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THE CAVES OF NRTHVEST TEXAS
TR ucTIoN

AREA COVERED: Fox the purposes of thin report Northwest Toxes is covsidored as a
naxeow band of gypsum exbonding north from Holan County, through Fisher, Storew
well, King, Cottle, Childvess, Collingsworth, and Wheeler Counties. To the ezst
i% epreads to include 3 corasy of Kaox Cowsy azd all or parts of Foard, Harde=
man, and Wilbargsr Cornbdecss To the west it exiends up Palo Dwro Canym 1o i
clude Briscoe ard Aymetyong Counties, Randsll, although comininding no gypsum,
is also incliuded becavse of mmerour caves in Triassic redheds. Oypeur is also
wozant in Hall and Donley Counbias. A1)l of the atuve counbles, upre inteonsive
inwestigstion, should have caves. The mosl prawising axeas, with the poesikls
excoption of Collingoworth County, are coverad Ly thds zeporbt. Connties lmowm
to bave caves are Stongwmil, Cottle, Childress, Hardemsn, Fing, Whecler, Randally
Armetrong, and Hall, Although Imbtock Cowmniy, which is known %o have caves, is
a parb of the area 1L Is so atypieal both goolegically and spaleolopgieally that
it will be resevved for a fuluwre reporis

PREVIOUS TRy lany of the saves in the avea ars guile well lmown locally and have
beon The suhject of frequect explorstion by local poopla. Parheps the best lmosm
of these are River Styx Cave, Wallup Cave, Big Mouth Cavep, Hlack Hand Cave, and
Dead Man®e Cave. The ceves in Pale Duro Slate Fark are freguantly visited Wy
ricoiciers and local cave explorers. The flrst sclentific investigation of ths
ceves begen in 1958 when Dr. Donzld W, Tinlde of Temas Technologleal Collesge
bagan an intensive study of hats in ths avea. His studies and associated studies
nade by students under his divechion included large-scale bat bending operabdons
apd & temparature study of River Siyxw Cave. FPreliminary reporis on theze stulies
were published in 1959 and 1960, (ollapse Gave was made the objech of intensive
geclogic study Wy Dan Helregor, Fugone Pendsry, and Uon MeGregor. A roport and
mp of the czve were publishéd in January 1963 in ihe mez-nalggcsolo% Charles
Z2a Stewart, = hidh school stalend fron Amm-illio, vizided chs caves in o Duro
State Parl avd, in 1963, made caveful skatch maps of wine of the caves. In May
1963 William H, Ruseell and Jamss R, Reddell of the Texas Speleological Swrvey
visited the area, explaring 37 and mapriap 15 caves. Thsy also made collections
of invertelrate founs in maxy ceves, The rosults of this work, supplemented Ly
the previows investigations; is pabiliched In this reporés

CECLOGY OF THE AREA: The ares described in this repart is located mainly iun the
North Contral. Plains, s minor division of the Czest Flains Provinoce, although
the western portion of the arsa described 1llss on the dissecied edga of the High
Flains, Ths land suwrfaco slopes geucly o the sast away fron the High Flains
anrd is drained Yy coveral rivers Lhal Dow almost parallcel eastawest coureag
across the area. These Myeams, trlbwvterizs of the Frawcs amd Red Rivers are:
ths Doutile Mowntain Fork of the Brazos River, Lhe Salt Fork of the Iragos Biver,
the South and North Forks of the Wichils River, Wi Psase River, the Prairie Dog
Town Fork of ths Red River: the Salt Fork of tho Red River, and the Nowth Fark
of the Red River. In general the ares hag 1ittle local relief, as the rocks ave
composed mostly of easily erodpd shales and sandsiones. Where the harder and
moze resistant dolomites and gypsums outoyop, hosever; they form promivend casbw
faring escacpments with a gentle ¢lope of aboub 100Y per mile domm the dip slope
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40 the west. 7These yugged areas supporbed by hard gypsum and dolomite ladges
are specially pronounced neoor the lavper rivars, where the wealmr underlying
rock is more easily removed. The most promincnt of the escarpnents is the one
capped by the gypsums and dolomites of the upper Hlaine Formetion, This
esgorpuent ranges from 50 to 200 feeb in height, The chief cave~countaining
formation is the Haine Formation, aboubt 600 fest thiclk in the area described,
Tois fovmation comsisis of msssive beda of gypsunm,. variw-colored shales, dolow
nites; ard scme sandstone, The lower part of the formation is mostly shals
with a few imberbedded ledpes of gypoum and dolusite. Tha uppey porticn of
the formation conbaine a mmch larger percentage of gypoumg in soms arcas the
upper 200 Poet of the formaticn is over oraw-half gypeum. In the sub-surface
this seobion is composed of eald amd arhydrite, =l the removal of the salg
and the changing of aahydeits to gypsum has csused the gypsun to slunp amd
crumple, especially the thimmer lsyers., When thoe individual ledges of gypsum
can be ftraced they are not comatanb, Wil Jlers oul and are replaced by obharsda
In many places the pypeun has 2 concrobicmay appearance with egg-sized lumps
of pypoum outlived by derk areas. Iuberbedded with the gypsum is a varded
seguence of red, gray, green, and blue shalen, leny of thess shales conbain
orystals; nodules, amd veins of gpsws, pelow the the Hains Formation ljes &
large thiclmoss of shales of no speleclogical imterest, bub the farmetion abovo
the Mains conmbain several cave-forming grpiune, Lub these sre much thinney
than the Hrive gypsuns and de nol form lavrge caves. Imaedistely above the
Hlaina is the Cloud Chief Formatlon, commisting mostly of twick red eandy shales,
with a fow ledges of gypsum and dolomlie. Above this is the Quartermaster
Formtion, of variatleo thiclmess as the upper pard has bsen removed Yy e
Triseple sropion, This foraoidon slso contalns a fow lodges and lenses of
grpsum, Above this a thlck saction of Trissaic radbeds i3 exposed, b only
in the western part of the mrea, This is casily wsroded and coxbaing wary caves
in the Palo Dwro Canyon,

SPELEQCENESISY The speloogalssls of pmypsun caves is quibe slwmilar 4o that of

Limeshene caves except thal vadose enlarpement Ly iavading flcodwnters is much
more importeant in the gypoum caves, QOypsum ceved have long besn spsisologically
neglectad and only ressnily have nodern thaories of cave origin besn appiled

to gypeum aveas., The Zirsh psonle 4o doscribs gyposum caves ususlly ascribsd
Thelr origin to submurface erosion without mwh effori to dsscribe the axmsh
mothod of foemstion. One of the fyrest careful cbaszrvers of gypsum caves was

Co No Gomld {Oould; 190L) who descyibsd the avees of Oklaham, His views,
as summacioed ly Lo Co Snider (Snider, p. 149) were az follaws: "The gypsum of
thie reglon is selenitic amd easily atbteckod and dingolved by ground wabter,

Thay ara ot by two sets of joinis alumost abt right angles to emch others The
ceousings of these jolnts locate pointa where the growd water can sffoct 1is
groatest solvent action., and fummal~ghapsd 2olution holes are Zorsed., After a
hole is formed, the water which {flows dowa through the opening begins %o work
out through the soft sawdy layers which lie immediately below the gypowms. Ab
the canyen wall the water werking out from this sand softens 1% and carriom it
awzy thus stavting & chanpel wnder the gypsun ledge. Tha hsad of this channal
works rapidly baelk wntill %% comes under the solwbicn hole o mink, Them if
there is a secoxd solubion hole back favither from the odge of the Idll the prow
coss will be vepeated amd so ony wntil commidsratie caves are formed if the camiw
ditions sre favorahle." A mush later study (Melregury eb &), 1963) resognizes
the exizience of plreatically dereloped caves tuk s‘lﬁil conziders the affechk of
phreatic solution to be nogligible in the c2se of most caves. In their desarip-
tion of Collapse Cave they state, "Swrisce weber first deosesnded inbto tho
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the crystallins rock, The water was fwther dispersed glong bedding planes
mavied by distinctive textueal chanpges in ths gypsumsce £5 the vadose wabor
dissolved sumll channals along the moye accessible joinks and planes
an escape voute was developed by the waler s it pencirated Shals 2." Ii sesms
umhhm,fwawmlmmthatthaamnmmgﬂmlmth&mo
imvaded by the surface waters are actuslly phreatic in origine First there is
the existence of water circulaticn in the gypsum balow the water talle as is
shown Yy wamercus water wells deilled inmbo the gypsum. That this waler does
dissolve phreatic passages is shom Yy the ssveral gyposum caves whoss crigin is
undoubiedly phreatic. And as most of the gypsum i® very poarly jointed it is
hard to see how the vadose chammels could Porm through the lew-poresily gypsunm
for distences of over & halfemile in theo geologically shord time availabie, It
seem%chemnlmlythanmstwmmmfme&bymmmtarim
vadingutﬂsﬂargmgm—exmtingphmaﬂchmo In passages that have nob
' beem modified greatly iy the invading water sigos of these origleal tubss are
alearly evident, Thus wo have the follawing plebure cmerging: fivst, plwrostie
solution dissolves 2 system of tubes wder the water lovel; if conditions are
favopalle a complex arpay of larpge phrestic passages may vesulty then as the
mauﬁnemmmmmmmmmm@mmmfmm
msanb,mnﬂyvaduo,wo

BIOLCGY: Of the 57 caves included in this report 18 are knomn to be ichabited, ab
least for short perdods of the year, Ly bets. The foilowing six specles have
been rsportsd from the caves of the m:g;otum@mm (&Jlm),i:he
cmmbarm&ble Prown Bady I’ilat:ﬁellus su.

Pipiatrella 2 1 esx;s:m Pipiﬁta'ena; ¢

; and Tad.ar.,.z’ia Wauﬂiﬂmis m% (SEibease) s

st:imn'ﬁ‘reetailm. By for THS n0ST COMXD BEod mvell:rw,
utilizea the caves for winter hibernmaiiong In a few caves Giey manbes in the- :
thousands, tut in most they seldom exneed a fow humdved. Sinco most of tha cawes
are couparstively »ecent in orizin and mauy are suvbjsct to violemt flocdsg the
pessibility of finding irogloldtic forms is powr. A& fow of the cewvesy, whieh are
haasnbject%amﬂmﬁngmﬂmymmm@m,wmwmm
Zoms. Vhel may be a troglolitic miliiped, Narmolous 8psy i koowm fyom thres
mesiu)‘:.he area. The most cmonmglpmamamsbeeﬂe,
(Rhadine) sps A% least oms species, (Rhadine) rulrtm Rary, hos beed
scribad, but there are mmmﬁamw tewlal not yeb
mﬂm. Otheremcngnminﬂndaa spiders, epigean iscpais, cave oricieta,
harvestmen, and several species of bestls, In caves subject to £1 by
rivers £ish, carayfish, anl sewl-aguatic forys are ocosslonally found. In genewal
the ares 1a nob a good ons for cave colleching, bub should treglobitic forms
appear in the wmstudied materdal thay will doubklose be of great inberesb.

CAVING POTENTIAL: There appear %0 be two major types of oasving areas in Norihwest
Texas, one along the major drainage of the large rivers, an® another back from
the rivers, Although mfwerous ceves will be fomrd in the latier arsa, perhaps
even more than will be found eloag the rivers, they will almost certainly he
small ginks or cracks blocked by sllts A fow caves may be found with a few
hundred faet of passage, but the lack of locgl relief and the amount of topseil
cn the surface will probebly mrevest the develormend of any caves such as thoss
found in sveas of lasrge run-off nesr the Wig rivers., The principal cawving srca,
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therefore; is ome which ranges along the drainage of all the major rivers that
cross Horthwest Teuzs. Along these rivers caves as larpe o lavger, and possibly
even lounger; than Pothooks (ave, Needle-Bye Cavein, awd Walloyp Cave may be founde
It is vezy doublfvl if another cave 23 extensive as River Styx Cave will be fourd.
Conditions are ideal for its developumerd znd they are nob 1ikely to be duplicated.
Although caves msy be found in Nolan and Fisher Goumbies thsy will probabiy be
quite small since ths gypsum 19 seldom more than a few feet thick. The greatest
pobentbial area net yot covered is along the Salt Fork of the Red River and along
the Bad River whewe it foroms the bouwndary of Texas snd Oklshoma in Haydeman and
western Wilkarger Counbies. Topographic maps show lapge concentyations of sinks
on both sides of these rivers, so that the possibilily of there bsing many caves
is greats The gypsum extends noridward through western Cklshome and into southern
Kensas, with the greatest thickress being in Oklishoma, The largest and possibly
lonpest pypsum ceves in the arez should be fourd in Oklashoms, but o date fer
less work has been done there than even in Texzs, Tutensive study of the gypsun
caves in Northwest Texas will probably prove what may be inferved from this pro-
nivary sweveyp that Ffor length and nudber of caves the ares is probably ome of
the most important caving swess in the stateo
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THDEX TO THE CAVES OF NORTHWEST TEXAS

NO4
WO, NAME TOCH, TTY IENGPH ENTRANCES PAGE
1. Aspermont Bat Cave Aspermont 200¢ 3 Ll
2, Bat Cave Amex Aspormont 350¢ b & b
3, Creek Cave Agpermont 1,200% L L6
lio River Styx Cave Cuthrie 7,0004 2 30
%, Salt Spring Cave Cutlrie 70004 1 32
6o Salinas Sink Gutiede 2 1 32
Te Avernus Sink Gubhwie ? p 30 -
8, Bateman Ranch Sink gubhwie el 1 0
9o Buzzayrd Cave Chalk ? > 3 15
10, Buckle "IV Bab Cave Paduvcab 500° ) 8 156
11, Dead Man’s Cave Padeeah 250¢ 1 28
12, Shores Cresk Talus Cave Padecah 509 : § Pl
13, Gollapse Cave Lasare 1,200° 1 36
1ij, Panther Cave lagare 1,0007 2 20
15, U=Cave lasare ? 2 21
15, Walkup Cave lazere 3,200°¢ s 28
17, Boulder Cave Lassre go01 e 22
18, Short Cave Lazere 2007 2 26
12, Canpsey Cave Lazsre ? i 22
20, Capture Csve iazaye a2s9 2 23
21, Cedar Cave Tazare 21,2507 7 23
22, Crumpling Cave Iozave 30 i 26
23, Cully Cave lagzws 2001 3 26
2o Paillips Cave Quansh 3007 ) 26
25, Red River Cave Childress ? é 13
26, Hlack Hand Cave Hewliin 600 5 9
27, Upstreanm Cave Nesilin 50° 2 15
28, Pothools Cave Childress 3,500¢ 8 - iz
29, lost Cave Childrens 2,5007 g | il
30, Ionesome Cave Chiidress 1000 i il
31y Needle-Eyo Cavern Childwess 20000 2 12
32, Sguat Cave Childyess ? i 13
33. Sticker Cave Childyess Loe 1 15
3k. Buzzard Wall Cave Childress 300 : 3 9
35, Fiuke Cave Childvess 2500 19 11
36, Meaquite Root Cave Childress 8o9 2 12
37 Windmill Crack Childress ho' 1 i3
38, Salt Hale Agtelline 3 &4
39, Big Mouth Cewe Shanrock 1,000*;& 3 )
k0, Small Mouth Cave Sharrock oot d 2 hg-
L1, Unnamed cave Shamreck ? 3 5L
42, Fissurs Cave Claude 900° 2 T
3. Sinkhole CaveCUrawisay Cave System Clawie 2,000¢ b 8
k. Ransom Cave Claude 1,000°? 39 8
{5, Fallenfock Cave Glaude 600 5 s |
L4, Drain Cave Claude 708 3 7
7o Alba Cave Glavde 100¢ 2 2
48, Catarina Cave ” Palo Durc State Park 1007 3 gg
49, Spanish Skirts Cave Palo Duro State Pavk  100¢ 9
50 Aveh Cave Palo Duro State Paxk 7 2 35
5L, Confusion Cave Palc Duro Siste Park 3007 9 35
52, Dead Tres Cave Pale Duro State Parlke 1500 3 39
53. Dual Cave Pale Duro Stabe Paxk 2009 5 3¢
Sl Ledge Cave Palo Duro Stete Payk  175° h 39
5;'@ Simpla Cave Palo Durc State Park 180 2 L2
o Tizmel Cave Falc Duro State Pork =200 2 L2
57n Vine Gave Palo Duro State Pagk  210¢ 3 L2
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DOUBTFUL CAVES:

1a, Sal% Spring Sink Cubhrie
2a, Bateman Ranch Sinks Guthriey
3a., Vest Ranch Sinke Chilidreas
La. Campbell Ranch Sinks Childvess
Sa, Rettlesnake Sink Childreas
6a, Red River Sinks Sham ock
RUMORED CAVES:

1, Acme Cave

2, Forest Creok Cave
3., Gun Barrel Cave
lj, Little Folks Csve
5. 0%Corman Cave

60 Palo Duro Cave

?o Wise Cave

Acme (Hardemen com;
Truscott (King County

Hackberry (Cotile Cowriy)

Palo Duwro Stabe Park (Handall Gounbty)
Shameock (Wheeler County)

Palo Duro State Park (Ramdall Gounby)

Guthrde (King County)
AYTERNATE CAVE NAMES s

Bat Cave <= Aspermont Bat Caves Buckle "L" Dat Cave
Bateman (sve == Rivor S%yx Cave
Beasley Cave «= Welkup Cave
Bachanan Cave —= Pothooks Cave

Esteliins Salt Spring == Salt Hele

Gregory Cave = Wallwp Cave

Guthrie Cave «= Rivar Styx Cavs

Iazare Cave <= Wellap Cave

- Styx Cava - River Styx Cave
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ARISSTRORD COUNTY

ALPA CAVE Hortiwest Texas (#f 47)
Oenexr: Roy Ransom

Desgriptiont This enmall cave 1s locatad about 100 yards past Drain Cave and carries
the water of a smel) gally inbo the mein cagyen. It is abogt 70' lomg, with
entraaces ab both ends,

Refs TS5 files

DRATH CAVE | Nertimeat Texas (F L6)
Cwnaxt Roy Ransoid

Degeription: Drain Cave is located about 200 yards upsiresm from Ransom Cave on
the north bank of the gully. Waber from & largs flat erea has formed & small
aully which drops into the ntth end of the cave, The cave extends 50¢ to the
south opeming in the oide of the glly. Near the north epbrance collapse has
formed a small, entrance, and irom this point to the souvth colrence the cave io

a nayyvow pully pagsagec
Raf: 753 filew

FALLEN ROCK CAVE Horthwort Toxas (# L5)

Osmsxs Roy Ransom

Descripbion: A smoll gully drains into the cave vhich Logios a3 a 3 wide, 37 high
aravle TG sontinwa (his size for about LO7, passing under a amull entrancs, 4o
g third entranse, Noyord this verticsl entrance the cave Lecomes 67 hige and ¢
vide for & short distince to a fourth emtranse. A6 Yhis poirt a large fallen
rock abeud 10! long muat be crawled unde- Yo a fifth entrance: Here a narrow
winding oully leads %o the mala creek bed,

Ref: 758 files

FISSURE CAVE Nartharast Texas (# 42)
Omear: Jo As Hedpscocke Ranch

Description: A nayrow winding fismuo-like passage extends from a dluff-face abouth
300 yaxrds to an ewbwance. Hers an intermittent stream enters the cave. It xanges
in sise fom walldng %o crawling, with more of the latter. Ths entrarce is arche
shaped,

Sologys It iz inhabited by @ gfelifer incawtue (Allen). 7The cave is cansidered
with the Sinkhole Cavo - Crewiiay (eve bysuem 88 one populaticn in the ecology
studies being conducted by Dr. Dorald Tinkls. On February 22, 1953,. a Pipistrel
nbﬂms(vwiw)mowmthamo This is the was 3G PECOra

18 amd-eﬂu

Eibliecgraphy: See yefevences # 9, 11, and 1,
Ref: Donald . Tinkde
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RANSOY GAVE Bortlwest Tecas (# Lb)
Caner: Roy Ransom

Doscription: The mala entrance Lo Ransom Cave is a 15T high, 5% wide opaning ab

the head of a shord dvaw draining info a large cvesk which eventually emplica

into the Prairie Dog Towm Fork of the Red Rivere The cvave may be divided into

Pwo main pardsy a large brealudown arca three to four hundred feed long amd a
shallow paxvow gully-like passags sboubt 600 long., The fiwst Pifly feet of the
cave is a 10% high, nerrow passage with 8 ceiling of breakdown, Tho passage

then widens and a second cmbrancs mgy be reached by climling up through the
beezkdown, The floor of the cavs, when not of brealdown, is of 8ilt and gravel
orer which a stream ruvs in time of raing A passage to the lefh leads up to a
hole in treakiom tco small to gab tlwrough. Afler cn additional 507 a short
crawl Yo the left lsads un to two enbtrances & fow fest apert,. The mein passage
here is from 54307 wido and 3'-5Y high, After about 50' the cave widens to 209
ang is floored with large fiat slabs of treakdoun. A oolony of Cave Bato,
velifer incautus (Allen), imhabits this rooms A czoxl to the leoft ovar the

does 18ads 1o & fifth entrance, while by crawling under {he breaidomn 1t is posaw
itlo to go aboub 30% Yo sisth and soventh entrantes. From here a complex Lreakdoun
area lsads o aslyrances eight and nine, which are the last of the extrances leading
wp thyough the brosiddown of tho Tiret part of the cavee The second papt of tho
cave is & 3'-4! wide passcge renzing fros 17-59 highs I liss sboul I5¢ belaw
the surface whoreo 1t leawes the wrezkicum avea, Wi uratream i becomes shallowes
and shallorer umtil finelly it comse ocub iubo a %Lt desp « The cave pasazge
is & succession of 25 ertiances; ome diractly afier the othey, 1%-207 long,with -
rock bridges over the cave passags 19~407 long and rover more thap a few feok
thicks Two small eido pessages lead to the lefi and scoowt for five woro anlrances;
making a total of 39 emtrances fopr The cave. The cave was wisiled by Dre Domald
Tizkle during his bt banding opereticrs. It was explored in Moy 1965 by James
Reddoll and HIY Russell.

Raf: T85 filee

SINKHOIZ CAVE « CRAWIFAY CAVE SYSTRS Nortlmost Texma (Ff L3)

Omor: Je A, Bedgecocks Ronch

Descziption: The entiravce to the cave is a 507 dosp einkiols dvapping into a lsvge
roome The cave is on two lswaels, the lower passege being flooved with waler wp
to 57 dosp, Ome passage from the roca lesds for about ome~fourth mils 4o an
antravce. Another passags sxtends a8 a wolking rassage with occagior=l shopd
cramls Yo an area of wecandt collapee. I iz possills Yo erawl through this woelk
and enber Crowlmay Cawves £ 100' long crawl lsads 40 & narecw chiumoy %o the
surface, OSiraight ahead the crawl enitexs a 109 high room., Bayond $his rom &
short orawl leads %o ancthor entuence. The cave was wisited by Dy, Dopald Tinide
and his asszociabes.

Riology: This save is constdered with Flasure Cave a9 one bal population far the
parposes of Dre Tinkle's bat banding operatious. The cave is imhalited by a
colony of 8 velifer incautus (illen), 2 largs vumbar of which have besa
bended, é-!%‘m-mm of ths Iump-nosed fab, Corynhehinug

rafinesqued, pallescens, (Eillex) ware handed in the osves e
mmwmm#s,mmm'_m

Baf: Donsld W, Mol
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CHILDRESS COUMTY

BIACK HAID CAVE Nortiwrest Texes (f 2i;)
Ommor: Jo No Helmg Svg

Description: The main entrarce to Hlack Hand Cave is ab the narth end of a 507 wide,
200° long, 20:=30! desp collapse sink., Several emall holes at the south end of
the sink lead dom %o small Irsakdownmchoked rooms, through which it might be
possible to crawle. Much sili, however, has washed into the holes s0 it is doubbful
if they will exterd for more than & few feet. About 250' to the south of the
gink; cliffs drop shear to the bed of the Prairie Dog Tcen Fark of the Rad River.
A rmall passage near the bottom of the dliff is probally the resurgence for the
floodewators which run through the cavee The fZirst 507 of the cave is a wide, law
crawl over lorge slabe of brealdoms A black handprint near the calling about 207
from the entrance gives the cave ite rams. The omer says that it has boeen thare
as leng as people in the erea can rewembar. Nesr the end of the breakdowm avea it
is poesibls to climb down to the floor of the cave, which is a siream passage
floared with gravel, From here the cave extemds as a walking anl eawling passage
far several hundeed foeh. A passage to the laft abouh 100V from the wpsiream
entrance of ths stream passage, extonds as a small crawlway for about 1007 to a
10 high, 207 long, 8! wide room, imhatlted 1y a ewall bat colomy. This part of
the cave is quite damp and mxidy. At the end of #he room a 5% climb leade %o a
crawl which extends about 50! %o a 4OT long, 207 wide, 12* deep sink embrance,
The main cave passage coatinves past the side crexd to a LO® long, 10% wide, 159
deep sink. The stream passazpge follows the right side of the sink, issuing from
a low crawl which leadv under ome small embranse and, after about L0%, %o ancther
entransg, A gently eloping draw drains into the cave. The cave does nol taka
great quantities of waber ab any time, The crigin of the cave is almosi embirely
vadose, although small phreatic tubes may have been present in its eerliest stags
of development, The cave is well knowm lecally snd
visited by Dr. Tinkde during his atudy of bats, and was mapped by James Reddelil
. and Bill Russall in Kay 1963. (See map, page 10)

Biology: & mwsory colony of C oi pallescens (Miller) wan foumd
in the cave in April~Juns 50 Jnnha ol yooas velifer lncaubus
(A3len)s Ammmofimmmefmmmw MiSEEL), and Janes

Reddell in May 1963, A% thab time the followlng animals fourds baetles,
including A (Rhadine) sp., Spidersy & cembipede, ticks, ard epigean isopeds.
Boncs of & coW (B0B €Do) and a coyote (Canis latrans) wore found in the stveam
mmmi‘hsyhﬁ obvicusly washed in,; tut were comented to bwezldomm and partially

Bitliography: See references # 8, 11, and 1o
Ref: TSS filee

BUZZARD WALL CAVE | Torttwost Texes (F 3L)
Cwmer: Frank Campbell "
Deseription: The enmtramne to Buszard Wall Cave is at the

developed in what appears to be 2 thin-bedded limezione or dolomite.

entranse ie 3 low crawliwsy that leads to a suall low room. The
this room comects with ancthor shallew sink through a hole tee
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through, From this low room iLis possible S0 suuesse over thin, slob twealdom
and orawl dowm a brealdomn slops for aboub 15¢ to = vary emall rocm. The cave
combimes from this room as & small tube in gypeva about 10Y in diameber,

Blology: A tuszand was observed in the firat roon of the cave, In May 1963 & small
colloction of spiders snd beetlss of the subgsius Rhadine. g;mn A wea Tades
Ref:

FLUIE CAVE Nerthvest Texzas (# 35)
Crners Frank Campbell

Description: Fiube Cave lies under a susll area of concentzated soividon. Io an
ares about 1007 leng and 30" wide thero are nirveteen strongly fluted pits bstween
10 and 15 fset deep and from aboub Li-5' in dismeter., There is, perhaps, aboub
200* of caws at tho bottonm of the pits., The ceve begins ab the scutheaszt emd
of the avea of pils and runs penerally acrilsmyd comecbing with all of the
shafts as it passes under them, It averages lif-5? high and about the saue widih,
At the nortis end of the pibt area the cave changes $o & amall crxawdway that lsads
dommmard £or sbhout 257 before becoming blocksd bty gravel.

Ref: T8S files

IONESOME CAVE Nortlwest Toxas (F 30)
Ormey: Sam Vead

Dagcripiidcn: The cave iz about 100! long and is 2 cyawiwdy for moat of its lamgih.
Tt is inbabilted by lMyotis velifer incautus {(Allsa),

Rikliogzrazhy: See refoarence # 1k,

Ref: Donald W, Tinkis
I0ST CAYE ¢ Northwest Texas (# 29)
Owmers Sam Vest

Deserdipiions The cavo is a complsz joinl-smge of walking and crawling passages,
and i shoub 1/2 mile Iong. The enbrance ie a very small hole on fop of a Rl
and drops verbically irto tho cave pessage. A lower lewel pagsage contains weler
over its entire extant, This passape evenbtually siphomn, The cave takes some
water in this lower lovel durirg rains, Squat Cave may be the downstrsanm oublet
for the stream,

Ceology: "Lost Cave 1s deamed a rear-perfect cxample of a phreatic cave. I has
remained easentially unaltered hy vadose action sinco the ovacuation of its |
vhreatic water £ill, Nelwowks. escepltionally wall developed where bedding
planes and joints lutersecty, woduce linsay channels intersecting each othay
gimoat ab right angles. Joint-determined wall; cailing; ard flow cavltien
enlarged in the form of slota are a common featwre of the cave, Aburdant wall,
eceiling, and floor pockels ava situvated in rlacss imposaible {or a2 fressurface
strean to have made them, Contimmous rock spans ere present tul are nol common.
Spongework 18 lesally develcpeds howewer, the massive alsbaster from which the
eave iz formed tende to be dissolved uwniforly, a condition wmfaveralbls for
sponge-work o boxwork development. Although bedding-plane anastomoses, celling
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through, From this low room ibis possible o sgueese over thin, alob Lroalkdom
and orawl dowm & realdown slops for about 15¢ to a very small rooms The cavo
conbinues from this yvoom as & small tabe in gypsum aboubt 10V in disueber,

Rlology: A tuszard was observed in the first room of the cave. Ianrls&amn

collection of spiders and beetlos of the subgarus Rhadine. gma wes2 wade,
Rof: 5
FLUTE CATE Nerttwest Texas (# 35)

Osnsr: Frank Campball

Description: Flube Cave lles under a small area of comcentrated asoiutdone In an

area sbout 1007 Leng and 30" wide thero are niveteen strongly fluted pits between
10 azndls fset deep and from about L'-5! in dismeter, There is, perhaps, aboub
200! of cays st the botlom of the pits., The ceve beglns at the scutheast end
of the avea of pits and runs generally nortlmard comecting with a1l of the
ghafts as it passes under them. I averages li*«57 high and about the same width,
At the north end of the pib area the cave changes 4o a amsll crawlway $het lsads
dommrard £or about 257 before bocoming blocisd hy gravel.

Ref: 7SS files

TORESOHE CAVE | Nortiwest Texma (f 20)
Omer: Sam Veat

Doscripidons The eave is about 100 long and is & cyraalway for most of ite length.
It is inkabited by lyotis velifer imoautus (Allen).

mbliozearhyr See reference § 1o

Eaf: Domald W. Tinkie

I0ST CAVE Northwest Texas (# 29)
Ommers San Vesd

Deseripiiony The cavo is A complsz joinl-nago of walking and crawling passages,
and is abouh 1/2 mile Jonge The entrance is a vary small hole on $op of a KL
and drops vertlcally irio tho cave passago, A lower level passage contains waber
ovar its entire extand, This possape evenbuslly siphomn, The cave takes some
water in this lower level durivg rains, Squat Cave may bs the dewnstream oublst
foar the strean.

Ceologr: "Lost Cave 1s deemed a meay-perfoct cxamples of a phreatic cave. It has
remained eascentially unaltered hy vadose action sinco the cvacuation of its |
plmticmtcr £i11, Nebwogks, sscsphtionslly wall dsveloped where bedding
plames and joinis imtersecty woduce linesyr chaanels intersecting each othar
slwost at 1ight angles. Joint-determined wall; cailing; and flocr esvibies
enlarged in the form of elote arc a common feature of the cave, Aburdant wall,
ceiling, and flooy pockshs ave situated in places impossible for a fres-murface
gtream to have made them. Conbizuous rock spars ere present tul are nol common.
Spongework 18 lecelly doweloped; howewer, the massive alabaster from which Whe
eave iz forued tende to be dissolved uniforply, a condifion umfaverabls for
sponge-work o boxwerk development. Aldhough btedding-plane anastomoses, cedling
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tubes, half-tubes, and Joinb-plane anastomoses were not observed, their absence

doss not conflict with a phreatic origin, for they are uncommon even in carbonate
caverns. Two vadose features were observed in Lost Cave. One, the present
vadose chamnsl, occupies a lower passageway and is the only part of the cave
axhibiting meander scars. Vadose water tends to produce proncunced meandering
in many of the caves in this area. The other vadose feature, fluting of the
walls, celling, and floor, is encountered throughout mest of the cave., Were ib
not for the directional quality (i.e., most of the flute marks ere steeper in a
preferred direetion along the chamber), the writers would have attributed the
feature to an attempt at phreatic spongework in the massive homogeneous gypsum.
Vhatever the reason, the markings are attributed to either the action of sceping
vadose water or to shallow phreatic movement with a velocity toward some outlet
such 2s nearby springs or rivers. The latter interpretation is sinmilar to that
postulated by Swimmerton." (McGregoer, et al, 1963)

Biology: In late July the cave had a mursery colony of Myotis velifer incautus (Allen),
but the young were flying so 100¥ banding was impossible.

TJibliography: See references # 8, 11, and 1.

Ref: Donald W. Tinkle
IESQUITE ROOT CAVE Northwest Texas (# 36)
Owners Tranic Campbell

Description: The entrance to Mesquite Root Cave is a 10* deep, 8t in dismeter dirt
sink at the base of a mesquite trec., It is quite recent in origin. The cave
extends in twe directions firom the entrance. One way a crawl leads to a low
brealdown~floored room aboul 20' in diameter. Beyond this room a squeeze over

breakdorm leads o 2 smaller room with a hole in brealidown too small %o nego-

tiate. In the other divection from the emtrance a tubular crawlway leads for
about 40! past severd) cross pessages too nerrow to follow to another enmtrance
in a 5'<10! deap, LO' long, 15% wide sink. A rattlesnake could be heard bub
not seen in this sink.
Ref: TSS files

NEEDLE#EYE CAVERN Northwest Texas (£ 31)
Owners: Sam Vest

Description: The cave is one long stream passags through which water flows in tims
of flocd. There are entrances at both ends of the cave, The passage is usually
about 6'-B! high, tut there are occasicnally points at which it is necessary to
erawl for short distances. It is 1% mile long, It is inhabited by Myotis valifer
incautus (Allen).

Ribliography: See references.# 8; 11, and 1k,
Reft TSS files
POTHOORKS CAVE (BICHANAN GCAVE) Northwest Texas (# 28)

Ovmer: Sam Vest

Description: Pothooks Cave is a large tummel«like cave used by S5alt Creck to shorten
its course by several hundred feet., The creck emters the cave thwough a 104 high,
12Y wide entrance. Above this entrance the creck has entrenched its channsl about
8" below its old level, This old channel is now used only during the largest
floods, Near the entrance there are several minor passapes, one L'=6' high and
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COTTLE COTETY
MICKLE "LY TAT CAVE (PAT CAVE) Hortinrest Texas (# 10)
Ormery Buckle "LP Ranch

Description: The cave resembles a Central Texss bat cave. A sloping sink leads
intoc a 25 high, 50! in diameter voum covered with much guano. Inmediately
past the room a L'-5' deep hole lesds into & passage about 150 yards long.
This passage is blocked hy Wrealalowm,

Biologys The first visit {o tho cave was on October 11, 1958, by De. Donald W,
Tinkle. A% that time the cave contained several thousand Mexlcan Froetail 3ats.
A week later, no bate ware found in the cave, Over a hundred Tadarida
brasiliensis mexicana (Szussure), or Mexican Frestail Dat, have been banded in
the cava,

Billiograply: See valarence # 9.
Roff. Dr. Domald W. Tinkie

HIZZARD CAVE Northwest Texas (# 9)
Ommers JY Ranch (?)

Deseripbion: This is reported to be 2 smell limestone cave., It is quite wamm
and since only two auall piles of guano were feund it 13 probably used only
during mipgration.

Bibliography: See rofarense # 1k,
Ref's Donald W. Tinlde

COLLAPSE CAVE Northwest Taxas (# 13)
Owners Floyd Richardason

Description: The entrance Lo Collapse G ve is at the head of a smell gully. It is
necessary to climb anonz large blocks of Weakdowm both before and for several
handred feet aftoy entering the eave, It is hard to determine the actual dimen~
gions of the cave at this pecint because of the extensive breakdown, bt it is
about 157 wide and 20' high. There are fow places; however, where crawling is
not necessary for the first fow hundred foet. Bayond this first Collapse Reom
the cave opens into a fairly bLrealdosn firse seea, the 3Jat Roomj but after a
ghort distance the sscond Collapse Room i3 reached where it 1o again necessary
to carawl and climb amongz large brealdown blocks. About 1,000% from the emtrance
a junction is reached, with one passage being a low crawl through which the
gtream utilizing the cave uow runs, while the other passage is winding and
narrow but about 20¢ high. These Join in the DMig Room after several hundred
fost. The Nig oom is about 100Y long, 50% wids, and 50 high, A smal) crael
may be ssen at the far end and at the top of the Big Room, Tt is almost certain
to connect to a surface sinkhole. (See map, page 19)

Gzology: Although the opinion of the authors with meepect to the earliest stages
of the develomment of gypsum caves such as (follapas Cave differs somewhat from
the following, it is, ponetheless, a cerofully worked out explanation of the
origin of the cave and so 12 given in its entirety: ®The entrance to Collapse



i

13-

81-10* wide leading to the northeast for about 600! to several sinks that receive
the flow of a small gully, another minor passage forming a loop to the west where
it intersects the old creek chammel to form a small entrance., The main passage
trends gouth from the stream entrance as a 10" high, 10' wlde passage floored with
silt. About 800f from the entrance ths passare makes a jog to the right and en~
counters a pool of water up to 3' deep and about 100¥ long., For thse next 200t
there are ssveral shallcr polls and about 40OV from the first pool there is a Lt
waterfall into a deep pool. From this waterfall the passage is more irregular,
passing by several alcoves and under three sajor domes. About 800! from the
waterfall the cave reaches the breakdomm zrea near the lowerar south entrance.
Here several comparatively open passapges leed to a short gully thai cerries the
cave water back to the original creeck channel., From the westermmost of these
entrances a crawlway leads to the north, ut soon becomes toc low %o traverse.
The cave is fairly well-kaown locally and was visited by Dr. Domald Tinkle during
his bet banding operations. It was mapped in May 1963 by Bill Russell and

James Reddell. (Ses map, vage 1h)

Geology: Pothooks Cave was formed when Salt (reek invaded a pre-existing phreatic
chamnel that formed a short-cut for the cresk water. This water has now greatly
enlarged the original chaunnsl as 18 evidenced by the large fluting or scalloping
on the insides of the bLends, These concave downstreanm scallops usually extend
about 5'-0¢ into the wall and show that the floodwater has certainly enlarged
the original passage this much., Other evidence of enlargement is the entrenched
channel upstrean from the cave and the waterfall 8007 above the lower entrance.
The original pre-invasion passage was probably about the sigze of ths pasaage
leading northeast from the upstream emtrance, This passage eghows no signs of
vadoss inlargement amxl is probable rmch a3 it was before the small surface pgully
broke into it,

Biology: The cave is inhabited Ly Myotis velifer incautus (Allen). A small collection
of invertebrate fauna was made by'i James HRoddell and Hill Russell in May 1963. This
included cave crickets and saveral species of beetlss, including Agomun (Rhadine) sp.

Eibliography: See references #11 and 1,
Ref: T5S files

RED RIVER AVE Noxthwest Texas (# 25)

Ovmer:

Description: The cave is a short tumnel throupgh which water runs after 2 large rain,
There are entrances both above the cliff and on the cliff-face overlooking the
north bank of the Red River.

Bibliography: See referonces #8, 11, and 1.
Reft Don2ld W, Tinkle

SQUAT CAVE : Northwest Texas (# 32)
Ormer: Sam Vest

Description: This appsars to be the downstream outlel for the lower level stream
passage of Lost Cave. It is inhabited by liyotis velifer incautus (Allen).

rihliopraphy: See refarencas # 8 and 14,
Ref: Donald V. Tinkle
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Cave is in an cscarpment above the floodplain of the Pease River. The floor
plan of the cave is essentially that of a long joint-comtrolled chamnel that
bifurcates apmroximately 1,000 feet from the enmtrance. The northwest-trending
fork of the Y enters the BRig Room near the top of the Acme Cypsum,; wheweas the
other fork is the mresent drainage chamnel nsar the bottom of the Acme, These
two chamnels terminate in the large chambar located 1,200 feet from the enbrance.
A system of joints trending N-5, N35%, ¥60%W, N75°W, E-¥W, and N25°E may be
observed throughout the main passageways. The trond of the chammel often changes
atruptly at major joint intersections. Smaller jJoints produce minor changes
in the direction of the channel. At several points along the main charmel
‘meander consa! soulptured bty a meandering vadose stream jut wpward from the
fleor. These remmants beecame isolated whon an origingl incised meander was filled
with debris during pericds of intesmittent flow, thus forcing the water to
select ancther routes The dosmountiing conbimed along the naw routc until the
volume and velocity of the stream became great enough to remove the detsis,
allow the stream to resume its apripginal course. (lay and gravel £i11 in
Collapsa Cave is of vadese origin. It iz well stratified and is found in
asgociation with fIutes and small potholes thati record the diveetion of durrent
flow, Iuch of the gravel is composed of {lolomite fragmonts washed in from the
surface, Pendants, reporicd Ly Brotz as vadose sclutional forms, are prosent
in portions of Bat Room and Collapse Room 2 where the clay and gravel £ill lie
directly bLemeath gypsum ledges which overlic the sapped portions of Shale 1,
Secondary deposites of gypsum crystals adorn the walls and ceiling along most of
the elonpate channel. The deposition resulis fyrom the evaporation of vadose
seepage. Thousands of tiny droplets of wabter hang suspended at the ¢ips of the
small crystals and axe presently enlarging the secondary deposit. Along surfaces
of greater water poneteation larger masses of dripstone and flowstons are present,
Some of tha dripstone &8s calcarecus; the calcium carbonate having bzen obtained
from the Shiimer Dolemite at the swrface, A very thin layer of dripstons has teem
deposilbed on recerdly roken remants of mumercus crystal ¢lusters. Irats
proposed the deposition of selenite deposits in Alabaster Caverns, Okiahomsa,
by an intamediate phreatic epoch of quiet water ocoupying a ywevicusly formed
chamber,; 2 condition umnscessary for the development of secondary deposits in
Collapse Cave. Several latterals are present where minor joints intersect the
major passagewny. They have been developad and subsoquently enlarssd the
seapage of vadose water. Host of the laterals ape £illed with sediment ‘gshsd
in from above thet coumonly extends several feet inbe the mein chemmsl, Several
features postulated as indicative of & phreatic origin zre aboent in Collapse
Cave. There is no spoagework in any portion of the cave, Aside from chamber
enlargenent by vadose shale sapping and subsequent collapse, the cave chammel
narrows in the direction of the Bigz Room with no local widening peoduced Ly
oldee sclution chambers developed during = phreatic epoch. The walls and
have been carved alomg joimts previcusly unopsmed hy phreatie waber. The
following history is presemted for Gollapsa Cave. Surface water first descended
intotheundarlﬂngmulongjc&ntammmrasathammmm of
entry inbo the crystalline rock. The water was further diepersed along bedding
planes maried by distinctive texturel changes in the gypsum. In the area now
occupled by the Big Room small simcus pessages began to develop in Gypeum 2,
partioularly at Joint-bedding plane imterscctions, As the vadose water dissolved
small chamnels along the more accessibile joints and bedding planss, an escape
rout was developed by the water as it pemetrated Shale 2. A sloping passaguway
was thus formed along a series of imberaecting joinks in the upper pertions of
the Acme Gypsum that lead to an outlet along the sscarpment of the Pease River
Valley. It iz impoasible to locate the exact position of the vertical slot that
drained the upper portion of the Big Room. The exit may have been present where
the two largest oeiling tubes intersect, a positlon approximetely 20° from the
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STICKER CAVE Northwest Tamasﬂid‘ 33)
Ovmer: Sam Vest

Description: The emtrance to the cave is at the lower end of a 15' deep, li' wids,
30* long gully which drains a small draw. A 1! high, 3* winde crawl leads a
short distance to a point where a2 6' high, 1" wide crevice has formed along the
right side of the crawl., After about 25! the crawl ends in a 10% drop into a
15% long, 10 high, 3! wide passage, floored with 8il% and emall dreakdown. A
small crawl from this room £ills with silt,

Biology: Numerous bestles, Agomwm (Rhadine) sp., and a mumber of roaches were
collected in the twilight zons under rocks,

Ref: TSS files
UPSTREAM CAVE Nozthwest Texas (# 27)
Cwners: JoNo Helm, Sz.

Deseripbion: Upstream Cave is located about 200 yards west and upstream of Black
Hand Cave., Iis main entrance is near the level of the river. Mrom this entrance
a 20% wide, 6" high passage extonds ©o the north for 40! to a surface aink, From
this sink a small crawlway exbtends for 20' 4o receive a smell gully. "Therse is
congiderable siab breakdown in the cave and the main part of the passage appears
to be much larger than would be expected from so small a surface drainage.

Ref. 7SS filas

WINDMILL CRACK Nortiwest Texas (# 37)
Ownar: Frank Campbell

Description: The entrence to the cave is a 2! in diameber hole dropping zbout 10!,
Several cracke and small holes south of this hole connect at the bottom through
a crawl too small to negotiste, To the morth a h* high, 1* wide crack leads
about 10' before turning to the left a8 a 1! high, 27 wide crawl for about 10°
where it drops about 5' into a 10° high, 5 wide, 107 long reom floored with
breakdown and silt, A crawl at the top of the room vo the right leads into a
4? high, 8¢ in dizmeter room. A low, wide crawl from thie room fills with 2ilt
after about 157,

Blology: James Reddell and Bill Russell made a small collection of inverietrates
from the cave in May 1963. This collection included spiders, a surface beectls,
and a new species of mdlliped of the genus Nannolene.

Refs TSS files
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entrance %o the uppor channsl leading to the Yo The smaller anastomoses wers
drained as the vadose water developed in intetrated channel imto the underlying
Acme Qypsum. The major route of escape for the surface water now underwont
both lateral and vertical emlargement by solution along joinbs as the vadosc
stream cut dowmward to reach local bhase level, Steep gradients at the mouth
of the cave and along the vertical slot draining what is now the Blg Room allowed
headward entrenchment Ly the vadose stream. BExtensive portions of Shale 2 were
roemoved by lateral sapping., Concurrently, a long varrow meandaring channolway
wvas being made in the underlying Acme Gypsum, Chamel widening along joints is
strikingly rovealed by porfectly developed meander nmiches alternmately cutting
into one wall and then the othar, Comtimed headward cutting of the chammsl
resulted in the vemoval of Shale 2 in lateral oxtent exceeding the prezent cute
line of the Big Room. Major collapse of the terminal chamber occurred after
removal. by solution of approximstely 15 feet of the Acme Gypsum. Near the cave
entrance eutrenchmert proceeded to penetrate the thick Acme section. Upon
reaching Shale 1; lateral sapping and wideming of Bat Room and Collapse Rooms 1
and 2 occurrad in exactly the same manner as ocutlined for the Blg Rcom ayea.
Enlargement near the moubh of the cave was accompanied by further solution in
the Big Room. Collapss of ths gypsum in the Rig Room complstely blocled the
upper passageway. A now chammelway was thersupon developed along jolmt widen~
ings of a mreviously minor network of jointe, rerouting the drainags until it
intercepted the old charmel to form tho Y. The new chamnel is now incised
L fect below the older chamnel. Head wayrd emtrenching of the stream resulted in
the formation of the present waterfall along the northwoest wall of the Big
Room. Lateen) sapping of Shale 2 and subsequent collapse of the ovarlying
gypeun produced the major enlargement of the Dig Room, The present waterfall
axhibits spectaculer vertical laples and flute marks, Flubing, a result of
flowing water, can be obsarved throughout most of the cave. A relatively uniform
gradient of approximately 175 fest per mile from the waterfall to the mouth of
ths cave, coupled with extensive collapse near the latier portion reflects the
prosent cave mrofile, The chamnel from the sinkhole to the waterfall is inaccesse
ibles however, surface recommalssance indicates that this sinkhole is the present
entrance for most of the surface wabter emtering Coliapse Cave., Ample evidence
for chamber enlargement Ly lateral shale removal was observed in the uncollapsed
portion of the cave., DPedding-plane anasomoses; described by Brebz as a definite
phrsatic solutlon form, were observaed in the celling of the Big Room, The diaw
neter of the tubes varies from 1/2 inck to feet, Solution by vedose seepage
along bedding planes and Jeints, explained in preceding paragraphs, is considered
mwé;)p‘.l.mmible for the develomment of this solution featwre., (MeCregor, et al,
19

Biology: The cave is inhabited hy a colony of Myotis walifer incautus (Allen),
Hany of the bats from the cave wers banded Ly Dr. Doneld W. Tinkle in the bat
banding operations that he conducted in the area,

Bibliography: See references # 8, 11, and 1k,
Ref: TSS Ziles

DEAD MAN'®S CAVE Northwest Texas (# 11)
Omners Buckle "L" Ranch
Descripbion: The entrance to Dead Man's Cave iz a 10' hdgh, 15" wide opeding ab

the head of a short gully training into Shores Creck. Several large boulders
have fallen in and sround the mouth of the cave. A small crawl to the lef%
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Jugt insids the entrance leads sbout 157 o a large twealdom area. It is
possible to go through the brealdown Lubt the crawl ends after an additional 30Y,
A 1ittle wator runs oub of the crawl after rains, The main passage of the
cave leads from the back of the entwance room and extends as a 2%-44f high,
359 wids passage in a fairly straighit line for abont 150%, At this point
much large breakdosn from ths ceiling has oscurred. The brealsiown, which appears
to extend up to tha surface; effectively blocks the passage so thni it is nob
posaible to combinue bayond it. A ronort of another enlrance was not verifiad.
b the highly wmstable condition of the bwsaldcomn indicabes thet cdllapse may
have occuwrad since the lash vielt o the cave by ths parson who reported tha
entranco. The cave 1s an obwicus exzaumple of formation YLy vedos action. Wabter
running 1n sinl® on the top of the hill now drain $hrough the cave and run oub
of the eatrance. The gyosum in which tha cave is formed 18 very thin-beddsd and
imer-layered with mucsh shale and elay. The czve i3 in the last stags cof its
developnent, with erceion at the save's mouth causing cellapse of the overliying
gpsun as 1t cubta back, accorpaniod by collapss intc tho back porticns of the
cava &8 the hill coverhead cyrodes sway, Numorous namss in and around the entranca
indicate that 1% 13 locally well-kmown, The cave iz named after am ouwdlaw who
was reportedly killed im the cave. It was explored in Mzy 1963 by James Reddell
and Bill Rusasll,

Refp 7SS files

PANTHER CAVE Vortlwest Texas (# 1)
Conces Floyd Richasrdson

Deseriptions Fanther Cave lles on the west side of a deap eapyon dralxing scuth
into the Pesse River., The cave enirance, 20t wide and 257 high, if almost £illed
with nagpive tyecldown, This tprealsiown is quito wecent, having fallen during
late 195h or eayly 1955. From the emiyance 2 large passage leads thwough
angnlar boulders fer cbout 100* to a 5 wids, 3% high crazlmay., Water frox this
crawlway is undermlning zoft greon shale bensath the gypsun, esusing the collapse.
The main cave is most easily reached through 8 psssage leading from above the
trealdorn about 50! from the entrance. This passage, averaging 64-10% high and
109157 wids, has a narrow winding canyon about 17 wide and up to 15' desp incisad
in its floor, This camyon-floorsd passage leads for about LOO' to a bat room
30% high, 207 wide, and 50' long. From this roon the lower caryon decreases in
depth untll 1t finally disappears. The passapge conbtivues walkdng-gize for aboub
250, From thls point a gravel-floored crawlmgy H'-4! wide and 1t-3¢ high lezds
for geveral hundred feet to a #mall entrance a% ths bobiom of & surfacs sink.

An ghbtempt bo squecze through this sntrance was aborted by several ratilosnales
encountered about 30! bafore the entrance. The sink enfrance receives a surface
gullys; runoff from this gsully flewing through the crawlway, down the walking
passage where it is deepenming amd extending the nsrrow carmyon, and eventually
into the crawlway that teads imto the end of the emtrance brezkiown area, Ths
cave has been almost end formed by vadose water; the different psssags types
bedng oreated by different stages of headward srosion. The cave has been visited
by Dr. Donald Tinkle a mmber of times during his bat banding work. It was
visited by Blll Russell and James Reddell in May 1983.

Biology: Four specles of bats have been captured in the caves 1s velifer

(Allen), the Cave Babj sicus fuscus pallidus Young, the Biz Baty '

( himus rafinesqe eBcons LLliep), ihe Lamp-nosed Batg and Pipistrellus
M ellc, From Fotrusry, 1958, wbil %ﬁ‘—'

C
Tiws Tinkle banded several thousand lMyotis védlifer incawtus in the Panther-Wallpp
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Gave aveas Tho Pigg_rc_a;' 1lus hes , which was $alen on Fetruary 8, 1959,
is the re 0 ¢ gpecies in Texas., A small series of beetloes
of the subgenus Rhadins, gerus Agomm were talken in the cave by James Reddell
in May 1963. Ra nAkeS Tere in the sinkhole entyance on the same date.

Bibliographys See references #2, 8; 9, 11, 1, and 15,
Ref: TSS files

SHORES CREEK TALUS GAVE Herthwest Texas (# 12)
Cmners Buecldle YLV Ranch

Description: The cave 18 located downatresm f{rom Desg@ Uan's Cave and nsar the
top of a high bluff overlooking Showes Crsek. A 5Y desp, 307 long, L' high
overhang has been covered by breakdown to form a talus cave. A sclubion crawly
homever, loads from the far exd of this talus zone siraight back into the cliff-
face for about 30f befure emding in brealiown. Slumping cf the hreakdosm above
tho cava has formed & pockst sboub 15% in diameder arnd 5¢ high,
Ref: T35 Iiles

TCATE Nortlwest Tesas (# 15)
Owmer: Floyd Richsydson

Description: This csve iz a short U-shaped tumeel lsading off to the left side
of 8 nabueal bridgs.

Bibliography: See refarence # 1k,
Ref: Donald W, Tinkle

AALL GOUNTE
SALT HOLE (FSTELLINE SALT SPRING) Northwosl Texas (# 38)
Owner s

Degoription: The Sgli Hole is 2 large s&lt spring located nsar the Prairdie Dog
Town Fork of the Red Rlver, Frea the surfrce the spring appsers as a ¥zke aboub
307 in diamebor with a slzable stream rumning from it, This stream, one and a
half times ag s2lbty 28 eea water, runs 2,600,000 gallons of waber per dzy and
puta out sbout LOO Lore of salt every day, This gtresm yuns into the Prairie
Dog Town Fork of the Red River and evembually into Lake Texoma where ths salt is
polluting the water, Tho Corps of Engineers is trying to stop the flos of the
sping by building 2 dam arcund the lake, This has alarmed the lcesl psople

who feay that the daa will beck sali water into thelr water supply. The apparently

ghallow lale form which the water comes 19 aclwally quito deep. From the surface
the lake rarrowa slightly until it is sbont 25' in diaveter and contimes this
#ize through shals for a depth of 30" wheye it roaches gypsum and begins o en=
larga. At a depth of 100V the cave is almost 100V in diameter, but it soon
narrows to & four foot wide slot &t a depth of 125¢, This is as far as the
spring has been aexplored by the Corps of Ingineers, but local skindivers report
a horisontal cavern at 2007 below the surfacs.
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Geology: A water analysls of the water of the spring has beon made. The sampls
was taken at a depth of 75! below the lake surface and the temperalure of the
water was 67°F. The sample was collected on April 30, 1960. The resulis of
the analysis follow:

Hardness as 0aC0g L, 7ThO Cca 1,430 ppm

.0, havdness »600 ug___lﬁ“"'""" 285 ppm

% Na 88 Na $400 prm

Specitic conucLance HCO3 168 pm

(micromhos at 2590) 60,500 c 0 pom

Density 1,032 cl?‘:-zs,zoo P
Refs TSS files

HARDEMAN COUNTY
BOULDER CAVE Northwest Texazs (# 17)
Owners R. W, Wallyp Ranch

Descriptions The upstream egbranecs to the cave is a climb dom though mealclomm
fyom the sams sink as the downstream emtrancss of Short Cave and Walkup Cave.
A 10'-15% climb admits one into & trealdown~cellinged crawl which extends aboud
1007, Here the crawl bocomss ceilingsd with breakdcsm and conglomerats and
leads an additional 759=100? to a c¢limb up through treakdown to the surfacs.
Watear enbering the cave issues firom the ULreakdown siope on the outsids, The
cave probably was a part of the maln Wallup Cave system, but has been separabed
bty collapse. It was mapped in May 1963 by Jamss Reddell and Bill Russell.

' Ref: TSS Pilss

CAMPSEY CAVE Northwest Texas (f 10)
Owneer: Laxry Campaey

Description: Campsey Cave is ummsual emong gyvsum caves in that it iz a largs
rassage that extends for a comparatively short distance, The entrence to the
caye is 3 207 deepy 30% long, 20¢ wide vertical sink at the end of a long surfacs
gully. Eguipment is required to embor the cave. ¥From the west end of ths sini
the cave exbends as a 20° wide, 3¢ high passapge almoat blocked Yy breakdowm,
Beyond tha weakdown the cave passage enlarpss until at 100¢ from the entwance
it is 25! wide and 107 high, Here the passage makos a berd to the right and
contimman the same size for 100 more foet to a sharp left turn. The passage

s sonth from this turn for 207 to where it enlarges to form a room 40 wide,
0! long, and 15' high, From this room a passape 2'«-3% high and 159 wida leads
for 20¢ to a low room, This low room or passage is 3'-lif high and 15'=89¢ wide,
and ahout 80! longe. At the end of this room there is a narrvow pool imto which
all of the water enbering the cave finally runs. Ab the time of the visit Ly
the authors :I.nuny].?&,?.‘ghemtarintha pool extended to the
blocking any possible pacsage. Local pecple report that at times the water is
lower and exploralion beyond this pool pogsibla. A careful search was made along
the Pease River, which approaches %o within 200 yards of the cave, but no hole
was found nesr tho cave that could be the exitfor the cave's floodwatars, It
is possible that the lower end of the cave passage is below =iver level and
covered with sand, but it scems more likely that the waters emarge firom an
uderwaber chammel. located about 1/2 mile to the north of the cave at the edge
of the Pease River where it makes a bend to the west., The cave was mapped by
Jemes Reddell and Bill Russell in May 1963, (See map, papge 2h)
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Geologys The praesent form of the cave 1s probably geologically quits recent,
The gully that drains into the cave has not had time to cubt the waterfall
back from tha criginal sink more than a few feet; and in the cave it has
greatly enlarged the section near the ontrance where ercgsion was ver effec-
tive in the soft shale layers, while it has had 1ittle effect on the sec=
tions farther back in the cave that were developed in more massive gypsum,

Blolopy: Iacawse of drastic floods o which the cave is subject, little life
waa found in the cave., A small collection of beetles, splders, and amis was
made in May 1963 by James Reddell and Bill Russell,

Ref: TS5 files

CAFTURE CAVE Northwest Texas (# 20)

Ommer: Larry Campsey

Description: A 59=15% deep, 39 wide gully wums about L0O! before being captured
by & cave, The first part of the cave is about 67 high and 2937 wide, There
are sevaral short drops ard a few pools of woter. After about 757 a lowr gravel
and rock floored cyawl extends an additional 1257 before dropping 10! into a
20% wida, 15 high, 40? long room formed by baclwvard cutting of the stream as
1% runs domm into the Pease River, The cave is entirely vadose in origin. The
only fauna observed were cave crickets and hagvestmen. ' It was mapped in May
1963 by James Reddell and BI1l Russell, (Sce map, page 25)

Ref: TSS files

CEDAR CAVE Northwest Texma (# 21)

Ormars: Larry Campsey

Description: Cedar Cave 18, in gensrel; a low wide crawlway comnscting several
surface sinks with a deep canyon draining west into the Pease River. The
uppermost of thess sinks receives the waters of a largs, though normally dry,
creslkt, From this upper sink the stroam passes under 2 30' long natural tridge
and then filters through & realdowmn-filled sink into the cave mroper. At the
bogiming of the stream crawl several plis comnect with a short uppsr level that
asoon pinches oubt in slab lwreakdowm, From these pits the stream crawl extends
to the south, at first 3%-4" high and 10%=12¢ wide and bounded by breakdomn on
the east. Several small upper rooms can be reached by climbing tlhwroupgh the
treakdovm. Beyond the breakdomm the arawlway widens, being 20" wide and Lt
high when it reaches the breakdown cone at the base of ths next sink. The water
follows a small passage around the left edge of the trealdown, but the cave
can also be followed by olimbing up the Lrealdomn pile. and cut of the cave through
a small endrance; and then re-entering the cave through an entrance on the domme
stream side of the lweakdown. On thiz side of tho Wreakdown there is a room 30!
L 20* wide; and 12% high, From this room the crawlwey continuesl?t wide and
B%high, enlarging to ¥ high and 25¢ wide 200! past the reakiown room.
Then the pessage narrows; passes around = btreakdown mound, and reaches a pool
2% deep and 407 long. Beyord thiz pool the paseage again widens and, after pagsw
ing a sink entrance on the left, connects to ancther largs sink where a surface
mily enbers the cave, About 100' bayond this last eink the cave entera a
brealdom area. The maln cave contimues %o the lower canyon entrance through
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Massive treakiown, while above the first part of the Lwealkdown a room has
developeds The cave is almost entirely vadoss in oripging and has been heavily
modified by collapse, It is ivhabited by a few bats and ecave cricksts. It was
mapped in HNay 1963 by James Reddsll and Rill Ruscell. (See map, page 27)

Refs TSS files

CRUMPLIIICG CAVE Nortlwest Texas (ff 22)

Omner: Larvy Campaey

Description: The cave is loeated at the head of a small draw and is a 307 long,
2% high, L' wide crawl among very unstable bresldom. A large lrealdown slope
about 20! long extends down to the bed of the draw in front of ths cave. Watar
runs cut from among the tesakiomm after rains,

Refs TSS filew

QULLY CAVE Nowtlwest Texas (# 23)

Omner': Larry Campsay

Dagcyiption: Gully Cave is 2 small cave that is located at the lowez end of the
abondoned chamnel of the creek that now yuns thwough Cedar Csve: The weter
from this chamnal and soveral small {ribubaries has ncw been captured by the
cave and runs underground for about 200% through a cave containing much Iyeale-
down, Collapse has reachsd the surface in onae area and formed an upper entrance
neayr the lower end of the cave,

Refs 78S files

PHILLIFS CAVE Hortiwest Texas (F 24)
Oymers Jack Pillips

Description: The entrance is by way of a small sink in the center of a cultivabted
field. A pasgare oub of the bobttom of the sink leads to a 20" drop into a 20!
hipgh room, A passage fron the ceiling of this room laads %o an end in break-
dom., The total lenghth of the cave is about 100 yards,

Zibliography: BSee references # 8§ and 11,
Ref: T8S files

SHORT CAVE Northwest Texas (# 18)
Ownar: RoW. Walkup Ranch

Deserdiption: A small gally, running southwest, euters the ecave. A short crawl opens
ii%o a 5'=6! highy 3" wilde passzge which extends about 1007, Here much treake
dows has occurred, so that the last 50'-757 must be megotiated by arawling over
and through reskdcim. The cave opans into the samesink that Boulder and Wallup
Caves .uter, AL ome time it was probably comected to the two other caves.
Splders vmpre collected Jn the cave hy James Reddell and Bill Russell in May 1963,

Ref: TSS files
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VALKUP AVE (DEASLEY CAVE) (GRUOCRY CAVE) (LAZARE GAVE)  Norbhwest Texas (# 15)
Ownetrs Ro Wo Vellup Ranch

Description: Walkup Cavey, one of the larger gypsum caves, has been developed by a
stream that drains an area about a half-mile north of the cave. This strean
invaded pre-existing, probably phreatic, openings in the gypsum, and has since
scoured them into large passapges, The stream has also cut a long valley about
307 deep upstream fram the cave, all of the valley material bsing carwried by
flood=vaters through the cave, The upper entrance to the cave opems into a
passage L to 5 feet high and averaging 15% in width, This passage leads to the
southwest under & collapeed sink entrance and to the Division Room, where the
passage divides. The right twanch is, for the mest pert, 2 low crawlway with
a narrow slot in the seiling, This crawlway emerges in a sink that commscts
three caves, Downstream is Boulder Cave, which is about 2007 long. The first
part of Doulder Cave is a low crawlway with a celling of conglomerate, while
thelast part of the cave ig deoveloped in massive brealidosn. Tha third cave
emtering the sink is Short Cave, It extends to ths northeast and recelves a
omall gully. It is pwobable that all thres caves were at one time commected.
From the Division Reom the maln cave pussage continues as a 10'-12' wide,
61=101 high passage. This passage 18 scoursad clesam, thers being no pravel ar
other sediment present. About 200' firom the Division Room a desp chammsl has
been cut inte the ficor, This channel scon widens and occupies the whole
passage for the next 5009, At the end of the chamnel there is a etrong joint
trending S25%. The passage follows this for about 100% until the joint splits
into several small (3') brances and fades out. Hers the cave enters a complex
area that gives ptroag indication that the original openings were phrsatic.
The passapge makes a loop and crosses undsr iteelf. This loop is about 300°¢

- long and the lower part of the loop is about 12 Pest below the upper, Stream

action has lowsred the floor of the upper passage until it cut into the lower,
the water now dropping over a wabterfall and into the lower level. From this
loop, a low, wide passage lsadg west to the main lower entrance, A8 is usual
with gypsum caves there is an extensive bhrocaldown ares near the entrance, but
golution must have been quite small; and most of the phreatic opsnings have
besn removed by the vigorous vadose snlarpement. The cave, however, crosses
sevaral clay-filled passages one to two feet in diameter which may be filled
phyeatic tubes. The ceiling elot in the right hand crewlway is also probably
partly phreatic in origin. It is unlikely, however; that over 10% of the cave

is phreatic.
Plologys Three spscies of bats have been caught and banded in the cave, These

are 5 velifer incautus (Allen), the Csve Bat or Lititle Rrown Babj

ek s To.n i i o s e Comyomnins sufleequed TS
THTIIer), ed Bat. A mursery colony ar 8% was

in the cave in April-June 1960,

Historys The cave is frequently visited by local pecple and has been known for many
years. It was visited by David K. Jameson prior to 1954 and from 1958 until
1962 the bat population of the cave hes been intensively studied by Dr, Donald
¥Wo Tinkle and his assistants., The cave was mapped in May 1963 Yy James Reddell
and Bill Russell. (See map, page 29)

Bibliography: See referencas # 2, 8, 9, 11, 1, and 15,
Ref: TSS files
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KING COUNTY

AVERWUS SINK Northwest Texas (# 7)

Owner: Daveman Ranch

Description: This is a 1001-200' in diameter funnel~shaped sink dropping L0O'-507,
At ons end of the sink it is possible to climb down through large blocks of
treakdown for an least 20', Lack of light prevented ite exploration, but the
possibility of the cave's being very long is poor. Wabter rumning into the
gink will exi? through River Styx Cave and, in fact, the may enter that
cave through one of the unexpiored crawlways.

Refs 138 files

BATEWATN RANCH SINK No=tlwest Toexas (# B)
Ownar: Bateman Ranch

Description: A 150! in diameter, LO! desp sirk funnels inmerd until it is about
30% in diameter at the bottom. At ome side of the eink a 12' in diameter hole
drops vertically through very loose rocks for 20'-30'. At the bottom a crawl
through brezkdown extends for LO'-50', It is blocked by smsli rocks which
have been washed in form the sink, Water draining into the sink doubtless
runs into River S, yx Czve. It waa explored and reported by Ron Griffith of
RBenjamin, a member of the Sul Reoss Speleological Socistye.

Refr 955 files

RIVER STYX CAVE (SATEMAN CAVE) (GUTHRTIE JAVE) (STYX CAVE) Northwest Texas (# h)
~ymers Bateman Ranch

Description: River Siyx Cave, which is as far as is lmown to the aubthors the
longest surveyed gypsum cave in the world, is located under a gypsum plateaun
dissaected by the South Wichita River, The main entrance to the cave is a 25°%
wide, 10' high opening located on the bank of the river wnderumeth g high
gypeum bluff. When visited in May, 1563, following a two inch yain, a medivme
sized stream lssued firon the cave, Afber aboub 200'; a 1,000% long lake covers
the pasaapge floor, broksn cnly occasionally by gravel. bars. Crawls to ths sides
along the lale have rot been exploreds. About 2007 beyond the lake a 6% high,
10¢ wide passage extends northwards for 2007 where it intersects the Imt Passags.
which paraliels the main pessage. The Bzt Passage leads Yo ths west .
two 30% high, 30° wide bat rooms to its end after about 500%, To the east the
Bt Passage extends through severzl smaller bat rooms flcored with extensive
brezlddown, finally splitbing inbo several uraxplored orewlways. Large pravel
bars in both the Main Passapgs and the Bat Pessage indicate thal both pamsapes
caxried larpgs amounts of flocdwater in the divection of the river; tut since
only the Main Passape opens onto the river, the gravel bars in the Bel Passage
visre probably producsd before it wes blockad by collapse. Bsyond the slde
passage the maln cave paseage exbends ag a 7! high, 15Y wids tumnel Floored with
large angulsr gravel., After about 800! the Dome Room is reached. A passags
to the right extends about 150° before ending. Iy climbing over the large mound
of brealdiown in the Dome Room 1% is pogsible to onter the main passags agsia.
After about 80! & passage to the loft makes a loop and re-enbers the main pessage
after abont 2007, From this Jusction Room five passapes oxbtend, the most Ilmpordsnt
of which ars ths (ypsum Hlister Passage to tho south axnd a passage to ths east.



tbe eastern passage extends 28 an altermating walling and crawling passage
for sewveral hundred feet to the base of a2 treakdown~filled sink., It is
barely possible to squeeze %he breakicwn and reach the swrface.

The Qypeum Blister Fassage 1s a 5! high, 207 wide, 250" long passage. In
geraral the arsa from the Dome Room to abouk 3007 bgyond the Gypeum Hlister
Passage is a complexz of passages, many of which are drains from surface ainks,
These drains are frequently round tubes in s0lid gypsum. commonly ending in
breakdown from above, ulany side pessages in this area remain unexplored, The
plateau above the cave contains mmerous sinks and extends for over a halfemile
%o the soubh and beyond the mappsd part of the cave in all directions. If all
of these sinks comect with the cave, which seems likely as no other water exit
is lmown, there will be several additiomal wmilos of passage,

Ceologys The mapped part of River Styx Cave is developed along the crest of a small
local anbicline, This anticline, probably produced by the romoval of salt from
ths subsurface oy by the conversion of anhpydriie o gypsum, is exposed in the
cliffs downeitream from the cave where it is aboub 800! wide with dips of 10 to 15
degreas away from the axis. Theugh the main passages of the cave tend to follor
the axis of the anticline the reason for this is pot readily apparent as thero
is no strong joint control, Most of the joinmbas obesrved, however, did rm parallel
to the axis of the anticline, and as gypsum in generdl has few jointes the concens
tretdon of joints in the defarmed rocks along the anticline was probably the con-
trolling factor in tho criembation of the large passages, Since only crawlway
size passages were left unchecled;it seems Likely that the passages commecting
sinim off the anticlinal axis with the main cave are small passages that did not
develop into large pessages because of their pooar orientation with ragard to Jointse
The fact that passages oriented along joimts are larger than those unfavarably
located indicates a phreatic arigin Zor a l2rge partion of the cave, &= vadose
enlargenent by gravel-tearing flootwmters would bo effective whether or not there
was a jolnd presente This tends o agree with other evidence; such as solutionally
formed poclets; level horlizontal ledges projocting up to three feet into the pessage
in areas of dipping rocks, and the maze chavacter of some scctions of the cavej; all
of which indicates that tho cave has not besn greatly modified afier sclution by
slowly moving water, The Gypsum Elister Passage, the roof of which is composed of
thin hanging slabs of gypsum that tend to form circular clusters, and its exiension
past the Hatchet Room are almost enbirely uwmodified phroatic passagesg whereas
some of the tubuler passages leading from surface sinkholes are almost wholly
vadose in oripine Most of the passages of the cave have been modified o some
extont by the gravelscarrying floocdwater that z2uns through the cave following
beavy rains, This gravol is derived firom a thin overlying dolomite, and retains
its angular shaps throuvghout moet of the cave. The individual passages seem Go
vary from about 10§ plweatic in surface drains to over 907 plreatic in the
Hlister Passage. In genewral the main pessages of the cave tend to be about LOZ to
607 phweatic in ariging

Meteorology: In assoclation with the study of bat hibsrnation tlree temperatuwrs
recorders ware placed in or pear the caves P0ne recarder was placed at the entrance
of the cavern in & well-ventilated box three feet above the grouwnd, This recorder
graphed the oubside tempgratwre and was far enough away from the embtrance to the
cavern not to be influenced by currents of air coming out of the cavarn, The
second yeporder was placed in the passage five fest above tha floor, near a crevice
in which bats were clustered. This recorder wae subjected to the wind currents in
the cavarn, The thivd vecorder wes placed on the colling of the main cluster yoam
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and was not directly in any current of air." (Pattarson; pp, 26-27) (See chart,
rage 33) "o..The cavern has no main obstruction to air currents, It has teen
found that on days in which the ocutside temperature exceeded the inside temperas—
ture; the air moved out of the mouth of the cawern, If the outside tempsrabture

inside, air moved into the cavayn, This w=as caused by the
waraer air rising out of the nstwral vents that wers of higher elsvation than
the main entrance., In the latter cave, the air was of greater velecily since wamn
air would escape faster than if the conditicns wer . reversed." (Patterson, p. 28)

Blclogys During the winter munths & large population of velifer incautus
(Allen) inhabits the cave, Dre Donald W, Tiukle and 3550C14%L63 have
a large muber of bate in the cave, If{ was chosan also for the stuldy of the
hibernation quarters and the activities of bats dwring the winter season,  The
results of this study have been presented in &n M.S. thesis by I.C. Pabterson (1981),
In May 1963 James Reddell and Bi11 Russsll made a collection of invertelrates.
Unfortunately it was not possible Yo male a ccdllestion of vertebrates found in
the cave, all of which appearsd to have been washed in by recent floods of the
South Tichite River, The invertelrate materizl awsits study, but & faunel list
is as follows: Crayfliszh, spiders, terrestrial isopcds, cave ericksts, and several
species of beetles /i iﬁ(mmdim) 8po /o Vertebtrate life inclules

vﬂl:z.fqr Trogs, turtles, £ish, and tiger salamanders.

Histarys The cave is ome of thes best lnown caves in Horthwest Texas and has been
visited frequently Yy high school students for over thirty yesrs, Theiw

tions have probably included most of the cave, with tha excepiion of soms of t.ha
mors difficult crawls and bwealdomn arsas. I, Dondld We Tinkle and hi® assosiates
visited ths cave sporadically fram 1958 to the present., The msteorology of the
cave was studied during the winter of 156L. In liay 1963 James Reddell and Rill
Russell nepped the ceve and opemed the sinkhols enbtrance, (Ses map, pags 3k)

Ribiliography: See refarences # 7, 8, 95 1L, and 1,
Ref: TSS filss

SALTIAS SINK ‘Noptimvest Temas (# 6)
Omnsr: Bateman Ranch
Desoription: Salivas Sink is a large sink located about % wile west of the enbrance

to Salt Spring Cave. From the bottom of a larpge sink a cave extends into massive
breakdown, Thiscmm not checksd bub it may connect with the water chanmel
Peeding Salt Spring Cave the brealdown now blocking 1t
Refs: TSS files
SALT SFRING CAVE Nertlwest Texas (# 5)

Ownexr: Bateman Ranch

Dascripidons The emtrarce %o Salt Spring Cave is located on the west bank of the
South Fork of the Wichita Jiver about 3/ mile below River Styz Cave. The entrance
to the cave hat recemtly been cleared Iy the Corps of Engineers in preparation for
building & dams The entrance is now 3! high and 6" wide, A stream of water flowing
gbout ore cuble foot per sccond leaves the cave, carrying 300 toms of salt per day
into the river and themoe inbo Ieks Taxhoma, From the entrance the cave extends as
ammmmmmymvma-mmnuumwmrmmﬂmmt
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to the celling, This cave is in an ive solution; the cave passing
through many breaidown areas and the swrface above the cave combaining many large
sinks, Tt seems Likely that the dam being Muili across the cave entrance will
only force the water to find a new exit. In sy case the wark being done by the
Corps of Engincers will add %o owr Inowledge of ¢ha effects of solution on gypsum.
The only Tauna observed in the cave ware small fish and collembola, The latter
ware collected from tweakdown above the cave stream, The cave was mapped in May
1963 by James Reddell and Bill Russell. (See map, page 36)

Refs TSS files

RANDALL COUNTY.
ARCH CAVE Nerthwest Texas (# 50)
Owns: Palo Duro State Park

Descriptions A gully runs into the main entrance to the cave, After a few fect
there is a second entrance in the ceiling and two small dead-end side passages,
The entire cave is a steep crawling descort, There are two rooms whors it is
not necessary o crawl, Just before the second room thare is a small drop and
then a narvow tura through which it is necemeary to twm sideways and arch the
bodys This narrcy passage is about 15! long, Two emsll passages leed out of
the room: The one to the right becomes teo marrowy while that to the left forks,
both branchas soon bscoming too marrow to negebiate. A skstch map of the cave
was made by Charles B, Stewart in 1963, (See map, page 37)

Refs Charles B, Stewart

CATARINA CAVE Northwoat Texas (# 18)
Ornae: Palo Diuro Stats Park

Dascyiption: The main extirance to the cave is abowt 20T hiph and 7' wide, A Zaw
fsot inside the cave enfrance secversl steps have been cub in the stecply aocending
passage. The passage averages 57 wide and 7' high for 27 yards where a 107 climbd
leads up tihroush a 57 in dismeter entrance. A ghort, small arawl leads to a
third entrance, From the upper enbramces to the lower entrance the tobal depth
of the cave is about 307, The entire cave is formed in a clayey sandstone of the
Tecovas and Quartsymaster formations of Triassic and Permian ages. It wes mapped
in 1963 by Charles B. Stewart. (See map, page 38)

Bibliography: See referenses # 10, 15, and 17,
Ref: Charles B, Stewsrd

CONFUSION CAVE Nowtlwrest Texas (f 51)
Cmner: Palo Duro State Paxk

Descyiption: There are at least nine ermtrances to this cave. Ths two lowest on the
hill are camected by a spall natural tridge. From these smirances to the north a
small passape leads to a dead-end. To the south it extends past two entrances,
also connacted by a narrow natural bridge, for about 16 yards 4o a fifth entrance.
A% this entrance &wo peseages lead for shori distences; one past a large boulder
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and %0 & small room at which the other passage intersects eight feet up on the
well, Two passages lead from this small room. One desd-ends after a few feet
wiile the other leads to an entrance in the ceiling, The main passage of the
cava leads past the entrance for & few fest to a jumction, The right-hand
branch leads as a 3%=l' wide, L?-6* high passage up 0 & vertical exit, after
about 20 yards. A passage from the botiom of this exit leads about 1k yards to
a deadeend, The main passage comtimies up & steep alope and through a narrow
passage to an entrance. A smell eide passage off of this passage leads %o
another entrance, The cave was ed and a sketch map made by Charles B,
Stewart in 1963, (See map, page

Refs Charles B, Stewarxt

DEAD TREE CAVE Northwest Texas (# 52)
Owrer: Palo Duro State Perk

Description: The emtransc t¢ the cave is a crawlway opeming onto the wall of a
pgolley. An ascent leads firem the side of the gulley as 2 3! = 3! passage to a
large room open to the surface, A dead tree allaws one to climb down into the
sink, btut a slde passage is an saslier method of emtrance. From this sink a ise
leads to ancther entvance. loval length of the cave is aboub 50 yards. It was
gketch mapped by Charles B, Stewart in 1963, (See map, page L0

Refs Charles B, Stowart

DUAL CAVE Northvrest Texas (# 53)
Crrsrs Palo Duro State Park

Description: Tho cave is formed in aamisions; but is quite solid., One enirance is
a hole dropping vertically into a small passage, This in twrn comnects o a
masg?parpindicﬂartoﬂmﬁrsto From here a 3! wide, L' high cravlway exbends
far 66" to a 5% drop. After sbout 20 more a passage o the right, lesding from
a gecond emtrance aboub 50¢ away and 15 yards below the first eutrance, inborsects
the main enbrance., & fow feel past this imtersection there is a hale loading 15%=20!
vp to the surface. A Steady descaent occurs from the first entrance to the botionm of
the cave about 15 yaxrds past the 15'-207 deap entrance sink. At the send of the
cave & circular funnel-chaped hole leads to the swface and a few fast past this
one a very narrow opering leads {o the surfuce. The cave was ep lored and a sketch
map made by Chavries B, Stewart in 1963. (Sce map, mge L0)

: : Ref: Charles B. Stemaxrt

LEDGE CAVE Herthwest Texas (# 5h)
Owners Palo Duro State Park

Description: From the entrance to Tumnel Cave contimue up the gulley, past two
large rock slabs and the enbtrance to Ledge Cave is reached, It lies just above
the gulley and drops straight dom, A smll passage downhill f£rom this entrance
is impassihie, The min gmaaga extends up a slope to a 12¢ x 307 room with an
opening to the surface., 7Total length of this passage is about 20 yards. A ledge
on one side of this room leads to two holes on the wall about 30° above the floor
of the room. These commect after a shart distance. After a few foet thres pass-
ages extend; one a narrow doseent to 2 dead-end, the other two go to one
passing over the other. Total length of the passage from the roam to the exits is
aboubhg yerds. It was sketch mapped in 1963 by Charles B. Stewart. (See map,
pags
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SINPIE CAVE Newthwast Texas (# 59)
Owner: Pelo Duro State Perk

Descripbion: The entrance to the cave opae ordo the side of 2 gl y and just up=
shream from two largs rocks. 4 57 wide, 3¢ high crawl lesds for a short distance
to a 7' = 157 room, through which it is possible to walk. A coraal from this room
leads to an 8% x 15" room. Bayord this room & crawl leads to a vertical entrance,
Total length of the cave is aboub 60 yands, A skeich map of the cave was made Ly
Charles B, Stewart in 1953, (See map, page L3)

Ref: Charles B, Stewart

SPANTSH SKIRTS CAVE Yorthwest Taxzs (F 149)
Ownsrs Palo Duro State Park

Description: The save is lcoated on the fage of the cliffs lmam as the Spanish
Skirts. I consisis of & sories of nine emlbrances commscted together by shord
crawls ard Grops, Total length of the cave is T5%«100% and tho tobtal depth fyrom
the top to bottom enbvances is about 30', AT zo point are you oub of daylight.

Refs TSS files

PUNNEL CAVE Northwest Texas (§ 56)
Owners Palo Duro Stale Park
Dezoriptdon: Thia cave is a 50! long tumel-like cavs throagh which a gully runee
I% is easy to negoliate awmd opsns into the sids of amclhor gully. Iedge Cave
is located up the gully thal enders Tumnel Cave. A akeich mep was made by Charles
B; Stewart in 1963, (See map, pags L3)
Ref's Charles B Stewarh
VINE CAVE Nowtiwest Texas (F 57)
Osmer: Palo Duro State Park
Desoriptions The enbvance is ab the head of a steep gully arnd is a hole on the face
of a vertical cliff 30° sbowvs the gully flour. HMayy vines hang over the amipanct.
The enmtrance to the cave is over 6! high and about 107 wide, After about 15° a
Jumection occure; with the lefi-hand passage lsading sbout 20 yards to o sloping
entrance. The right-haxd passage extends atoud 30 to L0 yswds tc a large open
pites The cave is in saudstons. A skatch mep wes made by Chaylas B, Steward in

1963, (See map, pege L3)
Ref: Chavles B, Stemard

e ———————— o —— = — — — S
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STONEWALL COUNTY

ASPERMONT BAT CAVE (BAT GAVE) Nerthwest Texas (# 1)
Owmers Wo Fo Martin

Descripbions Aspermont Bat Cavey locally kmown as Bt Cave, is a phwreaiic Jolant-maze
that has been invaded by a surface stream, This stream embers the system through
several enirances, the largest being the 5% high, 7' wide entrance that receivss
the main flow of the streame TFrom this entrance a passage leads south for 607 to
a four<tmy junction. To the right a passage exbends 20% to an entrance, a triangue
lay crawlway extends straight ahead for U5° to a silt block; and a 107 x 10%
passage extends o the lefi for 50 40 an alwost breakdowr=-filled enirance., Ths
main cave pagsage leads south fom this enbrance through a breakdown area, past a
crawlway that comnects to another entrance, and to a low junchtion roome. To the
vweet several low pascages externd toward the emizance and to the north amd east a
complex of low gravele=floorsd crawls intercommect with the main passage, TFrom
this room the passage leads over a large slab of hrealdowm and conbtinues soubh as
a g% high, 8¢ wide pasesage, Fifty feeb past the brealdown block the passage skirts
a low gravel-flocred area %o the easl amd contimues south ag a 107 high, 10' wide
passage pavalleled on the wesbh by a 3! in diameber tube. After 707 this paasage
turns west and Jeads 957 to the lower enbrance. Origlnally reported by De Donald
’I‘iuklehg)it was mapped inm May 1963 by James Reddell and Ri1l Ruwsscll, (Seoe map,
page

Geclogys The cresk that flows through tho cave has shortensd its course by several
hundred feeb through use of the cave. HMost of the cave lies under a slteep narrow
ridge Tormed by the meandering of the creek, The uwmsed old chamnel is now about
iz Pest above the chanwvgl lesding into the caves

Blclogy: The cave is ubtilized Ly lyotis velifer incautas (Allen) as a temporary
resting site., Very few bais have ever been observed in the cave., A collechion
of invertebrate fauna was made by James Reddell and Rill Russell in Mgy 1963,
This included: cplgean isopeds, anbs, spidevs, and beetles, including Agonum
(Rhadine) sp.

Bibiiography: See reforences # 8; 11, and s
Refs TS5 files

BAT CAVE ANNEX Nortlwest Texas (# 2)

Owners We Fe Moetin

Description: Pat Cave Amnex is part of the same ghreatic Joint-maze as Aspormont
Bat Cave, btut has been zcpavated from it by erosion. The entrance %o the cave
is aboulk 207 north of the Iower enmbrance of the main cave. This emirarce, ashout
1¢ high and 77 wide soon opens into a 3! high passage that extends north for 707
to a slight bend. From this bend the passage exbends northward for 170° to a
shayp »ight turn and, past this turn, o the east far 50' to a gharp bend to the
northe From this last narth bend the cave conbinues for aboub L0? %o a silt mound
that completely blocks the passage. Near the end of the cave are soveral amall
northescuth cross passages. The cave was mapped in May 1963 by James Reddell and
Fill Russell. (See map, page L5)
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CREFEK CAVE Nerthwest Texas (F 3)
Omners Wolfeo Martin

Description: Creek Cave is & joint-meze of relatively large dimensions which has
been invaded by a swface stream, The Stream enters the system through an 87
high, 20% wide entrance at orssk level. From this entrance the stream follows
a strongly joint-controlled passage to the ENE. The floor of this large passage
is mostly covered by a lako sveraging three feet doep, This lake can be Lypassed
by following a mxl bank along the south wall, One hundred and thirty feet firom
the entrance the cave makss an almost right-engle bend and follows ancther set of
joints to the south. For the next hundred fest there is ome large 8¢ high, 15!
wide main passags, parelleled on the east by a smaller walking passage. At 100°
the east passage rejoln® the main pussage, and & gimilar side passage develops o
the west of the main passage. These side passeges are commected to the main
corridor by several short comnscting pessages, About 200% past the end of the
lake the cave again malps an almost right twna to the southwest. AL this bend
cellapse has opened a sink to the surface. From this sink the cave continuee as
2 159 wide, 107 high main passage, parallsled to the north ty a smaller walking
passage and intercommected frequently by short cross passages, Seventy fesh past
this firet collapse sink the cave malkes another right~angle bend and enters a -
long collapse sink, This sink, about 100" long and 30! wide, iz floored with
breakdomn and bounded by germerally unciimbable walls, This sink is commected to

the creek valley by & short section of cave passags that forms a natural Wvidge
12* high and about 25! wide and long, Throughout the cave there is rmeh mud and
crganic debris left by the creek during its floods, HNuch of the creskls floodw

2
water appears to use ths cave even though the channel through the cave is only a
fow feet lower than the oubside channel, The cave was mapped
James Reddell and Bill Russell, (See map, page UT, and passage rose, page 48)

Geologys The cave was almost csritainly formed hy slowly moving phreatic water

dissalving along a strong system of joints, This system of largs ellipticd

joint=controlled passapges was imwaded by the surface stream and will soon be
destroyed by it. The stream has oul through the original gypsum floor and has
reached a softer, easily eroded red clay., Erosion of this bed has undermined
many of the pillars between the passages, and as there is never over 10" of

cverburden, collapse soon followm.

Hiclogy: m,mw,mmﬁtdmmmmm'mmmm
amburot%_mm-mm (A1len) in the cave., Ia April 1960, 7000
8&)0%% ey incautus were round roosting in the cave. In June these were

repla Tedarida trasiliensis mexicana (Ssussure).

Ribliography: See references # 8, 11, and 1.

i
§
&

Raf: TSS files
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WHEELER COUNTY

BIG MOUTH CAVE Northwest Texas (# 39)
Ownar:

Description: The entrance to the cave is along the side of a short draw which runs
into the North Fork of the Red Rivar. A small strean zuns out of the cave afteor
local rains, The entrance is about 20' wide and 12% high, The entrancs yoom is
about 30! long, 30¢ wide, ard 157 high. Just past this room tho cave cpens inic
a second room, abcut 30' long, 20' wide, and 15° high, with such breakdown and
silt on the floor. From this rocm a low, )y wide passage extends to a third roome
A passage to the left leads as a cyawl for aboub 30' vo breaskdom, I i1s pessible
to crawl over this treskdomm and enter a 1?7 high. 3% wide craxd which extands zbout
150" before bacoming too omsll to got through, In web weather water rums fran thie
crawl.e. Much air blows through it., TFrom the junciion room a passage Jeads to &
fourth vroom., A passage to the left in this room circles back tomards the entrance
for a few feot and then ends in a small room afier about 75%'. Continuing dowm the
main passage it is possible to arawl in a 1%-3* high mssapge for about 200 beyond
the last snrveyed point where the passags ends in a hrsakdown-choked reom, Huch
air blows through this passage and water runs oub of it in timss of rain, BEoth
oramis are almost certainly fed by surface sinks above the cliff. Many of these
ware obsarved in an examination of the swrface above tha cave. The cave is almost
entirely vadose in origine

Biology: The cave is imhabited by the Cswve Pab, Yyobtis velifer incautus (Allen).
A beetle, Apomm (Rhadine) rubsum Farr, has been descrioed from ohe cave and a
milliped of The genus Nennolene awaits description, A bdological collection
was made by James Reddell ard i1l Ruseell in May 1963. At thai time, besides
the Fhadine beetles aml millipsds, the following amimals were collected: beetles;
spiders, epigean isopods, collembola, and a cemtipede.

Historys The cave is quite well lmown leocally snd visited frequéently by local people.
Previous expicrations include & trip to collsct beetlea by Dro Thomes C. Barr and
Dr. Donald W, Tinkle, Dy Tinkle lzter retuwrned to the czve in the process of his
study of bate in the area. It was mapped in lay 1963 by Jamss Reddell and Eill
Russell, (See map, page 50)

Bibliography: See refevences # 1 3, Ly 6, and 9.

Raf: 7SS files

SMALYL, MOUTH CAVE Nortiswest Texas (# L4O)
Ommers

Descripticns Small Mouth Cave has two sections of embirely different character, a
lower stream level and an upper slli~floored rocme The strsam in the lower leval
is fed by soversl surface Binks and carries water only after heavy rains, bub ab
these timee larpge gquantities of rup-off flow through the cave. This stream leval
passes directly underneath the sili~floored room and flcod waters are undermining
the silt beneath this room, forming a 15' dome, This dome exposes numsrous bonss
ard leyers of charccesl left by Indians camping in the room above, From beneath
this upper »oom the siream pesgage continues through breakdown (o & lowar entrance
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at the level of the North Fork of the Red River. The upper voom is a leval
silt-flcored room 40T long, 30 wide, and 10% high, with a large wall~in
enbrance at its wesb cnd, From the north side of the room a passage leads
from a shallow sink and comnecis with the lover level, The cave was mepped
by Bill Russell and James Reddell in Hey 1963« (See map, page 52)

Archagology and Paleoniology: The cave is quite possilily an importd archasologleal
and palecntological site eince over 15% of deposite conbaining bong and charcoal
have accumclated bencath the upper room; indicating that ths roon wasinhabited
for a great period of time. An examination of a small eollection of bones from:
the cave indicates thabt the deposit is probably at least a few thousand years -
olde Ong artifact talen from near the top of the deposit could not be positivaly
identified bubt is lsss than 2000 years old, A prelimivary and incomplcte foumal
list of bones telken from the cave follcmss

Class Reptilis
Order Cholonis
Unidentifiod turtle yremaino
Order Sguanata
Unidentified spalke and lizerd remains
Class Aves
Unddentifisd bhird remains
Class Mamrmalis
Order Articdaciyla
Bison spe =~ bison
Udochilens npe -— deer
Ordas Lagomorpha
Legus 8p, -~ Jackrabbil
8P, == cobtontail rabbilt
ia

Neotoma BRe = woOA rab

Sigmocon hispidus -w Hispid colton »ab

Yorcegrstins werriami ~- Morviam's pockst npouse

Yaro Cie mg'idns = Higpid pocket mouse
@ CClrOgastol ww e vole

THCYGETS o~ ow wols

Biglogy: A collection of inverichbrates was made in the cave by James Reddell and
Ei1l Russell in May 1963, This incluwded en undescribed spacies of williped also
found in Windmill Crack and Big Mouth Cave (famnolene sp.); spiders, snd bestles,

including A {(Rhedine) rvbyum Barw, Tho cave 16 iphabited hy Mia velifor
incaubus Je
Bibliography: See reference # 9o
Ref: TSS filss
UNNAIED CAVE Noartlwest Texas (# L1)

Cwners

Description: This small wmamed cave is & 3' x 37 crowlway opening onto the cliff
between the entrances of Blg Mouth Cave and Small Mouth Caves It was not explorad
because of lack of ¢ime bub probably comnschbs with a swfuc;a;ink above the cliff,

s TSS 2iles
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53
DOUBTFUL CAVES

BATEMAN RANCH SINES Nortiwest Texas (# 2a)
Osmer: Poleman Ranch

Descriybion: The surface above the entrances to River Styx Cave and Salt Spring Cave
iz pitted with large sinkholes and lmrst vallgys ranging in size from 50°¢ in
dimatwtowerlﬁnﬂlelongmdm' to 100° deep. Most are blocked Ly weakdomn
. &% their lowes’t points; bub by 1o means all have been visited or adequately explored.
lany may be new caves, whils others may ove o be entrances of River Styx Cava.
Ref: TSS files

CAMPHILL RANCH SINKS Nertimest Texas (¥ La)
Cmmews Frank Camppoll
Description: In the ayea of 2 fow eguars milsa thirly or forly einks were investigated,
only 2 fow of which led to caves, Host are shallow dirt-fillsd depressions, whils
several are shalloy cracks o broakiown areas. Digging in a mmber of them w=ill
rrobatly lzad o caves, while there aro dobless hundreds of sinks on the ranch
which wore not lnvesidgatede
ReZ: 755 filss
RATTLESNAKE SINE ' Nortlwest Tazas (¥ Sa)
Caner: Frenk Campbell
Description: This is a 20! wide, LO' long depression with a 2 high, 6! wids entrace
leading of? om the sast side., A large rattlesnake abt tho entyrance provented its
exploratlon, tut it appeered to lead indo a caves
Ref: TSS files
RED RIVER SINES Nerthwest Texas (§ Ga)
Canors
Dascription: An extonsive sinkhole arsa lies sbove the North Fork of the Red River

in the immediate vicinily of Hig Mouth Csve and Swmall lowth Cave. Hamy of these
were hastily examined, bub many more were Just noted, Sons corainly should lesd

into cavas.

~ Redy TSS files
SALT SPRING SINK Hertiweet Texas (7 1a)
Ownsz: Babeman Raunch
Descriptions Salt Spring Sinkeis & large sink ebovt 1/ mils northwest of Selt Spring
Caves This sink iz abhouwt 507 deep and 1007 x 1007 at the top. The walls of the
gink ave vertical except for the south wall which can ke climbed, Along the wast

side of tho sink thores i3 en extensive serles of fisswres ceparating large blocks
that ave sliding into the sink. Nuch of the collapse that formed the aink appsara
%0 be recent,; and it is probebly siill bsing enlarged, Sl Sen

efs files



Bl
VEST RANCH SINEKS Hortlwest Texms (# 3a)
Omers: Sam Vesh
Descziption: Numerous shallow sinks wera observed on the Vest Ranch wiile looking
for Pothools Cave and Iost Cave. One was £illed with barbed wire buib veporiedly
Yeads into a cave passage, Cthers had nervow crevices at the bottom which might

peasibly lead tc caves, Lack of time provented full exploysiion of ths area.
Refs TSS filos

RUMCRED CAVES
ACHE CAVE Hardeman County
Cwagrs
Description: The extrancs to the cave Yis small, roquiring thet an adult crawl to
emhar. Cavesn then emlarges to provide etend-up rome &nd is & faveride spob
for bat huntera.® (James, 1963) Located south of Acwee

Eibliography: Sec reforeance # Te
Rofs TSS files

FOREST CHEERK CAVE King Coungy
Owns»: Bob Mastersong JT Ranch

Dezceription: The cave is located on a carnyon that draine into Forsst Cresk and
thence into the South Wichita Rivers

Bibliography: See reference # Te
Ref:r TSS files

CUN EARREYL CAVE Gobtle County

Cmmsz: T Ramch

Descepiption: This iz oz of several caves rsporied on the ranch, which is lceated
easht of Haclbexyy., The cave iz in a canyon which drains into the Eiddls TFark
of the Wichiba River.

Rinllographyy Ses reference # 7o
Rof: TS5 £ilea

LITTLE FOLES CAVE Randall County
Ommer: Palo Duro Siate Park

Descrdption: This cave is reporded To be ivhabited by bats. It is possikle
that 1% is an alternaie sname for one of the cawve® included in tho tody of

this reporb.
Ref: T5S files
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OYGORMAN CAVE Wheeler County
Ommees

Description: The cave is locsted east of higmay US 83 just befare it crosses
the North Fork of the Red River, Refaremce comes from the NSS filss which
kave a highway mp with a symbol denoting a commercial cave at this point and
the name O'Gorman Cave beside it. No commercial caves e lknam {from this
area, btut the cave could certainly exist.

Ref: NSS files

PATO DIRO CAVE Randall Couniy
Omsmer: Palo Duro State Park

Descrivhion: The cabtrance ie veptrted as being 10% high and 8' wide with a room
50% high and 50! wide just inside the ewbrance, A pardicn of the back wall
could be soen aboub 20' from the entrance. The enirance was appereantly opened
by recent rains, Fear of rattlespakes prevented fmiher investigation, This
repart comes from an waiderdified newspaper clipping, amd the location of the
ceve is nob kaowme Tt im, of course, possibly though noi likely that it is
ons of the caves alresdy included in this reporie

Ref: Bob Hudson

WISE CAVE King Couvity

Ommers

Description: Nothing is known of this cave except that its enirance is probably
Joeated along the South Wichita River,

Refs Donald W. Tiplds
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