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Noted film actor of yester-
year and former MP Jaya

Prada joined the BJP on
Tuesday and will take on
Samajwadi Party’s Muslim face
Azam Khan in Rampur, while
Maneka Gandhi and her son,
Varun Gandhi, swapped their
seats of Pilibhit and Sultanpur
as per the ninth list of the BJP
released on Tuesday.

Union Minister Manoj
Sinha has been fielded from
Ghazipur, Rita Bahuguna from
Allahabad, State BJP president
Mahendra Nath Pandey from
Chandauli, and Jagdambika
Pal from Doomariyaganj.

BJP’s ninth list which has 29
candidates from Uttar Pradesh
(and 10 from West Bengal)
repeats many of the current
MPs, including BJP’s Kisan
Morcha head Virendra Singh
Mast (Ballia), Harish Dwivedi
(Basti), Kirtwardhan Singh
(Gonda), Pankaj Choudhary
(Maharganj), Vijay Dube
(Kushinagar), Kamleshwar
Paswan (Bansgaon SC),
Ravindra Kushwaha
(Salempur), Sadhvi Niranjan
Jyoti (Fatehpur), Lallu Singh
(Faizabad), Daddan Mishra
(Shawasti), and Brijbhushan
Sharan Singh (Kaiserganj).

The Rampur contest has
the potential to be bitter and
intense since both Jaya Prada
and Azam Khan arch rivals.
Jaya Prada had at one time
accused Khan of circulating
scurrilous video purportedly
featuring her in Rampur.

Rampur has the highest
concentration of Muslims in
entire UP. Muslims are over 50
per cent of the total voters in
the constituency. Riding the
Modi wave, BJP’s Nepal Singh
had won from there in 2014.

A two-term Lok Sabha
member from the SP, Jaya
Prada is a close associate of

Rajya Sabha member Amar
Singh, who was expelled from
the SP and has since come close
to the BJP. 

Lauding Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Jaya Prada
described him as a “brave”
leader in whose hands the coun-
try is “safe”.

Noting that she started her

political journey with the TDP
and was its Rajya Sabha mem-
ber before joining the SP and
being elected to Lok Sabha
from Rampur, Jaya Prada told
reporters that joining the BJP is
a “significant” moment in her
life and she would now work
dedicatedly for the saffron 
party.
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On his first visit to the city
after being declared the

BJP candidate from Patna
Sahib, Union Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad was on
Tuesday shown black flags by
supporters of RK Sinha, a Rajya
Sabha MP, leading to a clash
with party workers who had
gathered at the airport to wel-
come Prasad. 

RK Sinha was hopeful of
BJP ticket for the seat. Prasad
drove away while telling the
media, “I thank my party for
considering me for this great
responsibility. I will 
be giving my best shot. Good
governance will help 
Narendra Modi return 
to power.”
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With an attempt to counter
the influence of the BJP,

the Samajawadi Party on
Tuesday inducted three more
OBC-dominated political out-
fits in the SP-BSP-RLD alliance.
The three OBC political parties
are Janwadi Party (Socialist),
Rashtriya Samanta Dal and the
Nishad Party. These small par-
ties have pockets of influence
among their respective com-
munities in eastern UP.

“I congratulate the three
parties on joining the alliance,”
said Akhilesh Yadav at a Press
conference here on Tuesday to
announce the expansion of the
alliance that had started with a
tie-up between Samajwadi
Party and Bahujan Samaj Party
and later included Ajit Singh’s
Rashtriya Lok Dal.

Akhilesh’s effort appears to
be aimed at stitching a caste
arithmetic under the SP-BSP
combination — Nishad, Dalit,
Muslim, Yadav and non-Yadav

backward communities. 
Headed by Sanjay Singh

Chauhan, the Janwadi Party
Socialist Party has a strong hold
among the Chauhan commu-
nity, an extremely backward
caste of the OBC category,
which has a considerable pres-
ence across eastern UP.

The Nishad Party had
played a key role in the
Opposition’s success in the
Gorakhpur by-elections in
March 2018 which became the
template for Opposition unity
and eventually persuaded two
rivals, Akhilesh Yadav and
Mayawati, to team up. 

Praveen Kumar Nishad,
the Opposition candidate who
defeated the BJP in Gorakhpur,
is the son of Nishad Party
chief.
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In its bid to have a direct
interaction with the voters in

national Capital for Lok Sabha
polls,  Delhi Congress headed
by Sheila Dikshit has planned
to launch “Aay Pe Charcha”
(discussion on income) from
April 1 to generate awareness
among people about benefits of
the “historic” minimum
income guarantee scheme’
announced by party president
Rahul Gandhi on Monday.

Terming the Nyuntam Aay
Yojana (Nyay) announcement
as an “extraordinary step”, Sheila
said this is the biggest scheme
announced ever for the poor
after the highly successful
MGNREGA (Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act). 

“This stupendous scheme
will benefit the people below
the poverty line in the country.
It is the first time that such a
step has been taken in the
world,” said Sheila, adding that
it will empower the poorest in
the country.

Hitting out at the Bharatiya
Janta Party (BJP), Sheila said it
is strange that the BJP

Government which has coined
“hollow” slogans such as
“Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas”
and “Achchhe Din” seems to be
rattled by the announcement. 

Sheila said the Congress
will implement the scheme for
five crore poor families in the
country after it forms the next

Government in the country.
“The formalities (of the
scheme) will be worked out
after Congress forms the
Government and implements
it,” she said.

Brushing aside accusations
of the BJP that the scheme will
put a heavy burden on the

economy of the country and it
would not be practical to
implement the scheme, Sheila
said, “The party has taken all
possibilities into consideration
for the successful implementa-
tion of the scheme, it 
would be implemented without
delay”.
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Chowkidar chor nahi, chowki-
dar pure hai. Chowkidar ka

dobara PM banna sure hai.
Desh ki samasyaon ka wo hi cure
hai. (Watchman is not a thief,
but he is pure. Watchman is all
set to become PM again. He is
cure to country’s problems),
said Union Home Minister Raj
Nath Singh while addressing an
election rally titled “Vijay
Sankalp Sabha” in Delhi’s
Yamuna Vihar on Tuesday.

Singh’s response was aimed
at blunting the often repeated
allegations of Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi
“Chowkidar chor hai” to hit out
at the Prime Minister over
alleged corruption in the Rafale
deal. Attacking the Congress
for levelling false allegations of
corruption on Modi regarding
the Rafale deal, Singh asked,
“For whom will our Prime
Minister take money?”
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Veteran BJP leader  Murli
Manohar Joshi on Tuesday

said he has been asked by the
party not to contest the polls.
Within hours, BJP nominated
Khadi and Gramodyog
Minister in Yogi Government
Satyadeo Pachauri from Joshi’s
Kanpur seat.

In a  statement, Joshi said
the party general secretary
(organisation) Ram Lal has
asked him not to contest the LS
poll. The statement was
released for the voters of
Kanpur, from where Joshi had
won in 2014 by getting 57 per
cent of the vote.

Joshi heads Parliament’s
Estimates Committee and
some of its observations,
including on jobs, the GDP and
non-performing assets, recent-

ly embarrassed the Union
Government.

Earlier, another senior
party leader from UP Kalraj
Mishra had announced not to
contest the elections from his
Deoria seat.

Later in the day, the BJP
released the list declaring
Pachauri as party’s candidate
from Kanpur 

Defending the party’s deci-
sion of denying ticket to Joshi,
UP Minister Sidharthanath
Singh said, “He is our founder
member and the party respects
him in the team of mardarshak
mandal. It is an internal mat-
ter of the party.”
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The poll panel on Tuesday
ordered a probe into the alle-

gation that Congress candidate
from Raipur Lok Sabha seat
Pramod Dubey purportedly
offered money to a group of
women to set up self-help groups.

Chhattisgarh Chief Electoral
Officer Subrat Sahoo said a com-
plaint against Dubey was received
and it was forwarded to Raipur dis-
trict electoral officer for a probe.

Dubey, who is also Raipur
mayor, posted some pictures of his
campaign in the Facebbok on
Tuesday. In the posts, he was
allegedly seen offering �10,000 to
young women voters to set up
SHGs.

The BJP promptly picked up
the issue and made a complaint to
the CEO and also to the Election
Commission of India.

Dubey, meanwhile, deleted
the post from his Facebook
account.

The Congress so far has not
reacted to the allegation.

In another allegation against a
Congress candidate, the BJP
claimed that the ruling party’s can-
didate from Korba Lok Sabha
constituency Jyotsna Mahant
addressed a press conference at the
official residence of her husband
Charandas Mahant.

Jyotsna Mahant is
the wife of
Chhattisgarh state
assembly Speaker
Charandas Mahant.

Briefing media,
the CEO, however,
denied receiving any
official complaint in
the matter.

“We have not
received any com-
plaint over the reported press
conference addressed by Congress
candidate Jyotsna Mahant at
Speaker’s residence. Necessary
action will be initiated if we receive
the complaint,” the CEO said.

He said, “During scrutiny for
the first phase of polling in Bastar,
nomination papers of one candi-
date Jaisingh Kawde have been

rejected, leaving only seven con-
testants in the electoral fray now.

The last date for withdrawal of
nomination papers for the Lok
Sabha seat is March 28, after
which the election symbols will be
allocated to the candidates, he
added.

“The notification for
third phase of polling
for seven Lok Sabha seats
of Surguja, Raigarh,
Janjgir-Champa, Korba,
Bilaspur, Durg and
Raipur will be issued on
March 28. The last date
for filing of nomination
for these seats is April 4
and last date for with-
drawal of nomination is

April 8 till 3.00 pm,” Sahoo said.
For the 2019 Lok Sabha polls,

the state will have 406 ‘Sangwari’
(women) polling centres, 464
model polling centres and 56
polling centres for differently-
abled persons.  The State has
23,727 polling centres out of
which 5,625 polling centres have
been marked as “critical.” 
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In a clear case of deterio-
rating law and order in

Chhattisgarh’s state capital, a
businessman was shot-dead
on Tuesday from a point
blank range by a police con-
stable at his office located at
busy Pachpedhi Naka local-
ity.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel while terming the
incident unfortunate offered
his condolence to the
bereaved family. According
to police, the deceased iden-
tified as Sanjay Agrawal who
used to deal in used cars.

Agrawal was at his office
‘Sai Motors’ located in
Pachpedhi Naka locality
when the accused identified
as constable Manoj Sen of
District Force reached his
office at noon and opened
fire at Agrawal. State gov-
ernment has dismissed the
cop from service.

“The accused constable
had paid around Rs 3 lakh to
Agrawal on March 4, to pur-
chase a car, but the latter
reportedly delivered him a
shabby vehicle. Unsatisfied
with the deal, the constable
demanded his money back.
But Agrawal promised to
repair the vehicle, but kept
on postponing the date of
delivery of the vehicle”, city
superintendent of police
(CSP) Purani Basti Krishna
Patel said.

Enraged over the dilly-
dallying tactics of Agarwal,
Sen reached his office and
had a heated argument after
which he shot at Agrawal
with an INSAS rifle he was
carrying.

The assault rifle is issued
to Manoj’s relative, who is in
CAF and presently posted at
Mana battalion,” CSP Patel
added.

Agrawal was later rushed
to a private hospital nearby

where doctors declared him
brought dead, police said. 

Sen was arrested later
and has been booked under
Section 302 (murder) and
Arms Act.

Meanwhile, former state
cabinet minister and BJP
leader Rajesh Munat reacting
over the incident said, law
and order has completely

collapsed in the state after
the Congress government
came to power in December
last.

“Congress is politicising
the police force. A SP is not
allowed to stay in office for
less than two months. In
such a scenario, how can he
control the law-and-order
situation? he questioned.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday dashed the
hopes of a faction led by former
AIADMK leader TTV
Dhinakaran for getting the
‘pressure cooker’ symbol exclu-
sively for the upcoming Lok
Sabha and Assembly by-elec-
tions, but asked the Election
Commission to allot a common
free symbol to it.

The top court said to
“ensure a level playing field”
among the contesting political
parties in Lok Sabha polls and
by-election in Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry, it has directed the
poll panel to allot a common
free symbol to the group.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and Justices
Deepak Gupta and Sanjiv
Khanna also made it clear that
if candidates fielded by
Dhinakaran-led group win the
elections, “they will be treated
as Independent candidates”.

“The claim of the appellant
to the symbol of ‘pressure
cooker’ in an exclusive manner
cannot be acknowledged in
view of the provisions of
Section 29A of the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951 and the guidelines

issued by the Election
Commission of India there
under, which the appellant or
his group has concededly not
followed.

“We are, therefore, not
inclined to grant any recogni-
tion to the appellant or his
group to the symbol of ‘pres-
sure cooker’,” the Bench said.

It took on record the list of
names of 59 candidates,
marked as ‘X’, to be fielded by
Dhinakaran led group in the
upcoming Lok Sabha elections

and assembly by-elections in
Tamil Nadu and Puducherry. 

“The EC on due and prop-
er satisfaction that the candi-
dates named in the document
marked with the letter ‘X’ (list
of names) want to contest the
election under any one com-
mon symbol, will make all
endeavour to ensure that in the
forthcoming elections..., the
aforesaid candidates be allotted
any one particular free symbol,”
the Bench said.

The court, clarified, that its
present order will not amount
to recognition of the group or
its any part as a political party
whether “registered” or “unreg-
istered” and only election
commission can take a decision
in that regard as and when
required.

It added, “We also make it
clear that in the event any of the
candidates mentioned in the
list marked with the letter ‘X’
is to be elected, such candidate
will be counted as an indepen-
dent candidate and not belong-
ing to any political party for all
purposes including for the pur-
poses of the Tenth Schedule of
the Constitution”.

The court’s order came on
the last day of filing of nomi-
nation papers for the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha elections in 40
seats and assembly by-elec-
tions on 19 seats in Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry to be
held on April 18. PTI
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Adelegation of the Left par-
ties on Tuesday met

Election Commission (EC)
officials and demanded that
release of the film based on the
life of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi be deferred, claiming it
to be a “propaganda material”.
The delegation led by CPI
national secretary D Raja and
CPI(M) Polit Bureau member
Nilotpal Basu, pointed out seri-
ous law and order situations in
Tripura and West Bengal.

“The delegation had a
detailed discussion with the EC
on the release of the biopic on
Narendra Modi. The delegation
pointed out that there are well-
established precedents on with-
holding the release of such pro-
paganda materials during the
pendency of the elections. The
poll body, however, was non-
committal,” a statement from
the two Left parties said on
Tuesday.

The delegation also reiter-
ated the demand of matching
the VVPAT records with those
of the EVM for randomly cho-
sen 50 per cent of the booths.
The EC pointed out that as per
the Supreme Court direction,
the Commission will be sub-
mitting an affidavit on March
28 on this subject.

“The delegation also point-
ed out the serious law and
order situation in Tripura and
West Bengal, where the ruling

party goons are particularly tar-
geting the Left Front and its
candidates,” the statement said.

They also raised the
Kolkata airport incident involv-
ing the wife of Abhishek
Banerjee, MP and Trinamool
Congress candidate in
Diamond Harbour and the
nephew of West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee.

The delegation urged that
there should be a probe by the
Commission to ascertain the
truth as this has financial impli-
cations and a possible impact
on free and fair polls. 

The Congress too had
moved the poll body to get the
release of the biopic, with
Bollywood actor Vivek Oberoi
playing Modi, deferred till the
final phase voting in the Lok
Sabha polls on May 19. Earlier,
the DMK, NCP and the NDA
ally RPI(A) have approached
the poll body seeking defer-
ment of the Modi’s biopic till
the Lok Sabha polls is over.

New Delhi: All eight newly
appointed members of anti-
corruption ombudsman Lokpal
will take oath of office on
Wednesday, officials said on
Tuesday.

President Ram Nath
Kovind had on Saturday
administered the oath of office
to Justice Pinaki Chandra
Ghose as the country’s first
Lokpal. Former Chief Justices
of different High Courts —
Justices Dilip B Bhosale, 
Pradip Kumar Mohanty,
Abhilasha Kumari — besides
sitting Chief Justice of
Chhattisgarh High Court Ajay
Kumar Tripathi were appoint-
ed as judicial members 
in the Lokpal.

Former first woman chief
of Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)
Archana Ramasundaram, ex-
Maharashtra chief secretary
Dinesh Kumar Jain, former
IRS officer Mahender Singh
and Gujarat cadre ex-IAS offi-
cer Indrajeet Prasad Gautam
are the Lokpal’s non-judicial
members. 

All these eight members
will be administered the oath
of office on Wednesday, the
officials said. PTI
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Aday after Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi

announced his ambitious min-
imum income guarantee
scheme, the party on Tuesday
said the beneficiary of the
scheme’s financial assistance
will directly go to the woman
member of the family. 

The party sought to clear
“confusion” over the scheme
with party chief spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala saying that
the scheme will directly bene-
fit 20 per cent beneficiary 
families and that scheme is
“women centric”.

Surjewala said the
Nyunatam Aay Yojana (Nyay) is
not a “top-up scheme” and is a
women-centric scheme where-
by the money will go directly
into the bank accounts of the
woman member of a family.

At the same time, Congress
asked Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the BJP to clearly
spell out whether they support
its proposal to give �72,000
annually to five crore poor fam-
ilies under a minimum income
guarantee scheme, claiming
many BJP Ministers were
opposing the idea.

Party general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi took to Twitter
to applaud Rahul Gandhi’s
announcement and said the
best aspect of the Nyay is it will
provide women with steady
money. “What’s making me

most happy is that the NYAY
scheme will add �72,000 every
year in the bank accounts of
women,” she tweeted

“The Congress will get this
amount credited to the bank
accounts of the women of ben-
eficiary families. This scheme
will be implemented without
any discrimination between
the urban and rural areas. It
will be implemented across
the country uniformly,”
Surjewala said.

Rahul on Monday
announced that �72,000 per
year will be given as minimum
income to poor families if his
party is voted to power in Lok
Sabha polls. Asserting that it will
be the final assault on poverty,
he said the scheme would ben-
efit around 25 crore people. 

Congress also attacked
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
for dubbing the scheme as a
“bluff announcement”, saying
no other political party has
“betrayed” India for more than
seven decades in the name of
poverty. Surjewala also attacked
Government think tank NITI
Aayog vice chairman Rajiv
Kumar dubbing the body he
headed as “Rajneeti Ayog” and
asked him to run the organi-
sation from the BJP office and
contest elections instead.

A c t o r - p o l i t i c i a n
Shatrughan Sinha — who is all
set to quit the BJP will join the
Congress in Bihar on Thursday,
showered praise on Rahul
Gandhi, calling him the “mas-
ter of situation” and his pro-
posed scheme a “masterstroke”.

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday termed as
“very very serious” the revela-
tions made by CBI in its status
report relating to the recent
interrogation of the then
Kolkata Police Commissioner
Rajeev Kumar in connection
with the Saradha chit fund
scam case.

A Bench headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi said it
cannot “close its eyes” if some
“very very serious facts” are dis-
closed to it and directed CBI to
file an application seeking
appropriate relief against
Kumar, who had earlier head-
ed the state SIT to probe the
chit fund scam.

The Bench, which also
comprised Justices Deepak
Gupta and Sanjiv Khanna,
granted 10 days to the probe
agency for filing the applica-
tion. Kumar and others can
respond to the plea seven days
thereafter.

The top court refused to
drop the contempt proceedings
against the West Bengal DGP,
the chief secretary and Kumar.

It was hearing the CBI’s
contempt application against
various senior officials of the
West Bengal Government on
the ground of non-cooperation
in its probe and alleged tam-
pering of evidence including
call data records (CDRs) of key
accused and Sardha group
CMD Sudipta Sen and Debjani
Mukherjee. The court, which
had earlier directed CBI
Director to file an affidavit giv-
ing details about the alleged
contempt committed by West
Bengal cops and others in the
case, perused the reply of the
CBI chief and the fresh status
report, pertaining to quizzing
of Kumar.

“We have gone through
your (CBI’s) status report.
There are something very very
serious,” the Bench said.

The Bench asked Attorney
General KK Venugopal, repre-
senting CBI, to file an appro-
priate application as it cannot
pass any order on the prayers
as they were part of the sealed
cover report to which the other
side has no access.

“File an application or an
affidavit, if you want to press
for your reliefs. We cannot act
unilaterally and the other side
has to be heard,” the bench said.
“We are not passing any order.
File an application and give the
other side an opportunity to
reply,” the Bench said. Senior
advocate AM Singhvi, appear-
ing for West Bengal officials,
opposed the liberty being
granted to CBI to file an appli-
cation against Kumar. 

“While considering the
contempt matter, suppose some
very very serious things come
to our notice then, should we
close our eyes to that,” the
Bench said while asking CBI to
file the fresh plea. 

At the outset, Venugopal
referred to the reply of the CBI
Director and alleged that the
West Bengal police has not
been cooperating with the
probe, providing incomplete
and tampered with details to
the probe agency.

He said the CDRs, provid-
ed by the state police, of the key
accused to the CBI were
matched with those provided
by the mobile service providers
and various discrepancies were
found in them.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, also appearing for CBI,
said that there has been serious
breach of the apex court order
asking State police to cooper-
ate in the investigation. PTI
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The Ministry of Personnel
has directed the Union

Home and Railway Ministries
to move separate proposals to
grant “organised service” status
to the Central paramilitary
forces and Railway Protection
Forces respectively. 

The move comes following
a directive from the Supreme
Court for granting organised
service status to these forces.
The organised service status
will enable the cadre officers to
be eligible for certain service
benefits like Non-Functional
Upgradation (financial benefits
after certain number of years of
service if promotion to the next
post is not possible).

Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT) under the
Ministry of Personnel in a let-
ter issued on Monday to the
Joint Secretary (Police-I) of
Home Ministry Amitabh
Kharkwal and Joint Director
(Estt/GC), Railway Board,
Amitabh Joshi said,
“….MHA/Ministry of Railways
requested to move a proposal
for grant of organised status for
implementation of the order of

the Supreme Court immedi-
ately. The directions of the
court regarding deputation of
IPS officers to CAPFs and RPF
may also be kept in view while
formulating the proposal.”

The procedure for granti-
ng organised status to a service
is similar to that of a cadre
review. Such a proposal, ini-
tially moved by Cadre
Controlling Authority (CCA) is
examined by DoPT and
Department of Expenditure,
and subsequently, their rec-
ommendations are placed
before the Cadre Review
Committee chaired by the
Cabinet Secretary. 

The proposal is then sent
for final approval of the
Cabinet. Necessary notifica-
tions in this regard are to be
issued by the CCA like MHA
for Central Armed Police Force
and Ministry of Railways for
RPF (Railway Protection Force,
reads the DoPT order issued by
MS Subramanya Rao, Director
of Cadre Review Division. 

VPS Panwar, Chairman,
National Coordination
Committee for Ex CPMFs
Welfare Associations, said there
is no need at all for a proposal

for granting organised service
status to the paramilitary forces
as the Supreme Court had said
that the forces are already in the
category and the Government
was directed to simply issue a
notification to the effect. 

Panwar said a contempt

petition is pending before the
Delhi High Court and the next
date of hearing is March 28. The
contempt petition was moved
by the National Coordination
Committee as the Government
has sought proposals for grant-
ing organised service status

instead of declaring them as
organised service as directed by
the court. 

The grant of organised ser-
vice to Group A cadre officers
will entitle them to timely pro-
motion and enhanced pay
packages. This will also enable

them to form associations on
the lines of the All India
Services and represent proper-
ly before the Central Pay
Commission besides giving
them a collective bargaining
power for better service con-
ditions, Panwar added. 
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Foreign Minister Sushma
Swaraj on Tuesday asked

Pakistan to ensure the imme-
diate release of the two Hindu
girls who were allegedly kid-
napped and forcefully con-
verted to Islam in Sindh
province last week. 

“Justice demands that both
these girls should be restored to
their family immediately,” she
tweeted. 

Reena and Raveena, hailing
from village Hafiz Salman near
the town of Daharki in Sindh,
were allegedly kidnapped and
forced to convert from
Hinduism to Islam on March
20, before being married to
Muslim men. 

“Forced conversion of

Hindu girls in Pakistan: The
age of the girls is not disputed.
Raveena is only 13 and 
Reena is 15 years old,” the
Minister said. 

“Even the Prime Minister
on Naya Pakistan will not
believe that girls of this tender
age can voluntarily decide
about their conversion to
another religion and marriage,”

she said. 
A Pakistani high court on

Tuesday ordered official pro-
tection for the two girls due to
concern about their safety as
authorities widened a probe to
ascertain if the teenage sisters
were abducted, forcibly con-
verted and married.

On Sunday, Swaraj tweet-
ed that she asked the Indian

envoy in Islamabad to send a
report on the incident. 

Hours later, India issued a
note verbale to Pakistan on the
issue, sharing its concerns over
the incident and called for suit-
able remedial action to protect
and promote safety, security and
welfare of people from the
minority communities.
Subsequently, Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan ordered
an investigation into the inci-
dent. The Islamabad High
Court issued the order Tuesday
after the petition was filed by the
girls and their husbands to seek
protection from adverse action. 

On March 20, the girls’
family lodged a First
Information Report against
their alleged forced conversion
to Islam.
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STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

To create public awareness
on voting, a ‘SVEEP

Phag,’ a Holi Milan for
woman electors was organ-
ised  under ‘Mor Raipur-Vote
Raipur’ at Marine Drive,
Telibandha on Tuesday.

Women and Child
Welfare department con-
ducted the programme.

A ‘Holi’ depicting polling
malpractices was burnt on
the occasion.

Making an appeal to
make history by recording
highest voting percentage in
Raipur division, Raipur divi-
sion commissioner G R
Churendra urged the angan-
badi workers and members
of women self help groups to
cast their vote on April 23
and also motivate others to
vote.

Raipur district electoral
officer Dr Basavaraju S
pointed out that urban resi-
dents generally keep away
from polling, for which the
awareness drive is vital.  

The role of everyone is
vital and women can play a

key role in it, he added.
SVEEP nodal officer

Gaurav Singh said for
democracy each vote is
important as it can help build
a nation. A bicycle and
scooty rally was also organ-
ised on the occasion.

‘Phag’ and patriotic
songs were played and
women played ‘Holi’ with
colours. A signature cam-
paign and a selfie point made
for the visitors were the other
highlights of the awareness
drive.

‘SVEEP Holi’ organised to create
awareness among electors

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Tuesday said

his government would pre-
pare a comprehensive work
plan to bring back people
who were diplaced by Salwa
Judum movement from
insurgency-hit Bastar region
of the state.   

Salwa Judum was started
in 2005 as a state sponsored
vigilante movement as part of
anti-insurgency operations in
the state.

The militia, consisting of
local tribal youth, was out-
lawed and banned by the

Supreme Court, and was dis-
armed. 

After the banning, a large
number of local youth ran
away to neighbouring states
like Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana. A large number of
them are at present residing
in Khammam district of
Telangana. 

Baghel in a press confer-
ence held at party’s state
headquarters Rajiv Bhawan
here said that the state gov-
ernment would conduct a
study over the issue before
executing its work plan for
their home coming. 

Traditionally,  Salwa
Judum means "Peace March"
or "Purification Hunt" in
‘Gondi’ dialect. 

The chief minister’s
announcement is seen as a
major development as it
comes close on the heels of

his earlier announcement
that his government would

seek political solution to the
Maoist problem. 

STAFF REPORTER n
SUKMA

CRPF troopers on
Tuesday shot dead four

Maoists in Sukma district of
Chhattisgarh.

The Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) said the
four were killed in a gunfight
with Commando Battalion
for Resolute Action
(CoBRA) unit that was on a
search mission in the forest-
ed areas around
Bhimapuram village under
Chintalnar police station of
Sukma district around 400
km south of Raipur, early in
the morning.

"Four bodies of Maoists

in uniform, one Insas rifle
and two 303 rifle were recov-
ered," said a CRPF official.

The CRPF's specialised
unit, proficient in guerrilla
tactics and jungle warfare,
continued with its anti-
Maoist operations, the offi-
cial added.

Meanwhile, in a separate
incident in Kondagaon dis-
trict, a Naxal camp was bust-
ed by security forces and
locally-made grenades and
other explosives were seized,
police said.

The operation on the
camp, located in the dense
forest near Tuswal village
under Mardapal police sta-
tion limits, was carried out

Monday by a joint team of
District Reserve Guard
(DRG), Special Task Force
(STF) and district force per-
sonnel, an official said.

"The Naxals fled when
the security forces entered
the camp. We have recovered
30 locally-made grenades,
one pipe bomb, four bundles
of wire, a packet of splinters
used in air guns, Maoist lit-
erature and pamphlets,
English, Hindi and Telugu
dictionaries, stationery,
mobile chargers among
other things," he said.

It appears that the
Maoists had assembled there
to carry out some operation,
he added.

CRPF troopers gun down
four Naxals in Sukma

Chhattisgarh government to bring back
displaced ‘Salwa Judum’ members

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh BJP has released a
list of its star campaigners

who would be canvassing for the
party in the state.

Among the 40
names, the party
announced on
Tuesday,  include
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,
BJP national pres-
ident Amit Shah,
Union ministers
Rajnath Singh,
Nitin Gadkari, Arun Jaitely,
Sushma Swaraj, UP Chief
Minister Yogi Aditya Nath, BJP
national vice president and for-
mer Madhya Pradesh CM Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, Jharkhand CM
Raghuvar Das among others.

BJP sources said Modi will
address three public meetings in

the state so also Amit Shah.
The programmes of other star

campaigners will be announced as
per their schedule of arrival.

The state-based start cam-
paigners of the party are its
national vice president Raman
Singh, Leader of the Opposition
Dharamlal Kaushik, BJP state
president Vikram Usendi.  They
have already started poll cam-
paign in the state, said party
sources.

Modi, Shah among BJP’s 40
star campaigners for C’garh

STAFF REPORTER n KORBA

Congress candidate from
Korba Lok Sabha constituen-

cy Jyotsna Mahant has expressed
confidence that she would cer-
tainly win the seat with the sup-
port of her husband, Speaker of
Chhattisgarh state assembly
Charandas Mahant.

Talking to media persons, she
however conceded that there
would be a tough fight as one of
the political heavyweight and for-
mer chief minister Ajit Jogi of the
JCC-J is also in the fray. The other
contestant in the triangular fight
is BJP’s Jyotinand Dubey.

Stating that Jogi was like her
elder brother, Jyotsna Mahant
said her husband’s support would
ensure her victory.

Jyotsna also admitted that she
was given the Congress ticket
from the Korba constituency after

her husband refused to contest
the polls.

He didn’t want to betray the
people of Sakti from where he was
sent to the state assembly, she
added.

She further expressed her
gratitude towards Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi, former
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and Panchayat and Health
Minister T.S. Singhdeo for
extending their support in allo-
cating the party ticket to her.

I will win from Korba with my
husband’s support: Jyotsna

Rahul Gandhi’s basic income scheme
to be a game changer: Baghel

Terming the Minimum Income Guarantee scheme,
announced by the Congress, a mile stone in ensuring an all
round development of poor, Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said it would be a game changer in the upcoming elections.
“The benefit of the announcement will also be seen in all the
11 Lok Sabha seats in the state,” he said. He further claimed
that the Congress is going to form government at the centre
on May 23. Congress president Rahul Gandhi announced
that if his party was voted to power, the new government
would make a direct cash transfer of Rs 72,000 per annum on
the accounts of poorest of the poor. 

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh BJP president
Vikram Usendi claimed that

the Congress lacked a clear cut
policy on participation of women
in the party politics as it was yet
to come out of its dynastic mind-
set.  

The BJP leader was reacting
to the Congress’s decision to field
two woman candidates in
Chhattisgarh for the upcoming
Lok Sabha elections.   

Usendi said his party unlike
the Congress keeps total trans-
parency on the political partici-
pation of women within the
party.

He said this clarity in his
party’s policy was reflected in the
naming of women candidates in
the party’s first list.  He said the

women candidates having politi-
cal background and mass appeal
have been picked as candidates
for the Lok Sabha polls.

“The BJP is committed to
empower women by giving equal
opportunities to them in all
aspects. Announcing their names
in the first list, the party gave
them due respect,” he went on to
claim.

He further stated that the

Congress fielded women candi-
dates only under pressure from
the BJP.

The Congress gave tickets to
former MLA Pratima
Chandrakar from  Durg Lok
Sabha seat and Jyotsna Mahant,
wife of Assembly Speaker
Charandas Mahant, from Korba.

Usendi said Congress’s selec-
tion of woman candidates
smacked of its “dynastic mindset.”

“Instead of selecting candi-
dates from among dedicated and
mass-base leaders, the party gave
priority to family and dynasty in
allocating the tickets,” the BJP
state president alleged.

“Due to this character of the
party, the Congress’s strength in
the Lok Sabha will come down to
4 from 44,” he said.

Congress yet to come out of
its dynastic mindset: Usendi

STAFF REPORTER n RAJNANDGAON

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister on
Tuesday cautioned party workers

not to be “over confident and over
enthusiastic” about the party’s poll
prospect as their rivals have mastered
the art of “hatching conspiracies.”

The chief minister addressing an
election rally here also made scathing

attacks on the BJP-led Union govern-
ment and also the saffron party’s previ-
ous governments in the state.

Directly attacking former chief min-
ister Raman Singh, Baghel said in his
(Raman) definition, the Chhattisgarh
meant only his daughter, son-in-law and
in laws.

He further reiterated that if Ajit

Jogi’s party had not supported the BJP in
the 2018 assembly elections, it might
have been restricted to only three sets.  

On Raman Singh and BJP’s charges
that his government was on a loan-bor-
rowing spree, Baghel said they were tak-
ing loans in public interest.

“We have taken loan to waive off
farm loan, curtail power tariff and
procuring paddy at Rs 2500 MSP and
not for distributing mobiles and
indulging in corruption like them”, the
CM said.

He also flayed the Centre for not
cooperating in the probe over Jheeram
incident. “Raman as well as Union
Home Minister  Rajnath Singh and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi should
clarify why they are not handing over
the case to the state government,”
Baghel said.  Without naming any
leader, he further alleged that a person
who does not even spares ‘Bapu’
(Mahatma Gandhi) from slandering
and never miss a chance to defame for-
mer prime ministers Jawaharlal Nehru
and Indira Gandhi could also be
involved in political assassination.

Baghel urges Cong workers
not to be overconfident
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Mandi Lok Sabha seat in
Himacha Pradesh is

turning out to be a battle of
prestige for three Rams of the
State—Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur, former Union
Minister who has now again
joined Congress—Sukhram
and the sitting BJP MP Ram
Swaroop Sharma. 

Mandi will go to polls
along with three other parlia-
mentary seats of the hill state
on May 19.

The BJP has already
renominated its sitting MP

Ramswaroop Sharma, whose
candidature was openly sup-
ported by the chief minister
despite Sukh Ram's grandson
Aashray Sharma too vying for
the BJP ticket from Mandi.

With Sukh Ram joining
Congress with his grand son
on Monday, the Congress will
most probably give its ticket to
Aashray Sharma. 

Mandi being the chief
minister's home district, ensur-
ing Ramswaroop Sharma's vic-
tory there will be a matter of
personal prestige for Thakur.

On the other hand, Sukh
Ram too will leave no stone

unturned to get his grandson
win this seat. Ninty-one-year-
old Sukh Ram, the former
Union telecom minister in P V
Narasimha Rao-led Congress
government, has represented
Mandi thrice in Lok Sabha - in
1984, 1991 and 1996.

Sukh Ram's grandson
Aashray has already been elec-
tioneering in Mandi for weeks,
even before joining the
Congress.

Interestingly, Sukh Ram's
son and Aashray's father Anil
Sharma is currently the power
minister in Jai Ram Thakur-led
BJP government in Himachal.

Sukh Ram joining the
Congress along with his grand-
son has left his son Anil
Sharma's political career as a
minister in Himachal's BJP
government in quandary.  He
may soon face the dilemma
whether to leave the Cabinet
and campaign for his son
Ashray Sharma, or stay put
with the BJP and cheer for the
party's Mandi candidate
Ramswaroop Sharma.

Anil Sharma has been
elected as MLA for four times
so far and was also a minister
during Virbhadra Singh-led
Congress government in the

state from 1993 to 1996 and
from 2013 to 2017.

Sitting BJP MP
Ramswaroop Sharma had won
the seat by a margin of nearly
40,000 votes in 2014. He had
secured 3,62,824 votes in 2014,
defeating Congress candidate
and Virbhadra Singh's wife
Pratibha Singh, who had got
3,22,968 votes.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Jai Ram Thakur claimed that
the entry of Sukh Ram in
Congress would not make dif-
ference in the victory. "BJP
would win with a bigger mar-
gin," he said.

Whe contacted, state BJP
chief Satpal Satti  said Congress
ticket to grandson of Sukh
Ram would have no impact on
BJP. 

Sukh Ram had changed
loyalties with Congress 
four times during the past 20
years. 

In reply to a volley of
questions  at a news confer-
ence, Jai Ram Thakur made no
adverse comments against
Sukh Ram or his members of
family and  added that the
character, credibility and patri-
otism of BJP workers was
beyond question.
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Indian National Lok Dal sec-
retary general Abhay

Chautala has lost the Leader of
Opposition (LoP) post in the
Haryana Assembly.

The State Assembly Speaker
Kanwar Pal Gujjar on Tuesday
removed Abhay Singh Chautala
from the position of LoP

The move comes three days
after Chautala had announced
that he had sent his resignation
to the Speaker and urged him to
accept it after the disqualifica-
tion of five party MLAs, who are
involved in anti-party activities.

Chautala, an MLA from
Ellenabad in his resignation
letter to the Speaker had sought
the disqualification of five
MLAs including Ranbir
Gangwa who had joined the BJP
and INLD MLAs- Naina
Chautala (Dabwali), Rajdeep
Phogat (Dadri), Prithi Singh
Namberdar (Narwana) and
Anoop Dhanak (Uklana) who
had joined Dushyant Chautala’s
Janata Jananayak Party (JJP). 

Another INLD MLA,
Kehar Singh Rawat had joined
the BJP a day before.

Speaker Kanwar Pal Gujjar,
while talking to the mediaper-
sons on Tuesday said that Abhay
Chautala has been removed
from the post of LoP in Haryana
Assembly as the INLD is no
longer the second largest party
in the State Assembly.

All facilities given to Abhay
Chautala as LoP stands with-
drawn from today onwards, he
said.

A Leader of Opposition in
the Assembly enjoys all facilities
that are given to a Cabinet
Minister.

Gujjar also confirmed that
he has accepted the resigna-
tions of INLD MLAs Ranbir
Singh Gangwa and Kehar
Singh Rawat who had recent-
ly joined the BJP.

Ranbir Gangwa had sub-
mitted his resignation on March
20 while Kehar Singh had sub-
mitted it on March 24, he said.

Although it remains to be
seen if the four INLD MLAs will
be disqualified, Abhay Chautala
was removed from the position
due to INLD’s numbers reduc-
ing from 19 to 15 in the State
Assembly. 

In the 90-member State

Assembly, while the ruling BJP
has 48 MLAs after the recent
Jind bypoll win, Congress has
17members and INLD now has
15 members including those
four MLAs who have joined JJP.
One each member belongs to
the SAD and BSP, five are inde-
pendents while one seat fell
vacant after demise of INLD
MLA Jaswinder Singh Sandhu.
Two INLD MLAs have resigned
from the State Assembly after
joining the BJP.

The new LoP will now be
from Congress party and CLP
leader Kiran Choudhry is like-
ly to be appointed on this post.

The Speaker said, “We will
write to Congress state chief and
whosoever they nominate for
the post, we will appoint
him/her as LoP.”

“Regarding the four INLD
MLAs who have joined the JJP,
Gujjar said that the decision
would be taken after following
the laid down procedure. As per
the procedure, notices will be
issued to them and personal
hearing will be conducted to
decide on their membership.
Till now, these four MLAs have
not submitted anything in writ-
ten about leaving the INLD, he
said.

The INLD won 19 seats in
2014 assembly elections, but the
party’s strength is just 11 now.
On the other hand, the
Congress won 15 seats in 2014,
but its strength in the Assembly
had increased to 17 after
Kuldeep Bishnoi merged his
HJC with the party and he as
well as his wife Renuka Bishnoi,
MLA from Hansi, joined the
party.
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) on
Tuesday slammed the Capt

Amarinder Singh Government
for sleeping over the rising inci-
dents of drug addiction, espe-
cially among the youth in the
state, leading to deaths due to
over doze.

“Post the incident of 13-
year-old girl from Rama Mandi
allegedly into drugs, more cases
have come to light from the
border districts of Gurdaspur,
Ferozepur and Tarn Taran,
where three youths have died
of drug over doze,” said party’s
Punjab core committee chair-
man and MLA Principal
Budhram and state youth wing
president Manjinder Singh
Sidhu, in a joint statement.

They said that on the one
hand, farmers were subjected to
commit suicides, youths were
shoved into drugs on the other
due to the anti-people policies
of the government in the sad-
dle.

AAP leader said that like
his predecessors - the Badals,
Capt Amarinder was following
in their footsteps when it came
to stamping out the menace of
drugs from the state eating out
the vitals of the state.

Budhram said that Capt
Amarinder and the entire
Congress leadership in the
state should appear before the
Takht Damdama Sahib at
Talwandi Sabo and apologise to
the people of Punjab and the
panth for reneging on the
promise of stamping out the

menace of drugs and send the
drug lords behind the bars
within four weeks after assum-
ing power.

He said that instead of
containing the menace ram-
pant in the state, it had aggra-
vated and touched a new high,
if the upswing in the cases of
deaths due to drug over doze
were any indications, he said.

Sidhu appealed to the peo-
ple of the state, especially the
younger and educated lot, to
corner those who backtracked
on the promises on taming the
drug lords, addressing unem-
ployment and other issues,
when they come to them for
votes.

AAP asks govt to order
immediate resumption of int’l
f lights from Amritsar to
Birmingham

Chandigarh: Expressing
deep shock and anguish over
the decision on part of the Air
India for diverting the Delhi-
Amritsar International air
flights from Delhi International
Air Port, AAP on Tuesday

demanded immediate restora-
tion of the flights to save the
passengers from unmerited
harassment meted out to them
due to laxity of the government.

The government should
mull over introducing interna-
tional flights from Amritsar
and Chandigarh to the coun-
tries like America, Canada,
Australia, Dubai, Singapore,
Malaysia, South Arabia, and
other European countries of the
world,” said AAP MLA Jair
Kishan Rori.

He said that the beneficia-
ries had to suffer under the
pulls and pressure of a strong
Airport mafia due to which the
Amritsar-Birmingham flights
from Amritsar International
Airport from Amritsar had to
stay inoperative for almost
eight years in spite of the fact
that the flights were running
successfully and without any
hindrance.

Rori, also the party’s NRI
wing chief, accused the
Narendra Modi-led
Government at the Centre of
colluding with the high-profile
Airport and other mafia oper-
ators.

“While the Airport
Authority of India has admit-
ted that the air flights between
Amritsar and Birmingham
had proved to be a boon for
the passengers, the flights are
discontinued on March 27 in
the aftermath of the airstrike
at Balakot. Even as the situa-
tion has normalized, the flight
has not resumed by far,” he
alleged.
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The Congress kicked off its
six-day long ‘Parivartan

Yatra’ in Haryana on Tuesday,
to reach out to the voters and
send across a message that “all
is well” in the faction-ridden
state party unit.

Ghulam Nabi Azad, who
is the Congress general secre-
tary in charge of Haryana
flagged off the yatra which
will see all senior party lead-
ers travelling in a bus togeth-
er for electioneering in view of
Lok Sabha polls.

On the first day of the
yatra, former Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda and
state Congress chief Ashok
Tanwar set aside their differ-
ences and were seen sitting
together in the bus during
‘Parivartan Yatra’ which began
from Gurugram.

Congress legislature party
leader Kiran Choudhr y,
Rohtak MP Deepender Singh
Hooda, Rajya Sabha MP Selja
Kumari, former minister Ajay
Yadav, former assembly
Speaker Kuldeep Sharma were
among the leaders who were
on the bus.

Kuldeep Bishnoi again
gave a miss to the party’s
event amid speculations that
he is likely to join the BJP.

Adampur MLA Bishnoi had
last week stayed away from the
meeting of coordination com-
mittee of the Congress and
party’s workers meeting in
New Delhi.

While the party leaders
have kept mum on his absence
from the events, Bishnoi had
earlier denied the reports of
joining the BJP.

On the other hand,
Kuldeep’s elder brother and
former Haryana deputy Chief
Minister Chander Mohan had
last week attended party’s

workers meeting in New Delhi
and has been actively partic-
ipating in various party events
since past few months.

Bishnoi, the son of former
Chief Minister Bhajan Lal
had merged his party HJC in
the Congress in 2016. He had
in the past served as Hisar MP
and is seen as a frontrunner
for a Congress’ ticket from the
parliamentary seat.

His brother Chander
Mohan has reportedly also
staked his claim on party’s
ticket from Hisar seat.

All  India Congress
Committee’s (AICC) commu-
nication wing in-charge
Randeep Surjewala was also
not present during the first
day of the yatra due to other
party’s engagements.

The ‘Parivartan Yatra’
halted at various points along
the route that included
Badshahpur (Gurugram),
Dharuhera (Rewari), Kasola
Chowk (Bawal) and Mandi
Ateli (Mahendragarh) among
other places addressing pub-
lic gatherings and interacting

with the media.
The yatra reached

Narnual for a night halt on the
first day. It will conclude at
Palwal in Faridabad on
Sunday.

Notably, the voting to 10
Lok Sabha seats of Haryana is
scheduled to be held on May
12.
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Senior Congress leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad appealed
to the people to strengthen the
Congress' hands and bring the
grand old party to power at
the Centre and in Haryana.

“People are fed up with
the Modi and Khattar gov-
ernments. They want 'pari-
vartan' (change)," the leader of
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha
said while addressing the pub-
lic.

Azad dubbed Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar,
who is a first-time MLA, as an
"inexperienced" leader.

He also alleged that the
BJP had destroyed the lives of
the farmers, duped the youth
in name of jobs, adding that
the Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao
scheme had become an empty
slogan.

Hitting out at the Khattar
regime, two-time former

Chief Minister Bhupinder
Singh Hooda said the BJP had
done nothing in the past four-
and-a-half years.

He said, “All they did was
event management about non-
existing achievements. People
are waiting for polls to throw
out both the Modi govern-
ment, which has failed on all
fronts, and the non-perform-
ing Khattar dispensation.”

Pointing out to the loan-
waivers in Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh
after the Congress came to
power last year, Hooda said
the party would implement
the Swaminathan report in
letter and spirit.

When the bus was passing
through Gurugram, party
state chief Ashok Tanwar
raised the issue of the attack
on a Muslim family in
Bhondsi.

He claimed, “The attack
was carried out by goons
owing allegiance to the BJP. It
is shocking that the victim
family kept dialing the 
police control room number
for 32 times, but the police
failed to respond to their dis-
tress calls.”

Hooda also alleged that
the Gurugram incident
showed the real and scary face
of the BJP's poor governance.
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Rebel BJP MP Raj Kumar Saini,
who had last year floated his own

political outfit—Loktantra Suraksha
Party—is gearing up to take on
mainstream parties—BJP and
Congress—from Kurukshetra par-
liamentary seat in the ensuing Lok
Sabha polls.

Saini’s LSP had last month
stitched ties with Mayawati’s Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) to contest on 10
Lok Sabha seats in Haryana. While
eight seats were allotted to BSP, two
seats went to LSP.

In 2014 parliamentary polls, Raj
Kumar Saini had won from

Kurukshetra Lok Sabha seat on a
BJP’s ticket.

After an alliance with the BSP,
Saini’s LSP was allotted parliamentary
seats of Sonepat and Bhiwani-
Mahendragarh while other eight
seats including Kurukshetra, two
reserved constituencies of Sirsa and
Ambala among others had gone to
BSP’s kitty.

However, after BSP’s insistence
and party workers demand, Saini is
now keen to contest from
Kurukshetra seat again.

Confirming the same, LSP chief
Raj Kumar Saini, while talking to The
Pioneer said, “I will contest Lok
Sabha polls and have already begun

my campaign in Kurukshetra.”
Saini said, “The party workers

have been demanding that I should
contest from Kurukshetra seat. We
had given the Kurukshetra seat to
BSP during our seat-sharing pact, but
after the demand of party workers
and their feedback, we have decided
to reconsider it. An announcement
in this regard will be made soon.”

LSP had joined hands with BSP,
which in turn had broken its 10-
month old alliance with the Indian
National Lok Dal in Haryana.

If the BSP-LSP combine goes
ahead with Saini’s nomination from
Kurushetra seat, he is likely to create
trouble for the BJP and Congress in

the polls.
Industrialist-turned-politician

Naveen Jindal, who had won the Lok
Sabha elections in 2004 and 2009
with a comfortable margin in
Kurukshetra, is the frontrunner for
a Congress’ ticket on this seat again.
On the other hand, the BJP has short-
listed names of the Minister of State
for Mines and Geology, Nayab Saini
and MLA Pawan Saini for
Kurukshetra seat.

Notably, riding high on a Modi
wave, Raj Kumar Saini had won the
Kurukshetra parliamentary seat,
trouncing INLD’s Balbir Singh Saini
by around 1.29 lakh votes in 2014
polls. The BJP wanting to tap into the

OBC community of Saini had field-
ed him in Kurukshetra last time.
There is a mixed population of var-
ious communities in the parliamen-
tary constituency, with the Jats hav-
ing more than 2 lakh voters while no
Jat candidate has always won the
Kurukshetra seat.

Known for his strong anti-Jat
statements, Saini had distanced him-
self from the ruling BJP after the vio-
lent Jat quota agitation 2016 which
had resulted in bitterly divided
Haryana on caste lines. Saini has time
and again spoken against Jat reser-
vation under the OBC category, and
has been projecting himself as a
prominent OBC leader in Haryana. 
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The saffron party wants Sunny Deol’s ‘Dhai
Kilo Ka Haath’ to beat the “hand” in

Punjab. Already in talks with the Bollywood
actress Poonam Dhillon and Indian cricketer
Harbhajan Singh for Amritsar Lok Sabha seat,
the Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP) is considering
another Bollywood superstar for Gurdaspur
to give a tough fight to its rivals.

The party has all along been playing a
minor role in the Punjab politics with just
about one protagonist in the Lok Sabha, and
three in Vidhan Sabha, it is now trying to grab
a bigger and better role by signing in Sunny
Deol.

Gurdaspur has always been the Congress’
citadel, winning 11 elections out of 12 till 1996,
including a by-poll. It was only in 1998, when
the BJP decided to field Bollywood’s yester-
year’s superstar Vinod Khanna, who broke the
Congress’ winning spree.

Khanna scored a hat-trick by winning
three consecutive elections in 1998, 1999, and
2004. His victory campaign was halted by the
Congress’ Partap Singh Bajwa in 2009 elec-
tions, which Khanna revenged in 2014 polls.

But following Khanna’s death due to pro-
longed illness, the Congress managed to win
the seat during 2017 by-election. 

Congress’ Sunil Jakhar had defeated
Mumbai-based businessman-cum-politician
Swaran Salaria, whom the BJP fielded as
Khanna’s replacement while ignoring his
widow, Kavita Khanna’s claim for the party
ticket.

After failed attempts to persuade Khanna’s
actor son, Akshey Khanna, to contest from
Gurdaspur who had campaigned for his
father during 2009 and 2004 elections, the BJP
is considering to take on board another
superstar.

However, Kavita Khanna is still a fron-
trunner for the ticket, as the party leaders

believed that she may succeed in getting sym-
pathy votes. Among other claimants for the
party’s tocket from Gurdaspur include BJP’s
former state president Ashwani Sharma, for-
mer Minister Master Mohan Lal, and MLA
Dinesh Babbu are also in the race.

“BJP wanted to field a strong candidate
against sitting MP Jakhar. Many leaders have
staked their claims for the ticket, but there is
a view that the party’s candidate from
Gurdaspur should match up to Vinod
Khanna’s stature,” a senior BJP leader told The
Pioneer, while confirming the development
saying that nothing is final as of now.

“Sunny Deol’s name has just been dis-
cussed. There’s nothing final. We have got to
know that party leaders in Maharashtra have
been asked to get in touch with him and con-
vince him as his father has been MP on BJP
ticket from Bikaner in Rajasthan,” said the
leader.

Notably, Sunny Deol’s father and yester-
years’ superstar Dharmendra had been BJP
MP from Bikaner, while Dharmendra’s wife
and Sunny’s step-mother, actress Hema Malini
is sitting BJP MP from Mathura.

It is believed that the saffron party is
apprehending a wipe out from the state con-
sidering its negligible presence in the state as
of now. 

And by giving a star power to its election
campaign,  the party is  making an 
apparent attempt to make a comeback in the
state.

At the time when the nation was swept by
Modi wave in 2014 polls, BJP won two seats
in Punjab, out of the total three it contested
in alliance with the SAD. However, the num-
ber came down to just one after it lost 2017
by-election.

During 2017 elections, the party could
secure just three seats, out of total 23 it con-
tests in alliance with SAD registering a dip of
12 percent votes in its share in previous assem-
bly elections.
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Holding a roadshow in
Panipat, Haryana Chief

Minister Manohar Lal on
Tuesday cautioned the people
into getting trapped in the 48
years old Garibi Hatao dream
being propagated this time by
the third generation of the
Gandhi family.

“People will not get trapped
in the illusionary programme
of the opposition Congress
since this time Watchman in
the form of Prime Minister
Narendar Modi is strong
enough to thwart all such
attempts to mislead the mass-
e s , ”
Manohar Lal said during his 4-
km road show in the city which
commenced from Shiv Chowk
in front of Sanoli Road
Vegetable Market under the
‘Connect to People pro-
gramme.

Terming Congress
President Rahul Gandhi’s plan
for eradication of poverty
announced ahead of the Lok
Sabha election as an election
dream, the Chief 
Minister said that the Gandhi
family has been promising
eradication of poverty since
long commencing with Indira
Gandhi in 1971, when she first
gave the Garibi Hatao slogan.

But three generations of
Gandhi family (Indira Gandhi,
Rajiv Gandhi and now Rahul
Gandhi, the Congress had not
been able to eradicate poverty 
from the country, Manohar
Lal said. 

“The Garibi Hatao slogan
is just to befool the people to
come to power,” the Chief
Minister added.

Manohar Lal said that in
2019 the interests of the poor
are well protected by Prime
Minister Narendar 
Modi who has become a strong
watchman for the 
countrymen. 
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British MPs have inflicted a
fresh humiliating defeat on

Prime Minister Theresa May,
after voting to temporarily seize
control of the Brexit process,
allowing back-benchers to hold
a series of votes on alternatives
to her deal.

An amendment tabled by
former Conservative Minister
Oliver Letwin was passed by
329 votes to 302 on Monday as
MPs expressed exasperation
at the government’s failure to
set out a fresh approach for the
UK to exit the European Union
(EU), reports the Guardian.

After the amendment, the
government in a statement
warned that it “upends the
balance between our democ-
ratic institutions and sets a dan-
gerous, unpredictable prece-
dent for the future”.

Three ministers -- Foreign
Affairs Minister Alistair Burt,
Health Minister Steve Brine
and Business Minister Richard
Harrington -- resigned to back
the Letwin amendment. Thirty
Conservative MPs rebelled to
vote for the amendment.

Harrington accused the

government of “playing roulette
with the lives and livelihoods of
the vast majority of people in
this country” in his resignation
letter.

In a series of so-called
indicative votes, MPs will be
able to vote on a number of
options -- likely to include a
“softer Brexit”, a Customs union
with the EU and another ref-
erendum -- designed to test the
will of Parliament to see what,
if anything, commands a
majority, the BBC said.

But the precise format of
votes and how they will work
was not set out in the amend-
ment.

Parliament is also expect-
ed to pass a law this week post-
poning the Brexit date from
March 29.

Speaking after Monday’s
votes, opposition Labour Party
leader Jeremy Corbyn con-
gratulated Parliament for “tak-
ing control” of the Brexit
process, CNN reported. “The
government’s approach has
been an abject failure and this
House must now find a solu-
tion,” Corbyn said.

May, still hoping of getting
her twice-rejected Brexit deal
passed, told the House of
Commons earlier in the day
there was not enough support
for her deal to bring it back for
a third meaningful vote. 

The Prime Minister also
said she could not “commit the
government to delivering the
outcome of any votes held by
this House. But I do commit to
engaging constructively with
this process”.

Britain is scheduled to
crash out of the EU on April 12
if May’s withdrawal deal is not
passed and the UK government
fails to provide new proposals
for a way out of the impasse.

In response to the devel-
opment, the European
Commission said it has pre-
pared for an “increasingly like-
ly” no-deal scenario.
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Chinese President Xi Jinping
said on Tuesday that China

and Europe were “advancing
together” but that the two trad-
ing blocs needed to overcome
“suspicions”.

“Of course there are differ-
ences and competition, but it’s
positive competition,” Xi told a
press conference in Paris with
the leaders of France, Germany
and the European Commission.

“We are advancing togeth-
er. We shouldn’t let suspicions
lead us to be constantly looking
backwards.”

Xi was speaking on the
third day of a France visit dom-
inated by concerns over China’s
massive investments on the
continent, which are being built
up through a series of bilateral
deals.

French President
Emmanuel Macron urged his
Chinese counterpart to “respect
the unity of the European
Union” and called for an “exem-
plary relationship” between
Europe and China during the
joint press conference.

“No one is naive but we

respect China,” Macron said,
while adding that EU leaders
“naturally expect our major
partners to respect the unity of
the European Union and the
values that it has and carries in
the world.”

Macron, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel and
EU Commission chief Jean-
Claude Juncker all labelled
China a “rival”, and Merkel and
Juncker urged the Asian giant to
give the EU the same market
access as it afforded Chinese
companies.

Referring to China’s vast
“New Silk Road” infrastruc-
ture project connecting the
country with Europe, which has
sparked unease in the EU,
Merkel said: “We Europeans
want to play a role.”

But, she added, “there has to
be a bit of reciprocity on either
side and we have a bit of diffi-
culty in finding it.” Juncker said
that labelling China a rival was
meant as a “compliment” to the
country.

Speaking ahead of a EU-
China summit on April 12, he
also called for a more balanced
relationship.
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APakistani court on Tuesday
ordered the Government

to remove Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz chief Shehbaz
Sharif ’s name from the no-fly
list.

Shehbaz, who is also 
the Leader of the Opposition in
the National Assembly, had
filed a petition in the Lahore
High Court last month to have
his name removed from the
Exit Control List, Geo TV
reported.

The 67-year-old leader has
been indicted along with nine
others in the Ashiana Iqbal
Housing scam case. 

His name was placed on
the travel blacklist on February
22 for allegedly possessing
assets beyond his declared
sources of income.

His counsel earlier told
the court that the PML-N
leader had been appearing
before the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB)
in every inquiry and cooperat-
ing with the anti-corruption
watchdog in every way.

Sharif was arrested by the

NAB in the probe on October
5, 2018. He was released on bail
on February 14.

He had approached the
Lahore High Court seeking
declaration of the
Government’s decision to place
his name on the no-fly list as
null and void.

In his petition, he had con-
tended that as the leader of the
Opposition as well as of one of
the country’s largest political
parties, his name should not be
on the ECL.

Sharif served as the chief
minister of the politically cru-
cial Punjab province from 2013
to 2018. He became PML-N
president after his elder broth-
er Nawaz Sharif was barred
from holding the top party
position and public posts.

Federal Information
Minister Fawad Chaurdhy
Tuesday said that the
Government would be chal-
lenging the Lahore High
Court’s decision in the Supreme
Court.

“There is a record of Sharif
family members leaving the
country and not coming back,”
said Chaudhry.
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Prime Minister Imran Khan
has said Indo-Pak relations

would remain tense till the gen-
eral elections in India are over,
adding he feared “another mis-
adventure” by Pakistan’s eastern
neighbour.

Tensions between India
and Pakistan escalated after the
February 14 attack by Pakistan-
based Jaish-e-Mohammed in
Pulwama.

Amid mounting outrage,
the Indian Air Force carried
out a counter-terror opera-

tion, hitting what it said was a
JeM training camp in Balakot,
deep inside Pakistan on
February 26. 

The next day, Pakistan Air
Force retaliated and downed a
MiG-21 in an aerial combat
and captured an Indian pilot,
who was handed over to India
later.  

Khan said shadows of war
were still hovering over
Pakistan and India as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
administration could go for
“another misadventure” before
the general elections.

“The danger is not over.
The situation will remain tense
till forthcoming general elec-
tions in India. We are already
prepared to avert any aggres-
sion from India,” Dawn quot-
ed Khan as saying.

Khan also claimed that he
cancelled his scheduled meet-
ing with the Taliban in
Islamabad due to “concerns”
expressed by the Afghan gov-
ernment. The Taliban last
month said that its representa-
tives would visit Islamabad to
meet Prime Minister Khan on
February 18. 
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Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani on Tuesday accused

his US counterpart Donald
Trump of “colonialism” for
recognising Israeli sovereignty
over the disputed Golan Heights,
a border area seized by Israel
from Syria in 1967. “In a point
of time when colonialism ruled,
some colonialist powers did
such things and bestowed parts
of one country to another, but
this is unprecedented in the pre-
sent century,” Rouhani said,
according to the official gov-
ernment website.

“Nobody could have

believed that a man would come
in America and unilaterally and
against all international laws and
regulations give away a land
belonging to one country to an
aggressor,” Rouhani said in a
meeting with advisors and min-
isters. Trump on Monday signed
a proclamation recognising
Israeli sovereignty over the
Golan Heights, which Syria
denounced as a blatant attack on
its sovereignty. US recognition
for Israeli control over the ter-
ritory breaks with decades of
international consensus and has
been criticised by most Islamic
nations, and other countries
such as Russia.
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ASingapore Airlines flight
from Mumbai to Singapore

with 263 passengers on board
Tuesday received a bomb
threat, prompting Singapore
Air Force to send two F-16s to
escort the aircraft.

The flight landed safely at
Singapore’s Changi
International Airport on
Tuesday around 8 am (local
time), the airline added.

“Singapore Airlines con-
firms there was a bomb threat
concerning SQ423 operating
from Mumbai to Singapore.

The aircraft arrived 
in Singapore on March 26,
2019, at about 0800hrs (local
time).

“There were 263 passen-
gers on board. We are assisting
the authorities with their inves-
tigations and regret that we are
unable to provide further
details,” a statement issued by
the airline said.

The Republic of Singapore
Air Force said two F16C/Ds
escorted the SIA aeroplane.

The RSAF said in a
Facebook post that two F-
16C/Ds were scrambled to
intercept the SIA flight.

“Our fighters escorted the
airliner till it landed safely at
Changi Airport,” it said.

All passengers, except for a
woman and a child, disem-
barked safely and had to under-
go screening.

The woman and the child
were held back for questioning
by the police, who are investi-
gating the incident.

Preliminary checks showed
that the airline received a call
after the plane left Mumbai’s
airport on Monday at about
11.35pm local time. The caller
claimed that there was a bomb
on the plane.
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China has destroyed 30,000
world maps printed in the

country for export for not
mentioning Arunachal Pradesh
and Taiwan as part of Chinese
territory, the officla media
reported on Tuesday.

China claims the north-
eastern Indian state of

Arunachal Pradesh as part of
South Tibet. China routinely
objects to Indian leaders visit-
ing Arunachal Pradesh to high-
light its stand.

India says the State of
Arunachal Pradesh is its inte-
gral and inalienable part and
Indian leaders visit Arunachal
Pradesh from time to time, as
they visit other parts of the
country.
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The Islamic State group on
Tuesday claimed an attack

on US-backed forces in the
northern Syrian city of Manbij,
days after their “caliphate” was
declared defeated.

Manbij is a former IS
stronghold that is now ruled by
a military council affiliated
with the Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF), the US-backed
Kurdish-led alliance that
declared victory over IS in its
last redoubt in eastern Syria on
Saturday.

At around midnight (2200
GMT) on Monday, gunmen
opened fire at fighters manning
a checkpoint at the entrance to
the city, killing seven, the coun-
cil said. IS claimed responsi-
bility for the attack in a state-
ment published on its social
media channels on Tuesday.

“The caliphate’s soldiers
attacked a checkpoint... West of
Manbij city last night,” it said.

A spokesman for the
Manbij Military Council,
Sherfan Darwish, said it could
be a revenge attack.

“After the victory over IS,
we have entered the phase of
sleeper cells,” Darwish told
AFP.

“These sleeper cells are
being activated and carrying
out attacks but we will foil their
operations.” The Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights, a Britain-based moni-
tor of the war, said it is “the first
attack of its kind” since the SDF
declared the defeat of the
“caliphate” last week.

Observatory head Rami
Abdel Rahman said it was also
the bloodiest attack in Manbij
since January 16, when 19
people -- including four US
service personnel -- were killed
in a suicide bombing claimed
by IS.

IS has vowed to carry 
out revenge attacks against 
the SDF over the six-month
offensive against it that 
culminated in the jihadists’
defeat in the village of Baghouz,
close to the Iraqi border, on
Saturday.

% % ����������
�����������
) +��	���
������������ ����



If the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) returns to power two months
from now, piggybacking the armed
forces, one central fact will be
eminently clear: The optics of a

powerful military with high morale
belies the ground reality.  The
Government has misled the country on
defence modernisation and preparedness
through high-decibel claims and self-
praise for its devotion to the soldier.
Never before has any Government milked
the success of military operations for
political and electoral gains as the pre-
sent one and successfully politicised the
armed forces. The creation by it of
nationalist sentiment and allied jingoism
through coopting sections of the print
and electronic media and their armies of
supporters and cheerleaders has divert-
ed the focus of elections from Achche Din
and Sabka Saath, SabkaVikas to nation-
al security and taking the mickey out of
Pakistan.

Last Sunday, the BJP launched a blitz
of victory rallies in Uttar Pradesh, pitch-
ing the forthcoming elections as a means
of rooting out terrorism and defeating
Pakistan. Citing Balakot air strikes as the
Government’s “befitting reply for
Pulwama”, its leaders said that only a
Government led by the charismatic and
decisive leader, Narendra Modi, could
guarantee the country’s defence and
security. Part II of this self-congratula-
tory boast is the caustic criticism of
Opposition parties, mainly the Rahul
Gandhi-led Congress, for questioning the
Government and the Indian armed forces
on their claims of targetting, damage
assessment and casualties. Balakot has
become the magic wand for winning the
Lok Sabha polls.

In 2016, following the Uri terrorist
strike, modest ground surgical strikes
were magnified to being the silver bul-
let for ending cross-border terrorism and,
therefore, employed liberally to show-
case the Government’s determination to
teach Pakistan a lesson. They were cited
extravagantly to win the Assembly elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh and Karnataka, to
name just a few. Banners and posters
using serving Army officers’ pictures
alongside Government leaders politicised
the military. Surgical strikes were liber-
ally replayed to deify the BJP leadership,
principally Prime Minister Modi. The
Army’s resolute stand at Doklam was also
appropriated by the Government as its
own dogged action of thwarting China
in its attempt to present Bhutan and India
with a fait accompli. In all the three mil-
itary operations — Operation Surgical
Strikes, Operation Juniper and Operation
Balakot — the Army and IAF came out
as winners but it was the Government
which super-imposed the “lotus” on
them.

This is the great irony as the Modi
Government apparently attaches minus-
cule importance to the Defence portfo-
lio, posting four Ministers in five years.
The last of these, Nirmala Sitharaman, is
a first-time MP, who has spent her
prime-time defending Modi on Rafale in
and outside Parliament, whereas tradi-
tionally, the Defence Minister is invari-
ably a political heavyweight. Union
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley was twice
a part-time Defence Minister and is not
known to be terribly sympathetic towards
the military. The most effective and com-
mitted was the late Manohar Parrikar
whose pledge to appoint the Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS) was unfortunately
killed by the Prime Minister’s Office. This
coupled with the musical chairs in the
Defence Ministry allowed National
Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval to
become de facto CDS and also interfere
in key issues of the Ministry like Rafale.
Policeman Doval is the first NSA to
become directly involved in planning and
conduct of operations, notably Pathankot,
which is in the remit of a military pro-
fessional. His appointment as Chairman
of Defence Planning Committee is anoth-
er first and needless padding to planning.
The Doval empire is enviable.

Under Jaitley, defence funding etched
an interesting trajectory. After his second
budget, his reasoning for limited capital
funding for modernisation was that the
military is unable to spend even what lit-
tle is allotted. The following year, Jaitley
changed tack, saying that actually, he did
not have the money to increase the cap-

ital account. The interim budget present-
ed this year by acting Finance Minister
Piyush Goyal earmarked the lowest
amount in memory for modernisation
with the staple byline, “more funds will
be provided if required.” At a national
security conclave last month, Jaitley said
that hike in modernisation funding will
depend on paying off committed liabil-
ities and that any increase would be con-
tingent on income from widening the tax
net. This year’s allocation may fall short
of even accounting for committed liabil-
ities. Still, BJP president Amit Shah
raved about the current defence budget
as a milestone having crossed the �3 lakh
crore mark, more than 70 per cent of
which is revenue expenditure.

The true reflection of the state of
defence funding and operational readi-
ness was provided by the BJP’s own chair-
man of the parliamentary standing com-
mittee on defence,  Maj Gen BC
Khanduri, who rated defence allocation
of 1.5 per cent of GDP as “disabling war
preparedness.” His blunt inference led to
his removal and replacement by party
veteran Kalraj Mishra. Just as well that
Balakot did not escalate into a short and
intense conventional war as ammunition,
tank, artillery and night-fighting equip-
ment inventories are critically hollow, not
to mention the plummeting decline in Air
Force squadrons from the authorised 42
to below 30 squadrons, actually  around
26 squadrons (Air Chief Marshal AY
Tipnis at last month’s security conclave).
No Service Chief should have to say “we
will fight with what we have” as Air Chief

Marshal BS Dhanoa had to.
The armed forces have been succes-

sively short-changed by the once in 10
years Pay Commissions. The last Seventh
Pay Commission was no exception even
as roll-on anomalies have piled up.
Service Chiefs were denied a meeting
with Modi on Seventh Pay Commission
and on One Rank One Pension earlier.
The then Defence Secretary Mohan
Kumar did not endorse the military’s
request to reconsider their case for Non
Functional Upgrade (NFU), which about
60 A group services receive. Now the
Central Government has opposed in the
Supreme Court an Armed Forces
Tribunal order, asking it to include the
armed forces in NFU. This has serious
implications for status, parity and pay
grade and is one issue hurting the morale
of the military. So much for Balakot’s
surge in nationalism and the 
Government putting the soldier on a
pedestal. India’s military is overly obedi-
ent with high tolerance threshold in civil-
military relations. Service chiefs have not
taken an issue-based stand individually
or collectively.

A professional, secular and apolitical
military is being progressively politicised
and utilised for advancing electoral
prospects of the ruling establishment in
the guise of promoting nationalism.
Questioning the military and the
Government on this is kosher.

(The writer is a retired Major General
of the Indian Army and founder member
of the Defence Planning Staff, currently the
revamped Integrated Defence Staff)
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Sir — This refers to the article,
“Flying with a broken wing” (March
26) by Kushan Mitra. Undoubtedly,
Jet Airways was in a better condi-
tion than Air India. While the lat-
ter’s net loss stood at �5,765 crore
in 2017, the former’s net profit was
�438 crore during the same period.
Besides, Jet was also ahead of Air
India in operational indices and
could fly more passengers than the
national carrier despite having a
smaller fleet size of 124 aircraft as
compared to 163 of the latter. If the
Government has been patient with
Air India, taking care of the gaps in
its operational funding, it can at least
be pragmatic with other airlines. 

Given a nascent market for Tier
II and III connectivity under Udan,
uncertain fuel pricing and unsteady
global economy, airlines had to nec-
essarily negotiate turbulence, which
ought to have been factored in
while dealing with their loan
defaults. Surely, the Government’s
intention is not to take the scrap
dealer route to the likes of IBC but
to facilitate a speedy restoration of
a vital sector poised to be the third
largest after the US and China.

R Narayanan 
Navi Mumbai
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Sir — It is unfortunate that the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) is destined to carry the
Congress as an albatross around
its neck every time there is an
election in the State or at the
Centre. The Congress demands
seats disproportionate to its eli-
gibility in terms of the party’s

vote share or potential to win the
seats. It is unfortunate that in the
forthcoming crucial elections
to the Lok Sabha, too, the grand
old party has taken 10 seats from
the DMK, representing 25 per
cent of the total constituencies. 

There are reports that there
is a lot of resentment in the
selection of Karti Chidambaram,
against whom many criminal
cases are pending, as the

Congress candidate to contest
the Sivaganga constituency. 

Sudarshana Nachiappan,
one of the most deserving can-
didates who was assured of his
candidacy by the high com-
mand till late last night, has
accused P Chidambaram for
this last minute change in favour
of his son.

Anna Mary Yvonne
Chennai
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Sir — This refers to the article,
“Flying with a broken wing”
(March 26) by Kushan Mitra.
Lenders don’t seem to have
learnt from the Kingfisher fias-
co and infused �1,500 crore
into Jet Airways. Ideally, Naresh
Goyal should have allowed a bet-
ter and financially sound man-
agement to run his company
rather than playing with the
career of the more than 23,000
employees. 

Lenders seem to believe that
it’s better to explore revival of the
company than take the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC) route. Though the
IBC may not be the perfect and
only solution, in the current cir-
cumstances, it is the best alter-
native for the lenders. 

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has been sensitive in its
approach to ensure lenders get
their money back on time and
any promoter with bad inten-
tions get the stick.

Bal Govind
Noida
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The ongoing attempt by L& T Infotech, to buy
a controlling stake in Mindtree, has been met
with stiff resistance by its founders and

employees. L&T has already bought 20.3 per cent
stake in Mindtree by paying over its long-term
investor, VG Siddhartha of Café Coffee Day. As
required by the SEBI (Substantial Acquisition of
Shares and Takeover) Regulations, the infrastruc-
ture giant has already announced an open offer to
buy 31 per cent stake, in addition to picking up 15
per cent of the shares through an open market pur-
chase, making a stake of 66.32 per cent in Mindtree.

A ‘hostile takeover’ is the acquisition of one
company, known as the target firm, by another,
which is called the ‘acquirer’ and the acquisition is
accomplished by going directly to the company’s
shareholders or fighting to replace management to
get the acquisition approved. This is different from
a friendly takeover, which is a proposal where a tar-
get company’s management and board of directors
agree to a merger or acquisition by another firm.
Since liberalisation, India has seen numerous
friendly takeovers but hostile acquisitions have been
few and far between.

In the 1980s, London-based NRI, Swaraj Paul,
sought to control the management of two Indian
companies, Escorts Limited and DCM (Delhi Cloth
Mills) Limited, by picking up their shares from the
stock market. Though Paul failed to fulfill his dream
of controlling Escorts and DCM, he was success-
ful in highlighting how particular families were exer-
cising managerial control over large corporate enti-
ties despite holding a minuscule proportion of the
concerned company’s shares. Paul finally retracted
his bid. While he was ultimately unsuccessful, Paul’s
hostile threat sent shockwaves through the other-
wise complacent Indian business world.

This was followed by India Cements Limited
(ICL) in its hostile bid for Raasi Cements
Limited (RCL) in 1988, where ICL made an open
offer for RCL shares at �300 per share at the time
when the share price on the stock exchange,
Mumbai (BSE), was around �100. The Indian FIs,
that were protecting the promoters, felt cheated
as they sold their stakes, leaving the FIs high and
dry till they were bought out by ICL in an open
offer. The effort by ICL to buy out Raasi was for
its crown jewel, Shri Vishnu Cement. Raju, the
promoter of Raasi, transferred 39.5 per cent of
Shri Vishnu Cement to a group of nine invest-
ment companies, in violation of the takeover code
and the transfer was considered invalid. Finally,
ICL sold the shares of Shri Vishnu Cement by the
associate companies of Raju. 

In a third example, in October 2000, Abhishek
Dalmia made an open offer to acquire 45 per cent
of the share capital in Gesco Corporation at �23 per
share. This transaction entered into a drama of hos-
tile takeover until the promoters of Gesco corpo-
ration and the Dalmia group announced they had
reached an amicable settlement in the battle for
Gesco, with the former buying out Dalmias’ 10.5
per cent stake at �54 per share for a total consider-
ation of �16 crore. The Gesco Corporation takeover
drama showed that a bidder, with admittedly poor
financial resources, could talk up a share only to exit
later with a huge profit via a negotiated deal. In 2008,
Emami acquired 23.6 per cent stake from Vaidyas,
who are the co-founders of Zandu, at �6,900 per
share. The Parikhs, who have been managing the

company’s operations for years, also part-
ed with 20 per cent stake after trying to
save the firm for four months. Emami paid
�750 crore to acquire 72 per cent stake in
the firm. 

There are numerous ways which are
followed by the acquiring companies for
a hostile takeover: Toehold acquisition,
which is a purchase of the target’s shares
on an open market; tender offer, where
an acquirer offers the target’s sharehold-
ers a buyout option at a premium over the
market price; and proxy fight, a solicita-
tion of the shareholders’ proxies to vote
for insurgent directors. Having decided to
acquire a target, the acquire usually deals
with either of the two main corporate con-
stituencies of the target: Management or
shareholders.A possibility or threat of a
hostile takeover causes the target’s board
to adopt and implement anti-takeover
defences. 

Stock re-purchase is a transaction by
the target of its own-issued shares from
its shareholders. This is an effective
defence strategy that has registers success.

Poison pill is a distribution to the tar-
get’s shareholders of the rights to purchase
shares of the target or the merging
acquire at a substantially reduced price.
What triggers an execution of these
rights is an acquisition by an acquirer of
a certain percentage of the target’s share-
holding. If exercised, these rights can con-
siderably dilute the acquirer’s sharehold-
ing in the target and can thus deter a
takeover. The poison pill is one of the most
powerful defences against hostile
takeovers.

Shark repellents are certain provi-
sions in the target’s charter or by-laws
deterring an acquirer’s desirability of a hos-
tile takeover. This defence typically
involves a supermajority vote requirement
regarding a merger of the target with its
majority shareholder. This defence also
includes other takeover deterrent provi-

sions in the target’s certificate of incorpo-
ration or bylaws.

Golden parachutes are additional
compensation to the target’s top manage-
ment in case of termination of its employ-
ment following a successful hostile acqui-
sition. Since these reimbursements
decrease the target’s assets, this defence
reduces the amount the acquirer is will-
ing to pay for the target’s shares. This
defence may thus harm shareholders. It,
however, effectively deters hostile
takeovers.

Staggered board is a board in which
only a certain number of directors, usu-
ally one-third, is re-elected annually. It is
a powerful anti-takeover defence, which
might be stronger than is commonly
recognised. For the reason of being too
strong and reducing returns to the target’s
shareholders, the latter happened to resist
this type of defence.

Greenmail is a buyout by the target
of its own shares from the hostile acquire
with a premium over the market price,
which results in the acquire's agreement
not to pursue obtaining control of the tar-
get in the near future. 

Standstill agreement is an undertak-
ing by the acquirer not to grab any more
shares of the target within certain period
of time. A standstill agreement is an addi-
tional defence that usually accompanies
the greenmail described above.

Leveraged recapitalisation is a series
of transactions designed to affect the equi-
ty and debt structure of a corporation.
Recapitalisation usually involves such
transactions as sale of assets, issuance of
debt and distribution of dividends.

Leveraged buyout is a purchase of the
target by the management with the use of
debt financing. This defence burdens the
target with the debt. In such a case, the
management becomes a bidder and com-
petes with a hostile acquire for control over
the target.

Crown jewels are options under
which a favoured party can buy a key part
of the target at a price that may be less than
its market value.

White knight is a strategic merger
that does not involve a change of control
and relieves the target’s management of
the responsibility to seek best price. 

White squire is given by the target to
a friendly party of a certain ownership in
the target. This defence is effective against
acquisition by the hostile party of the tar-
get by “freezing out” minority sharehold-
ers.

Scorched earth is a self-tender offer
by the target that burdens the target with
debt.

Lockups are defensive mechanisms
in friendly mergers and acquisitions
designed to deter hostile bids. 

Pacman is a target’s tender offer for
the acquire’s shares.

Change of control provisions is the
target’s contractual arrangement with
third parties that burden the target in the
case of a change in its control.

Finally, ‘Just say no’ is a simple
approach that enables the board simply
to reject a proposal of any potential acquir-
er who would fail to prove that his acqui-
sition strategy matches that of the target.
Like all strategies, some defence strategies
are more effective than others and not all
are successful all the time. A golden para-
chute may decrease the price that the
acquirer would be willing to pay for the
target but it may not necessarily stop the
hostile acquisition. 

On the other hand, a poison pill can
easily lose its effect if the acquire wins a
proxy fight for the target and then
redeems the pill. Therefore, it is prudent
that a company should consider devising
relevant anti-takeover defences from the
very incorporation of business.

(The writer is Assistant Professor,
Amity University)
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With elections round the corner,
the Opposition still seems to
be groping for a solid and

cohesive poll narrative against the
Modi Government, while the ruling
BJP has identified terror and national-
ism as its main theme. The Opposition
had been concentrating on a basic
plank, essentially on livelihood issues.
It was confident of taking on the
Government with issues like jobs,
agrarian crisis and demonetisation —
all of which determine the outcome of
the polls as it affects the common man. 

However, this was the scenario till
the Pulwama and Balakot incidents
happened last month. Also, until then,
the Opposition was in an advantageous
position after the BJP lost three States

to the Congress in the Hindi heartland
— Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh in December last year.
Momentum was gradually shifting
from the BJP to the Opposition. An
upbeat Congress began its campaign
with high spirit during the New Year. 

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and her Delhi coun-
terpart, Arvind Kejriwal, organised two
impressive rallies to show off
Opposition unity in Kolkata and Delhi
respectively. The Opposition became
aggressive and the BJP, until six weeks
ago, seemed to be the only respond-
ing to its campaign on Rafale deal
rather than setting the agenda.  There’s
no doubt that last month’s unprece-
dented events — Pulwama terror
attack, the retaliatory Balakot air
strikes, the capture and release of Wing
Commander Abhinandan Varthaman
by Pakistan — have made ‘security’ and
‘terrorism’ the key poll issues, thus
bringing nationalism to the forefront. 

The Opposition lost the momen-
tum it briefly acquired to put the BJP
on the defensive. The saffron party
quickly snatched the advantage and
began to build its poll campaign on

the twin planks of ‘nationalism’ and
‘terrorism’. All earlier issues like the
building of the Ram temple in
Ayodhya and triple talaq were pushed
to the backburner. 

Obviously, the BJP has regained the
political narrative for the electoral bat-
tle while the Opposition is still twid-
dling its thumbs as to how to bring back
the livelihood issues to the forefront as
they cannot criticise the Government
on intelligence failure beyond a limit. 

The Opposition is also not doing
a united campaign at the national level.
The BJP is taking full advantage of its
disunity and appears to have success-

fully projected itself as the party best
suited to guard the country against ter-
rorism, sponsored by Pakistan. On the
ground, each Opposition party has
been doing its own campaign. The
Opposition claims that though there is
not one single narrative at the nation-
al level, individual parties will campaign
on the common theme that the BJP
must be removed because of its failure
on various fronts, including unemploy-
ment and farmers’ issues. “Every party
has to stick to its own platform,”
claimed a Left leader. 

As for the Congress, the princi-
pal Opposition party, its president,

Rahul Gandhi, is running a sustained
campaign on the Rafale deal for the
past few months but it is not catch-
ing up. Also, the Congress fell into the
BJP’s trap when it changed the poll
narrative to Pulwama and
‘Chowkidar’  baits instead of focus-
ing on bringing the real issues back. 

The BJP is happy to dwell on
these issues as it diverts attention from
other subjects like jobs and agrarian
crisis where the Modi Government
has really not lived up to the expec-
tations. The BJP is going all out with
its latest mass campaign — ‘Main Bhi
Chowkidar’ and ‘Namumkin ab
Mumkin Hai’, slogans showing Modi
as the supreme leader who can solve
India’s problems. The BJP hopes to
win the elections mainly on the
weakness of the Opposition, whose
much-touted ‘Mahagathbandhan’ at
the national level still remains an idea
and not a reality; although there are
State-specific coalitions. 

The second is Modi’s presiden-
tial style of campaigning. It is Modi
versus no Opposition face, which can
limit the Opposition’s chances. Third,
it is the failure of the Opposition to

come up with a credible and effec-
tive narrative, capitalising on the
Government’s weaknesses. On the
other hand, the BJP has been able to
determine its agenda by getting
away with its diversionary tactics.
Fourth, the BJP has stitched alliances
in various States, even ceding space
to the allies; whereas the Congress is
still dilly-dallying.  

However, the BJP also knows
that it will be difficult to sustain the
Pulwama and Balakot themes for
the next two months; though it got
a big boost to its campaign in the
past few weeks. As time passes, it
would get further diluted. Therefore,
the BJP needs a winning narrative.
The Opposition, too, needs an effec-
tive counter-narrative. All these in
an electoral background where there
is no ‘hawa’ for or against any party,
no highly emotional issues, not
much of anti incumbency against
Modi and unlike 2014 no ‘Modi
wave’. The results will show who has
the right narrative this time — the
NDA or the UPA.

(The writer is a senior political com-
mentator and syndicated columnist)
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Bengaluru: Conceding that
the ruling Congress-JD(S)
alliance is facing dissidence in
some Lok Sabha constituencies,
the Congress' Karnataka unit
on Tuesday expressed confi-
dence about resolving differ-
ences by making both party
workers understand the need to
defeat "communal BJP."

With transfer of votes
between the Congress and the
JD(S) crucial for them to out-
perform the BJP, there is worry
in both parties that the dissi-
dence may hamper their
prospects.

Agreeing that there was
disgruntlement in two to three
places like Mandya, Tumkur
and Hassan, coalition coordi-
nation chief and Congress
leader Siddaramaaih said it
was common in an alliance and
when there were aspirants from
both parties.

"There is some amount of
disgruntlement in Tumkur as
the sitting MP did not get the
ticket from the Congress,
because the seat went to the
JD(S)," he said at a twitter inter-

action organised by the
Karnataka PCC.

"We are talking to workers
there, also disgruntled leaders
there. I have confidence that we
will be able to pacify them," he
said.

"Coalition Government
and alliance was inevitable
today. We will make workers
and leaders of both parties
understand about the situation
and the need for an alliance to
defeat the communal BJP.

I'm confident that they too
will agree and there won't be
any problem," he added.

Defying the electoral
arrangement under which
Tumkur was allotted to the
JD(S), sitting Congress MP S P
Muddahanumegowda filed his
papers on Monday, even as
JD(S) patriarch and former
Prime Minister HD Deve

Gowda filed his nomination as
the joint candidate of the rul-
ing alliance.

Another Congress leader
and former MLA, K N
Rajanna, also filed his nomi-
nation on Monday from
Tumkur as an independent
candidate, opposing Gowda.

KPCC chief Dinesh Gundu
Rao on Tuesday said he has
spoken to both
Muddahanumegowda and
Rajanna and the party would
resolve the issue "amicably."

"We have spoken to him
(Muddahanumegowda), we
have spoken to Rajanna...We
will again speak to them and
will solveit amicably," Rao told
reporters in response to a ques-
tion about action on rebel can-
didates in Tumkur.

If Muddahanumegowda
contests from Tumkur as a

rebel candidate, it will add to
the Congress-JD(S) coalition
worries as the alliance is facing
backlash at several places
including Mandya and Hassan,
with party workers unhappy
with the seat arrangements.

Both parties that had
fought bitterly against each
other ahead of May 2018
Assembly polls joined hands to
form an alliance as the election
threw up a hung verdict.

Though Congress-JD(S)
leaders have decided to go to
polls together, it is not some-
thing that the workers of both
parties at the booth level, who
have been fighting each other,
agree with.

Deve Gowda's grandsons,
Prajaval Revanna and Nikhil
Kumaraswamy, are the alliance
candidates from Hassan and
Mandyarespectively.

Responding to a question,
Siddaramaiah agreed that
Tumkur was conceded to the
JD(S) as he was against giving
away Mysore seat to the region-
al party, which had asked for
oneamong the two seats.

"We had to concede
Mandya because sitting MP
there was from JD(S), so nat-
urally they asked for the
seat.They also asked for a seat-
either Mysore or Tumkur, I said
we cannot concede Mysore
because there is more oppor-
tunity for Congress there." PTI
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Jaipur: Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday
termed his party’s promise of
minimum guaranteed income
to the poorest 20 per cent
households a "surgical strike
on poverty" and said nobody
should be poor in 21st centu-
ry India.

Addressing a rally in
Suratgarh town of Ganganagar
district, a day after declaring
his party would roll out the
scheme if voted to power,
Gandhi alleged that Prime
Minster Narendra Modi gave
money to the rich and top
industrialists of the country,
but the Congress would serve
the poor.

He said the promised min-
imum income scheme was a
"big bang". 

"Dhamaka hai ye...Bomb
fatega (It's a big bang...A bomb
will set off ).  This is a
Congress's surgical strike on
poverty. They (the BJP)
worked to eliminate the poor
we will eliminate poverty,"
Gandhi said.

On helping the poor, he
said, "We thought how it
should be done. After discus-
sion and brainstorming, we
thought that there should be a
minimum income line of
�12,000 per month. Soon after
formation of the Congress
Government in 2019, the min-
imum income line in India will

be �12,000 per month."
The name of the proposed

scheme is 'Nyuntam Aay
Yojana' or Nyay. The word
'Nyay' stands for justice in
Hindi.

He alleged that poverty
and unemployment increased
under the Modi Government.
While the Congress-led UPA
Government lifted 14 crore
people out of poverty, "Modi
made them poor again", he
claimed.

On Monday, Gandhi
announced in New Delhi that
�72,000 per year will be given
as minimum income to poor
families, benefiting around 25
crore people, if his party is
voted to power in Lok Sabha
polls.

"Nobody should be poor 
in the country in 21st century,"
he told the Suratgarh rally
Tuesday.

Finance Minister Arun

Jaitley Monday dismissed the
Congress promise of mini-
mum guaranteed income, say-
ing the party has a history of
"cheating" the poor and mis-
leading the country in the
name of removing poverty. 

In 1971, Rahul Gandhi's
grandmother and then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi had
also given 'Garibi Hatao, Desh
Bachao' (remove poverty, save
the nation) slogan during the
general election campaign.
Years later, PM Modi, during a
speech in 2018, termed the
'Garibi Hatao' slogan a "false
promise". 

Rahul Gandhi Tuesday
also alleged the Modi
Government weakened the
schemes and programmes such
as MGNREGA and food secu-
rity introduced by the UPA
dispensation. 

"Whatever was done under
the MGRENGA, food securi-
ty and loan waiver by the UPA
Government, that all were fin-
ished by Narendra Modi.
Poverty and unemployment
increased in his rule," he said. 

He said that top industri-
alists were helped by the
Government in "looting" the
public money and their debt of
�3.5 lakh were written off, but
farm loans were not. 

The Congress chief con-
tinued his "chowkidar" barb at
the PM.  PTI

Patna: Bollywoodactor-turned-
politician Shatrughan Sinha,
who has been associated with
BJP for about three decades,
will join Congress at New Delhi
on March 28, a senior party
leader said here on Tuesday.

"Shatrughan Sinha will join
Congress in New Delhi on
March 28 at 11.30 am ... He will
be our candidate from Patna
Sahib", chairman for the state
Congress election campaign
committee Akhilesh Prasad
Singh told newsmen here.

Sinha is a two-term BJP
Lok Sabha member from Patna
Sahib Singh but has been
dropped by the saffron party
which has chosen to field union
minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
from the seat.

Sinha has been openly crit-
ical of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and BJP president Amit
Shah. Speculation had been
rife for some time that he
would join the Congress, which
is an ally of the
'Mahagathbandhan' which also
consists of the RJD and other
local parties.

Asked whether Sinha
would be induced in the party
in the presence of AICC pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi, as was
being speculated in the media,
Singh said Top leaders will be
present on the occasion". PTI

Patna: The Darbhanga Lok
Sabha seat, represented by for-
mer test cricketer Kirti Azad,
who recently quit the BJP and
joined the Congress, on
Tuesday emerged as a new
bone of contention in the
Opposition Grand Alliance in
Bihar, with the RJD stating that
it wished to field its veteran
leader Abdul Bari Siddiqui
from the seat.

The Lalu Prasad-led party
contended that its candidate
had lost the seat to the BJP by
a thin margin in 2014.

"Darbhanga is our tradi-
tional seat. We have won it
many times. Even in the 2014
polls, which were swept by the
BJP-led NDA, our candidate
lost the battle by a thin margin.

"We would therefore like to
contest the seat again and field
Abdul Bari Siddiqui this time.
A formal announcement would
be made shortly," RJD MLA

and chief state spokesman Bhai
Virendra said here.

Notably, senior RJD leader
Mohd Ali Ashraf Fatmi won
the seat in all Lok Sabha polls
since 1991 except on three
occasions — 1999, 2009 and
2014.

The party's decision to
field Siddiqui — a senior leader
who has formerly been the
leader of the Opposition in the
Assembly and served as the
Finance Minister — is seen as
a move to placate the veteran,
who is said to have been sulk-
ing over being sidelined fol-
lowing the entry of Lalu
Prasad's sons Tejashwi Yadav
and Tej Pratap Yadav into
active politics.

When asked about Bhai
Virendra's statement, Siddiqui
said, "I am a disciplined party
worker. If the party asks me to
contest from Darbhanga, I will
put my heart, mind and soul

into the fight."
Siddiqui had fought the

2014 election from Madhubani
and lost to Hukum Deo
Narayan Yadav of the BJP.

State Congress president
Madan Mohan Jha, when
approached with queries about
the RJD's claim, said
Darbhanga was an "important
seat", but a final call will be
taken by the party's high com-
mand.

The Congress had last won
the seat way back in 1980.

Elaborating further on the
party's dilemma, Congress
leader Rishi Mishra — whose
grandfather Lalit Narayan
Mishra was a minister in Indira
Gandhi's cabinet and is said to
be the tallest leader in the
Mithila region where
Darbhanga falls — claimed
that Maithil Brahmins in the
constituency are traditional
supporters of his party. PTI
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Carrying eleven non-bailable
charges on his head, Nishit

Pramanik, the BJP candidate for
the Coochbehar Lok Sabha seat,
seems to have become a
headache for the saffron party.

Trinamool Congress has
already approached the Election
Commission of India drawing its
attention towards the affidavit
filed by Pramanik. “The BJP has
fielded a person who has eleven
non-bailable charges against
him to serve the people of
Coochbehar. We have already
brought it to the notice of the
ECI,” North Bengal
Development Minister
Rabindranath Ghosh said on
Tuesday.

Pramanik has been booked
for murder, attempt to murder,
dacoity, human trafficking,
Ghosh said quoting the affidavit
filed by Pramanik before the
ECI. Out of the eleven non-bail-
able cases two have been filed in
other States.

“He is charged with looting
a bank and a jewellry shop at
Alipurduar,” Ghosh said won-
dering “how a party which
claims to give good governance
can nominate a person who has
such grievous charges against
him dismissing the BJP allega-
tion that the charges were the
result of the TMC’s vendetta pol-
itics against the Opposition
leaders. “If such was the case
then how could he have been
booked in other States where the
Trinamool is not in power,”
Ghosh said adding “even the
High Court has rejected bail
applications filed by him in two
cases.”

Yet another political turn-
coat to be fielded by the Bengal
saffron outfit, Pramanik had ear-
lier left the Trinamool Congress
to join the BJP.

His organsational capabili-
ties apart, Pramanik’s alleged
criminal records could pose his

party some problem in
Coochbehar constituency bor-
dering Assam and Bangladesh.
This, notwithstanding the fact
that the BJP has fast come up to
gain the second position dis-
placing the Left Front in this dis-
trict. In the last Assembly elec-
tions the BJP had taken a lead
over the TMC in the urban areas
whereas the latter had posted a
lead in the rural belt.
Considering the recent elec-
toral patterns a slight shift in the
vote base could affect either par-
ties much, experts said.

Controversies hit the BJP in
another constituency, this time
Basirhat in south Bengal where
party candidate Sayantan Basu
was reported against by the
TMC for telling a crowd that “we
will ask the CRPF through our
central leadership not to shoot
at the legs but directly through
the chest if the mischief mongers
come to capture booths. This
time round no Sahjehan or
Aurangzeb will come to save the
TMC’s goon.”
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Kolkata: The BJP on Tuesday
declared the list of 10 more
candidates for Bengal. Among
these are: Humayun Kabir
from Murshidabad, Krishna
Joardar from Behrampore,
Mukut Mani Adhikary from
Ranaghat, Nilanjan Roy from
Raiganj, Rantideb Sengupta
from Howrah, Subhas Sarkar
from Bankura, Joy Banerjee
from Uluberia, Shantanu
Thakur from Bongaon and
Debashis Samanta from
Contai.
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Moradabad (UP): BJP presi-
dent Amit Shah on Tuesday
said Narendra Modi was the
"only" Prime Minister who had
responded strongly to terror
activities in Pakistan, likening
the Centre's response to the US
action against terrorism.

"We attacked on Pakistan
without any delay after the
Pulwama attack, while the
Opposition leaders were insist-
ing for negotiation, Shah said
at a 'Vijay Sankalp' rally in Uttar
Pradesh's Moradabad district.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
chief alleged that the
Opposition was insulting the
soldiers who died in the
Pulwama attack by asking
questions on the number of
casualties in the Balakot
airstrike.

"When the country was
celebrating after air strikes at
terrorist camp, the Opposition

here was grieving like
Pakistan," he said in an appar-
ent reference to the Balakot
airstrike. 

He asserted that the BJP-
led NDA would win 74 of the
state's 80 Lok Sabha seats. It
had won 73 in 2014. 

Pointing out that
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav and Bahujan Samaj Party
supremo Mayawati were "ene-
mies" earlier, Shah said they
had come together now due to

"fear" of Modi.
He predicted that the SP-

BSP-RLD alliance would fail
because "our Government is
very much popular due to our
positive works".

Shah hit out at Yadav, alleg-
ing that all miscreants were
there in the former Chief
Minister's Government and
crime was on the rise.

But during the present BJP
Government, he claimed, all
miscreants were either in jail or
fled the state.

Shah said communal vio-
lence and land-grabbing inci-
dents, which he said were nor-
mal during the previous dis-
pensation, had become a thing
of the past and there was peace.

Listing out the Modi dis-
pensation's welfare schemes,
Shah claimed that for the first
time since Independence, the
farmers, poor, Dalits and the

deprived sections had been
feeling that they have their own
government at the Centre. 

BJP media head Anil
Baluni said in a statement that
the party organised over 250
'Vijay Sankalp' (pledge for vic-
tory) rallies across the country
on Tuesday with its tops lead-
ers addressing them.

While Shah spoke in
Moradabad, Union Ministers
Rajnath Singh, Sushma Swaraj,
Nirmala Sitharaman, Piyush
Goyal and Uma Bharti spoke in
New Delhi, Ghaziabad, Udupi,
Vijaywada and Sonipat respec-
tively, he said.

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath spoke
in Varanasi, Gujarat CM Vijay
Rupani in Porbandar, Haryana
CM Manohar Lal Khattar in
Panipat and former Madhya
Pradesh CM Shivraj Singh
Chouhan in Puri.
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Varanasi: Hitting out at
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi over his minimum
income scheme announcement,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday
asked why the party didn't do
anything to uplift the poor dur-
ing the 10 years when it was in
power.

In a big-bang poll promise,
Gandhi had on Monday
announced that �72,000 per
year will be given as minimum
income to poor families, bene-
fiting around 25 crore people, if
his party is voted to power in the
Lok Sabha polls beginning next
month.

Addressing a 'Vijay Sankalp
Sabha' (victory pledge meeting)
here, Adityanath asked Gandhi
why the Congress-led UPA

Government had not done any-
thing to bring happiness into the
lives of poor people during its
10-year term from 2004 to
2014.

He also heaped praises on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi-
led Government at the Centre
for introducing various welfare
schemes to benefit the poor. 

He claimed that Modi,
unlike the Congress, is sensitive
towards the needs of the poor.

Adityanath accused
Congress leaders of siphoning
off Government funds meant
for the poor.

"Your father Rajiv Gandhi's
helplessness was clearly visible
when he had said that of �100
that his Government sent to the
poor, only �10 reached them,"
the Chief Minister said.
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Mumbai: Vice President
Venkaiah Naidu on Tuesday
said knowledge is going to be the
driver of the Indian economy
and will play a vital role in
improving the living conditions
of people.

India must rise to the occa-
sion and reorient its higher
education system, in order to be
globally competitive, Naidu said,
addressing the 16th convocation
ceremony of Indira Gandhi
Institute of Development
Research here.

Eight PhD, six M.Phil and
29 M.Sc degrees were awarded
by the Vice President on the
occasion. "The education system
should be reoriented by moving
away from the colonial mindset;
it must teach history in an
objective manner as it actually

unfolded," he said.
"Education is not only for

employment. It should empow-
er the individual with knowledge
and wisdom to sift the wheat
from the chaff. Access to qual-
ity education for all and at all lev-
els is equally essential to ensure
inclusive growth and prevent
any kind of discrimination," he
said. Time has come for India to
once again emerge as the glob-
al knowledge hub, he said. "For
that to happen, the seats of learn-
ing, especially the universities,
must reinvent themselves as
hubs of vibrant intellectual pur-
suit," he said. While it accounts
for less than a fifth of the GDP,
agriculture still remains the
main source of employment for
nearly half of Indias labour
force, he said. PTI
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Tuesday questioned the present
culture inside the BJP which
was far different from what was
preached by its founding
fathers.

In reference to the way
some of its senior leaders like
LK Advani and MM Joshi were
ignored in distribution of tick-
ets, Banerjee said “BJP is a
party that does not respect its
veterans,” wondering those
who did not pay adequate
respect to the veterans were
well bred.

Hitting out at the BJP for
ignoring Advani who made the
BJP what it was today she said
“Advani was the actual mentor
for BJP. They have forgotten old
days because of the new crop
of leaders. But old is gold. It is
an insult to him.”

She remembered how “I
have worked under Vajpayee
and Advani,” when the former
was the Prime Minister of
India.

She however said that it
was her personal feeling and
that “they may not agree to it.”
Neither Advani nor Joshi were
given nominations by the BJP
and it is alleged that they were
not even taken into confidence
before distributing the tickets.

On whether the party
patriarch should quit the party
Banerjee said, it would not look
nice. “He is a leader respected
in the party and has been there
from the beginning.”
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Chennai: Six people, including
three of a family, died of
asphyxiation at Sriperumbudur
near here Tuesday while they
were cleaning a septic tank,
police said.

Krishnamurthy (53) and
his two sons Kannan (23) and
Karthik (21) were cleaning the
tank in their apartment when
the incident occurred, the
police said.

The other three victims -
Paramasivam and Suradha
were living in the same apart-
ment while Lakshmikanth was
a member of the public who
offered his help and also lost his
life, police told PTI.

The bodies have been
taken to the general hospital,
Sriperumbudur, for an autop-
sy, they said.

According to a senior Fire
and Rescue Services official
who was involved in the rescue
operation, Krishnamurthy and
his two sons were cleaning the
tank and shortly afterwards
there was no response from
them.

Then, Paramasivam,
Suradha and Lakshmikanth
went into the tank and they too
died after inhaling the poiso-
nous gas, the official said.

A case has been registered
and an investigation on.  PTI

Lucknow: Former Chief
Minister of the UP and
Samajwadi Party chief,
Akhilesh Yadav on Tuesday
said he hopes the Minimum
Income Plan by Congress party
won’t be like the ‘�15 lakh
promise’ to the poor by the BJP.

Speaking to the media at
the Samajwadi Party office in
Lucknow, the party president
expressed his doubts over
Congress’s scheme for the
poorest 20% people of India. 

However, Yadav also
banked on the opportunity to
boast about the pro-poor
schemes launched by his
Government.

Akhilesh said, “It was our
Samajwadi Party Government
which had for the first time
announced a package for the
poor people of Bundelkhand
wherein they were given grains,
milk, oil, etc.”

He added that the SP
Government used to give the
Lohia Awas worth �3.05 lakh to
the poor and the Samajwadi
pension to females of the fam-
ily.

“We always lead by exam-
ple,” Akhilesh said.

The SP party president
informed the media that their
team will assess the details of
the scheme and then decide the
party’s stand.

The Congress party chief
Rahul Gandhi in an election
sop on Monday announced
that �72,000 per year will be
given as minimum income to
poor families if his party is
voted to power in the Lok
Sabha polls. Asserting that it
will be the final assault on
poverty, he said the scheme
would benefit around 25 crore
people. AGENCIES
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Kolkata: West Bengal Chief
Minister and TMC supremo
Mamata Banerjee will visit
Andhra Pradesh on March 31
to campaign for the ruling
Telugu Desam Party in the
State as a mark of Opposition
unity.

Several other opposition
leaders will also be going to
Andhra Pradesh to campaign
for Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu and the TDP, sources
said.

"By the end of this month
she will visit Andhra Pradesh

for a day or two to campaign
for N Chandrababu Naidu. It is
part of of Opposition unity that
we all have worked for in the
last few months," said a senior
TMC leader.

Banerjee will be cam-
paigning for Naidu in some
constituencies of Andhra
Pradesh, he said.

Naidu and Banerjee share
a cordial relationship and the
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
had taken part in the January
19 mega Opposition rally orga-
nized by TMC at the Brigade
parade grounds. PTI

Kolkata: Senior West Bengal
BJP leader Sayantan Basu on
Tuesday courted controversy by
asking party cadres to shoot
those who would try to capture
booths during the coming Lok
Sabha polls.

"If you notice goons trying
to capture booths, shoot them.
Don't aim at their legs, shoot
them in the chest," Basu said
while addressing a rally at
Basirhat.

Basu, state BJP general sec-
retary, is the party candidate
from Basirhat Lok Sabha con-
stituency.

Referring to the violence
during last year's panchayat
polls in West Bengal, Basu
said the Trinamool Congress
should not think of rigging the
polls, as elections will be held
under the supervision of the
Election Commission with cen-
tral forces patrolling the streets.

Reacting to Basu's state-
ment, senior TMC leader and
minister Jyotipriyo Mullick
said the party would inform the
Election Commission and urge
it to take steps against him.

"The BJP is trying to viti-
ate the poll atmosphere by
making such provocative state-
ments. The EC should take
action against him," Mullick
said. PTI
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Targetting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over Rafale

scam, NCP chief Sharad Pawar
on Tuesday wondered as to how
could one expect Modi to pro-
tect the country when he could
not keep classified documents
in the Government “safe”.

Addressing an election
rally at Parbhani in
Marathwada region, Pawar
said: “Here’s a Prime Minister
who cannot keep the classified
information safe in his
Government. How can you
expect Modi to defend or pro-
tect the country?”.

Pawar was referring to the
submission about the theft of
classified documents relating to
the Rafale aircraft purchase
made by Attorney General KK
Venugopal before the Supreme

Court during the hearing on a
review petition in Rafale air-
craft purchase case. (It may be
recalled that three days after
making submission before the
Supreme Court about the theft
of Rafale papers, Venugopal
had reneged on his earlier
claim and said that the peti-
tioners had used “photocopies
of the original” papers, deemed
secret by the Government).

Pawar also charged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
purchased Rafale aircraft worth
�550 each at �1660 crore just to
help his industrialist friend
Anil Ambani. “We have three
government companies that
are involved in the aircraft
manufacture. Why did the
Modi government ensure that
Rafale-related contract was
given to the Anil Ambani-
owned company which has

absolutely no experience in
the manufacture of aircraft?,”
the NCP chief asked.   

Coming down heavily on
the Modi Government for
“politicising” Pulwama terror
attack and subsequent IAF air
strikes on terror camps in
Pakistan, Pawar said: “All polit-
ical parties supported the
Government over the stand
taken by it in the wake of
Pulwama terror attack.
Following international pres-
sure, Pakistan released Wing
Commander Abhinandan.
When India could seek and
obtain the release Wing
Commander Abhinandan, why
did 56-inch chest make a sim-
ilar attempt to seek the release
of Kulbhushan Jadhav?”     

Slamming the Modi gov-
ernment for its failure on var-
ious fronts, Pawar said that

after demonetisation, 15 lakh
people lost their jobs. “After the
demonetisation, only Modi
knows where has the black
money gone. We know that
more than 15 lakh people lost
their jobs. After the introduc-
tion of GST, lakhs of traders
suffered. ... The Modi govern-
ment promised adequate price
for agriculture produce.
Neither did the Government
give increased MSP to farmers
nor did it waive the farm loans”

Alluding severe drought
prevailing in the State, Pawar
said: “There is acute shortage
of water in drought-hit areas.
There are no fodder sheds for
cattle. The farmers have been
neglected totally. We will not
allow this government to
remain in power. Let’s throw
this BJP government out in the
Lok Sabha polls”.

�����������	��� ��**2�

At 83 years of age, National
Conference president and

former Member of Parliament,
Dr Farooq Abdullah, is 'appar-
ently' taking Election
Commission of India (ECI) for
a ride by repeatedly doing 'cut,
copy, paste job and getting away
easily too while hiding factual
details of movable/immovable
assets of his wife. 

On Monday, when Dr
Abdullah filed his nomination
papers ahead of contesting
S r i n a g a r - B u d g a m
Parliamentary seat, fourth time
in a row, he once again declared
in his affidavit, "since my spouse
is in London from April 1990,
I have no knowledge  about her
assets in London (U.K).
However, she has no property in
J&K (India)".

Dr Abdullah is contesting

from Srinagar Lok Sabha seat
since 2009. 

Since it is mandatory for
every contesting candidate to
declare details of movable and
immovable assets and cash in
hand against the name of spouse
and dependants at the time of
filing nomination papers Dr
Abdullah is also religiously fol-
lowing the practice.

In his latest affidavit, Dr
Abdullah declared, " he owns
movable assets to the tune of
�10.6 crore and total worth of
his immovable assets is �10.68
crore. According to the affidavit,
"charges in the case related to
criminal conspiracy for misap-
propriation of JKCA funds are
yet to be framed". 

But close scrutiny of affi-
davits submitted by him since
2008 clearly reveals he is
'apparently' misleading the
election commission of India
by giving a standard reply that
his wife  is away in London
from April 1990. I have no
knowledge about her assets in
London (U.K). 

Panaji: The Maharashtrawadi
Gomantak Party, support of
whose three MLAs is crucial for
the stability of BJP-led dispen-
sation in Goa, on Tuesday said
a "conspiracy" was being
hatched by "our rivals" that
might force it to move out and
align with the Congress to
form a new Government.

The party has three MLAs
in the 40-Member Goa
Assembly and its senior leader
and Marcaim legislator Sudin
Dhavalikar is the Deputy Chief
Minister in the Pramod Sawant
Government.

Speaking to PTI, MGP
president Dipak Dhavalikar
alleged one of his party's offi-
cer-bearers was "made to issue
a letter" to the Governor and
speaker declaring authority
over entire legislative affairs of
the outfit. 

Dhavalikar said the MGP
central committee would meet
on Wednesday to chalk out its
future course of action, which,
he claimed, can decide the fate
of the State Government.

"There is a larger conspir-
acy under which one of our
senior officer bearers, general
secretary Lavoo Mamlatdar,
was made to issue a letter to the
Governor and speaker, in
which he stated that he was tak-
ing over the entire authority on

legislative affairs of the party,"
Dhavalikar said.

He said his party was the
state's oldest regional outfit
but some sections were
opposed to its growth. 

Mamlatdar had last week
written a letter to the governor
and Assembly speaker stating
he was the sole authority in the
MGP to communicate party
decisions to them.

Following the letter, the
MGP had expelled Mamlatdar.

Talking about Wednesday's
party meeting to discuss this
issue, Dhavalikar said, "We
might take certain resolutions
in the central committee meet-
ing which can have bearing on
the stability of the Government
led by Pramod Sawant."

He alleged moves were
afoot by his rivals to wean away
MGP MLAs Manohar
Ajgaonkar and Dipak
Pawaskar, and in the process
isolate Deputy Chief Minister

Sudin Dhavalikar.
"Any attempt to disturb our

MLAs will be viewed seriously
and we won't mind pulling out
of the Government," he said.

On being queried about
whether the option of the
aligning with the opposition
Congress was open to the
MGP, Dhavalikar replied in the
affirmative. 

After the demise of
Manohar Parrikar, BJP's
Pramod Sawant took over as
Chief Minister. He heads a
coalition Government com-
prising the MGP, the Goa
Forward Party (GFP) and three
Independent MLAs

Sawant faced vote of con-
fidence during which his gov-
ernment garnered the support
of 20 MLAs: 11 from the BJP,
three each from MGP and
GFP, three independents.
Fifteen MLAs — 14 from con-
gress and one from NCP —
voted against his Government.

The support of three MGP
MLAs is crucial as without
them the strength of the coali-
tion government will reduce to
17 in the house. The magic fig-
ure in the 40-member assem-
bly, the strength of which has
been reduced to 36 following
resignations of two MLAs and
demise of two including
Parrikar, is 18 as of now. PTI
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Purnea (Bihar): A candidate
who appeared to file nomina-
tions for Purnea Lok Sabha seat
on Tuesday ended up behind
bars as he was found to be
drunk, in violation of the ban on
sale and consumption of alco-
hol in Bihar.

Election Observer M
Shailendran said Independent
candidate Rajiv Kumar Singh, a
resident of Bhagalpur district,
stank of liquor when he reached
the collectorate in this north
Bihar district for submitting his
papers.

He was made to undergo
breath analyzer tests which con-
firmed that he had consumed

alcohol and, subsequently, sent
to jail after being booked for
violating the prohibition law,
Shailendran said.

In April, 2016 the Nitish
Kumar government in Bihar
had imposed complete ban on
sale and consumption of alco-
hol, a move which has met with
both adulation as well as disap-
proval from different quarters.

Altogether 17 people have
filed their nominations for
Purnea Lok Sabha seat where
votes will be cast in the second
phase of elections on April 18.

Out of them, 11 had sub-
mitted their papers on the last
date on Tuesday. PTI
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Veteran Congress leader and
former Union Home

Minister Sushil Kumar Shinde
on Tuesday created a stir in the
Maharashtra political circles, by
claiming that the BJP had tried
to “poach” him and his MLA-
daughter Praniti Shinde recent-
ly.

Interacting with a televi-
sion channel, Shinde — who
has been re-nominated by the
Congress to contest the Lok
Sabha polls from his home con-
stituency of Solapur in western

Maharashtra — said that a
senior BJP leader of his stature
had “approached” his daughter
Praniti first and later him with
an “offer” to join the principal
ruling party in the State and at
the Centre.    

“The BJP leader concerned
approached my daughter
Praniti first with an offer to join
his party. The same leader,
who is of my seniority and
stature, made a similar offer to
me subsequently to join the
BJP. But, both of us bluntly
refused,” Shinde said.  

A day after he filed nom-

ination to contest the 
Lok Sabha polls on a Congress
ticket, Shinde said: “There 
is absolutely no question of 
our leaving the Congress. 
We will not be swayed by this
kind of allurements of the BJP.
We are both committed
Congress workers and will
continue to remain so till our
last breath".

Seventy-seven-year-old
Shinde, however, refused to
identify the BJP leader who had
“approached” him and legisla-
tor-daughter Praniti to join
the BJP. 
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Mathura: Fighting for the
Mathura Lok Sabha seat on a
BJP ticket, the sitting MP and
film actor Hema Malini is a bil-
lonaire with the value of her
assets having increased by a
whopping �34.46 crore in the
last five years, discloses an
affidavit filed by her with the
poll panel.

The affidavit shows Hema
Malini presently owns total
wealth including bungalows,
jewelleries, cash, jewelleries,
shares and term deposits worth
over �101 crore, while five
years ago before the 2014 gen-
eral elections, her total assets
had been valued at nearly �66
crore.

The value of her actor-hus-
band Dharmendra Singh
Deol's assets grew to �12.30
crore during the corresponding
period, according to Hema
Malini's affidavit, detailing her
assets and liabilities along with
those of her spouse. 

The affidavit was submit-
ted by her to the Election
Commission of India while

filing her nomination as Lok
Sabha candidate from the
Mathura parliamentary con-
stituency.

The affidavit, accompa-
nied by her income tax returns
for the last five years, reveals
that the couple earned �10
crore each during the last five
years.

In her IT returns, Hema
Malini has shown an income of
�15.93 lakh in 2013-14 against
that of over �1.19 crore in
2017-18.

The affidavit shows her
income to be �3.12 crore in
2014-15, �1.19 crore in 2015-
16 and �4.30 crore in 2016-17.

Thus, as per the affidavit,
the yesteryears' 'Dream Girl'
earned over �9.87 crore, and
her 'he-man' husband nearly
�9.73 crore in last five years.

The affidavit disclosed that
Hema Malini has two cars,
including a Mercedes bought
for �33.62 lakh in 2011. The
other car is a Toyota that, she
said, she bought for �4.75 lakh
in 2005. PTI
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Corrigendum
e-TENDER FOR 'Creation of Bio-safety Level-

ll & Bio-safety Level-Ill Laboratory For Avian
Influenza and Other Zoonotic pathogens at
Disease investigation Section, Aundh, Pune-67
on Turnkey Basis'. UNDER RASHTRIYA KRISHI
VIKAS YOJANA For Commissioner of Animal
Husbandry, Maharashtra State, Pune-67 was
invited on 01.03.2019. The corrigendum for the
above tender with context to the pre bid meeting
held on 12.03.2019 at Commissionerate of Animal
Husbandry Pune is
uploaded on the site https://mahatenders.gov.in.
The date of submission of tender is extended up to
25th April, 2019.

Right to accept or reject any or all tenders
without assigning any reason, vests with the
undersigned.

Sd/-
Professor,

PAM, Civil Engineering Dept,
College of Engineering, Shivajinagar, Pune-5

Date:- 25/03/2019
DGIPR 2018/2019/7691

Government of Maharashtra
Department of Animal Husbandry
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Jet Airways’ domestic pilots body, the National
Aviators Guild (NAG), on Tuesday sought a meet-

ing with State Bank chairman Rajnish Kumar over
pending salaries, a day after the lenders took over the
carrier founded by Naresh Goyal a quarter of a cen-
tury ago.

The guild had last week announced that its over
1,100 -odd members would stop flying from April 1
of their salaries dues were not cleared and a clarity on
the revival roadmap was not provided by March 31.

After lots of dilly-dallying, founder chairman
Naresh Goyal and his board-member wife Anita, had
Monday decided to step down and also pare their stake
to 25.5 percent from 50.1 percent. The changes also
saw its foreign partner Etihad halving its stake to 12
percent and ceding a board position.

Under the new deal, banks, mostly led by state-
run lenders, have would infuse �1,500 crore of emer-
gency liquidity to the airline and convert total debt of
over 9,700 crore (including the fresh capital infusion)
into equity worth 50.1 percent at a price of �1.

With this, the public float in the airline has also
come down 12.5 percent from 25 percent earlier.

“We humbly request to you to alleviate some of
the hardships that we and engineers have been facing,
by ensuring that the new Jet management does not fur-
ther delay our pending salaries dues at the earliest,”
NAG general secretary Tej Sood said in an e-mail to
Kumar.

Thanking SBI for putting Jet on the road to recov-
ery, Sood said, “we’d also be grateful if you could spare
us some time and meet us to give us an idea of the
recovery roadmap,” as this would help us rebuild our
confidence and reassure us that the uncertainty is
behind us.

The guild represents about 1,100 of the around
1,600 pilots of the airline, and many of them have
reportedly got offers from rival Indigo and Spicejet.

The guild members have come together and stood
behind the airline when it was passing through its worst
period, he claimed adding, “despite the severe finan-
cial difficulties and uncertainties over our future that
we have been facing over the past few months, we have
not wavered.”

Sood also assured the new management of its con-
tinued support in reviving the once top airline.
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Shares of Jet Airways continued to rise
for the second day on Tuesday and

closed 6.5 per cent higher on the bourses
following the exit of Chairman Naresh
Goyal and his wife Anita Goyal from its
board.

The stock closed at �271, up 6.48 per
cent on the BSE. During the day, it
zoomed 9.62 per cent to �279.

At the NSE, shares jumped 5.37 per
cent to close at �267.75.

On the traded volume front, 54.11 lakh
shares were traded on the BSE and over 6
crore shares on the NSE during the day.

Shares of Jet Airways had zoomed 15.5
per cent on Monday.

Naresh Goyal and his wife will resign
from the board of the airline, according to
a regulatory filing Monday.

The decision was taken at the airline’s
board meeting held in Mumbai Monday.

In the filing to the stock exchanges, Jet
Airways on Monday said Naresh Goyal,
Anita Goyal and one nominee of Etihad
Airways PJSC would step down from the
board.

Abu Dhabi-based Etihad is a strategic
partner with 24 per cent stake in Jet
Airways.

Naresh Goyal would also cease to be
the chairman, the filing had said.

Further, an immediate funding of up
to �1,500 crore would be provided to the
cash-strapped airline by “way of issue of
appropriate debt instrument”, the filing
added.
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Former RBI Governor
Raghuram Rajan on

Tuesday expressed doubts
over Indian economy growing
at 7 per cent when not enough
jobs were being created and
said the current cloud over the
GDP numbers must be cleared
by appointing an impartial
body to look at the data.

Rajan, who has also
served as Chief Economist at
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF), said he had no
idea what statistics are point-
ing at  currently and “a
revamp” was needed “to real-
ly figure out what India’s true
growth rate is”.

“I know one minister (in
the Narendra Modi
Government) has said (that)
how can we be growing at 7
per cent and not have jobs.
Well, one possibility is that we
are not growing at 7 per cent,”
he told CNBC TV18.

He did not name the
Minister.

Finance Minister Arun
Jait ley has been stoutly
defending the growth data
saying an economy cannot
be growing at 7-8 per cent
without creating jobs. He has
also stated that no major
social agitation indicates it
hasn’t been jobless growth.

Rajan, who was Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) Governor
between September 2013 and
September 2016, said a
stronger broad-based growth
is needed that creates more
jobs.

On doubts being raised by
some over economic data after

revision in growth rate, he said
a clean up act is needed and
an impartial body appointed
to look at the numbers.

“I just think that we need
now to essentially clean up, find
out what in fact is the source of
confusion with the new GDP
numbers, with the revisions etc.
I would say setting up an
impartial body to look at it is
an important step to resorting
confidence,” he said.

The impartial body may
throwback the same numbers
but “we absolutely need bet-
ter confidence in our GDP
numbers now given the back
and forth we have had”.

In November 2018, the
Central Statistics Office (CSO)
lowered the GDP growth for
previous Congress-led UPA by
recalibrating national
accounts. After this, the four
years of the current
Government showed higher
average growth than that
achieved during the UPA.

Last month, the
Government revised the eco-
nomic growth rate upwards to
7.2 per cent for 2017-18 from
6.7 per cent estimated earlier.

Questions have been
raised about the Government
not making public the NSSO
labour survey that reportedly
put unemployment rate in
2017 at a 45-year high.

Earlier this month, a
group of 108 economists and
social scientists said that late-
ly, the Indian statistics and the
institutions associated with it
have however come under a
cloud for being influenced
and indeed even controlled by
political considerations.
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MoMAGIC Technologies
on Tuesday released a

report — Disrupting Mobile
Ad Tech in India: delivering
user experience, in which near-
ly 84% respondents stated a
jump in their budgets for
Mobile Ad spends within the
spectrum of digital marketing.

“Mobile advertising in
India is all set to take a quan-
tum jump in the next two
years with more and more
Indians, moving to consuming
content especially videos on
their mobile phones. With
mobile data prices in India
being the lowest in the world,
advertisers and marketers have
changed their strategy to get
quantifiable results with deep
user insight,” Arun Gupta,
CEO and Founder MoMAGIC
Technologies said.

������-��
�
��$�����������	������������9<<�2�	�� �����/2 0@�$�����"�2�	�� ����
��������	
���"����&� �/&
��������� ����0@�$��������"��������������������,�
��
���	��"�������������	���������&
	������"���������������"���������9<<�2 �������	�����
�C<�=<<�/�D+��
"�

�#����0�����"������������������	�
�������������-��

���������������%����

����� ��/� �0'1

The Centre has refused to
share details related to the

appointment of RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das citing a clause
in the transparency law which
bars disclosure of information,
including “records of delibera-
tions of the council of ministers,
secretaries and other officers”.

Replying to an RTI query,
it declined to share the details,
including names of short-list-
ed candidates and file notings
related to the appointment. 

Das was on December 11,
2018 named as the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) Governor
by the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for three years.  

The appointment came
after Urjit Patel abruptly
resigned amid a face-off with
the Government over issues
related to governance and
autonomy of the central bank.

The RTI application was
filed by this correspondent with
the Department of Financial
Services (DFS) seeking details
like copy of any advertisement
or vacancy circular issued by the
Government on appointment of
RBI Governor, names of all
applicants who had applied for
the post and those short-listed
for the top post.

The DFS was also asked to
provide details on composition
of search committee to short-
list candidates and copy of
minutes of meetings held on
deciding the RBI Governor.
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The rupee appreciated by 10
paise to end at 68.86 against

the US dollar on Tuesday fol-
lowing a robust response to
RBI’s maiden rupee-dollar
swap auction.

Sustained foreign fund
inflows and heavy buying in
domestic equities also propped
up the local unit, forex traders
said. 

Under the rupee-dollar
swap auction conducted
Tuesday, the Reserve Bank
received bids for $16.31 billion,
against the notified amount of
$5 billion.

At the Interbank Foreign
Exchange (forex) market, the
rupee opened strong at 68.88
against the greenback but sur-
rendered the gains to slip to a
low of 68.98.

However, it clawed back

lost ground and finally ended
at 68.86, up 10 paise against its
previous close of 68.96 per
dollar.

“The success of India’s
USD 5 billion swap auction will
decide whether it will become
a popular instrument in the
central bank’s liquidity tool
box,” said V K Sharma, Head
PCG and Capital Markets
Strategy, HDFC Securities.

“The rupee appreciated
further as foreign institution-
al flows continue to find their
way into Indian markets,” said
Sunil Sharma, Chief
Investment Officer, Sanctum
Wealth Management.

Foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) pumped in Rs
150.40 crore on a net basis
Monday, provisional data
showed.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength

against a basket of six curren-
cies, fell 0.07 per cent to 96.50.

Meanwhile, global crude
prices were trading higher and
this restricted the rupee’s
upmove.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, was trad-
ing 0.88 per cent up at $67.80
per barrel.

Meanwhile, benchmark
Sensex rebounded about 425
points, or 1.12 per cent, to end
at 38,233.41 Tuesday. The
broader NSE Nifty climbed
129 points, or 1.14 per cent, to
11,483.25.

The Financial Benchmark
India Private Ltd (FBIL) set the
reference rate for the
rupee/dollar at 68.8469 and for
rupee/euro at 77.8663. The
reference rate for rupee/British
pound was fixed at 90.7737 and
for rupee/100 Japanese yen at
62.55.
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New Delhi: The Finance
Ministry has sought the
Election Commission’s

approval for announcing the
Government’s borrowing pro-
gramme for the first half of the

next fiscal year beginning April
1, an official said.

The Government in the
Budget had proposed to bor-
row a gross amount of �7.10
lakh crore from the market
during 2019-20, higher than
�5.71 lakh crore in the current
fiscal.

Finance Ministry officials
and representatives of the
RBI Tuesday finalised the
borrowing calendar for the
April-September period of
next fiscal, but did not make
any announcement as the
model code of conduct for the
ensuing general elections is in
place.

“We have sought Election
Commission’s approval and
will announce the borrowing
schedule after receiving its
nod,” the official said. 

The Government bor-
rows money from the market
to meet its fiscal deficit,
which is  the dif ference
between total expenditure
and total receipts. PTI
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TV viewers may be able to
switch their DTH or cable

service providers without
changing the set top box (STB)
by the end of this year, accord-
ing to regulator Trai’s
Chairman R S Sharma.

“Since last two years we
have been trying to make STBs
interoperable. Large part of
problem has been resolved.
There are some business chal-
lenges (which) remain... We are
looking at this to happen by
end of this year,” Sharma told
reporters at an event here
Tuesday. 

He added that interoper-
ability in a product should not
come as an “after thought” but
should be in place at the prod-
uct planning stage itself. 

“Open systems are going to
be the future. Entire back-end
of Aadhaar has been developed

on open source software except
biometric de-duplication sys-
tem,” Sharma said. 

The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) chair-
man released a study on open
ecosystem for devices in India,
prepared by the Indian Cellular
and Electronics Association
(ICEA) and consultant firm
KPMG, which showed that 89
per cent of mobile phones in
the country work on open
source operating systems. 

Sharma cited interoper-
ability as one of the key factors
behind the success of the
Indian mobile phone industry
where no subscriber is
required to buy a new phone
if he wants to change his ser-
vice provider.

The report found that
Open OS mobile operating
systems have expanded the
smartphone market in India by
reducing barriers to entry. 

�=������	
��"�
����������
���
������
�	������	�����	

����������������
���������$



�����::�����������	�� 	�! ��"��#$�%&'�%()*

�#� � *1�*1

Roger Federer admits he
faces a real battle to land the

101st title of his career with the
in-form Daniel Medvedev next
up after Serbian Filip Krajinovic
was dispatched 7-5, 6-3 on
Monday at the ATP and WTA
Miami Open.

The Swiss superstar pro-
duced an excellent all-round
performance despite being test-
ed by the world number 103
who belied his lowly ranking by
producing some excellent ten-
nis during an exciting first set.

Federer, however, stylishly
weathered the storm to seal the
win — the 52nd of his career in
Miami — and set up an intrigu-
ing last eight match with the
highly-rated Medvedev.

The Russian, who is at a
career high ranking of 15, saw
off American Reilly Opelka 7-
6 (7/5), 6-7 (5/7), 7-6 (7/0), and
has won four ATP hard-court
titles, including three since last
August.

Federer beat him twice
last year but is already a fan.

"He's clever how he plays
the court because he can play
it up and down, and he's
unusual when he plays from
back," said the Swiss, who hit
14 aces and won an impressive
74% of points on his first
serve.

"It's a bit of a different
approach.Thankfully I played
him last year twice in Basel and
Shanghai and I'm very
impressed about his progress.
I must say the last year has
been unbelievable for him."

Krajinovic struggled with
injury last year as problems

with his ankle, left foot and
hand restricted him to just
seven tournaments in the first
seven months of 2018.
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Elsewhere, number 24

seed Grigor Dimitrov was
beaten by world number 77

Jordan Thompson in straight
sets ensuring the Australian
will meet 2018 Wimbledon
finalist Kevin Anderson who
beat Portugal's Joao Sousa 6-
4, 7-6 (8/6).

Simona Halep, meanwhile,
got the better of Venus
Williams once again as the

Romanian made light work of
the 38-year-old American to
book a place in the quarter-
finals with a 6-3, 6-3 win.

"I was pretty strong with
my serve and knew where to
bother her," said the reigning
French Open champion who
will meet China's Wang Qiang
in the last eight.

"When I saw I can win
easy games with my serve, it
gave me great confidence,"
she added.

Bianca Andreescu, the 18-
year-old Canadian sensation
who won the title in Indian
Wells, was forced to withdraw
in the second set of her fourth
round match with Anett
Kontaveit.

Andreescu was 1-6, 0-2
down before a shoulder injury
ruined her chances of anoth-
er run to the finals.

The Estonian will meet
Taiwan's Hsieh Su-Wei who
continued her excellent form
with a 6-3, 6-7 (0/7), 6-2 win
over Caroline Wozniacki.

Petra Kvitova, the world
number 3, booked her place in
the last eight, beating Caroline
Garcia 6-3, 6-3 in a match
which was held up for one
hour and 40 minutes because
of rain in South Florida.
Kvitova plays Australian
Ashleigh Barty for a place in
the semi-finals.
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Raheem Sterling believes UEFA
should punish alleged racist
chanting aimed at England play-

ers in Monday's 5-1 win over
Montenegro in Podgorica with a stadi-
um closure.

Manchester City's Sterling celebrat-
ed the visitors' fifth goal by cupping his
ears towards the home fans on a night
when another impressive performance
to start Euro 2020 qualifying by the
Three Lions was overshadowed.

"I just want to show them you need
more than that to upset us and stop us,"
Sterling told Sky Sports.

"It's 2019 now, I keep saying it. It's
a shame to see this going on and we can
only bring awareness to the situation.

"It's now time for the people in
charge to put a real stamp on it because
you can fine someone, but what is that
going to do?

"You've got to make it a bit harder,
punish fans that can't come to games.

Do something that's going to make
them think twice. If their team can't play
with fans, it's going to be difficult." 

Sterling also tweeted a photo of his
celebration with the message:
"Best way to silence the haters
(and yeah I mean racists)." 

England manager
Gareth Southgate said he
heard racist chants aimed
at Danny Rose and
promised to report the issue
to UEFA.

"There is no doubt in
my mind it happened.
We will make sure that is
reported to UEFA because
it's not acceptable," said Southgate.
"We've got to make sure we support our
players."
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On the field, the World Cup semi-

finalists showed why they are among
the favourites to be European champi-
ons next year.

Southgate's trust in youth was
again rewarded as 18-year-old Callum
Hudson-Odoi, who is yet to start a
Premier League game for Chelsea,

shone on his full international
debut, while Declan Rice, 20,
was also handed his first
England start.

"Fabulous performance,"
said Southgate on Hudson-
Odoi. "With young players it
is always up to them. You can

see the talent, his applica-
tion has been excellent.
He's got to continue that."

England are not used
to falling behind these days,

but showed a resilience to bounce back
after Marko Vesovic turned inside
Michael Keane and curled past Jordan
Pickford on 17 minutes.

Keane made amends for his earli-
er error with a commanding header
from Ross Barkley's free-kick on the
half hour mark to settle England's
nerves.

Nine minutes later, Barkley applied
the finishing touch after Hudson-
Odoi's positive run into the box and
shot which his club teammate turned
in from close range.

Further goals from Barkley, Harry
Kane and Sterling rounded off an
excellent start to qualifying for England
after a 5-0 thrashing of Czech Republic
on Friday.

Sterling scored a hat-trick against
the Czechs at Wembley, but also played
provider here as his cut-back broke per-
fectly for Barkley to coolly side-foot
home.

The Manchester City winger then
led a rapid counter-attack with only
Kane for company and squared for the
England captain to tap home his 22nd
international goal.

And after scoring just twice in his
first 45 caps, Sterling now has six goals
in his last four England games as he
raced onto Jordan Henderson's through
ball before slotting low past the goal-
keeper. 
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Captain Cristiano
Ronaldo left the field

with a thigh injury as
Portugal drew 1-1 against
Serbia in an Euro 2020
qualifier on Monday.

Ronaldo was replaced
after 30 minutes in Lisbon
as Fernando Santos' reign-
ing European champions
drew for a second time in
their opening two games
of the campaign after they
were held by Ukraine on
Friday.

There was no word
whether the five-time
Ballon d'Or winner would
be fit for to play for his
club Juventus in the first
leg of their Champions
League quarter-final at
Ajax on April 10.

William Carvalho
wasted the best of the
early chances at Benfica's
two-thirds empty Estadio
da Luz.

Serbia failed to clear
the ball in the box before
it fell to the unmarked
Real Betis midfielder
who's side-footed shot
glanced past the post after
five minutes.

Ajax playmaker Tadic
opened the scoring from
the penalty spot two min-
utes later. Wolves goal-
keeper Rui Patricio collid-
ed with an advancing
Mijat Gacinovic in the
box and Tadic tucked the
spot kick away with ease

to take a shock lead over
the Euro 2016 winners.

Ronaldo was denied
an equaliser two minutes
later as his effort was very
well saved Marko
Dmitrovic.

The 156-time interna-
tional left the field on the
half hour mark after he
pulled up chasing a ball on
the left wing.

He received quick
treatment from members
of the medical team before
returning to action but
was replaced by Pizzi min-
utes later as Pepe took
over the skipper's arm-
band.

The visitors were level
with three minutes of the
first half to play. Porto's
Danilo Pereira hammered
his shot from outside the
box into the top corner
past a helpless Dmitrovic.

Carvalho should have
put his side into the lead
25 minutes into the sec-
ond half. Guerreiro
chipped a cross to the
back post, Bernardo Silva
then played it into the
middle of the box but
Carvalho couldn't make a
solid enough contact with
the ball to challenge
Dmitrovic.

Fernando Santos' out-
fit were denied a second
penalty on 73 minutes
after the linesman over-
ruled referee Szymon
Marciniak's original deci-
sion for off-side.
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Kylian Mbappe scored one
and set up two more as

France routed Iceland 4-0 at the
Stade de France on Monday
night to move to the top of
Group H in Euro 2020 qualify-
ing.

The result gives France six
points from their first two
matches and puts them ahead
Turkey, who also won 4-0 on
Monday, on goal difference.

"It was our objective to take
six points but the manner was
good as well," France manager
Didier Deschamps told the
post-match press conference.

Deschamps praised his
team's "offensive efficiency"
against a "dense" Icelandic
defence.

"When the opponent plays
very defensively it can be very
difficult to find a way through
so that was a good sign," said
Deschamps, although he
acknowledged that Icelandic
fatigue near the end played a
role.

He added that he was
pleased that all three strikers —
Mbappe, Antoine Griezmann
and Oivier Giroud — scored.

"They are the champions of
the world and you saw that
today," acknowledged Iceland

manager Erik Hamren.
"Five shots on goal and they

scored four. That's top class"
From the start Mbappe's

movement mesmerised the
Icelanders, though his contribu-
tion to the opening goal after 11
minutes was straightforward.

The visitors cleared a cor-
ner only as far as Benjamin
Pavard. The right back switched
the ball to Mbappe, alone on
the left. The young star had
time to aim his cross which
Samuel Umititi met at the near
post with a header that glanced
off the inside of the far post and
into the goal.

Four minutes later, Giroud
almost headed another, from a
cross by Pavard, but Hannes
Halldorsson leapt and stretched
to palm the ball over.

For the next 45 minutes,
France, who have never lost to
Iceland, gave the impression
that they had slipped down a
couple of gears and were con-
tent to take the long-range
shooting opportunities the
packed Iceland defence was
allowing.

Iceland meanwhile worked
courageously and managed to
force the occasional small
threat.

After 68 minutes, Iceland
were again punished for failing

to put distance on a clearance.
France moved the ball to

Pavard who swerved a cross in
from the right that lured
Halldorsson into a desperate
dive for a ball he could not
reach.

Giroud kneed the ball into
the empty net for his 35th
France goal. That moved him
into third on the all-time list of
France scorers, breaking a tie
with David Trezeguet. The
Chelsea striker trails only
Michel Platini, on 41, and
Thierry Henry, the all-time
leader on 51.

Mbappe added a third after
78 minutes. Griezmann slipped
a pass between two defenders
to the advancing Mbappe who
shrugged off a timid challenge
and slid the ball past
Halldorson.

Six minutes later, Mbappe
returned the assist with a neat
backheel that sent Griezmann
scampering through the frozen
Icelandic backline to poke the
ball into the corner of the goal.

"We've started well with
two nice team performances"
Paul Pogba told French broad-
cster M6.

"We knew what we were up
against. They are a team that
doesn't let in a lot of goals  but
today we did our job."
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India struck four times after a
goal-less first quarter to tame

hosts Malaysia 4-2, climbing to
the second spot in the Sultan
Azlan Shah Cup hockey tourna-
ment, here Tuesday.

Sumit Kumar (17th min),
Sumit Kumar junior (27th min),
drag flicker Varun Kumar and
Mandeep Singh (58th min)
found the net for India.

Razie Rahim (27th min)
and Firhan Ashari (57th min)
scored for the hosts.

With two wins and a draw,
India moved up to the second
position in the table with seven
points behind Korea (7).

India had beaten Japan 2-0
in the first match before playing

a 1-1 draw against Korea.
Five minutes into the game,

Malaysia won their first penal-
ty corner but Krishan B Pathak,
guarding India's post brilliant-
ly saved it.

Varun Kumar's pass into the

top of the circle saw Hardik
Singh work in tandem with
Mandeep Singh to set up a shot
on goal.

It was eventually Sumit who
got the right deflection helping
India take an important 1-0 lead

in the 17th minute. Later,
Mandeep helped India win their
first PC but after several re-takes
India could not extend their
lead.

Soon Malaysia won their
second PC of the match and
Razie Rahim did not disappoint
the home crowd as he struck low
to give Malaysia an equaliser in
the 21st minute.

The third quarter was
intense with both teams rallying
on counter attacks but India
remained determined. They
challenged the Malaysian
defence with solid circle entries.
Mandeep Singh worked his
magic yet again winning India
another important PC. 

Taken by dragflicker Varun
Kumar, he scored on a re-take

with a powerful flick, keeping
the ball low to the left. The 3-1
lead put pressure on the hosts.

The fourth quarter, though
saw Malaysia score a field goal
through Firhan Ashari in the
57th minute who did well to beat
Sreejesh at post after he had
made two great saves earlier in
the quarter.

In the 58th minute, a bril-
liant circle entry and assist by
Sumit Kumar Jr to Mandeep
Singh helped him score India's
fourth goal ending the match on
4-2.

India's defence did not
make any last-minute minute to
take home three points. Birendra
Lakra was named the man-of-
the-match for his efforts in
helping India defend their lead.
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Shikhar Dhawan scored a
painstaking half-century in
Delhi Capitals' sub-par 147

for 6 against Chennai Super Kings
on a lifeless Kotla track in an IPL
encounter here on Tuesday.

The senior opener once again
played the role of sheet anchor in
his 51 off 47 balls that had seven
boundaries but unfortunately
failed to accelerate during the
final overs. This left the home
team at least 30 runs short of a
fighting score.

From a comfortable 120 for 2

with the dangerous Rishabh Pant
at the crease, CSK seized the
momentum, effecting a middle-
order collapse. Capitals lost four
wickets for seven runs in just 1.5
overs. From 118 for 2 after 15
overs, the last five overs yielded
only 29 runs.

With the ball stopping and
coming, Capitals batsmen found
Dwayne Bravo's (3/33 in 4 overs)
variations difficult to handle.
Ravindra Jadeja (1/23 in 4 overs)
also made life difficult for the
Capitals in the middle overs and
Harbhajan Singh (0/30 in 4 overs)
also bowled as many as 10 dot

balls.
Dhawan, however, contin-

ued to hold one end up and hit
the occasional boundary in
between, even as stroke making
became increasingly difficult.

Pant (25 off 12 balls), during
his 41-run stand with Dhawan,
tried to negate the pitch factor
but did not last till the death
overs.

He did reach out to a short
ball from Harbhajan, dispatching
it over long off for a six. In the
next over, his short arm pull off
Dwayne Bravo was taken by
Shardul Thakur at deep square

leg boundary.
With Colin Ingram (2) and

Keemo Paul (0) also being dis-
missed cheaply, followed by
Dhawan, the expectations of a
175-plus total withered away.

During the start of the sec-
ond innings Chennai were at 51
for the loss of one wicket. 

Ambati Rayadu was bowled
out for just five runs.

Shane Watson was batting at
28 runs in 19 balls which includ-
ed four 4s and one 6s. While
Suresh Raina was batting at 14
runs in six balls  which included
three 4s.
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Skipper R Ashwin is in the eye of a
storm after 'Mankading'    a rival

player but a winning start will keep
Kings XI Punjab upbeat when they face
home favourites Kolkata Knight Riders
in an IPL fixture here on Wednesday.

It was Ashwin's mankading of Jos
Buttler that had triggered a dramatic
collapse with Kings XI Punjab restrict-
ing Rajasthan Royals to 170 for nine to
notch up a 14-run win.

Buttler was looking in imperious
touch with 69 from 43 balls and
Rajasthan well on course to overhaul
the target of 185 but following the dis-
missal they went on to lose eight wick-
ets for 62 runs to hand Kings XI Punjab
their maiden win in Jaipur.

Though the dismissal was within
the rules of the game, it sparked a huge
furore with spin legend and Rajasthan
Royals brand ambassador Shane Warne
labelling it as "disgraceful" and against
the spirt of the game.

With a debate raging over the
runout, it remains to be seen how
Ashwin and Co. Start afresh in what
will be their first away match of the sea-
son.

Kings XI's biggest star Chris Gayle
scored a 47-ball 79 and his Jamaican
rivalry with fellow mate Andre Russell,
who also looked in blistering touch for
KKR, will be one of the sub plots of the
clash here.

The Universe Boss, who will retire
from ODIs after the 2019 World Cup,
has been in sensational form, smash-
ing 39 sixes in the five-match ODI
series against England and set the
record for most sixes by a batsman in

international cricket.
A typical slow starter, Gayle was 14

off 18 balls but the opener hit top gear
in the 12th over hammering Jaydev
Unadkat for four successive boundaries.

A former KKR player, Gayle knows
Eden Gardens like the back of his hand
as he would look to continue his
assault on the spin-oriented KKR
attack.

Russell will be KKR's answer to
Gayle as the KKR star also fashioned
a sensational win, smashing an unbeat-
en 49 from 19 balls in their opening fix-
ture against Sunrisers Hyderabad here
two days ago.

The win saw their star spinner and
explosive opener, Sunil Narine, hurt his
finger and KKR would hope he is fit in
time.

KKR will embark on a crucial four-
match away sojourn after this and they
would look to keep their momentum
intact before they return home to face
Delhi Capitals on April 12.
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Rajasthan Royals opener Jos Buttler
on Monday became the first victim

of 'Mankading' in the history of the
Indian Premier League when a desper-
ate Kings XI Punjab skipper
Ravichandran Ashwin dismissed the
batsman in the controversial manner
during their IPL match.

With Buttler going strong at 69 off
43 balls while chasing 185 runs, Ashwin
mankaded the Rajasthan Royals open-
er without giving him any warning.

As per the laws of the game, the
third umpire declared Buttler out but
such a dismissal had always raised eye-
brows as it is considered against the
spirit of the game.

As expected Buttler seemed furi-
ous and had a heated exchange with
Ashwin before leaving the field.

The dismissal is sure to create a big
controversy going into the 12th edition
of the IPL.

Rajasthan were 108 for one in 12.4
overs at that stage.

Among Indians, it was Kapil Dev
who had mankaded Peter Kirsten of
South Africa during the 1992-93 series
and in Indian domestic cricket
Railways' spinner Murali Karthik had
mankaded Sandipan Das of Bengal
during a Ranji Trophy match. 
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Unapologetic about
'Mankading' Jos Buttler in an

IPL match here, senior Indian off-
spinner Ravichandran Ashwin
said his decision was "instinctive"
and cricket laws should be recon-
sidered if what he did was against
the 'spirit of the game'.

Kings Xi Punjab captain
Ashwin, in a match against
Rajasthan Royals on Monday,
'Mankaded' rival batsman Jos
Buttler, triggering a debate on
'spirit of the game'.

In a first in 12 editions of the
IPL, Ashwin ran out a rampaging
Buttler, who was at the non-
strikers' end, on his delivery stride

in the 13th over, an action popu-
larly known as 'Mankading'. TV
replays showed that Ashwin had
waited for Buttler to move out of
the crease before removing the
bails.

"Look it was very instinctive.
It wasn't planned or anything
like that. It's there within the rules
of the game. I don't know from
where the understanding of the
Spirit of the Game comes,"
Ashwin said at the post-match
press conference.

The mode of dismissal is per-
missible as per ICC Rule 41.16 of
playing conditions, according to
which there is no need to warn the
batsman as was the case in earli-
er times.

"Naturally if it's there in the
rules, it's there. Probably, we need
to go back to the rules," India's
premier Test spinner said.

When probed further on
whether it affects the 'spirit of the
game', the irritation was palpable
on his face.

"I don't understand the point
because it's rules. What applies for
one man doesn't apply for every-
one else?" he asked.

There has been a debate
whether Ashwin deliberately
delayed while loading up on his
delivery stride having apprehend-
ed that Buttler backs up too far.

"I didn't even load and he left
the crease. It's always been my
take on the crease, because it's my

half of the crease," he said.
The Kings XI skipper lauded

his bowlers for bringing the team
back into the contest.

"We all know that after six
overs it is going to slow down.
Credit to bowlers on how they
bowled. I have been working on
a lot of variations, pretty happy
that it came out," he said.

"Sam (Curran) had a bad day
with the ball, but he came back
well. Everybody ticked their
boxes. We do have a few options
amongst us, but if we can have
good five overs, there is nothing
like it."

Man-of-the-match Chris
Gayle, who hit 79 off 47 balls, was
happy with his form.
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Impressed with his composure and
control Over his swing, former India

batsman Yuvraj Singh said J&K young
fast bowler Rasikh Salam is going to
emerge as a special player in the next
two to three years.

"Rasikh swung the ball in the
nets, that is why the boys wanted to
play him. He got hit for a six and four
in the last two balls. Other than that,
he bowled well," Yuvraj, who scored a
half-century on his debut match for the
Mumbai Indians against Delhi Capitals,
said.

"I think he did fantastic for his first
match in terms of handling the pres-
sure. Pretty much like an internation-
al game. I feel he is going to be special
in the next 2-3 years," he said in an
interview with MITV.

Salam started off with a no-ball
against Delhi Captains but responded
with a brave bouncer on the free-hit
that was pulled towards deep midwick-
et straight into the palms of a fielder.

On another day, he would have had a
wicket on his debut.

Mumbai Indians bowling coach
Shane Bond also praised Salam, saying
he was one of better bowlers for the
team during its IPL opener against
Delhi.

"It was a challenging start but as I
said in the pre-camp, things are going
to go wrong at times. You are going to
bowl a no-ball but the easy thing for
Rasikh to do would have been to go to
pieces but he certainly didn't. I thought
he showed great composure and was
one of our better bowlers," said the
coach.

Bond also said Salam has the
hunger to learn.

Zaheer Khan, who is Mumbai's
Director of Cricket Operations, said
Salam is an exciting young prospect
who has great temperament.

"Even Rohit Sharma is impressed
with Rasikh. He was thinking of giv-
ing him an opportunity as early in the
season as possible, so exciting times
ahead," said Zaheer. 
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Watching teammate Andre Russell bulldoz-
ing Sunrisers Hyderabad bowlers was a

breathtaking experience for KKR pace spearhead
Lockie Ferguson, who is happy that he does not
have to bowl to the West Indian this IPL.

The Jamaican single-handedly won the
match for Kolkata Knight Riders
with his unbeaten 49 off 19 balls
in their opening match.

"It's one of those I've never
seen anything like that person-
ally. That was unbelievable. I'm
pretty excited he's not on my
side, I don't have to bowl to
him," the New Zealand quick
told reporters on the eve of their
match against Kings XI Punjab.

The Punjab outfit has
explosive Chris Gayle in its
ranks but Ferguson said they are
prepared to tackle the Jamaican.

"Chris (Gayle) is in some pretty fine touch
at the moment. He really batted well last night.
It's nice to watch him. Perhaps there are some
areas we can look at attacking him," he said of
Gayle who starred with a 47-ball 79 to fashion
Kings XI Punjab's 14-run win against Rajasthan

Royals.
"It's important to stick to your plan and back

yourself because in T20, if you keep working on
your strengths then definitely it will come off
better."

KKR have the reputation of being a spin-
oriented attack as Ferguson said it's exciting time
to be part of the bowling unit.

"To have the spin attack we
have, and with PK (Prasidh
Krishna) swinging the ball and
being very good at the death, so
by no means I think I'm lead-
ing. We all do our part. Andre
Russell also got the wickets."

Having added some more
pace to his bowling, Ferguson is
hoping to make the most of the
IPL experience, ahead of the
World Cup.

"It's high pressure in IPL. It's
one of the biggest competitions

in the world, playing in front of big crowds,
against the best players in the world. Of course
all these experiences you're gaining, playing in
the IPL is going to help you going forward.

“Obviously there's a big World Cup in a few
months but at this stage, I'm focusing on KKR
and trying to assist them, get some more wins.” 
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