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THAT ALL MAY BE ONE

By Bishop David J. Bonnar

Living in the Moment

Life will never be the same after 9/11

As a person and bishop, I strive every day to “live in the mo-
ment” While I always attempt to be grateful for yesterday and
hopeful for tomorrow,  know so well that all we have is today and
the moment before us. I am always grounded in the present every
time I pray the Lord’s Prayer, especially when I utter the words,
“Give us this day”

Nevertheless, as human beings, it seems that we live in a
perpetual tug-of-war between the memories of the past and the
dreams of the future. Sometimes, this battle can
be so intensely relentless, pushing and pulling us,

summers when, as a family, we spent time at our cottage in the
heart of an amusement park with a lake where we could freely
come and go and enjoy rides, games, water and food. It was like
living in heaven. We kids did not have a care in the world.

As we mark the 20th anniversary of the tragic events of 9/11 in
which we witnessed the loss of many lives, I am sure we all recall
where we were and what we were doing that day. That day will
live on in our minds forever. I don't think any of us will ever for-
get the faces covered with terror and ash, not to
mention the many precious faces that were never

that we can miss the moment.

For example, who among us has not dreamed
about the end of the pandemic and a return to
some sense of normalcy? What is more, who has
not been caught up in reminiscing about a time
that was so innocent, safe and joyful? It is human
nature to look back and look ahead, but never at
the expense of where we are. The key, of course, is to find a healthy
balance in this realm. Prayer can be so helpful in this regard.

In my own life, it is not uncommon from time to time to be-
come “nostalgic.” The dictionary defines “nostalgia” as “a senti-
mental longing or wistful affection for the past, typically for a pe-
riod or place with happy personal associations.” To be nostalgic
has also been described as “homesickness” or “returning home.”

Perhaps, my most profound nostalgic moments revert to my
childhood. My four siblings and I lived in a three-bedroom ranch
with a fenced-in backyard in a paradiselike neighborhood that
featured annual block parties and had many of us calling our
elder neighbors “aunt” and “uncle.” We were a family not just in
our home but in our neighborhood. In our fenced-in backyard,
we lived in our own happy world. It was a bubble of safety zone
free from all of the dangers and distractions of the world. Suffice
to say, it was an unprecedented time of happiness, safety and joy.

This special time, like none other, was extended during the
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A NEW VOICE
We are pleased to
have Jem Sullivan,

Ph.D., join The Priest
as our Art Reflection
columnist. See Page 9.

seen again. Nor will we soon forget the heroism of
so many who rushed to the scenes and did their
best to help those in need, even to the point of los-
ing their lives. And I venture to say that none of
us will ever forget what life was like before 9/11
and how different life is today. Even with the best
exercise in nostalgic thinking,  am sure you agree
that life as we lived it will never be the same again. We need only
to visit the airport or go to the stadium to see just how much life
has changed. Instead of just implicitly trusting in people’s good-
ness, we now have to always be wary of evil and bad people. I don't
know about you, but I sure do miss the free, easy and safe life be-
fore 9/11. Life is so different.

And yet, hopefully, given all of the loss, we can all say that life
is all the more precious. That tragic day cannot help but make
us more appreciative of life and how quickly it can end. What is
more, I think we are all the more grateful for the lives of our first
responders who every day show that they are willing to live in the
moment and lay down their lives for us.

Life is different, but hopefully we all are more grateful for the
moment and the day that God gives to us. TP

BISHOP DAVID ]. BONNAR, editor of The Priest, is bishop of the
Diocese of Youngstown. Sign up for his newsletter at thepriest.com.
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"Saint Jerome and the Angel,” Simon Vouet, 1625, National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.
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ART REFLECTION

By Jem Sullivan, Ph.D.

‘Saint Jerome and the Angel’
National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. (1625)

“Ignorance of the Scriptures is igno-
rance of Christ” These words, attribut-
ed to St. Jerome, direct our gaze to Jesus
Christ at the heart of Scripture. A master-
piece painting titled “Saint Jerome and the
Angel” from the National Gallery of Art,
Washington, D.C., offers a visual homily
on the saint who devoted his life’s work to
Christ, present and active in his word.

Completed around 1625 by the French
Baroque painter Simon Vouet (1590-1649),
this image highlights the

P

lectio divina. From the original Greek and
Hebrew texts, Jerome translated into Latin
the four Gospels, the Psalter and much of
the Old Testament.

From the original Hebrew and Greek
texts of the Septuagint, Jerome produced
the “Vulgate.”

Vouet seats the aging Jerome at a well-
used writing table with an open book and
scroll before him. His lean, muscular frame
points to his scholarly work as the fruit of

technique of chiaroscuro, the sharp con-
trast of light and shadow, envelopes this
graced moment when St. Jerome, pen in
hand, translates the Scriptures.

As he listens to the angel’'s prompting,
his body is bathed in heavenly light that
radiates on the angel’s pale blue wings and
revelatory trumpet.

St. Jerome's left hand and the angel’s
right hand frame the painting from right
to left, as if to enclose both figures in an

embrace of the Holy Spirit.

saint’s virtues celebrated at
the end of September on his
feast day framed by memori-
als to the archangels and the
guardian angels.

Born into a Christian fam-
ily around the year 347, St. Je-
rome lived a long, fruitful life
during the second half of the

Vouet bathes the canvas in warm,

ethereal light. Here, light evokes

the theological and spiritual

truth of divine inspiration.

Vouet’s masterpiece is a
visual invitation to feast on
God’s word, in imitation of St.
Jerome.

For, as the Catechism of
the Catholic Church teaches,
“such is the force and power
of the Word of God that it can
serve the Church as her sup-

fourth century and into the

early fifth century. He is be-

lieved to have died in Bethlehem about
420.

From a young age, Jerome was im-
mersed in literature and languages. Soon
after his baptism in 366, he placed his sig-
nificant literary talents at the service of
God’s word.

His life was an ascetic, prayerful con-
templation of God’s word in a continuous

asceticism. The bright red scarf indicates
his role as a trusted papal adviser. An ink-
well, hourglass and skull evoke long years
of prayerful dedication to God’s word.

But how may an artist convey the in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit? Vouet bathes
the canvas in warm, ethereal light. Here,
light evokes the theological and spiritual
truth of divine inspiration. The Baroque

port and vigor, and the chil-

dren of the Church as strength
for their faith, food for the soul, and a pure
and lasting font of the spiritual life” (No.
131). TP

JEM SULLIVAN, Ph.D., wife, mother and
author, is a professor of catechetics at The
Catholic University of America. She writes on
catechesis, the arts and the New Evangeliza-

tion.
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VOCATION

Why Consider a
Secular Institute?

This form of consecrated life can help diocesan
priests live more fully and faithfully

By Father Scott Jones

As a young man, I entered a religious
community of priests and brothers and
was ordained to the priesthood in 2004.
During the nearly 20 years that I was a reli-
gious, I was graced with many friendships
and a preparation for pastoral ministry
that I value to this day. As I approached
midlife, however, I discerned that God was
calling me to transition to the diocesan
priesthood for several personal reasons.

I received many confirmations that
this was the right decision, but once I was
incardinated into my archdiocese, I real-
ized that I didn't know how to be a dioc-
esan priest.

I had received no formation for it, and
my priestly identity was suspended in a
kind of limbo. I trusted that things would
resolve, but I had to place the specifics of
how into God’s hands.

Only two things were certain. First, I
knew that God had called me to the dioc-
esan priesthood. Of that, I had no doubt.
ButI also felt that I was called to somehow
continue my vowed consecrated life as a
diocesan priest.
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Father Scott Jones Courtesy photo

As soon as [ was incardinated into my
archdiocese I privately renewed my vows,
resolving to live the evangelical counsels
in my new state of life. But something was
still lacking.

These types of conflicted feelings are

understandable. At one time, diocesan
priesthood and consecrated life were mu-
tually exclusive vocations.

Traditionally, religious priests pro-
fessed vows of poverty, chastity and obe-
dience and lived a common life together,
whereas diocesan priests promised celiba-
cy and obedience to their bishop and lived
in a rectory, possibly with other priests.
They were separate vocations, albeit with
much in common.

What I found in my own vocational
journey was a challenge that many dioc-
esan priests face: While religious priests
by definition share a communal life and
founding spirituality, diocesan priests are
left to figure out on their own how to build
priestly fraternity and develop a spirituali-
ty that is unique to their vocation.

Intentional Community
Due to the structure of diocesan life,
this has always been a challenge, but in re-
cent decades it has become even more so.
Diocesan priests are now more likely
to find themselves living alone in a recto-
ry, and an ever-increasing workload lim-



its opportunities to gather. The Church
recognizes the importance of intentional
community and a strong spiritual life for
diocesan priests, so much so that it is writ-
ten into canon law.

Canon 278.2 explicitly states: “Secular
clerics are to hold in esteem especially
those associations which, having stat-
utes recognized by competent authority,
foster their holiness in the exercise of the
ministry through a suitable and properly
approved rule of life and through frater-
nal assistance which promote the unity of
clerics among themselves and with their
own bishop”

Various associations of secular priests
offer such opportunities, including Jesu
Caritas and other more informal groups.
Less known is a unique form of conse-
crated life specifically suited for diocesan
priests: secular institutes.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church
defines consecrated life as follows: “The
state of consecrated life is one way of ex-
periencing a ‘more intimate’ consecration,
rooted in Baptism and dedicated totally
to God. In the consecrated life, Christ’s
faithful, moved by the Holy Spirit, propose
to follow Christ more neatrly, to give them-
selves to God who is loved above all” (No.
916).

Evangelical Counsels

Consecrated life always involves a ca-
nonical juridic bond, normally in the form
of a vow, to live the evangelical counsels of
poverty, celibate chastity and obedience.

The Church has traditionally recog-
nized four forms of consecrated life: reli-
gious institutes, consecrated virgins, wid-
ows and hermits.

In 1947, Pope Pius XII added a fifth
form, that of secular institutes (discussed
in Canons 710-730 of the Code of Canon
Law). These institutes of consecrated life
permit celibate laymen, laywomen and
diocesan priests to profess the evangelical
counsels in vows that are recognized by
the Church.
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FROM POPE
FRANCIS

"Your 'staying within’
the world is not only a
sociological condition
but also a theologjical
reality which enables
you to remain
attentive, to see, to
listen, to sympathize
with, to rejoice with
and to intuit needs.”
— Message to
participants at the
Italian Conference of
Secular Institutes,
Oct. 23,2017
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Father Scott Jones holds a newly baptized member of his parish. Courtesy photo

Consecrated lay members live in their
own homes and do not use religious titles
or garb. They are free to work in secular
professions.

In the case of diocesan priests, they
continue to live and work in their dioceses
and wear the clothing of the local presby-
terate. (In fact, priests in secular institutes
in no way distinguish themselves from
their fellow diocesan priests and often re-
frain from revealing their membership ex-
cept for recruitment purposes.)

Regarding poverty, both the consecrat-
ed laity and diocesan priests continue to
own their own property while committing
to live simply. Obedience is vowed to the
institute’s basic rule of life, but this com-
mitment in no way conflicts with their pri-
mary obedience to their bishop (in fact, it
strengthens it).

The vow of chastity for both the priests

and laity includes a lifelong commitment
to celibacy for the sake of the kingdom of
God.

In short, members of secular institutes
are fully consecrated in the state of conse-
crated life while living an entirely “secular”
life as laity or diocesan priests.

The goal is to bring the leaven of the
Gospel to those places in secular society
that members of religious orders are nor-
mally unable to reach.

Benefits

One might ask, what is the benefit for a
diocesan priest to enter a secular institute
ifhe continues to live and function fully as
amember of the local presbyterate?

First and foremost, it is a supernatural
vocation from God — the priest simulta-
neously feels called to diocesan priest-
hood and consecrated life.
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SECULAR
INSTITUTES

Some of the secular
institutes for priests
include the Company
of St. Paul; Institute
of the Heart of Jesus;
Opus Spiritual Sancti;
Schoenstatt Fathers;
Voluntas Dei Institute.

In no way is it a quasi-religious order;
the sole focus in a secular institute is to
live the diocesan priesthood fully and
faithfully.

While the vows are the same as those
taken by religious, it is not in imitation of
them, for all members of the faithful, in-
cluding diocesan priests, are called to live
the evangelical counsels.

Secular institutes assist the diocesan
priest in living them specifically as dioce-
san clergy.

There are other aspects of secular in-
stitutes that are well-suited for the dioc-
esan priesthood. Chief among them are
these three: fraternity, spirituality and
ministry.

As I have found in my own transition
from religious to diocesan life, fraternity
is perhaps the greatest challenge diocesan
priests currently face in healthily living
their vocations.

Diocesan priests frequently live alone
and busy schedules prove to be obstacles
to fraternity. Secular institutes can help in
this area.

While members do not live the com-
mon life of religious, there is still a strong
emphasis on community outlined in the
rule of life. Such is the case in my commu-
nity, the Society of the Priests of the Heart
of Jesus (see sidebar).

Spirituality is an important aspect of
life in a secular institute. Each institute
is required to have its constitutions ap-
proved by Rome and must include a ba-
sic outline of a spiritual life (with plenty
of room for flexibility). In the case of the
Priests of the Heart of Jesus, in addition to
the daily Mass and Divine Office expected
of all priests, members commit to a daily
hour of personal prayer, normally before
the Blessed Sacrament. For me, this was
a practice I began only after I entered the

LANGUAGE, CULTURE AND CHURCH FOR INTERNATIONAL PRIESTS

Helping international priests to better understand and to be better
understood in their service to the American Catholic Church.

REGISTER TODAY
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Sr. Maria Armijo
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Iccip@conception.edu

SEMINARY COLLEGE
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The renewed emphasis on the Eucharist, through the recently
announced “Eucharistic Revival” from the USCCB, will encourage local events to
“start a fire” of Eucharistic devotion, with the foundation being local parishes.

A powerful way for parishes to affirm the Eucharist is through Corpus Christi
Eucharistic Processions on June 19, 2022—Father’s Day! Imagine the grace that
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the Real Presence. We would truly light the world on fire! ' articipated in the first
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institute, and I wasn't sure I

would be able to fulfill it in
the course of a busy schedule.
I will be eternally grateful for
the challenge to be faithful to
that hour of prayer; it has rad-
ically transformed how I live
my priesthood. It has led me
to encounter Jesus on a much
deeper level than in my early
years of priestly life.

Finally, ministry is a major
focus of clerical secular in-

Every diocesan priest must discern
for bimself what is the best means
whereby be can maintain good
fraternal relations, a strong prayer

life, fidelity to the evangelical

counsels and a vibrant ministry.

The normal pattern for estab-
lishing a local chapter of a sec-
ular institute is for one priest
(or a small group of priests)
within a diocese to contact the
institute and request admis-
sion.

Formation can be done
long-distance, and the advent
of Zoom and other means of
communication have opened
new opportunities for com-
munal gatherings. (My com-

stitutes. The ministry of each

member is always his normal diocesan as-
signment received from his bishop. The in-
stitute has no say in the matter and would
never try to interfere. What the institute
offers the diocesan priest is a means by
which he can renew his zeal for sacramen-
tal and pastoral ministry after the heart of
Jesus.

Priestly zeal is not unique to conse-
crated life; every priest in apostolic min-
istry has the same goal. Some diocesan
priests reach it through increased study
or programs of priestly renewal. Others at-
tain it through ongoing formation courses

offered by their diocese. Members of secu-
lar institutes get there by encouraging one
another and reflecting on how to more ef-
fectively live out their pastoral care for the
People of God. It is one more opportunity
the Church provides to ensure that priests
minister with holiness and integrity.

Challenges

A challenge I faced when discerning
to enter a secular institute is that of prox-
imity. Most dioceses do not currently have
local members living within their bound-
aries; such was the case in my archdiocese.

ABOUT THE SOCIETY OF THE
INSTITUTE OF THE HEART OF JESUS

The Institute of the Heart of Jesus was founded in France in 1791 by Father Pierre
Joseph de Cloriviére, a secularized Jesuit. (The Jesuits had been suppressed by the
pope in 1773 and all religious orders were banned in revolutionary France.) Father
Cloriviere founded the Priests of the Heart of Jesus specifically so that diocesan
priests could live the “state of perfection” in their dioceses. From the beginning,
he required that members gather monthly for a Review of Life and annually for a
communal retreat.

The Review of Life provides members with the opportunity to share their joys
and struggles in an atmosphere of trust and confidentiality. It also helps members
to hold one another accountable for spiritual and ministerial integrity. In my
institute, some members have walked with each other for over 40 years through
the deaths of parents, the transition between ministries and the diminishment of
health.

In no way has it proven to be a “clique” that separates them from other priests;
in fact, one of the areas of accountability is how members build fraternity with
the rest of the presbyterate. On a personal level, it has challenged me to extend
generosity to fellow priests in a way that I often neglected to do in religious life.
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munity has monthly online
meetings.)

In the case of a member who is iso-
lated in a geographic region, once he has
completed formation he can invite other
priests in his diocese to consider joining.
This is the normal process of development
for nearly every secular institute of priests
or laity, and the structure exists within
canon law for it to work well.

Discernment

Every diocesan priest must discern for
himself what is the best means whereby
he can maintain good fraternal relations,
a strong prayer life, fidelity to the evangel-
ical counsels and a vibrant ministry. None
of these are unique to secular institutes.

What I discovered on my own journey
was that the secular institute I entered
provided me with a lens through which my
vocation and identity as a diocesan priest
were brought into focus. Clerical secular
institutes go to the very heart of what it
means to be a diocesan priest: to live the
life of Jesus among his people, ministering
to them and witnessing through the evan-
gelical counsels that there is nothing to be
preferred to the love of Christ. TP

FATHER SCOTT JONES is a priest of the
Archdiocese of St. Louis and a member of the
Priests of the Heart of Jesus. To learn more
about his institute, go to www.uspcj.org. More
information on secular institutes is available

at www.secularinstitutes.org.



CHURCH HISTORY

The Lapsed Controversy
and Church Teaching

What can be learned from St. Cyprian, bishop and martyr

By D.D. Emmons

We often fail to appreciate how our
Catholic teachings have developed over
the centuries; the beliefs we take for
granted, issues long ago resolved, were in
many cases very complex and controver-
sial when they initially surfaced. Such was
the case in the third and fourth centuries,

=
economic crises, poor government poli-
cies and internal division, all contributed
to a weakened state. Decius concluded
that many people under Roman rule were
neglecting not only sincere worship of the
Roman gods but the divinity of the emper-

or. He believed this was contributing to
the empire’s widespread problems. Among

gods of the Romans. The great Tertullian
(155-220) of Carthage had written decades
before about this Roman blame game: “If
the Tiber rises to the city walls, if the Nile
does not rise to the fields, if the weather
continues without change, if there is an
earthquake, if famine, if pestilence, imme-
diately, ‘Christians to the lion! So many for

parts of which can only be de-
scribed as tumultuous times
to be a Christian.

These were eras when the
Roman inflicted
extreme persecutions on the
followers of Christ. The way
the fledgling Church and the
faithful responded to these
persecutions would have a
major impact on what we be-
lieve about the Church’s role in

emperors

the forgiveness of sins, about
reconciliation and baptism.

The way the fledgling Church
and the faithful responded to

these persecutions would have

a major impact on what we

believe about the Church’s role

in the forgiveness of sins, about

reconciliation and baptism.

one beast” (“Apology”).
Emperor Decius’ solution
was to mandate that every
person, under the threat of
persecution, make an oath, a
sacrifice, to the Roman pagan
gods and acknowledge the de-
ity of the emperor. In return,
they would be given a certifi-
cate, known as a libellus, indi-
cating that the individual had
made the sacrifice and thus
would avoid persecution. Any-
one who refused was subject

Roman Persecutions

Among the most notorious in his
methods was Emperor Decius (r. 249-51).
When Decius came to power in 249, cracks
were beginning to show in the fiber of the
Roman Empire: invasion by barbarians,

the scapegoats Decius sought, Christians
were easy targets. According to the em-
peror, even natural disasters were caused
by Christians who focused on one God
and refused to worship the many pagan

to being tortured and jailed
with the expectation that they
would be put to death.

Lapsed Christians
Indeed, hundreds of Christians were

imprisoned because they refused to com-
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ply with the edict, refusing to deny Jesus.
These pious individuals gave credence to
the words of Our Savior: “But whoever de-
nies me before others, I will deny before
my heavenly Father” (Mt 10:33). There
were other Christians in large numbers
who submitted to worship the pagan gods
as well as Caesar and, at least in public, re-
nounced their faith to avoid arrest, jail and
worse. Most Christians that acquiesced to
the Roman law did so by making an act of
sacrifice or worship before a pagan statue.
Some, instead of an act of worship, bribed
Roman officials and obtained the certifi-
cate, which indicated that the person had
complied with the Roman mandate.

Considered as traitors, they were
excommunicated by the Church even
though, in some instances, the sincerity of
their oath-taking and worship may have
been feigned. The Christians who chose
to deny Christ in the face of persecution
would become known as the lapsed, or
lapsi — that is, they allowed their faith to
lapse, fallen away.

Emperor Decius was killed during a
military campaign in 251, and the persecu-
tions soon ended. Numerous of the lapsed
now wanted to renew their relationship
with the Christian faith. This led to a di-
lemma in the Church: Could these people,
these lapsi, be accepted back? Could they
be forgiven for the grave sin of denying
Christ and, if so, under what conditions?

Bishop of Carthage

Cyprian (c. 210-58) converted to Chris-
tianity at age 46 and, after only two years
as a Christian, was elected as bishop of
Carthage where he reigned until his death.
As the Decian persecution began, Cyprian
hid in a cave and stayed in touch with his
flock through letters encouraging them
to maintain their faith and prayers. He
encouraged them that God would deliver
every Christian from the hands of his ene-
mies. Criticized for what some considered
a cowardly act, Cyprian believed he would
have been imprisoned by the Romans, as



were many bishops, and hence would not
have been able to serve the Christians
within his domain.

When the persecutions ended, he re-
sumed his role as bishop and disagreed
with the position that Novatian — a
self-proclaimed spokesman for the Church
who claimed to be bishop of Rome — and
others were advocating about the lapsi.
Cyprian instead supported the actions of
Cornelius, bishop of Rome, who claimed
the lapsed could return. The lapsed person
could rejoin the Church, but only with the
approval of his bishop, who would decide
about confession and level of penance. A
rift soon developed, with Cyprian and Cor-
nelius (r. 251-53) on one hand and Nova-
tian on the other.

Cyprian made no distinction between
the lapsi who had chosen to worship a
Roman god and those who bought a cer-
tificate. Writing that “God cannot be
mocked” (“The Lapsed”), he addressed
those who believed they had done less
wrong because they had obtained a cer-
tificate through bribery: “Nor let those
persons flatter themselves that they need
repent less, who, although they have not
polluted their hands with abominable sac-
rifices, yet have defiled their conscience
with certificates” (ibid). The lapsed might
be readmitted to the Church, but only un-
der the conditions as described by Cyprian
and Cornelius.

Complicating this issue were the
Christians that had been jailed for their
refusal to worship the pagan gods. Called
confessors, they wanted to assist their
lapsed brethren by providing letters or
certificates to the proper bishop pleading
that their time in jail, and their likely mar-
tyrdom, was being offered on behalf of one
of the lapsed Christians who was seeking
to return to the Church. Cyprian’s position
was that no matter the good intentions
of the confessors, the lapsed seeking a re-
turn to the Church had to be approved by
the bishop, which meant confession and
completion of, in most instances, an ar-
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CERTIFICATE OF
SACRIFICE

Called a libellus,

a certificate of
sacrifice was issued

to Christians who
adhered to the Roman
edict of Emperor
Decius and made a
sacrifice to the Roman
gods. Sacrifices

often consisted of
burning incense,
eating sacrificial meat
or pouring wine as

an offering before a
pagan statue or image
of the emperor.
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duous and lengthy penance. He wrote to
the confessors saying that the lapsed had
acted “contrary to the law of the Gospel,
contrary even to your respectful petition,
before penance has been done, before a
confession of the most grave and extremist
sin has been made, before a hand has been
imposed in penance by the bishop and the
clergy — to offer on their behalf and give
them the Eucharist; that is to profane the
holy Body and Blood of the Lord” (“Letter
to Certain Martyrs and Confessors”).

For all this, and indifference to the
Novatians preaching that only God could
forgive mortal sin, the lapsi controversy
established that there is no sin that the
Church cannot forgive.

One Baptism

During the debate about the lapsi, cer-
tain bishops followed Novatian away from
the Church in disagreement with the posi-
tion on reconciliation. These bishops not
only ordained individuals into the priest-

hood but baptized many converts. Later
some converts wanted to join the univer-
sal Church rather than remain outside the
fold. Cyprian claimed that the bishops who
separated from the Church were heretics
and, as such, no longer possessed the gifts
of the Holy Spirit; thus the individuals they
converted had to be baptized again before
being considered Christians. Cyprian said,
“How can he who lacks the Spirit confirm
the Spirit?” They could not consecrate the
baptismal water or the holy chrism, thus
could not baptize.

Cyprian’s disfavor of a baptism con-
ducted by a heretic follows that of St.
Tertullian, who had advocated that while
there was only one baptism, that baptism
had to be administered by the true Church.
This thinking did not distinguish between
what was lawful and what was valid; the
erroneous conclusion was that if it was un-
lawful, it could not be valid.

During three third-century councils in
Carthage, the African bishops unanimous-

BISHOPS ST. FABIAN, ST. CORNELIUS AND NOVATIAN

One of the first Christian martyrs under Decius’ edict was St. Fabian, the bishop
of Rome who reigned 236-50. After his martyrdom and because of the persecutions,
the selection of a new bishop was delayed for some 14 months. At that time,
the title “pope” was not limited to the bishop of Rome; all bishops were elected
locally and considered equal in stature with the exception that the Rome bishop
traditionally held the most prestigious position. It was later, during the time of St.
Gregory I the Great (r. 590-604), that the bishop of Rome took on the rule over the
universal Church and the title “pope” was applied to him alone.

St. Cornelius (r. 251-53) was eventually selected to succeed Fabian, but in the
months during which the Rome episcopacy was vacant, a bishop named Novatian
had become the self-proclaimed spokesman for the Church. Novatian expected
that he would be acclaimed as bishop of Rome, but instead Cornelius was elected.
Cornelius, who was later martyred, believed that after a reasonable time of
penance, the lapsed could once again join in holy Communion.

Novatian vigorously rejected this idea. He held that there were no circumstances
under which the lapsi, who had committed the grievous sin of apostasy, could
rejoin the Church; only God could forgive such mortal sin. Novatian claimed for
himself the bishop’s position in Rome, then broke from the Church and started his
own church. Some clergy sided with Novatian, especially in Gaul and Spain, and
he may have made a bigger impact except for a bishop in Africa named Thascius
Caecilius Cyprianus, whom we know as Cyprian.
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AFRICAN CHURCH
FATHER

Considered a Father
of the African Church
and highly favored
among the ancient
leaders, Cyprian is
often referred to as the
African pope. He was
a Christian for just 13
years, yet his thoughts
and works helped
shape the sacraments
and the teachings of
the Church. In those
years, besides being
prominent among the
African bishops and
debating the most
complex Church issues
of his or any era,

he wrote numerous
treatises and letters
covering a wide range
of subjects including:
reconciliation,
baptism, prayer,
almsgiving, morality,
role of a bishop,
heretics. Steadfast
and highly disciplined,
Cyprian is considered
the first great writer
among the early
Church Fathers.
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ly agreed with the position Cyprian held.
In Rome, the bishop at the time was St.
Stephen I (r. 254-57), and he had a signifi-
cantly differing opinion, an opposite view
about the efficaciousness of the heretical
baptisms. He said, “The minister of bap-
tism performs the act, but God gives the
grace” He went on to say that as long as
the person is baptized with the Trinity for-

mula, the baptism is valid.

Stephen decreed, “Let nothing be
changed, but let the ancient tradition be
maintained.” Simply, those baptized by
the heretical bishops, assuming the cor-
rect rite was used, could be received back
into the Church by the laying on of hands.
No one had to be re-baptized. To make his
point, he threatened excommunication



to any of the African bishops who taught
otherwise. This issue was widely debated,
but both Sts. Cyprian and Stephen would
die for their faith before the issue was re-
solved. Every valid baptism is, of course,
accepted by the Church as clarified at the
Council of Arles in 314 and at the Coun-
cil of Trent in the 16th century. The Arles
council specifically addressed and reject-
ed the African Church teaching on the
need to re-baptize.

Cyprian’s Martyrdom

When Valerianus was Roman emperor
(r. 253-60), he issued an edict that every
member of the Christian clergy should
make an oath to worship the Roman gods
or face being murdered. Cyprian refused
and, on Sept. 14, 258, was brought before a
Roman proconsul for sentencing. The Ro-
man official gave Cyprian the opportunity
to make an allegiance, an act of worship

to the Roman deity; Cyprian refused. The
proconsul ordered that the accused be be-
headed, “put to death by the sword.” Cypri-
an responded: “Thanks be to God”

“When the sentence was passed ...
Cyprian was led out into the plain of Sex-
tus, and there he took off his cloak and
knelt down and bowed himself in prayer
to God. And when he had taken off his
dalmatic and given it to his deacons, he
stood up in his linen under-garment and
waited for the executioner. When he had
come, Cyprian ordered his friends to give
him [the executioner] twenty-five pieces of
gold. Linen cloths and napkins were laid
down before Cyprian by the brethren, and
he bandaged his eyes with his own hands.
... So suffered blessed Cyprian” (“Butler’s
Lives of the Saints,” H Thurston, PJ. Kene-
dy and Sons, 1956). TP

D.D. EMMONS writes from Pennsylvania.
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CYPRIAN'S
WRITINGS IN TIME
OF PANDEMIC

In his book “On
Mortality,” Cyprian
beautifully describes
the rewards of heaven
to Carthage citizens,
urging them to assist
and show mercy

to others during a
deadly plague in late
250.
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PRAYER

‘Lord, Teach Us to Pray’

Retrieving the richness of the prayer that Jesus taught us

By Father Jeffrey Kirby, STD
The Lord’s Prayer, popularly called the
Our Father, was given to us by Jesus Christ
himself. In response to the petition of the
apostles, “Lord, teach us to pray” (Lk 11:1),
the Lord endowed his Church with his
short but powerful prayer. As such, it is the
oldest prayer of the Christian faith, and —
as odd as it might sound — it is oftentimes
one of the most neglected.
Since many of us learned

Lord’s Prayer.

The invitation given to us by God our
Father to accept and reciprocate his love
is fully developed in the prayer. Through-
out the tenets of this great prayer, which
follow the awe-inspiring salutation, the
tender care and affection of God for each
of us is on complete display. In this sys-
tematic way, we can see throughout the
prayer how deeply God loves us and wants

mandments and observes them is the one
who loves me. And whoever loves me will
be loved by my Father, and I will love him
and reveal myself to him” (Jn 14:18-21).

In this promise, the Christ — who con-
quers evil and dispels darkness — teaches
us that those who love him, and keep his
commands, will not be orphans. When
he accomplishes his saving work and de-
parts, those who obey him will be “in him”

and dwell with the Father. The

the Lords Prayer while we
were still learning to talk, it's
easy to have taken the prayer
for granted. Growing up in the
Faith, it’s a part of our spiritu-
al patrimony that has always
been with us. The idea that
somehow we don’t understand

It is the oldest prayer of the

Christian faith, and — as odd as

it may sound — it is oﬂentimes

one of the most neglected.

Lord also tells his followers
that he will send the Spirit to
guide them. The conditional
aspect of this promise cannot
be overlooked or taken for
granted.

The Lord indicated that
the divine family, and the

the prayer, or that we may
have overlooked its depths, is
almost insulting. And yet, as we make an
act of humility and look into the prayer, we
begin to see a structure and inner logic of
the prayer that we have perhaps missed,
forgotten or not fully appreciated.

As homilists and catechists look for
ways to help the faithful appreciate the
immense gifts given to us in Jesus Christ, it
might prove surprisingly helpful to return
to the spiritual bedrock of our faith and
to dissect and explore the richness of the
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to bless us.

Children of God, Not Orphans
Before his passion, death and resurrec-
tion, the Lord Jesus solemnly promised us:
“Iwill not leave you as orphans; I will come
to you. In a little while the world will no
longer see me, but you will see me, because
Ilive and you will live. On that day you will
realize that I am in my Father and you are
in me and I in you. Whoever has my com-

blessings that come with di-
vine fellowship, will be given
to those who love him and obey him. In
short, the graces will be given to those who
truly want them.

The evil one, who is also called the dev-
il (which means “accuser”) or Satan (which
means “adversary”), offers us an easier life.
The fellowship he offers has no blessing
but is consumed with egotism, power,
vanity, wealth and pleasure. It calls for no
obedience other than to one’s own whims
and fantasies. It's a glamorous offer, the
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spiritual equivalent of flashing lights, loud
music and egocentric celebrations. Rather
than love of God and neighbor, we are of-
fered a life of conceit and self-absorption.
Which of these ways of life do we want?
Are we willing to accept the fatherhood of
God and the abundance of his blessings?

Internal Structure

For those of us who have said “yes” to
the fatherhood of God, our task is to deep-
en our relationship with him and grow
in our love and trust of him. As a help to
us in this process, Jesus — Our Lord and
older brother in the family of God — has
entrusted his prayer to us.

The Lord’s Prayer contains a spiritual
portrait of Jesus’ entire life. Throughout
the prayer, he reveals to us how we are to
live as a son or daughter of God. Whenever
we pray it, therefore, we should always re-
member that we pray it through, with and
in Jesus.

In Jesus Christ, the prayer provides an
interior path for us to follow in our love of
God. The path described in the prayer pro-
vides us with seven tenets, or signposts,
along the way.

After the -earth-shaking salutation
“Our Father, the prayer moves into a
threefold declaration of praise and a four-
fold series of petitions.

The two portions of the prayer reflect
the two tablets of the Ten Command-
ments: the first pertains to our adoration
of God; the second pertains to what we
need from God and how we are to interact
with our neighbors.

The first portion of the Lords Prayer
consists of his glory: “thy name,” “thy king-
dom” and “thy will”

The second portion of the Lord’s
Prayer consists of our poverty: “give us”;
“forgive us’; “lead us”; “deliver us.”

As we can see, therefore, the Lord’s
Prayer teaches us what we should desire.
It guides us to recognize the process of se-
quence by which things should be desired.

Our Father

The Lord’s Prayer begins with a beau-
tiful salutation: “Our Father, who art in
heaven.” In using this greeting, the Lord
Jesus uses the plural pronoun our. In do-
ing this, he indicates that we are together
with him in God’s family. As the Lord is the
Son of God by nature, so we become sons
and daughters of God by grace. As adopt-
ed sons and daughters, we are also siblings
to the Lord Jesus and so heirs with him in
glory (cf. Rom 8:14-17).

Jesus’ declaration of God’s fatherhood
also shows us that the Eternal God lives
forever as Father. This is not a metaphor or
symbol. This is not a title that we invent-
ed, or that we impose upon him. In the in-
finitely perfect life of the Most Holy Trinity,
the First Person is — and has always been
— and will always be Father. The All-Pow-
erful One and the All-Compassionate One
has revealed himself to us as Father.

The power he holds is synonymous
with his paternity. He is Father just as he
is love. He has freely chosen to give us this
intimate disclosure of himself as Father
and so unveil himself to us as he truly is.
And so, it’s important for us to put first
things first and to acknowledge what has
always come first: God is Father. We are
not forcing him into any human standard
or social construct. By his own revelation,
God dwells forever as Father.

Who Art in Heaven

As we pray with Jesus and hail “Our
Father; we also announce that our Father
dwells in heaven. This declaration is both
an assertion of God’s sovereignty — he is
All-Holy — as well as of our belonging —
he calls us to be with him in heaven for-
ever.

Truly, God lives in the abode of glory,
far above us in majesty, but his home is
also our eternal home as he walks with us
and calls us to be with him. And so, when
we pray that God dwells in heaven, we are
reminding ourselves of our final end and of

our everlasting homeland.

As every family has a father, so every
family has a home. Our Father is the An-
cient of Days, the All-Holy One, and our
home is heaven. Heaven is the presence
of our Father, who dwells in majestic light,
eternal majesty and infinite glory. It is our
true homeland, and our Father “who art in
heaven” calls us to be with him. Our life on
earth is a time of blessing and preparation.
It is the path that can lead us to accept our
Father’s invitation and to dwell with him
in the everlasting joys of heaven.

Eternal Belonging

When we address our Father in heav-
en, the pronoun our indicates that we have
a place in God’s family and, therefore, we
have a place in his home. This means our
whole life has been arranged and designed
in such a way as to help us prepare well for
heaven. It means that whatever happens
to us in this world as we seek to love God,
we have an eternal homeland waiting for
us in heaven (cf. Rom 8:28-30).

Heaven, therefore, will be a place of
reconciliation and homecoming. If trav-
eled according to his law of love, then af-
ter our life’s journey, God will welcome us
home (cf. Jn 14:23). As such, in heaven we’ll
share in his glory and partake in his divine
nature. We will participate in the joy of
God’s Trinitarian life (cf. 2 Pt 1:4). St. John
the Apostle describes this union between
God and those in heaven: “They will be his
people and God himself will be with them
[as their God]” (Rv 21:3).

As we are fulfilled in heaven by sharing
in the communion of life and love within
the Holy Trinity, we will also see others
who have been perfected by God’s grace.
This means that we will also participate
in God’s union with Mary, the angels, our
canonized saints and all the holy ones in
heaven. This further means that we will be
reunited with all our loved ones who are in
heaven! And so, we will see and dwell for-
ever with beloved spouses, missed parents

The Lord's Prayer, from around 1876, is ornately illustrated with biblical scenes. Contributor: Chronicle/Alamy Stock Photo
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or children, esteemed family members,
and close friends who have been mourn-
ed and missed in this life. We will see them
again, rejoice with them and praise God
with them into eternity.

This is the reality and beauty of our
belonging to God in heaven. God our Fa-
ther calls us to be with him into eternity.
He invites us to prepare well in this life. As
we pray in the words that the Lord Jesus —
our older brother and the firstborn of all
creation — taught us, we must realize the
depth of what it means to declare that our
Father dwells in heaven. This assertion is
not only a declaration of his majesty, but
also a declaration of our call to be with him
in paradise forever. Do we zealously desire
to go to heaven? Will we follow God’s path
of love and allow his grace to make us fit to
be with him in heaven?

Hope and Boldness

As we step back and look up, we re-
alize that we are the children of God. We
see clearly that our Father dwells in heav-
en and that we are called to be with him.
This awareness compels us to give a new
direction to our lives. Our new identity as
the children of God and our new destiny
for heaven pose a challenge to our hearts.
We have to change. We need to reorient
ourselves.

As our new identity and destiny cry out
for fulfillment, we find a spiritual groaning
and drive within our souls: We want God

to be the true Father of our lives. We want
to be open and teachable sons and daugh-
ters. We hope in the reality of heaven. We
allow grace to work in us and transform
us. We conduct ourselves in ways that
could lead us into the joys of heaven. (cf. 2
Cor 5:2; Phil 3:20; Heb 13:14)

The acceptance of God as our Father,
and heaven as our home, fills us with great
hope and joy. They show us the frailty of
evil and darkness and give us filial bold-
ness, which is the fortitude of children
who know they are loved and protected,
to live holy lives and to fight for goodness,
whatever the cost.

When our Father is in our heart, and
heaven is in our sight, all things are pos-
sible (cf. Mt 19:26). We are willing to take
risks, to be daring and to labor for the
kingdom of our Father. In imitation of the
Lord Jesus, we are willing to give a con-
stant “yes” to all that he asks of us (cf. 2
Cor 1:20) and to surrender all that we are
to his glory.

Will we give this “yes” to God? Will we
live in the awareness of God as our Father
and heaven as our home? Will we boldly
live the meaning of the salutation con-
tained in the Lord’s Prayer? TP

FATHER JEFFREY KIRBY, STD, is the pastor
of Our Lady of Grace in Indian Land, South
Carolina. He is the author of the recent book
“Thy Kingdom Come: Living the Lord’s Prayer
in Everyday Life” (TAN Books, $16.95).

A RELATIONSHIP WITH THE FATHER

“Jesus does not give us a formula to repeat mechanically. As in every vocal
prayer, it is through the Word of God that the Holy Spirit teaches the children of
God to pray to their Father. Jesus not only gives us the words of our filial prayer; at
the same time he gives us the Spirit by whom these words become in us ‘spirit and
life Even more, the proof and possibility of our filial prayer is that the Father ‘sent
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!™ Since our prayer sets
forth our desires before God, it is again the Father, ‘he who searches the hearts of
men, who ‘knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
the saints according to the will of God. The prayer to Our Father is inserted into the
mysterious mission of the Son and of the Spirit”

— Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 2766



t,

T
O

September 2021

,,

Ll
P,
Z-
<
O
A .
=

r._
Q.
b

C

L = SEEFRZT
ﬁm%& o i e s
A

=0 N R

The 35th Annual

BUYER’S GUIDE

Your Yearly Guide For Parish Related Products and Services



mENs

#
1 Fo i

Heroic Holiness and fhe rcI of God |

¢ PRIEST AND BEGGAR: The Heroic Life of Venerable Aloysius Schwartz

Kevin Wells

In 1957, young Fr. Aloysius Schwartz asked to be sent to the saddest place in the world:

South Korea right after the Korean War. The new priest stepped off the train into a dys-

topian novel. Squatters with blank stares picking through hills of garbage. Paper-fleshed P R IEST

orphans lying on the streets like leftover war landmines. The scenes crushed him. AN
Within 15 years, he had changed the course of Korean history, founding or reforming H EG G A

orphanages, hospitals, hospices, clinics, schools, and the Sisters of Mary, a Korean 5,

order dedicated to the sickest and poorest. He himself lived in the same hard poverty as the

people he served. A powerful story of a heroic American priest who stared down corruption,

slander, persecution, and death for the sake of God’s poor. He died in 1992 and has already

been declared “Venerable”. PBP . .. Sewn Softcover, Illustrated, $17.95

EEYIN Wy LLA

“Fr. Schwartz lived a life of heroic charity! A truly riveting story that makes one want to be a 1.
better servant of Christ and others” —Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC, Author, Consecration to St. Joseph " ,"

SLIRVR RIS S0 ) w4 jegr
“Destined to become a spiritual classic, this book is a life-changing page turner. The heroism of "

Fr. Schwartz beckons us all to new heights of virtue, and floods light into our present darkness.”
— Kathleen Beckman, Author, A Family Guide to Spiritual Warfare

B WILERLE NTINIRRER SR ¢ THE WORD IS VERY NEAR YOU
THE Fr. Wilfrid Stinissen,O.C.D.

W O RD "My wish", writes Fr. Stinissen, "is to give some simple advice on how we can draw nearer to
God's Word and let it penetrate us in order that it will bear fruit in our lives."

15 VERY NEARYOU The acclaimed spiritual writer and Carmelite says that all Christian literature is an attempt
to explain what God has spoken to us in the Bible. God is active in his holy Word, and he
is also active in man's seeking and study, in his research and knowledge. But study cannot
replace the prayer that must accompany any reading of Scripture.

WVNYP. .. Sewn Softcover, $14.95

"Fr. Stinissen's writing is profound enough for theologians, yet accessible enough for anyone
seeking a deeper spiritual life." — Vinny Flynn, Author, 7 Secrets of the Eucharist

"Fr. Stinissen offers us the kind of deep wisdom we would expect from our own personal
spiritual director." — Fr. Gary Lauenstein, C.Ss.R., Author, The Heart of Holiness

¢ REKINDLE THE GIFT OF GOD

Fr. Roch Kereszty, O. Cist.

Drawing on 60 years of experience as a Catholic priest, Fr. Kereszty provides spiritual,
psychological, and pastoral guidance to priests, deacons and seminarians for preaching,
sacramental ministry and spiritual direction.

He has worked with countless priests struggling to understand their own role and identity
in the post-conciliar Church. He has also dealt with the confusion and discouragement from
the sexual abuse crisis. He uses the insights of St. Bernard, St. Therese, Popes St. John Paul II
and Benedict X VT to assist the next generations of priests.

RKGP . .. Sewn Softcover, $17.95

"There is no wasted space in this book! You will find spiritual direction, consolation,
apologetics, and Lectio Divina all rolled into one. I owe Father Kereszty a great debt.”
— Fr. Augustine Wetta, O.S.B., Author, Humility Rules

“An immensely useful book for priestly life. In appealing prose, it covers a wide range

of pertinent subjects related to the sacraments, doctrinal clarity, and personal spirituality.
— Fr. Donald Haggerty, Author, The Contemplative Hunger

@ gnatias press

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522 (800) 651-1531




Cover photo: Adobe Stock

CTORY OF LISTINGS

BEHAVIOR HEALTH AND
ADDICTION RESOURCES

Saint John Vianney Center ................. 33
Saint Luke Institute ..., 33
Servants of the Paraclete ................... 33
Shalom Center........ocooooiiiiiii, 33
CANDLES

Cathedral Candle Company............... 33
Dadant & Sons Candle Company...... 33
Root Candles......c.cocovoeeiiiiiiei 35

CHURCH BUILDERS, RESTORATION

AND STAINED GLASS

Conrad Schmitt Studios, Inc............... 35
Franck & Lohsen Architects, Inc......... 35
Lynchburg Stained Glass.........cc.......... 35
RUZO StONE ..o 35
Rohn & Associates Design, Inc............ 35

CHURCH SUPPLIESIFURNISHINGS
FC. Ziegler Co. Church Supply / Excelsis

Progressive Bronze...............c.......... 39
Lumen Mundi ..o 39
Shrine Design ..o 39
Waggoners, Inc - Church

Cushions & Kneelers .........ccccooc..... 39

EDUCATION
Credible Catholic’s Master

Teacher Program...........ccccocoeinn. 39
Divine Mercy University .........c.cccco..... 39

(LCCIP) Language, Culture and Church
for International Priests Program
Conception Seminary College ..... 45

EMPLOYMENT
Apostleship of the Sea of the

United States of America.............. 45
EVANGELIZATION
Agape Catholic Ministries.................... 45
Catholic Father's Day ...........ccccoovnenee. 45

OSV Institute for Catholic Innovation... 45

RENEW International ........c.cccccocoveeines 45
FORMATION
Christian Theological Seminary .......... 51

The Institute For Continuing Theological
Education At The Pontifical North

American College ..o, 51
Society of St. Sulpice,

Province of the U.S. ... 51
PARISH SERVICES
OSV Offertory Solutions....................... 51

PARISH VISITS

Unbound .....ocooooiiiiiiii 51
PRO-LIFE MINISTRY

US Conference of Catholic Bishops... 51
PUBLISHERS

Baker Academic ........cccocooveiiiiiii 55
Catholic Answers .......c.ccoooeiiiiien. 55
Catholic Faith Alive! Inc.....c.c.c.ocoo... 55
Family Theater Productions................. 55
GIA Publications, Inc....................... 55
lgnatius Press ... 55
Instant Publisher............c.ccoco 59
Scepter Publishers...........c.ccocoooo. 59
TRAVELIPILGRIMAGES

Regina Tours ....ocoooovveiiiiceeee 59
VESTMENTS

Gaspard, INC..cocoovviiiiiiiii 59
Murphy Robes........c.ccooviieiiiii 59
The Holy Rood Guild ..o 59

To advertise with Our Sunday Visitor call 800-348-2440, ext. 3, or email at adsales@osv.com



LEADING THE FUTURE OF CARE

Psychological and Spiritual Healing

Saint Luke Institute’s new intensive
outpatient treatment program
benefits our clients with:

Intensive group therapy that
complements individual therapy

A more natural transition back to
ministry life

Expert care at a lower cost (often
covered in part by insurance)

PROVIDING THE BEST IN
OUTPATIENT TREATMENT FOR
SPIRITUAL LEADERS

SAINT LUKE INSTITUTE

COMPASSIONATE CARE
reimagined
4

SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND
301-445-7970
SLI.ORG




Saint John Vianney Center
Saint John Vianney Center, in its 75th year serving
the Church, provides priest wellness services and
resources for a healthy mind, body, and spirit. This
includes holistic care in a residential community
setting for behavioral issues, addictions, and weight
management; assessments, evaluations, therapy
and counseling, and spiritual direction through
outpatient; consultations, mediations, interventions,
workshops, and podcasts. Visit sjvcenter.org.

151 Woodbine Road
Downingtown, PA 19335
Phone: (888)993-8885
Web: sjvcenter.org

© 0000000000000 00000000000 00 00

Shalom Center

Shalom Center is a residential renewal and
treatment center for Catholic clergy and religious
experiencing difficulties that impair ministry,
such as depression, anxiety, burnout, vocational
discernment, relationship difficulties, or addiction
issues. We offer personal sabbatical experiences and
retreat opportunities on our wooded setting north of
Bush Intercontinental Airport near Houston.

SHALOM CENTER

Ik Pemewdl and Fesatmenl Loniey
A o B i L e’ W s

13516 Morgan Drive
Splendora, Texas 77372
Phone: (281)399-0520
Fax: (281)399-3366
Email: info@shalomcenterinc.org
Web: www.shalomcenterinc.org

M ® 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 00O 0L OO0 OO0 L0000 00000000 0o
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Saint Luke Institute
Saint Luke Institute provides mental and spiritual
health care for seminarians, clergy, and consecrated
religious by conducting clinical evaluations, treating
mental illness or addiction, assessing the suitability
of candidates for religious and seminary formation,
and offering education to support healthy lifestyles
and ministry. We Understand. We Are Here
to Help.

SAIMT LUKE [NSTITUTE

COMPASSEOMNAT E CARE
PRI

Contact: Michelle Short
Phone: (301)422-5429
Web: SLILorg
Web: SLIconnect.org

© e 0000000000000 0000000000 0 00

Cathedral Candle Company
Family owned and operated for five generations,
Cathedral Candle Company has served Catholic

churches through the master craft and art of
candlemaking since 1897. Holding true to our
founder’s exacting standards of quality and design,
we're proud to continue supplying top-quality
candles and help light religious faith with the
living flame.

Cathed
CANMDLE COMPANY
Over A Confery or Devotlon
510 Kirkpatrick Street
Syracuse, NY 13208
Phone: (315)422-9119

Email: info@cathedralcandle.com
Web: www.cathedralcandle.com

© © 0 0 0 0 0 0000000000000 000000000000 000000000000 0000000000000
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Servants of the Paraclete
Responding to the spiritual and emotional needs
of priests and religious brothers, the Servants
of the Paraclete offer long-term residential care
and supervision for priests and brothers. Priests
helping Priests, the Servants of the Paraclete are
the only Catholic Religious Congregation to have
this singular ministry of assisting fellow priests and
brothers in dealing with personal and spiritual
challenges. Vianney Renewal Center is located in
Dittmer MO amid a tranquil, peaceful setting.

Servanes of
the Paraclere
Phone: (636)274-5226

Email: poncom@aol.com

Web: www.theservants.org
Contact: Fr. John Murphy sP Pontifical Commissary

© 0000000000000 00s v s

Dadant and Sons Candle Company
The Dadant Family has been in business for 158
years and 7 Generations: Beeswax Altar Candles,
Sanctuary Candles, Devotional Lights, Patron
Saint Candles, Baptismals, and Paschals. We buy
only pure domestic beeswax from local beekeepers
to ensure uniform color, smoothness, and burning.
Our special blend of 51% candles adds dignity and
beauty to the Mass.

Contact your local church goods dealer for further
information on all Dadant products.

Website: www.dadant.com/religious

o
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Encounter His words anew in the

land of His birth - ISRAEL

"H:'rpp_}r are those whe ﬁuﬂ' w_"ﬁ.!ge in you, whose
bearts are set on Ff{gﬂ'm roads, ™
-Psalm 84:6

Lead or join a Holy Land pilgrimage
and learn how you can TRAVEL FREF.

Other pi]grimugﬂ destinations for the Catholic

Faith include Fatima, Lourdes, Rome & more.

Call now to book your tour!

Visit us online at: woww. 1800CATHOLIC.com
Or Call Toll Free: 1-800-CATHOLIC

‘ 3
SHALOM CENTER

A Residential Renewal and Treatment Center
Jor Clergy and Men and Women Religious

Pret e S

e k
’Marni, relaxed and retreat-like setting,
our program is designed to renew a
person’s awareness of God’s gift of Shalom
and to help integrate the spiritual,
emotional, psychological and physical
dimensions of a person’s life.

We treat depression, anxiety; addictions,
boundary issues, burnout and more in
both English and Spanish.

0 281 399 0520 + F 281 399 3366
13516 Morgan Drive * Splendora, Tx 77372
P.O. Box 1148 - Splendora, Tx 77372-1148
info@shalomcenterinc.org
shalomcenterinc.org

OSV Provides Free Resource
For Suffering Families

| . A prenatal
diagnosis is
cause for deep
suffering and

JoursEY grief, whether
ix Love or not the
_____ A condition is
e expected to
eeRa be life-limiting.
How does a
family cope
Also available in il s

rint for $4.95 .
. heartbreaking

reality?

Journey in Love: A Catholic Mother's
Prayers after Prenatal Diagnosis is a
sensitive, supportive resource to turn
to, and return to, for help, hope, and
consolation.

Available as a free e-book
at OrderOSV.com.

Download, share, and pray
with families who need help.

OrderOSV.com
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Root Candles
With over 150 years of history, Root Candles
adorn churches and cathedrals across the country,
providing superior burning candles and clean
burning wax. We offer a full line of products that
will meet all of your church needs.

Conrad Schmitt Studios, Inc.

For 125 years, Conrad Schmitt Studios has provided
interior decoration, stained glass and other artwork
for worship spaces throughout the country. Our
experienced artists and craftsmen provide a variety
of services to meet all of your aesthetic needs.
Today, as in the past, CSS is dedicated to providing
beauty, quality and longevity in every endeavor.

Franck & Lohsen Architects, Inc.
Type of Business: Architectural design and Master
Planning for new construction, renovations and
additions of Churches and Religious facilities.
Design of liturgical elements and furnishings
including mosaics, altars, lighting fixtures, statuary,
custom vestments, interiors, etc. Our firm provides
services nationally and internationally from our
offices in Washington, D.C.

a

FRANCK & LOHSEN

BEaT 1863

ETLITHOE [ ARCHITECTS
AMERICAN MADE CANDLES i 2233 Wisconsin Ave NW, Suite 212,
Washington DC 20007
Phone: (202)223-9449
623 West Liberty St. Fax: (202)223-9484

2405 S. 162nd St.
New Berlin, WI 53151
Phone: (800)969-3033

Email: art@francklohsen.com; michael@
francklohsen.com
Web: francklohsen.com
Personnel: Michael Franck, AIA, NCARB
Arthur Lohsen, AIA, LEED AP, NCARB

Medina, OH 44256
Phone: (800)289-7668 ext 3226
Email: jturski@rootcandles.com

Web: www.rootcandles.com Fax: (262)786-9036
Contact: James Turski Web: www.conradschmitt.com

© © 0 0 0 0 00 0000000000000 0000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 00
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Lynchburg Stained Glass
Lynchburg Stained Glass is a family owned, full-
service studio specializing in custom designed
liturgical art glass, restoration, custom frames,
protective covering and installation. Initial
consultations are offered at no cost or obligation.
We have served religious communities nationally
and internationally for over 35 years. Please call
us or visit our website for design examples, project
references and helpful information.

ﬁ!ﬂ?{ﬁ{?‘ y

ETAINED GLASS ¢

Rohn & Associates Design, Inc.
We are founded on a firm commitment to the
promotion of the Churchs rich tradition of liturgical
art, space formation and architecture as an expres-
sion of her belief. We draw our recommendations
from experience, church and local diocesan guide-
lines, in line with the parish traditions and vision.
From Vision to Reality.

Rugo Stone
Rugo Stone expertly restores, designs, and installs
exquisite and long-lasting liturgical pieces. We
design and fabricate liturgical installations in-
house, with our team of experts in marble, wood,
and mosaic design and fabrication experts for
statues, altars, shrines, and flooring. Plus, Rugo’s
accomplished restoration team cares for liturgical
creations that inspire for decades to come.

RUGO

S T O N E

& Associates Dhesign, Ine.

1113 Creedmore Avenue
Pittsburgh, Pa 15226
Contact: Rolf R. Rohn

Phone: (412)551-7144 Cell
(412) 561-1228 Office
Email: rrohn@rohndesign.com
Website: www.rohndesign.com

P O. Box 4453
Lynchburg, Virginia 24502
Phone: (800)237-6161
Fax: (434)525-6168
Email: info@lynchburgstainedglass.com
Web: www.lynchburgstainedglass.com

7953 Angleton Ct, Lorton, VA 22079
Phone: (571)642-2672
Email: info@rugostone.com
Website: www.rugostone.com

© © 0 0 0 0 000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000000000 0000000000000
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AMERICAN MADE CANDLES

With over 150 years of history—

Root Candles adorn churches

and cathedrals across the
country, providing superior

. .‘J’-""H -y burning candles and clean
! ‘ h burning wax. We offer a full
line of products that will meet

all of your church needs.

* Paschal & Advent Candles

* Bend-resistant Altar Candles

» Devotional Candles & Votives

e Sacrament Candles

* Vigil Lights (glass & plastic) <:>
* Refinishing / Replating Services <:>

¢ Draft-Proof Burners <:>
e Altar Bread <:> <:>
OO

* Sacramental Wine
* Promotional Votive Light Stands <:>

* Palms/Ashes <:> <:>
* Vestments <:><:><:><:><:>
e Luminaries <:> <:>

¢ Incense

: @
. gilailsrsc/%;lax Cleaners 083

e Stain Remover
* Candle Dispenser Machines <:>
* Candle Accessories <:>
» Oil Candles
* Memorial & Sanctuary Candle Lights
» Candlesticks
* Processional Crosses
e Communion Ware
* Monstrances
e Tabernacles
1 e Censers
= * Bells

1\ J * Missal Stands
i Lo * Clergy Accessories
* Church Fixtures

| “
\ i j
Lh ’

JAMES TURSKI * Advent Wreaths
Responsible for Dealers, Distributors, e Altar & Mass Linens
and House Accounts Nationwide e Banners
Phone: 800-289-7668 x3226 ¢ jturski@rootcandles.com * Books

* Collection Baskets
800-BUY-ROOT | RootCandlesChurch.com * Statues
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ReEngage
RENEW!

The pandemic has changed how
parishioners engage with your parish. What's
your strategic plan for their return? If you
have the will, Parish Catalyst has a way.

Our Learning Communities have ignited
renewal in parishes across the country.
Learning, collaboration, discernment

and planning will empower leaders to
transform every aspect of parish life and turn
parishioners into disciples.

Set up a call to learn more today!

Learn more at
parishcatalyst.org

Parish Catalyst is a program of RENEW International
EExEw | 1232 George Street, Plainfield, NJ 07062
888-433-3221 www.renewintl.org

credible

Credible Catholic's "“
Master Teacher Program

T
Designed for teachers, catechists,

and adult learners.

Learn more at CredibleCatholic.com!




Explore the Gospels in This
Deluxe Hardcover Set from the Acclaimed
CATHOLIC COMMENTARY ON SACRED SCRIPTURE

THE CATHOLIC COMMENTARY ON
SACRED SCRIPTURE series has been
widely acclaimed by leading Catholic
scholars and popular Bible teachers.

This deluxe boxed set includes special
hardcover editions of the four Gospel

volumes. Limited quantities are available.

PERFECT FOR:

o Gifts for priests, religious educators,
seminarians, and any loved one who

has a passion for Scripture

e Parish and personal libraries

9781540963789 + 1,536 pp. * $124.99c

Complete
New Testament Set
Also Available

9781540962225 « 5,342 pp. * $424.95p
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F.C. Ziegler Co. Church Supply /
Excelsis Progressive Bronze
Products Offered: Church supplies & religious gifts
including Excelsis Progressive Bronze metalware
line, made in the USA.

Services Offered: Metalware & statue refinishing,
bronze & brass metalware manufacturing, custom
liturgical design & installation, OneServ delivery
service and more - visit our website!

Lumen Mundi
The Lumen Mundi wholesale brand is a

Shrine Design
PLEASE SEE OUR TWO PAGE AD ON PAGES
48, 49. Celebrating 30 years as the leader in “Fire
- Safe” candle stands and memorial shrines. We
design and build with detail, to meet your exact
needs. We have offices nationwide to provide
courteous and timely sales, service and support.
Our references are unequalled.

commitment to excellence. Our products stand out
due to quality and attention to detail. Creativity
and custom work set us apart, as we consistently
introduce innovative designs into the Catholic
marketplace. We can assist with your fundraising/
appeal needs with custom items created for your
church, shrine or basilica.

FC. ZIEGLER CO.

FLRLTHL TOVECH WOREHIP AL

S
S

SHRINE DESIGN

lll!r'i'! m|||} Lumen Mundi

{ Tradition of Excellewnce CANDLES + MEMORIALS
762A South Military Trail
2111E. 11th St. Deerfield Beach, FL 33442
Tulsa, OK 74104 Phone: (888)844-0215 Offices Nationwide

Phone: (800)331-4117
Web: www.zieglers.com
Email: sales@zieglers.com

© 0000000000000 00000000000 0000

Fax: (888)330-4501 Phone: (877)642-7474
E-Mail: info@lumenmundi.com Email: info@shrinedesign.com
Web: www.lumenmundi.com Web: www.shrinedesign.com
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Waggoners, Inc - Church Cushions
& Kneelers
Products/Services Offered: We offer a full range
of church seating and kneeling cushions. We also
re-upholster pew seats as well as kneeler pads across
the US and Canada.

Company Statement: Waggoners is a family-owned
business with over 50 years of experience in the
church cushioning field.

Free Information/Catalogs: Call us at (800)396-
7555 or www.pewcushions.com

Credible Catholic's Master
Teacher Program
Be the credible source in your classroom by joining
Credible Catholic’s Master Teacher Program.
Designed by Fr. Robert Spitzer, S.J., Ph.D., our
curriculum equips teachers, parents, and adult
learners with resources to blend contemporary,
science-based apologetics into their online, in-
person, and at-home classrooms. Learn more
at CredibleCatholic.com!

Divine Mercy University
Spiritual Direction Certificate Program
The Spiritual Direction Certificate program
is designed to provide knowledge, skills, and
supervision for future spiritual directors. It seeks
to respond to the ongoing need for the followers of
Jesus Christ to assist one another on their path of
becoming more faithful disciples of the Lord.
Learn more:
divinemercy.edu/SPIRIT

Waggooners, Inc.

P hl_:IHEIll.'I.I IHIHHL_'ILUM
PEW CUSHIONS ible (@ CERTIFICATE
credible
Hutchinson, KS 67504

Phone: (800)396-7555
Fax: (620)662-0610
Email: sales@pewcushions.com
Web: www.pewcushions.com
Contact: Paul Waggoner, General Manager

Email: Susan@magiscenter.com
Contact: Customer Service Manager
Phone: (949)271-2727 ext. 4
Website: CredibleCatholic.com

Contact: Christopher Garofalo
Email: cgarofalo@divinemercy.edu
Phone: (703)574-1114
Website: divinemercy.edu/SPIRIT
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Reclaim Authentic priesthood

fatherhood T 3
masculinity “ ‘
0 PRIESTLY
157 (¢

Use code: FATHERS FATHERHOQOD

Call us for bulk order pricing:
212.354.0670
ScepterPublishers.org

| | Scepter

FEAMCK & LOHSEN

BLESSED STANLEY ROTHER SHRINE ~ ARCHDIDCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY
UNDER CONSTRUCTION - EXPECTED COMPLETION JULY 2022

RE ) 23 S-GREl | FEARCK LIS N AN
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' STAINED GLASS ©

FREE COMNSULTATION
CusSTOM LEADED STAINED GLASS

ENERGY EFFICIENT ALUMINUM FRAMES
FOR STAINED GLASS

STAINED GLASSE
RESTORATION & PROTECTION
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St Maximilian Kolb
= Catholic Enm.;ﬁﬂrli
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WWW.LYNCHBURGSTAINEDGLASS.COM
VOICE: 800-237-6161 + FaAX:434-525-6168
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Cross Catholic Outreach Makes Addressing
Food Cirisis in Nicaragua a Ministry Priority

Hunger is clearly on the increase in
the developing countries of the world
— in some cases as a direct result of the
COVID-19 pandemic — and Catholic
leaders are working diligently to provide
the hardest hit communities with relief.

For one of the larger Catholic
ministries involved in this effort,
addressing the hardships faced by the
poor in Nicaragua has become a special
priority [see story on opposite page],
and American Catholics are being
encouraged to join their cause.

“As a ministry, we are always striving

to make poor families self-sufficient, but

there are always times — particularly

after a natural disaster or a crisis like this

— when help with food is necessary,”
explained Jim Cavnar, president of
Cross Catholic Outreach, one of the
key ministries involved in overseas
outreaches. “At times like these, parents
face incredible stresses, not knowing
how they will provide their children
with the next meal.”

The reason Cross Catholic Outreach
chose to focus on Nicaragua is clear
to anyone familiar with the country’s
level of poverty. Sandwiched between
Honduras and Costa Rica, Nicaragua
has one of the highest levels of income
inequality in the world and the third
lowest per capita income in the Western
Hemisphere. Its families are plagued by
high unemployment and a low literacy
rate, so most struggle to survive on next
to nothing.

“The men and women living in the
remotest parts of Nicaragua typically
scrape together a living by working as
field hands — the only job available for
someone with little education and no
skills training. Basic services provided
by the government, such as health care,
are often located too far away for people
to use. Children rarely attend school
because their parents can’t afford the
supplies, uniforms and registration fees
needed to attend ‘free’ public school,”
Cavnar said. “As we investigated the
situation in remote areas of the country,
we learned that families often didn’t
have enough food to last a full week,
so their children would routinely skip
meals. The COVID-19 pandemic only
made things worse. It was clear to us

Tragically, children are often at the greatest risk of malnutrition during a food crisis. For that
reason, Cross Catholic Outreach makes serving them a priority.

these communities were in desperate
need of a God-sized solution to their
hunger problem, so we stepped in to help
local Church leaders provide food and
hope to these struggling families.”

Fortunately, Cross Catholic Outreach
excels at addressing problems like this,
and its methods are both empowering
and cost-effective. Wherever possible,
the ministry works through existing
parishes or Catholic missions to solve
problems, which means an existing
infrastructure can be used for distribution
and most of a supportive donor’s
contribution can be used to obtain food,
medicines and the other tangible items
the poor need.

“While in-country ministries are well
positioned to help the poor, they are
usually operating with a very limited
budget, so they must rely on us for
food, medicines and other important
resources,” Cavnar explained. “We
communicate a mission’s needs to
American Catholics and use the
donations of those friends to obtain and
ship what the in-country ministries have
requested. It’s an incredibly effective
program because it supplies a mission
with the specific items it needs to

supercharge its work. It is especially
important to feeding programs.”

Cavnar added that supporting feeding
programs is critical because hunger can
easily lead to malnutrition, and extreme
cases can do serious physiological harm,
producing lasting physical and mental
damage — even death in some cases.

“As Americans, it’s hard for us to
imagine a child suffering from stunted
growth or permanent mental damage for
lack of food, but that can and does happen
in developing countries because the
poverty is that extreme,” he said. “That is
why we consider providing food to at-risk
children our highest priority.”

Readers interested in supporting
Cross Catholic Outreach food programs
and other outreaches to the poor
can contribute through the ministry
brochure inserted in this issue or send
tax-deductible gifts to: Cross Catholic
Outreach, Dept. AC01858, PO Box
97168, Washington DC 20090-7168. The
ministry has a special need for partners
willing to make gifts on a monthly basis.
Use the inserted brochure to become a
Mission Partner or write Monthly Mission
Partner on mailed checks to be contacted
about setting up those arrangements.



PAID ADVERTISEMENT

American Catholics Finding Ways to Address Severe Hunger
in Remote, Impoverished Communities Within Nicaragua

From the comfort of the Pan-American
Highway, you might drive right past an
area of extreme poverty and not realize
it because much of Nicaragua’s most
destitute communities are “hidden”
by their remoteness. Like Christ, who
ventured into the poorest and least
desirable communities in Judea, you need
to venture off the main byways, going
where the terrain is rougher and the way is
more challenging.

The drive will take you down one of
the highway’s branching dirt paths, but
before long, you will begin to see signs
of the poverty you’ve come to address.

During the dry season, you could
easily mistake the small farming villages
you’ll pass for the kind of town old films
portrayed during the Dust Bowl years
in America’s past. Unfortunately, this
is a poverty that has yet to end — and
one that will likely continue from this
generation to the next.

Even during the rainy periods, the
poverty of these desperate communities
endures. At those times of the year, dusty
children are replaced by boys and girls
with muddy feet and faces, but their
hardships are the same. In either season,
they live in crude shacks, struggle to
find safe water, become ill for lack of
proper medical care and rarely have an
opportunity to attend a quality school.

More than all of this, they face an
alarming daily hardship — there is never
enough to eat.

Nicaragua is one of the poorest
countries in Latin America, and its
subsistence farmers typically struggle
to feed their families. Many children
are underfed — some dangerously
malnourished — leading to stunting,
lethargy, a weakened immune system
and a general failure to thrive.

When children reach school age,
this lack of food can mean skipping
breakfast, arriving for class on an
empty stomach, and then — after
hours of studying math and grammar
— having nothing for lunch either. It
isn’t surprising that these children often
struggle to concentrate in school and
often fall behind.

Worse still, they are sometimes pulled
out of school altogether to help support
their struggling families. Caught in this

cycle of trading future opportunities for
daily meals, these children see no way
out.

Fortunately, the Church is aware of
the hardships rural Nicaraguan families
are facing, and local leaders are stepping
forward to provide solutions with the
help of American Catholics.

“American Catholics can play an
important role in the Church’s efforts to
end hunger and provide the poor with
greater opportunities. Local leaders
are eager to help families in their area,
but they lack the resources to get the
job done. It’s the contributions of these
generous and compassionate people
that empower them by supplying them
with resources like food and medicines.
Without the generosity of American
Catholics, their outreaches would not
be nearly as successful,” explained Jim
Cavnar, president of Cross Catholic
Outreach, an official Catholic ministry
known for its support of Church-run
missions in developing countries. One of
Cross Catholic Outreach’s key missions
is to educate U.S. Catholics about the
ways they can support the Church’s work
overseas by funding specific projects and
contributing to programs delivering food
to areas in need.

“In my 20-plus years of work with
Cross Catholic Outreach, I’ve found
that faithful Catholics are eager to
help the poor in the developing world,
particularly when they can contribute to
something specific and see the impact of
their generosity,” Cavnar said. “Through
our current work in Nicaragua, for
example, they can fund food shipments
that will have a direct and meaningful
impact on thousands of lives. They can
address severe hunger among the poor

Supported by Catholic donors in the
United States, missions in Nicaragua are
able to address extreme hunger in their
communities and provide relief to the poor.
Cross Catholic Outreach has become a
major partner in equipping and resourcing
these ministries.

and help restore hope in communities
that have felt isolated and forgotten in
their hour of need.”

Feeding programs like this one are
also popular because so much can be
accomplished with each donated dollar.

“Our methods and expertise in
shipping can turn a $75 donation into
500 meals for families in need,” Cavnar
said. “That’s an incredible ‘bang for
the buck,’ as the saying goes. Our hope
is that American Catholics will see the
enormous potential of this outreach and
will be eager to get involved. The more
support we get for this feeding program,
the more children we can serve.”

How to Help

To fund Cross Catholic Outreach’s effort to help the poor
worldwide, use the postage-paid brochure inserted in this
newspaper or mail your gift to Cross Catholic Outreach,
Dept. AC01773, PO Box 97168, Washington DC 20090-7168.
The brochure also includes instructions on becoming a Mission
Partner and making a regular monthly donation to this cause.
If you identify an aid project, 100% of the donation will be restricted to be used for

that specific project. However, if more is raised for the project than needed, funds
will be redirected to other urgent needs in the ministry.




Sacred spaces require exceptional expertise that exceed conventional design skills.
We are a group of trusted liturgical designers, artists and artisans
with 50+ years’ experience guiding church leaders and communities
to create inspiring liturgically correct environments.

We are founded on a firm commitment to the promotion of the Churchs rich tradition of liturgical art,
space formation and architecture as an expression of her belief. We draw our recommendations f
rom experience, church and local diocesan guidelines, in line with the parish traditions and vision.

Fiolliora s

Lgm www.rohndesign.com ¢ (412) 561-1228




(LCCIP) Language, Culture and
Church for International
Priests Program
Conception Seminary College’s LCCIP Program
provides opportunities for international priests
to better understand and to be better understood
in their service to the American Catholic Church.
The four-week program covers accent reduction,
American English language development,
sacramental ministry, and many other aspects of
American priestly life.

CONCEPTION
Living the Beneavcting Tradition
SEMIMNARY COLLEGE

Conception Seminary College
37174 State Highway V'V PO Box 502
Conception, MO 64433
Phone: (660)944-3105 or 2818
Fax: (660)944-2829
Email: Iccip@conception.edu
Web: www.conception.edu/csc/programs/lccipr
Contact: Sr. Maria Armijo
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Catholic Father’s Day
The purpose of the Catholic Father’s Day™
movement is to inspire Catholic men to their great
and noble call as Catholic fathers by holding annual
Eucharistic Processions in June each year. These
family-friendly events call the faithful together to
pray for and honor fathers.

QATHOLIEr
FATHER'S DAY

Website: catholicfathersday.com
Email: info@catholicfathersday.com
Contact: Pat Ciriacks
Phone: (262)893-5193
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Apostleship of the Sea of the
United States of America
AOS-USA is the professional association of
Catholic Maritime Ministers, Cruise Ship Priests,
Mariners and all who support the ministry to the
People of the Sea. AOS-USA operates the Cruise
Ship Priest Program for the pastoral care of cruise
ship passengers and crew, ensuring priests in good
standing onboard.

1500 Jefferson Drive
Port Arthur, TX 77642-0646
Phone: (409)985-4545
Fax: (409)985-5945
Web: www.aos-usa.org
Contact: Doreen M. Badeaux, Secretary General
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OSV Institute for
Catholic Innovation

OSV Institute for Catholic Innovation, a dynamic
extension of OSV, inspires and encourages
innovative and impactful programs and activities
focused on creating an ecosystem for Catholic
innovation by forging new paths for people to
encounter the truth and beauty of the
Catholic Church.

&) nsTiTuTE

200 Noll Plaza
Huntington, IN 46750
Web: osvinstitute.com
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Agape Catholic Ministries
Agape Catholic Ministries equips families to live
a Christ-centered life through ONLINE Catholic

one-on-one mentoring.

CatholicMarriagePrep.com
CatholicBaptismPrep.com
CatholicQuincePrep.com

We have been offering online personal mentoring by
certified instructors since 2004.
Available in English, Spanish, and French.
For free brochures and information
www.catholicmarriageprep.com/signup

AGAPE

e CatholicMlinistries

Email: info@AgapeCatholicMinistries.com
Phone: (800)208-1364
Web: www.catholicmarriageprep.com
www.agapecatholicministries.com
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RENEW International
RENEW International, the leader in parish

renewal and evangelization, offers services and

resources that support the Church’s call to the

New Evangelization. Our experienced staff is

ready to help develop your parish leaders and
form parishioners as disciples through training,

consultation, and innovative small-group and

leader resources. Contact us today!

-

1232 George Street
Plainfield, NJ 07062
Phone: (888)433-3221
Fax: (908)769-5660
Web: www.renewintl.org
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Inspire worship

Rugo Stone expertly restores, designs, and installs exquisite and
long-lasting liturgical pieces. We design and fabricate liturgical
installations in-house, with our team of experts in marble, wood,
and mosaic design and fabrication experts for statues, altars,
shrines, and flooring. Plus, Rugo’s accomplished restoration team

cares for liturgical creations that inspire for decades to come. RU G O

7953 Angleton Ct, Lorton, VA 22079 (571) 642-2672 info@rugostone.com S T O N E

Publishing your book has never been so easy and affordable.
Instantpublisher can help you print a church history, sermons,
prayer journal or any type of boo.

Instantpublisher has helped 1000’s of pastors with their books.
InstantPublisher can help every step of the way

Live customer support.

Bookstore quality books and professional printing.
Fast Turnaround in as few as 3 days!

10 Binding styles including hardback & paperback.
No set-up fees for camera ready files.

Mailing and warehousing services.

Custom design and layout services.

Custom Church bulletin printing

5 j | have used InstantPublisher for six of my ten books and have found them
to be fast, friendly, and fun to work with. | think they produce good quality
books with nice cover designs, and yet they still keep the price cheaper than
most publishers in America. | recommend them to everyone who wants to
publish a book. If you want to see your book in print this month, and
produced the way you want it, you can’t beat Instant Publisher. ) )

Call or email and use Code OSV921 for 10% Free Books on First Order!
questions@instantpublisher.com < 1-800-259-2592




@ Catholic Answers.

WELCOME BACK
YOUR PARISHIONERS!

As we get back to living our faith sucife

as the Body of Christ in our parish . .
) ° . T, -1, g

communities, renew the laity with ~ <0 .

our Parish Book program. =
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It's time to put away the small, safe version

of Jesus, says Cy Kellett (host, Catholic
Answers Live). Nobody that bland could have
transformed the world as he did. In A Teacher
of Strange Things, Cy presents Jesus Christ
with all his radical words and deeds undiluted
by sentiment or familiarity.

TOPICS INCLUDE:

. Who Jesus Was: What did he claim to be? Why did he
captivate his followers and foes alike? '

Al
THINGS

$16.95 Paperback

u Why people still follow him: How does Jesus fitina $5 in bulk
modern world moving away from God? (Case of 20)

= ‘ B \What Jesus taught: Did he really say he’s the only way?
m Cy takes you on a jouney of discovery through these topics
and many more. '

-.- o
PARISH BULK BOOKS S

Ly

ETT

WHY WE'RE WETWE THE BIBLE IS A 20 ANSWERS:
CATHOLIC CATH ﬂﬁ CATHOLIC BOOK E.IE-LE THE EUCHARIST
“A very useful tool: i “My hope is [this] will ignite CATHOLIC “Only 31 percent of US
clear, practical, simply T among the faithful a greater ! 3 Catholics say they believe
organized, very d love and appreciation for the ELCI*GI-'Z that ‘during Catholic
readable and rich in Bible as a primal source of Mass, the bread and wine
content.” T T spiritual nourishment and a actually become the
—Charles J. Chaput, ESEnT . sure guide for our daily life.” — body and blood of Jesus.”
O.F.M. Cap., Archbishop Most Rev. Thomas J. Olmsted, —Source: Pew Research
of Philadelphia Bishop of Phoenix Report, Feb. 2019

Just $3 in bulk J(ust $3 in bulk Just $1 in bulk

(Case of 20) : Case of 20) T Words of (Case of 100)

1i% Wi Eternal Life

= : a
L i SN -
J(ust $5 in bulk J(ust $1in bulk As low as $0.60
Case of 20) Case of 100) each in bulk
R = _——

Parent Resource — Also in Spanish

CALL FOR 40% DISCOUNT
@ 800.890.0461 < sales@catholic.com



SHRINE DESIGN

World’s Finest Candle Stands

Realistic ¢« Clean ¢ Beautiful ¢ Practical « Profitable

Say Goodbye Forever To:

Soot, smoke, and fire hazards

Ordering, storing and recycling candles
Large annual candle expenditures
Older, ugly electric “flicker bulb” racks
All maintenance worries and operational
hassles

Shrines without the sacramental aid of
candles

Devotional areas that distract from the
overall appearance of the church

Buy Direct And Save!

Memorial Shrines

100% Financing « No Interest « No Capital Needed « No Gimmicks

Offices Nationwide

Toll Free (877)642-7474
www.WorldsFinestCandleStands.com




SHRINE DESIGN

World’s Finest Candle Stands
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e ELECTRONICALLY converted REAL wax candles give
the pleasing “aura” of burning votives.

* Custom made, hand crafted SOLID WOOD cabinetry
that is stained to compliment your shrine areas.
Marble is also available.

* LOW VOLTAGE (5 volt) long-life electronics provide for
maintenance free operation with NO SHOCK HAZARD.

e CANDLE TIMERS are individually set and are available
from 1 hour to 7 days.

e Candles are available in almost all sizes and colors

e Secure, hidden, SOLID STEEL SAFES are incorporated
into the cabinet.

e Most installations pay for themselves in less than
one year.

“Traditional Realism ~ Modern Practicality”

i i I-Jrl
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We Guarantee:

| __Li

Increased Revenue ¢ Absolute Safety ¢ Zero Maintenance *+ Unmatched Quality ¢« Unmatched Value

Offices Nationwide

Toll Free (877)642-7474
www.WorldsFinestCandleStands.com




We Journey with You

From formation, during active ministry, pre-retirement, and retirement

Ministry comes with hopes and dreams but also difficulties, stressors, and
challenges. We understand there are times help is needed. If you or a fellow
brother is experiencing any of these struggles, contact us:

* Behavioral and emotional problems * Weight management
e An addiction or compulsive behaviors ¢ Challenged spiritual wellness
e Co-occurring disorders

We provide: * Holistic care and treatment

» Information, support, and resources of mind, body, and spirit

» Educational and spiritual workshops; in a safe, structured, and
convocations, clergy study days, newly ordained supervised community

» Mediation between leadership and clergy; setting which can
clergy and staff transform lives for

* Assessments and evaluations for the seminary, return to effective .

incardination, ministry difficulties, issues of aging and appropriate

* Therapy and counseling; spiritual direction ministry

. We are available 24/7.
Serving the Church for 75 years - 1946 - 2021 How may we help you?

888.993.8885 | sjvcenterorg | K s 4

Lumen Mundi is your wholesale
source for quality, Italian Made products
and custom items that stand out in the
markétﬁface for our craftsmanship and
Creativity.

., | Lumen Mundi
- I A Tradition of Excellence...
B www.lumenmundi.com

. Phone888-844-0215
50% Off Mold:Fee on custom orders of $500 or.more! Promo Code: PR2021




Christian Theological Seminary
The Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal Programs at
Christian Theological Seminary allow pastors to
step away from the obligations of daily parish life
and into a period of renewal and reflection. This
time permits intentional exploration and reflection,
drinking from Godss life-giving waters, regaining
enthusiasm and creativity for ministry.

r ‘ CHRISTIAN THEOLDGICAL
% # SEMINARY

1000 West 42nd Street
Indianapolis, IN 46208
Phone: (317)931-4225
Email: clergyrenewal@cts.edu
Web: www.cpx.cts.edu
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OSV Offertory Solutions
From offering envelopes to Increased Offertory
Programs, Parish Capital Campaigns, and Diocesan
Appeals, OSV helps parishes and dioceses keep
financially fit and raise mission-critical funds. OSV
consulting services help strengthen parishes, while
Online Giving, OSV Church Manager, and websites
are products that help parishes and dioceses meet
parishioners where they are.

200 Noll Plaza

Huntington, IN 46750
Phone: (800)348-2886
Web: www.osv.com
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The Institute For Continuing
Theological Education At The
Pontifical North American College
The Institute for Continuing Theological Education
(ICTE). Continuing Formation exclusively for
priests (diocesan and religious) in the autumn and
spring. Three one-month programs offered in the
autumn, as sabbatical or continuing education.
Participants may enroll in 1, 2 or all 3. The spring
program offers 12 weeks of theological updating.

Phone: (+39) 06-684-934-000
Fax: (+39) 06-687-1529
Email: romeshabat@pnac.org
Web: www.pnac.org
Contact: Fr. Edward Linton, O.S.B
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Unbound

Unbound is an international development

organization founded by lay Catholics and
grounded in the Gospel call to put the needs of
the marginalized and vulnerable first. We build
relationships of mutual respect and support that

bridge cultural, religious and economic divides. We
invite all people of goodwill to join us.

®
K\
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unBounbD

One Elmwood Ave
Kansas City, KS 66103
Phone: (800)466-7672
Email: parishcontact@unbound.org
Web: www.parishvisit.org
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Society of St. Sulpice,
Province of the U.S.

Since 1641, The Society of the Priests of St. Sulpice
has been dedicated to its singular mission of
assisting bishops by providing seminary education
and ongoing formation of fellow diocesan priests.
We seek Roman Catholic diocesan priests who sense
a vocation to priestly formation and have had at
least two years of parish experience to join
our apostolate.

! ¥

Socicty of St Sulpice
Province of the United Stutes
Sulpician Provincial House
5408 Roland Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21210-1988
Phone: (410)323-5070 o Fax: (410)433-6524
Email: discernment@sulpicians.org
Web: www.sulpicians.org
Contact: Fr. Daniel Moore, PS.S., Director of
Discernment & Admissions
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project rachel

US Conference of Catholic Bishops
Project Rachel Ministry is a diocesan-based
network of priests, religious, counselors, and

laypersons who provide a team response of care for

those suffering after abortion. The ministry offers
referrals to Sacramental Reconciliation and pastoral
counseling, support groups, retreats, and referrals
to therapists. For more info, contact your diocesan
Project Rachel director.
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National Office Contact: Mary McClusky
Phone: (202)541-3070
Email: mmeclusky@usccb.org
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ONTIFICAL

The Institute for Continuing Theological Education
invites priests to continuing formation in Rome.

Spring Session 2022: January 17 - April 11,2022 - Cost: $14,500 USD
Optional Trip to the Holy Land: March 3 - March 11, 2022

FALL 2022 DATES:

MODULE 1:

Theology of the Passion

(Trip to Oberammergau)

Monday, September 5 — Friday, September 30
Cost: $6,500

MODULE 2:

Preaching the Passion

Monday, October 3 — Friday, October 21
Cost: $4,500

MODULE 3:

Art of the Passion

(Trip to Venice)

Monday, October 24 — Friday, November 18
Cost: $6,500

IT’S NOT FALL 2021 DATES:
MODULE 2: MODULE 3:
TOO LATE Discernment and Preaching the Word Discernment in Art
October 4 — October 22 ¢ Cost: $4,500 October 25 — November 19 e Cost: $6,500

Contact: romeshabat@pnac.org



Ancient Order of

Founded in 1836 with membership in all 50 states,
the Ancient Order of Hibernians is the largest Irish Organization in the United
States, and the oldest and largest Irish-Catholic Organization in the United States.

We are the AOH

Men of Faith, Men of Charity, Men of Irish
American Culture and History.

We support vocations through seminarian
and religious scholarships.

We support a Free and United Ireland.

We support Peace and Justice in the
North of Ireland.

We perpetuate the bonds between Ireland
and the diaspora.

We support a fair and equitable
immigration system.

Working together with the Ladies Ancient
. . . Order of Hibernians in America, we are
We are the Ancient Order of Hibernians  supporting Vocations and Freedom For all

Ireland initiations in the North of Ireland.

We Promote Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity;

We aid and advance by all legitimate means the aspirations and
endeavors of the Irish people for a complete and absolute
independence, promoting peace and unity for all Ireland;

We foster the ideas and perpetuate the history and traditions of the
Irish People;
We Promote Irish Culture;
We encourage civic participation;

We encourage an equitable U.S. immigration law for Ireland, and

cooperate with groups for a fair American Immigration Policy;

We accept and support, without prejudice, the concept of Free

expression of religious practice for the people of the world;
We protect and defend all life, born and unborn.

WWW.AOH.COM/JOIN

IRELAND UNFREE SHALL NEVER BE AT PEACE




WAGGONERS, INC.

Pew & Kneeler Upholstery

—— -

s

- Celebrating 50 Years in Business
+ 15 Year Warranty
+ Work Completed Between Sundays

+ Experienced Crews do the Job Right

When it comes to pew or kneeler
upholstery work, our crews have

the experience that you need to
make your church look great! And
Waggoners will make you look good!

Call Us Today!

800-396-7555 * www.PewCushions.com

MINISTRIES

Building Christ-centered families, one family at a time"

ONLINE
CATHOLIC ONE-ON-ONE
MENTORING

CatholicMarriagePrep.com
CatholicBaptismPrep.com
CatholicQuincePrep.com
Online personal mentoring by certified
instructors since 2004. N
Available in English, Spanish, and French. |

www.catholicmarriageprep.com/signup
Toll free: 1-800-208-1364 |
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Catholic Answers
INSTRUCT THE IGNORANT! Only 31% of
Catholics believe in the Real Presence- 2019 Pew
Report. Catholic Answers is here to help! Get this
64-page Q & A booklet for only $1 each for your
teachers, catechists, and parishioners! Call 800-
890-0461 for parish pricing and more
parish resources.

&

2020 Gillespie Way
El Cajon, CA 92020
Phone: (800)890-0461
Email: sales@catholic.com
Web: www.catholic.com
Contact: Peggy Stenbeck, Parish Partners -
Sales Manager
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GIA Publications, Inc.
Products/Services Offered: Printed Music, CDs,
Books, Hymnals, Music Education Resources,
Videos, DVDs, Music Collections, & More!
Terms of Sale: net 30 days
From Gregorian chant to music for contemporary
choirs, GIA is committed to providing you with
high-quality sacred music resources plus a wealth of
music education resources with the most advanced
research and pedagogy in the field today!
More Information and Website:
www.giamusic.com

Catholic Faith Alive! Inc.

Father Thomas Morrow graduated from St. Charles
Seminary in Philadelphia and was ordained in
1982 for the Archdiocese of Washington (DC). He
has a Doctorate in Sacred Theology (STD) from the
Pope John Paul II Institute. He has written several
books and booklets (Stations of the Cross, and on
the Rosary).

Baker Academic
The Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture has
been widely acclaimed by leading Catholic scholars
and teachers. This deluxe set includes special
hardcover editions of the four Gospels. Limited
quantities available. Perfect for priests, religious
educators, seminarians, anyone who loves Scripture,
as well as parish and personal libraries.
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B BakerAcademic

on OW &

Rev. Thomas G. Morrow
1590 Kimblewick Road
Rockville, MD 20854
Web: www.cfalive.com
Email: morrowt@adw.org

Website:
CatholicCommentaryonSacredScripture.com
Contact: Mason Slater, Academic Sales Manager
Email: MSlater@BakerAcademic.com
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FRIEST
BEGGAR

Family Theater Productions
The true story of a poor Irish immigrant who sets
sail for America in 1928 with dreams of becoming
a millionaire. Stricken with tuberculosis and
miraculously healed through prayer, he spends his
life, with the help of the most iconic celebrities of
Hollywood, championing the message worldwide,
“The family that prays together stays together.”

Ignatius Press
Products Offered: Religion Series: Faith and Life
Series, Books: Ignatius Pew Missal, Adoremus
Hymnal, Ceremonies of the Modern Roman
Rite, Writings of Pope Benedict XV, etc.; Online
Magazines: Catholic World Report, Homiletic &
Pastoral Review; Films: The Footprints of God,
Lives of Saints, Teaching Documentaries. Company
Statement: Publish books and films on spirituality,
theology, social and moral issues that reflect the
authentic teachings of the Church.

@ ignatidus press

PO. Box 1339 Fort Collins, CO 80522
Toll Free: (800)651-1531
Phone: (970)493-3793 » Fax: (800)278-3566

World Library Publications, a division of GIA
Publications, Inc.

To license the film for parish screenings:
License@praythefilm.com
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Christina Pineda 7404 S. Mason Avenue, Chicago, IL 60638 Email: Eva@ignatius.com
(323)874-6633 ext. 209 Phone: (800)GIA-1358 Web: www.ignatius.com
To buy the film: Email: custserv@giamusic.com Contact: Anthony J. Ryan or Eva Muntean
PrayTheFilm.com Web: www.giamusic.com Marketing Dept.



WORLDWIDE SEMINARIAN SUPPORT

§wpp ot us So that we can Ea//blb ot them!

ince 1993, Worldwide Seminarian Support (WSS)
has supported the needs of men discerning for the
priesthood in America, Africa & India.
With the help of people like YOU, WSS has enabled 62
Priestly Vocations, two of whom have become Bishops.

By donating to Worldwide Seminarian Support, you
empower young men on fire with the Holy Spirit to
fulfill their vocation, preach the Gospel, deliver
thousands of Sacraments, and save souls!

In most cases, WSS dispenses 100% of the money that
you donate to seminarian tuition in impoverished
dioceses around the world. (Customarily, the Directors
cover overhead expenses.)

Some benefactors have also wished to support special
projects like clean water wells, building seminaries and
schools and clinics.

In special projects we help Bishops who must not only
battle poverty and hunger, but who's priests are at risk
from criminals and terrorists like Boko Haram.

But it’s a two-way street. 19 experienced ALCP priests
have come to the USA as missionaries to assist in
keeping our parishes open. With our efforts more
seminarians becoming Priests will serve our Holy
Church! Benefactors are remembered in daily Mass
dozens of times around the world.

What do you say? Want to give us a hand? Thank you.

Worldwide
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CHAMGE THE WORLD OME PRIEST AT A TISAE

WWW.SEMINARIANSUPPORT.ORG
260.415.3458 — JOHN BECKER, PRESIDENT



LOOK YOUR BEST
FOR 25% LESS

Save 25% when mentioning code PRIEST2021
Offer available until 12/31/2021.

Our liturgical apparel is carefully created in the tradition of the Church to
symbolize the function of your ministry and contribute to the beauty of the rite.
Proudly manufactured in the USA with a 30-day guarantee of satisfaction.

s.com /7 800.552.3228
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#  SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
(@) CERTIFICATE
o N T WWW.SDC-DIVINEMERCY.ORG
)o you ﬁnd joy in helping
others grow closer to Christ?

" Experience a strong professional
~ spiritual director identity, with our
Spiritual Direction Certificate

+ Integral Theological Content

..I.. Interpersonal Skills

Supervision to offer a deep and
transformative learning experien
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For more information: m.sd:-diuinnmuri:y.ur_y"l TEL: 703.574.1114
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Instant Publisher
Publish your book or Church materials for as little
as $100 for 25 copies or $1.00 each for 100 copies in
as few as 5 days! Print any type of book. Hundreds
of options including 10 binding styles and color
print. Marketing material printing and mailing
services. Live customer service.

Phone: (800)259-2592
Email: questions@instantpublisher.com
Web: www.instantpublisher.com
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Gaspard, Inc.

For over 60 years, Gaspard has provided
handcrafted vestments and paraments to the church
and clergy. Each piece is MADE TO ORDER,
MADE TO LAST, MADE IN AMERICA and
backed by the Gaspard Promise. Known for quality,
value and top-notch customer service, we invite you
to experience the Gaspard difference.

GASPARD

HANINBEAFTED WYESTAMENTS AN PARAMINTS
d LADE I's THE USA &

200 N. Janacek Road
Brookfield, WI 53045
Toll-free: (800)784-6868
Fax: (800)784-7567
Email: mail@gaspardinc.com
Web: www.gaspardinc.com

Scepter Publishers
What does true fatherhood consist of? Amidst the
crisis of fatherhood today, it is imperative, more
than ever, that all men—especially priests—be
images of the unfalteringly generous fatherhood of
God. Fr. Jacques presents the spiritual path which
allows a priest to strive to live out his
priestly fatherhood.

I I Scepter

Direct line: (212)354-0670
Customer service: (800)322-8773
Website: scepterpublishers.org
Contact: Michael Merimee - Marketing
Email: michael@scepterpublishers.org
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Murphy Robes

Murphy Robes has offered unsurpassed products

and service for over a century. Our Qwick-Ship®
line offers an unbelievable selection of products for

choirs, clergy, and the church - ready to ship next
business day. We also offer an extensive selection of

custom-made clergy and choral attire, and
church supplies.
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ROBES

A Division of Herlf Jones
A Varily ACHIEVEMENT Brand

1000 N. Market Street

Champaign, IL 61820

Phone: (800)552-3228
Web: www.murphyrobes.com
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Regina Tours
Products Offered: Scheduled Pilgrimages
for individuals to: World Youth Day 2023,
Oberammergau, Fatima, Lourdes, Spain, Rome,
Assisi, Florence, Holy Land, Greece, Turkey,
Guadalupe, and Medjugorje. We also offer group
Pilgrimage tours to: Canada, Central Europe,
California Mission, Poland and customize
Pilgrimages to suit the needs of the church for
anniversaries, beatifications and canonizations.

Phone: 1-800-CATHOLIC
Email: regina@groupist.com
Website: www.regina-tours.com
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The Holy Rood Guild
For over 60 years The Holy Rood Guild has
been known for the quality and fine tailoring of

liturgical vestments. Our work is an expression of
our Cistercian monastic life of prayer and praise.

Simplicity of design, quality of materials and

excellence in craftsmanship have always been

our hallmark.

Saint Joseph's Abbey
167 North Spencer Road
Spencer, MA 01562
Phone: (866)383-7292
Fax: (508)885-8758
Email: customerservice@holyroodguild.com
Web: www.holyroodguild.com
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EXPERIENCE A CHURCH
MANAGEMENT SOLUTION
BUILT BY PARISHES

Start today and receive special
introductory pricing.

Our integrated church management software solution
was built with thousands of hours of customer interviews.
The feedback from our early adopters has been great and
current customers are already enjoying the benefits of our
new software solution in making their parishioner records
clean and their jobs easier.

o All of your data in one place

o Ease staff burden

 Integrate directly with envelopes and Online Giving
e Communicate with your parish community

e Access from any device

e NEW RELIGIOUS ED MODULE

Contact us today for a free demo or consultation!

Learn more at osv.com

or call 800.348.2886 ext. 3000
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BEST PRACTICES: LEADERSHIP

By Jim Lundholm-Eades

When Money Is Missing

What should the pastor do?

What follows is a true story, told to me by the pastor himself.

After three months at an unnamed parish, the pastor has
asked his parish finance council to provide an overview of the fi-
nancial state of the parish.

The chair of the Parish Finance Council (PFC), who has been
on the finance council for 35 years, tells the pastor that there is no
debt, the bills get paid on time and through great financial disci-
pline the parish has about $3 million in a savings account at the
local bank. The pastor is puzzled because the roof of the church
leaks, the plumbing in the school has failed three times during
his short time in the parish, and he has gotten late notices on a
mortgage held by another bank.

He asks the chair of the PFC to help him understand all this.
He is told that the finance council is saving the $3 million for a
rainy day and that he, as a pastor, cannot have access to it.

Meanwhile, three wealthy parishioners are telling the pas-
tor that they want the money that was donated for a new school
building 20 years ago returned to them because it was never built,
a total of about $3 million.

The pastor looks again at the parish books. He cannot find the
$3 million mentioned anywhere in a current parish bank state-
ment or the balance sheet.

What should the pastor do?

Among the multitude of issues involved in this scenario, there
are very practical questions and issues of parish culture and prac-
tice that grab attention.

In terms of practical issues, a question is: Where is the $3
million that he cannot find? Most commonly, finding a large sum
of money is more complex than just looking at bank statements.
Most pastors would need help in a case like this. He needs either
the expertise of the diocese or expertise recommended by the di-
ocese. But he needs expertise from outside the parish.

The second practical matter is that he does not have a good

answer to his original question: He asked for an overview of the
financial state of the parish. When there is a possibility that finan-
cial records are compromised an external audit or review is need-
ed. A clean set of comprehensive financial reports is a necessary
tool for every newly appointed pastor.

The third practical matter is to use that overview to answer
key financial questions:

«  Can the parish meet its ordinary financial obligations

(utilities, salaries, etc.) for the next 12 months?

«  What are longer-term financial obligations of the parish
(external debt, program funding, diocesan assessments,
etc.), and can the parish pay them?

+ Is there a current-year budget and how does that com-
pare with the actual income and expenditure in that bud-
get period?

In terms of parish culture and practice, there is something
awry with the finance council. Fundamentally, it is a matter of
who governs the parish. The Church has an unequivocal answer
to that. It matters, however, how the new pastor goes about mak-
ing corrections. Before he does anything else, the pastor needs to
listen.

This stance allows him to approach correction with a pastor’s
heart. There is so much to correct here that the temptation is to
go into fix-it mode and forget the ultimate good that he is obliged
to do with this parish community: to bring the people to Christ. It
means the pastor will use the principles of synodality. He will seek
collaboration. He will lead far more than coerce. He will respect
the parish narrative of the past while trying to influence it for the
future. TP

JIM LUNDHOLM-EADES is a consultant for Leadership Roundtable,

a Washington-based organization that promotes best practices in the
management, finances and human resources development of the Cath-
olic Church in the United States.
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PRIESTALK

By Father Ronald Patrick Raab, CSC

Carrying Life's Burdens

Nothing is too heavy when we allow God to carry our frets

Many years ago, I visited the Holy Land. Early one morning in
Jerusalem, I viewed from a small garden the bustling marketplace
nearby. I noticed from the garden an elderly gentleman carrying
a washing machine on his back, walking uphill. The washer was
tied with a rope to the thin man who had bony legs and wrinkled
skin. I sat on abench and watched him carry his heavy load home.

This image reveals for me Christ carrying his cross. The man
carrying this burden still haunts me. I have prayed with this im-
age my entire priesthood. When I feel overwhelmed, I seek him
in prayer to help me carry loss and anger. When I know I can't
control the outcomes of others’ burdens, I ask for his intercession.
When I experience life’s unfairness and needless cargoes of heart-
ache or grief, I pray to see this man’s face again. This image gives
me consolation when I face the heaviness of life and vocation.

On Sept. 14, the Church celebrates the feast of the Exaltation
of the Holy Cross. This feast, much like Good Friday, invites us to
reflect on our burdens. The cross becomes our place of victory,
no matter how heavy. Our inner burdens are redeemed in the res-
urrection of Christ Jesus. We lift high our burdens before the cock
crows in our personal prayer and in the light of morning Eucha-
rist with those who long for healing.

The Holy Cross reminds me that nothing is too heavy when I
allow God to carry my past frets and even my illusions. I am not
alone when I listen and walk with him. Faith in the dying and ris-
ing of Christ is a lifelong journey. Our shoulders will be lighter,
we will not stumble or fall when at last we rest our lives in Jesus.

I realize we all carry afflictions we should not have to carry.
The secrets of our lives, the long-term regrets, our histories of
shame, the carelessness of sins are all burdens that pile up within
us. As priests, we all face moments of darkness, our loneliness,
our lack of intimacy. My body tightens on days when I still don’t
think I am good enough or holy enough.

We all experience many days or even years where these bur-
dens become our only identities.

There are encumbrances we carry on our shoulders that
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need redemption. I can’t speak for us all. I feel the tightness in
my shoulders when I am confronted with financial concerns be-
yond my expertise. I feel burdened when even more requirements
and expectations are put on my shoulders from the chancery. The
false expectations of parishioners pile up on me. The gossip, the
excuses people make for leaving the parish, the abuses from my
brother priests, the lack of leadership in our world all remind us
that we need the freedom of Jesus Christ.

Sometimes we deal with the heavy burdens on our backs by
turning inward. We may fuel the fires of addiction to alcohol, food
or pornography when we feel crushed in life. When we do not feel
appreciated or when people treat our priesthoods as a commod-
ity, we so often fall. We may even lash out at those we love when
fear burns our inner lives.

The beauty of this feast is that all burdens are redeemed.
We are not alone. The Holy Cross teaches me to walk with peo-
ple who carry such unbelievably heavy loads. I listen to a veter-
an recall accidentally shooting a civilian in wartime. I listen to a
mother bearing a sick child over her shoulder. I listen to parents
who lost careers because of the pandemic. They cannot shoulder
their responsibilities. My ear is sharper and my heart kinder when
I celebrate the wood of the cross even in September. The purpose
of my priesthood is to give hope to those who carry unexpected
burdens.

As I reflect on the man carrying a washing machine on his
thin body, I remember his determined face. I don't know why he
carried the machine. It was obvious to me that he had spent his
life carrying many items on his back. I long to find serenity in
helping others face the burdens they bear. All I know is that Jesus
redeems the weight on our shoulders. TP

FATHER RONALD PATRICK RAAB, CSC, serves as pastor of Sacred
Heart Parish, Colorado Springs, Colorado, Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Chapel in Manitou Springs, Colorado, and Holy Rosary Chapel in Cas-

cade, Colorado.



YOUR FEEDBACK

9/11: What pastoral lessons did
you learn in leading people?

¢ On 9/11, I was only three years ordained and a new pastor. Amid the shock, it did

not occur to me that our community needed to pray and to support each other
that evening, I blew it, out of inexperience, but with the conviction that when something
wildly unexpected happened again, I would be ready! So when the churches here shut
down with COVID restrictions last year, we immediately sat down and began plotting
out all the ways we could make the parish as available as possible. A missed opportunity

can become an asset the next time! 2?

— Father Gary L. Zerr, Keizer, Oregon

“Listen! Listen! Listen! People’s grief, people’s confusion,
people’s questions; listening leads to the healing and the com-
fort that comes in the face of the unimaginable. Sometimes, the
conversations are individual. Other times, they are demonstra-
tive of a necessary group dynamic for healing and hope! Listen!
Simply listen! Just listen. The Holy Spirit will be known in the

“Thave learned to be more patient with people. Everyone re-
acted to the pandemic differently, with different levels of adap-
tation to the situation. It was important to take everyone where
they were at and to deal with them accordingly. I also learned to
appreciate the internet as a means of evangelization.

— Father Joseph A. Escobar

listening”’

— Father Michael Lynch, Richmond Hill, New York

Providence, Rhode Island

¢¢ () /11 was a time of profound national grief, raising more faith

concerns for people than any cogent explanations I could of-
fer folks. This tragic time led me to ‘stand with’ the People of God
as one among them who searched for answers. 9/11 prompted
raw healthy conversations about the existence of God, theodicy,
ponerology, the body and eternal life.??

— Father Patrick Flanagan, Jamaica, New York

“I recall that first weekend after the
attacks of 9/11 and how the Scripture
passages for the weekend Mass were
timeless to what had just occurred in our
country. It was a gentle reminder that no
matter how dark the world may seem, the
light of Christ is brighter. It was a remind-
er that Scripture will always be timeless.’

— Father Tim Biren
St. Charles, Minnesota

“As pastor of a parish close to the site
of that plane crash in Shanksville, Penn-
sylvania, many persons came to express
anger toward God. While very aware
that God was not the cause of the events
of 9/11, I had to reinforce that anger
toward God is a periodic experience in
most people’s lives. I encouraged them
to express that anger in prayer.”

— Father John J. Slovikovski, PhD
Johnstown, Pennsylvania

NEXT QUESTION:

Which saint
inspires your

priestly ministry the
most and why?

You can offer your feedback
(100 words or less) via
thepriest@osv.com or The
Priest magazine on Facebook.
Selected answers to this
question will appear in the
November issue.
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IN MEMORIAM

9/11: Twenty Years Later

Suggestions for communal and private prayer

By Rita A. Thiron

Most of us remember where we were
on the morning of Sept. 11, 2001. We
watched in horror as images of the terror-
ist attack flooded the news media. Thou-
sands perished in the World Trade Center,
at the Pentagon and in a field in Pennsyl-
vania. The victims were Americans and
citizens of 77 other countries.

Churches, synagogues and mosques
opened their doors as people tried to find
meaning. These worshippers

Y

2,312 Americans have died, and twice that
many soldiers and civilians have perished.
Security measures, which were imple-
mented in airports, stadiums and office
buildings, have become commonplace.
Children not yet born in that fateful year
are now grown. More recently, the world
has faced catastrophic loss during the
pandemic — yet again, and still, we grieve
our dead.

This September, our assemblies will

The Roman Missal

Certainly, the parish will want to com-
memorate the day with Mass. In 2021,
Sept. 11 falls on Saturday of the Twen-
ty-third Week in Ordinary Time. During
the day, the priest celebrant may choose
from several options in the Roman Missal.

Certainly, Masses for the Dead pro-
vide appropriate texts. The Lectionary for
Mass provides a rich variety of options for
the readings (cf. Nos. 1011-1016). It would
be appropriate to choose Eu-

entered with a range of emo-
tions — grief and fear, shock
and rage, insecurity and un-
certainty. Preachers often
struggled to formulate the
right words.

Jesus came to bring peace,

but he also brought the sword

While politics and patriotism
will certainly be visible, prayer

should take the more central role

on this somber anniversary.

charistic Prayer III with em-
bolisms for the dead. Any of
the five Prefaces for the Dead
may be used, but Preface I and
V are particularly suitable. Sol-
emn Blessing No. 12 (Ordinary
Time IV) offers a fitting con-
clusion.

(cf. Mt 10:34). Our God is full of

mercy and compassion, yet he

is a just judge (Ps 7:12). Jesus said to love
our enemies (Lk 6:27), but could we love
so despicable an act? Could we forgive as
God has forgiven us? Believers — old and
new — found comfort, strength and chal-
lenge in prayer.

Since that day 20 years ago, war contin-
ues to be waged against terrorists. Politics,
diplomacy and military tactics have been
forever changed. In Afghanistan alone,
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be faced with renewed turmoil. Media
coverage, national observances and fami-
ly gatherings will refresh their minds and
open their wounds. Our nation will again
express its grief and try to understand.
While politics and patriotism will certain-
ly be visible, prayer should take the more
central role on this somber anniversary.
In what follows, I offer a few sugges-
tions for communal and private prayer.

One will find several wor-

thy options among the Masses

for Various Needs and Occasions. “30: For
the Preservation of Peace and Justice” has
several options for the collect, and the
Lectionary (cf. Nos. 887-891) has many op-
tions that provide rich fodder for preach-
ing. One might choose to use the Eucha-
ristic Prayer for Masses for Various Needs
and Occasions III — Jesus on the Way to
the Father. Solemn Blessing No. 10 (Ordi-
nary Time IT) would complement the rest



— o T

Americals got faith! MONUME NTS

You'll find it in every state - in

grand cathedrals and tiny chapels, M A 1—1 \/-'( tL S
in miracle shrines and underwater

statues, and even in blessed dirt. ‘ AND

Finding these sacred places hasn't I\,]IR AC I F S
been easy — until now! Monuments,

Marvels, and Miracles: A

Traveler's Guide to Catholic

America takes you to more than | S—
500 of the country’s most intriguing | — —

holy sites, each with a riveting story L. A Tra‘reler S GllldE t()

otcl CATHOLICAMERICA

Browse this book any way you

i
—

like! Going somewhere? Grab the Y apume ,.,_;._g.r"' "

book and scan to see if there are
MARION AMBERG

.

any special Catholic places nearby.
Planning your family summer
(CTE NI PG ST SRRV RO B8 © A Catholic traveler’s dream. If
all the holy sites along the way. Or, ; youTe planning your next trip, or
‘@ dreaming about planning your next

trip, you'll want to be sure to pick up

: this volume and have it by your side.
numbers and physical addresses. e There’s bound to be a Catholic site to
. explore nearby. Happy pilgrimaging! 2°

use this to plan your whole trip!
The book includes websites, phone

oo ﬁ:"‘ - GRETCHEN R. CROWE,
e editorial director for periodicals at OSV

A OrderdS\l ebmf‘*.*{,_f:
: Bulk dlscounts avallable ¢




2 L e - -

. :
ir- - I

Monument engraver Kyle Fricke prepares to add names to the memorial wall at 9/11 Responders Remembered Park in Nesconset, New York., on Sept. 11, 2020,
the 19th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the United States. CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz

of the Mass texts.

Another option might be “31: In Time
of War of Civil Disturbance.” Again, there
are two options for the collect. The read-
ings may be found in the Lectionary, Nos.
897-901.

Finally, Masses for Various Needs and
Occasions offers only a collect at “21: For
the Nation or State;” but this might be used
at other times or as a prayer to begin par-
ish meetings.

Order of Christian Funerals

This liturgical book provides prayers
and resources for a variety of pastoral
circumstances. Chapter IV offers texts
for the Liturgy of the Hours: Office of the
Dead. Consider drawing from the beauti-
ful psalms and prayers used at Morning
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Prayer (cf. OCF, Nos. 373-383) or Evening
Prayer (OCF, Nos. 385-395).

The section entitled “Prayers and
Texts in Particular Circumstances” has
some particularly appropriate selections,
including General (cf. Nos. 1-13); One Who
Died Suddenly or Violently (No. 43); or
Several Persons (Nos. 46-47). The presider
may also wish to choose from among the
Prayers for Mourners (No. 399) or the Lita-
ny for the Dead (no. 401.4).

A Celebration of the Word

The parish may also wish to prepare a
prayer service for use outside Mass. This
might be a fine choice for a school as-
sembly or as an evening prayer service to
begin meetings. This option will be best
for an ecumenical or interreligious prayer

service. It would be important to meet
with the representatives of various faith
communities beforehand and have them
be involved in the actual preparation of
the event (cf. Directory for the Application
of Principles and Norms on Ecumenism,
No. 111). The readings may be drawn from
any of the aforementioned Lectionary ci-
tations.

An Act of Remembrance

The following ceremony might begin
a prayer service or be used before Mass.
As each phrase is read, minister(s) could
light a candle. At least 15 seconds of si-
lence should be maintained between each
phrase. A somber tolling of a bell or a sung
acclamation might conclude each invoca-
tion.



« For the passengers on American
Flight 11 and United Flight 175, which
were flown into the World Trade Cen-
ter.

«  For all the workers who perished in
the World Trade Center and neigh-
boring buildings.

«  For the firefighters, police and rescue
workers who died trying to save oth-
ers.

« For the crew and passengers on
American Airlines Flight 77, which
was flown into the Pentagon.

+  For the military personnel and civil-
ians who were killed and injured at
the Pentagon.

«  For the heroic crew passengers on
United Flight 93, which crashed into
the field in Shanksville, Pennsylvania.

+  For all military personnel who have
died in the battle against terrorism.

+  For all those who have died as the re-
sult of terrorist activity and for those
who mourn them.

Environment and Art

Consider the environment for the
church building on Sept. 11 or for that en-
tire weekend’s liturgies. Though the Amer-
ican flag is ordinarily not to be displayed
in the sanctuary or nave of the church, on
this occasion it might be appropriate.

The Paschal candle might be placed
next to a Book of Remembrance. (The
names of those who perished on Sept. 11,
2001, may be found at www.911memorial.
org or other websites.) Flowers or plants
might also adorn this space.

A candle stand could be placed in the
sanctuary or alcove with a sufficient num-
ber of candles for the prayer service. It is
recommended that the sacristan use large,
glass-enclosed votive candles, which may
be lit for all the weekend Masses.

Prayers

Consider preparing, printing and dis-
tributing prayer cards. Alternatively, post
something on the parish website. This will

CATHOLIC FAITH ALIVE!, INC.

COLOR LEAFLETS - very inexpensive!

» Why Catholicism? Apologetic for Catholicism - Used by
many Legion of Mary groups. (Spanish too)
« Is Sunday Mass Necessary? (Spanish too)
« Litany of Humility - Merry del Val prayer abbreviated

« Is a Warm, Chaste Courtship Possible?

Always free shipping any size order!
« TRUST! - Bible & St. Faustina quotes on trust - popular
 Confession Guide (folded card) (listing sins — Spanish too)
o Why Return to Sunday Mass? (business card - Spanish too)

Lowest prices on Fr. T. G. Morrow’s books

Overcoming Sinful Thoughts (2021) $11

“A masterpiece of solutions that points us to
sainthood” -Kevin Wells, author, Priest

& Beggar
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Overcoming Sinful Anger $10

This book can make the world a much better
place. -Mike Aquilina, Friendship &

The Fathers

Christian Dating in A Godless World $13
Remarkable... a popular treatment,

conversational like a magazine column
—Mike Aquilina

Also,
Be Holy: A Catholic Guide to the Spiritual Life $12
Fatima in Brief$6 « Who’s Who in Heaven $12

Amazing Saints (Margaret of Cortona, Miguel Pro, John
Vianney, Augustine, Teresa, & Damien the Leper) $10

Achieving Chastity in An Unchaste World
(revised 2021) $8
Preview and order at:

www.cfalive.com
1-877-324-8492

OrderOSV.com
Bulk Discounts Available
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PAPAL PRAYER WHEN VISITING GROUND ZERO

0 God of love, compassion, and healing,

look on us, people of many different faiths and traditions,
who gather today at this site,

the scene of incredible violence and pain.

We ask you in your goodness

to give eternal light and peace

to all who died here —

the heroic first responders:

our firefighters, police officers,

emergency service workers, and Port Authority personnel,
along with all the innocent men and women

who were victims of this tragedy

simply because their work or service

brought them here on September 11, 2001.

We ask you, in your compassion

to bring healing to those

who, because of their presence here that day,

suffer from injuries and illness.

Heal, too, the pain of still-grieving families

and all who lost loved ones in this tragedy.

Give them strength to continue their lives with courage and hope.
We are mindful, as well, of those who suffered death, injury, and loss
on the same day at the Pentagon and in Shanksville, Pennsylvania.
Our hearts are one with theirs

as our prayer embraces their pain and suffering.

God of peace, bring your peace to our violent world:
peace in the hearts of all men and women

and peace among the nations of the earth.

Turn to your way of love

those whose hearts and minds

are consumed with hatred.

God of understanding,

overwhelmed by the magnitude of this tragedy,

we seek your light and guidance

as we confront such terrible events.

Grant that those whose lives were spared

may live so that the lives lost here

may not have been lost in vain.

Comfort and console us,

strengthen us in hope,

and give us the wisdom and courage

to work tirelessly for a world

where true peace and love reign

among nations and in the hearts of all.

© Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved.
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MORE RESOURCES
AVAILABLE

For additional resources —
including prayers, the full text of a
prayer service, sample intercessions,
and music suggestions
— visit www.fdlc.org.

be particularly helpful for those who are
still confined to their homes due to ad-
vanced age or to coronavirus health con-
cerns.

These will also be fitting remembranc-
es that parishioners can routinely use at
home for family prayer time.

Certainly, one can compose an orig-
inal prayer for this 20th anniversary. The
prayer in the sidebar might serve as an ex-
ample.

It was prayed by both Pope Benedict
XVI (on April 20, 2008) and by Pope Francis
(Sept. 25, 2015) when each visited Ground
Zero in New York City.

Looking Forward

Certainly, Sept. 11 will always be a day
of solemn remembrance. Certainly, once
again, we will mourn our dead and pray for
their souls — knowing that they rest in the
arms of their merciful Father. Certainly, we
should console those who lost loved ones.
Certainly, we must give comfort to those
who still suffer from injuries incurred that
day. It is right that this day should never
pass from our collective memory.

On this 20th anniversary, let us also ac-
knowledge a longing for peace. Let us pray
for peace — fervently, continually, vocally.
Let us work toward a lasting peace in all
our actions — personally, communally,
nationally. And in all things, give praise to
almighty God who gives us the peace of
Christ. TP

Rita A. Thiron is the executive director of the
Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commis-

sions.



Lessons from St. Paul

Why the apostle’s experiences and qualities
are especially pertinent to priests today

A painting of St. Paul from St. Severin Church in BUILDING THE PAUL ON HIS LIFE AND
Paris. Renata Sedmékova/AdobeStock CHURCH PRAYER TH EOLOGY
PAGE 71 PAGE 72 PAGES 72-73
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By Father Donald Senior, CP

Both personally and in the wider so-
cial and religious world of his day, Paul the
Apostle witnessed an old world die and a
new one born — not unlike our experience
at this moment in history. Paul, of course,
was not a priest but an apostle and ded-
icated lay missionary. But some of the
characteristic experiences and qualities of
Paul’s ministry, I believe, have special sig-
nificance for today’s priesthood.

Perhaps more than any other figure in
the early Church, Paul embodied profound
conversion and transformation for the
sake of the Gospel — both on a personal
level and within the religious tradition to
which he was passionately committed.
Sometime around A.D. 5, Paul was born in
Tarsus, a provincial capital in south-cen-
tral Asia Minor, present-day Turkey.

Tarsus was a city noted for its culture
and learning, a thoroughly Greco-Roman
city, yet one with a significant Jewish mi-
nority population. We know that Paul was
born into a devout Jewish family — a heri-
tage he would always cherish and respect.
Yet, he was also born of a father who was
a citizen of Rome — we do not know how
Paul a Jew acquired his Roman citizenship,
perhaps because his father had been part
of the military or was a freed slave. From
this dual heritage — devotedly Jewish and
proudly Roman — Paul would embody
within himself the cultural and religious
mix that would be key for his future mis-
sion.

From his Jewish heritage came a te-
nacious faith in the God of Israel, the
compassionate, liberating God who had
created the world and held it in his loving
providence. And from Judaism, as well,
Paul was endowed with a strong moral
sense of translating one’s belief in God into
a life obedient to God’s will. From his Ro-
man heritage and his classical education
in Tarsus, Paul would draw on a broad vi-
sion of the Mediterranean world in all its
diversity and dynamism and be schooled
in the art of rhetoric and persuasion that
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Rome had inherited from its Greek prede-
cessors. Paul’s family tree, his DNA if you
like, would be translated by God’s dynamic
Spirit into a figure who would bridge the
Mediterranean world.

Paul and Conversion

The New Testament gives us two por-
trayals of a crucial turning point in Paul’s
life where his vocation from God would
burst into flame. One is found in the dra-
matic conversion stories of the Acts of

the Apostles. Paul, whose cocksure zeal
drove him to persecute the followers of
Jesus, would be knocked to the ground by
the power of Christ’s redeeming presence.
Blinded by the light of God’s forgiving love,
Paul, paradoxically, would begin to see the
truth for the first time (cf. Acts 9:3-19; 22:6-
16; 26:12-18).

In Luke’s account of the unfolding his-
tory of the early community, Paul, the tor-
mentor and persecutor of the Christians,
would now become the “chosen vessel

“The Conversion of St. Paul,” a painting by Ignacio de Ries (1612-61), is in the Segovia Cathedral in Spain.
Renata Sedmékova/AdobeStock



BUILDING THE CHURCH FOR CHRIST

We might also recall that Paul was someone who made no small plans, even
though in those days, too, we might say vocations were sparse and finances
precarious. As he indicates in Romans 15, Paul intended to plant churches all
around the northern rim of the Mediterranean world, eventually going even
to Rome and on to Spain, thus winning over the gentiles for Christ, a glorious
accomplishment of God’s grace that he hoped would, in turn, convince all of Israel

itself to accept Christ.

— the one who would bring the Gospel of
Jesus from Judea to Antioch, westward to
Greece and, ultimately, to Rome.

Thus, in the portrayal of the Acts of the
Apostles, Paul’s conversion is, in a certain
sense, forced from the outside — an expe-
rience beyond his control turns his reli-
gious world upside down and transforms
his life forever.

The striking account of Paul’s conver-
sion in Acts takes a very different form in
Paul’'s own words in his Letter to the Gala-
tians (cf. Gal 1:11-24). Looking back, Paul
now sees that God had been calling him to
this extraordinary transformation from all
time — even before he was knit together
in his mother’s womb. He cites the great
prophetic words of Isaiah 49 and Jeremiah
1 — “The word of the Lord came to me: /
Before I formed you in the womb I knew
you, / before you were born I dedicated
you, / a prophet to the nations I appointed
you” (Jer 1:4-5).

The catalyst for radical change was not
simply the turbulence of outside events
but the fulfillment of a God-given destiny,
an act of providence to which God had
called Paul from all time.

Thus Paul steps into a beautiful and
profound biblical tradition — that of the
“call;” accounts of God’s mysterious call
that stretch from Moses to the prophets
and on to Mary and the disciples of Jesus
in the New Testament. The Spirit of God
beckoning mysteriously, tenaciously — in-
viting one to set out on a new and often
unexpected way of life for the sake of God.
Paul is one of these. “It is too little,” God

whispers to Isaiah, “for you to be my ser-
vant, / to raise up the tribes of Jacob, / and
restore the survivors of Israel; / I will make
you a light to the nations, / that my salva-
tion may reach to the ends of the earth” (Is
49:6).

Authentic Modalities

All of us, I think, can reflect on these
different but authentic modalities of our
life and our vocation. On one level, we
are driven by factors outside of us: world
events, the threat of a pandemic, the econ-
omy, the changing face of the Church, the
movements of culture and history, the en-
couragement of friends and mentors. And
we surely need wise and caring people to
help us sort through such experiences and
to make sense of them. Like Paul, we need
people to help us shed our blindness and
see our life and the people around us from
the perspective of our Christian faith.

But on another, equally important, lev-
el we also believe that we are held in God’s
hands, our lives both individually and col-
lectively a response to God’s profound call
to us, a call imbedded in God’s loving prov-
idence for all time. And here we know the
importance of reflection on the deepest
wellsprings of our faith; reflection on the
Scriptures and the great characters and
saints of our heritage who also responded
to God’s call and drank deeply of the well-
springs of Christian spirituality to under-
stand what God was doing in their lives,
just as Paul drew on the stirring words of
Isaiah and Jeremiah, and the example of
their prophetic ministries to make sense

ST. PAUL ON
SOLITUDE

"At my first defense
no one appeared

on my behalf, but
everyone deserted
me. May it not be held
against them! But the
Lord stood by me and
gave me strength, so
that through me the
proclamation might
be completed and all
the Gentiles might
hear it. And | was
rescued from the lion's
mouth. The Lord will
rescue me from every
evil threat and will
bring me safe to his
heavenly kingdom. To
him be glory forever
and ever. Amen.”

— 2 Timothy 16-18

www.thepriest.com | Our Sunday Visitor 71



PAUL ON PRAYER
"And this is my

prayer: that your love
may increase ever
more and more in
knowledge and every
kind of perception,

to discern what is of
value, so that you may
be pure and blameless
for the day of Christ,
filled with the fruit of
righteousness that
comes through Jesus
Christ for the glory and
praise of God.”

— Philippians 1:9-11
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Paul did not shrink from the demands of
leadership or the responsibility of authority, but

he exercised that calling in a manner compatible

with bis own theology of the passion and of

the community that belonged to Christ.

out of the unanticipated turns in his life.
Perhaps, this is some of the work that
needs to take place during sabbaticals or
programs of reflection for ministers of the
Gospel of all times.

The Passion of Paul

Paul, as you know, was not an original
or charter member of Jesus’ disciples. Paul
never forgot his second-generation status
— or his wrongheaded persecution of the
Christian movement. He would forever re-
main in his own estimation as one “born
out of due time”” But that did not take away
from Paul's passionate commitment to
Christ or the Gospel.

Paul's passion was undoubtedly a
product in part of a naturally fiery tem-
perament. No even-tempered phlegmatic
would express in a public letter like Gala-
tians the hope that those Christians who
proposed circumcision for his gentile
converts would have the knife slip in their
own case — or begin a letter to a promi-
nent Church with the address: “O Stupid
Galatians!” Paul, I fear, may not have been
easy to live with. Perhaps it is no accident
that his ministry was primarily an itiner-
ant one!

But it is equally clear that the sustain-
ing fire of Paul’s passion came from the
intensity of his commitment to Christ.
At one point in his life, Paul affirmed to
his community the startling confession:
“Christ lives in me.” It was this that drove
him in his ministry, and from this came his
preaching and his theology.

It was the passion of Paul that led him
to write letters whose imagery and force
changed Christian consciousness forever.
Letters written in rapid, often tortured
prose; letters so bursting with ideas that
more than one scribe at a time had to take
Paul’s dictation; and even another inspired
biblical author had to say, with some un-
derstatement, there are things in the writ-
ings of our brother Paul that are hard to
understand (cf. 2 Pet 3:15-16).

My point is that Paul’s ideas — his

PAUL'S LIFE AND THEOLOGY

From the very first moment of his encounter with
the Gospel not just to his fellow Jews but to the genti
led after time to this decision. From his own testimo
force for all of humanity from the very first instant o

Paul’s urgent missionary logic is clear in this famo
‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be ¢
have not believed? And how can they believe in him
hear without someone to preach? And how can peoy
‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring [the] g

Even though Paul testifies that he was called to be
he encountered the Risen Christ (cf. Gal 1:15-16), stil
others for Paul to further develop his initial vocatior
in prayer and solitude in Syria, near Damascus, and 1
with Peter and James (cf. Gal 1:17-20). Afterward, he
Minor) and eventually to the major city of Antioch, v

Paul was drafted by Barnabas and brought to Anti
proclaiming the Gospel to the Mediterranean world
Acts tells us, the followers of Jesus were first called “
Barnabas and others, would hone his message for ge
his missionary journeys west through Asia Minor an
what would be European soil and where he would e:
16:11-12).



preaching, his writing, his theology, his
teaching, his sense of authority and gov-
ernance — were welded to his own pas-
sionate discipleship. Paul’s theology was
not borrowed or trendy or merely specula-
tive. Paul derived his vision from the living
soul of the Church and his own passionate
commitment to it. He was the recipient
and responsible guardian of tradition: “For
I handed on to you as of first importance
what I also received” (1 Cor 15:3). But he
also was able to draw out a theological
vision from the genuine Christian experi-
ence of his people: the Church as the Body

of Christ in response to the factionalism of

Corinth; a theology of weakness in the face
of his, and his Christians’ own experience
of limitation — physical and spiritual; a

theology of a law-free Gospel because of

his confidence in the religious experience
of gentiles; a theology of a cosmic Christ
triumphant over the cosmos to offset the
paralyzing fear of fates so prevalent in the
Greco-Roman world.

the Risen Christ, Paul felt called by God to proclaim
le world. There was no gap, no long pondering that
ny, Paul was convinced of the Gospel’s life-giving
‘his encounter with Christ.

15 passage from his letter to the Romans: “For
aved. But how can they call on him in whom they
f whom they have not heard? And how can they
le preach unless they are sent? As it is written,

ood news!” (Rom 10:13-15).

a missionary to the gentiles from the first moment
, no doubt, it took time and the assistance of

. By his own testimony, he spent considerable time
hen went for a brief time to Jerusalem to confer
went to Cilicia (his home region in southern Asia
hich would be his first true missionary base.

och to join him in the new adventure of

that lay beyond the perimeters of Israel. Here,
“hristians” and here Paul, under the guidance of
ntile Christians and, from here, he would launch

1 eventually to Greece when he first set foot on
tablish a Christian community at Philippi (cf. Acts

Fresco of St. Paul preaching at the Basilica of St. Paul Outside-the-Walls in Rome. zatletic/AdobeStock

The heart of Paul’s theology and his
spirituality was linked to another experi-
ence of passion — namely, the passion of
Jesus. For Paul, the dying and rising of Je-
sus Christ was the reality that explained all
reality, that revealed the true face of God.
In the light of the Passion, of the Paschal
Mystery, Paul rethought and rediscov-
ered the heart of his Jewish tradition. The
God of Abraham was also the God of the
Nations. The God of Jesus crucified was
revealed not in the trappings of power
and splendor but in the marvel of what
some humans counted as weakness: a life

poured out for others.

“For Jews demand signs and Greeks
look for wisdom, but we proclaim Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who
are called, Jews and Greeks alike, Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of God.
For the foolishness of God is wiser than
human wisdom, and the weakness of God
is stronger than human strength” (1 Cor
1:22-25).

From this center, Paul would contem-
plate everything: the heart of Christian life
was love, as it was unconditional love that
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animated the crucified Christ; the experi-
ence of limitation and weakness, as Paul
himself experienced in his own mortal
body, would find meaning in the crucified
body of Jesus who gave himself for us; the
Body of Christ that was the Church would
give the greatest honor to its most weak
and least honorable member because God
had revealed himself to the world through
a crucified Messiah, and thus the Body of
Christ was a crucified body in which the
wounds were still visible; and the apostolic
sufferings and wrenching heartache Paul
experienced in the course of his ministry,
and which his communities experienced
in their struggles and sufferings, were not
in vain because the cross of Jesus had for-
ever affirmed that through God's grace
from death comes abundant life.

Confident Leader
I think all of us who work in the
Church today can learn something about

AdobeStock
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authentic apostolic leadership from Paul,
too, and about the image of the Church we
need to project to those we serve. Paul was
very conscious of his role as an “apostle of
Jesus Christ” and cites it frequently.

Yet, it would be a misunderstanding of
Paul and his ministry to think of him (as
has sometimes been the case) as some
solitary colossus standing astride the
early Church or as a lone ranger, moving
fearlessly and alone across the map of the
Mediterranean world, planting the seed of
the Gospel without dependence on or con-
nection with others.

This image is false, and our evidence is
Paul’s own testimony. One of the most re-
markable and important insights we have
gained into Paul in recent times is that he
operated within an extraordinary network
of co-workers.

Paul did not shrink from the demands
of leadership or the responsibility of au-
thority, but he exercised that calling in a

manner compatible with his own theology
of the passion and of the community that
belonged to Christ.

The famous concluding passage in Ro-
mans 16 is one of the best sources of evi-
dence for this. As Paul concludes this letter
to a Church he has never visited, but one
that had great importance to him, he adds
a series of greetings that gives breathtak-
ing insight into the range of his contacts
and his non-possessive spirit, as well as
testimony to the mobility and networking
of the early Christians themselves. He cites
by name 29 Greek and Jewish co-workers
and fellow “apostles” (10 of them women),
drawn from nobility, freedmen and slaves.

Paul never traveled alone; he hands
out the title “co-worker” liberally through-
out his letters, and even his letters them-
selves are collaborative pieces, all but two
of them are explicitly co-authored. Paul’s
sense of collaboration was not simply a
personal style or imposed by necessity, but
flowed from his vision of the Gospel, root-
ed ultimately in his image of the God who
gathered all people, who was the God of
Jews and gentiles. A conviction that spills
over into Paul’s consistently collaborative
images of the Church as a body of many
members, as a profusion of gifts welded
into one Spirit, as an array of many instru-
ments and materials fashioned into one
living temple of God.

The building up of the community of
the Church was his restless apostolic goal,
and he knew that every gift, no matter how
brilliant, was subordinate to the gift of
charity and the bonding of the community.

Paul's own theology of weakness put
the ultimate check on the temptation to
possessiveness about one’s status or au-
thority. Paul's own evident physical dis-
ability, his wrongheaded persecution of
the Church early in his life — all these ex-
periences had taught Paul his own moral
fragility and led him to find his strength,
paradoxically, in his own weakness, be-
cause where he was weak, God was strong.
Above all, Paul's contemplation of the



Passion protected him from conceiving of
himself or his authority in arrogant terms.
Jesus, God’s Suffering Servant, who gave
his life that others might live, was the ulti-
mate sign of how authentic authority was
exercised.

That memory of Paul is needed now.
Those who exercise authority in the
Church — no matter at what level — need
confidence in their apostolic vocations,
but also need to hold them in a non-pos-
sessive way. Collaboration with others in
our ministry and vision of the Church is
not a fad but an expression of the Gospel.

Boundless Man of Hope

I am convinced from reading Paul’s let-
ters that he was a man who suffered great-
ly from his ministry, yet at the

bors, far more imprisonments, far worse
beatings, and numerous brushes with
death. Five times at the hands of the Jews
I received forty lashes minus one. Three
times I was beaten with rods, once I was
stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, 1
passed a night and a day on the deep; on
frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers,
dangers from robbers, dangers from my
own race, dangers from Gentiles, dangers
in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dan-
gers at sea, dangers among false broth-
ers; in toil and hardship, through many
sleepless nights, through hunger and
thirst, through frequent fastings, through
cold and exposure. And apart from these
things, there is the daily pressure upon me
of my anxiety for all the churches. Who is

for the world: “What will separate us from
the love of Christ?” (Rom 8:35), Paul asks.

It is a question wrung from the heart
of a minister of the Gospel, of one called
to mission, of an adult who has lived in
the Church from the inside and who still
refuses to be undone by its scandals and
frustrations; one who had lofty ideals of
community but also knew the sad realities
of divisions and conflicts; one, in effect,
who knew the reality of suffering and yet
nourished great hopes.

He says in the most soaring passage of
his letters, “For I am convinced that nei-
ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin-
cipalities, nor present things, nor future
things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature will be able to sep-

arate us from the love of God

same time it was the consum-
ing passion of his life. Paul's
ardent zeal for Christ and the
Gospel ran headlong into un-
yielding reality. Paul’s heart
was broken not just by the
dreams that never took flesh

Paul’s ardent zeal for Christ
and the Gospel ran headlong

into unyielding reality.

in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom
8:38-39).

As priests and ministers of
the Gospel, called to live out
our faith in the Christian mis-
sion at this moment in histo-

but by the constant drumfire
against the few things he had been able to
build.

Truth squads of other Christian lead-
ers seemed to have stalked his steps, ques-
tioning his orthodoxy, turning the heads of
his converts to a different understanding
of the Church, planting doubts about his
apostolic authority.

Paul’s anguish and frustration come
to a rolling boil in a famous passage from
2 Corinthians 11, as if on some blue Mon-
day, Paul’s patience breaks and out comes
a torrent of frustration and pain, directed
not at the leaders of the synagogue, or at
the threats of Roman officials, but at his
own fellow apostles and the leaders of his
own communities:

"Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they
Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants
of Abraham? So am 1. Are they ministers
of Christ? (I am talking like an insane per-
son.) I am still more, with far greater la-

weak, and I am not weak? Who is led to
sin, and I am not indignant?” (vv. 22-29).

Paul lived at a time when his vision of
the Church was contested by others. There
must have been nights in Corinth or Thes-
saloniki or Ephesus — surely in Jerusalem
or during house arrest in Caesarea and
Rome — when he wondered if he was on
the wrong track after all.

Maybe thoughts like these have passed
through the minds and hearts of priests as
they exercise their ministry and take stock
of its results.

Holding on Tightly to Hope

But, at the same time, Paul managed
what every great pastoral leader has done.
Paul held tightly to his hope. Paul never let
go of his foundational experience of faith.

The love of the crucified Christ for him
was the pledge of God’s unbreakable cove-
nant, of God’s unceasing redemptive love

ry, a mission that takes many
forms and that has its mo-
ments of joy, no doubt, but also its share of
discouragement and frustration and soli-
tariness, we might do well to remember
Paul: a passionate disciple of the crucified
Jesus and theologian of experience; one
whose God-given call to service was nour-
ished by others; a man confident in his
apostolic vocation and identity but exer-
cising his authority in a collaborative and
non-possessive way, holding that treasure
with others not because it was an attrac-
tive management style but because it was
expressive of Christian faith; a man open
to new possibilities, one whose restless,
bold dreams for the Church brought him
suffering but whose hope, rooted in faith,
never dimmed. TP

FATHER DONALD SENIOR, CP, is president
emeritus and chancellor of Catholic Theologi-
cal Union in Chicago, where he is a member of

the faculty as professor of New Testament.
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English Translation Available
Exclusively from OSV

[he world facing the pandemic

The COVID-19 pandemic has left an
indelible mark on our lives, and the

same is true for the Church. Masses were
suspended for months, people could not
receive the sacraments, and during that
time, Pope Francis celebrated Mass alone
every day. Why are you afraid? Have you
no faith? collects some of the words from
the pope’s daily homilies when the world
was in isolation during the “long Lent”

in the spring of 2020, as well as Angelus
messages and prayers he delivered.

This book is filled with poignant photos
that bring to life Pope Francis words of
support and encouragement, especially
from his extraordinary blessing “urbi et
orbi” in an empty St. Peter’s Square at the
Vatican on March 27, 2020. The dozens of
photos in this book illustrate the themes
often evoked by the Holy Father during
the pandemic, including fraternal love,
solidarity, the common good, and the
virtue of hope.

Commemorating an historically
important chapter in both the papacy of
Francis and the history of the modern
world, this book is another avenue by
which the Holy Father shares his uplifting
message of wisdom, hope, and love

with those who have suffered in pain,
loneliness, and fear. Despite the dire
challenges we have faced during this
pandemic, Pope Francis reminds us

that evil does not destroy confidence in
God, and it does not break the solidarity
of humanity.

OrderOSV.com
Bulk discounts available



PARISH LIFE

Father, Meet PAPI (the
Process, Assessing, Prioritizing
and Implementing Plan)

A path to helping your parish recover
from the impact of COVID-19

By Owen Phelps, Ph.D.

“COVID shot holes through our par-
ishs bottom line and the pastor just
crawled into a hole”

Thats the way a lay friend of mine
recently described the toll taken on his
parish by the COVID-19 pandemic. He
continued: “He just stopped communi-
cating. Staff and volunteer

B

In truth, his parish was thriving be-
cause he is an exemplary innovator and
a great communicator. Within days of his
parish’s mandatory shutdown, he was pro-
ducing an online Mass seven days a week
and a weekly kitchen sit-down show where
he and his associate chatted with and took
questions from parishioners. Think family

on the wall above his head proclaimed in
huge letters: GIVE! You can be frank with
friends.

Disparities of Impact

These two extremes are typical of what
happens in a disaster. There are huge dis-
parities of local effects. Some pay a terri-
ble price. Others escape un-

leaders waited weeks for email
responses to their questions”
As spring dawned and restric-
tions eased, my friend was
hopeful his pastor would crawl
out of his bunker.

Another pastor, halfway
across the country, handled

In many cases, the question is,
How can we do more with less?
But a better question may be,

How can we do better with less?

scathed. No two situations are
entirely alike. So it has been
during the pandemic. Some
businesses thrived, others shut
down. Some people worked
longer hours, others were laid
off. Some people died, others
suffered terribly, and still oth-

things differently — with a dif-

ferent outcome. In the first several months
after the COVID shutdown, his parish’s
revenues had risen compared to the prior
year. I joked that his people would spare
no expense to avoid listening to his hom-
ilies.

around the dinner table.

Something else: This pastor was not
shy about engaging his parishioners in
the effort to keep their parish financial-
ly healthy. As he chatted casually with
them on Zoom, the kitchen memo board

ers escaped unscathed. Some
relationships thrived, others withered and
disappeared.

The little mission parish in a vacation
area where I've been chair of the pasto-
ral council during the pandemic actually
came out of the ordeal in financially good
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Homily Starters

Weekly Meditations on
Sunday Gospel Readings

20% Off a 1 Year Subscription!
Order by December 31

www.homilystarters.com
479-366-7283

“The Church of Christ today must
be in nature, in power, in teaching,
what it was when it served men

through the twelve Apostles.”

— Archbishop John Francis Noll,
founder of OSV
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shape. Government payroll aid helped.
But a portion of our parishioners really
stepped up and provided their support.
We're grateful. Now, we just have to get all
our parish activities back up and running
— and let people know where we are in
that process.

Other parishes face more daunting
challenges. A Villanova University study
projects a 24% decline in parish collec-
tions for the 2021 financial year. That
means parishes are asking themselves
what organizations, what ministries — in
some places, even what parishes — can or
should continue.

As if the challenge of rebuilding after
the pandemic shutdown isn't enough,
parishes across the country share anoth-
er challenge. Nearly all are confronting
declining member participation. While
visionary pastors and advisers are strate-
gizing about how to turn spectators into
disciples, nearly every parish in the coun-
try is facing the challenge of fewer people
in their pews.

The sense I get from everything I hear
is that church life is rife with uncertain-
ty. Will people come back? How many?
When? Will they be more eager to don the
yoke of discipleship, or less? Should we be
preparing for success or failure? And to
what extent do our expectations of the fu-
ture become a self-fulfilling prophecy?

If we can't muster confidence that

the Holy Spirit will guide us and “renew
the face of the earth” (Ps 104:30), starting
with our own parish, how can we expect
to endure and serve the People of God?
So, prayer is the first order of the day. In
many cases, the question is, How can we
do more with less? But a better question
may be, How can we do better with less?

Whatever a parish’s circumstances,
there is a way to proceed to assure that
it does its very best with the resources it
has been given. There are many ways to
proceed, especially if we drill down into
the details. In the end, no two approach-
es will be exactly alike. But let me propose
one approach to help you get started, or at
least better organize your efforts.

Don't think of it as a solution, a silver
bullet to resolve all your concerns. Think
of it, instead, as a framework, something
on which you can hang, organize and ap-
praise your work. It's the PAPI approach.
PAPI stands for Process, Assessing, Priori-
tizing and Implementing a plan for recov-
ery from COVID and cultural challenges.
Father, meet PAPL

Who Should Be Involved?

The first question to consider is who
else should meet PAPI? It’s axiomatic that
responding effectively to major changes
in a parish budget is not something a pas-
tor can do alone. Yes, it’s quicker to just
develop a plan yourself and announce it.

VILLANOVA STUDIES COVID-19
IMPACT ON PARISH COLLECTIONS
The Villanova Center for Church Management study “COVID-19 Impact
on Parish Collections” surveyed 169 parishes and examined giving during the

pandemic. The study, posted at villanovachurchmanagement.com, revealed that in

1 in 6 parishes collections increased.
The key insights of the study reveal:
« Collections can go up.
« Offer online Mass.
« Reach out to people.
« Share the financial reality.
+ Be bold and courageous.



But then look forward to spending all your
time and energy trying to sell your plan
and fighting off active resistance.

Getting buy-in from staff, councils,
commissions, volunteers and parish mem-
bers is hard. But the more who own the
process from the start, the fewer people
you will have to convince later. It’s not true
that “more is always better” More people
make the process more cumbersome. But
they can also make the outcome more
promising. Error on the side of inclusion.

Of course, don't just schedule a par-
ishwide meeting and expect consensus
to emerge. Consultations need structure.
Think about that. Consult about the is-
sues. Develop a plan with a process for
how to obtain sufficient input. If you're just
dealing with a small crisis, you can proba-
bly design a process to include members of
the pastoral council and finance commis-
sion, along with your staff. But as a general
rule, the broader and more long-term your
discernment process, the more people you
should invite to participate.

Assessing

In the first stage of assessing, two
broad questions come to the fore: What
are we doing? How well are we doing it?

The relevant answers to the first ques-
tion are both qualitative and quantitative.
Develop a list of all the ministries and ac-
tivities in your parish. Look at how many
people each of them is reaching and how
much each cost. But also consider how
important each activity is in terms of your
parish’s mission and the mission of the
Church: to go and make disciples. Remem-
ber, building relationships matters, so
commit some resources to do that.

If youd like to develop a long-range
plan, consider reaching out to the Center
for Applied Research in the Apostolate
(CARA) to develop and analyze a parish-
wide survey, which can help you assess
which parish ministries matter most to
people and how well the people think you
are doing in providing them. Despite all

it Kathic At e

ENVOLVE & ENGAGE
FAMILIES IN CATECHESIS

COMPLETE PLANS FOR 10 FAMILY-GATHERED SESSIONS

Accompany parents as they connect their Catholic
faith to the intentional living of discipleship in
their family. Forming Families is idea for use with
OSV's Faith Fusion Catholic curriculum and Alive
in Christ basal program. Includes easy to use
leader instruction and practical implementation
support for catechists. This faith resource on
Catholic identity comes with complete family
sessions with prayer, learning activities, and adult
faith sharing.

Go to OrderOSV.com
to order today!
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PPP LOANS

The Villanova study
reveals that 80% of
parishes received
Payroll Protection Plan
(PPP) loans from the
government through
the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act
of 2020. Allocated to
direct payroll costs,
the funding kept
people employed.
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the uncertainty afoot, there are things you
know or can learn. Start with those.

Prioritizing

When you begin to consider the im-
portance of each of your parish’s activities,
you have begun to prioritize. In this stage,
you are asking, What matters most? But
you don't need a strict rank order. Wor-
ship, evangelization and religious educa-
tion are all essential. They can share the
pinnacle.

Still, this is a time to do a little digging.
Yes, religious education is a huge priority.
But what about the importance — and
cost — of its various components? Within
each broad ministry area, its components
should undergo a prioritization process.
And this process should involve the peo-
ple being served, as well as the people do-
ing the serving. The better our assessment
process, the better and easier our prioriti-
zation process.

It should be no surprise that staff
members will each give high priority to
their own ministries. Council and com-
mission members can be very helpful in
providing a broader context in which to
conduct your prioritization process.

Implementing

But the better job you have done as-
sessing and prioritizing — and bringing
people on board in consensus about the
results — the easier this part of the process
will be. Here are a few tips to help make it
bearable and ultimately better:

Communicate constantly. Know what
you intend to accomplish and state it over
and over again. Build your chorus: Get as
many people to sing the same tune as of-
ten as possible. For your efforts to work,
invest in building consensus. This is not
about you; rather, it's about a process. And
remember, the most important part of
communicating is listening.

Pay great mind to the outliers. Are
there programs and/or staff members
who have to go? Focus first on the people
affected — providers and recipients alike.
Be present to them. This is when, as Pope
Francis urged, you get “the smell of the
sheep” on your hands. It may not be the
most important part of the priesthood, but
it is the most important part of pastoring.

Let people vent. For some, it will be
therapeutic. For others (as you surely
know), it will be habitual. Do everything
you can to let love win. Don't let their an-



ger define your relationships. Remember,
anger nearly always masks pain. Try to
provide a safe place where the pain can
surface. Then try to help heal it. Feel their
pain. Wear it. But don't let it become per-
sonal.

If cutbacks are happening, leave time
and space for grief. And remember its
stages: denial, anger, bargaining and de-
pression all come before acceptance. The
process takes time. There are relapses.
Help people work their way through it.
And recognize that, sadly, not everyone
will get there.

Moving Mountains

Some years ago, I was teaching Je-
sus-like leadership to a diocesan ministry
formation class. 1 asked class members
to talk about their very best leaders. One
woman said the best leader she ever had
was a person who had let her go. I listened
for a trace of sarcasm but didn’t detect any.
Mystified, I asked her to elaborate.

The higher-ups in the big company
she had worked for decided to shut down
her department. Her boss shared the
heartbreak. But he then got everyone on
board with the goal to help one another
find other jobs — and not just other jobs,
but better ones. In the end, they achieved
their goal. She was forever grateful — for
the better job and for the model of effec-
tive and caring leadership her boss had
bequeathed to her.

In Matthew 17:20, we hear Jesus tell
his disciples that faith as small as a mus-
tard seed can move mountains. Surely, our
faith can handle more modest tasks, even
when they are incredibly difficult. It's al-
ways good to remember we never proceed
alone. TP

OWEN PHELPS, Ph.D., is executive director of
the Yeshua Catholic International Leadership
Institute and author of the book “The Catholic
Vision for Leading Like Jesus: Introducing S3
Leadership — Servant, Steward, Shepherd”
(OSV; $15.95).

Priests are entrusted in a
special way with the mission to
offer Christ’s mercy.

Project Rachel Ministry is a diocesan-based
ministry of healing and reconciliation for
women and men suffering due to abortion.

“When we met, Father Tom* was incredible, and 1

poured out my heart for nearly two hours telling him 1
didn’t know what I believed. That was o.k. Everyt
was going to be 0.k. I knew I wanted to have faith—
ike his that seemed to come with true light ar

Peace starts here
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When the world was in the depths of
despair with the COVID-19 pandemic,
Pope Francis, on March 27, 2020, present-
ed an extraordinary moment of prayer in
St. Peter’s Basilica. On that day, the world
prayed with the pope and was inspired by
his reflections. The prayer service from
that dark, rainy and mournful night, will

long be etched in the memories of the
faithful throughout the world.

Why Are You Afraid? Have You No
Faith: The World Facing Pandemic (OSV,
$19.95) highlights the prayers and medita-
tions of the prayer service. Who will forget
the pope’s words of encouragement? “Just
like those disciples, who spoke anxiously
with one voice saying ‘We are perishing’ (v.
38), so we too have realized that we cannot

go on thinking of ourselves, but only to-
gether can we do this.” The pope reminded
us of Jesus” words: “When [Jesus] wakes
up [in the boat], after calming the wind
and waters, he turns to the disciples in a
reproaching voice: ‘Why are you afraid?
Have you no faith?’ (v. 40)”

The prayers and reflections are ac-
companied throughout the first half of
the book by vivid photos, thus making the
book a reflective piece in times of tribula-
tion and a keepsake.

The book’s second part is devoted to
reflections, catechesis and homilies for
Masses throughout the pandemic.

“Why Are You Afraid” is produced by
the Libreria Editrce Vaticana and edited
by the Dicastery for Communication.

Prayers and Reflections from the COVID-19 Pandemic
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The Center for Continuing Formation

St. Mary’s Seminary and University

Baltimore, MD

Becoming a Pastor

A six-day conference for priests about to become
pastors or priests recently appointed to the pastorate
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Topics to be considered and discussed include the following:

® The pastor as person
® The pastor as steward

® The pastor as community leader
® The pastor as administrator

e The pastor as ])riest

For information and registration go to our website,

www.stmarys.edu or Email: kkoronios@stmarys.edu

To have a conversation about the

410-864-4102 or speak with Msgr.

bgram, contact the Center at

avid Fulton at 908-256-2639
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Finding Freedom and Fulfillment
in Christ

Father Dave
Pivonka, TOR, in
Living Metanoia:

Promoting the Real Presence

In Real Presence: What Does It Mean and Why Does It
Matter? (Ave Maria Press, $14.95), author Timothy P. O'Malley
clears up some confusion by explaining the biblical origins and
long tradition of the Church’s doctrines of the Real Presence and
transubstantiation. The book, part of the Engaging Catholicism Finding Freedom
series from the McGrath Institute for Church Life at the Universi- and  Fulfillment
ty of Notre Dame, can be a helpful resource for all Catholics. in Christ (0SV,
$18.95),  explores
the command, “Re- :
pent and believe in the Gospel” Re-
pent, or “metanoia” in the Greek sense

LiviWGg
METAMNDIA

iDD St. Dominic’s Way of Life

One could say the 21st century remains in need of the
witness and ministry of St. Dominic, a saint who did not leave a de- of the word, means to change, to turn,
to think differently. Father Pivonka en-
courages readers to go deeper in their
relationship with Jesus. Rather than
thinking of Jesus in terms of who we
think he is or who we want him to be,

Father Pavonka explores who Jesus ac-

posit of writings yet offers a rich approach to Christian living, Fathers
Patrick Mary Briscoe, OP, and Jacob Bertrand Janczyk, OP, co-wrote
Saint Dominic’s Way of Life: A Path to Knowing and Loving God
(OSV, $15.95), which highlights the saint’s deep spirituality through
his dedication to prayer, penance, the Word of God and love of neigh-
bor. St. Dominic can help draw readers into the reality where one

seeks and asks: What is good? What is justice? What is love? tually is.
Our Youth and Young Adults are aliness OFR%,
leaving the Faith at an alarming rate! ¥* g

CARA has reported that some Youth leave as early as 10
years of age! Why? Because they believe that Catholicism
is incompatible with what they are learning about Reality
in the media and in school.

Now a book is available, written in a conversational way, ‘.PC%-
which helps to show that Science is but a segment of 4/
Reality as, also, is Faith. Together, the Truths of Faith and c\€ -
Science provide the FULLNESS OF REALITY, and answers

the WHO, WHAT, WHY, and HOW of our very existence. How Partial Truths ure the
This book includes a Q & A format after each chapter and Unian of Feithel '

can be used for various study groups. It will provide
information for your Parish that secular society neglects

DavidY. Keys, Ph.D.

to say.

Available online at En Route Books & Media (https://enroutebooksandmedia.com), at Amazon.com, and
at other major web bookstores. SUBSCRIBE NOW at En Route Books & Media to participate in a free
webinar on this book and to order your copy today! https://enroutebooksandmedia.com/fullnessofreality/
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HOMILY HELPS

October 3, 2021 | Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

A CREATOR'S LOVE

Today’s first reading tells us something very significant about
our Creator. I think that it is often overlooked that after God
has fashioned the first human being from the dust of the earth,
the Lord senses the loneliness and alienation that is “not good”
God then goes through a kind of checklist of creation until arriv-
ing at a “suitable partner”

It is as if the divine impulse coming from the Creator is fash-
ioning what Pope Francis has called “our common home.” It is lit-
erally a holy, empathic imag-
ination that builds from the
ground up as the first remedy
for our essential loneliness,
which ultimately leads God
to create a life partner for
the first human being. All of
creation comes from the Cre-
ator’s love for the first human
being.

Adam is unique among
humanity because he was cre-
ated directly by God without
mediation. The rest of creation — the earth itself and its inhabi-
tants — comes as a complete gift for humanity through our inter-
action with one another and creation. As the pope says in Laudato
Si, “Our very bodies are made up of her [the earth’s] elements, we
breathe her air and receive life and refreshment form her waters”
(No. 2).

Surely, we must sense the divine empathy coursing through
the course of salvation history as we contemplate Respect Life
Sunday. The alienation of sin — the sense that we are cut off from
God — moves God to surrender his very self as a complete and to-
tal self-gift. As we heard today in the Letter to the Hebrews, “He is
not ashamed to call them ‘brothers.” Christ reconciled all things

QUESTIONS
to ponder:

* How does my celibacy participate in co-creation?
* How do | respect life, including my own?
* How does my prayer anticipate the Kingdom?

OPENING the Word
First Reading: Gn 2:18-24

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6
Second Reading: Heb 2:9-11
Gospel: Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12

in himself in perfect unity so that we might live in the peace of
reconciliation. The passion, death and resurrection of Jesus, of
course, becomes the indelible print on creation, moving from
alienation to fulfillment.

All creation has been made one in Christ, meaning there is a
binding moral obligation for the care of every living being in our
‘common home,” and to respect life from conception to natural
death.

Jesus’ confrontation with
religious leadership discloses
his ability to grasp the Father’s
kingdom as one, certainly clear

in the Gospel today.
The Lord recognizes that
self-exile, self-alienation or

hardness of heart can only be
answered by a radical open-
ness to the kingdom.

That response means re-
ceiving the Kingdom as a child,
long before our heart becomes
hardened by rejecting the “suitable partner” that God’s mysteri-
ous will has intended for us.

Remembering God’s care for creation invariably brings us to
the locus point of our own lives where Christ dwells in our bap-
tism. Each day, our call is to recognize the signs of our own long-
ing to be closer to the God who made us, seeing in those closest
to us — and indeed all of creation — an invitation to co-create in
grace with Christ the work the Creator has begun.

Homily Helps for the September 2021 issue were written by FATHER
GUERRIC DeBONA, OSB, professor of homiletics and director of spiri-
tual formation at St. Meinrad Seminary and School of Theology.

THEMES
to consider:

1 God loves us from the moment of creation
1 Jesus has saved us from the alienation of sin
0 Hardness of heart turns us away from God
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HOMILY HELPS

October 10, 2021 | Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

THE ABIDING WORD

Information has quickly become a disposable commodity. The
news breaks, and then it is forgotten until the next info cycle.
As ministers of the Gospel to God’s holy people, we can fall prey
to treating the Word of God as yet one more message to be con-
sumed and passed along rather than savored as a sharing in di-
vine power. To recognize that the word is “a lamp for my feet, / a
light for my path” (Ps 119:105) as lectio divina is to grow in a trust in
God’s promise to abide with us. Wisdom does not break into cy-
cles and disappear; it endures
in the community of love. The
tradition of sacred Scripture

the Word, which is “sharper than any two-edged sword.” This
progress amounts to what has been called the “fear of the Lord,’
a recognition that God is everywhere present in our lives, as St.
Benedict designs it for his monks in the first step in the Ladder of
Humility. Psalm 139 explains that everywhere presentness: “Be-
hind and before you encircle me / and rest your hand upon me”
(. 5).

If there were an icon for the Word reading us, I think that I
would nominate today’s Gos-
pel as the first exhibit. The
young man comes disposed

that undergirds Judeo-Chris-
tian history maintains that
God’s word dwells among the
upright of heart and comes
daily to those who wait faith-
fully to receive the wisdom of
the Lord in prayer.

OPENING the Word
First Reading: Wis 7:7-11

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17
Second Reading: Heb 4:12-13
Gospel: Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27

to interpret the Law, genuine-
ly open to the Word. But Jesus
pushes his relationship deeper
with the simple phrase: “No
one is good but God alone”
This is the invitation not
just to interpret the Law, but

Unlike receiving a string
of information, I think deep
reading comes when we ask
the Word to read us. Conversion after conversion occurs with the
great saints who put themselves at the disposal of the Word of
God with the exclamation, “Speak to me, Lord!”

As we are reminded in the first reading, we have to ask for
that which is mysterious when we hear, “I prayed, and prudence
was given me; / I pleaded, and the spirit of wisdom came to me.
Like any relationship, our intimacy with God increases the more
vulnerable we become in prayer, allowing us to be the object of

QUESTIONS
to ponder:

* Does my priestly ministry involve building a wis-
dom community? How?

e How does it feel when the Word comes to me like
a "two-edged sword"?

* Who helps to mentor me with the wisdom of the
Word?
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rather to a discipleship in
which the Word interprets
him. This counterintuitive re-
versal threatens to overwhelm him since it calls not for having
all our ducks in a row from our youth, but embracing true pover-
ty of spirit and abandonment in faith. No wonder he went away
sad; he just could not let go of the chance to get a glimpse of the
Kingdom. As we seek the one thing necessary, we might find that
we need to ponder the wisdom of our relationship with the living
God. Perhaps the Word among us can discover us, today waiting
for an answer.

THEMES
to consider:

O Information comes and goes, but wisdom builds
relationship

1 The Word of God reads us like a book of love

0 Letting go of what binds us frees us for life in the
Kingdom



HOMILY HELPS

October 17, 2021 | Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

MERCIFUL JESUS

od has already answered our deepest prayer. I mean that

God has already shown us his love and our continual life-
breath moves along the lines of something like today’s responso-
rial refrain: “Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust
in you” God’'s mercy has been present from the beginning, man-
ifested definitively because we have “a great high priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God.” In asking God
for his mercy we are begging the Lord to let us see Jesus every day
of our lives in ways that will
help us trust in the providence
of divine assistance.

We know that the ear-
ly Church community was
discovering ways to embody
God’s mercy through the rich
Jewish tradition of worship
and Scripture, representing
Jesus as the great high priest,
who, like us has “been tested
in every way, yet without sin”’
Israel’s own identity as the suf-
fering servant, four songs of which appear in the Book of Isaiah,
came to represent another dimension of Christ, the high priest, as
the one who suffered for his people as the intercessor for all time.

Today’s first reading is an echo of Holy Week, disclosing to us
the suffering Christ: “Through his suffering, my servant shall jus-
tify many, / and their guilt he shall bear” As a Church community,

QUESTIONS
to ponder:

* How does my ministry manifest Christ as the suf-
fering servant?

e Does my clerical status hold me back from true
service?

e Can | name a divine mercy in my life each day?

OPENING the Word
First Reading: Is 53:10-11

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22
Second Reading: Heb 4:14-16
Gospel: Mk 10:35-45 or 10:42-45

we celebrate the liturgical tradition of the passion, death and res-
urrection of Christ once a year, but where is the suffering servant
the rest of the time? Are we, like the sons of Zebedee, James and
John, more interested in the corridors of power than a call to alife
of service to God and others without much recognition?

This is a lifelong question for many priests, and it is not an
easy one to answer. Somehow, even those closest to Jesus missed
the reality of a suffering servant, thinking that they were really
called to share in messianic
glory rather than to be poured
out like a libation for others.
This attitude may be an apos-
tolic legacy we had not count-
ed on from our ordination.

If our Achilles heel is
thinking that we are entitled to
sit at Christ’s left or his right,
then we might consider the
mercy we have been shown
rather than the credit we be-
lieve we deserve from minis-
tering to God’s people. The gift of the parish is serving those who
are ungrateful, both cheerfully and faithfully. It is there that we
will find the hidden presence of Christ, who seeks not glory but
the will of the Father. That does mean a graced determination is
needed to be mindful of the mercy God endlessly shows to me
and to those I serve.

THEMES
to consider:

o
0 Christ suffers as our servant every day of the year
1 God's mercy will discover us in unexpected ways
1 The Lord intercedes for us in ways that we will
never know
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HOMILY HELPS

October 24, 2021 | Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

NEW COVENANT

Artistic representations of the prophet Jeremiah, such as
those by Michelangelo or Rembrandt, typically render this
major figure of the Hebrew Scriptures with his head bowed down
in grief, pondering the fate of his people facing the Exile. Jeremiah
rightly deserves the title “weeping prophet.”

But we would never guess that reputation from today’s first
reading. We find ourselves in an utterly different space than the
previous 30 chapters in the Book of Jeremiah. While we have
faced a prophetic voice that
ranged from dark despair to
disgust at the Chosen People’s
apostasy and idolatry, we have
now stepped into a wonder-
land of forgiveness and grace,
undeserved and unmerited.
It is no wonder that patristic
interpreters have judged this
passage a kind of prelude to
the New Covenant, an antic-
ipation of God’s gracious gift
in Christ.

“Twill lead them to brooks of water, / on a level road, so that
none shall stumble.” This small but powerful claim certainly stirs
the Christian imagination to ponder the Sacrament of Baptism.
It is Christ himself who has given his Church those waters, by the
blood and water flowing from his side. This is the New Covenant,
of course, taking us out of the exile of our wandering into sin, the
fundamental marginalization of humankind, back to the heart of

QUESTIONS
to ponder:

e What do | really want from God?

e Am | threatened by needing to ask the Lord to
remove my blindness?

* Dol live as if | have been redeemed by the New
Covenant?

88 The Priest September 2021

OPENING the Word
First Reading: Jer 31:7-9

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6
Second Reading: Heb 5:1-6
Gospel: Mk 10:46-52

love. We are no longer slaves but children of God, not based on
our merits but Christ’s.

I cannot help but think that a concrete representation of this
New Covenant comes into view with a question put to Bartimae-
us from Jesus: “What do you want me to do for you?” Scholars tell
us that because this street person has a name he might have once
been a prominent person in his community. Maybe he was once
somebody, but now he is a blind nobody who matters because
Jesus has affirmed his human-
ity by asking him to claim his
desire. “I want to see,” he pro-
nounces. Sound familiar? It
should.

The minister of Christian
baptism asks those seeking the
sacrament what it is they de-
sire? They need to hear what
they have come for. The Lord
wants to hear what we want so
that he can deliver on a prom-
ise.

This profession of desire, I reckon, is key to the New Covenant
because it means entering into a relationship as a child of God.
Those who are experiencing blocks in prayer would do well to re-
peat the words of Bartimaeus: “Son of David, have pity on me. ...
Twant to see.” If we want to seek God, then we will have to ask
for insight and for our blindness to be removed. The God of all
mercies is asking us to do so.

THEMES
to consider:

&
1 We only have to ask for the Lord to erase our
blindness
1 God has shown us his mercy and love. Do we?
1 What is “new” about my covenant with the
Lord?



HOMILY HELPS

October 31, 2021 | Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

CALL TO WORSHIP

he call to prayer was a hallmark in antiquity, a signal that the

community of believers was forming for worship. The adan is
the Islamic invitation to pray at particular periods during the day.
The Shema (alluded to in today’s readings) was recited in ancient
Israel as the summons to the prayer of the heart, the focal point
of the life of prayer. The use of bells in many Christian churches
remains the legacy of these ancient calls to worship.

For thousands of years, the faithful believer has turned to-
ward an activity that involves
neither self-interest nor profit;
itis the sound that gathers the
pious in the name of the holy.
In a certain sense, all true be-
lievers respond with the re-
frain of today’s responsorial
psalm: “T love you, Lord, my
strength.”

In the Rule of St. Benedict,
the author tells his monks
that each member of the com-
munity should set aside what-
ever he is doing and make with haste and gravity to the oratory
(cf. Chapter 43). Why? It is because “nothing is to be preferred to
the work of God.”

We might say that Christ himself gathers us in prayer. That
the vox Dei summons us to Eucharist each Sunday could not be
clearer, since the liturgy itself tells us that it is at Christ’s com-
mand that “we celebrate this Eucharist.” All else can wait because
the “source and summit” of the life of the Church, the very heart-
beat of the People of God, has been set in motion by the Lord’s

QUESTIONS
to ponder:

e What is at the core of my faith?
* How does this central belief drive my day?
* Who or what calls me to gather my prayer?

OPENING the Word
First Reading: Dt 6:2-6

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51
Second Reading: Heb 7:23-28
Gospel: Mk 12:28-34

voice. Our worship becomes the affirmation of a baptismal com-
mitment to love God with all our heart and to love our neighbors
as ourselves. How else do we hope to taste from the banquet of
the Kingdom?

The Christian call to prayer and its response becomes the tan-
gible witness to the worship of God and love of neighbor. Christ
brings together his Church. If we are to take the Letter to the He-
brews at its most basic level, at its broadest reach, then Jesus the
high priest intercedes for us
absolutely and continually as
the eternal one; he ministers
to us precisely as vox Dei, ask-
ing us to prefer nothing to the
love of God and to lay down
our lives in loving service for
one another.

“There is no other com-
mandment greater than these,’
Jesus tells the scribe. The Lord
might be encountering one of
us in a similar scene, sharing
with his disciples his wisdom drawn from the tradition of Israel.
This particular exchange between Jesus and the scribe suggests
that the Word becomes the gateway to the ages, reminding us of
our fundamental priority. It is comforting to think of ourselves
as part of the countless men and women of different religious
traditions, languages and historical backgrounds listening to the
same voice to summon them to prayer. The pitch of that call may
have varied through the ages, but the direction has remained the
same.

THEMES
to consider:

&
3 Christ gathers his Church, and we respond in
gratitude
1 The Lord is our strength
3 Christ never stops calling us to sanctification in
love and service
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THE LAST LAUGH

By Father Michael Ackerman

New Beginnings

Seeing things through, even amid our stubborn opposition

New beginnings can be especially challenging, but they can
also be great periods of renewal. As a school chaplain, I have often
greeted students at the beginning of the year as they stepped off
the bus, eager to begin learning ... well, usually.

One particular year, a third grader was not the least bit ex-
cited to be back to school. He stood in front of the school with
his arms crossed. “I hate school!”

‘Saving Private Ryan, imagining I was storming Normandy.” He
went on to be very successful at that assignment despite the in-
auspicious start. His attitude, serenity and trust in God, no doubt,

sustained him all the way.
Some years ago, [ was given the book “Searching for and Main-
taining Peace” (Alba House, $7.95) by Father Jacques Philippe,
and I have often referred

I heard him say, “and I'm not going
in!” His mother desperately tried to
plead with him, as did his teacher
and several of his peers, but he was
having none of it. I actually began to
imagine them wheeling him into the
school like Dr. Hannibal Lecter from
“Silence of the Lambs,” kicking and
screaming the whole way.

A little incentive broke his will.
There was an announcement made
that an ice-cream truck was coming
during the lunch periods for stu-
dents. By the time that recess ended,
he was the happiest child in the class

I have often reflected upon the words
of Venerable Francis Libermann:
“Don’t ever allow yourself to become
upset by your misfortunes. In face
of your misery, should you find
yourselfin this situation by the will
of God, remain humble and lowly
before God and be at great peace.”

to it during difficult mo-
ments. I have often re-
flected upon the words
of Venerable Francis
Libermann, as quot-
ed in the book: “Don’t
ever allow yourself to
become upset by your
misfortunes. In face of
your misery, should you
find yourself in this situ-
ation by the will of God,
remain humble and low-
ly before God and be at
great peace”

and triumphantly declared that he
was coming back tomorrow.

As amusing as this story is, times
of change and transition can be-
come contentious. I have a priest friend who told me that when
he was named a new pastor, the outgoing pastor refused to leave.
He was not happy with being transferred and did not move one
single thing out of the rectory. Eventually, the vicar for clergy had
to intervene and liberate the rectory.

It was a very difficult and divisive situation for my friend to
be in, but he took everything in stride. “Howd you resolve this
situation?” I asked him. “Prayer;” was his response, and “watching

90 The Priest September 2021

I am fairly certain
Libermann was not
thinking of third graders,
belligerent pastors or
parish and diocesan meetings when he wrote this, but it certainly
does fit for so many occasions. God is teaching us many things in
our new beginnings and our struggles, but he always sees things
through, even in the midst of our stubborn opposition. TP

FATHER MICHAEL ACKERMAN is the parochial vicar at the parish
grouping of Holy Sepulcher in Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania, and

St. Kilian in Butler, Pennsylvania.



The world reopens and
Pilgrimage is Back!

Many parish priests have already begun planning pilgrimages for 2021/22
and excited parishioners are enthusiastically signing on-board!

After the last year, we could all use a spiritual lift.
Give your parishioners something fabulous to look forward to!

Begin planning your pilgrimage for 2021/2022 now!

The light at the end of the tunnel!

Many of your fellow priests have already recognized the
desperate desire their parishioners have to shake off the
confines of the past year. The time has finally arrived to hit
the road on a brand new journey of faith and renewal! As a
result, they’ve already begun planning the spiritual adventures
of a lifetime for 2021 and 2022. And with Unitours...

...hosting couldn’t be easier!

Unitours makes hosting a pilgrimage super easy on you.

Just tell us where you would like to go with your parishioners,
and what you would like to see. We'll customize your
itinerary and finalize all the arrangements. We'll handle
every detail for you!

“I will be leading a pilgrimage this fall. People want to continue
deepening their relationship with Jesus Christ and a pilgrimage
is an ideal way to make this happen. People already feel safer
and more confident about traveling. I encourage anyone who is
considering leading a pilgrimage to do so.”

Fr. Joe Archdiocese of Boston

ESTABLISHED 1957

NITOURS, ...
Call 800.777.7432

to begin your journey, or email us at:
Info@Unitours.com

Visit us at www.Unitours.com




BUILD YOUR
FUTURE WITH OSV

OSV is here to help your parish
reach and exceed your goals.

OSV'’s proven capital campaign solution provides your
parish with flexibility. Our product and service offerings
combine the use of technology with communication
programs and without added or hidden costs. The 8-10
week solution includes consulting, design, printing,
shipping, and postage. Whether your parish is looking to
get started on new buildings, facilities upgrades,
expansion projects, or debt reduction, our consultant
will guide your parish in determining how to best adapt
materials to your parish needs.

L)
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« Realize goals of up to 3 times the annual offertory

» Revitalize parishioner engagement

 Increase parishioner participation in parish
contributions

« Coordinate envelope and Online Giving programs

» Enjoy outstanding customer service and support

Contact us today for a free consultation!

/ Learn more at osv.com

SCAN ME
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