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- SiJEJECT- 	Ord. I Pe iPace

ANNOUNCEMENTS

-MAYOR BILLICK - noted the presence of Collier County Commissioners
John Pistor and Fred Voss

-CITY MANAGER JONES - None

REQUEST BY NAPLES WOMAN'S CLUB FOR APPROVAL TO CONSTRUCT A MONUMENT
IN CAMBIER PARE TO HONOR COLLIER COUNTY RESIDENTS WHO LOST THEIR
LIVES WHILE SERVING THEIR COUNTRY

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Workshop Meeting May 3, 1983
Regular Meeting May 4, 1983

RESOLUTIONS

-Accept drainage easement from Grand Cent. Stn. & Naples Shopping Ctr
-Approve Variance Pet. 83-V4, encroach front yard, Meister,

22 4th Ave So

-Approve Spec. Ex. Pet. 83-S5, St. Ann School, 439 9th Ave So
-Approve Spec. Ex. Pet. 83-S6, 6 , 

fence, Boyes, 380 5th Ave No
-Approve adjustments to certain sewer bills
-Approve expression of confidence - City Attorney
-Approve expression of confidence - City Manager
-Approve Notice of Sale - Revenue Bonds, CIP program

PURCHASING
-Award bid - paper & plastic disposables
-Award bid - Used automobile

FIRST READINGS
-Approve ordinance amending qrdinance 3669 - Port Royal Club
-FAILED to approve ordinance to repeal Ordinance 83-4180-rates

for water Service
-MOTION DIED to approve ordinance to repeal Ordinance 83-4181-

rates for sewer service



CITY COUNCIL MINUTE
 { __Ttegu1ar Meeting

1 OM M1! 
r Time 9:05 a.m.

• City Council Chambers o^^^ ti = w,
735 Eighth Street South ~^+ L^ Date Mav 18, 9983

Naples, Florida 33940

Mayor Billick called the meeting to order and presided as Chairman.

ROLL CALL: Present: Stanley R. Billick ITEM 2

Mayor

R. B. Anderson
Lyle S. Richardson
Harry Rothchild
Wade H. Schroeder
Randolph I. Thornton
Kenneth A. Wood

Councilmen
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Also present:
Franklin C. Jones, City Manager Steven Cramer, Chief Planner
David W. Rynders, City Attorney Randy Davis, Park &
Mark Wiltsie, Assistant to the Recreation Director

City Manager Bill Hanley, Finance
Stewart Unangst, Purchasing Director
Agent John R. McCord, City

Raymond McGhee, Equipment Engineer

Management Director Bill Savidge, Public Works
Roger Barry, Community Develop- Director
ment Director Max Hasse, Assistant Parks

Ellen P. Marshall, Deputy & Recreation Director
Clerk

See Attachment #1 - Supplemental Attendance List

INVOCATION - Rabbi Abraham Shusterman, Temple ITEM 1
Shalom

'-ANNOUNCEMENTS ITEM 3

MAYOR BILLICK - noted the presence of Collier ITEM 3-a
Commissioners Pistor and Voss in the audience.

CITY MANAGER JONES - None ITEM 3-b

REQUEST BY NAPLES WOMAN'S CLUB FOR APPROVAL TO ITEM 4
CONSTRUCT A MONUMENT IN CAMBI£R PARK TO HONOR
COLLIER COUNTY RESIDENTS WHO LOST THEIR LIVES
WHILE SERVING THEIR COUNTRY .

Mayor Billick noted the presence of Sergio and Pilar Montes
and Mrs. Vann in connection with this project. He also noted
that after Council approval was obtained, it would still be Anderson

necessary to obtain approval from the doncrsof the Cambier Richardson

Park property. Mr. Montes reviewed the monument, its Rothchild

dimensions and its location in Cambier Park. Henry Watkins, Jr., Schroeder

representing the donors of the park property, indicated his Thornton

approval and that it would be forthcoming in writing after
Bi)lireceiving a request in writing.

MOTION : To APPROVE the project as presented.

r*• se• a:•

-----------------------CONSENT AGENDA--------------------------

Mr 5 hr eder moved to approve the Consent Agenda seconded byc o _

Mr. Richardson ; however, Mr. Rothchild requested that Items 7-a
and 7-b, Purchasing Items, be removed from the Consent Agenda to
be considered individually.

r ,
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES - May 3, 1983 - Workshop ITEM 5
Meeting & May 4, 1983 - Regular Meeting —^T

---RESOLUTION 83-4271 ITEM 6

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DRAINAGE EASEMENTS FROM THE GRAD CENTRAL
STATION SHOPPIQC PLAZA PARTNERSHIP AND NAPLES SHOPPING CEN EI,
INC.; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

MOTION : To APPROVE Consent Agenda, as amended,
ADOPTING the resolution as presented.

aft *** fkt

--------------------END CONSENT AGENDA----__--------------------

---RESOLUTION 83-4272 ITEM 7-a

A RESOLUTION AWARDING THE BIDS FOR THE CITY'S A:NNUA:. RZQUIR NFNTS
FOR PAPER AND PLASTIC DISPOSAN LES; AUTHORIZING THE CITY MA.NAI R
TO ISSUE A PURuHA.SE ORDER THEREFOR; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTI.t
DATE.

Title not read by City Attorney Rynders.

MOTION : To ADOPT the resolution as presented.

4#* ii# iQ i^

---RESOLUTION 83-4273 ITf11 7-b

4nderson X
Richardson Y
Rothchild x :t
Schroeder X
Phornton X X

good X
Billick x

{7-0)

T

21 RESOLUTION AWARDING THE BID FOR ONE USED, HID-SIZE FOUR-L O;R SEDAN ;
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ISSUE A PURCHASE ORDER FOR EE BID
HEREIN AWARDED; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Title not read by City Attorney Rynders.

Mr. Anderson stated his opinion that the data given to Council
did not support the fairness and reasonableness of the price
City Manager Jones proposed to pay. Mr. Anderson further stated
that he had discussed the matter with the City Manager and
was satisfied that it was a fair and reasonable price. City
Manager Jones reviewed the manner in which the specifications

were put together.

MOTION: To ADOPT the resolution as presented.

{p*; A** **7r

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT/NAPLES ITEM 8

PLANN ING ADVISORY BOARD

---RESOLUTION 83-4274 ITEM 8-a

A P.ESDLUTION GRANTING A VARIANCE FROM THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION
5.2 F(4) OF APPENDIX 'A" - ZONING OF THE CODE O' ORDINANCES OF TEE
CITY OF NAPLES IN ORDER TO RETAIN A COVERED ENTRY AREA ATTACHED TO
AN EXISTING RESIDENCE AT 22 FOURTH AVENUE SOUTH, FNOPE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED HERE, WHICH ENTRY AREA ENCROACHES A TOTAL OF SEVEN FEET
INTO THE SUBJECT REQUIRED FRONT YARD; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

Title read by City Attorney Rynders.

Anderson X
Richardson X X
Rothchild x N
Schroeder x
Thornton X
61ood X

Billick X
(7-0)
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT/NAPLES ITEM 8 ( Cont)

PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD (Cont)

---RESOLUTION 83-4274 (Cont) ITEM 8-a Cont )

Mayor Billick noted that this petition was after the fact,
but that the Planning Advisory Board was satisfied that it
had not been done intentionally. Mr. Richardson and Mr.
Schroeder felt that the criteria for a variance had not been
met.

MOTION : To ADOPT the resolution as presented.

---RESOLUTION 83-4275 ITEM 8-b

A RESOLUTION GRANTING AN AMENDMENT TO A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED SPECIAL
EXCEPTION TO PERMIT THE CONSTRUCTION OF A MULTI-PURPOSE BUILDING
AT ST. ANN SCHOOL, 439 NINTH STREET, SOUTH, MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED HERE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Title read by City Attorney Rynders.

Mario LaMendola, representing the petitioner, addressed
Council and stated that St. Ann Church was willing to meet all
the conditions as stated.

MOTION t To ADOPT the resolution as presented stating
conditions.

04* #t# iitr

--- RESOLUTION 83-4276 ITEM 8-c

A RESOLUTION GRANTING A SPECIAL EXCEPTION IN ORDER TO RETAIN A WOOD
FENCE, APPROXIMATELY 6 FEET IN HEIGHT, WHICH HAS BEEN CONSTRUCTED

• IN A PORTION OF THE REQUIRED SIDE AND FEAR YARD SETBACK AREA AT
38Q FIFTH AVENUE NORTH; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Title read by City Attorney Rynders.

Mr. Schroeder again deplored the many requests for special
exceptions for fences that come before Council and suggested
that the Planning Advisory Board introduce an ordinance
lifting all restrictions on the height of a fence.

MOTION : To ADOPT the resolution as presented.

---ORDINANCE 83- ITEM •8-d

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 3669 WHICH APPROVED THE DEVELOP-
MENT PLAN FOR THE PORT ROYAL CLUB, SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS
ENUMERATED THEPEIN; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
PURPOSE: TO AMEND THE PREVIOUSLY APPROVED DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR
THE PONT ROYAL CLUB AT THE REQUEST OF THE PROPERTY OWNER TO PERMIT
THE RELOCATION OF PROPOSED TENNIS COURT FACILITIES SHOWN IN SAID
PLAN.

Title read by City Attorney Rynders.

City Attorney Rynders noted that since the previous development
plan was approved as part of an ordinance, an ordinance was
necessary to effect this change. Ho futher noted
that the additional requests would be covered in a resolution

-3-
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT/NAPLES ITEM 8 (Cont)
PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD

---ORDINANCE 83- (Cont) ITEM 8-d (Cont )

to be presented at the next meeting. Mayor Billick asked if

Council would be asked to drop the restriction of the use

of alcoholic beverages in the proposed structure on the east

Side of Gordon Drive. Roger Barry, Community Development

Director, responded that this was not the intent, but if
Council chose, they could make a prohibition of alcoholic

beverages a condition of the up-coming resolution. Mayor
Billick indicated his intention to do so.

MOTION : To APPROVE the ordinance on First Reading.

iii

---RESOLUTION 83-4277 ITEM 9

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZrNG ADJUS'rKENTS TO CUSTOMETS BILLED FOR SEWER
SERVICE UND`:R THE NEW RATE STRUCTURE ADOPTED ON JANUARY 5, 1983,
IN THE FORM OF A CREDIT ON FUTURE BILLINGS; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.:

Title read by City Attorney Rynders.

MOTION : To ADOPT the resolution as presented.

. FIRST READINGS ITEM 10

---ORDINANCE 83- ITEM 10-a

I

r

AR ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 83-4180 RELATING TO RATES FOR
WATER SERVICE WHICH AMENDED SECTION 26-8, ENTITLED 'RATE SCHEDULE.•
OF THE.CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF NAPLES: AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.
PURPOSE: TO REVOKE THE AMENDMENTS TO THE PREVIOUSLY EXISTING
WATER SERVICE RATES AND THEREBY REINSTATE RATES EFFECTIVE PRIOR
TO JANUARY 5, 1983.

Title read by City Attorney Rynders.

Mr. Rothchild made a motion to approve the proposed ordinance
on First. Reading . Although there was no second to the motion,
Mayor Billick stated he would allow discussion because several

people were present to address the issue. Frank Lualdi, citi-

zen, addressed Council at length about the water-sewer rate

situation. In Mr. Lualdi's statment he cited his dissatis-
faction with the reception he received from City Manager Jones

and City Attorney Rynders when he sought adjustment of his

water billing and registered his complaints about the lack of

public notice. He stated he wanted a refund on the retroactive
billing and he wanted the rate ordinances revoked. He also

stated he believed the ordinances to be illegal because resi-

dents were not properly notified and reviewed what he said were
inconsistencies in the first billing under the new rates.

Mr. Anderson noted that with a constriction device to adapt his
meter to a smaller size, Mr. Lualdi's bill increased by just
$5.00.
!i# A#f •#i

Break: Recessed - 10:25 a.m. Reconvened - 10:37 a.m.

At Mayor Billick's request, Mr. Lualdi refrained from completing

the reading of his entire prepared statement but requested that
it be made a part of the record (Attachment 12). He concluded
by again requesting that the rate ordinances be revoked and that

-4-
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Anderson X
Richardson X
Rothchild X X

Schroeder Y
Thornton x
Wood X

Billick x X
(1-6)
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CITY OF NAPLES,' FLORIDA
M S A
0 E B90 City Council Minutes Date May 18 , 198

FIRST READINGS (Cont) ITEM 10 (Cont)

---ORDINANCE 83 -	ITEM 10-a (Cont)

Council begin the rate-making process again. If this was not
done, he stated he would go to the Governor or the courts.
Henry Watkins, Jr., owner of The Beach Club Hotel, stated that
he felt the Council should have been aware that there had not
been sufficient public notification and added that if he were
on Council, he would see to it that the ordinances were repealed
and started from "square one Mayor Billick pointed out that
the new ordinances were radical changes, but that corrections to
the system for billing the new rates were being made and would
continue to be made to bring everything into line. He felt that
repealing them at this time would create more confusion and
chaos than working to straighten them out. Werner Hart, citizen,
noted the patience exhibited by the staff in the water depart-
ment with respect to his bill and stated that he hoped the
confusion could be eliminated soon. Citizen Jim McGrath sug-
gested repealing the ordinances and beginning again. Gil
Blanquart, citizen, spoke in support of billing based on meter
size. Another citizen, Fred White, noted the cooperation he
had received from the water department in helping him under-
stand his water bill and said that he was happy with the new
rates. Local businessman, J. Sandy Scatena, addressed Council
and asked that his statement and 25 exhibits be made a part of
the record (Attachment #3). He also spoke in support of repeal-
ing the existing ordinances on the water and sewer rates.
After determining that there were no more people to speak on
the issue, Ma or Billick seconded the motion to approve the
ordinance on First Reading so that a roll call vote could be
taken. Mr. Rothchild asked Public works Director Bill Savidge

_,_ too respond to questions regarding Mr. Savidge's memorandum to
the City Manager dated March 4, 1983, addressing his questions
on the new rates. Mr. Savidge noted that he would meet with
the rate consultant at a later date to discuss them. In
answer to questions from Messrs. Lualdi and Rothchild, Mr.
Savidge confirmed that he had not spoken at the First or
Second Readings of the water and sewer rate increase ordinances.

MOTION: To APPROVE the proposed ordinance on First Reading

cra A+x ore

---ORDINANCE 83 - ITEM 10-b

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE NO, 83-4191 RELATING TO RATES AND
CHARGES FOR SEWER SERVICE WHICII ANEDND SECTION 11-3.3, ENTITLED

°SEWER SERVICE - RATES AND CHARGES," OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF
THE CITY OF NT 5LES: AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
PURPOSE: TO kdVOKE THE ANENDMFNTS TO THE PREVIOUSLY EXISTING
SEWER SERVICE RATES AND THEREBY REINSTATE RATES EFFECTIVE PRIOR
TO JANUARY 5, 1983.

Title read by City Attorney Rynders.

Mr. Rothchild moved for approval of the proposed ordinance on
First Reading. There being no second to the motion, Mayor

Billick ruled the motion dead.

Rf^ !iR •ir 11

-5-
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---RESOLUTION 83-4278 ITEM 11

1

.

_ s

A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING CONFIDENCE IN THE CITY ATTORNEY; A14D
IROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Title read by Mayor Billick.

Mr. Wood moved adoption of the above titled resolution, se conded
by Mr. Thornton . Citizens Gilbert Weil, Clayton Sicg, Charles
Reinbolt, Arndt Mueller, Gilbert Blanquart, Daniel Spina, and
Mae Davis spoke in support of both City Attorney Rynders and
City Manager Jones, whose vote of confidence was shown under a
separate resolution. Mayor Billick read a letter from Edwin
Putzell, former chairman of the Airport Authority, in support
the City Attorney (Attachment #4). Mr. Anderson made a statement
in support of the City Attorney. Citizens John Smith and J.
Sandy Scatena spoke against approval of the resolution of confi

dence; and Frank Lualdi, citizen, presented a copy of a statement
which he did not read in its entirety (Attachment #5). Mr.
Lualdi questioned the City Manager about instances when two
councilmen were in his office at the same time and were dis-
cussing City business. City Manager Jones confirmed that this
had occurred on more than one occasion. Mr. Richardson then
read a brief statement in support of the present staff leader-
ship (Attachment #6), and Mr. Rothchild reviewed his reasons
for not supporting the resolution. Mr. Anderson read a state-
merit supporting both the City Attorney and the City Manager
and berating Mr. Rothchild for his actions (Attachment #7).
Mr_ Thornton read an editorial from the "Naples Daily News"
dated April 11, 1982, that was critical of Mr_ Rothchild's
previous behavior during Council meetings (Attachment #8).
Mr. Wood suggested that Council vote on both resolutions at
the same time and withdrew his motion to approve the single
above titled resolution.

---RESOLUTION 83-4279 ITEM 11

A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING CONFIDENCE IN THE CITY MANAGER; AND PROVIDINGI
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Title not read.

MOTION : "To extend the vote of confidence and APPROVE the
resolutions both with regard to David Rynders and
Frank Jones."

Mr. Scatena objected to action being taken on both resolutions
inasmuch as he had not had an opportunity to speak on the one
regarding City Manager Jones.

a^,r trr •^•

T
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COUNCIL
MEMBERS

--- RESOLUTION 83-4280 ITEM 12

A RESOLUTION FIXING THE DATE, HATURITY
SCHEDULE AND REDEMPTION PROVISIONS FOR
$2,335,000 PUBLIC SERVICE TAX REVENUE BONDS,
SERIES 1983, OF THE CITY OF NAPLES, FLORIDA;
AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SUCH BONDS AT PUBLIC
SALE; AUTHORIZING THE PREPARATION OF THE
OFFICIAL STATEMENT FOR THE BONDS; AND PRO -
VIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Title read by City Attorney Rynders.

City Manager Jones explained that the projects proposed for
funding by this bond issue were large road re-building projects
that would be of benefit to the City, as well as two other capi-
tal expenditures for which there was no revenue sources; i.e.
expansion of the Public Safety Building and construction of a
refuse transfer station. He noted the savings that could be
achieved by issuing these bonds prior to July 1, 1983,because
of pending bond legislation. James McGrath, citizen, asked
about the cost of doing the road work in-house. The City
Manager explained that cost comparisons made on each project
confirmed the advisability of contracting the work, but evalu-
ation of these projects would continue. He added that as long
as the contracting costs were less or comparable to doing the
work in-house, it would be less beneficial to the City to expand
its staff than to contract the work. In response to another
question from Mr. McGrath about accepting bids for financial
consultant services, City Attorney Rynders noted that compe-
titive bidding was not required in this case. Councilman
Anderson also explained that savings achieved by issuing the
bonds prior to July 1 more than offset any savings which
might be obtained through competitive bidding. Mr. McGrath
than brought up the subject of the controversey surrounding

• the recent bond issue by the Collier County Commission.
Mayor Billick stated that this was not the same situation
because the Commission had hired a financial advisor to help
them decide to whom to award the bid for their bonds.
Another citizen, Gilbert Blanquart, question the City's

• f
l reasons for issuing the bonds prior to July 1, and also noted

that the City's decision to compact the road work was to save
money. He said that he felt prices and interest rates might
go even lower in the future than the current trend had shown

• so far. City Attorney Rynders then noted corrections neces-
sary in the proposed resolution in Council's packet: "appeal

• period will expire" (page 1); "public sale on June 1, 1983 "
(pp. 1, 3, 7 and 9); "The City has applied for a commitment
from the Municipal Bond Insurance Association (MBIA) for a
policy of insurance on the bonds" (page 4); and changing
the address from which copies of the Official Statement may
be obtained to "P.O. Box 12529, St. Petersburg, Florida

Anderson
33733" and adding their telephone number (page 6). Courtland

Richardson
Rudolph, representative of Arch Roberts & Company, Inc., Rothchildfiscal agents -, stated that he did not foresee any problem with Schroederobatining the MBIA insurance.

Thornton

MOTION: To ADOPT the resolution as corrected by City
Wood
BillickAttorney Rynders,
(6-1)

9000P.m..m.

anley illick, Mayor
Janet Cason ,
Ci Cler

Ellen P. Marshall
Deputy Clerk

These minutes of the Naples City Council approve d. - f.J'3
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ATTACHMENT #1 93

Supplemental Attendance List - Regular Meeting 05/18/83

Rabbi Abraham Shusterman Aubrey M. Evans
Charles Andrews John Lowrey
Walter Olson Clayton Bigg
Mr. & Mrs. Sergio Montes William H. Morse
Frank Lualdi Ed Kant
Fred Voss Daniel Spina
Charles Meyer Mr. & Mrs. Richard Grant
Tish Gray Lloyd Sarty
Robert Schroer Henry Watkins, Jr.
Edward Hannam Willie Anthony
Regina McInerney Fr. Thomas Goggin
Elizabeth Brown Arndt Mueller
Mario LaMendola John Pistor
Sam Aronoff Howard Hugus
Bob Russell Anita Utter

Mrs. Vann

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Chamberlain
Dennis Lynch
Gilbert Blanquart
Mr. & Mrs. John Smith
Edward A. Twerdahl
Arnold Lamm
J. Sandy Scatena
Gilbert Well
Jim McGrath
Alice Bowling
Tom Morgan
Clarence Perry
Jim Weigle
Cortland Rudolph
Herb Anderson

News Media:

Laurie Fugitt, TV-9
Susan Gardner, TV-9
Ben Garrett, TV-20 WBBH
Bob Hansen, TV-20 WBBH

James Moses, Naples Daily News
Denes [lusty, News Press
Gary Arnold, TV-26 WEVU

Jeff Leen, Miami Herald

ii

Other interested citizens and visitors.

-8-
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ATTAC%1F-NT ^ 3 - paq G 3 //^57

7N ORDI hr'CE MATZO TO RLTES )'Olt r
•? %T] R "f'fiVlCl, 11 r IIlG

SECTION 7.(--L', Llll'I MED "RAT; SCH('I)L'I.l; TT ?ODE OF Ok^ MAUCES

OI' THE CITY or 1lisl'l.l:`;: /\Nl) I'ROVltalt:G I+m l:rrECTI Vi; Ij!tTF..

PURPOSE: TO REVISE TJIC RATE 1 TRUCTURL I . OR I AMM SLRVIC}: JU\TCS.

V^0W, TIn fl:FOP.D. BE IT ORDAINED BY T1U COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
Z2 PLES, 1']ORI [3i\:

SECTION 1, That Subsection (b} of Section 2G-8, entitled
"Rate Schedule", of the Code of Ordinances of
the City of t:aples is hereby amended to read
as follo> •ws:
Sec. 76-8t. "Rate Schedule".
(b) The rate structure for water service i.s comprised
of three distinct elements. Those, elements and their
definitions are:

]3i.^lin9 Cos ts : This cost is related to the number of
customers in the system and is designed to recover
the expenses of meter readings, billings, postage, etc.

q
Capacity Co sts: This is the cost of havin

g the system
in place and prepared to serve the customer. This charge
recovers all those capital expenses that are not
recovered from separate charges and the debt service
to pay the bond issues.

Commodity Costs: This is the cost of providing the
water, such as chemicals, electricity, labor, etc.

• This cost is variable and depends on consumption.

es charred by the City for water ftnised

•
- 1 ... .,r+ C)Ll:Y 77C ou 

-
S1GC 1 C C]

`
 ' ^1: ^5

. ate' a _ e it ,'' 
i  

e

Billing Capacity Commodity Cost 
Meter Size Cost Cost $.G5 per thousand Gallons

Over Minimum of

• 516° & 3/4" $1.71 $ 3.67 5,000 gallons
3" & 1;" 1.71 14.60 10,000 gallons

• 1 " ' 1.71 36.70 15,000 gallons
1.71 91.75 20,000 gal.Jons

3" 1.71 165.15 40,000 gallons
'4" 1.71 330.30 60,000,gallons
G" • 1.71 623.90 120,000 gallons

• `he charges set forth above are on a bi-monthly (2 7onth ;)

SEC')'IO?Q 'Tiis, ord n re shall t:ti;e effect immediately upon
` It U1) ic) .1 [: :; ecCJII i. l'.t cl 1nL

APPTOVCD AT I'Il ST fIJD1NC T1!IS DAY OF- DRCCt•mr.r, 19E2.

i strn AND 21 r- fl J- T Srcn-' Îl t ! - 1 r AND I'L!ULTC Dr' 1' nT^I
• ^^(^! 1 ' t̂° î 

r
^l̂ .1 i 1 i^..1. 1 , ,1 L . iii.`. •

oi" S _ 11 U 7Y o L .1.1111 1_{S:o

;:L; l Y4c Z. i!1ilick

Cnrlo l
Cat)' C1el%

_I4_

tonl itOVID A'7 TO }'O1tP1 AD 1. r. ALIT\' 111' a'(< F^_+^•+((1, _ ^^ __ ___
" ' ) v 1t1 tl 11. Ili i i n, - tufty Al L ti nty
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Cii v Vicrr ift
Frank Lualdi is a small fray-

tiarrec mars awrtn it ce`an^ a
,

in all my 65 years, 1 tie never fou -inf a city cpv-^a'."' .z.c :' ° '.` 'mot
bone to ;ic c at .aplcs i? ^ i' R . '

eff3ment. k l {ff' I i'7 rf'-`r:l/ rlorv. I f ave Six nour?os
"In all my 66 years, . I've never

fought a city government," the Port Df 11c^C:
I
t-!^I) fjor,-ri 7 ^?! ki ► ,^ ^ r ^^?s.J

Royal resident said after a stormy '
 .—rte <«1t C' f>< l1S !I].^ tP ► r . J' 1POl 1 Oj/a 	esj..

Friday meeting with Mayor Stanley
Billick and City Attorney David' y t dent about ci^t

•
 {.ffl^ltRJJrtr' F'(, s"Rynders. ...mar =.,L C .°mss -.g

'But I'm ready now^'`I have six by 11 7 perce Jones was not av--ilabi' t.c ansvrer
pounds of back-up documents and . "• iilick said Lualdi will have a qu es tons on rra , atterr. - n -

aII the money I need to take this chrUnce to_ j)eaJ% ,,,,-, t; - '•
matter tocourt,"-Lualdiadded: cus May 4 meeting;at iv Half, Councilman Ha:ry. Rot::hild is

1e ^ _furtl; er in Lualdi's -comer. Dttr'rg- last
T-IE THREATEN n sue the. ^mment because of the lawsuit Wednesday's council "meeting,

City, Louncil to revoke •r;, a . .t ,r ^ . Rothchild called for a discussion
{ erg 	r _ate increase, which 1 di Rvdners also declined tocom- on water rates daring the May 4
said raised his bimonthly orate i ll meet an d riy anager rank (Please see WATER, Page 2A)

YVa e r - 3 r.
- _____ ____

session. - informed of pending water d holiday season, ' when p ogle are'
Lvaldi had a stormy meeting. seer . rate increasQS . ou' €o town rtainin •^ "

with ones in ma eo ra«r alter- 1T11icj t9 Iualdi the c nci I a; paying no attention to city
h . receive its new water bill.:-' . reviewed pending increases durin g 'a airs.
Lu` aTdi^later told a rep-st^er he_ . a orkshop on_ Sept. 1 -2; die public was not tc:d of the
.b w:• e roo o r Cits Hall tha revrewr^r t`ra,; r,, ^l , ^_s . moo„ ntd - rite r e s r m _.c . u cr sai d 'i

' a l 2 a d t}i ni rcoain sTMT meoirr.=rs recer a rate'
OUGH HE didn't . shout at dbrrr. n a °uhlic hearing before final i creases rar: ;rn^ *o~ iu .;̂ Q

I' Millick. s` - on Friday, Lualdi: cou p' J.^ ction on in lercent. }ie said Jones d==cri}:=d
.harnmered away'for an hoar with ' . F 'ualdi then charred that Jones CL ikes as "mncerate" d^rnr; the
- lus •primary complaints :> int n sona y . sc ecul ththelas t ounc= s ^c. ^src. .

The public . was not ^ properly .• ..t o sessions wring the Christmas OUT 3,UOQ -eciderts in f o ld
NaIti p es at al H°-oor, Pc- .. al
arld uaiane Shoes were the first
t reĉeiv ,^^ r r-:v yarn-_hiU in
mr Few b̂ r̂ua y. -

onna Stumbo,-' a Naples
' Cu.,tomer Service Defartment
worker, said about 300 residents i
called her office to ask why their
bills had gone up or down. Some
residents receive: lower water
bills under the new rates.

Fianance Director Bill Hanley
sal residents ^,: n lz rnr

e ert5i rs would have to pa i^ • ' calhi-
rl^nth i s, c_ e cir •: id
lnsta nu' er re ucerc whi- h
r rieST ct meter r .:-.:cit der

' p entwl Ovate r a
--"All the y hail to ?o was n-ike the
request.i no%! ht:i 

•.,ill be
lower ^ffthev a,;,.,̂ 11'1"J^
r uC^ if t'' • i t

1c c ^ id
E ri y.

1

-15-
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V

C. .c B f ' '

101

Nâ 1̂ s cit^ officials confirm ed
toda - hat ")erhans as man' as 00

ater Gusto . P s  Novemh d
D em er bills were bas ' a
ne rate structure and me P a
inks taken twt? . ay s before th jty
Council passed the new rates in to
law.

The r velation could add steam
to a drive by some cit y rest er s to
h e new rate strut ure re-
v i e . Ho nver, , the cit rya!
p Cit pm r David Pyn ers,
wYs Jn cou rt today and was una-
vW?ab c to comme nt on t^e.^gal
ra iltca Ians o t1e earl y meter
rea In^,.
tITY FINANCE Direc or Bill

Harney waste city offici o
c6n rrmed today t )at some bills

were based on meter reads
t n^n'-Fe 0 e new rates e i-
c v ecame a

e saic lie does not know if the
chargescha? rei oriltoseis
v, gave to e r _i ' ted on the
old rates.

ere has been no talk with my
depa meat a ou t a P
t l e ap es ar y News.

the new water rates were ap-
prov councl mere ers do an.
5. owever, city water to artment
w ..Lrs ef'an rea ing meters an
Janes. ose regain s were for
w'iicr use in November and
D Germ

anley said that due to a delay
caused by reprograming the city

(Please see WATER, Page 2A)

T

Water

computer to handle the new rates,
the bills were sent out on Jan 28,
23 days after the ordinance took
of

rtv Manager Frank Jones said
tha e e ievec Since e ac
bth were sent ou t after t e

o e -the ci 3' j "n
f e n s. e think we used a
pre y sound taasts î e s:ii L noIng
t ► y c iec e( tl i f a
P er and Light o. and it 5 policy
ss1T31tTr.

Ji L Y NOTED that while the
lift%

;
 rate5 ttlCrt'^itic't tti'^l e fie$

S 1 l`! Or S(]]r`,l' T.ti nts,
o icrs were ch arged lower fates.

t{ at?nro.i11 t ly_ 00
customers billed under thew
rates or tut r > lUrr _Lan . 5,
at east ^^,id si niti ilv hirllPr
bills rarrt;in from $2 .1.22 to

—16—



1 4 r'

r` e. F^

:D RYNDERS
lrney for city.

Water

I
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NAPLES DAILY NEWS Ttros., A

S

CNV. ,i At'ulonrnav Jefen ^

^ .^
% ^- k_-)

p^ (
P r

C' J u y KJ ^. r7 v^ .^ ^1s

debate over water bills in Rynders said. city is or firm lee_ -'.nd.
Na l es is heating u . ouncit an 1-larry Rothehud, a: it yen

Cit
y A t orn ev avid Rvnd^rs meter K'a: 'Fad "- ti+ - -- .^.? 4•.

sal' and da ,yat errtoon'he cdv V .' as In`fact 'ne says he is an ailed and k sued The r:-,
correc In aauary w rr lied an o cons :tuents fee the ire rest -:; ur:._ - _. n
h eat+:.ers .tw r:: es or water s me wa y . Meren to r c_ .:n. 213
use rn ,o{ernt:eran - - '. Some residents who saw thei r new rates :,uld:ac_j—=

The quF strop came u earlier w 'Efl1 P pvas much as S38 n ,ac , :-= sain cs:. - -- de-
h5on ar ,% ten It was conf;.*reed a moat are usjwj s' s meat c s . c r .
that stfT°e S ; , s ' eea , t!n,zl ^,! e -t rti ir¢ v had b -_ ' ^n rr

1 5\_ r""
on meter readings taken 3 f...,.,. Here . t r, 1:< ., 1 , a nw- razes. bee =_;e ir. se --_ the
two a y s e.ore per us lt. vo .a crov:d is exnecte{1 at a-es t = - ^
o, rcla I': approved the new rate t to meetin to bi . s were =_ctuav L — in
strum pr hLLIa Jaz^u y,

NOTHING ILLEG AL about it, a Rynders said he is confident the (Please see WATER. ?3e 16..

ROTHCHJLD, ON the d,
says t e waver c arggi .9 ror mAetiye
an'^he ordlr.3r, 1 `It's like the cit y na;^t ^ ^o rove on Jan. 5 c ntalned no ,, i" r L
BuC ray 'L^sua-5. your Goo Inust he or a loa^;7 f;nrl the :^;^,- ; u

1t's like the city passing a law
today saying your dog must be on a ^„ C

q tfi 5 „^,;, :'^ ^t ^'^^ [ - 1 ' 
G 

jT ri
leash and then fi ning you because months o' —

tarty. Councilman Harry Roth-your dog was not on a ]cash two
tionths ago,",Rothchild said. g17ild

His analogy gets some support
from a state-employed consumer
advocate who was contacted
Monday by the Naples Dally News. Private citizens Th p complai ned.

"If you buy gas on a credit card
for $1.25 a gallon, but by the time

rrnunce rea s p at t 1 es
wcT5intottect fl tl i e da of Some customers, like for

you are billed at the end of the pa sage, Keewaydin Club resort, wee
especially hard hit. TLe club has a

month It costs $1.50, you should Un Monday. City Attorney four-inch meter. Unc=r the ofstill pay $1.25," said Steve Rynders noted that the new rates rates that charged for he amourBurgess, who is an atto rney and lowered more customer bills than of water used, the rur»C, Sp3rSe'T
public counsel for the state Public they raised, populated club on i' eewayd^Service Commission (PSC). If r e bills are ordered to be Island was paving as litt e as

"THE BARGAIN is struck when re ieured ,^ 7,• to {ti r $32.39 eve ry two months. L:nd^
Consumption is made," Burgess •es would have to reimburse he the new rates, the Clu` received a
added. being careful to note that do you bill In January of $3.2. 0 1. Some
that's the policy of the PSC. which nt N^tappv? " Renders asked, homes in the Port Ro\-: area wit_
has no Jurisdiction over municipal ecause Llte new rote structure is two-inch meters receivei bills tha:
water systems such as the one in based on meter size, some were $76 higher than under the o1C
Naples. customers will be paying more, but rates.

However„ he said the state others will pay less. For instance, If
Supreme Court has upheld the the the water line to your home is 'hT, nrw serer rates arP oar j ;

 - decision to disallow three-qua rt rrs of an inch wide you more money:' 7.V , era 'Z
retroactive That happened

28 1982, a
charges. will be charged a base rate of $3.67 a em n ram F^ sl c!:. 'r

iii lianir er t rang . -ors ^^•o^tan. , , after the Gulf Powe every two months. IfrY your water
Co., an electric utility In north line Is two inches in diameter, you t t; = ^eY
Florida, unsuccessfully challenged are charged a whopping $91.75.

;orermonry In e. ^emthe PSC's rule that bills cannot "This is because a two-inch m th i n the o.,
reflect rate hikes for service meter places a demand on the city The memo read: "J.;! •^ ^nr-
tendered prior to app roval of the water system at a ratio 25-to-1 T5,aStUd tc we a:' I:
We increase. compared to a three-quarter Inch C'1trnu y ' 11 	[ : TC, ^7 .r• e ru g rti•r:r

Again, Burgess cautioned that meter," exptainrd City Finance Mr t al
e 	nd sewer ar_ ii ' are

this might not pertain to the Director Bill Hartley t rr rstf-rd's —
Naples water dispute, because the The city advised those with Large (rtes) $ 3;0, .l New e Ater 1 r.stes
PSC has no authority. In Naples,  meters to have smaller meters S:^ls rn^ ^,tncc ? ^
the City Council acts as the PSC. lnatalled, thus reducing the (^u

sjtl.!F Lrrcrnt.
0 7 11R COUNCIL ^'e^intlt ,lal bimonthly hills. However, the city At Iii,' ti me the 'ore. rsnre was

n p varta^t e 4 i er rot, rr;; r,ase
—

also said that the bills already pa, .:{•, r̂;, s ;1,•:- I,atr.a tors
'1'iOtt —l i:-7T . IyI,.!1iijiT uFly received had to be p'ki. ,aft ' l [tlL new ri' • 4 t^ 71J In

prtCrrdi iei sl nni lnn n r Tt Al"1f'R 1'liO (; fl t ti115 were i nu'rca' r rey
er'ueg b y

ai'n uI C
^n ^u1i111L—tL-EI1j9,ory venT jI.[Tw rite t'i^Ldt rrrin_> It pr'rt:vw J l 	j I `L [lr<L 'a [rr rp te
pubic hr1 1 ln during w

hich no _ t '1S,-if, iT,,1 41 ut 300 rrsuelerst, cIiirz;r PlnCN 19.u,

..17_
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Cv 7c .
1 03

I'Jit.:rr flri rc
A sttmated 3 600 customers of

the Na es water istrict will yet
b c money, in t ie form of cred it,
aid earlier thn vear when a new
a er rate structure was un used.

I n a joint statement this morning
fron' i 1.1 or .Lane icy and

r y anager ran Jones, the city
h s ecr e to adjust the fills
mat ed in January or e ruaryi}iat
re ec a or me ii rst tiru,^t11e
new rate structure. ure. i ne Ian still
must be approve y City ouncT
o av .

THE CITY had been criticized
for charging the new rates for
water consumed in November and
December, even though the revised
rates weren't passed into law until
Jan. 5. A number of residents
claimed uc h c urges are retroac-
t ve + i 1 .

City officials do not admit the

billin rocedure was ille ,al but
t rc c a Jones sakr i, was not

equrt ie , tQuij^L e 	cprirenff
a product after it has been con-
sumec

Themaor and1 sat down to
see iow the new rate was im 

in

e-

sYt^lt a ones sar n i
t rtTl^we eci e( o refund any -

 ase or they^l 'f>>'11 r cP -ed
n er t n new _rates."

THAT MEANS that customers
who received bills in January or
February under the new rates and
were billed more than under the
old rates will be credited for the
extra amount charged `] However
their next water bill will e ca cu-
l a e unaer e new raes, s s are
s ent out every two months.

Jones said that 70 percent of the
municipal water service's 12,000

(Please see WATER, Page 2A)

1

Water

customers are being charged less
for water under the new rates.
They will not have to make up the
money lost when the higher bills
are recalculated.

Jones estimated that aba t
$4 0 N •' 0
percent of the customers yho ale
b r^PCj_ r re for water
rates. said interest on that

n one 'F
REDITS ALSO will be issued,

Ma or Billie said, or residents
w  ter a s :: use

their water meters were of
excessive size.

e new rate strucutre is ba ed
on nteter sr7e. or instance if he

quarters of an inch. 'tau will
be char ed a base rat

every two nwnt is. If • ' er
e ^s wn inc ou

are char'ed ^`3

ome older homes have the large
meters. The city policy was that if
you got the meter replaced with a
smaller size, future water bills
would be less. However, the city
said no refunds would be riven to
those people for water used prior
to finding out how large their
meters,

Blllick said today that customers
who had smallt'r meters put In will
be credited for largo hills paid
since the now rates took effect,

— 18
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735 EIGHTH STREET. SOUTH • NAPLES • FLORIDA 33940

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

NEWS RELEASE

Joint Announcement - Mavor/City Manager

We are aware of concern regarding the method of implementing
the new water rates adopted by City Council on January 5.
The basic question appears to be whether it was equitable
to charge those rates for meter readings which represented
water consumed before the ordinance was effective. After
having taken 10a closer look at this process, we have con-
cluded that, P n ri i Tn of lecta it is not equitable
to increase he price az a prouucc aLcer it has been consumed.
For that reason, we are going to recommend to the Council at
their meeting on May 4, that an adjustment be made to the
first bills rendered at the higher rate, to remove the increase.

In addition to alleviating the concern with the date the new
rates began, this procedure will also reduce the rate billed
to those individuals who had meters larger than needed, who
subsequently received smaller meters at no charge. I
We have also observed that there is a need.for the City to
aggressively solicit input from the public on a wide range
of issues considered by the staff for recommended action by
Council, and to keep these lines of communication o pen. To

• accomplish this we are implementing a program based on meetings
with organizations that represent various interest groups in
the community. Sessions are currently scheduled with a
committee regarding issues affecting the Black community;
another meeting is scheduled with the Presidents' Council,
which consists of presidents of each of the property owners

• associations. The primary purpose of these two meetings is
to exchange information concerning the City's budgeting
process in advance of preparation of the 1983-84 budget.

Subsequent meetings to discuss important issues will be
scheduled with organizations such as the Chamber of Commerce,
the Board of Realtors and other groups within the City.

't nley t. Billick, mayor Franklin C. nes, City :•ianac:

C

April 28 # 1983 ".
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NAPLES DAILY NEWS Sun., M1nv 1 'E1S3 3A

Water Rt Sris
J nesLRmdrrs 0
Na l eŝ  City Ccunci n

Hdr v t.othet1i,o ?c
launch anot ier attrrk

. • on theT,5^ue^'s ofCity
ana e- ra one nd

ers, callin g, for s-
mtssa in ^6u!m Q n; t he
recent water rate contro-1

 hope, along with
other concerned citizens,
that this will foster and ad-
vance the early removal of
both the city manager and
the city attorney who have
demonstrated that they
are incompetent and in-

considerate of the rights of
our . citizens," Rothchild
said.

"NAPLES deserves bet-
ter. Heaven knows we can
£et much better and at a
much lower cost. We
should act now before we
have to correct other
wrongs."

." The statements were in
res rise to lasi week's
j(5T Thnnouniet IIfIr n
irlavor S . v̂ 13illick aap d
_^tv t (a at

tie billin g of citizens for
wa er sed n P
a n ecember_ before a
new rate st ef-
fect, was not "eouita •

 ie"
t ose who aid hiaber

i s wou e corupensat-

Whi othchild orals d
th_e ̂ an^nn̂un̂ ..r.̂ ent̂ ^ie
ca11ed i .fie first - step I
an attempt to right a
wron — wed
Jones r the
Cnntr ivar.

HE SAID citizens
nct^LQ rl y to:c5 tv t,^; ie
impact of the new vat

rates would be. Chrn p f
OTM_F Lomes sen iee by
Urger than normal — ter
31 e., were ii fi-
ca I ncreases F•• se

th new ^tnJ.ctu re
ke y r so ges
to the size of the 1 •s ne ^^
justthe a mount
uses d.

Rothchild claimed Jones
was ne6: 1 rgent j r,. ) t-
in,{ out that fact to ci -
e7, posse ly throu^'h in-

ion e;: aetti In their
x ter q :. ; + die
n w rates being approved.

He was critical of Rynd-
ers or ;L7 Ti "i-i y
a ornev ma e after it w as
c fir at some cus-
tomers were charged

rg , es E"or wat erused
eor to the approval of the

n?^tv ra e structure. Rvnd-
et said he be i ,,, the
b ings we re le gl.

THE JOINT statement
from Billick and Jones
never addressed the legal-
ity of the charges. It sim-
ply said that the billings
were not equitable.

Besides calling for the
removal of Jones and

y,u ers, i c,Tfhl c x:50
wants fellow City Co*_i it
nWtnber^'s f-a res' scind the
nigG-W-5 er r<< t'S sslt etler
rm'tTf hr. athnut fu-
t re rate structure plans.

Ali C n City Cou^r etl
members includin g, t.oth-
c , a ^nrovêd fire r p- to
s ructure on of n. 5, after
g1Vr, it 

r 07 n Dec. 15. Both
a snr s w z_ed

Lc, mention of a water
a wer r e ĉ ^e
rst a^ eared l ast fail in

t e Naples Dal yy ews.

But Rothchild claims
that was no enous^ and
e civengiven m1s:ntorxya-

tion, or at least not enough
t ation h e

voted in favor of the rate
s ai

Rothchild has been
highly critical of both
Jones and Rynders in the
past, but has received lit-
tle support, if any, from
the other six Council
members.
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THOUGHT FOR THJ_', 1Y

A 'UTY cr^nsists of twelve persons chosen to decide who has the
be fer ^tT+rti•er.

-- Robert Frost

Re troactjv3 increases
Ifl r R Jn fair

We com ]invent M3 - 1-

^nKe, 
and City k

s for deciding that
tive wat r not
equitable.

As a result, they are going to
recommend to City Council on
Wednesday that an adjustment be
made to the first bills containing
the higher rate. if council agrees,
the increase will be removed.

f
The state's consumer advocate

also doesn't buy that argument.

Even though the state has no
jurisdiction in this case, the con.
sum er advocate said the argar n
is struck When con n s
ma e. He added that the state has
successfully cha llenged retroa c-
ti ve rate increases that were not
agreed to when t e tees
were granted.

The issue came up last week
when ones conrlrme lat some

e 1 c mai e in J^ nuary
r uiat ed tvit ] the ne^v

tgher water rates but were base
on me e r rea lns a ,

en before
the City Council officially a -
proved the new rate s ructure.

In other words, some city resi.
de'rl s were a in s ! n ier January
rates or less expensive wa e
consumes{ in oveartt^ " d
December. And tine aver g
t ose 1 gher rate s without ad

-vance owiedge that the ^vo d
have to do

Tha is inherent fv un
Ical -- and probably i!le T 11^--

City Attorney Renders said, in
atteIll 1111" to l'titl V On^S ^,

tion, that it doesn't matter when
t to meter ►vas rr . ien le
water was ' VFc.c]es mat-
 accorcl ;ni•

 to KI'nderS, 1S
W t^^n rr r^ sic elms ^4c re ]r cd .

I nce OW M-W rat es Av rr1
 in effect

011 at i t^ le rt t he bifl ' rep
sent out, the new rates cou1Th11>t,
c arF Ar tI tc0 ,.1

To us, and t o nutl lt^rca tts ttrD
Cit Lc^ t Ei , { l art;u t n^t J`^{
cu'sp's holcl tivater.

After the mayor and the city
manager .toots a c. oser oo e
sia]ev ]at
was not equitable "irrespective
o legalities."

In hopes of preventing this sort
of incident from happening again,
Billick and Jones are ,pin to set
u re llar meetinf,s with or -► ni-
Z^^.^..^...t3.Illj

groups in the cornrnttnity to keen
S of Corr]rntlnicati ()r]s

open. That should le p.
_- -

WjiQpje Cit y Council
a reel with 13i ic' 7nc >ns s c1n
tescinciir r t ; t t r r CLiyc «':t iter
raIe tr] :rses and votes On
Wedtu^sc ;tv to rc >"itncd the excess  

- ---------- ----------c tari;c:s irl future hit lirl 's.

The consumer advocate's rea-
soning was echoed by that of a
local attorney in his letter to the
editor: "The public has an ar o-
lute ri ht to -no« , what a overn-
menta service is cos t ingthem at
tF^ it i^ravicded. It F ns of
perm( to char e them more
fo that service than w ermis-
sl eat the time they consumed
1 is

i t is_ tJ rll _, f;rir nrlc! e Tiital?
—2 hit1^ cl,

4
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RESOLUTION NO. 83-42 68

A ROLUTION AUTHORIZING ADJUSTMENTS TO CERTAIN CUSTOMERS BILLED

•
FOR WATER SERVICE UNDER T°[E NEW RATE STRUCTURE T P`i"3 ON JANUARY 5,
1983 IN THE FORM OF A CREDIT ON FUTURE BILLINGS; AND PROVIDING A'.
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, on January 5, 1983 the City Council adopted Ordinance
No. 83-4180 which revised the rate structure for
water service and increased the rates for certain
users of the City Water System; and

WHEREAS, subsequent thereto water bills were sent out implementing

•
the new water rates, based on meter readings representing

fi wate r consumed prior to the effective date of the
} ordinance; and

WHEREAS, after reviewing the method used in implementing the
new water rates and in an effort to alleviate any conce rn

or questions relating thereto, the Mayor and City Manager
have recommended that an adjustment be made to the custc-ers
billed at the higher rate for water consumed prior to the
effective date of Ordinance No. 33-4180;

VOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NAPLES,

FLORIDA:

SECTION 1. That the City Manager is hereby authorized to provide
adjustments to those customers who were billed for water
service under the new

rate structure adopted by Ord -.an:.e

f • No. 83-4180 for water consumed prior to the effective

date of said ordinance and that said adjustment shal l b
reflected by a credit on future billings.

•" SECTION 2. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon
adoption °

PASSED IN OPEN AND REGULAR SESSION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

NAPLES, FLORIDA, THIS 4th DAY OF MAY, 1983.

•

l' _ ^C'• Mayo=

S anle} Bi lick

A EST:

I Janet Cason 
City Clerk

J ,2i /cd O
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY BY ^" " G^ 

David 1. Rynders, Cit ttcrncy

f
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Np!G9 ToExtend Cred
For Water Over-Chrgs

By JAMES MOSES
• Staff Writer
Naples resident Frank Lualdi,

upset over the recent city water
rate increase, didn't like the looks
of City Manager Frank Jones at
Wednesday's heated City Council
session.

"You can make all the faces you
want, young man," Lualdi told
Jones, but I have the facts to
Prove you broke the law."

The Port Royal resident won a
three-month fight to get a city
water payment credit for himself
and about 3.000 others, who were

Water 
questions about the new time to respond. Lualdi
water rates. Jones later said Florida Power and
said he would not Light Co. warns its
comment on the charge customers up to seven
because Luaidi has months in advance of rate
threatened to sue the city. increases, but the council
Lualdi also said Finance passed new water rates in-
Director Bi ll Hanley 1 5 working days between,
refused to answer his initial approval last Dec.
questions. , 15 and final action on Jan.

• Not telling the council
that residents with large
water meters would pay
up to 600 percent more
with the new rate
structure. On Dec. 15,
Jones told the council
some water users would
have "moderate" rate
Increases. During a
council workshop and two
regular meetings on the
matter, Jones did not
mention water meter size
as a billing factor, Luaidi
claimed.

• Not telling the council
that some condominium
dwellers would pay less
per gallon than single-
family homeowners. The
effect Is that one.family
houses subsidize
condominiums, Lualdi told
the council. lie offered
Comparisons showing that
single-family homeowners
are paying more per gallon
for water.

• Basing the rate
Increase on "potential

demand" for water instead
I Of the actual amounts

consumed, as measured by
• meters. Jones said the

rates are based on
potential deman d because
the city must charge for

• the cost to produce the
+ water (the water plant and

pipes), the water itself and
the cost to se rve the
Customer with repairs and
billing.

• Not giving the public

billed under new rates approved in
January for water they used last
November and December.

THE COUNCIL approved higher
rates Jan. 5 and Lualdi said his
own water bill went up, without
wa rn ing, by 130 percent. On
Wednesday, the council voted 5.1
to refund the extra Money in the

form of credit an future bills,

Councilman i-larry Rothchild,
though sympathetic to Lualdi's
cause, voted against the refund be-

cause of a technicality. He said the
meeting agenda shouid have men-

tioned a resolution for the rebate.

Councilman Roland Anderson was
absent.

Payment credits on future bills
didn't satisfy Lualdi, He said he
would sue to revoke the Jan. 5 or-
dinance. claiming the public and
council members were misled by
Jones in thinking no major rate in-
creases would result. He also co rn.
plained that the city never printed

the new rate structure before it be-
came law,

LUALDI SPOKE for more than
an hour, accusing Jones of:

• Refusing to answer Lualdi's
(Please see WATER, Page 6A)

a ^

"NOT ONE resident was
at (the Jan. 5 meeting), to
talk about the water rates.
If I were a city councilman
or a city manager at a
public hearing and no one
showed up to speak, I
would know something
was wrong," Lualdi said.
All councilmen voted for
the new rates on Dee, 15
and Jan. 5.

A fter several other
homeowners complained
about the new rates and
how they were enacted,
former City Councilman
Gil Blanquart took Jones'
side. He said Rothchild,)
who called for the removal
of both Jones and City
Attorney David Rynders in
the wake or the water
controversy, constantly
attacks Jones and
Rynders. Blanquart called
for a council vote of
confidence — a vote tol

either fire or retain Jones

and Renders — during the
Ma y 18 meeting. Mayor
Stanley Billick said he
would place the item on
that day's agenda.

The mayor also said the
council will discuss new
sewer rates, which are
affected by water)
consumption, during thel
May 18 session. Lualdl
said the sewer rate
structure, also approved
on Dec. 15 and Jan, 5, la
Illegal.

y V

L'

FRANK JONES
...target of proter

M
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•
ORDiNA ICE 110. t. E 4) 0I

7N ORRDlUANCI. RELATING TO RATES AND CIiARGCS OR -;1: I:P.VICE, 1̂
)^ IUNDJNG SECTION 11-3.3, ENTIT1,En ' SE'ER SERVICE - } u,1'rs AND

C117^itG::S", UT T111
, CODE Of ORfXN NCI:S of T13E CITY Of NAPLES;

AND PROVIDING MI F 1'FEC!'IV1: DATE.

PURPOSE: TO REVISE 1'1:E RATE STRUCTURE FOR SEWER SERVICE RATES

AND C1IARCES.

NOW, TUERE1'ORE, DE IT ORDAINED 13? i'ili: COUNCIL Or T11E CITY OF
NAPLES, FLORIDA:

SECTION 1. That Subsection -(b ,
) of Section ). 1-3.3, entitled

"Sewer Service - Rates and Charges ' , of the Code
of Ordinances of the City of Naples is hereby
amended to read as follows:

Sec., 11-3.3. Sewer Service - Rates and Charges.

(b) The rate structure for sewer service
Is comprised of three distinct elements. Those

• elements and their definitions are:

B llir.g Costs : This cost is related to the number
of customers in the system and is designed to
recover the expenses of meter readings, billings,
postage, etc.

t Capacity osts: This is the cost of having the
°

•
system in place and prepared to serve the customer.
This charge recovers all those capital expenses that

• are not recovered from separate charges and the
debt service to pay the bond issues.

o e Com.•nocFit:' Cos ts: This is the cost of providing the
• collection and treatment of sewage s uch as chemicals,

° f electricity, labor, etc. This cost is variable and
depends on consumption.

• }C' r co ates charged by the City for sewer services
furnished to customers inside the city and outside.^^

X 7.> A the city limits shall be as follows:

.^ // '^
i

Billing Costs - $.80t
Uu

-° Capacity Costs -- $4.12 per ERU (equivalent residential unit)

p i All non-residential customers will be charged a whole
',^F number multiple of an ERU that has been determined byj ;/ru^

v T !t(j N taking the average monthly consumption and dividinq by

1-i^ "'"^ ^^t 	' u4 ^'y^
8,000 gallons.

• have 18,000Commodit Costs - Each FED will a cap of[
gallons. 1'1icre will be a charge of $.78 per 1,000
gallons based on 75% of consumption.

• The charge:: set forth above are on a bi-monthly
` o (2 months) basis. -

' In instances where the rate is inequitable due to
' facilities where water used sloes ti nt go into the sewer systcn.

•

the nngri e y
ed party or parties ita ti ply in .• r iii nn to

the City Manager for relief. TI .application shall
Include satisfactory data to substantiate the request.

• The City Manager ::hall rev ie%: the auplicat ion and may
make such ad ust sent as he deems equitable in accordance
wit1I the following criteria

.... -30-
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ORDINANCE NO. 83-4)0 1 PAGE TWO

P

D

(1) Consideration for an adjustment will be given
in instances where less than fifty (50%) per cent
of the water over a six-month period goes into the
sewer system.

(2) Consideration will not be given where the average
bi-monthly sewer bill over a twelve-month period is
less than the charge would be if based on a $4.92
minimum.

(3) The adjustment will be based on the amount of water
going into the system as determined by the City Manager
or his designee. In no case shall the rate be adjusted
to an amount which is less than the amount- required
to adequately compensate the City for the cost of
providing the service.

In the event the rates set forth above are insufficient
to cover the Cost to the City of providing the service,
then the City manager, after consultation with and recommendation
by the City's consulting engineer, shall make a recommendation
to the City Council for approval of an adjustment in the rate
to adequately compensate the City for the cost of such service.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption
• at second reading.

APPROVED AT FIRST. READING THIS K DAY OF DECEMBER, 1982.,

PASSED AND ADOPTED AT SECOND READING AND PUBLIC }SEARING IN OPEN AND
REGULAR SESSION OF THE CITY COUNCIL Of THE CITY OF NAPLES, FLORIDA,
THIS 5th DAY OF January . 1983.

•
Mayor

P-a^_n_ie,", R. Billick

TEST: r

anet Caso
 Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY DY ^` -Ul^
David W. Rynders, cJty Attorney

-31-
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M
Corn III iRs i 11
of 

.s rebates

on \% ai.er lee

Ind) it t'ritici,ttt
yF^era^.'s^'^

By JEFF LEEN
Herald Staff Writer

Aft 4 heate pub.li hearing,t.h,^
Naples Si t << Council Wednesday
voted -i to give more  3,000
water usgss an estimated S45,00O
Jredit for 'retroactivQ increase'
tftev were forced to pay when.ne'y
water rates were ,passed last Janu-

ln the wake of public criticism,
Mayor ^an;Thl(i4ic:and Cit3 Manag-

'Frank Jones jointly recommetid-
ed`ftie'c^edit -1a'st Meek after decid-

iCwas"not equitable to'Increase
the price of a roduci after it has
l eeii consue<ted. `^`., ""'" °— `•.

1iunng Wednesday 's discussion.
the'counci"and Cif. hSana^ei Fran1
Jone"s ' ere berated 'b ' re;idenjs
Who d the'v were • not properly i-
farmed ' about the increase, whit
booste fates for ustonierswit
over -sized meters as much as40

r cenC. -
Many of those who spoke out

were residents of Port Royal.
where most of the city's over-sized,
two- inch meters that serve residen-
tial homes are located. The new
rate schedule charges customers on
the basis of meter size in order to
make those who put greater de-
rnand on the water s ystem pays
more of the system's capital costs.

The schedule, prepared for the

city by consultants Coopers and Lv-
brand, reduced water bills for 70
per cent of the city's 17,000 water
customers, including most small
residential users, Jones said.

Frank Lualdi. of 3225 Rum Row
in Port Royal, took ut) the hulk of
the discussion with a seven-pare
prepared statement undertaken
after he saw his water bill junp
from $62 to $135 after the new
rates were passed by the counc i

Jan. 5.

Calling the new rate schedule
"riddled with these inequities,"
Lualdi pointed out that the ordi-
nance containing the schedule
passed after a "public hearing that
lasted a scandalous 60 seconds."

In addition, Lualdi said the public
was not given adequate time to
study the rates because the public

hearings were "wrapped around
the Christmas holidays."

"The city government's failure to
provide the public with full and
complete details of its proposed ac-
tion precluded the possibilit y of any
meaningful debate," the 65-year-old
Lualdi said. "This might not be gov-
ernment in the dark, but it's cer-
tainly government in the dusk."

Meters were read for billing on
Jan:` ;"f ^^ a day 5 before "ffie couiuil
passed' the ^rdinarice"and custom-
ers • were bided bor -water consumed
in' rrovem ' zn^c i5 cem3e^^itia]
di' bill droppedto $57 after he had
a smaller meter installed, according
to figures released by Bilfick.

In February, following a storm of
protest from customers with two-
inch meters, the city offered to ex-
change the meters with smaller,
less expensive meters"

"There is no generaiiation you
can apply to what will happen with
somebody's water rates," Jones
said.

Coopers and Ly brand spokesman
John Michatik said the rate struc-
ture based on meter size was a fair
and accepted method of allocating a
water system's cost of satisfying
customer demand. City water rates
have not been increase(. since 1976,
and the city's mid-year budget re-
view Tuesda y revealed the water
and sewer fund would fall into a
deficit without the new rates.

But Councilman Harry Rothchild
said Coopers and Lybrand's report
was so technical and esoteric that it
was hard for the councilmen to
understand. Lualdi agreed.

"I don't believe the councilmen
really studied this report," hE
said. 'l had to read it three times
Altogether I spent eight hour!.
studying it""

Luatdi accused Jones of 'stone. •
wallin'him ► 'ienJ ]ie wenTto'Ci;y
Flail" in Fcbrtiaty sreiliih answer,
about hT 1art er" l'sli.' 1ie..a,igrily
chide.1 onc..7oor'nbt'knott • 1n ho -
much revenue the new rates would

-32-
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CoimtyDeep
In UVater E Feid

By JOHN LUNSFORD
Staff Writer

Naples residents screaming that
they were over charged in January
for water used in November and
December, should consider the
plight of Collier County, which has
been over-billed for water pur-
chased from the city the last four
years to the tune of $483,433.

That's what city officials admit.
County officials believe it may be
more.

Naples taxpayers shouldn't be
alarmed, the money is safely
tucked away in an escrow account
at a local bank.

But the county strongly suspects

that an impartial third party — like
a court — might decide that the
city should pay back a lot more. At
next Tuesday's meeting, the Col-
lier County Commission is going to
talk about hiring a utilities rate
specialist to dig into the potentially
explosive misunderstanding.

FOR $5,000, it hopes to find out
if it has grounds to pursue an even
larger rebate from the city.

At issue is a basic question.,
Should Collier County pay twice

for the same water plant?
When the county established its

own utilities department, it ar-
ranged to purchase water from the

(Please see FEUD, Page 2A)

Feud
city until its own water treatment
plant could be constructed.

The deal guaranteed the city the
same profit on water sold to the
county as it earns from its other
customers. The county has yet to
determine what it is being charged
under the new rates approved by
City Council on Jan. 5. That should
be known by next week.

Under the old rate schedule, the
county agreed to pay a base rate, at
that time about 93 cents per 1,000
gallons, minus the cost of billing
and the use of transmission lines.

The city pumps the water to four
huge meters scattered about the
county where it is transferred to
County-owned lines for delivery to
county customers. And, the county
handles its own billing.

THE WAY IT really works is

that the county pay Naples 81.7
cents per 1,000 gallons for the first
500 million gallons and a slightly
lower rate thereafter. In addition,
the county kicks in about $235,000
annually as its share of retiring the
bonded indebtedness on the city's
water plant.

Once a year, the city audits its
operation and either bills or credits
the county for the difference
between what the county paid and
what it should have paid on its
cost-plus contract.

Here's where the problem pops
up, according to county Utilities
Director Irving Berzon.

The first year, the county owed
Naples about $23,000 which it paid
promptly.

The second year, according to
Berzon, the city changed the rules.
In February, I978. the City Council
decided to up the ante by charging
the county for plant depreciation in
addition to unspecified "additional
costs."

That maneuver reduced the
rebate owed by the city that year
from an estimated $78.000 to only
$2,602,

TilE RUB, according to Berzon,
Is the depreciation charge.

"That means we're paying twice
for the same plant," he said
Wednesday. "We're helping pay off
the bonds to build the present
plant and then they're charging us

depreciation to amortize the same
debt,"

According to a letter from City
Manager Franklin C. Jones, the
city calculates that it owes Collier
County Utilities $483,438.78.
That's $2,602.58 for 1978 -79,
$128,733.11 for 1979-80, $153,209
for 1980-81 and $198,844 for 1981.
82.

The county has asked, "Are your
retail customers charged
depreciation as part of their semi•
monthly bill?"

The city said no.

But, it argued that when it's time
to build a new plant customers
within its service area will help
pay for it while county will be long
gone as a customer. That's true
enough because the county is now
building its own water treatment
plant and will disconnect from the
city system as soon as it's
completed.

Clerk of Courts William J.
Reagan agrees with the utilities
director and, in fact, helped
negotiate the April 28 letter from
Jones admitting the $480,000
liability to the county.

"it makes no difference to the
stability of the system," ra n
said, "but it should be settled."

And not, he says, necessarily on
terms dictated by the city,

-33-
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The eower of N es
r ^,^

howoCà J SITc nc s rD' • ^

to change its rnMd
By Leslie Wyatt

M

he will of the peopl e. Iy' Q aur^ta^
°"bodyseems to re jest It more than t e

Maples Cit

*After an outpouring of public protest last
rnonthL , lranager-Trap J^iit"s rep erred ^lis
declslon f. '  e the ip1esPiei coiices ion stand
anif-r?place it i}'it^i `ve>Z3iri niacniiir5.'The"stand
he decide vi]1remain open for ai'"Teas^ six
months while rrionth7v prose dsa y e evaivafed. If
i nia es more re^en ife::tlianit` 1ncuris in`ex -eases,
t e concession will continue to oiler e

*At this week's council meeting, members
yoted ` foieturnane(i+i-ited_ 	;L?^0 in credit to,
some 3,Oi 0114 t r users to rgtroactive increases
-i "-ere_tuadg to pa) . in January w hen council
passed_new. .%Vatex_ and sewer user fet-,.

TTiee revelation came last month,that some
wn^er custohiet I^o^critber'aiicl"DecPt̂ ĉ  i^i^ls
itiete^i;iseti'aii ttary^C' iate'aiii^"ncE^^ re Edin s to e
two di'., fore 1 o4inciT ji Therats tnt o 3a w.

TWk,:clil'esda ys Iic_atec{' meehnc,`councTinen, ..we r.ey T o
nThTrdcd ^tlt7^ iiEi;c;Sill Ctoi^i:^iE

re`•±s•-i(lenty who-^l-t̂t.+ .
'i. 7T `r i1'fl; ;S:4r ]11 Sr t „t5
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Ctl  Eci1 ri't

increase the price of a product after-i i s been
consumes` ; ``

Ĉouncilman Harry Rothchild cast the cnly
negative vote charging the new rate schedule
prepared for the city by the consulting fLr n of
Coopers & Lybrand is so technical and esoteric
that it is too hard for councilmen to understand.
He wants it rewritten in layman's terms.

Port Royal resident Frank Lualdi contributed
most to the council's discussion,- A journalist,
Lualdi read a seven-page statement he said he
wrote after his water bill jumped from S 52 a
month to ",135 a month when new rates were
passed in January.

He said councilmen "failed to provide the public
with full and complete details of its proposed
action and that precluded the possibility of any
meaningful debate."

He also said the ordinance containing the new
schedule passed after a public hearing that "lasted
a scandalous 60 seconds-"

Other residents of Port Royal echoed Lualdi's
sentiments, calling the new rate schedule
inequitable.

However, the new rate structure, according to
Coopers & Lybrand, is based on meter size -
those who use the most water, pay more of the
system's capital costs. Most of the cit y 's over-
sized, two-inch meters are located within the
subdivision.

And. a i full 70 percent of the citv's I7,f'0D ,eater
t st r, r,':iiiu'!i:, , , t ,4"!ii ^ i ^I [_, u: I
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

Justice ... is so subtle a thing that to interpret it one has onlyneed of a heart.

— Jose Garcia Oliver

U. S. L ega l System
Justly Criticized

Derek Bok, president of_Har- Bok quotes a Japanese corn- 1
yard' University, has joined a
numlier of influential Americans

ment: "Engineers make the pies
who ate '

 critical of the nation's
grow larger; lawyers only decide'
how to carve it up"legal system. Given Bok's posi- .

tionand his background as a la
yer and former law school teacher "Contrary to popular belief,"

and dean, his comments deserve says Bok, "it is not clear that we i
thoughtful attention from lawyers are a madly litigious society;' But
and citizens alike. – there is no question that the vol-

ti me and intricacy of litigation are
What mainly troubles Bak, in

common
increasing in a system where "the
elaborateness of our laws and thewith other critics, is the

cost and complexity of the na- complexity our procedures a
pof

tion's legal system. It can be un-
just

sorb thhe
e e

s b energies giantof tthis
g t

bar, raise the cost of legalas well as wasteful. ser-
vices" and make it difficult, if not

- i

^ ^ P

6

F '

"Access to the courts may be
open in principle," Bok says in a
report to the Board of Overseers
of Harv

ard College. "In practice,
however, most people find their
legal rights severely compro-
mised by the cost of legal ser-
vices, the baffling complications
of existing rules and procedures,
and the long, frustrating delays
Involved in bringing proceedings
to a conclusion."

Bok complains_ that the coun-
try's •

legal system is "among the
most expensive and least efficient
in the world," a cumbersome,
Inequitable monster dispensing
"a spurious form of justice."

Overall, he concluded, "there is
far too much law for those who
can afford it and far too little for
those who cannot."

Bok also is critical of the drain-
ing off into legal careers of the
talented young people who might
otherwise , become engineers,
business executives, public ser-
vants or school teachers. He
points to the contrary example of
Japan, which hAs fewer than
15,000 lawye-s, while American
universities f,;nduate 35,000 law-
yers each year. However, the an-
nual number of engincering
graduates in Japan is 30 percent
higher than in the United States,

impossible, for the poor and the
middle class to have access to the
system at all.

"The blunt, inexcusable fact is
that this nation, which prides it-
self on efficiency and justice, has
developed a legal system that is
the most expensive in the world,
yet cannot manage to protect the
rights of most of its citizens."

Lawyers pride themselves on
their mastery of the adversarial
system. A trial is a contest with
one victor. Bok suggests that law
schools should train students less
for conflict and more for "the
gentler arts of reconciliaton and
accommodation."

Bok offers more than criticism.
He reasonably suggests that some
litigation might be reduced by
adoption of no-fault automobile
insurance throughout the nation
and by extending the no-fault

concept to new areas of liability.
He also urges lawmakers to "take
a hard look at provisions for
treble damages and other artifi-
cial incentives that stimulate liti.
gation,"

Bok's report ought to be placed
on every bulletin board of every
law school, every law firm, every
bar association and eve ry legisla.
tive office in the country,

F2

l
J
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City Councilman Harry to do the same for resi-
' Rothchild, in his continu- dents who paid higher

ing fight against water and sewer bills.
sewer rates approved Jan. Rothchild used the an-
5, said today that the city nouncement of the pro-
should not be concerned jected deficit to again lash
about the $75,000 it will out at City Manager Frank
refund to customers be- Jones and City Attorney
Cause that money was col- David Rynders.
lected illegally. , 'If the city really wants
. Rothchild was referring to wipe out its deficit it

to a Monday article in the can begin by getting rid of
Naples Daily News that the waste generated by the
quoted city finance Direc- inefficiency and incompe-
tor Bill Hanley as estimat- tency of the its top city ex-
Ing that the refunds will ecutives," Rothchild said.
give the municipal water- He also took a shot at
sewer service a deficit of Mayor Stanley Billick.
$55,358. "We look to the mayor

Hanley said the refunds for leadership in cleaning
will add up to $75,358 plus up this mess. When is he
staff time, wiping out a going to begin?" Rothchild
$20,000 surplus in the asked.

- city's $6.6 million water- Rothchild elaborated by
sewer budget. saying $illiek, who is an

ROTHCHILD SAID the attorney, should admit the
city was never entitled to billings were illegal. In

the money, because resi- public statements calling
dents were billed under for the refunds, Billick

rates approved Jan. 5 for only says the billings were
sewer and water service "not equitable."
received in November and Rothchild said the
December. The City Coun- mayor also should stop fol-
cil has voted to refund lowing the lead of Jones,
money to those who paid Rynders and City Council.
higher water rates for man R.13. Anderson, the
November and December former mayor. Rothchild
serv ice. Next Wednesday, is often an opponent of all
councilmen are expected three on city issues. it

. ^'N.
•

.. 4 

I L

that . the City of Naples has the rig h: to
charge a new rate on old water consurn: on.
He persisted in his position even after : e was
abandoned by the mayor, council and city
manager. ... ^... ^r

Last  year the city attorney steadfastly told
the council that his position on the coL:er-
sion of motels to timeshare was ca.—ct.
When the Circuit Court said Rynders was
wrong, he claimed the judge "inisconceived"
the situation and the law. When the Dis ct
Court of Appeals affirmed the opinion cf the
Circuit Court, he tried to claim it as time
sort of moral victory.

Rather than admit he was wrong in a is-
Ing the council that it could demand m^.zv
in return for vacating a street or alle y, he
argued that the two attorney general c=i-i-
ions contradicting this practice were c :Iy
"another attorney's opinion."

A man who can't or won't admit his fa:.! i-
bility lacks the character and integrit- to
hold a position of public trust such as c : -. at-
to.'ney. How can he or his opinions be re.. d
on? How can we know when Ire's ri: ar
merely defending his ego? Such a man has no
credibility. Naples deserves better,

.......a _ - S. Craig is_er
t Naples

t t also _̂ -^ out to * at I I 1

t̂
. Z^ OUr`"'w'I^Ie tax s '• 

1
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NAPLES DAILY NEWS Tu©s., May 10. 1983

Cif y Attorney Ri nde s
Can't Admit Mistakes

Editor, Naples Daily News-
Perhaps the worst character flaw any of us

can have is the inribility to admit psi' c'yn't'
know or that we mado 1i mistake, Tli. is
especially true of an attorney or a doctor or
any person In a similar position in whom the
.public tends to place blind faith and total
reliance.

This weel; City Attorney David Etvndors at•
tem pted to iaaintain the ; `tenable position
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rank Lualdi, the man city water-users have to
thank for credit they will receive on futur'
water bills, has just begun to fight.

He and some 30 Naples residents are forming the
Naples Taxpayer's League, a watchdog civic organi-
zation that will monitor city government and pro-
vide a sounding board for disgruntled taxpayers. •

Though not yet organized, Lualdi, a resident of
Port Royal, says he hopes to enlist at least 3,000
Neapolitans by the end of next year's winter season.
"As a group, we are going to try and facilitate
dialogue between government officials and the tax-
payers of Naples."

City officials, however, might be reluctant to talk.
They have endured much criticism from Lualdi of
late, at times interpreting it as a personal attack.

Lualdi says that just isn't so. "We simply don't

like having to pay these so-called city executives for
the sort of incompetency and bung:mg that resu'_tad
in the illegal billing ^` more than 12,000 city water
an

d --wer : :payers.
Water rate credits Lualdi and otuer angered resi-

dents called for at last week's city council meetiflg
will cost about $75,000- Paying that a-ill wipe out
the city's water-sewer fund surplus and raise a mid-
year deficit from $184,000 to $2 0,000. -

Lualdi and members of the newly-formed Napes
Taxpayer's Association are calling for ccuncil to
revoke the ordinance it passed Jan. 5 raisirg water
and sewer rates because it wasn't properly- brought
before Naples residents. In fact, he says, he will per-
sonally sue the city if that's what it takes.

Councilmen are scheduled to consider a second
rebate — credit for retroactively tilled sewer rates
-- at their May 18 meeting. - 

Lualdi says he plans to attend. * _

Naples Councilman Harry Rothchild has called for
a council vote Wednesday mo rn ing to repeal a Jan.
5 city ordinance that raised water and sewage ser-
vice rates for about 3,000 of the city's 13,000 cus-
tomers. I

If the council approves, the Jana 5 laws would be
revoked and old rates would be reinstated. If the

• council wanted to raise the rates again, it would
have to hold first and second ordinance readings

and schedule another public hearing on the matter.
This Wednesday, the council will hear the first

reading of Rothchild's proposed ordinances. If the
laws are approved on first reading, there will be a
second reading and a public hearing on June 1.

The council meets at 9 a.m. Wednesday at City
Hall.
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128 ATTACHMENT #4

May 17, 1983
/9' (ft\.- gL 

rt

The Honorable Stanley Billick ^
Naples City Hall
735 Eighth Street South
Naples, Florida 33940

Dear Stan,

This is in response to your request concerning my opinion of the
qualifications and performance of David Rynders as City Attorney.

As you know, I have been a member of the City of Naples Airport
Authority since October 1979 and was its chairman from January 1980 until
February 1983. During the entire time of my service on the Authority, I
have had extensive and many in-depth discussions and work experiences with
Mr. Rynders; the more so, I imagine, because I too am a lawyer.

During my term as chairman, The authority studied, contracted for, and
built the new airport terminal. We also accomplished its debt financing
and transacted a number of other major items. In all of them, I worked
closely with the City Attorney who acts as counsel to the Authority.

Prior to coming to Naples, I have practiced law for over forty years
following my graduation from Harvard Law School. Such practice included
a large New York City firm, being general counsel of Monsanto Corporation
for almost thirty years and again private practice as senior partner of a
St. Louis firm with which I continue to be actively associated in the Of
counsel". rWJe.

During such years,I have had considerable contact with lawyers all
over the United States, both in governmental roles as well as in private
and corporate practice. Having observed Mr. Rynders at such close hand here
in Naples, it is a pleasure to respond to your request by stating, in my
opinion, he is an exceedingly well trained, extremely able and dedicated
City Attorney. He stands head and shoulders in ability, commitment and
industry above most others in similar positions with whom I have had contact.
In my opinion, he is a very important and able member of the city staff.

I hope the foregoing is responsive to your request.

i

Sincerely,

Ed (1 Put

_43_
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13L
ATTACHMENT #` 6

The City of Naples is an organization of 405 people

operating under the City Manager.

Good government requires mutual cooperation within

this group and constructive suggestions from the Mayor and

City Council.

Mistakes and errors of judgement will happen in the

best of organizations and a willingness to recognize and

correct these items are what builds for the future.

Destructive sniping and constant badgering will get

media time and space, but do nothing to -help build a smooth

working organization.

A continuation of our present staff leadership is

vital. .^.
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Harry Rothchlld
Has Garza Too Far

-  Councilman Harry Rothchild only way he can achieve his
.: finally has gone too far. goal?

Despite pleas from the public.  We think not. If he has a point
.- other councilmen past and pre-- to prove, it can be done in a
•'sent, the mayor and the mayor calm, dignified manner, as
before him and heaven -knows. countless councilmen before

• who else, Rothchild has contin- him have done.
ued his single-minded onslaught

• on the dignity and decorum of We feel Rothchild has become
City Council. so consumed by his passion for

public assault that he has lost
• His performance at Wednes- sight of what . he was elected to

• day's council meeting was dis- do. His actions have become so
graceful and unacceptable. Long counterproductive that even if•
bitterly opposed to City Attor- he did have a legitimate point,

. ney David Rynders — among that point would be lost in the
• others — he launched a bitter ensuing shouting he would

attack on Rynder's character, generate.
• honesty and professional -

capability, - Worse yet, other members of
council have been drawn into

• Rothchild's caustic diatribe so the tumult and are participating.
upset Rynders that the normally

• placid city attorney was unable This has got to stop. Now.
to contain his own anger and an

 Muzzling Rothchild won't
.ugly shouting match erupted, work. That's been tried. Censor-
•Calm was restored only after ing Rothchild won't work.

Mayor Stanley Billick forced a That's been tried. Pleading with
break for lunch,

Rothchild apparently hasn't had

The public whom Rothchild Is
 any effect either.

;sworn to se rve does not deserve
'this type of berserk hehavior. If Harry Rothchild Is not wil'
We have no doubt Rothchild ling to abide by normally accept•

• feels he Is serving some greater ed standards of behavior, he
purpose by his continued should step down from office,
assaults on other city officials,
but Is destroying the normal The city can't stand two more
functioning of City Council the years of his erratic behavior.

j


