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PREFAC E TO THE SEC OND EDITION.

IT is fe lt by th e authors of th is book tha t som e few re m a rks
a r e ne ce ssa ry, byway of a pre fa ce to a work which cla im s to
be one of so unusual a kind . Som e of th e que st ions ra i s e d
in it a re th e m ost im port a nt in th e world. And th e whole
t re a t s of m a t t e rs ve ry se ldom brought to not ice .

The se volum e s , then, profe ss to be a n a t t e m pt to a nswe r

ce rt a in que stions - First , Wha t is Fir e Worship ? re spe cting

which no sa t isfa ctory a nswe r h a s ye t be en give n . Ne xt , to
afford a t rue ide a ofwha t th e syst e m of th e ce le bra t e d Rosi
crucians , or th e Illum ina t e d,” or th e Invisible Bre thre n,

”

should be . Rigorously, howe ve r , ne ve r pa ssing ove r tha t
define d, prepe r lim it , beyond whi ch e lucida t ion would be be
traya l. Thirdly—a nd if not principally, sim ply be ca use this
a t t a inm e nt is bound up in th e subst ant ia t ion of t h e othe r two

positions
— to e sta blish th e a ssura nce philosophica lly of e xt ra

m unda ne , or supe rna tural de a ling— a s a spe cia lly diffe re nt
thing to it—with this world whi ch we inha bit .
T h e books , a ncie nt a nd m ode rn ,

a ndin a lm os t a llla ngua ge s ,
which ha ve cont ribut e d

,
in the ir we a lth, m ult itudinous it e m s

of authority to build up th e subst a nt ial t ruth of this work, we
de sire only thus ge ne ra lly to gla nce a t . But the r e m ay be



one word ofjudicious e xpla na t ion a s to th e authorship ; one

writ e r (Ha rgrave Je nnings) be ing put forwa rd a s th e m e a ns

of th e product ion . Th e work is t h e com bine d la bour of thre e
pe rsons , a nd e xpre sse s the ir unit e d views . It wa s se tt le d
toge the r , is ide ntica l in th e e xpre ssion ofbe li e fs it is a s th e

re sult of one ha nd. Briefly, one writ e r’s na m e is chose n a s a

m e dium ofpublic discourse , h is coa djutors e le ct ing to r e m ain

a nonym ous ; although no one ca n be m or e convince d tha n tha t
hum ble spoke sm an ofhi s ina de qua cy in th e fa ce of a the m e

so gre a t , a nd of a com pa ny so noble .

Fa rthe r , it is with no fe e lings of e le va t ion a bout succe ssful
fore ca sting (vain— th e va ine st ! we r e th e pride possible , of

such) ; but with m e la ncholy(a nd e ve n r e lucta nt ), a lthough
with confide nt r e m inde r , tha t th e writ e rs of thi s work r e fe r to
ce rt a in prophe t ic r e m a rks , m a de in th e e xe rcise of the ir
a bstruse scie nce , which th e re a de r will find quie tly proffe re d
in pa ge s 2 5 7 a nd 2 5 8 of th e First Volum e . The se we re
wri t t en inMay, 185 9, print e d in Octobe r , 1860, a nd

‘

pub

lish e d th e fir st we ek of Ja nua ry, 1861 ; th e e ve nt whi ch is
now fa m ilia r wi th our sa d e xpe rie nce , be ing then (a s we m ay

a ll r e ca l) of infini t e unlike lih ood .

We r e th e writ e rs of a work tr e a t ing of th e things signifie d
in t h e m yst e ri e s , not a s spe cula tions but a s truths

, to forge t

the ir obliga t ions, a nd to too fully spe ak of those occult a nd
prope rly hidde n subje ct s , ve ry unworthy would they be of

t h e cha ra ct e r which they m ay be unde rs tood to cla im . Ve ry

unre lia ble , a lso, would th e world conside r tha t which m ight
be profi

'

e re d by the m . Egypt h a s i ts m onum e nt s, but the se
a r e m e re m e a ningle ss st ructur e s apa rt from th e sym bols whi ch
spe a k t rue t ra dit ions tha t ha ve be e n purpose ly wri t t e n on , to

a ft e r a ge s, upon th e m . Th e significa t ion of inscribe d ch a



m e t e rs of any kind, if th e language be unde rstood, a re a s

rea dily appre he nde d in a busy m e t ropoli ta n stre e t , a s if e n

counte re d in th e m ute de se rt , a nd in th e m ighty sha dow of th e

Gre a t Pyr a m id e ven unde r th e eye s of t h e Sphynx he rse lf.
Th e gift e d few, wh o ha ve s e a rche d t h e world through, know
tha t it is ne e dle ss to go to Egypt for hi e roglyphs . T h e ha nd

proffe rs th e signa l in sile nt , m yst e rious a lpha be t— digitlike ,
a nd une rringly a s th e clock t e lls t im e . Th e a bsorbe d (h ow
e ve r m a t e ria lly) Londone r hurrie s by in a s e qua l unconscious
ne ss a s, pe rhaps , th e ve ry im i ta t ive Be lzoni com pla cently
fixe d it , wh o sculpture d de ep, a s h is forehe a d-m a rk

,

”
be

cause h e found it dom ina nt (a lthough in se cre t ) upon th e

fr e ize s of Egypt , upon h is Picca dilly “ Egypt ia n
” Ha ll, a

sym bol ” which th e quicke r-eye d a nd thoughtful a dept ,
t a ught in h is gre a t e xpe rie nce , pa sse s not— in it s unut t e ra ble
m yst e ry a s a possibility—without a shudde r !
Th e author whose na m e appe a rs upon th e t itle -page , in

m ost re spe ctfully a cknowle dging it , would not fa il, in closing
the se re m a rks , to sta t e tha t th e two le a ding lit e ra ry orga ns of
this count ry

— th e Ath em e um a nd th e S a turday Re view

ha ve m a de , a lr e a dy, t h e m ost va lua ble int roduction of this

book . Th e Ath e nce um says Mr . Ha rgra ve Je nnings
’

s

work on th e Rosicrucians is t h e first a uthe nt ic a ccoun t which
h a s appe a re d on t h is e xtra ordina ry s e ct since th e days of

Robe rt Flood, or Fludd .

”
Th e Sa turday R e view h a s spoke n

to th e following e ffe ct No profe ssor of th e Rosicrucian

philosophy, be fore Mr . Ha rgra ve Jennings , h a s writ t e n, in
England, since t h e days ofRobe r t Fludd, or Floyd, or de

Fluct ibus ,
’
wh o die d in

Thus m uch for pre fa ce .

LONDON,
14th June , 1863.





P R E FA C E .

WE ha ve sough t to wr it e not only a n ew

a nd a s triking
,
but a n e n t e r t a in ing book.

It is upon subj e c ts which m us t e ve r be m ost

in t e re st ing, a nd which— if a ny ca n— sha ll

se t a r e a de r m using . Our book will gra t ify

t h e m ind of a pe ruse r . If we h a ve not

succe e de d in de t a iling our story in a pla in

a nd ca ndid m a nn e r
,
a nd m a n a ge d to m a r

sha l our illustra t ions in lucid a nd e ffe ct ive

orde r , i t h a s be e n from no wa n t of im por

ta nce in t h e th ings tr e a t e d of
,
nor of th e

gre a t de e plying t ruth wh ich unde rpla ce s
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th e supe rs tructur e ; but th e ca use s will lie
e ls e wh e r e .

W e a r e a wa re of th e profuse laboui’s of

va r ious— a nd som e ve ry cle ve r— pe rsons to

se t up t h e r e a l in a bsolut e t r ium ph ove r

t ha t which the y choose to ca ll t h e i nta n

g ible to e xpla in m ira cle in to m yth ; out of

scie n ce to forg e t h e keywhich sha ll un lock

all t h e wonde r s of th e wor ld — e va pora t ing

m ys t e ry
,
in fa ct . Ev e n if the y could

succe e d
,
we should grudge t he m the ir

succe s s . But a s i t h a ppe n s tha t a lthough

t he ir body of a rgum e n t is un a nswe ra ble

th a t , whe n t he y a ppe a l to r e a son
,
no one

out of t h e r e a son— ca n say the m na y ; tha t

out of this whole bulk of “ good se nt e nce s

a nd we ll pronounce d ” the re is nothing

wit h no philosophica l sword—which you

ca n cut through— a nd ye t tha t m e n doubt,
we think we a re not fa r wrong in sa ying

tha t th e t im e is not ye t com e— if it e ve r ca n
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com e— tha t a ppa r it ions sha ll be dism iss e d

out of t h e world . T h e wor ld will ye t

be l ie ve
,
though i t knows it ought n ot to

be lie ve .

We cons ide r tha t
,
in th e cour se of our

book
,
we give som e of th e r e a son s wh y m e n

cling so t o t h e r e a l — why the y ca n not

e ndure t h is ide a of the re be ing s t ra nge

e xt ra -n a tur a l things , ye t , in t h e wor ld .

Cur ious Things of th e Out side World li e
,

na tur a lly, out of th e r a nge a nd re a ch of

m e n
’

s s e n se s . If the r e be Inn e r a nd Oute r ,
th e Out e r cont a in s th e Inne r .

Now
,
a ll our n a rr a t ions a re for t ifie d with

a bunda nt proof. We de ba t e d wi th our

se lve s whe the r we should
,
i a our confirm s

tion, cit e a nd a ppe nd th e m ult itudinous

a uthoritie s whe re in lie t h e support of a ll our

sta t e m e n ts
,
a nd which cons titut e th e fra m e

work of o ur ph ilosophy . A striking ca ta

glogue
‘

of works n ew a nd old
,
in la ngua ge s
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de a d a nd living , a nd re fe rr ing, a lm ost , to a ll

conce iva ble topics z— his tory, n a tura l philo

sophy
,
r e ligion

,
a r t

,
scie nce

,
le ge nds

,
m ys tic

subj e ct s— could h a ve be e n pr e fixe d t o this

book a s, in on e wa y o r othe r
,
cont r ibuting

t o th e s tr a nge thing s tr e a t ed of in i t .

Pa tie n t inque st , ca r e ful se le ct ion , a nd de e p
thinking ha ve m a de it tha t wh ich i t is .

But we r e fra in from pr e fa cing wi t h a lis t

of books
,
be ca use

,
in our vie w

, though t h e

look m ight ha ve be e n im pr e ssive
,
a r e a de r

h a s noth ing to do with the tools
,
but a llwith

th e work . And a lso be ca use we wish e d to

g ive r e sult s a pa rt from th e pa r a de of

le a rn ing . A pa r a de which m igh t ha ve

s e e m e d to be im plie d in our ca ta logue of

cur ious a uth ors a nd m os t va lua ble volum e s .

We ha ve a voide d
,
a s m uch a s possible , in

this Fir s t Volum e
,
which con t a ins supe r

n a tur a l stor ie s, a nd which form s th e sca f

folding, a s it we r e , to t h e building tha t we



PREFACE.

ope nly displa y in our Se cond Volum e
,

a ccoun t s by con t e m pora r ie s . But , whe r e ve r

m a de us e of, we ha ve t a ke n gr e a t pa ins to

se a rch out , a nd to ve r ify th e se a ccoun t s, by

th e origina ls . We pa rt icula r ly wish th e

r e a de r to b e a r this in m ind
,

a s i t is of

im por t a nce .

LONDON
28th Sep te m ber , 1860.
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a ll a wondrous m e cha n ism
,
a p e r fe c t pla y

of solids which proce e ds un e rr ing ly, a nd of

whose la ws t h e sci e n t ific pe ople a r e t h e

only in t e r pr e t e r s ? Ar e the r e no such th ing s
a s m ir a cle s ? Is t h e prog re ss of things
n e ve r cha ng e d And, once out of t h e wor ld,
do th e de pa r t ed n e ve r re tur n ?

Is a ll cha nce Ca nnot th e future e ve r be
fore se e n Ar e a ll th e s tr a ng e m a t t e r s told
a s m e r e fa ble s or inve n t ion s — th e forge ry
of t h e im a gin a t ive m ind

,
or t h e se lf-be li e f

of t h e de lude d ?
“the nce ca m e th a t fe a r which h a s a lwa ys

pe rva de d t h e world How com e s i t tha t ,
in a ll t im e s

,
spiri ts ha ve be e n be lie ve d ?

Ca nno t his tory, ca nno t scie nce
,

ca nnot

com m on se n se conjur e this pha n tom of

spir itua l fe a r , un t il i t r e a lly r e solve in to
t h e r e a l ? Ca n no t th e a ppa r it ion be

la id ? Ca nno t we e j e c t th is t e rror of

invisible th inki ng things — spe ct a tors of

us - out of th e world ? Nothing is r e a lly
done un t il th is be done

,
if i t ca n e ve r
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be don e . Ma n is a bsolute ly not fa irly in
h is world

,
unt il

’

th is othe r thing is out

of i t .

I t ca nnot be don e . And why Be ca use
this fe a r lie s bur ie d in t h e t ruth of things .

Ma n
’

s in t e r e st lie s quit e th e othe r wa y of

be l ie ving it . This dre a d of t h e supe rn a
tura l is t h e clog upon h is boldn e ss— th e
m is t rust which spoils h is pla n s—which in
t e rfe r e s with h is prospe r ity—which br ings
a cloud ove r t h e sunshine of h is ce r ta in t ie s .

Ma n
, the n , is a fflic t e d with this fe a rful m is

t rus t , tha t , a ft e r a ll
,
pe rha ps

,
h is life m a y

be th e “ dr e a m
,

”
a nd tha t unknown futur e

(which is fille d with thos e whom h e kn e w)
Whe r e h a ve our fr ie nds13 th e wa king.

7

gon e ? Whe r e sh a ll we go ? Ar e th e r e we ll
known fa ce s a bout us , though we s e e the m
no t ? Ar e th e r e s ile n t fe e t a m ids t our loud
fe e t ? And i s i t poss ible t o com e sudde nly
upon the s e — a y, a nd to he a r ? Mira cle

,

or fla sh , in t h e (con tra r ily-s t ruck) wa ve s of
spir i t a nd body ,
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Now,
we con t e nd th a t m a n is m uch be t

t e r without this unpl e a sa n t poss ibility, a nd

tha t h e m us t fe e l m uch m ore a gr e e a bly in
h is old fa m ilia r wor ld— wi thout spir it in i t .
This is th e r e a son of t h e de r ision ; this is
th e source of t h e a ffe ct e d pi ty a t t h e be lie f
of the m ; this is t h e ca use of t h e indign a
t ion a t th e m , which a wa it a ll a ccoun t s of

t h e m a rve llous . Me n se cr e tly t r e m ble . But

th e v hide the ir fe a r s unde r t h e suppose d
de fia n ce a nd in th e boa s t ful j e s t . In com

pa ny the y a re bold . Se pa r a t e ly the y r e fle ct ,
in the ir own s e cr e t m inds

,
tha t , a ft e r a ll

,

t he se things m a y be t rue . True from such
a nd such copfirm a tory surm ise s of the ir own
t rue from

,
pe rha ps

,
som e pe rson a l una c

coun t a bl e e xpe rie nce s, or from t h e a ssur a nce

of som e friend whom the y a r e d ispos e d t o
b e l ie ve . But on ly di spos ed t o be lie ve .

Mode rn t im e s r e j e ct t h e supe rna tura l ; a r e

suppose d to ha ve no supe rst i t ion . Supe r
s t i t ion —Whe n this m ode rn t im e is full of
supe rst i t ion
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But,
‘

unfor tuna t e ly, m a n h a s r e s tle ss cu

r ios i ty
— h e love s r e a l t ruth— h e solicits

tha t which h e ca n fina lly de pe nd upon . He

would be lie ve if h e could . But t h e e vide nce
of supe rn a t ura l things is s o e va s ive — so fa n

t a s t ic— ao , in on e word, unr e lia ble tha t h e will
hold by t h e o rdina ry scie n tific e xpla n a t ions .

All m ys t e ry, h e s a ys
,
is th a t only pa r t ia l ly

known . Whe n tha t which cons ti tut e s a

t h ing is unde rs t ood, m a n de cla re s
,
th e m ys

t e ry ce a se s . He onlyfinds n a tur e . Unknown
n a tur e be fore— now known n a ture .

T h e fa culty of wonde r is a gift — by
wonde r we m e a n t ha t highe s t e xha us t ive
knowle dge Of th e things of t his world, upon
which to se t-up, or to cons truct , t h e m a chi
n e r y of conve rse wi th a no the r . By th e la dde r
of t h e se ve r a l se n se s

,
we cli m b t o th e top

pla tform , th e g e ne r al s e nse . In m os t m e n
’

s

m i nds this br idge of int e llige nc e is not

st r e tch e d . And th is knowle dge of th e su

pe rn a t ur a l is r e j e c t ed like pr e c ious ge m s to

gr a sp which the r e a r e
,
lit e ra lly, no ha nds.
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A com pli a nt cowa rdice , a nd a n a sha m e d
,

m e r e ly h alf-be lie f ha ve p e rva de d wr i t e rs

wh o
,
r e a lly

,
ough t t o ha ve known be t t e r i

wh o be lie ve d while the y de nie d . But,now,
to a n illust ra t ion out of scie nce

,

”
a s it is

ca lle d .

Ma n
’

s r e gis t e r of he a t h a s a sca le be low
h is z e r o a nd a bove h is va n ishing-poin t of it

,

His se nse s a r e oft h e confine s of t h is r e gist e r .

This is h is n a ture . But the r e is h e a t a bove ,
a s we ll a s cold be low

,
of which h e knows

nothing. Above a nd be low this “ e xtra ct e d"

por t ion (which, to h im , is th e whole of n a

tur e
,) is t h e supe rna tur a l . No le ss a n a

tur e to othe r a ppr e he nsion s ca pa ble of it .

Now h is own sca le is som e t im e s broke n
,

a nd inroa d of th e supe rn a tura l is m a de
to h im . But th e fra cture s clos e in s t a n tly
a ga in

,
a nd e xclude tha t which t e m por a r ily

force d the m a sunde r . So spirit dis

close s a nd disa ppe a rs . Life is in spirit .
Life is t h e m e a n ing of things . Spir it is
th e int e rje ct ion.
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We fe e l a se n sa t ion Of surprise a nd

sh a m e
, th a t som e wri t e rs wh o, out of th e

se cre t s tr e ngth of th e ir m inds a nd not out

of i t s we a kn e ss
,
saw tha t the re is m ore in

tha t which is ca lle d supe r s t i t ion tha n m e e t s

th e eye , should, be ca use the y h e s it a te d a nd

we re a fra id t o de a l with i t s e rious ly
,
con

de sce nd to dispa r a ge a nd to t re a t i t with
r idicule . Supe rs t it ion is de gr a ding ; a

se ns e of t h e supe rn a tur a l is e nnobling.

Wa lt e r Scot t— a l thoug h from th e cons ti tu~

t ion of

‘

h is m ind h e could not fa il t o be
a be lie ve r— h a s surm ise d

,
a nd suppose d

,

a nd a pologise d for
,
a nd t one d in to com m on

pla ce a nd e xpla in e d
,
un t il h e h a s r e solve d

a ll h is wonde r s— we m ay say, s tr ippe d a ll

h is truths— into nothing. Will i t ne ve r be
se e n tha t e ve n t ruth— tha t is

,
our truth

m ay be only pla usible ? Wa lt e r Scot t ’s
m ind wa s not profound e nough for a r e a lly
de e p se ns e of th e Invisible . We gr e a t ly
doub t wh e th e r h e h a d, or by n a tur e could
h a ve

,
th e true wise m an

’

s sense of th e Gre a t
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Un se e n — th a t which holds t h is wor ld but
a s a n isla nd in it . Wh e the r , inde e d , h e
did not de sign e dly de a l wi th t h e m a rve llous,
a nd chip

,
a nd pa r e

,
a m ids t h is supe r s t i tion s ,

a nd t r im a ll upwi th th e in st inct s of a rom a n

cist , a nd th e e ye to a ba la nce in h is fa vour of

t h e m e r e worldly m a n
,
i s a fa ir suspicion .

As a cle a r -he a de d
,
com m on -se n s e m a n

,
wh o ,

in h is good-n a t ur e
,
a nd in h is a dm ira t ion

of i t
,
wa n t e d to s t a nd we ll with th e world

a s a m a n wh o thoroughly e njoye d h is life
,

a nd posse ss e d a n a bunda nce of r ich a nd

m a rke t a ble im a gin a t ion a s a ll this
,
Walt e r

Scot t conv e r t e d supe r s ti t ion s a s in t o h is s tock
in t r a de . We s e r iously m ist rus t wh e th e r

,

while be lie ving , h e did not— to ple a se t h e

wor ld— st ill de ny — wh e the r in h is a ffe ct e d
,

a nd e ve n pr e t e nde dly l a ughing , discla im e r s
,

h e wa s not s e cr e t ly bowing a ll th e t im e
,

be fore th e ve ry thing h e though t i t a llow
a ble to ba r t e r . This

,
if t rue

,
wa s dising e

nuous
,
if no t som e thing wors e .

Ne a rly a ll th e wri t e rs wh o ha ve t r e a t e d
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a r e a lr e a dy m e t m or e tha n ha lf-wa y in
e ve ry se nsible m a n

’

s m ind. The r e a r e few

fa m ilie s— n ay; th e r e is sca rce ly a n indivi

dua l— wh o h a s not h a d som e thing na tur a lly
un e xpla ina ble in h is his tory . T h e supe r
n a tur a l t a le a lwa ys finds a n e cho in e ve ry
br e a st .

‘

Now
,
if discr e di t e d by wr it e r s, th e su

pe rna tura l should not be t r e a t e d-Of by
the m . The re a r e ple n ty of subj e c ts a t

which the y m a y pla y, but t ha t — if the y
be li e ve a ny life but th e ir ordin a ry life — so

se r ious on e . If th e poss ibility of th e supe r
na tur a l be be li e ve d

,
a nd it s inst a nc e s be

a cce pt e d, the y a r e bound
,
a s c a ndid m e n

a nd hon e st m e n . to m a ke t h e a vowa l tha t
the y be lie ve . T h e e xpla n a t ion s wh ich
a r e fre que n tly ofl

'

e rcd of things a ppe a r ing
a s supe rn a tur a l , a r e gr e a t ly m ore difficult
to cr e dit tha n t h e e xt ra -na tura l m a t te rs

t he m se lve s . Th ey a r e Oft e n infini t e ly
clum sy. Som e wh a t r oughly e xa m ine d

,

the y will con t inua lly fa ll to pie ce s of the m
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se lve s . O f som e una ccount a ble th ings, in
t a ct, nobody cr e dits t h e e xpla n a t ions .

”

Th e uncom for ta ble fa ct is g ot r id of: T h e

subj e ct is dism isse d, to m a ke wa y for
'

th e

n e xt solici t ing obj e ct . Th e wonde r is give n
up a s une xpla ina ble . And t h a t is th e

whol e proce ss . This is a ve ry e a sy
, though

not a ve ry conclus ive or s a t isfa ctory, m e thod
of disproving. We suppose we disbe lie ve .

We a r e conscie n t ious e n e m ie s to a ll

those ph e nom e na r a nge d unde r th e too

va gue — n a y, unm e a n ing— h e a d of Spiri tua l
Ma n ife s t a t ion s . “r

e think tha t t he y ha ve
don e infini te h a rm in br inging discre di t
upon

,
a nd in vulga r ising

,
t h e ge ne r a l sub

je c t of supe rna tur a lism
,
a nd in m isle a ding

pe opl e
’

s m inds . We a r e we a ry of th e ja r

gon whe r e by s tra nge a nd un e xpla ina ble

possibly n a tur a l doubt le ss n a tura l

ph e nom e na h a ve be e n de gra de d . T h e h is

t ory of a ll unknown things h a s be e n thus
s im ila r

,
th a t , a t t h e outse t , the y ha ve inva

r ia bly be e n inve s te d with t h e a t tr ibute s of
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t h e m a gica l . We m us t ca r e fully gua rd
our se lve s from cr e duli ty . Such th ings a s

t he se pr e sum e d Spiri tua l Disclosur e s h a ve
be e n known in a ll a ge s . The r e i s n othing
newe r

,
oth e r t h a n tha t the yh a ve be e n sudde n ly

a rid wide ly no t ice d
,
in the se psych olog ico

m a gn e t ic displa ys — this suppose d spiritua l
be tr a ya l— this coun t e r -working a nd fa ls e
working of t h e un ive r s a l t r a n sit ive e volve
i ncut— th e s e a be rr a t ion s of pola r i ty . We

h a ve a n a biding dislike t o , a nd we cordia lly
dis sen t from

,
a ll th is e pile ct ic wa nde ring

—a ll thi s convul sive
,
incoh e r e n t

,
bla m e

wor thy— n a y,
‘

a uda cious r e a ching out a t

forbidde n thing s . T h e p a m pe r e d hum a n

m ind ca n r un in t o a ny e xt r e m e . We
,
on

t h e con t r a ry
,
a r e frie nds t o th e solide s t a nd

pla in e st com m on se nse .

We a ppr e h e nd tha t t h e e xpla n a tion of

t h e spir itua l-m a n ife s t a t ions a s the y a r e

ca lle d— m ay be , tha t th e force ful m a gn e t

i sm wi th which th e wor ld is ch a rge d is

(in st a t e s of e xci t e m e nt) im pe lle d through
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th e m e dium — proba bly t h e st ronge r through
th e r e fle ct ive VACUITY ; a nd tha t i t undu
la t e s ag a in outwa rds

,
a s we s e e t h e r ings ,

or r a th e r t h e s ing le r ing, upon a she e t of
wa t e r ci rcum volve from a bout a s ton e sud

de nly droppe d in . T h e e xt e rior
,
m agne t ic

,

unconscious r ings m ay be com e in t e llig e n t ,
from which m ot ive d circle s ” Obe y
ing la ws of which we know nothing
or from which invisible wa lls

,
com e sounds

vibra t e s m o t ion . It m ay be a t t h e in t e r
s e ct ion of the se out of s e nse circl e s

(which, from t h e m ult itude of m inds
,
m us t

be innum e r a ble
, though the y a r e a l tog e the r

un suspe ct e d) a t which a r e s t ruck a ll tha t
s t ra nge a t t r a c t ion a nd r e puls ion wh ich we
ca ll sym pa thy a nd a n t ipa thy

,
a nd in which

a re m ind-com m e rce
,
a nd a ll th e puzzl ing

ph e nom e na Of t h e so-ca lle d spir i tua l shows .

Thus t h e m ind a nswe rs t o i ts e lf. And

ins t e a d of spiri t ” ha v ing a ny thing t o do
with i t

,
i t is a ll th e invis ible

,
m icrosco

-pica l, unne ce ssa ry work to t h e wor ld ”;
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of m a n
’

s own o th e r na tur e — r e a l spiri t
be ing st ill a s fa r Off a s e ve r

,
a nd out side

a nd t ra nsce nde d of a ll of i t ! All th e
gr a ve gos sip a nd de lusion

, the re fore , of

r e lig ious com m un ica t ion a nd of im pa r t
m e n t s , (t ruly p ie ce d out , in h is wild im a

g ina t ion , by th e con sul t a n t
’

s own convulsive
i ng e nui ty,) of dise m bodie d individua li tie s

,

m us t fa ll to th e g round . Th e ph e nom e n a a re

i ndisput a ble . Wha t the y a re
, th e scie nt ific

wor ld h a s ye t to l e a rn . We se e m to fa ll
,

i n the se t hings , in to a wide fie ld of vi t a l
m a g ne t ism . And a lso into m ind-con
t a g ion .

We prom ise our r e a de rs tha t th e y sha ll
h a ve n othing in our pa ge s tha t ha th not

philosophy a s i ts ba sis ; a nd tha t
,
a l though

we m ay be s t ra nge a nd singula r
,
we sha ll

not be s t ra nge a nd singula r wi thout a

wa rra n t . The r e for e sha ll we e n t ire ly s t e e r

cle a r of tha t which, in the se t im e s, is ca lle d
Spiri tua lism ”—wi th a boldne ss on ly m ore

a uda cious th a n i t is low— a nd which we



T HE OUTS IDE WORLD . 1 5

conside r a da nge rous a nd vulga ris ing ja r

gon .

We be lie ve we a r e a lso corre ct in s t a t ing
t ha t , in our se cond volum e

,
we sha ll be th e

firs t, a nd only, m ode rn e xpone nt s of Rosi
c rucia n ism .
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CHAPTER II .

Howh appe n s i t th a t th e s upe rn a tur a l i s s t illbe lie ve d
In s ta n ce s pe r son a l t o t h e r e a de r . “tha t i s th e
m e a ning of th e word m ir a cle ? I s m ira cle pos s i
ble , or i s i t a fa ble Na tur e i s a like in a ll t im e .

If pos s ible once , m ira cle m us t be pos s ible n ow.

How is i t
,
tha t

,
a ft e r ce n tur ie s of doubt

a nd de n ia l— h ow is i t , tha t , in fa ce of t h e

his tory t o which i t is r e pugn a n t , t h e r e a son

t ha t r ej e cts, t h e com m on se n se t o which it
is som e t h ing l

a ltog e th e r irr e concila ble , a nd

in Opposi t ion a nd de fia nce to t h e scie nce
which ca n d e m on s t r a t e it to be im possible
— h Ow is i t , we a sk

,
tha t t h e supe rna tural

h a s such de e p a nd powe rful hold ove r th e
hum a n m ind ? How i s it

,
tha t

,
of a ll fe a r s

— howe ve r disa vowe d a s pe r sona l a nd pa r
t icula r, a nd disa llowe d a s r e fe rring to a ll
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a thwa r t h is hor izon
,
like a fla sh from out a

cloud . He will look up to th e sunshine ,
som e da y, a nd in t h e m idst of th e busin e ss
c la t t e r by which h e m ay be surr oun de d, a

m a n will
,
in a m om e n t

’

s gla nce
,
s e e m t o se e

t h e whol e jost le of hum a n in t e r e st s a nd

c ity bus t le , or a ny st ir
,
a s so m uc h em pty

Show. Like th e sick pe r son
,
h e will som e

t im e s

’

r a lse h is he a d
,
a nd out of th e m ids t

Of h is dis t r a ct ion s
,
a nd out of th e gra sp

which tha t th ing
,
busin e ss ,” a lwa ys h a s

of h im
,
h e will a sk him se lf t h e que s t ion

,

Wha t doe s a ll this m e a n ? Is th e whole
world a wa ke

,
a nd a m I a sle e p a nd dre a m

ing a dr e a m ? O r is i t tha t t h e whole world
i s t h e dr e a m

,
a nd tha t I

,
in this Single

m om e n t , h a ve a lon e a wa ke d ?
Le t a ny r e a de r ca s t ba ck h is gla nce out

of this prese n t h ubh ub
,
a nd r e vie w th e

wh ole cours e of h is e xpe r ie nce in h is pa s t
life le t h im re ca ll t h e sum m e r s a ndwin t e rs,
wi th h is ve ry fe w ha ppy da ys in the m ,

h is Springs a nd a utum ns ; t h e hollow ye a rs
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which th e old a lm a na cs h a ve swe pt awa y
wit h the m , a nd t h e pe ople a nd t h e things
which fille d the m . Do th not your pa st
his tory

,
m y fr ie nd, se e m like a dr e a m ?

Whe r e ha ve gon e those e ve n t s ? Whe r e
a r e t h e p e opl e wh o we re a bout you in those
e ve nt s ? Y ou a r e not , yours e lf, s e nsible of

t h e ch a nge . But wha t a cha nge is the re in
your se lf !
Une xpe c te d gr ie fs— shocks (a s th e y a re

ca lle d)— e x tr e m e s
,
e ve n

,
of joy, which a r e

t h e r a r e st flicke rs on this da rk s tr e a m of

life — unlooke d-for n e ws— ca lls
,
a s we m a y

de sign a t e the m ,
from off th e roa d— awa y

from this gr e a t , jogtrot , m ono tonously~

t r a m ping h ighwa y of life '

th e se solicit ings
of t h e Invis ible a r e a s t h e touch of th e e n

cha n t e r
,
in which th e wor ld se e m s no m ore

th e world. We t ire in t h e da ily wa lk . We

ce a s e our ha nd from off th e da ily whe e l,
t h e sla ve ry a nd th e e xpia t ion of turning of

which is ours . We a re no longe r of t h e

ha rd thing s, a nd of th e com m on-s e nse
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things
,
in which we da ily m ove . T h e

clouds, the n , be com e m or e r e a l
,
a nd wood

a nd s tone t hings fa in t e r . Solid things, in
this view, be com e ve ry m uch fa in t e r .

In othe r words
,
we h a ve s te pt a m ong

spiri t s . Our da ily bre a d s e cur e d
,
we look

for o th e r br e a d . Drive n in to a wor ld’s
corne r

,
we look for he lp from He a ve n And

we hope i t , som e t im e s
,
dir e ct 1

To r e duce th e que s t ion in to th e n a rrowe s t

lim it s— do spirit s e xis t ? Is th e r e a nything
a pa r t from t h e solid

,
t h e t a ngible , t h e

s e n se s of m a n
,
th e bulk of n a tur e ? C a n

in t e llig e nce s e xis t without a body ? IS t h e

wor ld Of soul within t h e world Of fle sh
,
or

is th e world of fle sh wi thin th e wor ld Of

Spir it ? Wh ich is t h e r e a l thing , th e
m a t e r ia l or t h e im m a t e ri a l ? Allt h e spe cu

la t ion— a ll th e purpose s of life m a y be con

fine d wi thin the se circum scribe d bounds .

Ei the r this wor ld i s a ll
,
or i t is, a lm os t

,

nothing . For if t h e se ns e s a r e a ll Of t h e

m a n if Na ture is jus t t h e
’

m e r e solids which
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sh e pr e se n ts t o us ; if th e cours e of cir

cum s t a nce s i s for tuitous ; if we a r e
,
r e a lly

,

a lone in th e world ; if no thing is be lie va ble
— a nd the r e for e possible — but wha t is de
m ons tr a ble ; if hum a n r e a son is e ve rything

,

a nd com m on s e nse t h e t rue guide a nd th e

only guide ; why th e n— if a ll t h a t
'

t h e

wor ld t e lls us be r e a lly t rue— th e soone r we

close th e a ccoun t wi th this out side pha n tom
wor ld th e be t te r ! In this ca s e

,
AWAY WITH

IT ! And awa y wi th a ll t h e Spiri tua l t a le s
which a r e t old us ! T h e quicke r tha t we
r e a lise to our s e lve s th e fa ct t ha t a ll Of t h e
supe rna tur a l—1 though, possibly, a m us ing fi

is a ll of th e un true , t h e m ore confor m a ble
i t will be to th e com for t a ble e xe rcising of

our se lve s . We a r e childre n o the rwise .

“( by should we fr igh t e n our se lve s wi th

fa iry-t a l e s ? Why bring ove r us this da m p
of th e pha n t a sm a gor ic vi e w of life ? We

m us t, sure ly, be a s th e rude a nd ignor a n t
a s t h e ve ry unle t t e re d— i a dis t r e ssing our .

se lve s conce rn ing this suppose d outs ide
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wa tch of which fa bulist s h a ve found i t

the ir in t e r e s t t o t e ll
i

us . Sure ly
,
in this

n ine t e e n th ce n tury
,
whe n e xplor a t ion h a s

sift e d t h e world
,

a nd scie nce h a s e x

pose d, howe ve r a dm ira ble
,

a ll th e wa tch

work of i t ; whe n supe r st itions ha ve be e n
,

e venfrom the ir la s t lurking -pla ce s, e xpe lle d,
a nd wh e n t e a ching h a s a lm os t— we a r e

com pe lle d to use th e sign ifica n t word, a lm os t

se t t le d things , we ca n dism iss our be li e f
in this old-world

,
m is t a ke n ide a of t h e r e

a ppe a r a n ce of th e de a d of a nything which
h a s ce a s e d out of th e wor ld . We ca n g e t

r id of t h e fe a r of th e pr e t e r na tur a l . In

on e word
,

supe rn a tura lism is un t rue , be

ca us e n a tur e is t rue . And be ca use it h a s
no thing of th e supe rn a tur a l in it . All t h e

g roping in th e wor ld ca nnot discoy e r a

thing th a t i s no t t he r e .

Wha t is t h e m e a n ing of th e word m ir a cle ?

I t is som e th ing , in it s own n a tur e
,
incr e dible .

Now th e cr e d ible is founde d upon a n e x.

pe rie nce
which h a s be e n n e ve r known to
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fa il
,
a nd which

,
in fa ct

,
m a ke s us up, a nd th e

hum a n r e a son Tha t which is supe rna tura l,
be ing con tra ry t o th e orde r of n a tur e , con

que rs a nd de s troys tha t na ture— supplie s
i ts e lf, in st e a d of i t Now this is not t o be
im a gin e d ; i t is no t a thing to b e thought
a s r e ga rding tha t which we m e a n wh e n we
use t h e word “

n a tur e .

”
But

,
if we

e xa m in e in to our own m inds
,
we sha ll be

una ble t o give a ny o th e r e xpla n a t ion of

n a ture tha n tha t i t is som e thing which
a gre e s with our living s t a t e . And in tha t
we sh a ll

,
ce r ta inly, be una ble to find dise m

bodie d spir it .
'

But , upon th e que s tion of

m e r e possibili ty or im poss ibility
,
we sha ll

discove r tha t our conclusions a r e th e m os t

unfor tun a te . This is th e be lie f which
e ve ry m a n

’ p e r suade s him se lf in to in h is

s e cre t m ind
,
a nd in which h e i s e ncour a ge d

by h is knowledg e—n a y, by a ll d iscove ry. It

is, th a t th e Spi r i ts a r e r e a lly out (f th e world ;
th a t m a n h a s i t to him se lf ; a nd t ha t

,
a s

this world a nd a nothe r world a re tot a lly
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dis tinct
, the re canno t be s t r a ng e visit a nt s

from th e on e in to th e o the r . O the rwise
,

the r e sh a ll be no supe rn a tur a l a ppe a r a nce s
to frigh te n m a n . H e wa n t s n ot th e s e dis

turba nce s . He would m uch r a th e r ha ve
h is wor ld to him se lf. In h isf ulure world of
spi r i ts , h e wi ll be pr oduced a s (f i t , a nd, th e r e

j b r e , wi th out th e fe a r of z
'

l.

But suppos e if this be lie f should on ly be
th e fir m e r root e d in h im

,
tha t h is busin e ss

tha t is, th e bus in e ss of th e wor ld
,
or t h e

wor ld i t s e lf— should go on . If m a n kn e w t h e
future

,
t h e futur e —a s h e could m a ke n o e ffor t

t owa rds tha t which h e a lre a dy posse s s e d
would be t h e p a s t, a nd t h e wor ld would be
a t a s ta nd-s till . As th e le sse r sinks in to
t h e gr e a t e r ; if m a n could be convince d of

t h e e xis t e nce of spi ri t s
,
h e would ha ve no

he a r t for th is world, a s h is m ind would pa ss
off in t o

,
a nd a bsolut e ly be com e

,
th e m e r e

fe e ling of a we . And h e would be
,
a lr e a dy

,

out of t h e wor ld, a nd in t h e spirit -world .

Ma n s e e ks not ruins for h is h a bit a t ion !
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sist e ncy, to a cce pt a t one t im e
,
a nd to r e

pudis t e a t a nothe r
,
jus t be ca use th e m a t t e r s

cha nce d
,
a t t h e la tt e r pe riod

, to be un

popula r . Wha t h a s popula ri ty to do with
t ruth ? Why ca nnot we be lie ve t h e t e s t i
m ony of cr e dible pe ople Why m us t we

in sist tha t be ca use we ca nnot unde r st a nd
things

,
the y m us t

, the r e for e , be de lusion ?
To say tha t Spir it is out of th e wor ld now

,

though i t once wa s in i t , is a s a bsurd a s to

say tha t we ha ve a n e w a nd m ode rn sun
,

inst e a d of th e old a nd t r a dit ion a l sun ;

t ha t th e sa m e sun is not shin ing now
, tha t

da rke n ed i t se lf ove r th e Crucifixion . But

th e fa vour i t e the ologica l Vie w of th e se
things is

, tha t , a l though in th e old da y

by which pe ople m e a n t h e Bible da y

m ir a cle s
,
a nd in te rfe r e nce wi th t h e cour se

of n a ture
,

a r e no t to be doub te d
,
tha t

,

a t t h e com ing of th e Sa viour — which
Adve n t is a ssum e d a s th e fir s t a nd on ly
re ve la t ion , a nd t h e r e a l a nd a ll-com pr e
h e nding a nd conclusive disclosur e of God
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a ll th e fa m ilia r
,
a s i t we re , int e rcha nge of

t h e n a tura l a nd t h e pre te rn a tura l, a nd th e

e xte rior com m a nd upon n a ture
,
ce a se d ;

tha t , in shor t
, th e m iss ion of Spirit be ing

a ccom plishe d
, t h e ha nds of Spir it ce a se d

from off na tur e ; a nd tha t , now
,
t h e wor ld

is e m pty
,
sa ve for t h e Ma n tha t is in i t .

T o s ay t h e le a s t of this , it is no conclu
s ion a t a ll. I t is jus t a s wise to be lie ve a ll

such suppose d incon t rove r tible conclusions ,
a nd this a uthoris e d church-te a ching, a s to
s ay tha t th e wa tch ca n go, a nd ke e p it s

int e llig e n t t im e , without th e m a ke r— h e
whose con t riva nce s ti ll survive s in i t t ha t
a pe rson ca nno t ca ll

.

up, in h is m e m ory
,
t h e

pha n tom of a nybody h e h a s known without
be ing fa ce to fa ce— in th e body— with h im .

\Vh a t is this la t t e r but a m inor sort of

m ira cle ? Wh o— out of th e s e n se s—ca n

de fine our though t s All is m ira cle .

But we de a l wi th a uthori t ie s . In t h e

cours e of our book we sha ll a dduce so m a ny
inst a nces of t h e supe rna tura l— historica l
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a nd dom e st ic— a s i t will be im possible to
r e sist : th a t i s

,
if m e n a r e not to be sup

pose d in a un ive r sa l l e a gue t o fa lsify a nd to

de ce ive ; if a g e n e r a l con s e n t ca nnot be
m a de out to a m us e a nd to la ugh a t ; if a n

una nim i ty t ruly unh e a rd of
,
or a n obliquity

unbe l ie va ble
,
is not t o be de m on s tra t e d.

Te s t im ony which
,
ove r a nd ove r a g a in,

would be a dm it t e d in a ll t h e Court s ofJus t ice

in t h e wor ld ; e vide nce which , a nywh e r e ,
would dispo se of prope r ty a nd of life cor ro
bora t ive proofs

,
not conflue n t a nd con

vincing in t h e gross
,
broa d

,
im m e dia t e

s e nse (which oft e n m a ke s m ist a ke s) ; but

forcible in th e m os t pe rfe ctly gua rde d dishe
lie f

,
a nd we igh ty in t h e m os t infini t e sim a lly

de lica t e a ppr e cia t ive ba la nce s a t t e s t a tion

such a s this a wa i t s t h e g r e a t fa ct tha t m i
r a cle

,
e ve n in this our own m ode rn day, is

not on ly pos sibl e
,
but tha t i t t a ke s pla ce .

This is bolda sse r t ion . But le t t h e r e a de r
be ca ut ious in r e j e ct ing i t .
We ha ve poin t e d out th e r e a l r e a son why
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unbe lie va ble — tha t is
,

e xtra -s e ns e— t ruth
should ne ve r be cr e dit e d . It is tha t th e
world should ‘

re clos e com ple t e ly— be t h e

pe rfe ct— a bout us tha t we should a lwa ys
com e ba ck in to i t , not h a vm g h a d our wa rn
ing out of it . Scie nce -m e n a r e king s in
the ir own dom a i n

,
which is th e wor ld of

s e nse . But the y a r e ve ry un t rustwort hy
guide s out of i t . The y ca n dom e st ica t e us
ve ry s a t isfa ctorilyin thisworld, a nd ca n, pie ce
by pie ce

, put t h e m a chine ry of i t in to our

ha nd . But the y ca n n e ve r give us a nothe r .

Nor will th e i r gla nce e ve r a r r e st one in

visible vi s it a n t from out a no the r wor ld ;
nor will th e ir s igh t e ve r pe n e t r a t e , for a

m om e nt, pa st tha t sha dowy cur ta in
which i s ye t , pe rha ps, pe ne t ra ble— which
divide s t h e Se e n from t h e Unse e n . Le t us

give Scie nce due honour ; but le t us not

r e nde r up to it our hope s of th e future , a s
equa l ly a s a ll of us of th e pre se n t . If our

r e a de r wil l ca lm ly a nd ca ndidly conside r

th a t which we sha ll h e re a ft e r ha ve to t e ll
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h im , we think we ca n pr om ise th a t a lthough
ce r t a inly not a s a dde r”—be ca us e h e sh a ll
h a ve no r e a son t o be so— h e sha l l a wise r

m a n

Ar ise th e m orrow m orn

T h e hum a n r e a son will n e ve r find God.

Though som e thing be t t e r tha n hum a n
r e a son . m a y. And th is is our m ora l .
We will now proce e d

,
incide n t a l ly, to cit e

th e opin ion s of som e ve ry a ble m e n upon
th is a ll-im por t a n t subje ct of th e possibilitv
of th e supe rna tur a l . And we sh a l l supply
our own cr it icism s upon th ose whom we

quot e , a s we a dva nce . Both we propos e to
t r e a t a t la rge .
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CHAPTER III .

Appa ri t ions . Un ive rs a li ty of th e fe a r of th e supe r

n a tura l . C onfuta t ion of th e a rgum e n t s a ga in s t

th e pos s ib ility of supe rn a tur a l th ings . Appa r i t ion

t o a Judge . D is turbe d hous e of a Mr . C osn a n .

Ann e We a the rley of Wh its ta ble . C olon e l Guy
John son . Appa r i t ion of a la dy in Ire la n d . Ath e

n ia n Stua r t .

Wriosvs n a pplie s him se lf to th e subj e ct
of a ppa r i t ion s, m ust fe e l tha t th e t im e h a s

gone by whe n th e a ffe ct a tion of t r e a t ing i t
in t h e ha lf-se r ious, ha lf-bur le sque m a nn e r

a dopt e d by wr it e rs wh o, pe rha ps, pe rce ive d
t he y h a d a r e put a t ion a t st a ke

,
will s a t isfy

t h e inquiring m ind . Of la t e ye a rs
,
th e

im por t a n t que st ion, whe the r t h e Spirit re a lly
e xis ts in dist inct form a ft e r t h e de a th of

t h e body, h a s Shown a t e nde ncy to a ssum e
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i t s prope r propor t ion s r e la t ive to o the r
subj e ct s of philosophica l in t e r e st ; a nd the re
Is a la rg e a nd incr e a sing cla ss of e a rne st

m inds
,
whom n e ith e r th e sm ile of pity nor

t h e sn e e r of con t e m pt wil l turn from a n

inve s tiga t ion SO be com ing those wh o profe ss
a be li e f in th e ir im m or t a l na tur e . Th e

r e a ction a g a in s t th e de ba sing supe r s ti tion
of th e m iddle a ge s h a s fully e ffe ct e d i t s

purpose
,
a nd we r e t h e fa th e r of induct ive

scie nce to a ppe a r a m ong us
,
h e would

ha rdly n ow com pl a in t ha t our knowle dge
of ch e m is t ry

,
a nd sim ila r subj e ct s, is de r ive d

from spir it s a nd a nge ls . (Se e th e
“Novum

Orga num Scie n tia rum
,

”
s e c. 3

,
n . In a

word
, th e r e is no fe a r of our Fa r a days a nd

Br e wst e r s e ithe r s e a rching for t h e phi lo ~

Soph e r ’s s ton e or t h e e lixir of life . On th e

con t r a ry
,
t h e philosophy of this a g e h a s

e ve ry thing to hope from t h e r e viva l of

subj e ct s posse ss ing so m uch pe r son a l in
te r e st , a nd so im por t a n t in the ir h e a ring
on th e chie f doct rin e s ofRe ve la t ion .
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a ssum e th e possibility— n ay, m or e
,
th e pro

ba bility
— of disclosur e of spiri t to m a n .

T h e la t e Mr . Ma turin
, th e a uthor of

th e rom a nce of Me lm oth, th e t ra g e dy of
Be r t r a m

,

”
a nd s e ve ra l oth e r works in

which th e pre s e nce of a vivid im a gin a t ion

i s m a n ife st in e ve ry p a ge
,
h a s pla ce d t h e

subj e ct of t e rr or , a s inspire d by un se e n

a ge nci e s, in a ve ry cle a r light in h is in t ro
duct ion to th e “Fa t a l Re ve nge ; or

, th e

Fa m ily of Mon tor io Proba bly ve ry few

of th e pr e se nt ge ne r a t ion e ve r he a rd of tha t
ext r a va ga nt , but cle ve r fict ion . Ne a r ly
for ty ye a r s ha ve e la ps e d since t h e da t e of i ts
publica t ion, we be lie ve , a nd i t ne ve r r e a che d
a se cond e dition . Y e t such we r e th e indi
ca t ion s of ge n ius i t cont a in e d, a l though
Ma tur in wa s a young m a n whe n h e wrote

i t , tha t Sir Wa l t e r Scot t thought i t wor thy
of a cr it ica l n iche In th e “Qua rt e r lyRe view.

T h e Fa t a l Re ve nge ” is no t wor th r e viving
a s a whol e : i t is s tufi

’

e d full of hor ror s
im ita te d a ft e r Mrs . Ra dclifi

'

e
,
but dre sse d up
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in m ore n e rvous dict ion , a nd with a pro

founde r s e nse of th e t e rrible a nd th e

pictur e sque . Gr e a t e r powe rs
,
howe ve r ,

tha n Ma turin posse sse d would be r e quir e d
t o r e s tore th e popula r ity of tha t school of

wr it ing now. Pe ople a r e too se r iously
e ngrosse d in th e r e a l a ffa ir s of life t o be

m ove d by fa n t a s t ica l a bs t ra ct ions . The re
is no longe r a ny cr a ving a ft e r prodigie s
a nd im possibilit ie s— no longe r a ny runn ing

,

in brea thle ss e xpe ct a ncy, to th e circula t ing
libra ry for th e third volum e

,
to se e h ow th e

m ys t e r ie s a r e e xpla ine d— i h shor t , no longe r
a ny le isur e for t h e indulge nce of m orbid
cur iosi ty .

Th e pa ssa ge to which we de s ir e to dr aw
t h e a t t e n t ion of t h e r e a de r con t a ins t h e
following obse rva t ions

I que st ion if the re be a source of

e m ot ion in t h e whole m e nt a l fr a m e so

powe rful or un ive r sa l a s th e fe a r a ris ing

fr om obj e cts of invis ible t e r r or . Pe rha ps
the r e is no o th e r tha t h a s be e n , a t som e
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pe riod or othe r of life
, th e pr e dom ina nt

a nd inde lible se n sa t ion of e ve ry m ind
,
of

e ve ry cla ss , a nd unde r e ve ry circum st a nce .

Love , suppose d to be t h e m ost g e n e r a l of

pa ssions, h a s ce r t a inly be e n fe lt in i t s

puri ty by ve ry fe w
,
a nd by som e not a t a ll,

e ve n in it s m os t inde fin it e a nd sim ple s t a t e .

T h e sa m e m igh t be sa id
,
dfor t ior i, of ot he r

pa ssions . But wh o is th e re tha t h a s n e ve r
fe a r e d ? Wh o i s the r e tha t h a s n ot in

volun t a rily r e m e m be r e d th e gossip’s t ale in
solitude

,
or in da rkn e ss Wh o is the r e tha t

h a s not som e t im e s shive r e d unde r a n in

flue nce h e would sca rce a cknowle dg e to

him se lf ?
Th e r e se e m s t o be a slight ve rba l n e g li

ge nce in t h e pa s sa ge m a rke d in i t a l ics : T h e
m e a n ing of t h e a uthor obviously is

,
th efe a r

a r is ing j i
'

om invis ible obj e cts of t e r ro

Tha t this is a com m on source of e m ot ion ,
is, we t hink, a proposit ion not to be de n ie d .

Whe the r tha t , howe ve r, which, a ft e r a ll
,

se e m s to be but a n a ccide n t, is a s un ive rsa l
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a s loVe , which is a n e ce ssi ty of our n a ture ,

will not be so r e a dily a dm it t e d. Te rror , no
doubt, unde r on e influe nce or a nothe r , h as
be e n fe lt by e ve rybody ; but t e r ror , unde r
t ha t p a r t icula r a spe ct to which Ma turin

se e m s to confine th e te rm s of h is de finit ion,
h a s ce r ta inly not be e n fe l t by som e .

Th e t e rror of i nde finit e influe nce s, of t h e
supe r na tur a l a nd invis ible , is by no m e a ns

th e r e sul t e i the r of cons t itut iona l we a kne ss
,

or th e supe rs t it ious cre dulity of ignora nce .

I t t a ke s i t s spring in de e pe r a nd m or e g e

ne r a l ca use s . It be longs to th e whole cla ss
of un sa t isfie d proble m s which r e la t e t o t h e

conn e c t ion subsist ing be twe e n this phys ica l
wor ld a nd t h e sha dowy un ive r se by which
i t is sur rounde d , t owa rds which our s e cre t
Spe cula t ions a r e pe rpe tua lly dir e c t e d, but
upon th e e the re a l e le m e n t s of wh ich our

grosse r fa cult ie s spe cula t e in va in . This s e nse
of a nothe r world e ncom pa ssing us

,
fille d

with spiritua l in t e llige nce s, is a n in s t inc t
ofna ture , to which r e ligion i tse lf s e rve s
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only to give a sublim e r e a rn e s tn e ss . Eve ry
hum a n be ing, in a ll cla sse s of life a nd a t

a ll a ge s, h a s be e n conscious of this s e cre t

s e n sa tion ; a nd n o outwa rd bra ve r ie s of

s ce p t icism ca n conce a l or ove rcom e i t .

T h e t rue coura ge consis t s
,
not in afle ct a tion

of con t e m pt for such not ion s
,
but in t h e de

s ire to sift a nd com pr e he n d the m . Wh y is

i t tha t a dult s a s we l l a s ch ildre n ha ve , m ore

or le ss
,
a ce r t a in va gue fe e ling of une a sin e ss

in th e da rk ? No t a dr e a d of ghos ts— not

a fe a r of robbe r s— not a n a ppr e he n sion of

a ccide n t
,
for the y ca n Sit s till, - but a

consciousne ss (f be ing lef t a lone in th e spir i

tua l wor ld of s ile nce a nd da rkn e s s . In t h e

da yligh t th e r e is no such s e n sa t ion the y a re

t he n surrounde d by t h e vi sible th ings wi th
which the y a r e fa m iliar, a nd find com pa n ion
ship a nd r e spons e a nd a ct ivity on a llside s to
occupy the ir thought s .

The re is nothing ve ry surpr ising in a ll this .

It is on ly whe n we g e t be yond t h e r e gion
of th e invisible

,
a nd find ourse lve s fa ce to
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fa ce with Phe nom e na
,
of th e funct ions a nd

e xist e nce s of which we ca n n e ve r be III

form e d on this s ide of t h e gra ve
,
tha t we

ha ve a ny r e a l ground for th e e xpr e ssion of

m e n t a l a we . We spe a k of Such Phe nom e na

n e ithe r a m biguously nor dis t rus tfully. lVe

a ssum e a t once tha t
,
Wh a t e ve r opinions

m e n m ay e n t e r t a in in t h e a bs tr a c t upon

que s t ions Which no m a n living i s com pe t e nt
t o r e s olve

,
the y ca nnot se t a s ide ve rit a ble

t e s t im on ie s in m a t t e r s of this n a tur e
,
which

the y would be com pe lle d to a dm i t upon t h e
ordin a ry a ffa irs of life . If e vide nce be
a dm issible a t a ll— a nd if i t be not

,
t h e door

is Close d upon inquiry
,
a s if hum a n in te lli

ge nce h a d a lre a dy cle a r e d up tha t sole m n

m ys t e ry which no hum a n in t e llig e nce ca n

pe n e tr a t e— the n we a re bound to r e ce ive
a nd judg e in th e m e a sur e of i ts cr e dibility .

We know of no othe r t e s t by wh ich we ca n

e ve r a rr ive
,
not a t t h e solut ion of our doubts

,

but a t a right unde rs ta nding of wh a t i t is
we doubt . T o m e e t a ll we ll-a uthe n tica t e d
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s t a te m e n t s of spe c tr a l a ppe a ra nce s (if we
m ay so ca ll those dim a nd ine xplica ble form s

which m e n ha ve se e n or fa nci e d the y saw) ,
o r a ny o the r a t te st e d ac coun t s of pe r sona l

e xpe r i e nce s on th e confine s of th e wor ld of
s h a dows

,
wi th a ge ne ra l discla im e r of ph i

losoph ica l disse n t , is in e ffe c t to a sse r t e ithe r
t ha t such th ings ca nnot be

,
or tha t t h e

pe r son s wh o ha ve borne witne ss to the m
ha ve g ross ly de ce ive d the m se lve s

,
o r— t h e

on ly re m a in ing bra nch of th e a l t e rna t ive
h a ve de s ir e d s t ill m or e grossly to de ce ive
ot he r s
Now

, t h e se a s se r tion s a r e one a nd a ll

un te n a ble . To a sse r t tha t such things
c a nno t be

,
is t h e a s sum pt ion of a fa ct for

which no cre a t e d be ing pos se s se s wa rra n t
o r a uthor i ty. “l

h o sa ys tha t such things
ca nno t be ? How do e s h e know the y ca n
n ot be Or , r a t h e r , ca n h e inform us

,
out

of t h e fa thom le ss de pths of h is pre sum p

t uous ignora nce
,
of th e n a tur e of tha t Which

h e says ca nnot be ? T h e ve ry fir st condi
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judge of th a t which
.

th e y looke d upon is

Qui t e a s m uch a bov e im pe a chm e n t a s the ir
v e ra city ; a nd

,
ce r t a in ly

,
a s a m e re m a t t e r

of t e st im ony, the y m ust be a llowe d to be
be t t e r judg e s of i t tha n those wh o ha ve no

oppor tun ity ofjudgi ng of i t e xce pt from the i r
s t a t e m e n t .

T h e supposit ion tha t such pe rson s a r e

e nga ge d in a de sign to de ce ive othe r s, is
t h e la st m ise r a ble r e fuge of a n e xha us t e d
a rgum e n t . So com pr e he n sive a conspira cy
wa s ce r ta in ly ne ve r e n t e r e d in to be for e t o
de lude t h e sim plici ty of t h e wor ld

,
since i t

e m bra ce s som e of t h e m os t e n ligh t e ne d a s
we ll a s som e of th e m os t com m on -pla ce of

m a nkind ; pe ople of a ll a ge s, condi t ions , a nd
coun t r ie s

,
wh o

,
without conce r t wi th e a ch

o the r , m us t ha ve e m ba rke d in t h e s a m e

crusa de a g a in s t t h e con scie nce s , th e dogm a s
,

a nd t h e conve n tion a l n e g a ti ve s of socie ty
W e ha ve be e n te m pt e d in to the s e r e

m a rks by t h e following in te r e s t ing com m u

m ica tion with which we ha ve be e n fa vour e d
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by a cor re sponde n t . Aft e r wha t we ha ve
s a id upon th e subj e ct ge ne r a lly

,
i t is um

ne ce ssa ry to be spe a k a ny spe cia l de gr e e of

a t t e n t ion to this curious r e la t ion of a n

a uthe n t ica t e d fa ct . Com m e n t a ry upon such
things is not for us ; nor for a ny on e wh o

m e r e ly cont e nds, a s we do, for t h e r igh t of

e vide nce (in a ll o the r r e spe ct s wor thy of

cre de nce ) to be a dm it t e d into cour t a nd

he a rd with a t t e n t ion . Th e issue s a re ve st e d
in a HIGHER TRIBUNAL .

Our cor re sponde n t s t a t e s tha t sh e use d to
lis t e n to th e s tory

,
in h e r youth, with thr ill

ing in t e r e st a s it fe ll from t h e lips of a

ve n e r a ble a nd ve n e ra t e d be ing, wh o h a d it
from t h e j udge him s e lf

,
a nd wh o be lie ve d i t

to h is dying day. It is a s ingula r fe a tur e
in th e ca s e , tha t Judg e R
ignora n t of th e pe rsons wh o we r e in t h e

wa s tot a lly

house whe r e this occur re nce t ook pla ce
,

a nd tha t h e wa s t he n a young m a n full of

h e a l th a nd spiri ts
,
a nd th e la st pe rson to



44 CURIOUS THINGS OF

e n t e r t a in
,
or e ve n to a dm i t

, t h e e xis t e nce
Of s e ns a t ion s Of a fa nciful or n e r vous kind .

Ea rly in t h e com m e nce m e n t of t h e la s t
ce nt ury

, t h e following m os t e xt ra ordin a ry
occurr e nce ha ppe ne d to a g e n t l e m a n wh o

,
in

a ft e r life
,
a t t a ine d to t h e h ighe st honours th e

le ga l profe ssion could be stow
,
a nd for m a ny

ye a r s a dorne d th e judicia l be nch with a union
Of t a le n t

,
in te gri ty, a nd e ve ry o the r qua lity

which be ca m e a schola r , a judg e , a nd, a bove
a ll, a Chr is t ia n . Aft e r this hum ble a nd

br ie f t ribut e to h is e xa l te d cha r a ct e r , i t is
sca rce ly n e c e s sa ry t o a dd

, tha t h e im plicit ly
be lie ve d th e following s ingula r n a rr a t ive ,
which h e wa s in th e ha bit Of r e la t ing to h is
in t im a t e fr ie nds .

In h is e a r ly ye a r s , Mr . R h a d unfor

tuna t e ly im bibe d m a ny Of those infide l
doct r in e s wh ich som e ye a rs la t e r broke for th
wi th a ll the i r a pp a lling . but sur e fruits

,
in

unha ppy Fr a nce
,

O \ e r turn ing thron e a nd

a l t a r
,
a nd ba thing t h e good a nd th e virtuous
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in th e ir blood . T h e se lf-s tyle d philosophe rs
a nd Fr e e th inke rs (a s t he y we re othe rwise
ca lle d) of t hos e da ys m a in t a in ed, a m ongs t
othe r pr inciple s n o le ss da rk a nd g loom y
tha n the y we re da ng e rous, t h e ut t e r i m

possibility tha t th e im m a te r ia l pa r t , t h e

soul Of m a n
,
could e xis t for a m om e n t whe n

d isunit e d from i t s e a r thly t e ne m e n t , t h e

body ; a nd this h a d be e n a fa vour i te the ory
wi th our young la wye r . Mr . R wa s

th e n m a king wha t wa s con side r e d a ve ry
e ncoura ging prog r e s s in h is profe ssion, a nd
in t h e a utum n of t h e ye a r l 7 ve n ture d to
un it e h is fa t e with tha t of a la dv to whom
h e h a d long be e n a t t a ch e d . T h e v a rra ng e d
t o spe nd t h e r e m a inde r Of th e long va ca t ion
a t Brigh t h e lm s ton e (a s i t wa s the n ca ll e d) ,
a nd a s m one y is r a re ly a ve ry a bunda n t
a r t icle in a young la wy e r ’s pocke t

,
a nd

t he y we r e una ccom pa n ie d by s e rva n t s
, the y

prude n tlv r e solve d t o be con t e n t wi th a pa r t
m e n t s in a lodgi ng -hous e , occupie d

,
Of

course , by othe r pe rsons . The ir a ccom m o.
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da t ion con sist e d Of one be droom a nd sit t ing
r oom

,
on th e pr incipa l or dra wing-room

floor . T h e only e n t r a nce to th e be dch a m

be r wa s t hrough t h e sit t ing -room
,
a nd t he re

wa s no possible m e a ns of a cce ss t o t h e

form e r e xce pt through th e la t t e r , a nd the r e
wa s no door Of e n t ra n ce to t h e si tt ing-room
but th e one which ope n e d on t h e ge n e ra l
st a irca se . Mr . a nd Mr s . R

from London la t e in t h e e ve ning ; for in

a rrive d

those da ys th e dis t a nce from London to

Br igh ton wa s inde e d a da y
’

s journ e y . The y
t ook posse ss ion Of th e a pa r tm e n t s pr e pa re d
for the m wi thout inquir ing , or

,
inde e d

,

ca r ing ,
wh o we re th e ir fe llow - lodg e r s .

Im m e dia t e ly a ft e r br e a kfa s t , t h e n e xt
m orn ing , the y s e t forth to e njoy t h e s e a

br e e z e s , a nd ha ving no se rva n t t o ke e p
gua rd ove r the ir s m a ll prope r ty

,
Mr . R

locke d t h e out e r door a nd took th e ke y in

h is pocke t . Le t it be r e m e m be r e d, the s e
we r e t h e da ys whe n our unha ppy g r a nd
m othe rs h a d da ilv to unde rgo t h e m ise ry
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Of a ll th e cur ling
,
fr izz ing , a nd powde r

ing , Wi thout which no ge n t le wom a n could
pre se n t he rs e lf a ft e r t h e e a rly m orning
hour s ; a nd so in t rica t e wa s t h e ope ra t ion

,

tha t th e da ily a ss is t a nce of a r e gula r
ha irdre sse r wa s im pe ra t ive ly ne ce ssa ry .

Mrs . R r e turne d
,
th e re for e , a bout

twe lve O’clock
,
t o r e ce ive th e visi t of this

im por t a n t pe r sona g e , wh o wa s in wa it ing
,

a nd a ccord ingly e n t e r ed th e room (th e door
Of which Mr . R unlocke d) with the m

r e t ir e d to th e be droom
t o dive s t he r s e lf Of h e r wa lking-dr e ss, a nd
s e lve s Mr s . R

r e turn e d pr e pa r e d for t h e ha irdr e ss e r, l e a v
ing th e door Of t h e be dcha m be r Ope n . Mr .

R s e a t e d him s e lfwi t h h is book in such a

posI tlon a s to com m a nd th e in t e r ior of t h e

be droom
,
a nd for a fe w m inut e s a ll wa s

s ile nce : a t le ngth, by a ccide n t , Mr . R

r a is e d h is e ye s from h is book
,
a nd ut t e r e d

a n e xcla m a t ion ind ica tive Of such int e nse
a s tonishm e n t a s to s t a r t le Mrs . R a nd

m a ke h e r inquire wh a t wa s th e m a t t e r . He
,
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wi th a cool s e lf-pos se ssion which prove d
h e wa s no t unde r th e im m e dia t e influe nce
Of im ag in a ry t e r ror , r e plie d

,

“DO not be

a la r m e d
,
but I se e a youn g wom a n s t a nding

in th e doorwa ybe twe e n th e room s ;
”
a nd the n

h e a dde d with g r e a t kindne s s, Y ou n e e d
not fe a r , for Sh e is not th e l e a s t like you ;
t h e supe r s tit ion Of h is wife ’s coun try

(Scot la nd) im m e dia t e ly occurr ing to h is

m e m ory
,
tha t if t h e wr a i th or a ppa r i t ion Of

a living pe r son is se e n , th a t pe r son is

doom e d to e a rly a nd to Spe e dy de a th . He

the n we n t on to de scr ibe m inut e ly th e fe a ture s
a nd com ple xion Of th e figure be for e h im ,

a nd e ve n th e whi t e dr a pe ry in wh ich sh e wa s
e nve lope d . Se ve ra l s e conds e la ps e d in this
m a nn e r

,
wh e n

,
wi th a de e p sigh, h e e x

cla im e d
,
Sh e is gone Th e ha irdr e sse r

,

wh o h a d r e m a ine d a n a s tonishe d spe c ta tor
Of this e xt ra ordina ry sce n e

,
— a nd a s ye t a ll

pa r t i e s we re m or e a m a z e d tha n awe s truck
,

— now ve n tur e d wi th Mr . a nd Mr s . R

in to th e be droom ; but , a fte r t h e m ost
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t ha n h e Whispe r e d t o h iswife
,

“Doe s a nything
s trike you ?

” “Oh ye s !
”
sh e r e plie d

,

“ this
i s e xa ct ly wha t you saw a nd de scr ibe d .

I t a va ils not t o pur sue th e story fa r the r ;
for it is th e wish of t h e wr it e r m e r e ly to
de ta il th e sim ple fa cts , a s sh e r e ce ive d the m
from t h e r e ve r e nd fr ie nd of th e e xce lle n t
p e r son to whom t he y occurr e d ; nor would
sh e

,
if sh e could

,
a dd to the m by a ny flight

Of im a g ina t ion Th e wri t e r ne ve r kn ew
a ny of t h e circum s t a nce s a t t e nding t h e

form e r h istory Of th e s ist e r s ; nor i s sh e

a wa r e th a t th e singula r occurr e nce h a d a ny

influe nce on t h e life Of t h e judg e . It is

ce r t a in tha t h e be ca m e a t rue be lie ve r a nd

though be fr e que n t ly r e pe a te d this s tory
t o h is dying da y, t h e wr i t e r n e ve r h e a rd
whe the r h e a t tribut e d a ny con se que nce to
this m ost m yst e rious e ve n t . It is byno m e a n s

im possible
,
but such a n a ppe a r a nce

,fi rm ly

be lie ve d in
,
m ight h a ve Ope ne d h is e ye s to

th e a bstra ct proposi tion tha t the r e is
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a nothe r s t a te Of e xist e nce be yond th e tom b
,

a nd t h e conse que nce Of this n ew view Of
m a n

’

s n a ture
,
followe d up in hum ility, dili

ge nce
,
a nd fa ith

,
m ight

,
by th e guida n ce of

th e ble ss e d Spir i t
,
le a d on

,
st e p by s t e p , to

a ll th e brigh tn e ss of e t e rn a l t ruth . Nor

will th e writ e r pr e sum e to dwe ll upon th e

Ofte n -re pe a t e d Obj e ct ion which inva r ia bly
occurs a t t h e conclusion Of th e b e st -a uth e n
t ica t e d ghost -story. In t h e fir s t pla c e

,

cui bono P
”

a nd if you r e ply, Why, to
a wa ke n a n infid e l from h is sle e p of de a th
t h e r e s t is (though we Should be ca r e ful of
s e t t ing lim its to divin e m e rcy) , Why should
th e Alm ighty Fa the r Of a ll vouchs a fe to
one individua l such a n a stonishing visi t a t ion ,

a nd de ny i t to thousa nds in th e sa m e cir

cum s t a nce s ? Pa r ticula r ly whe n we r e a d so
cle a r ly in h is holy word , h ow wholly in e ffi
cie n t such de pa r tur e s from t h e ordina ry
cour se Of n a tur e would h e , we r e the y m or e

fre que n tly gr a n t e d . If the y he a r not

MoSe s a nd th e prophe t s , n e ithe r will they
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be pe rsua de d though on e r os e from th e

de a d !”

All t ha t ca n be sa id is
,
tha t our for e

fa the r s, e ighty Or nin e ty ye a rs a go, fir m ly
be lie ve d m uch t o be supe rna tur a l, which
t he ir m or e

~

m a t t e r -of—fa ct de sce nda n t s,
though fa r le ss poe t ic a nd rom a n ti c

,
now

a t t r ibut e t o dyspepsi a , a nd a ll. sor ts of dull
a nd unin t e r e s ting ca us e s . But e ve n wh e n
a ll th e ut ili t a r ia n s ha ve s a id the ir ut m ost

,

th e wr it e r ca nno t but subscribe t o th e

Opin ion of Ha m le t The r e a r e m or e

thing s in he a ve n a nd e a r th
,
Hor a t io

,
tha n

a r e dr e a m t Of in our philosophy.

”

Ce r t a in it is
,
tha t

,
wh a t e ve r im pr e s sion

this n a rr a t ive m a y m a ke upon th e m ind of

t h e r e a de r
,
it is fa r from be ing a solit a ry

ins t a nce of such visi t a t ions . Wha t should
i t a ll m e a n

,
e xce pt tha t the r e is som e thing

r e a lly out side Of us ? A life
,
concurr e n t

wi th -our life
,
which som e t im e s undul a t e s

in to i t . We could e a sily a ccum ula t e wi th a

va r ie ty of such— a s inde e d we h a ve supplie d
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a t ole ra ble num be r— if t h e ‘

a ggre ga ti on of

proofs could be product ive of a ny m ore

la uda ble e nd tha n th a t of s t im ula t ing e x

cit e d cur ios ity . De rive d from th e sa m e

source a s th e p re ce ding s tory
,
is a circum

s ta nce
,
Of a n une xpl a ina ble kind

,
which

ha ppe n e d in Be rkshi re
,
whe r e i t is ge n e r a lly

cr e dit e d
,
a nd which we sh a ll

,
proba bly,

by-a nd-bya dd. T h e c a se Of Lord Ly t te l ton

(a s in a noth e r pla ce we sha l l pe rha ps give i t) ,
Of Young

,
Of th e Duke of Buckingha m ,

a nd

of Sir Wa lt e r Scot t , wh o is sa id to ha ve
se e n t h e figure Of Lord Byron in th e ha ll
a t Abbotsford, a re fa m i lia r to e ve ry one

in te r e s t ed in t he s e subj e ct s .

‘We m ay a dd

se ve r a l m ore
,
som e wh a t in de t a il

,
t ha t a r e

not so we ll known, but e qua lly we ll subst a n
t ia t e d by r e lia ble e vide nce .

T h e hous e Of Mr . C osna n, m in iste r of

Church Sa n t e n
,
wa s ha un t e d by a grot e sque

de m on
,
wh o use d to scr ibble upon th e n e wly

pla st e r e d wa lls
,
a nd pla y a va r ie ty Of m onke y

tricks . Once
,

a t noonda y
,
Mr . Gosna n
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thr ew a ston e a cross a r ive r
,
a nd i t wa s

in st a n t ly r e turn e d by a n invisibl e ha nd .

This wa s r e pe a t e d a num be r of t im e s suc

ce ssive ly, a nd h e e ve n took th e pr e ca ution
Of m a rking t h e s tone t o m a ke sur e it wa s

t h e s a m e . T h e circum s t a nce m a de a gre a t
noise in th e n e ighbourhood

,
a nd se ve r a l Of

t h e m ost r e spe ct a ble Of th e fa rm e rs ca lle d to
inquir e a bout it ; doubt le ss, a lso, to la ugh
a bout i t ,with th e a ccus tom e d re a l or a ssum e d
incr e dulity . On e Of the m m a de a gre a t pa r a de
in h is disbe lie f

,
a nd

,
in orde r t o e nforce h is

e loque nce
,
s t ruck t h e t a bl e a t which th e y

we r e sit t ing , ve he m e n tly, with h is h a nd . T o

th e gre a t a s ton ish m e nt of th e whol e com pa ny,
e xa ct ly a s if j a r r e d from t h e ce iling by t h e
st roke

,
a gr a ve lly roa dside s ton e s t ruck th e

t a ble close a t h is ha nd . This a n e cdot e i s
r e la t e d on t h e a uthori ty of th e Re v. Mr .

Wood
,
Of Dougla s

,
whose fa th e r h a d i t from

t h e m outh of Mr . C osn a n him se lf.
Ann e We a the rle y, a young m a rr ie d

wom a n
,
wa s a ccom pa nying h e r fa th e r hom e
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to Whits ta ble
,
in Ke n t, a cross th e coun try,

a nd a ske d h im
,
on t h e wa y, a fte r som e

he si t a t ion
,
if h e h ad not se e n t h e figure of

De a th s t a nding twice be fore th e m —once
in t h e pa thwa v in th e fie ld

,
a nd once a t a

s t ile which the y we r e a pproa ching. He

t r ie d t o la ugh h e r out Of it , but sh e pe r
s is t e d in h e r story ; sh e be ca m e blind a lm ost

im m e dia t e ly, a nd h e r fa th e r h a d gr e a t ditfi
culty in ge t t ing h e r hom e . In a fe w da ys
sh e wa s de a d . Th e fa ct Wa s r e la t ed to

Grose , th e a n t iqua ry, by h e r m o the r . is

pr oba bly one Of th ose in st a nce s tha t m a y

be sa fe ly r e fe rr e d t o Opt ica l de lus ion th e

figur e be ing, pe rha ps, produc e d upon t h e
r e tina by th e com ing m is ts tha t we re to

drown h e r e ye s in da rkn e ss . If th e curious
r e a de r e ve r finds h im se lf in th e qua int

,
dull

,

se a s ide tOwn OfWhit s ta ble , h e wi ll, in s e ve r a l
pla ce s

,
e ncoun t e r th e na m e of We a the r le y .

Colone l Guy Johnson wa s wa lking with
h is wife into T inconde ra go, in Am e r ica ,
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whe n sh e fa ncie d sh e s aw a m a n whom
the y both kn e w, but wh o wa s th e n a t a dis

t a nce from t h e pla ce
,
m a king a coffin out

Of som e pa rt icula r sor t Of pla nks, which Sh e

de scribe d, a dding t ha t Sh e dis t inct ly s aw

h e r own n a m e inscribe d upon i t . Sh e r e

pe a t e d th e sa m e t o s e ve r a l pe r son s . Al

though the n in pe rfe ct he a l th , Sh e die d in
four da ys ; a nd i t so h a ppen e d tha t t h e
m a n sh e s a w

,
by a concur re nce of circum

st a nce s
,
a ctua lly did m a ke h e r coflin

,
of th e

kind of pla nks sh e de scr ibe d . Colone l
John son , him se lf

,
is th e a uthori ty for this

st a t e m e n t .

In a we st e rn town in Ire la nd
,
a la dy wa s

ill
,
a nd h e r husba nd a nd da ugh t e r , le a ving

h e r on e da y on th e sofa
,
we n t out

t o wa lk . Th e v h a d not proce e de d fa r ,

whe n th e y both s aw h e r
,
in h e r r idingha bit

,

on h e r hor se
,
a t th e opposi te s ide Of th e

s t r e e t
,
a s wa s h e r cus tom whe n sh e wa s

we ll : th e y im m e dia t e ly r e turn e d hom e
,
but
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on it . T h e child a nd Mr .

Stua rt would ne ve r sit in tha t room a ga in
,

but brought down a ll h is books a nd pa pe r s
t o th e pa rlour .
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CHAPTER IV.

Om e ns . H is tor ica l prognos t ics . C ha rle s I . Ma ry

Of M e dicis . H e nry
“

IV. of Fr a nce . In dia n pr e
d e not e m e n t s a n t icipa t ing th e Gr e a t Insur r e ction

of 1 85 7 . Prophe cie s . S tory of a n English coun t ry
fa m ily, C oron a t ion of C h a rle s I . C ur ious cir

cum s ta nce s in th e h is tory ofM a r ie -An toine tte a nd

Ma r i e -Loui s e . C ha t e au of Fa n . Th e S tua res .

Fa t a l i t ie s of th e Hous e Of C ha rle m a gne . S tory

of Gh e n t . C ur ious a ccoun t of a n appa r i t ion in

H a m psh ir e . S t ra ng e s tory of t h e S ight s -Of a

Sh ipm a s t e r a nd h is C r e w. T h e a uth e n t ic h is tory
Of t h e appa r i t ion to La dy B e r e sford .

O MENS cons t itut e th e poe t ry of h is tory.

The y ca us e t h e se r ie s Of e ve n t s which t h e y
a r e suppos e d to de cla r e

,
to flow in to spe cia l

un i ty a nd th e poli t ica l ca t a st r eph e s e e m s

to be produce d, not by prude nce or by folly
,

but by th e supe r int e nding de s t iny . T h e
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1. Ai e rons toke n s of th e de a th of H e n ry IV.

of Fra nce a r e fine ly t r a gical . Ma ry of

Me dicis
,
in h e r dr e a m ,

saw th e brillia n t

g e ms of h e r crown ch a nge in t o pe a r ls , t h e
sym bol of

‘

t e a r s a nd m ourning . An owl

hoot e d, -

un t il sunr is e , a t th e window of t h e

ch a m be r to wh ich t h e King a nd Que e n
re tir e d

,
a t St . De n is, on th e n igh t prece d

ing h e r coron a tion . Dur ing t h e ce r e m ony,
i t wa s obse rve d wi th dr e a d tha t t h e da rk por
t a ls le a ding to th e roya l se pulchre be n e a th
t h e choir we re g a ping a nd e xpa nde d

,
T h e

fla m e of th e con s e cr a t e d t a pe r
,
he ld by t h e

Que e n
,
wa s sudde n ly e x t inguishe d, a nd

twice h e r crown n e a r ly fe ll t o t h e ground .

T h e prognos t ica t ion s of t h e m isfor tun e s of

t h e S tua r t s h a ve e qua lly a cha r a c te r of

sole m n gra nde ur ; a nd we a re r e m inde d of

t h e por t e n t s of Rom e whe n we r e a d h ow
th e sudde n t e m pe st r e n t t h e roya l s t a nda rd
on th e Towe r of London . Cha r le s

,
yie ld

ing to h is de st iny, wa s obs t ina t e in th e signs
of e vil de a th . He r e fus e d to be cla d in t h e
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ga rm e nts of Edwa r d th e Confe ssor, in

which a ll h is pr e de ce ssors h a d be e n ' a r

r a ye d, a nd h e would be a t t ir e d in whi t e .

Se riouslv a nd s trongly did th e Ea r l of

Pe m broke a t t e m pt to dissua de h im ; for th e

prophe cy of th e m isfor tune s of t h e Wh i te

King h a d long be e n cur re n t . But h is

e nt re a t ie s we r e in va in, a nd Cha r le s wa s
crown e d inve s t e d with th e r a im e n t which
indica t e d h is m isfor tun e s .

We a dduce t h e following from th e a o

coun t of a ve ry in t e llige n t officia l, wh o for a
long pe riod r e side d in India

,
a nd who is ve ry

in t im a te ly a cqua in t e d wi th th e pe ople
I m a de th e a cqua in t a nce of a nothe r

pe rson a ge a t De lh i
,
for whom I e n t e rt a ine d

a ve ry gr e a t liking a nd r e ga rd . This wa s
Mirz a Fut te h Alle e Sha hBa h a door

,
th e he ir

a ppa r e n t to t h e thron e of De lhi . He wa s

a ve ry a m ia ble a nd in t e llige n t prince
,
a nd

h a d a n e xt ra ordin a ry thirs t for knowle dge .

Am ongs t othe r things tha t h e wa s curious

t o le a rn, wa s th e h is torv of s te a m -powe r
,
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r a ilroa ds
,
a nd th e e le ctr ic t e le gr a ph . For

hours toge the r , h e would e n cour a ge m e— n ay,

im por tune me— to t a lk with h im on th e se
m a t ters . I m a y far th e r m e n t ion

,
inr e g a rd

of this pr ince a nd h is fa m ily, tha t , while I
wa s a t De lhi, th e fe s ti va l of t h e B ed ca m e

t o pa s s ; a nd tha t
,
a t it

,
occur re d a n om e n

—a cce pt e d a s such—which wa s va r iously
in t e rpr e t e d . T h e Ki ng or

,
in o th e r

words, t h e Gr e a t Mogul— sa crifice s a ca m e l.

T h e King kills— or used to ki ll— th e ca m e l
wit h h is own ha nd, by driving a spe a r de e p
in to th e bre a s t of t h e a n im a l . On t h e

occa s ion t o wh ich I now re fe r
, th e King ,

be ing e xtr e m e ly old a nd fe e ble
,
wa s a ssist e d

by two a t t e nda n t s ; a nd i n a tt e m pt ing t o

dr ive t h e spe a r hom e
,
it sn a ppe d in two

ha lve s . Tha t wa s t h e om e n . T h e frie nds
of Mirz a Fut t e h Alle e Sha h Ba h a door in
t e rpr e t e d i t a s prognos tica t ing th e Ki ng

’

s

d e a th
,

a nd t h e Spe e dy succe ssion of t h e

h e ir-a ppa r e n t to t h e throne . O th e rs
,
h ow

e ve r
,
took a m ore por t e n tous view of th e
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m e a ning Of th e om e n . The s e would insist
tha t i t indica te d th e downfa ll Of th e King

,

and t h e o ve r thrn ing Of h is thron e for e ve r .

Mir za die d
, about a ye a r a g o

,
of a n a t ta ck

of chole ra ; and i t m ay not be pre m a tur e
,

pe rha ps, to sa y tha t t h e thron e Of th e Gre a t
Mogul will not in futur e be r e cognised .

”

The r e wa s a not h e r curious prophe cy con

ne ct edwit h t h e thron e of De lhi, a nd cur r e n t
for m a ny ye a r s in th e Punja ub. It wa s

im plic it ly be lie ve d t ha t th e S ikh soldie ry
would

,
o ne day or othe r , a nd be for e long

,

sa ck De lhi ; a nd in 1845
,
whe n t h e Sikh

a r m y crosse d our fron tie r, i t wa s a n t icipa te d
tha t De lhi wa s it s de st ina t ion . But t h e

fulfilm e n t Of th e proph e cy wa s r e se rve d to

a la t e r t im e . Th e pre dic tion h a s
,
to a

ce rt a in e xt e nt , be e n wonde rfully ve rifie d
th e Sikh soldie rs h a ve pa rt a ke n of t h e

plunde r Of t h e Mogul ca pit a l. But who

could e ve r ha ve dr e a m e d tha t th e ir e nt ry
int o De lhi would be in com pa ny wi th Brit is h
s oldie rs ? It is a s though— a nd quit e a s in
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cre dible a s if— som e on e h a d pr e dict e d,in
181 6

, t h e ve a r a ft e r t h e ba t t l e of Wa t e r loo
a nd th e occupa t ion Of Pa ri s

,
tha t , in 1 85 5 ,

th e Que e n Of Eng la nd, a gr a nd-da ught e r
of Ge org e III.

,
would be a gue s t

,
a t

th e Tuile rie s
,
of a n Em pe ror Of t h e Fr e nch,

a nd a n e phe w of Na pole on Bona pa r te ;
a nd

‘

th a t such Que e n would be le d upon
th e a rm of such Em pe ror— as a sor t of

m a j e s t ic re t ribut ion— to visit th e tom b Of
t h e illus t r ious pr isone r of Sa in t H e le na !
T h e following is a n a uth e n t ica t e ds tory

In th e ye a r 1 85 7 , a bout five we e ks be fore
t h e fir s t news Of th e outbr e a k of th e Se poy
a t rocit ie s r e a che d this coun try

,
t h e fa m ily

Of th e M
we r e

,
a s usua l

,
a t t e nding Sunda y s e rvice

S
,
wh o a r e s e a te d in shir e ,

in t h e church Of t he ir own pa r ish . T h e

M s a r e Of a n a nci e n t a nd honour a ble
s tock. For ce n tur ie s the y ha ve be e n e s t a

blish e d in t h e g r e y, Got h ic m a nsion-house
,

a m ids t th e tr e e s, on th e t op Of t h e hil l ; a nd
t h e woods a round which a re a t a shor t dis
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But not m e r e ly for de sign a nd e xe cution is
this m onum e n t Of t h e M —S a n Obj e ct Of
in t e r e st in t h e n e ighbour hood . I t

‘

h a s a

st ory . T h e Old gre y se xton will t e ll it you
a s

,
j ing ling th e church-ke ys, h e s t a nds by i ts

Side . Be for e a ny of th e fa m ily of th e M -s

die
,
th e a nge l on t h e m onum e n t is se e n to

m ove , for a m om e n t
,
downwa rd i t s uplift e d

fing e r . If you sm ile a t th e supe r st it ion, h e
will g ive you pa r t icula r s—da t e s : a nd h e

will de cla re tha t h e
,
him se lf

,
on m or e tha n

on e occ a sion s a w th e a nge l’s finge r dis
t inctly m ove

,
a nd tha t , wh e n SO, a de a th in

t h e Old ga ble d m a nor -house a lwa ys fol

lowe d . Th e Old Squir e
,

”
h e s a id th e

la s t a fore th e pr e se n t one —wa s in t h e fa

m ily pe w, o n e Sunda y m orn ing
,
a t se rvice .

H e wa s in sound h e a lth ; a s we ll a s on e

m ay, a s you sa y, t e ll ; whe n , wi th h is own

e ye s
,
h e s aw t h e a nge l ’s finge r m ove . He

s a id h e
,
him s e lf, would n e ve r ha ve be lie ve d

i t if h e h a dn ’

t se e n i t . He told m e SO kim
sclf ; for I ove r took h im — a nd i t wa s th e

fine
,
sunsh inv m iddle of th e da y

— ou h is
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wa y to th e house
,
a ft e r I h a d looke d up

th e church-doors . Ba rr e t t,
’
h e s a id— a nd

h e spoke it in a se r ious, sole m n way like
‘
the r e is on e of us t ha t h a s got a wa rn ing :
I saw t h e a nge l’s finge r m ove while Mr .

wa s pr e a ching.

’ Aft e r this , th e se xton
looks you curiously in th e fa ce , a nd

,
a fte r

a pa use
,
a dds

,
Th e sum m ons wa s for

th e Squir e . He di e d
,
r a the r sudde nly,

five we e ks a fte rwa rds ; a nd I tolle d th e

be ll for h im a ll t hrough a long , s t ill, sum

m e r
’

s a ft e rnoon .

Howe ve r
, to our own a ccoun t . We sa id

t ha t five or six we e ks be for e t h e m a ss a cre Of
M e e rut occur r ed

,
th e fa m ily we re , a s usua l,

in ~ th e ir pe w on a Sunda y . It wa s thus tha t
t h e Squire s a w— or fa ncie d h e saw—a s h e

wa s ca sua lly looking a t i t , t h e finge r of th e

a nge l on h is a nce stra l tom b m ove . He ca st
a n a la r m e d gla nce a t h is wife , a nd h e sa w

,

by th e e xpr e ss ion Of h e r fa ce
,
tha t sh e , t oo,

h a d s e e n this sup e rn a tur a l lowe ring of th e

finge r . This ge n tle m a n wa s not supe rsti
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t ious, a nd h e a lwa ys m a de ligh t Of th e

story ; a nd h e wa s
,
e ve n now

,
willing t o

t hink tha t th e supposi t ion a rose from a dis

orde r e d s t a t e Of t h e s tom a ch
,
or from som e

on e Of t h e usua lly-a scr ibe d n a tur a l ca use s .

Soon a ft e r
,
whe n t h e psa lm wa s g ive n out ,

a nd whi le th e pa r ish-choir wa s s inging, h e
could not disposse s s him s e lf Of th e ide a t ha t
h e h e a rd som e thing like th e ca ll of a dist a n t
but fa m i lia r voice

,
lost a nd dying

,
a t la s t

,
in

t h e sole m n t un e . Y e t t h e fa m ily pe w he ld
a ll for whom h is h e a r t wa s in t e r e s t e d . All
but one . And from h e r— h is da ugh t e r
a bs e n t with h e r husba nd

,
a n Office r in th e

a rm y, in India , h e h a d h e a rd but t h e ve ry
da y be for e ; a nd th e n sh e wa s h a ppy a nd

we ll
,
a nd s e n t to those Sh e love d a t hom e a

pic ture Of h e r lit t le gir l
,
now two ye a rs Old.

O n le a ving th e church— for h e could not

we ll sa y i t be for e— h e a nd h is wife a lm ost

s im ul ta n e ously e xcha nge d t he ir ide a a bout
t h e a ng e l

’

s fing e r . The y
,
howe ve r

,
a g re e d

in thinking i t a m e r e op t ica l de ce i t
,
ca us e d
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by t h e fli t t ing Of a bird a cross it
,
or th e

sha dow Of a sh aking hough in th e Old, sun
shiny south window.

T h e circum s t a nce h a d a ll but be e n forgot
te n , wh e n th e y r e tir e d t o r e s t th a t n igh t .
But jus t a t th e firs t ligh t ing Of t h e dawn

,

a nd in th e t ota l sile nce Of t h e house a nd

soli tude , of th e coun t ry la ndsca pe , lit a lon e
by a single cle a r s t a r , both sle e pe rs sudde n ly
st a rt e d up in be d wi th be a t ing he a r t s,
a rouse d by th e c a ll Of “ Fa th e r

,
fa the r ! ”

A dre a dful for e boding s e ize d upon t h e nu

ha ppy pa r e n t s . Th e y l is t e n e d— now m os t

pa infully wide a wa ke ; a nd once m or e
,
but

infin i te ly m or e fa in t ly, a s if a t a ve ry
r e m ot e dis ta nce

,
th e y he a rd a ga in th e s a m e

ca ll . Th e n all wa s s ile n t . For a fe w m o

m e n t s th e y could n o t spe a k . Ea ch fe a r e d
t o m e n tion t h e n a m e Of tha t love d da ught e r
wh ose so we ll-known voice th e y

,
bo th

,
only

too t ruly r e cogn ise d . The n Mr s . M
in a n uncon t rolla ble bur s t Of a nguish

,
could
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n ot r e pre s s t h e cry Of “Ma ria
,
m y child !

It wa s h e r voice
Mr . M

ga ve h im a nd h e fe lt a dr e a dful for e boding
,

t hough h is own h e a r t m is

t r i e d to r e a ssur e h is wife . And to com for t
h e r

,
h e sough t to pe r sua de tha t th e s e we re

m e r e ly n a tur a l sounds ; but tha t , sudde n ly
a wa ke ne d from Sle e p , the r e wa s g ive n t o the ir
dr e a m ing t hough t s a s e e m ing e xt e rn a l im
pre ssion . But be n e ithe r qui t e sa t isfied h is
own m ind, nor tha t Of h is la dy. Som e we e ks

a ft e rwa rds th e disa s trous in t e llige nce of t h e

sla ugh t e rs of Me e rut a nd Of De lhi r e a ch e d
th e m ,

a nd the y le a rn e d, to the ir horror
,

t ha t the ir da ught e r a nd h e r child we re

a m ongs t t h e vict im s . It wa s not ti ll a ft e r
t h e first shock wa s ove r , th a t the y e ve n r e

m e m be r e d th a t the y m us t h a ve h e a rd th e
supe rna tur a l cry, which woke th e m up so

dr e a dfullv from sle e p, a s n e a r ly a s possible

a t t h e m om e n t
,
i t se lf

,
Of t h e ca t a s t rophe .

We proce e d wi th our r e m a rka ble s torie s ,
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At th e corona t ion of Cha rle s I . of Eng

la nd , it wa s discove r e d tha t a ll London
would not fur n ish t h e qua n t ity Of purple
ve lve t r e quir e d for th e r oya l robe s a nd t h e
furniture Of t h e thron e . Wha t wa s to be
done ? De corum r e quir e d tha t t h e furni
t ure should be e n suit e . Ne a r e r tha n Ge noa

,

no conside ra ble addit ion could be e xpe c t e d .

Tha t would im pose a de la y Of 1 5 0 da ys .

Upon m a tur e conside r a t ion , a nd chie fly Of
th e m a ny pr iva t e in t e r e st s tha t would suffe r
a m ong s t th e m ult it ude s whom such a sole m

n ity h ad ca lle d up from t h e count ry, i t wa s
r e solve d t o robe t h e King in

‘

wbi te ve lve t .
But this , a s i t a ft e rwa rds occurr e d

,
wa s th e

colour in which vict im s we r e a rr a ye d . And

t hus . i t wa s a lle ge d, did th e King
’

s council
e s t a blish a n a ugury Of e vil . Thr e e o the r
ill om e n s

,
Of som e ce le bri ty

, occurre d to

Cha rle s I. : viz , ,
on occa sion of cr e a t ing

h is son Cha r le s a Kn igh t of :th e Ba th ;
a t Oxford, som e ye a rs a fte r ; a nd a t th e ba r
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of tha t t ribun a l which sa t in judgm e n t upon
h im .

T h e r e ign Of h is s e cond son
,
Ja m e s II. ,

th e n e xt r e ign tha t could be con side r e d
a n unfor tuna t e r e ign ,

wa s ina ugur a t e d
by e vil om e n s . The y a r e thus r e port e d by
Ble nn e rh a s s e t t H is tory Of Eng la nd t o th e
End of Ge org e vol. iv .

,
p . 760 ; prin t e d

a t Ne wca s t le -upon -Tyn e
,
1 75 1)

“ Th e

crown
,
be ing t oo lit t l e for t h e King

’

s h e a d,
wa s Oft e n in a t o t t e ring condi t ion

,
a nd like

t o fa ll Off. ” Eve n this wa s Obs e rve d a t t e n

t ive ly by Spe ct a tors Of th e m os t Oppos i t e
fe e ling s . But th e r e wa s a nothe r Sim ult a

n e ous om e n which a ffe ct e d t h e Prot e st a n t
e n thusia st s a nd th e supe r s t i tious

,
whe th e r

Ca tholic or Pro t e s t a n t
,
s t ill m ore a la r m

ingly T h e s a m e da y
— tha t Of th e coro

n a t ion— th e King
’

s a r m s
,
pom pously pa in t e d

in t h e gr e a t a l t a r-window Of a London
church

,
sudde n ly fe ll down

,
without a ppa

r e n t ca use , a nd broke to pie ce s
,
whils t t h e
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Archduche ss Ma r ie -Louise
,
wa s ove r sh a

dowe d (or , r a the r , ligh t e d up
— for i t wa s

Fir e ) by th e s a m e unha ppy om e n s
,
a nd

,
a s

we a ll r e m e m be r
,
with th e sa m e unh a ppy

r e sult s wi thin a br ie f pe r iod of five ye a r s .

Th e de a th Of He nry IV. Of Fr a nce
,

in Pa ris
,
wa s indica t e d

,
on th e da y i t

occurr e d, to th e pe ople of h is own n a t ive
Béa rn . A cur ious t r a di t ion in sis t s tha t
th e a rm s Of th e King , wh ich we r e ca rve d
ove r t h e ga t e s Of h is Chat e a u Of Pa u, wi th
h is r oya l c iph e r on e ith e r ha nd

,
fe ll

,
a s

n e a rly a s possible
,
a t th e m om e n t Of h is

de a th, to t h e g round, wit h a nois e like
thunde r , a nd we r e broke n in pie ce s . Th e

news a ft e rwa rds confirm e d th e sim ult a n e ity
Of th e a ssa ssin a t ion a nd Of th e cr a sh of th e

h e r a ldic ston e s ; a lthough th e in t e llige nce ,
in r e gula r cour se , t ook four da ys t o a r r ive ,

In our own coun t ry, th e S tua r t s m ay be

de scr ibe d in a single word, a nd to a n e xt e n t
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ve ry lit t le though t upon
,
a s a fa t e d fa m ily.

It is only ne ce ssa ry to r e ca l t h e e nd Of e a ch
m e m be r of this roya l but m o s t unfor tun a t e
house . Robe r t III. , 1390, s on Of Robe r t
S tua r t , wa s we a k in int e l le c t a nd de ficie n t
in coura ge . Robe r t ’s se cond son

,
Ja m e s

,

wa s de t a in e d
,
for n in e te e n ye a rs, a pr ison e r

in Engl a nd ; h is fa th e r
’

s dom inion s we re

subj e ct to re pe ate d com m ot ions
,
a nd h is

e lde s t brothe r wa s a ss a s sin a t e d a t th e com

m a nd Of th e Duke Of Alba ny. Robe r t
,

soon aft e r, die d oppr e sse d with a g e a nd

m isfor tun e s . Ja m e s I . of Scot la nd, 1423,
wa s a ssa ssina t ed

,
by som e Of h is nobility

,

a t a m on a st e ry n e a r Pe r th, a t which h e
h a d t a ke n re fuge . Ja m e s II .

,
1437, a t t h e

e a rly a g e of thir ty
,
wa s kille d by th e splin

t e r of a ca nnon -ba ll. Ja m e s III .
,
1 460,

m e t h is e xa spe ra t e d nOble s in ba t t le ; h is
a rm y wa s rout e d

,
a nd him se lfSla in . Ja m e s

IV.
,
1488

,
wa s ge nerous

,
a ccom plishe d

,
a nd

br a ve . He los t t h e ba t t le of Flodde n

Fie ld ag a inst th e English ; h e him se lf,wi th
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thirt y noble m e n of th e high e st r a nk
,
a nd

a n infin i t e num be r Of ba rons
,
fe ll in t h e

con t e s t ; a nd h e le ft a n infa nt
,
of a ye a r

Old
,
t o Wie ld th e Scot t ish sce pt r e . Ja m e s

V .

,
a ft e r a turbulen t a nd unfor tun a t e

r e ign , die d Of g ri e f. Th e fa t e Of Ma ry
,

Que e n of Scot s
,
da ugh e r Of t h e la st unfor

tun a t e -m on a r ch
, is we l l known . Ja m e s

,

.h e r son
,
t h e Sixth King Ja m e s Of Scot la nd

a nd fir s t Of E ngla nd
,
die d

,
n ot without

,
a t

th e t im e
,
suspicion Of poison . Th e n a m e

of Cha r le s I . of Engla nd r e m a in s
,
to

this day, a s
'

t h e m e m or ia l Of a n unfor

tun a t e king. His son
,
Cha r le s

,
le d

,
for th e

gr e a t e r pa r t Of h is t im e
,

a dist ra ct e d,
Shift ing, a nd,

unfortuna t e life , a nd le ft no
child t o succe e d t o h is kingdom . T h e

na m e Of th e Se cond Ja m e s wa s om inous Of
Pope ry

,
Of ’

e vil
,
a nd , of de posi t ion . And

t h e m isfor tun e s of th e Pr e t e nde r s, a s t hey
a r e ca lle d

,
and th e e xt inct ion of th e roya l

house of Stua rt , a ft e r ce n turi e s of ca la m i ty,
a re m a t t e rs of,

history. Fa t e se e m s to ha ve
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pursue d the m with a n unr e le n ting succe s
s ion Of disa s t e rs .

Se e m ing Of a like fa tality we re th e a tfli c
t ions of th e house Of Cha r le m a gn e

,
a nd of

a kindr e d gloom we r e the ir e nds . T h e pos

t e r ity Of Cha r le m a gn e fa ile d
,
in Ita ly a nd

Ge rm a ny
,
a t t h e third ge n e r a t ion ; a nd Of

h is de scenda nt s wh o r e igne d in Fra nce
,
not

on e die d a n a tura l de a th . It is s tr a nge tha t
this Obse rva t ion h a s not occurr e d to a ny on e
his tor ia n Anguish a nd bodily de ca y put
a n e nd to t h e ca la m itous a nd unfor tun a t e
life of Louis th e Goodna tur e d

,
in a n Oh

scur e isle t in t h e Rhine . Cha r le s th e Ba ld
wa s poison e d by a Je w, h is physi cia n , a nd

e xpir e d in a but a t th e foot of Moun t

Ce n is . All h is childre n by h is s e cond wife
die d pre m a tur e ly. His childr e n by h is firs t
wife we re Louis

,
Cha rle s

,
Lotha ire

,
Ca r lo

m a n
,
a nd Judith . C a rlom a n

’

s e ye s we r e put
out . Louis

,
wh o succe e de d h im

,
wa s

,
like

h is fa the r
,
poison e d . Cha rle s

,
r e turn ing

from a hunt ing-m a tch
,
in sport t rie d to



78 CURIOUS THINGS or

fr ight e n a noble m a n
,
wh o

,
not discove r ing

th e je s t e r in th e pr ince , s truck h im se ve r a l
blows on th e he ad

,
of Which h e die d .

Judi th e lope d . Louis III .
,
in pursuit Of

a wom a n a t Tour s
,

a t t e m pting t o for ce
t h e cha rg e r on which h e wa s m oun t e d
t hrough a low a rchwa y

,
st ruck h is he a d

a ga in s t t h e top Of i t , a nd die d in con se

que nce . His brothe r Ca rlom a n r e ce ive d
,

while hun ting , a n a ccide n t a l wound from
on e Of h is r e t inue

,
Of which h e di e d with in

a we e k . Cha r le s
0

th e Fa t brought him se lf
in to such con t e m pt

,
tha t h e wa s de pose d

,

a nd
,
from ruling SO m a nym illions of m e n

,

h a d not
,

so m uch a s a s ing le se rva n t
to a t t e nd h im . H is tor ia ns s a y tha t he
Se n t to th e Archbishop Of Me n tz for

br e a d . Within a few m on ths
,
h e wa s pr i

va t e ly s tr a ngl e d . Cha r le s t h e Sim ple
,
by

t h e t r e a ch e ry of a noble m a n
,
fa lling into

th e ha nds Of h is e n e m ie s, die d, in pr ison , of
gr ie f. Louis IV. los t h is life by a fa ll
from h is hor se , whils t h e wa s hunt-ing
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wolve s . Lotha ir e a nd h is son, Louis
V. , th e two la st kings Of th e lin e Of
Cha rle s th e Gre a t

,
a ft e r live s of torm e n t ,

ca us e d by th e proflig a cy a nd guilt Of th e ir
wive s

,
we re

,
a t

‘

1a st
,

s e ve r a lly poisone d
by the m . And Cha r le s , Duke of Lorr a ine

,

t h e bro th e r Of Lotha i re , a nd th e la st m a le

de sce nda n t Of Cha r le m a gn e
,
di e d in pr ison

,

a t O rle ans, in th e ye a r 993.

In th e Ga z e t t e Li t t ér a ir e Of Be r lin
,
Of

Ja nua ry
,
1 769

,
we find th e following e xtra ~

ordin a ry s tory e xce e dingly we ll a t t e s t e d ;
a nd a s such we give i t . In confirm a t ion Of
t h e Singula r circum s t a nce , we m ay s ay tha t
the re i s, upon a lit t le br idge n e a r th e Fish
Ma rk e t in t h e town Of Ghe n t , two s ta tue s

in bronze , whe r e one is re pre se n t e d in t h e
v e ry a ct of cut t ing off t h e he a d of th e oth e r .

T h e sa m e s tory is pe rpe tua t e d in a . picture
s till pre se rve d in th e H dte lde Ville Of Ghen t .

A fa th e r a nd son
,
Of t h e town of Ga nd

,

we r e a ccus e d of ha ving m urde r e d th e cle rgy
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m a n Of th e ir . pa r ish-church, and of stea l

ing from i t t h e pla t e
,
which wa s Of conside r

a ble va lue . For this suppos e d cr im e
, the y

we re ha s t ily t rie d, a nd conde m n e d to lose
th e ir he a ds on a

, ce r t a in fixe d day. It h a p

pe ne d, howe ve r , tha t on this ce r t a in day

t h e e xe cut ion e r Of t h e t own wa s t oo ill to

a t t e nd h is duty ; a nd a s th e s e nt e nce , by a

t e chn ica l law Of th e pla ce , . could no t be de

fe rr e d to a noth e r da y, t h e m a gis t ra t e s
Offe r e d th e life Of one to be com e th e e xe cu

t ion e r of th e othe r . Th e fa the r r e j e ct e d
th e proposa l with hor ror ; but th e son

,

on ly a ft e r slight he si t a t ion , a cqui e sce d . T h e

fa the r wa s a ccordingly le d out to e xe cut ion
,

but did not know by whose ha nds h e wa s t o
suffe r

,
t il l h e s aw h is son

,
a rm e d wit h th e

n a ke d e xe cut ion e r ’s Sword, on t h e sca ffold.

He the n e m br a ce d h im
,
a nd pour e d out

a fflict ion like a flood .

‘It is not
,

’
sa i d h e

,

th e fe a r Of de a th abut t h e unn a tura l ha nd
by which I a m to die is wha t a fflicts m e !

Be ing innoce n t Of th e cri m e la id to m y
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t o t h e le a rne d Dr . Be n t le y, the n living in
t h e fa m ily of Bishop St illingfle e t .

De ce m be r 1 5 th .

SIR, -Whe n I wa s In London
,
Apr il la st ,

I fully in t e nde d to ha ve wa i t e d upon you

a g a in , a s I sa id ; but a cold a nd la m e n e ss

se ize d m e n e xt da y. T h e cold took a wa y
m y voice , a nd t h e othe r m y powe r of wa lk
ing ; so I pre se n tly took coa ch for Oxford .

I a m m uch your de btor
,
a nd in pa r t icula r

for your good in t e n t ion s in r e la t ion t o Mr .

D though tha t , a s it h a s prove d,
would not ha ve tur n e d to m y a dva nt a ge .

Howe ve r
,
I a m oblig e d t o you upon tha t

a nd o the r a ccoun t s ; a nd if I h a d a n

Opportun i ty t o Show i t
, you Should find h ow

m uch I a m your fa i thful s e rva n t .

I ha ve se nt you, inclos e d, a s tr a ng e r e

la t ion Of a n a ppa r i t ion . T h e s tory
,
h ow

e ve r un a ccoun t a ble i t m a y s e e m , I h a d from
two

'

pe r son s, wh o e a ch h a d i t from th e prin
e ip e l. And ye t th e ir a ccoun ts som e wha t
va r ie d

,
a nd

,
pa ssing through m or e m ouths ,

h a ve va r ie d m uch m or e . The re fore I got a
frie nd to bring m e to th e pr incipa lpe r sons, a t
a cha m be r, whe r e I wro te it down from th e
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a uth Or
’

s OW! ) m onth
,
a ft e r which I re a d it

to h im a nd ga ve h im a no the r copy . He s a id
h e could swe a r to th e truth Of i t a s fa r a s h e
is conce rn e d . He is t h e Cur a t e ofWa rbling
t on

,
Ba che lor ofAr t s Of Trin ity Colle g e , in

Oxford, a nd of a bout s ix ye a r s ’ s ta ndi ng in.

t h e Un ive rsi ty . I he a r no ill r e port Of h is béf
ha viour he r e . He is now gone t o h is cur a cy.

“

He h a s prom ise d t o s e nd m e up t h e ha nds Of
th e t e na n t a nd h ism a n

,
a nd Of t h e fa rm e r

’

s

m e n
,
a s fa r a s the y a r e conce rn e d . T h e

t e n a n t is a sm ith by t r a de .

Mr . B re r e to n,t h e Re ctor , would h a ve
n othing s a id Of th e s tory

,
for h e de cla r e s h e

ca n g e t no t e na n t to t a ke t h e house , t hough
h e h a s offe r e d i t for t e n pounds a ye a r le ss
r e n t . Mr . P t h e form e r incum be n t ,
whom th e a ppa r it ion is s a id to ha ve r e

s e m ble d
,
wa s a m a n Of ve ry ill r e por t . He

is e ve n suppos e d to ha ve h a d childr e n Of h is
m a id

,
a nd t o ha v e dispose d Of the m by foul

m e a n s . But I a dvi se d t h e Cura t e to sa y
nothing

,
him se lf

,
of this la s t pa r t Of t h e

his t ory of P but le a ve such s ta t e m e n ts

t o th e pa r ishion e rs wh o kn ew h im . Those
wh o kn ew this P sa id h e h a d e xa ct ly
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such a gown
,
a nd tha t it wa s h is ha bi t to

wh is tle .

Your s
,
J . C ASSWELLL

NARRATIVE .

AtWa rblington
,
n e a r th e town Of Ha va n t

,

in Ha m pshir e , within Six m ile s of Por t s
m outh

,
in t h e Pa r son a ge House

,
dwe lt

Thom a s Pe a rce
,
a m a n to whom

,
a ft e r th e

de ce a se of t h e incum be n t , i t wa s le t ; wi th
h is wife a nd a child

,
a m a n -se rva nt

,
Thom a s

a nd a m a id-se rva n t .
About t h e be ginn ing Of August

,
Anno

1 695
,
on a Monda y

,
a bout n ine or t e n a t

n ight , a ll be ing gon e to be d e xce p t th e

m a id-se rva n t with t h e child ; t h e m a id be ing
in th e kitche n

,
a nd h a ving r a ke d up th e fir e

pr e vious t o, a lso
,
going t o be d

,
took a

ca ndle s t ick in on e h a nd a nd t h e child in
th e othe r a r m

,
a nd

, turning a bout to go up

st a i r s, sh e sa w a figure in a bla ck gown ,

wa lking through t h e room
,

a nd the nce ,
through th e door

,
into th e orcha rd . Upon

this, th e m a id
,
struck with a ston ishm e n t ;
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th e y h a d a m ind to do som e spit e to Mr .

Bre r e ton , th e Re ctor, whos e house i t wa s .

Sh e s e e m e d m uch hurt a t this
,
a nd de si re d

m e
,
m ys e lf, to com e to th e hous e . I told

h e r I would com e to th e house
,
a nd s it up

or li e the r e
,
a s sh e ple a s e d for tha t , a s to

a ll s torie s of ghos t s a nd a ppa ri t ions , I wa s
a n infide l . I conse que n t ly we n t t o t h e

house
,
a nd sa t up t his Tue sda y n ight with

th e t e n a n t a nd h is m a n . Be twe e n twe lve
a nd on e o

’

clock on this n igh t, I se a rche d
a ll t h e room s in th e house

,
to s e e if a ny

body wa s h id the r e wi th t h e obj e ct of im

posing upon m e . At la s t we ca m e m to a

lum be r -room the r e I
,
sm iling , told Thom a s

Pe a rc e
,
th a t wa s with m e

,
tha t I would call

th e a ppa r i t ion
,
if the re wa s a ny, a nd oblig e

h im to com e . Mr . Pe a rce the n gre w frigh t
e n e d ; but I told h im I would wa r ra n t h im
from a ny h a r m . And the n I r e pe a t e d,
Ba rba r a ce la re nt D a r i i

,
&c .

,
m e a n ing i t

t o se e m a s a n invoca t ion . On this I s a w

th e t e n a n t
’

s count e na nce cha nge , so tha t h e
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se e m e d r e a dy to drop down with fe a r . The n '

I told h im I pe rce ive d h e wa s a fra id
,
a nd I

would pr e ve n t i ts com ing , a nd r e pe a t e d
Ba r a liptons, &c . The n h e r e cove re d

h is cour a ge m ight ily we ll, a nd we le ft th e
room a nd we n t down into th e kitche n wh e re
we we r e s it t ing be for e , a nd we r e m a ine d
t he re th e

”

r e s t of th e n igh t
,
som e tim e s sle e p

ing a nd som e t im e s wa king
,
a nd h a d no m a n

n e r ofdis turba nce . The n t h e m orning ca m e
,

a nd th e birds be ga n .t o twi t te r ch e e rfully out
"

in th e orch a rd a nd in th e ple a s a nt fie lds .

The n a ga in Thursda y n ight , Mr .

Thom a s Pe a rce , th e t e n a n t, a nd 1 h a d our

be ds toge the r in one room
,
a nd th e m a n in

a no the r . But now h e s a id h e saw som e

thing wa lk a long , in a bla ck gown
,
a nd pla ce

i ts e lf be fore a window ; a nd th e re i t s tood for
som e t im e

,
a nd the n le ft t h e window cle a r .

On Fr ida y m orning t h e m a n r e la t e d this .

I a ske d h im why h e did no t ca ll out , a nd

t old h im I though t it wa s a t rick or fla m .

He told m e t h e r e a son h e did no t ca ll m e
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wa s
'

th a t th e whole thing wa s“ so sudde n
or se e m ed so to h im — that h e wa s n e ithe r .

a ble to spe a k or m ove . Frida y n igh t we lay
“

a s be fore
,
a nd Sa turda y n ight , a nd h a d no

dis turba nce e ithe r of th e nigh t s .

Sunda y n ight I lay by m yse lf in one

room — not tha t wh e r e
\

th e m an sa w tha t
which h e sa id . T h e t e n a n t a nd h is m a n

sle p t in a nothe r room . And be twe e n twe lve
a nd two th e m a n he a rd som e thing wa lk
in t h e room a t th e be d’s fe e t , a nd whist
ling ve ry we l l . At la st it ca m e to th e be d’s
s ide

,
dr e w t h e cur t a in , a nd

,
a t le ngth,

re close d th e cur t a in . Aft e r som e t im e it

wa s h e a rd to m ove off. The n t h e m a n

ca lle d s e ve r a l t im e s to m e a nd de sire d m e to

com e
,
for tha t the r e wa s som e thing in t h e

room we n t a bout whis t ling . I ca lle d out to
know if h e h a d a ny light , or could s t rike
on e . He told m e no . The n I le apt out of

be d
,
a nd

,
not s ta ying to put on m y clothe s,

we n t out of m y room
,
a nd a long a ga lle ry

to th e door . I we n t in thr e e or four st e ps
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th e n , in going out Of th e door, i t turn e d i ts
ba ck towa rds m e . I we n t a li t t le wa y in to
t h e g a lle ry a ft e r i t

,
a nd th e n i t a ll a t once

dis a ppe a r e d whe r e the r e wa s no corn e r for i t
to turn

,
a nd be for e i t ca m e t o th e e nd of

th e ga lle ry wh e r e wa s th e s t a irs Th e n I
fe lt m ys e lf e xce e ding cold from m y fe e t a s

high a s m y bre a s t ; though I wa s not in

such ve ry g re a t fe a r ! For th e whol e thing
s e e m e d a s if i t wa s pos sible , un t il I ca m e

to think a bout i t . I the n we n t ba ck t o

t h e t e na n t a nd h is m a n
,

a nd the y both
sa id tha t the y s aw m e s tr e tch out m y h a nd
t owa rds t h e a ppa r a t ion , a nd h e a rd m e spe a k
t h e words . The y a lso sa id

,
now

,
tha t I wa s

ve ry cold .

T h e s t r a nge figur e which I saw se e m e d
t o h a ve on a m orn ing

-

gown of a da rk
,

'

nu

ce r t a in colour ; n o h a t
,
nor ca p : a nd i t

se e m e d t o ha ve shor t bla ck h a ir , a t hin
,

m e a g r e visa ge of a pa le or swa r thy colour .

It would s e e m to m e to be Of a bout for ty
five or fifty ye a rs Old ; th e e ye s ha lf close d,



THE OUTSIDE WORLD . 91

th e a rm s h a nging down
,
a nd th e ha nds

visible be n e a th t h e sle e ve ; Of a m iddle s t a

t ure . I re la t e d this de scr ip t ion to Mr . John
La rne r

,
Re ctor of Ha va n t pa rish . Bo th

Mr . La rn e r a nd Mr . Br e r e ton
,
th e Re ct or

Of Wa rblington
,
s a id th a t th e de scrip tion

a gr e e d ve rv we l l to tha t of Mr . P
a form e r r e ctor of th e pla ce , wh o h a s be e n
de a d a bove twe n ty ye a r s . Upon this

,
th e

t e n a n t a nd h is wife le ft th e hous e
,
which

h a s re m a in e d e m pty e ve r since .

T h e Monda y a ft e r la s t Micha e lm a s Da y,

a m a n Of C h odson , in Wa rwickshir e
,
ha ving

be e n a t Ha va n t Fa ir , pa ss e d by t h e a for e
sa id pa rson a g e -house be twe e n n in e a nd t e n

a t n ight , and s a w a ligh t in m os t room s of

t h e house .

THOMAS WILKINS,
Cur a t e of Wa rblington

,

ne a r Ha va n t
,
in H a m pshir e .

De ce m be r 1 1 Oxon .
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No circum s ta nce s conn e ct e d wi th supe r-r
na tur a l a ppe a r a nce s ha ve occa s ion e d m ore

a lt e rca t ion a nd con t rove rsy tha n t h e unde r
m e n t ion e d . T h e n a rr a t ive , ce r t a in ly, h a s
a n a ir Of ove r s tra ine d cr e dulity . Ne ve r
th e le ss th e a ffa ir is curious

,
a nd th e coin

cide nce ve ry r e m a rka ble ; e spe cia lly a s it

wa s a s a lvo for Ca p t a in Ba rna by . Th e

form e r pa r t of th is n a rr a t ive i s t r a n scr ibe d
from Ca pt a in Spinks

’

s journ a l or log-book,
a nd th e la t t e r from t h e King’s Be nch
Re cords for th e t im e be ing.

“ Tue sda y
,
Ma y th e 1 2 th .

— This day,

t h e wind S .S .W. And a lit t le be for e four
in th e a ft e rnoon we a nchor e d in Ma use r

Roa d
,
whe re lay Ca pt a in s Bris tow, Bria n ,

a nd Ba rn a by ; a ll Of th e m bound to Luce r a
t o loa d .

We dn e sda y
,
Ma yth e 1 3 th .

—We we ighe d
a nchor

,
a nd in th e a ft e rnoon I we n t on

boa rd of Ca pt a in Ba rn a by . And a bout two
o
’clock

,
we sa ile d

,
a llOfus,fo r th e Isla nd ofLn

ce ra . Wind a nd ve ry ba d we a the r .
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books
,
a nd e n t e r it in our journ a ls ; which

we a ccordingly did.

Whe n we we r e la de n
,
we all sa ile d for

Engla nd
,
a nd a r rive d a t Gra ve s e nd on th e

6th of Octobe r , 1 687. Mrs . Ba rn a by a nd

Mr s . Bri a n ca m e to congr a tula t e us on
‘

our

s a fe a rr iva l ; a nd
,

a ft e r som e discour s e
,

Ca pt a in Ba rn a by’s Wife s a id ‘My de a r ,
I ha ve got som e n e ws t o t e ll you. Old

Booty is de a d .

’ Whe r e upon h e swor e
,
a s

wa s h is cus tom whe n e xcit e d, a nd h e s a id
,

‘We a ll s aw h im run in to he ll Som e

t im e a ft e rwa rds
,
Mr s . Ba rna by m e t Wi th a

la dy Of h e r a cqua in t a nce in London , a nd

told h e r wha t h e r husba nd h a d s e e n con

ce rn ing Mr . Booty . It a t la s t ca m e to

Mr s . Booty’s e a rs
,
a nd sh e com m e nce d a n

a ct ion a ga in s t Ca p t a in Ba rn a byfor de fa
m a t ion Of cha r a ct e r , a nd a rr e s te d h im in

t h e cla im of 1
,
000l. da m a g e s . He ga ve

ba i l
,
a nd th e ca s e ca m e to t ria l in t h e

‘

Cour t of King
’

s Be nch
,
Whe r e Mr . Booty

’

s

clo the s we r e brought in to cour t . T h e

s e xton of t h e pa rish
,
a nd th e pe ople tha t
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we r e with h im whe n h e die d
,
swore

'

to th e

t im e Of h is de ce a se
,
a nd we swor e to our

journ a ls
,
a nd the y a gr e e d Within two m i

unt e s . Twe lve of our m e n swor e tha t t h e
but tons Of h is coa t we r e cove r e d with th e
s ame gre y cloth a s h is coa t

,
a nd it a ppe a re d

to be SO . Th e jury a ske d Mr . Spinks if h e
kne w Mr . Booty in h is life t im e . He sa id
h e neve r saw h im t il l h e be he ld h im run by
h im in to th e burn ing m oun ta in . T h e

judge the n sa id
,

Lord gra n t tha t I m a y

n e ve r s e e th e sigh t th a t you h a ve s e e n !

One , two, or thre e p e ople m ay be m is ta ke n ;
but twe n ty or thir ty ca nnot . ’ SO th e widow
los t th e ca use .

N .B.
— It is now in th e r e cords a t

We stm inst e r .

Th e a bove st ra nge a ccoun t be a rs th e

following signa tur e s
JAMES THE SECOND

, j 687.

H ERBERT, Chie f Jus t ice .

WYTHENS
,

H0 LLOWAY
,
a nd Just ice s ,

WRIGHT
,
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Th e a bove Hollowa y is n a m e d
,
in th e

His tory of Engla nd, a s on e of t h e

Judge s wh o
,
in th e t im e of Ja m e s II . ,

t r ie d th e Se ve n Bishops com m it ted to th e
Towe r on th e cha rge of High Tr e a son .

I t m a y be incide n t a l ly m e n t ione d tha t th e
for e going s tory, unde r va r ious for m s

,
h a s

be e n long cur r e n t a m ong st ce r ta in
fl

cla sse s
in Engl a nd . T h e t ra n scribe r of it - in t h e

pr e se n t in st a nce — r e m e m be rs t ha t
,
in h is

t e n th ye a r
,
h e he a rd i t r e la t e d

,
one Sunday

e ve ning
,
a s a n ins t a nce of t h e supe rna tur a l ;

a nd tha t , a s wa s like ly, it produce d a n im

pr e ssion
,
t h e r e m e m bra nce of which

,
whe n

t h e s tory wa s e ncoun t e r e d ye a r s a ft e rwa rds
,

wa s s t ill r e t a in e d. But
,
on this Old occa

s ion, th e n a rr a t ive took t h e m ore ordina ry
a nd m or e popul a r '

-or
,
a t le a s t

,
vulga r

for m of th e ba ke r wh o, for s e lling short
we igh t , wa s S ee n to be pur sue d in to Ve su
vius by th e figure of Sa t a n . Undoub t e dly

,

howe ve r— in th e full force of t h e e vide nce
( if those li tt le pa r ticula rs, a s a lso vouche d in

th e ca ndour a nd in th e we ight of th e a t t e s
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should die first ; would, if pe rm it t e d, appear
to th e othe r

,
to de cla re Wha t re lig ionwa s m ost

a pprove d by th e Suprem e Be ing . Miss
wa s shortly aft e r a ddr e s s e d by Sir

’

Ma rt in
Be re sford, to whom Sh e was a ft e rwa rds m a rb

rie d ; but a c ha ng e of condition h a d no

powe r to a lt e r th e ir fri endship. Th e fa m ilies
vis it e d e a ch o the r, a nd Oft e n spe n t s om e

we e ks tog e the r .

’

A shor t tim e a fte r on e of

the s e vis i ts , Sir Ma r tin re m a rke d tha t whe n
h is la dy cam e down to bre a kfa st

,
h e r coim

t e na nce wa s di s turbe d, a nd e nquire d Of h e r
he a lth . Sh e a s sure d h im tha t sh e wa s quit e
we ll . He the n a ske d h e r ifsh e h a d hur t h e r
wris t Ha ve you spra ine d it i’” s a id h e

,

Obs e rving a bla ck r ibbon round i t . Sh e

a nswe re d in th e n e g a tive , a nd a dde d, “Le t

m e conjure you, S ir Ma r t in , n e ve r to e nquir e
th e caus e Of m y we a ring this ribbon ; you
will n e ve r s e e m e without it . If it con

ce rne d you a s a husba nd to know, I would
not for a m om e n t conce a l i t ; I n e ve r in m y

life denied you a
.
re que s t , but of this I e n
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t re a t you to forgive m e t h e
‘

refixsa t, a ndne ve r

to urg e m e fa r the r on th e subj e ct . ’ Ve ry
we ll,” sa id h e , s m iling, ‘fsinc e you be g ni e

s o e a rn e s tly, I will e nquire no m ore . Th e

conve rsa t ion he re e nde d ; but br e a kfa s t wa s
sca rce ove r, wh e n La dy Be re sford e a ge rly
inquire d ift h e pos t h a d com e in : sh e wa s

told i t ha d not . In a few m inute s sh e ra ng
a g a in a ndfre pe a te d th e e nquiry. Sh e wa s a ga in
a n swe re d a s

,

be fore . DO you e xpe ct le tt e rs P
”

s a id SirMa rt in
,

th a t you a re so a nxious for
th e a rriva lof the pos t “ Ido,

”
sh e a nswe re d;

I e xpe ct to he a r tha t Lord Tyrone is de a d
h e died la s t Tuesda y a t four O’clock.

” I

ne ve r in m y life ,
”
s ai d Sir Ma r tin, “ be lie ve d

you supe rs titious ; s om e idle dre a m h a s

sure ly thus a la rm e d you.

” At t h a t ins ta nt

th e s e rva n t e n te re d a nd de live r ed to them a

le tt e r s e a le d with bla ck. It is a s I e x

pe ct e d,
”
e xcla im e d La dy

Tyrone is de a d.

”
Sir Ma r tin optm

’

bd t h e

le tt e r ; i t ca m e from Lord Tyrone ’s st ewa rd,
a nd conta ine d th e m ela nch oly int ellig e nce
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Of ‘

h is m a s te r
’

s de a th, a nd on th e
‘ve ry day

a nd hour Lady Be re sford h a d be fore spe

cifie d. Sir Ma rtin be gge d La dy Be re sford
to com pos e he r s e lf, a nd sh e a s sur e d h im sh e

fe lt m uch e aSie r tha n sh e h a d don e for a
long tim e ; a nd a dde d, I ca n com m unica te
in te llige nce to you which I knowwill prove
we lcom e : I ca n a s sure you, be yond th e pos
s ibility Of a doubt, tha t I sha ll in som e

m on ths pre s e n t you wi th a son .

"

Sir Ma r

t in r e ce ive d this n ews with th e g re a t e s t

joy. Aft e r som e m on ths , La dy B e re sford
wa s de live re d of a son (sh e h a d be fore
be e n th e m o the r of two daught e rs ) . Sir

Ma r tin survive d th e bir th of h is son lit tle
m or e than four ye a rs . Aft e r h is de ce a s e ,
h is Widow s e ldom

'

le ft hom e ; sh e visit e d no

fa m ily bli t tha t of a cle rgym a n wh o r e s ide d
in th e s a m e villa g e ; wi th the m sh e ft c

' que ntly pa s s e d a fewhours e ve ry day; th e
re s t Of h e r t im e wa s spent in s olitude , a nd
sh e a ppe ar e d de te rm in e d for e ve r to a void

all othe r socie ty. Th e cle rgym a n
’
s family
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m on th be ing th e a nnive rsa ry of h e r birth
da y, sh e se nt for La dy Be tty Cobb (of
who se frie ndsh ip sh e h a d long be e n pos

se s se d) a nd
‘

a fe w ot h e r frie nds , to re que st
t h e m to spe nd th e day wi th h e r . About
se ve n

, th e cle rgym a n by wh om sh e h a d

be en christ e ne d, and with whom sh e h a d

a ll h e r life be e n in t im a t e , ca m e in to th e

room to e nquir e a ft e r h e r he a lth . Sh e

told h im sh e wa s pe rfe ct ly we ll, a nd r e
?

que st e d h im t o spe nd th e d aywith the m ;

for
,

”
sa id sh e

,

“
this is m y bir thda y I a m

for ty-e ight to-da y.

” “No
,
m a da m

,
a n

swe r e d t h e cle rgym a n
, you a r e m ist a ke n

your m othe r a nd m ys e lf h a ve h a d m a ny
disput e s conce rn ing your a g e , a nd I ha ve
a t la s t discove r e d tha t I wa s right . I h a p

pe n e d to go la s t we e k in to th e pa r ish whe re

you we r e born ; I wa s r e solve d . to put a n

end to th e disput e ; I se a rch e d t h e r e gis t e r,
.a nd find th a t you a r e but for ty-se ve n this
day.

”
Y ou h a ve signe d m yde a th ~wa rra n t 1

”

sh e e x'cla im e d ; _ “ I ha ve , the n, but a , . few
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hours to live . I m ust , the re for e , e n tre a t you
to le a ve m e im m e dia te ly, a s I ha ve som e

thing of im port a nce to se t t le be for e I die .

”

Whe n th e cle rgym a n le ft h e r, La dy Be re s
ford se nt to forbid th e com pa ny com ing,
a nd a t t h e sa m e tim e to r e que st La dy Be t ty
C Obb a nd h e r son (ofwhom Si r Ma r t in wa s
th e fa the r, a nd wh o wa s the n a bout twe n ty
two ye a rs of ag e ) to com e to h e r a pa rt m e nt

Upon the ir a rr ival
,
ha ving orde re d th e

a tt e nda n ts to quit th e room ,

“ I ha ve som e

thing
,

”
sh e sa id

,
of th e gr e a t e s t im por

ta nce to com m un ica te to you both be fore I
di e ; a n e ve nt which is not fa r dis ta nt . Y ou,
Lady Be t ty

,
a r e no s t ra nge r to th e frie nd

ship which subs is t e d be twe e n Lord Tyrone
and m yse lf ; we we re e duca t e d un de r th e

I
sa m e roof

,
a nd in th e sa m e pr inciple s of

D e is m . Whe n th e fr ie nds in to whose

ha nds we a ft e rwa rds fe ll e nde a voure d to

pe rsua de us -to e m bra ce r e ve ale d r e lig ion,
th e ir a rgum e nt s, though insufficie n t to con.
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Vince , we r e powe rful e nough to st a gge r our
’

form e r fe e ling s, a nd t o le a ve us wa ve ring
be twe e n th e two Opin ion s . In this pe r-w

ple xing s t a t e of doubt a nd unce rt a in ty, we
m a de a solemn pr om ise to e a ch othe r , tha t
wh iche ve r die d firs t should (if pe rm i t t e d)
appe a r to th e othe r , a nd de cla r e wha t r e l i

gion wa s m os t a cce pt a ble t o God r a o

cordingly, on e n ight , while Sir Ma rt in a nd

m yse lf we re in be d, I sudde n ly “

awoke a nd

discove r e d Lord Tyrone sit t ing by m y be d

side . I scr e a m e d out a nd e nde a voure d to
awa ke Sir Ma r t in ‘For He a ven ’

s sa ke
,

’

I: e xcla im e d
,

‘Lord Tyrone
,
by wha t m e a ns

,

or for Wha t r e a son , ca m e you hithe r a t this
t im e of n ight ? ’ H a ve you, the n , forgot
t e n our prom is e ? ’ sa id h e .

‘I die d la s t
Tue sda y a t four o

’clock
,
a nd ha ve be e n pe r

mit t e d by th e Supr e m e Be ing t o a ppe a r to

you, t o a ssur e you t ha t t h e r e ve a le d r e li

gion is t rue
,
a nd t h e on ly r e ligion by

which we ca n be sa ve d . I a m fur th e r suf~

fe re d to inform you tha t youwill soon pros
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sa id I,
‘wh e n m orn ing com e s;

‘

shall I know
t ha t

‘your a ppe a ra nce to m e h a s be e n r e a l,

a nd not th e m e r e r e pre s e nt a t ion of m y own

im a g ina t ion ?
’ ‘W ill not th e n ews of m y

de a th h e s
'

ufi ci e n t to convince you ?
’

I re turn ed 3 I m ight ha ve h a d such a dre am ,

a nd tha t ” dre a m a ccide nt a lly com e to pa s s .

I will ha ve s om e s trong e r proofs of it s

r e a lity.

’ ‘Y ou sha ll
,

’
s a id h e , a nd, wa ving

h is ha nd, t h e be d-cur ta ins , which we re crim s

son ve lve t , we r e in s ta n tly drawn throug h a

la rge iron hoop by which th e t e s te r of th e

be d wa s suspe nde d . In tha t ,’ s a id h e ,
‘

,you ca nno t be m is taken; no m or ta l a rm
could ha ve pe rform e d this .

’ ‘True ,’ s a id
I ; but , s le e ping , we a re oft e n pos se s s e d of

fa r m or e st re ng th tha n wh e n awa ke though,
waking , I could not ha ve don e i t, a s le e p I
m ight ; a nd I sha ll s till doubt .” ‘H e re is

a pocke t-book ; in this
,

’
s a id h e ,

‘I will
wr i t e m yna m e you knowm yha nd-wr iting .

’

I re plie d, ‘Y e s .

’
He wrote with a pe ncil

on one side of t h e le a ve s .

‘St ill,’ sa id I,
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‘in th e m orn ing I m ay doubt ; though
wa king I could no t im ita t e your ha nd

,

a sle e p I m igh t .
’ ‘Y ou a re ha rd of be lie f

,

’

sa id be : ‘i t would injure you irr epa ra bly ;
it is not for spirits to touch m or ta l fle sh .

’ I

do not
,

’
s a id I

,

‘
re ga rd a s light ble m ish l

’

Y ou a re a wom a n of coura ge ,’ r e plie d h e
‘hold out your ha nd .

’ I did : h e s truck
m y wris t ; h is ha nd wa s cold a s m a rble :
in a m om e nt t h e s inews shrunk up, e ve ry
n e rve withe re d .

‘Now,
’

s a id h e , ‘while

you live le t no m or ta l eye be hold tha t wris t ;
to s e e i t is s a crile ge . He s toppe d ; I turn e d
to h im a ga in ; h e wa s gone . During th e

t im e I h a d conve rs e d with h im , m y though ts
we re pe rfe ctly ca lm a nd colle cte d ; but th e
m om e n t h e wa s gone I fe lt chille d with h or
ror ; th e ve ry be d m ove d unde r m e . I e n

de a voure d, but in va in, to a wa ke Sir Ma rt in
a ll m y a t t e m pt s we re in e ffe ctua l, a nd in this
s ta te of a gita tion a nd te rror I lay for som e

t im e
,
whe n a showe r of t e a rs ca m e to m y

re lie f, a nd I droppe d a s le e p. In th e m orn
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ing , Sir Ma rt in a ros e a nd
’

dr e ss e d him se lf;

a s usua l
,
without pe rce iving th e s ta t e th e

curta ins re m a ine d in .

Whe n I awoke , I found Sir Ma rtin gon e
down ; I a ro se

,
a nd

,
ha ving put on m y

clothe s, we nt to th e ga lle ry a djoin ing th e

a pa r tm e n t
,
a nd took from the nce a long

bro'

om (such a s corn ice s are swe pt wi th )lr
by t h e he lp Of

‘

this, I took down ,wit h som e ?

difficul ty, t h e cur t a ins, a s I im a gin e d the ir
e xtra ordina ry posit ion m igh t e xcit e

'

snspicion
'

in th e fa m ily. I the n we n t t o th e bur e a u,
took up m y pocke t -book, a nd bound 3. pie ce
ofbla ck silk r ound m ywr is t . Whe n I ca m e

down
,
th e a gi t a t ion Of m y m ind h a d le ft a n

im pre ssion on m y coun t e n a n ce too visible te r

pa ss unobs e rve d by m y husba n d . He in

st a n tly r e m a rke d it , a nd a ske d th e ca use :
I inform e d h im Lord Tyron e wa s no m or e ;

th a t h e die d a t t h e hour of fOur on th e pr e
ce ding Tue sda y

,
a nd de sir e d h im “

ne ve r to
que s t ion m e m or e r e spe ct ing t h e bla ck .

r ibbon ; which h e kindly de sis te d from



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


1 10 CURIOUS TH INGS or

ing of on e fa t a l day t e rm in a t e d m y fort i
t ude , a nd plunge d m e , in a m om e nt

,
down

tha t a byss I h a d so long be e n m e dit a t ing
h ow to shun . Ile h a d Oft e n solici t e d h is
pa re n t s for le a ve t o go in to th e Ar m y, a nd
a t la s t Ob t a in e d pe r m iss ion , a nd ca m e to bid
m e a die u be for e h is de pa r ture . Th e insta n t
h e -e n t e r e d t h e room

,
h e fe l l upon h is kn e e s

a t m y fe e t , told m e h e wa s m ise r a ble
,
a nd

tha t I a lone wa s th e ca use . At tha t m o

m e n t m y for t i tude for sook m e ; I ga ve m y

s e lf up for los t, a nd
,
r e g a rding m y fa t e a s

ine vit a ble
,
without fur the r he sita t ion con

s e n t e d to a un ion
, th e im m edia t e r e sult Of

wh ich I kne w t o be m ise ry
,
a nd i ts e nd

de a th . Th e conduct Of m y husba nd, a ft e r

a fe w ye a r s , a m ply just ifie d a s e pa ra t ion ;
a nd I hope d by this m e a ns to a void t h e
fa t a l s e que l of t h e prophe cy. But

,
won

o ve r by h is r e i t e ra t e d e n tre a t ie s, I wa s pre

va ile d upon to pa rdon, a nd
,
once m ore ,

r e side with h im ; though not t ill a fte t a d
,

a s I thought , pa sse d m y for ty-se ve nth ye a r . .
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But
,
e ls e ! I ha ve this dayh e a rd, from

indisputa ble
'

a uth ority, tha t I ha ve hithe rto
la in unde r a m ista ke with r e ga rd to m y

ag e , a nd tha t ] a m but forty-se ve n to-day.

Of th e ne a r a pproa ch Of m y de a th, I the re
fore e nt e r ta in not th e slighte s t doubt .

“Whe n I a m de a d
,
a s

'

t h e n e ce ss ity of
conce a lm e n t close s wit h m y life , I could
wish tha t you, La dy Be t ty, would unbind
m ywr is t , ta ke from the n ce th e bla ck r ibbon ,
a nd le t m y son with yours e lf be hold it . "

La dy Be re sford he r e pa use d for som e t im e

but , r e sum ing th e conve rsa t ion
,
sh e e n

t re a t e d h e r son would be ha ve him se lf SO a s

to m e r it th e high honour h e would in
future r e ce ive from '

a union Wi th th e

da ugh te r Of Lord Tyron e .

La dy Be re sford the n e xpr e sse d a wish to
li e down on t h e be d, a nd e nde a vour to
com pose he rse lf to sle e p . La dy Be t ty Cobb
a nd h e r son im m e dia t e ly calle d h e r do

m e s tics
,
a nd quit t e d th e room ha ving firs t

de sir e d the m to wa tch t he ir m is tr e ss
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a t t e nt ive ly, a nd, if th e y obse rv e d th e

sm a lle st cha nge in h e r
, to ca ll in st a n t ly .

An hour pa sse d, a nd a ll wa s quie t in th e

room . The y list e n e d a t th e door , a nd

e ve rything r e m a in e d s t ill ; but , in ha lf a n

hour m ore
,
a be ll ra ng viole n t ly . The y

flew to h e r a pa r tm e n t ; but , be for e the y
r e a ch e d t h e door

,
t he y he a rd th e se rva n t

e xcla im
,

“Oh , sh e is de a d 1
” La dy Bet ty

the n ba de th e s e rva n t s, for a few m inut e s
,

to quit th e room
,
a nd h e rs e lf, with La dy

Be r e sford’s son , a pproa che d t h e be d of h is

m oth e r . The y ~kn e l t down by th e s ide of

i t . La dy Be t ty the n lift e d up h e r h a nd
a nd un tie d th e r ibbon . Th e wr is t wa s

found e xa ctly a s La dy Be r e sford h a d de
scr ibe d it— e ve ry sin ew Shrunk

,
e ve ry n e rve

wi the r e d .

La dy Be r e sford’s son
,
a s h a d be e n pre

dict e d, is since m a r rie d to Lord Tyron e
’

s

da ught e r . Th e bla ck r ibbon a nd pocke t
book we r e for m e rly in th e posse ssion of

La dy Be t ty Cobb, Ma rlborough Buildings
,
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CHAPTER V.

Wild Story of a Scot t ish Gle n .

WHAT it wa s tha t m a de Gregor Ma ca lpine ,
a young g e n tle m a n of Angus sh ire , l e a ve
Scot la nd

,
sudde nly, in e a rly youth

,
n e ve r

wa s cle a rly known to h is fri e nds , n or e ve n to a
soft

,
s e ns ible

,
bloom ing g irl to whom h e wa s

unde r s tood to ha ve be e n a fli a nce d
,
by cons e n t

Of h is fa th e r, give n on th e Old g e n tle m a n
’

s

de a thbe d. But Ka the rin e Innis , whe n sh e

grew to full wom a nhood, wa i te d pa tie ntly,
though pe n s ive ly, for Gre gor

’

s r e turn , a nd

ke pt h e rs e lf unusua lly a pa r t from a ll m a le

socie ty ve ry m uch , a s wa s be lie ve d, on h is
a ccoun t . At le ng th h e did r e turn , a nd with
a cons ide r a ble for tun e ; in t e nding to m a rry
h is Ka th e rin e a s soon h e could com ple te
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ce r ta in pr e lim ina ry a ra ng e m e nt s . O n s e t

t ing foot in Scotla nd
,
h e found tha t h is

be tro th e d, a s we ll a s h is re m a in ing re la

t ions, now r e s ide d in a pa rt of th e coun try
whe re h e h a d ne ve r be e n ; a nd m e e ting , in
h is ho te l in P e rth, with a n old frie nd from
the ir n e ighbourhood, th e pa ir agre e d to

journ e y toge th e r to C a irnda le Hous e , whe re
Gr e gor

’

s uncle a nd s is te r live d, a nd whe re
h e le a rn e d tha t Ka th e rin e , a t tha t ve ry tim e ,
awa ite d h is a rriva l.
Nothing could be m or e for tuna t e tha n

th e circum s ta nce s unde r which Gre gor
Ma ca lpine wa s r e turning to h is na t ive coun
try, a nd th e two friends quit te d th e ple a sa n t
town of Pe r th

,
in th e highe s t spirits , on a

fine m orn ing in Augus t
,
le a ving th e Old

pa la ce of Scone to th e right , a nd in te nding ,
a l though the ir de s t ina t ion wa s to a con

Side ra ble dis ta nce , to com ple te the ir jo
'

urne y
be fore nigh tfa ll . A libe ra l a llowa nce to th e

pos t ilions e na ble d the m to push on
,
a t a

swe eping pa ce , through th e rich undula tions
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of Pe r thshire a nd th e ra pidity of the ir m o

t ions e nha nce d th e ple a sure of th e tr ip, a nd

sus ta in e d th e a nim a te d flowof conve rsa tion .

As e ve n ing a dva nce d, howe ve r, wh e n th e

tra ve lle rs h a d le ft th e Firt h Of T ay fa r

be hind the m
,
fa t igue be g a n to cr e e p ove r

the ir spiri t s ; a nd th e usua l r e a ction which
follows e xci t e m e n t wa s m ore pa rt icula rly
m a nife s te d in Ma ca lpine .

The y a r rive d
,
in due t im e , a t a Highla nd

ha m le t
, on ly a few m ile s dis ta n t from th e

hous e to which the y journ e ye d ; a nd th e

roa d, from this poin t, be ing in ba d r e pa ir a s

we ll a s hilly
, the y we re oblig e d to aba ndon

th e ir v e hicle , a nd proce e d, for th e re s t of th e

way, by a by-pa th, on such horse s a s th ey
could be furn ish e d with . Th e a utum na l
day wa s fa r spe n t . Th e a ir a ssum e d a he a vy,
m is ty a ppe a ra nce , a s th e sun dippe d

,
re d a nd

la rg e , towa rds t h e we s te rn horiz on . And

th e e ve ning be g a n to g a the r in cloudy a nd
dull

,
a nd a l tog e the r in de pr e s s ing con tra s t

with th e m orning .
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I Should l ike m uch to s e e it
,

s a id
Gre gor .

Th e othe r did no t re ply, a nd the y a g a in

proce e de d in s ile nce .

We m us t no t be so s tupid, Gre gor, whe n
we g e t t o C a irnda le ,

”
said Ma cke nz ie , br e a k

ing s ile nce .

“If I th ough t you would not

los e your way, I would ride up th e a ve nue to
a pla ce , n e a r he re , which the y ca ll Be ns tra th

,

a nd bring Cochra n e , i ts owne r, down to m e e t

you a t t h e
,
da le . H e is e xce lle nt com pa ny,

a ndwill be de ligh te d to he a r of a . newn e igh
bour in this s e clude d coun try .

”

I sha ll be m os t ha ppy to m e et a nyfrie nd
of yours , Ma cke nz ie . And a s to m y los ing
m y way, the re is no fe a r of tha t , if you will
t e ll m e wha t qua r t e r of th e he a vens to St e e r
for .

”

Nay, be no t so confide nt . But
,
inde e d,

in this ca s e you ha ve only to ke e p to th e le ft
un til you g e t to th e e nd of this cops ewood
ba nk th e n youwill s e e th e pa th through
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th e pa s ture s to th e righ t, which will s oon

bring you to th e ha rd turnpike -road, a lre a dy
vis ible

,
on th e r is ing ground

,
in t h e dis

ta nce .

”

I s e e i t pe rfe ctly, a nswe re d Ma ca lpin e .

I Sha ll r ide on s lowly ; a nd you a nd your
frie nd will ove rta ke ‘

m e be fore I r e a ch

C a irnda le Hous e .

Ve ry good,” re plie d Ma cke nz ie . And

off h e s ta rt e d,while Gre gor le isure ly pur sue d
th e t ra ck a lone .

Th e young Highla nde r unconsciously fe ll
into a t ra in Of thought which a bs t ra ct e d h im
from a ll ext e rna l im pre s s ions . At le ng th ,
looking up a nd a round, h e pe rce ive d tha t
h e h a d g one a s tra y. And whe n h e e nde a
voure d to r e g ain h is rout e ,

‘

h e
,
found tha t h e

h a d de via te d in to a sor t ofwild pa s ture -la nd
,

from which no tra ce could be de scrie d of th e
line which h a d be e n poin te d out to h im .

Adva ncing a lit t le fa r the r, a nd looking
a round for th e los t roa d, h is eye fe ll upon
a n Obj e ct tha t s truck h im , a t once , wi th a
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s ingula rly oppre s s ive s e n s a t ion
,
uua ccoun t-i

a ble to him a t th e m om e nt . Th e fe e ling
could no t ha ve be e n e xcite d by th e Obj e ct
i t s e lf

, for tha t wa s m e r e ly pa r t of th e g re y
rocks Of th e picture sque cha sm ca lle d th e

Dropping Gle n, towa rds which h e h a d un

consciously wa nde re d . At s e a
,
on h is pa s

s a g e hom e , h e h a d be e n visit e d by a s tra ng e
dr e a m , tha t, from th e supe rs tition n a tura l to
a m oun ta in e e r , h a d powe rfully im pr e s s e d a nd
ha un te d h is im a g ina tion ; a nd which, a s to

nish e d a s h e wa s now to find, s e e m e d to ha ve
vividly r e pre s e n t e d, with pe culia rly h orrible
a s socia t ion s

,
this ve ry gle n on which h e h ad

,

thus
,
involunta rily s tum ble d on h is firs t visit

to th e dis trict whe re it wa s s itua t e d.

Ridiculous l” h e e j a cula t e d, a fte r th e

firs t shock . of th e sudde nly-r e vive d re col.

le ction . DO I tr e m ble a t a dre a m T h e

r e s e m bla nce is th e work of th e a rch-lim ne r

Fa ncy, and, could I but Obta in a clos e r

g lance , th e illus ion would va nish . H e cla p
purs to h is hors e , ! de t e rm in e d to pre s s
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ne a rly pa s s e d a rocky e m in e nce , C ove r e d
with brushwood, a nd ove rha ng ing th e wild
a nd de e p re ce s s a t th e gorg e of th e g le n .

A few s t e ps furthe r would a fford a vie w of

t h e whole , down to whe re th e r a vin e Op e n e d
upon th e lowe r woodla nds . Th e s t e e p

‘

on

th e Oppos it e s ide now frowne d ov e rh e a d,
a nd

,
wi th som e difficul ty, h e urg e d forwa rd

h is hor s e , which s e e m e d to pos s e s s th e

fa culty a t tribut e d in gho s t-s tori e s to irra

tion a l . cre a ture s— Of being cognis a n t Of
supe rhum a n pr e s e nce s invis ible to m a n .

Th e a bsolut e soli tude of th e gloom y hollow
h a d som e thing in i t s tra ng e ly im pre s s ive to
on e wh o

,
though m oun ta in -born, had ne ve r

pie rce d so fa r in to th e H ighla nds be for e ;
a nd th e profound s til lne s s wa s a lm o s t pa in
ful in a spot inve s t e d . by Ma calpine

’

s im a

g ina t ion , with so m uch m ys t e ry. NO s tre a m
brawle d in th e pre cipitous de p th , nor tum

ble d down th e dusky s ide s Of th e s t e e p but

a t apping , dropping sound re it e ra t e d fa int ly
on th e e a r in th e dis ta nce , re m inding th e
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lis te n e r of th e t icking Of th e om inous de a th
wa tch .

Ano the r gla nce , a s Gre gor pr e s s e d h is
hors e to th e lip of th e cliff

,
s e rve d to di s

cove r tha t wh ich in pa r ticula r h a d s truck
h im with n a m e le s s dre a d, a nd th e s ight Of
which awa ke ne d th e origina l se ns a tion s Of
h is dre a m with a powe r uncon tr olla bl e by
a ny e ffort of r e solution . On re a ching a

spo t com m a nding a ll th e gle n ,
whe nce h e

could m e a sure th e pre cipice downwa rd to

th e dism a l cha sm
,
h i s eye s we re r ive t te d by

a g ig a n tic,

.

h e a dlike shape of rock, of a

spe ctr a l white , br is tling '
a bove with m a t te d

a nd pe nda n t folia g e . Em e rg ing from th e

con tra s ting da rkn e ss Of th e m os t s a va g e
r e ce s s of th e ra vine , i t pre s e nte d to h i s m ind
a s tr iking r e se m bla nce to a gha s tly hum a n
fa ce , a ppa re n t ly g a z ing on h im a s it h a d

don e in h is vision . Gre gor a nd h is h or s e

shra nk ba ck a t th e s ight, a s if in th e sym

pa thy Of m utua l fe a r ; a nd th e rider , with
a shive r , not th e le s s chilling tha t it was
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a t t e nde d by a blush of sha m e , a ve rte d h is

look, a nd pe e r e d in to th e da rkn e s s be n e a th
th e pre cipice .

Ble nde d wi th h is
.

sup e r s t it ious fe e lm g s ,
the re m ingle d a kind of pe r s ona l a ppre

h e n s ion , such a s h a d be e n e ng e nde re d by
h is dr e a m . Why wa s be the r e ? By wha t
e x tra ordina ry succe s s ion of circum s ta n ce s

h a d h e b e e n drive n to tha t om inous spo t ? It
m igh t be nothing m ore tha n fa ncy ; n ay,

i t could be no thing m or e tha n fa ncy— H e

would subdue h is boyish a ppre h e ns ions by a
s t e a dy g la nce a t th e fa ce of th e Whi te Rock .

A swim m ing in h is h e a d, a nd a ring ing in
h is e a r s

,
followe d this r e s olve . H e e ve n

though t h e h e a rd a voice , or voice s , wh is

pe ring
‘

from th e sha dowy hollow, a s if th e

spiri ts Of th e g le n , or th e g e nii which h a d
wil e d h im thith e r , we r e wa rning h im from

th e awful s olitude s of tha t de s e r t pla ce , a nd,
in th e solitude of twiligh t , for e t e lling som e

unspe a ka ble ca la m i ty . O ve rcom e
,
in spite

of him se lf, h e de live r e d him s e lf up to th e
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h e m ight m a ke th e n e ce s s a ry e nquirie s ;
a nd, a s th e pla ce wa s e vide n tly ve ry lit tle

fre que n t e d, th e re wa s sca rce ly a cha nce of

a pa s s e ng e r a t so la t e a n hour . Aft e r som e

m om e n t s spe n t in une a sy de libe ra t ion ,
be

de te rm in e d to follow th e tra ck on which h e
found him se lf,

-

a nd trus t to cha nce for th e

r e st .

On h e we n t for a con s ide ra ble tim e but

s till no hous e or hum a n cre a ture g re e t e d
h im ,

a nd th e n igh t be com ing unusua lly
da rk for th e s e a son of th e ye ar, h i s pe r

ple xity r a th e r incr e a se d tha n dim inish e d .

T h e im p e rfe ct Highla nd fe nce tha t h a d
skirt e d th e roa d, now m e lt e d a way in to

th e out spr e a ding brushwood, s ca t t e re d, in
pa tch e s , ove r th e s olitude ; a nd h e found h is
hors e ’s fe e t a g a in im prin ting th e soft sod.

He kn ew tha t h e wa s , in fact, pursuing no

roa d wh a t e v e r, but wa nde r ing a t r a ndom ye t

s till h e took coura g e a nd we n t forwa rd
, for

h e though t h e could r e cognis e a few of th e

guiding Obj e cts tha t h a d be e n pom te d out to
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h im ; a nd th e sha pe s of ce r ta in clum p
m a s s e s a nd old tre e s s e e m e d to indica te tha t
le s s s te r tile coun try wh e re lay t h e m a ns ion
for which h e wa s a nxious ly s e e king.

S ta nding e re ct in h is s tirrups
,
h e be lie ve d

h e disce rne d th e swe e p Of th e turnpike -roa d
a bout a guns h ot a he a d ; a nd, che e re d by th e
discove ry, h e a pplie d th e spurs vig orous ly
but th e hors e , ins te a d of going forwa rd ,
be g a n to re a r a nd tremble

,
a s whe n on th e

ve rg e of th e clid'

. While cont e nding with
th e a nim a l

,
h e thought h e h e a rd a foot p a t t e r

ing on th e sod be hind but i t wa s nowSO da rk
th a t h e could dis t inguish no on e .

“ I a m

righ t,
”

sa id h e .

“ I a m a g a in ne a r th e

t rodd '

en tra ck . The r e it lie s b e low m e in

th e hollow. Ge t on , poor j a de I prom is e

you a good suppe r a nd a wa rm s t able
’

to

n igh t .
” He a ga in a pplie d th e spurs s tout ly

but th e a n im a l s t ill re fus e d to proce e d, a nd

i t wa s by m a in force tha t h e urge d i t on a

few
"
s te ps, wh e n a s ta r tling voice in h is r e a r

ca lle d Out
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Hilloa , fr ie nd ! whe r e a re you hound

I a m for th e a djoin ing roa d
,
a nd I ha ve

n o t im e to pa rle y .

” H e g a ve h is shive r ing
s t e e d a nothe r sha rp r e m e m bra nce r .

“ For God’s s a ke , s top ! if you a r e no t

m a d, a nd wa n t to br e a k your n e ck in th e

D ropping Gle n -

you a r e r iding dir e ctly
in to i t .

”

“Wha t ca n this m e a n ?
”
e xcla im e d Ma ca l

pine , a s h e fix e d a n e a g e r a nd a la rm e d

g la nce upon wha t h e h a d b e lie ve d to be th e

roa d— T h e profile of th e spe ctra l fa ce of

th e Whit e Rock wa s dim ly disce rnible .

“You’ll ha ve lo s t your way, s ir i’
”

s a id
t h e m a n a t h is s ide , laying h is ha nd on th e

hor s e ’s bridle .

“ I ha ve ind e e d
,
fr ie nd, s a id Ma ca lpine ,

s ca rce ly a ble to spe ak, for th e big drops
Of pe r spira t ion s tood upon h is for e h e a d, a s h e
turne d from t h e a ppa lling Obj e ct, a nd though t
of h is ha irbr e a dth e sca pe . I ha ve be e n
roa m ing a bout th e ne ighbourhood the s e two
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r e turn . And Ofte n a nd ofte n h a d Ma ca l

pine , long ing, in h is bus ines s-engros s m e n t s ,

for th e s ight s of h is count ry, pictur e d to

him s e lf th e hom e -sce n e a s h e wish e d a nd

e xpe ct e d i t to be . Hom e ! wha t a word is
tha t ! But h ow diffe re n t wa s th e r e ality to

th e r e turning e xile Sick a nd e xha us t e d
ill a t he a r t

,
a nd fe e ling ill in h e a lth—with

pa llid fe a ture s a nd a joyle s s sm ile , be e n

t e re d th e hous e which con ta in e d h is h e

tro th e d
,
a nd g a z e d a round wi th a n e xpre s

sion tha t awa ke n e d th e curios ity a nd a la rm
of th e inm a t e s .

Ka the rin e looke d a ffe ction a t e ly, ye t scru

t inis ingly, in h is fa ce — re pe a te d nocon

sciously, in a bs e nce of m ind
,
h is a n swe r s

t o h e r que s t ion s, a nd s e e m e d to wonde r a t
th e s tra ng e ne s s Of h is m a nne r . H e r m o th e r
shook h e r h e a d a s h e re la t e d th e a dve n ture
of th e Dropping Gle n . At le ng th, th e g e n
tle m e n r e turne d from s e e king h im

,
cong ra

tula te d h im he a r tily on h is sa fe a rr iva l
,

’

la t e
a s it wa s , a nd la ughe d a t th e id e a of h i s
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going a s tra y on th e s e con d night a ft e r
s e t ting foo t a g a in in Scotla nd . By de gr e e s
che e rfulne s s a nd e njoym e n t we re a ga in re

s tor e d, a nd a happy hour wa s spe n t b e fore
th e pa r ty r e tire d to r e s t .

Gre gor
’

s a dve n ture wa s soon consign e d
to forg e tfulne s s a m id e nga ge m e nt s of ple a
sur e a nd th e va rious im por ta n t a fi

'

a irs pr e

pa ra tory to th e m a rria g e . Whe ne ve r h e

did think of th e occurre nce , in r iding in th e

ne ighbourhood of tha t dre a ry s e ction of

th e coun t ry which g irdl e d th e Gle n, it wa s
on ly a s one of those fug it ive im pre s s ions tha t
fli t a cro s s th e m inds of m e n wi th no m ore

pe rm a ne n t e ffe ct tha n th e bre e z e ove r th e
wa t e r . F inding , howe ve r, gr e a t e r de la y in
th e m a t te rs which s tood in th e way of h is

m a rr ia ge tha n h e h a d a n ticipa te d, h e h e
ca m e g ra dua lly ne rvous a nd im pa tie n t . And
s tra ng e fa ncie s would ofte n in trude upon
h im

,
with a m isg iving , or pre s e n t im e n t, tha t

som e unlooke d-for ill would occur, a nd tha t
this long-con te m pla te d m a tch , wi th i ts pro
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wis e d ha ppin e s s , wa s , a fte r a ll, de s tin e d
n e ve r to t a ke pla ce .

At la s t th e le a ding pre lim ina ri e s , a bout
which h e wa s m o s t s olici tous , we re

,
in a

gre a t m e a sur e , s e t tl e d a nd in th e cours e of

a no the r m on th h e e xpe ct e d to be fina lly
uni t e d to h is be love d . H e con t inue d to

r e s ide a t C a irnda le , th e hous e of h is uncl e ,
a n infirm a nd hypochondria ca l oldm a n . O n e

m orn ing , wh ile som e s tra ng e rs we r e on a

vis it a t th e hous e , Ma ca lpine join e d th e

bre a kfa s t-ta ble , e xhibit ing so m uch e m ba r
r a s sm e n t a nd though tfuln e s s in h is m a nn e r

,

th a t h is fr ie nds im m e dia te ly obs e rve d t h e

cha nge
,
a nd h is s is te r , in pa rt icula r, be g a n

t o r a lly h im on th e subj e c t . This dr e w m or e

i

s trong ly th e a t t e n t ion of th e r e s t a nd a s h e

did no t a t t e m pt to conce a l th e dis turb e d
s ta t e of h is m ind

,
a ll pr e s e n t ins is t e d on

h i s disclos ing th e ca us e . Ma ca lpine h e s ita t
ingly a nswe r e d tha t h e wa s a lm os t a sha m e d
to confe s s tha t h e h a d no ra tiona l g round
for une a s ine ss , a nd ye t tha t h e could n o t
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ra ss ing ; a nd h e could on ly be g , with t re m a

b'ling lips , tha t th e g a te m ight be r e ope n e d .

T h e gig a n tic coun te na nce a s sum e d a n e x!

pre s s ion of com pa s s ion , a s , looking down in
h is fa ce

,
i t obs e rve d h is e x tre m e dis m a y a nd,

a l though h e wa s n ot dis t inctly awa re tha t i t
spok e

, ye t h e re ce ive d a n inde fina ble in tim a

t ion tha t i t would sufle r h im to de pa rt , if h e
Would ple dg e him s e lf to r e turn

,
a nd a g a in

a
’

sk a dm it ta nce on th e s a m e day of th e follow
ing m on th . This condition h e

,
for a tim e

,

a t te m p t e d to r e s is t but h is horr or be ca m e so

ove rwhe lm ing
,
tha t h e a t l e ng th g a ve th e pro

m is e . T h e m a s s ive ba rs of th e g a t e we r e

the n withdrawn ; a nd i t s va s t com pa r tm e n t s
,

Unfolding , we r e jus t cla shing be hind h im ,
‘

whe n
,
wi th t h e thunde ring nois e

,
h e awoke .

T h e dre a m , th e com pa ny s a id
,
wa s ce r

t a inly r e m a rka ble
,
ina sm uch a s i t bore r e fe

r e nce to vis ion s tha t h a d vis i t e d a nd im

pre s s e d h im be fore ; ye t wha t we r e dr e a m s ?
And a l though, in th e conve r sa t ion e xcit e d
by h is n a rr a t ive , s e ve ra l wonde rful fa c ts :
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we re re la t e d in conne ct ion with noctur

n a l vis ion s , s till a ll th e frie nds tha t we re
a s se m ble d a g r e e d tha t Mr . Ma ca lpine would
be fool ish to indulg e fur the r m e dita tion upon

th e subj e ct. He took th e a dvice ; a nd th e

tra ce s of this waywa rd visita tion we r e spe e dily
obli te ra te d .by th e e xhila ra ting e nga ge m e n ts
conn e ct e d wi th a n a ctive pr e pa ra tion for th e

nup t ia l ce r e m ony. Tim e pa s s e d on
,
a nd,

som e da ys be fore tha t a ppo int e d for th e

sole m n ity, h e h a d occa s ion to vis i t t h e ne igh
hoa ring lit tle town of C ri e fi

‘

, which will be
found in th e m a p s Of this pa r t of th e coun
t ry, on bus ine s s conn e cte d wi th h is la t e
fa the r’s a ffa ir s . Whe n h e r e a che d th e pla ce

,

h e m is s e d on e Of th e p e rs on s whom h e e x

pe ct e d to m e e t, a nd wa s oblig e d to e nga g e

t o re vis it th e villa g e on th e followi ng day.

C ircum s ta nce s ba rre d th e k e e ping of h is a p

poin tm e nt
,
a nd

,
Occupie d wi th a n t e -nup tia l

conce rn s , i t wa s put off un til th e ve ry
m orning pre vious to th e on e on which h is
ne ighbours we re invite d to a tte nd h is brida l .
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Ta king hor s e e a rly , h e pr om is e d, if pos
s ibl e , t o r e turn by n ightfa ll . Nigh t ca m e

,

howe ve r
,
a nd h e wa s s till a bs e n t . His

bride wa s with th e fa m ily a t C a irnda le , occu

pi e d by th e a gr e e a ble e m ploym e n t s of th e

t im e
,
whe n a g e n tle m a n , wh o live d a t s om e

dis t a nce , a rr ive d, a nd na rra te d a cir cum

s ta nce h e h a d wi tne s s e d a s h e cros s e d th e

coun try .

I m aybe a li t tl e supe r s t i tiously dispos
e d

,
s a id th e g e n t le m a n ,

wi th r e ga rd to

a ce rt a in pla ce in th is n e ighbourhood, which
we a ll know by th e n a m e of th e Dropping
Gle n , e ve r s in ce a r e m a rkabl e a n e cdo t e told
m e

,
conce rning i t , by m y g ra ndfa the r, to

which I only ca n now ba re ly a llude . Lying
in m y way to this hous e , I fe l t som e thing , I

con fe s s
,
like a la rm ,

on obs e rving tha t th e
da rkn e s s h a d ove r take n m e b e for e I cle a re d
i ts da ng e rous vicin ity . Whe n qui te n e a r

i t , m y a t t e n tion wa s fix e d by th e cla t t e r Of
a ra pid hors e -tra m p . I s topp e d, a nd lis

t e n e d . A hors e a nd r ide r a pproa che d a t a n
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nothing broke th e de a d s ile nce s a ve a voice
like m urm ur ; which m ight ha ve b e e n th e

afl
'

righ t e d m an ’
s e xcla m a tion s on finding

him s e lf in this dr e adful Situa tion . T o m e it

s e e m e d like th e un e a r thly whispe rings Of
th e fie nds tha t a r e s a id to ha un t th e inn e r

gulfs of tha t fe a rful pla ce . Th e hors e ’s
hoofs r a t tle d a g a in upon th e rocks : a nd

pre s e n tly the r e broke upon m y e a r a pi e r
cing shrie k

,
followe d by a low

,
da shing nois e

tha t a ros e from t h e e x tr e m e de pths , a n

swe re d, a s i t . we r e , by a hollow m oa n

rolling down th e winding s of th e Gle n .

The n a ll wa s a g a in s till , a s if th e fe a rful
cha s m h a d jus t be e n m a de a_ gra ve . As if

th e Spiri ts of doom h a d be e n a ppe a s e d by a
s a crifice l

“ l s tood tra n sfixe d with t e rror, whe n I
Obs e rve d s om e thing flying towa rds m e a nd

pre s e n tly a hors e , with e m p ty s a ddle , ca m e

rushing pa s t . I rode up a nd tr ie d to s e iz e
hold of t h e bridle , a s th e a nim a l flounde re d

a m ong th e brushwood but m y n e rve s we re
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too g re a tly a g ita te d, a nd it broke a wa y.
God g ra n t tha t a ll our frie nds m ay be s a fe !

Som e unha ppy m or ta l, I fe a r m e , h a s this
n igh t be e n ca lle d to h is la s t accoun t in tha t
a ccurs e d spot 1”

It wa s long pa s t th e hour th e br ide groom
of th e m orrow should ha ve a rrive d . Eve ry
Word of th e a bove

,
in th e fa in t ca ndl e light ,

fe ll like ice upon th e e a r s of th e a nxious
a udi tory. Th e e ffe ct of th e na rra tive upon
th e a la rm e d br ide we n e e d not a t t e m p t to

por tra y. D e e p a nd unbroke n s ile nce
,
in

t h e da rkn e s s Of th e coun try
,
wa s wi thout .

Fa in tly a n in t e rm it t ing , cha nge ful sound
a pproa che d from a dis ta n t poin t . Eve ry on e
s a t s ile n t in pa in e d a nd s tr e tche d a t t e n t ion .

Sudde nly a hors e -pra nce wa s he a rd on th e

s tone s be for e th e g a t e Of th e hous e . It wa s

Ma ca lpin e
’

s hors e . Ride rle s s 1
Ne x t m orn ing, on s e a rch b e ing m a de in

th e inn e r re ce s s e s of th e Gl e n , t h e body of
th e unfor tuna t e young m a n wa s found a t t h e
bot tom of a s te e p pre cipice , jus t be ne a th th e .
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spe ctre -like cra g , whe re fa ll th e ince s s a n t
drops which g a ve i t s n a m e to th e fa ta l sce n e .

T h e s tory m a de a de e p im pr e s s ion in th e
supe r s titious n e ighbourhood of th e Be nlaws

in Pe r thshir e . For, on com pa ring da t e s ,
th e ca ta s trophe wa s found to ha ve occur r e d

on tha t v e ry day m on th a ft e r Gr e gor Ma c

a lpin e h a d h is re m a rka bl e dre a m .

Such i s th e s tory
,
which i s g ive n out a s

true , and th e e ve n t s a r e re la t e d to ha ve h ap
pe n e d in th e vicini ty of th e lit t le town of

Cr ie d in Pe r thshir e . W e ha ve though t th e
a ccoun t of so s t riking a nd in t e r e s ting a ch a

ra ct e r , tha t we ha ve g ive n it in full .
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public ba ths
,
whe r e s e ve r a l ci tize n s of

Chae ron'

e a
,
h is n a t ive town , h a d be e n m ur

de r e d . He sa ys tha t th e inha bit a n t s h ad
be e n oblige d to Shut up t he se ba ths ; but
t ha t

,
notwithst a nding t h e pr e ca ut ion

, g re a t

noise s we r e s t ill he a rd
,
a nd dre a dful spe c

t re s fr e quen t ly se e n bv th e n e ighbour s .

Pluta rch, wh o i s a n a uthor of a cknow
le dge d gra vity a nd good se ns e

,
fre que n t ly

m a ke s m e n tion of spe ctr e s a nd a ppa ri t ion s .

Pa r t icula r ly h e s a ys tha t
,
in t h e fa m ous

ba t t le a bove a llude d t o
,
s e ve r a l soldie rs

sa w th e a ppa rit ion of The se us fight ing for
th e Gr e e ks a nd a g a ins t th e Pe r sia n s .

T h e following is a uthe n t ic, a nd a his tory
ne a r our own da y

Dryde n
,
wi th a ll h is unde rst a nding

,
wa s

fond Of judicia l a s trology, a nd use d to ca l

cula t e th e n a t ivity of h is ch ildre n . At

t h e bir th Of h is son Cha rle s
,
h e l a id h is

wa tch on th e t a ble , begg ing one Of th e
l a die s

, the n pr e s e n t , in a m ost sole m n

m a nn e r , to t a ke a n e xa ct not ice of t h e ve ry
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m inute th e child wa s born which sh e did,
a nd a cqua int e d h im wi t h i t . About a we e k
a ft e r , whe n h is la dy wa s pr e t ty we l l re co
ve re d

,

-Mr . Dryde n took occa s ion t o t e ll
h e r tha t h e h a d be e n ca lcula t ing th e child’s
na t ivity, a nd obse rve d

,
wi th gr ie f, t ha t h e

wa s born in a n e vil hour ; for Jupi t e r .

Ve nus
,
a nd th e Sun we re a ll unde r t h e

e a r th
, a nd th e lord of h is a sce nda n t

a fflict e d wi th a ha t e ful squa r e Of Ma rs a nd

Sa turn .

“ If h e live s t o a rr ive a t h is

e igh th ye a r , s a id h e , h e will go n e a r t o

die a viole nt de a th on h is ve ry bir thda y .

But if h e should e sca pe
,
a s I se e but s m all

hope s
,
h e will

,
in t h e twe n ty

-third ye a r
, be

unde r t h e ve ry sa m e e vil dir e ct ion . And

if h e should e sca pe th a t also, t h e thir t y
third or thir ty-fourt h ye a r will, I fe a r
He r e h e wa s in t e rrupt e d by th e gr ie f of

h i s la dy
,
wh o could no long e r pa ti e n t ly

he a r ca la m ity proph e si e d to be fa l h e r son .

T h e t im e
,
a t la st, ca m e , a nd August wa s

th e in a uspicious m onth, in which young
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Dryde n wa s to e n t e r in to th e e ighth ye a r
of h is a g e , T h e Cour t be ing “ in Pro

gr e ss
,

”
a nd Mr . Dryde n a t le isur e

,
h e wa s

invi t e d t o t h e coun t ry-s e a t of t h e Ea r l of

Be rkshire
,
h is brothe r -in -law

,
t o ke e p t h e

long va ca t ion with h im
,
a t Cha r l ton in

Wi l t s . His la dy wa s invit e d t o h e r uncle
Morda un t

’

s
,
t o pa ss th e r e m a inde r of th e

sum m e r . Whe n the y ca m e to ‘ divide t h e
childr e n

,
La dy Eliza be th would ha ve h im

t a ke John , a nd suffe r h e r to t a ke Cha rle s ;
But Mr . Dryde n wa s t oo a bsolut e , a nd

th e y pa rt e d in a nge r : h e took Cha r le s
wi th h im

,
a nd sh e wa s oblige d to be con t e n t

wi th John .

Whe n t h e fa t a l da y ca m e
, th e a nxie ty of

t h e l a dy’s Spir it s occa sion e d such a n e fl
'

e r ~

ve sce nce of t h e blood a s thr ew h e r in to a

viole nt fe ve r, a nd h e r life wa s de spa ir e d Of,
t ill a le t t e r ca m e from Mr . Dryde n

,
r eprov

ing h e r for h e r wom a n ish cr e dulity
,
a nd

a ssur ing h e r th a t h e r child wa s we ll
,
which

r e cove r e d h e r spiri t s . And in six we e ks
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th e m took young Dryde n by th e ha nd, a nd
le d h im out t o se e i t also ; wh e n , jus t a s

the y ca m e to th e ga t e
,
t h e s t a g, be ing a t

h ay with th e dogs
,
m a de a bold push

,
a nd

le a pe d ove r t h e cour t -wa ll, which
,
be ing

ve ry low a nd Old
,
a nd th e dogs following,

t hr ew down a :pa rt of th e wa ll, t e n ya rds in
le ngth

,
unde r which Cha r le s Dryde n lay

bur ie d . He wa s im m e dia t e ly dug out ;

a nd
,
a ft e r la nguishing six we e ks in a da n

ge rons wa y, h e r e cove r e d. SO fa r Dryde n ’

s

pr e diction wa s fulfille d .

In th e twe n ty-third ye a r Of h is a ge ,

Cha rle s fe l l from th e t 0p of a n old towe r

be longing to th e Va t ica n
, at Rom e

,
occa

sion e d o by a swim m ing in h is he a d with
which h e wa s s e ize d

, th e he a t of t h e day
be ing e xce ssive . He , a ga in , re cove r e d

,
but

wa s e ve r a ft e r in a la nguishing s t a t e .

In th e thir ty-third ye a r of h is a ge , be ing

re turn e d to Eng la nd, h e wa s, unha ppily
,

drowne d a t Windsor . He h a d
,
with a n

othe r ge n t le m a n
,

swa m twice ove r th e
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Tha m e s . But
,
re turn ing a thi rd t im e , it

wa s suppose d h e wa s t a ke n with th e cr a m p,
be ca use h e ca lle d out for he lp, a lthough too
la te . Thus th e fa the r ’s ca lcula t ion prove d
but too proph e t ica l.

Th e subjoine d s tory com e s to us with
a uthority . A we ll-known pe rson

,
of g re a t

a g e , h a s supplie d th e following a ccoun t
I will clos e th e s e a n e cdote s by one of a

diffe re n t de scription . At a dis t a nce O f s ixty
or m ore ye a rs I ca nnOt vouch for th e a c

cura cy of m y m e m ory -in th e subordina te
de ta ils

,
sh e s ays

,
of this s tory ; but Of i ts

subs ta n tia l corr e ctne ss I a m sure
,
ha ving

fre que n tly h e a rd i t from Dr . a ndMrs . Pr ie s t
ley, a nd, m a ny ye a rs afte r, from th e m e dica l
m a n

,
th e la te Dr . Alls op

,
of Ca ln e in Wilt

shire
,
wh o wa s conce rn e d in it , a nd whom

I m e t in a ve ry diffe r e n t circle Of socie ty.
While Dr . Pris tley occupi e d t h e pos t Of
libra ria n to th e Ea r l Of Sh e lburne , , tm e day

Mr . Pe tty, th e
’

pre cocious a nd g ifted
'

youth
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Whom I have m e n t ione d
,
s e n t for Dr . Prie s t

ley ; Lord She lburne be ing the n a bs e n t
,

I think in
.

London. Whe n t h e doctor e n t e r e d,
Mr . Pe t ty ‘

told h im h e h a d pa s s e d a ve ry
r e s t l e s s n igh t, a nd wa s e xce e ding ly unwe ll .
Wh o i t wa s I will no t dis tinctly s ay, but

I be lie ve it wa s Dr . Pr ie s tle y wh o s ta t e s

tha t h e h a d
,
on e n igh t , be e n m uch dis

turbe d by un com for ta ble drea m s
,
which h e

wishe d to r e la t e
,
hoping tha t , by

'

s o doing ,
th e pa inful im pr e s s ion s would pa s s’ away . I t

s e e m s h e dr e a m e d tha t s om e on e h a d be e n
ve ry unwe ll, whe n sudde nly th e whole house
wa s in pr e pa ra tion for a journ e y . He wa s ,

him s e lf, una bl e to s i t up, but wa s ca rri e d,
lying down , in to a ca rr ia g e : h is surpri s e
wa s e xtr em e in s e e ing ca rri a g e a ft e r ca rria g e

in a n a lm os t in t e rm in a ble proce s sion . He

wa s alone , a nd could not sp e a k ; h e could
on ly ga z e in a s ton ishm e n t . Th e proce s s ion ,

a t la s t
,
wound slowly Ofl. Aft e r pursuing

th e roa d, for m a ny hour s , towa rds London ,

it a t la s t appe a re d to s top a t th e door of a
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Ja nua ry a nd illn e ss wa s pre vale n t , be de
s ire d h im on n o a ccoun t to le a ve t h e house ,
a nd, wi th tha t pr e ca ut ion , took h is le a ve .

La t e t h e n e xt a ft e rnoon , th e m e dica l m a n

wa s r e turn ing from h is o the r pa ti e nt s ; h is
road le d by th e ga t e s of Bowood

,
a nd, a s

Lord She lburn e wa s awa y
,
h e thought h e

m ight a s we ll ca ll to se e Mr . Pe t ty, a nd

e nforce h is dire ct ions . Wha t wa s h is sur
prise , whe n h e h a d pa sse d th e lodge , to se e

th e youth h im s elf, without h is h a t , pla yfully
runn ing to m e e t h im ! Th e doctor wa s

inde scriba bly a s tonishe d, a s i t wa s bit te rly
,

cold
,
a nd th e ground cove r e d with snow.

He rode ha s t ily t owa rds Mr . Pe t ty to

r e buke h im for h is im prude nce , wh e n sud

de nly h e disa ppe a r e d, whithe r h e kn ew not

—but h e se e m e d insta n ta ne ously to va nish .

Th e doctor thought i t ve ry e xt ra ordin a ry
,

but tha t proba bly t h e youth h a d no t wishe d
to be found t r a n sgre ssing orde rs a nd— m or e

a ssure d— h e rode on to th e house . The re— to
h is a s ton ishm e n t— h e le a rn t tha t Mr . Pe t ty
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h a d jus t e xpire d . T h e dre a m a nd th e a p

pe a r a nce we re re m a rka bl e e nough .

T h e a bove is r e it e r a t e d upon subst a n t ia l
t e st im ony.

Ge ne r a l Ogle thorpe , a t a dinne r-pa r ty
give n by h im on th e l0th ofApr il

,
1772

,
to

Dr . Johnson , Boswe ll, Goldsm ith, a nd othe rs ,
told th e following s tory a s com ing within h is
own knowle dge . Colon e l Pr e nde rga s t , a n

Oflice r in th e Duke Of Mar lborough
’

s a rm y
,

pr e dict e d a m ong h is com r a de s tha t h e should
die on a ce rt a in day. Th e ba t t le ofMa lpla

que t took pla ce on tha t day. T h e Colone l wa s
in th e m ids t of it

,
but ca m e out unhurt .

Th e firing h a d ce a s e d
,
a nd h is brothe r-Otfi

ce r s j e st e d with h im a bout th e fa lla cy Of h is
pr e dict ion .

“Th e da yis not ove r ,
”

r e plie d
h e , gr a ve lv.

“ I sha ll die
,
notwiths tanding

wha t you s e e . His words prove d t rue .

T h e orde r for a ce ss a tion of fir ing h ad no t

re a che d on e of th e Fr e nch ba t t er ie s , a nd a

r a ndom shot, from it, k ille d t h e Colone l on
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th e Spo t . Am ong h is effe ct s wa s found a

pocke t-book in which h e h a d m a de a sole m n

e n try tha t Sir John Frie nd, wh o h a d be e n
e xe cut e d for high t re a son , h a d a ppe a re d t o
h im

,
e ith e r in a dre a m or vision

,
a nd pr e

dict e d tha t h e would m e e t h im on a ce rta in
‘

day, th e v e ry day of th e ba t tle . Colon e l
Ce cil, wh o took poss e ss ion Of t h e e ffe ct s of
Colon e l Pr e nde rg a st a nd r e ad th e e n try in
th e pocke t-book, h im se lf told this s tory t o
Pope

,
t h e poe t

,
in th e . pr e se nce Of Ge ne ra l

Og le t h orpe . And th e la t t e r is unde r s tood
to ha ve t a ke n som e pa ins to ve rify th e fa ct .
John son , a lso, . a t th e s a m e pa r ty

,
t e lls a

s tory of a s im ila r cha ra ct e r . His frie nd, old
Mr . Ca ve , t h e prin t e r of th e ‘Ge n tle m a n

’

s

Ma g a z in e ,
’

a t S t . John’ s Ga t e , C le rke n

we ll
,

a n hon e s t m a n , a nd a s e nsible
m a n, a dds Johnson

,
- h a d a s sur e d h im

tha t h e h a d s e e n a n a ppa ri t ion . H e did no t ,

howe ve r , like to ta lk Of i t , a nd s e e m e d to be
in gr e a t dis turba nce whe ne ve r i t wa s m e n

t ione d.
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We now know . both th e fa ct , a nd th e h ow
and th e Wh y. T h e Duke

,
wh o proba bly

wa s no pa r ty t o th e m urde r of h is young
wife

,
though othe rwise on ba d t e rm s wi th

h e r , m a rr ie d
,
for h is se cond wife

,
a coa rse

'

Ge r
’

m a n pr ince ss
,
hom e ly in e ve ry se nse

,

and a singula r con tr a s t to t h e e le gant cre a ~

ture whom h e h a d lost . Sh e wa s a da ugh

t e r Of t h e Ba va ri anEle ct ‘or , ill-t e m pe re d by
h e r own confe s sion , se lf-wille d a nd a pla in
spe a ke r to e xce ss

,
but

,
o the rwis e

,
a wOm a n

of hone s t Ge r m a n princ iple s . Unha ppy
sh e wa s through a long life , unha ppy
through th e m onotony a s we ll a s t h e m a li ~

cions in tr igue s of t h e Fr e nch Cour t , a nd so

m uch so, th a t Sh e did h er be s t (though with
out e ffe ct) to pr e ve n t h e r Ba va ri a n n ie ce
from be com ing da uphin e ss . Sh e a cqui t s h e r
husba nd, howe ve r , in th e Me m oirs which
sh e le ft be hind, Of a ny in t e n t ion a l sha re
in h e r unha ppine ss : sh e de scribe s h im con

s t a ntly a s a we ll-dispose d pr ince . But ,

whe the r i t we r e tha t oft e n walking, in th e
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dusk, through th e num e rous a pa r t m e n t s of

t ha t va s t m a nsion which h e r husba nd h ad so

m uch e n la rge d, n a tura lly sh e tur n e d h e r

though ts to th e injur e d la dy Wh o h a d pre

side d th e re be fore he rse lf ; or whe th e r i t
a ros e from t h e in e vita ble gloom which
broods con t inua lly ove r m ighty pala ce s
so m uch is known for ce r ta in , tha t , on e

e ve n ing in th e twiligh t, sh e m e t , a t a re m ot e

qua r t e r Of t h e r e ce pt ion-room s
,
som e thing

t ha t sh e conce ive d to be a spe ct r e . Wha t
sh e fa ncie d to ha ve pa s se d on tha t occa s ion
wa s n e ve r known e xce pt t o h e r n e a r e st

frie nds ; a nd if sh e m a de a ny e xpla na t ions
in h e r Me m oirs

, th e e di tor h a s thought fit
t o suppre s s t he m . Sh e m e n t ion s only tha t,
in conse que nce of som e om inous circum
st a nce s re la ting t o t h e t it le of Va lois

,
which

wa s th e prope r s e cond t it le Of the ”

O rle a ns
‘

fa m ily, h e r son , t h e Re ge n t , h a d a ssum ed
,

in h is boyhood
, tha t of Due de Ch a r t r e s .

His e lde r brothe r wa s de a d
,
so tha t t h e

supe r ior t i tle wa s Ope n to h im ; but,
'

in
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conse que nce
,
Of those m ys t e rious om e ns,

wha t e ve r t he y m ight be , which occa sion e d
m uch whispe ring a t th e t im e , th e gre a t

t i tle of Va lois wa s la id a side for e ve r a s Of
ba d a ugury nor ha s

'

i t e ve r be e n r e sum e d
t hrough a ce n tury a nd a ha lf th a t ha ve
followe d tha t m ys t e r ious wa rn ing ; n or will.
it be r e sum ed un le ss th e num e rous childre n

,

of t h e pr e se nt O r le a ns br a nch should find
t he m se lve s dis t re ss e d for a ncie n t t i tle s ;
which is not like ly, Since the y e njoy t h e “

honour s Of th e e lde r house
,
a nd a r e now th e

ch ildr e n of Fr a nce in a t e chn ica l se ns e .

He r e we ha ve a gr e a t Europe a n ca s e
of St a t e om e ns in t h e e lde s t of Chr is t ia n
house s .

”

Th e a bove wa s wr it t e n e ight ye a rs be fore
th e sudde n a nd t e r rible cha nge s which ,

r e volut ionise d t h e for tun e s Of t h e O rle a n s
f a m ily . NO long e r th e “

childre n of

Fr a nce
,
th e Offspr ing of Louis-Phil ippe

a r e wa nde r e r s a nd in e xile
,
a nd th e m os t

unlike ly of pe rsons (whe n th e a bove wa s
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Arm s S ta t ion of th e South -Ea s t e rn Ra ilway
in th e m ids t of a gr e a t fire

,
which

,
a t th e

t im e , h a d sudde n ly broke n out a m ongs t th e
Ra ilwa y building s . T h e ca r riag e con t a in
ing t h e King a nd h is roya l e scor t h a d to
m a ke the ir wa y to th e r a ils , (a nd ove r the m ,

we be lie ve
,) through t h e fla m e s ; ne a r ly, now,

a r ching ove r on e ithe r ha nd . Am idst t h e
sm oke a nd spa rks of this t e rrific de m oli t ion

,

the refor e
,
did th e King s ta r t on h is ill

st a rr e d r e turn -journ e y . His de pa r tur e wa s
con se que n t ly a ccom pa n e d wi th

'

no pe a ce ful
a ugur ie s but through fir e wa s i t m a de to
h is roya l Pa ris , soon t o be t h e hotbe d of

r e volut ion a ry fla m e s . Th e o the r om e n wa s

t h e following . T h e King
’
s pr iva t e ya ch t,

no t
,
howe ve r

,
wi th h is Ma j e s ty on boa r d

,
in

m a king h e r wa y, in pe a ce , be twe e n two not

ve ry dis t a n t po in t s on th e coa s t of Fr a nce ,
wa s force d to s e a

,
in viole n t we a the r

,
a nd,

a ft e r be a t ing a bout , for thre e da ys
,
we

be lie ve
,
in t h e English Cha nn e l, sh e wa s, to

th e const e rna t ion of a llwh o kn ewof i t
,
com ~
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pa lle d to find r e fuge a nd s a fe ty in a n

English po rt — th e ve ry la st, a nd m os t un

like ly a nd om inous
,
which sh e

,
o th e rwis e ,

could ha ve sough t .

The r e is a se conda ry disa s t e r
,
a ccording to

t h e Ara b supe rs tit ion , a wa it ing t hos e whos e
e ye s a r e once ope n e d to th e disce rnm e nt of

th e pha n tom s of t h e de se rt . To se e th e m
,

or to he a r the m ,
e ve n whe re th e t ra ve lle r is

ca re ful to re fuse the ir lure s
,
ent a ils t h e ce r

t a in ty of de a th in no long t im e . Mr .

Willia m Wa rdlaw Ra m sa y
, th e com pa n ion

(a nd, we be li e ve , r e la t ive ) of Lord Lindsa y
h a d se e n a n a rr a y of obje ct s in t h e de se r t,
wh ich fa cts, im m e dia t e ly succe e ding, de m on

s t ra t e d t o ha ve be e n a m e r e ocula r lawns
,
or

(a ccording to Ar a b not ions) pha n tom s.

Mr . Ra m sa y saw
,
to h is own e n t ire con

viction
,
a pa rty of hor se m oving a m ong s t

som e sa ndhills . Afte rwa rds i t be ca m e ce r

ta in, from a ccura te infor m a t ion, tha t this
m us t ha ve be e n a de lus ion . I t wa s e st a
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blish e d
, tha t no horse m e n could ha ve be e n

in tha t n e ighbourhood a t tha t t im e . Lord
Lindsa y r e por t s th e ca s e in the s e poin t e d
t e rm s Mr . Ra m s a y

,
a m a n of r e m a rk

a bly s t rong sight , a nd by no m e a n s dispose d
t o supe r s t it ious cr e duli ty

,
dis tin '

ct ly saw a

pa r ty of hor s e m oving a m ong t h e s a ndhills
a nd I do no t be lie ve h e wa s e ve r a ble t o

dive st him se lf of tha t im pr e ssion .

”
No

a nd
,
according to Ar a b in t e rpr e t a t ion , ve ry

n a tur a lly so ; for , a ccording t o the ir fa i th ,
h e r e a lly le a d se e n t h e hors e m e n pha n tom
horse m e n

,
ce r t a in ly

,
but st ill obj e ct s of Sight .

T h e s e que l r e m a ins to be t old : by t h e
Ar a bi a n hypothe sis

,
Mr . Ra m sa y h a d but a

shor t t im e t o live— h e wa s unde r a s e cr e t
sum m on s to th e n ext wor ld . And a ccord
ingly, in a fe w we e ks a ft e r this

,
whils t

Lord L indsa y h a d gon e t o visi t Pa lm yra ,
Mr . Ra m sa y died a t Da m a scus .

Sir Th om a s Mor e
,
whe n h e wa s fift e e n

,

wa s pla ce d in t h e house of Thom a s Mor ton ,
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pr e ssion
, tha t h e was th

'

orough lyde t e r m i n e d
no longe r to ta rry, but h a d h is horse
r e a dy.

“Com pa re this with th e following which
occurr e d

,
th e ne xt da y, in th e coun cil-room ,

whe n t h e Lord Ha s t ings wa s a rr e st e d a nd

hurri e d off to t h e log of wood
,
which la y

a ccide nt a lly t he r e , on th e gr e e n be for e th e
cha pe l in th e Towe r . On e m a n in ha rn e ss,
wh o rushe d in

,
le t fly a t th e Lord St a n le y ;

wh o Shrunk ba ck h is he a d a t th e st roke
a nd thr e w him se lf unde r t h e t a ble , e lse h is
h e a d h a d be e n Cle ft . For a s shor t ly a s h e

shra nk
, ye t r a n th e blood a bout h is e a rs .

Th e dr e a m wa s ve r ifie d .

“ Ce r t a in i t is, a lso
, tha t , in r iding

t owa rd th e Towe r t h e sa m e m orn ing in

which h e wa s be he a de d
,
th e hors e whi ch

Lord Ha s tings wa s a ccus tom e d da ily to

ride on s tum ble d twice or thr ice a lm os t

to th e fa lling . Which thing , a lthough i t
h a ppe t h to th e m oft e n t o whom no m ischie f
is towa rd, ye t ha th i t be e n a s a n old e vil
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toke n obs e rve d a s a going towa rd m ischie f.
But Lord Ha s t ings lit t le m ist rus t e d

,
a nd

wa s n e ve r m e rr ie r nor though t h is life in
m ore sur e ty in a ll h is da ys ; which thing
is oft e n a Sign of cha nge . But I sha ll
r a the r le t a nything pa ss m e tha n th e va in
sur e ty of m a n

’

s m ind so ne a r h is de a th .

For upon t h e ve ry Towe r-wha rf, so n e a r

th e pla ce whe r e h is he a d wa s off
,
so soon

a fte r
,
a s a m a n m ight we ll ca st a ba ll, a

pour suz
'

va nt of h is own (a nd be a r ing h is
own n a m e

,
too

,
of Ha s tings, though in no

wise r e la t e d to h im
,) m e t with h im . And

,
.

a t the ir m e e ting so une xpe ct e dly
,

in tha t
pl a ce

,
h e wa s put in r e m e m bra nce of

a nothe r spe cia l t im e whe n t he y m e t in th e

sa m e spot . ‘Ah
,
Ha s tings crie th m y

lord
,

‘
a r t thou r e m e m be r e d

,
h ow I m e t

the e he r e
,
once

,
with a he a vy dole ? ’ ‘Y e a

,

m y lord,
’ quo th th e poursuiva nt , Ha s t ings ,

‘
tha t I r e m e m be r we ll. And tha nke d be
God tha t m y good lord go t no a ft e rwa rd
ha rm the re by ‘Fa ith, m a n

,

’

sa id Lord
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Ha s t ings, I wa s n e ve r of so down a he a rt,
nor e ve r s tood in so gr e a t a da nge r of m y,

life
,
a s I did th e n whe n I m e t the e ! But ,

10 ! t h e wor ld h a s gone round
,
now. Now

it is tha t m y e n e m i e s a r e in t h e da ng e r , a nd
I in t h e h ope fulle s t a ssur a n ce .

’ ‘God gr a n t
so i t prove

,

’ quoth H a st ings
,
t h e se rva n t .

-Prove !’ r e pe a t e t h my lord :
‘I t e ll the e ,

m a n
,
i t is .

’

And so
,
in m a nne r che cke d

a nd disple a se d
,
did h e e n t e r int o t h e

Towe r . 0 Lord God
,
th e blindn e ss of us

The n whe n h e m os t fe a r e d
,
h e wa s m os t

in sa fe ty . And whe n h e thought him se lf
of t h e sur e s t , h e wa s th e m os t n e a r de a th .

For , wi thin two hour s from tha t pa ssa ge ,
wa s h is he a d s t ricke n off.

”

T h e following n a rr a t ive is from Plu

t a rch .

“ It a ppe a r s tha t de s t iny is no t so m uch
a thing t ha t g ive s no wa rn in g

,
a s a thing

tha t ca nno t be a voide d for the y sa y tha t
wondrous signs a nd a ppe a ra nce s pr e ce de d
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whilst h e wa s sle e ping
,
a s h e wa s a ccustom e d

to do, by t h e Side of h is wife , a ll th e doors
a nd windows in th e house flew Ope n a t once ,
a nd be ing s t a r tle d by th e noi se , a nd in th e

br ightn e ss of th e m oon , which wa s shin ing
down upon the m , h e obse rve d tha t C a l

ph urnia wa s viole n t ly trouble d in h e r

Sle e p . Sh e wa s
,
inde e d

,
dr e a m ing tha t

sh e h e ld h e r m urde r e d husba nd in h e r

a rm s . O th e r s s a y, tha t th e vision which
C a lph urnia h a d wa s t h e following. Pur

sua n t to a vot e of th e Se n a t e , wh o a ccorde d
h im tha t honour

,
the re wa s a t t a che d to

Cae sa r ’s house a n a crot e r ium which sur

m oun t e d th e pe dim e n t . This wa s t h e

highe st orn a m e n t a nd dis t inct ion which
could be gr a n t e d ; a nd Livius st a t e s tha t ,
in h e r dr e a m , C a lph urn ia saw this tum ble
down . Figur a t ive ly de not ing Cae sa r

’

s down
fa ll

Ar t e m idorus, a Cn idia n, by bir th, a nd a

profe ssor of th e Gr e e k philosophy, ca m e a nd

brought , in a sm a ll roll, th e inform a tion
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whi ch h e in t e nde d to com m un ica t e . But,

obs e rving tha t Ca sa r ga ve e a ch m e m or ia l
,

a s h e re c e ive d i t
, t o th e office rs a bout h im ,

h e m a de h is wa y a s close ly a s h e could to
Ca s a r

,
a nd cried to h im tha t h e , him se lf

,

should t a ke t h a t wh ich h e ofle red a nd r e a d
i t ins ta n tly, for tha t it conce rn e d h im n e a rlv.

According ly Ca esa r took th e roll ; but, thoug h
h e m a de se ve r a l a t te m p ts , h e wa s pr e ve n te d
r e a ding i t by t h e pre ss .

Now i t se e m e d th e work of t h e Invisi
ble Powe rs to guide a nd ca ll th e e xe cution
of th e dre a dful de e d to tha t pr e cise spo t
wh e r e th e sta tue of Pom pe ius rose gr a ndly,
though gr im ly

,
in th e ve ry ha ll. I t is sa id,

a lso , tha t Ca ss ius looke d towa rds th e s t a tue ,

a nd, e r e th e a ssa ssin a tion wa s com m e nce d
,

Sile n tly invoke d i t . To th e ba se of this
st a tue , which e xte nde d i ts a r m

,
a s if pr e sid

ing ove r t h e r e ve nge a nd th e culm in a t ion of

th e ca ta s troph e
,
wa s

,
a t th e close of t h e

a t ta ck, Caesa r dr ive n, e ithe r by cha n ce or by
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th e con spir a t or s . And th e ba se of th e

s t a tue of Pom pe ius wa s ba the d in blood !
On e Cinn a , a frie nd of Cae sa r

,
h a p

pe n e d
,
a s it i s sa id

,
t o ha ve h a d a s tr a nge

dr e a m th e n ight be for e . For h e dr e a m e d
tha t h e wa s invi t e d

,
by Ca esa r

,
to sup ; a nd

whe n h e e xcus e d h im se lf
,
h e wa s dr a gge d

a long by Cwsa r . Now
,
whe n Cinn a h e a rd

tha t t h e body of Cae sa r wa s burn ing
,
unde r

so gr a nd a nd ye t so viole n t circum s ta nce s
a s followe d h is a ssa ssina t ion —a lthough this
la st dr e a m is r e pre s e n t e d to ha ve occurr e d
in th e in t e rva l be twe e n th e m urde r a nd th e

dispe rsion of th e conspira tor s — Cinna go t
up a nd we n t

,
out of r e spe ct

,
to t h e Forum ;

though h e wa s som e wh a t a la rm e d a t h is

dr e a m
,
a nd h a d a fe ve r on h im . On e of t h e

crowd
,
wh o s a w Cinn a

, told h is n a m e to

a nothe r wh o wa s e nquir ing of h im a nd h e ,

a ga in
,
r e pe a t e d i t t o a third ; a nd im m e di

a t e ly— a s th e r e wa s a Cinn a wh o wa s on e of
th e conspira tor s— i t spr e a d through th e
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th ing but t re a che ry, wh ile wa it ing, in th e

a n t e -cha m be r, h is a dm ission into th e king’s
council-close t

,
be h ind t h e a rra s of which th e

h a lbe rdie rs wh o We re to be h is m urde re rs
we r e conce a le d

,
wa s se ize d

,
though in full

h e alth
,
wi th a Sudde n

,
dre a dful

, pr e m on itory
n e rvous

'

fit , a ccom pa n ie d by a gre a t ble e ding
a t th e m outh : a s if re a lly, the n, a s i t we r e ,
in th e ve ry a tm osph e r e of h is m urde r e rs, t h e

pr enotin
'g of tha t bloody de a th, which h e wa s

to die , wa s pre pa ring th e vict im in t h e ve ry
figur e of th a t r e d de st ruct ion which wa s

a lm ost a lr e a dy in a ct— on ly divide d by a

door . Th e whole s tory of the se la s t occur
r e nce s r e a ds

,
in th e historia ns, like a gr a nd

t ra gic t a le— m yst e r ious, om inous, a nd st rik
ing ; t e rrible , a nd a t th e sa m e t im e una c
coun t a ble . It would r e a lly s e e m tha t da ily
life g ive s out it s wa rn ings be fore cat a
s troph e .

Th e pa rt icula rs of th e following historica l
inst a nce of th e supe rna tura l a r e ve ry li t tle
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known . We think it good to supply th e
cur ious re a de r with th e a ccoun t in ex t e nso.

It is e xt ra ct e d a s i t a ppe a rs in a ve ry re
ve re nd old volum e now lying be for e th e

wr it e r, a nd displa ying th e m a rks . in brown
ink

,
of individua ls nowlong de pos ite d in the ir

final hom e s . Though t he ir t houghts on

t he se s t ra nge subj e ct s
,
a s e qually a s ours ,

s t ill live . T h e dusky pa pe r a nd type
, th e

m oulde r e d ink
, th e curve s indica t ing th e

lit t le a cts a s t h e r e a de r sa t a nd in scribe d,
a nd

,
m or e e spe cia lly

, th e pre s e n t -a pp e a r ing
no tions of

,
now

,
sha dows of m e n

,
ove r whose

gr a ve s m or e tha n two ce nturie s a nd a ha lf
of gr a ss h a s wa ve d

,
but whos e ide a s

,
a t this

m om e nt e n t e r t a ine d, m ight be those of a ny

living m a n a m ong us ve st e rday, a r e St riking.

Ha rdly not ice d in biog r a phica l a nd historica l
a ccount s which ha ve com e down to us from
this pe riod, we ha ve n e ve r

, t ill now,
ligh t e d

Upon th e story a s m a de a t th e t im e . In

th e colde st a nd m ost re luct a n t— a nd
,
we

m a y add
, t h e m ost scie nt ific— of m inds
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a fe e ling of awe int rude s a s th e fa ncy dim ly
gla nce s a t th e possibi li ty of such unbe lie ve d
of things .

Post scr ipt of a Le t t e r of Mr . Douche con

ce rn ing th e a ppe a r a nce of th e Sha de
of Sir G e org e Vi llie r s, Fa the r to th e

fir st Duke of Buckingha m .

SIR,— Since t h e writ ing of th e pr e m ise s ,
a pa ssa ge conce rn ing a n Appa r it ion of Sir

Ge orge Vi llie r s, giving wa rn ing of h is son
’

s

(th e Duke of Buckingh a m ’

s) m urde r , is
com e in t o m y m ind

,
which ha th be e n

a s sur e d by a s e rva n t of th e Duke ’s to be a
g r e a t t ruth . Thus i t ha ppe n e d . Som e few

da ys be for e t h e Duke
’

s going to Por t sm outh
(whe r e h e wa s s t a bbe d by Fe lton) , t h e a p

pe a r a nce of h is fa th e r
, Sir Ge org e Villie r s,

m a de it se lf visible to on e Pa rke r (form e r ly
h is own se rva n t , but th e n s e rva n t to th e

Duke ) , in h is m orning ch a m be r-gown . He

cha rg e d Pa rke r to t e ll h is s on
'

tha t h e
should de clin e t ha t e m ploym e n t a nd de sign
h e wa s going upon

,
or e ls e h e would ce r

t a nly be m urde r e d . Pa rke r prom ise d t h e
Appa r i t ion to do i t, but n e gle ct e d it . T h e
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now sa id tha t h is honour wa s ut t e rly a t

st a ke
,
a nd tha t h e could not go ba ck from

Wha t h e wa s so swor n a nd e ngage d t o, com e
life

,
com e de a th

“Th is r e a l visit a t ion Pa rke r
,
a ft e r th e

Duke ’s m urde r
,
wi th infini t e wonde r com

m un ica te d t o h is fe llow-se rva n t He nry
S e e le y, wh o told i t t o a r e ve re nd divine

,
a

n e ighbour of m in e . From whose m outh,
inde e d

,
I ha ve it . This He nrv S e e ley h a s

not be e n de a d a bove twe n ty ye a r s, a nd h is
h a bit a t ion

,
for se ve r a l ye a r s be fore h is de a th,

wa s a t North Curr e y (Nor th Cra y) , but
thr e e m ile s from this pla ce .

“My fr ie nd
, th e divin e a for e sa id

,
wa s a n

int im a t e a cqua in t a nce of this He nry Se e le y’s,
a nd a ssur e s m e h e wa s a pe r son of known
truth a nd int e gr ity .

JAMES DOUCHE.

Adve rt ise m e n t conce rn ing this sa m e Singula r
a nd we ll-a t t e st e d Na rra tion .

This s tory I ce r tify tha t I he a rd
, (but a

ce r ta in o the r n a m e wa s put for tha t of

Pa rke r,) with gr e a t a ssura nce
,
a nd wi th

fulle r circum st a nce s, from a pe rson of
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h onour. But I sha llcon te nt m yse lf to not e
on ly wh a t I find in a le t t e r of Mr . Tim othy
Locke t t

,
of t h e sa m e pla ce a s Mr . Ja m e s

Douche . Tha t this a ppa rit ion to Mr .

Pa rke r wa s
,
a ll thr e e t im e s

, towa rds m id

nigh t, wh e n h e wa s r e a ding in som e book
,

or othe rwise quie t ly occupie d. And h e

m e n t ions tha t t h e Duke ’s e xpe dition wa s
h a s ty, a nd for th e r e lie f ofRoch e lle — th e n
sore -pr e s se d . T h e re s t is m uch wha t a sMr.
Douche h a s de cla re d . But I will not om it
th e clos e of Mr . Locke t t ’s le t t e r . I wa s
confirm e d in th e truth of th e se e xt r a ordin a ry
pa r ticula rs, s a i th h e , by Mr . H e n ry Se e le y,
who wa s the n a s e rva nt with this Mr,

Pa rke r to t h e Duke . And h e told m e tha t
h e kne wMr . Pa rke r to be a r e ligious and
sobe r pe r son, no wa ygive n to e xtra va ga ncie s
e ithe r of Spe e ch or thought,a nd th a t e ve ry
pa r ticula r re la t e d wa s

,
to h is knowledge , of

subst a n t ia l fa ct a nd true .

”

Thursdaywa s a fa ta l da y to He nryVIII. ,
a s Stowe a ve rs , a nd so a lso to h is post e rity.

He die d on Thursda y, Ja nua ry 28th ! King
Edwa rd VI . ,

on Thursda y, July6th Que e n
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Ma ry, on Thur sda y,Nove m be r 1 7th Que en
Eliz a be th

,
on Thur sda y, Ma rch 24th .

Thom a s Flud, in Ke n t , Esq ,
so a n

old wr it e r m e n t ion s, told m e tha t it i s a n

ancie n t obse rva t ion
,
which wa s pr e sse d

e a rne s t ly to Ja m e s L, but n e gle ct e d by h im ,

tha t h e should no t r e m ove th e Que e n of

Scot s’ body from Nor tha m p tonshir e , whe re
sh e wa s be h e a de d a nd in t e rr e d . For tha t it
is a lwa ys unde r s tood to bode e vil t o t h e

fa m ily whe n bodie s a r e r e m ove d from the ir
gr a ve s . For som e of t h e fa m ily will die
shor t ly a ft e r ;

~

a s did Prince He nry
,
a nd

,
I

think
,
Que e n Ann e , wife of Ja m e s I .”

T h e silve r cross
,
which wa s com m only

ca rr ie d be for e Ca rdin a l Wols e y
,
fe ll

,
quit e

without ca use , a ppa re n t ly, out of it s socke t
,

a nd wa s like t o h a ve kille d a Bish op
'

wh o

wa s wi th h im whe n h is la s t gr e a t m isfor tun e
he fe l . A ve ry lit tle wh ile a fte r , a roya l
m e sse nge r (poursuz

’

va nt) ca m e in a nd
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com m ande d th e r e gim e nt of ca va lry tha t a t
t e nde d be fore Whit e ha ll a t th e King’s e xe cu
t ion . It m ay be a lm os t conclusive ly a ssum e d
tha t t h e fa m ous Re m e m be r !” of King
Cha rle s

,
on th e sca ffold

,
to Bishop Juxon ,

(a nd th e m e a n ing of which sole m n a nd

m ys t e r ious a djur a t ion h a s puzzle d a ll th e

his tor ia ns
,) e nforce d, in h is l a st m om e nt s,

th e t ruth of this inspir a t ion .
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CHAPTER VII.

Lord Lyt t e l ton a nd h is s tra nge s tory. Supe rn a tura l
s ounds t o th e Re v. John Gr iffi ths of Gla ndwr ,
C a e m a r th e nsh ire . Appa r it ion to C a pt a in Kidd .

S ingula r cla s s ica l , supe rn a tura l a ccoun t s . O ccur

re nce in S t . Pe te r s burgh , in Fe b rua ry, 1 85 5 .

C urious po l it ica l coincide nce . Mode rn pre sa ge s .

Re m a rka ble dre a m . S ingula r t ra d i t ion a ry s t ory

ofNorth Ge rm a ny. Egypt ia n soo ths aye rs. C on

t e m pla t ion of m a g ic
-s ights in m irrors . S tory of a

m od e rn Egypt ia n d ivin e r. In t e r e s t ing fa cts i n

n a tura l h is to ry. Supe r s t it ion of t h e Rom a n s .

Powe r s of a ugury of th e Ro m a n s . S tr a nge fore

ca s ting , or d ivina t ion , by Napole on Bona part e .

S tory of Hun ge rford . Pr ince Pon ia towski a nd

th e Gipse y
’

s pre d ict ion . S e con d-s igh t . T h e E m

pre s s J e se ph in e . O m inous occurre nce s in th e

h is tory of Lord Ne lson . Sir Th om a s Picton .

S ir Wa lte r Sco t t , a nd t h e s t ran ge fa ta li ty whi ch
s e e m e d to r e ve rs e a ll h i s pla n s , for t h e

'

futur e ,

wh e n m ade in life . T h e ilL-fa t e d Am azon , We s t

Ind ia m a il-pa cke t. Birke nhe a d t ransport. Th e

T ige r , Engli sh friga t e , a nd h e r capta in , Gifi
'

a rd.

C a pta in Butle r of S ilis tr ia . Poe rio a nd th e Ne a
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polit a n Exile s . Lord Byron . St ory of th e la te
Duke OfWe llin g ton . Ba nque t t ing Hous e , Whi t e
h a ll, a nd th e fa t e of th e F ir s t C h a rle s . C on t e m o

pora n e ous h in ts .

THE subj e ct of this n a rr a t ive wa s th e son of

Ge org e , Lord Lyt t e lton , wh o wa s alike dis
t inguish e d for th e r a cine ss of h is wit a nd

th e proflig a cy of h is m a nn e rs . T h e la t t e r

t r a it of h is ch a r a ct e r h a s induce d m a ny pe r
sons to suppose th e a ppa ri t ion which h e a s

se r t e d h e h a d se e n
,
to ha ve be e n t h e e ffe ct

of a con scie nce quicke n e d
.

with r e m orse for

innum e ra ble vice s a nd shor tcom ings . T h e

proba bili ty of t h e n a rra t ive con se que n t ly
h a s be e n m uch que st ion e d. But , in our

own a cqua in t a nce , we cha nce to know two
ge nt le m e n

,
on e ofwhom wa s a t Pi tt Pla ce ,

th e se a t Of Lord Lyt t e lton , a nd th e othe r
in th e im m e dia t e n e ighbourhood

,
a t th e t im e

of h is lordship’s death, a nd wh o h e a r a m ple
t e st im ony to th e ve ra ci ty of th e whole a ffa ir .

T h e se ve r a l n a rr a t ive s corr e spond in m a

t e rial points ; a nd we Sha ll nowproce e d to
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lordship wa s a t br e a kfa s t wi th th e a bove
pe r son a g e s , h e s a id

,
If I live ove r to-n Igh t ,

I sha ll ha ve jockie d th e .gh os t ,
‘

for this is
th e third da y.

’

T h e whole pa r ty pre se n t ly
se t Off for Pit t Pla ce , whe r e the y h a d not

long a rr ive d
,
be fore h is lordship wa s visit e d

by on e Of h is a ccus tom e d fit s . Aft e r a

shor t in t e rva l
,
h e r e cove r e d . He din e d a t five

o
’clock tha t day, a nd we n t to be d a t e le ve n .

It wa s whe n h is se rva n t wa s a bout to
give h im rhuba r b a nd m in t -wa t e r , tha t h is
lordship, pe rce iving h im s t ir i t with a

t oothpick
,
calle d h im a slove n ly dog ,

’

a nd

bid h im go a nd fe tch a t e a -spoon . But , on

th e m a n
’
s r e turn

,
h e found h is m a st e r in a

fit , a nd th e pillow be ing pla ce d high, h is
chin bor e h a rd upon h is n e ck, a nd th e se r

va n t , ins t e a d of r e lie ving h is lordship, on
th e inst a n t, from h is pe rilous situa t ion , r a n ,

in h is fr ight
,
a nd ca lle d for he lp ; but, on

h is r e turn
,
h e found h is lordship de a d .

”

In e xpla n a t ion of this stra nge t a le , it is
s a id

'

th a t Lord Lyt te lton a cknowledge d,
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pre viously to h is de a th , th a t th e wom a n h e

h a d se e n in h is dre a m wa s t h e m oth e r of
t h e two Miss Am ph le t ts, m e n tione d a bove ,
whom

, toge the r with a third sis t e r
,
t h e n in

Ire la nd, h is lordship h a d se duce d , a nd pr e
va ile d on to le a ve the ir pa re n ts, wh o r e s ide d
n e a r h is coun try re siden ce in Shropshir e .

It is furth e r s ta te d, tha t Mr s . Am phle t t
die d of gr ie f

,
through th e de s e r tion of h e r

childr e n , a t th e pre cise t im e whe n th e

fe m a le vi sion a ppe a re d to h is lordship .

It is , a lso, sa id tha t , a bout th e pe riod of
h is own dis solut ion, a pe rsona ge , a nswe ring
Lord Lyt t e lton

’

s de scrip t ion
,
vis ite d th e be d

side Of th e la t e Mile s Pe t e r Andre ws, Esq ,

(wh o h a d be e n t h e frie nd a nd com pa nion
of Lord Lyt t e lton in h is re ve ls

,) a nd, sud

de nly t hrowing ope n t h e cur ta ins
,
de s ir e d

Mr . Andrews to com e to h i m . Th e la t te r,
not knowing tha t h is lordship h a d re turne d
from Ire la nd

,
sudde n ly go t up, whe n th e

ph antom disappe a r e d ! Mr . Andre ws frs
que n t ly de cla re d, th a t th e a la rm ca us e d him



184 CURIOUS TH INGS or

t o ha ve a shor t fit of illn e ss ; a nd
,
in h is

subs e que n t vis i t s t o Pit t Pla ce
,
no solici

t a t ions could e ve r pr e va i l on h im to t a ke
a be d the r e but h e would inva ria bly r e turn

,

howe ve r la t e
,

’

to t h e Spr e a d Ea g le Inn ; a t
Epsom

,
for th e n igh t .

Sir Na t ha ni e l Wr a xa ll
,
in h is Me m oirs

,

h a s t h e following pa ssa ge
Dining a t Pit t Pla ce

,
a bout four ye a rs

a ft e r th e -de a th of Lord Lyt t e lton , in t h e

ye a r 1 783, I h a d th e curiosity to visit t h e
be dcha m be r, whe r e t h e ca s e m e n t -Window,

a t Which Lord Ly t t e lton a ss e r t e d th e dove
a ppe a r e d to flut t e r,wa s poin t e d out to m e ;

a nd
,
a t h is s t e pm othe r ’s, t h e dowa g e r La dy

Lyt t e lton
’

s
,
In Por tuga l S tre e t

,
Grosve nor

Squa r e
,
l ha ve fr e que n t ly se e n ‘

a pa in t ing,
which Sh e he r se lf e xe cut e d, in 1 780, e x

pr e ssly t o com m e m or a t e t h e e ve n t . It hung
in a con spicuous pa rt Of th e dra wing -room .

The r e t h e dove a ppe a rs a t th e window, while
a fe m a le figur e

,
h a bit e d in white , s t a nds a t

t h e foot Of th e '

be d
,
a nnouncing to Lord
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h e r on whe n
, to h is a stonishm e n t, sh e

r e a r e d a s ide
,
a s if frigh t e n e d : but a s h e ,

s t ill, could not s e e a nything, h e da sh e d th e
spur in h e r side , wh ich h e b a d

'

no soon e r

done tha n sh e le a pe d ove r th e he dge in to a
fie ld . Much surpris e d a t this, be dis

m oun t e d, a nd le d h e r in to th e roa d ; a nd
,

thi nking if h is Opt ical could not , h is a ur i e
cula t n e rve s m igh t discove r th e ca use , h e
s topp e da ndlis te n e d

,
whe n h e dist inct ly he a rd

foot s t e ps t r e a ding, a s if a fune ra l pa sse d .

Wishing to knowwh e re t h eywould proce e d
t o

,
h e followe d th e sounds t o h is own cha pe l

,

whe re th e y ce a se d a t a ce rt a in p a r t Of th e
bur ia l-ground a t t a che d t o it . And h e r e la t e d
th a t

,
in th e cour se of a we e k a ft e r this

,
a

pe r son wa s bur ie d n e a r t h e spot whe re th e

s t e ps h a d ce a se d to be he a rd . Aft e r this
,
h e

discon t inue d ridicul ing th e cr e de nce give n to
supe rna tura l ligh t s, &c.

T h e following de scrip t ion Of a n appa ~

r ition is from th e pe n of Thom a s Moore .
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It a dds to t h e usua l t a l e s of supe rna tura l
di sclosur e s

,
th e m ys t e ry of touch

,
t h e le a s t

e a s ily de ce ive d of all t h e se nse s .

“ Lord Byron
,
h e sa ys

,

“
use d

,
som e

t im e s
, to m e n t ion a s tr a ng e story, which

t h e com m a nde r of th e pa cke t , Ca pta in
Kidd, r e la t e d to h im on th e pa ssa ge . This
ofiice r s t a t e d

,
tha t

,
be ing a sle e p

,
one night ,

in h is be r th
,
h e wa s awake n ed by th e pre s

sur e of som e thing he a vy On h is lim bs , a nd
t he r e be ing a fa in t light in th e room

,
could

se e
,
a s h e thought , dist inctly,th e figur e Of

h is broth e r
,
wh o wa s

,
a t tha t t im e , in th e

sa m e se rvice
,
in th e E a s t Indie s, dr e sse d in

h is un iform
,
a nd st re tche d a cross t h e bed.

Concluding i t t o be a n illusion of th e

s e n se s
,
be shut h is e ye s a nd m a de a n e ffort

to sle e p . But , s t ill, th e sa m e pr e ssur e con

t inne d, a nd, s t ill, a s Oft e n a s h e ve n ture d
to t a ke a noth e r look

,
h e saw t h e figure

lying a cross h im in th e sa m e posit ion . To

a dd to t h e wonde r , on put t ing h is h a nd
for th to touch this form ,

h e found th e uni
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form in which i t a ppe a r e d to be dr e ss e d,
dr ipp ing we t . O n t h e e nt r a nce of on e -of

h is bro the r -office rs
, to whom h e ca lle d out ,

in a la r m , th e a ppa ri t ion va n i she d . But
,
in

a few m on th s a ft e r
,
h e r e ce ive d t h e st a r t ~

ling in t e llig e nce tha t
,
on tha t n ight, h is

broth e r h a d be e n drown e d in th e Indian
se a s . Of th e supe rn a tur a l cha r a ct e r Of
t his a ppe a r a nce Ca p t a in Kidd

,
him se lf

,
did

not a ppe a r to ha ve t h e s ligh t e s t doubt .”

Th e a bove is r e la t e d in t h e Life of Lord
Byron .

A concour s e of crows
,
vul tur e s

,
a nd

e a gle s hove r e d a bove t h e t roops of Brutus
a nd Ca ss ius a s the y t ook post a t Philippi

(Dion . a nd t h e s a m e birds spa ke
a not e of fe a rful pre pa r a t ion to Le pidus, by
th rong ing

'

t h e t e m ple s of t h e g e nius of

Rom e a nd of Concord . Cr a n e s
,
if the y

we r e dive r t e d from the ir fligh t a nd turne d
ba ckwa rd

,
h a d a lre a dy snuffe d t h e storm ,

a nd we r e a Sign Of woe t o m a rine rs .
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t e n e d . Fla m in ius fe ll from h is hor se a s h e
a pproa ch e d t h e ba nks of Tra s im e nus . Au~

gus tus put on h is le ft s a nda l a wry on t h e

ve ry m orning on wh ich h e ne a r ly los t h is
life by a m ut iny. Pom pe y a ccide n t a lly
thre w a bla ck cloa k ove r h is shoulde rs on

t h e day of Pha r sa lia . Ne ro ga ve up h is

e xpe di t ion to Ale xa ndr ia
,
be ca use h is robe

ca ught in th e se a t a s h e rose to se t out .

C a ins Gra cchus s tum ble d, a t h is thr e shold,
on t h e m orn ing in which h e pe r ish e d .

And th e son of Cr a ssus
,
whe n h e took th e

fie ld aga inst th e Pa rthia ns, lost a t oe by a
sim ila r a ccide n t .
In th e a ncie nt wor ld the re we re m a ny

sign s t o be de rive d from a n im a ls, which
ca m e unde r t h e four th divisionof a ugury.

A wolf in th e Ca pitol wa s a n ill por t e n t , a nd
occa sion e d i t s lust ra t ion (Liv. iii . T h e

d e fe a t of th e Rom a ns
,
a t th e T icinus, wa s

prognost ica t e d by t h e e n tr a nce of a wolf in to
t he ir ca m p

,
a nd h is e sca pe unhur t

,
a ft e r

wounding h is pursue rs (Liv, xxi . a nd
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s t ill gr e a t e r ca la m it ie s of t h e se cond Pun ic
Wa r we r e a nnounce d

,
whe n a m or e da r ing

a n im a l of th e sa m e bre e d ca rr ie d a wa y h is
sword from a se n t ine l in Ga ul (Id. A
wolf once put a stop to a pla n of colon iza t ion
in Libya

,
by hungr ily de vour i ng t h e la nd

m a rks wh ich h ad be e n a ssigne d for th e n ew

s e t t le m e n t (Plut . ‘in vi ta C .

At t h e worst pe riod of th e Russia n Wa r

of 185 4, 185 5 , a nd 185 6, so fa r a s r e la t ing
to th e in t e r e st s of t h e Russia ns, the m s e lve s

,

a nd of th e e ffe c t s upon th e live s of th e

principa l a ctors , a s ingula r circum s ta nce
,

stra nge ly confirm a tory of this a ncie n t ide a
of th e Rom a n a ugury

,
wa s not e d, in

London ,
whe n ca sua lly m e t r e corde d in one

of th e m e t ropoli ta n da ily journa ls . In t h e

r e por t , we be lie ve , of th e r e gula r corr e
Sponde n t a t Be r lin , i t wa s st a t e d tha t in t h e
m on th be for e th e de ce a se a t St . Pe t e rsburgh ,
in Ma rch

,
of h is Im pe r ia l Ma j e sty Nichola s

,

gre a t ly to th e a stonishm e n t of th e pe ople ,
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dr ive n in
,
proba bly

,
by th e snows, a wolf

m a de h is a ppe a r a n ce in th e s t r e e t s . What ,
inde e d

,
wa s— a nd h ow s tood this por t e nt but

a s th e Wl in th e . Ca pitol of Rom e
,
be

toke n ing som e e xtr a ordina ry ca t a st roph e in
t h e fa t e ful a nd m yst e r ious la ngua ge of th e

Augurs ? We s e e m to r e m e m be r
,
inde e d,

tha t i t wa s in th e Tim e s tha t a ppe a r e d
r e por t e d this e xtra ordina ry occur re nce ,
though without th e sligh t e s t con sciousne ss
tha t, in th e pr e se nt m os t fa m ilia r pe r iod, i t
wa s spe a king a n ide n t ica l a ncie n t supe r
s t it ion . In fa ct

,
signs a nd wonde r s a re

a bout us
, though we

,
pe n e t ra t e d by th e

m ode rn r e a lism ,
a nd se e ing e ve rything in

com m on -se n se
,
view a ll m a rve ls indiffe re n t ly,

a nd dism iss th e m a uthor it a t ive ly a s m e r e

coincide nce s .

We e xt ra ct th e following st r iking pa r a lle l
from th e Globe

,
London e ve ning pa pe r

,
of

a da t e in May, 185 9

“ It m ay h e r e m a rke d, in r e l a t ion to th e
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In th e a nci e n t t im e s
,
a n occurr e nce which “

took pla ce a t th e out se t of th e voya ge of

our Que e n a nd Cour t in th e Roya l Ya cht ,
Victor ia a nd Albe rt

,
t o visi t th e Em

pe r or Na po le on III .

,
on t h e occa sion of h is

m a gn ific e n t a nd im pos ing in a ugura t ion of

h is gr e a t for t r e s s a nd se a -port on th e

Cha nn e l
,
Che rbourg

,
would ha ve be e n r e

ga rde d a s not th e m os t a uspicious om e n .

T h e whole roya l e xpe dit ion m ight ha ve be e n,
p e rha ps

,
jus t ly con s ide r e d a s

,
unde r

'

t h e cir

cum st an ce s , im poli tic z— na y, la ugha bly ill
a dvise d . Wha t r e a d we — though a slight
m a t te r— in th e r e por t in th e T im e s

,
a s

ha ving t a ke n pla ce ? “Th e roya l ya cht
m a de th e pa ssa g e in fift e e n m inut e s unde r
t h e six hour s from O sborn e St a ir s to th e

Ha rbour of Che rbourg , including a stoppa ge
of m or e tha n ha lf a n hour whe n off th e I sle
of“r

igh t , whe n nothing would m a k e th e
ve sse l a dva nce a foot .” Wha t '

wa s
'

th e

r e a son ? An e nor m ous r ibba nd of se awe e d,
which we m ight e ve n ide a lise a s into a gr e e n



rnE
'

onr sm n Woa n
‘

n. 195

tress of Old Ne p tun e ’s ha ir
, th e gre a t

gua rdia n a nd th e genius of Engla nd
, got

e nta ng le d i n th e so fla sh ingly, a nd the n so

pr e cipit a t e ly a nd ra shly, re volving whe e l of

t h e roya l ya ch t ; a nd t h e m a gn ifice nt ple a
sure -ship Wa s

,
a s it we r e , t ied by a ca ble .

It m ight have s e e m e d
,
to a n a nxious fa ncy

,

like th e r e ca l of th e God of th e Se a s
,
whose

e m ble m a t ic tr ide n t is suppose d to be com

m it te d into th e hands of th e m a r itim e

Brit a nn ia . It m ight ha ve a ppe a r e d, to a vi

s ion a ry, like Ne ptun e
’

s re buke a ndNe ptune
’

s

wa rning
,
spoke n through h is own n a tura l

a nd th e Brit ish na t ive m e a ns , with which
a ccide n t ins t a nt a ne ous ly a dopte d a nd

a da pt e d supplie d h im

In th e corre sponde nce , from Egypt , a p

pe a ring in th e London pa pe rs unde r da t e
of t h e 20th Se pte m be r, 185 8, it is a sse rt e d
tha t se ve nty-six soot hsa ye r s a nd m a gi ci a ns
h a d be e n ba n ishe d to Fosogl, in Souda n

,

for pr e dict ing som e fa t a l m ischa nce to Ibra
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h im Pa cha
, th e son ofAbba s Pa cha

,
a nd

,
in

con se que nce
, th e e le va t ion of t h e pr e se n t

Vice roy of Egypt, Sa id Pa cha . It will-be

r e m e m be r e d tha t t h e unfor tun a t e Ibr a him
Pa cha wa s los t in th e Nile , wi th va r ious of

h is office r s
,
from th e r a ilwa y-ca r

,
i n which

h e wa s s e a t e d, be ing pr e cipit a t e d, ove r t h e
e m ba nkm e n t

,
into t h e wa t e r . Thus— in

spit e of the ir pun ishm e n t wh e n i t wa s pro
m ulga t e d

— th e for e ca st ing of t h e Egypt ia n
s e e rs prove d t rue .

Eve n t s ha ve com e a bout in a n e xtra or

din a ry m a nn e r
,
r e produce d

,
in th e cour se of

t im e
,
in a circl e

,
a s it we r e . Ma ny a r e t h e

in st a nce s
,
pr iva t e a s we ll

“

a s public . We

e xtr a ct
"

t h e following curious pa r a lle l or

coincide nce
,
whiche ve r th e r e a de r

,
a s h is

bia s m a y inclin e h im ,
choose th to ca ll i t .

On Se pt e m be r 20t h , 1 75 4, which ha ppe n e d
t o be a Frida y

,
t h e Ea r l of Drum la nrig ,

e lde s t son of t h e Duke of Que e n sbe r ry, wa s
a ccom pa nying

,
on hor se ba ck

,
La dy Drum
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de fia nce . In this dr e a m , t h e n a rra tor

t ra ve lle d in to South Am e rica
,
took up h is

r e side nce the re
,
we nt in to busin e ss , m a rri e d,

h a d a fa m ily, a nd
,
in shor t

,
we n t through

all t h e e xpe ri e nce of ye a r s ; a nd wa s sur.

prise d, whe n h e awoke
,
t o find him se lf

a nothe r pe r son . This dr e a m
,
a whole -life of

a n ight , wa s, of course , vividly im pr e sse d on
h is m e m ory .

Som e t im e a ft e rwa rds, a Pa nor a m ic Vie w
of tha t coun t ry, which, a s th e pictur e is
cont e m por a n e ous, a gr e a t m a ny of us m a y

r e m e m be r
,
wa s e xhibit e d a t Burford’s

Ga lle ry
,
in Le ice st e r Squa r e

,
London .

Going to view it , from th e curiosity e xcit e d
by h is dr e a m ,

h e wa s fille d with a m a z e m e n t

wh e n h e r e cognise d a sce n e fa m ilia r t o h im .

He knew th e city, th e building s, a nd on ly
obse rve d one church tha t wa s unknown to

h im . Assum ing th e a ir of a we ll-inform e d
t ra ve lle r, h e que st ion e d th e e xhibi tor

,
wh o

h a d but r e ce n t ly a rr ive d from th e spot
,
a s

to th e a ccura cy of th e pictur e , a ndwa s told
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t ha t t h e church wa s a new church—one

which h ad be e n re ce nt ly e re cte d .

Tra dition
,
in m a ny dir e ct ions

,
a gre e s in

t h e t ruth of th e following.

Th e public m onum e nt s of Ha m e lin
,
a

cons ide r a ble town of Uppe r Sa xony
,
r e c

cord the following r e m a rkable occurre nce ;
It is r epor t e d a s ha ving happe ned the r e in
t h e ye a r 1 384. At th a t pe riod, ao th e le ge nd
runs

, thi s town ofHa m e lin wa s infe s te d
by such a prodigious m ult itude of r a ts,

t ha t the y r a va ge d a ll th e corn wh ich wa s
la id up in t h e gr a na rie s . Eve ry thing wa s
e m ployed

,
tha t a r t a nd e xpe r ie nce could

inve n t, to cha se t he m awa y
,
a nd wha t e ve r

is usua lly e m ploye d a ga ins t th is kind of

a n im a l .

At tha t t im e t h e re ca m e to th e t own a n

unknown pe rson , of ta lle r s t a tur e tha n ordi
n a ry, dre ss e d in a robe of dive r s colours,
wh o e nga ge d to de live r the m from tha t
s courge for a ce r ta in re com pe ns e wh ich wa s
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a gr e e d upon . The n h e dre w from h is sle e ve
a flut e

,
a t t h e sound of which a ll t h e r a t s

ca m e out of the ir hole s a nd followe d h im .

He le d th e m s tr a ight t o t h e r ive r We se r
,

which flows unde r t h e - town
,
a nd in to which

the y r a n a nd we r e drown e d . On h is r e turn
,

h e a ske d for t h e prom ise d r e wa rd
,
which;

wa s r e fuse d h im
,
but a sm a lle r sum offe re d

,

a ppa r e n t ly on a ccoun t of th e fa cilitv wi th
which h e h a d e xt e r m ina te d t h e r a t s . Le ss

tha n h is or igina l sum th e flut e pla ye r
de cla r e d h e would not t a ke

,
a nd h e r e t ir e d

m e dit a t ing r e ve ng e .

T h e n e xt day, which wa s a fe t e -day,
h e chos e th e m om e n t whe n th e e lde r inha
bit a n t s we r e a t church , a nd by m e a ns of

a nothe r flut e
,
which h e be g a n t o pla y

,
a ll

th e boys of t h e town , a bove t h e a g e of four
t e e n , t o th e . num be r of one

‘ hundre d a nd

thir ty, a ss e m bl e d r ound h im . He le d the m
t o th e n e ighbouring m oun t a in , n a m e d Kop
fe lbe rg . Th e se boys disa ppe a r e d

,
a nd we r e

ne ve r se e n a ft e rwa rds . A young girl, wh o
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e ffect s . T h e double m e a n ing of th e word
‘

r qfie ction ought he r e to be con side r e d, a nd
h ow

, g a z ing down in to cle a r wa t e r
,
th e

' m ind i s dispose d to s e lf-r e t ire m e n t
,
a nd to

cont e m pla t ion de e ply t inctur e d wi th m e lan
ch oly. Rocky pools a nd .

gloom y l a ke s
figur e in a ll s tor ie s of m a gic -wi tn e ss th e
Cra ic-pol-n a in in th e Highla nd woods of

Layncliork th e De vil’s Gle n in th e coun ty
of Wicklow

,
Ir e la nd ; th e Swe dish Blo

kula th e witch-m oun t a ins of Ita ly ; a nd

t h e Ba bia gor a , be twe e n Hunga ry a nd

Pola nd . Sim ila r r e sort s, in th e gle ns of

Ge rm a ny
,
we re m a rke d

,
a s T a ci tus m e n

t ions
,
by s a lt-springs .

It wa s
,

r e a lly
,
on ly a nothe r form of

divina ti on by th e gloom y wa t e r -pool, tha t
a tt ra ct e d so m uch public a t t e n t ion

,
a few

ye a rs a go, wh e n Mr . La ne
,
in h is work on

Mode rn Egypt , t e st ifie d to it s succe ss a s

pra ct ise d in Egypt a nd Hin dost a n . Tha t

g e nt le m a n h a ving r e solve d to witne ss th e

pe rform a nce of this spe cie s of sorce ry, th e
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m agicia n com m e nce d h i s ope ra t ions by
wri t ing form s of invoca tion, to h is fa m ilia r
spiri ts; on , six Slips Of pa pe r : a

"

ch a fing

lish
,
with som e live cha rcoa l in i t

,
wa s the n

procure d, a nd a boy sum m on e d wh o h a d
not ye t r e a ch e d t h e a g e Of pube rt y. Mr .

Lan e e nquir e d wh o we re th e p e rsons tha t
could se e in t h e fluid m irror

,
a nd wa s told

tha t the y we r e a boyno t a r r ive d a t pube r ty
,

a virgin
,
a bla ck fe m a le Sla ve , a nd a pre g~

,

na n t wom a n .

To pr e ve nt any collusion be twe e n t h e

sorce r e r a nd t h e boy, Mr . La n e s e n t h is

s e rva n t to t a ke t h e fir s t boy h e m e t . Wh e n

a ll wa s pre pa r e d, t h e sorce r e r thr ew som e

ince nse , a nd one of th e s tr ips Of pa pe r, in to
th e ch afing

-dish . He the n took hold Of
t h e boy’s r ight ha nd, a nd drew a squa re

,

with som e m yst ica l m a rks , on th e pa lm :

in t h e ce n tre of th e . squa r e h e pour e d a

li t tle ink, which form e d th e m a gic m irror
,

a nd de sire d th e boy to look ste a dily into i t,
without ra ising h is h e a d . In th is m irror

, j
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th e boy de cla r e d tha t h e s aw
,
succe ss ive ly,

“

a m a n swe e ping , s e ve n m e n with fla gs , a n
a rm y pit ching i t s t e nt s, a nd t h e va r ious
office r s Of s t a t e a t t e nding on th e Sul t a n .

T h e r e s t m ust be told by Mr . La ne h im

se lf. “ T h e sorce rer now a ddre ss e d h im :

s e lf to m e
,
a nd a ske d m e if I wishe d th e

boy to se e a ny pe rson wh o wa s a bse n t or

de a d . I n a m e d Lord Ne lson ; of whom
th e boy h a d e vide n t ly n e ve r he a rd

,
for i t

wa s with m uch difficulty th a t be pronounce d
t h e n a m e a ft e r s e ve ra l t r i a ls . T h e m agi
cia n de s1r e d th e boy to say to t h e Sult a n

,

‘My m a st e r sa lute s the e
,
a nd de sire s the e to

bring Lord Ne lson . Bring h im be for e m y

e ye s , tha t I m ay s e e h im spe e dily .

’

T h e

boy th e n sa id so
,
a nd a lm os t im m e dia te ly

a dde d : A m e ss e ng e r h a s gon e a nd brought
ba ck a m a n dre sse d in a bla ck (or, ra the r ,
da rk blue ) suit of Europe a n clo th e s : th e
m a n h a s los t h is le ft a rm .

’

He t he n pa use d
for a m om e n t or two

,
a nd

,
looking m or e

in te n t ly a nd m ore close ly in to th e ink
,
sa id

,
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fa the r ; of whom h e wa s sure no one of t h e

com pa ny h a d a ny knowle dg e . T h e boy,

a ccordingly, ha ving ca lle d by n a m e for t h e

p e rson a llude d t o
,
de scribe d '

a m a n
,
in a

Fra nk dr e ss, Wi th h is ha nd pla ce d on h is

he a d ; we a r ing spe cta cle s ; a nd with on e

foot on th e ground a nd t h e o the r r a is e d
be hind h im , a s if h e we r e s t e pping down
from a se a t . Th e de scrip tion wa s e xa ct ly
t rue in e ve ry r e spe ct th e pe culia r posit ion
Of t h e ha nd wa s occa s ion e d by a n a lm ost

cons t a n t h e a da che
,
a nd tha t of t h e foot , or

le g , by a s t iff kne e
,
ca use d by_a fa ll from a

hors e in hun t ing. On a nothe r occa sion
,

Sh a kspe a r e wa s de scribe d with th e m os t

m inut e e xa ctn e ss both’ a s to pe rson a nd

dre s s ; a nd I m igh t a dd se ve r a l othe r ca se s
in which t h e s a m e m a gicia n h a s e xci t e d
a stonishm e n t in th e sobe r m inds of se ve ra l
Englishm e n

'

Of m y a cqua in t a nce .

”
So fa r

Mr . La ne
,
whose a ccoun t m a y be com pa r e d

wi th tha t give n byMr . Kingla ke
,
th e a uthor

.OfE Oth e n.
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'

It m a ybe wor th a dding , tha t , in a r e ce n t

ca s e Of hydrom a n cy known to th e wr ite r , th e
boy cOuld se e be t te r without th e m e dium
tha n with i t — though h e could a lso se e

r e fle c ted im a g e s in a ve sse l Of wa t e r . This
fa ct m ay be a dm it t e d to p rove tha t such
i m a ge s a r e r e fle ct e d to t h e e ye of th e s e e r

from h is
“

own m ind a nd bra in . How th e

bra in be com e s t hus e nch a n t e d
,
or th e eye

dispose d for vision
,
i s anothe r que st ion .

Ce r t a inly i t is no proof tha t th e r e col

le c t e d im a ge
,
in t h e m ind of t h e e nquir e r

,

i s t ra nsfe rr e d to th e se e r
,
a s proofs ca n be

shown to th e con t r a ry .

Whe n we look close ly in to i t
,
Na tur e

s e e m s wove n ove r
,
a lm ost, with a .m a gica l

we b
,
a nd form s of th e m a rve llous a re

Ce r tai n i t is tha t , in a ll Chr is t ia n la nds
,

t h e le ge nd a bout t h e a ss is cur re n t a m ongst
th e rur a l popula t ion . It s a ssocia t ion—be
side th e

“Christ ia n sym bol which it be a rs
upon itS

'

ba ck— is with th e Founde r OfCh ris
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t ia ni ty in on e gre a t tr ium pha l sole m nity .

T h e ha ddock, a g a in , a m ongst m a r in e a n im a ls
,

is suppose d
,
t h rough out a ll m a rit im e Europe ,

to be a privile ge d fish e ve n in a us t e r e Sco t

l a nd e ve ry child ca n poin t out th e im pr e ss ion
of St . Pe t e r ’s thum b

,
by which

,
from a g e to

a g e , i t is di s t inguish e d from fishe s h a vm g ,
o the rwise

,
a n e xt e rna l r e se m bla nce . All

dom e s tica t e d ca t t le , ha ving t h e be n e fi t Of

m a n
’

s gua rdia n ship a nd ca r e
,
a re be lie ve d,

t hroughout Engla nd a ndGe rm a ny,to go down
upon the ir kn e e s a t on e pa r t icula r m om e n t

ofChr is tm a s Eve
,
whe n th e fie lds a r e cove r e d

with da rkn e s s
,
wh e n no eye looks down but

tha t ofGod
,
a nd whe n th e e xa ct a nn ive r sa ry

hour r e volve s of th e a nge lic song , once r olling
ove r th e fie lds a nd flocks ofPa le st in e . T h e

Gla stonbury Thorn is a m or e loca l supe r
s t i t ion ; but a t on e t im e th e le ge nd wa s a s
wide ly diffuse d a s tha t of Lor e t to, with th e
a nge lic t ra nsla t ion Of i ts sa nct it ie s . On

Chris tm a s m orning
,
it wa s de vout ly be li e ve d

by a ll Chr is t e ndom , t h a t this holy thorn

put for th its a nnua l blossom s . With re
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tha t ha ve com e down to us
,
is r e por t e d by

Livy . The r e wa s a n Office r in a Rom a n

le g ion , a t som e pe r iod of th e r e public, wh o
bor e t h e n a m e e ithe r of Atrius Um be r or

Um brius At e r : a nd this m a n be ing orde r e d
on som e e xpe dit ion , t h e soldie r s r e fuse d to
follow h im . The y did r ight .

O m e ns
,
of e ve ry cla ss

,
we r e ce r t a in ly

r e ga rde d
,
in a ncie n t t im e s, with a r e ve r e nce

tha t ca n ha rdly be surpa sse d. But ye t , with
r e spe ct to the se om e ns de rive d from na m e s

,

i t is ce r ta in tha t our m ode rn t im e s ha ve
m or e m e m ora ble e xa m ple s on r e cord .

In th e Spring Of 1 799
,
whe n Na pole on

wa s lying be fore
'

Acr e , h e be ca m e a nxious
for n ews from Uppe r Egypt

,
whithe r h e

h a d de spa t che d D e ssa ix in pur suit of a dis

t inguish e d Ma m e luke le a de r . This wa s
in t h e m iddle Of May. No t m a ny da ys
a ft e r

,
a cour ie r a rr ive d wi t h fa vour a ble

de spa tche s— fa vour a ble in t h e m a in
,
but

r e por t ing on e t ra gica l occur r e nce on a

sm a ll sca le
, tha t , to Na pole on, for a supe r
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s ti tious re a son
,

outwe ighe d th e public

prospe r ity. A cfie rm e , or Nile boa t
’

of th e

la rge s t cla ss
,
ha ving on boa rd a la rge pa r ty

of t roops a nd of wounde d m e n
,
tog e the r

with m os t of a r e g im e n t a l ba nd, h a d run

a shore a t th e villa ge of Be rnout h No

ca se could be m or e hope le ss . T h e ne igh
bour ing Ara bs we r e of th e Ya m bo t ribe
Of a ll Ara bs t h e m ost fe rocious . The se
Ar a bs

,
a nd th e Fe lla hs , (whom ,

by th e wa y,
m a ny of our coun trym e n a r e SO r e a dy to
r e pre se n t a s fr ie ndly to th e Fr e nch a nd

hos til e t o ourse lve s
,) h a d t a ke n th e Oppon

t un i ty of a t t a cking t h e ve s se l . T h e e n

g a g e m e n t wa s obs t in a t e ; but , a t le ngth,
t h e in e vit a ble ca t a st r oph e could be de la ye d
no longe r .

T h e com m a nde r
,
a n It a lia n na m e d MO

r a ndi
,
wa s a bra ve m a n a ny fa t e a ppe a r e d

be t t e r tha n tha t which a wa it e d h im from a n

e ne m y so m a lign a n t . He se t fire to t h e pow

de r-m ag a zin e ; t h e ve sse l ble w up ; Mor a ndi

pe r ish e d in th e Nile , a nd a ll of le ss ne rve
,

wh o h a d pre viously r e a che d th e shore in
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s a fe ty, we re put to de a th, to th e ve ry la st
Ina n , wi th crue lt i e s th e m os t de t e s t a ble , by
the ir hum a n e n e m i e s . For a ll this Na pol e on
ca r e d lit t le : but on e solit a ry fa ct the re wa s
in t h e r e por t which s t ruck h im wi th con

s t e rn a t ion . This ill-fa t e d clj e rm e — wha t
wa s i t ca lle d ? It wa s ca lle d
a nd

,
in th e na m e of th e ve ss e l, Na pol e on

r e a d a n a ugury of t h e fa t e which h a d

be fa lle n t h e It a lia n t e rr itory. Conside r e d
a s a de pe nde ncy Of Fra nce

,
h e fe l t ce r t a in

tha t It aly wa s los t , a nd Na pol e on wa s in

con sola ble But wha t possible con

n e ction
,
i t wa s a ske d

,

“
ca n e xis t be twe e n

th is ve ss e l on th e Nile a nd a
‘
r e m ot e

p e nin sula Of Southe rn Europe ?” “NO

m a t t e r ,
”

r e plie d Na pole on ; “
m y pr e s e n t i

m e n t s n e ve r de ce ive m e . Y ou will s e e tha t
a ll is ruine d . I a m s a t isfie d th a t m y It a ly,
m y conque st

,
is los t to Fr a nce . So, in

de e d
,
i t wa s . All Europe a n n e ws h a d long

be e n in t e rce p t e d by t h e English cruis e rs ;
but im m e dia t e ly a ft e r t h e ba t t le wi th t h e
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t h e t rue ke ys to th e gre a t r e volut ion of

Brum a ir e . Th e s ton e which h e r e j e ct e d
be ca m e th e key

-s ton e of th e a rch . So tha t
,

a ft e r a ll
,
h e

’ va lue d th e om e n fa lse ly ;
though th e ve ry n e xt n ews fr om Europe

,

ur t e ously com m un ica t e d by h is Eng lish
e n e m ie s

,
Showe d tha t h e h a d in t e rpre t e d

i t s m e a n ing righ t ly.

Th e following a ccoun t h a s som e thing
of a life like cha r a ct e r in i t, which, of i tse lf,
Se e m s t O/Jconvince .

In proof of th e a uthe n t icity of th e sub

joine d s tory, it m ay be s t a te d tha t th e

m a t e rna l fa m ily of th e la dy com m un ica t ing
i t h a s r e side d in or n e a r Newbury

,
in

B e rkshir e
,
s ince th e t im e of th e Civil Wa rs

,

whe n Lord Fa lkla nd wa s e n t e rt a ine d a t

t h e h ouSe of h e r a nce s tor, a pr inc ipa l
burg e ss of th e t own , on t h e e ve of t h e firs t
ba t t le of Ne wbury, in 1 643. Unde r t h e

pre se n t im e n t of h is de a th, Lord Fa lkla nd
r e que st e d th a t t h e Sa cr a m e nt m ight be
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a dm in ist e r e d to h im be for e re t ir ing to r e s t ,

a nd tha t h is hos t a nd t h e whole house hold
m igh t pa r ticipa t e in th e r it e .

At t h e be ginn ing of th e la st , or t h e

close of th e pre ce ding ce n tury, a ve ry
skilful a nd e m ine n t a pothe ca ry a nd surge on
r e side d in th e out skir ts of Ne wbury .

Am ongs t h is pa t ie n ts a nd a cqua in t a nce wa s
a n e lde r ly m a ide n la dy of sle nder for tune

,

a nd of a sour a nd m ise r ly t e m pe r . An

im provide n t brothe r die d in difli cult ie s, a nd
h is da ught e r , a be a ut iful girl of sixt e e n

,

wa s le ft t o th e gr udging c are of h e r a un t .

T h e poor gir l wa s de e ply de spon’de nt a t h e r
cha nge of circum s t a nce s, a nd fe ll ill. Th e

good surge on wa s ca lle d in
,
a nd spe e dily

de t e cte d tha t th e wor s t of t h e m a la dy wa s
m e n t a l .

Move d by pity
,
a nd doub t le ss de e ply

int e re st e d
,
on e day whe n a lon e with h e r

,

prom pt e d to i t by th e unkindne ss of h e r

a un t
,

notwi thst a nding th e e xt r e m e dis

pa rity of the ir ye a rs , th e ba ch e lor -surge on
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m a de th e unha ppy inva lid an Offe r of
,

m a r ria ge . T h e g ra te ful young wom a n
,

a ft e r som e lit t le conside r a t ion
,

a cce pte d .

The y we r e m a rr ie d
,

’

a nd for two ye a rs
live d m os t ha ppily ; t hough th e diffe r e nce
in t he i r a ge s could no t ha ve be e n le ss t ha n
t hir ty ye a r s .

Tim e we n t on . Th e surge on ha ppe n e d
t o r e ce ive a le t t e r from a n in t im a t e frie nd
wh o wa s s e t t le d in London a s a phys icia n .

I t wa s to a sk
,
a s a fa vour

,
tha t a young g e n

tle m a n
,
in whom th e wr i t e r fe lt pe culia r in

t e r e s t
,
m igh t be r e ce ive d

,
a s a n inva l id, to

boa rd for som e we e ks in t h e fa m ily of h is

m e dical corr e sponde n t . T h e r e que s t wa s

g la dly gra n t e d . T h e st r a nge g e n t le m a n

from London took posse ssion of an Old-fa
sh ion e d but com for ta ble be d-room ove r t h e
usua l Sit t ing -room . He r e ce ive d e ve ry
a t t e n t ion from th e Old surge on a nd h is a m i

a ble wife .

But t o th e la t t e r
,
in th e s e clusion of h e r

coun tr y life
,
this com pa nionship a nd a t t e nd
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t hus, be ca m e ce le bra n t s in a gr a nd m inist ra J

t ion in which m a n h a d no lot . Ide n t i ty
,

h e r e a ft e r, out of th e sublim e a nd unpa ri
‘t icle d Ge n e r a l Life , be ing , im possible ; ac
cording t o h is the ory.

This young m a n r e m a ine d un t il th e a n:

‘

tum u a rrive d;
’

a nd the n ha ving r e cove r e d h is
h e a lth unde r t h e skilful ca r e e xt e nde d to
h im ,

h e r e turn e d to London a nd r e sum ed
h is busine ss . Th e unh a ppy young wife

,

now a ll a lone a nd solit a ry, a nd m issing h e r
ca pt iva t ing com pa n ion, r e m a ine d a pr e y to
m e l a n choly, a nd sa nk from low spir it s in to
illn e ss . Th e husba nd wa s , g r ie ve d a t th e

cha ng e which h e saw in h is wife
,
but ne ve r

once suspe ct e d th e ca us e .

Me a n t im e th e young m a n in London
,

wh o wa s con SiIm pt ive but of gr e a t a pplica
t ion , pur sue d h is profe ss ion with such a r~

dour tha t h is h e a lth dre a dfully ga ve wa y.

He wa s a dvis e d to a ba ndon busine ss a nd to
be t ake him s e lf

,
a ga in in to . th e coun t ry.

Aga in wa s th e doct or a t N e wbury a pplie d
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to
"

; and, to
'

th e sc a r ce ly disguise d joy of

h is wife , i t wa s Se t tle d tha t t h e '

yOnng
'

la ’wye ’

r3 shoul‘d
,
for th e s e cond t im e, pla ce

him se lf
"

unde r
,
a lm os t , h is fa the r ly ca r e .

Ar rive d in Ne wbury
,
th e doc

'

tor s a w tha t
h is fr ie nd a nd lodge r wa s in a sde plora ble

way
— in fa ct , tha t it wa s

'

im possible
' t h a t

h e . cGulii live long; Th e unhappy young
m a n

'

s e e ni e d
,

‘

for th e firs t t im e , to e n t e rta in
a Sim ila r be lie f. Doubt s a ndfzt e rror now

a rose a s to h is re ligious ide a s : a nd‘wha t

grie ve d
'

h im m os t
,
appa re n t ly, in h is con e

ve r sa t ion s with th e wife
,
wa s th e fe a r tha t

h e Should ha ve succe e de d but . too we ll in
h is infide l ' t e a ch ings

'

In this a nxious a nti;
trouble d . fra m e 0f” fIllIid

,
be . fr e que nt ly r e

pe a t e d,l tha t if h e should die
,

“

andf t h at if it

we r e pe rm i t te d. for
'

a de pa r t e d piri t
'

t o give
a ny

-
such a s sura nce

,
t h e wa rning of th e r e .

ali ty '

of fa zfutur e st a t e
,
1a nd of a

'

fina l judg:

m e n t
,
sh orild

'

in :som e m a nn e r
'be supplie d,

upon -which doubts Should be se t t le d .

Som e we e ks of gre a t . bodily suffe r ing,
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and of m uch dist r e ss of m ind
,
t e rm ina te d

in th e young m a n
’
s de a th — soon e r

, by
som e t im e

,
tha n wa s a n t icipa t e d . Ill

,
a nd

thoroughly prost ra t e d by h e r gr ie f, a nd by
this s a d e ndi ng to h e r li t t le in t e rva l of h a p
pin e ss, it wa s im possible , though sh e de sir e d
i t e xt r e m e ly

,
for t h e young wom a n to fol

low t h e de ce a s e d to h is gr a ve . But th e

good
,
sorrowful doc tor

,
e a ge r to sh ow e ve ry

r e g a rd to t h e de a d
,
m a de a ll in th e house

,

e xce pt h is wife
,
fol low in th e m ournful pro

ce ss ion to t h e church ya rd— 40 tha t la st
hom e

T h e a ft e rnoon wa s a glorious on e
,
in June

,

on which th e la st sa d ce r e m ony wa s to t a ke
pla ce . T h e wa ys of th e town we r e sile n t,
a s is th e cus tom

,
in a h o t a ft e rnoon

,
in Mid

sum m e r
,
in t h e coun t ry . All wa s be a uty

a nd bright n e s s without : th e tr e e s we r e co

ve r e d with le a ve s ; t h e g a rde n wa s full of

flowe r s, though t h e wa lks of t h e ga rde n
,

a nd t h e h ot g ra ss unde r t h e m ossy
,
bra nch

ing frui t -t re e s in th e orcha rd
,
se e m e d a for
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with a n ivory h e ad
,
wa s ordin a r ily pla ce d ;

in orde r
,
a s be lls we r e no t in fa shion a t tha t

t im e
, (or a t a ll e ve n t s not in use in tha t pa r t

Of '

th e coun t ry ,) th a t t h e inva lid m igh t
sum m on h is wa tchful young fr ie nd, be low,
in t h e sit ting-room

,
if h e wa n t e d a nything

While t h e busine ss of t h e hous e should ke e p
h er

’

a wa y. Thr e e knocks of th e f
s tick on

t h e
‘

floor we r e th e Sigual of h e r i be ing
' r e s

(juired
'

ih t h e s ick m a n
’

s r oom ; And ' t h e se

we r e usua lly obe ye d
:

a lm ost "

a s sdoh as m ade i

Fa m ilia r
,
inde e d

,
we'r e those th r e e t a ps .

We h a ve s a id tha t the poor young wife
Wa s le ft a lone 111 t h e house o n this sa d

aft e rn oon,
'

wh ile a ll i ts othe r occupa n t s we re
enga ge d a t

'

t h e fun e ral . Th e " doors we re
a ll fas t 3 the ’

sunshine wa s a s br igh t a s e ve r
Without ; th e poor young wom a n

’

s fa ce wa s
h idde n in h e r h a nds in h e r gr ie f ; a ll was

sile nce in t h e -lon e ly cha m be r s of t h e house .

Whe n
,

sudde nly
,
the r e we r e h e a r d thr e e

loud a nd distinct knocks of t h e ca n e , in th e
room overhe a d

,
just h e a rd in th e ir n a tura l
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pl a ce n e a r th e window. T h e utm os t a s ton

n ish m e nt— a fe e ling a lm os t a t t h e m om e n t,

s tr a nge a s i t m ay sound
,
of de light— ca use d

t h e young wom a n to s t a r t t o h e r fe e t .
Wi thout fe a r—for sh e h a d no fe a r th e n;

sh e ha s te ne d upst a ir s— thrown qui t e a t? h e r

ba la nce of id e a s ; wa nt ing, wishing, h Oping,
wonde r ing z— dre a m ing sh e kn e w not wha t !
For sh e s e e m e d sudde n ly t ra nspor t e d in to
a n e w wor ld— one which wa s, ye t , th e r e a l

wor ld ! Ent e ring t h e room a bove st a irs
,
sh e

s aw i t a ll a s usua l a nd on a pproa ching t h e
cha ir pla ce d ne a r t h e window

,
sh e disco

ve re d t h e ca ne le a n ing , in i ts a ccustom e d
pla ce , i n th e hollow of th e a r m of th e ch a ir
though sh e a s in st a n t a ne ous ly re m e m be r e d
t h a t sh e h a d

,
h e rs e lf

,
tha t ve ry m orning

pla ce d it in a dis t a n t corne r . Ala s ! t he re
we r e cha nge s

,
tha t m orn ing

,
in tha t room !

Whe n h e r husba nd, a nd th e
“

o t he rs
,

r e turn e d a ft e r t h e fun e ra l
, the y found t h e

young wom a n in a s t a t e diflicult to de scribe ,
wa lking

,
in th e orcha rd

,
a t a s g re a t a
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dist a nce a s possible from t h e house . How

m uch sh e r e coun t e d of t h e e xt r a ordina ry
incide n t de ta ile d a bove , we a re sca rce ly
pr e pa r e d to sa y, nor h ow g re a t ly h e r futur e
life wa s influe nce d by tha t which se e m e d so

unm is t a ke a bly t o h e r t h e r e de m p t ion of th e

m om e n tousple dg e . But t h e whol e a ffa ir

produce d a m os t profound im pre ssion .

Whe the r th e a bove s tory be t rue or not
,

we ca nno t say. We ha ve sim ply g ive n it in
t h e s a m e for m in which i t h as r e a che d us .

It h a s a ll th e subsidia ry proofs of be ing
ge nuin e .

We proce e d
,
now

,
wi th som e pa r t icula rs

of e ve n t s which a r e fa i thfully a nd h is tori :

ca lly t rue .

At a m ost unlike lv pe riod for th e r e a li
s a t ion of such a prophe cy, a s Southe y

,
in

h is Life of Lord Ne lson
,
r e la t e s

,
a n Ir ish

Fr a ncisca n
,

s e t t l e d in Na ple s
,

on th e

a rr iva l of h is Lordship a ft e r t h e gr e a t
ba tt le of th e l s t ofAugus t , 1 798, decla re d
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Th e chiva lrous a nd cele br a t e d Ponia o

t owski, ge n e r a l unde r th e Em pe ror Na

pole on Bon a pa r t e , a nd wh o dis t inguishe d
him s e lf gre a t ly in t h e dis a s t rous Im pe ria l
expedi t ion in to Rus sia in 1 812

,
wa s m a ny

ye a rs be for e , in e a r ly life
,
pre se n t

,
wi th a

Com pany of fr ie nds
,
a t a sort of sum m e r

picnIc, In on e of t h e for e st s of G e r m a ny .

Distribut ing through t h e woods , a gipsey
'

a t la st fe ll in the ir wa y, wh o, be ing e ngag e d
for th e purpose , a ft e r

“

r e ve a ling t h e for tune s
‘

of th e o th e r pe r sons
,
ca m e a t la s t to t h e

Prince
,
H e wa s pre va i le d on

,
with dith

culty
,
to ha ve h is for tun e told .

“Pr ince
,

”

sai d t h e s ibyl
,

I se e a ch a nge ful life
,
wi th

a singula r e nding. I t is a t e rm ina t ion

wh ich
' l ca n sca rce ly unde rs t a nd . Y ou

“

will fe e l i t such, wh e n I pronounce tha t
!

i t
'

is de not e d th a t a n ‘E ls te r
’

i s to be your
ca use of de a th .

”
T h e la ugh wa s sudde n

a nd uni ve r sa l ; for t h e word e ls t e r
,
in

G e rm a n
,
s ignifie s a m a gpie . T h e cir

cum sta nce s of th e de a th of th e P r ince
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Pon ia towski will be re ca lle d : h ow
,
a t t h e

t e rr ible re tr e a t whi ch wa s n e ce s sita t ed a ft e r
t h e succe ss ion Of t h e fie rce ba t t le s a t

Le ipsic in 1813, m oun t e d on a fie ry cha rge r
,

h e le a pe d in to t h e n a rr ow rive r which
,
on

t ha t dre a dful occa s ion
,
cut Ofl

'

th e r e tr e a t

Of im por t a n t por t ions Of th e Fre nch a rm y
h ow

,
se e n bufl

'

e t ing , for a m om e n t
,
wi th t h e

rushing a nd turbul e n t wa t e r (the n e xt ra
ordin a rily swolle n

,
for th e s t re a m is usua lly

of incons ide ra ble wid th) , h e s a nk to r ise
n o m or e —finding h is de a th in tha t pre
c ise ly pre dicte d a s to occa s ion i t . For th e

n a m e Of tha t fa t al s t re a m , c a us ing de

s t ruct ion to t h e Fr e nch re t iring divisions
,

a nd e n t a iling t h e loss Of th e ga lla n t a nd

unha ppy Pon ia towski, wa s Els t e r .

He nry II .

,
of Fr a n ce

,
r e a d som e ye a rs

befor e th e e ve n t a de scr ipt ion Of tha t t our
n a m e n t , on t h e m a rr ia ge Of th e Scot t ish

Que e n with h is e lde s t son
,
Fran cis II.

,

wh ich prove d fa t a l to him se lf
,
through
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th e a wkwa rdn e ss Of th e Com pt e de Mon t

gom e ry. Of H e nry IV.

,
Of Fra nce , wh o

succe e de d upon th e a ssa ssina t ion of h is

brothe r -in -law
,
we ha ve th e pe r e m ptory

a ssur a nce Of Sullv a nd o th e r Prote s t a n t s,
coun t e rs ign e d by wr it e rs his torica l a nd

con t rove rsia l
, tha t not only

i

wa s h e pr e

pa r e d
,
by m a ny wa rn ings

,
for h i s Own

t ra gica l de a th,— not only wa s th e day— t h e
hour

, pre fixe d,
— not only wa s a n alm a na ck

s e n t to h im
,
in which th e bloody sum m e r

’

s

da y Of 1610 wa s poin t e d out to h is a t t e n t ion
in bloody colour s ; but th e m e re r e cord of

t h e King’s la s t a ft e rnoon Shows , be yond a

doubt , t h e e xt e n t a nd th e punc tua l lim i ta
t ion of h is a n xie t ie s . In fa c t

,
i t is t o this

a t t itude of lis t e n ing e xpe ct a t ion in t h e

King, a nd br e a thle ss wa i t ing for t h e blow,
th a t Schille r a llude s in tha t fine spe e ch Of
Wa lle ns t e in to h is s ist e r, whe r e h e not ice s
t h e fun e r a l kn e lls tha t sounde d con t inua lly
in H e nry’ s e a rs

,
a nd, a bove a ll, h is prOph e t ic

inst inct, tha t ca ught th e sound from a fa r
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f e llow, a nd e ven to
.

wish for h is de a th .

Se j a nus wa s now de a d a nd gone ; but

th e r e wa s no wa n t Of spie s : a nd a ce r t a in
Ma cro r e por t e d h is words to Tibe r ius .
Agrippa wa s in con se que nce a r r e st e d ; t h e
Em pe ror him s e lf conde sce nding to poin t
out th e n oble Je w to t h e Office r on duty .

T h e ca se wa s a gloom y on e
,
if Tibe rius

should ha ppe n to survive m uch longe r
a nd th e s tory of th e om e n proce e ds thus

Now Ag r ippa s tood in h is bonds
be for e th e Im pe ria l pa la ce a nd in h is

a filict ion le a n e d a g a inst a ce r t a in tre e
,

upon t h e bough Of which i t ha ppe ne d tha t
a bird h a d slight e d which t h e Rom a ns cal]

bubo
,
or t h e Owl. All t h is wa s s t e a dfa st ly

Obs e rve d by a Ge r m a n pr isone r
,
wh o a Ske d

a soldie r wha t m ight be t h e n a m e a nd Of

fe nce Of tha t m a n ha bi t e d in purple . Be ing
t old tha t th e m a n

’

s na m e wa s Ag r ippa , a nd
t ha t h e wa s a Jew of high r a nk, wh o h a d

g ive n a pe rson a l Offe nce to th e Em pe ror
,

th e Ge rm a n a ske d pe rm iss ion t o go n e a r

a nd a ddre ss h im which be ing gra nt e d, h e
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Spoke thus This dis a s t e r
,
I doubt not,

young m a n
,
is t rying to your he a r t ; a nd

pe rh a ps you will not be li e ve m e whe n I a n
no unce to you, be for e ha nd, t h e provide n t ia l
de live ra nce which is im pe nding. Howe ve r

,

th is m uch I will s a y— a nd for m y s ince r i ty
le t m e a ppe a l to m y na t ive gods

,
a s we ll a s

to t h e gods of this Rom e
,
wh o ha ve brought

us bo th in to t rouble— tha t no se lfish Oh

je ct s prom pt m e to this r e ve la t ion— for a
re ve la t ion i t is

,
a nd to th e following

effe ct — It is fa t e d t ha t you sha ll not long
re m a in in Cha ins . Your de live r a nce will
be spe e dy ; you sha ll be r a ise d to t h e ve ry
high e s t. r a nk a nd powe r ; you sha l l be t h e
Obj e c t Of a s m uch e nvy a s now you a r e Of
pi ty ; you Sh a ll r e t a in your prospe ri ty t ill
de a th ; a nd you sha ll t ra n sm it tha t pro s

a nd

t he r e th e Ge rm a n pa use d . Agrippa wa s
a git a t e d ; th e bys t a nde r s we r e a t t e nt ive ;
a nd aft e r a t im e

,
t h e Ge rm a n ,

poin t ing
sole m n ly to t h e bird

,
proce e de d thus

pe rity to your childre n . But
’
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But t his re m e m be r he e dfully— tha t , whe n
n e xt you s e e th e bird which now pe rche s
a bove your h e a d

, you will ha ve on ly five
da ys long e r t o live ! This e ve n t wi ll be
sur e ly a ccom plish e d by tha t sa m e m ys t e r i

ous god wh o h a s though t fit to s e nd th e
bird a s a wa rn ing Sign ; a nd you, whe n you
com e to your glory

,
do not forge t m e t ha t

for e sha dowe d i t in your hum ilia t ion .

’

T h e s tory a dds
,
tha t Agr ippa a ffe ct e d to

la ugh whe n t h e Ge r m a n conclude d ; a ft e r
wh ich i t goe s on to sa y, tha t in a fe w

we e ks
,
be ing de live re d by th e de a th Of

Tibe r ius be ing re le a s e d from pr ison , by
th e ve ry pr ince on whose a ccoun t h e h a d

incurr e d th e r isk be ing r a ise d to a t e t ra r

chy
,

a nd a ft e rwa rds to th e kingdom Of
a ll Jude a com ing in to a ll th e prospe ri ty
which h a d be e n prom ise d to h im by t h e
Ge r m a n ; a nd not losing a ny t of h is

in t e r e s t a t Rom e through th e a ssa s sina t ion
Of h is pa t ron Ca ligula — h e be ga n to look
ba ck r e spe ctfully to th e words O f t h e



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


234 CURIOUS THINGS or

fla t t e ry, not unusua l in th e ca s e of kings,
h a d not th e fir m ne ss , a l though a Jew,

a nd

con scious of t h e wicke dne ss
, g re a t e r in h im

s e lf tha n in t h e he a the n crowd
,
to r e j e ct

th e bla sphe m ous hom a g e . Voice s of a do .

r a t ion con t inue d t o a sce nd . Whe n sud

de nly, looking upwa rd to t h e va s t a wn ing
pr e pa r e d for scr e e n ing t h e a udie nce from
th e noonda y he a t s, t h e King pe rce ive d th e
sa m e om inous bi rd which h e h a d se e n a t

Rom e in t h e da y of h is a fflict ion
,
se a t e d

quie t ly
,
a nd looking d0wn upon him se lf.

In th a t sa m e m om e n t a n icy pa ng
’

shot

through h is int e s t in e s . He wa s r e m ove d
in to t h e pa la ce ; a nd a t th e e nd of five

da ys
,
com ple t e ly worn out by pa in , Ag r ippa

e xpir e d
,
in th e fifty

-four th ye a r of h is a g e ,
a nd t h e s e ve n th of h is sove r e ign powe r .

If we should r e sor t to th e fixe d a nd m onu

m e n t al r a the r tha n t o t h e a ccide n t a l a ugu~

rie s of dis t inguishe d individua ls a nd of

gre a t n a t ion s— such
,
for ins t a nce

,
a s we r e

e m bodie d in those Pa lla dia , or prot e s t ing
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ta li s m a ns, w hich ca pita l ci tie s , wh e the r
Pa ga n or Chris t ia n

, g lorifie d th rough a

pe riod of twe n ty-five hundr e d ye a r s , we

sha ll fi nd a long succe s sion of th e s e e n

cha n t e d pledg e s , from th e e a r l ie s t pr e ce de n t
of Troy (whose pa lla dium wa s undoubt e dly a
t alis m a n) , down to tha t e qua lly m e m ora ble

,

a nd be a r ing th e s a m e n a m e
,
a t We s t e rn

Rom e . We m a y pa ss , by a va s t t ra nsi t ion
of two a nd a ha lf m ille n ia

, to tha t gr e a t
ta lism a n of Const a n t inople

,
th e t riple se r

pe n t a n or igina l r e fe r e nce
to th e Mosa ic se rp e n t of t h e wilde rne ss,
which h e a led t h e i nfe c t e d by th e sim ple a ct

of look ing upon i t, a s t h e sym bol of t h e
Re de e m e r

,
he ld a loft upon t h e Cross for

t h e de l ive ra nce from m or a l con ta gion) .
This g re a t cons e cra t e d t a li s m a n

,
ve n e

r a t ed e qua lly by Chr is t ia n
,
by Pa ga n , a nd

by Ma hom e t a n , wa s s t ruck on t h e he a d by
Ma hom e t II . ,

on tha t s a m e da y, Ma y 29th

of 1 4 5 3
,
in which h e m a s t e r e d by s torm

t h i s g lor ious city
, t h e bulwa rk of e a s te rn

Chr is te ndom
,

a nd t h e im m e dia t e riva l of
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h is own Eur ope a n thron e a t Adri a nople .

But m a rk t h e supe rfe t a t ion of om e ns

-e om e n supe rve n ing upon om e n
,
a ugury

e ngra ft e d upon a ugury. T h e hour wa s a

s a d on e for Chris t ia n ity : just 720 ye a r s
be for e th e we s t e rn horn of Isla m h a d be e n
r e but t e d in Fr a nce by th e Ge rm a ns

,
chie fly

unde r Cha r le s Ma r t e l .
But now i t s e e m e d a s though a noth e r

horn
,
e ve n m ore vigorous,wa s pr e pa ring to

a ssa ult Chris t e ndom a nd i t s hope s from th e

e a s t e rn qua r t e r . At this e poch
,
in th e ve ry

hour of t rium ph
,
wh e n th e la st of t h e Cae sa r s

h a d glorifie d h is s t a t ion a nd se a le d h is t e s t i
m ony by m a r tyrdom

,
th e fa na tica l Sult a n,

riding to h is s t ir rups in blood
,
a nd wie lding

th a t iron m a ce which h a d be e n h is sole we a

pon , a s we ll a s cogn iza nce , through th e ba t t le ,
a dva nce d to t h e colum n

,
round which th e

t r iple se rpe n t soa r e d spi ra lly upwa rds . He

sm ot e th e br a z e n t a l ism a n ; h e sha t t e re d
on e he a d ; h e le ft i t m ut il a t e d a s th e

r e cord of h is g r e a t r e volut ion ; but crush
i t
,
de s troy i t, h e did not- a s a sym bol pre ~
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h owe ver unlike ly and in h th
'

e

Se t t le m e n t s; of kingdom s; wh e the r in
'

the
ye a r 185 3 the r e wa s not v e ry ne a r a pproach
m a de to t h e a nn ihila t ion of th e ' powe r of

t h e Mosle m ; a nd wh e the r , subs t a n t ia lly,and
a s prognos t ic of som e thing e lse

,
this wa s not

e ffe ct e d . Pe rha ps in tha t gr e a t wa r which
so n e a r ly ext inguish e d th e roya lty of th e

Turks in . Europe
,
wa s on ly in a ugura t e d t h e

be ginn ing of a n e nd
,

”
a nd th a t th e fa ll

da t e s fror’n t h a t epoch , a s t h e fir st a ct of a
dr a m a

,
t h e ca t a st rophe ofWhich

,
a t

’

no dist
t a nt da t e

’

, is ye t to be r e a lise d .

A Gre e k m onk of 145 3 i s sa id to ha ve"

pr e dict e d t h e e ndura nce of th e Mosle m r ule ;

a t Cons t a n t inople , ; for four hundr ed ye a r s.
It m ay h a ppe n tha t ! the com ple t e displa y of
t his pr e -de not e m e ri t wa s, in th e wa r inTurke y
of 185 3, only ope n ing out : a s t h e ce le s ti a l
sph e r e

,
from th e lum inous ha lf-r ing, sile nt ly

a nd sublim e ly
o disclose s, in to wide r propor

t ion, until i t r e volve s in to th e full .
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A ge ntle m a n
,

'

r e siding in th e nor th of

Engla nd
,
wh o

,
we be lie ve

,
h a d n e ve r . be e n

in London
,
is s ta t e d t o ha ve h a d r e ve a le d

t o h im
,
som e m onths be fore th e e ve n t , t h e

whole circum s t a nce s a ccom pa nying t h e

a s s a ssina tion o f Mr . Pe rciva l, th e Eng lish
Prim e Min is te r, in th e Lobby of t h e House

of Com m on s
,
by Be llingha m

,
in 181 2 . So

im pre sse d
'

wa s this ge n t le m a n byj h is
~dr e a m ,

tha t ,
'

though dissuade d on e ve ry ha nd—w

a lm os t thought m a d— by h is ne ighbours,
a nd ge ne r a lly la ugh e d a t for h is cre duli ty

,

h e s e t out
,
for London

,
with t h e in t e n t ion

of wa rn ing t h e Min ist e r of t h e im m ine n t

pe r il which wa s ha nging ove r h im . Aft e r '

—of cour se
,
wi th such a t a le— va in a t t e m pt s

to ob ta in a cce ss to Mr . Pe rciva l; t h e ge n t le
m a n r e turn e d

,
disappoin t e d, to t h e couh t ry.

’

And
,
in due t im e

,

‘

h e
,
a nd za ll Eng la nd,

we re shocke d by th e in tellige nce tha t ve rifie d
this, h is so m yst e r ious pr e -disclosur e .

Ge orge Ca nn ing a nd Huskisson
, th e

’m i
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n ist e r s, a nd Lord Londonde r ry, whose fa t e s
we r e

,
e a ch

,
ve rv m e la ncholy

,
we r e s a id, in

com pa ny t oge the r
,
in Pa ris

,
som e ye a r s

be for e
,
t o ha ve be e n shown th e circum

st a nce Of th e ir de a ths by som e a de pt whom
the y we r e induce d, in a sudde n fit of dishe
lie ving cur iosi ty

,
t o consul t .

Th e futur e e xa lt e d r a nk of th e Em pr e ss
Jose phin e w a s for e told h e r , whe n a young
gir l

,
in th e house of h e r fa the r , th e pla n t e r ,

in th e We st Indie s, by a n old ne gr e ss ,

skille d in Obi . It wa s sa id tha t h e r fa t e
for e showe d tha t sh e wa s not on ly to be com e

a que e n
,
but

,
of a ll unlike l ihoods , th a t sh e

wa s
, ye t , t o find h e r e nd in a hospit a l.

How sh e be ca m e Em pr e s s Of Fr a nce a ll t h e

wor ld knows . Jos e ph in e die d a t th e .

pa la ce Of Ma lm a ison
,
which— like our own

St . Ja m e s
’— h a d be e n orig ina lly a h os

pit a l .

Lord Ne lson le ft h is fa vourit e r e t re a t,
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Capta in Ha rdy
,
we n t to . the m a s th e a d wi t h

the ir gla s s e s , but could de t e ct no thing .

About a n h our a ft e rwa rds
,
a s igna l-gun

a nnounce d tha t th e e n e m y h ad m a de h is

a ppe a ra nce r e a lly out of port , a s ne a rly a s
pos s ible a t th e t im e tha t ' Ne ls on h a d

a s s e r t e d tha t th e y h a d so done . Bo th
Ca p ta in Ha rdy a nd Dr . Sco t t , Cha pla in
Of th e ship a nd For e ign-Se cr e ta ry to th e

Com m a nde r-in-Chi e f
,
whos e in t im a t e frie nd

Ship h e e njoye d, a ve r tha t , s e ve ra l t im e s

pre vious ly— though a ppe a ra nce s we re a ga inst
i t— h is Lordship h a d de cla re d tha t th e 2 ls t
wa s to be th e day Of ba t tle . All th e world
r e m e m b e r s th e he ro’

s pa r ting fa re we ll to
C a pta in Bla ckwood, of th e E urya lus , a s th e

la t t e r
,
on be ta king him s e lf to h is ship a t th e

com m e nce m e n t Of this m a gnifice n t ba t tle ,
s t e ppe d ove r th e s ide Of th e Adm ira l’s
ve s s e l . As ye t th e Victory, unde r a cloud
of s a il— .wi th s tudding sa ils out on e i th e r
s ide— wa s, in th e light wind , drifting down
s luggishly, but m a je s tica lly, towa rds th e
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dis t a n t, form ida ble e n e m y
— now only s e en

in th e. sh ifting l ight , o r Occa s iona lly los t In

th e s ile n t sm oke s of th e e a rly m orning .

“God bl e ss you,
Bla ckwood !” e xcla im e d

Ne ls on
,
shaking ha nds wi th th e Ca p ta in of

th e E urya lus a s th e la t t e r ling e r e d a ffe ction
a te ly in h is wi th dr awa l -“ I sha ll n e ve r spe a k
t o you a g a in 1

" Twe n ty wa s th e num be r
Of ships for which, in th e clouds Of de a th

, th e

g re a t Adm ira l de cla re d to Ca p ta in Ha rdy, in
h is r e nde ring him s e lf th e SO -s e e m ing will
ing s a crifice

,
h e h a d m ys t e r ious ly “ ba r

ga in e d .

”
And— s tra ng e to s ay l

— twe n ty

wa s e xa ctly th e num be r Of Fre nch a nd

Spa nish m e n-of-wa r which , wh e n, in th e

thunde r Of ba t tle a nd a m ids t th e de a fe n ing
ch e e r s Of th e B ri tish cr ews a t th e dis com fi

ture Of th e e n e m y, Ne lson e xpir e d, h ad
s truck their colours t o th e Eng lish S t .

Ge org e
’
s cros s ! Eve r-l iving a nd glorious

bla z on

O n th e 1 1 th of June
,
181 5

,
th e ga lla nt
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Sir Thom a s Picton
,
Ge n e ra l Of th e fa m ous

Figh ting Fifi —th e infa n try divis ion
which, in th e Pe ninsula ca m pa ign s , on

a ccoun t of i ts g re a t a nd da r ing bra ve ry, h a d
e a rn e d tha t proud a ppe lla t ive

fl e m ba rke d
,

from Eng la nd, to join t h e a rm y, unde r th e

Duke Of W e lling ton , in th e Ne the rla nds .

B e for e s t a r ting , h e e ncoun t e r e d a frie nd,

to whom h e confide d h is pe r sua s ion tha t h e
should n e ve r r e turn .

“ But whe n you a re

told of m y de a th ,
”

s a id h e , “

you will he a r
of a tr e m e ndous day.

’ Picton wa s e vid e n t ly
unde r a pr e -im pr e s s ion ,

n o t only of h is Own

pa r t in t h e s trugg l e a nd Of h is fa t e in i t,

but of th e e ffe ct s Of th e ba t tl e g e n e ra lly. O f

th e fe a rful figh t a t

‘

W a t e rloo
,
th e bra ve

Picton
’

s fa te wa s to supply one Of th e m os t

s triking a nd g ra nd e pisode s .

T h e de a lings of Provide nce a r e ve ry
visible in th e de s t iny of th e gr e a t nor the rn
nove lis t . All th e la oour s

‘

of Sir Wa lt e r
Scot t— all h is unce a sing a tt e nt ion— we r e
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this m a rke t a ble a nd m e rch a n t a ble r e a l wor ld
of our s— ha ve m e l t e d in to th e undying Sple n
dour s

,
a lon e

,
of th a t in t a ngible a nd los t

thing , h is m ind . Me n die
,
a nd le a ve n a m e s

— ligh t ly h e ld a t th e t im e— but wh ich grow
in to suns l Sur e ly th e fa ct s Of t h e ca r e e r Of
Scot t , a nd t h e m e la ncholy s tory oft h e fa m ily
Of

,
e ve n , this m os t e m in e n t a nd prOS

a

pe rons of m e n
,
furn ish a wh olsom e le sson .

Supplying
,
a s i t we r e

,
a sor t ofr e m on s tra n t

quie t ing, not only to t h e cla ss l it e r a ry, but
t o e ve ry cla ss . Be we not

,
inde e d

,
ove r

e ag e r for r e put a t ion or m on e y

Th e ill-fa t e d Am a z on, W e st India m a il

pa cke t , which wa s burn t a t se a , a fe w ye a rs
s ince , m ost of t h e pa sse ng e r s be ing los t ;
a nd th e Bi rke nh e a d, t ra n spor t , which le ft
Engla nd

,
for t h e Ca pe Of Good Hope

,
full

of t roops
,
Wh o

,
in t h e g r e a t e r num be r

,
a s

will be r e m e m be r e d
,
n obly pe r ish e d

,
vic t im s

t o disciplin e
,
e ve n in r a nk

,
on de ck

,
- le ft ,

r e spe ct ive ly, th e por t s Of Southa m pton a nd
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Of Por tsm outh on t h e s a m e day
— a Fr ida y.

T h e sa d fa t e s of both Of th e se gre a t ships
a re we ll known . And a s ingula r circum ~

s ta nce is to be note d a s occurr ing, a ft e r t h e
disa s t e r

, to e a ch
,
a s indica t ive , ye t, Of a

s t ra nge com m ingling a nd cross ing of the ir
fa te s . An English ve sse l of wa r

,
Of t h e

n a m e Of t h e Am a z on
,
the n s a il ing from

Ta ble -Bay to Engla nd, r e turne d, to th e port
from which the y se t out , th e survivors
Of t h e Birkenh e a d a nd som e Of th e e s ca pe d
pa sse ng e rs Of th e Am a zon we r e la nde d a t

Birke nhe a d ne xt Live rpool . Thus n a m e s
,

pla ce s
,
a nd ships h a d a re m a rka ble a nd coin

cide n t conn e ction . T h e prope r Ca pt a in of

t h e Am a z on
,
also

,
wa s s a ve d

,
a s by a n e xt ra

ordina ry in te rpositi on ,

“

by t h e fa ct
,
only

,

tha t
,
t h e da y be for e th e sa iling Of h is sh ip

,

h e wa s s e ize d with too s e rious illn e ss to
a ssum e h e r com m a nd.

Cruising too ne a r t h e shore
,
a t t h e out se t

Of t h e Russ ia n wa r Of 185 4
, th e English
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st e a m -fr iga t e Tig e r , com m a nde d by Ca pt a in
Giffa rd

,
fe ll unde r t h e ba t t e ri e s a t Ode ss a ,

shoa le d
,
a ndwa s de st roye d . Ca p ta in Gifl'

a rd

wa s kille d be ing t h e firs t English ca pt a in
wh o wa s s la in in t h e wa r in th e Bla ck S e a .

Alm os t a t th e s a m e t im e , in t h e Ba l t ic, t h e
Ca pt a in of t h e Le opa rd, a sor t of twin wa r

ve sse l Of t h e Eng lish n a vy na m e d a ft e r t h e

be a st s Of t h e for e s t
,
wa s a ccide n ta lly

drowne d
,
in h is boa t

,
in th e h a rbour of KO

n ig sbe rg , we be lie ve , whe n r e turn ing, in a

rough Se a , from busin e ss on shor e . Wha t
should t h e na m e Of t h e ca pt a in a ppoint e d t o
succe e d in th e com m a nd of t h e Le opa rd be ,

but t h a t ve ry on e of t h e la t e Ca pt a in Of t h e

T ig e r
p— Giffa rd . Thus T ig e r a nd Le opa rd

yie lde d
, t h e on e in th e south , t h e o the r in t h e

n or th, t h e firs t English ca pt a i n to fa ll in
tha t t e rrible wa r . And in th e pe r son s of

the ir capt a in s , couple d (br a cke t e d, a s i t

we r e
,) in t h e sa m e viole n t fa t e s

,
we r e t h e

a ssocia t ions of. th e two ships— Le opa rd a nd

Tig e r
— st r a nge ly a nd ye t Sim ila rly in t e r
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not be m ore fre que n tly e ffe ctua l. Inde e d,
the y only s e e m to be thrown out , a s s igna ls ,
to thos e wh o— by the ir g ift— a re com pe t e n t
to

'

r e a d the m , a nd s e r iously im pr e s s e d
e nough, by the ir e xpe rie nce , to profit hyth e m .

T h e da y a ft e r th e Ne a polit a n e xile s, wh o
a r r ive d in London in Ma rch

,
a ft e r

ye a r s Of confin e m e n t in th e King of Na ple s’

dung e ons with e ve ry conce iva ble crue lty,
s a ile d, unde r gua rd, in a Ne a poli t a n fr ig a t e ,
t o be put on boa rd a n Am e r ica n ve s s e l for
t h e Uni t e d St a t e s

,
from which Ship t h e v

r e scue d the m se lve s -th e ve ry da y a ft e r

t h e force d e xpa t r ia t ion Of the se unfor tun a t e

g e n t le m e n
, the r e a ccide n t a lly e n t e r e d t h e

h a rbour Of Na ple s a Un it e d S t a t e s ship
from th e ve ry country t o wh ich the y we r e
b a n ishe d— a nd be a ring ba ck om inously th e
ve ry na m e

,
to t h e Ne a poli ta n King, Of th e

chie f a m ong the m — Poe rio . W
r

e quot e on

th e a uth ori ty of th e T im e s n e wspa pe r .
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Lord Byron quit te d Le ghorn , on h is la st

j ourne y in to Gr e e ce
,
on a Fr ida y ; a day

r e spe ct ing which h e h a d a lwa ys e nt e r t a in e d
a pre judice . Outs ide of th e ha rbour h e
e ncoun t e r e d ve ry s torm y we a the r , a nd h e

wa s force d to put ba ck . He ca m e a shore
a nd r e turn e d t o h is p a la ce , which, in th e
sup e r s t it ious vi e w a s to t h e ill-om e n a lwa ys
a ccom pa nying re turns

,
h e should

,
Of a ll

things
,
ha ve a voide d. He wa s s a id to h a ve

be e n se e n in London wa lking . down Pa ll
Ma ll

,
a t t h e ve ry t im e of h is la m e n t e d

de ce a s e in M is solonghi ; a nd t h e se e r
,
a n

Old frie nd
,
could ha rdly be persua de d of h is

e rror .

— T h e a ppa r i t ion ofSh e lle y, a few da ys
be for e h is de a th

,
by t h e upse t t ing Of h is

boa t , in a sudde n squa ll
,
on t h e It a lia n

coa s t
,
is s ta t e d to ha ve be e n s e e n by se ve r a l

Of h is , fri e nds wh o we r e s e a t e d
,
in th e ope n

a i r
,
a ft e r dinne r , a s com ing out of a wood

a t a shor t dis t a nce from the m . Two a re

d e cla r e d to ha ve be e n SO pr eposscs sed m i th
t h e re a lity ofwha t the y witne ss e d— a lthough
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th e y kn e w i t to be im possible - a s to ha ve
ca lle d a ft e r h im . TO which

,
howe ve r

,
h e

s e e m e d to pay no a t t e n t ion .

Th e la t e Duke Of We lling ton wa s e spe
ci a lly curious a nd pa r t icula r a s to h is col

le ct ion Of por tr a i ts of t h e Lords W a rde n
which

,
a s fa r a s possibl e

,
in unbroke n suc

ce ssion
,
down to tha t ofhim s e lf

,
wa s pre se rve d

upon th e wa lls Of th e Duke ’s pr iva t e ga lle ry
in Wa lm e r Ca st le . A ve ry shor t while
be fore h is de a th

,
in Se pt e m be r , 185 2, t h e

Gra nd Duche ss Augus t a Of Me ckle nburg
S t re litz ,with h e r husba nd , t h e Gr a nd Duke ,
In the ir r e turn hom e to G e rm a ny

,
from a

br ie f vis it to Que e n Victor ia a t Buckingha m
Pa la ce

,
pa use d

,
for a da y’ s s ta y, wi th t h e

Duke of We llington, a t Wa lm e r . On h e r

fa r e we ll , th e Gra nd Duche ss a ske d of th e

Duke Of We llington t h e l a s t fa vour Of h is
pictur e , a nd sh e e nquir e d “which

,
of a ll

h is num e rous por tr a i ts , h e r e ckon e d th e

m ost like ? ” “This is t h e only one
,

”
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him se lf. In th e Rom a n vie w Of a ugury, th e
a bove wa s a too s ignifica n t a c t .

Wha t conn e ct ion ca n
,
e ve n

,
t h e fa ncy Of

th e m ys t e r ious g a th e r be twe e n t h e two fol

lowing , a ppa r e n t ly, m e r e ly coincide n t , a nd,
ye t , r e m a rka ble fa ct s ? T h e firs t Office r:
wh o fe ll in t h e l a s t be fo r e th e r e ce n t (185 4)
Br i t ish Ba l t ic e xpe di t ion— tha t

,
n a m e ly

,

unde r Sir Hyde Pa rk e r , in 180 1 - wa s

n a m e d Ca rr ing ton . T h e fir s t Office r
,
i t wil l

be r e m e m be r e d
,

'

wh o fe ll
,
in th e Ba l t ic

,
in

t ha t unprom is ing a nd im poli tic wa r with
t h e Em pe ror Nicho la s of Rus s ia wh ich wa s
t e rm in a t e d by t h e pe a ce Of 185 6

,
wa s

Lie ut e n a n t Ca r r ing ton : wh o
,
in a hos tile

r a id on t h e Ba l t ic coa s t s , wa s Shot , in t h e
br e a s t , in th e m e n -Of-W a r

’

s boa t s wh ich we r e
de spa tch e d to a frui tle s s a t t a ck on t h e lit t le
t own ofG a m la C a rle by in th e Gulf of Bot h
n ia . Both be long e d to a fa m ily of C a r

ring tons wh o, in t h e m ilit a ry, n a va l, or othe r
de pa r tm e n t s

,
h a ve long s e rve d the ir coun try.
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Som e Of th e a bove ins ta nce s will go a ve ry
long way in proving th a t , not only is t h e
t e rm coincide nce which is con t inua lly so
loose ly us e d—ve ry lit tle unde rs tood

,
but

tha t
,
in t h e whole r a ng e of subj ect s which

is m a rke d-up by t h e word, the r e is a gr e a t
de a l m or e tha n i s suppos e d .

’

Y e s
,
a nd a

gr e a t de a l m ore of th e sup e rna tur a l
,
tha n

,
in

t h e m od e rn s e lf-c once i t Of our own judg
m e n ts

,
we choos e— or think i t s a fe — to a llow.

Of a ll t h e pa r ts of th e m a gn ifice n t p a la ce
de s ign e d by Inig o Jone s for th e Firs t Cha rl e s ,
co m pris ing s ix squa re s of building , e a ch a s

l a rg e , a s s t riking , a nd a s noble a s th e r e m a in

ing Ba nque t ting Hous e a t Whi te ha ll , a nd th e
whol e e nclo s ing cour t s Of s t a t e ly dim e n s ion s

,

tha t por t ion ,
only, wa s e r e c t e d which, on t h e

cold 30 th O fJa nua ry, 1 648, s e r ve d a s th e sor t
ofking ly s ton e -ba ckg round be for e which wa s
ra is e d th e re publica n sca ffold a nd throug h
a window Ofwhich s t e ppe d out t h e in t e nde d
roya l-builde r a nd occupa n t h im s e lf— th e
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de pos e d, a nd the n to-be -b e h e a de d, King !
Th e firs t blood she d in th e unha ppy C ivil
Wa r Of which th e s laying of th e King wa s
th e fe a rful consum m a tion , fe ll,be fore this ve ry
building , in a pe tty squabble be twe e n a crowd
of citiz e ns a nd s om e of th e gua rds Of th e
king on th e occa s ion of th e pre s e n t a t ion of a

p e tit ion, whe n a m a n wa s unin t e n tiona lly
kille d . And t h e la s t liba t ion— a s th e a n

ci e n t s would e xpr e s s it— Of blood wa s poure d
out

,
a s th e a ppe a sing s a crifice , in . the de ca pi

t a t ion of Cha r le s on th e ve ry s a m e spo t
,

e xa ctly e igh t ye a rs a ft e rwa rds .

Nor— s tra ng e to say
— a r e the re wa n ting ,

a t th is m om e n t , pre figura t ion s Of g re a t

e ve n ts— ve ry e x tra ordina ry e ve n ts— s oon , a s

int im a t e d
,
to a rrive in th e future his tory of

this ins ta n t a nd pre s e n t ha ppy r e ign . Al ike
a s in th e p a s t cours e of his tory— wa rn ing
s ig ns upon th e clouds wh ich e nshroud th e

futur e— a re the re toke ns a nd illum ina tion of

oncom ing thing s in th e towa rds-us-sp e e ding
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t h e holie s t a nd th e b e s t Of r e a son s— is
a llowe d .

We will no fa r th e r— b e ca us e we do n ot

think i t prope r— e nligh t e n t h e curious a s to

wha t ce r ta in con t e m pora n e ous t oke n s , in our

judg m e n t
,
sp e a k a s be ing in our English

future .

But we think we could !
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CHAPTER VIII .

Th e e le ctr ic n e twork of n a tur e Sym pa th y
'a nd a n

t ipa th y. S tr a ng e phys iolog ica l fa ct s . T r a n ce a nd

e cs ta sy. Sum m a ry.

O UR book is one profe s s e dly to tra nsce nd
out of th e re a l int o t h e ide a l . Th e t a sk
which we ha ve s e t ours e lve s , i s to m ake it
im pos s ible for m e n to con tra dict m ira cl e . In

our pr e ce ding ch a p t e r s
,
a nd down t o this

poin t
,
we ha ve s upplie d a s t ra ng e va rie ty of

a ccoun ts ofth e m a rve llous , de a ling with fa cts ,
a nd suppor t e d by th e t e s tim ony Of n a m e s .

W e h a ve b e e n fa m ilia r a m ids t fa m ilia r s ce n e s .

W e ha ve spre a d, a s i t we re , t h e ba s e ; we
ha ve pie ce d tog e th e r, a s i t we re

,
th a t flo or,

upon which
,
in th e a ft e r pa r t of our book, we

propos e to r a is e th e s truc ture of th e on e
,

suppos e d, unive rs a l re l ig ion . Tha t to which
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th e r e a l is ts , in the ir va rious fa shions , r e a ch .

Ifyou would conque r a n e ne m y, you m us t

m ake your s e lf m a s t e r of h is we a pons . And

va nqui sh h im with the m .

But we , now,
le a ve th e fa ct s— de sce nding ,

howe ve r
,

occa s ion a lly in to the m — Of this
m e r e m a n

’
s world . And, in our ne ce s s a ry

tra nsce nd ing ( to de pos e this idol HUMAN
REASON, which figh t s a g a ins t r e lig ion , from

i t s usurpe d pe de st a l) in our prope r r is ing
pa s t phys ics in to tha t unknown thing be yond,
suppor ting phys ics , a nd out of th e laws of
t h e int e llig e nce in to tha t unive r s a l s om e thing
upon which

,
a s i t we re , t h e cong re g a t e m ind

powe r s a r e p a int ed
— from th e s t a nd-poin t

Of th e r e a l, we s ay, we s e t our le ve r unde r
tha t which , by wide ning , we propos e to lift .
SO long a s m e n sha ll h a ve hum a n -re a son in

the ir fa vour, i t is suppo s e d tha t the y m us t be

a ll r igh t . But s om e s e ct ion s following a re

de vo t e d— a pa rt from th e ir illus t ra tion— to th e

showing tha t this thing hum a n-r e a s on i s

m isunde rs tood.

“ Tha t i t ca n be ta ke n to
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of th e lit tl e th e a t re in wh ich th e spir it— th e

ve r i ta ble m a n— a c t s h is p a r t , a nd upon which
h e i s e ve r e xe rcis ing th e a e s th e tic powe r
which com e s to h im from a high e r s ource .

T h e whol e n e rvous sys t e m , a nd th e br a in
wi th it s va rious cha m be r s of im a g e ry , m ake
up th e s ta t e in which th e m a n -spiri t dwe lls ;
a nd h e h a s fr e e a cce s s to e ve ry pa r t

,
so tha t

a t ple a sure h e m ay look out of th e e ye s ,
lis t e n in th e la byrin th of th e e a rs , a nd s e e k
h is ple a sure in a thous a nd wa ys in o the r
pa r t s of

‘

h is dom in ion s : Th e r e a l m a n i s

a lre a dy pre s e n t in e t e rni ty, a nd only h is
m a t e r ia l body in t im e . His pre rog a tive is to
cre a t e . Im a gina tions , though ts , ide a s , a nd
e ve n s e ns a t ion s , a r e h is foot s t e ps . Ligh t
fla she s a nd fir e g lows wh e r e h e tr e a ds a long
th e e le ctric n e two rk ofth e m a rve llous hum a n

sys t e m . In th e pr e s e nce of th e m a n , th e

in t e llig e n t sove r e ign of a ll this be a utiful
fra m ework

,
th e s e n sua l im a g e s , th e im pre s

s ion s a nd a ffe ctions borrowe d from n a ture ,

fa ll in to court'ie r-like ra nks , a nd subm it the m ~
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s e lve s to h is m a g ic sce ptre . Som e th ing like
th is is e xpre s s e d in th e dra m a t ic sym bol of
E s a u a nd Ja cob , Ge n . xxxiii . : ‘The n th e

ha ndm a ide n s ca m e n e a r, th e y a nd th e ir
childre n , a nd th e y bowe d the m s e lve s . And

L e a h a lso wi th h e r ch ildre n ca m e n e a r a nd

bowe d the m s e lve s : a nd a ft e r ca m e Jos e ph
n e a r a nd Ra che l

,
a nd the y bowe d the m

s e lve s .

’

“Ofsym pa thy a nd a n t ipa thy we m ays aytha t
this subj e ct is m ore oft e n t re a t e d poe t ica lly
tha n tra ce d to i t s ca us e s by th e philo sophe r .

Y e t the re ca n be no doubt tha t sym p a thy is
due to a corr e sponde nce of org a n iz a tion , a nd

a ntipa thy to th e con tra ry . I t would e ve n
s e e m tha t n a ture a s a whole con ta ins th e

s a m e spirit, ditfus e d through a ll i t s pa r ts
,

a nd bre a thing fre e ly in i ts l iving wa t e rs ,

tre e s
,
a nd flowe rs

,
tha t is a lso com pr e s s e d

a nd hidde n in th e m icrocos m of e ve ry m or ta l
b e ing . T h e soft e s t bre a thing of th is unive rs a l

spiri t m ov e s th e he a r t wi th a s m uch m a g ic

pote ncy a s th e wilde s t rush of th e winds
,
for
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th e coun te rpa r t of e ve ry pa s s ion to wh ich
m a n i s subj e ct

'

dwe lls in th e bo som of h is

m o th e r n a ture . He r s m ile s a re a s h is joys ;
h e r clouds a nd r a in s a s h is s orrows ; a nd h e r :

m oun ta in h e igh t s, crown e d wi th wood, o r

towe r ing up ba re a nd rugg e d into th e
'

cle a r
sky, a r e a s h is subl im e a spira t ion s . T h e

sha dows of e ve n ing , soft e ning th e r e fl e ction
of th e wood s a nd hills in th e s t ill wa t e rs , a re
a s th e e m bl e m a tic pic tur e s of h is quie t
though ts ; a nd, while h e m us e s

,
th e s a m e

m e la ncholy a nd subdue d s e ns e of ha ppin e s s
s e e m s to un i te th e s oul of na ture a nd m a n in

a m utua l ca lm .

This s e n s ibili ty is no t im a gina ry . Pa ra
ce lsus h a s a n obs e rva t ion full of m e a ning .

‘In dre a m s
,

’
h e s ays , ‘

a m a n is like t h e

pla n ts .

’

By inve rs ion , th e r e for e , m ay we

no t s ay th e pla n ts a nd flowe r s a r e like m en

in dr e a m s ? Na ture is no m or e to be

r e g a rde d a s a n e m pty s e pulchre
,
tha n th e

org a niz a t ion
'

of th e

’

hum a n body, which is
th e peculia r dwe lling a nd ins trum e n t of th e
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Swe de nborg : ‘Eve rything in n a tur e and

t h e wor ld is produce d by th e influx a nd

pre s ence of th e thing s of th e h e a ve nlyworld.

’

I n fin e , i t i s t his m ag ica l re la tionship tha t
th e He brews sough t to e xpr e s s in the ir t e n
fold S e phiro th, :wh e re we s e e e t e rn i ty re pre
s e n t e d unde r be a uty, be auty unde r m e rcy,
m e rcy unde r s tr e ng th, a nd s t r e ng th unde r
unde r s ta nding . I t i s t h e poe t’ s s e cre t, a nd

th e philosophe r ’s de spa ir .

”

Milling e n , i n h is work on
‘T h e Pa s

s ion s
,

’

h a s th rown out such hin t s on sym

pa thy a nd a n tipa thy a s org a niz a tion a fl
'

ords

a nd h e h a s a xnot e on th e s e n s ibili ty of

pla n ts , which Th e tra ce s to a n e xce s s of irri

t abili ty. H e disce rns th e law of a t tra ction

a nd r e puls ion likewis e , a nd re m a rks on i ts

e x t e ns ion to th e a ffe ctions .
.Wha t ca n be

m or e re m a rka ble tha n th is In th e h os

pita l Of th e blind in :Pa ris , ca lle d ‘Le s

Quinz e -vingt,
’
the r e wa s t a pe ns ion e r, wh o

by th e touch of a wom a n
’
s ha nds a nd n a ils,

and the ir Odour, could infa llibly a sse rt if sh e



THE OUTSIDE WORLD . 267

we re a virg in : s e ve ra l t ricks we re pla ye d
upon h im , a nd we dding -ring s put on t h e

fing e r s of young g irls , but h e n e ve r wa s a t
faul t . ” He h im s e lf, h e s ays , “ kn ew a young
m a n, born blind, wh o, on fe e ling a la dy’s
h a nd a nd h e a ring h e r spe a k

,
could inva r ia bly

pronounce wh e th e r sh e wa s ha ndsom e or

not .
”
(P . But m ore to our pre s e n t

purpos e is th e following e x tra ct from th e

s a m e pa g e s
“ Our a n tipa thie s a nd sym pa thie s a r e

m ost una ccoun ta ble m a nife sta tions of our

n e rvous im pre s s iona bili ty affe cting our judg
m e n t

,
a nd uncon trollable by wi ll or r e a son .

C e r ta in a n tipa thi e s se e m
l
to de pe nd upon

a pe culia ri ty Of t h e se ns e s . T h e horror
Ji nspire d by th e Odour of ce r ta in flowe r s m ay
th e r e fe rr e d to this ca us e— a n a n tipa thy so

powe rful a s to r e a lis e th e po e tic a llus ion to
‘Die of a rosa in a rom ‘

a t ic pa in .

’

For Am a tus Lusi tana s r e la t e s t h e ca s e of

a . m onk wh o fa inte d .whe n h e be he ld a rose ,

a nd .ne ve r ,qui t ted h is ce llwhile t ha t fl owe r
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wa s bloom ing . O rfila (a le s s que s tion able
a uthority) g ive s th e a ccoun t of th e pa in t e r
Vince n t, wh o wa s s e ize d wi th viole n t ve rt igo,
a nd swoon e d, whe n the re we re ros e s in th e

r oom . Vol ta ire g ive s th e his tory of a n office r

wh o wa s thrown in to convuls ions a nd los t h is
s e ns e s by ha ving pinks in h is cha m be r.
O rfila a lso r e la te s th e ins ta nce of a la dy, of

forty-s ix ye a rs of a g e , of a ha le con s ti tut ion,

wh o could n e ve r be pre s e n t wh e n a de coction
of lin s e e d wa s pr e pa ring , be ing trouble d in
th e cours e Of a fe w m inut e s with a g e n e ra l

swe lling of th e fa ce
,
followe d by fa in ting a nd

a los s ofth e in te lle ctua l fa cultie s , which sym p

tom s con tinue d for four-a nd-twe n ty hour s .

Mon ta igne r e m a rks on this subj e ct
,
tha t th e re

we re m e n wh o dr e a de d a n a pple m ore tha n
a ca nnon-ba ll . Zim m e rm a n tel ls us of a

la dy wh o could not e ndure th e fe e ling of silk
a nd s a tin

,
a nd shudde re d whe n sh e touche d

th e ve lve ty skin of a pe a ch o the r la die s
ca nnot be a r th e fe e l of fur . Boyle records
th e ca s e Of a m a n wh o e xpe rie nce d a na tu
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turns ch e e sy, a nd th e child is so di sgus t e d

with th e fla vour, tha t th e a ve rsion r e m a in s

during its whole life tim e .

”

(Vol. ii . , p .

Sym pa thie s, tha t ca nno t be -

gr a t i
~

tie d
,
be com e long ing s,‘ ofte n ungove rna ble .

Inst a nce s of this k ind a r e ge n e r a lly ci ted
unde r th e h e a d ofde pr a ve d appe t i t e .

” We

s e e chlorot ic gir ls a nd pr e gna n t wom e n

e a t ing cha lk, cha rcoa l, t a r, spide rs ;— n a y, th e

m o st disgust ing subst a nce s . A. wom a n
,
a t

Ande rn a ch on th e Rh ine , is sa id to ha ve
longe d for h e r husba nd

,
a nd t o ha ve m ur .

de r e d a nd a te h im . If the se s t ra ng e de m on

s t ra t ions a r e thought r e m a rka ble in r e a son

a ble be ings, wha t sha ll we sa y of Va n H e l

m on t
’
s a sse ve r a t ion , tha t be e r fe rm e n t s whe n

t h e hops a nd ba rle y a r e in bloom
,
a nd tha t

win e is a gita t e d, in th e spr ing , whe n th e

vine be gins to blossom ? T h e s a m e wri t e r

m e n t ions a n e nvia ble h e rb
,
t h e prope r t ie s of

which, only to h e a r m e nt ione d, m us t che e r
t h e h e a r t of m a ny a wo e -be gon e love r
‘Wa rm i t whilst thou crush e st i t in thy
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h a nd ; the n t a ke th e ha nd of a nothe r, a nd

hold it till i t is wa rm ,
a nd this pe rson wi ll

ha ve a gr e a t liking for th e e for se ve r a l da ys . ’

But th e m os t wonde rful ca se s of sym

pa thy
,
in n a ture

,
a r e those by which we

sha ll be n a tura lly le d to th e cons ide ra t ion of

sym pa th e t ic cur e s . Th e popula r supe r stit ion
of th e child’s ca ul is so we ll known t ha t we
ne e d but m e n t ion it in this pla ce . Doe s th e

old prove rb a bout swa llowing a ha ir of th e
dog which h a s h it you,

”
m e a n tha t, for cure ,

you should, re a lly, pa rt a ke of th e ve ry thing
Which h a s wrought you m ischie f ?
Tha t e xt e nde d

,
e ncircling twilight-wor ld

which e ve rywh e r e would s e e m a s th e pe num

br a Of th e full l ight , a nd of th e ce ntr a l sun
of t h e he a lthy hum a n m ind (in which
othe r things th a n close t hings a r e dim m e d) ,
h a s be e n

,
by philosophe rs

,
fa in tly ca ugh t

a n ide a of
,
a s not only th e conque ror of

th e poss ibili ty of cha nce to m a n (a s con

t a ining e ve rything to ha ppe n to h im ) , but
a lso as a dawn in . which e ve rything is, but
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only not ye t a rr ive d a t . T h e futur e lifting
from Off us a s th e da rkn e ss of t h e n ight ,
a nd l e a ving us Obj e ct s .
Ar e th e dying a lwa ys cla irvoya n t ? T h e

r e a de r of th e Ilia d is a wa re h ow t h e poe t
h a s m a de h is e xpiring he roe s ut t e r pr e dic
t ions a ga in st the ir e n e m ie s . T h e sa m e

thing is com m on to t h e poe try a nd rom a nce
-a nd

,
we m ay a dd, th e history— of othe r

n a tions . It is a pa rt of th e t ruth of n a

ture to which Sh a kspe a re wa s so se n si

t ive ly a live . T h e pa tri a r chs of Scr ipture
,

likewise
,
ut t e r pre dict ions on the ir de a th

be d. Enn e m ose r h a s a few words on this
subj e ct . Whe n C a la nus a sce nde d t h e

burning fun e ra l pile
,
a nd Ale xa nde r a ske d

h im if h e we r e in n e e d of a nything
,
h e

r e pli e d
,

“ Nothing . T h e day a ft e r t o

m orrow I sha ll s e e you ; which wa s ve r i
fie d by subse que n t e ve n t s . Posidon ius
m e nt ions a dying Rhodia n wh o na m e d s ix

pe rsons, on e a ft e r th e othe r , in th e orde r in
which the y we r e to die . Pluta rch dra ws
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p . 21 7) sugge s ts tha t th e dying som e t im e s

go off in a kind of m a gn e t ic tr a nce . This
is unque st ion a ble ; but, for som e t im e s, we

should be incline d to r e a d a lwa ys , though
t h e signs m ay not be outwa rdly vis ible .

T h e g a s e s a nd va pours by which t h e

pr ie s ts of Old be ca m e e xt a t ic
,
or which

we r e use d upon th e or a cle s
,
m a y be cla sse d

a m ong th e n a rcotics . T h e m ost viole n t
convulsion s we r e e ve n the n conne c te d with
som n a m bulism , a s in th e ca se of th e Prie s t
e ss of Apollo, a t De lphi . Ince n s e

,
a nd

th e be wilde r ing da nce s of th e Turkish de r
vish e s

,
a lso produce dizzin e ss a nd prophe t ic

visions
,
s im ila r to those Obse rve d in th e

pr ie s t s of a nt iquity— in th e Sa ba ism of t h e

Ca n a a n it e s, in t h e se rvice of Ba a l, in th e

India n Schiwa a nd Ka li, in t h e Phoe nicia n
Moloch

,
in th e Ba ccha na lia n fe st iva ls of

th e Gr e eks a nd Rom ans, a nd, a t th e pre .

se n t . da y, a m ong th e La pps and Finns .

T h e high e s t ste p , in th e sys te m of visions ,
is e xta sy-n -a re m ova l from th e world of th e
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s e ns e s, 80 tha t th e subj e ct of th e visions
re m a ins in a pure ly in te rna l world, m os tly
wi thout e xt e rna l pa r ticipa tion . A ce rta in
n a tura l disposi tion is ne ce s s a ry to th e highe r
s ta t e of exta sy ; but i t m ay be produce d by
outwa rd a nd a r tificial m e a ns . Pe rsons of

gr e a t im a gina tion
,
with a n e xci ta ble n e rvous

sys te m a nd of im pr e s s ible t e m pe ra m e n t, a nd

pa r ticula rly thos e of a r e lig ious tur n of m ind,
a re e spe cia lly incline d to n a tur a l e x ta sy.

Poe ts a nd a r tis ts , a s we ll a s e nthus ia s ts wh o
a re sunk in re lig ious con te m pla t ion s , a re

oft e n thrown in to a n e x ta tic s ta t e by ve ry
s ligh t caus e s . Thos e ide a s which floa t so

cons ta n tly a round the m form the ir wor ld of

th e spirit ; a nd, on th e contra ry, th e r e alworld
is , to the m , but a fie ld on which th e invisible
ide a s a r e r e fle ct e d, or the y ca r ry i t s im pr e s
s ions, with the m , to th e re a lm s of th e m ind .

Poe ts a nd a r tis ts , the re fore , ofte n pos s e s s, in
com m on with thos e pe rson s whoa re na tura lly
incline d to a bnorm a l convuls ions

,
a n e a sily
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e xcite d te m pe ra m e n t . For in th e inne r
rece s s e s of th e m ind,” sa ys Cice ro, is

dIvm e prophe cy hidde n a nd confine d
,
a s th e

s e n]
,
wi thout re fe re nce to the body, m ay be

m ove d by a divin e im puls e .

” Wi thout this
e xta sy, D e m ocritus m a in ta ins

,

“ the re ca n

be no poe t in which Pla to a lso a g re e s . It

wa s thus tha t t h e pa int e r Ang e lico da Fie sole
ofte n fe ll in to e x ta tic s ta t e s while pa in ting
a nd h a d in the m ide a l vis ions . Micha e l
Ang e lo says Of a picture pa in te d by h im ,

tha t “No m a n could ha ve cr e a t e d such a

p ictur e wi thout h a ving s e e n th e orig ina l .
”

(GOrr e s Mys t ic.
,
i . ,

If th e conclus ions a lre a dy a rrive d a t r e s t

upon a firm founda tion , a nd, a s i t a ppe a r s to
“

us , the y a r e indisputable , we m ayconclude a s
.

follows
1 . Tha t the re is a n unive rs a l conn e c tion

in na ture , a nd a m utua l r e ciprocity in sym

pa the tica l a nd a n ti-pa the tica l con tra s ts , but

Which ca nnot be pe rce ive d by th e
'

waking
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t ire ly e ra dica te , root a nd bra nch , th e pr e s e n
tim e n ts, s e ns a tions , a nd convict ions offirm ly
founde d fa i th or supe rs tition or to bo lt a nd
ba r so s e cure ly a ll ca s tle s

,
rum s , a nd C lois t e rs ,

tha t ghos t s a nd a ppa ri t ion s sha ll not s t ill
,
a s

be for e
,
ta ke up the ir a bode the re .

7. Tha t a lso dogm a t ic be li e f will a s lit tle
be a ble to e xorcis e ghos t s , or ba n ish e vil
spirit s , which trouble th e bra in , a s vis ion s,
a nd lurk in th e da rk corne rs of th e m ind.

8 . La s tly, tha t in s cie nce no thing ye t is
ce r ta in, or fixe d, re spe cting n a ture a nd spirit ,
th e soul or body, or th e pos s ibility; or pro
ha bi lity, ofr e ciproca l influe nce s .

D ie s di e i e ruct a t ve rbum , e t nox nocti

indica t scie n t ia m .

”

(P s . xviii .
True m a g ic lie s in th e m os t s e cr e t a nd

inm os t powe rs of th e m ind . O ur spiritua l
n a ture is s t ill , a s i t we re , ba rr e d wi thin us .

All spiritua l wonde rs
,
in th e e nd, b e com e

but wonde rs of our own m inds .

In m a gn e tism lie s th e key to unlock the

futur e scie nce of m a gic, to fe r tilize th e
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growing g e rm s in cul tiva t e d fie lds of know
le dge , a nd re ve a l th e wonde r s of th e cre a tive

Magic is a gr e a t , s e cre t
,

sudde n , a nd

disbe lie ve d-in , wisdom (out of this world,
a nd its oppos it e ) . R e a son is a gr e a t , public,
re lie d-on m is ta ke (in this world, a nd th e

sa m e wi th it
,
in i ts , by

-m a n
,
a cce p t e d ope ra .

tions) . T h e one tr e a ds down , a nd de s troys
th e world . Th e o th e r springs wi th i t , a nd
m ake s i t . t Th e r e for e is one th e wor ldlily
W e a nd be lie ve d, s ince m a n m a ke s him s e lf
in it , a nd grows, in to h is be ing , in i t . And

th e re fo re is th e o th e r , in th e wor ld-judg
m e n t

,
fa ls e a nd a li e

,
a nd a juggle , s ince

m a n is con tra dicte d in it . So s a vs Pa ra
ce l sus .

“ Th e ph ilos ophy of th e Orie n ta ls wa s

in tim a t e ly conne ct e d wi th the ir r e l igious
ide a s— or ra the r th e the osophy of th e ir s a ge s .

T h e Pa rs e e is m , th e th e orie s of th e Ze rm a n e
Ake rm e , tha t is , of God be fore th e divis ion
in to th e two principle s, Orm uzd a nd Abr i
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m a n ; th e theorie s Of th e s e ve n Am sch a s

pa nds ; of th e Iz e ds a nd Fe rve rs ; a nd,

la s tly, Of th e s truggle be twe e n th e two pri

m a ry e le m e n ts , th e good a nd th e e vil, a nd
Of th e victory Of th e good, con ta in so m uch
tha t is true a nd nobl e , tha t th e Old She m i tic
spiri t r e a ppe a rs e ve rywhe re . Y e t a ll this is
but , a n alle gor ica l r e pre s e n ta t ion , a nd e ve n
fa r \ from th e p e rfe ction to which i t wa s

ca rrie d a m ong th e Gre e ks , a nd the r e fore
fa rthe r r e m ove d from a pe rfe ct spi ri tua lity.
In th e s a m e m a nne r, th e doctrine s of F0

,
or

th e Buddhism in India , in Thibe t, in Ja pa n,
a nd pa r tly a lso in China

,
a re not wa n ting in

a spe cie s Of e le va tion Of Thus
writ e s Enn e m os e r conce rning th e philosophy
Of th e Or ie n ta ls .
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n a tur ally brillia n t philosophy of th e r e vive d
Rosicrucia n s Such a s th e Ma g i we r e Of

Old
,
would t h e di sciple s Of Pa r a ce lsus be

a m ong t h e m ode m s . T h e purpose Of the se
fra g m e n t s will be discove r e d in our a ft e r a

the or ie s . The y a r e a s g e m s to t h e n e ckla ce
Of t h e philosophica l, long

s buri e d s t a tue .

Tha t which we would
,
a n ew

,
se t up.

F ir e wa s r e ga rde d a s th e h ighe st a ctive
a nd e la s t ic e le m e n t , on e in e sse nce

, though
m a n ife st e d in thr e e g e n e r a l spe ci e s— ce le s
t ia l; subt e rr a n e ous, a nd culina ry . It wa s th e

ca use of a ll m ot ion , conse que n t ly of a ll

m uta t ion or ch a ng e in n a tur e . I t s uni

ve rs a l ce n t re wa s r e ga rde d in th e he a ve n s
- its loca l in t h e e a r th ; i t wa s t h e prin

ciple Of a ll ge n e r a t ion , a nd th e fount a in or

pr im a l source Of a ll form s— in it se lf bound
l e ss a nd inscruta ble . By thi s e le m e n t the re
wa s a n unbroke n conn e ction from firs t t o
la s t . (Se e th e Cha lde a n O r a cle s of Zoro
a st e r

,
in Cory ’s ‘Colle ct ion Of Ancie nt

Fr a gm e n t s .

’
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Air
,
th e n e xt a ct ive e le m e n ta ry body,

wa s suppose d to hold in it se lf t h e subs ta n

ti a l principl e s Of a ll n a tur al things ; for
e ve n th e sa lt s

,
s tone s

,
a nd m e t a ls a r e

r e solva ble
‘

in to va pours . It wa s r e g a rde d
a s t h e ce m e n t a nd un ive r sa l bond of n a tur e .

I t m ust be unde rstood, howe ve r, n ot a s

com m on a ir
,
but a pur e e th e r

,
which is th e

principle Of i t . We se e th e a ct ion Of the se
e le m e n t s

,
in the ir lowe st form ,

whe n a fire

i s kindle d
,
for the n a wonde rful m o t ion

com m e nce s— light issue s on a ll side s from
th e fir e , a nd a n ince ssa n t curr e n t Of a ir

flows towa rds it . Th e e le m e n t a ry a ir is

p e rha ps t h e “
un ive rsa l wor ld-spiri t " Of

Ba pti s ta Por ta
,
for “ t h e or a cle s a sse r t th a t

th e im pr e ssion of cha r a ct e r s a nd of othe r
divin e vi sion s a ppe a r in t h e e the r . (Sim p .

in Phys
,
144, Ta ylor

'

s Tr a n sla t ion .)
Wa t e r

, th e third a ct ive e le m e n t , wa s

he ld to be th e m e n struum of a ll thing s ; like
th e form e r

,
it is not to be unde rs tood

a ccording to th e vulga r a ppr e he nsion
,
but
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in i t s pur e form . We r e a d in Ge ne sis Of
th e wa t e rs a bove th e fir m a m e nt

,
a s we ll a s

unde r th e firm a m e n t . It form s th e curr e n t

or s tr e a m in which m a t e ri a l pa r t icl e s m a y

be unde rs tood to swim . Mois tur e is a

sym bol of li fe . (Proclus in T im
, 318,

Ta ylor ’s Tr a n sla t ion . )
E a r th

,
t h e four th e le m e n t, is th e pa ssive ,

a nd fixe d in wha t e ve r subj e ct— a nim a l ,
ve ge t a ble , or m ine r a l . It is t h e wom b in
which th e vir tue s Of th e othe r e le m e n ts

ope ra t e
,
a nd is th e fina l r e ce pt ivi ty of a ll

t h e inflde nce s Of th e he a ve nly bodies th e

com m om m o the r from whe nce a ll things
spring

,
whos e frui tfuln e ss is produce d by

t h e thre e fold ope ra t ion Of fir e
,

a ir
,
a nd

wa t e r . Thus Zoroa s t e r : “He m a ke s th e
whole wor ld Of fire

,
a nd wa t e r

,
a nd e a r th,

a nd a ll-nour ishing e the r ;
’

a nd a g a in,
“we

le a rn tha t m a t t e r pe rva de s th e whole world,
a s t h e gods a lso a sse r t .

”

(Proc . T im .

,

Th e in scr ipt ion on th e s t a tue of th e

Egypt ia n Ne i th is a s follows
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Am on
,
from Whom th e Gre e ks de rive d the ir

ide a Of Jupit e r -Am m on .

T h e im m un i tie s confe rre d by r e ce p t ion
in t o va r ious m yst e r ie s , pa r t icula r ly thos e
ca lle d Ca biric, a r e not p a r t icula r ly known .

A r e se m bla nce h a s be e n conce ive d— pos sibly
a conn e ct ion e xi s t e d— be twe e n som e orde r s
Of t h e C a bir ia n a nd Druidic pr ie s thoods .

T h e (s e rpe n t wa s be lie ve d to be ge n e ra t e d
by th e sun , a nd a s such wa s a n e m bl e m Of th e
In i t ia t e s ; the y be ing s a id to be son s Of th e

sun
,
or of light . It wa s

,
the r e for e

,
a sym bol

ofwisdom
,
a nd a t it le Of th e pr ie s thood .

Circum a m bula tion , a ccording to t h e sun
’

s

cour se , AOf the ir
“
sa cr e d pla ce s, wa s a r it e

m uch pr a ct ise d by th e Druids .

Th e Egypt ia n pr ie st s,
” Pla to s a ys

,

a ss e r t e d tha t
,
in th e course Of

ye a r s, t h e sun h a d twice r ise n i n t h e we s t ,
a nd s e t in t h e e a s t . Tha t th e Cha ldae a n ,
Druidica l

,
a nd Egypt ia n pr ie sthoods h a d

e ithe r a com m on or igin, or, a t som e pe r iod,
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con side ra ble in t e rcourse , is e xtr e m e ly pro
ba ble

,
a nd t h e e xhibi t ion of diffe r e n t poin ts

Of con ta ct be twe e n va rious a ncie n t ph iloso
phie s i s m a de in a ll hist ory.

“Th e Druid
r e ligion

,

”
s a ys t h e Re v . W . H . Grove r

,

wa s ce rt a in ly th e ve ry s a m e a s th a t Of t h e
Old Egypti a n unde r t h e O s ir idaa, a nd pro
ba bly close ly a llie d to tha t which succe e de d
unde r t h e Isidi a n pr ie s thood, which wa s
t h e r e lig ion Of th e Pha r a oh s .

T h e Druids
,
like th e Pe ruvia n prie s ts,

kindle d the ir sa cre d fire by re fle ction frOm
th e sun

’

s r a ys .

T h e Druidic t e m ple wa s dist inguishe d by
t h e n a m e Of th e Circle Of Light . Diodoros
h a s re fe re nce s t o th e Hype rbore a n Apollo .

In h i s de scription Of th e isla nd, th e prie st
hood

,
a nd th e t e m pl e , c e r t a in pa r t icula rs

a re not e d which ide n t ify the s e , r e spe ct ive ly,
wi th Brit a in , th e Druids, a nd Stone he nge ,
or th e Ci ty Of Sa t urn .

Th e Druids t a ugh t t h e Tra nsm igra t ion of
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souls : tha t e a ch soul pa sse d, by de a th,
through a ll th e gr a da t ion s Of a n im a l life

,

from a nnewn
, th e lowe s t de g r e e of a n im af

t ion, up to t h e highe s t condi tion Of spiri tua l
e xist e nce n e xt to De ity Of this sca le ,
hum a n i ty wa s con s ide r e d a s th e m iddle

poin t . In this s t a t e
,
th e soul could a t tach

i t s e lf, fr e e ly, e ithe r t o good or e vil : if to
e vi l

,
i t wa s, a ft e r de a th, oblige d t o r e tr a ce

i t s form e r t r a n sm ig r a t ion s from a po int in
th e a n im a l cr e a t ion e qua l to it s turpi tude ;
a nd it a g a in be ca m e m a n t ill i t wa s a t t a che d
t o good. Above hum a ni ty, though it m ight,
a ga in

,
a nim a t e t h e body Of m a n

,
i t wa s

inca pa ble Of r e la pse
,
but con tinue d pro

gr e ssive ly r ising t o a de gr e e ofgoodn e ss a nd
holin e ss infe rior on ly to Div in i ty . We find

i t a lso wr it t e n in t h e Tr ia ds, tha t “Th e r e
a re

,
for t h e soul

,
thre e circle s Of e xrs t e nce ;

firs t
, t h e circle Of infin ity a nd im m a t e ria lity,

whe r e De ity
,

a lon e
,
ca n live or dwe ll

se condly, th e circle of a ne ce ssa ry st a te (of
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t h e shor e s Of th e Me dit e rr a n e a n , the nce
sough t t h e “Holy Isla nds Of th e We st

,

”

ca lle d In the ir sa cr e d books Br e t a -s th a n a nd

P i tr i—s tl mn
,
or t h e “La nd Of th e Fa the r s,

m e a n ing t h e sa g e Druids . Th e W e lsh
Tria ds r e la t e tha t th e first colon is t s Of
Brit a in we r e th e Kyne ry, wh o, Unde r th e
le a de r sh ip Of Hu Ga da ru (ce rt a inly a

m ythica l cha r a ct e r) , or igin ally ca m e from
D efr oba m

'

,
th e “ Sum m e r La nd

,

”
th e

s tr iking Slm ila r ity Of which n a m e to Tapro

ba ne , a n a ncie nt n a m e of Ce ylon
,
ha s be e n

not ice d by va r ious writ e r s .

“Th e Egyp t ia n s ,
”

sa ys Porphyry, r e

pr e se n t God by a bla ck s ton e
,
be ca use His

n a tur e is da rk a nd obscur e .

”

I t wa s be lie ve d by t h e a ncie n t Briton s
tha t , on th e de pa r ture Of m ighty or illus e

tr ious spir i t s, viol e nt storm s occurre d ,

By th e Gnost ics
,
th e Supr e m e Be ing wa s

conce ive d a s a m ost pur e a nd r a di a nt lig h t,

diffuse d through th e im m e nsity Of spa ce .
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Rocks Of igne ous origin a ppea r to be those
of m os t a ncie nt for m a t ion . Aqua t ic rocks
a re Of m ore r e ce n t da t e .

Tuba lis a sse r te d
,
in those fa bulous

.

s torie s with which t h e ge nuin e history Of
Spa in a nd a ll othe r n a tions (th e Jewish
a nd Am e rica n , for ve ry diffe r e nt r e a sons

,

be ing e xce pt e d) a r e pr e fa ce d
, to h a ve le d a

colony from I be ri a
,
in t h e n e ighbourhood Of

t h e Ca spia n Se a , to th e gr e a t We s te rn

Pe ninsula
,

”
to which the y t r a n sfe rr e d t h e

na m e Of t h e coun t ry the y origina lly in
ha bi t e d .

It wa s a m a xim Of t h e m ost a ncie n t
philosophie s , tha t wha te ve r e m a na t e s from
De ity r e turns to t h e Divine Source . In

th e r e turn
,
th e r e for e , to God Of th e hum a n

spirit which e m a na t e d from Him
,
i t wa s

n e ce ssa ry tha t it should be fre e d from a ll

those im pur it ie s which by con t a ct with '

m a t t e r
,
a nd in i ts isola t e d s ta t e , i t h a d

con t ra ct e d while pa ssing through life .
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H e nce th e doctr in e of purga tory, whe the r
Gnost ic, Pla tonic, Orphic, or Egyptia n .

I t is a dvance d in th e Ca ba la
,
tha t , befor e

th e Cre a t ion Of th e World
,
a ll spa ce wa s

fille d with Aur
,
Ain

, Suph , or Infini t e
Ligh t . But wh e n th e v ol it ion for th e

production Of Na t ur e wa s form e d in th e

Divine Mind
,
th e E t e rna l Light

,
hithe rto

e qua lly diffuse d through th e Boundle ss
Expa ns e , wi thdr ew i t se lf to a n e qua l dis
t a nce in e ve ry dire ct ion from a ce r t a in

poin t , a nd t hus le ft , a bout this Ce n tr e , a
sphe r ica l por t ion Of e m pty Spa ce a s a fie ld
for th e ope ra t ion s of e m a na t ion by which
a ll, things we r e t o be produce d .

T h e ruins Of Ca rna c (Ka r , Kir, Ka e r,
C a e r, C a r — i . e . , ci ty) , in Egypt, occupy
a n a r e a of a bout nin e a cr e s . At Ca rna c, in

Bri t a nny, th e Druidica l m onum e nts cons is t
Of upwa rds Of gra nite blocks , in , th e f

form Of Obe lisks
, r e s ting on th e ir point s a nd

dispos e d in e le ve n rows pa ra lle lwith th e coa s t ,
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a nd T uba l (wh e nce Toblflsk) , h is bro th e r,
sons ofJaph e th th e Russ ia ns Of Rosh .

Ze roua ta s ch t e r
,
Z oroa s t e r

,
Ze rdush t ,

Zoroa de s , or Zora de s , we r e n a m e s Of th e

Founde r of th e Fire -Ph ilo s ophy : h i s fol
lowe rs we r e ca lle d Fir e -Wor shipp e r s .

~ But
,

in th a t e le m e n t
,
the y con t e m pla t e d sole ly

t h e sym bol Of th e De i ty. Me ng
-Zs e m a in

t a ine d tha t n a tur e h a d a s g r e a t a n inclin a
t ion to g ood a s wa t e r h a d Of t h e dispos iti on
t o flow downwa rds , a nd - tha t Sh e sufle re d no

le s s viol e nce in doing e vil tha n th e s a m e

e le m e n t shows in its r e pugna nce to flow

upwa rds . Spiri t-Ligh t a nd Good h e ide n
t ifie d.

Th e a rt ificia l m ounds in Eng la nd, like
th a t Of Silbury a nd o the r s

,
a r e con s ide re d

a s ha ving be e n s a cre d to th e Sun .

’

O sca n or E trusca n
,
Tusca n a nd o the r

a ppe lla tive s , a re conve r t ible . From E truria ,

Rom e de rive d m os t of h e r prie s t ly r i t e s , a nd
th e profounde r, proba bly, of h e r r e lig ious
doctrine s .
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T h e Gn
'

os tics ide n t ified
‘

th e ir de ity
,

Abra xa x, with Mi thra s , th e Sun of th e Ge n

t ile s ; both the ir n a m e s
,
in Gr e e k cha ra c

t e rs
,
r e pre s e n t ing th e s a m e num be r

,
36 5

,

th e a nnua l sola r circle , a nd th e de i ty of th e
Sun him se lf. Th e m ys t e rie s Of Mi thra s
we re a ccom pa n ie d by C h r is t ia n ce re m onie s .

Th e novice wa s ini tia t e d by th e rit e Of bap

t ism : pouring wa ter, a nd m a king a
'

e rgu On
th e fore he a d, we re cons ide r e d

'

a n abla tion

Which pur ifie d from s in . Th e i nit ia te s
th e n p a r took Of th e e ucha ris t of bre a d a nd

win e . The y a dore d Chris t unde r th e for in
of t h e Sun, a nd cons ide re d tha t th e vis ible
m a te ria l lum ina ry wa s th e type of him s e lf.
T h e Ba s ilide a n s be lie ve d that Jcsu

'

s a ppe a r e d
upon e a r th a s a m a n, a nd tha t h e wroug h t
th e m ira cle s a scribe d to h im in

'

t h e Gosp e ls ;
but tha t h e did no t suffe r on th e Cros s

,
for

h a t Sim on of Cyr e ne , wh o bor e i t to C a l

va ry
,
wa s com pe lle d to be crucifie d in h is

room . H e wa s tra nsform e d in to th e like ne s s
of J e sus, a nd J e sus , tr a nsce nding ,_on the
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spot
,
in to h is im m or ta l a nd divin e na tur e ,

looke d on , unde r th e form Of Sim on,

t rium phing ove r th e ignora nce a nd m a lice
of th e m ultitude . Aft e r wh ich h e a sce nde d
in to H e a ve n . T h e Ma hom m e da n s g ive
cr e dit to th e like supe rn a tura l t ra nsfe re nce
of pe r sons , on ly the y diffe r a s to th e pe rson
whos e form Chri s t took . Ma n , th e Gnos tics

though t, wa s a cornponnd of a t e rr e s tri a l a nd

corrupt body
,
whos e e vil prope ns itie s e n

thra lle d, a nd of a divin e pos s ibili ty
,
or soul,

which wa s s e e king to dis e ncum be r its e lf in to
ligh t. Whil e th e Supr e m e Be ing e m ploye d
va rious a ge ncie s to r e lie ve th e soul Of i ts

gr oss inve s titure s Of m a t t e r , th e D e m iurgus ,

Soul Of th e W orld
,
or D e vil, a dop t e d e ve ry

m e a n s in h is powe r to p e rfe c t h is ho ld
Upon th e unit . Tho s e soul s , or divine pos~

s ibilitie s , which . in the ir r e ce pt ion Of th e

L igh t, a re e nable d to cle a r the m s e lve s of th e

fog s Of th e worlds Of be ing , will, a t th e dis ~

solution of the ir s e n s e -bodie s , tra nsce nd in to
t h e Ple ronm . Th e souls tha t a re una ble to
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“

C HAFTER ! .

Hi s tory of th e M a gi . Exa m in a t ion in to th e un i

ve r s a l t ruth ‘ sym bolis e d in t h e a n cie n t m ys t e r i e s .

T h e
'

O a bir i t r a ce s of th e m ; the ir s t ra n g e
'

wor

sh ip. O r ig in a nd r e a lity of m a g i c. H is tor ical

OUR e xposition of the Occult Philosophy,
r e ga rding which we ha ve sought to supply
" cle a re r ide a s t o th e a t t e n t ive r e a de r . would
‘be incom ple t e , a nd would , we think

,
la ck

‘dign i ty,
' if we we r e not to furn ish a bri e f

h istor ica l a ccoun t
, g a th e r e d up from m os t

va lua ble . source s
,
not on ly of t h e Ma gi , but

a lso of th e singula r , a ncie n t ; m yst e rious
r a ce or t r ibe of th e pr im e va l Ca biri .
Tra ce s of th e s tr a nge worship of whom

,

a nd toke ns ofwhose t r a n sce nde nt a l le g e nds ,
a r e In a ll countri e s (a s obs e rva ble through
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a ll history)— ia a m a nne r upon which we

shall fa r the r spe a k in it s prope r pla ce— to
be e ncoun t e re d.
T h e Ma g i m ay be de scribe d, in a word

,
a s

t h e high prie s ts of a ncie n t Pe r sia, a nd th e

profound cul t iva tors of t h e wisdom of Zoro
a s t e r . The y we r e ins t i tut e d by Cyrus whe n
h e founde d t h e n e wPe rs ia n e m pir e

,
a nd a r e

suppose d to ha ve be e n of th e Me dia n ra ce .

Schleg e l sa ys (‘Philosophy ofHis tory
,

’
Le c

ture
“The y we r e not so m uch a n he re

di ta ry sa ce rdo t a l c a s t e , a s a n orde r or a sso

ci a t ion
,
divide d into va r ious a nd succe ss ive

r a nks a nd g r a de s , such a s e xis t e d in th e

m ys ter ie s— th e gr a de of a ppr e n t ice ship
t ha t of m a s t e r ship— tha t of pe rfe ct m a st e r

ship .

”
In shor t

,
th e y we r e a th e osophica l

colle g e ; a nd e i the r i ts profe ssors we re

c a lle d indiffe re n tly m a gi
,

’

or m a g icia ns ,

a nd wis e m e n
,

’

or the y we re dist inguishe d
in to two cla sse s by those nam e s .

T h e Ma gi
,

”
s a ys t h e a uthor of ZORo

ASTER
,
in th e qua r to e dit ion of t h e Ency
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clopaedia Me tropolit a n a , we r e th e prie sts
a nd philosophe rs of th e a ncie n t Pe r sia n s

,

dist inguishe d not on ly for th e ir knowle dge
of th e ology, but a lso for th e ir in t im a t e

a cqua in t a nce with th e s e cre ts of n a tur e .

Ille pe ne s Pe rsa s Ma gus e s t qui s ide ra novi t ,

Qui s e ia t h e rba r um vi r e s, cultum que de orum .

’

The ir na m e
,
pronounce d Mogh by th e

m ode rn Pe r sia n s
,
a nd Ma gh ’ by th e

a ncie n t s (Je r . xxxix . 3
,

signifie d
Wis e , ’ a s a ppe a r s from Da n ie l v . ii . , com

pa r e d with Je r e m ia h xxxix . 3 ; a nd such
is th e in t e rpr e t a t ion of i t g ive n by th e

Gre e k a nd Rom a n wr i t e rs . (He sych ius,

v. M ain/0g,
Apule ius

,
Apo l . ’ i . , Porphyr .

‘de Abs t ine n t ia,
’

iv .

,
fol. Stobaaus

(p . 496) e xpr e ssly ca lls t h e scie nce of. th e .

Ma gi th e s e rvice of t h e gods

( Oscar Osgowre fa .) so Pla to (
‘in

!According to Enn e m ose r
,

Ma ginsia h ,

Ma dsch usie , sign ifie d th e office a nd know
le dg e of th e prie s t , wh o wa s ca lle d Ma g ,

’

Ma gius,
’ Ma giusi,

’
a nd a ft e rwa rds ‘Ma gi ’

a nd Ma gicia n . Bruch e r m a in t a ins His
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na tion
,
a nd for tha t purpose m e t togethe r

and con sul t e d in the ir t e m ple s . C ic . de

The y profe sse d to m a ke trut h
th e gr e a t Obj e ct

‘

of th e ir s tudy ; for tha t
a lone , t he y sa id

, ca n m a ke m a n like God

(Orom a ze s) , whose body r e se m ble s light,
a s h is soul or spiri t re se m ble s t ruth .

”

( Porphyr .

‘in vi ta Pyth a gora e,
’ p .

The y conde m n e d a ll im a g e s, a nd those wh o
s a id tha t th e gods a r e m a le a nd fe m a le

(Diog e n . La e r tius) t he y h a d n e ithe r t e m J

ple s nor a l t a r s, but wor shipp e d t h e sky, a s

a r e pr e se n t a t ive of t h e De ity, on t h e t ops
of m oun t a in s : th e y a lso s a crifice d t o t h e

sun
,
m oon

,
e a r th

,
fir e

,
wa t e r

,
a nd winds

,

s a vs H e rodotus (i . 2 5 ) m e a n ing , no doubt ,
tha t th e y a dor e d t h e he a ve n ly bodie s a nd
t h e e le m e n t s . This wa s pr oba bly be for e
t h e t im e

'

of Zoroa st e r , whe n t h e r e lig ion of

Pe r sia s e e m s to ha ve r e s e m ble d t ha t of

a ncie n t India . The ir hym ns in pr a ise of

th e Most High e xce e de d
,
a ccording to Bid

Chrysos tom Or a t . Boryst h e n,
’

th e
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sublim ity of a nything in Hom er
'

o

'

r H e siod .

The y e xpose d the ir de a d bodie s t o wi ld
be a st s . (Cice ro, loo. His r e fe
re nce is to Thom a s Hyde ’s His toria Re li

g io
’

n is ve t e rum Pe r sa rum and to Kle uke r ,

Anh a ng zum Ze nd-Ave st a
,

’ Le ip . 1 783.

Schle ge l a lso con t inue s
,
th a t it is a que s ;

t ion whe the r t h e old Pe rs ia n doctr in e a nd
"Lich t sa g e (Wi sdom or t ra dit ion of ligh t)
did no t unde rgo m a t e ri a l a l t e ra t ion s in t h e
h a nds of it s Me dia n r e stor e r . Zoroa s t e r ; or

whe the r this doc t rine wa s pr e s e rve d, in a ll

i t s pur ity, by th e orde r of th e Ma gi .” He

th e n r e m a rks
, tha t on the m de volve d th e

im por ta n t t rus t of t h e m ona rch’ s e duca t ion ,
which m us t ne ce ssa r ily ha ve give n the m ’

grea t we igh t a nd influe nce in th e S ta t e .

f
‘The y we r e in high cr e dit a t th e Pe rsia n
ga t e s — for tha t wa s

'

t h e O rie n t a l n a m e

giv'e n
'

to th e ca pita l of th e e m pire,a nd t h e
a bode of th e pr ince— a nd the y t ook t h e
m os t a ct ive pa r t in a ll t h e fa ction s tha t e n :

com pa sse d th e thron e , or
'

th a t we re form e d
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ih th e vicinity of th e cour t . In Gre ece ;
a nd e ve n in Egypt , th e s a ce rdota l fra t e rn i
t ie s a nd a ssocia t ions of in itia t e d, for m e d by
t h e m ys t e r ie s

,
h a d in ge n e r a l but a n indir e ct

,

though not un i m por t a n t , influe nce on a ffa ir s

of St a t e but in th e Pe r sia n m on a rchy
the y a cquir e d a com ple t e polit ica l a sce a
de n e y .

” This is on ly so fa r of m om e n t to our

pr e se n t subj e ct a s i t le a ds to t h e r e m a rk
th a t th e whole a ncie n t wor ld wa s in r e a li ty
gove rn e d by th e Ma gi, e ith e r ope n ly’

or in

se cr e t ; a nd tha t th e r e a son of the ir so gr e a t
powe r wa s th e h igh wisdom the y cult iva t ed.

Re ligion
,
philosophy

,
a nd t h e scie nce s we re

a ll in th e ir ba nds ; the y we r e th e un ive rsa l
physicia n s wh o he a le d t h e sick in body a nd
in spir it

,
a nd

,
in st r ict cons ist e ncy with tha t

cha r a ct e r
,
m in is t e re d to th e S ta t e , which is

on ly t h e m a n a ga in in a la rg e r s e nse .

T h e thr e e gra de s of th e Ma gi a llude d to
' in th e pa ssa ge cit e d a bove , a nd from Se ble

g e l, a r e ca lle d by He rde r (‘Mobe d e t De s tur
th e ‘disciple s

,

’

th e ‘profe sse d,’a nd
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t ion of i t s na tur e . Th e Ca bir i a r e often
m e n t ione d a s powe rful m a gi cia n s

,
but m ore

g e n e r a lly a s t h e m os t a ncie n t gods of whose
wor ship the r e is a ny r e cord, while the ir m ys
t e r ie s ca lle d Sa m othr a cia n de sign a t e t h e
form in which tha t wor ship

,
a nd th e philo

sophy in which i t wa s grounde d, a r e re cog
n i se d by a n t iqua r ie s . T h e m ys te r ie s of

Ele usis a nd Ba cchus a r e of r e ce n t da t e com
pa r e d with the s e a n t ique ri t e s ; which, in
fa ct , a r e lost in a n t iquity, a nd e xt e nd fa r
be yond th e his torica l pe r iod . Th e fact s a s
st a t e d by Noel

,
in h is ve ry valua ble ‘Dic

t ionn a ir e de la Fa ble
,

’
4th . cd.

,
1823

,
a r e

br ie fly the se
T h e r e cide s

,
H e rodo tus, a ndNon a ns spe ak

of th e Ca biri a s sons of Vulca n
,
which is

t h e opin ion a dopt e d by Fa br e t t i . Cice ro
ca lls the m sons of Pros e rpin e ; a nd Jupit e r
is Oft e n n a m e d a s t he ir fa the r

,
which N0 61

thinks m ay be t h e re a son of the ir ide n t ifi
ca t ion with C a stor a nd Pollux, known a s t h e

Dioscuri . We sha ll re se r ve th e t e rm s in
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which Sa nconia th on spe a ks of t he m for dis
t inct not ice . Dionysius of H a lica rna ssus

,

Ma crobius, Va rr o, a nd othe rs, conside r th e m
th e sa m e a s th e Pe n a t e s of t h e Rom a ns ; in

wh ich
,
howe ve r

,
t h e Ve ne t ia n Altor i is

oppose d to the m . According to h is Opin ion,
a nd tha t of Vossius

, th e Ca bir i we r e nothing
m or e t ha n t h e m inist e rs of t h e gods, wh o
we re de ifie d a ft e r the ir de a th ; a nd th e

Da ctyli
, t h e Cure tes, a nd t h e Coryba n t e s,

we r e on ly othe r n a m e s by which the y we re
known . S t ra bo r e ga rds the m a s t h e m inis
t e rs of He ca t e Boch a r t , in fin e

,
r e cog

n is e s in the m t h e thr e e principa l infe rn a l
' de it ie s

,
Pluto

,
Prose rpin e

,
a nd Me rcury.

Such a r e th e conflict ing opinions r e cord e d
by Noe l, which, a s we sha ll pr e se n t ly se e

,

h a ve be e n r e gula t e d som e wha t by a m ore

r e ce n t a uthor , Mr . Ke nrick.

Th e wor ship of t h e Ca bir i, if th e ge ne ra l
be lief is to be cr e di t e d, wa s or igina lly de
r ive d from Egypt, whe re we find t h e a ncie n t
t e m ple of Me m phis conse cra t e d to th e m .
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He rodo tus suppose s tha t th e Pe la sgia ns
,
th e

firs t inha bit a n t s of th e Pe loponne sus
,
dwe l t

fir s t in th e isle of Sa m othr a ce , whe r e the y
in troduce d this wor ship

,
a nd e s t a blished th e

fa m ous m ys t e rie s
,
in to which such

'

h e roe s a s

Ca dm us
, Orphe us, He rcule s

,
Ca stor

,
Pollux,

Ulysse s
,
Aga m e m non

,
JEn e a S

, a nd Philip,
th e fa the r of Ale xa nde r

,
h a d t h e honour of

be ing init ia te d . From the ir a bode in Sa m o
thr a ce

, th e ;Pe la sgi ca r rie d th e se m yst e ries
to Athe ns ; whe nce the y we re conve ye d to
Th e be s . JEn e a s

,
a ft e r th e ruin of h is coun

t ry, ia like m a nne r in troduce d th e wor ship
of th e Ca biri in to It a ly, h is n e w hom e ; a nd

t he r e the y we r e invoke d in a ll ca se s of

dom e s t ic m isfor tun e , a nd be ca m e th e house
hold gods of th e pe ople .

We sha ll no tice , be fore concluding , th e
th e ory of Pococke , wh o h a s unde r ta ke n to

dive s t the s e a ncie n t tra ditions of a ll m ys t e ry.
He re it is prope r to re m a rk tha t th e na m e of

th e Ca biri is g e ne ra lly de r ive d from th e

t n i
'

cia n
,

s ignifying powe rful gods,,
and
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Als o th e coins of C os syra , a Phoe n icia n s e t

tle m e n t , e xhibit a dwa rfish figure with
’

th e
‘

ha m m e r a nd shor t a pron , a nd s om e tim e s a

ra dia te d h e a d, a ppa re n tly a llus ive to the i

ele m e n t of fir e , like th e s ta r of th e Dioscuri .
3 . Th e Is le of L e m nos wa s a no the r re -a

m a rka ble s e a t of th e wor ship of th e Ca biri
a nd ofVulca n , a s re pr e s e n ting th e e le m e n t of

fire . Mys tic ri t e s we r e ce le bra t e d he re , ove r :

which the y pres ide d
,
a nd

'

th e coin s of th e

isla nd e xhibit th e he a d of Vulca n
,
or a C a m

hirns , with th e pilcus, ha m m e r
,
a nd force ps .

I t wa s this conn e ction wi th fire
,
m e ta llurgy,

a nd th e m os t r e m a rka ble product of th e a r t-5
we a pons of wa r, which ca us e d t h e Ca biri to
be ide n t ifie d with t h e C ure ks of E tolia , th e

'

Idae i Da ctyli of Cre te , th e Coryba n t e s of

Phryg ia , a nd th e Te lchine s of Rhode s .
‘

The y we re th e s a m e proba bly in t n icia n

orig in, th e s a m e in m ys t ica l a nd org ia s tic

r it e s
,
but diffe rent in num be r

, g e n e a logy,
a nd loca l circum s ta nce s

,
a nd by th e m ix ture

Of oth e r m ythica l tra di tions, a ccording to th e



THE OUTSIDE WORLD . 31 1

va r ious coun tri e s in which th e ir worship
pre va ile d . T h e fa ble tha t one C a birus h a d
be e n kille d by h is bro the r , or bro th e rs , wa s
proba bly a m ora l m ythus , re pre s e n ting th e

r e sult of th e inve n tion of a rm our , a nd a na lo
gous to th e s tory Of th e m utua l de s truction
of th e m e n in bra z e n a rm our

,
wh o spra ng

from th e dr a gon ’s t e e th sown by Ca dm us a nd
Ja son . I t is r e m a rka bl e tha t th e na m e of

th e firs t fra tricide s ign ifie s a ‘la nce ,’ a nd in
Ara bic a

‘
s m i th .

’

4 . Th e worship of th e Ca biri pr e va ile d
,

a lso
,
in Im bros

,
n e a r t h e e n t r a nce of t h e He l

le spon t, which m a ke s i t proba ble tha t t h e

gre a t gods, in t h e n e ighbour ing isla nd of
S a m othra ce , we r e of th e sa m e origin . Th e

Ca biri; Cur e t e s, a nd Coryba n te s
,
a ppe a r t o

ha ve r e pr e se n t e d a ir a s we ll a s fir e . This
is la nd wa s inha bite d by Pe la sgi

,
wh o m ay

h a ve de rive d this worship from t h e Pha an i
cia n s, a nd wh o

,
now

,
m ingle d i t with

dogm a s a nd ce re m on ie s de rive d from th e

ne ighbouring coun tryofThra ce a ndPhrygia ,
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a nd wi th th e old Pe la sgic m yst e r ie s ofCe re s .

H e nce th e va r ious e xpla n a t ion s give n of

th e Sa m othra c ia n de it ie s
,
a nd th e num be r

of the m ,
so diffe r e n t ly s t a t e d som e m a king

the m two
,
som e four

,
som e e igh t th e la t t e r

a gr e e ing wi th th e n um be r of e a r ly Egyp
t ia n gods’

m e n t ione d by H e rodotus . It is

s t ill proba ble tha t the ir num be r wa s two,
from the ir ide n t ifica t ion with th e Dioscur i
a nd Tynda r idm , and from t h e num be r of

th e Pa t ae ci on Phoe nicia n ve sse ls . T h e a ddi
t ion of Vulca n

,
a s the ir fa the r , or brothe r,

m a de the m thr e e ; a nd a four th m ay ha ve
be e n t he ir m othe r

, C a bira .

5 . Th e Sa m othra ci a n divin it ie s con t inue d
to be he ld in high ve n e r a t ion in la t e t im e s

,

but a re com m only spoke n of in conn e ct ion
with n a viga t ion

,
a s t h e twin Dioscur i

, or

Tynda ridae on th e othe r h a nd
,
t h e Dios

cur i a re spoke n of a s th e Cur e t e s
,
or Cory

ba nt e s . Th e coins of Tr ipolis e xhibit th e
Spe a r s a nd s ta r of th e Dioscuri

,
with th e

le ge nd ‘Ca biri. ’
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sona g e in ZEn e a s, whos e a t tr ibut e s we r e de
r ive d from those of th e Ca bir i , a nd con

t inne s with som e in t e r e st ing obse rva t ions
on t h e Hom e r ic fa ble s . He conclude s tha t
th e e sse n t ia l p a r t of th e Wa r of Tr oy ori

gina t e d in t h e de sir e to conne ct tog e th e r,
a nd e xpla in

,
th e t ra ce s of a n a ncie nt r e li

gion . In fin e , h e not e s one othe r r e m a rka ble
c ircum st a nce

,
tha t t h e coun t ri e s in which t h e

Sa m othra cia n a ndC a biri a c worshi p pr e va ile d
we r e pe ople d e i the r by t h e Pe la sgi or by
t h e o lia n s

,
wh o

,
of a ll t h e t ribe s com pr e

h e nde d unde r th e ge n e r a l n a m e H e lle n e s
,

a pproa ch th e m ost n e a r ly
,
in a n t iqui ty a nd

la ngua ge , to th e Pe la sg i. We s e e m wa r

r a n t e d, the n , (our a uthor obse rve s,)
“in two

conclusions firs t
,
tha t t h e Pe la sgia n t ribe s

in It a ly, Gr e e ce , a nd As ia we r e un it e d
,
in

t im e s r e a ching high a bove th e com m e nce

m e n t of history, by com m un itv of r e ligious
ide a s a nd r it e s

,
a s we ll a s le t t e r s

,
a r t s

,
a nd

la ngua ge ; a nd
,
se condly

,
tha t la rg e por

t ions of wha t is ca ll e d t h e he roic history of
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Gr e e ce
,
a r e nothi ng e lse t ha n fict ion s de

vise d t o a ccoun t for t h e tr a ce s of this a tfi
n ity, wh e n t im e

,
a nd t h e a sce nda ncy of

o the r n a t ion s , h a d de stroye d th e pr im it ive
conn e ct ion , a nd r e nde r e d t h e ca us e of t h e

sim ila r i ty obscur e . Th e or iginal de riva t ion
of th e C a biri a c sys t e m from Phoe nicia a nd

Egypt is a le s s ce r ta in
,
though, s till,

highly proba ble conclusion .

8. T h e n a m e
‘Ca bir i ’ h a s be e n ve ry

ge ne ra lly de duce d from t h e Ph osnicia n

m ighty a nd this e tym ology is in a ccord
a nce wi th th e fa ct tha t th e gods of Sa m o

thr a ce we re ca lle d ‘Divi pot e n t e s .

’ Mr .Ke n

r ick be lie ve s
,
howe ve r

,
t ha t th e Phoe n ici a ns

use d som e o the r n a m e
,
which t h e Gre e ks

t r a n sla t e d ‘Ka be iros
,

’

a nd tha t i t de not e d
t h e two e le m e n t s of ‘fir e a nd ‘wind .

’

The se poin t s bring t h e floa ting t ra dit ions
coll e c t e d by Noe l a nd ot he r com pile r s in to
som e thing like orde r ; t he y, like wise , sup.

por t our be lie f
,
a s s ta t e d on a nothe r pa ge ,

in a prim it iv e r e ve la t ion
,
t h e history of

which wa s sym bolica lly r e pr e se n t e d, e ithe r
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by r e a l or fict it ious pe r son s, a s m os t conve

n ie n t , m t h e Hom e r ic poe m s
,

a nd othe r
r e m a in s of a n t iquity . Mr . Pococke

,
h ow

e ve r
, (

‘India in Gr e e ce
,

’

se e m s to

r e a son diffe r e n t ly ; though i t would be e a sy
t o conve r t h is a rgum e n t in fa vour of our

hypothe sis .

“Th e Ca be iri
,

’
h e sa ys

,
a re

t h e K/tybe r i, or pe ople of t h e ‘Khybe r
th e ‘Coryba n t e s ’

a re t h e ‘Gour -boud-de s ,
’

or pe ople of ‘Ghor -bund-la nd a ll of whom
a r e

‘Pa t oaikoi
,

’

or Luna r t r ibe s
,
th a t is,

Bud
’

lzis ts .

” We ca nnot pr e t e nd t o r e pr e

s e n t e i the r t h e e xt e n t of Mr . Pococke
’

s

a rgum e n t
,
or th e le a rning wi th which h e

pur sue s i t ; but i t m us t be e vide n t tha t th e
t ra n sfe r e nce of n a m e s from on e r e gion to

a nothe r
,
a nd t h e proof th a t Pa l e st in e a nd

Gr e e ce we r e colon is e d from India
,
would

not a ffe ct t h e r a dica l va lue of thos e n a m e s
,

or t h e m ys t ica l im por t of t h e or ig ina l sym
bols . So m uch i t s e e m s n e c e ss a rv to s t a t e

,

be ca us e th e a uthor we a llude t o suppos e s
a ll th e m ys te ry m us t ne ce s s a r i ly di s appe a r

from this subj e ct wh e n h e h a s poin t e d out



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


318 CURIOUS THINGS or

Th e lin e proce e ds thus — Of th e Wind a nd
th e Night we r e born two m or t a l m e n , JEon

a nd Protogonus . Th e im m e dia t e de sce u
da n t s of the se we r e ‘Ge nus’ (pe rha ps Ca in)
a nd Ge n e a . T o Ge nus we r e bo rn t hre e
m or ta l chi ldr e n , Phds, Pur, a nd Phlox, wh o
discove r e d fir e ; a nd t he s e

,
a ga in

,
be ga t

sons of va st bulk a nd he ight , whos e n a m e s

we r e give n to t h e m oun t a in s in which th e y
dwe lt ; Ca ssius, Liba nus, An t iliba nus, a nd

Bra th u. Th e issue of the se gia n t m e n
,
by

the ir own m othe rs
,
we r e Me inrum us , Hyp

sura n ius, a nd Usous . Hypsur a n ius inha
bit e d Tyr e a nd Usons

,
be com ing a hun t s

m a n
,
con se cra t e d two pilla r s

,
to fire a nd

t h e wind, with th e blood of th e wild be a st s
tha t h e ca p tur e d . In t im e s long subse que n t
to the se , t h e r a ce of Hypsur a n ius ga ve
be ing to Ha gr e us a nd Ha li e us

,
inve n tors,

it i s sa id, Of th e a r t s ofhun t ing a nd fishing .

From the se de sce nde d two brothe r s, on e of

whom wa s C h rysor or H e phae st us (pe r
ha ps Tuba l-Ca in or Vulca n) this He ph m s

tus e xe rcise d him s e lf in words, cha r m s , a nd
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divina t ion s h e a lso inve n t e d boa t s , a nd

wa s t h e firs t th a t s a ile d . His bro the r firs t
built wa l ls wi th bricks , a nd the ir de sce u
da n t s

,
in t h e se cond ge n e r a t ion

,
se e m t o

h a ve com ple t e d t h e inve n t ion of house s
,
by

th e a ddit ion of court s
,
por t icos

,
a nd crypt s .

The y a r e ca lle d Ale t as a nd Tit a ns, a nd in
the ir t im e be ga n husba ndry a nd hun t ing
with dogs , From t h e Ti ta ns de sce nde d
Am ynus (pe rha ps Ha m ) , a nd Ma gus

,
wh o

t a ugh t m e n to con struct villa ge s a nd t e nd
flocks ; a nd of the se two we re be got t e n
Misor (pe rha ps Mizra im ) , whos e n a m e sig

n ifie s We l l-fr e e d, a nd Sydic, whose n a m e

de note s th e Just : the s e found out th e use

of sa lt . We now com e to th e im port a n t
point in this line of wonde rs . From Misor
de sce nde d T a a utus (Thoth, Ath oth is , or

H e rm a s -Tr ism e gis tus) , wh o inve nt e d l e t t e rs ;
a nd from Sydic de sce nde d th e Dioscur i, or
Ca bir i

,
or Coryba n t e s, or Sa m o thr a ce s .

The s e
,

a ccording t o Sa ncon ia t h on , fir st
buil t a com ple t e Ship, a nd o th e rs de sce nde d
from the m wh o discove r e d m e dicin e s a nd
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cha rm s . All this da t e s pr ior
“

to Ba bylon
"

a nd th e gods of Pa g a n ism , th e e lde r of

whom a r e n e xt int roduce d in th e Ge n e ra

t ions .

’ Fina lly Sa ncon ia th on s e t t le s PO

Se idon (Ne ptun e ) a nd th e Ca biri a t Be

rytus ; but not t ill circum cision
,
t h e sa cr i

fice of hum a n be ings, a nd t h e pour t r a ya l Of
t h e gods h a d be e n in t r oduce d . In r e cord
ing this e ve n t , t h e C a biri a r e ca lle d h us
ba ndm e n a nd fishe r m e n

,
which le a ds to th e

pr e sum pt ion th a t t h e pe ople wh o wor

shipp e d t hose a ncie n t gods we r e a t le ng th
ca lle d by the ir n a m e .

Aft e r a ll tha t h a s be e n wr it t e n
,
pe rh a ps

t h e sym bol of Vulca n a nd th e Ca biri m ay
be studi e d with m ost e ffe ct in t h e Mosa ic
Scr iptur e s . Am ong th e

‘Ha r le ia n MSS .

is a Copy of t h e con s t i tut ion of a n a ncie n t

body of Fre e m a sons
,
pr e fa ce d by a shor t

his tory
,
com m e ncing a s follows “ If you

a sk m e e h ow this scie nce wa s firs t inve n t e d,
m y a n swe r is this

'

Tha t
,
be fore t h e

g e n e r a l de lug e , which is com m only ca lle d
Noa h’s flood

,
th e r e wa s

'

a m a n . ca lle d
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m us t be looke d
'

a t a s so m a ny succe ssive
m a n ife st a t ion s of th e spiri t in m a n

, produ

cing , in fin e
, th e Gre e k unde r s t a nding, a nd.

t h e m a gic of Sa m othr a ce a nd The ss a lon ica .

Na a h m a h
,
th e l a st born

,
i s t h e virgin

Wisdom
,
tha t h e s d e e pe st in hum a n unde r

s t a nding . And h e nce t h e m ys t ic prophe cy
tha t Tuba lca in

,
in th e la st da ys (Mille n

nium ) , sh a ll find h is s ist e r Na a h m a h
,
wh o

Sha ll com e to h im in golde n a t tir e .

T h e m ys t e rie s of t h e C a bir i a c worship
we r e ce le bra t e d a t Th e be s a nd Le m nos

,

but e spe ci a lly in t h e isle of Sa m othra ce
th e t im e chose n wa s n igh t . T h e ca ndi
da t e for ini t ia t ion wa s crown e d wi th a

g a r la nd of Olive
,
a nd wor e a purple ba nd

round h is loin s . Thus a t t ir e d
,
a nd pre

pa r e d by s e cr e t ce r e m on ie s (proba bly
m e sm e r ic) , h e wa s s e a t e d on a throne ,
brillia n t ly ligh t e d, a nd t h e othe r init ia t e s
th e n da nce d r ound h im in hie rog lyphic
m e a sur e s . It m a y be im a gine d tha t
sole m n i tie s of this n a tur e would e a sily
de ge n e ra t e into orgie s of t h e m os t im m or a l
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t e nde ncy, a s th e a ncie n t fa ith, a nd r e

ve r e nce for sa cr e d things , pe rish e d ; a nd

such wa s r e a lly th e ca se . S till
,
t h e prim i

t iv e in s t itut ion wa s pur e in form a nd be a u
t iful in i t s m ys t ic s ign ifica t ion , which pa s se d,
from one r itua l to a nothe r

,
t il l i ts la s t

g lim m e r e xpire d in t h e fr e e m a son ry of a

ve ry r e ce nt pe riod . T h e ge ne r a l ide a r e

pr e s e n t e d wa s th e pa ssag e , through de a th,
t o a high e r life ; a nd while t h e outwa rd
se n se s we r e he ld in th e thr a ll of m a gne ti sm ,

i t is proba ble t ha t r e ve la t ion s
,
good or e vil

,

we re m a de t o t h e high pr i e s t s of th e se
ce re m on ie s . T h e conn e c tion of m a gica l
powe r wi th th e t ra dit ions of th e Ca bir i
will thus be com e e a sy Of com pr e he n sion ;
a nd it is Singula r

,
a s Showing t h e sa m e

disposit ion ‘

in hum a n n a tur e
,

a t a fa r

di s ta n t pe r iod, tha t t h e h igh e st de gr e e of

in it ia t ion in th e s e cr e t socie ti e s of th e Illu
m ina t i (Rosicrucia n s) , a t t h e pe riod of t h e

Fr e nch Re volution , t ook i t s na m e from
Cla irvoya nce .
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CHAPTER ! I.

Pha s e s Of th e R e lig ion of L igh t or F ir e . Th e

groun dwork of a ll th e r e lig ion s of th e E a s t .

AS th e clo s e of our firs t volum e
,
we supply a

pr is m , a s i t we r e ,ofm ytholog ic nom e ncla ture ,
whe re by

,
s o t o sp e a k, th e the is t ic, colour e d

ra ys a re g a the r e d up in to th e whi te ne ss of

th e colourle s s Ma g ia n Ligh t . In to th e s in

g le n e s s of divin i ty of th e Uni ta ria ns . Philo
s ophy— a nd The ology, too— dis cha rg e the ir
b e s t ofli ce i n t h e syn th e s is, a nd no t in th e

spre a ding-out (or m ul tiplica tion) , of r e li ~

g ions Obj e ct s . Be for e m e n de s troy e a ch
o the r for re ligion ’

s s a ke , i t should be found
tha t , a pa r t from m e r e m ythic dis t inctions ,
the y a re no t s e e king to a nn ihila t e Sim ply
for va rious r e a dings of th e s a m e thing . Th e

whole t e nde ncy of our book is to prove
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ba pt ism ,
or wi th wa t e r ; or a s wi th t h e

r e a sons Of this world .

By a ve ry short rout e , we a r rive a t t h e

t ruth de m on str a t e d by Sir Willia m Jon e s,

'
tha t th e gods of India

,
Egypt , a nd Gr e e ce ,

a r e
,
funda m e n t a lly, th e s a m e . But we infe r

conclusions ve ry diffe r e n t from those which
r e solve the se a ugus t leg e nds in to m a t e r ia l
history .

T h e r e ve la t ion Of ligh t , in two spe cie s
,

na tura l a nd spiritua l, a nd i t s conflict with
th e powe r of da rkne ss

,
is t h e funda m e n ta l

pr inciple of a ll t h e m ythologie s . It is th e

Indr a
,
or Ve e sh nou

,
of t h e Hindoos , t h e

O sir i s of th e Egyp t ia ns, th e Ze us of th e

Gr e e ks
,
t h e Odin of t h e Sca ndin a via ns

,

a nd th e Ya ng , or pe rfe ct subs t a nce , Of th e
Chin e se . AS t h e fie ry da rkn e ss , in like
m a nne r

,
is r e pr e s e n t e d by th e opposi t ion of

Ah rim a n e s
,
of Typhon

,
of Pluto

,
of Loki

,

and, in t h e Ch ine se sys t e m
,
by t h e pr inciple

Yu
,
de sign a t ing im pe rfe ct m a t t e r . T h e

a n a logy be twe e n th e sun Of this wor ld a nd

th e r a t iona l light , on th e on e ha nd
,
a nd
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be twe e n m a t e ria li ty a nd m e n t a l da rkne s s on
th e o the r

,
ca use s t h e conn e ction be twe e n

the ology a nd cosm ogony in a ll t h e a ncie n t
sys t e m s . And i t is this pe rpe tua l com pr e
h e n sion of two ide a s in on e sym bol tha t h a s
give n ri s e to so m uch p e rple xity in th e

in t e rpr e ta t ion of t h e old fa ble s . We se e

t h e confusion i t ca use s in th e following
t a ble of th e He a the n Tr ini ty

,
t a ke n

Cory’s Philosophica l Inquiry

It com m e nce s with th e O rphic,
Me t is . Pha n e s , or E ros . Er icapaaus .

Which a r e in t e rpre t e d,
Will, or Light , or

C oun s e l. Love .

Fro m Acusila ii s,
M e t i s . Eros . E th e r .

From He siod
,
a ccording to Da m a scius

,

E a rth . E ros . T a r ta rus .

From Ph e r e cyde s Syr ius ,
F ire . Wa t e r . Spir it , or Air ,

From th e Sidonia ns
,

C ronus . Love . C loudy da rkn e s s .
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From th e Ph ce nicia ns
,

Ulom us . C h us
’

orus . Th e Egg .

From t h e Cha lde a n a nd Pe rsia n O r a cle s
of Zoroa s t e r ,

F ire . Sun .

F ir e . Ligh t .

From th e la t e r Pla tonis ts
,

Powe r . In t e lle ct . Fa the r .

Powe r . In t e lle ct . Soul, or Spir i t .

By t h e a ncie n t the ologis t s, a ccording t o

Ma crobius
, t h e sun wa s invoke d in t h e m ys

t e rie s a s

Powe r O f th e World . Ligh t Of t h e World.

Spir i t of t h e World .

T o which m ay, pe rha ps, be a dde d
,
from

Sa nconia th on , t h e thr e e sons Of Ge nus,
F ir e . Ligh t . Fla m e .

By om i t t ing th e e a r th, wa t e r , a nd o the r
m a t e r ia ls

,

”
s a ys this a uthor

,
which

,
in t h e

for m a t ion of t h e wor ld
,
a r e e lse whe r e dis

pose d of a nd pa ssing ove r th e r e fine m e n t s

of th e Py tha gor e a n s, we m a y find, in t h e

a bove e num e r a tion
,

sufficie n t g round for

m a in t a in ing th e opinion tha t t h e pe rsons of
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