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Four days after clashes
between the Delhi Police

and lawyers in Tis Hazari
Court complex, lawyers on
abstained from work for the
third consecutive day on
Wednesday and closed gates of
all six district courts, including
Saket and Patiala House courts,
denying access to litigants in
the courts.

Also, the Delhi High Court
on Wednesday dismissed the
Delhi Police review petition
and said its November 3 order,
not to take coercive steps
against lawyers, was only in
relation to the two FIRs lodged
on November 2 with regard to
the clash between the police
and lawyers at Tis Hazari
Courts Complex.

A Bench of Chief Justice
DN Patel and Justice C Hari
Shankar said there is no need
for clarification of the
November 3 order as sought by
the Centre. 

The Delhi Police’s first
application was filed on
Tuesday after an on-duty
policeman and a civilian were
allegedly thrashed by advo-
cates outside Saket Court
premises on Monday and
Tuesday. Another application
was moved by the Centre on
Wednesday seeking modifica-
tion of the November 3 order
by which two senior police offi-
cers connected to the clash
were directed to be transferred.

The Bench disposed of
both applications, saying a

judicial enquiry has already
been initiated and the panel
carrying out the probe would
function uninfluenced by its
observations in the November
3 order.

The High Court order stat-
ed that the bar and the police
establishment represent and
constitute, as it were, the pre-
server, and the protector of the
rule of law. “They are but the
two faces of the coin of justice.
We are hopeful that if a sincere
attempt is made in this direc-
tion, peace and harmony will
ultimately prevail,” the Bench
stated in its order. 

However, Bar Council of
India (BCI) chairman Manan
Kumar Mishra said no incident
of violence involving lawyers,
police and the public will be
tolerated and action will be
taken against the guilty. He also
accused policemen of making
provocative statements against
judges and lawyers during their
protests outside the police
headquarters.

Meanwhile, in Rohini
court, two lawyers allegedly
tried to commit suicide on
Wednesday. One lawyer took
off his clothes and poured
kerosene on his body threat-
ening to immolate himself,
while another advocate
climbed atop a building on the
premises. 

Police said they did not
receive any PCR call in con-
nection with the two incidents
at the Rohini court. The
lawyers raised slogans while lit-
igants were standing outside

the gates of the courts. 
While in Saket courts sev-

eral litigants returned to their
homes after they were not
allowed to enter the court
premises by the lawyers. “All
gates are locked and lawyers are
not letting us in. We have
urged and requested them sev-
eral times. I had a last day of
filling my challan,” said Amrik,
a resident of Malviya 
Nagar.

The BCI said the lawyers
will withdraw the strike and
resume work from Thursday
and action will be taken against
the guilty lawyers. 

����� 3��'345�6(5)'�*)/5

India has expressed its unhap-
piness on Pakistan’s official

video on Kartarpur corridor
featuring three Sikh separatist
leaders, including Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale and his mili-
tary adviser Shabeg Singh, who
were killed during the
Operation Blue Star in 1984.

In Chandigarh, Punjab
Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh said the video showed
Pakistan’s “hidden agenda” in
opening the corridor. Officials
of the Union Home Ministry
and the Ministry of External
Affairs in Delhi said they have
raised protest with Pakistan
authorities.

The video was released on
Monday ahead of the inaugu-
ration ceremony of the much-
awaited corridor, which will
connect the Dera Baba Nanak
shrine in India’s Punjab with
Darbar Sahib at Kartarpur in
Pakistan, just 4 kilometres
from the International Border. 

The video also showed a
poster by a banned pro-
Khalistani group, the Sikhs for
Justice, which is pushing for

Sikh Referendum 2020 as part
of its separatist agenda.

Commenting on the video
clip, Amarinder said, “All this
is what I have been saying from
day one, that Pakistan has a
hidden agenda here.”

During the Kartarpur cor-
ridor talks, India had con-
veyed its strong concerns to
Pakistan over the presence of a
leading Khalistani separatist

in a committee appointed by
Islamabad on the project.

Notwithstanding a chill in
bilateral ties over Kashmir,
Pakistan and India after tough
negotiations signed a land-
mark agreement last week to
operationalise the historic
Kartarpur corridor to allow
Indian Sikh pilgrims to visit the
holy Darbar Sahib in Pakistan.

India has asked Pakistan to

clarify whether passport will be
required to visit Kartarpur
Sahib, Government sources
said on Wednesday. Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan
had tweeted that passport will
not be required, but according
to the agreement, passport will
be needed.

If there is a change, the
agreement has to be amended,
the sources said.
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The BJP on Wednesday said
that its delegation would

meet Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari on
Thursday as the buck stopped
with the single largest party
after the NCP-Congress
alliance put the onus on the saf-
fron alliance partners to form
the next Government in
Maharashtra. 

After having kept on
repeating since Tuesday that
the media would “get to hear
good news anytime from now”,
senior State BJP leader and
Finance Minister in the outgo-
ing Government Sudhir
Mungantiwar finally said that
BJP president Chandrakant
Patil and he would meet the
Governor, on behalf of outgo-
ing Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, on Thursday and
brief him about the current
political situation in the State.

“You will get to hear good
news any time. ‘Mahayuti’ (BJP,
Shiv Sena and allies) will form
the Government. There is no
need for people in Maharashtra
to get worried. If a Government
is formed it is going to be that
of ‘Mahayuti’, whoever wants to
think otherwise,” he said.

I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,
Mungantiwar’s statement that
the BJP would provide “infor-
mation” can in no way be con-
strued that at its Thursday’s
meeting with the Governor, the
party will stake claim for form-
ing a new Government.

Leave alone getting letter of
support from the Shiv Sena that
has a strength of 56 MLAs and
enjoys the support of another
six to seven MLAs, the BJP,

which has 105 MLAs of its own
and claims to enjoy the support
of another 15 independent
MLAs, is still short of 25 MLAs
to stake a claim for forming the
Government.

At its Thursday’s meeting
with the Governor, the BJP will
in all likelihood be exploring
the possibility of getting an
invite from Raj Bhavan to form
a new Government in the 
State.

Despite Mungatiwar’s
claim, Shiv Sena spokesperson
Sanjay Raut said there is no
change in his party’s stand on
sharing the Chief Minister’s
post on a rotational basis nor
had the Sena received any
power-sharing proposal from
its senior saffron ally.
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Pollution levels dropped fur-
ther on Wednesday in Delhi

due to clearer skies and moder-
ate wind with Air Quality Index
(AQI) at 267, about 100 points
down from Tuesday’s count. The
air quality  improved from “very
poor” category to “poor” cate-
gory. 

The situation will further
improve on Thursday due to
strong winds and rain. However,
weather experts fear a cloud
cover at night and drizzle could
lead to deterioration of air qual-
ity for some time on Friday. But
the air will keep on improving
from Saturday.

The levels of PM2.5 — tiny
particulate matter less than 2.5
microns in diameter that can
enter into the lungs and event the
bloodstream — dropped to 107

micrograms per cubic metre
(ug/m3) in the Delhi-NCR
region.

Meanwhile, the System of
Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting And Research
(SAFAR) on Wednesday said that
though Punjab recorded the sea-
son’s highest farm fire count of
6,668 on Tuesday, its impact on
Delhi’s air quality on Wednesday
was meager 3 per cent due to the
favourable wind direction.

According to senior IMD
scientist Kuldeep Srivastava, clear
sky or absence of clouds allowed
sunray to reach the ground,
warming up the air close to the
ground which cleared the pollu-
tants.

The PM10 concentration
was 226 ug/m3 at 1.30 pm. The
safe levels of PM2.5 and PM10
are 60 ug/m3and 100 ug/m3,
respectively.
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Agroup of lawyers of the
Alwar district court on

Wednesday beat up up four
police officials, including a
woman constable and a
Haryana cop, amid the per-
sisting tiff between the men in
‘khaki’ and black robes in the
national capital.

“The advocates beat up a
woman constable, two male

constables of Rajasthan police
and one head constable of the
Haryana Police. The police-
men were doing their job but
advocates thrashed them,” said
Alwar Superintendent of
Police Paris Deshmukh.

Deshmukh told PTI that
four cases have been registered
with two police stations in
Alwar for thrashing of the four
police officials on the district
court premises.
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In a big push to finance stalled
housing projects, the Centre

has decided to offer a mega
bailout package of �25,000
crore. The Government will
rope in State bank of India
(SBI) and Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) to fund the
package that would revive near-
ly 1,600 stalled housing projects
comprising 4.58 lakh housing
units across the country.

The projects will include
ones that have been declared
bad loans or admitted for insol-
vency proceedings.

The Government hopes
that in addition to providing
relief to homebuyers, the move
will also create massive
employments and boost the
economy by creating demand
in steel, cement, paint and
ceramic sectors. The decision
was finalised at the Union
Cabinet at a meeting held on
Wednesday under the chair-
manship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Announcing the decision,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said the
Government will put in
�10,000 crore in this alternative
investment fund (AIF) while
SBI and LIC would provide
�15,000 crore, taking the total

size to �25,000 crore.
The fund size would

increase as sovereign and pen-
sion fund are expected to par-
ticipate in this AIF that can be
utilised even by the projects
which have been declared non-
performing assets or are facing
insolvency proceedings,
Sitharaman added. 

The AIF, which was first
announced by Sitharaman on
September 14, will act as a “spe-
cial window” to provide loans
to over 1,600 incomplete
affordable and middle-lower
income housing projects.

Sitharaman said the
scheme is a modified version of
the September 14 plan. The key

change is allowing the AIF to
fund projects that lenders may
have declared as non-per-
forming assets (NPAs) or
which have been dragged to the
NCLT for insolvency proceed-
ings. 

She, however, said only
RERA-registered projects with
positive net worth will be pro-
vided funds.

The AIF funds will be
released in stages through an
escrow account and will be
contingent upon completion of
the approved phase, she said,
adding the size of the fund may
be increased with the partici-
pation of sovereign and pen-
sion funds. 
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Chief Minister Kamal Nath on Wednesday
called on Chairman and CEO of Emirates

Airlines Group Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al
Maqtoum and discussed starting Emirates
flight for Indore-Dubai. Sheikh Maqtoum
assured to take a decision in this regard soon.
During this meeting at the airline headquarters,
Chief Secretary SR Mohanty and other state offi-
cials were present.

During this meeting a detailed discussion
was held between the Chief Minister and
Maqtoum on the construction of logistics hub
in Madhya Pradesh by the Emirates Group.

Besides, Chief Minister Kamal Nath held
discussions with the representatives of
Hyperloop One Company during his visit to
Dubai. Discussion as regard to the establishment
of Hyperloop based Cargo System in Indore-
Bhopal-Jabalpur took place in the meeting.

Tanveer Saulat of a giant IT Company
Synechron Inc also met the Chief Minister
Kamal Nath and held initial discussion on set-

ting up an IT Park in Bhopal. A detailed pro-
ject report pertaining to the establishment of IT
Park will be submitted to the Madhya Pradesh
Government by the Company soon.

*(	�����	+�������	���
�����
*+,	���	-�����.�����	�
�#��	

������	�������	�����	��������	�� �	����	 ����	����� ��
���	�!"	��	! ������	#������$	%�����	#� ��	&��	%����	#
������� $	��	���	������'�	����(�������$	��	��&��	��
��������� �������	
����

�����	
���	�� ��	)������	�������	���	*�����	��	���	������������	��	���	�������*�	���+,-./	��	0��
�	��	���������	
�������	
����

�������	
������ ����������������	
������"����������3 RNI Regn. No. MPENG/2004/13703,  Regd. No. L-2/BPLON/41/2006-2008

	$"#)��$����*+,-

�%����.��%�����/����	!�	��0.�12*34����	��*15-��*672

��
'%#&#'&�4
053�)/(5�=3,�
8>�435

5'$1*�66
/3%��3�>8/�0/��$���/)(3,�,33
),�%)/8�303/,�>8/�+#;�343(0�8

(��� ���6*, $$(� 1;2
?)���,��
������3!�������)����
�	��

-#-0�#.7�68
�)@,�08�5)'43
@8�/�(5�4'

���������	�
�����
�

$�	�������>�� ��
'345���4�(�8� %58$)4��%5�%)3,�)/

/)(5��/)�$�/ (5)'�*)/5�
'35/)'� 5@'3/)%)'�=�7)@�)')

����������
 !��"#����$��
�$%����&�'()�
*+�"�)&�




�����	�������� ���������� ����� !� ��"#�$%&'

�������	
��	��������	�	����	�
���	��
�	��	��
��	��	����	��������	�������	
��	�������	
�	�� !"	#���$"	�!"�%&!��	����	��'()*+(),+()-	������	"	�����
�	"�������
�	���
	.��������
	#���
�	/	01232)+	4�'�'5	
��	��������	
�	(62	�
��	������7	/	2��	8����+	�'�'	�
9
�+	:���	(+	#���
�/0123((	4�'�5+	%��������;	3*66/2663-**+	��';	3-,-)()3)10'
&�����;	��
��
�	����
+	!�"	!�9�'	��'	��&�.<2330<()*3)+		!�9�'	��'	�/2<#��=�<0(<2331/233,+	�"!	�>!� �!.&	��	!�'	('33	&
��;	�
�����
+	!
����+	#��
���?
�+	�����	���	@���;	���
�	A	�����

�	�����;		#
�9
����	A	�����
�'	�����
�	;	��
B��
��+	C����	=�����;	��'	1+	#�����	.��
	#�
?
�+	#
�
���	��
�	:
�
�	�
�9+	��?	C����/((3	332+
�����;	3((/03((3066+	��������
����	=�����;	8/)(+	������	1+	�="C�+	.
��
�	#���	�
9
�/23()3(+	>'�'	�����;	3(23/0,*-,33	A	0,*--33+	���
�	=�����;	C������
	����D
��	�����	��';	3-,1*6*6-))+	3-,-2,2-26-+	���D��?	=�����;	0��	8����+	�
�
�
	�������9	������+	8
�E

�	!�
�+	���D��?	221	3(1'	%���������;	3622/2)0100)+	2)01000+	2)01006'

��������	
�
�	�������
	���
	���	�������	���	�

�	���
�	��	�����	
�����	��	����������	����	�����������	��	�
���	����	��	��
	���������	���	���
���������	����	 �����������	���
�	��	����	�����������	��	�
�
�	���	�
�
�
��
	���	����	���	�
	���
�	��	������	��������	��	��	�������	��	��	��	��	��
	����
���	
�������	�������
���	���	�����
��	���	�
��
��	���	��	���	��
	��	�
�����������	���	��
�����
	��	����	��	��	�
�����	�	�������
�	��	����	�����������	��	���	���	��
	�
����	��	��	������	���
�	��	��
	�����	��	����	�����	���	������
�	��
	����
��	��	��
	
�������
	������������	��	����
�
��	�����	���	������	��	�
���� 
�	�
���	����	!
��
��	��
	�����
�	���	�
"�
��
�	��	�
���	���	�

�	����������
	�����
	��	������	��
��
��
�	�����	��
	�
�����	��	��	����	��	���
����
�
��	�
���

�
��������	��	��	����
���	�������
�	��	����	�
�����
��	#�
	�����
��	�������
��	
�����	���	��	
����

	��	��
	$���

�	%����&�	����	���	�
	�
��	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	���
	�	��
	���
����
��	��	��
	��������	'	�
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	���
	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	����
"�
��
�	���	�����
�	�������(�
���
�	�����
�	��	����	���
����
�
����

���  ��	����	��� %58$)4

Minister for Cooperative
Govind Singh has said

that those officers-employees,
who are causing loss to the
District Cooperative Banks,
should be dismissed and those
who are doing a good job
should be promoted.

Along with this, recruit-
ment process as per the rules
should be initiated immediate-
ly to fill the vacant posts after
obtaining necessary permis-
sion from the Commissioner
Cooperative.

Amount should be recov-
ered from the people involved
in financial misappropriation
and also FIR should be regis-
tered against them.

Govind Singh was review-
ing the functioning of the
District Cooperative Banks of
Bhopal and Hoshangabad divi-
sions at the auditorium of

APEX Bank on Wednesday.
The Cooperative Minister

mentioned that the District
Cooperative Banks have an
important role in the
Cooperative Movement. 

Therefore, it is necessary to
improve their financial condi-
tion.

In the past years, their
financial condition has wors-
ened. By organizing divisional
meetings constantly, the Senior
Officers should review their
functioning.

The Commissioner
Cooperative MK Agrawal has
informed that excluding that of
Sagar and Jabalpur, all other
meetings have already been
held and this process will con-
tinue in future too.

Principal Secretary
Cooperative Ajit Kesri
informed that the Cooperative
Banks mainly function to give
short term loans to the farmers.

He stressed the need for recov-
ering of loans in time.

During the district wise
review of the District
Cooperative Banks, it has been
found that the time barred
(NPA) amount of all the banks
is the highest.

No concrete efforts have
been made at the banks level to
recover the loans.

Minister Dr. Singh direct-
ed that time barred loans in
maximum should be recov-
ered in the next one 
year.

During the district wise
review of the Cooperative
Banks, it has been found that
Bhopal does have institutional
deposit but individual deposit
is almost nil. 

Efforts should be made to
get individual deposit. Along
with this time barred loans
should be recovered. The
amount of time barred loan in

Betul district is �143 crore. An
amount of �100 crore will be
recovered by June 30. Similarly,
the amount of time barred
loan in Raisen district is �148
crore and it was informed by
the officer of the district that an
amount of �48 crore will be
recovered by end June.

In the review of Rajgarh
District, it has been found that
the condition of the
Cooperative bank is in dol-
drums because of the loan
imbalance and financial irreg-
ularities. 

It has time barred loan of
�183 crore. Singh directed for
recovery in the cases of finan-
cial irregularities and for regis-
tering FIR. 

In Vidisha district, the time
barred loans of �45 crore are
remaining and the same should
be recovered by next June.
During the review of
Hoshangabad district, the con-

dition was found critical.
The district has time barred

loan of �292 crore comprising
mostly non-agriculture loan.
Cases are also underway against
many employees.

In many cases, stay has also
been given by the concerned
Asst/ Dy Registrar.

Taking all these matters
seriously, the Minister Singh
directed that the disciplinary
action should be taken against
such Asst/ Dy Registrar and
their salary-increment should
be stopped.

It has been found while
reviewing the Sehore District
that the Cooperative Bank had
time barred loan worth �38
crore in the year 2016-17, which
has gone up to �280 crore in the
year 2018-19.

No concrete efforts have
been taken by the bank as
regard to recovery of 
loans.
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Bhopal: Mechanical
Engineering Department of
Sagar Institute of Science and
Technology (SISTec) Gandhi
Nagar is conducting a 10-day
training to Motor Transport
Officers of Shastra Seema Bal
(SSB) on Strategy Diagnosis &
Repair of Automotive
Mechatronics & Mechanics.
The training is conducted by
Prof Sanjay Chhalotre, an
expert in automobile engi-
neering who will be sharing the
technical and non-technical
aspects of automotive engi-
neering which will benefit the
officers.

The training will also be
comprised of theory sessions in
morning followed by hands on
training in practical sessions in
afternoon. The training is

aimed to address diagnosis
and repair of Automotive
Mechatronics & Mechanics in
traditional and hybrid vehicles
to resolve problems, address
crisis situation, preventive
maintenance, sensor checks
etc. In Mechatronics training
will benefit the officers on
Ignition System, Fuel
Management System, air
induction systems, mechanical
electric sensor circuits etc
whereas mechanics will focus
on engine cooling system,
engine lubrication system,
transmission system manual
and automatic, steering &amp;
axle system, brake systems,
suspension systems, wheels
system, pulling and lubrication
system etc to solve problems
and address crises situations.

The training got inaugu-
rated by Keshwendra Principal
SISTec, Swati Saxena– Vice
Principal SISTec, BS Kushwaha,
Sr Administrator and Prof
Ravishanker V Choudri, Head
of Mechanical Department and
will conclude on November 14
with doubt clearing session.
Siddharth Sudhir Kumar
Agrawal, Managing

Director, Sagar Group,
congratulated Team SISTec for
organizing the training and
contributing towards building
nation.

SISTec has been rated with
AAA ratings by Career 360 and
has bagged the prestigious
ASSOCHAM Award for the
‘Emerging Engineering
Institute of the Year – Central
India’. SR
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A30-year-old woman was
sexually exploited for the

past six years and duped to the
tune of �6 lakh in the name of
providing house at low price.
Kolar police have registered a
case and started investigation.

According to the police, the
victim was sexually assaulted
and exploited by the accused
Sunil for the past six years and
during the period he assured
victim of marriage and con-
tinued to sexually exploit her.

The victim came into con-
tact with the accused around
six years ago and victim was
lured by the accused of mar-
riage. The two developed rela-
tionship and the victim was
accompanied by the accused
started to live with the accused

where she was sexually assault-
ed.

Later, when the victim
asked her of marriage, the
accused threatened her of life
and escaped from his house.
The victim approached Kolar
police and lodged a complaint.

Based on the complaint,
the police have registered a case
under sections 376 and 506 of
the IPC. The accused sexually
assaulted the victim for the first
time in November 2013.

During the investigation
police found that the accused

work as property dealer and
lured the victim that his wife
suffers from illness and he
would marry her after wife’s
death. The victim later found
that the accused has cheated
her and he had only exploited
her. In the past few years
accused also duped her of Rs 6
lakh in the name of providing
house at low price.

Accused went absconding
after the complaint was lodged
by the victim. Search for the
accused has been started and
few places have been raided.
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The fire-brand Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) MLA

who in the past has lost cool on
multiple occasions is under
the scanner for threatening
Treasury Officer Vivek Gharu
at latter’s office in Patharia of
Damoh district.

A video doing rounds on
social media shows the MLA
Rambai Singh is slamming the
officer over slackness in the
utilisation of MLA’s discre-
tionary funds and security
deposits saying if the officer
wants money he can opt for
posting somewhere else.

“If you do not leave on
your own, I know how to make
you leave from here, the MLA
told the officer. The MLA had
reportedly received the report
that the officer was seeking
bribe from the village
sarpanchs to release govern-
ment funds.

Rambai in the past has
publically slammed
Government officers.

In another incident, the
police also booked Youth
Congress leader Sanjay Yadav
and another person in con-
nection with threats issued to
Janpad Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer of Vijaypur in
Sheopur district. Yadav is the
nephew of Animal Husbandry
minister Lakhan Singh Yadav.

Audio clips of the conver-
sation went viral on Whatsapp
on Tuesday. The CEO had
complained to police of receiv-
ing life threats by Sanjay Yadav
and his associate over non-
resumption of one civil work in
the janpad panchayat area. The
work was earlier stopped over
financial irregularities.

The loud mouth youth
leader was captured in media
cameras while he was explain-
ing his clout at police station.

Reacting to the incident,
the minister uncle claimed that

his nephew is a responsible
leader of Youth Congress and
stated that the government
officer must have done some-
thing unusual so the youngster
lost his cool. I would speak to
my nephew on the matter, he
added.

Commenting on such inci-
dents, BJP spokesperson
Ranjneesh Agrawal alleged that
Congress MLAs and ministers
till now were treating the gov-
ernment as their private limit-
ed company and now their kin
are threatening officers and
assaulting government staffers.

The Congress party must
not forget that power is a
means to serve the public and
if they try to unleash terror,
public would not spend much
time in showing them their
actual worth, said Agrawal.
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Bhopal: District collector has
imposed prohibitory orders
under section 144 of the CrPC
on social media platforms and
group messages in the wake of
upcoming Ayodhya case ver-
dict likely before November 17.

After imposing the pro-
hibitory orders in the State cap-
ital taking precautionary action
district administration is letting
no stone unturned and has
took to the social media which
has been witnessed as one of
the most critical tools in wors-
ening the situation during
emergency.

Chhola Mandir police have
arrested Jagmohan Sharma on

the charge of posting an objec-
tionable comment on a partic-
ular religion after a complaint
was lodged by group admin
Rahul Sahu on October 24,
2019 against the accused.
Police have registered a case
under section 295 A of the IPC
and arrested the accused.

Taking cue from the inci-
dent, the district administra-
tion which has geared up for
maintaining the law and order
situation imposed section 144
of the CrPC on social media
platforms.

The imposition over social
media would hold the admin-
istrator of the group responsi-

ble for any posting photo-
graph, videos and comment
inciting religious sentiment
resulting in disturbing of com-
munal fabric. The administra-
tor has to inform the police
regarding the comments and
photographs which could incite
religious sentiments. The police
and administration have
appealed to the citizens that
they could inform police
regarding posting of inciting or
degrading comments or pho-
tographs over social media
platforms WhatsApp,
Facebook, Instagram or could
inform over 7049106300
regarding the same. SR
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Passing Out Ceremony of the
Technical Entry Scheme (TES) 34

Course from Cadets Training Wing,
Military College of
Telecommunication Engineering
(MCTE), Mhow was conducted on
Tuesday with full military 
grandeur.

The Ceremony, presided over by
the Chief Guest, Lt Gen Milind
Bhurke, VSM, Commandant, Military
College of Telecommunication
Engineering (MCTE) and Colonel
Commandant, Corps of Signals
marked the culmination of three
years of training of the Gentlemen
Cadets (GCs) of the Passing Out
Course and their transformation into
young dynamic officers of Indian
Army.

The medals were awarded by Lt
Gen Milind Bhurke, VSM,
Commandant, Military College of
Telecommunication Engineering
(MCTE) and Colonel Commandant
Corps of Signals. In his address to the
Gentlemen Cadets, the Chief Guest

congratulated the Passing Out Course
on successfully completing the train-

ing and reminded them of what the
nation expects from them, especially

in view of the rapid technological
advancements, prevailing counter

insurgency environment and the stel-
lar role Army has been playing to
ensure the territorial integrity of our
nation.

The General Officer also com-
plemented the Gentlemen Cadets of
Passing Out Course for their excellent
turnout and exceptional drill move-
ments. WCC Shivam Singh was the
proud recipient of the General Officer
Commanding in Chief (GOC-in-C)
Army Training Command (ARTRAC)
Gold medal and GOC-in-C ARTRAC
Trophy for standing First in the over-
all order of merit.

WCQM Shubham Shahi was the
recipient of the GOC-in-C ARTRAC
Silver medal and the GOC-in-C
ARTRAC Bronze medal was received
by PCC Devvrat Kalia.

Arjun Platoon won the coveted
GOC-in-C ARTRAC Banner for
standing First amongst the four
Platoons. These Gentlemen Cadets
will now proceed to Officer Training
Academy, Gaya for Passing Out
Parade before getting commissioned
as officers in Indian Army on
December 07, 2019.
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A35-year-old woman was
found dead late in the

night on Tuesday at her house
in Semra Kalan under Ashoka
Garden police station area.

After the body was spotted
by deceased Sunita Ahirwar’s
husband she was rushed to a
nearby hospital where she was
declared dead.  Locals
informed the police and on the
receipt a police team reached
the spot and started investiga-
tion.

The husband found the
deceased lying over floor and
took her to hospital.  Police said
that the doctors have claimed
that the deceased died of poi-
sonous insect bite as bite marks
were found below the eyes of
the deceased.

After the preliminary
investigation the body was sent

for the post mortem. The police
have registered a case under
section 174 of the CrPC and
started further investigation.
The husband would be ques-
tioned in the further investi-
gation, said police.

Meanwhile, a 36-year old
man committed suicide by
hanging with the ceiling at

Satnami Nagar under Piplani
police station area on Tuesday.
According to the police, Satish
Pal was found hanging at the
shop and he was taken to hos-
pital where he was declared
dead.

Police said that the
deceased Deepak Tandia was
found hanging and later rushed
to a nearby hospital where the
doctors declared him dead.
The reason behind the suicide
would be investigated in the
further investigation.
Statements of family members
are yet to be recorded which
could help in revealing the rea-
son behind the suicide.

After the preliminary
investigation the body was sent
for the post mortem. The police
have registered a case under
section 174 of the CrPC and
have started further investiga-
tion.
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Nishatpura police have
nabbed two miscreants

involved in robbery of gold
chain from a woman in front of
V Mart at Bhanpur on
November 4 and recovered
gold chain worth �55,000 and
motorbike used in the crime on
Wednesday.

Police said that during the
investigation the miscreants
were tracked and were identi-
fied as Majid Shah (19) and
Salman alias Kaifi Khan (25) of
Nishatpura.

The accused hold crime
record. Majid has been booked
by Koh-e-Fiza, Gandhi Nagar
and Nishatpura police stations
for robbery, assault and pos-
session of weapons illegally. 

Salman has been booked
by Nishatpura and
Teelajamalpura police stations
for robbery, burglary and pos-
session of weapons 
illegally.

During the investigation
police tracked the motorbike

used in the robbery and details
of the bike are under investi-
gation. 

Acting on a tip off regard-
ing youth involved in the rob-
bery police team nabbed
Salman with the bike used in
the robbery and when he was
quizzed he confessed that he
had targeted a woman at V
Mart and escaped with gold
chain along with his aide 
Majid.

Based on the information
Majid was tracked and arrest-
ed. From their possession
police have recovered the
robbed gold chain worth
�55,000 and bike. \

The Modus Operandi of
the accused was to target lone
woman carrying purse and
mobile phone.

In the further investigation
more crimes would be revealed
from the three accused. Majid
is a habitual offender of
Nishapura area and has been
arrested for three cases of
assault and threatening of 
life.
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The third day was marked by
a sponteneous performance

of play 'Chandalika'. The play
was performed at Ravindra
Bhavan here on Wednesday. 

The play was directed by
Usha Kanwal.

Omkar Singh Markam,
Minister of Tribal Affairs
Department, Government of
Madhya Pradesh also attended
the program. He was honored
by the University Registrar,
Vijay Singh by presenting
memento. 

Usha Ganguly said that
few changes were made in the
play to make it relevent with
current situation. The basis of
Chandalika's performance is
the cycle of life which also
includes the misbehavior hap-
pening with nature. The play
also highlights the relationship
between mother and daughter
and many untouchable subjects
of society.

This presentation of 1 hour
and 20 minutes touched many
aspects of life, about which

Gururdev Rabindranath Tagore
wrote. 

The play performed well
with the performers and the
music convention. The play is
slightly adapted from the orig-
inal, retaining the original
essence to captivate the audi-
ence. The use of Hindustani lan-
guage works to touch the heart.

The drama narrates the
tragedy of ‘untouchability’ in
the country. The play is an
adaptation from Rabindranath
Tagore’s work, ‘Chandalika’
based on a story from a
Buddhist text.

This kind of discrimination
between the urban and rural
community has given an
opportunity to the rise of
exploitation and agitation
among the people. It is a
Bengali drama by
Rabindranath Tagore focuses
on this issue and a stern step
took by a poor untouchable girl
‘Prakrati’.

The play focuses on
Prakrati on stage and she seems
upset and demean. Suddenly
the follower of Gautam Budh

‘Ananda’ appears before her and
asks for some water to drink.
She tells him of being an
untouchable, but Ananda treats
her as a normal human being.

Being captivated towards
him and rejected Prakriti com-
pels her mother to cast a magic
spell on him. In the meanwhile,
Prakriti’s heart goes through a
change and realizing her follies
she asks her mother to take
back the spell on the cost of her
mother’s life. She and her
mother ask forgiveness from
Ananda and he welcomes them
in Buddhism.

The play followed the emo-
tions of a human nature. While
showing the conflict of love in
its varied forms, the play
showed the desolate reality of
the society disparity, preju-
dice, exploitation and the uni-
versal search for love and hap-
piness.

The audiences were
awestruck by the performance
of the artists. It was a mass treat
for the audiences to watch the
drama Chandalika with such
beautiful performance.
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The day three at the Vishwa
Rang festival was a mix of

various events, from Poetry ses-
sions to soulful violin music to
various discussions and music
and drama, it had it all. 

The day kicked off with the
violin play by Amit Malik. He
played various hymns like raam
ka gungaan kariye, baaje
muraalliya, vaishno bhajan and
a lot more. The performance
was highly applauded by the
audience.

The day followed with the
hindi poetry sessions. The two
sessions drenched the hearts of
poetry lovers, in which poets
from all over the country
shared  their views on various
topics in the best poetic lines.
these sessions were chaired by
senior poet Ritu Raj and
Leeladhar mandloi.

Along with this, Chcelllor

and Litterateur Santosh
Choubey of Tagore University
and many others were present.
The young heart emperor Kavi
kumar Anupam, who was con-
ducting the session begin it
with poems like Adhurapan
and Pita.

Great poet Muktibodh was
revisited with a short film
Aatm Sambhava based on the
poems of Gajanand
Muktibodh. It showed his con-
tribution to the Indian
Literature. 

With these sessions the
book Shabd, Dhwani aur
Drashya was launched. It is a
compilation of interviews of 11
creators, painters, poets.

Meanwhile, in the after-
noon a discussion session was
held on the topic Backstage of
Theatre at Swaraj Bhawan.

The session discussed and
signified the importance of
the backstage management
activities. Highlighting the role
of backstage in any play the
guests Usha Ganguly the
prominent theatre artist and
Anoop Joshi the famous light
director expressed their views
by saying  that once where the
people from the backstage were
not even been called  on stage
but now the scenario has
changed  and without them its
not even possible to imagine
the theatre. They further added
that the backstage contributes
the most to any drama.
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Madhya Pradesh State
Shooting Academy play-

er Manisha Keer gave the coun-
try a gold medal at the Trap
Junior Mixed Event in the 14th
Junior Asian Shooting
Championship held in Doha
Qatar from November 3 to 14. 

Academy player Manisha
Keer earned the medal in the
championship scoring 67
points and her partner Jaipur
player Vivan Kapoor scoring 71
points.

Minister of Sports and
Youth Welfare Jeetu Patwari has
congratulated and congratu-
lated the performance of gold
medal winning player Manisha
Keer. He said that the daugh-
ters of Madhya Pradesh are
showing excellent talent in
international competitions and
winning medals and increasing

the pride of the country and the
state. 

We are proud of the daugh-
ters of the state. Director Sports
and Youth Welfare S. L.
Thoussen also expressed hap-
piness over this achievement of
Manisha. He has praised
Manisha for her performance.

The sports director said
that an international level
shooting academy has been set
up in the capital, through
which the sports players of the
state are being provided world
class sports facilities.

It may be mentioned that
Manisha Keer, a player of
Madhya Pradesh State
Shooting Academy, has earned
a gold, a silver and two bronze
medals in international com-
petitions and 28 medals includ-
ing 20 gold, one silver and three
bronze in national competi-
tions.

Bhopal: A 25-year-old
Rajasthan based youth died
while three others were injuried
after a pick-up loading van was
hit by a mini-truck near
Gurukul College under Berasia
police station area in the wee
hours on Wednesday.

According to the police
four injured were rushed to
hospital where one of the
injured was declared dead. The
deceased was identified as
Jasram Gurjar of Alwar
Rajasthan.

Deceased was driving the
van bearing registration num-
ber RJ02GV6810 and was on its
way from Rajasthan to Bhopal
and at the time of the incident
one more person was present in

the van who escaped with
injuries. Police suspect that he
was the owner of the goods and
van but his statements are yet
to be recorded.

Investigating Officer ASI
PS Kirar said that at the time
of the incident the road was
deserted but due to darkness
vehicles failed to spot other
vehicle which caused the acci-
dent. It would be investigated
that the drivers were in inebri-
ated state.

The body was sent for the
post mortem after the prelim-
inary investigation. The police
have registered a case under
section 304 A of the IPC and
have started further investiga-
tion. SR
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Minister for Tribal Welfare
Omkar Singh Markam

instructed the departmental
officers to bring more improve-
ment in the inspection system
of tribal ashrams and hostels.
He asked the officers to ensure
hundred percent utilisation of
the departmental budget.

Minister Markam was
addressing the State level meet-
ing of the departmental officers
at Mantralaya on Wednesday.
The Principal Secretary
Deepali Rastogi and Director of
Tribal Development Project
Rakesh Singh were present at
the meeting.

Minister Markam said that

the hundred percent sanc-
tioned seats should be filled in
ashrams and hostels of the
state. He also directed the offi-
cers to maintain diary of their
daily activities. Construction
works of slum development
were also reviewed in the meet-
ing. Markam gathered infor-
mation pertaining to the schol-
arship, distributed among the
tribal students. He instructed to
get the repair works complet-
ed in ashrams-hostels on pri-
ority. In the meeting, the status
of budget allocated and expen-
diture during the last 3 years,
work wise information about
the sanctioned works and phys-
ical status of current works
were also reviewed.
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The player of Madhya
Pradesh  At h le t i c

Academy Bushra  K han
Gauri made a new national
record. 

Athletics Academy play-
er Bushra Khan Gauri per-
for me d  br i l l i ant ly  and
bagged  gold  meda l  for
Madhya Pradesh by setting
new national record. On the
other hand, player Manju
Yadav won a bronze medal. 

On the last day of the
35t h  Nat iona l  Junior
Athlet ics  Championship
playe d  at  Nagar juna
University Guntur, Andhra
Pradesh from November 2 to
6,  the sportspersons of
Madhya Pradesh Athletics
Academy performed bril-
liantly. 

Player Bushra Khan of
Madhya Pradesh won a gold
and player Manju Yadav won
a bronze medal.

It is to be noted that in
the competition, Academy
athlete Bushra Khan Gauri
made a new national record
by completing 2000 meters
race for girls under-16 age
group in 6 minutes 24.71
seconds and made Madhya
Pradesh proud by winning
gold medal. 

Earlier in the year 2016,
Amrita  Pate l  of  Uttar
Pradesh set a national record

with a time of 6 minutes
25.66 seconds. In the com-
petition today, the second
medal of the academy, Manju
Yadav of the under-18 girls
category, won the bronze
medal in Madhya Pradesh by
completing the 2000 meter
steeple chase race in 7: 33.95
minutes / second. 

With these two medals,
the players of the academy
have given a total of ten
medals in the competition to
Madhya Pradesh, including
five gold, two silver and
three bronze medals.

���  ��	����	��� %58$)4

The State Government has set
up a State-level census coor-

dination committee to ensure
coordination and planning of
work between the Directorate of
Census Affairs and various
departments of the state gov-
ernment for the smooth and suc-
cessful operation of the work of
national importance of Madhya
Pradesh State Census 
2021.

The Chief Secretary has
been made the Chairman of
Madhya Pradesh Government
Committee. Additional Chief
Secretary General
Administration Department,
Additional Chief Secretary
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department,
Additional Chief Secretary
Planning Economic and Statistics
Department, Additional Chief
Secretary Finance Department,
Principal Secretary Home
Department, Principal Secretary
Urban Administration and
Development Department,

Principal Secretary Women and
Child Development Department,
Principal Secretary Public
Relations Department, Principal
Secretary School Education
Department, Principal Secretary
Tribal Welfare Department,
Principal Secretary Public Health
and Family Welfare Department,
Principal Secretary Revenue
Department, Secretary Home
Department, Commissioner
Land Records and Director
R.C.V.P. Noronha Academy of
Management and
Administration have been made
members of the committee.
Director Directorate of Census
Works, Madhya Pradesh Bhopal

has been appointed as the con-
venor of the committee.

The work of the upcoming
Census 2021 will be completed
in two phases. In the first phase,
the work of house listing and cen-
sus of houses and updating the
National Population Register will
be completed in a period of 45
days from April to September
2020, as determined by the state
government. In the second phase,
the work of census will be done
from February 9 to 28, 
2021.

The committee will work to
establish the required coopera-
tion and coordination between
the departments related to gov-
ernment in both the phases.

In committee’s meeting, deci-
sion will be taken to ensure
availability of employees to be
engaged in census work, training
of master trainer, field trainer and
field staff of census as per sched-
uled programme till 31
December 2019 and finalisation
of all proposals regarding change
of boundaries of administrative
units.

Bhopal: Divyesh Malik of grade
12th of NRI Global Discovery
Academy School bagged Gold in
the State-level badminton cham-
pionship organised by SGFI in
Chindwada this year. He had
been in the race for last four year.

The chase for gold was pre-
ceded with four year of silver in
his bag. The school management
has congratulated him for the
golden achievement and encour-
aged him for his best perfor-
mance in the Nationals level. SR

Bhopal: Tribal Finance and
Development Corporation has
started the ‘Sponsor a Life'
scheme to provide employ-
ment opportunities in the pri-
vate sector to the tribal youth
of the state. CSR fund of the
corporate sector will be used in

the scheme. Under the scheme,
the Finance Development
Corporation will select the
youth for the professional
course and get them admitted
in any good institution. This
institution will be selected
through NSDC. SR
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Opposition leaders on
Wednesday lashed at the

BJP-JJP Government in Haryana
for not allowing debate on issues
related to stubble burning, pur-
chase of crops on minimum
support price (MSP), loan waiv-
er for farmers, farmers’ double
income, withdrawal of criminal
cases and immediate release of all
youth who were booked for
their alleged role in February
2016 violence besides other
issues.

Addressing the Haryana
Assembly on the last day of the
three-day session, senior
Congress leader Kiran
Choudhary said, “I wanted to dis-
cuss important issues -stubble
burning, purchase of crops on
MSP, loan waiver for farmers,
farmers’ double income during
calling attention motion but was
rejected by the Government.”

She said that Government
talks about doubling the income
of the farmers, forgetting that
under their Governance crop of
farmers is not being bought and

the farmer is forced to sell the
crop at a paltry price. It is not
cleared so far about waiving of
farmers’ loan and how
Government would double
farmer’s income.

Choudhary alleged that
Government called for the
Assembly session but no question
hour, no zero hour, no calling
attention motion and no debate
or discussion on important issues
were allowed. “What is use of
calling Assembly session on third
day if above provision was not
made,” she questioned.

She further said that the par-
ties involved in the coalition
Government had madJe many
promises such as loan waiver to
farmers, zero-interest loan and
old-age monthly pension of � 5,
100. 

All of these are missing in
Governor’s address. Moreover,
the BJP had promised the imple-
mentation of the Swaminathan
Commission report before the
last Assembly election but today,
there was no mention of this
report.

Indian National Lok Dal

(INLD) general secretary Abhay
Chautala said,” I wanted to dis-
cuss on the issue of withdrawal
of criminal cases and immediate
release of youth who were
booked for their alleged role in
Jat agitation for reservation.

I wanted to know
Government’s stand on this issue.
This was rejected by the
Government.”

He alleged that Government
does not want to discuss on this
issue. “I demand from the
Government to withdraw the
criminal cases and immediately
release all youth who were
booked wrongly for their alleged
role in February 2016 violence
during the Jat agitation for reser-
vation,” he added.

Senor Congress leader and
former speaker Raghubir Singh
Kadian also had demanded dis-
cussion on this issue. He said,
“Earlier I appealed for with-
drawal of such cases during the
discussion on Governor’s address
in the first session of newly con-
stituted assembly.  Some youth
college students who were
wrongly arrested during the
February 2016 violence and
many others were still behind
bars. Their families have been
ruined in the last over three
years.”

He said, “As today is
Assembly‘s first session, the State
Government as a good gesture
considering the humanitarian
aspect, should immediately take
a decision to withdraw cases
against them. They have already
suffered a lot. If cases are not
withdrawn now, a message would
go out that a person has no right
to protest for his rights.
Government in power should
show some sensitivity by making
this humanitarian gesture.”

ASSEMBLY ADJOURNED
SINE DIE

The Haryana Assembly
passed two Bills before the House
was adjourned sine die on the
third day after meeting for a short
duration of around 30 minutes.
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The Bharatiya Janata Party candidate,
Chandra Pant, filed her nomination for

the Pithoragarh Assembly by-election on
Wednesday. The wife of late Cabinet Minister
and Pithoragarh MLA Prakash Pant was
accompanied by MP, Ajay Tamta and mem-
bers of the Pant family while filing her nom-
ination. Meanwhile, the party also
announced its star campaigners for the
Pithoragarh by-election.

Earlier, the party workers and support-
ers took out a rally for filing her nomination.
MP Ajay Tamta, BJP State general secretary
Rajendra Bhandari, party vice president
Kedar Joshi, former BJP State president
Bishan Singh Chufal and others were part
of this rally.

It is pertinent to mention here that the
BJP has expressed confidence in its candi-
date’s chances of winning the by-election.
Though she worked as a school teacher and
lacks direct experience in administration, the

clean image of her late husband and the
works done by him before his untimely death

in June this year are expected to garner strong
public support for the BJP candidate.
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Of the 76 candidates fielded by the BJP
in the election for 89 posts of Block

Pramukhs, 53 candidates have been elect-
ed to the posts. Citing this as a historic win
of the party, the BJP State president, Ajay
Bhatt, has thanked the public and party
workers. He opined that the people had
once again placed their faith in the BJP and
rejected the Congress. 

Bhatt said that 70 per cent of the can-
didates fielded by the party had been elect-
ed to the posts of Block Pramukh.
Additionally, most of the independents
who won the election are in support of the
BJP. 

Chief Minister Trivendra Singh
Rawat congratulated all the elected Block
Pramukhs and added that the victory of
BJP candidates proved that the people
trust the BJP and that they had rejected
the opposition parties for their negative
attitude and actions. Thanking the peo-
ple, he said that the election results will
boost the speed of development. 

The State Government is committed
to fulfilling the public aspirations, he
added.

It is pertinent to mention here that in
the elections to the 89 posts of Block
Pramukhs, BJP candidates were elected
in 53 posts, Congress in 20 and inde-
pendents in 16.
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The Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) chief,

Pritam Singh, has claimed that
the Congress party candidate
Anju Lunthi would emerge
victorious in the Pithoragarh
Assembly by-elections.
Speaking to the media persons
at State headquarters of the
Congress party on Wednesday
he said that the BJP which has
fielded Chandra Pant, the wife
of former Finance Minister
Prakash Pant is banking only
on the sympathy factor to win
the election. 

The PCC chief, however,
said that the people of
Pithoragarh are mature enough
to understand the design of BJP.
He said that all the develop-
ment works initiated by the for-
mer MLA Mayukh Mahar have
been stalled during the present
BJP regime. “In last three years,
Pithoragarh has witnessed no
development. 

The people of Pithoragarh
are very aware and have always
shown eagerness for develop-
ment. I am sure that people will
vote for the Congress candidate
there,’’ he said.

Meanwhile Anju Lunthi,
the official candidate of
Congress party filed her nom-
ination of Wednesday. She
arrived in the collectorate
premises with a huge proces-
sion. 

The former MLA and local
heavyweight Mayukh Mahar,
former chairman of the
Pithoragarh Nagar Palika, Jagat
Singh Khati and district presi-
dent Trilok Mahar accompanied
Lunthi during the filing of nom-
ination papers.

The political analysts opine
that the Congress party has
made the Pithoragarh by elec-
tion interesting by fielding Anju
Lunthi. 

They are of the view that by
fielding Lunthi, Congress party
has nullified the women card the
BJP played by announcing the
candidature of Chandra Pant.

%&'	�����#
��
�	��
�������� 
����	'�����

$����������������������A;������
� ��������

����� '35/)'�

The Speaker of Lok Sabha,
Om Birla, Rajya Sabha

chairman and speakers of
Vidhan Sabhas of different
States are expected to partici-
pate in the five-day All India
convention of presiding officers
in Dehradun. Addressing
media persons here on
Wednesday at Vidhan Sabha,
the Speaker of Uttarakhand
Assembly, Premchand
Agarwal, said that the 79th
convention of presiding officers
would be held from December
17 to 21 in the provisional State

Capital. 
Elaborating further, he

said that on the first day, a
conclave of the secretaries of
all legislative bodies of the
country would be held in
which discussions on the par-
liamentary procedures would
be held.

This programme would
be chaired by the secretary
general of the Lok Sabha. On
November 18 and 19,a two day
conclave of the presiding offi-
cers would be 
organised.

In the conclave, apart from
discussions on parliamentary

issues, deliberations would be
held on challenges being faced
by the country and their solu-
tions. 

The Speaker said that 400
participants are expected to
participate in the event. From
Lok Sabha secretariat 70 offi-
cers and employees would
participate while around eight
representatives would partic-
ipate from every State
Assembly.

Agarwal said that the
objective of the conclave is to
ensure uniformity in the par-
liamentary procedures in the
country and establishment of
high standards of parliamen-
tary practices. 

He said that the first such
convention was held in the
year 1921 at Shimla and this
year 79th convention would be
held in Dehradun. 

The Speaker said that in
the opening session all the
members of Uttarakhand
Vidhan Sabha and members of
parliament from the State
would be invited.
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The recent death of a minor
riding a two-wheeler at

Mata Mandir Road has once
again elicited focus on the
apathy of people towards their
own security and traffic
offences being the prime rea-
son behind majority of road
accidents. Earlier in the
month of October, at least
three different cases of road
accidents were reported in
Dehradun, in which traffic
offences such as suspected
drunken driving, not wearing
helmet and riding on wrong
side of the road resulted in
deaths of four persons.

Superintendent of Police
(traffic) Prakash Chandra
Arya said, “The purpose for
amending Motor Vehicles Act
and setting such high penal-
ty rates was to make sure that
the people if not by their
sense of security, at least start
obeying the laws out of fear of
high amount of penalty. 

Even though they are

starting to complete their
paperwork, awareness is lack-
ing somewhere. It is unfortu-
nate that even after our
repeated attempts to make the
citizens aware about traffic
rules and the drastic differ-
ence obeying rules can make
between life and death, such
accidents are being reported.”

When asked whether
public apathy or lack of
implementation is the prob-
lem, he said, “Till November
9, most of our force is busy in
maintaining traffic operation
smoothly. Definitely, we have
not been able to focus on
implementation as much as
we would have liked, still we
are continuously conducting
campaigns and awareness dri-
ves from our level.”

It is pertinent to mention
here that in the past, senior
officials of Uttarakhand State
Transport Authority have also
appealed to the general pub-
lic to obey by the traffic laws
rather than bickering about
high amount of penalty.
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The 35th Jamshedpur Book
Fair will  start from

November 8 and would treat
book lovers with a wide range
of books in English, Hindi and
Bengali, Gurmukhi, Odia and
Santhali. 

The Tagore Society is all
set to make the event success-
ful. The book fair like every
year will have publishers from
New Delhi, Calcutta, Odisha
and other states and would

continue till November 17.
Jusco managing director,
Tarun Daga will inaugurate the
event . General secretary
of Tagore Society, Ashis
Chowdhury said that book
lovers eagerly wait for the
annual fair. 

Our basic idea is to pro-
mote rich literature of differ-
ent languages and so were
keen to have books of all
regional languages at the fair.

He also went on to inform
that all precautionary measures

such as installing CCTV, fire-
fighters, dog squad have been
made to ensure life and prop-
erty during the fair.

"Our priority is more on
quality publishers and not just
quantity. We would like book
lovers to come and enjoy books
to cultivate a reading habit," said
the secretary of Tagore Society.
In view of the demands of the
students, this time in fair text-
books and recommended
books will also be available
apart from regular books.
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Delhi Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) president Manoj

Tiwari has said a Bill will be
passed in the Winter Session of
Parliament to give residents of
unauthorised colonies in Delhi
ownership rights of their prop-
erties.

In a massive outreach pro-
gramme, the BJP's Delhi unit has
been telling people living in
unauthorised colonies about the
Narendra Modi government's
role in helping them to get own-
ership rights of their properties.

"In the Winter Session of
Parliament, a legislation will be
passed, and people living in
unauthorized colonies will start
getting ownership rights soon,"
Tiwari said at a public meeting
in Saurabh Vihar under
Badarpur Assembly constituen-

cy on Tuesday.
In a move that will benefit an

estimated 40 lakh people, the
Union  Cabinet last month
approved a proposal to grant
ownership rights to people living
in 1,797 unauthorised colonies in
Delhi. "More than 40 lakh peo-
ple living in unauthorized
colonies are being given owner-
ship rights of their houses by a
historical decision of the
Narendra Modi Government.
Lakhs of people living in these
colonies are happy because of
this decision," Tiwari said.

Regularisation of unautho-
rised colonies has remained a
major poll issue in Delhi for
decades. The BJP and ruling
AAP have been vying for taking
credit for giving ownership rights
to the people living in these set-
tlements, before the Assembly
elections due next year.
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday asked the

Centre and nine states to file a
status report on filling up of
vacancies  in the central and
state information commissions
in compliance with  its earlier
orders.

A bench of Justices SA
Bobde, S Abdul Nazeer and
Krishna Murari  asked the
Centre and the nine states to
file the status report in four
weeks.

“In the meantime, the
Union of India and the states
shall submit  a status report
regarding filling up of the
vacancies in question  and a
compliance report with regard
to the directions given by this
court vide judgment dated
February 15, 2019 be 
also filed,” the bench  said in its
order.
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In a jolt to the Jaypee Group, the
Supreme Court on Wednesday

directed completion of corporate
insolvency resolution process
within 90 days for  Jaypee
Infratech Ltd and said the revised
resolution plan will be invited
only from NBCC and Suraksha
Realty.

The apex court said the pen-
dency of any other application
before  the NCLT or NCLAT,
including any interim direction,
shall be no impediment  for the
IRP to receive and process the
revised resolution plan from  the
two bidders.

A bench of justices A M
Khanwilkar and Dinesh
Maheshwari said it  is passing
directions in an “exceptional sit-
uation” to do complete  justice to
home buyers, Jaypee group and
banks concerned.
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed that

former Congress leader Sajjan
Kumar, sentenced for life in a
1984 anti-Sikh riots case, be
examined by a panel of AIIMS
doctors,  after he sought urgent
listing of his bail plea on health
grounds.

Kumar was awarded life
imprisonment by the Delhi
High Court on December  17
last year. The Supreme Court
has also asked for a report in
four weeks from  the panel of
doctors constituted by the
AIIMS director. 

A bench headed by Justice
S A Bobde said it will hear the
bail application  of Kumar in
the summer vacation next year.

On August 5, a bench
headed by Justice Bobde had
said it would hear  Kumar’s bail
plea in May 2020 as it was not
an “ordinary case” and
required detailed hearing
before any order is passed.

“We are of the view that the

health condition of petitioners
(Kumar)  be examined by a
panel of doctors constituted by
the AIIMS director.  Report the
file in four weeks,” the 
bench said.

Senior advocate Vikas
Singh, appearing for Kumar,
said he has been  in jail for the
past 11 months and has lost
around eight to 10 kg of weight.
He said Kumar has been suf-
fering from various ailments
and has serious health issues.

To this, the bench said
losing weight does not mean
that he is unhealthy but still “we
will order examination of his
health conditions by a panel of
doctors”.

Kumar resigned from the
Congress after he was convict-
ed by the high court.

The case in which he was
convicted and sentenced relates
to the killing of five Sikhs in
Delhi Cantonment’s Raj Nagar
Part-I area of southwest Delhi
on November 1-2 in 1984, and
burning down of a gurdwara in
Raj Nagar Part-II.
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Russia on Wednesday backed India
in its fight against terrorism and

reaffirmed its support to tackle the
scourge by boosting India’s defence
capabilities and providing cutting
edge technology.  This assurance came
during visiting Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and Russian counter-
part General Sergey Shoigu talks in
Moscow.  Singh is in Russia on a
three-day visit started on Tuesday.

Giving details of the talks
between the two leaders held under
the aegis of the 19th India-Russia
Inter-Governmental Commission
on Military and Military Technical
Cooperation (IRIGC-M&MTC),
Defence Ministry officials said here
Singh held in-depth discussions
on a range of international issues of
common concern.  Shoigu briefed
Raksha Mantri on Russian 
operations in Syria. 

The Russian side reiterated its
strong support to India in the field
of counter-terrorism and stated
that it accords priority to New
Delhi’s security interests in the
region. The Russian Defence
Minister underlined Moscow’s com-
mitment to extend all possible sup-
port in enhancing India’s defence

capabilities, including cooperation
in advance and cutting-edge tech-
nology. Singh appreciated Russia’s
steadfast support.

Welcoming Singh on his maid-
en visit to Russia,  Shoigu termed
India as an exclusive strategic
defence partner. Singh emphasised
that the special and privileged
strategic partnership between the
two countries was further strength-
ened following the Vladivostok
Summit in September 2019. 

He highlighted the importance
of the Inter-Governmental
Agreement on manufacturing of
spares, components and aggregates
in India through joint ventures
that would reduce cost, timelines of
supply and result in progressive
indigenisation. This agreement is
expected to provide a major boost
to the ‘Make in India’ initiative.

Responding to his invitation,
the Russian Defence Minister
assured robust Russian participation
in DefExpo 2020, to be held in Uttar
Pradesh capital Lucknow between
February 5-8, 2020. 

The Russian side affirmed its
readiness to operationalise the joint
venture lndo-Russia Rifles Private
Limited for the manufacture of world
class Kalashnikov AK 203 rifles in
India at the earliest.  The factory was
set up in Uttar Pradesh some months
back and will manufacture these rifles
for the army to begin with and then
para-military forces and the police.
The total cost of the joint venture is

about � 7,000 crores.
The two Ministers reviewed

the progress of the two working
groups on Military and Military
Technical Cooperation. It was
agreed that the forthcoming tri-ser-
vice Indra Exercises will be a major
milestone in military cooperation
between the two countries. 

Both sides expressed 
satisfaction on the progress in
implementing ongoing contracts
concluded in the recent past. Russia
also agreed to Singh’s request to con-
stitute specific working groups for
after-sales support of key defence
platforms. The ministers directed
the respective teams to work close-
ly for early conclusion of the India-
Russia Inter-Governmental
Agreement on Reciprocal Logistics
Support.

As a special gesture, the Russian
Defence Minister requested Singh
for participation of an lndian mil-
itary Contingent in Army Parade on
the occasion of 75th anniversary of
the victory in the Second World
War. Russian President Mr Vladimir
Putin has already extended an invi-
tation to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to attend the celebrations. He
also assured that an Indian contin-
gent would be participating in the
Parade.  

Singh will visit St Petersburg on
Thursday on the final day of his visit
to Russia. His engagements include
wreath laying at the Piskarevsky
Memorial Cemetery there.
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Shelved twice as it requires 
diversion of 1,165 hectares of

‘luxuriant’ forest land, the possibil-
ity of setting up the controversial
3097 megawatt (MW) Etalin hydro-
electric project (HEP)  in
Arunanchal Pradesh’s Dibang Valley
is being explored again.  

Despite bringing to its notice
that the �� 25,296-crore HEP has
been proposed in the region
enriched with flora and fauna —
about 680 bird species have been
recorded which is about 56 per cent
of total bird species of the country
— the Union Environment
Ministry’s expert committee on 
forest clearances (FAC) has now set
up a sub-committee to decide the
fate of the project. The FAC had held
clearance to the project twice in the
past-in 2015 and then in 2017.

As per the minutes of the meet-
ing of the FAC held in October 17,
2019, the sub-committee will visit
the site and check if the total land
requirement could be further
reduced. It would also “look into the
concerns highlighted by regional
office in its report especially relat-
ed to tree enumeration process and
the aspects highlighted in biodiver-
sity assessments study by the
Dehardun-based Wildlife Institute of

india (WII). 
Report of subcommittee shall be

exhaustive with appropriate rec-
ommendation so that FAC could
take appropriate decision,” said the
minutes of the meeting posted on
the Ministry’s website.

Incidentally, the FAC in its 2017
meeting in February while putting
on hold the clearance, had flagged
the lack of studies on the project’s
impact on the region’s biodiversity.  

The committee had noted that
while the Chief Conservator of
Forest of the region mentioned

only a few mammals and plant
species in his report, the region is  a
biodiversity hotspot. “This area has
more biodiversity than any part of
the country, “ said the panel  refer-
ring to various reports that pointed
out that the entire region falls under,
IUCN management categories III,
IV, endemic bird area, global biodi-
versity hotspot, and key biodiversi-
ty area indicating its importance at
the global scale.

The committee had said that
since independent studies, that used
camera traps, recorded 12 tigers and

eight clouded leopards in Dibang
valley, the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA),
too, should give its view on the issue.

The FAC had recommended
conducting multiple seasonal 
replicate studies on biodiversity
assessment by an internationally
credible institute noting that the cur-
rent study (Environment Impact
Assessment) is completely inade-
quate in this regard.

However, on October 17, 2019,
the panel observed that the recom-
mendations of its last meeting
(February 2017) has not been com-
plied fully and the replies submitted
in compliance of all observations
were not satisfactory. “Moreover,
FAC could not obtain viewpoints of
representatives of user agency or
State Government, as no one was
present for consultation and 
clarification of doubts,” it said.

The sub-committee is com-
prised of  SD Bora and Dr Sanjay
Deshmukh, both  FAC members,
GV Gopi of Dehradun-based  Wild
Life Institute of India (WII), repre-
sentative of regional office, Shillong,
IG National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA) of the regional
office (Guwahati) among others.
However, no time period has been
given to the panel to submit the
report.
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Pinning hope that the
Supreme Court verdict in

the Ayodhya case will be based
on “evidence and not faith”,
prominent organisation of
Muslim clerics Jamiat Ulama-e-
Hind on Wednesday said it will
respect the apex court’s ruling
in the matter. The organisation
also appealed to Muslims to
abide by the top court’s decision
on the issue. 

The Babri Masjid case is not
just a case of land dispute but a
test case of the supremacy of the
law, Jamiat chief Syed Arshad
Madani said at a press confer-
ence here on Wednesday.

“We believe SC will decide
on the basis of law and not on
faith,” Madani said.

“Every justice-loving person
wants the case should be adju-
dicated on the basis of hard facts
and evidence not on the basis of
faith and belief ,” he said, adding
that the Supreme Court also
made it amply clear that it is
only a title suit case. 

“The debate in the court is

over, now we await the judg-
ment. Our lawyer Rajeev
Dhawan has made a very strong
argument based on facts and we
are confident that the decision
will be in our favour. But, we
have said time and again, the
country is ours, the law is ours
and the Supreme Court is ours.
We have given evidence, what-
ever judgment is made, we will
respect it,” he said.

“We want to urge all citizens
that they should respect the law
and maintain peace in the coun-
try irrespective of whether the
verdict is in favour or against,”
he said.

Referring to his meeting
with RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat
in August, Madani said, the

basis of that meeting was main-
taining Hindu-Muslim unity.

“I am happy that, while
sticking to our respective views,
we have agreed on the point that
Hindu-Muslim unity should be
maintained in the country at all
times. They (RSS) are also try-
ing for this and we are also try-
ing,” he said. Madani’s remarks
come a day after, senior RSS and
BJP leaders reached out to
prominent Muslim clerics and
intellectuals and held a meeting
with them during which it was
stressed that irrespective of the
nature of the court ruling there
should neither be ‘junooni
jashn’ (excessive celeberation)
nor ‘haar ka hungama’ (brouha-
ha over defeat).

The meeting was held at the
residence of Minority Affairs
Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
and was attended by RSS lead-
ers Krishna Gopal and Ramlal,
former Union minister
Shahnawaz Hussain, Jamiat
Ulema-e-Hind general secretary
Mahmood Madani, Shia cleric
Maulana Syed Kalbe Jawwad
and filmmaker Muzaffar Ali.

New Delhi: During the nationwide
operations against banking fraud
accused, the CBI has searched the res-
idence of Congress MLA Raghuraj
Singh Kansana in Madhya Pradesh’s
Morena in connection with a bank
loan availed fraudulently by his
nephew. The searches were carried out
on Tuesday.

The CBI has booked Kansana’s
nephew Kushal Singh for allegedly
availing loan from UCO Bank on the
basis of forged documents causing a
loss of � 8.08 crore to the public sec-
tor lender. Besides Kushal, the agency
has also named then chief manager of
the bank R K Sinha as an accused in

the case. Kasana’s nephew runs a
warehouse for which he had taken a
loan from the victim bank. 

After registering the case, the
CBI team on Tuesday reached the
ancestral house of the MLA in
Morena, Madhya Pradesh to seek
documents. The agency also searched
the warehouse owned by Kushal.
Singh, owner of the warehouse fraud-

ulently issued warehouse receipts in
the name of different persons for avail-
ing loan against those receipts and
unauthorisedly released and removed
pledged goods without having release
orders from UCO Bank, according to
the FIR. 

He said most of such receipts were
issued in the names of the warehouse
owner’s employees and relatives.
During the physical inspection of
stock by a team appointed by the zonal
office of the bank, it was found that the
stock of commodities was much less
than what the warehouse submitted to
the bank while pledging them for seek-
ing the loan, officials said.  PNS 

���� 48'8

Fugitive diamond trader Nirav
Modi, who is  fighting extradition

to India on charges of nearly USD
2 billion Punjab National Bank
(PNB) fraud and money laundering
case, on Wednesday  appeared before
a UK court hearing his new bail
application. 

Dressed in a blue sweater and
freshly shaved, the 48-year-old was
produced before Westminster
Magistrates’ Court in London to
make  another attempt at being let
out on bail until his trial in May next
year. 

He has been in custody at
Wandsworth prison in south-west
London,  one of England’s most
overcrowded prisons, since his arrest
in March.

Modi was looking distinctly
healthier than his previous appear-
ance before the same court earlier
this year. 

“The bail application is at
Westminster Magistrates’ Court on
Wednesday November 6. The
grounds cannot be made public
until the hearing,” said a spokesper-
son for the UK’s Crown Prosecution
Service (CPS),  which represents the
Indian government in the extradi-
tion proceedings in court.

Modi has reportedly claimed
anxiety and depression in his latest
application, with earlier bail appli-
cations at the court being rejected  by
Chief Magistrate Emma Arbuthnot,
and then also on appeal at the
High Court in London, as he was
deemed a flight risk.

His legal team has previously
described their client’s experience  in
prison as “damaging” and offered
stringent electronic tag and other
conditions akin to house arrest at his
posh Centrepoint apartment in the
West End of London in an attempt
to persuade the judge to grant bail.

“His experience in custody has
been vivid and damaging...He is will-
ing to abide by any bail conditions
imposed by the court because
Wandsworth is unliveable and
makes the effective preparation of his
case virtually impossible,” his bar-
rister Clare Montgomery had told
Judge Arbuthnot earlier in the year.

They had also doubled the ini-
tial bail bond offer of 1 million
pounds to 2 million pounds in an
attempt to sway the court. However,
Arbuthnot had concluded that Modi
was wanted in connection with a
“large fraud” and the doubling of
security was “not sufficient to cover
a combination of concerns that he
would fail to surrender”.

In June, Modi’s legal team took

his appeal against that ruling to the
Royal Courts of Justice in London,
where a judge was told about the dia-
mond merchant’s troubled state of
mind in “confidential” documents.

“The circumstances he has had
to endure at Wandsworth have been
personally difficult and the confi-
dential exhibits reflect the experience
that has marked him deeply. The
reality is that he is not the cold-
blooded hardened criminal as
claimed by the Government of India
but a jewellery designer from a long
line of diamond dealers, and regard-
ed as being honest, careful and reli-
able,” Montgomery told the High
Court, adding that a number of indi-
viduals were willing to offer sureties
and substantial sums to back up the
claim that Modi is not a man who
plans to run.

But in her judgment, Justice
Ingrid Simler concurred with the
Chief Magistrate that there were
“substantial grounds” to believe that
Modi would fail to surrender as he
does possess the means to “abscond”.

After considering all the mate-
rial “carefully”, the judge said  she
found strong evidence to suggest
there had been interference  with
witnesses and destruction of evi-
dence in the case and concluded  it
could recur if he was let out of
prison.

There are no strict limits on the
number of times Modi can apply  for
bail, but he would have to produce
substantially modified grounds  in
a new application.

He has meanwhile continued to
appear via videolink before the
magistrates’ court in London,
appearing in a standard prison-
issued grey tracksuit and mostly
freshly shaved and upbeat. His next
routine 28-day appearance required
under UK law is listed for November
11, a date that still  remains on the
court’s lists.

At a hearing last month, Judge
Nina Tempia had confirmed that his
extradition trial is scheduled
between May 11 and 15 next year,
with  the case management hearings
set to begin from February next year.

Modi has been behind bars at
Wandsworth prison since his arrest
on March 19 on an extradition
warrant executed by Scotland Yard
on  charges brought by the Indian
government.

During subsequent hearings,
Westminster Magistrates’ Court was
told that Modi was the “principal
beneficiary” of the fraudulent
issuance of letters of undertaking
(LoUs) as part of a conspiracy to
defraud PNB and then laundering
the proceeds of crime. 
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The Trump Administration’s restrictive 
immigration policies have led to massive

increase in the rejection  of petitions for H-1B visas
with the highest denial rate among major  Indian
IT companies, according to a study carried out by
an American  think-tank.

The study by the National Foundation for
American Policy, based  on data received from the
US Citizenship and Immigration Services  (USCIS)
showed that denial rates for H-1B petitio s, popu-
lar among Indian IT professionals, have increased
significantly from just six  per cent in 2015 to 24 per
cent in the third quarter of the current fiscal.

The H1B visa is a non-immigrant visa that allows
US companies to  employ foreign workers in spe-
ciality occupations that require theoretical  or tech-
nical expertise. 

The technology companies depend on it to  hire
tens of thousands of employees each year from coun-
tries like  India and China.

The study reflects that denial rate for H-1B visas
is highest among  major Indian IT companies, thus
giving credence to charges that Indian  companies
are being unduly targeted by the current adminis-
tration.

For instance, the denial rate of H-1B petitions
for initial employment  for Amazon, Microsoft, Intel
and Google in 2015 was just one per  cent. In 2019,
the same increased respectively to six, eight, seven
and three per cent. 

The denial rate for Apple remained the same at
two per cent.

During the same period, the denial rate jumped
from four per cent  to 41 per cent for Tech Mahindra,
from six per cent to 34 per cent  for Tata Consultancy
Services, from seven per cent to 53 per cent  for
Wipro and from just two per cent to 45 per cent for
Infosys,  the study showed.

At least 12 companies that provide profession-
al or IT services  to other US companies, including
Accenture, Capgemini and others, had denial rates
of over 30 per cent through the first three quarters
of fiscal 2019. Most of these companies had denial
rates between  two per cent and seven per cent as
recently as in 2015, it said.

The denial rate for H-1B petitions for contin-
uing employment was  also high for Indian IT com-
panies. For Tech Mahindra, it increased  from two
per cent to 16 per cent during the same period, while
that  of Wipro increased from four per cent to 19
per cent, and Infosys  from one per cent to 29 per
cent, the study showed.

On the other hand, the denial rates for H-1B
petitions for continuing  employment among major
American companies were low — Amazon (from
one per cent to three per cent), Microsoft (remained
at two per cent), Intel (from one per cent to three
per cent), Apple (remained at one  per cent) and for
Google, it increased from 0.4 per cent in 2015  to
one per cent in 2019.

Noting that between 2015 and 2019, the denial
rate for new H-1B  petitions for initial employment
quadrupled from six to 24 per cent,  the National
Foundation for American Policy said to put this in
perspective,  between 2010 and 2015, the denial rate
for “initial” H-1B petitions  never exceeded eight per
cent, while today the rate is three times higher.
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Electoral bonds worth of 
�6,128 crore were sold between

March 2018 to October 2019
(when scheme was launched),
with more than half that amount
— a whopping �3,622 crore — sold
just ahead of the May 2019 Lok
Sabha polls.

According to the Association
for Democratic Reforms (ADR)
report, a total of �1,366 crore
worth of electoral bonds were
sold in March 2019, rising to 
�2,256 crore in April in the run-
up to the elections in May 2019.

The highest number of elec-
toral bonds worth �1,880 crore
were sold in Mumbai, followed by
�1,440 crore in Kolkata, �919
crore in New Delhi and �383
crore in Hyderabad. The donors
bought 1,459 electoral bonds of
denomination of �10 lakh and
1,258 bonds of �one crore denom-
ination. They purchased 318 bonds
of �one lakh, 

12 bonds of �10,000 and 24
bonds of �1000 denomination.
Parties redeemed electoral bonds
worth �1,395.89 crore.

Electoral bonds was launched
on March 1 last year by the Modi

government as an alternative to
cash donations made to political
parties.  The idea was to increase
transparency in political funding
and curb the usage of black money.
The Centre subsequently notified
the Electoral Bonds Scheme in
January this year.

An electoral bond is like a
Promissory Note, similar to a
banknote, that is payable to the
bearer on demand and free of
interest. It can be purchased by any
Indian citizen or a body corporate
in India. An electoral bond may be
issued in multiples of �1,000,
�10,000, �1 lakh and �1 crore and

are available at specified branch-
es of the State Bank of India. 

A donor can purchase an elec-
toral bond with a KYC-compliant
account and can donate the bonds
to their party of choice, which can
then be cashed through the party’s
verified account within 15 
days.

Any political party that is reg-
istered under Section 29 A of the
Representation of People Act, 1951,
and has secured not less than 1 per
cent of the votes polled in the last
elections to the Lok Sabha or leg-
islative Assembly will be eligible to
receive electoral bonds.
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As an aftermath of the abrogation
of Article 370 of the Indian
Constitution, the former State of
Jammu & Kashmir has been

reorganised into the new Union Territories
(UT) of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.
The latter consists of two districts: Kargil
and Leh. Subsequently, new maps have
been prepared by the Surveyor-General of
India showing the geographical outline of
the new UTs; it is a welcome move by the
Government to educate the people of India
and the media (and hopefully, the biased
foreign Press).

Interestingly, the Leh district of
Ladakh includes the districts of Gilgit,
Gilgit Wazarat, Chilhas and Tribal
Territory of 1947, in addition to the
known areas of Leh and, of course, the
Aksai Chin, illegally occupied by China
since the mid-1950s.

For several reasons, it is important that
these maps have been updated. First
there was often a discrepancy in the length
of the Indo-China border on some Indian
websites. Was the length 4,056 or 3,488
km?  The first figure is the only valid one
as Gilgit-Baltistan (formerly the Gilgit
agency) is legally a part of India. The Indo-
China boundary starts at the trijunction
of Afghanistan, Gilgit-Baltistan and
Xinjiang to reach the Karakoram Pass and
further runs through the Karakoram and
Karatagh passes and along the Kunlun in
the north, and through Lanak La and
across the western part of the Pangong
Lake and then along the ridge parallel to
the Indus, before crossing the Indus
south-east of Demchok. Hopefully the
wrong figures will now be rectified.

The fact that large parts of Ladakh are
today occupied by China explain Beijing’s
aggressive stance. Speaking of the creation
of the two UTs, Geng Shuang, a
spokesman of China’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs told the media: “China deplores
and firmly opposes this. This is unlawful
and void and this is not effective in any
way and will not change the fact that the
area is under Chinese actual control.” He
urged India to “earnestly respect Chinese
territorial sovereignty and uphold peace
and tranquility in the border areas.”

The Indian Ministry of External
Affairs did not leave the unwarranted
attack unanswered: “We do not expect
other countries, including China, to com-
ment on matters that are internal to
India, just as India refrains from comment-
ing on the internal issues of other coun-
tries,” declared India’s Ministry for
External Affairs spokesman. Referring to
the Shaksgam Valley, he pointed out that
China “illegally” acquired Indian territo-
ries from Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir
through the 1963 China-Pakistan
Boundary Agreement. That infamous
pact was signed by Pakistan’s Minister of
External Affairs and his Chinese counter-

part. The new maps will irri-
tate China no end, as it virtu-
ally opens another sector along
the Indo-Chinese disputed
boundary. 

A secret note prepared by
the historical division of the
Ministry of External Affairs
mentioned that “any such
agreement will be ab initio ille-
gal and invalid and will not
bind India in any respect.”
The note observed that the
preamble states that the parties
have agreed to formally delim-
it and demarcate the boundary
between Xinjiang and the con-
tiguous areas of Pakistan, the
defence of which was under
the actual control of Karachi;
Pakistan based its right on the
fact that these areas were under
her “actual control.” However,
the Indian note explained:
“Under international law, the
right of entering into treaties
and agreements is an attribute
of sovereignty. Furthermore, a
sovereign cannot presume to
exercise sovereign functions in
respect of territory other than
its own. Having regard to the
UN resolutions of January 17,
1948, August 13, 1948 and
January 5, 1949 (UNCIP
Resolutions) it is clear that
Pakistan cannot (and does
not) claim to exercise sover-
eignty in respect of Jammu and
Kashmir.”

Very few, even in India,
realise the importance of this
point. On March 5, 1963,
speaking about China during
a Calling Attention Motion in
the Lok Sabha, the Prime
Minister said: “In spite of its

professions that it has never
involved itself in the dispute
over Kashmir or its absurd
claim that the boundary nego-
tiations have promoted friend-
ship between the Chinese and
Pakistani people and are in the
interests of Asia and world
peace, it is directly interfering
in Indo-Pakistan relations. By
doing this, China is seeking to
exploit differences between
India and Pakistan on the
Kashmir question to further its
own expansionist policy.”

Of course, since then,
China has become Pakistan’s
Iron brother, but the motiva-
tions have remained the same.
Today’s publication of proper
maps should only be a first
step. 

The logical follow-up
should be to repatriate all the
archives pertaining to Ladakh
and the Gilgit Wazarat, to
Leh, where a place should be
dedicated to their preservation;
it is crucial as the history of
large chunks of the border with
China lies in these records. 

During the negotiations
of “the Officials of India and
China” in 1960, the Indian side
noted: “A systematic settle-
ment of revenue for the whole
of Ladakh up to the tradition-
al alignment was made during
the time of Mehta Mangal
who was Wazir or Governor
between 1860 and 1865; and
this settlement was revised
during the period of his suc-
cessor Johnson (1870-1881)
and Radha Kishen Kaul
(1882). The lists of villages in
both the Revenue Assessment

Report of 1902 and the
Settlement Report of 1908
mentioned 108 villages, includ-
ing Tanktse, Demchok,
Chushul and Minsar... The
Preliminary Report of Ladakh
Settlement of 1908 made clear
that these areas were part of
Ladakh.” 

The Indian side submitted
a large quantity of such docu-
ments. These records will show
that India exercised control
over the various frontier areas
and collected revenues from
the border villages til l
Independence. 

These records should be
kept in Leh; it should also
include the history of the
Gilgit Wazarat and other ter-
ritories now shown under the
Ladakh district and how
Shaksgam Valley was illegally
offered to Communist China.

This would greatly help the
project of the Ministry of
Defence to write the history of
India’s borders, the project for
which was recently
announced: “The work will
cover various aspects of bor-
ders, including tracing its mak-
ing; making and unmaking
and shifting of borders; role of
security forces; role of border-
land people encompassing
their ethnicity, culture and
socio-economic aspects of
their lives.”

It is perhaps not too late to
put the history of India in its
proper perspective and undo
the blunders committed in
the 1950s and 1960s.

(The writer is an expert on
India-China relations)
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Sir — This refers to the article
“Just rescuing our children is not
enough” (November 5). It is real-
ly deplorable to see underprivi-
leged children being sexually
abused, trafficked and exploited
in every way that deprives them
of their rights with regard to edu-
cation and a happy childhood.
This speaks volumes of the lack-
adaisical approach of our
Government in a country where
Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi
has been rendering a yeoman’s
service to protect children from
all sorts of exploitations. How can
we achieve a $5 trillion economy
without children being nurtured
and supported properly, so as to
enable them to become a talent-
ed workforce in order to effective-
ly contribute to nation-building? 

Many children in India are
either stunted or wasted due to
our failure to provide nutritious
food to them, hampering their
growth physically as well as men-
tally. If the Central and State
Governments further fail to take
preventive and remedial measures
to rescue and rehabilitate the chil-
dren caught in the vortex of traf-
ficking, child labour and sexual
abuse, our plans to place our

nation in the galaxy of developed
countries won’t yield the desired
results. Hence, the need of the
hour is to draw an effective
action plan that ensures all sup-

port and protection to vulnerable
children. They must have access
to nutrition, education and
healthcare by providing them
equal opportunities to grow and

become assets of the nation.
Inaction and the reluctance of
Governments to address the issue
are inexcusable and may force the
country to pay a heavy price in

the future in terms of overall
development and welfare of the
people. 

Narne Raveendra Babu 
Hyderabad   

����
	����	��
Sir — This refers to the report
“India opts out of RCEP as core
concerns unresolved” (November
5). India pulled out of the
Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) on
the ground that it would hurt
farmers, businesses, workers and
consumers alike. It is a wonder-
ful step for the country, because
the present form of RCEP agree-
ment does not fully reflect the
basic spirit and the agreed guid-
ing principles of the free trade
agreement. It also does not
address satisfactorily India’s out-
standing issues and concerns
regarding China and reduction of
duties on goods from partner
countries. In such a situation,
India’s decision to not pen the
deal till all our concerns are met
is a really wonderful and com-
mendable step.

Seraj Ali 
Bengaluru
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India is about to welcome the fifth generation
telecom network “5G” or the fourth indus-
trial revolution, popularly known as “Industry

4.0”, but agriculture is still struggling. It is lan-
guishing because the Green Revolution, the
White Revolution, the Silver Revolution and the
Blue Revolution and so on, were ages ago. 

Now we need a new structural revolution
which will take care of all sections of the farm
sector, as agriculture in the country is current-
ly plagued with some serious problems which are
so deep that if not cured, they might affect the
whole economy. India has around 12 crore small
and marginal farmers. Out of these, most are at
the mercy of moneylenders, or other sources of
finance that are too expensive for them to afford.
Even after 70 years of Independence, the pathet-
ic financial position of the “anndatta” (food
provider) is shocking. The Government has, his-
torically, mandated that banks ensure that 18 per
cent of all their lending is given to farmers. And,
to ensure that farmers get loans at low rates of
interest, the Government pays a certain propor-
tion of the interest to banks directly while the
farmers pay the rest. This “subvention” cost the
Government �3,045 crore in FY18 and, as com-
pared to that, the FY20 Budget target is 37 per
cent higher at �8,000 crore. 

A report by a Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
internal working group on agriculture credit,
however, points to major problems in how the
scheme is working — in which case — the
Government probably needs to look at complete-
ly recasting it.

The good news here, of course, is that while
formal bank credit was just around 10 per cent
of total farm credit in 1951, this is up to around
70 per cent today. But, and here’s the problem,
the concessional farm credit that is given by com-
mercial banks — mostly in the public sector —
is many times greater than the inputs bought by
farmers. So what are the loans being taken for?

In all probability, as the researchers at
ICRIER (Indian Council for Research on
International Economic Relations) and other
institutions have surmised, over the years, since
the loans are at vastly subsidised rates, they are
probably being diverted to non-farm users. It is
not clear if this is done by bank managers alone
or whether the farmers are also part of the deal.

The RBI found that in some States like
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Goa, Telangana, Tamil
Nadu, Uttarakhand and Punjab, bank credit is
higher than the cost of inputs by farmers.
Whereas in some States like Bihar, Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh
and West Bengal, farmers are not getting credit
even to meet their input requirements.

Interestingly, a study by Tata Institute of
Social Sciences’ R Ramakumar and the RBI’s
Pallavi Chavan had found that in FY09, as much
as 46 per cent of the loans by banks were made
after the Rabi sowing had ended.

The RBI study also found that while livestock,
forestry and fisheries contributed around 38-42
per cent of agriculture output during 2014-16,
this sector got just seven per cent of the total agri-
culture credit. Clearly, this is an issue that needs
addressing. 

The RBI study also found disparity in the
number of small and marginal farmers and loans
issued to them, as in some States it seems that

loans are not issued to them and are
issued to big farmers.

This policy has created a new set of
problems, which has resulted in com-
promise on investments on long-term
agriculture. The short-term crop loans
now comprise 75 per cent of all agri-
culture credit as compared to 51 per
cent in 2000. When overall investments
in agriculture are slowing — invest-
ment-to-farm-GDP fell from 18.2 per
cent in FY12 to 13.8 per cent in FYI7
— it is a matter of concern. Within this,
the share of the Government has fall-
en even more sharply and this needs to
be corrected. 

Ideally, the Government should
stop subsidised loans and instead, give
the subsidy directly to farmers through
Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT); once
subsidised loans are not available from
the banks, the practice of phantom
loans will also stop. Over time, all agri-
culture subsidies should be trimmed
and money should be invested in cre-
ating irrigation or other facilities that
benefit the sector more.

We need to make agriculture and
farmers smart by revolutionising the
sector to the extent that it stays relevant
in this digital era. This can be done if
we start working on the basics of farm-
ing but with the help of technology.
Farming has to be sustainable in the
wake of climate change and degrada-
tion of our agricultural ecosystems. We
need to re-look at agriculture with the
farmer at the centre. Recently a high-
powered committee of Chief Ministers
was constituted for the “transformation
for Indian agriculture.” So I would like
to put forward some suggestions which
could help revolutionise agriculture.

We have to work on multiplication
of seeds as it is easy and most of our sta-
ples are self-pollinated crops. Excess
usage of fertilisers and pesticides is pol-
luting surface and sub-surface aquifers
and our food chains have chemical
residues. People are growing health-
conscious and thus there is increase in

the demand of organic foods. But
views on managing soil health and fer-
tility vary widely between soil scientists
and indigenous knowledge experts.
Science is shy to research how indige-
nous knowledge systems work on
farmers’ fields. 

Organic farming by Farmer
Producer Organisations (FPOs) and
Village Producers’ Organisations
(VPOs) in large clusters, preferably of
1,000 hectares each, should be encour-
aged. Women Self Help Groups (SHGs)
should also be encouraged to take up
organic agriculture in clusters under the
National Rural Livelihood Mission
(NRLM).

Our ecology supports cultivation of
highly-specialised medicinal and aro-
matic plants. India is home to a large
number of small and cottage industries
that manufacture perfumes, essential
oils and other associated products. The
Government should support organised
cultivation and associated industry.

There are integrated crop-manage-
ment systems that help in restoring
ecosystems by predominantly using
organic inputs. 

Zero-budget natural farming is
one such system. The way forward is to
developing area and crop-specific sus-
tainable agricultural practices and tak-
ing them to farmers.

Rainwater harvesting should be a
national mission. Every year, India suf-
fers with floods and drought simulta-
neously. Rainwater, when harvested
appropriately, will reduce the pace of
water flow, enabling it to seep through
and charge aquifers. 

For better price realisation, farm-
ers need to make decisions based on
prices likely to be available after harvest. 

The Government should also cre-
ate an institutional mechanism, with
participation of all Ministries con-
cerned, to develop appropriate policies
and practices for price and demand
forecast; use of futures and options mar-
ket; expansion of warehouse deposito-

ry system and to take decisions about
specific export and import-related
measures.

Though more than 86 per cent of
India’s farmers are small and margin-
al, they are not always in a position to
directly transact at Agriculture Produce
Market Committees (APMCs) and
other wholesale markets. Therefore
there is a need to develop and upgrade
rural markets into Gramin Agricultural
Markets (GrAMs). Also, the
Government should work on strength-
ening the electronic National
Agriculture Market (eNAM), an online
trading platform for agricultural com-
modities. 

India has mastered all systems for
crop production, including loans for
growing crops. But as crops are perish-
able items if they are not sold on time,
pressure starts mounting on farmers.
This pressure leads to distress sale.
Now, the focus must shift to credit for
post-harvest, which can stop distress
sale by farmers.

As India is primarily an agriculture-
based country, our districts can spe-
cialise in some or other agricultural
produce and be known for it. But spe-
cial attention is lacking in this regard.
There is a need to develop cluster-based
models in a scientific manner for iden-
tified agriculture produces in our dis-
tricts in the same manner as we have
developed models for the industrial sec-
tor. 

Cultivation of horticulture crops in
clusters brings advantages of scales of
operations and can spur establishment
of entire chains from production to
marketing, besides giving recognition
to the districts for specific crops.

India’s farm export potential is as
high as $100 billion against the current
exports of $32-35 billion. If these sug-
gestions are incorporated, we will
achieve the $5 trillion economy target
ahead of time. 

(The writer is an author and GST
and economics specialist)
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Delhi’s trial by pollution is
akin to a trial by fire for
all the citizens, especial-

ly the elderly and children. The
days are exceedingly smoggy
and sunlight is disappearing
among various layers of harm-
ful pollutants in the atmos-
phere. 

The state of the environ-
ment today in Delhi is the result
of our actions and inactions,
both. While various anthro-
pogenic actions are stoking the
pollution levels in our lives,
inaction in taking concrete steps
to limit and stem the spiralling
pollution levels is only worsen-
ing matters. The problem of
inaction in containing pollution

levels and if possible reversing
climate change in the process is
a serious matter that is now
pushing our environment into
an irrecoverable tailspin.

Apart from man-made rea-
sons for pollution, the fact that
humans are not taking serious
and effective action is damaging
the environment more and
strengthening the devastating
effects of climate change.

The glaring deficiencies in
action arise when climate-relat-
ed pledges are undertaken but
seldom executed in all serious-
ness. This aspect of the fight
against climate change has come
out in a recent report titled the
Truth Behind the Climate
Pledges, released on November
5 by the United States-based
Universal Ecological Fund.
Fundación Ecológica Universal
(FEU-US) is a partner of the
older Argentinian organisation
with the same name. The report
disclosed that during the course
of the research, it was found that

almost 75 per cent of the 184
pledges made by various coun-
tries under the Paris Agreement
were insufficient to slow climate
change.

The report classifies pledges,
which commit to reducing 2030
emissions by over 40 per cent
compared to 1990 levels as
“Sufficient” and 20-40 per cent
reduction pledges as “Partially
Sufficient.”

Pledges with mitigation tar-
gets under 20 per cent or those
with conditional commitments,
where the country is implement-
ing at least 50 per cent of the
pledged mitigation actions from
their own resources, were
deemed “Partially Insufficient.”
Those with no targets for
absolute emission reduction and
those which rely on internation-
al financing more than 50 per
cent of their mitigation actions
were deemed “Insufficient.” 

The fact that the report’s
research could not find a major-
ity of the pledges being “suffi-

cient” or better still more than
“sufficient” is a cause for concern
because the state of the environ-
ment in the face of rapid climate
change needs more than “suffi-
cient” efforts to make a positive
difference. 

The only countries that
could qualify for carrying out
their pledges in a sufficient
manner were 35 in number. Out
of these 35 nations, 28 belonged
to the European Union and
seven were other nations. 

While the pledges of 12
countries, including Australia,

Brazil, Canada, Japan, New
Zealand and North Korea were
deemed partially sufficient,
pledges made by eight other
countries were deemed partial-
ly insufficient. The rest of the
pledges, totalling 125 largely-
developing countries with the
US being a notable exception,
were deemed insufficient. 

This shows the wide dispar-
ity in efforts and how seriously
these pledges are being taken
and followed up. But there is a
different kind of disparity at
work here, too. The EU and the

USA, with their share of high
historic emissions and being
developed nations, have finan-
cial and other resources as accu-
mulated wealth at their dispos-
al and as a result are able to do
much more to mitigate climate
change on the same platform.
This advantage the developing
nations do not have. As a result,
there is glaring disparity between
what the developing world can
achieve against their pledges and
what the developed world can
showcase as efforts taken under
their pledges. 

The international commu-
nity must recognise this imbal-
ance and set out to find a formu-
la that empowers all to take
equal measures and actions.
Climate justice also demands
that historically rich emitters
must shoulder a substantially
higher share of that burden to
reduce climate change.

India, in its role as an
emerging economic power, must
highlight and champion the

cause of the inequitable condi-
tions at the global climate change
mitigation forum. As a part its
effort, the Indian leadership
must make a strong case of how
the developed nations must
come forward in not only doing
more than the developing world
to slow down climate change,
but must also assist the emerg-
ing nations on advisory and
resources support wise and help
fight the advance of climate
change. 

Climate summits have
become annual high-visibility
events where discussions and
debates are held and pledges are
taken but thereafter it is business
as usual. 

This has to change and
India can and must become the
catalyst that brings about this
awakening and change because
a pledge taken has to be kept,
especially if it is taken for moth-
er Earth. 

(The writer is an environ-
mental journalist)
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Jaipur: The Rajasthan Police's
intelligence unit on Wednesday
arrested a soldier, who was
honey-trapped by an agent of
Pakistan's ISI, for allegedly
sharing confidential and strate-
gic information about the
Indian Army with her, officials.

The soldier, Vichitra Behra,
was posted in Rajasthan's
Pokhran and was under sur-
veillance. He, along with anoth-
er soldier, was detained on
Tuesday over suspicion of espi-
onage, they said.

It was observed that Behra
was in contact with the female
Pakistani agent through
Facebook and WhatsApp and
was passing on confidential
information about the Indian
Army to her, a top intelligence
officer said. 

He said the accused soldier

was sharing information in
exchange for money. According
to the officer, Behra revealed
during interrogation that the
Pakistani agent had befriended
him about two years ago.
Initially she used to chat with
him on Facebook and was also
in contact with him through
video calling.

The agent seduced Behra
into revealing confidential infor-
mation. She used to deposit
money in his bank accounts if
the information was found cor-
rect, the officer said. 

Investigation was initiated
against the soldier after regis-
tering a case under the
Protection of Confidential
Information Act and he was
arrested subsequently. Further
investigation in the case is
underway, he said.  PTI
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After remaining suspended
for more than three

months since August 5, rail ser-
vices are set to be resumed in
Kashmir Valley from
November 11.

The decision to suspend
the train services was taken to
ensure safety of passengers
and railway property.  

Divisional Commissioner,
Kashmir, Baseer Ahmad Khan
on Wednesday directed the
Railway authorities to restore
the train services in Valley
from next week.

According to official
sources, "the railway authori-
ties have been directed to con-
duct a thorough track inspec-
tion within three days, which
will be followed by a trial run
on November 10 and the
resumption of services from
November 11".  

A high-level review meet-
ing was attended by IGP
Kashmir zone, SSP Srinagar,
SSP Railways, Additional
Commissioner, Kashmir, ADC

Srinagar, Chief Controller,
Northern Railways, Senior
Divisional Mechanical engi-
neer, Northern railways and
other concerned officials.

Besides, DC Baramulla,
DC Anantnag, DC Pulwama,
ADC Budgam, SSP Sopore,
SSP Awantipora, SSP Pulwama,
SSP Baramulla and SSP
Budgam attended the meeting
through video conferencing
where their feedback was gath-
ered by the railway authorities
on the prevailing ground situ-
ation in their respective areas
of jurisdiction.

On an average, 30, 000 pas-
sengers used to travel between
Banihal to Baramulla on daily
basis. In the absence of rail ser-
vices, the railway authorities
incurred heavy losses to the

tune of several crores.
According to official

sources, "in the last three years,
the train services remained
suspended for over 300 days,
highest being 135 days in 2016".

The situation improved
relatively in 2017. Train services
remained suspended for only
25 days during the whole year
while in 2018, the train services
were shut down on 92 days,
incurring loses to the tune of
1.2 cores.

In 2019, the train services
remained suspended for over
100 days at different intervals.

In the aftermath of killing
of Hizbul Mujahideen com-
mander, angry protesters had
targeted railway property and
vandalised bogies parked on
the tracks.  
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Srinagar: Higher reaches of
Kashmir including Gulmarg
and Sonamarg tourist resorts
received first snowfall of the sea-
son on Wednesday while the
plains were lashed by rain,
bringing down the mercury by
more than 10 degrees.

"Snowfall was witnessed in
higher reaches of Kashmir val-
ley including Gulmarg and
Sonamarg in the wee hours
today (Wednesday) while the
city and other plains were lashed

by rainfall," an official of the
MET department said.

This was the first snowfall
in the inhabited areas of the val-
ley.

The change in weather nor-
mally brings cheers to the faces
of the people associated with
tourism but they have their fin-
gers crossed in view of the pre-
vailing situation in the valley in
the wake of abrogation of Article
370. "We do not know if the
tourists will come to Kashmir

this winter, although indications
are that we will receive plenty of
snow this season," Basharat
Ahmad, a travel agent, said. The
downpour in the plains has sig-
nificantly brought down the
day temperature in the city.  

While the maximum tem-
perature recorded on Tuesday
was 18.6 degrees Celsius, the 
city recorded just 5.6 degrees
Celsius at 3.30 pm on
Wednesday, the MET depart-
ment official said. PTI
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Agartala/Aizawl: Despite the
imposition of prohibitory
orders under Section 144
CrPC, Bru refugees living in
relief camps in Tripura con-
tinued the road blockade for
the seventh day demanding
resumption of free ration to
them.

Leaders of three Bru organ-
isations in the Tripura relief
camps, however, said they have
withdrawn the blockade on
Tuesday afternoon but the peo-
ple are adamant to continue
with the agitation and would
lift it after immediate issuance
of ration and cash-dole.

A team headed by Deputy
Chief Minister Jishnu
Debverma would meet the dis-
placed people on Thursday to
find out an amicable solution
as road communication from

Ananda Bazar to Kanchapur
via Dasda in North Tripura dis-
trict has collapsed due to the
blockade, an official said.

"Prohibitory orders under
Section 144 CrPC was imposed
at Anandabazar on November
4 night and that is still in force.
Personnel of the CRPF, Tripura
State Rifles and the state police
were deployed there. But we are
yet to use force (to lift the
blockade)," North Tripura
Superintendent of Police
Bhanupada Chakraborty said.

No untoward incident was
reported till now, he said.

An organisation of Bru
refugees on October 29 threat-
ened to launch the indefinite
roadblock at Anandabazar,
known for a prominent market
in that area where two relief
camps are located. The block-

ade commenced from October
31.

The Mizoram Bru
Displaced People's Forum
(MBDPF) had claimed on
Monday that six people includ-
ing babies have died in relief
camps since October 29
"because of starvation" after the
Centre stopped the supply of
ration and cash dole to the
35,000 odd refugees for
October.

Tripura government, how-
ever, said four Bru inmates of
the relief camps have died so far
and medical teams have been
sent there.

Senior Tripura government
officials including Additional
Chief Secretary Kumar Alok
met the Bru leaders on Monday
and urged them to withdraw
the blockade. PTI
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Pune: A sessions court here
rejected the bail pleas of six
accused in the Elgar Parishad-
Maoist links case on Wednesday.

Rona Wilson, Shoma Sen,
Surendra Gadling, Mahesh Raut,
Varavara Rao and Sudhir Dhavle
had filed the bail applications,
arguing that the police had not
produced any substantial evi-
dence against them.

The prosecution opposed
the pleas, saying there was mate-
rial to show links between the
accused and Maoists.

According to Pune Police,
inflammatory speeches deliv-
ered at the Elgar Parishad con-
clave held here on December 31,
2017 triggered caste violence at
the Koregaon-Bhima war
memorial in the district the
next day (January 1, 2018).

The conclave had the back-
ing of Maoists, the police
claimed, while arresting several
Left-leaning activists and writers
in the case in June and August
of 2018. PTI
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rorists are indulging in fear-
mongering in Kashmir to put
down any resistance to the
unannounced shutdown, which
has now entered its fourth
month, police said on
Wednesday.

"There have been consistent
efforts to enforce shutdown in
areas where shops are open or
roadside vendors are plying
their trade. The anti-peace ele-
ments are trying to keep peo-
ple indoors," a senior police
official said.

The official said two
grenade attacks in the city's busy
Goni Khan market and Kaka
Sarai areas were an indication
that there were concerted efforts
to keep the shutdown going.

One street vendor was
killed while 35 others were
injured in the grenade attack at
Goni Khan market on Monday
as the shops in the area were
open beyond the 12.00 pm
self-imposed deadline for clos-
ing the markets. Six security
force personnel were injured in

the attack at Kaka Sarai last
week. Several shops, falling in
the areas which have defied the
shutdown, have been damaged
in the mysterious fire inci-
dents.

While police have been
maintaining that these fires
were caused by 'electric short

circuit', some of the owners sus-
pect foul play by the miscreants. 

"We have already lost our
capital...I do not want any phys-
ical harm now," the owner of a
shop, which got damaged in a
fire incident at Batamaloo
recently, said on condition of
anonymity. PTI
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Jammu: Three persons were
arrested on Wednesday for
"threatening and intimidating"
locals in South Kashmir's
Awantipora using posters issued
by proscribed terror outfits
Hizbul Mujahideen and
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, officials said.

"Three persons were
arrested and incriminating
materials including threat
posters were recovered from
their possession," a senior
police official said.

Initial investigation into

the matter revealed that these
individuals were involved in
publishing and circulating
threat posters in Ladhoo area
of Khrew Awantipora, 33 km
from Srinagar, he said.

An FIR under relevant sec-
tions of the law has been reg-
istered against them, he said. 

The three have been taken
to the police station and incrim-
inating materials recovered
from them taken into records
for the purpose of investigation,
the official said. PTI
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Shahjahanpur (UP): The
Special Investigation Team
probing sexual harassment
allegations against former
Union minister Swami
Chinmayanand and a related
extortion case filed a volumi-
nous charge sheet on
Wednesday in the two cases in
a court here.

"The SIT has filed a 4,700-
page charge sheet and case
diary in the court of Chief
Judicial Magistrate Omveer
Singh," Chinmayanand's
lawyer Om Singh told PTI.

"We will study the charge
sheet and the mobile call detail
record," the lawyer said.

During the probe, the SIT
recorded statements of 105
people and collected 24 phys-
ical and 55 documentary evi-
dence. 

The contents of the charge
sheet were not immediately
available as the probe team has
to file a final report in form of
an affidavit in a sealed cover in
the Allahabad High Court on
November 28.

Chinmayanand is lodged
in the jail following the case
lodged against him by the law
student under section 376C of
the IPC, an offence pertaining
to the abuse of one's position
by a person in authority to
"induce or seduce" a woman
under his charge to have "sex-
ual intercourse not amounting
to the offence of rape".

The four accused in the
extortion case are the 
woman law student who had
charged Chinmayanand with
sexual harassment, Sanjay,
Vikram and Sachin. All of
them are in jail.

IG-rank officer Naveen
Arora, who is heading the SIT,
had said on Tuesday that BJP
leaders DPS Rathore and Ajit
Singh have also been made
accused in the extortion case.

Chinmayamand, the law
student, and some others were
also brought to the court on
Wednesday after the charge

sheet was filed.
The law student and her

three male friends were
booked under sections 35
(criminal act done with a crim-
inal knowledge or intention),
385 (extortion), 506 (criminal
intimidation), 201 (disappear-
ance of evidences) of the
Indian Penal Code and section
67 of the Information
Technology Act.

The 72-year-old
Chinmayanand also faces the
charges of stalking under sec-
tion 354 D, wrongful confine-
ment under section 342 and
criminal intimidation under
section 506 of the IPC.

The SIT was constituted by
the Uttar Pradesh government
on the orders of the Supreme
Court in September to 
investigate the charges lev-
elled by the woman, who was
then a postgraduate student at
a college run by
Chinmayanand's trust.

The woman went missing
on August 24, a day after 
she posted a video on social
media alleging that a "senior
leader of the sant community"
was harassing and threatening
to kill her.

Her father had filed a com-
plaint with the police, accusing
Chinmayanand of sexually
harassing her, a charge 
refuted by the former Union
Minister's lawyer who claimed
it was a "conspiracy" to black-
mail him.

Chinmayanand was later
arrested on September 21. PTI
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Trinamool Congress MLA
and noted Bengali cine star

Debashree Roy has written to
BJP president Amit Shah seek-
ing to join his party.

Sources in the BJP said that
she sent a four-line typed mis-
sive on her official letterhead
dated October 20 in which
there was a condition men-
tioning of her joining the saf-
fron outfit.

The actor of Mahabharata

fame (where she played the role
of Bhisma’s mother) has report-
edly asked for central security as
a condition for joining the BJP.

Though the TMC legislator
denied having written such a
letter to the Union Home
Minister, she had, in fact,
approached the saffron leader-
ship in August this year seek-
ing to join that party. She was
seen sitting inside the BJP
headquarters in Delhi at a time
when former Trinamool
Congress leader and Minister
Sovan Chatterjee too had gone
to the Capital to join the saffron
party.

Sources say Chatterjee who
has not been in good terms
with Roy spiked her entry into
the BJP in August.
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Kolkata: West Bengal
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar
on Wednesday said he is "not
at war" with the state govern-
ment and that his objective is
to serve the people.

Dhankhar, who has been at
loggerheads with the West
Bengal government over sev-
eral issues, also said universi-
ties in the state are not allowed
to function the way they
should.

"Let me say, I am not at war
with the state government. I
have come here to serve the
people of the state," the gover-
nor said at an education forum
organised by the Merchants'
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (MCCI) here.

Dhankar said that as a
chancellor of universities, he
has been witness to several
developments that could grab
headlines.

"If I start to narrate all of
them, it will scream the news-
paper headlines the next day...
As chancellor, what we see is
that we don't allow universities
to function as they are sup-
posed to.

"The all-pervading ques-
tion which arises is who is the
greater boss, the chancellor or
the state?" he said.

Dhankar said he has tried
to ascertain the role of both the
chancellor and the state gov-
ernment in the functioning of
universities. PTI
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Bengaluru: The Karnataka
High Court on Wednesday
directed the State Government
to reconsider its decision to can-
cel the birth anniversary cele-
brations of Tipu Sultan, the con-
troversial 18th century ruler of
the erstwhile Mysore Kingdom,
but declined to stay the order.

A division bench, com-
prising Chief Justice Abhay
Shreeniwas Oka and Justice S
R Krishna Kumar, issued the
order while hearing a PIL chal-
lenging the Government's deci-
sion to cancel the November 10
Tipu Jayanti celebrations as a
State event.

It directed the Government
to reconsider its decision in two
months.

"It should not look like the
decision was taken arbitrarily,"
the bench observed, adding
that it felt that the state took the

decision without considering
the reasons mentioned in the
previous decisions to celebrate
Tipu Jayanti.

The State Government told
the court that it had not banned
private celebrations.

Noting this, the court
directed the Government to
provide protection to such cel-
ebrations and ensure peace.

Soon after coming to
power in Karnataka, the BJP
Government had in July
scrapped the celebration of
Tipu Sultan's birth anniversary.

The party had been oppos-
ing the annual event since it
was started by the
Siddaramaiah-led Congress
government in 2015.

Recently, a BJP MLA from
Kodagu had demanded
removal of a lesson on Tipu
Sultan from school textbooks,

following which the govern-
ment formed a committee to
look into it and submit a report.

BJP and right-wing organ-
isations have been strongly
opposing Tipu Sultan, calling
the erstwhile Mysore king a
"religious bigot".

Tipu Sultan was considered
an implacable enemy of the
British East India Company.

He was killed in May 1799
while defending his fort at
Srirangapatna against the
British forces.

Tipu Sultan, however, is a
controversial figure in Kodagu
district as the Kodavas
(Coorgis), a martial race,
believe thousands of their men
and women were seized and
held captive during his occu-
pation and subjected to torture,
death and forcible conversion
to Islam. PTI
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The Shiv Sena activists on
Wednesday vandalised a

branch office of the IFFCO
Tokio General Insurance
Company at Camp area in Pune,
in protest against the delay in
settling the claims of crop dam-
age caused to them during the
recent unseasonal rains.

The Sena activists, led by
the party’s Pune unit chief
Sanjay More, barged into the
branch office of IFFCO Tokio
General Insurance Company
located at Mangaldas Road in
the Cantonment area at 11 am
and raised vociferous slogans
against the delay in settling the
insurance claims of the farmers
affected by the unseasonal rains.

Sena activists, who were
carrying saffron flags with
them, went on a rampage
inside the insurance company’s
office, by smashing the window
panes glass dividers, destroying
the office furniture and cabins.

The Shiv Sena activists’
rampage at the IFFCO Tokio’s
branch office came a day after
Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray warned the insur-
ance company against delaying
settling claims of farmers
affected by the heavy unsea-
sonal rains across the State.    

Talking to media persons,
More said: “This is just the
beginning. We will stage sim-
ilar protests in typical Sena style
at other insurance company
offices in Pune and Mumbai. It
is in the interest of the various
companies that they settle the

insurance claims of the farm-
ers as quickly as possible”.

More said that the Sena
had written letters to various
insurance companies, including
IFFCO Tokio and Bajaj Allianz,
asking them to settle the farm-
ers’ insurance claims quickly.
“We are confident that our
today’s will go as a strong mes-
sage to various insurance com-
panies that the Sena means
business. We will not tolerate
any delay on the part of insur-
ance companies in settling the
farmers’ insurance claims,” the
Pune Sena unit chief said.
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Bengaluru: About 20 students
fell ill after consuming mid-day
meal in a State-run school in
Karnataka’s Chitradurga dis-
trict, an official said on
Wednesday.

"The incident occurred on
Tuesday afternoon, when about
20 students fell ill after con-
suming the meal served in the

co-education school at
Chennamma village in the dis-
trict," Chitradurga Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) C
Satyabhama told IANS on
phone. Chitradurga is 200km
northwest of Bengaluru.

The students were taken to
a state-run hospital for treat-
ment after some complained of

upset stomach and some vom-
ited. They were discharged in
the evening as they were out of
danger. "Sample of the dishes
have been sent for lab testing as
a lizard was suspected to have
been found in one of the ves-
sels in which rice was cooked.
We are waiting for the report,"
Mr Satyabhama added. IANS
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Mumbai: With the Supreme
Court verdict in the Ayodhya
case expected this month, NCP
chief Sharad Pawar on
Wednesday said none should
take law into their hands what-
ever be the eagerly-awaited
ruling.

Pawar said no section of the
society should see the verdict as
being against it and stressed
there should be no repeat of the
situation that prevailed in the
country post- demolition of the
Babri mosque in Uttar
Pradesh's Ayodhya town near-
ly 27 years ago.

Communal riots were wit-
nessed in parts of the country,
including Mumbai, after the
demolition of the medieval-era
mosque in December 1992.

Chief Justice of India
Ranjan Gogoi is expected to
deliver the verdict in the Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid
land dispute case before his
retirement on November 17.

"No section of the society
should perceive Ayodhya ver-
dict as being against it," Pawar
told reporters here.

The former Union minis-
ter said "it is good" that those

supporting construction of a
Ram temple at the disputed site
and those associated with the
Babri Masjid Action
Committee, a party to the case,
are ready to accept the court's
verdict.

"Whatever be the verdict,
no one should take law into
their hands. The situation
which prevailed after the Babri
Masjid demolition should not
be repeated.

"I would like to urge state
governments, too, to remain
alert," he said.

Meanwhile, Pawar
expressed concern over the
violent clashes between advo-
cates and Delhi police person-
nel in Tis Hazari court complex
in the national capital a few
days ago.

He said attacks on the peo-
ple in uniform may dent their
morale and urged Bar Council
of India chairman Manan
Kumar Mishra to take initiative
to restore normalcy.

"The Central Government
cannot shrug its responsibili-
ty in this case. It should look
seriously towards the episode,"
he said. PTI

Nagpur: With Maharashtra
staring at agrarian crisis, farm
activists in Nagpur on
Wednesday demanded that sur-
vey of crops damaged in recent
unseasonal rains be conducted
through drones and satellite.

The demand was raised by
leaders of 'Shetkari Sanghatna'
and'Vidarbha Rajya Andolan
Samiti' who staged demon-
strations at the Nagpur district

collectorate.
Their leaders claimed that

such surveys would cut down
the administrative delays in
farmers getting the compensa-
tion.

They also argued that
farmers need to clear their
fields for Rabi (winter crop)
sowing.

The leaders demanded that
the affected farmers be paid a

compensation of �30,000 (per
acre) for growers of cotton,
soyabean, paddy and vegeta-
bles, and �50,000 per acre for
losses caused to orchards of
oranges and other fruits.

Former president of
Shetkari Sanghatna and con-
venor of the Samiti, Ram Neole,
said many activists were
detained and released later in
evening. PTI
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Mumbai: Severe cyclonic storm
'Maha' is weakening, but it will
cause light to moderate rain on
Thursday in parts of
Maharashtra, the met depart-
ment said on Wednesday.

Madhya Maharashtra,
Thane and Palghar districts
will receive light to moderate
showers on Thursday due to the
cyclonic storm hovering in the
Arabian sea, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said.

"The severe cyclonic storm
Maha is weakening but moving
towards the coastal areas of
Gujarat. Its impact will be in the
form of light to moderate show-
ers in Madhya Maharashtra as
well as Thane and Palghar dis-
tricts, it said.

"It will turn into a deep
depression by Thursday morn-
ing, which means lessening of its
severity, an IMD official said.

Meanwhile, Thane and
Palghar district administrations
have stepped up preparedness to
deal with any eventuality in view
of the cyclonic storm.

While the Palghar district
administration had already
ordered closure of educational
institutions between November
6 and 8, the collector of Thane
district directed officials on
Wednesday to take a call
depending upon situation. PTI
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Guwahati: India and Bhutan
held a meeting here on
Wednesday on malaria elimi-
nation in both sides of the inter-
national border.

Specific action plans for 9
districts of India and 10 districts
of Bhutan along the border have
been developed at the meeting.

Addressing the meeting,
National Vector Borne Disease
Control Programme (NVBD-
CP) Director Dr Neeraj
Dhingra provided an overview
of the progress towards malar-
ia elimination in India by 2030.

Malaria cases in the coun-
try have reduced from over one
million in 2016 to around
4,19,000 in 2018, he said.

The country aims to
achieve zero indigenous case by
2027, sustain it thereafter and
secure malaria-free certification
by WHO in 2030, Dr Dhingra
said.

He also appreciated WHO
for supporting and coordinat-
ing the meeting between India
and Bhutan.

Union Health Joint
Secretary Rekha Shukla said
though India made a massive
improvement in eliminating
malaria, more needs to be done
to contribute towards elimi-
nating it in Bhutan and other
bordering countries.

In doing so, she empha-
sized the importance of strong
collaboration and people to
people interaction at local level
across the international borders
and with other sectors.

These include real time
sharing of information, joint
planning, and innovative
approaches to deliver the inter-
ventions and synchronisation of
implementation of interven-
tions across the Indo-Bhutan
border, Shukla added. PTI
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Jammu: AICC general secre-
tary Ambika Soni here on
Wednesday attacked the BJP,
saying it should hold elections
in the newly carved union ter-
ritory if it felt the decision taken
by it were democratic and the
situation normal. 

Soni was here to consult
the state party leadership on the
nationwide agitation against
the "economic crisis" and said
the demand for the restoration
of the statehood would be the
bottom line for the protests in
the Jammu region.  

In a reference to the abro-
gation of the special status of
Jammu and Kashmir, she
asked, "How many promises
have been fulfilled after the
decisions was taken three
months ago."  

Soni, who was accompa-
nied by senior party leaders,
including the party's J-K pres-
ident G A Mir, said people were
under detention and based on
her personal experience after
landing here on Tuesday, she
didn't see the Internet func-
tioning. 

"If the situation is normal,
how long will you keep the
former chief ministers
detained? If you have taken a

democratic decision, why you
don't take the opinion of peo-
ple by holding elections?,"
she said, adding that whatev-
er happened, happened in an
"undemocratic way and in a
haste".  

"It was done after lending
ear to misconceptions (created
about Jammu & Kashmir),"
she said.

Asked whether she sup-
ported elections before the
restoration of the statehood, the
Congress leader said, "My will-
ingness does not matter."  

"We had a meeting of
senior party colleagues and
activists this morning and we
are meeting again later in the
afternoon. 

What I have learnt is that
people are very disturbed as it
has happened for the first time
in the history of our country
that a state was bifurcated into
UTs," she said. Soni said she was
informed that people were "feel-
ing humiliated" and "very con-
cerned" about their future as the
decisions with regard to J-K
were taken in an "undemocra-
tic way without taking them
into confidence". Soni said
people wanted that the state-
hood be restored.  PTI
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Jammu: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Wednesday
took stock of the the progress of
ambitious Udhampur-
Baramulla rail link project and
gave explicit instructions to
expedite the work and complete
it by next year, an official
spokesman said.

PM Modi fixed the 2020
deadline for the ambitious pro-
ject connecting Srinagar to
Indian Railways network while
chairing his 31st interaction
meet through PRAGATI with

secretaries of various Union
ministries and chief secretaries
of various states and Union ter-
ritories, the spokesman said.

He said Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Secretary B V R
Subrahmanyam also partici-
pated in the video conference as
the prime minister reviewed
nine projects related to 16 states
and the Union Territory of
J&K. 

The Prime Minister
reviewed the progress of infra-
structure connectivity projects,
including that of the
Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla
Rail Link (USBRL), and gave
explicit instructions on speedy
completion of the project by
next year, the spokesman said.

Reviewing the progress of

Aspirational District
Programme, the prime minister
was apprised of 49 performance
indicators including the best
practices in grafted Walnut and
High Density Apple Plantation
in Kupwara district of north
Kashmir, the spokesman said. 

Calling it an act of "nation-
al service", Modi emphasised on
the need to decide on timelines
to bring the backward districts
up to the national average.

He also stressed that young
officers must be deployed in
aspirational districts, the
spokesman said.

He said Prime Minister was
also briefed about the progress
in National Agriculture Market
platform which has helped in
better price discovery.  PTI
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The BSE Sensex resumed its
record-setting run on

Wednesday — rallying 222
points to its new lifetime high
of 40,469.78 — as investors
accumulated banking and
financial stocks amid hopes of
more reform measures to boost
growth.

After opening on a chop-
py note, the 30-share Sensex
touched an all-time intra-day
high of 40,606.91 in late-after-
noon trade. It finally ended
221.55 points, or 0.55 per cent,
higher at 40,469.78. The pre-
vious closing high was
40,301.96, hit on November 4
(Monday).

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty briefly reclaimed the
12,000 level, before finishing at
11,966.05, showing a gain of
48.85 points, or 0.41 per cent.

Benchmark indices have
been on a rising spree on the
back of strong earnings, hopes
for another economic booster
from the government and pos-
itive cues from global markets,

experts said.
Speaking late on Tuesday,

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said the govern-
ment is working on steps to
resolve the issues being faced
by realty sector, which has a
spillover effect on many indus-
tries.

Top gainers in the Sensex
pack included ICICI Bank,
Infosys, HDFC, IndusInd
Bank, Tata Motors, Kotak
Bank, Axis Bank, L&T, Yes
Bank and HUL, spurting up to

2.64 per cent.
On the other hand, Bharti

Airtel, RIL, Bajaj Finance,
ONGC, HCL Tech, ITC and
Sun Pharma slipped up to 3.31
per cent.

“Market clocked a new
high based on commitment
from the FM to speed up
reforms in the near future.
Realty and financials outper-
formed in expectation of new
measures while metal stocks
gained owing to easing global
trade war.

“Better results from index
heavyweights kept expectation
high for earnings growth, influ-
encing investors to stay in the
market,” said Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Financial
Services.

Sectorally, BSE realty,
bankex, finance, metal, IT,
industrials and capital goods
indices rose up to 2.59 per cent.

On the other hand, con-
sumer durables, telecom and
energy tumbled up to 5.30 per
cent. Broader BSE midcap
index rose 0.15 per cent, while
smallcap ended 0.36 per cent
lower.

Globally, bourses in Hong
Kong, Tokyo and Seoul settled
higher, while Shanghai ended
in the red.

Exchanges in Europe were
trading on a mixed note in
their respective early deals.

Meanwhile, the Indian
rupee depreciated by 28 paise
to 70.97 against the US dollar
intra-day. Brent crude futures,
the global oil benchmark, fell
0.81 per cent to $62.45 
per barrel. 
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Snapping its three-session
winning streak, the Indian

rupee tumbled 28 paise to
close at 70.97 against the US
dollar on Wednesday as con-
tinuing uncertainty over the
US-China trade deal affected
currency market sentiment
worldwide.

However, robust foreign
fund inflows and easing crude
oil prices restricted the fall for
the domestic unit, forex brokers
said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened at 70.80 and skidded to
71.01 against the greenback
intra-day. The local unit final-
ly settled at 70.97, down 28
paise over its previous close.

Rahul Gupta, Emkay

Global Financial Services’ Head
of Currency, said the rupee-
dollar spot market has been in
a depreciating mode for the
past three weeks as US and
China have been hinting at a
‘phase one’ trade deal anytime
this month.

“Depreciation is getting
capped as market has started
getting doubtful of the silence
amid China’s attempts to push
the US to remove more tariffs,”
Gupta added.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six curren-
cies, fell by 0.14 per cent to
97.84.

Meanwhile, foreign insti-
tutional investors bought equi-
ties worth a net �1,011.49 crore
on Wednesday, provisional
exchange data showed.
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The Bombay High Court on
Wednesday refused interim

relief to Adani Group, which
had sought an injunction
against sale of stake of South
African firm Bidvest in the
Mumbai airport to GVK
Group or any other third party.

Adani Group had
approached the high court in
September seeking execution of
its agreement with Bid Services
Division Mauritius (‘Bidvest’),
for sale of Bidvest’s 13.5 per
cent stake in the airport to
Adani.

GVK is the majority stake-
holder in the Mumbai
International Airport Ltd
(MIAL), while Adani Group is

seeking to buy Bidvest’s minor-
ity stake. As per an agreement
between Adani and Bidvest
for stake sale, the last date for
making necessary payments
and transfer of shares was
September 30, which was later
extended, by consent, to
November 7.

On September 15 this year,
an arbitration tribunal, which
was hearing the dispute
between GVK and Bidvest over
the same issue, gave the GVK
group time till October 31 to
deposit the purchase price if it
wanted to exercise the “right of
first refusal”.

The tribunal said if GVK
failed to deposit the amount,
Bidvest would be free to sell its
shares to any third party.
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Arvind Singh, IAS officer of
1988 batch, Maharashtra

cadre, took over as chairman of
Airports Authority of India
on Wednesday. On his first day,
the chairman interacted with
AAI Board Members and
senior officials at AAI’s corpo-
rate headquarters, Rajiv
Gandhi Bhawan, New Delhi.
Prior to this appointment,
Arvind Singh was Additional
Chief Secretary (Energy) in
Government of Maharashtra.
He also worked as chairman &
amp; Managing Director of
Maharashtra State Power
Generation Company Ltd. and
the Maharashtra State
Electricity Transmission
Company Ltd. (MSETCL)

Arvind Singh, joined the
Indian Administrative Service
in 1988 in Maharashtra cadre,
after acquiring Bachelor’s and
Master’s Degrees in Economics
from St. Stephen’s College,
Delhi and from the 
Delhi School of Economics. His
initial assignments were as
Assistant Collector at
Aurangabad, as chief executive
officer of Aurangabad Zilla
Parishad and Nagpur Zilla
Parishad. 
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New Zealand would love to
see India as part of the

RCEP agreement, its Minister
of State for Trade and Export
Growth Damien O’Connor said
on Wednesday, days after New
Delhi decided not to join the
China-backed mega trade deal.

On Monday, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
Bangkok had said India will not
join the Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) as negoti-
ations failed to satisfactorily
address the country’s “out-
standing issues and concerns”.

As many as 16 countries -
- 10-nation bloc ASEAN and its
six trading partners including
India -- were negotiating the
free-trade pact RCEP.

New Delhi: Infosys on
Wednesday said speculations of
co-founders and former
employees being involved in
the recent whistleblower alle-
gations were “appalling” and
seem to be aimed at tarnishing
the image of some of “the
most accomplished and
respected individuals”.

Infosys - which is investi-
gating whistleblower com-
plaints that alleged unethical
practices by the company’s top
management - condemned the
“mischievous insinuations
made by anonymous sources
against the co-founders and
former colleagues, suggesting
their involvement in the recent
whistleblower allegations”.

“These speculations are
appalling and seem to be aimed
at tarnishing the image of some
of the most accomplished and
respected individuals. I have
deep regard for the life-long
contribution of all our co-
founders,” Infosys Chairman
Nandan Nilekani said in a

statement. He added that the
co-founders have served the
company “selflessly” and
remain committed to the long-
term success of Infosys.

He pointed out that an
external law firm is already
conducting an independent
investigation into the allega-
tions, and said the outcome of
the investigation will be shared
with all stakeholders at the rel-
evant time.

Earlier this week, Infosys
had said it is yet to receive any
evidence to corroborate anony-
mous whistleblowers’ com-
plaints. In October, Infosys had
informed the stock exchanges
of having received anonymous
whistleblowers’ complaints
alleging certain unethical prac-
tices by the top management.

Infosys Chairman Nandan
Nilekani had said the whistle-
blower complaint dated
September 20, as well as an
undated complaint had been
received by one of the board
members on September 30.PTI

New Delhi: India will see a mas-
sive $100 billion investment in
creating oil and gas infrastruc-
ture over the next five years as
the world’s third-largest energy
consumer steps up spending to
meet rising demand. Speaking
at KPMG’s Enrich 2019 con-
ference, he said India will chart
its own course of energy tran-
sition in a responsible manner
even as it is said to be a key dri-
ver of global energy demand in
the coming decades.

“India will see an invest-
ment of USD 100 billion by
2024 in oil refining, pipelines,
city gas distribution networks,
and LNG terminals,” he said.

Of this, $60 billion will
flow into the creation of gas
infrastructures such as
pipelines, city gas networks,
and import terminals, he said.

He said the country wants
more foreign investment inflow
into upstream oil and gas
exploration and production as
well as downstream fuel mar-
keting and petrochemicals.PTI
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Pakistan is among the worst
10 countries in the world

for internet and digital media
freedom, according to a report
by an internet watchdog.

The Freedom House, an
international internet rights
group, on Tuesday released its
‘Freedom on the Net’ (FoTN)
report for the year 2019, titled
‘The Crisis of Social Media’,
recording an overall decline in
global internet freedom between
June 2018 and May 2019.

The watchdog in its report
placed Pakistan at 26, out of
100 (100 being the worst) —
one place down from last year’s
ranking, Dawn News quoted
the report as saying.
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Scam-hit PMC Bank’s depos-
itors staged protest outside

the RBI office here on
Wednesday, demanding com-
plete withdrawal of their
money from the bank.

Most of the 20-odd depos-
itors took to sloganeering
against the RBI, alleging it was
hand-in-glove with the perpe-
trators of fraud.

The depositors, who gath-
ered here were from Tilak
Nagar in West Delhi where the
bank has a branch, said most of
their families have collective
deposits in excess of �51 lakh
in the bank.

Earlier in September, the
Reserve Bank of India had
imposed restrictions on the
withdrawal limit of the
account-holders after it found
alleged irregularities to the
tune of �4,355 crore by divert-
ing money to infrastructure
firm HDIL.
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American planemaker
Boeing Commercial air-

craft, part of a global duopoly
alongside European company
Airbus in the large commercial
aircraft market believes that
India will see a demand for
over 2,380 new aircraft over the
next two decades valued at over
$330 billion at list prices. In
addition, Indian aircraft oper-
ators are expected to spend
over $440 billion on services
including ground and flight
services as well as mainte-
nance and engineering much of
which will be ploughed back
into the local economy. While
many of the new aircraft will
replace older aircraft, there
will also be some incremental
additions which means the
overall Indian civilian aircraft
fleet is expected to quadruple
in size to 2500 aircraft by 2038.
Signs of the growth are evident
in the recent 300 aircraft order
by Indian aviation market-
leader IndiGo although that
went to Airbus. 

Boeing spokesperson,
Darren Hulst, Deputy Vice-
President, Commercial
Marketing, also said that he
expected the Boeing 737 MAX
aircraft, a significant number of
which has been ordered by low-
cost operator SpiceJet but suf-

fered two devastating fatal
crashes in Indonesia and
Ethiopia and was grounder
globally to be back in the air in
the first quarter of 2020. He
also said that the American
company is working with the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) to ensure
that the additional checks
required can be conducted
quickly. The grounding of the
aircraft was devastating to the
schedule of SpiceJet which has
several of the aircraft in airports
across India, including New
Delhi. 

According to news reports
from the United States, Boeing
is doing an extremely through
job to ensure the aircraft is safe
to fly but will face challenges in
securing consumer confidence
in the brand. 

Boeing also highlighted
that development work on
their proposed New Medium
Aircraft (NMA) is also pro-
gressing, this will be a 200-250
seat plane that will serve the
middle of the market and
according to the company is
ideally suited for short and
medium range flights such as
those between India and the
Arabian peninsula as well as
South-East Asia. However,
there is aso talk of Boeing
developing a potential ‘Future
Small Aircraft’ (FSA) to replace
the venerable 737 and effec-
tively compete with the newly
introduced Airbus A321XLR
which is capable of carrying
244 passengers between India
and Western Europe non-stop. 
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Washington: US President Donald
Trump and his Republican allies suf-
fered stinging defeats Tuesday as
Democrats were projected to win
closely-watched elections in two
states, results that signal troubling
headwinds for his 2020 re-election
campaign.

The Republican Governor Matt
Bevin in deep-red Kentucky was
ousted by his Democratic challenger
Andy Beshear, who led by less than
half a percentage point with 100 per-
cent of the vote counted, the official
overseeing the election declared.

Doubling the hurt, Trump’s party
also lost control of both chambers of
the legislature in increasingly blue

Virginia, US media including The New
York Times projected.

“We have called it for Attorney
General Beshear to be the Kentucky
Governor-elect,” Secretary of State
Alison Lundergan Grimes said on
CNN.

The US President tweeted that
Bevin “picked up at least 15 points in
last days, but perhaps not enough
(Fake News will blame Trump!).”
Beshear, whose father was the last
Democratic governor in the State,
claimed victory, but Bevin did not
throw in the towel.

“This is a close, close race. We are
not conceding this race by any stretch,”
the governor said.Should Bevin’s loss
be certified, it would be a shock defeat
for a conservative in a southern state
that Trump won by 30 percentage
points in 2016.

In Virginia, Democrats will now
hold all major statewide offices and
rule State Assembly, a comprehensive
consolidation of power not seen in the
State since the 1990s.Democratic
leadership swiftly portrayed the night
as a massive boost for the party head-
ing into next year’s monumental bat-

tle against the President.
“This historic victory should send

a chill down the spines of Donald
Trump and every Republican,”
Democratic National Committee
chairman Tom Perez said in a state-
ment.”Democrats are competing in
every election and every state, running
on our values, and channeling
unprecedented energy into the voting
booth — that’s how we won tonight,
that’s how we’ll beat Trump” in 2020.

Tuesday’s elections — including a
Governor’s race in Mississippi that US
media projected Republican candidate
Tate Reeves would win — were tests
of enthusiasm ahead of 2020 for
Trump, who is deeply unpopular
nationwide and is the subject of an
impeachment investigation.

Trump hailed the Mississippi
results, congratulating Reeves on
Twitter and claiming that his support
was key.”Congratulations to
@tatereeves on winning Governor of
the Great State of Mississippi. Our big
Rally on Friday night moved the num-
bers from a tie to a big WIN. Great
reaction under pressure Tate!” Trump
wrote. AFP
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London: British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson has
compared his main rival to
Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin as
he prepares to officially launch

the governing Conservative
Party’s campaign for the
December 12 election.
Johnson, writing in the Daily
Telegraph, says Jeremy Corbyn’s

Labour Party would “raise taxes
so wantonly” that it would
destroy Britain’s prosperity.

He says Labour leaders are
attacking the rich “with a relish

and vindictiveness not seen
since Stalin persecuted the
kulaks,” the wealthier peasants
who were targeted by the Soviet
regime in the 1930s. AP

Beijing: Chinese leader Xi
Jinping and French President
Emmanuel Macron declared
on Wednesday that the Paris
climate pact was “irreversible”,
showing a united front after
Washington formally 
withdrew from the accord this
week.

Major powers expressed
regret and concern after
President Donald Trump went
ahead with the pullout from the
Paris accord despite mounting
evidence of the reality and
impact of climate change.

Washington presented its
withdrawal letter to the United
Nations on Monday, the first
possible date under the accord
negotiated by Trump’s prede-
cessor Barack Obama, making
the world’s largest economy the
sole outlier from the agree-
ment.

In a joint written statement,
Xi and Macron reaffirmed
“their firm support for the
Paris accord which they con-
sider as an irreversible process

and a compass for strong action
on climate”.

Without directly naming
the US, Macron said he
“deplores the choices made by
others” as he sat next to Xi fol-
lowing the talks at the impos-
ing Great Hall of the People in
the Chinese capital.

“But I want to look at
them as marginal choices,”
Macron said. With the
European Union, China and
Russia backing the pact, he
added, “the isolated choice of
one or another is not enough
to change the course of the
world. It only leads to margin-
alisation.” 

In his remarks, Xi took a
veiled swipe at the United
States, which launched a trade
war with China last year and
has angered Beijing on various
diplomatic issues.

“We advocate for mutual
respect and equal treatment,
and are opposed to the law of
the jungle and acts of intimi-
dation,” Xi said. AFP

Washington: Pakistan considers
Afghan Taliban as a “relatively
friendly” and “reliable anti-India
element” in Afghanistan as it
fears a strategic encirclement by
New Delhi whose interest in the
war-torn country stems largely
from its broader regional rival-
ry with Islamabad, a US
Congressional report has said.

In its latest report on
Afghanistan, the independent
and bipartisan Congressional
Research Service (CRS) iden-
tified Pakistan as the most
important neighbour of
Afghanistan.However, it said
Pakistan wanted a weak gov-
ernment in Kabul and has
played an active, and by many
accounts, a negative role in
Afghan affairs for decades.

“Pakistan’s security estab-
lishment, fearful of a strategic
encirclement by India, appar-
ently continues to view the
Afghan Taliban as a relatively
friendly and reliable anti-India
element in Afghanistan,” the
CRS said. PTI

Beirut: Hundreds of schoolchildren led anti-
Government demonstrations across
Lebanon on Wednesday, refusing to return
to class before the demands of a nearly three-
week-old protest movement are met.

In the capital Beirut, dozens gathered in
front of the education Ministry, brandish-
ing Lebanese flags and chanting slogans
demanding the removal of a political class
seen as incompetent and corrupt.

“What will I do with a school leaver’s
certificate if I don’t have a country,” one pupil
told Lebanese television.

In the largest pupil-led protest, crowds
streamed into a central square in the south-
ern city of Sidon, demanding better public

education and more job opportunities for
school leavers, the state-run National News
Agency (NNA) reported.

In a school in the resort town of
Jounieh, just north of the capital, pupils
mobilised against school governors accus-
ing them of banning particpation in the
protests.Other pupil-led protests took place
in the southern cities of Tyre and Nabatieh,
the eastern city of Zahleh and the northern
city of Byblos, according to NNA and other
Lebanese media reports.

But demonstrators, who have kept up
their protests since October 17, were not
blocking key roads on Wednesday 
morning. AFP

Khartoum: Sudanese rebel groups engaged
in peace talks with Khartoum insisted
Wednesday that the country’s new parlia-
ment be formed only after an agreement is
reached to end long-running conflicts in
three border regions.

A power-sharing deal signed on August
17 between protest leaders and the gener-
als who ruled Sudan after the April over-
throw of longtime president Omar al-
Bashir stipulates that a 300-member par-
liament be formed within three months.

Since the signing of the so called
“Constitutional Declaration”, the transition-
al government, led by Prime Minister Abdalla
Hamdok, has engaged in talks with three rebel
groups to reach a peace deal to end the wars
in Darfur, Blue Nile and South Kordofan.

Rebel groups said that during talks in
the South Sudanese capital of Juba, the two
sides had agreed to delay the formation of
a new parliament until a peace deal has been
reached.The groups said they would not give
up their demand despite the protest move-
ment’s insistence on the original November
17 deadline stipulateed by the so-called
“Constitutional Declaration”. AFPWashington:US House impeach-

ment investigators on Tuesday sum-
moned President Donald Trump’s
acting chief of staff Mick Mulvaney
for a deposition, saying he has “sub-
stantial first-hand knowledge” of
Trump’s efforts to pressure Ukraine.

Mulvaney is the latest adminis-
tration official to be ordered to testify
with the impeachment probe closing
in around those nearest the president
as it proceeds into a new public phase,
in which transcripts of closed-door tes-
timony are being released.

Mulvaney is the highest-ranking
White House official to be summoned
in the probe, although he is unlikely to
comply given the White House’s oppo-
sition to administration officials coop-
erating with investigators.

The chairs of the three House com-
mittees leading the investigation wrote
Mulvaney requesting he appear before
the panels on Friday at 
9:00 am. AFP
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Arsene Wenger has not ruled
himself out of the running

for the vacant head coach role
at Bayern Munich while Ralf
Rangnick, another potential
candidate, is reportedly not
interested.

Wenger, 70, gave an evasive
answer when broadcaster beIn
Sports directly asked him about
working at Bayern, who need a
new head coach after Niko
Kovac was dismissed on Sunday.

Wenger, who speaks
fluent German, coached
Arsenal from October
1996 until May 2018 and
admits he misses
some aspects of
coaching.

W h i l e
Wenger has
enjoyed his
year away from
football, the sat-
isfaction of win-
ning matches and
preparing players are

“something you miss, of
course,” said the
Frenchman.

Meanwhile, Ralf
Rangnick, currently

head of sport and
development at

Red Bull and
the previous
sports direc-
tor at

Bundesliga
side RB Leipzig,

is reportedly the lat-
est big name to turn

Bayern down.
“Ralf is not available. We

don’t believe that what Ralf
Rangnick is all about is current-
ly being sought by Bayern,”
Rangnick’s manager Marc
Kosicke told German daily Bild.

“That why it doesn’t make
sense to hold concrete talks.”

Rangnick joins Ajax coach
Erik ten Hag and Paris Saint-
Germain boss Thomas Tuchel,
who have both stated that they
will not leave their current jobs
this season.
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Jorginho scored two penalties as Chelsea
came roaring back from 4-1 down to
draw 4-4 with nine-man Ajax in a

Champions League classic on Tuesday,
while holders Liverpool claimed a narrow
victory and a stuttering Barcelona were
held.

There was also a rousing comeback
win for Borussia Dortmund over Inter
Milan and a big success for Valencia, but
the greatest drama came at Stamford
Bridge.

Ajax appeared to be heading for a
stunning victory when Hakim Ziyech set
up Donny van de Beek to put them 4-1
ahead 10 minutes into the second half.

Before that, Jorginho quickly levelled
from the spot after Tammy Abraham’s own
goal gave the Dutch champions a second-
minute lead, but a Quincy Promes head-
er and a Kepa Arrizabalaga own goal made
it 3-1 at the break.

After conceding again, Cesar
Azpilicueta poked in from close range for
Chelsea to pull it back to 4-2, and then
came the crazy moment midway through
the second half which really gave them
hope.

In one fell swoop, Italian referee
Gianluca Rocchi sent off Ajax’s Daley
Blind and dismissed Joel Veltman for
a second caution for a handball in
the box seconds later. Jorginho
then converted the resulting penal-
ty.

Teenager Reece James made it 4-4, and
Chelsea thought they had gone in front
when Azpilicueta fired in, but that goal was
disallowed for an Abraham handball.

“I can’t explain the game. For all the
things we might analyse back, the mad-
ness of the game, we are here for enter-
tainment I suppose and anyone who
watched that has to say what a game of
football. Respect to Ajax, what a specta-
cle,” Chelsea boss Frank Lampard told BT
Sport.

The result means Ajax, Chelsea and
Valencia are level on seven points atop
Group H, with the Spaniards coming
from behind to beat Lille 4-1.

Nigerian striker Victor Osimhen
put Lille ahead at half-time, but Dani

Parejo’s penalty restored parity and
Valencia then scored three times in
the last eight minutes.

Adama Soumaoro’s own goal
was followed by a stunning
Geoffrey Kondogbia strike and
a Ferran Torres effort. Lille are

eliminated.

‘JOB DONE’ FOR KLOPP
Liverpool won 4-1 in Genk two

weeks ago and looked on course for

another comfortable victory
against the Belgians when
Georginio Wijnaldum gave
them the lead at Anfield.

However, with manager
Jurgen Klopp resting
several players ahead
of this weekend’s clash
with Manchester City,
the reigning European
champions were
pegged back.

Tanzanian strik-
er Mbwana Ally
Samatta headed
Genk level before
the interval, and it
took a fine strike by
Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain to
win the game.

“The plan was to win the game
and we did that, so job done,”
admitted Klopp.

Liverpool are top of Group E,
a point above Napoli, who could

have qualified for the last 16 with
a win against Salzburg but were
held to a 1-1 draw.

HAALAND SCORES AGAIN
Erling Braut Haaland’s early

penalty — the 19-year-old’s sev-
enth Champions League

goal this season — gave
Salzburg the lead,

before Hirving
Lozano equalised.

In Germany,
Inter looked to be
heading for a sec-
ond straight win
against Dortmund
as they raced into
a 2-0 half-time
lead with Lautaro
Martinez and
Matias Vecino
scoring.

Yet Borussia
Dortmund fought
back in the second

half to win the game as Achraf Hakimi
grabbed a brace either side of a Julian
Brandt goal.

It is a result that leaves Dortmund
second in Group F, three points ahead
of Inter and one behind Barcelona, who
are still top despite a 0-0 draw at home
to Slavia Prague.

MESSI DENIED
Lionel Messi almost scored one of

his finest goals, hitting the woodwork at
the end of an exhilarating run in the first
half.

Barcelona had not failed to score in
a home Champions League group game
in seven years and this result followed
a shock weekend defeat at Levante.

“We haven’t been convincing, either
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Young goalkeeper
Moirangthem Dheeraj

Singh got his maiden call-up
into the national team after
head coach Igor Stimac includ-
ed him in the 26-member squad
for the 2022 FIFA World Cup
qualifying matches against

Afghanistan and Oman later this
month.

India will play against
Afghanistan at the neutral venue
of Dushanbe, the capital city of
Tajikistan, on November 14 in
the first-leg match, while the
Blue Tigers take on Oman in
Muscat on November 19 for the
second-leg tie.

India had lost to Oman 1-2
in the home-leg in Guwahati on
September 5.

Dheeraj, whose perfor-
mance under the woodwork
during the 2017 FIFA U-17
World Cup in India earned him
accolades, is the third player
after skipper Amarjit Singh and
defender Anwar Ali from that

squad, to get a call in the senior
team camp.

“Dheeraj is a player for the
future. We have always trusted
our youngsters and they have
also shown their prowess on the
pitch. Our first choice goalkeep-
ers are Gurpreet and Amrinder
and we have seen Kamaljit and
Vishal too. Now we would like

to see Dheeraj closely as he
belongs to those we should rely
on in the future,” Stimac said.

He said it was “not an easy
task” to shortlist the players
“given the healthy competition”
in the team. “I trust them and
they know their responsibilities.
After watching the league
matches since they started, we

have shortlisted these players.
Some players who are not on the
list also performed highly and
came very close to getting select-
ed,” Stimac said.

“It’s not going to be an easy
task to select only a few players,
given the healthy competition
we have in each position. This
is a good headache for us.”
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There was no end to Indian shuttler
Saina Nehwal’s lackluster run of

form as the Olympic Bronze-medallist
crashed out of the China Open here on
Wednesday following a straight-game
opening-round defeat to local favourite
Cai Yan Yan.

The world No 9 Saina lost 9-21, 12-
21 in the women’s singles clash that last-
ed just 24 minutes to make an early exit
from the $700,000 tournament.

However, in men’s singles, Saina's
husband and personal coach Parupalli
Kashyap registered a comfortable
straight-game victory over Thailand’s
Sitthikom Thammasin.

The Indian outsmarted his Thai
opponent 21-14, 21-3 in 43 minutes. He
will face seventh seed Victor Axelson of

Denmark in the second round.
World Championships Bronze

medallist B Sai Praneeth also made it to
the second round beating Tommy

Sugiarto of Indonesia 15-21, 21-12, 21-
10 in a 52-minute hard-fought opening
round battle. The world No 11 Indian
will take on fourth seed Anders
Antonsen of Denmark in the next round.

However, it was curtains for compa-
triot Sameer Verma as he lost 18-21, 18-
21 against Hong Kong’s Lee Cheuk Yiu
in a opening round contest that lasted 45
minutes.

The mixed doubles pairing of Pranav
Jerry Chopra and N Sikki Reddy also
made a first-round exit. The duo went
down 14-21, 14-21 to Wang Chi-Lin and
Cheng Chi Ya of Chinese Taipei.

To add to India’s woes, the men’s
doubles pair of Manu Attri and B
Sumeeth Reddy also crashed out in the
first round, losing 21-23, 19-21 to
Malaysian combination of Aaron Chia
and Soh Wooi Yik.
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Olympic-bound Ravi
Dahiya wants to make

the most of his debut at the
quadrennial event in Tokyo
next year. His target? Nothing
but a Gold! 

“Medal toh medal hi hota
hai but chahna toh yehi hai ki
Gold hi le aaye kyunki Gold hi
bahut zyada zarurat hai desh
ko” (a medal is a medal but my
personal ambition is to bring
home the Gold as it is what
India needs the most),” Ravi
told Sports Authority of India
in his trademark Hariyanvi
accent, with a child-like inno-
cence but a strong determina-
tion. 

Ravi secured a Bronze at
the World Wrestling
Championships in Nur-Sultan,
Kazakhstan before clinching a
quota place for the country in
the 57kg men’s freestyle
wrestling category. He
achieved the milestone after a
6-1 victory over former world
champion Yuki Takahashi in
the quarterfinals of the meet. 

The 22-year-old, hailing
from Sonipat’s Nahri village,
was also included in the Sports
Authority of India’s Target
Olympic Podium Scheme
(TOPS) soon after. 

“TOPS is going to benefit
me a lot. We can go outside for
practice,” Ravi adds. “There
will be good physios and qual-
ity sparring partners. And the
training can be taken a notch
higher.” 

When asked to reveal his
training plans, he mentions,
“For 20-odd days, I would like
to train in some other places
in India like Shilaroo
(Himachal Pradesh) or even
go abroad for 20-25 days. This
will complement my training
at the Chhatrasal Stadium (in
New Delhi) which is going on

pretty well.”
Ravi, along with another

Olympic-bound wrestler
Deepak Poonia, goes through
a rigorous training regime at
the Chhatrasal Stadium. They
wake up at 3:30 in the morn-
ing and start their practice ses-
sion from 4. The warm-up
regime includes several rounds
of uthak-baithak (half
burpees), that can easily pin an
average joe. 

“I get free after training at
8am and have some badaam
(nuts) and juice as well as
fruits later. Then we rest for 2-
3 hours and start training
again in the afternoon non-
stop from 4 till 7.30,” says Ravi,
who does make it a point to
get at least 8 hours of sleep a
day. 

On a parting note, the 22-
year-old pehlwan reveals the
benchmark he has set for him-
self with humility. “I hope to
take part in 2-3 more
Olympics, apart from 2020.
Bas desh ke liye kuch accha
karke aaye (I want to do some-
thing good for the country)!”
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Arsenal manager Unai Emery
confirmed on Tuesday that

Granit Xhaka has been stripped
of the club captaincy after an
emotional outburst towards
supporters.

The Swiss international
swore and threw the captain’s
armband to the floor after being
booed as he was substituted
against Crystal Palace 10 days
ago.

P i e r r e - E m e r i c k
Aubameyang, who led Arsenal
for Saturday’s 1-1 draw at home
to Wolves, will take over as cap-
tain.

Xhaka was not included in
the squad for the Wolves match
or Wednesday’s visit to
Vitoria Guimaraes in the
Europa League.

“I was speaking with
him this morning
and also I decided
he's not one of
the captains in
our group
and I decid-
ed that and I
told him this
m o r n i n g , ”
Emery said. "He
accepted my deci-
sion.

“We have now

Aubameyang, Hector (Bellerin),
(Alexandre) Lacazette and
(Mesut) Ozil — they are the
four captains, and first is now
Aubameyang.”

“I needed to take one deci-
sion, and now it is closed,”
Emery added.

Xhaka, 27, blamed death
threats to his family for his furi-
ous response, saying he had
reached “boiling point”.

“My feeling of not being
understood by fans, and repeat-
ed abusive comments at match-
es and in social media over the
last weeks and months have
hurt me deeply,” he wrote on
Instagram.

“People have said things like
‘We will break your legs’, ‘Kill
your wife’ and ‘Wish that your
daughter gets cancer’.

“That has stirred me up
and I reached boiling point

when I felt the rejection in
the stadium.”

Xhaka had only
been confirmed as

captain by Emery
in September
after the

Spaniard took a
dressing room vote

to decide on the skip-
per after the departures of

Laurent Koscielny and Petr
Cech.

on Saturday or today, and we know there is a lot
of pressure now on the team. We have to respond,”
said coach Ernesto Valverde.

RB Leipzig top Group G after goals by Diego
Demme and Marcel Sabitzer gave the Germans a
2-0 win at Zenit Saint Petersburg.

Lyon are two points behind them in second fol-
lowing a 3-1 defeat of Benfica.

Joachim Andersen and Bertrand Traore scored
for Lyon either side of a goal from Memphis Depay,
who has now netted in all four Champions League
games this season. Haris Seferovic scored for
Benfica.

-0����������������������������
4�������������������������������
�����������	������ ���������&���
�����+��	����
�����
�������������
,����������������������������������
����������������������������������� &
������������������&W.

L3/3,08�=)4=3/'3

-��������������������&����������������
� �������������� ��������������������
	�������Q��
���9����R����
��������
�	���������
��<�&.

L7�4�)�%/)'0

-���������������������
�������	�����
�����
���� �
�� ������� �
��������	�
���������
������������������
����&.
L)08�8�(803

-�������� �� ��
���������������������
������ �������
��������	�����+�

�����������������
�����&.
L>/)��4)�$)/'

-�������
����������������� ���������
���� � ���������������
������&
>�� ����������� ��
����������������
�����������������::���������������F&.

L3/���03�5)*

-��+����	�������������
����� ��������&
�������������������&���+���������
������ ��
��	����������D�� ��������
�
����������&.

L48/3N8��,�*3

������	�� ���	���
���	"� 
���	6��	

8�*�	������	��	������	������	��������
����	���
������
	��	0���
���	 ���

������$	#���	������	��

.��	���	2*	D��
������

<�����-,���������
��-��	����,���


:�!�#��*	�(��  ��	2�	�	����

0	%��	��������	��	�	���	
������ ���

2��#��	�������	����	%�����	$��



 ����	�=�'�0��
 $>5�$%*?

@
 ����	�=���.����� A5�$%*?

��&'8�5�&�(82
�������1�2;
�&�1�

B�*6

Punishment like corporal
punishment, verbal abuse
should be strictly off limits
for children as it has sever-
al negative repercussions.

Child counsellors say that when a
healthy loving relationship exists
between parents and children, a sin-
gle look of disapproval or non com-
munication is enough to convey to
children that what they have done is
wrong. Here is what you could do to
avoid punishing your kids.

Judge the Age Appropriateness of
behavior. Mentally ask yourself the
question “is the behaviour exhibited
by my kid age appropriate?” If the
answer is yes then quit the idea of
punishment. For example, if your
three year old describes a guest as
“that fat man” you should not get
angry as it is age appropriate for tod-
dlers to describe what they see with-
out negative intent. Explanation
works better than punishment in such
situations.

Teach the difference between
right and wrong.  Kids are not born
with an inbuilt moral compass and it
becomes very difficult for them
when they get punished for doing
wrong things unknowingly. For
example, your five year old may have
lied to save his skin not knowing that
lying is ethically unacceptable. Instead
of punishment sit down with your
kids and make them understand the
moral differentiation between right
action and wrong.

You need to act as a role model
for your children if you really want
them to imbibe good behaviour nat-
urally. This means that you need to
practice things like not lying, speak-

ing politely and leading a disciplined
life yourself. When your kids see you
doing things that you have told them
to do, they automatically get motivat-
ed. This means that they will try to
be on their best behaviour most of the
time and it will become unnecessary
for you to inflict punishment.

Mostly kids behave badly as they
are extrinsically motivated by the
reward and punishment system.
Parents need to teach the concept of
intrinsic motivation where the option
of doing a good thing automatically
generates a feeling of organic happi-
ness.

The closer you are to your kids
emotionally and the more aware
you are of their needs and wants; it
will become easier for you to ensure
good behaviour. When a child feels
close and loved by parents good
behavior automatically follows by
intrinsic motivation and the desire to
impress.

Use a level and cool tone of voice
when you are reprimanding them for
some wrong doing. This tone auto-
matically makes kids feel that they
have done something wrong and they
are motivated to listen carefully.
Punishment can follow only if your
kids do not listen to repeated use of
this tone.

Not punishing kids does not
mean not disciplining them. Draw up
appropriate rules for behaviour in
your home and ensure that they are
followed. Discipline should be a part
of everyday life and not just reserved
for special occasions.

Publically appreciate kids when
they have behaved well as this will fur-
ther encourage them to keep up good

behaviour. Repeated appreciation of
good behaviour will work wonders
and actually prove to be more effec-
tive than any punishment system.

Punishment imparted in a
moment of fury and anger always foes
more harm than good. Whenever you
feel yourself getting angry, take a few
moments to calm yourself down. If
necessary, walk out of the room for

some time.
If behaviour problems persist

then consider taking kids to a child
counsellor where issues can be effec-
tively addressed. This is a much pre-
ferred mode of action than inflicting
punishment which could further
alienate your children.

Not only does overly harsh dis-
cipline cause resistance and retalia-
tion, it can easily encourage lying. A
child will focus on covering up mis-
demeanours to avoid punishment,
rather than changing their actual
behaviour. Finally, remember that
punitive consequences fail to teach
your child self-control. A child who
is always reprimanded without dis-
cussion fails to develop problem-solv-
ing skills or an ‘inner voice’ that helps
them think through behaviour before
acting.

Additionally, there is extensive
research that physical punishment
puts children at substantial risks for
future defiant and aggressive behav-
ior, increased mental health concerns,
as well as greater risk of serious injury
and abuse. Recent brain science
research has shown that harsh phys-
ical punishment may actually have
detrimental effects on the develop-
ment of a child's brain.

The negative effect of punish-
ment, physical or otherwise, extends
to our schools as well. Many schools
adopt “zero tolerance” policies, but in
order for those to work, educators
must discipline students in harsher
ways, often with little effect. 

What’s more, consistent use of
punishment in schools causes chil-
dren to become fearful and avoidant
of school and teachers, and interferes

with positive, pro-social relation-
ships. Brain science is showing us that
warmth and nurture are essential to
brain development. Academic success
— one of the best indicators of adult
success —is best achieved in a school
climate that is warm, welcoming, and
promotes positive behavior and pos-
itive interactions with adults and
peers.  In order to reduce the use of
physical punishment, we must have
other options.

Children learn to behave when
their parents notice and respond to
their behavior appropriately. When a
child misbehaves, it is essential that
parents remain calm and communi-
cate the appropriate way to get it right
next time.  Techniques such as teach-
ing behaviors that you want to see;
reinforcing specific behaviors asking
them to keep their hands to them-
selves or positive reinforcement when
they do the behavior; modeling
appropriate behavior parents keep
their hands to themselves; and com-
bining a low preferred behavior
doing homework with a high pre-
ferred behavior playing a game are
effective ways to encourage appropri-
ate behavior.

The risks to physical punishment
are huge and well outweigh the short
term reduction of a negative behav-
ior. It's time to change the culture of
discipline in our country, and to show
parents that there is a better way.
Rather than debate its effectiveness,
let’s educate on its tremendous risks,
and on more positive approaches to
discipline. It is not too late to change
our educational and parental disci-
pline practices. Our kids deserve bet-
ter.
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Have you ever seen a woman guide
in India? Many would answer,
‘Not really.’ The Mithila Parker-

starrer Chopsticks is the only recent
example where we see a woman assist-
ing a group of Chinese tourists across
places in the city. However, just as there
is a rise in women travellers in the coun-
try, travel experts say that women trav-
el aggregators and hospitality sector
players have grown too. And not just at
the management level or desk jobs, but
out on the field too.

Shalini Goyal Bhalla, founder of
WomenOfIndia, looks at it in a different
light by bringing rural and regional
women into the picture. “Why not
encourage them too?” She tells us that
even the WOI was conceptualised around
the same idea. “The idea was to bring
women in the public sphere through their
own skills and culture. Unless we involve
women in environment and make them
conscious about it, the things are not
going to change. Also, my observations
during my travel made me realise how
important the role of women is. I ques-
tioned, ‘What role can local women play
in tourism activities?’ I saw what poten-
tial they carry and what they can do if
given an opportunity. So I also looked at
it as a way of promoting regional cuisines,
arts and culture and different dialects that
India has through rural women.”

A whole subset of cuisine and culture
tourism can be developed around

women. Involving them has high tourism
potential as the knowledge on mountain,
plateau and cultural heritage can promote
the idea of sustainable tourism and
social enterprise. She says, “They can re-
organise the entire tourism industry,
flavours of the local cuisines, and culture.
Even the women who are skilled in var-
ious arts can present their dances and
music performances in front of the
tourists.” Shalini believes that women
would prove to be more courteous in
guiding the tourists than men.

One of the biggest reasons that
women are not a part of the tourism
industry is because of the fear of safety
and job security. Experts suggest that
companies need to discard the idea of
gender-based roles and promise women
safety and other job benefits. Women
guides are also trained and educated
properly on how to react in cases of
emergency during a trip. An initiative
to provide them tour maps, guidelines
and personal safety equipment is also

being brought into practice.
Deepti Sheth, vice president and

head (Human Resources), SOTC Travel,
says, “To provide women with equal
opportunities for leadership and entre-
preneurship, there are various corporate
policies for women employees which are
vital to support their continued employ-
ment even after going through the three
Ms — Marriage, Maternity and
Matriculation. There should be work
policies that motivate laws and benefits
for childcare and maternity, and flexible
work hours.”

With the ‘WOW: Women of Will’
initiative, the travel agency is encourag-
ing women to lead groups of 40 and
more travellers on various trips. Sheth
adds, “It is to motivate and encourage
participation of our women workforce to
fulfil their dreams and create an oppor-
tunity for them to network.”

Ankit Rastogi, head of air and
accommodation, Cleartrip, says, “With
more women getting increasingly

inclined to travel for various reasons,
backed with early exposure of various
trips and a determination to break the
stringent norms, a profession in the trav-
el industry is definitely attracting talent
beyond the gender factor. We keep the
candidate’s ability, attitude and enthusi-
asm as our priority, be it for finance, con-
tent, design and technology as well as for
customer relations like business devel-
opment, customer service and key
account management.”

Mona Cheriyan, president and group
head (Human Resources), Thomas Cook
(India) Ltd, says, “Over the past few
years, the contribution of women in the
travel and tourism industry has increased
exponentially. We offer our women
employees on-the-job training to hone
their entrepreneurial skills, and build
expertise in behavioural areas, along with
their existing domains. With WOW
tours, they can even book tours along
with fellow women colleagues, across dif-
ferent verticals.”

Even as per a report of 2016, there
has been a 38 per cent rise in hiring
vacancy for women at travel firms in
India.

Shalini, who, along with Dave Mann,
founder of WanderTribe, HKV
Association head SS Sarna, and NRAI
president Rahul Singh, will be seen talk-
ing about the emerging role of women
in the tourism industry at the India
Habitat Centre (on November 8), high-
lights that there is a new demand for
women service professionals. Unlike
previous times, when women weren’t
allowed travel alone or step out of the
houses without a male family member,
today, they are being encouraged even by
their husbands to take tours with their
friends or colleagues.

Travel firms like Girls On The Go
Club and SeekSherpa, both of which
have also been founded by women, are
examples of how ‘women only’ travel
groups are encouraging travellers to take
trips with complete safety and assurance.

The new tour 
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Actor Richa Chadha, whose comic timing
in Fukrey was lauded by many, says

humour is a fairly natural and organic way of
expressing oneself.

Richa now aims to take her love for
humour to the next level, by appearing in the
comic show, One Mic Stand. For the show, she
has been mentored by comedians Sapan
Verma and Ashish Shakya.

“I love to see people laugh. It is truly a joy-
ous thought to stand on stage and spread
humour with your words. Doing so is such a
satisfying feeling in itself,” said Richa.

“I have dabbled in stand-
up comedy before, very

briefly. But it was quite a
challenge taking this on.
Sapan and Ashish have
been admirable men-
tors, pushing me to do
better at each step.
They have distinct
styles and I have

imbibed a lot from
them. It has been
both daunting
and exciting to
take it up pro-
fessionally, even
though for a
brief  period
and learning
from the
experts,” she
added.

T a l k i n g
about humour,
she said, “It is a
fairly natural
and organic
way of expres-
sion. I strug-
gled a lot
because I am
aware people
think of me as a
ver y serious
person. So it
was confusing.
It is an exper-
iment for me
at best, but
then I owe
my career to
experimen-
tation.”

Richa’s
previous
r e l e a s e
was the 

c r i t i c a l l y
acclaimed Section

375, starring
Akshaye Khanna. She will

soon be seen in Ashwiny Iyer
Tiwari’s  Panga, starring
Kangana Ranaut.

She is currently working
on her several Bollywood
assignments, including the
shoot of the forthcoming sea-
son 2 of the web series Inside
Edge. F�#�%
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As I lounged around waiting for
actor Sooraj Pancholi to come,

director Irfan Kamal entered the
room and asked me to take a seat.
While I wondered whether I should
wait for the actor or start the interview,
the director seemed prepared.

Pointing towards the posters of
the film Satellite Shankar behind him,
I asked him the reason for the title. He
promptly answered, “The whole idea
is to get people thinking. It would
force them to dig deep into the film.
In today’s time, we don’t connect to
people much. There are satellites
which keep us connected only to our
mobile phones, TV or internet. Our
film will focus on this gap and con-
nect hearts.” 

As he spoke, Sooraj entered and
sat beside him which broke Kamal’s
chain of thoughts for a moment.
While the actor was preoccupied
with his phone, the director apprised
us about the initial thoughts that led
to this project. He said that he gets
many ideas while reading newspapers.
“When you read newspaper articles,
you try to dig deeper into that subject
and find the logic and reason behind
it. I once read an article on how sol-
diers are never off-duty and that
touched me deeply and gave birth to
the film’s concept. They often have to
return from their holidays before
they are over on receiving just one call
to serve the nation.” 

The film revolves around the
extraordinary journey of a soldier
which brings a nation together. As a
filmmaker, Kamal wants to restore the
dignity of soldiers among the common
citizenry. He talked about the chal-
lenges that soldiers face as they oper-
ate in regions with no network or
proper food supplies. They are not
aware of the happenings in and
around the world, or even what is
going on in their families. When peo-
ple watch this sacrifice in the film, they
will know the importance of their free-
dom. “If you don’t treat your family

well, just remember these people
don’t even get an opportunity to
meet theirs. One should learn from a
soldier,” said he.

The film is about Shankar (played
by Sooraj), who has never taken a
leave from his post. So concerned cit-
izens start a social media campaign to
send him back home on a much-
deserved break.

While Kamal was elaborating on
the film, the actor sat waiting for his
turn to speak. Talking about the chal-
lenges of his role, he said, “Usually,
patriotic films have action sequences.
But this is different as it is dominat-
ed by emotions. So I did not have to
learn the action part but yes, I had to
work really hard on the script and my
fitness.” Before he could give a deep-
er insight into his challenges, Kamal
took over and said, “It is very difficult
for any hero, especially an Indian one,
to lose his six packs. And he did that.” 

The actor nodded and said that he
was very muscular earlier since he was
quite active in sports for a long time.
“When he (Kamal) came to me with
the script, I thought it was an action
film. I was shocked when he told me
that it was not,” said he. The director
asked him to cut down on his muscle
mass and tone his body. Though it was
tough for the actor, he was keen on
doing it as he fell in love with the
script. According to him, it was once
in a lifetime kind of story. So “I
worked on myself. Losing fat is easy
but muscles, that is difficult,” added he. 

It was the motivation from the
whole team that helped the actor play
this role. “I had to eat, sleep and drink
Shankar in me because Kamal want-
ed me to feel like a soldier, not only
on screen but off-screen too,” said he.

The film has a smorgasbord of
emotions. On one side it portrays the
soldier’s happiness on meeting his
mother while on the other, it shows
the difficulties that are a part of his life.
But it was easy for the actor to bring
out his feelings as he comes from a

very emotional family. He said, “In fact
emotions drive any film. When I am
offered any role, I first look for emo-
tions and then the rest of the story. If
emotions are lacking, I don’t do it.”

Kamal said the rationale for the
film came from his desire to give back
to and acknowledge the armed forces.
“Maybe we have never really done
much for them. If people learn even
five per cent, it will fulfill my purpose.”

We have often seen patriotic films
and one wonders how this one is dif-
ferent. Explained Kamal, “The USP of
our film is the use of social media as
an awareness tool. It shows youngsters
coming forward and taking up this
cause. College kids and net savvy peo-
ple are involved.”

Sooraj, who debuted with Hero
(2015), said that this role is 10 times
tougher. “In my first film, I played
myself. The role demanded that I
know martial arts, dance and deliver
dialogues. But here I did not even feel
for a second that I needed to feel like
a hero,” he said.

This being his second film, the
actor has made a comeback as a lead
after four years. He said that he was
looking for projects, which offered
more than dance and action. “But it’s
never too late and now I am happy
because good things take time,” said
he. Soon after his debut Sooraj

became the talk of the town
because of the suicide of his
girlfriend Jiah Khan (actor).
When questioned if it had
affected his career, the actor
looked clueless, paused for
a while and said, “I don’t
know whether I should say
yes or no because it was
also my choice to take a
break at that point of time. Ups
and downs are a part of every-
body’s life. It was a conscious
decision to take a break. I was
offered a lot of films but I did-
n’t take them up because I was
not 100 per cent convinced by
them.”

He also indicated that he
was put on trial by the media.
He said, “Not even five per
cent of what the media wrote
about me is true. They have
only heard one side of the
story and not my version of it. I never
claimed I am innocent to gain peo-
ple’s sympathy.”

He added, “Media can’t get me
justice, only the court can. So, I have
been waiting for the court to take the
decision. This is my career, my bread
and butter. So I have to speak out
because what is happening is wrong.”

(The film releases on November
15.) �����=	�����>	�� ��
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The festival time is the peak
travel season for Indian

Railways. Taking advantage of
the pressure for availability of
reservation on trains during this
period, unscrupulous elements
become active, providing pas-
sengers with tickets on premi-
um prices in an unauthorised
way. Taking cue from the past
years the Railway Protection
Force of Northern Railway was
highly vigilant looking out for
such vendors. On receiving
inputs the RPF team raided sev-
eral premises and recovered
tickets that had been procured
through wrongful means.
Electronic computer hardware
and printers were also taken
into custody. 43 unauthorised
persons were rounded up last
month. Cases were registered
against them under different
sections of Railways Act. 255
future travel tickets amounting
to ̀ 5 lakh were recovered from
them.
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Integrity — a way of life was the
theme for this year’s Vigilance

Awareness Week.

Bureau of Indian Standards

Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS) obser ved Vigi lance
Awareness Week.  Various com-
petitions were organised during
the week and an award ceremo-
ny was held on last day at BIS HQ
Manak Bhawan, New Delhi.
Pramod Kumar Tiwari, DG, BIS,
addressed the gathering as a chief
guest and distributed awards to
the winners of quiz, painting
and essay competitions. In his
address, he laid emphasis on the
need to have integrity in our life.

Employees’ State Insurance
Corporation

ESIC observed Vigilance

Awareness Week in all its estab-
lishments. At its headquarters,
Raj Kumar, DG, ESIC, adminis-
tered the integrity pledge to ESIC
staff and officers.  

Quiz competition focussing
on the vigilance related matters
was organised in which many
officials actively participated. A
lecture series was also organised
in which Garima Bhagat, chief
vigilance officer, ESIC, delivered
a lecture on this year’s theme and
Shailendra Singh, chief technical
examiner, Central Vigilance
Commission, delivered a lecture
on procurement issues.

POWERGRID
Vigilance Awareness Week

was also observed in POWER-
GRID. Dr Madhukar Gupta,
additional secretar y,  DPE,
Ministry for Heavy Industries and
Public Enterprises was the chief

guest. During the valedictory
function, he distributed prizes to
the winners of various competi-
tions held during this week. On
this occasion Subhankar Das,
chief GM, vigilance, gave the
welcoming address and Hemant
Kumar Mallick, ED, NR-1, pre-
sented his valuable thoughts on
this year’s main theme. 

India Tourism Development
Corporation

ITDC hospitality, under the
Ministr y of Tourism,
Government of India, observed
Vigilance Awareness Week. All
the departments of ITDC organ-
ised various activities and events
to sensitise people about the
threat posed by corruption and
how people can collectively fight
against it. 

An oath taking ceremony
was held which was presided by
Piyush Tiwari, director of com-
mercial and marketing in the

presence of Pradip K Das, direc-
tor finance and Vinayak Garg,
chief vigilance officer along with
ITDC staff and executives.
Vinayak said, “Our purpose is to
grow and make great strides in
the rightful way. ITDC has initi-
ated a series of SOPs to ensure
that the system becomes better
and we reach greater height.”

In order to promote trans-
parency at work and better coor-
dination among different depart-
ments, ITDC also organised a
vendors interaction meet and
workshops, sensitization pro-
grammes for employees on poli-
cies and procedures of the organ-
isations. A nukkad natak was pre-
sented by the students of Ashok
Institute of Hospitality and
Tourism Management
(AIH&TM) emphasising how
corruption affects development of
a country. 

Punjab and Sind Bank 
Vigilance Awareness

Campaign was launched by the
GOI from October 28 to
November 2. To make this flag-

ship campaign successful Punjab
and Sind Bank (Gurgaon) organ-
ised the Vigilance Awareness
rally on Friday under the leader-
ship of zonal manager S Amolak
Singh, where staff of the office,
HO IT Department,  HO
Inspection and from local
branches participated. The mes-
sage of corruption-free society
was spread in the rally. Further,
a seminar was organised on
theme — Integrity-A way of life
to emphasise the significance of
probity and integrity in public
life.

Enormous development has been car-
ried towards power infrastructure in

Chhattisgarh which is rich in forests and
mineral resources. This has led to earn-
ing accolades at the national level. In a
communique issued by Chhattisgarh
State Power companies chairman
Shailendra Shukla, it was stated that as the
state is completing its 19th year of exis-
tence, it is gradually taking shape of a
power hub. 

The 474.67 per cent increase in
power consumption shows that the con-
sumers are taking benefit of the cheap and
uninterrupted power supply. On the
occasion of State Foundation Day, Shukla
while detailing about the achievements of
state power companies stated that this is
the only state in country which con-
tributes 12 to 13 per cent in the nation-
al power pool.

When the state came into existence,
the power generation capacity was mere-
ly 1360 MW which gradually increased
over the years to 3424.7 MW amounting
to an increase of 2064.7MW. Shukla
added that due to surplus availability of
power, the state has created miracles in
both agricultural and industrial fields and
a sort of revolution has taken place in
both the sectors. During inception of state
the numbers of energised pumps were
73,000 which now have increased to 4.5
lakh and farmers are being benefited
through these energised pumps round the
year. As of now all 19567 villages in the
state are electrified along with 38,000
hamlets.

Shukla further informed that the state
is counted among developed states at the
national level on issues like plant load fac-
tor and transmission capacity. Presently
its transmission capacity is 8169 MVA
against 1257 MVA during the inception
of state which is a 549.80 per cent
increase. In 2000 the numbers of EHT
sub-stations were 27 which now has rose
to 120. 

Shukla said in the current financial
year, a record of supplying highest 4760
MW power was recorded, which is
256.82 per cent increase against peak
power demand of 1334 MW in 2000.
Apart from establishing the first gas based
sub-station in the capital Central India’s
biggest Supervisory control and Data
Acquisition (SCADA) system has been
established in the capital which assists in
fast automatic restoration of power inter-
ruptions.

The four-day-long mega cul-
tural and literary event of
Kendriya Vidyalaya

Sangathan — Ek Bharat Shreshth
Bharat Parv — culminated in a
grand cultural evening with prize
distribution to the winners of
various events. Minister for
Human Resource Development,
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank inau-
gurated the event in the presence
of many prominent attendees. He
wore the attire of Andhra Pradesh
to give a message of Ek Bharat
Shreshth Bharat.

He said, “It’s a great opportu-
nity to be a part of this event. I am
amazed to witness our young stu-
dents, spreading the message of
national unity and integrity. KVS
is playing a prominent role in
order to achieve the dream of Ek
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat.”

This year 2,375 participants
came together to be the part it.
Various competitions were con-
ducted such as group dance of dif-
ferent states and countries, theatre
on pertinent issues, quiz, creative
writing, debates, painting and
many more. To add on pleasant
flavours of Indian culture and tra-
ditions, participants from all 25
KVS regions were paired to rep-
resent another state different than

their own. The concept was to cel-
ebrate the idea of India as a
nation wherein different cultural
units across varied geographies
coalesce and interact with each
other. This manifestation of
diverse cuisine, music, dance,
theatre, handicrafts, sports, liter-
ature, festivals, paintings and
sculpture will enable people to
imbibe the innate chord of bind-
ing and brotherhood.

Secretary, SE&L, MHRD,
Amit Khare, attended the closing
ceremony as a chief guest. Kolkata
region bagged 1st position as an
overall winner under Ek Bharat
Shreshth Bharat category, while
Bengaluru stood first in the cat-
egory of Language of LitFest and
Bhopal got first position in the
Display of Artefacts or Exhibition.
A total number of 28 events were
organised during the occasion.

Amit Khare hailed the efforts
of Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan
for organising the event. He
appealed all students to imbibe the
concept of Ek Bharat Shreshth
Bharat and make it a part of their
daily life. He asked all principals
to allot special page in their annu-
al school magazine for the same. 

Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat on
its concluding day adopted
Swachh Bharat as its side theme to

promote awareness on clean and
green environment. There were
four different side themes allotted
for all the four days, namely fit
India, samagra shiksha and jal
suraksha, ban on use of plastic and
swachh bharat.

The event, on its last day, gra-
ciously started with the solo clas-
sical dance performances of
selected participants from 25 KVS
regions across the country. 

The 18th Kishore Kumar
awards was held at Pearey

Lal Auditorium, New Delhi.
The programme was organ-
ised by Kishore Kumar
Memorial Club (KKMC) to
pay tributes to the legendary
singer-actor Kishore Kumar.
The well-known art promot-
er, Lala Ram, CP Sharma and
Amarjit Singh Kohli jointly
inaugurated the function by
lilting the lamp. The KKMC
founder, general secretary,
Kamal Dhimanm, demanded
Indian Government to confer
the posthumous Bharat Ratna
to legendary Kishore Kumar
on this occasion. 

Under the supervision of
Parveen Sharma, president,
KKMC and DC Maurya, vice
president, KKMC, a book
titled Madhubala — The
Venus of Indian Cinema by

Kamal Dhiman was also
released. The book consists of
the contribution of
Madhubala as an actress and
producer.  Dhiman said,
“Every year, two awards are
given to those who have made
significant contribution in the
field of art and culture (Kala
Ratna Award) and society
(Samaj Ratna Award). This
year, Kala Ratna Award was
given to film actors — Manoj
Bakshi, Banwari Lal Jhol and
Deepak Raja, linguist Dr SC
Chadha, dental surgeon Dr
Gautam Khatak,  lyricist
Pradeep Sharma Khusro,
author Narendra Singh while
the Samaj Ratna Awardees
were social activist Pt Mahesh
Chandra Sharma, Sandeep
Kumar,  Pankaj Kumar
Shrotriya, Ajay Bansal and
Rakesh Pandey.

NBT’s titles commemorate 550th
year of Guru Nanak Dev to be

released by HRD Minister and
Minister for Food Processing
Industries. This year the world cel-
ebrates the 550th birthday of Guru
Nanak Dev. The occasion is marked
by book releases, panel discussions,
deliberations and seminars on the
life and teachings of Guru Nanak.

On the occasion, the National
Book Trust of our country has
published three titles – Guru Nanak
Bani, Nanak Bani, and Sakhian
Guru Nanak Dev – to spread the
message of his writings amongst
readers of Indian sub-continent.
These books published originally in
Punjabi shall be translated into 15
major Indian languages.

The above three tit les of
National Book Trust will be released
by Dr Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank,
HRD Minister and Harsimrat Kaur

Badal, Minister for Food Processing
Industries, at Sri Guru Teg Bahadur
Khalsa College, University of Delhi,
on November 7 at 10 am. Principal
Dr Jaswinder Singh, Chairman S
Tarlochan Singh, Dr Jaspal Singh,
Member NCMEI, and professor
Govind Prasad Sharma, Chairman
NBT, will also be present.

NBT India has already pub-
lished the Guru Nanak Bani in
Urdu, Odia, Marathi, Hindi and
Gujarati.  The translation in
Assamese, Bengali,  Kannada,
Sanskrit, Kashmiri, Malayalam,
Punjabi, Tamil, Telugu, Sindhi and
English will be published.

The Union Cabinet passed a
Resolution in November 2018, to
celebrate the 550th Birth
Anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev in
the year 2019, throughout the coun-
try and across the globe, in a grand
and befitting manner along with

State Governments and the Indian
Missions abroad. One of the high-
lights of the decisions taken in the
Cabinet meeting was that the NBT
India will publish the Gurbani in
dif ferent Indian languages.
UNESCO will publish Guru Nanak
Dev’s writings in major world lan-
guages.

In the book entitled Guru Nanak
Bani, compiled by Bhai Jodh Singh,
has collected various verses from the
original Bani of Guru Nanak Dev
and collated them according to the
theme. The book Nanak Bani (com-
piled by Manjit Singh) is a collection
of five prominent writings (paanch
bania) of Guru Nanak Dev. The
Janamsakhis, literally meaning birth
stories, are writings which profess to
be the biographies of Guru Nanak.
Sakhian Guru Nanak (compiled by
Jagtarjit Singh) is a book based on
life stories of the holy figure.
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KVS CELEBRATES UNITY IN DIVERSITY

When a person, after listening and
studying the Vedic thought

becomes capable of differentiating
between different types of matters in
the universe, s/he aspires to realise
God. Defined as the Almighty in four
Vedas, God doesn’t need help in con-
trolling the universe, states
Shwetashwataropnishad. His unlim-
ited knowledge, power and deeds are
automatically present. So, God is the
one, who after creating the universe,
perfectly holds, nourishes and re-cre-
ates it. He controls deaths, births, pro-
vides food to everyone, creates sea-
sons, gives knowledge of Vedas and
how to attain salvation. The move-
ment of planets, sun, moon, stars are
controlled by him. Under God’s
directions, souls take birth, based on
their previous lives’ deeds.  Therefore,

the greatness of Almighty is beyond
consideration, imagination and cal-
culation.

Manusmriti Shlok says that He
preaches three divine forms of knowl-
edge — Gyan Kand (knowledge of
worldly matters) Karma Kand
(knowledge of deeds) Upasana Kand
(knowledge of the way to worship
God). “There is only one God, who
bears the load/burden of entire uni-
verse. Being alive, He alone gives
movement to both alive and non-alive
worlds. The living world comprises
souls and the world which is visible
is not alive,” says Yajurved Mantra.

God gives power, energy, move-

ment to the earth and enables heav-
enly bodies to emit light. He has given
fertility to earth where humans find
shelter as well as coal, diamonds, gold,
silver, iron, brass and more. In
Yajurved mantra, God has been
described as “Shukram and Akayam”
i.e. Almighty and Formless. Those
who had tangible form like Ravanna,
kansa, Duryodhan, Pandavas,
Bheeshma Pitamah, Alexander,
Napoleon Bonaparte, Rustam-e-Hind
Dara, King-Kong, Gamma had neg-
ligible power as compared to
Almighty. Rigved mandal 10, Sukta
48, Manta 6 states, “Human-beings
who have all types of weapons and

challenge Me (God) to fight, are
destroyed by my unseen, unlimited
destructive power, without any
weapon, within a fraction of second.”

In fact, as per Samved Mantra
744, “We must worship the God
whom our forefathers worshipped
from the beginning.” So, we must
worship and pray that God protect us
from sins and evil thoughts so that we
enjoy a long, happy life and at the end
of which we attain salvation. 

We must remember our
ancient/present Rishi-Munis whom
the Vedas have made authentic dig-
nitaries to preach Vedas and know
God accordingly.

(The author is Swami Ram
Swarup, who is the chief editor of the
Ved Ishvareeya vani, a bi-annual
magazine.)
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Their frailties in the shortest format
under the scanner, India would be
aiming to ensure that a plucky

Bangladesh don’t run away with the
momentum when the two sides clash in
the second T20I, which is facing a
cyclonic threat here today.

India have not had the kind of suc-
cess in T20s as they have enjoyed in the
other two formats of late and that is evi-
dent from the results this year.

They have already lost a series at
home this year — to Australia — before
drawing against South Africa who were
otherwise hammered in Tests.

In the absence of some senior play-
ers, including regular skipper Virat
Kohli, the second game of the three-
match series is an ideal platform for the
fringe players to show what they are
made of.

All this will depend on how much
of an impact Cyclone Maha, which is
expected to make landfall in Gujarat on
match day, has on the weather in the city.

In fact, heavy rains, associated with
lightening, lashed the city on Wednesday
evening. The wicket at the Saurashtra
Cricket Association Stadium is, howev-
er, protected with covers.

A series loss to Bangladesh will only
pose more questions to the home team
as it looks to zero in on a settled squad
for next year’s T20 World Cup.

Rohit, who had a rare failure on
Sunday, would be keen to lead by exam-
ple.

Another batsman who will be under
pressure is K L Rahul, trying to cement
his place in the T20 eleven after losing
his spot in the Test squad.

A lot was expected from India’s
young brigade on Sunday but barring
Shreyas Iyer, no one took the opposition
attack by the scruff of its neck.

The likes of Rishabh Pant, Krunal
Pandya and all-rounder Shivam Dube,
who did not have a great start to his
career, will have to justify their selection
and deliver when the situation demands.

It would be interesting to see

whether the team management
gives another chance to Dube,
or brings in Kerala wicket-
keeper batsman Sanju Samson.

Also, if Karnataka batsman
Manish Pandey makes the playing
XI, one of them will have to make
way for him.

The inexperienced Indian
bowling attack is another area
of concern for the team management.
Pacer Khaleel Ahmed, who leaked 37
runs in his four overs and was ham-
mered for four consecutive boundaries
in the penultimate over in Delhi, could
be dropped and Shardul Thakur may get
a look in.

Spinners Washington Sundar,
Yuzvendra Chahal and Krunal Pandya
will not only have to contain the rival
batsmen but will also need to provide
breakthroughs.

On the other hand, Bangladesh, who
registered their first T20 win against
India in nine matches, will look to seal
a memorable series victory.

Rahim would look to play another
crucial innings for the side in absence
of senior pros Tamim Iqbal and Shakib.

Bangladesh bowlers, particularly
spinner Aminul Isam and pacer Shafiul
Islam, had a good outing at Kotla and
will be aiming to build on that perfor-
mance.
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Kings XI Punjab co-owner Ness
Wadia on Wednesday said the

franchise and former skipper
Ravichandran Ashwin have amica-
bly decided to part ways even
though Delhi Capitals is still not a
done deal.

Stylish opener KL Rahul is
expected to lead the side after
Ashwin’s departure.

KXIP has been negotiating
with Delhi Capitals for the past two
months but now it has come to light

that a few other teams are also inter-
ested in Ashwin, who captained
the Punjab franchise for the
past two seasons but could
not take the side to the
play-offs.

“I know there is a
lot of speculation but
we are still talking.
Ashwin is a very
good, versatile
player. Any
team would
love to have
him. We are

talking to a few different teams
(including Delhi) and as soon as

we are clear, we will announce it,”
Wadia said.

“We (Ashwin and
KXIP) have amicably come

to a conclusion that we should
part ways and now we are try-

ing to get the best fit, best
solution for every-

one. We are talk-
ing to a few

teams to see
where the

best fit is

and the best value comes for both
Ashwin and ourselves. We want the
best deal for everyone,” he added.

Wadia had last month said that
the KXIP board had a re-think on
Ashwin and decided to retain the
premier India spinner following the
appointment of Anil Kumble as
head coach. 

Now it has come quite clear that
negotiations over Ashwin trade-off
have resumed.

The announcement will have to
be made before the IPL transfer win-
dow closes on November 14.
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India captain Rohit Sharma hinted at
rejigging the pace combination for the sec-

ond T20 while defending the batting line-
up, in which senior opener Shikhar Dhawan
has been struggling for some time.

“Our batting looks good. So I don’t think
there’s any change we need to make in our
batting. But we’ll analyze the pitch, and based
on that we’ll see what we can do as a team,”
Rohit said during pre-match interaction.

While he didn’t take names but there is
a chance of Shardul Thakur coming in place
of Khaleel, whose pace at times is making
it easier for the opposition to negotiate at the
death overs.

“The (pace-bowling) combination that
we played in the last game, it was based on
the pitch that was on offer in Delhi. We will
see the pitch again today and we will think
what we need to do in our bowling line-up,”
the skipper said.

He is expecting Rajkot track to play bet-
ter than the one at Kotla.

“The pitch looks good. Rajkot has
always been a good track to bat on and it
does offer some assistance to the bowlers
also. It will be a good pitch. I’m pretty sure
it will be better than what you saw in Delhi,”
he opined.

While strategy is a confidential thing, a
change in approach is something that the
stand -in skipper expects from his mates.

“I cannot tell you strategy but what I can
definitely tell you is that there will be changes
in our approach. In the last match (in New
Delhi), we played according to the pitch. We
were playing as per the ways the pitch was
reacting.

“But if the pitch here (at Rajkot) is good,
our approach will be different as well in both
bowling and batting (departments).”

He expects a collective performance
from his team.

“The batsmen need to get the job done,
the bowlers need to come out and take those
crucial wickets. That will be the idea. We are
not focusing on any individual depart-
ments. Because we lost as a team, not as indi-
viduals,” Rohit said.
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Australia cricket leg-
end Adam Gilchrist

on Wednesday said T20
cricket is a bit of lottery
but pinned India as one
of the favourites to lift
the format’s ICC World
Cup in his country next
year.  Besides India,
Gilchrist picked

England, his own coun-
try and New Zealand as
the front-runners.

“Probably they
(India) will be featuring
in semi-finals and the
finals. I can’t predict who
is going to win but I sus-
pect that the usual sus-
pects like India, England,
Australia and New
Zealand will probably

make the long way, semi-
finals of course,”
Gilchrist said at a pro-
motional event.

Insisting that cur-
rent world No 1 T20
side Pakistan too cannot
be counted out, Gilchrist
said even though he has
listed his favourites, it is
hard to predict anything
in the shortest format of
the game.

“Pakistan are num-
ber one ranked team in
the format, so you can-
not rule them out. But
T20 cricket is a bit of lot-
tery so it is hard to pre-
dict the winner until the
final runs are scored or
wickets are taken,” he
added.

The 45-match ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup
will be held in Australia
from October 18 to
November 15 next year
and will be played across
eight Australian cities
— Adelaide, Brisbane,
Canberra, Geelong,
Hobart,  Melbourne,
Perth and Sydney. 

�� ��'85)

India shooters bagged eight
medals on the second day of

the Asian Shooting
Championship here, but nar-
rowly missed out on at least
three possible Tokyo Olympic
quota places on Wednesday.

India, thus, increased its
medals tally to 13 after the five
the country’s shooters won on
Tuesday.

India’s tally now stood at
four Gold, three Silver and six
Bronze medals.

The Indian men’s Trap team
of Kynan, Manavjit Singh
Sandhu and Prithviraj won the
Silver medal with a total score of
357, six short of Kuwait who
won the Gold.

In the men’s 25m Rapid
Fire Pistol, Anish Bhanwala fin-
ished 11th in qualification with
a score of 574. A poor final series
put paid to his hopes of bagging
one of the four available Tokyo
2020 quotas in the event.

In the end, he narrowly
missed out on an Olympic quota
to a Thai competitor, who fin-
ished 10th to pick up the fourth
quota place on offer.

The Indian trio of Anish,
Bhavesh Shekhawat and Adarsh
Singh, however, won team
Bronze with a combined score of
1716. 

Indian shooters in the junior
section of the same event also
emulated their seniors with

Ayush Jindal, Ayush Sangwan
and Japtyesh Jaspal winning the
team Bronze.

India picked up two Gold,
two Silver and two Bronze
medals additionally in the junior
men’s and women’s 50m Rifle
Prone competitions.

The junior men's team com-
prising Niraj Kumar, Abid Ali
Khan and Harshrajsinhji Gohil
logged a total of 1845 to win the
Gold ahead of China and Korea.

Niraj, with his effort of
616.3, also won an individual
Silver and Abid an individual
Bronze with a score of 614.4.

The junior women’s prone
team comprising Nishchal,
Bhakti Khamkar and Kinnori
Konar also won the team Gold
with a combined score of 1836.3. 

Nishchal and Bhakti too
won an individual Silver and
Bronze by notching up scores of
615.3 and 614.2 respectively.

The pair of Anjum Moudgil
and Deepak Kumar later crossed
the first qualification round of
the 10m Air Rifle Mixed Team
competition, shooting a total of
626.2. The duo finished sixth out
of 36 teams.

In the second qualifying
stage, they, however, Anjum
and Deepak had to be satisfied
with a sixth place finish.

The second Indian team
comprising Apurvi Chandela
and Divyansh Singh Panwar
finished a disappointing 18th in
the same event.
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Roston Chase and Shai
Hope struck fine half-

centuries as West Indies
produced an all-round
effort to register a comfort-
able seven-wicket win over
Afghanistan in the first
ODI of the three-match
series here on Wednesday.

Opting to field, West
Indies bowlers came up
with a fine show to bundle
out Afghanistan for 194 in
45.2 overs.

Jason Holder (2/21),
Chase (2/31) and Romario
Shepherd (2/32) shared six
wickets among them to rock
the Afghans.

Rahmat Shah (61),
wicket-keeper batsman
Ikram Alikhil (58) and
Asghar Afghan (35) were
the notable scorers for
Afghanistan, who has cho-
sen Bharat Ratna Shri Atal
Bihari Vajpayee Ekana
Cricket Stadium as their
new home venue.

West Indies did not
have a bright start to their
chase as they lost Evin
Lewis (7) and Shimron
Hetmyer (3) at the score of
25 in 7.4 overs.

But then, Hope (77 not
out) and Chase (94) joined
hands and stitched 163 runs
for the third wicket to lay
the foundation for West
Indies victory as they
reached 197 for three in
46.3 overs.

Spinner Mujeeb Ur
Rahman (2/33) picked up
two wickets for
Afghanistan.

The second ODI of the
series will be played at the
same venue on Saturday. 
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Bangladesh captain
Mahmudullah on

Wednesday said a T20 series
win against hosts India will
be a “big boost” for
Bangladesh cricket in the
wake of  recent setbacks,
including the ban on star
player Shakib-Al-Hasan.

“If you concentrate on

the recent (developments),
whatever is going on in
Bangladesh cricket, a series
win will be a big boost for
Bangladesh cricket and also
a big boost for the
Bangladesh cricket team,”
Mahmudullah said.

“And hopefully as I have
mentioned, today we have
to play good cricket to beat
India because we know that

they are a good side at
home and across the
world, so we have to

F"����-�7��7�		������/����-,����� �/	��������,! on our top from the first ball,”
he said. The captain thinks this

is Bangladesh’s best chance to win
a T20 series against India.

“Obviously, I think, it is a great-
great opportunity especially when
you have already won the first game
in the series, so it’s a great oppor-
tunity and I think boys are feeling
energetic about it and hopefully we
can put up a good show tomorrow,”
he added.

He said winning against India
in India would be a big achieve-
ment.
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��
���� Stand-in captain Rohit Sharma
will become the first Indian player and
second in world cricket to complete 100
T20 Internationals when he will take the
field in the second game against
Bangladesh today.

Shoaib Malik (111 games) from
Pakistan is the only player to have played
more than 100 T20I.

Rohit is currently the top-scorer in
this format with 2452 runs with regu-
lar skipper Virat Kohli second in the list
with an aggregate of 2450 runs. He has
scored the runs at a strike-rate of
136.67 with four hundreds and 17 half-
centuries. His opposite number
Mahmudullah Riyad is also on the cusp
of a national record.

If he happens to hit two more sixes,
he will be the first Bangladeshi batsman
to complete 50 sixes in this format. PTI
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