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TO THE REVERED SCHOLAR
D O U GLA S HYD E

LL . D .

PRES IDENT OF TH E GAELIC LEAGU E , ETC .

NVHO HAS DONE V ALIANT WORK
TO RA I SE AND KEEP ALIVE THE ANC IENT LANGU AGE OF ER IN

A ND

TO THE MEMORY OF

A LF R E D N U T T

H IGHLY E STEEM ED BY I R I SHMEN FOR H IS
APPREC IAT ION OF THE IR H I STORY AND L ITERATU RE

AND FOR H I S GENEROU S EFFORTS
TO MAK E THEM AVA ILABLE TO THE PU BL IC

I DED ICATE TH IS BOOK
WR ITTEN IN THE SAME CAU SE .



PR E FACE

THIS work aim s at presenting in a convenient form

all the referen ces to the Celts that are to be found

scattered through the works of the writers of Greece

an d Rome . These m aterials deal with a people whose

hom es spread over Europe
,
fr om the fresh fields of

Ireland to the torrid plain s of Asia Min or
,
and from

the rich m ountains of the Span ish peni nsula to the

uninviting depths of the Hercyni an Forest . The

earliest reference to thi s m i ghty race is found in the

Hom eric epic , and the latest reference given in these

volum es is taken from a wr iter of the fifth cen tury A .D .

The value of this work then m ust lie altogether in the

arrangem ent of its m aterials for it is evident that

what we learn from the Carthaginian explorer,Him ilco ,

about the li fe of the tribes who w orked the m ines

of Britain when Carthage was m i stress of the Medi

terranean an d Rome di d not exist, cannot be held to

apply to the Celts of Galatia to whom Paul addr essed

hi s exhortations nor can the social life of the Celts

of Britain depicted by Posei don ius help us to form an

idea of the condi tions under which their Celtic contem

porar ies lived in the valleys of the Po and of the

Danube . To safeguard the studen t from the egregious
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errors whi ch d isfigure too m any of the works of our

Celtic scholars
,
considerable pains have been taken to

arrange the m aterials of these volum es in chron olo

gicalorder . Each statem en t is , as far as it is possible

to do so , traced back to its author . The custom

am ong the classical writers of quoting without acknow

ledgem en t fr om the works of earlier authors has given

m odern scholars m uch trouble in identifying the

sources of their inform ation, especially when the works

from which they quote are no longer extant . The

accoun t gi ven by Pausani as (second cen tury A .D .)of

the invasion of Greece by the Celts is based on the

work of a w riter of the thi rd century B .c . , and pro

bably of Hieronym us of Cardia . It therefore appears

in these volum es under the date of its author, and

not under that of the copyi st to whom we owe its

preservation .

The author Wishes to acknowledge his indebted

ness to the com m entators who have laboured to

elucidate these problem s
,
to whose works reference

is m ade as occasi on dem ands . With very few excep

tions the works that have com e down to us from the

wr iters of Greece and Rome owe their preservation to

their literary style they are chi efly polished com

pilations based on the com m entaries of soldi ers who

described their fights in prose less stately no doubt

than Livy
’

s, but which had fate preserved them for us ,
would have been of priceless worth to the hi storian .

The pictur esque and the heroic appeared to these
om p iler s m ost worthy of a place in their productions .
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The story of the brave wife of
,

the Celtic leader
,

Ortiagon ,
is fir st told by Polybius ; Livy presents the

story in hi s m ost fini shed style ; Plutarch too cannot

resist its charm . The m yth of Jun o ’ s geese saving

the capitol is repeated by a doz en writers . So , too,
with the hi stories of the various cam paigns , the later

wri ters m erely adopted the account given by their

predecessors . When the original accoun t is available

it alon e is quoted in these volum es .

The notes are as brief as it was possible to m ake

them
,
and are chi efly concerned with such com m entary

as seem s necessary for the proper understanding of

the text . The reader is referred to the index at the end

of the third volum e, where he will fin d carefully noted

the various passages in whi ch the tribes and custom s

are m entioned in the excerpta . I n the sam e volum e will

be found a concise etym ological glossary of the Celtic

nam es and term s occur ring in the texts . The Tabula

Rerum Celticarum m ay also, it is hoped , prove useful.
In the Rerum gallicarum ct francz

’

carum scrfiotores
of D . Bouquet in the Monum enta Hi stor ical

Br itann ica of Petrie an d Hardy and in the

FaXM /cdiv a vry
f

ypagbe
'

i s éXa /cca
'

Of M. Edmond Cougny

(1878 - 1892) attem pts have been m ade to provide

Celtic scholars with us eful treasuries of the or igines of

Celtic history but a com parison of the arrangem ent

and the contents of these works w i th the present

volum es will show that the author is under no obliga

tions to these writers , whose works— excellent, no

doubt
,
for their tim e— are now, ow ing to the great
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strides m ade in classical research and criticism ,
quite

out of date . To A. Holder ’ s scholarly work, Alt

Celtisckcr Sprackschatz , the author wishes to express

his obligations
,
especially in the preparation of the

etym ological glossary at the end of Volum e III . To

this m onum entalw ork all in terested in CelticPhilology

are referred . To the r esearches of the late Mons .

D
’

Arbois de Jubainville, and to those of MM. Georges

Dottin
,
E rnault, Loth , S . Reinach,Alexandre Bertrand ,

Karl Miillenhoff , and their fellow workers , the author

acknowledges hi s deep indebtedness . For his sym

pathetic encouragem ent and advi ce the author owes

m uch to the late Mr . Alfred Nutt, whose untim ely

death deprives Celtic studi es of an enthus iastic and

generous friend . To his fellow- countrym an, Mr . D . B .

Hurley, who has read the greater part of the tran sla

tion s and has suppli ed som e
,
the author is particularly

indebted not only for the m any corrections he has

m ade, but also for his illum i nating criticism s of the

arrangem ent of these m aterials .

It can hardly be hoped that a work entailing so
m uch readin g and research would be free fr om errors

or om i ssions . If any are detected the author will be

m uch obliged to those who will kindly callhi s atten

tion to them ; and , should a second edi tion be called for,
they an d any useful suggestions that m ay be m ade

w ill be gladly availed of and duly acknowledged .

LIAM O DOIGHNEAIN
CNoc AOIBHINN ,

AN COIBH ,

LAIMH LE CORCAIGH,
I N -E IRINN .



MrLE TU S

0

ANONYMI [VU LGO SCYLACIS CARYANDE NSIS ]

X E NOPHON

PLATO

ARISTOTLE

EPHORU S

THE OPOMPU S

ANONYMI [VU LGO SCYMNI CH i r] ORBIS DE SCRIPTIO

PYTHE AS

PTOLEMY, SON or LAGU S

HIE RONYMU S or CARDIA

TIMAE U S
E RATOS'I‘HE NE S

Pm cnus

FABIU S PICTOR

LPOLYBIU S

(é om ononus or Arm ams

Véosm nom us OF APAM E A



ERRATA E T ADDENDA

In several in stances Galatae has been m isspelt Galati .
’

Page 62 , n ote 2 . This n ote m ust be m od ified , as M . S . Rein ach
’

s

theory is n ot accepted by archaeologists generally . Cf . M. C. Jullian ,

Hi stoi re dc la Gaule, and M . Ch . Renel,
"

Les Religi ons de la Gaule,

pp . 335- 347 .

Page 220, n ote 1 . Add cf . Viollier , Rev. A rchéologi qn e, J an .

- Feb.

1911 , pp . 130—134 . M. Viollier accepts the theory of M. S. Rein ach, but
show s that it w as the Celts of the third and second cen tur ies w ho

practised this r ite, and n ot, as M . Reinach states , those of the fifth and

follow ing centur ies .
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HOMER

The Hom eric epic (cir ca 950— 900) contains
no di r ect m ention of the Celts, but i n the
Ica a

'

o i 'repos tin) we have undoubtedly a word of

Celtic origin
,
which appears in the nam es of m any

tribes of the Gadheli c branch of the Celtic fam ily : 1

e.g. Cassi- gnato - s
, Cassi ~m ara , Bodi o—casses , Vidu

casses , &c. In Strabo an d in Diodorus Siculus we

fin d a distinction
,
foun ded on a confused idea of the

geography of North-west Europe
,
between

(the Tin Isles) and BpeTm z/ om i (Britain), two nam es

used by early Greek writers to designate Britain ,

from whose m ines in Cornwall the peoples of the

Mediterranean got their tin . To nam e a m etal

after the people in whose territory it was foun d was

not unusual am ong the Greeks and Rom ans . Thus

copper (xéwpoc) cam e from Cyprus (Kéw poq), the

m i rrors m ade of polished bron ze at Brundi sium are

A 9 Q )l

I .

‘
TOU 3 777 m Sexa OL/LOL ea av l

a eKa z/os‘ lcva vow ,

80386Ka 8éxpva o
'

i o Ka i ei
’

lcocn xa a a w épow .

(I li ad X i 24 25 )

771} l
uev xvxkor Sena xaK/cem aye

-

a v,

Q
56

’

056
,
114!)d aye

—
av e

’

eucom xa a a w epow

I l f I

Nev/cat , év 85. nea ow w énv y ekavos xva vow .

(Ili a d ,
xi . 33

1 S . Rein ach : Revue a rchéologzqa e, 3
e
sér ie, t. xx. p . 262 ; Academ ie

des In scr ip tzon s ci Belles -Lew es , Com ptes ren dus des Seances, 40 sér ie, t. xx.

p. 154. D A. d e Juba inville : Cow s de lzttératw e Celtzque, x11 . p . 5 .

Holder Altceltz
’

scher Sp rachschatz , t. i . col. 824
—834
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called in Pliny, specula brundi sina ; steel is in

Greek xdxm )» because it was obtain ed from the

Chalybes (d vBec), a people in the Caucasian

district . The word xa a a i r epos cam e to the Greeks

thr ough the Phoeni cian s, who en j oyed a m on opoly of

the tin trade in the Medi terran ean .

The KIth extract seem s to be best explained with

Merry and Riddell, ~ as a description of an iceberg .

The Phoeni cian sailors who cam e to the Cassiter ides

for tin m ust have seen m any icebergs, descriptions of

whi ch they would not fail to give to the Greeks who

bought their cargoes . The X IIth extract shows a

knowledge of the short sum m er nights of the northern

latitudes
,
and thi s m ust have been obtained too

from the Phoenicians .3

The evidence seem s to justify the view that in

the ni nth centur y the Gadhelic branch of the

Celtic fam i ly was established in the British Isles and

engaged in the production of tin .

I . (Describing the shi eld of Agam em n on .) Now

on it were ten cour ses (or circles)of black cyanus and

twelve of gold and twenty of tin .

II . (Describing sam e .) Ar ound it were ten courses

of bronze and thereon set twenty white bosses of tin
,

and in the m i ds t one of black cyanus .

Riddelland Merry Odyssey of Hom er , n ote ad hoc.

3 Idem n ote on X , 8 1— 86. Cf. Odyssey, xv. 404 ; xi i . 3—4 ; als o Hesiod ,

Theog. 746, and Pytheas , p . 66, excerpt . X II et seq.
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xak fcov 8
'

£1} 7i
'v Bdkkev d r a pe

/

d Ka o o lr epév 7 6

realxpvacv TL/Lfil/
‘

Ta Ka i cip
'
yvpov

'

a ér ap é
'

7r eL
'

Ta

(Ni /f ey e
’

u c
’

ucp ode
’

r cp p e
'
f

ya v dx/Lova ,
f
yévr o 85. XGLpi

fia w r fipa icpa
’

repc
i

v, é’
répnc Sé r

yév
’

ro v d fypnv.

(I li ad , xvi i i . 474

61} 3
’

e
’

r ldeL O
'

Tagbvkfim p é'ya Bpldova a v dkw iyv

xak iyv xpva elnv
'

p éka veq 5
’

dud Bér pveq fie
-

a v,

éo-T iflceL Sé xdy a f l. 3La /L7repée L
’

Lp
f

yvpéna w .

8
) f l

angbL
'

36 lcva venv lcd 7re'
r ov, w epi o ep /coq é

'

h a o vev

xa a a w e
’

pov ,
u.L

'

a 3 a Tapw
-

Lr oq i761) 677
“

aa v

A I A (l I
7
-

37 VLO
'

O
‘

OVTO qbopnes
‘

, or e r pv
f

yocp ev a l conv.

(Ili ad , xvi i i . 561

61) 8
’

(i fyéknv 77 0157706 30031} 6p00/cpa Lpdw v
'

a i SQ? Br
i

cexpva o
'

i o "
rer ezfxa

'

r o xa a a L
'

re
'

pov
‘

TG.

(I li ad , xvi i i . 573
a 3 A I

a v
'

r ap 67 60377 Teufe a a /cos p eya 7 6 U TLBapov
9 3, l 3 A

Tevf apa o i p n/ca (pa ew o
'

repov 7rvpos
‘

a vfyne,

7 61756 Sé o i Kopuda BpLa/n fv, l OT Cl¢OL§ dpapvi av,

xaM
‘

yv Sa LSaXénv, e
’

7r i Séxpfia eov Migbov 73x61} ,

7 61356 Sé o i xvn/LZSa s
‘ éa vo i} xa a a w e

’

pow .

(I lia d ,
xvi i i . 608 -61 2 .

[dXXa 8150) pév é
’

Xa a a e 8La n r fixa s
‘

, a i 5
’

dp
’

is
'

n Tpe
'

i c;

fia a v, e
’

7rei 7rév'
re 7r

'
rvxa s

‘ fika a e k h ow oBlw v,

3150a /cela s, 8150 8 611 509L xa o vw epow ,

fi t , 3/
c

r iyv Bi: ,
u.L

'

a v v a énv, 7 37 p eaxe
'

r o ecyxos 1

(Ili ad , xx . 269

VIII . i
’

}pa rea L df i
‘

Jv d icov'

ra Bapelne XGc e d¢fixev,

”54 5 f
t

”
’

,8 a7\e {1 779 7 01511617 0? of! dgbd/Lapr ev
‘

1 The lines are und oubtedly spuri ous, as n oted by Ari starch os (quoted
in Ar istoni kes). The shield s w ere pr obably of hid es on m etal and n ot, as

the in terpolator im agines , allof m etal. Vi de n ote in Leaf Iliad , ad hoc.
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I Q I I
86 0L 10/ 7p v607 6v/c7 0v Ica O

'

O
'

lTGpOLO

a /L6p8a7t6
'

0v xovdBna e
'

WdXLv 8
’

d 7r0xaA/cci s
‘

c
’

ipova ev

BMLLLéz/ ov, 0138
’

96013 8
’

fipzi /ca /ce 8d pa .

(Ili ad ,
xxi . 590

IX . a iei 8
’

fivloxov mom
/

779 [Sa ddauyfyee 66a 7t 7t0v,

Zip/La 7 a 86xpva gfi 7767rv/ca 0
,
LL6

'

va xa o vw épcp 7 6

f/ 3 I I 9 I
L7T7TOLS

‘

g mv7r o860
'

0
'

w 677 67 p6XOV
' 0086 7 L w okkn

f
yl'yve

'

r
’

67rL0'

0
‘

037 pw v dp/La 7 p0XLi7 xa 7 67rL096v
A I I

61} ICOVLfl
’

7 0) 86 0'

7TGU 80V '

TG

(Ili a d , xxi i i . 502—506

X . 8a30'

w o i dépyxa , 7 81)
’

A0'

7 6p07r a 20v dw nzfipw v,

xdkxeov, cf; 77 6
'

pLxefiy a a eLvoi) xa 00L7 6
'

p0L0

d /LqSL868lvn7 a L
'

7ro7\6
’

09 86o i d L011 6
'

0
'

7 a L.

(Ilia d ,
xxi i i . 560

X I . A ioklyv 8
’

11 730
-

o gvda 8
’

6
'

va L6v

Al
’

okoe
c

177 77 07 028776, (t oq dea r/ 657 m m . 960201 ,
A I A I I I A

7r7\0) 7 37 6vL 11 7709) 7ra 0av 86 7 6
,
LLLv 77 6pL TGLXOS

‘

xdkxeov Lippy /C7 01) , Aw ay) 8
’

dva 8é8p0/L6 7re
’

7 p77.

(Odyssey , x. 1

X II .

c

E lffinap p61} (indie WXéO/Lev V ii /n a e 7 6 Ka i fiaap
’

6
,
8 80ad 7 y 8

’

i /ccip eo
' da Ad/i ou a i'n' iz 7r 7 07tL

'

69p0v,

TnXe
’

v ov Aa L07 pv
f
yovlyv, 39L r ow el/ a 7rol.)a

7577 156L eia ekdw v, <5 867
’

6§6d v i177 a x0156L.

)I 3 )I 3 3 I
6v9a IC a w n /09 a vnp 80Love efnpa m [a c

-Hove,
I s 31 n

‘
TOV

,
LL6v Bovxokew y, 7 011 ap

f

yvcpa myka v0/L6vw v

éfyfyije f

yap vv/c7 0
'

s
‘

7 6 Ka i i7
'

,
LLa 7 69 6L

’

0L lcéX6v90L.

(Odyssey ,
x . 80
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did not m i ss his m ark , and the greave of new-wrought

tin ran g loud , but the brazen spear boun ded back

after striking an d penetrated not , for the god
’ s gift

dr ove it back .

IX . And sprays of dust ever sm ote the charioteer,
and his chariot overlaid with gold and tin ran behind

hi s fleet- footed steeds , and sm all trace was there of

the wheel- tires behin d in the fin e dust
,
as they sped on .

X . I w i ll give him the breastplate that I took from

Asteropaios, of bronze , whereon a casting of bright

tin was overlaid
,
and it will be to hi m of great worth .

XI . Then we cam e to the isle
,
Aeolia

,
where

dwelt Aeolus, son of Hippotas, dear to the im m ortal

gods
,
in a floatin g island

,
an d all about it is a wall of

bronz e unbroken
,
an d the cli ff runs up sheer from

the sea .

XII . So for the space of six days we sailed night

and day con tinually
,
and on the seventh we cam e

to the steep stron ghold of Lam os
,
Telepylos of the

Laestrygon s, where herdsm an hails herdsm an as he

dr ives in hi s flock , and his fellow- herdsm an who drives

forth answers the call . There m i ght a sleepless m an

have earned a double wage
,
the one as neat-herd

,
the

other shepherdi ng white flocks so near are the out

goings of the night and of the day .
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HE CATAE U S OF MILE TUS

In the Iliad 1 we find m ention of Miletus
,
a Greek

city situated near the m outh of the river Maeander .

Its favourable position enabled it to secur e a m onopoly

of the trade of the Black Sea
,
while the energy and

enterprise of its citizen s m ade it in the sixth century

the m ost im portant of the Greek cities . By

700it had founded m ore than sixty cities
,
chiefly on

the Hellespont
,
in cluding Abydos, Cyzicus, Sin ope ,

Dioscur ias
,
Panticapaeum and Olbia . It entered

into com m ercial relation s with the Phoenicians and

becam e distinguished as a seat of literatur e , history ,

I . St. 13. NapBa
’

nz ,
2 6

’

)L770pL0v Ka i 7707\Ls‘ K67\7 Lm §.

(Fr agm en ta Hi stor i cor n m Gr aecom mn , vol. i . p . 2
, Fr ag .

II. St. B . N zipa ffi WéXLq K67t7 L/c75.
(Idem , Fr ag .

III . St. B . Ma o a ah ia fl 770M 9 7 739 ALryv0
'

7 L/ciis, xa 7 a 7 ifl/

K67\7 Lm
\

7v, d 7rouc09
(Dw xaéw v.

(Idem ,
Fr ag .

1 Ihad , 11 . 484—4 87, and Iliad , 11 . 867—868 .

2 Narbon , n ow Narbonn e.

3 Nyr ax is pr obably m od ern Nor i que, but thi s i s not cer tain .

4 Massali a , n ow Marseilles .
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phi losophy, and geographical enterprise . Towards

the end of the seventh centur y An axim ander

of Miletus design ed the fir st m ap of the world .

Hecataeus, born at Miletus , circa 540, con

tinned the researches of An axim ander an d travelled

extensively in Egypt, Asia and Eur ope . He wrote

an accoun t of hi s observations , largely used by

Herodotus in hi s history, an d of which 331 fragm ents

have com e down to us . It is to these fragm ents

we owe the first m ention of the Celts . The

fragm ents are collected in the scholarly work of C .

and T . Muller : Fragm enta Hi stor icom m Graecora in ,

5 vols .
,
publi shed by Didot

,
Paris.

I . Narbon ,

2 a m arket and city of the Celts.

II . Nyrax,

3 a Celtic city.

III . Massaliafi
‘ a city of the Ligur ians

,
n ear the

Celts, a colony of the Phocaeans .

HIMILCO

Him i lco
, a Carthaginian explorer, m ade a voyage

round the west coast of Europe an d explored as far as

Britain and Ireland about 500. An accoun t of

his expedition, g1v1ng details of the coast an d the



10 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

tribes who dwelt on it, written probably by hi m self,
was kn own to the ancients

,
but is now lost . Erato

sthenes (circa 275 librarian to Ptolem y III ,
Ki n g of Egypt, translated this account in to Greek,
but this work too is lost . Rufus Festus Avienus,
who was procon sul for Africa A .D . 366, and an elegant

writer of Latin, had a copy of the Greek version of

Him ilco
’

s work
,
and am used him self by rendering

it into Latin verse . Of this Latin translation, written

850years after the events it narrates , we have a

fragm en t of som e 4015 lin es . These have been care

fully publi shed by Alfred Holder , under the title of

Rafi Festi Avi en i Carm i na .

It should be n oted that at the tim e of Him i lco ’

s

expedition the Celts had not conquered Spain .

Polybius 1 an d
,
followin g hi m ,

Strabo 9 blam e Erato

sthenes for statin g that the Celts held all Spain except

Cadiz , which belonged to the Carthaginian s , and

then om ittin g the Celts from his list of peoples

occupyin g the west coast of Spai n . There is
,
however

,

no con tradiction here . Eratosthenes
,
writin g cir ca

240, correctly states that the Celts held dom inion

over the greater portion of the Iberian peninsula
,
but

w hen copying the accoun t of the voyage of Him i lco ,

which relates to 500, he does not fin d the Celts

am ong the tribes occupyin g Iberia . We m ust conclude

they had not yet conquered the peninsula . We know,

however, from Herodotus 3 that about fifty years after
1 Polybi us, quoted below , excerpt. LX X X .

2 Strabo on Pytheas , p . 80, excerpt X X X I .

3 Herod otus , quoted below ,
page 28 .
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14 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

tellus Europa colum n i s

Pr oxum a m agnani m os alit aequo caesp ite

Hiberos .

Hi super Oceani borealis frigida tangun t

Aequora , et excur su diffusi latius agri
Arua ten en t

,
dur is n im ium uicina Br itanni s

Flauaque caesar iem Germ ani a por rigit

ora < m > ,

Dum osa Hercyni ae peragr an s confi n ia siluae.

Inde Pyr enaei tu
‘

rgescun t dorsa n iuali s
,

Gallorum que truces populi per inhosp ita terrae

Vitam agitant tum caeruleum Padus euom it

antro

Flum en
,
et exten to patulos prem i t aequore

cam pos .

Hic prius Her idan i propter nem orosa fluen ta

Fleuerun t liqui dae lapsum Phaet< h>onta

sorores,

Mutataeque m anus planxerun t pectora ram i s .
(Hold er ’

s ed ition , pp . 100—101 , lin es 414

Hic Hispanus ager, tellus ibi diues Hiberum

Tartesusque super sustolli tur : indeque Cem si

Gens agit
,
in rupis uestigia Pyren aeae

Protenden s populos
(Idem , p . 103, lines



HIMILCO

By the Pillars of Hercules the land of Eur ope

nourishes

On its level sward the generous Iberian race .

These people touch the Northern Ocean ’ s frozen

waters

And scattered far andwide occupy the cultivated

Land
,
n ear, —too near

,
— to the hardy folk of

Britain .

Germ ani a w ith her race of flaxen hair stretches

out her borders

Along the woody lim its of the Hercyni an Forest.

From these sam e Pillars the sn ow- clad

Pyrenees rear

Their swellin g backs , and here the fiery Gaul

toils through life

On a barren soil. Next the Po vom i ts forth

its sky- blue wave from its cavern,
An d wi th its m i ghty volum e weighs down the

spreadin g plains .

Here in olden tim es, along the wooded waters

of Her idanus
,

The tearful sisters wept the fallen Phaethon
,

An d with their hands, now changed to branches,
beat their breasts .

Here lies the lan dJ'of Spain , and, beyond, the

rich Iberian soil

Yonder Tartessus towers aloft : and then the

Cem pses toil, di spersin g their people to the

foot of the rocky Pyrenees .



16 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

Pars porro eoa continet Tartesios

E t Cilbicen os . Cartare post insula est,
E am que pr idem ,

in flux< a> e< t> est

fi des ,

Tenuere Cem psi .

(Idera . p . 153, lin es 254

Cem psi atque Saei es arduos collis haben t

Ophiussae in agro propter hos pern ix Liga s

Draganum que proles sub n iuoso m axim e

Septen tr ion e conlocaueran t larem .

Poetan ion autem est insula ad Saefum [m ] latus,
Patulusque portus : inde Cem psis adjacent

Populi Cynetum : < tum > Cyneticum iugum ,

Qua siderali s lucis inclin atio est,
Alte tum escen s d itis E uropae extim um

,

In beluosi uergit Oceani [si] salum .

1

Ana am n is illic per Cyn etas efflui t,
Sulcatque glaebam .

Genti et Cynetum hic term inus . Tartes < i>us

Ager hi s adhaeret, adlui tque caespitem

225 . Tartesus am n is .

(Idem , pp . 151- 152 , lines 195

Propter Atlan tei tergum salis Aethiopum gens

Hesperides habitant dorsum tum et hic

E rythi a < e> ,

1 Referen ces to the dangers from w aves an d m on ster fi sh ar e frequen t
i n the w ork of Him ilco, and n o d oubt w ere intend ed to deter Greek explor ers .

Cf . Hieronym us of Cardi a , p . 93, excerpt I.



HIMILCO

An d fur ther on the easternpartholds the Tar tesn

An d Cilbiceni . The isle of Cartare li es beyond ,
An d this in form er days, as is well known ,

The Cem pses held .

The Cem pses and the Saefes dwell on the

towering heights

That deck Ophiussa
’

s land and next to them

the fleet Ligurian s
,

An d the offspring of the Dragan es, towards the

snowy n orth
,

Have placed their seats .

By the side of the Saei eslies the isle of Poetan ion ,

With its broad harbour then bordering on the

Cem pses

Com e the tribes of the Cyn etes and then
,

where the starlit night

Marks the lofty lim i ts of fertile Europe,
The Cynetic m ountain range extends towards

The shores of the m onster- ten anted ocean .

1

There flows the river Guadiana through the

Cyn etes

Furrowing their land

Here ends the country of the Cyn etes . The

Tartesian

Land adj oins
,
whose sward is watered by the

River Tartesus .

Behin d the Atlantic m ain an Aethi opian race
,

to w it,
The Hesperides

,
dwell ; and here swells forth

the broad back of E rythia ,



MONU ME NTA HISTORICA CELTICA

Hicque Sacri , sic terga uocat gens ardua , m on tls

Nam porten ta ingum tellus trahi t hoc caput

am plae

Pr od itur E ur opae genetrix haec ora m etalli
,

Liuen tis stagni uen as uom it acer Hiberus

Hic fr eta ueloci percur r it saepe phaselo .

E m inus hi c aliae gelidi prope flabra aquilon is

E xuperan t un das et uasta cacum i na tollun t.

Hae num ero gem i n ae
,
pingues sola

,
caesp itis

am plae,

Cond itur occidui qua Rhen n s gurgitis unda ,
Dira Br itann orum sustentant agm i na terris .

Hi [nje spum osus item ponti liquor expli cat

aestum ,

E t breui s e pelago uertex subit : hi c 1 chorus
ingen s

Fem inei coetus pulchr i colit orgia Bacchi

Producit n octem ludus sacer aera pulsan t .

Vocibus, et cr ebr is late sola calcibus urgent .
(Idem , pp . 114- 1 15 , 113 68 738



HIMILCO

And here again ,
that of the Sacred Mountain,

for so the people n am e its slopes

The broad land draws out its m oun tain chain,
which rears its lofty head o ’ er

Wide- extendin g Europe the coast produces

m etal

Givin g forth vein s of white-blue tin . The fleet

Iberian

Of these parts oft speeds o ’ er the shallows in

hi s swift bark .

An d other coasts som e distance off bravin g the

north-Wind ’ s frosty blast

Tower o ’ er the waters with their m i ghty cli ffs .

Twin cliffs are they
,
with their rich soil clothed

in Spreading sward , stretching to

Where in the tur bid western sea the Rhin e is

hi d
,
and where

U pon their bosom s dread bands of Britons live .

From here the Ocean ’ s foam ing wave spreads out

its tide
,

And fills a gulf close by the m ain . Here a

large chorus 1

Of fem ale bands practise the orgies of seductive

Bacchus

Their sacred r ites lengthen the ni ght
,
and

m ake the air vibrate

With their cries
,
while far an d wide they stam p

the earth in rapid dance.

1 This is add ed by Avienus cf. p . 62
,
n ote 2 .



2 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

Hic Gadir 1 urbs est, dicta Tartessus prius

Hic sun t colum nae pertinacis Herculis ,
Abila atque Calpe : (< haec> laeua d icti

caesp itis,

Libyae pr op inquast Abila)duro perstrepun t

sed loco certae tenent .

E t prom i n en tis hic iugi surgit caput,

(Oestrym n in istud di xit aeuum an tiquius)
Molesque celsa saxei fastigii

Tota in tepen tem m axim e uergit notum .

Sub huins autem prom i nen tis uertice

Sinus dehiscit incolis Oestrym n icus

In quo insulae sese exerun t Oestrym n ides,

Laxe iacen tes, et m etallo d iui tes

Stamni atque plum bi : m ulta ui s hic genti s est,
Superbus an im us

,
effi cax solertia

,

Negotiand i cur a iugis om n ibus

Noti sque cum bis turbidum late fretum ,

E t beluosi gurgitem Oceani secant,
Non hi carinas quippe pinu texere,

norant ; non abiete, ut usus

est,

1 Cad iz .

2 Holder and other com m en tators regard this as a gloss . Him ilco seem s

to m ean that in Spain a m oun tain of cons iderable elevation runs south.
He probably is d escribing the n orth-w est of the pen in sula, and w as under
the im pression that the British isles w ere just n orth of Spain .
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22 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

Curuan t faselos sed
l

'

rei ad m iraculum ,

Nauigia iun ctis sem per aptan t pellibus,
Cor ioque uastum saepe percur run t salum .

Ast hi nc duobus in Sacram 1

(sic m sulam

Dixere pr isci) solibus cur sus rati est .

Haec inter undas m ulta[m ] caesp item iacet,
E am que lati gen s Hiern orum colit.

Propin qua rur sus insula Albionum patet .

Tartesi isque in term i nos Oestrum n idum

Negotian di m os erat Carthagin is

Etiam coloni[s] , et uulgus, inter Herculis

Agitan s colum n as
,
haec ad [h]iban t aequora

Quae Him ilco Poenus m en sibus uix quattuor ,

Vt ipse sem et rem pr obasse retulit

E nauigan tem , posse tran sm itti adser it

Sic nulla late flabra propellun t ratem ,

Sic segnis hum or aequor is pigri stupet.

e[n]t illud , plur im um inter

gur gites



105 .

1 10.

1 15 .

120.

HIMILCO

Barks from fir, as is the com m on practice
,
but

w ith wondrous

Skill they m ake each skiff w i th skin s bound

together
,

An d often in their hi de- bound crafts
,
skim o ’ er

the m ighty deep .

From here a two days ’
i

voyage the

Sacred Island 1 lies ,

(For by thi s nam e the Ancients kn ew it,)
Rich in green sward am i d the waves it li es

,

Peopled thickly by the folk of the Hierni .

Near them lies the broad isle of the Albiones .

The Tartesii were accustom ed to trade even to

The boun daries of the Oestrym n i des . Even

the Carthaginians

An d the people dwelling round the Pillars of

Hercules

Were accustom ed to m ake visits to these seas .

Four m onths would scarce suffice to m ake the

voyage

There and back
,
as Him i lco the Carthaginian

had

Proved by sailing thither hi m self

So sluggish are the breezes to propel the

bark,
An d so dead are the waters of the heavy sea .

Him ilco tells us too , that there is m uch sea-weed

1 The old n am e for Ireland w as E r in . The Copy of Him i lco ’

s w ork by
E ratosthen es w ould represen t the w ord by isp, w hich w ould suggest Sacer .

The title Holy Island so frequen tly appli ed to Ireland thus originated in
bad etym ology

Irelan d .

E ngland .
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E xtare fucum ,
et saepe uirgulti ui ci

Retin ere pup < p> im dicit hic n ihilo m inus ,
Non in profun dum terga dim i tti m aris ,
Paruoque aquarum uix supertexi solum

Obire sem per huc et hu[n ]o ponti feras

Nauigia len ta et languide repen tia

In ternatar e beluas siqui s dehin c

Ab in sulis Oestrym n icis lem bum audeat

Vrgere in un das, axe qua Lycaoni s

Rigescit aethra , caespitem Ligur [g]um subit

Cassum in colarum : narnque Celtarum m anu ,
Crebr isque dudum praeli is uacuata sunt

Ligur esque pulsi, ut saepe fors aliquos agit,
Ven ere in ista

,
quae per hor ren tis tenent

Plerurnque dum os creber his scrupus locis ,
Rigidaeque rupes, atque m on tium m inae

Caelo in serun tur et fugax gens haec quidem

Diu inter arta cantium duxi t diem
,

Secreta ab undis n am sali m etuen s erat



HIMILCO

In the whirls of that sea
,
whi ch , like the osier

w i thes ,
Retards the bark : and yet, he adds , the

Ocean-bed

Is here of no great depth, and

Covered with but a scanty flow of water .

The wi ld denizens of the deep m eet on e on

every side ,
An d m onstrous fish sw im am ong the slowly

sailing

Barks he who shall dare

To ur gehi s bark beyond theOestrym n ic isles into The Nor th

The waves
,
where ’neath the Great an d Little

Bear

The air grows rigid
,
shall reach the Ligur ians ’

land
,

Tenan tless now
,
and wasted long by bands of

Celts

An d by m any a bloody foray

The Ligurians
,
put to fli ght, as fate so oft

decrees ,
Cam e to these parts , and

’

m id the bristlin g
thickets

Hold their own : on all sides here is barren

rock,
Stern crags

,
and thr eatenin g m oun tains

Towerin g to the sky an d here these fugitives

Long passed their days in the rocky crevices ,
Safe from the waves

,
for m in dful of their form er

lot
,



26 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

Pr iscum ob peric[u]lum post quies et otium ,

Secur itate roboran te audaciam ,

Persuasit altis deuehi cubilibus,
Atque in m arin os iam locos descendere.

Post illa rursum
,
quae supra fa[c]ti sum us,

Magnus patescit aequor is fus < i> sinus

Ophiusam ad usque rur sum ab hui us lit[t]ore

Internum ad aequor
,
qua m are insinuare se

Dixi ante terris
,
quodque Sardum nun cupan t,

Septem d ierum ten d itur pediti ui a .

Ophiussa porro tanta pan d itur latus ,

Quantam iacere Pelopis audis in sulam

Graiorum in agro haec dicta prim o Oestym n is

est
,

Locos et arua Oestrym ni cis habitan tibus

Post m ulta serpens effugauit in colas,
Vacuam que glaebam nom i nis fecit sui .

(Idem , pp . 147—150, lin es 85

AE SCHYLUnAND HE LLANICU S

Aeschylus , the great tragic poet, was born at

Eleusis, near Athens , 525 . He wrote hi s tragedy
,

P rom etheus U nbound , about 460. Of thi s we
have but a few fragm ents

, on e of whi ch is quoted

below. He died in 456. Hellan icus was born



They feared the sen . But in a fter-(lave repose

Induced them from their m ountain hom es ,

An d led them to the sea -shore once aga in.

Beym d the places w e have just descr ibed,

A m igh ty gulf of w i d e-expan ding sea runs dow n

E ven to Ophiussa . The distan ce fr om thi s shore

to the

Lan d-boun d sea, w here the w ater s , as I have set

In an other verse, em brace landkn ow n asSardum ,

Is a journey , to one on foot , of seven days.

The Ophiussian shore win ds on a distance

As far as that w e consider the isle of Pelops

In the Grecian land to lie fr om us : thi s once

For here the Oestrym ni i tilled the so il:

But after m anv veer s a ser pen t m ad e the

An d gave its nam e to the des ert tract.

cir ca 480. an d is sai d to
h e gon e on w riting un til after 406. The. tw o



26 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

Pr iscum ob peric[u]lum post qui es et otium ,

Secur itate r oboran te audaciam ,

Persuasit altis deuehi cubilibus,
Atque in m arinos iam locos descen dere.

Post illa rur sum ,
quae supra fa[c]ti sum us,

Magnus patescit aequor is fus < i> sinus

Ophiusam ad usque rur sum ab huius lit[t]ore

Internum ad aequor , qua m are insinuare se

Dixi ante terris , quodque Sardum nun cupan t,

Septem di erum tendi tur pediti ui a .

Ophiussa porro tanta pan d itur latus ,

Quan tam iacere Pelopis audis insulam

Gr aiorum in agro haec dicta prim o Oestym n is

est
,

Locos et arua Oestrym n icis habitan tibus

Post m ulta serpens effugauit incolas ,
Vacuam que glaebam nom i nis fecit sui .

(Idem , pp . 147—150, lin es 85

AE SCHYLU S
‘

EEAND HE LLAN ICU S

Aeschylus , the great tragic poet, was born at

Eleusis, near Athen s, 525 . He wrote hi s tragedy
,

P rom etheus U nbound , about 460. Of thi s w e

have but a few fragm en ts
,
one of whi ch is quoted

below. He died in 456. Hellan icus was born
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28 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

Livin gstone . In this unexplored country they placed

the Rhi pean Moun tains
1 in whi ch the Danube takes

AE SCHYLUS
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HERODOTUS

Herodotus was born (cir ca 490— 480) at Hali
carnassus in Asia Minor . He died circa 424. The

accur acy of his treatm ent and hi s grasp of hi s subj ect
1 V i de Ind ex und er Rhi pean .
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its rise . These m oun tains are the Alps and Black
Forest . The land between these an d the western sea

is inhabited by the Hyperborean s (or the Celts

AE SCHYLUS

He says that the Danube com es down from the

Hyperboreans an d the Rhi pean Moun tains .

HE LLAN ICU S

I . Hyp erboreans Hellan icus wr ites Hyper

boraean s, with a di phthong .

II . Hellan icus relates that the Hyperboreans live

beyond the Rhipean m ountains
,
that they teach

justice and do not feed on flesh but m ake use of

acorns and other fruit .

Hellan icus in hi s hi story has stated that the

Hyp erboreans live beyond the Rhipean m ountains
,

that they practise justice, eat n o flesh
,
but use acorns

and other frui t .

have earned him the title of The Father of History .

’

He is always careful to discrim i nate between what he

learned from personal observation
,
oral inform ation

,

and m ere conj ectur e . He began hi s history about

444.

Vi de i nfra , Poseid oni us , in troduction .
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The first extract given below was written at Athens

about 444 In it Herodotus m akes the Danube

rise near the city Pyren e . Thi s gross error is n ot

repeated in the secon d extract
,
whi ch was written som e

years later at Thur ii . Here we are told the Danube

rises in the coun try of the Celts , who after the Cynetes
are the last people in Western Eur ope . The Cyn etes

dwelt in the extrem e south of Portugal
,

1 and the Celts

con sequently in cir ca 442 extended over the south

of Eur ope from the Alps to m odern Portugal . We
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1 t e H im i lco , page 17 , li n es 200et seq. , an d m ap, page 1 1 .
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have seen 2 that circa 500the Celts had not

established them selves in the Span ish peninsula ,
hence we m ust date the Celtic conquest of the Spanish

peninsula between 500— 442 .

In the secon d extract Herodotus rej ects the

H
yp
erboreans as m ythical . Reasoning sim i larly we

should refuse to believe in the existence of Moun t

Atlas, for it is nam ed after a m ythical person .

3 Here

we m ust di ssent from Herodotus .

I . The river Danube has its rise in the country

of the Celts and the city Pyrene, and so run s that it

divides Europe in the m idst . Now the Celts dwell

outside the Pillars of Hercules and border upon the

Cynetes , who dwell furthest west of all those who

have their abode in Eur ope .

II . From the Agathyr sian s the Maris flows and

j oins the Danube
,
and from the sum m its of Haem os

(the Balkan s) flow thr ee other great rivers towards

the north and fall into it
,
nam ely

, Atlas, Aur as ,
Tibisis . Thr ough Thr ace an d the Thracian Crobyz ian s
flow the rivers Athrys , Noes , and Ar tan es , run n in g

into the Danube . An d from the Paeon ians and

Moun t Rhodope the river Kios run s into it also
,

cuttin g through Haem os in the m idst . From the

Illyr ians the river An gr os flows northward an d
,

runn ing out into the Tr iballian plain
,
into the river

Vi de in troducti on to Him ilco , p. 10.

3 Cf . Jubainville, L i tt. Celt. vol. xi i . pp . 25—27. On the Hyperbor ean
Rom ances see Paulys , Real

-E n cyclopaed ic, and Index subHyperbor ean s .
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Brongos , and the Brongos flows into the Danube thus

the Danube receives both these large rivers and from

the region which is above the Om bri
,
the river Karpis

and another river
,
the Alpis

,
flow also towards the

north and run into it . For the Danube flows in fact

through the whole of Eur ope
,
beginn in g with the land

of the Celts who
,
after the Cyn etes , dwell furthest west

of all the peoples of Europe . Thus flowing through

all Eur ope it falls into the sea by the side of Scythi a .

III . [A band of Lydians leave their territories to

seek m ore fertile lands and sail] un til after passing

by m any nations they cam e at last to the land of the

Om bri, 1 and there they founded cities and dwell up to

the present tim e .

IV . Let what has been said of the Hyperboreans

suffice : for the tale of Abaris , 2 who is reported to have

been a Hyp erborean , I do not vouch for how the arrow

carried him whi le fastin g from all food about over all

the earth . If
,
however , there are Hyperboreans , it

follows that there are also Hypernotian s and I laugh

when I see that
,
though m any before this have drawn

m aps of the earth, yet no one has set the m atter forth

in an in telli gent way, seeing that they draw Ocean

flowing round the earth , whi ch is cir cular, exactly as

if dr awn with com passes an d they m akeAsia of equal

size with Eur ope . In a few words I shalldeclare the

size of each di vision and of what nature it is as regards

outline .
1 Vi de Glossary sub Om bri . Als o of . Bertrand and Rein ach, Les Celtes

dans les Vallées da P0cl da Danube, pp. 71- 76.

2 Cf . Pausan ias, i i i . 13, 2 .
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The author of thi s periplus is not kn own
,
but its

date has been fixed with tolerable accur acy at 356.

The Mediterranean coast between the Pyrenees and

the Rhone was held by the Iberian s and Ligurians
,

whi le the Ligur ian s held the coasts between the
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XENOPHON
,
PLATO

,
ARISTOTLE

,
EPHORUS

,

THE OPOMPU S

The Celtic conquest of the Spanish peninsula in

the fifth century brought the Celts in to close

contact with the Mediterranean
,
while their wild

m arch on Rom e m ade their nam e ring throughout the

classical world . Xenophon 431— 355) tells us

that they were engaged by Dionysius of Sicilv to

assist hi s Lacedaem onian allies in the Peloponnesian

XENOPHON
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(Leges , i .
1 Th is is the fir st m en tion of Celtic m ercenar ies in ancien t his tory .
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21 . Then com es the tribe of the Istr i and the river
Danube . This river flows in to the Black Sea , turning

towards Egypt .

war of 369— 368 Plato 428 who had

spen t som e years at the cour t of Dionysius, was struck

by their warlike sp i rit whi le their successful m arch on

Rom e in 388 reached the ears of Ar istotle

384 who preserves som e of the stories

about them cur rent in his day . But the inform ation

possessed by the Greeks was m eagre and inexact , as

the extracts from Ephorus 400— 330) and Theo

pom pus 375— 306) prove .

XENOPHON

1 . When these thin gs had been accom plished
,

the rein forcem en ts from Dionysius sailed to the

Lacedaem on ians
,
consistin g of m ore than twenty

trirem es and conveyin g Celts and Iberians and about

fifty horsem en .

1

II . An d the rest fleeing away were slain ; m any R C . 368

by the horsem en and m any too by the Celts .

PLATO

I . I am not discussin g the practice of dr in king

or n ot drinkin g win e in gen eral
,
but about downright

drun kenn ess are we to follow the custom of the

Scythians, and Persians, and Carthaginian s , an d Celts ,
an d Iberian s , who are all warlike nation s, or to follow

your custom , who , as you say ,
wholly abstain
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1 Ar istotle, w ho had only scan ty in form ation on the Celts and that only
second -hand , is the first w r iter to m ake this charge again st the Celts . He

is followed by other Greek w ri ters (11. In dex sub Paiderastia), but the

Rom ans , w ho had m ore d i rect kn ow ledge of the Celts, are silen ton the poin t.
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I . The consequence is that in such a state wealth

is too highly esteem ed, especially if the citizens are

un der the thum b of their wives
,
after the m anner

of m ost warlike and m ilitary nations
,
except the Celts

and a few others who openly approve of conn exion

wi th the m ale . 1

II . An d in all nations which are able to gratify

their m i litary am bitions, e.g. the Scythi ans , Persians,
Thracians

,
Celts

,
it 1s m i litary power whi ch is held in

esteem . Thus in som e coun tries there are actually

special laws to encour age the pursuit of thi s virtue, as

at Carthage
,
where it is said that m en are allowed

to wear by way of ornam ent as m any rings as the

num ber of cam paigns in whi ch they have served .

III . To inur e childr en to the cold from their earliest

years is also an excellent practice which greatly con

duces to health and is m ost effective for hardening

them for m ilitary service . Hen ce it is custom ary

am ong m any non-Greek peoples to plunge their n ew

born chi ldren in to a cold stream ,
or

,
as the Celts do,

to clothe them in a light wrapper only .

IV. In the Pyrenees — a m oun tain situated in the

Celtic country
,
towards the equinoctial sunset

(i .e. W. of Greece)— the Danube takes its rise and

flows thr ough the whole of Eur ope into the Euxine .

Of the other rivers the m aj ority flow northward from

the Hercyni an Forest
,
which

,
both in height and

extent, is the greatest m ountain in these regions .



40 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

(‘I I I A I 3
mm 01

,
11 6L 1601 777t1796L 06ryL07 0 7repL 7 011 7 00011 7 007 011 607 1 11 .

f 3 I A I I
077 007 1711 86 7 1711 Lip/67 011 0w ep 7 179 60x07 y 9 E 1609L09 a i

I A A I I
x07t0006110L PL770L, 7r epL 0111 7 00 067 69009 M011 0010 o i

X67006110L 7t0ryaL009038619 .

(IlIeteorologi ca ,
Bk. i . 13, 18

I A C A
V . Ka L 77 6pL 7 1711 ALfyv07 L1c1711 00K 61 07 7 0111 7 00 Po801100

I I I I a I

Ka TaWLVGTa L 7 L9 7707 0009 , xa L 7707\L11 01108L8010L 1607 0Mt011
I f f I I 3

7 077011 0 6 Po801109 7707 0009 11000L7r epa 7 09 607 L11 .

(Meteor ologi ca , Bk. 1. 13,

A
V I . 611 7 77

1 ’

l)0\ 0pi8L 3 01 7 77 ®d 77 feal 7 77
’

H776L
’

pq1 o i 0
'

110L

00671015, 611 86 7 77 Exv9ucg7 Ka i K67t7 L1c
‘

7
'

7
’

01 019 00707 11011 7 00

BU O’

XGli/le
‘

pa 7 007 0 1

(de An im ali bus Hi stor ia ,
Bk. vi i i . 28 ,

VII . E 7 L 86 0 011 70 03011 001109 607 i , 8L0776 611 7 029P
A 3 I I I

X6L06pL110L9 00 OGAEL 7 L116090L 7 0770L9 8L0 7 0 8007107011 61 1101.

I I (I I 3

7 1711 (110001 , 01011 776pL 200909 1601 7 1711 o0op011 m 00, 0086
h

776pi K67t7 o09 7 009 07 6p 7 179
’

I
,8 17pia 9 «Ir vxpd qui p xa i 007 17

11xépw

(de Gen er a ti on e An im a l. Bk . 11 . 8 ,

VIII . Kakoi) 81)61163 00008136209 077006110 Ka i 77p07 7 6L 70

x070 0118pei011
‘

70311 8
’ 00611 7 77q oBia

3 I 1! 3 A 3 A I (I I 3

01101 110009 [6Lp177 01 8 611 7 019 77po7 epoz1 on 770a 607 L11

1 I 11 a 11 I 1 1 a

6117 8 011 7 L9 00010061109 17 0110>vy177 o9 61 0179611
A

‘

1 I 1

¢OBOLT O , 0177 6 06L00011 0177 6 7 0 00007 0, 1609077671 (11001 7 009

KGIVTOlIQ' 086 703 90006211 077608010 t 700108 6700
9p0009

(E thi ca N i com achea
,
Bk. i i i . 7,



ARISTOTLE 41

Im m edi ately under the Bear due north) beyond

the extrem e lim it of Scythia are the Rhipean m oun

tains
,
about the size of which the bulk of the stories

told are m ythical .

V . In the Ligur ian territory a river not less than

the Rhone sinks under the sur face
,
and rises again

in an other place . But the river Rhone is navigable .

VI . In Illyr ia and Thr ace and Epirus the asses are

sm all, while in Scythia and in the Celtic coun tries they

are not found at all
,
for these lands are extrem ely cold .

1

VII . Moreover the ass is a frigid anim al
,
and.

owing to its natural susceptibility to cold
,
will not

exist in cold coun tries , such as Scythia and the

coun try bordering on it nor indeed is he found in the

Celtic lands beyond Iberia
,
because of the cold clim ate

of those parts .

VIII . The brave m an endures and perform s brave

deeds from the m otive of honour but with regard to

excess, the m an who is fearless to excess has no special

nam e , because
,
as we have said before

,
m any

qualities are un nam ed
,

— un less we dub him m ad or
in sen sible, if he fears nothing whatever , e.g. if he

recks not earthquakes or waves
,
as is related of the

Celts ; but excess of confiden ce in face of obj ects

of terror is called tem erity .

1 The ass is n ot m en tion ed in Ir ish li teraturebefore the sixteen th cen tury .

MM . Ber tr and an d S Reinach rem ark : ‘ La Souabe, avec ses lacs d on t
quelques-un s gélen t facilem en t, est cer tainem ent lo pay s touchan t aux

sources du Danube d on t parle Hér od ote et qu
’

i lattr ibue aux Celtes . Ces

pays son t relativem en t froi d s , c’

est ce qui exph
'

que la reputation que la

Celtzque ava it du tem ps d ’

Ar is tote.

’

(Les Celtes dan s les Vallées 1111 P6, &c. ,

p.
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vol. i i .
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Strabo is in correct here .

'

He seem s to forget that the Celts conquered
the Spani sh pen in sula betw een 500and 442

,
an d held m os t of it up

to the Ca rthag in i an con ques t, 237 . 7 11 1 In tro duction to Herod otus , p . 30.

3 Rufus Festus Avienus (iv. 689—69 1 , Holder ’

s ed i tion )s avs

Ar elatus illio ciui tas attolh tur .

Theline uocata sub pr iore saeculo .

C raic in colen te.
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sunrisings
,
and the Celts hold the country fr om the

sum m er to the win ter- sun settings
,
and this is greater

by that di fference and m ostly opposite to it . The

territory inhabited by the Scythians occupies the

rem ainin g space of the sun ’ s orbit
,
and is situated

opposite to the Ethiopian folk, and appears to extend

from the win ter sun risin gs as far as the shortest

sun settings .

The Ethi opian s , m ost rem ote of m en
,
are divided

in twain
,

Some dwell towards the setting
,
others towards

the rising sun .

’ 1

In his work on Eur ope Ephorus relates the old

Opin ion about Ethiopia that of the four quarters o i

the heavens an d earth
,
the Indians occupy towards

the east
,
the Ethiopian s towards the south

,
the Celts

towards the west
,
and the Scythian s towards the

north he adds that Ethiopia is larger than Scythia
,

for it seem s
,
he states , that the Ethiopian nation

extends fr om the winter sun risings to the settings,
and that Scythia is situated opposite to this .

4

II . Ephorus extends the boundaries of Keltica

too far
,

2 in cluding within it m ost of what we now

nam e Iberia
,
as far as the Grades . He states that the

people are great adm irers of the Greeks
,

3
and relates

m any particulars concern ing them not applicable to

their present state . This is one -That they are

very careful to avoid growing fat or big- bellied
,
and

that if any youn g m an exceeds the m easure of a certain

girdle
,
he is punished .
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THEOPOMPU S

I . Theopom pus, ante quem nem o m entionem

habuit
,
urbem (Rom am ) dum taxat a Gallis captam

dixit . (Pliny , N . H. iii .

II . Sed Dionysium ger en tem bellum
,
legati Gal

lorum ,
qui ante m ensesRom am in cenderan t

,
societatem

am i citiam que peten tes adeunt. (Justin . xx .
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III . Neither is it true, as has been related , that

the Cim bri take arm s against the flood - tides , n or that

the Celts
,
as an exercise of their intrepidity, suffer their

houses to be washed away by them , and afterwards

rebui ld them ; and that a greater num ber of them

perish by water than by war, as Ephorus relates . 1

THE OPOMPU S

I . Theopom pus, who is the fir st to m ention it
,

says m erely that the city of Rom e was captur ed by

the Gauls .

II . Wh en Dionysius was waging war, envoys
cam e from the Gauls , who som e m onths before had

set fire to Rom e, with the obj ect of m akin g an allian ce

and friendly un derstandin g with hi m .

III . In the second book of hi s History of Philip

he says : The Illyrians take their m eals and dr in k

sitting down . They also brin g their wom en to their

gatherin gs
,
and the com pany gallantly toasts the

ladi es . These lead the m en from the feasts; all

are of loose m orals . They bind their thi ghs with

widegirdles when they drin k they do so at first in

m oderation
,
but when they get warm in their cups

they narrow down the gir dle . They have thr ee

hun dr ed thousand dependants answerin g to the

helot- class . They hold drinking bouts every day

and indulge to excess in eatin g and drinking . Accord

ingly, when m akin g war on them ,
the Celts

,
rem em

bering their intem perate habits, prepared a very



48 MONU MENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

039 7\0,11 77p07 07 00 770p0011 6000007 09 11070011 7709711 , 011,8 07t620
I I I I I

619 7 0 01 7 10 77000 7 100 ¢ap,11a 1ca181y, 8000060170 8111 11077 7 610 7 09

I I I I t 9 A

11017t109 1101 810110901p610
'

7 60011 6000 86 7 007 0, 01 11 60 007 010

1107 0X17¢9é07 69 077070311 K67t7010 0770371 007 0 01
'

801102 6139
A

7 009 7707 00009 630011000 0007 009 , d Ci 'TOPGQ 7 010 1
7007011010

I

7 61101161101 . (Athen aeus, x . p .

(Frag. Hist. Gr a ec. vol. i . p . 284
,
Fr ag .

I l A A
IV . Ap17t010109 , 77071 19 11 1 7 12107, 00xci 7 77 7 010K67t7 1 11010. T0

0901 1100Ap17t0
’

10109 , 019 ,
w y

'

. (Stephanus By z .)
(F r ag . Hi st. Gr aec. vol. i . p . 316, Fr ag .

ANONYMI [VU LGO SCYMNI CHII] ORBIS

DESCRIPTIO

The author of this periplus i s unknown , but its

date m ay be fixed at about the tim e Ephorus

I I 3 3 I

T007 779 01106n 09 8 607 1 7707t19

A I I 3 I
K060000 T0p1010 671 77011010 11 770111 100,

9 17 I I I

F0861p 07700067 107 0 7 1060901 Kory/09
I

M
I 3 ,I f A

8
h

11 177 17. 67 0 7 007 770 607 10 1711611010 0010

A 3 I 3 I
7 01 60007 1 7 1 000 6

,
11 770p100

75Neva/10077 Tap7 oy0009 , 077 1410009 770M 9 .

7707 0110ppv7 00 1100057 61100 7 739 K6X7 111 179

XPU G éV 7 6 110076100100 (110110000
"
E 77 617 0 xépa K67t7 1 1101107tov/1 6

’

077
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sum ptuous banquet in their tents for all the soldi ers
,

and m ixed with the food a herb of intoxicating

properties whi ch strongly pur ged their bowels . There

upon som e of them were captur ed by the Celts and

slain, whi le others , unable to endur e the workings of

their stom achs, thr ew them selves into the rivers .
’

IV. Dr ilon ius, a large city and the boun dary of

the Celtic country. Dr ilon ius is a barbarous city (4)
according to Theopom pus, in his 43rd book .

wrote , and prior to the publication of the work of

Pytheas . See C . Muller
,
Geograpkt

'

Graeci M1710768 .

Near thi s is a city,
whi ch received a colony of Tyrian traders

,

by nam e Cadeir a ; there it is said the largest

whales

are found . After that one com es, after a two

days ’ voyage,
to the renowned and very flour ishing city

nam ed Tartessus. It produces

tin washed dow n by the stream s from the Celtic

country ,
and gold and copper in abundance .

Then com es the countryknown as the Celtic land
,
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PYTHEAS

About the tim e of the death of Ar istotle 322)
Pytheas of Marseilles sailed round the coast of Spain

,

along the western seaboard of France
,
reached and

explored the island of Britain, visited the north of

Scotland
,
sailed alongthe coasts of the Baltic, con

versed with the tribes living there
,
and crowned

his daring voyage by the di scovery of Thule . At the

tim e of this ventur esom e expedi tion the Carthagini ans

held the secrets of the tin and am ber trades, and
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z ealously practising it for its softening effects .

The northern so - called Pillar is in their territory

it is very high and reaches out into a

prom ontory towards the billowy sea .

The parts in the neighbourhood of the Pillar are

inhabited

by the m ost rem ote of the Celts and

the E neti and the fur thest off of the Istr i
,

who extend inwards as far as the Adriatic .

Hence it is said

the Ister has its rise .

>g
>z<

226. Beyond the Pelasgi are found the U m bri
>x< . >z<

>1<

Of the Messapi i there live [n onnulla 068 11711]
The U m bri

are said to lead a luxur ious life
,

their style of li ving resem blin g m ost closely

that of the Lydians .

guarded them j ealously.

1 The Greek m erchants of

Marseilles determ ined to exp lore the sources of the

en orm ous wealth of their trade rivals . The services

of E uthym enes and Pytheas , two di stingui shed m en

of science
,
were enlisted . E uthym enes was directed

to explore the west coast of Africa
,
while Pytheas was

entrusted w ith the expedition destin ed to discover

Veda infra,
p. 57 , excerpt . I.



54 MONU MENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

to the Greeks the n orth-west of Europe . On his

return from this expedition
,
Pytheas wrote a detailed

accoun t of hi s voyage , whi ch is known to us only in the

quotations of later writers . The date of its publication
m ay be fixed approxim ately from the fact that

,
while

unknown to Aristotle
,
it is quoted by hi s pupil

Dicaearchus and seem s to have been used by the writer

of the Eudem io Ethics . For cen turies it rem ained
,

with the works of Poseidon ius
,
the chi ef sour ce of

in form ation possessed by the Greeks on the north

west of Europe . The followin g arrangem ent of the

quotations from Pytheas found in the classic writers

gives the probable route of his fam ous voyage .

It is not clear at what point he set out for Thule
,

nor does it m uch m atter for our present pur pose .

His voyage to Britain can be recon structed with

tolerable accur acy
,
but it is difficult to distinguish

hi s account of the island and its in habitants from

that of Poseidon ius, whi ch will be foun d below, and

both descriptions should be com pared . The visit

of Pytheas to the Cim bri is of interest as affordin g

som e groun ds for believing that the Cim bri spoke a

Celtic tongue . The extracts concerning Thule fully

establish the accur acy of the account given by

Pytheas of hi s voyage .

The reputation of Pytheas at fir st stood hi gh ;
but the Greek rom ancers seized upon the coun tries he

explored an d m ade them the scenes of absur d wonder

tales . It subsequently becam e hard to keep the

genuin e work of Pytheas free from the unfavourable
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im pressions produced by these stories on serious

m inds ; and when we rem em ber the crude results of

the calculation s of distan ces— due to the im perfect

m ethods in vogue at the tim e of Pytheas— w e are

prepared for the un favour able criticism s of Strabo
,

Polybius
,
and other writers . In an appen d ix to thi s

section we in di cate where the best kn own of these

rom an ces m ay be read, but they are of no hi storical

value . Recen t writers have re- established the repu

tation of the phi losopher of Marseilles
,

’ and the

followin g li st includes the best works on his travels

Aout : E tude sur Pytheas . Paris, 1866.

Arbois de Jubainville (H . d ’

) S 117 les 0r1
'

g1
'

71es de

l
’

0m bre, Phaéton , Z
’

E r 1
'

0071
, les L1y11res et les Celtes

(Bulletin de la Soc. 7101. des Antiq. de France. Paris ,
also Les prerm

'

ers 710111101118 de Z
’

E urope. Paris,
1889— 1892 .

Arved son Pytheae Massilien si s Fragm enta .

U psala , 1824. A very im portant contribution .

Belloguet E thnoge
'

n ie gauloi se 011 m ém oi res

cr 1
'

t1
'

q11 es sur l
’

or 1
'

g1
'

71e et la parenté des Cim m e
’

r i ens, des

Cim bres , des Om bres , 010. Paris, 1861— 1873.

Berger, Hugo D1e geogr0pk1
'

scke71 Fragm ente

des E ratosthenes . Teubner , 1880. Ar gues in favour

of identification of Thule with Norway .

Bessel], W. U eber Pytheas 0071 M033111671 .

Gottin gen
, 1858 .

Bougainville : A000. des 1 71307 131 . xix .

Boudard : Note 311 7 10 ge
’

ographie 07101e7171e de

l
’

E spagne, Revue Archéolog1
'

q11e, xiv . Paris
,
1858 .
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Cluver Germ an i a antiqaa .

Contz en , Leopold : DieWanderungen der Kelten .

Leipzig, 1861 .

Davis, Dr . N . Karthago und seine li berreste.

Leipzig, 1863.

Desj ardins, Ernest : G
’
éographie hi stor i que et 00

m i n i strative de la Gaule Rom ai ne. Paris , 1876— 1885 .

Of high authority .

Diefenbach, Lorenz Or igines E 11ropaeae.

- Die

alten V0lher E uropas m it i hren S ippen and Nachbarn .

Frankfurt am Main ,
1861 .

Elton : Or igins of E nglish Hi story, 2nd ed .

London , 1890.

Foss : ‘ Die Insel Thule .

’ In Z eitschr i ft fur das

Gym nasi alw esen
,
herausgegeben von W. J. C . Mii tz ell

X V .

Fuhr De Pythea M assiliensi di ssertati o. Darm

stad ii
,
1835. Pytheas ans Massili a . 1842 .

Habler, Albin : Die Nord 11nd Westkuste His

pan i ens . Leipzig
,
1885— 1886.

Hawkins The Ti n Trade of the Ancients.

Heeren : E ssays on the Com m erce of theAncients.

Hum boldt Cosm os (Sabin e), vol. i .
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Kenr ick : Phoen ici a .

Lelew el, Joachim : Pytheas und die Geographic

sei ner Z eit. Berlin ,
1831 ; Paris (French translation),

1836. A very valuable contribution .

Mann ert : Ge
’

ographie. Valuable .

Meltzer, Otto Geschichte oler Karthager . Berlin,
1879.

Muller, Carl : Geographi Graeci M inores . Paris,
1855— 1861 .

Pontanus et Ram us On Northern E urope.

Redslobs : Thule. Leipzig, 1855.

Robert : E ratosthen i s Cataster i sm orum religuiw .

Berolin i , 1878 .

Rubeck : Atlantica , i .

Schulz Descr ipcion Geognostica cli Galici a .

Sm i th, George : The Cassiter ides . London (Long

m ans), 1863.

U kert, Fr . Aug. : Geographie der Gr iechen und

Rom er von den fr ilhesten Z ei ten bi s auf Ptolem a
'

us ,

m it Charten . 1843— 1846. Very exhaustive .

Werlaufi Ravhaudel
’

s Hi stor ie.

Z iegler, Alexander : Die Rei se des Pytheas naeh

Thule. Dresden
,
1861 .

I . Form erly the Phoenicians had a m onopoly of

the trade (from Br i tain)to Cadiz . They guarded the

secret of the passage from all stran gers and when the

Rom ans followed a certain shipm aster in an attem pt

to di scover the m arket
,
the j ealous shipm aster

deliberately ran his vessel on a shoal
,
and brought on
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IV . To these m ust be added the cur vatur e of He reache

the isle c

Eur ope beyond the Pillars of Hercules (Gibraltar), U shant.

frontin g the Iberians , and running west, n ot less

than thr ee hun dred n autical m iles , and the headlands ,
including that of the Ostim ii , nam ed Cabaion . We

should add also the neighbouring island , the furthest

of which is known as U X isam a
,
and (accordi ng to

Pytheas)di stant thr ee days
’ sail.

V . They say that there is in the ocean, not far

from the coast, a sm all island opposite the m outh of

the Loire
,
whi ch 1s inhabited by Sam nite wom en .

These practise Bacchi c rites
,
and court the favour of

the gods by ritual sacrifices . On that island no

m an m ust ventur e and when the wom en desir e their

intercour se, they cross the sea, and , after obtaining

it
,
retur n again . It is their custom com pletely to

unroof their tem ple every year
,
and to re-roof it

the sam e day before sunset . Each wom an brin gs

som e of the m aterials, and if any one lets fall her load,
she is rent asun der by the others

,
and her lim bs

carried roun d the tem ple with wild shouts
,
whi ch are

kept up till their fury exhausts itself. It is said that

on every occasion som e one drops her burden
,
and

is thus sacrificed .

VI . WhatAr tem i dorus states concerning the crows

is not easily believed . He narrates that on the ocean

there is a harbour nam ed the Port of Two Crows
,
where

two whi te-winged crows m ay be seen . Disputants

resort thi ther
,
and each party places a plank covered

with crum bs on a lofty em in en ce; The bir ds fly to these

V is its tw o

island s .

Strange ri i

in som e 0

these i slan
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VII . [In sulae] in Celticis ali quot sunt , quas, qui a

plum bo abundant, uno om n es nom in e Cassiter idas

appellant . Sen a in Britanni co m ari, Osism i cis adversa

littor ibus, Galli ci num in is oraculo in signis est cujus

an tistites perpetua virginitate sanctae , num ero novem

esse tradun tur : Galli Senas 1 vocan t, putan tque

ingen ii s singular ibus praed itas ; m aria ac ventos

concitare carm in ibus seque in quae velint ani m alia

vertere ; san are, quae apud alios in sanabili a sun t ;
scire ventur a et praedi care.

(Pom pon ius Mela , De S ttu Orbi s, i i i . c.

1
v. 1. Galltcenas , Barm genas , Vatw anas , Galli zenas .

2 Thi s , and the other stor ies about the r i tes practised on the isles ar ound
Bri tain

, m ust be rejected as fabulous . V id e Revue Celtzque, ix. p . 279,

x. p. 352 . S. Reinach : Cultes , m ythes et religions , t. 1 , pp . 195 et seq. It has

been generally rem arked that Diod orus Siculus , Hecataeus (Abd erus), and

other com pilers nearly alw ays
‘

m ake an i sland the scene of thei r fables, and
thi s has suggested the influence of som e lost Greek r om ance w ept vfiawu.

HereMela speaks guardedly , tradun tur . M. Salom on Reinach suggests the
d escr iption of the isle of E a (Odyssey X )as the pr ototype of Sen a. There
Ci rce, w i th her nym phs , can com m and the w in d s , change m en to the shape
of beasts , an d kn ow s the future, exactly as the vi rgin s on Sena . The

Greek geographers w ere anxi ous to iden tify the isle of E a, and Claudian
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planks
,
eat up the crum bs of one an d scatter those of

the other . He whose crum bs are scattered loses

hi s sui t . But thi s story is too evidently a fiction .

What he affi rm s concern ing Ceres an d Proserpin e is

m ore probable . There is an island, he says , n ear

Britain in whi ch sacrifices to these goddesses are

perform ed in the sam e way as in Sam othr ace .

VII . There are som e islands in the Celtic regions

whi ch are known uni versally by the nam e Cassiter ides

on account of their richness in lead . There is in the

British sea an island called Sena , opposite to the

shores of the Osism i i and fam ed for its oracle of a

Gallic god . It is said that the oracle has nin e priest

esses who are boun d by a vow of perpetual chastity

that the Gauls call them Sen ae, 1 and believe them to be

gifted with rem arkable intelligence : that they can

raise up the waves of the sea and the winds with

their songs that they can assum e the shape of any

anim al they choose ; that they can cur e com plaints

that to others are in cur able ; and that they know

and predi ct the futur e . 2

w rites that the island on w hich U lysses m et Circe is in the extrem i ty of
Arm ori ca.

E st locus, extrem um qua Galli a htus

Oceani perfusus aquis , ubi fertur U lysses

(In Ruf. i .

We fi nd that the virgins of Sen a correspond to Cir ce an d her nym phs ,
an d the island of Sen a is hke E a (accepting Claudi an ’

s geogr aphy ) ofi

Arm or ica. Fur ther , i t is rem arkable that n o other text m en tions priestesses
am ong the Gauls , w hi le in the d escri pti ons of the Germ ans (Caesar , Bell.

Gall. vi . 2 1 , and i . 50; Tacitus , s t. iv. 61 Germ am a , w ho are alw ays

im plicitly , if n ot expli ci tly , con trasted w i th the Gauls , the priestesses are

alw ays m en tion ed .
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VIII . The nam e Cantium is given to the pro

m on tory nearest the contin en t , from which it is

distant about ten n autical m i les at the shortest

passage ; the other prom ontory is called Beler ion

(Land
’ s End)and is distant four days

’ sail . 1

IX . But Pytheas tells us the island [of Britain]
is m ore than two thousand nautical m iles in length

,

and that Kent is som e days ’ sail from France .

X . It is this last wr iter (Pytheas)who asserts that g
ravels

l

e

ensw e

he travelled all over the access1ble 9 parts of Bri tain
,

3 Br itairL
y

and that the islan d is over four thousand nautical

m i les in circum ference .

XI . Nevertheless
,
as far as astronom y and m athe

m atics are concerned
,
he seem s to have used these

sciences very well holding that people bordering on

the Arctic Circle would not enj oy cultivated frui ts ;
that they would enj oy an abun dance of dom estic

anim als, but few others that their food would consist

of m i llet, vegetables , and frui t and the roots of

plants ; and that of corn and honey they m ake a

drink ; that having no bright sun , they thresh their

corn, and store it in vast granaries , for, on accoun t of

the rain and want of sun
,
thr eshing-floors are of little

use to them .

3 Pytheas first m en tion s the n am e Br itain . Vi de Rhys, Celtic Br ita in ,
2nd ed it. p. 207.
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XII . Dierum spatia ultra nostri orbis m ensur am
nox clara et extrem a Br itann iae parte brevis

, ut fin em

atque in itium lucis exiguo discrim ine in tern oscas .

Quod se nubes non Officiant
,
aspici per n octem soli s

fulgorem , nec occidere et exsurgere sed transire

adfi r m an t.

(Tacitus, Agr i cola , c.
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XV. Thi le 1 ultim a in qua aestivo solstitio, sole

de Cancri sidere facien te transitum ,
nox nulla .

Brum ali solstitio , per inde nullus di es . Tr igesim us

nun c ann us est a quo nun tiaverun t m i hi cler ici

qui a Kal . Febr . usque Kal . August . in illa insula

1 Iceland is the probable iden tification of Thule. The w orks on Pytheas
at the beginni ng of this chapter m ay be consulted on thi s controversy.
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m anserun t, quod non solum in aestivo solstitio
,

sed in di ebus circa illud , in vespertina hora sol

abscondi t se quasi trans parvum tum ulum
,
ita ut nihi l

tenebrarum in m inim o spatio ipso fiat . In

m edi o illius m inim i tem por is m edium noctis fit in

m edio orbis terrae ; et idcirco m entien tes fallun tur qui

cir cum eam con cretum fore m are scr ipserunt, et qui

a vernali aequin octio usque ad autum n ale continuum
diem sine nocte atque ab autum nali versa vice usque

ad vern ale aequi noctium assiduam quidem n octem
,

dum illi navigantes in natur ali tem pore m agni frigoris

eam in traban t ac m an en tes in ipsa dies noctesque

sem per praeter solstitii tem pus altern atim habeban t

sed navigation e m inus di ei ex illa ad Boream con

gelatum m are invenerun t.

(Dicuil, deM en sum Orbi s , c.

XVI . Dicitur autem nox eis fi er i usque ad unam

horam apud quos arcticus est aestivus tr op icus

sicut juxta Thylen in sulam scr ibunt per diem et n octem

solem super ter ram ferri eos eni m qui dicun t sem en

strem diem n octemque aequalem , aut etiam quaedam

borealium partium nunquam illum in ar i solar ibus

radiis
,
ration ibus ali is dem i ttim us .

(Pr iscianus Lydus, S olut. ad Chosroen . (Byw ater),
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inform ed m e that , not only at the sum m er solstice ,
but also dur ing the days before and after that

season
,
the sun at even ing hides as it were beyond a

sm all hill, but in such a way that there is no darkness

even over the sm allest space . In the m iddle of this

short space of tim e it is m i dnight at the equator ;
and consequently these story- tellers are m istaken who

have written that roun d Thule the sea is frozen ; an d

so also are they who write that from the sprin g

equin ox to the autum nal there is continuous day,
and on the other hand from the autum n al to the

spring equinox there is again continuous night .

Those who sailed to and stopped at this island in the

season of intense cold found alternate day an d night

dur ing their stay, except at the tim e of the solstice ;
but they found the sea frozen at less than one day ’ s

sail northwards .

XVI . Those who live on the arctic tropic — here
,

arctic cir cle)have night lasting up to one hour ; just

as they write that near Thule the sun goes round the

earth without setting day or night . As to those who

tell us that there is a day lastin g six m onths and a

night of the sam e length, or, that certain northern

lands are never illum inated by the rays of the

sun
,
well

,
we will dism iss these writers for other

reasons .

XVII. Concerning the island of Thule, which is

said to have been visited by Pytheas the phi losopher of

Marseilles
,
a story is told to the effect that the sum m er

sun is above the earth the whole day and coin cides
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XXI . Thule Belgarum litor i opposita est, Graiis

et n ostr is celebrata carm ini bus. In ea
,
quod ibi

sol longe occasurus eXsurgit, breves utique n octes

sunt sed per hiem em
,
sieut aliubi , obscur ae aestate

lucidae, quod per id tem pus jam se altius evehen s

1 This crude m istake is due to the n oti on that the tropic of Cancer w as
a phy sicalline traced by the sun ’

s passage over the hor iz on .
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with the arctic circle .

1 Fur ther, when the sun is in

Cancer the day lasts for a m onth, provided all the

portions of Cancer are constantly visible : otherwise

only so far as the sun is in the constantly visible parts .

XVIII . [Pytheas] says , in his treatise on the Ocean ,

that the Barbarians used to point out to him where

the sun sleeps . 2 About these region s they observed

that the n ight grew shorter
,
in som e places lasting two

hour s, in others thr ee hour s , so that after sun set the

sun rose again im m ediately .

XIX . This parallel is 63° from the li ne of the

equinox and passes through the island Thule
,
and

thi s is the first point at which a m an ’ s shadow falls

on all sides of him . There the sum m er tropic is

always visible .

XX . Thus, according to Strabo , Pytheas describes

the island of Thule
,
and says that no land , no sea , no

air exist there
,
but the thr ee com bin ed there are like

the m arin e j elly -fi sh . Sur roun ded as it were with a

chain of all three
,
it is in its nature im passable on foot

or by m eans of a boat .

XXI . Thule
,
renowned am ong the Greeks and in

our own verses
,
lies opposite the coast of the Belgi .

In thi s isle the risen sun tarries long before it sets
,
and

the ni ghts are accordingly short . As elsewhere, they

are dark in winter and bright in sum m er, for at this

season the sun rises higher
,
and although not actually

2 Thi s m ust m ean that the Barbar ian s had observed the spot w here the
sun disappeared behin d the hori z on dur ing the shor t sum m er n ights. This
w ould n aturally be taken by them , and by Pytheas , to be the resting

-place
of the m oving sun -

god .
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quanquam ipse non cernatur
,
vicino tam en splendore

proxim a illustrat ; per solstitium vero nullae
,
quod

tum jam m an ifestior n on fulgore m odo , sed sui

quoque partem m axim am osten tat.

(Pom pon ius Mela , de S i tu Orbi s , i i i . c.

XXII . Sic fit ut
,
vario lucis increm ento

,
in Meroe

longissim us dies XII horas aequin octiales et octo

partes unius horae colligat : Alexan d r iae vero XIV

horas in Italia XV : in Britann ia XVII . U bi

aestate lucidae n octes
,
haud dubie r eprom ittun t id

quod cogit ratio credi ; solstiti i d iebus accendente

Sole propia s verticem m undi , angusto lucis am bitu,

subjecta terrae con tinuos dies habere sen is m en sibus

noctesque e diverso ad brum am rem oto . Quod fi er i

in insula Thule Pytheas Massili ensis scripsit
,
sex

d ierum navigation e in septem tr ionem a Britannia

distante .

(Plin ius Secun dus , Hi st. Nat. 11 . c.

XXIII. Om n es autem aestus in Oceano m aj ora

in tegun t spatia inun dan tque, quam in reliquo m ari .

Octogen is cubitis supra Br itan n iam in tum escere

aestus Pytheas Massiliensis auctor est .
(Idem , i i . 0.

XXIV. Dispecta est et Thule, quia hactenus

jussum ,
et hiem s appetebat. Sed m are pigrum et

grave rem igan tibus ; perhiben t ne ventis quidem

proin de attolli ; credo, quod rar iores terrae m on

tesque, causa ac m ateria tem pestatum ,
et profun da

m oles continui m aris tardius im pelli tur . Naturam
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visible, yet its close brilliancy illum in ates the nearest

parts . At the solstice there are no nights
,
for at that

period the sun not only shi n es m ore distinctly
,
but

also d isplays the greater part of its orb .

XXII . It thus happens that through the varying

increase in the duration of the daylight
,
the longest

day at Meroe is com prised of twelve equin octial hour s

and eight parts of an hour at Alexandria there are

four teen hours ; in Italy, fifteen ; in Britain, seven

teen . Where the n ights are bright in sum m er
,
they

no doubt avow that which reason com pels us to believe
,

viz . that as the sun at the solstice ascends nearer to

the pole
,
going roun d in a sm all zone of light

,
the parts

of the earth beneath have continuous day for six

m onths and in winter the night is of the sam e

dur ation . Pytheas relates that thi s occur s on the

island of Thule
,
which is six days ’ sail northward from

Britain .

XXIII . The flows of the tides in the Ocean all

cover a greater part of the land than do those of

the other sea (Mediterranean). Pytheas of Marseilles

says that beyond Britain the tides flow in to a distance

of eighty cubits .

XX IV. Thule was seen (by Agricola
’ s fleet), whi ch

up to this had lain con cealed in winter. Here the sea is

said to be sluggish and unyielding to the oar
,
and never

stir red by the breezes . Perhaps the cause of thi s is

the rarity in these regions of the heights and m ountains

whi ch caus e the m otions i n the air , and also the

difli culty of di stur bin g so vast a m ass of water . We
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Oceani atque aestus neque quaerere hujus operis est ,
ac m ulti rettulere. U num addi der im

,
nusquam latins

dom in ar i m are, m ultum flum in um huc atque illuc

ferre, nec litore tenus accrescere aut r esorber i , sed
influere pen itus atque am bire, et jugis etiam ac
m ontibus inseri velut in suo .

(Tacitus , Agr icola , c.

XXV. Multae et ali ae circum Br itann iam in sulae

e quibus Thyle ultim a
,
in qua aestivo solstitio

,
sole de

Cancri sidere faciente tran situm
,
nox paene nulla

brum ali solstitio dies adeo conductus
,
ut ortus

jun ctus sit occasui . ACaledon iaeprom ontorio Thylen

petentibus bidui navigatione perfecta excipiun t

Hebudes insulae
,
quinque num ero , quarum incolae

nesciun t fr uges : piscibus tantum et lacte vivunt.

Rex unus est un iversis : n am , quotquot sunt, om n es

angusta interluvie di viduntur . Rex nihi l suum

habet
,
om n i a un iversorum : ad a

'

equi tatem certis

legibus str ingitur : ac ne avaritia divertat a vero ,
d iscit paupertate justitiam utpote cui nihil sit rei

fam i liaris : verum ali tur e publico . Nulla illi datur

fem ina propria, sed per vicissitudines, in quam cum que

cornm otus sit, usurar iam sum it. U nde ei nec votum ,
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nec Spes conceditur liberorum . Secundam a continenti

stationem Oreades pr aebent : sed Oreades ab Hebud i

bus porro sunt septem dierum totidem que n octium

cursu
,
num ero tres . Vacan t hom ine ; non haben t

silvas : tan tum jun ceis herbis inhorr escun t. Cetera

earum nudae arenae . Ab Orcad ibus Thylen usque

quin que d ierum ac n octium n avigatio est . Sed Thyle

larga et d iutin a pom ona copiosa est . Qui illio

habitant
,
principio veris in ter pecudes pabalis vivun t,

dein lacte . In hiem em com percun t arborum fructus .

U tun tur fem in is vulgo certum m atrim on ium nulli .

U ltra Thylen p igrum et con cretum m are . Circuitus

Br itann iae 4875 m i llia passuum sun t . In quo spatio

m agna et m ulta flum ina : quibus fon tibus praesul

Min ervae [v.l. praeest Sul-Min ervae] num en ,
in cujus

aede perpetui ignes num quam canescun t in favillas ,
sed ubi ignis tabuit, vertit in globos saxeos .

1

(C . Julius Solinus , Polyhi stor . c.

XXVI . Itaque ea , quae fertilissim a sunt
,
Germ ani ae

loca circum Hercyn iam silvam (quam E ratosthen i et

quibusdam Gr aecis fam a notam esse video , quam illi

Orcyn iam appellant)Volcae Tectosages occupaverun t,
atque ibi con sederun t. Quae gens ad hoc tem pus hi s

sed ibus sese con tinet. Hujus Hercyn iae silvae,
quae supra dem on strataest, latitudo novem dierum

1 It seem s d i ffi cult to avoid concludi ng that these natives used turf-fuel.
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tim e his ; thus neither the desire nor the hope of

children is allowed to him . The second calling -point

from the continent of Britain is the Orkn ey Islands .

These are a sail of seven days and seven nights

beyond the Hebrides , and are three in num ber . They

are uninhabited and woodless . They bristle with a

rushlike grass where they are not barren sands . Thule

lies from them a voyage of five days and nights . Here ,
however , is an abundant and continuous supply of

fruit . The inhabitants in the early part of spring

live am ong the cattle on fodder in the later part of the

year thev live on m i lk . For the win ter season they

lay in a store of the fruits of the trees . They have

their wom en in com m on
,
and know n o established

m arriage cus tom s . Beyond Thule is a sluggish and

frozen sea .

The en tire circuit of Britain is four thousand eight

hundred and seventy-fi ve m i les . This area con tains

m any fine rivers . The presiding divin ity is Min erva ,
in whose tem ple are perpetual fires that never brighten

into Sparks when the fire is growing dull it turns in to

stony brocks . 1

XXVI . Accordingly, the Volcae Tectosages seized

on the m ost productive districts of Germ ani a
,
whi ch

are those aroun d the Hercynian forest, and settled

there . This forest was known by report to Erato

sthenes and to other Greeks under the nam e Orcyn ia .

The Volcae Tectosages retain their territories to our

tim e . The breadth of the Hercyn ian forest

m entioned above is nine days
’ j ourney to a

Py theas vi
n or th-w est
E ur ope.

Am ber tra

The Herc;
ian forest.
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iter expedito patet : non enim ali ter fini r i potest
,

neque m ensuras itinerum n overunt m ultarum

que gentium fin es propter m agn itud inem adtingit ;

neque quisquam est hujusGerm ani ae
, qui se aut adisse

ad in itium ejus silvae d icat, cum d ierum iter sexa

ginta processer it, aut quo ex loco or iatur acceper it.

1

(Ceesar is, deBello Gallico, vi . c. 24

XXVII . Philem onMor im arusam a Cim br is 2vocar i ,
hoc est, m ortuum m are, usque ad prom ontorium

Rubeas ; ultra dein de Cron ium .

3 Xenophon Lam p

sacenus , a litore Scytharum tridui n avigatione in sulam

esse 1m m en saem agn itud in isBaltiam ,
tradit. E andem

Pytheas Basiliam n om inatfl'

(Pli n ius Secun dus , Hi s . Nat. iv. o.
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1 Vide Cluver
’

s Germ an ia An tigua , iii . c. 47.

2 Cf . Prof. Raw lin son , E thnology of the C im br i , P roc. Anthrop . Inet. vi .

15 1 (1876) Latham , Germ any
'

of Tacitus ; Pallm an , K im bern and

Teutoner ; R id gew ay , Cam br i dge Ph i lological S ociety , 20Feb. 1908 , Rev.

Celt. xxix. 2 15 ; J. Loth, Rev. Celt. xxx. p . 384 .

3 Welsh, M or m ar w th sea of death, and M or croinn frozen sea.

4 For Greek tra de w ith Courlan d videHum bold t, Cosm os (Sabin e), i i . 128 .

Diod orus in n ext excerpt. probably con fused Abalus and Basilia see

article by Ihm in Paulys, Real
-E ncyclopaed ie, 2nd ed i t. i ii . col. 42 , 43.
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traveller travelling with all Speed . There is no other

way of com putin g it , as the natives are un acquainted

with the road m easures so extensive is it that

it touches the frontiers of m any nations . There is

no one in these parts of Germ ania who claim s to

have reached its end
,

— even after a j ourney of sixty

days ,— nor indeed to have heard at what spot it begin s . 1

XXVII . Philem on says that the Cim bri 9 call the

sea from their own coun try to Cape Rubeae, Mori

m arusa or the Dead Sea beyond that cape they call

it Cr on ium .

’ 3 Xenophon of Lam psacenus states

that there is an island , Baltia, of vast extent, a di stance

of thr ee days ’ sail fr om the Scythi an shore . Pytheas

calls the island Basilia .

4

XXVIII . In the Scythian region beyond Gaul is

the sea- girt isle Basilia ; and on this island , and

nowhere else in the world, the am ber is washed up

in large quantities in the springtim e : the natives

collect it on the island and carry it across to the
,
m ain

land Opposite. ‘1

XXIX. So neither is the m an brave who calm ly

faces obj ects of terror thr ough ignorance, as when

one through m adness defies the thunderbolts or
,

knowing the danger
,
through spirit and stout-hearted

ness
,
as the Celts who take up arm s to resist the waves

of the sea and in general we m ay say that the barbaric

bravery consists in stout-heartedness .
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XXX . Som e say that phi losophy has originated

am ong the non-Greeks
,
for am ong the Persians there

were Magi
,
am on g the Babylonians and Assyrian s

were Chaldees
,
andv nosophists am on g the Indian s .

Am ong the Celts an d Galatians were those called

Druids and Sem n othei , as is stated by Aristotle in

his work on m agic , and by Sotion in the 23rd chapter

of his Con tinuation .

’

XXXI . Germ ara : A tribe of the Celtic country

who do not see the day , as Aristotle says in his work

on the Wonders of the World ; and that the Lotos

eaters sleep for six m onths .

XXXII . It is true that Pytheas of Marseilles afli rm s

that the farthest country north of the British island is

Thule for which place he says the sum m er tropic and

the arctic circle are one and the sam e . But he gi ves

no other particulars, nor does he say whether Thule

is an island , or whether it is habitable up to the point

where the sum m er tropic 1s identical with the arctic

circle . For m yself, I fancy the northern boundaries

of the habitable earth are very m uch south of this .
Recent w r iters m ake m ention of nothing beyond

Ireland
,
which is just north of Britain

,
and where the

inhabitants lead a m i serable and prim i tive existence

on account of the severe cold . In m y Opinion the

lim i ts of the habitable earth should be fixed here .
But the truth is that Pytheas, who so frequen tly

m isleads his readers , leads them astray here too .

1

0
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(Strabo , 11 . c. 4,

XXXIV. Quod fabulae locum potissim um dedit,
ipsa est Thules historia, quam hodie etiam pler ique

volunt non esse d ictam Island iam , sed insulam

quandam ex Orcadibus, adhaerentes Ptolem aeo
, qui

eam statui t quatuor gradibus citra Circulum Polarem .

Sane vero si nihil terrarum sub cc circulo detec

tum jam foret, posset Pytheas haberi m endax
,

referen s se eo perven i sse, ubi aestivus Tropicas gereret

vicem Arctici , hoc est inaxi rn i ci rcalorurn sem per

apparentiam et qui a jam etiam navigando perven i

tur in Islandiam , ubi Tr0picus pro Arctico est ;

quidn i habeam us Pytheas fi dem et hanc Thulen esse

credam us, quam sic nom inatam prim us prodidi t ?

Quem ceter i certe supponun t, aut fingun t, situm non

habet hujusm odi et Cleom edes, m elius quam Strabo,
Thulen r eliqui t ubi Pytheas collocasse m em orabatur .
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E t ne dubitare quis possit de Pytheae sagacitate et

solertia
, quasi loca citer iora habere potuer it pro eo in

quo dies m axim us XXIV foret horarum ,
verba sunt

illin s apud Gem inum ,
Monstrabant nobi s barbar i ubi

Sol
“

cubaret, &c.

’ Quae retero
, ut innuam quem ad

m odum Pytheas eo paulatim pervener it ubi nulla

tandem nox foret in aestivo solstitio , ac sim ul insinuem ,

quam grata esse debeat illins m em oria qui prim us

m ortalium tam longe processit. At fabulam sapit

neque terram ibi porro esse, neque m are, neque aerem ,

sed guidp iam ex ri s concretum , pulm on i s m ar in i sim ile,

ctc.

’ Sed nota potins hom inis fi dem ,
siquidem dixit

solum Pytheas se pulm on i s formam vi di sse, referre

autem cetera quasi audi ta solo recepta .

’

Addit Strabo

d ixisse solum ibi Tropicum pro Arctico esse,

’ quod

superest autem non com m em orasse
,
neque an insula Sit

Thule
,
neque utrum habitation es eo usque pertingan t,

et alia sim i lia quae, si voluisset im ponere, haud du

bie profecto scr ipsisset alia quoque sunt quae im

probat Strabo
,
ut abesseThulen aBr itann ia sexdierum

navigatione (quod Plinius quoque ex Pythea habet),
‘ Cantium Br itann iae a Celtica aliquot,

’

et
‘ Sacrum

Prom ontor ium aGadibus quinque sedn im irum videtur

Pytheas con scr ipsisse totius suae n avigation is diarium ,

comm em orasseque quantum tem por is inter superan

dum locorum intervalla con sum psisset. Quom odo
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doubting the soundness and scientific kn owledge of

Pytheas
,
by im agin ing that

,
for the land“ in which

the longest day m easures twenty- four hours , he had in

m ind places situated farther south, we quote his

words as foun d in Gem inus , The Barbar ians showed

us where the sun was w ont to set. I m ention this

to suggest how Pytheas m i ght step by step have won

the point where there was no night at all ; and also

to suggest how pleasan t the recollection m ust have

been to him who was the first hum an being to penetrate

so far . But he knew that it was a fable to say that

farther on there w as no land , nor sea ,
nor ai r , but som e

m ixtureofallthree, liketo a jelly-fish, Still I would

have you notice the candour of the m an , for it is only

the jelly-fish he says he saw hi m self, w hi le he states

thattherest i s m erehearsay.

’ Strabo adds that Pytheas

states m erely that ‘

there alone the tropic i s i dentical

w ith the arctic ci rcle,
’ givin g n o details as to whether

Thule is an
’

island , or as to whether hum an habitation

extends as far as there
,
or any other inform ation of

thi s kind . If he had desired to im pose on people , he

would not have failed to furnish all this . Strabo

obj ects also to the other statem ents
,
such as,

‘

that

Thule i s six days
’

sai l from Br itain (quoted als o by

Pliny from Pytheas),
‘

that Cantium in Br itain i s a

few days
’

sai lfrom the Celtic shore,
’

an d
‘

that Cape St.

Vincent i s a voyage of five days from Cad i z .

’ Pytheas ,
in fact, appears to have kept a com plete diary of his

voyage, noting down the tim e taken by him in covering
the distances between the various points

,
so that it is
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proinde non Pytheas diario , sed Hipparchus dueta a

se con secutione
,
deceptus est, cum Pytheae fi dem

d icitur secutus, asserendo m axim um diem in austra

liore Britannia esse XVIII horarum ,
ac sim ili m odo

Eratosthenes in assignandis Br itann icis affi n ibus.

Vocat praeterea ille figm en ta , quae Pytheas r ettulit

de Osti dam n i is, Colbio, U xi sam a, ali isque locis : et,

quasi nunquam possit ipsi non esse ob Thulen in fensus,
hom inem appellat m endacissim um ,

quod qui vider in t

Hibern iam non ejusm od i insulae sed aliarum solum

parvarum circa Br itann iam m em i nerint. At

quonam m odo id excusetur , quod ait Pytheas se

peragrasse qui dguid est E uropae regionum ad Occanum

ex Gadibus ipsi s ad Tanain l usque
”
? San e, quod po

tuer itHispan iaeGalliae oc Germ ani ac oras perlustrare

ac fortassis quoque Dania superata penetrare longe ad

Balticum Sinum , qui fuit olim Sarm aticus Hyper

boreusque cred itus Oceanus
,

creditus com plecti

Scandi ae Insulas, quas nunc esse NoruegiaeSueciaeque

continen tes constat , nem o in fi cias ier it. Quod exis

tim aver it autem se ad Tanain usque pervenisse ,
Deum im m ortalem ! quam id videtur pro caligine

corum tem porum esse excusatione dignum .

(Gassen d i , P r0portio Gn om on i s E p i st.

1 Lelew elin hi s Pytheas und d ieGeographic sein er Z eitthinks that Pytheas
m istook the E lbe for the Tanais or Don .
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APPENDIX

GREEK ROMANCES ABOU T NORTHERN EU ROPE

Apollom us Rod ius, bor n circa 260; w as a pupil of

Callim achus ; succeeded E r atosthenes, librar ian to Ptolem y

E piphanes, in 196. Wrote an epic in the style of Hom er ,

know n as theArgonautica . He has m uch to say about the i sland

from w hich the am ber cam e
,
about theHyperboreans, and about

the m ythical r iver E r idanos . Beyond em phasising the isolation
fr om the classicalw orld of the r aces w ho have left behind them

the m egalithic m onum ents, the w ork is of no histor ical value,

and i ts geographical notion s are grotesque. An ed ition of the

Argonautica w as published in 1905 by Teubner .

Euhem erus, florui t circa 300. Only fr agm ents rem ain ,

but the w ork w as popular am ong Rom an w r iter s . He attem pted

to rationalise the m ythology of Greece, and to construct from

PTOLEMY
,
SON OF LAGU S

A lieutenant of Alexander the Great . Wrote a

Historv of Alexander
’ s expeditions

,
whi ch is known

to us only in fr agm ents . Died B . C . 283.
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PYTHEAS

it the early history of m ankind . Diodorus Siculus uses his

w ork largely .

E ustathius of Con stantinople, archbishop of Thessaloni ca

(A .D . w rote a fulland lear ned com m entary of the Hom er ic

poem s ; Vi de Iliad , i ii . 6.

A

Hecataeus of Abdera w r ote a novel,
‘ Yw0p 7 01V

‘ Yw epflopeiwv

(videHecataeus, vol.

Photius sum m ar i ses a novel by Anton ius Diogenes , nam ed

Wonder sbeyond Thule,
’

in his Myr iol. 355 see also Porphyr ius ,

Life of Pythagoras , c. 13.

Plato : in Tim aeus, 6; and in Cr itias , 3, 8 et seq.

(Bekker
Plutarch uses these r om ances largely in his M oralia de faci e

in OrbeLun ae.

Procopius : in his de Bell. Goth. iv. o. 22 .

Scholia in Virgil
’

s Georgics .

Lucian in his Vera Hi stor ia burlesques these ancient

histor ian s , and is w orth r eadi ng. See also

E lton : Or igins of E ngli sh Hi story . chap . iii .

I . Ptolem y
,
the son of Lagus, relates that in this

cam paign the Celts who dwelt on the Adriatic cam e

to Alexander for the pur pose of m aking a treaty

of goodwill and guest- friendship ,
’ and that the king

received them in a friendly m anner
,
and asked them

while drinkin g
,
what m i ght be the chief obj ect of

their dread
,
expectin g that they would say that he

him self was but that they replied that it was no m an ,

but they felt som e alarm lest the sky m ight perhaps

fall on them , but that they valued above everything

the friendship of so great a -m an as he .
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HIERONYMU S OF CARDIA

To Hieronym us of Cardia is alm ost certainly to

be attributed the knowledge we possess of the Galatian

incursion into Greece (see J . G . Droysen
, Gesckichte

des Hellen i sm us , ii . 2 , p . 342 , note 4, and Muller ,
Fragm enta Hi stom

'

com m Fragm enta , vol . ii . pp . 450

et seq). He was born between R C . 370and 360, and

lived for m ore than a hundred years . From his

work
,
which is som etim es described as a contin uation
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(E co Pausan ia s, i . 3,

This can hardly refer to the Celts . Cf . Xen ophon , p . 36, excerpt.

I. II.

2 This is copied from Him ilco , vide p. 16, lin e 204, and p. 24, lines
127—129.

3 The Greek n ovelists told how Phaethon fell from his sun -char iot in to
the E n

’

danus and how hi s sisters w ept for him , till the gods in pity turned
them in to black m ourning poplars . But this sad tree still w ept tears of
am ber ; m deHim ilco , p. 14, line 425 et seq. Appendix to Py theas, p. 88 .



PTOLEMY , SON OF LAGU S

The nam es and accoutrem ents of these are said to
have been seen then for the first tim e by the Greeks

and Macedonians . 1

of the History of Ptolem y Lagus, Diodorus Siculus

and Pausanias dr ew their accounts of the invasion of

Delphi by the Gauls, and these writers agree except

in m inor points . The accoun ts by Pausanias and

Justin are the fullest, and are quoted below,
with

notes where they differ from the account given by

Diodorus. An excellent com m entary on Pausanias by

Mr . Frazer is published by Macm illan Cc. ,
London .

Justin—Tr ogus m ay have had Tim agenes before him

when writing of the Galati
,
but Tim agenes drew from

Hieronym us , or from a contem porary of Hieronym us .

I . These Galati inhabit the rem otest parts of

Eur ope on the shore of a great sea , which is not

navigable in their neighbourhood it flows and ebbs
,

and contains beasts qui te un like those in the rest

of the sea.

2 Through their territory flows the river

Eridanus , on whose banks people fancy that the

daughters of the Sun bewail the fate of their brother

Phaethon.

3 The nam e Galati is of late origin
,
for

origin ally they were called Celts, both by them selves

and by all other peoples . ‘1'

4 A signi fican t rem ark. The Celts w ho dw elt on the Po and Danube,

and Spread acr oss Western E ur ope to the tin m in es of Corn w all, w ere far
rem oved in civili sation from the arm ed bands of Galati w ho burst from
the east of the Rhine in to Italy , &c. , in the fourth cen tury Cf.

Bertrand et Rein ach, Les Celtes dans les Vallées da Po‘ , &c. , pp. 131, 160.
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board
,
they were obliged to m ake headway through the

m ud in ships laden down with arm our and m en . Thus

they endeavour ed to save the Greeks in the way I

have described . (4) But the Galati were in side of

Pylae ; and, not botherin g about takin g the other

town s, they were bent on plundering Delphi and

the treasures of the god . The Delphi ans, and those

of the Phocians who inhabit the cities in the neigh

bourhood of Parnassus , drew up in battle array against

the Galati there also cam e a force of Aetolians
,
for in

those days the Aetolians were renowned for youthful

vigour . But when they j oin ed in battle , thunderbolts

and rocks, breaking away h om Parnassus, rolled

down upon the Galati ; and dreadful phantom s of

m en in arm s arose against the Barbarians . They

say that tw o of these ghostly warriors , Hyperochus

and Am edocus, cam e from the Hyp erboreans , and

that the thir d was Pyrrhus the son of Achilles . 1 For

thi s assistance the Delphian s offer sacrifice to Pyrrhus,
though form erly they held his very tom b in dishonour

as that of a foe . (5)Most of the Galati crossed toAs ia

Minor in ships and plun dered its sea - coast . Som e

tim e afterwards the people of Pergam us , —once

nam ed Teuthr ania , —cleared the Galati off the sea ,
and dr ove them into the country now called Galatia .

2

They captur ed the Phrygian city An cyr a ,— foun ded ,
in tim es gone by

,
by Midas

,
son of Gord iusp — and

took possession of the land beyond the Sangar ius . The

anchor
,
found by Midas

,
still exists there . They say

that Midas m i xed wine with the water of the foun tain
H
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V. Seleucus had w ith hi m an arm y com posed of

Greeks and Barbarians . When he had advanced to

Lysim achia he was assassin ated by Ptolem y, brother

of Lysandra . This Ptolem y had fled to him from

Lysim achus , and from his reckless character was

nam ed Thunderbolt . The assassin gave up the

treasur es to the guards to plunder , and ruled Mace

donia until
,
ventur ing to give battle to the Galati

and he was the first king we know of who d id

so— he perished at the hands of the Barbarians . 1

Antigonus the son of Dem etrius then regained the

throne .

VI . Thereupon Attis him self and several of the

Lydi ans were slain by the boar, in con sequence

of which the Galati w ho dwell in Pessinus will not

eat swine .

VII . In m y description of the Council Cham ber

at Athens I gave an account of the invasion of Greece

by the Galati but I thought it best to reserve the
m ore detailed account for m y description of

'Delphi ,
because this was the scene of the fiercest struggle

between the Greeks and the Barbarians . The first

expedition of the Celts from their country was un der

the leadership of Cam baules . On that occasion they

penetrated as far as Thr ace
,
but did not ventur e any

further, as they realised that their num bers were too

scanty to cope with the Greeks . But when a second

exp edition was resolved upon— chiefly at the instiga

tion of those w ho had accom pan ied Cam baules, and

28 1.

The boar
is taboo .
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force of the cavalry, but as each trooper had two

servants
,
who were them selves good horsem en and

provided with a horse
,
the actual cavalry strength was

sixty- one thousand two hundred . The cavalry tactics

of the Galati are as follows : the servants rem ain

in the rear close at hand if a trooper had hi s horse

killed
,
the servant brought him a fresh m ount if the

trooper 0hi m self was slain , the m an m ounted his

m aster ’ s horse ; an d if this m an too fell, the third

servant in tur n took hi s place i n the fight . If the

m aster was woun ded , one of the servants conveyed

hi m to the cam p , whi le the other took his place in the

ranks . The tactics , it seem s to m e, were adopted ,
by

the Galati from the Persian corps of the Ten Thousand ,
known as the Im m ortals

, but with this difference

in the Persian corps the reserve fell in after the

engagem ent , while with the Galati the reserve took

its place as wanted durin g the action
,
and thus kept

up the full strength in the battle . Thi s organisation

they called in their own tongue 11 10161101810 1 ; for the

Celtic word for a horse is 01611061 . Such was the force

and such were the obj ects with whi ch Brennus

invaded Greece .

VIII . (1) The Spirit of the Greeks had w elhi igh

deserted them , but the gravity of the crisis com pelled

tongue hus ’

; hus is conn ected w ith Teuton ic hulis , hence ; French 710117 ,
E nglish holly . The Galatians Spoke their Celtic tongue d ow n to four th
cen tury A .D . accordi n g to St. Jerom e, Com m entar . E p ist. c1d Gala t. Bk. ii .

praef .
, Galataa propm am lm guam , 6071616171006 penehaberequam Trevi ros,

nec refer re 31 aliqua exind e cor ruper in t.
’

But M. Perr ot (Revue Celtique, ii .
179)show s that St. Jcr om e is un trustw orthy on poin ts of thi s ki n d .

Their tact
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exceed nine thousand therefore
,
the fighting force of

Locrians at Thermopylae cannot be reckoned at more

than six thousand . Thus the whole army may have

numbered eleven thousand two hun dred . But even

that force did not rem ain in arms the whole time at

Thermopylae
,
for with the exception of the Lacedae

m onian s themselves, the Thespians , and the Mycen

aeans , they di d not wait to see the issue of the fi ght .

To meet the Barbarians who had come fr om the

Ocean the follow in g Greek forces marched to Thermo

pylae . Ten thousand heavy arm ed infantry and five

hun dr ed horse from Boeotia the Boeotardi s were

Cephi sodotus, Thear idas, Diogenes and Lysander .

From Phocis, fi ve him dr ed horse and three thousand

foot
,
under the command of Crit-obulus and An tiochus .

The Locrians who dwell opposite the island of Atalanta

were led by Midi as : they num bered seven hun dred
,

but had no cavalry. From Megara there came four

hun dr ed heavy foot : Megareus led their cavalry .

The Aetolian force was very numerous
,
and included

horse and foot . The strength of their cavalry is not

given . Their light infantry numbered ni nety
,
and

their heavy infantry amounted to seven thousand .

Polyarchus, Polyphron , and Lacrates were their

leaders. The general of the Atheni ans was Callippus
,

son of Moerocles, as mentioned previously ; and the

Atheni ans had alltheir seaworthy galleys
,
fi ve hundred

horse, and one thousand foot . In virtue of their

ancient prestige they held the command . The

kings of Macedonia and As ia contributed five hun dred



110 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

h3 3 I 1 ! I 3 I 3 I 11

1601 616 7 179 A0109 1001 0611 1010 041 1 16007 0 0p19/1 00
°

0px007 69

36 7 600 7160 77007107 176000
’

Ap107 61317,1109 170

M01663a
'

10, 7 6610 36
’

A07 10
'

XO0 7 6 1606616 7 179
’

A01
’

09

I A 3 3 I I
T67t600pxo9 7 600 677 1 Op007 77

T0139 36 69 ®6p7107701609 6190010961010
<

151706170600, 6119

677 159007 0 7 6715 7 6 M ag
/0170500 16067 170 7 670 (139151 7 10 507 0 17317

7 6110 1
1

01607 610 7 610 07 p07 610, 630860 «11 1160159 7 6 69 96170009

160669 7 670 777 7700 07707t6’g
’

007 09 077007 611 01 6776 7 610

2 77670X6160, 700 71 1736 7 610 7 07 071610 310613001 7 029 Bad p019
11 1 A 1

8
/ 1 6

8
\ 1 0

1

0060 a '

w OS
‘

7 6 1601 1610 00010 67 7 60177 01 01 6 007 69 7 09

I 3 11 3

7 6671107009 7 6 1607 01600001 1601 007 01 7r apa 7 170 0769170 e07 pa 7 o
I

8
\ )

8
\ f
B
I 3I I I

77 63600007 0. 170 6 00 6 o p60009 007 6 77007 0 000067 09 007 6

I I I
07761p609 ELXGV , 609 00 7 19 300807109, 006111071 07 0 69 w oke/1 1009

1 A 1 1 A a I 1 I 1 1 9

656071610. 60909 000 7 77 677 100077 00167 1 , 00 160907 1 170 7 0 0px010
A A 3 3 I Q I A

7 60 7707 0710 gem/7107 0 0X7t0 69 7 0 1607 60, 609 71 17 7 19 7 019

"
E 7&7\1701 1

7
160017 0 060917019 , 1606 77 7107x107 0 (i

A 3 I A I CI 3 I
2 77 670966109 316X61 7 0 69 777t600 7 00 7763100 1601 61609 7 6 6770161 1601

6107 66101500 1606 07 60013 1607 61 7 0137 0 65

Bp60009 61000 71v009 7 600 P07t07 6
'

00 077607 617t60, 1177 11001 7 6

0620 1777607 007 0 65 007 600 16066107 19 7 93 11 171661 7 013 061371 07 09

6
2

7 97 7601 11 61! 6330 07 6p 7 009 770Mt0159 ‘

6606 36 160607676609 01
'

a c 1 1 x 1 1

K67\.7 01 77007 09 0776p17p1607 69 11 171661 7 009 009716077009 .

1? Q I 3 A I

007 01 71 60 000 310601000010 60 7 77 00167 1 310017xo116001 6036 7 0

A A A I

7 00 7707 01100, 16067 0 7 0619 677 1p 5009 90p60159,
I A

67 01617 0 616007 09 007 6 0X63109
’

06 36 007 600 71 1716107 01

316769620671603610 7 61 6536070630017917000. 0636
”

E 7\7\17069 066776
A A I (I I I A

7 902 77671766160, (7700900007 01 07 1 1607 0 7 061609 1101700

A 1 1 1 1 1 A
7 600 30716071600)007 1160 69 7 0 07 7107 60710 000xa1p00010.

(Idem , x.

TX . (1) Bp60009 36 7 019 776p6 7 60 M am a /6610 1665167700



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


112 MONUME NTA HISTORICA CELTICA

3 A I
2

3 I Q
8
\ 3I

01160001 (60700001 7 00 WGPXGLOV 677 67 00060 01 6 170000 7 0

1, A A 3 I
8
/ 3

9
A 3

'

A I
GP

'

YOV 07700377, 7 60 7 6 61661000 661 1601 07767» 610 616 7 179 p 09

A 3 I
041 15010677 19000007 69 7 009 607166670009 , 71 1736 677 1 160160

A I f

8
\ f I

8
I

0717 610 71 60007 09 . 0 6 609 1607 0 7 09 7 661107109 16616006 7 170

I 3 I C I I
07 7007 100, 671607061 77p09 7 170 Hpa /{AGLG V

‘

1601 3117p770000 7160
1 A 1 6

1
1 1 3

9
1 3 A

7 0 616 7 179 p 09 01 a 7ta 7 a 1 1601 00 706077009 7 009 677 1 7 010

A I I 6

dypw v 67 1607 07t17<f19607 09 6410060000, 7 170 36 00x 617x00.

67 61 76171 77p67 6p00 7 0157 600 06A67 607to60007 616620 7 0619
‘

1111016

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 g

17007 160000 69 7 0 A 17 607\11600°

7 07 6 000 1771 00007 0 609

A A
776p6 776X6609 061360 7 1

‘

Hp0167\661
’

1 7 019 7107x7t00 17 1606007 019
I Q A I t A

77p001716000179 . 170 36 1601 7 9) BPEVV CLO 7 0 71 60 Hp016766017 600
A

610000009 ¢pov7 1
'

3o9 , 36 6770161 7 0 65671 66001 7 6 616
A A 3 I A 3 3

7 600 07 60600 7 009 1601 d GAGGLV 69 7 170 607 09

©6p/1 0770X61
‘

10
(

E XX030.

A C I
(2) Hp06X9600 000 0770 7 179 Hp0167\6109 , (677 00966067 0 r

yc
‘

tp
3 I I 3 I 3 f I

7rapa 007 0710v 7 009 000617\61y71 60009 69 H0K09 0770 616007 179

1 1 n 6 a 1;077 6p66/1p0061 7 6 7 00 E 7061701 1600 1601 17pX60 69 7 670
3 A I (I 3 I A Q I 3I 3I

677 100000 710x179 0010x007 1 7 60 007 6 EM a 691600
I f A 3 I ’ I 3 I

71 6607 10 007 6 1epo19 677 1916070019 717060116009 , 61 317 607 1 7 6 11007 660
I 3 A Q (l 3 A

K67\7 11617.
1 607 0090 01 E XK17069 60 017 77 7 6 677 776000 160660

I 6 1 1 1 n 11 1 6

KOO /1,9) 1601 609 06751 16007 0 69 X61p09 , 007 6 0175167 11! 01

A 3 A I 3 I (I I 3

7 00007 0 0770 7 179 7 056609 6569600 6007 6 7 170 67101607 70 67 17 0

I 3 I f I I I
p000610 7 170 01166100, 1601 01 111mm 1160007 69 1607 0 m a0 7 0 7 6

3 I 1I 61 3 A I n
016007 10 6776117 00 1601 000 0770 7 600 7 05600 17 061160300600. 7 0

8
\ C 3 I 3 A 3 I 6! 1 A I

6 177 77 1 160 0714107 670019 09171610 67 6067 0 07 6 00 07 6000 710000

I A I 3 A
xwpw v 7 00 1607 0 7 09 11 01609 507 09 0k7ta 1606077 0 007 0950009
I I

8
I“ C I I

7re7 pa 9 1601 10 7 600 116071 07 600 7 0 G UI/ 6X6? 7 0 777t6000 1601

6161091770017. 7 029 361
1

01607 019 7 61 7160 7 179 01660579 660960607 6710

1 But of. 111710, excerpt . X X I.



HIERONYMU S OF CARDIA 113

dwelt round the Mali an Gulf to thr ow bridges over

the Spercheus . This they lost '

n o time in doing, for

they were urged on by a dread of Brennus and a desire

to get the Barbarians out of their country, and thus

save it from any further ruin . Brennus then led

his army across the bridges and marched on Heraclea .

The Galati did not reduce this city
,
but they plundered

the di strict
,
and slew all the men they caught in the

fi elds . During the previous year the Aetoli ans had

compelled theHeraclean s to Join theirLeague, and now

they protected the town as if it belonged as much to

them as to its inhabitants
,
and saved it . But Brennus

cared little about Heraclea his whole heart was set

on dislodging the enemy from the passes
,
and penetrat

ing south of Thermopylae in to the centre of Greece .

(2)He therefore advanced from Heraclea
,
and

,

on being informed by deserters of the strength of the

Greek contin gents at Thermopylae
,
in utter contempt

of the Greek army, he offered battle at sunrise on

the following day. He had no Greek seer with him
,

and he consulted no omens
,
if indeed the Celts practise

any art of di vination .

1 The Greeks advanced in

silence and in good order . On joining battle the in
fantry preserved their formation by not charging out

of the ranks , while the skirmishers , standing their

ground, hurled darts and plied their arrows and slings .
The cavalry on both sides was useless for not only

is the pass narrow
,
but the groun d is smooth owing

to its rocky natur e, and slippery owing to the many

streams that in tersect it . The Galati were inferior as
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I hang here in sad regret for the bloom of Cyd ias
’

youth,
Once the shi eld of a noble m an , now an offering

to Z eus

I was the fir st shield thr ough which he thrust his

left arm ,

When rushi ng Ar es raged against the Galati . ’

This in scription was preserved till the shields in

the colonnade of Z eus of Freedom , with other note

worthy things at Athens , were rem oved by the

soldiers of Sulla .

(4) After the battle of Therm opylae the Greeks

buried their dead
,
and stripped the spoils off the Galati .

But the Galati not only m ade no request for perm ission

to bury their dead , but were even quite indifferent as

to whether they were buried or devour ed by wild

beasts and the bir ds that feed on corpses . Their

indifi erence as to the bur ial of their dead was due
,
in

m y opini on, to two causes a wish to strike awe into

the enem y by such callous conduct
,
and the fact that

they do not custom arily m ourn their dead .

7 Forty

of the Greeks fell in the battle the exact losses of the

Barbarians cannot be ascertained , for a great num ber

of them were lost in the m ud .

X. (1) On the sixth day after the battle a detach

m ent of Galati attem pted to ascend Mount Oeta from
Heraclea by a narr ow path that leads up the m oun

tain just beyond _the ruins of Tr achis . In those

days , above the territory of Trachi s, there was a

sanctuary of Athena rich in votive offerings . The
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outraging them in turn, and gluttin g their lust on

the persons of even the dying and dead .

(3) Inform ed by m essengers of the calam i ties

that had befallen their kin , the Aetolians set out

with all speed fr om Therm opylae and hastened into

Aetolia , deeply incensed by the sufferings at the sack

of Gallium ,
and still m ore anxious to save the town

that had not yet fallen . From all their houses the

young m en poured out ; the old m en too
,
roused by

the em ergency
,
j oined with them ; nay, the very

wom en
,
whose fury against the Galati exceeded that

of the m en , volunteered their services .

(4) Before settin g out on their return m arch the

Barbarians pillaged the houses and sanctuaries , and

fir ed the town of Gallium . Then they were m et by

the Patreans, who were the only Achaeans who cam e

to the support of the Aetolians . The Patrean s, being

excellent as heavy infantry
, m ade a frontal assault

on the Galati
,
but suffered heavily from the num bers

and desperate valour of the Barbarians . The

Aetolians , on the other hand , both m en and wom en ,
lined the whole road , and kept up an effective fire

of weapons on the Barbarians
,
who had only their

national shi elds for protection . When the Galati
pursued them they easily escaped

,
an d then

,
when

their enem y was retur nin g from their vain pursuit
,

they renewed the attack with vigour . Hence dreadful

as had been the fate of Gallium — so dreadful
,
indeed

,

that in its light Hom er ’ s story of the com bat between

the Laestrygones and the Cyclops seem s hardly
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succeeded
,
however

,
in reaching the m ain force in

tim e to warn them of what was taking place before

they were com pletely surrounded . Thus theAthen ian

fleet had tim e to transport the Greek arm y from

Therm opylae ; and so the m en dispersed to their

respective districts .

XII . (1) Brennus, without even waiting for the

forces under Acichor ius, m ade straight for Delphi .

The terrifi ed inhabitants fled to the oracle , and the god

bade them to have no fear , for,
’ he replied

,
I will

m yself guard m y 0

(2) The Greeks who ralli ed to the defence of the

god were as follows : The Phocians , who m ustered

from all their towns ; four hundred infantry from

Am phi ssa ; an d a very m eagre com pany fr om Aetolia

at fi rst, but when they learned of the advance of the

Barbarians
,
they dispatched twelve hundred m en

under Philom elus. The flow er of the Aetolian troops
,

however
,
advanced against the arm y under Acichor ius,

and without giving battle hun g on hi s rear, capturing

his baggage and cutting ofl the m en in charge of

it, thus seriously im peding his m arch . He had
,

besides, left a force at Heraclea to guard the spoils

there .

(3)Meanwhile the Greeks who had m ustered at

Delphi drew up in order of Joattle against the arm y
of Brenn us . And , 10 ! in the m ost unm i stakable

m anner the god by signs and wonders m arked his

hostility to Brennus . In the fir st place the ground

occupied by the Galatiah arm y trem bled violen tly
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cross-fi re, and the bitter cold, that told on them no less

severely than did the arrow s of their enem i es , especially

on the wounded— the Celts fought with conspicuous

bravery ,
notably the guard of Brennus, 1 the finest and

bravest m en of them all. But when Brennus was

wounded and carried faintin g off the field
,
the

Barbarians
,
beset on all sides

,
sorely against their will

beat a retreat, dispatching those of their com panions

who byreason of their woun ds and exhausted condition

could not j oin in the retreat . (5) These fugitives

bivouacked on the spot where night overtook them

Dur ing the night a new terror seized them groun d

less fears they say are in spired by Pan . It was

late in the eveni ng when the pan ic first arose in

the arm y
,
and at first it was con fined to a few who

fancied that they detected the tram plin g of charging

horses and the onset of the enem y ; but soon

the alarm spread through the whole arm y. They

snatched up their weapons and dealt out death to

one another . They did not recognise their own

language
,
nor one an other ’ s features , nor the shape of

their shields ; each one in hi s alarm fancying that hi s

adversary was a Greek
,
that hi s arm our was Greek,

and that hi s tongue was Greek . Thus the god

inspir ed pani c wrought horrible m utua‘ l slaughter

in the Celtic force . The Phocians who were left in

the fields to guard the cattle were the first to notice

and report to the Greeks what had befallen the

Barbarians dur ing the ni ght . This nerved the Pho

cian s to press the Celts m ore vigorously than ever
,
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XIII . Ibi dom i tis Pannon iis per m ultos anuos

cum fi ni tim i s varia bella gesserun t. Hortante deinde

successu di visis agm ini bus alii Graeciam ,
alii Mace

doniam
,
om ni a ferro proterentes, petivere. Tan tusque

terror Gallici nom inis erat
, ut etiam reges non lacessiti

ultro pacem ingenti pecunia m ercarentur .

(Justin , xxiv.

XIV . Solus rex Macedoni ae Ptolem aeus adventum

Gallorum intrepidus aud ivit, bi sque cum paucis et

incom positis, quasi bella non di ffi cilius quam scelera

patrarentur , par r icid iorum fur iis agitatus occurrit .

Igitur Galli duce Belgio ad tentandos Mace

donum anim os legatos ad Ptolem aeum m i ttunt,

offerentes pacem ,
si em ere velit ; sed Ptolem aeus

inter sues belli m etu pacem Gallos petere glor iatus

est . Nec m inus ferociter se legatis quam inter

1 This is an exaggeration in n ext paragraph som e a re m ad e to cross to

Asia . Cf . supr a , p . 97, 5 , Where m ost of the Galati are m ade to cross to
Asia and settle fin ally in Galatia also cf. infra , excerpt . X IX . , XX I . Vi de

Ind ex subGalatian s .
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the Thessalians an d Malians lay in wait, an d set on

them with such vigour that not a'

m an of them retur n ed

hom e . 1

(9) The exp edition of the Celts in to Greece and

their annihi lation took place when Anaxicrates was

archon at Athen s
,
in the second year of the hundred

an d twenty-fif th Olym piad , in w hi ch Ladas of Aegium

won the footrace . Next year , in the archonship of

Dem ocles at Athens , the Celts crossed into Asia .

I have faithfully set out the cour se of events .

XIII . Having im posed their yoke on the Pan

non ian s the Galati engaged in warfare for m any

years with their neighbours . En couraged by their

good fortun e , they betook them selves in hordes ,
som e to Greece and som e to Macedoni a , laying waste

all before them with the sword . Such was the

terror of the Galli c nam e that Kings, even before

they were attacked, bought peace with large sum s

of m oney .

XIV . Ptolem y, King of Macedoni a , was the one

m an who heard un m oved of the approach of the

Gauls . The di stracted butcher, thi nkin g war re

quired no m ore preparation than m urders
,
went out

to m eet them with a few un disciplined troops .

The Gauls
, un der the com m and of Belgius, sent

am bassadors to Ptolem y to discover the feeli ng am on g

the Macedoni ans
,
an d to offer peace if he elected to

pur chase it ; but Ptolem y vaun ted to hi s sui te that

the Gauls sued for peace from fear of war . Before

the am bassadors he was no less boastful, and declared
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am icos jactavit, aliter se pacem daturum n egando
,

nisi principes suos obsides deder int et arm a tradi d
er int 3 non eni m fi dem se nisi in erm ibus habiturum .

Renun tiata legatione r isereGalli , un dique acclam antes,

brevi sen surum ,
sibi an illi con sulen tes pacem

obtuler in t. In ter iectis djebus proelium con ser itur ,

vi ctique Macedon es caedun tur . Ptolem aeus m ultis

vuln er ibus saucius capitur : caput eius am putatum

et lancea fi xum tota acie ad terrorem hostium cir

cum fertur . Paucos ex Macedonibus fuga servavit :

ceter i aut capti aut occisi . 1
(J ustin , xxiv. 4

XV . Haec quum nun tiata per om nem Macedon iam

essent, portae urbium clauduntur , luetu om ni a r e

plentur . Desperan tibus om nibus non votis agen

dum Sosthenes
,
un us de Macedonum pr in cipibus,

ratus contracta inventute et Gallos V ictoria exsultan tes

com pescuit et Macedoni am ab hostili population e

defend it. Ob quae virtutis benefi cia m ultis n obilibus

regnum Macedoni as ad fectan tibus ign obili s ipse prae

pon itur et quum rex ab exercitu appellatus esset

ipse n on in regis , sed ducis nom en iur are m ilites

com puli t.

(Justin , xx1v.

XVI . Interea Brennus, que duce portio Gallorum

in Graeciam se effuderat, audita V ictoria suorum , qui

Cf. Polybius, excerpt. LIX . an d supra, p. 95 , II. , p. 101 , V . VII .
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Belgio duce Macedon as viceran t
, in dign atus parta

V ictoria opim am praedam et Or ien tis spolii s onustam

tam facile relictam esse , ipse adunatis centum quin

quaginta m i llibus peditum et quin decim m illibus

equi tum in Macedon iam ir rum pit. Quum agros

villasque p0pularetur , occur rit ci cum in structo

exercituMacedonum Sosthenes : sed pauci a pluribus,
trepidi a valen tibus facile vincun tur . Itaque quum

vieti se Macedon es in tra m ur os urbium con di di ssen t,

vi ctor Brennus nem ine pr ohiben te totius Macedoni ae

agros depraedatur . In de quasi terrena iam spolia

sorderen t, an im um ad deorum im m ortalium tem pla

convertit
, scur r ili ter iocatus locupletes 0608 10701571

hom in tbus 07907 1676. Statim igitur Delphos itervertit,

praedam religioni
,
aurum offen sae deorum im m or

talium praeferen s quos nulli s 07710118 69616, 01 qui 603

l07g11
'

1
'

7101111111003 solcan i , adfi rm abat.

1

(Justt
'

n , xxiv .

XVII . Inter duos reges
, Antigonum et An tiochum ,

statuta pace, quum in Macedoni am Antigonus re

verteretur
, novus eidem repente hostis exortus est .

Quippe Galli
, qui a Brenno duce, quum in Graeciam

profi cisceretur , ad term in os gen tis tuendes relicti

fueran t
, n e soli desides videren tur , pedi tum qui n

decim m illia , equitum tria m illi a arm averun t
,
fugatis

que Getarum Tr iballorum que cepiis Macedoni ae

Jus tin ’

s accoun t of the Operations at Delphi agrees w ith that given
by Pausani as, and is not quoted . Justin , how ever , m en tions tw o Celtic

Chi eftains w ho d o n ot appear in Pausani as , n am ely , E m anus and Thessa
lorus (Justin , xxiv. c.
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irruption into Greece
,
heard of the success of the

di vision whi ch , un der Belgius , had defeated the

Macedon ians ; an d in cen sed that so rich a booty ,
consisting of the spoils of the East, had been care

lessly abandon ed , assem bled an arm y of foot

and horse
,
an d suddenly invaded Macedon ia .

As he was laying waste the fields and villages ,
Sosthen es m et him with his arm y of Macedoni ans in

full array
,
but their in ferior num bers an d fain t hearts

fell an easy prey to the num erous and fearless Gauls .
The vanqui shed Macedoni ans retired behind their

city walls
,
whi le the victorious Brennus, m eeting

with no opposition
,
ravaged the whole of Macedon ia .

Then
,
as though the spoils of m ortals were too m ean

for him , he turn ed to the tem ples of the gods with

the profan e j est : that the gods
,
being rich, ought to

be liberal to m en . He suddenly
,
therefore

, m arched

on Delphi , putting plunder before religion , and

risking the wr ath of the gods for gold . The_god s, he

said , stood in no need of riches , for they were accus

tom ed rather to bestow them on m ortals . 1

XVII . After peace was m ade between the two

kings , An tigonus and Antiochus, a new enem y

sudden ly confron ted An tigonus as he was retur ning

to Macedoni a . The Gauls
,
whom Brennus had

left behind hi m to defend their frontiers when he set

out for Greece, in order not to appear idle, arm ed

foot and horse . They routed the forces

of the Getae and Tr iballi , and were m aking pre

paration s to invade Macedonia when they sent
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im m inentes , legatos ad regem m iserun t, qui pacem ei

ven alem offerren t
,
sim ul et regis castra specularen

tur . Quos An tigonus pro regali m un i fi cen tia ingen ti

apparatu epularum ad coen am invitavit. Itaque

legati ad suos reversi om n ia in m aius extollentes ,

opes pariter et n egligen tiam regis osten dun t.

(Justin , xxv. l.)

XVIII . Hac relation e avi dae gentis an im i satis

ad praedam incitaban tur accedebat tam en et exem

plum Belgii , qui non m agno ante tem pore Mace

donum exercituin cum rege trucidaverat. Itaque

con sen tien tibus om nibus nocte castra regis adgredi

un tur qui praesentien s tan tam tem pestatem signum

pr idi e dederat, ut om n ibus rebus ablatis in proxim a

silva taciti se occultaren t. Neque aliter servata

castra
,
quam quod deserta sunt siqui dem Galli , ubi

om nia vacantia nec sine defen sor ibus m odo , verum

etiam sine custodi bus vident, non fugam hostium ,

sed dolum arbitran tes
,
diu in trare portas tim uerun t.

Ad postrem um in tegr is et intactis m un im en tis scru

tantes potius quam d ir ipien tis castra occupaverun t.

Tunc ablatis quae
,
inven eran t

,
ad litus convertun tur .

Ibi dum n aves in cautius d ir ipiun t, a rem igibus et

ab exercitus parte , quae cc cum con iugibus et liber is

con fugeran t, nihil tale m etuen tes trucidan tur tanta

que caedes Gallorum fui t , ut An tigon e pacem opinio
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huius victor iae n on a Gallis tan tum , verum etiam a

fin itim orum feritate praestiter it.

(Justin , xxv.

XIX . Quam quam Gallorum ea tem pestate tan tae

fecundi tatis iuven tus fuit
,
ut As iam om n em velut

exam i n e aliquo im pleren t. Denique neque reges

Or ien tis sin e m ercenario Gallorum exercitu ulla bella

gesserun t ; neque pulsi regno ad alios quam ad

Gallos con fugerun t. Tantus terror Gallici nom inis

et arm orum invicta feli citas erat
,
ut aliter neque

m aiestatem suam tutar i neque am issam recuperare

se posse sine Gallica virtute arbitrarentur . Itaque

in auxi lium a Bithyn iae rege invocati, regnum cum

eo , parta V ictoria , d iviserun t ; eam que regionem

Gallogr aeciam cogn om in averun t.

1

(Justin ,
xxv.

XX . An tigonus autem cum paucis equi tibus, fugae

com i tibus, repen te fortunes ornam en tis destitutus,

m i ssi regni speculaturus eventus, Thessaloni cam se

recep it ut inde cum conducta Gallorum m ercenaria

m anu bellum repararet.

(Justin , xxv .

XXI . In terea An tigonus quum m ultiplici bello et

Ptolem aei regis et Spartanorum pr em eretur ; n ovus

que illi hostis Gallograeciae exercitus adfluxi sset

in speciem castrorum parva m anu adversus ceteros

reli cta adversus Gallos totis vir ibus profi ciscitur .

Qui bus cogni tis Galli , quum et ipsi se pr oeli o pararent,

1 Cf . p. 97.

2 Cf. p. 99 , excerpt. IV.
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on ly from the Gauls , but also from hi s other fierce

neighbour s .

XIX . The Gallic people were at that tim e so

prolifi c that they filled Asia as with on e swarm .

Then
,
indeed

,
no Eastern king carried on a war

without Gallic m ercenaries nor, if they were driven

from their thr ones
, di d they seek any protect i on

but that of the Gauls . Such was the terror of the

Gallic nam e
,
and such the un broken success of their

arm s, that princes believed that without the aid of

the Gaul ’ s valour they could neither m aintain their

power, n or , if lost, recover it . Thus it was that, on

being sum m oned to the aid of the King of Bithynia

and having brought him victory
,
they shared hi s

kingdom with him
,
and called their part Gallo

graecia .

1

XX . Antigonus (after hi s defeat by Pyrrhus), 273- 2

divestin g him self at on ce of all the m arks of royalty,
repaired to Thessalonica

, w ith a few horsem en who

attended hi s fli ght, there to watch what would

follow on the loss of hi s thr one, and to renew the

war with Gallic m ercenaries . 2

XXI . Meanwhi le Antigonus was harassed with B

di verse wars with the Spartan s and King Ptolem y .

Beholding a new enem y
,
in the shape of an arm y

from Gallograecia , he left a few troops as a sem blance

of a cam p to occupy hi s other fees
,
and proceeded

with all the rest of hi s forces against the Gauls ;
who, learning of hi s approach, oflered sacrifices

,

as they were getting ready for battle
,
to take presages
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in auspicia pugnac hostias caedun t . Tanta strages

fui t , ut pariter cum hom i n ibus
'

di i con sen sisse

exitium parr icidarum vi derentur .

(Justin , xxvi .

TIMAE U S

Tim aeus was born in Sicily about 354. He

spent m ost of his life in Athens , where he died about

256. He was an industrious w r iter and com posed

a history which treated in the fir st part of Italy an d

Sicily
,
and in the second

,
of Sicily and Greece . It ran

1 3 I A 1 I I A
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yap 7 600 7 6 00x01co0 0077
1
70006600 1601 7 600
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‘ 1
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0 I c 1 1 I
007 09067 0 7 170 7 00 6007 09 0077067170, 770 0060009 077 A 1177 ou
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77001607 610170901 00001 7 0 07 000 7 00 11007 00, 77003510 677 17 6
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06000901 7700030500 1601 00170179 05100. A00770600007 09
1

8
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1

7 09 , 1601
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I A 11 1 I

77009 7 170 90000000 0770 36 7 600 00167 600 677 1 7 170 30010
A A M 1 1 I I

160010917001, 7 170
r

7170 695007 09 65 6060000600, 1601 770170100
I I a 1 A I 7 A

7 600060009 P03610600 619 7 170 1609 15009 90000000 61077060001 .

I I I
A7703615619 36 7 007 600 0600001 , 361160007 69 7 009 77000 7 00

3 A I I A A
Q ICGa VOZ/ 1607 01 160007 09 K607 09 0660060009 000107 0 7 600 96600

A
I

01 S
I V 1 1

7 009 10016000009 77000 001000 7 00 696610 007 009 616

A I I A A 1 A
770001600 xpom ov 7 170 7 007 600 7 600 96600 7700000100 616 7 00

’

Q 16600007 67 6077060170. (Diod orus S iculus, iv .

(Fr ag . Hi st. Gi 'ace. vol. i . p . 1 94 , Fr ag .

11 . 1 0007 10, 966070611 6000000917, 6139 01701 Ti00109 , 0770
1 0007 00, 160160607709 1601 1 0007 109 0100. (E tym . M . cf .

Diod or us S iculus , v .

(Fr ag. Hi st. Gr a ee. vol. i . p . 200, Fr ag .

ERATOSTHENES

Eratosthenes was librarian at Alexandria

247— 222 . He m ade a Greek translation of Him i lco ’

s

work (0. supr a , pp . 9 and also com m ented on the

works of Pytheas
,
in whom he had m uch confidence .

His only knowledge of the Celts w as derived from

these w r iters and has been already dealt with .

1 In theMusée Cluny is an altar on w hi ch is represen ted tw o god s w hich
probably correspond to the Castor an d Pollux of Rom an m ythology . Their
Celtic nam es are respectively Oernunnos an d Sm ertullos : of. Corpus Inscr ip
tionum Lati norum , xi ii . p . 467 , No. 30260. These god s appear in old Ir ish
literatur e : w i de Whitn ey Stokes, in Revue Celtique, i i i . p. 175 . Also see
Arbois de Jubainville, Cours de li ttér ature celti que, v . pp. 347—353, and

pp. 253- 254 cf . Anci en tLaw s of Ir eland , vol. i ii . p. 84.
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west
,
and cam e to the straits of Gibraltar , Where they

entered the Mediterranean . An d to convince one of

this
,
the historians add that the Celts who dwell on

the shores of the Ocean pay hom age especially to the

Dioscuri 1 for there is a tradition am ong these peoples

that in olden tim es these gods cam e to them fr om

the Ocean .

11 . Accordin g to Tim aeus the coun try is called

Galatia after Galatos, the son of the Cyclops and

Galatia .

Polybius and Strabo criticise hi m for not m ention ing

the Celts in his description of Spain . But he is

evidently d ealing with the Spain of Him ilco of R C .

500. When describing the Spain of hi s own tim e
,
he

says that it was held by the Celts with the exception

of Cadiz . For referen ces to Eratosthenes in other

writers see Index subEratosthenes .
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PHYLARCHU S

Phylarchus was born probably at Naucratis in

Egypt about R C . 210. He w r ote a history in twenty

eight books dealing w i th the events between the death

a a 1 c a
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(Athen aeus, iv .

(F709 . Hi st. Graec. vol. i . p . 384 ,
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I
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I 3 f‘ I I
X03770 1601 16060 616 7 600 600 003619 7 6067 01 , 613077

l I I 3 A
77007 6000 9600777 01 7 003001060, 61 73007 0 7 600

(Athen aeus, IV .

(Fr ag. Hi st. Gr aee. vol. i . p . 336, Fr ag .

III .
(000007609 07097700209 , 77N00/6007 lf7 779 , 019 00657 09

607 10 007 63 77601 Z 7700 7 003 1900600 300106609 , 09 6771 56050
16006009 7 009 7 600 F0007 0

'

00 7717600009 , 677 1500060009 007 019

1601 00709 3166090077, 6077010 007 609 , 613 00750779 GCT UXCI)
’

II00770007 1 77007 00 77 6016606067 0, 1609609 6560961 70

(Athen aeus, i i .

(F rag . Hi st. Gr ace. vol. i . p . 341
,
Fr ag .

FABIU S PICTOR

Q . Fabius Pictor was born 254. He served
-

in

the Gallic war of 225
,
and was the first Rom an

to w rite a history of his n ative city . The fragm ents

of this work are collected by H . Peter in his Hi stor i

corum Rom anorum Relliquiae and also in his Hi stor i

corum Rom auorum Fragm enta .

I . Oros . iv . 13, 5 . L . Aem i lio Catulo C . Atilio

Regulo con sulibus m agn a form i d in e con sternatus

est senatus defection eCisalp in ae Galliae, cum etiam ex

ulteriore Gallia ingen s aduentare exercitus nun tiaretur ,
m axim e Gaesatorum

, quod nom en non geniis sed
m ercenn ar iorum Gallorum est . Itaqueperm oti con sules

totius Itali ae ad praesidium im perii contraxere nires .
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j ust taken out of the kettle . No one touches this

without fir st waiting to see if the king partakes of what

is brought to him .

III . Phylar chus, the Athenian (som e , indeed , say

he is a native of Naucratis), in the work in which he

treats of Z elas the king of the Bithynians , who invited

to supper allthe leaders of the Galati, and then plotted

against them but was him s elf killed also , says , if I

recollect hi s works correctly, a certain 770077000

was brought roun d before supper , as a tim e-hon our ed

custom prescribed .

’

His work was largely used by later historians ,
especially for the history of the Second Punic War

219 but as the classical writers did not

acknowledge their sour ces except in a general way,
it is not possible to determ ine their exact obligations

to Pictor .

I . In the con sulshi p of L . Aem i lius Catulo and C .

Atilius Regulus the Senate was greatly perturbed

by the revolt of Cisalpin e Gaul . The news cam e

that a form idable arm y consisting chi efly of Gaesati

was advancing fr om Further Gaul. Gaesati is not a

national nam e but a word for Gallic m ercenaries . 1

The con suls in alarm called out the whole strength

of Italy for the defence of theem pire
,
so that in the

1 Vi de Polybius , excerpt. X VI.

231

225
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Quo facto in utriusque con suli s exercitu octingen ta

m i lia arm atorum fuisse referun tur , sieut Fabius

hi storicus
, qui eidem bello in ter fui t, scripsit . Ex

quibus Rom an orum et Cam pan orum fuerun t pedi tum

CCCXLVIII m ilia ducen ti , equi tum uer o XXVI

m i lia sescen ti ; cetera m ultitudo sociorum fuit .

E utrop . i ii . 5 . L . Aem ilio con sule in gentes Gallorum

cop iae Alpes tran sierun t, sed pro Rom ani s tota Italia

con sen sit, tradi tum que est a Fabio histor ico
, qui

ei bello in terfui t, DCCC m i lia hom inum parata ad

id bellum fui sse . Sed res per consulem tantum

prospere gesta est . XL m ilia hostium interfecta sun t

et tr ium phus Aem i lio decretus.

(Hi stor icorum Rom anorum Fragm enta , p . 30, frag.
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POLYBIU S

Polybius (born circa 203 B .C .
,
di ed circa 121 B C .)

is the m ost im portant an d trustworthy authority we

have for the history of the period of whi ch he treats .

For him the obj ect of hi storical study was the

discovery of the truth ; 1 thus only could history

becom e a guide to statesm en an d people. 2 Rhetoric

di d not appeal to hi m ,
and his literary style shows

him to have been a m an who wrote straight on ,

’

intent only on the m atter of his com position . Free

from the spell of rhetoric
,
he was equally free fr om

racial pre judi ce . A patriotic Greek
,
he incur red a

sentence of seventeen years ’ exile in Rom e (B . C . 166

This tim e was spen t in the study of the records

preserved in the Rom an archives
,
in acquiring the

frien dship of the im portant m en of Rom e, and in

hunting, a pastim e of whi ch he w as passionately

fond . To an outlook free from prej udice
,
an d to

a genui ne love of truth
,
he j oined a thoroughly

m odern m ethod of historical research . History above

all m ust explain the existing situation
,
and thi s

renders an investigation of the past necessary . For

this investigation Polybius is not satisfied with the

com pilations of previous hi storians
,
but exam ines

anew the m ost authentic record s available . Thus

we find him exam inin g the archives at Rom e ,3 at

1 Polybius (Hultsch ’

s edi ti on ), i . c. 14 ; xi i . c. 7 .

2 Idem , i . 35 ; ii . 35 ; ii i . 31 ; v. 75 .

J Dw nys zus 11000, i . 17 Polybi us , i i i . 22 .
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Rhodes
,

1 at Carthage} and at Alexandria .

3 Wh en
he reaches the even ts that t ook place Within the

m em ory of his contem poraries, he seeks out the

sur vivi ng actors in these events , and to quote his

phr ase
,
could therefore relate what he had seen or

what he had heard fr om eye-witn esses . ’ 4 For the

later period he was him self not on ly an eye-witness ,
but in som e cases an actor

,
and in others the chief

actor . ’ 5 Polybius held that to the historian of

m ilitary affairs a kn owledge of m i litary operation s

was indispen sable
,
and was him self a student of

m ilitary tactics
,

6 and qualified for the position of

Hipparch
,
to whi ch he was elected in B . C .

Besides the part he took in the wars of the Ar chaean

League
,
he accom panied the Rom an arm ies to Spain

about
"

149— 146, or in 134 or perhaps on

both occasion s . While there he exam in ed the tablet

placed by Hann ibal on the Lacini an prom ontory ; 9

followed the pass of the Alps m ade by Hann ibal; 10

conversed with the peoples of the Alps and Cisalpine

Gaul ; 1 1 and visited the sites of various battles ; and

travelled in Tran salpine Gaul
,
Italy

,
Africa

,
Asia

Minor, Egypt , and perhaps even to the British Isles . 12

The account he gives of the Celts was written before

the orations
,
delivered at Rom e at the f unerals of

1 P olybi us , xvi . 15 .

2 Idem , ix. 25 ,

3 Idem , xxxiv. c. 14 .

4 Idem , iv £2 .
5 Idem , ii i . 4 .

Idem , ix. c. 12 et seq.
7 Idem , xxvii i . c. 6.

8 Idem , iii . 59 ; ix. 0. 25 ; X X X IX . c. 3 ; Pliny , N . H. , v. 9 .

9 Idem , i i i . c, 33.
1° Idem , i ii . c. 48 .

11 E xcerpt. LXVIII . and n ote.

Polybi us , i i i . c. 59 1x. c . 25 x. c. 1 1 ; xxxi v. c. 14
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di stinguished citizens
,
had invented and popularised

the fiction s that m ake up so m uch of Livy
’

s accoun t

of the Galli c invasion of Italy Livy
,
vol.

For the correction of these fictions Polybius is very

valuable . His account of the Celts is the result of

long and careful research . His history of the period

from 250to 121 m ay be considered as of

original authority
,
and deserves the closest study at

the hands of studen ts of Celtic History .

The Greek text followed is that of Hultsch, and
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II . This happened in the year before the Gauls

invaded Greece
,
some of whom perished near Delphi ,

whilst others crossed into Asia .

III . [The Rom ans] were wonderfully successful

everywhere , and reduced to obedience all the tribes

inhabiting Italy except the Celts .

IV . Accordingly [the Carthagin i ans] enlisted mer

cenar ies from over sea— a large number of Ligurians

and Celts
,
and a still larger number of Iberians— and

di spatched them to Sicily .

V . Just about the same time [the Carthagin ians]
foun d themselves confronted by thr ee enemi es at

once
,
their own mercenaries

,
the Num i dians

,
and such

Libyans as j oined the former in their revolt . An d

thi s war proved to be neither insignifi cant nor con

tem ptible. It exposed them to frequent and terrible

alarm s and
,
fin ally

,
it became a question with them

not merely of a loss of territory
,
but of their own bare

exi stence , and of the safety of the very walls and

buildings of their city The course of events at

Carthage subsequent to the peace [w i th Rom e] was as

follows As soon as possible after it was fin ally ratifi ed

Barcas withdr ew the tr00ps at Eryx to Lilybaeum ,

and then immediately laid down his com m and .

Gesco , who was commandant of the town ,
proceeded

to transport the soldiers into Libya . But foreseeing

what was likely to happen
,
he very prudently em

barked them in detachments
,
and did not send them

all in one voyage . His obj ect was to gain time for
the Carthaginian government ; so that one detachment

28

27

B . C . 26
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high hopes and great expectations of the amoun t of

compensation whi ch awaited them . The natura l

result followed . When the whole army was mustered
at Sicca , and Hanno now appointed general in

Libya
,
far fr om fulfi lling these hopes and the promises

they had received
,
talked on the contrary of the burden

of the taxes and the embarrassment of the public

fi nances ; and actually endeavoured to obtain from

them an abatement even from the amount of pay

acknowledged to be due to them ; excited and muti

nous feelings at once began to manifest themselves .

There were constant conferences hastily got together
,

sometimes among the separate nationalities
,
some

times of the whole army ; and there being no unity

of race or language among them
,
the whole camp

became a babel of confusion
,
a scene of murmuring

tumult
,
and a veritab le revel of misrule

There were in the army Iberians an d Celts
,
men

from Liguria and the Balearic Islands
,
and a con

siderable number of half—bred Greeks
,
mostly deserters

and slaves while the main body consisted of Libyans .
They conceived a violent mistrust of their

several com m anders ; and in a furious outburst of

anger against the Carthaginians started toward s

the city
,
and pitched their camp about - a hundred

and twenty stades from Carthage
,
at the tow n of

Tunes , to the number of over twenty thousand .

Their confi dence in themselves was profound ; and

their en gagements with the Roman legions in Sicily

had convinced them
,
that not

'

only was it impossible
M



162 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

A I I I
00001600 007 009 3610 16090000 3

’ 061 7 1 1601000
I

7700065600101600, 6139 030007 00 0163000007 69 7 770 31000010, 310
I I a a a e 1 a

7 0 77000009 ICd XG/C
'

TCLQ 1601 07 0010361 9 60007 019 0770091610. 00

s A

8
f I A

8
I

0770 0000 7700 7 0 0007 00 077 109100006000 7 00K00X77 00100,
I a I A 3 I t A

1607 6060000 GWLTPGNII GLII 77 601 7 00 00010307 0006000 601 7 00

6
’

2 0
’ A e

36
'

7 1 K 0 00 1 166 107 67 0007 00 07007 777 00. 770 9 0077 0 9

9 R C I A )I

7707 000077160 9 77000 7 00 P000100 300009 , ex0u 00007 1 16770
1 I a A A 1 91

3000010 1601 7 00000 60 7 019 770060116019 770008 0000, 00000

S
‘ 1

8
f? a 1 I 3 0

109 . 007 09 6000030006009 077 00007 60006009 007 00 0

8
I I I I

607707 779 160010777 01 1601 1607 0 7 009 P000100 000009 0116109619
A A 3 I I

310090077, 7700 67 0000 1601 067 610 1601 77007 7 610,
I I I

7 09 310000619 7 09 77009 K00X773001009 .

f Q I 3

O 060 000 77009 7 009 560009 1601 ALBU ICOS‘ 677 1160779619
1 a 1 11 x

l

1

77006009 310 7 007 0 1601 7 01007 770 7 770 apxnv.

f A A t A

O 36 M0909 007 09 060 07 07 779 7 00 177 77016017 00

X I 9 I A

8
\ f A

770 10016109 677 606060, 7 01 9 6 77 601 7 00 Av7 0017 00 7 00 7 00

A I I I A r I
F0007 00 577 60000 1601 2 77 603100 09660901 7 00 07760007 100

I I I A A

00063000606, 70000 77 6310 0607 007 09 310. 7077077909 7 00



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


164 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

A I t I A 3 I
77000 7 01 9 077 60007 1019 177 77 600 1601 9770100, 7 019 3 0770061019
3 I
007 177000y007 09 1601 000677 17 196060009 077077 177 7 00009
3 I (‘I A 3 I I
061 300x606109 . 000 36 7 01 9 677 1001019 7 007 019 1601 77009

I 3 I I A
7 009 N O00309 1601 7 009 36006009 30779610
I I C A 3 I

00101 1601 017 1607 07700160901 7 009 077 60 7 779 6060960109
I f I 3 A I 3 3

16010009 . 0 36 2 77 603109 7700000300 616 7 00 T00777 09 00
A A 3 C I A

016007 00 7 00 7 009 77007 09 619 6601610x101009 7700777 6,
A I I 3 I I" I QI (I

7 019 077 0061019 1107 1 770007 00 7 019 K00X773001019 , 6
‘

w 000
A I 3 3 I I 3I

7 019 77006107706001 9 1601 7 009 067 A07 0017 00 F0007 09 , 007 09
a 1 1 3 a a a 7

619 310x101ou9 7 0 «

yap 0017700 06009 007 00 7 00 1607 “PX“?
I 3 I I 3 A

0007 77007 09 7707 0000771661 77009 7 009 P0001009 60 7 019 77 601
3I I

7 00 E0000 07007 006361019 .

f Q I 3 I 3 I
O 060 000 ALBU KOS

‘

77006009 619 7 01007 770 0
6

707 00 77601
I A 3I I (I I

07 0010 K00X773001009 7 01007 00 60X6 7 0 7 6009 , 007 6 077 00000
A A I I

1600160001 770010 7 779 A 1BU 779 7 009 K00X773001009 , 0000 1601

. I A I I
7 009 7 779 07700700609 7 100077000901 ICCL

'

TCLELCDQ
I 3I I I A 3 I Q

7010 060 000 67 77 1601 7 67 7 0009 7700 077009 677006077000 01

I I I

0109000001 77009 7 009 K00X773001009 77 006000, 00 77001 9 10060
h

09
,

0
’

0
‘ 00000 007 7 1 1600770 0 0 1011 16077 0 007 69 , 770 0 7 1 7 09 9 0 77 00 0

I

31607700XO7 0
°

(i . 65 -88 )

A 3 I I 3
'

(I
V I . A1O 1601 7 01 9 060 616 7 0x779 77 7 0100010 60609 677 67 01

I 3 I A A
067 0 007 7 000779 1601 677 11600010, 7 01 9 36 310 7 770 007 00

I A A
03000100 0061309 1602 077 1 7 1077019 0006f0160000961 77000 7 01 9

A q.\ I t I 3 I

000000010. 0 317 1601 7 07 6 77000 7 00 E0077000 611607 09

3\ A 3 I 3 I A I 3 7\

00 7 01 9 H77 6100 7 019 00 7707 779 77. 7700 7 00 7 007 19 0016 00 7 770



POLYBIUS

strong in cavalry an d elephan ts, but m arching

parallel with them on the slopes of the m oun tain s
,

an d attacking them when ever they saw them in

difficulties . While suggestin g these tactics , he at the

sam e tim e sen t m essengers to the Num idians an d 241

Libyan s
,
en treating them to com e to their aid , an d

not to let slip the opportunity of securin g their ow n

freedom . Accordingly, Spen dius took w ith him a

force of six thousan d m en , selected fr om each of the

several nation alities at Tun es , an d started
,
keeping

alon g a line of hills parallel to the Carthaginian s .

Besides these six thousan d m en
, he had two thousand

Galatae un derAutar itus, who were all that were left of

the origin al num ber
,
the rest havin g deserted to the

Rom an s durin g the period of the occupation of Eryx .

The war with the Libyans had in deed reduced

Carthage to dreadful danger ; but its term in ation

enabled her n ot only to r e- establi sh her authority The strugg

over Libya
,
but also to inflict condign punishm en t ini

t

riti
i orty

upon the authors of the revolt . For three

years and four m on ths did the m ercenaries m ain

tain a war again st the Carthagin ians which far

surpassed any that I ever heard of for cruelty

and inhum an ity .

VI . Therefore it is that pity an d sym pathy and B-01 230

assistance await those whose failur e is due to Fortun e fi
h

s

e

og
a

e

d

é:
reproach an d rebuke from all m en of sen se those who m ercenar ie

have on ly their own folly to thank for it .

It is the latter that the Epirotes n ow richly deserved
a t the hands of the Greeks . For in the first place

,
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m en as these they entrusted their m ost wealthy city

How then can it be den ied that they were the cause of

their ow n m isfortun es "
4

VII . We m ust n ow turn to Hasdrubal in Iberia . 228 .

He had during thi s period been con ducting his Car thagin i

com m and with abili ty an d success
,
an d had not on ly

m Spam

given in gen eral a great im pulse to the Carthagin ian

interests there , but in particular had greatly

stren gthened them by the fortification of the town ,

variously called Carthage , and New Town ,
the situa

tion of which was exceedingly convenien t for opera

tion s in Libya as well as in Iberia . I shall take a m ore

sui table opportunity of speaking of the site of this

tow n , and of pointing out the advan tages offered by

it to both countries I m ust at present speak of the

im pression m ade by Hasdrubal’ s policy at Rom e .

Seeing him strengthening the Carthagin ian influence

in Spain
,
an d renderin g it con tinually m ore form id

able
,
the Rom an s were anxious to interfere in the

politics of that coun try. They discovered
,
as they

thought
,
that they had allowed their suspicion s to be

lulled to sleep , an d had m eanwhile given the Cartha

gin ian s the opportun ity of consolidating their power .

They did n ot ventur e , however, at the m om ent to Struggle
im pose conditions or to m ake war on them ,

because 3512
8

22
8

1 ,

they were in alm ost daily dr ead of an attack from the

Celts . They determ in ed therefore to m olli fy Hasdru

bal by gen tle m easur es, and so to leave them selves

free to attack the Celts fir st and try con clusions with

them : for they were convinced that , with such enem ies
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and is formed by the chain of the Alps stretching

right across the coun try, beginning at Marseilles and

the coast of the Sardinian Sea , and with no break in

its continuity unti l within a short distance of the

head of the Adriatic . To the south of this range
,

which I said we must regard as the base of the tri

angle
,
are the most northerly p lains of Italv,

the largest

and most ferti le of any with which I am acquainted

in all Europe . This is the district
'

with w hich we are

at present concerned . Taken as a w hole it
‘

too

forms a triangle
,
the apex of which is the point where

the Apennines and Alps converge
,
above Marseilles

,

and not far from the coast of the Sardinian Sea . The

northern side of this triangle is formed by the

Alps
,
extending 2200stades ; the southern by the

Apennines
,
extending 3600 and the base is the sea

board of the Adriatic , from the town of Sena to the

head of the gulf, a distance of more than 2500stades .

The tota l length of the three sides will thus be nearly

stades .

IX . The yield of corn in this district is so abundant

that wheat is often sold at four obols a Sicilian

medim n us
,
barley at two , and a metr etes of w ine for

an equal measure of barley .

1 The quantity of panic

an d m i llet produced is extraordinary ; and the

amoun t of acorns grown in the oak forests scattered

That i s, w hea t cost 1 11. per bushel, barley 11 . per bushel, w hi le 1 11°
w ould pur chase 16gallon s of w m e.
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city on the west of Etrur ia and inland to Ar retium .

Next to them come the Etruscans and the next on

both slopes the Umbrians . The distance between

the Apennines and the Adr iatic averages about fi ve

hundr ed stades ; and when it leaves the northern

plain s the chain verges to the right , and goes entir ely

thr ough the m i ddle of the rest of Italy
,
as far as the

Sicilian Sea . The remaining portion of this triangle ,
namely the plain along the sea coast

,
extends as far as

the town of Sena . The P0, celebrated by the poets

under the name of Eridanus
,
rises in the Alps near the

apex of the triangle, and flows down to the plains

in a southerly course and after reaching the plain s

it turns to the east
,
and flow ing through them

discharges itself by two mouths into the Adriatic .

The larger part of the plain is thus cut off by it
,
and

lies between this river and the Alps to the head of

the Adr iatic . In body of water it is second to no

river in Italy, becaus e the mountain streams, descend

ing fr om the Alps and Apenn ines to the plain
,
one and

all flow in to it on both sides and its stream is at its

height and beauty about the time of the risin g of

the Dog Star (i .e. July because it is then swollen

by the meltin g snows on the mountains . It is navig

able for nearly 2000 stades up stream
,
the shi ps

entering by the mouth called Olana and though it is

a single main channel to begin with
,
it branches off

into two at the place called Tr igoboii , of which

streams the northern is called the Padoa
,
the southern

the Olana .
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1 The Celts of the fi r s t Celtic m igr a tion , w hom w e fi n d in the Br itish
Isles a t the tim e of Hom er (11 . sup ra , pp. 2 , w ere establi shed in Nor th
Italy circa 1000 B . C . They w ere con quer ed by the E tr uscan s cir ca 700

w ho in turn w er e con quered by the Celts of the second Celtic m igra

tion , circa 400B c. V1de Ber tran d et Reinach, Les Celtes dans les vallées
da P0 61 1111 Danube.
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Lebecn ; after them the In subres settled in the country,
the largest tribe of all ; and next to them along the

bank of the river
,
the Cenom an i . But the district

along the shore of the Adr iatic was held by another

very ancient tribe
,
called the Veneti

,
in customs and

dress nearly allied to the Celts
,
but using quite a

different language
,
about whom the tragic poets have

written a great many wonderful tales . South of

the P0, in the Apennine district, fi r st beginning

from the west
,
the An ares , and next to them the Boii

settled . Next them,
on the coast of the Adriatic , the

Lingon es ; and south of these , still on the sea- coast
,

the Senones . These are the most important tribes

that took possess ion of this part of the country.

They lived in open villages
,
without any permanent

buildings . As they made their bed of straw or

leaves, and fed on meat, and followed no pur suits but

those of war and agriculture , they lived simple lives

without being acquain ted with any science or art

whatever. Each man ’ s property
,
moreover

,
consisted

in cattle and gold as they were the only things that
could be ea sily carried w i th them

,
when they wan dered

from place to place
,
and changed their dwellin gs as

fancy dir ected . They put a hi gh esteem,
however

,
on

friendship for the man who had the largest number

of cli ents or companions in his wanderin gs was

looked upon as the most formidable and powerful
member of the tribe .

1

The pr im i t

life of the
second
Celticsettl1

XII . In the early days of their settlement
,
they did They cap

t i
Rom e, butnot merely subdue the territory which they occupied , return 1 mm
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this alarm they kept quiet for thirteen years
,
at the

end of which period , seeing that the power of the 11 0 334

Romans was growing formidable , they made a peace

and d efi nite treaty with them .

XIII . They abided by thi s treaty for thirty years

but at that time
,
alarmed by a thr eatening movement

on the part of the Transalpine tribes, and fearin g 299 ,

that a dangerous war was imminent, they diverted

the attack of the invading horde from themselves

by presents and appeals to their ties of kindred , but

incited them to attack the Romans , j oinin g in the

expedi tion themselves . They directed their march

thr ough Etruria
,
and were j oined by the Etruscans ;

the combin ed arm i es
,
after taking a great quantity of

booty
,
got safely back fr om the Roman territory .

But when they got home
,
they quarrelled over the

division of the spoil
,
and in the end destroy ed most of

it, as well as the flower of their own force. Thi s is

the way of the Galatae when they have appropriated

their neighbours’ property and it mostly arises from

brutal drunkenness and intemperate feedi ng . In the

fourth year after this
,
the Sam ni tes and Galatae made a

league , gave the Romans battle in the neighbourhood

of Cam ertium , and slew a large num ber . Incensed

at this defeat the Romans marched out -a few days

afterward s, an d with two Consular arm i es engaged

the enemy in the territory of Sen tinum and
,
having

killed a large number of them
,
forced the survivors

1 For the even ts from 297 to 225 see Livy, i n fra vol. w ho here
gives m ore detailed and valuable inf orm ation than is to be foun d in Polybius .
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they had been utterly defeated in this engagement

that they humbled themselves so far as to send

ambassadors to Rome and make a treaty.

These events took place in the thir d year before

Pyrrhus crossed into Italy , and in the fi fth before the

destruction of theGalatae at Delphi . For at this period

fortune seems to have plagued the Galatae with a kind

of epidemic of war . But the Romans gained two

most important advantages from these events . First ,
their constant defeats at the hands of the Galatae had

inured them to the worst that could befall them ;

and so ,when theyhad to fi ght with Pyrrhus, they came

to the contest like trained and experienced gladiators .

And in the secondplace
,
they had crushed the insolence

of the Galatae just in time to allow them to give an

undivided attention
,
fi rst to the war with Pyr rhus

for the possession of Italy
,
and then to the war with

Carthage for the supremacy in Sicily.

XV. After these defeats the Galatae maintained

an un broken peace with Rome for forty- fi ve years .

But when the generation who had witnessed the

actual struggle had passed away
,
and a younger

generation had taken their places
,
fi lled with unr e

fleeting hardihood
,
and ignorant of any suffering or

reverse
,
they began

,
as was natur al, to disturb the

settlement ; and on the one hand to allow trifling

causes to exasperate them against Rome
,
and on the

other to invi te the Alpine Galatae to j oin the fray .

At fi rst these in trigues were carried on by their chiefs

without the knowledge of their tribesmen ; an d
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spot ; and , for the future , pointed out to them the

greatness of the wealth of Rome
,
and all the riches of

which they would become possessed , if they took it .

In these attempts to inflame their cupidi ty and induce

them to jom the expedition against Rome they easily
succeeded . For they added to the above arguments

pledges of their ow n alliance ; and reminded them of

the campaign of their own ancestors in which they had

seized Rome itself, and had been masters of all — it

contain ed, as wellas the city itself, for seven months

and had at last evacuated it of their own free will
,
and

restored it as an act of free grace, return ing uncon

quered and scatheless with the booty to their ow n

land. These arguments made the leaders so eager

for the expedition, that there never came from any

other part of Gaul a larger host
,
or one consisting

of more notable warriors . Meanwhile, the Romans ,
in formed of what was coming , partly by report and

partly by conj ecture
,
were in such a state of constant

alarm and excitement
,
that they hur riedly enrolled

legions
,
collected supplies

,
and sent out their forces

to the frontier
,
as though the enemy were already in

their terr itory
,
before the Galatae had stirred from

their ow n lands .

It was this movement of the Galatae that, more
than anything else

,
helped the Carthaginians to consoli

date their power in Iberia . For the Romans, as I have

said
,
looked upon the Celtic question as the more

pressing one of the two
,
as it was so near home ;

and in their anxiety to settle it satisfactor ilv fir st,



194 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

3 A t I A 3 I 3 I

007 1011 v770pX6111 , 770p0p011 7 0 1107 0 7 7711 I677p1011 ,

07700002j011 7 69 77p07 6p011 011 11011 12) 900901 70 11070 7 009

K611 7 0119 010776p 0016011 1007161101 7077p09 7 009 KapX770011 1
'

ov9

010 7 1011 77p09 7011 ’

A00p0156011 07101107 10311 , {177070 1
0
11 0707 1

006X60p770011 0710907100011 011 7 0157 019 7 029 110170029

77 p09 7 009 11070 K611.7 009 77011071009, VO/LICOV ‘

TGS
‘ 0071410716111

I A I
001101 7 001011p1977001 77p09 7 007 009

(11 .

XVII . 01' 00F01007 01 F01107 01 0007 770006001 01511071 111

7 01107 611 7? 1101607062011 , 7311011 1
'

177 6p0/1011 7 69 709
"
A1177 619 7011

I I 3, A I I 3 I
II00011 7707 071011 , 67 61 71 67 0 7 7711 7 779 010000111 07000.

A A 3 I I I 3I I
7 0 71611 0011 7 1011 11100716700 11 1101 B011011 67161116 «

7611 1101 109

011 7 019 060px7
’

79 077 16011029 , 01
( 0’ 0001167 01 1101 Tova/1.01101

01077p606600071011 1011
c

13 10710151011 7 0117 019 6711011 7 0 00
,
071 0X6

'

ZI1
'

0101101 7107009 7 1 7 739 00110716109 1661 7 07117 621} 77007 00090000 01

600111 619 70311 K6117 1
'

011 (0011011 739 x0p111 xcbp09 77p09 7011
y I I 3 3 3 I A
0770 7 007 1011 (006011 . 007 01 0 65071011 7 69 77011 7 1 7 10 07 p0

7 61571 07 1 1107 07 690pp771107 w 9 057071 770011, 770100061101 7 9711 7707065011

(279 0771 T0pp7711 1
’

09, gXOVTGS
‘

776C01
‘

19 71011 619 776117 011 10710p1
'

ov9 ,

17 77619 001101 0011005009 619 010710700009 .

‘

P10710
'

1
'

01 0
’

039

907 7 011 7 009 K611 7 01
‘

1 9 1
'

177 6p66611771101101 709 "
A1177 619,

A6011 1011 71011 A10511 1011 117707 011 71 67000110716109 05077007 01100
Q 3 3 3 I I I A 3 I
109 677 Ap1/1 1 1100, 7 77717700117 0 7 007 77 7 1011 611011 7 1 1011 7 7711

01600011, 0110 007 1011 0507761100600 659 T0pp7711 1
'

011
' 071011 P

y0p
07 6p09 7 6011 07707 011 F0109

’

A7 L
’

111O9 07 0x611 GZS‘
I A I

S
Q
8
3 3 A c I I

20p00110 71 67 0 7 1011 07 p07 0776 01 11, 01 611 7 77 Pro/1,77 77011 7 69

77 6p106629 730011 , 1101 (006671011 0117 019 0001 00600007 69



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


196 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

I I I A I

0770067160901 11 1110011011 . 0770076011 007 007
’

651107 019, 07 1 776711
A I A A A A A

P01107 1011 07 11097706000 7 019 170x019 007 01 11 7 00 7 0110100

I

8
I 3 I 3I

1110600. 10 1101 77p09 7 007 7711 0110¢6p011 7 69 7 7711 611 1101011 7 0 71611

I I I A 3 Q I
0 11 11 7797001é

’

o11 7 0 06 1107 677100500 07 7007 07 600, 7 019 067 0171019

9 I A I I A
61 1101 770p77

'

y
f

ye11 11011 7 1011 1109011011 06 7 019 07707 6

I 3 I 3 I 3 A j A
7 07

771 611019 0110016716111 07707 70017109 7 1011 611 7 019

I A A
7711 111 5019 , 61061101 70 01571 77011 7711 77909 7 779

f I 3 A
8
I I

8
\ A A

v770pxov0779 007 01 9 011071 6109 . 017 00 6 1101 661101 11 1101 7 779

3I 3 I I I 3 I
011 11779 677 17 7706107 777 09 77011 671011 7 7711 111007 7711 67701770011 7 0

I I
1107 0011 60170 7711 1 11 7711 000619 7701 71 07771 006061 77p07 6p011 . 0011 7771

A 3 A
1
7617 0 0 007 019 77011 7 0 1101 77011 7 0XO

'

9611 07 0071019
'

1107 0776

I f 3 I 3 A A A
7711 777 116001

r

yap 01 7 7711 17 011 1011 01110011 7 69 7 7711 7 1011 F01107 1011

3I 3 I f I Q A A 3 5

69000011 , 0011 67 1 I’ m /101019 7770011 7 0 O
'

U /L/ a ELV 0006 7rep1 7 779

I I I A
7 007 1011 7717671 011 109 7 111 60901 7 011 770116711011 , 01 10 01710111
3 I (I A 3 I I I 3 I
611071 107011 611007 01 1101 7 779 10109 770116109 1101 m a 9 6770067160901

I I C I A I t I
7 011 111 110011011 , 010776p 67 0171 019 7 019 11 77 771100011 .

(i i .

3 3 3 A I A 3IXVIII . 1110 06 00714101169 67 011 7 1011 1
7611 777 01 7 1011 607 1011

I A’

A 11 11 1
'

609 07 01171 7706 077 1900901 71 6707 007 0,

I
1101 77p09 7711 511 7711 0011007 61011 7707006011 1 19 007 0019011 7177009 077 1
A I A I I A I"

7 00007 0 11091 11 67 0 7 779 77p09606019 0107 6 7 019 71 67 107 019

I I C I t I 3\ 3I

77 7 0171001 7767016011 116111 13017101009 , p777 6oz1 011 6177 7 7711 7rapa

A I I

011607711 1101 707711 77909 7 779 0770pxo00779 007 019 7 07 6 0011071 6109 .

A I

71 67071011 077 7 0111 07707 01 11 05611 77110961 707 7 0p0 07 p07 077600
n I I I

8
I f A

I’ m /1 011101 , 77 611 7 011 19 X111 1O119 1101 1011001009 177 77 619

I
007 p1011001

'

009 0xou 011007 011
‘

01571 1107401 0071 69
’

61107 6p1 1 11

A

770011 01
'

00110711 11101 71011 7 p10710p101, SLJ XZM O ‘ 0
’

177 7761



POLYBIUS 197

formidable . And naturally so : for the old fear of

the Galatae had never been
'

erad icated from their

minds . No one thought of anything else : they

were incessantly occupied in mustering the legions,
and enrolling new ones

,
and in ordering up such of

the allies as were ready for service . The proper

magistrates were appoin ted to give in a list of all

citizens of m i litary age ; that it might at once be

known to what the total of available forces amounted .

An d such store of corn
,
and d arts , and other m i litary

equipments were collected as no one could remember

on any former occasion . From every side assistance

was eagerly rendered for the inhabitants of Italy, in

their terror at the Gallic invasion
,
no longer regarded

the matter as a question of alliance with Rome
,
or as

a war undertaken to support Roman supremacy
,
but

each people looked upon it as a danger menacing

themselves
,
their own city and territory . The re

spon se to the Roman appeal therefore was prompt .

XVIII . But that we may know from facts how

great the power was which Hannibal subsequently

ventured to attack, and what a mighty empire he

faced, when he succeeded in inflicting upon the

Roman people the most severe disasters
,
I must now

state the strength of the forces they could at that

time bring into the fi eld . The two consuls had

marched out with four legions
,
each consisting of

fi ve thousand two hundred infantry and thr ee hundred

cavalry. Besides this there were with each consul

allies to the number of thirty thousand infantry and
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and twenty- three thousand horse so that the grand

total of the forces actually defending Rome was over

foot
, 6000cavalry and of the men able to

bear arms
,
Romans and allies , over foot

and horse While Hannibal, when he invaded

Italy
,
had less than to put against this immense

force .

XIX . There will be another opportun ity of

treating the subj ect in greater detail for the present

I must return to the Celts . Having entered Etrur ia ,
they began their march through the coun try, devastat

ing i t as they chose
,
and without any hindrance and

fi nally directed their course against Rome itself. But

when they were encamped under the walls of Clusium ,

which is three days ’ march from Rome
,
news was

brought them that the Roman forces
,
which were on

duty in Etruria
,
were following on their rear and

were close upon them ; upon which they tur ned

back against them, eager to give them battle . The

two arm i es came in sight of each other about sunset
,

and encamped for the night a short distance apart .

But when night fell
,
the Celts li t their watch- fi res ;

and leaving their cavalry on the groun d
,
With in

struction s that
,
as soon as daylight made them

visible to the enemy
,
they should follow by the same

route , they made a secret retreat along the road

to Faesulae
,
and took up their position there ; that

they might be j oined by their own cavalry
,
and might

discon cert the attack of the enemy. Accordingly,
when at daybreak the Romans saw that the cavalry

Rom ans

routed no

Faesulae.

225 .
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tribunes to lead out the infantry at daybreak , while he ,
taking command of the cavalry, led the way towards

the hill . The Gallic chieftains , too , had seen his watch

fir es, and understood that the
'

enem y was come and

at once held a council of war . The advice of Kin g

An eroestes was , that seeing the amount of booty

they had taken
,
— an incalculable quantity indeed of

captives
,
cattle

,
and other Spoil, — they had better not

run the risk of another engagement, but retur n home

in safety and having disposed of thi s booty
,
and freed

themselves from its in cumbrance, return, if they

thought good
,
to make another determined attack

on Rome . ’ Having resolved to follow the advice of

Aner oestes in the present juncture, the chiefs broke

up their night council, and before daybreak struck

camp
,
and marched thr ough Etrur ia by the road

which follows the coast of the Ligurian bay : while

Lucius , having taken off the remnant of the army from

the hill
,
and combined it with his own forces, came

to the decision that it would not be by any means

advantageous to offer the enemy regular battle but

that it was better to dog their footsteps
,
watchin g for

favour able times and places at which to inflict damage

upon them
,
or wrest some of their booty from their

hands .

XXI . Jus t at that time the consul Gaius Atilius

had crossed fr om Sardini a , and having landed at

Pisae was on his way to Rome ; and therefore he

and the enemy were advancing to meet each other.

When the Celts were at Telam on in E truria, their
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army was following on their rear
,
and they expected

from the intelligence that had reached them
,
and

from what they saw actually occurring
,
that they

would have to meet another on their front.

XXII . Aem ilius had heard of the landing of the

legions at Pisae
,
but had not expected them to be

already so far on their road but the struggle for the

em inence showed hi m that the two armies were qui te

close . He accordingly di spatched his horse at once

to support the struggle for the possession of the hill,
whi le he marshalled his foot in their usual order, and

advanced to attack the enemy who barred hi s way.

The Celts had stationed the Alpine tribe of the

Gaesatae to face their enemies on the rear
,
and behi nd

them the In subres on their front they had placed the

Taur isci
,
and the Cispadane tribe of the Boii

,
facing

the legions of Gaius . Their wagons and chariots

they placed on the extreme of both wings
,
while the

booty they massed upon one of the hi lls that skirted

the road
, under the protection of a guard . The army

of the Celts was thus double- faced . Their mode of

marshalling their forces was effective as well as

calculated to inspire terror . The In subres and Boii

were clothed in their breeches and light cloaks but

the Gaesatae from vani ty and bravado threw these

garments away
,
and fell in in front of the army naked,

with nothi ng but their arms ; believing that, as the

groun d was in parts encumbered with brambles,
which m i ght possibly catch in their clothes and im

pede the use of their weapons, they would be more
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For there were among them such innumerable horns

and trumpets
,
whi ch were being blown at the same

time fr om allparts of their army
,
and their cries were

so loud and piercin g
,
that the noise seemed to come

not fr om hum an voices and trumpets but from the

whole country- side at once . Not less terrifyin g was

the appearance and rapid movement of the naked

warriors in the van
,
whi ch showed men in the prim e

of their strength and beauty whi le all the warriors

in the front ranks were richly adorned in gold neck

laces and bracelets . Th ese sights certainly dismayed

the Romans still the hope they gave of a profi table

victory redoubled their eagerness for the battle .

XXIV. When the men who were armed w ith the

pflum advanced in fr ont of the legions , in accordance

with the regular method of Roman warfare, and hurled

their p ila in rapid and effective volleys, the inn er

ranks of the Celts found their j erkins and leather

breeches of great service ; but to the naked men in

the front ranks thi s un expected mode of attack caused

great di stress and discom fi tur e. For the , Galli c

shi elds not bein g big enough to cover the man , the

larger the naked body the more certain ty was there

of the p ilum hi tting . An d at last, not being able to

retali ate, for the pilum —thr owers were out of reach ,
and their weapon s kept pour in g in , some of them,

in the extr em i tv
'

of their di stress and helplessness,
threw them s elves with desperate cour age and reckless

violence upon the enemy
,
and thus met a volun tary

death w hi le others gave groun d step by step towards
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a raid upon the territory of the Bon ; and having

satisfied the desi res of the legions with plunder
,

returned with his forces to Rome in a few days ’

march . There he adorned the Capitol with the

captured standards and necklaces
,
which are gold

chains worn by the Galatae roun d their necks ; but

the rest of the Spoils, and the captives, he converted

to the benefit of his own estate and to the adornment

of his triumph .

Thus was the most formidable Celtic invasm n

repelled
,
which had been regarded by all Italians

,
and

especially by the Romans, as a danger of the utmost

gravity. The victory inspired the Romans with the

hope that they m ight be able to entirely expel the Celts

fr om the valley of the Po : and accordi ngly the consuls

of the next year
, Quin tus Fulvius Flaccus and Titus

Manlius Torquatus , were both sent out with their

legions
,
and m i litary preparations on a large scale ,

against them . By a rapid attack they terrified the

Boii in to makin g submission to Rome ; but the

campaign had no other practical effect
,
because

,

during the rest of it, there was a season of excessive

rains
,
and an outbreak of pestilence in the army .

XXVI . The consuls for the next year
,
however

,

Publius Fur ius Phi lus and Caius Flaminius, on ce more

invaded the Celtic lands,marching through the territory

of the An ares, who lived not far fr om Marseilles . 1

Havin g secured the fr iendshi p of this tribe
,
they

crossed into the country of the In subres, near the

confluence of the Adda and Po . They suffered som e

223.
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1 Plutarch, Cam illus, 41 , cop ies this , and Polyen , Stratag. viii. 7, copies
from Plutarch. It is on ly in these Greek writers that we read of ’ the bad
quality of Celtic swords. Latin writers m ade n o m en tion of such a striking
defect in the arm s of the ir dreaded foes : on the con trary, Pliny quote s
from Varr o that a Helvetian , n am ed Helicon , resided in Rom e teaching
the in dustrial arts of h is n ative land. Archeologists are agreed that the
Celtic swords, &c. of La Ten e are of excellen t iron . So are all those
to be seen in our m useum s. S. Rein ach attem pted to distort som e Celtic
swords in the Musée de Sain t-Germ ain , but found that n o am oun t of
percussion that a m an could apply was suffi cien t to ben d these swords .
How, then , was so careful a writer as Polybius m isled We kn ow that
the Celts settled in the Cisalpin e , circa 1000B .C . (see supra , p . 178 ,

n ote In their cem eteries, and in the cem eteries of these Celts all over
E urope , we find m any exam ples of ben t swords . Polybius visited the
Cisalpin e after the Rom an colon isation con sequen t on the defeat of
the Celts related above. The Rom ans , after the fashion of colon ists, ran
sacked the graves, &c. of the coun try. In them they found m any ben t
swords . The graves and swords were attributed to their recently defeated
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next the enemy : and sending the Celtic contingents to

the other side
,
they pulled up the bridges which at

once precluded any fear of danger from them
,
and left

themselves no hope of safety except in victory ; the

impassable river being thus in their rear. These

di spositions made , they were ready to engage .

XXVII . The Romans are thought to have shown

uncommon skill in this battle the tribunes in structed

the tr00ps how they w ere to conduct themselves both

collectively and indivi dually. They had learned

fr om former engagements that Gallic tribes were

always most form i dable at the fir st onslaught
,
before

their cour age was at all damped by a check ; and

that the swords with whi ch they were furnished
,
as I

have mentioned before
,
could only give one dow nward

cut with any effect , but that after this the edges got

so turned , and the blade so bent, that unless they

had time to straighten them with their foot against

the groun d , they could not deliver a second blow.

The tribun es therefore gave out the spears of the

Triarii, who are the last of the three ranks, to the

fir st ranks, or Hastati and ordering the m en to use

their swords only, after their spears were done

with, they charged the Celts full in fr ont . When the
Celts had rendered their swords useless by the first
blows delivered on the spears

,
the Romans closed

foes of the second Celtic invasion . Polybius, who was show n thes e swords ,
als o assign ed them to the sam e source for allm em ory of the fi rst

“Celtic
settlers had been lost. Why were these swords ben t ? They were in
tentionally ben t in obedience to the sam e rite that com m anded the Greeks
to place broken vases beside their dead. Cf. Reinach, L’

Anthropologie,
1906, pp. 32 1 -336.

In ferior
swords of
Celts. 1
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hire thirty thousand Gaesatae— the Gallic tribe

whi ch lives on the Rhone . Having secured these,
they held them selves in readiness , and waited for the

attack of their enem ies . At the beginning of spring

the consuls assum ed com m and of their forces , and

m arched them into the territory of the In subres ;
and there encam ped un der the walls of the city of

Acerrae, whi ch li es between the Po and the Alps , and

laid siege to it . The In subres, being unable to render

any assistance
,
because all the positions of vantage

had been seized by the enem y first
,
and being yet

very anxious to raise the siege of Acerrae, detached a

portion of their forces to effect a division by crossing

the Po and laying siege to Clastid ium . Intelligence

of this m ovem ent being brought to the consuls
,

Marcus Claudius, taking with him hi s cavalry and

som e light infantry, m ade a forced m arch to relieve

the besieged inhabitants . When the Celts heard of

his approach they raised the siege ; and, m arching

out to m eet him , offered hi m battle . At fir st they

held their groun d against a furious charge of cavalry

whi ch the Rom an consul launched at them ; but

when they presently found them selves surrounded

by the enem y on their rear and flank, un able to

m aintain the fight any longer, they fled before the

cavalry ; and m any of them were driven into the river,
and were swept away by the stream ,

though the larger

num ber were cut down by their enem i es . Acerrae

also, richly stored w i th corn , fell into the hands of the

Rom ans : the Galataehavingevacuated it, andretir ed to
q
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close to the Alps , I thought I ought not to allow their

original attack upon Italy to pass un recorded, any

m ore than their subsequent attem pts, or their final

ej ection .

XXX . Cur n arrative now returns to Hasdrubal,
whom we left in com m and of the Carthaginian forces

in Iberia . After eight years
’ com m and in that coun try,

he was assassinated in his own house at night by a

certain Celt in revenge for som e private wrong . Before

his death he had done m uch to strengthen the

Carthaginian influence in Iberia
,
not so m uch by

m i litary achievem ents , as by the friendly relations he

m aintained with the native princes .

XXXI . As soon as Hannibal had taken over the B 22 1

com m and , he set out to subdue the tribe of the

Olcades ; and , having arrived before their m ost

form idable city Althaea , he pitched his cam p under

its walls ; and by a series of energetic and form i dable

assaults succeeded before long in taking it by which

exploit the rest of the tribe were overawed into

subm i ssion to Carthage .

XXXII . Next sum m er he set out on another R C . 220.

expedition against the Vaccaei , 1 in which he took Sal

m antica by assault, but only succeeded in storm ing

Arbucala
, owing to the size of the town and the

valour of its inhabitants
,
after a laborious siege .

After this he suddenly found him self in a position of

great danger on his return m arch — being set upon by

1 The Vaccaei d w elt aroun d the d istr icts n ow covered by the provinces
of Salam anca and Z am or a . Vide Revue Celtzque, xv. p. 30.
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XXXIV. From Narbo is the di strict occupied by

the Celts as far as the Pyrenees , stretching con

tinuously from the Mediterranean to the Mare

Externum .

XXXV. At thi s period the Carthaginians were

m asters of the whole Mediterranean coast of Libya

from the Altars of Philaenus, opposite the Great

Syrtis
,
to the Pillars of Hercules

,
a seaboard of over

sixteen thousand stades . They had also crossed the

strait of the Pillars of Hercules
,
and got possession of

the whole seaboard of Iberia on the Medi terranean

as far as the Pyrenees
,
which separates the Iberes

from the Celts — that is , a distance of about eight

thousand stades .

XXXVI . Wh ile Hannibal was thus engaged in

effectin g a passage over the Pyrenees , where he was

greatly alarm ed at the extraordinary strength of the

positions occupied by the Celts ; the Rom ans, havin g

heard the unfavour able result of their em bassy to

Carthage , and that Hann ibal had crossed the Iber

earlier than they expected
,
at the head of an arm y

,

voted to send Publius Cornelius Scipio with hi s legions

in to Iberia , and Tiberius Sem pronius Longus into

Libya . And while the consuls were engaged in hasten

ing on the enr olm ent of their legions and other m i litary

preparations, the people were active in bringing

to com pletion the colonies whi ch they had already

voted to send into Gaul . They accordingly caused the

fortification of these town s to be pushed on energeti

cally, and ordered the colonists to be in residencewi thi n
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out upon it from every side and killed a large number

of hi s men . At fir st the survivors fled with precipita

tion : but havin g gained some higher ground , they

rallied suffi ciently to enable them with much diffi culty

to effect an honourable retreat . Even so , the Boii

followed close upon their heels, and besieged them in a

place called the village of Tannes . 1 When the news

arrived at Rome
,
that the fourth legionwas surrounded

and closely besieged by the Boii , the people with all

haste dispatched the legions which had been voted
,

to

Consul Publius , to their reli ef, un der the command of

a praetor ; and ordered the consul to enrol two more

legions for himself from the allies .

Such was the position of Celtic affairs from the

beginning to the arrival of Hannibal thus com

pleting the course of events which I have already

had occasion to describe .

XXXVII . These arrangementsmade, he summ oned Cisalpin e
Celts join

a m eetm g of hi s army and m troduced Magilus and Han m ba‘

the other chi efs who had come to him from the valley
M . 2 18 .

of the Po, and caused them to announce to the whole

army, thr ough an interpreter, the resolutions passed

by their tribes . The points which were the strongest

encour agement to the army were
,
fir st

,
the actual

appearance of envoys inviting them to come
,
and

prom i sing to take part in the war w i th Hom e

secondly, the confi dence inspired by their promise

to guide them by a route where they would be abun

dantly suppli ed wi th necessaries, and which would

lead them
'r

w ith speed and safety into Italy ; and ,
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of their tribe and occupied the points of vantage

in advance, on the route by which Hannibal
’ s forces

were constrained to m ake their ascent. If they had

only kept their design secret, the Carthaginian arm y

would have been entirely destroyed as it was
,
their

plans becam e known , and though they did m uch

dam age to Hannibal ’ s arm y they suffered as m uch

them selves . For when the general learnt that the

natives were occupying the points of vantage , he halted

and pitched hi s cam p at the foot of the pass
,
and sent

forward som e of his Gallic guides to reconnoitre the

enem y and discover their plan of operations . The

order was obeyed : and he ascertained that it was the

enem y’ s practice to keep under arm s and guard these

posts carefully dur ing the day, but at night to retire

to som e town in the neighbourhood . Hannibal

accordingly adapted his m easur es to thi s strategy

of the enem y . He m arched forward in broad day

light
,
and as soon as he cam e to the m ountainous part

of the road
,
pitched hi s cam p only a little way from

the enem y. At nightfall he gave orders for the

watch-fi res to be li t, and leaving the m ain body

of his troops in the cam p , and selecting the m ost

suitable of hi s m en , he had them arm ed lightly, and

led them thr ough the narrow parts of the road dur in g

the night
,
and seized on the spots which had been

previously occupied by the enem y : they hav mg,

according to their regular custom ,
abandoned them

for the nearest town .

XL . When day broke the natives saw what had
B
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directions at once— thanks to the shouting and

struggling of these com batants ; and it was not until

he had killed the greater num ber of the Allobroges ,
and forced the rest to fly to their own land , that the

rem ainder of the beasts of burden and the horses

got slowly
,
and with difficulty, over the dangerous

ground . Hannibal him self rallied as m any as he could

after the fight, and assaulted the town from which

the enem y had sallied and fin ding it alm ost deserted ,
because its inhabitants had all been tem pted out

by the hope of booty, he got possession of it from

whi ch he derived m uch advantage for the futur e as

well as for the present . The im m ediate gain consisted

of a large num ber of horses and beasts of burden, and

m en taken with them ; and for future use he got a

supply of corn and cattle sufficient for two or three

days : but the m ost im portant result of all was

the terror inspired in the neighbour ing tribes
,
which

prevented anyone of those who lived near the

ascent from lightly ventur ing to m eddle with him

again .

XLI . Here he pitched a cam p and rem ained a day
,

and started again . For the next three days be

accom plished a certain am ount of his j ourney without

accident . But on the four th he again found him self

in serious danger . For the dwellers along his route ,
havin g concerted a plan of treachery

,
m et hi m with

branches and garlands, whi ch am ong nearly all the

natives are signs of friendship
,
as the herald ’ s stafl

is am ong the Greeks . Hann ibal was cautious about
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baggage and cavalry in the van and his hoplites in

the rear . These latter covered his line , and were

able to stem the attack of the enemy, and accordingly

the disaster was less than it would otherwise have

been . As it was , however, a large number of beasts of

burden and horses perished ; for the advantage of the

higher ground being with the enemy, the Celts moved

along the slopes parallel with the army below
,
and

by rolling down boulders
,
or throw ing stones , reduced

the troops to a state of the utmost confusion and

danger ; so that Hannibal with half his force was

obliged to pass the night near a certain white rock
,

which afforded them protection, separated from his

horses and baggage which he was covering ; until

after a whole night ’ s struggle they slowly and with

diffi culty emerged from the gorge .

XLIII . Hannibal therefore bent his whole energies

to the restoration of the spirits and bodies of his men
,

and of their horses also . When his army had thus

suffi ciently recovered (f rom the eflects of the passage

over the Alps), fin ding the Taurini, who lived im m ed i

ately under the Alps
,
at war with the In subres and

inclin ed to be suspicious of the Carthaginians
,

Hanni bal fi rst invited them to terms of friendship and

alliance ; and , on their refusal, invested their chi ef

city and carried it after a thr ee days ’ siege . Havin g
put to the sword all who had Opposed hi m

,
he struck

such terror into the minds of the neighbouring tribes

that they all gave in their submission out of hand .

The other Celts inhabiting these plains were also eager
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fi ght . As soon as the youn g men heard these orders
,

they;li fted up their hands, and
!

each prayed the gods

that he m ight be one of those to draw the lot . An d

when the lots were draw n , those on whom they fell

were overj oyed
,
and the others in despair . When the

fi ght was fi nished , too , the surviving captives con

gratulated the one who had fallen no less than the

victor
,
as having been freed from man) terrible

sufferings, while they themselves still remained to

endure them . An d in thi s sentiment the Car

thagini an soldiers were much di sposed to j oin , all

pitying the sur vivors and congratulating the fallen

champion .

XLV . But the Celtic contingent of the Roman

army
,
seeing that Hannibal

’

s

i

prospects looked the

brighter of the two, concerted their plans for a fixed

time
,
and waited in their several tents for the moment

for carrying them out . When the men withi n the

rampart of the camp had taken their supper and were

gone to bed
,
the Celts let more than half the night

pass
,
and just about the time of the morning watch

armed themselves and fell upon the Romans who

were quartered nearest to them killed a considerable

number
,
and wounded not a few ; and, fi nally, cuttin g

off the heads of the slain , departed with them to

j oin the Carthagini ans , to the number of two thousand

infantry and nearly two hun dred cavalry. They

were received with great satisfaction by Hanni bal ;
who

,
after addr essin g them encour agin gly

,
and

prom i sing them all suitable rewards, sent them to
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Celts who lived in the fork of the Po and Trebia ,
while

“

pretending to have come to terms with him
,

w ere sendi ng messages to the Romans at the same

time, believing that thus they would secur e themselves

from being in jured by either side
,
he sent two thousand

infantry with some Celtic and Numidi an cavalry with

orders to devastate their territory. This order being

executed
,
and a great spoil captured

,
the Celts

appeared at the Roman camp beseeching their aid .

Tiberius had all along been looking out for an oppor

tuni ty of striking a blow ; and at once seized on this

pretext for sending out a party
,
consisting of the

greater part of his cavalry
,
and a thousand sharp

shooters of his infantry along with them ; who

having speedily come up with the enemy on the

other side of the Tr ebia
,
and engaged with them in a

sharp struggle for the possession of the booty, forced

the Celts and the Num idians to beat a retreat to

their own camp .

XLVIII . On his left wing, close to the river, Disposi tior

of Hann ib
Hannibal stationed the Iberian and Celtic horse forces at 11

opposite the Roman cavalry and next to them half

the Libyan heavy - armed foot and next to them the

Iberian and Celtic foot ; next, the other half of the

Libyans
,
and

,
on the right wing

,
the Num i dian horse .

Havin g now got them all into line he advanced with

the central companies of the Iberians and Celts ; and

so arranged the other companies next these in regular

gradations
,
that the whole line became crescent

shaped
,
dim i nishing in depth towards its extrem ities

8

battle of
Cannae
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the Galatae under Com on tor ius, they were reduced to

a sad state of di stress indeed .

The Galatae had left their country with Bren nus
,

and having survived the battle at Delphi and made

their way to the Hellespont , instead of crossing to

Asia
,
were captivated by the beauty of the district

round Byzantium
,
and settled there . Then having

conquered the Thracians and erected Tyle into a

capital
,
they placed the Byzantines in extreme danger .

In their earlier attacks
,
made un der the command of

Com on tor ius
,
their

—

fir st king
,
the Byzantines always

bought them off by presents amounting to thr ee
,
or

fi ve
, or sometimes even ten thousand gold pieces , on

condition of their not devastating their territory :

and at last were compelled to agree to pay them

a yearly tribute of eighty talents
,
until the time

of Cavarus
,
in whose reign their kingdom came to

an end ; and their whole tribe , being now in their

turn conquered by the Thracians , were entirely

annihilated .

LI . So when the Gallic king
,
Cavarus

,
came to

Byzan tium
,
and showed himself eager to put an end

to the war
,
and earnestly offered hi s friendly inter

ven tion
,
both Prusias and the Byzantines consented

to his proposals .

LII . When Philip saw what was going on, he

stationed a force at Dym e, consisting of the Achaean

mercenaries , some of the Cr etans serving under him ,

and some of the Gallic horse
,
together with two

thousand picked Achaean infantry .
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were taken back to the place where they had crossed

into Asia ; would assign them suitable lands for a

settlement
,
and would afterwards do them any service

they asked for
,
if it was within his power and con

sistent with justice . Accordingly Attalus led the

Aegosagae back to the Hellespont .

LVI . During this period Prusias did a thin g that

deserves to be recorded . The Galatae , whom King

Attalus had brought over from Europe to assist him

against Achaeus on account of their reputation for

cour age
,
had separated from that monarch on account

of the j ealous suspicions of which I have before spoken,
and were plundering the cities on the Hellespont with

gross licentiousness and violence
,
and fi nally went so

far as actually to besiege Ilium . In these circum

stances the inhabitants of Alexandr ia in the Troad

acted with commendable spirit . They sent Themistes

with four thousand men and forced the Galatae to raise

the siege of Ilium
,
and drove them entirely out of the

Troad , by cutting off their supplies and frustrating

all their designs . Thereupon the Galatae seizedAr isba ,
in the territory of Abydos

,
and thenceforth devoted

themselves to form ing designs and committing acts of

hostility against the cities built in that district .

Against them Prusias led out an army; and in a

pitched battle put the men to the sword on the fi eld ,
and slew nearly all their women and chi ldren in the

camp , leavin g the baggage to be plundered by the

soldiers . This achievement of Prusias delivered the

cities on the Hellespont from great fear and danger
,
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LX . For
,

’ said he ,
‘

Romans have never been Scipio to
beaten by Carthaginians in a tria l of valour .

was the result of treachery on the part of the Celti

ber ian s, and of rashness , the two commanders

getting cut o ff from each other by their reli ance on

these men .

’

LX I. For owing to the populousness and wealth

of the country, the droves of swine in Italy are

exceedingly large , especially along the sea - coast of

the Tuscans and Galatae .

LX II . The approaches of these Celtiberes did a 203.

great deal also to encourage the hopes of the Cartha

gin ian s for
,
instead of four thousand , it was reported

at Carthage that they were ten thousand
, and that

their bravery and the excellency of their arms made

them irresistible in the fi eld . . When the news 23001163111
of these proceedings reached the Roman camp Scipi0 ((Jun e 24 ,

immediately determined to attack . . At the very
B C 203)

fi rst charge the Numidians reeled before the Italian

cava lry
,
and the Carthaginians wavered before the

horse commanded by Massan issa ; for their many

previous defeats had comp letely demoralised them .

But the Celtiberes fought gallantly, for they had no

hope of saving themselves by fli ght, being entirely

unacquainted with the country ; nor any expectation

of being spared if they were taken prisoners on accoun t

of their perfi dy to Scipio for they were regarded as

having acted in defi ance of justice and of their treaty

in com ing to aid the Carthagin ians against the

Roman s , though they had n ever suffered any act of
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LXVI . While the negotiations for peace with

Antiochus
,
and for the settlement of Asia in general

were going on at Rome
,
and the Aetolian war was

being fought in Greece
,
it happened that another

w ar in Asia , that, namely, against the Galatae, was

brought to a conclusion, the account of whi ch I am

now about to give m ulta 06311705.

LXVII . Cn aeus sent envoys to E posognatus the

Galatian
,
desiring him to send embassies to the kings

of the Galatae . E posognatus in his turn sent envoys
to Ch aeus begging hi m not to move his quarters or

attack the Tolistobogian Galatae ; and assuring hi m
that he would send embassi es to the kings and

propose peace to them
,
and felt quite certain that

he would be able to bring them to a proper view of

affairs in all respects m ulta desunt. In the

course of his march through the country Gnaeus made

a bridge over the river Sangor ius, which w as extremely

deep and diffi cult to cross . An d having encamped

on the bank of the river
,
he was visited by some Ga lli

sent by Attis and Battocus , the priests of the mother

of the gods at Pesinus, wearing fi gur es and images

on their breasts
,
and announcing that the goddess

promised him victory and power . To these Cnaeus
gave a courteous reception . m ulta 1168 11105.

When Cnaeus was at the small town of Gord ieium
,

ambassadors came from E posognatus, announcing

that he had been round and had talked to the kings

of the Galatae
,
but that they would not consent to

make any overtures of friendship whatever ; on the
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LXIX . After the victory over the Galatae at Olym

pus
,
when the Romans were encamped atAn cyra , and

Gnaeus was on the point of continuing hi s advance ,
ambassadors came from the Tectosages asking that

Gnaeus would leave his troops in their quarters , and

advance himself in the course of the next day into the

space between the two camps ; and promising that

their kings would come to meet him , and discuss the

terms of a peace . But when Gnaeus consented, and

duly arrived at the appointed place with fi ve hundred

horse
,
the kings did not appear . After his return to

the camp
,
however

,
the ambassadors came again , and ,

offering some excuses for the kings
,
begged him

‘

to

come once more , as they would send some of their

chief men to discuss the whole question . Onaeus

consented
,
but

,
without leaving the camp himself

,

sent Attalus and some tribun es with three hun dred

horse . The envoys of the Galatae duly appeared and

discussed the business : but fi nally said it was im

possible for them to conclude the matter or ratify

anythin g they agreed upon but they engaged that

the kings would come next day to agree on the

terms and fi nally settle the treaty
,
if the consul would

also come to them . Attalus promised that Onaeus
would come , and they separated for that day. But the

Galatae were deliberately contriving these procrasti
nations, and amusing theRomans , because theywanted

to get some part of their families and property beyond

the river Halys and
,
fi rst of all

,
to get the Roman

consul into their hands if they could
,
but if not

,
at
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what was most important in the eyes of the Galatae ,
he was a man of courage and skill in war .

Desun i caetem .

LXXII . Tiberius Gracchus destroyed three hun B C . 179 .

dred cities of the Celtiberes . This (Poseidon ius)
ridicules

,
stating that to flatter Gracchus , Polybius

described as cities towers li ke those exhibited in

triumphal processions .

LXXIII . (13077101763) imagined that at last his

own kingdom was safe
,
and that he might look forward

to a time of ease
,
now that Perseus and the whole

kingdom of Macedonia were utterly destroyed ; yet

it was then that he was confronted with the gravest

dangers
,
by the Galatae in Asia seizing the oppor

tun ity for an unexpected rising . Desunt 0001670.

LXXIV . Attalus, brother of King Eumenes ,
came to Rome this year

,
pretending that

,
even if the

disaster of the Gallic rising had not happened to the

kingdom
,
he should have come to Rome to congratu

late the senate
, an d to receive some mark of its

approval for having been actively engaged on their

side and having loyally shared in all their dangers : as

it happened , he had been forced to come at that time

to Rome owing to the danger from the Galatae .

Accordingly, when Attalus appeared before the senate ,
he congratulated it on what had happened expati

ated on the loyalty and zeal show n by himself in the

war with Perseus ; and ur ged at some length that the

senate should send envoys to restrain the audacity

of the Galatae, and compel - them to confin e them

selves once more to their original boundaries .
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like light infantry, and wearing gold crowns . Next

to them cam e three thousand Thracians and five

thousand Galatae . The number of im ages of gods
it is im possible to tell com pletely : for im ages of every

god or dem igod or hero accepted by m ankind were

carried there , som e gilded and others adorned with

gold- em broidered robes ; and the m yths, belonging

to each
,
according to accepted tradition

,
were repre

sen ted by the m ost costly sym bols .

LXXVIII . The am bassadors from Prusias (to

Rom e) com plained of Kin g Eum enes , alleging that

he had taken certain places belonging to their country,
and had not in any sense evacuated Galatia , or

com plied with the decrees of the sen ate ; but had

been supporting all who favoured him self, and

depressing in every possible way those who w ished

to shape their policy in accordance with the senate ’ s

decrees . The senate listened to the accusers
,

and neither rej ected their accusations nor openly

expressed its own opinion ; but acted with close

reserve
,
thoroughly distrusting both Eum enes and

An tiochus, and m eanwhile contented itself by

continually supporting Galatia and contriving som e

fresh security for its freedom .

LXXIX . On the com plaint of the am bassadors

of Marseilles as to their injuries sustained at the hands

of the Ligurians
,
the senate at once appointed a

com m ission, consisting of Flam in ius, Popilius Laenas,
and Lucius Pupius, w ho sailed with the envoys of

Marseilles
,
and landed in the territory of the Oxybii

164.
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for the battle
,
they received the fugitives in their

ranks
,
an d after a short tim e charged the Rom ans

with great fur y and enthusiasm ; but being worsted

in the engagem ent, they im m edi ately all surrendered

them selves an d their city to the discretion of the

Rom an s . Having thus becom e m asters of these

tribes
, Opim ius delivered over their territory on the

spot to the people of Marseilles , and for the futur e

forced the Ligur ians to give hostages at certain fix ed

in tervals to the Mar sili an s . (Bk . xxxiii .

LXXX . In treating of the geography of Eur ope

I shall say nothi ng of the ancient geographers , but

shall confin e m y attention to their m odern critics
,

Dicaearchus, Eratosthenes , who is the m ost recent

wr iter on geography, and Pytheas , who has m i sled

m any readers by professing to have traversed on

foot 1 the whole of Britain, the coast line of whi ch

island
,
he says

,
is m ore than forty thousand stades .

An d again by hi s stories of Thule and the countries

in its n eighbour hood , in which,
’ he says

,
there is

neither un m i xed land nor sea nor air
,
but a kind of

com poun d of all thr ee (like the j elly- fi sh or Pulm o

Marinus), in which earth and sea and everythi ng else

are held in suspense
,
and which form s a kind of

conn ectin g lin k to the whole , thr ough whi ch one can

neither walk nor sail . ’ Thi s substance , which he

says is like the Pulm o Marinus , he saw with his own

eyes
,
and the rest he learnt by report : such is Pytheas

’ s

story
,
an d he adds that, on hi s retur n thence, he

traversed the whole of the coast of Eur ope from

U
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the Illeber is and Ruscino, past som e cities 1 of the

sam e nam es inhabited by Celts .
LXXXIII . Near Aqui leia , Polybius says , in the

terr itory of the Noric Taur isci , in m y own tim e a gold

m in e was discovered
,
so easy to work, that by scrapin g

away the sur face soil for two feet, gold could be

found im m ediately . The seam of gold was not m ore

than fifteen feet ; som e of it was found unm ixed

with alloy in nuggets of the size of a bean or

lupine
,
on ly an eighth of it disappearin g in the

furnace ; but som e of it required m ore elaborate

sm elting , but would still pay very well . Accordingly,
on the Italians j oin ing the Barbarians in working

this m ine
,
in two m onths the price of gold went

down a thir d throughout Italy
,
and when the

Taur isci discovered that
,
they expelled their Itali an

fellow-workers and kept the m onopoly them selves .

1768 11771 0101670.

LXXXIV. The war between the Rom ans and

Celtiberians was called the fiery war for it was

of a peculiarly fierce kind and rem arkable for the

frequency of its battles . The wars in Greece and
Asia were as a rule settled by one battle

,
or in rare

cases by tw o ; and the battles them s elves were

decided by the result of the fir st charge and im pact

of the two arm i es . But in thi s war thin gs were

qui te different . As a rule the battles were stopped

only by the fall of night ; the m en neither lost heart

nor would yield to bodily fatigue ; but returned

again and again with fresh vigour to renew the

The Taur i
di scover
gold m ine

Fierce

char acter 1

Celtiber ian

War .
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tribes of Iberia ripe for an outbreak from the belief

that they were capable of coping w ith Rom e . They

begged , therefore, that the legions should rem ain in

Iberia
,
and that each year a con sul 1 should com e

thither to protect the allies of Rom e and pun ish the

depredations of the Ar evacae ; or, if they wished to

withdraw the legions
,
they should first take signal

vengeance for the outbreak of this tribe
,
that no one

should ven tur e to do the like again .

’ Such
,
or to

thi s effect , was the speech of the envoys of the Belli

and Titthi who were in alliance with Rom e . The

envoys of the hostile tribe were then in troduced . On

com ing forward the Arevacae assum ed a feign ed ton e

of subm ission an d hum i lity in the language of their

answer
,
without being

,
as was evident

,
at all yi elding

in their hearts or acknowledging them selves beaten .

On the con trary
,
they continually hinted at the

uncertainty of fortun e ; an d speakin g of the battles

that had taken place as undecided
,
they conveyed the

im pression that they had had the best of the contest

in them all. The upshot of their speech was thi s

If they m ust subm i t to som e defini te m ulct for

their error
,
they were ready to do so : but , when

that was com pleted
,
they dem anded that things

should revert to the position fixed by their treaty

m ade with the senate in the tim e of Tiberius

Gracchus . ’ 2

LXXXVI . The sen ators having thus heard both

sides called in the legates from Marcellus and when

they saw that they also were inclined to a pacifi cation ,
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Iberia in the previous year and those who

had served under him
,
of the perpetual recurrence of

the pitched battles
,
the num ber of the fallen

,
and

the valour of the Celtiberian s , com bin ed with the

notorious fact that Marcellus shrank in terror from the

war , caused such a panic in the m i nds of the new

levies as the old m en declared had never happen ed

before . To such an extent did the pani c go , that

sufficient m en were not foun d to com e forward for the

office of m i litary tribune , an d these posts were con se

quently not en tirely filled up whereas heretofore
a larger num ber than were wan ted had been wont to

volunteer for the duty n or would the m en nom in ated

by the con suls as legati to accom pany the com m anders

consent to serve ; an d
, worst of all, the young m en

tried to avoid the levies , and put forward such

excuses as were disgraceful for them to allege
,
and

beneath the investigation of the con suls
,
an d yet

im possible to refute .

LXXXVIII . The Celtiberians have a peculiar

m anoeuvre in war . When they see their in fan try

hard pressed
,
they dism ount and leave their horses

standing in their places . They have sm all pegs

attached to their leading reins, and having fixed them
carefully in to the groun d, they train their horses to

keep their places obediently in lin e until they com e

back and pull up the pegs .

LXXXIX . The Celtiberians excel the rest of the

world in the con struction of their swords ; for their

point is strong and serviceable and they can deliver
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APOLLODORU S OF ATHENS

Apollodorus of Athens flourished circa 140.

He was a prolific and authoritative writer on m yth

ology, history, geography, and gram m ar . U n fortu

mately m ost of his works are kn own to us only through

fragm en ts . In B .C . 123, the Rom an s en tered Transal

pine Gaul for the defin ite purpose of acquirin g a safe

line of com m un ication between Italy and the Span ish

Peninsula . At that period the Arvern i and theAedui
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POSE IDONIU S OF APAMEA

Poseidon ius was born at Apam ea in Syr ia circa

135 He was the m ost learned and influential

of the later Stoics . Having visited the West of

Europe he founded a school at Rhodes where Cicero

w as hi s pupil in 78 and where he was honoured
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penetrated to Britain by the trade route along the

Rhone , but with the interior of Gaul he seem s to have

been un acquainted.

He wrote
,
am ong several other works

,
a continua

tion , extending to fi fty - two books
,
of the Histories of

Polybius in which he seem s to have dealt chiefly

with the even ts between 145— 82 In this work

he recorded his observations in Western Eur ope
,
and

preserved m uch inform ation of the hi ghest value to

students of Celtic history . U nfortunately hi s work

is known to us only in fragm ents
,
foun d chi efly in

Diodorus Siculus an d in Strabo . Both these com pilers

took som e liberties with the work of Poseidonius , but

the cross referen ces given below will enable the

reader to com pare the two redactions , whi ch should

be further com pared with Caesar
’ s account of Gaul

111 his De Bello Gallico, vi . 13— 20
,
where Poseidon ius

is freely m ade use of . Owing to the custom am ong
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ancient writers of not acknowledging the sour ces of

their inform ation
,
it is som etim esdifficult to determ i ne

whether a passage should be assigned to Poseidonius

or to Pytheas
,
1 an d the accoun ts of both these explorers

should be com pared .

In extract XXVIII . quoted below Poseidonius

would m ake the term s Celt and Hyperborean syn ony
m ous , but Hyperborean was m ore generally given a

Wider m eaning, and used to connote all the peoples

of Northern Europe includi n g the Celts .

Allthat Poseidoni us relates of the bards , whom he

is the fir st writer to m ention , of the feasting custom s ,
of turning deisz

'

ol, of duels , of fighting tactics , of

weapons
,
&c.

,
is to be foun d in the old Irish saga , the

Tain 136 Cfi alnge, except the custom of hum an

sacrifices which at the beginnm g of the Chr istian era

had seem i ngly ceased to be practised in Ireland .

I . The inhabitants of Britain are said to be

autochthonous , and to have preserved their original

m anners . In war they use chariots , as is related of

ancient Greek heroes in the Troj an war . The houses

they inhabit are un pretentious in appearance, and

for the m ost part bui lt of reeds and wood .

2 They

gather their harvest of corn by cutting off the ears

and placin g them in underground pits . From these

pits they take the gram s longest in store, and m ake of

them their daily food . Their m ann ers are sim ple, and

very far rem oved from the craftiness and corruption

1 For Pytheas, 717110supra, pp . 52—88 .

9 Cf . i nfra , p . 345 , excerpt xi x.
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from the natives
,
and transport it to Gaul . Finally

,

loadi ng it on horses , they j ourney across Gaul on foot

in about 30days to the m outh of the Rhone . Let

thi s satisfy for our accoun t of the tin .

1

III . Having explained the origin of the nam e of

the Galatae} we m ust now speak of the country itself.

Gaul is now inhabited by several tribes of various

populations ; the stronger tribes num bering about

m en ; the weaker about Of these

tribes there is one which to our day has rem ain ed

faithful to an old friendship and affection towards

the Rom ans . 3 As Gaul is to a large extent situated

un der the Bear
,
the Winter there is long an d extrem ely

cold . In the m isty days of the win ter season snow

falls instead of rain ; and when the sky is clear it

freezes into solid ice
,
which transform s the frozen

rivers into natural bri dges . Not only do travellers

j ourneying in sm all parties cross over the ice in perfect

safety
,
but even arm ies num bering tens of thousands

and laden with carts and baggage . Gaul is inter

sected by large and num erous rivers winding through

its plains : som e have their sources in deep lakes ,
som e rush down from the m ountains ; the form er

discharging into the ocean
,
the latter into the Medi ter

ranean . Of the rivers discharging into the Med iter

ranean the largest is the Rhone . It has its rise in the
Alps , and enters the sea by five m ouths . Of the

rivers flowing into the ocean the Danube‘L and Rhi ne

3 The Aedui , vide supra , p . 302, excerpt i .
4 The E lbe is certainly m ean t here.



310 MONU MENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

A 3 A 3 A I A
[00 60 7 019 1109 17009 X7100019 Ka 10ap , 01171179621 9 9609 , 04:61)q

I I A
7 0p030§019 , 1101 7 6710101009 77 64217 7 170 3000010, éXGLpQSO

‘

d /TO

I A A
7 009 7 67000 1107 01110007 09 007 00 P07107 09 .] 1 H0717102 301102
3,

071 7101 7 71017 02 7 07 0002 11070 7 170 K6717 1 11 17
'

0 61301, 7 6712 010
A

710117000 00 7 7100610. II007 69 30GX€80V 07 07 00 7 0700
I A A A

7T77
’YVU 7LGVOL, 7 64)v v 7 0 73619710, 1102 7 00 11710070717100 310

A
7 1700001 11 170 53107 177 0 7 010007 09 7 009 3106050007 09 071 109050

I A
610, 0xvp01007 1607171 000001007

’

007 009 , 000071 17 7 170 31060010
09600002

(i dem v.

IV . 13100 36
'

7 1 1102 7 071030500 0006015061 11070 7 170

7 71 6107 170 7 179 F07107 1
'

09 , 7 6712 00 7 0p071 17 620 0011 0 100

c I 3 A I V A
17
1
7000690. A7 O r

yap 967010179 300601 9 1101 071 11 7 00 7 0610

3 I 3I I 3I I I
610190010006001 7 1771 111007 170 GXOV

'

TGS
‘ 00037107 177 0 1101 3000010,

PI 3 I 3 A A I I A
0107 6 07 0 7 179

1
7179 71 19009 X617107 71 179101ov9 7 019

06709601, 1102 7010 111 17053010 03710067117 11001071700
’

110907100
I I Q I 3 A 3 A

36 007 017 14007 69 710671019 , 0717 a §00010 07 0 060 7 010 00371010
PI 3 I3 3 H II 3 I

7 0 07 710 1101 7 09 609177 09 , 07 0 36 7 010 17 7 010 7 009 000 07 09 .

A10307 17007 6p6071 170 7 00100x009 7 179 11070
1 1 / I 1! 6“ V M I I A

7 00 06710 11p006019 , 007 6 01000, 007 6 6710100067061 . ALOW‘

GP 7 010

F07107010 05 7 007 010 7010 110717 010 07 671 1011006001, 7 000 1107 0

I 3 A A I I
611 7 179 117119179 7 0 7 p000

1

70p60006000 §0909 , 1101

70 11 177050 7 7100007 69 , 701 7 007 010 07 07 710007 1 xp0107 01 .
A

K07 O1VO1 30007 69 1109
’

07 60600150, 700 613009100600007 0 7 010

3 I Q 3I 3 A 3 I
607 071010 01000 0117107 00 6000p0007 01, 1101 310 7 170 67 1900100

3 (II A A 1\

71067101 x710106001 701 7 0701, 1102 069009007 69 , 619 07 000 17

000103619 310900619 7 p6
'

7 0
'

07 01 . A101102 7 071 71027 0301 7 071111030
A

007 071010 3107 170 00015917 01710070715000000100 17170007 01 7 170

7010 P071 070100171010100. 007 01 1
7071 310000 7010 7 71017010

1 The w ords in brackets are additions by Diodorus .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


312 MONU MENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

7 07 00010 7 7100019 , 310 307 179 7 6310309 0005019
I ‘9 3 I A A 1!

110014007 69 7 00 01000, 007 171 006000001 7 10179 7 71 17909 07 107 00
’

313007 69 70p 11 6p00100, 007 171006000001 7 0230, 7 00

7 0007 09 310110000 00616006001 . (idem v .

V . K0701
71000 7 170 1 071 070000pfyvp09 000 7000007100 00

I
8
\ I A 3 I Q I 3I

1
7 1067 01 , Xp0009 6 7 07109 , 00 7 019 G’YXCDPLOLS

‘
17 0019 0060

I I t A t A A
71 67 071716109 1101 1101107 096109 U 7TOUP

'YGL. H 1
7071 7 010 7 07 00010

750019 011071 1009 7 009 0171101009 0760000, 1102 7 029 7010 7 0710

0p010 0769019 7 71000p07 7 0000, 1102 067071009 07 075

0177 0000 11071 010009 , 7 7117p02 X7100000107007 09 . T007 0 3’ 05
1 1 1 I 1 I I 1 1 1

7 671 1 7 09 671
1

700109 00x0710006001 G U I/ 617011 7 69 , 071 17900010 1101

A A
00171107 7 0001 709 0xo0009 7 0 017700 60371009

‘ 310307 010

0307 010 7 179 0006019 707 60086? 7 7100007 69 , 7 0p031300010 00
A I 3 I

T
I

8
\ A I I

7 019 110010019 619 7 170 760106100. 00701 6 701 7 7007 01 0017160

007 69 x7100007 71 17909 , 1107 0Xp0107 01 7 7109 1100000, 0000000 01
°

r
700021169 , 071 7101102 01f 0037069 . II6712 000 1

7071 7 009 110717 009

1102 7 009 67107400009 17107171 10 00710000 307 009 00700009
I A f I

8
I 3 I 3I

1171111009 7 076619 071 0767100009 , 1101 011 7 071 1009 051071 0171009 , 67 1

30967100009
"
13100 307 1 0006015061 1102 7 0p030§00

A 3I A I A A I
7 0710 7 019 0001 K6717 019 7 671 1 7 0 7 606017 7 010 96010 1

7 100060002

3 A f A I 3 A I 3 I
E0 «

yap 7 01 9 1671019 1101 7 60606010 67 1 7 179 X017109 0061060019
3I 3 3 I A A

0
A

6p7117 7 01 7 07109 7000009 0007 696106009 7 01 9 9601 9 1101 7 010

1 I 3

8
1 cl I

8
1

8 8
I

G'YXCOPLCOV 00 619 07 7 67 01 7 007 00, 10 7 170 6101 01000100

11017 671 007 010 7010 K671 70100171007107100 1109
’

(i dem v .

VI. 0530F07107 01 7 029 000 00300000 62010 6001511619, 7 029
I A I 3

300071
‘
g
'

2 110909001 1102 7 019 301100019 0000000 611

A A I
0006019 500900, 071 7101102 3107 179 1107 0011 60179 07 17 7 36000010

A
0035610 7 270 000111270 7 179 7671009 23107 177 0. T1 70000 yap
3 I A I A (I

8
A 9

07 07 710007 1 000107 69 7 09 7 7117609 00067019 , 100 10000619 0101,
A I

1102 07 0 7 010 067 037 010 07 1 7 170 1107100170 1101 7 009 7 60007 09



POSE IDONIU S OF APAMEA 3

they use boats on the navigable rivers and carts across

the level country. They receive fancy prices , for in

exchange for a cask of wine they get a young slave .

V . Gaul is absolutely without silver m ines, but

has a large quantity of native gold . This the people

gather without any toil or trouble . As the waves

break obliquely again st the steep shores they detach

large fragm ents of rock full of gold ingots . Setting

to work the inhabitants diligently collect and grind

the boulders , and washing away the earthy deposits

sm elt the residue in furnaces . Thus they obtain a

quantity of gold which is used for ornam ents , not

only for the wom en but also for the m en ,
for they

m ake bracelets of it which they wear on their wrists

and arm s . They also m ake m assive collars and

rem arkable rings of pure gold and even cuirasses .

l

Respecting tem ples 9 the people of in terior Gaul

furnish a peculiar custom . In the tem ples and

sacred groves of this district are to be found

large quantities of gold consecrated to the gods ;
and

,
although the Celts are excessively fond of

m oney, yet, through fear of the deities, not one

of them dare touch these .

VI . The Galatae are of tall statur e ; they have

soft flesh and white skin . Not only is their hair

naturally blonde , but they endeavour to heighten

this colour by artificial m eans . To m ake the hair

lustrous they wash it frequently in a lotion of lim e .

They twi st it up from the brow towards the top of

1 Cf . i nfra, p . 347, excerpt xxi . 2 Did the Celts build tem ples ‘

l

Ornam ent

Tem ples.
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addressed to their deceased relatives for the dead

to read .

1

VII . When travelling and in war they use two 32
1

100 31
horse chariots

,
which seat a driver and a warrior .

When they encounter horsem en in war they hurl

the j avelin against the foe
,
and then dism ounting

engage the enem y with the sword . Som e of them so

utterly despise death that they expose them selves

naked with only a girdle around their bodi es ? They

bring with them freem en retainers picked from the

poorer class
,
and em ploy them as drivers and body

guards in the fight . Before engaglng in battle they

have a custom of goin g before the lines and challeng
ing the bravest of the enem y to single com bat,
brandishi ng their arm s m eanwhile for the purpose

of terrifying the enem y. If anyone accept the

challenge
,
they sing the prowess of their ancestors

and vaun t their own feats , whi le on their enem ies

they pour abuse
,
and dam p their ardour with their

vituperation . They cut off the heads of their fallen Hum an

foes
,
and attach them to the necks of their steeds .

“Ophles'

The spoils stained with blood they hand to their

retainers to carry, and chant the hym n of victory .

They nail these trophies to the doors of their houses ,
j ust as other people do with anim als captured in

the hunt . As regards the heads of the m ore fam ous

victim s
,
they em balm them with the oil of the cedar

tree, and carefully preserve them in a casket . They

show them to strangers with pride, vaunting that their

ancestors [and them selves had not acquired them
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or brazen chain from their right thigh . Some set

off their tunics with gold or
' silver bands . They

also use pikes which they call lances
,

’ which have Lances.

an iron [top] a cubit long, and adjun cts [wings

not much longer
,
with a breadth of nearly two palms

Their swords are scarcely smaller than the j avelins

of other people ; and their j avelins have longer

points than their swords . Of these j avelins some

are straight, while others are twisted spirally their

whole length . Thus they not only cut but lacerate

the flesh, and on being withdrawn enlarge the wound .

1

IX . Their appearance is awe- inspiring : their

voices are deep and very grufi in conversation they

spare their words
,
expressing themselves in cryptic

sentences
,
and affecting to leave most of their meaning

to be in ferred . They express themselves hyperboli

cally when extolling themselves
,
or deprecating others .

Their speech is threatening
,
strained

,
and dramatic .

They are nevertheless acute—minded
,
and not unapt in

receivin g instruction .

2 They have poets whom they The Bard

call bards
,
who sin g songs of eulogy and of satire

,

accom panym g themselves on instruments very like

the lyre . They also have philosophers and theo The Druic

logian s whom they hold in extreme honour , and name
Drui ds . They possess prophets too who are much The Propl

revered . These prophets predict the futur e from

the flight of bir ds , and from the in spection of the

entrails of victims . Allthe people obey them . They

have a strange and incredible custom
,
particularly

when they con sult the sacr ifi ces on some important
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however
,
include all these tribes under one name and

call them Gauls .

The women of the Galatae are not only equal to the Wom on

men in point of stature but even rival them m pom t

of bravery .

1 Their children at birth are generally of

fair hair
,
which as they grow up assumes the colour

of their fathers ’ . The tribes dwelling in the north

and those neighbour ing on Scythia are very savage.
It is said that they sometimes eat men

,
as do also

the Britons who inhabit Ireland . These nations
,

famed for their courage and ferocity, according to

some writers ravaged all Asia in days gone by . They

were then known under the name of Cimmerians , and

afterwards under the corrupted form
,
Cimbri . From

the earliest times they engaged in brigandage and in

inroads on the territories of others
,
holding all other

people in contempt . It is they who captured Rome ,
pillaged the temple at Delphi

,
rendered a great part

of Europe and no small part of Asia tributary to

them
,
and settled down in the lands of the conquered

people . They received the name of Gallo -

graecian s

from their intermixing with the Greeks . And fi nally

they overthrew many and powerful Roman arm i es .

In accordance with their wild nature they are strangely

sacrilegious in their religious rites . They guard

malefactors for a period of fi ve years , and then, to

honour the gods
,
empale them and burn them on

enormous shields with several other ofi er ings . They

also sacrifi ce prisoners of war in honour of the gods .

With the human victims some of them slaughter
,
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shields
,
some a round shield of the ordinary size .

They enclose their thighs in hairy greaves
,
and cover

their heads with helmets of bronze , decorated with

purple crests . Their swords are two - edged and forged

of excellent iron . In close fi ght they use daggers a

span in length . Their method of manufacturing

their offensive and defensive weapons is peculiar .

They bury the iron blades in the soil , and leave them

there until the rust has eaten away the weaker parts

of the iron and only the strongest remains . It is

from this iron that they manufacture their excellent

swords and other weapons of war . So well made

are these weapons that they cleave everything they

strike no shield , or helmet, or bone can resist their

stroke
,
so excellent is the iron in them .

1 They can

fi ght on foot or on horse . When the cavalry has

broken the enemy ’ s ranks they dismount
,
and

,

forming as infan try, perform prodigies of valour .

They have one very strange custom although careful

of their person
,
and clean in their daily habits

,
they

have one revoltingly fi lthy practice they all bathe

themselves in urine
,
and even brush their teeth in it

,

believing thi s a good means of preserving the health

of their bodies . 2

XII . As to their manners , the Celtiberians are

very cruel to malefactors and towards their enem i es ,
but generous and kindly towards their guests . They

gladly give shelter to travellers in their country, and

vie with one another as to who shall give them hospi

tality . They praise those who accompany strangers
,
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individual who cares to listen to them . They have

also a class kn own as Bards
,
who play the m usic .

These, too , are poets and set outtheir virtues in odes . 1

XV . Poseidon ius states in the twen ty- thi rd book

of his Histories : The Celts during their banquets

som etim es engage in single com bat . Pressing to

gether
,
they attack one another in m im i c warfare

,

and at tim es go so far as to inflict woun ds ; and

then
,
infl am ed with passion , they would even , if not Duels

separated by the spectators , continue the fight to a

fatal term ination .

’ He adds that in earli er tim es ,
when leg- j oints were set before the guests , the bravest

took the thigh- bone and
,
if any of the others

challenged his" claim , the disputants would arise and

settle the m atter by single com bat to the death .

2

Another custom was for certain of them to produce Suicide.

before the assem bly silver or gold
,
or it m ight be a

num ber of wine- j ars and
,
after pledging each other

and distributing the gifts am on g relations and friends
,

they would lay them selves on their backs on planks
,

and a m an would com e forward and cut their throats .

XVI . Poseidon ius, the Stoic , in histories he wr ote

in a spirit so truly consistent with the phi losophy

he professed
, wr iting of the laws and custom s that

prevailed am ong various nations, says : The Celts

serve their guests
,
who recline on seats of grass ,

with food which they place on wooden tables slightly

raised from the ground . The fare consists of a sm all

portion of bread and of m uch m eat brought up floatin g

in water
,
and roasted on coals or on spits . They eat
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is generally taken neat , but som etim es a little water

is added. The poorer classes drink a beer brewed

from wheat , and softened with honey, and m ore often

still wi thout any honey : they call it 0077770. They

all drink from the sam e cup , taking on ly short draughts

at a tim e of not m ore than a cyathus (about —

1
—1-
2 of a

pin t), but the draughts are frequent . A boy carries

the liquor round
,
beginning at the right side and

working round to the left . This is the custom ary

way of servin g them ,
an d in worshipping the gods

they invariably turn towards the right hand .

1

XVII . Continuing , Poseidon ius relates the wealth

of Lyern ius, the father of Bityis, whom the Rom an s

subdued . He aim ed,
’ he says , at becom i n g the

leader of the populace : he m ade it a practice to drive

over the plains in a chariot
,
scatterin g gold an d silver

am ong the crowds of Celts who followed after him .

He en closed a space twelve furlongs square , in whi ch

he erectedWine-presses . These he filled with expensive

win es
,
and with a stock of provisions

,
of such bounteous

quantity
,
that for very m any days anyone who chose

was free to enter and enj oy whatever was prepared

there, bein g waited on the while with the utm ost

attention . On a
'

certain occasion , when he had issued

invitation s to 0 banquet
,
a poet from som e barbarian

tribe
,
who had arrived too late for the feast

,
m et him

on the way and greeted him with an ode extolling

his m un ifi cence, and lam en ting his own bad luck in

com ing too late . Lyerni us was delighted with the



KI

U V I b, U C IC t bl/ U l/
'

Il“R A/ V U flzl/ CLV , ILC '

YU U I (1 7
3
0007 0 7 LL

3/ A A 3 3 Q“ t X A 3 I
195077 7 779 7 779 , 60 779 00007 77 07 61

, 9400000 001 GU GP
'YGO

'

LCLS
‘

3 I I A 3 A I 3 A

009001 7 019 06061 . T007 0 060 000 60 7 77 701 7 77 001 610007 77

507007060.

(Athen aeus , iv .

Fragm en ta Hi stor icorum (7 700007 71771 , vol. i i i . p . 260, Fr ag . 25 .

I A A A I

XVIII . To 36 0007 00 007100, 0 000 F071 71 1000 7 6 001
A 3 I I 3 I

F071 07 1000 007100010, 0061000100 607 1 001 9001000 7 6 001

I A I

7 09607 009 009070, 071 71019 36 07 71000 001 00 310
A 3 I 3 I I 3 A

30 7 007 0 6069109607 69 060 090001 0001001 7 009 7 009 07 01009

A 1 I cl 1 I

001 00060019 001 00 067 0 7 60100600019 , 0107 6 001 60067 0X61
I A A 3 I (I

0107 01 7
7
1 10007 01 7 019 007 00700707 00 696710001 ‘

001 7 0007 6

I (“I 3 3 I? 3I I I
6007167 01 001 07 00 001 00 779 GT UXG 7 000006019 7 00050009

3 Q I )I I
8

I
7 19 007 009 67 010009 GO

‘

XG 7 009 7 00 010 0000, 7 71 770 [9109 001
I 1 1I I I

7 0710779 00300 GXOV
'

TCLS
‘

7 0 G U VdW® VL§Ofl €VOM 7 0007 6109607 69
3 A 3 I I CI I

36 60000019 603130001 7 009 7 0 9607701000, 0107 0 001 7 0136109
CI I A I 3 A I
07 7 60901 001 71 07 010. 7 779 36 6109 7 0 060 60 7 010 001007 010
1 I y 1 1 a I I

607 1 067 071 010 007 010, 7 0 3 60 7 00 7 71779009 0001001 36 007 0
A I A I

7 71 77909 0031019 310 7 0 07 71 000 001 00960007 00, 0000910000
I a 1 A a 1 A I

7 0007 010 7 01 9 0310010901 30000010 061 7 010 7 71 770100. 0001 060
0 1 1 I I 9

8 8
I A

000 60 01077077 7 007 69 6101 6 00X0106001 001 50107 09 007 0 7 0

I I'\ C I 3 f I 3 3 3 f ‘

7 0007 07007 0 7 010 671007 010 007 009 P01001010, 071 71 60 7 010

A I A I 1 A A
7 071 01010 xp00010 7 007 0 71 003000060 7 601 007 010 001 7 010

I A I A A I
0exp1 000 000060007 010 7 000 7 019 P0000001 9 00010010. K01

A I A I 3 A 3

7 00 7 77 00061 001 7 01 9 7 071 17 0000010 60060019 6101 001

07171 7571 019 007 01, 000000 7 6 903000 31op1§o

1 Cf . 30070, p . 321 , excerpt ix.



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


340 MONU MENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

I A t I A I
060770 701 P7700 7 07 0001 001 7 0007 71 77010 07600000 70
A I A

7 716107 0. 0007 1001 7 600 3
’

77P600001
'

0, 00100000010 7 010

I A I A A
7 6 007 1010 060010 7 009 70007 10 001 7 010 0007 10010 7 009 70

d
I
8

a
8
\ I 1 n t

8
,

007 100. 10 7 007 0 0001 7 09 067 00007 00619 007 010001019

Q I I I 3 A
07 00x610 0600060010 07 67177300 001 7 0007007 10,
A 0

0071 7100 36 007 7 000105010 05010007 010, 07
’

071 71010
3 I A A I

00617 700010. 02
’

7 6
c

P0100101 7 07100000 7 007 009

3 I I

6X61pw 0007 0 77 7 009
”

1377009
'

001 ’0107705007 0 7 007 0000 001
I (I I A I 3 3 A

07 000007 0 007 6000 00610019 7 071000007 09 , 7 007 009 3 00 701
I I C I

067 050 X00001 7 007 09 007071 0000, 7 009 00000000 P77000 001
A I 3 A I 3 I

7 010 II0077001010 00010 0007 007 09 . 090001 ’
700 001 007 0

A 3 I 3 I I C 3 3 I
7 7177909 607 17 7 007 69 090001 007 6710007 0, 01 3 67 0016000 001

7 009 0701009 , 071 71 07 6 071 7101 007. 007
’

071710

I A A 3 Q I
06077 71770701001 9 7 071 600007 69 . 6101 060 00000xn7 01 7 007 69
A I I I C I

7 7700061, 3
’

[7 7 07 01 77 WGCOL, 001 007 1 Pa10a 1o19
n c I 1 I I 1 e I

7 779 17 7 6109 00107 77 7 000 7 007 010, 001 36 01 7 000600007 6001
A

001 7 000106001 7 01 007610037 0001 .
(Str abo ,

iv. 0. 4
,

I I I I 1

XIX . T007 010 307 009 B071'ya 9 00107 009 00010, 619 7 607 6

A C I A
0053600 09077 3177077000009 , 70007 050 7 00 P77000 001 7 00

A I (I I 3 I
Alb/ 77009 7 000100007 0 700 01060000, 0107 6 000009 007 6X610

A A I I

7 009 7 770 7 010 Pep/1 00010 000300, K 10,80010 001 T007 00010.

A A A 3 I I
007 010 307 010 13671 7 010 3 07171000009 00107 009 0001 , 067 0 36

I A I A 3

7 007 009 200600101009 . 7 779 36 7 071 0009007 109 07700100 619

I A A
700 70100007 0 00010309 0001 7 010 136717 010

A
7 007 6000 7 010 3000000010 000010 07 710. 60007 01 36 001 7 0



POSE IDONIU S OF APAMEA 341

the Rhine
,
and are

,
in general

,
sim ilar to one another .

Germ any, however , is m ore to the north , if we com pare

the southern and northern parts of the two coun tries .

This is the reason they can so easily change their abode .

They m arch in large num bers in one con cen trated

force , or rather rem ove with all their fam i lies, when

ever they are evicted by som e superior people . They

were subdued by the Rom ans m ore easily than were

the Iberians for the war against the Iberians began

first, and ceased last, while in the m eantim e all

the peoples between the Rhin e and the Pyrenees

were subdued . The latter fought in vast arrays ,
and were overthrown in great num bers

,
whereas the

Iberians kept them selves in reserve , and turned the

war into a series of petty engagem ents , showing

them selves in various parties , now here, now there ,
like ban di tti . They are all by natur e warriors , but

they fight better on horseback than on foot . From

them the flower of the Rom an cavalry is drawn .

The m ost valiant of them dwell towards the north

and n ext the ocean .

XIX . Of these they say the Belgae are the

bravest . They are di vided into fifteen nations
,

and dwell near the ocean between the Rhi ne and the

Loir e , and have therefore sin glehanded withstood

the raids of the Germ ans , Cim bri , and Teutons . The

bravest of the Belgae are the Bellovaci , and after

them the Suessiones . The fact that form erly there

were said to be thr ee hundred thousand Belgae

capable of bearing arm s affords a clue to their
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arched houses , con structed of tim ber and wicker ,
and covered with a heavy thatched roof . They

have so m any sheep an d swin e that they supply

8090 and salted pork in plen ty , n ot on ly to Rom e

but to m ost parts of Italy . Their governm ents

are m ostly aristocracies . In form er tim es they

chose a Chi eftain every year , an d a m ilitary

leader was in like m ann er elected by the m asses ,
but now (i .e. in Strabo ’ s tim e) they are for the

m ost part subj ect to Rom e . They have a peculi ar

custom in their assem blies : if anyone becom es

di sorderly or interrupts the person speakin g
,
an

attendan t advances with sword drawn ,
and com m ands

hi m in a thr eateni ng m ann er to be silent : i i
‘

he

persists , the sam e thing is don e for a second and for a

thi rd tim e , and if he con tinues obdurate the attendant

cuts off a piece of hi s tun i c of such size as to render

the rem ainder useless . The labours of the sexes are

am ong them , as they are indeed am ong very m any

other barbarians
,
the reverse of what they are with us .

l

XX . Am ong [the Gauls] there are generally

thr ee classes to whom special honour is pai d , viz .

the Bards
,
the U atis and the Druids . The Bards

com posed and sun g odcs the U atis attended to the

sacrifices and studied natur e whi le the Drui ds studi ed

nature and m oral phi losophy. So confident are the

people in the justice of the Drui ds that they refer

all private and public disputes to them ; and these

m en on m any occasion s have m ade peace between

arm i es actually dr aw n up for battle . All m urder

Houses.

Polity .

Wom en .
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victim in the back with a sword
,
and divine from hi s

convulsi ve throes . Thev never sacrifice without

the Druids . They are said to have other m anners

of sacrificing their hum an victim s that they pierce

som e with arrows
,
crucify others in their tem ples

,

1

and that they prepare a stack of hay and wood which

they set on fi r e after having placed cattle
, all kinds

of anim als
,
and m en in it ?

XXII . He [Posei don ius] states that the wealth

foun d at Toulouse was valued at about fifteen

thousand talents that part of it was hidden in the

chapels , 1 and part of it in the sacred lakes , and that

it was not coined (m oney)but gold an d silver bullion
that the country abounded in gold

,
and that

the inhabitants
,
being superstitious and living cheaply,

hi d their treasur es in m any different places , the lakes

especially affording hi ding- places for their gold an d

silver bulli on . On obtain i ng possession of the

country the Rom ans put up these sacred lakes to

public sale
,
and m any of the pur chasers foun d

quantities of solid silver in them . In Toulouse there

was a sacred tem ple , 1 greatly revered by inhabitants

of the neighbourhood
,
and consequently richly

endowed by the gifts of num erous donors, whi ch

none dared to touch .

XXIII . He com pares with these the activity and

industry of the Tur detan i , who custom arily cut

tortuous and deep tunnels
,
and drain stream s whi ch

they fr equently
~encoun ter by m eans of Egyptian

screws. As for the rest, they are quite di fferent

Tem ples .

Toulouse

i ts w ealth

sacred lak

i ts tem ple.
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XXV . Poseidonius says that Marcus Marcellus

exacted a tribute of 600 talents from Celtiberia

thi s proves the Celtiberi ans to have been a

populous and wealthy people, though inhabitin g

an unproductive country. Polybius has it that

Tiberius Gracchus destroyed 300 Celtiberian cities.

Poseidon ius laughs at this, and says that to flatter

Gracchus
,
Polybius described as cities towers such

as are exhi bited in trium phal processions .

XXVI . The bricks m ade at Pitane are said to

float upon the water, as was the case with certain

clay in Tyrrhen ia, for the clay, being lighter than an

equal bulk of water, floats on it . Poseidon ius says

that he saw in Spain bricks m ade of an argillaceous
earth

,
with whi ch silver vessels are cleansed

,
floating

upon water .

XXVII . For such fables Poseidon ius j ustly

blam es these authors, and aptly conj ectures
“ that the

Cim bri
,
who led a nom adi c and piratical life

, m i ght

have m ade an expedi tion as far as the di stricts aroun d

the sea of Az of, and that the nam e of the Cim m erian

Bosphorus has been derived from them ,
or to

’

be m ore

correct the Cim brian Bosphorus, for the Greeks call

the Cim bri Cim m er i i . He also says that the Boii

form erly inh abited the Hercynian Forest
,
and that

the Cim bri were repulsed by them w hen
‘

they m ade an

incur sion into these parts, and dr iven towards the
Danube, and the coun try occupied by the Scord isci ,
a Galatic tribe that thence they were driven to the
Tauristae or Taur isci , also a Galatic people ; and

Celti beri s

an d pcpu

The
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