













































































































































































Given that any release incurs some risk, we must adopt the following ‘precautionary principle': if
there is no conservation value in releasing confiscated specimens, the possibility of accidentally
introducing into the environment a disease that is not already present, however unlikely, will rule
out returning confiscated specimens to the wild.

There are certain benefits of retuming plants to the wild, either through reintroduction or
reinforcement of an existing population.

a) In situations where the existing population is severely threatened, such an action might improve
the long-term conservation potential of the taxon as a whole, or of a local population of the taxon.

h) Returnina nlants to the wild makes a strona naliticalleducational statement concarping their fata. m—




















































































































































































































































































































































