
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 

Day 1 – Tuesday, 12 March 2024 

Time (EST) Session Description 

 
09:00 – 09:05  

 
Administrative Announcement 

09:05 – 09:10 Opening Remarks by Mr. Salvatore Sciacchitano, President of the ICAO Council 

09:10 – 09:15 Keynote Address by Mr. Vumlunmang Vualnam, Secretary, Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) 
Government of India 

09:15 Opening of the Exhibition 

 

09:15 – 10:00 COFFEE BREAK  

Sponsored by Empic 

10:00 – 11:30 
Session 1: Directors General Panel: A strategy for a Civil Aviation Authority 2.0: Digital Ideas 

to Serve the Aviation Ecosystem to the Benefit of the Community. 

The involvement of new stakeholders in international civil aviation has led Civil Aviation 

Authorities to reconsider their approach to regulation and certification, while maintaining the 

highest levels of safety, security, efficiency, economic development, and environmental 

sustainability. As they are embarking into transformation to accompany a fast-evolving aviation 

ecosystem, they also need to maintain the commitment of their personnel and the trust of the 

public. Directors General of Civil Aviation Authorities will lay out their plans to develop user-

oriented services that support the timely deployment of digital innovations in their civil 

aviation system. 

Moderator: Mr. Christian Schleifer, Council Representative of Austria and the Abis group at 

ICAO 

Panellists: 

- Mr. Homero Francisco Morales, Executive Director, El Salvador Civil Aviation Authority  

- Mr. Charles Kraikue, General Director, Ghana Civil Aviation Authority 

- Mr. Fernando Naranjo Elizondo, General Director, DGAC Costa Rica  

- Mr. Koen Milis, Director General, Belgian Civil Aviation Authority 

11:30 – 12:00 
My Thesis in 180 Seconds 



 

Students in STEM fields related to aviation from universities across the globe will be invited to 

present the main topic of their thesis, exploring various technical or policy aspects of 

digitalization in aviation – all in 180 seconds. 

Panellists: 

- Mrs. Katerina Grotchelova, Czech Technical University 

- Eng. Sara Dabbas, Al Hussein Technical University (HTU) 

- Mr. Andras Galffy, CEO, Head of Research & Technology, Turbulence Solutions 

- Mr. Eugene Ng, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University Asia 

- Mr. Muhammad Danial Azraf Bin Muhammad Mazlan, Temasek Polytechnic 

12:00 – 12:30  

 

The Future of Satellite-Based Communications and Surveillance by Mr. Juanjo Cornejo, 

Startical 

A new allocation to AMS(R)S (aeronautical mobile-satellite (route) service) in the aeronautical 

VHF band (117.975 – 137 MHz) has been approved after a 4-year cycle of intense work at the 

ITU. 

With this new attribution, Startical can make use of the aeronautical band from space so its 

satellite constellation can offer VHF communications services (voice and data) and surveillance 

in oceanic and remote areas without any modification in existing avionic. This will be a huge 

benefit for the aeronautical community, increasing safety, efficiency and allowing the use of 

new optimal and more ecological routes. 

 
12:30 – 13:30 LUNCH BREAK  

Sponsored by Indra 

13:30 – 15:00 Session 2: Digital Twins in Aviation - Twice as Many Opportunities? 

Aviation stakeholders have progressively captured their physical assets in a digital format. This 

has led to the creation of digital twins and to new opportunities. Manufacturers have taken 

advantage of the technology and created live digital models of their products, machinery and 

even their manufacturing floors. In addition, digital twins can be used to enhance aircraft 

systems design and manufacturing, or maintenance operations. 



 

Moderator: Mr. Thomas Romig, Senior Vice President Safety, Security & Operations, 

Airports Council International (ACI) World

Panellists: 

- Mr. John Gradek, Faculty Lecturer and Coordinator of the Aviation Management 

Program, McGill University’s School of Continuing Studies 

- Mr. Robert Freitag, AVP, Chief Technology Officer, NAV CANADA 

- Mr. Jia Xu, CEO, SkyGrid 

- Mr. Richard Vilton, CEO, Emu Analytics 

- Ms. Lynette DuJohn, VP, Innovation and Chief Information officer, Vancouver Airport 

Authority 

15:00 – 15:30 COFFEE BREAK 

 

Unlocking Airport Efficiency with AI-Powered Digital Twins by Mr. Alvaro Gil and Mr. 

Camilo Valderrama, GSS – Human Engineering 

Explore the transformation potential of AI-driven Digital Twins in aviation. These virtual process 

replicas not only help optimize terminal operations but also shape infrastructure evolution. 

Combined with predictive analytics and operations knowledge, we can anticipate bottlenecks 

and enable proactive solutions. Learn about the requirements and investment required for 

such a journey. Let’s reimagine the future of aviation, one twin at a time.  

15:30 – 17:00  Session 3: Digitalization in Aviation: Tackling the Challenges 

A digital world suggests a dedicated set of policies and regulations that guarantee at least 

similar levels of consumer protection, ethics, safety and security as in a physical world. In 

addition, the digitalization of the aviation system poses challenges for a number of Civil 

Aviation Authorities, as it disrupts long-established practices. The transition from paper to 

digital data-driven technologies comes with important changes and challenges for aviation 

stakeholders, particularly in relation to data management, interoperability, advanced analytics 

and cybersecurity, to name a few. The objective of this session will be to explore these various 

challenges and identify how CAAs can prepare for a responsible use of innovations towards 

building up resilient systems. 



 

 

  

Moderator: Mr. Jarrod Morley, Senior Director – Strategy & Head of Innovation, Aéro 

Montréal  

Panellists: 
 

- Mrs. Anna Von Groote, Director General, EUROCAE  

- Mr. Erick Ferrandez, Representative to ICAO and Canada, EASA 

- Ms. Simona Frankova, Founder & CEO, NG Aviation  

- Ms. Tara Mulrooney, Chief Technology Officer & Vice President, Innovation YEG, 

Edmonton International Airport 

- Mr. Getinet Tadesse, Chief Information Officer, Ethiopian Airlines  

- Ms. Virginie Collin-Banerji, Head of North America IM (Information Management) 

Regional and Digital Initiatives, Airbus Americas 

17:00 – 17:30  

 

ICAO SkyTalks – iPacks: Tools to Promote Effective Capacity Building by Mr. Mike Brown, 

ICAO Capacity Development and Implementation Bureau 

In the aftermath of the COVID 19 pandemic, iPacks emerged as an important tool to help States 

in recovery of their air transportation systems.  Combining proven ICAO training courses with 

the consultative services of world-class experts, iPacks were particularly well-suited to 

addressing States’ health-related challenges.  Since then, ICAO has expanded its catalog of 

iPacks to address a variety of new technical subject areas.  Join us as we discuss the iPack 

programme and its future role in helping States address their most significant capacity building 

challenges. 

17:30 WELCOME RECEPTION 

END OF DAY 1 



 

 

Day 2 – Wednesday, 13 March 2024 

08:30 – 09:00 

  

ICAO SkyTalks - Facilitating the Traveller Journey Through Innovation in Travel Document 

Formats by Mrs. Christiane DerMarkar 

09:00 - 09:05  Administrative Announcement  

09:05 – 10:30 Session 4: Digital Information Management and Data Exchange: Moving People and Goods 

Better and Faster 

In our daily lives, we can see how airlines, airports and their customers are linked by a digital 

relationship. From online flight booking to check-in and the automated boarding process and 

improved passenger flows to follow-up support via CRM programs, almost everything seems 

to be digitized. Airlines are not only boosting their efficiency this way, but they also greatly 

improve customer experience. Such benefits also expand to cargo movements, from door-to-

door. The panel will consider the challenges posed by this situation, such as the treatment of 

digital data, cross-border harmonization, the integration of data from different sources, the 

simultaneous management of legacy physical systems, cross border harmonization of systems 

and requirements and related regulations. 

Moderator: Ms. Beth Newcombe, Senior Policy Advisor, Citizenship and Passport Programs 

Branch, Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC)

Panellists: 
- Mr. Amar More, Co-Founder & CEO, Kale Logistics Solutions 

- Mr. Adam Lemmon, MATTR Labs Director, North America  

- Mr. Peter Warms, Business Development Manager, Global Legal Entity Identifier 

Foundation (GLEIF) 

- Mr. Jordi Vicens Obrador, Deputy Director, Logistics Analysis and Operational 

Simulation, ADM Aéroports de Montréal  



 

10:30 – 11:00 

COFFEE BREAK 

 

ICAO SkyTalks – ICAO Training Network of Partners and Catalogue of Courses by Mr. Pedro 

Avella, ICAO Training/CDI 

This SkyTalk will present ICAO’s Global Aviation Training (GAT) activities, including the 

TRAINAIR PLUS Programme and its growing portfolio of ICAO training courses. The 

presentation will highlight the different modalities in which GAT can support States and 

International Organizations. 

11:00 – 11:05 Innovation and Tourism by Ms. Natalia Bayona, Executive Director, UN Tourism 

11:05 – 12:30 Session 5: Start-Up Roundtable: Building Tomorrow’s Success

The objective of this roundtable is to focus specifically on the needs of start-ups with 

applications in the aviation system, when it comes to engaging with States and other aviation 

stakeholders, with a specific focus on Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs), 

Procedures for Air Navigation Services (PANS), international guidance material and regulations. 

Moderator: Mr. Richard Chénier, CEO, Startup Montreal

Panellists: 

- Mr. Anthoine Dusselier, Co-Founder & CEO, Tarmac Technologies 

- Mr. Julian Jank, Co-Founder & CEO, Aeroficial Intelligence

- Mr. Félix Bélisle Dockrill, Co-Founder & CEO, Axya 

- Mr. Zhenglin Xiong, CEO, Aeroport AI

- Dr. Annik Carson, Technical Product Manager, Adaptive Learning, AI Redefined

12:30 – 13:30 LUNCH BREAK 



 

13:30 – 15:00 

Session 6: Digitalizing Certification Processes: for More Robustness and Efficiency  

Building upon the facilitation of electronic document exchange, certification processes could 

more efficiently and securely address the challenges of innovators. 

Moderator: Mr. Phil Cole, VP Business Development, Cert Center Canada 

Panellists: 

- Mr. Alain Leroy, Chief Engineer, EASA 

- Mr. Roei Ganzarski, CEO, Alitheon 

- Dr. Paweł Stężycki, General Director, ILOT Łukasiewicz Research Network – Institute of 

Aviation, vice-Chairperson of the International Forum for Aviation Research (IFAR) 

- Mr. Derek Graham, Head of Business Innovation - Americas , SITA for Aircraft 

- Mr. James Bell, Innovation Strategy Lead, UK Civil Aviation Authority

15:00 – 15:30 

 

COFFEE BREAK 

Sponsored by Airbus 

My Thesis in 180 Seconds 

Students in STEM fields related to aviation from universities across the globe will be invited to 

present the main topic of their thesis, exploring various technical or policy aspects of 

digitalization in aviation – all in 180 seconds. 

Panellists: 

- Mr. Corentin Conan, McGill University 

- Mr. Josh Chang, McGill University 

- Mr. Syed Shabbir Ahmed, McGill University 

- Mr. Bogdan Bogachov, McGill University 

- Mrs. Sabrina Marie Knappe, McGill University 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15:30-16:30 

ICAO Competition on Innovation: presentations of their projects by the 3 finalist teams and 

announcement of the winning team (introduction on the competition, messages from the 

members of the jury, presentations, announcement of winner)  

16:30 – 16:45 Photo op for the Competition 

16:45 – 17:15 

 

ICAO SkyTalks – Digital Assets and their Transformational Potential by Mr. Yuri Fattah, ICAO 

Air Navigation Bureau  

From augmented reality to virtual worlds, to digital twins, there are several at, or just over the 

horizon, applications for digital assets to transform the way we work together.  This SkyTalk 

will take a look at a small part of the potential possibilities for the future that they can bring to 

reality. 

END OF DAY 2 



 

 

Day 3 – Thursday, 14 March 2024 

08:30 – 09:00   

 

ICAO SkyTalks - Considerations for the Economic Regulation of International Operations of 

UAS by Ms. Julie Zabrodska 

As the industry witnesses the rapid expansion of UAS, in terms of applications as well as spatial 

movement, existing economic regulatory frameworks will need to be reviewed and assessed if 

still relevant in light of ongoing advancements, in particular cross-border commercial 

operations. This SkyTalk will provide an overview of key components of economic regulation 

of air transport and will highlight potential considerations for the establishment of such 

international services, including the need for regulatory harmonization and compliance with 

existing ICAO policies. Join us for this session as we navigate through the challenges and 

opportunities inherent in the economic regulation of UAS on the international stage. 

09:00 09:05  
Administrative Announcement  

09:05 – 10:30  
Session 7: A digital World: How Can Virtual Reality Unlock the Potential of Innovations in 

Aviation? 

This session will explore the many applications offered by the mainstreaming of virtual and 

augmented reality, from the enhancing passenger experience to the design of Air Traffic 

Management concepts in an urban environment and training. 

Moderator: Mrs. Paula Vieira de Almeida, CEO, JAA Training Organisation (JAA TO) 

Panellists: 

- Mr. Marc St-Hilaire, Vice President, Special Projects and Expert Advisor to the Chief 

Technology and Product Officer, CAE 

- Mr. Alexander Bellemare-Davis, Senior Manager, Data Science & Analytics, Data & 

Decision Intelligence, Boeing Global Services  

- Mr. Joseph Park, Leader, Strategy Solution Taskforce Team, Incheon International 

Airport Corporation 



 

- Mr. Siegfried Usal, Vice President, Digital Innovation, Thales North America General 

Manager and General Manager of Thales Digital Solutions 

- Dr. Christina Yan Zhang, CEO, The Metaverse Institute  

10:30 – 11:00  

COFFEE BREAK  

 

ICAO SkyTalks – Implementation of the ICAO Secretariat Strategy on Innovation by Ms. 

Chrystelle Damar and Mrs. Gladys Mercan 

The ICAO Secretariat Strategy on Innovation provides a coordinated overview of the 

Secretariat’s goals on innovation, in accordance with the Assembly Resolutions and ICAO 

Strategic Objectives. Innovation is embedded into the work of the ICAO Bureaus and Offices, 

through the implementation of new and forward-thinking approaches and processes, as well 

as the engagement of ICAO technical experts with the innovation community. 

Notwithstanding, additional efforts are required to deliver on a “One innovative ICAO” and 

contribute to a vibrant innovation ecosystem consistent with the organization’s mandate. This 

Sky Talk will share information on how we strive to do this. 

11:00 – 12:15  
Session 8: Artificial Intelligence is Driving the Future of Digital Aviation. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has grown on data. Aviation is one of the sectors that captures and 

uses a significant amount of data. During this panel, speakers will share how the opportunities 

generated by AI help shape the future of air mobility, including the use of data-driven 

approaches for sustainable aviation. 

Moderator Mr. Daniel Faggella, AI Expert, member of the OECD AI Policy Observatory

Panellists: 

- Dr. Yann Péquignot, Research professional at IID (Institute Intelligence and Data) at 

Laval University 

- Mr. Guillaume Soudain, Programme Manager Artificial Intelligence, European Aviation 

Safety Aagency (EASA) 



 

 

  

- Dr. Craig Ramlal, Head of the Control Systems Group, The University of the West Indies  

- Dr. Kinh Tieu, Senior Principal Engineer, Acubed Airbus 

12:15 – 12:30  Closing Remarks by Mr. Juan Carlos Salazar, ICAO Secretary General  

12:30 – 13:30 LUNCH BREAK  

13:30 – 16:30  ICAO Innovation Workshop (upon registration) 

END OF DAY 3 
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