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USMLM SHOOTING INCIDENTS 1972.1974 


TABS SUBJECT DATE 

TAB 1 Shooting Incident No Action July 1972 

TAB 2 Shooting Incident 16 Sept, 1973 

TAB 3 Shooting Incident 21 Oct 1973 

TAB 4 Shooting Incident 28 Oct 1973 
CINCGSFG Protest Letter 

TAB 5 Shooting Incident 6 Sept 1974 
C/S . USAREUR to cis GSFG 
Protest 
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//. CONFIDENTiAl 
/ ..------------------------~ ..011. 

F.r n. of thl. f_••• A~ ~15- ~. ".,..........CJ I. Th. Acllutan. 0.....1·. Oftlco. 


USMLM Incident, 6 Sep 74 (U)AEAGB-C(GO) 

CIIT ,
10 Chief of Staff ... DCSI 


Mr. 

,', 

. 1. (U) This is a decision paper. (NO SUSPENSE) 

2. (C) PROBLEM. To obtain the ,Chief of Staff's signature on 
a letter of protest to ' theChief'QfStaf f, GSF,G concerning the 
sh~oting incident on 6 Sep 74. 

3. (C) FACTS ~EARING ON THE PROBLEM. 

a. On 6 Sep 74, an East G.r~an S~ldier fired one ~oundove~a 


USMLM tour (details at TAB A, t!ed~fla.g). 


b. A written, Chief of Staff, USAREUR prote~,t was proposed .(TAB At 
green '-flag) • 

USCINCEUR concurred' with . th~ protes't as written (tAB 'B)G~,~~t. v \ b) ' c. 

d. AMEMB Bonn concurred but suggest.edth·elast line be ',chang-ed. 

(TAB C) {~""~"'C. ~,~ ~ 


4. ( ,C) DISCUSSION. AMEMB Bonn amended the last line 'to .avoid · 

soliciting a ' reply fro'mthe Soviets ~ .This change 'is ' accep-,table . ', 


S. (U) RECOMMEBD. The 'Chief' of ,S taff: 

a. note 'the above . ' 

b. approve, sign and ret'urnfor del'iver'ythrough Chief ,Allied 

Contact Section -the letter at RED TAB. 


A~ :"" RO 'Vf£L. 
4 Incls THOMAS W. BOWEN I( 02 OCl1974 
as Br~gadier Gene~al, GS 


De~uty ~hief of Staff~ 


In tel'ligence 


6. (U) COORDINATION~ 


POLAD: co, nc~r/aneellellr .,A,b..~. Date 3041<71" 

DEl'AJn'MI'1ITOF11IEAIcM\ (f . ~ 
Sec 3.4 EO 11958 ,-
D Declnssify a DeWDlPde to,__

D Exempt 2~ to ~ : CLASSIFIED BY <Dcs:J:... )
~Oo~'trl~ 't:.CS; , , ' EXEMPT FROM GENERAL 0, ECLASS1FICATlON 
,Date -Y~~ -r ' ' SCHEDULE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 11652 

CONFI '-"'"ENTIEfAEfMPT10N CATEGORY (.~.-•••-.--....------••--)
I L.J ' 6ret.ASSIFY ON (..:z..(..De,".~-~-...... ····-··.) 

" ...LACU DD "OIUIM, &XIIT.....U....L... 0 .. WHICH W.LL ••·DA •~~:-. 2496 "U.D AND ..aD UNTIL' ...... UNLDlIOON....XHAUlT.D. CIJIO,"'O- ___ 
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01 XX 2551045 PP PP eccc 201314Z 
f 

SEP 74 

NO 
I 

CINCUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GERMANY IIAEAG8-ell 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GERMANY I IECJ2-.RI I 

AMEMB BONN GERMANY IIPOL MILII 

INFO 	 CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN AB GERMANY IIINII 

CINCUSAFE LINDSEY AS GERMANY IIINC/l 

CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON ENGLAND /IN2// 

USCOB BERLIN GERMANY 

CUSMLM BERLIN GERMANY 

CALLIED CONTACT SEC FRANKFURT GERMANY 

CON f IDE. N T I A L 


SUBJECT: USMLM INCIDENT, b SEP 74 {U} 


A. CI~~ C~~ .A.RE UR MSG, AEAGB-C., 02143SZ NOV 73 {C} {NOTAL} 

8 . 	 CINCUSAREUR 'MSG, AEAGB-C, 09J~ 719Z NOV 73 {C} {NOTAL} 

1. {C} ON b SEP 74, AN EAST GERMAN ARMY {EGA} SENTRY FIRED ONE-. 
iRvUND AT A USMLM TOUR EAST OF DRESDEN. THE ROUND WAS IFIRED OVER 

THE VEHICLE FROM A DISTANCE OF SEVERAL HUN*DRED METERS AND THIERE 

WERE NO INJURIES. DETAILS OF INCIDENT FOLLOW: 

A. ATOb1120Z SEP 74, USMLM TOUR {MAJ MEEHAN, SGT WHEAT} LEfT 

DRESDEN-BAUTZEN AUTOBAHN AT 

DIST: SGS COORD: POLAD 

J..

G~ASSIFIED BY Ci)C$...t.-:: .. .)JOSEPH ST ATER, GS-13, AEAGB -C{GO} -,;. . 
EXEt,/iPT FROM GENERAL DEClASSiFI'CATIOI'-iWINTHROP WHIPPLE, LTC, GS 

~SCHr:OUlE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER -11652 .. .,ASST 	 SGS, AEAGS, HM 6504 

THIS MSG 

EXElv! PT IOp·J G/\TEGOHY c'£----------------------------J 
OECL/,SSI FY ON ( __ :J.._L__jQ:.C.~_:J_J:_L~k._. __ ._.___ J 

.... .. '. 
{:'.
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02 XX 2551045 PP PP ecee SEP 74 


NO 


TOWARD SEELIGSTADT {VS 3362} ON GROSSROEHRSDORF {VS 3267}


SEELIGSTADT ROAD. 


B. TOUR PASSED AN EGA SENTRY AT VS 323638. A SECOND SENTRY 

WAS OBSERVED AT VS 325635. WHEN THE SECOND SENTRY'S SIGNAL FOR 

THE TOUR TO STOP WAS IGNORED, HE LOADED HIS AKM AND FIRED ONE 

ROUND OVER THE VEHICLE. THE TOUR CONTINUED RAPIDLY SO~TH. 

C. APPROX 1 KM ~ .. NORTH OF SEELIGSTADT, TWO VOPO HAD POSITIONED 

THEIR MOTORCYCLES ACROSS THE ROAD IN AN EfFORT TO HALT THE TOUR. 

A THIRD VOPO WAS NEARBY. THE TOUR DROVE AROUND THE MOTORCYCLES ON 

THE SHOULDER OF THE ROAD AND CONTINUED, FOLLOWED BY THREE VOPO 

MOTORCYCLI~TS. THE USMLM VEHICLE TRAVELED ONLY fAST ENOUGH TO 

PREVENT THE MOTORCYCLES FROM PASSING {80-90 KPH}. 
~ '. 

D. IN FISCHBACH"{VS 31bO}, TWO MORE VOPO ON MOTORCYCLES ON 

THE SIDE OF THE ROAD WAVED FOR THE TOUR TO STOP BUT NEITHER 

ATTEMPTED TO BLOCK NOR PURSUED. 

E. AT THAT POINT, ONLY ONE VOPO REMAINED BEHIND THE TOUR AND 

fOLLOWED IT ALONG THE ROUTE STOLPEN {VS 3b56} - DUERROEHRSDORF 

{VS 3054} - WILSCHDORF {VS 3057} - NEUDOERFER {VS 3557} 

FRANKENTHAL {VS 375b}. IN FRANKENTHAL, THE VOPO WAS LOST AND THE 
.'. 

" ., . 

AEAGB-C{GO} " "' l 

-t- "," ., / / /. 

( ~ ... .. 'i .. .. , ~ .,\ ~ ~ "'-', - : r ,. ;.,., . :0 , 

~ I ··..~ t l LJ L ,4\~ 1~~, 
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04 XX 2551045 PP PP CCCC SEP 74· 

NO 

QUOTE "AT APPROXIMATELY 1230 HOURS, b SEPTEMBER 1974 1 WHILE 

DRIVING SOUTH ON AN UNNUMBERED ROAD LEADING FROM GROSSROEHRSDORF 

TO SEELIGSTADT, IN AN AREA 10 KILOMETERS WEST OF BISCHOFSWERDA, 

TWO MEMBERS OF THE UNliED STATES MILITARY LIAISON MISSION WERE. 

FIRED ON BY A SOLDIER OF THE EAST GERMAN ARMED FORCES. THE TOUR 
. 

WAS NOT IN A RESTRICTED AREA AND HAD EVERY RIGHT UNDER THE . TtRMS 
( 

OF THE HUEBNER-MALININ AGREEMENT TO BE IN THAT AREA . . FORTUNATELY,.," 

THE USMLM PERSONNEL WERE NOT HIT. ON 9 NOVEIMBER 1973, MY 

COMMANDER IN CHIEF MADE HIS VIEWS UNMISTAKABLY CLEAR TO YOUR 

COMMANDER IN CHIEF CONCERNING THE USE OF FIREARMS BY SOVIET AND 

EAST GERMAN PERSONNEL AGAINST nEMBERS -OF USMLM. 

r MUST. STRONGLY PROTEST THI~ nrLT8ERATE AND IRRESPONSIBLE 

USE OF WEAPOrJS AGAINST USMLM PERSONNEL, AND I REMIND YOU OF YOUR 

RESPONSIBILITY TO GUARANTEE THE SAFETY OF USMLM PERSONNEL 
'" 

ACCREDITED TO THE COMMANDER IN CHIEtF, GROUP OF SOVIET FORCES, 

GERMANY. [YOUR ASSURANCE THAD DISCIPLINARY MEASURES~ILL BE (~ 
.	TAKE~AGAINST T'HE SOLDIER AND G-HAT-' STEPS ("'WILL BE TAKENl TO PRECLUDE 

SIMILAR INCIDENTS IN THE FUTURE WILL SERVE TO CONTINUE THE 

IMPROVEMENT OF RELATIONS 'BETWEEN US, PERSONALL Y, AND OUR 

AEAGB-C{GO} 	 . \ 

':,.' .J' / / ,;. 

w , 
',C '~i >..~ , '.~ ~~j E . · ,~ :"~AL

\ 

' 
...... 
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.~. 0 .... .Fl'-"'~ ~ ~'T ,/\ I'C. ..I ~ , .~ u t l .~ . I ' ~ 

03 XX 2551045 PP PP ' CCCC SEP 74 

NO 

TOUR REMAINED HIDDEN FROM 061210Z-1345Z SEP 74. 

F. 	 THE TOUR THEN RETURNED TO THE DRESDEN-BAUTZEN AUTOBAHN 

: VIA BRETNIG. IN BRETNIG, ANI EGA BTR-152 PULLED IN BEHIND THE 


TOUR VEHIiCLE BUT MADE NO EFFORT TO HALT USMLM TOUR. TOUR RETURNED 


WITHOUT FURTHER INCIDENT. 


2·. {U} AT NO TIME DID THE VOPO USE EITHER SIRENS OR LIGHTS TO 


TRY TO STOP THE CAR~ THE TOUR WAS NEITHER IN OR NEAR ANY PRA AND 


HAD NOT PENETRATED ANY MISSION RESTRICTION SIGNS. 


3.' {C} THE USE OF WEAPONS AGAINST USMLM TOURS CANNOT BE 


CONDONED, REGARDLESS OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES,11 AND ON 9 NOV 73 


CINCUSAREUR PROTESTED SIMILAR INCIDENTS WHICH OCCURRED IN SEP AND 


'. 	 . OCT , 73 {f\[f AI. THAT .PRO..TES.T APPARENTLY HAD iHF. DESIF»FD EFFECT, 

BECAUSE THERE WERE NO SHOOTING INCIDENTS FROM THEN UNTIL b SEP 74. 

THIS MOST RECENT INCIDENT CANNOT GO UNPROTESTED; HOWEVER, IT IS 

CONSIDERED APPROPRIATE TO LODGE THE PROTEST AT THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

LEVEL, MAKING REFERENCE TO CINCUSAREUR'S LETTER WHICH WAS 

DELIVERED TO CHIEF, SMLM-F ON 9 NOV 73 {REF B}. THE FOLLOWING 

CHIEF OF STAFF, USAREUR LETTER TO CHIEF OF STAFF, GSFG IS 

RECOMMENDED: 

#' I / ./AEAGB-C{GO} 

j 
I . 
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05 XX 2551045 PP PP ~ ecce SEP 74 

NO 

, COMMANDS." UNQUOTE 

4. {U} REQUEST CONCURRENCE. "XGDS-2" DECLASSIFY 31 DEC 2004 

I 


"', 
.~ '. -' / / l' 

AEAGO-C{GO} , 
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*****~ ******************** 
*COr F I DENTI AL* 
******" .. **********,~******** 

~ R I O'R I T Y It* * 
_____ , (OJ -/-_j 
ACT--I rx , }~4~ . _____ 1 .J 

INFO-Ie ' , . 
_____ 1 .' 51 c. 
00165 ' 


PTTCZYUW USNAAAI038 2641209-CCCC--RUFDAAA. 


ZNY CCCCC 

J .. 

P .21111 5 Z rEP 74 

FM LJ SCI NCf JR VAI HI NGENG ERM ANY 

' TO RIJFOf ~/CINClJSAREUR HEIDELBERG GERMANY IIAEAGB-CI/ 

IN FO RUFHOL/AMEMB BONN GERMANY IIPOL MILII 
I " , r-' / / ) ,-< i " ..J'--."\. .l ...... ( 

' 

I ' _ ' , .f . , _ .<:.
RHFRAAR/CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN AB GERMANY III~JI 

a 

.. ~ " r ,~~ . / 
, ,- l , .~ " r -' ,,:- .... J. 

RUFFECA/CINCUSAFE LINDSEY AS GERMANY I;INCilr ~ . 

RUDONRA/C I NCUSNAVEUR LONDON ENGL AN'O /i I N211'7" 
~*.' . ,: f ..""l 

RUFLEVA/lJSCOB BERLIN GERMANY 

RlJFLEVA/CUSMLM BERLIN GERMANY 

RUFlFDA/CALL I EO CONTACT SEC FRANKFURT GERMANY 

8T . 

CON P I 0 E N T I A l 

ECJ2-R 16563 

StJRJ: USMlM INCIDENT, 6 SEP 74 (U) 

;/}/J /3 . 
********.t~****************
* CON F I f) E N 'T I A l * 

**************.************ 

\. 
\ . 
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*************************** 
* CON FlO E N T I A L * 
**********************~**** 

A. CINCUSAREUR 

(C) CONCUR WITH 

CONFIRMATION BY 

MSG AEAGB-C 201314Z 

TEXT OF RFCOMMENDED 

EMBASSYi BONN. 

SEP 74. 

PROTEST 

ABOVE SUBJ 

LETTER, SUBJECT TO 

GOS 31 DEC 2004 

BT 

#1038 

NNNN 

R . 00165/21SEP/1.313Z/ACK 012 

*************************** .
* C n NFl DEN T I A L * 
*************************** 
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. DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, EUROPE and snINTH AlMT 


OffiCE OF THE CHIEF OF STAff 

APO 01403 

2 October 1974 

Dear General Grinkevich: 

At approximately 1230 hours, 6 September 1974, while driving 
south on 	 an unnumbered road leading from Grossroehrsdorf to 
Seeligstadt, in an area 10 kilometers west of Bischofswerda, 
two members of the United States Military Liaison Mission 
were fired on by a soldier of the East German Armed Forces.I 	 The tour was not in a restricted area and had every right 

I. 	 under the t~rms of the Huebner-Malinin Agreement to be in 
i 	 that area. Fortunately, the USMLM personnel were .not hit. 

On 9 November 1973, my Commander in Chief made his views un
mistakably clear to your Commander in Chief concerning the 
use of firearms by Soviet and East German personnel against 
members of USMLM. 

I must strongly protest this deliberate and irresponsible 
use of weapons against USMLM personnel, and I remind you of 
your responsibility to guarantee the safety of USMLM person
nel accredited to the Commander in Chief, Group of Soviet 
Forces, Germany. Prompt action, including appropriate dis
ciplinary measures against the soldier involved, to preclude
repetition of similar incidents in the future will serve to 
continue 	the improvement of relations between us, personally, 
and our commands. 

) 
~, 

I 	
fA; Yl!C-11y' 

WILLIAM R. KRAFT, JR. 
Major General, GS 
Chief of 	Staff 

Lieutenant General Dimitri A. Grinkevich 
. j Chief of Staff 
'I Group of Soviet Forces, Germany
i 
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AEAGS (17 Sep 74) 
SUBJECT: USMLM Incident, 6 Sep 74 (U) 

TO DCSI FROM Acting Chief of Staff DATE 20 Sep 74 CMT 2 
MAJ Indreland/bm/6504 

1. The Acting Chief of Staff approved the message 
dispatched. (DTG 201314Z Sep 74). 

at RED TAB. Message 

2. Noted by the Commander in Chief. 

FOR THE ACTING CHIEF OF STAFF: 

2 Incl 
wd RED TAB 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
&c 3.4 EO 12953 
oDeclassify 0 DowDgt'.ule m~_ 


QExempt2SX ~ ". 


=_er~;~ 

Regraded U NC LASS rFt ED when 
Ssparated from Classified IncJsCONFIDENTML 
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.PO••CONFIDENT~~L 
For u.. of thl. f~, •• A~ ~15; ~o propo~nt agency I. Tho Adlutont Gonoral'. Oftlco. 

REIBENCE 01 0fIIICI! SYMIOI. 

AEAGB-C(GO) USMLM Incident, 6 Sep 74 (U) 

Chief of Staff PIIIOM DCS I DATil 1 7 SEP 197~ CMT • 

Mr. Stater/cd/8395 

1. (U) This is a de~1siort paper.(NO .SUSPENSE) 

2. (C) PROBLEM. To determine what, if any, action USAREUR should 
take as a result of the USMLM incident of 6 Sep 74 and to obtain 
USCINCEUR and · AMEMB Bonn approval of that action.· 

3. (C) FACTS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM. 

. a. On 6 Sep74, when USMLM personnel on tour east of Dresden 
(see map, TAB A) passed the second of two East Ge·rman Army sentries 
and ignored his signal to halt, the sentry was ~eeri to load his 
rifle and fire one round over the tour~ The sentry was several ' 
hundred meters distant by that time and the tour rapidly departed the 
immediate area • . A short time later, the tour had to pass a VOPO 

. roadb16ck and was purs~ed by VOPO motorcyclists. The tour avoided 
det_ention and returned to Potsdam without further incident. (Details 
of~incidep.t are in message at ,RED TAB) 

b. Following three shooting incidents i~ the Fall of 1973, 
the Chief of Staff, on 29 Oct 73, and CIN~USAREUR, on 9 N6v 7~ 
protested the use of ·firearms against USMLM (TAB B). This is the 
first shooting incident since theri. 

c. Chief, USMLM, re~ommended no action be taken but : rather he 
use the incident as ane~ample of violations of the Huebner-Malinin 
Agre~ment that do not contribute to improvement of relations~ 

4 • (C) DISC US S i ON • 

a. This office does not con~ur with Chief, USMLM~s recommendation. 
The use of weapons against. USMLM tohrs mus~ be strongly protested in 
~onsonance with the CINCUSAREUR's position stated t~the Soviets on· , 
~ Nov l!JiJ;~ A Chief·· of Staff" USAREUR protest is defini tely warran ted~. , 

b. A protest from the Chief of Staff, USAREUR to the Chief of 
,Staff, GSFG, delivered by Chief, AC~ to Chief, SMLM-F, will express 

USAREUR's concern and might prevent injuries to USMLM personnel. The 
s~riousne~s of the threat to USMLM personnel, which this type of 
action poses, demands ' a writteri statement. 

CLASSIFIED BY (~~--.) 2 
EXEMPT FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFICA ION 
SCHEDULE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 11652 
EXEMPTION CATEGORY (.2,,-,--,;-------'.----7-----,J 

DA ,~~~. 2496 

. . CON F JDENTIA'fCLASSIFY ON (_:u.A).£.'-."?..£.::.L. .....•.... .) 

".~LACa DD I'OM II, IXIIT.II. 'U~~L.a 01' WHICH WILL .a 
_uaD AltD UUD UNTIL. , 1'.... UIILDI 10011." .XHA..TID. Opo:u. 0-.__ 

http:IXIIT.II
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AEAGB-C(GO) 

SUBJECT: USMLM Incident. 6 Sep74 (U) 


5. (C) CONCLUSION. The Chief of Staff, USAREUR should protest 
the 6 Sep 74 incident. 

6. (U) RECOMMEND. The Chief of Staff approve: 

a. "the conclusion above; 

b • dispatch of the message at RED TAB.-
t.l4\PPROVED 

3 Incls 19SE~ 
as Brigadier General, GS 

Deputy Chief of Staff, 
Intelligence 

7. (U) COORDINATION: ~L.:t:..# tire ~$ 
POLAD: concur/aQR88ftcJl____________~~--------~----Date/r~~~ 

2 

"CONFIDENTIAL 
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East Germany 

'~ International boundary o . Bezirk center 
-.- Bezjfi< boun~ --Railroad 

. - -- Soviet Zone boundary . -Autobahn 

® .National .capital -_..- Other road 

.A.,..,_,.,-,..--..._...l2,~5--...__....,....... ...,j15Miles5'O~___ 

.a 2'6 50 75 Kilometers 

'II . 



. . ",. '. ...uavAInUS. ,UNITED STATES ARMY. EUROPE and SEVENTH A.tin , ' , 
. nI. COMMANDER IN CHIEF ' , 

APO 09403 

· " Dear General Ivanovski: 

. I recall that during my recent visit to your headquarters in September 
of this year, ,va reaffirmed the desirability of maintaining harmonious 

· .', 	relations benveen our commands. We also agreed that our respective 
missions should be free to pursue their assigned tasks under the pro- , 
visions of established agreements. , 

, .. 
... . It 'is 'with regret that I must invite your atte~tion to a series of thre~ 

mcidents ,vithin a period of 42 days which appear to be in direct viola
tion of ou.r understanding. . 

on i6 September 1973 a Soviet guard fired at a United States Military 
, " Liaison }dission vehicle near Wittstock. My Chief of Staff protested, 


, the incident and received' the reply that the Soviet gu~rd had acted · 

."stnctly according to regulations." I am ~ure your regulations do 

, not direct sentries to shoot at obviously unarmed persolUlel. 

On 21 October 1973 an East German guard fired two shots at a United 
states Military L"iaison :Mission v.ehicle in Gueterfelde. Fortunately,· 

, . neither the personnel nor the vehicles were hit in either of these two . 
incidents. ' . " 

· At0630 hours on 28 October 1973, an East German guard fired several 
, bursts from his"autom·atic weapon at a United States Military Liaison 
·Mission vehicle within the city of Leipzig. One round hit the vehicle 
and traveled into the car striking the boot of the driver. Fortunately, 

· the driver \vas not hurt. I have attached som'e photographs and am 
prepared to h::tve the vehicle ~~de avai!~blc for your personal inspec

. tion should you desire this. ' 

.~? 

' • . : : : 	 .f. , , 

" , 
" 

.' i 
t ,- , ( 

' , ~;: ' £:1 

, " 

.. ; : ~ I:.. ,";"1 . , ... :f 
. .. 1:.... 

: ' I,~I 
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\'': 
";~ch irresp'onsible: acts cann'~t Obe condoned. 'The risks in terms of 
, human life are obvious. The need to maintain good will behveen our 
commands is too vital to permit individual soldiers to act so irrespon

" sibly and use firearm~ 4gainst liaison personnel based upon that individ
ual soldier',s interpretation o(what are or are not the established rules 
of conduct for the military liaison missions. Every step possible has 
been taken to ensure that your',liaison mission in Frankfurt has not been 
fired at when they have been in violation of established rules. 1 am sure 
that you \vill take the appropriate steps and assure me that the same will 
be done for Dly mission. ~ ~. " -' , 

I regret these incidents have ~served to mar the excellent relations 
between us and I am convinced the measures you will take, will serve 
t~ restore these relations to their proper, exc~llent level. 

s. 'DAVISON 
, General, USA . 
"Commander in Chief 

, ' 

General of- the Army y" Ivanovski 
Commander in Chief. .. " ~ 
Group of SOyiet Forces, Gerl,)1any . 

'.' ". . e' 

I, 

. .. . ", ~.(.."",·;r 

, ~ 



COi\JFiDE1\JrIAL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

HUDQUAITIII. UNITED ITATEI ARMY. EUIOPE GIld IEVENTH AIMY.~ OffiCE OF THI DlPUTY CHIEF OF IIAf•• INTEWGENca 
»0 OMOI 

AEAGB-C(GO) 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief of Staff 

SUBJECT: USMLM Shooting Incident, 6 Sep 74 (U) 

1. (C) The ,attached mes~age f~om ~hief, USMLM describes 
an incident in which an East Ger'man Army sentry fired one 
round at a USMLM tour. The tour continued on, evaded two 
detention atte~pts and returned without further problems. 

2. (C) Following a rash of shooting incidents last year, 
CINCUSAREUR lodged a strong protest on 9 Nov 73. This is 
the first shobting inciderit since that time. A decision 
paper concerning this incident will follow, with clarifying 
details. ' 

• 
1 Incl THOMAS W. BOWEN 
as Brigadie~ General, GS 

Deputy Chief of Staff, 
Intelligence 

DEPARTl\1ENT OFTHEARMY 
Sec 3.4 EO 12953 ,

Q Deelassify 0 Downgr.lde to___ 


o Exempt 25X ~b_ : . 
~()Iioction,Refert0.xr~ :u. By'____

CLASSIFIED BY CDCfZ..) 
EXEMPT FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION 
SCHEDULE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 11652 

EXEMPTION CATEGORY C.z.--------------------------_J 
DECLASSIFY ON (--:]-L--J).e_c __:}_a_~y........._. .) 

http:Refert0.xr
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PRIORI 
~..._._~_~--~~~cc NR
~

.CONfJDENlJAL .- 
VZCZCNPA676 


PTTC ZYUW UUFTBE0674 2521200-CCCC --UUFTB. 


ZNY ccccc 
P 091155Z SEP 74 

FM CUSMLM BERLIN GER 	 DEPART:MENTOFTHE~Y 

Sec 3.4 EO 12958 

Q Declassify 0 Downgrade to___
TO DCSI USAREUR HEI DELBERG GERi I AEAGB-Cl / 
o Exempt 25X ~ 


BT 
 =.1~;oii< 
CON F IDE N T 1 A L 

SUBJ: 1NCI DENT REPORT (U) 

1. t) THIS MSG COVERS AN INCIDENT INVOLVING A USMLM TOUR IN 

THE VIC OF BRETNIG(\JS3467) ON 6 SEP 74. 

A. PERSONNEL INVOLVED: MAJ MEEHAN AND SGT WHEAT. 

B. TOUR DPTD BERLIN 06t0250Z SEP 74; RETURNED 071555Z SEP 74 •. 

C. DURATION OF INCI DENT: 061i~0-061210Z SEP 74. 

D. GEN TOUR RTE: SOUTH FM DRESDEN CVS1257) - BAUTZEN CVS6070) 

'ABHN, THRU BRETNI G AND STOLPEN CV S 3656) AND VI C. 

E. SURVEILLANCE: TOUR WAS APPARENTLY FIRST RPTD PASSING THRU 

BRETNlG. 

F. TOUR WAS NOT I N A RESTRI CTED AREA NOR WAS NOT, IN THE I MMEDI ATE ' 

PREA, BEHI ND SIGNS (CLOSEST: 4 OR 5 KMs AWAY 'WI TH NUMEROUS OTHER 

ACC E5S ROUTES TO I NCI DENT AREA AVAI LABLE) • 

G. PHYSICAL CONTACT WAS NOT INVOLVED. 

2. t) CIRCUMSTANCES: AT 061120Z SEP 74 TOUR PROCEEDED SOUTH 

bthompson
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THRU BRETNIG ENROtrrE TO SEELIGSTADT <VS3362); TOUR PASSED 


»J EGA SENTRY IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROAD VIC VS 340615; AND FURTHER 


SOUTH ALONG THE SAME ROAD AT VS 325525, A SECOND EGA SENTRY 


~GNALLED THE TOUR TO HALT. WHEN THE TOUR BYPASSED HIM, THE SENTRY 


WAS SEEN TO LOAD HI S Akl1 AND DI SCHARGED ONE ROUND OVER THE TOUR 


CAR AT A Dl STANCE OF SEVERAL HUNDR'ED METERS. TOUR PROCEEDED RAPIDLY 


SOUTH ALONG THE ROAD TO SEELI GSTADT IN AN EF'FORT TO CLEAR THE AREA. 

. 	 ' 

VIC VS 32~6a3 TW~ VOPO HAD' PO~-QNED 'T~,-MO,!OR'x..C~E§ ~ ~p~O~S__~~~ _ , _.'_~, _ , 
'I 

ROAD IN ANEFFQRT TOH-ALT THE TOUR. AGAIN, TOUR BYPASSED AND 


CONTINUED SOUTH WiTHREE VOPOS ON MOTORCYCLES IN PURSUI T. AS THE TOUR 

. 	 / 

ENTERED FISCHBACH <VS3160), TWO MORE VOPOS MADE AN ATTEMPT TO HALJ' THE 


TOUR WiO SUCCESS. AT THIS POINT, ONLY ONE OF THE VOPO MOTORCYCLES 


REMAINED BEHIND THE TOUR. THE SINGLE VOPO FOLLOWED THE TOUR ALONG 


nIE GENERAL RTE STOLPEN-DUERR-ROEHRSDORF C\1S3054 )-WILSCHDORF 


• 	 C} 53157) -NEUDORFEL CV S3557) TO FRAN KENTHAL <VS38 65) WHERE THE 

TOUR MANAGED TO EVADE PURSUI T. FROM 061210-061345Z THE TOUR REMAINED 

HI DDEN, THEN PRO~EEDED BAC K THRU BRETNI G AND NORTH TO THE ABHN. 

IN' BRETNIG AN EGA BTR-152 PULlED IN BEHIND THE TOUR CAR, BUT NO 

ADDITIONAL ATTEMPTS WERE MADE TO HALT THE TOUR. THE TOUR THEN . 

fROC EEDEDW/O I NCI,DENT. 

D 
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3. Cc> COMME~TS: FROM START TO FINISH, I T APPEARS THAT E. GERMANS 


\-ERE WELL COORDI NATED. MOST OF THE VOPOS INVOLVF;D WERE ON RADIO 


-EQUI PPED MOTORCYCLES. AN EGA COMMUNI CATIONS DEPLOYMENT WAS 


NOTED ALONG THE NORTH-SOUTH ROAD FM BRETNIG AT VS 336625. THIS 


COULD ACCOUNT FOR THE SENSITIVITY OF THE AREA. THE FACT 'THAT 


THE EGA SENTRY DI SCHARGED HIS WEApON AT THE TOUR INDICATES THAT 
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SIGNAL 

RECOMMEND 

ANOTHER 

BT 

0674 

--mE: sovl ET S- HAVELIMlrril CONTROL OVER THEIR EG ALLI ES I N THE USE 

Of WEAPONS AGAINST TOUR PERSONNEL AND VIOLATES THE HM AGREEMENT 

wlR TO FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT. TOUR OFFICER Fn. T THAT THE SHOT 

WAS A WARNl NG TO THE VOPOS THAT THE TOUR WAS HEADED I N THEIR 

IlLRECTION BUT THAT IT WAS ALSO PROBABLY INTENDED AS A FIRM 

FOR THE TOUR TO HALT'. CONCUR WITH TOUR OFFICER ACTIONS, 

NO ACTlON AT THIS TIME AND-USE ABOVE, IF REQUIRED, AS 

EAAMPLE OF METHODS USED BY SOVIETS ~ND E. GERMANS> T~AT 

VIOLATE THE HM AGREEMENT AND DO NOT ADD TO RELATION IMPROVEMENTS. 

XGDS-2 DECLASSIFY 31 DEC 04 
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AEAGB-C(GO) 21 NOV;973 

DEPART1VIENT OF THE ARMY 
Sec 3.4 EO 12958MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief of Staff, USAREUR 
[J1.neclassHY 0 Downgrade Ie 
Q Exempt 25X Date--SUBJECT: CINCGSFG Letter to CINCUSAREUR (D) 

g:~~;+'f----: 
1. (C) The attached letter from GEN Ivanovsky~ CINCGSFG, 
(TAB A) was presented to Chief, Allied Contact Section (ACS) 
by the Chief, Soviet Milita~y Liaison Mission, Frankfurt 
(SMLM-F) on 19 November 1973. The letter is in reply to 
CINCUSAREUR's 1ett~r of 8 November 1973 (TAB B) which pro
tested three incidents wherein USMLM personnel were fired 
on by Soviet and East German guards. 

2. (C) A recommended course of action will follow by 
separate correspondence. 

2 Incls: 
as Brigadier General, GS 

Deputy Chief of Staff, 
Intelligence 

THOMAS Wo BOWEN 

CO FID tAL 
\ 
\ 
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'* ~a~O";O..HaU~IOUfUa 

~~ntHZ" cO-~/fftC~a;/oUc~ ,~~1tcaa?-tuu 

It 

~.267.. 


MBe rrpHflTHO O~UeTHTb HaMeTHBUIeeCH ynyqmeHHe OTHoweHMM 

He TonbKO Mex~ npaBHTeHbCTBOM CmA ~ CCCP, HO M Herrocpe~CTBeH
HO MeJK;n:y HaMH. flTaKJKe 13II03IHe paa;n;eJIflIO Barne MHeHMe :s TOM, lITO 

Harna BCTpeqa 130 :apeMfl BaUIero 13M3HTa 13 rCBr 6HJIa nHo~oTBOPHO~ 
It1 qT"O HamM: MHCCHIii CBf:l3I~ ;neiiiCTBJlITeJIDHO ;n;OJIJItHbl 6hIT]; CBo6o.D;HhIMH 

npH BhID'OlIH6HD CTOHIltHX nepe"~ HHMIJI 3a~a'tl :B COOTBeTCTBHl1 C YCTa

HOJ3JIeHHhlM cornameHMeM XIOEHEPA-MAJIID!~HA. 

CJIyqaM o6cTpe JIa aBTOMalUH~H BoeHHhIX M1t1ccw]{i CBR3H - ;n;eM:CTBlI

TeJIbHO BonMID~Me waRTH, CJIyJKa~e B uenOM He.paapa;n:Ke MeX;n;YHapo;n:
HOH HarrpH~eHHOCTHt a ee HarHeTaH~ID, H6aaBHCHMO OT Taro, KOMY 
6~ 8TH MamHHhl HM npIt1Ha;n:nexanm - aMepHKaHCKOM HHH COJ3eTCKOH BO
eBaoH MMCCMM CBfl3~~ MBa KazeTcH, qTO 9TO B O~MHaKOBOH CTeneHH 

;nOJIJKHbI TI-OHHMaTb He T"OJIl)KO MbI C BaMM, HO V'l Bce 13 oe HHOCJIYJItaI1Ude 

KaK rcBr, TaR CB CllIA :B EBpone. 

TIOSTOMY H Rpa~He y;n;HBJIeH TOMY, QTO BalliJlI nO~'tlV'lHeHHHe, MC

rrOHbSYfl Heo6~eKTMBHbIe ~aHHHe, CTaBflT Hac C BaMH ~pyr nepe;n: ~py
rOM B ~CKnroqMTenbHO HenOBKoe nOJIOmeHMe RaE rna13HOROMaH~IDm~X. 

Be~b ~aKTH 06CTpena uaWZH ABMC, ROTophle BH npHBO;n:HTe B CBoeM 

DI1C:&Me OT 8.II.73 r. t MorY!f 6bIT:b TOlIbRO CJIe;I4CTBlIIeM KpaMHe He

o6~MaHHHX ~eHcTBMM Ha~allbHMKa ABMC nonKOBHMKa ~pe~epHKa 

C.TEPHEPA HnJtl ;n;eMcTBHM XOPOlliO rrpo;zcrMaHHbIX, HO Harrpa13neHHbIX Ha 
TO, qTOOH TIOCeHTb He;nOBep~e H yxy~WHT:& OTHoweHHH Me~;ny HaMH. 
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HamM lIaCOBNe He VIMeIOT HPIKaKlIIX)JIHCTPYKUkiI.t CTpelIH.~.D 13 6e
30PYJltHbIX nro,:n;eti. Bbl, !taR OITbITHbIM reHepan, 6eaYCJIOBHO, rrOHIIIMae

T6, liTO con~aT Ha nOCTY He 3HaeT K He Mo~eT 3HaT~, .BoopymeH 
HJIPI He BOOPYEeH Hapyw~TeHb 30HbI ero ~e~CTBmfl. HMeHHO rrOSTOMY 
OB ;netlcTByeT B CTporOM COOTB8TCTBJlH1 C YCTaBOM M1I0JIteT npMMe
HHT:& opy:awe B pa13Hoti Mepe KaK rrpOTHB aM~PlJIKaH:o;a, TaR VI llPOTI1B 
HeMua IIlJ.[M pYCCKorO,eCJIlII HapYUIltITeJI]) He rro,:n;qItIHlJITCfl ero rrpHKRay. 

Hanp~Mep, Bhl ITJlIUIeTe, qTO 21.10.73 r. ~aCOBO~ ~p rrpOH3

Bell ~:Ba BbICTpena 13 MalIW: Hy ABMC :a I1oTepWeJI~;n;e. HrrOHPIMaIO, 'CITO 

Bhl llMweTe TO, qTO BaM :n;onO~lIIJI nOJIKOBHPIK TEPHEP. B ;n;e~CTBJlITeJlb
HOCTPI me, nocne rrpO:Be~eHHOro HaM~ paccne,:n;OBaHHfl, B~flCHHJIOCD, 

'tlTO B_STOT ;n;eHl> BOeHHOCJIy:m:amJlIe BHA rJlP npOBO;n;MJIM aaHHTMfl Ha 

cTpen~6PIme B'STOM pa~OHe. Bo BpeuR cTpelI:06HlIIKaKEX npOJlICmeCT
BMM, C13fl3aHHbIX c aa.n;epJItaHVIeM MamllIHhl, np!llHa;n;JIeJICan\e~ ABMC, He 

6bIJIO. Eonee Toro, HHKTO HS npMcYTCTB013aBWKX Ha cTpenl>6M~e HH

KaKott aMepItHtaHCKOM: MamkiHbI .n;ruxe He :SJ4~eJI. 

Cnyqati 28.10.73 rO,11;a, r;n;e 
"-

"qacoBoM r]lp, HR06bI, ,2l;an Hec·-
KonDRO oqepe,2l;e~ no MaWMHe ABMC 13 pa~oHe ropo:n;a ]e~nn~rn, pac- . 
cne~OBaHHeM Ta~e He nO,2l;TBepE~aeTefl. BnOllHe E03MOZHO, ~TO 

MaWI1Ha ABMC OKaaanac:& B pa:VioH6 YtIe6HhlX cTpen:06, lITO YI MOrJIO 

rrpItIBeCTH It H31Io:m:eHHbIM. BaMk'l nOCne,1l;CTBIIIffM. O;n;HaRO III 13 STOM CJIy
- lIae COBsprneHHO HeTIOBHTHO, Ita,It Morna ORaSaT])CfI MaWHHa Ha Tep

pETOpHH, KOTopaH CO Bcex CTOPOH orpaJIC.IJ;eHa 3HaKaMH, aarrpemaIO
IIU1MIII B~e3~ H3-sa onaCHOC TH ;zJ;JIH )!tltl3HllI • 

CJIyqaH xe 16 ceHTHopH 1973 ro~a ,11;eliCTBMTenDHo MMeH Mec
TO, C ToLi nMm:o paSHPIneti, lITO C013eTCK:vI~ llaCOBot! C':fpeJIflJI He ITO 
MamBHe, a npOH3BeJI npe7U'npe]l;HTeJI:bHbIti BblCTpe.JI B:BepX, 13 B03AYX, 
XOTH OB HMeJI npaBO CTpeJIHTD . ti no MaUIMHe, T.K. qJIeHbI ABMe, aa

XO,2l;HBWHeCfl B MalllMHe, nona13 13 aOHY OTBeTCTBeHHOCTJlI qaCOBOro, 

TpeOOBaHItiflM nocne;n;Hero He 1l0;l1;'t!UIHHJIIIICl) IiI CItPbIJIJiIC:O, 13 CBR3H C 

'tIeM Ha'tlaJIpHHR Moero IDTa6a reHepaJI-ITOJIKOEHMK HKYillHH B.3. BhlHYX

http:BblCTpe.JI
http:28.10.73
http:21.10.73
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;n;eH 6bIJI Harrpa13HT:O 25.IO.73 ro;n;a raHepaJI-MaViopy rOCIIo;ltIt1HY YMJIl>

flMy P.KPA~TY COOTBeTCT13YIOmee aaflBJIeH1'7e. B C130ID Oqepe~r)~ BH;zod

MO, npaBMJI:&HhIM IJI n;enecOOOpaaHbIM C5hIJIO 6b1 OCTaBPIT:O MaWMHY Ha 
MeCTe ~JIH paaC50pa npOHcmeCTBMH opraHaMH COBeTCKO~ KOMeH;ltaTypH. 

TaKHM o6paaOM, B~ BH;n;~Te, QTO TOJI~KO HerrpaBIJIn:OHNe ;zteMoT
B~fl qJIeHOB ABMC· fl13JIHIOTCH npHqHHOH BbImeynoMfIHYTHX ~aItTOB. 11 ca
Moe y;ztMBIJITen:&Hoe - aTO TO, qTO aaqaCTYro He3aKOHHhle ~eMCTBMff 

qJIeHOB ABMQ. TIpM~O;n;HT R MHtiM;n;eHTaM Henocpe;n;CTBeHHO 13 paMOHax 
oxpaHHeMbIX OC51JeKTo:s.KcTaTM ;ltOJIJlteH aaMeTMTb, qTO qneHbl A13MC 
nO;It PYKOBO~CTBOM ee UaqaJI:&HMKa rrOJIROBHHIta TEPHEPA, ItaK BliKOr

Aa paRee no;n; PYKOBO;n;CTBOM ~pyrMx Haqan:OHHItOB,HMelOT TaKoe 
60JIDWOe KOnEqeCTBO paSnEqHRX HapymeHHM H MHUM~eHTOB. BH;ztRMO, 
TIOJIKOBHHK TEPHEF He BllOJIBe OTBeqaeT CBoeMY rrpe;n;HaSHaqeHMID, 0 

qeg HaqaJIbHMK wTa6a rcBr y~e HeO;ztHOKpaTHo IJIH~OpMMpOBaJI BamHX 
HaqanDBHKo~ IDTaC50B reHepanoB AnMKBMCTA ~ KPA~TA. 

BblpazaIO YBepeBHOCT:O, lITO· OTHOmeHIJIH. }4eJB:;ny Haumo KOMaB
~oBaHHffMM 6y;n;YT KpenHYT~ H paaBMBaT~Cfl, H qTO HM DonROBHHK 

.TEPHEP, BPI t(Pyrol1 qenOBeK ero KaTeropMU~ He CMorYT nOMemaT"b 
HX ynyqmeHI1IO. 

llPHMHT6, rocnOt(HH reHepan, Moe MCKpeBHee 3aBepeHMe B 


STOMo 


E.MBAHOBCKMH 
·reHepaJI aprmH 

rJIa13H OKOMaH;zr.yIOIlU'l 11 I'CBr 

. ) 

. reHepaJIY Mat!KJIY C.1I9BIIICOHY 
rnaBHOKoMaH~ro~eMY CB CliA B

EBpone 

http:25.IO.73
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; .;~~. F ~1i~:: ' ;.:~~....:,;' :· "t·:~:!, · '114:'- ,.~:. .~;.:'~ ~ (:....a.~ \.' .~ , . ':"."'7-'-l!

1~~':'.'-:-: .•';:'; :'-' ~:.: ':~;:~: ""'. /· t .... . ' .• : : _ . . ~ . ... .. ;. ~. 

" 
. .... ::.: . ' -~ '. "., . :' : 

,:"i.~O.7 ' Noveraber 
' ,; 'r ":" , '.. ~ . 

• •j 

, I 

..... '; ~ . .. 

Ge~eral L:',: , ', 
..' 
- .• :.!.' ,-: 

I am ll1eased ", ,to note , thernarked1J.lllprover.lentof ' 
• ;' ". . •~.. \ " ~-::i~.:' ::'. ~:. . ..JJ ' " ': : ' t 

o 

' .. • •• .. : •• , " -.'. • 

, ,J' '3tatiol1s not~ only b~t~" een ' ~the gover'n~1entsof the USF.. 
~ " 

and USSR, ~~t also in our direct relations. I also 
"", ' .-' ',' '.'. ." ',' ,'" " ':" ''' , ' . ': '; ,' ,, ' 

\.... . 

I ,'·, 

. ~ , , ,' ~ , .-:, > 
,ruI1:l:r share your op~n~ol1' that ·OU~ meet~ng ' dur~n:g. your . ' 

,visit. to , GSFG \vas' fruitful' and that ' ollr-liaison'z~issions 
.: . , , , '. ~ . . . 

~ ~issions are truly despicable facts t'1hicil on the \'lhole 
~--...---~~~---""""':""~--:-~--~----:---~....... " 


.I.. ' •contribute not to a relaxatiollof in-c.crnatio!lal i-ens~on,
't 

" :nust :really ' befiee, to : accom111fs' h:t':1Ed~f ,Clss'i,,;nJd ~ t:as};.s 

in 
<..~. . , :. ' . .

i'he 'Sh~ot:i' i1gs: ' of autoil16bii~~bf ,i·-lili tclry l.liaisoll 

, ~; ~' ~ ~ , " 

but.tti its.intcnsificationiregardless of 'the fact to 
" 

who~ 
: . . . . 

. ': :t~lese vehicles belong-,-: l\.."i1eri·::an or, Sovi-it ~-1ili 'Cary, Liaison-
... :-li:3sioilS. i.e see:-.1.S to Hll.3 that. this mu~t be unjer3tood in 

:.hc saBe' d~~]ree no't only by you and ~,ne, 1:,)ut'by all ';"fLilitar¥ 

;.J~rsonnel 0;: ''':;S?G as Hell as U:-3 Ground Fo:;,:ces in ~-J.rope • 

.L am, ':;'i1~re£ore, dxt:;,:e'flely amazed tll..'d: your SJ.bor'..iina'tes, 

lsinq biaseJ ~ata, put ~St personally, in an exce~t~onally 

!f;'; 

.istrust a:lli to'~',;or.sen r~lations jj~t'\..;at~il', '-;,16. .' .... .:~*J.:rv.~. 
~~ . 
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. . ,. . ..... .. .'- ~ . .
:.' ~ ' :> our' ·.:;;·entrie[3 .do not have ' iinY ··instr· 

~ .' 

..~h:~ot a t ~llarmed ' people" ,·;·.1·bU·,. a~ " ail eApe~i(~nced , c;~n'e~:al '~: .:~. 
'. ---.;~~-~~~--~-~--:--..-~-:-- ' " ;. .~. 

" '.... . '{ . . 

·qn·j:oabced11 .unJerst3.n\':f" ,t~~~t· ~ ' : ~301cl;~;;: on hi~ Qost' does " 
.....: , \ .... , '. . . . ' .... : ." ;_ . .' . , '.' ..... .; ..1: .:.: .•.. >" ....~..~ '..~ ' . 

, ~~ .. 

not ~~a6Yl, and cannot · kno:", · ~\~.:'het!l~r · o~. not. ..~ r tr~si"'asse~ ..lnt·o . 

his zU:le ; o£ac'cion i3 armc~~ . " 'B~~au :3e of .this, t!.12refore,. 

' . . 
R~.ssiaI:l if tile t:.ransgressqr does: 'not obey hi~lorder'. · 

1 " ..: . 1 . ' . 

" . . );'-~: 
.~~ .. ",:, " ,, . , For example, you ~..,rite· · · tlla~ 01'\ .- 21. ,)ctober1973 

t • ••• 
.: ' , " . 

, s entry of 
- p -

;ueteI.,;felde • . 

:-ll""'t~,;'\ 1 ; t',· ···· aC'L. or our' : olo~el ' ~urne~ reported ·to you. In• c.;.,... 104.~__ ~, . ~ ~l:: . 

ti 'c became clear ,thd.~ on. that day strvicer..1(~n. l 
. I 

f
~ational ' Papol~~~ ArMY) of the GDR I 

I 
t 

:ondu'cted training on t{.~~ : firipg range in t~'H;.t area. During i 

~ 
• 

:hefirin] there were no incidents relatiny to the detention 

)f vehicles QelO!lsin9 to US;:'lL~l. >lur8over t nonG of ' t:10SG On 

,.' :ile ' range even sa.\{ an!\neriaan vehicle. 

The incident:. oli 2;) October 1973, t-lh~re "a sentry ot 

,.': >:.lle ' GiJR, allegedly, fired scve:::-al bursts cl.t a USllL2'1. vehicle 

.i~ltile ·:;i ty of LeipziS',1I is also no';;' corrcbora ted hy 

investii,atian~ It is entiroly pcssili'le t.L'ldt t.ill.: US ~·· Il..~: 
. J 

- : ~is i:n 
, 

-,).lis in(!LJ,~nt it ~s c01nplctelj inco;';1prenensiDle ho\.,r a 

::.....-:'.. 
•fIt"....... 




r • " ~ ' • .. . 'r -:0:; . - .,,: ' .. ,..: -. ' . .:.. ... '.~~ '1 ' : 

;:~~. ! v- , .,-, ':: ~ .~ - -~~ - ·~~~i~:'·.~,c-~'~ :' -!-' ·;'*·-'I-:'t>,;:,- ~ - : - :: ,~:J' , '-' " .-, -', 

,~~' ... .! '.,.......-...::,0 1 ~ 1... ~ · -. !,:'i"t:- .::!.- . . ( . ' .-' 
', .... . ( , . 

'vehicle could ai)pear ill a terr~ tor'y--\~~li;,;'il id surrounded' - -

;Jallger -.to , life~ ' , -c' ' .' 

,. .' . I - .... . 

'.rile ,incident. of '16 Sel)temb~r. ; 19;13 acfu~llj took ',;:,' {, ,: ' 
" ~ r . : .; 

:)lacc ""lith onl.¥thi~' c1ifier(~nce,;tha t ' t21~ Sovi.=t. "len'cry 


fired i10t at tll~ "VCllicl(~, but'" fire'a:' a w,{rnillg s.1.0b in to 

the ai'r, " although -he hhc1 the right", ~' novlever, to fi:re . ~t " 

.~ .. : I ' :: , " 

the vehicle itself since. US~lLH merabers \-'lho- ~'lere -in 'the _' :' 

vehicie, ha;ing entered ·the~~d~~~~lszorie .of ..resPOl;sj.bflity , . 
• • :<.. j 

.-; i '. .: ' .-:'": . ' . ~ . ~ .~. . # 

did not obey tIle dCfilands of the la_tter and ,bid ~ ' It vlaS ' in 
,

. ."..,; " . ... ~ ~ ~ . . ... -~. 

··tIl'is connection that Chief 'ot -: Staff Colonel-(]eneraf: 'I.E. ~,: 

1",Iajor :-;encral ~JilliCl.m it. Kraft on25 October 1971. In 
" '" 

turn, it W0i.11d. have been proper 
. 

'and advisaLle, it GeC;,l=i, -

to have left the vehicle'in place ,for investi<Jation of 
I . 

the incident hy agencies of the Soviet i~O;l1.i:l3.nJ.aturi~. 

~h~s, 'lo'.J. see, only the improPer actions of iJS:li..:i 

i:le~tbers is the reason: for .ti1U afore~nen tioaeli facts. hnd 

tne i;'lOst 2l.:,lazing is the fae"c that · frc;-,lu..;;:nt. u::lla-,;'ful acticn3 

b~' US:-tL..:'l illel":1bor:3 lead to incidents dircctl:l in a:ce~~s of 

suar~ed objectiv3s. 

under -tne clire(.!t~()n of its C~lief, Cvlonel 'i.l~rner, as never 

I J-large num0e;;r of var iOUfi vio:la tion3 anu i~lcidellt5. , I,.. 

i.:.~lat Colonel r:i:urner is not completely i'Lllfillin,] liis 



. . : 

-bet~.,een .our 

--:. ~ ~~~~.~~:~ 0~~t ~~\l~," '. 
"\ .:' • : . ? - , 

;'
•~ ). .0.. '." ~ 

~•. - " 

.•. ·,··:--""!··· ·"' ···,·.t 

respc:1s1bili ties, "abou't whi-qh th.e Chie;;f 'of Staff, GsrG,
• . - ... '" , -.. r' •. ~ , 

; ... 

~a~ already repcateJly . ~nformed yo~~ Chi~fs of Staff, 

Generals Almquist and Kra.ft·. ~.. ~ ~ "~ . .: 

-. ~'" ''-.: ' .! .' " . 

express the convictiontha'c relations 

COFlrll.<lnds Hill strengti.len and llevelop, .· an~l thaj::. nei ther 

Colonel 'J:\lrner nor ano~l1er persc.:..n . of ilis (:dtegor::, can 

hinder ·theil.~ il-;~provement. 

· ;\ ~C~l.j·t, qeneral, my 

I 

sincer.e cont~itt.'1H.~ntoll this matter • 

.,... 
.Ivanovski 

~. "Ivanov-sky 
General of -.the lirmy 
Commander in Cilief, GS·.FG . 

General ~icha~1 ~. Davison 
Commander in Chief, us 

Ground Forces in 3 11rope 

~-. 
. '. :.,...~,-

...,". 

.,' 



D,EPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARtERS, UNITED stATES ARMY, EUROPE and SEYENtH ARMY 

THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 
APO 09..03 

8 November 1973 

.Dear General Ivanovski: 

I recall that during my recent visit to your headquarters in September 
of this year, we reaffirmed the desirability of maintaining harmonious 
relations between our commands. We also agreed that our respective 
missions should be free to pursue their assigned tasks under the pro
visions of established agreements. 

It is with regret that 1 must invite your attention to a series of three 
incidents within a period of 42 days which appear to be in direct viola
tion of our understanding. 

On 16 September 1973 a Soviet guard fired at a United States Military 
Liaison Mission vehicle near Wittstock. My Chief of Staff protested 
the incident and received the reply that the Soviet guard had acted 
"strictly according to regulations. tt I am sure your regulations do 
not direct sentries to shoot at obviously unarmed personnel. 

On 21 October 1973 an East German guard fired nvo shots at a United 
States Military Liaison Mission vehicle in Gueterfelde. Fortunately, 
neither the personnel nor the vehicles were hit in either of these two 
incidents. 

At 0630 hours on 28 October 1973, an East German guard fired several 
bursts from his automatic weapon at a United states Military Liaison 
Mission vehicle within the city of Leipzig. One round hit the vehicle 
and traveled into the car striking the boot of the driver. Fortunately, 
the driver was not hurt. I have attached some photographs and am 
prepared to have the vehicle made available for your personal inspec
tion should you desire this. 

bthompson
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Such irresponsible acts cannot be condoned. . The risks in terms of 
human life are obvious. The need to maintain good will between our 
commands is too vital to permit individual soldiers to act so irrespon
sibly and use firearms against liaison personne.1 based upon that individ
ual soldier's interpretation of what are 9,r are not the established rules 
of conduct for the military liaison missions. Every step possible has 
been taken to ensure that your liaison mission in Frankfurt has not been 
fired at when they have been in violation of established rules. I am sure 
that you will take the appropriate steps and assure me that the same will 
be done for my mission. 

I regret these incidents have served to mar the excellent relations 
between us and I am convinced the measures you will take, will serve 
to restore these relations to their proper, excellent level. 

Respectfully, 

S. 'DAVISON 
General, USA 
Commander in Chief 

General of the Army Y. Ivanovski 
Commander in Chief 
Group of Soviet Forces, Germany 
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ACTiON COLL' 

GERMANY 

{U} 

73 {U} , 

CONFIDE~ltrAL . ~ 

01 01 3131b3Q PP PP . ccce : 	 091719Z NOV 73 
\...: . 

NO 

CINCUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GERMANY IIAEAG8-CII 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GERMANY IIECJ2-R/I 

INFO 	 AMEMB BONN GERMANY IIPOL MILII 

CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN 

CINCUSAFE .LINDSEY AB 

CUSMLM BERLIN GERMANY 
.' 

CO N F I ·D E Ni T I A L 

SUBJECT: SHOOTING INCIDENT, 28 OCT'73 

A.. CINCUSAREUR MSG AEAG8-C, 021435Z NOV 

. J,. {U} AT 091505 NOV 73, CHIEF, ALLIE}} 'CONTACT SECTION {C/'ACS} 

.DELIVERED THE' CINCUSAREUR PROTEST {REF A} IN" A SEA~ED E!~VELOPE TO 

THE CHIEF,:·SOVIET MILITARY LIAISON MISSION, FRANKFURT {C/SMLM-F}. 

2. {U}· C/SMLM-F STATED 'HE WOULD DELIVER THE'. LElTER TO HIS CINCli 

AS SOON A'S POSSIBLE AND INQUIRE]) IF C/ACS KNEW THE CONTENTS OF.' THE 
. . 

LETTER~ -C/ACS STATED HE DID NOT. 

3. {U}· (/SMLM-f, COL TYUTENKOV, INDICATED DURING THE MEETING THAT 

HE MIGHT BE LEAVING SOON TO "GO 'BACK HOME" it ' ' .: ': . ~ ' ..," . 

4. tC}. THIS MESSAGE IS CLASSIFIED CONfIDENTIAL SOLElY· BECAUSE OF 
. ' 

,THE ,RELATIONSKIP "BETWEEN ODCSI.AND THE ACS."XGDS-2" 
',' . 	 'DEPARTMENTeFmARMY . 

~3.4·EO l29$8: .:: ~ , . '. ' ~ ' 

..Sp.oG SL AvD·..,.. ·..~eClussifY tlDowugradetD'" . '. :z: . ,,'oExe-mpt25X '. ;. Dnte·:-···. ',: . ~ . ', . '0 :'· : . ~. ·O.. N.9~!...... "'~.'"'. J.......~.. ........ <. •.• ' • ..i . ex>
... M .. 	 .. < .. Date.~J-Bl C:':~; ~: : ~ ~ 
. . . .' ............... ; ........... . . ,:'. ' .. :,' . . . ~ : ... ' W,'· 

MANUEL ,LAMONICA~'CPT ,AEAGB-C{GO}~cHBG8'395"" . •.n . ' to 
. '.' .. 	 . ' . N 

R. W. eALL, CO', GS, XO,OOCSI <?' ' , , . : :; <_:,;.~.:. ~~ ..,:;.,:' ': .~ . 
, "'P ..., . 	 • . 

.~ '. COl'~n~[NTIAf'
4 . ' 
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REPEIENCE 01 OffICE SYMBOL 	 SUIJIC1' 

IAEAGB-t(GO) 	 United States Military Liaison Mission (USMLM)
Shooting Incident, 28 Oct 73 (u) 

TO Chief of Staff DAT~ '1 NOV 1971 CUT' 

CPT La~on1calrlh/8395 

(U) This is a decision paper. (NO SUSPENSE) 

2. 	 (C) PROBLEM. To obtain the signature of CINCUSAREUR on approved 
rotest letter. 

3. (C) FACTS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM. 

a. CINCUSAREUR approved the text of a written protest to the 
CINCGSFG concerning the shooting incident (TAB A). 

b. EUCOM approved the level and text of protes~ (TAB B). 

c. AMEMB Bonn approved the level and text of protest (TAB C). 

4. (C) DISCUSSION. The Soviet Military Liaison Mission-Frankfurt 
(SMLM-F) is hosting a reception on. 7 Nov 73 at which US officers will be 
.in attendance. It is considered proper to deliver this protest sub
sequent to this reception. 

5. (C) CONCLUSION. That CINCUSAREUR's protest to the CINCGSFG con
cerning the shooting incident be delivered no earlier then 8 Nov 73. 

6. (U) RECOMMEND. 

a. That the Chief of Staff approve the · above conolusion. 

b. That the CINC sign the letter at RED TAB and return to DCSI 
for delivery 

4 Incl 
as 

(U) COORDINATION. None required 

EXEf'I;PT FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFiCATION 
~; C;H=DULE OF EXECUTiVE ORDEFl. 11652 

E·. ·. · · :;: ~, ': p ·.- ln".J ("AT cr::" KY 12- ) 
.. ; '. :-" : ; I 1,-,; ...... L U \.j • I · · .f\--E------~ -------~----d-----~

D'-C' AC:~iO:::y '--'r' I'r. .d . II t. ..A LI~ )c L U'~.: U ~ \L""UU _____ ~_________ _f'!'-,_l~\;._ _. 

".PLACE. DD '0"" H. EXI.TING .U....LI•• 0' WHICH WILL 8. 
IIIU.D AND U••D UNTIL I FE8 II UNLDlIOON... EXHAUITED. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS. UNITED STATES ARMY. EUROPE and SEVENTH aRMY 

11IE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 
&PO 09403 

8 November 1973 

.Dear General Ivanovski.: 

I recall that during my recent visit to your headquarters in September 
of this year, we reaffirmed the desirability of maintaining harmonious 
relations between our commands. We also agreed that our respective 
missions should be free to pursue their assigned tasks under the pro
visions of established agreements. 

It is ·with regret that I must invite your attention to a series of three 
incidents within a period of 42 days which appear to be in direct viola
tion of our understanding. 

On 16 September 1973 a Soviet guard fired at a United States Military 
Liaison Mission vehicle near Wittstock. My Chief of Staff protested 
the incident and received the reply that the Soviet guard had acted 
"strictly according to regulations." I am sure your regulations do 
not direct sentries to shoot at obviously unarmed personnel. 

On 21 October 1973 an East German guard fired two shots ata United 
States Military Liaison Mission vehicle in Gueterfelde. Fortunately, 
neither the personnel nor the vehicles were hit in either of these two 
incidents. 

At 0630 hours on 28 October 1973, an East German guard fired several 
bursts from his automatic weapon at a United states Military Liaison 
Mission vehicle within the city of Leipzig. One round hit the vehicle 
and traveled into the car striking the boot of the driver. Fortunately, 
the driver was not hurt. I have attached some photographs and am 
prepared to have the vehicle made available for your personal inspec
tion should you desire this. 
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Such irresponsible acts cannot be condoned. The risks in terms of 
human life are obvious. The need to maintain good will between our 
commands is too vital to permit individual soldiers to act so irrespon
sibly and use firearms against liaison personnel based upon that individ
ual soldier~s interpretation of what are or are not the established rules 
of conduct for the military liaison missions. Every step possible has 
been taken to ensure that your liaison mission in Frankfurt has not been 
fired at when they have been in violation of established rules. I am sure 
that you will take the appropriate steps and assure me that the same will 
be done for my mission. 

I regret these incidents have served to mar the excellent relations 
between us and I am convinced the measures you will take, will serve 
to restore these relations to their proper,excellent level. 

Respectfully, 

s. DAVISON 
General, USA 
Commander in Chief 

General of the Army Y. Ivanovski 
Commander in Chief 
Group of Soviet Forces, Germany 
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GERMANY IltCJ2-RII 

AB 'GERMANY 

AlB "GERMANY 

{U} , 

: .' !T - ' . . - ' C,C;t'\JFI ~ r-~,Il ', ','"t'" .' , , ... ,,' . ..... ~ 1. tr~ 
•• J ' 

01 ' xx 3031325PP PP eetc 

. NO ' 


CINCUSAREUR 

USCINCEUR 

AMEMB 

HEIDELBERG GERMANY IIAEAGB-CII 

VAIHINGEN 

BONN GERMANY 

. INFO ' CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN 

CINCUSAFE LINDSEY 

CUSMLM ,BERLIN GERMANY 

CALLIED CONTACT 

CON F' IDE ~ T tAL 


SUBJECT: SHOOTING INCIDENT, 28 OCT 73 


A~ CINCusAREUR MSG, AEAG8-C, 291b25Z OCT '73 {C} 

·{C} ALTHOUGH A W.RITTEN PROTEST FROM THE CHIEF ·OF STAFF, USAREUR 'ro 
THE CHIEF OF STAFF, ' GROUP SOVIET FORCES GERMANY WOUL~ BE THE NEXT' 

NORMAL LEVEL OF ESCALATION, THE PROT.E-ST FOR THIS THE THIRD SHOOTING 
. -.~-- .

INCIDENT SHOULD BE IESCALATED ABOVE THE CHIEf OF STAfF LEVEL TO THE 

CIN'C-CINC LEVEL. '~ A ldRITTEN PROTEST FROM till CINCUSAREUR WILL UNDER

SCORE THE SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH USAREUR VIEWS THESE INCIDENTS AND 

INDICATE THAT THE USE OF WEAPONS AGAINST UNITED· STATES MILITARY 

:LIAISON MISSION T:'()URS {REF A} CANNOT BE CO'NDONED BY USAREUR, REGARD

LESS OF T~E CIRCU~MS"ANCES. J THEREFO'RE, REQUEST IMMEDIATE APPROVAL :Of 

.DEPARTMEN.TO~THEARMY ."' 
~~4EO 12958- - -- - __ 

~ _ 
. r --- :-

. - . -----
o<ISGS ,/ ·1:l~sify-·-9-Downgwde.to-: ..' 

POLAD " ' Q Ex~mpt 2SX ~~ 
. DCSOPS =~;;;1ti ~-: _. . .. 

: 1'-' ,MANUEL LAMONICA,CPT,AEAGB-C{GO},HBG: , . 
.":'" 

ROBERT BENTLEY" MAJ, GS THE ~~N~ APPROVED T.gS MSG 
.t... . ' 

.. ..- .... - - . ~ . ASST SGS, AEAGS, HM 6504 
, i · 

\ 

~~~..~. CON~IJ[NTIAl 

". • 

. 

" 
t.e ' 

{[: 

". • ,' I~.. ~," 

" "'. " 

L 

http:1:l~sify-�-9-Downgwde.to
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D2 XX 3031325 P~ PP eece 
·k 

NO 

I 

J " 
i 
j , 
'j

i 
1 
~ 

.-t 

I 

· _ . . 

!' 

THE FOLLOWING WRITTEN PROTEST FROM THE CINC.USAREU 'R TO , 'THE CINC, .,i 

. GROUP Of SOVIET FORCES GERMANY~ 

QUOTE: DEAR GENERAL IVANOVSKI: 

I RECALL THAT DURING MY RECENT VISIT 'TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS IN . 

SEPTEMBER OF THIS YEAR, WE REAFFIRMEP THE DESIRABILITY or MAINTAINING 

HARMONIOUS RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR COMMAND~. WE ALSO AGREED THAT OUR 

RESPECTIVE MISSIONS SHOULD BE FREE TO PUR'SUE THEIR ASSIGNED TASKS ': 

UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF ESTABLISHED AGREEMENTS. 

IT IS WITH REGRET THAT I MUST INVITE ,YOUR AT~ENTION TO A SERIES 

OF THREE INCIDENTS WITHIN A, PERIOD OF 42 DAYS WHICH ,APPEAR TO BE I .:N 

IIDIRECT VIOLATION OF OUR UNDERSTANDING~ 

~ .' ON 16 SEPTEMBER 1973 A SOVIET GUARD fIRED AT A UNITED STATES 
I 

, I 

'MILITARY LIAISON MISSION VEHICLE NEAR WITTSTOCK. MY CHIEF OF' STAF'F 

: 'PROTESTED TH~ INCIDENT AND RECEIVED THE REPLY THAT THE SOVIET GUARD 

, 'HAD ACTED "STRICTLV ACCORDING TO REGUliLATIONS." I AM SURE YOUR .:. 
. . 

" REGULATIONS DO NOT DIRECT SENTRIES TO SHOOT AT OBVIOUSLY UNARMED ~ 

PERSONNEL. 

,ON 21 OCTOBER 1973 AN EAST GERMAN GUARD FIRED TWO ' SHOTS AT A i':: ' 

UNITED STATES MILITARY LIAISON MISSION ,'VEHICLE IN GUETE;RFELDE. ;': 

.(4) . , " 

• J . 
, 'I 

: " I
• t · 

; , 

f " 

• ' ...... ~ ... , '!7'. . ., . 

• • • ~ I : t,. . 
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I 03 XX 

I NO 

3031325 

., 

I 
i 

! 

" FORTUNATELY" NEITHER THE',PERSONINEL NOR T~HEVE·HICLES WERE HIT IN 
t 
J EITHER OF THES~ TWO ,INCIDENTS. ' . g 

AT Ob30 HOURS ON 28 OCTO~ER1973~'AN ~EAST GERMAN GUARD FIRED 

SEVERAL BURSTS F"ROM HIS AUTOMATIC WEAPON ~:AT A UNITED ST ATES MILITARY 

LIAISON MISSION VEHICLE WITHIN THE CITY Of LEIPZIG. ONE ROUND HI~I THE VEHICLE" AND ' TRAVELE"D INTO THE CAR STRIKING THE BOOT OF THE 
~ 
i, 	 • 

..h .• DRIVER. FORTUNATELY, THE DRIV(R WAS NOT ~URT. I HAVE ATTACHED sdME 
~ PHOTOGRAPHS {DETAILED PHOTOGRAPHS OF BULLET HOLE IN VEHICLE AND BO~OT 
:i 

OF DRIVER}t AND AM PREPARED TO HAVE THE ' VEHICLE MADE AVAILABLE foM 

YOUR PERSONAL INSPECTION SHOULD 
, . 

YOU DESIRE THIS; ' 
I 
1 SUCH IRRESPONSIBLE ACTS CANNOT BE CO~~,DONED it THE ,RISKS IN TERnS 
1 
1 ~F HUMAN LIFE ARE OBVIOUS. THE .NEEDTO MAINTAIN GOOD WILL BETW£E~ 

I OUR ,COMMANDS .IS TOO VITAL TO PERMIT INDIVIDUAL SOLDIERS T'O ACT SO' ':: 

i 	 , IRRESPONSIBLY AND _USE' :- ': 'FIREARMS AGAINST LIAISON PERSONNEL BASED: 

, UPON THAT INDIVIDUAL SOLDIER' S, INTERPRETATION OF WHAT ARE OR AREN;OT~ 
:~; 

i . , 	 'THE ESTABLISHED RIIIULES Of CONDUCT FOR THE MILITARY LIAISON 1IIIf••1
j
,1 MISSIONS~ EVERY STEP POSSIBLE HAS BEEN TAKEN TO ENSURE T~AT YOUR: ~ 

,LIAISON MISSION IN FRANKFURT HAS NOT BEEW FIRED AT WHEN THEY , HAVE " 

B£EN IN VIOLATIO~ OF ESITABLISHED RULES. I AM SURE THAT YOU WILL 

AEAGB-C{GO'} .

..... (J!).. 
";COt~FIDENTIAl. 
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i 
~ 

1· 
~ 

" 1 : " " " "OLf 04 3031325 PP PP ' " CCCC " .. 
1 NO .' . 

I .TAKE THE APPROPRIAT~ '~~EPS AND IASSURE ME THAT THE SAME WILL BE DONE
1 ", 

J. fOR MY MISSION. ,, " 
1 

"j : I REGRET THESE INCIDENTS HAVE SERVE~ TO MAR THE EXCELLENT 
. J 

;,1 RtELATI"ONS BETWEEN US AND I AM CONVINCED THE MEASURES YOU WILL TAKiE, .

""I " 

J WILL SERVE TO RESTORE THESE RELATIONS TO THEIR PROPER, EXCELLENT 
I ' 

I,' , " 

I •••••ilt 
. ~ . 
1 

'I
",I 
1 

COMnANDER IN CHIEF 

"XGDS-2" DECLASSIfICATION DATE CANNOT BE DETERMINED. 

.;.'>.. .. ~ . . <: CONFIDENTIAL 

UNQUOTE 

... 

... . ' ; " . 

:";'1;" "" ", ': . 
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NEX'T -

Rl' SHOOTING 

TO THE : · 

UNDER ' . 
. / 

TARY ~ .i l 
, 

APPROVAL Of . 

l  _ . " 

-," 

; 01 '. 

- , ' 

. ! . 

.. ... . 
" 

021lf35Z . ,' , 

-: ,' .', . . . -, ' , , - ": ,,' - - .. " .. , " '-- 1 

CINC'~SAREUR ' HEIDELBERG GERMANY IIAEAGB-'CII, ' , ','- ",::'- . ''<''· 1 

USCINCEUR- VAIHINGEN GERMANY ' I IECJ2-RI I "" . 

. . AMEM8~BONN GERMANY . .~ ' ... 

AB -GERMANY 

ttNCUSAfE .. t,.:IN·DSEY AlB" GERMANY 

CUSMLM BERLIN GERMANY 

,. ' CALLIED CONTACT SE_C 

, . 
SHOOTING INCIDENT, "28, OCT 73 {U} . 

'- A . -~- , CiNCUS ARE U R . M S G, A E A G B - C, .: 29], 6 2 5Z 0CT . 73 

,-- - ~ 	 {<;}. '-' At THOUGH A - WRITTEN- PROTEST fROM THE "CHIEf OF STAff~ USAREUR 'YO

THE CH'rEf Of STAFF, GROUP S()VIET 'FORCES GERMANY ' WOULD BE THE 
. '. 

" ~ 

,} j : 	 . 

.~ ~ . . NORMAL Lg:VEL 'OF[S'CALATION~ THE PROT,E-S'T FOR THIS THETHI'~~ .~ ' . . ~ . 

~~ . 4 

INCIDENT-SHOULD BE IES~ALATEDABOVE THE CHIEF OF STAFF LEVEL 
- 

CINC-CINC LEVEL ~ '~' A 'WRITTEN, PROTEST FROM 'flf( CINCUSAREUR WILL 

'SCORE THE SERIOUSNESS WITH biH:CHUSAREUR. VIEWS . THESEI~CIDiNTS AND ' ",, ',, ; 

INDICATE THAT THE USE Of WEAPONS : AGAINST UNITED- STATES MIL 
, 	 . ' 

. :'LIAISON -MISSION TOURS {REF A} CANNOT, BE CONDONED BY ' USA IRE~R,I ' LESS OF .THE CIRCUMSTANCES. J THE~~~~~~~MEDIA TE 

~. 	 .; . I~~~A~ --:.~ ·E~Do~~ '.'.'.' .~' , 
":' c: , ])CS.OP~ . . . =~m:if?\ . .:. ' ' .. .~_: ~ 

. ~	 ... . ~__ .. . ;' __.... _ 4 • • _ . ~; 	 . ." . ... _ ao' ,' " ... 

' MANUEL-LAMONICA,CPT,AEAGB~CtGO},HBG 
ROBERT BENTLEY~ MAJ, GS 

.. ,:._ ASST SGS, AEAGS., HM' 6504 

. .' .t:..-, 
THE CtN~ APPRO~ED T~S MSG 

......~.~.: •. "'4:t: .t:':~~ .. ... ,. ~, 1, J.f,'. • .t.:. ..-' 
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', ',HARMONIOUS
I..' 

, 

:~ 

I
(', 

'~i 
,#, 
J ' 
~;f 
(;~ 

~' 

~~~ ,,: : .:1 
, ' \ 

' ~ THE FOLLOWING WRITTEN P~OTEST FROM tHE CINCUSAREURTO THE 
• '. , , • •. .•• • T' • 

I GROUP OF SOVIET FORCES GERMANY. ',; 
. . .... . 

QUOTE: DEAR GENERAL IVANOVSKI: '=., 
," '. , 

I RECALL THAT DURING 'MY ~ECENT VISIT TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS IN ', ' 
'. ' '.

" ' ,.<, 

SEPTEMBER OF THIS YEAR, WE REAFFIRME~ THE nEstRABILITY OF MAINTAINING 
. .' . 

RELA lIONS BETWEEN OUR 'COMMANDS. WE ALSO AGREED THAT "OUR .~. , 
.. 

. . ~ .' ~ .' ' :.:It:~~ 
RESPECTIVE MISSIONS SHOULD . BE FREE TO PURSUE THEIR ASSIGNED TASKS " :

. ,. 

• ' " , ' " 'f ' , " , ,t' 

PROVISIONS Of ESTABLISHED AGREEM.ENTS. ' . , ":' '. ' ' ,,' " " ,);':"11 

,,\, i" ':. " '.,; IT IS WITH' REGRET THAT I MUSTIN'VITE YOUR ATTENTION , TO 'A S[kIES.~r~~:::;~ ..I ~ ~~c. ·.,:·'O~>HREE.INCIDENrS WITHIN A PERIOD OF 42 DAYS WHICH APPEAR TO BE IN","" 

1;.' "i.DIRECT VIOLATION OF OURUNDE.RSTANDING. 

i~ 1.-,; .··, f·'." ' ON1b SEPTEMBER 1913 A SOVIET GUARD FIRED AT A UNITED STATES ;: ' ,i, 

' : , 'MILITARY LIAISON MISSION VEHICLE NEAR WITTSTOCK ; MY ' CHIEf OF STAf~;' >j~
I' ,'PROTESTED THE .INCIDENT . ANDRECEIVED THE REPLY THAT THE SOVIET GUARD. / ', 

, 5: ;:' HAD ACTED "STRICTLY .ACCORD.ING , TO REGUULATIONS." , I AM SURE YOUR . f~:.;': " 
~ . " ~:~ ': .. REGULATIONS DO NOT DIRE'CT SENTRIES TO ' SHOOT AT OBVIOUSL'y UNARMED . .~~! ~,' ~,\. '~" ~ i.; i:.:;~ '"PERSONNEL. ' " " '. < ', ' '.::.. ', ' .: · ',' ',.' , .': )':~i 
(' i .::,::~ ",ON ' 21 OCTOBER 1973 'AN EAST GERMAN GUARD FIRED TWO SHOTS AT A 

I :~ ,-. . • :... . . UNITED' s~~TtS MILITARY . LIA~SON MI ,SSIO~ VEHICLE IN GU~TERFELDE. · ' :: . ' : . ., ' :.' . '. . . . 

... .. " . 
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HAS NOT BEEN· fIR'£"D AT WHEN THEY HAVE ','-; 

ESZTABLISHED RULES. I AM SURE THAT ' YOU WILL 

.' . : . 

" . . . . . - . . 

••2'H#".:i zuazCL4UlW ... .... rh iol7i6it; ,.a=" ~,.:."4WM nc:s::::a ,. . s=?R;J;; . aiz:w_=:PAMOi45iD> 

.~ . fORTUNATELY~ NEITHERTHEPERSON~~EL NOR THE VEHIC~ES WERE HIT IN 
~ ·s . • 	 . ; 

EITHER OF.. TH'ESE TWO ·INCIDENTS. · '.": ." 

. AT Ob30· HOURS ON 28 OCr08ER 1973, ~ AN £AST GERMAN GUARD FIRED 

SEVERAL BURSTS fROM HIS AUTOMATIC 'WtAPON ~ AT A UNITED STATES MILITARY 

LIAISON MISSION VEHICLtWITHIN T~E CITY Of LEIPZIG. ONE ROUND HIT 

.. 
. i ... ·· • 

-r! ' . ' " 

03· ·xx 

·t: .. NO ' . 

"~ 

THE : VEHICLE AND :TRAVELtDINTO THE CAR STRIKING THE BOOT OF THE . . ~ 

DRIVER.· FO 'RTUN"ATEL Y.,. THE 
. 

DRIVER WAS NOT HURT. I HAVE ATTACHED SOME 
, f' 


PHOTOGRAPHS {DETAILED PHOTOGRAPHS OF BULLET HOLE IN VEHICLE AND SOOT 

, .. ( 

O'F DRIVER}l AND· AM . PREPARED TO HAVE" THE VEHICLE MADE . AVAILABLE FOR 
. ; 	 \ ' . " . . . 

YOUR PERSONAL INSPECTION SHOULD YOU DESIRE THIS~ . 

·SUCH iRRESPONSIBLE ACTS. (AN~OT8E tOWDONED.~THE ~ISKS IN TERMS 

OF HUMAN LIFE ARE OBVIOUS • . THE .NEED TO MAINTAIN 'OOD .WILL BET~(EN · 

OUR COMMANDS IS TOO VITAL TO" PERMIT INDIVIDUAL SOLDIERS T·O ACT SO· ·' 

IRRESPONSIBLY AND . USE FIREARMS AGAINST :LIAISON PERSONNEL BASED 

UPON THAT.INDIViDUAL SOLDIER'S INTERPRETATION OF WHAT A~t OR 
;. 

THE" ESTAB LISHED RI·!IULES' OF C'ONDUCT FOR: THE MILITARY L.I~ISON 


MISSIONS • .. EVERY STEP POSSIBLE HAS BEEN TAKEN TO ENSURE THAT 

.4 . 	 , 

.	LIAISON MISSION· IN FRAN,KFURT 


BEEN IN V.IOLATIONOf 


I' 

· 

ARE NOT ~ , 

. 

' .' 

... . . ~ 

. ,. . - . . ' . ' 

Qd?T¥4= i4.~c~.:tAift 13k9iJ>l¥'~ioffq54 ,,#,,,,q::Sij=w::roe~M,,..:;L. i,..~· 
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"" ', 

, , ,: . I ; REGRET THESE INCIDrNTS HAVE SERVED ,TO MAR THE EXCELLENT . 

BETWEEN US AND .1' AMCON'\'INCED THE MEASURES YOU WtLL TAKE, : .~.: . -. 
, , , . 

TO RESTORE 'THESE RELATtONS . TO,· THEIR PROPER, . EXCELLENT 

lilil'il~ , 

;. RESPECTfULL Y, 

l " MICHAEL S.JAVISON ~ 
. ' , 

GENERAL,. USA 

<OMMANDER IN 

I. 
. . , 

. I' 
.. .' . 

- ' . • , .' " : .• fl.i_ \••_--" . ., .~ , 
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~----.~~------------------~----------------------------------------------~D~.POsrnON t. ,)11. CC .. rr.lrjFr:~JTfAL

For u •• of thl. form, •• AR .3~15; the proponent agency I. The Acllutant General'. OHlee. ~ '< A • 1., ..... ~." ~ ~,; it 

REfElENCE at OffICE SYMBOL SUUCT 

United States Military Liaison Mission (USMLM)
AEAGB-C(GO) Shooting Incident, 28 Oct 73 (U) 

~ Chief of Staff ,aoM DCSI DATil t1 IOV1973 CUT t 
CPT LaMonica/llh/8395 

1. (U) This is a decision paper, (NO SUSPENSE) 

2. (C) PROBLEM~ To determine if USAREUR should protest an incident 

in which an East German guard shot at a USMLM tour. If decision is 

affirmative, to determine the level and manner in which the protest 

should be made. 


3. (C) FACTS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM. 

a. At 0630 hours, 28 Oct 73, while photographing East German 

installation 047 and 493 within the city of Leipzig·, East Germany, a 

USMLM tour was shot at by an East German guard. The tour was neither 

in a temporary nor permanent restricted area, but was behind a mission 

restriction sign (Orange TAB A). 


b. Approximately 20 rounds were fired at the tour. One round 
hit the lower forward corner of the left front door of the tour vehicle; 
tore through the sole of the driver's left boot without injury to the 
driver; and penetrated into the floorboard (Orange TAB B). 

c. The Chief of Staff recently protested two similar incidents 

that occurred on 16 September and on 21 October 1973 respectively 

(Orange TAB C). 


4. (C) DISCUSSION. 

a. This is the third incident in 42 days of live rounds being fired 
at USMLM touring personnel. USAREUR cannot condone such actions. 

b. An oral protest from the Chief of Staff concerning the 16 Sep 
73 shooting incident was delivered by the Chief, Allied Contact Section 
(ACS) to Headquarters Group of Soviet Forces Germany (GSFG) via the 
Soviet Military Liaison Mission, Frankfurt (SMLM-F) on 25 Sep 73. On 
27 Sep 73, Chief, USMLM received a written reply from the Chief of 
Staff, GSFG addressed to the Chief of Staff USAREUR protesting the fact 
that a USMLM tour was "photographing a Soviet military objective", 
and insisting that the Soviet sentinel acted "strictly according to 
regulations il (White TAB C, Blue Flag). 

c. On 29 Oct 73, another Chief of Staff oral protest in stronger 
language was delivered to Acting C/SMLM-F concerning the second shooting- .. 

DEPARTMENTOFTHE~Y 

Sec 3.4 EO 12958 ,,,; I' C·l . , \ j ' '" (Ar:.tJ f...B10.:' "'o Declassify Q Downgrnde to I...~ l 0'~:j _ !~= I...,. tl ",~~-\t -- -_ ~ 
t > r.;J t ·1-r.'U If ( ~ ",F ,'.- '" '- r · ~ · ,:~ r· !'-·r '--' .~ . Jo E"empt . t I ... L.;_ ~:\I: ' I . " ·,/1 ~; ~::_~ ,_.-~ ,. ' F,-\ L~ ~ ~ \~'L:--\0;_:; i-!L;l-\ i lur 

DNo .• _~~;.~.. _ S ~-,i4E D lJt E Of= f.: ';. t:CU1 IVf':' :..JRDEH -: !6t:i2 . 
Date ..J.., (~, n T'f. iX~MPYiO ;·-J ,A,TEGi __,RY (~ ____________________~_ J~ N~!r t ;,j t. i·~ i JQ$.CLASS lfY ON LC.l.t\t111..at_-t~__~_~tr.-';.':.1~i~Lt~J1 

RE..LACIS DD I'ORM II. EXI.TINO IU....LI•• 01' WHICH WILL .IE 

IIIUED AND UIIED UNTIL t FE. II UNLDI lOONIER EXHAUST.I). 
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.1 NOV 1973
AEAGB-C(GO)
SUBJECT: United states Military Liaison Mission (USMLM) Shooting 

Incident, 28 Oct 73 (U) 

incident of2l Oct 73 (Orange TAB D). No reply has been receiv.ed 
from this second protest. 

d. Although a written protest from CIS USAREUR to CIS GSFG 
would be the next normal level of escalation, the protest for this, 
the third shooting incident, should be escalated above the Chief of 
Staff level to the CINC-CINC level because: 

(1) The previous oral protest made in the name of the Chief 
of Staff has gone unheeded as re·flected by the two latest shooting 
incidents. 

(2). Rendering a CINCUSAREUR written protest now, without waiting 
for a Soviet response to a USAREUR Chief of Staff oral protest . 
delivered on 29 .Oct 73, would preclude the Soviets from formulating 
a counterprotest similar to their reaction to our protest on 25 . 
Sep 73. 

(3) In addition, a written protest from the CINCUSAREUR would 
underscore the seriousness with which USAREUR views these incidents. 

e. Es calation of this matter to the CINC-CINC l .evel does have 
political ramifications and USEUCOM/Am Emb Bonn approval would 
appear to be required under the provisions of EUCOM Directive 40-18. 

5. (C) CONCLUSIONS. That CINCUSAREUR should initiate a written 
protest to the CINCGSFG concerning the incident on 28 Oct 73. 

6. (U) RECOMMEND. 

a. That the Chief of Staff approve the. conclusion ab.ove. 

b. That .the Chief of Staff appr.ove the dispatCh of message 
at RED TAB. :': . 

Major General, GS 
Deputy Chief of Staff, 

Intelligence 

'~£jj,~ 
6 Incl 
as 

7. (U) COORDINATION. 

POLAD: concur nonconcur J,.;A:.-!tJ"""""'-T'_..;.....4....;;. Dat e______ · l/;..,.;;q~/-.h~4.r:.../-.~~______ ___...........__ 


http:receiv.ed
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VZCZCNPA939 · 

arTeZySw UU1T8[8817 .3012",,,-CCCC --UUFTS. 

ZHY CCCCC 

~ 282045Z OCT 73 

m CHIEF USMLM BERLIN GEI//AEUS-flLM// DEPARTMENT OFTHE ARMY 
Sec 3.4 EO 12958 

TO DeSI USAREUR IEID£LBERG G[RI/A~EAG'B";Cll ' o Declassify 0 DOWDgrad~ to 
Q Exempt 25X ~~-

BT ~:o~r¢e~~'}h 
CON F I D [ N T I A L 


SUBJECT: SHOOTI)fG INCIDENT INVOLVING USHLM TOUR ON 28 "oct 7JiIl ;i(U) ," 


1. ~(·C) TOUR CONS OF MAJ CORCORAN AND SeT BENNY IN V£H::- RR 25'. TOUR 

Jtr[ I P.OTSDAM ,siTTIRFE'LD ,LEIPZIG. TOUR DEPPOTSDAM HOUSE AT 

APPROX 21;8200 OCT 73i1' ,AT APPROI 281630 TOUR WASFIRED ' UPONBy [GA 

SINTRf. AT THE ROAD INTERSECTI ONQFLANDSBERGER STRASSE & .:. 

MO[CKIRNSCHERWEG (US 15959580) ·IN LEIPZIG. 

2. (C) TOUR WAS NOT UMDER MOTORI ZED StJRV ErLL'"iCE J HOWEVER , T HE ROADi 

INTERSECTION IS ADJACEIT TO EG INSeTt 11&7 TO TiME SAND' INSTL .'3 TO 

TIlE' W. 

3. ;(C) TOUR wAS NOT I If A PERMANENT RESTRICTED AREA J TOUR W'S BERI ND 

MRS. 

I&. ~ (C) CIRCUMSTANCE'S: AT ' '1630 HOURS 2SOCTTOUR WITHMAJ CORCORAN 

AND SGT BERNY IN CA'i ' 25 APPROACHED INTERS[CTl'ON IN 'NW S[CTIONOF 

LEI PZIG AT US 15959580 FM THE NE ON MO[CKERNSCHIR WEG. THE AREA· 

APPEARED DESERT'D. SEVERAL PICTURES WERE TAKEN OF TIE IN5TL S OF 


bthompson
Line

bthompson
Line

bthompson
Line

bthompson
Line

bthompson
Line

bthompson
Line

bthompson
NND 76509



I" "' 

PAG:E 2 UUFT-B[1817C 0 NFl D· I: N T I A· t 

THE INTERSECTION AND THE TOUR THENCROSS[J) THE INTERSECTION TO G'ET 

A VIEW OF THE TRAINING AREA TO THE W 0; 'T8[ : I NTERS[CTION. THERE WAS 

STILL NO ONE IN SIG.RT. MAJ CORCORAN OPENED THERIGHl'DOOR ,TOOK 

A FEW QUICK PICTURES or THE TNGA AND THIN STARTED TO TAKE' P-lCTtJR[S 'OF 

THE INSTALLATION ON THr LEFT. AT THIS 'POINT seT BEHNy~'OTICEllANARM[D 

SENTRY IN GREY EGA UNIFORM AND EGA HELMET APPEARING OUT 0F TME MIST 

APPROI' ljQl1 AHEAD MOVING TOwARD THE CAR AND UNSLIN'GINGHISWIAP·0N'. 

AS SGT ( i[HNY STARTED TO BACK ' 'UP, A CIVI'LIAN V[H:;ICL[' PASSED THE INTER

SECTION AND THE SENTRY il RED ONE SHOT ; ' POSSIBLY 'I WARNING SHOT, SGT 

BERNY THEN EXECUTED A U -TURN TO THE ACCOM'PANIMENT OFSEVIRi L BURSTS ' 

OF AUTOMATIC rlRE, ABOUT 20 ctRQUNDS IN ALL, WBIeHWAS RICC'OCHETING 

AROUND THI VEHICLE. BY THIS TIME THE <TOUR CAR wAS HEADING SACKNE 

THROUGH THE I NTERS[CTION. ONE ROUND HIT THE BOTTOM FORwARDCOR'NER OF ' 

THE .LEFT FRONT DOOR, AS THE VEHICLE FISHT!I UD' LEFT) [NTER[D THE C~R, ' 

TORE THROUGH THE TOE AND FORWARD PORT'ION' or THE SOLE OF SGT BEMNY"! ' 

LlFT soar <WJ1THOtJT I NJURI NG HIS FOOT) AND CUT' I MfO THEFLOORBOARl). 

EXCEPT FOR THE BULLET HOLE IN THE DOOR, NO SIGN OF OTH[R 

HI T8 wAS FOUND. BOTH HEM8ERSOFTH[ TOUR ALSO PBSIRV m;' FRAG
-

l£NTS OF COBBLISTOlf[ OR RICCOCHETS.FLYING AROUND THE C'AR, BUT THEY 
) 

LEF·T ONLY ONE POSSIBLE NICK ON 'T IE RI ,GRT "FRONT FENDER. THE EG CIVILIAN 
" 



PAGE 3 UUFTBE 081 7 CON F IDE N T I A L 

CAR WHICH HAPPENED INTO THE INTERSECTION 'lNTHEMIDDLE or TIE MELIE' , 

DID NOT APPEAR TO DETER THE C:UARD ' FROM F;IRlNC:. 

5. (C) TOUR RITURNEDTO WEST ,BERLIN At '281;900 OCT, DAMAGED ' VEH'ICLE ' 


HAS B[EN PHOTOGRAPHED AND wILL REMAI"N GARAGED AT USMLM BIRLINUNTI).. ,: ' 


nNAL DISPOSITION IS DETERMINE}). 


XG'DS- (2). 


IT 


181;7 


" ~ .' .. . 

NNNN h'l tJl~ ' " :e ' ~" f",,- <i, .j" . c it"'· ~ 
" It " • R I. 

~ ~ .I 
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r/ECJ2-RII 

.~ Cbl'~FIDEt~TIAl 


01 ' 02 3021100 PP PP CCCC 	 291b25Z OCT 73 

NO 

CINCUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GERMANY 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GERMANY 

INFO 	 AMEMB BONN GERMANY IIPOL MILII 

CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN AB GERMANY IIINII 

CINCUSAFE LINIIDSEY AS GERMANY IIINCII 

CALLIED CONTACT SEC FRANKFURT GERMANY ACTION ceLL 
CUSMLM BERLIN GERMANY 

C 0 N f I D E N,T I A· L 


SUBJECT: SHOOTING INCIDENT, 28 OCT 73 {U} 


·A. CINCUSAREUR MSG, AEAGB-C 241127Z SEP 73 {C} 

B. CINCUSAREUR MSG, AEAGB-C 2·3l.643Z OCT 73 {C} · 
., 
.~! • ~~} ~~ 28 OCT 73, WHILE 

047 AND 493 IN iLEIPZIG, EAST GERMANY, A USMLM TOUR WAS SHOT AT BY 

AN EAST GERMAN GUARD {EGG}. AFTER OBSERVING THE EGG APPROACHING, 

THE TOUR IMMEDIATELY STARTED TO BACK UP WHEN A SHOT WAS FIRED, 

POSSIBLY A WARNING SHOT. AS THE TOUR EXECUTED" A U-TURN SEVERAL 

BURSTS FROM ANMAUTOMATIC WEAPON WERE FIRED, APPROXIMATElY 20 ROUNDS 

IN ALL. ONE ROUND HIT THE BOTTOM FORWARD CORNER OF THE LEFT FRONT 

DOOR, ENTERED THE CAR, TORE THROUGH THE TOE AND FORWARD PORTION OF 

CONFIDENTIAL 

o 
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02 02 3021100 PP PP CCCC OCT 73 

NO 

THE SOLE OF THE DRIVERS lEFT BOOT {WITHOUT INJURING. HIS FOOT} AND 

CUT INTO THE FLOORBOARD. 

2. {C}P&RTINENT DATA: 

A. NO BODILY DAMAGE SUSTAINED. 

B • . OTHER THAN THE ONE ROUND ENTERING THE CAR NO OTHER DAMAGE 

WAS SUSTAINED EXCEPT fOR A NICK ON THE RIGHT FRONT FENDER, POSSIBLIY 

FROM A RIC.OCHET OR FLYING COBBLESTONE. 

C. TOUR WAS IN NEITHER A TEMPORARY NOR 'A PERMIIIANENT RESTRICTED 

AREA. 

D. THE TOUR WAS BEHIND A MISSION RESTRICTION SIGN. 

E. TOUR WAS NOT UNDER SURVEIllANCE. 

F. . PHYSICAL CONTACT I.~AS N.OT I N\!0 V(1)p. 

3. {U} ADDRESSEES WILL BE KEPT INFORMED OF ACT.IONS PLANNED AS A 

RESULT OF THIS THIRD SHOOTING INCIDENT WITHIN A 42 DAY PERIOD~ 

"XGDS-2" DECLASSIFICATION DATE CANNOT BE DETERMINED. 

AEAGB-C{GO} 

R. W. HALL, COL, GS, XO; ODCSl 

JJJ 
CO~' !FI~fNTL~L . 
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l , 

WH'EN" TH"E" PR~:f~sT ,· ·.~. AS 
D~;C C~r~~OT BE · ;i}~RMIN~l> .. ::; ~ t .. 

;! 
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( '__ 

REFERENCE OR OFFICE SYMBOL 

AEAGB-C(GO) 

SUIUECT 

United States Military Liaison Mission (USMLM) 
Shooting InCident, 21 Oct 73 (U)-

TO Chief of Staff FROM DCSI DATE ~O U'"' I 1~l3 CMT 1 
CPT LaMonica/llh/8395 

1. (U) This is a decision paper. (NO SUSPENSE) 

2. (C) PROBLEM. To determine if USAREUR should protest an incident 
in which an East German guard shot at a USMLM tour and, if so, the 
level and manner in which the protest should be made. 

3. (C) FACTS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM. 

a. At 0755 hours on 21 Oct 73, while driving on a dirt road into 
the East German and Soviet Gueterfelde (Installation 404) training 
area in East Germany, a USMLM tour was twice fired upon by an East 
German guard. The tour was neither in a PRA or TRA nor behind any 
mission restriction signs. Neither the USMLM personnel nor the vehicle 
were hit.A,,<TAB A). ' 

k}Je., 
b. The Chief of Staff recently protested a similar incident that 

occurred on 16 Sep': T3 i{TAB B). 

/ 
~J,,f€--

c. On 27 Sep 73, Chief, USMLM received a written reply from the 
Chief of Staff, GSFG ' protesting the fact that a USMLM tour was "photo
graphing a Soviet military objective", 'and insisting that the Soviet 
sentinel acted "strictly accord:1ng to regulations" /.(TAB C, blue flag) y 

IJ),/{~ :/
4. (C) DISCUSSION. / 

a. The firing of live rounds at. USMLM touring personnel is a 
practiue that USAREUR cannot condone. ' 

b. A Chief of Staff, USAREUR protest made orally to Acting Chief, 
Soviet Military Liaison MisSion, Frankfurt by Chief, Allied Contact 
Section (ACS) will: 

(1) Advise the Soviets that the USAREUR command element has been 
made aware of the incident involving the use of weapons against USMLM 
and strongly objects to this, the second incident of this nature. 

(2) Keep Chief, USMLM from becoming involved in the ' initial 
protest by raising it above the level of Chief, USMLM. 

5. (C) 
Soviets 

L 

REPLACES DD FORM 96, EXISTING SUPPLIES OF WHICt:l WILL BE
DA 1~~~62 2496 ISSUED AND USED UNTIL 1 FEB 63 UNLESS SOONER EXHAUSTED. *U. S.GPO: In! - 471-011 P.O. 13 
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AEAGB-C(GO) 

SUBJECT: Unit.ed States Military Liai.son Mission (USMLM) 


Shooting Incident ,21 Oct ·73 .( U) 


6. (U) RECOMMEND. 

a. That the Chief of Staff approve the conclusion above. 

b. That the Chief of Staff approve the protest at RED TAB 1 
which Chief, ACS will make on hehalf of the Chief of Staff. 

c. That the Chief of Staff approve the dispatch_ of message 
t. at RED TAB 2. 

5 Incl 
as 

".-., ,~,,;>- Deputy Chief of Staff, 
: . Intelligence 

7. (U) COORDINA N. 

concur n9&e8AQVr ~2f~_lJ~~~__~- DatePOLAD: __ __~v~~__~_____ 

2 . 


bthompson
Line

bthompson
Line

bthompson
NND 76509



A DIRT 

( 
[]1 02 29b1SlJO 231643Z OCT 73 

NO 	 I ?~ ;) 3 b J- 1~3 I P f). 9/-o:J1<:

CINCUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GERMANY //A~ 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GERMANY IIECJ2-RII 

INFO 	 AMEMB BONN GERMANY IIPOL MILII 

CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN AB GERMANY IIINII 

CINCUSAFE LINDSEY A8 GERMANY IIINCII 

CUSMLM BERLIN GERMANY 

CON F IDE N T I A L 
ACTION COLL 

SUBJECT: SHOOTING INCIDENT, 21 0lc1 73 {U} 

.A. CINCUSAREUR MSG, AEAG8-C, 2~1127Z SEP 73 {C} 

1. {C} ON 21 OCT 73 WHILE DRIVING NORTH ON 

UU742019 INTO THE EAST GERMAN/SOVIET GUETERFELDE {INSTALLATION 404} 

TRAINING AREA, A USMLM TOUR WAS TWICE FIRED UPON BY AN EAST GERMAN 

GUARD. NOTING ,TWO .GUARDS RUNNING TOWARD THE TOUR VEHICLE, THt TOUR 

OFFICER INSTRUCTED THEi DRIVER TO TiURN AROUND AND LEAVE THE VICINITY 

OF THE INSTALLATION. AS THE TOUR CAR WAS TURNING AROUND A WARNING 

SHOT WAS fIRED INTO THE AIR AND AS THE TOUR CAR WAS MOVING RAPIDLY 

TO THE SOUTH A SECOND SHOT WAS FI~ED IN THE DIRECTION Of THE VEHICLE. 

2. {C} PERTINENT DATA: 
) 

i ·· 
/ .. 
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02 02' 2961500 PP PP CCCC OCT 73 

AJ I 

A. NO BODltY OR PROPERTY DAMAGE SUSTAINED. 

8. TOUR WAS IN NEITHE~ A TEMPORARY NOR A PERMANENT RESTRIC~ED 

AREA. 

I : C. fOUR WAS NOT BEHIND MISSION RESTRICTION SIGNS. 
I, 

I D. TOUR WAS NOT UNDER SURVEILLANCE. 

E. PHYSICAL CONTACT WAS NOT INVOLVED. 

3. , {U} ADDRESSES WILL 8E KEPT INFORMED OF ACTIONS THAT MAY 8E 


PLANNED AS A RESULT OF THIS SECOND SHOOTING INCIDENT* WITHIN A 35 


DAY PERIOD. 


"XGDS-2" DECLASSIFICATION DATE CANNOT 8E DETERMINED. 


. AEAGB-C{GO} 

R. W. HALL, COL, GS, XO, ODeSl 

'" 
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CO. flOEltll l 


. VZCZCNPA915 

PTTCZYUW UUFTBE0793 2950925~CCCC--UUFTB. 

ZNY. CCCCC 

P 2209202 OCT 73. ~ 

FM eUSHLM BERLIN GEl 


TO DeSI USARIUR HEIDELBERG GER//A!AGB-C// 

/BT 

CON F I D,E N T I A L 

SUBJtCT: INCIDENT OF 21 OCT 73. (U> 

1. ee) THIS REPORT COVERS INCIDENT OF USMLM TOUR IN. POTSDAM LOCAL 

AREA ON 21 OCT 73. 

A. PERSONNEL INVOLVED: 1LT KIMMEL, AND SaT PERK. 

B. TOUR DEPARTED BERLIN 201400, INVOLVED IN IMCI DENT 210755, 
~ ~.: , • !" . ' f' :~ . 	 .. .~ 

RETURNED TO USMLM POTSDAM HOUSE 210825. DURATION OF INC! DENT VAS ONI 

r,IN. 	 DEPARTMENT OFmEARMY 
Sec 3.4 EO ut58 
Q DeclassifY Q Downgrade...:-_C. TOUR RTE: POTSDAM LOCAL AREA. 
QExempt2SX ~ 
~oObj~!1{efertoD. TOUR WAS NOT UNDER SURVEILLANCE. 

. Date · ~¥27 By 

E. TOUR WAS NOT BtHIND HI SSION REST!IOTION SIGNS (MRS). 

F. PI:IYSICAL CONTACT WAS NOT INVOLVED. 

2. (C) CIRCUMSTANCES: AT 0755 HOURS 21 OCT 73 KIMMEL/PERKIERE ON THE 

SOUTHtRN EDGE OF THE GUETnFELI£ (484) TRAINING AREA 01'1 A. HARD 
l '11". 	 • 

SURFACE ROAD. TOUR THEN TURNED NORTR INTO THE TRAt.NIMG AREA AT 
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un 742019 ON ~ A DIRT, ROAD. ,THE TOUR PROCEEDED UP THIS ROAD (NORTH) 

FOR A DISTANCE OF APPROXIMATELY 700 METIRS WHERE TOUR WAS THEN 


PAGE 2 UUFTBE0793 CON rID E N T I A L 

ABOUT 1'0 HETERS SOUTHQF A BUILDING ceARDED BY'AT LEAST TWO EGA· 

GUARDS CARRYINGAK AMD DRESSED IN RAINCOATS. UPON SEEING THE GUARDS 

RUNNING TOWARD THE TOUR VEHICLE, THE TOUR OFFICER INSTRUCTED THE 

TOUR ~RlVER TO TURN ARO~D AN.D LEA'E THE 'VICIN;;YY OF THE INSTALLATION. 

AS TaE TOUR CAR lAS BEING TURNED AROUND (BROADSIDE IN ROAD) A 

WARNING SHOT lAS rIRED INTO THE AIR. IHEN THE TOUR CAR WAS TURNED 
* , ' 

AROUND AND MOVING RAPIDLY TO THE SOUTH A SECOND SHOT lAS rIRED IN . . 

THE DIRECTION OF THE ·VEHICLE. BOTR SHOTS WERE rIRED FROM A DISTANCE 
, . 

OF 60~70 METERS. MO BODILY OR PROPERTY DAMAGE WAS SUSTAINED. TOUR 

IMMEDIATELY OLEARED THE AREA. 

XGDS-(2) 

8T 

~793 

- " 

NNNN 
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VzCZCNPA84 9 

PTTCZYUW UUFTBE0727 271071~-CCCC--UUFTB. 

ZNY CCCCC 

P 28071.02 SEP 73 

} 1'1 CUSMLM BERLIN GER DEPARTMENTOFTHEARMY 
Sec 3.4 EO 12958 

TO ODCSI USAREuR l"l EIDELBERG GERIIAEAGB-CII Q Declassify Q Downgrade to 
Q Exempt 2.,~ at .- 

BT ~OO:!~"~Ref~!.to
Date ::J._.£2 B.r. ~~.--

CON F 1 DEN T I A L 
~.,----.:..-

SUBJECT: 	 ADDITIONAL CO'1MENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON MEETING AT 

SERB ON 27 SEPT. 'U) 

1. (C) RECOMMEND ThAT A WRITTEN REPLY BE SENT TO Cl:IEF OF STA F} , 
GS}G STATING ThE FACTS AND POINTING OUT ThAT }ACT n "lAT ANY Sh OOTING 

OF US~ Of FIREARMS IS DANGEROUS AND UNWARRANTED AGA INST MISS ION 

PERSONNEL AND Ti-1E USE IN ThIS CASE OF A LARGE NUMBER O} ROUNDS } IRED 

AT TbE VEn ICLE IS INTOLERABLE. ThE CASE O~F COL SEMIN tS PRA 

VIOLATION Si-~ OULD ALSO BE USED TO CONTRAST W"hAT IS A REAL VIOLATION 

OF ESTABLIShED RESTRICTED AREAS, AN ATTEMPT ON ThE Ll}E O~ TI E 

SOLDIER TRYING TO BLOCK HIS ESCAPE, AND ThE SUBSE~UENT VIOLATION 

, OF TRA}}IC LIGhTS ENDANGERING TbE LIVES O} CIVILIAN MOTORISTS AND 

PEDESTRIANS. TEE POINT ShOULD BE l"lADE ThAT EVEN IN ThIS CASE NO 

USE tvAS MADE OF F" IREARMS. ThE Ph OTOGRAPh Y OF A nMILI TARY OBJ EeT I VE ~1 

CAN NOT BE REFUTED. ThE CASE OF MRS VIOLATION IS ALS 0 BEST LEtT 

UNREFUTED AT ThIS TIME. 

2. (C) ThE SOVIETS WILL PROBABLY WARN ThEIR PEOPLE NOT TO ShOOT 

http:28071.02
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BUT vJILL CERTAINLY NOT GIVE US ANY O?EN SATIS}ACTION ON ThE MATTER. 


r~OPEFULLY ThE NATTER WILL BE LAID TO REST·:AFTER ThE US REPLY IS 


RECEIVED. 


3. 'C) USMLM PERSONNEL ARE BEING ADVISED TO COOL IT OR SEVERALJ; 

~JEEKS TO AVOID ANY FURThER INCIDENTS VJnIC.h ThE SOVIETS CAN USE TO 

SUPPORT ThEIR CASE IN ThE SnOOT ING INCIDENT. PERSONNEL ARE BEING 

ADVISED TO REMAIN A(~AY fROM SENSITIVE INSTALLATIONS, }ROM FENCES, 

AND TO AVOID VIOLATION OF l"iRS IN ThE VICINITY OF l'1ILITARY INSTALLATIONS 

UNTIL ThE SOVIETS hAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO PASS Tr).£ WORD DOWN Tl-lROUGh 

ThE RANKS AND ThE INCIDENT BECOMES hISTORY. 

BT 
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·CINCUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GERMANY IIAEAGB-CII 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN. ~ERMANY IIECJ2-RII 

INFO AMEMB BONN GERMANY IIPOL MILII 

. CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN AB GERMANY IIINII (~~JJJR~ 

CINCUSAFE LINDSEY AS GERMANY I IINC/!J ~? RECEIVED . 
. , / (j) 

~ 4 (1 ' :r \73 
~' • . . . J CUSMLM BERLIN GERMANY 

OIDeSI
CALLIED CONTACT SEC FRANKFURT 

C ON F IDE N T I A·L 

SUBJECT: USMLM SHOOTING INCIDENT, 16 SEP 73 {U} 
ACTION COLL 

A. CINCUSAREUR MSG, AEAG8-C, 2.411272 .SEP 73 {C} 

1. {C} PROTEST. OUTLINED IN REF MSG WAS DELIVERED ·TO ACTING CHIEF, 

SMLM-f, COL SEMIN~ ON 25 SEP· 73 BY CHIEF, ACS. NOT BEIN' KNOWLEDiGE. 
ABLE OF THE INCIDENT, ACTING CHIEF, SMLM-F CONFIRMED THAT IT WAS AN 

ORAL STATEMENT FROM THE CHIEF·OF STAFF, USAREUR, AND SAID HE WOULD 

INFORM HIS HQS. 

2. {C} DURING A MEETING WITH CHIEF, SERB ON 27 SEP 73, CHIEF, USMLM 

RECEIVED THE fOLLOWING LETTER FROM THE CHIEF OF STAFf, GSFG TO THE 

CHIEf Of STAFF, USAREUR: 

QUOTE: GENERAL, ON 2S SEPTEMBER 1973 A STATEMENT WAS MADE TO THE 

I DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

SGS (1Gl}f1 / , Sec 3.4 EO 12958 . 


~.PO LAD \ a Declassify 0 Downgrade to ':-1 c:)
... 

OEmnpl25X ~--~- --J . '. aiNeO~~on. Ref_rio . u . 
. Date f1i.iel-07 By' .1." 

JOSEPH STATER,GS12,IAEAGB-C{GO} cn 
UJ

WINTHROP WHIPPLE, LTC, GS, THE COFS APPROVED tElls MSG 
f';.'.ASST SGS, AEAG~, HM 6504 -(~ 

.::J: -..;: 
~ 

-.2
t __ ~ 
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CHIEF OF THE SOVIET MILITARY LIAISON MISSION TO THE COMMANDER-IN


CHIEf OF THE US ARMY EUROPE ABOUT THE IRRESPONSIBLE ACTIONS OF·A 


SOVIET SOLDIER WHO WAS STANDING WATCH AT A MILITARY POST. THtSE 


ACTIONS SUPPOSEDLY TOO~K PLACE ON 16 SEPTEMBER 1973. 


IN ACTUALITY, THE ESSENCE OF THE MATTER APPEARS COMPLETELY 

DIFFERENT. IN CONNECTION WITH THIS, THE FACT THAT YOUR SUBORDINATES 

ARE INCORRECTLY mINFORMING YOU AND THEREBY HINDERING THE IMPROVEMENT 

OF MUTUAL RELATIONS .AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN OUR COMMANDS, 

IS EXTREMELY SURPRISING TO ME~ 

AS A RESULT OF A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION, IT HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED 

THAT THE ACTIONS OF THE SOVIET SENTINEL WERE PRECIPITATED BY THE 

'CRUDE VIOLATION OF ESTABLISHED RULES BY THE ~EM8ERS OF ~HE AMERICAN 

MILITARY LIAISON MISSION. THE SENTINEL, STANDING WATCH ON A MILITARY 

POST, ACTED STRICTLY ACCORDING TO REGULATIONS. HAVING SEEN THE 

FOREIGN CAR APPROACHING THE POST, THE SENTINEL TRIED TO STOP THE 

TRESPASSERS, FIRST BY SHOUTING IN RUSSIAN AND GERMAN, AND THEN BY 

FIRING INTO THE AIR. DURING THIS TIME, ONE Of THE TRESPASSERS (lImEJ 

CLIMBED ONTO THE BODY OF THE CAR AND BEGAN PHOTOGRAPHING A SOVIET 

MILITARY OBJECTIVE. THE liiTRESPASSERS DID NOT REACT TO THE ACTIONS ... 

AEAGB-C{GO}, 
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NO 

OF THE SENTINEL AND CONTINUED TO PHOTOGRAPH THE OBJECTIVE. WHEN THE 

SOVIET SENTINEL ATTEMPTED TO APPROACH THE CAR, THE CAR QUICKLY 

PICKED UP SPEED AND DISAPPEARED. THE SENTINEL DID NOT OBSERVE THE 

LICENSE NUMBER OF THE CAR. IT WAS ONLY ON 25 SEPTEMBER. 1973, IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE STATEMENT MADE IN YOUR NAME, THAT IT BECAME 

KNOWN THAT THIS WAS AN AMERICAN MILITARY LIAISON MISSION CAR. 

IN CONNECTION WITH THIS, I RESO~UTELYPROTEST {THESE ACTIONS} 

AND·REQUEST YOU TAKE THE NECESSARY .MEASURES REGARDING YOUR SUBORD

INATES TO PRECLUDE THE RECURRENCE OF SUCH INCIDENTS IN THE FUTURE. 

UNQUOTE. 

3, *{C} IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THE CHIEF ·OF STAFF, GSfG LETTER 

DEMANDS NO ANSWER, AND NO PURtPOSE IS SEEN IN€~m~ CONTINU!ING A. 
DISCUSSION OF THE II~CIDEN'f oj USAREUR INTENDS TO MAiKE NO .REPL Y TO TIiE 

LETTER. "XGDS-2: DECLASSIFICATION DATE CANNOT BE DETERMINED. 

" . 

AEAG8-C{GO} 
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DISPOSITION \ ~ORM CONFI::[NTIAl 
For u.. of this form, .ee AR 340-1Sithe proponent agency Is The Adjutant General,'. Office. 

I 

REFERENCE OR OFFICE SYMBOL 

AEAGB-C(GO) 

SUBJECT 

USMLM Shooting Incident, 16 Sep 73 (U) 

DATE ~~ OCT l~l;t CMT 1 

Mr. Stater/llh/8395 
FROMro Chief of Staff DCSI 

1. (U) This is a decision paper. (NO SUSPENSE) 

2. (C) PROBLEM. To determine the course of action USAREUR should 
adopt following receipt of a Chief of Staff, GSFG counterprotest. 

3. (C) FACTS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM. 

a. On 16 Sep 73, a USMLM tour photographing a Soviet SA3j site was 
fired on by a Soviet guard. The tour was not in a restricted area 
(TAB A). 

b. On 25 Sep 73, Chief, ACS delivered an oral protest from the 
Chief of Staff, USAREUR to Hqs, GSFG over the use of weapons against 
USMLM personnel (TAB B). 

c. On 27 Sep 73, Chief, USMLM received a written reply from the 
Chief of Staff, GSFG protesting the fact that a USMLM tour was "photo
graphing a Soviet military objective," and insisting that the Soviet 
sentinel had acted "strictly according to regulations" (TAB Ct blue flag). 

4. (C) DISCUSSION. 

a. Notwithstanding the fact that the USMLM tour was in the 
inunediate vicinity of ' a 1Imilitary objective,1I USAREUR issued an oral 
protest to Hqs, GSFG with a view toward precluding the use of weapons 
against unarmed USMLM personnel in the future. While this objective 
may, or may not, have been met, the protest did serve to notify the 
Soviets that USAREUR does not accept the use of we.apons against USMLM 
tours. 

b. Replying to the Chief of Staff, GSFG 27 Sep 73 letter would 
only aggravate a situation in which USMLM's aggressiveness contributed 
somewhat to the incident. The Chief of Staff, GSFG letter does not 
demand a reply and no purpose is seen in making the incident the 
subject of further correspondence. 

5. (C) CONCLUSION. That USAREUR should make no reply to the 27 Sep 
73 letter from the Chief of Staff, GSFG. 

DEPAKfMENT OFTHEARMY 
SeeM1012HI 
tl DedJ1ssify 0 Downgmde to.__ 

~~t~... ;. 
DaIe~BY~ 

CU\S~IFIED BY Wf;!O$...J 
EXEMPT FROM GENi::Hi\L DECLA.SS! 'FICATION 
SCHEDULE OF EXECUTiVE ORDE:H l16E2 
r-·/l"·~~prON CATE'--ORY ( ., )...::s..: Iv I I, \.j y-~-----j-t~-~--,:--------j---. 
DeCLASS,FY ON CCidl.k1.Ljt~JJ~t!:1}f.1'!J_~ ___ .) 

REPL.ACES DO FORM 96, EXISTING SUPPL.IES OF WHICI:I WIL.L. BE
DA 1~~~2 2496 ISSUED AND USED UNTIL. 1 FEB 63 UNL.ESS SOONER EXHAUSTED. tlu. s. GPO: le72- 47~-oea P.O. 18 


bthompson
Line

bthompson
Line

bthompson
Line

bthompson
Line

bthompson
Line

bthompson
Line

bthompson
NND 76509



AEAGB-C(GO)

SUBJECT: USMLM Shooting Incident, 16 Sep 73 (u) 


6. (U) RECOMMEND. That the Chief of Staff:.
• 

a. Approve the conclusion above. 

b. Approve for dispatch the message at RED TAB. 

4 Incl HAROLD R • . AARON 
as Major General, GS 

Deputy Chief of Staff, 
Intelligence 

7. (U) COORDINATION. 

POLAD: concur n. ~~J5=-~"'}_«~' €r"o,<_i1___~_____~;Qoneur_-'l"'B. · __ ' · - Date 36<::" 73 
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VZCZCNPA819 

OTTCzYUW UUFTBE0697 2610807- CCCC--UUFTB. 

ZNY CCCCC DEPARTMENT OFTIIEARMY 
See3.4 EO 12958 

o 1808052 SEP 73 oDednssify 0 Downgrade te~_ 

~Pt25X 1lEFM CUSMLM BERLIN GERIIAEuS-t'1LMII ~jn,Referto 
.,.~,()2 By' 

TO ODeSI USAREuR hEIDELBERG GERIIAEAGE·CII 

BT 
Caveat removed per USHLH 

CON }' IDE N T I A L dHBl1J1KlmKXUCUSIllHDI1Q9'JrK msg 181435Z SEP 73 

SUBJECT: INCIDENT O}' 16 SEP 73 (U) 

1. (C) Th IS REPORT COVERS INCIDENT O} USMLM AIR TOUR IN AREA t1A n 

ON 16 SEP 73 ,WITTSTOCK SA-3). 

A. PERSONNEL INVOLVED: CAPT PATTERSON, LT COL ChANEY, MSGT 

SF ITZENBERGER. 

B. TOUR DEPARTED BERLIN 161420, INVOLVED IN INCIDENT 161620 , RETURNED 

TO USMLM POTSDAM hOUSE 172030. DURATION OF INCIDENT WAS ONE MIN. 

C. TOUR RTE: POTSDAM, HTE 273, RTE 5, KYR ITZ, STOLPE, hERZSPRUNG, 

DAPENBRUCL, WITTSTOCK SA-3. 

D. TOUR WAS NOT UNDER SURVEILLANCE. 

E. TOUR WAS NOT IN A RESTRICTED AREA. WITTSTOCK SA-3 (U V 277020). 

F. Ph YSICA L CON TA CT WA S NOT INVOL VEn • 

2. (C-LIMDIS) CIRCUMSTANCES: TOUR APPROAChED SA-3 SI TE AT APPROX. 

161615 SEP. TOUR OFF' IeER CHECKED SITE FOR SENTRIES AT DISTANCES 

OF 2 KM AND 1 KMj NONE VISIBLE. TOUR PROCEEDED TO SITE FENCE, 

PHOTOGRAPhED LOW BLOW, AND PROB VISUAL TRACKING STATION. TOUR 
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OFF leER BRACED SELlON CAR DOOR TO SnOOT OVER Tt-JE TOP O} FENCE; 


SAW SENTRY; SENTRY SAW TOUR O:FF leER. SENTRY YELLED "hALT, ZURuECK tt, 


UNShouLDERED AK-47, J:'ED CLIP INTO ChAMBER, .F IRED 15-20 ROUNDS AT TOUR. 


WhILE SENTRY vjAS }EEDING CLIP, TOUR O}F' ICER JUMPED IN CAR AND 


DRIVER BEAT A hASTY RETREAT fROM ThE AREA WITh DIRT lLYING 


AROUND ThE CAR. NO INJURIES WERE SUSTAINED BY USMLM PERSONNEL, NOR 


WAS ThE VEh ICLE DAMAGED. 


3. (C) COMMENT: ChIEF' USMLM INTENDS TO PROTEST ThIS APPARENTLY 

DELIBERATE FIRING AT ThE USMLM TouR ThE SOVIET RESPONSE WILL 

UNDOUBTEDLY BE ThAT WE hAD NO BUSINESS IN ThE AREA OF A MILITARY 

INSTALLATION (SA-3 SITE), BuT ThIS INDISCRIMINATE USE Of WEAPONS 

MUST BE CALLED TO ThEIR ATTENTION. I WOULD SUSPECT ThAT ThE 

SOVIET SENTRY }EARED SABOTAGE AND POSSIBLY MISTOOK TbE CAMERA 

F OR A GRENADE LAUNCbER OR OThER TyPE OF UNKNOWN WEAP ON. 

I WILL CALL F OR A MEETING TO MAKE ThE PROTEST A} TER RECEIPT 

OF GUIDANCE FROM USAREUR. 

XGDS-(2) 

BT 

NNNN 
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• 

~~ 
CINCUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GERMANY IIAEA~~CII 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GERMANY /IECJ2-RII 

CALLIED CONTACT SEC FRANKFURT GERMANY ACTiON COll . 

INFO 	 AMEMB BONN GERMANY IIPOL MILII 

CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN AS GERMANY 

CUSMLM BERLIN GERMANY 

: 0 N F I D· E · N T I A L 

;U3JECT: SHO~TING INCIDtiNT, 16 SEP 73 {U} 

'H [S MS'G IN TWO PARTS; PART I FOR ALL 

' . I {C} 	 ON 16 SEP 73, WHILE PHOTOGRAPHING AN SA-3 SITE NEAR WITT
I 

~()CK, EAST GtRnANY, A USMLM TOUR WAS SHOT AT BY A SOVIET GUARD. THE 

~UR WAS NOT IN A RESTRICTED AREA. FORTUNATELY, NEITHER THE USMLM . 

bl 'R PERSONNEL NOR THE VEHICLE WERE HIT BY THE 15-20 ROUNDS FIRED. 
D . . 
URING THE ESCAPE. ALTHOUGH THE USMLM TOUR WAS NEAR A SENSITIVE 
.r 
~5TALLATIION, THE USE OF WEAPONS AGAIN!T USMLM TOURS CANNOT' BE 
c 	 .
OWDONED, REfARDLESS ~F · CIRCUMSTANCES • . 

~RT II FOR CHILF, ACS '. 

{C} THEREFORE, REQUEST CHIE~T ACS MAKE THE FOLLOWING ORAL 


~TEMENT TO ACTING CHIEF, SMLM-F: 
 DEPART:MENTOFTHEARMY 
Sec 3A EO 12958 o Deelassify (J Downgrade to,__ 


S GS [ lc.cvY 1 
 a Exempt 25X ~at m::
POLAD ~o~"t~ : 
l)CSOPS ~~~ ~~~~--

c.'. 
-u~EPH STATER,GS-12,AEAGB-C{GO}, HOG 8395 	 "'" C' 
rr--....L:

' INTHr~op WHIPPLE, LTC; GS, ~ •...,.; 

.SST SGS, AEAGS, HM 65[]4 . THE CINC APPROVED THIS MSG 


f"..:·W 
0> UI ...... 
--:tJJ C
:J:: 7 .:...~ - ~ 
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QUOTE: COL SEMIN, MY CHIEF OF STAFF WISHES THAT you PASS THE 


FOLLQWING STATEMENT TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS. 


AT 1620 HOURS, 16 S E PTE MBE R 19 73 , AT WITT S T 0 C K , THREE M[ M 8 E R S " OF 

THE UNITED STATES MILITARV LIAISON MISSION ~ERE FIRED ON BY A SOVIET , 
.,' ,. 

SOLDIER. THEY WERE NOT IN AN AREA RESTRICITED TO THE ALLIED 


MISSIONS. FORTUNATELY, NEITHER THE PERSQNNEL NOR THE VEHICLE OF 


USMLM WERE HIT. IRRESPONSIBLE ACTIONS SUCH AS THIS EVIDENCE, FIRST 


OF ALL, A COMPLETE DISREGARD FOR HUMAN LIFE AND, SECONDLY, A LACK 


Of UND[RSTANDING OF HOW FAR RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR COMMANDS HAVE 


. PROGRESSED AND HOW MUCH EfFQRT HAS GONE INTO ESTABLISHING CONTACTS 

AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL. OUR COMMANDERS IN CHIEF AGREED THAT THE US AND 

SOVIET MILITARY LIAISON MISSIONS miW1SHOULD BE FREE TO ACCOMPLISH 

THEIR TASKS UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF ESTABLISHED AGr~EEMENTS; HOWEVER, 

THIS ACT IS IN COMPLETE CONTRADICTION tfTO THAT PRINCIPLE. IT 

WOULD APPEAR . THAT THE ACtORD REACHED BY OUR COMMANDERS I~ CHIEF HAS 

NOT BEEN MADE KNOWN TO THE LOWEST ECHELONS OF GSFG. 

I VIGOROUSLY PROTEST THE ACTIONS OF THE SOVIET SOLDIER AND MUST 

REQUEST THAT YOU TAKE STEPS TO INSURE THAT INCIDENTS OF THIS TYPE DO 

NOT REPEAT THEMSELVES.- THE RISKS, BOTH IN TERMS OF HUMAN LIFE AND 

AEAGB-C{GO} 

o " ...-..... , ("r (' " " ,. ':~ ~ ~- r 
\ "- ....- . ~ ~ .' ..... '", '!.... 
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T~E PROMOTION OF GOOD WILL BETWEEN OUR COMMANDS, ARE TOO GREAT TO 

Al.LOW SOLDIERS TO PRESUME MORE AUTHORITY THAN THEY HAVE. UNQUOTE 

t 1: t til (AI It t e IE t 1 W a ri IE t e f:t'II ~ t {O Wt I BI W;{ nJl~ tiE t f (( t t f e I! t f (} tJ t a iJ ~ t f ~ eJ ~ t t ~ t t t i ,' " 

({~mlruDlitlmt{~l(ftt~i~l!litlilru~'~(I'tttmmmw't[ ttttttttttttttttttttt ' 

3. tiC} REQUEST CHIEF, ACS INFORM ,THIS OFFICE WHEN THE PRiOTEST 

,ftS 	 BEEN DELIVERJED. QXGDS~2Q DECLASSIFICATION DATE CANNOT BE 

DI:TERMINED. 

", i 

. . 
.' 

I . 

[: AGB-C{GO} 

".-- 'r - . -. . \ ... " 
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rpynnbl CIIBSTCKMI BoicK 

B rSpMIHHH 


..?f.ceJ1~;;;;:l 117 3[,. 

Ji ......2.3.7.. ...... 

rOcnO~.H reaepan, 

25 ceHTH6ps, 1973 rOlla Ha~aJIDHmRY Co:eeTcRoi BoeRsoi 

MACCHI CBBSI npm r~aBHORoMaanymmeM CB cmA B EBpone OT 
Bamero HMea. CAeHaHO S8BBHeaBe 0 HRo6BIMeBmBX MeCTO 
16 CeHTJI6pa I973 ro.n;a 6eSOTBeTCTBeHH1:lX lteiCTBIJIX COBe'l'CROro 
c~aTa, CTOHBwero Ha 6oeBoM noc~. 

B .n;eiCTBmTe~bHocTI cymecTBo .n;e~aBHr~ll.T COBepmeHHO 
IHa~e, B CBBSI C ~eM MeHH RpaiBe ~BB»HeT TO~ waRT, ~TO 

Bam! ·no,teqBHeHHHe aenpSBIJI:DHO .H~OpMl!pymT Bac JJ TeM CBMfiM 
n~ngTCTByDT y~meHlm BsalMOOTHomeHBH B BsaBMOnOHBMaHIS 
Me -.:p;y HaIllllMH KOMaH.D:OBaHISMJJ • . 

B peSYXbTaTe T~aTenbHoro paccneltOBaHBa YCTSHOBneHO, 
'qTO ,neiCTBB.fl COBeTCKorOtiaCOBOro 6WII .BWiym:.IteHEWMI B OMS! 1" 
C rpy6eitnmM HapyIllemJeM ttJIeHaMI ABMC YCTaHOBJre.wmx npaBJIJI. ., 

qacoBoH, CTOHBmllHa 609BOM nOCTY, ,n:eAC'fBOBaJ! ·CTporo no 
YCTaBY. YBm.n;eB npl6.JrBEaBmyIOCS R nocTY JlHOCTpamtyID MaIlIIHY, 
~acoBoi CHa~ana OKPIKOM Ha PYCCKOM m HeMe~OM SSHRBX, a 
saTeM BHcTpe~OM BBepx naTaxcs 3~epEaTD aapymBTsxel, O~H 
K3 KOTOPHX B aTO BpeMH Bso6paxcs Ha K,130B MamHHHK Ha~an 
~OTorpa~lpOBaTb COBeTCKli BoeHHHi o~eRT. Ha ~eiCTBHB 
~aCOBoro HapymlTeHH He pearmpOBanI I npo~onEanB SaHlMaTbCH 
~Torpaq,i1pOBaHleM ocYbeR'ra.Kor,na cOBeTCRIH -qacoBoi nOImTaJI-, ~ 

CR nO.ltoHTI K MamBHe, MamBHS 6HCTPO Ha6pana CKOPOC'l'b JJ 

Ic~e3JIa. ·llTo6H .n;0 KOBua BHnOJUiBTb cBoi .n;oJIr, cOBeTcKIA 
-qacoBoi BHCTpeJIB.11 . ellle pas BBepx. O,lUiaKO MamBaS He OCTaHO
BlJIaCb I CKpwIBC:O. HOMepa MaIIIIHH -qaCOBOH He saMeTU. 11 
TOJIbRO 25 ceHTs6pg 1973 ro,na, COrJIaCHO aa.B'BJIeHIIO, c,n;eJIaH

http:BHCTpeJIB.11
http:neiCTBB.fl
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BONy OT Barnero IMeHI, CTa~o 13BeCTHo, ~TO aTO 6sxs MamlHS 

' AMepHK8HCROi BoeHHOB MBCCBH CBSSB. . . 

B CBBSH .C STIM a Bspaaam pemlTeHbHai npOTeCT I npomy 
Bac npIHST,E, .n;OJlatHH8 MepEl K CBOIMnO,IttIIlHeHHI:lM, asnpaBJIeHHSe 

Ha He~onymeHle no~o6HHX c~aeB B 6y~~eM. 

-------. 
B.HKYIIlHH 
r 'eaepaJI~nOJlROBHIK 
Ha~a~DHIK mTa6s rCBr 

resepan-MaAop,y Y.P.KPA~TY Mi. 
HStIaHbHBXY mTa6a CyxOnyTBHX BoicK CffiA 

B EBpone . . 
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DISPOsrnON ·FORM CONFIDE, 
-r-, ~ r 
~ .AL 

For u •• of thl. form••• AR 3.15; the proponent agency I. Th. Adlutant G.neral'. Offlc•• 

REfElENCIOR 0fPICE SYMBOL SUlJeCT . 

AEAGB-C(GO) YSMLM Shooting Incident, 16 Sep 73 (U) 

TO Chie f of St aff paolA DCSI DATE SEP 1973 CUT t 

Mr. Stater/llh/8395 

1. (U) This is a decision paper. (NO SUSPENSE) 

2. (C) PROBLEM. To determine if USAREUR should protest an incident 
in which a Soviet guard shot at a USMLM tour and, if so, the level and 
manner in which the protest should be made. 

3. (C) FACTS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM. On 16 Sep 73, while in the 
process of photographing a Soviet SA-3 site near Wittstock, East 
Germany, a USMLM tour was fired on by a Soviet. guard. The tour was not 
in a restricted area. Neither the USMLM personnel nor the vehicle 
were hit (TAB A). 

4. (C) DISCUSSION. 

a. Even though the tour was near a sensitive installation, the use 
of weapons against USMLM personnel is a practice that USAREUR cannot 
condone. 

b. A Chief of Staff, USAREUR protest made orally to Acting Chief, 
SMLM-F by Chief, ACS will: / 

(1) Advise the Soviets that the USAREUR command element has been 
made aware of the incident involving the use of weapons against USMLM . 

.... ~..-: .. 
- , I 

(2) Keep Chief; USMLM from becpming involved in the initial pro~est' 
by raising it above the level of 9h1.ef, USMLM. 

5. (C) CONCLUSION. That USAREUR should register a protest to the 
Soviets concerning the incident on 16 Sep 73. 

6. (U) RECOMMEND. 

a. That the Chief of- Staff approve the conclusion above. 

b. That the Chief of Staff' approve the protest at RED TAB 1 
which Chief, ACS will make on behalf of the Chief of Staff. 

DEPARTMENT OFTHEARMY 
Sec 3.4 EO 12958 
1,.0 DeclassifY Q Downgrade ~o 1 

iO Exempt l5X - ......-
·¥lNI~~rto
ma:~J-.BY_~----

E·c::r"ilPT fT~C;\:l Ci[:'~:::::Rf\L Dt=CL.L\SSIPICATION 
SCHEDULE OF E)(E·.':::UTiVE ORDEi=i 11652 
EXEf·viPTiON C;\TEGORY (2 ) 
DECLASS:IFY .ON C{~~!~~f~~~~~~~~~~~;~~~~;'~~~~~) 

I'EB I. UNLaa SOONE" EXttAUSTED. 
".ftLACa DD 1'0"11 H. EXISTING SUPftLIE. 01' WHICH WILL BE 
IIIUED AND USED UNTIL t 
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AEAGB-C(GO)

SUBJECT: USMLM Shooting Incident, 16 Sep 73 (U) 


c. That the Chief of Staff approve the message at RED TAB 2 
notifying interested agencies of the protest. 

\~\'). /J('
~ , ' '' : t::. ~ 

/'/.~ 

r 
( HAROLD R. AARON 

Major General, GS 
Deputy Chief of Staff, 

~ Intelligence 
. 

i.' 

' ~+i-::_;'(..;...(_~~_Date etc as t;{/T; ~f3 
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.CO~"'~FI: [I'JTiA' 


01 XX 2620745 PP PP <::CCC 	 241127Z SEP 73 


NO 	 IIAEA~CINCUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GERMANY 	 . 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GERMANy IIECJ2-RII 

CALLIED CONTACT SEC FRANKFURT GERMANY ACTION ceLL .. 

INFO AMEMB BONN GERMANY IIPOL MILII 

CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN AS GERMANY 
I · 

CUSMLM BERLIN GERMANY 

..	C 0 NFl DEN T I A L 


SUBJECT: SHOOTING INCIDEiNT, 16 SEP 73 {U} 


THIS MSG IN TWO PARTS; PART I FOR ALL 


1.~ {C} ON 16 SEP 73, WHILE PHOTOGRAPHING AN SA-3 SITE NEAR WITT~ 

I ; 

" . STOCK, ' EAST GERMANY, A USMLM TOUR WAS SHOT AT BY A SOVIET GUARD. THE 

TOUR WAS NOT IN A RESTRICTED AREA. FORTUNATELY, NEItHER THE USMLM 

TOUR PERSONNEL NOR THE VEHICLE WERE HIT BY THE 15-20 ROUNDS FIRED I 

DURING THE ESCAPE. ALTHOUGH THt USMLM TOUR WAS NEAR A SENSITIVE 

INSTALLATI!ON, THE USE OF WEAPONS AGAINST USMLM TOURS CANNOT BE 

CONDONED, REGARDLESS OF CIRCUMSTANCES. 

PART II fOR CHIEf, ACS 

2. {C} THEREFORE, REQUEST CHIEF, ACS MAKE THE FOLLOWING ORAL 


STATEMENT TO ACTING CHIEF, SMLM-F:' DEPARTMENT OFTHE ARMY 

Sec 3.4 EO 12958 o Declassify Q DowDgrade to__ 

SGS C /c,ti''I I QExempt 25X ~ 
POLAD 
DCSOPS 	 ~~1btRefe~;~ 

. , 
". c.,... 

mJOSEPH STATER,GS-12,AEAGB-C{GO}, HBG 8395 	 -0 0 . 
~WINTHROP WHIPPLE, LTC, GS, ~ .. 


ASST SGS, AEAGS, HM 6504 THE CINC APPROVED THIS MSG ,,-;
!w ; 
:0 	 at ...... . 

CO. . ...,i 
t\ .~.!FIT--

.. 
. 

l;._
;~

. . 
,.. 

" 
!T! 

j A... r ~ ~ :, _ ~ : ..... ::z:: ~7
-.l 
~ 

~ 	 . · ···~~,·pt 
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02 XX 2620745 PP PP ecce SEP 73 

NO 

QUOTE: COL SEMIN, MY CHIEf Of STAff WISHES THAT YOU PASS THE 

fOLLOWING STATEMENT TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS. 

AT 1620 HOURS, 16 SEPTEMBER 1973, AT WITTSTOCK, THREE MEMBERS' Of 

THE UNITED STATES MILITARY LIAISON MISSION WERE fIRED ON BY A SOVIET 

SOLDIER. THEY WERE NOT IN AN AREA RESTRICITED TO THE ALLIED 

MISSIONS. fORTUNATELY, NEITHER THE PERSONNEL NOR THE VEHICLt Of 

USMLM WERE HIT. IRRESPONSIBLE ACTIONS SUCH AS THIS EVIDENCE, fIRST 

Of ALL, A COMPLETE DISREGARD FOR HUMAN LIFE AND, SECONDLY, A LACK 

Of UNDERSTANDING Of HOW fAR RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR COMMANDS HAVE 

PROGRESSED ·AND HOW MUCH EfFORT HAS GONE INTO ESTABLISHING CONTACTS 

AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL. OUR COMMANDERS IN CHIEF AGREED THAT THE US AND 

SOVIET MILITARY LIAISON MISSIONS .'11SHOULD BE FREE TO ACCOMPLISH 

THEIR TASKS UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF ESTABLISHE~ AGREEMENTS; HOWEVER, 

THIS ACT IS IN COMPLETE CONTRADICTION 'fTO THAT PRINCIPLE. IT 

WOULD ApPEAR THAT THE ACCORD REACHED BY OUR COMMANDERS IN CHIEF HAS 

NOT BEEN MADE KNOWN TO THE LOWEST ECHELONS Of GSFG. 

I VIGOROUSLY PROTEST TH~ ACTIONS OF THE SOVIET SOLDIER AND MUST 

REQUEST THAT YOU TAKE STEPS TO INSURE THAT INCIDENTS OF THIS TYPE DO 

NOT REPEAT THEMSELVES. THE RISKS, BOTH IN TERMS Of HUMAN LIFE AND 

AEAGB-({GO} 
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i 
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D3 D3 2620745 PP PP CCCC SEP 73 

NO 

THE PROMOTION OF GOOD WILL BETWEEN OUR COMMANDS, ARE TOO GREAT TO 

ALLOW SOLDIERS TO PRESUME MORE AUTHO,RITY THAN THEY HAVE. UNQUOTE 

iii.t(ll(ll(lllll(ltflm~l€t.ill~I.'lIEIE(€tiftllr'~ll.IlreW_llilili 

(.mml.lllli~l(.ilftl'illlllll'l~e'llirilllll~.tllllillllllllillliilii 

3. '{C} REQUEST CHIEF, ACS INFORM THIS OFFICE WHEN THE PRiOTEST 

HAS 	 BEEN DELIVER'ED. VXGDS-2 V DECLASSIFICATION DATE CANNOT BE 

DETERMINED. 

AEAGB-C{GO} 


r- ,- ~ \ r - ~;- \ -- '\ fl . -,", ~ ~ 
, 	 " ' '''\ 
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DEPARTMENT OF THEARMY 
Bee 3.4 EO 12958 
C Dedassify 0 Downgrude 10,__i Exempt lSX ~ '. 

VZCZCNPAI.~ · O:~~:F .. :;; 
PTTCZYUW UUFTBE072' 2~i222~-CCet--uUFT~;~ 

VlY eccec 

p 272215Z SIP 73 

FIi CUStW1 BERLIN (itR 

TO (l)CSl USAU\JR hEIDElBERG GErvtAU'B-~t :1 ., 

BT 

CON F I D [ N T 1 A 1. II C;t1ON ONE ACTION COL~-
SUBJEcta MEITIN' AT SERB ON 27 SIP. ,34-1 ~) (U) 

1. 'C) GINERA1.. ChIEF AND DIP ChIEf USMl.··· "£T WITn ChIE AND D[P 

ChlEI SER~ AND SIRB INTERPRETER LT YEG I·JOV AT SERB ON TliURSDA Y 

27 SEP ,ROM 16e0 TO 1630 hiS. ThI MtITINa WAS REQUESTID B¥ SERB. 

SUBJECts llISCUSSED WERE, (1) StiOOTIN; I . !DINT IN VICINITY WiTT

srOCK AND CIS, C:SF'G WRITtEN COUNTER PR : T TO CIS; USAR£UR, (2) 

LET1'[R or APPRECIATION F' OR SOVIET MUSEUH ,.VlSlT, (3) EXPRESSION 01 

APPRECIATION lOR fLOWERS PRISEN. 1;J)~ .At C SING POINT BY SOVIET 

CCIDIANDANT, .(4) PAil IICHANCi'; ,,) IG DlRLOYEIS NIIJ)ID, AND (6) 
t' 

STATUS OF REQUEST FOR KITChEN EQuIPMENT PAIR Oli MIRROR, ETC. 

2. 'C) BACKGROUND. SER~ CONtACTID PJ)O AT ~12_5 hiS AND REQUESTED I1IttIN(; 
. i . 

iT 1.~. Chl[~ usttat Rf.PLIQ) THAT E CW~ NOT BE AVAILABLE UNTIL 
-:- .. jt 

16i0 hRS. TIME. A;iEED • 

.). 'C) HIET It«: • 

A. METTING BECAN AS USUAL WIth Lt Y£Goaof ESCORtING us REPS uPSTAIRS 

to "EETING .GIIt WhERE ChIl, AND 
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hIe WAS NOThl 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
Sec 3A EO 12958 
Q DeclaSsify Q Dowognade to____ 

qBlemptlSX ~ 
vz CZCIfPA 848 C~::.r--

PTTtztuw UUFTBb726 27ti2220-CCCC--UUI11 :' 

2NY tCCCC 

p 21221'Z sIP 73 

iI'S cu "LIt !IILIN GEl . 
TO cmOSl USAREuR hl1J)El-eERG GER././AUGB... C~I . 

BT 

CON F 1 DIN T 1 A L fINAL SECTIONS 0 . TWO SECTIONS 

CHIEF sEia rRIED TO ChANCE TtiE SUBt/... CT, POINTING ~T ThAT THE 

USItUt OFFICERS HAD VIOUTED REGULATIONS., .: nAD DURICiARDED lND VIOLATED 

TItE NTluctlONS or A SOVIET Sou)lER ,OR .HIH TO hA1.T. ~hlEF USH1Jt 
., ~. 

SAID THAT ThOSE WEIE COOD POINtS WhICb SfiQJ1.J) APP1.Y TO All AND tHAT 
'J 

thill WAS NONE OThlR THAN thE DIP C lEF .OF S!UJt VIOl.ATINC Horn INC 
j 

us tHAN A PIIMAIfINT IESTJllCUD AREA AN NOT QN!.Y VIOUTINf; Th[ 

ORDEI OF us MIJ;lTAty 110 hALT, BuT INDE ' ATT£HPtlNG TO RUN OVER ThE 

HAN IN WHAt CAN BI t. TED MURI)ER. E POINTED 

aIT thAI EVEN IN UCn A p.aOVOCATIVE ACT·, SUCh AS A PiA VIOLAT. 

AND A thRUT to tHI l:UE or A U SO~DID"; TliE US PERSONNEl. DID NOT 
. . 

" FIlE WIth E~N A IAbite 1(011) • ." COUL» BE CONtRASTED WITl1 

THE ACTIONS Of' lRRESPONllB1.E SOVIET 

gar DS AT tHI us PElION G i ,HORr 0, 

A I:J) IIU DIR. CtilU aar. STILL · DI:R IN ThI FAct, STRESSD) 

A;AI THAt til DJD NOT KNOW Oi riiE INCIDE AND ThAT hI DIDN'T KNaM 

HI 
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T 

T THAT SUCK A U CI MUIIPI r 

T AID AT TIl .....I!' 

AND 

MnJ·l~ 2) 

ALL! 

IT 

.,11 
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GERMANY IIECJ2-RII 

AS GERMANY 

ACTION cell.. 

I. 

~ .' 

01 	 02 2971600 PP 'PP ccce 2b1325Z OCT 73 

NO 	

I@.;JCINCUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GERMANY 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN 

CALLIED CONTACT SEC 

INFO 	 AMEMB BONN GERMANY 


CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN 


CUSMLM BERLIN GERMANY 


CON F IDE N T I A L 

SUBJECT: SHOOTING INCIDENT, 21 OCT 73 {U} 
l.-. .. 

A. 	 CINCUSAREUR MSG, AEAG8-C, 231643Z OCT 73, i~I~[ifi"i"*~[i{C}. 

1. {C} THE USE OF WEAPONS AGAINST ' USMLM TOURS {REF A} CANNOT BE 

CONDONED, REGARDLESS OF CIRCUMSTANCES; THEREFORE, REQUEST CHIEF, ACS 
. :~ 

MAKE THE FOLLOWING ORAL STATEMENT TO ACTING CHIEF, SMLM~F: 

QUOTE: COL SEMIN, MY CHIEF OF STAFF WISHES THAT YOU PASS f~E FOLLOW

ING 	 STATEMENT TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS. 

AT 0755 HOURS, 21 OCT 73, AT GUETERFELDE, TWO MEMBERS OF THE 

UNITED STATES MILITARY LIAISON MISSION WERE FIRED ON BY AN EAST 

GERMAN GUARD. FORTUNATELY, NEITHER THE PERSONNEL NOR THE VEHICLE 

OF USMLM WERE HIT. THIS IS THE SECOND INCIDENT OF SHOOTING AT USMLM 

PERSONNEL IN 35 DAYS AND INDICATES, ABOVE ALL, A COMPLETE LACK OF 

DEP~£MENTOFTHEARMY
SGS/ 	 Sec 3A EO 12958 C) 

·POLAD . Q DecJassifYCI Downgrade to . 
oExempt 2SX Date--

~'1t101er~;a-r 
:'&:2

MANUEL LAMONICA,CPT,AEAGB-C{GO},HB( . ~ 
WINTHROP WHIPPLE, LTC, GS, U .

THE CINC APPROVED T~ MSGASS! SGS, AEAGS, HM 6504 	 q 

C 
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02 02 2971600 PP PP CCCC OCT 73 

NO 

RESPECT FOR HUMAN LIFE AND A TOTAL DISREGARD OF MY PROTEST OF 25 

SEPTE ~1 B E R 19 73 • I WAN T TOR E I l' ERA TE'f HAT 0 U Reo M tl AND E R SIN CH I.E F 

AGREED THAT US AND SOVIET MILITARY LIAISON MISSIONS SH~ULD BE FREE TO 

ACCOMPLISI~ THEIR TASKS UNDER THE PROVISIONS'OF ESTABLISHED' AGREE

THIS PRINCIPLE. 

. I VIGOROUSLY PROTEST THE ACTIONS OF THE EAST GERMAN PERSONNEL . . 

INVOLVED AND REQUEST THAT STEPS BE TAKEN TO INSURE THAT INCIDENTS OF 

THIS TYPE ARE NOT REPEATED. FURTHER, I HOLD THE GROUP OF SOVIET 

FORCES GERMANY RESPONSIBLE SHOULD ANY INJURY ACCRUE TO USMLM s~~!erum 

PERSONNEL OR DAMAGE TO PROPERTY AS A RESULT OF. UNDI€SCIPLINED, 

IRRESPONSIBLE ACTIONS OF THE EAST GERMANS. UNQUOTE. 

2. {C} REQUEST CHIEF, ACS INFORM THIS OFFICE WHEN THE PROTEST HAS 

BEEN .DELIVERED • "XGDS-2" DECLASSIFICATION DATE CANNOT BE DETERMINED. 

AEAGB-C{GO} 
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•.. ' · 7 " .

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY ... . 
HEADQUAITERS, UNtHO.JJATESARMY. EUROPE aii,d S~EN1H AIMY 


,"E COMMANDER IN CHIEF 


. APO 09403 


-
8 November 1973 

.Dear General Ivanovski: 

I recall that during my recent visit to your headquarters in September 
of this year, we reaffirmed the desirability of maintaining harmonious 
relations between our commands. We also agreed that our respective 
missions should be free to pursue their assigned tasks under the pro
visions of established agreements. 

It is with regret that I must invite your attention to a series of three 
incidents within a period of 42 days-which appear to be in direct viola
tion of our understanding. . 

On 16 September 1973 a Soviet guard fired at a United States Military 
Liaison Mission vehicle near Wittstock. My Chief of Staff protested 
the incident and received the reply that the Soviet guard had acted 
"strictly according to regulations." I am sure your regulations do 
not direct sentries to shoot at obviously unarmed personnel. 

On 21 October 1973 an East German guard fired two shots at a United 
States Military Liaison Mission vehicle in Gueterfelde. Fortunately, 
neither the personnel nor the vehicles were hit in either of these two 
incidents. 

At 0630 hours on 28 October 1973, an East German guard fired several 
bursts 'from his automatic weapon at a United states Military Liaison 
Mission vehicle within the city of Leipzig. One round hit the vehicle 
and traveled into the car striking the boot of the driver. Fortunately, 
the driver was not hurt. I have attached some photographs and am 
prepared to have the vehicle made available for your personal inspec
tion should you desire thi s. 

I . 
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Such irresponsible acts cannot be condoned. The risks in terms of 
human life are obvious. The need to maintain good will between our 
commands is too vital to permit individual soldiers to act so irrespon
sibly and use firearms against liaison personnel based upon that individ
ual soldier~s interpretation of what are pr are not the established rules 
of conduct for the military liaison misslons. Every step possible has > 

been taken to ensure that your liaison mission in Frankfurt has not been 
fired at when they have been in violation of established rules. I am sure 
that you will take the appropriate steps and assure me that the same will 
be done for my mission. 

I regret these incidents have served to mar the excellent relations 
'between us and I am convinced the measures you will take, will serve 
to restore these relations to their proper,. excellent level. 

Respectfully, 

S. 'DAVISON 
General, USA 
Commander in Chief 

General of the Army Y. Ivanovski 
Commander in Chief 
Group of Soviet Forces, Germany 

2 



