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I.l)RD AGT011 A.~ f.l1S fI.&I.&TI GN..'3!iIPS iU'lU THE CAThOLIC CHtmCa 

lntrodu,c1nf~ the tT cause" 

Even a IJl.1perficial reading of t he many arti,eles wri t ten aoout Lor d 

Jobn ActOI'! reveals ".he definite divis ion of thol.1)tbt a bout tne ,", [ here 

are those \'fho elaim that. "There sceZls to be little doubt, tl:mt 101'<1 AotonJ 

1.f he is not ,already $0 ref~arded" is on the point of ooi1lj; canonized ,a8 

t he lJ1R'il:>trate of Uoderl'l History; ftl while ther e are others woo describe 

him as a "self -sat1fJ:fled pontiff'," not a historian but a rhetorician. 2 

In vGr';/ truth, t'Lord Ac:t.onls is a fiM.g • • • over dispu,ted 

territory .•• it bel ongs to the Debatable 1.and. ,t3 

It should be obvious t hen that a thorough i nvestigation of Acton ':I 

various clams to ~roat.ne$s woul d pr ove a rewarding study. an mat ·ter 

of f n,ct, considerable attention Ms beeu rti von to J\ (.."f;.on Q:3 t.he ApoEttle 

ot L1oorty, as the ,i nspirational tp,.acner at bridae, and as the 

"inseparable" of Glad~tooe . I<'ew, l t any, have ~.de cnnceotrated el'forts 

la . . 4 t o evaluate Acton I s r n. tlonships with. the cat holic Q'turch. It is this 

aspect of Acton ' 8 career toot wUl be, stressed i n t his study, even 

1 'ank E . Lally, As Lord Acton Says., i . John ltorley, 
Recollections, 1. 233 . - -_. -

2 PT"'l -d Acton ' s tters, II dlackwood' sF.dinbur gh Review, 1913, 
~93: 62. 

3 
1918, 11 ' 

lias 
: 1. 

a:rrY', D. n. , " .1.0 cton: a s tudy, " 
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thouRh the other phases of bi:> career will or nocessity enter into the 

picture . 

Undoubtedly, if this were the- actual process unrlertakini! the offi cial 

canonization of Lord Acton as Ifhis t Qrian par excellence, " one would in-

elude all tho f avorable: test i&onies pGs$iblc . t or our pur l_ose, however, 

~e will seloct 1 0,"'{ representative advoca.tes , aOO let them speak for 

the tla117. 

Firat we present O. P. t100ch enthusiastically claiJ:'lin~ that "It is 

above all as an apostle 0 f liberty that Acton's dam to f ar"e will 

r est . ,,;:J \'he testililonial r oaardiDJ i.cton ' l) .r-itness f or his r ole of Ref~1us 

':rof essor is prmrided qy. Paul Imberts, who insists that Actonwau "a 

Ii viM instance of that f'l"Ul::.e o !~ mind depicted in p.,acon I s fine apborisl!l, 

' Certainly it is heaven upon ear'l',n to have a man' s m od move io charity, 

r est in Pt'Ovidence and t.urn upon the poles of truth. 1116 

Acton haa alao been described as resegb11nf" the Benedictines in his 

unsdfish pursuit of a scholarly career.1 As r ecentls' as. 1943 C. 1;il'i$ht , 

in nn arti cl e rar tho praises o f Lord Acton i n the 

ollolliru~ remark1 Il rt Catholic scholarship 15 an important f orce in 

Enl~~d"id today, and , t.o sOllte degree. in the United StatelS. no cne' i s lJiOre 

responsible for the chlln{:Q than Acton hiuael f . ,,8 

non ~rr:I ~n 
~ test rry ciepicte l'lot O!lly the chief as sets of 

~ G. P. 
19h1, 25 : 6'.>< 

och, "Lor d Acton : Apo:1t1e of Ubert y , (I FOrei gn Affairs, 
tlerbert Paul , Letters of Lord Acton to l:ary ai adiit.one, b . 

1 
and i)lvorgent 1y~'e3 ot Genius,8 i.'iest lI>il'lster ~.~. 

''l'lle Late Lord A.cto.n, '/ :EdinburgI: Review, 190J, 197: 531. 

a nLord Acton - Apprais of "reat nineteenth century f igure, " 
O:ml:ton'ifeal" 1943, 39 : 162 . 



Lord j\'cton but a~$O hints at the cootenf-!)orary reception t!ivel'l the man 

bilaSelr. 

-tantinrr i n the wisdo~ o l tbe serpent, nl.w'uys n youth i n ioea].s 
and aspirat.ions, wit.bout guile or 2:ll,Y real turn f or dipl~.ac:v, 
he reminds me o f 011 absurd f:.lOdern s t ory uhere an ange1 1s 
shut and winged on Bri ghton Ibwns 1 and provos 8co.1I1'16'(;'6 
failure, a. s.~..l and an intrus i.on, 1n the society tthere 
he is i ntroduced . -

John llock also uu~gests that same ncholic trait o f Acton's 

genius 1 hI? cla,il::Is tho t there is i-som.eth1ng in Acton ' s career that re-

calls t.he f raroaenta.rJ' cenius of' l.eonardo da. Vinci .10 

OIl such ent.husia:;ti:; and glowing ~5t1mon1e8 on a.li' o f the 

ctmdidate, ve turn now t.o those 01' thefiadvooati diaboll. 1l canon Ba!T1{ 

himse.ll', though f avorably inclined tottard Acton, tropJay' 8tat~} that t here 

r side when he rgr.arko tl¥lt though "Lord ~eton i s t he glo!"'}, of 

the catholico, he is al 00 ou.r burden a nd our elr.bltrrassmcnt . "ll 

It ;jl1n Father Herbert Thurston" S. J., w:ho stotedthe opposition vie 

,re definitely when he ehallenged tho claims of hctcn ' 3 admirers t h"t 

the Mstorian ",as a representative C'atholi.c and a eat ass0t to r,atholi-

ciam in In the 1:ecenbcr 1906 issue of the ~ __ __ __ -,. 

Father Thurston further denounced such excessive eulogi n<1 wa.rlts 

that it 1s a. srreat take, a.t least i n his jUdgtilent. to attecpt to 

canonize l.ord Acton as a r epre6E>.ntetive holie, or to overlook tne 

scandal to weaker brethren whidl his attitude undoubtedly gave. l ) 

9 . ? Op e cit . , . .3 . 

10 nLord tioton at c:w.br idge," Independent. Review, 1904, 2: 362. 

11 2f:. c1t .~ 1 , 2. 

12 Ie Tietes. Oct . 31, 1906, 12 . This is cited fro 
,<at.her ThurstOn contributed to 'the Tablet (J..ondan). 

13 liThe Late Lord Acton, tt ! 371. 

an article 



Lord Acton' 8 s on entered the Hots of -eha cont.rover8',1 in 1906 and 

wi sely remarked toot until his .father's letters 'Id.tb Dollinger were 

publ1shoo,Pit liOuld pel'ilaps be r...se, in estiwiting his theolog-ical 

standpoint, to steer a middle course between the <llul't.hemas of the one 

party and theeJ:forts at canonb ation attempted. by the other .1l1 The 

unfortunate drawback to this suggestion is that t hose l.etters as yet 

ve not been published. ASf:i result, t.h nl! of' the true r .. -

la.tions exiatina between .Lord Acton und the catholic dlureh will have to 

nit for a more definitive expls-natiou until such time as the_so letters 

are wade available . In the meantime, despite this handicap, we shall 

t1j'" to OO:Uli to 90ree conclusion. 

From such rather general tcseimonies, lte will now proceed to the 

oor e specifi c details 0 l' Acton ' :t {JersofUll li.fe as a. catholic . l''1.ggl.S 

6 

~nd Laurence~ tho editorG ot ~ost 01 Acton ' s collected worKs, ~,ist tr@t 

despite llllpearancCs to the contrarh nall the evidence both o f his 

writiJ'l2/J a.r.d his t. l ntiJr.ate associates confirtAs the vie\Y that cootluulon 

with Roue was dearer to Acton t.han life itself . H15 Such a test1l:lton;y i 8 

a.lso f!iven by Grant-tuff, .,110 lttaintained that Acton waG the t1O-st (htt lolic 

16 
of Olt holics . 

ta ry Drew, in her article on "Acton and Gladstone, II notes tbat 111'0 

thomboth, religion wHSthe mostsu,pre;l'le of interests . It was the habit 

of t heir minds . It was the f!U i dirVt star of their lives. n17 While such 

lh ~, Oct. )0, 1906, 11. 

1 J . N. Fi ggis 811d R. V • .Laurenco, '!'he Histo~J 
xxvi . -

and Other 
~~---

f,sS{clYS, 

E. flrant-Duff , rd Acton's Letters, " r:ineteenth Century, 
1904, 55 . 772. 

17 Cor.ntruct1ve Quarterly, 1918, 6 : 220 . 



an inte.rpretat ion might be colored somewhat because of tbe writer" s 

naturnlly sympat hetic attitude tOlfil).'d the two conc~rned, st.ill other 

raona stress the S~ idea . iii . Hatkin Davies adds a further sizniti-

cant fact t o this reaotion when he points out t hat Acton's orthodox:r naa 

the stl"o:n~er of the two., since his was not O\le to i gnorance as that o f 

Glatistoneta l argely was . 1S 

"'his l aat tIlootioned faet C!ive.s additional weight to Sllillito' S 013-

ser'lation that Acton s ervod ns a f orce >. or tbe Hood since he led many 

7 

Cllolnrs to investiv.ate more carefully a r el igion that coul d hold such 

o3ter s ind as Aeton1s .19 We <uso l earn from Maisie ~ardls account that 

at lea8t one such convert c.'ln be cred:tt to Lord Acton. 20 

ierberl 

Paul t eati.f'i·es t oot If the cent r al tru.ths o f tbe Christian religion and of 

the Catholic Church were not i'llcrely articlea o f his creed, but gui din :> 

priqciplcs or hUt cotlduct . .. 21 Ii silrll<lr thought was expres!.led by W. L. 

f'!1en."lerhaaset.t, who rei'erred t.o Lord .Acton as Ita great Chr i stian gontlenM 

i raQ the cradle to t be tomb. n 22 

An incident related by ~aua I.gtteltonprOv1des a rat.her hUnlOrOU3 

illustration of Acton '$ practical obse.rvance of cathollci8Dl~ I3ttelton 

tells how "LoN Aoton rigidly kept the fast days of his O1urch, a habit 

which was not seldom the causo of much distress to a hostess, who knowing 

his taste but i:orgett the day had invited him t.o a suopt uous repast. 

18 "Politics oo! Lord Acton,!J .. __ ~_ - - __ __ ) 

19 . ShUHto, ttCantenary of Lo 
19)4, 51: 161. 

Acton , t, Chris'tinn r,entury, 

20 sie rds and the r ansi tion, I I , :4S. 

21 Op_ ~. , lis-IS. 

l 2 "Acton, 1834-1902," l)lbl1n ~elf, 1934, 194 : 168 . 



on a r'riday.1I23 Another associate oi' J'. cton IS, D. E. iEl!;l.s, beat's Idtness 

t o the f act that f"ora A.cton went t'eb'Ular:i;y to t;ass and confession while 

he was Regiu8 Prof essor at t~bridge and that roe died fortified by the 

nat Si\,er&ients. 24 

8 

~en his Ina14.7Ural Address as RegillS Professor~ "herein hoton spoke 

in eloquent ter-.,;s of the place of Christ i n history, 1"aveills the im-

poX"tttn 00 r e11gi oll played i rt Acton f s thoU(thts and 'ords .. 2$ '-,nccrning 

this adiires(l , ll'iggit; and Laurence r emark: "These wortis represent not 

the s ere enthusiagticreligionism of growth and temperament • . • but t he 

trained and tested collv'iction ()£ a mature m.an .• "26 such i s also t he jud .. -

tnp.nt of John G. van ce, who i l'l colltrasting Prof essor Bury and Lord Acton, 

axprcased the decided opinion that uI.ord Acton I swmo1e t~r or mind 

was profoundly (,bristian. n27 

Generally speaking, then~ the buroen of ev.\.dencc points to th 

aincerity of Acton ' 8 1):t'otestation that. his cOOItIlunion with n/~ '6m:S dear£!r 

than lif e to h ' Likewise i t seeras true t ha.t Acton 's co$lopolitan hereci-

ity and education gavo sO$ethlng of Q naturu attraction to a cosmopolitan 

reJ..:iRiou6 til'O'.J.P ~'UCh as the catholic Church, as ?"itmi s points out. 28 

Acton 'Wuld verJ probably have bOf..>ti oU'\'. o f sympa,thy uith any .form of 

23 "t:r . 
~ '-'tiaa1net l ' 

1.adstone ' s Friendship wit h Lord A.cton, II Lipp1ncot t ' s 
,I 10: 6U . 

24 "Liberty liud Lord Acton, U _" _ ____ , 20: 247 . 

2 
Aist,oxir, Xv1£' op. cit . , 10 . 

'Fiauis ana Laurence, ___ ___ 5 on t~odern 

26 elections i ron the rrespondence of the first ~ Acton, xx. 

27 8901' fury and Lord Acton, II ~) 1914, 123: 226. 

28 Selected ~.~ xx . 
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Protestantism.29 There ie n. 5tUl stron~~ ar.gurnent tor pro'.ring tha.-t 

Act on IS adhe.rouce to his Cat.h.o11 c faith was a ~~atter of firla convictiouJ 

and that is the fact that he consistently subJlit ted to the ecclesiastical 

uecisions 6:Ven tit t r.e cost· of auro perso.f1al prcst.ige .• 

,vid Matllelf, 'W.!<:lose work Oll the formative years of Aetorl '8 life i s 

aceepted as a cOlllplete ana fair pictur e of' that phase 01: J\:ctonl$ ca,reer, 

describes Aot on ta at titulle tow;.lN bis r el:i.gion as .tol.lows: "There seems 

little doubt that to Acton his ancestral ith was llluminatiL-g t dis-

appointiJ'l¢'; , at times utte:r1.v ~gperatinli, noble and inevitable. One 

thing is surely tX'Ue" that to him, Catholici&'1'.1I '!faa always inese8pable. IIJO 

1'errlEi·ps i t was salta m1{;.b idea ci:gltu>n Md in l!dnd wl-len he ex:plained 

Acton's adherence to i;atholle1ett as the natural l'Csult of' its ociu&! the 

tleiu"est thin!'! be could )'let to his peculiar i deal of r.eligioll.~n 

Just bo .. , ta account fOl~ Act-ants f aiillinp,s of "disaPF0int1:te:nt and 

p.xnsperationll :as regards his reli c ioo is sug8estil!d in the J'e:h1ark t hat 

Acton !twas a lways look! f'01~ bet.ter bread t han could be ~de of wheat . 032 

In at-her words, Acton P03Ses&ed th.-.t categoric cast of :minci wta.ch a 

narrow view 0.1: trutb ~y eau$E!~ 

}:Ven a love of truth MY be rmrrOli and ~ay mislead, fmd how
ever a@irabl e the conscience lYh:ich illlpel$ a scholar t o d.1s
cover, t o publish, and to C4sttgate the sins 'Of history, there 
1s an unhappy del'ectin theraindwhlcll cannot oeca'$ionally 

29 Henry .e. Tedder, ~Lord Act.on as a Book CollectoT, tI Proceedings 
ot t,he Brit-ish AcaQeqy, 190J .. l 9Oh, 1 : 282. Alao U .. Paul, ap. cit . , JU; 
"'iif',£i s and Laurence, ;lel. ~. , JOt . . - -

30 et;on, ~ ,Fbmative Ye,a1"~, s:. 
3~ Louise Q'eighton, ed . , We and l..ett crs of l~anrl(j!ll creighton" 

cited i n Fir,gl.a lind. Laurence, Serect:ed ?>rr .) XiX:- . 
32 ttIieview of Sel .ec:tions ! rOIil the Cklrrcspond 

~ctan, II Q1t holic <1orld, 1918, l~ 
eta of the First l~rd ----
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look behind tho s i.'1S to catch n glL'nps e of the virtue a which 
assur edly are toore.» 

Seenrl.nRly, even Acton hir.t5el t r ecognized thi.G defect, for we note h." 

clluti()ll11lg his son not to itlitate the harshness of hi.s mm jud.gt;:ents )4 

It \?.)uld surely prove enlightenin;;~ if it were possible to uoearth 

the raMons .for the so- called t!morol fatlatieislll ft so often ascribed to 

Lord Acton . lThether this chara~teriRtie \,U1S the cause or tho re'Bul-t of 

etoo ts intense sens i l oneliness iuol..'ltion iSSOC1e'15hat difficult 

to detemine . lru:t. wh/ltever be tl1e case, it is- certain that Acton felt 

t his sonae of separation keetil"v)5 In a l.etter to !tary Gladstone he 

Il"it.es : 1'1 never had fUW contetlporaria:s • • • I wa.o always as sociated 

with men 8. generati on older than f.1,Ysel f , a ost of whom died early -- for 

me . ,,36 • ~. Moulton in his review of Lectures on the- for ______ _ • __ ____ ___ _ -'--
quotes Acton as s.aying, I·ije m-ight it long if We waited f or the man who 

••• deals evenly lrl.th .friend and foe, aBsu.ml.ng that. it would be possible 

H.>r an honest hifJtor1~n t o have friend ,fJ7 . 
I t does indeed St..~ vary clear tha't as tif:le nent 011 and Acton found 

hiwmcli continually an object o f b"Usi.icion to church authorities, even 

though his (H'Il1 conscience hel d hil'ilself inn()cent, that a M tterneS5 and 

loneliness di d settle (,..~n upon him. t whether au eh depress.ion de-

veloped into a species of J;ionomania, as Thurston clailil8, rrlJ!ht well be 

33 "aavien of (.et.ters ~ ~ ~ ~ t~al"t Gladstone, fI Catholic 
.orld, 1904, 79: 6)e;::19 . 

J4 gEis rme ,urence, h t . of ea<ioa , xxxii. 

35 R. A. t . Smit h, "s trange Life· of Lord Acton, " ;;ew statesman and 
],'ation, ~ 194.4, 27 : 355. Friedrick Engel-Janosi, ItRellictions on Lord 
· cton ' s ldeasof U1sto.ry, « catholic Hi$torical ltevie1f, 1941, 27: 177. 

36 i(. A. L. Sr& 'th, op. ~. , 355. 

37 arterly ttuview, 1911, 115 : 219 . 
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questionod. Thurst.on e ives as his pr o..?f the fact that Lord Acton, when 

visit.i.nti. ltome a.t certain periods o f his career , used to disguise bimGe 

under the impression that he would thus be better proteeteuaftaiust tl'le 

supposed da~er of a s sassination IT.I Vatican af.!ents .JS 

In hia accouut, l'hurl:ltor • .mentions that he nad rece:i\fed the r eport; 

fr';)J:l two different sourceo. Still another irl::ltance of this peeu1iar be -

",anol" can he l!leBlled from W. L. Hleime,r'tw.ss",tt I S OOM ent-s . This f riend 

f Acton rolates hi)",: embarrassing Ael'.on 'G i.'rie.'1ds found it toexplnin 

Acton's "ec.:::entr ic behavi or in ~oving about :Uome in disguise to escape 

t.he Jemrlts" [1]3.7 Even though sucll COtlooc t i s undoubtedly eccentric, 

one trom1ers i t it constitutes a definite· proof o f tiOllOtl'Jani a . 

fles i dt';:s ~uch point.s of pers onal ber.anor, one l:u.. .. t also conoidal" 

SOlllG p<lIi nt s refer ri.ng to 14li1ton t :3 literary sty l e to rd off the danger of 

miainterproting hiG ~itl11gS . The aava."'l'tages t hrH. Lord Acton ssesae<i 

"' 8 a bistorical l1l'it er are liIanifol d . T"nurston lists them as :;.-'0110w8l 

rr 5 e>'::lOry for details was (~rtr3.()rd1nary; his industry almost wit bout 

parallel; • • • his work ", .. s not hilIllpered by ~rv lack o.f readiness in 

U3:tng his pen; he was habituaJ.ly clear and 11igourous in express ion . IILO 

Ano'ther ass et is noted by A. Ovr.rm.l, S. J . , when· he 3peak;'I oi.' A ctan ' s 

astonishing power f or condellsint~ SOiile generalized t ruth in the i'orlll of 

heavily charged epigr am .hl It 8 this l ast f a cili ty that led t:ol'l ey 

to ".agel" that he liOul d able t o find "at the ver.l l¢a.st~ one pregnant .. 

pithy, lUlliinou8, s llhP'es t1ve say1,:of~ i n utW' three o f the pages ft of the 

38 'fhUl'stO(l, OPe ~. , ) 69-37". 

39 

4 

lenne.rhassett . ~ cit., 173 . 

Thurst on, ~ E.!!., 358. 

11ltainn tbe i deas o f' this paragraph . 

41 Aubr ey l,'wynn, S~ J . , '*Lor d Acton and the Popis h Plot, ft Studies, 
1941l ' 33: li51. 
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fOUl!' voll.ll:li\$s OJ' loettu"ti$ and essays to Lord Acton ' $)) ¢redit..42 POGsj,bl;y-

it tv13$ this characterletie that su.ggest.ed the title of tally 's work on 

Acton - !:!!. Lord Actonsals, 

Act.on abo possess ed tha;& verI' necessary gift of critie."ll analysis 

- S4 essent1&l f or hist,orical work: . Hurbert Paul inSists toot Acton ' s 

crit.ical acll!ltetlWaS Mt. surpassed by tmY ot hiB less. learned oontem.po-

.raries, and inlpl1es t.n r:>C it Pl'OOObl,y iil'Ul"p8Ssed t .hat of nore learned 

persotfs ,. 4) T:r:e v:ast buIlt 0 ·[ Acton t 5 literary output oonsi.s.ts of reviews 

al".ci not.ices .on books, and Ad DU' S p~rfoNance o f this taak certainly 

show!:') a really critical evalua.tion of tl'o..e works discussed. . 

De.spite these lli:S11,Y fi$Setc5)1 Acten pom,essed several di.stnrbing 

literMY liabilities. In an en't.l""oi' :in hi::} journal t or March 12, 1908., 

Ar nold 13-ennct.'t 'Poil:)t.~l out ol'lfl) o f tnese drawbacks. 

Baen reading Lord Acton. 1 &u fir! van to 'the conclusion that 
his assays are too learned in their allusi· ... en.e8& I'-o,r a plain 
mao. r should say that .for a ~1an who spec1alizad in the 
hhtury of the WQr ld durin.", the. l,."lst 2'5'00 ]fears they l10uld 
roake (luite first c~ass . r~ f.4 

vall Nurley, wbose gloOOllg pauegyrie on t.~G value o f Aoton'a work9 was 

previQusly oited, adl!iits that- "Acton 'of ten s6aJ1'led as if he· enjoyed . play-
. . I, .c;:' 

iog hide- and- seek with t.ho !lfel-l -maaning reader. , .... ::> o. S. fort! compares 

IA)rd Act.on t S Iliethod of' prliJsentiu,<ij a thou~ht to t hat of a great ma.tbemati-

ci.:m whose miod leaps f rO(!!; maj.orequation to ~ajor equation and. lea-ves you 

to toll t..hrou.zh the intermediate operations that t o him wer e self-evident . L6 

1t2 

43 

44 

~o:rley, ~ cit •• 1: 235e 

'ml-l.. op. ~., h1.. 

Arnold Dennet:!:;., Journal, 288. 

4$ l'orley,. op. cit . , 1 f 231; also, 2)0, 290-1. 

46 o. $ . F<1rd, ll.Revie 
Hi~torical Review, 1901, 12 , 

ARerican 
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i'ln even more serious cha:r:r.:e i s brought against Acton by Brlnton, w110 

cJ.aim~ tbut Acto d not al ways mnintaln an att.1tude of ilapartl.ality. 

!iatller, Brinton contilmes, 'ctoll tended to c£1ta({ori21e the lliatter of his

ory, and even fall into t hat very tla priorim" he 30ught to avoid .47 

"i.'his char ll.e 0 r'tialit,y i s especially true of Ac'ton t s writine;s on 

such oubjects Infallibility 1 the Inquis i tion, and the 

Jesuits . caU3"l o r Acton ' s definite prejudice on BUch t opic.s, one laust 

interpret hiD ViSVIG on thesa r.Hlt.tera with puch more t han tho proverbial 

::r ain of' salt . 

Anotht.'1" ehul"R'e lod£ed against tile historical prowoos of Acton is bi$ 

tendency t o carry generaliza.tions too far . Ulu.le the facility of epigrm-

mald.n,~ 18 an n.id, at least in l~ct.on 's case, it proved .somethilt<~ o t' a 

bOOL1erang . This double-edged qual:tty i 8 hinted at in the f ol ,lo1..,ini2! ret".ark: 

IISotle o f his statEnet1ts rove the d elusive precuion which at once attract s 

and repels ·us • • • ..46 Ar; JruneB UacCaft're"J' r e!l.'lrked: "In hiG anxiety to 

s ay st.l'iking th1:ngs , lord Acton was not., ali1ays careful of hio facta . ,,49 

CASe vary ~uchto this point 18 Professor G. Trevelynt s observation 

that hi s personal investigation of Acton ' s ch.rJ.rge that tho Jes 

'urdeI'ad ito8s i , the liberal minister of Piua IX, revealed t.hD.t ,there 

aantt; 'tho slighhst justi.t1ca~ion t or 'that stateclent. So Even Herbert 

ul, f ervent ad.'lirer of Acton that he is, adt:i1t.s as much wben he recalls 

h7 ane Brinton , °tord Acton ' s 
tmolo.gical Review, 1919, 12 ~ 108. 

'hilos.op~ of His-tory , " .~ ._ • .• 

L.a "Editorial 00 Acton I S Inau~ura1 Lecture, 11 ~, June 12, leW,." 

4 tlLordl~cton t S Lect.ures on ,-i sh f.eclesi...l>tical 
"acord, 1<;07 , 391 507 . - --

SO ll'redede V,ngelJanosl, IISome !iotes on Lord Acton Suggested 1:r.r a 
Recent BOok, " Catholic Hl. ::;t.orical Review, 1943 , 29 : ) S'lff. - ' 

.. 
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,.ctonls telling him that "Rous:lleau had produced l'rIore ef'fed with his oon 

t han Aristot.1e or Cicero, or Saint AUg'J.stinc, or Saint Thomas Aquinas, or 

any other man who ever lived • • Sl 

It is true t hat such sweeping statOAlents are relatively f e"«,still 

t his tandencymust be kept in mind when evaluating rerorks made by Lord 

Acton , especially in hieconveraations a.ud personal letters . 

still another nand1-cAp under ",mien Aeton labored must be mentioned. 

Acton was very capabl e of pointing out the danger of eertaul practices 

in historical writi ng, \)ut he was not :30 succes s ful in ll'Voidi ng these 

SUl~ pi t raIls hitrl};cl f . For eJrofllple, A(:ton wrote to Lady UlannarhasseU 

'61:r.ending her · because, a5 he said, "You ohll8rve the golden rule, to 

statio no fact lli thout stating the evidence. I:t~t, fJ he continues," thero 

is a silver ,rule, t.o give no unnecGssaryevidence. ,,52 It was just tilis' 

sil vc'r rule t.hat Acton himself 00 often V'lolated. 

Acton so exulted in the new archivescaae available t.o scholars t h<lt 

he set copyists to :work all over the wrld t.o supply him \nth ;aa:terlals. S3 

I n his attenpt to include all this overwhekinR roast! o f cv1dence, Acton 

of ten obscured his r eal messa I\s ono wrltccI put it, Ilifa are not 

quite 80 Sl1 s Lord i\ctOIl appears to be t hat t ile im'IIlense tlultipliootion 

of ne1\' material f or hist.o:r"j' will encourage 1ndepe"'Jdence of .1udgr:;;cnt eitMr 

in wrltE:rs or i.n readers . tSh 

It is obviollS t o h1stor1cal students today that, despite the .. ide 

use Acton 

51 

2 

de of pr i.nlary' sources, he ignored. or overlooke d Mny dis-

• __ u1 , op • . ~. , 

,[{gis and l,a:urence, Scl. Qbrr. , '270. 

SJ Engel- Jano.s1., "Reflections on Lord Ac'ton ' s I deas of Ristory, tI 161 . 
G. P. Gooc.~ , H1sto.r.r ~ ~'t.ori;ms ~ ~ hine teenth century, 384. 

54 " Editorial on t\cton t 5 augural Lecture, tt Tilnes, JUne 12, 1095, 
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coverios :i01J1 recognized as or f irlSt ll£i.tx:Jrten cv: , especiaJJy 'l:n the f ield 

or med.ieval l'€'seal'ch.S5 Hot only c.id )' ctcm fail to consider certain 

valuable mat tU'ials but, accordi r1"; t o i'r-ot €SSOl" '11'evel..·'rt1, ~~cl.oo heliev(."<i 

too eas:ily i n tho anecaotes {1.~ ili.st oric.'i."il source.s. 56 

~orle'y nQt€Il the Stele- ph~rto$t!non "th~n 11e speaks of jl.cton ls tt.un.tirlng 

hun.t .for i nci dents on the political Qi:ickstail's . 1I57 The same opinion 1.5 

e'.lCpreslierl by Ery.~, who thim:s that Acton pla ced too ouch va~ue on the 

back-s tairs anecdotes as a va;l.id source of historical i llfot'll'lation.58 

Sa4"AUSe o f this tendeney, lta.itland warns r eader·s of the .mecdotes 

to remember that Acton vms by no meatlE incapable of nessting a pearloi' 

ira..ny in the way o f those who wou1d mis t.ake. it 1'010' pebbly rae·i;. . sS9 

Granting l'tuch a pos.sibil ity, it &till 31lSIil.a tmt P.ct()t1 SUcc.u'I'I'I.bed f ar too 

easily-t.e the l 1.U:'e 0:£ Ite'lY t estimor,y .for his QlfIl historica.l s.Ql.lt1ru1$Ss .• 6O 

50 rr.uch the:-n f or the ove:r·-all picture 0.1 Acto.'1, h1:"i lif e atld his 

wor ks. '1ith tbe view ·of arrivinu at a just. a.pprai~"ll of Act-em ' s l'ela-

tions with the cat holio Chur ch, ita will ;M:"! proceed to the main botiY 0$ 

the tbesis wherein we shall oomsleier in ue.ta.il thrG-e\(ey epi.s<>des i n 

cton I S car eerf (1) his j oul'T'..n.lisiic crullarie, (2) bis Vatican Council 

effor ts, and (3) p.ia l ettera to the '1'ix.le5 in 1874. 

5!} :s. L. r.ood:ward, "'l'he Pl ace of Lord Acton in :Ute biberal l-!.ove!!Jent 
of the riifietesnth Century, 1& Polit ica, 19J9, 11.': 261 .• 

:6 '. , 
EnRe1-,~anosl., "Sallie Rotes • • • , ' 359. 

57 Mol'l.ay, op.. ~., 1; 2JO-l ~ 
58 JMI65 B. Bryce, Studies in Cont emporary 13i.o~ 

~..,:;::;........!....;::... 

59 Frederick K<rl.tl.and, 
3: 5~-51S . 

rne: Collected Paper s of 1<'r~-derick t{ . r;.dtl.md, 

60 lerbert ti~ L. 'fisher, "Acton's Historical '[for k, " Quarterly 
Review, 1911, u5. 176 . !lRevi~w of Letters O'f Lo~ Acton to l'ary Gl tliistone , If 
CIltnol1c -"orla, 836. ~'iggi.6 Ilnd Laurence, seI.Tor.r:-m.- - . .. --



~ Clash - Acton.,!. !!ou.rnalis-tlc crll~ .. ade 

Adoitt.edl,ir the t.>arly scboolL'"1,?, at Oacott under Cardinal Wiseman 'ffi'i:S 

~rtant in its inf luence on the yom): Jo.hn Acton. Even t:lot'e was this 

true o f the scholastic trainln!: Acton received f~ L\)rtor Dollinger at 

~unich.. Ji;ut Davin ~ill:t.he.\'l in his Lord Actor!: the ~ormative Yeara, pro-- - .-
vides such a worttndlile treafA:aent t.hAt any diseusslon of toot period 

r esolves itsel f .i l"lto a r eeit..u of efta.tiona from that sourCE! . f;'br Gu(m 

a reason, then, and because of the l:U.'t1tatlons o f space, IliUeh 01."the 

early oockground of Acton will be o~itted in thi$ paper . Acton fs 

jOUrfllllistie eareel" - - a18 connections td t.b t be R~lEtt.: and l'.of'.e ftome 

and Fore~)l Review - n:Ul serve as our starl.lng point . 

Huch ot ,tbe s1erdi'1ctmceof this perit)d can be gleaned !'roo tb@ 

description o f the Acton o X' t.Mt thr.e llS IJt.M enthusiastic lmi.ght.-errant 

of the tihureh, who thouEhi ••• to .rin thewoola world t.o & synthes:i.s 

of learn~!, Libardl.sm. ana. Catholi cil1m. ttl certainly tha't youth.flll 

entffiwiaSIil is evident 1.."1 li.cton' s dOOicat.ion o f h1.s lif e-5erv'lce to the 

caUSe ot utr anslating G'Sman seienee iu!;.o t.be ,:lish 1 diOOl. 1\2 

Acton .had st udied the English 9eene~ f ound that t here liaS 110 l ack 

of periodi cals preaenM .. ng scieneeapart t:roli~ religion, and viee ve.rsa, 

r eli!t1on apart i ra", Science. nut he f"ollnd ~iS3ing tlw very tn>e be 

1 J . Ii. I.'ifi.&is 8.1'10 R. V. Laurenee, Selectiot'lS tros the Corres
pondence of the f irst Lord Acton, xi. Crane Bd.nton~ra-Aet,ori ' s 
?hHo50pti""'of Hi stQry, ~rvmra-Theolog1cal Ueview, 1919, 12 : 86. 

2 U l ima za,rry., D. O. , "Lord Acton ; a Study, 1' 
1918, 162 : 362. 

blin Revie .. , 
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or..cd to encourage) via . , one coobln1ng the t rue ecientific s pirit l'I'1th 

the art IX. tml i c vieWPOint . ) 

Detemined to preach hin crusade tbr?ugh the pages o f t.he 1)l"'eSS, 

Acton joined forces with Sic:pa.on I n <.>ditiua 'th ~ _ __ __ er. It was Simpson, 

who stat.ed the c;aGC f'or the crusade when he 'flrote (U~ .folio!;!> to lllshop 

\.r mtt of 30Uthwark on April 2), 1662: 

eat prejudice against t.he {llureh a:aong edu~tod English
i n nat Il religlouili one a.li&iruJt ner d Ot,'/l1.11S, hut an ethical 

and pnliti.cal one; thoy thir.k that no Catholic can be truth..-
ful, honcst, or free~ and tnaf. i f be tries to be· So puhllcl1 ~ 
he is at once sub ject. to pers ecution. The existent? o f the 
'at'lbler i.5 wro or 10.:;;s a reply to this prejudice. 

'om such a statet::ent of a.im it is not bard to understand w~ it haa 

been sai d o f 'the P,ambl er t hat it ffhas an importance in the hlsto.ry of' 

EnGlis h CatlY.ll1cism durinr the nineteenth centn..'7 , vthlch i 8 not to be 

measured b7 its mer e duration as ajourn.al . tS Add t o it.s announced pur-

pose t "act that it r epres ented (In pha.'3e of COl'lvert tboUt~ht in direct 

oppositi on to 'W. tl. liard and i!ant1ing , h and it is likt.!wi3·o easy to see 'Wby 

the younc"}mi ght- ernlnt " I otUlQ h1t:wel.f' f ae;i.ng f requent. challenges f'roa 

anxious tlud f earful f,nglish Q}thoUca.6 

••.• e DCI'l,laader8'" \Vere soon _ de to realize that such a s p-iri.t of 

aei entifie noll- C'Jnf omism as t.hey preached us l~ertaioly not acceptable 

to "tw);se who bad grown up in anotMr schoo.1 of ideas. "? ~icu1 .. rly 

was t hiS t he case with the Ultramontane school , -.;bich A.cton described as 

C. i? 
J 

h 

5 
6 

cton, " C.on!1iots with Rome, t1 lW'.ae 6nd Forei p:n . __ ___ ; 
ch in History and Histor~ ~ the 7iineteenth ('entUl . , 

Abbot Gasquet, ~ Acton ~ !!!! C1rcle~ lvij, lviij . 

Herbert 

d.d . 

7 Acton, tlCBr dinal 1fl...'leI:an and The 
alld foreign lte:l1iew, 1862 cited in l''i.tud.s 
39. 
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a ays.tam 'whereby the principles o f absolutism were introduced into the 

church herself . 6 -.rIlis (J1"OllP ,soon began a ltilitant campaign in defense 

()~ tI.eir views. 

Act.on l 13 att«;;pts to derend hi s position actually worlced to the ad-

antatre of the opposi~ f orces . ~l;y ti'lis resulted is obvio~a f rOOl the 

.foll<:rifin~; quotat~on \.,herein Acton explains hia views • 

.1.1 t e,rature, like t,0vel'oneut as{3iats r ellliion, but it does 80 
i ndirectly, and .from Wiitbout. j'ha ends f or which it ~Qrks are 
d13tlnct f :rOlll those of t he Omrch" and yet. subsidiary to' U'lCt.i ; 
and the nore independently each f'orooaclxieves its own emt, th 
more com.plet.e Trill the ult~a1;e agreer:ent be f ound, and the 

re will relir'.ion profit. . 

an atrO'wed pr inci ple to keep strictly 

within the linit s of defined doctri ne and tbe (;Zltholie ~ait.11, 10 it 

exerci8ed entirely too much f reedom. in the discussion of ;pbil'':)80phi~, 

scientif ic, political, and h1~Jtol"ical questions to. please t.he o~. ositi.on. 

Indeed the oPi,i()siti tionts sta.nd in understandabl e nhen one consi del's }lO' 

ous bel iefs aUG acientific:: i'luJin~~s were to be fus ed. 

Acton L"lsists, of cour se, that the prinoiples oj: r eliRion, eovern-

ant, eoo a ciencQ are in 11 rry, always arid absolutely. ~t tben h 

adds, 

their interests Qt'e not . And tb:>ugh .all i nt.ere&ts .mu..'lt yiel d 
to thos e of relieion, no principl e CAn succul,'!b to any int ert;tst . 
A pol itiC<ll lan or a s cientific trut h ~ be porilous to the 

)1"a18 or fait.h o f indiViduals but it cannot on this gf'Q.und 
be resi.ste.d b',r 'tho Church ••• A discover/ may be OIlde in 
science uhich will ahalte tho !".l1tb of tlKlUsands, yet. reliP.ion 
cunnot refut e it or obj ect to U . The diffet'cnee in thi&; 

B Acton, Ilt]l tr.auont.rutism, II ~ aM Foreign Hcview, July 186.3, 167 . 

cton, ucnrdtru.u ifiseman ami the H. t.r Ji. Hovle., U ~~ ~ 
~ rei gn iievielt" October 1662, SU. 

10 
1 : 

thbert l!Utl er, o. S. B. , The Life and ~ of Bishop Ullatnor ne" 



respect bet.ween a true and f alse religion is, tM.t one judges 
all things by the standard of their truth,. the ot.her by the 
tQuchston.a of its omt interests .11 

In 3U ch reasoning as t above it. seems apparerit that basically 

19 

;lcton held correct ideas on sooe ticklish matters, but he had an unhapPY' 

,anner ot saying the right things in S"llch 4 way as t o allow otl'lers to 

read into them n.uwy different and ineorrect meanings. TaY~ for ex:.naple 

he [ ollemin« ex:pulootion Actor; gave o f 't.he role of rel1tt1on: 

~hen il l'elieion is applied to the socirJ. and political. sphere~ 
it.s gen.er al spirit muat be considered rather than its particu
lar precep-ts • • • .12 ~'br t.he ethical and intellectual offices 
of the Church, as di~tj.nct l'rore tler sp-irltual o1'£iee, l;;re not 
hers cxclusi vely or peculiarly. They were di s charg cd, bo'JGVCl' 

'pcrfectly, bef orta she t13G t'ounded; w o they are discharged 
still, independently of her, Qv ho othar autnoritiea-science 
and society. 13 

Starting with the ItGstmlpti-on tMt 'tbe scient.ific t;i}irit which arose 

OlJ;t of the decolllpOsition of Protest.antis had become in the hands o f' 

°itholico the sa!'eeuard of r tlllglous truth, &Dd the most ef..tl.c1ent 

weapon of controversy, 14 Acton ~roceeded to tile conclusion thiit since 

~be r 1 se o t" heresios furniShed the test Which defined catholi
cim:t to he t.he most perfect Q:press :ion of Christianity, 9.0 

·}'Je growth of internal con troverbj' reqtt1rea SOIllO Curt.her test 
to 3scerttl.1n thQ pur-eat f om 01: thourdtt on open quest.ious 
'lUbin 'the tllltu.-cb. 1 

11 GiElilJ.r line of thou;i:bt can be no~.ed 10 ~SS note 55421n uhich 

lord !\cton remarked that "Ecclesiastical decision8 [ar e] 'not to precede 

II A cton, It card. • , n ). 449 • 

12 Acton, :I?he Protestant Theory of PCl"S'ecntion, It Rambler., ttaroh 
1862, ci ted 1n f'i ggia m d Laur'ence, Hi(jt . of 'l'iTeedoc, 150. (~ra\let 
scribes this to Simpson. --

1 • cf.(>n, .. • .f.,. 'i H. 9, r. Ii.; 448-449 • 

11 Acton, "Ultr &..ontan1.SIl, It 192. 

1 
~. , 164. 
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bui" to f oLloll scientifi.c (11SC1),$8.1008'. ,,16 

Once llgain we notice that ,actually what Acton lSuggeat-s 1.s, within 

certain l:l.nits, the a ccepted procedure of Catholic practice . Fllt his 

L'lanner of exr,resslon elicits dangen:msly m illesdine eOlH::lusions. 

Acton $OUlOti;!ll.e.5 unhaj~)ily con!\lsoo occidentals with essentials when 

he looks for ltctl'Ull pro'!>! of some pri nciple thooreti,cally sound in itself ., 

'1'0 tlluatrat,e , -- Acton :U1S.i~U that ftA fact raay be true or a lalfi J!tay be 

j ust" and yet it may: under certainoondi-tion:s irrJ(olv6 BOlae spiri'tlunl 

l oss . n17 ! h(m in prQoi' he cites t..l}e ditiCGvery that too donation 0.£ 

Constantine W'daspurioucS. 18 Actuall¥ this example, u plyi.ng 3$ i ,t doe:f 

tn."lt, it was accompanied b"/ a serious spi r itual :se~-baQk, is decidely 

weak and unconvincing" '.ilia t:t"Ut h 'O f the £latter :is that adjufl'trdout ne-

cessitated by tllis di~eovery was l'llaO:c with relative eas e .. 

This over-,zealous defence ot' scientific treedool SOl:;et1t!les led Acton 

iJ"tt o a rathe r r evolutionary c~paicn on behal f" of the l'e£ol'l'Mtion or 

catholic theology l.nthe li,t;ht o f certain Ji'aahionable h:ib'i'.ori<..-al, 

J:VP-Ot.heses,. 19 And here Acton stepped on exceedinglythtrl 1c~ t 'Ot' be 

i nsisted tbat 1tcfo be sincere a liitm must b.'lttle with thecauscs 'Of error 

that beset every iIlind. ",20 

SUch a IIltatetietlt bea,rs a close reset'G:blance t o the start-ling remark 

16 Frederick ~,el Jal1osi, "Ref.lections on Lord Aeton's Ideas of 
History, 4 Cat-holl C Hist.orical. itevie'S, 1941,27: 177. 

17 Acton, :<>nIlicts l'Iit h homo, II 454. 

16 ~., M9. 

19 \llllri,d t'larti, 'The Lif e of John Hor.r;y C:ardiJlal H.e~;wn, 1 J «.59-460. -'------- -----

2.0 Acton, NLetter of Var-ch Jl, 1883, It cited i n Herbert Paul. fa 
Letters 'Of Lord Acton to .J.ary Gladston€, 21,9. --- -.-- - - -'--
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made by Dollinger at a.n earlier date. w llitleer maint ained the thesis, 

that "in theology it is only i;.hrough errol't,hattruth i:J att al ned, 't 1s 0. 

law which, \rl.ll b e valid in the futuro flS it has been universal iii th. 

past . The r emark caused ;reat stir but 'Ias it stood, everybody Jmew it 

t o b e trlJ,e,,1'I it .. 'as notC',:md~ed .nuc\}.21 

Such opini.ons gi veweif1ht t.o the generally beld view that :-cton WQ.S 

addressing his remarks D.ore to a non- tJatholie public 'thon a Cat bolic one . 

It was ~l.lfrid ;ard' $ fim convict i on tb{lt ltwM Act.on I S clasire !lto 

Elonduct an F.n~1i$h t~Vi,el'i tl"..ut would i nfluence non- C.a.tholics as well <:;$ 

C.'lt.holles , a fter t,he J1lan!ler o j ' the Ger""..u1n periodicals with which he ~'fas 

f alll:'.i.liar . l.22 

Ther e were, ho_aver, e bright spots in Acton ' 5 jourtitllistic 

career) and tOO30 appeared. i n the various tt~tifaonies ofr ered in tribute 

to the aeoolru'linea s o f the publ ication s: . I n 1863 Acton ;$loned under 

tho flbtteri, declaration of Bishop Brown t.hat "thsro hao nover been 

anyt.binl~ SQ cooci as th ll.lJlt numl1er " 0-£ t.be ~e and tbreien Review. 23 

.bout this sar..e tit. Acton reports- that tw;, f3ishop of 3hr ewsbur;r va1d 

h:ir:> a visit . Altmugh tho prel at.e evidently cat.le wi.tb the objective 'Of 

9:get'lol15hirm" the 'WOrk, Acton l"'emarku, I I I converted t he Hishop . 1I24 

'att.he'W .Arnold s lnv.ish in his praioeJJ of the 

eview. Ho stated that IlPerhaps in no organ of criticis m in this country 

21 A I~t.on, "The l!unich 
186.h, 23$. 

np.ress, 1! Home ~ Foreign RoV'iew, 

22 W. Ward~ op. ~., 1: 467. 

23 aaquet, ~ cit. , )0$. 

24 ~. , 306. 

'anuary 
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W,.lS t.here :$<) much knmtl.edge, s o I;:\u::h pl-a,vo f mind. n25 A like testi:mony 

1s eiven in (',he lJictlonar,y ~ Natiorial Biogra~ which states th;~t tltJUll 

review represent s 'the hi gh · ... ater mark of the liberal C,':lthclic tlOVel'lHl>.nt . 

Probably llO, revi~Jt o f the reign or Queen Vic-to:Fia It>,,aint~ifi13d GO hi gh a 

stAndard of troner ... l exeellence. tl26 

Uany other Oltholic &"'Id, non- catholi.ccri'ticB' recolwi~ed t.hw biH:b 

callber at ti}ese re:v'ie~!fs ~21 ",he cause f or sueh~a1ted opinions was no 

doubt in I?f'eat m,e&.'\lre t he l"'Qm!.1:t o.f the scholarly oontl'ibU'tions of Aeton 

himself • he also enlist.edt.he services of other reco,;n1$€d scholars ~ 

.among t.hat, ~ia'ther de Euck" a eolJ..,and1st . Z8 r:o-l" a l.~ited periodeva."l 

the intellectual and oolturnd f!euius Qf j, eWll an was at Actt,n fs disposal. 

i c:'"iftllatl even se-rved &5 editor ot the bler f or the bdat s pace o f t.wo 

issues . 

t desPit.e such laudat ory opinions aOO. tbe genulnely scholarly 

SUi'POrt. t~ivoo the endeavor, :\etnn f u journd iStic vent ut'e Ita$ earlY' be-

aciged by bQtb clerical anrt lay 0PfJOs.it,l on. don revc<lls as QUeb i.n a 

lette'l' t.o !';ollinger in 1858 vthen he said. 1t1 .see so 1:i.ttle oont1.<ienee 

placed i n me· and I <U1l sUl'1"O'Wlded by nalaci oua intrigucs, i!U1O.rancef1nd 

back- biting. tt29 

r was t.his just the illu1@;ioor,r grievance of a too sel1sitl v' 

2$ ftLord Acton am the li'a.'Jbl.er, Ii 'Dubl.1n Review, 1907, 140.; 10 . 

26 "Su.pplement II (1901-l~1l) , l/ 9. 

27 Still further t.es'timonics to tlle excellence of these journals ~se 
~>oI.ven 10 the, following sourcest R. 8. Johnson, .li'aoous Reviews, 302; 
Fi ggb and Laurence 's introdttction to 9i:st. o f Jlreadoai" n!i; 
~. L. !?1c twe:rba:u3ett, 1t,A c:ton , 13JL-190~J « DuEIin H.eVie!f" 19)4, 194: 176. 

28 • ward, OJ,' • .cit. , 1: 471:. 

29 15. L. w.:;odward, wfbe ?l ace of Lord Acton in the Liberal VOYer 
$:ent ot t-he ~inet,$etlt.h Ccnt~. oJ ~litiCQ, 1939, la 2S3 . 



when he wrot.e 00 faOrutlt"J I, 1859: 

'the t.ask o£ raising the level or thou,lJht and learning amongst 
us is ardUQUS ei'lOllgh to emploj us alI our lives.. r·t is ooe 
in l'Ihich su~ees,s isnecese~(rlly alow; it i:J one too i n which 
it is, worthwhile to 105 0 noth1n[! by one ' s own fault .35 

'n viail' of such ~a5serl vie\"n~" one WQnd-era w ersisted i n ttri th 
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such provoking artioles as t he one 0'0 the Oatholi S3, i ll which he snid~ 

'rtro Utcl"8l"y i nferiorit y of catholics is clue t.o the absence 
of the will, not of' tho ,PO.rel" to ElOtcal .. • • The cont~pt and 
indifforalloo .'lith Mlich knoulQdt~0 is otten rt~arded scon en
gtmdoro aVer$ion and dread • . . • .iftlt. religion 18 not served 
by denying the t actn, or by dentru.neing t.hose \'Ina proclain 
thCXil • . • • Truth is not the exclusive possesSion of the 
ignorant • . •• Authority can only cond~ error, Us vitality 
ia not destrayed until it is rei'uted.J6 

Such l an;uage .aa $urely not very consonant. with Acton I s OMl advi~e on 

the neceslJity ()f a.vo.1ding all compl'Olll.:iS.ing Bituations,. 

In December oj;.' 186) anecc1esi{l:st.ical brief, "~ultiplices inter, It 

a6 iDStled. asserting tlillt SCholars, t h&ologltmt.!l, a nd men o f seience 

were subject to doctrinal decisions • .37 Ver"J probably the }.junie.~ (k)ngroas 

provided the occasion for thnt document • 

. ~llinf{er had invited Q;.tholio seholara to ~oet. early in too :veal' 

o f 1863, ta t.ake up the discussion of the great (l():tltrQveraies of m.odern 

theology . J8 But this neet1ng ",aa calJ.ed wit bout ep1sc.:opal. or any other 

sort 0 1 jurisdidiQll)9 'fhu.~ it Vla3 that, even thoue h tbere mto/ be sooe 

truth to Act 00 ' 8 point that lIan address of fidelity TfaIS unanilllOusly 

voted • • • and the Pope, by a telegraphic message bestowed his blessing 

35 <>.... t' it 60 ~que , op • . ~., • 

:;6 ~., lxlj, lxUj ., 

37 
~n.rry,. ~~., 17 • 

.,38 Acton, "1'.he ttun1ch '-'Ongreas, It 210. 

:; 
oo.rry, oe. ~ •• 16. 



on the Con~8s and its work, ,,40 at-ill tho Ft-ener~il sentiJnent Has t hat 

t.he !Aunich. uotl,p had figuratively thro.vn down the gauntlet to Rome . 

1;laturall3', t.herefore. w~n Acton e~ented favorably on the pro

ceedings 01: this Congretls , bG aroused much hostility . 41 What.is more, 

in his rev-taring of the incidents of the ('o~reS8t Acton allowed bis 

omnipr esent preJudices to insinuate t.hems{',lves' even i nto t.he naYS 

ceo\Ult itself . 

?or ~ple, when he deacrilx<l Pro fessor Al$og's attentpt to fom 

an &ssodat1on o it ll~ed Zllen for the retutat.i on oJ' current accusations 

;a i nst t,he l)ttholie Church., Acton points out f 

Here a~ain 'We find ourseclves nt onee at\l1d spongy conven
tionalities. 'i bis notion of ref"utinll ca1Ul:O:nies i 8 an i nsidiol1$' 
f aliaO"J, and has done the great eat harm to 1:i.terature and re
ligion. The wOl"stthings are not the calUl'lUlles, but the tX'Ue 
charges, - tile scandals concealed, denied, Md at last. dis
covered, the abutJtr3, the b,vpocr iay" the timidity, tIle nll
c:r..ar1tablene~ and etcndacit:; which under the pretence of a good 
C8U5C, make lil:eo often utl3cl'Ur.mlous, and

j 
a,t l ast alr$)st urk'1ble 

t.o distinguish betl'le-an r ight <:1TXi 'Orong. ~ 

In til.a course ,of thiS 6 ' article Aeton found Qccaaiof) to express 

ieVIDlCta that Hour pr inciple o f t radi tion, t he $Ot.to 'quod st".JJlper, 

's"Uod U'bique, quod ao omnihus ' which is written on our bBnnp.r, has been 

isunrlerstood by friends as lJeU as advel'$tU'ie$ • .JU The t act. is that 

25 

both the slogan and the ~ ~ ",'oreign Re.viewts fllOtto, -·tseu vetus est. 

Vel"U1ll, diligio 51 vo tlOV'Wll,. - invito miSinterpretation b e cause 0 f their 

atlbiguity .44 

4 Acton, "Th@ ltunich Cong.ress, It 209- 210. 
_-------"'h fioview, 190.3, 191. 513. 

h1 n.n.B., 9. 
42 Acton, "The Munich fungres8, 242. 

43 Ibid., 233-234. 
44 i2f.l.Ul j 01' . cit., 33 . 

tiThe >lte I..ord Acton~ It 
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5uchill8tanc-es l'€;vcal bow natural ,"as the opposition that Acton's 

journali~tic cr;uw.de aroused, and M'. understandable y,,-as the positl(m 

thnt e cciesillzt,iCilJ. authorities began to assume. In l£63 Dlrdincl BarMbo 

sent a circulal' l etter t.o thf)l bis hop.'> warning against too d611orali~ultion 

.cng t.hfJ youth!'ul laitY' and clex,Qr uue to the influence or the Rambler.kS 

,"Ven though \tisc~ was a~mre U>.at Act.on with his militant 

,bl~ spoke for most o f those Cnthnlics not belonging to tl}(? extreme 

Ultr8F-'..outane school, L6 s till he too attacked the poliC'ies of bot h t.he 

hler trod the ~ ~ f'Oreign Review. 

Yiflst were the charges lod..~oo a.:~,..ur::t3t tbane Journals? 4'iSG!t.lBD 

liatoo tb~ as f ollows: 

Its absence £0.1' years ot' all reserv~ or reverence in its tl"eat
l'aent or pcr~on$ or t tllngs deet;:ea sacred, 1.t .s grQing ever on 
tho veryE!dge3 a i' the oost perUous ab,ya8cs of error, Ilnd its 
habitualpreter ellce of upcathollc to cat.holic instincts, 
tendonoies, f.lno motivc.s. 47 

A r eply lUtS made to- SiSC1nan's eba.l"gea 10 the second issue of the 

~ ~ F'oreig!; Review, October 1862 . I n trutb, thl!'! article includes 

s iUC h. c f the nruthlosstalk of undorgradua'tes tl48 that it i s ~re often 

aG30ciated with SimpaOll than with Acton that. onesuspe.ets tt¥l.t Simpson 

rna'! havs lfrit ten it. . 

'I'he m-iter 01: the article, 'flhoever it r::.ay oo,llckt'lOlfl edr.os that a 

'athoUc 

4 

46 

L7 

48 

eview " hid} 1$ deprived of t.he countenance of ecclesinsti cal 

'But.ler, 2E!. cit ., 1. 322. 

,uI, op .• cit., ..36 . 

Actcon,Jl card. t'fiseI1lan and the P. Ij F R.evi~lY, n 504. 

14. 
~.~.~~ -'-:;i;A"~7 $l4 . 

f rederi ck 'fl. 1!altland) 
o. P. Gooch, flistory 
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authorities is placed i n an abnomal position, since even ita best works 

are infected with the suspicion ~th whic.i it is regarded, and its merits 

bceor:.e ahlost morc perilous t han its f~ults. The difficulty of the 

P.eview 1 n position is will noted when too writer continuos, 

For a catholic uho defends himself at the expense of an ee
cleai.a stieal 8uperiorjl sacrifices that which is geflt?rally of 
/dore ~bUc value than his own f"cdr .fame; and an F!ug1iah 
Catholic who casts bac.k on Cardinal -e;i s eoan the bla.!:!e Ull-

. jus tly thrown upon himself hurts a reputa.t.i on "hi cil belo!ISS 
to t.h~ lYoote bod'.r,. and di sgcracea too entire oo~unity or 
fat-holies. 9 

But, the author C1mtinues, he does not f ind hmseli i n suc.'b a 

dil~, 1'0 1" h& is able to ohow the injustice of the cardinal's 

tions and yet. explain 110\1 natural Vias the .misint.erpretation of rf.1.S 

!ilce. 

cusa.-

All in nll, the eff e ct at' tllis answer wus to avert out-right con-

demnation or the journals . But tho pacifYing eff ect. suc}} &pl.anat1o.ns 

rea::! havQ bad we.re offset considerably Oy the indiscreet remarks !:~de 

further en in t.nntsatne article. 't he writer Cl-sks ecclesiastics to 

reJ;l(lll.lber 

that., While the of fice ot ecclosi .. stical authority i .$ to 
tolerat.e , to warn, and to gu:ide . that of r eligious intelli-

611ce and .zeal is not to leave the kjI'eat "«Qrk at intolle,ctual 
and social civilizat.ion to be the mo-noply andpr1vJ.lege of 
otbers, but to save .it if'rf:)c deNSCWient tu e iving to it t or 
leaders the children, not the entnies o f the Church. 50 

The ecclesiastical reply to t his de.fenee .. as ullathorne 1 s episcopal 

letter of October 1862, wherein insisted tha t the spirit :md 'tone of 

all j ournalistic -.ritine be dafl.nitely improved. 51 

49 Acton, "card. tV. and the n tt F Review, II 441-h42 . 
50 U:n ~., owv. 

1 
t 10J;'" OPe cit ." 1 ; 322. 
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'her e was s till another exchange of letters in Mus controversy. 

Sittpson. aflSwered Ullat.hor tlefs 1ettep; und in JanUfll"1 166) , .eishop U1la-

thorne replied in h hundred page w{)l'k, liOn Certain i-<ethods of the 

l' this last welltl.oned uor k, 

Ullathorne a.ttacked the note oi' r ecklessness ami even unsoundHGSs obvious 

in. s nUl'llber o,!' v1cw~) expressed 1."1 these periodi cals. But.ler , however, 

notes a weak point ill t hlli answer in its overloo~ Simpson' s reply and 

eonCCl'ltra t:~' on t he: ephoocr al measures or the w.y. :;;2: 

~oat of us can now t urn over many pages of l,'Oth the Rar"bler and thf:l 

~ ~ 'roro.ign Revitm and lronder y.bat cali ha,ye been seriously Wliss 

wi eh them. ~3 Indeed, au Abbot Gasquet r t,;markoo, <ten Ii C review of 

all eirCUQstances it s eems as 1-' • the whole cont roversy It'li{,llt have 

beon avoided with just a lit tle betttlr underf,Jtunding on both sides • .64 

mile i t i s tne both that the ul t ra-liberal t one of the journal did &"ivc 

real offense to ecclesiastical authori.ti es, 55 ~nd that the j ournal$ did 

contain 80me t h1ng$ to ~ch t bish~ps a nd 'theologians of that day 

coul d justly take exception, :> till t here can be 11 ttl e doubt that J!.'ost of 

the advanced sitions oi' tth: tA~gazines ¥ioul d not necessarily be re.~rded 

now a6 deservillt..oi tlie stigma of liberal cat holicl.sm 'tha:t t.hey then 

received . 

t hese publications ,fer e r egarded <)8 Itcnfants ter-riblos u by 

F,ng,l.inh eccleslru:.-t1cal authorities was due per haps ltlOre to the 

2 l~~d ., 1 : 329. 

53 

51J> 

BL.ord Acton. and the tfslbler, n OP e oit., 14. --
iasquet, .op. cif:.., xlj . 

5 
'1. ston, op. cit., 11.4. 

t hUl"ston, 
squet, OP e cit ., --

l..orJ Acton. " QlthoUe~, 1906,. 34 , .359. 



UirritatiOd tone in tihich delicato r;;att.eX's '/fore spoken. oJ..' th&l by r:mcb 

that wali actually said. nS7 Such journals that took an "irrepressible 

deliJ~ht in s hock everydaY' catholic sentisent ana in pin-prlck1n;-, 

bi$ho;')swere btmnd to get in tical authorities . 

ecnuse the ham!) aid thln!ts "ungenerously and off ensivelyl! it 

also ",lJe.('s. O~· the old En-g ll.sh catholic groups, and 

thus loft A-cton eVen more solitary in the ca:llI~;ifm t hat be had 

ull(iertaken. ::i9 

The inconsistency 0 f Acton ' s posit.ion has been well depicted by 

:onde B. Pallen in his general observations on t.he role or a liberal 

Catholic editor. 

he editor of a journal purporting to be C.athollc .• {j-'<?llen ab-
5erVeG~ {tU!:''t be eatbolic not only in t ho prof eti.sion be [lIakes, 
,ut in spi.rit and in trot"h.. To as~e to be l.iberal and then 

to endeavor to appe.ar C,1.tholic h to belie bis faith ; and 81-
t housh i n .hi$ own heal"t he DaY imn,gine th. ... t be: .is as ('atl'lOl:tc. 

s the Pope ••• there is not 'the leaat doubt. that his 10-
,.1uence on current ideas <snd tl-.ro ruu'l!h o f events is t.r..rown 1n 
Lho favor of the eneqy; und in spite of h,i osel r , he becomes a 
satellite f orced to a oV'e in the general orbit described lrJ' 
ULeralisr ... . 6O 
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8 

Possibly the best gt"Oulloa 1'01' obj.e~Uon to these journalistic VeI'l-

tures of Acton haa be.en in the Uay 21. 18$9 issue of the ~let. . 

!t says. in part, 

Yihat '\!'Ie suspect to have been the }l.ct,ual eraund of x:Usgi ving 
about tho Ram.bler is not tJo much any 130lated views 'which 
were identi1'iea \tUb it ... , as its Ijeneral tone and 
tooper • • •• The grand Ild3tUke m-ade in Us aduilliatraMon 
8eclU3 to us to ha"u:: heen that or tQree'ttin~ that. cat holici sm 

7 tbid . 
se 
• Butl er, op.. ci t ., 1 : )07 , 

.~9 " '- - . -00 l u.a.U . 
II'bat is UbornliStt, '12 . 



is an a tmos phere" and not u mere creoo; t hll!t it. is a. t:leclium 
which colours I:il.nost eVl3rything which comes before us" &<eept 
.. 7I.lre llIi.the,mat :i.es . Toe intelleetuu state of Q mar. who con
siders all groundopon to f'ree d.iscussion which i s not cl osed 
up 'by the rigid tems o f 't.he }"aith, is I3OflIet'lhat G.-"lalagcus to 
t he . Ci,Oral state oj.' tho'Sc i:n~lnerable is"ut moM: unsatisfactory 

stimls who go to cnnj" eSSl.on on ce a year . · . 
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van Abbot Gasquet, Acton I ::; ardent. defender, amits thllt lIone f eatul"e 

which Llay be i<.raced t hroughQut its [ Jlallibler1 s] career, i s a disposition 

to exult over 'the oi versi ty of . e,:a.thoUc thoueht on all t h;i.ngs bCifond 

cattern o.r f'ai th anG to de-V SPy neceGoory subordination of the laity ·to 

t.he clcwf',] in their opinions on. l:iutters of gener al interest . Q62 

Roth as editor of t~ Rn:nable-r and i t:s sehol ,arl..v successor, the 

Ho;;;;e and Foreign Review, Acton admittedly ht.d a:s one of his pet projects - -- -- " ' 

t he exemplif:icati of the <lls t-in.ction bet'Al'eetl dogm.a ~r..u oPinion . 63 

:;ueh fL tendenC',f see."W d01u>ly drulf~Orou..<J i f one accepts the .follow!. 

adw .ce given by AIi:br uzzi: 

'I'o refuse aS500t to u'ha'Leccles'iitst;ieal authority-teaches, or 
to ques tion !tat-ruth becatme it is not a clop WQuld be, 00-

ass gr ave and wei ghty r<.>a8onB for doubt presen:t thems elves., 
to. .r ej.eot a mGs'Sage thutpurports to be divine . • • • I t 
WQuld be to make QUI' opinion the ruJ..e ot v.th.at t.o beUeve and 
what no," to helieve, and t:hus des t roy the very ! ounQation of 
~tholie ¥aith. • •• The practical decisions of the Church 

in the moral. and d1..'5ciplinar l matters wi.ll of ten ir,ake beaV'J 
demands on bis. [0 Cathol1o ts J obedience and his loyalty •. •• 
(e are flat -' properly spe-a.kirlg, in the realm of "ilith Where 

l(l,a,nts r-!1!ason SC&e3 nothing, but in that of d1s,ci,pl ine, of t.",,
po-ral, social, and educati onal IMlttQl'3 where reason pI nys 
of't en a very inporlant pnrt , and \'there di.f:Cer ent opinions ooy, 
possibly not ' ap~ar as the very best . We are s imply 3sked to 
lay aside all privat.e ju.<igments of our OM and Qocept the 
ruling of thogt:urcll in tbe spirit or obedience :and of 
l oyalty •• • • 

61 '·1 . 1· " '1 ') Ruter, cp. Clot., I .,J ..v . -.....---
i2 

squat, 0» .. cit . , xxxviij . 

63 l otan, nc,o.nf'licts wit h Holae, " op . clt. , li3h-48, . - ....--. 

64 Aloysius Ambru:t~i , S. J . , The Spiritual Exercises of Saint 
~natiU6, 177. - - -
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It may be t hnt Acton was not as all ~ncl.usi ve i n his i dea o r the 

S-eparatiQn of do.gt.'ia and opinion us the previous ro:Jlary-ssoer.l t o illlPl,y. 

At least the t uo .follow:i.ng quotations frOI1l his writings would argue .for 

his acceptance of til. vary closfl and signi f icant connect.i on hetween religion 

and POlit1.c8~ 

I n the July 1863 i Smle 0 1 tho Eo:t::le ~ foreign HeYiE!lT in an arti cle 

on Ul t r ar.:.ontan:l.sm, Acton i ns i sts that the role ·.of the reh exteoos 

into ffthm.·· f ields. It r,."t:)l', " he rIOtos, ·~the cotltrol of r e ligion extends 

.furUH:U· than its dogmas; end iii. view which contradict·s no prescribed 

doctrine may be a more s.eriou8 s./'l1l.pt~ll or eatrangetnent fror:;. the s pirit 

of the Church than some u.."lcortscioUI3 doctr inal error. (~65 

J.:arlier Acton had expressed the vi.e.w that the Gatholic :religion , 

acting only in matt 'ora str ictl,y reliF).ou:s, '>1Oulcl not he sufficient to 

l'Iave the rnooern worl d . "The Catholic idea llmSt equa lly r;;.AAt.tast itself 

in the polit .l eal order~ IJ Acton r:.aintainerl .. 66 

It ~y be tbatSOt:1G of the charges levelled. again .. t, Acton 1 $ joul"nal-

i .sUc endeavors are aiti gated by sounder views expressod. elsewhere, but 

genel'al.ly speaking, Acton does t.end t oward secularization of knowl edge. 

'{'herein l 1es hi.s real weakness and al so the cause f or his drift a1ffay 

from NC'minu ' s influence,. 

In th·· r Ju.l.y 1918, a. ran 1" o f the Se1e-ct..ed 

cton makes a very L"ltr i guing .wt3ment on Acton ' s r e-

lations .nt h fie-lill. 

His [ Acton ts] hest wOI:'k was dona bef ore thirty- five, arid the 
career of t heltoot giitt.>d EnG-Ush historian was \tracked. 

65 Acton, 0U1trarnontaniOllli, " 01'. cit., 164. --
Acton, If Political 'l'houghts on t,he Church, n 

in FU!g1s :md taurel'lce' !ii~of r.'l"eedom, 210. 
~, 1853 cited 



catho~ieism at"ld historica l Bcience i n Kuglanrl would have been 
vastly 1"1 chcr if Acton had been l oyal, i1' hI;] had chMan 
Newman instead ot· .Dollinger f or his elentor . o7 

true was such an evaluation will, of courile, reraain one of th 

conjectures o t: hist ory. A study 0 f too relat i ons bet-ween Acton and 

l'~n, however, is certain]y in order; not onl¥ to test the weight of 

the above COnlllellt , but even fOOl'a to trace the real stat-e of' affairs 

that ens-ted between the t.wo. 

Eecause he f elt t hat the r~l~r and the ~ and Forcier: Review 

vere making an att.~?t tc ngrapple frankly and b;)M$t17 andldth COD-

68 5iderable sk1ll with t Im science 3rxithought of a new era, u ~ 

at f i rst was openly sympa.thetic towl1rG Acton lUl.d his ventures. 
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Thus we find Nem-..tm writing tio Acton a s [ ollows, aeknowlCldgi ng t.he 

neea fcr such llub11catiollS: 

tiothing oould be bet.ter than an historical Review Ou't who 
could bear it? Unless on E! doctored. the facts, one woul d be 
t hou{tht a bad. Catholic. The truth is, ther e is a keen CtYo
filet going on j ust no" between two partieS',. one in the Church, 
.one out of it- and at such seasons extrellle \'iews alone are in 
favour, and a man V€lQ i s not 'f'..xtr av'lgant is thought 'treacherous . 
I sOIUet1.r.J.ea think of King Lear ' a daugntera-- and consider that 
hey afte.r aU tllSiY ue f ound the truest 1'100 are 1n speech more 
easul'ed .6" 

In point of ;fact, Nelfl:;'.aO '\'1&8 repelled alike by the audacities of 

the Rambl er schuol of Acton and tho extreme Ul tr8llOntane views of .. ard 

and company,. 70 but. he thought he could achieve the happy re.ean by pllotblg 

the Ra.'"ll.bler group and st.eering thetll aright when th~ veered to the 

67 107: 536. 

.. .. £rid Wa.r d, 

"Lord Acton and the ,bler, tI op. Cit., 10. 
.........- --

68 

6' 

70 
u . • ('"acei'l, OP e cit . ,. 380. 
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radical. ':this mi.ddle-of-the-l"oo-d poaition, voluntarily ~aSUl!'J.ed by 2+enman, 

is the ke'.f, to all hi::; dealings :;;'tith Acton, and can be detecCted in 

Newman fa letter to >:iard of ~arch 10 , Jl}5 ..... . 

Please t ell i;le;. U H~ writes on 'this oc-cas1on" ll'Wlmt you m.ean by 

the deeeabable principles of the HlWbJ.er . I have disliked its tone as 

much as anyone CDuld, -- but w.hat of i t s principlas 1,~71 

"'he ant ire pictu::-E! of liewta:an ' seondu ct at thia t mo 1s revealed w 

the :following conversation that took pl ace between l'ie'RfllaTl and IfUi'rild 

tflWd on January 31, 18B5' ~ 

f~em.J.tuu L~t surol;r your f ather never thought I a greed mth 
Act.on and Simpson? 

Wilfrid f\'ar d :. Not entirel;!r, hu.t he thaugbt they }Ser e a great 
danger to the Church, and tr.at tbey gained support f rom 
your count.enanee. 

ftewraatl f aut I nev@r reAlly €Cuntenanced thm;;; . Still ! could 
f ancq your father fray have t.mught sOlite of tbeir views 
tha o:u,teome and !'ewt 01' my views) aM that I ,ought 
explicitly to hmre disclailJl:e.a all s ol1.darit y with til 
I own I was an~ wit.h m f 01" not seemini~ to See the 
wportanct) ,or avoiciln.i~ the dOJ'lger of ali@ating such 
able men from the Churcb. knd perhaps r erred on the 
opposite side. • • • I bad a great tenderness f or t'OOse 
learned lllim and excellent scholars and tds.hed to do all. 
I could to prevent our Ioning t.hegrea't advantaae 'Which, . 
'iU6h't. accrue to the C.~thoUe cause f rom their scrvicqa .12 

ince l~~lfla8n was not satis'(yi ng eitbe'r part¥, he coul e} not long 

continue his futile atteupt to br idge tile differences between the tw·o 

factiona. 13 The issu{: was settled by iloWll'.iOO · s seven connections with 

the P.atl1bler at t.he ex:px'ess request of Bishop UU atm>rlle. 

But l er sismUicantly r emarks that Ullathorne ' & action in the Mtter 

71 . 
''iard, He~ 1 t, 'Tl. 

72 ~., 21 496 . 

7. l lMd Ward, The Lite and 'ri ces of ca,rdinal. :$is~an~ 2: 249 . --- -----~ , 
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is not easy to understand. Ce.rtainly the ve.ry l ast, tbinR to be desi.red 

as that Newman should gi Va up the Rambler nt-bout havi:nr.: had a fair 

ooporttlUity and full time for the experiment of making it into a high 

class peI'iodical on sound ~tholic lines . It is possiblo, tlcrndds, 

that when the f irst enthusiast.:'! had cooled dorm, the bishop realized that 

an independent organ backed by Newman' 5 llat:le and prestige might prove 

even more eJllbarra$slrn~ t.han 1',1:1e old Hamhler. 74 

Uot only was l;,~an t 3 withdrawal a great blaw to Acton, but th*, way 

in l'ihich ne le.Qrn~ of it 'I1a8 also productive of much misunderstanding 

between the two. Out of a sense of: obligation to h1s bishop, Newman did 

Il-?t take the init.i.ative i.."lt.ellln$ Acton. tJnto~tunatGly" llQwever, l~ewman 

r oferred to the tililtter in tl letter to a friend,; and that letter, s till 

more unfortwlately, l1t:lS published in the paper. :1 it wus t.hrou«h tllat 

fUol.ished letter that Acton learned ot tile true state oj' affairs. 75 

Duch CirCUl!l$tlIDces J:laKe it easy to understand, even thoueh they 

may not excuse, Acton t ~ i>'itter words in the letter he wrote I'eva;:.an at 

the ti.me . t1rlting on June 29 , 1.860, Acton Mysa 

I beg of you, l"etae-mbet'ing the difficulties you encountered, 
to conaider l'i(f position, i.n the midst of a hostile and 
illiterate episcopate., an i.gnorant .alar'd)<, aprojud1c:.ed and 
divided lnity, l'iith t.Ite cliques at T)ro.Qpton, York Place, 
Ushaw:, a);uuys on the watch, obliged to sit in jucgrAcmt on 
the theology of ~ you selected to be our patroos, desert-ed 
by the assistant you obtained f or me, wi til no fluxili&r'J or 
adviser but 5:1..1lpson: And tbi.s , ·af ter you bad lef t ua, wit h 
the opPOSition of the D,R". of the Tablet. in politics • • • 
and at & tiDe .. too, whent'Oe greatest and most gtffi cu.lt 
qu.est1ons ill~tatt~ the lX)untry and the Church. 7 

thimt ·of Newa an ' s reaction can be p,:at.hered f rom the few notes 

'74 l .. ,tlel", op. ~ .. , 1: )1"" . 

75 ""llrd, i(e w;:tan, 1: 507-500 . 

76 
~. , 1: 510 . 
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insert.ed in his copy oj ).ctonJs l etter . Hewnmn Q:ueries: rthis position

uho gave .it him? :;tho Wlve him the mission1H"l7 

I t 'Was probably this intezovention on tho part oj' Ulla:tlIDrne, ria-

'1'i vinet Acton of NeWl'."<.an t s support as it did, that led David ~'at.hGw to 

r el:!ark : "That t hese two men [~eton and ullithorn~ couln not. pierce 

throUl:~h to mutual lmderstanding ws a p1'im,nry tUsfortune for John Acton . tl78 

Even thoug,..'t 1ie~nt· s f Ol'l!).al connect.i ons 'ldth the it; 

abruptly severed, Acton, a ft..er the st1ng of ecbittered reaction had sub-

sided, picked uptbe t.hread of' his correspondence nth !{eWll1Su . ~. letter 

he wrt)te t.o Hewan in the t ollo\'t1ng year SholtS that petice had been 

restored. 

! have often been .rery sorr:r to think 1 was taking a line in 
politics i n which I lw'U.3 not sure of your approbation. On s.om.e 
points, r suppo:se, 1 must ~ckl1owledge that. you would renlly 
disagr ee with me; but 1 sometimen i'latter lIl..~olf that 1t b 
~IY ~ay of putting thi.rl\;s that r .epe1s you rat,her 'than the 
V'iews thwselvea . 79 

It is just toot. "Wny of pu'tting things " whieh Acton refers to t hat 

i nspired the .rollowlOl; r ebuke f roG; t:e'W;illlO on July 16, 1861: 

Again, "Has the r.hureb a right-t.o Cellsure me be cause I say 
a canonized Saint (..~itted an error or a GtOrtal nn1 'their 
biographies are .t\U1 of such things . n 1his 1s quite beside 

r VOint. I said that. the Propag.anda ••• ' l'IOu.l d fl ,nd the 
Catholio l)ublic on their aid,(l •••• [ l"urthe.r] 11' tbs 110CC6sity 

of cri tioism lies in oM!" vay and cannot be turned, then we do· 
H , but not with glee. 0 

4ben, on anotht."t' oc ca,sion J.ct.on wrote exprp..ssiol} his personal 

scruples about t he Inquisit.ion, NeWt'mn sharply nnSIVered:: til hold, till 

11 Ibid. 

713 
Acton : the Fonr.ative Years, 121. 

7 

80 
i t'!Ris and Laur ence, Sel. ~, 33. 

.... rd, ;H:!~, 11 533- 534. 



better instructed that the Church ms a right to lJ'.ake laws und enforce 

"hem -..:ith terAporal puuisbll1ent:s. ,,61 
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£v-lde}1ce that. this particular tOpic f:4~ured l;J.u,ch in !teton f S oorres-

pondence l'rl ttl Zleu;:,an is apparent. .in the f ollowjJlg exce.rpt fr01:l a letter 

of Acton to Gl adstone about this Brune t.iJae. 

It required great pressure to bring NQ~ to adlldt t hat he 
disa.gl"eed '!fith Ligol.\l,"'l.. He merle it appear that h.e thought 
Ligouri a saint., a ud his doctrtne not 90 very wrong. • • • 
I mir)lt go on with ~~~ples for ever. The~e Qeh al~ acgept 
the Pope nth tht~r own comiitlooaand iaterpratations. 2 

i hen Acton sent l'ler:rMlll the first copy of the HOl3e and i oreign R.evlew 
. .-- - ----~ ~-~ 

he warned, It'['here 1s only one thing you t:ro.y not like, - Paul In had 

Gon, oat a nephew as he is usually called. I feel verI stroruJ l;y tl'.a t 

this ourrht to be gibbeted. and I cannot avoid poin·t out the wilful lie 

it lJl\rolves . ,,8) 

... urolysuch letters prepare us .for the f ollowing reaction of 

e'&"Ian. lt l"it1ng on January 13.. 166) to Lord 1)ale",f, ~1ewman sa.ys:. 

i t .. ~.s a smack or sa:tethinp; or other, which I s hould cull 
a tone -- which 1"'1l1ned the liMblor , not its doctrines, 
but a tone i n stating or alluding tot-baa; and a Protestaat 
&il.ack will be fatal to the iiOmc and !'o;r·e1gn Revtew. The 
rtide ~ay be t he writilliJ oj' D.aJ..''ree-thinkl11h catholic, but 

. t is norc like a Protestant 's. 4 

s long a s thO' issues of t he ~ and. Foreign Review oontlnued to' 

appear, some sotlblance of correspondence 011 them lm.S kept up between 

Hel'lman lmd Act.on; but this contact ended with the lAst issue. 85 However, 

61 I ' ' d 1 640 ~., . : . 
62 

83 
"'iggia and Laurence, ~. Corr •. , 42. 

G. ch, ~ at., J80 . 

eh Ftggisand. Laurenee. ~ ~. , 39. 

85 "'ard, f;CmlOln, 1'1 566. 
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e,\ten af'ter 1864,. we .find nvt,ewort1w rel'!.".1'ence cade to Acton 1.'1 Jiew::nan I s 

voluminous correspondence. one such itaia was written by ~brose St . John 

to }~e-~t8n on !fay-h, 1867. writing !roO. HOltle, St . John :reports: 

He [ the Pope] uj)oke of those v/ha 1Iiore not Catholics fl:di euore, " 
and I i:lm s orry to say, be mentioned Act.on (cl1e sta ade350 in 
Lond1'a~ - he meant noma) as a type of' those peopl e . He· called 
him 1'10 IllUi1eS like Earnnoo, but he coupled him nth t J1()se Si gnori 
di lO1'1.:no, ~rho were bringing i n a. setJi-C&tboliciam. • •• lie 
n.ever o.(~ntiolled the Ramhler or Mannin,<t, or anyone except ftcton, 
Wld he ev1detlt.ly to liXJf mir.G brQlJght. biJn in as hopi."1g you Tfbu1.d 
not connect your eelr with lWn. t.'{) 

Nmll!lJ1n, writing later to .wrd Dla.ckfol'd about the then currant topic 

of the Vat i can Council, s ays, 

The catholic · Church b,."J .g its eonst i f,ution and its t heological 
laws in s pit.e of the excesses .of individuals • • • and it is 
t.his, <.;bieh Acton mea.r.a (I consider) t hough M is unlucky in 
his l anguage, as no't being a theologian, when he .say-a it b 
no matter what C'ouncUa or Popes decree 01' do, (or t.he 
nt~Ue body goes on pretty i".111-<::0 as it did, in spite ()£ all .87 

en ffr'itiI:l'~ to this SdllH;! correspondent again Q:'l July 6, 1872, 1~ev4l.1latl 

once ~rereferl'Lto Acton: 

1 have hsd the greatest likin.\:' for Acton ever ai.nee ;C knew 
him neil!' twenty years ago, but. al as , v.e haVQ never quite 
hit it off i n action.. And now I il"'l l t. know nn-ure he standa as 
regards tms sad Vatican question. 13 

'his same ~pinlon is repeated in Nelmatl ' s Iltlf:twe:r to a fe-dinino 

crit ic o.f lord Acton~ 

I do not think that you should say 't>'hat you say about .Lor d 
cton . He Da-8 over been a l"eli.:1ous, well- conducted. con,... 
cientious catholie t rom a boy. I n {laying this I do not at 

a1~ mply that I <:a.tl appz:>va t ro:IU letters {to the ~) to 8 
mcl:i you reler . I hea:rtl.ly :wisb they bad nevel:' been lU"1tten . 11 

86 I bid., 2: 16'/ . G. P. Gooch , "J..ord Acton: Apostle of Liberty, It 
r .eign AmIrs, ~94 7" 2.5: 640. 

67 .raX'd, newman, 2: 374. 

88 Ibid., 2: 384. -
89 .,gis and J'.llurenee .. ~ ~, 1$5. 
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In elosinR this discussion of the relations between New.an and Acton, 

it might be 'worth anticipating our presentation of the Times letters con

troversy to t he extent of remarkin,'$ that r.eman rendered Acton a final 

I!ood turn on t baf oocasion. Acton ' s dile=a concerning the Vatican De-

crees 'm1$ reso17ed fur him by the MSltor t~ewrll:m provided in bis AddresS' 

to the Duke o f Norfolk. ' . 

!his survey of Acton -s j ourM1i.stic career verifies l.'"'itzgerald·s 

rOllark t hat for Acton, 'las f or • otard, theolor:ical strile had a sort 

of £aselnation, and the hot areol" of tho controversy, with th.:. nnt-ural 

COUlDlacency of l earninrh may have carried .('urthor than he :tnte-ndoo. ,,91 

hclred Tauton in his appraisal ot Lord Acton in the catholic r.orl d 

0:[ December 1906 f'o;nf<lx'ds anot!lor reason for the ,cla.sh that took pl ace, 

between .'eton lind eccles iasti.cal authorities . Tautoo notes tb3t , humanly 

St)cakillR, rri et.ion vms bound to result. between t his precoclou3~y learned. 

jou..."'OOlist and ooclaslru3ti cs tvho due t.o circumstances beyond their con-

trol lacked an equ.alq scholarly 'background. II Leaders , t. Tuuton point,s 

out" "should be able to lead; und i f they proi'~s to lead intellects 

they should und.erstand t hem. u92 

~ven l'tard, abay-s iii. close al.~ of t.he bisbops, impl ies their short-

COSlllle S in thi3 r egard. In r eply to :1 Protestant vho asked hlJll,: t 

sort of mCl'l are your bishops ?n UIllmed t hem up as ' .... torally, highly 

:respectable ; 1ntelloctual4t, bc:!neath oontcmpt . u93 

Given t,he ovcr-enthud.l1stic zeal 0:5 Acton, and t he i ntel lectual 

90 Ibid., 155. 
1 Percy lI"l hgerald, Fifty :fears 0' 

!!!! under Cardinals I~iseman, i , - --, - ~ 

92 .If l'r eat Leader, " G.q'tholle~, 1906, 84: 35$. 

93 Ibid . 

ci<ll frogm:-
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tsroper 01,' the times , it should not have been t-oo diffh"Ul.t to forctell 

the likely f at.e of' Aoton ' s j ournalistic career when be 'Wrote his ti Con-

i'licts "With Homet! in 1864 . I n this t.hirty~page article Acton p.xplains 

the ditfer ence$ existing between the policy and progr .l:ltl: of hi.s j ournal 

and the pcnd1nf- papal action rOBarding t be opinions a:::onF. fut.hollcs . As 

usual ti cton succeeds in expressing cuny acceptable i deas in an unaccept-

able way, and thereby L'urn1shing <lJlparan't grounds for the c})arge 0 

heterdox v:iewa so orten l oogea a)!ainst h:i.m. 

A word about the S*,fllabus £.! 1864, t hat preCipitated too oo';mfaU 

o f Acton' s journalistic crus(tde) i 3 in order. I'lhUe the Edinwr~ !ieview 

of' April 190.3 is quite na,ive i n considering the publication o f the 

llabua a direct r etaliation to Acton I ~ II ~OJl!l:ict$ with ROl'Ie , 1t91l still 

t he Syllabus is dof'initel :v linked :r1th Aeton ' 3 ofiicliU 1f1t hdnmal f rom 

pubJ..ic oollt:roversy and therefore deserves addi tional cOl:lment. 

r/bethel' Acton. like H. C. Lea, saw in t.his encyclical "atl atteap-t 

on tbe ,part. of tbe kindh~ed Pi us IX to order ever)'" catholic to con-

demn the error that a man is free to f ollow t.he religion whicb his reason 

dictates, u95 would be cxtrs.ely difficult to ascertain . 

"mlile ,Act.on may not have seen ffeye to eye" lfitll the eccl esiastical 

still his posi-

tiQ!l mHi f~l' J'r an that of Gladstone ' s almost wp.olesale eondemnaticn of 

the document. It i~ just t bis difference thnt provides tbe necessary 

d1~tinction to be kept in raina when considering t he repeated eba.rfiOs of 

Liberalisn brought ~ainst Acton. 

94RThe L'ite Lord Acton,' 

$iS 
9: 240 . 

ttJi:t hical Values i n s tory, I' J\tl!'e rlca:'l Historical Hedew, 1904, 
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•• ctan has been deseribed as Ilthe most liberal of Catholics and the 

os t cc.tholieC of Liberals .• i196 His letters with !~ontalembert seen to 

indicate an identity o f ou~look with Ulst faoous Liberal. ~7 Maitland 

insist.s t llat, with awe t heoretical concessions, sone, but not vO~i 

uch leniency, Acton f s pr ecept and practice show him to be a "rigid 

Liberal. u-
A3 

.ctuallysueh charges M e misleading, even· though ther e is a s\1rface 

s ioilarity between Acton· 6 work ana actions ana t hose of the ordinary 

Liberal . 

Thus when, a t t~es, Acton seems to a ccept the skeptical attitude 

as tim l .eElitiIaato condition ;therein int.ellectual l"roc is preserved, 99 

he can be easily suspec'ted of Liberal tendencies . But sudt an wprossion 

is ti:odi fied when 0J10 considers the followin~ quotation fl"OlJl AO"ton: 

olerance of erro.r is requiai to for f ree<km; but [!!!J f reedoll:1 
will be fJiOSt CO!!lplete where there. is no a ctual diversitY' .t,o be 
resis:ted, and no theoretical v.n1ty to DO lltuiri'tained , but where 
unity exists as the triumph of tX'llth,. not of f orce, throllgb 
t he victory of the CbUrch not tilrough the enacteent of tb 
state .. 100 

Still a nother basic di ffer ence bet ween Acton and t~ typi cal Liberal 

s ooul d be noted . ;\utbllntic L.1berru.s l abeled the eigbtieth proposition 

in th llabus as trul.y dis85terous because it attacked their pet 

u6 n1'"l vided Alleg:i.ancoa, " Satu~'" Review, 1874, .38 : 695. 

97 'athew, OP e cit., lOlt. 

98 fJai eland, op.. cit ., 51.5-516. 
Letters of uandell ffiigliton, 1 : 376. 
between Lord Acton arid Ei shOp creighton, ~ 
1946, 6~ 314 . 

99 Pallen, ~ ~., 42. 

100 Act on, <' ,Political rhou~l)ta on the Church, f1 ~ cit., 152 . 
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belief in ~ progl"QSS , 101 But Acl:.on never held this doctrine 01' U:i.n-

evi tabl:e progr~ss and continuous ar.leliorationJl Vl)ry st.ro()ng1¥~ Hln tills 

he was unlike ~. of the historical schuol of that day. n102 

}1.ut let Acton ~peak tor himsel f . In bioS introduction to a transla-

tion o r r achiavelli, l'I.cton tlaJ.ntaitled. that che certainty of ~arthl~r 

retrihution and the gradual bettem-ellt of condit-tons of necessity is one 

belief tlt".a:t no historioal-minded person :Cml accept" espoecinlly in de 

of the fact that t..tacl>..iavoUi was not. <), 'If&nisbiM typo but a conatant and 

contf.lr,llporttr,Y inf'luenee.103 

Besi des stlch discrepancies })etlleell Acton and Liberals on haS:10 

notions~ it i "$. protmblJ" true that t he ver'J tem - Libera.l - bad u very 

diff'erE..TJt connotation for Acton than it did for otl'Wl"s . Acton, for 

e;)!;8!llple, clawed that St . l'horoas had a ve.ry large element of polit.1cal 

.L1beraliam. Ali> proof . Acton pointed out" t.hat St . Tho:ma5 ~OOlleved i n 

the Hi gher taw, in condl.tiof1sl allegiance, in the iUe-U;iti!;!aq of all 

-ovel'"w..ents t hat do not act in the interest o f t he £.'OtIlmOnwealtl1. ,.l.O4 

Perbap:r it was b1s U'.l.lique1ntel'pr~tation of t be tena Liberal that 

l ed him to oot1s1~l'" hi.I;$elf as untouched ill the oontel~porSJ:'1J cri t1cl.allt 

of U berali8l!l. 'ittng to LAdy BlennerMssett in February 1879, Acton 

said : 

.,ave not. felt that it ~isconcePt o£ 1..iberal1sa] required 
Q'Cfence, bec.ause I have never really peroeiv'ed that it was 

101 F;nge1-.. tanosi, lIHeflec,'tions on L .. A fa Ideas of e!1story, It 1.76 . 
illlliarn E. Oladstonc, The vati can J1ecrees i n tJ',lO!r Bearirlis on CivU 
Allegi ance:, ! Politica1"ixpoatulaticn, lo.-IB'. - - -

102 ggis and ,1lZ'Cnce, Sel. Con., xii-XU! . 

103 Cecil Algernon, °'l'wo tistinguisheti Gludtitonians, U 
Review, 1918, 2271 213-214. 

rt0l'J,y 

104 .Acton, "The Counter-neiormation, n in ll"i ggia and Laurence, 
,t:tUrt~S on 'itodern Hi story, 117. 



att.acked. tty impression hatS rather been that people thought 
it inoonvtmit:mt apd",likely to lead into trouble and of course,. 
solitary and nellf. 10;;> 

Acton ·1 $ nonch!,d.a.nt approach to questions of relig-io'Us creed, 106 so 
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afton credited to a Libsral tendency, lfould al'pear to be due more t o his 

€{ leanings . 

'l.epeatedly J\cton t'e-o:narks tf>.a t he was possfJ<.3SE;d h'J a Wbig nevU, 107 

but no lrher .e is the "diaboliclaltt influence c ore prominElflt than in his 

worship ol ·t.he goddess ilistory . 108 

It basaltso been point(.'Cl out tMt Aoton ' s moral jud(;ments are not 

but rather due to his bias as a lh1,,1" 

tdstortan.109 Herbe3rt Butterfield i{06S further and insistl!! that Acton 

carried the. 1fIbig concept 0.1" the rol e of History to the extror:est con-

elusion when be proclaimed t .hnt. If To develop and perfect and am cous cienc 

is the great a chievc:nent of h:ist01"'J' . 11
110 

Another :significant. poi nt to be relllembered about th1a Whig influence 

that played so important a lXU't 1n Aet.on~ s d.eve!opoent ~vas its almost 

conplete f r eedom f rom clerlcal influence of any soTt . lll 

Thus it can seen t hat ., al thougb on the surface,. th~re 8CElIiiS scmtc 

jun.tif:l.cation for lncludin"6 Acton as a Catholic 01.' the l.,iberal a ctIO 

lOS 

106 
.,l-gnis ad Laurence, Sel. O:>.rr .. , 51 . 

at.hew, 01'>. ci t ., 52. 

107 Aubrey GlfI/nn, S. J . , ItLord 
19Lh, 331 455. 

cton an the Fopis h Plot, It Studies, 

108 
Herbert. .ltterfield , The mrla Interpretation 01' Hi s t ory, 132. -----. - . _ . . .. 

109 Ibi d ., 110 . -
110 Ibid., llh. -III lathe., ~ cit., 50 . 
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whicb included such. ];Iarsons as cordaire ruld Uontalembert, 112 th~re i s 

mor e \'ieigbt . t,o the vlsw th .. 'lt A C'..onI~;, deviations from the l.l'Sual Catholic 

line of conduct are oore the r~lt of his Whig pr ejudices. Acton hiu:-

sel-f a o.'Uittecl as much when he l"n'ote tu La~ !U.alnel'oosset.t in rebruar.r 

1879 as foll OwtH 

Tholt is ray entin capital. It is no l'emin1$cence of Oallican
ism. 1. dO not prefer the Sorlxmne to the C.()ozregations or the 

uncils to the Popes . It is .no rerUniscenee Qf Llberal 
t.holicista. U.o&'mini and Laoordaire, lmfele, and l'~lloQ.X seQ(.1) 

to me no better than Ile tI,aistre, Ve)"t~llot, or Perrone. It 1s 
noth.l..ng bat t.be mere adjMtment of r ellgious bi:3tory to the 
eth1.c:s of Wldggism. llJ 

!"lUcll .t!hig inelina,tiona led Acton to adopt different vlews on t.he 

Syllahu8 and other relatcd .topics than those held by the old ~lisb 

Catholic groUt's. t even such d1.f.rerences of opinion do not entlrely 

explain b1s actual resignation f rom tbe fialdof journalis..... 

Neither carl it be shtmn that Acton di8eontinued the ~ :md Foroigtl 

RsVi~ bo<:a.use of a belief tMt the Syllabus CfJ,."l-oti.tuted an frex cathedratt 

>:ronouncement . On tl'te cout-rillY) Acton insUtu 

l1e the Jesuit pt'eaehi1l'l"S proclaimed t hat the Syllabus bore 
the full sanction of infall.ihility, higher functionaries of 
t.he Courtpo.int.ed out that it 'WarltJ1 infomal document, 
ithout de£inito official value. 

16.t..er too wile..'1 a:mnrertng Gladstone' s VaI!I.phlet, Acton called at,teution t o 

the f~l.( .. 't tbat Wthe Syllabus whieh you cite has assuredly not acquired 

greater authority than the- canon I.aw and the Lateran Decrees , than 

I nno cent the Third and st . TbolJlas . u-ll$ 

112 G. Smith, r~Rev1ew, of' Acton's Letters, " ~ation, 1904, 1flz 253 . 
113 1egis aM Laurence, Scl . Carr. , $6. -
114 Acton, "''.!'he v~tioan Council," ttort.h }Witish Review, 1870, ill 

' 0 a nd Laurence, Hist. of )1"eedom. L!lO,; 591., &;.1."1'., 150. 

n$ Gl .adst.one., OP e ~. , 01-82. 
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Butler indicates t.ha.t Acton ts at.titude is thu one generally accepted 

today. HAs for the Sywbus ~ 1564,11 Butler says, "very com!;tonly de

'ended as -ex cathedra· by the theolo.gians of the ' 60 ' 5 and 170 ' s, thouloth 

questioned tr./ fccssla', its i.."lfalUbility is diSl:3issed as being now almost. 

given up. Hill 

'Yh.'lt ret1l.l:y concer'n5 us, hOv#i2ver~ is not only Acton's attitude 

toward the Wllabus but al.so the fuct that, despite its JJH.".k of infallible 

bindin", po-wer, -- at. least in his own eyes -- Acton OOlT f it. to disappear 

1'ro:n the scene 0 1' public controversy .117 

I"erha ctOll Gl.U"tilued the danger of his pobitioo. Ij.'Ven though 

cton ills ,l.sted in nCQni'lict.s wit.h Ronel! that 

.~ conject.'uJ'E'. like the present does not !1erpl.ex tho CGnscienc 
OJ' a Ce'tholic; f or his obligation to r e.frain !'roo wounding 
the peace o,r the Church ie ne1thOl" more nor leGS real than 
that o f pro.fes sinf; nothing besid.e or asai nst his cou';rlctions, 118 

still the f act r e>:;,ains, Acton did cease publ ication . 

In the S/:lfi.le article ref erred t.o above, Acton indirectly hints at the 

,rctlson f or his resi~;natlot) 'llihen he s.-ays: 

1'-h:is Review hau been begun on a f oundation which i t s conductor 
can (lever abamion without tTeason to their convictions, a!:ld 
in.f'idelity totbe objec.ts they have publicl,yavowed. That 
foundation is a humble fai t.h in tbe infallible teaching o f the 
C.a,too11c Olurch, at devotion to r~r caUfiO which controls e~y 
other interest, ar.rl CU1 attaci'.ment to her authority Mien no 
other influence can su:pplant .1l9 ' 

In closing this, phase of Actou' s lile, we lIiie.bt call attention to 

the f.rords Acton a.ddreased to biG close .friond, Sir i!oun'tstuart Gr ant- Duff 

116 cuthbert Butler, 'l'he Vaticall.:'ouncU , 2: 228. 

117 

llB 
"!.ere Acton ' s :tters, ·t spectator (London) 19OL, 93 : 428 . 

'i s and urence~ !list. . o f Freedorc, 489. 

119 Ibi d ., 447. -
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at Mu..~ very time. III am not oonscio·ua, It Aoton said, "'that I ever in my 

life rJaa the sligl1'ts-et doubt abou.t. any do~ of the Catholic Church., t.l20 

Like oral-lt.-Dutt 'We consider tint stat.e.."llelltr('t!!Brkable, ooming as it did 

at such u period of storm and s-tcres3 in Aet.on I s personal relations with 

t.he Church. It also l:le~B that Ol'ant-wf:fls te$ti:tl~ooy to its absolute 

sin cerit"Y is trust.'WOrthy. 

tthatever our opinion may be regarU1n~f certain liords ... md actions 0 

Acton" we l'll.U3t admire the seU-restraint that caused hira not Oluy to 

bring to an end his pet project, the ~ ~ Foreign ttevic4\':, rather than 

run the 1"151£0£ creating division in the ranks of Engl .ish 

but also to seal his lips on thtSl subj~~ct afterwm-d8 . 121 

hholics, 

120 liThe Late Lord Act.on, II Spectat.or (London), 1902, 89: 13 . 

121 John Follock, lILord Acton at Qmbrid~e, tl I ndependent Hevie':!', 
19Oh, .2: 364 . 



~ .J1'lict - Acton':3 Role at the -- _. - ...;..-.-- ...;.....--

.. ltho~h Acton disappeared 1'ro~ the areucl of j ournallst.ie endellvQ.r" 

he by no !'leaDS abandoned his interest and coneern in things historic and 

religious. An ent ry for the year 11367 notes tmt "An 8.?,itaUml for the 

. proclaaation of Infallibility is beinh organized by the Jesuits. til 

'this seemi ,gly casual not.e points to t.he ve:r'J ro ck on which /teton's zeal 

'or the Chur cb, 11 oot his faith, was to be BPlit. 2 

He l oro be~1nning a study oi Acton I s views on Infallibility J 1 t is 

worth recallinr; that IiI t would indeed be a 5~O i f Lord Acton ' s strong 

lanf!Uae G about the Papacy were to be made usc of for aerely oontroV'er

Sial purposes . «] . '-1rthertJl()!'e, while it lilaY be true that foes of the 

Papacy Will certainly find in his writings ""atonal of Ttar, i t. is like-

' se w.>rth r eocmbering that his candour is dOUble-edged, and it is 

5sible to discover a nic~ bala.nced vtndicctiofl o f 1116 creed even in 

t hese outlrurats.4, 

Such advice 1s doubly necessary sinoo it hils been cia1l:i:ed with SOi 

truth that "hardly an writer, not profllSSedly the foa of Catholio dof.,rme., 

has left sucb violent pages to be quoted by a, censorious world . . . • 

rk 

2 rresponoen.ee of ~ ~ Lord 
deton, " _ _ ~ _____ .. __ __ , 

J Aueus'tine Bi .rrell, ftt,ord Acton I $ Letters, n Cont.~ . ,,~ 
1904, 6S7 L76. 

4 cecil Al gernon, " '1'\10 r..1.stinguished nladstonians , " Quarterly 
view, 191.8, 229'¢ 211 . 
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'0 i5 o f US~ yet i n e.ffect against us . ,S 

This enigmtitic l"lO::;itioll is t"-xplainable, however. As 11. 1 . ennOl"-

Gett points out, tI\ve eanno·t endorse the verdict even of 00 great a 

scnolar as the late Dr . J.'i ggis, l'I' b;) says that ' Acton was an open assail

ant 01 the doctrine I of Papal Infallibility i tsol..f • n6 H.ath~...t· Acton 's 

. culiar post tion can be best jU\'.1,ged i f one realizes at tho outset the 

rather general mis conception of the notion of Infallibility that was 

prcv~J.ent at tha t time. 

tIer ~a.rkln 

his oyposition • • • waa 00 douttt due in f..reat measure to 
the Infallibilit.y being t aken as involving the full tI!filde
br andine fl conception of Ute supreoa.cy of the papacy over 
a6clllarrulcrs, t.he depos,inf; power included. • • • Unsub-
tan'Ual tho,ugh such alarel.f) \ftere, . 1 t is not altogether 

Slll"'.,>ri.sing that statesnen should hl.tve entertained them. 7 

iVen eccl eahstics thel\1sel:vcs labored under tlu.a rtdsoouceptioll of 

e extent of Fapal jurisdiction. ",Uone biahop put it, thoro 'AS a 

ear lest, havin,,\{ 00 to tho Comlcil as princes of the Church, they 

would go back to their dioceses satra.ps of a central autocrat . t.8 l,: an,v 

bis hops, Ullathorne <m10l18 th$f. . f elt "alarTl st the prospector a vAl."Ue 

i ndotem :inate Infall1bil.1ty , capable of betngerlended ah:ost indefinite

ly, a8 \lard 1fas dOing • .,9 

"'itb cisundel"standintt so l!elll.1ral, it Mould not be askin..-c too much 

';7illlaa .Barry, "Lord Acton: a Study, If Dublin Revie.w, 1918, 
162 : 1. W. U. Tbayer, "'Reviel'1 of Letters of Lora Acton to r ary Glad
stone, II AG..erican Hlstor1cal tieview, 1904, 9':aur:- - - - --

6 "ACt(}n, 1834- 1902, " Dublin Review, 1931:, 194; 119 . 

7 cuthbert 

6 ])Itler, 

9 Ibid. --

,tler, The Life and Times of 131sbop lathorne, 2: 68 . 

e . _ _____ . Council. It 267- 268 . 
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to recor:nize in mlny o.f Acton I s extreme expressions evidence of a ro.1acon-

ception o t' the doctrine of Papal lnfallibility rather tha..'1 deliberate 

oppositi on to t he doro:;.a. en non-catholic sources aili¥it that there is 

really not "any rennon to charge him wi.th f ailure to submit to t he 

authority of. the Church to which he bolol'lged; it was the methods of 

Ultra- :;:,ontanis::n llnd t ho promotion of religion by political power a nd 

intri,gue that he cond.emned. lt11 

I-iggis &nd Laurence claim that "his opposition to the doctr....ne \faa 

etbiOill and politiool rather than theolog1cal. l •
12 

\t o .~atkin Davies in-

s ists that !tit was agaioot ,the political teachings and act,ivHies o. 

the Popes that Acton /:jade his nd Cecil Algernon points 

out that it was "pre cisely as a scientifie hi<1torian and no't, as a 

'!',heologianJl that Acton had entered the lists of the controversy.l1 

~ .... ch testimonies provide s ufficient evidence to clear Acton of the 

chnrge o f t heolot:i cal i rt5ubordinntion, but there still r el'l"..ains l!1uch to 

be oxplained about his role i n connection with t he Vatican Counc11 ~ 

Basic to all underst..anding of Acton' s position i s t he realization 

toot Acton ' s f ears of Papal I nf'alllbUity were grounded on skiapy' evi-

denee, nd a ctually "ere more tile result of historical mi3coHception 

t han true understandinc of the facts of the C8.se . 

10 -Review of Letters of Lord Acton to Mar:r Oladstol.e, " Catholic 
, 79 ; 8)8 . - -- - - -

II "Lord Acton, It Athenaeum, June 26, 1902, 817. 

12 J . I~ . !'iImi6 
Frederick 

·einhton, _~-:-::'U~ .. -~-~.-

ttpolH.lC$ o f J..o.rd Acton. n 
--~;,;;..-

19116, 45 : 22 . 

14 
en'Ion, ~ ~., 21.2. 



eeause of his ilhiggl.sh c()ftcept ol history, Acton took it as his 

task to IftcSt. man nnd r;love:~ents, institution and ideologies, by the 

pointed challenge of iatina ethics, convinced as he f/as· that since 

the COlIlinp, o f Christ there was no excuse for anyone to pretend that he 

did. not know the diff'erence between right 8.00 wrong. illS 

s a lihig hist.orian Acton pr~:tSu.'\1ed tllat the n.atural law: liDo ii:ood 

and avoid ovil~ II could be easily translated into specific applications 

by a consideration of history1s verdicts on p«:rson and events. such a 

C'.()J\cept o f history attractively exalts it, even givini~ it the poviar to 

bind and loose, and raising h to s03etbing like the mind of Cod. . 16 

AliruU q; the ll'Ilny objections t o suerl a sUB~estion t hat historians pass 

absolute ll!or-.u judgJllents i s the practical point that ",holly conclusive 

1"1 evidcmce is sel dom 'to be. attained:. 

ther f'aeet of ActQl'l's philosophic concept. o f history thn.t prej.,. 

49 

udiccs him on the Mtter of Papal. I nlaU.:ibility 15 his of't-quoted dictuIl'u 

uPower tends to eorrupt, a.1l0 absolute power corrupts absolutely . 1110 ..\s 

l cton stated on another OCell.sion his dognm was not the special wicked-

ness 0." 111s oml s piritual sulJcerio.rs, but the general .-ickedness o f men 

in authority . 1:". In other woros, It,:Jrcat l:ilen are 

ACtOll i nsisted. 20 

Olst always bad Illen," 

15 G. P. C-ooch, utor~ Acton: A.(.JOstle of L1berty, tt Poroign Affairs , 
1947, 25: 629. 

16 Aubrey Gw'Jlln~ S. J., "Lord Acton and the Popish Plot, u Studies, 
1941., 33 : 45~ . 

17 ~. , 460 . 
18 

1: 372. 
19 

l~uiae 

otol'Y., n _ .~ _ _ 

-, 

1ge1-Jano~i, "Reflections on Lord Actont:;, Ideas of 
'istorical Heviow, 1941, 27 ~ 174 . 

20 Creighton, ~~. 
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Ac.-ton finds the substantiation for t.hls rule i n rellRious affairs in 

the fact tt1ilt "Great doct.rinalerrors have been sOOletiIlies flccepted, anti 

60Llotir.1eS odgitk"1ted by PODes; at Pope was condel':lIled for heresy 

by Ol !leneral wuncil, the sentence lias ute<! 'ifithout >l"otest. u21 

ctonevidently refers to the ollao of Pop" Honorius; but tho Catholic 

cyclopedia points out tMt a letter like that af P.otlorius CallIlat b 

supposed to full 'ill the cond.it1ons laid down, l:q tho Vatic.-m Council for 

22 an ff ex cathedra!l jud.:1r~ent . 

-We f,uch an interpretation of U).'lt historic case may oove nulli-

fled Acton ' s f ears, it did not;, r.owe.ver, eradicate t.he impression 

,r l<,s OIl tho subject had Jr.acle on the minds of hi.s contempo-

rariea. liather it would GGem ttat Aeton ' s 'Word,s c:ouvin 

ing lila diacip1e, G. P . Oooch, th .. t Acton regard.ed the failure 01' the 

~ounciliar tlovement as a tragedy since it thl1S lett. unchecked t,' 

dm:Iinating forces of t lle Vntican . 23 

~~ ("'Onvinced ",as Acton of the debilitating e££ect.$ of power that 

he criticized Greighton t $ l enienttreatmoot of the Popes chiet'ly on the 

vrounds tlmt "1'here is no W'orse heresy than tfult tz..e ofl'ice sanctif ies 

the bol de1" of :it . n 24 

In a letter to tl.ar.l Gl adstone, s'!. cto.'l "rote that there WerG opinions 

unot. only sanctioned, hut enf orcoo, by the authorities 01" thl! Church of 

21 Acton, If The F-ope imd 'boo COuncil, rt Nolth British Hevielt,. 1869, 
1.01 : 129-1,30. -

147 . 

22 " llonGriU5, Il Catholic l<;ncycloeGdia • 

24 

;oocll, op. cit., 640. "i ggin, 
~iRI~onJ op. cIt., 1: 310. 

atkins, ~ cl't ., 24. 

~ ~ the t!odern ~, 
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Rome to which none could adhere ,nt-hout peril to t he sO'Ill . u2.5 hnd what 

were these opinions? 

In .one instance Acton CiteD, be translates Holl-amine as 5aFi~ that 

i f a. Pope should prescribe vice and prohibit drtue, the Church must be

lieve hi.n. 26 Here a~ain it. seans that Aetoo'o pre<»oceived notions 

overshadowed his rea$oniug pm><eTS 'I'1hen he drew such concluSion .fro 

the evidence on t"..and. 1'h9 esse in question involved a !<latter of Church 

discir)11ne, wid even C\:'.)Q!Jlon sens{! reco zen tb the ,?Ossibilitv and 

the fea$ibilit..y ot chmllr1.ng such rctrula.tioM as t he tilllcs war~ant. 

Very probably Acton f s earlier failure to X'eaclt a oot:l;l;lon understand-

1 hor1tiea, his vthi ,g leanillJs, his iJUllibili ty 

in cr editing 'tback-stairs" accounts - 41.1 enter into the reasons. to be 

d . von tor his l ine of tooU:t::ht . lihatever be the explanatioll fQ'r it, t.here 

is no d~ therasl'JlGt>S Df tile jud((Plonts Acton passed on the papacy. 

In his article ot'.! nThe Poi-'e and the (.(June!l, Tt Act.on rOimt'K.s: 

rhe p3:3S3;;e frol':.;. the (Btbolici$l of the Father" t.o that of the 
clem l:opes was accomplished W wilful falsehood ; tmd the 

hol e structure o f traditions , laws and doctrines thatsupwrt. 
he tbeory of infallibility, and the practical despotisQ 0::' the 
pes , stnnds on a basis of fraoo. 27 

,1\ li.ke prejudice stubbornacJherence to per$oll81 opinion was 

nifcsted by Acton in a private conversation when he stated tl'>.nt. he be-

lioved the P'dpacy to be guUt.;y o f systematic sin.. and, that by r eason 

of their op1nione~ a ll Jesuits and t:~in1ct:ms lived in mortal sin .. 28 

25 Ua.ry urell', "Acton und \.:ladsto.'1e," Construct ive ~arterl.y, 1918, 
6; 235. 

26 "cton, "'The ?ope :md the {buncil, ft 13l. 
27 ~, 130. 

28 r > '1. _ ...... · .. .1: _ ....... _ 
... -.~- l _ 1..U.'e from his Birth to t.be Year 1862; 

Y~ar8 by :and t!athel'l, tt New Statestl. 
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Thile the tfhcar-saya quality of th1:t l a s t citation reduces its reliability, 

still t.he ~tmeral tenor of Acton' s rc:lar-ks on such sub,jects reenforceD 

t he 5c1!lG ideas. 

Acton f S prejudices agai nst. the Papacy, ,uneila, JeBuits , and 

the l ike top'icsoan probably be bf~st gauged by Ily"lng a liJtandard he 

bridge Uni versi t y • In 

con eludin,:; bis stat~nt of po-lie;r Reglus ?ref essor, Acton says; 

teve:r a ~.ari 1 s . notions of these lat.er centuries are, anch 
in the main, the 'EllUl b:i..m3ell' '>ull be . !Jnder t he name of 
listor.!, th~ cover t he article of his philoso:phic, his re

U gious, ana bis poll.tical creed. • • • And as ?rai se it> th .... 
s hipwreck of historians, his preferences bot.ray h1.nt more than 
his aversions . 29 

"it,hthese words in mnd, sider the valuable clue provided b.i 

Gooch 000r1 he tells us that Acton as his teacber and guide had stressed 

the idea that the- w:atJcipation of conscience 1."rol;. autborlt,. WIW the cain 

content of raodern history)O PuttinC the tw-o ideas t ogether, we find 

Acton im:tl.rectly HaJrnint~ us t hat. his predilection f or f reedoo o f con-

s ap.nee i s likely to betray him into unbistor1cal. conduct whenever t.hat 

free<1olJ< s eems challeng-ed or endangered. 

l'hifl notion of Aet on l s gives some credenee to lJrintoJ't' s contention 

that Acton !s belief' 1n the neces$ity 01' freedom o f conscience alienated 

t.du i n spirit, i i - no t. ir. f Ol."llt, i rem the church of bis birth,)l 

29 story. 01 t.ed in 
figp.~ 

)0 

Philosop~\y of llis toq, II FlarvGrd 
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l~cn lftore to ,our point i st-he f'uct tbH,t Act1ln's defi.'lition of fi-c"-

dora o f cons cience, ::i:ttplles more of am 6'!1Mciplltion from autbority than is 

consonant th the wall- being of the ordinary J,-erson. '~tne3S .for exanpl 

the youthf ul. .Acton ' s l"eflXl.rk ill his essay on t:ill when he says: 

nl~ormity to eust01ll l:terels as custom, even though itol.1Y 
happen t o be good:, ,invOlv0S no practice of the faculti es, no 
:.oral choice. • • • 'l~o choose his pl an of life and f ollow it, 
de;~and.s the f ull employuent o I all alIlan ' s faculties , judg
~entJ o bscrwt1on, activity, -discrimination, decision, and 
!'1.nlness. • • • Hot I:.tUit each moo iii to aim at independence 
of self- develop::.:entso as to. und:e:t:"V'al ue the t eachingso! 
experience j on the contrary ~ education is unc-ea..singl y to. 
comr::u"''''lioate thm t o us . But af't.e~s the. individual s r.ould 
be t ree to us e- a nd interpret experience in his oun way, in
stead of havi.nJ;z some customary rendering mposed u~}on h:i.m.J2 

;ho1esale a pplicat.ion of such idea{i would be revolut1onal~, to SAY the 

least! 

Acton ' S: prejudiee in favor of trIft OOlanc1pa.ted conscience built up 

a docided dislike .cor any factors that seemed to prevent ita realization. 

nsequently Acton with bis exam;orated concept of freedom logically 

asauraed a belligerent att.i.tude tOT/aN the Counter-ne foreation which he 

conoidere.d as o;~oos to that liberty of col lscience. I n particular fie 

censured the :four f orces t hat produced and directed it , viz. ~ the Society 

;l,' Jesu8~ the Inquisition, t.he I ndex:, arid too Counoil of Trent..:n 

. be explanal:.ioll for Acton's prejudice against the ,JeSuits 1s to be 

'tra.ced to their teacldn,,, of probabiliSilt. JL. kcton ' s lecture on the 

un\;.er-1!e f oraatlon provides sum a clue, for t here he rw..arks that 

32 ~n""bler, 1859, 2 (flel'l §eries): 66 .. 

J iii.ggis and Laurence, Leef,url!S on l'odern I:listory, paasi1l1. Herbert 
A. L. ""isner, "Acton ' s rtls tortcal ,10i'k, u QuarterlY Rev1ell, 1911, 215: 175. 

3h Brinton, op. cit., 104. "Lord Acton ' s L!:l!tters, J( Indepetldent 
_ _ telf_, 51 : 39. "ig;~FUnd Laurence, Blat . 01' ~om, xXIv. 



LInder 'lihe nar;w 01: probabllimll, t.hemajority [0 1' the Jesuit.s] 
adopt ed a t heory of' ll!Ol!'".llsthllt made salvation easy, J>artly as 
co!1fessors of the great, t.hat they might retain their j)(;nitentsj 
;mrtly as subj ects to t heir superiors, t hat they tight not 
acruple to obey i n dUbious c.asoo; and partly as dcfend6ra~of 
t.he irrevocable past, that they might be l en:ient judt!es .3;1 

Poss ibly something C)f Acton ' lS avers1on tothe Jesuits and their 

ideas is t raceable t o the inf'lu.enoe of Dollii1ger. The Jefmitlj as the 

"cout r ollU1!t s t)irlt o f the Church" were r ega.r ded by Dollinger as "in

carnate superstition OOlJ'lhined \rlt.h despotio. ,.J6 A.s Ja.'1US, Dollinger 
, 

expressed the opi."lion that tltr1Oroore the educa:l;ed clas.ses are forced 

54 

out of' the Church, the eas i er 'Will it be i:or Loyol.<l' s :1tcermen to guide 

the ship, a nd retitlee tho true f lock t hat st ill r(~ns in it t o UH)re 

c.omp1at.'f! subjeotion. ,,31 

n the essay on Yill, Acton also r eveals his opinion o f t he Index 

"hen he maintains that 

experience shows t.imt~ at the present stage of &uropean 
eivili~ati.on) tr.os4 rest.raints do r;lore mom tila:l good • • • 
( and] the tiif:f iculty tmd secloaey Wiich surround t bei.r 
perumd IF addit ional Z'est to t be doctr inesVlhi ch they: 
contain.) 

hat the L'1t1ex of Prohibited Dooks llad lonJ1: b one 01' the great 

instrU!Jlents for preventlnghiatorioo.l scrutinyW<lS another chtlrge I:I.Gde 

by Act on . 'brOUf.::h it [ the Index 1, It Acton insists in ., flicts with 

tone, ,tI flan e ffort has haco Ilsde to keep t he c )owledlte of ecclesirultical 

the Counter- ite.format i on, II in "" i Rgi s and Laurence, 
t ory, 117. 

36 !lDolllnger and tbe Papa cy, n Q'olarterly Review, 1891, 172: 63 . 
QuUinus, I.etters from ~ 2!! the CoID1cil, 165 . 

37 uncil, 1. Her~xt paul, Letters of 
Lord Act.on to 12&1 U.L ---- ----- -- ----------

30 'O"""bler, 14. 
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his t ory f rolll tho taith..ful, ard to give cUJrren<u to a fabulous and fiet -l 

tioua p:lct'Wi":€' ot the progress and actiof'l of the Church . .. J 9 

,0 doubt i t l'r<l.j just such ce1lsorshlpthat Acton had i n lldr.d when he 

. d in hi s article, u~ediev(ll {'ablcs of the Popes," t tat, while the 

.urch ;'ensts out error o f doct.rine, she etiJ'.aea chariBhes Cl'TOrs of 

fact . IILO The 8&:1-0 sentil::<ent is revealed in ActOll 'a discussion .of the 

Index in his lecture en the Counter-Re.fol'"""...at.ion wht11"e he 'j)\)l.nts out that 

'becauDe o f the I nda:x: f reedom of :speech and sincerit.y of history W61'C 

.bol1sited for many year:s . n41 

In oubst.antiation or these charg es of l)£lJlGiicapping liberty, Acton 

says in ,a book review .for the Hone and :toreign Review (.July 1(62) t hat 

the Index t ypically f ollo,"ed .a v e:r:y incomlh .. tent and wav-el'ing policy 

rerwrdiru;: Cbperni cu.s I a flOrk. 42 

Actually "lIbat Aeton seemedJ:lost to object to in reg.ard to the I lldex 

was the praotieal results toot followed \Vhc;n persons attributati to it 

1)a share in tl1e Infll1l1bili t y ot t.he Clrureh. ,,43 Such an attitude was 

t.he natural result of Acton ' s preoccupation 'lJitb the individua1 con .... 

s~ienco and any pres . 1e danger to its oompletoe liberty o t' actlon. 

A like eltPl..anatiotl can be giV"en t or acton' s miathl"..l!lat1zaM.on o f the 

of the Council 0 1' 'l'rent . His consure ';1o"a8 based on his mistaken movie-

t i on tba't uit i::i.pressed 0., the Church the stamp of an intolerant age, 

.39 .Eom-e ~ foreign neview, April l.864, 471. 

40 Ibi d. , Octobm- L.%J, 611-

41 Gp. cit., 121---
42 1 ~., 2~'V . 

43 Act<m, "Confli cts 'Wit.h Rofle. It u78 . 
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and t)erpet uated by ltl3 deereea,the spirit 0·£ an auster e im.'llora11ty . tJhlt 

~ fnr, then, we have tried to show t.hnt Acton's bias in favoT' of 

.frc definitely cont.ributed to his prejudi cos, a.speci ally thos 

(ipainst the a gents of th~ ('.ounter-hofo:rtJ.3tion . bose prejudioos in turn 

resulted in Act on t s gr~n'e nisooncoption of Papal Infallibilit.y . 

,,1.th f.'Uch pr cooncci. veri ideas on the Papacy it Ii a..ll:l.OSt. Il!'ltural 

for Acton t o l$isread the eccl.~aid.Stic;U situat i .ofl of hie day . 'i''i.ggiB is 

r eflecting :lcton ' s vi(~'W:.> men he wr ites of the nineteent.h CCl'ltmy, s aying 

the. t the hist ol"',{ of t Church had ra.ilc.lll~d a. point when, so f ar as the 

tholi ur cb it , cou.ld say, uL'El.'!lise c*est moiU nit,h far 

r:',ol"eLruth t han 1,oUis 00 have :mi d it o f t· 

it jUst us t •. he ori ginal remar1{ eredited to lJ:>u1a XIV i3 t'> •• xtr~el.r 

difficult , 11 not impossible, 'to 3ubsto.nt iate, 'so t oo bo'f:.h F'iggis and 

cion u1d and i t mpossiblc to justify such an rnttr dascr~ption 

of ntus IX ' s r eiJ,'ll . ,ther t hei r viewpoint r eprcs .... ·nts a typical 131s-

undel"s t andin the l..anarchical Church in Ii republ1~ era . 

n "Lor d ftcton : Apostle of Libert y , U Gooeh r~late$ t.iwt Pius IX's 

ation, If!. ~ r<l~..ition, 11 fill ACt.on '<'it h d1SI!I81 .46 Gooch ' s 

accept ance of this apocrJPhal. tale r eveal s that iiI" crooullt.y wh1eh 

caused his teactlS' Acton, in l'olyin£ too QUch on nback-stair~lf< testimony, 

to f o ucb a talse pictur e of t.he papacy. 

44 'lci sbor, ..2l!. cit., 171. }'iggis explalns "austero 1w;.orallty" 
as f ollows : "Aust ere 1n the sense t hat it condEWleri s exual vice, and 
en.1oined self-denial; the 3ystem of Trent '(faa ~oral in that i t enjoined 
persecution and t be suppression ()1' 1ncorrvenient t ruth. n Selected 
Correspondence, xvi i . 

45 J . u. Zi'igeis, fl1urches in the Uodern State, 150 . --- - -
46 640 . £:cutler in his Vatican Council, (2: 98) cites Pius 

sayina : W',1tnesses o f t r adition? t here ' 5 only one; that ' s ee. 
is quoting Dupanl oup ' s p1"1vc~te journal by :"'ourret, 
did say it , Piua s v'Oke as a ttpri vate theolol,ian. U 
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R. E. tfurra,y is wiser it:. hi s evaluation o f fi remark 01' 1866 also 

accr13'eJited to ?iU$ U;. 'fhe Pope 10 sUPtlOsed 'to ltavG sald, "I am t he "flay, 

the truth, &no ,!;,he li1'e~ H To thls, l'ur-ray l oot- notes, °l~rd Acton and 

1:}ury both believed Pius II to have cads this 

not certait.} tint be did n:ake it. n47 

1111.1 outburst, but I am 

"'ith ouch views then it Vias logical f or Acton to condemn tho s ug-

,;esUon that the Pope's GUpport be sou~~t .to cQunteract the dangerous 

i nilue ell tiud the Land League i n I reland. Acton maintained 

that: 

e t:l8q get embarrMaed 1% ~e prompt and pra~ote the political 
i.nfluence of the- Pope, whose principles are getlerally opposed 
t.o our orm. It is as dangerous for us that tr..$ iX>litl,cal 
authority be obeyed in !t"ish confessionals as that, in this 
inst.'ll1ce, it should b.~ de:fied).R 

i1 ... tb h:is eJW.po..gerated sellse of justice, Acton probably considered 

s IX 'a st.y to ms subjects as a brea~~ of rittbtoou$ condQct In 

i'ts ovel"lookLnie the evil that had been coor:d.ttod.4 

,'hus \,e sea that not. onlY apocryphaJ. rwarks of Pius lX antagonbed 

Act.on, but. a lso of tbatpontirr ' s actions. The one aspect of 

such twisted views thn1i conceivably Cwl \lork for a defence of Acton 

u.:!aiflst the charge ot heterdoxy is their very extravagance. 

It was not only the Popes that he .found guilty of violating their 

sacr ed offices by nls-:uoral ft oonduct, but likewise tho cUs. he 

burnins of John Hus by the Council o f Constance \ias as hotly (lOlidemned 

It7 ll~emo1r, n in J . B. Hury, History or the Papacy in the Il1neteenth 
ntury (~664-1878), 53- 54. . - -- - -

48 ~fac con, op _ ~., 1001. 

49 rJ.llian I3rolfne-01f, Their ~ tsPiUG, 365 . 
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by ACt on as t he ROl':)atl Inquisit:Lon authorbcd by t he ?opes . 50 'I'his l ast 

remar'CIf of Acton l ed "i ggi!l to bGlicve that ActOil ilc'1d no .&lore faith in the 

I nr.allibility of \.ounc1ls than in that 0 1- the Popes. $l 

'fbis "pi.ace of caraleSSt1:e3s lt on the part of Dr . <wgis, while called 

~CU$ab1.a" by (',eoil Al gernon, ; 2 actually was iii happy error; 

s~nce it "poi nts up" the bu$ic dif.fieu1tY in Acton ' s 0\\7) mod. 

il'tlOn naintains tMt to say tJ'lnt Acton h:1d no It.ore faith in the 

In.fallibility of (..oUl'lcilsthan i n that. of' the Popes 11; eitht!r to a ecus /. 

Acton of gross l'.\,ypoerisy or else to convict oneself of dcult'.erou(S car"

les.!.-ness .53 l.:!owever, 'there w.ay be a t hird a l teruiltlve . 1 would 8ay, on 

tru~ ba3is of Acton ' s otm'lfritif'l;;;s , that it i s necessary to convict Aoton 

of the really dangeromJ carelesane:s6 • 

. ft. i s COi.'1t::.on knowl ed6,e t hat "infallible" i s not a synonym £01" 

nei yet an-o WIDit · .t t hat ActOll of t en aec:.>(J1S t o con fuse 

the ,t wo t erms, i!' not in th.eory, fit. l east in {~ ctu.al applica tion . Ot' if 

i t be allowed. tbat he did understand t he d lst.inc't.1on, i.t still is true 

t l".at his manner of expr ession liben t teating of >such topics 1s likely to 

eoM use, rather t han t o clarify, the tii.t'ference. 

Before considering A.ctonh s specific part ill t he Va t ican CounCil , 

there is neod. f or tl l ew prelbi1Mry t'f..-marks about t be Colll'lcil i tself . 

Secause o f the f aJ.se .dlarges made r egarding the abilit y of the Counc:il 

bers , the f ollowing testimonia!) are i n order. 

I!I t bink I am not ex8Kli:era"ting, It Bishop Gi bbons writes i n bis 

50 s and 

1 Ibid. 

~2 ernon, op. ~., 221. 

J Ibid. ~, 1874, 



account of the Council, 

when I say that the Couucil of the Vatican Zla.3 been excelled 
by f ew, i f any deliberative asswbliG6, civil or aecl~slatitic, 
that have evar met, wether \1e consider the 'tmaturity" of 
years o f its members, their learni :lg, t beir experienco and 
piety, 'Or the )'fidaspread ..:..n n uence o f the lJecroes that they 
i'rm;&ed for the Ilpiritual am( c oral welfare of the Cbriatian 

bl1e54 

en Acton, oPPollent though he \Va s to t he views oi " the £ajority, 

in a le.rt-handed. way implies t ha t the desirable quaUtieG ~ere by no 

ff.erutS tile exclusi vo pr>oporty ot' t he tlinority "t ake t hem all i n 

all, LIla op}..oSiti on are not better aallfi than the other, ~ Acton notes • 

.I.'hey are better i ll one important itel!1 - but in t hat they are 
not entirely guided by the auprC!:!e oot1.ve of truth, but ol ten 
or utility. .It maybo l,\ eaJ.eulation of what 'Ifill .serve re
l1t-;ion, a nci in that ease t ho majority are Just qs responsible 
as the minority. Their llIOtiV'e is equally flood.55 

59 

Still anotnel," charge that is of ten broueht up is the claim that the 

meetil" .. ~s lacked true freedon 0 .1' discussion. t;eain Gibbons proVides oon-

traryevidonce when he insists that ho could saf ely say that t'I)le1.tner in 

tit, i Usb lbuse of ~nsJ nor in the l'rench ('.t.ambars., nor in the 

.tU.cbst~, ncr i n our llmerlc::itt Congr<!!sa 'Would a wider lioorty of 

dC:'.bat.a be tolerated than was granted 1n the IJatioon Council. ,t56 

Since thi5 charJrG uncionbt(;;"<ily constituted otte of t he more serious 

()f Acton I s grievances,. yerbaps morc should 'bo ~aid about. this ~atter; 

even though Gibbons I opi!'lion gives Q faUhful account of the over-nll 

picture. Acton l'Ioo1d probably acce1Jt this goner al description as true 

54 ./ames Cardinal Gibbons, !!. Retrospect or !'i£ty Years, 1: 8. 
l'Ut1er in his Vatican L':ounen" 2t Jr quotes ~'il:litty' 5 testil:llo.nyas to the 
deeplY eO!lscicntio'Us love 0:1" truth displayed by the members of the 

uncil. 

55 l-Janosi~ 8Rellect10ns on Lord Acton ' s Ideas, It 185. 

f~ibbolli;J, 01'. ~., 1 : 13 . 
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enough; but what he objeoted to 'WflS th" oet ... up comp.-.rable t o our Ooneres-

sional practice 0 osure th;.l.t \'4<t6 introduced on~ at the ceginni.ng of 

the Infallihility sessions . 

autl er, howe-vel', i.n his 6c1:1c1a1"11' discussion ot' this phase of the 

atican Council, o . ten insists that. dj,scussion was both de-;rocrat1c and 

free. He as no exceiltion to the pT(U;ooure i n vogue during the 7n-

fallibility discussion, ,rather he commends the pract1caUty o f such a 
'".'i 

system under t he ~a."V ager avating di t 1'lculties 'besetting tr.e group at 

the close of the Gas-sion .57 

Acton ' s oPPOsition sea::.s to represent an over-ideali,stic demand for 

!':ree d1!lcussion out of proportion to t.be practi cal needs 0 1' the occasion. 

nut even :JOt the whole tenor 0 f hIs ad.nll bein at it waa, such an ob-

etion on A ctOll ts part testU.'ies to a e&t1iain f undament al consistency; 

:ven thou~h his de¥l'Jlnos i1:lpossible of practIcal application. 

lnother grievtmce t h;:.t Acton and at-hers hel d again$t the Council 

!ti3 t anner in which the il'ain issue, Papal In.falLibillty, proposed. 

of a..'loouncing it in the earlier circular or a~enda distrlbut,~'<1 

t'ore the convocation o f t he i..'ounc11, the matter l eft to be v1tro-

duced l ater at tbe Council proper. 

ntler f inds a certain.eight to thiu obJectlon, a s can be no·ted in 

tbe f'ollo\u ng rmark: 

t he mot.ives that iml)Qlled t.he authorities of Rome not. to put 
i t [ Papal Infallibility] i'o:r-ward" but l eave it to be called 
t or by the Bis hops , 1SiB.y easily be understood; but looking 
back 1t ;"s difficult for us to doubt thllt the misr epresenta
tion, the excitElll ent, and. the heat engendered, would have 
been less, had the thin« been openly announoed from the be
ginning as part o f ",he officia.l prograrm.e, so that the 

:>7 .-utler, op. ~ . .. 2: 56, 57,106, 196, 250. Gi bbons, !:£.:. ~., 14. 
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suspicion of ita introciuCt.ioIl being the intrigue of the Cul'ia 
and 01' a party might !'lave been avoided.56 

That such suspicions exi sted is eVident f rom the report- whicb JuDUS 

~vQS circulating to the eff ect t hat "it 1s cloar f rom t he articles 01' the 

-'vtit tto1iea already quoted • that. the oneil is sU!!'IConed 

chiefly f or t he pur pose of satisfYing th1:! darling wishes a t tlle Jesuits 

and that part of the CUria which is led by thetn . ·..5 

In his arti clo on the Vntl catl Council.. Acton am::e 

suspicion. \'Too Jesuits bad tinued to Rain ground itl liot.!le, " be aaye, 

eVer since the Pope is return. l'hE"$ l'Jere connected w1tll overy 
weB.sure ,'or which the Pope t'"JOstcared; and their divines 00-
caac tho oracles of the flOOan congregations. the Papal In.fall:i
bility had al.ways boen tht:/:ir favor ite doctrine. It.s adoption 
by the Coutlell prooiaed to hsivo to tha ir tooology official 

X'rant , ru'l d to their Order tho s u\?remacy in the Church. 
were ('.ow in power; and t ~y snaliched thair oVportunitie£l when 
the Council WIlS convoked .60 

i'here 10 still ona nore itel:! of th funeil t S Droe~dur e t.hat was 

censured by mal:\V at that time c:t:nQ, even now, is considered as a serious 

defect . 'hat was the ne1' of :l.ppointing the /fda Firle ll com:littee, 

whereby the opposition interest was coli'lpl.etely ignQred~ s ince only per-

sons Imam to be favorable to t.he definition or I nfallibility were 

no::.inated .6.1 

I t appears the a ecount.s that t hOURb they were t ho most out-

spoken, the J'inortty bishops wero by r..o I!'tGans the only critics of' the 

first drat't of the scher-'ll. on .InIallibility. 62 AS n tmt.ter o f fact, oan;y 

58 Op. cit.. , 2: 23 .... 

59 Janus, op. cit., 6. 
60 

61 
i s and Laurence, llist . o f' ______ _ 

·tier, Vatican Council) 1: 172; 21 31 . 

62 ~., 1: 198 . 
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opposed the decision of Infallibl11t:;5<, not. so l:lUch f rom any doubt of ita 

truth as a dog!:'iA but 1'roo a .fee.linE that i.t was inopportune j"roma poUt.1-

cal point of view.6) 

th 

For such reasons the l olloidn g C:OU\!!lefit of Butler 1.$ particularly apt; 

er going tiutJugh the proceedings 01: the anti!'c (":oundl, I 
have to say that tllis appears to lile ~s ttle one serious blot 
on its do.ings: It was surely an error of judgnent not t o 
accor d t.o a considerable and inflUl..>nt:i.al minority, counting 
among i ts l:l1eIl100rs a number o ~' the i'Qrc,mrost and rlloot Justly 
respected bishops of the Church some r epr eselltation. b4 

AS things tur ned out the tfinority di d have one representative on 

ittee in t he end. istCike, Archbis r.e p Skat', the 

bWlGarJ, wllS incil!ded. Bof'ore he left hom.e he had writ1ien a pastoral 

letter n th a strong Ultramont tone, and on thia account. he secured 

his el ect-ion to the Co:.".lrdssion. to. "men he arrived in a', the Areh-

lshop went over to tha tlinorl'ty . 6 

-en so, ah..~t alone of all t. eriticioss l evelled against tlle 

UDcil, thi.s one <If!ainnt the 'ide ell c<Jlluission still see;,1.S valid. 

'rhe other grievances that; Acton expressed agtrimrt the C:ouncil are 

:ore evidence of his prl vate ax,-crll1.d1ng than r eally serious eJ'l.arnes 

agai nst th unci1 itael! . r e%ample, his veheQent reports on ~an-

uing 's do:dnation ot the ~uneil t1itness more to Act on 's persoMI prahl, 

with that pr e l nte tmn to a s1gnificantderuPl~iat.1on of the Council. 

It los t .rue of course t hat in mll.ny ways th.e Vatican Council repre

sented a high poillt in l.tarlIliI:\3 ' a cnreer.66 l'.nd it is also tNe that 

13 "ribbons, Ope ci.t., 1: 31 . 

64 'utler" \;~ __ ~_. 

6S Ibi d., 1 ; 175. 

06 Ibi d. , 21 SO. 

::Ouncll, 1 : 172. 
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;' arming did, in his 110 minute speech on Un,. 26, state that the Pope's 

!nfal.l.ibility 1fas already an articlo of Oltholic Faith. 67 b'Ut to see in 

tills al1p elore than the over-~ealous renark of a rhet,orica.lly- aroused 

prelate, as Ac-ton does"is stretcbine a ..u:nor }'>Oint nuch beyond its sig-

nificatlce. 

Likewise to credit ~iIlUling witb ahlost the entire responsibility 

for t he $uccessM defini.tion of'Papal Ir.i.f"dllibi11ty, a t! Acton does, i f$ 

overaimp1ifyu\z tho csse. The gefltC'ral COilcensU8 of opi..nion ev:Ld~'lt in 

the July I J oount was f avorable to the defin:it.ion with its uS1 pl.acet.s~ 

62 lllacets juxta CU>dum, aM 88 non placets. 66 This oanplint.~ 'lOulct lead 

one to bel.1eve that the dowr.a would ultimately be victorious without any 

necessity of last-r...inute engineering on I'annine I s part .6, 

11 in all, th-~ variOUll a.ccoWl'tBof tht1 Vatl" bear out 

Qibbon I s comparison between this uncil and t hat of Nice in 325. Just 

as the Council of 325 una reqQ.estcd l~ an Emperor, .so too the Vat.:1can 

;::ouncil was carefUlly o03erved by an Bilpcror (flapol.eon IU) . T'~n too 

both Cbunci1s were hald after Q period of violent persecution: t.hat of 

, ~ cletian for the early tmes, that of the }'rench Revolution and the 

Penal Laws [or the l ater times . .t the third SUl.mested aimilarUy is 

thf! most r e leV"cU1t of all- viz., that the crux. of the whole oeetiruts was 

in botb instances centered more about 8 . question 0 .1' pnrasina rather than 

67 Ibid. , 2: 5'1. 

J1boonu, op. c.it., 1: 183 . Aeton even testified that this outcome 
could be :foreseen :in January. j ee DUtler, op . eit. It 174 . 

69 AI! it I'Jatt~r 0 .:' fact, the docision "aBS passed with $)4 placets and 
2 non placets. About 106 vare absent because they wished neither to vote 
favorably nor to dir1turb Ule gemral htU'f(!on,y of the, CouncH . Gibbons, 
OP e cit., 1. Also He11.1."Y F..dlfard I!a.nntng, Tbe True StoX'"J of the Vatican 
COU"nCIT, 146. - - - . - -- - . 



the dogmatic t,l'utb itse.l.f. And, concludes OibOOns, ooth had been eon-

..... ened to counteract;. the spreading influence of an hel'f.lsiareh: tbe, ona, 

Arius; the other, ~llirmer.7° 

But to get back to f, cwn ' s role in the Vat iean Council proper" let 

us see how ltlUch justice there is to Barty's elajn that "Acton did all 

that llq in his power to have the Vatican u,uneil broken up" olAnd thet'e-

64 

fore a great deal 01' t.he opPos,ition to UIE! fup:ooa.nd those 

ties wllo directed the O::nmeil of:i}f be tra,eed to Acton . ttll 

"n 3uthor,i-

rhere,t s no deJVint~ Acton I s pttssionate battle a,eains t his misoon

eeived notion of I n fallibili ty. hi:3 not e s previoWi to 1810 reveal hO' 

,00 this topic absorbed his attention. f.e f ind him t,rying ,to f ind a 

ij()l'Js1bl e way of holding I n:f.all1b1lity honestly, and arriving at the 

qui:totic oolutwn tha.t the Pope declarina that be speaks as the head of 

the 0',1I1r cll i s expres.s1ng the uuivarsal beUef after due exmt.ll,tat.iofl of 

the teac:hin8 of tradition, illl'J is thereforo :inr-allible. 12 

~everthele8a it is w.:>.rt.h noting tha.t Acton Seems to have adhered 

without reserve to the institution o f the Papacy. Be r emarked to his son 

during the: $UlllttOro:f :U170 that itA Church withOut a Fope is not tbe Church 

o.fflllriet . tl7J I n view of tIlis remal'k made at so S'tr::otegi.c a time, it is 

easy to see the justice of Fi ggi6 ' COlI'.pat'isoh o f Acton t o a diGZrunt1ed 

citizen Tillo h!4d f a ced a losinn battle with a political opponent .. 74 

7. .btons, op. ~. J 1: 16 f;f . 

71 2E:. cit., 18, 19. 

72 Bngel - Jaeosi, 'fRef.lections on lo rd Acton ' s Ideas, 1l 177 . 

73 Engel- Jarlosi, 
creighton, n 315. 

rreSlJOll'dtul(;e between Lo Acton an ahop 

74 gi.s and Laurence, Se).. Corr., xvi. ~. of l'reedom, xxvii . 
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I,either Adem nor the citizen 'Would .for'fait, a cherished heritage bec.'lU8e 

o:f disapLJOinting results. 

Even thou.~h this be true, three months-after the Vatican Council, 

Acton still gives evidence of a biased attitude i n th~ following words : 

And so 'the Council t.tands SQU-co?ldOl'm'led by the mouths of its 
abl est oeudJeTS, [ Men liko Se:hwarz-en'berg, nau..'lcner" ~ynald, 
Clifiord, Purcell, connolly, t1upa.nloup,. Darl»Y-,. Hafele . 
Stross:na,y~l:' 31ld KenrickJ 'fi.l(~~epresent 1:t as a cohspiracy 
\Rains!, 1):i '!t,UlQ' truth and right.7 

ant1ng then Acton' 5 opposition, our real concern i s to see if tbe 

role Act.on S;S5U1lted l eft 'the indel:1ble impreaa:io~ t hat Hendrick implies 

it did.16 

Shane Leslie, i n his lif e o f M'anning, reenforces ddckts conten-

t i on With his stat~ent that IIno la(1!aan ever played s\l,eila pn:rt 1n Church 

at.ters . ,,77 StUl another b1ograpr.er of Manning, Purcell, assigns a like 

pr ominence t..o Aot.on ~ '~lOrd Acton, as lJu-r.ning knew well, !.I s~s PurcelJ., 

ftdid more than IMf'J other man, except t he Rishop of' orl eNlS, in exciting 

public f eeling , especially in Uexmm:w and k)lgland, a.[I~in8t the Vatican 

Couneiloll78 

Some very inta,resting te.~tiIr>O~ cOHcernmg Acton ' s influence is 

1'urnubeQ by )Jannitlg hims elf. i1rlti.n;:1 to Gl ads tone in 1870, u:anning 

says: H'fhe shadow ,0 £ Lord Acton between you <mdth£" CatholicS' o f Great 

13titain would do -wllat I could never undo . f;1 

thoU.lZh personal animosity 1$ oYident in 'the followi..og note 0' 

15 ltae Col.l, OPe cit... 1005. --
76 

n 
,urton J. Hendrick, LUe ~ Andrew 

fJenry Jo'.d:Ward ltatllling : His lJ.fe and 

'168:1e, 1 : J$2 . 

bours, 220. 

78 EUtlund Sheridan Purcell, Li f a of: Cardinal liannina, 2: 434 • 
. '-- ' 

1 Leslie,. OPe ~., 231- 232. 
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tt;o..-ming, still it, contributes $()!iJ,e noteworthy items on our topic. 

Q1adstooe ' s geese are always spans . }lis frienashlp al11'ays 
blind.s him . Time 'I'f&:S when I had tho benet'it of his illusions. 
~ihen this tu-med, Acton was the :mall made to his hand. He was 
a Catholic, learned in llterature, of a Geman industry) cold, 
self-confident, suvcrcilioUG towards opponents, a disciple of 
r ollinger, $M prcdi.~posed against me. . • . l'le Imerr wbat I bad 
written on the l'el.'!poral Power, o t1 the Infallibility of the Rasan 
Pontiff. • • • Then his whole conduct in 1\om.e during the 
:Ouncil wsa an active and canvabsing oppo~ition to the lfiajority 
of the Q>uncU. He nasthe fmodlastinus' between th$L :;'1"!1mch 
and Uermoan bishops, always buay 'lith tongue and pon . oo 

Again on november 15, 1870 ibmnini-i wrote to Gladstone, saying: 

I will a-a,y 110 more of Lord Acton, whose career has been a 
disappoi ntment to his truest friends , not. Catholics only. 
l1e {light have done mu.ell in public life, and &lIOng us . Of 
the l'ol1iler you are the judge; o'! the latter -- I .. :un sorry 
to say he has los ~ ail hold in FJ:lgland and abroad except 
UpOn inOividuals . 1 

This letter iI:lpl1as that Acton did wield an in.fluance, but the l"e-

suits were not la.sting .. Pl"esu.mably Utmning bas ed his judgl!lent on the 

fact that Pa.pal Inl'alllbllity, ddt aton bad so oppos , as e'lentu-

all,y Accepted. 

Butlet'" writing in 19.30, aeems W contradicts ttanning ' s estimate 

'hen be states as Or'le 0.£ his reasons f or writing hia Vatican Council the 

fact tbtlt Illn Erogland, educated publlc opinion has hitherto been fOrQed 

wholly ()JI Ja.nus, QuiriJ1u,s, panio Leto, all promptly t r anslated into 

liuh, and on the letters of Acton and 0 1' l!Ozley, the correspondent 

of the 1'1mes. IiB2 

8O""'ted by Purcell, ~~. , 2: 480-481. 

81 
2: 1)$ . 

Qmt 

Cited Qy Edmond urlee., The tHe of Granville (1615- 1891" - - -- -"---- ...:.------"-.:.. 

1: xU; 2: 208 .. w~es Bryce, Studies in 
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Soemiogl;y then, Acton's written words on the subject have proved 

i'llor e las ting than }.lanning t :,;: remark would lead one to believe. BUt the 

wbole question of Acton' II urit.ings is so i nvolved because of the .'1nOI'\Y

oua character of many o f his articles and the ma1'\Y pieces attributed to 

him that it mi ght prove a treatise in itsel f . 

Just one example nll bocited. ~ persons \'i'Ould recogni2e 

"JanuatJ and I1Quirinus lt /)3 pen- names f or Acton. anniJ~~ himself \'las of 

that opinion when he wrote the following : 

I have f ound out t.hat Acton vms the correspondent of Augs burger 
C-o.zet te, which 'lmS t~ee~ attaCking und defaming the Council 
in an amusing way. Odo Russell a5k~1. me whether I thought the 
)ef inition 'Y;Ould bs made. I said, "Certain. " 'to asked l!'le , 
Itl s there no way i n which it cru1 be prevented?1t I said, 
uGertainly . Out our t.broats . l_ In les6 than a week this came 
back i r. the Aue SClU1ter C.Qzet te. Odo ~ussell assured me that 
he had told this to no one oUt:. Acton . 03 

j.< e this explana:t.ion sounds convincing enough, the verdict of 

aecllI:lulated eVidence i ndicates t hat r.ol.lir\ger "as both "Janu51! and 

"Quirinus . It However, the material wz'itt-en under the pen- name oi'llOuiri-

nus" was baaed on i n fomu.ltl.on Dollinger secured both from Acton and 

ledrich, who were in itOl'lle during the Council. [see raossarl .for mOl'e 

CQt[;,plete oxplauation of ltJar.us lJ and nQui.rinU8 . '~ 

In summinB up Acton ' s llterGr',{ responsibility for incorrect views on 

1 InfaUibUity, it appears that, with the e:xce~ion of hi.."3 pa:r.phlet 

Sendsobriben and his article on t \..':ounci1 in the North Rritis h Review - -------
both 0 ilieh were written in t lie a1'ter-p.:l~" of the Council, - Ae 's 

wor ks written f or public consumption are not likely to mislead the 

TfU}ders of Bucceerling r;enerations . ';lost o f his dam.agi ng reaarks a.re to 

63 Purcell, op. E!.!:.. , 2: 435. 
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~ found III lett.el·1$ never oeant for the general reading publi c, but un-

t orttmately published later tta:ollg h t he indiscretion or well~aning 

friends. 

Eitt i f ActQnh~ H.t~rary int'1ueneeis neeligitW.t, hi.<;; ~etutil l~ole as 

negotiator f or Gladstone during the time of t-ne C<)UfiCU led to marq f'ar-

reac'hint! results, both political and religio1ls . itirst,! Acton 's myopi c 

vi ews on Papal I nfallibility tricked him into seeing politic:al implica-

t i ona i n the developments of tho Council that actually were not there. 

Secnndly J ill his reports Acton comt'ltmicated his mi.coneeptions to Gl.ad,-

st¢.L'1.f$,t who later expressed tb.....o.se ver:/' vif.i'ii$ in his deva stating pamphlet, 

On the Vnt1eall Decrees and Their f-e~ll:'ing on Civil Allegiance. _ -'- -- --- ~'" '-,-' -, -,-
In biB capacity as ngo-betweenl! f or Gladstone, Acton naturally kept 

up a regular correspondence with the 'PriOle rUnistsr. On January 1, 1870 

Acton :relayed id3impression of the a eer!.e in Rome as follows: 

TIle Papal absolutism reveals it$t;1.f cC\'tlpletely in i 'ts 
boat,Ulty to t.nerigb:ts of the Church, of the s tat.e, and 
o.f the itlt.ellect . We have to meet an argani£~ conspirac:y 
to estahU:ah a powor which wou16 be the most .fomidible 
enmy of Uberty as well as of fJciencethrougilout the 
arl.d, ..• • 814 If :you dontt altogether reject the idea 0.1' 

even indirect a.ction thotli!l.e has UllIIli8takably arri.ved when 
it is moet likely to take er re4t . t15 

From such an estu-.at.G, \1e nete onCtl ~ore Acto1.1 ' s bias against Papal 

Infallib1.Uty as he :sees it, and we also catch a refer ence to tho politi-

cal overtoneo of hil:! o e,ssage . Acton ,:.as acting i n a rather tlhigh-handed" 

Jl'.lQnner, ~ it behooves us to r emember that he bad assu.'n.ed t his role at 

the request of dotone. Leslie s t et-eo that lJladstofie persuaded 

arendan to telegrapb nussell, who was in Rome, and relay the lllessage 

8u ggis and Uturence, Sal. COrr. ,. 91. 

85 Ibi d ., 96. 
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tbat Acton was to use the st rongest langoo.ge he thought Ilseful in carry~ 

86 
out t:U».dstOlle ' s opinions. 

"'ebruary 16 Gl uds"tone received tho f ollowing urgent not.s l"'rom a much 

disturbed Acton . 

The opin:ic.n which 1 expres$ed to you mallY weeks ago, that t he 
ppof~ition lImuld prevail .,1th aid, from the Buropean powers, 

t£nd \l\)uid .rail without it" bas been adopted by the leading 
bi$hops ot the party. ! am TInting not onlw witb their knowl
edge, but at t beir expreS1J and mostOurgent r '0quest., rf>.nel'tecl 
several tilnes during the lAst weele . 7 

A b-till further proof of the wi.despread character of Acton i s1nf lu-

ence eau be noted in Odo Russellts r eports to tbc llofte Office. Or! ~! arch 

1, 1870# Russell told the Foreign 01'fic~ that Lord Aeto:n was anxiou.S to 

let the French government know that futur~ loss o f time rould be fatal 

t~ the Bishops of the Of;)tX>i:iition. 06 

iUt the help Acton desir&<l from 'england was not fb!"'thcon'.i.ng . ' Glad-

stone i n his ~etter to Acton on. March 1 indicates why': 

In t.ru-th I am lllys al f sorrowfully conscious t hat it 18 in our 
power to do lit tle or not.hing with advantage oeyond taking 
care that the prinoipal govel'm.ents e.re a-..are of our general 
views, and 0111' repugnance to t he meditated proeeerli;nga, a So 
that t~ maY' c allan us f or any ai d l1C Onn giVe . . • . .9 

udt il reaction caused Acton t o increase his st.reBs 011 the emergeney 

cbi:lracter ol t.ha Couucil aft's irs . hus he 'wrote on Marcl:1 10; 

~e know also, t'roo t.he Schema de Ecdesia, in favour o f wbat 
principles and of what int eres-ts that. snpreme aM arbitrary 
power will be exerted.. The Ce-.thoUes ?lUl be bound, not only 
b¥ tile ull of future Popes, but that of .former Popes, so .far 

86 Leslie, op. Qit., 220 . 

87 Yl.RgiS and Laurence, Sal. ~ .. , 102. 

83 Leslie, OPe cit ., 224, 222. - --
89 . ggis an1 Laurence, . ~ Co,!!.. 105. 
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as it has been sol~ declared. Thew \'fill not be at liberty 
to reject the deposing power, or the systera o.f' the Inquisition, 
or ax~r other criL'lin:1l practice or idea \lhich has been establisbed 
under penalty 0 t~ exco~unicat1on. They at once becom.e i rreCO!l
trl..J.able encPiea of civil ~U1d religious U berty. They have tp 
pr.ofess a false ::;y5tem of mOl~alit;r, and to r epudi ate litorary 
orscienti.fic Sincerity. they rd.ll be dangerous to civilized 
society in the s chool as in tho s tate. . Rome taut{ht ror 
tour centuries and more that 1'10 catholic could be saved who de
nied. that heretics be put to death.90 

fl.S if that dark pioture wore not enough to force Gladstone into Illore 

definite action, Lor d Acton coot1uues, be Schema de podesia are en-

tirely in contra~ction Vlith t he conditiOl'l8 of allegiance 'Which the Clit h-

olios formerly accepted in lingland . IiI won 1 t gi "Ie this as a discoverv 

of the aianopa, 6 di.ct on prude.'ltly parenthesi~es, "and it would not do, 

or course , to quote them, but t tlO f act tmt they .openly acknowledge it 

is veq r emarkable . n~l 

AS a remll.t of such pre85ure f roll! Acton, Gl adstone did bring up the 

tter ot' more definite politi~ int ervention for consideration in a 

Cabinet ttect.ing held probnbJ.y a t the end or March or the beginning 0 f 

rH . Cladlltone suP~rted the !3avarLan pr otJQsal t or political ioter-

vcntion i tl the Council on the grounds and arguments sup-;?lioo him by Acton. 

Lord Clarendon, howevor, who received r.is inf ormation directly f ro 

asell, and indirectly f r nning, refuted these state.ll1ents and ojJpoaed 

s~ch action . And Clarendon 11'00 out/2 

Realizing Gladstone's inability to secure direct relief , t.ctQn de-

cided to publicize those events ()f the Council which JaOuld be likely to 

arouse public opinion on behalf 01' the OPl'-'Osltion. Acton himself 

90 ~., 108 . 

91 Ibid., 109. 

92 Butler, Vatican Cowlcil, 2: 10-11 for t he content of t he 
paragraph. 
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testifies to this when be relates the 1'01lovling ineident i n a letter to 

'/ladstone on January 26, 18%: 

J just then J!inister o i' '''oreign Affairs, wrote t~.o very 
strong let tel's , rrhi ch I left in Ode t s hands . '1'hroud'b hit! 
they C8r:le to be published in the 'rimes. For hesho~.fed t h 
to Tot .. t!ozley , who to~d me t hG stOF,11i fe7f weeks before He 
died .93 

It waG ju ... t. such indiscreet t~anc-uvcring on Acton ' s ,t that Gave 

jllstification to parsons' dubbing ~ cton a 'tself - proclaimed thool or.1an and 

'al leader oi the {}P!X)sition ~ovec.ent . '194 

mleU' a opinion of Ae'tctJ ' ;> responsibility is conta.:!.ned in a secret 

k ct:.tOrandu.'n t o his &o'Vern!:lent, dated June 18, 1870. 'Phere ~iUnsell in:si:sts1 

,\'ithout[hiS I Acton f;] k'c.rsotLIll intervention tho RLShoP3 o f t.he 
pj-lOsitl,m could Sca.rCE;1y halfe kllO\m each other. ~i.th .. l')u" his 

knowledgo of l anguago and tboolo&y, t:.hu t.hooloi";ians 01' the 
various uations (""()uld not oove understood eacb other, and iiVit.lJ.,
out hiu v1r"'vUes they could not have accepted and f ollOWed tbe 
l ead of a lazmau 00 ouoh youn, ;Gl' tban any of the Fatttt'l's of 
the Church .95 

1 e the above COlllinoot aggerat.es the rol e of Acton, still it also 

testif i e3 to t he very real and da.i1Qg1ng influence Acton exerted i n bis 

. / 
capacity of attache to lU.adstone . I t:is undoubt~lyth.ts phase o f Acton 's 

V'fOrk in connoct.j"on f'tit b the Council tb..t is r es ponsible J'or those junn'-

ents toot. assign Acton Rudl :iO ovon. .. hol1:!in~ influenco in the Council 

itasII'. 

us , 1'or eX8I\'lplo, Bryce speaks of Acton as "taking an l/.ct i ve part 

in st:1.mulatin2:. by his priV:lto 1nfluence and by his im.ense l earning, 

the opposition 1fIbich the ElOra liberal fiart of the Rooan Catholic Episco

,."'te made to Infallibility. ,,76 This same i dea i s rep(W.t~d in another 

quotation f rom Bryce ; 

Se1. ~., 156. 
tteuben P"urs ona , St.udies in ______ _ 

95 Le8lie~ o:p . , dt.,, 220 . -

s t orr, 422. 

96 ,trur.es Bryce, lIThe Letters of Ihrrl Acton, !I 697 . 
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Acton I s full and a ccurat.e knowledg.e of ecclesiastical hiat.oX"'J 
in:; pl aced at the dispos .,u of tbe prolates, such a s Arch

bishop DuP3'ttl.OUP, Bishop Strossu~'e:r, .and Archbishop Connely" 
who coobat.ed tho Ultramont ano ptU'ty in the a.'litllated and pro
tracted debates which illumined tbe Oecurnonical (buncH . )!7 

"'hia same COHcep t of Aeton ' :.l role 13 seconded by Hendrick, ""he says: 

'l'f'hough a. l ayman, Actoll llZ.Q t tm little band o f Bishops 'fIho Pvposed the 

vatican Deer eeD o~ 18,{0 . 1f7B 

,ven a.f ter t he Council hud a.d.1ourned, ther e i::l still evidence of 

the exalted view eonteoporaries held of Acton I s power. It. cur'ious letter 

dated January 1871 <.itld delivered through. t ho l'wGnty- fifth Eessian Divi

sion then s"tationed in French occupied territory, C&le' to s\cton ir. 

nishop t upanloUV. In it the h t Acton to use bia i.''lfluoo(.'e 

th Lord Granville and ~fr . ClsdfJtone to secure tr..e mediation oE ttle 

F'o'tlcers in the· Franeo- Frnssian war . 

!f contemporaries beld such an exalted opinion of Acton ' s "sptwre 

of influence , " it 18 not too $urpriDinR that Acton himself should be 

aware o f it and employ it to advance his cause. t;. It cton ' s conduct in 

ttturnine frQ1:l one iovenl.'%lont after another to solicit their intervention 

by di1Jlomncy on behalf of t he loa1~1 opposition fil"oup" not only se~s 

strantt€l conduct f or an ilapoutlo 01' liberty, ulw but 1 t also reprotJents 

a ·markcd departur e !Dam hi s ~~rller vi~s . 

on J,!ay 6, 1854 Act on had written to Granville t hat utile Jr.ost serious 

atter that- occurs to llIe on mJich 1 would differ f r OOi t he Government 

97 r"""ce, Studies in Cont eoporary Biography, ) 6 ..1. 

98 Op. cit., 1: 3$2 . 

99 E. L. Woodwar d, ff'l'he Pla ce o f Lord .Aoton in the Libaral " ova'lent 
f the Nineteenth Century, II ~litica, 1939, 4. 250. 

100 Hs·rry, ~ cit., 19. 
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ou1d be any interference i .'1 the ai"'t airs of the roPe. nl01 

Not only does Acton ' s conduct in these oat-tars represent a depnrt.ul"e 

f r ome.arll.er ideas, it. likewisG cou,stitutes a diff icult !nat,ter f or his 

i'el1u1f- Cati1olics to de1'cnd 01" even, f or that matter, to eKplain. 102 

It. is cl(~ that Acton did hie best t o t Ul"QVf the YJe'if,;ht of 'the &,rit

i sh t .QVerla.::'8ll.t IS di$approval a ga inst too defin1 t.ion of Ird:..alllbill t y-. 103 

.... It t he conclusion drawn 'Ulnt u~~o wW ... conduct ed Catholic would have 

taken the part. Acton took in Lhe politica.l intrigue to defeat the defini

tion of Infallibilityn10h :seoow too mteepi~ So eond~natlon. 

Q:msideration of the facts on hand seama rather to verity the 

t ollow.1111J jud~ent: 

At the tloe 0 1' the Vatican (.oullcil, t.hl'tre Wtl~ little to dis
tinb'11ish his [li(ltonf:i} attitude f r o.l. , that of .Jolllnger and 
t'lupanlo~'p, ·although he inclined r ather 'to the vi.ews Qf' t be 
~6mer ~h<-m. tho a€' or the latter. • •• P.aPPil¥, . OO'Hevr"< he 

"tatea the Itltter.,. aft er the de.creen were published. · O? 

~l.'hus, dQ..~pite his vio~e.'1t opposition before, during, and s.hort~y 

after the Council, Act.on d i d $uwit. to the dec1nion of t he Council. 

~ ctOll ·1 $ subrnis.sion pre$ented something of an enigma to his i>M.t>;nds and 

critica, Mpec::iallyamong non- cat m lics. 106 

e instance tl f this ig 0$ Stnit h1 a assw:o:ption that Acton lias never, 

101 agia and Laurence, Sal. Col'l". , 29 . - .- -
102 Algernon, OJ>. cit . , 211 .• 

103 J . fl.. F. IIReview of' 5e1eot.1ons f rare the Co1'Tesponaence of the 
/ irat Lord Acton, If AL~t"rlca, 1918, 18:· lizS;--- - _ . ---- -- ' 

104 I bid., 1.2 .... 

105 Ibid. 

106 "Review of A ,tectllreoll t he study 01:' History, fl' Na tion, 1896, 
62: 39. JoM r!orlej", - H.<!-ool.Lect.iOns, l:~JO.-riggis and Laurence" Scl • 
. . IT., .x1v. 
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$0 far tiS ts .imown, threatened with Gx::cotlmuu1cati ot),,101 In vie-It of Acton 's 

earlier views and bis a ctive role OIl the opposition side in the Council. 

such a view i s interesting but extr~ely naive. Further, any acqualntance. 

with the ~ letters controversy will certa :i1.lly r eveal the er eat extent 

to which Acton .had f allen under the displeasure of Yburch authorities . 1OO 

lt~ ~act po.sition. t aken by ecclesi,astiw suPeriors on the whole Quest.ion 

i:1l shrouoed in the controversial natUl"e of the exchat~es t hat attendGd 

tha 'ri!:les co:ntroversY' nn.d evades an exact descri ption. 

Under .sucb circut:1Gtanees~ one 'ltiOuld t hi nk tl>.at non- :;qt.holic writers 

'Iro'uld follow t' 1g~ t s udvlce twt nIt i ll becomes those who are not 

subject to t he Ro/til3l1 obedience, to judge a!' a delica:te problem on tbis 

head, :in r e{;ard to another OOW'tlunion . ul09 'i'hi5 g~od advi ce was not 

f ollowed even l:u i'iegi8 hif.i..'lelf . Ao a result we find uumel"Qu.s r-.tl.$state-

menta a.,d nnlortunaw eonject ures relative to Acton 's "Elltcoml'J;unicat ion. tr 

;3evera l mis conceptions centered around the reason f or thlit :tailure 
, 

ot the t m:eatened ox.~unicaticm to become a renl1ty'. ~o felt t hBt 

this lias to be explained by t he f act toot Acton was a l~n; and t herc-

fare, not having Q teaching of fice" ho lJaG not excommunicated as waa 

Uollinger. 110 
a thOl'S would see i n t he matt.er proof tha.t the Pope ftaa 

IIprem.m.~).bly afr aid of the i.z:Im:Elll $ 1l lEk'1rning, the great power, and the 

quencha.bl e bonesf:\; tr.at Lord Acton poases 13ed ... Ill Such reilsoniTlt1B 

107 

108 

109 

ItItErno'W of Acton I s Lettor-s, n ~jation, 1901.h 7th 253. 

"Review 0 l.ettel'.s !£. ~a!l Illadstone" n Catholic 11or ld, 836. 

S.el.~., )tv. bert Paul, ~ cit., 8" . 

no !b' .' 17 56 .. ~" i ' r. ~el ..... . . -2:!!.,' . .- l.g1I s ana s..a.urene.e, ~ .. ~., xv-xVJ. . 

III 
" ~ ""rd Act on ' s Letters, Spectator (London) , 1904,> 93 : h29. ----
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reveal the superficiality of mo..,t non-Catholi (~al ij.t'asp of the practice 

o£ ~ecllm;:unicat.ion. As if 1.ayr.,en or learned f~l"{'.oIlS had achioved a eer;tain 

\'iunit.:; to excomn}unieation l 

G. P. Gooch is fJrobably closer to the t .ruth whe:n he rer.arks t1'lI1" 

t,houeh l.cto.n expected to be exc\'.lI::1nuuicated like his master Dollinger ~ the 

blow never fell due to the fact that he d.iscontinued the fiilllt.1l2 

EVert this, d.Lseontinuance of ~lctS.V€l opposition on Aoton I s part has 
'l'!'lIS 

bean ~nt.erpreted.. Thus we f ino li.. !:ortilriel ' eXplainillg that while Acton 

was "not tecnniea1ly til heretic, still his respect for liberty was so 

unqualified as t o place· him far f"rom the ru.nd of tho Ghureh. IIU3 

Pr/ee too er rs :in his death notice on Acton when he describes 

,cton ls position. lie states thc'lt, While Acton r~'tined all bis li.fe a 

n>.embel" of the Roman ootmrunion, 116 still adher ed to the sal'Ue views (In 

11.4 'apal InfallibHlty he had advocated in 1810. 

Such a po-s it ion was a contradiction .in terms . :Wr iters who oake s uch 

a mistake deserve Ueynall ' s cx<itic1sm that they do not r ealize "tho 

liberty o f ROt'Wl Catholics to optvse a dOfSma before its definition, ar 

their eonsistenC",{ in a:cc.epting, f!.i't(a- U$ pl"Olllulgat1ol1 , what they had 

llS bef ore opposed. " 

Besides these rather eeoeral o1.:;u::Dfie~ptionsot J,cton ts posit),ou, 

there have also been uome aown-r1ebt er rors 0 1' t act. Hendrick, for ex-

ample, claims that "Papal pro.clGL1iil.t1ons on tho ImraacuJ.ute Conception, 

U 2 IffArd Acton: Apostle o f L.iberty, " 641 . 

llJ Ope cit., 21.3 . 

l~ 

llS 

--
Bryce, Late 1.0 cton, n liation, 1 902, 15: 29 •. 

'dlfr'id Ueynell, f1,A i:an of Letters~P Living Age, 1904, 24l: 319. 
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the s..yllabus ot 1866,. the t emporal Power and the I nf allibility of the pope 

had drawn iro!i.i '!",his seholustic rcelusc denunciations al~,oat as reSO\ln~'lg 

5 the t hunders of the ",,fatieM itself~ ,.1l6 l 'he particular error in this 

stat.e'c ent concerns tho dog::' f t .. ;u"'.,aculate Conception. ?iggis. cites 

,0 his introducti(}n to tht~ ;i st.ory ~?reedom that Act.on had no hostil-

1t y to tho Im::.laculate Conception, and \lhat 1a nlore, he couldn ' t see 'wl\1 

JJoll~or condemned t his doctrine. 111 When Hendrick arrived at snch t1 

arrone.:tus Qonelu.G'icm, he probably. confused theteacbing of Dollinger 

'nitn the belief ot the discipl e Acton. 

st.ill oore C01:Jl:lon and more serious error itS f r equently ftliloe in 

associat' Acton with tho Ol d Catholic tOvement . t only canon 

>t ~yrick, 116 and a writer for the ,July 5, 1902 iSfrueof the ,i,tnenaeu.t!l,l1 

but even 1ather Parsons120 made the mista.ke of stat:1ng definitely that 

AQton bad joined the O~ tholic heresy . It is quite cl ear at the 

present tune tr.at neither Acton nor !;Oll in.i:er were actual melltbers 0 

t he 01 tholic Church. On the contr ar y , Acton di.d all in his porter 

to dissuade his fI' tends from joining it.121 

In concluding this study of Acton ' 5 career d\U'ing tbe stol"l:!l,Y pe.riod 

f t.he ~Jat1can . Council, the folloWing ';'Culd SfaTVe as a good sum:ary; 

Acton, it >wst bo adr.:li tted, had been one of the leaders -
so f ar as a l ayman coula be - o f the 01J£jOs1t1on to the 

11.6 Op e ~t. , 353. 
11 xxvii . 

U8 ~. , 

11 ... "Lord Acton, in neral, n 32. 

120 ParaoDS,. . LittS and 
-----.::;:.;;:.::.;;.~ 

ru.5 t Ory, note on 242. 
121 i at:1s am ,urenco, Hi .story ~ i reedoo , xxvii. 
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party of. tOO iliriD.. 122 

.t when he [ jictonJ had tully grnaj"JC'd the careful formulation 
0 .1' the Vatican -ouncil'o do~t1c decree, and recover(}d tlO!:lO-

hnt fl"Oltl the acrimonies of the prelimna:r,y discussion, 'We 
nave every reason to bc1iev~ - lnf~·act .. kno1f1ng Lord Acton's 
character, we r;!U8t believe, that his subldsslon .as as CO!:
plete and reverential AS t.he 8ub.:lis81on at }l.efel~, J:illpanloup, 
or Gratry.l23 

The follow1ng quotation from a letter Acton wrote til Lady ,r~le.'1r.er-

I-Jisaett, dated Sat.urday 1872, t ivus Acton's own version of his case: 

Oxenhar:.t writes thin '3aturday it ware panegyric o!\ our friend 
i1.chaud's new book (~ent l'Fglbe romaine n tetlt. plus 1'Eglise 

catbollque. ) I need not tell you that t cannot aaree-ii toll him, 
ana ! ~!reeive that the d1tterence • • • 1B one of funda%:);ental 
p:rii1ciple • • • in tact J he is renouncin~ ca'lU:lunian with us wha 
81Gh to l"er:;.3in in cl,lr.',lll.union \Yith hot1e. • •• P.e l>Iust Clean that 
there was nothing heretical in the Church before 1870, if the 
.t>ecreos of July c.nke sucll a differenc.e- and that is the most 
dirc1:t contradiction of my theorytbat the decisive objection 
to these decrees lies in tt~ previous doctrines 'Which are 
scmctioned and received thereby. • • • It-bink very mueh wolrae 
o f the Church beforeLJu.ly than he does, 600 better of the 
Church atter July .12q. 

Aeton JS au sian tben was tx>th pOssible an:i sincere. t, how-

ever, for the reason arinton auggeat.s, - that AcOOn perpetrat.ed t.he 

lesser .rang at wbaltting to achieve the greater good, continued 

union lIith •125 nather .Acton·s acceptance of Papal In1allibll-

itya6 possible without 01V di.:soonesty on his part because of' his 

original Ilisconceptlon o f the do • 

In his thesis on Papal Infallibility, Ucltabb points out that 

as there are two kinds of minds, the rctla:x:ive and the un
reflexive,. 80 there are tvco kinds of difficulties, difficul
ties in idea and difficulties in reality. or difficulties in 

122 

123 

124 

125 

Ii t.lrV Laurence, Sel. ('J)rr., xv-xvi. 

"ReView of tters ~ ~~ary G .. \,<&cun;.one, 

1s Lal1r1mce, Sel. corr., 116-111. --
2e:.. ~., 106. "Do1l1naer and the P8~c:1, tt 40. 

rld, 838. -
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eMenee 8hd dif'1'icult.:i.e8 in existence. No~ to the refiexivc .oJ.nd 
the ~in di!.iiculty will llsually lJo witb tbe idea, whereas the 
unroflexive wUl 8oru'p~e taOst, a.bout reality. • .• i;bcl"e the 
chief' difficulties arise froll th~ idea, no little relief is often 
qffo1"ded b7 the rcalit;r, tmd on the other h&nd, minds fretted 
uJ the obrious liJUtation3 of the roal1t~ fine.. solace in the 
idea. 1.26 

It would tbat the dil cton laced regarding Infallibility 

vms resolved lq SQ:;O savitlt) set 01' cirCtJi:!;Stanc:e5 helpM to the ure-

1''1exivo mind. · Since ,Act.on's ~Teat di,ffi.culty regarding Infalllbility 

waD in the "idea" it$cl.f~ be received tlno little l'aUo.ftt "hen the 

'trealityll ot Papal In.tallibUity contradicted his preposterous iem-a 

about its poaaible extension in title ~ degree. 

SLueh t ,e idea i 

$0 liUtl.er, 
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Sinco Acton's journalistic Cl'"dSade ended abruptly with his witb-

drawtU. ~1 the COtabat, And since biG Vatican Council cof'fllct .finished 

wi th h:L~ surrender to -r.ho lIluch-o."..,..osed dogma of Infallibility, one would 

expect ,\eton to w1thdral'l fro:., all further public controversy. ~ut such 

'GIS Flot the case. ftbile t eton pro~ intended to retire frot1 all 

active coabat, be "88 .forced into t.he arena one te by tho publicatlon 

of Clnd.. .. tone IS ,phlet, 2!! the . ----- ~ ~ Thall' .Hearl.."lg on 

Civil Allegiance. 

In September of 1814 ':ll,adstone paid a visit to t.:unieh, and ",hile 

there he visited tr. Do1l1n1!0l', who bad J.I that t been CXOf.)Municated 

from t.' ~ladutone' s :ark ut the time that he knew 

no one whose mode of vie and handling religious matters with uboo 

he t."O!'C cordially agl"Ced t.ban oollinger1 certainly r:1V08 cmeh weight to 

orleyl s opinion thAt "we can hi:l.rdly be wrong in ascribing to that vl~1t 

the famous tract wbich was to 

the year. "2 

e so l1ve~ a stir bel'ore the end of 

Besides t.his visit, a lett.er from nladstone to Acton dated october 

1874 nlso reveals- that Gome such work budc:l1.ng in Gladstone's mind . 

ftor l{ldicat1nL~ his rty aereoment ldth Adon's views, ~adstone says: 

I feol l.ysel!' dra\m onwards. !ncioed ~e or your word8 help 
to drw f!O . Tho question with ~e no. is 'fthether I shall. or 
shall not publish a tract which 1 bave written and of which 
the title would probably be, 'the Vatican recrees in their 

1 John !:orlV, The Ufo ot .. ______ _______ ; - - - --- ....... _- ----.. ' 
2 ~.,t1 !bid., :;uy. -



P.ee.rinr~ on Civil Allegiances Cl Political EXpostulation. I 
inclirie to thIii1C I sbOUIa putIiSfi it. It It were in your 
po~r and will to run over here tor a night or tvo I should 
aeok to profit by yOUl" 0000001, and s~ul.d ask YO~ to read 
as much of the t!S . as your patience would endure. 

80 

In response to tho imritation " etan did n$it ,·dotono. But though 

there ,.,q be 8('JlJethi.~gto f'au.l t s opinion that ~cton was fl far ncarer to 

e, 04 still the 

point 1s th&t he did all. in his power to prCVcrlt Cladstone from yub

liBhinn: the proposed tVOrk on the grounds tl\ut it was no1ther fair nor 

Wi s . 
Possibly Acton 's charge of unfairness was 8Um~e$ted by :1~datone's 

conception oftetlporal t;)()vereil:nty of tb ,po that 18 evident thro~!.h-

out h1$ treatise. I rladstone aS5WllOO that \lannirn! ' s interpretation of 

the I~poral 'or as developed in moh works tiS ~Cnesarism anc Ultra-

taniom" represented the official teaching on tho matter. 6 1,6 a 

proncher, ::mudnR claiIoled that TC1.iOral 'ower was .fta la1r of' con-

science, axiom of the reaoc>T1, even raising it to a thoolo.~lcal 

certainty. n 7 extr lfas L:anniM ' s tlanner 01' d.,..fendin(~ t.he 'fClr:poral. 

['ower thut the _~ ____ .... • _ . __ .• docla.rod that 1Jannin;~ t s .or present-

inn tho case "very nearly caused h18 boole, ..!:!!! let1.poral ~ of ~ 

ncar 01' Josus christ, to be placed on tho Ind~. li8 

J ~., 2: SIS. 

4 ~erbert Paul, Letters £! ~..!! Acton ~ lJa17 (Uadstone, $9. 

5 ~i~g18 and Laurence, 
ac (bU, "Lord Acton's Lott __ _ 

l904, 81 t 1009. 

6 
.. _J;Yl;;~ 

Shane L.cslie, Henry .."d1mrd t.'ann1ng r His Life tmrl Labours, 188. 
-.-;.. ---_. - - - ----

"TheLate Lord Acton, tI Edinburr:b. ~~, 1903, 1971 506. 
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Adll1ttin~ th."lt such a claim in probably exagJorated, still tho tact 

ret:.a1ns that ~r annil'lB 's interpretation was recOJnbed oven by catholic 

authorities to be ultra- Ultra::lOnt.ane. On tho other band,J ~el-Jano81 

finds Acton ' s views as expressed i4 an 1859 issue of the Ifalltbler histor

ically true and generallY aQoaptab~e . 9 Acton wrote at that ttQe: 

"1'be ~empor:al Sovereignty is not absolut..ely essential to tb 
nature and ends of the Church; it baa its source in caUSe 

lich are external to her_ in the te:;poral condition of the 
arld, not in the spiritual nics of the cturch; and if the 

.orld beooces mpregllatod nth her ideas the necesoity of the 
parol Pbwer would probably disappear. It is her proteotion 

agalnstt.he 'it;ate and monument of her imperfect victor,y over 
the ideas ot the outer \forld. It is not 80 lauch deslrable as 
mevi table . . • • The Temporal Power itt not Illore inconsistent 

til the ideas to which it is to be sacrificed than the 
spir1 tual power. lO 

Itl 1832 Acton sUll caintalned the outlook_ but with an added 

note ot bitterness. f;itne.ss his words in tho 1}eeember issue or tho 

Ci1ClG1.\Y : 

Counting no longer on the fidol1t)" or popular op1n1on~ or on 
the refined I.'lorality and auperior culture in its ar.ents, 

or tbe Council of Const.ance the Papacy sought ti".e prop 
of 'fQl;.lPOral. Sovcrei.enty', and negotia.t~ tv exchange and 
co:pact" for the favour of the states . ll 

ilo Acton thus de!ini tul,y utood opposed to )tanning' s extreme vi, 

"pro" l'emporal Po1Jer, he likewise rejected Dollinaor ' e dofinite:q rtantitt 

T.,uporal. JlQwer tendMcles. v.1ewittg ;lollinger t S lfOl'k on t.he Temporal 

'81', Acton insisted: 

rda t.ho author's [Dollinger"~ 
views of the Pap4l Question, • • • we :zuat still reiterate 
our stronu dissent on motives ot justice, and still I30re of 

9 f'r1odrlclt Engel-Janosi, ftlteflect.ions on Lord Acton's Ideas of 
His tory," catholic B:1.stor1cal Review, 1941, 27:; 184. 

10 Ibid. -
II "Review o f Cre18hton's 

~c:W.5" 222 401. 
~ ~ !:!!! Papacy, Vola. 1,Il, 



prl1dence and generosity, fror:! t.he tone of many obae:rvutions 
as to the present condition of the Roaan question.12 

And, Acton continued: 

believe. indeod, ttat tho t.rue explanati~ as well of' his 
view& of the 't'mpol"ul Jovereignty of the Papal See;f as of' the 
earnestness and oeoa5ionnll,y even the heat with whieh be 
supports tin t vie-. <md of the atrong and sometimes harsh and 
acrimonious language llhlch he 'U8OS in regnrd to the 1'~,poral 
!k;voreigney as at pl"Elsent const.ituted is to be found in the 
very eames'bless with which be seeks to recomend. to the 
Churclum which he eQl1siders in contrast with it, tb."lt spirituel 
sovereignt-J 01 t be T'~:q rk>o, in wh1ci'l alone be finds the cure 
for tho moral and religiou.s evils flhicb he depicts in all theae 
churches. lJ 

tlbile eud'l an ex.pl8nation of Dollltlger's view: ry indeed appear 

sotnewilat naive. it does turn1ah evidence of Acton's diaanroe;..ent wit.h 

82 

hb {On;ter ter- a fact. of even more signl1'1cCI.Oce than his di.ffel'Gnce 

with f anning. FI.lrther Actonts exl>re8Ged opin:1ons turnish us 'Witb a 

possible explanation for his aeLion in labeling nladstonels pamphlet as 

unfair as also for his deternined effort to prevcut ito publieat.io."l. 

00 other objection that /teton bad raif:Jed agaj.Qst t.he pl"OpOU 

ric: was the laCk of prudence that would bet Dhown in print.lng such 

treat~se since it WO'uld only reopen controverml issues and daneorously 

_cite public opinion a£&inst his fellow-cat.oolics. lh Sum a feM' as 

quite justified, u the subsequent publication of tho lIIOrK: proved. 

Even today, 8evollty-l'ive ;years att.er the oont.rovensy itself, a 

t'eadin;;! of tm iS$U~8 of the '1'1fec-s between lk>vember 9 and l.'1eC$i1ber 12, 

1874 reveals the heiGhtened etIOtiou$ and tense feelings released by t.he 

12 ''Ti:eviol1$ of 'l'he Qlureb Wld the Churebesl or the Papacy and the 
'l"ECiporal Fb\ter, It DublIilneVi.4Wf, IB'bJ. 52; 410=411. 

13 Ibid. , 485. Acton, "On Uil1, It H.ambler. U<>VetlDer 18$9, 
2: 68--69, -w: 75. 

14 paul, op • .:!!.., $9. 
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phlet and the mt1nY answers t.hat appeared in response to it. So t.ct.on 

was correct in label1nc it unwise. 

t a further !'aet tln t. Acton either did not realize or cl'lose to 

ignore 1Ia8 his 0\'1" respol18ibi11ty for can:{ 0:£ thoso lJunw.1seu ideas ex-

d by stone. canon !:larrY deacrihes ... , 

IU;e1t.h1\1l e~,.() tot-etan IS utterances before and during the Council ... IS 

:Ill also thinks the en he a~s, "It i .po:Jolble not to traco 

in .... 1'. Glad3ton&'S pacphlet, ••• tho effect of lDrd Acton's letters 
. 16 

in 1810.- In view o f the excerpts troo these letters cited 

Uer in this paper, such a judroaC!lrtt. se, truo. It 18 , for ex-

.ple, to reCC1gn1~e ACton ' s words" "They [ entool1cS] W1U not be at llbert: 

to reject the deposing POWI r any otlicr crilainal practice or 1d, 

tabUshed under pail) of oXCOCI::wun1cat1on. "h61' at once become 

irreconcilable enf!lties of civil and reUgiouo liberty •• •• ,,17 I n t.he 

Oladston1an version tbot tollows : fiNo one can bee her convert with-

out rertoWlcin.li. hi nl and ,tal £re " , his civil 

loyalty am duty at the of &not . .. lU 

So lIluch tor the Ipblet ltael.f. It 1s now our task t.o describe 

tue reception given the work al'\d to detail i'tcton t s role in the re&ultln: 

controversy. One of t.he Q.Ore interesting and 1rtlt4ediat ctions u .s 

the ~ editorial. in lfh1.~ the writer attel:lptod to analne the basic 

r '"8 for Gladstone'$ writing t : lPhlet . 

1$ 
162: 21. 

Ulism BarrY, ".Lord .Acton, A Study, IJ Dublin Review, 1918, 

16 

17 

16 01 
21u 674. 

ul, OPe cit., S9. --
io and LaUl"ence, Sel. CQrr., 10>. --

(me, uRitua1ism and R1t.ua1, view, 1674, -



Does the late i.ti..niuter flnd it neoousary .. [ the TWes t \1l'iter 
queries,] to repel the suspicion of a lean1n3 t.Otlli ~un1on 
ot i0me? or on the other hand,i8 he venting the 1ndi~nation 
it is on13 too nat.urJJ. he should ft..ael at the astounding in
gratltu.de of the Irish people and hierarcby. • •• A third 
alternative, however, suggests itselt. Does the elaborate but 
unsuccessful a.t.te;:}pt to d1.atina,"Ui!lh between the new and t.he 
old Papa<..y point to the Church of Dr. Dollinger, vnlOl:ll Yr • 
.:l-adstone takas occasion to euloBize $0 highly? ;hen Iw des
ertbes t.he iflII::!ense etfort necessary for a :nan to break with 
his aturch, t.o brave ex~unicat.ion, and bear it. eall:Il,y t7hc:n 
it comes, is he eountingtDil cost of a Uke step should he 
himself be called on to take 1tz19 

84 

Uh1l.e ou.ch a reacUen to Gladstone I 0 \1t)rk 1tl 1nteresctmr. and reveals 

the hiGhly personnlb,M chara,etar of newsj'Jsper writing at the t.ime, it 

does not stand alone in ita attack on the PGt3phlet. 'fhere are ~ 

other, ll10re object1.ve, anaJ;rsos t>.a.de of Glfldstonets EKl;lOstulation. For 

ple, Diahop Clifford in A l"ustoral Letter a.runrer to several of 

Cladatone's ~6ea. a bat:dc ;n.18conc:eption iu pl>Irticulnr that dlad-

stone s~s 100 havo inherited f: .acton was explained by t.he ii:bhop as 

follows 1 

'G not t oUQIf beC4Use the Pope bas su~eme power, no 
abused it. . .• If the Pope .. ere 00 to abuBe 111 

power as to seek to int.erfere in t.hat which undoubtedl¥ 
belongs to tha civU authority, Ctitnoliea would resist. U.20 

This explanation is especially worth;r of note auae it illust.rates 

80 '\~ ;vel1 tl'et it was Acton'S uul'ortunate way o£putt1.f:lg t.hltmO that 

caused h1.s troUble rather tmn his id t, elVe$. In Acton'S re?l¥ 
, ' 

one can note thl busic siaila.rlt.y of bie argw:.ent to that of Bishop 

ClUford's, but ~ a d.ifference in too .q the point is llIade I. 

• Vaughan's Advent semans or that year also centered .bout 

19 'l'1!ae:s, l~oVEClber 9, 1874, 9. -
20 Ibid., 1:ov - 'r 30, 1674, 2. 
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reply to Gladstone's pnmpblet.21 !Duntless other letters were written to 

the ~ in refutation and explanatIon of points doveloped in the 

f.Xpost.ulation. No 'rtl'\v aoong the correspo ,ts were Dr. Hanning, who 

{'earnestly ended tho dlgt:!a of In ... ·allibil1ty," and lJ;>rd Acton .. who, 

.ul, Ilrepudiated it altocether • .,22 according t 

Later on, liewr.wn also entered the lists on behalf of the Church, and 

his wo:ric has been well described ao "the answer to :::ladstonols attack. tt2J 

Even " aton implied as mlcil about H n'a ~ to ~ ~ ~ _Ho_r_~_o_lk_, 

when he acknowl~ed his poruonal indebtedn 

tion 0 1" his own difficulties ani doubt$,. 24 

to that ''fork fo.r the solu-

BUt our :ir.r:.ed:ia to concern is tb arumer made by Acton h1.msel1'. 'hen 

Gladstone attacked. th atioan Deer, ., rd Acton took down his sword of 

the and prepared tor battle. t on Whose side? So confu8ed were 

t.he readers who studied Adioo ' s letter to tho 'l"ioea of Noyember 9, 1674, 

that t.eton was act~ described as fJboldly placing himsell' by Glad.

at.one's 8ide."2S 

In rotroBpect C<1.'l see tlOlir he.. erroneous ouch a judgtlent was. 

vidence shOl'lS th'lt Acton tried to stop t.be !)ubllcatiou of tho 

phlet; and when he was ur..:st1c<Je88!Ul in this, he did not d1Sgul08 Me 

intention of answering. 26 

21 Ibid. 

22 nerbert. 71. Paul, The ~ or lilli, Eltart Gladstone, 13.3. -
23 thbert. liutlor, ~ ~ ~ T1cos ::! alshop l1l.la.thorne, 2:: 101. 

24 7'i&Gis and LWrence, ~. 5E!!., 1SS. 
2S "Rev1._ of ~ 2!! ~ !:tudy ~ Histo17, u tion, 1896, -62l 39. 

26 "The ivi_, 524. -



'I'. Paul conveys th1s iDpression in the foll.owing glol'lingteros: 

Acton's invincible integrity ot mind would not al.low him, 
for the sake of his own peace; to acquiesce in the practical 
conclus·iorl8 which J!r. Olacistone drew troll irrefrail:ablo 
premises. • • .27 

It 10 characteristic of Lord Actonls courage and cnndour that 
he should hive answered at all.. !Ie Y!'88 regarded at t(oc.o with 
SOt:lctb1ng oore than suspicion, <lnti nobod¥gu1te understood 

1'\Y he had escaped tOO fate or !):)llinger. 28 

But, _bile it be cooCl.ldod that Acton f s intentions in entering 

86 

the public controversy were good, the results of his efforts were actual

ly" 'Clore harmful than helpful. H!swas:indeed!tan apology lfilich lIa8 Dare 

injurious than the attaCK," servin:l as fuel to the tire rather than 

ext.iruruishing it.29 

~:ti,tber Thurston explains w1\1 Acton's letter was sad read~ to 

many 0 f his fellow-Catholics f ollows: "In detendin& the position that 

opinions of those in authorlty were no sure guide to the 

feeling or action of those ftho accepted tmt authority, Acton did not 

shrink frm l12any most unacceptable Ultistratlons. ",)O 

ouch a remark it is easy to recognbe the aptness ot ranon 

Barry'. description 01' these letters to the Tiees as instances of I!two

"'ed l'eason1.ngu wherei .. '} Acton "sid vered Oladstone I s Whole contentlon" 

ana usa succeeded adr;;.1rably by his unba 

authorities of {ie8tminster. u3l 

27 Pa.ul, Ope ~., 60. 
26 Ibid. 

29 Told., 61. -

~ 

.30 !=et-bert 'l'hurston, "The Late Lord Acton, If 
8L: ,36,) • 

.31 n __ ry, op .. ~., 22. 

e in narousitlR the 
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Nmcan also was aware 01' the dual nature of Acton fa reply. !f1ndf'ul 

of the d 

him and 

o Acton hnd done to ,la<istone's att..'tcic, };er;r:,.an COllP.,ratulste,d 

cnciGd his use of' historical trutb.32 Ho&eVer, !iCWl:intl .al.ao 

recognized the dange1"Ous interpretations tnat 1llan.1 of Actouls statanents , 

wO".Jld be given and he tberoforeexpressed thewUh that the let.ters had 

never been wri.tten.33 

Thus Acton'S return to tho arena of religious controversy signaled 

another stol't\Y period in his life wherein both hiB unhapW f'neility for 

cl\ll:li&y' and confusing oxpl.arultions and also his sensitive pride CO!!lbi.ned 

to Clake relations grow tIOre and tlOf'e strained. 

Shortly after the appcliranee of Actoo's fUlSlter in the ~, that 

paper Illentionoo the .faot t~'lt a Protcstant clergyman, the tean of E!tetcr, 

spoke at a public gatbetlng on bow satisfactory it was to sec men 11.ke 

Lord Acton standing on their own grounds and t:>aintaining that they were 

not prepared to 3Utm1t to Ollf lSOrt of spiritual. dictation iJ:lplied in 

InfallibUity.J4 

itb such interpretaUanG velug lade of his actions, it is not 

difficult to real1~o t.h.1i11i Acton's opinions were not of a Id.nd that. 

uld commend tbe:uelves 'to the a.uthorities of his Church or even to 

the gl'E'at majority of 1tslay memben .J5 AmdoU$ to make the public 

aware or ouch a bridge between Acton :md the typical Engliail Catholic, 

T. J. capel \'Il"Ote to the ~ as .follon: 

32 ll'l'he Lute Lord Acto:l, It EWn. }{~t 527. Jobn Po.llock;t nThe Late 
tord Acton," Independent ReVi61'l,~. : 182. --

33 J . It. F., "Review or Selections f roo the Correspondence of th< 
First Lord Acton, n America, 1918, Ill: 1i2S:-- - - - ---

3h };ovember 26, 187h, 9. 

35 ~., Februar,y 19, 1895, 9. 



I!' the letters of Lord Acton and 1..ord Ca::::oys go unchnl1~ed, 
t:.uch tlisapprehena10n lf1l1 obtain. • •• EKccllent as a1", 
these noble peers, they are in no war representative of either 
Catholic thought or of the catoolic laity. They take llttle 
or no part in the 11.te of the Catholic body in this country. 
and ~uld not bave the sirdolf or a chance to be chosen a 
spokof'.tlen of our 1.a1ty. 3 

88 

ho next. day's issue carried a like testimonb1 from Henry stourton, 

'110 said, "X finliLy bf...l1evo that t.ho tu~ Peers • • • ropresent few b 

sides thsnaelves in thIn country. ,.37 her 19 issuo, LOrd 

Petre, cha1r=an of the General itte.e of the Catholic Union, PllbliGhed 

a series of resolutions pas~ by that up to 

Union acccpted the vatican Decrees and all 

ef'tect, that (1) the 

plied., and (2) the 

eathollc Union availed 1tsElf of the O:JiJOrtWlity to protest 8.t':ainat the 

aSsur;!ption that tho Lords Acton and camoya and ilr. 

&17 Satl3e the spokesmen of the Catholic laity)8 

Putre were in 

Porhaps the Illost rhetorical of all the tcat1lwn1als denylngActon'f) 

C~3UI to being a "representative CatJlOl1c"ls contaiiled in Bi$bop 

VaughatVs nords l:Ib1ob foUem: 

One 01' the twelve Apo$t~es boc~e a thief and a deieide and one 
of the seven deacons a bcresiarch. llut none of theBe human 
thinrs can shake your faUh in an institution which' 1$ Divine. 
Upon this general pr1ncip~e you lIill be able to interpret th. 
value ot two scandaloua letters by Lord Acton, Which have been 
publlebed in the rimeR ne'llspapcr in connection with ";r. ('J.ad-
tone ' l) attack upon the Church. Scandalo such as these Dust 

Tho noble author as.'lUred tbe world that he waBindu.CGd 
his historicn.l revelat.ions a.,;alnst 3t. Nu.s, Fenelon, 

and ot.hers in the eau~e of troth. Tie say nothinr; ot tho 
loyalty or tenderness of Ii son toward his fIOtlwr "ho should 
upou occasion of her bein.'" groU8l¥ i.lind unfairly attaek~j, join 
1d tb her assailants in expQsinC hel" frailitiea . • •• He 
strikes, but he protes8es that. he cannot kill . • • • The fact 

J6 l:Ovelllber 16, 1874, 9 . 

37 

)6 

c . cit . 

c. cit . -



thaI:. she possesses an \U1dyin& life and carl bear yet crueller 
treatl'lent. can scareely mit16ate our estillate oJ.' the conduct 
of such a son. J9 

69 

It was not only Catholics that t.hus interpreted Acton's ®rd.s. An 

editorial ot the J.iovmOer 9 issue of the 'i"imes stat.es: 

Unle8S we strnngeJ..y mi sappl'ehend LoX'(f Acton I s argu::;ent ~ his 
answer to '1'. Gladstone's charge that the \lntienn Decrees 
have so infringed the oblieatiorlS of ciVil aUeginnCG that 
no catholie can reconcile loyalty to the crotm with accept
ance of thee 1($ that he does not accept them. LDrd Acton 
treats thctl as a nullit:;r. Jia docs not nay this in so fllI1llY' 
lfOrdn, and it is possible that. he may shrink t'1'o", aclmowl 

th...t tilis short andsiDple solution of the difficulty is 
t.he exact Btat~ent of his aleaning, - the irreaistible deduc
tion rr~ his apology; hut we nil prencntly sno. in detail 
that his 8~.ent can have no other .force, and U_e err~ it 
will be open to him to po1.'lt out the link of his reasoning we 
ha"e misapprehended. • •• fur the mooent lie must as~UGle his 
IJ03ition to be t.hat tile Vntican Decrees have not. affocted hi.., 
loyalty, because be pays t.hea ~I.respect . • • • If not, wl\)r 
declare so in a siniUc sentence 7'40 

Thus we can see tba t 9uch an 1nterpretation or Acton's words would 

lodeall,y lead to the followinG conclusion 1Ih1ch the Tines writer draws: 

I f' such ut.terances os those ot tOOlle tliO Peers [ Act.on and f.acOYSJ 
aro conclusive us to t,}10 practical Cleaning of 'Papal InfaU1bllltl', 
tho:; indicate not losn clearly that the ex~ravagn.nco of that 
claim is defeating itself. • • • It i:J one t.hing to claim 
Infallibil1ty, it is a VCf"IJ ditrerent t.biru,j, to get Ute ~ 

itted even by yourOlm adbere..,ts.41 

ildering such evidence fran both Ccttbol1c and non-Catllolic 

soured alike, it t".lU$t be adUtted tmt Acton was 'by no means repreaenta-

tivc of t hb,gllah e:.tholics 01 that t. " ·yen Gladsto admitt as 

.uch when ho wrote to 'Ulitlg on t:ovember 12, 1670. In this letter nlAd-

stone 3~a : 

I " r~gaI'~ his ~cton IS] cm.')racter 8Jld adnire his abUiti 
and attain.:atmts, but I have never supposed hi:I. to be 

)' ~. , r..ecsber 7, 1674, 

40 ~, ltoveI:1oor ll, 1.074, 9. 

Ll. Ibid", Plove£Wcr 1L, 1874, 9. -



.an representat.ive of tho general body of En3liab Ro.~ 
tholics. '{ou wUl notbo surprised at r:q adding that I 
sh be were ouch. ror thoU(~b I , have noticed a great clreum

spection WlOlU his Gitto, 1 have never seen anything that 
bore the slightest resecblanee to a fraudul$llt rescrve.42 

Mtual.l;V' , then, one ahould not expect Acton to be considered aa a 

typical representat.ive of anyth:ing, be it; his faith or anything else. 

He'll'as so definitely an indiVidual and 80 deei)-~ed Q research student 

90 

that his explanations were round to s foreign, both as to matter and 

cu:mner, ,'or the ordinary person. 1'1ith his philosophic probi.ngs into 

the t':ost illtricat.e pllasea or topics under disCUSSioJl, Acton orten went 

oU on a tangent that. ca::;pletoly a:.!.slcd the uninit.iated anci. casual reader. 

This absorption 1Ii th the essence of things wus thus explained 1:r.f 

Acton in a letter dat.cd January 21, 1861: 

y lito in spent in endless EttrlvinC to cake out the inner 
point 01: vio", the 'raison d'etro,' the encrot ot faScina
tion f or r..owert\ll miods., O.t' nyst.e..a or roliiion and philolS
opl(,>, and o:f polit:ica, the oU-sprinf; ot' the others, <md 
ooe finds UlIlt tho deepest bbtorians kno~'J ho. to dil1play 
their origin <md de.fect.o, but do not k:now 00_ to think or 
to feel IUS lZen do who livc in the £r3Sp of the various 
i78t EWI.lU 

It is just such a deticie."1cy' in Acton that proved his fI(;aterloo" in 

the lettf.'rs. he wrote to the Times. om the tenor of his correspondence, 

the wae of his journalist.ic amtl'1but1ona, and f l'OIa tho spirit of 

his lec~ure notes, it. se~ el1fe to H"Y thtlt underneat.h a weltor oC 

hhtorical referooeea and pl111osophlsing by-.aya, Acton accepted. tb6 

same rock-bottom. truths that repreacntat1ve Crltholics hold. But his Olm 

confusion, result.1ng tram a lack of int.~"'1'ated synthesiS of h18 vast 

accumulAtion of scientifie evidence, 80 pemeated his writings that th~ 

42 Lealis, up. ~. , 231-232. 

hJ Paul, op. dt., 158-159. r ae Coll, 0loi . Cit ., 9?9. -- ---
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eaolq lidded one into concluding otherwise. 

Take for . exMl"Ple, Acton's li3.ooted position on Infallibility. Fi.ggis 

1s probabq correct in this belief that. Acton felt t.hat the reality of 

Papal. Infallibility VlOuld neutralize the felU"s about the idea itselI.4L 

In truth, ... eton told Lady elennerhaseett that he thou~ht his fears of 

the decrees Md been 8Ot:icwhat ~at.ed, for the co::l.pl1cat.lons which 

he had. feared never ronlly materialized. hS l'he l'e4Son Iooton eives for t.his 

is that NTh. e causes which had lar'itoqnul1I1ed the worst aspects ot 

aut.horitative evil in its official centre would continuo to operat.o, &S 

~itJ.l."Uit the dnngers inherent in too' aticanoocreelS . .. 46 

~ucb mislead1ng st.aterolents, even though they were basica.llJr the sa::ue 

as other Coltholles, leave little doubt. as to tho justice of tlie cla,1I:l 

that let-on was not a representative chAracter. re is also ItUcll truth 

to a s econd objection tade aeainst Acton to the effoct that his W"d.S a 

l:lind ft;:zueb warped againat the ltQ;.an 5ysteG. ,,41 

Iyen the 'l"1mes editorial ..merein ,Acton 18 described as ItscrvinR: the -
cause or truth, It mplies th.-.t Acton thus served only lr.l "Just1.I')1.l'1g the 

worst aceusationu ever brou .. !ht a.Gainst the a.utMriti.~s of his Churcm. a46 

Such remarks prove conclusively it could be said of "cton that he wrote 

"as a e&thol1e anc still trained. M:s artillery on t.he scat of author1.ty • ..49 

44 lri&:,.ais nod Laurence, 5el. Con. , lI'V1., 1&9. --
45 D. !'. B., Sllpplecent !! (1901-1911) , 10-11. 

116 --lggiB and Laurence, ~. ~. , xvi . 

47 thurston, "4cton, It C8thol1o !nsY01opedia. 

48 ~ovccbor 24, 1874, 9. 

49 aurt.on J . Hendrick, !!!!.! of .Andrew OU'neqie, 11 353. 
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Cert.ainly many paGsatces of Acton t s writiAAs 1'IOuld seec to substan-

tiate such a charge. l'bt.e Acton's U$appy r.1atUl91' in the following: 

You [GhdtJton~ thi.nk that we o~1ht to be coi:=pellod to demon
strate one of two things - tlmt the Pope C43!loot, by virtue 
of powers aasertcd by tho late Council, make Q claim which he 

9 per.feotly able to make l::u virtue of powers asserted for 
hir:l before; or, that he l'IDuld be resisted it he did. The first 
i5 auperfluous. The second is not capable of receiving a 
written da:umstration. 'i'here.foro neither of the alternativ08 
you propose to catholics 01' t~1J country opens to us a w.v ot 
escapi.rli! frcn the reproach we have incurred. :'1bether thore it> 
ore truth ~ your tl1s~1vings or in r.q t:'~fidence, the event 

.nll sm .... , I hope, at no d1Btant timo. ;;1V 

Sorne of the l'OOe.tlt.Jent en.1ondereci l:!.Y the above passage was rGmOved 

by Acton t 8 .furtbl)~ explanation that 

At the sa.:to t1me when the Cathul1c oath was r~pealed the POpe 
hc;.d the swe right and power to GXoom::;w~1cate those "ho denied 
his authority and to depose princes, that he noll' possesses. 
The doctrine agains t. which you are contending did not begin 
with the Vatican Council. • •• lbe recent decrees hay. neither 
increased the penalty nor made it easier to inflict. TMt 1s 
the true answer to your appeal.51 

In a second letter to the Times Acton roen:forced this Hot1on when -
he add: 

In rq endeavor to show that the satety of the Stete 18 not 
aUected by tlkt Vatican Decrees, I at.fimed toot they asnign 
to the Papaqy no power OYer temporal concerns greater than 
tmt llhich it l:w.d claiaed and exercised betore, and that t.he 
causes wh1dl had hitherto depri~ed t.hose claims of practical. 
effect continue to operate ncm • .72 

It 1G possible to SGe some just1f iCAtion in Actonts labellng an 

anslTel'to dstme's first objection "supernuous. " It is a far c:ore 

difi'icult task, however, to explain Acton' ndl.1ng ot Gladstone' a 

alternativo aUlmestion - that Catholies lOuld resist the Pope in regard 

so 'rimes, Noveaher 9, 1874, 10. 

$1 Ibid. , 9. - Gladstone" 0 Vatican Decrees, 80. 

52 -"'es, Nov_ell' 21!-. 187h,. 6. 
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to cutters decided infallibly. Presumably ;teton's l'e'IllaI'k that no written 

deeonstration of this alternative was . possible referred to providing a 

true defence for ouch a. lina 0·/ a.ction on the part of. C,!t..holicsj because 

Acton £0 it only too possible, unfortunately. to cite several inst,MeGa 

or Q:1tballcs who had failed to heed certain Papal pronouncements . 

"'there has been, It Acton states, "and I bellevc there is still, SOI:le 

exagbcl'at1on in the idealllen fOr::l of the agree<:tent in t.hought and deed 

hieh authorit7 cat) aCCOl:1Pl1sfi. ,,53 

To subst:mt1ate his contention l'I1garding subt:dssion o f thought, 

Acton cites the exacple of Yenelon. 

,hem his 1:ook was condaned, Fenelon publicly aceept.ed the 
ju~:,ent as the voice of God, Acton po1ats out. . •• In 
private he wrote that. his opinions were perfectly orthodox 
and reaained unchanged; tba t his ol-;.oncnts were~n tho, wrong, 
and that Rome was getting religion into perils. 

'he failure of authority to accomplish tIor:reeent in deed we well-

illustrated, Acton cail1tained, by the case histor,y of Philip Il, who after 

being ex .unicated and dopr1 ved ol his riuilt to rule, despatched hie 
c: 

:IT/:f}f azainst ROl::I.o with the 1\U.l npprovnl ot tho Spanish clergy.;':> 

liar in his career Acton bad discussed tho same satter, and those 

r~ks throw considerable light on the later oneil. Acton insisted that 

it was necessary to notice briefly aD opinion held bJ S who are either 

ignorant ot the CltboUc s:rrstem or esped.a1l7 bo:Jtile to it, that an 

arbitrary aut.hotit7 ex1Dt.s in tho OlUrch which 1NJ3' deI\V' 1th&t has bitherto 

been believed, and uuddenl;1 :1opoa.e on the .faithful, against t.heir trill, 

53 

Sb Letter to tbc Times incluced in Gladatone ' n V.t!can 
wit.h famous replies" 83:--

55 ~., 84. 

ct'ees 
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the a.uthor of the first Crusade. Wio taught that it was no tIlU'der to ld.ll 

an exco::u::unicatod person and still another later Pope who declared the 

lUl'der of a Protestant 3 good deed,59 Acton iruJuted: 

1.1 ttle fello_hip or cont1dence 1s possible botween a man who 
recot;nizes tho co=on principle 01 c.ornlity u.s 110 find them in 
the oveMJheWng rrass o.f the writers of our Church and one tUlo, 
on l.earning that the murder of n Protestant Sovcrei,.-,. has been 
inculcated. by oil saint, or the slaughter of Protestant subjects 
ll. • ..iproved by a Popo.,."sets b1llwelf' to find a new interpretat.ion 
for the Decalogue. au 

gulf between his fell, .• tholic3 and r.itmelf ccl"tainl¥ widened 

whm Acton sepclrated himsolt frx tho r.roup he toms "IJltrwaontane" by the 

following worde, 

It belongs peculiu.rly to the character of a genuine Ultramontane 
not onl¥ to guide his life by the example of the canonized 
saints, but to receive with reverence and sUQllssion tho 1\'Ords 
of Popes. tIow, Pius V~ the onlJr Pope who bas been pro~od 
a Saint for IMnY centuries, haV'ir~ de;;rived Ell:eabeth, c:o:ais
sioned an assassin to tako her life. • • • It. 1& hard to be
lieve that these thin;rs can excite • • • tha.t sort of adr.u.ra
t10n or assent that ciisplays itself in act.ion. If they do not, 
then it CI.U1not be trul,y slt.1d tho:l.t t'cthol1es fiJrfe1t their moral 
freed.Oo, or place their duty 4l.t the mercy of another. 61 

And Acton concludes, "It i s not the unpropitious tiJlles only, but the 

von' nature at things that protect Catholicism fron the c:mGeQuenceu of 

S~8 th(.'Ories that have grown up within it • .,62 nor e again Aoton once 

more indicatos bis belief' tMt the reallt;y .rl.U dispel fears about the 

idea. • 
'Ii:..torlcally speaking, tb! charges a~ainst the Popes mentioned above 

57 Ibid. --
6IJ Ibid. , 82. -
61 Ibid. 

62 Ibid. , 83. 
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have beon investigated and foWld either unsubstantiated or less signifi

cant in thair 'effects than Acton u.plied. 

hat concerns un nora at the ent is that ornnipresel'lt msc:oocep-

tion of religious porsecut1on that twunted t eton. Accordi:ng to Acton,. 

tl1klresy erely an error, while in1;olerance was a 810."6,3 Consequent-

ly he inststed that Ilifuont.he catholic Church t:.ade use of persecution to 

st~~p out herc~ it wan acting contrar.y to tho op1r~t of Cathollclam;n6h 

for though "Eyery Q.;t.hol1c bol1ovea 1n 'l'l'nnaubstant1ation, • • • nobody 

knows rmat i.t 1s to burn a hereslarcll. All are involved in the indiet-

cot.; none banefit by the defence.t,o; Acton 's oppooition to P~pal In

f..uJ.lb1lity too had been baaed chiefly on his fear that that dogm would 

in oome u(-nae constitute tla reaffircation of ::ruch th::it he dep10red in 

tho history 0:1 religious per38cution. ,,66 

Such oouvict.1ons inspired AC to express IUUlY e.xtrel!le views, but. 

::n.nton ' 5 assu:npt ion thli.t Acton ropeat.odly' ina1:rt.cd that the clergy 

ceased to Le nod' a cin1sters when they O1d -.rong~ 61 5Cet-.B to ntret.oh 

even such rcc&rks beyond credulity. t his is espec1ally true sluce such 

a beliof is pat~~tl,y a fon: of the tist heresy. If thoro b&d been 

so4otilinf! to such a charce, it sur:ely 1'oIOuld have been tnOre promi.l'I.ent in 

6,3 

25: 641-
o. P. Coodl, uJl.post.le of Liberty," '-oreigo AffairS, 1941. 

64 ._'ana DrintOtl, tlLord Adm t u Philosophy of If1story, U Harvard 
1'heological lleview, 19l9, 12: 104. 

65 Acton, "Review ·o f creighton-s Ii:1~;tory of the Papacy,I\' Acad!q. I gg~,l:l: 
L08. --

66 cil Algernon. II 

~, 1918, 229: 210. 
nistincuished Cladstonlnns," Q,lQrterlY 

67 rillton, op. cit., 106. The quotat~ons of Acton's that proba
bly t31.s1ed Brintoo Occur i n his essay on 1!111, ~amblcr, 11 and 1n his 
lecture on Luther, j.. .. ct.urea 2!::. "odorn liLstory, 90. 
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t.he evidence brouJ!;ht ueainst Act.an in the various controversies. 

Ithouah Bl"iHton's content-ion haG litU$ bauis in tact, there 1s 

considerable .eight t~ the belief ta~t Acton considered F.apal Infnllibil

lty as likel1 to produce tn.t «moral tnnatlc1smft which led to the st. 

ssacre.68 he believed 1'il'ml¥ that avery nUtne 

as bound 10011cally to atbit that the Pope who persecuted heretics t.o 

death was rlKht whenever acted thus in his oUicial calXlcity. "Ee 

who accepted the Vat.ican s.rstca, It ;..<:ton concluded, "cannot escape that 

conclusion. ,,69 

So A.cton reasoned f,Mt if Pius V declared that "he would release a 

culprit Ity or a hundred Qurden rather than one obstinate heretic, 70 

t..'len in truth the rlaasacre of St . Dartboloc IUS~ be consldOl'ed "an Ul'i-

answerable indictment of rel.lgious JX)r5ocution. ,,71 As to the usual. 

excutJea offered in defence of tbe Papal actions, ACto.l'l maintains that "a 

Slrdn7. or factD WGl"O invent.ed to meet the d1tf'leulty.u72 

So saylS Acton ! but th 1!> definitel;y another side to the picture. 

1!any of thea. "invent-cd. facts" to 1IIhich Acton oontemptuously reters are 

not generally accepted historical facts . 73 

68 
Acton, 

69 

, ~ ~., 19. R. 
tate~en and Nation, -

J ac CoU, op. cit.,. 1001. 
~. ~. , lOO. - -

• 1.. Smith, 1OT: 
1944, 27~ )55. 

"On Slill, n 74 . 

70 Acton, .. the ~'a.asacre of St. " artho1ot:lClV, If 

stranf!e Lif e of Lord 

lru;:is an~ Laurence, 

1869 cited in Tiggis ana Laurance, ... ~ ~ ~- - - --OJ--
71 

12 
lirlnton, ~ ~., lV'.) . 

ct.on, m,Jaosacre," ll.6-1L9. 

13 -thurston, 

• 

20) • 
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F. H. 0 I Donnell in an.'JWoring Acton 'a letter insisted that the 

Nuncio's report about the l!assacre was intercepted and violated by ,orcnch 

authorities before it reached tho Pope.74 Thin is the version that is 

accepted to~. So tuo is the B1.shop or Jlottinght.l.i3' s translation of 

Urban III's lette1~ to nodi'red, r;ionop of: Lucca,7$ considered the 

tai'l:.hfll~ intel"iJretation of that. Pope t s actual messUP.e. 

re 

levietf on ''TOe lIf~aa-

ere 01' St . Barthol.ol:!eYI" reflects his IaO~t extreme views on this subject, 

and although he lat.er modUle<! some of Me con clus10ns , 16 his description 

or tlat event is still QanKe1"Ously untrue. A.ct.onts version of the "a888-

ere B to be quito definitely na grot-eoque interpretat10n . • • a ' vet",Y 

serious :c isrepresentation of its purport . ,,77 lie he undoubtedly .. cUt 

s.incere .. hen he wrot.e the following, there is reason to suppose that few 

wore prepared or inclined to digest. the hi8torlcal indiscretions he 

See.::8 to e S\'faUO wholo: 

I know that there are Ew.:le whose feelings of reverenco and 10'1 
re, unhapp1ly, wounded by lfhat I have said. r entreat them to 
r~ber holf littln 1I'Ould be gained 1! all t1ll1t came .. 1thin the 
scope or ay argull\cm. oould be swept out of exiatenee- to ask 
tbcGoclvcs scrio-usly the qucstion .hether the lad of the In
qu1sition co or aro not a scandal and a sorrow to their souls. 
It v;ould be well U- J:lat bad never rallen into the temptation ()f 
suppressing truth an,; encouraging error for tho better oocurity 
ot reliGion. Our :.llurch stands, Md our faith should stalXl, 
not on the virtues of th.'ll, but on the surer groW'ld of an in
»tltut1on ano. a j,'Ui<Uancc thllt are d1 vine. Therefore I rest un
shaken 10 the beliof that noth1n6 which the inmost depths of 
history shall dl..'Jclose in the time to cowe can ever bring to 

74 T1l'Iiea, HovEDher 26, 1874, 9. 

1S Ibid .. , november 28, 1814, 9. -
76 D. Y. B., Supp. II" 9. 

77 Thurston, !? r:opery, 198-199. "The Late Lord Acton," 3GB. 
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c«tbolics jUl>t cause for ahace or teal'. ! shQuld dishonour and 
botr~ tho Church if 1 entertained a aU$~icion that evidences 
of religion could be 'WeaKened or the authority 0:£' Councils 
sapped 1:&' a knowlndge of the facts witb tfh1eh ! have been deal
in8 or oot others lyhich are not less grievous or less certain 
because thav ren:ain W1told.76 

X'na11i;o indeed that t.imes have c.t:langc<i since Act-on 's d~; and 

al80 that ot the critical. re:..ru:'ks £lade by Acton aga.inBt the Papacy 

arc probably no more serlous than the evidence included in Polstor 's 

History of the Popes,79 atill Acton'a w:l1IholeSOl'le bias p;1ves a atl.ng to 

bis observationQ that antagonizes rather than castigates. 

As one .,uld expect, suclt viewg as Acton expressed in the ~ 

drew forth a veritable volley oJ.' rosponse. " oonsideration of these 

reactions will throw still furth"!r light on the precarious influence 

Acton exerted on his caaternporaries. 

'he ~, a Hamar). pape!', relayed the IOOesqe of Actm 'a response 

.. 0 ilfldstonc to its reade~s and then rnatoricAlly denounud. him in tbe 

following words J 

. The !:tost 1n1qultouo l..etter which can he iJlmg~ written by 
one who continues t.o G-ull ~olf a Catho11c. It is by LDrd 

etan, tbe pupil, tho apoetle, the docile instl"W':lent of 
Illinger. Lord Acton, disi1s!ur1.ng, cal.\ICl'liatiAJ, inventing 

fact,1owt worda, putts together all the !:lost, crWnal imputa
t.1Oft$ against the Pontiffs. • • • A. tlaO ",ho at this time 
publicly accuses nis Font1tf, am even tlal\Y other sainted 
Pontiffs, of t1 cr1t:Ie lIbich most directly exposes h1r:l to the 
vengeance or the State, and to the irritAtion ot the dt1sens. 
yet continues to call.. hlmself a cathoUc! lie shall anBIfer 
teN Acton's long letter not.itba~ that it does not 
scer.a to U:i wortby of a repq. 00 

l;aturally f!nQURh such cenaUl' le1i non-Catholics into 

16 'l'i,A)e.s, Hovecller 24, 1674, 6. 

Uer,.QP. cit., 2: 10$. 79 

80 ",ted in~, l.ovembt!r 20, 1874, li. 
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speakin~ of tbe 81t:1pertect C&tb!Jl.i.e.1s:3 of lcrd Acton. lIBl Thus the '1'4 ...... 

stated thut .Lord A.cton 

haG long been dis t1ngu1sbed £01' his li.beral views, am has 
evidel1t.q bccotae thorou.;hly accu.st'..c>med to his ambiguous 
poe1tion. The anatbcmaG such Hcx:um Catholl03 may haVI 
incurred, have hitherto sa.t. li~htly on him, and the addi
tion Qf a few more can occasion hin no uneas1ness what
ever.U2 

,Us that last reroark about Acton I s unconcern about the censurt) of 

,ll be Challenged,6) there 119 no doubt tbat Acton did drew 

down Violent o~position troc. both lay ani ecclesiast1c sources al1ke. 

17. 18711 issue of the Timos, a Mr .. Berries protested -
that ho as Q. antholic peer objected most strenuously against the 

prossed vi of Lord. Acton nne: Lord (";1OOYS sln.ce t.hey were Hneither 

consonant with the fa.1th of the C.'1thollc Church nor u1th the op1.n1ons of 

their Cbthol1c fellow-countrymen. "84 

,t the eeclesiastlcul response ill the fora of letters, pastorals, 

and s Ins, in .hioh the real.ly serious objections we; de, reveal 

even more clearly the intensity of' Catb:>lic disapproval of Acton's lit 

of thOUght.. '!be very n1ck-name, tfApost.e.t.e TriUl'lilV1rate,46$ applied t.o 

leton, .01'8, and fiEo.nry Petre COIlVeYl9 t.his 11 • 

Acton realized this bimaelf as can be seen in the ~etter he lU'Ote 

81 ---- , HI :be>r 17, 1614, 9. 

82 Vovember IL, 1814, 9. 
83 

R. uort1lller, "Acton's lifefrosa his Inrtb t.o the Year 1862; 
Renew of Acton, the ~rma~1ve Years by David nltthew; If Ne'If s tatesman 
and Nation, 1946, -:n, 213. Hggis bOd Laurence, Riatoq'o'l FreedOiil, 
jxxviiI. ftThe Lat.e Lord Aeton," Ed1nbuI'i'.h U!!!ew, 534. -

6h 

as ~., Hovet1ber 25, 1614, 9. 



to cardinal J:anning explaining h:i::J pos1 tlon i 

November 18~ 1674 
1.')" dear wX"d. 

1 could not answer your quostj.on without se£J:.d.ng 
to admit that l1hich 1 1!UlS writing expressly to deJ\f, namely 
that i.t ,could be. founded on a.l\Yth1~ but Q miscQilception or 
the terms or the spirit of I:JY letter to t~r . Olad&tone. 

In reply to tho question which you put with reference to 
a passage in my letter of 5wldc:r';-, 1 can only' say that I haYe 
no private glOBS or favorite int"J'FutaUon .tor the Vatican 
1)ecrees. The acts of the Council ••• oonst.1tute the law 
which I recognize. 1 have not telt it rr/J' duty as a lqman to 
pursue the c~ents of the d1v1nes, still less to attempt to 
supureede t.hem oy- private j~cnt8 of rtq mrn. I am content 
to rest in ~bsolute reliance on.iOd'6 providence in Hia 
l overment. of tile Church. 

I. ren.a1n, c.y dear Lord, 
'fours ftlltht'Ully'86 

Acton 
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,the !rict.1on between Acton and eecl.eaiastical authority obvious in 

tbis lett.er was accentuated qy a Pastoral of It\.Dhop Ullathome wherein 

it was stat-ad that "any person . • • who adheres not with stead.t'aatnes8 

to the doBJ(latie decisions or the Popes ~nd the Councils is no longer a 

chUd of the Church, and ma no r~t to her sacraments or cooounion. tt81 

under sueb e1rcw:stnnces, it 18 easy to Sttnltiso t .lle effect of the 

folloltitw letter frall }iannii'll! to Ullat.bo~ upon the relatlonsh1p 

between that Bishop and Adon: 

I hope you Will care.ful.l.y e:xa:tino Lord Acton ' s letter and say 
what courso ouuhtto be taken.. lie hna been :in and sl~)ce the 
Council a coclspirator in the dark, and the ruin of Olndstone. 
His answers to me are obscure and evasive. I am waiting till 
atter SUnd.uy, and shall then send one lllOre final quesUon. 

need not rear thu outbreak tor cur ~pl.e. Some J:l,asks 
lVill be t.utetl of:!. to our greater unity. 68 

86 1'1gg1s and Ltlu.rence, Sal. Corr., 153. --
87 Times, N, 'v«aber 21., 1814, 9. 

66 
Leslie, ~ ~'J 232. 



In view or such expressions it is easy to recogniee the person 

811ning reters to in the follolfinr. remark cited in the Times. -
It bas CO!;lc to our knowledge that sot:e who openly refuse to 
believe tile said doctrines (InfallIbility and !J:IIr.aculat.e 

ncept10n) pernint nevortholess in eal.l.1ng them. .. elves 
Catholics, OO,j give out that they ';0 to OOnfeasion and Holy 
~union in the C;~tholic Church. ,~e thereforo hereb:r warn 
them that, in so doing tbctY doce1ve our clergy by concealing 
their unbelief, ard tn.."lt in evury such funte8s1on and Coe
l:lunion they cOllDit a sacrilege, to their cmn greater condem
nation • • • leet their words or t,he~ example should tleem to 
be tolerated by the Clltholie (burch.' 9 
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This GatlO at.tltudo is evident also in the following letter lta.nning 

wrote to lJllathorne on L~cecber 7, 1814. 

r have had Acton ' 8 second letter examined by the most com
petent pereon hore, and have along 11S refUtation. In ltV 
last letter to Acton I have asked h1t.1 whether his words, 
tThe acts of t.he Council 1 recognize as rq LIJ.W, I are equiva
lc."lt to ' I adhere to the doctrines which it defined. t 'flo 
answer as yet. I believe hila to be evading. I YiTOhe a 
tnird time to ask. ilore 1s his answer. Can! in conscience 
110lf him to receive sa~nts in London? His scandal was 

published thore. !:Ie has caused there the belief th6.t he docs 
not reeeive the retinitions of tho Church couneU. ! am also 
or that belie1'. And he will make neither reparation nor 
explanation. 90 

BUt loot aU this adverse criticim be thought tt>.e onl1'e1de of the 

picture of Acton 's dealings with ecclesiastics, lie quote now n"m a letter 

;teton wrote on ~cember 10. Acton writes, "Dr. Green ba8 written to.a 

local. paper to SIf'.I that 1 never, even virt.~, uttaeked tho CouncU. 

He 18 confessor and so has 3\lCe c~it1 to an assurance . .. 9l 

In still another letter, dated IlOcet2ber 16, 1874, Acton t>Xplair:ed 

hls pOuitlon as follows; 

69 'l'meo,. l:QVSbor 30, l61h, 2. 

90 Leslie, 2E!. ~., 232. 

91 Abbot uet, ~ Aoton ~ !!!.:! Circle., 363. 



hat I want people to understruld is th1s:-- Gladstone's apvea1 
cauld not be oet by de!¢ng that political consequences could 
be drawn troD the Council, or that. 8JV interpretation of that 
sort could be right or authentic. IfY ropl;r to him was that, 
as an En.disb stat~an, he exaggerated the pract1w daneer. 92 

103 

hile Acton· s judgp:.ent pro ved true eventually J two letters 8iJpearing 

1n tb ____ dun.ng thia oontroversy seemed to 6ubsta.;1tiate ::aadstone's 

fears. OneSllch letter Cn!le r a valpa.raiGO merchant who described 

conditions in Chile as foll..ows # 

If' ChUe ~a1ns tranquil and prosperous we are justified 
in concluding it TliU not be because of, but 1n spit.n of 
tho teaching and desires of its natlonal. Church [ the no~n 

,thol1cl A its disloyal priesthood, and Us Ultramontane 
subjects: "') 

Still another testimony witnessinG to the aciveroo political results 

of the V"dt1can Decrees )fas furnished by anl.e de Lavcleyo, who explained 

circumstances in Beln1um i n the followine: words: 
, ." /. / 

Lord Acton, tout en prouvant jusqu I a quaIs exces ont ete 
)JOrtes les doctrines Ultramonta1nes, oroit neanmoins qutlt 
n' en pent re".sulter actuelle:::cnt aucun danger . 

Perl!cttez~l de ~ntrer cor.loien 1e daniel' e-s"t r$el et grand, 
rappel.ant eerta~o faits e:::IPruntes a 1 t h1st.oire de IIlOn 

pays, la Belgique. 

Then de Lave1f1,Y8 goes OA to tell bow ~ Oturch conder:med t.he Con

t.itut.ion containing modern libert.ies, especially art-ides 145, 19v-193, 

226, thereb¥ cl.ineh . hisarguDloot, at least in his omt eyes. 95 

.:~ucb statements as that of the Ch1l.ean and tho eel.eian were weU 

answered by If. C. Robinaon, w110 wrote: 

92 ~ .. t )66. 

93 'l'imes, UoVO'llOer 23, 1674, 9. 

94 ~, December 14, 1814, 9. 

95 Ibid. 



I a>ntinually read journals havinl1 t.he good will ot the 
jels;1all Bishops, ana ! never found a sentence leadint; me to 

suppose that a:rry of t.0t; biab>.ps desired to make Belgium 
les9 of a land of liberty than it no.v 1s- a land where I, 
a ~"'atbolicj in cozon dth hundred o f ray Protestant £el.lotf
countrytllen find the freedom of my 01In dear country.'9 
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nut to return to ACt ¢(l'S peroontll probl.eo, we nov take up his reln-

tiona with Oishop UUathorn.a. In a letter dat.ed December 16, 1814, 

Acton answers OOltte of Ullathcrne's questions as f oU.Ol1S: 

10 you.r doubt whether I am a real or a prctoo.ded f',atholic 
! Il:.ust reply that believing all the Cat.holic Otureb bel1eves, 
and seeking to occupy my' life nth no studies that dQ not 
OOlp religion, 1 am, in spite o1~ sins and en'Ors, a true 
Cathol1c, and I protest that I have given you no foundation 
for your doubt.. If you speak or the CouncU 'because you 
supl!Oscd tm. t 1 have separated l\\Yself in any degree from too 
Uishops id'.ose 1'l"ieooship I enjoyed at be, wt-.o p:pposed the 

crees during the diScCu8sion, but accept thetl DOW that 1 t
is over, you bave ~tirel,y ndsappt'ehended til' po~Uion. I 
have yielded obedience to the At:.odtOlic .:onsUtution .hicb 

'bodied these decreelJ, and ! Mve not t r ansgressed" and 
cel"'tllinly do not consciously tran1lf;reS8 obligations i r:,posed 
under the sl.lprEDQ sanction ot the <llUrch. I do not bel14We 
tbat the.r~ is a. 'fiOrd in rq f>Ublic or privat.e letterv that 
contradicts allY doctrine of the Cowell, [ :] but~t there 10, 
it 1s not. 1ll¥ &leaning and I wieh to blot it out. 

Sucb an apology Acton rightly believed would convince UUnthorne of 

h.l.s sincerity an!! orthodoxy. f.ll1t.~cton also suspected correctly that, it 

would be another mat.ter to win Manning over. 't'h:Ul state of aft'airs 1$ 

h1nted at in the lettel" Acton wrote to Cladstore in Deembel' 1674. 

r have broUZht m:t bj.sbop to admit that I ar.t quite in order 
fl6 tar as the Vatican Council goes, that t HQ not breakins 
the obligations ot tb e Apostolic ~ti,tutlon. or i n CtUTin 
any anatbtDa J and 1 have tried to expl ain to b1a that rtI¥ 
attack is direoted els~re, am 'IIIOuld, in faot, 10S8 ita 
real effect it I were to contradict tho Vatlcan JJeerees. 
1 al'l not likel¥ to lJucceed 00 well with ~ann:i.ng, wt:o 'Will 
iroCabl,;r think that :the (bune11 cannot. i}raetie.al1.y be sus

tained i f my coursP, i8 allowed to be regular and 'rill require 

96 Ibid., Docember 24, 187h, 9. 

97 Leslie, O'j). cit. , 233 . --
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ething moro t.h:ul a mere~ negative CO:iforl:lity.98 

I t was tbla f ear of lJalming 's Via as tho Que l1ke~ to prevail in 

the end that lell Acton to conclude the letter with 

If I au 8XCOQ71UOi.cated- ! s hould rat.n~ :lay when I am - I 
shall not only be still more isolated. but. all I say i4'JU do, 
by bOWl in 8i>poaranca at l.east, hot.tUe, will lose all 
poRer of influencing the convi.ctio1ls o f con=on C~ tholics. ?9 

Tbilt Acton's est1r:un:e Gf t'arming's reactlGD was correct can be 

"there<{ treo the f ollow1ng not.e t'riY..l lI..a."ming to t:ll.athorne on JW.1Uary 2, 

1815t 

correspondence with Lord "cton 1.s not satbi actory. I did 
as you $llffgeoted ':11th the Blahop. Then I had a eoni'erence 
here with tour of rq priests. ..e Wlllll1mouslJr decided thatoo 
the case ou.~t to be Gent to RoI:le" and I am now doin2 so. 

About this tilae .Acton wrote to SimPson Mil version ot the pre-

carious relntions between ming and hittsel.t' . 

!annitxt in a letter 'dIich you w1ll. receive w1th. my com"onta 
enclosing it., says he must leave the thing in tho hands of 
tho Pope, as everybody tells bll:l 1 don ' t believe the Vatican 

>UnoU. He ~eatl&, it 8OfJt:lS to me, tbat. he 8itlply aaks f 

to excutttlunicnte lie - a thing rea~ al.1:108t without exatlpie, 
and incredible in the case 01' a man .00 bas not. attacked tho 
ColUlCll~ who declares that. ho h.,s not, and the /l)uncil is his 
In .. , though privat.e intel"pretatioJl.9 aro not., whose Dioccsan 101 

, aJ't.er inquiI7, PJ'QUoWlcod hill exempt fro~ all anathema. 

, ~1lether the letter referred to 18 the one in which llann1ng adconish

as Acton that he bas itS. ven FUblic acand4.l and therefore must. make a pub

lic retraction,102 1s not quite clear, but the i:eneral import of the 

98 
;Us and Laurence, Sol. ~., 14'/. 

99 Ibid., 1.41-lh8. -
100 Le~lle~ op. ~., 232. 

10l J . o. Snead-OlX, !!:! ~ ~ Cijrdinal \-'auchan, 2: 296. 

102 :uet., op. cit., )68. --
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letter sees to have been of toot nature. 

forOlll London and then .fron noaa \'fhere he was made a Cardinal., ~Ianning 

a~dretJ8ed three letters to Lord Acton whicb "ere [level" published. lO) But 

tho general effect of theet was to conYinee Actou that Me ex:~un1cation 

S Just. a matter of t 'l'bus We find hilil t earin~ the worse wben he 

writes to t.a<'\y Blenncrllasset.t on Apr:U 1), 187$ aD follows; 

It is 31mplJ' At the choice of autborit.ioo~ Pope, 0lrd1llal, 
lfisbop, or lir1eS't, when I am exco~un1cated. I cannot 
prevent., or even Geriouuly pol3tpone it, al though Nel'WWm' a 
(..'onditions l'Ould make it polJsible, techn1eal.:Q', to accept 
the Whole of the decrees. Dut i f th~ take t~hor steps, 
it can onl,;r be witb the object of pushing thlngs to a crisis, 

nd then thEV would take care GO t.o preparo their tests tr.a.t 
there lIOuld be no P98sible protection.. It can only be a 
question 0 f t1nte.104 

Ju~t wbat oort of tost Acton feared can only be conjectured. PosD1-

bly he believed that an flabout-faoe lJ 1n regard to bis views on pereocution 

would be exacted. Since Acton was convinced that the Inquisition wa~ TIm 

evil linked with too Papacy, be wwld on principle .feel forced to reject 

aO¥ 8um1soion that would entaU an acceptance and approval or that 

innt.itution. 

:t'ht.it such a. teet would be al.a.ming in the cx.tr to Acton is clear 

froL tho ideas he expressed on this topic 1n a letter of June 19, 1884: 

< nan ' s opinion of the papacy 18 rej,,~lated and determined by 
his opinion about rclig10UB assassination. • • • If be bonest.~ 
looks on it as an abot11nat1on, he can only aocopt the Primacy 
with a drawback, t;1th precaution, ouspic:i.on, rmd aversion £-or 
1ts .acta. IT he accepta the Prirlac;y Tdth confidence, a&liration, 
unconditional obedience, he uust have lIIBde t.erms with murder. . • • 
[~or] the Inquisition is pceul1arly t.he weapon and peculiarly' the 
:ork of tho Popes. . • • It is the principal tbin~ w1thwh1ch 

10) «Tho tate .Lord Acton, II ~. Review, 527. 

104 ?l.W!is a Laurence, Spl . ~!!>J 155. 



101 

the papacy is identified, and by wbich it muirt; be judged. lOS 

In unother letter Acton repeats tho 8' fear when he says of the 

Papal officers; They were not only wholeaa1e assassins, but they t::J'lde 

the vrinciple. of £Ul&<lasinat1on a law or the Ctr1.st1an Church and a 

condit.ion of salvat1on. 106 

S'..1rely sueh wriMngs testifY to the vehemence of .Acta!' s prejudices 

on this matter. t$ to the permanence of this sentiment, evidence is 

suppl1.cd from Acton's lissociatlt$ at. Cambridge. Th«y acknowledge that. it 

8 a collt'lQucritieiS!:l of Acton's professorship that. acton had the uIn

quisition on t.he brain. fil07 

I.either the facts of hlatory nor the opinions of friends could con

vince Acton of t.he error and injustice or his prejudice in this rep-ani. 

'bus when Dr. tIC1'lry Jackson protested Acton ' ~ verdict against rorromeo 

a.'ld asked, "BUt must we nol:. make Salle al101fanc~ for ttl frailty of the 

t1llle1Jl Acton rep11oo, "1 ~e no allo';IIiance [.or that sort of t.hing . 1I108 

Acton' s eorrespondooee with Crllightou shol1s the same obdurate in

siStence Oll his own PtU"60nal. interpretation of the a1.tuation.109 Acton 

writtn;{ to Creighton saya : 

:mat is hOt at all a question of opporttlnity or degree is 
OQl" d1 U erence about the Inqui8ition~ • •• Whether S1xtU8 

l.u inf8t'lOus or not. depends on ourviell' of persecution W'ld 

10$ Paul, op_ cit . , 299. Gooch in his article, 01.01'0 Act..:>n. 
APOstle of f..iberty" il30 speaks or this" betel/noire on p. 641. !:a,'id 
!>athew in Acton.: His }omatlve Years also has Ii relevant citation on 
p . l'18. -

106 ''iggiaand taureneo; .' Sel • .2?!:!. J 54-5S. 
1rtl ThurlSt on, >.tfho Late }A)rd Acton. Il )69. 
106 Paul, 2f!. ~it . , 83. 

109 ngg.i.s gnd l,.a.urenee, ~.~_ ilreedont, UX11. 



absolut.ism. ,a"ether he is re.'ljJOnaib1e or not. depends simply 
on tht ordinary evidence of history... Upon the$G two points 
we dif'fer widely; still more widel,y with regard to the 
prlnclpl.e by t1hich you Wldert.ake to judge men. • •• I can
not accept your canon that we are to judee 'Pope and r.,ing 
unlike other nen, uith a favored presumption that they did 
no wrong. If there 1s any j>reGUt'lptlon, it is the othel'1'lay'll 
a ealnst hol.ders of power, 1ncreaain6 ... 8 thP power increasen. 

~08 

The reply of 1~1ghton presents the !:!Ore unbiased view 01 this oar-

ticulal" catter, as cnn be noticed in the followillJ excerptl 

You judge the wbole questi.on of persecuf#ion more rigorously 
than I do. • • • tlo~/ada,y$ people are not agreed about what 
h"reay ls: thcv do not think it a menace to soc1ety~henoe 
they do not ask for its puni&.'1r.cnt ; but men who conscien
tiously thought heresy a CI"i:lo may be accused of an intellec
tual ~take, but not necessarily of a tIOnU Cl"1ne. lll 

'Jot only ennerhaasott challenged Acton 's 

-euow91u on persecution.. 1triting to him aRer nolling~r' s death, 

cV .,1GnnerDasaott indicates tte ;UljU~t1ce of Ac:t.onts views as folloYf8: 

5i, de cas yeux claire at adoucis Iml' l'expOrienca, II pouva1t 
vous lire aujourdlhui, U voua d.1.rait, chcr l.ord 1\cton, ce qu 'U 

'a d1t tant de fois au sort.ir dases diacuooions avec V.QUS et 
en parlant de youa: ' I:'ct esprit si superieur ne t1ent. pilS ass 

pt., de 18 difference des t=ps at de I'influence des J<dliewt. 
I I y a <i'autres crimes que de tue.r son prochain pour cause d'ortho
dox1e. Le mel'loongc, 1,. luxure, touto la list-e, sont tout aussi 
cantmire ~ Ifesprit de l'svar.gU.e.· 

~ 

~ious no pouYons poiS catherine de 1!edic1 noua mcprendre sur 1e • 
geJlS de ce ~me h'VUnf1lle quant a la rlf.1U"tltlon des ri.cheDGOS, 

I I I 1 at dana not.re s')cieto, qui. S~ dtt encore cilretlonne, (Os ilens 
" " ;' J J l'.1eurent de fe.1r;l a cote de nous. . La societe a 80s ex1Kcnces, 

omue 1a polittque, et nos coepro::-.is 80nt Gin;roliers . ll2 

In addition to the liJai.tations of A.cton's reasoninr.( that were noted 

by both 11gbtotl hnd Lady p.lennerha .. <faet.t, it (llso s apparent tbat 

110 Louise Creighton, ed., Lite and l.ett.er6 oj' . , ___ _ i,1hton, 
1: 311-312.. - -

111 ~d. , 374-31$. 

112 L. ,>ood:ttard, 
~nt 01' t be H1neteenth 

ee of Lord .'\.cton in the L1bera1 l!ove
,tur",I," Politica, 1939, 4: 262-263 . 
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/.cton i p;nored the possih1l1t7 of invincible ignora."lCC expla1ni.Jl3 papal. 

actiot'.8 of the jpst. lihUe thi.:i theo.r'J is liable to abuse, st.ill It 

fltlould not be entire~ overlooked as a £)Oss1b1e explanation tor tho calle 

in POint.llJ 

It r,ust be adi:;;itted, as Figgio says, trsat Acton applied a too rigid 

rule to hUl'o:l3ll nffairs and ausur::ed a knowledge beyond the ordinary perao."l's 

capacity. 114 What. 16 m.ore" I.cton t s fear that the Inquisition would prove 

his stuobling block to oul.u1aGion was entirely' unfounded. 

i';hUc l!anning had indeed le.ft Acton nth the iJapresaion of the im

t:1inenc'.1 of excoL'lmuo1c::ation" actualq he bad written to Ullathornc say1ng 

that "Tho less we deal with such Q.a.tters the better. EVen dwJt turna to 

dynal:dto" 1n this cuae. l15 

In the end, llanning accepted Acton ' a explanatlon and cousidered it 

as a satisfnctory thou:;h vague otate;.ent 01' orthodox.v.1l6 With !lanning's 

capitulation, ecclesiastical opposition and pressure i'or Acton's excom-

lnication died out, and Acton finl~hed his 11£e as a .ber of the 

Catholic Church in relative peace. A.3 a Elatter ot :tact, in the later 

y~ of his 11f e, Acton even reecl.ved a little oocleaiaotical !!.pe.t-on-

the-backlJ from Cardinal Vaughan. 

'ot only did this CP.r41ruU ask Acto."l as one 01 land ' 8 toraYi;Ost 

CilthoUcs to partid.pate 1n the dedication cereconies of \..est:tinster 

113 H. C. Lea, "Ethical. Values in H:1.story, II ~~!!~ If:!8~t()!~~ 
Revie.!, 1 

llL f i gvis and lAurence, HUtt . oJ t reedca, uxU. 

ll5 Leslie., op. cit., 233. --
116 J . ~t. Y., r'Renew or Bnl. Cerr. , 1'1 425. fiood-.ard, OPe ill. . 2$2. 
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r.ath~l,ll7 but he wrote tho following 1uudator.y letter to Acton on the 

occasion of his nomination as Begiua Proi'EBsor oi :bridgc University 

(1895): 

!y dear Lord .\cton, - I wan proposing to li.yself f.I. few dqs aco 
to v.riLc to coaeratulate you 011 Y1>ur oppointmcnt to the Regius 
Professorship of l ti.lJtory at Carr-bridge, but as uSllal hert) (itc:xe.e) 
a multiplicity of aftairs delays the execution 0 .1' t;ood intent.ions. 
fjut this mornint; 1 have received an article fro.., the Irish 
CQth>lic, which has s1cply infuriated Tae, and I wish w
congratUlate you on ,your ,appolnttaent, and to (jay bow 1 rejoice 
in your ncwd.na.t.ion to tho di.atinguiahod post, and holY confi-
dent I reel in your t,toodnoss and. f idelity to the Church. I 
know snu understand oomethin...; 0 1 the .wl'ul trials 'yOU :c.ust 
00'16 cone through in years put, ano I emmet but thank ~ 
that you are what ,[ believe ;you to be- faitbful a,'ld loyal 
to ~ and to Nie Church, though, perhaps, by TOur great earn
ing and knowl edge of the hwan in this same Church, tried be
yond all other men. '!ray accept, therefore, m:f attectionate 
conu"tulat1.ous .md greetin,{s , and be assured thlit you shall 

,va a ahare in ~ poor prayers ~hat you. tlay unflinehirlt;ly do 
God'u ttoric durin~ the career at ();mbrldge which is opening 
before you. 

SP.lleve me to 
Your 1'aithful. and devoted servant, 
lierbert Card1nal vawrhanllO 

ACton t D repl,y to "this gradoWl letter .f'ro& Cardinal Vaughan reveals 

ct.on's general reaction to tm strite of his polst. life and also serves 

as a fittint; close to this discussion 01' t _~ __ S oontroverq • 

. \.IJ:l1,ch, April )0, 1695 
MY ",ear Lord ;~1nal,-

__ as down wit.h congestion of th 
lungs wben I Nceived trol..' your ~nence tho kindest and 
most touching letter that it ros ever been :q ba~ fortune 
to possess. I . I were not. afr aid of beiDn pre-sunptuoWJ, I 

117 Snead- Cox, 09. cit., 300. aarry, o~. cit .,. 24. 
'rauton, "A '1reat Leader, .. ~thoUc 'world, 190"6'; m:ii .356. 

116 Ibid., 298-299. 
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lVOuld in revl,y assure you that. TOU have ju~ed tlO rlttbtly 
swell ao cost uTElclouaq and I beg that you mil believe 

in JiW s-lncere ~r<ltJ.turle for all you 88¥. I see ttlUt you 
bave returned to England, and I hope that my tbank£ul ack
nowledglltonts ot your encouragin~ ~ood wi.sbes wm reaCh 
you before you start on your hiot.oric expedition to Orleans. 
7 cambridge office is tull or interest and promising 
opportunities; but tho danger is that it 1s alt.iIost more a 
yla.tfom be.tore t.he country than a "CIlthedra8 with serious 
students under it. 

1.l9 Ibid. 

I X'tt.lain, 
Tour i!r.Iinl:}nce 's r:.ost falth..1Ul. 800 

obedient servant, 
Acton 119 

111 
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It 1.3 t~e noti to Qtake stockU of the eVidence pre300ted and render 

0. YeTdict on tM general character {li' Acton ts relations with the Catholic 

Olurch. The detailed atud;r of the three key events in whlch this rt'1&-

tionsbip lIloWlii'csted itself has been co.1lpleted. 1'here remain, however, 

SOJJe other po1tita that should be cous1dered before arriv1n& at the tinal 

This is true, since as l:."-"rI7 points out, PIt will always be iJII-

possible not to bring Acton I s OOt:le and achievements to the front 'When we 

diSCU36 the notables 01' catholic1:J1~ in wg.w.nj ince t.he I:lllancipation . .. 1 

,i6 alt.'O i."lS1stlS on Acton's il:.portance. holds that "Acton's 

r. fll1'le Ilay' &Stand higher 89 that. ot one who really prepared for the f ut.ure 

than that of many an 
er 

,p1re-buil~ like ell tthodes.·2 

Si.nce it is generally" recognized tba.t Acton's l1te-lfOrk was, in 

"act.. hicsclt, J and his greatetlt i n.f1uenco is likely to be in the endur

ing exUelple he provides,4 8<t:Jeth1n(l; oup,ht to be 8a1d about certain ohar-

acterist1cs that bave either been omitted or only touched l ightly'. 

Undoubtedly one of the most forceful tra1ts to be noted in Acton 

"as bhuntiring, powerful intelle\:t, " his truly ttbi.eh-voltagetl mind. $' 

1 111iam ~arr.y, ttLord Actont tu<\y, " [lUblin Rerldtt, 1910, 162 t 2. 

2 J. to . F'i~1s , Churches ~ ~ Vodern St.ate, 256 • 

.3 l arlin Burrell, .i3etwixt Heaven and Charing cross, 76. i<l'led.rich 
f!l'li;e1-Janosi, "Rcflections on Lord ActOtiil$ Ideas ot History,,11 catholic 
. .istorica1 ~eYI .. 1941 .. 27: 162. 

U ItLord Acton," AthenaeUt1, June 28, 1902, 618. 

5 Jzes P.l'7ce, "'the Letters of Lora Actou .. It nortb _____ ~ __ 
1904, 1761 710 . 



Almost extraVo'igant testimony eM be c1t~ 1.'1 thi.s reGard. l'Iitness t 

foll.oliing'l 

It may be doub1;.ed wbether any Englisman since Gibbon bore 
in his brain no rich and varied a. freight 01' learnifl(; • 
and carried his massy treasure with such easy stren~h, or 
d1stributad it ld. th a more diaintcrested eoneros1ty. 6 

11J 

Associates of jcton likewise te.st1.f',f to this s effect. CDnsider 

Professor Scdgftick'a retlark thnt. "No lIlatter how careJ:'u14 you had CIllS

tered your npec1a1subjc<.-t; or period, Acton was certain to know CIOre ... 7 

Tho fol.l.crning tribute of ~ disciple Of ~ton also reenforces t.his 

general inpre88ion 0 ... l\cton's zing .knotrledge. 

then Lord Ilcton 8ll3We1"S n 'lU6Bt.1on pu,t to hi,Q, I feel. 8:S if 
I were looking at. a pyraJlld. I.\lee tbe point of it clear 
and SharP'abut I see: also the vast subjacent l'.'laas or solid 
knolJledge. 

After hearing such eGtloatea, it80llDds alc:ost belittiru': -to bear 

Acton described as havint; orlO of the "richest o!" hu::an IUnda.·9 

'hat such knowledge and intellect had its draw-backs ACt-on learned 

by personal experience. Might he rot bAve been drawintl a solf-portra1t 

a5 well as describing Georg lot when be wrote the foll01lt:l.ng? 

She beClil:lle 1mp.'1tient ot cinda that could not keep pace with 
her 0.». and learnt during a portion 01· bel' 11.1'8 to reckon 
f;rejudic8a, fal.lacious reQ8on1nt~ , and wil.ful blindness 

the propert1.es of ortho~ . 10 

6 A • .IQttelton, "Letters 01.' Lord Acton to I.fal"'.l ..r.ladstone,· 
iiiceteenth Cetlt-ur"l ~ After, 1906, 60: 113 . 

1 Burrell, ~ ~. , 71. 

8 J; _8 ee, Studies in ~nte&o;lpor~ hiograph,r, 396 . 

9 John Pollock, IILard Acton at- (:alabridgo. " Independent FeVia, 
19Oh, 2 t J6J . 

10 J . J' . Figgin GIld R. V. Launnce. ad. , Historical .Essays end 
St.udies , 278. 
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t.!athG1Y hints at. ,mother liability \'Ill ren:.a.rks that ACton could 

see, und appeared t.o have required that ot~rs also, should see all the • 

prel21.s08 and co:telus1ons on a gi.ven SUhJect.11 !::>ucil a tendenQ,V only too 

eaa1ly ,;ave A.cton t ir 01' a "se1.f-6atisficd pontiff of lea.rn.1ng- that 

ao um raoos nave noted and reeented.12 

of defence, uatbsw points out that this iI:Ipression of 

nefence us typical of Victorian h1ntorl.cal writers o~ tbio period; and 

eton, qy reaoon of bilS baekp.round saPlT develo 

than t:.Oat . 1.3 

a wors(' ease of it 

In the follo'l'line quotation, tho ease o· ator t oll1nger is Dell 

de:lcribeci as an inatnnee of scllolar.linass be1n~ rejected because of the 

too .;real. diecrepanc'y between ttl .n and hlB cxmt.r porarles. rt appears 

thnt. Ac.ton ' s tlRt>te could be substitut.ed, and the quo-tat-ion would eoneti-

tuto a fairl.7 accurate explanation of Acton's conduct 49 well as that o£ 

-llingar's. 

"or can it be doubted that in quiet t1.t1es. and in thE" norr..al 
condition of tho Papacy, a V'.lew such as t..tw.t of Dr. tollineer 
wotlld hu •• been readily acquiesced in, wd that, his argt1.!;eut 
would hkve been gladly accept.ed as one addlt.ional. de£ensivG 
weapon to he laid up in the otorebo'olse · ot p..>l<s:tical theology 
as a. resene against possible fut.ure adversaries . L'Ut, in the 
actual conflict ot party which then existed, to t.he wounded 
sympathies ot the catholic a1nd the very doubt 111 which th18 
ar'Ju::ent. was founded and the pos51bUity aga1nltt which it was 
intended to provide, bore an appearance o£ weakneas, iI not 
ot disla,ta1ty; and 'by a not. unnatural. exaggeration ot t.he 
language of the Lecture, Pr. tnll~er was represented as 
outradrw. the all but UllCin1mous feeling of the ll1urcil, and 

II -·.vid ~athew, ~ licton: ~ Formative leare, 46. 

12 "Lord Acton's l etters, II illackwood's P):l1nburgb Review, 1913, 
19.3: S61 . 

13 . vat.hew, QQ. cit.., 107, 122. 
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lendiJlg the weight of his llat::lO to her liOrot enmies.14 

hen Acton t s intellectual prowess 1ta3 developed along historical 

lines he bee ill truth nan eager explorer ot the ideas t.hat bel to 

govern the rise and fall of states and a tJerupulous student of the aarch 

of fact, cirCUlDStance, and personalities in which such ideas 1fOrked th-'

selves through . illS tn ot.her words, /seton developed into a fimnster ot 

hig craft, ~6 (:,0 such an extent t.h..'l.t bo baa been described in the follow-

ing glowing terms. 

In eadem hiat.or,y he ;rol9 suprecc; in general ecclesi.,\uUcal 
history he had h~ a rival ••• 1n £letaPlVsic8 be liaS 
wi.dely read; i n theology he could have occupied a doetor's 
chair. 17 

frobably even more interesting than this general ag~ent as to 

Acton' B trer:encious grasp of bistorical. JilQt tel'S is the follOYling testi-

any o~ his ability to convey a like enthusl 

others . 

[.I\cton] 61'lOke liko a man :inapirod, sesaing as if, froo some 
:untain sutlllrl.t high in air, he saw beneath him the far 

winding put b ot hUl:la.'l pro..,~ss fron dim Ci.II.'Ioerian shores ot 
prehistoric shadow into tho ful.ler yet broken and fitful 
light of the n:odern tWas.. Tho eloquence was eplendid, but 
reatel' than t.he eloquence was the penet.rating viaionwh1ch 

disoerned through all events and in all ages the pl81 of 
those moraltorces, no .. en:ating, now deetroy1nih always 
tr<:Ulswut.ing, w111c.h bad coulded and l'emoulded inatituti-ons., 
and had idvon to the hUll8D spirit its ceaselessl1-ebRng1.na 

14 "Jlev!ews of The Clurch and the Churches; or the Papacy and t.h 
'rell>J.X)ral Po1fer by Dr.~, "tr.;--l)y ii. a. l!acCUbe, «I Dubl,in Review, 
186), 52: 1.t1). 

15 John l!orley, ,",oeollectlons, 1: 2.30. 

16 
Pollo.ck, M. Cit., 361-)62. 

17 hHeview of Letters of Lord Acton to . ary ::!laQstone, It Catholic 
~, 19Oit, 19: 8)5. - ---- - - . 



toms of enerK'(. It ~as as if the lfhole landscaPf! of history 
had been suddenly lit up by a burU't of SW'llight.l~ 
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The follolfing 'Word.s of Acton provides us with a va.luable clue as to 

the evaluation of his own character. 

It [ Sistotil is a t:IOst powerful ingredient in the formation 0 
cbsrnctcr and the trainin.<; of talent, and our historical judg
menta have as much to do with hopes for heaven ao public or 
private conauct.19 

It .'las one oS: his "lli8torical judgracmts" that imrolved Acton in nmch 

controversy. liis. Ita:u:.ost fanatical .tOrGhip for the abstract. idea of 

'Uberty' .20 was responsible . .for m.uch 01' the bont.i.lity Acton inspired .. 

ACoo;rd1ng.ly then ~ shall introduce at t.bia title a brief SWI'IIl,at7 ot 

Acton '$ ideas on liberty. lu~ton Dar"...ect the follo1r1ng six conditions au 

essential f or the insuring 01' Uberty: 

{I} that t..be govemlllent be constitutionally cheeked and ooptroUed, 
(2) that than be llideSph"Bod participation in general governm.ent, 
0) that there be 11 definite division of power, 
(4) that there be private property, 
(5) that there be no pressure frQJ;. wit.hout.. 
(6) that ~here be present different nat1ona1it1ea.2l 

EV'en IllOI'e pertinent to our considerat.i.::m is the following list of 

"hat Acton t UlO ene:n1.es ot 11 ($ . 

(1) confusion regaJ:'dinR t.he true nat.ure of l.1berty,. 
(2) ~ee8sive respect tor law, 
(3) political qu1etism of the ear~ Christ.ians, 
(h) failure of s1xteentll centUl.7 to carry on poUtical work 

ot the Ui.ddl-e Ages. 22 

16 

19 ~l Lecture, 
ge1.s aoo Li1\ll:'ellce, 8. 

20 "Lord Acton and t.h 

Le-ctures 2!! ~--- --

bl.ar, II Dublin __ .. __ 

21 

19: 6.0,3 . 
'ank E. Lally, -L1berty and lord Acton, 

22 ~. , S7S. 

t.Qry, edt ted by -
1901, 140: 2. 

U>lla'llOnwesl, 19..34, 
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Such vi-ews on Uberty prepare one for Act.onfs historical juditoent on 

th~ ?aPc-,\cy. croighton reports t his judgt,lent to Lea ~e t ollows: IIP.is 

[ 4,eton' ~ vl~. of the decline of the Papacy ir;l tbat it bcc~e untrlle to 

1ts ch!.e.f dUty ~cn it beCUllle antagoru.:;tic to Uberty.tt23 

It 19 the result of such a historieill. "mis-judt,:il.ent,'· even more than 

the error itself, that concerna us here. I cton SQ 8l)t.hc problem of his 

time the necessity ot reconciling t he practlc:aJ. ethics of unbelief and 

of beliel', of saving virtue Imd happiness when doWll4S and autnorities 

were in too process of deeay. 24 This is probably what led 1'':iggis to 

interpret Acton as f ollows: tlActon's whole t.endency 'WaS individualistic, 

and his inner respect for merE! authority apart. from imottledlle una .1udg

nt G8 doubtless r5~all. ,,25 

iihile there is truth to sacll a judgcent.. one must also keep :1.n 

tlind the f act that Acton adhered taitlU'ully to the principle ot provok

ing no direct conflict with autnority,26 and ~1a1ntalned t~ugh()ut his 

Gtomy career a respectful attitude toward authority.21 

argues that Acton lost. tJ."ue perspect.ive of events, because 

he lett ou.t. "tha historic variable which we call Time.o28 SUch an ex-

planation account s alISO 1'01" Act.on ' s extretne severity i n moral jud4~ent. -

a polnt. of criticiom 1."1"Gquently cited against. Acton.. 29 

23 Louise creighton, ed., Lif e end :te'tters of tlandell creightOll, 
It 317- 378. - - ,. -

24 "f'.eorge Eliot f sLife,« 28) . 
2~ 'iggis and Laurence, H1:Jtory ~ l<"J"eedOtl, nviii. 

26 Herbert Thurst.on, 'tThe lAte Lord Acton, It Catholic World, 1906, 
81u 362. 

27 Ibid., 3$9. 
28 ~' .. - 't 3 ,' ....... ", op.· ~ .. , • 

29 l!athew, Op e cit., 4. Herbert Butterfield, The ~hig Interpreta-
tion of HiStory, Ilb.- ---_ ...... _...;:... 
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Ev'Gt.'l thouzh such allowance be made, it 1s still true, a.s the wrUer 

for t.he Catholic •• odd ~, that uIn expression indignation against. 

individuals or associatioM in "the chUrch, his tone is otten regrettable, 

'ron t.he pOint. of view of intellectual honesty no less thQn from that 

of r £ll i.g10us propr.1ety. • •• He .. .as hardly capable 01' judglllji fairly 

t.he- a<:tions and policl...as o f t he POJl(>..8 .. n30 

Brinton too notes tr.at "RofY8Ver I1lueb he may tieek for objectivity 

or judgment ••• lie ~lUlOt but feel that in the end he 113 interpreting 

thing8 in terrae of bi.s own pel"$ooalit\V .tt31. It was true, as Darry points 

out, that Q'(he very lan",~~a he f ell into when certain topicS wp.re 

broached g llW proof by its extraordinarJ violence of the passion which 

,as apsett1riC the scales oJ: his jua..7.00flt.1'I32 

Anotoor factor t~t Illust. be kept in mind when judging Aoton 1& his 

slit~ht tendency to~ a pcroecut.1on complex.. 33 Such a thought was 

probciblyin ~el"'Jano81 I S 011ld ldlco he suggest.ed the follolr1ng note of 

Acton r.l1ght well be col1si.dered a 8e~f-port.rait. '!'b18 person was lJon his 

lia rd against evexy tradition • • • foUo'ltfinghis own calscienCG into 

isolation • . 6-34 

This saae note is obviouG :in t.he letter ActQn wrote to Dollinger 

about lB60: 

)0 uitevie'lf of tatters of Lord Acton to l:ary Ol",dstone, It r..e,tholic 
rld! 1904, 79s 8)6. - - - -

31 crane Brtnton, "Lord Acton's Philosop}'\y of n:tStory," Harvard 
.. :OOoloi"'ical Review, 1919, 121 69. 

32 nart'1, o~. cit., 13. --
33 '-athew, op. cit., 122. --
34 Friedrich ~el-Janoai, nRe f lections: on Lord Acton's Ideas 

of Hj.btOr,y, j1 177. 



one important handicap is ttr,I inferiority comple.l't which thrcntens 
to beCOOte worse. I found dur:lt)g all these yean can:r problems 
in Tlhicrh you OPjJOsed !.'lO, so th&t . l Ilsked 1'l'I16eli' whet.her or not 
there <X)uld be a fault in ttry manner of tbinkin""that I ovel'look 
lrportant facts which are necessary to judge lmtory aright. He 
who judges 'tq record3 from a nat-ional or confessional. Viewpoint 
will not be pleased with then. toven you, though you differ in 
this point l'rOOt tho rest, are CQ.nt1nually l1ndi~ fault either 
with the QetlDd or the result.J!' . 

. A letter written to CTuilthton on .1.prU 16, 1881 reveals t.hi.& S' 

11 

feelinl ~ 0 t ins~cur1ty. cton rcmaritlH IJIf I tried to work out. in detU11 

a.."ld to JustifY my theorY' of history, 1 should lo!;e all J:t¥' friendn~ so 

thet 1 no llnked to the pemJQbra. lf)6 

'3s1blJ" it. as such cir tanees that l.ed Gwynn to rE!1Ml"k that. 

I.ord Acton ' 8 career possC6Ged. the el.enents of a Greek tragedy .J7 Indeed 

there i8 much truth to such an est1ma.te.- It is easy enough toQ call Acton 

hyper-:seoslt1ve; atill tihat Butler said of &QWt".an mil~nt 'to a certain ex-

tent be applied to Acton too. 

It hns beCOl:C the faehio:l, l Butl..er r~rlc8.J to GpeAA of 'helL"-Clll 
as l\Yperoonsitiv8, a "soui'fre-do1C";J1". l' But ~en COW.lt 1s 
taken 0'1 the l};lture of t.he ptrslstent campaign carried on 

alnot bi& in Zngland and in Rome by ~ard, Talbot, '''offin, 
Herbert Vauehan, and fi'ith Ioanning 's nssent; bov; sucll charges 
as unorthodoll;y, WlSoundness, disloyalty, f'lOr1dliness, loWI~$s 
of viow, evil innuence, Oalllcanism '\'fer e t'i:-eoly' levelled agai11st 
hitl dur ine a period ot ten years and rore; aM further when 
it 18 r~hered that he knew quite lfeD. all tho t:iJ::lo all 
that WaB being spoken and .hisr~red againat h1m, so that. he 
felt the c1o-ud he waG under: lIben all this is taken into 
cons1deration, 1t will be recor,nized thol't to possess his soul 
in peace, and not to lIIincl , he QU3t .needs have been no~ I:!erely 
uncOCIlIOnly thick- skinned, but. even rhinoceroG- hided. 3 

35 L. 'hOodward, "The Placo 01 Lord Acton in the. Liberal l.OVA
, .. ent or the !d.netee."lth Century, " Politica, 19.39, lu 260. 

36 "riedr1ch Engcl- .Janooi, 'Thc COrrespondence betwoen !Pro /teton 
and i.l1Dhop Creighton," caabr1age iisturical Jo"rna.?-, 1940, 6 : J06. 

31 Aubrey Gwynn, S . J ., "Lord Act.on and the Popish Plot, It :Jtudies, 
1944, 3.3: a'7. 

36 cuthbert irut1er, The L1.fe • ot _ __ y 

1606-1889! 2% 312. - - - - -
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There 1s much truth to t'athewts observation that Quell of the sharp-

neSS of dispute in Acton call be traced to the general tenor 0 '::' Victorian 

scholarship and Acton's absence of social. contact with his disputants.39 

fut. aven Acton r.JJ:lself l',$i;&1.8 that "sInce our opinions are noto:t'ioul3q 

influenced in a hir,h degree by our passions cmd our character, it 

fo110118 that we Qrs mortil.ly responsible for our opinions also. R40 

It is ! or such reasons tl8 t even though one C3 all tho .11011'-

anees possible, ut111 one Root C<X.10 to the conclusion that acton is 

definitely not a trustworthy guide in ooclesiuti.cal hl.utory because of 

his prejudices. Accorrl1ns to the qualifications laid down for bistori-

cal critics, Acton 'WOuld be disqualified. In the review of -1'he I!e!orma-

- _____ __ • __ ___ ..-___ ... ~n::! Its Bf'rect:s by J. DOllinger, the -- --
ruleD f or historical crt tieis:a are f!i yen as follows: 

One 0 f the fundaoental principles of the phi108opb,y or 
history • • • is, to consider whether the evidence advanc(.>d 
in favor of any disputable statenent, be thr.. evidence of a 
friend or ot' an eDeGYi anr4 to rc&ard '&lith SlUlpicion, if not 
with absolute unbe.llet, the testimony of a niter who shall 
be proved to be a partkrn on tho tlB.tta- upon which his 
testimony is produced. 

For such reasons then, as well as tbe "frank recognition of the fact 

tbcat thore are 11!31ted to l1'hat history and the historian can do, 81.2 onl 

must acknowledge the unrel.iubllity of Acton the biatoria.n as t'Oi:&J'ds hie 

eV'~ul}tion oJ' (burch biDtory. 

39 OP. cit., 111-ll2. --
40 It()n l' ill J R bler, 1860, 2: 319. 

41 Publln Review, 1848, 25: 204. 

42 Eut~ern.eld, ~ ~., ll7. 
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Indeed .. 'arry has put the :otter well n he insists that "Indi v1-

duals eM never be suprecein the Church . • • • [ r:or] the pro.fessor's , 

cha.1.r is one thinS, the Chair of Peter is another, an.) resta on a 

di.fferent foundation . ,.h3 

.)11ch a verdict. sosa well sUbntantiated in the "confession" letter 

Acton te to 'nnerbassott, ~cbruary 1819 "herein he says t 

[ L'Y li.f~ in the s{'ory of man 111lo started in Ute believing 
hiI:ulelf a sincere "'atholie and a sincere liberal; who there
fore renounced everything in Cstibolic1sm wb1.&l was not 
CCXl.patible With Liberty, and aver.;th;1.ng in Politics which 

aJS notoompat1bla nth \.athol1a1ty. 

As Acton continues his self-analysis he provides US with the fo11ow-

revealing estimater 

To speak quite plainly, as this iG a contoD8ion, not a."l apolou, 
I carried fartner tb .. m otherB the Doctrinaire b.31ief in mere 
Llberol.iSlJl, 1dentil'.r1Il: it altogether wi:th morality, and hold
l.nt! tbe ethical standard and purpose to be supreme and sovereign. 

Tberefore I ~. ati,',on?, thoso who think: less or what is thEm of 
what ought to be, .ho sacrifice

4
the real to .too ideal, 1nture3t 

to duty, authority to ~ral1.ty . 5 

,18 it sentenc .... Y'1'_ • .,,..,:Qr mm.s up Acton l s stand on marv contro-

versial mattera. Lqcauso Acton 30 often thou;;ht leas ot wtnt mlS tr-u 

ot what oU/,ht to be, ho often ailed conspicuously' int.he t.act and abUl

t.y requisite far the various rolos be assumed. in public controversies.46 

In bis antagon18Q to mldebrMd1ne Infallibility and Te=poral. Pow"er, 

Acton lias upbo1ding the "ideal" of papal. autbor1t7 ot a apir1tW&l. nature 

43 Op. ~., 4-$. 

4h J. U. l'iggi3 and R. V. Laurence, Selected Corres.p<?ndence, $4. 

45 Ibid. 

b6 rr'¥, ~ ~., 14. cre~hton, o~ . ~., lJ Jh2. 
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in contrast to tho "realityU of a pnpal aut-horUy of a chief~ tG'llporaJ. 

nature. 

His tre nt of border-Une problems ~uring his journiUintic career 

u dictated tu Acton 's concept ot his dUt¥ t.o present sueb matters to 

the public, even it certain religiouo and political. interest.3 were to 

sUffer thereby. 

of Acton's oonfl.1cts with authodt7 lfe'l'e coone<! by his peculitir 

notions C)1l tho InqUisition and such moral Xii8ttcrs in tthich ca6es ·\cton 

felt. bound to sacrifice author1ty to morality. 

'this wluable self- portrait trI Acton might tte1l be supplemented by 

an analyeb of t.he poem, too stOr~r1ant IJ by Dro1llling~ A $jf:d lar1ty 

between the lead character of that ant "cton has boen augfl!estod 

1 t 47. severa mea . ~. enlOn explains the just.lce ot the COtlPtlrison as 

ro1l.ows: 

•• cton, in truth, 08$'1S like tlle ltcr~ar1an" in Brolll!11ng 's 
l'OeD, def'lant of time" c1rcums~s, O'Ceasion, with which 
things no prudent man tIlY tr1f'le. 

~t only the burden of the .molo }JOec bears out the appropriateness 

of the suggested colZ!PlU'ison, but also several parts provide interest!: 

rounds for judgmGnt . For excple, the .following lines describe Acton 

very .:ell as far as hia prodigious learning 18 eoncemed: 

'i'h:1s Mn dee1dod not to Live but Know. (Line 39) u< 
Did be not tlagn1f,y' the rUM, show clear 

Just what it aU szeant ,l,<,LUUU 105-1(6) 

47 "M>rd Acton" JI Atru:nae'UlU., June 28, 1902, il16 . Cacti Algernon, 
10 lii8tinguiahed (tladitOii1tiiis, II Quarterg Ucviellf, 1918, 229: 206. 

46 Ibid. 

49 Ceorg8 Herbert. Clarke, ed., 5elect 
lJ6 ft . III lines cited are frol'2 this 8Ollrco;r . 

,bert Drcnming, 
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cton t 9 over-idealistic: pursuit of learnin:: illdu.ced hill to assuc.o 

the scornful attitude t0i7urd the practical, 'IIOrk-a-day I:l8ttoJ's of 111'e as 

the i ollonng linen 1nt:1mate: 

on BUM a lifo as he resolved to live, 
.. Shen he had learned It, 

iva ttl !hen he had gathered aU books bad to 
Sooner he apurnod it. (l ines 65-68) 

Ie follOllinC description of the Ia-,- rian 11k, 

good ~ of Acrt.on's life. 

He ventured neck or tlot~ heaven' 8 success 
ound~ or eartb's £ailuJ'G:' .•• 

That 10" tlI6n seeks a little thine to do, 
it &nil does it: 

is bil"'h man. ',with a. eroot th:i..ng to pursue, 

e Dl:1rves 

kn0lJ8 it. (lines 109-110; 
113-116) 

we no" conclude our analys1 ,ft Acton, 

a 

be-

l1eve, tb.lt even the ttadvocatus diaboU" 1muld be COJ:.tPCUled to reco~n1.ze 

he lofty ideal whicb Acton pursued. It 1s also our conviction that even 

aftvice-poBtulatorfl would have to acknoWledge tbe 1.ndiscretion Acton 

'Often shmfcd 

the evidence SCI to i ndicate ttw.t Acton deserves general abaolu-

tion froa beretical c:bargea and even a 12easure of real adz:.dration; but 

it is hardly likely that. bo .til ever be canonized as a representative 

Ct.tholic 8cllOlAr. 
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cton' s works reveal the po1'IeX' of these writ1.ngu t;o 

creighton, .Louise, eLl. 
1.904. 2 vols . 

nee thnt Ber~ett f~rst eKPOrienced in 

e1ghton. London, 

terlal which tbis book provit.-les i n tJte rom of correspondence 
throws web ~bt on Acton ' lJ bias against tbe Papac,y and reliP.ioU8 
persecution. 
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Fie..,"'is, F. R., i.tlld R. V. La1lrence, eds . '~elect.ions froit the Col'l'Cspond
ence of the -first Lord Acton. London, 1§17. VO'l:-I-.---- ----..-

.hltl f irnt of wbat WBIl int(mdod to be a two- book set ei ves most of 
the ~portant correspondence between Acton dnd ~l~d8tono and 
The second which unfortunately nevor materialized 1mS to treat 

1nJ.y 0'£ .Acton ' s correspondence with rollulgor. headine ot these 
letters reenforces OIle's impressiono of Acton ' s attItudes 011 very 
vital. matters in his relations wit.h the Catbolic Church and is 
therefore vCr:! valuable 'for the topic. 

C'.asquet., Abbot, ed. u,rd Act.on and Ilis Circle. London and r.cw York, 
1906. ----

squat' 8 introouct,ion to this volune of lett.ers sets the case of 
Acton · s difficultieB over the .t«Ullbler in a new light. The on, 
hUndred and soventy eight lotters i:lcluded correct the bad ilapres
slon !!iven by the letters Herbert Paul had published earlier. 

O1bbons, James cardinal. A !l:etroepect of tiftT Yoars. naltit:Jorc and 
1.'0- York, 1916. Vol. -I. . - -

These reminiscences of the YOW1i"est IDIlObcr present at tho Vatican 
C',oU!lCU are intereetinfl: as l irst-hand aecounts of that C'Ii'ont. 

Text both ot tho '/atican L'loCl'ees and Acton's answers that provoked 
t.he controvl!!'rsy in tho '1'i:IleG. -

enrick, Archbishop. An Inside View ot the vatican Council . Ed. by 
Leonard Wool.aey' Bacon. 1iew York;-no"(Jate. 

,ntalons several anti-infalllbilll:.l" speeches and protcats, OIl 0ng 

t.hGa Sa:IC fran F1000p StrofJ~e.E' as well an .t"roIl: Kenrick . The 
ool.ectione from sueh pt!rsons (US ~thet' lttacinthe and the anti
infallibility league leaders shoWG tho sensational charact.er ot 
tho lfOrk $'1d tho injusticc this Prot~8tant editor did to Blsbop 
Kenrick in publl$h1ng such n work. 

altland, Frederick~. 
Ed. by {i. A. L . 

Uectod ~s !f !'rederlck !!:. L'aitland. 
- Ibridg~ll.. Vol. III . 

Reprint or a paper by ~a1Uand, which appeared originally in The 
,bridge Review, October 16, 1902. It consiste cbiet:b' in Q,

tribute to LOra Acton by" a sympathetic associate. 

'anning, Henry Edward. ~ ~ Story 2! t.he Vatican Council. 2nd ed. 
London, 1909. 

,utlQl' says ot this work that. it was inadequate to Qeet the ~ssive 
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and c1rC"lltIStantial writing3 on tho othLr sidG. Thus its chief valuo 
is in its presentation of U:mni.ng ls views. 

asterman, Lucy, ed. ~ f;ladotooo: Her Diaries _nil Letters. U(jQ' lork, 
1930. 

Diaries provide SOC'iC lnteresting hlltlan interest items re~ardiOti 
Acton's ,relations with the Gladstones, but not of W'\Y real. 
8i;;n1!1cance. 

'or1EU, Jobn Viscount. ftecollectiol'ls. York, 1917. 2. vols. 

Since !!orlEIT'~ 1"G:'.urks are often cited referring to Acton ' s style 
and such matters, this material ~'s usefUl in gettin~ a "roundod
out" picture 1'1'001 this associate of Acton 's later years. 

Paul, Herbert, ed. 
1904. 

_Le.;.t_t;..er~8 of Lor,j Acton to Ilary -=Glt.id8;;.;.......;..to..;;....n-.e. London, --------

IntroductOl7 mecoir use:ful. as .811 as the letters included in the 
vo1~-e. Chronologically a.rranged, the letters cover the span 
1879 to 1806. cre&to .a very definite impression of Ilcton t s dan~er
OUB Tm.'Y of expressing himoell' on matters of religious irJport. 

Quirinus. (1. J. von 
lA>ndon, lS70. 

lllrmer.) Letters troJ:;.t Rome on the CouncU. 
~------

eau8e ot the tact thnt I< cton 15sometimeB coJlsidered the aut.hor 
of thu Yl<)rk, ar.d because of tbe .t3ct that he did supply information 
£o~ it., the book is wart.h considering to get at Acton t 8 concept o~ 
the oYents and oeraoOOi-;CS 01' tho councU, oven though 1ndirectl,y. 

Ticknor, 
1909. 

ree. Life, ____ _ 
'01. II. 

Journals o~ ' ___ p ______ _ .;....---- .... :caton, 

few references <Are ntade to Acton an1 are interesting chierJ.y be
cause of the light they throw on the early career of Actou .. 

Von Kobell, Lou1ae. Conver:w.tlons of "'''' -- 111oRer. .L.mdon, 1892. 

In thl.s p.'rsonal rEminiscwcCf of a contenporary oj> both Acton and 
~er there Ii"'" stlGe bur:un-1nterest points brour:ht t.o li&ht on 

the relations ~tween the IUstor and pupil not found elselfhere. 
leo of interost 18 tollin:er's reaction to Papal. InfalJ.1.billt;r 

and his exc::oc=.unication. 
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'Sf!azina Articles 

ACton, Lord John E. "fl;noricsn DiarieS, n ~ort,n . R., 116(1921}, 727-742; ' 
917-9)4. 117(1922), 63-83. --

Alt.hough l ight IlS to trea-weot, these articles contain much tbat 
reveals the personal clw.:rac'ter or Aoton in his ro.aetlons to k'!c,1>rican 
scenes and personages. 

~edieval ~b1f3s G' 

(October 186) , 610-637. 
pes, 1I H & F Revi.<m, r;o . VI 

This Mghly laudatory r eview of LolliIl~er l s 'Work on th1stopie shows 
Acton as a crit.ic of thos e Q;.tbollcs 'Who S'flallow: lJls..'iends" about the 
Popes m.thout investie<ltion; yet he tloes:Ja eq~ gullible in 
swallowing wllinger " s documenta.r:v interpretation. 

11 - fm Liberty, fI 

65. ---
Series :9- 1860) , 

v1ding <w :1 t does one 01 the first publishod expressions of 
cton ' s viet'tS on 11he.rty, this review 1s very valuable; Paul sa1d 

of it : .. . ~\')r a catholic organ, however" the treat.me.nt o f Uill is, 
H not sympathetiC, at lea1;lt appreciat.ive and respectful . n 

(Letters ~ ~ Acton to i!.ary .iladstone, 31.) 

"The Pope and the fuwleU, If North !l!:. J!., 101 (1869), 127-135. 

is review o f .18nU8 "5 work, The Pope ~md the Council, reveals Actonts 
scooeeption 'Of t.he ll.l<e]Y resul.ts -of' fnpuT ti'l1li1li6U1ty. 11130 

obvious are his o13int.91"protat.iom; of finer dist i.'1ctions that 3OO1e
til1'.es L1USt be made in regard to SUM h1storiool probl e.rae aa the role 
of t.he I"a.tt~rs in the intervretntion o f Scripture. 

tl}'iovl eYf of Creig.~tonf$ ~1i5tory of Papa-q. VoJ.s . I, II' 
AcaaeiiW, U!I(1882) , 407 -L09. -

.is parti culG.r review of Creighton is not listed in Sbrnr' s BibllOt;
raphy. It oontaina some int-Ol"ost1ng ret1arks about Aeton I s estimafle 
of tfiis per iod (1)76-1464) . w.$ idea on tim Pirst ii'hig i s both 
intcrest iIlt:; and revealing 1n view or the t act th.'\t his allegiance 

3 M.vC!n $0 wholehe:lrtedly to 'that group. 

flfteview of l1arpcsfiel(Ps !Jarrative of t.he nivorce, It 

IX (1876) , 009-610 . - - -_ ..... 

ctan t s admir ation 0 
,Joe several pointn of 

A c t.on hil'lSel .£. 

.eury, 

f£lu'psfiel d is evident and enlightening. t here 
.partson possibl e be-tween kk.a.rl;:J:tield and 

• ___ • __ ' __ _ ~ n !:incteanth 

rus review of i¥he work of one oi Aoton ' s fav-orites 'is not only 
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interesting but also revealing, especially in the places .. 'here Acton 
gives his views on Idebunkirllt' in history. 

IlReviollS : three books on the Fopes," 
("JulY 1863), '28h-28!); 265-287; 287-289. --

0 . 5 -

While these reviews are good illustrations of ACt.on f s astounding 
knowledge and l!ia!ua1ntancewi ttl primar.f and unpublisbed oateria18, 
the reViO'lf2 in thE!IMelves iuid no significant notion either to the 
topic heine d1sc .... 16sed or A<lt<>n's attitude toward it. 

jects,o H _ ••• _- __ --, 

In Vie.. of the relations ex1:lting bet'lfeen Acton and llanning, this 
review is interes ting, especially since it so clearly Shows Acton 1 s 
unhappy talent f or saying something tr..te but :in such a barbed way 
as to inv1te resentment. 

lI /{evlew of P. Le~affe Renouf: 
'North !!!. &.' 51 (1870), 525- 562. 

he Ca~e ()f Pope Honorius, It 
-~--.-----

nevoals both Acton t 9 conviction that ijonorius was guilty of heresy 
and a l oo his unf avorable attitude tonard the Index. 

ttEoviaw of P. A. -arayon, Le 
Jesuites, It north Ar. R. , Sl{lS'IO) ,~' . --

meral des 

Intereat.~l as throwing Illora light on Acton -s stU, tude toy.ard the 
Jesuits . 

"Acton t 5 Inaugural Lecture, ~, June 12, 189 .... . 

As a. contwporary j ucitloent on " cten ts .apjX>int~nt to the Regl,ils 
fesf;Orship, this editorial is worthwhile. 

___ ___ , rios . 1-8( July 1862 - April 1864) , pnasir.l. 

'presenting a..s it does the h1€h-water Mrk of Acton ' s journalistie 
career, tllany a t' the articles and reViews included in this journal 
throw light on his views . 

nlord Acton t s First Lecture, n Spectat or, 7lJ (189$) , 814-81:> • 

.galn, as a eonte'-lporar'J reaotion i~ Acton ' s l ecture, this article 
has its value. The writer io generally speaking favorably impressed, 
s till beexpresm~s the f ear t hat Acton ' s l earning is likely to 
prove depresuiog rather th:m stimulating 1£ this lecturo 113 a aruliple 
of what i:. to be exPected in the t\tturc • 

• J "Lord .Acton- As a Teacher,'1 Athenaeum, 117(1902) , 31 7 

Interesting cant 
at cambridge. 

·rary reaction to Acton's- inflUence, especially 



12~ 

t! . , {I Lor d Aeton - In Oencr aJ., It A.,!-hf'.JlMU!J1, 117(1902), .32. 

t:-enoral remarks; on t he 'Whol e , . laudatory. 

Ur!X' . Qlildstone and t;h~ Vatican, Of 'ri mes, NQver.;oer 20, I B74. 

The Oeca-81oMl Correspondent lUles up the reactions to Gladstone's 
p<llUphiet o f the Os;:;ervatore Honano und lJoce della Ver i te. . }~bile 
t.he official HorJlanpaper) the OSGerva'!:,areTmlS litHu 'to fIttq , the 
Vo.CD is vehement and censures .i\ct.vn t s l e t ters bitterly. 

~, Fcbru~; 19, 1095. 

Repre!>e.'tin~ as it does the broad-1lilloed view of t.h/! ~1g1i5h public, 
t his editorial :reveals the 1r .. 'lUllcr in which nost N"lglismcn held 
Acton . A pui nt worthy of note is t.heir con8iderin~ birr! <is an "Un
representative Catholic. 1i 

North llritish RGviolf, October 1869, January 1870, April 1870, July 1870, 
- october 1870, January 1671, passim. . 

Since Acton '"If:as worlcin{; m~h l'iet.hercll in t bis vantu.ro, there a.re 
some ar t i cl es find reviewo that furnish interest.intt at'll.l 1¥01"'thwhile 
elants on hoth the conter,;porary ilce."1e and Acttil-i ' 3 views on matters. 

ttOur Ubrary i'able, " A,thenaeum, 104(18?6) , 8S. 

Another oont emporii.lJl'lJ r eaction to Ac..'ton ' 8 lnalll.;tlr al .[.ectux'e. 0018 
.eton ' s appnl"'~ltus of notes a ccxmpanyi.ng the lecture t1 full pllf, e 0 
"i1.Ilnute errata. " 

" J#.evil?\f o ~ 

it c 
cla' 

Lecture ~ the study £! __ ---''-' 

~.uaes, 1874; t:ovember - December; 1906~ October 30, .31-

(1896) , )". 

i ch the writer 
second t1me ! 

Letter s and a econpar\Y1.ng edit-ori al re.~rks provi de a valuable 
CCfltGlJpOrary reaction to Gl adstone's paaphlet and Acton t £> part in. 
the oont rove1:'SY . 
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Secondary Sources 

Books 

:br uzzi , A~oysius, 
a Coti.r.lentary. 

nat ius with 

soction discussing "Rul es t or thinkiI1Jt with the (burch" pro
incipl es for evaluating Acton ' s st.and on certain 

i"'arnes, H. S. ~oman, 1937. 

f ew relarcocca \:.0 Acton that help to estabU sh hill place amon 
the flisto:dcal writers o f his time . 

wning, hobert . 1IA (1rnxr:arian ' a ,' underal. : Shortl,y after "the lWvival 
of Learning in Eilrope .• 11 Sel~cted Poem.s or Robert :Crowning . !'Xi. , 
lVi th introduction and notes , ~eorge Fferbei?£ clarke . (',aubridge, 
19~'l t 1)6-1hO. 

Interesting reading as ~ of Acton ' s li fe- a comparison 
sUlmested by 3<~voral writers . 

er~-l\Cton, Loro Acton (18J4;"1902), tt St,udies 
ork Gua Lond()n, l903. 

Cont.a1ns 
otou. 

int.erestiMti persOtlal reflections 0 .1 the writer on 
.• ewl'll~t panegyric in t one. 

Burrell, r an ine "Lord Acton. '" 
~oronto, 1920 . 

____ -_-_-,_- rle-a-.ren and Chnr:i.n{;; cross. 

ovi de 
literary a1 

1ntOl"(!8tin~ slant on A'etQu .. 
i'i eance. 

point of view ot emline 

ry, J . a . Jliatory ~ the Papacy i n th! Ulneteen~b Centtg' (1864-1678) 
'1ft tb a J!emoil' 'by H.. i:l. };urray . Lonaon , 1930. 

or interest because of tlmcontr ast between the t wo prof essor s that 
is iJoin't<ed out by Yurray . 

t Ier , Cut hbert, O. S. D. 
1889). 2 vola . ~ 

'he 1i1'e a.OO Tines o f Bishop Ul1athorne (18 
York;-l'92u. - - . -

.ut.1(~r provides real i nsight into the EnSlish r.atholiclsSl of t.he 
period in this biograpny. ' His remark~ on the Rambler eontrover~ 
rovlde a definite contribution to t his aspect o f Act on ' s career . 

C.olls.er'Jativc quality of his -writing is a deliy,httul contrast to 
the uaual vehemence that aceor:rpanies 'the discussions ot thil' topic. 

he Vatictm Council - 'l1w story Told t ro.'lI Inside in Bishop 
UUathorneG' Letters. ' :r:oridon aiid"1iow '2·or~9w.- rvora.-
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c. S. PhillilJ$ aptly tel"ma this work the best account in English. 
I'''''ritten by Q distinguished Mman CathoUc scholar, this book is 
,>corked by great fairness and ~..oderation bot b 0 r view and statement , 
.and is based on a careful study of thesourc-ea. It is thus a vnlu
able correcti'lM of tho accounts given in most AnRlican and Pro'tes-

It writers, who have r elied too rAuch on the "ex p01 .. "'1>o· \Tc rSioH of 
such anti-in.i"alllbilists as Quiri.."1us, Pooponio Le,to and Friedrich. " 
(The Church in Fl'ance: lBhB- l907, note on 135-136.) :JaS an 
xcel lent anr"iOtatad bibl1o.~raPhy in the introduction. 

\'bltterficlti. Herbert . ~ ,>ihig Interpretat.ion of Histoxy. London, 1931-

Anoxcellent analysis of the rihig ideas al'ld ideals o f History I 
especially as regards Acton ' s personification of these ideas and 
i deals-both .rul '1:,0 tho strong and weak points of f..he theory. 

Qltholic E;ncyclopedi.a. An I ntornatio!1al .. or k o f Reference on the Con
st.ftution~ I'.IOctrine , Discipline and History o f the Catholic Church. 
Itew York, 1907- 1922.. 17 vola. 

Entrlo$ on 
useful t or 

__ ,.,- _ _ _ __ cila and Papal 
Intall:1bili t l · _"'_ ,riH O - - -

nood general sumc.ary of the contemporary reaotion to the Vatican 
uncil, especiall1 as re~ards Dollinger ' ~ role therein. 

Corrigan, fra.ymond, S. J . The Church and the liineteenth t':entury . (Scieru::e 
and CUlture Serios. )""IIilwaUk'ce;-!9W- - . --

'hUe actual ref erence to t'.cton :i.s mali, still the background 0 '" 

the period provided in t h.is book is very wort.hwhile. 

Part Il 

Publication of documents belotli'.ing to privut,e persoos so that t 
could be available .for .i-ilblic re1' erence. Acton I.tss iat'ed in this 
task, t~hlch aust certainly have been a most conSlenial one fOl' 

.. gis, J. N. IIActon. It 
StephEn and S. Lee. 

;lJ.ographical sketch 10 r;ood S-utlL Sr,y o f t 
,}Qod f or short, aver- all pic'ture of Acton ' 
expected from: this Biography • 

• by L • 
1912. 

view Pi.gg18 had an J\cton . 
career as 1s to be 

• urCl:lelJ in the lrodern 'state. 2nd ed. l';ew York and London, 

Chief value is the additional evaluation l:' i~!,is give s of Acton in 
the scat.tered ret'erences t hat are made t.o biln during tho course of 
the work . 
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rit~f,;crald, Perey. ~'i~ ~ :>f Cnt ll?lic Lifa ami !:,ocial J'!ogresa under 
Car dinals " i ne;...,an, Mmll'li~r" Vaugn;-'lI1, nriJMewau n.i.Uilita Accouni or
t~§YiO'isPerSOnap~s" li.;rontlJ, ~ tl(Jv'(j.~e:f\t'S'a'~ Uie Bra. 
Londori,19Q1. 2 voln . 

The title is far c ore ambitious tban the work itse1.f. The chapter 
numbers are eon!used. i 'be mat tel' is not t r eated in a scholarly 
but ratne r in a popular canner. $till it i s 01' interest as coo
t er.-.pore.r,{ evidence on Engli;:Jo C,atholic5 of Aeton I s day. 

~tZQaurlce, Edmond. 1815-1891 ) . London,i'lOC.. ~vo15. 

vides $Of:ie interes tinf{ asideo froo Act<:.'f\ ' a step-father on 
Acturt ' spol'souali ty. Ent"r1es in index arc tUsleading" r OT several 
ra.ferring to '-'Johnnyll are cons idered as tle-a.n1I\j1 Acton, 'Idlerells 
they reall y refer t.o John lo.uBPell . 

~-'OOcb, o. P. Annals of 20litic.<; and ttlrc (1492-1899J . - ridge, 1901. 

ork was written by Acton . Also the idea and 
om o!" t he lrork was sugge s ted and a pp.rovod by Lord Acton. After 

list ing the date with (1 brief des-cription i n t he center of the 
ge , Gooch gi ,res t.he PolItical events of that year on the le.ft 

hand vane and the CUltural events on the rlght- l-.a:nd side. 

History nud Hi.:storians in the Nineteenth Cent ury. 2nd ed. 
,,'lew fOnt, 1915. -- - . - --

Contains 8X4lcllent sl.lL'<..aries or tho chief o f Acton ' S publis bed 
works. 1:.3 n f Ol'1'l1(';r pupil, OOom it) i nclined t.o be pr e j udiced i 
Acton ' s favor . 

s t udies in llodern Hl nt ol'"J . Itldon ;.:no New York, 1931 . 

,.ta1os 11 brief aketcll of Acton, especially concerned nth his 
stay at Cambridge. 

Orant- nlf f , Sir llountstu8.r't. uut of the Past - Sons Biographical Essf./Ys . 
London, 1903. 2 volu. - - - - - • 

Val"J lie-Pt diGCU3Si.on 0 / Acton tq a personal i"ricnd that does r ive 
some hutna.n- i."'ltereGt details. 

Hcndr-ick, Burton J . Lif e 0 Vol. I . New lark, 1932 . 

Gives t bo de't,ails of Gw'ne? i e I 3 purt.:hase o f Acton l-s library • 

• lanus . (I . J . von Ikllllnger) 't he Pope ~ the C4uncil. Boston, 1810 . 

This work presents the popularized opposition to Papal Infallibility. 
here 1.3 1'.31 inte:resti.ng ref erence to polter and its tendenc:y to 

corrupt t<hat recalls Act ozl ' s axion on this mat.t ar. 

John60n, R. B. ftlmDUtJ Reviews - s el ected and Edited with Introductory 
otes . LondOn, I9lL. --
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only refer ul}ce is III l"e"-lQrk about the !'!ollle a."1d ~Qre1gn l?eview .fhich 
:tierves eo brin£? out too Prot.esta.nt vievtpOi~tol'tard that periodicnl . 

Uy, 7. £ . s Lord Acton says. 
--~--

,,,e>' rt, Mode I sland, 1942. 

Tbis r~cent popular stUttf of Acton has benn ratber woll- desoribed 
>y ~el-JanoGi ao 00 lIovera1mpll.£ierl picture of Lord 
,1hile ~ read1nt! and inter.cliitin.~ ill t.he analys 
t.nJugbt on liberty, otill Lally clio not conDult any u.npnbllsbed 
material. (tlSome Hotes on Lard Acton Suggested ~ a ~.ecent. rlOok~ 11 

tho JUst. R. , .1943, 29: 357 .. ) ---
LcsUo" tihane . ~enry F.A:ward \ft.\OO1116 ... His Life and Labours. 

~ I __ .-...... ___ _ . . , ."" London, 1921. 

Jl I e-a references of value are Jr03de to r olations betwcen lUlrlninf;; and 
Actoll, especially th.e letters ' cited between the two at the time or 
the Vatican Council .• 

"!>'SW 

i dered one of tt~ Dcst treatnonts or this t opic. fist inction 
between rotl(iXive and WU'etlexive windt; ... 00 their r espective diffi
culties with !ufall1b1.lit.;r gives n very wort/'mbile oo1llt 101' 

aDpreciating Actoo' s difficulties in this regard . 

. _ atoo\'f, i}lv1d. Acto •• , nOon, 19h6 • - ' 
A ''''ustu book for any study of Acton . Although tJathew' covers only 

f irst thirty years of Act~m ' s life, ha oortainly provides the 
key to the true appre¢iatlon nnd OV:<llU4t i on of Acton ' s l ater life 
"00 works. 

'orlEtT, John. The Life of ,., ! ... ''''lU 

one.. N-" ~ork~:z.r. 
• .3 vola . 111 

Olf, 

Scattered rof erenees to J\ctOJl add some deta113 to thc s-tol"Y ot 
e"'...on Js rel.ations wtth Gladstone. Partict1lal-ly intoresting a re the 

lettera tlJat roveal .ActM I a advance lalowl edge of the publication of' 
the pamphlet Oll tho Vatil.".8l1 De:<"'ree3 by nl.adstone. In correspon<ienc 
about RobQrt Elsmere, Acton also reveals some new facets 01' bis 
ideas on Uberal:i:sm. 

ropu~r 'treatlnmt, reasonabl.l" well- auttlellticat ed. 
its general presentation of the reign of ?ius IX. 

<tieln A etan. 

rth'fthlle in 
es not 

en, Conde n. What is LiberaUmn. ~lished and ftda pted. f"ro::t th .. 
Sp.'lnish o r or~n""1cl:ix !lara y ~)alvany . St. {.ouis, 1899. 
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Pol e:nical ~'lOrk that. has definite t.raees of the charged at.~osphere 
of the times. 

1'900 5, Reuben. $o.oe Lios and liJ"rOrs of Hi story. 4t.h ed. Notre Dal::le , 
lndlena, 189'):-- -- -- -

Populi'll' treat ment 0 · > the subjects <li5CUB5ed,. one of these that 
con cerns, Acton is the t1a8Ik'l.cre o f St . ~~rtholollt~ . In this ~ork, 
Parsons def:l.atetJ Aot;;.n ' s charges .against the Popes in r&~ard to 
t his event. 

end eel. Vol. VI . N Yor k and 

Sur pris.ing credulity 1s shown i n Parsons f use of a source that 
p l QCOU ~llingerls defection exclusively on the !Shoulders or Acton,. 

'Paul, Herbert flo 
1901 . 

' old . 'l'h~ ~ of Wi l Jj am ~ Cl adstone. London, 

Only ono referenco t o Acton. I his 1'«>rk provides £urt~r evidence 
ot Paul'$ lllabillt.y t o apprecia.te the posaibUities o f various 
interpretations of the decree o f 1ni'alllbility, other than the 
ex:trene viCtl1 upheld by the Ol trruaontanes . 

(~lblished f or the 
lurch 

Several sections help in Ulldersta oding Acton ' s appraisals ot cert.a;in 
affairs and ~rsona:ges of his time. 

Purcell, l):!raund Sheridan . Life of C.nrdi.nal Uanlling, Archbis hop or ~est-
minster . Net' York,. 13~ 2\-018. . - -

Scatt-ered references to Acton bear out t ile ant1patt\y that existed 
between the tw. It has boon Auld of t his 'book that in it Puroell 
perfomed an lexeclltwn ' in the £Ullemt sense of' '"he we>rd . I t is 
the-refore interesting to know that Acton, despite bis dislike for 

nnninr. told tllr..dstone that PurcBll .as a J shiyty, untrustwortl\Y 
individual' when the Pr:im.e l!irdster had asked A(.'to-n ' S o.pinion of 
t he biot:rapby ot Uanning. (I:aud 1.qttelton, "kfr . Olil.dstonets F:riend
ship n t h Lord Acton, II Lippincott' s !itit;.;azine, 190L, 11u 612.) 

Li1:l t s tb 'oks suggested 'tYy Acton and then f ollows it up wi til his 
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own list of t he hundred beat books . The ori~i.n8l COOlJ' -entl> of f'eton, 
excepting th.e Jiul'pol3e of t he list~ arc ottitted in t.his a ccount . 

Snead- Cox., J . I. .. '101 . II. wndon, '10", 

The r elntions betl'/oell Vnul~han lIDJ Acton are given briefly i n t his 
account . '?he letters QtC'hM g ed on the 00 casiotl of Acton ' $ apllOint
~ent to the Re{!ius Professorship are wortl\Y of note. 

'aQCS \'I . ! !!lata!".! of 1listorieal ___ . _____ ., Vol. It. f!ev: York, 

tea Acton l'requently in this second volut:lle. Mdently entertains 
il hivll opinion of hm,. 

_ --.:! of Hcligion in ______ _ Chicago, 1 

Usei'ul in proVidi ne modem opinion on this Itbug- bear" o f Acton, Wld 
thereby revealinK the unreliability o f his pronounet..~ents on t bis 
topi c . 

Thurston, Herbert., :" . J . 
London, 19JO. 

no . - :r 

Onl;y t-oo pasaillg remark ... worthy ot note, but still 'Worthwhile be
cauae of the very fact ti),,').t 1:>c1us100 in such 11 viOrk o f anti-Papal 
s entill'<ent ind1c<'l tes the impression Acton left on Father Thorston, 
the writ er of Acton ' s sketch in t.he Catholic Encyclopedia. 

osition. Vol. lI t Insurrec-
19)1. 

Intereet.ing a ppraisal of t he nilleteenth and early twentiet h cent ury 
one 1nt~tely connected 'irl.t lJ tba leaders in the Catholio de

velop;ont of the Enf-l~ of that time. Sor.:e {)lentioo 1$ made of 
Acton, i ndicating his r ole or oP.I"ol1ent to w. o. ward. 

card, Mrs. pbl'ey. A Writer 's l1ecollections. Vol. I . r:ew'fork, 1918. 

refer ences to peraonal contacts with Acton . 
aM co on hoYl to see nooe a"hi also mimes the 
Duchesne to. Lord .ActO! 

rd, M l.t'rid. The Lit'e of John Hen."",Y u _ ~_ 
~ Jouiiii15 and"""'totteiflO~ce. JI 

tells of Acton ' s 
parison of ~u 

Thero are many references made to the r el ations bet'fleen Acton and, 
ne~tU\ that tilrOW Inuch valuabl e light on th1$ topies . 

t.Oll~=~ 'Di'm" U f e and T"'-uun , 1 u;:1u - - ~3 of . - ....,.---.--- Jrd act. Vol. II. 

In a chapter ootitled fl o>nverts and Ol d Ctltholics, 
atel''illl that help~ to. understand r .. ore clearly W10 

tho slAPfrassion o f the FtHUlblar . 

t hare is much 
an'a r ole in 
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ren Personal Studies: A. J . !-'al tour , J . 'I' . Delane, R. B. 
~~thor'l"; Sir J . KiiOwles;-1lamy S1dgwick, Lord lqtton, Father 1 . 

der, Sir U. B. (":rant-Pus'!" Leo nIl, Cardinal :Visl!~, Jo}:!.n 
'~ry !Jemaa. ... , cardinals hewean and t:3r.n1ng. Londorl, 1 

career. 

in- pictures ot' Acton ' tJ contemporaries are worthwhile in c1e''''·
be mst:tY questions too t arise in OM' ;' mind about t 

er ' aoc personality of the inoivldual3 that figure in Acton I s 

t"a.~adne Articles 

i\1P.emon, Oecil . " 'l"wo Dis tinguished Gladstonlans, !J Quarterly Hevia .. , 
) , . 205- 221. -----

Ituchmuty, Ja.meJ; J . "ACton t s Election as nn Iduh 
End. Hiat.:. R._ 61(1946), J91t-h05 .. 

:ber of Par lioment .• n 

Provides detailed information about ft cton ' s politiCal career. 

rry, n m.lH ULorci Acton : a s tudy, " l)lblln !h, 162 (1916),. 1-211. 

reb. 

"Lord Acton' 8 l' __ , ___ _ okman, ) 9(1911), 
250;:.;2:)2 • 

ry ' l$ remarks are uae1'ul in arrlv~ at a true 
uC!!-~ent or AC"'..on. A good s uggesUon 18 made regarding the r eading 
f these lectures- that one read them with carl;rleta work at hand. 

~ .... rre11J Jl1lgusUne. flLord Acton ' s Lett.ers," Oontemp. 0.5(l904}, 117) - 477 . 

Bl 

{'he hi ghly laudatory tone o f this revie-.. can be gl eaned £roo it.s 
closing line llhore Birrell Gl1{§gests that. "There mir;bt well be eome 
soler:m household rite to celebrate the placIDI! of such a book in 
tho librar,y. li 

lernassett, W. L. 
169-186. 

A cons idered j1 

"ACton, 1834-1902, It w blin !:!.' 

cnt on Acton, even though 

'l~4 (1934) , 

that l a.u<iatory in 



part.s. "l'h:row$ oooe lig,ht on t ho d.eli cate question of Acton t s 
sU14)()sed OXCO!lf.;;uxlicati on. 

l'ton, a."ana. " Lord ActQH 1 e .?bil osopby' of Hist.ory, II r!arv. Theal. ri . , 
12(1919), 84-112. - -

31 

The t itle is i ndicativa o f the contoo't, which is usef ul in studying 
cton f rotli that very m por Mnt a!1g1e. 

Eqce, James . "The tate Lor d Adon , " Na Li01!, 75 (1902), 28-30. 

Int eresting, personal t ribute of a fri end at t he death of Acton. 

tiTtle Lett er ,s of Lord Acton, fI "Iio . ~. !S" 118(1904) , 6S'G- 71u. 

yee's porso.'laJ. contact .oakes t he con':'.ents and asides t hat he ma1<es 
'hen. reviewing Acton's letters to hlary Gladstone, il1tere$ti.rl{~ and 

useful in understanding t he personality of' Acton. 

Coulton, G. O. "lJi s Wk 
460. 

scription to Acton?n Eng. ~!!.' 46 {l9Jl ), 

"' t 

~ ""p$on wrote "Prote: t t heory of PersecJti on . 

• l;atkin. Politico of Aeton,~ aib~ert J . , 45(1946), 21-30. 

'on. intel';eat1ng analysis of the 't opic indicated tw t itle • 

,... 
• 

ry much Olnveys the confusion caused 
,11011 c r eacti';llto Uladstone f S p&;\phlet.. 

d t~ P-... pa~, J) QU3,rterly It. , 172 (1691) , 33- 64 . 

Good general skoteb of Dollinger's r elations. Distinction made 
between Dollinger and Ho\'Jtlall intere.st1na . 

Drew, t!nry.. tiActon and Gladstone, It Cnnstruct1ve Q. , 6 (1918 ), 226-2U$. 

hi 

, D. U. uLiberty and Lord Aoton, {t .-r ___ ~n __ ___ ___ • 

This lett er written to the editor in praise ot Lally's articles 
on Acton is intorestinll as a cont.CIIlpOra:ry r eaction to Acton. 

'cl-Janos1, ~iedrich ( Frcderic) . fi ':'he Col"Tespondence between Lord 
eton and B1sr..ap CI"eir.hton,n ~. ~ .. J. , VI (1940), 301-322. 

1'hi.a paper which hi ehligbts the new infomation uneartbed in th 
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],etters recent1yaddedto t he rJllllbr idge university Library is oone 
ill a s.c.l1olarly mannel' and proaents ::lueh, war t bwhi1e i nformation 
about Acton from t his new sour ce . 

flRef l eotions on Lord Acton ' 
H. , 2(~(1941 ), 166-185 • 

of History, U ~ ~. 

... 'bis paper read at t.he twenty- first meetinl$ of the l.merican (';)tholic 
HiS t.odcal /ls sociation orl Decomber27, 1940 provides a t r uly 
~chola.l'J,y estimute of Acton . It is 'R"cll do c~cnted and oakes fre
quent ref erence to t:"SS noteD &nd .other J"atetial !lot availabl 
the or dioa.ry r esearch stude.')t doing 'WOr k on Acton . 

"$0010 NotoB oil wrd Acton SUR5cuted by II Recent Hook It 

{l s Lor d Acton 5Ily"s) , Cat.h . d!lt . R., 29 (194.3) , )57-361. 

An oaro-.o t.<tt ed tmal ysis of Lally ' !) >'IO:r k . In addition, Enge1- ,Jan 
i ncreases one ' s kno'«ledge o f f~cton by his f r equent citati.on 0 ... 

unpublisht!d mat ter. P.e questions Acton f 3' r1gid aCt.."Ul"acy . 

'. a ry 
nevi$\'i o f Lord Act.on ' 6 Letters to 

}, ;'3- 56. 

No paxtlculnr value, outside t hr ordina~J us 

. , J . H. f~Rev1ew of it!l acti ons r rom tM Corre s pondence 0 1 t he nrst 
Lord Act on , fl NAcriC<J, 16 {I 911ff; m. - ---' 

of Lectures on llodcrn Hil'Jtol"',f, ft ;\s.,,~x . ~. !:,., X 

Frail this vantage poi nt o f university prof essor of his t",or.r, ~ Qrd 

Judges Acton ' s lectures on Modern History. I n general be steers a 
ddle course between excesaiv~ 1}r a1;;;e and dQWIU'i srht condemnation. 

··i~d.er, Herbert A. L. uAdon ' s itl.stor l cal 
(1911), 166-190. 

Y~othin!! unu6ual, but good gener al analYsi s. 

diner, S~uel R. "R.evieD of Adm ' ~ l..ect ur e oU ~ H ull, of F..isto' 
Engl . Rist . !!!., XI (1896), 121-12J 

·i nary . 

:ladstone, b. E. uiti.tualism and ltitual," Contesap. , L"{'IV (1874) t 67L. 

Arti cl e cont ains t be gei'm. of t ho l ater 
'A.in9t ~h& Votiann l:Jecree8 . 

Coach, G. P. 
(1947 ) .. 

~eton: Apostle of Libel't'J J 

- 6"'2. 

phlet o·f nl adst;ono 

----..;:;.. Affair~, 
Intere~tina article au Aetoo ' $ favorite topic . 
fomer Pl1g11 of Acton i s s till obvi olL'3. . 

,t husiaan of this 
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.lrant- LlUfC, U. E. tlThe I..at,e Lord Acton, If §pecta:tor, 69 (1902), 12- 1). 

Letter to editor GivinG Grant.-Du!1' t s personal reactions to 
cquatntance with Acton. lie ment.ions that /.etcn ' s explanation for 

the booklis Ii of the hundred books he listed ~ms wortby of being 
placed on his l:lOnll!llent . 

I1L~l"d J\ cton ' s Leeters," 19th ~., 55 (1904), "165-77$. 

A$ an intiLlate o f tieton, L"rant- t uf't ' s t eotittony to the indiscretion 
of publishing certain of the letters i n cluded ill Mary \:l ads tane ' a 
collection is \fell worth not-ing and keopin", in mnd 1'lhenre ad:i.ne 
these lotters . 

n , Aubrey, S. ,1. !ll;..ord Acton and the .Popish Plot, tI Studies, 33 
(l9Ll! ) , 451 ... i~64. 

'this aruuy:sis o f Pollock's works on the Popish Plot suggests tbat 
his 1naCClJl'ate, tr!liat~ent is t.he r ,(')sult of Acton's pre judices on 
tilis ocore. 

l'<or..r:.ond, .1. L. "i.oro ActQn ' 3 Liberalisa, f< !ndcp. R., 2 (1904), 6~1-656. 

Itea11y a corm:.entaryon Letters to t:anr GlndstOtlEh with onlY a few 
r cmiU"kt> about Libel' 

1'l',,0 L3\:.e Lord I\cton, II Edio. Ii., 197 (l?O.3) , 501-5)4. 

Keen ana..!3rs:i.s o f Acton based on a detail.cd dis(..'Ul'Jsion o f sone of 
his contributions to periotlicnla, the Ucndscnreiiaen, Letters to 
the l'i1:1es, f iv'e lccture.s , oodPrivatG Correspondence. Includes 
sOl:!e~ unusual. personal dat.a also . 

'1'he !.et't ers of an E¥lfIl1ah Liberal, U Sewanee R., 13 (1905), 112-11 ... . 

Simple reviGWof t;'U"J cU&datone,fs Letters . 

"Letters of Lord Acton to l',.·uy r~la.dstone,, " Athcn <1sum, (1904), 487-hS8. 

Very l.:ludatory in lona, little evidence of criti cal ovaluation of 
Acton 's ideas. 

11y, tr. K. QUbert y and J:A'll"d Acton, It 
-60h. ----' 

19 (19Jh) , 57)-57::> ; 

scnts in brief space th.~ cain i deas of Acton on the subject but 
in a very lip,htmld popular manner. . 

"Lit erary Hot-es on 1.ord Actorl , " C.~on\Veal, 27 {l 9.37}, 
""9};;'91>. 

I nt.eresting consideration of Acton ' I;l style. Good 
var.ting view on it . 

..... !dry of the 



2, II. C. uhthical. Values in 
'33- 246. 

1\ I;ory, 

110 

!:!!. Hi.-st . ft . , IX (1901J ) 

Preaident,ia.l Address to ~Jller1ctm llist.oric."ll Society on December G.1, 
1903 in which Lea develops hi.q di.ffcrence o f opinion fro.il Acton on 

<orality in history . ITltercstine in its l"ove1at1.on of the extent 
ot Acton ' s ideas influencing othors. 

"~evi~w of Lecturo ~ ~ Stud;! £.! Hist.ory, II ~. llist • .!!:., 
1 (1b96), 517-518. 

Ve1:'/I brief article in which .Lea challenges Acton chiefly on the 
··l'O'Unds of the possibility o t' absolute it:lparti alU;.v • 

Lilly, ~_ s. 
(1911) , 

. ___ . __ .~ '~ ___ ~"-' review, u ~..!±!!!!.:..' 148 

(';000 an"ursie of the Lectures . 

;'he New Spiri t in History, " 19th ~., J8 (1t;95) , 619-633 . 

Using Lord Acton 'S appointment 3,5 a ttjUClping-off" place, Lilly 
launches into an elaborntioH of thF higb hopes he holds for a new 
conc'ept. of history like unto that 0 1 i\cton's for nottinr.: a. real 
foothol d i n uni verst t i (itS . 

l.\Ytt clt on, A.. " ,Letters of Lord Acton .. to ~ar;r u'ladstone, II 19th Cent., 60 
(l9(6) , ~07-1lJ . --

Genaa.1 info:r1llation only. 

l¥t'''elton, U&\la. . l'1l r . hladstone' 9 Friends hip With Lord Acton, " Lip-y . 
~, 7L (1904), 610-616 . -----

fow incidents are if,ciuded i n this general story that throw n 
l1t;ht on some .facets of Acton t s daallngs with Oladstone. 

"Lord Acton, to .. __ ~ ___ ___ , 

Usual editorial. t o be expeo'ted en the occasion of the rica.tb of a 
celebrity_ 

\J Lord Acton atl _ ____ .• .:;.!., 140 (1907), 1- 19. 

Review o f r;8squ~t t s Lord Acton i:.llCl nis Circle and W1l..frid ~ard I S 

_ G. llard and the 6.ithOHo Hev1val:-J> s such it brings out. r elated 
points t:O'siiOi J.ust what the Hcene was like whelt thsne t¥.o men 
wa~cd thair r espective journal1ntic crusades. 

"Lord on on Trial, 8 ~. ~iJ, 79 (1695) , a21-822. 

Gives evidence of eonteJ.."tporary r eaotion to Act on ' s appoirrtoont as 
:let~lus Profes sor a t cambrldae . 
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"Lor d f. ct on ' a !):)r respondence. II onth, 130 (1917), 568- 571. 

l ore or a di s cussion of acton 1$ littitude to\~'ard the Papacy tMn a 
reView of the book . }'oses two probleus Oll Acton I s ideas on Fapacy; 
tihows bon ite ton could hold such i deas along wi t h his pl caged 

lc.uance as a Catholic anloi int:U:iutes hol'l Acton got that 'lm;r. 

ctures oU ' odern History - hcview, " £din • .!!=., 205 (1901) 

Hi ghlycl"ltical analysis or these Lectures. KCel\ analysis o f 
Acton ' 5 \leaknesses <lS ¥fell as well- substantiated critic1s."ol of 
sever'1.l.1 facets 01' these I.ectures. 

"l..ord Acton ' 5 LetterG - Review,' _ .. ¥Ood ' s ~. R. , 193 (191J), 576- 582. 

rem.ely adverSl:~ critic 
:ing as presentin 
inl~ itldi cate t tl 

- an o(~e eats up 
,'ladstono, etc . u 

Unjust, even while i nterest
!Alch re.."'1arks as t he f ollow

ttHe [ ActOn) ate up books as 
- likc devotion" for 

"ll>r d Acton ' s Letters, " "~ ), 39-4v. 

l~etinitcly pro- Acton . U~my io.-tances o f' insufficient knowl~e o f 
true Catl-.olic t eaching on certain point.s . 

"Lord 1\ ctc;l ' s Lettors, t! Svect.~tor , 93 (1904) . 428-429 . 

~-tlnit.ely Protestant att1tuu'c evident in l' 
r elat i ons wi t.h the Uit..ho1ic Church. Al so 
lettors .is being i ndis creetly published. 

l.lae Cafirey , 
!:,eel. ~ .. , 

• "LOr d .Acton ' 8 l..eCtut'0G on _. _ 
UI (1907) , SuO-Sm. - -

ade about Acton 's 
S MO:f 0 l' the 

.ustic analyols 01 t.his wO.l"k . l!<4lflY o f the fnults pointed out are 
true but no extenuating explanations a cCOfllp<my them to present the 
co(;.p1cte picture. Much o f the criUci8Cl is truer far ot' the F-oor 
editorial jOb than the Lectures themselves . 

/acColl, Ualcolm. ttLor d Acton ' $ Lettars to t!ar,y Oladstone - Review, /I 
~. R., 81 (1'904) , 996-1010. - -

e intp.resting anlllys ea of cartain p~::;es of !teton fS 
ites some r anark s ot' ActOll not f ound elsewhere. 

L cCi.)-'"tltl, Edward. '"7he Bugbear of '\j.~t:i.can:i.SQ, n It.;,er. C.'lth. 0., 1 (1876) 
73-100. - -

OJ. 
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annhardt, 
r:.7 

""'ut hor~ ::\lld 'their Authority, ~ ~., 11 (1933) 

One of a series of artioles which pro'lides apprcdsals 01 authors 
'hose authority one should check on. Points out tha t G. ;?i . Gooch's 

estimate ot Acton 15 not to be rel.ied on in vie~' of his definite 
pro- Acton prejudice. 

f'arshall , Arthur F. flrr. rollin~er and tho ' Ol d catholics, t D AAcr • 
. tho ~, xv (1890) , 267-284. 

I n its an.aly$l.$ of r.ollinger's position in ra;;nrd to t he nol d 
r.athol1cs, n tile article provides a good bnckg")1md for apprecintlng 
Acton's viaws an this matter . 

of t. ,ridge ~. adem "'iutory" Vol. I : I he 
, (l 90J) , llI2-1ii'T. - -

1 e-rrick "'.tcomb. IfRevi 
(enaissan co, " (';1' . 

Ve.ry general analy3ia o f book in tlUestion. No value for topi c . 

,,~'nell , ,rll.f'rid . itA Vall of Lettors, lI' ~~, 241 (l9Qh) , 318-379. 

,., 
'" an 
.is 

s ie. 

' ''oney, John A. 1I'N'lC Popes of the Ltew'>issance 3nd their Latest HL,;toriatl~ tt 
A.l:er. ~ ~. , XlV (1889), 1410-434. 

work i nduciae as nortb.)f o.f 'lttention Act on ' s 
ticceJ)ts Acton ' s evaluation of '"'rei :!hton. ~s 

~~ortiuer, R., ")\ct1>n ' o Life f TOTI 
cton, the lformative Years by 

tI9Iib);-iU. -

a 
• 

irth to t he Year 1862; Review ot.' 
.athe1f, II rZew State6ln. !! nation, 31 

i.e! review of 1:.athew' s ,fork; iOOicato& the ft canerally ncceptl.>O 
opinion ot' the .. cal 1forth of Mathew' 5 work. 

• i''iddiiln. 4fReView of t.~ Lectures on the ii'rench Revolution," 
~rter ly ll: .. , 115 (1911) , ~M-219 . - --

ediocre analysis . 

Itt' uaUQ..l B I.'ii trout ~et.hod, " 3laakwood ' s, 175 (1 ), :>77-582. 

_Isidern the dallGers of indiscrioil'late reading nnd ofJers this 
" :;j one ot the sevGl't.il reasons f or c.cton ts literary sterility. 

nons, Heuben. l'Du}?301oup, fJ 

rovides an over- all picturo o f Dupanloup, but v;1Ve5 no reall: 
significantly new ideas . 

LI- 2.J9 . 
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rnl lock, John . uw rd Aeton at. :bridge, ·1 Indep. !!:,., 2 (190h), .360-376. 

ghly laudatory r emarks r::ac1c by a f omel" :<Itudent of Aeton . ?\lmi.shea 
pr a cti cal evi.dence of the infl uence Acton exerted on his pupils. 

Poolo, fl eginald L. If John iJnerl .... ~, 
( 19(2)~ 692-699. 

'l~d Acton, 11 Engl . ~ • .JS, XVU 

Geullral appreciat ive account furn i shed on the occasi on of giving 
honor to one ot the early founders of t.he l(wiew shortly a.f"t,er 
his death. 

l'I€.eview of Letters of l.ord Acton t o z"ttry Gladstone , '" \"""tn. fi ., 79 (1904), 
635-638 . . '---'- -

l'hrO\V8 l1u:ht on I.cten "6 iittitude toward f'Rpa1 ItlfaJ.libili ty; 
denounces Paul' s notice as "slander. 11 

"Uovi f"W of Selections f 't'Ct'A t he Correspondence of tt1e .t"i rst Lord Acton, It 

!)ome point .. , 

''Revi€\ts of The Church and the Ghurehss; of t he. Papacy mld the 'l'wpol"al 
Power, by Dr. nol11nger," tr. bY W. B. UlAcCilbe, ft DUblin R., S2 (1863 ) , 
467- 50) . -

. Ol.a crltiC11l review of IJOlli 
charges brought againat Acton I 
i ntcre5ting e."ld enlitthtening. 

ert s work3 sounds 130 much like t h 
ftIOrks that the COt':lp8.rlson is 

'Review 0 
,J. 

___ ___ _ ~ _ . ___ _ . __ .______ _ Dlld Its Ef:r. ___ _ 
,p )f·' R r riC: ........ '111 Ali .... > - --

}\ r-ticie in itsel f COtlstitutes aq essay on the 8Ubject of the Pro'tes~ 
~t Ref'omation as woll u.s providill3 11 good analys1.s of ~ll1naQr ' -5 

views on this subject. In vi$. o f f.lollinger · s infl uence on Acton, 
this art! c:::le prepares ona for the many errors of judgnent Acton 

kes :r'en:ardinll this Period . 

Richardson , Olivet' H. 't!.ol"d Acton anJ His Obiter Dicta on atstory, ft 

5!311'anee !!:.! 13 (1905) , 129-lh2. 

'i'hi iJ nttem.,t 'to present Acton's ~;.dn ideas in a unified fom presents 
~l 8000 .iOrking basis ror fOr.:li~ Wl eatiJ::sate of Acton ' 8 i oeas on the 
poi nts ccnsidored. 

Roberts, Paul. . nLibeX'al1 
162 (1904), 510-~lL8. 

nct Divergent lYpes of Genius, " R., 

t,DL:;parison _de between Spencer and Acton as Liberals . Rather too 
optimistic toward Liberalism to be a truly fair estimate of Acton t 
role therein . 
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SbUlito, E. IICentenary of rei 1\(.1;on, n Ohrif)t . Cent., Sl (19J4). i~1. 

Short laudatory notice on t he occasion ment;i.oned. 

Sr~ith, O. DReview o'f Lord Acton's Letters, U Nation, 18 (1901.,), 252-253 •. 

Usual material, except t he na1ve re.t11ark made to too eff ect t.hat the 
voluno 'Ifill not nias the dis tinction of prompt insertion in the 
Index . 

St:ith, n. t . L.. "st ,range L:i.fe of Lord Acton; II ~i e:l1f StateBm. and Nation, 
27 (19411), 3>5-356. _. . - --

In view of the fact that n. A. t . ~ith has been described QS Ita. 
Catholic scholar intent upon a study of Acton f '" opinions, II ttli$ 
article \'1'113 ,sOllewJmt o f Be d1sappo:intment. The usual data on Acton 
is given, .-mci the only wrtmhil e addit.l on made is hi.s insist<1!%lce 
on A.<lt. on 'a l.(meliness as tho plausi bltt excuse for Acton 's 50- called 
moral ranat.ie1am. 

Taunton, &thelred L. till.. Great Leader, Il oath. W. 64 (1906) , 34h"'J56. --
Very t'avorable opinion of i\eton. llXpl.;dns a.wa¥ llIDtJ;1r o f the usu;u 
ob~1ections brought against Acton by atl"essing tbe illtellect~l gap 
her-ween such Ii man and hi s intellectually less prepared Cecle-l5i
astieal Cl"itics. 

"'edder ll ffomoy E. 'r,wl"d Acton ·tlS a hook Colleetor, " 
~., I (190)-19OlJ) , 277- 286. ----""-

ba uri'&er knew Acton f ot' tb1rty- tbree Y6Q;ro 3Itd served 8fl his 
librarian durlng 1813-1374. Provides enlightening asideu aoout 
Acton the t eacher and the student " 

T!layer" \t . 11: . ttite'View of Letters of LQrd Aotollto Hery Gl;.-.dstone, (~ 
er. lUst . !h, IX (19oi~ ), 84b~ - - - . 

nr .d1uar:y; laudator',f :uvl UIlCl'i.'t.ical opW.ou of Acton . 

Thurston, Herbet, S. J . uTbe Late Inr d Acton, n cath . ~., 611 (1906), 
357- 312.. - -

"hUe 'thurston quite definitely plays tho role of IlAdvocatu.s Diabol1" 
in thisa:rticle, o't:.ill his points are well-made and backed up by 
evidence., Should oo't be overlooked i n any attempt to appraise Act.!m. 

'lance, John G. "Pro.tesoor aur,y <:rna l .o'rd Acton, " ~onth,. CXXIII (1914) , 
225- 239. -

paralleling f::iury ' s words with Act on ' s on the sub j oct of freedom 
ox thou~t and otncr topics o f his tory, Vance shows the d ef i nitely 
Christian ton~ of Acton":> observations as: contr&st.ed with to 
aJrti- Chri$'tiau tone of Bury t s . 
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Woodltard, ~. L. rt'r'he Pl ace oJ.' Lord Act.on in t-he Liberal i,~Qvement of tile 
lUneteentb century," r,0litic:., IV (1939), 248-265. 

EXcellent. arUcle. (loodlfard t.akes his illustrations from Acton 'S ' 
unpublished lett ers t.o tx.>llinger thereby providitlg evidence on 
thls phase o f Acton ' s career otherwise unavailable. . 

~'ri6ht , C. "Lord Acton - Appraisal of a ":reat Nitleteent.b Century Figure, Ii 
CiE;/llOfiweal , 34 (19lJ3) , 162-1&. 

Briel', enthuuiastic appraisal of Acton. Rather naive 1n obj ecting 
';rehemontly to Thurston t III writing of the a.rli cle on Jteton l:orth~ 
Oat bolic Encyclopedia. Seems t oo generous in e.stimating Act.on ts 
inflUence oD Englisb and ft..merican Ca.tholic scholarship. 
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1840 
1843 
1645 
1046(1) 

1048 
18$0 

Chr onoloffical 3urvoy 1 1834- 1910 , 

January 10, tlrt.h of Acton . 
cton ' s mother lllarrtf!d to Lord Cranville. 

St udent Ht 03COtt.; .n.SeI:l.M , pr esident . 
C'Ollvor sion of ~'e~an . 
5tudcnt at FdinburUh under tutorage of Dr . Logan . 
1Ectcd Pope . 

student at Munich at lklllinger . 
I O.'t.bolic hierar chy i n l!l'la:land . 

~lU5 IX 

18S2 (?) 'l'l'ip t o america. <'gorge 7iclmor 
too ]u;\er i carL tour. 
'fi cknor , 2: not __ __ _ 3 _ 

. ) 

18511 Proelamatiml o f the dogma. of the IrrdUaculate Concept ion. 
1656 Departure from l~ Ullicb uithout dei ree. Visit to kuss i a . 
18$7 Visit to Italy with Dol linger. Visit to t.~in$hetti. 

1858 Co- editors hi p o f Rmlblcr with S1J::1pson . Representative of Carlow 
in the House of COliimoflS. J~s J . AUCftullty in '!Acton ' s '€lec
't.ion as an Iri sh member of Farl1tlnent, " (Enf;lish eiiator1.cal 
Review, 1946, 61,: 405) aaysthat he "was not a bappy cimdida'te 
even £hou,gb a r ejoicing member-- Acton wa.<; not pet'SOndly 
responsible", nevert heless his conscience may have troubled him 

r o than most '" an far as the mothod of s ecurin;:t his member
ship was coneerneti . 

rc-

.for 

1659 Newman ' s editorsbi p o f Rtw.blcr for two issues fo110 
I\d on 's assUl'llptlon of that office. Treatise on John s t uart 
ill. Acton '/) expressed interest t o r eestablish t he Lil'4!ard 

Society., a de f unot Qlt holic historical society. 

1660 Deat.h of Acton ' sllIOtller. 

1862 Rambler becunes fbtle and j l>reign Review. 
tltese periodical~ - - • . 

'isef.' .. 'll'l ' s rebuke 0 f 

.vis llathew i n his Acton : Bis Fh,rmat.ive Years says o f tIns 
year : "If il point in Acton ' s develo}':Cl!ent iiiiStbe chosen at 
which the reader will f irs t meet those accents anl'/ t hat m.'1-t.ur ed 
outlook ",bieh the historian would retaL"l, t her e is l;luch to 
said f or fixing the year 1862. " (p . 161 ) 
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186) ~. P. for cavan. Hooich ~mere:'ls . first International. 

1864 Syllabus n-rO'Mlm. Publication of tk>rJ& nnd forei gn Uevi(:;"W ce.1.sed. 
Visit to Home f or' invQstigat.i~n of oate.:riaJ. In archives. ~';hUe 
in Italy Acton was' asked to draft an address to Pope on b~"'lalf 
01 non-lf.alill.n t,>-thol1es . But when he agreed only on the oondl
I:.ioo that he need make no r eference to the Encyclical and Sylla
bus, his otfer was r ejected. (FT< L-. r.''Ood~ara , The Place o'f"L:O'rd 
'"cton in th e Liberal j:ovet.ent of the Nineteenth Cent.ury, " 
Politica, 19)9, 4 : 255. ) 

1665 't,{ . P. f or Bridenortb . r\cton ' 5 murringe to, Countess f;,ano Arco
VaLtey . Interest.ed in working {JUt st.udies on tile Index, 

1866 

1868 

James U . 

i~eetinr. with iJlads tone. UnsF..ated as M. 1-~ . of Brldgnorth. Aueh
lty notes t.ha t Jl:ncyc10ped1a Drita. ... ro.ca er r s in giving 1865 f or 

this event . 

Arti des f o r '1'. ". iiotberell1 :.1 Chronl ela. 
Publi cation of Janus . 

cture at frid~north . 

1869 Act on cr eated 2aron on Or anville ' s r ooomcr!endlltion. In bis letter 
een Victoria, Cramr:Ule ooys : "the ol d Catl10lic peers e<.U't

not speak. '!'h"W canr.ot til ink tor t ,OOl.'lSelvc!\l and under the direo
t ions OJ' their bishops. Sir John Aeton liould be ellcluded if 
tJr. Uanni ng had tho ,power to tb s o . Be and wrd Edward are IJro

atly sUPerior to allY I rish Catholic who could be 
Jesty f or t he honor. (F,dI.IiOnd rit maurice, 

____ _ __ ~~ iUa, 2 : 11 . ) 

In tho Edinbur gh Review for April 190) an articl e on the "Late 
ACtOo" t ells ot' Q ' meeting of Dollin~er and J/gr . !i",Jf"anlo'.JP, 
. shop of orl(~a1\e J that took place at ~ lernaheii';i J the !lalcar, 

seat. on tue Rhine" on Oct.ober of this year, d'1ich ""1£S 

i t;nificance in vi p o f the approachuu Vat,iean Cbunoil. 

1670 Acton ' s r esidence it1 ltomc durine tbJ Vati can Council. Quirinus 's 
.et ters I ron r~e on the Council. Articl es for ?:'etherell ' s uor tb 
3ritil$h 1i6vIew;-es.r;eclaUy the one on the 'latiean <.oullo11. Bend- 
s clrreiben ~ ~ deut acI!en Bis coof dea vaticanisehen t);mcIIi':" 

jOoch, in hi:J Annal s o f Polit ics a nd Cult ur e , p. h20 , says 0 

this ye.ar that i lie vatIcan counari!ecl srea F'apal Itel( cathedra ' 
definitions of fai th ant. moral s infallibl e by 53) t o 2 . UTIle 
decrees are accept.ed by t.he Bishops who had di sapproved t hel1l'; 
but G."ltholic profesaors and scholars r ecord a diss ent at 

1671 ExCOil'l'~11ilic< ... t.lon of Lollinger. (o1"'lIiat1on of the .tOl d Catholics. " 
1872 ibnorary degr ee (Ph. D. ) at Uuni cb. I-)ld of regula r work for press . 

1873 Acton suggested as Cllndidate for Ambassador to either Berl in or 
11'ls tantinopl e . Lord Qlrling forci did not approvG hi~ candi 

( ' Uzr.:nur:ice , OPe cit . , 2: 30h) . 
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cton's Letters 

Dece:nber 12. 
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181, Newman ' s Letter to the Duke o f ~orfolk . 
1876 Acton created "'in7 : 'S. A:-- -
IBT! O?ebruary and J.'ay, Bridgnorth Lect ures on Preedo ... . 

1878 Death o f Pi us U . Election of l.eo XIII. Goooh (OiJ. cit . , Lt35) 
saya f or this entry : "Leo un succeeds Pius, and apI-JOints 
libera l ministers; but tlampo11a, an ultramontane, is Goon 
forced on him by the Jesuits . n 

1879 Sale of HernsheiJn. hental of Al den 
.od ·a review o f ~ay I 3 Dez,.'1ocra<."Y . 

7ti.c1es on trolsay, 

1881 ikcton requested to write article on ttJesu.itsll for the EnGY . 3rit . 
In l1ioil o f l..he hitter prejudice on Acton's part and in view or-
t he fact that his Jesuit critie wrote the article on "Acton" ill 
the Cat h . &ley. , the t ollmring excerpt f roC! Acton I s letter o f 
Jan."""2lr, lEBrincluded in Paul ' 5 Letters of Acton t.o tlary f'J.ad-
~e" < p . 1(3) is vGl"',finterelttIrir:: - - - --

UFanC7 the ~lCY. Brit. asking me to do their article em t 
Jel'Juita ! I answered that 1 hoped they would have one on I rs . 

!Yles'. It 

1883 Opening 0 1' Vatican archives . 
as Article on Geor ge Idiot t or Nille'teerlt h Century. 

1886 founding of ~..llsh Historical 
of HiBtory in its first fssue . -,-;.. . . ",,;_._.,rJ-_ 

the Papacy in a l ute.r issue. 

iclc on 01 
0,1' Creighton's 

an Schools 
~o£ 

1888 }\)norary degree (Doctor 0 f Laws) at cambridge . 
1889 f{onorary degree {rJOctor of Civil {.,if;w) at OXford . 

lU90 Articl e on Dollinger'S mrks in English __ _____ _ 
braxy sold to ('amegie but allowed to r - ,j 

I nvi tation to t;taud tor Creight on ' s Chair 
~~cc1es1astiCill History at Ca.'!Ibrldge . ( v 
..2!. Corr., 70. 

.urence, 

l U9l P.ooorar,r Fellow of All Souls. 

1892 created Lord- ill-w-uiting . Rcqueated to write article on f-i efltaan 
for tho l:/ictions:r,r of t.ational D1.op,raphy. The r eason ftiven f or 
his refusal (Se. ~rr. , 16) is nell worth quotiro! : 

"'the l,'ictionAI-'Y of :la t1onal Hiograp~ has ol'i'ered 
shoilld not getaccess to tne necessary papers; and 1 erumot 

discover the secret of hi/) quarrel with t anning typical o f his 
quanel with ecclesiastical authority generally. All t.hc.t 
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know .loout hin, I mean 0:1' the richer and more aJtquisite species 
o'f knowl.edee, coo.e$ into my book ,in connection with the HOr.1m1 
question. II 

1695 Fte~ended for Regiu8 Prof essor of Modern History at Ca.'~bridge 
University by Lord !tosebery. Imltlgur a l ~ettU·e . 

1896 iomation o t' Trinity atstorical --oci et;r with Acton as f"irat 
president. 

1897 ~ . c. v. O. 

1901 Honorary Fellow o f i tY Colief!c . 

1902 .1Uue 19. r.eath of t eton at '{'StJernsce , Bavar ia . 

1901. puhUcation of Lotter:';' of Lord Acton to t::a ed. b: 
• Paul. 

1906 Publi cat.ion of Lectures on ~odern History whicll have since been 
repr int,ad eli!ht :t1Vles . Lo:jl Acton ~ Uis Circle by Abbot rsn:squet . 

1907 Publication 
l'lublicat1.on 

HAstorical ESsays (four printings all t oget her) . 
. . story 0 l' ·''!'eedoo {four printings all together) . ---""" - ~ , 

1910 Publication o f Lectures on '("ranch Revolut ion (three printings,. 

1917 Publicat ion o f Aaloctlons fro~ t he 
f\cton . 

rrcapOlloence 2.... ~ F1t>st 



ographical t 1.ctionary 

S~i!icant Per sons in Acton's Gareer 

Uncle 'Of Acton whose fan:.e for le~al ability 
&nddiplolllacy nas £In,ything rut a source of prtdeano sat isfaction to 
n llGPIlew who distrusted all diplomats . ( Lie gin.ald L. Poole, '"John 

erieh, tord Mton, !l En;Jlish flistori eal Heview, 1902, 17: 692) . 

(;1ON , (It,1; RAJ. JOmi rftMiClS E • . : ar andfat her of Acton; a bQr.UTiated by him 
because o f the General's aS6oci ot;ion with Ule treacherous execution of 
Caracciolo . {~. llortimer , ».fu:tonls lif e l'r m Hi:} 1j1rth to the tear 

view o f '\cton: the t OI'Uative Year3 by David \eathew, I! /;a 
__ ~ _ ~_an anti NatrOil';" Imw, 31: 2m.-_ . 

eretary 0.; state to })ius I lS;, whose true 
cnaractCI" bas r GOained an eni gna to ~part,ial writers . While proj
di ced hi::ltoriafls, like Acton, saw in hi1!1 an uout~Uld-out,'1 opportunist ,. 
otivated 301c.ly tq personal a'l'.bit1on, his advocates praise hit"!. over

nmeh. ~ idd1e-course opinion likely t o be truest v1e\f. (Lilli 
Ol t , 'fheir liame i~ Pius , 201) . ----

llftC<rVALLEY, (I}U~T I\~m mliwibSS : ~o 0 
frienc:is . Family int~o lfbicb Acton marri 
versatiOJls of Dr . ~lli.ngEtr, 86) . 

11in~er ' s oldest and best 
(Louise Von Kobell, ( 0 0 -

----- - - -_._..;:.:;...-
! .u J!.n l',c,n, ~El"r, LADY : Correspondent or Act on Wholle lett ers reveal much 

personal attitude of ~cton . 

RLmbtilU!A5SZ'l'T. SDi I{(n:tI.Jtlm: About 1862 fUennctrhils&et bec£''ile an inti
te ftiend oi.' Lord Acton Who.A~ stand a gainst the l at.er develop!;.ent 

o j ultramontanism he approved. When t he Hoone and Foreign Review 
8 d iscontinued, ulennerhasse'!",t sugges teCrtile posfiI'blIIt.y o f establieh

ins a j ournal the main objects of which should be polit i cal and lit
raI"J' . Thus began t.he Chronicle for Which Bl enoerhaasett. f urnished 

the lOOney and some contrib'li ions f or foreign co.rrespondence . {D. ' .:s. 

SR!JmlE, BISHOP: Bishop of Shrewshury , who l ike Clifford, 
Lor d' Acton ! 0 ort.hodoxy. (tI'fhe Late Lord /tcton, n Edinb 
191 : 521) . 

dean schola r who impressed Acton very favorabl y as can be 
:r an the f olloro.ng quotat.ion froo his ~rican niarics: 

~TllesO conversations gi~), firownson and Bishop Fi t zpatrick were the 
f irst :t wtd m,th Catbolic;s, .anQ had a groat. <lU eet. . I )la-s 'Jar,{ glad 
to ~eet with jud~eots f ounded on a .s\U'e basis, i ,us t ead o f party 
! ee1.ing or prejudice . . . • Altoget her I obaUned a lllUch surer foot 
i ng f or my crtm observat ions. tt ( Utero Acton ' s American Diaries, " 
;ort nitrht l,y Review, 19~2, 117 : 71). 

BRYCE, J t:EArn l Disciple of Acton. Like Morl~, Creighton, 'Yce too 
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r egarded Acton as the mlJs ter of t hem all. (~ . Watkin Davies, "?olitics 
of Lord Acton, tf f}ibber t Journal, 1946, 45 : 2l). 

BtmXS, EllJUfIDt P..efinite innuence on Acton I S d,evelopblent . G. P. ('.:t.loch 
in Rl.ord Acton: " postle of' Liberty, ,j ( Foreign Mfairs, 1947, 25, 631) 
says that Acton looked to Locl!e, Lont.esquieu , Hurke and ~fUl, not to 
Hobbes or Housseau, Hegel, do ::,aiatre . 

"atlle\1 too i nsists tliat If The influetlcc of !:dn!.und Burke woul(i 
met-rate and colour each aspect of JOrul Acton' s tlw,ught . (Acton, the 

FOl'Wltive Years , 99) . M d then Vathew points out that " H~ are 
three sent eiiCe'S whotfc eff ect would in their di fferent fl ays prove 
dura bl e . ' Abstract liberty, like other tnc't'e abstr actions, is not to 
be f ound. I ' I ndividuals pas s like shadows: but the commcmweal th is 

e.d and stab~e . t l ',rhe I!'..arch o.f the !llJl,;lan mind i s slow. ' ft {Ibid. } 

.lerbGrt Butter.fi el d , too, in his lIhi g Interpretation ot' Hi s tory, 
indica'!: • .cd this SffiU.e inde·btedness ot Act on t O Bul'k e as follows ~ 
"Burke ' s dicturu, slicli Acton endorses, that " t.he pr inciples o t true 

11 tics ar c those of. ~<Qrality warij;ed, ' ~ contain a world 0 r 
truth, but it can be dangerous in 'the nanda of the historian. And 
not t.he lea5t. of i ts dan£()rs lies in t he f act that it can be s o 
ea:s:ily inverted~ (p .129) 

kary Glarlstone eve,I} g~a8 50 tar a!3 to. claw that wb.'Jt has been 
said by Acton of Burke could al so be applied to Acton, the disciple 
of .Burke . (}Jary Dr ew, Ul\cton and Gladstone.," Constructi ve Quarterly, 
1918, 6 : 2)1 ) . 

Acton ha s the f ollowing t o say a bout Burk'EH "Burke, who \Shen t rue 
t o hU:lsel f , is the most illtelli{tent of our instructors, says ' ~:y 
Pr i.."lc1plesenablc lIle to f orm my ju~t upon ll\81 and a ctions in 
hist.ory, just as they do in common li.fe; and are not f ormed out ot 
even~s and chara cters, ei~r present or past . !ti st.ory is a precep
tor of prudence, not o f princi pl es . 'fhe pr inciples of t r ue polUics 
ara those of morality eularged j a'ld I neither now co, nor ever Will 
admit of any other. f

' ( nDlaugural Lecture, 1f Leot ures on l10dern 
History, 28) • 

• RLYLE: H1stor inn _bOO! Acton criticizes as fol1o'«s: "It is by acci-
dent that I r ead Coler idge first, that carlylo never did me any good. 
~:Xeeptinc Froude ! think bila the most detestabl e of historians. The 
doctrine oJ.' heroes, the doctrin~ tbat 'nll i s nrove law, comes next 
i n at.rocit y to the doctr ine thst the f lag cover s t he goods , t hat the 
cause just i f ies i ts agents . " (n lfr ed U~ell, !lA Uan o f Letter s, I. 
l.ivin~ Age , 1904, 21.tl. : 318) . 

Still !teton admi ts : 'tBut he [earlyltj had historic grasp Which 16 
a rare quality- BOl".!8 ~t.hy with thi~a that ar e not eVident, and 
va,gue :t'luctuatine not.ion of the w r k of t he lmpersonal forces . Ther 
is a f l .ash of c auus i n Past ana Present and in the Fr ench Revolution, 
thoUgh it. is n m~etched history:-u (Ibi d.) 
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CLIFFORD. BI SHOP: Bishop o f Cli.ft(m, who testified t ,:) Acton ' s orthodo: 
( Herbert paul, fAt.ters ot Lord Acton t o I:. ary :"Uarlstone, 62 . "The 
Late l.ord Acton. fI F.dirl . Uev". ;-19()) , 191:"""521) . CUthbert Butler, The 

'atican Council, ~06rmcntion6 t he fact t hat Clifford of Clifton · 
'as the oilly diocesan bishop to thl'OW in hi.5 lot heartil,y lVith the 

lil nority - a l'act tmt i s s ignificant. f or his Jw:tument of Acton. 

CRr::rmtTOlf, WUrnrtLL: Enthusir:.stic cO-!:forker o f Acton on Englisil iii€;-
toricaJ. Ueviewand like projGets. creighton said 01 !.ctan that'1le was 
t'tne v;os t: learn ed i;.nSlishm.m now alive, but he never writes an;rthing . tt 
(1884) He also TEQ::.rked Co C. J . Longman that. Acton nas uc:ost help
ful through his lea.r ni r.g, nnich is probably zreatcr than o f any other 
l>Jnlll1smatl now alive. U (1885, - Loul.uc, Crei ghton, ad. , · Li f e and ~tters 
of }.~andell C:rG~tl1ton, 1: 2'15, )34) . Another testimony or Creighton -
WOrth noting 1$ his re;~rk to ~cton that I1Y<.TU are one of those whom 

t" 

e all l:UJSt try to obey. !I (Cited i n t·riedr1& E.'lgel- Jaflosi, Ifhoflec
t l ons on Lord .!lcton-s .Ideas of Hil3tOl''''h at ('&tholic Uist.ox'ic,al Rcview~ 
1941, 2'/ : ,182 ) . -

her evidenc es of Acton ' .s inf luence can be seell in such details 
as Creighton' 1> lec.turo on Heroes whi.ch he gave on Nov·. 4, 1898 111 
w·,ien he warned of the dal¥e:rs and lir..itatioos of hero \<orship- fi 

very dof ini te result 0.1" Acton ' s views . ( Creighton, ~ ~. , 1: 3.38 J • 

1\ s1m1lar not e 01 reverence iaeV1dQot in Creight on ' li note of 
Nov . 16 .. 1896 about t he proposed Cambridge Iiis tory of 1Jodern ·{is&or"i. 
,,-vourprojeet f illo &e w:itb interest ruld r will do r;q utcost ·to M -

11 your wi she 0 .. bocau.se they are yours . I could not entertain such 
propoSe'll !'roo anyoneelso . ,r (~ .. , h 204 ) . 

shops at tho. Council with 
wnom Acton DorKeo . ~.».:ol-Janoa1 i n t .... is "r~efl8ctiolW on L.A. 's 1deas, ft 
(~ . 185) cites Acton ' s dC3criPtion of P..im: Ill; nan at action -with tb, 
instin ct 01' gover nraent j no t a t}1'of ound sclloL"lr , but in l'aality the 

hepl'elateo assemblad at Rome. Q (JlSS 4972) " 

mLLll1GER: THE l'eahi"ter 3l1.d In£luence in l\ctoo 's l ife. l1e have I; cton 1 s 
own words for th1s : "1 at!! indeed, nothing t:IOret.han wha t you attoopted 
t o make out o f mo. I as nourished only tr,rtha crumbs that f ell i:r OlA 

our table. Tha brilliancy of y our renown, your name , recalling your 
words, a study o f your la.fty i deas rlake me appear like ooueone whO I 
am not in reality. II tEo L. (;ood.wa,rd' l II !'he PJ,.1.ce of Lord Ac.1;on in the 
Liberal ftovooent of the nineteenth Century, II PoUtl ca, 1939, in 21~9) . 

,,,,"en an attitude als o accounts f or the .following rash statEl!ilcnt 
Acton Clade to Gladstone later: "I n 3ho.rt, I do not be.L1ev~ t hat t here 
re Catholics whosinceraly and intelli gently beli.eve t hat dome ia 

right and that Dollinger is wrong. n (~itlt{i3 and Laurence ,. Selected 
Correspondence, hJ ) . 
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Such expressed. opinions would nat-ural.ls le.'id Fi ggb to conclude 
't.htlt. uThe k.ey to the developruc.nt and to SOlUe of the limitations of 
Acton lies 1n his association \11. tb t 'Oliinger. • . • This' int'luence 
did not cease when his tutelage was over, but gr ew f or a tir.w in in- ' 
tensity, waning a lit tle after 1870. /1 (Ibi d . ,.le. ) 

.. -
sil1rl.lnr notion ot Acto.n ts dependeuC'J on Dollinger is expressed 

by (1illiam E,arry ( flLora Acton : a StmlY, fiDublin llevie .. J, 1918, _162 : Jb 
'«rrr",f Sc:'lys that <t From early youth until t Ee day he died , his' [Aetoll ttD 

life 'W<.cstb<£t of a disci})l e . ·t 

roodWard point.s a Significant f act wh .. .n he r ccarks (Op. cit., 250) 
that f'['01l1nger was not the best teacber EoI' a young man o f Acton ' s 
ta'lp<>...:rru;:.ent • he di d lit .t.le to correct what one mi ght call tl'..e 
over-absolute unci over-pola:.:licru. charact~r o~ Acton ' s Jud~ents . " 

50 mgch for the faet of Dollinger's in.fluence on Jict on. )Jow for a. 
short conSideration of the c.oaractecr of Dollineer himself. Art.hur F. 
'.arahall in his article, Ht'!' . fX}~Uneer and t he t .:l d futholicm 111 in 

JuneriCml Catholic Quarterly, (1890, 15 ; 267) quote.'? Pius IX as re
.ferriii to fJQliing~r In -Ehe follO\'iinp T::taflllerr Jill Si gno Dollinger 
un dottol"e, Ita, non un pa6tOl'e . U !Jlloh a r ema.rk io l'ocn.foJ'ced b; 

lUnger ' s expl anat i on of why he boceme a pri est . In her COnversa
t ions o f Dr . UoIHn&er" Von ~obell quote.s DoU1oaer as saying: 
u'rhe i'2ia ""iiioit took such hold upon me, tJ'l.3t'. I detcrtD.:lned t o become a 
theul ogian a:n.d not hing else, thinking less· of the priesthood than () 'I, 
the study i t entailed. n (p . 4) 

.IUlOth.c;ir conver$stion recorded by Von. !\obell t hnt is ~orthy of note 
i::; rollit~er t n reaaUon to Infallibility. r~lUng0r s.aid : "I have 
rJad only one sleepless night in tfjl' lif e , and t hat was when I W<16 

considering the lltlXJssibility a,s' r econciling rrry oonselencc to the 
du~ of.' In.fallibUlty, thinking it over uhd OVer and coming to thG 
o~clusion t oot 1 .could not iil'ld liiUSt no t go ov"cr' to toot s ide. o {p. l "; 

In connection wit.h this samo crisis, :Jutle.r (QE' . c:1't ., 2: 185) gi ves ' 
Dol linger ' s actual words o f March 28 to Schrarr, Archbishop o f \loo1ch: 

1>13 Chri5t ion, a s theologian, as hiatorian, a s eithe"'l, ! cannot 
ac>cept thi.s dt;Jctr :i.ne . 1J 

In view oJ.' t his decision of Dollinger, it is interest.ing t.o r e call, 
;as Reaben Parsons does in hi~ ~tnd1etJ i ll {llurc:h HiStory, (6 ~ u14) t hat 
.ttoll1.nger . • • when 1n 18J2~nais - aaKC!!d llIut What course the 
' gl"oat illleorlerate spirit ' should pursue in regard to the papal con
deu."lation, }a.l,d replied: ·Sul:lttit . 1(1 

.he f ollodng '<>Prds of DoJ.llnger at Munich in l845 sound very 
ironic in Vi 011 o f his actual sol uticnto bin probl em. On that occasion 
f.olt1nger said2 "C-entlElttlen, the question i s ·this: it .is t rue that the 
I nt nlUbil.ity of t.he pope l t$ not Ii uOo31'1& defined by the Church; yat 
anyon.e who should mail'ltaiutheoontra.rylfOuld pu.t hioself itl opposition 
to t.he cons cience of the Whole !-burell,. in the prIWent as i;f(~ll as in 
the pa.at . tt (Hartl hall., OPe ~t ., 267) 
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t .arshall introduces the f ollowing idea f or eonsideratio.rl as en ex
planation of l)011inger's def ection. uIt ~ould be unfair perhaps , to 
lay stress upon such rutlOr'S ; yet i t seems likely, f r om t he general 
tone of his controvorsy, (jUring the ten years which pr e ceded tl'te Coun
ell, tuat be was not quite mustLr 01' himself intellectually, be 

orally' l,,~ \'tas d i aturbed by wounded 'lan.tty'l ( caused Qy his not 
appointed a ,~ghop) . (pp. 212-273) 

So much then for t he brief anulysls o f i::ol linger' a character . dut 
befor e dismissing the Slb j ect, on e 1'lflould r ecall that, even though 
Acton YmS de1:1nitaly a dis ciple of rollinger, still the "disciple was 
also a critic. " (Bat'ry, ~. cit., 4) A r eason f or t.his di .f.terence 
opi rdon 1s f\J.rni,shed by o . P. nooch i n iiitltory and Historians in the 
lineteenth Century (1' . 393) where he quotes Acton -a s writii't:b ln~: 
"VOllinger lOoks for t he r oot o f du'f erences 1n specul ative sy"st'eltS, 
in def ec t of knowledge , i n evol"'.rthi na but tlOil"al C6U3CS , and in this 
1 ao divided fror.:. him by a Culf' t h.at is allllost t.oo deep f or sympatlV • 
. - re fuses t.o see all t he enl t here 15 in :meo. It 

Parsons ' analysi s is interes t ing chiefly because 'Of the altoeether 
di.rferent light in lthich he interprets the Acton-Dollbger r e lationship. 
Bow di fferent is f't;.l'SOu 8 f explanntion of r-olli.":.ger ' s dealine s with 
clon cnn be seen in t he following quotat.ion f rc.l! his St udies in Church 
tisto!Z, Co: 4lls- 4l 6) 

M'tor speaking o.f liollinger ' s preemi nent. cilaracter'lstic of never 
l:1ilving a will o f his mm, Par sons l"a;mrks: 'l I t tm.S t his excessi ve 
susceptibility that ultill!ate~ ruinoa Dollinger . . • . I"his l il.>;t" l'ltable 
defect • • . worked no gel'eat detrim:ent in the ui na ot DolliIltlc1T until 
he fell under ti:l~ L"lfluence of John (a fterw'arda {p ro) Acto:n, MU a. 
Prof essor in the University o£ cambridge , who, . a U hough 8 . mere boy of 
seventeen, When he bec<~e the nooinal PU,f;il of 'the idol of llunich 
soon showed t.hat he Wi.S the idol ' s SiB.ster and prroeatined evil Renius . II 

['hen, in a note , Parsons quotes Ka.."U:) e_ngieG~ as sayin.~ : ./t!n 104~ a 
young ~gU.BhmiUl of nobl e fauily W4;t-S entrusted t.o t oo care of Dollinger 
f or the completion o f .hi~ s cientific and Ut.erar,r education . Lor d 
ct.on-Valberg wa:l seventeen year ,s old tiben he arri'lr\!d, in lSUlUch . Fie 
'as a. boy of quick inte,digenco, an d ve-ry pr ecocious; and his t enpera
em attes ted ms doubl e oriJ~in .• ~ . Altho\lf!h a Catholic because his 

clother was one, he lived in a ProtelJtant and Liberal awosphere which 
-.'1as necessarily an obstacl e t o his reli -j.ous develo~:)ent . !-'lJ~l 0 

arltdration for Gl adstone, UU5$c~1, etc., he had conceived an i r vitl clble 
reputnanee for M eenan and the 1'.ng l1sh converts of the day . Be was 
bitter ar,aim,t t.he r estoration of 'the Engllsh hierarclv. and like all 
his i.'ltimatea~ he ent~:rta.ined feelings o f borr""r f or t.he .Jesuits . It 
is evi dent t heref ore, that t.he y oung Acton W'<l,S more of a Protestant 
t han a Ca'thoUc . • • • 11i s Ill.Other perceived this f act, and in hopes 
0)' wi thdr awing ha l' son from pernicioUS influences, OM confi ded ~ 
to the care of the lilOst illustrious s chol ar in Germany. She trusted 
that Dollinger, qy meann of hiG knowl edge and faith, ~lOuld subju~~ate 
his i:.1'l,;;lish T(~lemachus . But wonder 0 1' wonders 1 !he contrary :mppened. 

he erudite scholar , 'who knew on1;r his books, l'i~S cQn~uered by t he 
young polit ician who had a f;r La t exparience, oj: l i f e . [!] Lord Acton was 
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certainly the evil ::)enius ,..,f [olling er; be obtained an incredible 
lilloendeney over his manter and drew him insentlibly int.o schiSIt.. MKi 
this was ef1ective becaus e the young trlglislTllaTi tta.sendowed with woot 
r-ol1in~er did not pos~eSS-- character. . • • \\hen l.cton entercd the·" 
lrousehol d o f r'Ollitli~r he becar:.e literally the tll}ster of the pro- · 
t'cs50r' U soul. . •• 'this di.sc1ple put tbo professor in r elation 
with his coopatrlots - not, bo=evcr, Vlith men 11ke ~iseman , UOYit:llID, 

Panni ng, 'l.:ld others of' tho &~lisi'l "'Iltholie school, - but With 
group oJ Protestant J..i beral.s, of wJ1QD (;l ad:s-t.ona was taOre or less the 
soul. f'J01l1.ugeI' hacnmeentiroly Lord ll.cton, in Mticipation of UlC 
,QP.ent 1iil1GU ho would become entirely Gladstone. • •• Perbaps all 

uld. havo yet been well , if t o1.1inger had rwainocl f aithful to his 
vOI.:at1on £lSa. h:'..storian; but qU.oa-t i ollS or religious ,tJolit1cs itere the 
order of 'tho day . •• . Lord .. "cUm took a ,ke,Ql1 interast in the polltl 
cd struggles lfhich his tlrl.;1Jj.sh f riends had inst.igated ( i n l~aly) •.• 

eae problu:ns were oI ten discum~ed by l:latJter and pupil; and DoUin:;;er 
ended by h .. v.oourin(t aU the antipathies. oJ: the English Liberals and by 
encouraging the designs of the !Sub- Alp1nc plotters. f 

DtlCHii;St'S:" : rench .\~onseiglleurJ who is called by 
'rencn Lord Acton; because, like .*oetQu, Ducbesne was 'fa Liberal, and 

a man ot vast learning , tarred. nth the ~'odern13t bruah in t he eyes 
Vatican but at heart aho like l..ord Acton by tim testltlony of 

al.l whr> know, a si!:>ple und c~m-vincoo believer. n (A :inter I S Hecollec-
t1on~" 2 . 2lh) - -

DUPAFLOUP: ~' 1nority hisnop with whom Acton had l'atber dose 'Connections . 
(trnl1ct-t'uf! soet;s to hint that Uupanloup wao once Acton' B teacher , but 
~{ Qthel1f ~. cl.t . , 54) i nsists tl1at. "If Acton was even tau~!ht by 
Lupan!oup, he does net seem to have referred to it. n 

l vi.dently Act on 4 s car ly impreasions 0 t [ upnnlo\l;P \'lara I!loeified . }lor 
we rind Uorley (Recollections, 1 : 60) recalling t.OOt ";a'hen Lord Act-on 
met h3n [ riUptlllloup] :in Cermany in 1809 he was appalled at his i gnQrance, 
and said ~o Ibll inger , I ~lhat is to be ~peet,ed i f tit is 1s one 0 r the 
best Gpeci:.'!ens '? I H 

In view of t).!panloup· lj stand on infallibilit.y, it is interesting to 
remember th a t. bis thesis for Doctorate at the Sorbonno lfas on thB 
de·tense of the I n_fallibility o f the Pope. (Pars-.)ns, "l1upanloup, 't The 
~'f.bol1e ltending Circle Review, 1897" 10: 2)2) -

}Utler says of i.;upanloup· $ l etter to Piua IX that. "it helps us to 
ente.1:' into tho !:lind o f Ul 0se who opposed the de .f'1nition. " fiecausf!) 
0 '::· that fact, an excerpt f rOl'll that letter will be cited as well as 

'Us IX '8 m6wer. 

nupanloup to Pius n:~ "'This question ( Infallibility] MS already 
set european fire; the fire 1lti.ll beco:ne acon1"lagration, i f by Go 

"~lo1etlt haste 1.t seems that , at all 'Cost a and trl' a change in the 
natural order ·of things forestalling the hour o£ Providenoe, the 
hin~ i s being cQ.rned by aS8ult . I \rould think I fliQ.S bet.raying t ... 
ly See and tte Church if, knoWing what I kno"" and f oreseeing Ylhat 

I foresee, I did not utter a. mrci of warning to Iuur P.oliness with 
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res,pectful but entire sincerit.y, Holy Father, while t here is yet tine, 
to spare the Church and the B:>ly See l'rom evils that may l,:)eoome 
disas 'trou.,,> for all Christendom during long ages, and cause 'the loss 
of an incalculable number of souls. U 

Cn Yay 2, 1871" Pius IX wrote the .follovtlng to DupanlouPl uYour 
is 110 less pleasint, to us tlO#, than in the past. . .• But our 

paternal atfection l or you compels us., tlhen you are stiffly dissent-it: 
f l'OiJ cwst of your venerable brothers and f rotl tho greatest p:>rt of t.he 
cleru and C.sthol1c people o.f the whole world, to warn you not 'to wis h 
to be wise in your own eyos, or to rely' on your ov.n prudence; for you 
knOl"J tlw.t all ~rrors and hcrE!t~ies have ari.'len f'rc:;c. t.he f.act that their 
authors '~h,)ueht they 'lfflre wiser than others, and would not acq,uiesce 
i.n the CObr.on opinion of tho Church. It 113 r ight. for the ~' athel"s at 
the ~uncil t.o put forward clearly d11'ficult.ies they t.hi nk stand in 
the VJay of aJ'\Y definition; but it is not right to strive by all 'IiICaflS 

t.o brine all over 'to one ' s way of t hinking . . . • Return, brother, I 
ray you to tnat golden o15lplicity of little ones; cast away prejudiced 

opinions, wbich may obscure t.he holiness of your character, and vhich 
.a:y I!".ake, it not pernic1ou."J, certAinly uSQle~s for the Church those 

gifts of i ntellect , alacrity, eloquence, with which fJOd }:>,.as so liber
ally endowed you. for the ex<t.endWg o f H1 s Ring<iom. ~ (1.lUtler, op. cit., 
2: LU. 42) - --

.ECJ($TSnl~ }1tEDSRICK: Oretft inflllence in il cton ' 9 11fe. J\ccordi.r;g to 
;iei~i9 and Laurence (sal. furr .• , 18 ), Sckstein bad a ereat influence 
OVer ActO'n, 6r eator probabIY"f;'han any one exceptinn Dollinger . In 

'TOof they quote Acton ' G letter to his trot.her in 185.3 'When he wrote 
of }i,ckstein no f ollows: wroua leo autres sont des pygamies en 
CQl;Jparlson de lui. 11 

5RAm!US a Actun has been corapared to him. W. L. B1enneroosset (Op . cit . 
188) tkaintalns that. this compari.~n made bY' Lady Bl ermerhasset. aug=-
gosts t l"eQt. i :lSight into J\Ct oo 's character. Both were, he points out.~ 
products o f oo~»'lopolitan erudi'tion, makers of occasional i ronical 
evaluations of buman a..ffairs , and both 'I1ere appreciative of the good 
thl~s tht'J 001'1<1 haa to offer. 

wever, 'ft . A. L. SIrltb in his Ifstr atlite Life o f Lord Acton, If (New 
stat.esman and lia.tion, 19bh, 27: 355) disa,erees. ",bile he admit.s -
(hut it is~ptinit to JJcast. Lord Acton as a RCWtiasance scholar, the 
l egit::l.m4t.e s uccessor o f Eraar.lUs. . . • Yet this an.'lloGY, so often 
drawn, 1s .surely 8uperi"1cial . . • • (Acton bas_ more] affinities w1:th 
Aufklurung, a Gernmn critic of s ci entific schol arship o f the nine
teenth cent uxy , rt SliIi th adds. 

Ft1Z-AJ..A.~ . U)RD: contemporary or Acton who provides So "'ell- rounded 
account of the eff ect t1'~t Acton produced in his last years in Con-
9t:rvat1vc and Cat-holi\'! circles . (I athen-, ~.!:. ~. , 6) 
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liRli:.'DRIGH f co- 'worker with Act.on in IurniahingDolli,.ger w.ith lllaterial 
f or Q\lirim:lls's work . A'~thor o f Gca5cilicbte des Vllt1cu,nischen Ron.zUs, 
a work Which .!3\Ltler. describes as !laniru;lted by tfie spirit of Quirinua, 
is tendentious, abounding in examterations and distortions, every 
incident r eceiv;iog tho l'IOret inter pretation. '* (But ler, op. cit. , 1 : 
xvi) ENcnJ. B. Hllry, not ordinarily friendly toward tMPapal cause, 
says th~t Frledrieh I 5~ot'k is bitterly anti-Papal. O::listory of the 
apacy ~ the t:irletecnth CentllIY (1864-1878) '" 73) - -

Y.lTZPAl'HICK, BISHOP: Aoerican prelate, who with Brownson, uade a very 
favorable upression on the yount; Acton ~hen he visited ~r-ica. 
ti.eton SfJ.Y~ of Disho.p {;'1t~patrickt If In spite of what was formal or 
di:rtant in his nmnhor, ! f ound him a real s~cimBn of a kind of WliO 
wl1oa-eexitl ta.'lce I have always been ilrclined to doubt , MO, without 
minglinl.! i ., pUbllc 1i!!) or eainintt lite,rary r eputation, ;)assess 
reater abilities and m.sdoQ than those whl> do. n (tli!.tuerican .L'ti.aries, /I 

70) 

GIBBOI; , ~'ARD: Author of tiedi ne and Fall 0 1' the :/taman Eiapire. Cousin 
of John Acton and COmodore Act.on, (Mat heW, op: cit. , U) and there
foro distantly related to [.oro Acton. {J. If. lffiOmpson,> ! H1st09: !?! 
Historical WriUng, 1: 7$ ' 

Grrc;,EBfU;CHT: lli.5torian who was accepted by Acton as one of the bettor 
histor ians . Acton says of bis notes thu.t they uoontain too nost 
p-enetrat i ng and instructive discus non o f llut.horities to be found 

her o i n ttodem litf~ratur8. u (G . P. Oooch~ tlist . and f:lstoriana 
_ t he 19th C., l2L) --

.. iesebrecht t s po.ait1on UiilOnJ histotians 008 been definerl by b.cton 
as f ollows: @!le neVer becatlle a European clAssic, like Rqnke an 
l'omr::Setl. He 1'l"aS neither t.be head of a school like waitz, nor the 
chief of a party like Sybel. • . • He did not speak with authority 
ot t,hin~ts that ca.tJc bef ore Clods or after Manfred . • • • J:f1s l imita
tions wer e disti,rlotl.y aarked, ana they were rnrt or his s'trength . f 
s,a)cnt a lon~ lif e in oasterillfl Q gj.ngle epoch. and writing a single 
book . but Ql\l()Ui all his count~-;ymen el2ployed on the ltiddle j),ges no one 
was l>t'O r e \'iidely known a.nd :read and t rusted; and the .f{tU.seruH was the 
noares t ued1eval equivalent o f thE' Romi3che Gesch:i.chte and the Zeit-
cuter der fie .formation . " (Ibid., 127) ---- -- ' 

CLADS'lClNE, tl'I.LLI AU E. # Master and lea06r of llc-ton in polit ieal rEi 
tty (01.J. cit., bl mlYs thrit aadstone l1as one of Acton' s t.hree 
sf-ers, aro the one that fa3eif~ted him because 0 1' his devot ion to 

a~J Drew points out tnat althQugh u,cton baa been truly called 
ntbe ClOst qypercri t 1cal of men, the precise opposite of a hero-worsbip
per, an i conocLt.:rt. , if evex' there was one, I) still be r egarded Fr . Clad
stone as t he f irs't. o.f English s tatesmen, living or dead [! !]u 
(Op. ~., 236. ) 

.. """ewhat t be S&lle i dea is expres sed in Blackwood ' s Kilinburgh acrte" •• , 
(191), 193 : $79) in which the writer reviewin~ Acton ' :) letters to ' :!ary 
aadstone s ays: "If politi cs be a r eligion, toon C1adst.one is Lord 

Acton I s Pope, suprene am infall ible. Not only can he do no wro~; be 
is the onlY J.lWl that ever Uved immune from sin and ahame. fI 
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bile such an est41ate of ti eton 's relations vnth f')l.adstone is QX

[~(1Iratc<l, still it provides reasons for our $u.spect1ng that Lord 
Acton 's judgment o f uladstone \rl.l1 be biased because o f his hero~wor
shil) 0 ... the can. ( "Lord Acton ' s Letters, 1l Spectator, lS'04, 93 : 428) · 

1'00 r elationship 'WM n..,t one-:sided, however. A.S i'iggis notes in 
l. tS. B. ( Il i\.cton n ) Acton i nfluenced Gladstone more deeply t han dld 

any otl\'er IlliiU1. stUl another proof of thiu f a<;.t j.s l" ''ktneVl Arnold ' 3 

r.c.mark to the e·f f cct toot "Gl ndstone inr lueneed all around him but 
etan. It. 13 Acton who influenced Gladstone. 1f (C1ted i n Drew, OPe 

e1t. , 227) Gooch (Hi$l. . llOO Historians in 19th C., 390) r ecalls 110' 
~ 1'olleuaehe tells ho'll fJladstone used to' distliss abstruse point 
that arosf;llllith /IWe r;;ust ask Lord Acton. fl 

It would seem thlm that there i s rtlUch 'to E. Shi11etol!)j observation 
that i\ cton as a c..loGe friend and a valued coum~elor of Gl adatone 
helped t o Shtipe the hi ::>toxy of his t.wes . (" Cen tenary of Lord ACton II 

i.atian Century, 19.34, 51 : 161 ) Or.e proof o f the actual influence 
01' AC'ton is pointed out in the Times < Feb. 19, 169,) as f ollows : tl 

[ Aeton] ts believed to mve been one or the :f1r~t of English politi
d.ans to favor HoIne Rule, anu he ws been said to hewe helped t,o 
seduce itr. G1adatone into that 2'lOre.v. " ("'rhe New ke 'jlus Professor, 
9) 

In c~).ncl.uding thin brief anaJysi.s of the second .gr eat i .nfluence on 
,Acton, nilfrid ~ard ' $ c.itation of a couttlll\por~'S e.st.ir:late of nld.dstono 
might well be quoted. 'iard Gays, Q1'hat acute observer, I;ialter Bagehot, 
when asked if Gladstone's was a firl;t- rate tnt, ell act, hes1tated, {mei 
then said, ' t.lo , but an admirable second-rate intelleet in a first- rate 
state 0 1' ctte.rveoce;nce . HI (B:!! r'e:r8om~1 Stud~es, 211) 

GOOCH, O. P. r Pupil of Acton . Possibly this r e l ationsh1.p accounts 1"or 
F. X. &tannhardt ' s r omark U18t Gooch's opinion on Lea and on Acton can
not be accep-tqd t'Y u. cr1t1ca1 scholar. (rt.l\uthors and Theil" Authority, to 

astor1cal aull eUn, 1933, U : 57) 

GlU\N'l'- IlUFF, SlIt I!OunfSTUAiiYl IntirmQt.e i'riel'ld of Acton . His account.s of 
relations w1th Acton provide us 5I1.t.b flWilny human- interest stories. He 
tells, f or example, of his a8kir~'J Acton wbat be would do 11" he ""anted 
to convert QlVooe like hiclself t arant-nuff] to the Catholic fai.th . 'fo 
Grant- Dulf ' s as·ton:isr.rnent , Acton repl1:ed that he oould give such a 
person sone books I.a:l d l eave ther.l alone . 1'ben when Grant- 1:ut f pressed 
the QQ.ttOl' by asking wbat \1Ould. be the first rook be I'fou.ld rec~end, 
Actor. replied: irothe ' s Ethik [A wor k of a Prot.estant DiVine]. ( liThe 
Late Lord Acton, \1 Speetator;"""l902, 89: 12) 

I n his book, Out of the Pnst , Grant- Duff alf".o tells o f another h 
interest item . Spt)3K!ng to -mon about 1663. Grant- Duff reports t hat 
Aoton sai d 00 this occasion that h.e agreed with nobod',r. and nohody 

greed wittl bil~ . {p o 192J The persecution tmd i.$Ol atiot\ complC'x cer
tainly got an early start i n Acton ' s li.f e , i f this statement be more 
t,han Go s uper f ieial remark . 
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GRAiIVlLLE, WRD: St.ep-father of AOton. ror~ig;n Secretary and inf luen-
tial ~'h:ie lender. Although not muCh d:i.rect evidence can be t r aced to 
Granville, still mucb of tho Whig phllo5opl\f that Act>on held had been 
col't5tantly demonstrated in practical tllatters tu 11is step-father. 

GnBEN , DR.: Acton ' s confessor, who wrote to t he local pupel' at t'lID t1me 
of: the Times lettel;' controversy ttl testU'y' that Acton had never, even 
1tirtu:ally, 'attacked the CQuncil . (Bleneerhasset t, 2E... cit. 1 184) 

.A:utllor of mw\U3cript tll.'tt .... cton edited for the P.hi.lobiblon 
Satiet y . Acton describes him as "one ·of the eru-lies-t ecclesi<.atieal 

'itera whose e ind fell natur~lly into an historiea1 attitude, and 
lfith whom r !.11.1.gious controversy resolves .itsel f into the di s cussi on 
o f fact . I! (I!4rpsf icld ' s liarr at1ve o .f tJ1-e ll'lvorce, Academy, 1616, 
9: 6O"l) - _ .-

As Acton continues his remarks, he reveals many interest1ne side
lieht.s o f his views on such peJ"sons as ~ore cmd Pole. none imputation 
r ests on ... ~rp8fie1.d·.u memory which would go against his ered1:t i f it 
could b~ proved. . • . I hes itate t.o believe t hat Har vs1'leld actllally 
stained hie hand.s ldt h blood. I t is true in hj.3 book on the Lollards , 
he describes their pl.Ulismcnt TJithQ-ut any 8i£',D of coll1passiOll or r egret. 
It cannot be said 01' h;U:;t, as it cilflOe said of E!ore and Pale, that 
was atl advoc:at.e of t-olerationJ but it ~notbe proved against him, as 
it C&.'l be proved agai nst them, that he 'became an advocate or r el lH'ioue 
peraeeation. n {~. , 610) 

6bop o f the }:inority who 6emB to have bad the greatest diffi 
culty in accept.ing the de£init1on of Infalllb.ility. He wrote to 
Dolli nger : ItIf it were de-clared that before any definition the Pope 
lUat consult the Church in the manner most 8u1tahle for the particular 

C8cSe one could reconcile oneeelf to the Infallibility. n (Btltler, 0,1). cit . 
2t I B7} --

rIU3 01 t.oYOI,A : ~under of the Jesuit.a, _hula Acton describes as 
"the lS3Ce man who hel ped to t.r ansplant t o Rome t.he Inquis 1:tion of his 
.QWU country . It (If'rhe Counter- Hefomation, " Lectures on Uodern Jlistoxy, 
111,) Sum Ii deset'iptiou. tram 8. man who "had the Inqma1tiOn on the 
br ain, tf reneeta his opinion oJ" t hat saint and his followers . 

illlen one recalls Act on ' s i nsistence on t he primacy of morality, one 
can otI>preoiate Actoo I s reaction to the Jtu;uitseven t hough he m.ay dis
agree with his analysis. "st. ! 8natiU's directed hb disciples accord
ing to the IlInxio th.'lt ~re prudence and less piet y is better than core 
,iaty and less pruden-ce . " (Ibid. " US) 

JAY : hi s t.orical 'I'll'i ter .110 utili zed 80me of Acton ' s areuments i n a 
paper he wrote o U Church- State r al at.:Lons . Parsons challenges Ja:r s 
citation of Acton as n& very distin;'Juished ROtIlilti t.athollc historian, 
ho 80 admirably represents t ho honorable 1lleJ!lbers of that f'aitb woo 

r e ject t he dodrina and metmd of the ·Jesuits . It Acton, Parsons in-
3ists, f ar f rollt be:L,')g r eliable i n the point. und.er fire [ the transla
tion of letters r eferring to t he ii'ir t.b:;lO'tllew JiQ$sacreJ actual.ly makes 
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.ll1ountaiu out ot a oole hill l'lI'le21l .he translates as 1Ie.'L'teminate'1 the 
w()l'd which .$hould rea6 tlextirp.'1to . 1I (:JQ.In£: Lies and f..l'rors 0:[ F.isl:.ory, 
242- 21u) - - - ._--

KFb,rtUCX ~ BtSiJlP: Hishol) of the l'iuority group; probably the stiffest; 
opponent o f the definition . (h'utler , Ope cit, ., 2 : 176) t~l."d1nal 
Gibbons in his I>. tcet.rospect o r rUty Years notestilat the !lost Rever

'. ltendr1clC v1oI entl¥QPposel.1 the definition, "not only becaus 
t be considered its inopportunencsti, but because he did not See 
it W:i~ fG,rt of tho deposit 0 '" .faith; nevertht:les5 be accepted t h 

decree:) ill'){.{ ,.;ublished thom. If (l~ 32) 

l etter 1.endr'ick wroto to A(.'tOfl 1s printed by ~chulta and in p.nrt 
t1y Gt'anderatl1 . In it Kendrick dewres that his acc.Gptance lVM an a(..-t 
of pure obedience to the authority of the Church, £raa which he had 
never th01Jght o f aoparaM.nr; lumsol.fj he sutJidtted billr>Jel .t' most unre
SElxvodly. taking t.he words of the deoree ill tbeir strict and literal 
tliEDificance; but n1u submission .vas not grounded on the r emoval at 
his ootiVes of OVI.IOsltion; be reconm.l.ed hiJRScl.f :intell.ectually to sub
,i8s100 by" applyi.na the theory of d.evelopaent; he ini-ended to imme no 
:.storal on the ~uncU, and not to pr-eacll or speak ont.he E'-dpal 

Inl'alUbUit.y, nor would he say that it. is certainly in Scripture. 
(Butler, £R.:. ~., 2 = 176 ) 

L.~j) Xln, PoPEl SU.ccessor to Piua II, vIDo1l1l Aoton speaks of as f olloW$: 
tThe rope probably bad 00 cleM viow' about policy. If he had he would 
hardly' he ;'o»O. tI (Paul , Ope cit . , 1(8) 

Q\1l:, J'JHlh ~g philosopher,. adlU.red by Acton becau.se bo was flall,ays 

~ :A! 

reasonable andsens1ble, fj but also censured by Acton a s also being 
tJdilutod and pedestrian and poor. " (f,,!,he Jl1."t8 of the .. 1higs, " .Lectures 
on 1(odern Hiator.r. 217) 

itt .; Cam.bridge man f rOrt Oscott, who tatored Acton at Edi.nbul'llh. 
• r.all;9', AS Lord Acton says, S} ----- . 

: Influence on Act!Jn ' auarlystyle. Uath.aw points out this in 
on Jar;1cs La Cl.ocne, Bud his review of 3Uckle t ·s 

QE. cit .·, Ill.) 

""I'd Acton J tt 

ves thls 18 one instance t.ilat I< e~Oli--rs not 
f men because 00 o verestimates t heir 

land or Um. ver
i t y 

.. ... .finite opponent of Acton . (.rote Gr anville I s remark to Gl adst one in 
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this regard: nr send you tJ;u.ck Uanning 's letter. I presun->c thars i 
no ,Prot:eotant Ocr atheist lVholii be din11kea more than Acton." (Edmond 
:,1:tzr;;aurlcc, The J..ii e of oranville, 2: 136) ---

l'bo title Mannin,s received a.t the Vatio.m Council that Shane Leslie 
not.es In his lif a of nanning indicates one of the deepest reasons f Ol' 

the antipattw between Manni.ng find Act.on. itmming 'fIas nicknamed 
fiIJboolo del Concilo" because o f his intense activity on behalf of 
Papal I nfallibility. Suell a f a ct i .dieatea ir..uediately 'tht! ;Nason for 
t,h~ cleavage bat.ween the too . (nenry ~d_rd Ucmning,220) 

YIC?l':t.ET: Auth.?rity on F'reneh Revol ution. Oooch i n his Hi s tory and. 
:lioturlans of the- nineteenth Century, 238, quotes !teton ' s estImate of 
biiii : nor bOO'ks t h.'lt are str ong enoueh t o work a change and f orm an 
epoch i n a reader' s lifo,thero are t.<wo, perbaps on onl' revolut.ionary 
shell' . Une is Taine, and the other ~ichelet. lio one fe(!.lstb 

'andeur of the Revolution till he l"ti.ads 1fiehelet, or the horror o.f it. 
t ho1.lt. read~ Taine. \J 

,,.T: Subject. of Acton I s tirst serious piece of writing. 
!ill"J ('..t'mY (01' . cit., 229) qu.ot.os her f at.her ' s reaction to tm," treat.lse : 
"1 have read y'OU:C-rem.'"J.rlmble and v£iluablepQper; its principles ar.d 

,liti el> 1 ombrace; its rosearc-fl and wealth o f knowledge I adc11re; and 
ito mlo1e ataospbere is that 'which 1 desire to breathe . " 

ct.on t ::; evaluation of Uill is obvious in the f ollowing: HAllY hook 
of l ir . YU l ' s Which professes ,to lay down ihad principles, applicable 
to ic.portant queations 0 1' social and individual ethiCS, deserves to be 
aft caroi'ull.y Studied b".f t hose Who l'lOsseaS known lan~ksQnd 00-
l'terablo methods for tbe guidanco of lite and the discipl ine of the 

:Joul, as by t hos e to -.vhOlil ill questions of the kind are s'tUl open. " 
( IIDn t:ill, tl li .. 'll:tbler, »07. 1859, 2 I 62) 

Acton notes, however. in this s ace paper iJlnt Uill confounds ,.)tivin
i8tl and tb~reb<J o.wive.s at some unfair judgment s againSt Chr iotlanit.y . 
(Ibi d ., t/I) In Llm:'ch 1860 when Acton concludes his discussion, be 
points out that "Catbolics mve no cause to despair 01~ beinr. able 
ultimately to work round f ree institutions !:lOre to their advantaae 
tban t.heYGeem to be at the present . Let thee show themsfillves the &

quaIs of tbe1r Protestant fellow- citizens in public spirit, in intel
ligence sharpened by education, Clnd in a cquired knowledge, -- in short, 
in th<; wbol e clrc.le o f the civic v1rt.ues aM qualifications, and they 
may reclean on not being always excluded from posts of trust. 
(~., )85) 

;7INOHY.TrI : Italian liberal Catholic Sta.tesman who headed tbe last 
overnment of the Italian right . iJisitcd by Acton in 18.57 . (Eru!:el

Janosl, Sorrrc uotcs on Lord ;,cton S~gested by a Hecent P.o()\(, It 
Q .. tholle ~ f1fl torica1 }leview, 1943, 29 : 355) 

:mtrAL~smrr: French .Liberal Catholic. Lasliu speaks of Acton as "A-
more l earned ant~ les.8 able ~tolltalem.bert . " (Qi!:.. cit •. , 215) . For that 
reason, the follot'.:ing a ccount of flr ant- lJu.ff i8 ver".{ interest! 
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tI!LontaleIllbert caclltj.Oned rwu [ Lo.t-O Acton] to trIe , asking a number of 
questions abollt him , .. bieh ~cited my curiosity in t he highest def;1"ee. It 
(Grant-Duft, out ef. the ~, 191) 

'OH1E"1: Ar dent f riend Gnd admirer of .Acton. 'this can be gathered f rom 
sucb r Ei:larks as t he f ollowing : Harley on one occasion wh~n t he dis
cus8i.on turned on the topic of whom they would invite back fi'om the 
grave Baid that he would ask ['or Aoton . (G. p . C'Oc>ch, ":\f;()st-Ie of 
L.iher1iy," 629) 'i'hen in one a f his letters, Uorlay writes: ll~iend5hip 
is a r elation that has Illan;y' types . On none did I pl'estll!!.e' to set a more 
special value t han on my intercourse td,ththis oes.ervant, powerful, 
reflective, marvelo'Q.sly full m'L.'"'IId. He saw bot..h past history as a whole 
a.."ld modem politics as a whole. (Merl~, op ~ ~. , 1: 229) 

'OfffiLS, J . n.: Professor at frior ?ark, 
to do with Adm' 3' eriucat io1l:l1 &eheJ'll(ls 
ence, sel. COlT. , 4) 

lain to J\..oton . F!ad much 
t l'#oTv1lle . {?1ggis an": Laur.-

''''\<~w\.f1 t CARDnlAI~ : one- time mentor and influence fOI" Acton . /, .oton on ee 
said of him that "FUr good or erll be greatly r eminds me o f renelon; 
nut l'lenrJlaO .as the .stronge.rltan .. " (~. , 67) 

An inkling as to the .r eason f or the b.r each between Acton and NeYlClan 
cantle gleaned. from t.hEl :following excerpt c "Eorro'71eo'Bote a letter 
"or the purrose o:f causing a t Cit f'roteat.ant.s t .o bemW'dered . f.C'!ll!lllUl 
ia an avowed n& ircr of Saint Piun 300 Saint Charles, and of 't.he 
pontiff s who cQJloniz.cd them. This , and the like of thiS, is t 
r ell$'on £01' my deep aversion f or him. Il (Paul, op. ~. Jt 2i.j2--243) 

mLhJf, Mafi. : Cont~nporary of Acton.no prOVides testimony t.o the eff ect 
that ne never heard Acton dUl"i ng t.h-e e O'llri'r6 of his f OIn' years at 

bridge SIly one lCr d wM..ch x:d.gbt be construed· iuto di.sloyalty to the 
lurch. (Herbert Thurston , Q'i'he Late Lord .Acton, If cat holic 'jcrld~ 

1906, 8!u 371) n -

ib ff!:fiR'Y a "old Catholi C, Ii who was ~$aoc1ated nth Acton and (;amoys 
in the 6o-called '\I\postate Tl"1'ulnvlr ate"Jl I t \'fUS Henry Pet re, who 
Clade the r emark of ten indl s crir;dnat.1ngly atuached to all the moooor s 
of the triumvirate (Tilles, Dee . 1, 1874 : citing Voce della. Verita) 
that "neWElS un EngllsJr.tan f1.rUt , a Catholic af'ter . 'fI {'l.'i%:!.es, 
november 17, 1874) -----

u'M': tnP.,.l1sh Liberal 'Itl0I.l Acton censured for the t ollomng reason : 
ult 1s a vice, not a merit to live for expedient.s, a,n<'i not for i deas . ,t 
.And this 18 .1ust what Acton f elt fi t t did. ( J . L. EIa::luond, ltLor d 
Acton 's J..ibera11811l, Q Independent Review, 190b, 2,: 6.54) 

PHIS Il: Pope du ring tht~ V-at1can Council. A hl.lJMn- inter,est it 
recorded by Leslie (Op . c1t ., 220) mentions t;bat Pius IX was report 
to deny his bl essing ta Acton ' s children, who were playing on t.h 
"'inc!o. . 

7CJLW C.K , SIll JOHl'l : 11Titer o f arti cle on 'the Popisb pl ot in which the 
Protostant myth about Jesuit rel'1ponsibUi t¥ f or the killing of Godi'rey 
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is i ncorporated in the i lllpart1nl aod international Modern rtist.or,y-
Cambri~ee History. Aubrey Gw.rnn, S . • T., believes tb."\t Pollock \'me 0.1'

:Uine in det.ail a solution whioh bad been first brought to his notice 
by Acton hiJJ.lSelf. {uLol"j Acton nnd the Popish ?lot," StudieS, 19h4, 
33: ~53) 

ilAtlKEt Historian W!lom Acton achired verry much, ev~"l to the extent of 
conparil'lg himself to him. Lord Aeton says of Hanke's method: "It 
provides a diSCipline which overy one of us does well to undergo, fmd 
l)£;l'haps also w~11 to relinquish . Ii r~~l R. Oardl.ner, "Review o f 
!leton t if Lectu;re on the ~ 0 f U1st.ory, n Engliah Ju sto.rical ~", .. , 
1896, 11: 122) 

~ . S. Lilly relates i~J his3rliel.e, "'The New Spirit in JUsto,ry, It 

(Ninete enth Century, 1895, 3lh 625) tbt Lord l1ctoo in his Lecture 
~ola a chiiracterlst.ic story of Hanke. '1ben a strenuous divlne, who, 
like him bad lrltten Ol} the He.fomation, hailed him as a comrade, 
Ranke repeJ.led his a.dvanccs. ' You,' be said, lare Ul t.he first place. 

:'1&tian, 1 iUe in the xu-at. pl ace a historian. There i5 Ii great 
between 115. ' 

fUillOUF', P. Lh :'AOh : ConV6.l--t author of 'fOrk on Pope tbnorius. n 
Renoufls qt1ali.tications f or his job, Act.on says: nne rrtenouil is 
quite equally at. home in all things pertaining to the history of 
philosophy and .of religion, lind without excepting liewtlan he is the 
best ln f omed of all t..he E'nglbh Catholics . " (i;ngel- Jano.si, 
Correspondence bet'lll:een !nrd i\cton and Bishop Creighton, II ca 
ltlstorical Journal , 19hO, 6: 311 ) ... -----

'I'he above-'1Ol.etltioned ~inion gi 9'en i n 188S 'iro.$. still the S.M.eas 
that. Acton held o f ItcnoU! in 1870 . In tm t~ort.b D:-itisb i{Gl1iew o f 
January 1870 (51; $25) Acton revi. cwed Renaul' s i'b~ "ase- ~ ?o~ 
T;!onoriW3, and remarked that ecclesiastical censure o! thl.~ bo()~' 
"sl;rnllied tj~t the Court of RoI.'lo W;ill not. tolerate t.."e imputa tion 
of: d03Cati c error to a Po~ and hasallticipated the ~peeted result 

f the General Council . fI [.rat1can Ccnncil on Infallibility] 

RIEH1~: Prof essor wllose classes Acton at.tended .hile at. Uunich. Of biro 
Ac;ton says : !'tOne man linn:( has an equal grasp of the moving and 
"bicill{; forces of society. Over th:ir1:.y years ago, before Ellrckhardt 
.r l'rieC1;:mder, Ruckl e or Symood.s, 111001 began to leoture on th 

ti.stor,y of c1vUi~ti.on, revealing to bis £o.t·t.una t e audience ne" 
views of history deeper than existing i t) llte1"at,ure . n (Gooch, Hisl:. . 
and R11.!torian,s. o f !2. E:.. 574) 

;:SSEt.L, 000 : official repl"frs(mtative of t.ireat o itnin at Rome durin .. 
tUe Vatican Counci1 . wgel- .Janos i i n "Sooe lio t.es .. • • It (op . cit . J 

358) quotas RunseU .,~ s say-irw t tnt , whnL.ever the liberal eaUK)IIcs 
ight be ablo t o achieve Hw111 be llminly due to Acton ' tl influ~ntlal 

acti vity. If 

Paul eXpres.sed tbe Belief t!)at ttussell ' S information was milch les8 
COpiOliS than Lord l.cWn' s . (Op. cit. , 5h) nut the truth of the matter 
i s >!iven by lmtler 'Idlen he i ndi cates tMt Mussell received coropl et. 
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information from Kanning, who bad raceived Ii. dispensation f r M tbe laVl' 
o f 8~C'reC'.I , in order to keep Hussell 'l'lell- infomed so Ita to influetlce 
clarendon. (ill!:.. ~. J 2: 10) 

,,,,,IltoN, DH.: Author of Me of the widely circulated uork5 on I nfalli-
bility. Butl er analyzes ~hi3 ';fone as 'lone of the bes e known in En,:land 
but a t.ravesty of tho f acts. . • based wholly on Cuirinus. . • . 
Heflecta the mentality of 4-rio{h-ich and tollin&er, who ;jere f rankly 

'orki ng to wreck the Council by every mean.'J and so\~ht to r epresent the 
inority bishops as being of the 5&'lle J.ilinc a5 thanse1ves . Ii 
\Ibi~., 1: 2uo) 

It is slgnifica:lt tl:mt Gladstone shauld have used this work. In 
letter t o Acton, 1809, dadstor.e says: IIk/Qve you read .a~ny 'Of t he 

i}l'ks of Dr. sal,r.:oo? I have jUa't finished bis volwe on Infallibility, 
which fi lli tllG 'With admirat.ion of its easy w:ov~entJ co;.;mana of knowl
edge, s1n{;Ular faculty o f disentanf;,"le:tent , anti great-skill and point 
in alb-ul:lent. • • • He touches mucb grout\d trodden b'!J Or . Dollinger.; 

oat invariably' Clgreei~ with hilc . 1t {Herbert Paul, Li.f e of Oladstone, 
3: 417) -- . 

SARPI,t ?FfHEU PAm.: \"iriteron the Council of '!'rent. Lord Aeton,at 
aat in Paul's (Letters 0 1' L. A. to U. \l., 41) eyes, had much in 

comt;\oo with Sarp1, inc hi6t;'omn-ortM UlWen of Trent, since they 
both expre:'l&e<i ti)eir own views with unmistakable energy and f oree. 

This suggested comparison ;;lakes too f ollowi 
the more siJtni t'1cant: f1liat har Paul,. in a very 

SA'If /iJ,io!t{}}..A J. .. 'trial" who 
better lUi8 to make t 

.... a." to make peo:,lJ.e 
29) 

SOO'l"f, UI.4I.. i 

<:1100.: 
t"ontetlporary 0 1.' Acton who telSti.ried to the f ollowing about 
punctuality at 5unday }lass, his eust<m o f carryil'lg the 

Sacrament fihen opportunity offered itself , his 
on his kntws. ('L'hurston, op. ~., J7l) 

SIEYlii.~, ABfiB~ Author of ":that is the Third l:;state. f) Of .Act on I S opinl.on 
of this man, herbert A. L. Fisher S:8YS : I!l..ord Acton ' s ent.huaiaSt:l for 
checks and balances leads llinl t.o single out 1'or enthusitlstic praise 
states.;an who i s I1crl<,rally cetTt:loned in tCl'm8 of depreciation of ten 
descending to rldicule . 't (tlActon t s< Historical "ork, II Quarterly nevin, 
1911, 1lS: 179) 

sn'PSOih Co- editor 01.' Rllilibler with Acton. J:1.t.zgerald refer-a to him as 
l'ollowIH "Hal f - baked," 0'11&11<:, . however, - an expressive term once 
in use - 13ight be applied to h1I3J for there was pr Olllinent i n hiJ;:) a 
crotchetiness or d.1asatisjOaction which "an to cause much troUble . 
(2£.: cit., 280) 
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}1athow, however, offers a sor.:ClN!l{ ... t l1lor o f avorable i!3pression when 
r...e sa:s that i t was "Simpson ' S i ntolerant and reckless inte~ity .•. 
[ thatj Dever failed to r Ollse the future hintor ian's [ Aeton 'sJ adntix'3.
tion.,u (OJ) . ,cit . , 118) 

TAl NE t S~f.) uffichelct . n 

TH!1Hl);.R, Papal librarian . .Although nury truJ:Jt.s be.;u\"say evidence too 
nen, the follo~inf, episode rihich he rala:t.es coneerning '!'heni er throws 

an interesting U g ht on relations between Acton and Pius IX, even 
thow.th i t r;;.wJ not. be too 'I;.rostwort.l1y i n itaelf. 

"'rho Pope sUlUflloned hirl [ l'henier] an.l charged h1m with h:avin8 ad
ra;ttted .Lord Aeton into t he H1"chives' and thus c.OI::Jnitted trt':acbelY o~ 
t hG worst kind . Thenicr aolennlj" swoe~ t bat the ohar ge was untrue, 

.ioined on loonier to $a7,f not.bing to Lord Acton, and then reproached 
the lihrarian f or hi.s f riendship with sucb mt>n as Dollinger and 

iedr1cll. " (~J op. c it . " 121} ---
l'lCK1':OH, O)~JHGE;: Al'i!.eri C&l con tempora.ry ot Acton , who said o f Acton {It. 

2), "Me i s certai n ly a most r~rltable young man, and much advanCe< 
and r i pened since W'O saw iU.m . • •• Eooks .just a.t this time being his 

asion . ft ( Lif O, Letters and Juurmihs ~ George Ticknor, 2: 396) 

'i.'OCOUKVI LLZ:, ALlt:II3 : One OJ. f crt lm ' s t eachers. t~athew points out t.hat 
nit isa:rouud the: conception ot a natural aris t ocracy t hat the thougl',lts 
of ,\cton nnrl his t wo to.neher'S r B'Ur''<6 and 1'ocquev111eJ gather . ft {Op . cit . 
~7' L: --

<aton also J1f oUOiIfed :'oc.."qucvllle in believing a tendency w.wards 
a l):901utl.sm was i nherent in tho sear-ell for poli tical equi'l.iity • • • and 
hated nothing so tlltch as plebiscitary dictatorship . Ii (R. )!ort.imer, 
BActon 18 Li .fe !'I'o ... his Dirtb t o tbe Year 1862 ; Revi ew of Acton, 'the 
'!orwat ive Yearn by Dnvid ~athew~e ~w St.a tesman ;,:n d Nat.ion, J.~4O;--
j!: 213) - " --

An e.xal!!irwtion of Tocqueville's. attitude tO'ward raligion \ 1s ve r"..{ 
wort.hwhileJ It is an i nteresting position, for it. has r es C1:bltmce and 
contras t. mt.h ,JoM Act on ' s: quality of inesca,f'able, and l:at.r::o spnere 0' 

quenched hope. u (r!nthew, ~ cit . , 90-91) 

:·athen also f eels that. ;''fhe i.~.fll1eJlCe [Tocql.levill~ 6X(!rcised on Ute 
eliab Ri.. .. torian>'los in ooc;e ways ill t he more powerful f or being 

' u lit' Ii ' lb" .. '} pure-"\Y . c rary . ,-=. 
Acton innis 1'eview 0 :' Souvenirs d ' Hexis do Tocqueville f or ~·ay 

1893 i ssue of li1neteenth Century mttl!azine (J3T138h) says of Tocque
ville : line di spl ays his impartiali.ty in tm disposition to condemn 
all nround. u 

Cil anoth1ar occasion Acton gi'.rea indirect prni13C to 'Tooqueville when 
he remarks about a pro fesaor o f History who d8 1'& 10U8 in every way 
but a3 a student , that fJ [:is l e ct.ures .are indeed not entirely unhi :;tor i 
cal, f or he has borro«ec;i quite d15criroi.nat.ingly !roo Tocqueville .• 
{l."ited ill }larU..n Burrell, ~t\l1xt l'ieaven and Cfi."lring cross, 71 ) 
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'the last citation fro!a .acton to be given be1o\'f 1.5 interesting in tbe 
l)arallel it provides for Acton ' s olm case; "'U 1:;3,1{ generally be 
.ttfirmed of ruling nM lcadinit spirits that , the better 'We know them, 
the 'nOrse they appear. 't'ocqueviile was not knoml hithert.o,. by hie " 
books, his l etterfl, or his conversationa, as a. nancing judge. ;-hat he 
was is now shOVill; and he has joined the disparaging choir, that de
clare-a the re1.f~t1 of Din and folly and contributes 1:-0 the l oonocl&S!.:l 
of 'listor,y . tt (.f,ouvunier, 686) 

TRRI'i'5Cffit8f Cno o f the l:t~rma.tl listorians described by :'cton 8.$ bringing 
hiIJtorical "t eaching in'to oontact. :with real lif e , and thereby creating 
a public opinion %:lOre f'o#erful th.m la~1s and entirely l'eClOdeling the 
mc.:thods 01' thought of th~ g'eooration t.hcn springi:o?, into mfu-l.~od in 
f'!c..W><'ln,Y . ( Cited in ' it:1'.r:laurice, OPe ~., 1: u54-45S) 

\-'ollock a.lso mtmtlons Aeton ' s high recn,rd t or this historian when 
ho says that. Acton once spoke o f . Treitschke ns the greatest 0 1' bistori 

.ans Bll<i just.ified hU; choiee Q-I say~ th.~t he bad the .greatest power 
of generalship in mar.shalli.ng facta . Pollock tlwn adds, nI t m<:£-y bf 
doubted rlhether his om'!: power \Tas leas thtw 1reitscbke. It (Pollock, 
OP e cit., 370) ---

'iRVt;LY I\N" .PHO "Upil of l eton. 

I'I..LATHClUfli;,. BISHOP: Bishop 0.1' l3irminghaln. Of hlm, iiatho\f r emarked that 
it wos probably tho gr eatest tragedy Q.1' Acton ' s life that he neVer 
could r:et Ullathorne to ilea lIeyc-to- eye" l1ith him. 

VH l'I)I<1A, QUiEti! ';:'lleen or i:;u c:1and, who Ielt th~ wamo5t respect and 
admiration for Acton, Reoo:rdine to JaJ:les Bryce. (StudioS in Contemporary 
'Biography, 384) Acton served her a.s a Lord- in- 14ai£ing in the l ater 
part of l'iis career. 

'A!tD. ,'1. G.: F.a itor o f Dublin F.Gview and avowed ertem'J of ,\ cton in con-
. t r.oversies of the day. i"ossiEIY It was t~ extreme views on Infalli
bilit y that jaost antagonized .Actott, for he sa\1' in ~ard 's Ultra- U!tra.
ontaniem the "unhistorieal irapos s.i. bili t i o 5 which wore being advanced 

as indispensa ble 'to ~hole-hearted orthodoxyll and r ealued that they 
loule f all tnrou!{h . (fiUfred "iard, t he ~ of Nem::aIl, 2 : 215) 

Mm~ tIL HID: !?rolifie writer of biographies of conteGporarlcs of 
eton. Lor d Acton ' IS aon approached hilll on t.he matter of writing one 

for his father . tfU ,t'r id !lard rofus ad because he felt .he could not 
sufi'iciontl,y agree nth h1I:a to write OIith the neCes 51:l.l"'1 sympathy . 
So he answered tha sotl a s .follows : "Ar,c! reading through ijrs. Irew' I> 

lGtters again hti.G deepened elY f eolin,; that my standpoint and your 
f ather ' s are on SJile islportunt points too divergent for me to 00 such 
a biogr apher ashe ouabt to have •••• i3Ut 1 see tru.t both Urs . LireVI' 
and Sir Rowland ~lcMerhassett feel as I do that r am not the person 
to write it . . . . I t is nith a t',.reat pang that I r elinquish the idea. 
ut I t hink thut t her~ is a point at '-Chich diver gence is too great for 
bio~ra~; ht~r to write, tmen relations and ncar friends justly expect 
sympathetic picture. II (t'aisie !lard, Tlle ~.ill':rid r.ards and the '!ranni-

tioll, 1.: 2h5- 246) - - - -
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• : l:eadm.aster a I' Oscott, who W<U3 removed from Oscott to l:take 
row; for t :iSm:l.8:11 al~ part of a piece of ol>i s copal politics . Matbew says 
of this , "The episode [ 0 1' l!sgr . Actoo f s subat.i tution of ,dseI".an for 
Dr. Weedal e J has a definite bearing on the developtt l..>nt of f..ord Acton"s 
outJ,ook . It was only a S'I!Ia:ll lIlG:t t.er of ecclesi~istical polit,ics, but 
it clearl y f oreshadows the ihstorlull ' S ha. trod of t,h t; a<:irolt solution. 1\ 

(Op. cit . , 34 

• : um.panion o f Acton in many j ournali.'stic ventures. 
f'ter 1he Hone and Foreign Revie't'l was discontinued, .1etncrell under

tool<: tliJan;:onicle :fot 1'ihldi li cton wrote . Also the '.orth Uritlah 
tteview. 

'UT'l'Ai:ER, SIR EtU1JNlh 
uaLlty of A~ ' 9 

Oontempol'ary \}.f A. cton who oonveys tile luminous 
,bridge yea~s . (l:athe., op. cit. , 6) - -_. 

inSWiJJ~ , CAIWU1AL~ Heacl.""~.r of oscott while Acton was ther e .. At. first , 
<"'thow notes , ' iiaeman I 5 eff ect on the historian was great J but Pit was 

inevitable f actor i n the latter'iS developmont. that in tinle this 
inf luence curdled. ft (r~. 46) 

S~:mething of this later r eaction of 1icton t o Ei sem:m can be seen in 
his review of ffisemul' s book oil t he l-bpes. W:riting to Dollincer, 
l\cton sa7s : sYoutll f ind i .... 1 it neither a d1splny o f llterary talent 
nor a taste f or a fitt.ing and dif,nified tooe . His predominant c.harac
teristic t'aults be coo I! llWJ)if est; one can learn o.bsoluta:ly nothin.g new 
in it. You r.ave not in the lea<~ fati'lomed the depth of superl 'ieialit y 
of t he Anglo- 6lUlol1e wrltE"XS ot liter ature . " {i'i'o()dward , cp. (~ it . , 253) 
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C,!~ gl1ificant Tenns .\asociaf.ed. with Act<>n'ts career 

ALDENijAgr. : Ush residence of .doton. 

Ath.lt!. C'JHlC!VII. WAlh Acton 's H.tt,1tuda tomlrd thg· def eat o f the lJouth in 
1864 is interesting because of his ~eeinlj in tbis incident the issue 
of a battle that wu~ always vitnl to h~, viz . , diffusion V . $ . con
centration 0 1" power. (L P. Gooch. 'lLor u Acton, A!JOZt1e 01' [,ibet'ty ~ /I 

[nirs, 194", 25:. (41) 

U ;; t o t hundred books Ect.on reCOl!l(;;em:!ed for ~;ro.,..,i;h in retld:ir ... . 
'tie .. 1 'l'ioJ:~Ut 32 theological works, 10 phi.lOSOPhiC'll 
VjiGtorieal works. 

~1' . .JOKLls r ; 
Included 
""orks, and 1 

:Lng Shorte.r aa~s t hat the l ist "indicates the enormous 
.• r eference which on the Whole Lord .. ~ ct()l'l; gave t.o the Lit.erature 01' 

'low1.edge over the Literature of Power. II ~lb118 it was Han index to 
'hat a well ... trnnedmind thought the nobl est equip::;.ent f ot' l ife ' $ 

WOl'k, at be.st • • • it would r epr esent but one half 0 ,( lif e . It 

<!mmortal Uemories, 254, 255) 

I II view of such gn exalt.ed view o f hooks, the r Qllunng; opinion 
out the r osults o f d gnt r eading :is 01150 worthy of note. "It is b.Y 

t.he choice oJ' books that. we are eJ.la!1cipated t rm our masters; no 
.utnor1ty nll be le.ft in t ile usual se.tlse, no m-iter flot bl11.anced by 

othr:r writers; 00 89'curity in f avour o f partieulRr opifiions; hut 
$:oeurHy that no opinion will be .rejected f rot! i gnorance., int.m."est., 
rrejudic.e, or passion. « (I bid., 361) 

lJ1'Hr. e(lrt(}IA!) ANI. 'tHf', IH ,LA.'t'ES'f HI 31\)RlAlh " 
t'l1 st.C).lY of tiedieval ~, :in t he flort~ __ ._ u. 

t of reviewing serves !.ct ..n as an opportuni ty to ("..xprces 
~e topic. i;oth Acton I a ab'ility to :.ruggest lIIhcre neces
t.ion could hlilve helped the author to avoid arDOrS an c. also 

eton ts uns)'$,pathctic att.1twle toward certain pap.'il prerof{ativos i s 
noteworthy i n. thin review. 

'the _ 
his :mind on 
sa't."Y info 

rruw1t' )RTU: h.egion r epreaented by iieton in Pal"l iacont . It \lClS to t oose 
comstitutents tha.t Acton lUldethat ambi guous r CQarK so often mis-

to t he soul rather than the body 
o:f the ~t.holi'C v'hurcil . llg~is and ot~r8 interpret t his laS exjJreasi 
very c1early the distinction dor.1inaut in Acton f 5 mind net-een I'!,e:neer
ship til the '-'lml'ch of home and tl"\lst in the court of ltome . (D. !; . !3. 
~uPJJl.et1ent II, 9) 
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:B!11DGllOfC'U L8C1tJRifSt Lectur~s del'ivered in Febrtlary and t ay of t~be 1eOl.r 
1877 on the general topic 0·1' [lister.r o f FreedOltI. 'rhey a.re considered 
by Lady dlenllerhasaett as t. i'lu highest exampl e of t.cton I s encyclopedic 
knowledge and truly gr oat art. (W. L.. Dlolloarhassett, j}i'.cc1;.QD., 1834-
1902, " lublin Tievie,;., 1934, 194: 184) 

In the articie , '7he tate .Lord Act;. 
197 : 536 ) the writer says tInt t hes e 1 
:no hit;hcst i dea o f Act on I S CJ:t.,;acity . 

his mast.erpiece. 

e dissent i ng vQice is heard, ho'ie'v'er, in regard t.o these lectures. 
is. L~ uioodward rt'.n.arks t but ·Mwy reveal clearly Acton ' 6 faili.ng to 

Liberalism in its lull streugth. woodward notes that Acton was 
"liberal on Im.rely thooretic grounds" only . (ttTfu!. Place of Lord Acton 
n t he Liberal §!¢vOOlent of the raneteenth Century , " Pol1tlea, 1939, 

4: 261) . -

HBUCKLE' S ?flIr.oSOPm'· 0 Hffi1'OHY" -: J~ ctcn ' S review of the book mentionlS~ 
Lavid !:Qt,fiew aeiCrffie9 as a It fin(~ axanple of the o pt:'t·atior: o f Acton 's 
r:ousetrap. f'ne t ·1me of eavage revitJl!ring was not over anti t hore 'Was 
at much Sj'J::;JX'thy ( or the, rWU>1(~ . ff (Actonl 1'he ~ormat.ive ~, 126 

*flold i::enrlett' s teuti:,tnony 00 th;is review is .bleeresting~ esp~ciully 
when one recalls his f irst il:iP!~ss:1ob of di!i.!like for Act oo ' $ l1'Cit1ng:s . 
ennet.t ' sent.ry for :"Ul'C!l 2L, 1908 reads as follol'ls : l!itudl more 
l e::.sed than I W<iS wi th Lord Acton . orne tlfO essays "n tr~ history of 
'reeuom were not goodsIJccit:tens . He bas a pret ty wit in bio,;raphical 
tuff, and does I3uckle to dento willh f i ne f eroc:i.ous cruelty. His 

learned allusiveneos is assuredly soeetimes Ivoulu '. If it 15n ' t, i t 
shows Ii st.range lack o f' 1ma.ri natiou . Altogetner t jolly good . It is 
a pleasure to be i n s ueh company, t.hous h o.,'ten one is unabl e t o keep 
u ;) with the allllsi~enes8 . As a displ ay oJ.' lenrning - daz~linc . 

philosophy he: i s ter'rif"1c . tt Uhe Journal () -
~ -

f:Of,EltH tUS'l'UUY S.d<!FS : Seri@S' o f hi s t orical GS;-tays 01'1 assigned 
opi cs by autbo-rlties i n the r c.spec'cive field. The plan wal} (:0 0 -

<;:cived and map.,Pel1 out by ~ cton . ithitO(ll:;b Merrick notes t.hat th 
"wc,-,ess of coopernti'll'o editing de=andsan editorial activit.y oJ: tbe 
()3t positive sor t , a central power to wbos e jU~llentJ the contribu

tors shall yield, nol:; in quoetlons of bistorical f a ct ., but on Sill . 
irlt s l"(!lating to t.he dis position a nd correlation of material . Such 

editors , i~ i s hardly neceas,u7 to say, are rare. Tho late Lord Acton 
'as, ~ .all ncoountlS, flu.ch u :nan. U (Ue"fri !!w of the Cambridge 

.- ~ern Uib"t Ol""h volume I i The llenl:liflsance. t! American Hist orlcal f!eview, 
1903, 9 : 11:3) - --

The writ er for the Athenaeum of June 28, 1902 feels otherwise . 
says that 'tAl l Uw gcn!ral plrumlI~ and mapping out, ho oanaged a&lir
ably; hut vl'lth the al'rang eoeat o f thf> details be >TaB £'rom t he f irst 
hopelessl y overweighted . •• The pr a ctical task' of 'i'he CaIi1b:r1dge 
··ooCl'n f{is~ was too ereat. for him . fl « rLord Acton, tt"UIU) 
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.1h1cb est-mat-a is t he truer is l'nrd t o say. still the 'Vcry idea 
50er,.;S to us , a$ it di d t o t:.aitland, to 00 fI!ia poloo11ic. !1 ;;'aitltmd 1'6-

c8110 hio reaction when he was told of the idC8. Jk~ 3e;ys, "I fel t as 
if ! bad been permit ted t o look over the ahouldi~cr 01' a gener al who 

s pl;).mli!"\i; 6: c~paign that ~Y1lS 'to last f or five centuries ami ex
t end throUl;hollt too civilized uodd. tt ( l". ";. ~:ai.tlaud, The eollcclied 
i'api1ra of:'reder1.ek ~ ~aitlan~ 519) 

opi nions f rOOl 1'.1'1060
' 

reason s f or Aeto!i'i"S'" 
differencos in llis 

{' .... ml"O;i2 DorollZil represented (rJ' j\ct-on .t"l'on 1859- 1865. .at t he t .ime ACton 
the only Ii)lglislI Catholic eLected in Irel.and. ( Jali\es J . Aucilmuty, 

"Act.on I G tlectio!'l a s an I rish ~er.lbcr of Parlia!:lent, Il .En.t.lish Histori
cal M view, 1%611 61: 394.) 

he inf luence o.t his stop- father can be seen. in this event.. Gran
ille, writing to Canning on Uarch 10, 1857 says: HI 81il trying to 

get Johnny Acton in 1'or 500i.C place in I reland. I rull glad to f ind 
that, although he is onl.y a moderat.e ~.mg, be is also a very r.;;oder'ate 

tholic. '1 (!d.11ond Flt:a;;muri ce, 'I'h~ Life· of Granville, 1: 227) -- - . . , 
Acton I S letter to Granv.llle about t his Sallle time is also interest

i."lg for the li8ht it throws on Act.oo I a ear l.y opinions.; .!\ cton say s: 
"The oont serious catt .. er thnt occurs t£) me .011 ~ich I differ rr 
the VovernJ.ioot m 'uld be ~inter£erence in the affairs .o f the Pope. 
I l!lention this 'because r .once hc.lU'd you read Ltc passage in a letter 
fro~ the Duke o f f.rg:rleaxpreasing v1.GlYS Which ! should oppose w:ith 
all I!PJ mart . I could not. of course promi.se the Catholics o f Cl.are 
:ore than I have pror:lia:ed you. 1 hope if I ao Uhig enough for the 

ver mnent, that I $00ll be C'ltholic el'loUi!h f or them.. tt (Firutis and 
m"cnce , Select~ Correspo.ndence, 29) 

Another contenporarJ reaction to Acton ' s election to Parliament is 
given in tiuaman ' s letter. ni sel:l.an writes on November 21, 1057 frl. 
lPndom tI'k't':/ dear Sir Jo1"..n, -- It would gilre tle the greate.'lt pleasure 
to see you. in P".u-llament . I M aUT!;' you would discharge your duties 
there 1iii th i ndependence , and i 12 a thorough catholic splrit~ . . • If 
this apt'ossian of fay high opinion can be of any $(~rvice t o l'ou in 
rour efforts to attain an honorable position, which I think you well 
deserve, you n.re at li\:)ertyto cake use o f wl~t r write with any 
our tJitlhorJS a nd clergy. '. (!bi d., 29-)0) 

rter bis actualeleoti<m. Acton did little in the line of a. ctive 
participation . Bryce says Unt 1f~4.aen he [ ActonJ . wa.s asked soon after 
he entered ParliG..":lellt why be did not speak, he answered that he agreed 
nt.h nobody, and OoboCV agreed with. him. n ( J. 13. Bryce, Studies in 
Con ter!'lporary Biogr apltr, ].8) . _. ---'~""--' 

Actually Acton was p rSffen t. :~~ moat of the· trtant devolopr:;.ents.t 

• 
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and though he never interltened in debate . he di d ruidreus t he House on 
three oCCQs1ons! (1) W':.'he Condition o f the ~Kan state, -I ~ ay 11 , 1i:!60j 
(2) " Co.tholie Inma tes of Prisons , " ~'d,y 7, 1861 ; and (3) "Inspection of 
I~ Catholic Schools, It April ll, 1862 . (r,ucbtauf.y, ~ ~. , hOh) 

III the s peech o f t'D;Y 4, 1860 Acton appealed for information Goout 
the perllr::cnt 01· th~ Papal States . lff.zo Catholic, " he said, r'l'JOuld 
de fend bad goverment because it Tias exercised in the na~ of the Pope. n 

n this case the evidence was contradictor'lJ and ,all ActOll wanted was 
he t,ruUt. (Herbert Paul, Letters of Lord Aoton t o ~~nq Gl adstone, 2.7) --"--- ----

ve17 good point when he 8W1tS up t his uspect of 
tet on ' s ll1'a by say"-Jl!~ t'lf we seek f or an explanation of his fai lure 
to f:i,c~odate hlmaelf to eitller house of Parliament, tho r eauon Y40uld 
ge~ to be that he \'tQts too prof ea.so:rial. f or that asae.lIbly. tl (Op . cit .. 
1)8) 

CATHOLIC UNION: Association foX'tm de f ence oj' catholic interest , found
ed in 1871, and pre s1ded ove:r' by U.le Duke oj' Horfo.l le, that condemned 
eton I s policies in t.he 1':il:len letter/S controversy. ('rimes, November 21~ 

18.(4) -

IIC;\OSES 07 THE FFW1 CO-1rUilSSl/~tl w>'H,'f;I· : ?ape:r rf'.ad at ttEranus l 'l the 
'inity (:Ollege Hist orical Society <lind t.'le St . CnthorinG ' :3 (Ollega 

. storlcnl Boc.1ety i n wh1ch Actttl ana~ed the war 10 question. 
ctonJs use of personal. cmversatiorlG 8.nd human interest experiences 

r elevant t o the !)ubject in.jects a lively not.:e into tna discussion. 

"CAVOUR" : ACCOurlt o f Qa'1'our whlch gi ves not 80 J::luch o f r.aVour ' 8 biogrii-
pitf as II discussion oj ' his work::! a...'ld deeds that seem characteristi,c 
of ('cl,vom- i:1 J,ctcn I 5 eyes . Appeared in the July 1061 i SSUG of t .he 
~, 174- 203 . 

ono 01 Acton J s earlier reviews, this refl ects Acton ' s tendenoy to 
dGscribc a histol'ical lllovet:lCut by poititinr. out tlle ge rminal fona and 
then tracing it into 1tslatel" deve.Lopoents . Aeto'n utili zes the 
0ppGrtunitytoo:xpress s cme cu~ral pl'"inciples on Chu:rcb-Stat ,e r ela
tions i l1 Q democratic state. 

CHRotrlCLE:: Periodical sponsored b,y Acto~ ,fethcrell, Simpson and Ronoui 
tha t was 1nt-endcd torep~ee the do1'W\ct Home and Foreign Review. 
\bbot Oasquet says of t.hi13 periodical tt"'ilt'iiit ""listed unt'ort.unatiiy 
only t en months , rut i n t hat period it produced. much that deserves even 
now to be r ead fo r the eritical princip~es etmunciated and e.s a rnodel 
ot the SCi entific tlatb:xtn tihich oue:ht to be f ollowed in all investiaa 
tiona. " (Lord Acton and His Circle, lJc:xix) - ----" 

IfCIVlL WAR I N AUERICAfl r One of the lectures d elivered at the Literary 
and Scientific lnstitut1011, F5ridenorth. . This is int eresting i n .its 

s i ght into Acton I s ideas on t,he U. S. ~t one writer r ooarked 
about Acton ' s explanation of the teclaration of Independence is true 
ot: this leo-ture. So said, that , ttli' Actal ' G a ccount were t he Ol'.ly 
aouree ot .i.nfomatia'J , o,''le wuld carry away U\e wrong notion; If but it 
i s 8t1l'llulat iDg and s ignificant, neverthele8s, cspe.cially as regards the 
attitude t owar d t he Sout h . 
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ttt;m:FL.ICTS:nTB nOUF,": Arti cle publis hed i n the final issue of the fIo!ae 
and "'<ore1gn Review (Apri.l 186iu 46J,.-},91 ) in wbid) ,'cton explains ~ 
dTIfex-P.nces between the pol1c,y and progra:;, of tho periodical and t he 

pal i lUpllcations i ll the &.rllabus . Contains t~nY' of those sta.te
l"aents that are So dangoroua-lYe:x.presaed us t.o give credence to t hose 
coor l(cs o f hat-erdQxy tha t. are o ften laid agai.nst Acton •. 

ftOOLLIUOEft": article on: hi ::; for mer teacher toot has beet} descr~~ as 
next in irt.port snce to Aeton f $ UGeman Schools . It (aooch , HistorY and 
Histori a.ns in t he Nineteenth eent\tr,1, 386.... -- .-- ---

e1r,hton, 'YtTiting to fl. c. toea on October 6, 1890 says of this 
artiola~ nI t is of rour!;e allusive and ovcrwei ghtedYdth learning in 

Juch makes .l.t unin:t:elli~;,ible to the uninitiated; but it shows 
a Dal'Vullous K:natdedge of theresult.s of historical i nvestigation 
duri ng the I f:.st f J.fty years . II (Loui se C1'ai-ghton, .Lif e Qtld Letters of 
~andell Crei ghton, 1t hl h) - -

UGEQRGr.; ELIm''': Review of Cro$S' s Life of Oeorge Eliot that a.ppeared in 
the I;'ar ch 1885 insue of !U.neteerlth Qent,u..ry , (17: 1;61.-465) 

'aul claims that t his is ilone ot~ the tno&t e.laborate Acton ever 
m-ote •.• eztreme and provoking ins tance o~ the writer' 8 pass1.on r or 
c(mdc.>naaUoI!., ref erence, and i nJtuendo" (Op. cit., 71) On the other 
hand, Si!'rOrter says that IIln w.agirUil.tive ffie?ature, howevoI', his 
[ Acton t sJ er1tic,al i nst_ul ct was p-err.sps le53 keen . . • • [ $1lt.ile t here 
i s Gome J excus e o f personal friendship and a dmiration for a lifOt::a:t' 
';i;'hose splendid i ntellectual gUts were undeniable, [still Acton 
exaggerat.es her :1.mport;mloo, for she i s not , a~ he claif.:laJ t he ftl'eatest 
01' modern novtfl:i.sta . n, (op. cit., 226) 

SNGLI SH HL'3''i'GRItAl. R{!;'t l ft-D: 1'1tle of period1cal indi cates nature of 
'lagazine . Acton contribut ed 11 articles to it between the years 18t~6 
to 1392'. Uany pt" rsons il.sist that »in point o f f o.ct , Lord /teton wa-s 
its virtual fo-under . ,r (F. E. Lally, !! l.ord ~ Says, iv) 

mlJDAL SYS 
()f democracy 
on 'lit' T:rskin 

definition: u!;.itc \r.ost absolute contradicti on 
with civilizati on. " (!n his article 

.rterl,y lli., 1878, 115: £.6) 

nOl:,,-t!AW SCH:XlI.S 0':1 f{fS'IDRY"1 tasay on r.1odern Gers:t6o historical s ci.ence ' 
which ap?ear e<i in t he f irnt iasue o f English L!1.stor ical Iteview. Of it 
:;re1ghton wrote to VI" . C. J . Lon~an on Decembex: 28, 1886: "Acton hns 
writ:ten a survey of Geman bistorians whieb will at once COI.!lmaud atten
tion all over th3 Continent, and nill, I think, secure our l"e})utatiQn 
abroad as first-rata,. K (creif[hton, ~ cit., Ie 339) 

.0 Times ucntions t he fact tm t t.hio ea8BY l'Won thl; approbation 
of' erudite Teutons, while it perpl exed some sitnple Saxons . U ( if The l;ow 
Heeius Professor, n februa.r;y 19, 1895 ) Another 1'/riter in reviewing 
;cton I s I naUltural -liddress ref ers to tbe "Oeronn Sch'C-ols of fti.storytl as 
nperhaps the only maga:tine article that has ever served as a j ustifi
c..ti on for appointment to a chair in Ll, great univE'.rsity. tI (};ntion, 
1896, 62.: .39) 
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"ooch calls t.his arti.cle Iistriki~1 tor boundless learr.ing, 5uroneos 
0 1" judgmcn,t, with a pret;lUl.nt $1',y10 . " "'end UlaU 
!{lay measure thej.r advance by their progressive 
and appreeiB t.e this ~vellou3 dissertation. n 

of t.he Uineteenth Century, 385) 

Goo ch adds, nst,udents 
ability to understand 
{(ii3tOry .mrl :i1storiatls 

Hl S70HY 0'" LIBERT!: "The p'eatest book that ever 'mlS writt 
hii1rch Phillips , Europa !Jnbound, cited in 1:ary Drew, "Acto 
ato11c, It r:-onstr~let.ive Quarterly, 1918 , 6 : 230) 

rt (L. 
zmd Clad-

n April of 1818 Acton ~rotea$ follo~JS to DollinL~er: "1 notice 
that fAY Eiertory or "reeda.J1 is rapidly increasing i n volume . V~rlous 
cotwersations ~1itJi renowned ,::rencnmen 1m'1lished valuable iniol-mation . 
('.ocxh1aro, op. ~., 250- 259) 

t t :ho undel"tairi~ was too IUncb tor Acton . Actually lJueh a tu'lsk., 
as he Visioned it, would have required the u1.ntcl.lects of Kapo1eon and 

ul1ua Caesar combined and the lifetme o f the patria'('cht:;~ to l".ave 
exeQUted the project as he planne-o it. I) U;artin 1!Urreli, Betwixt 
leaven and Cbari.-·'ll.!t 0'0S8, 166' 

For OOLle rea.sonor other, ttrant-Duf.f WilS of thp opinion that ·'It 
is well itldeed that the 'b~ r.:agt'lllQu (Yhe ~adonna 01 the Future, l' rs. 
Drew called it) \'Irui neVcer written. ft (tord Acton 's Letters,Jf 19,inet.eenth 
Century, 1904. ,5: 77$) It c.ay b<we been t hat. Gr ant- nutf felt as did 
Ule wrIt er of the artielG !lLord Acton ' s Letters, " for the Spectator, 
September 24, ).904. who said, "It h&s never been sllr,r,ested that his 
projected His tory ot~ Liberty was left unwritten Mu'ougA the fault of 
his unefal terujg 10".{alty to T"that we r;"AY call a Platonic Vatican. Yet 
it is impossible not to t eol. that ••• such a startling contrast [ as 
having the book pluced on the Index ] hat:lper~d :It . It &lust at least 
have haSpered his project . 11 (93: 429) 

Sc:ho.l.arly @Uccessor to the Ra..'lbler, begun by 
- -Acton in Ju13" 1862 ;md d 1.<Jcontlnued in April of 1864 becaus,e of diffi

culties with ecclesiastical ,autoorities and the binding force of tile 
Syllabus,,! 186h on Wl"ltel"s. 

"rr.AUGURAL LEC'lmu~" : Lecture on the Stuqy of Uisto:ry delivered at t 
tine of .Acton I s acceptance of the ItegiuG ProteG.sorsbi,p of l'odem 
. ..., story at Can:bridf!e. 

I n vie-,; of later laurlatoty reearks about thin. lect.ur e, too i'ollo\rl.ng 
conte£lporar,y renctia-I to the lecture is doubly intereatit'.g : "Unless 
n his .succeeding lectures the tle1i ?ra f'e.ssor cnn f ind soc:c l3.en.ClS to 

give lucid expreSSion to his reputed learni ' 6 and thus to jus tii)' his 
appointment, r.e sincerely' hope he will resign a post, 'ft'hicb~ WeT 

to judge mnrely :from his 1natl.~ral lecture, be would SC$ in no \'lay 
qualified to fill . 41 ( .1 Lord Acton on Trial, /I S3 turdlly Heviaw, 169$, 
79: 822) . 

time later, SafJ,uel H. Uardiocl" r eviewing this S~.t,'le lecture 
said : ".Lord '.lct on ' s lect.ure ooOl?S t.hat in him car-.<bridge Will find a 
teacher who never allows it to be f orgotten that COllplicated sub jeots 



174 

are really cotlj)licated, and thQse who deal with the fortunes of human
ity have before them Ii. subject ~bich borders on t.he i nfinite and can
not be dintlissed with clean- cut sentences . " {t'neview O f Acton's 
~etu.re on the !1tudy of aiatory, " Englisb liistorieal Trcview, 1696, 

11: l~~)- - . - . . 

John Follod:, pupil o f ilcton, sqa of the lecturo that it was uin 
trath all ell'.oU.onal .jJerforoam~e of tho highest order, . • • a wonder
ful nork of art, .such as in all like1.1.hood l""ull not be witnessed 
again . II ( "101"0. ~cton at. Casbridge,11 Independent Review, 1904, 2: )69) 

.eory Cll-1.l"les t.=a in his review 'Of this samo lecture l'ernarks '! Qlr 
this little lfo.lUtlC 1s ot.iD:Jllat1ng fra::. one {X>in't of view, it is de
pr(1:ssing from ,mother. I t st.:l.mulateswith its eloquent presmltatit)f1 
of high ideals of the vnlues and uses of bi s tory; it depreSS613 l}y 
conveying to the reader t.oo oonvlcti.on, which Russelas formed from 
ImIne' 9 definition 0 f a poet, that the rieeeS8lU"J qu~llfications can 
never be fol.Uld united in a single individual. tJ (Ji.t:1er"icnn IIistorical 

rviilU, 1896, 1,51''' 

AiHJS : ?seudonyttl assllmed by the writ.er of a book 'Nhieh Pury dest.'Tibes 
as a tloystem.atic crit Lei.am or Papal. Infallibility; it tr ... eed the 
gradual growtll of Ultra:mntnne ooctrine, and dealt l>:ith the fabrica
tions on .~h-ich they '!!tare bUilt." (Op. ~., 64) 

I't is generally conceded that this ool"k was f r om t ho pen of ,.,,, . 
,1lil1f:er , even t hough it ~~mesae.s Usa blatant a Protestant spirit . tl 

,Art-hur f' . llarshall , nDr. J:::Ollinger W'lC the Ol d catholics," Aulerican 
Catholic Quartecrly, 1390, 151 272) 

Since this is the csoo, the foll()win~ let ter of Aeton o,n If.]a:rlUS'' 'i6 
very apropos . Writing t~ {:lad3ton·e on tiovwber 21h 1869 he .aye: 
III thought t he book of J'dllUS very important because it alters the 
position o£ the Catholics townr& those who are not in CiOI:Jnun1on lI"'ith 
Rome, &ld I don ' t knorl any book fraa which I learned so much . But it 
seemed to !!Ie very lrlsufficie:nt for the pur}JOse o f arresting the ti,oman 
current and projecting a gr eat refOlD . ~r th<it 1 think it is necss

otrilccthe g l'O\1t.h o j' mmv errors besides that of I nf'alllbil1ty, 
lng down the inquiry to tbe present tice, and to make a clear 
~plete confession of all that it behooves a pure Catholi cism to 

renounce. r have good hope-a that such a book will be written and 
pu'bUshed before Eaater. " (?~eis ;and lAurence, Sel . ~. , 86) 

:"'anning ' s e:stir£ate of t.he work is found in his work, The True Story 
o f t~ hc Va.tican !.Oune1l, (1:;1- 15>2) where ile notes that Ita 'bOok ll'.ore
fulrGf false accusations tfu"Ul llrrv that evE'.r ~c f rom nomi,nally 
\):tt.holle hands [ has been pubUshed by Jtmu8 , who ,) t.ruo to his na.'lI.G, 
dou.ble-tongued and double- f aced • • • has placed lllo,r e st:umblinB- blocks 
in thp wa.y o f I,;l~n Who W'f.>.re seekine the truth" perhaps, than any other 
bock . 

In this s ame work or tAanning , Von Kettelcr ts opinion of Janus ' s 
work 1.5 also Hiven~ IIJanua, U says Von i\'etteler, Ilis, mQreover, '* 
tissuo of numberle.sa fa.lS'ifica1.1oos of the facts of his t.ory to wh.ich 
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porhap.5 nothing but the Provlllclal Let t ers ·o f Pasca.l can be cmapa.r'ed 
f or vi.olation oJ: the t.ruth. And not on"lj i~s 'tha, Provast Dollinger 
fa.ilod. up t o t.he pl'esent t:bne to o1.aa\'O .. , his cooperation .rlth t.bc 
aut.ho.r of JIillU8, but he is hiIlSel.f notoriously t he anonymous author , 
of the niting entitled f\.'o.-.sidtu'ations pr~sented to the bi Shops o f t 
the Counc.il on the, QUestion 0 1 I n f allibility of the Pope! - a writil'lf; 
l1hich 18 indeed tiere c.o<iernte thal1 Janua, but which i s neverthel ess 
So per f ectly s imilar t.o H in general 'tono of thought 2u.~d betrays a.ill'.S 
so exactly identi.cal, t mtt t he ~orld has j us t ly infurred a ~O$t i n 
timat.e coMectinn between the authQ.;ra of Janus and of the f Consider ... -
th.'llS . If r have notbing in Cl)(3;mOn wi t h the iol1i~er whom the 
nemies o.r the t..b urch aud of t.he Apostol:i.c See now load. 'i\ith prai se . If 

(!bid~ , 155 

"LEA ' S HIS 1'UNY o f THE :tNQlJISI'11:0N": This re'Vi~w 0 1· Acton has been t ermed 
perhaps the fl'Iost t-'«J' feet otll. c'ton I G great r~views It and prQiscd becausc 

of his f requent citation of unused sourCe8. (FA~el-JBnosi, .fTile r'or-
~Gpond:once bet ween .Loro Acton and disMP ~elghton~ IJ ('a":l.Ori(\ge Hi.9tori

cal hev-iew, 19i1D, 6 : 320) W~e t.his analysis o f the r evlewi:.> iJiobaSl.;r 
tIia truer ~nd t:<>re s cholnrly,. st1.11 Gooch I S r emark, tha t this review 
revealed Acton an probabl y t.he only catholic who wcl~ed the publica.
tion or such a work on the Inquisition, 01 ~6 probably a more typical 
l"(!:Qctionof Acton fa eontl'nporar1ee to t.i'~ review . ("f+t::ostle of 
,iberty, e 64.1) 

corrective 0 
-r-)arry, f! 

t 'Woula seu:: tbl 't, LiUy ta e:st.in.ate t hat "it was writ.hn with full
ness of ktU)lV1edge and an earnest strivini'; aft.er impartiality, " 
( ItReview, lII1ub . R.,. 227 ) i s also the opinion 0 :1'." l:;f . !''idd1wll t"oulton, 
who says thirtheiuterp:ret~tion ot the fact.uo £ t.he ll'rencb Revolution 
\tat; beine (; i ven in this case by It t h e tGu.n .,ho {) ,f a ll others 1.8 qualified 
1'.0 give H •. Q ("ilevit 'f'ct o t' Lectures on ·the i-r endl Revolu'Uon, It t;;u11l"ter 11 
!!.:., 1911, 115: 271) 

i 8, on the ot.her hand, claitls that "except in actual inve$tiga
t ion of ~re f a cta no h15wrian is less iupa I'M.al and r:or e j)Crsonal in 
his jUl:ie=ents t han Acton appears in the volume on the :French F.cvolution. It 
(D.n.B., 12 

sbcr ob serves that lIe·ton overrates t he in1'l uence of books on men 
in bis account of t.he French Revolution. (nActon ' s rii 3t or.iool 7:'ork j II 

Quarterly !!,:., 191.6, CCXV; r(6 ) 

Then Lil.ly r er:: .. r lm t hbt. ~the libl !:' gen tlemen 'Who edited ( t his lItOr k J 
m ght well. lmve corrected such errors o f llicf,tf as occur t hroughout t he 
wor k . (Op . cit ., 229) To such a sU&~estion l3it~ht well be added thut 
of ~sher , iiiO :lIlY's : IlFerhaps SOl)le day a youn,;: scholar will in a due 
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spirit of piety take down from their shelves at C<:lmbrldge the 10tlg 
array of histor:l.as and litet;lolrs on toile ]french Revolut.ion whicb bear the 
traces of l .ol'd J.ctan t s readUlg, and 'when he has mastered thesel and 
the croker collection o f J,lCI..'l\pll1ets in the .British l!Us(ltJlli, w.u.ch Lord ' 
.ltc'ton I'e-ad and gr eatly prta.ed, mll giV'o us 'ill annotated editto'll Q·f 
the J.ectures "hieh will enoonce tiieir authorit y and f~"'Jush a j'resh 
illustrat.ioH of the ,genius 1j,'1~ iudustl"'J of their author • ." (iJp . cit .• , 
190) --. 

,..:.CTURES ON ~ODE1~i{ !iIS1'QW!: ffln SOlile waYs the best text- book f or a. 
- college-class i.n general Eu.ropclm. l'lis:wry to 176-9 yet publish.!d . J 

(G . s. ~rd, 1~:Alam;, . Hist. R., 1907, 12 : (22) 11ti€S view of forci ex
pressed in his r eview oiL t6."e book on Modern lUst-ory- eo- melees .. lth 
the es-titr'.ate Given in :tiro 3l·ticl~ QI1 the ".£.ate Lord Acton, n in the 
Edinburgh Review. (190) , 197 ; >30) which 3ayS o f the-a-e lectures t.b3t 
they gi. veat once 'the :final and ·higim st idea o.r A.et.oo 1 scapacd. ty • 

MacCliffrey c.laillrn, ho~eve1", that h€ has UUt;Nel' beard or read ill 

l)rascntatioTJ o,t the hist.c.)l:',7fJ/ the Re.fomation tl:W.-t .from the position 
a !' l ecturer and f ror his method of narrat.ive W<lS likely t~ prove JlOI"e 
da'OO.gi.rlg t.o tit ... Catholic C1'1urch t:.bm tbat giveu by Acton L"l the open
ing l ect ures o J!' his course . (n['ol'd tlct .Qtl i s Lectures on llodern Sisto!"J," 
I rish t:. ccl . Ree., 1907, 39: 508) . ----...----

ch l ectu,res, !Facca.tfrey oontinu.as, lJare U:/"rM)M'.hy 0 ;' any lll.ar\ claim
i ng to 'be a hL.torian; tlK..;,y area oo'ubly W'l\llort~ ot a {~tholic professor, 
imd they have been t;\rlited by merl., who o'itberdid not unders.tand o r Who 
f\(il:glected thu tirst pl'.inclples of editorial work. tl (~. , ;>10) 

The r e ason fer Act{)Il 1s f ailure is l!fell-atated by ~ccaf£rey as 
!o.llom.t:11tto cttin, however gi f ted, eould have suc cessfully [ oovered 
the whole pericd i .11 modem h1s~ory from t he Jte!131ssan~e to the fievolu
tion in niUi.;teen lectures ,J l1bilst f ew Who had any r egard f.or their 
reput ation as hiatorlans, _ould have displ ayed such a s ingular want of 
.jooutlltmt il$ to have undertaken :i:to . II (Ibid. I 503) In t.·ruth it does 
seem uau oani l estly 1.1lipcts~1ble> t.o give even a :tdcetcll of the history of 
IDll tland, o f .rcst.el'O Europe, and of t.he Uniteci s t.atea in the Cll>lll.paSS of 
nineteen lec tures,. that it- doe£! not tell of $:)und Judgment in A.cton to 
ha.ve atte11lpted it. 1t ( flLard Act on " s Lectures on Model"ll 1l.s t Ol'";f , ti 
ruin . R., 1907, 205 t 298 ) 

he l a.at mentio.ned. 't'irit.er cont inues, 'JTbe COll'..J<ienta of such a man 
Will alif~s be interestintI; tiley will o.t't;en be suggestive.; but when 
based, as those v-e:t'yoona;lonly are, on imperfect kJl()wleJige or an in
accurate underst;.anding o.f the determining facts,. they have n.ot., th8'J 
Ckl.nno.ttk'we any 3ut.bority., u {~. ) 

. These i ntstances of 1m-perfect RnOluedgo and inaccuratel:h"lderstanding 
al'a noted as fel.lows . Itseeus as i f "like Aa.r<'m f s rod - the o<.U!lesi
astical el.eG1ent in h.:l.. &t ory hltS swallowed all ot.llers as tar as Acten 
is concerned. u 'l'hut) tho f'I'@ch war~ of religion are ma de t.o appear 
as $Ole~v r oli)jioua . (Ibid., 28)) 

01".0 reBison for the inadoquaC'J 0.1 
;:.he fact that. Acton SGe£t$to have re :moder n 
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itnr;lish lustory tlainly in the- pas~s 0 f f,iaCaul!iy, ~ho 1$ anythintl. but 
an accurate and true guide on facts und meaning . (Ibi d . , 294) 1hi6 
same defect can be noted $ven in thxt Utct.ure Q)'l the American Uevolu
tion \mieh Gooch praises "ery highly . (~ist . and Hi storians of t.he 
19th C. , 386) The writeroi' tr.e r.dinburtjh Rev~f s articleiIii.iSt-s 
t,hr.t r:ord At!tOll 5et~ to have taken the story rea.dy--made f rom. tho 
1'1tiru!s of' [;'Urke . (2£.:. ~. , 298) 

I ndeed, tteve:F'yni'lere Quad with tbe good, there are f ar too many 
cont~t-i.ou$ IItater.:wnts put .curt .ly in a very :unsatiufactory manner. }1 
([bid., 276) aut a t~eat deal of the re$po1l.sibi.Uty lies on the 
s hoUlders of ttA'J edit ors ,mQ s houl d ha.!le eon'ectae the mimi-fest .. Uter
ax/, and gr w tJ,atiool Q'rors ~Jhich confront trlf' reader in every (~b;tpterJ 
' 1' not in every liinglQ V~~ of t,ne WoUrk . (t"ac C:..'lffrey, Op.:. ~1i., 502) 

fI1'lOt.her respect in which tAaccaftrey notes tlhat Uw (;tUtOI'.s fail is 
not. giving a ain!~le ref erence to the Qutmrities citEd by f< <.'ton f or 
hi.s dOhJ![iJ8.t 1c ut.t.erancaa about the m{)2t debat.abl~ and I'Wst debat.ed 
questions. t hey have allowed l:rinl without note or coElro.e·nt to contra
diet b1I.:'<!1el1'. ( I b i d ., 5(3) l.illy alsO' not.es thia fa ct when be 
discus.sea the various errors 0 ;1:' f a l!t li:,3de in these w cturE!s . (op. 
cit., 229) -

In c.onclusion one might say t ha t it is ffdi ff1.cult to 'bellev-e that 
u student even much inferioll:' to' Aoton would ofrer ouchc:ontratii.ctory 
statOOlents flns tire f ound in th. .. r,ages of these leetures; 611d so, one 
ucust find t.he editors laekin,f, in a f'aittu"'Ul per fOl'!lk'UlOO o,f their task 
t o such an extent thu,t the Lectures lac'.r< b:uch of too value BOO autill)t'
ity t .hey could othenilse !)Os5es.-,. {ltLord AetQI1' !iJ Lectures, " Rdin . 
ft . , 275) -

LE'l'?F.3fS O~ W Er; AC'XM TO UARY GLAts'ro?,&: Letters written bet,"en 18'1 
.md lmT6:-0f ITU·tieul<ir interest for Act..,;n ' s JUdgmeJ,lt on ,"'1" . Gladstone 
nc other politielarlS of the tim",. (E. t . Woodward, ~!'he ?l ..:.ee of 

l.Crrl Acton i n th\.' lJ.boral f!overoont of tl'l..e Nineteen.th Centu.ry, It 
Utle.3, 1939, 4: 21,8) , 

SUll another a.sp-ect o f thes('~ lQtters t.hat is of value 1s Ute l i.r.ht 
t.hey throw on Act.on ' s etbical i ndividualism at the extrBlitll }Joint to 
which biS Q~tJlol1c theoloa could allow him to calTY it . {E.ngel
Janosi, "COrr. between LA a nd Bishop creighton, " Cilmb. ai.s t . J . , 1940 
0 ; .31.7 . ) o. ~~th puh t his l'>ru.;e idea i n a. more radIool way®en he 
says: "If there were such a thing in t he papal COdOQll j.lOathutnous 
exoor~unication, tho soul of I.ol~d P.cton woul d 'be in Sai',e perU. It 
~a1nl.:y will lose the booent of a.ny JilaSSCS that. oay have been pur
chased tor it, GlaCi t he pavl;:)Mt oj' which may be ;;t:Ul standing to its 
credit . '1 ( "llevimt of Lord Acton ' ., Letters to ltClrl :;lads't.one~tl ~at1onJ 
1904, 76 : 253) - . . - --

After such remarks it is difI i(ll.l'tto see the entire vaUd1ty of' 
,ther Thurston I $ remark that 'these Letters present Ifati authentic 

preStmtE.ent of the histodan' a imost tho'ught, wri:tten at a pgriod of 
calm (1681-1884) when the heat evoked by ~ Vat'iean .::ounei! had 
t ime to cool .u ( fl1'h e l.c1.t.e lord .Acton, oath . World, 1906, 8h: 365) 

' -- ~-. - - - . - .- -----
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'bat Father Thm'ston ' 5 st.ate::iI~n.t might be misinterpreted when con
sidered alo:tJa is obvious when 'we no'i:,e t he followi ng quotation f rom 
that same a:rt.icle l ater on . "That he [~ ct.on] was i onaall.:r heterodox 
I do not f or the r:.:O:meflt sugg est. ;;leither do ! believe that he himsel f 
would ever have SttIlct.ione<it.hc pri1'lting Q.t such Ul')r estrained outbursts 
agai.nat t he papal polter a s those whi .ch are illClu.ded in the Drew 
letters. (~. , 371) 

e agr ee with 'lather Thu.l"trt.on in rcgrctti.t!~ t.he publica.t.ion ot these 
1 Il<tt.~l""'J and :i'eelini; that; Acton would never have sanctioned t heir pub
Ii cation . Still ''1(; t hink that t:;'thel-r-ed Taunton is I:lOre correct when be 
U1,Y'S t he blame for the g erlCral soreness against t ne ?apacy, So evident 
in these letters, to jictou ·S reaction to his enrlier 6Xperienc::o$ with 
ecclEsiastical authorities . I-ather Thurstoll does. not. seen quite jlmt 
in a!lSllf!lin,.~ tlvl t the !Iheat evokedu by such c1r~tllI)CeS has died e:lfliay , 
l:i>t least as far as Acto.'1 personally is c:oncerned. (lfA G,reat Lender, fJ 

l'i:i't:.h . 'W., 1906, 54 : 35'6) 1'his is a l so t .OO con victi.on 01.' the wr iter of 
'OiG"&rncle, llLord. Acton and t.ho Rmllbler, n nub . R. , 1907, Iho : 2) who 
says that. tlActon ' a pre judices at times made"1iIG hfst.or.ic.'1l judr;a'li;!Uts 
flagrantly unjust as soue ot !:.ho later l etter s to !..:rs. r.;rf;.cw have con
vinced r;,ost pecOple . 

ut allo'\ling f or tha::.o pr.:jru:iic6.s, t he book 16 still valuabl e i 1> 
t hrowing l~ht ort the · political situation in ingltmd of that day; in 
r evealing Acton ' $ ideas on bi story, writ1n..~, a-tudf" and historians; 
in provicing 'Worth_hile 'verdicts on his torical pfH'sonages or parties 

CW. R. '{'!layer, tlJierlew of Letters of Lord Acton to l.'a ry 
er . Hi .. t . 1(" 19QL., 9 : 8~rr - - - - - -

0 /en though i t be tru.e t hat t.he i deao! publiahi.ng <l selection I) 

those letters was a&reed. to by Acton with certain reservations in 18c; 
(Paul, Int r oductiun to LCl'tters of Lord Acton to t arT Gl adBtone, 5) 
still we <l{,'Tee with those ttr1-t er8 who expressthEi"'t'fiought tbat it,rlould 
have been much better for all concerned if the l etters ood boon edited 
ith u:..O're regard t or tM 1eelings of persons still livin6 ( nLord Acton ' s 

Letters 1 It Spectlit{)r , 1:104, 93 : 428 J and 'nit.h linrr.r, who r ema,r k:s that 
lit 'ffOulc1 save s erved .our turn better had the whole o f Acton's corres

.ponden.ce ::.ecn published at one titile. U ("l..ord Acton: a Study, It Lublin 
~, 1918, 162: 9) 

Acton himseU once s a leh "ho public character ha s ever stood t he 
revelati-on 0 1' pri va.to utterances and correspondence. It ~ Cit ed in f)lge1-
Janosi ' s fJfte flectlons on Lord ;\ct.on ' s Ideas or Bi!)t-or7, ·' Cdth. Hi,st . R. , 
1941, 27: 179) Even one of 'the lett..ers included i n t hb cone-etlan -
bears ntness to .Acton ' s feelint~$ along this line.. ?:riting on Oct. . 3, 
1880 .. he says: It?lea.3c do not d.(!)stroy t.he ease and serenity and con
fidence of nry letter s , nh1cb arc chatted and wOieper ed more than writt 
by want.ing to sh.ow them- even to ~orley, i n "hom I have the great 
r eliance . 1 ahou1d write quite d1f f erl!'lltly, a.s you rightly say, if 1 
lUiS not writm e to the !:..ont ohosen o f correspondents . 9 (Paul, op. cit . , 
l-~ ' --

tt'nd.c r such c ir CUIllstanc.es and considering t ho other piece o t advice 
. i voo i n his lett er on Bosmini th ... t he "s hould hardly have resolved t o 
say all thin to anybod)t but Tvuracl f , rel ying on you no t. to !'!lie 
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Ute exact and r ostricted lr..e~1').'ing of J;W lett.er, fl (t:aleolm hacCall, 
ltLord Acton ' s l.-etters to fulry \.rladstone - r~'!f'.l..t!!'>i, tI ~ortn . ll. , 1904, 
8ITioOri) ' onenonestJ.i wonders how the ectito,r and ~Drew salved. 
their consciences when pUblishing this "Ghwe. . 

LIBFJtAJ..!SM : nT-he dogmatic a.ff"irmation of the absolute i...'luependenee of 
too inciiviciu,al and o f social reason, whereas Ql,tholldty is the d.ogma 
of absolute subjection 0 .1' the individual and of the social order to l:.he 
revealed l aw o f God . " (Cond(;! B. 11allen, ~ is Liberalism, 37) 

Such a de£inition makes one understand wb;r Pius I X \'i'hm~ speaking of 
~ontalembert as a linam.1 Catholic called him only a ruut- <'.atholic. 
(J. B. Bury, tJistory of ~ha Papact ~ 'the l>Sineteen~~ Century, 111) 

ft lilsto:ri.cally, it [ LiberaJ.i5t\l J bas :;)tood for reje ction o f authority 
i n Church ood State; f 01' a repudiation of trad1tioo" cust,om, and c()n
vention . . .• 11 Corr i .gan points out aI.d then adds , "Int egr al Liberalism 
£lakes lflB.n&h~ fi'lt't ster M O Il1eaSW"S of things. and aSGerts hill) indepen
dence of God and Iii vine law. . • • The Liberd might be saved by a 
lm.:k ot logic. Eu.t his pl' iut!iplE!$ led. to destruction. " (Ra.ymond 

t'rigan, S. J ., 'rhe C:;"lureh and 'the t(inetoonth Cc.ntury, 30) - -- _. - - --- -
This l ast point aoout 3; Ltbcral being s aved by a l ack of l ogi c i s 

e.specially noteworthy i n acton' s Cilse~ since even i .f it be granted t hat 
he 1r.l.S. Liberal in the nsui'U mms€ of that '\'ford , hilS actions prO'ii'e him 
to be i llogi cal. in following tho pl'-esc..r1bed courSe of act ~i,on :for a 
UheraJ. . "oUllialn darrY' S et.EllilS to imj}ly as much \'filell he sa.ys th.l't I'la.bso
lutE et,tdc~ cannot be r econciled wiJ.h absolut e £reedoo. eit her in 'the 
i n<tiV'.1dual or in tJ:~ social order ; nevertheless, I{.ctO(l ' s lif e 1lf'd S COtl

$Uitled in the vain attempt to insist em the su~cy of bot.b. It {"Lord 
cton, a St udy, u .Dublin R. ~ 1918, 162: 12) 

. ~ -
b. s1l;:i1ar r ecognition of A-ct.oo t ali. 'COllSi5'tency is noted i n 'the .fol~ow

ing r uLibera.ls, cut a fter the jlltt ern of Lord Acton, are dominated 
sol·ely and wholly by words. ~or them the 'IlK>rld outside bas 1'..c existence 
in realit y . 'J ( "'Lord 4coon J s Lettere, t> illackwood ts Edinbur gh H. , 1913 , 
193: 518) -

These views provide us wi th a t.ruer pi cture or .l! cton as a f..i'beral 
·than does t he statement made by anothl"..r wri t er who:<lalntains t ha. t 
nLord i\ct on W<fS a ~iberal who per f ectly- UP~8toOrl the limits o f bis 
creed. g ( 'I}!usi ngs without !Jethod, It l'~aclmood t8' Edinburgb ft. , 1904, m: m) -

LltmAR1: Acton 's prize libr ary conSis t i ng o f 60, 000 vol umes was bougbt 
by Andrew Cnrnegie, and on Acton ' s death presented to .1ohn ~orle.r, \vho 
in turn gave it to cambr idge Qniversity . It t ook t~ year s just to 
ar rantiG &nd catalogue t he contents . (Sun-ell, op. ~. , 66 ) 

In view of w eh 5tatistica it i s easy to understood }i;) lTY t S descrip
'tion of Acton ~s lIthe llIapol eonof. Liter ature, (who seemed] to conquer 
libraries as the Cor:n.cml won battl~ by un sleeping energy . " (OP. cl~., 2) 
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WltD AC'ro1:i; MiD HIS Clt<CLE: This volume r eally is a collection o r' .l cton I s 
---retters rather-tMn a: blog,l'apny proper . There is a wor thwhile bio

~raphi c.u skE;'tch by this priest .friend 0 1 Acton, but the main ooqy i~ 
the 178 letters dat~d &m 1858 t o :1.864. I t wIle written to correct 
the false impression conveyed bY' Paul ' $ vol ume of' lettel'& . 

his purpose i~ obvious i n t he following trom t .he Introduction : 
Il()ne feature in those letters , which will prot-Ably Seem otran;;;e to 
those who have been aCCUGtomed to (lee ilJ..llstrated in Acton •• s pirit 0'· 
aggression 'aw4inSt ~cclesiastical authority, is ·the mnrufeatation of 
his desire toavo,iQ quarrels and to soften 81'\1 expres sion likely to 
give offence . II (1:x.nv) 

~hlle t(oodward mllintains tm t t a.squ.et" s effort to m:'l.nimize Act cn t s 
1eal autho.rl'ty by his sel e c t i on of letters 

lacks perma.'1etlt interest, it is just that fea ture of thetl thnt makes 
ths:: uue.t'Ul f or our tOlli.c. (n,v. cit., 248) It 1s very wortb our 
while to f i nd out as f,asquet saysttiat un. would SCe1:l f ro;,.. them [ his 
ettera J that, 'whate"'ier potdtion he mo taken in xoegard to the question 

1 !nfallibiU~ before the p.t'011!uli8'tion oj' t he dogma, after' the' 
d~cision he aCt:epted t im Council ..:flu its decr ees as he di d those ot: 
oYcry other Council . It (Gasquet, lltxxv'ii.j 

t hurston hils one criticiGm to make of this volume. ije 8fiJ1S t oo t. fie 
has !lan uncottd'ortable 511t'lplcion t hat. at leaatsome of the om.esion, 
",hieb are here and th~rc indicated by dots are pronpted rather by a 
motive of edi fication tum by &q' real ne~e88ity for co!lsiderinS the 
f eelings of livil11~ p!!raons . StUl, ff Thurston continued, I'it i s not to 
be thought of that Abbot \~"lsque.t would lend l'lit:\selr to &Iythin~ 'I'.il:L1.ch 
8l:.'/.Owted to a substant i al mi srepresentation of t.he general ton E: o f t he 
let.ter !:> , and he t1or~ than once lays stress upon the sincerity o f pur
pose o f both Acton and his correspol'3dent . 1l (OP. ~., 360) 

It seem:> tl'lit 7'at her 'l'hurst.on baa answered his o<m difficulty . 

IhHD- ITH:)'AIl'IN(h Appointment giVC5lf.l Acton by Queen Victoria of which 
ig~is expressed t he f ollowin?, aerlt.iClent : "It :1.5 n<>t i nsi jWl.flcant 

f or Enelish habits that t he only phice in he ,:Overnment f or a IIlBn deep 
in the counsels 0 :' t.he chief of party, a."kd ktlOlll.ng more than nearly 
all the Cabinet put togettEr , silould have been t hat of a Lord- in
.;ait1ntt . n (Churche s in the Modern St.-ate, 255) 

. --- ' ~ 
~_ ___ _ __ _ ~_ __ Review • 

_ .. - 'L His vie 

Article writ tE'.n for the October 1869 issu 
Reveals I,cton ' 8 mis conception o f this 
is t~ enerally cliscredited t.oday. 

'%fiY'S UJ<::JI')CHAGY' It! El1ROPE'" ~ This r eview oi' Uay' 5 book actually consti-
t utes a mi nor trca£is e on 'tho 81lqject of liay ' s book, Democracy'. 
l:atul'ally such a t opic 30 dear to Act on ts heart provided him with many 
an oecas ion to express his vieIf£; on that topiC. I t is also an excellent 
exa.r.ple 01 Actcn t 8 reviews in the sense that it illustrates hi.s pro
clivity f or \Wing an idea expressed by' the author reviewed to develop 
his own ideas o tl that same subject . 
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'UcKIfWI!1 ' S LIfE 0 <; IIDLLUiGBlWKE": One ot the poorer revic'wa of ACton . 
!11 it }m makes II stater;ent on the 'Tories t hat ill ona of the least 
rJr'lture of his prououncereents. (~ tit.hew, ~ cit., 138) 

,'tNI GH : Bavnrian capital, which in tho second half of the nineteenth 
century was the home of hig h scholia'shlp, f rankly mld agr"ressivel...v in 
the 3ervk e o f the Church . {corrignn. op. cit., 76) Another l-'Oint o f 
i nterest concerning this site of ActonT$ early training under Dolli1ller 
is t'..ado by iLcton bmself i n hi!.; article about the l unich Congress . f 
Gays: "i'he:re is no centre or learning in Germany, and no theoloel'ieal 

adquarters. • . • '!'hey have not yet f ou.c;ht out with t,heirown re
sources and on toea own beilal.f , tht~ r:reat controversies of' tnOdcrn 
t hooloa . ft (~~ l!oreign Review, January 1364, 2l0) 

Uln CH OOii<JRiiSS; 1 ceting called by 
ll::;peC't. 

u~..:.t At(l :;; Lh"T'!'lm TO '1'HF: DUIffi or. NOlaOLK: " The" a1l5'Aer to t.he dil~a 
posed by tiI aditono i.ii!iIs V atican L"crees pmlphlet.. 'f'his answer en
bled Act.l)n to a.ccept tha Vut.1can Decrees in their £.'11til"et.y, tiS he 

oonfitled to Lady Blenneroososctt . {W. L. Bl ennerh3.8sett, op. cit .• , 184} 

W.)A CK' S t1ORKS ; Oescbich'tmdaSet15chsft und i1arbeit (193:5) and Katholldt;at 
und Geist.esf reIB"tiI't . (1936) -- t.na ttvo-;Qrks by Ulrl.ch Uoack constitute 
i.""Systr.;-1n8tlc revie\'( of Acton 's thought and t herel'ore one should consider 

hGi3 . carefully. en'll th()u~{h L hey ::light be expanded 0'1' eorre.oted in 
int a o f detail . (Eng.el.- Janosi. , liThe Corr •. of L.A. and B. r:; ~ fI Jlh 

nOflF..L PRI ZE OF 1902 .1 When considering the awards of too t year th< 
President of the :;'1t'Iedieh Acad~r quoted Lord Acton I s opinion onth 
sUf.reoc excellence of Theodore r W.J'lsen ' s History of too Roman Law as 
testilaony worthy o f note- a f a ct. tdlj,ch indicates "'"£he r eputati01l Acton 

!ld among Eur ope.an schol a.rs. (Wthe rate L-ord Acton, '" })iin. R. , 505) 

~VIh'W : Another journalist i c ve.'1turo that Acton embarked 
on with ~etherell as comprolion. J . ?i . "l'homP$O!l says of it that Acton 
"helped "detMl'oll, editor of the Catholic Chronicle, to revise the 
orth llrltish fleVicw on liberal Cat.holic lines . It (A history of ui :st vr-

i cal ifri tine, 2: ))1) --

In this periodi cal as wito the eCU'lier onterpr ises lieuman fOUi.d i t 
n~ce8sary to dise.gree . !/ewma..tl felt t hat Acton and ~ether-&ll .ere us1.t'lg 
langooge that was too offensive to achieve anyrea.l. good. lie felt t hat 
the excesses l1bich A.ct.on So denounced w()l:'a not nece5sarily the index of 
an atti~J.d;e fli1ich hnd ex.i.sted f roll'l t oo very .first; but that often they 
were mor e a reaction and protest t.o developing circunwtances. and were, 
t herefore, indefensibl e but In tur al. ~rri1frid Ward, '!'be . Life of John 
~ Newman, 2: 2~~) - - - --

,'his view of Newman is obvious in the f ollo.wio.!. letter he wrote to. 
'etherell on !Iovember 7, 1869: II I t [~ P..ritish Review] has 'to r.;;;e, 
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only one faul't , but a serious one. ! don ' t want a revieit' to be 1"e11-
iOus, OJ'!' ~ven t o profess CI.lt,holicity; but did not! knolt Mw quarter 

" .nonce it c.a..~e, 1 should ttti.nk it. \'1r'ittEJU by liberal :;'l,cctclm1en, rel1:-
iOU5 in a wa,y, who looked at the Church as a fict.ion of t/ue past." 

{(',msquet , .ruLo cit . , xxxij) 

W'fES : These scraps of thou;lhtz Acton jotted down are pr eserved i n 
boxes 300 boxes in the teeton collection. • .atheYI says of t.hem that the7 

· bt.ness o f toudl selaom. f ound in Acton' 9 published letters 
ore elabora.te ~orks •. • Sese to give himself up to the joy 

cMse. " C.ru!.. cit. , 15 

Of trn)se notes, Ji,;oiJel- Jlmosi also ree;arks t:Mt they are too nl.I!1U;lroos 
£01" detailed examination, but they bear witness to the illexhaustibla
ess of which !lis .f'riendl:S speak. (uRe£lectlons on Lora Acton ' s Ideas 

of History, fI ,Fnt~lio Hist • .&.' 1941, 37: ~67) 

nnL'- CnmL! C'S": .schi!lll)l1 t1 c 
defitlition oJ: Infnllibility. 
Acton nor Do.l11nger rlid. 

oup XO'med aftar the Vntican Council·s 
thoug b Friedrich joined t11em,neither 

O!1001'T: Usn school wbere Acton received .his early trainimr.. 

1t P'";)1.!TlCAL TmUGIfl';.1 ON TIL CHlJRCHu: At'ticlo writ ten for Rabler. 'Fi gais 
i VC.s it as an article in an 1858 issue, While Gasquet. places it as 

one f or the January 1859' issue . 

Interesting s um:;,ary of the (hurchtsro 
'oms t.t1rougbout history . Int.eres ting th 

ship between Olureh I s teachings and their 
cal milieu. 

in regard to political 
hts on tho close relation

;,netration into the politi-

P1HSEClYi.'IOR": Article in the llnrch 1862 issue of 
the rtmnbler. ~icveral statements in the article stress t ,be i dea that 
i'x'OOOOl>l requires tho exiatan ce of. error. In view of the radical 
notions held in this article, It 13 '6'OI'th noting that (j,usquet ascribes 
this article to S1I:lpson. Woocivr.u-o pointfl out that Profes sor Whitney 
ays tbt: style is different r,roc. Acton' $; and t':'etberell admitted his 

,emolj" ",an not always trust~'iOrthy in reeall1n~ the authorship of these 
n;'f:loun art.icles in hiG 1I'ar ioua j . ..)urnals . (a. o. Coulton, "£" 1stak 

Ascription to Ae"t<ln~ » ~ dlOt . !!=.' 1931, 46: lJ6O) 

as 

cton. " 

:O.ochltar d also insists t hat thase article.s ure f!largely h"lsed ( 11't~ 
tWeG verbatim) on information supplied 'by Acton. 1l (0,; . cit., 2h9) 

ooch is of the Game opinion when he notes : fl r.l'OQ P.ome-ActOn ::tent. to 
llio{!er f ull reports OIl which the Letters of ()l1rlnuS!I were largely 

b."ised . " (~~ t ti,s torians ~ 19th c., Jajj , 
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iiorl-ey would. hold Dollinger l'eaponsible .for this 1'lor:k.. (John 
Morley , He-collections, l:, 135n) TJds sees to be Figgis' vie-w a.lso, 
for in tt~ UiC'bioncfry o f t~atwnal LliogrQpb.y in his article on t\cton, . 
Figeis aaysT !IActon ivoiili partialli responsible f or Quiri nus's 
del i verancea. I n SOUlO PM1Ces the sym:t>athics 0 .1' the writer are St.l'011g

ly 'ia,111ean- 'a point of vir,;<W which appealed to Dollinger but never 
to his pupil. rl (p. 10) Writing in 1930, Butler sS7s quite definUely 
that "'It is known that the wri ter was Dollin{~erJ but thet were made 
up from mat erials sUPf~l1ed to him :from Home by three cor respondents 
closely in toudl with the principal w'uority bishops and vdth the 
embassies of t~ Oltholic goverm ents , and 50 Were (pr esul'!labl,y) " 011-
infonced on ffbilt U <llfS go i ng on ••• ~ of the correspondent.::> tor 

irlnus can be identified- [Jr. JiX'iedrieh a.M. Lord Acton, 1't •. . the 
one acting QS tr.eo1o&iall t.o cardinal Hohcnlohe, ·"lID vms brother of 
Prince ;~henl()he , the Bavarian foreign ltinister J. and the ot.her 1n 
contact l'flth Cl nds tone.. ( Cut hbert Butler, The Vatican Council, h 
256) 'this idea of Acton serving ~16 s c.pp1i-Cr· of too 1d.eas atid' Dol
linger (ttl the a ctual author is also expressed by 'i'hmil.pson (Q2.. cit., 
540) and ;teuben Parsoos (St u di ee in Church i1i 6tory, 6 : 1;19- 420) 

Gooch adds the na."!l('l o f StrosSJ:myer as the t hird correlJpon<ient . 
(F.ist. and Hi.nt oriaus in "the 19th C. , 559) \qhile Paul M. Eau."!Jgartcn 
in his art.icle on (;')UirimtS in . t he Citholic Enstclopedi-a states that 
'f~~ do not as y et POS15.0SS a c cuI'nte fL''lo>'flea.ge concerning Acton ' a share 
i n tht1 \'fork io.1om as I'tLettel:'s f I'OOl i'.omc . tl En',Jel-JanoGi. believes that 
"The quest1.on o f the a;\:1thorsni p of the Juirinus-If le-tters may perhaps be 
solved aIt er g siutV liaS been tnade of tIlt) -r taPOrts Yfhleh Aett;Jll t:iel'lt h'olll 
,iOlla to thQ l~itish govcX't1Ol!ent . tf P·So.m.e Not-as • • .. , it 358) 

Buq e:x:p.r eSStils t.he case as follo-we; lf3uspicion ali.ghted for Ii IlaQillent 
on the attache 0 1 the i:.tavar1an E1tloassy, Count Louis v'on Ar co and also 
on Aoton. But 't hey finally concentrated t hems elves on the Pal<:t.z:.o 
Va.lentini. t he r esidence of Cardintill Hohenlohc, and a scrio"d the .author
ship to P-rof'easo1:' Medrlch. • • • . fi l"iedrich a.bsolutely denies t.ile 
charge; he says that the lett.ers could not ha-ve been t he 'ROrie of one 

l"SOU alone . !} (~. cit., 87) 

,~ "ill another version i s f orwarded by ~alcohl ttaco:>ll, who says 
that "rt i s a slip to say that . • • Letters to Quir inus in AUf!.a!lein.~ 
!.eit ur.g l'ei7re:sent the collected and publGSedl ett;era and r eports Q1' 
Acton to Dollinger and Gl adstone. ['!'hey were] pr" bably i nspired by' 
,' cton~ but quirinus ia the ' nor.; de plume' of Dr. R.einken.a, who 
attended cardinal Hohen1ohe, the f irst bimlop o£ tol d catholics. ' n 

( 111..01'0 Acton ' i3 Lettcl'$ ~a t'ary Gl adstone, If r{)rtn~;htq R., 1904, 
81 : 10101 - - --

RAPBI.J1lh earliest jOUl"l'l<lliBtic vent.ure of ! etan . 
- . 

Rlt"GIUS PiiOPESSOn, Position g iven Acton at the recomcend_tt.1on of Lord 
Roschery in 1B95. 'rhe 'limes f or ~'ebruaI}' 19, 1895 r a'l<:!l:'ks t ha·t uon 
the whol e 'Wa faney' ·that this apilOintl:lent will. be l'ecei veO with hope
.ral Q.'tpectatian by t he edUcated public. Doubtless it. will ol'i'end the 
sensitive sensibilities at more t han one orthodoxy . " (p o 9 ) 

An interesting point i s {::nde lJl this s~e articl e when they not.e 
t.t)l:lt "1'he new Prof ossor i s by bi .r t h andedueat.iOfl n Rolaatl C!-tholic, 
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and he is probably the first l:ll.fll'lOOr of that faith who hi".5 htr..ld high 
o ffice in either of our national. Uruvers1ties since the r eign of 
James II . l! (Ibid) --

Stm".1Ung up Lo.! -d Acton, one writer remarked t hAt tithe peer 3nd the 
politician in him .jer e subsidiary, as it were , to the professQr . n 

(tlLord A.ctoll - In Geneml. It At..heoae~1 1902~ ' 11'(: 32) 

,Ju at lihatw'as Acton as a prof essor rw.r:r be gathered i'rOJ'TI. suehtes'ti
:.ony <~s ¥1ggi8 provides in '('be Church in the Uode.1"n s tate · ~<hGre he says 

.....,.....,. ---... --~ of Acton that Dais lectures nad no t tIle abundant t ertilivy o f sugges-
tion which chara cte:l:'ized crei ghton. . . • He bad not Maitlanej ts fSi.f t 
of his'c.oric ilaaLrination . • • • Yet in one respect his lectures ?,Ic:re 
tlOr e iJr.pressiva than those of either . • . • hee%celled thon in moral 
pasBi.on and dignity atlli .:~e1ght 0;[ eloquen.ce. t{o one could Hsten to 
hill1 without beirLg convinced of tne treaendous issues wfu~h lie in 
poUtical choioe, ·or o f t he absolut.e difference b~tween right and 
'itt'or..g dol:tlg.. I t wa.s this bunting conn eti.:m of lihe eternal distinc
tion bet. .. .een good ana bad, tlnd t he mte~HJUrable gnlf thaI;, di.vides 

- exlJooiconcy f rom juat1c.u, th,·1.t g ..... .,e t o his lect.ures, his writings, and 
Ms lif e trlOir peculiar. s igni ficance-. f! (p-. 259) 

"The re was a simplid.ty o f life, a nobleness o f pur !X'se, and a !~olid 
ba,Sl.$ o f pr1nciple of tt.~ich all were oonaciou:s, to t hat proved Acton ta 

ie! attractions in the op.inion of Henry E. Tedder . ( "Lora Acton as 
nook Collector, II r!oceed1ntts t) f British Acarl~, 190J-1904~ 1: 2gh) 

Such accounts prepare o.ne f or the f ollowi t't; cr10ring t aatimony cited 
by Uaxy DreY <.QE. cit., 2hO ) '''i'nere wa!3 .Ii magnetic quality 1n his 
voice, Ii light 1tl his eye t hat compelled obedience .t'r m !..he tr.ind . 
never before hadyottnglaoo come into the: pr-esenooo;t;" such int.~ns.ity 01' 
COllvict.ion as W3..S shown by ever:! liard Lord Acton spok@.. It took p:>sses
sion o f Mia whol e being w.ld seemed to eni old i t in i to (tim i'latae. · !" Of'e 
tban all else it was this oonV'.i.et1o~ tMt gave t o his Le:ctures their 
amazing force <mtl v'ivac1.ty. n Of ... nrailln:" nature 1.5 Gooch's expressed 
lJl his -<;t'lld1es in ~fodern Hist.or"J tfhere be speak s of hi.a belov{)d f omer 
teacl1e r · as follows: · ~"TMU;?;n not the greatest historian, he una the 
most COlJ.~ing personality who held the (,,hail' of ~od,ern Hit; tory. The 
Qrlivel"sity has never possessed a. tea.oher more capable of inspiring his 
stUdents to r e:;earch and ref l.eet.ioc or one tl10re r eady to enter lnt.o 
their intereats . 1! (po 315) 

It i s easy to nee t~ th~ justice to CX'ane Br-inton ' s point ' 
ttl<lt Itctm ' 5 l'mas t PO~e%Jt influence ht..s been felt througb the ::,ten who 
studied under him at Qunbridge, wl'.an one r e.calla the above t o"Jtil!lt>niea. 
(nI...ord Act on ' s Philosophy of H1stot"'.r, U Rarva.rd 'l'he.olo;;ieal Review, 
1919, 12. ur ' . 

far we have pointed out the s tudents ' react.iona to their' t ea cher. 
It is worth noting .one react.iou o f t.his tea¢her toti1s pupils . Qu one 
occasion Acton retIt&rked, til don ' t like clever young mon. lt And Pollock 
who· re.;:orts this alBO &dds that Act on t st.<!Qching was always d'lreeted 
to prevent his pupi ls :trom gett.i."lg the consciousness of being clever. 

01) . cit' • . J )11) 
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aot only studetlts but el. so f ellow- proi'''!ssors were i JlflueJ1 c.ed by 
f\ ct.on. '5'b'u.s we find HElginalti 1,. ;oole statinJ tbat "Pis in.rluenC6 at 

.mb!'idbe was per haps even stronger !1.L'lO!l (~ t,lIC tca<.ih&rs o f hist.ory 
than alllOJ1;: his under;:;radllate pupils." ( "John Etlcrich , fnl"o Acton," ' 
b14:lish liifit . H. , 1902, 17: (.99) It. ~ms probabl y SOL,€ auen viel'l tr);:J t 
'<:t1!sed rhOlll.!)son(op. cit •• .:UO) t o nlr!(' ct..on ;,8 the" rea.! .fouadol' of 
he DuaiJr1dp.:e 3ch;)OI OTili story. 

f. don certainly 
'r,l'ithi .n hi::; r~e 

:;i ... t oric::J. critic 
e;:!t-imute . ,. Clsar 
bts j oogr.'.crrb!l , he 
e11viat'li.e cor:\l;'I.and 

,';hile i 
'7"~Ul thli: o~.m 
helpful 
;1.rni thi 

_ _ __ __ __ _ ___ ! 1902, 

.: o.r 'th 

POlJes 01: M'le .r,enaiSlS<1nCe 
889, XI\] : hIlt ) 

conclusi on 
r ccove tho 1'e-

03 t. O T studies . Ids 
trJe r es!lOnsibility of his 

$ a 

ut 
sal 
his 

.eVicus of roOKs , accor ding to cton, constituted a sort of 
"an inverted Index!! l'htlch l'Io:rved t.hl:t yUT1..'Ose o f f.;u.a .rdill<~ !:len lta~Qirlst 
desult.ol'j' , caaul:tl , dj.aoormcctcd reading , tmE".ll m~.Jl are a t the raercy of 
te'llporary r <:j>utat:i.on i$ndeven of ncci.dcntal encount ers . n (1!:u ;rcl- Jonosi, 
"(X)rr. of £A and e. ,'! J US ) 

"A r..sn [ such a~ cto.{1 prtlplired to rt'>cciv(; so lcuci1 ben~1'it 
book~ 'Was bouni to r egara l.hP rkcre t'ierk 0 ;' discussing rooks and crlti
cisin/· U tall an a n itl!pOrt ant oontr:i.butiQI1 tQ personal ... ,,6 social 
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elfnr~ . • • • [ ThiS] lU~() cel ps to explain the degree to which t eton 
\1(,,,8 mllin,: to devote himself to the \'fOrk at' revletfing . ;t ,Ibid.) 

In listiflt1 the qualities pO.i sessed as a reviewer, l£at.hew gives the 
foll.ot1iin~ for Acton; (1 ) tartness of e.xpression , (2) an tipatby to 
he!'o 'OOrship.. (J) pl;;1.Y on bOur<:es, · (4 ) liking £or wide canvas and 
striking and f<ir-reaching impllcations, (5) tracing of lde351 and 
(6 ) ultrestri.tined bibliograpr.ical erudition. (op . ~., l;;Dff) 

J:,ven shorter notices of books betray tbis intilllnte and detailed 
knowledge of docUl .ents flnd au'thorities tlwt i.latbew reters to. 
(D. t:; . B. , 9) 

heft one remembers the prolif ic flow of such r eviews froo ', cta l 'S pen 
he haa )1 such reviews and s horter notices :in the ilme and i'oreign 

oview f or January 1863 i ssue alnne'-- one appreciates the Yoholdng 
c~t of l~oole all the lTIore: . » Lol"d Acton ' s revi(~TiS of books are 
ot so helpful in guidintt us to t he value of the book dealt with • • .as 

tl:>.ey am as contributions to the literature on t.he f>'Ubjeet itself, with 
hardly an exception pe.."'tlGnent achievmetlts of the finest quality. 
(Op. cit., 696) --

tt J2I.'3I<: AND FALL OF Tn''. l.1£XIC,M; t'Mi'IRE" : Lecture delivered .at Bridgnorth 
Literar y and Scientific· Institution on Varch 10, 1868. Subject is 
obvious- de;;>iction o f t.he career 0 .£ !<!axir.:ilian in l!e:dco. Again this 
leotureshows a ::;orf: fluent .r.nd und~l'standable style than his reviews. 
It oontains nooe pertl.nent renarks about dcmocraqy lind empire t-hnt arc 
intel'estir.g • 

S&rRET HIS'l'OfiY 01 O:MU.£S II I Piece written by Acton, which while 
aiel" reuding than most reVie\llll, still is lllarked by a certain it 

o f tone . . eathew l1ndlOto t hat Acton had no understandin,& of 
tion '"'milieu rt , dldn-..:>t liko its OO-'I'fQy wit , purpoaefu1 rr'-volity . 
cit . , 127) 

11f-, ClJItRESPOIJ)SlHJE 01' T£l;~ rrJ;.P.5t
{' LORD ACTON: Contains 

praCtically aUt tU3 le'tters of inportance to J l ad5tone and timmatl 
lis volw=e like that edited qy Paul creates the impression that I\oton 's 

subrlission h&d the appearance of diplomacy, ~8 in the case of Talle'J rand, 
states Barry, ,and then adda. tin sup.,JOsition I do not grant . 1} (OP. cit., l) 

-......--

The 'triter fOJ: the t~onth (1917 , 130: 568) in his article, "Lord 
Acton IS corres}:ofldence, "says that 'Vfheir [ the editors] chief perplexity 
- <.no a not unreaoonablo one - l'Ieema to havl; been to understand how a 
man wllo, could inveigh So bitterly against the Fapa.cy, and say such 
thinr~6 agalnat the Ultrawontanes f or being loyal. to it; how one who, 
animated by ' t hese pre.posses5iott3, could oppose himself so vinorously 
to ,the In.tallib1l1ty of tbe Vatican C.ouoci.l - could, "hen what he feared 
bad become the la.ot the Church, havo none the less decided not. to 
quit its oomt:lunion, but have r e:,ained in it till 'the end of 11i.s life, 
though, as his sUbsequent letters prove, he never chan~ed his views or 
even the external expression of thea. " 
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As long as Que belioves as the above writer doell, it is easy to 
understand hts remark t hat ho l'taols like 't.hese editors t hat the whole 

hing 18 a. pU".5z1e which he is aho 1JI1able to solve, and would honestly 
wish that the letters had never been published. (Ibid., 569) But it 
does seem t ,hat Enrry's belie.! th<'lt kton wtlo s incereand not iZarely 
being diplomatic in his acceptance ot I nfallibility is tho truer 
estiMte i f one -al.lows t or the omnipresent misconception of t.!la t dOgntl 
that iI cton held. 

RORlJU: "t ots body ot dogro."l't.ic teaefl.i. ll;1, 1-ut a li.st or index, 
issued to bishops , of errors condet.lned in thtl allocutions and enClc1i
cals of Pius IX; t o each .of the eighty propositions i .8 attached the 
ref er!1nce to the ooetn!lents wherein that error " as condemned, mld in 
a'der t o understand the sev-eral eondmnations and tl'.e nature oj' the 

er1"OX'S, recourse must. be had to the or i ginal dOClUJents, the contexts 
not the face value oJ the pro~ositi()ns , affording the key to the right. 
l:nterpre·tation . tI (Eutl~.r, The Life M el Times o f tlishop UUathorne, 
2: 95) -~ - - -~ - . . 

,varian home 0 1" J.ctou. 

I mh "'rhe centralhing tendency within the Catholic Ohurch; 
ttv.>Ol<ing beyond 't.he tooutlUlill8; " a reaetion to =rcnch Gallicanistll., and 
tkl'Qan Febr oniatlism and JoaephiSlll. Also o pposed to Liberalism. 
t11t~ontanEts were vigorous support.ers of Papal I nfalllbility, the 
exercise of the :pri..."13cy and increa.sed papal prestige. II {Corrigan, 0 .... . 
~. , 309) 

Acton looked on 1l1tramontanist.l 88 t he flaupreoe and tri:umpbantex
pr>' ssion of t.he principle ot 1l8cb1avelli. It ( ItLetters 0:£ .Lord Acton to 
a¥"; GlAdstone, " Athenaeum, 1904, 486) But the harshness wi th tfbich 

llcton always regal-ded ultramtmtane$ was due to that bitter f eeling 
which aros€) trom bis earlier .experiences wittl repr esentat.ives of that. 
5chool~ (7if.f{is and Laurence, rtL">tol"'.( of ~'reedom, .xxv) rather than a 
true s tudy of the movetlent . -

.tha t· s more the Jtdifficulty created by Lord Acton t s peculiar atti
t ude of reind towards OH.ra:l.ontanism is a di!!'icult.y wh1cb must be 
f airly faced. • •• Creat as Acton's qualities were, his jurl~ent in 
certain matters in 'iilich his sytlpathie13 were lIIJarm1:y enlisted did not 
always hold tIll) balance even . Lord Acton by no means possessed the 
cool, impartial temper proper to t.~e hist.orian . lI (Herbert Thurston , 
'Tho Lat.e I.ord Acton, 1f Cathol'ie liol"ld , 1906. 841 J69) Still mlOther 

wri'teragJ'eos >subswntiaI1j 'wIth 1'tiurston lihen he says that there is 
"danger ot allowing t.he r elig:i.ons idea t o absor b the individual . Thia 
i .s particularly true of his attitude to'Wal"d13 those WOOct he cal15 Ult-ra-
.ontanes . He seems to have his Ol'ln peculiar de finition of the word 

and he applies his O\Wl peeulial' standard of critidSl:l with unspari.tle 
vigor. £t (OUver R. itlcbardson, "Lora Acton and his obiter Ciota o:n 

-story,lI Sewanee Review, 136) 
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Qrant- i."Iu"ff notes a similar confusion in Actonta UBC of the word. 
He says, "The use of tbe ~Jord tJltramontane in these letters [ to l<ery 

rcw) puzzles me . Pre.tty late in the 601 :1 I had s:nd in an iltticle 
t ha I;. ActO"n and his associates in the Church Were not Ultl"8montar1cs., " 
but he oaintained they l'!ere. :1het..her it was tlTlt in later life, he 
ell into ordinary pllrlancol' or whet.·her after the Council of 1870 he 

deliberately cltMged tt-.e phrase by which he ld,shed to he designated, 
a'!l not sura. The word had altered its meaning more than onCe i n tile 

eourse 01' history. II (C'rant- l":'tU'f, op. cit ., 773) 

.hat Grant-D'u!'r re\t!arks above can be noted also in the f ollowinz 
letter Acton w:rote in 1861 whfO re he protests against his not being 
c!on6i dered an l1ltrar;;ontane. "1 must pl"O'l#est agaln.?t 'the distinction 
be'twe€ll ul'traroontnne and historica14 EVerything syst.<matic is anti
histQrical. • •. tor ~ part I believe :r;y$e~' just. as much an ultra-

ntane as a partisan of the h1.storlcal school . U {Oesquct, OPe cit., 
235) - w_. 

This ear.lier favorable interpretation 1s Obvio-us in th~ two fol
lowing quotatious frm Acton ' 5 article on Ultr~~tltaniStll, which 
appeared in the July 1863 issue of the Home ood fbreign Rp..view. -- .. '-

"rrotC' stant obsorvera have adopted a designation to i ndicate the 
esoteric s pirit of catholicism, the real essence of the systetl 't:.noy 
_PI_'oSC. That deslgoot,1tm is lJltrW'ilontan1am • .o... Ultr acontanism 
stands in the same relation to Cttho11cism in matters of opinion as 

tholici3ll'1 to Christianity in mntter5 of fa.ith. It a~f1.es a habit 
of int ellect C?Tlyi!\~ forward the enquerie s ~nd supplflQcntlz'\g the l'lOrk 
of autbJrity. It 1mpUea the leg,1t1r3atc union of religion mthsclence, 

ld the conscious intell:1gible hanlOny of catholici:m with the systE.tJlS 
a i ' ~ecular tl"Uth. Its basis is authoritg , but its dcr...ain is liberty, 
and it reconciles the ol"..e with the other. It (pp. 16h-165 ) 

And on page. 205, Acton remarks: tfP1hen a man has rea11;;" J:erformed 
this double t.-ask, - when he ms woliced out the problem o f science or 
politiCS, on purely s cient1fi o und political principles, and then 
controlled t his process' by the doctrine of the Church, and f ound its 
rosults to coincide with that doctrine, then he is an Ultr~ntane 
in the real Uieani ne 0.£ the term - a Gatholic in the highest sense of 
c., tbolicima. lt 

tlVAfrI ('All COU1ICILtI : Arti cle for riorth _ _ v_~_ .itle i ndicative 
both of' content and v<U-ue . 

~ t~'-, _£'Y,_ 

tr1;'AR Oi 1870" : Lect.ure delivered a t the Er1~nortb Llterary and Scienti
fic Iustitution on April 25 , 1871 . Rat.her heavy :reatitl!;;i not r~rticu
larly noteworthy in any respect . 

u LSEY 111m THe DIVORCE Of TmYRY \lIlI" : Article 1n the Qparter1.l fteneTI. 
of January 1577 C~p . 1-(4) in which Acton r cvieots Ur . Brewer I 8 ~', 'Work 
and at the $&.C time exposes Actonls visws on the topic. ,'icton's antar,on
i S1I1 to pcr8ucution under r eligiou5 pretext ~very obvious in the art ' cle . 
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