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The U.S. Religion Census: Introduction and

National Overview

Clifford Grammich

he U.S. Religion Census (USRC), conducted by the Associa-

tion of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies (ASARB),

is the most comprehensive enumeration of religious congre-
gations and their adherents in the United States. For 2020, it provides
data on religious bodies from the Advent Christian Church to
Zoroastrianism. It continues a decennial series started in 1952.' The
series is unrivaled in the detail it provides over time and by place.

The core of the data is a county-level enumeration of congrega-
tions, i.e., groups of individuals who meet regularly (typically weekly)
at a pre-announced time and location. Congregations may be
churches, mosques, temples, or other meeting places.

This publication summarizes findings from the 2020 USRC. In
addition to this overview, it provides: several interpretive chapters;
tables summarizing results for the nation and by state, metropolitan
and micropolitan area, and county; and a series of thirty-five
county-level maps highlighting overall numbers of congregations
and adherents, world religious traditions, major Christian traditions,
Black Protestant religious bodies, and individual Christian religious
bodies with at least one million adherents or congregations in at
least 1,500 counties. Detailed data are available on the USRC website
(https://www.usreligioncensus.org/) as well as on the website of the
Association of Religion Data Archives (https://thearda.com/us-
religion/census/congregational-membership).

' Previous works in the series are: Laura B. Whitman and Glen W. Trimble,
1956-1958, Churches and Church Membership in the United States: An
Enumeration and analysis by Counties, States, and Regions (80 bulletins),
New York: National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.; Douglas
Johnson, Paul R. Picard, and Bernard Quinn, 1974, Churches and Church
Membership in the United States 1971: An Enumeration by Region, State, and
County, Washington, D.C.: Glenmary Research Center; Bernard Quinn, Herman
Anderson, Martin Bradley, Paul Goetting and Peggy Shriver, 1982, Churches
and Church Membership in the United States 1980: An Enumeration by
Region, State, and County Based on Data Reported by 111 Religious Bodies,
Atlanta: Glenmary Research Center; Martin B. Bradley, Norman M. Green Jr.,
Dale E. Jones, Mac Lynn and Lou McNeil, 1992, Churches and Church
Membership in the United States 1990: An Enumeration by Region, State
and County Based on Data Reported for 133 Church Groupings, Atlanta:
Glenmary Research Center; Dale E. Jones, Sherri Doty, Clifford Grammich,
James E. Horsch, Richard Houseal, Mac Lynn, John P. Marcum, Kenneth M.
Sanchagrin, and Richard H. Taylor, Religious Congregations & Membership in
the United States 2000: An Enumeration by Region, State and County Based
on Data Reported for 149 Religious Bodies, Nashville, Tenn.: Glenmary Research
Center; and Clifford Grammich, Kirk Hadaway, Richard Houseal, Dale E. Jones,
Alexei Krindatch, Richie Stanley, and Richard H. Taylor, 2010 U.S. Religion
Census: Religious Congregations & Membership Study—An Enumeration by
Nation, State and County Based on Data Reported for 236 Religious Groups,
Association of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies.

The 2020 USRC includes congregations for 372 religious bodies.
For 217 of these 372 bodies, the 2020 USRC provides data on
affiliated adherents, i.e., the most complete count of individuals
affiliated with a congregation, including members, children of
members, and other attendees who are not members. The number of
bodies participating in the 2020 USRC is the greatest in the series.

In addition to summarizing the overall data, below we
summarize findings for the following traditions:

« Conservative Protestant

+ Mainline Protestant

« Black Protestant

+ Catholic

 Orthodox Christian

o Latter-day Saints

o Jehovah’s Witnesses

« Other Christian

+ Buddhism

+ Hinduism

o Islam

e Judaism

« Other

Our classifications are based on those created by the ARDA.
Readers wishing more details on the ARDA classifications should
consult the ARDA website. Readers wishing more details on USRC
methods should consult our website, particularly the information at
https://www.usreligioncensus.org/node/1638.

Overall Findings

According to other estimates, the 2020 USRC appears to have
included most U.S. religious congregations. In recent decades,
estimates for the total number of religious congregations in the
United States have ranged from 268,000 to 414,000. The USRC in
2020 reported 356,642 congregations in 3,141 of 3,143 counties.

Because the USRC focuses on congregations and the individuals
affiliated with them, and not on religious individuals directly, it does
not include all U.S. religious adherents. The number of adherents in
this study represents 48.6% of the U.S. Census 2020 population.
National surveys show higher levels of religious identification. The

2 See, for example, Simon G. Brauer, 2017, “How Many Congregations Are
There? Updating a Survey-Based Estimate,” Journal for the Scientific Study
of Religion, Vol. 56, No. 2, pp. 438-448. Because the total number of religious
congregations in the United States is not known, we cannot estimate
precisely what proportion are included in the USRC.

2020 U.S. Religion Census * usreligioncensus.org



2018 General Social Survey (GSS) of the National Opinion Research
Center (NORC), the last GSS conducted before 2020, indicated that
76.5% of adult respondents identify with a religious group.?

Christian bodies comprise most religious congregations in the
United States, and Protestant bodies comprise most U.S. Christian
congregations. Table 1 lists congregations, adherents, and adherents
as percent of population by religious tradition. Conservative
Protestants comprise most Protestant congregations and, indeed,
most U.S. religious congregations.

Conservative Protestant

Protestantism remains the most prevalent form of Christianity
in the United States. Among Protestant Christians, Conservative
Protestants, also sometimes called Evangelical Protestants, are most
prevalent. The bodies we classify as Conservative Protestants may
emphasize biblical authority or seek separation from the broader
culture.* Conservative Protestants are more theologically and socially
conservative than Mainline Protestants, although there is variety
among the large number of Conservative Protestant bodies.
Conservative Protestants exceed 30% of the total population in
Alabama, Oklahoma, Mississippi, Arkansas, Tennessee, and
Kentucky, primarily due to the large number of Southern Baptist
Convention adherents in these states.

Conservative Protestants account for most of the religious
bodies participating in the U.S. Religion Census. Among the largest
Conservative Protestant bodies, as measured by both number of
congregations and number of adherents in the 2020 USRC, are

Non-denominational Christian Churches, the Southern Baptist
Convention (SBC), and the Assemblies of God. Together, these
three account for more than half of all Conservative Protestant
congregations in the 2020 USRC and more than three-fourths of all
Conservative Protestant adherents. Each of these three groups has
different areas of geographic concentration.

Non-denominational Christian Churches comprise the second-
largest body as measured by adherents in the 2020 USRC, trailing
the Catholic Church, and have the second-greatest number of
congregations, trailing the Southern Baptist Convention. Since
2010, their number of congregations has increased by nearly 9,000
and their number of adherents by nearly nine million. They exceed
10% of the population in Washington, Oklahoma, Ohio, Alabama,
North Carolina, and Alaska. See Map 35 in the maps section for the
prevalence of Non-denominational Christian Churches by county.

The Southern Baptist Convention has the third-greatest number
of adherents in the 2020 USRC. It has more congregations than any
other religious body in the United States. It is highly concentrated in
the Southern United States, which is home to 87% of its adherents
and 78% of its congregations. SBC adherents exceed 30% of the
population in 343 counties, 325 of which are in the South. See Map
33 in the maps section for the prevalence of SBC adherents by county.
The SBC has participated in the USRC and its predecessors since
1952, providing extensive data for analysis of change over time.

The Assemblies of God have the the eighth-greatest number of
adherents in the 2020 USRC and the sixth-greatest number of
congregations. Assemblies of God adherents exceed 100,000 in nine

Table 1: Number of Congregations and Affiliated Individuals by Religious Body Tradition in the 2020 USRC

. Participating Bodies Reporting . Total Adherents as % of Adherents as % of
Tradition Con ti Adh t Total Congregations Adherents 2020 Population Total Adherents
gregations erents
Protestant—Conservative 245 139 199,694 54,652,238 16.5% 33.9%
Protestant—Mainline 33 18 69,865 17,184,424 52% 10.7%
Protestant—Black 22 16 23,483 7,404,653 22% 4.6%
Catholic 5 2 19,522 61,858,937 18.7% 38.4%
Orthodox Christian 26 24 2,921 1,164,594 0.4% 0.7%
Latter-day Saints 2 1 14,631 6,721,031 2.0% 42%
Jehovah's Witnesses 1 1 12,285 3,016,924 0.9% 19%
Other Christian 16 4 2,764 210,685 0.1% 0.1%
Buddhism 3 3 1,984 1,040,796 0.3% 0.6%
Hinduism 2 2 1,81 1,268,344 0.4% 0.8%
Islam 1 1 2,771 4,453,908 1.3% 2.8%
Judaism 6 5 3,306 2,068,827 0.6% 1.3%
Other 10 1 1,605 178,727 0.1% 0.1%
Total 372 217 356,642 161,224,088 48.6% 100.0%

3 Tom W. Smith et al,, serial, General Social Surveys, Chicago: National Opinion
Research Center.

4 See also the ARDA definition at https:/thearda.com/us-religion/group-
profiles/traditions?T=1
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states: California, Texas, Florida, Washington, Missouri, Minnesota,
Pennsylvania, Illinois, and Oklahoma. These states account for 53%
of its USRC adherents and 46% of its congregations. See Map 18 in
the maps section for the prevalence of Assemblies of God adherents
by county.

Mainline Protestant

Mainline Protestantism has among the deepest roots of religious
bodies in the United States. The bodies we classify as Mainline
Protestants “typically emphasize a proactive view on issues of social
and economic justice and a tolerance of varied individual beliefs”
Mainline Protestants are more theologically and socially liberal than
Conservative Protestants, but there is variety among them as well.
Mainline Protestants exceed 10% of the population in North Dakota,
South Dakota, Iowa, Minnesota, West Virginia, and Nebraska.

The two largest Mainline Protestant bodies in the 2020 USRC
are the United Methodist Church and the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA). Together, these two bodies account for
60% of Mainline Protestant congregations and 69% of Mainline
Protestant adherents.

The United Methodist Church, the fourth-largest body in the
2020 USRG, is present in more counties than any other religious
body. It has the third-greatest number of congregations in the United
States. United Methodists are remarkable even in their distribution.
In more than 2,500 counties they comprise at least 1% of the pop-
ulation, but in only five counties do they comprise more than 30%
of the population. See Map 34 in the maps section for the prevalence
of United Methodists by county.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the seventh-
largest religious body in the 2020 USRC, is concentrated in the
Midwest. Among all ELCA adherents, 61% are in the Midwest,
compared to 21% of the total U.S. population. See Map 26 in the
maps section for the prevalence of ELCA adherents by county.

Lutheran populations help demonstrate how religious bodies
from the same tradition can vary in distribution. Seven states —
Minnesota, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Iowa, Ohio, Illinois, and North
Dakota — each have at least 100,000 ELCA adherents. Combined,
these states account for 62% of ELCA adherents. The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), a Conservative Protestant body,
is the second-largest Lutheran body in the 2020 USRC. Seven states -
Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Texas, and
Nebraska - each have at least 100,000 adherents of the Lutheran
Church—Miissouri Synod (LCMS). Combined, the seven states with
at least 100,000 LCMS adherents account for 56% of that body’s
adherents. See Map 28 in the maps section for the prevalence of
LCMS adherents by county. The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod (WELS), a Conservative Protestant body, is the third-largest
Lutheran body in the 2020 USRC. One state, Wisconsin, has more
than 100,000 WELS adherents; Wisconsin adherents account for
61% of WELS adherents in the 2020 USRC. There is some overlap
here: Wisconsin appears among the top states for all three leading

5 See the ARDA definition at https:/thearda.com/us-religion/group-
profiles/traditions?T=2.

Lutheran bodies, and Illinois and Minnesota are among the top
states for both the ELCA and LCMS. But most of the top states for
the ELCA are not among the top states for the WELS.

Lutheran populations also help demonstrate the difference
between individuals identifying with a specific body and the number
of individuals a specific body may claim. Applying 2018 NORC-GSS
percentages to 2020 population data indicates 12.2 million persons
in the United States identify as “Lutheran,” 10.2 million both identify
as Lutheran and attend religious services more frequently than
“never;” and 4.6 million identify with a specific Lutheran body and
attend religious services more frequently than never. The USRC
found Lutheran bodies claiming 5.6 million adherents. From this,
we surmise there are at least 1.0 million Lutherans who do not
know their specific denomination, and there are millions more who
are not counted by a specific body.

Black Protestant

African American religious bodies have not participated to the
same degree in the USRC that those comprising European Ameri-
cans have. To compensate for this, the USRC has sought data for
these bodies from other sources, including online church direc-
tories or church lists. We believe our estimates for most of these
bodies are reasonably accurate, but we also recognize likely inaccu-
racies in several.b

Altogether, the USRC produced congregation counts for 22
Black Protestant religious bodies, and adherent counts for 16. Black
Protestant religious bodies minister to predominantly African
American congregations in the United States. The first of these were
formed by free African Americans in the 18th century. The theology
and organization of Black Protestant bodies are similar to those for
many Conservative Protestant bodies, but Black Protestant bodies
may emphasize different aspects of Christian doctrine.” Black
Protestants exceed 5% of the population in the District of Columbia,
Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas, Tennessee, South Carolina,
Louisiana, and Georgia. See Map 14.1 in the maps section for the
prevalence of Black Protestants among the total population by
county, and Map 14.2 for their prevalence among the non-Hispanic
Black population.

The three largest Black Protestant bodies in the 2020 USRC are
the National Missionary Baptist Convention of America, the
National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., and the African Methodist
Episcopal Church. Combined, these three bodies account for 59%
of Black Protestant congregations and 68% of Black Protestant
adherents.

The National Missionary Baptist Convention of America has
the tenth-greatest number of adherents in the 2020 USRC and the
11th-greatest number of congregations. It is present in 46 states
(including the District of Columbia) and nearly 1,300 counties. It

¢ For a more complete discussion of African American religious bodies in the
2020 USRC, see Dale E. Jones, “Appendix D: African American Groups,” at
https://www.usreligioncensus.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/Appendix_D--
African_American_Groups.pdf.

7 See the ARDA definition at https:/thearda.com/us-religion/group-
profiles/traditions?T=6.
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has more than 125,000 adherents each in Texas, Florida, Georgia,
Illinois, Tennessee, California, and Michigan. These seven states
account for 52% of the body’s USRC adherents and 47% of its
congregations. See Map 30 in the maps section for the prevalence of
this body by county.

The National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., is present in 42
states (including the District of Columbia) and more than 600
counties. It has more than 65,000 adherents each in Georgia,
Alabama, Florida, Illinois, Texas, Michigan, Tennessee, Ohio, New
Jersey, and New York. These ten states account for 57% of the body’s
USRC adherents and 54% of its congregations. See Map 29 in the
maps section for the prevalence of this body by county.

The African Methodist Episcopal Church is present in 44 states
(including the District of Columbia) and nearly 1,000 counties. It has
more than 50,000 adherents each in Florida, Georgia, South Carolina,
Maryland, New York, and California. These six states account for
53% of its adherents and 43% of its congregations. See Map 16 in
the maps section for the prevalence of this body by county.

Catholic

The Catholic tradition as defined here includes the Catholic
Church, the single-largest religious body in the USRC, and four “old”
Catholic bodies which reject papal authority. Of the five Catholic
bodies, the Catholic Church accounts for more than 99% of both
reported congregations and adherents to the 2020 USRC. Hence, our
comments below focus only on it.

The Catholic Church is the largest religious body in the United
States. It has the fourth-largest number of congregations. It is present
in more counties than any other religious body but the United
Methodist Church. Its presence varies widely, from 4% of the pop-
ulation in Mississippi to 41% of the population in Rhode Island.
Catholics exceed 50% of the total population in more than 50
counties, but are less than 0.5% of the total population, or not at all
present, in nearly 300 counties. See Map 19 in the maps section for
Catholic prevalence by county.

The Catholic Church has participated in the USRC and each one
of its predecessors, including the U.S. Census Bureau’s earlier series
on Religious Bodies. As a result, there is a great deal of detail over
time available on the Catholic Church. Comparing these data over
time show how the Catholic Church has shifted with the U.S. pop-
ulation. In 1971, 71% of Catholic adherents and 66% of congregations
were in the Northeast and Midwest, as was 52% of the total U.S.
population. In 2020, 46% of Catholic adherents and 58% of congre-
gations were in the Northeast and Midwest, as was 38% of the total
U.S. population. Put another way, the Catholic population shifted to
the South and West more rapidly than did the total U.S. population,
while Catholic congregations shifted more slowly than the total
population. This has contributed to some extraordinarily large
average Catholic congregation sizes in the West and South, including
more than 10,000 per congregation in Nevada, more than 8,000 in
California, and more than 7,000 in Florida.

Catholic data also help illustrate the difference between USRC
data on individuals affiliated with congregations and survey data on
individuals affiliating with a religion. The 2020 USRC includes 61.8

million persons affiliated with a Catholic congregation. By contrast,
applying the 2018 GSS to 2020 population figures shows a total
Catholic population of 76.6 million and a Catholic population that
attends religious services more frequently than “never” of 63.3 million.

Orthodox Christian

The 2020 USRC includes data on 26 Orthodox Christian bodies.
Orthodox Christians are present in all 50 states plus the District of
Columbia. They exceed 1% of the population in the District of
Columbia and Alaska. Orthodox Christians are present in nearly
800 counties and exceed 1% of the population in nearly 50 counties.

Orthodox Christianity in the United States comprises two
distinct families: Eastern Orthodox, including 16 bodies, and
Oriental Orthodox, including eight bodies.®

Eastern Orthodox bodies have the greater number of congrega-
tions, nearly 2,000, and adherents, nearly 700,000. Their adherent
numbers decreased 17% in the past decade. Nearly half live in
California, New York, Illinois, Florida, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.
Map 11 of the maps section shows the prevalence of Eastern
Orthodox Christians by county.

Oriental Orthodox bodies have nearly 1,000 congregations and
nearly 500,000 adherents. Their adherent numbers increased 67%
in the past decade. More than half live in four states: California,
New Jersey, New York, and Illinois. Map 12 of the maps section
shows the prevalence of Oriental Orthodox Christians by county.

Latter-day Saints

The Latter-day Saints tradition as defined here includes two
religious bodies: the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and
the Church of Jesus Christ (Bickertonite). Churches in this tradition
follow the teachings of Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon. The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints comprises 99% of the
Latter-day Saints congregations reported to the USRC and was the
only Latter-day Saints body to report adherents. Hence, our
comments below focus on it.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has the fifth-
greatest number of adherents in the 2020 USRC and the fifth-greatest
number of congreations. It is present in all 50 states plus the District
of Columbia. It is most concentrated in Utah, home to 32% of all its
U.S. adherents. Adherents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints are 65% of the total population in Utah, 25% in Idaho, and 12%
in Wyoming. They are also more than 5% of the total population in
Arizona, Nevada, and Hawaii. Together, these six states account for
50% of the church’s U.S. adherents. The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints is present in more than 1,900 counties. It exceeds
25% of the population in 39 counties, including every county in Utah.
Map 22 of the maps section shows the prevalence of its adherents
by county.

8 For further information, see Alexei Krindatch, “Appendix F: Orthodox Christian
Groups,” at https:/Aww.usreligioncensus.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/
Appendix_F--Orthodox_Christian_Groups.pdf, and Alexei Krindatch, Second
National Census of American Orthodox Christian Churches, at https://orthodox
reality.org/latest/second-census-2020-of-american-orthodox/.
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Jehovah’s Witnesses

The Jehovah’s Witnesses tradition comprises one religious body:
the Jehovah’s Witnesses. We consider it to be its own tradition
because of its unique origins and because of its lack of obvious
connections to other Christian traditions. The movement emerged
from the Bible Student movement of Charles Taze Russell, who
founded the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society in the 1880s. The
Jehovah’s Witnesses took their current name in 1931.°

The Jehovah’s Witnesses are the ninth-largest religious body in
the 2020 USRC. The USRC included Jehovah’s Witnesses congrega-
tions in 2010. The Jehovah’s Witnesses provided their own data on
congregations and adherents in 2020. In 2020, the Jehovah’s
Witnesses had more than 12,000 congregations in all 50 states plus
the District of Columbia.

Six states — California, Texas, Florida, New York, Georgia, and
North Carolina — are each home to more than 100,000 Jehovah’s
Witnesses. Together, these states account for 50% of Jehovah’s
Witnesses in the United States, compared to 40% of the total U.S.
population. Jehovah’s Witnesses are present in nearly 2,200 counties.
They exceed 3% of the total population in 34 counties scattered
across the nation. See Map 27 in the maps section for the prevalence
of Jehovah’s Witnesses by county.

Other Christians

The 2020 USRC includes data on 16 religious bodies that fall
outside any of the religious traditions noted above. Of these, it has
adherent data for four.

The 2020 USRC includes 2,764 Other Christian congregations.
States with at least 100 Other Christian congregations are California,
Florida, Massachusetts, Texas, New York, and Ohio. Other Christian
bodies with at least 100 congregations are the Unitarian Universalist
Association, the Association of Unity Churches, the Church of Christ,
Scientist, the New Apostolic Church USA, the United Church of
God, and the Christadelphians.

The Unitarian Universalist Association is the largest Other
Christian body to report adherents to the 2020 USRC. It reports
201,541 adherents in all 50 states plus the District of Columbia. It
reports more than 25,000 adherents in Massachusetts and more than
10,000 each in California, New York, and Texas.

Buddhism

Buddhism was founded no later than the fifth century BCE by
Siddhartha Gautama, who became known as the Buddha, in India.'
It has three major branches: Theravada, Mahayana, and Vajrayana.
Buddhist numbers have increased rapidly in the United States follow-
ing the passage of the 1965 Immigration and Nationality Act, which
allowed for more immigration from Asia."

The USRC previously tabulated Buddhist congregations in
2000, then congregations and adherents by tradition in 2010 and

° See the ARDA discussion at https://thearda.com/us-religion/group-
profiles/groups?D=450.

© See the ARDA discussion at https://thearda.com/us-religion/group-
profiles/traditions?T=10.

2020. The 2020 USRC indicates Buddhist congregations in 49 states
plus the District of Columbia. They are most prevalent in Hawaii.
Buddhist adherents are present in 426 counties and exceed 1% of the
total population in four counties. See Map 5 in the maps section for
the prevalence of Buddhists by county in the United States.

Mahayana Buddhism is the largest, and oldest, branch of
Buddhism in the United States. It formed among Japanese immigrants
to what is now Hawaii in the 1880s. The 2020 USRC has 969
Mahayana congregations with 549,344 adherents. Mahayana
Buddhists are now in 44 states plus the District of Columbia.
California has more than 250 Mahayana Buddhist congregations
with more than 175,000 Mahayana Buddhists. Hawaii has the second-
greatest number of Mahayana Buddhist congregations, and
Washington state has the second-greatest number of Mahayana
Buddhist adherents.

Theravada Buddhism is the second-largest branch of Buddhism
in the United States. It has grown in the United States largely through
immigration from Southeast Asia. The 2020 USRC has 566 Theravada
Buddhist congregations with 291,413 adherents. Theravada
Buddhists are in 47 states plus the District of Columbia. California
has more than 75,000 Theravada Buddhist adherents and more than
125 such congregations. Texas has the second-greatest number of
Theravada Buddhist congregations and adherents.

Vajrayana Buddhists have their roots in several Asian nations,
primarily Japan and Tibet. The first Vajrayana temples in the United
States were Japanese Shingon temples in Hawaii and California. The
2020 USRC has 449 Vajrayana Buddhist temples with 200,039
adherents. Vajrayana Buddhists are in 43 states plus the District of
Columbia. California has nearly 100 Vajrayana Buddhist temples
with nearly 60,000 adherents. New York ranks second on both these.

Hinduism

Hinduism is the name of the majority religion of India.'? It has
no central authority. Its origins lie in the Vedas composed between
1200 and 900 BCE. Like Buddhism, its numbers in the United States
grew after passage of the 1965 Immigration and Nationality Act,
which allowed for more immigration from Asia.

The USRC previously tabulated Hindu congregations in 2000,
then congregations and adherents by type in 2010 and 2020. The
2020 USRC includes data on 1,811 Hindu congregations with
1,268,344 adherents. Hindu congregations are present in 49 states
plus the District of Columbia. Hindu adherents exceed 1% of the
total population in New Jersey and Delaware. Hindu adherents are
present in nearly 400 counties and exceed 1% of the population in
82 counties. See Map 7 in the maps section for the prevalence of
Hindu adherents by county.

The 2020 USRC differentiates Hindu congregations by whether
they are Traditional Temples or Yoga and Meditation Groups. The

T For more on Buddhist enumeration methods in the USRC, see J. Gordon
Melton, “Appendix G: Buddhist Groups,” at https://www.usreligioncensus.org/
sites/default/files/2023-03/Appendix_G--Buddhist_Groups.pdf. The discussion
below on the origins of each of the three branches of Buddhism in the United
States relies on this appendix.

2 See the ARDA discussion at https://thearda.com/us-religion/group-
profiles/traditions?T=9.
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2020 USRC has 433 Hindu Traditional Temples with 831,229
adherents. These are in 44 states. California ranks first with 50
temples and nearly 120,000 adherents. New York state ranks second
and New Jersey ranks third, each with nearly 50 temples and about
100,000 adherents. The 2020 USRC has 1,378 Hindu Yoga and
Meditation groups with 437,115 adherents. These are in 49 states
plus the District of Columbia. California ranks first with nearly 280
groups and more than 120,000 adherents. New York state ranks
second on both.

Islam

Islam was founded by the Prophet Muhammad (570-632).% Its
two main branches are Sunni and Shf’ite, reflecting a division that
occurred in 632 due to different opinions on leadership succession.
Its numbers have grown in the United States following the passage
of the 1965 Immigration and Nationality Act, which allowed more
immigration from Muslim-majority countries.

The USRC has included estimates of Muslim congregations and
adherents since 2000. These do not differentiate by tradition. Its
numbers are based on a survey of mosques, defined as Muslim
organizations that organize Jum’ah prayer, conduct other Islamic
activities, and controls the space in which activities are held."

The 2020 USRC includes 2,771 mosques with 4,453,908
adherents. This is an increase of nearly 700 mosques and nearly 1.9
million adherents since 2010. Muslims comprise the sixth-largest
religious body in the USRC. See Map 8 in the maps section for the
prevalence of Muslim adherents by county.

Muslims are present in all 50 states plus the District of Columbia.
Five states - New York, California, Illinois, New Jersey, and Texas —
each have more than 300,000 Muslims. Eleven more states each
have at least 100,000 Muslims. Eight states have at least 100 Muslim
congregations. Three metropolitan areas - New York, Chicago, and
Washington — have at least 100,000 Muslims each. The Chicago, New
York, and Detroit metropolitan areas each have Muslim populations
of at least 4%. Muslim congregations are present in 670 counties
and exceed 5% of the total population in 19 counties.

Judaism

The U.S. Religion Census has published a variety of estimates
on Jewish congregations and adherents over time. In some years
(i.e., 1952, 1990, 2000), the USRC published estimates of the total
Jewish population, without differentiating by tradition. In 2010 and
2020, the USRC differentiated by tradition within Judaism. The U.S.
Religion Census for 2010 and 2020 includes data on congregations
and adherents for Conservative, Orthodox, Reconstructionist, and
Reform Judaism. The 2020 USRC also includes data on congregations
and adherents for Independent Judaism and on congregations for
Chabad Judaism.

3 See the ARDA discussion at https://thearda.com/us-religion/group-
profiles/traditions?T=7.

4 For more information, see Ihsan Bagby, “Appendix K: Muslim Estimate,” at
https://www.usreligioncensus.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/Appendix_K--
Muslim_Estimate.pdf.

Judaism is another tradition where the population claiming an
identity differs from those affiliating with a congregation. While
survey estimates indicate there are 7.5 million Jews in the United
States, the 2020 USRC enumerates only 2.1 million. Furthermore,
the share of Jews who affiliate with a congregation varies by tradition.
As a result, readers should be cautious when comparing USRC data
on Jewish adherents both over time and across traditions.!®

Across all traditions of Judaism, the 2020 USRC includes 3,306
congregations and 2,068,827 adherents. Note that 953 of these
congregations are of Chabad Judaism, for which adherent data is
not available. Jewish congregations are present in 49 states plus the
District of Columbia. States with at least 100 Jewish congregations
are New York, California, New Jersey, Florida, Pennsylvania, Illinois,
and Texas. More than half the Jewish congregations in California
are of Chabad Judaism. Judaism adherents in the 2020 USRC exceed
1% of the total population in more than 60 counties. See Map 9 in
the maps section for a map of the prevalence of Judaism adherents
by county.

The three largest traditions of Judaism in the United States —
Orthodox, Reform, and Conservative — differ in their geographic
concentration. Orthodox Judaism congregations are in 37 states
plus the District of Columbia. Nearly half of its U.S. congregations
and more than half of its U.S. adherents are in two states: New York
and New Jersey. Reform Judaism congregations are the most wide-
spread of the three largest groups of Judaism, being in 49 states plus
the District of Columbia. Eight states — New York, California, Florida,
New Jersey, Illinois, Massachusetts, Texas, and Pennsylvania — each
have more than 30,000 congregational adherents of Reform Judaism.
These states account for more than 60% of such adherents nation-
wide. Conservative Judaism congregations are present in 45 states
plus the District of Columbia. Four states — New York, New Jersey,
California, and Florida - each have more than 30,000 congregational
adherents of Conservative Judaism. These states account for nearly
half the congregations and adherents of Conservative Judaism
nationwide.

Other Traditions

The 2020 USRC includes ten bodies that do not belong to any
of the groupings above. These include traditions such as Bahd'i,
Jainism, Sikhism, and Shinto, as well as groups such as spiritual or
theosophical groups or independent meditation centers not associated
with a particular religious tradition.

Baha'is are the largest of these bodies. The Bahd'i Faith was
founded by Baha'u'llah in 19th-century Persia (today known as
Iran). The National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd'is of the United
States and Canada was incorporated in 1927.1° Bahd'is participated
in the Religion Census in 2000, 2010, and 2020, as well as the similar
1952 effort by the National Council of Churches. Statistically, Baha's
are unique among USRC participants for reporting adherents by

> For a more detailed discussion of these issues, see Aaron Spiegel and
Deborah Coe, “Appendix C: Jewish Groups,” at https:/mww.usreligioncensus.org/
sites/default/files/2023-03/Appendix_C--Jewish_Groups.pdf.

6 See the ARDA discussion at https:/thearda.com/us-religion/group-
profiles/groups?D=97.
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county of residence rather than by county of congregation. See Map
4 in the maps section for the prevalence of Bahd'is by county.

The American Sikh Council also has more than 300 congrega-
tions in the 2020 USRC. Nearly one-fourth of these are in California.

Interpretive Essays

The USRC offers broad detail about congregational life in the
United States, as well as about hundreds of religious bodies in
thousands of counties. An overview essay such as this can but scratch
the surface of its information. In addition to the basic information
it conveys, the USRC offers context for other aspects of life in the
United States, as well as context for analyses of many other topics.
Hundreds of academic articles have used USRC data for context in
analyses of myriad social and economic topics."”

This volume also offers several interpretive essays using USRC
data to yield insights on religious life in the United States.

In Chapter 2, Alexei Krindatch provides several examples of
how the 2020 USRC identifies several unique U.S. communities
distinguished by their religious life. These include communities with
the greatest and least numbers of congregations and adherents, as
well as dispersion of U.S. religious communities.

In Chapter 3, Clifford Grammich reviews the history of efforts
similar to the USRC, dating back to the mid-19th century. Combined
with other data sources, the USRC can document U.S. religious life
over an extraordinarily long time, though caution is necessary in
piecing together such analyses.

In Chapter 4, Erica Dollhopf assesses overall adherence statistics
for the 2020 USRC. The overall levels of adherence reported by the
USRC have remained relatively stable over time, but there have
been some shifts by state. Dollhopf examines the data by state and
identifies some key areas for future research.

In Chapter 5, Richard Houseal shows how U.S. history continues
to shape religious life today. This is particularly evident in the
differing distributions of the Southern Baptist Convention and the
American Baptist Churches in the USA, the concentration of the
United Methodist Church along trails of western expansion, and
the concentration of Latter-day Saints in the western United States.

In Chapter 6, Dale Jones explores ways to use the USRC to
measure religious diversity. The USRC indicates great diversity in
religious life across the nation, but how one measures that diversity
can yield different findings. Jones presents the results of differing
indices and different ways of grouping religious bodies for analysis.

In Chapter 7, Mary Gautier explores regional differences in
religious congregations and adherence. The United States has long
seen regional differences in its religious life. Changes across regions,
including those resulting from migration, continue to shape these.
Gautier documents these and what they indicate for U.S. religious
life today.

In Chapter 8, Dale Jones assesses the distribution of religious
bodies by metropolitan area. Many religious bodies are predomi-
nantly urban or rural. For example, Muslims are concentrated in

7 See, for example, the Google list of scholarly works citing the 2010 USRC at
https:/tinyurl.com/4zbs725k.

high-population metro areas, while the Amish are concentrated in
rural and other areas with smaller populations. Jones documents
these distributions for dozens of religious bodies as well as world
religious traditions.

In Chapter 9, Mike McMullin documents the growth of non-
Christian communities in “gateway” areas. The Immigration and
Nationality Act of 1965 led to immigration from many new areas of
the world, and growth in the United States of several non-Christian
religions. McMullin documents how this growth differed by type of
immigration “gateway, defined by when an area was most active in
receiving immigrants.

In Chapter 10, Allison Norton explores immigration and religion
more broadly. Immigration has long defined much of life in the
United States, religion included. Norton shows how it has led to
greater diversity in religious life across the United States. She gives
particular attention to Muslim, Catholic, and Protestant communities.

In Chapter 11, Scott Thumma discusses the question of what
constitutes religious bodies in an era of decreasing denominational
attachment. The USRC has traditionally relied on central denomi-
national offices (e.g., for the Southern Baptist Convention or the
United Methodist Church) to report their own data. The effort has
become increasingly challenging as more congregations decline to
affiliate with traditional denominations. The growth of non-denomi-
nationalism has profound implications for U.S. religious life and
efforts to document it.

Maps and Other Resources

This volume also includes more than three dozen maps
depicting county-level prevalence of
« All adherents
o World religion traditions
+ Major Christian traditions
« Individual religious bodies with at least one million
adherents or congregations in at least 1,500 counties.

Readers may also wish to create their own maps on the USRC
website at https://www.usreligioncensus.org/interactive-maps or
download the data or static maps at https://www.usreligioncensus.org/
node/1639. Complete details on USRC methods are available at
https://www.usreligioncensus.org/node/1638, with links to many of
the resources cited in this chapter.

The ARDA also has display functions for U.S.,, state, metro-area,
or county-level USRC data since 1980 at https://thearda.com/us-
religion/census/congregational-membership. Downloads of data
since 1952, as well as data from the U.S. Census Bureau series on
religious bodies and other data resources are available at
https://thearda.com/data-archive/browse-alphabetically.
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Quick Answers to Important Questions from

the U.S. Religion Census

Alexei Krindatch

1. Which religious body has the strongest presence
in the United States?

The answer to this question depends on how “presence” is
understood and measured. If judged by the number of adherents,
the Catholic Church is the largest religious body. With 61,858,137
adherents, it accounts for 38.4% of all U.S. religious adherents
(161,224,088). But if we consider the number of congregations,
then the Southern Baptist Convention is the largest religious body.
It has 51,379 congregations, which is 14.4% of all U.S. religious
congregations (356,642). Finally, if we think about geography, the
United Methodist Church is the most widespread religious body.
Of the 3,143 counties in the United States, it has congregations in
2,989 of them (i.e., in 95% of all U.S. counties or county equivalents).
So, all three of these religious bodies can claim to have the strongest
presence in America.

2. Is it true that religion is “dying” in the United
States and - as time goes by — fewer and fewer
people are participating in religious congregations?

Looking at the data from U.S. Religion Census collected over
the past several decades, the answer to this question is: “Not really”
Figure 1 shows the number of adherents of various religious
congregations as a percentage of the total U.S. population in a given
year. Both fifty years ago and in 2020, about half of all Americans
participated in the lives of local congregations.

Figure 1: Total U.S. Population Affiliated with Religious
Congregations, 1971 to 2020

100%

3. Which U.S. states can be seen as the most
religious and which are most “unchurched”?

Clearly, there are many manifestations of religiosity, and many
different ways to measure it. One possible approach is to think
about the percentage of people in each state’s total population who
participate in local religious congregations. Nationwide, 48.6% of
Americans are adherents of various congregations. However, this
percentage varies considerably from state to state.

Based on the U.S. Religion Census, the following five states
come out on top in terms of the percentage of their total population
that is involved in religious congregations: Utah (76.1%), Alabama
(63.6%), Louisiana (63.3%), Oklahoma (61.2%), and Mississippi
(59.4%). On the opposite end, these are the five states with the lowest
rates of involvement in religious congregations: New Hampshire
(27.2%), Maine (30.8%), Oregon (33.2%), Montana (34.8%), and
Alaska (35.2%).

Map 1 shows that the entire Southeast portion of the country
(except Florida) forms one solid macro-region where a majority of
the population participates in congregations. In contrast, the
American West and Northwest (except Idaho) form another macro-
region in which less than half of the population is involved in local
religious communities.

4. Which U.S. states have the best “religious
infrastructures” that give residents the easiest
access to congregations?

To answer this question, we need to assess the geographic
proximity of religious congregations: that is, in which states do
people have to travel the least distance to get to places of worship?

Table 1 helps to examine this issue. Looking at the entire country,
on average America has about 9 congregations per 100 square miles.
But there are vast differences among the states in terms of the
geographic “density” of congregations and, therefore, the distances
between them.

The following five states offer their residents the best possibility
to live close to a religious congregation: New Jersey (69.6 congrega-
tions per 100 sq. mi.), Connecticut (52.1), Maryland (46.1), Rhode
Island (45.8), and Massachusetts (41.3).

In contrast, the five states with the lowest concentration of
congregations are: Alaska (0.2 per 100 sq. mi.), Wyoming (1.0),
Montana (1.2), Nevada (1.4), New Mexico (2.0), and North Dakota
(2.1). Map 2 helps to visualize how uneven the geographic distribu-
tion of religious congregations throughout the United States really is.
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Map 1: Adherents of all Religious Congregtions as Percent of Population, 2020

WA (41%)

ND (55%)
MN (49%)
WI (48%)
s 41
WaGioe) RI (52%)
IA (45%)
NE (49%)

OH (48%)

MO (48%)

AR (58%)

Table 1: State-by-State Geographic Density of Congregations
(Number of Congregations per 100 Square Miles)

Congregations

Congregations

State per 100 Square State per 100 Square
Miles Miles

Alabama 20.5 | Nebraska 37
Alaska 0.2 | Nevada 14
Arizona 4.6 | New Hampshire n.2
Arkansas 14.0 | New Jersey 69.6
California 14.4 | New Mexico 20
Colorado 4.2 | New York 253
Connecticut 521 | North Carolina 30.1
Delaware 38.8 | North Dakota 21
Florida 26.6 | Ohio 31.0
Georgia 21.7 | Oklahoma 103
Hawaii 13.0 | Oregon 4.1
Idaho 3.0 | Pennsylvania 329
Illinois 20.9 | Rhode Island 45.8
Indiana 24.8 | South Carolina 256
lowa 8.6 | South Dakota 26
Kansas 5.6 | Tennessee 31.8
Kentucky 20.2 | Texas 11
Louisiana 12.6 | Utah 71
Maine 4.4 | Vermont 8.6
Maryland 46.1 | Virginia 245
Massachusetts 41.3 | Washington 8.7
Michigan 10.0 | West Virginia 16.8
Minnesota 6.9 | Wisconsin 9.4
Mississippi 14.8 | Wyoming 1.0
Missouri 13.0

Montana 1.2 | USA Nationwide 9.4

Percentage of Religious
Adherents/State Population
B Less than 40%

[ ] 40% to 49%

[ ] 50% to 59%

B 60% to 69%

I 70% and Higher

Map 3 is another way to show the differences among the states
in terms of the geographic concentration of various congregations.
This map is called a cartogram. It resizes the territory of each state
in proportion to the number of religious congregations situated in
the state. For example, according to the 2020 U.S. Religion Census,
Florida had 17,511 congregations, while Alaska had only 1,264.
Therefore, on this map Florida is shown as 13.8 times larger than
Alaska, although the geographic size of Alaska is about 10 times
larger than Florida!

5. Which U.S. states can be seen as religiously
most diverse?

There are two ways to answer this question. The first is to assess
the variety of religious choices in each state. That is, in some
American states, residents have access to religious congregations
affiliated with a wide variety of religious bodies, while in other
states they may have much less choice.

The state-by-state religious diversity of congregations can be
measured by Simpson’s diversity index.! The values of this index can
range from “0” (no diversity at all) to “1” (maximum diversity).?
Higher values of the index mean that:

« Congregations in such states represent a greater variety of

religious bodies

' For more information on Simpson's diversity index see: http://www.statistics
howto.com/simpsons-diversity-index/

2There is an entire chapter elsewhere in this volume that explains the var-
ious strengths and weaknesses of a variety of diversity measures, but the
index employed here can be useful for a quick answer to this question.
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Map 2: Number of Religious Congregations per 100 Square Miles, 2020
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Map 3: Cartogram of Congregations (All Religious Groups), 2020

Congregational Cartogram resizes each state proportionate to the
number of all congregations reported in that state in the
2020 U.S. Religion Census.
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« These religious bodies have a more equally balanced
number of congregations

In contrast, lower values of the index mean that such states offer
a more limited choice of religious bodies and most congregations
belong to only a few different denominations or faith traditions.
All religious bodies participating in the U.S. Religious Census
can be divided into 13 “religious families™
« Black Protestant (e.g., African Methodist Episcopal, Church
of God in Christ, etc.)
« Buddhism
« Catholic
o Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
+ Conservative Protestant (e.g., Southern Baptists, Assemblies
of God, Church of the Nazarene, etc.)
« Hinduism
o Islam
o Jehovah’s Witnesses
e Judaism
o Mainline Protestant (e.g., United Methodist Church,
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Episcopal Church)
« Orthodox Christian
o Other Christian (e.g., Unitarian-Universalist, Messianic
Judaism)
o Other Eastern (e.g., Bah&i, Zoroastrian)
Based on the number of congregations in each religious family,
for each state we calculated its congregational diversity index. The

five states with the least congregational diversity are: Utah (diversity
index of 0.24), Oklahoma (0.42), Kentucky (0.46), Tennessee (0.46),
and Arkansas (0.47). In contrast, the states which offer the most
diversity in congregations are: New Jersey (0.78), Massachusetts
(0.77), New York (0.76), Rhode Island (0.76), and Connecticut (0.74).

Map 4 offers a picture of this measure of congregational diversity
in America. For this map, all states were first ranked by their diver-
sity index score and then divided in five equal bodies (ten in each)
representing their ranks. One can easily see that the Southeast has low
diversity in congregations, while the Northeast is far more diverse.

However, measuring only diversity in congregations does not
fully answer the question about the “religious diversity” of each state.
Another, perhaps more important, aspect is whether some particular
religious body accounts for most of the religious adherents in a
state, or whether there is a fairly even distribution among a variety
of groups.

Picture a town where all the 13 religious families listed above
had one congregation each. This would create the highest level of
congregational diversity: all religious traditions are present, and
each has the same number of places to worship.

But then, as an example, imagine that among these thirteen
congregations is one Catholic parish with 2,000 adherents, while the
twelve other congregations from the other religious families each
have 100 adherents. This means that out of 3,200 total religious
adherents, the Catholics constitute the strong majority. As a result,
while our imaginary town offers a great variety of congregations

Map 4: State by State Diversity in Religious Congregations, 2020
Simpson'’s Diversity Index Applied to Congregations for 13 Categories of Religious Families

Diversity Range

\:l 20% of the states with least diversity
\:l 20% with below-average diversity
- 20% with average diversity

- 20% with above-average diversity
- 20% of the states with most diversity
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from which to choose, it actually “feels” less diverse when you
consider where most people actually worship.

Similar to how we looked at congregations in the previous
question, for each state, we calculated a diversity index among
religious adherents.? The five states that have lowest diversity in
religious adherents are: New Hampshire, Maine, Utah, Oregon and
Alaska. In contrast, the five most diverse states according to religious
adherents are: Louisiana, South Dakota, Texas, North Dakota, and
Idaho.

Comparing Map 5 (state-by-state diversity in adherents) and
Map 4 (state-by-state diversity in congregations), one can see some
striking differences. For example, the states in the South (Texas,
Louisiana, and Alabama) are among the least diverse in terms of
their congregations. However, the same states are among the most
diverse when looking at their adherents. An opposite example would
be Nevada, New Hampshire, and Vermont. While among the states
with the highest diversity in congregations, these three are simulta-
neously among the states with the lowest diversity in adherents.

Hence, which American states are most religiously diverse
considering both congregational diversity and diversity in adherents?

Considering the rank of each state for diversity in both their
congregations and adherents, the five state that are most religiously
diverse (starting from the top and in descending order): New Jersey,
Illinois, New York, North Dakota, and Idaho. In contrast, the five

3 n addition to the 13 “religious families” listed in Question 4, the index of diver-
sity in adherents also includes one more category: unaffiliated people - i.e.
people who are not adherents of any religious group enumerated by the study.

states with the lowest religious diversity are (from bottom up):
Utah, Oregon, West Virginia, Kentucky, and Montana.

6. Is there any U.S. state where adherents of one
religious body constitute an absolute majority of
the state’s total population?

Utah is the only U.S. state where adherents of a single religious
body - the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints — constitutes
nearly two-thirds of the state’s total population (65%).

However, if we look not at the state’s total population but just
its religious adherents, then four states have a strong presence (more
than 60% of all adherents) of a single religious body: Utah (the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints constitutes 85.4% of all
religious adherents), Rhode Island (Catholics, 78.8%), Massachusetts
(Catholics, 73.0%), and New Jersey (Catholics, 61.3%).

7. Are there any U.S. counties which are fully
“religiously homogeneous:” that is, in which all
their religious adherents belong to the same
religious body?

The quick answer to this question is “yes” There are seven U.S.
counties or county equivalents where the U.S. Religion Census
located only one religious body that reported at least one congrega-
tion. These seven fully “religiously homogeneous” counties include:

o Three counties in Utah: Daggett, Piute, and Rich (Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints)

Map 5: State by State Diversity in Religious Adherents, 2020
Simpson'’s Diversity Index Applied to Adherents for 13 Categories of Religious Families and 1 Unaffiliated Category

Diversity Range

[ | 20% with Least Diversity

[ ] 20% with Moderate Diversity
[ 20% with Typical Diversity
I 20% with Much Diversity
I 20% with Most Diversity
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» Two counties in Nebraska: Logan (Catholic Church) and
Loup (Assemblies of God)

o Kenedy County, Texas (Catholic Church)

« Lake and Peninsula Borough, Alaska (Orthodox Church in
America).

Notably, all of these counties, with the exception of Loup and
Kenedy, contain multiple congregations that all belong to the same
religious body.

8. Are there any counties in the United States
which do not have a single religious congregation?

The United States has many areas that are desolate and uninhab-
ited. Yet, in the entire country (including Alaska), there are only two
counties without a single religious congregation: Alpine County in
California and Loving County in Texas. With respective populations
of 1,204 and 64 people (as of the 2020 U.S. Census), Alpine County
is the least populous county in California, while Loving County is
the least populous county in all the 50-states in the United States.

An interesting fact about Alpine County is that 96% of its land
is owned by the Federal government (the highest percentage in
California).* A partial explanation of this fact is that a significant
part of the county is covered by three national forests: Eldorado,
Stanislaus, and Humboldt-Toiyabe.

As to the lack of an active congregation in Loving County, due
to its tiny population the county does not even have a cemetery.
Also, during the COVID-19 pandemic, Loving County was the last
county in the contiguous United States to confirm at least one case
of COVID-19.°

9. Which county in the United States has the
greatest number of religious congregations, and
which has the greatest number of religious
adherents?

The answer to both questions is the same: Los Angeles County
in California. It is home to 5,645 religious congregations (1.6% of
all U.S. congregations) with 5,111,616 adherents participating in
these congregations (3.2% of all U.S. religious adherents). Out of
this county’s total population, the adherents of various religious
congregations constitute 51%.

10. Is it true that various non-Christian religions
are surging in the United States, and the country
is rapidly becoming less “Christian?”

Looking at changes in the number of adherents among the reli-
gious bodies with reported data in both 2010 and 2020, the answer to
this question is: “the adherents of non-Christian religious congrega-
tions are growing in numbers, but the changes are not as dramatic
as some people may think” Figure 2 shows that between 2010 and

4 Sabalow, Ryan; Kasler, Dale; Reese, Phillip (January 9, 2016). “Rural Californians
sympathize with protesters’ goals in Oregon standoff.” The Sacramento Bee.

5 Goodman, David (November 17, 2020). “The county with no Coronavirus
cases? No longer.” The New York Times.

2020, the share of Christian adherents declined only by 1.2% (from
95.2% to 94.0%), while the share of adherents participating in various
non-Christian congregations rose from 4.8% to 6.0%.

Figure 2: Percentage of Christian and non-Christian Religious
Bodies Among Total U.S. Religious Adherents

[ Christian Religious Bodies Non-Christian Religious Bodies

100% 4.8% 6.0%

75%

50%

25%

Percent of Religious
Adherents

0%
2010 2020

11. Which US. states have the strongest presence
of adherents of various non-Christian religions?

The U.S. Religion Census offers data on a number of non-
Christian faith communities. Among them, five have a relatively
strong presence — both in terms of their number of adherents and in
the attention they receive in literature, mass-media, etc. These five
are: Bahdi, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism. Hence, we
will answer this question specifically for these five faith communities.

Nationwide, the combined percentage of their adherents in the
U.S. total population is only 2.71%, including: 1.34% for Islam,
0.62% for Judaism, 0.38% for Hinduism, 0.32% for Buddhism, and
0.05% for Bah&i. However, these figures vary considerably from
state to state.

For these five faith communities combined and separately for
each, Table 2 provides data on the three U.S. states which have the
highest percentages of their adherents in these states’ total populations.

When looking at all five combined, New York has the strongest
presence of adherents of these faith communities in its total pop-
ulation. For each faith community individually, Illinois has the most
Muslims, New York is highest in Jewish adherents, Hawaii has the
greatest percentage of Buddhist adherents, both New Jersey and
Delaware are the top states for Hindu adherents, while South
Carolina stands out by the presence of Bah41 adherents.

Table 2: Top Three U.S. States with the Highest Percentage of
Adherents in the Total Population for Five non-Christian Groups

Religious Body State #1 State #2 State #3
All five non-
Christian groups | New York: 8.4% | New Jersey: 71% | Maryland: 5.2%
combined
Islam Illinois: 3.7% New York: 3.6% New Jersey: 3.5%
Judaism New York: 3.8% | New Jersey:21% |Maryland: 1.3%
Buddhism Hawaii: 3.8% Washington: 1.0% | California: 0.8%

. . New York &

. 0, . (o)
Hinduism New Jersey: 1.3% | Delaware: 1.3% New Mexico: 0.7%
South Carolina: | New Mexico & ) . o

Baha'i 0.33% Oregon: 013% Arizona: 0.12%

2020 U.S. Religion Census * usreligioncensus.org

19



12. How large are American religious
congregations?

Considering all the religious bodies who reported both the
number of their congregations and their adherents to the U.S.
Religion Census, the average religious congregation in America has
490 people. At the same time, there is huge variation in the size of a
typical congregation among Americas diverse faith communities.
Table 3a shows the five religious bodies with the largest average
congregations, while table 3b indicates the five religious bodies
with the smallest average congregations.®

Table 3a: The Five Religious Bodies Having the
Largest Congregations

Average (Mean) Number of
Adherents Per Single
Congregation

Religious Body

Catholic Church 3188
Hindu Temples 1,920
Islam 1,607

Armenian Apostolic Church of America

(Catholicosate of Cilicia) 1m

Armenian Apostolic Church of America

(Catholicosate of Etchmiadzin) 1070

Table 3b: The Five Religious Bodies Having the
Smallest Congregations

Average (Mean) Number of
Adherents Per Single
Congregation

Religious Body

Independent Yearly Meeting of Friends 37
Church of God General Conference 38
Indian Bottom Association of Old Regular

] 43
Baptists
United Holy Church of America Inc. 51
Seventh Day Baptist General Conference, 57

USA and Canada

13. Geographically, how widespread throughout
the United States are various religious bodies
enumerated by the U.S. Religion Census? Over
time, are they establishing congregations in new
places and expanding their geographic presence?

How widespread a religious body is depends, of course, on its
overall size. Some religious groups have just a few congregations in
a very limited number of places. But others are present through the
entire country. With congregations in 2,989 out of 3,143 U.S. counties
(i.e., in 95% of all U.S. counties), the United Methodist Church is
the most geographically widespread group.

Table 4 offers information on the ten religious bodies whose
congregations are present in the greatest number of counties.

¢ In order to assure that the “average” values are reasonably meaningful, only
religious bodies reporting at least 30 congregations were included in the
calculations.

The answer to the question about changes in geographic presence
between 2010 and 2020 is that some religious bodies grew, while
some shrank. A total of 212 religious bodies provided county-level
data on the number of their congregations in both 2010 and 2020.
Of these, 70 expanded their presence into more counties over the
decade, 22 did not change, while 122 “shrank” in terms of their
geographic coverage.

Table 5 lists the ten largest (by the total number of congregations
in 2020) U.S. religious bodies that reported data on congregations in
both 2010 and 2020. For each, it shows the actual decadal changes
in number of congregations and counties present, as well as the
percentage change in the number of counties present. Overall, for
these ten largest religious bodies, the picture of geographic distribu-
tion of their congregations remains fairly stable.

Table 4: Ten Geographically Most Widespread Religious Bodies,
by Number of Counties in Which Their Congregations Are Present

Number of Percent of

Religious Body Counties with | Counties with
Congregations | Congregations

United Methodist Church 2,989 95%
Catholic Church 2,961 94%
Non-Denominational Christian Churches 2,753 86%
Southern Baptist Convention 2,677 85%
Churches of Christ 2,391 76%
Presbyterian Church (USA) 2,224 71%
Jehovah's Witnesses 2,166 69%
Episcopal Church 1,971 63%
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 1,918 61%
Seventh-Day Adventist Church 1,805 57%

14. Final, and perhaps most important question:
Would you be willing to help us improve the
next U.S. Religion Census in 20307

If you are involved in any congregation, have a look at the full
list of religious bodies which participated in the 2020 U.S. Religion
Census (available at www.usreligioncensus.org): is your group
present on this list? And if “no,” can you help us to engage it for the
next U.S. Religion Census in 2030?

Over the past five decades, the U.S. Religion Census is increas-
ingly comprehensive and inclusive. While in 1971 it enumerated
only 53 religious bodies, as many as 372 have participated in the
most recent 2020 Census. We will be grateful for any input which
would result in even greater participation in 2030.

20
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Table 5: 2010-2020 Change in the Geographic Presence of Congregations

Ten Largest Religious Bodies by
Number of Congregations in 2020

Congregations 2010 >>
Congregations 2020

Counties present in 2010 >>
Counties present in 2020

2010-2020 Percent Change in the
Number of Counties Where
Congregations are Present

Southern Baptist Convention

50,816 >> 51,379

2,702 >> 2,677

-1%

Non-Denominational Christian Churches

35,496 >> 44,319

2,665 >> 2,753

3%

United Methodist Church

33,323 >> 30,051

2,991 >>2,989

0%

Catholic Church

20,589 >> 19,405

2,960 >> 2,961

0%

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

13,601 >> 14,567

1,873 >>1913

2%

Assemblies of God

12,258 >>12,739

2,563 >> 2,510

2%

Jehovah's Witnesses

5769 >>12,285

2,221 >> 2166

2%

Churches of Christ

12,584 >>11,881

2,427 >> 2,391

-1%

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

9,846 >> 8,857

1,739 >> 1,698

-1%

Presbyterian Church (USA)

10,487 >> 8,851

2,358 >> 2224

-6%
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Historical Efforts to Collect U.S. Data on

Religious Congregations

Clifford Grammich

n many nations, population censuses regularly collect data on

religion. Censuses in both Canada and Mexico are among those

collecting such data. Canada has collected data on religion in its
census since 1871;' supplemental surveys administered to 25 percent
of households in the 2021 Canadian Census found 63 percent claim
a religious identification, primarily Christian.? Mexico, too, has
routinely collected data on religion in its census; its 2020 Census
found the population to be nearly 80 percent Catholic, with a
growing proportion who profess no religion.’

The U.S. Census Bureau collected data on religion regularly
from the mid-19th to the mid-20th century, but, with minor excep-
tions, has not done so since then. The most extensive Census Bureau
efforts to gather data on religion focused on religious bodies and
their congregations rather than individuals.

This chapter discusses historical efforts to gather data on U.S.
religion. It focuses on efforts by the Census Bureau as well as more
recent efforts in a series currently conducted by the Association of
Statisticians of American Religious Bodies (ASARB). As such, it
focuses on efforts to gather data on congregations, but it also
discusses some related efforts to gather data on individuals.

U.S. Census Efforts to Gather Data on Religion
Initial Efforts in the Decennial Census

The first U.S. efforts to gather data on religion were in the 1850
decennial census. Census takers asked local faith leaders about
religion in their communities, including the number of houses of
worship, their seating capacities, and their property values.* The
results indicated there were 18 principal denominations in the
United States. The censuses of 1860 and 1870 took similar
approaches. From 1850 to 1870, the number of churches and
congregations included in the census increased from 38,061 to

TRichard Ostling, May 6, 2023, “Here Is a Strange Question: Why Doesn't the
U.S. Census Ask Questions About Religion?” Get Religion. Available (as of May 11,
2023) at https://www.getreligion.org/getreligion/2023/5/3/so-here-is-a-logical-
question-why-doesnt-the-us-census-ask-questions-about-religion.

2 Statistics Canada, March 29, 2023, Census Profile, 2021 Census of Population.
Available (as of May 5, 2023) at https://www]12.statcan.gc.ca/census-
recensement/2021/dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E.

3 National Institute of Statistics and Geography (INEGI), 2023, Religion. Available
(as of May 5,2023) at https://fenwww.inegi.org.mx/temas/religion/.

4 Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, 2008, U.S. Religious Landscape Survey,
Appendix 3: A Brief History of Religion and the U.S. Census. Available (as of
May 11, 2023) at https://www.pewresearch.org/wp- content/uploads/sites/7/
2008/02/report-religious-landscape-study-appendix3.pdf.

72,459.° The 1870 Census also tabulated 27 distinct religious tradi-
tions. These included two Baptist groupings, Catholics, Episcopa-
lians, Friends, Jews, Latter-day Saints, Lutherans, Methodists, two
Presbyterian groupings, Adventists, Shakers, and Unitarians.

The 1880 U.S. Census expanded Census efforts yet again in
collecting data on religion.® That year, the Census collected, through
correspondence with denominational officials, statistics on the
number and status of congregational staff, the number of congrega-
tion members, criteria for membership in the congregation, average
attendance, founding date, and congregation income, expenditures,
and debt.” The Census also sought information on local contextual
information such as proportion of population in a congregation’s
locality that attends any religious service and the number of other
congregations within a three-mile radius. The Department of the
Interior, which was responsible for the Census prior to 1902, cited
both lack of funds for publication and the views of some Census
officials that the data were unreliable as their reasons for declining
to publish the results on religious bodies.?

In 1890, the Census collected—and, this time, published—in-
formation on religion, including the number of faith or worship
leaders in each religious body.” The 1890 Census did take a more
focused approach than the 1880 effort, seeking a scope of “inquiry
broad enough to embrace the necessary items of information, and
narrow enough to insure success in collecting, tabulating, and
publishing them'® The 1890 Census also made an adjustment in
how it counted Catholics, which remained the single-largest religious
body in the United States, counting communicants rather than
population.

5 U.S. Department of the Interior, no date, “Statistics of Churches in the
United States at the Censuses of 1870, 1860, and 1850." Available (as of May 11,
2023) at https://www2.census.goVv/library/publications/decennial/1870/
population/1870a-48.pdf.

6 John Turner, October 7, 2019, “Religion and the U.S. Census,” American
Religious Ecologies. Available (as of May 11, 2023) at https://religiousecologies.
org/blog/religion-and-the-u.s.-census/.

m

7 Kevin J. Christiano, Fall 1984, "Numbering Israel: The U.S. Census and
Religious Organizations,” Social Science History, Vol. 8, No. 4, pp. 341-370.
Available (as of May 12, 2023) at https://doi.org/10.2307/1171096.

& William Hull, July 1889, “A Census Which Ignores Religion and Higher
Education,” Lutheran Quarterly. Available (as of May 11, 2023) at https:/
vasilyrusanov.com/assets/docs/soc_stats/Iutheran_quarterly_1889.pdf.

® Turner, 2019.

19 H. K. Carroll, 1912, The Religious Forces of the United States: Enumerated,
Classified, and Described, New York: Scribner’s. Available (as of May 12, 2023)
at https://books.google.com/books/download/The_Religious_Forces_of_the_
United_State.pdf?id=8Z9AAAAAIAAJ&ouUtput=pdf.

22

2020 U.S. Religion Census * usreligioncensus.org



The 1890 collection included 145 denominations in 18 family
groupings. Reporting bodies ranged in size from the Catholic Church,
which reported 6,231,127 affiliated individuals, and the Methodist
Episcopal Church, with 25,861 congregations, to Adonai Shomo,
with 1 congregation and 20 affiliated individuals."! Most of the
bodies included were Christian, but the report on the 1890 results
also included Orthodox Jewish congregations, Reform Jewish
congregations, “Chinese Temples,” the Society for Ethical Culture,
Spiritualists, and the Theosophical Society."

The Religious Bodies Series

The 1902 establishment of the Census Bureau as a permanent
office marked a shift in how the Census collected data on religion."
The law creating the Census Bureau also authorized it to undertake a
separate decennial enumeration of religious bodies. For most religious
bodies, the Census Bureau had individual congregations report their
own membership, capacity, and finances. For others, including the
Catholic Church and Jewish organizations, the Census Bureau had
officials of the bodies collect the data. For still others, such as leading
African American bodies, the Census Bureau employed its own
agents to collect the data.

The resulting series on Religious Bodies from 1906 to 1936
yielded an extraordinary amount of information. This included not
only detailed characteristics of congregations but also detailed
histories and background information from the religious bodies."*
Among data on congregations collected in the Religious Bodies
series was that on year of establishment, amount of debt, language
of services, number of faith or worship leaders and their salaries,
the number of congregation-operated schools and their personnel,
and demographic characteristics of congregations.'

The Religious Bodies data showed growth in the number of
reporting religious bodies over time, and for congregations through
1926 (see Table 1). The Census Bureau’s Religious Bodies series
faltered after that. While the number of religious bodies participating
in 1936 was greater than ever, the number of congregations reported
decreased by more than 30,000 from what was reported in 1926. This
was likely a result of congregational failure to report rather than a
decrease in the number of congregations.’® The Census Bureau
estimated that half of Southern Baptist congregations did not submit
data in 1936. As a result, the number of reported Southern Baptist
congregations decreased from 23,374 in 1926 to 13,815 in 1936.
Other possible reasons for decreased participation in the 1936

T Historical data on religion, including that from past U.S. Census Bureau
collections on Religious Bodies and ASARB USRC tabulations, are available at
the Association of Religion Data Archives, https://thearda.com/data-
archive/browse-alphabetically (as of May 11, 2023).

2 U.S. Department of the Interior Census Office, 1894, “Statistics of Churches
of the United States at the Eleventh Census, 1890." Available (as of June 12,
2023) at https://mwww2.census.goV/library/publications/decennial/1890/olume-
9/1890a_v9-01.pdf.

3 Turner, 2019.
“Turner, 2019.
> Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, 2008.
6 Turner, 2019.

Table 1: Number of Religious Bodies, Congregations, and Affiliated
Individuals in U.S. Census Bureau Tabulations, 1890 to 1936

Religious Total Total Affiliated
Year Bodies Congregations Individuals

Reporting Reported Reported
1890 145 165,177 20,613,364
1906 195 212,229 40,208,812
1916 200 227474 41,926,854
1926 230 232,154 58,017,092
1936 262 199,302 58,524,213

study included dislocations caused by the Great Depression as well
as fears among some religious leaders of New Deal intentions."”

Demise of the Religious Bodies Series and Tentative
Consideration of Individual Data

The Census Bureau collected data for the Religious Bodies
study in 1946 but shelved the project when Congress failed to
appropriate money to complete its tabulation or publication.'® By
1956, Congress had discontinued all funding for this work. The
discontinuation of this series was, in part, a casualty of World War
I1. In the wake of the Holocaust, members of Congress thought
there would be little net benefit in producing documentation on
religious divisions in U.S. society."” With one exception discussed
below, the Census Bureau did not again collect data on religious
congregations.

Changes in Census Bureau leadership under the Eisenhower
administration led to interest in a decennial Census question on
religion.” By the 1950s, about half the nations in the world with
populations of at least 500,000 had at least one question regarding
individual religion on their census, with Switzerland having asked
such questions since 1860.* Both the director of the Census Bureau
and the assistant director for demographic fields were interested in
religion and sought to include it in the decennial Census.” Such
interest led to inclusion of a question on religion in the Current
Population Survey in 1957.” This is the only time the Census Bureau
has asked a cross section of the population about its religious identity.

7 Christiano, 1984.
'8 Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, 2008.

9 Kevin M. Schultz, September 2006, “Religion as Identity in Postwar America:
The Last Serious Attempt to Put a Question on Religion in the United States
Census,” The Journal of American History, Vol. 93, No. 2, pp. 359-384. Available
(as of May 12, 2023) at https://doi.org/10.2307/4486234.

20 Schultz, 2006.

2 Dorothy Good, January 1959, “Religion in the United States Census,”
Population Index, Vol. 25, No. 1, pp. 3-16. Available (as of May 12, 2023) at
https://doi.org/10.2307/2731545.

22 Schultz, 2006.

2 Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, 2008; Samuel A. Mueller and Angela
V. Lane, March 1972, “Tabulations from the 1957 Current Population Survey on
Religion: A Contribution to the Demography of American Religion,” Journal
for the Scientific Study of Religion, Vol. 11, No. 1, pp. 76-98, available (as of May
12, 2023) at https://doi.org/10.2307/1384300; U.S. Census Bureau, 1958, “Religion
Reported by the Civilian Population of the United States,” Current Population
Reports, Series P-20, No. 79.
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The proposal to include questions on religion in the decennial
Census foundered in the face of division among religious bodies
and social scientists.”* Among religious bodies, the Catholic Church
favored the proposal in part to demonstrate its numerical strength
and in part to better plan schools and hospitals. Jewish groups
opposed it in part because of First Amendment concerns and in part
because such tabulations might fuel anti-Semitism. A Jewish state-
ment of opposition to the proposal also suggested that “questions of
religious belief ‘are basically a matter of individual judgment not
subject to objective verification’ and hardly susceptible to accurate
definition . . . due to the complexity and varying subtleties of religious
denominations, an undue responsibility [would be] placed on a
census enumerator whose data might be colored by his own religious
identification”® Some social scientists have continued to raise similar
concerns over time, with one recently stating, “Religious affiliation
or identity may be too complicated a matter for government nose-
counters to deal with accurately”?

Ultimately, the director of the Census Bureau, who had initially
favored the proposal, decided against it, noting the mandatory nature
of the decennial census and the possible reluctance of some persons
to complete a census form with a question on religion.”” In 1976,
the Census Bureau rejected another proposal to include a religion
question on the decennial census, again citing the mandatory
nature of the Census.?

Federal law now prohibits the Census Bureau from asking
non-voluntary questions regarding religious beliefs or membership
in a religious body.” Information on individual religious beliefs in
the United States has become increasingly available over time
through non-governmental population surveys.*

Today, though the Census Bureau can ask voluntary questions
about religion, it collects information on religious activities in only
two limited ways. First, the Survey of Income and Program Partici-
pation asks questions about contact with religious organizations
generally (e.g., as source of material support, location of child’s
activities).’!

Second, the Census Bureau’s annual collection of County
Business Patterns data includes data on “religious organizations.”*

24 Schultz, 2006.

2 Jewish Telegraphic Agency, September 30, 1957, “Jews Oppose Inclusion of
Religion in 1960 U.S. Census,” Daily News Bulletin, p. 4. Available (as of May 12,
2023) at https://wwwi.jta.org/archive/jews-oppose-inclusion-of-question-on-
religion-in-1960-u-s-census.

26 Ostling, 2023.

27 Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, 2008.

28 Pew Forum on Religion & Pubilic Life, 2008.

22 Public Law 94-521, October 17,1976. Available (as of May 12, 2023) at
https://www.congress.gov/94/statute/STATUTE-90/STATUTE-90-Pg2459.pdf.

30 See, for example, Tom W. Smith et al,, serial, General Social Surveys, Chicago:
National Opinion Research Center, as well as Pew Research Center, 2007 and
2014, Religious Landscape Study, summary available (as of May 12, 2023) at
https:/Mmwww.pewresearch.org/religion/religious-landscape-study/.

31 U.S. Census Bureau, August 2022, 2021 Survey of Income and Program
Participation: User’s Guide. Available (as of May 12, 2023) at https:/www2.cen
sus.gov/programs-surveys/sipp/tech-documentation/methodology/2021_
SIPP_Users_Guide_AUG22.pdf.

For establishments grouped by six-digit North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS) codes, this series provides county-
level data on establishments, employment, and payroll. It considers
religious organizations under NAICS code 813110. This includes
“establishments primarily engaged in operating religious organiza-
tions, such as churches, religious temples, mosques, and monasteries”
as well as “establishments primarily engaged in administering an
organized religion or promoting religious activities.”** For 2020,
County Business Patterns indicated there were 183,327 “establish-
ments” with NAICS code 813110. This was fewer than the 356,642
congregations tabulated in the 2020 U.S. Religion Census (USRC)
conducted by ASARB. We surmise one reason for the difference is
that some religious congregations, lacking paid employees, are not
“establishments” as defined by County Business Patterns.

Legacy of Census Bureau Efforts

Though roughly a century old now, the Census Bureau’s series
on religious bodies remains a valuable resource for analysis of U.S.
religion. Its tabulations, when combined with those of the USRC
series since 1952, offer comparable data on long-standing religious
bodies such as the Catholic Church and the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, and, when combining earlier categories, can yield insights over
a century on bodies such as the United Methodist Church and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. At the same time, the
Census Bureau’s gathering of statistics on Religious Bodies had several
problems, some of which remain difficult to address. These include
varying definitions of membership, falsification of membership
statistics (both to increase or decrease reported totals, depending on
circumstances in a congregation and its polity), poor record-keeping
by congregations, inadequate coverage, and errors in tabulation. A
historical analysis of those statistics concluded that the series had
considerable usefulness for students of religion and society, but that
much of the research on them suffered from inadequate understand-
ing of their limitations and possibilities.** ASARB has sought to
address many of these problems over time, with efforts improving
as social science methods improve, though some longstanding
problems remain.

From Churches and Church Membership to the
U.S. Religion Census
Churches and Church Membership, 1952

Following the demise of the Census Bureau’s series on Religious
Bodies, the National Council of Churches undertook a national
tabulation of religious congregations and their membership.** The

32 U.S. Census Bureau, annual, County Business Patterns. Available (as of May
12, 2023) at https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cbp.html.

33 U.S. Census Bureau, 2023, North American Industry Classification System:
813110—Religious Organizations. Available (as of May 12, 2023) at https://www.
census.gov/naics/?input=religious+organizations&year=20228&details=813110.

34 Christiano, 1984.

35 Laura B. Whitman and Glen W. Trimble, 1956-1958, Churches and Church
Membership in the United States: An Enumeration and Analysis by
Counties, States, and Regions (80 bulletins), New York: National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.
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results, published in a series of 80 pamphlets from 1956 to 1958 on
Churches and Church Membership, summarized, by county, 1952
data on religious congregations and their members in 114 religious
bodies. These ranged from longstanding large bodies such as the
Catholic Church and the Southern Baptist Convention to the
Church of Jesus Christ (Cutlerites).

These data had some shortcomings.? First, as in the previous
Religious Bodies series conducted by the Census Bureau, definitions
of membership varied by body; the most common variation was by
whether only adult members or others were counted. Second, the
tabulation included congregations but not numbers of affiliated
individuals for six bodies, including the Church of God in Christ,
Bahd1, and two Orthodox Christian bodies, and affiliated individuals
but not congregations for Judaism and the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints.

Churches and Church Membership, 1971

The next effort took place in 1971, with the National Council of
Churches working with the Glenmary Research Center (a Catholic
agency), and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod to collect and
tabulate, by county, data on congregations and affiliated individuals
for 53 religious bodies.*”” Though this represented the smallest
number of religious bodies to participate in the series, the total
number of affiliated individuals did represent nearly half the total
U.S. population as enumerated in the Census of the previous year.

The Glenmary Research Center largely led the efforts of the
1971 (and 1980) studies. The mission of Glenmary, a Catholic order
founded in 1939, has been to establish a Catholic presence in rural
counties lacking one. This effectively meant a focus on the rural South
and its large number of counties, many without a Catholic church
or priest. County-level data was critical for such work. Glenmary had
long published maps of “no priest land” (highlighting, for example,
the roughly one-third of U.S. counties that in the 1930s did not have
a resident Catholic priest). To this, using 1971 data, Glenmary
added maps of Catholic population prevalence by county as well as
the dominant religious family by county. The county-level data have
also proved useful to other religious bodies who typically divide
their polities by counties.

The principal method of the 1971 study was to contact all U.S.
religious bodies listed in the Yearbook of American and Canadian
Churches, inviting them to submit their own data. The 1971 study
undertook an innovation to make statistics on affiliated individuals
across religious bodies. It invited participants to submit data on both
members, as each body defined the term, and adherents, which was
to include others regularly participating in congregational life, such
as children and those who attended but were not full members.

36 William M. Newman, Peter L. Halvorson, and Jennifer Brown, Winter 1977,
“Problems and Potential Uses of the 1952 and 1972 National Council of
Churches’ ‘Churches and Church and Membership in the United States’
Studies,” Review of Religious Research, Vol. 18, No. 2, pp. 167-173, available (as
of May 12, 2023) at https://doi.org/10.2307/3509651.

37 Douglas Johnson, Paul R. Picard, and Bernard Quinn, 1974, Churches and
Church Membership in the United States 1971: An Enumeration by Region,
State, and County, Washington, D.C.: Glenmary Research Center.

Among participating religious bodies, fewer than half provided data
on both members and adherents.*® For those providing data on
members but not adherents, the compilers used a mathematical
formula to estimate adherents. Over time, the number of bodies
reporting their own adherent data has increased, though some,
such as the Southern Baptist Convention, continue to rely on the
mathematical formula of study compilers for adherent estimates.

The 1971 study had several shortcomings. It had no non-
Christian participation. It had no participation from historically
African American religious bodies. It had no Orthodox Christian
participation. It also lacked participation from prominent bodies
such as the Assemblies of God and, like the 1952 effort, had data on
affiliated individuals but not congregations for the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Churches and Church Membership, 1980

The 1980 study, conducted by the National Council of Churches,
the Glenmary Research Center, the African Methodist Episcopal
Zion Church, the Southern Baptist Convention, and the Lutheran
Council in the U.S.A., corrected some of the problems in the 1971
study. It included 111 religious bodies, compared to 53 in 1971
and 114 in 1952. The number of affiliated individuals it tabulated
again represented nearly half the population of the corresponding
decennial Census. It also regained participation from the Assemblies
of God and published data on both congregations and adherents
for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. It included
Conservative Judaism and Reform Judaism, although it had no other
bodies from Judaism, nor any other non-Christian bodies. It included
the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, although it had no
other participation from historically African American religious
bodies. It included data from three Orthodox Christian bodies,
although several were still lacking.

Churches and Church Membership, 1990

Following the 1980 study, and changes in leadership at the
Glenmary Research Center, the county-level enumeration of religious
bodies needed a new home. Glenmary approached ASARB about the
possibility of taking responsibility for the decadal study. ASARB,
founded in 1934, has long sought to increase standardization in
statistics on U.S. religion. And many of its members, as the statisti-
cians for their religious bodies, had already been reporting the
relevant statistics for this series.

ASARB agreed to take on this task and designated the Church
of the Nazarene Research Department to lead it, a role it continued
through 2020. Under this leadership, the series would undertake
several innovations in coming decades. These would include greater
inclusion of both Christian and non-Christian bodies, use of other
data sources to verify or, where necessary, generate statistics, and

3% Newman, Halvorson, and Brown, 1977.

% Bernard Quinn, Herman Anderson, Martin Bradley, Paul Goetting and
Peggy Shriver, 1982, Churches and Church Membership in the United States
1980: An Enumeration by Region, State, and County Based on Data Reported
by 111 Religious Bodies, Atlanta: Glenmary Research Center.
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use of congregation-only statistics where adherent statistics were
lacking.

ASARB conducted the 1990 work and has conducted each entry
in the series since. The 1990 work included 133 religious bodies, the
most in such a study since the Census Bureau series on Religious
Bodies.®’ It tabulated more than a quarter-million religious congre-
gations, the most any similar study had tabulated. The number of
affiliated individuals tabulated for the 1990 study exceeded 50 percent
of the population.

Although the core method of the 1990 work was that of earlier
years—i.e., enlisting participation among religious bodies listed in
the Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches—the 1990 work
also undertook several innovations to improve its coverage. Among
these were estimates for historically African American religious
bodies, Jewish populations, and independent churches.

Three historically African American religious bodies—the
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, the Bible Church of
Christ, Inc., and the Fire Baptized Holiness Church (Wesleyan)—
submitted their own data. To these, the 1990 study added survey-
based estimates of Black Baptist populations, using both the
national surveys and local analyses in select counties. These efforts
yielded a Black Baptist estimate of 8.7 million adherents, with no
corresponding tabulation of congregations.

For its estimate of Jewish populations, the 1990 work compiled
population estimates from local Jewish Federations, allocating these
by county. For its count of Jewish congregations, it relied on the
Jewish Almanac. This process provided the most extensive count of
congregations and affiliated individuals in Judaism to date in the
series, but it did not differentiate these by tradition within Judaism.
The 1990 work did not include any other non-Christian traditions.

For its estimate of independent churches, the 1990 work relied on
telephone contacts with congregations having at least 300 adherents.
It differentiated these as charismatic or non-charismatic churches.
This added more than 2,000 congregations and more than two
million adherents to the tabulation.

Religious Congregations & Membership, 2000

The 2000 work expanded on the efforts of 1990 in several
ways.*! One of the most prominent was the inclusion of several
non-Christian religious bodies. This prompted ASARB to change
the name of the work to Religious Congregations and Membership to
better reflect religious bodies whose congregations were not, in fact,
known as “churches,” but rather as temples, masjids, gurdwaras, or
still another term.

40 Martin B. Bradley, Norman M. Green Jr.,, Dale E. Jones, Mac Lynn and Lou
McNeil, 1992, Churches and Church Membership in the United States 1990:
An Enumeration by Region, State and County Based on Data Reported for
133 Church Groupings, Atlanta: Glenmary Research Center.

4 Dale E. Jones, Sherri Doty, Clifford Grammich, James E. Horsch, Richard
Houseal, Mac Lynn, John P. Marcum, Kenneth M. Sanchagrin, and Richard H.
Taylor, Religious Congregations & Membership in the United States 2000: An
Enumeration by Region, State and County Based on Data Reported for 149
Religious Bodies, Nashville, Tenn.: Glenmary Research Center.

The 2000 work included 149 religious bodies and still more
congregations than the 1990 work did. Its tabulation of affiliated
individuals again represented about half the U.S. population in the
decennial Census that year. One of the chief innovations of the 2000
work was the inclusion of 14 bodies for which data on congregations
but not affiliated individuals was available. Among these were several
bodies that had never participated in similar efforts, whether in the
series now conducted by ASARB or in the earlier Census Bureau
series on religious bodies.

The 2000 series replicated the 1990 work in including an esti-
mated Jewish population and congregations, again not differentiated
by tradition. To this, it added several non-Christian bodies, includ-
ing the first tabulations in the series of Muslim congregations and
adherents, Bahd1i congregations and adherents, and of Buddhist,
Hindu, Jain, Sikh, Tao, and Zoroastrian congregations.

The 2000 work was lacking in participation of historically
African American religious bodies. The National Primitive Baptist
Convention, USA, participated, but none of those who had partici-
pated in 1980 and 1990 did so. The work did, of course, include
African Americans in other religious bodies. Proof of this was in
the total number of adherents exceeding the non-African American
population but representing reasonable ratios of the population in
89 Southern counties. Still, the lack of participation by historically
African American religious bodies remained a serious drawback.

The 2000 work did include the most extensive collection of
data on Orthodox bodies in the series to that point. Altogether, 23
Orthodox bodies reported congregations to the USRC in 2000, and
19 reported adherents as well.

The 2000 work again sought to include independent churches
of at least 300 adherents, differentiating these by charismatic or
non-charismatic. The total number of such congregations included
was 1,700, with more than 2 million adherents.

2010 U.S. Religion Census

The 2010 work further expanded the scope of the series.*
Recognizing this expanded scope, ASARB changed the name of the
study to the U.S. Religion Census. The 2010 USRC included 236
religious bodies, exceeding the number of any in the previous
series, as well as all but one work in the Census Bureau’s series on
Religious Bodies. The number of congregations tabulated, 344,864,
was the most in any similar work on U.S. religion. The number of
adherents tabulated was again about half the U.S. population.

One of the most significant innovations of the 2010 USRC was
the use of denominational address lists and other data sources to
estimate congregations and adherents of several historically African
American religious bodies. This resulted in the inclusion of 16,125
congregations with 4,877,067 adherents in eight historically African
American religious bodies. For four additional historically African

42 Clifford Grammich, Kirk Hadaway, Richard Houseal, Dale E. Jones, Alexei
Krindatch, Richie Stanley, and Richard H. Taylor, 2070 U.S. Religion Census:
Religious Congregations & Membership Study—An Enumeration by Nation,
State and County Based on Data Reported for 236 Religious Groups,
Association of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies.
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American religious bodies, the USRC included congregation counts
by county. The accuracy of these data very likely varied. While, for
example, the number of congregations the USRC was able to estimate
for some historically African American religious bodies was compa-
rable to what the bodies themselves claimed, for others it was a small
fraction, and for still others it was unknown. Nevertheless, this
represented the most detailed count, if incomplete, of historically
African American religious bodies to date.

Coverage of non-Christian bodies improved in several ways.
The 2010 USRC again included data on Muslim congregations and
adherents as well as Bahdi congregations and adherents. To these it
added data on both congregations and adherents for three Buddhist
groupings, four Hindu groupings, four traditions of Judaism, and
Zoroastrianism, and data on congregations in the Jain, Shinto, Sikh,
and Tao traditions. Some of these were likely incomplete. Neverthe-
less, these numbers provided detail on non-Christian populations
that had not been available in the United States for decades, if ever.

There were also improvements in coverage of several Christian
traditions. The number of Orthodox bodies included in the USRC
remained at 23, but the number reporting adherents increased to
22 (an increase of three from the 19 reporting adherents in 2000).
The 2010 USRC included the first congregational tabulation of
Jehovah’s Witnesses in the series. It also included the first counts of
Amish and Plain Anabaptist congregations and adherents in the
series. Finally, the USRC sought to include all independent churches,
rather than just those known to have at least 300 adherents. This
yielded more than 35,000 congregations and more than 12 million
adherents.

2020 U.S. Religion Census

The 2020 USRC improved still further on these innovations. It
included 372 religious bodies, by far the most in any similar study.
This was particularly remarkable given the delays caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic. This made it more difficult both for religious
bodies to gather data on congregations as well as for USRC staff to
reach appropriate contacts for reporting the data. Ultimately, the
data were gathered and released by late 2022. This was roughly
comparable to release dates of past studies. Unlike the 2010 and
2020 studies, however, the 2020 study was not able to report any
attendance data for religious bodies.

The 2020 USRC included more than 350,000 congregations,
more than any similar study, and close to what other sources indicate
may be a complete count of religious congregations in the United
States.*? Its number of tabulated adherents yet again represented
nearly half the U.S. population. USRC adherents continued to trail
what social surveys indicate, in part because social surveys include

43 In recent decades, estimates for the total number of religious congrega-
tions in the United States have ranged from 268,000 to 414,000. See Simon
G. Brauer, 2017, “How Many Congregations Are There? Updating a Survey-
Based Estimate,” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Vol. 56, No. 2, pp.
438-448, available (as of May 12, 2023) at https://doi.org/10.1111/jssr.12330.
Because the total number of religious congregations in the United States is
not known, we cannot estimate precisely what proportion are included in
the USRC.

persons claiming a religious identification but who do not belong to
or regularly participate in a religious congregation.

The 2020 USRC improved upon many of the innovations of the
2010 work. For historically African American religious bodies, it
combined data submitted by participants with online information
from other data sources to yield data on congregations for 22 such
bodies, including data on adherents for 16 of them. Again, the
accuracy of such statistics is likely to vary by body and available
information, but it does represent detail not seen in decades, if ever.*

Coverage of non-Christian bodies remained relatively consistent.
For the third straight decade, the USRC included data on Muslim
congregations and adherents* as well as Bahdi congregations and
adherents. It included data on congregations and adherents for four
traditions of Judaism and added data on congregations for two more
traditions of Judaism.* It included data on congregations and
adherents for three Buddhist groupings, two Hindu groupings, and
of congregations in Jain, Sikh, Shinto, and Tao traditions.

Among Christian bodies, the 2020 USRC provided the first
tabulation in the series of Jehovah’s Witnesses adherents and
congregations. It again included independent churches regardless of
size, finding this group to comprise the second-largest identifiable
religious body in the United States.*” It included data on congrega-
tions and adherents for 24 Orthodox Christian bodies, and on
congregations alone for two more Orthodox Christian bodies.** It
repeated its count of Amish congregations and adherents* and
provided the most detail ever on Plain Anabaptist bodies,™ listing
congregations and adherents for several dozen.

Table 2 summarizes the number of religious bodies, congrega-
tions, and affiliated individuals in the current ASARB series, which

44 Readers wishing further information on 2020 USRC tabulations of histori-
cally African American religious bodies should consult Dale E. Jones, 2023,
2020 U.S. Religion Census Appendix D: African American Groups, available
(as of May 12, 2023) at https://www.usreligioncensus.org/sites/default/files/
2023-03/Appendix_D--African_American_Groups.pdf.

4 For more information on Muslim tabulations, see Ihsan Bagby, 2023, 2020
U.S. Religion Census Appendix K: Muslim Estimate, available (as of May 12,
2023) at https://www.usreligioncensus.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/Append
iXx_K--Muslim_Estimate.pdf.

46 For more information on Jewish tabulations, see Aaron Spiegel and Deborah
Coe, 2023, 2020 U.S. Religion Census Appendix C: Jewish Groups, available (as
of May 12, 2023) at https://www.usreligioncensus.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/
Appendix_C--Jewish_Groups.pdf.

47 For more on tabulations of such churches, see Scott Thumma, 2023, 2020
U.S. Religion Census Appendix B: Non-denominational Christian Churches,
available (as of May 12, 2023) at https://www.usreligioncensus.org/sites/default
[files/2023-03/Appendix_B--Non-denominational_Christian_Churches.pdf.

48 For more on tabulation of Orthodox Christian churches, see Alexei Krindatch,
2023,2020 U.S. Religion Census Appendix F: Orthodox Christian Groups,
available (as of May 12, 2023) at https://www.usreligioncensus.org/sites/default/
files/2023-03/Appendix_F--Orthodox_Christian_Groups.pdf.

49 For more on tabulation of Amish bodies, see Joseph F. Donnermeyer, 2023,
2020 U.S. Religion Census Appendix I: Amish Groups, available (as of May 12,
2023) at https://www.usreligioncensus.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/Append
ix_I--Amish_Groups.pdf.

%0 For more on tabulation of Plain Anabaptist bodies, see Cory Anderson, 2023,
2020 U.S. Religion Census Appendix J: Plain Anabaptist Groups, available at
https:/mwww.usreligioncensus.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/Appendix_J--
Plain_Anabaptist_Groups.pdf.
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Table 2: Number of Religious Bodies, Congregations, and Affiliated
Individuals in U.S. Religion Census Series, 1952 to 2020

Bodies Bodies . -
N R Congregations Individuals
Year Reporting Reporting Reported Reported*
Congregations | Individuals* P P
1952 M4 N4 182,856 74,125,462
1971 53 53 182,335 98,979,097
1980 m m 231,708 112,538,310
1990 133 133 255173 137,064,509
2000 149 135 268,254 141,371,963
2010 236 152 344,894 150,596,792
2020 372 217 356,642 161,224,088

* Individuals are members in 1952 and adherents since 1971.

originated with the efforts of the National Council of Churches
seven decades ago. The ASARB series has adapted over time as the
religious landscape has evolved, including, for example, more non-
Christian bodies; and as methods improve, including, for example,
online data sources that have become available only in recent decades.

The Strengths, Weaknesses, and Uses of
Congregation-Based Data

Between them, the U.S. Religion Census series currently
conducted by ASARB and the Census Bureau’s earlier series on
religious bodies provide more than a century’s worth of data on
hundreds of religious bodies. Such detail and length of time is not
available in any other source of data on U.S. religion.

To be sure, the data have their weaknesses. By including
congregational adherents, they exclude millions of other persons
who have a religious identity but not a congregational affiliation.
The quality of reported data on individuals will vary by those who
do the reporting. Membership standards vary by religious body, and
hence counts of affiliated individuals do as well. And data on most
non-Christian bodies, and many Christian ones, remain lacking.

Yet, each of these weaknesses is offset by a strength or by
improved methods. While the data, by their nature, exclude persons
without a congregational affiliation, they provide more detail on the
variety of U.S. religious life than even the most sophisticated surveys
of adherents can. The 2020 USRC, for example, included data on
nearly three dozen different Baptist bodies. This allows users not
only to assess differences in distribution of the American Baptist
Churches, USA, and the Southern Baptist Convention, but also
differences between the American Baptist Churches, USA, and the
American Baptist Association. The doctrinal differences in such
groups are real, but it is unlikely all persons belonging to these
bodies know the exact affiliations of their local congregation.

The quality of data will always vary by those who report it. Yet,
electronic record keeping is likely to have made data gathering by
religious bodies easier to accomplish over time. And electronic
resources of all kinds—ranging from online directories to other
data sources indicating likely congregational sizes—can help verify
the accuracy of statistics submitted, or even help USRC staft generate
statistics from these resources when religious bodies do not submit
data directly.

Membership standards will continue to vary by religious body,
and these can lead to variation in which individuals are, or are not,
included in a religious body. Yet adherent estimation formulae
developed in the U.S. Religion Census series can help ease these
comparability problems. Easing them even further is the growing
number of religious bodies able and willing to submit their own
adherent numbers, more inclusive than their membership numbers.

Data on many bodies, particularly non-Christian ones, have
been lacking. But the USRC has made substantial progress in recent
decades including more non-Christian bodies. This progress has
also included many Christian bodies, such as nondenominational
Christians, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Orthodox Christians, Amish, and
Plain Anabaptists, among others, who now regularly provide data
to the USRC.

As the number of regularly participating bodies increases, the
detail the USRC offers on religious life becomes increasingly vivid.
Nearly two dozen religious bodies have participated in every USRC
since 1952, and nearly six dozen have participated in five such
studies. At the same time, dozens more have seen first-time partici-
pation in recent decades. The USRC is becoming increasingly
broad, and deep.

Other researchers are increasingly realizing the value of the
data. Recent citations to the work include analyses of county-level
variation in substance abuse, political polarization, responses to the
COVID-19 pandemic, gun violence, suicide rates, social welfare
systems, environmental management, marriage patterns, juvenile
delinquency, and health promotion, among others.>

In sum, the USRC, like the Census Bureau’s series on religious
bodies before it, provides decadal snapshots of American religion
over more than a century that are unrivaled in their county-level
geographic detail and in their detail on differences in religious bodies.
Thanks to improvements in methods and extraordinary efforts by
many researchers affiliated with the project, the resolution of such
snapshots has continually improved. This has benefited analyses of
U.S. religion, and of other aspects of U.S. life affected by religion, in
countless ways.

51 See, for example, the Google list of scholarly works citing the 2010 USRC at
https://tinyurl.com/4zbs725k.
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Trends in US Religion Census Adherents Data,

2010-2020

Erica J. Dollhopf

ne of the features of the U.S. Religion Census data collection

is that it allows for the comparison of trends in adherents

over time. This enables researchers to measure, in a
relatively consistent way, what congregational involvement looks
like across religious bodies despite definitions of membership that
may vary widely and patterns of worship attendance that may only
partially encompass congregational involvement. As such, an
“adherent” in this study is intended to measure the most complete
count of individuals involved in a congregation and includes
members, children of members, and other attendees who are not
members. Adherent numbers are provided either directly from a
religious body or are estimated.’

The parameters of measuring adherence are important to note.
As noted elsewhere in this volume, the data are gathered on a
congregational level and not at an individual level, so they do not
account for people’s personal identification or beliefs. A 2020 Pew
estimate found that 30% of the U.S. population is unaffiliated with a
religious group? one might look at that figure and attempt to
reconcile it with the 51.4% of the U.S. population that the 2020 U.S.
Religion Census was unable to account for in their religious figures.
In reality, these numbers are not directly comparable - individuals
may identify with a religious group but not be an adherent of a
particular congregation; moreover, an individual could be counted
among the adherents of a particular congregation without necessarily
personally identifying with that group.’ Ultimately, the figures from
the U.S. Religion Census capture organizational rather than personal
affiliation and data should be interpreted through this lens.

Other limitations to note include that individuals may be
involved with more than one congregation; while some religious
groups may have a way of counting an individual only once who is
involved with more than one congregation within a particular
religious group, few religious groups likely capture this information
reliably and there is no way to capture this if someone is involved
with multiple congregations across religious groups. Also, close
observers of the data may see that some counties have overall
adherence rates that are higher than the county population; this is a
result of congregations being counted within the county it resides
while the actual adherents may travel from counties outside the

' Details on estimation procedures are available at the study’'s website,
https://www.usreligioncensus.org/node/1638.

2 https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2022/09/13/modeling-the-future-of-
religion-in-america/

3 Adherent data is unavailable for 84 of 236 participating religious bodies in
2010 and for 156 of 373 reporting religious bodies in 2020.

congregation’s county in order to participate. Therefore, the adherents
are counted in the county of the congregation and not the counties
in which they reside, resulting in adherent totals in some cases that
are not aligned with a county’s population. These phenomena also
likely occur on a state level when congregations are near a state
border, though these instances would not be detectable on the scale
of a state in the same way that they are detectable on a county scale.
In addition, estimation errors and/or reporting errors from religious
bodies may further contribute to instances where adherence rates
exceed the county population.

This chapter will examine patterns of religious adherence in the
United States at the national and state levels, focusing particularly
on the states with the most and fewest adherents, adherent growth
and decline, and the most notable changes in adherence rates between
2010 and 2020. While the analyses provided in this chapter are
certainly not exhaustive, they will provide an overview of adherence
trends between 2010 and 2020 and may indicate potential directions
for further research.

National Trends in Adherents

In comparing population and adherence trends nationally
between 2010 and 2020, the overarching story for both is numerical
growth.* > Both the U.S. population and the number of adherents
claimed by religious congregations has grown since 2010, and at
relatively comparable rates. See Table 1 for specific numbers. As a
result, the adherents as a percentage of the population in the United
States is virtually unchanged in the decade between 2010 and 2020:
across the United States, in 2010 religious congregations claimed
48.8% of the population; the same figure was 48.6% in 2020. While

Table 1: National Trends in Population and Adherence Patterns,
2010 and 2020

2010 2020
U.S. Population 308,745,538 331,449,281
U.S. Adherents 150,596,762 161,224,088
Adherents as a % of Population 48.8% 48.6%

“ Note that the data discussed in this chapter includes state totals for 2010
and 2020 regardless of which religious bodies reported in those years.

5 In comparing only religious bodies that reported both in 2010 and 2020, a
growth pattern is also observed, though at a slight lower rate: across all reli-
gious bodies, the overall percent increase in adherents was 7.1%; among only
those bodies that reported in both 2020, the percent increase was 5.1%.
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the overall percentage of religious adherents in the United States has
remained stable, the distribution of affiliation for these adherents
among religious groups has changed. As other chapters will address
in greater detail, these changes have largely been driven by the
growth in independent, non-denominational Christian churches,
the growth in non-Christian religious bodies, and the concurrent
decline among many Christian denominations.

In comparing the adherent maps of 2010 (Map 1) and 2020
(Map 2), some areas have increased in density of adherents where
others have decreased. The highest concentrations of adherents
continue to be in the middle band of the country, but as the
subsequent tables will show, areas of growth have not been limited
to that part of the country.

State Trends in Adherents

While the overall story at the national level is one of propor-
tional population and adherent growth, the story becomes more
varied at the state level. Population growth and decline and adher-
ent growth and decline were concentrated in particular areas.
Where the areas of most growth and decline by number and by per-
cent can tell very different stories, these examinations begin to shed
light on the complicated portrait of adherent trends in the United
States. This section is divided into two parts, the first focusing on
the states with the highest levels of adherents, adherent growth, and

highest adherence rates. The second section will focus on the lowest
levels of adherents, adherent decline, and the lowest adherence
rates.

Growth in Adherents and Adherence Rates

Understanding the shifts in adherents as a percentage of pop-
ulation at a state level benefits from some context in both population
and adherent counts and changes over the past decade. First, a look
at the population extremes among states. The 10 states with the
highest populations in 2010 and 2020 are shown in Table 2.

What is particularly notable from this table is the population of
the biggest state, California, is nearly four times that of the tenth
state on this list, Michigan; the 2020 population of Michigan is also
approximately the population difference between California and
the second most populous state in 2020, Texas. Overall, the most
highly populated states are extremely so, even in comparison with
other highly populated states. In addition, the list of states with the
most population in 2010 are the same as those in 2020, though with
a slightly different order.

In Table 3, the states with the most adherents is nearly identical
in 2010 and 2020 and nearly identical to the population rankings,
but with New Jersey appearing only in the adherent top 10 and
Michigan appearing only in the population top 10. California and
Texas continue to dominate the top two spots, while the gulf between

Map 1: Religious Adherents as a Percentage of State Population, 2010
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Based on total adherents reported in 2010 U.S. Religion Census.
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Table 2: States with the Highest Populations, 2010 and 2020 Table 3: States with the Most Adherents, 2010-2020

Rank State Population State Population Rank State Adherents State Adherents
2010 2010 2020 2020 2010 2010 2020 2020
1 California 37,253,956 | California 39,538,223 1 California 16,765,751 | California 17,726,437
2 Texas 25,145,561 | Texas 29,145,505 2 Texas 13,994,564 | Texas 16,045,479
3 New York 19,378,102 | Florida 21,538,187 3 New York 9,923,512 | New York 10,347,548
4 | Florida 18,801,310 | New York 20,201,249 4 | Florida 7,357,588 | Florida 10,140,053
5 Illinois 12,830,632 | Pennsylvania 13,002,700 5 lllinois 7,094,832 | lllinois 6,510,363
6 Pennsylvania 12,702,379 | lllinois 12,812,508 6 Pennsylvania 6,838,440 | Pennsylvania 6,097,345
7 | ohio 11,536,504 | Ohio 1,799,448 7 | ohio 5,071,684 | Ohio 5,646,238
8 Michigan 9,883,640 | Georgia 10,711,908 8 Georgia 4,924,376 | North Carolina 5,443,737
9 Georgia 9,687,653 | North Carolina 10,439,388 9 New Jersey 4,809,520 | Georgia 5,439,946
10 North Carolina 9,535,483 | Michigan 10,077,331 10 North Carolina 4,530,365 | New Jersey 4,846,460
numbers is much narrower. As it was in Table 2 with population Shifting focus to the changes in population and adherents
data, California’s number of adherents is approaching four times between 2010 and 2020 in Table 4, however, tells a different story.
that of the #10 ranked state. At this level, it appears that the largest Only two states with the highest populations - Texas and Florida -
states also had the most adherents and persisted in doing so between were among the top ten in terms of the highest percent change in
2010 and 2020. population growth in the country. Will some of these states eventually

Map 2: Religious Adherents as a Percentage of State Population, 2020
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supplant those on the list of states with the highest populations or
adherents? Perhaps. One thing the previous tables demonstrate,
though, is the sheer magnitude of size of the largest states. Utah may
have had the most population growth proportionately in the decade
between 2010 and 2020, but its 2020 population of 3,271,616 is only
8% of California’s 2020 population. Moreover, California’s gain in
population in that time frame was 2,284,267, which is about two
thirds of Utalis entire total population in 2020. What this perhaps
illustrates, then, is that there are a lot of stories in these data and they
can look very different depending on how the data is examined,
given differences in size and scope of states.

In the adherents column, the states with the most growth in
adherents are not entirely the same as the states with the most
growth in population. North Carolina had a more sizable relative
gain in adherents than population, with 9.48% population growth
2010-2020 compared to 20.16% growth in adherents, though the
numeric changes were strikingly similar—a 903,905 person gain in
population and a 913,372 person gain in adherents. Oregon and
Vermont also had higher rates of growth in adherents than in pop-
ulation. Notably, Oregon and Vermont both still have relatively low
rates of adherence (33.18% and 37.63%, respectively), so one should
note that states appearing on this list may have grown in the relative
proportion of their adherents as a proportion of their state population
but are not necessarily those states with the most adherents overall
- in fact, Oregon and Vermont are 49th and 45th in country for
adherents as a percentage of population overall in 2020. Utah did
not appear in the top 10 states for percent growth in adherents, but
is number 12 overall, with slightly slower growth in adherents
compared to population (13.87 % compared to 18.37%). The overall
pattern suggests that some growth of religious adherents in these
states may be tied to population growth, but not exclusively.

Examining adherents as a percentage of the population, in
Table 5, shows that the overall adherence rates for the top ten states

Table 4: States with the Highest Percentage Changes in
Population and Adherents, 2010 and 2020

are slightly lower in 2020 than they were in 2010, which is reflective
of a slight overall decline in the mean and median adherence rates
over that decade (48.47% and 50.83% in 2010 and 47.79% and 48.04%
in 2020, respectively). Utah retained the highest percentage of
adherents by population, though at a slightly lower proportion than
in 2010, reflecting the higher rate of population increases compared
to adherent increases in the state during that time frame. While the
composition of the top ten states with the highest adherence rates
in both years are similar, a few positions have changed. A few states
have fallen off the top ten while others have been added to the list.
North Dakota, for instance, was a top state for population growth,
with a 15.83% increase between 2010 and 2020, but actually declined
in its number of adherents, with 5.05% fewer in 2020 than 2010,
suggesting that the population gains in North Dakota may be among
groups that are not religious adherents, as is likely the case in states
with similar patterns. In contrast, Texas was among the top 10
states for proportion of religious adherents by population in 2020,
though with relatively similar rates of population and adherent
growth — 15.91% and 14.66%, respectively - it appears that Texas’
population growth may be accounting for much of its growth in
adherents; or at least that those increasing Texas’ population in
2020 are similar in terms of their religious adherence to those
present in the state in 2010.

Finally, to conclude the analysis of adherent and adherence
increases, the ten states with the greatest gains in adherents as
percentage of population are examined - that is, the states with the
biggest increase in the overall percentage of adherents as a proportion
of the population in 2020 compared to 2010, which is in contrast to
an increase in adherents numerically or by percent change. Florida
had the biggest difference between 2010 and 2020, with the percent-
age of its population claimed by a religious congregation increasing
from 39.13% to 47.08%. Notably, though, Florida’s gains do not
mean that it is among the highest states for adherents as a percent-

Table 5: States with the Most Adherents as a
Percentage of Population

% Change in Population % Change in Adherents Adherents Adherents
9 %Ch Rank szgt: por zlftgn igaztg por 3|Z)t§>fn
Rank State 20102090 | RNk State 20102020 010 2020

1 | Utah 1837% | 1 | Nevada 39.21% 1 | Utah 791% | Utah 7610%

2 Idaho 17.32% | 2 Florida 37.82% 2 North Dakota 67.12% | Alabama 63.60%

3 Texas 1591% | 3 | Washington 36.80% 3 Alabama 62.92% | Louisiana 63.32%

4 North Dakota 1583% | 4 | Arizona 32.41% 4 Louisiana 60.59% | Oklahoma 6117%

5 Nevada 1496% | 5 Idaho 20.99% 5 Oklahoma 59.35% | Mississippi 59.43%

6 Colorado 14.80% 6 North Carolina 20.16% 6 Mississippi 58.74% | Arkansas 57.76%

7 District of Columbia 14.60% | 7 | Oregon 17.68% 7 South Dakota 58.57% | District of Columbia 56.45%

8 Washington 1458% | 8 District of Columbia 1712% 8 Massachusetts 57.24% | Tennessee 55.64%

9 Florida 14.56% | 9 | Vermont 15.03% 9 Minnesota 56.31% | South Dakota 55.38%

10 | Arizona 1.88% | 10 | Texas 14.66% 10 Nebraska 55.66% | Texas 55.05%
32 2020 U.S. Religion Census ¢ usreligioncensus.org



Table 6: States with the Largest Increase in Adherents as a
% of Population, 2010-2020

Table 7: States with the Lowest Populations, 2010 and 2020

Rank State Population State Population
2010 2010 2020 2020
42 New Hampshire 1,316,470 | Maine 1,362,359
43 Rhode Island 1,052,567 | Rhode Island 1,097,379
44 Montana 989,415 | Montana 1,084,225
45 Delaware 897934 | Delaware 989,948
46 South Dakota 814,180 | South Dakota 886,667
47 | Alaska 710,231 | North Dakota 779,094
48 North Dakota 672,591 | Alaska 733,391
49 | Vermont 625,741 | District of Columbia 689,545
50 District of Columbia 601,723 | Vermont 643,077
51 Wyoming 563,626 | Wyoming 576,851

Adherents Adherents .

as a % of as a % of Net Difference
Rank State . X Between 2010

Population Population and 2020

2010 2020

1 Florida 39.13% 47.08% 7.95%
2 Nevada 34.36% 41.61% 7.25%
3 Arizona 37.23% 44.07% 6.83%
4 Washington 34.62% 41.33% 6.71%
5 North Carolina 47.51% 52.15% 4.64%
6 Vermont 33.62% 37.63% 4.01%
7 Ohio 43.96% 47.85% 3.89%
8 Maine 27.63% 30.79% 316%
9 Louisiana 60.59% 63.32% 2.73%
10 New Mexico 50.08% 52.51% 2.44%

age of population - Florida was 40th overall on that measure in
2010 and moved up to 29th overall in 2020, which is still below the
median value for 2020. Notably, these are all states that experienced
growth in both population and adherents but a higher growth rate
in adherents than in population, suggesting that these differences
weren't driven by population growth alone and that other factors
may have contributed to these states having notably higher rates of
adherence in 2020 than in 2010.

Decline in Adherents and Adherence Rates

While the previous review of data showed where population,
adherents, and adherence rates are increasing in the country, this
analysis focuses on where these factors are the lowest or are most in
decline. As suggested earlier, the states with the largest net gains in
adherence between 2010 and 2020 or the highest adherent rates are
not necessarily the states with the most adherents. Similar to the
highest population states, the list of lowest population states is
relatively unchanged other than a slight shuffling of order and the
change between New Hampshire and Maine on the list. For a sense
of scale, the 2020 population of Wyoming, the least populated state,
is 1.5% of the population of California, the most populated state,
which has approximately 67 times the population of Wyoming. Also,
notably North Dakota and the District of Columbia were among
the states with the highest percent increase in population, though
they remain among the least populated states. Some of this is an
artifact of calculating percentage change - that is, an equal sized
increase in population in Wyoming and California will equate to a
much bigger percentage increase in Wyoming than in California,
even if the numeric increase is equal.

Vermont, despite having high percentage gains in adherents
over the decadal period - 9th among states overall — only moved up
one place from the last spot in the list of fewest adherents in that

Note — 51 states are ranked due to the inclusion of Washington, DC.

same time interval (see Table 8). Overall, the states with the fewest
adherents remained the same between 2010 and 2020, with a slight
reordering of states. The most notable change may be New Hampshire,
which fell from 43rd to 48th on the list, having increased 4.64% in
population but decreased 18.98% in adherents. North Dakota is the
only other state on this list that lost adherents between 2010 and
2020, but nevertheless rose higher on the list, likely owing to robust
population growth - the fourth-highest percentage overall for states
in 2020 (see Table 4).

Comparing the percentage changes in population and adherents
(Table 9), three states were among the lowest in both categories:
Pennsylvania, Connecticut, and Illinois. Illinois was the only state
between 2010-2020 that lost both population and religious adherents,

Table 8: States with the Fewest Adherents, 2010-2020

2020 U.S. Religion Census * usreligioncensus.org

Rank State Adherents State Adherents
2010 2010 2020 2020
42 South Dakota 476,832 | South Dakota 491,026
43 New Hampshire 462,772 | North Dakota 428,647
44 North Dakota 451,456 | Maine 419,523
45 Montana 376,976 | Delaware 409,412
46 Delaware 374,917 | District of Columbia 389,241
47 Maine 367,043 | Montana 377713
48 District of Columbia 332,342 | New Hampshire 374,948
49 | Alaska 240,833 | Alaska 258,020
50 Wyoming 223,074 | Vermont 242,017
51 Vermont 210,391 | Wyoming 233,016
33



though the rate of adherent loss was much higher than population
loss: 8.24% decline in adherents but a 0.14% decline in population.
While this is a small percentage decrease in population, it still
represents a net loss of 18,124 people. In terms of adherent loss,
given the size of the state, the decrease is numerically substantial - a
net loss of 584,469 adherents, which is greater than the entire 2020
population of Wyoming (576,851). Overall, more states had declines
in adherents than declines in population - three states lost population
(Ilinois, Mississippi, and West Virginia) while 15 states lost adherents,
three of which had percent decreases in the double digits (New
Hampshire, Iowa, and Pennsylvania).

Considering the list of states that have the fewest adherents as a
percentage of their population (Table 10), a few states with the lowest
percentages in 2010 have since increased relative to other states
(Arizona, Washington, and Nevada), while Wyoming, Michigan, and
Montana are now among the ten states with the fewest adherents as
a percentage of population. As noted earlier in this chapter, Nevada
had the highest percentage increase in adherents among all states,
which resulted in Nevada moving from 47th overall among states on
this metric to 38th - a substantial gain, but still below the median.
Interestingly, while the lowest proportion of adherents as a percent-
age of population among states has remained between 27 and 28
percent, the state at this lowest value has changed (Maine in 2010
and New Hampshire in 2020). Overall, the range of percentages
represented here is slightly narrower between 2010 and 2020, which
is reflected in the narrower standard deviation in 2020 than 2010
for percentage of population affiliated (10.28% in 2010 compared to
9.11% in 2020). While the lowest percentage has remained similar,
the highest percentage has dropped slightly, as shown in Table 5
(79.11% in 2010 compared to 76.10% in 2020).

Finally, in looking at the biggest negative net differences in
adherents as a percentage of the population (Table 11), North Dakota
had the largest decrease and the only double-digit net difference

Table 9: States with the Lowest Percentage Changes in
Population and Adherents, 2010 and 2020

Table 10: States with the Fewest Adherents as a
Percentage of Population

Adherents Adherents
Rank State asa% 9f State asa% ?f
2010 Population 2020 Population
2010 2020

42 | Colorado 37.82% | Wyoming 40.39%
43 | Arizona 37.23% | Michigan 39.68%
44 | West Virginia 35.53% | West Virginia 37.78%
45 | New Hampshire 3515% | Vermont 37.63%
46 | Washington 34.62% | Colorado 35.41%
47 | Nevada 34.36% | Alaska 3518%
48 | Alaska 33.91% | Montana 34.84%
49 | Vermont 33.62% | Oregon 33.18%
50 | Oregon 3119% | Maine 30.79%
51 Maine 27.63% | New Hampshire 27.22%

between 2010 and 2020; as mentioned previously, this is likely the
result of a combination of major population gains and adherent
losses. Also notable on this table, the net differences here are larger
than the net increases from earlier in this chapter (see Table 6); this
perhaps not surprising given that while the national trend in
adherents as a percentage of population was relatively consistent
between 2010-2020, the overall percentage of adherents relative to
total population did decline slightly and that is likely to manifest
more discernably in individual states (and especially in individual
counties). One other noteworthy feature of this final table is that
about half of the states in this table have not appeared in the other

Table 11: States with the Largest Decrease in Adherents as a
% of Population, 2010-2020

% Change in Population % Change in Adherents Adherents Adherents .
9 P 9 as a % of as a % of Net Difference
Rank State . X Between 2010
Rank State % Change Rank State % Change Population Population and 2020
2010-2020 2010-2020 2010 2020

42 | Louisiana 2.74% | 42 | North Dakota -5.05% 42 Illinois 55.30% 50.81% -4.48%

43 | Maine 256% | 43 | Minnesota -5.43% 43 Kansas 50.63% 46.03% -4.60%

44 | Pennsylvania 2.36% | 44 | Kansas -6.38% 44 | Wisconsin 53.59% 48.04% -5.54%

45 | Wyoming 2.35% | 45 | Connecticut -6.70% 45 | Nebraska 55.66% 49.28% -6.38%

46 | Ohio 228% | 46 | Wisconsin -7.08% 46 | Minnesota 56.31% 49.49% -6.81%

47 | Michigan 1.96% | 47 | lllinois -8.24% 47 | Pennsylvania 53.84% 46.89% -6.94%

48 | Connecticut 0.89% | 48 | Massachusetts -8.77% 48 | New Hampshire 35.15% 27.22% -7.93%

49 | Illinois -0.14% | 49 | Pennsylvania -10.84% 49 | Massachusetts 57.24% 48.64% -8.60%

50 | Mississippi -0.20% | 50 | lowa -12.85% 50 | lowa 53.91% 44.86% -9.05%

51 West Virginia -320% | 51 New Hampshire -18.98% 51 North Dakota 67.12% 55.02% -12.10%
34 2020 U.S. Religion Census ¢ usreligioncensus.org



tables in this chapter. Most of these states are at or above the median
adherence rate for 2020, suggesting that generally these states have
not been extreme in other ways aside from declining overall adher-
ence rates — and perhaps further signaling the variety of forces that
may be at work that result in the trends that have been overviewed
in this chapter. For example, Minnesota had a -6.81% net difference
between the state’s 2010 and 2020 adherence rates, which was among
the highest for that time period. The population grew in Minnesota,
however, by 7.37% in that time period, which was close to average
across all states (7.02%); in addition, the state was close to the
middle of all states in rank of adherents and population for 2020
(both 22nd) as well as rank of adherents as a % of population (21st,
though 9th in 2010). Therefore, while Minnesota may not be notable
on the aforementioned metrics, the state appears to be declining in
adherents for reasons that may be separate from population change.

Conclusion

In conclusion, how does one begin to interpret the many, vary-
ing, and at times opposing changes that have been presented here?
Clearly, how one views changes in adherents depends heavily on
the perspective of the question being asked. For instance, questions
of scale may note the massive numeric growth in population and
adherents in California or the trends of Pennsylvania, also among
the states with the most adherents, but where the population has
increased slightly while adherents have declined in both absolute
number (-741,095) and as a percentage of all adherents (10.84%).
Questions of proportion may focus on less populated states with
dramatic relative changes, such as Nevada’s substantial gains in
population and adherents or North Dakota’s simultaneous and large
relative increases in population and decreases in adherents. To truly
understand these trends will require investigation into factors
including sources of population growth, immigration, arrival of
new religious movements, religious conversion, death rates among
the religious adherents, and arrivals of the nonreligious, among
many other considerations, some of which will be addressed at
other places in this volume. While this chapter is by no means
comprehensive in its evaluation of adherent trends, hopefully it has
identified key areas of interest for the deep well of research that
could be conducted from U.S. Religion Census data.

2020 U.S. Religion Census * usreligioncensus.org
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Patterns of Historical and Organizational Events

and Conflict

Richard Houseal

ome of the patterns we see today in the U.S. religious landscape

have their roots in historical and organizational events and

conflicts that occurred over 150 years ago. In this chapter we
examine the distribution of the Southern Baptist Convention and the
American Baptist Churches USA, the United Methodist Church,
and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the
Community of Christ. These groups are some of the largest in the
country and are distributed over many states. More importantly to
this discussion, the events that shaped their distribution are familiar
historical and organizational events: the Civil War, the westward
expansion, and the killing of Joseph Smith. While many things have
changed over the past 150 to 250 years, the events that formed
these groups can still be observed in the religious landscape.

Baptist Patterns

Before the Civil War, Baptists churches and associations cooper-
ated on a national level and were simply known as American Baptists.
However, in 1845 a majority of Baptists in the South withdrew support
from the General Missionary Convention (a.k.a. the Triennial
Convention), largely in response to the decision of the convention’s
delegates to ban slave holders from becoming ordained missionaries,
and formed the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC). It should be
noted that in 1995 the SBC adopted a resolution “denouncing racism
and repudiating its past defense of slavery and opposition to the
civil rights movement;” but mapping the SBC data from the 2020 U.S.
Religion Census one can still see the effect of the denomination’s
1845 beginnings in its current distribution.

Map 1: Southern Baptists Convention
Adherents as a Percentage of Population, 2020

Percent of
the Population
Claimed

- 5.0% or more
I 1.0% to 4.9%
[ 05%t00.9%
| 01%1t00.49%
| Lessthan0.1%

” ' No adherents
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Map 1 shows the percentage of the total population within each
county that is affiliated with churches aligned with the SBC in 2020.
While one can see that the denomination has spread beyond the
South, it is also clear that the strength of the SBC still lies in its
Southern beginnings. Table 1 shows the number of SBC congrega-
tions and adherents by state. When the table is sorted by SBC
adherents as a percentage of the total state population, with the
exception of Oklahoma, the top 14 states consist of the Confederate
states and a few slave holding states that did not secede from the
Union.

Now compare the map of the SBC’s distribution to that of the
American Baptist Churches in the USA (ABCUSA) for 2020 (see
Map 2). While there are a few places in the South were the ABCUSA
has a presence, it is clear that the denomination’s strength lies in the
Northeast, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa,
and Kansas. Table 2 shows the number of ABCUSA congregations
and adherents by state. When the table is sorted by ABCUSA
adherents as a percentage of the total population of the state, the
top 16 states and the District of Columbia all stayed under Union
control, even though some of the states permitted slavery.

' Southern Baptist Convention | American religious organization. (2019).
In Encyclopaedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/topic/Southern-
Baptist-Convention

While there are doubtless other factors that have influenced
the 2020 patterns of adherents in both the ABCUSA and SBC, the
impact of the 1845 General Missionary Convention, and later the
Civil War, can still be seen when mapping these two denominations.

Methodist Patterns

The United Methodist Church (UMC) was formed from a
merger of The Evangelical United Brethren Church and The
Methodist Church in 1968, but its roots go back to the Methodist
movement started by John and Charles Wesley in England during
the 1730s.> The movement eventually spread to the Colonies. “In
1776 the Methodists were a tiny religious society with only 65
churches scattered through the colonies™ Almost 250 years later,
the UMC reported 30,051 churches and 8,018,629 adherents in the
2020 U.S. Religion Census, and reported a presence in more U.S.
counties and county equivalents than any other religious group
(2,989 counties, or 95% of all U.S. counties and county equivalents).

This impressive growth can partly be explained by the use of
circuit riders. “Circuit riders were a religious and moral force along

2 History. (n.d.). The United Methodist Church. https://Awww.umc.org/en/who-
we-are/history

3 Finke, R, & Stark, R. (2002). The Churching of America, 1776-1990: Winners
and Losers in our Religious Economy (p. 56). Rutgers University Press.

Map 2: American Baptist Churches in the USA
Adherents as a Percentage of Population, 2020

Percent of
the Population
Claimed

- 5.0% or more
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Table 1: Southern Baptist Convention Adherents by State, 2020
(Sorted by Adherents as % of Population)

Table 2: American Baptist Churches in the USA Adherents by State,
2020 (Sorted by Adherents as % of Population)

sBC Adherents | ) therents ABCUSA Adherents | | iherents
State Congre- SBC 2020 St?te as % of a5 % of State Congre- ABCUSA | 2020 St.ate as % of a5 % of
gations Adherents| Population Total Population gations Adherents| Population Total Population
Adherents Adherents

Mississippi 2,147 830,229 2,961,279 4.70% 28.04% District of Columbia 61 31,566 689,545 2.51% 4.58%
Alabama 3,265| 1,255,396 5,024,279 71% 2499% West Virginia 346 77,838 1,793,716 6.18% 4.34%
Arkansas 1,551 607,751 3,011,524 3.44% 20.18% Connecticut 15 44,638 3,605,944 3.54% 1.24%
Kentucky 2,530 904,352 4,505,836 512% 20.07% Indiana 328 82,755 6,785,528 6.57% 1.22%
Oklahoma 1,781 775,607 3,959,353 4.39% 19.59% Kansas 186 34,575 2,937,880 2.74% 1.18%
Tennessee 3,151 1,310,341 6,910,840 7.42% 18.96% Vermont 48 6,996 643,077 0.56% 1.09%
South Carolina 2,109 816,405 518,425 4.63% 15.95% Maine 136 14,503 1,362,359 115% 1.06%
Georgia 3,561| 1,584,393 10,711,908 8.98% 14.79% Rhode Island 70 1,381 1,097,379 0.90% 1.04%
Louisiana 1,633 648,734 4,657,757 3.68% 13.93% Pennsylvania 397 126,222 | 13,002,700 10.02% 0.97%
North Carolina 4,374 1,324,747 10,439,388 7.51% 12.69% New Jersey 285 77184 | 9,288,994 6.13% 0.83%
Texas 7935 3,319962| 29,145,505 18.81% 1.39% New Hampshire 88 1,298 1,377,529 0.90% 0.82%
Missouri 1,957 636,327 6,154,913 3.61% 10.34% Ohio 270 85,308 | 11,799,448 6.77% 0.72%
Virginia 2,030 663,951 8,631,393 3.76% 7.69% New York 499 141,304 | 20,201,249 1.22% 0.70%
Florida 2,879| 1,092,640 21,538,187 6.19% 5.07% South Dakota 34 4,985 886,667 0.40% 0.56%
District of Columbia 82 27,837 689,545 0.16% 4.04% Maryland 93 33,825 6,177,224 2.68% 0.55%
New Mexico 339 81,011 2,117,522 0.46% 3.83% Massachusetts 262 38,288 7,029,917 3.04% 0.54%
Kansas 359 84,805 2,937,880 0.48% 2.89% Michigan 137 51,027 10,077,331 4.05% 0.51%
Alaska 129 15,849 733,391 0.09% 2.16% Virginia 79 38,985 8,631,393 3.09% 0.45%
West Virginia 234 35,008 1,793,716 0.20% 1.95% Nebraska 59 8,393 1,961,504 0.67% 0.43%
Wyoming 100 11,082 576,851 0.06% 1.92% North Carolina 32 43,813 10,439,388 3.48% 0.42%
Maryland 565 13,261 6,177,224 0.64% 1.83% Illinois 240 49,864 12,812,508 3.96% 0.39%
lllinois 1,008 222,589 12,812,508 1.26% 1.74% Missouri 25 23,713 6,154,913 1.88% 0.39%
Nevada 194 42,890 3,104,614 0.24% 1.38% lowa 83 12,110 3,190,369 0.96% 0.38%
Arizona 452 98,610 7,151,502 0.56% 1.38% Wyoming 15 2,133 576,851 0.17% 0.37%
Indiana 453 91,318 6,785,528 0.52% 1.35% Idaho 31 5,504 1,839,106 0.44% 0.30%
California 2,323 497,030 39,538,223 2.82% 1.26% Delaware 15 2,929 989,948 0.23% 0.30%
Ohio 740 132,633 11,799,448 0.75% 112% Wisconsin 61 15,530 5,893,718 1.23% 0.26%
Montana 131 11,818 1,084,225 0.07% 1.09% Washington 10 20,222 7,705,281 1.61% 0.26%
Hawaii n3 15194 1,455,271 0.09% 1.04% Colorado 59 14,213 5,773,714 113% 0.25%
Colorado 380 57124 5,773,714 0.32% 0.99% Montana 25 1,994 1,084,225 0.16% 0.18%
Nebraska 95 17,622 1,961,504 0.10% 0.90% North Dakota 13 1,391 779,094 0.11% 0.18%
Delaware 42 6,561 989,948 0.04% 0.66% Minnesota 38 10,172 5,706,494 0.81% 0.18%
Vermont 48 4,222 643,077 0.02% 0.66% California 355 68,317 | 39,538,223 5.42% 0.17%
Maine 47 8,1 1,362,359 0.05% 0.60% Alabama 4 8,508 5,024,279 0.68% 0.17%
Idaho 105 10,429 1,839,106 0.06% 0.57% Oregon 38 6,344 4,237,256 0.50% 0.15%
Washington 344 43,341 7,705,281 0.25% 0.56% Alaska 13 959 733,391 0.08% 0.13%
lowa n3 16,129 3,190,369 0.09% 0.51% Nevada 10 3,986 3,104,614 0.32% 0.13%
Michigan 303 44,950 10,077,331 0.25% 0.45% Florida 34 19,124 21,538,187 1.52% 0.09%
Oregon 156 18,102 4,237,256 0.10% 0.43% Georgia n 7,269 10,711,908 0.58% 0.07%
South Dakota 56 3,683 886,667 0.02% 0.42% Utah 7 2,082 3,271,616 0.17% 0.06%
Pennsylvania 319 45,080 13,002,700 0.26% 0.35% Arizona 22 4,336 7,151,502 0.34% 0.06%
Utah 95 10,420 3,271,616 0.06% 0.32% Louisiana 4 2,694 4,657,757 0.21% 0.06%
Massachusetts 195 21,296 7,029,917 0.12% 0.30% Oklahoma 15 1,890 3,959,353 0.15% 0.05%
Wisconsin 131 13,950 5,893,718 0.08% 0.24% Hawaii 2 656 1,455,271 0.05% 0.05%
North Dakota 30 1,663 779,094 0.01% 0.21% Kentucky 7 1,681 4,505,836 0.13% 0.04%
Connecticut 72 7447 3,605944 0.04% 0.21% New Mexico 3 690 2,117,522 0.05% 0.03%
New York 395 39,036 | 20,201,249 0.22% 0.19% South Carolina 2 923 518,425 0.07% 0.02%
New Jersey 158 17,879 | 9,288,994 0.10% 0.19% Texas 14 4,537 29,145,505 0.36% 0.02%
New Hampshire 30 1,949 1,377,529 0.01% 0.14% Tennessee 7 1,002 6,910,840 0.08% 0.01%
Minnesota 122 6,979 5,706,494 0.04% 0.12% Arkansas 1 78 3,011,524 0.01% 0.00%
Rhode Island 18 1,297 1,097,379 0.01% 0.12% Mississippi 1 69 2,961,279 0.01% 0.00%
Totals 51,379 | 17,649,040 | 331,449,281 100.00% 5.32% Totals 4,790 | 1,259,804 | 331,449,281 100.00% 0.38%
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the frontier and in rural areas of the South, and they were largely
responsible for the propagation of Methodism throughout the
United States”* The idea that circuit riders were a religious and
moral force is supported by a footnote in Wade Crawford Barclay’s
work titled History of Methodist Missions, where he notes:

In the opinion of a secular historian, laws enacted
in Ohio against anti-social practices were not as
effective as the preaching of the early evangelists.
“Despite the handicap of their narrow sectarianism,”
he writes, “one cannot fail to be impressed with the
real achievements of such men as Francis Asbury,
Lorenzo Dow, James Finley, Joseph Badger and
scores of other(s)....Their labors resulted not only in
the founding of hundreds of congregations but also
in a general awakening of the social conscience...”
—William T. Utter, The History of the State of
Ohio, II, The Frontier State, 1803-1825, 362.

4 circuit rider | religion | Britannica. (n.d.). Www.britannica.com.
https:/Wwww.britannica.com/topic/circuit-rider

5 Barclay, W. C. (1950). History of Methodist Missions (p. 8). The Board of
Missions and Church Extension of The Methodist Church. New York.

Map 3 shows adherents in the United Methodist Church as a
percentage of all religious adherents, as reported in the 2020 U.S.
Religion Census. One can almost see the trails of Westward expan-
sion: the Cumberland Road through Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; the
Natchez Trace from Tennessee and down through Mississippi; the
Santa Fe Trail through the state of Kansas; and the Oregon Trail
starting in Kansas and going through Nebraska. Interestingly, the
map seems to indicate that the Rocky Mountains were a formidable
barrier to the Methodist circuit riders who established congregations
during the time of Westward expansion.

Latter-day Saints Patterns

One group that did make their way through the Rocky
Mountains was a group of Latter-day Saints led by Brigham Young.
After the murder of Joseph Smith in Carthage, Illinois, in 1844,
leadership of the Church of Christ, which Smith established in 1830,
fractured into several groups. Two of these groups are now known
as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, headquartered in
Salt Lake City, Utah, and the Community of Christ, headquartered
in Independence, Missouri.

Brigham Young and his group first arrived in the Great Salt Lake
region in 1847. At the time, the area was still Mexican territory. In
1848 the U.S. acquired the area from Mexico, and in 1890 the

Map 3: United Methodist Church
Adherents as a Percentage of All Religious Adherents, 2020

Percent of
All Adherents

- 20% or more
B 10% to 19.9%
P 6% t0 9.9%

3% to 5.9%
Less than 3%

No adherents
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Latter-day Saints “renounced its most provocative institutions—
plural marriage and the notion of a separate political ‘Kingdom of
God.”¢ In 1896, Utah was admitted as a state and has been a Latter-
day Saints stronghold ever since.

Map 4 shows the distribution of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints as a percentage of the population. The denomina-
tion is no longer confined to the Great Salt Lake region or even the
state of Utah. The Latter-day Saints have significant portions of the
populations in Idaho, Wyoming, Arizona, Nevada, and the eastern
sides of Washington and Oregon. The strength of the Latter-day
Saints in these areas may be another reason why the Methodists are
not very strong west of the Rocky Mountains, and the strength of
the Methodists in areas just east of the Rockies may explain why the
Latter-day Saints do not have a presence in many of those counties.

In 1860, in Amboy, Illinois—several years after Brigham Young
led his group to the Great Salt Lake—Joseph Smith III was ordained
as the president of what is now called the Community of Christ. In
1888, a “number of church members had returned to Independence,
Missouri, to claim land designated by Joseph Smith Jr. as the center

6 Kosmin, B. A, & Lachman, S. P. (1993). One Nation Under God: Religion in
Contemporary American Society (p. 37). Harmony Books. New York.

of Zion”” More than 150 years later, this concentration of followers
is still visible in the distribution of the Community of Christ
congregations.

Map 5 shows the number of Community of Christ congregations
by county.® There is only one county with 20 or more congregations.
That county is Jackson County, Missouri, which is where
Independence, Missouri is located, and the Community of Christ
reported 32 congregations in the county. The next largest group of
counties only have five congregations each. Those counties include
Harrison County, Iowa; Clay County, Missouri; Scioto County,
Ohio; Tulsa County, Oklahoma; and King County, Washington.
Overall, the Community of Christ reported a congregation in 439
counties, with 348 (79%) of those counties having one congregation.

Conclusion

The above are just five examples of the how historical and
organizational events and conflicts can leave a visible pattern in the
distribution of adherents and their concentrations within the

7 History. (n.d.). Community of Christ International Headquarters. Retrieved
June 2, 2023, from https://cofchrist.org/history/

8 The Community of Christ only reported their number of congregations to
the 2020 U.S. Religion Census study. They did not report adherents.

Map 4: Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Adherents as a Percentage of Population, 2020

Percent of
the Population
Claimed

- 5.0% or more
P 1.0% to 4.9%
[ 05%1t00.9%
| 01%1t00.49%

\ | Less than 0.1%

No adherents
o
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Map 5: Community of Christ
Number of Congregations, 2020

Number of
Congregations

- More than 20

11-20

Los Ang?l 3

6-10

35

1-2

No presence

population. All organizations have beginnings and events that shape
their current reality. For the American Baptist Church in the USA,
the Southern Baptist Convention, the United Methodist Church,
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and the Community
of Christ, these events took place more than 150 years ago and are
still visible within the distribution of their congregations and
adherents today.
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Religious Diversity in the United States

Dale E. Jones

new feature of the U.S. Religion Census is the measure of

religious diversity in each county. Religious uniformity

would suggest that a single strategy, whether a fund-raising
effort or a political campaign, could appeal equally to nearly every-
one’s religious understanding. An appeal in a uniformly Jewish
community might include endorsements from a synagogue leader
and references to the Torah. In a Muslim community, an Imam
might be more persuasive. In an area composed mostly of people
with no congregational involvement, one might avoid any endorse-
ment by religious leaders. On the other hand, religious diversity
would require a broader approach, or perhaps multiple strategies.
Such approaches would indicate that community members are
aware of other traditions. This could lead to increased tolerance for
other viewpoints or increased tension between different groups.

The first section of this chapter will examine religious diversity
at the county level. The chapter will then explore diversity for
metropolitan areas and for states. But before going into those details,
we will first explain our diversity measure.

Measuring Diversity

First, how do we calculate diversity?

The easiest measure of diversity might be the count of different
religious bodies in each county. Los Angeles county, California, with
its 171 religious bodies, is at the top of this list. Among metropolitan
areas, the 198 religious bodies in New York-Newark-Jersey City put
it first. And among states, Pennsylvania has the largest number of
religious bodies at 245.

Map 1: Religious Diversity, 2020
Simpson'’s Diversity Index Applied to 13 Categories of Religious Bodies and the Unaffiliated Population

Diversity Range of Counties

20% with Least Diversity

20% with Moderate Diversity

20% with Typical Diversity
I 20% with Much Diversity
I 20% with Most Diversity

This map is based upon diversity among Black Protestant, Buddhist, Catholic, Evangelical Protestant, Hindu, Islam, Jewish, Jehovah's Witnesses, Latter-day Saints,
Mainline Protestant, Orthodox Christian, Other Christian, and Other Eastern religious groups, with those unaffiated with any religious congregation treated as a
fourteenth group. This is the recommended diversity measure. The rationale for this recommendation is explained in the text.
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But there is more to diversity than the number of religious
bodies. Each of these three areas is dominated by just one religious
body. Catholics make up nearly half (47%) of all Pennsylvania’s reli-
gious adherents. Catholics are 61% of the New York metropolitan
area’s adherents and 62% of all adherents in Los Angeles county.

A common measure of diversity is Simpson’s Diversity Index, a
mathematical formula that considers both the number of different
groups and the relative sizes of each group within a specific territory.!
This is the measure used throughout this analysis.

Map 1 shows the religious diversity result for 13 categories of
religious bodies and one additional category for the unaffiliated
population for each county of the United States. According to this

'Simpson’s index is defined as D = 3 (n/ N)2

The total number of instances of the data is the large N. This universe can be
used for bird species, for flower types, or for religious adherents. Then, one
assigns each instance of the data to the appropriate category, the small n.
For each category, one divides the small n (instances in that category) by the
large N (total instances overall). This is the same first step as in computing a
percentage, but rather than multiplying by 100, one squares the result. The
same is done for each of the categories, and the squared results are added
together.

This measure yields a result between O (complete diversity) and 1 (no diversity).
At this point, the higher the number, the less diversity. This seems counter-
intuitive, so Simpson’s Diversity Index adds one more step: 1-D. This effectively
reverses the scale, so that the higher number indicates higher diversity.

measurement, significant religious diversity is to be found in the
Carolinas and in the central part of the country, extending from the
Texas coast to the Upper Midwest.

Congregations or Adherents

The diversity formula can be applied to the number of congre-
gations in each county. The synagogues, churches, mosques, temples,
or other places where people gather, can be counted for each group,
then calculated as the ratio of all such gathering places in the county.
The ratios for all the groups present can then be squared, and the sum
of those squares will be somewhere between 0 and 1. Subtracting
that sum from 1 will give Simpson’s Diversity Index for that
counties’ congregations.

Map 2: Religious Diversity among Congregations for 372
Religious Bodies

Based on the numbers of congregations for each religious
body, counties in the Northeast and in the West have much greater
diversity than those in the South or Great Plains. The Northeast has
many large cities with a great number of different religious bodies
and their congregations. On the other hand, many Southern counties
may have a smaller number of different religious bodies, or one
group may have a large proportion of all the congregations present.

Map 2: Religious Diversity among Congregations, 2020
Simpson’s Diversity Index Applied to Congregations for 372 Religious Bodies

Diversity Range of Counties

20% with Least Diversity
[ 20% with Moderate Diversity
I 20% with Typical Diversity
I 20% with Much Diversity
I 20% with Most Diversity
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Recalling that the diversity index ranges between 0 and 1, it is
worth noting that counties in the least diverse group of Map 2 can
still have an index as high as 0.81. In the United States, there is still
great diversity even in many of the least diverse counties.

Instead of congregational counts, diversity can be measured by
the number of persons associated with each religious group. By
applying this formula to the adherents reported in each county, the
diversity among religious bodies is greatest in a band from the
Carolinas through Pennsylvania and the lower Midwest to the
Northwest.

Map 3: Religious Diversity among Adherents for 215
Religious Bodies

In this case, the overwhelmingly large Catholic population in
New York, New England, and California definitely affects the
perceived diversity of these areas. While differences among congrega-
tional centers is a mark of diversity, most sociological studies focus
on people rather than structures.

Therefore, the remainder of this chapter will focus on diversity
among adherents rather than among congregations.

Categorizing Diversity
But counting either congregations or adherents in different
religious bodies may not be the best basis for measuring diversity.

While there are distinctions between every religious body included
in the religion census, some of those distinctions are far more
significant than others, at least to outside observers.

In my own tradition, Nazarenes and Wesleyans have different
leaders, different organizational structure, and different practices.
But those differences seem very minor when comparing either
group to Hindu believers or to Catholics.

The diversity index does not allow for degrees of difference
between categories. If Wesleyans, Nazarenes, Hindus, and Catholics
are each separate categories, a county evenly split between Wesleyans
and Nazarenes would be considered just as religiously diverse as a
county split between Hindus and Catholics. While this is technically
a defensible position, it may not meet the “common sense” under-
standing of diversity.

Therefore, diversity measures need to include categories whose
differences are as consistent as possible within the constraints of the
data available.

World Religions

One classification is simply “world religion,” combining all
Christian groups into one category, all Jewish groups into one
category, and so on. Six world religions reported adherents in the
2020 U.S. Religion Census: Bah&i, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu,
Islam, and Jewish.

Map 3: Religious Diversity among Adherents, 2020
Simpson's Diversity Index Applied to 215 Religious Bodies with Reported Adherents

Diversity Range of Counties

| 20% with Least Diversity
[ 20% with Moderate Diversity
I 20% with Typical Diversity
I 20% with Much Diversity
I 20% with Most Diversity
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Map 4: Religious Diversity for 6 World Religions

This map clearly shows the diversity of major religions along
the East Coast, major cities of the Midwest, and the West Coast. If
we had similar data for other nations, this would certainly be a good
classification system for comparisons.

However, in the United States, this is a bit misleading. If we had
used the same scale as in Map 3 (all religious bodies), this map
would have been all one color. The highest diversity based on world
religions is only 0.51, compared to 0.62 as the necessary index to
reach the “moderate diversity” of Map 3.

While this is partially the effect of fewer categories, a more
compelling argument against this classification is that seven
additional world religions reported congregational locations but
were unable to provide adherent figures.

Religious Families

One of the popular features of the U.S. Religion Census is a
wall map showing the dominant religious family in each county.
This groups the Christian denominations into broader categories,
reducing the number of separate groups to 43.

This classification has the advantage of being used consistently
for over a century, having been recorded by U.S. census reports, the
Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches, and previous versions
of the U.S. Religion Census.

Map 5: Religious Diversity for 43 Religious Families

The concentrations here are similar to those for all religious
bodies (Map 3).

Unfortunately, the distinctions between the families are not
always consistent. Some of the classifications are based on the names
of the groups without regard to actual theological distinctions.
Theologically, the Church of the Nazarene could be included with
the Methodist family, but is not. Presbyterians and the United
Church of Christ are within the reformed tradition but are separate
from each other and from the Reformed family.

Other classifications are based historically, with little considera-
tion for changes over time. The Community of Christ considers
itself part of Evangelical Christianity today, but remains part of the
Latter-day Saints family in this categorization.

American Religious Traditions

In the U.S,, political and sociological studies often refer to
Evangelical Protestants, Mainline Protestants, or another of several
religious traditions. The Association of Religion Data Archives
(ARDA) has assigned many of the U.S. Religion Census participants
to one of ten Religious Traditions listed at the ARDA website.

2 See the list of Religious Traditions and the methodology for ARDA'’s classifi-
cations at https://thearda.com/us-religion/group-profiles/traditions.

Map 4: Religious Diversity for World Religions, 2020
Simpson’s Diversity Index Applied to 6 Categories of World Religions with Reported Adherents

Diversity Range of Counties

20% with Least Diversity
[ 20% with Moderate Diversity
I 20% with Typical Diversity
I 20% with Much Diversity
I 20% with Most Diversity
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Map 5: Religious Diversity for Religious Families, 2020
Simpson's Diversity Index Applied to 43 Categories of Religious Families with Reported Adherents

Based on the work of the ARDA, the U.S. Religion Census has
assigned all participating religious bodies into one of 13 categories:
Black Protestant, Buddhist, Catholic, Evangelical Protestant, Hindu,
Islam, Jewish, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Latter-day Saints, Mainline
Protestant, Orthodox Christian, Other Christian, and Other Eastern.

These groups appear to be categories readily understood by
social commentators, and may be a better interpretation of what is
meant by religious diversity.

Map 6: Religious Diversity for 13 Religious Traditions

The lack of diversity in the central south and in the Utah area
matches the common perception of Evangelical strength and
Latter-day Saints strength, respectively.

The major diversity of the Northwest and non-Utah Mountain
states indicates that multiple religious traditions may be strong in
these areas.

However, one major “religious tradition” is overlooked, especially
in the Northwest and Northern New England. These two areas are
among the least religiously affiliated in the country. With two-thirds
of the population in Oregon, New Hampshire, and Maine not
claimed by any religious group in the Census, perhaps the religious
diversity in those areas is not nearly as great as Map 6 suggests.

> Diversity Range of Counties
20% with Least Diversity
[ 20% with Moderate Diversity
I 20% with Typical Diversity
I 20% with Much Diversity
I 20% with Most Diversity

Including the Unaffiliated

By treating the unaffiliated population as an additional group
within American religious categories, we get a different picture of
religious diversity in the United States.

Separate studies have indicated that the unaffiliated are not a
monolithic group. There are those who claim to be part of specific
religious bodies, others who identify as atheists, and others who
consider themselves religious but who do not choose to participate
in any religious congregation.’

Still, as a group the unaffiliated are a significant part of the
American religious landscape; therefore, the definition of religious
diversity within each county should include the unaffiliated as a
fourteenth category. Map 1 uses the adherent figures for 13 categories
of religious bodies and the unaffiliated population to show religious
diversity at the county level.

By treating the unaffiliated as a separate religious category,
Northern New England and the Northwest are now among the least
religiously diverse areas of the country. Further, including the
unaffiliated recognizes much more diversity in the South and

3 For example, see “About Three-in-Ten U.S. Adults Are Now Religiously
Unaffiliated” by Gregory A. Smith, Pew Research Center, December 14, 2021.
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2021/12/14/about-three-in-ten-u-s-
adults-are-now-religiously-unaffiliated/
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Map 6: Religious Diversity for American Religious Traditions, 2020
Simpson’s Diversity Index Applied to 13 Religious Tradition Categories with Reported Adherents

Midwest. Non-Utah mountain states, Michigan, and West Virginia
also show much less diversity when the unnaffiliated are included.

Map 7: Religious Diversity within Major Metropolitan Areas

Because the government defines metropolitan areas by county
units, it is easy to calculate diversity for the nation’s largest metro-
politan areas, those with at least one million people in 2020. Map 7
uses the same diversity levels as Map 1, making it obvious that the
nation’s largest metro areas tend to be more diverse than counties
outside these large metros.

Over one-third (20 of 56) of the nation’s largest metro areas
rank with the top 20% of counties. Only 2 metros would rank with
moderate diversity, and none would be categorized with the least
diverse counties.

Table 1 shows the most and least religiously diverse metropol-
itan areas of 1,000,000 or more people. Denver, the least religiously
diverse of the nation’s largest metro areas, is two-thirds unaffiliated
with any religious congregation. Nearly half the remaining pop-
ulation is Catholic. With nearly 90% of the population in just those
two groups, diversity is light, compared to other large metropolitan
areas. Even so, the Denver diversity measure is still larger than that
in 25% of America’s counties.

One might have assumed that Salt Lake City would be among
the least religiously diverse, with half of its population claimed by

Diversity Range of Counties
20% with Least Diversity
[ 20% with Moderate Diversity
I 20% with Typical Diversity
I 20% with Much Diversity
I 20% with Most Diversity

the Latter-day Saints. With one-third of the population unaffiliated
with any religious congregation, this means that the two largest
groups account for less than 85% of the population, allowing for
greater diversity than metro areas like Denver.

On the other hand, one-third of the Memphis metro is unafhli-
ated, nearly matching the one-third who are part of the Evangelical
Protestant group. About one-sixth of the Mempbhis area is claimed by
Black Protestant congregations. Mainline Protestants and Catholics
each claim about 5% of the population, creating a very diverse
religious community.

Indeed, most large metropolitan areas in the South show much
greater diversity than maps of evangelical concentration alone would
indicate. While evangelicals are usually the largest group in each of
these metro areas, significant numbers of Mainline Protestants,
Catholics, and other world religions can now be found in these
population centers, along with significant numbers of people
unaffiliated with any religious body.

Applying the diversity calculation to states, rather than to
counties, we can see different patterns of what constitutes diversity.
Sometimes the diversity is widespread throughout a state. Other
times, diversity is concentrated in large population centers, raising the
overall diversity level from the norm. And in one case, low diversity
in most counties still results in high diversity within the state.
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Map 7: Religious Diversity within Major Metropolitan Areas, 2020
Simpson's Diversity Index Applied to 13 Categories of Religious Traditions and the Unaffiliated Population

Table 1: Most and Least Religiously Diverse Metropolitan Areas of
1,000,000 or More Population in 2020

Most Diverse Rank Least Diverse Rank
Memphis, TN-MS-AR 1| Tucson, AZ 52
Charlotte-Concord- 5 Sacramento-Roseville- 53

Gastonia, NC-SC Folsom, CA

. San Francisco-Oakland-
Richmond, VA 3 54
Berkeley, CA

Milwaukee-Waukesha, WI 4 Portland-Vancouver- 55
' Hillsboro, OR-WA

. Denver-Aurora-Lakewood,
Cleveland-Elyria, OH 5 co 56

Map 8: Religious Diversity by State

Comparing Maps 1 and 7 shows that high diversity levels are not
normally found throughout Southern counties, but are found in major
population centers. These in turn affect the state totals, as shown in
Map 8. Illinois seems to follow the same pattern, with its most diverse
counties concentrated around the Chicago metropolitan area.

Comparing the same maps, the Upper Midwest seems to be more
uniformly diverse. Mainline Protestants, Evangelical Protestants, and

Diversity Range of Counties

20% with Least Diversity
20% with Moderate Diversity

20% with Typical Diversity
I 20% with Much Diversity
A‘ I 20% with Most Diversity

<

Catholics are well-represented throughout many non-metropolitan
counties, with concentrations of unaffiliated persons as well.

Idaho does not follow either pattern. Few of its counties are
classified as diverse, and its most populous counties are rarely
among them. Rather, different parts of the state are dominated by
different religious groups. When combined into a single unit, the
diversity of the state is much higher than that of its neighbors. This
may be partially explained by geographic constraints, such as the
difficulty of traveling between the northern panhandle and the
southern part of the state. It is also possible that state-to-state
immigration tends to group people of like religious background
into the same destinations.

The District of Columbia is not a state, of course, but if it were it
would actually be the most diverse. As a major city itself and the seat
of the national government, many religious groups have made a point
of maintaining a presence in the District. While the largest single
group is the unclaimed (44%), four other groups each claim at least
10% of the population: Evangelical Protestants (15%), Catholics
(12%), Black Protestants (10%) and Mainline Protestants (10%).

Among the least religiously diverse states, most have a large
proportion of people unafhiliated with any religious body in the
census (typically in the range of two-thirds of the population). Utah
is an exception, with nearly two-thirds (65%) of the population
claimed by one group, the Latter-day Saints.
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Map 8: Religious Diversity by State, 2020
Simpson's Diversity Index Applied to 13 Categories of Religious Traditions and the Unaffiliated Population

Recommended Diversity Index

As noted under Map 1, this volume uses adherents reported
within 13 categories of religious bodies and the unclaimed population
to measure religious diversity within each county. The same process
can be applied to any county-defined geographic area, such as
states, metropolitan areas, micropolitan areas, and even judicatory
boundaries within religious bodies.

This seems to the U.S. Religion Census steering committee to
be the most useful categorization for measuring religious diversity
as commonly used in this country. Data from the U.S. Religion
Census is available online, and all researchers are free to set their
own categories for measuring diversity.

Here are a few reminders when making diversity comparisons:

1) When using an index, it is important to note that the index
essentially applies only to that categorization. Comparing index
numbers between Map 3 and Map 4, as done above, can be done as
an indication of scale comparability. But comparing specific numbers
for one county from one categorization to another is not usually
recommended.

2) For each of the maps above, real numbers set the boundaries
between the five classifications. Within each map, the numbers
themselves are less important than the relative diversity those
numbers indicate. That is why the legends refer to diversity levels
and not to index ranges.

Diversity Range of Counties

20% with Least Diversity

20% with Moderate Diversity
| 20% with Typical Diversity
I 20% with Much Diversity
I 20% with Most Diversity

Table 2: Most and Least Religiously Diverse States in 2020

Most Diverse (three largest Least Diverse (largest

. . Rank Rank
religious categories) category)
Louisiana (37% unaffiliated, 27%
Catholic; 25% Evangelical Pro- 1 | Alaska (65% unaffiliated) 46

testant)

South Carolina (45% unaffiliated, Oregon (67%
20% Evangelical Protestant, 18% 2 g' R ° 47

o unaffiliated)
Mainline Protestant)

Texas (45% unaffiliated, 24%
Evangelical Protestant, 20% 3
Catholic)

Utah (65% Latter-day

48
Saints)

North Dakota (45% unaffiliated,
21% Catholic, 21% Mainline Pro- 4 | Maine (69% unaffiliated) 49
testant)

Idaho (47% unaffiliated, 25%
Latter-day Saints, 12% 5
Evangelical Protestant)

New Hampshire (73%

unaffiliated) =0

3) No matter how carefully one crafts the categories, there will
always be suggestions that it could have been done differently. Such
suggestions are generally true, and we invite others to explore the
data.

2020 U.S. Religion Census * usreligioncensus.org

49




Regional Differences in Religious Congregations

and Adherence

Mary L. Gautier

he 2020 U.S. Religion Census is complete and the numbers

are in. This time, the Census counted more than 370 religious

bodies, over 350,000 congregations, and over 160 million
adherents. Indeed, the 2020 U.S. Religion Census is the most exten-
sive count of congregations ever conducted. The U.S. Religion Census
was originally conducted by the U.S. government in five special
reports from 1890 through 1936. In 1952, the National Council of
Churches organized its own religion census, which was repeated in
1971 and 1980 with support from the Glenmary Research Center.
Since 1990, this decadal census has been conducted by the Associa-
tion of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies (ASARB). Cover-
age now includes many non-Christian groups as well as special
counts for religious traditions that do not have central data collection
points, such as non-denominational churches or Muslim and Jewish
communities.

A few definitions are in order here, since several of the terms
used by the U.S. Religion Census are not commonly understood or
are used in a specific way for this project. First, the participating
religious bodies (372 in the 2020 census) included 354 Christian
denominations, associations, or communions (including Latter-day
Saints, Messianic Jews, Unitarian/Universalist, and non-denomina-
tional groups); counts of Jain, Shinto, Sikh, Tao, Zoroastrian,
American Ethical Union, and National Spiritualist Association
congregations; and counts of congregations and affiliated individuals
for Bahd'i, three Buddhist groupings, two Hindu groupings, four
Jewish groupings, and Muslims.

Second, this is a census of congregations, and the congregation
is the unit of analysis from which all the other numbers are derived.
Each participating religious body determines what a congregation
consists of in their context: in most cases these are churches, mosques,

Table 1. Religious Bodies, Congregations, and Adherents over Time

temples, or other meeting places. A congregation may generally be
defined as a group of people who meet regularly (typically weekly
or monthly) at a pre-announced time and location for a religious
purpose. The location of the congregation is used to match it to a
particular county, so that congregations and their membership can
be identified and analyzed geographically, according to county
location. This allows researchers to include measures of religious
affiliation along with other county-level characteristics in population
analyses.

Finally, the U.S. Religion Census includes an estimate of religious
adherents. To achieve comparability of data, participating bodies were
asked to provide counts or estimates of the number of adherents for
each congregation. Adherents include full members, non-member
children, and other regular participants who are not considered
members. The 2020 U.S. Religion Census included data on congrega-
tions and adherents for 217 religious bodies and on congregations
only for 155.

As Table 1 shows, the United States continues to be a denomina-
tionally affiliated nation, with approximately half of the population,
at each census point, identified with a congregation. This overall
consistency, however, masks some very interesting regional
differences, which the remainder of this chapter will explore in
greater depth.

Regional Differences: Population Migration
Reflected in Religious Congregations

While the percentage of the population that adheres to a
religious body has remained relatively stable over time, the total
number of religious bodies that participate in the religious census
has more than tripled since 1952 as the United
States has become much more religiously diverse.
That diversity is explored in another chapter, but

Participating Adherents asa % of | another striking change over time that can be seen
Year . Congregations Adherents U.S. Population . . . .
Bodies gregatt pulatt the Population in Table 1 is the fact that there are now almost twice
1952 4 182856 74195 462 150,697 361 4929 | the number of congregations in the 2020 count as
there were in the 1952 count. Why is that, where
1971 53 182,335 98,979,097 203,392,031 487% | are these congregations growing, and how does that
1980 m 231708 12538310 226,545,805 4079 | relate to changes in the overall U.S. population -
these are the key items explored in this chapter. To
1990 133 255173 137,064,509 248,709,873 551% | do this, we will separate the national picture into
2000 149 268254 141,371,963 281421906 029 | the nine regional divisions that the U.S. Census
Bureau uses and examine some of the important
2010 236 344,894 150,596,792 308,745,538 488% |  changes over time in religious bodies and religious
congregations in those regions.
2020 372 356,642 161,224,088 331,449,281 48.6% 8r¢8 &
50 2020 U.S. Religion Census ¢ usreligioncensus.org



Map 1: Census Regions and Divisions
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Table 2. U.S. Population, Religious Congregations, and Religious Adherents by Regions! The U.S. Census Bureau divides the country
into four main census regions (Northeast,
Census Region 2020 U.S. % of Total Congregations % of Total Adherents / Midwest, South, and West) and further divides

Census Division | Population Population Congregations | Population

those regions into nine census divisions, as
NORTHEAST 57,609,148 18% 46,422 13% 49% illustrated on Map 1.

As can be seen in Table 2, the Northeast is

the smallest region in terms of total population.
Middle Atlantic | 42,492,943 1% 5031 10% %% | This region has grown very little since the latter
half of the 20th century, in a trend that is contin-
uing today. People have been moving out of the
East North Central | 47,368,533 14% 50,923 14% 46% Northeast and the Midwest, which were the
traditional population centers of the 19th and
early 20th centuries.
SOUTH 126,266,107 38% 167,148 “7% 52% The Northeast has 18% of the nation’s pop-
ulation yet just 13% of its congregations. About
half of the population in the Northeast (49%) is
East South Central 19,402,234 6% 39,448 1% 57% claimed by a religious Congregation (45% of the
population of the New England states and 50%

New England 15,116,205 5% 1,391 3% 45%

MIDWEST 68,985,454 21% 81,642 23% 47%

West North Central 21,616,921 7% 30,719 9% 48%

South Atlantic 66,089,734 20% 76,766 22% 48%

West South Central 40,774,139 12% 50,934 14% 57%
WEST 78,588,572 24% 60,786 17% 44%
M tai 54919150 8% 24354 79 4% ! Differences in the grand total for congregations and
ountain T ° ! ° ? adherents between Table 1and the regional tables are
Pacific 53,660,422 16% 36,432 10% 43% due to the fact that a small number of congregations
(644) and the adherents reported by them were not
Grand Total 331,449,281 100% 355,998 100% 48.6% able to be identified by county. They are included in the

national totals but cannot be analyzed by geography.
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of the population of the Middle Atlantic states). Similarly, the
Midwest, which has also grown very slowly during the last half of
the 20th century, has 21% of the nation’s population and another
23% of its congregations. Slightly under half of the population of
the Midwest (47%) is claimed by a religious congregation.

By contrast, the South, which includes a wide swath of the
country from Maryland and Delaware all the way through Texas, has
38% of the nation’s population and nearly half of its congregations
(47% of all congregations are in this region). Parts of the South have
been growing rapidly in the last half-century; in particular the states
along the Eastern seaboard have witnessed rapid growth. Religious
participation rates in the South have traditionally been higher than
in other parts of the country and today a little more than half (52%)
of the population of the South is claimed by a religious congregation.

Finally, the West, which includes all the Rocky Mountain
states and everything west of them (including Alaska and Hawaii)
has 24% of the nation’s population and just 17% of its congregations.
This part of the country has historically had somewhat lower rates
of religious participation; 44% of the population is claimed by a
religious congregation.

Drilling Down: Regional Differences Compared
Over Time

One of the unique advantages of this dataset is the fact that it
has been collected every ten years, on the same schedule as the U.S.

Census Bureau census of population, so we can examine changes
over time as well as across various levels of geography. Nationally, we
can see that there has been a 7% increase in total U.S. population
between the 2010 and the 2020 waves of the U.S. census. Correspond-
ingly, we report a 7% increase in total adherents reported by religious
bodies across that same decade. In contrast, the U.S. Religion
Census reports just over a 3% increase in the total number of
congregations reported by religious bodies. This difference is an
area that we explore in more depth below, examining each of the
four census regions in turn.

Northeast: Little Change in Population but Decreasing
Religious Adherence across the Decade

The Northeast has traditionally been a religious stronghold in
the United States. Many of the Protestant religious bodies trace
their heritage to the Pilgrims, the Puritans, and the Quakers who
originally established their presence here in the late 18th century.
While their imprint is still strong here, Mainline Protestantism has
been in decline in the United States since the middle of the 20th
century and that decline is seen most clearly in this region of the
country. As Table 3 shows, the two divisions that make up the
Northeast have had very modest increases in population over the
last decade, with corresponding small declines in the numbers of
religious adherents.

Map 2: Proportion of Congregations by Census Division
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Table 3. Decadal Change in U.S. Population, Congregations, and

Adherents in the Northeast

2020 2010 % Change in % Change in % Change in

Population Population Population | Congregations | Adherents
New England 15,116,205 14,444,865 5% 42% -7%
Middle Atlantic 42,492,943 40,872,375 4% -1.6% -1%

Religious bodies report a small increase in number of congrega-
tions in the New England states and an overall decrease in the total
number of congregations in the Middle Atlantic states over the
decade. In New England, the greatest number of congregations are
reported by the Catholic Church (13% of all congregations reported
in the New England states), followed by non-denominational
Christian Churches (11%), United Church of Christ (9%), and
American Baptist Churches in the USA (6%).

For the Middle Atlantic states, the greatest number of congrega-
tions are reported by the non-denominational Christian Churches
(11% of all congregations reported in this division), followed by the
Catholics and the Methodists (10% each). Among other religious
bodies reporting at least 1,000 congregations in this division, the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America each make up 5% of the congregations in this division,
followed by the Assemblies of God and the Jehovah’s Witnesses (4%

each), and the American Baptist Churches in the USA and the
Episcopal Church (3% each). Catholics perhaps present an illustrative
case for the Middle Atlantic states. In 2010, the Catholic Church
reported 3,724 parishes (congregations) and more than 13 million
adherents. By the 2020 count, the Catholic Church reported 3,374
parishes (a 9% decrease in congregations) and just over 12 million
adherents (an 8% decrease in adherents).

The largest Metro area in the United States is located in the
Middle Atlantic, comprising the area around New York, Newark,
and Jersey City. This Metro area has a 2020 population of more
than 20 million, with just over half of them (54%) claimed by one of
the more than 11,000 religious congregations in the area. Catholics
have the greatest number of congregations (1,151) in this Metro
area and Catholic adherents (6.5 million adherents) make up a
third of the total population.

Map 3: Ratio of Adherents to Population by Census Division
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Midwest: Slower Growth in Population and Decline in
Religious Adherence

The overall pattern of population stagnation and religious
decline that was described above for the Northeast region is largely
the pattern for the Midwest region as well. The Midwest was settled
by farmers, mostly in the 19th century. In addition to the migration
of large numbers of American Protestants from the New England
and Middle Atlantic states, this region was also settled by immigrants:
Catholics from Germany, Ireland, and Italy, Lutherans from Germany
and Scandinavia, and Calvinists and Presbyterians from Scotland and
other parts of western Europe. As farming, mining, and manufactur-
ing have declined over the course of the 20th century in the U.S.
economy, population growth has also slowed in the Midwest and
the Northeast. As Table 4 shows, the two divisions that make up the
Midwest have seen only very modest growth in total population
over the last decade, with corresponding small declines in the
numbers of religious adherents.

Religious bodies report virtually no change in the total number
of religious congregations in the East North Central states of Illinois,
Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin. In this division, the greatest
number of congregations are reported by the non-denominational
Christian Churches, some 12% of all congregations reported in

Table 4. Decadal Change in U.S. Population, Congregations, and

Adherents in the Midwest

South: A Growing Population in the Sun Belt, with
Corresponding Growth in Religious Adherents

Unlike the Northeast and Midwest regions, the South experi-
enced overall steady growth throughout the 20th and 21st century.
There has been a Catholic presence in the region since the 17th and
18th centuries — before it was even a part of the United States — due
to Spanish and French colonizers and missionaries, evidence of
which can still be seen in cities such as St. Augustine, FL, Mobile, AL,
New Orleans, LA, and San Antonio, TX. Most of the South was
settled in the 19th century by farmers and plantation owners who
were largely Episcopalian, Methodist, Catholic, and Baptist as well
as the enslaved persons they brought in to work the land, and who
generally adopted the faith of the plantation owner. In the years
leading up to the Civil War and the social disruption it left behind,
the Second Great Awakening produced a wave of Protestant denom-
inations that flourished throughout the region. Methodism dramat-
ically expanded with this religious movement, becoming the single
largest denomination in the country and many American Protestants
left the more established denominations for newer groups that
emphasized free will, personal piety, and social reform.

As Table 5 shows, the two U.S. Census divisions of the South
that contain major urban centers have continued to experience
significant population growth in the last decade, with
corresponding growth in religious congregations
and in adherents. The South Atlantic, which includes

states from Delaware, Maryland, and West Virginia
and down the Atlantic coast through Florida,

contains several urban areas that are growing rapidly.
In fact, four of the top ten Metro areas in the United

2020 2010 % Changein | % Change in % Change in

Population | Population Population | Congregations | Adherents
East North Central 47,368,533 46,421,564 2% 0.4% 2%
West North Central 21,616,921 20,505,437 5% -1.0% -5%

States according to 2020 population are located at

those states. United Methodist congregations follow, with 10% of all
congregations, followed by Catholic parishes (7% of all congrega-
tions), and then the Southern Baptist Convention, with 5% of all
congregations.

The West North Central states of Kansas, Iowa, Minnesota,
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota, which
report an overall 5% increase in population over the decade, also
show a net loss of 1% in the total number of congregations over the
decade. In this division, the greatest number of congregations are
reported by the United Methodists at 10% of all congregations.
Non-denominational Christian Churches, Catholics, and Southern
Baptist Convention follow with 9% of all congregations each, and
then the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, with 8% of all
congregations.

The largest Metro area in this region is the area around Chicago,
Naperville, and Elgin, IL. This is the third largest Metro area in the
country, with a 2020 population of 9.6 million. Just over half of the
population of this Metro area (52%) is claimed by the more than
6,000 religious congregations in the region. Non-denominational
Christian churches have the greatest number of congregations (893)
in this Metro area, and Catholics (2.75 million) have the largest
percentage of adherents, at 30% of the total population.

least partly within these South Atlantic states. Even
the East South Central region, which includes the less
urbanized states of Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, and Tennessee,
has increased in population by 5% over the last decade. Religious
bodies also report similar increases in the numbers of adherents.
More than half of the population in the South (52%) is claimed by a
religious congregation, with the greatest increase in adherents in
the South Atlantic States.

Religious bodies report increases in the numbers of religious
congregations across all three Census divisions of the South. In the
South Atlantic, the greatest number of congregations are reported
by the Southern Baptist Convention, some 21% of all congregations
reported in this area. Non-denominational Christian Churches follow,
with 15% of all congregations, followed by the United Methodists,
with 11% of all congregations in the South Atlantic states.

The East South Central and West South Central divisions report
even more growth in the number of congregations for the decade.
In the East South Central states, the Southern Baptist Convention
reports 28% of all congregations in the division, followed by the
non-denominational Christian Churches (13% of all congregations),
United Methodists (11% of all congregations), and the Churches of
Christ (8% of all congregations).

The West South Central division reports a growth in congrega-
tions that is nearly equal to that of the East South Central. In this
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Table 5. Decadal Change in U.S. Population, Congregations, and

Adherents in the South

2020 2010 % Change in % Change in % Change in

Population Population Population | Congregations | Adherents
South Atlantic 66,089,734 59,777,037 1% 52% 20%
East South Central 19,402,234 18,432,505 5% 7.9% 5%
West South Central 40,774,139 36,346,202 2% 7.4% 13%

division, which includes the states of Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma,
and Texas, the Southern Baptist Convention reports 25% of all
congregations in the division, followed by the non-denominational
Christian Churches (15% of all congregations), United Methodists
and the Churches of Christ (7% of all congregations for each).

Six of the top-ten Metro areas in the country according to their
2020 population are captured, at least in part, within the South. The
two largest Metro areas in the South are located in Texas, in the West
South Central division. They include the Dallas, Fort Worth, and
Arlington, TX, Metro area (ranked fourth, with a 2020 population
of 7.6 million) and the area around Houston, TX, which is ranked
fifth with a 2020 population just over 7.1 million. Each of these Metro
areas have 54% of their population claimed by more than 11,000
religious congregations in those two Metro areas. In the Dallas,
Fort Worth, and Arlington, TX, Metro area the Southern Baptist
Convention has the greatest number of congregations (1,893) and
Catholics (1.08 million) have the largest percentage of adherents, at
14% of the total population. Likewise, the greatest number of congre-
gations in the Houston, The Woodlands, Sugar Land, TX, Metro
area are in the Southern Baptist Convention (1,252) while Catholics
(1.3 million) have the largest percentage of adherents, at 18% of the
total population.

The other four top-ten Metro areas are in the South Atlantic
division. One of them - the Philadelphia, Camden, Wilmington area,
lies only partly in the South (the area in Delaware around Wilming-
ton). Nevertheless, this Metro has more than 6 million population,
with just under half (49%) claimed by a religious congregation. The
Washington, DC, Arlington and Alexandria Metro area is also in this
region. With nearly 6.4 million in population and a little over 5,000
congregations, nearly 47% of the population is claimed by a religious
body. Non-denominational Christian churches have the greatest
number of congregations (791) in this Metro area, and Catholics
(1.025 million) have the largest percentage of adherents, at 16% of
the total population.

The next largest Metro area in the South Atlantic division is
comprised of Miami, Fort Lauderdale, and Pompano Beach in
Florida. With a combined 2020 population of 6.1 million, the 3,830

congregations in this Metro claim 46% of the population as religious
adherents. Non-denominational Christian churches have the greatest
number of congregations (711) in this Metro area, and Catholics
(1.46 million) have the largest percentage of adherents, at 23.8% of
the total population. The final very large Metro area in the South
Atlantic encompasses Atlanta, Sandy Springs, and Alpharetta, GA.
Its 2020 population is just over 6 million, with more than half (51%)
claimed by the nearly 5,000 religious congregations in the area. The
Southern Baptist Convention has the greatest number of congrega-
tions (1,171) in this Metro area and Catholics (653,926) have the
largest percentage of adherents, at 10.7% of the total population.

West: Strong Population Growth, With Slower Growth in
Religious Congregations and Adherents

Just as in the South, there was a Catholic presence in the West
long before it was a part of the United States, due to missionaries
and explorers from Spain and France. Settlement of this region,
which includes the Rocky Mountain states and everything west of
Texas - including Alaska and Hawaii - took place largely in the
19th and early 20th centuries. These settlers were for the most part
Mainline and Evangelical Protestants as well as Irish and German
immigrant Catholics. In addition, Brigham Young led the Mor-
mons into Utah in search of religious freedom and they established
a strong following there. Finally, Chinese and Japanese immigrants
who were attracted by the farming and mining opportunities in the
West, introduced Buddhism, Confucianism, Shinto and other reli-
gions of Eastern Asia to the United States.

As Table 6 shows, the two U.S. Census divisions of the West
have continued to experience significant overall population growth
in the last decade, with corresponding growth in religious adher-
ents but little change in the numbers of religious congregations. The
Mountain division, which extends from Montana and Idaho in the
north, through Nevada, Utah, Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona,
has increased in population by 13% in the last decade, with a corre-
sponding 17% increase in the number of adherents claimed by a re-
ligious congregation in the region. The number of religious

Table 6. Decadal Change in U.S. Population, Congregations, and

Adherents in the West

2020 2010 % Changein | % Change in % Change in
Population Population Population | Congregations | Adherents
Mountain 24,919,150 22,065,451 13% 4.0% 17%
Pacific 53,669,422 49,880,102 8% 0.5% 10%
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congregations in the Mountain states has also increased by 4% in
the last decade. The Pacific division, which includes the states of
Alaska, Washington, Oregon, and California along the Pacific coast
as well as the state of Hawaii in the Pacific Ocean, has increased in
population by 8% over the last decade. Religious bodies also report
a 10% increase in the numbers of adherents. Still, less than half of
the overall population in the West (44%) is claimed by a religious
congregation.

Religious bodies report increases in the numbers of religious
congregations in the Mountain states but virtually no change in
congregations in the Pacific states. In the Mountain states, the
greatest number of congregations are reported by the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (the Mormons), with 33% of all
congregations reported in this area, mostly located in Utah and
Arizona. The non-denominational Christian Churches follow, with
10% of all congregations, followed by the Southern Baptist
Convention, with 7% of all congregations, and the Catholic Church,
with 6% of all congregations in the Mountain states.

The Mountain division has no Metro areas among the top-ten
Metro areas, but if we expand to look at the top-twenty Metro areas
in the country according to their 2020 population, the Mountain
states are represented by two Metro areas — the Phoenix, Mesa,
Chandler, AZ Metro area (ranked eleventh, with a 2020 population
of 4.8 million), and the area around Denver, CO, which is ranked
nineteenth with a 2020 population of just under 3 million. Each of
these Metro areas have less than half of their population claimed by
more than 4,000 religious congregations in those two Metro areas.
In the Phoenix, Mesa, Chandler, AZ Metro area the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints has the greatest number of congregations
(617) in this Metro area and Catholics (1.1 million) have the largest
percentage of adherents, at 23% of the total population. In the
Denver, Aurora, Lakewood, CO Metro area the Non-denominational
Christian churches have the greatest number of congregations
(227) in this Metro area and Catholics (476,253) have the largest
percentage of adherents, at 16% of the total population.

Unlike the Mountain division, the Pacific division reports
virtually no change in congregations in the last decade, despite a
population growth of 8%. This division, which includes several
large population centers, has substantial numbers of congregations
reported by a number of different religious bodies. The non-denom-
inational Christian Churches are the most numerous, with 11% of
all congregations in the Pacific states. Following that, the Southern
Baptist Convention reports 8% of all congregations in the division,
followed by the Jehovah’s Witnesses with 7%, the Assemblies of God
and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, with 6% each,
and the Catholic Church, with 5% of all congregations.

The Pacific division contains one of the top-ten Metro areas in
the country according to their 2020 population and four more
among the top-twenty Metro areas. The Los Angeles, Long Beach,
Anaheim, CA, Metro area is the second largest Metro area in the
country, with a 2020 population of 13.2 million. Just over half of the
population in the Los Angeles Metro area is claimed by more than
7,000 religious congregations in the area. The Southern Baptist
Convention has the greatest number of congregations (750) in this

Metro area and Catholics (4.1 million) have the largest percentage
of adherents, at 31% of the total population.

The other four top-twenty Metro areas included in the Pacific
states — San Francisco, Oakland, Berkeley, CA; Riverside, San
Bernardino, Ontario, CA; Seattle, Tacoma, Bellevue, WA; and San
Diego, Chula Vista, Carlsbad, CA - each have a population between
three and four million, with about 40% of that population claimed
by roughly two to three thousand religious congregations in each
Metro area. The Southern Baptist Convention has the greatest
number of congregations (320) in the San Francisco, Oakland,
Berkeley, CA Metro area and Catholics (1 million) have the largest
percentage of adherents, at 21.5% of the total population. In the
Riverside, San Bernardino, Ontario, CA Metro area, the Non-denom-
inational Christian churches have the greatest number of congrega-
tions (300) and the Catholic Church (1.15 million) has the largest
percentage of adherents, at 25% of the total population. For the
Seattle, Tacoma, Bellevue, WA Metro area the Non-denominational
churches have the greatest number of congregations (315) as well as
the largest percentage of adherents (568,190), 14% of the total pop-
ulation. Finally, in the San Diego, Chula Vista, Carlsbad, CA Metro
area the Southern Baptist Convention has the greatest number of
congregations (202) and the Catholic Church (754,089) has the
largest percentage of adherents, at 23% of the total population.

Conclusion

While the 2020 U.S. Religion Census reports overall growth in
the numbers of religious bodies, religious congregations, and religious
adherents, such that nearly half of the U.S. population is reported to
be an adherent of more than 350,000 religious congregations,
examination of recent trends across the nine U.S. Census Divisions
shows a great deal of variability in terms of religious growth and
decline. For example, the Northeast and the Midwest have been
experiencing relatively slow total population growth as well as
declines in religious adherence over the last decade. By comparison,
the South has been experiencing overall growth in population,
particularly in the South Atlantic states, matched with growth in
the number of religious congregations and adherents. Finally, the
Mountain and Pacific states of the West, while experiencing strong
growth in total population and increases in the numbers of religious
adherents, have not had as much growth in the numbers of religious
congregations. Thus, the West continues to have less than half its
overall population claimed by a religious congregation.
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The Rise and Geographic Dispersion of Non-
Christian Faith Traditions in the United States

Mike McMullen

he US. is experiencing a new wave of immigration in the first

two decades of the 21st century, similar to that of the turn of

the previous century. As Sullivan notes, “Sometime between
1910 and 1920, the population of the United States passed 100 million
(behind only China, India and the Russian Empire at the time), and
about 14% were immigrants.' As of Aug. 1, 2019, the United States
was home to just under 330 million people, and, again, about 14%
were born in other countries” However, the origin of this foreign-
born population, the religious faiths they practice, as well as the
cities they settle in, have changed dramatically. This unprecedented
social change has ushered in new forms of religious diversity.

New Immigrants, New Faith Traditions

Because of the perceived threat that the early 20th century
immigrants, many of them Catholic, posed to the “cultural identity”
of a mostly-Protestant America, as well as anti-Catholic and anti-
Semitic fears and subsequent resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan, in
1924 Congress passed the Johnson-Reed Immigration Act, which
limited immigrants overall and imposed quotas in favor of nation-
alities that were already in the U.S. in significant numbers (Sullivan
2019, p. 20).2 As a result, by 1970, the foreign-born share of the U.S.
population fell to 4.7%. However, Congress passed the Immigration
and Nationality Act of 1965 that reversed the 1924 law, in part as a
response to the need for immigrant labor as the birth rates of natural
born Americans fell. This ended preferences for northern European
immigrants. The result over the next four decades was 59 million
immigrants entered the U.S. However, the vast majority of these new
foreign-born residents were from Africa, Asia, South America and
the Caribbean, not from Europe.

As a result, this led to: 1) the de-Europeanization of American
Christianity with the influx of, for example, Vietnamese, Filipino and
Mexican Catholics, Korean Presbyterians, and Nigerian Pentecostals;
as well as 2) the increase in non-Christian faith traditions such as the
Bahd1 Faith, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism, and Zoroastrian-
ism.? In addition, the Catholic church is one of the few non-Evangeli-
cal denominations to not lose membership over the last 20 years,
but their gains have come mostly through not only Latin American

' Sullivan, Robert David. 2019. “The Three Americas and How They Grow.”
Accessed from AmericaMagazine.org on 18 May 2023. Page 20.

2 |bid. Page 20.

3Yang, Fenggang and Helen Rose Ebaugh. 2001. “Transformations in New
Immigrant Religions and Their Global Implications.” American Sociological
Review 66 (2): 269-288.

immigration, but also Catholic migrants from Vietnam, the Philip-
pines, and African countries.* As of 2019, one in five U.S. Catholics
are foreign-born.’

New Gateway Urban Areas

The pattern of immigrant settlement in the 20th century was
for those who were foreign-born to move into the urban core, with
subsequent generations moving up the economic ladder and out to
the suburbs. However, the trend shifted in the 21st century as
immigrants from outside of Europe were less likely to settle in urban
centers first, and more likely to immigrate directly to suburbs. “The
story of ethnic enclaves in the heart of major gateway cities has been
fundamentally altered with the restructuring of the U.S. economy,
the decentralization of cities, and the growth of the suburbs as major
employment centers”® Until the 1990s, there were effectively six
gateway states for recent immigrants: California (led by San Francisco
and Los Angeles), Texas (led by Houston), Florida (led by Miami),
greater New Jersey and New York (led by New York City) and Illinois
(led by Chicago). These gateway entry points to American society
have expanded and diversified. The reasons for continued interest in
the U.S. as an immigrant destination are economic opportunity, escape
from political or religious persecution, and refugee resettlement.?

Lichter and Johnson posit that the proliferation of gateway
access to American culture by 21st century immigrants accelerates
two change processes in society: 1) population deconcentration (or
suburbanization) and greater exposure to the native-born white
majority; and 2) the possible erosion of ethnic or immigrant identity
and the weakening attachment to place (i.e., the fading importance
of ethnic enclaves).” As a result, America has visibly become more
ethnically, and therefore also more religiously, diverse as the nation’s
ethnic make-up continues to diversify. Their research found that over
the last 30 years, the American immigrant population has indeed

4 Burge, Ryan P. 2021. The Nones: Where They Came From, Who They Are,
and Where They Are Going. Minneapolis: Fortress Press.

5 Sullivan, 2019.
6 Singer, Audrey, Susan W. Hardwick and Caroline B. Brettell. 2008. Twenty-

First-Century Gateways: Immigrant Incorporation in Suburban America.
Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press. Page 5.

7 McGrath, Michael. 2009. “The New Gateways: Immigrant Integration in
Unexpected Places.” National Civic Review 98 (1): 6-13.

8Singer, et al, 2008.

° Lichter, Daniel T. and Kenneth M. Johnson. 2006. “Emerging Rural Settlement
Patterns and the Geographic Redistribution of America's New Immigrants.”
Rural Sociology 71 (1): 109-131.
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spread itself over a more diverse geographical space. Not only are
immigrants less concentrated today than in the past, but they are less
segregated from other ethnic groups, including majority whites.
Singer, et al, have developed a typology of six types of immigrant
gateways, describing cities that have become the focus of
immigration in the in the last 50 years:'

The first three are what they call established immigrant gateways

(the primary settlement cities for European immigrants of the 19th
and 20th Century):

1. Former gateways (Baltimore, Buffalo, Cleveland, Detroit,
Milwaukee, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and St. Louis) which
attracted considerable numbers of immigrants at the turn of
the last century, but as rust-belt “deindustrialization” took
place, they diminished in importance. These are the earliest
foreign-born gateways, and therefore historically the oldest,
as America welcomed immigrants during the manufacturing
boom of the U.S. industrial revolution.

2. Continuous gateways (Boston, New York/Newark/Jersey
City, Chicago, San Francisco) are long-standing destinations
for immigrants and continue to receive large numbers of
foreign-born. These cities continue to be the major entry
point for immigrants from around the world.

3. Post-World War II gateways (Houston, Los Angeles,
Riverside/San Bernadino, Orange County, San Diego, Fort
Lauderdale, and Miami) began attracting immigrants in the
post-war period and especially after the 1965 changes to
immigration laws (see also Klineberg 2020). These cities also
continue to diversity with new waves of immigrants.

The newer set of immigrant gateways cites are what they call
twenty-first-century gateways (the result of changes in 1965 to
immigration laws that ushered in non-Christian religious and
ethnic diversity):

4. Emerging gateways are those places that have had rapidly
growing immigrant populations during the past 25 years
(Atlanta, Dallas-Fort Worth, Las Vegas, Orlando, West Palm
Beach, and Washington, DC).

5. Re-emerging gateways (Minneapolis-St. Paul, Denver,
Oakland, Phoenix, Portland OR, Sacramento, San Jose,
Tampa and Seattle) saw significant immigrant population
growth at the beginning of the 20th century, but waned as
destinations as the 20th century progressed, and are now
re-emerging in the 21st century as immigrant gateways.

6. Pre-emerging gateways are those places (like Raleigh-Durham,
Charlotte, Greensboro/Winston-Salem, Salt Lake City and
Austin) where immigrant populations have grown rapidly
starting in the 1990s and are likely to continue their trajectory
of growth."

0 Singer, et al, 2008.

'Singer, Audrey. 2004. “The Rise of New Immigrant Gateways.” The Living
Cities Census Series and the Center on Urban and Metropolitan Policy.
Washington, DC: The Brookings Institution.

By 2005, 20% of the U.S. foreign-born population (more than 7
million people) lived in 21st century gateways, up from less than 8%
of the total in 1970. All these 21st century gateway cities are booming
because of economic growth, refugee resettlement, and chain migra-
tion as newer immigrants follow settled immigrants via existing
social networks.'?

Findings for Religious Bodies

I wanted to analyze where the concentrations of non-Christian
houses of worship were in the U.S. by using the 2020 U.S. Religion
Census data (see usreligioncensus.org). Since 1990, the Association
of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies has collected and
analyzed the data, and has produced maps of the geographic disper-
sion of over 450 denominations and faith groups aggregated at the
county level. I focused on metropolitan areas that had at least six
houses of worship (what I am calling “high-concentration” areas) for
the following non-Christian religious traditions: the Baha1 Faith,
Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, the Sikh religion, and
Zoroastrianism. Below I summarize the findings of these seven
major non-Christian faith traditions, and we see that there is a high
correlation between urban areas that have high-concentrations of
non-Christian houses of worship (six or more), and the gateway cities,
both established and 21st century gateways, that have historically
and more recently witnessed the influx of immigrant Americans.

Bahd’i Faith

The first Bah&is came to the U.S. at the end of the 19th century
from the religion’s country of origin, Iran. Bahdlis believe that the
prophet-founder, Baha'w’llah (which means the “Glory of God” in
Arabic), is the most recent in a historical progression of “manifesta-
tions” that God has sent to humanity for spiritual guidance, and
which form the core of the varied global civilizations. They include,
but are not limited to: Buddha, Zoroaster, Moses, Jesus, and
Muhammad, and most recently, Baha'w’llah. The American Bah&1i
community is approximately 70% converts, as well as about 30%
ethnic Persians who escaped persecution in Iran and immigrated to
America over the past century."” Because of the parish-like geographic
boundaries defining a Baha{ community, a large metro area may
consist of multiple communities, depending on the number of suburbs
surrounding the urban core. Many of the largest concentrations of
Bahdis in the U.S. are also where Persian immigrants are concentrated,
such as the gateway cities of Atlanta, Dallas, Washington DC,
Houston, Los Angeles, and Miami, as well as the continuous gateway
of Chicago, which is the national headquarters of the American
Bahdi community.

As seen in Table 1, of the 417 identified Bah&i communities in
high-concentration metros, we can see below that over half (52.7%)
are in 21st century gateway cities. (Note that the percentages in
Table 1 do not perfectly add up to 100% because not all “high-
concentration” Bahd1 communities are in gateway cities—but the

2 Singer, et al, 2008. Pages 10-11.

' McMullen, Michael. 2000. The Bahd'i: The Religious Construction of a
Global Identity. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press.
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Table 1. Percentages of High-Concentration Baha'i Communities
in Each Type of Gateway City, 2020

Established Gateways 21st-Century Gateways
Former 0.0% Emerging 271%
Continuous 20.1% Re-Emerging 23.7%
Post-WWiII 25.4% Pre-Emerging 1.9%
Total 45.5% Total 52.7%

vast majority are). Again, given that nearly one-third of the American
Bah&i community are Persian immigrants, or descendants of immi-
grants who came to the U.S. in the aftermath of the 1979 Islamic
Revolution in Iran, it is not surprising that over half of Bah&is who
live in high-concentration urban areas (with 6 or more communities)
reside in twenty-first-century gateways.

See Map 1 for the graphic distribution of U.S. Bah&i communities.

Buddhism

Buddhism traces its roots to Siddhartha Gautama, a prince from
a kingdom in southern Nepal whose experience with suffering in
approximately 500 BCE led to his teachings on the Four Noble Truths.
His desire to free humanity from this suffering led to Buddhist

spiritual practices called the Eight-Fold Noble Path. The Four Noble
Truths and Eight-Fold Noble Path both constitute the core teachings
of Buddhism. Buddhism spread throughout southeast Asia, China,
the Korean peninsula, and Japan over the next 1,300 years. Buddhism
made its appearance in the U.S. on the West Coast, as immigrants
came to America from Asia initially in the latter 19th century as
Chinese laborers who built the transcontinental railroad. The first
Buddhist temple was constructed in San Francisco in 1853." Over
the next 100 years, various Buddhist organizations and publications
adapted to the American religious landscape, such as the Buddhist
Churches of America and Nichiren Shoshu of America and Tricycle:
The Buddhist Review magazine. This institutional development
accelerated after the 1965 changes to immigration laws that ushered
in millions of immigrants from Asia. One scholar said this resulted in
two categories of American Buddhism: ethnic Buddhism “in which
the traditions and practices serve as a way of maintaining the ethnic
identity of an immigrant community”; and convert Buddhism “in
which American-born converts adopt Buddhist ideas and adapt
them to an American way of life”!?

¥ Eckel, Malcolm David. 2009. “Buddhism in the World and America.” In World
Religions in America: An Introduction, 4th ed. Louisville, KY: Westminster
John Knox Press..

> |bid. Page 201.

Map 1: Distribution of Baha'i Communities, 2020
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The full scope of Buddhism in America is difficult to determine
because there is no central record-keeping organization and there
are a multitude of organizations that promote a plethora of Buddhist
philosophies and practices. This challenge is compounded by the
fact than many white Americans continue to identify as Christian
or Jewish but also practice Buddhist meditation syncretically.'®

As seen in Table 2, of the 1,545 Buddhist temples in high-
concentration metro areas, over 70% are in gateways cities. The
more than 45% of temples in established gateway cities are primarily
in West-coast cities reflecting earlier 20th century Asian immigra-
tion patterns; but the 25% in 21st century gateways are more evenly
spread throughout the United States. (Note again that the percentages
do not add up to 100% because some of the high-concentration
Buddhist temples—and all subsequent houses of worship for remain-
ing faith groups—are not in identified gateway cities, but the vast
majority are).

See Map 2 for the graphic distribution of U.S. Buddhist temples.

6 See Droogers, Andre. 2005. “Syncretism and Fundamentalism: A Comparison.”
Social Compass 52 (4): 463-471, and Holton, Robert. 2000. “Globalization’s
Cultural Consequences.” The Annals of the American Academy of Political
and Social Science 570:140-152.

Table 2. Percentages of High-Concentration Buddhist Temples
in Each Type of Gateway City, 2020

Established Gateways 21st-Century Gateways
Former 6.0% Emerging 9.1%
Continuous 21.3% Re-Emerging 14.0%
Post-WWiII 18.3% Pre-Emerging 21%
Total 45.6% Total 25.2%
Hinduism

Hinduism is a collection of beliefs and practices that evolved
from 3,000 years ago in the Indian subcontinent. Hindu philosophy
is found in the collection of texts known as the Upanishads, and
ritual practices are found in the Vedas. The first Hindu temple was
dedicated in the U.S. in 1976 in the metropolitan Pittsburgh area.
Since then, Larson says that five different types of Hindu practitioners
have come to characterize American Hinduism: 1) “Secular Hindus”
are those Hindu immigrants who tend to have higher levels of
education and do not identify with any particular beliefs or practices
of traditional Hinduism and have not joined any other religious
groups; 2) “Nonsectarian Hindus” are those immigrants who do not
identify with any particular branch, but practice a form of cultural
Hinduism that is connected to their family caste; 3) “Devotional

Map 2: Distribution of Buddhist Temples, 2020
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Hindus” are those who identify with a particular sectarian tradition
or God/Goddess cult; 4) “Reformist-Nationalist Neo-Hindus” are
those immigrants who follow groups such as Ramakrishna Mission
and are mostly interested in their Indian homeland and are not
conversion-seeking or proselytizing; and finally 5) “Guru-Internation-
alist Missionizing Neo-Hindus” are followers of movements such as
the Hare Krishnas who explicitly seek converts from outside the
Asjan Indian population.'” Researching Hindu temples is complicated
by the fact that data collected for the U.S. Religion Census included
not only Hindu temples specifically, but also thoroughly American-
style non-profit organizations like Vendanta Societies that serve as
meditation centers, educational institutions, and cultural centers.
As seen in Table 3, of the 230 Hindu temples specifically iden-
tified in the U.S. Religious Census data in high-concentration urban
areas, over three-quarters (77%) are located in established gateway
cities, while nearly one-fourth (23%) are in 21st century gateways.
Interestingly, while there are Hindu temples and Indian immigrants
spread throughout the cities of the U.S., the highest concentration
of Hindu places of worship (defined in this analysis as urban areas

7 Larson, Gerald James. 2009. “Hinduism in India and in America.” In World
Religions in America: An Introduction, 4th ed. Louisville, KY: Westminster
John Knox Press. Page 193.

Table 3. Percentages of High-Concentration Hindu Temples
in Each Type of Gateway City, 2020

Established Gateways 21st-Century Gateways
Former M.7% Emerging 17.4%
Continuous 452% Re-Emerging 57%
Post-WWII 20.0% Pre-Emerging 0.0%
Total 76.9% Total 23.1%

with at least 6 or more houses of worship for each faith group), are
all in the six types of immigrant gateway cities.
See Map 3 for the graphic distribution of U.S. Hindu temples.

Judaism

Judaism has a long history in the U.S., predating even the formal
constitutional formation of the nation. The Jewish community in the
U.S. was officially founded in New York City in 1654.'® The U.S. is
home to several branches of Judaism, some of which were founded
here in America. In addition, many American Jews are secular and

'8 Neusner, Jacob. 2009. “Judaism in the World and in America.” In World
Religions in America: An Introduction, 4th ed. Louisville, KY: Westminster
John Knox Press.

Map 3: Distribution of Hindu Temples, 2020
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identify as an ethnic/cultural group, but do not necessarily practice
the religion of Judaism. The U.S. Religion Census collected data on
six Jewish branches here in the U.S.: Orthodox, Reform, Conserva-
tive, Reconstructionist, Independent, and Chabad. Jews make up
approximately 2% of the U.S. population, and just over half marry
non-Jews (or “gentiles”). Most Orthodox Jews practice Jewish law in
such a way that “segregates” them from the majority in society with
distinctive dress, diet, neighborhoods, etc.; whereas “integrationist”
Jews live among gentiles while adhering to Jewish law in greater
(Conservative) or lesser (Reform or Reconstructionist) degrees.
Reform Judaism was founded in the U.S. in 1873 and the Jewish
Theological Seminary was founded here in 1886 to train
Conservative rabbis."”

Although there were a sizable number of Muslims who were
brought to the U.S. during the slave trade between the mid-16th
century and the mid-19th century,” the non-Christian religious
tradition that has the longest history and deepest roots in the U.S. is
Judaism. That said, as can be seen in Table 4, only about 14% of the
2,082 synagogues in high-concentration synagogue areas in the U.S.

' |bid.

20 See Frazier, E. Franklin.1949. The Negro in the United States. New York: The
Macmillan Company, and Franklin, John Hope and Alfred A. Moss, Jr. 1988.
From Slavery to Freedom: A History of Negro Americans, 6th ed. New York:
Alfred A. Knopf.

Table 4. Percentages of High-Concentration Jewish Synagogues
in Each Type of Gateway City, 2020

Established Gateways 21st-Century Gateways
Former 13.5% Emerging 7.7%
Continuous 49.0% Re-Emerging 57%
Post-WWII 21.6% Pre-Emerging 0.3%
Total 84.1% Total 13.7%

are in 21st century gateway cities, which is to be expected since
Jewish immigration was largely a pre-WW!II phenomenon. In other
words, over 84% of urban areas with high concentrations of Jewish
synagogues (6 or more) are in established urban gateways, with
nearly half in the continuous gateway cities of New York, Boston, and
Chicago. In fact, New York City has one of the largest concentration
of Jews in the world outside of Israel. Jews came to the U.S. in the
greatest numbers to escape the ghettos of Eastern Europe during the
huge wave of immigrants to America between 1880 and 1920, and
therefore not surprisingly settled in established gateway urban areas.?'
See Map 4 for the graphic distribution of U.S. Jewish synagogues.

2" Flanagan, William G. 2002. Urban Sociology: Images and Structures. Boston:
Allyn and Bacon.

Map 4: Distribution of Jewish Synagogues, 2020

Los Angeles
)

San Diego

Gateway Cities

D 1. Former

D 2. Continuous
D 3. Post-World War Il
m 4. Emerging

Orlando “ H 5. Re-emerging

) \ 6. Pre-emerging

Y

Se & o VVest Palm Beach

R ‘f Fort Lauderdale
2 Miami

3,305 synagogues were reported in 465 counties.
*Dots are randomly placed within each county to represent congregations.

62

2020 U.S. Religion Census * usreligioncensus.org



Muslims

The Islamic religion was born in the 7th century in the Arabian
peninsula, when a merchant named Muhammad had a religious
revelation that he was a prophet of God. Muslims believe that God
revealed a message for humanity through Muhammad. This message,
which became their holy scripture, the Qur’an, establishes laws and
ethical principles to guide one’s whole life. Islam shares theological
and historical roots with Judaism and Christianity, and over the next
centuries spread throughout the Middle East, North African, India
and the Far East. Islam is now the second-most populous religion in
the world, with over 1.2 billion followers. Islam has two main
branches: Sunnis (who comprise about 85% of Muslims worldwide)
and Shi’ites (about 15% of Muslims). All Muslims, no matter their
branch or sectarian background, believe in the five pillars (or founda-
tional beliefs) of Islam: 1) the profession of faith in Muhammad as
God’s messenger (the Shahada); 2) prayer five times a day (Salat); 3)
giving to the poor (Zakat); 4) fasting during the lunar month of
Ramadan (Sawn); and 5) pilgrimage to Mecca (the Hajj). The
American Muslim community is about two-thirds immigrants or
their descendants from around the world, and one-third African-
American converts (many who were initially members of the Nation
of Islam), plus a small number of white converts. American Muslims
have adapted to what Warner? called a “congregational” model of
religion from Protestant Christianity, where the mosque has become

Table 5. Percentages of High-Concentration Islamic Mosques
in Each Type of Gateway City, 2020

Established Gateways 21st-Century Gateways
Former 12.6% Emerging 12.5%
Continuous 27.5% Re-Emerging 9.3%
Post-WWiII 1.1% Pre-Emerging 2.9%
Total 51.2% Total 24.7%

not just a place for prayer, but a community center, educational insti-
tution, and place where immigrants can learn English, hear about
jobs and housing, and the imam takes on the role of counselor, social
worker, and public relations specialist.?

As can be seen in Table 5, over half of the 2,296 mosques in
high-concentration urban areas are in established gateway cities, with
another quarter in 21st century gateways. These include continuous
gateway urban areas like New York, Chicago and Boston; as well as

2 Warner, R. Stephen. 1993. “Work in Progress Toward a New Paradigm for the
Sociological Study of Religion in the United States.” American Journal of
Sociology 98 (5): 1044-1093.

2 Esposito, John L. 2009. “Islam in the World and in America.” In World
Religions in America: An Introduction, 4th ed. Louisville, KY: Westminster
John Knox Press.

Map 5: Distribution of Islamic Mosques, 2020
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former gateways like Detroit, which has one of the largest concentra-
tions of Arab Muslims outside of the Middle East. Finally, higher-
concentrations of Muslims can be found in emerging gateway cities
such as Atlanta, Dallas and Orlando.

See Map 5 for the graphic distribution of U.S. Islamic mosques.

Sikhs

The Sikh religion developed in the Punjab region of India in the
15th century with the spiritual teachings of Guru Nanak (1469-1539),
the faith’s first guru or leader. There were nine successive gurus after
him. The last living guru, Gobind Singh (1666-1708) declared that
the holy text would be the 11th and final eternal guru. A copy of
the Guru Granth Sahib (fundamental holy scripture) is housed in
the Golden Temple in Amritsar, Punjab, India and is considered by
Sikhs a pilgrimage site. Sikh beliefs are a syncretic combination of
Hindu and Islamic concepts.? The vast majority of Sikhs in the U.S.
are immigrants from India, and their largest communities are on the
West Coast (Seattle, San Francisco, San Jose, Fresno, Bakersfield,
and Los Angeles).

Based on the 2020 U.S. Religion Census data, looking at metro-
politan areas with 6 or more Sikh gurdwaras (or temples), nearly all

24 Singh, Nikky-Guninder Kaur. 2005. “Sikhism.” Encyclopedia of Religion, vol.
14, 2nd edition. Lindsay Jones, editor. Detroit: Macmillan Reference.

Table 6. Percentages of High-Concentration Sikh Gurdwaras
in Each Type of Gateway City, 2020

Established Gateways 21st-Century Gateways
Former 1.6% Emerging 15.5%
Continuous 24.0% Re-Emerging 15.5%
Post-WWiII 14.7% Pre-Emerging 0.0%
Total 50.3% Total 31.0%

are on the West Coast, with the exception of those in Houston, New
York City, Dallas, Detroit, Indianapolis, Philadelphia, and Washington,
DC. As seen in Table 6, of the 129 gurdwaras in high-concentration
urban areas, half of them are in established gateway cities, mostly in
Washington state and California. Nearly one-third are in 21st century
gateways.

See Map 6 for the graphic distribution of U.S. Sikh gurdwaras.

Zoroastrianism

The Zoroastrian faith originated in Iran prior to the arrival of
Islam. The founder, the prophet Zoroaster, founded his movement in
possibly the 2nd millennium BCE, and it served as the official state
religion of the Persian empire from approximately 600 BCE to 650
CE with the conquest of Islam. Zoroaster taught a dualistic worldview

Map 6: Distribution of Sikh Gurdwaras, 2020
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of good versus evil in which the supreme being, Ahura Mazda, would
win the cosmic battle for good. Nearly all American Zoroastrians are
Iranian immigrants.” The cities of San Jose, Phoenix, Los Angeles,
and New York each have two Zoroastrian temples (re-emerging,
continuous and Post-WWII gateways), while several established
and 21st century gateway cities have one each.

Based on the 2020 U.S. Religion Census data, looking at metro-
politan areas with two or more Zoroastrian temples, they are fairly
evenly divided into established and 21st century gateways as seen in
Table 7. Again, in no metropolitan area are there more than two
Zoroastrian temples (San Jose, Los Angeles, Phoenix, and New York
City). Presumably, many Zoroastrians left Iran after the 1979 Islamic
Revolution and settled in both established and 21st century gateway
cities. Only four Zoroastrian temples out of 33 identified are located
in non-gateway urban areas: Kansas City, Eugene OR, Richmond
and Cincinnati.

See Map 7 for the graphic distribution of U.S. Zoroastrian
temples.

2 Choksy, Jamsheed K. 2005. “Zoroastrianism.” Encyclopedia of Religion, vol.
14, 2nd edition. Lindsay Jones, editor. Detroit: Macmillan Reference.

Table 7. Percentages of High-Concentration Zoroastrian Temples
in Each Type of Gateway City, 2020

Established Gateways 21st-Century Gateways
Former 15.2% Emerging 121%
Continuous 12.1% Re-Emerging 24.2%
Post-WWiII 18.2% Pre-Emerging 3.0%
Total 45.5% Total 39.3%
Summary

This chapter has reviewed data from the U.S. Religion Census
for seven non-Christian faith traditions. Whereas Jews and Muslims
each make up approximately 2-3% of the U.S. population, the Baha,
Sikh, Zoroastrian, Hindu and Buddhist populations each make up
less than 1% of Americans. Currently, non-Christian faith traditions
make up 6% of the total American population, but that proportion is
expected to at least double in the next half-century,? again, mostly
via immigration. As we have seen from the above analysis, the growth
of non-Christian religions in the U.S. happens in parallel with the
phenomenon of new sources of immigration. Since the changes in

26 “Modeling the Future of Religion in America.” 2022. Washington, DC: Pew
Research Center. Page 10.

Map 7: Distribution of Zoroastrian Temples, 2020
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the 1965 immigration laws, the vast majority of U.S. immigrants
have not been from Europe, but from Asia, Africa, the Middle East,
Central and South America and the Caribbean. These new immi-
grants have entered the U.S. more and more via what Singer et al.”
have called twenty-first-century gateway cities. These include
emerging gateways (such as Atlanta, Dallas and Washington, DC);
re-emerging gateways (such as Minneapolis, Phoenix, Sacramento
and Seattle); and pre-emerging gateways (such as Austin, Charlotte,
Raleigh-Durham and Salt Lake City). These cities are where we are
seeing rapid increases in religious diversity.

There are non-Christian Americans and houses of worship
spread throughout the United States, from small towns to our largest
cities. To simplify this analysis, I have chosen to focus on where non-
Christian houses of worship are most highly concentrated, and have
defined these high-concentration locations as those metropolitan
areas with at least 6 or more non-Christian houses of worship. As it
turns out, those urban areas that I have defined as high-concentration
house of worship cities (with at least 6 or more mosques, synagogues,
or temples) are highly correlated with both established and 21st
century gateway cities. In fact, for all the faith groups discussed
here - the range was from 70% of high-concentration Buddhist
temples being in gateway cities, to 100% of high-concentration
Hindu temples being in gateway cities — that relationship holds
true. We are a society of immigrants, who have brought their faith
traditions with them and build their houses of worship in the cities
to which they immigrated. It is no surprise, therefore, that the vast
majority of the highest concentrations of non-Christians are in
gateway cities that were welcoming to these newcomers. This is
especially true of the faith traditions practiced by immigrants of the
last 50 years, who settled and build churches, temples, synagogues
and mosques in 21st century gateway cities.

27 Singer, Audrey, Susan W. Hardwick and Caroline B. Brettell. 2008. Twenty-
First-Century Gateways: Immigrant Incorporation in Suburban America.
Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press.
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Religion and Metropolitan Status in the United

States

Dale E. Jones

ecause the U.S. Religion Census reports information at the

county level, this provides a ready source of information for

each of the nation’s metropolitan areas. The government uses
counties (and their equivalents, such as Louisiana’s parishes) to define
metropolitan areas based on population clusters and commuting
patterns. By using those definitions, it is easy to add a religious
perspective to other metropolitan area data, such as poverty levels
or housing values.

In March, 2020, 384 metropolitan areas were defined for the
United States by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB).
Another 558 micropolitan areas were also named at that time.
Religion data is available for each of these County Based Statistical
Areas (CBSAs). With this data, we can discover trends that are
often hidden in national totals.

This chapter will focus on the data from the U.S. Religion
Census, organized by metropolitan size and status. That is, we will
examine the religious makeup of different-sized metropolitan and

micropolitan areas as well as the religious makeup of areas outside
any metropolitan or micropolitan area.

Large Metro vs. Rural Concentrations

Essentially, any county with an urban area of at least 10,000
people is assigned to a CBSA by the OMB, along with any neighbor-
ing counties with a strong commuting tie to that county.! This means
that any county outside of a CBSA can be loosely defined as rural.

It will not be surprising that fully one-third of Amish adher-
ents are in counties not classified as either metropolitan or micro-
politan. But the two largest Lutheran bodies also have a higher
concentration of people in those rural counties than they have in
the nation’s largest metropolitan areas (see Figure 1).

' A more detailed definition was available online at https://www.census.gov/
programs-surveys/metro-micro/about.html as of July 27, 2023.

Figure 1: Adherents in the 25 Largest Religious Bodies, Classified by Metropolitan Status and Size, 2020
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Some bodies, such as Orthodox Judaism or Islam, have more
than half their adherents in metropolitan areas of at least 5 million
population. Nearly half of Hindu Temple adherents are found in the
same areas.

One-third of Catholics are found in the largest metros.

For comparison, 25% of Americans live in metropolitan areas
with at least 5 million population. Only 5% of Americans live in
counties not assigned to either metropolitan or micropolitan areas.

This means that adherents in the two largest Lutheran bodies,
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod, each make up less than half the national
population concentration in America’s largest metros and make up
more than twice the national population concentration in the rural
counties. In fact, both these groups have a higher percentage of
their adherents in rural areas than in the nation’s largest metros.

The African Methodist Episcopal Church has traditionally served
the African American population. Its adherents are more highly
concentrated in the biggest metros (32% are found there) than the
national population is (25% of Americans live in these metros). But
this body also has a higher-than-average presence in rural counties.
This somewhat mirrors the concentration of the non-Hispanic Black
population in the large cities of the North and Midwest along with
its concentration in the rural South.

Other bodies with a larger than average presence in the nation’s
largest metros are the Seventh-day Adventist Church, Episcopal

Church, and Jehovah’s Witnesses. All of these are also under-
represented in the nation’s rural counties.

Both the United Methodist Church and the Church of the
Nazarene have a strong presence throughout the Midwest, increasing
their rural percentages. The Southern Baptist Convention and other
denominations with a strong Southern presence, such as the Church
of God (Cleveland) and Church of Christ, have similar patterns.

The United Church of Christ is especially strong in the New
England states, an area without a 5 million population metropolitan
area. This affects their denominational percentage in the largest
metros. That is, since they are strong in an area without a very large
metro area, their percentage of adherents in such metros is lower
than the national average of 25%. Likewise, the strength of the
Latter-day Saints in the mountain states, and especially in the Salt
Lake City area, lowers its ratio of large metro adherents.

Largely Rural Denominations

There are 32 religious bodies in the 2020 U.S. Religion Census
reporting a larger proportion of rural adherents than the Amish, at
34 percent. But only two of these, the Church of God in Christ,
Mennonite, and the Association of Free Lutherans, have more than
10 thousand adherents nationally. Of those bodies with at least 100
thousand adherents, eighteen have at least 10% of their adherents
in rural counties, at least twice the ratio of the total population in
those counties (see Figure 2).

Figure 2: Religious Bodies of at Least 100,000 Adherents that are Concentrated in Rural Areas, 2020

W Metro 5,000,000 or more [ Metro 1,000,000 to 4,999,999 | Metro 250,000 t0 999,999 [1 Metro under 250,000 [ Micropolitan Area [l Outside CBSA
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Note that some of these groups were also listed in Figure 1.
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Figure 3: World Religions Classified by Metropolitan Status and Size, 2020
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Two additional Lutheran groups, Lutheran Congregations in
Mission for Christ and Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, show
up on this list, besides the two mentioned earlier. Each of them also
has less than half the adherent percentage of the national population
percentage in the largest metro areas.

Likewise, two additional African American bodies are on this
list, Christian Methodist Episcopal Church and African Methodist
Episcopal Zion Church. They are better represented in the largest
metros than any of the Lutheran groups, but still don't reach the
national population percentage.

Two additional Baptist bodies, the National Association of Free
Will Baptists and the American Baptist Association, also appear on
this list, with three to four times the rural concentration of the nation
as a whole.

Two reformed bodies, the Reformed Church in America and
the Christian Reformed Church in North America, have twice the
nation’s rural concentration, but the first has adherents nearly equal
to the national population average in the largest metro areas.

Observations like these invite further study. For instance, does
the ratio of adherents in large metros or in rural counties affect the
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practices of various religious groups? Would this difference help to
explain any of the tensions sometimes reported between or among
any of the groups?

Large Metros Tend to be Less Christian Than
the Rest of the Nation

Non-Christian religions are clustered in the largest cities (see
Figure 3). Another chapter in this volume addresses this in greater
detail, but the fact is confirmed in this related study.

Every world religion reporting adherents in the U.S. Religion
Census had at least 25% of its adherents located in metros of 5 million
population, equal to the national population average in metros of
that size, and two had more than twice that ratio. Since Christians
are the most populous religious tradition throughout the country, it
is not surprising that their proportions come close to the population
ratios in the various community types. It is more surprising that the
Bahd’i also match those proportions closely.

In 2020, nine metros had a population of at least 5 million (see
Figure 4). All but one of them (Miami) had a higher concentration

Figure 4: Adherents of World Religions and Those Unaffiliated in Metros with at Least 5 Million People
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Note that the official names for each metro have been truncated for this figure, listing only the largest city.
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of “Other religion” adherents than the national average of 2.7%, with
three of the metros more than doubling that ratio.

While the Christian population is significant in the Miami
metropolitan area, it is even larger in seven of the other eight metros
with at least 5 million people. However, of these nine metros, Miami
has the largest concentration of people not affiliated with any religious
body. This effectively reduces the percentages of the metro population
who are affiliated, including the non-Christian religion adherents.

Four of these nine large metros have a smaller percentage of
Christians than the national average of 45.9%. Of course, Christianity
still claims by far the largest proportion of religious adherents within
every metropolitan area of any size, even in these large metros.

Again, these insights raise questions. Does the smaller ratio of
Christian adherents in major metros affect the attitudes of persons
in less populated areas toward these large population centers? Or
does the higher concentration of additional religions help to spread
an attitude of tolerance to those areas without such a presence?

Large Metros Tend to Have Catholic or
Conservative Protestant Pluralities

The Christian bodies in the U.S. Religion Census can be com-
bined into a smaller number of more generic categories: Catholics,
Orthodox, Mainline Protestants, Conservative Protestants (often
called Evangelicals), Latter-day Saints, Jehovah's Witnesses, and Other
Christian, which we have done here for this part of the analysis (see
Map 1).

Among the nine largest metropolitan areas, Catholics are the
largest religious tradition in six and Conservative Protestants are the
largest in three (see Table 1). Of the 56 metro areas with at least one
million people, 33 have Catholic pluralities and 22 have Conservative
Protestant pluralities. Only Salt Lake City does not follow that pattern
with its largest group being Latter-day Saints.

Nearly all the mid-size metropolitan areas, those with at least
250 thousand people but less than a million, have Catholic or
Conservative Protestant pluralities. The only mid-size metros to
have a Mainline Protestant plurality are Des Moines, Iowa, and
York, Pennsylvania. Three mid-size metros in Utah and Idaho are
Latter-day Saints strongholds.

Map 1: Largest Religious Tradition in Metropolitan Areas of 1,000,000 or More:
Based on Number of Adherents Reported, 2020
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Table 1: Count of Largest Religious Tradition by Metropolitan Size

Metro Total Number Catholic Conservative Mainline Latter-day Black Ortf'.lo(.iOX Buddhist
. Protestant Protestant N Protestant Christian
Population of Areas Areas Saints Areas Areas
Areas Areas Areas Areas
5,000,000 or More 9 6 3
1,000,000 to 4,999,999 47 27 19 1
250,000 to 999,999 135 61 69 2 3
Under 250,000 193 64 N4 10 5
Micropolitan Areas 543 142 349 41 n
Counties Outside CBSAs 1,301 226 800 222 42 5 4 2

Outside metropolitan and micropolitan areas, Catholics and
Conservative Protestants still dominate many rural counties. However,
Mainline Protestants are the largest tradition in much of the Midwest,
Orthodox churches are the largest in several of Alaska’s divisions,
Black Protestants are the largest tradition in five Southern counties,
and the Latter-day Saints in many Western counties. Two Colorado
counties have more Buddhists than any Christian tradition.

While there does appear to be more diversity outside metro-
politan areas, it is also much easier for a small group to dominate in

attracts more people from the rest of the country, and the nationally
dominant groups may be more likely to be the new arrivals.

More Detail Available

Individual denominations or related groups can be analyzed as
well with the U.S. Religion Census data. None of the Eastern Orthodox
bodies included in the Religion Census is large enough or rural
enough to have shown up in the previous charts. But as a family,

they comprise well over half a million adherents.
an area with a small population. As the population grows, the area

Map 2: Largest Religious Tradition in Counties Outside Metropolitan and Micropolitan Areas:
Based on Number of Adherents Reported, 2020
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Grouping the 15 Eastern Orthodox bodies into one
metropolitan/micropolitan report demonstrates that this group is
overwhelmingly found in the country’s major metropolitan areas
(see Figure 5).

Similar studies can be done for any family of religious bodies or
for individual groups. The U.S. Religion Census provides religious
congregation and adherent information for hundreds of religious
bodies, and this information is easily compiled into information for
each of the nation’s metropolitan areas.

Further details can be found online at https://www.usreligion
census.org/, with links to additional reports available for metropol-
itan and micropolitan areas.

Figure 5: Adherents in 15 Eastern Orthodox Bodies Classified
by Metropolitan Status and Size
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A Portrait of Immigration, Race, and Religious
Congregations and their Adherents in the

United States

Allison L. Norton

mmigration has been a significant factor in religious change across

the history of the United States. Varying waves of immigrants

have contributed to the assortment of American religious life,
cultivating religious pluralism both through the inclusion of non-
Christian traditions and in the diversification of Christianity itself.
Of course, even before the first European immigrants arrived, a
central feature of American religion is what Catherine Albanese has
called “manyness,” as Native Americans were organized as separate
nations with distinctive religions.! As the subsequent groups immi-
grated, Protestants, Catholics, Jews, Muslims, and people of many
(or no) faiths have contributed to this manyness. That the United
States is recognizably multi-faith is largely the result of immigration.
Religious immigrants of many faiths have shifted Americans away
from norms that have defined religion in primarily Protestant terms
when their beliefs and practices have not fit neatly into a Protestant
mold.? Furthermore, because immigration from portions of the world
populated predominantly with Muslims, Buddhists, and Hindus is
likely to continue in the coming decade, the continual growth of
these religions in the United States is expected.

This chapter explores the contours of the impact of immigration
on religious congregations and adherents in the United States, a story
not simply of preservation but of transformation as immigrants
have adapted to their new contexts and contributed toward a more
complex religious America. The analysis highlights the integration
of immigration, religion, and race. While noting the vital role of
immigration in the growth of the United States’ religious pluralism
and the rise of Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, Sikh, Bah4’i, and
others traditions across the landscape, this chapter focuses mainly
on the diversification of the Christian population. See the chapter
on non-Christian faith traditions for further information on how
these groups have influenced religious diversity in the United States.
Additionally, my experiences as a White, American-born, Pentecostal
who lived as an immigrant in Ghana in early adulthood have shaped
how I interpret and understand the significance of immigrants and
their descendants for religious life in the United States. I have a deep
appreciation for the vibrant spiritual life, sacrificial community, and
earnest evangelistic impulses of the predominantly immigrant (and
Christian) religious communities I have known and worshipped with.

! Albanese, Catherine L. 2013. America: Religions & Religion. Boston: Wadsworth
Cengage Learning.
2 Borja, Melissa May. 2021. “Immigration and religion among Chinese Americans,

1965 to the present.” In A Companion to American Religious History, edited
by Benjamin E. Park, pp. 355-370. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley Blackwell.

Finally, I note a key limitation of the U.S. Religion Census data
concerning immigrants and their congregational life. Although this
2020 census is the most inclusive to date, with 372 participating
bodies, there are gaps in the data that disproportionately represent
immigrant-led congregations that are non-denominational or affili-
ated with religious bodies headquartered outside of the United
States. At a time when religious commitment in the United States is
generally waning, many of these immigrant-led congregations are
thriving. These highly transnational religious spaces are largely
missing from this picture of American organizational religious life,
yet they represent a vibrant and uncounted portion of immigrant-led
religious communities. Some of these predominately immigrant
congregations share space with other houses of worship; the 2018-19
National Congregations Study indicates that 9.3% of congregations
share their building with another worshipping group, nearly half of
which are comprised primarily of recent immigrants.> Others exist as
tiny house churches, or within storefronts, or use houses of worship
previously occupied by a different religious body. They also appear
as megachurches. The Nigerian-headquartered Redeemed Christian
Church of God, which has planted over 800 parishes, created a
Redemption Camp in Floyd, Texas that serves as its hub of missionary
activity across the region and includes a worship center that seats
10,000.* Since many of these immigrant congregations are not partic-
ipating bodies, much of this religious diversity remains hidden.

Enduring Legacies: Histories of Immigration
and Current Religious Bodies

The first major wave of U.S. immigration, from 1820-1880,
included over ten million arrivals predominantly from northwestern
Europe. Starting after the 1830s, millions of Irish and German
immigrants came in response to potato famines and economic
depressions, leading to an influx of Catholics and a violently anti-
Catholic, anti-immigrant nativist reaction. Also, during this era, the
border of the United States also “migrated” when the United States
annexed nearly half of Mexico’s territory at the conclusion of the war
between the United States and Mexico (1846-1848). As a result,

3 Chaves, Mark, Joseph Roso, Anna Holleman, and Mary Hawkins. 2020. Na-
tional Congregations Study: Waves I-IV Summary Tables. Duke University De-
partment of Sociology (Durham, NC). https:/sites.duke.edu/ncsweb/files/2021/
01/NCS-IV_Summary-Tables_For-Posting.pdf.

4 Sackey-Ansah, Alex. 2020. “African Christian Immigrants.” Transformation: An
International Journal of Holistic Mission Studies 37 (1): 66-82.
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local Mexicans in the area suddenly become U.S. residents overnight;
they did not move, but the border did.

In the second major immigration wave (1880-1920) the United
States received nearly 23.5 million immigrants. In 1890, immigrants
made up 14.8% of the total population, the peak in recorded history.
Mostly from Southern, Central, and Eastern Europe, these immigrants
again increased the religious manyness of the nation as Italian and
Polish Catholics, Greek and Eastern Orthodox, and Eastern European
Jewish immigrants practiced their religions in a new land. Capturing
the importance of immigration in the congregational life of the time,
the U.S. Census of Religious Bodies for 1906 shows that among the
186 denominations included, fully a quarter of American congregants
worshipped in a language other than English.® Since 1890, the
number of denominations in the United States had increased by 41
and the denominational families had grown by nine, reflecting the
new religious initiatives in this massive wave of immigrants. This
increase in ethnic and religious diversity ignited another xenophobic
response that culminated in three successful restrictive immigration
laws (passed in 1921, 1924, and 1929), which enacted national-origin
quotas that severely curtailed the influx of these newer immigrants.

The third wave, 1920-1950, had only 5.5 million newcomers and
represented a dramatic drop in the total number of new immigrants.
Shifting back to earlier patterns as a result of these new restrictions,
the religious lives of these immigrants largely reflected the more
traditional Protestantism of Northwestern Europe. However, the
latter part of this era also resulted in an increase in the numbers of
Catholics from Mexico, Central, and South America. During the
fourth wave, 1950-1985, more than 10 million immigrated to the
United States, with half originating from the Western Hemisphere.
The immigrant population had reached a record low of 4.7% in 1970.

However, following the 1965 Hart-Cellar Immigration Act,
which ended the quota system and bans against Asian immigrants,
a new wave of immigrants expanded the religious diversity of the
nation yet again. These new immigrants are predominately from
Asia, Latin America, and the Caribbean and are strikingly more
racially, religiously, and linguistically diverse compared with prior
immigrant streams.

What is the legacy of these immigrants and their religious
bodies? The clusters of major religious families that clearly emerge in
the 2020 map — the prevalence of Lutherans in the upper Midwest,
Baptists in the Southeast, Catholics in large cities and across the
Northeast and Southwest, Latter-Day Saints in Utah and Idaho — all
have legacies rooted in the distinct waves and patterns of migration
over the last several centuries (see Map 1).

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, English immi-
grants formed the largest group emigrating to the North American
British colonies. From the period of 1628-1640, several thousand
Puritans emigrated to New England with an intently religious
purpose, migrating together as families and starting congregations
in the new land with the conviction that they were chosen by God
to be “as a city upon a hill” The legacy of these colonial Puritans
can be seen in the continued clustering of United Church of Christ

5 Religious Bodies: 1906.1910. Department of Commerce and Labor Bureau of
the Census (Washington).

Table 1. States with the Highest Concentration of
United Church of Christ Adherents, 2020

State Total UCC UCC Adherents as %
Congregations of Total Adherents
Vermont 129 4.9%
New Hampshire 132 4.5%
Maine 145 3.8%
Connecticut 230 37%
Pennsylvania 566 2.0%
Massachusetts 338 1.9%

(created in 1957 after a series of mergers) congregations in present-
day New England (Table 1). In the period after the Revolutionary War
until 1819, about 125,000 people emigrated to the United States,

predominately Protestants from the British Isles and northern Europe.

Immigrants and Their Religions Today

The United States is the largest recipient of immigrants globally,
and they represented 13.6% of the total population in 2021. Immi-
grants, together with their children, makeup over a quarter of the
U.S. population. Based on projections, they could reach 37% of the
population by 2050.° Although immigrants are disbursed throughout
the country, they compose the largest share of the total population in
the states of California (26.6%), New Jersey (23%), New York (22.3%),
Florida (21.2%), Hawaii (18.8%) and Nevada (18.4%).”

Ten countries combined make up 56% of all U.S. immigrants.®
In 2021, Mexican-origin immigrants represented the largest group
(24% of the total), but their numbers have declined from the previous
two decades: they represented 30% of the total immigrant population
in 2000. India (6%) and China (5%) are the next largest countries of
origin, followed by the Philippines (4%), El Salvador, Vietnam, Cuba,
and the Dominican Republic (at 3% each), Korea and Guatemala
(2% each).

Overwhelmingly, the largest share of immigrants to the United
States have been Christians, although their share has decreased in
recent decades. In 2012, 61% of immigrants granted legal residence in
the United States were Christian. The growth of immigration from Asia
has also contributed to the 25% of immigrants from other religious
traditions: 10% Muslim, 7% Hindu, 6% Buddhist.® Additionally,

¢ Passel, Jeffrey S., and D'Vera Cohn. February 11, 2008. U.S. Population
Projections: 2005-2050. Pew Research Center. https:/Mww.pewresearch.org/
hispanic/2008/02/11/us-population-projections-2005-2050/.

7“Immigrant Population by State, 1990-Present.” 2021. Migration Policy Institute
(MPI) tabulation of data from U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 and 2021 American
Community Surveys (ACS), and 1990 and 2000 Decennial Census.

8 Ward, Nicole, and Jeanne Batlova. 2023a. Frequently Requested Statistics on
Immigrants and Immigration in the United States. Migration Policy Institute.
https:/Awww.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-
immigrants-and-immmigration-united-states.

° The Religious Affiliation of U.S. Immigrants: Majority Christian, Rising Share of
Other Faiths. 2013. Pew Research Center. https,//www.pewresearch.org/religion/
2013/05/17/the-religious-affiliation-of-us-immigrants/.
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refugees over the past decade are increasingly contributing to the
growth of Muslim communities in the nation, making up 34% of
refugees admitted between 2010 through 2022.'° Although the
contribution of immigrants to non-Christian traditions cannot be
overstated, migration is bringing in more Christians than people of
other faiths. This has led R. Stephen Warner to stress the impact of
post-1965 Christian immigrants — coming from the Caribbean
and Africa; Latin, Central, and South America; and Asia — on the
“de-Europeanization” of American Christianity."

Immigrants and Their Congregations in the
United States

Today, immigrants remain vital to sustaining and growing faith
traditions across the United States. Research on the religious life of
immigrants has shown that the process of immigration and the
making of a new life in a foreign land has often increased the religious
participation of immigrants.’? They have contributed to the revital-

' Ward, Nicole, and Jeanne Batlova. 2023a. Frequently Requested Statistics on
Immigrants and Immigration in the United States. Migration Policy Institute.
https:/AMww.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-
immigrants-and-immigration-united-states.

TWarner, R. Stephen. 2004. “Immigrants and the Faith They Bring.” The Christian

Century. 20-23. https://www.religion-online.org/article/immigrants-and-the-
faith-they-bring/.

ization and creation of congregations and denominations, and
these religious spaces often serve as key sites fostering community,
the exercise of agency, and hope.

According to the Pew Religious Landscape Study conducted in
2014, 68% of all immigrants in the United States were Christians.
They represent various denominational families: by far the largest
group is affiliated with Catholicism (39%), followed by 15% Evan-
gelical, 7% Mainline Protestant, and 3% historically Black Protestant.
While Orthodox Christians makeup only 1% of the immigrant
population, nearly 60% of Orthodox Christians in the United States
are immigrants.”® In other words, while newer immigrants are still
majority Christian, they are no longer majority Protestant and even
less likely to be affiliated with Mainline denominations. Twelve per-
cent are affiliated with other faith traditions, including Muslim
(4%), Jewish (1%), Buddhist (1%) and other religions (2%), while
20% are religiously unaffiliated.

Over generations, immigrant communities and their descendants
have increased the racial and ethnic diversity of American religion.
Currently, Catholics in America are about 60% White, 35% Latino,

2 Akresh, llana Redstone. 2011. “Immigrants’ religious participation in the United
States.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 34 (4): 643-661.

¥ America’s Changing Religious Landscape. May 12, 2015. Pew Research Center.
https:/Mww.pewresearch.org/religion/2015/05/12/americas-changing-religious-
landscape/.

Map 1: Major Religious Families by Counties of the United States, 2020
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with Black, Asian, and other racial groups making up the remaining
5%. Mainline Protestants, Jews, Mormons, and Orthodox Christians
are largely White (more than 80%), and about 75% of Evangelicals
are also White. Historically Black Protestants (94% Black) and
Hindus (91% Asian) are the only two religious groups with nonwhite
majorities. Also of note, multiracial congregations are on the rise
across the county: predominantly White congregations are less White
than they were previously, and in 2020 a full 25% of congregations
were considered multiracial, up from only 12% in 2000.'* This
growing de-Europeanization of American Christianity is reflected
in some of the nine bodies in the United States with the largest
shares of adherents in the 2020 U.S. Religion Census. These groups,
ranked by size, include the 1) Catholic Church, 2) non-denomina-
tional Christian Churches, 3) Southern Baptist Convention, 4) United
Methodist Church, 5) Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints,
6) Muslim, 7) Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 8) Assemblies
of God, and 9) Jehovah’s Witnesses.

The changing ethnic and geographical shifts among American
Catholicism represents perhaps the most visible reconfiguration of
American religious life in relation to immigration."> The Catholic
Church has been the single-largest religious body in the United States
for over a century and accounts for almost 40% of adherents in the
2020 U.S. Religion Census. Catholicism has a long history in the
United States: In 1598, eight members of the Franciscan order
established the first Catholic foundations in what is present-day El
Paso, Texas.'s The 2020 U.S. Religion Census reflects the first year that
the most Catholics did not reside in the Northeast and Midwest."”
Since the mid-nineteenth century, New England represented, by far,
the most Catholic region in the nation. Catholic affiliation in the
Northeast, associated with earlier waves of immigrants from Ireland,
Italy, and Germany that contributed to the region’s Catholic influence
in the 1840s, has been in decline. In 1971, 41% of Catholics were
located in the Northeast, compared to only 27% in 2020. In contrast,
Catholic affiliation in the Southwest has achieved rapid growth.
There are now more Catholics located in the South compared to
other regions and the Southwest now rivals New England in terms
of Catholic presence, particularly in light of the increasing rise of
religious disaffiliation in the nation’s notoriously least religious states
of New Hampshire, Vermont, and Maine (see Table 2). Catholics
are most concentrated in counties in New Mexico and along the Rio
Grande in Texas.

This formation of new geographic centers for U.S. Catholicism is
due in large part to the rise of Hispanic Catholics and the fast-growing

“ Twenty Years of Congregational Change: The 2020 Faith Communities Today
Overview. Faith Commmunities Today. https://faithcommunitiestoday.org/fact-
2020-survey/.

15 Silk, Mark, and Andrew H. Walsh. 2016. “Series Editors’ Introduction: The Future
of Religion in America.” In The Future of Evangelicalism in America, edited by
Candy Brown and Mark Silk. New York: Columbia University Press.

6 Matovina, Timothy. 2022. “Mexican-descent Catholics.” In Latinx Christianities
in the United States, edited by Kristy Nabhan-Warren. Oxford: Oxford University
Press. Page 15.

7 Grammich, Clifford A. 2022. Catholics in the U.S. Religion Census. Association
of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies (US Religion Census Website).
https:/Mww.usreligioncensus.org/node/1640.

Table 2: Catholic Adherents Across the Southwest
and New England, 2020

Southwest New England
Catholi Catholi
atholic Catholic atholic Catholic
Adherents Adherents
Adherents Adherents
State as % of State as % of
as % of as % of
Total Population Total Population
Adherents P Adherents P
California 58.5% 26.2% | Connecticut 60.0% 28.4%
Nevada 59.3% 24.7% | Massachusetts 73.1% 35.5%
Arizona 48.3% 21.3% | Rhode Island 78.8% 40.6%
New Mexico 57.0% 29.9% | New Hampshire 58.8% 16.0%
Texas 36.8% 20.3% Vermont 55.5% 20.9%
Maine 52.3% 16.1%

Asian American population. Immigrants and their descendants who
trace their origins to Mexico, other Central and South American
nations, as well as Latinos from former Spanish colonies are the main
contributors to growth in American Catholicism, accounting for
71% of the church’s growth since 1960.'® These Hispanic immigrants
and future generations bring their versions of Catholicism into
parishes across the nation that regularly conduct masses in Spanish.
As this example suggests, it is difficult to explore contemporary
immigration in the United States without also including religion
and race.

Southern Baptists, currently the largest Protestant group in the
United States (almost 11% of total adherents) also trace their roots to
the colonial era, from Baptists who settled in the American colonies
in the 17th century. They remain heavily concentrated in the South,
due to their formation in 1845 when they split with Northern
Baptists over slavery. They are less racially diverse (85% White) than
the general Evangelical Protestants and other Protestants generally."”
The third largest religious group is the United Methodist Church
(5%), whose own geographic spread reflects the historical migratory
patterns of circuit rider preachers and nation-wide expansion via
the Second Great Awakening revivals (1790-1840), resulting in
congregations spread far and wide so that now there is hardly a
county in the nation without a Methodist congregation. The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (fourth largest, at 4.2% of total
adherents), persist in high numbers in Utah and Idaho, reflecting
their westward trek in 1844 following mob violence and the murder
of their founder Joseph Smith. Over the next two decades, thousands
of Latter-day Saints from New York, Ohio, and Missouri followed
that journey, fleeing anti-Mormon violence. By the time Utah
achieved statehood, there were already more than 250,000 Latter-day
Saints in residence. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s

'8 Ospino, Hosffman. 2017. “10 ways Hispanics are redefining American
Catholicism in the 21st century.” America: The Jesuit Review.

¥ Fahmy, Dalia. June 7, 2019. 7 facts about Southern Baptists. Pew Research
Center. https:/Wwww.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2019/06/07/7-facts-about-
southern-baptists/.
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(sixth largest, at 2% of total adherents) current adherents remain
predominantly of European descent and their high numbers in the
North and upper Midwest reflects the settlement of Germans,
Swedes, and Norwegians in those regions.

Compared with these predominately White groups, the other
religious bodies with the highest percent of adherents in the nation
are strikingly more racially diverse and contain higher percentages of
recent immigrants and their children. The U.S. Muslim community
(fifth largest, 2.8%) is heavily made up of immigrants and their
children. Although not newcomers to this land — an estimated
one-third of enslaved Africans transported to the New World were
likely Muslim and Black Muslims continue to represent 20% of the
community — almost three-quarters of U.S. Muslims are immigrants
and their children.? As such, it is not surprising to see that the
counties with 35 or more Muslim congregations correspond with
counties with the highest numbers of immigrants in the nation (see
Table 3); of the 10 counties with the highest numbers of Muslim
congregations, seven are in the top ten counties in the nation in terms
of total number of foreign-born residents.?'

The Assemblies of God (1.9%), a classical Pentecostal tradition,
is among the most racially diverse religious groups in the nation.
Those affiliated are 25% Hispanic, 5% Asian, 3% Black, and 66%
White. Even more striking, the Jehovah's Witnesses (1.9%) exhibit
high racial diversity within the American religious landscape, with
Hispanic representing 32% of their religious group, Asian Americans
6%, Black Americans 27%, and White Americans representing 36%.*

The Rise of Asian, Hispanic, and Black Christian-
ities in the United States: Immigration, Race,
and Religious Groups

As these general portraits portray, some religious traditions
within these groupings are more racially diverse and more signifi-
cantly impacted by recent immigration flows than others. In this
section, I highlight several of these traditions and the impact that
Asian, African and Caribbean, and Hispanic immigrants and their
descendants are having on the changing dynamics within Catholic
and Protestant traditions.

The Catholic Church, Immigrants, and Their Descendants

Forty-eight percent of Hispanics in the United States are Catholic.
Of course, they are not all immigrants, as the majority of the Hispanic
community (68%) were born in the United States. Hispanic
Catholicism has a long history in this nation, with origins of Mexican-
descent Catholicism originating during the Spanish colonial period.

20 U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe
in the American Dream. July 26, 2017. Pew Research Center. https:/www.pew
research.org/religion/2017/07/26/demographic-portrait-of-muslim-americans/.

Z“Immigrant Population by State, 1990-Present.” 2021. Migration Policy Institute
(MPI) tabulation of data from U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 and 2021 American
Community Surveys (ACS), and 1990 and 2000 Decennial Census.

2 Lipka, Michael. July 27, 2015. The most and least racially diverse U.S. religious
groups. Pew Research Center. https:/Mmwww.pewresearch.org/short-
reads/2015/07/27/the-most-and-least-racially-diverse-u-s-religious-groups/.

Table 3: Counties with Over 35 Muslim Congregations, 2020

County Number of N!uslim Perce.nt of Pf)pulation
Congregations that is Foreign-Born

Queens County, NY 83 50.7%
Los Angeles County, CA 74 34.1%
Kings County, NY 69 36.3%
Cook County, IL 68 21.3%
Wayne County, Ml 64 9.4%
Harris County, TX 63 26.0%
Bronx County, NY 48 34.2%
Philadelphia County, PA 4] 14.3%
Dallas County, TX 38 24.7%
Alameda County, CA 35 33.4%

Catholic missionaries, often Franciscan, accompanied Spanish
expeditions in the region and later established missions in Mexico,
Arizona, Texas, and California. Then, after the U.S. Civil War, the
rapid increase in agriculture, mining, and railroad construction in
the Southwest region further linked the region with Mexico, resulting
in accelerating migration flows. After World War II, the Bracero
Program (1942-1946) brought over 5 million guest workers from
Mexico. Into the 20th century, significant numbers of Mexican
immigrants moved beyond the borderland region, planting ethnic
Mexican parishes across the Midwest, a trend that has continued to
increase since the 1990s. Currently, Mexican-descent and other
Spanish-speaking Catholics often worship in parishes that are
majority Hispanic. Even in multicultural parishes, they express their
Mexican-influenced Catholic identities through feast-day celebra-
tions, parish organizations, renewal movements, and devotional
practices.” Given the xenophobia toward Hispanic migrants in
particular, Mexican-descent Catholics, alongside the broader Hispanic
community, have struggled for justice both within and outside of
the church.

Nearly one million Cubans emigrated to the United States in
the first 40 year period following the 1959 Cuban Revolution, and
large numbers of Cuban Catholics arrived in Miami in the 1960s
where the local Catholic diocese had just been established two years
prior. These Catholic adherents arrived along with their clergy;
during the month of September 1961, over one hundred priests and
eighty religious sisters settled in Miami. The Catholic Church played
a sizeable role in the resettlement process for Cuban Americans,
resettling 70% of the 700,000 who migrated from 1961-1973.2* This
legacy is still apparent today. In Miami-Dade County, which is nearly

2 Matovina, Timothy. 2022. “Mexican-descent Catholics.” In Latinx Christianities
in the United States, edited by Kristy Nabhan-Warren. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

24 Gonzales Maldonado, Michelle. 2022. “Cuban-Descent Catholics.” In Latinx
Christianities in the United States, edited by Kristy Nabhan-Warren. Oxford:
Oxford University Press. Pages 34-35.
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70% Hispanic, the Catholic Church adherents (58.5% of total
adherents) far surpass other religious bodies.

The Catholic Church has also been on the forefront of offering
aid to Central Americans, including Salvadoran, Guatemalan, and
Honduran immigrants, providing resettlement assistance, champion-
ing legal change, and creating sanctuaries across the United States
to protect from deportation. In comparative Hispanic studies,
Central American Catholics are among the most religiously active
and congregations have subsequently been more central to their
communities than for other Latin American groups.

While only about 3% of Catholics in the United States are Asian
American, nearly 19% of Asian Americans identify as Catholic.
Given the status of the Philippines within global Catholicism,
representing the third largest Catholic nation, it is not surprising
that Filipino immigrants are making their mark on American
Catholicism. A full 65% of Filipino immigrants identify as Catholic.
Additionally, more than 10 million Filipinos live outside of their
birth nation, and they represent the fourth largest immigrant group
in the United States.?® Vietnamese-origin Catholics are also present
across the United States, predominantly in Los Angeles, Houston, and
New Orleans and their surrounding counties and they are perhaps
the most visible during their annual pilgrimage to the small town of
Carthage, Missouri, when thousands of Vietnamese Catholics come
together to celebrate Marian Days.

Recent Immigrants and U.S. Protestantism

Despite the large numbers of Hispanic Catholics, Hispanic
growth among Protestant traditions is also important. As of 2022,
15% of Latinos in the United States are Evangelical Protestants and
some estimates indicate that this may grow to 50% by 2030.”” This
group is highly diverse, representing various national origins,
immigrant timelines, and religious affiliations. By some assessments,
Hispanic Protestants are nearly equally split across the Pentecostal,
non-Pentecostal (Baptistic Evangelicals), and Mainline Protestant
traditions.?®

Hispanic conversions to Protestantism largely began in the early
20th century through the dedicated efforts of Baptists, Disciples of
Christ, Methodist, and Presbyterian denominations, which resulted

% Menjivar, Cecilia. 2022. “The Catholic Church and Central American
Immigrants in the United States.” In Latinx Christianities in the United
States, edited by Kristy Nabhan-Warren, 87-108. Oxford: Oxford University
Press. Page 89.

26 Cruz, Gemma Tulud. 2022. Catholicism in Migration and Diaspora: Cross-
Border Filipino Perspectives. London: Routledge. Page 3.

27 See Ramos, Aida Isela, Gerardo Marti, and Mark T. Mulder. 2022. “Latino/a
Protestatisms: Historical and Sociological Overview.” In Latinx Christianities
in the United States, edited by Kristy Nabhan-Warren, 109-129. Oxford: Oxford
University Press; and Krogstad, Jens Manuel, Joshua Alvarado, and Besheer
Mohamed. April 13, 2023. Among U.S. Latinos, Catholicism Continues to
Decline but Is Still the Largest Faith. Pew Research Center. https:/www.pew-
research.org/religion/2023/04/13/among-u-s-latinos-catholicism-continues-
to-decline-but-is-still-the-largest-faith/

2 See Ramos, Aida Isela, Gerardo Marti, and Mark T. Mulder. 2022. “Latino/a
Protestatisms: Historical and Sociological Overview.” In Latinx Christianities
in the United States, edited by Kristy Nabhan-Warren, 109-129. Oxford: Oxford
University Press. Page 116.

in 2,378 Mexican-descent adults affiliating with Texas Protestant
denominations in 1900. In California, the birth of the Azusa Street
Revival in 1906 grew the number of Hispanic Protestants in the
region. After 1965, Cuban refugees, Central American migrants,
and the increase of Puerto Rican migrants also resulted in a steady
increase of Hispanic Protestants since the 1980s. Because the
Protestant population in each of the countries of Costa Rica,
Honduras, the Dominican Republic, Brazil, Puerto Rico, Guatemala,
and El Salvador is higher than in the United States, migrants from
these countries have a high probability of being Protestant before
they emigrate.”” Now, Hispanic Protestants tend to attend churches
that worship in the Spanish language (80%) and they also tend to
be in congregations pastored by Hispanic clergy (79%).%

It is clear that Hispanic Pentecostalism contributes significantly
to the growth of new denominations as well as U.S.-based Pentecostal
denominations. The explosive growth of Pentecostalism in Puerto
Rico and Central America starting in the 1970s means that many
migrants from those places have brought their churches and denom-
inations with them. The Assemblies of God would likely be on a
large downward growth trend, if not for the group’s revitalization
from its one-quarter Hispanic attenders. In California, nearly half
of Assemblies of God members are Hispanic, and the Latino district
in Southern California has planted the most churches of any district
in the nation.’® Some of the largest congregations in the Assemblies
of God are predominately Hispanic, including the New Life Covenant
Assemblies of God in Chicago and Temple Calvario in Santa Ana.*

African Christianity, in all of its forms, is also present in the
United States. Around 55% are Protestant, 20% Catholic, 10% other
Christian (including African Independent Churches), and 8% from
other religious traditions. Starting in the 1990s, African immigration
to the United States has steadily increased. While they are still a small
portion of the total immigrant population, African immigrants are
notoriously religious. The Black population in the United States is
already more religious than those of other races, yet sub-Saharan
African immigrants express even more active religious lives compared
to Caribbean immigrant and U.S.-born Black adults.*

22 Martinez, Juan Francisco. 2018. The Story of Latino Protestants in the
United States. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans. Page 21.
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Even though Asian Americans have the highest levels of religious
diversity, Christians account for over 42%. This illustrates how
Christianity is often overrepresented among the immigrant pop-
ulation. Christians are likewise overrepresented among immigrants
from India and China. Like other immigrant groups, Asian immi-
grants and their children are also changing the face of American
Protestantism. For many Korean immigrants, religion forms a key
aspect of their experience.** About 61% of Korean immigrants
identify as Protestant, with only 10% Catholic and 6% Buddhist.
Reflecting the Presbyterian and Methodist traditions prevalent in
South Korea, many Korean immigrants are affiliated with these
Mainline traditions post-migration. Nearly 5% of congregations
within the Presbyterian Church (USA) are members of the National
Council of Korean Presbyterian Churches, representing some
55,000 active members and the second largest racial ethnic caucus
with a more than 40-year history within the denomination.*

Finally, it is important to note that many of the new immigrants
are influenced by global charismatic and Pentecostal movements.
As Pentecostal Christianity has flourished in the Global South,
immigrants from Central and South America, Africa, and Asia are
often bringing Pentecostal and charismatic practices of faith into
the U.S. context. As such, Pentecostal Christianity represents a
greater share of American Christianity than previously, due in part
to these patterns of migration.*

Conclusion

In this rapidly changing religious landscape, immigrants not
only contribute to the growth of religious pluralism in the United
States, but also make a clear impact on Christian communities
across the country. Following the current trajectory, it is likely that
non-Christian religions will continue to grow, doubling in size by
2070.% Christians will likely be increasingly non-White, and immi-
grants and the generations after them will follow in the footsteps of
religious immigrants from early centuries, continuing to change the
identities, theology, and practice of U.S. Christianity and the congre-
gations they are affiliated with. In this context, Christianity in the
nation is already becoming extraordinarily diverse in its theological,
racial, and cultural makeup. Just as prior waves of religious immi-
grants have had a lasting legacy on the contours of U.S. religion,
new immigrants and their descendants will also have a deep and
sustained effect. Due to the transnational ties that link many pre-
dominately immigrant religious communities to nations across the

34 Park, Jerry Z., and Kenneth Vaughan. 2018. “Sacred Ethnic Boundaries:
Korean American Religions.” In A Companion to Korean American Studies,
edited by Rachael Miyung Joo and Shelley Sang-Hee Lee, 383-417. Leiden:
Brill. Page 383.

35 Directory of Korean American Organizations. 2023. Presbyterian Church,
USA.

%6 Yukich, Grace. 2018. “Religion, race, and immigration in contemporary
America.” In The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Race in American History.
New York: Oxford University Press.

37 Modeling the Future of Religion in America. September 13, 2022. Pew
Research Center. https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2022/09/13/modeling-
the-future-of-religion-in-america/.

globe, Americans will increasingly find themselves in situations of
unprecedented opportunities for engagement with religious adherents
whose experiences and lives are significantly different than their own.
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What are “Religious Bodies?” Denominations,
Non-denominations, and the Gray Areas in

Between

Scott Thumma

he 2020 U.S. Religion Census (USRC) identifies 372 religious

bodies in its 2020 count of congregations and adherents. But

what exactly does that mean? The statement sounds straight-
forward, but many questions regarding definitions and distinctions
lie beneath the surface of this declaration. Are these bodies distinctive
entities that include all Christian denominational groups and the
faith traditions outside the Christian tradition? Or do the boundaries
between these various groups blur and overlap? Who gets included
and are any groups left out? What about the nondenominational,
independent, and inter-denominational congregations that get
counted? And are networks of churches such as the Willow Creek
Association, the Association of Related Churches, Catalyst, Exponen-
tial, and so many others counted as religious bodies? Likewise, many
of the maps produced in this volume and on the website display
“religious families” as if there are clearly identifiable and distinctive
traditions within the assortment of diverse religious groups that
make up the religious landscape of the United States. Any effort to
count all faith communities and their participants raises these and
many other questions about religious group distinctions, definitions,
and boundaries. This chapter will attempt to address a few of these
quandaries and explain a bit more about the challenges facing the
U.S. Religion Census. But let me warn the reader: the deeper one
gets into this topic the muddier these distinctions sometimes become.

Just because many hundreds of religious groups have distinctive

names and official structures does not necessarily mean all these
groups are functionally or organizationally equivalent, nor should
they be understood as equivalent. While the USRC goes to great
lengths to describe adherents, the project does not articulate an
explicit definition of “religious body” The “religious body” terms such
as denomination, “groups of religious communities,” faith tradition,
and even faith family, require some explanation and nuance. Mergers,
schisms, new religious communities, transnational faiths, and virtual
religious organizations have complicated this landscape even further.
Perhaps the idea of a “denomination” was once a clear concept in our
society when there were a few distinctive “brands” in the religious
marketplace, but this is certainly no longer the case. Likely, this was
never the case, but we have long assumed that “a formal denomina-
tion or religious group” is a clear and understandable concept that
describes a discernable reality, when in fact it is not. Yet, the U.S.
Religion Census must wrestle with this challenge every decade,
“Who should we count as a distinctive religious body?” This effort
is getting more challenging as time goes on.

What is a Denomination?

At its simplest, the verb “denominate” means to give a name to
something or to designate it as distinctive. In this context, a
“denomination” is a group of individual congregations that are
identified by a particular name, based on a set of characteristics, be
they theological, historical, covenantal, or relational. Typically, and
usually within the Christian (and mostly Protestant) tradition,
these characteristics include a set of common beliefs and practices, a
shared history and heritage, relational ties, and collaborative training,
resourcing, and outreach. The ideal conception of a denomination
is one defined as a distinctive and exclusive national organization
with a name, structure, leadership, and rules which distinguish its
adherent congregations from other denominational groups based
on these and additional characteristics.! But is the ideal actually the
reality?

Size and Significance Play a Role

These distinctions are further complicated by the fact that a few
very large religious bodies are home to most of the country’s faithful.
The top five of the nation’s religious groups contain over 70% of all
adherents. The 19 religious bodies with at least one million adherents
(just 5% of all groups in the 2020 U.S. Religion Census) account for
90% of all the reported adherents. Another 39 groups (those with
100,000 to 999,999 adherents) account for an additional 9% of
adherents. That means there are over 300 very small groups in the
U.S. Religious Census that did not report adherents or had so few
congregations or adherents that they account for less than 2% of the
total. Many of these denominations and faith traditions have a hand-
ful of congregations and at most a few hundred followers. Added
together, all these 300 denominational groups would equal fewer
churches than those in the fourth largest group counted by the
USRC - the United Methodist Church. And the adherents of these
many very small denominations likely total less than all the adherents
of the 11th largest group, the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
Even given the 372 religious bodies we explored, some estimates
suggest there are over 1,000 distinctive groups, more than double
what the U.S. Religion Census captured.” If this is the case, many of

TOlson, Roger E,, et al,, 2018, Handbook of Denominations in the United
States, 14th Edition, Nashville: Abingdon Press.

2 Melton, 3. Gordon, November 2022, "Defining the ‘Denomination’ in a Post-
denominational World," paper presentation at the Society for the Scientific
Study of Religion, Baltimore, Maryland.
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these are either very small or maintain an extremely low profile or
are not commonly understood to be considered a religious body,
such as Scientology, Wicca, and others.

How small can a faith group be to still be counted as a distinct
entity? Can a denomination have just one affiliate church or two
churches? Or can it be a virtual denomination of online congrega-
tions? For instance, is the Universal Life Church (www.ulc.org) a
denomination because it ordains, trains, and resources clergy? Does
a religious body have to be of a certain size or have a distinctive
presence and significance to be considered countable? That has not
been the practice of this effort. Early in its history, the U.S. Religion
Census was just a count of the major Christian religious bodies, but
with each passing decade the team has attempted to include a broader
tabulation of ever smaller distinctive groups. There are five religious
bodies in this 2020 census with just one congregation each.

What is in a Name?

Therefore, is it a unique name that identifies a separate religious
body? Is it its history and heritage, its beliefs, the number of its
affiliate congregations or churches, the functions it performs for
those communities and adherents? Or is it still something else that
distinguishes one denominational group from another?

In part, it is a distinctive name that brands and unifies a group
of congregations around a common purpose and identity. This
identity demarcates it as a discernable religious group with any
number of possible characteristics including but not limited to:

o particular historical distinctives (heritage, tradition,
historical roots)

« aset of beliefs (creeds, statement of beliefs, theological
distinctions)

o an official membership listing (affiliation ties, exclusive
or not)

o process of ordination of professional clergy

« member commitment ties (dues, covenant, building
ownership, ordination status)

« an organizational reality (buildings, websites, 501c3
status, officers, board, by-laws)

o professional full-time staff

o associational functions (fellowship, annual meetings,
network ties, newsletters)

« ethnic and/or racial heritage and identity

« apension and/or retirement system

« an insurance plan (medical & life)

o publishing entities

o educational and training seminaries, schools, or systems

« missional/outreach/recruitment efforts

« social service efforts and aid services

» worship/music distinctives (prayer book, hymnal, sheet
music, traditions, and style)

There are further distinctions between religious groups based
on their governance structure or forms of polity. Traditionally,
there are three polity types: 1) Episcopal, 2) Presbyterian, and 3)
Congregational, with other possibilities such as Connectional,
Ultra-congregational,® Hierarchical, or Relational. These diverse

governance models both describe the structure between faith
communities and national organizational leadership and locate
where the power and authority of the organization resides. Briefly,
an Episcopal polity is one that has a hierarchical system of authority
from Presiding Bishops or Archbishops to bishops in regional bodies
or dioceses, through to the clergy and the lay members. Religious
groups such as Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, The Episcopal Church,
and Church of God in Christ follow this pattern of governance.
Within Presbyterian polity, authority rests within legislative bodies
such as courts and councils, synods, or presbyteries, with representa-
tives from congregations participating in a democratic fashion.
Denominations of the Reformed and Presbyterian churches have this
form of government. Congregational polity locates religious authority
within the individual congregation itself. Each church practices
self-governance, though some congregational bodies participate
collectively in national efforts or causes. Many denominations from
the Baptist, Congregationalist, Pentecostal, and Non-denominational
traditions embrace a congregational polity. Connectional polity can
be seen as a derivational form of Episcopal polity and is embraced
by Methodist denominations having both bishops and other bodies
that tie congregations together at a more local and regional level.
Likewise, a hierarchical polity is similar to Episcopal, with a central-
ized authority system, but rather than bishops it often has presidents
or overseers. Relational or Ultra-congregational polity is really a
version of congregational polity, with authority residing in the local
church, but the association with other congregations may be informal
and based on relational ties. In an Ultra-congregational polity, any
ties to other congregations are nonexistent, and therefore, truly a
non-denominational polity.

This ideal characterization of a denomination is formed out of
a particular type of mainline Protestant, wealthy, usually Caucasian,
and long-established organizational reality. It also usually tends to
best describe the Episcopal and Presbyterian polity approaches.
However, relatively few religious bodies within the U.S. Religion
Census fully embody all these denominational characteristics.
Rather, the idea of a religious body, a denomination, or a “religious
community without a formal national headquarters” is best under-
stood ideally on a continuum from a robust conceptualization of a
religious body exhibiting all these characteristics to the far other end
of the scale where it is at best a loose configuration of congregations
around an idea, heritage, practice, or externally-imposed label that
encompasses this grouping of faith communities into a category that
can be counted. Usually the more robust the denominational/organ-
izational entity, in terms of these characteristics, the more reliable
and accurate the census findings and the easier to collect its data.

Most models of denominational connection assume that the tie
to their particular organization is exclusive, but as we will see below
that is not always the case. It should be noted that the defining
characteristic of the Non-denominational Christian Churches
religious body in the U.S. Religion Census is the independence of

3 Gordon Melton makes an argument for an “ultra-congregational” polity type
in his paper “Defining the ‘Denomination’ in a Post-denominational World,”
presented at the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Baltimore,
Maryland, November 2022.

2020 U.S. Religion Census * usreligioncensus.org

81



these congregations. Many of these congregations are led by entre-
preneurs who started the congregation. Some of these congregations
have left a denomination because of disagreements with denomina-
tional leadership. Most of these congregations think a denominational
connection carries a high financial cost without much benefit.
Whatever their reason for maintaining their independence, the U.S.
Religion Census made the effort to count them and has included
them in the category of Non-denominational Christian Churches.

Religious (Faith) Traditions and Families — Birds
of a Feather?

Additionally, certain groupings of religious communities without
formal national headquarters are created and included within the U.S.
Religion Census. Often these groupings include many of the religious
faiths outside of Christianity. The U.S. Religion Census has increased
its efforts over time to collect data on Islamic, Jewish, Baha’i, Hindu,
Sikh, Buddhist and other non-Christian religious communities as if
they were singular denominations. It has also sought to include
groupings of broad Christian traditions that, while related historically,
by theological tradition, or heritage, do not often consider themselves
directly associated with each other in a single organizational reality.
Groups such as non-denominational and independent churches fall
into this category and are reflected in the USRC maps and counts
often as a single tradition or family. In some sense, these clusters of

congregations are artificially constructed religious bodies often
without most of the characteristics of a “denomination”” Likewise,
many of these groups would never think of themselves as a distinctive
single entity except in a very general manner. This is also true for many
of the maps produced where all Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, or
Lutheran groups are merged into a single religious family for display
purposes. This masks the fact that while perhaps having a common
heritage or name, the denominations grouped together might vary
widely in theology, organizational form, and even explicitly reject
affiliation with the other similarly named bodies. It is important to
remember that just because denominational groups share common
DNA, a heritage or branch on the family tree doesn’t mean they
would want to be at the same family reunion.

A Grouping of Independent Churches?

Another aspect of the U.S. Religion Census’s denominational
accounting that needs further discussion is the previously mentioned
grouping of non-denominational and independent congregations
into a single entity. In a real sense, gathering together independent
churches seems counter to their essence. Non-denominational is
explicitly not denominational. Yet, the USRC combines these
churches into a single body for several reasons. First, the numbers
of these churches are increasing rapidly. The 2020 effort to count
non-denominational congregations found an increase since 2010 of

Map 1: Largest Religious Family by County:
Based on Number of Adherents Reported, 2020

Largest Family

- Anabaptist - Methodist

- Baptist :‘ Lutheran

- Catholic - Nondenominational
\:l Christian \:l 11 other families

l:l Latter-day Saints \:l No adherents reported
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nearly 9,000 congregations and nearly 9 million adherents. Second,
this cluster of congregations constitutes a significant proportion of
the religious landscape. Non-denominational and independent
churches constitute 13% of all U.S. congregations and their adherents
and 6.4% of the U.S. population. This makes them the second largest
“group” in terms of adherents after the Catholic Church, and the
second largest in number of congregations after the Southern Baptist
Convention. Third, other research suggests that most of these
congregations are functionally and theologically similar to Protestant
evangelical churches.*

When attempting to count these non-denominational and
independent churches, a necessary first, and rather difficult, step is to
determine what is a "non-denominational church." Much confusion
surrounds this label because it often is defined by what it is not. The
approach used by the U.S. Religion Census to identify nondenomi-
national churches is to allow the congregations to self-identify their
denominational affiliation or lack thereof. Following this self-identi-
fication as nondenominational, considerable effort was made by a
team of researchers to probe for any ties to quasi-denominational

4Thumma, Scott, October 1999, “What God Makes Free is Free Indeed: Non-
denominational Church Identity and its Networks of Support,” A paper
presentation at the Religious Research Association. Available (as of August 3,
2023) at http:/hirr.hartsem.edu/bookshelf/thumma_article5.html.

entities. This team found many congregations who used a generic
label for their churches (like Valley Christian Church, Community
Church of God, or Faith Fellowship) and whose pastors stated they
were non-denominational but whom, after closer inspection, were
found to have ties to an official religious organization and were
dropped from the non-denominational listing.®

Protestant congregations that explicitly identify themselves as
"non-denominational" (or one of the other similar titles, such as
independent, inter-denominational, and most recently post-denom-
inational) without ties to a larger network of churches that are
separate entities in the U.S. Religion Census were labeled and counted
as non-denominational or independent.

To say these congregations are independent is not to imply they
lack any affiliation with other churches. There is a strong commitment,
even among the most independent of these, not to be a "Lone-ranger
Christian." As one pastor of an independent church strongly asserted,
"we are not alone, we certainly fellowship with other churches."

5 For more on the data collection of nondenominational and independent
churches, see Scott Thumma, 2023, “2020 U.S. Religion Census Appendix B:
Non-denominational Christian Churches,” available (as of August 3, 2023) at
https://www.usreligioncensus.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/Appendix_B--
Non-denominational_Christian_Churches.pdf

¢ Thumma, Scott, October 1999.

Map 2: Non-denominational Christian Churches:
Location* of Congregations, 2020

44,319 congregations were reported in 2,753 counties.
*Dots are randomly placed within each county to represent congregations.
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Inter-congregationally, many of the non-denominational churches
have ties to local clergy associations and other networks but do not
think of themselves as part of an organized denomination.

The rapid growth of these congregations seems to indicate that
religious individualism is at work at the congregational level.
Congregations and their leadership are planting new churches or
breaking away from existing denominations with the purpose of
expressing their individuality and uniqueness in their identity and
practices. This rise in Christian churches overtly asserting organiza-
tional independence is only the tip of the iceberg. This author
contends that many denominationally affiliated churches are also
defecting in place, or quietly quitting, and becoming functionally
non-denominational. Increasingly, congregational decisions about
the purchase of resources, literature, educational training materials,
and worship music are being made at the local congregational level
in many of these churches, without regard for their denomination’s
options, opinions, or authority.

One sociologist, Steven Warner, noted this pattern several
decades ago, describing it as “de facto congregationalism.” He
suggested this “implies that congregations can chart their own
religious course despite their denominational ties””” In the 2015 Faith
Communities Today national survey of over 4,000 U.S. congregations,
2.3% reported they had become independent in the previous 10 years,
and an additional 0.5% reporting that they had seriously considered
it.® Additionally, the survey asked how important the denominational
identity and affiliation was to their church with 15% of respondents
reporting it was not very important to their church.’

This question only spoke of allegiance or loyalty - their impor-
tance — and not their actions and practices regarding how they affil-
iate, purchase resources, do missions, educate their members or how
they participate with and support their denomination. This evidence
may imply the same dynamics that have increased the number of
non-denominational churches are continuing to erode denomina-
tional ties.

Networks, Associations, and Other Informal
Relational Bodies

Another dramatic change in the religious landscape over the past
50 years further complicates what counts as a denomination or
religious body for the U.S. Religion Census. This change is the
proliferation of loose networks, associations, and other informal
groupings of congregations.

Some of these more organizationally complex entities (such as
Vineyard USA, Calvary Chapel Association, Vanguard Presbytery, Full
Gospel Baptist Fellowship, and Fellowship of Christian Assemblies)
were included as denominational groups in the U.S. Religion Census.
Other networks (e.g., Morning Star Ministries, Potter’s House

7 Warner, R. Stephen, 1994, A Church of Our Own: Disestablishment and
Diversity in American Religion, New Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers
University Press, p.163.

8 Faith Communities Today National Survey, 2015, Available (as of August 3,
2023) at https://faithcommunitiestoday.org/research-reports-2015.

9 Faith Commmunities Today, 2015.

Fellowship, Victory Outreach Network, Association of Related
Churches, Catalyst, World Ministry Fellowship), because of their
weak connectional ties and lack of denominational characteristics,
were included in the non-denominational category. Likewise, many
megachurches (Protestant churches with 2,000 or more average
weekly attendees) often have both multiple satellite campuses and
large but loose networks of associated churches within their orbit.
These informal megachurch networks were not counted as separate
religious bodies.

Many of these networks do not have denominational character-
istics such as separate headquarters, staff, mission or service agencies,
retirement, or clergy insurance plans. But more importantly, most of
these networks have very weak accountability and informal authority
structures. These networks and associations conceptualize authority
and agency differently than more traditional denominations do.
The dominant basis of authority functioning in these networks is
relational - grounded in a unity of vision and purpose rather than a
legal or even traditional organizational connection. If a network
member's direction of ministry changes, then, as a network leader
hypothetically counseled, "we are not walking together down the
same path. I still love you as a brother in Christ, but perhaps you
should think about finding a different group as your primary fellow-
ship."?® Likewise, the agency structure of these networks appears to
be relatively informal, minimal in the scope of functions performed,
and, in the case of megachurch networks, highly centralized around
a specific congregational style or its leader's mission objectives.
Finally, in nearly every case, the network does not function as the
sole source of either religious authority or agency for the connected
clergy member or the affiliated local church, nor is it seen as an
exclusive relationship or solitary ground of the pastor’s or church’s
identity.

The pastor of one such network commented on this connection,
"We belong to a loose group of churches...very loosely structured.
We don't have any overseer. We do share a common statement of
faith, although the individual practices within the churches might
vary.""! Another clergy described this relationship when asked what
the fellowship connection offers him, "Not a lot. It provides the true
fellowship of like-minded churches [that’s] what it is primarily for.
It's a national convention, a regional convention. Primarily it's for
fellowship. Some cooperation for missions.” A third religious leader
described this essentially as relational congregationalism with the
clergy connected to the group but not the church, "Being a part of
the organization that I am, every church is independent. [The pastor
is] part of an organization but [the congregation is] independent. So,
we're not being dictated to by the organization about what to do and
how to do it and all. It just becomes a body where we are organized
and have the strength, being strong for unity, for advice. We have
counseling where we can get advice, but we cannot make the churches
do anything... The individual churches own their own property. They

have their own constitution."!?

° Thumma, Scott October 1999.
TThumma, Scott October 1999.
2Thumma, Scott October 1999.

84

2020 U.S. Religion Census * usreligioncensus.org



Recent years have also brought about a host of new networks or
proto-denominations as a result of denominational schisms, often
around same-sex marriage, the ordination of gay clergy, and allowing
women in ministry. Many of these religious bodies are counted in
the current U.S. Religion Census. However, some of these groups
function more like the congregationalist networks described above
than the robust denominations from which they separated. These
groups include ECO: A Covenant Order of Presbyterians, North
American Lutheran Church, Anglican Church in North America,
the Global Methodist Church, and the Evangelical Association of
Reformed and Congregational Christian Churches, which describes
itself as “a new association to provide an orthodox, evangelical alter-
native for churches and clergy choosing to stay in the UCC as well
as those leaving the United Church of Christ” Further, it claims,
“recognition in this Association is fully compatible with the partici-

pation in other denominations and associations.”*?

An Additional Blurring of the Categories

Trying to determine exactly how many religious bodies exist and
understanding the significant differences between them is challenging
for the U.S. Religion Census, but the picture becomes even more
complicated when the question of how many groups a congregation
belongs to is raised. As said previously, the assumption is that there
is one denominational affiliation per congregation, but Appendix A
of the U.S. Religion Census indicates that isn’t always the case.'* So
then, just how big is the overlap?

Appendix A reports the religious groups’ response to what they
consider to be the definition of their congregations and whether these
congregations can be dually-affiliated under multiple denominational
labels. Their answers make for interesting reading. As a result, dozens
responded that their congregations do not have to be exclusively
affiliated to their denominations. Several of the more organizationally
complex denominations responded in the affirmative. The American
Baptist Church allows for dual affiliation but gives no estimate of the
cross-affiliation amount, though experience shows it to be consid-
erable. The United Church of Christ also affirmed dual affiliation but
claimed that less than 10% of their 4,793 churches (443 in total) had
dual or federated relationship with another denomination, including
Baptists (21%), Methodists (26%), Presbyterians (14%), and Disciples
of Christ (9%). The United Methodist Church described several
ways their churches could be in multiple denominations including
federated, union, merged, and yoked but offered no indication of how
many of these “ecumenical congregations” there were. At the other
end of the theological spectrum, the Southern Baptist Convention
said dual affiliation happens, though didn’t offer a number but
suggested that the “most prevalent example would be African
American Baptist denominational congregations.” Another Baptist

3 History of the Evangelical Association of Reformed & Congregational
Christian Churches, Available (as of August 3, 2023) at https://fevangelical
association.org/?page_id=135.

™ Further information on 2020 USRC Religious Group Definitions, Procedures,
and Comments can be found in the 2020 U.S. Religion Census Appendix A:
https:/Wwww.usreligioncensus.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/Appendix_A--
Definitions%2C_Procedures%2C_and_Comments.pdf

group, the Alliance of Baptists, stated that only 20% of its churches
have a singular affiliation with them, while “approximately 48% of its
congregational partners also have a relationship with the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship at the national level — and a few more at the local
level. Approximately 25% of the 130 congregational partners also have
a relationship with American Baptist Churches USA. Approximately
8% of the 130 congregational partners have a relationship with the
United Church of Christ”

These are obvious examples of the blurring of boundaries
between well-established and highly organized denominational
groups on the continuum. What would the picture look like consid-
ering those that didn’t respond or those religious bodies at the less-
organized end of the spectrum? Likewise, what would including the
networked associations previously discussed where many churches
belong to multiple groups simultaneously do to increase the overlap?

To add yet another wrinkle to this complex task, what about the
groups that have been missed? There are several recent and long-
standing immigrant groups that have transplanted congregations of
their home denominations for which there is no organizational
presence in the United States, groups such as the Cherubim and
Seraphim Movement Church, the Church of Pentecost, La Luz del
Mundo, and many others. These groups aren’t counted as separate
religious bodies but likely should be.

And Still We Count

It is clear that the actual reality facing the U.S. Religion Census
is far from a clear-cut accounting of x number of denominations with
y number of exclusive congregations and z number of adherents.
But even given this muddy landscape, the nation’s religious reality
is composed of many distinctive denominational groups. These
religious bodies, of varying complexity, create a salient identity,
affiliational community, and theological coherence for many
congregations.

Nevertheless, it is also clear that this denominational reality is
shifting to the point that some scholars talk of a post-denominational
era. There is a diminishing salience to denominational identity and
a declining affinity for congregations and individual members.
Likewise, denominational labels are less helpful for researchers to
explain behavioral differences. There can be as much diversity
within some denominational groups as there is across different ones,
but denominational groupings still have a major role to play in the
U.S. religious landscape. Tracking them highlights the changes across
the decades and helps to better understand the ebb and flow of the
nation’s faith communities. Accounting for these congregational
and denominational shifts with any degree of accuracy and
comprehensiveness has never been easy and is getting ever more
challenging. Yet this is the mission and challenge of the U.S. Religion
Census.
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Tables Section: Summaries for Religious Bodies,
States, Metropolitan/Micropolitan Areas, and

Counties

scope of the data collected for the 2020 U.S. Religion Census.
Each table also compares congregation and adherent data to
the appropriate total population. The tables include:
« Table 1: Religious Body Totals for the United States, 2020

o Table 2: State Summary of Congregations and Adherents,
2020

« Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of
Congregations and Adherents, 2020

The following section presents four tables that capture the

o Table 4: County Summary of Congregations and
Adherents, 2020

Table 1 provides the national totals for each of the 372 religious
bodies included in the 2020 U.S. Religion Census. A count of congre-
gations is included for all religious bodies; however, adherent figures
were only available for 218 religious bodies. This table also shows the
percentage of total adherents and the percentage of the population,
the number of counties with a congregation, and the faith tradition
of each group.

Tables 2-4 share the same format; however, the data is
summarized using different levels of geography. Table 2 summarizes
the data for each state and the District of Columbia. The congregation
and adherent totals for this table are the same as those in Table 1.

Table 3 summarizes the data for each metropolitan and micro-
politan area. The population, congregation, and adherent totals for
this table are different from Table 1 since there is population, congre-
gations, and adherents outside of any metropolitan or micropolitan
area.

Table 4 summarizes the data for each county and county equiv-
alent. The congregation and adherent totals for Table 4 (page 242)
differ from Table 1 (page 94) because there were a number of congre-
gations for which incomplete or incorrect address information
prevented the study from determining county locations. Such
congregations were only located by state, and only included in state
and national totals. Page 87 includes a listing of the number of
congregations and adherents by state and religious body.

Following is a brief explanation of the column headings for
Tables 2-4:

o State Code, CBSA Code, or FIPS Code - these are the U.S.
Census Bureau codes used to designate these geographies.

o State Name, CBSA Name, or FIPS Code - these are the U.S.
Census Bureau names used to designate these geographies.

o 2020 Population - total population for the geography.

o Population Rank — population rank within the particular
geography. (A rank of 1 represents the highest or most.
State rank range is 1-51; metropolitan/micropolitan rank
range is 1-927; county rank range is 1-3,143. These ranges
are the same for all rankings.)

« #of Congr. - total congregations within the geography.

o Congr. Rank - rank for the number of congregations.

o Congr. Per 100,000 Population — calculation of the ratio of
congregations per 100,000 people.

o Congr. Per 100,000 Population Rank - rank for the ratio of
congregations to people.

o #of Adherents - total adherents within the geography.
o Adherents Rank — rank for the number of adherents.

o Adherents as % of Population — number of adherents
divided by the total population of the area.

o Adherents as % of Population Rank - rank for the percentage
of adherents within the total population.

o Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations — The name of
the religious body having the largest number of congrega-
tions within the specified area. Also shown is the number
of congregations reported for that religious body, and the
percentage that number represents from all congregations
within the specified area. If more than one religious body
is listed, each body has the number of congregations
shown, and has the same percentage of all congregations.

o Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents — The name of the
religious body having the largest number of adherents
within the specified area. Also shown is the number of
adherents reported for that religious body, and the percent-
age that number represents from all adherents within the
specified area. If more than one religious body is listed,
each body has the number of adherents shown, and has
the same percentage of all adherents.

o Diversity Index Value - the value calculated based on
Simpson’s Index applied to 13 categories of faith traditions
and one category for the unaffiliated population. Index
range is 0-1, with 1 being most diverse. See “Religious
Diversity in the United States” (page 42) for more details.

o Diversity Index Value Rank - rank of the value calculated
by Simpson’s Index within the specified geography.
As written earlier on this page, some congregations had incom-
plete or incorrect address information. When this was the case, and
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below. When the totals at the bottom of this list are added to the
county totals in Table 4, page 242, then the national, state, and
county totals are egual.

the U.S. Religion Census could not resolve the problem, such congre-
gations have only been included in state and national data levels. A
listing of these congregations by state and religious body is shown

Listing of Congregations Only Located by State (County Locations Not Available)

Sorted by State and Religious Body

State

Code  State Name Religious Body Congregations Adherents
ol....... Alabama ............ African Methodist Episcopal Church .......... ..o 2 152
Ol ....... Alabama ............ African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church ..., T 532
ol....... Alabama ............ Christian Methodist Episcopal Church ........ ... ... i i b 304
Ol ....... Alabama ............ Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America ..., 2 152
04 ...... Arizona.............. Church of God (Anderson, INdiana) . .......oovuiiii i T o 354
05 ...... Arkansas ............ African Methodist Episcopal Church ........... .. ... i 1 .76
05 ...... Arkansas ............ African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church ... 1 .76
05 ...... Arkansas ............ Christian Methodist Episcopal Church ............o i 2 152
06 ...... California............ Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ...............ccocoiiiiiiiin.. 27 13,064
06 ...... California............ General Church of the New Jerusalem ..................................... T oo NR
06 ...... California............ Laestadian Lutheran Church ...... . ... i T o NR
08 ...... Colorado ............ Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ...............cooooiiiiiiiiin... 2 746
08 ...... Colorado ............ Evangelical Covenant Church ...... ... T o NR
09 ...... Connecticut ........ Church of Christ, SCIeNntist . ... ... e T o NR
09 ...... Connecticut ........ Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ..............cccoiiiiiiiian... T o 386
2. Florida .............. African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church ......... ..., 2 152
1B Georgia ............. Christian Methodist Episcopal Church ............. i KN 228
15 ... Hawaii .............. African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church ......... ... .. oot T o 76
5 ... Hawaii .............. Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ..., 24 ol 10,872
15 ..., Hawaii .............. Evangelical Covenant Church ...... ... T 6,319
6 ....... Idaho ............... Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ... 142 oo 51,125
17 ... linois ............... African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church ........... ..o T o 76
17 ... Iinois ............... Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ...t T o 398
17 ... Ilinois ............... Evangelical Covenant Church ... ... ... i T o 276
18 ... Indiana ............. Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ..., 3 1,245
20 ...... Kansas .............. Church of God (Anderson, INdiana) ..ot T o 200
21 . Kentucky ............ African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church ............. ...t T o 76
A Kentucky ............ Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ..............cocoiiiiiiiiin... T o 426
22....... Louisiana ........... Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ...t T o 492
24 ... Maryland ............ Church of God (Cleveland, Tennessee) ............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaann.. T o 282
24 ... Maryland ............ Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ..ot T o 461
25....... Massachusetts ... ... Church of God (Cleveland, TENNESSEE) ... ...ttt T o NR
25, Massachusetts ...... Evangelical Covenant Church ... ... ... T 81
26....... Michigan............ Evangelical Covenant Church ........ ... i T o 42
27 ... Minnesota .......... Evangelical Covenant Church ....... ... b o 1o
28 ...... Mississippi .......... African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church ......... ..., 3 228
28 ...... Mississippi .......... Christian Methodist Episcopal Church ........... ... .. i 5 380
29....... Missouri ............. Evangelical Covenant Church ...... ...t T o NR
33 New Hampshire ....Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ..............c.cooiiiiiieaain.. 2 728
34 ... New Jersey ......... African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church ........... ..o T o 76
36....... New York ........... African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church ... i T o 76
37 ... North Carolina ...... African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church ............ ...t 23 1,748
39....... Ohio ............... Church of God (Anderson, INdiana) ..ot T o 3,590
40 ...... Oklahoma .......... Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ..ot T o 478
41 Oregon ............. Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ... Moo 4,690
42 ... Pennsylvania........ Church of God (Anderson, INdiana) ..ot T 172
46 ...... South Dakota ....... Evangelical Covenant Church ...... ... et T o 102
47 o Tennessee .......... African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church ........... ... 2 152
47 ... Tennessee .......... Christadelphian . ... T o NR
47 ... Tennessee .......... Christian Methodist Episcopal Church .......... ... o oo T o 76
47 oL Tennessee .......... Cumberland Presbyterian Churchin America ..., T o 76
48 ... TEeXas .ovvviinn Christian Methodist Episcopal Church ........... ... .. i 3 228
48 ... TeXas ...ovvviininin Evangelical Covenant Church ........ ... it T o NR
49 ... Utah ... Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ...............coiiiiiin.. 296 ...l 100,619
50 ...... Vermont ............ Chabad Judaism ... ... . T oo NR
50 ...... Vermont ............ Christadelphian ... . T o NR
51 ... Virginia ............. African Methodist Episcopal Church ..... ... i i 2 152
51 ....... Virginia ............0 Seventh-day Adventist Church ........ ..o i T o NR
53....... Washington......... African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church ... T o 76
53....... Washington ......... Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ...............c.ccoiiiiiia.. 23 10,014
53....... Washington......... Seventh-day Adventist Church ... ... ..o i T o NR
54 ...... West Virginia ....... Church of God (Cleveland, TENNESSEE) ..ottt T o 54
54 ...... West Virginia ....... Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ..............cocoiiiiiiiiiai... T o 499
54 ... West Virginia ....... United Holy Church of America, INC. ... T 243
55....... Wisconsin ........... Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

56....... Wyoming ........... Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

TOtal .
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Table 1: Religious Body Totals for the United States, 2020

Adherents as  Adherents Counties

USRC % of Total as % of with a

Code  Religious Body Congregations Adherents  Adherents Population Congregation Faith Tradition
001 Advent Christian Church 249 17,780 0.01% 0.01% 141 Conservative Protestant
003 African Methodist Episcopal Church 3,667 1,059,888 0.66% 0.32% 994 Black Protestant

005 African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 1,587 304,704 0.19% 0.09% 414 Black Protestant

FHJ Agape Christian Fellowship 21 2,616 0.00% 0.00% 18 Conservative Protestant
009 Albanian Orthodox Diocese of America 2 800 0.00% 0.00% 2 Orthodox Christian

012 Alliance of Baptists 122 NR NR NR 86 Mainline Protestant

015 Amana Church Society 1 321 0.00% 0.00% 1 Conservative Protestant
016 Ambassadors Amish-Mennonite 8 923 0.00% 0.00% 8 Conservative Protestant
FG6 American Anglican Church 12 NR NR NR 11 Mainline Protestant

284 American Association of Lutheran Churches 57 NR NR NR 52 Conservative Protestant
017 American Baptist Association 766 146,820 0.09% 0.04% 358 Conservative Protestant
019 American Baptist Churches in the USA 4,790 1,259,804 0.78% 0.38% 978 Mainline Protestant

022 American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese 78 7,171 0.00% 0.00% 57 Orthodox Christian

904 American Ethical Union 28 NR NR NR 27 Other

030 American Presbyterian Church 2 NR NR NR 2 Conservative Protestant
416 American Sikh Council 307 NR NR NR 165 Other

031 Amish Groups, undifferentiated 2,863 320,625 0.20% 0.10% 456 Conservative Protestant
FFS Anabaptist Disciples of Christ 15 2,293 0.00% 0.00% 12 Conservative Protestant
FO1 Anglican Catholic Church 71 NR NR NR 67 Other Christian

FG4 Anglican Church in America 44 NR NR NR 42 Mainline Protestant

033 Anglican Church in North America 873 NR NR NR 471 Conservative Protestant
FG3 Anglican Province of America 56 NR NR NR 52 Mainline Protestant
FG2 Anglican Province of Christ the King 39 NR NR NR 33 Mainline Protestant

034 Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, The 255 71,216 0.04% 0.02% 209 Orthodox Christian

FF7 Apostolic Christian Church (Nazarene) - East Conference 22 1,820 0.00% 0.00% 18 Conservative Protestant
FF8 Apostolic Christian Church (Nazarene) - West Conference 14 1,322 0.00% 0.00% 12 Conservative Protestant
040 Apostolic Christian Church of America 87 19,557 0.01% 0.01% 73 Conservative Protestant
FEX Apostolic Christian Faith 25 2,453 0.00% 0.00% 24 Conservative Protestant
042 Apostolic Faith Mission of Portland, OR 54 NR NR NR 50 Conservative Protestant
045 Apostolic Lutheran Church of America 50 NR NR NR 36 Conservative Protestant
FEY Appalachian Mennonite Church 2 240 0.00% 0.00% 2 Conservative Protestant
049 Armenian Apostolic Church of America (Catholicosate of Cilicia) 32 35,565 0.02% 0.01% 25 Orthodox Christian

050 Armenian Church of North America (Catholicosate of Etchmiadzin) 89 95,207 0.06% 0.03% 65 Orthodox Christian

051 Armenian Evangelical Churches (Additional) 15 NR NR NR 6 Conservative Protestant
053 Assemblies of God 12,739 3,094,547 1.92% 0.93% 2,510 Conservative Protestant
FGJ Assemblies of the Lord Jesus Christ 33 NR NR NR 25 Conservative Protestant
055 Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 254 NR NR NR 126 Conservative Protestant
220 Association of Free Lutheran Congregations 254 35,804 0.02% 0.01% 161 Conservative Protestant
058 Association of Messianic Congregations 12 NR NR NR 12 Other Christian

047 Association of Reformed Baptist Churches of America 13 NR NR NR 12 Conservative Protestant
056 Baha'i Faith USA 983 178,727 0.11% 0.05% 421 Other

059 Baptist Missionary Association of America 1,144 NR NR NR 326 Conservative Protestant
061 Beachy Amish-Mennonite Churches 86 10,093 0.01% 0.00% 74 Conservative Protestant
FFV Belarusan Autocephalous Orthodox Church 3 NR NR NR 3 Orthodox Christian

FEZ Believers in Christ 6 808 0.00% 0.00% 5 Conservative Protestant
062 Berea Amish-Mennonite 1 824 0.00% 0.00% 1 Conservative Protestant
063 Berean Fellowship of Churches 58 NR NR NR 49 Conservative Protestant
FDT Bethel Fellowship Mennonite Churches 16 1,600 0.00% 0.00% 16 Conservative Protestant
065 Bethel Ministerial Association, Inc. 15 NR NR NR 12 Conservative Protestant
073 Bible Fellowship Church 68 14,333 0.01% 0.00% 31 Conservative Protestant
217 Bible Holiness Church 34 NR NR NR 25 Conservative Protestant
FE8 Bible Methodist Connection 93 NR NR NR 77 Conservative Protestant
069 Bible Presbyterian Church (General Synod) 26 NR NR NR 24 Conservative Protestant
E54 Bible Way Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ World Wide, Inc. 33 21,718 0.01% 0.01% 29 Conservative Protestant
FHW  Biblical Mennonite Alliance 76 6,339 0.00% 0.00% 60 Conservative Protestant
071 Brethren Church, The (Ashland, Ohio) 106 NR NR NR 62 Conservative Protestant
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USRC
Code

075
070
078
084
086
FFM
081
082
FGS
244
087
089
FDU
353
093
097
FF1
F10
101
105
D83
F13
110
143
M
F53
123
125
127
133
C22
122
121
141
145
120
F16
146
151
149
155
157
FFK
A4T
D59
163
164
165
438
167
168
17
172
173
FFG
176
177

Table 1: Religious Body Totals for the United States, 2020 continued

Religious Body Congregations
Brethren In Christ Church 235
Bruderhof Communities, Inc. 19
Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Diocese of the USA, Canada and Australia 24
Calvary Chapel Fellowship Churches 243
Canadian and American Reformed Churches 4
Catholic Apostolic Church in North America 15
Catholic Church 19,405
Central Baptist Association 22
Chabad Judaism 953
Charis Fellowship 268
Christadelphian 170
Christian and Missionary Alliance 1,776
Christian Apostolic Church 4
Christian Brethren (Open Plymouth Brethren) 841
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 3,135
Christian Churches and Churches of Christ 4,787
Christian Communities 2
Christian Congregation in North America 69
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 1,608
Christian Reformed Church in North America 792
Christ's Sanctified Holy Church 18
Church of Christ 19
Church of Christ (Holiness), U.S.A. 124
Church of Christ, Mennonite 170
Church of Christ, Scientist 314
Church of God 204
Church of God (Anderson, Indiana) 1,944
Church of God (Apostolic) 18
Church of God (Cleveland, Tennessee) 5,921
Church of God (Seventh Day) 214
Church of God and Saints of Christ 22
Church of God by Faith, Inc. 169
Church of God General Conference 78
Church of God in Christ 3,313
Church of God of Prophecy 1,614
Church of God of the Apostolic Faith, Inc. 56
Church of God of the Firstborn 2
Church of God, Mountain Assembly, Inc. 95
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 14,567
Church of Jesus Christ, The (Bickertonites) 64
Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith, Inc. 527
Church of the Brethren 921
Church of the Genuine Orthodox Christians 43
Church of the Living God (Christian Workers for Fellowship) 109
Church of the Living God: Pillar and Ground of the Truth 41
Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America 86
Church of the Lutheran Confession 75
Church of the Nazarene 5,155
Church of the United Brethren in Christ USA 160
Churches of Christ 11,881
Churches of Christ in Christian Union 186
Churches of God, General Conference 301
Communion of Reformed Evangelical Churches 81
Community of Christ 616
Concordia Lutheran Conference 5
Congregational Christian Churches, Additional (not part of any national CCC body) 53
Congregational Holiness Church 188

Adherents

NR
2,203
5,386

NR

NR

NR

61,858,137
3,009

NR

NR

NR

414,360
253

NR
398,072
1,379,041
104

NR
269,126
149,096

NR

NR

NR

25,897

NR

NR

427,038
NR
868,446

NR

NR

NR
2,942

920,429

NR

NR

NR

NR

6,721,031
NR
85,938
109,288
6,053

NR

NR

NR

NR

905,690
21,222
1,422,331
NR
31,228

NR

NR

NR
5,118

NR

NR
0.00%
0.00%

NR

NR

NR

38.37%
0.00%

NR

NR

NR
0.26%
0.00%

NR
0.25%
0.86%
0.00%

NR
0.17%
0.09%

NR

NR

NR
0.02%

NR

NR
0.26%

NR
0.54%

NR

NR

NR
0.00%
0.57%

NR

NR

NR

NR
417%

NR
0.05%
0.07%
0.00%

NR

NR

NR

NR
0.56%
0.01%
0.88%

NR
0.02%

NR

NR

NR
0.00%

NR

Adherents as  Adherents
% of Total
Adherents

Counties
as % of with a
Population Congregation

NR 85
0.00% 14
0.00% 21
NR 155
NR 3
NR 15
18.66% 2,961
0.00% 1"
NR 275
NR 133
NR 131
0.13% 666
0.00% 3
NR 433
0.12% 1,150
0.42% 1,524
0.00% 2
NR 59
0.08% 542
0.04% 233
NR 18
NR 18
NR 65
0.01% 136
NR 198
NR 184
0.13% 877
NR 15
0.26% 1,544
NR 129
NR 21
NR 95
0.00% 61
0.28% 782
NR 790
NR 3N
NR 2
NR 63
2.03% 1,900
NR 56
0.03% 242
0.03% 371
0.00% 39
NR 72
NR 33
NR 69
NR 69
0.27% 1,683
0.01% 94
0.43% 2,391
NR 78
0.01% 12
NR 77
NR 439
NR 3
0.00% 44
NR 100

Faith Tradition
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Orthodox Christian
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Mainline Protestant
Catholic
Conservative Protestant
Judaism
Mainline Protestant
Other Christian
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Mainline Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Black Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Other Christian
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Other Christian
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Black Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Latter-day Saints
Latter-day Saints
Black Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Orthodox Christian
Black Protestant
Black Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Mainline Protestant
Conservative Protestant
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Table 1: Religious Body Totals for the United States, 2020 continued

Adherents as  Adherents Counties

USRC % of Total as % of with a

Code  Religious Body Congregations Adherents  Adherents Population Congregation Faith Tradition
180 Congregational Methodist Church 139 NR NR NR 87 Conservative Protestant
181 Conservative Congregational Christian Conference 312 51,112 0.03% 0.02% 192 Conservative Protestant
270 Conservative Judaism 529 417,316 0.26% 0.13% 236 Judaism

FDV Conservative Mennonite Churches of York and Adams Counties PA 5 327 0.00% 0.00% 2 Conservative Protestant
183 Conservative Mennonite Conference 109 16,493 0.01% 0.00% 73 Conservative Protestant
390 Conservative Yearly Meeting of Friends 32 1,919 0.00% 0.00% 29 Conservative Protestant
336 Convention of Original Free Will Baptist Churches 226 23,490 0.01% 0.01% 37 Conservative Protestant
057 Converge Worldwide / Baptist General Conference 881 NR NR NR 343 Conservative Protestant
186 Coptic Orthodox Church 292 179,155 0.11% 0.05% 186 Orthodox Christian

FF6 Covenant Presbyterian Church 13 NR NR NR 13 Conservative Protestant
184 Covenant Reformed Presbyterian Church 2 NR NR NR 2 Conservative Protestant
185 Cumberland Presbyterian 608 64,901 0.04% 0.02% 251 Conservative Protestant
187 Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America m 14,473 0.01% 0.00% 50 Black Protestant

FDW  Cumberland Valley Mennonite Church 7 692 0.00% 0.00% 3 Conservative Protestant
FHX Dariusleut Hutterite 22 1,409 0.00% 0.00% 13 Conservative Protestant
FG7 Diocese of the Holy Cross 19 NR NR NR 18 Mainline Protestant
FFT Dunkard Brethren Church 25 1,523 0.00% 0.00% 24 Conservative Protestant
286 Eastern Pennsylvania Mennonite Church 72 11,193 0.01% 0.00% 55 Conservative Protestant
FFW  ECO: A Covenant Order of Presbyterians 413 NR NR NR 261 Conservative Protestant
FGK Ecumenical Catholic Church 3 NR NR NR 3 Other Christian

FFP Ecumenical Catholic Communion 33 2,757 0.00% 0.00% 24 Other Christian
190 Elim Fellowship 243 NR NR NR 131 Conservative Protestant
193 Episcopal Church 6,353 1,576,611 0.98% 0.48% 1,971 Mainline Protestant
FG8 Episcopal Missionary Church 26 NR NR NR 23 Mainline Protestant

202 Eritrean Orthodox 64 41,456 0.03% 0.01% 43 Orthodox Christian

204 Ethiopian Orthodox 197 96,374 0.06% 0.03% 87 Orthodox Christian

FJ6 Evangel Presbytery 9 NR NR NR 8 Conservative Protestant
198 Evangelical Association of Reformed, and Congregational Christian Churches 14 NR NR NR 71 Conservative Protestant
197 Evangelical Church, The 110 9,809 0.01% 0.00% 64 Conservative Protestant
199 Evangelical Congregational Church 122 NR NR NR 28 Conservative Protestant
201 Evangelical Covenant Church 863 154,267 0.10% 0.05% 345 Conservative Protestant
203 Evangelical Free Church of America 1,602 NR NR NR 729 Conservative Protestant
328 Evangelical Friends Church International 235 34,960 0.02% 0.01% 125 Conservative Protestant
207 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 8,857 3,139,413 1.95% 0.95% 1,698 Mainline Protestant

FFF Evangelical Lutheran Conference and Ministerium of North America 12 NR NR NR 10 Conservative Protestant
FFE Evangelical Lutheran Diocese of North America 31 NR NR NR 30 Conservative Protestant
209 Evangelical Lutheran Synod 133 16,536 0.01% 0.00% 98 Conservative Protestant
215 Evangelical Methodist Church 83 NR NR NR 68 Conservative Protestant
216 Evangelical Presbyterian Church 625 NR NR NR 400 Conservative Protestant
FGP Every Nation 85 NR NR NR 58 Conservative Protestant
210 Federation of Reformed Churches 6 NR NR NR 6 Conservative Protestant
FGL Fellowship of Christian Assemblies 93 NR NR NR 56 Conservative Protestant
21 Fellowship of Evangelical Bible Churches 17 NR NR NR 15 Conservative Protestant
213 Fellowship of Evangelical Churches 71 9,777 0.01% 0.00% 51 Conservative Protestant
067 Fellowship of Fundamentalist Bible Churches 15 NR NR NR 10 Conservative Protestant
346 Fire-Baptized Holiness Church of the Americas 34 NR NR NR 22 Conservative Protestant
263 Foursquare Gospel, International Church of the 1,619 363,626 0.23% 0.11% 568 Conservative Protestant
224 Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 5 NR NR NR 5 Conservative Protestant
221 Free Methodist Church—USA 619 71,634 0.04% 0.02% 323 Conservative Protestant
222 Free Presbyterian Church of North America 12 NR NR NR 1 Conservative Protestant
FFA Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland 1 NR NR NR 1 Conservative Protestant
227 Free Reformed Churches of North America 2 NR NR NR 2 Conservative Protestant
391 Friends General Conference 374 21,722 0.02% 0.01% 268 Mainline Protestant

393 Friends General Conference and Friends United Meeting, dually aligned meetings 130 8,102 0.01% 0.00% 88 Mainline Protestant

225 Friends United Meeting 186 14,138 0.01% 0.00% 83 Mainline Protestant

F23 Full Gospel Assemblies International 49 NR NR NR 27 Conservative Protestant
232 Full Gospel Baptist Church Fellowship 817 138,354 0.09% 0.04% 287 Black Protestant
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Table 1: Religious Body Totals for the United States, 2020 continued

Adherents as  Adherents Counties

USRC % of Total as % of with a

Code  Religious Body Congregations Adherents  Adherents Population Congregation Faith Tradition
FFR Full Gospel Christian Assemblies International 722 240,878 0.15% 0.07% 495 Conservative Protestant
231 General Association of General Baptists 14 33,916 0.02% 0.01% 84 Conservative Protestant
388 General Association of Regular Baptist Churches 939 NR NR NR 494 Conservative Protestant
233 General Church of the New Jerusalem 43 NR NR NR 38 Other Christian

242 Georgian Orthodox Parishes in the United States 14 1,215 0.00% 0.00% 14 Orthodox Christian

FHN German Apostolic / Christian Apostolic Churches 8 618 0.00% 0.00% 5 Conservative Protestant
FJ4 German Baptist Brethren 3 177 0.00% 0.00% 3 Conservative Protestant
FGM  Grace Communion International 180 NR NR NR 171 Conservative Protestant
243 Grace Gospel Fellowship 108 NR NR NR 80 Conservative Protestant
246 Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 533 375,17 0.23% 0.11% 348 Orthodox Christian

FDX Haven Mennonite Fellowship 3 365 0.00% 0.00% 3 Conservative Protestant
248 Heritage Reformed Congregations 6 803 0.00% 0.00% 6 Conservative Protestant
FGD Higher Ground Always Abounding Assemblies 72 NR NR NR 41 Conservative Protestant
895 Hindu Temples 433 831,229 0.52% 0.25% 207 Hinduism

896 Hindu Yoga and Meditation 1,378 437,115 0.27% 0.13% 396 Hinduism

247 Holiness Church Of God, Inc., The 17 NR NR NR 14 Conservative Protestant
FG9 Holy Catholic Church Anglican Rite 6 NR NR NR 6 Mainline Protestant

251 Holy Orthodox Church in North America 16 749 0.00% 0.00% 15 Orthodox Christian

FHQ Hoover Old Order Mennonite Church 10 1,713 0.00% 0.00% 8 Conservative Protestant
FE2 Hope Mennonite Fellowship 10 1,078 0.00% 0.00% 10 Conservative Protestant
D92 House of God, Holy Church of the Living God, The Pillar and Ground of the Truth, House of Prayer for All People 5 NR NR NR 5 Black Protestant

FHY Hutterite Christian Communities 3 327 0.00% 0.00% 3 Conservative Protestant
FHK Independent Conservative Brethren 8 312 0.00% 0.00% 6 Conservative Protestant
FGR Independent Judaism 130 8,486 0.01% 0.00% 52 Judaism

FFD Independent Lutheran Diocese 4 100 0.00% 0.00% 4 Conservative Protestant
338 Independent Yearly Meetings of Friends 65 2,417 0.00% 0.00% 43 Mainline Protestant
FFX Indian Bottom Association of Old Regular Baptists 43 1,861 0.00% 0.00% 18 Conservative Protestant
264 International Churches of Christ 175 53,612 0.03% 0.02% 168 Conservative Protestant
FE9 International Communion of the Charismatic Episcopal Church 56 NR NR NR 54 Conservative Protestant
262 International Council of Community Churches 57 NR NR NR 46 Mainline Protestant

256 International Fellowship of Bible Churches 36 NR NR NR 31 Conservative Protestant
260 International Fellowship of Christian Assemblies 69 NR NR NR 45 Conservative Protestant
265 International Pentecostal Church of Christ 49 NR NR NR 41 Conservative Protestant
268 Jain 79 NR NR NR 75 Other

272 Jehovah's Witnesses 12,285 3,016,924 1.87% 0.91% 2,166 Jehovah’s Witnesses
F26 Kentucky Christian Conference 35 NR NR NR 12 Conservative Protestant
F27 Keystone Mennonite Fellowship 25 2,821 0.00% 0.00% 13 Conservative Protestant
FFL Knanaya Churches in the USA 16 2,817 0.00% 0.00% 14 Orthodox Christian

FFJ Laestadian Lutheran Church 29 NR NR NR 25 Conservative Protestant
274 Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 12 NR NR NR 12 Mainline Protestant
FHZ Lehrerleut Hutterite 43 4,754 0.00% 0.00% 14 Conservative Protestant
D66 Liberal Catholic Church 8 NR NR NR 8 Other Christian

FDY Little Flock Mennonite Churches 7 533 0.00% 0.00% 7 Conservative Protestant
279 Lumber River Annual Conference of the Holiness Methodist Church 10 NR NR NR 2 Conservative Protestant
283 Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 5,897 1,802,680 1.12% 0.54% 1,790 Conservative Protestant
255 Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ 776 194,144 0.12% 0.06% 470 Conservative Protestant
330 Macedonian Orthodox Church: American Diocese 20 17,325 0.01% 0.01% 20 Orthodox Christian

890 Mahayana Buddhism 969 549,344 0.34% 0.17% 252 Buddhism

334 Malankara Archdiocese of the Syrian Orthodox Church in North America 48 6,828 0.00% 0.00% 41 Orthodox Christian

F28 Malankara Mar Thoma Church 49 5,531 0.00% 0.00% 39 Other Christian

333 Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church 110 21,722 0.01% 0.01% 69 Orthodox Christian

278 Maranatha Amish-Mennonite 16 1,983 0.00% 0.00% 15 Conservative Protestant
FFU Meadow Springs Old Order Mennonite 4 958 0.00% 0.00% 4 Conservative Protestant
282 Mennonite Christian Fellowship 24 2,759 0.00% 0.00% 24 Conservative Protestant
288 Mennonite Church USA 550 71,058 0.04% 0.02% 263 Conservative Protestant
290 Metropolitan Community Churches 14 8,156 0.01% 0.00% 103 Mainline Protestant
FDZ Mid-Atlantic Mennonite Fellowship 32 3,740 0.00% 0.00% 20 Conservative Protestant
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Table 1: Religious Body Totals for the United States, 2020 continued

Adherents as  Adherents Counties
USRC % of Total as % of with a
Code  Religious Body Congregations Adherents  Adherents Population Congregation Faith Tradition
310 Midwest Beachy Amish-Mennonite 7 791 0.00% 0.00% 7 Conservative Protestant
FD1 Midwest Mennonite Fellowship 23 2,022 0.00% 0.00% 21 Conservative Protestant
291 Missionary Church 463 57,638 0.04% 0.02% 212 Conservative Protestant
292 Moravian Church in America—Alaska Province 24 NR NR NR 4 Mainline Protestant
293 Moravian Church in America—Northern Province 77 18,098 0.01% 0.01% 37 Mainline Protestant
295 Moravian Church in America—Southern Province 53 14,291 0.01% 0.00% 16 Mainline Protestant
267 Muslim Estimate 2,771 4,453,908 2.76% 1.34% 670 Islam
175 National Association of Congregational Christian Churches 322 41,582 0.03% 0.01% 193 Mainline Protestant
223 National Association of Free Will Baptists 1,930 156,895 0.10% 0.05% 622 Conservative Protestant
301 National Baptist Convention of America, Inc. 389 225,776 0.14% 0.07% 175 Black Protestant
300 National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc. 2,530 1,567,741 0.97% 0.47% 616 Black Protestant
302 National Missionary Baptist Convention, Inc. 7,564 2,428,820 1.51% 0.73% 1,285 Black Protestant
304 National Primitive Baptist Convention, USA, Inc. 130 35,426 0.02% 0.01% 41 Black Protestant
303 National Spiritualist Association of Churches 63 NR NR NR 48 Other
F31 Nationwide Fellowship Mennonite Churches 78 7,508 0.00% 0.00% 77 Conservative Protestant
FHP Nazarene Christian Congregation (Side A or B) 8 289 0.00% 0.00% 6 Conservative Protestant
307 Netherlands Reformed Congregations 16 NR NR NR 14 Conservative Protestant
309 New Apostolic Church USA 187 NR NR NR 163 Other Christian
308 New Testament Association of Independent Baptist Church 19 NR NR NR 90 Conservative Protestant
500 Non-denominational Christian Churches 44,319 21,095,641 13.08% 6.36% 2,753 Conservative Protestant
313 North American Baptist Conference 270 NR NR NR 161 Conservative Protestant
314 North American Lutheran Church 441 NR NR NR 291 Conservative Protestant
315 North American Old Roman Catholic Church 9 NR NR NR 9 Catholic
F32 North Carolina Congregational Conference 10 NR NR NR 6 Black Protestant
FD2 Northeastern Mennonite Conference 9 823 0.00% 0.00% 9 Conservative Protestant
FFY Northern New Salem Association of Old Regular Baptists 22 397 0.00% 0.00% 20 Conservative Protestant
FFH Old Apostolic Lutheran Church of America 28 NR NR NR 25 Conservative Protestant
FHS Old Brethren (California) 5 292 0.00% 0.00% 5 Conservative Protestant
FHT Old Brethren (Goshen) 3 427 0.00% 0.00% 3 Conservative Protestant
FD3 Old Brethren German Baptist 2 296 0.00% 0.00% 2 Conservative Protestant
FF2 Old German Baptist Brethren 47 6,644 0.00% 0.00% 33 Conservative Protestant
F35 Old German Baptist Brethren, New Conference 35 3,430 0.00% 0.00% 27 Conservative Protestant
C51 Old Order German Baptist Church 4 283 0.00% 0.00% 3 Conservative Protestant
324 Old Order River Brethren 5 688 0.00% 0.00% 4 Conservative Protestant
FD4 Old Wenger Mennonite Church 3 152 0.00% 0.00% 3 Conservative Protestant
329 Open Bible Churches 242 31,068 0.02% 0.01% 145 Conservative Protestant
FF3 Original Virginia Conference Old Order Mennonite 2 531 0.00% 0.00% 2 Conservative Protestant
FGA Orthodox Anglican Church 19 NR NR NR 19 Mainline Protestant
331 Orthodox Church in America 560 74,449 0.05% 0.02% 317 Orthodox Christian
276 Orthodox Judaism 914 941,480 0.58% 0.28% 156 Judaism
FFC Orthodox Lutheran Confessional Conference 2 NR NR NR 2 Conservative Protestant
FHU Orthodox Mennonite Church 2 284 0.00% 0.00% 2 Conservative Protestant
FFN Orthodox Old Roman Catholic Communion 6 NR NR NR 5 Catholic
335 Orthodox Presbyterian Church 336 NR NR NR 262 Conservative Protestant
400 Patriarchal Parishes of the Russian Orthodox Church in the USA 30 9,773 0.01% 0.00% 27 Orthodox Christian
D71 Pentecostal Assemblies of the World 108 54,934 0.03% 0.02% 90 Black Protestant
339 Pentecostal Church of God 990 NR NR NR 498 Conservative Protestant
347 Pentecostal Free Will Baptist Church, Inc. 32 NR NR NR 18 Conservative Protestant
F38 Pilgrim Mennonite Conference 31 3,096 0.00% 0.00% 27 Conservative Protestant
350 Pillar Ministries 6 NR NR NR 5 Conservative Protestant
FF4 Pleasant View Old Order (Virginia) Mennonite Conference 1 222 0.00% 0.00% 1 Conservative Protestant
352 Polish National Catholic Church 97 NR NR NR 60 Catholic
355 Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 8,851 1,491,775 0.93% 0.45% 2,224 Mainline Protestant
356 Presbyterian Church in America 1,873 372,696 0.23% 0.11% 747 Conservative Protestant
354 Presbyterian Reformed Church 5 NR NR NR 5 Conservative Protestant
361 Primitive Baptists Associations 448 42,196 0.03% 0.01% 231 Conservative Protestant
362 Primitive Baptists, Eastern District Association of 36 3,404 0.00% 0.00% 14 Conservative Protestant
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USRC
Code

363
364
365
369
275
271
F41
FGB
371
373
FFB
375
379
380
383
382
384
FHM
FHG
FF5
395
401
403
FFZ
FJ1
FJ2
405
410
415
413
408
FG1
FD5
F48
419
F49
421
F51
FHV
414
239
423
F52
424
425
326
F54
891
FGQ
431
432
FHH
FHF
FD6
389
FHR
FER

Table 1: Religious Body Totals for the United States, 2020 continued

Religious Body

Primitive Methodist Church in the USA

Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc.
Progressive Primitive Baptists

Protestant Reformed Churches in America
Reconstructionist Judaism

Reform Judaism

Reformed Baptist Network

Reformed Bible Church

Reformed Church in America

Reformed Church in the United States

Reformed Congregations of North America
Reformed Episcopal Church

Reformed Mennonite Church

Reformed Presbyterian Church General Assembly
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America
Reformed Presbyterian Church, Hanover Presbytery
Reformed Zion Union Apostolic Church

Reidenbach Mennonite

Remnant: Charity Ministries and related

Riverdale Old Order (Virginia) Mennonite Conference
Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in Americas
Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia
Salvation Army

Sardis Association of Old Regular Baptists
Schmiedeleut Hutterite Group 1

Schmiedeleut Hutterite Group 2

Schwenkfelder Church

Serbian Orthodox Church in North America
Seventh Day Baptist General Conference, USA and Canada
Seventh-day Adventist Church

Shinto

Solid Rock Association of Old Time Baptists

South Atlantic Mennonite Conference

Southeastern Mennonite Conference

Southern Baptist Convention

Southern lllinois Christian Conference

Southern Methodist Church

Sovereign Grace Churches

Stauffer Mennonite (independent groups)

Stauffer Mennonite Church

Swedenborgian Church

Syriac Orthodox Church of Antioch

Syro-Russian Orthodox Catholic Church

Tampico Amish-Mennonite

Tao

The (Original) Church of God

The local churches

Theravada Buddhism

Twelve Tribes

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

Unaffiliated Amish-Mennonite (Conservative)
Unaffiliated Amish-Mennonite (Spring Garden network)
Unaffiliated Conservative Mennonite

Unaffiliated Conservative Mennonite (Grandview fellowship)
Unaffiliated Friends Meetings

Unaffiliated Mennonite (Wisler Christian Fellowship)
Unification Church

Congregations
59
363
33

199
1,133

5,989
9

4

6

16
51,379
10

73

65

7

17

29

47

8

18

22

15
320
566

45

Adherents
NR
254,571
NR
8,411
39,441
662,104
NR
NR
235,195
3,550
26
NR
127
NR
6,647
NR
4,784
806
NR
686
6,289
23,360
141,098
587
731
8,310
2,471
59,508
4512
1,339,830
NR
289
494
1,307
17,649,040
NR
NR
NR
674
3,740
856
12,088
NR
4,092
NR
NR
NR
291,413
NR
14,971
2,315
1,421
7,975
558
557
451
NR

Adherents as  Adherents

% of Total
Adherents

NR
0.16%
NR
0.01%
0.02%
0.41%
NR
NR
0.15%
0.00%
0.00%
NR
0.00%
NR
0.00%
NR
0.00%
0.00%
NR
0.00%
0.00%
0.01%
0.09%
0.00%
0.00%
0.01%
0.00%
0.04%
0.00%
0.83%
NR
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
10.95%
NR
NR
NR
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.01%
NR
0.00%
NR
NR
NR
0.18%
NR
0.01%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
NR

Counties
as % of with a
Population Congregation
NR 30
0.08% 146
NR 25
0.00% 16
0.01% 74
0.20% 365
NR 40
NR 4
0.07% 237
0.00% 41
0.00% 1
NR 75
0.00% 7
NR 12
0.00% 77
NR 15
0.00% 1"
0.00% 5
NR 29
0.00% 2
0.00% 28
0.01% 162
0.04% 767
0.00% 7
0.00% 7
0.00% 34
0.00% 2
0.02% 90
0.00% 69
0.40% 1,803
NR 4
0.00% 4
0.00% 5
0.00% 10
5.32% 2,677
NR 3
NR 47
NR 59
0.00% 4
0.00% 13
0.00% 27
0.00% 38
NR 7
0.00% 18
NR 17
NR 12
NR 221
0.09% 248
NR 27
0.00% 73
0.00% 3
0.00% 4
0.00% 67
0.00% 8
0.00% 5
0.00% 3
NR 44

Faith Tradition
Conservative Protestant
Black Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Judaism
Judaism
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Mainline Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Black Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Orthodox Christian
Orthodox Christian
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Orthodox Christian
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Other
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Other Christian
Orthodox Christian
Orthodox Christian
Conservative Protestant
Other
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Buddhism
Conservative Protestant
Orthodox Christian
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Mainline Protestant
Conservative Protestant
Other
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Table 1: Religious Body Totals for the United States, 2020 continued

Adherents as  Adherents Counties

USRC % of Total as % of with a

Code  Religious Body Congregations Adherents  Adherents Population Congregation Faith Tradition
FGV Union American Methodist Episcopal Church 51 NR NR NR 20 Black Protestant

437 Union of Messianic Jewish Congregations 55 NR NR NR 49 Other Christian

435 Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations 1,004 201,541 0.13% 0.06% 610 Other Christian

F57 United American Free Will Baptist Denomination, Inc. 29 NR NR NR 19 Black Protestant

439 United Catholic Church 5 800 0.00% 0.00% 4 Catholic

443 United Church of Christ 4,793 924,744 0.57% 0.28% 1,119 Mainline Protestant
FGN United Church of God 186 NR NR NR 185 Other Christian

FG5 United Episcopal Church of North America 24 NR NR NR 23 Mainline Protestant

445 United Holy Church of America, Inc. 352 17,832 0.01% 0.01% 126 Black Protestant

F58 United House of Prayer 134 21,857 0.01% 0.01% 94 Black Protestant

449 United Methodist Church 30,051 8,018,629 4.97% 2.42% 2,989 Mainline Protestant

454 United Pentecostal Church International 4,549 NR NR NR 1,692 Conservative Protestant
455 United Reformed Churches in North America 88 15,541 0.01% 0.00% 64 Conservative Protestant
459 United Zion Church 9 523 0.00% 0.00% 2 Conservative Protestant
124 Unity Churches, Association of 578 NR NR NR 353 Other Christian

461 Unity of the Brethren 24 NR NR NR 15 Conservative Protestant
237 US Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches 218 43,308 0.03% 0.01% 84 Conservative Protestant
892 Vajarayana Buddhism 449 200,039 0.12% 0.06% 201 Buddhism

FFQ Vanguard Presbytery 18 NR NR NR 17 Conservative Protestant
462 Vedanta Society 36 NR NR NR 34 Hinduism

179 Venture Church Network 748 NR NR NR 307 Conservative Protestant
463 Vineyard USA 499 155,836 0.10% 0.05% 320 Conservative Protestant
FD7 Washington-Franklin Mennonite Conference 17 3,096 0.00% 0.00% 9 Conservative Protestant
FJ3 Weaverland Mennonite Conference 50 18,573 0.01% 0.01% 21 Conservative Protestant
467 Wesleyan Church 1,463 306,005 0.19% 0.09% 701 Conservative Protestant
FD8 Western Conservative Mennonite Fellowship 1" 997 0.00% 0.00% 10 Conservative Protestant
FJ5 Westminster Evangelical Presbyterian Church 2 NR NR NR 2 Conservative Protestant
469 Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 1,198 408,259 0.25% 0.12% 527 Conservative Protestant
FD9 Wisler Mennonite Conference (Ohio) 5 644 0.00% 0.00% 5 Conservative Protestant
FE1 Wisler Mennonite Conference (Ohio-Indiana) 10 1,753 0.00% 0.00% 9 Conservative Protestant
490 Zoroastrian 33 NR NR NR 29 Other

Totals 356,642 161,224,088  100.00% 48.64%
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Table 2: State Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents
State 2020 Population  #of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of  Adherents as % of as % of
Code State Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
01 Alabama 5,024,279 24 10,756 1" 2141 5 3,195,509 15 63.60% 2
02 Alaska 733,391 48 1,264 45 1724 1" 258,020 49 35.18% 47
04 Arizona 7,151,502 14 5,244 28 73.3 45 3,151,361 17 44.07% 35
05 Arkansas 3,011,524 33 7,428 18 246.7 1 1,739,575 30 57.76% 6
06 California 39,538,223 1 23,567 2 59.6 50 17,726,437 1 44.83% 34
08 Colorado 5,773,714 21 4,333 32 75.0 44 2,044,440 28 35.41% 46
09 Connecticut 3,605,944 29 2,889 35 80.1 42 1,708,179 3 47.37% 28
10 Delaware 989,948 45 966 47 97.6 35 409,412 45 41.36% 40
" District Of Columbia 689,545 49 751 50 108.9 30 389,241 46 56.45% 7
12 Florida 21,538,187 3 17,511 3 81.3 40 10,140,053 4 47.08% 29
13 Georgia 10,711,908 8 12,891 9 120.3 25 5,439,946 9 50.78% 20
15 Hawaii 1,455,271 40 1,424 44 97.9 34 603,730 40 41.49% 39
16 |daho 1,839,106 38 2,534 37 137.8 21 969,901 37 52.74% 12
17 Illinois 12,812,508 6 12,153 10 94.9 38 6,510,363 5 50.81% 19
18 Indiana 6,785,528 17 9,028 15 133.0 22 2,859,439 20 42.14% 37
19 lowa 3,190,369 31 4,822 29 151.1 17 1,431,349 32 44.86% 33
20 Kansas 2,937,880 35 4,624 30 157.4 15 1,352,241 34 46.03% 31
21 Kentucky 4,505,836 26 8,143 17 180.7 10 2,226,288 27 49.41% 22
22 Louisiana 4,657,757 25 6,600 21 1417 20 2,949,420 19 63.32% 3
23 Maine 1,362,359 42 1,574 41 115.5 28 419,523 44 30.79% 50
24 Maryland 6,177,224 18 5,715 27 92.5 39 2,685,338 24 43.47% 36
25 Massachusetts 7,029,917 15 4,357 31 62.0 49 3,419,370 14 48.64% 24
26 Michigan 10,077,331 10 9,694 13 96.2 36 3,998,585 1 39.68% 43
27 Minnesota 5,706,494 22 5,970 26 104.6 32 2,824,374 22 49.49% 21
28 Mississippi 2,961,279 34 7,182 19 2425 2 1,759,935 29 59.43% 5
29 Missouri 6,154,913 19 9,058 14 1472 18 2,979,494 18 48.41% 25
30 Montana 1,084,225 44 1,766 40 162.9 13 377,713 47 34.84% 48
31 Nebraska 1,961,504 37 2,856 36 145.6 19 966,578 38 49.28% 23
32 Nevada 3,104,614 32 1,540 42 49.6 51 1,291,778 35 41.61% 38
33 New Hampshire 1,377,529 41 1,048 46 76.1 43 374,948 48 27.22% 51
34 New Jersey 9,288,994 1" 6,071 24 65.4 47 4,846,460 10 52.17% 15
35 New Mexico 2,117,522 36 2,405 38 113.6 29 1,111,977 36 52.51% 14
36 New York 20,201,249 4 13,828 7 68.5 46 10,347,548 3 51.22% 18
37 North Carolina 10,439,388 9 16,200 4 155.2 16 5,443,737 8 52.15% 16
38 North Dakota 779,094 47 1,452 43 186.4 7 428,647 43 55.02% 1"
39 Ohio 11,799,448 7 13,906 6 17.9 26 5,646,238 7 47.85% 27
40 Oklahoma 3,959,353 28 7,166 20 181.0 9 2,422,123 26 61.17% 4
41 Oregon 4,237,256 27 4,072 33 96.1 37 1,405,973 33 33.18% 49
42 Pennsylvania 13,002,700 5 15,135 5 116.4 27 6,097,345 6 46.89% 30
44 Rhode Island 1,097,379 43 708 51 64.5 48 565,251 41 51.51% 17
45 South Carolina 5,118,425 23 8,205 16 160.3 14 2,695,900 23 52.67% 13
46 South Dakota 886,667 46 1,944 39 219.2 4 491,026 42 55.38% 9
47 Tennessee 6,910,840 16 13,397 8 193.9 6 3,844,957 13 55.64% 8
48 Texas 29,145,505 2 29,750 1 102.1 33 16,045,479 2 55.05% 10
49 Utah 3,271,616 30 6,018 25 183.9 8 2,489,571 25 76.10% 1
50 Vermont 643,077 50 823 49 128.0 23 242,017 50 37.63% 45
51 Virginia 8,631,393 12 10,465 12 1212 24 3,970,305 12 46.00% 32
53 Washington 7,705,281 13 6,196 22 80.4 41 3,184,751 16 41.33% 41
54 West Virginia 1,793,716 39 4,072 33 227.0 3 677,633 39 37.78% 44
55 Wisconsin 5,893,718 20 6,183 23 104.9 31 2,831,594 21 48.04% 26
56 Wyoming 576,851 51 958 48 166.1 12 233,016 51 40.39% 42
Totals 331,449,281 356,642 107.6 161,224,088 48.64%
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Table 2: State Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020

-—L argest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Southern Baptist Convention 3,265 30.4% Southern Baptist Convention 1,255,396  39.3% 0.6776 9
Non-denominational Christian Churches 194 15.3%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 73930 28.7% 0.5413 47
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 932 17.8% Catholic Church 1,622,410  48.3% 0.6261 32
Southern Baptist Convention 1,551 20.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 607,751  34.9% 0.6649 16
Southern Baptist Convention 2,323  9.9% Catholic Church 10,361,743  58.5% 06177 33
Non-denominational Christian Churches 568 13.1%  Catholic Church 873,236  42.7% 0.5445 45
Non-denominational Christian Churches 487 16.9%  Catholic Church 1,024,927  60.0% 0.6334 31
Non-denominational Christian Churches 210 21.7%  Catholic Church 197,094  48.1% 0.6035 37
Non-denominational Christian Churches 145 19.3% Catholic Church 81,735 21.0% 0.7507 1
Non-denominational Christian Churches 3,287 18.8%  Catholic Church 4,097,067  40.4% 0.6479 27
Southern Baptist Convention 3,561 27.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 1,584,393  29.1% 0.6744 1"
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 142 10.0% Catholic Church 269,726  44.7% 0.6097 35
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 1,184 46.7%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 462,069 47.6% 0.6851 6
Non-denominational Christian Churches 1,383 11.4% Catholic Church 3,099,544  47.6% 0.6806 8
Non-denominational Christian Churches 1,164 12.9% Catholic Church 779477  27.3% 0.6130 34
United Methodist Church 735 15.2%  Catholic Church 470,487  32.9% 0.6371 29
United Methodist Church 630 13.6% Catholic Church 414939  30.7% 0.6487 26
Southern Baptist Convention 2,530 31.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 904,352  40.6% 0.6356 30
Southern Baptist Convention 1,633 24.7% Catholic Church 1,248,106  42.3% 0.7268 2
Non-denominational Christian Churches 210 13.3% Catholic Church 219,233  52.3% 0.4888 50
Non-denominational Christian Churches 917 16.0% Catholic Church 907,317  33.8% 0.6393 28
Catholic Church 593 13.6% Catholic Church 2,497,737  73.0% 0.6069 36
Non-denominational Christian Churches 1,267 13.1%  Catholic Church 1,492,732 37.3% 0.5956 41
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 999 16.7%  Catholic Church 1,111,644 39.4% 0.6740 12
Southern Baptist Convention 2,147 29.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 830,229 47.2% 0.6698 14
Southern Baptist Convention 1,957 21.6% Catholic Church 769,057  25.8% 0.6560 23
Catholic Church 195 11.0% Catholic Church 112,389  29.8% 0.5415 46
United Methodist Church 362 12.7% Catholic Church 375,287  38.8% 0.6709 13
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 353  22.9% Catholic Church 766,102 59.3% 0.5897 42
United Church of Christ 132 12.6% Catholic Church 220,305 58.8% 0.4406 51
Catholic Church 673 11.1% Catholic Church 2,971,461  61.3% 0.6623 18
Catholic Church 439 18.3% Catholic Church 633,259  56.9% 0.6664 15
Catholic Church 1451  10.5%  Catholic Church 6,191,464 59.8% 0.6610 20
Southern Baptist Convention 4,374 27.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 1,324,747  24.3% 0.6826 7
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 367 25.3% Catholic Church 164,843  38.5% 0.6969 5
Non-denominational Christian Churches 1,867 13.4% Catholic Church 1,820,233  32.2% 0.6600 21
Southern Baptist Convention 1,781 24.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 775,607  32.0% 0.6627 17
Non-denominational Christian Churches 706 17.3%  Catholic Church 480,618  34.2% 0.5223 48
United Methodist Church 1,986 13.1%  Catholic Church 2,845,841  46.7% 0.6501 24
Catholic Church 142 20.1% Catholic Church 445597  78.8% 0.5969 40
Southern Baptist Convention 2,109 25.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 816,405 30.3% 0.6767 10
Non-denominational Christian Churches 281 14.5% Catholic Church 132,805 27.0% 0.7051 3
Southern Baptist Convention 3,151  23.5%  Southern Baptist Convention 1,310,341 34.1% 0.6614 19
Southern Baptist Convention 7,935 26.7%  Catholic Church 5,905,142  36.8% 0.6986 4
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 5239 87.1%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 2,126,216  85.4% 0.5157 49
United Church of Christ 129 15.7% Catholic Church 134,208 55.5% 0.5588 44
Southern Baptist Convention 2,030 19.4% Catholic Church 888,163  22.4% 0.6489 25
Non-denominational Christian Churches 764 12.3%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 1,103,660 34.7% 0.6000 39
United Methodist Church 1,041 25.6% Non-denominational Christian Churches 152,518  22.5% 0.5661 43
Catholic Church 752 12.2%  Catholic Church 1,237,342 43.7% 0.6574 22
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 172 18.0% Catholic Church 69,500 29.8% 0.6022 38
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

CBSA 2020 Population  #of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of  Adherents as % of as % of
Code Metropolitan/Micropolitan Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
10100  Aberdeen, SD Micro Area 42,287 672 101 553 238.8 158 31,367 510 74.18% 41
10140  Aberdeen, WA Micro Area 75,636 463 92 597 121.6 639 21,494 648 28.42% 879
10180  Abilene, TX Metro Area 176,579 245 303 190 171.6 388 106,122 207 60.10% 194
10220  Ada, OK Micro Area 38,065 Akl 102 543 268.0 91 25,999 573 68.30% 85
10300  Adrian, MI Micro Area 99,423 390 123 474 123.7 630 33,427 484 33.62% 809
10420  Akron, OH Metro Area 702,219 83 641 100 91.3 789 305,830 90 43.55% 572
10460  Alamogordo, NM Micro Area 67,839 484 85 642 125.3 623 21,998 645 32.43% 826
10500 Albany, GA Metro Area 148,922 292 247 237 165.9 414 72,322 268 48.56% 436
10540  Albany-Lebanon, OR Metro Area 128,610 325 155 384 120.5 642 45,515 386 35.39% 778
10580  Albany-Schenectady-Troy, NY Metro Area 899,262 63 692 91 77.0 853 340,089 81 37.82% 718
10620  Albemarle, NC Micro Area 62,504 517 150 393 240.0 155 37,097 441 59.35% 204
10660 Albert Lea, MN Micro Area 30,895 806 60 782 194.2 294 18,178 705 58.84% 212
10700  Albertville, AL Micro Area 97,612 397 217 276 222.3 210 63,093 297 64.64% 17
10740  Albuquerque, NM Metro Area 916,528 61 664 94 724 875 500,193 59 54.57% 286
10760 Alexander City, AL Micro Area 51,698 587 177 339 3424 15 35,103 466 67.90% 87
10780 Alexandria, LA Metro Area 152,192 286 361 168 237.2 165 105,014 209 69.00% 75
10820 Alexandria, MN Micro Area 39,006 700 62 769 158.9 462 22,957 628 58.86% 21
10860  Alice, TX Micro Area 48,722 607 66 749 135.5 583 37,466 440 76.90% 34
10900  Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton, PA-NJ Metro Area 861,889 69 734 79 85.2 821 349,025 79 40.50% 639
10940  Alma, MI Micro Area 41,761 676 64 756 153.3 487 10,053 887 24.07% 9N
10980  Alpena, Ml Micro Area 28,907 819 46 858 159.1 459 10,203 883 35.30% 780
11020  Altoona, PA Metro Area 122,822 336 225 264 183.2 333 51,864 350 42.23% 607
11060  Altus, OK Micro Area 24,785 857 61 77 246.1 137 16,366 744 66.03% 103
11100  Amarillo, TX Metro Area 268,691 183 338 174 125.8 619 166,194 147 61.85% 162
11140  Americus, GA Micro Area 34,163 772 77 695 2254 197 19,502 687 57.09% 233
11180  Ames, IA Metro Area 125,252 332 151 392 120.6 641 46,251 383 36.93% 738
11220  Amsterdam, NY Micro Area 49,532 598 76 698 153.4 486 23,799 617 48.05% 451
11260  Anchorage, AK Metro Area 398,328 138 487 133 122.3 637 142,340 170 35.73% 769
11380  Andrews, TX Micro Area 18,610 907 27 914 145.1 532 12,171 839 65.40% 108
11420 Angola, IN Micro Area 34,435 766 56 805 162.6 435 13,594 810 39.48% 667
11460  Ann Arbor, Ml Metro Area 372,258 148 302 192 81.1 835 118,242 192 31.76% 838
11500  Anniston-Oxford, AL Metro Area 116,441 352 286 205 2456 138 83,651 247 71.84% 55
11540  Appleton, WI Metro Area 243,147 195 165 362 67.9 892 147,979 161 60.86% 185
11580  Arcadia, FL Micro Area 33,976 775 57 797 167.8 405 11,478 848 33.78% 806
11620  Ardmore, OK Micro Area 58,149 540 146 403 2511 125 45,664 385 78.53% 29
11660  Arkadelphia, AR Micro Area 21,446 884 99 565 461.6 3 16,891 734 78.76% 28
11700  Asheville, NC Metro Area 469,015 120 766 73 163.3 429 247,458 114 52.76% 339
11740  Ashland, OH Micro Area 52,447 583 135 435 2574 107 23,342 623 44.51% 542
11780  Ashtabula, OH Micro Area 97,574 399 163 364 167.1 406 36,033 454 36.93% 737
11820  Astoria, OR Micro Area 41,072 681 48 846 116.9 665 12,622 828 30.73% 851
11860  Atchison, KS Micro Area 16,348 918 30 911 183.5 331 9,111 901 55.73% 262
11900  Athens, OH Micro Area 62,431 518 97 580 155.4 479 11,994 841 19.21% 925
11940  Athens, TN Micro Area 53,276 575 153 388 287.2 63 36,546 447 68.60% 80
11980  Athens, TX Micro Area 82,150 437 173 345 210.6 237 39,838 424 48.49% 439
12020  Athens-Clarke County, GA Metro Area 215415 213 251 234 116.5 669 81,783 253 37.97% 712
12060  Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Alpharetta, GA Metro Area 6,089,815 9 4,973 7 81.7 831 3,128,928 6 51.38% 373
12100  Atlantic City-Hammonton, NJ Metro Area 274,534 180 233 255 84.9 825 147,942 162 53.89% 306
12120  Atmore, AL Micro Area 36,757 737 115 498 3129 36 24,084 614 65.52% 106
12140 Auburn, IN Micro Area 43,265 661 74 708 171.0 393 15,211 774 35.16% 781
12180  Auburn, NY Micro Area 76,248 460 90 606 118.0 658 33,313 485 43.69% 568
12220  Auburn-Opelika, AL Metro Area 174,241 250 193 315 110.8 702 62,362 300 35.79% 766
12260  Augusta-Richmond County, GA-SC Metro Area 611,000 95 812 70 132.9 595 317,120 85 51.90% 356
12300  Augusta-Waterville, ME Micro Area 123,642 334 134 439 108.4 710 48,375 373 39.13% 680
12380  Austin, MN Micro Area 40,029 689 60 782 149.9 503 22,540 635 56.31% 247
12420  Austin-Round Rock-Georgetown, TX Metro Area 2,283,371 28 1,433 41 62.8 906 972,021 31 42.57% 599
12460 Bainbridge, GA Micro Area 29,367 812 83 658 282.6 69 15,957 756 54.34% 293
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020

-—L argest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Non-denominational Christian Churches 16 15.8% Catholic Church 12,083  38.5% 0.7548 3
Non-denominational Christian Churches 14 15.2% Non-denominational Christian Churches 7970  37.1% 0.4598 872
Southern Baptist Convention 97 32.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 45,383  42.8% 0.6386 338
Southern Baptist Convention 30 29.4% Southern Baptist Convention 10,246  39.4% 0.5929 561
Non-denominational Christian Churches 20 16.3% Catholic Church 9,279  27.8% 0.5224 790
Non-denominational Christian Churches 129 20.1% Catholic Church 121,296  39.7% 0.6225 412
Southern Baptist Convention 18 21.2% Catholic Church 7,369 33.5% 0.5121 810
Southern Baptist Convention 64 25.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 26,955 37.3% 0.6340 360
Non-denominational Christian Churches 25 16.1% Catholic Church 10,969 24.1% 0.5376 756
United Methodist Church 82 11.8% Catholic Church 199,722 58.7% 0.5585 701
Southern Baptist Convention 65 43.3% Southern Baptist Convention 19,203 51.8% 0.6576 246
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 23 38.3% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 10,508 57.8% 0.6656 216
Southern Baptist Convention 102 47.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 34,847 552% 0.6341 359
Catholic Church 94 142% Catholic Church 299,149  59.8% 0.6678 196
Southern Baptist Convention 75 42.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 19,475 55.5% 0.6334 362
Southern Baptist Convention 117  32.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 45647 43.5% 0.6786 150
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 13 21.0% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 7,938  34.6% 0.7181 31
Southern Baptist Convention 22 33.3% Catholic Church 26,288 70.2% 0.6166 449
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 102 13.9% Catholic Church 160,498  46.0% 0.5930 560
United Methodist Church 9 141% Catholic Church 1,918 19.1% 0.3978 908
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America; Non-denominational Christian Churches 4  8.7% Catholic Church 3,442 33.7% 0.5415 741
United Methodist Church 32 142% Catholic Church 15,048  29.0% 0.6114 478
Southern Baptist Convention 15 24.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 6,810 41.6% 0.6762 158
Southern Baptist Convention 78 23.1%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 55,364 33.3% 0.6477 288
Southern Baptist Convention 23 29.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 10,147  52.0% 0.6703 188
United Methodist Church 23 15.2% Catholic Church 1,170  24.2% 0.5623 683
Amish Groups, undifferentiated 15 19.7% Catholic Church 15,575 65.4% 0.6193 432
Non-denominational Christian Churches 97 19.9% Non-denominational Christian Churches 43,256  30.4% 0.5441 733
Southern Baptist Convention 6 22.2% Southern Baptist Convention 3,658 30.1% 0.6724 178
United Methodist Church 9 16.1% Catholic Church 2818  20.7% 0.5882 581
Non-denominational Christian Churches 42 13.9% Catholic Church 35,959  30.4% 0.5141 807
Southern Baptist Convention 88 30.8% Southern Baptist Convention 40,910 48.9% 0.5932 558
Catholic Church 31 18.8% Catholic Church 74,068 50.1% 0.7011 73
Southern Baptist Convention 11 19.3% Southern Baptist Convention 3,640 31.7% 0.5240 787
Southern Baptist Convention 42 28.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 20,876  45.7% 0.6672 201
Southern Baptist Convention 32 32.3% Southern Baptist Convention 9,043  53.5% 0.5855 597
Southern Baptist Convention 303 39.6% Southern Baptist Convention 106,900 43.2% 0.6517 269
Amish Groups, undifferentiated 23 17.0% Non-denominational Christian Churches 10,990 47.1% 0.5907 571
Amish Groups, undifferentiated 33 20.2% Catholic Church 9,840 27.3% 0.5601 698
Non-denominational Christian Churches 8 16.7% Non-denominational Christian Churches 5550 44.0% 0.4850 846
Catholic Church 5 16.7% Catholic Church 4171 45.8% 0.7021 69
United Methodist Church 23 23.7%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 3,230 26.9% 0.3349 925
Southern Baptist Convention 68 44.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 24,573  67.2% 0.5729 642
Southern Baptist Convention 55 31.8% Southern Baptist Convention 16,039  40.3% 0.6206 426
Southern Baptist Convention 74 29.5%  Southern Baptist Convention 23,858 29.2% 0.5687 661
Southern Baptist Convention 1,171  23.5% Catholic Church 653,926  20.9% 0.6932 100
Non-denominational Christian Churches 39 16.7% Catholic Church 83,430 56.4% 0.6807 138
Southern Baptist Convention 41 35.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 13,362  55.5% 0.5868 590
United Methodist Church 14 18.9% Non-denominational Christian Churches 3,520 23.1% 0.5300 773
Catholic Church 19 21.1% Catholic Church 24,091 72.3% 0.5782 619
Southern Baptist Convention 37 19.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 18,086  29.0% 0.5464 727
Southern Baptist Convention 214 26.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 106,950 33.7% 0.6670 204
American Baptist Churches in the USA 20 14.9% Catholic Church 25,088 51.9% 0.5762 628
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 12 20.0% Catholic Church 8,892  39.4% 0.6911 109
Southern Baptist Convention 325 22.7% Catholic Church 428,877 44.1% 0.6143 463
Southern Baptist Convention 28 33.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 7,865 49.3% 0.6584 243
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

CBSA 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code Metropolitan/Micropolitan Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
12540 Bakersfield, CA Metro Area 909,235 62 618 101 68.0 891 414,265 69 45.56% 516
12580 Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, MD Metro Area 2,844,510 20 2,310 21 81.2 834 1,119,677 26 39.36% 674
12620  Bangor, ME Metro Area 152,199 285 174 343 114.3 683 44,279 3% 29.09% 874
12660 Baraboo, WI Micro Area 65,763 497 90 606 136.9 575 32,247 498 49.04% 422
12680  Bardstown, KY Micro Area 46,738 624 64 756 136.9 574 20,882 660 44.68% 537
12700  Barnstable Town, MA Metro Area 228,996 201 175 341 76.4 855 82,694 249 36.11% 757
12740  Barre, VT Micro Area 59,807 531 88 623 1471 518 25,435 584 42.53% 600
12780 Bartlesville, OK Micro Area 52,455 582 100 557 190.6 304 43,751 399 83.41% 14
12860 Batavia, NY Micro Area 58,388 539 67 745 114.7 680 25,034 591 42.88% 590
12900 Batesville, AR Micro Area 55,209 562 187 325 338.7 20 39,055 432 70.74% 64
12940  Baton Rouge, LA Metro Area 870,569 66 995 59 114.3 684 493,192 60 56.65% 240
12980 Battle Creek, Ml Metro Area 134,310 315 169 355 125.8 618 43,340 402 32.27% 831
13020 Bay City, MI Metro Area 103,856 377 89 614 85.7 816 41,202 413 39.67% 660
13060 Bay City, TX Micro Area 36,255 743 80 674 220.7 215 20,212 672 55.75% 261
13100  Beatrice, NE Micro Area 21,704 879 53 820 2442 141 13,309 816 61.32% 176
13140  Beaumont-Port Arthur, TX Metro Area 397,565 139 648 97 163.0 431 255,602 109 64.29% 124
13180  Beaver Dam, WI Micro Area 89,396 414 102 543 1141 686 39,414 428 44.09% 556
13220  Beckley, WV Metro Area 115,079 353 254 230 220.7 214 38,301 436 33.28% 814
13260  Bedford, IN Micro Area 45,011 645 88 623 195.5 287 17,935 714 39.85% 656
13300 Beeville, TX Micro Area 31,047 800 47 854 151.4 496 16,561 738 53.34% 322
13340 Bellefontaine, OH Micro Area 46,150 630 86 637 186.3 319 17,859 717 38.70% 691
13380  Bellingham, WA Metro Area 226,847 202 217 276 95.7 77 99,143 218 43.70% 566
13420  Bemidji, MN Micro Area 46,228 629 69 731 149.3 506 16,133 751 34.90% 787
13460 Bend, OR Metro Area 198,253 228 154 387 7.7 849 58,167 318 29.34% 866
13500  Bennettsville, SC Micro Area 26,667 840 78 688 292.5 59 11,242 858 42.16% 608
13540  Bennington, VT Micro Area 37,347 723 52 822 139.2 560 14,385 788 38.52% 699
13620  Berlin, NH Micro Area 31,268 797 53 820 169.5 399 10,105 885 32.32% 828
13660 Big Rapids, MI Micro Area 39,714 693 56 805 141.0 555 11,639 845 29.31% 867
13700  Big Spring, TX Micro Area 34,860 758 62 769 177.9 359 19,255 692 55.24% 271
13720  Big Stone Gap, VA Micro Area 39,817 690 105 534 263.7 100 12,761 823 32.05% 836
13740  Billings, MT Metro Area 184,167 235 208 290 112.9 691 60,686 310 32.95% 818
13780  Binghamton, NY Metro Area 247,138 193 282 210 1141 685 106,331 206 43.02% 584
13820  Birmingham-Hoover, AL Metro Area 1,115,289 50 1,959 27 175.6 368 763,046 45 68.42% 83
13900  Bismarck, ND Metro Area 133,626 318 137 426 102.5 736 78,684 256 58.88% 210
13940  Blackfoot, ID Micro Area 47,992 612 98 572 204.2 255 25,977 574 54.13% 304
13980  Blacksburg-Christiansburg, VA Metro Area 166,378 262 294 199 176.7 362 61,350 305 36.87% 741
14010  Bloomington, IL Metro Area 170,954 256 179 335 104.7 728 75,652 262 44.25% 550
14020  Bloomington, IN Metro Area 161,039 267 186 327 115.5 673 44,518 393 27.64% 888
14100  Bloomsburg-Berwick, PA Metro Area 82,863 434 150 393 181.0 346 31,621 504 38.16% 705
14140  Bluefield, WV-VA Micro Area 106,363 370 285 207 268.0 92 45,386 387 42.67% 595
14160  Bluffton, IN Micro Area 28,180 826 68 739 2413 152 13,770 806 48.86% 427
14180  Blytheville, AR Micro Area 40,685 684 157 377 385.9 1 29,858 527 73.39% 45
14220  Bogalusa, LA Micro Area 45,463 639 115 498 253.0 121 24,423 601 53.72% 310
14260 Boise City, ID Metro Area 764,718 77 704 89 92.1 787 348,234 80 45.54% 517
14300  Bonham, TX Micro Area 35,662 751 107 528 300.0 51 17,755 719 49.79% 410
14380  Boone, NC Micro Area 54,086 569 94 590 173.8 375 23,195 624 42.89% 589
14420  Borger, TX Micro Area 20,617 893 55 813 266.8 94 10,947 869 53.10% 330
14460  Boston-Cambridge-Newton, MA-NH Metro Area 4,941,632 10 2,835 14 574 918 2,487,613 10 50.34% 399
14500  Boulder, CO Metro Area 330,758 155 205 295 62.0 909 120,402 189 36.40% 755
14540  Bowling Green, KY Metro Area 179,639 244 285 207 158.7 463 88,948 236 49.51% 415
14580  Bozeman, MT Micro Area 118,960 343 108 525 90.8 794 35,145 465 29.54% 864
14620  Bradford, PA Micro Area 40,432 685 84 651 207.8 247 14,850 780 36.73% 746
14660  Brainerd, MN Micro Area 96,189 401 136 430 141.4 551 35,982 455 37.41% 726
14700  Branson, MO Micro Area 56,066 553 84 651 149.8 504 24,248 607 43.25% 578
14720  Breckenridge, CO Micro Area 31,055 799 22 924 70.8 880 9,707 891 31.26% 845
14740  Bremerton-Silverdale-Port Orchard, WA Metro Area 275,611 179 218 274 79.1 840 121,620 186 44.13% 553
14780  Brenham, TX Micro Area 35,805 749 70 728 195.5 288 25,581 583 71.45% 57
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Southern Baptist Convention 71 11.5% Catholic Church 236,456  57.1% 0.6179 442
Non-denominational Christian Churches 409 17.7% Catholic Church 352,305 31.5% 0.5996 523
Non-denominational Christian Churches 28 16.1% Catholic Church 23,643 53.4% 0.4665 868
United Methodist Church 12 13.3% Catholic Church 12,163  37.7% 0.6632 227
Southern Baptist Convention 21 32.8% Catholic Church 9,965 47.7% 0.6159 455
Catholic Church 20 11.4% Catholic Church 54,830 66.3% 0.5297 774
United Methodist Church 14 15.9% Catholic Church 15,369  60.4% 0.5944 546
Southern Baptist Convention 22 22.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 13,645 31.2% 0.5870 588
United Methodist Church 11 16.4% Catholic Church 16,599  66.3% 0.5843 603
Southern Baptist Convention 41 21.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 13,281  34.0% 0.5821 607
Non-denominational Christian Churches 270 27.1%  Catholic Church 174,410 35.4% 0.7048 61
Non-denominational Christian Churches 20 11.8% Catholic Church 11,337 26.2% 0.5122 809
Catholic Church; Non-denominational Christian Churches 13 14.6% Catholic Church 20,658 50.1% 0.5727 644
Southern Baptist Convention 20 25.0% Catholic Church 7,463  36.9% 0.6879 17
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 10 18.9% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 5119 38.5% 0.7001 77
Southern Baptist Convention 174 26.9% Catholic Church 83,562 32.7% 0.7376 8
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 19 18.6% Catholic Church 12,856  32.6% 0.6171 448
United Methodist Church 38 15.0% American Baptist Churches in the USA 7,604 19.9% 0.5198 798
Churches of Christ 14 15.9% Non-denominational Christian Churches 4460 24.9% 0.5557 707
Southern Baptist Convention 13 27.7%  Catholic Church 9,454  57.1% 0.6623 233
United Methodist Church 18 20.9%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 4510 25.3% 0.5604 696
Non-denominational Christian Churches 39 18.0% Non-denominational Christian Churches 48,630 49.1% 0.5966 535
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 12 17.4% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 5207  32.3% 0.5395 751
Non-denominational Christian Churches 27 17.5% Non-denominational Christian Churches 22,254 38.3% 0.4703 863
United Methodist Church 28 35.9% Non-denominational Christian Churches 2,450 21.8% 0.6039 504
Southern Baptist Convention 8 154% Catholic Church 8,399  58.4% 0.5621 686
United Methodist Church 9 17.0% Catholic Church 6,133  60.7% 0.4986 828
Amish Groups, undifferentiated; United Methodist Church 8 14.3% Catholic Church 4406 37.9% 0.4714 862
Southern Baptist Convention 24 38.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 6,671 34.6% 0.6700 190
Southern Baptist Convention 20 19.0% Southern Baptist Convention 4291  33.6% 0.4808 853
Southern Baptist Convention 21 10.1% Catholic Church 13,608 22.4% 0.5201 797
United Methodist Church 58 20.6% Catholic Church 55,098 51.8% 0.6105 484
Southern Baptist Convention 563 28.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 272,871 35.8% 0.6934 99
Catholic Church 19 13.9% Catholic Church 38,251  48.6% 0.7082 55
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 70  71.4%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 22,820 87.8% 0.5622 685
United Methodist Church 68 23.1% Non-denominational Christian Churches 14,224 23.2% 0.5521 713
Non-denominational Christian Churches 23 12.8%  Christian Churches and Churches of Christ 11,521 15.2% 0.6263 393
Churches of Christ; Non-denominational Christian Churches 22 11.8% Non-denominational Christian Churches 10,234  23.0% 0.4501 880
United Methodist Church 40 26.7% Catholic Church 7979  252% 0.5673 667
United Methodist Church 78 27.4% Non-denominational Christian Churches 13,416 29.6% 0.5749 636
Non-denominational Christian Churches 13 19.1% Non-denominational Christian Churches 2970  21.6% 0.6150 461
Southern Baptist Convention 37 23.6% Southern Baptist Convention 14,906 49.9% 0.6185 438
Southern Baptist Convention 37 322% Southern Baptist Convention 11,819  48.4% 0.6495 278
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 265 37.6%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 115,016 33.0% 0.6482 286
Southern Baptist Convention 42 39.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 10,962 61.7% 0.5906 573
Southern Baptist Convention 40 426% Southern Baptist Convention 9,874  426% 0.5954 540
Southern Baptist Convention 11 20.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 4711 43.0% 0.5957 539
Catholic Church 331 11.7% Catholic Church 1,827,900 73.5% 0.6135 467
Non-denominational Christian Churches 19 9.3% Catholic Church 52,807 43.9% 0.5525 712
Southern Baptist Convention 99 34.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 48,680 54.7% 0.6127 471
Non-denominational Christian Churches 13 12.0% Catholic Church 10,258  29.2% 0.4811 852
United Methodist Church 18 21.4% Catholic Church 4517  30.4% 0.5558 706
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 24 17.6% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 12,341 34.3% 0.5623 684
Non-denominational Christian Churches 17 20.2%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 8,780  36.2% 0.5399 747
Non-denominational Christian Churches; Southern Baptist Convention 4 18.2%  Catholic Church 5841 60.2% 0.4853 845
Non-denominational Christian Churches 34 15.6% Non-denominational Christian Churches 37810 31.1% 0.6146 462
Southern Baptist Convention 15 21.4% Catholic Church 9,219 36.0% 0.7678 1
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

CBSA 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code Metropolitan/Micropolitan Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
14820  Brevard, NC Micro Area 32,986 783 66 749 2001 267 17,741 720 53.78% 308
14860 Bridgeport-Stamford-Norwalk, CT Metro Area 957,419 59 746 77 77.9 846 540,412 55 56.44% 243
15020  Brookhaven, MS Micro Area 34,907 757 98 572 280.7 74 23,889 616 68.44% 82
15060  Brookings, OR Micro Area 23,446 866 38 894 162.1 440 5,537 918 23.62% 914
15100  Brookings, SD Micro Area 34,375 767 56 805 162.9 432 17,397 728 50.61% 392
15140  Brownsville, TN Micro Area 17,864 910 77 695 431.0 5 11,476 849 64.24% 126
15180  Brownsville-Harlingen, TX Metro Area 421,017 130 369 163 87.6 805 229,673 120 54.55% 289
15220  Brownwood, TX Micro Area 38,095 710 85 642 2231 207 23,777 618 62.42% 153
15260  Brunswick, GA Metro Area 113,495 358 188 323 165.6 416 51,093 358 45.02% 533
15340  Bucyrus-Galion, OH Micro Area 42,025 674 86 637 204.6 253 24,477 600 58.24% 218
15380  Buffalo-Cheektowaga, NY Metro Area 1,166,902 49 930 66 79.7 838 751,392 46 64.39% 122
15420  Burley, ID Micro Area 46,268 628 9N 602 196.7 284 24,796 594 53.59% 316
15460  Burlington, IA-IL Micro Area 45,297 642 79 680 174.4 372 15,614 762 34.47% 791
15500  Burlington, NC Metro Area 171,415 254 246 240 1435 543 75,835 261 44.24% 551
15540  Burlington-South Burlington, VT Metro Area 225,562 204 178 338 78.9 841 110,685 199 49.07% 420
15580  Butte-Silver Bow, MT Micro Area 35,133 755 41 884 116.7 668 15,379 768 43.77% 563
15620  Cadillac, MI Micro Area 48,725 606 82 660 168.3 402 15,063 776 30.91% 849
15660  Calhoun, GA Micro Area 57,544 544 92 597 159.9 451 32,694 491 56.82% 238
15680  California-Lexington Park, MD Metro Area 13,777 357 88 623 77.3 851 50,430 362 44.32% 546
15700  Cambridge, MD Micro Area 32,531 789 81 670 249.0 128 11,588 846 35.62% 771
15740  Cambridge, OH Micro Area 38,438 707 96 583 249.8 126 13,748 807 35.77% 767
15780  Camden, AR Micro Area 27,389 833 181 332 660.8 1 28,808 536 105.18% 1
15820  Campbellsville, KY Micro Area 37,130 725 116 494 3124 37 27,503 552 74.07% 43
15860  CaQon City, CO Micro Area 48,939 602 56 805 114.4 682 13,031 820 26.63% 897
15940  Canton-Massillon, OH Metro Area 401,574 137 491 131 122.3 636 187,196 131 46.62% 488
15980  Cape Coral-Fort Myers, FL Metro Area 760,822 78 480 137 63.1 904 316,947 86 41.66% 618
16020 Cape Girardeau, MO-IL Metro Area 97,517 400 179 335 183.6 330 54,568 338 55.96% 255
16060  Carbondale-Marion, IL Metro Area 133,435 320 264 227 197.8 217 52,721 346 39.51% 663
16100  Carlsbad-Artesia, NM Micro Area 62,314 519 88 623 1412 553 32,666 492 52.42% 344
16140  Carroll, IA Micro Area 20,760 891 41 884 1975 280 17,026 733 82.01% 23
16180  Carson City, NV Metro Area 58,639 536 39 891 66.5 897 20,143 675 34.35% 796
16220  Casper, WY Metro Area 79,955 446 87 632 108.8 709 32,557 493 40.72% 635
16260  Cedar City, UT Micro Area 57,289 546 94 590 164.1 424 31,022 515 54.15% 302
16300 Cedar Rapids, |A Metro Area 276,520 178 217 212 100.2 744 124,403 183 44.99% 534
16340  Cedartown, GA Micro Area 42,853 665 78 688 182.0 340 27,227 554 63.54% 135
16380  Celina, OH Micro Area 42,528 670 76 698 178.7 357 32,987 488 77.57% 31
16420  Central City, KY Micro Area 30,928 804 98 572 316.9 34 22,913 629 74.08% 42
16460 Centralia, IL Micro Area 37,729 "7 106 530 281.0 73 19,354 689 51.30% 374
16500  Centralia, WA Micro Area 82,149 438 103 540 125.4 622 30,129 525 36.68% 748
16540  Chambersburg-Waynesboro, PA Metro Area 155,932 274 254 230 162.9 433 51,148 357 32.80% 819
16580  Champaign-Urbana, IL Metro Area 222,538 207 241 247 108.3 Al 87,781 237 39.45% 669
16620  Charleston, WV Metro Area 258,859 190 551 115 212.9 233 97,906 221 37.82% "7
16660  Charleston-Mattoon, IL Micro Area 57,313 545 109 522 190.2 307 26,067 572 45.48% 519
16700  Charleston-North Charleston, SC Metro Area 799,636 74 948 64 118.6 652 356,789 78 44.62% 538
16740  Charlotte-Concord-Gastonia, NC-SC Metro Area 2,660,329 23 3,361 10 126.3 614 1,489,214 18 55.98% 254
16820  Charlottesville, VA Metro Area 221,524 209 287 203 129.6 602 89,179 235 40.26% 644
16860 Chattanooga, TN-GA Metro Area 562,647 101 1,029 56 182.9 337 301,691 92 53.62% 314
16940  Cheyenne, WY Metro Area 100,512 386 1M 514 1104 705 32,258 497 32.09% 834
16980  Chicago-Naperville-Elgin, IL-IN-WI Metro Area 9,618,502 3 6,323 4 65.7 899 5,037,231 3 52.37% 346
17020  Chico, CA Metro Area 211,632 215 191 318 90.3 797 61,268 306 28.95% 876
17060  Chillicothe, OH Micro Area 77,093 454 12 508 145.3 531 38,034 437 49.34% 416
17140  Cincinnati, OH-KY-IN Metro Area 2,256,884 30 2,053 25 91.0 791 1,161,351 24 51.46% 370
17220  Clarksburg, WV Micro Area 90,434 412 216 281 238.8 157 48,956 370 54.13% 303
17260  Clarksdale, MS Micro Area 21,390 885 52 822 2431 144 11,290 856 52.78% 338
17300  Clarksville, TN-KY Metro Area 320,535 162 498 126 155.4 480 162,027 152 50.55% 394
17340  Clearlake, CA Micro Area 68,163 483 80 674 174 662 20,698 663 30.37% 854
17380  Cleveland, MS Micro Area 30,985 802 96 583 309.8 41 16,523 740 53.33% 323
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Southern Baptist Convention 31 47.0% Southern Baptist Convention 8471  4AT.7% 0.6521 265
Non-denominational Christian Churches 132 17.7% Catholic Church 337,106 62.4% 0.6746 166
Southern Baptist Convention 43 43.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 16,725 70.0% 0.5759 631
Non-denominational Christian Churches 5 13.2%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 1,278 23.1% 0.4025 906
Non-denominational Christian Churches 8 14.3% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 4956  28.5% 0.6726 177
Non-denominational Christian Churches 17 221%  Southern Baptist Convention 3,737 32.6% 0.7108 49
Southern Baptist Convention 66 17.9% Catholic Church 154,782  67.4% 0.6405 324
Southern Baptist Convention 41 48.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 13,300 55.9% 0.6164 450
Southern Baptist Convention 39 20.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 14,372 28.1% 0.6230 406
Non-denominational Christian Churches 17 19.8%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 9,370  38.3% 0.6997 79
Catholic Church 121 13.0% Catholic Church 505,341  67.3% 0.6759 160
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 52 57.1%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 16,952 68.4% 0.6389 334
United Methodist Church 17 21.5% Catholic Church 4,054  26.0% 0.5371 757
Southern Baptist Convention 49 19.9% Non-denominational Christian Churches 16,532 21.8% 0.6270 392
United Methodist Church 32 18.0% Catholic Church 68,604 62.0% 0.6363 351
Catholic Church 11 26.8% Catholic Church MATT 72.7% 0.5779 621
Non-denominational Christian Churches 14 17.1% Non-denominational Christian Churches 469 31.2% 04777 856
Southern Baptist Convention 36 39.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 13,658 41.8% 0.6734 174
Catholic Church 17 19.3% Catholic Church 25,162  49.9% 0.6215 419
United Methodist Church 39 48.1%  United Methodist Church 4373 37.7% 0.5442 732
United Methodist Church 23 240%  United Methodist Church 3,178 23.1% 0.5439 735
Southern Baptist Convention 29 16.0% Southern Baptist Convention 9,629 33.4% 0.4842 847
Southern Baptist Convention 51 44.0% Southern Baptist Convention 15,288  55.6% 0.5906 572
Non-denominational Christian Churches 10 17.9% Catholic Church 4660 35.8% 0.4367 892
Non-denominational Christian Churches 89 18.1% Non-denominational Christian Churches 59,104  31.6% 0.6430 310
Non-denominational Christian Churches 79 16.5% Catholic Church 142,872  451% 0.5964 536
Southern Baptist Convention 39 21.8% Catholic Church 10,967 20.1% 0.6839 131
Southern Baptist Convention 62 23.5% Southern Baptist Convention 16,695 31.7% 0.5692 655
Southern Baptist Convention 17 19.3%  Catholic Church 13,353 40.9% 0.6807 139
Catholic Church 12 29.3% Catholic Church 9,722 57.1% 0.6841 130
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 7 17.9% Catholic Church 11,303 56.1% 0.5252 785
Non-denominational Christian Churches 16 18.4% Catholic Church 8,678 26.7% 0.5968 533
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 75 79.8%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 25,575 82.4% 0.5861 595
United Methodist Church 40 14.4% Catholic Church 46,365 37.3% 0.6400 328
Southern Baptist Convention 35 44.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 14,640 53.8% 0.6723 180
Catholic Church 22 28.9% Catholic Church 22,244 67.4% 0.6456 299
Southern Baptist Convention 48 49.0% Southern Baptist Convention 17,609 76.9% 0.5201 796
Southern Baptist Convention 21 19.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 4526 23.4% 0.6130 469
Assemblies of God 17 16.5%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 7,340  24.4% 0.5470 725
Non-denominational Christian Churches 36 14.2% Non-denominational Christian Churches 10,334 20.2% 0.5107 811
United Methodist Church 35 14.5% Catholic Church 24,867 28.3% 0.5896 576
United Methodist Church 79 14.3% Non-denominational Christian Churches 24,450  25.0% 0.5676 666
United Methodist Church 15 13.8% Catholic Church 6,170  23.7% 0.6139 465
Non-denominational Christian Churches 156  16.5%  Catholic Church 92,122 25.8% 0.6418 315
Southern Baptist Convention 845 25.1%  Catholic Church 320,816 21.5% 0.7110 48
Southern Baptist Convention 81 282% Catholic Church 21,561  24.2% 0.5951 543
Non-denominational Christian Churches 243 23.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 110,621  36.7% 0.6333 363
Non-denominational Christian Churches 14 12.6% Catholic Church 14,509  45.0% 0.5087 815
Non-denominational Christian Churches 893 14.1% Catholic Church 2,750,946  54.6% 0.6794 147
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; Southern Baptist Convention 16 84% Catholic Church 22,429  36.6% 0.4728 860
United Methodist Church 24 214% Non-denominational Christian Churches 22,470  59.1% 0.5940 550
Southern Baptist Convention 312 152% Catholic Church 383,647  33.0% 0.6709 186
United Methodist Church 67 31.0% Non-denominational Christian Churches 14,320  29.3% 0.6922 106
Southern Baptist Convention 12 23.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 4305 38.1% 0.6731 175
Southern Baptist Convention 134  26.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 65,476  40.4% 0.6222 413
Southern Baptist Convention 10 12.5% Catholic Church 12,377 59.8% 04778 855
Southern Baptist Convention 23  24.0% Southern Baptist Convention 4807 29.1% 0.6628 229
2020 U.S. Religion Census * usreligioncensus.org 103



Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

CBSA 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code Metropolitan/Micropolitan Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
17420  Cleveland, TN Metro Area 126,164 329 290 202 229.9 183 79,561 255 63.06% 139
17460  Cleveland-Elyria, OH Metro Area 2,088,251 34 1,773 33 84.9 824 1,159,634 25 55.53% 265
17500  Clewiston, FL Micro Area 39,619 695 59 787 148.9 507 16,277 746 41.08% 630
17540  Clinton, IA Micro Area 46,460 625 4l 725 152.8 489 22,474 638 48.37% 445
17580  Clovis, NM Micro Area 48,430 608 66 749 136.3 577 26,251 568 54.20% 298
17660  Coeur d’Alene, ID Metro Area 171,362 255 129 458 75.3 860 109,091 201 63.66% 132
17700  Coffeyville, KS Micro Area 31,486 794 98 572 3112 38 16,196 749 51.44% 371
17740  Coldwater, M Micro Area 44,862 647 70 728 156.0 475 15,232 773 33.95% 803
17780  College Station-Bryan, TX Metro Area 268,248 186 266 225 99.2 752 115,919 196 43.21% 580
17820  Colorado Springs, CO Metro Area 755,105 79 485 135 64.2 902 323,460 82 42.84% 591
17860  Columbia, MO Metro Area 210,864 216 267 222 126.6 611 82,011 251 38.89% 687
17900  Columbia, SC Metro Area 829,470 72 1,127 54 135.9 579 452,235 62 54.52% 290
17980  Columbus, GA-AL Metro Area 328,883 157 525 118 159.6 454 176,726 143 53.74% 309
18020  Columbus, IN Metro Area 82,208 436 110 518 133.8 590 39,263 430 47.76% 457
18060  Columbus, MS Micro Area 58,879 535 149 396 2531 119 49,602 367 84.24% 13
18100  Columbus, NE Micro Area 34,296 769 48 846 140.0 558 24,733 596 72.12% 52
18140  Columbus, OH Metro Area 2,138,926 32 1,913 29 89.4 798 922,993 33 43.15% 583
18180  Concord, NH Micro Area 153,808 282 133 445 86.5 808 42,321 41 27.52% 890
18220  Connersville, IN Micro Area 23,398 868 43 875 183.8 327 11,533 847 49.29% 417
18260  Cookeville, TN Micro Area 113,982 356 272 215 238.6 161 46,665 380 40.94% 632
18300  Coos Bay, OR Micro Area 64,929 505 95 586 146.3 525 17,414 727 26.82% 895
18380  Cordele, GA Micro Area 20,128 901 59 787 2931 57 11,376 852 56.52% 242
18420  Corinth, MS Micro Area 34,740 760 1M 514 319.5 31 25,279 587 72.77% 49
18460 Cornelia, GA Micro Area 46,031 634 79 680 171.6 387 24,008 615 52.16% 352
18500  Corning, NY Micro Area 93,584 407 150 393 160.3 447 35,291 463 37.711% 722
18580  Corpus Christi, TX Metro Area 421,933 129 437 145 103.6 734 268,432 104 63.62% 133
18620 Corsicana, TX Micro Area 52,624 578 12 508 212.8 234 23,703 620 45.04% 531
18660  Cortland, NY Micro Area 46,809 623 50 839 106.8 715 15,294 770 32.67% 820
18700  Corvallis, OR Metro Area 95,184 404 88 623 92.5 783 26,630 564 27.98% 883
18740  Coshocton, OH Micro Area 36,612 740 99 565 270.4 89 15,550 764 42.47% 603
18780  Craig, CO Micro Area 13,292 925 23 923 173.0 379 4,190 924 31.52% 839
18820  Crawfordsville, IN Micro Area 37,936 713 63 766 166.1 413 12,732 824 33.56% 812
18860  Crescent City, CA Micro Area 27,743 829 29 912 104.5 729 3,908 925 14.09% 927
18880  Crestview-Fort Walton Beach-Destin, FL Metro Area 286,973 171 339 173 118.1 657 139,020 173 48.44% 440
18900  Crossville, TN Micro Area 61,145 524 121 482 197.9 276 32,792 489 53.63% 313
18980  Cullman, AL Micro Area 87,866 416 224 265 254.9 114 55,013 335 62.61% 150
19000  Cullowhee, NC Micro Area 57,226 547 134 439 2342 170 24,332 605 42.52% 601
19060 Cumberland, MD-WV Metro Area 95,044 405 220 271 2315 177 37,940 438 39.92% 655
19100 Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington, TX Metro Area 7,637,387 4 6,507 3 85.2 819 4,136,103 4 54.16% 301
19140  Dalton, GA Metro Area 142,837 302 181 332 126.7 610 86,397 238 60.49% 189
19180  Danville, IL Metro Area 74,188 469 129 458 173.9 374 25,677 582 34.61% 790
19220  Danville, KY Micro Area 54,889 565 149 396 2715 87 35,473 460 64.63% 119
19260  Danville, VA Micro Area 103,091 381 234 253 227.0 191 56,530 329 54.84% 281
19300 Daphne-Fairhope-Foley, AL Metro Area 231,767 200 285 207 123.0 634 124,351 184 53.65% 312
19340  Davenport-Moline-Rock Island, IA-IL Metro Area 384,324 143 425 146 110.6 704 141,911 171 36.92% 740
19420  Dayton, TN Micro Area 32,870 785 9N 602 276.8 79 14,117 793 42.95% 585
19430  Dayton-Kettering, OH Metro Area 814,049 73 962 62 118.2 656 432,260 65 53.10% 329
19460 Decatur, AL Metro Area 156,494 272 351 171 2243 201 108,138 203 69.10% 74
19500  Decatur, IL Metro Area 103,998 376 144 406 138.5 564 48,119 375 46.27% 500
19540  Decatur, IN Micro Area 35,809 748 121 482 337.9 21 29,536 529 82.48% 19
19580 Defiance, OH Micro Area 38,286 709 79 680 206.3 250 31,468 509 82.19% 22
19620  Del Rio, TX Micro Area 47,586 615 56 805 "r7 660 19,774 683 41.55% 622
19660  Deltona-Daytona Beach-Ormond Beach, FL Metro Area 668,921 90 563 M 84.2 827 271,068 102 40.52% 637
19700  Deming, NM Micro Area 25,427 850 42 881 165.2 420 16,347 745 64.29% 125
19740  Denver-Aurora-Lakewood, CO Metro Area 2,963,821 19 1,665 37 56.2 920 1,018,862 28 34.38% 794
19760  DeRidder, LA Micro Area 36,549 741 99 565 270.9 88 25913 577 70.90% 60
19780 Des Moines-West Des Moines, IA Metro Area 709,466 82 715 84 100.8 742 277,093 100 39.06% 683
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Southern Baptist Convention 101 34.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 34,506 43.4% 0.5795 611
Non-denominational Christian Churches 201 11.3% Catholic Church 546,022 47.1% 0.7063 60
Southern Baptist Convention 10 16.9% Catholic Church 6,869 42.2% 0.5944 547
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 12 16.9% Catholic Church 7,689  34.2% 0.6633 226
Southern Baptist Convention 15 22.7%  Catholic Church 1,729  44.7% 0.6802 145
Non-denominational Christian Churches 26 20.2% Non-denominational Christian Churches 39,130  35.9% 0.6796 146
Non-denominational Christian Churches 13 13.3% Christian Churches and Churches of Christ 2,399  14.8% 0.6569 252
Amish Groups, undifferentiated 20 28.6% Catholic Church 4756  31.2% 0.5224 791
Southern Baptist Convention 64 24.1% Catholic Church 46,056  39.7% 0.6187 433
Non-denominational Christian Churches 88 18.1% Catholic Church 123,684  38.2% 0.6111 480
Southern Baptist Convention 50 18.7% Non-denominational Christian Churches 16,236 19.8% 0.5790 615
Southern Baptist Convention 232 20.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 102,603 22.7% 0.6959 92
Southern Baptist Convention 112 21.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 60,718  34.4% 0.6700 189
United Methodist Church 17 15.5% Non-denominational Christian Churches 10,300  26.2% 0.6209 424
Southern Baptist Convention 28 18.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 16,506  33.3% 0.6841 129
Catholic Church 8 16.7% Catholic Church 14,345  58.0% 0.7025 68
Non-denominational Christian Churches 270 14.1%  Catholic Church 251,141 27.2% 0.6249 397
United Church of Christ 21 15.8% Catholic Church 24,135 57.0% 0.4455 884
Non-denominational Christian Churches 11 25.6% Non-denominational Christian Churches 6,180  53.6% 0.6137 466
Churches of Christ 76 27.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 16,731 35.9% 0.5576 704
Non-denominational Christian Churches 21 221% Catholic Church 4189 24.1% 0.4424 887
Southern Baptist Convention 23 39.0% Southern Baptist Convention 6,891  60.6% 0.6460 298
Southern Baptist Convention 32 28.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 13,250 52.4% 0.5721 645
Southern Baptist Convention 31 39.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 10,826 45.1% 0.6296 374
United Methodist Church 27 18.0% Catholic Church 12,574 35.6% 0.5677 665
Southern Baptist Convention 112 25.6% Catholic Church 168,279  62.7% 0.6793 148
Southern Baptist Convention 35 31.3% Southern Baptist Convention 10,280 43.4% 0.6135 468
United Methodist Church 12 24.0% Catholic Church 8,874  58.0% 0.5022 826
Non-denominational Christian Churches 13 14.8% Catholic Church 12,881 48.4% 0.4568 873
Amish Groups, undifferentiated 30 30.3% Non-denominational Christian Churches 3,600 23.2% 0.5938 554
Southern Baptist Convention 3 13.0% Catholic Church 1,608 38.4% 0.5030 823
Christian Churches and Churches of Christ 15 23.8% Non-denominational Christian Churches 3,580 28.1% 0.5098 812
Assemblies of God; Jehovah’s Witnesses; United Methodist Church 3 10.3% Catholic Church 764 19.5% 0.2562 927
Southern Baptist Convention 94 27.7% Non-denominational Christian Churches 33,868 24.4% 0.6509 271
Southern Baptist Convention 32 26.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 10,741 32.8% 0.6249 398
Southern Baptist Convention 113 50.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 31,707  57.6% 0.5625 682
Southern Baptist Convention 68 50.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 11,553 47.5% 0.5820 608
United Methodist Church 62 28.2%  United Methodist Church 10,271 27.1% 0.5913 568
Southern Baptist Convention 1,893 29.1% Catholic Church 1,084,758  26.2% 0.7000 78
Southern Baptist Convention 66 36.5%  Southern Baptist Convention 35412 41.0% 0.6767 157
United Methodist Church 23 17.8% Non-denominational Christian Churches 4900 191% 0.5233 789
Southern Baptist Convention 55 36.9% Southern Baptist Convention 20,972 59.1% 0.6121 473
Southern Baptist Convention 65 27.8% Southern Baptist Convention 19,685 34.8% 0.6399 330
Southern Baptist Convention 68 23.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 37,107 29.8% 0.6756 161
United Methodist Church 45 10.6% Catholic Church 50,549  35.6% 0.5658 672
Southern Baptist Convention 22 242%  Southern Baptist Convention 7,049  49.9% 0.5635 678
Non-denominational Christian Churches 137 14.2% Non-denominational Christian Churches 127,556  29.5% 0.6877 18
Southern Baptist Convention 108 30.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 47612  44.0% 0.6044 503
United Methodist Church 18 12.5% Catholic Church 9,748  20.3% 0.6392 332
Amish Groups, undifferentiated 60 49.6%  Amish Groups, undifferentiated 8,088  27.4% 0.5923 563
Non-denominational Christian Churches 12 15.2% Non-denominational Christian Churches 14,540  46.2% 0.6440 308
Southern Baptist Convention 11 19.6% Catholic Church 10,524  53.2% 0.5884 580
Non-denominational Christian Churches 120 21.3% Catholic Church 99,567  36.7% 0.5920 565
Non-denominational Christian Churches 6 14.3% Catholic Church 10,155  62.1% 0.6913 108
Non-denominational Christian Churches 227 13.6% Catholic Church 476,253  46.7% 0.5328 766
Southern Baptist Convention 32 32.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 12,159  46.9% 0.6244 400
United Methodist Church 90 126% Catholic Church 85,839 31.0% 0.5880 582
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

CBSA 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code Metropolitan/Micropolitan Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
19820  Detroit-Warren-Dearborn, Ml Metro Area 4,392,041 14 3,015 " 68.6 888 1,923,087 13 43.79% 562
19860 Dickinson, ND Micro Area 34,591 762 50 839 1445 535 21,478 649 62.09% 157
19940  Dixon, IL Micro Area 34,145 773 59 787 172.8 381 15,651 761 45.84% 509
19980  Dodge City, KS Micro Area 34,287 770 48 846 140.0 557 20,288 670 59.17% 208
20020 Dothan, AL Metro Area 151,007 287 365 165 2417 150 116,163 195 76.93% 33
20060 Douglas, GA Micro Area 51,378 589 116 494 2258 195 22,176 642 43.16% 582
20100 Dover, DE Metro Area 181,851 237 199 305 109.4 708 57,218 324 31.46% 840
20140  Dublin, GA Micro Area 65,165 502 197 306 302.3 49 35,430 461 54.37% 291
20180 DuBois, PA Micro Area 80,562 444 194 314 240.8 154 32,398 495 40.21% 647
20220  Dubuque, IA Metro Area 99,266 391 85 642 85.6 817 55,054 333 55.46% 266
20260 Duluth, MN-WI Metro Area 291,638 170 390 157 133.7 591 103,259 212 35.41% 77
20300 Dumas, TX Micro Area 21,358 887 48 846 224.7 198 13,177 818 61.70% 163
20340  Duncan, OK Micro Area 42,848 666 100 557 2334 172 26,979 559 62.96% 142
20420 Durango, CO Micro Area 55,638 559 64 756 115.0 679 16,206 748 29.13% 873
20460 Durant, OK Micro Area 46,067 633 89 614 193.2 299 33,294 486 72.27% 51
20500  Durham-Chapel Hill, NC Metro Area 649,903 92 844 67 129.9 601 300,951 94 46.31% 499
20540  Dyersburg, TN Micro Area 36,801 733 1M 514 301.6 50 22,465 639 61.04% 181
20580 Eagle Pass, TX Micro Area 57,887 542 57 797 98.5 757 44,695 391 77.21% 32
20660 Easton, MD Micro Area 37,526 719 68 739 181.2 345 18,632 699 49.65% 414
20700 East Stroudsburg, PA Metro Area 168,327 259 132 449 784 844 61,697 303 36.65% 749
20740  Eau Claire, WI Metro Area 172,007 252 195 310 1134 689 69,212 280 40.24% 645
20780 Edwards, CO Micro Area 55,731 557 41 884 73.6 867 17,938 713 32.19% 832
20820  Effingham, IL Micro Area 34,668 761 62 769 178.8 356 19,947 680 57.54% 223
20900 EI Campo, TX Micro Area 41,570 679 82 660 197.3 282 30,481 521 73.32% 46
20940  El Centro, CA Metro Area 179,702 243 124 473 69.0 886 155,024 158 86.27% 8
20980  El Dorado, AR Micro Area 39,054 699 162 368 4148 6 32,122 499 82.25% 21
21020 Elizabeth City, NC Micro Area 53,573 572 17 491 2184 221 25,097 589 46.85% 479
21060  Elizabethtown-Fort Knox, KY Metro Area 155,572 276 245 242 157.5 469 70,350 272 45.22% 526
21120  Elk City, OK Micro Area 22,410 874 52 822 232.0 175 15,281 771 68.19% 86
21140  Elkhart-Goshen, IN Metro Area 207,047 221 343 172 165.7 415 94,940 226 45.85% 508
21180  Elkins, WV Micro Area 27,932 828 74 708 264.9 96 10,269 882 36.76% 745
21220  Elko, NV Micro Area 55,557 561 62 769 111.6 696 25,969 575 46.74% 483
21260  Ellensburg, WA Micro Area 44,337 654 44 868 99.2 750 11,320 854 25.53% 903
21300  Elmira, NY Metro Area 84,148 425 100 557 118.8 650 35,853 457 42.61% 598
21340  ElPaso, TX Metro Area 868,859 67 518 122 59.6 915 541,657 54 62.34% 154
21380  Emporia, KS Micro Area 34,751 759 63 766 181.3 344 15,250 772 43.88% 559
21420  Enid, OK Metro Area 62,846 514 109 522 1734 377 40,186 421 63.94% 129
21460  Enterprise, AL Micro Area 53,465 573 126 469 235.7 168 37,072 443 69.34% 73
21500 Erie, PA Metro Area 270,876 181 298 197 110.0 707 104,751 210 38.67% 693
21540  Escanaba, MI Micro Area 36,903 732 58 792 157.2 471 21,142 657 57.29% 228
21580  EspaQola, NM Micro Area 40,363 686 90 606 223.0 208 31,976 500 79.22% 27
21640 Eufaula, AL-GA Micro Area 27,458 832 102 543 3715 12 18,183 704 66.22% 102
21660 Eugene-Springfield, OR Metro Area 382,971 145 363 166 94.8 776 91,263 230 23.83% 913
21700 Eureka-Arcata, CA Micro Area 136,463 3N 157 377 115.0 677 26,215 570 19.21% 926
21740  Evanston, WY Micro Area 20,450 896 51 830 2494 127 12,710 827 62.15% 156
21780  Evansville, IN-KY Metro Area 314,049 164 395 155 125.8 620 144,426 166 45.99% 506
21820 Fairbanks, AK Metro Area 95,655 402 122 476 1275 609 28,903 534 30.22% 856
21840  Fairfield, IA Micro Area 15,663 919 35 905 2235 206 4,691 921 29.95% 859
21860 Fairmont, MN Micro Area 20,025 903 46 858 229.7 184 16,034 754 80.07% 26
21900  Fairmont, WV Micro Area 56,205 551 126 469 2242 203 26,277 567 46.75% 482
21980  Fallon, NV Micro Area 25,516 848 25 918 98.0 761 9,513 895 37.28% 731
22020  Fargo, ND-MN Metro Area 249,843 192 220 271 88.1 803 124,758 182 49.93% 408
22060  Faribault-Northfield, MN Micro Area 67,097 486 67 745 99.9 746 37,564 439 55.98% 253
22100  Farmington, MO Micro Area 66,922 487 130 454 194.3 293 25,283 586 37.78% 720
22140  Farmington, NM Metro Area 121,661 339 165 362 135.6 582 48,937 371 40.22% 646
22180 Fayetteville, NC Metro Area 520,378 108 718 83 138.0 566 269,975 103 51.88% 357
22220 Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR Metro Area 546,725 105 715 84 130.8 599 289,829 97 53.01% 333
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Non-denominational Christian Churches 412 13.7% Catholic Church 816,791  42.5% 0.6353 353
Catholic Church 13 26.0% Catholic Church 15,236 70.9% 0.6503 273
United Methodist Church 11 18.6% Catholic Church 7,847  50.1% 0.6295 376
Southern Baptist Convention; Non-denominational Christian Churches 6 12.5%  Catholic Church 10,982 54.1% 0.6901 13
Southern Baptist Convention 118 32.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 54,040  46.5% 0.6216 418
Southern Baptist Convention 35 30.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 9,338  42.1% 0.5789 616
Non-denominational Christian Churches 51 25.6% Catholic Church 16,615  29.0% 0.5026 824
Southern Baptist Convention 73 37.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 19,880 56.1% 0.6222 414
United Methodist Church 55 28.4% Catholic Church 1,277 34.8% 0.5916 566
Catholic Church 29 34.1% Catholic Church 43,475  79.0% 0.6045 502
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 63 16.2% Catholic Church 39,567  38.3% 0.5439 734
Southern Baptist Convention 11 229% Southern Baptist Convention 4624  351% 0.6244 401
Southern Baptist Convention 28 28.0% Southern Baptist Convention 15,094  55.9% 0.5993 525
Southern Baptist Convention 12 18.8%  Catholic Church 5677 35.0% 0.4755 858
Southern Baptist Convention 39 43.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 15,419  46.3% 0.5040 821
Southern Baptist Convention 205 24.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 60,149  20.0% 0.6545 261
Southern Baptist Convention 32 28.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 11,375 50.6% 0.6174 447
Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith, Inc. 12 21.1% Catholic Church 37,368  83.6% 0.5266 782
United Methodist Church 18 26.5% Catholic Church 6,388  34.3% 0.6775 155
United Methodist Church; Non-denominational Christian Churches 21 15.9%  Catholic Church 25817  41.8% 0.5621 687
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 24 12.3% Catholic Church 26,991  39.0% 0.5922 564
Non-denominational Christian Churches 7 17.1% Catholic Church 10,381  57.9% 0.4978 830
Catholic Church; Christian Churches and Churches of Christ; United Methodist Church 9 14.5%  Catholic Church 7,385 37.0% 0.6873 120
Southern Baptist Convention 18 22.0% Catholic Church 14,906 48.9% 0.7268 20
Assemblies of God 16 12.9% Catholic Church 135,485 87.4% 0.4082 902
Southern Baptist Convention 35 21.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 13,018  40.5% 0.6676 197
Non-denominational Christian Churches 24 20.5% Non-denominational Christian Churches 5430 21.6% 0.6463 295
Southern Baptist Convention 87 355%  Southern Baptist Convention 33,181 47.2% 0.5911 569
Southern Baptist Convention 15 28.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 7,684  50.3% 0.5940 551
Amish Groups, undifferentiated 71 20.7% Non-denominational Christian Churches 17,950 18.9% 0.6227 409
United Methodist Church 23 31.1%  United Methodist Church 2,509  24.4% 0.5548 709
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 20 32.3% Catholic Church 13,652 52.6% 0.6292 377
Non-denominational Christian Churches 6 13.6% Catholic Church 4587  40.5% 0.4259 895
United Methodist Church 14 14.0% Catholic Church 16,703  46.6% 0.6151 460
Southern Baptist Convention 122 23.6% Catholic Church 416,177  76.8% 0.6184 439
United Methodist Church 15 23.8% Catholic Church 4,493  29.5% 0.6315 368
Non-denominational Christian Churches; Southern Baptist Convention 19 17.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 9,360 23.3% 0.6899 114
Southern Baptist Convention 55 43.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 22,017 59.4% 0.6000 520
United Methodist Church 42 14.1% Catholic Church 50,012 47.7% 0.5751 634
Catholic Church 11 19.0% Catholic Church 13,573 64.2% 0.6644 220
Catholic Church 47 52.2%  Catholic Church 26,213 82.0% 0.5277 780
Southern Baptist Convention 27 26.5%  Southern Baptist Convention 5357  29.5% 0.7234 23
Non-denominational Christian Churches 58 16.0% Catholic Church 21,294 23.3% 0.4045 905
Southern Baptist Convention 15 9.6% Catholic Church 8,693 33.2% 0.3387 924
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 26 51.0%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 10,114 79.6% 0.6055 497
Southern Baptist Convention 61 15.4% Catholic Church 39,299  27.2% 0.6366 349
Non-denominational Christian Churches 24 19.7%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 9,216 31.9% 0.4793 854
Non-denominational Christian Churches; United Methodist Church 4 114% Catholic Church 1,009 21.5% 0.4871 841
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 11 239% Catholic Church 5222  32.6% 0.7546 4
United Methodist Church 44 34.9% Non-denominational Christian Churches 7,870  30.0% 0.6427 31
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 7 28.0% Catholic Church 3,333 35.0% 0.5649 676
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 58 26.4% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 52,588 42.2% 0.6620 234
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 10 14.9% Catholic Church 17,002  45.3% 0.7008 74
Southern Baptist Convention 30 23.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 10,829 42.8% 0.5320 769
Southern Baptist Convention 28 17.0% Catholic Church 12,985 26.5% 0.5948 544
Non-denominational Christian Churches 174 24.2%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 105,324  39.0% 0.6560 256
Southern Baptist Convention 129 18.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 87,469  30.2% 0.6710 185
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

CBSA 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code Metropolitan/Micropolitan Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
22260 Fergus Falls, MN Micro Area 60,081 528 137 426 228.0 188 33,731 483 56.14% 249
22280  Fernley, NV Micro Area 59,235 533 44 868 74.3 863 12,228 838 20.64% 923
22300 Findlay, OH Micro Area 74,920 466 100 557 1335 592 30,849 518 41.18% 627
22340  Fitzgerald, GA Micro Area 17,194 913 39 891 226.8 192 10,799 871 62.81% 146
22380 Flagstaff, AZ Metro Area 145,101 298 156 380 107.5 714 47,076 378 32.44% 824
22420  Flint, MI Metro Area 406,211 134 469 139 115.5 674 164,510 148 40.50% 638
22500 Florence, SC Metro Area 199,964 226 400 1563 200.0 268 104,216 21 52.12% 354
22520  Florence-Muscle Shoals, AL Metro Area 150,791 288 366 164 242.7 145 96,509 224 64.00% 128
22540  Fond du Lac, WI Metro Area 104,154 375 103 540 98.9 754 59,281 313 56.92% 237
22580  Forest City, NC Micro Area 64,444 507 195 310 302.6 48 44,973 389 69.79% 69
22620 Forrest City, AR Micro Area 23,090 871 90 606 389.8 7 13,387 813 57.98% 220
22660 Fort Collins, CO Metro Area 359,066 151 243 244 67.7 894 125,050 181 34.83% 788
22700  Fort Dodge, IA Micro Area 36,999 729 57 797 154.1 484 18,412 700 49.76% 41
22780  Fort Leonard Wood, MO Micro Area 53,955 571 82 660 152.0 492 19,128 693 35.45% 776
22800 Fort Madison-Keokuk, IA-IL-MO Micro Area 57,809 543 138 424 238.7 160 24,201 610 41.86% 611
22820  Fort Morgan, CO Micro Area 29,11 814 49 843 168.3 401 11,042 865 37.93% 713
22840  Fort Payne, AL Micro Area 71,608 476 202 302 2821 7 45,266 388 63.21% 137
22860 Fort Polk South, LA Micro Area 48,750 604 110 518 2256 196 27,201 555 55.80% 258
22900  Fort Smith, AR-OK Metro Area 244,310 194 511 124 209.2 242 137,436 174 56.25% 248
23060 Fort Wayne, IN Metro Area 419,601 131 493 130 175 661 223,045 121 53.16% 326
23140  Frankfort, IN Micro Area 33,190 779 61 77 183.8 326 14,102 795 42.49% 602
23180  Frankfort, KY Micro Area 75,393 465 130 454 1724 383 36,161 452 47.96% 452
23240  Fredericksburg, TX Micro Area 26,725 838 39 891 145.9 528 22,217 641 83.13% 16
23300 Freeport, IL Micro Area 44,630 651 84 651 188.2 314 26,841 562 60.14% 193
23340  Fremont, NE Micro Area 37,167 724 56 805 150.7 499 19,751 684 53.14% 328
23380  Fremont, OH Micro Area 58,896 534 80 674 135.8 580 24,733 596 41.99% 610
23420  Fresno, CA Metro Area 1,008,654 56 725 82 71.9 877 432,774 64 42.91% 588
23460 Gadsden, AL Metro Area 103,436 380 251 234 242.7 146 83,850 246 81.06% 24
23500 Gaffney, SC Micro Area 56,216 550 109 522 193.9 296 35,226 464 62.66% 148
23540  Gainesville, FL Metro Area 339,247 153 409 150 120.6 640 152,754 160 45.03% 532
23580  Gainesville, GA Metro Area 203,136 224 196 307 96.5 768 162,699 151 80.09% 25
23620 Gainesville, TX Micro Area 41,668 677 82 660 196.8 283 28,654 538 68.77% 76
23660 Galesburg, IL Micro Area 49,967 596 76 698 152.1 491 12,302 834 24.62% 909
23700  Gallup, NM Micro Area 72,902 474 100 557 137.2 571 19,294 691 26.47% 899
23780  Garden City, KS Micro Area 42,453 671 61 7 143.7 542 26,151 571 61.60% 167
23820 Gardnerville Ranchos, NV Micro Area 49,488 599 3 909 62.6 907 20,191 674 40.80% 634
23860 Georgetown, SC Micro Area 63,404 512 133 445 209.8 239 39,221 431 61.86% 161
23900 Gettysburg, PA Metro Area 103,852 378 141 412 135.8 581 40,901 414 39.38% 671
23940  Gillette, WY Micro Area 61,045 525 90 606 1474 517 23,595 621 38.65% 695
23980  Glasgow, KY Micro Area 54,771 566 132 449 2410 153 25,873 578 47.24% 471
24020  Glens Falls, NY Metro Area 127,039 327 153 388 120.4 643 39,770 425 31.31% 843
24060 Glenwood Springs, CO Micro Area 79,043 448 80 674 101.2 ™ 28,478 541 36.03% 762
24100  Gloversville, NY Micro Area 53,324 574 46 858 86.3 811 12,429 833 23.31% 97
24140  Goldsboro, NC Metro Area 117,333 347 270 220 230.1 182 56,901 326 48.50% 438
24180  Granbury, TX Micro Area 61,598 522 68 739 1104 706 31,041 514 50.39% 396
24220  Grand Forks, ND-MN Metro Area 104,362 372 157 377 150.4 500 52,151 348 49.97% 407
24260 Grand Island, NE Metro Area 77,038 456 106 530 137.6 568 36,222 451 47.02% 474
24300 Grand Junction, CO Metro Area 155,703 275 159 375 102.1 738 59,034 314 37.91% 715
24330  Grand Rapids, MN Micro Area 45,014 644 89 614 197.7 279 17,759 718 39.45% 668
24340  Grand Rapids-Kentwood, Ml Metro Area 1,087,592 52 1,071 55 98.5 756 451,391 63 41.50% 623
24380  Grants, NM Micro Area 27,172 836 54 818 198.7 271 14,505 786 53.38% 321
24420  Grants Pass, OR Metro Area 88,090 415 81 670 92.0 788 27,262 553 30.95% 848
24460 Great Bend, KS Micro Area 25,493 849 57 797 2236 205 14,953 779 58.66% 214
24500 Great Falls, MT Metro Area 84,414 423 115 498 136.2 578 31,913 502 37.81% 719
24540  Greeley, CO Metro Area 328,981 156 233 255 70.8 881 91,767 229 27.89% 885
24580  Green Bay, WI Metro Area 328,268 158 252 233 76.8 854 177,778 141 54.16% 300
24620  Greeneville, TN Micro Area 70,152 479 201 303 286.5 65 34,210 477 48.77% 432
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 31 226% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 11,526  34.2% 0.6986 84
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; Southern Baptist Convention 7 15.9%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 3612 29.5% 0.3577 922
United Methodist Church 27 27.0% Catholic Church 9,254 30.0% 0.6018 511
Southern Baptist Convention 16 41.0% Southern Baptist Convention 6,765 62.6% 0.5687 662
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 30 19.2% Catholic Church 17,327 36.8% 0.5152 806
Non-denominational Christian Churches 61 13.0% Catholic Church 37,649  22.9% 0.6047 500
Southern Baptist Convention 85 21.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 27,043 25.9% 0.6672 202
Churches of Christ 95 26.0% Southern Baptist Convention 36,441 37.8% 0.6162 452
Catholic Church 16 15.5% Catholic Church 31,485 53.1% 0.6873 121
Southern Baptist Convention 104 53.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 29,270 65.1% 0.6205 427
Southern Baptist Convention 24 26.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 6,662 49.8% 0.6483 284
Non-denominational Christian Churches 36 14.8% Catholic Church 35,525 28.4% 0.5382 755
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 11 19.3% Catholic Church 6,147  33.4% 0.6680 194
Southern Baptist Convention 32 39.0% Southern Baptist Convention 10,558  55.2% 0.4946 834
United Methodist Church 20 14.5% Catholic Church 6,758  27.9% 0.6104 485
Southern Baptist Convention 6 12.2% Catholic Church 4,393  39.8% 0.5677 664
Southern Baptist Convention 82 40.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 25,803 57.0% 0.6214 420
Southern Baptist Convention 50 455%  Southern Baptist Convention 17,154 63.1% 0.6033 508
Southern Baptist Convention 109 21.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 45588 33.2% 0.6416 316
Non-denominational Christian Churches 65 13.2% Catholic Church 54,857 24.6% 0.6945 96
United Methodist Church 11 18.0% Catholic Church 5311 37.7% 0.6048 498
Southern Baptist Convention 46 35.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 16,777  46.4% 0.6119 475
Non-denominational Christian Churches 6 15.4% Catholic Church 11,183 50.3% 0.7147 40
United Methodist Church 13 15.5% Catholic Church 9,467 35.3% 0.7354 9
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 11 19.6% Catholic Church 7,903 40.0% 0.6898 115
United Methodist Church 13 16.3% Catholic Church 8,466 34.2% 0.6106 483
Non-denominational Christian Churches 81 11.2% Catholic Church 223,571 51.7% 0.6086 488
Southern Baptist Convention 104 41.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 46,232 55.1% 0.5407 745
Southern Baptist Convention 53 48.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 21,184 60.1% 0.5766 627
Southern Baptist Convention 99 242%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 37,050 24.3% 0.6226 410
Southern Baptist Convention 60 30.6% Catholic Church 65,020 40.0% 0.6960 90
Southern Baptist Convention 28 34.1% Catholic Church 12,297  42.9% 0.7068 59
United Methodist Church 12 15.8%  United Methodist Church 1,931 15.7% 0.4129 901
Church of God (Cleveland, Tennessee) 12 12.0% Catholic Church 5980 31.0% 0.4385 890
Southern Baptist Convention 8 13.1% Catholic Church 13,731 52.5% 0.7101 52
Non-denominational Christian Churches 5 16.1% Catholic Church 9,172 45.4% 0.5889 579
Southern Baptist Convention 24 18.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 6,873 17.5% 0.7605 2
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 24 17.0% Catholic Church 15,097 36.9% 0.5855 598
Non-denominational Christian Churches 11 122% Catholic Church 8,439 35.8% 0.5792 613
Southern Baptist Convention 33 25.0% Southern Baptist Convention 12,765 49.3% 0.5892 578
United Methodist Church 28 18.3% Catholic Church 23171 58.3% 0.4885 840
Non-denominational Christian Churches 10 12.5% Catholic Church 12,881 452% 0.5502 719
Non-denominational Christian Churches; United Methodist Church 9 19.6% Catholic Church 5761 46.4% 0.3951 912
Non-denominational Christian Churches 60 22.2% Non-denominational Christian Churches 15,580  27.4% 0.6571 250
Southern Baptist Convention 25 36.8% Southern Baptist Convention 12,402  40.0% 0.6278 385
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 42 26.8%  Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 20,158 38.7% 0.6665 208
United Methodist Church 17 16.0% Catholic Church 16,541 45.7% 0.6439 309
Non-denominational Christian Churches 27 17.0% Non-denominational Christian Churches 14,490 24.5% 0.5662 671
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America; Non-denominational Christian Churches 12 13.5%  Catholic Church 6,225 35.1% 0.5848 602
Christian Reformed Church in North America 150 14.0% Catholic Church 141,947  31.4% 0.6039 505
Catholic Church 17 31.5% Catholic Church 10,306  71.1% 0.6301 371
Non-denominational Christian Churches 13 16.0% Non-denominational Christian Churches 9,910  36.4% 0.4892 839
Catholic Church; Southern Baptist Convention; United Methodist Church 6 10.5% Catholic Church 6,385 42.7% 0.7183 30
Non-denominational Christian Churches 17 14.8% Non-denominational Christian Churches 9,960 31.2% 0.5630 680
Non-denominational Christian Churches 27 11.6% Catholic Church 46,364  50.5% 0.4528 878
Catholic Church 52 20.6% Catholic Church 104,342 58.7% 0.6635 225
United Methodist Church 60 29.9% Southern Baptist Convention 10,272 30.0% 0.6110 481
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

CBSA 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code Metropolitan/Micropolitan Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
24660  Greensboro-High Point, NC Metro Area 776,566 76 1,153 53 148.5 510 393,266 74 50.64% 391
24700  Greensburg, IN Micro Area 26,472 841 43 875 162.4 436 11,280 857 42.61% 597
24740  Greenville, MS Micro Area 44,922 646 132 449 293.8 56 33,972 480 75.62% 36
24780  Greenville, NC Metro Area 170,243 257 235 252 138.0 565 64,870 289 38.10% 706
24820  Greenville, OH Micro Area 51,881 585 89 614 1715 389 23,770 619 45.82% 511
24860 Greenville-Anderson, SC Metro Area 928,195 60 1,374 46 148.0 513 560,616 53 60.40% 190
24900 Greenwood, MS Micro Area 38,337 708 128 460 3339 22 22,980 626 59.94% 198
24940  Greenwood, SC Micro Area 69,351 482 139 420 200.4 264 35,947 456 51.83% 359
24980 Grenada, MS Micro Area 21,629 880 64 756 295.9 53 14,171 791 65.52% 107
25060  Gulfport-Biloxi, MS Metro Area 416,259 133 562 12 135.0 584 182,269 137 43.79% 561
25100  Guymon, OK Micro Area 21,384 886 60 782 280.6 76 13,797 805 64.52% 121
25180 Hagerstown-Martinsburg, MD-WV Metro Area 293,844 168 384 159 130.7 600 96,905 223 32.98% 817
25200 Hailey, ID Micro Area 25,349 851 27 914 106.5 717 9,509 896 37.51% 724
25220 Hammond, LA Metro Area 133,157 321 216 281 162.2 439 69,644 277 52.30% 348
25260 Hanford-Corcoran, CA Metro Area 152,486 284 98 572 64.3 901 68,957 283 45.22% 525
25300  Hannibal, MO Micro Area 38,880 702 89 614 228.9 186 17,118 732 44.03% 557
25420  Harrisburg-Carlisle, PA Metro Area 591,712 98 758 75 128.1 607 250,253 13 42.29% 605
25460 Harrison, AR Micro Area 44,598 652 127 466 284.8 66 26,426 565 59.25% 206
25500 Harrisonburg, VA Metro Area 135,571 313 253 232 186.6 318 69,305 279 51.12% 376
25540  Hartford-East Hartford-Middletown, CT Metro Area 1,213,531 48 944 65 77.8 847 571,573 52 47.10% 473
25580 Hastings, NE Micro Area 31,205 798 51 830 163.4 428 15,307 769 49.05% 421
25620 Hattiesburg, MS Metro Area 172,231 251 338 174 196.2 285 102,455 213 59.49% 203
25700 Hays, KS Micro Area 28,934 817 43 875 148.6 509 20,137 676 69.60% 7
25720  Heber, UT Micro Area 77,145 453 1M 514 143.9 541 39,930 423 51.76% 364
25740  Helena, MT Micro Area 83,058 432 103 540 124.0 628 28,058 546 33.78% 807
25760 Helena-West Helena, AR Micro Area 16,568 916 64 756 386.3 10 9,178 899 55.40% 269
25780  Henderson, NC Micro Area 42,578 668 105 534 246.6 135 22,797 631 53.54% 318
25820  Hereford, TX Micro Area 18,583 908 37 899 199.1 269 11,648 844 62.68% 147
25840  Hermiston-Pendleton, OR Micro Area 92,261 409 140 416 151.7 494 36,428 449 39.48% 666
25860  Hickory-Lenoir-Morganton, NC Metro Area 365,276 149 726 81 198.8 270 218,980 122 59.95% 197
25880 Hillsdale, MI Micro Area 45,746 637 76 698 166.1 411 11,128 860 24.33% 910
25900  Hilo, HI Micro Area 200,629 225 276 213 137.6 569 83,945 245 41.84% 612
25940  Hilton Head Island-Bluffton, SC Metro Area 215,908 212 212 285 98.2 760 94,283 228 43.67% 569
25980 Hinesville, GA Metro Area 81,424 441 102 543 125.3 624 27,111 549 34.03% 802
26020 Hobbs, NM Micro Area 74,455 467 110 518 147.7 515 34,199 478 45.93% 507
26090 Holland, MI Micro Area 120,502 342 127 466 105.4 722 43,922 397 36.45% 753
26140 Homosassa Springs, FL Metro Area 153,843 281 139 420 90.4 796 57,248 323 37.21% 733
26220 Hood River, OR Micro Area 23,977 864 36 903 150.1 501 9,467 897 39.48% 665
26260 Hope, AR Micro Area 28,375 823 143 408 504.0 2 17,922 715 63.16% 138
26300 Hot Springs, AR Metro Area 100,180 387 184 329 183.7 328 51,165 355 51.07% 377
26340  Houghton, MI Micro Area 39,407 697 69 731 175.1 370 14,026 798 35.59% 773
26380 Houma-Thibodaux, LA Metro Area 207,137 219 189 322 91.2 790 118,407 191 57.16% 229
26420  Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land, TX Metro Area 7,122,240 5 5,284 5 742 864 3,906,679 5 54.85% 280
26460 Hudson, NY Micro Area 61,570 523 82 660 133.2 594 15,455 766 25.10% 907
26500  Huntingdon, PA Micro Area 44,092 656 135 435 306.2 46 16,545 739 37.52% 723
26540  Huntington, IN Micro Area 36,662 738 66 749 180.0 349 14,328 789 39.08% 681
26580  Huntington-Ashland, WV-KY-OH Metro Area 359,862 150 654 96 181.7 341 144,947 165 40.28% 642
26620 Huntsville, AL Metro Area 491,723 1M 710 87 144 4 538 302,127 91 61.44% 173
26660 Huntsville, TX Micro Area 76,400 459 85 642 113 700 40,600 417 53.14% 327
26700  Huron, SD Micro Area 20,812 890 59 787 283.5 68 12,728 825 61.16% 179
26740  Hutchinson, KS Micro Area 61,898 520 106 530 171.2 392 28,708 537 46.38% 496
26780  Hutchinson, MN Micro Area 36,771 736 51 830 138.7 563 25,678 581 69.83% 68
26820 Idaho Falls, ID Metro Area 157,429 271 272 215 172.8 382 110,557 200 70.23% 67
26860 Indiana, PA Micro Area 83,246 431 210 289 252.3 123 40,326 420 48.44% 441
26900 Indianapolis-Carmel-Anderson, IN Metro Area 2,111,040 33 1,992 26 94.4 778 919,501 34 43.56% 571
26940  Indianola, MS Micro Area 25,971 845 73 "7 2811 72 10,318 880 39.73% 657
26980 lowa City, IA Metro Area 175,419 247 163 364 92.9 780 55,033 334 31.37% 842
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Non-denominational Christian Churches 253 21.9%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 92,968 23.6% 0.6761 159
American Baptist Churches in the USA 10 23.3% Catholic Church 4868 43.2% 0.6068 494
National Missionary Baptist Convention, Inc. 24 182%  Southern Baptist Convention 10,964 32.3% 0.7040 64
Non-denominational Christian Churches 56 23.8% Non-denominational Christian Churches 14,500 22.4% 0.5761 630
United Methodist Church 15 16.9% Catholic Church 6,395 26.9% 0.6364 350
Southern Baptist Convention 468 34.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 236,976  42.3% 0.6691 191
Southern Baptist Convention 34 26.6% Southern Baptist Convention 8,442 36.7% 0.7013 72
Southern Baptist Convention 29 20.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 13,999  38.9% 0.6685 192
Southern Baptist Convention 21 32.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 8,162  57.6% 0.6539 263
Southern Baptist Convention 119 21.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 50,539  27.7% 0.6185 437
Southern Baptist Convention 12 20.0% Catholic Church 4160  30.2% 0.7202 28
United Methodist Church 63 16.4% Non-denominational Christian Churches 18,108 18.7% 0.5155 804
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 7 259% Catholic Church 3,973 41.8% 0.5709 648
Southern Baptist Convention 53 245% Catholic Church 18,467  26.5% 0.6711 184
Assemblies of God 12 12.2% Catholic Church 53,195 77.1% 0.5749 635
Southern Baptist Convention 23 25.8% Southern Baptist Convention 5635 32.9% 0.6012 515
United Methodist Church 106 14.0% Catholic Church 77,601 31.0% 0.6212 422
Southern Baptist Convention 35 27.6% Southern Baptist Convention 10,278  38.9% 0.5821 606
United Methodist Church 38 15.0% Non-denominational Christian Churches 18,810 27.1% 0.6453 301
Non-denominational Christian Churches 155 16.4% Catholic Church 318,849  55.8% 0.6412 322
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 8 15.7% Catholic Church 4304 28.1% 0.6619 236
Southern Baptist Convention 115 34.0% Southern Baptist Convention 57,609 56.2% 0.6375 343
Catholic Church 11 25.6% Catholic Church 14,215  70.6% 0.6490 282
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 86 77.5%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 29,326  73.4% 0.6128 470
Catholic Church; Non-denominational Christian Churches 12 11.7% Catholic Church 9,713 34.6% 0.5310 771
Southern Baptist Convention 16 25.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 3,643  39.7% 0.6745 169
Southern Baptist Convention 24 22.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 7,645 33.5% 0.6561 254
Southern Baptist Convention 8 21.6% Catholic Church 3,700 31.8% 0.6994 81
Non-denominational Christian Churches 18 12.9% Catholic Church 13,055 35.8% 0.5877 585
Southern Baptist Convention 287 39.5%  Southern Baptist Convention 99,424 45.4% 0.6779 153
Non-denominational Christian Churches 15 19.7% Non-denominational Christian Churches 2,800 25.2% 0.4022 907
Mahayana Buddhist 29 10.5% Catholic Church 38,791  46.2% 0.6119 476
Non-denominational Christian Churches 39 184% Catholic Church 42,017 44.6% 0.6216 417
Non-denominational Christian Churches 24 235%  Southern Baptist Convention 6,384 23.0% 0.5154 805
Southern Baptist Convention 29 26.4% Catholic Church 13,966  40.8% 0.6285 381
United Methodist Church 19  15.0% Catholic Church 11,432 26.0% 0.5512 "7
Southern Baptist Convention 22 15.8% Catholic Church 26,910 47.0% 0.5546 71
Non-denominational Christian Churches 7 19.4% Catholic Church 3,329 352% 0.5856 596
Baptist Missionary Association of America 26 18.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 5149  28.7% 0.7155 38
Southern Baptist Convention 41 22.3% Southern Baptist Convention 15,647  30.6% 0.6446 306
Catholic Church 12 174% Catholic Church 7,331 52.3% 0.5394 752
Non-denominational Christian Churches 41 21.7%  Catholic Church 81,709  69.0% 0.6450 303
Southern Baptist Convention 1,252 23.7% Catholic Church 1,299,901  33.3% 0.7029 67
Reformed Church in America; United Methodist Church 12 14.6% Catholic Church 6,992 45.2% 0.4194 900
United Methodist Church 36 26.7% Non-denominational Christian Churches 4360 26.4% 0.5584 702
United Methodist Church 16 24.2% Catholic Church 4,494  31.4% 0.5832 604
Southern Baptist Convention; United Methodist Church 77 11.8% Non-denominational Christian Churches 32,498  22.4% 0.5747 637
Southern Baptist Convention 137 19.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 86,349  28.6% 0.7090 54
Southern Baptist Convention 26 30.6% Catholic Church 12,889 31.7% 0.6706 187
United Methodist Church 8 13.6% Catholic Church 2,607  20.5% 0.7222 24
Non-denominational Christian Churches 20 18.9% Non-denominational Christian Churches 6,808 23.7% 0.6290 378
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 10 19.6% Catholic Church 9,352 36.4% 0.7144 42
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 213 78.3%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 92,507 83.7% 0.5614 693
United Methodist Church 29 138% Catholic Church 10,210  25.3% 0.6603 241
Non-denominational Christian Churches 330 16.6% Catholic Church 241774 26.3% 0.6322 364
Southern Baptist Convention 19 26.0% Southern Baptist Convention 3,743 36.3% 0.5792 612
United Methodist Church 20 12.3% Catholic Church 20,995 38.1% 0.5024 825
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

CBSA 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code Metropolitan/Micropolitan Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
27020  Iron Mountain, MI-WI Micro Area 30,505 808 52 822 170.5 395 13,716 808 44.96% 535
27060 Ithaca, NY Metro Area 105,740 371 98 572 92.7 781 31,535 506 29.82% 861
27100  Jackson, MI Metro Area 160,366 268 141 412 87.9 804 44,966 390 28.04% 882
27140  Jackson, MS Metro Area 591,978 97 1,156 52 195.3 290 386,400 76 65.27% 110
27160  Jackson, OH Micro Area 32,653 787 79 680 2419 148 8,951 906 27.41% 891
27180  Jackson, TN Metro Area 180,504 241 534 17 295.8 54 122,118 185 67.65% 90
27220  Jackson, WY-ID Micro Area 34,961 756 37 899 105.8 720 13,974 800 39.97% 653
27260 Jacksonville, FL Metro Area 1,605,848 39 1,460 39 90.9 793 893,100 37 55.62% 263
27300 Jacksonville, IL Micro Area 37,864 716 78 688 206.0 251 16,162 750 42.68% 594
27340  Jacksonville, NC Metro Area 204,576 222 182 330 89.0 799 71,889 269 35.14% 782
27380  Jacksonville, TX Micro Area 50,412 592 162 368 3214 29 30,131 524 59.77% 199
27420 Jamestown, ND Micro Area 21,593 881 45 864 208.4 246 10,957 868 50.74% 385
27460  Jamestown-Dunkirk-Fredonia, NY Micro Area 127,657 326 204 297 159.8 452 47,816 376 37.46% 725
27500  Janesville-Beloit, WI Metro Area 163,687 265 174 343 106.3 718 62,560 299 38.22% 704
27530  Jasper, AL Micro Area 65,342 501 217 276 3321 25 43,544 400 66.64% 99
27540  Jasper, IN Micro Area 55,887 555 90 606 161.0 443 31,515 507 56.39% 245
27600 Jefferson, GA Micro Area 75,907 461 102 543 134.4 585 28,232 545 37.19% 734
27620  Jefferson City, MO Metro Area 150,309 289 247 237 164.3 422 76,458 260 50.87% 383
27660  Jennings, LA Micro Area 32,250 792 51 830 158.1 468 22,498 636 69.76% 70
27700  Jesup, GA Micro Area 30,144 811 79 680 262.1 101 19,831 682 65.79% 104
27740  Johnson City, TN Metro Area 207,285 218 424 147 204.5 254 102,098 215 49.25% 418
27780  Johnstown, PA Metro Area 133,472 319 230 259 172.3 384 85,180 241 63.82% 131
27860  Jonesboro, AR Metro Area 134,196 316 324 180 2414 151 84,295 243 62.81% 145
27900  Joplin, MO Metro Area 181,409 239 3N 186 1714 390 90,078 233 49.65% 413
27940  Juneau, AK Micro Area 32,255 791 48 846 148.8 508 10,531 876 32.65% 821
27980  Kahului-Wailuku-Lahaina, HI Metro Area 164,754 264 212 285 128.7 605 76,713 258 46.56% 491
28020 Kalamazoo-Portage, Ml Metro Area 261,670 188 222 266 84.8 826 102,106 214 39.02% 684
28060  Kalispell, MT Micro Area 104,357 373 121 482 115.9 672 38,636 435 37.02% 736
28100 Kankakee, IL Metro Area 107,502 365 134 439 124.6 625 51,348 354 47.76% 456
28140 Kansas City, MO-KS Metro Area 2,192,035 31 2,306 22 105.2 724 995,760 29 45.43% 520
28180 Kapaa, HI Micro Area 73,298 473 17 491 159.6 455 34,450 474 47.00% 475
28260 Kearney, NE Micro Area 56,772 549 83 658 146.2 526 29,411 532 51.81% 362
28300 Keene, NH Micro Area 76,458 458 86 637 112.5 693 18,012 M 23.56% 915
28340  Kendallville, IN Micro Area 47,457 619 85 642 179.1 354 13,529 812 28.51% 878
28380  Kennett, MO Micro Area 28,283 824 69 731 244.0 142 12,230 837 43.24% 579
28420  Kennewick-Richland, WA Metro Area 303,622 166 264 227 87.0 807 159,427 153 52.51% 343
28500  Kerrville, TX Micro Area 52,598 579 82 660 155.9 476 33,072 487 62.88% 143
28540  Ketchikan, AK Micro Area 13,948 923 25 918 179.2 353 4,385 923 31.44% 841
28580  Key West, FL Micro Area 82,874 433 94 590 1134 688 43,243 404 52.18% 350
28620  Kill Devil Hills, NC Micro Area 36,915 731 57 797 154.4 483 18,660 698 50.55% 395
28660  Killeen-Temple, TX Metro Area 475,367 118 495 127 104.1 733 217,862 123 45.83% 510
28700  Kingsport-Bristol, TN-VA Metro Area 307,614 165 750 76 243.8 143 185,530 133 60.31% 192
28740  Kingston, NY Metro Area 181,851 237 190 319 104.5 730 65,429 288 35.98% 764
28780  Kingsville, TX Micro Area 31,390 795 43 875 137.0 572 19,662 685 62.64% 149
28820  Kinston, NC Micro Area 55,122 563 147 400 266.7 95 29,885 526 54.22% 297
28860  Kirksville, MO Micro Area 29,346 813 7 725 2419 147 12,566 832 42.82% 592
28900 Klamath Falls, OR Micro Area 69,413 481 93 595 134.0 589 20,973 658 30.21% 857
28940  Knoxville, TN Metro Area 879,773 64 1,428 42 162.3 438 482,265 61 54.82% 283
29020  Kokomo, IN Metro Area 83,658 427 134 439 160.2 448 39,622 427 47.36% 467
29060 Laconia, NH Micro Area 63,705 511 64 756 100.5 743 21,287 654 33.41% 813
29100 La Crosse-Onalaska, WI-MN Metro Area 139,627 306 133 445 95.3 773 63,348 296 45.37% 522
29180 Lafayette, LA Metro Area 478,384 116 39%4 156 82.4 829 314,469 87 65.74% 105
29200 Lafayette-West Lafayette, IN Metro Area 223,716 205 222 266 99.2 751 66,007 287 29.50% 865
29260 La Grande, OR Micro Area 26,196 842 48 846 183.2 332 8,995 904 34.34% 797
29300 LaGrange, GA-AL Micro Area 104,198 374 267 222 256.2 110 61,093 308 58.63% 215
29340 Lake Charles, LA Metro Area 222,402 208 280 21 125.9 616 135,392 175 60.88% 184
29380 Lake City, FL Micro Area 69,698 480 128 460 183.6 329 39,671 426 56.92% 236
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Catholic Church 11 212% Catholic Church 8,111  59.1% 0.6122 472
Non-denominational Christian Churches 16 16.3%  Catholic Church 7,256 23.0% 0.4898 838
Non-denominational Christian Churches 20 14.2% Catholic Church 16,015  35.6% 0.4565 876
Southern Baptist Convention 283 24.5%  Southern Baptist Convention 148,618 38.5% 0.6951 93
Non-denominational Christian Churches 18 22.8% Non-denominational Christian Churches 2,560 28.6% 0.4416 888
Southern Baptist Convention 135 25.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 58,010 47.5% 0.6237 405
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 11 29.7% Catholic Church 5967 42.7% 0.5930 559
Non-denominational Christian Churches 344  23.6% Non-denominational Christian Churches 257,224 28.8% 0.6925 103
Southern Baptist Convention 15 19.2%  Catholic Church 4432  27.4% 0.6175 444
Non-denominational Christian Churches 48 26.4% Non-denominational Christian Churches 17,264  24.0% 0.5344 764
Southern Baptist Convention 37 22.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 12,218 40.5% 0.6856 126
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 9 20.0% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 3,641  33.2% 0.6668 205
United Methodist Church 39 19.1% Catholic Church 20,894  43.7% 0.5651 675
Non-denominational Christian Churches 22 12.6% Catholic Church 18,499  29.6% 0.5780 620
Southern Baptist Convention 74 34.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 22,565 51.8% 0.5689 659
United Methodist Church 11 122% Catholic Church 19,871  63.1% 0.6640 222
Southern Baptist Convention 36 35.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 12,943 45.8% 0.5365 760
Southern Baptist Convention 68 27.5% Catholic Church 27,768  36.3% 0.6639 223
Catholic Church 11 21.6% Catholic Church 11,642 51.7% 0.7007 75
Southern Baptist Convention 24 30.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 9,391  47.4% 0.5602 697
Southern Baptist Convention 109 25.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 39,574  38.8% 0.5914 567
Catholic Church 53 23.0% Catholic Church 46,272 54.3% 0.7141 43
Southern Baptist Convention 87 26.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 44,274 52.5% 0.6174 446
Southern Baptist Convention 80 25.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 31,777 35.3% 0.6090 486
Non-denominational Christian Churches 7 146% Catholic Church 3,849  36.5% 0.5157 803
United Church of Christ 26 12.3% Catholic Church 34197  44.6% 0.6501 276
Non-denominational Christian Churches 34 15.3% Catholic Church 31,535 30.9% 0.5878 583
Non-denominational Christian Churches 17 14.0% Non-denominational Christian Churches 8,900 23.0% 0.5431 737
United Methodist Church 17 12.7% Catholic Church 22,253  43.3% 0.6561 255
Non-denominational Christian Churches 330 14.3% Catholic Church 248,301  24.9% 0.6461 297
United Church of Christ 14 12.0% Catholic Church 14,147  41.1% 0.6654 219
United Methodist Church 15 18.1% Catholic Church 10,451  35.5% 0.6818 136
United Church of Christ 16 18.6%  Catholic Church 9,427  52.3% 0.3960 910
Amish Groups, undifferentiated; United Methodist Church 14 16.5% Catholic Church 3427 25.3% 0.4598 871
Southern Baptist Convention 23 33.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 7,336 60.0% 0.5586 700
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 60 22.7% Catholic Church 56,575 35.5% 0.6929 101
Non-denominational Christian Churches 20 244% Catholic Church 11,083  33.5% 0.7252 22
Southern Baptist Convention 3 12.0% Catholic Church 1,300  29.6% 0.4973 832
Southern Baptist Convention 12 12.8% Catholic Church 27,966 64.7% 0.6463 294
United Methodist Church 15 26.3%  United Methodist Church 5472 29.3% 0.6752 163
Southern Baptist Convention 158 31.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 58,634  26.9% 0.6274 389
Southern Baptist Convention 177  23.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 65,382  35.2% 0.6280 383
Reformed Church in America 28 14.7% Catholic Church 38,601  59.0% 0.5401 746
Catholic Church 9 20.9% Catholic Church 13,048  66.4% 0.6662 211
Non-denominational Christian Churches 31 21.1% Non-denominational Christian Churches 11,840  39.6% 0.6500 277
Non-denominational Christian Churches; Southern Baptist Convention 10 14.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 2,100 16.7% 0.5944 549
Non-denominational Christian Churches 24 25.8%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 5020 23.9% 0.4866 842
Southern Baptist Convention 466 32.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 216,570  44.9% 0.6377 342
Non-denominational Christian Churches 29 21.6% Non-denominational Christian Churches 15,270  38.5% 0.6151 459
American Baptist Churches in the USA; Non-denominational Christian Churches 10 15.6%  Catholic Church 10,353  48.6% 0.5174 801
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 20 15.0% Catholic Church 25,958 41.0% 0.6372 345
Catholic Church 93 23.6% Catholic Church 212,013  67.4% 0.6671 203
United Methodist Church 35 15.8% Catholic Church 20,054  30.4% 0.4770 857
Non-denominational Christian Churches 8 16.7%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 2,688  29.9% 0.5308 772
Southern Baptist Convention 85 31.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 27,618 452% 0.6741 172
Non-denominational Christian Churches 59 21.1% Catholic Church 53,155  39.3% 0.7162 37
Southern Baptist Convention 32 25.0% Non-denominational Christian Churches 18,860 47.5% 0.6071 492
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

CBSA 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code Metropolitan/Micropolitan Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
29420 Lake Havasu City-Kingman, AZ Metro Area 213,267 214 161 370 75.5 859 54,656 337 25.63% 901
29460 Lakeland-Winter Haven, FL Metro Area 725,046 81 735 78 101.4 740 301,631 93 41.60% 620
29500 Lamesa, TX Micro Area 12,456 927 40 889 3211 30 8,280 910 66.47% 101
29540  Lancaster, PA Metro Area 552,984 102 836 68 151.2 497 260,869 106 47.17% 472
29620 Lansing-East Lansing, MI Metro Area 541,297 106 521 120 96.3 770 186,447 132 34.44% 792
29660 Laramie, WY Micro Area 37,066 728 48 846 129.5 603 11,046 864 29.80% 862
29700 Laredo, TX Metro Area 267,114 187 163 364 61.0 913 183,450 136 68.68% 78
29740  Las Cruces, NM Metro Area 219,561 21 187 325 85.2 820 81,987 252 37.34% 729
29780 Las Vegas, NM Micro Area 31,390 795 84 651 267.6 93 25,840 579 82.32% 20
29820 Las Vegas-Henderson-Paradise, NV Metro Area 2,265,461 29 951 63 42.0 927 980,648 30 43.29% 577
29860 Laurel, MS Micro Area 83,613 429 267 222 319.3 33 58,096 319 69.48% 72
29900 Laurinburg, NC Micro Area 34,174 7 82 660 239.9 156 12,587 830 36.83% 744
29940  Lawrence, KS Metro Area 118,785 344 128 460 107.8 713 34,526 470 29.07% 875
29980 Lawrenceburg, TN Micro Area 44,159 655 136 430 308.0 44 26,932 561 60.99% 182
30020 Lawton, OK Metro Area 126,652 328 231 258 182.4 339 77,362 257 61.08% 180
30060 Lebanon, MO Micro Area 36,039 744 80 674 222.0 212 19,932 681 55.31% 270
30100 Lebanon, NH-VT Micro Area 221,211 210 305 188 137.9 567 51,872 349 23.45% 916
30140 Lebanon, PA Metro Area 143,257 300 207 292 144.5 536 51,702 351 36.09% 758
30220 Levelland, TX Micro Area 21,537 882 57 797 264.7 97 13,325 815 61.87% 160
30260 Lewisburg, PA Micro Area 42,681 667 73 "7 171.0 39%4 14,563 784 34.12% 801
30280 Lewisburg, TN Micro Area 34,318 768 88 623 256.4 109 16,726 735 48.74% 433
30300 Lewiston, ID-WA Metro Area 64,375 510 79 680 122.7 635 25,247 588 39.22% 677
30340 Lewiston-Auburn, ME Metro Area 111,139 362 86 637 774 850 44,541 392 40.08% 648
30380 Lewistown, PA Micro Area 46,143 631 135 435 2926 58 22,008 643 47.70% 460
30420 Lexington, NE Micro Area 26,004 843 67 745 251.7 106 14,108 794 54.25% 296
30460 Lexington-Fayette, KY Metro Area 516,811 109 610 102 118.0 659 245,324 115 47.47% 465
30580 Liberal, KS Micro Area 21,964 878 44 868 200.3 265 9,691 892 44.12% 554
30620 Lima, OH Metro Area 102,206 383 160 372 156.5 473 58,696 316 57.43% 221
30660 Lincoln, IL Micro Area 27,987 827 58 792 207.2 248 13,248 817 47.34% 469
30700 Lincoln, NE Metro Area 340,217 152 292 200 85.8 814 154,179 159 45.32% 523
30780  Little Rock-North Little Rock-Conway, AR Metro Area 748,031 80 1,245 48 166.4 410 406,604 4l 54.36% 292
30820 Lock Haven, PA Micro Area 37,450 721 84 651 2243 200 12,613 829 33.68% 808
30860 Logan, UT-ID Metro Area 147,348 297 309 187 209.7 240 126,255 180 85.68% 9
30900 Logansport, IN Micro Area 37,870 715 75 704 198.0 274 13,951 801 36.84% 743
30940 London, KY Micro Area 149,863 291 313 185 208.9 243 75,499 263 50.38% 397
30980 Longview, TX Metro Area 286,184 172 656 95 229.2 185 180,304 139 63.00% 140
31020  Longview, WA Metro Area 110,730 363 116 494 104.8 721 40,656 416 36.72% 747
31060 Los Alamos, NM Micro Area 19,419 904 31 909 159.6 453 10,653 873 54.86% 279
31080 LosAngeles-Long Beach-Anaheim, CA MetroArea 13,200,998 2 7,144 2 54.1 922 6,689,396 2 50.67% 390
31140  Louisville/Jefferson County, KY-IN Metro Area 1,285,439 45 1,480 38 115.1 676 593,256 50 46.15% 503
31180  Lubbock, TX Metro Area 321,368 161 387 158 120.4 644 167,428 146 52.10% 355
31220  Ludington, MI Micro Area 29,052 815 45 864 154.9 482 10,407 878 35.82% 765
31260  Lufkin, TX Micro Area 86,395 420 206 293 2384 162 60,776 309 70.35% 66
31300 Lumberton, NC Micro Area 116,530 351 302 192 259.2 104 56,242 330 48.26% 447
31340  Lynchburg, VA Metro Area 261,593 189 469 139 179.3 352 146,486 163 56.00% 252
31380  Macomb, IL Micro Area 27,238 835 51 830 187.2 317 9,157 900 33.62% 810
31420  Macon-Bibb County, GA Metro Area 233,802 197 370 162 158.3 466 116,174 194 49.69% 412
31460 Madera, CA Metro Area 156,255 273 128 460 81.9 830 69,393 278 44.41% 544
31500  Madison, IN Micro Area 33,147 780 73 "7 220.2 216 13,156 819 39.69% 658
31540  Madison, WI Metro Area 680,796 87 566 110 83.1 828 253,906 M 37.30% 730
31580 Madisonville, KY Micro Area 45,423 641 122 476 268.6 90 28,291 544 62.28% 155
31620  Magnolia, AR Micro Area 22,801 873 99 565 4342 4 18,864 696 82.73% 17
31660 Malone, NY Micro Area 47,555 617 65 754 136.7 576 24,103 613 50.68% 387
31680 Malvern, AR Micro Area 33,040 781 104 538 314.8 35 16,719 736 50.60% 393
31700  Manchester-Nashua, NH Metro Area 422,937 128 242 245 57.2 919 117,162 193 27.70% 887
31740  Manhattan, KS Metro Area 134,046 317 172 348 128.3 606 54,253 340 40.47% 640
31820  Manitowoc, WI Micro Area 81,359 442 70 728 86.0 812 46,805 379 57.53% 225
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Non-denominational Christian Churches 33 20.5% Catholic Church 20,969 38.4% 0.4278 893
Southern Baptist Convention 138 18.8%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 77,768  25.8% 0.5937 556
Southern Baptist Convention 14 35.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 3,610 43.6% 0.6924 104
Amish Groups, undifferentiated 205 24.5% Non-denominational Christian Churches 70,682 27.1% 0.6351 354
Non-denominational Christian Churches 68 13.1% Catholic Church 58,430 31.3% 0.5368 758
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; Non-denominational Christian Churches 7 14.6%  Catholic Church 3,086 27.9% 0.4858 844
Catholic Church 29 17.8% Catholic Church 159,889  87.2% 0.5398 748
Southern Baptist Convention 33 17.6% Catholic Church 42,331 51.6% 0.5590 699
Catholic Church 51 60.7% Catholic Church 23,466  90.8% 0.4070 904
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 237 24.9%  Catholic Church 592,672  60.4% 0.6018 510
Southern Baptist Convention 86 32.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 32,483  55.9% 0.6201 429
Southern Baptist Convention 13 15.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 2,499  19.9% 0.5618 690
Non-denominational Christian Churches 23 18.0% Catholic Church 10,869 31.5% 0.4752 859
Southern Baptist Convention 34 25.0% Southern Baptist Convention 13,288 49.3% 0.5940 552
Southern Baptist Convention 58 25.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 31,486  40.7% 0.6579 245
Southern Baptist Convention 24 30.0% Southern Baptist Convention 8,079 40.5% 0.5690 658
United Church of Christ 60 19.7% Catholic Church 23,397 451% 0.3970 909
Non-denominational Christian Churches 33 15.9% Catholic Church 11,306  21.9% 0.5496 721
Southern Baptist Convention 16 28.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 4915  36.9% 0.6947 95
Non-denominational Christian Churches; United Methodist Church 10 13.7%  Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 2,556  17.6% 0.5278 778
Churches of Christ 25 28.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 7,582 45.3% 0.5982 527
Non-denominational Christian Churches 12 15.2% Catholic Church 8,943  35.4% 0.5804 609
Non-denominational Christian Churches 12 14.0% Catholic Church 29,327 65.8% 0.5657 673
Amish Groups, undifferentiated 35 25.9% Non-denominational Christian Churches 4910 22.3% 0.6206 425
United Methodist Church 9 134% Catholic Church 5386 38.2% 0.6976 87
Southern Baptist Convention 118 19.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 61,718  25.2% 0.6401 327
Non-denominational Christian Churches 11 25.0% Catholic Church 3,500 36.1% 0.6210 423
Non-denominational Christian Churches 25 15.6% Catholic Church 14,732 25.1% 0.7217 26
Christian Churches and Churches of Christ 12 20.7%  Christian Churches and Churches of Christ 3,792 28.6% 0.5945 545
United Methodist Church 31 10.6% Catholic Church 44,768  29.0% 0.6391 333
Southern Baptist Convention 244  19.6% Southern Baptist Convention 113,133 27.8% 0.6746 167
United Methodist Church 22 26.2% Catholic Church 2,922 23.2% 0.5239 788
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 276  89.3%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 113,846  90.2% 0.3791 918
United Methodist Church 14 18.7% Catholic Church 4075 29.2% 0.5573 705
Southern Baptist Convention 167 53.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 56,591  75.0% 0.5447 730
Southern Baptist Convention 163 24.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 75,596  41.9% 0.6737 173
Non-denominational Christian Churches 20 17.2% Non-denominational Christian Churches 17,110  421% 0.5383 754
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 3 9.7% Catholic Church 4149  38.9% 0.7174 33
Southern Baptist Convention 750 10.5% Catholic Church 4101172 61.3% 0.6501 275
Southern Baptist Convention 355 24.0% Catholic Church 152,452  25.7% 0.6467 293
Southern Baptist Convention 109 28.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 42,705  25.5% 0.6656 215
Non-denominational Christian Churches 8 17.8% Catholic Church 3,790  36.4% 0.5466 726
Southern Baptist Convention 46 22.3% Southern Baptist Convention 18,200 29.9% 0.7289 17
Southern Baptist Convention 124 41.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 28,153  50.1% 0.6202 428
Southern Baptist Convention 131 27.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 49,810  34.0% 0.6477 289
United Methodist Church 10 19.6%  United Methodist Church 1,912 20.9% 0.5245 786
Southern Baptist Convention 81 21.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 38,384  33.0% 0.6504 272
Non-denominational Christian Churches; Southern Baptist Convention 15 11.7%  Catholic Church 46,538 67.1% 0.5939 553
American Baptist Churches in the USA 16 21.9% Catholic Church 2,843  21.6% 0.5867 591
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 69 12.2% Catholic Church 97,733 38.5% 0.5683 663
Southern Baptist Convention 38 31.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 14,124 49.9% 0.6403 326
Baptist Missionary Association of America 21 212% Southern Baptist Convention 4693 24.9% 0.6724 179
Catholic Church 12 18.5% Catholic Church 19,038  79.0% 0.5926 562
American Baptist Association 19 18.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 4020 24.0% 0.6247 399
Non-denominational Christian Churches 35 14.5% Catholic Church 68,915 58.8% 0.4465 883
Non-denominational Christian Churches 26 15.1% Catholic Church 14,977 27.6% 0.5973 530
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 18 25.7%  Catholic Church 27,812 59.4% 0.6731 176
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

CBSA 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code Metropolitan/Micropolitan Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
31860 Mankato, MN Metro Area 103,566 379 10 518 106.2 719 54,009 343 52.15% 353
31900 Mansfield, OH Metro Area 124,936 333 204 297 163.3 430 54,910 336 43.95% 558
31930  Marietta, OH Micro Area 59,771 532 130 454 2175 223 21,869 646 36.59% 750
31940  Marinette, WI-MI Micro Area 65,374 499 99 565 151.4 495 34,636 469 52.98% 334
31980  Marion, IN Micro Area 66,674 488 127 466 190.5 305 25,934 576 38.90% 686
32000 Marion, NC Micro Area 44,578 653 114 503 255.7 11 20,194 673 45.30% 524
32020  Marion, OH Micro Area 65,359 500 92 597 140.8 556 18,048 709 27.61% 889
32100 Marquette, MI Micro Area 66,017 493 88 623 133.3 593 28,610 540 43.34% 576
32140  Marshall, MN Micro Area 25,269 853 44 868 1741 373 15,662 760 61.98% 158
32180 Marshall, MO Micro Area 23,333 869 58 792 2486 129 11,385 851 48.79% 430
32260 Marshalltown, IA Micro Area 40,105 688 59 787 1471 519 21,351 652 53.24% 325
32280  Martin, TN Micro Area 32,902 784 12 508 340.4 17 20,294 669 61.68% 164
32300 Martinsville, VA Micro Area 64,433 508 176 340 273.2 85 44,163 395 68.54% 81
32340  Maryville, MO Micro Area 21,241 888 42 881 197.7 278 11,004 867 51.81% 361
32380 Mason City, IA Micro Area 50,570 590 89 614 176.0 367 28,881 535 57.11% 232
32460  Mayfield, KY Micro Area 36,649 739 120 485 3274 26 26,796 563 73.12% 47
32500 Maysville, KY Micro Area 17,120 914 62 769 362.1 13 10,063 886 58.78% 213
32540  McAlester, OK Micro Area 43,773 657 135 435 3084 43 32,512 494 74.27% 40
32580  McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, TX Metro Area 870,781 65 594 106 68.2 890 535,060 56 61.45% 172
32620 McComb, MS Micro Area 40,324 687 100 557 248.0 131 27,581 550 68.40% 84
32660 McMinnville, TN Micro Area 40,953 682 134 439 327.2 27 20,756 661 50.68% 388
32700  McPherson, KS Micro Area 30,223 810 72 721 238.2 164 15,816 757 52.33% 347
32740  Meadville, PA Micro Area 83,938 426 203 300 2418 149 33,797 481 40.26% 643
32780 Medford, OR Metro Area 223,259 206 222 266 994 749 62,883 298 28.17% 881
32820  Memphis, TN-MS-AR Metro Area 1,337,779 43 2,193 24 163.9 425 860,951 40 64.36% 123
32860 Menomonie, WI Micro Area 45,440 640 69 731 151.8 493 21,694 647 47.74% 458
32900 Merced, CA Metro Area 281,202 175 192 317 68.3 889 126,904 179 45.13% 528
32940  Meridian, MS Micro Area 97,587 398 314 184 321.8 28 69,178 281 70.89% 61
33020  Mexico, MO Micro Area 24,962 855 68 739 2724 86 12,918 821 51.75% 365
33060  Miami, OK Micro Area 30,285 809 85 642 280.7 75 21,460 650 70.86% 62
33100  Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Pompano Beach, FL Metro Area 6,138,333 8 3,830 9 62.4 908 2,839,253 9 46.25% 501
33140  Michigan City-La Porte, IN Metro Area 12,417 359 141 412 125.4 621 40,555 418 36.08% 761
33180  Middlesborough, KY Micro Area 24,097 863 82 660 340.3 18 20,397 667 84.65% 1
33220  Midland, MI Metro Area 83,494 430 87 632 104.2 732 36,998 445 44.31% 548
33260 Midland, TX Metro Area 175,220 248 195 310 11.3 699 114,095 197 65.12% M
33300 Milledgeville, GA Micro Area 52,534 581 87 632 165.6 417 18,038 710 34.34% 798
33340  Milwaukee-Waukesha, WI Metro Area 1,574,731 40 1,231 50 78.2 845 867,626 39 55.10% 273
33380  Minden, LA Micro Area 36,967 730 102 543 275.9 80 24,751 595 66.95% 97
33420  Mineral Wells, TX Micro Area 28,409 822 72 721 2534 17 15,793 759 55.59% 264
33460  Minneapolis-St. Paul-Bloomington, MN-WI Metro Area 3,690,261 16 2,474 19 67.0 895 1,727,186 15 46.80% 481
33500  Minot, ND Micro Area 77,546 451 122 476 157.3 470 34,505 472 44.50% 543
33540  Missoula, MT Metro Area 117,922 346 12 508 95.0 774 31,562 505 26.77% 896
33580  Mitchell, SD Micro Area 23,417 867 50 839 2135 232 14,051 796 60.00% 196
33620  Moberly, MO Micro Area 24,716 859 51 830 206.3 249 9,796 889 39.63% 661
33660 Mobile, AL Metro Area 430,197 126 731 80 169.9 398 312,790 88 72.711% 50
33700 Modesto, CA Metro Area 552,878 103 405 151 73.3 869 214,099 124 38.72% 690
33740  Monroe, LA Metro Area 207,104 220 448 143 216.3 227 127,335 178 61.48% 170
33780  Monroe, MI Metro Area 154,809 278 140 416 90.4 795 70,648 271 45.64% 514
33860 Montgomery, AL Metro Area 386,047 142 698 90 180.8 348 245,144 116 63.50% 136
33940  Montrose, CO Micro Area 47,553 618 80 674 168.2 403 15,183 775 31.93% 837
33980 Morehead City, NC Micro Area 67,686 485 13 504 166.9 409 24,422 602 36.08% 760
34020  Morgan City, LA Micro Area 49,406 600 9 602 184.2 323 30,326 522 61.38% 174
34060 Morgantown, WV Metro Area 140,038 305 230 259 164.2 423 38,873 433 27.76% 886
34100  Morristown, TN Metro Area 142,709 303 324 180 227.0 190 90,764 232 63.60% 134
34140  Moscow, ID Micro Area 39,517 696 50 839 126.5 612 11,813 843 29.89% 860
34180 Moses Lake, WA Micro Area 99,123 392 123 474 1241 626 50,526 360 50.97% 381
34220  Moultrie, GA Micro Area 45,898 635 101 553 2201 217 24,336 604 53.02% 332
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 17 155% Catholic Church 18,964  35.1% 0.6862 124
Non-denominational Christian Churches 40 19.6% Non-denominational Christian Churches 21,594 39.3% 0.6089 487
United Methodist Church 33 254% Non-denominational Christian Churches 4780 21.9% 0.5547 710
Catholic Church 16 16.2% Catholic Church 18,654 53.9% 0.6658 214
United Methodist Church 21 16.5% Non-denominational Christian Churches 6,476  25.0% 0.5613 694
Southern Baptist Convention 38 33.3% Southern Baptist Convention 9,385 46.5% 0.5900 575
United Methodist Church 17 18.5%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 2,720 15.1% 0.4499 881
Catholic Church 13 14.8% Catholic Church 13,101 45.8% 0.6155 458
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 9 20.5% Catholic Church 6,421  41.0% 0.7331 1
Southern Baptist Convention 14 24.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 3,943  34.6% 0.6415 317
United Methodist Church 8 13.6% Catholic Church 9,246  43.3% 0.6874 119
Southern Baptist Convention 49 43.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 14,725  72.6% 0.5741 638
Non-denominational Christian Churches 39 222% Non-denominational Christian Churches 14,910  33.8% 0.6373 344
United Methodist Church 12 28.6% Catholic Church 3,110  28.3% 0.6824 134
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 14 15.7% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 8,381 29.0% 0.7041 63
Southern Baptist Convention 47 39.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 16,096  60.1% 0.5976 528
United Methodist Church 14 22.6% United Methodist Church 2,646  26.3% 0.6911 110
Southern Baptist Convention 43 31.9% Southern Baptist Convention 17,283  53.2% 0.5687 660
Southern Baptist Convention 124 20.9% Catholic Church 405,525 75.8% 0.6237 404
Southern Baptist Convention 31 31.0% Southern Baptist Convention 14,791 53.6% 0.6675 198
Churches of Christ 44 32.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 6,026 29.0% 0.5727 643
Non-denominational Christian Churches; United Methodist Church 7 9.7% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 2,557  16.2% 0.6538 264
United Methodist Church 46 22.7% Catholic Church 6,538 19.3% 0.5878 584
Non-denominational Christian Churches 52 234% Catholic Church 16,613  26.4% 0.4606 870
Non-denominational Christian Churches 566 25.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 205,403  23.9% 0.7325 12
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 17 24.6% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 8,117  37.4% 0.6490 283
Southern Baptist Convention 29 15.1% Catholic Church 95,362  75.1% 0.5785 618
Southern Baptist Convention 90 28.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 31,628 45.7% 0.6658 213
Southern Baptist Convention 17 25.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 4189  32.4% 0.6630 228
Southern Baptist Convention 27 31.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 8,869 41.3% 0.5431 738
Non-denominational Christian Churches 711 18.6% Catholic Church 1,461,518  51.5% 0.6345 355
Non-denominational Christian Churches 17 12.1%  Catholic Church 19,567 48.2% 0.5498 720
Southern Baptist Convention 41 50.0% Southern Baptist Convention 16,097 78.9% 0.3902 914
United Methodist Church 8 9.2% Catholic Church 14,067  38.0% 0.6281 382
Southern Baptist Convention 51 26.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 32,456  28.4% 0.7210 27
Southern Baptist Convention 23  26.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 6,100 33.8% 0.5221 792
Non-denominational Christian Churches 181 14.7% Catholic Church 385,313 44.4% 0.7069 58
Southern Baptist Convention 23 225%  Southern Baptist Convention 10,570  42.7% 0.6742 171
Southern Baptist Convention 29 40.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 8,762  55.5% 0.6300 372
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 296 12.0% Catholic Church 731,331 42.3% 0.6549 259
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 32 26.2% Catholic Church 13,044  37.8% 0.6299 373
Non-denominational Christian Churches 13 11.6% Catholic Church 10,980 34.8% 0.4448 885
Non-denominational Christian Churches 6 12.0% Catholic Church 5492 39.1% 0.7258 21
Southern Baptist Convention 11 21.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 3,620 37.0% 0.5608 695
Southern Baptist Convention 149 20.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 86,967 27.8% 0.7192 29
Southern Baptist Convention 40  9.9% Catholic Church 116,027  54.2% 0.5667 669
Southern Baptist Convention 121 27.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 60,969 47.9% 0.6617 237
Southern Baptist Convention 20 14.3% Catholic Church 35,884 50.8% 0.6241 403
Southern Baptist Convention 152 21.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 72,485 29.6% 0.7152 39
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; Southern Baptist Convention 7 88% Catholic Church 4595  30.3% 0.5085 816
Southern Baptist Convention 26 23.0% United Methodist Church 6,018 24.6% 0.5518 715
Non-denominational Christian Churches 20 22.0% Catholic Church 14,264  47.0% 0.7034 65
United Methodist Church 88 38.3% Catholic Church 10,686  27.5% 0.4564 877
Southern Baptist Convention 140 43.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 56,144  61.9% 0.6004 518
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 7 14.0% Catholic Church 5117  43.3% 0.4837 848
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 22 17.9% Catholic Church 27,249  53.9% 0.6628 230
Southern Baptist Convention 44  43.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 14,611 60.0% 0.5953 542
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

CBSA 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code Metropolitan/Micropolitan Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
34260 Mountain Home, AR Micro Area 41,627 678 90 606 216.2 228 20,363 668 48.92% 425
34300 Mountain Home, ID Micro Area 28,666 820 43 875 150.0 502 10,585 874 36.93% 739
34340  Mount Airy, NC Micro Area 71,359 477 170 351 238.2 163 42,633 408 59.74% 200
34350  Mount Gay-Shamrock, WV Micro Area 32,567 788 92 597 282.5 70 8,304 909 25.50% 905
34380 Mount Pleasant, MI Micro Area 64,394 509 62 769 96.3 769 20,945 659 32.53% 823
34420  Mount Pleasant, TX Micro Area 43,711 659 136 430 3111 39 37,097 441 84.87% 10
34460 Mount Sterling, KY Micro Area 46,977 622 98 572 208.6 244 17,888 716 38.08% 709
34500  Mount Veernon, IL Micro Area 37,113 726 92 597 2479 132 17,377 729 46.82% 480
34540  Mount Vernon, OH Micro Area 62,721 515 128 460 204.1 256 25,054 590 39.95% 654
34580 Mount Vernon-Anacortes, WA Metro Area 129,523 323 137 426 105.8 721 49,961 365 38.57% 697
34620  Muncie, IN Metro Area 111,903 360 156 380 139.4 559 34,791 468 31.09% 847
34660 Murray, KY Micro Area 37,103 727 96 583 258.7 105 22,760 633 61.34% 175
34700  Muscatine, IA Micro Area 43,235 662 64 756 148.0 514 13,868 804 32.08% 835
34740  Muskegon, MI Metro Area 175,824 246 182 330 103.5 735 49,858 366 28.36% 880
34780  Muskogee, OK Micro Area 66,339 490 168 358 253.2 118 50,089 363 75.50% 37
34820  Myrtle Beach-Conway-North Myrtle Beach, SC-NC Metro Area 487,722 114 548 116 124 694 213,702 125 43.82% 560
34860 Nacogdoches, TX Micro Area 64,653 506 158 376 244 4 140 36,093 453 55.83% 257
34900 Napa, CA Metro Area 138,019 309 95 586 68.8 887 69,147 282 50.10% 405
34940  Naples-Marco Island, FL Metro Area 375,752 147 237 251 63.1 905 231,590 19 61.63% 165
34980  Nashville-Davidson—Murfreeshoro—Franklin, TN Metro Area 1,989,519 36 2,733 16 1374 570 1,031,654 27 51.85% 358
35020 Natchez, MS-LA Micro Area 48,225 611 122 476 253.0 120 34,505 472 71.55% 56
35060 Natchitoches, LA Micro Area 37,515 720 115 498 306.5 45 19,434 688 51.80% 363
35100 New Bern, NC Metro Area 122,168 337 274 214 224.3 202 61,222 307 50.11% 404
35140  Newberry, SC Micro Area 37,719 718 17 491 310.2 40 19,306 690 51.18% 375
35220 New Castle, IN Micro Area 48,914 603 90 606 184.0 324 14,318 790 29.27% 869
35260 New Castle, PA Micro Area 86,070 421 137 426 159.2 458 49,492 368 57.50% 226
35300 New Haven-Milford, CT Metro Area 864,835 68 682 92 78.9 842 402,695 73 46.56% 490
35380 New Orleans-Metairie, LA Metro Area 1,271,845 46 1,213 51 95.4 772 857,240 41 67.40% 95
35420  New Philadelphia-Dover, OH Micro Area 93,263 408 200 304 2144 231 46,438 381 49.79% 409
35440  Newport, OR Micro Area 50,395 593 74 708 146.8 523 11,103 862 22.03% 921
35460  Newport, TN Micro Area 35,999 745 99 565 275.0 81 14,025 799 38.96% 685
35580  New Ulm, MN Micro Area 25912 846 41 884 158.2 467 22,766 632 87.86% 5
35620  New York-Newark-Jersey City, NY-NJ-PAMetro Area 20,140,470 1 11,033 1 54.8 921 10,792,217 1 53.58% 317
35660  Niles, MI Metro Area 154,316 279 229 261 148.4 511 67,424 285 43.69% 567
35700 Nogales, AZ Micro Area 47,669 614 46 858 96.5 767 42,058 412 88.23% 4
35740  Norfolk, NE Micro Area 48,744 605 78 688 160.0 450 31,505 508 64.63% 118
35820  North Platte, NE Micro Area 35,791 750 56 805 156.5 474 9,674 893 27.03% 894
35840  North Port-Sarasota-Bradenton, FL MetroArea 833,716 71 602 105 72.2 876 363,298 77 43.58% 570
35860  North Vernon, IN Micro Area 27,613 831 56 805 202.8 261 8,957 905 32.44% 825
35900  North Wilkesboro, NC Micro Area 65,969 494 149 396 2259 194 40,379 419 61.21% 178
35940  Norwalk, OH Micro Area 58,565 537 86 637 146.8 522 22,238 640 37.97% Al
35980  Norwich-New London, CT Metro Area 268,555 185 232 257 86.4 809 95,564 225 35.58% 774
36020 Oak Harbor, WA Micro Area 86,857 418 66 749 76.0 857 48,428 372 55.76% 260
36100 Ocala, FL Metro Area 375,908 146 396 154 105.3 723 144,220 167 38.37% 701
36140  Ocean City, NJ Metro Area 95,263 403 95 586 99.7 747 62,242 301 65.34% 109
36220 Odessa, TX Metro Area 165,171 263 190 319 115.0 678 83,070 248 50.29% 401
36260 Ogden-Clearfield, UT Metro Area 694,863 86 1,249 47 179.7 350 507,729 58 73.07% 48
36300 Ogdensburg-Massena, NY Micro Area 108,505 364 161 370 148.4 512 42,718 407 39.37% 673
36340  Qil City, PA Micro Area 50,454 591 19 489 2359 167 22,486 637 44.57% 541
36380 Okeechobee, FL Micro Area 39,644 694 47 854 118.6 651 15,002 7 37.84% 716
36420 Oklahoma City, OK Metro Area 1,425,695 41 1,705 36 119.6 649 877,917 38 61.58% 168
36460 Olean, NY Micro Area 77,042 455 131 452 170.0 397 27,072 557 35.14% 783
36500 Olympia-Lacey-Tumwater, WA Metro Area 294,793 167 208 290 70.6 883 107,741 204 36.55% 751
36540  Omaha-Council Bluffs, NE-IA Metro Area 967,604 58 830 69 85.8 815 428,828 67 44.32% 547
36580 Oneonta, NY Micro Area 58,524 538 108 525 184.5 321 18,319 701 31.30% 844
36620 Ontario, OR-ID Micro Area 56,957 548 101 553 1773 361 27,072 557 47.53% 464
36660 Opelousas, LA Micro Area 82,540 435 102 543 123.6 632 56,756 328 68.76% 77
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Southern Baptist Convention 24 26.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 10433 51.2% 0.5869 589
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 9 20.9% Catholic Church 3,870 36.6% 0.5652 674
Southern Baptist Convention 72 424%  Southern Baptist Convention 21,408 50.2% 0.6666 207
National Association of Free Will Baptists 27 29.3%  Church of God (Cleveland, Tennessee) 2173 26.2% 0.4080 903
United Methodist Church; Non-denominational Christian Churches 9 145% Catholic Church 11,790  56.3% 0.5009 827
Southern Baptist Convention 33 243%  Southern Baptist Convention 13,524  36.5% 0.6971 88
Church of God (Anderson, Indiana) 16 16.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 4079 22.8% 0.5254 784
Southern Baptist Convention 27 29.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 6,846  39.4% 0.5865 592
Amish Groups, undifferentiated 25 19.5% Non-denominational Christian Churches 4490 17.9% 0.5694 653
Non-denominational Christian Churches 12 8.8% Non-denominational Christian Churches 15,260  30.5% 0.5759 632
Non-denominational Christian Churches 26 16.7%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 6,920 19.9% 0.4943 835
Southern Baptist Convention 33 344% Southern Baptist Convention 11,653  51.2% 0.6413 320
United Methodist Church 12 18.8% Catholic Church 5001 36.1% 0.5053 820
Non-denominational Christian Churches 33 18.1% Catholic Church 15,086  30.3% 0.4651 869
Southern Baptist Convention 44 26.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 21,474 42.9% 0.5692 656
Southern Baptist Convention 186 33.9% Catholic Church 64,176  30.0% 0.6225 411
Southern Baptist Convention 31 19.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 12414 34.4% 0.6889 116
Seventh-day Adventist Church 11 11.6% Catholic Church 43,623 63.1% 0.6414 319
Non-denominational Christian Churches 38 16.0% Catholic Church 134,637 58.1% 0.6966 89
Non-denominational Christian Churches 554 20.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 241,757 23.4% 0.6667 206
Southern Baptist Convention 28 23.0% Southern Baptist Convention 13,217 38.3% 0.7145 41
Southern Baptist Convention 39 339% Southern Baptist Convention 8,238 42.4% 0.6491 281
United Methodist Church 37 13.5%  United Methodist Church 10,190 16.6% 0.6867 123
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 23 19.7% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 4998 25.9% 0.6829 133
Non-denominational Christian Churches 11 122%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 2,230 15.6% 0.4521 879
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 22 16.1% Catholic Church 29,540 59.7% 0.6806 140
Non-denominational Christian Churches 140 20.5% Catholic Church 258,278  64.1% 0.6186 434
Non-denominational Christian Churches 228 18.8%  Catholic Church 535,141  62.4% 0.6947 94
Amish Groups, undifferentiated 34 17.0% Non-denominational Christian Churches 12472 26.9% 0.6592 242
Non-denominational Christian Churches 10 13.5% Catholic Church 3,950 35.6% 0.3794 917
Southern Baptist Convention 38 38.4% Southern Baptist Convention 7,329  52.3% 0.5386 753
Catholic Church 7 17.1% Catholic Church 1,779 51.7% 0.6904 11
Catholic Church 1,151 10.4%  Catholic Church 6,548,253  60.7% 0.6716 181
Non-denominational Christian Churches 28 12.2% Catholic Church 17,349 25.7% 0.6228 408
Catholic Church 9 19.6% Catholic Church 37,528 89.2% 0.3628 921
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 17 21.8%  Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 11,140  35.4% 0.7121 46
United Methodist Church 6 10.7%  United Methodist Church 1,666  17.2% 0.4429 886
Non-denominational Christian Churches 121 20.1% Catholic Church 168,956  46.5% 0.6161 453
American Baptist Churches in the USA 9 16.1%  American Baptist Churches in the USA 1,971 22.0% 0.5078 817
Southern Baptist Convention 87 58.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 26,703  66.1% 0.6186 435
United Methodist Church 13 15.1% Catholic Church 11,286  50.8% 0.5619 689
Catholic Church 31 134% Catholic Church 50,781 53.1% 0.5407 744
Non-denominational Christian Churches 14 21.2% Non-denominational Christian Churches 31,420 64.9% 0.6315 367
Southern Baptist Convention 69 17.4% Catholic Church 38,372 26.6% 0.5740 639
United Methodist Church 22 232% Catholic Church 43,355  69.7% 0.6571 251
Southern Baptist Convention 56 29.5% Catholic Church 26,988  32.5% 0.6443 307
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 1,083 86.7%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 442,947 87.2% 0.5183 799
United Methodist Church 28 17.4% Catholic Church 24,281 56.8% 0.5719 646
United Methodist Church 38 31.9%  United Methodist Church 7,655  34.0% 0.6251 395
Non-denominational Christian Churches 13 27.7% Non-denominational Christian Churches 4,800 32.0% 0.5413 742
Southern Baptist Convention 353 20.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 210,008 23.9% 0.6871 122
United Methodist Church 22 16.8% Catholic Church 12,762 47.1% 0.5398 749
Non-denominational Christian Churches 30 14.4% Non-denominational Christian Churches 45440 42.2% 0.5421 740
Catholic Church 89 10.7% Catholic Church 192,615 44.9% 0.6318 365
United Methodist Church 25 23.1% Catholic Church 6,480 35.4% 0.4986 829
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 25 24.8%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 9,818  36.3% 0.6643 221
Catholic Church 35 34.3% Catholic Church 44213 77.9% 0.6034 506
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

CBSA 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code Metropolitan/Micropolitan Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
36700 Orangeburg, SC Micro Area 84,223 424 234 253 277.8 77 54,539 339 64.76% 115
36740  Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford, FL MetroArea 2,673,376 22 1,943 28 72.7 873 1,294,398 23 48.42% 443
36780  Oshkosh-Neenah, Wi Metro Area 171,730 253 140 416 81.5 832 76,608 259 44.61% 539
36820 Oskaloosa, IA Micro Area 22,190 876 45 864 202.8 262 9,629 894 43.39% 574
36830 Othello, WA Micro Area 20,613 894 38 894 184.3 322 11,071 863 53.71% 31
36837  Ottawa, IL Micro Area 148,539 293 217 276 146.1 527 58,044 320 39.08% 682
36840 Ottawa, KS Micro Area 25,996 844 60 782 230.8 180 9,009 903 34.66% 789
36900 Ottumwa, IA Micro Area 35,437 754 61 7 1721 385 10,380 879 29.29% 868
36940 Owatonna, MN Micro Area 37,406 722 46 858 123.0 633 22,910 630 61.25% 177
36980 Owensboro, KY Metro Area 121,559 340 203 300 167.0 408 81,118 254 66.73% 98
37060  Oxford, MS Micro Area 55,813 556 85 642 152.3 490 22,002 644 39.42% 670
37100  Oxnard-Thousand Oaks-Ventura, CA Metro Area 843,843 70 486 134 57.6 97 430,814 66 51.05% 379
37120  Ozark, AL Micro Area 49,326 601 12 508 2271 189 24,837 593 50.35% 398
37140  Paducah, KY-IL Micro Area 98,660 393 271 219 274.7 82 74,676 264 75.69% 35
37220  Pahrump, NV Micro Area 51,591 588 49 843 95.0 775 11,121 861 21.56% 922
37260 Palatka, FL Micro Area 73,321 472 141 412 192.3 300 32,333 496 44.10% 555
37300 Palestine, TX Micro Area 57,922 541 116 494 200.3 266 31,049 513 53.60% 315
37340  Palm Bay-Melbourne-Titusville, FL Metro Area 606,612 96 490 132 80.8 837 255,575 110 42.13% 609
37420 Pampa, TX Micro Area 22,054 877 51 830 2313 178 18,231 703 82.67% 18
37460 Panama City, FL Metro Area 175,216 249 205 295 117.0 664 64,581 293 36.86% 742
37500 Paragould, AR Micro Area 45,736 638 106 530 231.8 176 21,376 651 46.74% 484
37540  Paris, TN Micro Area 32,199 793 125 471 388.2 8 19,627 686 60.96% 183
37580  Paris, TX Micro Area 50,088 595 131 452 261.5 102 26,233 569 52.37% 345
37620  Parkersburg-Vienna, WV Metro Area 89,490 413 195 310 217.9 222 43,339 403 48.43% 442
37660 Parsons, KS Micro Area 20,184 899 58 792 2874 62 10,715 872 53.09% 331
37740  Payson, AZ Micro Area 53,272 576 88 623 165.2 419 17,611 722 33.06% 816
37770  Pearsall, TX Micro Area 18,385 909 22 924 119.7 647 3,667 927 19.95% 924
37780  Pecos, TX Micro Area 14,812 921 28 913 189.0 312 3,787 926 25.57% 902
37800 Pella, IA Micro Area 33,414 77 68 739 203.5 259 18,129 706 54.26% 294
37860 Pensacola-Ferry Pass-Brent, FL Metro Area 509,905 10 569 109 11.6 697 258,415 107 50.68% 389
37900 Peoria, IL Metro Area 402,391 136 579 108 143.9 540 164,283 149 40.83% 633
37940  Peru, IN Micro Area 35,962 746 52 822 144.6 534 7,978 912 22.18% 920
37980  Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington, PA-NJ-DE-MD MetroArea 6,245,051 7 4,720 8 75.6 858 3,060,860 7 49.01% 423
38060 Phoenix-Mesa-Chandler, AZ Metro Area 4,845,832 1" 2,996 12 61.8 910 2,258,723 1" 46.61% 489
38100 Picayune, MS Micro Area 56,145 552 100 557 178.1 358 35,360 462 62.98% 141
38180  Pierre, SD Micro Area 20,745 892 44 868 2121 235 12,842 822 61.90% 159
38220  Pine Bluff, AR Metro Area 87,751 417 299 195 340.7 16 56,819 327 64.75% 116
38240  Pinehurst-Southern Pines, NC Micro Area 99,727 388 173 345 1735 376 50,016 364 50.15% 402
38260  Pittsburg, KS Micro Area 38,972 701 74 708 189.9 308 16,462 742 42.24% 606
38300 Pittsburgh, PA Metro Area 2,370,930 27 2,639 18 11.3 698 1,298,780 22 54.78% 284
38340  Pittsfield, MA Metro Area 129,026 324 125 471 96.9 764 55,249 332 42.82% 593
38380  Plainview, TX Micro Area 32,522 790 73 "7 2245 199 27,107 556 83.35% 15
38420  Platteville, WI Micro Area 51,938 584 94 590 181.0 347 28,334 542 54.55% 288
38460  Plattsburgh, NY Micro Area 79,843 447 65 754 814 833 34,263 476 42.91% 587
38500  Plymouth, IN Micro Area 46,095 632 9N 602 1974 281 17,678 721 38.35% 702
38540 Pocatello, ID Metro Area 94,896 406 147 400 154.9 481 50,670 359 53.40% 320
38580  Point Pleasant, WV-OH Micro Area 54,673 568 120 485 219.5 220 14,818 781 27.10% 893
38620 Ponca City, OK Micro Area 43,700 660 99 565 226.5 193 30,936 516 70.79% 63
38700 Pontiac, IL Micro Area 35,815 747 68 739 189.9 309 14,954 778 41.75% 613
38740  Poplar Bluff, MO Micro Area 52,809 577 130 454 246.2 136 20,511 666 38.84% 689
38780 Portales, NM Micro Area 19,191 905 40 889 208.4 245 11,356 853 59.17% 207
38820 Port Angeles, WA Micro Area 77,155 452 89 614 115.4 675 27,531 551 35.68% 770
38860 Portland-South Portland, ME Metro Area 551,740 104 471 138 85.4 818 177,471 142 32.17% 833
38900  Portland-Vancouver-Hillsboro, OR-WA Metro Area 2,512,859 25 1,868 30 74.3 862 894,937 36 35.61% 772
38920 Port Lavaca, TX Micro Area 20,106 902 48 846 238.7 159 14,168 792 70.47% 65
38940  Port St. Lucie, FL Metro Area 487,657 115 361 168 74.0 865 203,550 127 41.74% 615
39020 Portsmouth, OH Micro Area 74,008 471 147 400 198.6 272 24119 612 32.59% 822
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Southern Baptist Convention 50 21.4% Southern Baptist Convention 15,463 28.4% 0.7300 15
Non-denominational Christian Churches 442 22.7% Catholic Church 470,680 36.4% 0.6584 244
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America; Non-denominational Christian Churches 17 12.1%  Catholic Church 32,245  42.1% 0.6306 369
United Methodist Church 7 15.6% United Methodist Church 1,839 19.1% 0.6086 489
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 5 132% Catholic Church 4,027  36.4% 0.7104 51
Catholic Church 35 16.1% Catholic Church 26,671 45.9% 0.5762 629
Non-denominational Christian Churches; United Methodist Church 10 16.7%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 1,696 18.8% 0.5323 767
Non-denominational Christian Churches 7 11.5% Catholic Church 2,715  26.2% 0.4686 864
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 9 19.6% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 9,908 43.2% 0.7071 57
Southern Baptist Convention 76  37.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 36,065 44.5% 0.6913 107
Southern Baptist Convention 23 27.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 7,495  34.1% 0.5854 600
Jehovah's Witnesses 48  9.9% Catholic Church 249,661  58.0% 0.6611 239
Southern Baptist Convention 30 26.8% Southern Baptist Convention 11,908 47.9% 0.6174 445
Southern Baptist Convention 98 36.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 41,307 55.3% 0.5779 622
Southern Baptist Convention 11 224% Catholic Church 3,509 31.6% 0.3715 920
Southern Baptist Convention 32 22.7% Southern Baptist Convention 10,736 33.2% 0.6157 457
Southern Baptist Convention 32 27.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 10,690 34.4% 0.6517 267
Non-denominational Christian Churches 116 23.7%  Catholic Church 109,888 43.0% 0.6069 493
Southern Baptist Convention 11 21.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 9,504 52.1% 0.5905 574
Non-denominational Christian Churches 46 22.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 21,778 33.7% 0.5436 736
Southern Baptist Convention 37 34.9% Southern Baptist Convention 13,004  60.8% 0.5517 716
Southern Baptist Convention 35 28.0% Southern Baptist Convention 11,546 58.8% 0.6317 366
Southern Baptist Convention 42 32.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 10,481  40.0% 0.6285 380
United Methodist Church 62 31.8% Non-denominational Christian Churches 10,010 23.1% 0.6462 296
United Methodist Church 12 20.7%  Catholic Church 2,049 19.1% 0.6862 125
Non-denominational Christian Churches 13 14.8% Catholic Church 4821 27.4% 0.5203 795
Southern Baptist Convention 8 36.4% Catholic Church 1,894 51.6% 0.3444 923
Southern Baptist Convention 9 32.1% Southern Baptist Convention 1,238 32.7% 0.4224 898
United Methodist Church 11 16.2% Reformed Church in America 7,084  39.1% 0.6572 249
Non-denominational Christian Churches 123 21.6% Non-denominational Christian Churches 74,434 28.8% 0.6473 291
Non-denominational Christian Churches 82 14.2% Catholic Church 39,175 23.8% 0.6021 509
United Methodist Church 10 19.2%  United Methodist Church 1,429 17.9% 0.3755 919
Non-denominational Christian Churches 745 15.8% Catholic Church 1,673,277  54.7% 0.6572 248
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 617 20.6% Catholic Church 1,111,635 49.2% 0.6456 300
Southern Baptist Convention 37 37.0% Southern Baptist Convention 19,618  55.5% 0.6543 262
Non-denominational Christian Churches 8 18.2% Catholic Church 4079 31.8% 0.7316 14
National Missionary Baptist Convention, Inc. 43 14.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 17,127 30.1% 0.6786 151
Southern Baptist Convention 38 22.0% Catholic Church 12,800 25.6% 0.6804 143
Non-denominational Christian Churches 15 20.3% Catholic Church 4913 29.8% 0.6057 496
Catholic Church 331 125% Catholic Church 726,597  55.9% 0.6833 132
Catholic Church 21 16.8% Catholic Church 38,682 70.0% 0.5791 614
Southern Baptist Convention 28 38.4% Southern Baptist Convention 10,049  37.1% 0.6751 165
Catholic Church 20 21.3% Catholic Church 18,230  64.3% 0.6517 268
Catholic Church 18 27.7% Catholic Church 27,660 80.7% 0.5520 714
Amish Groups, undifferentiated 17 18.7%  Catholic Church 5500 31.1% 0.5699 650
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 92 62.6% Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 33,742 66.6% 0.6448 304
United Methodist Church 29 242% Non-denominational Christian Churches 3,400 22.9% 0.4371 891
Southern Baptist Convention 22 222%  Southern Baptist Convention 8,905 28.8% 0.7004 76
United Methodist Church 11 16.2% Catholic Church 3,095  20.7% 0.5982 526
Southern Baptist Convention 29 22.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 6,485 31.6% 0.5360 761
Southern Baptist Convention 13 325% Catholic Church 5171  455% 0.7045 62
Assemblies of God; Non-denominational Christian Churches 8 9.0% Non-denominational Christian Churches 8,490 30.8% 0.5463 729
Non-denominational Christian Churches; United Church of Christ 52 11.0% Catholic Church 96,402 54.3% 0.5040 822
Non-denominational Christian Churches 333 17.8% Catholic Church 296,662 33.1% 0.5483 724
Southern Baptist Convention 14 29.2%  Catholic Church 5350 37.8% 0.7455 6
Non-denominational Christian Churches 62 17.2% Catholic Church 114,231 56.1% 0.5908 570
Non-denominational Christian Churches 29 19.7% Non-denominational Christian Churches 7,450  30.9% 0.4962 833
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

CBSA 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code Metropolitan/Micropolitan Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
39060 Pottsville, PA Micro Area 143,049 301 241 247 168.5 400 74,126 265 51.82% 360
39100  Poughkeepsie-Newburgh-Middletown, NY Metro Area 697,221 85 516 123 74.0 866 320,749 83 46.00% 505
39150  Prescott Valley-Prescott, AZ Metro Area 236,209 196 266 225 112.6 692 98,175 220 41.56% 621
39220  Price, UT Micro Area 20,412 897 47 854 230.3 181 12,575 831 61.61% 166
39260 Prineville, OR Micro Area 24,738 858 26 917 105.1 725 5,695 917 23.02% 918
39300 Providence-Warwick, RI-MA Metro Area 1,676,579 38 1,025 57 61.1 912 809,010 43 48.25% 448
39340  Provo-Orem, UT Metro Area 671,185 89 1,416 43 211.0 236 595,361 49 88.70% 2
39380 Pueblo, CO Metro Area 168,162 260 166 361 98.7 755 58,988 315 35.08% 784
39420  Pullman, WA Micro Area 47,973 613 76 698 158.4 464 14,802 782 30.85% 850
39460 Punta Gorda, FL Metro Area 186,847 232 136 430 72.8 872 89,601 234 47.95% 453
39500  Quincy, IL-MO Micro Area 75,769 462 145 405 191.4 301 53,736 344 70.92% 59
39540  Racine, WI Metro Area 197,727 229 170 351 86.0 813 82,499 250 41.72% 616
39580 Raleigh-Cary, NC Metro Area 1,413,982 42 1,234 49 87.3 806 691,279 48 48.89% 426
39660 Rapid City, SD Metro Area 139,074 308 193 315 138.8 561 64,077 295 46.07% 504
39700 Raymondville, TX Micro Area 20,164 900 33 906 163.7 427 4,631 922 22.97% 919
39740 Reading, PA Metro Area 428,849 127 422 148 98.4 758 195,715 128 45.64% 513
39780  Red Bluff, CA Micro Area 65,829 496 62 769 94.2 779 20,044 678 30.45% 853
39820 Redding, CA Metro Area 182,155 236 155 384 85.1 823 70,163 273 38.52% 698
39860 Red Wing, MN Micro Area 47,582 616 87 632 182.8 338 30,931 517 65.01% 13
39900 Reno, NV Metro Area 490,596 12 239 249 48.7 926 189,625 129 38.65% 694
39940  Rexburg, ID Micro Area 66,301 491 13 504 1704 396 38,684 434 58.35% 217
39980 Richmond, IN Micro Area 66,553 489 115 498 172.8 380 24,278 606 36.48% 752
40060 Richmond, VA Metro Area 1,314,434 44 1,381 45 105.1 726 711,882 47 54.16% 299
40080 Richmond-Berea, KY Micro Area 106,864 367 170 351 159.1 461 39,948 422 37.38% 728
40100 Rio Grande City-Roma, TX Micro Area 65,920 495 47 854 713 879 55,614 331 84.37% 12
40140 Riverside-San Bernardino-Ontario, CAMetro Area 4,599,839 13 2,441 20 53.1 923 1,994,190 12 43.35% 575
40180 Riverton, WY Micro Area 39,234 698 85 642 216.6 225 14,669 783 37.39% 727
40220 Roanoke, VA Metro Area 315,251 163 560 13 177.6 360 173,570 144 55.06% 274
40260 Roanoke Rapids, NC Micro Area 66,093 492 169 355 255.7 12 31,947 501 48.34% 446
40300 Rochelle, IL Micro Area 51,788 586 74 708 1429 545 24,543 599 47.39% 466
40340 Rochester, MN Metro Area 226,329 203 292 200 129.0 604 120,680 188 53.32% 324
40380 Rochester, NY Metro Area 1,090,135 51 1,004 58 92.1 786 511,946 57 46.96% 477
40420  Rockford, IL Metro Area 338,798 154 320 182 94.5 77 187,772 130 55.42% 267
40460 Rockingham, NC Micro Area 42,946 664 146 403 340.0 19 29,482 531 68.65% 79
40530  Rockport, TX Micro Area 23,830 865 32 907 134.3 587 13,909 802 58.37% 216
40540  Rock Springs, WY Micro Area 42,272 673 54 818 1277 608 19,062 694 45.09% 530
40580 Rocky Mount, NC Metro Area 143,870 299 302 192 209.9 238 69,832 276 48.54% 437
40620 Rolla, MO Micro Area 44,638 650 81 670 181.5 342 17,492 725 39.19% 678
40660 Rome, GA Metro Area 98,584 394 169 355 1714 391 61,585 304 62.47% 152
40700 Roseburg, OR Micro Area 111,201 361 168 358 151.1 498 34,040 479 30.61% 852
40740 Roswell, NM Micro Area 65,157 503 82 660 125.8 617 31,092 512 47.72% 459
40760  Ruidoso, NM Micro Area 20,269 898 38 894 1875 316 9,464 898 46.69% 486
40780 Russellville, AR Micro Area 83,644 428 229 261 273.8 84 40,797 415 48.77% 431
40820 Ruston, LA Micro Area 48,396 609 85 642 175.6 369 26,407 566 54.56% 287
40860 Rutland, VT Micro Area 60,572 527 97 580 160.1 449 24217 609 39.98% 651
40900 Sacramento-Roseville-Folsom, CA Metro Area 2,397,382 26 1,405 44 58.6 916 911,486 35 38.02% 710
40940  Safford, AZ Micro Area 38,533 705 69 731 1791 355 17,601 724 45.68% 512
40980  Saginaw, Ml Metro Area 190,124 231 222 266 116.8 666 90,866 231 47.79% 455
41060  St. Cloud, MN Metro Area 199,671 227 170 351 85.1 822 105,531 208 52.85% 337
41100  St. George, UT Metro Area 180,279 242 330 178 183.0 335 133,506 177 74.06% 44
41140  St. Joseph, MO-KS Metro Area 121,467 341 196 307 161.4 442 51,586 353 42.47% 604
41180  St. Louis, MO-IL Metro Area 2,820,253 21 2,806 15 99.5 748 1,438,886 19 51.02% 380
41220  St. Marys, GA Micro Area 54,768 567 69 731 126.0 615 18,815 697 34.35% 795
41260  St. Marys, PA Micro Area 30,990 801 44 868 142.0 548 17,169 731 55.40% 268
41400 Salem, OH Micro Area 101,877 384 175 341 171.8 386 33,796 482 3317% 815
41420 Salem, OR Metro Area 433,353 125 401 152 925 782 180,788 138 41.72% 617
41460  Salina, KS Micro Area 60,038 529 101 553 168.2 404 25,772 580 42.93% 586
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 40 16.6% Catholic Church 33,533 45.2% 0.6679 195
Jehovah's Witnesses 54 10.5% Catholic Church 198,933  62.0% 0.6219 416
Non-denominational Christian Churches 41 154%  Catholic Church 42,968 43.8% 0.6074 490
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 25 53.2%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 7,675 61.0% 0.6849 127
Non-denominational Christian Churches 4 15.4% Catholic Church 1,054  18.5% 0.3913 913
Catholic Church 205 20.0% Catholic Church 636,185 78.6% 0.5854 599
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 1,356 95.8%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 554,604  93.2% 0.3020 926
Non-denominational Christian Churches 28 16.9% Catholic Church 29,739  50.4% 0.5350 763
Southern Baptist Convention 11 145% Non-denominational Christian Churches 4,440 30.0% 0.4937 836
Non-denominational Christian Churches 21 15.4% Catholic Church 49,477  55.2% 0.6369 347
United Methodist Church 20 13.8% Catholic Church 15,339 28.5% 0.7180 32
Non-denominational Christian Churches 20 11.8% Catholic Church 40,894  49.6% 0.6034 507
Southern Baptist Convention 307 24.9% Catholic Church 174,695 25.3% 0.6787 149
Non-denominational Christian Churches 42 21.8% Non-denominational Christian Churches 12,156 19.0% 0.6296 375
Catholic Church; Southern Baptist Convention 6 18.2% Catholic Church 2,663 57.5% 0.3854 915
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 76 18.0% Catholic Church 83,923  42.9% 0.6384 340
Jehovah's Witnesses 6  9.7% Catholic Church 10,729  53.5% 0.4829 850
Non-denominational Christian Churches 23 14.8% Non-denominational Christian Churches 31,840 45.4% 0.5555 708
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 25 28.7% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 14,889 48.1% 0.7126 45
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 38 15.9% Catholic Church 119,546  63.0% 0.5578 703
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 97 85.8%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 35114 90.8% 0.5444 731
Non-denominational Christian Churches 14 12.2% Catholic Church 4269 17.6% 0.5494 722
Southern Baptist Convention 306 22.2% Catholic Church 161,561 22.7% 0.71107 50
Southern Baptist Convention 58 34.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 17,229  43.1% 0.5204 794
Catholic Church 15 31.9% Catholic Church 50,731 91.2% 0.3813 916
Non-denominational Christian Churches 300 12.3% Catholic Church 1,152,182  57.8% 0.6048 499
Catholic Church; Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 10 11.8% Catholic Church 4635 31.6% 0.5703 649
Southern Baptist Convention 114 20.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 47562  27.4% 0.6779 154
Southern Baptist Convention 47 27.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 8,333  26.1% 0.6549 260
United Methodist Church 13 17.6% Catholic Church 12,7115 51.8% 0.6394 331
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 44 151% Catholic Church 35,336 29.3% 0.6983 85
Non-denominational Christian Churches 128 12.7% Catholic Church 281,880 55.1% 0.6413 321
Non-denominational Christian Churches 51 15.9% Catholic Church 83,628 44.5% 0.6992 82
Southern Baptist Convention 31 212% Non-denominational Christian Churches 9,116  30.9% 0.6991 83
Southern Baptist Convention 8 25.0% Catholic Church 4924 35.4% 0.6960 91
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 16 29.6% Catholic Church 8,900 46.7% 0.6277 387
Southern Baptist Convention 83 27.5%  Southern Baptist Convention 26,049 37.3% 0.6161 454
Southern Baptist Convention 21 259%  Southern Baptist Convention 6,312 36.1% 0.5430 739
Southern Baptist Convention 67 39.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 36,305 59.0% 0.6495 279
Non-denominational Christian Churches 29 17.3% Non-denominational Christian Churches 8,850 26.0% 0.4815 851
Southern Baptist Convention 16 19.5% Catholic Church 12,869 41.4% 0.6418 313
Southern Baptist Convention 7 184% Catholic Church 4469 47.2% 0.6386 336
Southern Baptist Convention 35 15.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 11,309  27.7% 0.5971 532
Southern Baptist Convention 25 29.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 14,632 55.4% 0.6404 325
Catholic Church 15 15.5% Catholic Church 11,049  45.6% 0.5871 587
Non-denominational Christian Churches 126 9.0% Catholic Church 408,887 44.9% 0.5740 640
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 35 50.7%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 11,830 67.2% 0.6012 516
Non-denominational Christian Churches 30 13.5% Catholic Church 31,780  35.0% 0.6620 235
Catholic Church 55 324% Catholic Church 64,636 61.2% 0.6556 258
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 284  86.1%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 116,156  87.0% 0.5133 808
Southern Baptist Convention 39 19.9% Non-denominational Christian Churches 11,660 22.6% 0.5958 538
Southern Baptist Convention 374 13.3% Catholic Church 596,728 41.5% 0.6842 128
Southern Baptist Convention 13 18.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 6,728 35.8% 0.5217 793
United Methodist Church 10 22.7% Catholic Church 12,676  73.8% 0.6214 421
United Methodist Church 23 13.1% Catholic Church 7,058  20.9% 0.5179 800
Non-denominational Christian Churches 52 13.0% Catholic Church 84,679 46.8% 0.5994 524
Non-denominational Christian Churches 18 17.8% Catholic Church 6,694 26.0% 0.6230 407
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

CBSA 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code Metropolitan/Micropolitan Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
41500  Salinas, CA Metro Area 439,035 124 287 203 65.4 900 262,050 105 59.69% 201
41540  Salisbury, MD-DE Metro Area 418,046 132 606 103 145.0 533 163,628 150 39.14% 679
41620  Salt Lake City, UT Metro Area 1,257,936 47 1,790 32 142.3 547 850,263 42 67.59% 91
41660 San Angelo, TX Metro Area 122,888 335 152 391 123.7 631 73,780 266 60.04% 195
41700  San Antonio-New Braunfels, TX Metro Area 2,558,143 24 1,806 31 70.6 882 1,353,996 21 52.93% 336
41740  San Diego-Chula Vista-Carlsbad, CA Metro Area 3,298,634 17 1,748 34 53.0 924 1,366,334 20 41.42% 624
41760  Sandpoint, ID Micro Area 47,10 620 55 813 116.7 667 12,027 840 25.53% 904
41780  Sandusky, OH Micro Area 75,622 464 100 557 132.2 596 42,451 409 56.14% 250
41820  Sanford, NC Micro Area 63,285 513 120 485 189.6 310 30,766 520 48.61% 435
41860  San Francisco-Oakland-Berkeley, CA Metro Area 4,749,008 12 2,917 13 61.4 911 1,836,687 14 38.68% 692
41940  San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara, CA Metro Area 2,000,468 35 978 61 48.9 925 928,750 32 46.43% 495
42020  San Luis Obispo-Paso Robles, CA Metro Area 282,424 174 229 261 81.1 836 109,047 202 38.61% 696
42100  Santa Cruz-Watsonville, CA Metro Area 270,861 182 188 323 69.4 885 106,948 205 39.48% 664
42140  Santa Fe, NM Metro Area 154,823 277 143 408 924 784 111,627 198 72.10% 53
42200 Santa Maria-Santa Barbara, CA Metro Area 448,229 123 315 183 70.3 884 207,844 126 46.37% 497
42220  Santa Rosa-Petaluma, CA Metro Area 488,863 13 295 198 60.3 914 178,047 140 36.42% 754
42300  Sault Ste. Marie, MI Micro Area 36,785 735 69 731 187.6 315 10,053 887 27.33% 892
42340  Savannah, GA Metro Area 404,798 135 450 142 11.2 701 158,982 154 39.27% 676
42380  Sayre, PA Micro Area 59,967 530 122 476 2034 260 18,114 707 30.21% 858
42420  Scottsbluff, NE Micro Area 37,893 714 75 704 197.9 275 17,607 723 46.47% 494
42460  Scottsboro, AL Micro Area 52,579 580 156 380 296.7 52 28,326 543 53.87% 307
42500  Scottsburg, IN Micro Area 24,384 861 38 894 155.8 477 7,878 913 32.31% 829
42540  Scranton—Wilkes-Barre, PA Metro Area 567,559 100 606 103 106.8 716 311,713 89 54.92% 278
42620  Searcy, AR Micro Area 76,822 457 21 288 2747 83 51,155 356 66.59% 100
42660 Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue, WA Metro Area 4,018,762 15 2,649 17 65.9 898 1,652,487 16 41.12% 628
42680 Sebastian-Vero Beach, FL Metro Area 159,788 269 138 424 86.4 810 84,114 244 52.64% 341
42700  Sebring-Avon Park, FL Metro Area 101,235 385 155 384 153.1 488 52,205 347 51.57% 367
42740  Sedalia, MO Micro Area 42,980 663 93 595 216.4 226 22,605 634 52.59% 342
42780  Selinsgrove, PA Micro Area 39,736 692 98 572 246.6 134 18,112 708 45.58% 515
42820  Selma, AL Micro Area 38,462 706 128 460 332.8 23 21,197 656 55.11% 272
42860 Seneca, SC Micro Area 78,607 450 160 372 203.5 258 43,198 405 54.95% 276
42900 Seneca Falls, NY Micro Area 33,814 776 52 822 153.8 485 12,290 835 36.35% 756
42940  Sevierville, TN Micro Area 98,380 395 181 332 184.0 325 57,948 321 58.90% 209
42980  Seymour, IN Micro Area 46,428 626 82 660 176.6 363 25,372 585 54.65% 285
43020  Shawano, WI Micro Area 45,136 643 88 623 195.0 292 23,545 622 52.16% 351
43060 Shawnee, OK Micro Area 72,454 475 142 41 196.0 286 43,894 398 60.58% 186
43100  Sheboygan, WI Metro Area 118,034 345 144 406 122.0 638 64,857 290 54.95% 217
43140  Shelby, NC Micro Area 99,519 389 221 270 2221 21 60,201 3N 60.49% 188
43180  Shelbyville, TN Micro Area 50,237 594 12 508 2229 209 20,737 662 41.28% 626
43220  Shelton, WA Micro Area 65,726 498 52 822 79.1 839 17,435 726 26.53% 898
43260  Sheridan, WY Micro Area 30,921 805 45 864 1455 530 11,462 850 37.07% 735
43300  Sherman-Denison, TX Metro Area 135,543 314 218 274 160.8 445 61,722 302 45.54% 518
43320  Show Low, AZ Micro Area 106,717 368 204 297 191.2 302 48,153 374 4512% 529
43340  Shreveport-Bossier City, LA Metro Area 393,406 140 644 99 163.7 426 283,344 99 72.02% 54
43380  Sidney, OH Micro Area 48,230 610 57 797 118.2 655 30,797 519 63.85% 130
43420  Sierra Vista-Douglas, AZ Metro Area 125,447 330 219 273 174.6 371 56,955 325 45.40% 521
43460  Sikeston, MO Micro Area 38,059 712 89 614 233.8 171 20,649 664 54.26% 295
43500  Silver City, NM Micro Area 28,185 825 55 813 195.1 291 15,977 755 56.69% 239
43580  Sioux City, IA-NE-SD Metro Area 149,940 290 216 281 1441 539 69,924 275 46.63% 487
43620  Sioux Falls, SD Metro Area 276,730 177 379 161 137.0 573 156,633 156 56.60% 241
43660  Snyder, TX Micro Area 16,932 915 42 881 2481 130 9,741 890 57.53% 224
43700  Somerset, KY Micro Area 65,034 504 167 360 256.8 108 35,658 458 54.83% 282
43740  Somerset, PA Micro Area 74,129 470 196 307 264.4 98 36,291 450 48.96% 424
43760  Sonora, CA Micro Area 55,620 560 57 797 102.5 737 13,346 814 23.99% 912
43780  South Bend-Mishawaka, IN-MI Metro Area 324,501 160 359 170 110.6 703 120,814 187 37.23% 732
43900  Spartanburg, SC Metro Area 327,997 159 484 136 147.6 516 169,047 145 51.54% 368
43940  Spearfish, SD Micro Area 25,768 847 41 884 159.1 460 10,187 884 39.53% 662
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Jehovah's Witnesses 27 94% Catholic Church 203,884 77.8% 0.6184 440
United Methodist Church 188 31.0% Catholic Church 55,262  33.8% 0.5874 586
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 1,476  82.5%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 653,868 76.9% 0.6158 456
Southern Baptist Convention 40 26.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 26,237  35.6% 0.6927 102
Southern Baptist Convention 422 234%  Catholic Church 698,767  51.6% 0.6711 183
Southern Baptist Convention 202 11.6% Catholic Church 754,089  55.2% 0.5944 548
Non-denominational Christian Churches 15 27.3% Catholic Church 3,767  31.3% 0.4247 896
Non-denominational Christian Churches 21 21.0% Catholic Church 18,581 43.8% 0.7077 56
Southern Baptist Convention 25 20.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 7,036 22.9% 0.6655 217
Southern Baptist Convention 320 11.0% Catholic Church 1,022,454  55.7% 0.5730 641
Non-denominational Christian Churches 102 10.4% Catholic Church 543,699 58.5% 0.6304 370
Non-denominational Christian Churches 29 12.7% Catholic Church 57,298 52.5% 0.5691 657
Jehovah's Witnesses; Non-denominational Christian Churches 17 9.0% Catholic Church 69,975 65.4% 0.5634 679
Catholic Church 34 238% Catholic Church 77422 69.4% 0.6624 232
Jehovah's Witnesses 27 8.6% Catholic Church 146,869  70.7% 0.6016 512
Jehovah’s Witnesses 29  9.8% Catholic Church 114,837  64.5% 0.5367 759
Catholic Church 13 18.8%  Catholic Church 4594  45.7% 0.4468 882
Southern Baptist Convention 75 16.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 31,400 19.8% 0.5850 601
United Methodist Church 33 27.0% Catholic Church 4190 23.1% 0.4835 849
United Methodist Church 8 10.7% Catholic Church 5649 32.1% 0.6446 305
Southern Baptist Convention 63 40.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 15,151  53.5% 0.6118 477
American Baptist Churches in the USA 8 21.1% Christian Churches and Churches of Christ 3,167 40.2% 0.4973 831
Catholic Church 119 19.6% Catholic Church 219,575 70.4% 0.6385 339
Churches of Christ 36 17.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 19,851  38.8% 0.5863 593
Non-denominational Christian Churches 315 11.9% Non-denominational Christian Churches 568,190  34.4% 0.6013 513
Non-denominational Christian Churches 22 15.9% Catholic Church 47,864 56.9% 0.6712 182
Southern Baptist Convention 23 14.8% Catholic Church 16,290 31.2% 0.6674 199
Southern Baptist Convention 27 29.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 8,331  36.9% 0.6482 285
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 20 20.4%  United Methodist Church 3,982  22.0% 0.6200 430
Southern Baptist Convention 28 21.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 8,928 42.1% 0.6562 253
Southern Baptist Convention 71 44.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 23,900 55.3% 0.6275 388
Amish Groups, undifferentiated; Non-denominational Christian Churches 7 13.5%  Catholic Church 5379 43.8% 0.5511 718
Southern Baptist Convention 72 39.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 26,249  45.3% 0.6142 464
Christian Churches and Churches of Christ 14 171% Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 7873 31.0% 0.6181 441
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 19  21.6% Catholic Church 8,905 37.8% 0.6745 170
Southern Baptist Convention 44 31.0% Southern Baptist Convention 24,539  55.9% 0.5933 557
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 24 16.7% Catholic Church 24,827  38.3% 0.6922 105
Southern Baptist Convention 106 48.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 37,427  62.2% 0.6410 323
Southern Baptist Convention 23 20.5%  Southern Baptist Convention 7,740  37.3% 0.5615 692
Non-denominational Christian Churches 8 154% Catholic Church 5833 33.5% 0.4392 889
Non-denominational Christian Churches 6 13.3% Catholic Church 3,624  31.6% 0.5695 652
Southern Baptist Convention 77 35.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 28,981 47.0% 0.5953 541
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 65 31.9%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 29,315  60.9% 0.6112 479
Southern Baptist Convention 151 23.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 11,745 39.4% 0.7019 70
United Methodist Church 11 19.3% Catholic Church 13,106  42.6% 0.7171 35
Non-denominational Christian Churches 40 18.3% Catholic Church 23816 41.8% 0.6418 314
Southern Baptist Convention 21 23.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 6,490 31.4% 0.6775 156
Southern Baptist Convention 10 18.2% Catholic Church 8,098 50.7% 0.7111 47
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 30 13.9% Catholic Church 31,183 44.6% 0.6473 290
Non-denominational Christian Churches 70 18.5%  Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 36,590 23.4% 0.7091 53
Southern Baptist Convention 11 26.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 4,040 41.5% 0.6655 218
Southern Baptist Convention 69 41.3% Southern Baptist Convention 22,608 63.4% 0.5626 681
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 33 16.8% Catholic Church 8,745  24.1% 0.6627 231
Non-denominational Christian Churches 7 123% Non-denominational Christian Churches 5340 40.0% 0.3958 911
Non-denominational Christian Churches 49 13.6% Catholic Church 50,749  42.0% 0.5641 677
Southern Baptist Convention 170 35.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 80,776  47.8% 0.6343 357
Non-denominational Christian Churches 7 17.1%  Catholic Church 2,364 23.2% 0.5778 624
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

CBSA 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code Metropolitan/Micropolitan Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
43980  Spencer, IA Micro Area 16,384 917 36 903 219.7 219 10,573 875 64.53% 120
44020  Spirit Lake, IA Micro Area 17,703 9N 25 918 1412 554 11,938 842 67.43% 94
44060 Spokane-Spokane Valley, WA Metro Area 585,784 99 519 121 88.6 800 243,966 17 41.65% 619
44100  Springfield, IL Metro Area 208,640 217 242 245 116.0 671 97,791 222 46.87% 478
44140  Springfield, MA Metro Area 699,162 84 522 119 74.7 861 275,324 101 39.38% 672
44180  Springfield, MO Metro Area 475,432 17 672 93 1413 552 241,824 18 50.86% 384
44220  Springfield, OH Metro Area 136,001 312 172 348 126.5 613 46,085 384 33.89% 805
44260  Starkville, MS Micro Area 61,714 521 134 439 21741 224 31,834 503 51.58% 366
44300 State College, PA Metro Area 158,172 270 212 285 134.0 588 53,659 345 33.92% 804
44340  Statesboro, GA Micro Area 81,099 443 97 580 119.6 648 27,909 547 34.41% 793
44420  Staunton, VA Metro Area 125,433 331 257 229 204.9 252 59,627 312 47.54% 463
44460 Steamboat Springs, CO Micro Area 24,829 856 24 922 96.7 766 7,748 914 31.21% 846
44500  Stephenville, TX Micro Area 42,545 669 81 670 190.4 306 20,253 671 47.60% 462
44540  Sterling, CO Micro Area 21,528 883 38 894 176.5 364 8,164 9N 37.92% 714
44580  Sterling, IL Micro Area 55,691 558 102 543 183.2 334 34,999 467 62.84% 144
44620  Stevens Point, WI Micro Area 70,377 478 64 756 90.9 792 32,733 490 46.51% 493
44660  Stillwater, OK Micro Area 81,646 440 120 485 147.0 520 35,541 459 43.53% 573
44700  Stockton, CA Metro Area 779,233 75 494 128 63.4 903 296,830 95 38.09% 708
44740  Storm Lake, IA Micro Area 20,823 889 46 858 220.9 213 10,443 877 50.15% 403
44780  Sturgis, MI Micro Area 60,939 526 13 504 185.4 320 24,392 603 40.03% 649
44860  Sulphur Springs, TX Micro Area 36,787 734 107 528 290.9 61 20,513 665 55.76% 259
44900  Summerville, GA Micro Area 24,965 854 77 695 308.4 42 12,724 826 50.97% 382
44940  Sumter, SC Metro Area 136,700 310 286 205 209.2 241 72,381 267 52.95% 335
44980  Sunbury, PA Micro Area 91,647 410 179 335 195.3 289 42,445 410 46.31% 498
45000  Susanville, CA Micro Area 32,730 786 32 907 97.8 762 8,438 908 25.78% 900
45020  Sweetwater, TX Micro Area 14,738 922 43 875 291.8 60 8,580 907 58.22% 219
45060 Syracuse, NY Metro Area 662,057 91 584 107 88.2 801 320,479 84 48.41% 444
45140  Tahlequah, OK Micro Area 47,078 621 75 704 159.3 457 18,001 712 38.24% 703
45180 Talladega-Sylacauga, AL Micro Area 82,149 438 217 276 264.2 99 46,354 382 56.43% 244
45220 Tallahassee, FL Metro Area 384,298 144 555 114 144 4 537 185,315 134 48.22% 450
45300 Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater, FL Metro Area 3,175,275 18 2,273 23 71.6 878 1,587,715 17 50.00% 406
45340  Taos, NM Micro Area 34,489 764 74 708 2146 229 29,843 528 86.53% 6
45380  Taylorville, IL Micro Area 34,032 774 60 782 176.3 365 11,006 866 32.34% 827
45460 Terre Haute, IN Metro Area 185,031 234 305 188 164.8 421 64,710 292 34.97% 786
45500 Texarkana, TX-AR Metro Area 147,519 296 362 167 2454 139 100,039 217 67.81% 89
45520  The Dalles, OR Micro Area 26,670 839 37 899 138.7 562 6,717 916 25.19% 906
45540  The Villages, FL Metro Area 129,752 322 95 586 73.2 870 39,301 429 30.29% 855
45580  Thomaston, GA Micro Area 27,700 830 64 756 231.0 179 16,440 743 59.35% 205
45620  Thomasville, GA Micro Area 45,798 636 13 504 246.7 133 28,645 539 62.55% 151
45660  Tiffin, OH Micro Area 55,069 564 79 680 1435 544 24,675 598 44.81% 536
45700  Tifton, GA Micro Area 41,344 680 75 704 181.4 343 23,117 625 55.91% 256
45740  Toccoa, GA Micro Area 26,784 837 49 843 182.9 336 15,496 765 57.86% 222
45780  Toledo, OH Metro Area 646,604 94 647 98 100.1 745 292,207 96 45.19% 527
45820 Topeka, KS Metro Area 233,152 199 330 178 1415 550 94,309 227 40.45% 641
45860 Torrington, CT Micro Area 185,186 233 171 350 92.3 785 66,695 286 36.02% 763
45900  Traverse City, MI Micro Area 153,448 283 160 372 104.3 731 42,899 406 27.96% 884
45940  Trenton-Princeton, NJ Metro Area 387,340 141 299 195 77.2 852 185,168 135 47.81% 454
45980  Troy, AL Micro Area 33,009 782 84 651 254.5 115 16,122 752 48.84% 428
46020  Truckee-Grass Valley, CA Micro Area 102,241 382 78 688 76.3 856 29,188 533 28.55% 877
46060 Tucson, AZ Metro Area 1,043,433 53 707 88 67.8 893 405,288 72 38.84% 688
46100 Tullahoma-Manchester, TN Micro Area 107,124 366 272 215 253.9 116 51,668 352 48.23% 449
46140  Tulsa, OK Metro Area 1,015,331 55 1,438 40 141.6 549 578,180 51 56.94% 235
46180  Tupelo, MS Micro Area 163,398 266 465 141 284.6 67 98,635 219 60.36% 191
46220 Tuscaloosa, AL Metro Area 268,674 184 509 125 189.4 3N 135,159 176 50.31% 400
46300 Twin Falls, ID Metro Area 114,283 354 163 364 142.6 546 50,513 361 44.20% 552
46340  Tyler, TX Metro Area 233,479 198 380 160 162.8 434 143,718 168 61.56% 169
46380  Ukiah, CA Micro Area 91,601 41 104 538 113.5 687 36,625 446 39.98% 650
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
United Methodist Church 10 27.8% Catholic Church 2,282 21.6% 0.7318 13
United Methodist Church 5 20.0% Catholic Church 3,253 27.2% 0.7519 5
Non-denominational Christian Churches 90 17.3% Non-denominational Christian Churches 108,850 44.6% 0.5893 577
United Methodist Church 28 11.6% Catholic Church 31,790 32.5% 0.6518 266
Catholic Church 72 13.8% Catholic Church 180,932 65.7% 0.5619 688
Southern Baptist Convention 180 26.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 74,393 30.8% 0.6046 501
Non-denominational Christian Churches 28 16.3% Non-denominational Christian Churches 8,354 18.1% 0.5257 783
Southern Baptist Convention 50 37.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 16,700  52.5% 0.6470 292
United Methodist Church 42 19.8% Catholic Church 15,795  29.4% 0.5296 775
Southern Baptist Convention 27 27.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 12,324 44.2% 0.5162 802
United Methodist Church 44  17.1% Non-denominational Christian Churches 11,410  191% 0.6415 318
Non-denominational Christian Churches 5 20.8% Catholic Church 3,131 40.4% 0.4937 837
Southern Baptist Convention 31 38.3% Southern Baptist Convention 9,713  48.0% 0.6163 451
United Methodist Church 6 15.8% Catholic Church 3,523  43.2% 0.5670 668
United Methodist Church 12 11.8% Catholic Church 14,314 40.9% 0.7297 16
Catholic Church 15 23.4% Catholic Church 19,399  59.3% 0.6221 415
Southern Baptist Convention 28 23.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 10,737 30.2% 0.5972 531
Non-denominational Christian Churches; Southern Baptist Convention 46 ~ 9.3%  Catholic Church 167,694  56.5% 0.5617 691
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 10 21.7% Catholic Church 3,283 31.4% 0.6751 164
Non-denominational Christian Churches 21 18.6%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 7,848 32.2% 0.5697 651
Southern Baptist Convention 36 33.6% Southern Baptist Convention 8,331 40.6% 0.6664 209
Southern Baptist Convention 33 429% Southern Baptist Convention 6,962 54.7% 0.6278 384
Southern Baptist Convention 49 17.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 18,321  25.3% 0.6782 152
United Methodist Church 28 156% Catholic Church 12,440  29.3% 0.6478 287
Southern Baptist Convention 5 15.6% Catholic Church 3970 47.0% 0.4277 894
Southern Baptist Convention 12 27.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 2,523 29.4% 0.7166 36
United Methodist Church 86 14.7% Catholic Church 198,872  62.1% 0.6343 356
Southern Baptist Convention 24 32.0% Southern Baptist Convention 6,646 36.9% 0.5356 762
Southern Baptist Convention 72 33.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 23,617 50.9% 0.6272 390
Non-denominational Christian Churches 98 17.7% Non-denominational Christian Churches 49910 26.9% 0.6557 257
Non-denominational Christian Churches 442 19.4%  Catholic Church 734,490  46.3% 0.6659 212
Catholic Church 32 432% Catholic Church 22,905 76.8% 0.5318 770
United Methodist Church 10 16.7% Catholic Church 2,900 26.3% 0.5087 814
United Methodist Church 56 18.4% Non-denominational Christian Churches 14,540  22.5% 0.5332 765
Southern Baptist Convention 98 27.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 39,040  39.0% 0.6575 247
Non-denominational Christian Churches 7 189% Catholic Church 2517 375% 0.4209 899
Southern Baptist Convention 18 18.9% Catholic Church 16,003 40.7% 0.4862 843
Southern Baptist Convention 22 344%  Southern Baptist Convention 9,183  55.9% 0.6120 474
Southern Baptist Convention 26 23.0% Southern Baptist Convention 11,996  41.9% 0.6663 210
United Methodist Church 17 21.5% Catholic Church 15,006  60.8% 0.6072 491
Southern Baptist Convention 25 33.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 12,036  52.1% 0.6384 341
Southern Baptist Convention 18 36.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 9,065 58.5% 0.5999 521
Non-denominational Christian Churches 75 11.6% Catholic Church 107,470  36.8% 0.6450 302
United Methodist Church 50 15.2% Catholic Church 25,495  27.0% 0.6002 519
United Church of Christ 28 16.4% Catholic Church 44548  66.8% 0.5277 779
Non-denominational Christian Churches 24 15.0% Catholic Church 13,878 32.4% 0.4566 874
Non-denominational Christian Churches 26 8.7% Catholic Church 107,635 58.1% 0.6419 312
Southern Baptist Convention 33 39.3% Southern Baptist Convention 7,886 48.9% 0.6287 379
Non-denominational Christian Churches 9 11.5% Non-denominational Christian Churches 8,152  27.9% 0.4682 866
Non-denominational Christian Churches 129 18.2%  Catholic Church 197,228 48.7% 0.5777 625
Churches of Christ 58 21.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 19,717 38.2% 0.6107 482
Non-denominational Christian Churches 333 23.2%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 172,122 29.8% 0.6610 240
Southern Baptist Convention 155 33.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 57,978  58.8% 0.6277 386
Southern Baptist Convention 162 31.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 55,703  41.2% 0.6272 391
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 62 38.0% Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 26,970 53.4% 0.6185 436
Southern Baptist Convention 94 24.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 55,663 38.7% 0.6823 135
Catholic Church 11 10.6% Catholic Church 15,900 43.4% 0.5937 555
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

CBSA 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code Metropolitan/Micropolitan Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
46420  Union, SC Micro Area 27,244 834 87 632 319.3 32 21,264 655 78.05% 30
46460  Union City, TN Micro Area 30,787 807 19 489 386.5 9 22,962 627 74.58% 39
46500  Urbana, OH Micro Area 38,714 703 74 708 191.1 303 11,312 855 29.22% 871
46520  Urban Honolulu, HI Metro Area 1,016,508 54 790 72 7.7 848 391,319 75 38.50% 700
46540  Utica-Rome, NY Metro Area 292,264 169 331 177 113.3 690 142,728 169 48.84% 429
46620  Uvalde, TX Micro Area 24,564 860 55 813 2239 204 14,034 797 57.13% 231
46660 Valdosta, GA Metro Area 148,126 295 246 240 166.1 412 70,101 274 47.33% 470
46700 Vallejo, CA Metro Area 453,491 122 303 190 66.8 896 146,470 164 32.30% 830
46780  Van Wert, OH Micro Area 28,931 818 51 830 176.3 366 10,282 881 35.54% 775
46820  Vermillion, SD Micro Area 14,967 920 25 918 167.0 407 5,112 920 34.16% 799
46860 Vernal, UT Micro Area 35,620 753 69 731 193.7 297 18,306 702 51.39% 372
46900  Vernon, TX Micro Area 12,887 926 37 899 2871 64 11,142 859 86.46% 7
46980  Vicksburg, MS Micro Area 44,722 648 105 534 234.8 169 30,219 523 67.57% 92
47020 Victoria, TX Metro Area 98,331 396 122 476 1241 627 54,113 341 55.03% 275
47080 Vidalia, GA Micro Area 35,640 752 105 534 294.6 55 20,092 677 56.37% 246
47180  Vincennes, IN Micro Area 36,282 742 72 721 198.4 273 16,098 753 44.37% 545
47220  Vineland-Bridgeton, NJ Metro Area 154,152 280 173 345 112.2 695 67,455 284 43.76% 565
47240  Vineyard Haven, MA Micro Area 20,600 895 27 914 1311 598 5,157 919 25.03% 908
47260  Virginia Beach-Norfolk-Newport News, VA-NC Metro Area 1,799,674 37 1,740 35 96.7 765 787,600 44 43.76% 564
47300 Visalia, CA Metro Area 473,117 119 417 149 88.1 802 252,857 12 53.44% 319
47340  Wabash, IN Micro Area 30,976 803 72 721 2324 174 10,944 870 35.33% 779
47380 Waco, TX Metro Area 277,547 176 446 144 160.7 446 158,603 155 57.14% 230
47420  Wahpeton, ND-MN Micro Area 23,035 872 58 792 251.8 124 15,451 767 67.08% 96
47460 Walla Walla, WA Metro Area 62,584 516 74 708 118.2 653 25,019 592 39.98% 652
47540  Wapakoneta, OH Micro Area 46,422 627 61 7 131.4 597 24,232 608 52.20% 349
47580  Warner Robins, GA Metro Area 191,614 230 190 319 99.2 753 84,878 242 44.30% 549
47620  Warren, PA Micro Area 38,587 704 78 688 202.1 263 14,558 785 37.73% 721
47660 Warrensburg, MO Micro Area 54,013 570 84 651 155.5 478 15,804 758 29.26% 870
47700  Warsaw, IN Micro Area 80,240 445 139 420 1732 378 26,945 560 33.58% 811
47780 Washington, IN Micro Area 33,381 778 102 543 305.6 47 19,020 695 56.98% 234
47820  Washington, NC Micro Area 44,652 649 156 380 3494 14 24131 611 54.04% 305
47900  Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV Metro Area 6,385,162 6 5,024 6 78.7 843 2,983,261 8 46.72% 485
47920  Washington Court House, OH Micro Area 28,951 816 52 822 179.6 351 13,708 809 47.35% 468
47940  Waterloo-Cedar Falls, IA Metro Area 168,461 258 247 237 146.6 524 85,421 240 50.71% 386
47980  Watertown, SD Micro Area 34,489 764 74 708 2146 229 19,975 679 57.92% 221
48020 Watertown-Fort Atkinson, WI Micro Area 84,900 422 102 543 1201 645 43,354 401 51.06% 378
48060 Watertown-Fort Drum, NY Metro Area 116,721 350 136 430 116.5 670 34,511 471 29.57% 863
48100  Wauchula, FL Micro Area 25,327 852 64 756 252.7 122 16,242 747 64.13% 127
48140  Wausau-Weston, WI Metro Area 166,428 261 206 293 123.8 629 85,741 239 51.52% 369
48180  Waycross, GA Micro Area 55,967 554 143 408 2555 113 34,391 475 61.45% 171
48220  Weatherford, OK Micro Area 28,513 821 79 680 2771 78 21,315 653 74.76% 38
48260 Weirton-Steubenville, WV-OH Metro Area 116,903 348 238 250 203.6 257 47,455 377 40.59% 636
48300 Wenatchee, WA Metro Area 122,012 338 140 416 14.7 681 64,319 294 52.72% 340
48460 West Plains, MO Micro Area 39,750 691 94 590 236.5 166 16,592 737 41.74% 614
48500 West Point, MS Micro Area 18,636 906 62 769 3327 24 16,506 741 88.57% 3
48540  Wheeling, WV-OH Metro Area 139,513 307 270 220 193.5 298 57,356 322 41.11% 629
48580  Whitewater, WI Micro Area 106,478 369 108 525 101.4 739 43,965 396 41.29% 625
48620  Wichita, KS Metro Area 647,610 93 759 74 117.2 663 288,890 98 44.61% 540
48660 Wichita Falls, TX Metro Area 148,128 294 245 242 165.4 418 100,498 216 67.85% 88
48700  Williamsport, PA Metro Area 114,188 355 185 328 162.0 441 49,320 369 43.19% 581
48780  Williston, ND Micro Area 40,950 683 55 813 134.3 586 15,601 763 38.10% 707
48820  Willmar, MN Micro Area 43,732 658 7 725 162.4 437 29,513 530 67.49% 93
48900  Wilmington, NC Metro Area 285,905 173 338 174 118.2 654 139,061 172 48.64% 434
48940  Wilmington, OH Micro Area 42,018 675 67 745 159.5 456 12,259 836 29.18% 872
48980  Wilson, NC Micro Area 78,784 449 153 388 194.2 295 37,017 444 46.99% 476
49020  Winchester, VA-WV Metro Area 142,632 304 213 284 149.3 505 58,416 317 40.96% 631
49060  Winfield, KS Micro Area 34,549 763 76 698 220.0 218 13,578 811 39.30% 675
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Southern Baptist Convention 31 35.6% Southern Baptist Convention 12,897  60.7% 0.6367 348
Southern Baptist Convention 29 244%  Southern Baptist Convention 13,422 58.5% 0.5693 654
Non-denominational Christian Churches; United Methodist Church 14 18.9%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 3,370  29.8% 0.4677 867
Non-denominational Christian Churches 79 10.0% Catholic Church 182,571  46.7% 0.5788 617
United Methodist Church 55 16.6% Catholic Church 88,039 61.7% 0.6371 346
Southern Baptist Convention 13 23.6% Catholic Church 5284 37.7% 0.7033 66
Southern Baptist Convention 57 232% Southern Baptist Convention 26,163  37.3% 0.6012 514
Southern Baptist Convention 38 12.5%  Catholic Church 72,568  49.5% 0.5063 819
United Methodist Church 11 21.6% Catholic Church 2212 21.5% 0.5396 750
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 4 16.0% Catholic Church 1,458  28.5% 0.5286 77
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 50 72.5%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 15,350 83.9% 0.5756 633
Southern Baptist Convention 11 29.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 6,827 61.3% 0.5092 813
Non-denominational Christian Churches 20 19.0% Southern Baptist Convention 12,631 41.8% 0.7018 71
Southern Baptist Convention 29 23.8% Catholic Church 25,052  46.3% 0.6804 142
Southern Baptist Convention 34 324%  Southern Baptist Convention 10,177 50.7% 0.6399 329
United Methodist Church 15 20.8% Catholic Church 4078 25.3% 0.6242 402
United Methodist Church 30 17.3% Catholic Church 32,151  47.7% 0.6259 39%4
American Baptist Churches in the USA 4 148% Catholic Church 1,168  22.6% 0.4245 897
Non-denominational Christian Churches 357 20.5%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 203,120 25.8% 0.6250 396
Non-denominational Christian Churches 40  9.6% Catholic Church 172,153  68.1% 0.6388 335
United Methodist Church 15 20.8%  Christian Churches and Churches of Christ 2,489  22.7% 0.5292 776
Southern Baptist Convention 157  35.2%  Catholic Church 54,741  34.5% 0.6996 80
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 17 29.3%  Catholic Church 6,212 40.2% 0.7348 10
Seventh-day Adventist Church 9 12.2% Seventh-day Adventist Church 6,647 26.6% 0.5863 594
Non-denominational Christian Churches; United Methodist Church 11 18.0%  Catholic Church 11,650 48.1% 0.6745 168
Southern Baptist Convention 48 25.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 36,499  43.0% 0.6061 495
United Methodist Church 19  24.4%  United Methodist Church 3,751  25.8% 0.5666 670
Southern Baptist Convention 28 33.3% Southern Baptist Convention 6,435 40.7% 0.4565 875
Amish Groups, undifferentiated 25 18.0% Non-denominational Christian Churches 8,866  32.9% 0.5073 818
Amish Groups, undifferentiated 30 29.4%  Amish Groups, undifferentiated 5106 26.8% 0.6360 352
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 22 14.1%  Christian Churches and Churches of Christ 4282 17.7% 0.6806 141
Non-denominational Christian Churches 791 15.7%  Catholic Church 1,025,790  34.4% 0.6683 193
Non-denominational Christian Churches; United Methodist Church 11 21.2%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 8,130  59.3% 0.5966 534
United Methodist Church 28 11.3% Catholic Church 22,997  26.9% 0.6903 12
Non-denominational Christian Churches 10 13.5% Catholic Church 6,351 31.8% 0.7137 44
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 18 17.6%  Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 14,946  34.5% 0.6673 200
United Methodist Church 30 22.1% Catholic Church 20,448 59.3% 0.4683 865
Southern Baptist Convention 20 31.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 5968 36.7% 0.6935 98
Catholic Church 28 13.6% Catholic Church 33,622 39.2% 0.6803 144
Southern Baptist Convention 44 30.8% Southern Baptist Convention 17,044 49.6% 0.6494 280
Southern Baptist Convention 14 17.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 7,769 36.4% 0.6635 224
United Methodist Church 51 214% Catholic Church 20,139  42.4% 0.5964 537
Non-denominational Christian Churches 19 13.6% Non-denominational Christian Churches 30,940 48.1% 0.6516 270
Southern Baptist Convention 21 22.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 6,235 37.6% 0.5485 723
Southern Baptist Convention 17 27.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 6,480 39.3% 0.6942 97
United Methodist Church 65 24.1% Catholic Church 18,941  33.0% 0.6011 517
Non-denominational Christian Churches 19 17.6% Catholic Church 17,373 39.5% 0.5974 529
Non-denominational Christian Churches 110 14.5% Catholic Church 82,174  28.4% 0.6341 358
Southern Baptist Convention 60 24.5%  Southern Baptist Convention 43608 43.4% 0.6810 137
United Methodist Church 51 27.6% Catholic Church 13,226  26.8% 0.6197 431
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 17 30.9%  Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 5024 32.2% 0.5778 623
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 22 31.0% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 13,090 44.4% 0.7279 19
Southern Baptist Convention 67 19.8% Catholic Church 37,731 27.1% 0.6755 162
United Methodist Church 11 16.4% Catholic Church 2,500 20.4% 0.4721 861
Non-denominational Christian Churches 33 21.6% Non-denominational Christian Churches 8,160  22.0% 0.6386 337
United Methodist Church 50 23.5% United Methodist Church 1,314 19.4% 0.5998 522
United Methodist Church 11 145%  United Methodist Church 2,822 20.8% 0.5822 605
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents
CBSA 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code Metropolitan/Micropolitan Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
49080  Winnemucca, NV Micro Area 17,285 912 17 927 98.4 759 6,860 915 39.69% 659
49100  Winona, MN Micro Area 49,671 597 78 688 157.0 472 27,838 548 56.04% 251
49180  Winston-Salem, NC Metro Area 675,966 88 986 60 145.9 529 409,451 70 60.57% 187
49220  Wisconsin Rapids-Marshfield, WI Micro Area 74,207 468 89 614 119.9 646 36,467 448 49.14% 419
49260 Woodward, OK Micro Area 24,219 862 63 766 260.1 103 17,217 730 71.09% 58
49300 Wooster, OH Micro Area 116,894 349 272 215 232.7 173 54,068 342 46.25% 502
49340  Worcester, MA-CT Metro Area 978,529 57 713 86 72.9 871 417,150 68 42.63% 596
49380  Worthington, MN Micro Area 22,290 875 51 830 228.8 187 14,489 787 65.00% 114
49420  Yakima, WA Metro Area 256,728 191 249 236 97.0 763 119,432 190 46.52% 492
49460  Yankton, SD Micro Area 23,310 870 44 868 188.8 313 13,909 802 59.67% 202
49620 York-Hanover, PA Metro Area 456,438 121 494 128 108.2 712 155,823 157 34.14% 800
49660 Youngstown-Warren-Boardman, OH-PA Metro Area 541,243 107 795 71 146.9 521 257,844 108 47.64% 461
49700  Yuba City, CA Metro Area 181,208 240 133 445 734 868 64,781 291 35.75% 768
49740 Yuma, AZ Metro Area 203,881 223 148 399 72.6 874 71,453 270 35.05% 785
49780  Zanesville, OH Micro Area 86,410 419 139 420 160.9 444 31,185 511 36.09% 759
49820  Zapata, TX Micro Area 13,889 924 22 924 158.4 465 9,033 902 65.04% 112
Totals 313,479,023 305,471 97.4 152,392,302 48.61%
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Table 3: Metropolitan/Micropolitan Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 4 23.5% Catholic Church 3,478  50.7% 0.5801 610
Catholic Church 13 16.7% Catholic Church 12112 43.5% 0.6978 86
Southern Baptist Convention 195 19.8%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 112,516 27.5% 0.7172 34
Catholic Church 17 19.1% Catholic Church 17,141 47.0% 0.6502 274
Southern Baptist Convention 14 22.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 6,497 37.7% 0.7282 18
Amish Groups, undifferentiated 102 37.5% Non-denominational Christian Churches 10,148  18.8% 06177 443
Catholic Church 127 17.8% Catholic Church 294,063 70.5% 0.5767 626
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 7 13.7% Catholic Church 6,558 45.3% 0.7399 7
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; Non-denominational Christian Churches 18~ 7.2%  Catholic Church 60,094  50.3% 0.6340 361
Non-denominational Christian Churches 12 27.3% Catholic Church 5775 41.5% 0.7219 25
Non-denominational Christian Churches 77 15.6% Catholic Church 36,868 23.7% 0.5323 768
Non-denominational Christian Churches 109 13.7%  Catholic Church 100,291  38.9% 0.6616 238
Southern Baptist Convention 13 9.8% Catholic Church 28,007 43.2% 0.5463 728
Non-denominational Christian Churches 20 13.5% Catholic Church 42,620 59.6% 0.5271 781
United Methodist Church 32 23.0% Non-denominational Christian Churches 8,690 27.9% 0.5410 743
Catholic Church; Southern Baptist Convention 4 18.2% Catholic Church 7,636 84.5% 0.5714 647
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Table 4: County Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

FIPS 2020 Population  #of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of  Adherents as % of as % of
Code State, County Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
01001  Alabama, Autauga County 58,805 886 110 804 187.1 1,825 30,249 825 51.44% 1,273
01003  Alabama, Baldwin County 231,767 296 285 236 123.0 2,478 124,351 264 53.65% 1,111
01005  Alabama, Barbour County 25,223 1,595 93 972 368.7 524 17,330 1,249 68.71% 409
01007  Alabama, Bibb County 22,293 1,699 81 1,134 363.3 543 10,887 1,675 48.84% 1,472
01009  Alabama, Blount County 59,134 882 145 556 2452 1,317 33,895 747 57.32% 912
01011 Alabama, Bullock County 10,357 2,385 43 1,908 4152 344 4,894 2,368 47.25% 1,607
01013  Alabama, Butler County 19,051 1,868 89 1,014 467.2 221 11,645 1,603 61.13% 708
01015  Alabama, Calhoun County 116,441 539 286 234 2456 1,311 83,651 367 71.84% 326
01017  Alabama, Chambers County 34,772 1,305 120 732 3451 623 19,381 1,149 55.74% 996
01019  Alabama, Cherokee County 24,971 1,603 89 1,014 356.4 573 12,551 1,527 50.26% 1,370
01021  Alabama, Chilton County 45,014 1,069 133 641 2955 923 33,161 758 73.67% 285
01023  Alabama, Choctaw County 12,665 2,229 76 1,210 600.1 73 7,787 1,968 61.48% 686
01025 Alabama, Clarke County 23,087 1,674 12 786 485.1 181 17471 1,242 75.67% 236
01027  Alabama, Clay County 14,236 2,131 711,292 498.7 165 9,775 1,769 68.66% 412
01029  Alabama, Cleburne County 15,056 2,081 66 1,379 438.4 278 11,829 1,589 78.57% 183
01031 Alabama, Coffee County 53,465 942 126 691 235.7 1,387 37,072 699 69.34% 394
01033  Alabama, Colbert County 57,227 910 142 579 2481 1,288 34,511 733 60.31% 755
01035  Alabama, Conecuh County 11,597 2,307 56 1,570 482.9 188 5043 2,346 43.49% 1,897
01037  Alabama, Coosa County 10,387 2,383 38 2,064 365.8 531 4,901 2,366 47.18% 1,614
01039  Alabama, Covington County 37,570 1,232 18 746 31441 803 21,733 1,062 57.85% 884
01041  Alabama, Crenshaw County 13,194 2,203 62 1,443 469.9 217 8,042 1,946 60.95% 721
01043  Alabama, Cullman County 87,866 666 224 327 254.9 1,233 55,013 525 62.61% 639
01045  Alabama, Dale County 49,326 1,003 12 786 2271 1,455 24,837 958 50.35% 1,364
01047  Alabama, Dallas County 38,462 1,214 128 678 332.8 695 21,197 1,084 55.11% 1,028
01049  Alabama, DeKalb County 71,608 764 202 383 282.1 1,021 45,266 613 63.21% 602
01051  Alabama, Elmore County 87,977 665 146 551 166.0 2,049 40,632 660 46.18% 1,695
01053  Alabama, Escambia County 36,757 1,261 115 763 312.9 810 24,084 990 65.52% 513
01055  Alabama, Etowah County 103,436 592 251 280 242.7 1,335 83,850 366 81.06% 154
01057  Alabama, Fayette County 16,321 2,014 90 1,003 551.4 118 9,847 1,761 60.33% 754
01059  Alabama, Franklin County 32,113 1,380 101 877 3145 799 20,080 1,122 62.53% 642
01061  Alabama, Geneva County 26,659 1,542 92 981 3451 624 15,369 1,350 57.65% 893
01063  Alabama, Greene County 7,730 2,595 29 2,355 375.2 491 2,135 2,848 27.62% 2,897
01065 Alabama, Hale County 14,785 2,097 61 1,467 4126 356 7974 1,951 53.93% 1,088
01067  Alabama, Henry County 17,146 1,959 48 1,763 279.9 1,041 10,551 1,701 61.54% 684
01069  Alabama, Houston County 107,202 571 225 324 209.9 1,617 90,243 344 84.18% 118
01071  Alabama, Jackson County 52,579 955 156 517 296.7 912 28,326 874 53.87% 1,097
01073  Alabama, Jefferson County 674,721 101 1,202 21 178.1 1,936 539,405 53 79.94% 168
01075  Alabama, Lamar County 13,972 2,157 85 1,068 608.4 68 9,724 1,779 69.60% 382
01077  Alabama, Lauderdale County 93,564 642 224 327 2394 1,360 61,998 470 66.26% 488
01079  Alabama, Lawrence County 33,073 1,356 101 877 3054 854 23,019 1,021 69.60% 381
01081  Alabama, Lee County 174,241 381 193 408 110.8 2,607 62,362 468 35.79% 2,440
01083  Alabama, Limestone County 103,570 591 183 431 176.7 1,947 54,163 532 52.30% 1,213
01085 Alabama, Lowndes County 10,311 2,389 54 1,616 523.7 141 5330 2,300 51.69% 1,254
01087  Alabama, Macon County 19,532 1,845 79 1,164 404.5 384 11,646 1,602 59.63% 795
01089  Alabama, Madison County 388,153 184 527 99 135.8 2,356 247,964 141 63.88% 578
01091  Alabama, Marengo County 19,323 1,857 86 1,054 4451 259 16,840 1,273 87.15% 91
01093  Alabama, Marion County 29,341 1,445 98 915 334.0 686 16,422 1,301 55.97% 980
01095 Alabama, Marshall County 97,612 621 217 341 222.3 1,505 63,093 462 64.64% 545
01097  Alabama, Mobile County 414,809 173 656 76 158.1 2,141 302,706 108 72.97% 300
01099  Alabama, Monroe County 19,772 1,830 80 1,146 404.6 382 12,987 1,492 65.68% 505
01101  Alabama, Montgomery County 228,954 301 388 156 169.5 2,021 168,933 201 73.78% 278
01103  Alabama, Morgan County 123,421 515 250 281 202.6 1,678 85,119 357 68.97% 403
01105  Alabama, Perry County 8,511 2,531 47 1,801 552.2 116 4,673 2,406 54.91% 1,039
01107  Alabama, Pickens County 19,123 1,864 99 903 517.7 148 13,315 1,471 69.63% 380
01109  Alabama, Pike County 33,009 1,359 84 1,087 254.5 1,235 16,122 1,314 48.84% 1,471
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Table 4: County Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents——-———  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Southern Baptist Convention 34  309% Southern Baptist Convention 17,115 56.6% 0.5943 1,597
Southern Baptist Convention 68 23.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 37,107 29.8% 0.6756 539
Southern Baptist Convention 25 26.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 4884  28.2% 0.7306 92
Southern Baptist Convention 42 51.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 8,003 73.5% 0.5428 2,234
Southern Baptist Convention 74 51.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 23,602 69.6% 0.5878 1,696
Southern Baptist Convention 10 23.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 1,629  33.3% 0.6334 1,058
Southern Baptist Convention 36 40.4% Southern Baptist Convention 5850 50.2% 0.6023 1,492
Southern Baptist Convention 88 30.8% Southern Baptist Convention 40,910 48.9% 0.5932 1,620
Southern Baptist Convention 35 29.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 8,241  425% 0.6793 512
Southern Baptist Convention 47 52.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 9,771 77.9% 0.5704 1,913
Southern Baptist Convention 59 44.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 20,139  60.7% 0.5264 2,387
Southern Baptist Convention 29 382%  Southern Baptist Convention 3,855  49.5% 0.6603 749
Southern Baptist Convention 47 42.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 10,538  60.3% 0.6271 1,157
Southern Baptist Convention 38 53.5% Southern Baptist Convention 6,704  68.6% 0.6044 1,470
Southern Baptist Convention 39 59.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 9,511 80.4% 0.4185 2,928
Southern Baptist Convention 55 43.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 22,017 59.4% 0.6000 1,525
Southern Baptist Convention 42 29.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 17,928 51.9% 0.6367 1,021
Southern Baptist Convention 18 32.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 2614  51.8% 0.5748 1,859
Southern Baptist Convention 19 50.0% Southern Baptist Convention 2,768 56.5% 0.5687 1,946
Southern Baptist Convention 51 43.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 14,259  65.6% 0.5783 1,811
Southern Baptist Convention 26 41.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 5502  68.4% 0.5845 1,740
Southern Baptist Convention 113 50.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 31,707  57.6% 0.5625 2,026
Southern Baptist Convention 30 26.8% Southern Baptist Convention 11,908  47.9% 0.6174 1,294
Southern Baptist Convention 28 21.9%  Southern Baptist Convention 8,928 42.1% 0.6562 785
Southern Baptist Convention 82 40.6% Southern Baptist Convention 25803 57.0% 0.6214 1,237
Southern Baptist Convention 44 30.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 20,394  50.2% 0.5830 1,756
Southern Baptist Convention 41 35.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 13,362  55.5% 0.5868 1,713
Southern Baptist Convention 104 41.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 46,232 55.1% 0.5407 2,256
Southern Baptist Convention 33 36.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 5499 55.8% 0.5805 1,785
Southern Baptist Convention 36 35.6%  Southern Baptist Convention 10,529  52.4% 0.6276 1,148
Southern Baptist Convention 36 39.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 10,956  71.3% 0.5779 1,817
Southern Baptist Convention 6 20.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 563  26.4% 0.4537 2,814
Southern Baptist Convention 15 24.6% Southern Baptist Convention 2,953 37.0% 0.6714 594
Southern Baptist Convention 18 37.5%  Southern Baptist Convention 4787 454% 0.6370 1,014
Southern Baptist Convention 64 28.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 38,297 42.4% 0.6050 1,458
Southern Baptist Convention 63 40.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 15,151  53.5% 0.6118 1,374
Southern Baptist Convention 249 20.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 158,098  29.3% 0.7134 198
Southern Baptist Convention 25 29.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 3,774  38.8% 0.5615 2,049
Churches of Christ 62 27.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 18,513 29.9% 0.5982 1,545
Southern Baptist Convention 33  32.7% Southern Baptist Convention 14,233  61.8% 0.5476 2,189
Southern Baptist Convention 37 19.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 18,086  29.0% 0.5464 2,205
Churches of Christ 49 26.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 23,036 42.5% 0.6459 908
Southern Baptist Convention 10 18.5%  Southern Baptist Convention 1,086 20.4% 0.6674 647
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 16 20.3% National Missionary Baptist Convention, Inc. 2,442 21.0% 0.7128 202
Southern Baptist Convention 96 18.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 63,313 25.5% 0.7213 139
Southern Baptist Convention 30 349% Southern Baptist Convention 8425 50.0% 0.5518 2,142
Southern Baptist Convention 27 27.6% Southern Baptist Convention 8,810 53.6% 0.5592 2,077
Southern Baptist Convention 102 47.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 34,847  55.2% 0.6341 1,050
Non-denominational Christian Churches 127  19.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 81,350 26.9% 0.7233 126
Southern Baptist Convention 30 37.5%  Southern Baptist Convention 6,506  50.1% 0.6740 566
Non-denominational Christian Churches 66 17.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 33,890 20.1% 0.7573 16
Southern Baptist Convention 75 30.0% Southern Baptist Convention 33,379 39.2% 0.6175 1,291
United Methodist Church 14 29.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 1,837 39.3% 0.6712 595
Southern Baptist Convention 38 38.4%  Southern Baptist Convention 7,185 54.0% 0.6521 834
Southern Baptist Convention 33 39.3% Southern Baptist Convention 7,886 48.9% 0.6287 1,125
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Table 4: County Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

FIPS 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code State, County Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
01111 Alabama, Randolph County 21,967 1,715 99 903 450.7 248 10,894 1,674 49.59% 1,417
01113  Alabama, Russell County 59,183 881 125 697 2112 1,609 36,124 714 61.04% 714
01115  Alabama, St. Clair County 91,103 657 162 495 177.8 1,940 47,436 591 52.07% 1,227
01117  Alabama, Shelby County 223,024 312 236 301 105.8 2,662 98,262 320 44.06% 1,855
01119  Alabama, Sumter County 12,345 2,253 41 1972 3321 699 5009 2,350 40.58% 2,097
01121 Alabama, Talladega County 82,149 698 217 341 264.2 1,162 46,354 603 56.43% 962
01123  Alabama, Tallapoosa County 41,311 1,155 139 600 336.5 679 30,202 829 73.11% 296
01125  Alabama, Tuscaloosa County 227,036 305 320 206 140.9 2,309 111,735 285 49.21% 1,448
01127  Alabama, Walker County 65,342 823 217 341 3321 700 43,544 631 66.64% 474
01129  Alabama, Washington County 15,388 2,068 75 1,223 4874 177 10,084 1,744 65.53% 512
01131 Alabama, Wilcox County 10,600 2,369 62 1,443 584.9 86 5633 2,255 53.14% 1,145
01133 Alabama, Winston County 23,540 1,653 74 1,238 3144 801 13,708 1,447 58.23% 862
02013  Alaska, Aleutians East Borough 3,420 2,928 9 3,014 263.2 1,170 1425 2,974 41.67% 2,030
02016  Alaska, Aleutians West Census Area 5,232 2,806 10 2,988 191.1 1,788 985 3,034 18.83% 3,098
02020  Alaska, Anchorage Municipality 291,247 243 350 181 120.2 2,508 109,633 292 37.64% 2,318
02050  Alaska, Bethel Census Area 18,666 1,886 62 1,443 332.2 698 7216 2,038 38.66% 2,231
02060  Alaska, Bristol Bay Borough 844 3,113 7 3,062 829.4 19 225 3127 26.66% 2,930
02063  Alaska, Chugach Census Area 7,102 2,648 24 2,556 337.9 670 2573 2774 36.23% 2,409
02066  Alaska, Copper River Census Area 2,617 2,986 9 3,014 343.9 631 866 3,052 33.09% 2,619
02068  Alaska, Denali Borough 1,619 3,073 7 3,062 4324 295 612 3,088 37.80% 2,300
02070  Alaska, Dillingham Census Area 4,857 2,833 20 2,705 411.8 359 1,723 2,921 35.47% 2,462
02090  Alaska, Fairbanks North Star Borough 95,655 630 122 716 1275 2,428 28,903 859 30.22% 2,777
02100 Alaska, Haines Borough 2,080 3,036 10 2,988 480.8 196 640 3,083 30.77% 2,751
02105  Alaska, Hoonah-Angoon Census Area 2,365 3,012 12 2,934 507.4 156 455 3,105 19.24% 3,091
02110  Alaska, Juneau City and Borough 32,255 1,376 48 1,763 148.8 2,240 10,531 1,703 32.65% 2,642
02122  Alaska, Kenai Peninsula Borough 58,799 887 136 622 2313 1,419 25,268 944 42.97% 1,935
02130 Alaska, Ketchikan Gateway Borough 13,948 2,158 25 2,508 179.2 1,916 4385 2,458 31.44% 2,712
02150  Alaska, Kodiak Island Borough 13,101 2,208 28 2,386 213.7 1,589 4,332 2,467 33.07% 2,620
02158  Alaska, Kusilvak Census Area 8,368 2,548 24 2,556 286.8 986 5649 2,253 67.51% 449
02164  Alaska, Lake and Peninsula Borough 1,476 3,078 9 3,014 609.8 66 663 3,082 44.92% 1,782
02170  Alaska, Matanuska-Susitna Borough 107,081 572 137 613 1279 2,424 32,707 768 30.54% 2,762
02180  Alaska, Nome Census Area 10,046 2,403 33 2211 3285 716 3433 2,628 34.17% 2,545
02185  Alaska, North Slope Borough 11,031 2,339 17 2,798 154.1 2,183 1,604 2,947 14.54% 3,124
02188  Alaska, Northwest Arctic Borough 7,793 2,591 24 2,556 308.0 836 1419 2,976 18.21% 3,103
02195  Alaska, Petersburg Borough 3,398 2,929 13 2,908 382.6 462 1,184 3,013 34.84% 2,503
02198  Alaska, Prince of Wales-Hyder Census Area 5,753 2,755 24 2,556 417.2 339 1,814 2,902 31.53% 2,700
02220  Alaska, Sitka City and Borough 8,458 2,537 19 2,737 2246 1,477 2,340 2814 27.67% 2,894
02230  Alaska, Skagway Municipality 1,240 3,098 4 3,110 3226 750 275 3,121 22.18% 3,059
02240  Alaska, Southeast Fairbanks Census Area 6,808 2,673 30 2310 440.7 273 2,253 2,832 33.09% 2,618
02275  Alaska, Wrangell City and Borough 2,127 3,033 1 2,957 517.2 149 784 3,061 36.86% 2,363
02282  Alaska, Yakutat City and Borough 662 3,130 4 3,110 604.2 70 406 3,110 61.33% 696
02290  Alaska, Yukon-Koyukuk Census Area 5,343 2,792 36 2,130 673.8 37 3,717 2,579 69.57% 385
04001  Arizona, Apache County 66,021 810 127 683 192.4 1,777 25412 938 38.49% 2,246
04003  Arizona, Cochise County 125,447 509 219 336 174.6 1,965 56,955 506 45.40% 1,754
04005  Arizona, Coconino County 145,101 456 156 517 107.5 2,642 47,076 596 32.44% 2,656
04007  Arizona, Gila County 53,272 948 88 1,032 165.2 2,063 17,611 1,232 33.06% 2,621
04009  Arizona, Graham County 38,533 1,211 69 1,324 179.1 1,921 17,601 1,234 45.68% 1,727
04011 Arizona, Greenlee County 9,563 2,448 19 2737 198.7 1,713 2,778 2,743 29.05% 2,848
04012  Arizona, La Paz County 16,557 1,999 37 2,009 2235 1,491 5068 2,342 30.61% 2,759
04013  Arizona, Maricopa County 4,420,568 4 2,655 4 60.1 3,067 2,088,166 4 47.24% 1,609
04015  Arizona, Mohave County 213,267 321 161 500 75.5 2,925 54,656 528 25.63% 2,967
04017  Arizona, Navajo County 106,717 575 204 376 191.2 1,786 48,153 583 4512% 1,767
04019  Arizona, Pima County 1,043,433 45 707 65 67.8 3,003 405,288 76 38.84% 2,212
04021  Arizona, Pinal County 425,264 167 341 190 80.2 2,877 170,557 199 40.11% 2,124
04023  Arizona, Santa Cruz County 47,669 1,025 46 1,832 96.5 2,747 42,058 650 88.23% 80
04025  Arizona, Yavapai County 236,209 290 266 261 112.6 2,588 98,175 321 41.56% 2,036
04027  Arizona, Yuma County 203,881 335 148 544 72.6 2,948 71,453 410 35.05% 2,488
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Table 4: County Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

-—Largest Religious Body by # of Congregations Largest Religious Body by # of Adherents—————  Diversity  Diversity
#of % of All #of % ofAll Index Index
Religious Body (Bodies) Congr. Congr. Religious Body (Bodies) Adher. Adher. Value  Value Rank
Southern Baptist Convention 35 35.4% Southern Baptist Convention 5069 46.5% 0.5985 1,542
Southern Baptist Convention 30 24.0%  Southern Baptist Convention 15,996  44.3% 0.6690 627
Southern Baptist Convention 66 40.7%  Southern Baptist Convention 23,809 50.2% 0.5679 1,955
Southern Baptist Convention 73 30.9% Southern Baptist Convention 39,220  39.9% 0.5900 1,659
Southern Baptist Convention 12 29.3%  Southern Baptist Convention 1,773 35.4% 0.5729 1,883
Southern Baptist Convention 72 332% Southern Baptist Convention 23,617  50.9% 0.6272 1,152
Southern Baptist Convention 56 40.3% Southern Baptist Convention 16,707 55.3% 0.6305 1,096
Southern Baptist Convention 103  32.2%  Southern Baptist Convention 45,002 40.3% 0.6176 1,289
Southern Baptist Convention 74 34.1%  Southern Baptist Convention 22,565 51.8% 0.5689 1,940
Southern Baptist Convention 32 42.7% Southern Baptist Convention 5617 55.7% 0.5710 1,906
Southern Baptist Convention 16 25.8%  Southern Baptist Convention 2,000 35.5% 0.6655 671
Southern Baptist Convention 38 514%  Southern Baptist Convention 8,880 64.8% 0.5525 2,136
Orthodox Church in America 4 444% Non-denominational Christian Churches 1,100  77.2% 0.5424 2,236
Orthodox Church in America 6 60.0% Orthodox Church in America 420 42.6% 0.3287 3,073
Non-denominational Christian Churches 65 18.6% Non-denominational Christian Churches 33,276 30.4% 0.5661 1,981
Orthodox Church in America 22 355% Orthodox Church in America 3,613 50.1% 0.5632 2,015
Non-denominational Christian Churches; Orthodox Church inAmerica 2 28.6%  Non-denominational Christian Churches 100 44.4% 0.4190 2,926
Orthodox Church in America 4 16.7% Non-denominational Christian Churches 680 26.4% 0.5559 2,106
Non-denominational Christian Churches 4 444% Non-denominational Christian Churches 518  59.8% 0.4886 2,633
Non-denominational Christian Churches; Southern Baptist Convention 2 28.6%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 212 34.6% 0.5530 2,132
Orthodox Church in America 7 35.0% Orthodox Church in America 1,185 68.8% 0.5169 2,463
Non-denominational Christian Churches 24 19.7% Non-denominational Christian Churches 9,216 31.9% 0.4793 2,705
Assemblies of God 2 20.0% Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 212 33.1% 0.4949 2,598
Assemblies of God 3 25.0% Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 212 46.6% 0.3328 3,070
Non-denominational Christian Churches 7 146% Catholic Church 3,849  36.5% 0.5157 2,470
Non-denominational Christian Churches 31 228% Non-denominational Christian Churches 14,030  55.5% 0.5610 2,057
Southern Baptist Convention 3 12.0% Catholic Church 1,300 29.6% 0.4973 2,587
Orthodox Church in America 7 25.0% Catholic Church 1,000 23.1% 0.5186 2,447
Catholic Church 12 50.0% Catholic Church 4436 78.5% 0.5988 1,540
Orthodox Church in America 9 100.0%  Orthodox Church in America 663 100.0% 0.4948 2,599
Non-denominational Christian Churches 32 234% Non-denominational Christian Churches 9,980 30.5% 0.4787 2,707
Evangelical Covenant Church 7 21.2% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 1,873 54.6% 0.5193 2,442
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 6 35.3% Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 562  35.0% 0.2614 3,114
Evangelical Friends Church International 11 45.8% Episcopal Church 446  31.4% 0.3208 3,082
Assemblies of God; Salvation Army 2 154% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 494 M.7% 0.5370 2,295
Southern Baptist Convention 4 16.7%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 594 32.7% 0.4944 2,602
Non-denominational Christian Churches 2 10.5% Catholic Church 600 25.6% 0.4587 2,792
4 Religious Bodies 1 25.0% Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 212 771% 0.3635 3,037
Southern Baptist Convention 7 23.3%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 594 26.4% 0.5090 2,518
11 Religious Bodies 1 91% Assemblies of God 233 29.7% 0.5632 2,016
4 Religious Bodies 1 25.0% Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 212 52.2% 0.7057 252
Episcopal Church 17 47.2%  Episcopal Church 1,998 53.8% 0.7327 85
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 27 21.3% Catholic Church 11,524 45.3% 0.5691 1,934
Non-denominational Christian Churches 40 18.3% Catholic Church 23816 41.8% 0.6418 953
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 30 19.2% Catholic Church 17,327  36.8% 0.5152 2,473
Non-denominational Christian Churches 13 14.8% Catholic Church 4821  27.4% 0.5203 2,434
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 35 50.7%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 11,830 67.2% 0.6012 1,510
Non-denominational Christian Churches 4 211% Catholic Church 819  29.5% 0.4682 2,756
Non-denominational Christian Churches; Southern Baptist Convention 5 13.5% Catholic Church 1,886 37.2% 0.4912 2,622
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 546 20.6% Catholic Church 1,019,572 48.8% 0.6508 846
Non-denominational Christian Churches 33 20.5% Catholic Church 20,969 38.4% 0.4278 2,895
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 65 31.9%  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 29,315  60.9% 0.6112 1,379
Non-denominational Christian Churches 129 18.2% Catholic Church 197,228 48.7% 0.5777 1,822
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 71 20.8% Catholic Church 92,063 54.0% 0.5836 1,750
Catholic Church 9 19.6% Catholic Church 37,528  89.2% 0.3628 3,039
Non-denominational Christian Churches 41 15.4% Catholic Church 42,968 43.8% 0.6074 1,430
Non-denominational Christian Churches 20 13.5% Catholic Church 42,620 59.6% 0.5271 2,383
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Table 4: County Summary of Congregations and Adherents, 2020 continued

Congr. Per Congr. Per Adherents Adherents

FIPS 2020 Population  # of Congr. 100,000 100,000 #of Adherents  as % of as % of
Code State, County Name Population Rank Congr. Rank Population Population Rank  Adherents  Rank Population Population Rank
05001  Arkansas, Arkansas County 17,149 1,958 75 1,223 437.3 281 11,556 1,610 67.39% 455
05003  Arkansas, Ashley County 19,062 1,867 97 928 508.9 155 16,676 1,288 87.48% 88
05005 Arkansas, Baxter County 41,627 1,151 90 1,003 216.2 1,561 20,363 1,109 48.92% 1,467
05007  Arkansas, Benton County 284,333 247 376 165 132.2 2,390 138,790 243 48.81% 1,477
05009 Arkansas, Boone County 37,373 1,238 101 877 270.2 1,117 24,564 969 65.73% 503
05011  Arkansas, Bradley County 10,545 2,375 62 1,443 588.0 83 8,153 1,932 77.32% 204
05013  Arkansas, Calhoun County 4,739 2,837 41 1,972 865.2 15 4321 247 91.18% 56
05015  Arkansas, Carroll County 28,260 1,486 81 1,134 286.6 988 12,385 1,544 43.83% 1,871
05017  Arkansas, Chicot County 10,208 2,397 38 2,064 372.3 505 5683 2,248 55.67% 999
05019  Arkansas, Clark County 21,446 1,742 99 903 461.6 229 16,891 1,269 78.76% 179
05021 Arkansas, Clay County 14,552 2,114 57 1,544 391.7 427 7,559 2,001 51.94% 1,235
05023  Arkansas, Cleburne County 24,711 1,616 74 1,238 299.5 893 15,665 1,337 63.39% 592
05025 Arkansas, Cleveland County 7,550 2,615 46 1,832 609.3 67 4866 2,372 64.45% 554
05027  Arkansas, Columbia County 22,801 1,682 99 903 4342 290 18,864 1,171 82.73% 132
05029 Arkansas, Conway County 20,715 1,776 80 1,146 386.2 447 10,617 1,694 51.25% 1,289
05031  Arkansas, Craighead County 111,231 550 222 330 199.6 1,701 67,207 447 60.42% 750
05033  Arkansas, Crawford County 60,133 872 142 579 236.1 1,381 31,726 790 52.76% 1,175
05035  Arkansas, Crittenden County 48,163 1,018 96 939 199.3 1,704 31,727 789 65.87% 496
05037  Arkansas, Cross County 16,833 1,980 62 1,443 368.3 526 9,769 1,771 58.03% 870
05039  Arkansas, Dallas County 6,482 2,700 42 1,939 647.9 46 4,349 2,464 67.09% 463
05041  Arkansas, Desha County 11,395 2,321 58 1,526 509.0 154 7,598 1,996 66.68% 473
05043  Arkansas, Drew County 17,350 1,947 74 1,238 426.5 3N 13,944 1427 80.37% 164
05045  Arkansas, Faulkner County 123,498 514 200 388 161.9 2,102 68,102 435 55.14% 1,025
05047  Arkansas, Franklin County 17,097 1,965 51 1,682 298.3 902 8,104 1,938 47.40% 1,593
05049  Arkansas, Fulton County 12,075 2,274 44 1,876 364.4 538 5129 2,329 42.48% 1,979
05051 Arkansas, Garland County 100,180 603 184 428 183.7 1,868 51,165 556 51.07% 1,310
05053  Arkansas, Grant County 17,958 1,919 58 1,526 323.0 746 9,002 1,851 50.13% 1,377
05055  Arkansas, Greene County 45,736 1,063 106 829 2318 1,414 21,376 1,074 46.74% 1,647
05057  Arkansas, Hempstead County 20,065 1,813 94 960 468.5 219 12,677 1,517 63.18% 604
05059  Arkansas, Hot Spring County 33,040 1,357 104 849 314.8 795 16,719 1,283 50.60% 1,347
05061  Arkansas, Howard County 12,785 2,224 62 1,443 484.9 182 7,785 1,969 60.89% 725
05063  Arkansas, Independence County 37,938 1,223 19 740 313.7 809 27,735 885 73.11% 297
05065 Arkansas, Izard County 13,577 2,182 60 1,489 4419 267 6,720 2,110 49.50% 1,424
05067  Arkansas, Jackson County 16,755 1,988 64 1,414 382.0 464 8,877 1,868 52.98% 1,162
05069 Arkansas, Jefferson County 67,260 796 214 351 318.2 775 46,761 600 69.52% 388
05071  Arkansas, Johnson County 25,749 1,571 66 1,379 256.3 1,224 12,671 1,518 49.21% 1,449
05073  Arkans