






P R E F A C E .

THE Birds of A ristophanes has always been rega rded as
one of his most delightful pieces. Like the Clouds, it is
c omparativ ely free fromthe objec tionable lic ense of thought
and language, which deforms several of his plays to suc h a
degree that they cannot be used in schools or colleges. I t is

true there are some passages in this play also too freely exe

outed : but it has been decided, on mature reflec tion, to let
themstand, so as to offer the drama entire, on the princ iples
which guidedmy dec ision in editing the Clouds.
The text of this edition is reprinted fromthe Poc tao

Sc enic i of Dindorf. In the preparation of the notes, I have
used Commentaries of Christian Daniel Beck, together with
the notes and Sc holia edited by Invemizius ; the notes of
Bothe, to whose v aluable edition I amunder great obliga
tions ; and the brief, but exc ellent, annotations of Blaydes.
Credit is always giv en for what has been taken fromthe

labors of these distinguished scholars.
In addition to the c ritical apparatus just mentioned, I

have endeavored to explain fromother sourc es a branch
of the subjec t to which less attention has heretofore been

giv en Imean the natural histo ry of the birds, whic h are

very entertaining figures among the persons of the play.

I hav e carefully examined A ristotle’
s History of An imals,
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fromwhich I hav e drawn illustrative desc riptions. But it is

well known that a c onsiderable portion of the birds of A ris
tophanes are notmentioned in A risto tle’

s work, and some of
themare thought to be unknown. Sev eral branches of the
natural history of Greec e has been almost entirely neglec ted
sinc e the researches of the philosopher of Stagira ; and here
is an opportunity for a naturalist, who is at the same time a
good c lassic al scholar, to make v aluable c ontributions both to
sc ienc e and philology. Sibthorp

’

s magnific ent work, the

F lora Hellenic a,” is ample on the Botany of Greec e but

c omparatively little has been done in the departments of or

nithology and ichthyology.
I suspec ted that the poet’s selec tion of birds was notmade

at random, but tha t, in ev ery instance, they were chosen with
a spec ialmeaning, and to effec t a particular purpose, in point
of art. In c onsidering the play fromthis point of v iew, I
hav e beenmuch indebted tomy friend and c olleague, Profes
sor A gassiz, of whose profound and c omprehensive knowl
edge of ornithology I hav e been permitted to avail myself
in attempting to determine the spec ies of some of the birds
not hitherto identified ; and I have c ome to the conc lusion,
that, in all c ases, the charac te r and habits of the birds are
exac tly and c uriously adapted to the parts they performin
the c omedy, showing A ristophanes to have been a c areful
observer of nature, as well as a c onsummate poet. I hav e
also used with profit a little work, entitled Beitraege zur

Ornithologie Griechenlands, v on Heinr ic h Graf v on der

M iihle,
”
or, Contributions to the Ornithology of Greece, by

E nry Count van der M u
’

hle a work of interest and impor
tanc e, though written without any referenc e to the c lassical
bearings of the subjec t.
Great c are has been taken to illustrate the political al

lusions, and the application of judic ial expressions, in the

c ourse of the piec e. F or this purpose the exc ellent writings
of Hermann, Smith, and Boeckh have been freely c ited. St.
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John’
s admirable work on the M anners and Customs of the

Hellenc s has also been c onsulted.

I t is probably impossible, at present, to feel the full forc e
of the wit and gayety of A ristophanes, much of which
turned upon temporary and loc al relations. Still, a careful
study of c ontemporary history, politic al and judic ial institu
tions, popular prejudic es and delusions, and the influenc e of
orac les and other means of working upon ignorant or ev en
c ultivated c redulity, will make all thematerial points of the
c omedy of A ristophanes suffic iently c lear.

The satire of the Birds is more playful, c omprehensiv e,
and genial than that of any other of the poet’s comedies.
The spirit of parody and burlesque, which is a general trait
of the A ristophanic drama, here displays itself most freely
and amusingly. E ven the solemn genius of Pindar does
not esc ape entirely the poet’s whimsic al perversions. The
dithyrambic poets in general are unsparingly ridiculed ; the
philosophers and men of sc ienc e are not allowed to pass
untouched ; while profligates and impostors of ev ery c lass
and desc ription are here, as well as in the Clouds, held
up to sc orn and contempt.
M uch disc ussion has been held upon the question as to the

spec ific objec t the poet aimed at in his plan. Some have en
deavored to show that themain drift of the piece is to expose
the folly of the A thenians in their dreams of univ ersal em
pire , at the time of the Sic ilian E xpedition ; and these c ritic s
hav e fanc ied they c ould identify, not only the politic al parties
in the Peloponnesian War, but indiv idual c harac ters in the
history of the times. This is pressing matters of fac t too
far in judging of a poetical work. N o doubt A ristophanes
sought to lay the foundation of all his piec es in the ac tual

life, public and private, of his age. But his genius c ould
not so c ompletely bind itself to the prosaic realities around
him. His Pegasus trod the firmearth, but nev er bowed his
neck to the yoke. Some of the leading ideas were nuques

a s



vi P R E F A C E .

tionably suggested by the popularmadnesswhich the v ersa
tile and prodigate genius of Al c ibiades had done somuch to
kindle among the A thenians of his time ; but the ground
work only of the play was laid in political passions and his
torical events. That established, the poet gave free sc ope to
his brilliant fancy, boundlesswit, and unsurpassed powers of
invention, and produc ed a poem, not only fitted to amuse and

delight his c ountrymen, but to interest the lov ers of litera
ture in future ages, by the richest union of sportive satire and

c reativ e imagination that the c omic theatre of A thens ever
witnessed.

The following A rgument is somewhat condensed fromthe
works of the poet Gray. I t is prefixed to the spiri ted trans
lation of the Re v . Henry F ranc is Cary.

This newedition has been c arefully revised, not only by
myself, but bymy friend Professor Goodwin, who has added
valuable notes and illustrations. His exc ellent work on

the Greek M oods and Tenses has been constantly used, as
the student will find by numerous references, indicated by
the lette r G.

, scattered through the commentary.

C. C. F E LTON .

CAM BR IDGE , M ar ch 1, 1861.
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’

E unnrms s and Pisthetaerus, two anc ient A thenians,
thoroughly weary of the folly, injustic e, and litigious tem
per of their c ountrymen, determine to leav e A ttica for

good and all ; and having heard much of the fame of

E pops, king of the birds, who was onc e a man under the
name of Tereus , and had married an A thenian lady, they

pack up a fewnec essary utensils, and set out for the c ourt

of that princ e, under the c onduc t of a jay and a rav en,
birds of great distinc tion in augury, without whose di
rec tion the Greeks never undertook anything of c on

sequenc e. Their errand is to inquire of the birds, who
are the greatest trav ellers of any nation, where theymay
meet with a quiet, easy settlement, far from all prosecu

tions, lawsuits, and sycophant informers, to pass the re

mainder of their lives in peac e and libeigy.

The sc ene is a wild, unfrequented country, which
terminates in mountains ; there the old men are seen,

(ac c ompanied by two slaves, who carry their little bag
gage,) fatigued and fretting at the c arelessness of their

guides, who, though they c ost thema matter of a groat

in the market, are good for nothing b ut to bite themby
the fingers and lead themout of the way. They trav el

Works of Gray; edited by Mathias, Vol. I I . pp. 151 160.



v iii A R GU M E N T .

on, however , till they c ome to the foot of the rocks, which
stop up their passage, and put themto their wits’

end.

Here the raven c roaks, and the jay chatters and looks
up into the air, as much as to say that this is the plac e :

upon which they knock with a stone and with their heels

(as though it were against a door ) against the side of the
mountain.

Trochilus, a bird that waits upon E pops, appears
abov e ; he is frightened at the sight of two men, and

they are much more so at the length of his beak and

the fierc eness of his aspec t. He takes themfor fowlers ;
and they insist upon it, that they are not men, but birds.

In their c onfusion, their guides, whom they held in a

string, escape and fly away. E pops, during this, is asleep
within, after hav ing dined upon a dish of beetles and her

ries : their noise awakens him, and he comes out of the

grov e.

A t the strangeness of his figure, they are divided be
tween fear and laughing. They tell him their errand,
and he giv es themthe choic e of sev eral c ities fit for their
purpose, one partic ularly on the c oast of the Red Sea,

all whic h they refuse, for many c omical reasons. He
tells themthe happiness of living among the birds ; they
are much pleasql with the liberty and simplic ity of it ;

and P isthetaerus, a shrewd old fellow, proposes a scheme
to improve it, and make thema far more powerful and

c onsiderable nation. E pops is struck with the projec t, and

c alls up his c onsort, the nightingale, to summon all his

people together with her voice. They sing a fine ode.

The birds c ome flying down, at first one by one, and

perc h here and there about the sc ene ; and at last the

Chorus, in a whole body, c ome hopping and fluttering

and twittering in. A t the sight of the two men they are

in great tumult, and think that their king has betrayed
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themto the enemy. They determine to tear the two old

men to pieces, draw themselv es up in battle array, and

are giv ing the word to fall on. E uelpides and Pisthetaerus,

in all the terrors of death, after upbraiding eac h the other
for bringing him into such distress, and trying in vain

to escape, assume c ourage frommere despair, seize upon
the kitchen furniture which they had brought with them,
and, armed with pipkins for helmets, and with Spits for
lanc es, they present a resolute front to the enemy’

s pha

lanx. On the point of battle, E pOps interposes, pleads

hard for his two guests , who are, he says, his wife
’

s re

lations, and people of wonderful abilities, and well affec ted
to their c ommonwealth. His eloquenc e has its effec t : the
birds grow less v iolent, they enter into a truc e with the

oldmen, and both sides lay down their arms. Pisthetae

r us, upon the authority of A esop’
s fables, prov es to them

the great antiquity of their nation ; that they were born

before the c reation of the earth, and before the gods, and

onc e reigned ov er all c ountries, as he shows fromseveral

testimonies and monuments of different nations ; that the

c ock wears his tiara erec t, like the Persian king, and that

all mankind start out of their beds at his c ommand ; that
when the kite makes his first appearanc e in the spring,
every one prostrates himself on the ground before it ; that

the E gyptians and Phoenic ians set about their harvest as

soon as the cuckoo is heard ; that all kings bear an eagle

on their sc eptre, and many of the gods carry a bird on

their head ; that many great men swear by the goose,
&c .

,
&c . When he has rev ived in themthe memory of

their anc ient empire, he laments their present despicable

c ondition, and the afi
'

ronts put upon themby mankind.
They are conv inc ed of what he says, applaud his oration,

and desire his advic e. He proposes that they shall unite,
and build a c ity in the mid- air, whereby all commerc e
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will effec tually be stopped between heaven and earth

the gods will no longer be able to v isit at ease their Seme
les and A lcmenas below, nor feast on the fume of sac ri

fices daily sent up to them, nor men enjoy the benefit

of the seasons, nor the fruits of the earth, without per

mission from those winged deities of the middle region.

He shows howmankind will lose nothing by this change
of gov ernment ; that the birds may be worshipped at a

far ess expense, nothing more than a fewberries or a

handful of c orn ; that they will need no sumptuous tem
ples ; that, by their great knowledge of futurity, they will
direc t their good votaries in all their expeditions, so as

they can nev er fail of suc c ess ; that the ravens, famed for
the length of their lives,maymake a present of a c entury

or two to their worshippers ; and, besides, the birds will

ever be within c all, when invoked, and not sit pouting

in the c louds, and keeping their state so many miles ofl
‘

.

The
,
scheme is highly admired, and the two old men are

to be made free of the c ity, and each of themis to be

adorned with a pair of wings at the public charge. E pops

invites themto his nest- royal , and entertains themnobly.

The nightingale in themean time joins the Chorus without,
and the parabasis begins.

They sing their own nobility and ancient grandeur,
their prophetic skill, the benefits they domankind already,
and all the good which they design them; they desc ant
upon the power ofmusic , in whic h they are such great
masters, and intermix many strokes of satire ; they show
the advantages of flying, and apply it to several whimsi
c al cases a nd they inv ite all such as would be free from
the heavy tyranny of human laws to live among them

,

where it is no sin to beat one’

s father, &c ., &c .

The old men, now become birds, and magnific ently
fledged, after laughing awhile at the new and awkward
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figure they make, c onsult about the name which they

shall giv e to their rising c ity, and fix upon that of Ne

pheloc oc cygia, or Cuckooc loudland ; and while one goes

to superintend the workmen, the other prepares to sac ri

fic e for the prosperity of the c ity, which is growing apace.
They begin a solemn prayer to all the birds of Olym

pus, putting the swan in the plac e of A pollo, the c ock in
that of M ars, and the ostr ich in that of the great mother
Cybele, &c .

A miserable poet having already heard of the new
settlement, c omes with some lyric poetry, which he has
composed on this great oc c asion. Pisthetaerus knows his

errand fromhis looks, and makes themgive himan old

c oat ; but, not contented with that, he begs to have the

waistcoat to it, in the elevated style of Pindar : they c om
ply, and get rid of him.

The sac rific e is again interrupted by a begging proph

et, who brings a c argo of orac les, partly relating to the

proSpeii ty of the c ity of N epheloc oc cygia, and partly to

a new pair of shoes, of which he is in extreme want.
Pisthetaerus loses patienc e, and c ufl

'

s himand his relig

ious trumpery of the stage.

M eto, the famous geometric ian, c omes next, and ofi
'

ers

a plan whic h he has drawn for the new buildings, with
much importanc e and impertinence : he meets wi th as had
a rec eption as the prophet.

A n ambassador, or lice nsed Spy, fromA thens arrives,
and a legislator, with a body of new laws. They are

usedwith abundance of indignity; and go off, threatening

everybody with a prosec ution. The sac red rites being so

often interrupted, they are forc ed to remov e their altar, and
finish thembehind the scenes.

The Chorus rejoice in their own increasing power ;
and (as about the time of the Dionysia it was usual to
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make proc lamation against the enemies of the republic )
they set a pric e upon the head of a famous poulterer,
who has exerc ised infinite c ruelties upon their friends and
brethren ; then they turn themselves to the judges and

spec tators, and promise, if this drama obtain the v ic tory,
howpropitious they will be to them.

Pisthetaerus returns, and reports, that the sacrific e ap
pears auspic ious to their undertaking : a messenger then
enters, with an ac count how quick the works advanc e,
and whimsic ally describes the employments allotted to the

sev eral birds, in different parts of the building.

A nother messenger arriv es in a violent hurry, to tell
how somebody fromheav en has dec eived the vigilanc e

of the jackdaws, who were upon guard, and passed through
the gates down into the lower air ; but that a whole squad

ron of light- winged forc es were in pursuit of this insolent

person, and hoped to fetch him back again. The birds

are in great perturbation, and all in a flutter about it.

This prov es to be Iris, who in her return is stopped

short, and seized by order of Pisthetaerus. He examines
her, Where is her passport ? Whether she had leav e
fromthe watc h ? What is her business ? Who is she ?

in short, he treats her with great authority. She tells

her name, and that she was sent by Jov e with orders to

mankind, that they should keep holiday, and performa

grand sac rific e ; she wonders at their sauc iness and mad
ness, and threatens themwith all her father’

s thunder .

The governor of N epheloc oc cygia returns it with higher

menac es, and with language very indec ent indeed for a

goddess and a maid to hear .

The herald, who had been despatched to the lower

world, returns with an ac c ount that all A thens was gone
bird-mad ; that it was grown a fashion to imitate them
in their names andmanners ; and that shortly theymight
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expec t to see a whole c onvoy arrive, in order to settle

among them. The Chorus run to fetch a vast c argo of

feathers andwings to equip their new c itizens, when they
c ome.

The first who appears is a profligate young fellow,
who hopes to enjoy a liberty which he c ould not enjoy
so well at home, the liberty of beating his father . Pisthe

tac rus allows it, indeed, to be the c ustomof his people ;
but at the same time informs himof an anc ient lawpre

serv ed among the storks, that they shall maintain their

parents in their old age. This is not at all agreeable to

the youth : however, in c onsideration of his affec tion for

the N epheloc oc cygians, P isthetaerus furnishes himwith a

feather for his helmet, and a c ook
’

s spur for a weapon,
and adv ises him, as he seems to be of a military turn, to
go into the army in Thrac e.
The next is Cinesias, the dithyrambic writer, who is

delighted with the thought of liv ing among the c louds,
amidst those airy regions whenc e all his poetic al flights

are deriv ed ; but Pisthetaerus will have no such animal
among his birds ; he dr iv es himback to A thens with great
c ontempt.
He then driv es away also (but not without a severe

whipping) an informer, who for the better despatch of

business c omes to beg a pair of wings to carry himround

the islands and c ities subjec t to A thens, whose inhabitants
he is used to swear against for an honest liv elihood, as

did, he says, his fathers before him. The birds , in the

ensuing chorus, relate their trav els, and desc ribe the strange
things and strangemen they hav e seen in them.

A person in disguise, with all the appearanc e of c an

tion and fear, comes to inquire for P isthetaerus, to whom
he disc overs himself to be Prometheus, and te lls him(but
first he makes themhold a large umbrella over his head

6
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for fear Jupiter should spy him) that the gods are al l

in a starv ing, miserable c ondition ; and, what is worse,
that barbarian gods (who live no one knows where, in a

part of heav en far beyond the gods of Greec e) threaten

to makewar upon them, unless they will open the ports,
and renew the intercourse between mankind and them,
as of old. He advises Pisthetaerus to make the most of
this intelligenc e, and to rejec t all offers boldly which
Jupiter may make him, unless he will c onsent to restore

to the birds their anc ient power, and give him in mar
riage his favorite attendant, Basilea. This said, he slips

back again to heav en, as he c ame. The Chorus c ontinue

an ac count of their travels.

A n embassy arriv es fromheav en, c onsisting of Her
cules, N eptune, and a c ertain Triballian god. A s they

approach the c ity walls, N eptune is dressing and sc old

ing at the outlandish divinity, and teac hing himhow to

c arry himself a little dec ently. They find Pisthetaerus

busy in giv ing orders about a dish of wild fowl, (i. e. of

birds which had been guilty of high misdemeanors, and

c ondemned to die by the public ,) which are dressing for
his dinner . Hercules, who before was for bringing ofi

‘

the head of this audac ious mortal without further c on

ferenc e, finds himself insensibly relent, as he snufi
'

s the

savory steam. He salutes Pisthetaerus, who rec eives them
v ery c oldly, and is more attentiv e to his kitchen than to

their c ompliment. N eptune Opens his commission ; owns
that his nation (the gods) are not the better for this war,
and on reasonable terms would be glad of a peac e. Pis

thetaerus, ac cording to the advic e of Prometheus, pro
poses (as if to try them) the first c ondition, namely, that
of Jupiter’

s restoring to the birds their anc ient power ;
and, if this should be agreed to, he says that he hapes
to entertain my lords the ambassadors at dinner. Her
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cules, pleased with this last c ompliment, so agreeable to

his appetite, c omes readily into all he asks ; but is severe
ly reprov ed by Neptune for his gluttony. Pisthetaerus

argues the point, and shows howmuch it would be for
the mutual inte rest of both nations ; and N eptune is hun

gry enough to be glad of some reasonable pretenc e to

giv e the thing up. The Triballian god is asked his opin

ion for form: he mutters somewhat, which nobody nu

derstands, and so it passes for his c onsent. Here they
are going in to dinner, and all is well ; when P isthetaerus
bethinks himself of the match with Basilea . This makes
N eptune fly out again : he will not hear of it ; he will
return home instantly ; but Herc ules cannot think of leav

ing a good meal so ; he is ready to ac quiesc e in any c on

ditions. His c olleague attempts to show himthat he is

giv ing up his patrimony for a dinner ; and whatwill be
c ome of himafter Jupiter’

s death, if the birds are to have
ev erything during his lifetime. Pisthetaerus c learly proves
to Hercules that this is a mere imposition ; that by the

laws of Solon a bastard has no inheritanc e ; that if Jove

died without legitimate issue, his brothers would suc c eed

to his estate, and that he speaks only out of interest.

N owthe Triballian god is again to determine the matter ;
they interpret his jargon as favorable to them; so N eptune
is forc ed to giv e up the point, and P isthetaerus goes with
himand the barbarian to heaven to fetch his bride, while
Hercules stays behind to take care that the roast meat
is not spoiled.

A messenger returns with the news of the approach
of Pisthetaerus and his bride ; and ac c ordingly they ap

pear in the air in a splendid machine, he with Jov e’
s

thunderbolt in his hand, and by his side Basilea., magnifi
c ently adorned : the birds break out in loud songs of eq

tation, and c onc lude the dramawith their hymeneal.”
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The playwas performed 1n the A rchonship of Chabrias

B. C. 414. Ameipsiaswas first, with the Revellers A ris

tophanes second, with the Birds ; Phrynichus third, with the

M onotropos, or Recluse. (See the first imiOww, page
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N O T E S .

3. A Scholiast speaks of this word as A t

tic for 0171000760 ; and Suidas , c ited by Bothe, c onsiders it
as a c omic usage ; perhaps itmay be rendered, Why are we

4. N ews p
i

t
-

qr, to no pumose .

5, 6. T6 mum‘

s . F or the c onstruction of the

infinitive in sentences expressing exc lamation, see G. 104.

F or the forc e of the Aorist, see G. 23, l , N. 1. See also

Clouds, 268, note.

10. 7. 686671076. G. 52, 2.

11. 0
6

8 a henn a
-778m, Not even M aid“

could p er ceive the country henc e. G. 5 42, 3, N . 2 ; 5 53,
N. 8. The name of this person oc curs in two other plac es

of the play, lines 766 and 1612. He was often introduced

by the c omic writers, and satirized as a person of barbarian

origin, who had by fraudulent means got himself enrolled

among the Athenian citizens. Themeaning of the answer

of Peisthetairos, then, is, We are farther off than E xeke

stides : ev en he c ould not discern Athens fromthis spot.”

I twould puzzle E xekestides himself tomake out Athens
fromhere.

13. min 760 617060 0, he of the birds i. e. the bird- seller

or poulterer . The expression is like that applied to Hyper
bolus in the Clouds of»: 78 0 Mixmv, the dealer in

lamps. There is also an allusion here, and in line 16, to the

town of Orneae , in Argolis,whichwas destroyed by a com
bined forc e of Argiv es and Athenians, after a siege of one

day, in 416 B. 0. (two years before the exhibition of the

Birds) . See Thucyd.,
VI. 7, where the expression 87: re»

’

0pv¢6 0 oc curs. Thememory of this re c ent eventmade the
allusion particularly applic able . The explanation giv en by
the Scholiast that the two Athenians are made to sufi

'

er
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676 76 0 dpve
'

o v, bec ause
’

Op0707
'

is in Lac onia and the

Athenians had rec ently suffered a loss at M antinea is

impossible, fromthe c irc umstanc e that the people of
’

0pveal

assisted the Athenians at the battle of M antinea. See

Thucyd.
, V. 67

, and Arnold
’
s note.

14.

‘

O peka
‘

yxoksv, The poulterer Philoc rates, being
mad. Philoc rates would seemto hav e been well known as

a dealer in birds in the Athenian market. He is again ia
troduc ed by the Chorus (v . where a reward of one

talent is ofi
'

ered for any one who will kill him; for any one

who will take himaliv e, four talents his various offenc es

against the rac e of birds being enumerated.

15. 37000 776 ¢p7i0 670. G. 73, l ; § 27.

16. be 6pve
'

aw. This refers, of c ourse , to the fable
of themetamorphosis of Tereus into the E pops, or Hoopoo,
for which see Ov id, M etam.

, V I . 423
, seq. With regard to

the Hoopoo, or Huppoo, Cary (Prefac e to Translation of the

Birds) has the following note . A s this bird ac ts a princ i

pal part in the play, the readermay not be displeased to see

the following desc ription of it : A t Penyrhiw, the farmto
which this wild, uncultiv ated trac t is a sheep-walk, was
lately shot aHuppoo , a solitary bird, two being seldomseen

together , and in this kingdomvery unc ommon ; ev en in

Egypt, where c ommon, not v ery gregarious. Bewick’

s de

sc ription of it is v ery c orrec t. Upupa of Linnaeus, 1a Hupe
of Bud’

on. This bird is of the order of Pic ae ; its length

twelv e inches, breadth nineteen bill abov e two inc hes long ,
blac k, slender, and somewhat curv ed ; eyes hazel ; tongue

very short and triangular ; head ornamented with a c rest,

c onsisting of a double rowof feathers of pale orange c olor ,

tipped with black ; highest about two inches long ; neck

pale reddish brown, breast and bellywhite back, sc apulars,
and wings c rossed with broad bars of black and white ;
lesser c overts of the wings light brown, rump white the
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tail c onsists of ten feathers, eachmarkedwith white, which,
when c losed, assumes the formof a cresc ent, the horns
pointing downwards legs short and black. Crest usually

falls behind on its neck, exc ept when surprised, and then

erect, agreeing exac tlywith Pliny
’
s charac te r of it. Crista

v isenda plicatili, c ontrahens c amsubrigensque per longi

tudinemc apitis,
” whose annota tor, Dalecampius, mentions

another curious partic ular of this bird : N idumex sterc ore

humano praec ipue confic it.
” Bewick, Vol. I. 262 P lin.

Variorum, 688. In Sweden, the appearanc e of this bird is

vulgarly c onsidered as a presage of war, and it was forb

merly deemed in our c ountry a forerunner of some calam
ity.

’ Historical Tour through Pembrokeshire, by Richard
Fenton, E sq., p. 17. London, 4to, 1810. The particular

mentioned by Dalec ampius is observed by Ari stotle also,

who adds that the bird changes its appearanc e summer and

winter , asmost of the other wild birds do.

”
Von der M iihle

(Beitrage zur Ornithologie Griechenlands, p. 34) says of

the E peps, that it is found in great numbers in Greece , in
the month of September, butmore seldomin spring ; that
it is fond of the oleanders near the c oas t, &c .

What is the point of the phrase e
’

x raw677060 0, in this

plac e, has been a question. The Scholiast explains it mp
’

00600700 6867yap in 76 0 000710317100 ; i. e. instead of saying he

was changed fromaman to a bird, the poet giv es an unex

pected turn to the words and says, who became 0 birdfrom
the birds . Bergler

’

s Opinion is, Videtur v oc e 8pm
metaphoric e significare homines sup erbos aut loves et inc on»

stantes hoc sensu : ex homine superbo , aut lev i et incon

stante, fac tus est ales superbus, aut levis et inc onstans.

”

Perhaps the explanation of the Scholiast, and that of Berg
ler combinedwith the remark of Cary, that this is intend

ed as a stroke of satire on the levity of the Athenians,
"

may suggest the truemeaning of the poet, especially as the
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of the ac cusative of kindred signification. 20703. A com
mon name for slav es and servants of barbarian origin, par

ticularly Thrac ians ; here applied to a tragic poet named
A kestc r , on ac c ount of his being a foreigner. In the Gym
paedia it is the name of the c upbearer of King A styages.

32. «3037605707, is for c ing himself in i. e. is c onstantly

trying to thrust himself into the number of legal c itizens.

F or an ac c ount of the c are with which the rights and priv
ileges of c itizenship were guarded at Athens, see , besides

other works, Smith’
s Diet. of Gr. and Rom. Antiq.

, art.

Oivitas.

33. dwkf) mi 76067. F or the politic al meaning of these

terms, see Hermann’
s Staatsalterthiimer (Political Antiqui

ties) , 94
, and 97, 98 and Grote, Vol. III. Chap. 10.

34. 0 03000709. This partic iple applies par ticularly to the
sc aring away of birds, though used metaphoric ally to ex

press the ac t of frightening off, in general. in

the following line, is also used in a similar way and

nobo
‘

iv is a comic inc onsistencywith the prev ious expression.

He c ould say, using languagemetaphoric ally, Weflewaway

fromthe c ountry, but instead of adding with both wings, he
was obliged to substitute with both feet, they hav ing not yet

been ac c ommodatedwith the wings.

36. ixeimv, emphatically, “ that great c ity.

37. pp) 00. F or the use of this double negativ e, see G.

95, 3 ; 95, 2, N. 1 (b) .

38. Kai 600 170770 07, A nd c ommon to all — to pay

away their money in i. e. to waste money in lawsuits,
whic h is the more spec ific meaning of cia o-rim» G. 97

or 93
, 2. The poet ingeniously and wittily c ombines in

the ridicule of this line one of the great boasts of the A the

nians, namely, the liberality with whic h the c ity
’
s resourc es

for instruc tion and amusement were opened to all c omers

(for a particular detail of which see the funeral oration of



N O T E S . 121

Peric les in Thucydides, II. 35 — 46 ; and the Panegyricus

of Isoc rates, pp. 15, 16, Felton
’

s edition, and notes) , and

the noto rious love of litigation for which the Athenians
were so often reproached, andwhich Aristophanes exposed

with infinite spirit and drollery in the Wasps.”

39. 76777769. The chirping of the c icadae or 76777769 is

a subject of frequent allusion in the Greek poets, fromHo
mer down . See Iliad, I I I . 151, and note upon the passage .

F or a desc ription of the insec t, and the anc ient, though er

roneous, idea of its habits, see Aristotle, Hist. A n., Lib.

IV. 7. Partic ularly, he speaks of it as liv ing on dew,
epi c ? rpé¢wa¢, on which compare the Anac reontic ode,

N o . 32 - 8hi‘yn0 8p60 00 1760 0 776 9, Bamltebs 50 709 deiba s.
See also the note of Strack, pp. 182 and 183 of his German
translation of Aristotle . The manner in which the sound

c alled singing by Aristotle and the poets is produc ed, is
explained Lib. IV. c . 9. Swammerdamhas the following
sta tement : Cic ada duobus gaudet exiguis tympanis pecu
liar ibus, nostro auris tympano similibus, quae duarumope

c artilaginumlunatarumperc ussa, aeremita v ibrant ut soni

tu
-

s

'

inde reddatur .

”
Bib]. Nat , p. 504 ; c ited by Camus,

V ol. II. p. 230.

40.

’

E 1ri newspace» 68mm. Aristotle, Lib. V. 30, says

of the c icadas , 00 86 7677776 9 81700 pi) 86
'

08pa

he adds, There are none in the plain of Cyrene, but there

are many round the c ity, and chieflywhere there are olive

trees.

”

41. 760 8777730. See note to line 38.

44. 017110777000 , free fromtrouble, par ticular ly v exatious

lawsuits.
45 . 770078p006

'

076 87076 00771660 . F or the partic iple express
ing a c ondition, see G. 109, 6 ; 52

,
l . Dawes proposed

the present otaywoipeOa ; butwhen we c onsider that the idea
of the v erb may be c onc eived either as c ontinuous or as

11
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momentary, there seems no nec essity for any change, unless

upon the authority of some good manusc ript.
46, 47. 1 60 760. The repetition of the artic le,

before both the name and the further designation, empha
sizes them, the Tereus that anc ient Tereus, well known to

the Athenian people, who was c hanged into the E pops.
48 . 5, used adverbially, where he ha sflown i. e. if he

has ever seen suc h a c ity in all his trav els.

49, 50. mihat By a c ommon idiom, the
present is usedwith an adverb of the past to mean has been
doing and is still doing ; here, has been this long time talle

ing up . G. 10, l , N. 3 .

51. (bowepel 867x009, as if hewere showing than-

q) 00

txawev, 6 G. 109, N. 3 (b) . Sometimes themore
c omplete formchmrep 60 el is used in such expressions ; but

generallywe find only dwvrep. G. 53, N. 3.

52. Koim m’m. The c ombination of partic les in

tensifies the expression, There is not howthere are not ; i. e .

I tmust be that there are.

53 . 0 0760 0 7760. G. 50, 1. Observe the forc e of the

aorist in the subjunc tive to express a single ac t. The present

here would imply a repetition. See G., Rem. before 12.

54. olao
’

6 epam ; F or an explanation of this idiom,
see G. 84, N. 3. I t oc c urs frequently in the Attic writ
ers, espec ially the tragic poets. See Soph. Oed. Tyr.

,
543 ;

E urip. M ed.
, 605, &c . There seems to be a c ombination

of two phrases in one 0700’
b 86? 8p7

'

i0 07 8p00 00. The third
person of the imperativ e is also used in the same way. See

the same expression, v . 80. omel et m’

rpcw. The

Scholiast, c ited by Bothe, says there was a proverbial ex

pression among the bOyS, A09 70 0 776070: 75 nirpami 0 60 000707
70 apec a , Gi ve your leg to the rock and the birds will fad
not une themodern notion of catc hing birds by sprinkling
salt on their tails.
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v . 644. 7
’

po i} mas». R oga ida quae aides in

c rur ibus meis, quae testabuntur me esse av em timidam.

”

Bergler. The Scholiast says : A 67“ 88 737 into 706 66mm

68 . Another name, similarlyformed. Kai

70670 ins irra7§6 napt
‘

z 78 ¢a i060 60 7 0 15706 78 o xa
'

ip.

”
Sch.

Qui insuper etiam c acavit prae timore, ut prior ille.

”

Bergler .

69. 0 6. E uelpides turns upon the bird. m5 is emphatic,
but you .

70, 71.

'H77r')9777
’

Ah6x7p060os ; I t is stated by VOSS,

that after the Persian wars c ock- fighting was in troduc ed

into Athens, and that the birds were brought, as an artic le

of c ommerc e , fromIonia . The c onquered birdwas c alled

the boun c e. Voss, cited by Bothe. Becker (Char ic les , p. 64,

note 6, English translation) touches upon the subjec t, and

giv es the authorities. See also St. John’
s
.

M anners and

Customs of the An c ient Greeks, Vol. I. p. 190, and the ref

erenc es in the note , ih. The c onstruc tion of the genitive is

the same as after the c omparativ e tic -

crow, whic h is implied
by the v erb. The Sc holiast says Q ua 70670 60 r ats

0 0pBoha
'

7
'

s 760 a c t s 70757 1377086070 6 31760007 7079 060770)

73. 3x”. F or the Subjunc tive after a sec ondary

tense, see G. 44, 2.

74. ydp. The partic le implies the ellipsis of some
expression intimating surprise on the part of the speaker .

Here the spirit of it may be rendered by What I does a

bird, &.c .

75. ye is here an emphasizing partic le , implying that,
whatev er may be the case with others, E pops c ertainly, as

hav ing onc e been aman, c annot do without a servan t.

is an Imperfec t Partic iple . G. 16, 2. F or a n, see G.

109, N. 3 (a) .
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76. This name embrac es several small species

of fish, such as anchovies and sardines. F or an ac c ount of

them, see A r isto tle,Hist. A n., VI. 14, 2and 3. Ac c ording to
A rchestratos, in Athenaeus, those produced in the neighbor

hood ofAthens weremost highly prized. Chrysippus, c ited
by the same author, says that theywere used as artic les of

food only by the poorer c lasses of the Athenians, though in
other c ities those of an inferior quality were greatly ad

79. Tpoxt
'

hos. There is here a play upon the name, in
referenc e to 7p6

'

xw in the prec eding lines, the running

80. OZ 080 6 81160 00. See note to line 54.

84.

'

Or7 2777761173. A fter uttering these words,
the Trochilos disappears in the woods to wike up E pops,

and the dialogue continues between the two friends.

85. Kat ie' s Addressed to the Troc hilos as

he goes away. Thefear, in this and in the reply of Euel
pides, is c aused by the tremendous opening of the beak of

Trochilos. F or M om, see G. 82. (Compare v .

86. p.

’

07x6707, i. e. p07 oixefl u, unless, indeed, ofxoaatmay,
like dm

'

rym, be c onstruc tedwith an ac c usative of the person.

The latter is the v iew adopted by Kiihner (Jelf
’
s

548, Obs. l .

88. {7178 706 86007, v . 87. G. 109, 4.

90. yap. F or this partic le in questions, see K. 324, 2.

Here it is equivalent to then as, Where then is he

91. ap
’

is to be understood as spoken in an ironical tone.

at, what a bravefellowyou are I

92.
”
A rmye grad . The v oic e of E pops is heard,

giving orders, in a tone of ludic rous importanc e, to open, not

the door , but thewoods, that he, the king of the birds,may
c ome out.

95, 96. ot 0 6 . The usual formula of introduc ing

11 ‘
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the twelve gods (bywhich are meant the twelve princ ipal
gods in the Attic worship) is in the invoc ation of blessings ;

but here, as the commenta tors remark, the tone is suddenly

changed, and the ludicrous appearan c e of E pops, with his

enormous c rest and his feathersmoulted, extorts fromEuel
pides the exc lamation, that the twelve godsmust hav e been
afoul of him. E i

’

éaow See Clouds, 341 . F or

the Aorist Infinitive referring to the past, see G. 23
, 2.

97. ydp. The partic le here introduc es an explanation

of some idea to bemental ly supplied, such as,
“ Don’

t laugh,
O strangers,for I was onc e a man .

”

99. Tel The jest c onsists in saying, We are

not laughing at you your beak seems to us ridic ulous.

”

100, 101. Tamara q e
'

a . The subjec t of themew
morphosis of Tereus and Procne appears to hav e been treat
ed by the tragic poets more than onc e . A Scholias t says

that Sophoc les employed it first, and Philoc les, who is al

luded to in the present play (v . handled it afterwards.

There are remaining ten or a dozen fragments of the play
of Sophoc les, the largest of which contains twelv e lines.

See Dindorf
’
s Poetae Sc enic i, Fragmenta 511 526. The

poet, who was an ardent admirer ofAeschylus and Sopho

c les, yet takes oc c asion tomake a good
- humored hit at both

of them.

102. 8pm 777739 , The first means either bird in gen

eral, or spec ific ally c ook or hen . Something like the spirit

of the question may be
“

giv en by rendering it, A re you a

c ock or a p eac ock but the reply of E pops takes the word
in its general sense .

105. 0 6070 . M entitur , says Bothe, sed c oramhomi
nibus urbanis, quibus quidv is ej usmodi v idetur persuaderi
posse .

” W ith regard to the plumage of E pops, the Scholi

ast says, Hap
’

80 00 50053707709 ifehhhvdg pr} 6x0 0 m6p7
‘

7 whi p

vi) : ac¢a s e

’m-

epo pe
'mc apn ea ,

”
r eferring to the manner in

which the ac tor personated E pops.
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120. Tai
‘

n
’
. A c ommon c onstruc tion 8727mam.

Clouds, 3 19.

121 7700 in c ase you should have some c ity

to tell us of: G. 53 , N. 2.

122. iyxar axhwv
'

jvmpal flamjv, soft to rep ose in. G. 93, 2.

The idiomof the Greek here c orresponds exac tly with the
English.

123 . Kpavaa
‘

iv. The epithet here applied to Athens has
been variously explained : 1. A s deriv ed fromthe anc ient

mythical king, Kranaos. 2. A s referring to the ro cky sur

fac e of Attica . The latter is c learly its meaning in many
plac es here it is a jesting antithesis to unhealthy.

125, 126.

’

Ap70 70xpa762007u B86h75770p07. There

are two points intended to be made here. First, the impu
tutic o of aristoc racy, which at Athens, as well as in republi

c an Franc e , was an effic ientmeans of terror ; and, sec ond,

a pun on the name of Aristoc rates, the son of Skellias.

This person was a man of muc h distinc tion at Athens, who
passed through many v ic issitudes in his life, for which his
name is used as an illustration by Soc rates in the Gorgias

of Plato, p. 472, A. (See Woolsey
’
s note to the passage.)

He was a member of the oligarc hic al party, and belonged
to the gov ernment of the Four Hundred. In B. C. 407he

was assoc iated with Alc ibiades as one of the c ommanders
of the Athenian land for c es. The next year, he was one of

the generals who were brought to trial and put death after

the battle of A rginousae . He is mentioned by Demosthe
nes, in Theoc rin.

, p. 1343
,
4 ; by Xenophon, Hellenic a, I.

4
,
5 7 and bymany others. F or 667m: 62(may, see G.

113
,
N. l .

127. The interrogativ e and indefinite thus

c ombinedmean, What sort of a c ity, 830.

128. 37700 sir, is a protasis,with the preceding line

understood as the apodosis. G. 61, 4.
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129. npqi, ea rly.

131.

'
0170 9 1707360 67. F or the elliptical use of 8170 9 with

the future indie. in exhortations, see G. 45, N. 7. See

Clouds, v . 257. Bothe remarks : Hac formula v el simili
apud Graec os utebantur illi, qui aliqueminv itabant ad c on

v iv iumquo sensu Latini quoque dic ere solebant hodie apud

me sis volo , v el una simas.

”

132. ydpov s, to give a marri age-feast, the

c onstruc tion being the c ognate ac c usative . F or an ac c ount

of marriage- feasts, see St. John, Anc ient Greeks, Vol. I I .
pp. 19, 174. F or the marriage c eremonies in general, see
Becker’

s Charic les, Sc ene XII.
, and Exc ursus to the same.

I saeus, De Ciron . Hered.
, 5 9, has the expression, Kai yé

c l 8777069 imip 706709 i) pij ,
”
in speaking of the

proofs of a marriage . See Schomann’

s notes to 9
, and

to 18.

133. 00800739 170760 119. G. 86.

134. M 6 77777767. The Scholiast says this line is a
witty perv ersion of the proverb against those who do not

v isit their friends in time of trouble ; the prov erb being
M i) pm761

"

fl ags, 670 0 “ pi t
-

70» 77076 59, Do
‘

not c ome to

me then, when I amdoing well.” G. 61, 3 .

135. 7030 717651700,miserable, ironic ally applied.

136. 8a i. F or the forc e of this partic le, see Kuhner,
315, 7. Tocoi

’

rrwv, such not referring , ac c ording to the

general usage, to the prec eding, but to the following, enu

moration of objec ts to be desired. See K. 303
,
R . 1.

137 142. The Scholias t, in speaking of the wishes of

the two old Athenians, says
‘

O 060 709 769 70 0 77039 77104109

36061770, 6 as re. aio-

xpcls I t is suffic ient to say of

the passage, that it is one of many in Aristophanes founded
upon the unnatural v ic eswhic h (unknown to Homer)marked
the soc ial morals of the historical anc ients, and the inc rease
of which, in progress of time, ac c elerated the downfall of
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both Greec e and Rome. The subjec t is partially illustrated

in Becker’

s Charic les. I t is also disc ussed in its bearings

upon the population of the anc ient states by Zumpt, in an

able essay entitled, fiber den Stand der Bevolkerung und

die Volksv ermehrung im A lterthum,” pp. 13 17. See

also, in the Classical Studies, pp. 314 354, Frederick
Jac obs on the “ M oral Education of the Greeks,

”
and note,

pp. 411 413 .

143 . 7730 77077650. Genitiv e of exc lamation.

145. naps 873 07700. There is probably here some
allusion to the profligate manners of the Orienta ls, like those
of Sodomand Gomorrah. Bothe c ites, in illustration of

this v iew, Herod. II I . 101, and adds : Id quidemc erts

signific are voluit (i. e. Aristophanes) , amores istos nefandos

barbaris digniores esse quamGraec is.
”

146, 147.

‘Hp
'

iv S ahapwia. The Athenians had
two sac red triremes, called the Paralos and the Salaminia,
which were used on a variety of public oc c asions, and their

c rews were paid highwages at the public expense. (See
Boeckh

’

s Public Ec onomy of the Athenians, Book II.
Chap. 1 [They were sent on the theoria , and sometimes
carried ambassadors to their plac e of destination. The

Salaminia was employed, as itwould appear fromthis pas

sage and fromthe remarks of a Scholiast on it, to bring to
Athens persons ordered thither for trial. The Paralos was
sometimes used for the same purpose . There is also here a
spec ial allusion to the re call of Alc ibiades on a charge of

hav ing mutilated the sta tues of Hermes, he hav ing already

departed with the armament for the Sic ilian Expedition.

Thucyd. V I . 53 : Kai Karahapfidmvm 750 20107770700 0060 677

7730 1 070030 677000 00 6177
'

76
'

Ahxcfi77i8qv, (ins x6h660 0070 9 duc al-R670

dnohoyia v i) n o
'

h s 606x7ih67, x. 7. h. See also Thirlwall’s
History of Greec e, Vol. III. pp. 390, seq. and Grote, Vol.

VII. Chap. 58. xhqr ijp
’

. This termwas c ommonly ap
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157, 158. fid avr iov 77738713070. The idea of liv ing

without a purse, that is, without money, immediately sug

gests the other idea of falsification or adulteration of the

c oin ; and so the word 7773871170 is naturally used in ameta
phorical sense for fraud or dishonesty.

159 161. 126776060 80 fiiov. F or an acc ount of

the festivities and rejoic ings in c elebration ofmarriage, see
St. John’

s work above c ited, Vol. II. pp. 18, seq. Bethe

quotes, in illustration, fromOvid, Fasti, IV. 869,
“ 00q

sua dominae date grata Sisymbria myrto.

164. ”tomes. Observe the partic ular forc e of the aorist,

If you listen tomya dvice not generally, but in the partic

ular ease nowto be considered. The same spec ific limita
tion is to be noted in the repetitions of the word in the

following line.

165. Ti 0 70757760 9 G. 88 . 5 77 1716710 66 (80 6pw7076) ;
is the same question in an indirec t form. G. 71.

166. M 1) 17670176760 06 . G. 86. (See V .

167. A il-rim, j ust for example. o io0 607960 9, says the

Scholiast.
168.

’

E xe
‘

7
‘

wap
’

there (i. e. at Athens, whenc e we
have just fled) among us,men, or Athenians. 7069 0 67

-

0776

0009, ac cusative for genitiv e with trepi ; illustrated by the

Scholiast, who c ites a similar c onstruc tion fromHomer.

The phrase is used in applic ation tofl ighty persons.
169. Tchias. Ac c ording to the Scholiast, he was a per

son much ridiculed for his inc onstant charac ter and his

infamous v ic es.
170.

”
A vepmros 571079, ac cording to Bethe 8p07

'

3670 : 60

Gpomos, a man - bird.

173. Ti 80 7707077760 ; G. 52, 2, N.

175.

”
A 190“ , Ha sayest thou so ? See Clouds, 841.

176. Kai 66. F or the various senses in which these two

partic les are used in c onnec tion , see Hartung, Vol. I. pp. 253,
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254. The spirit of the expression may be rendered here

by We”then.

178. 61 87007p0¢60 0pag if I shad get 0 M id either a

twisted neck or a squinting eye. G. 50, 1, N. 1.

180. mil es. Thisword is used in various senses as a

sc ientific term. Here, it has its popular meaning of sky,

heavens, vault of the heavens. I t is intro duc ed partly for

the punning allite ration between mi

kes,mil es, and uoke
'

iaoac,

in this and the following lines.
181.

'
0 0776p 611707. G. 5 50, 2, N. 1.

184. G. 50, 1.

186. 0 071060 0 0, locusts. This refers to themin the char»
acter bf birds, which would naturally give themdominion
ov er the insec ts.

187. M al ay. F or the particulars of the transac tion
here alluded to, see Thucydides, Lib. V. 84 116. I t took

plac e B. C. 416. See Isoc rates, Panegyricus, p. 32 (F el
ton

’
s edition) , and note.

189. a.Bovha
'meda . G. s 51.

190. Baum-

009 0170077600 . The princ ipal route from
Attica to the northern parts of Greec e lay through Boeotia.

Without the permission of the Boeotians, the Athenians
c ould not easily c onsult the orac le of the Pythian Apollo.

193. ms xciovs. The word chaos is used here, as in the
Clouds several times, in the sense of the air or

properly, the surrounding void but not in the modern
sense of the termchaos. See Clouds, 424, 627.

196, 197. M 0 1m. E pops, in his ludic rous delight

at the proposal and its immense benefits to the race of the

birds, breaks into exc lamations and oaths which have a

comic al relation to his position as a bird. Observe the use

of the negative 06, followed by a sentencewhich also implies
a negative ; for whic h see K iihner, 317, 4. mtikar,
Ac c ording to a Scholiast, a v ery light spec ies of netwas so

u
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called. M r) 7777000 0 . There is something very un

usual in the hypothetical negative in this plac e. The

c ommentators have not generally notic ed it, with the ex

c eption of Bethe, who says, Ellipsis v erbi éfesrkéyqv v el

c ujusdamsimilis, vereor ut unquam c aflidius c ommentum
audiverim.

”
But themeaning, with this c onstruc tion,would

be the Opposite to that giv en by Be the and require d by the
sense , I amafraid lest I have heard (N E audiverim, no t
UT audiverim) whereas E pops c learlywishes to say, with
more or less direc tness, that he never heard a better scheme .

This would seemto require p r) 0 07: 677000 0 . G. 46, N . 5 .

The grammarians also seemgenerally to hav e ov erlooked

the pec uliarity of the c onstruc tion. The editors of the new
edition of Passew’

s Lexic on, howev er, refer to this and to

other similar passages as examples of a rare use of 073
independent sentenc es c ontaining a protestation or oath 776
in independent sentenc es being regularly c onfined to probi

bitions and expressions of a wish. The following examples
(besides the present one) are c ited in Passow, s. v . p i

”
10 70 000 2609 00769, 6

'

p7
'

78001ro 9 1760 79
"Hpqs,

M r) 060 707: 7170 070 70 0005) 60 07x60 6707 a
'
hke s

Tpcimw, 07001 0 6
'

(01707 8700176p6
‘

9 dyh0 76
'

7

'

0 6a7. — I l. X. 330.

000 7086 74070 00p0 069,

M r) 87
'

6000 267070 1100 67860 0 6000 7
'

x60 0

111700 7067Tpriicis 76 mi "E xr opa . I l. XV. 36 42.

M 0 700 mi 0
'

6
’

ych xa rak e
'

i xapa i. A r istOph.

Lysistr. 917.

M 0 700 if if a n) “ xkqpovpévr) , 777) "yd: 0
’

A ristoph. Ec c les. 1000.

I t would be difficult to explain all these passages c en

sistently by assuming the ellipsis of a leading v erb.

199. E l 60 080770737 6p06079, If the other birds should

agree to it. Note the forc e of £60 in composition.
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imperativ e of other v erbs in the adv erbial sense of doing

quickly what the other v erbs signify. Here,fly quickly.

F or the Opposite construc tion Of thep artic iple of 00677with

the imperativ e of another v erb, see G. 109, N. 8 ; and

Liddell and Sc ott, s. v . 73060 .

247. tampons. This epithet of the 6

'

011
-1869 is explained

by the Scho liast 88008000 073 shamly singing but it is

much more natural to refer it, with Bergler, to the sharp

probosc is. The insec t is found by travellers in Attica as

annoying nowas itwas in the days ofAr istophanes. The

reader will remember the problemof the singing of the

empis, in the Clouds, 157, seq. The bite of the empia is
very troublesome and painful, in the beautiful summer nights
of Athens. A pair of thick woollen stockings worn ov er

the hands and wrists, I found a good defenc e. Their sing

ingmust be patiently home. The insec t is mentioned sev

eral times in Aristotle’
s Hist. A n.

251. Aristotle, Hist. A n., IX. 19, alludes to

the plumage of this bird, which is probably the moor -hen

or hazel- hen. St. John (Hellenes, Vol. II. p. 152) says :

Among the favorite game of the Athenian gourmands was
the attagas, or franc olin, a little larger than the partridge,
variegatedwith numerous spots, and of c ommon tile c olor,

somewhat inc lining to red. I t is said to hav e been intro
duc ed fromLydia into Greec e, andwas found in extrao rdi

nary abundanc e in the M egaris.
”
See also note to the

plac e, with referenc es to the authorities for various Opinions.
257. 67767, as Perfect. G. 10, 1, N. 4.

— 8p7;sds, Sharp ,

c rafty. I t is used in a comic sense.

267, 268. dp
’

7770015777009. The partic le is slightly
inferential, then i. e . sinc e I have been gaping up into

the sky, and c an see none. The charadrios is mentioned
by Aristo tle sev eral times. I t appears to hav e been a spe

c ies of plever called the goldp lever . The voic e of the bird is
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harsh and disagreeable , and perhaps the imitatingmentioned
by E uelpides is a back

- handed c ompliment to the singing of

E pops ; this is also supported by the word e
’

ira
‘

iCe, which
does not desc ribe amelodious sound.

270. am 3pxe
‘

ra t . The ac c umulation of partic les
is expressiv e of the c omic astonishment of Peisthetairo s at

the flaming appearanc e of the bird just arriv ed, Sure

enough, here I S a bird c oming now But the phoenic opte

ros exc ited astonishment not only by his brilliant plumage .

He was a rare bird, hardly ever seen in the latitude of

Greec e . Fuit inter rarissimas A thenis av es.

”
Be the .

V on der
i

M iihle (in his monograph, c ited above, upon the

birds of Greec e , p. 118) states that he was unable to learn

anything of the existenc e of the phoenicOpteros in Greec e,

but thought it impossible the bird should be wanting there,
sinc e itwas found on the Adr iatic c oast, in Asia M inor, on
the Caspian Sea, and on theWolga, between whic h regions

Greec e is situated. He adds, that he sawsome which were
brought fromSmyrna . This passage in Aristophanes shows
that the abov e -mentionedwriter was c orrec t in inc luding the
phoenic opteros among the birds of Greec e. Heliodorus
(Aethiopic a, Lib . VI. c . 3) introduc es one of the personages

in the story c arrying, by c ommand of Isias, his mistress,
a phoenic opteros of the Nile (3pmv fwdmirror, (in cipt

'

is, N ec

M
‘
Bov ¢owtx67rr epov) .

271 . 0 6 map , I i is not surely a p eac ock? The

whole tone of the dialogue shows how unusual a sight the

bird was to the Athenians and the reply of E pops is in the

spirit of one who is determined to make themost of a great
c uriosity.

272. 051 09 05769, i. e . E pops, this one himself ; pointing
to the bird.

274. Rtpuaios. Applied to birds, this epithet signifies,

not waterf owl, as it is inc orrec tly translated by Liddell
12
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and Scott, and generally in the v ersions, but these birds

whic h haunt the water’s edge and are known by the generic

274, 275. (powu uoiir matmxdm'

cpor. The pun here

may be preserved by rendering cpomxévmpoc flamingo, the
name of the family to which he belongs Howhandsome
dflaming , naturally,for his name isflamingo.

276. c i m Construc tedwithme, or some suc hword,
to be supplied.

277, 278 . N 1) dpcfidmr ; The first line is said, by

the Scholiast, to be a parody on Sophoc les (the beginning of
the Tyre) and the second froma passage in Aeschylus.
The Mace: is the same as the nepmxbc 3pmin v . 485 .

”

g;

'

O xemrédns f orearmr ip oi min-
recs ml 01 frown

-

o i.
”
Sch.

The desc ription, originally applied to a charac ter in A es

chylus, is here transferred to the stru tting cock.

280. 6m xuniykov . The Scholiast says :
'

0 : f ai r M ir

door the irrl re arch ) érrl napfihwv dxovpe
'mv 3e 177r cSv whip”

ifcidcp.

”
c iae

'

srr ar o ,flewin.

281.

”
E r cpo c ofrrocn

'

. The pun here turns upon
themilitarymeaning of A6¢ov xaf eckmfm'as, having oc c up ied a

hill and here , having got a c rest. See note to v . 295 .

283 - 285.

’

AH’

Kan t“ . In answer to the ques
tion of Peisthetairos, whether there is another E p0p8,

the question being put in a tone of some surprise, the poet

takes oc casion to make a. hit at several persons. Philoc les,

the poet, who imitated Sophoc les in his play of Tereus, has
already been mentioned. E pops means to say that the

present bird is not the genuine E pOps, but only an imitation,
like that in Philoc les and as he himself is, as it were , the
father of the E pops in Sophoc les, so hemay be said to be,

in the same way, the grandfather of this one. A nd this

suggests the Athenianmode of naming children, uponwhich
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the Protagoras, the sc ene of which is laid at the house of

Callias ; and the Apology (p. 20A) ,where Callias is spoken
of as dvdpi, 6: r ere

'

hexe xpvipa ra o o¢wr air nheico 515mm “ of

du c t. He is said to hav e been reduc ed to great destitution,

and finally to hav e died a beggar . The particulars of the
history, and all the immrtant fac ts respec ting their wealth,
hav e been c arefully c ollec ted by Boeckh (Public Economy
of the Athenians, Book IV. Chap. See also Xenophon’

s

Hellenica, IV. 5, 13 ; Aristo tle
’
s Rhet. III. 2. I n many

respec ts the familywas one of themost famous, as well as
one of the oldest, in Athens. c l. Wemight have
had 8)p 80 62. G. 53, N. 3 .

286. mepofifive
‘

c
‘

, he is moulting and in this respec t re
sembles Callins, or is a Callias . The next two lines c on

tinue the allusions in the same v ein .

287, 288.

‘
A r e m-

epd. The syc ophants atAthens
were the pest of soc iety. N 0 age or charac ter or public
servic es shielded aman ofwealth fromtheir attacks. Aris
tephanes holds themup to r idicule and reprobation in sev

eral of his piec es, and the other c omic writers lost no oppor

tunity of exposing their prac tic es. They figure largely in

the remains of the Attic orators. On ac c ount of his noble

bir th, his high rank
, and his wealth, Gallias was an inv iting

objec t to thesemisc reants, and his v ic es fac ilitated the suc

c ess of their machinations. 06mm. The allusion here is

to the lic entiousness which notoriouslymarked the life of

Gallias (see above) . F or an div, see G. 109, N. 3 (a ) .

In the following passage, all the birdswhich c onstitute the

chorus make their appearanc e . M any Of them it is not

possible to identifywith existing spec ies. Oatophagas, for

instanc e, the glutton, is said not to hav e been the spec ific

name of any bird at all, though that does not seemquite
probable . The Cleonymos, to whomthis bird is c ompared,
is the one mentioned in a similar way in the Clouds (see
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v . 353 and note) as a shield-dropper , and elsewhere as a

c oward and sensualist. I t is in referenc e to the former that
E uelpides asks why he did not c ast ofi

"his c rest (v .

292. a t i G. 109, 6 ; 52, l .

293, 294. 200 3: new; Peistheta iroswonders at the
c rests of the birds, and immediately c alls to mind the prac tice
fashionable among the young Athenians of entering the bias
has, or double c ourse, armedwith c rested helmets. A great
v ariety of rac eswere run over the Blanke t . The armed rac es,

ofwhich that alluded to by Aristophanes in this plac e was
one, formed a part of several panegyr ica l festiv ities. F or a

fi ll ac c ount of them, see Krause , Gymnastik und A gonistik

der Hellenen, pp. 777, seq. In a note to thatwork (p.

the author remarks that the armed race appears but seldom
on the antique monuments of art. There is one beautiful

representation of it found in the Berlin c ollec tion of v ases,

ofwhich the following is in part a desc ription. On the

inner side appears a runner , taking v igorous strides, hav ing

a large round shield in his left hand the right is in v iolent

motion, as are both hands of the runners in other works of

art ; the head is c overed with a helmet. On the shield is

a rac er figured in the same mnaner , exc ept that he holds
the shield in his right hand,

”
etc . See also the plate , Tab.

VII. b, F ig. 14, b, c , d, of the same work.

294, 295.

”
0mmoi d es oixoiiorw.

“ H«in in iri

‘rpats g
'

inow im‘

p defibrillator, hin hcitpov ixwmv ini 76 a xpavéir .

”

Schol. The pun here, as in v . 281, turns upon the double

meaning of “ thee, a hill, or a crest. The Carians are said

to hav e been the first to use the crest ; whenc e Alcaeus,
hétfiov r e traitor Kapuco

'

v. (Strab. X IV . p . Strabo and

Herodotus (I. 171) attribute to themtwo other inv entions,
that of devi c es on shields (aqpeia, e

’

wicmpa) , and that of han
dles (exam) to shields. The question whether the Carians
originated on the c ontinent of Asia or on the islands of the
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A egaean was disputed in antiquity ; the Carians maintain
ing the former , and the Cretans and most others the latter.

(Herod. I. But the anc ient authorities are hopelessly
c onfused and inc onsistent : Herodotus, who giv es what he
cal ls the Cretan v ersion, disagrees entirely with Thucydides

(I. 4) and both disagree with Strabo (XIV. p. who

giv es what he c alls themost current v ersion (6 pdkwa
’

spo

Diodorus Sic ulus and Pausanias , on the other

hand, seemto hav e followed the Carian ac c ount : they dis
ag ree, Of c ourse, entirely with the former authorities, and
they are not perfec tly c onsistentwith eac h other . (See Died.

V. 84 and 53 ; Pausan. VII. 2— 4 ; Conon. N arrat. In

the historic times,we find the Carians only on the Continent ;
and in their various wars with the Persians and the Greeks,
they seemto hav e been famous for eluding their enemies by
oc c upying the hills (Helm) of their mountainous c ountry,

and for harassing invaders who v entured into the interior.

See Thucyd. III. 19, who says (speaking of an attempt
made by Lysikles with an Athenian army to c ollec t money
in this region in 418 B. Kai r ip Kapt

'

ar c
’

x M voiiwor dvafii c

8nd 703 M a tdvdpev n eaiev pixpt r oii S a rdieu hdtpo v , émflqte
'mr

rawKapa
‘

iv ml ’

A vau r ¢fw0 1576: f t eta cpdeiper a tmi r i p dhhqr er pa
was nohhei. In fac t, the Athenian s appear to hav e never

been masters Of more than the c oast of Caria, if we may
judge fromthemention of Kapia 1) ch em, among their

tributaries at the beginning of the Peloponnesianwar . (See

Thucyd. II.

296, 297. Sc ott dpvéaw,
’ Of the use of Randy here

Bethe says it is c omic e dic tumpro « 765009 i. e . instead

of saying howgreat a multitude 'of birds, he says howgreat

an evil of birds, equivalent to some such expression as

What a pother of birds Wha t a p laguy lot of birds I

298. f r)» (te ases , the entrance i. e . through which the

personages of the chorus entered the orc hestra. See Clouds,
326, and note. pp. 136, 137.
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irregular haste, they run p ipp ing and chattering towards the

stage, so that E ue lpides, full of astonishment, exc laims
’

Ioi; lei: 769 epw
'

o v,

'

Ioii lei) f air xoqrixm'

Oia mmrlfevmml rpixevmOmexpaycir c c .

Amanifest proof that the Parodes was sporadic .

The male birds, ac cording to this arrangement, are wep
Bcé, (if -111769, memoir, ”mikes, xepvwc, fl air, virpes, “pas, min
xvf, c

’

M pénwc , xepxm'c , Bpimjr the females, dhxvdw, fl u ff,

ult ra, rptmlw, inroavpir, neptmpd, the-rm, xefihimvpcs, mfl vph ,

mhvpfiis, tipn‘
ehis, Mm) .

303. TI: yhafm
’

1 06-m? rh o
-

ye The Scholiast says : na

pocpia e
’

rrl r o
‘

iv p it
-mt imampwdrnwfwd ir i re

'

ir upoiamipxeve 'w

oiov c
'

i fl : is A i-yismp e'i
'mv 61 074701, i, iv M aria xpdxor . So

in English, to carry coal: to Newc astle. The poet alludes

also to the owl upon the Attic coins, whenc e the expression

7hai
'mec Aavpmn xal. See V . 1099, and note.

308. 76 1! xfl n
’

xew. Genitive of exc lamation. This bird

is singled out in the exc lamation on ac c ount of its c lamorous

312. w wwom fl. The c hirping of the birds is in

tended to be expressed by this stammering pronunc iation ;
and so in the next line but one.

313. trike ; mipetpt. G. 10, 1, N. 3.

316. Ame Royce
-
ré, two acute reasoners. There is also

a referenc e to the board of he'yte
'
rai at Athens, to whomthe

magistrates on leaving offic emust render their ac counts. On

the duties of the hoyma i and their relations to the similar
board of eseum, see Boeckh

’
s Public Ec onomy of the Atbo

ninus, Book II. Chap. 8 ; Hermann’

s Politic al Antiquities
of Greec e, 5 154 ; Schemann’

s Assemblies of the A theni

ans, p. 279.

317. Boil The questions of the chorus, and indeed the
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whole tone of the dialogue, will remind the reader of the

opening sc enes in the Oedipus at Colonos of Sophoc les.

Perhaps the poet intended a slight raillery upon the some
what melodramatic mannerismof the tragic choruses on

their first appearanc e in a piec e, of which that of the Oedi

pus at Co lonos was a spec imen.

319.

"
e rev neho piev . A comic imitation of tragic

pomp of expression. npe
'

pvov, the bottom, or the root.
320.

’
0 leapapr é v. Observe the c onstruc tion of

the partic iple afte r an exc lamation, 0 then who hast done
wrong ! Bethe says : Dixit significante r et ridi
c ule, quia v ita aviumet animantiumnihil aliud esse v idetur

quamnuu'itus. The word, however, is applied in the same
waywhere no ridic ule is to be supposed.

321 eosqegc . The aeristwith the prohibitiv e negative

pf; limits the ac t to the single c ase. G. 86.

322. rag a. fvvewrla c, this soc iety here the soc iety

of the birds .

323 . 7
’

has an emphasizing forc e.

326. Hpeacbdpcfi
’

imiflopev. Observe the interchange
of the tenses, passing in the same c onstruc tion fromthe per
feet to the aorist, ac cording as the act or state is to bemore
or less prec isely limited.

329. Grower tipxaievs. The Scholiast says :
‘

Os retiree

mepoflempivev airro
'

ir re pi) c ursive ; dwfipénmr.
”
Gee-

poi seems
to hav e been an older expression than viper, henc e it is gen
erally applied to the laws of Drac o : even these, howev er,
are sometimes called whim. The chorus give a mock grav
ity to their charge against E pOps by employing a word
assoc iated with the anc ient traditions of the Athenian
legislature.

334. refir ov
,
this one i. e. E pops.

335. bosom. The aorist infinitive here refers to the

future, and not to the past ; as 80e not means it p lease:me,
13
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and not it seems to me. See G. 23, 2, N. 4. (Compare
Clouds , v . 1141 and G. 23, 2, N.

336. ripe , therefore expressing the logical inferenc e

fromthe threatening language of the birds. We are dead

men, then.

338. ixe
'

ifiev, thenc e i. e. fromA thens . dxohoq r.

The present here implies, not the single ac t of following
fromAthens, but the permanent condition of an attendant.

339. d éoqu . The idiomatic use of this spec ific word,
in a general sense, gives oc casion to the joke in the next

line — howls 3x0” . See G. 109, N. 8.

340. resen t s. h oras. The ac cusativ e c onstr uc tion

here is the same as in the Clouds, 24 : aga in a t

342.

”
E zra -f, &c . Expressions borrowed frommilitary

language in drawing out an army fbr attack.

345, 346. oipéC
'

ew, Ooiivm. Observe the change of tense

in the infinitiv es ; the present indicating the c ontinued or

repeated ac t, the aorist limiting the signification to the sin,

gle thing. The groaning is naturally c ontinuous and re

peated ; the giving food to the beak is v iewed as a single

and finished transac tion.

35 1. no t
“

; xépas. The taxiarchs, in the military
systemof the Athenians,were of the next grade to the c ape

r rryoi, being ten in number, one for eac h tribe. Eac h tr ibe
furnished a rests, of infantry, and the wife“ : were severally

under the c ommand of these offic ers ; the rightwing 16

86569 xe
’

pas was the post of honor in battle (see Herod.
VI. and as such originally it. was the right of the

polemarch to hold it. F or the general discussion of the

subj ec t, see Schemann, A ntiquitatis J uris Publici Graeco
rum, pp. 251 256.

— 1roi3 (hiya ; G. 88.

353 . yap implies an answer to the previous question ;
here, 3188, for how, &c . F or a éx¢vyeiu, see G. 42, 2,

Note ;
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into which the guestsmight dip their bread, lettuc e, fish, or

other v iands before eating them. See Smith’

s Diet. of Gr.

and Rom. Antiq., A r t. A c etabulum, where there is a figure

of the c up. See also Athenaeus, II. p. 67 To aexdpem
a im) (i. e. f t 8609) dyye

’

iov 55 6m». The v inegar
- c up was

to be used as a sort of shield for the eyes .

360, 361. pqxami
'

s. Aristophanes never loses
an Opportunity to make a jest at the expense of Nic ias.

Ac c ording to Thucydides (Lib. III. c . 51) Nic ias was sent

against the island of M inoa, near M egara, to cut off the Pel

oponnesians fromthe use of this port. He ac c omplished
the objec t by the skilful application ofmilitary engines. In

the siege of M elos he is said also to have resorted to similar
measures. He thus bec ame famous more for this spec ies

of strategy than for boldness of c onduc t in the field.

Ympaxovrifm, you overshoot, surpass by the same figure

of speech which we constantly use in English.

362.

‘

Ekekckcfi ixpijv. The firstword the Scholiast
calls ini¢0eypa frol qwtdv, a warlike shout. adder, lower or

p resent heal: i. e. like a spear .
— ot»pit t a»ixpfiv. G. 49, 2,

N. 3.

366. 1439 yvmxic , i. e. Procne, or the nightingale, daugh

ter of the mythical Pandion, king of Athens. dwkér a,
tr ibesmen. The division of the Athenians into tribes,

phratriac , and gentes is familiar to all. I t was c ommon to
designate individuals by words expressiv e of their relations,
both for the purpose of identific ation, and because the rights
of c itizenship were legally c ertified to by the registers.

367. M eow. Ac c ording to Petit, there was an anc ient

lawprov iding for the killing of wolves ; much like modern
laws in newc ountries, offering bounties for sc alps and skins

of wild beasts, and sometimes ofmen. St. John (Vol. I.
p. 227) says : The wolf, though a sac red animal in Attica,
had by the laws 9. price set upon his head, atwhic h M enage
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wonders, though the Egyptians also slaughtered their sacred

c roc odiles when they exc eeded a c ertain size.

”

370. Btbégowes. Future expressing purpose. G. 109, 5.

372. minn ow, grandfathers. F or the sake of c omic ef

fect, put for anc estors in general, as in serious disc ourse

fa thers is used. (so. G. 42, 4.

373 - 378.

’

AM
’

xpi’pa
‘ra . E pops, like a wise bird,

quotes the maxims of the philosophers. F as est et ab

haste doc et i,
”
is the Latin c ommonpiace to the same point.

yep introduc es the general reflec tion, which c onta ins the

justification of the prev ious remark, in the abstrac t ; and

then the princ iple involved is shown prac tic ally by the ia

stanc es. ifq yt ao
'

ev. F or the idiomatic use of the aorist,

see Clouds, 520, note , in the new edition. G. 30, l .

A i r ix
’

, for example. See v . 167. Emmi». Exempla
sunt ex historia A theniansiumpetita, apud ques, Xerxe

fugato, Themistoc les efi
'

ecit, ut urbsmuris c ingeretur, aedifi
c aretur Peiraeus, et quotannis v iginti triremes c onstrueren

tur.

” Bothe. mi c paxpais, naves longas i. e . ships of
war . iridiumroi

'

rro, this lesson.

379. cixoiic at . The ao rist infinitive is properly used here

on ac c ount of the ac tion intended to be expressed being a

single one, i. e. limited to the hearing in the present case.

381. xakav, to be yielding , the proper meaning of the

present infinitiv e.
—

”
A va7

’

in} c urator 3013 mida, retreat,

385. meta , lower there being no longer any need of

suc h defenc es.

386. sen te nc e. In appositionwith 86pm
388. «is-howc

’

i , within the arms i. e . the pot and the

bowls, being plac ed on the ground, formas it were a c amp,
within the line of whic h Peisthetairos deems it expedient

that they should still keep themselves. This he thinks will
be a sufi eient sec urity, provided they still keep a sharp eye

13
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upon the tr00ps of the birds bywatching over the edge of

the pot.

390. mi dwxwéov yg
'

ir. G. 114, 2.

391. 6» b
’

dp
’

, and if then. here is a slightly inf»

catial partic le. If then, i. e. in consequenc e of what you

393. Kepapetxds. Those who fell in battle were buried
with public honors, and at the public expense, in the bury

ing
-

ground called the Kepapetxdr, without the c ity. I t was
customary to appoint some distinguished c itizen to pro

nounc e a eulogy. The well- known example of the dis

c ourse pronounc ed by Peric les, on the Athenians who fell
in the first cammign of the Peloponnesian war , will oc c ur
to the reader. See Thucydides, Lib. II. c c . 34 46, where
all the c eremonies are carefully described.

395. « pa. rm): o rpa
'nryoiir. F or the general duties of the

board of general s (ten ,
ia number) , see Schemann, Griech.

A lterthiimer, I. 422 ; Hermann, Pol. Antiq., 152, 153.

Besides the c iv il and military duties there enumerated, it
belonged to themtomake and superintend the arrangements
for the public burials. The reader will remember Xeno
phon’

s ac c ount of the trial of the generals afte r the battle

of A rginousae, on the charge of neglec ting to bury those
who had perished in the engagement, and of leav ing those

who remained upon the wrecks to perish. See Hellenica,
Lib. I. c . 7. See also Grote, Vol. VIII. Chap. 64.

397.

’
0pn a

‘

is, at Omeae. The jest turns upon the name
of an anc ient town in Argolis, which had suffered in the

Peloponnesian war (Bird- town) . See v . 13, and note . The

name is mentioned by Homer, I]. II. 571. G.

23, 2.

398 — 400.

‘
A vay

’

611-Rims. The language is a par

ody upon the terms ofmilitary command : ”
Amy

’

is n ifty,

fall back in line f t. 06m» meow, lag down your wrath,
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armor withwhich the Athenians had equipped themselv es,
that these allusions to the kitchen are notwholly to be ex

plained by the usages of c ommon life . The expressions

c ontain rather joc ose referenc es to the pots, the bowls, and
the skewers which c onstituted their luggage and means of
defenc e. The bu ds is the chimney, but here put for the
fire- place or oven, or perhaps itmay be c alled the chimney
p lac e ; as the Scholiast says :

“ un a. pe
‘

r 6 minim, mm

xpno
'
rutéis Bi 1) Of the {mm-dr ip , Boeckh, Corpus

Insc riptionum, Vol. I. p. 20, says I idemAttic i, eodem
sensu [i. e. the same with isms ? and br oad ly] tr io -rarer

sive e
’mcwirqv, dixerint. Aristophanes, A v . 436, rem

eonfic it, lic et ibi, quid sit 6 in n
-6m, siv e rs info rm-

av

dubitetur . Tria enimScholiastae proposant, Vale-arcm ea:

luto fic tum, qui quasi Lar familiaris sit : trabemvel

asseremad cuminum,made ea: chmis vasa mlinaria suspen

dantur p ostremo basin sine tr ipoden , in qua cane

et Iebetes igni appommtur .

” He prefers the last, remarking :
Nibil enimin illo loc o has significatione apfius : nam
Upupa jubet arma suspendi sis for lmv‘w damwl qc ior r eim
cmir ov , hoc est in camino, non props trabem, ex qua suspen

dentar vasa, sed in ipsa trabe, prope tripodemibidemsus

pensum, ut etiamnunc mulierc ulae tripodes ibi suSpendunt.
”

439, 441.

‘Hv épe
’

. The person here designated

as the monkey sword-maker is said to have been one

Panaetius, who , ac c ording to the Sc holiast, was also satir

ized in the piec e c alled The Islands. The Sc holiast adds :

M cxpotpwls fir Owfidhku 82aimlv dos xaral afldrr a 71)v yvvaixa

e
'

av
'
roii potxwopfnyv “was -mum yep ifl r

’

aim} : peril ?” 00m):

mxpotfivr) : ut
’

n
'bs do.

” Duxerat uxorem, c umqua qaumsae

pins rixaretur , tandemc onvenit, ut se invic emnec morde
rent, nec plagis afiic erent.

”
Bothc .

443. T6» , The broken sentenc e, ac c ordiog to the Scho

liast, is to be filled out by a gesture, You don
’

t mean



N O T E S . 153

the Nb , surely: striking the part of the body alluded
to , npwx‘rhv Omani: (Mowoer; 1rov . Videtur ipse Panaetius
adultero adulterorumpoenamdedisse sacpamasam, eodem
quemodo ne iterumplec teretur c avisse.

” Bothe.

445 447.

"
0pm? pdvov. The allusion here is

to the mode of dec iding in c ompetitions for the dramatic
prize . I n tragic representations, the number of judges ap

pointedwas ten, one for eac h tribe. I t seems that, in the

c ontests of the c omedians, only fiv e were c alled upon to

judge. See Bode, Gesch. d. Hellen. Dichtkunst, III. pp.

147, 148. See also Schneider , Das Attisc he Theaterwesen,
pp. 169 174. 116mr efs xpvra

'

ismxfiv signifies, to gain the

dramatic v ictory by a. unanimous v ote of the judges,
”
and

iv). xpnfi mxc
'

iv minor is to gain the v ic tory by only one

v ote giv ing a turn to his expression fromwhat might
naturally hav e been expec ted, namely, to be c onquered, to a

mere diminution of the number of voic es, being vic torious

still. —
'

E 1ri Tori-r ow, on these teams. t i srapaBainv. G. 54,

2 (a) .
448 450. G. 103 . The herald now, in solemn form,

proc laims the truce, and orders the heavy
- armed to depart

to their several homes. This appears to hav e been the c us

tomary rite on the c onc lusion of a treaty of peac e. I t is

here applied in the spirit of parody. The heavy- armed are

only the two Athenians, with their pots and pans and spits.

r poypciwpo mvam'oss. G. 61 3 . This refers to

the mode of giv ing notic e of the subjec ts to be dis cussed

in a politic al assembly, namely, by exposing in public

plac es, streets, and squares, tablets fastened on c olumns,
with the matters inscribed upon which the assembly was
summoned to debate.

453. n
i

xocs by e
’

fiumbv. G. § 112, 2 ; for the Aorist
Partic iple, 24

,
N. l .

454. pa napopq
'

is, you 808 inme, or inmy case.
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458. b yizp av a ims. G. 61, 3 . See note on V . 453.

461. «be of) pr)mpoBi-
‘

rp cv. G. 89, 1, with N. I .

462, 463 . srpou
'

c tpviparm, aseptic-row. The language is her

rowed fromthe baker
’

s art ; both words, however, are trans
lated in the lexic ons as if they were nearly synonymous,
and as if both meant to knead. But they probably refer to

different stages in the proc ess of bread
-making . The first

obv iously desc ribes the putting together of thematerials, and
mixing themup ; the second, the c areful and elaborate

kneading of the dough. F or a c urious ac c ount of thewhole
matter, see St. John, Vol. II] . pp. 109, seq. I t may be
added, that Athenian bakers had a high reputation ; for,
as St. John says (1. The bread sold in the market
plac e ofAthens was esteemed thewhitest andmost delic ious
in Greec e ; for the Rhodians, speaking partially of the pro

duc e of their own ovens, supposed theywere bestowing on it

the highest complimentwhen they said itwas not inferior to
that ofAthens.” I t was, therefore, quite natural for the

old Athenian, in announc ing his excellent schemes, to bor
rowa figure fromthe bakehouse. ob mol est. The doubts

of Dindorf and the suggestion of a various reading by Bo the
are unnec essary here . t ech

i

e; is used impersonally, hinders
not. The same usage oc curs in Thucydides, Lib. I. c . 144:

051-6 ‘

yclp ékeivo c ash ier iv f air cwovba
'

ir 06" 11586 , F or in

the truc e there hinders not (there is no hindranc e to) either

that or this.

”
See note on the passage in Owen

’
s Thucyd

ides, p. 432. F or the various c onstruc tions with the Infin
itiv e allowed after of) mol d“ , see G. 95, 2, With N. 1 and

95, 3. “ spam I twas customary to wear a. c haplet at
feasts, and before rec lining at the table to havewater poured

ov er the hands. F or the partic ulars, see Becker
’
s Chari

c les, Exc ursus to Sc ene VI.
465. hapwbv a fatword. The epithet is suggested

by the allusions to feasting.
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apoxe
‘

iafiat mun-mic a, was lying out for the
”

fij flt day. I n

Greec e, the body of the dead, after hav ing been washed

and anointed, was laid out in the v estibule of the house,

with the feet towards the door, as a symbolical intimation
that it was about to take its last journey.

476. Kedmkiio-w. A pun on Ratchet, the name of one of

the 86pmof the tribe A c amantis.

478.

‘
o c F or in: with a c ausal Partic iple,

see G. 109, N. 4.

480. dpvnohtimp . The reason why Zeus would be slow

to restore the sc eptre to this bird is, that the oak is sac red

to him.

481. hpxov, were rulers. G. 19, Notes 1 and 2.

483.
«rc

‘w tropi sm. A frequent idiomatic c onstruc

tion of the ac cusativ e, instead of the subject nominative
«its 5 dhexrpv c

‘

ov c
'

ruptiwet.

484. Darius and M egabyzos are named here as rept e

sentiug the Persians, because their names were noto rious

fromtheir connec tion with the first Persian invasion of

Greec e. See Herod.
,
V.

487. mpfiam
’

av Reges Persarumgesta

bant, etiamserioribus temporibus, tiaramreetam, ut c eteri

Persae retro fiexam atque ea ape.) r aipa dic ebatur pro

prie xvpfiam
’

a .

” Bothe. This upright head- dress of the

Persian monarchs may be seen in the mosaic of the battle

of Issus, found in one of the houses of Pompeii, and en

graved in most of the works upon the ruins of that c ity.

See particularly the German work, Herculanumund Pom
peii, Vol. IV. pl. 3.

489. (imirav 3p6puw(ic y, whenever he c rows at dawn.

G. 62. F or an ac c ount of the handic rafts enumerated
in the following lines, and for a valuable summary of

Athenian industry in general, see St. John, Vol. 111. pp.
96 214.
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492. This word originally desc ribed the

tying on of the simple sandal, such as is seen in many
anc ient statues. But in the progress of luxury, a great

variety of shoes and boots, some richly adorned (see Hope
’
s

Costumes) , c ame into use, and the same wordwas still em
ployed to desc ribe the ac t of putting themon, though its

etymological signification was partly lost sight of. See St.

John, Vol. I I .\ pp. 64, seq.

493. d’ptryiwv e
’

plaw. The fine wool of Phrygia is men
tioned among the exports of that country. The Phrygi

dyers were particularly skilful in the prac tice of the art of

c oloring wool.

494. aexa
'

rqv. Upon this word it is worth while to

read the following passage : While the poor , as we have

seen, were dr iv en by despair to imbrue their hands in the

blood of their offspring, their more wealthy neighbors c ele

brated the birth of a child with a suc cession of banquets
and rejoicings. Of these, the firstwas held on the fifth day

fromthe birth, when took plac e the c eremony called Am
phidromia, confounded by some anc ient authors with the fes
tival of the tenth day. On this oc c asion the aceoucheuse,

or the nurse, to whose c are the child was now defini

tiv ely c onsigned, hav ing purified her hands with water, ran
naked with the infant in her arms, and ac c ompanied by all

the other females of the family, in the same state, round the

hearth,which was regarded as the altar ofHestia, the Vesta
of the Romans. By this ceremony the childwas initiated
in the rites of religion, and plac ed under the protec tion of

the fire -

goddess, probablywith the same v iewthat infants

are baptized among us.

M eanwhile the passer - bywas informed that a fifth- day

feast was c elebrating within, by symbols suspended fromthe
street- door, which, in c ase of a. boy, consisted in an olive

c rown and of a lock of wool, alluding to her future oc cu

14
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pations, when itwas a girl. A thanaeus, apropos of cabbage,
whichwas eaten on this oc c asion, as well as by ladies in

the straw,
’
as c onduc ing to c reatemilk, quotes a c omic de

sc ription of the Amphidromia froma drama of E phippos,

which proves theywere well ac quainted with the arts of

jov iality.

Howis it
No wreathed garland decks the festive door,
No savory odor c reeps into the nostrils

Since
’
t is a birth- feast Custom, sooth, requires

Slic es of rich cheese fromthe Chersonese,
Toasted and hissing c abbage too in oil,

F ried brown and crisp, with smothered breast of lamb.

Chafiinches, turtle-doves
,
and good fat thrushes

Should nowbe feathered ; rows ofmerry guests
Pick c lean the bones of c attle- fish together,

Gnawthe delic ious foot of polypi,
A nd drink large drafts of sc arc elymingledwine.

’

A sac rific e was likewise this day offered up for the life

of the child, probably to the god Amphidromos, first men
tioned, and therefore supposed to hav e been invented by
Aeschylus. I t has moreover been imagined that the name
was nowimposed, and gifts were presented by the friends
and household slav es.

But itwas on the sev enth day that the child generally

rec eived its name, amid the festiv ities of another banquet ;
though sometimes this was deferred till the tenth. The

reason is supplied by Aristotle. They delayed the naming
thus long, he says, because most children that perish in

extreme infancy die before the seventh day, which being
passed, they c onsidered their livesmore sec ure. The eighth
day was chosen by other persons for bestowing the name,
and this, c onsidered the natal day, was solemnized annually

as the anniversary of its birth, on which oc casion it was
customary for the friends of the family to assemble together,
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502, 503.

’

Exv7\w806pqr dtpe
'

ihxov. E uelpidesmam
a sly allusion to the c ause of his rolling over, in the oath by
Dionysos, which is quite in keeping with the story of the

frolic in town, related a fewlines back. Then he does not

say that he bowed forward, npofmvhwdeir o ; on the c ontrary,

he was on his back.

’

Ofioi\6r “momma, I gulp ed down

an obolos. The customof carrying c oins in the mouth is
several times alluded to in Aristophanes, as Ec c les. 817,

818

Hmhc‘iwydp Bdrpus
M e a n ) » cirr ijpa r ip !

‘

yvddo v xahxé
‘

w3x0” ,

Kan scr
'

ixobpovv sis ci'yopdv irr
’

akdm'

a.

"
E sme tin ixoms 5pmyou r bv fidka xo v , etc .

See also Vesp. 790, seq.

505. (ia-61's f ir s t. G. 62.

506. ifiiptfor dv. G. 5 30, 2.

507. xéxxv . The rite of c ircumc ision was prac tised by
many Oriental nations, as the Egyptians, Phoenic ians, and
Syrians ; and as the c ry of the cuckoo was the signal to

begin harvesting among the pecple of these c ountries, the

prov erb quoted by E uelpides c ame into use, C‘
ac lcoo , afield!

508. J 1 13 Bamhev
'

oc. G. 51.

510. Tart 5pmr. They plac ed upon the head of the

kingly sceptre the figure of some bird. This is often alluded

to by the poets, andmay be seen on c oins,medals, and other

works of art. See Quatremere de Quincy’
s Jupiter Olym

pien, pp. 306, seq. See also Pindar, Pyth. I. 9. F or empo
Boxo c

’

q, see G. 62 also for the optatives in v . 512 and 513.

512. era s“ , here , is a word belonging to the vocabulary
of the stage ; came forth, i. e . entered the scene through

the royal gate, or c entral entranc e at the back of the stage.

tr ro
'

imrpayqidoir, at the tragic rep resentations literally,

in the tragedians the person being put for the time or the
o c casion of their appearanc e . This interpretation is more
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ac cordant with the Greek idiomthan that of Bothe,
Inter ac tores tragic os.

”

513. Av c cxpcim. Of this individual the Scholiast says

Obror arparnyos s
’

ye
'

n r o
’

A0nvaio v d im-

r): r e mi navo'

upyos.

A csfidhher o 83 (abs) Bmpoddxos.
”

515.

’

A ¢rdv r ectakr
‘

js. The words here used apply
to the statue of Zeus, gov

-

qu a being c onstantly thus used by

the Attic writers. Ac c ording to a Scholiast, the head is put
for the sc eptre or, he adds, because theywere ac c ustomed
to plac e on the heads of the sta tues of the gods the images
of the birds c onsec rated to them.

516. Ovycimp, i. e. Athena, the patron goddess of the

city to whomthe owl was c onsec rated. A ll this passage is
in ridicule of the Athenian superstition, which consec rated

to each god some partic ular bird.

520.

”
opus dv . F or this use of 5»with the indic a

tive, see G. 30, 2. The Scholiast c ites fromSoc rates, the
historian, the following passage :

‘

Pabcipavous 80e amass

psvos fiaad siav t a cdrar os ye
‘

ysvijcreat mirrwv
A iyer a: Be

'

, abrbv 1rp6 r ov obdéva e
’

fiv dpxov r note
-20 8maard raw

an
:

dpvbvac ash( fromxijva,mi rum, ml xpuiv,ml rd damn.

”

Soc rates, ac cording to Plato and Xenophon, used to swear
by the dog, or by the goose, and sometimes simply by the

See Plato’

s Go rgias, c ap. 22, and Woolsey
’

s note.

521. A ciprrow. This is the same Lampon a sooth

sayer, juggler, and impostor who is often mentioned
elsewhere , and who , ac c ording to the Scholiast, obtained

the honor of being ente rtained in the Prytaneum. See

Clouds, 331 334, and note upon the passage. I t is said

that he used to swear by the goose because that birdwas
of a prophetic charac ter . dr awe

’

éavrarq
‘

i. G. 51.

522. (wimfo v, used to think.

523 . M avi s. 05m) ydp infl ow rm) : c ine
'

rus a ol ha
'ms.

Scholiast.
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525. lepoi
'

s. Namin templis tutae debebant esse aves,

tanquamdiis supplices ; nefas autemv ielare supplices.

Hinc cumA ristodic us Cumaeus in temple apud Branchi
das nides aviumdetraxisset et pullos exemisset, ex adyto

talis vox audita fertur : M pe
'm-

ou, rt wide ra nd:

r en
'

ew; Tod: items poo in r edm6 « spotters. Ut est ap .

HerodotumI. 159 ; up. E uripidemtamen I on aedituus

A pollinis Delphic i pellit aves e temple in c ognomini dra
mate 106, etc .

” Bergler.
530. filtqui‘oms. Bhopéfcw avpio s rd rot? inro'

yaa
-rpc

'

ov

mi raii or vjdovs rim-

sodas da sp ir oiow oi rods dpndas M acros,

x. r . h.

” Scholiast.
532. a apc

’

M . The frequentative aorist. F or a full

disc ussion of this usage, see Clouds, v . 520, note in Felten
’
s

edition. Kareo u
'

daaav, v . 536, is another example of the

same idiom. G. 30, 1.

541. xdxqv an sexier .

542. upoydvo v names-mv, genitive absolute, ancestor:

having handed themdown.

543.

’

E 1r
’

c
’

po ii, inmy case, i. e. here, tomy harm.

547. choic e , I win dwea. Upon this expremion, Cary
remarks : The word dwell, in our language, ac c ording to

the old use of it, answers prec isely to ninja-w, do good, and

dwell for evermore,’ Psalmxxxvii. 27, meaning simply to

abide, or live.
”

549.
‘
si p l}maimed/ nan. 50, 1, N. 1.

552. Bosn ian . F or a full ac c ount of Babylon, see

Herod. I.
553.

’
.Q udkcapa . The names here are those of

two of the giants. The second is also the name of a bird,

whic h ofi
‘

ers an oc casion for a jest below They
are brought in here on ac c ount of the designed hostilities

against the gods, as if another giants
’ war should disturb

the peac e of Olympus.
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without wings. To her a temple was dedic ated, standing.
ac c ording to Pausanias, near the entranc e to the Ac ropolis.
The ruins of this temple of N ixq were disc ov

ered in excavating, in the year 1836, on the Spot indicated

by Pausanias , and it has been almost entirely restored.

But Nike was generally represented, in works of ar t, with

wings, and sometimes with golden or gilded ones ; a figure

of this kind was held in the right hand of the Olympian
Zeus. (See Quatremere de Quincy, Jupiter Olympicn ;
also Boetticher

’
s Schritten, B. II. pp. 178, seq.) Espec ially

was Eros, or Cupid, so represented. In alluding to Homer,
the poet’smemory failed him, the c omparison to the timid
dove being in a desc ription of the flight of Hera and Athena

(II. V. or there has been a change in the text, i. e. the

substitution of
’
Ipu for

"Hpav .

577. rdwas. The artic le gives emphasis to the expres
sion, and probably refers it to the phraseology of the philos
ophers. The subject of the prec eding v erb isman, suspe ,

to be supplied. q év (not asset ) is used, because the In

finitiv e depends on a Protasis. The Infinitive afte r voyifo

usually takes 05 as its negative, sinc e it stands in indirec t dis

c ourse.

580. Edna -
t
"

pu peirw. The importation of c ornwas
one of the most important public «interests at Athens, and
was carefully superintended by the munic ipal authorities.
A t c erta in times, distributions of c orn (o crodoo'ia t) took plac e

among the people, par ticularly, of c ourse , in periods of

scarc ity, eac h c itizen rec eiving a c ertain measure. F or

a minute examination of this subjec t, see Boeckh
’

s Public

Ec onomy of Athens, Book I. c ap. 15. The language of

Peisthetairos, in the present passage, doubtless alludes to

this practic e . Connec ted with the administration of the

market, there were public offic ers c alled M erpévopoc and Upo

pcrpqrat
'

. The poet ludic rously makes Demeter themeas
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urer, and represents her as finding excuses, in the famine,
for her inability to distribute c om.

583 . irrl trec
'

pa. The Scholiast says
’

E ¢rt a
wa paflé o

'wimav, ei Groi taper .

”
The latter is doubtless c or

rec t ; the idea being, that the birds shall peck out the eyes

of the cattle to give a proof of what they can do if their
power is called in question.

584. Apollo was the god ofmedic ine, as well as of po

etry. With regard to the word pwdoqbope
‘

i, the Scholiast
says : Tofu -

o de
‘

sin-

er, 31rd A aope
'

dowa r ip r etxodom'as p ic -adv

iii -wear. But there is also an allusion to the support of c er

tain physic ians at the public charge, for an ac c ount ofwhom
see Boeckh, Book I. cap. 21 Hippoc rates held this posi
tion at Athens .

585. M 13. Supply c
’

xxodrésmv. F or arp
‘w see G.

67.

586. c c
‘

82Pie. The particle is used here to single out

the c lause.

589. 16x09 sis. In the Athenian army, the M xoswas a
small subdivision of soldiers, consisting of twenty - four be

sides the otficer, or one fourth of a fl ieu‘
. The smallness of

the numbermakes the expressionmore emphatic .
591. dyc

'

kq. Perhaps the word here refers to the dy
i

ha c,

or hands into which the youth were div ided in Crete and

Sparta, though it is also used in a general sense of a flock of

birds. See M anso
’

s Sparta.

592. a llows?» is the objec t of dimmer . G. 92, 1.

593. powwope
'

vow, c onsulting auguries .

595. mvxhépmv. The vaip oi atAthens were the own
ers of ships, and their business was with the shipping inter

est. The wordwas also applied to the owners of houses.

In this passage the former meaning is the true one. The

vav
'

d qpos sometimes went himself upon the voyage , but not

necessari ly so. 5076 . G. 65, 3.



166 N O T E S .

598. This must be understood to be an aside of E uel

pides. Upon yaiihos the Scholiast says Q owuuxdv 63 To ?!

dy
'

yc iov dew
-dims. KaM ipaxor K im-

p66 : S tddmds y e g a r
-

6

ya y e s 511068 6 7a 6ho s .

"
A l l an . Tai l or, whoi

’

dv ‘
n (powwow

its mi amid») (mantis) 61rd fl i
'w o

'

xcmiiv .

'
Opqpos I

‘
a dh o i r e

o xa ¢ ide s r e .

‘

0 : o iprrwr e
'

pov 8? 3m: ml dxwdimov 76 : ai

hawwdwaw 70976 a t .
”
A nd Bothe Tai l or dic ebatur

nav is rotundior, merc ibus v ehendis apta, qualemPhoenic es
primi construxisse leguntur . ou

’

st 5» peivaq u. G. 53 ,

2, N.

599 601. The Athenians were as c redulous abou t

buried treasures as themodems, and made use of supersti

tious means in the search for them. The language in the

last line refers to the prov erb, Chan
'

s p t escape? whi p 6 7m

ptmcipevos ripen .

”
Tail-t o lhe

'

yero in l r é
'wa’ymiwrwv .

”
Sch.

602. taping. Literally,watermessek, but also any urn or

v essel such asmight be ~

used to hold the c oins which were
to be c onc ealed in the earth.

603 . tyi
'

a av. Upon this word Bothe has the following
note : Haec est illa «a c umen , quam infra dic it 698 ,

itemE qu. 1100, et. Vesp. 647, h. e. quasi wkoz'mw
non opes et sunitas, ut Br . reddidit E qu. v . 1, siquidemsa

nitatemdonare nemo potest, divitias omnisque generis Opes
potest, quas c omplec titur r

‘

,wkovdvyc
’

u a , ut pulc re intelligitur
e Vesparumv . 1, iryiewa serio dixit Pindarus

, 01. V.

I tmay he remarked in addition, that healthwasmore
sedulously studied by the anc ient Greeks than by any of the

modems. Their gymnastic systemformed an important and
integral part of their educ ation, and vigorousmusc ular ez er
c ise was not giv en up at any period of life. The national

games also tended to keep aliv e a high, perhaps an exag

gerated, idea of the iniportanc e of bodilyhealth and strength.

See the Panegyric us of Isocrates.
609. 06: xopé vq; T he saying quoted by Plu
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ba ck again. Tb de
'

iva, says Pepe (Lexic on in is

fromthe language of the people, used when one immedi
ately utters a sudden thought, in order not to forget it, atat

or

this passage it has suddenly oc curred to Peisthetairos that

there will be some prac tical difi culty in two men without
wings holding interc ourse withwinged birds ; and this sud
den idea is intimated by rd de

'

iva.

’

E rrovdxpov ¢ra ¢ is thus
explained by the t oliast :

‘H pm¢opd i n?» rawrd: vivid :

dvarpovopc
’mv, 0 rd: vai n.

‘

Ymior prdrov, é ravdfit .

’

E 1ravdxpov o
'

t: 8
5

ion supine: rd imaxei
'

v f r)! ifl pxopiwpv vain»mi

pedoppio
'

ac c l: rds dppov, in m) « poo -d eede d 0M .

”

653 655. A lodmov wars. The fable here referr ed

to is probably the same as that of whichwe find the first

few lines in a fragment of Archilochus (N e . 86, Bergk) :

A ims: r t: dropdnmv dds, dp
’

(Dinin g sala d: Sw im
I t must be remembered, that the ancients were ac c ustomed
to attribute to Aesop all fables thatwere composed in his
manner. See note to v . 471.

658, 659. sates , M avddcnpe. Names of servants.

672. than-

(p napoe
'm, like a ma id. A n imitation of

Homer , I]. II. 872. F or an ac c ount of the ornaments worn
by Grec ian ladies, see St. John, Vol. II. pp. 50, seq.

673. per does, Ihave a fancy
674. fiiyxo: xx“ , she has a bealc with two points, or

literal ly, two spits. The ac tor representing this charac ter

were amask in imitation of the beak of a bird.

676. hippo , the shell.

686.

'
Apxov draft-alarm, lead of the anape sts.

687 689. This desc ription of the life of man is an

imitation of the noble passage in Homer, II. VI. 146. See

also A eschyl. Prom. 549, seq.

692 694. Upon this passage, Bethe has the following
note : Ridet poetas , qui de rerumoriginibus cec inerant
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(at Hesiodus) , et philosophes (ut Ionic es, Empedoc lem) ,
qui de deorumrerumque omniumortu temeremulta statu

erant ; etiam Sophistes , inter ques fuit Prodic us Ceus

[quemlaudat Chorus NubiumNub . 360, cu bic : mi we” :

051mm]. Hunc missumfiGri vult. Utxatpswc lm'

iv aliquem
dic untur , qui bone et amico animo ab cd dicedunt, sic M m

est male animatorum. Vide Plut. 62, A ch. 1064, B.

dc Prodico v . Hindenburgium et inte rpp. X enophontis

M emorab. Sec r. 2, 1, 21, al iosque. Sextus Empir . adv .

M athem. p. 311 Ilpdduro : 6 E rie:
"Hi res , (Ma i, mi o ehipmv,

mi norapods, mi xpr
'

jvas, mi md d
'

hov misra rd W hofivra rdv

Bier rjpdwoi nahatoi ered: e
’

vdpwo v did njv cirr
’

aimidv impart” ,

maria-op A iyimrtot rdv Nefl ov mi dtd roi
'

rro rdv pie dpr ov A ims;

rationemirridens Cic . de Nat. Deer . I. 42: Predicas Oeus ,
inquit, qui ea , quae predessent hominum vitae, deorumin
namero habita esse dixit, quumtandemreligionemreliguit

694. kha
'

a v cirrqr r . G. 15, 2, N. 3. E lnov cannot take

the Infinitiv e, unless it has the forc e of a verb of c ommund
ing , as here . In its ordinary sense, introduc ing indirec t

quotations, it takes an or i s. «bruit, on the other hand, takes

only the Infinitive, while hiya) , to sag, takes either in , as, or

the Infinitive . A671»may also mean to tell, to c ommand.

697. 611-grim The Scholiast says :
‘m

v ép c a mltc i
'

rat rd dlxa o
'

vvovo la: mi pifiws. r im-

c i , G.

10, 2.

698. nepcrekhanimu s. This is an Homeric word, often
applied to the revolutions of

‘

the seasons. See I]. II. 551 ;
0d. XI. 295.

699. f ind) : diva“ .

“
Tat: rob a

’

n
'

pov tin nitus M po

‘

i: fourth , oiov r axivs. SCh. E lm) : A ttic is idemquod
tomes. (Vide M oer . p. A im proprie sunt vortices

aguaram(Callim. in Del. hinc , quaec unque in orhem
15
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aguntur (interpp. Thomae M ag. p. hoc loc o turbines.

Ovid. Am. 2, 9, 49, De Amore : Tu levis es mullaque tuis

ventosior alis. B. Vess. : Der amRuchenmit zwei Goldfit

Bethe. See ante, note to v . 574.

701. E x tin c tio n , hatched.

702. rrplv. Gr. 67, 1.

705, 706.

‘Hpei: dijhov, A nd that we are children Q
“

E ros is p la in bymanyp roofs. They proc eed to enumerate
the aids they render to lov ers, in a way that shows what
sort of presents were c onsidered by the Greeks the most
ac c eptable to the objec ts of passion, namely, qua ils, geese,
p oultry, and the like.

709. 806: explains but toxin. G. 109, 2.

71l . dpas, the seasons, of which mention is made here
ac c ording to the earliest and simples t division of the year

into three portions.

712. o
'

peipcw, drav, x. r . N , i. e. in each year, when, &c .
G. 62.

713 . Kai . mas ses . The rudder was taken from
the ship in winter . See Hesiod, Works and Days, 45

A ided Icemiddhwv pe
'

v bm’

pmrrvoi) mradei
'

o .

”

714.

“ Opium: parlor drroxpwdpevo: iv rq
‘

i

ra rod: M pe
'mov: drridvev. Sch. Cf. infra 1476, et A ch.

1092. main c rassier v estis superior fuit, hiemi apta . Vide

Hesych. h. v . fitysv, p rae frigore horrens. Vide Thom.

M ag. p. 782, et B08 . Obss. Grit. p. 48 . 1 1:08c est ali

quemsp oliare vestibus, ut E c ol. 864, Bethe.

716. xka
‘

im, hyddpiov. The former was a thick outside

garment, the sec ond a light summer garment. F or a mi
nute explanation of Grec ian dress, see Becker

’

s Charic los,
Scene XI. Excursus I .

, and St. John, Vol. I I . c ap. 25 ; also

Hope’
s Costumes. G. 59.

— rrexr eiv. G. § 92, 1,
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765. v yihos. Propter similitudinemcumvoce Phryr ,

Phrygis, significari putatur fringilla (der F ink ). B.frin

gillamc arduelemLinn, le chardonneret, den Stieglitz, intel

ligebat Wieland. Vess. : F rggischer R othj inlc wird er

hier sein , von F ilemons t ersehafl .

”
Be the.

766. d . Cares, ex quibus plurimi serv iebant, bar
bares atque agrestes,militiaequemerc enariae, quae despec ta
erat, auc to res, habites fuisse , menuere Spanhem. ad Ran.

1231, Hemeterh. ad argum. P luti, A ristoph. Beck. 3 , p. 7
,

aliique. Cf. supra, v . 295, et de E xecestide Bethe .

767. c umin : ruin ous. Ac cording to E uphronius, as

quoted by Aslian, a certain spec ies of bird was called mirr
nos. There is, therefore, a pun upon the expression, besides

the ludicrous inv ersion of the order of nature which the lit
eral meaning implies. In the rest of the line, the terms
refer to the distribution of the Athenians, ac c ording to which
the cpparpla was a third part of one of the four Ionic tribes,
and themembers of this div isionwere called (ppdr opes. These
div isions had their registers, inwhich the names and families
of the indiv iduals composing themwere required to be en

tered. Bethe says : W e ar mim e: est fac ere, ut sibi av i

sint, adsc isc ere avos qui enimA thenis peregrinitatis ac c u

sabantur, avos et tribules nominare debebant, ut appareret,

c ives ipsos esse .

768. d I l ia-ic e . Oddiv c acti: ixopsv, r l: d I l ia-loo , 0131
'

s

ru pi r i) : npodoo ia: lif t 63 r é
‘

wMawrrovnpéiv io
'

r i , dal e? Kpari
'

vos

iv X rlpoo
'

t, t alas ,
—

'
Ahhws. 02pin, rdv I l ia

-ic y in raw

ippoxomdidv rival , oi dd rdu v idv d in-

oi) .
'

Empoiivro de‘ abr oi , dam:
dv doles r i) : nepucerrij: r ipapiav . E l 030, dmcn'v, d v ids aim-oi) rm?
I Iun

'

ov dil ate: flo tilla -

at eiva i re
’

i rrarpi, yevs
'

o dco nipduf rravoi/pyos.
”

Schol. — To
‘

i: dr ipo ts. The forc e of this termis not adequate
ly expressed by our word dishonored or by disfranchised.

A n Athenian c itizen in full possession of all his rights (r ipal)
was called irrifl pos ; and so soon as he lost all of these rights
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or any one ormore of them, he bec ame drum, andwas said

to be under dryn
'

a . c ould therefore be either p artial

or c omp lete. 1 Partial (tr iple depriv ed a c itizen of some
partic ular right or r uin}, andwas quite c ommon as a punish
ment for abusing a right or priv ilege. F or example, any
prosec utor who, in a public suit, did not rec eive one fifth of

the votes of the judges (usually 100 out of was fined a

thousand drac hmas and prohibited frombringinga similar
public suit for the future . This prohibition was c alled ti1 1

p la . Others were prohibited fromente ring temples or the
market- plac e ; others fr omspeaking in the public assembly ;
others frombeing members of the Senate or fromholding
oflic e ; others again fromv isiting c ertain plac es in the A the
nian dominions. A l l these were du pes ; but their (trade was
par tial, and their other rights were not affec ted. 2. Com
plete drai n, on the other hand, depriv ed a man of all the

rights and priv ileges which he had enjoyed as a c itizen of

Athens, and left himin a sort of negative c ondition, inwhich
the sta te simply refused to rec ognize himas a part of itself.
A s Lysias says, itmademen dv'

ri nohir i
'

wM idas. Demos
thenes (in M d. p. 544, 10) speaks of it as mi vdpewmi 61x6 1:
mi rrcivrew er ipqmc . I t left himlike a foreigner , without
c ivic rights, dependent entirely upon the good-will ormercy
of his neighbors for protec tion to his life and property. He
c ould enter no public temple, and of c ourse c ould sue or be

sued in no c ourt of law. See the striking desc ription given

by Demosthenes (in M id. p. 544, who cal ls a man
who is under drq u

'

e before the c ourt, while he narrates his

story ; theman, howev er,must stand speechless. This kind

of dr cp le was inflic ted as a punishment by lawfor various

offenc es, such as c orruption, embezzlement, c owardic e or de

sertion in war, perjury, neglec t or abuse of parents, prosti

tutien (ira lpqa i s) , insult to emeers of the state, abuse of c on

fidenc e as in the case of an arbitrator) , and similar ofl'

enc es.

15
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Public debtors of all kinds were under c omplete a
’

fl p ia until

their debts were pd d.

’

An pia in itself inc luded neither c on

fisc ation of property nor a desc ent of the father
’
s disgrac e by

inheritanc e to the children : either or both of these c ould,

however, be added to amt. in spec ial cases. Those guilty
ofmurder, treason, or gross sac rilege, if they left the country
before ac tual c onv ic tion, were condemned to perpetual ban
ishment and c onfiscation of property. (Demosth. in M id.

p. 528, 7; Ken. Hell. I. 7, So for the ofi
'

enc e men
tioned by Demosth. in N eaer . p. 1363, 5. See also Dem.

in Lept. p. 504, 22. In other c ases the «lu pin is to descend

to posterity, as is provided in the laws quoted by Demosth.

in A ristoc r. p. 640, 1 in M id. p. 551, 25 here the c onfis

c ation of property seems always to have been inc luded.

Public debtors, although they were wholly an y“ so long as

they remained debtors, c ould yet regain their rights by pay
ment of the debt ; on the other hand, if they died indebted to
the state, their a

’

rqu
'

a descendedwith the debt, as a part of

the inheritance, to the children. Those who suffered «in pta

as a punishment for a c linic remained 6mm through life

they c ould be reinstated only by an extraordinary ac t of

grac e, which was always looked upon as exceptional and

illegal. Such reinstatements oc c urred onlywhen the state

was in extreme danger, as, for example, after the battle of
Chaeronea. (See Grote, Vol. XI. p. See Hermann,
Staa tsalterthiimer, 124and 52 Privatalterth. 70 ; with
the authorities quoted in the notes : also M eier, De Bonis
Damnatorum, pasaim. An important c lassical passage is
found in A ndoc ides, De M yster. 73 76.

770. imepbu ia at. This word alludes to the shy habits

of the partridge, and the dexterity of the bird in avoiding

pursuit. To dodge like a partridge would express, in a

roundabout way, the meaning of the Greek. The Scholi
ast remarks further : W e; 63 do: u reympim Kai M
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willow wicker - baskets for wine - flasks. Hav ing ae c om
plished thusmuch , it seems he aspired to the high offic es

of state . The ¢6kapxo¢were ten offic ers of c avalry, elec ted

one fromeach tribe, but in the general assemblie s of the

people. Theywere subordinate to the in apxoc, who were

two in number, also chosen to exerc ise the general c om
mand in the cavalry serv ic e ; so that Di i trephes, in passing
fromone office to the other, rose a grade inmilitary dignity.

e
’

e 068m): pq a a npdwu , fromnothing (or nobody) be is

flourishing greatly. imrakc xrpvé v. Bovkc vfl js.

‘

O y
a

p

th en -

M v iv ro
'

is dpvw: fl pcé r epo s. N av is hoe insigne fuisse,

ex Ran. 883, intelligitur. Praeterea monuit B., fic tae avis

nomen usurpat i, quo signific etur , Diitrephemistamsuperbe
et c umfastu quodaminc edere, itaque manere Comicumin

metaphora de av ibus et volatu . Posse etiam{makeu pmin
esse magnumgallinaceumsec undumSch., quae v is est m6
i
'mroc inmultis compositis ; qua de re laudat Fischeri annott.

ad Weller . III. 1, p. Bothe .

802. Tav '
ri f ocav

'
ri. A colloquial expre ssion a s Wed, this

will do. Peisthetairos and E uelpides c ome out of the house
of E pops, hav ing par taken of the rootwhich should furnish

themwith a growth of wings. They c annot help laughing
at each other’

s ridiculous appearance .

806. E29 o
-

vyyeypappévp, to a cheap ly (or badly)
painted goose. Contrar ium sis “mos Aeneas Soph ,

Epist. 25 : M r) r a in-6» ndflozpev, firm-

6p dv c l mc {o yd s n)!

Thin”; els xdn os (eleganter) ypédwv T6: “ (pi llar la ckdflozro.

”

Bergler.

809. Téb
' mepo

‘

is. This refers to a passage found
in the fragments of the M yrmidons of Aeschylus. (No . 123,

Dind. ; N o . 135, Nauck.) The Scholiast says :
’

E xc
‘

ivo c yap

A tflva fl xr
‘waiarrjv Kal e? napozp c

'

av

'

.Os 8
’

it
'

d
-

rtwidowrawAnew-
unity M5709.

mrrye
'w’

d-
rpdxfl p f oeta l? rev derby
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Bins
'

ir iddwa pqxavfiwmepdmar os
Tdd

’

06x im
'

dithe r,ma ro
'

is airrdw« r epair

B enoit)“ yap 6 A iaxtihos derby rpmvmipevov Kai hiyowa r afi‘
ra ,

s
i
n

-

a dv) side 76 Ba.“ e
’mepmpe

’

wv xa l ipn cnappe
'

vov a iarq
'

i. Kai

inte
'

is ody, time ly, mix i n
"

(”th em n daxo p e v r a in -

a , dhha

75 é c u -re v yué p g . The idea was made use of byWaller ,

as quoted by Porson andWheelwright :

That eagle
’
s fate andmine are one,

Who on the shaft thatmade himdie
E spied a feather of his own,
Wherewith he wont to soar so high.

A nd by Byron, also, in his English Bards and Sc otch

Rev iewers,
”
in the beautiful lines on Kirke White

So the struck eagle, stretched upon the plain,

Nomore through rolling c louds to soar again,

V iewed his own feather on the fatal dart,
A ndwinged the shaft that quivered in his heart ;
Keenwere his pangs, but keener far to feel
He nursed the pinion that impelled the steel ;
While the same plumage that hadwarmed his nest
Drank the last life- drop of his bleeding breast.

”

815. xako
'

ipev. G. 88 .

816, 817. E nd/an )» xecpc
'

av . I t is not easy to giv e

an English equivalent for the pun in this passage. Besides
being the name of the c ity, 21rd meant a rap e made of

spartum, or broom, and used for bed- c ords, while Ra pid was

also the c ord, s touter than the other, for a bedstead. The

whole is, probably, an expression of the Athenian dislike
of Sparta, c onveyed in a joke . I t is likely the words had

some assoc iation, now lost, which gav e a pungency to the

allusion thatwe are unable to feel. This passage is referred

to by E ustathius in the c ommentary on I]. I . at xap eévg

(sc . Iwould not put one even on my bedstead.
- 3

’

x¢ov

c l 3x04 “. G. 109, 6 ; 52
,
1.
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820. Xaiimiv n miw, something very grand, or pomp ous.
N s¢shoxoxn ryiamCloud- c uckootoim. Luc ian , in his amus

ing work, Verae Historiae (the original of Gulliv er
’
s Trav

els) , refers to this plac e.

824, 825. e eo-ye
’

w s, A io
'

xivov . Of the former of these

personages, both of whomwere boasters of wealth which
they did not possess, the Scholiast says : A s

’

yma, a . p c

7ake
'mrop6s u s 3306) era riva l , nepai

'

rqs dhaféw, win vddrrhovros.

83 Kamds. 81 1 1ro time-

xvo tip evos 0686
‘

s tram.

iv A rjpocs
”

— and of the latter : “
0570 : n in e, Opunt i

peyor Kai c imi

c ini nkoior cp.

”

826, 827. The bragging is imputed jestingly, and in a

humorous shifting of the c onstruc tion, to the gods, instead

of to the giants. The plain of Phlegrawas in Thrac e ,where
the poets laid the sc ene of the mythical c onflic t between the
gods and giants. Ac c ording to Herodotus (VI I . Phle

gra was the anc ient name of Pal lene, with which the state

ment of Strabo (VII. frag ; 27) agrees.

829. Hoh ofixoc . Patron deity of the c ity, as Athenawas
at Athens. néwkov. Thiswas the sacred shawl, or mantle,
borne in the Panathenaic proc ession to the Ac ropolis, and
plac ed on the statue of Athena. I t was wrought by the

Athenian maidens, and c overed with figures representing
inc idents in the mythic al ac counts c onnec ted with the

histo ry of the goddess herself. Representations of the

proc ession still exist in the remains of the friezes of the

Parthenon, which hav e been often published. There is

a figure of Athena in the Dresden M useum, wearing a

peplus which represents the Olympic gods conquering the

giants. (See M iiller
’

s Denkmaler der alten Kunst, P l. X .
,

N o . The allusion to the peplus in such c lose c on

nec tion with this fable makes it probable that the poet had
seen this v ery representation of the subjec t.
830. women. The epithet of Athena as the goddess

of the c ity.
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and c over the embers, so that the workmen may always

hav e fire within reach ; to run round, with a little bell, to

keep the sentinels alert. This was the duty of the offic ers

See Thucyd. IV. 135. Then, byway of relief, he is told to

get a nap whenever he can. He is also to despatch a herald
up to the gods, and another down to men ; and, hav ing at

tended to these various orders, he is to c ome back for fresh
direc tions.

848 . c hi e fs nap
’

2p) . E uelpides is vexed at these orders.

He gives utteranc e to his v exation jocosely, by repeating
the lastwords of Peistheta iros, nap

’

c
’

p e
’

,
in a different sense ;

and instead of the usual formof polite leav e- taking , xu
'

ipe,

the grumbles out, i mfs, groan, Dev il talce you, 1rap
’

ifl,

for all I c are.

851 windows: n )u napmjv, who shall conduc t the p roces

sion, i. e . the religious c eremonies c onnec ted with the

organization of the c ommonwealth, and its c onsec ration to

the gods.

852. not xipmfia . The servants are direc ted to

take up the basket and the ewer . Says Bothe : M onuit

B. secundumAbresch. Anim. ad A eschylumt. 1, p. 503,

seq., et Dawes. M isc . Grit , p. 235, alpew Rama» esse af erre

c anistrum, sed azpwea. x. idportandumin pompa susc ipere,

et na
'

i, fra
'

i, etc ., dic i pro hoc 6) n ewt s (serv i) , ini é'w6 p37

a ipétrew76 xavoiiv, 6 63 gr apes r ip: xip
'

tfia . Sch. : n )» xipmfia .

T6 asa p. B n)» xs
'

pmfia ap. Hom. esse aquamad ablu

c udas manus, xépmfior autemvas, quo aqua illa c ontinetur,

docuerunt interpp . Pollucis, p. 1292, hoe tamen loco xipvup
pro xepm

'

fitp poni v idetur (per
853 — 860. Ac cording to the Scholiast, these lines of the

chorus are a parody upon a passage in the Peleus of Soph
oc les. (See N auck. F rgm. N o . 446, — nv8«k Boa

'

,

the Pythian org that is, the Paean . xa
'

ipi c . This was a

poor Theban piper . The Scholiast says
‘

o c aitropa
'

fms‘
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inuivros airrm'i ra
'

is siwxiats.
'Hv 63 6 Xa '

ipzs oirros xifiapqaads,

Kai yi
'

yom a ihqriys. Mwmowzifl 63 airrofi Ital tbspsxptims' iv
’

A -

ypo
'

is ° (pip
'

76a) , x c fla p tpdds v i s xa
'

xw'

r o s 376 06 7 0 (6)
I l e un

'

o v M i l ne , ne r d M e
'

h rrr a . B
'

.

l"
1' i a

’

r pip a s i
'

y
'

6 6a X a
'

ip t s .

”

854. wpnapawio
'

as G. 112, N. 7

863. xdpax
'

innscpopfiwpe
'

vov. The piper was a

c row, i. e. the ac to r represented a c rowby decking himself
with a c row’

s head. He also wore amouthpiece, like any

other piper, and so astonished Peisthetairos by the oddity of

The sc ene that follows is a daring burlesque upon the

sacrific ial c eremonies of the Athenians in building the foun
dation of a newc ity. The priest lays the offerings upon

the altar , and then invokes the newgods , beginning, ac c ord
ing to custom, with ‘

E cm'

a (Bird-Vesta) , and applying to the
birds epithets parodied fromthe solemn designations of the
deities. The comic poets were allowed to use great free

domin dealing with the popular religion.

869. Boomipaxe. This is taken fromzovvuipdr os, an epi

thet of Poseidon. See A ristoph. E q. 560, and Sovvcdparos in

Liddell and Sc ott.
870. most . Epitheta A pollinis tribuit cycno, quiApol

lini sac er est. Latina autemin Ortygia insula, quae 6m!»
rawspnsym, a c otnmic ibus dic ta est, A pollinempeperit et

Dianam.

” Bergler . To which Blaydes adds : Latona

igitur, quoad mulier est, tips
-
vyoprjrpa dic itur, ut quae in

Or tygia insula pepererit ; quoad av is est, quia cotumix
ingens.

”

872. Kohawis. A name under which Artemiswaswor
shipped by the inhabitants of M yrr hinus, an Athenian deme
of the tribe Pandionis. Pausanias speaks of a wooden
statue of the goddess, under this appellation, which existed

in the distric t of M yrrhinus in his day. The joke upon the
l 6
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paronomasia between Kau ai: and I n ha bit , a goldfinch, is

not v ery pointed.

873. ¢pvymp W afiq) . Sabazius was the name of the

Phrygian Bac chus. ope
-

yam, a chafi nch, is a.panaiag allu

875. n eoxptm. This indiv idual is mentioned in the

Frogs (1437) as a large, heavy person, and this is the rea~

son why Peisthetairosmakes the ostrichmother Cybele and
mother of Cleoc ritus.

877. abr o
‘

io'
c ml X lom. The Chians were useful allies

to the Athenians at the beginning of the PeIOponnesian war,
and at other times. Wherefore, ac c ording to the sta tement
of the historian Theopompus, quoted by the Scholiast, they
were ac c ustomed to pray to the gods , X ian r e seem «babe

ml odds -w aerate, to bestow blessings on the Chians and on

themselves. See Thucyd. IV. 51. E upolis, also quoted by

the Scholiast, has the following lines z
A 671) X ios, « c hi;milks

116mm. yelp {min ” 39 pakptis, M p0: 6
'

6rav Oriya
-

p

Kai fma n etdapxc
‘

i sakes, animat or chomp i
'mros.”

878 . X loww wpoo
'

xu pe
'

vocs. Themanner inwhich
P eisthetairos speaks of the c ustomof always adding the

Chians in public prayers shows, as the c ommentators well
remark, that their fidelity was a subjec t of ironic al c om
mendation. A nd, in point of fac t, immediately after the

disasters of the Sic ilian expedition, the Chians, togetherwith
the Erythraeans, went ov er to the Lac edaemonians. See

Thucyd. VIII. 4.

879 883. The birds joined as heroes in the invo cation

are — 1rop¢vpimu , the porphgrion (purple water - fowl) .

mam, pelic an, still called in Greec e " therein (the P elec a
nus c rispus see Von der M iihle, p. 132, who says thiswas
the only pelic an known to the anc ient Greeks, and that it is

v ery c ommon in Greec e through thewhole year, frequenting
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884. I Iav traim'

at. Observe that the ac tive and middle
forms are used apparently without distinc tion. xaké

‘

w. G.

112, 1. i s xdpams , a ludic rous introduc tion of a c ommon
imprec ation, suggested here by the invoca tion of so many

885. lepe
'

iov, the vic timwhich the priest is about to sac ri

fic e ; the same as the npoBcifl ov in v . 858.

887. r oirro, i. e. the Vic tim.

890. The priest, ordered away by Peisthetairos, changes
his tune, and promises to invoke only one of the gods.

Sollic itus nimirum,” says Blaydes, as , c ura sac ri pera

gendi Pisthetaeromandata, ipse nullamexto rumpartemhas
bituras sit. Sac erdoti enimv ic timae reliquiae ut et pellis

solebant dari.

894, 895. sinsp ifs-r e, at least, ifyou are to have, 630. G.

49, 1, N. 3. (See above, v . 761, and note.)
897. I

‘
e
'

vesov xai xipara . Like the English skin and

bone.

899. In the entertaining scene which follows, the poet
indulges in a pleasant vein of satire at the expense of the

lyric and dithyrambic poets. The reader of the Clouds will

remember several passages in the same spirit in that play.

Before the c onse c rating c eremonies are fairly c ompleted,
one of these ballad-mongers arriv es,with dithyrambic v erses
cut and dried in honor of the newc ity. The reader will

note the amusingmockery bywhich the poet introduc es the

Doric peculiarities of style, and, in general, the lyricalmove
ments even of Pindar himself. Peisthetairos meets him
with astonishment and c ontempt.
904. M ov e

-

titer dep
dmov 6rpnp69. The poet perhaps alludes

to such passages in Homer as Odys. IV. 23

Orpqpbs depdmov M svehdov Kodakipmo .

Perhaps he had also inmind the lines preserved fromthe

M argites
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Hi l de? fl : ( is Koho¢6wu ‘

ye
'

pn v moi dries
M ovado v deptirmv tea l id hov “ r ol l o ver,

Q ihps 3x0» iv xspa
‘w(W e-

n av Nimr .

Compare also Archilochus,Frag. 1 (52)
E lpl 6

’
37

6

) Gepdrmv pin
’

Ewa7lioco dams-ros,
Kai M ovo

'

e
'

awiparbv diaper imo'rdpems.

906. xdpqv fxm. I twas the fashion among the young
gentlemen at Athens to wear long hair . See Clouds, v . 348 .

But, of c ourse, the slav es c opld not be allowed to imitate
them. The poet calls himself the busy slave of the honey
tongued M uses.

”

907. 0.36m i “ ,
teachers. In dramatic ad

'

airs, the

axakoc was properly the one who trained the chorus and the
ac to rs, and, as this was donemostly by the poet himself, it
also meant the poet.
910. drpgpbv hgddpsov. Brunck says : Poetae amic ulum

brpqpév joc ose vocat, quia erat r ampe'vov. Cary translates
the line, Troth, and thy jacket has seen service , too .

”
I t

is as if the poet had called himself the holy servant of the
M uses, and Peisthetairos had replied, Thou hast a holy

jacket, too .

911. ms impedin g ; A jocose perversion, instead
of saws, equivalent to What the devil brought you up

here ?
” Bothe, however , shows that ¢0eipeo bai is also used,

though in a somewhat different sense, where no suc h play
upon the word is intended. He c ites fromDemosthenes, in
E d. p. 560, 8 : “ M ixdewoi rule

'

s slow, 3) di 6s
i

AOnva
'

ioc, (bas i

p s o
'da t upds r obs nkovm'ovs, i. e. in j oining themselves to the

rich to their own hurt.
912— 914. M ilo ) , xdxhia, napdiva a , E tpwvidov . Cyc lic songs,

that is, songs spng by c irc ular choruses round the altars of

the gods, generally in honor of Dionysos ; and songs sung in

the samemanner by choruses ofmaidens, in the commsition
16
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of which Simonides excelled. F or an exc ellent ac c ount of

the different spec ies of Greek lyr ical c omposition, see M iil
ler

’
s History of Greek Literature, Chapters X IV .

,
XV.

916. mil es sky
'

fm. G. 10, 1, N. 3.

917. dexdmv. See note to 494.

919— 925. This poetic al flight is in imitation of one ofPin
dar’

s Hyporchemes. See Donaldson’
s Pindar, pp. 356

,
357.

The words are also alluded to by Plato , Phaedrus, p. 236 D.

924. Teg
‘

i n estl e, nutn tui capitis.

” Blaydes.

925. iplv r eiv. Says Blaydes : “ M hi tibi. Doric e pro

e
’

po c
'

, a
'

oi. Dithyrambic os irridet, et prae c ipue P indarum,
qui hujusmodi Dorismos ingerebant. Apud Pindar umrs

e
’

p iv frequens est in petitionibus, utmonet Scholiasta . Ri

dic ule hie igitur n ip post 2v infert dithyrambicus, quasi
poetamdonando aliquo munere sibimet benefac turus sit

Pisthetaerus, propter eximia c armina, quibus c umc elebrans

poeta gratiamrelaturus sit.
”

926. nape
'

ga npciypa ra , will give us trouble.

927. E l «inocpwéobpeoa, Unless we shall get rid of
himby giving himsomething . G. 50, 1, N. 1 .

928 . 0 3 mg . Addressed to an attendant — w oman. This
was an outside garmentmade of skin.

931 940. The words of the poet are still a parody
upon Pindar . See Donaldson’

s Pindar, p. 357

N opdbsamydp iv Emma‘s dhdra t Erpdrtov,
“

Os 6pa§o¢6pqr ov oixov ob aria-

arm
’

Axhei;s 8
'

3 a .

This fragment is part of the same Hyporcheme as the

prec eding, and is derived from the same sourc e (Schol.
A ristoph. A v . I t is stated that Hiero had given the
mules, with whic h he hadwon the Pythian v ic tory in ques
tion, to his charioteer , who seems to hav e been one Straton,
and Pindar here begs, in a roundabout way, that he will
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nymphs. His orac les, some of which are preserv ed by

Herodotus and Pansanias, were in hexameter verse. See,

for examme ,Hdt. VIII. 20, 77. He is mentioned also in

the Knights and Peac e of Aristophanes. There was a c ol

lec tion of his orac les, like the Sibylline books at Rome.
These orac les are here burlesqued, as well as the supersti

tion of c onsulting soothsayers, like Lammu, for instanc e,
before engaging in any enterprise of moment. The temper
ofmindwhic h led the Athenians to find some anc ient orac le
applic able to any remarkable ev entwhich happenedmay be
illustrated fromThucydides, in his ac c ount of the c om
menc ement of the Peloponnesian war. But the disposition

exists ev erywhere among men. Sc arc ely a day passes

without some anc ient predic tion appearing in the newspa

pers, by which present events have been foretold. But the

whole rac e of soothsayers, and their tricks and evasions, are

mercilessly deal twithmore than onc e by Aristophanes.

959
,
960. F or nplv after a negative sentence , see

G. 106, N. 2.

962, 963. M eet. Referring to the v ocpckia, the wolf
fr iendship , and intended as a hit at the two Athenians, who

designated by the wolv es, that have founded a c itywith
the c rows (see ante, 6pvias, Bird- town, which was plac ed
between Co rinth and Sicyon) , per usal, &c .

966. nonspg, Pandora , i. e. the all-giver . The purpose
of the soothsayer being to extort gifts fromthe founders of
the newc ity, be signific antly repeats an orac le c ommanding
themto sac rific e to the all-giver . This is pleasantly brought
out in the following lines.
967. as 6

6

are. G. 61, 3 . Notic e the Epic forms u
’

and

abpm(v . as well as the dac tylic hexameter .

969. BtBM ov, the book, i. e. the book c ontaining the ora

c les of Bac is.
970. awl-M um , the entra ils, i. e. of the vic timabout to
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977. e
’

éeypadrcipqv, I have had copied. Observe the forc e
of themiddle v oic e.

983. A a
'

psrwv, A tonu
'

dqs. Both noted soothsayers. The

former ismentioned in the Clouds .

987, seq. A new charac ter now arrives in the c ity.

M eton, the c elebrated observer and astronomer, who de

v ised the cyc le of nineteen years. See Diet. of Antiq.,
under Calendar . Gr . also, Fasti Hellenic i, p. 304. M eton

is also the subjec t of the jests of Aristophanes elsewhere.

See Clouds, 615, seq.
, and note. The Sc holiast says

M ir ow 6pwr os do rpov6por kai yewpirpqs. Tov
'

r ov iaria 6

imavrbs 6 heydpevos M ir covos. ¢I>qa i bi Ran ia
-mares iv Kokmwf)

a
’

vddepti 7: Gina: abroi) darpohoymo
'

v. E btppdwos di, 67; r iw

66pm? hr in Kohawov .

988. r i d awv (se. fixes ) G. 109, 5.

993 .

‘

EM a. x6 norms. Besides the explanation of the

referenc e to Co lonos, given by the Scholiast, the jest ln

tended ismuch the same as if, in speaking of some famous
personage, we should say of himthat he was known to

America and to Hull.
996. nwyia . The sky is c ompared to a 111476159, or extin

guisher , in the Clouds. See Clouds, 96, and note, with the

referenc es there given. The whole passage is made pur
posely nonsensical.

1000.

‘

Ominke : r srpdywvos, that the c irc le may be

1004.

”
A vbpmms Gallic , Thefellowis a Thales.

1007. E emkar ofiv-m. Strangers were sometimes driven
out in a body fromSparta . The general inhospitality of

Sparta is touched upon by Isoc rates (Panegyricus) , a nd

c ontrastedwith the liberality of Athens.

1009. wamcifere ; are you atfeud
1010

,
1011.

‘

opoeupasav same, We are of onemind,
to thrash all the rascals.
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1012, 1013. bis-67amrip
’ G. 52, 2. Nb a,

R s, by Zeus, you had better ; for I don
’

t knowwhether you
c ould be too quick. abrau

'

, they, i. e. the blows.
1015. duap crpij o

'

a s. The word is used, of c ourse, in

allusion to M eton
’

s offer to survey and lay out the town.

He noworders himtomake tracks (68063) in another sense.

1016. npdfcm. Boeckh, Public E conomy of the A the

nians (Book I. Chap. says : The Greeks tolerated a

spec ies of c onsul in the person of the Proxenus of each

state, who was c onsidered as the representativ e of his c oun

try, andwas bound to protec t the c itizens who traded at the

plac e. I f, for example , an inhabitant of Herac lea died at

any place, the Proxenus of Herac lea was, by v irtue of his

oflic e, obliged to make inquiries c onc erning the property

which he left behind him. On one oc casion,when an inbah

itant of Herac lea died at Argos, the Proxenus of Herac lea
received his property.

” Upon the inia xonos the same writer
says : A s the Spartans had their Harmosts, so had the

Athenians offic ers named Episc opi (inta kes -

os, spike s“ ) as

inspec tors in the tributary states ; An tiphon had mentioned
themin his oration c onc erning the tribute of the Lindians,

but we are no t informed whether they were in any way
c onc erned with the collec tion of the tributes.

” He after

wards adds, that the Episc opi, who were sent to subjec t

states, received a salary, probably at the c ost of the c ities

overwhich they presided. See also Diet. of Antiq.
, upsgsm

and E nid -

xenon

1017. nuipq) , by the bean. Alluding to the mode of ap
pointing certain ofiicers at Athens, beans b eing used in

drawing the lots . F or the v arious modes of elec tion, see

Hermann’
s Political Antiquities, 148 (formerly

The E pisc Opus was doubtless represented as an eti
'

eminate
young fellow, likemany indiv iduals employed in diplomacy
now- a-days.
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1038. difmuftot, i. e. 01 dron igwt. A ludic rous name,
formed fromamen», to lament, in imitation of the name of

the Olophyxians. As if the dec ree ran, A ll Cal ifornians

shall use the same weights and measures with the Green

landers and Peisthetairos replied, But you shall

speedily use the same with the Groanlanders.

1041 Kal oi
‘

opac, &c ., I summon Peisthetairos for tile

month M unyckz
'

on, to answer for outrage. F or the forms
of summoning, see Clouds, v . 495, and note . The ypa ctr

‘

;

63mm was an ac tion spec ifically prov ided for in Attic
law. See M eier and Schiimann’

s Attic Proc ess, Book
III. 1, Chap. 2, 5. The month M unychion (April) was
the month in which cases between Athenians and foreign

ers came up for trial, that being the time when strangers,

and particularly deputies fromthe tributary states, were
present in Athens to pay the annual tax.

1045. cm’

fltqv. A was a c olumn set up in some
public plac e, on which were engrav ed laws, treaties, dec rees,
and other documents of public c onc ern. A c cording to the

c olumn is, then, ac cording to law.

1047. ypdqm Bpuxpcis, I lay the damages at ten

thousand dra chmas. The ypaqir
‘

; 65pm: was one of the

ac tions technically called 676m: mum-oi, i. e. cases in which
the c ourt had to dec ide the penalty. But, in so doing , the

prosec utor was required to fix his estimate of the crime, and
the other party, when found guilty, also was called upon to

do the same. The question to be dec ided by the c ourt was,
which of the two estimates should be adopted as a legal sen

tence . See Notes to Kennedy
’
s Demosthenes ; M eier and

Schiimann
, Book III.

, Introd. 2

1049. fijs mm; xar en
'

kas. Quod nefariumerat. Sic

xarardtéiv t
'e T ara -ra in s in Ran. 364. Videtur respic ere

poeta ad A lc ibiadis ac cusationem de Hermis mutilandis,
quod etiamnoetu evenisse testa tur Thucyd. VI. Blay
des.
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l 050. Offi c e. The priest, apparently out of patienc e

with the numerous delays, is star ting to go away and offer

his sac rifice in some more quiet plac e. This is addressed

to himas he turns to depart. Peisthetairos and the others

follow him, leav ing the Chorus alone. Bergler, however,
remarks : E xcusationemhanc fac iunt intus sac rific andi,

ne hirc us immoletur . In Pac . 1021, Trygaeus ingenue id

fatetur
‘

Akk
'

cia o) (pipe r ,

Ov
'

c as rd pnpt
'

38d ? » Beiip
’

zxdxpc

X ot
‘
if ro rs npcifiar ov rq

'

i xoprryqi aé fcrat .

Upon this, the Chorus sings a song of exultation in the

pride of their new- found dignities, looking forward to the

honors which their exalted position and great servic es are

to bring them. While they are thus employed, the sac

rific ial rites are elsewhere performing ; and at the c lose

of the chorus, the oflic ial personages return, announc ing that

all the auspic es are favorable .

1058. tram-6am. In this and the following lines, the
birds nowassume the dignity, attributes, and epithets of the

1059 1061. oi dnofido xer ac . The c onstruc tion

is this : the relativ e oi refers to eqpa
‘

iv, and has for its verb

a
’

trofidaxorr ac, to be supplied fromdn ofio
'

o
'xcr ac i¢¢f6p¢va ap

plies to the insec ts which c onsume the fruits of the trees,

andwhic h are dev oured by the birds.

1067. A tayépav. Diagoras, the M elian, is often alluded

to as an atheist. Lysias, in the oration against Ando
c ides,mentions a price hav ing been set upon his head, on

ac count of his hav ing thrown ridic ule upon the religion of

the Athenians. I n the Clouds, Soc rates is c alled the .Melz
°

an
,

for the purpose of casting reproac h or ridicule upon him,
by c onnec ting his name with the doc trines of the M elian

unbeliev er . F or an exc ellent and candid ac c ount of this

17
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person, see the artic le in Smith
’

s Diet. of Greek and Roman
Biography.

1068, 1069. This is intended as a pleasant satire upon

the Athenian exaggerations in expressing their hatred of

tyranny, and the afi
'

ec tation of the orators of exc essive zeal

fer the democ racy. Here is an ofi
'

er of a talent for any one

who shall kill any of the dead tyrants. Blaydes thinks the

poet alludes indirec tly to themutilators of the Hermae, the
Hermoc op idae, who were regarded by the Athenians in the
light of tyrants, and for killing whoma rewardwas offered.

(See Thucydides, VI. In imitation of these Attic
proc lamations, the Chorus proc eeds forthwith to offer re

wards for slaying c ertain persons who may be c onsidered

the natural enemies of the republic of the birds. Philoc

rates is the poulterermentioned early in the play. S rpmiflwv
is formed, in imitation of gentile names, fromwpoiidos, a
sparrow.

1073. mivov s. Probably a spec ies of ortolan , a small
bird sold in themarket ofAthens. Perhaps the Embenoza
c aesia . See Von der M iihle, p. 40.

1074. xlxkac , thrushes. The Turdusmusieus probably ;
it is still c alled in Greec e rféxka .

1075. aodelxoww. See v v . 308 and 806. Usually called

the blackbird, but very different from the English or

American bird known under that name. I t is the Turdus

merula , still called in Greec e nos
-(up

'

s. See Von der M iihle,

p. 63.

1076. tips “ 3x“ . G. 112
, N. 7

1077. « d enim, to decoy. The Scholiast says : eqpa iew,
trpoxahé

'

troat . E ié fiamv in ufihoiiwc
’

r rwa f air dpn
'

aw laf dm s
’

r

du n ltp, 6mmff) dwarf; upoaxaholr o r t) 6pocoy Dec oy- birds

were c alled by the Greeks wh o
’

s
-

pint.

In the antistrophe , other priv ileges of the birds are very

poetic ally set forth.
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lyrical poem, generally a song of praise in honor of some
god, and then rec ites, in trochaic v erses (of which there

should, regularly, be sixteen) , some joking complaint, some
reproac h against the c ity, some witty sally against the

people , with more or less referenc e to the leading subjec t

of the play : this is called the epirrhema, or what is s aid
in addition.

’ Both pieces, the lyrical strophe and the epir

rhema, are repeated antistrophically. I t is c lear that the

lyric al piec e, with its antistrophe , arose fromthe phallic

song ; and the epirrhema, with its antepirrhema, fromthe

gibeswith which the chorus of revellers assailed the first

persons theymet. I twas natural, as the parabasis c ame in
themiddle of the whole c omedy, that, instead of these jests

direc ted against indiv iduals, a c onc eption more significant

andmore interesting to the public at large should be sub

stituted for them while the gibes against indiv iduals, suit

able to the original nature of c omedy, though without any

referenc e to the c onnec tion of the piece,might be put in the
mouth of the chorus whenever oc c asion served.

A s the parabasis c ompletely interrupts the ac tion of the

c omic drama, it c ould only be introduc ed at some espec ial
pause ; we find that Aristophanes is fond of introduc ing it

at the point where the ac tion, after all sorts of hindranc es

and delays, has got so far that the c risis must ensue, and it
must be determinedwhether the end desiredwill be atta ined

or not. Such, however, is the laxity with which c omedy
treats all these forms, that the parabasismay even be divided
into two parts, and the anapaestical introduc tion be sepa
rated fromthe choral song ; there may even be a sec ond

parabasis (but without the anapaestic march) , in order to

mark a. sec ond transition in the ac tion of the piec e.

”

1096. min now finds, atfiudge us vic tors. Supplymacaw.
1097. anat omy , Pan '

s who, being appointed judge
of beauty between the rival goddesses, rec eived from
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Aphrodite, to whomhe had adjudged the palm, the gift of
Helen.

1099. A avpmfl xal, Lauria
‘

n owls, i. e . coins bear»

ing
‘

the figure of an owl. See note to v . 303. Laurian,
because the Attic c oinage was supplied fromthe silver

mines of Laurion, for an ac c ount of which see Boeckh
’
s

Public Ec onomy of the Athenians, Book III. Chap. 3 . See

also Herodotus, VII. 144; Thucyd. I II . 55. The Laurian
owls are to make their nests in the purses of the judges,
and hatch small change.

1103 . c
’

pt
’

dropev rrpds denim There is a play upon the

word «in -tr, which, besides signifying an eagle, is also an

architec tural term, like de
’

rwpa , the pediment.
1104. dpxidcov, a p etty oj ic e.

1106. nmopfivas, birds
’
c rop s.

1107. hr 8
3

p t) xpr
'mr e (so. {1s math ) . See V . 1096.

xal xa
'mrfie is Imperativ e. pqvio xovs. These were c resc ent

shaped c ov erings, to protec t the statues frombeing soiled by

the birds . The rainbow, or glory, encirc ling the heads of

saints in Christian statuary and painting,was borrowed from
the c ustomof the Greek artists of plac ing these c resc ents

over their statues. (pope
'

iv. G. £5 97. The chorus tells

themthat they had better bec ome bronze statues, so as to

wear prjm
'mtoc.

1108 . 89 hr w) 3x” c
'

civ r es pr) pr
'

p
’

3x”. G. 60 ;

61, 3 .

Peisthetairos, hav ing c ompleted the sac rific es, reappears

upon the sc ene, and at the samemoment a messenger hur
ries in, out of breath, to announc e the c ompletion of the c ity

wall .
1113. drou newdpeOa . G. 65, 1.

1114.

’

A7t¢et6v « View, breathing A lpheus. The allusion

is to the rac es at Olympia, near the banks of the Alpheus.
1116. dpxw 6 dpxmr.

17‘
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1119. Hpofo u
'

a d Kapm c ris, Proxmt
'

des of Bragtown.

The person here referred to as a braggart is spoken of also

in the Wasps. Keywor d s, formed fromxéps os, as if there

were a deme bearing that name. Carey translates it of
Dragland. F or Theagenes, see ante, v . 824. F or see

G. 42, 3.

1120 1122. dppaf e r ap dao
'

ut
'mr, might drive two

chariots past each other , with horses harnessed as la rge as

the Wooden alluding to the or ec topi c
-we lan es, in the

c apture of Troy. The allusion was the more amusing to

the audience, fromthe c ircumstance that a brazen statue of

the Trojan horse stood on the Acro polis, perhaps in full

1124. roii p
d

xpovs, genitive of exc lamation.

1126. M ar in
-
nos.

“ t ao cptip o s . Oi Atr ia
-m e

’

xo

pqiboiirro «in dxdotpdpot. Kai c
’

v Barpéxors a t : o f" :

dpawr
’

do [fir dpawr
’

] ood
'

e
'

xa r dv A ly tirr r t o u
— Sch.

notumest ex Herodoti Eute rpe, ut plerique reges assidue

c oegerint c os c aementa portare ad exstruendas praec ipue

pyramides.

” Bergler. The labors of the Egyptians in
building the Pyramids are referred to, a full ac c ount of

which is given by Herodotus, Lib. II. 124, seqq. The

reader will also remember the tasks imposed upon the

Israelites during their enslavement in Egypt.
1130. Aldous. Perhaps the c ommon notion, that the c ranes

carried in their beaks, or swallowed, stones, to steady them
selves in their flight, a notion which Aristotle remarks
upon in his Histo ry of Animals, may have arisen from
observ ing that some birds swallow gravel as a kind of

digester . I t appears in sev eral forms in the Scholiasts.

One story is, that the cranes carry stones, so that, when
wearied with flying, they may asc ertain by dropping one

whether they ar e over land or water . A t any rate , this

popular error is v ery happily employed by the poet in the

pre sent passage.
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this ofiic e on ac c ount of their skill in lining their nestswith

mud. The trowel is the swallow’
s tail, which bears some

resemblanc e to the broad, fiat trowel used by the anc ient

masons. Besides this, the poet had observed that the swal

lowuses its tail for the v ery purpose that a mason uses his

trowel. I t also carries the mud in its beak, as here repro

sented ; like little boys,
“
a tp ueruli,

”
as explained by Blaydes,

qui gaudent aliquid a tergo trahere, et baculo ligneo equi

instar insidentes c ruribus divaric atis c urrere.

” Something
is wanting tomake the grammatical c onstruc tion of the text

c omplete ; as it stands now, there is an asyndeton.

l 156. I
’
ll wash myself. He had c ome in

great haste, andwas still c ov eredwith dirt.

1157. Oiroc . Addressed to Peisthetairos, who stands in

silent amazement at what he has just heard.

1162. mfifiixqv Bl inder . The allusion is to a war - danc e,

c alled the pyrrhic ,
- lookingfull offight like ¢6vov stem,

Aesch. Sept. 478, and
”
Amy, dedopxdr o v, Id. 53.

The second messenger now comes running in, out of

breath. Some one has passed through the gate s without
permission of the authorities.
1170. oflxov v ixpr

'

jv rre
'

pdta t ought they not to have sent

G. 49, 2, N. 3 . A protasis is implied, if they had done
their duty, or something similar . trepurdltov c . The young

men of Athens were c lassed under the designation of 3950506

when they reached the age of eighteen. The two following
years theywere sent to the frontiers to guard the strong

holds and military posts, and for the general protec tion of

the Attic territory. During this period they were c alled

trepirrohor, or roamers. The allusion and applic ation here are

obv ious. See Hermann, Polit. An tiq. 121 (formerly
1171 1174. The nept

'

rrohoc, who are sent in pursuit, are

the swiftest and strongest of the birds of prey ; all with

crooked talons, the hawks. falc ons, vultures, carrion- c rows,
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turn eagles. A ll the birds herementioned are desc ribed by

Von der M iihle . The tumult in the air is doubtless a

parody on a passage in some play very likely one of

Aeschylus.

After a fewstrains of lyric v erse, Iris, the messenger of
the gods, is brought. She is the interloper, who , being sent

on an embassy to the earth, has rashly entered the c ity, and

nowappears in the august presenc e of Peisthetairos.

1179, 1180. xa
'

opet was. G. 84, N. 2.

1190. Myers txpi
‘

p , you ought to tell. (See v .

G. 49, 2, N. 3 .

1192. rrltoior, 3mm?) Blaydes has the following note

Navis an p etasus Navem esse c am putat, aut quia
v estis ojus impetu v olandi v eli instar sinuosa fac ta erat,

aut propter alas quas habebat ; habent enimet nav es quasi
alas quaedamremos : petasumearn putat propter alas vel

pinnas.

”
But perhaps the best illustration of the text is

the passage in M ilton
’

s Samson Agonistes, where the

appearance of Balilah is desc ribed

Butwho is this 2what thing of sea or land
F emale of sex it seems,
That so bedecked, ornate , and gay,

Comes thisway sailing ,

Like a stately ship

Of Tarsus , bound for the isles

Of J avan or Gadire,

With all her bravery on, and tackle trim,

Sails filled, and streamers waving .

”

1193. népakos, 6 Sahapwia F or an ac count of these

fast -sailing public vessels of the Athenians, see note to

vv . 146, 147.

1196. chief“ . G. 25, N. 5.

1201. xohouipxovs. Praefec tos excubiarum. Kohoco
‘

is enim
c ustodia novae urbis c ommissa erat.

” Blaydes. Sec V . 1167.

1202. Lit. the seal, i. e. thepassport, which, it
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seems, was employed in anc ient times, stammd with the

offic ial seal of the proper authorities. See Becker’
s Chari

c les, Note 15 to Sc ene I ., and the authorities there quoted.

1204. tendered.

1210. 2d pers. pass., J ustic e is not done you.

You ought to have been already punished for your audac ity.

1211.

'

Ipi8aw, genitive afte r dcxadrar
'

.

1215, 1216. d belongs to dpxopev and a
’

xol aom tfr e, as is

shown by the use of pe
'

v and 8
6

. G. 54
, Remark. On

the other hand,wa s. is c onnec ted byml to fl ewdpeOa,

and forms part of the apodosis.

1217.

'

A xpoaréov xpetr
'rdmv, You have got to obey

your betters in tum. G. 114
, 2. (See v .

1218 . vam hc
'

is. The idea of the ship is still kept up.

1220. tbp
d

a
'

ovo
'

a 06cm, to bid themsacnj
‘ic e. F at. part.

expressing purpose . The sac rific ial forms, in the following
lines, are borrowed fromthe religious rites of the Atbo
nians.

1224. ya
'

p. The use of the partic le here is ellip

tic al, and itmay be rendered, What ! are you and, in

the next c lause, To be sure, for
1226. dvr e

'

ov a im-our. The v erbal in réov is equiv alent in

sense to the infinitive with are; here, then, a : 96m arma,
it is their duty to sac rific e. The c onstruc tion is ad sensum,
sinc e v erbals usually take the dative of the agent. (See
v . G. 114, 2.

1228, 1229. The language here is a parody upon A eschy
lus

,
A g . 581, 584.

1231. A txvpm
'

atr fioha
'

ir, with Likymm
'

an bolts. The

allusion is to a lost play of E uripides, called Likymnios,
in whic h one of the personages was struck by a thunder
bolt. The whole Speech of Iris is an amusing parody on

the obligate loftiness of the tragic style.

1233. A vadv, Qp a . Here is a parody upon some lines
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1260, 1261. Erstpdvq) xpvo
'

qi. One of the most noted

among the honors bestowed for eminent public serv ic es was
the c onferring of a golden c rown. Perhaps this is the best

known fromthe fac t, that the great c ontest of oratory be

tween Demosthenes andAeschines grewout of a proposition

to c rown the former.
1264. (pe

'

pet, 2d pers.mid., thou rec eivest for thyself.

1267 seq. were Spartan-mad. This af

fec tation of imitating the Lac edaemonian modes of life,

ways of speaking, and manners, seems at times to have

been pretty extensively prevalent at Athens, and is often

spoken of the anc ients. See Plutarch, Life of Alc ibiades,
Chap. 23, rfi awl?” l uxuriant» ; Demosthenes against Conon,
p. 1267, 22, e

’

axvdpmrdxammi kamvifew (fina l ; and Plato,
Protag. 342 B, Gorg. 515 E. The partic ular modes in
which the afi

'

ec ta tion manifested itself are desc ribed in the

lines which follow. With respec t to the whims c harged

upon Soc rates, see the Clouds, passim.

1269. Smdht
’

c an ted Spartan c anes . The

allusion here is to the scytale, bymeans of which the go v

ernment of Sparta correspondedwith the generals or kings

when absent on some foreign ente rprise. Smith (Diet. of
Gr. and Rom. A nt.) thus briefly desc ribes it When a

king or general left Sparta, the ephors gave to hima staff

of a. definite length and thickness, and retained for them
selves another of prec isely the same size . When they had

any c ommunic ations to make to him, they cut the material
Upon which they intended to write into the shape of a nar

rowribbon, wound it round their staff, and then wrote upon

it the message which they had to send to him. When the

strip of writing material was taken fromthe staff; nothing
but single letters appeared, and in this state the strip was

sent to the general, who, after hav ing wound it round his

staff, was able to read the c ommunication.

”
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1273. voptiv. There is a play upon the double meaning
tropi c , pasture, and mino r, law.

1274. xar iipav 3: rd fitfihia . Here again is a play upon

the word ficfiht
’

ov, which naturally suggests the Btfihos, or

papyrus plant. xaraipew is to c ome ashore, to land ; trans

late, they would land, or alight, upon the leaves, meaning,
theyfl ewat onc e to the law c ases. F or xa

-

rfipar «iv, see G.

30, 2. The whole of this,
”
as Cary remarks : “ is ih

tended to represent the eagerness of the Athenians for
legislation and lawdisputes ; a never - failing topic of ridicule

with Aristophanes.”

The reasons why the poet attac hes names of birds to c er

tain indiv iduals c annot, in all these c ases, be c ertainlymade
out. Doubtless there were personal peculiarities belonging
to all these individuals, which gav e the applic ation a point

highly amusing to the audienc e who were familiar with
them.

1278. Hang. Ac cording to the Scholiast, this was the
name of a lame innkeeper ; but the poet pretends it was
giv en himon ac c ount of his c raft and dishonesty.

1279. M evlmrq) . M enippus, of whomnothing is known,
was c alled the swallow, probably on ac count of some imper
fec tion of speech ; sinc e the Greeks

‘

c ompared such defec ts

to the twittering of swallows. See Agamemnon of A eschy

lus, v . 974. The Sc holiast has another explanation, quite
too far - fetched.

1280. «spas. The one- eyed Opuntius was c alled the

c row, ac c ording to the Scholiast, because he had a large,

beak- shaped nose.

1281. Kopvdds. Philoc les was called the tufl ed larlc, on

ac count of the pec uliar shape of his head, as the Sc holiast

says. He is elsewherementioned as deformed (see Thesm.

“ A laxpdr div alaxpfiwworn . Probably there is also

some allusion to the debauched charac ter of Philoc les.

18



206 N O T E S .

xq én e. The nickname of goosefoa: is giv en to Thea

genes on ac count of his rogueries. The same person has
been mentioned before.

1282. m. Lyc urgus (not the orator of that name) is
said to hav e been called the Ibis, either on ac c ount of his

having been born in Egypt, or because he had lived there.

Pherecrates, as quoted by the Scholiast, c alled the Egyptians
the countrymen of Lyc urgus. I t is quite as likely, how
ever, to have been some peculiarity of his personal appear

anc e,
— as the length and small size of his legs,

- which
suggested the nickname . This is the v iew adopted by
Blaydes. wampIs. Chairephon is thewell- known disc iple
of Soc rates, mentioned often by Plato and Xenophon, and

ridic uled in the Clouds. He was c alled the Bat, on se

c ount of his dark c olor,melancholy temperament, and thin

voic e .

1283. Rim. Syracusius is said to hav e been a.prating

orator, hanging about the bema, and seizing every oppor

tunity to harangue the people . So he is c ompared to the

pigeon, sitting and cooing upon the roof- tree .

1284.

‘

0prvf. M eidias was called the Omar, or quail,
bec ause he was like a quail struck in the head by a game
ster. The allusion here is to

.

a play c alled dpfl ryoxorria, or

quail
- striking, which is desc ribed by Pollux. The game

sters themselves were called o
'

pn ryoxdu
'

oc, or mqboxtmu .

The sport c onsisted in throwing or striking at a quail, set

up as a mark, and perhaps was not unlike the shooting

matches of our day. See Becker’
s Charic les , Sc ene

note 6 ; Julius Pollux, VII. 136 ; M eursius, De Ludie Grae
c orum, dpn ryoxorrla. M eidias is supposed by Blaydes to

hav e been c alled a quail bec ause he was a gamester and

c ock- fighter. But it ismore likely, I think, fromthe turn

of the phrase here, that the po int of resemblanc e was some
singularity in the shape of the head. The Scholiast, how
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The scene that follows is amusing, and c losely related, as

are all the sc enes in Aristophanes, to the pec uliarities of

Hellenic so c iety. The three personages, Parric ide , Kine

sias, and Sycophant, who arrive in suc c ession, ea c h with
his charac teristic purposes, and all singing in lofty dithy

rumbio strains, at onc e embody the deepest satire on the

private and political vic es of the times, and throwthe gayest
ridic ule upon the empty verbosity of the popular poets.

1323. yevoipav . G. 82.

1324. ii: a . G. 44
,
1, N. 3 (b) .

1327.

"
A rden: det ou

'

r, singing of eagles.

1329. 706m'r eo'da t. G. 95, 1.

1337. be by wea lthy”. G. 18, 1.

1340, seq. Peistheta iros quotes to the Parric ide the law
of the storks, because, says Blaydes, inter c iconias et pullos

earumsummus existit amor.

”

1341. nipfieo
'w. The mipfietr were c olumns on whic h laws

were published, espec ially those which c ontained the laws
of Solon, and which were also called See Plut.

Sol. 25. See Clouds, v . 448, and note.

1344. milky, in turn.

1345, 1346. floamre'ov, it would be a

deal of good, by Zeus , that I got by c oming here, if Imust
feedmyfather , too.

1348. 8pm» dptpavo
'

v, Tanquamavemarbam, quae hon
p atrema lendumhabeat.” Blaydes.
1349. oil buodéa onat, I

’
ll suggest a good thing .

w as is used exac tly like the French p asmal.
1350 1356. The plan of Peisthetairos is to armthe

Parric ide like a fighting bird, withwing , and Spur , and c rest,

and send himofi
'

to Thrac e , bidding himto enlist in that ser
v ic e, to support himself by his pay, and let his father liv e.

The sending himto Thrac e is an allusion to the numerous
expeditions

'

which the Athenians sent for a series of years
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into the North, to ac t against the M ac edonians and the

Lac edaemonians. See Thirlwall’s History of Greec e, Vols.
I I I . and IV. ; Thucyd. IV. 75, seq. Grote , Vol. IV.

1359. The poet Kinesias, who is satirized in the Clouds
also, nowmakes his appearanc e, singing appropriate strains.

He was a dithyrambic poet, of no great ability, but one of

the c orrupters of the poetical andmusical style of the time.

Besides this, ac c ording to Athenaeus, he was so tall and

thin, that he was obliged to wear staysmade of linden-wood.

To this the epithet ¢tkbpwov, v . 1363, refers. His life was
dishonored by gross impiety and lowv ic es.

1364. Tl market's ; rud ely node is a tragic expres

sion, oc c urring in Euripides, Orest. 632. Kinesiss is said to

hav e been lame. tri color also refers to his Cyc lic c ompositions.
Translate, Why dost then turn thy ha ltingfoot hitherward ?
1367. Hate -

ar pot, Cease your singing , and tellme
what youmean . Give up poetry, and let us have prose and

dec ency. G. 112, 1.

1370. smears , preludes. A ll this is in ridic ule of the

frigid bombast of the dithyrambic poets.

1375. skim. 109, 6 ; 5 52, 1 .

1376. 861
?

37076 , Not I , infaith. To which Kinesiss
replies, Yes, you sha ll too , byHer c ules.

1381. The Scholiast explains this as a c ry to stop
the rowing of the oarsmen. But it is elsewhere used to

enc ourage and stimulate them. (Utdbpopov aka
'

pevo c , having

leaped the sea
- c ourse. Blaydes very justly remarks of this

andwhat follows : Obscuritatemdithyrambicorumirridet
poeta, qui c onstruc tionibus v erborumobscuris et figuris ex

quisitis gaudent.
”

1386.

'

Ahinevov
‘re
'

pmnv, cutting the harborlessfur
rowof the air . M ira et audac issima metaphorarumcon

junc tio ,more dithyrambicorum. Blaydes.
1389, 1390. Tav '

rl dei These lines refer to the

18 ‘
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arrangements for the poetic al and music al festiv ities. The

tribes rivalled eac h other in the splendor of their prepara

tions for the dithyrambic , tragic , and c omic c ontests. Kine

sias represents himself as an objec t of c ontention to the

tribes, as a trainer of the Cyc lic c horus.

1392. Amman”, for Leotrophides, i. e. as choregus.

The choregus was the indiv idualwhose turn itwas to fur

nish the entertainment. He is said to have been a person

of a v ery slight figure, for whic h reason the poetmakes him
a c itizen of Nepheloc oc cygia. He is mentioned in a frag

ment of the c omic poet Hermippus, preserved by A the
naeus. Bothe gives a different interpretation, Will you

stay herewith us , and train a chorus of birds, light as Leo

trophides.

1393. Ra pe
-tribe del i,» Blaydes disc usses the question

why the poet names the tribe Ktxpom
'

r. He thinks it is

partly because Leotrophides belonged to that tr ibe , and

partly in the way of a punning allusion to the bird xpéxa , as

if he had said xpexmriBa (tul i p, and suggests that this may
be the true reading. There is a question of c onstruc tion

which the c ommentators have not touched, namely, that of
the ac c usativ e emi t». I t seems to me to be in apposition

with xoptiv ; the Chorus then is the Cec ropid tribe . A nd

why the Cec rOpid tribe ? First, one of the tribes ofAthens
bore this name ; and sec ondly, there is a play on the word,
as the Athenians themselv es were cal led Cecmpians, from
King Cec rops. The c horus of flying birds, then, is nothing
more than a satiric al desc ription of the Athenians, who are

elsewhere ridiculed for their lev ity and fickleness by similar
c omparisons to birds.
1395. upin dv dmbpdpw. G. 67, 1.

1396. The Sc phant nowmakes his appearanc e, c om
plaining that the winged birds hav e nothing. v otpa

'

vms,”
says Smith (Diet. of “ in the time ofAristophanes
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1406. madam. A c ity of A cbaia, where c loths of

peculiar excellence were manufac tured. The idea of go ing

to Pollene is suggested by the shabby garments of the

1407. d yn
'

pp mammals, an island summoner . M any

c lasses of lawsuits the inhabitants of the islands and the

c onfederated c ities were obliged to bring up for adj udi

c ation in the courts of Athens. F or xq flp, see note on

v . 146.

1409. npayparobi¢qs3 a hunter - up of lawsuits.
1410. ad obpevos, summoning to court.

1411.

‘

Yt bmpiryc v aodnin
'

qrov ; Like the expres

sion inr
’

« swipes, c ited by the Sc holiast fromA rchilochus.
Do you serve summonses anywiser on ac count of wings
1414. (ppm-

or, badast. This alludes to the notion, that

the c ranes swallow stones to steady themselves in their
flight. See ante. dims, law c ases. He compares himself,
returning froma tour among the islands and c ities with a

long list of cases to be tried at Athens, to the c ranes laden

with a ballast of stones.

1417. f t Y es, to be sure,for what woukl bec ome
of m? G. 88, N. 2.

— ¢rxdsrf ew oint info rms, [ know
not howto dig . Blaydes appropriately quotes Luc . Evang.

xv i. 3 : Satin-mv aimtoxi c», e
’mr civ c la imant,

”
I c annot

dig, to beg Iamashamed.

1418. (n o a é¢pova , honest c aaings.

1419. an,” f ew est, a man of such an age.

1422. Mye r. Partic iple expressing the means. G.

109, 2.

1426. mpriow, the barbers
’
shop s, whichwere the loung

ing
- plac es of the idle and gossiping, c alled by Theophras

tus symposia without wine .

”
See Becker’

s Charic les,
Excursus I I I . to Sc ene XI.
1427, 1428. Annie imb u e , Diitrephes has dread
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fully set
'my boy on the wing for horse- dri ving, by his talk.

The person herementioned has already been alluded to as

hav ing made a fortune. The passion for horses naturally
led to extravagant expenditure among the fashionable young
fellows at Athens. See Clouds, v . 74.

1429, 1430.

‘

O at cppévas, A nd another says, that

his son is set on thewing and is all of a fl utter in hismind

1436. A c t always expresses surprise or indignation, in a

question. What the deuc e will you do oi; xarawxvvo
'

i, I

will not dishonor my rac e, as themoney- changer says in the

Clouds. The phrase seems to have grown so trite, that it

had bec ome slang.

1439. abs a . G. 44, l , N. 2.

1440. Kallea'dpwos, e
’

yxexhqndrs. The former means hav
ing summoned to appear in c ourt on a c ertain day; the latter

heremeanshaving brought a suit against. Ac c ording to M eier

and Schomann (Attic Proc ess Book IV. Cap. e
’

yxa).(in

means stric tly to c all up on one s opp onent for restitution or

satisfac tion in thepresenc e of witnesses, and refers to a c ere

mony which usually prec eded the formal summons (upda
gram) the termseems, however, to be used also in a gen

eral sense (as here) ,meaning simply to bring a suit. See

note to v . 147.

1442
, 1443. dum gem, that the stranger may have

lost his suit before arriv ing here, i. c . by his failure to ap

pear on the appointed day, the suitwould go against himby
default. bixnv 6¢h e i v (or Simply ipv

'mqv bdrhe'iv) was
the phrase in Attic law, signifying to lose a suit by default

while e
’

pimqv bixqv th e i r (or ipr'mqv e
'

he
'

iv) meant to gain a

c ase through the absenc e of one
’

s opponent. The advantage

whic h the Syc ophant expec ts to gain by his wings is, that
the unfortunate party against whomthe suit is c ommenc ed
will be unable to equal his rapidmode of doing business.
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81m: See in: at , v . 1439.
- F or the Perfec t Subjunctiv e

“ My”, see G. 18, 1.

1446. Bipfimoc , a whirligig , or top .

1448. Kov paia eru pt}. The Corcyrean wings are whips

fromCo rcyra, or suc h as were used in Corcyra, whic h are

mentioned in a passage of Phrynichus c ited by the Scholiast.

See also Thucydide8, IV. 47.

1452. aimdnokcfiégm (fromMfiéc , a drop ) , wid you not

dr0p of
l 453 . o rpdrodsxmmpyiav, j ustic e- twisting rasc ality.

1455 1466. The Chorus now desc ribe the wondrous

things they have seen in flying over the earth. The poet,
by ingenious turns,makes it the oc c asion of sly and amusing
satire . shapes. They desc ribe Cleonymus, the Syc ophant
and Shield-dropper, as a strange tree. Apte autemar

borismentionemfac iunt aves.

” Blaydes. meta. timbr e'po .

There is here a play upon the words, the phrase meaning
without heart, i. e. cowardly, or, looking upon Cleonymus
as a tree,

- and the Scholiast says he is so called, either

bec ause he was tall or stupid as a stick, remote from
Cardia . r on? pe

‘

v hpos, in spr ing it shoots forth and p lays

the informer alluding to the fac t, that in
°

themonth M uny

chion the c ases of foreigners were adjudged, as the Sc holi
ast explains it. But Blaydes thinks spring is used here for
the timc of peac e, as winter is applied (v . 1465) metaphori
cally to war. This tree, the syc ophant, p uts forth in sp ri ng,

and in winter sheds the shields that is, in time of peace
Cleonymus busies himself as an informer, and in time of

war he runs away fromthe enemy, and dr0ps his shield in
his flight. This is our old acquaintanc e, the shield-dropper
of the Clouds.

1467 1478 . These lines are oc c upiedwith Orestes, the
robber,who is also mentioned before, andwhomhe c lasses

with the heroes, on ac count of his name. Ac cording to the



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


216 N O T E S .

1485. Bovhvro
'

s, b « spat
-ripe The time expressed by

Bovhvrds, ac c ording to its etymology, is that of unyoking the

c attle therefore, after the agricultural work of the day was
ov er ; towards ev ening .

1486. ess en t“ . Peisthetairos is out of all pa tienc e

with Prometheus, whose mind, intent upon his own situa

tion, pays no heed to what the other says HowIhate

you .

1488. oimpi». Blaydes has the following note upon

this expression Sch. : «he év mpwbiq, themhév fl duratio ns

rb olpo fc , dnomhtisn '

er a t (fian pbr d in-bu dammit . Festiv e, quasi
dicat : Sic quidem, benigna tua c ompellations v ic tus, qui

inmalamremabire j ubeas, omnemanimo tuo dubitationem
eximamet c aput meumdetegam.

”
But I aminc lined to

think that Prometheus, still inattentiv e to what Peisthetairos
is saying, refers in these words to his question, 13 Zeus
c learing the c louds away, or gathering them? or, Is it fair

weather or foul because, if it is foul, I
’
ll uncover . Upon

which he throws off his disguise, and stands revealed as

Prometheus.
1493. oxidat i on, p arasol. He has c ome prov ided with

this shelter, under c over of which hemay safely unfold his

errand.

1494. i nas . G. 44, 1, N. 2. (See v .

1498.

‘

0 : elec tor-ros ke
’

ye. G. 109, N. 4 ; 110, 1,

N. 1. dxohowos is the ordinary c ausal Partic iple (G. 109,

modified in its forc e by i n, and put in the genitive abso

lute with pofi understood.

1499. q in
’

dfl
"

aboutwhat time dr ra

1504. e eapocpopiow. The c eremonies of the Thesmopho
ria lasted fiv e days, one ofwhich was spent in fasting . See

Smith’

s Dic t. of Gr . and Rom. Antiq. ; also A ristophanes,
Thesmophoriazusae .

1505. d Bapoc deal, the barbarian gods, who, living far
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ther off frommen than the Olympian, are also sufferers from
the stoppage of sacrific ial supplies, and threatenwar upon

Zeus unless hewill throwopen the ports, so that the entrails
of the vic tims may be imported.

1507. dmaw,fromabove, or beyond.

1509. W sladyosro . G. 5 44, 2, N. 2 (b) . The Optative
depends on the idea implied in the leading sentenc e, that

the gods threatenedwar .

1512. 1ra q
fios. The E xekestides herementioned is the

same person who has been already satirized as an intrusive

citizen. (See note to v . The constitution ofAthens
requir ed a scrutiny to bemade into the birth of any c itizen

before he c ould assume the func tions of offic e. He must be
able to showthat Apollo was his narpq

'

ios, or p atrial deity,

and that he was legally under the protec tion of ZeusHer
baioc that he was an Athenian on both sides, and fromthe
third generation. See Demosth. in E ubul. p . 1315, 15

”ashlar dwa as that
'

s) : hyov sis r obs (ppcir opas, sis
’

Amihhowos
narpqiov 177010, sis rdhha lspc

i

. So p. 1319, 26, the Speaker
alludes to themembers of his fi rms as i

An'dhhwvos narpqiov ml
A cts e

'

pxeiou yevw
‘

i-ras. Blaydes, giv ing the substanc e of

Brunck
’

s note, says : E xec estidemigitur, qui, ut pere

grine origine et servili, A pollinemillum1101-pinion A theni

ensiumvindicate sibi non poterat, ridicule fingit c omic us
habere, ut barbarum, Harpq

'

iov seu Tutelaremdeumaliquem
ex barberis illis, de quibus nunc agitur.

”

1514. Tpofiahho i. The Triballi were a M oesian tribe.

1515. r ota-
crpcfieiqs. There is a play upon the resem

blanc e in sound between imrptfieiqs and Tpcfiahhoi. Cary
gives as an equivalent, Trouble Tribulation would
be nearer . Wemight, perhaps,make something like it out
of the Choctaws A h, yes ! that

’
s where You be choked

c ame from.

”

1526. xwhanpimv. This was the offic er who paid out the
19
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j udic ial fees. See Smith’

s Dic t. of Gr. and Rom. Antiq. ;

also Hermann’
s Political An tiquities. mafioha. rptéflo

her was the fee or sumpaid daily to eac h dic ast.
1531. (irre vopaxifopo , we roast, i. e. c ook referring to

themyth ac cording to which Prometheus bestowed fire upon

mortals, having stolen it fromthe gods.
1534. Tim M aple, a pure (mm) flmon. Timon the

misanthrope is here meant. This personage was a c on

macy after having sec luded himself fromthe rest of the

world. He ismentioned in another plac e by Aristophanes

(Lysistrata, and A ntiphanesmade himthe subjec t of

a comedy. The student will remember Shakespear e’

s

Timon of Athens, and the manner in which the great E ng
lish dramatist has worked out the hints of the anc ients re

spec ting this ec c entric charac ter.

1535. the ds. Sec V. 1489.

1536. kan¢¢ip9 . The mmtpépos were high- born Atbo
nian maidens, who c arried on their heads baskets c ontain
ing the materials and h plements of sac rific e at the great

festivals, such as the Panathenaic , Dionysiac , doc . They

were usually attended by persons holding sun- shades over

1538 1549. The meme, or Shade-feet, were a fab

ulous tr ibe in Lybia,mentioned by Strabo, and by Ktesias
(ac c ording to Harpoc ration) , who compares the feet to the

web- feet of geese. They are described aswalking ru ptured!)

as», or on all fours ; or rather on all threes, using one foot,

spread out like an umbrella, to protec t themselves fromthe

heat of an Ah-ic an sun. In this plac e the poet designates
the philosophers, and espec ially, as is shown by v . 1540, the

disc iples of Socrate s. The spirit of the passage is like that
of the ludicrous sc ene in the Clouds, where the disc iples of
the phrontistery are represented in a variety of absurd atti



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


330 a c r e s .

the various modes ofmaking the peplumformgrand and

c ontrasted draperies. Indeed, the different degrees in sim
plic ity or of grac e observable in the throwof the peplum

or of refinement inherent in the disposition of the wearer .

1554. Aawvrodias. Laispodias was a general,mentioned
in Thucydides (VI. He had a defec t in the legs,

which he c onc ealed by the length of his garments.
1555. dqpokpar ia. Ludit quasi etiamapud deos sit

democ ratia, ut A thenis. Blaydes. Other democ rac ie s be
sides that of the Grec ian gods are open to the ridic ule of

sending inc ompetent barbarians on foreign embassies.

1559.
‘r i dpé psv. G. 88.

1563. Anah e im. Herac les, as Bergler remarks, ismade
at the outset so fierc e for vengeance on the audac ious mor
tal who has interc epted the sac rific es fromthe gods, where
by they live, in order to heighten the comic effec t of his

sudden c onversion by the appetizing smell of the roasting

birds. Peisthetairos, at this moment, is heard giving di
rec tions to the c ook, as if unaware of the presenc e of

Herac les.
1570.

‘
E boéav adensiu, have been adj udged guilty. A

1571.

’
0 Peisthetairos pretends to see

Herac les now for the first time . Ah . how do you do,

Herac les ?
1574.

”
E lmer Rod dy, There is no oil in the crust.

The servant c omes running in with thismessage fromthe

kitchen.

1577. am.saw, ifyou werefriendly to us. G. 52, 1.

See also as42, 3, N. 1.

1578, 1579.

”
Opfipsov dei, You would have rain

water always in your marshes (instead of tanks, ut ad

av es the Greeks ordinarily used either s pring -water



N O T E S . 221

directly fromthe fountains, or ram-water caught in the

tanks) , and you would always pass halcyon days. Halcyon
days are the supposed sev en fair days in winter inwhich
the halcyon was ac customed tomake his appearanc e
1580. aioroxpdropc s, planspatentiam.

1583. we sawis elliptical. Supply
“ though not be

fore,
”

get now, i. e. if you are at lastwilling to do what is

1587.

'

E 1r1 ms, On these c ondifiom, I will invite
theministers to dinner.

1592. dpfo o
'w, gain the power . The forc e of the ao rist

is to express the ac tion as single andmomentary, not frs
quent or c ontinuous. Therefore, here, not rule, but get

power . G. 19, Notes 1 and 2.

1596. dr ew(innit) . G. 5 61, 3.

1597. “ spews”, coming up , or passing along. The ad

v antage promised to the gods is, that, if anymortal swear
falsely by them, the crowwill pounc e upon himand pluck

out his eyes.

1600. The barbarian god, unable to speak Greek, utters

some unintelligible sounds, which Peisthetairos interprets

into giving his c onsent.

1605. M en
-ml punrn

'

a v, The gods c an wait,
”
and

not rep ay in fi l l. pdrrodsdq
'

i p !) M M . pic
-mic is luw

to be c onstructed as synecdochic al, and used adverbially.

1606. we saidm l.

1610. r tufir, the value.

1613. olp chfewbone? om; have you a fancyfor a beating ?

Intimating tint, unless he is willing to yield the point, he

must expect a beating. Her c ules,
”
says Cary, trusting

that Triballas will not understand, says this for the sake of
raising a laugh at the barbarian god.

” He translates :

“ Triballas, what think you — of being cursed ?
”

19
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The subjec t of M yers must be gathered fromthe c ontext ;

otherwise it would be the same as that of the finite v erb .

Again he c onstrues the unintelligible sounds of the barba

rian god into an assent to the demand.

1618. “ postwar, I qfi
'

er to give up . G. 10, 1, N. 2.

1620. inha ler (sc . 745 Ad) . G. 114, 2.
— Oi; épés,

You are not fond of rec onciliation your demands are so

extra vagant, that there is no hope of c oming to terms with
you.

1621, 1622.

'

0M‘

yov yhvxi , I c are but little. Cook,

you must make the sauc e sweet. Peisthetairos puts on an

indifl
'

erent look, but c ounts with certainty upon the efi
'

ec t of

the order to the c ook upon Herac les.

1623. batp tim M ptlmwv, my dearest fellow. The c omic
forc e of the phrase is heightened by addressing a familiar
formof speech amongmen to a god.

1624.

‘Hpe
'

is mkep
i

paopev ; There is an allusion to

Helen and the war of Troy : Shallwewage a war for one
woman
1626. ifasraréyumsmikes. G. 10, l , N. 3 ; 73, 2.

1631. uiév a s n epto
'
otpifera t, howhe is tri cking you. Pe

isthetairos nowexpounds the Athenian lawof inheritanc e,
ac c ording to which Herac les, being the son of Zeus by a

foreign woman (duo ye films ) , cannot bec ome his heir .

1634. 068 a
’

xapfi, not a penny.

1638. inixhqpov. A technic al term, Signifying a daugh

ter who, having no brother , suc c eeds as heiress to her father
’
s

estate. The Attic lawmade all the legitimate sons equally
heirs to their father ’

s estate, not allowing a man with such
sons to dispose of his property bywill. The daughters in
this c ase had a right only to their dowry (npoié) and were
called on that ac c ount interpolates Where there were no sons

at the time of the father’

s death, the whole estate (sl ime)
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6 06mmwhy M p0 763! info , dura iavroii 736514500, i. e . P roto

machos (the speaker’
smother’

s husband) was a poor man
and on inheriting a rich b ishop“ , wishing to dispose ofmy]
mother , he induc es Thua -itos, my father, who was an c c

qua intanc e of his, to «as her in marriage. (See the law

quoted in Demosth. in M acart. p. 1067, See M eier

and Schomann, Attic Process, Book II I . 2, Chap. 2, 2

(pp. 468 Hermann, Staatsalterth. 55 119, 120 ;

Privatalterth. 5 63 with the passages quoted in the no tes.

Peisthetairos asks Herac les howAthena could be an

heiress of Zeus in her own right (as everybody knewher
to be) , if Zeus had any legitimate children. He seems to
imply that the independent position of A thena, as protec t
ing goddess of Athens, entitles her to the rank of ir ixhqpoc

1639. 5m» yuan
-low, if there were leg itimate broth

ers. G. 5 52, 1.

1641. 6 vino: sin: 36. Heracles askswhy Zeus c ould not

bequeath his estate to him. He is reminded of the law
which prohibited fromsuc c eeding to an inheritance.

A P600 9 at Athens was the child of an Athenian father and

a foreign mother : suc h a childwas illegitimate in the eye of

the law, that is, he was exc luded fromthe rights of an A the
nian c itizen. Herac les is jestingly called a rider, or illegit

imute God, being the son of Zeus and a mortal woman,
Alcmene, who stands in the relation of a fi

lm; to the Gods.
A use“ , not being a c itizen, c ould not be adopted as a son,

and therefore c ould not inherit property bywill. (See note

to v . He must be c ontent with the share of his

father’
s property which the law allowed him; this was

called was , and c ould not exceed 1000 drac hmas. See

Harpoc ration, s. v . foot ie ; and Hermann, Polit. Antiq.

s 118, with the notes.

1643. M M
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ofyou as an heir to the p aternal p rop erty. Whereupon he

proc eeds to quote to Herac les a lawof Solon, showing that,
ev en if Athena were not in his way, his unc les, and espe

c ially Poseidon, would hav e the next c laim. This lawof

Solon was renewed in the archonship of E uc leides (403
B. and is quoted by I saeus, de Hered. Philoc t. 47.

The whole lawwhich regulated the suc c ession to property
where there were no sons is quoted (at least in substanc e)
in Demosth. in M ac art. p. 1067, l it c ontains a c lause at

the end simila r to the one quoted by Peisthetairos.

1646. ti-yxto
'

r eiav, rights by nearness of relationship .

rive t. G. 103.

1651.

"

q ¢p¢ir opas ; Did your father ever intro

duce you to your faith and hin I t was required by law
that all legitimate sons should be enrolled in the registers

of the tribe, deme, and phratria ; those of the same (pparpia

were called (ppt
i
'
ropc s. See notes on v . 767and 1512. See

also Hermann’

s Politic al Antiquities, 98, 99.

1653. aixiavmicro n, looking assault, like Shakespeare
’

s

sp eaking daggers.

1659.

’

E v npt
'

i-yhu, Thewhole thing nowdepends on
Triba llos. He has the casting v ote.

1660, 1661. Kahtim. fl apadidwp t. Triballos tries to

giv e his dec ision it? Greek. The effec t of his barbarous

pronunc iation is c onv eyed by Cary thus

De beautiful gran damsel Basilau
M e give up to de fool .

1661. wrapadoi
'mat hiya . G. 23, 2, N. 4. hiya here

means he c ommands, he teas us otherwise the sentenc e

wouldmean, he
'

says that he once gave up . (G. 23
,

1663. E l xei taém,
unless to go as the swallows do

i. e. unless hemeans to bid her become a bird. Swallows

are singled out for birds in general, bec ause the Greeks
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always c ompared the speech of barbarians to that of swal

1670, 1671.

’

E c . “ 76mm, In good time, then, these
feflows (the rebel birds) have been put to deathfor the nup

tials. ric e, in themean time.

1672. Bwheads
’

on
'

fl
‘

i, do you with that [ should roast, rite.

G. 88.

1678. maria . The expression is in reference to the

tasters, apes
-
" Gal, andmeans ravenousness.

1674. a? a. Btu -ions, [ should bewed disposed of ; indeed!

G. 49, 2, N. 5.

1676 1687. In this antistrophe the tr ibe of syc ophants

(see ante) is again satirized. M ic s, at Phanae. There
was a promontory of that name iii Chios ; but here it is
the pretended residenc e of the sc phants, or informers, in
allusion to the legal ac tion c alled (them. The n ews,” was
the water- c lock used tomeasure time in the c ourts ; also the
name of a hidden spring at the Ac ro polis. The poetmakes
it a streamin Puma — vim In allusion to the cus

tomof cutting out the tongue of the v ic tim. Here Attica is
the vic timof this rac e of bedy

- tongued, the Philippoi and

Gorgiai, who by the arts of speech obtained a subsistenc e.

1688 .

’
0 mivr’

, cm. Amessenger c omes in to herald the
arrival of Peisthetairos, who is on ha way, in regal state

ac c ompanied by his bride Basileia, whomhe has received

fromthe hand of Zeus. He makes his proc lamation in the
lofty style of sublime lyric and tragic poetry.

1692. eruptbahr as». G. 93, 2.
— 3hap.4se

1695. of. we , unutterable to desc ribe — G. 5

1699. when dmv xarrvoii, a wreath of smoke.
1702. A parody on Euripides, Troades, 308, seqq.

,

translated by Cary
A bove, below, beside, around,
Let your veering flight bewound.



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join




TABLE OF RHYTHMS AND METRES.

[In the following Table , the letter M . stanas for M unk
’

s M e

tres, M exic an edition, translated fromthe German by Beck

and F elton.]

PROLOGUS, v v . 1 264.

Verses 1 210. Iambic trimeter acatalec tic , with c omic
license. See M unk, pp. 76, 162, 171, seq.

211 225. Anapaests .

211 215. Anapaestic dimeter ac atalec tic . M . 100.

216. Anapaestic monometer . M . 99.

217 221. Anapaestic dimeter acatalec tic .

222. Anapaestic monometer.

223 . Anapaestic dimeter acatalec tic .

224. Anapaestic monometer.

225. Anap. dimeter c atal., paroemiac c lose. M . 100.

226 230. Iambic trimeter acatalec tic .

231, 241, 246, 262 264, are not intended to be rhyth

mical, as they are only imitations of the notes of birds.

232, 233. Iambic trimeter ac atalec tic .
234. Dochmiac dim. M . 11, 225, v J . J . V J. J .

234. Iambic tripody, anapaestic monometer . M . 78

236. Dac tylic .

237. Trochaic trimeter acatalec tic . Longs of the first

metre resolv ed.

238. Dochmiac monometer, v A A V A .

239. Trochaic trimeter ac atalec tic .

240. Choriambic dimeter catalec tic . M . 141

20



230 TABLE or summus AND names.

242. Ionic i a minore, trimeter acat., L v L

r M . 151

243 . Doc hmiac monometer, v 53 w

244. Proc eleusmatic i.
245. Iambic ham ster c atalec tic . M . 80

247. Cretic tetrameter . M . 114

248. with the last long of second foot

resolved, 1

249. Cretic tetram. cat , Cb J . a 53 , L V W , v

250. Dac tylic .

251. Cretic dimeter acatalec tic . M . 111

252 255. Dac tylic tetrameter.

256. This verse is marked by Dindorf as a paroemiac ,
But the first syllable of m odc ipo r is

never long. The proper notation, perhaps, is J . J . v ,

257 259. Spondaic anapaests.

260, 261. Trochaic dimeter.
265 268. Iambic trimeter.
270 306. Trochaic tetrameter catalec tic . M . 68 (d) .
307, 308. Iambic dimeter.

309 324. Trochaic tetrameter catalec tic , exc ept 312 and

314, whichmay be read as dochmiac dimeters.
CHORUS.

Strophe, 325 - 333 Antistrophe, 341 349.

326 330. Anapaests, with spondees and proceleusmatic i.
331 333. Cretic s, with longs resolved.

334 340. Trochaic tetrameter catalec tic .

350 384. Trochaic tetrameter catalec tic .

385 397 Trochaic dimeter.
398 403 . Anapaestic .

404 407. Iambic dimeter .

408 413. Cretic s, with anacrusis in 408 and 411.

414 425. Iambic systems.
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678. Choriambic , L
679. Glyc onic , J . v v 1 ,

680.

681.

682. Ithyphallic ,
683 685. Glyc onic , J . a a

686. Glyc onic , L J . v v

687 724. Anapaestic tetrameter catalec tic .
725 739. Anapaestic systems.

CHORUS .

Strophe, 740 754 Antistrophe, 771 782.

740. Dac tylic .

741 N otmetrical. Imitation of the notes of birds.

742. Trochaic .
743. Amp rach, dac tylic , 1 . V , J . v v v

744. Birds’
notes.

745. Dac tylic .

746. Birds’

notes.

747. Anapae stic dimeter.

748. Dac tylic .

749. Dac tylic .
750. Birds’

notes.

751. Trochaic .

752. Dac tylic heptameter catalec tic in dissyllabum.

753. Ithyphallic .

750 77O. Trochaic tetrameter c atalec tic .
786 801. Trochaic tetrameter c atalec tic .
802 852. Iambic trimeter.

CHORUS .

Strophe, 853 860 Antistrophe, 890 897.

853. Anac rusis, c retics , a. J .

854. Trochaic .

855. Dochmiac , A A

856, 857. Trochaic dimeter c atalec tic , longs resolved.
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859. Iambic trimeter .

860. Iambic .
861 889. Iambic trimeter acatalec tic , exc epting the for
mulae uttered by the priest, which are not rhythmical.
898 . Iambic trimeter ac atalec tic .

899. Basis ,
900. Cretic , trochaic , J . V J .

901. Iambic , two Bac chii, V J . , V J .

902. Iambic trimeter .

903 . Anac rusis, chor.
,
iam.

, V J V V J . V V V J . V

904. Dac tylic , trochaic , J . J . V V J . V V

905. Iambic , V {b V V
.

906, 907 Iambic trimeter.
908. Dac tylic .

909. Iambic .

910 918 . Iambic trimeter.

919. Dac tylic , trochaic , V V J. V

920. Choriambic , J . V V J . V V

921. Cretic , C5. V J .

922. Anapaestic , iambic .
923. Trochaic , longs resolved.

924. 1ambic , anapaestic , Iambic .

925. 1ambic , trochaic , V J . a

926 930. Iambic trimeter.

931. Trochaic , dac tylic , f
'
\

W V J . V V J .

932. Troch., anap., choriambic , V , V V J J . V V
933. Fourth paeon, V V V J . V V V J . .

934. Trochaic , dactylic , J . V J .

935. Iambic trimeter .

936. Anapaestic , iambic ,
937. Iambic .

938. Anapae stic , iambic , V V J . V V J V J.
939.

940. Trochaic penthemim,
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941 944. Iamb ic trimeter.
945. Trochaic , dac tylic , J . V

947. Procel., dac tylic ; probably
948. Dac tylic , anapaestic .

949 961. Iambic trimeter .

962, 963. Dac tylic hexameter .

964, 965. Iambic trimeter.
966 968. Dac tylic hexameter.
969. Iambic trimeter.
970. Dac tylic hexameter.

971. Iambic trimete r.

972 974. Dac tylic hexameter .

975 977. Iambic trimete r .

978 980. Dac tylic hexameter.
981. Iambic trimeter.
982, 983. Dac tylic hexameter.
984 1052. Iambic tr imeter, exc epting 1030, 1031, 1035

1037, 1041, 1042, 1044, and 1045, which, being imitations
of legislative and legal proc edures, are not rhythmical.

CHORUS.

Stro phe, 1053 1081 Antistrophe, 1082 1110.

1053 1059. Spondaic , anapaestic .
1060. Two paeones primi, and two paeones quarti,

l I I l
— v v w , — v w v ’ w w v — ’ w v u

1061. Paeons, J . J . V V J .

1062, 1063. Spondaic , anapaestic .

1064.

1065.

1066 1081. Trochaic tetrameter catalec tic .
1111 1180. Iambic trimeter .

CHORUS .

Strophe, 1181 1184 Antistrophe, 1251 1254.

1181 1184. Dochmiac dimeter with longs resolved.
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1396. Basis, choriambic , V V J V V J V V
1397. Anapaestic , iambic , V V J V V J V J V

CHORUS .

Strophe, 1455 1466 Antistrophe, 1467 1478.

Trochaic system.

1479 1537. Iambic trimeter.

CHORUS
Strophe, 1538 1549 Antistrophe, 1676 1687.

Trochaic systems.

1550 1675. Iambic trimeter.

1688 1701. Iambic trimeter.

1702 1704. Trochaic , with longs resolved.

1705. M olossus trimeter,
1706. Choriambic .
1707 1711. Anapaestic system.

1717— 1722. Glyconic system. M . 258 and 263 .

The forms are

1724 1728. Anapaests.
1729 — 1735. Dactylic .

1736. Glyc onic .

1737. Iambic .

1738 - 1740. Trochaic .

1741. Iambic .

1743 . Iambic .

1744. Trochaic .

1745
, 1746. Iambic .

1747. Trochaic .
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