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What can IP tell us about America’s past?

* Incremental progress
over time
Inventor

* What was impOl’tant 1« : collectible cards
to people and why?

 |nnovation is all
around us

 How can we Inspire
the next generation
of creators?




Article |, Section 8, Clause 8

: lous '
R oY )
LA Yeowple ' :

[The Congress shall have
Power ... ] To promote the
Progress of Science and
use?ul Arts, by securing for
limited Times to Authors
and Inventors the
exclusive Right to their
respective Writings and
Discovertes.



Innovation has deep roots




What did the early IP system look like?

Following passage of the 1790
Patent Act, the first Patent Board,
B ey BT R, composed of Secretary of State
Bl i e e it Thomas Jefferson, Secretary of
i T o A War Henry Knox, and Attorney
General Edmund Randolph,
begins meeting atregular
intervals to examine patents.



Lots of dedication, not a lot of structure

In 1793, Congress did away with the
requirementthat an invention be "useful
and important.” Instead, applicants would
receive a patentregardless of the
invention's merits—regardless of whether
the invention or improvement was novel.




Not X-files, but X-patents
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Patent Act of 1836

* Introduced patent
numbering system

* Reintroduced | ——
examination g, e itss ne
requirement and
hired professional

examiners

 Established a library
of prior art




Patent Office fire of 1836
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Patent models

“The Patent Office at Washington,
furnishes an extraordinary example
of American enterprise and ingenuity;
for the immense number

of models it contains are the
accumulated inventions of only five
years; the whole of the previous
collection having been destroyed by
fire.

- Charles Dickens, 1842
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rowing office

DESIGN.

A. BARTHOLDI.
Statue.
No. 11,023, Patented Feb, 18, 1879,
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Post-war changes and expansion
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emarks enter the chat

et
THE FAMOUS

CONFECTION




Golden age of American innovation
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Patent fees in the U.S. were
uniquely affordable:

Britain
Russia
Belgium
Austria
France
USA

$875
$450
$420
$350
$300
$35



Innovation as a spectacle

No. 768,495, PATENTED AUG. 28, 1904.
H. D. WEED.
GRIP TREAD FOR PNEUMATIC TIRES.
APPLIOATION FILED FEB. 9, 1904,

8470, The Mumination, Chicago Day, World’s Columbian Exp




Innovation and equality
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Innovation and equality

WOMEN S PAVILION
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Plant 4,000
Dec. 28, 1976




Lanham Act and consumerism

Int. CL: 28
Prior U.S. Cl.: 22

No. 1,455,493
United States Patent and Trademark Office " someu e 2 o0

Jan. 28, 1947, R. T. JAMES 2,415,012 T
TOY AND PROCESS OF USE PRINCIPAL REGISTER
Filed Aug. 21, 1946 3 Sheets-Sheet 2
SLINKY

JAMES INDUSTRIES, INC. (PENNSYLVANIA BUILDING BLOCKS AND PIECES, IN CLASS
CORPORATION) 28 (US. CL. 22).

BEAVER STREET EXTENSION FIRST USE 0-0-1945 IN COMMERCE

HOLLIDAYSBURG, PA 16648

0-0-1943.
OWNER OF U.S. REG. NOS. 427,951, 1,276,398
FOR: TOYS OF METAL AND FPLASTIC, AND OTHERS.
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New technologies and tech transfer

Dec. 21, 1965 T. ©. EDDINS 3,224,336

MISSILE LAUNCH RELEASE SYSTEM

Filed May 25, 1964 2 Sheets-Sheet 1

U.S. Patent  Sep. 30, 1980 Sheet 1 of 2 4,225,814

FIG 1

FIG. |
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Rapid increase and expansion

of technology through the
issuance of patents
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no.1
1776 1800
1794 1840
Cotton Gin Telegraph
No. X72 No. 1,647
Eli Whitney Samuel Morse

Article, Section 8, Clause 8, of the

United States Constitution (adopted 1787)

The Congress shall have power ... To promote the
progress of science and useful arts, by securing for
limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive:
right to their respective writings and discoveries.
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500,000

™

1825 | 1850 1875 1900
1880 1886 1906 1950 ‘
Lightbulb Dishwasher Flying /" Transistor
No. 223,898 No. 355,139 Machine ', ;574,035
Thomas Edison Josephine Cochran No. 821,393 John Bardeen
Orville & Wilbur
Wright

The Patent Act of 1836 completely
rewrites U.S, patent law. Charles M. Keller,
who helped write the Act is the first
person to hold the official title of

"patent examiner."

The United States joins the
Paris Convention in 1887;
this international treaty
strengthened the protection
of patent holders worldwide.

The first Manual of
Patent Examination
Procedure in 1920 is
published by the

Patent and Trad
Office Society.

Going from patent
4M—5Min 14 years
5M—6M in 8 years
6M—7M i 6 years
TM—8M in 5years
8M—9Min 4 years
9M—10M in 38 months

10M to 11IM
in 35 months

925 1950 975 2000 2025

1959 1979 1988 2003 2003 2014

Glucose ' Personal / Medical :;"t"i""etl Bluetooth , Mobile Robotic
. rotocol Fulfillment System

Detection = Computer Stent No.6574628 No.6590928 po 2 anosoo

N0.2,912,309 | N0.4,136,359 | No.4,733,665  Ropert ko | Jaap Haartsen - 8,649,
Helen Free Steve Wozniak Julio Palmaz Vinton Cerf; Rt Wien

David Ely .

The Patent Act of 1952 simplified

and clarified language and arrangement,
and eliminated obsolete and redundant
provisions in existing U.S. patent law.
lemark

Italso effected several substantive changes.

The United States signs the
Patent Cooperation Treaty in 1970,
which provides a unified procedure
for filing patent applications in each
of its contracting countries.

]

America Invents Act was signed
into law in 2011 The law transitioned
from a "first-to-invent” to a
“first-inventor-to-file" system.



America Invents Act - 2011

* Regional offices

* Patent Pro Bono
services in all 50
states

* First inventor to
file

* More patent
examiners




What questions do we grapple with today?
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International
perspectives:

Intellectual Property, small
and medium-sized enterprises,
and global markets




Want more history?

Learn from the innovators of the past

L e a r I I I I l O re a t Browse Journeys of Innovation articles featuring innovators throughout history

The USPTO seeks to inspire and encourage diversity and innovation by highlighting innovators throughout history and chronicling their stories. Find inspiration from the
journeys of these invent d where they got their start, the challenges they faced, and what it took to bring their ideas to fruition and their brands that
impact society to life. These stories also emphasize the importance of creating and protecting intellectual property, and the critical role it has played in innovations past and

present.
WWW S O O V a O Browse all stories below, or search for aname or story title.
[d [
L]

Story archive

story title

us/history =
* Checkout our Journeys

WASSINGTON
s

li!l ‘fff

Of courage and caution >
Garrett Morgan

Moo
Y.

A district of determination >

 Follow us on social
media!

Found on Baker’s list >
Henry Baker and George Washington Murray

A girl’s window into history >
Pleasant Rowland
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http://www.uspto.gov/about-us/history
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