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THIS MONTH' S WORLD

that kick bass and put a magnifying glass up to fine detail. Read shouldn’t have a sound, but they do. They are
about their new ‘starter system’ on page 6. supposed to be passive - but are they heck! I've
found that cables were causing us computer problems at
Hi-Fi World, doubtless due to reflections back down
misterminated or mismatched lines. Audio signal cables
don’t just suffer these effects though.

The materials used in their construction colour the
sound in a predictable manner. For example, listeners

@ Naim have become famous for punchy sounding amplifiers C ables are frustrating. Simple theory says they

® The flavour of a valve amplifier is combined with the
convenience of solid-state in John Shearne’s new Phase 2 and
Phase 3 Reference amplifiers, enthusiastically reviewed by
Dominic Todd on page 20.

o We've a light-hearted but wry look at high fidelity from A to consistently describe silver interconnect leads as having
Z on page 23. written from experience in the industry. Many a a particularly bright and clear upper midrange and
true word is spoken in jest, they say. treble quality. Loudspeaker cables have an even more

critical task, carrying heavy peak currents of eight amps
or so. They can affect sound quality to a significant

® Equipped with the now-decent ATRAC 4 data reduction degree, as Jon Marks found out this month. If possible,
system, MiniDisc players are looking good. How does try and get demos of cables within your system before
Kenwood's latest compare to cassette! Turn to page 3| and buying, because this is a complex and unpredictable area
find out. of high fidelity, yet an influential one too.

Noet Reyowoad, Editor

TEST EQUIPMENT Hi-Fi Warld has its own advanced test LISTENING ROOM

ATED BY MG ACE

IN THE MAY ISSUE

Here are some of the goodies we hope to unveil in the next issue:

ROSE STION AMPLIFIER POLK PSWIS0 SUBWOOFER DENON DRA-275RD
It's an integrated |im, but not as we Swelling the ranks of subwooferdom is If stacks of black boxes littering the living
know it. Rose Industries’ Scion is a two-  Polk’s new £500 PSW |50, with its 10in. room isn't your idea of domestic hi-fi
box affair which positions power supply driver and 200W internal power bliss, cut down on cases and
and output stage in one box, while amplifier. Boom-box or serious interconnects with a receiver. We lend
sensitive input electronics reside in their  subwoofer, we give you the low-down in  an ear to Denon’s DRA-275RD, priced
own case. May. modestly at £200.

GOLDRING XL-VX MC LOVDSPEAKER CABLE
CELESTION A3 CARTRIDGE GROUPTEST Il
LOUDSPFEAKERS Calling all vinyl fans - if you're a bit Still looking to add the elusive sonic icing
We went to the top of Celestion’s new serious about the replay of your black to your system? Find out about the
A Series to bring you the £1800 A3s. If plastic discs, tune in next month as we signatures of loudspeaker cables and
you like the power of big 'speakers, find  ride the groove with Goldring’s latest what they can do for your system as we
out how the A3s perform in May. Moving Coil cartridge, the £500 XL-VX. interview some quality cable candidates.

HI-FI WORLD APRIL 1997 n
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THIS MONTH'S REVIEWS

SHEARNE PHASE 2 AND PHASE 3
REFERENCE AMPLIFIERS 20
The Phase 2 integrated and Phase 3 power went
down a treat at Hi-Fi World in previous
incarnations. Now they've been tweaked to
upgrade their sound, Dominic Todd takes a
shine to them.

GAMMA AEON MONOBLOCKS
49
Brightest of the bottles glowing atop the Aeons’
chassis is the 211 valve. Jon Marks warms to
single-ended feedback-free triode power.

CASSETTE DECK

TEAC V-610 39
With an asking price of only £100, the V-610
looks like it could be a bargain in the making.
Find out if it’s hi-fi as we know it with Noel
Keywood.

VINYL

GRADO PRESTIGE SILVER
CARTRIDGE 37
Priced at £120, the Prestige Silver mounts a
direct challenge to Goldring's sterling 1042. Can
it succeed?

TECHNICS SL-1200LTD 50
25 years on and the SL-1200 record deck is still
going strong. With a new black lacquer and gold-
plate look, is the SL-1200LTD worth its £1000
price tag though?

TANNOY D300 13
We rendezvous with Tannoy’s brand new £1000
floorstanders, the slim Definition Series D300s,
to find out if they cut the sonic mustard.

TDL NUCLEUS |1 AND
GALE MINI
MONITOR 28
So you’re looking to round
off your first system with a
decent pair of
loudspeakers, but you've
only got £60 to lavish on

them. Hard cheese? | think
not, opines Jon Marks.
MISSION 751

FREEDOM 35

The 751 Freedoms now

boast a fabric dome tweeter to

partner their polypropylene mid/bass
driver. Nick Tate thinks they’re a bit of alright.

TUNER

SONY ST-SA3ES 41
If you've already surfed the Internet, you should
try moving on to the ether with Sony's £250
ST-SA3ES tuner, thinks Eric Brathwaite.

KENWOOD DM-7090 31
MiniDisc looks to have potential as cassette’s
successor. We find out how Kenwood's DM-
7090, fresh off the production line, sounds.

COMPACT DISC

DENON DCD-425 55
Is Denon's latest destined to survive in the
harsh world of budget CD players? Find out
with Eric Braithwaite.

WORLD VERDICT

= OUTSTANDING - Superb sound,
"~ something we'd use ourselves.

GOOD - Has strong merit. Well
worth an audition,

ADEQUATE - Mediocre in several
areas. May be worth auditioning.

POOR - Seriously flawed. Not
worth considering.

HI-FIi WORLD



NEXT ISSUE 3
We reveal which hi-fi worthies will be making up
the next issue.

NEWS 7
Read all about it as it happens, with the latest on
components and industry trends.

READERS’ LETTERS 42
This month, we take a look at the origins of
Motional Feedback and help solve your system
problems.

COLUMNS 53,61, 64
Messrs Keywood, Todd and Price share their hi-fi
show experiences and look to the future prime
movers in the industry.

HI-Fl WORLD LIBRARY 58
Running the gamut from valves and transistors to
drivers and cabinets, the World library positively
buiges with written-word inspiration.

WORLD BUYING GUIDE 69
Three pages that'll help you get straight to hi-fi
heaven, with a listing of all the best components.

MEET YOUR MAKER 73
Take one large bag of bits and a metal case, and
voila! These are the magicians who conjure with
electronics.

HI-F1 WORLD KITS 74
With high quality valve amplifiers and
loudspeakers on offer, Hi-Fi World can help you
sate your soldering iron and seduce your ears.

SPECIALIST HI-Fl DEALERS 78
If the kit of your dreams is proving elusive, try
speaking to the people in the know.

DIAL-A-DEALER 89
Once the choice has been made, the only thing
left to do is saunter down to your nearest dealer
and hand over the readies.

MUSIC

ROCK AND POP
RECORD OF THE MONTH:
Placebo - Placebo

DANCE /| AMBIENT 24
RECORD OF THE MONTH: Various, Unived
Dance - The Designer Collection

JATZ REVIEWS

CLASSICAL REVIEWS
RECORD OF THE MONTH:
Giuseppe Verdi - Don Carlos

HI-FI WORLD

MEASURED PERFORMANCE
Resident electronic surgeon Noel Keywood
opens up this month’s patients to take a peek at
how they perform on the operating table.

103

READERS’ CLASSIFIED
Yes, it’s bargains a go-go in our six-page
classified section, where assembling a superb

119

system doesn’t have to spell disaster for your
wallet.

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX 130

NAIM SYSTEM 16
Eric Braithwaite turns over his living room to an
all-Naim system, with the CD 2 CD player,
NAC 102 pre and NAP 180 power amps as well
as the Credo loudspeakers.

THE A-Z OF HI-FI 23
Ever wondered what ‘azimuth’ really means?
Plug the holes in your knowledge with Nick
Tate’s guide to all that is hi-fi.

SPEAKER CABLE LORE 57
Jon Marks and Noel Keywood investigate the
cables that connect amp to "speakers and name
the best.

DIY SUPPLEMENT

Looking for some DIY ’speaker-building
satisfaction? Try our new budget loudspeaker
kit, as constructed by Noel Keywood. There's
also Tweak It Up revisited, where we fit some
of the best components to our KLP| pre-amp.

COMPETITION - PAGE 66

Two lucky readers could each get their hands on
a superbly balenced system this month. We are
giving away two, one including Marantz's CD-~
63mkll Kl-Signature, DPA Renaissance amp and
Castle’s Avon loudspeakers. The second system
1s made up of Kenwood’s MimDisc player, B&W
VA-100 Mkil =mplifier and a set of Castle Edens.
If you'd like a chance to win one of these set-
ups, turn to page 66.

CONTENT

APRIL 1997 ﬂ



- The Vinyl Collection
m ® As part of the celebration of EMI’s Centenary we are pleased to

bring you twenty classic albums from EMI and Virgin Records on
1997 « THE FIRST CENTENARY their original vinyl format.

e, [ P ® All the Albums are direct metal mastered and are limited editions.

® All the albums are pressed on 180gm virgin vinyl.

® All the sleeves are printed on thick quality board with a gloss or
matt laminate finish.

® All the LP’s are as their original release sleeve with inserts etc.

Artist: Artist: Artist: ! Artist:
Titles: Titles: & Titles: Titles:

é.
:%r' o 8%
% "U'A$¢ 35

Artist: Artist: ist: Artist: Artist:
Titles: Titles: itles: Titles: Titles:
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Vivmidi
THE POLE SEASONS
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Artist:: Artist: P ist: Artist:

Titles: Titles: itles: Titles:
NEVER MIND T——
THE BOLLOCKS ; A AP
HERE'S THE R
T
7 L
Artist: M Artist: Artist: Artist: Ta b
Titles: T Titles: Titles: Titles:

All at £14.90 each plus postage and packing.
15t Lp £1.50, 2"d LP £3.00. 3 or more £3.50.

available by mail order from :-

diverse vinyl
12 Upper Dock Street, Newport, Gwent, NP9 1DF tel/fax 01633 256261
E Mail :- sales@diverse-music.cix.co.uki: " http://www.diverse-music.co.uk



THE WORLD OF Hi-Fl PAYS TRIBUTE TO THE
LATE SAUL B. MARANTZ
Saul B. Marantz, founder of the Marantz brand name, died on January |6th, 1997, aged 86. Born in
Brooklyn, New York, in 1911, he founded Marantz in 1953, putting to use a knowledge of
electronics gained from service in the US navy during the war.

At war’s end, Saul returned home to work as a graphic artist. He had a great interest in music
reproduction and was spurred, by the introduction of the LP, to
designing a pre-amplifier. Working from his New York home, he
finished the Model | Audio Consolette pre-amplifier around 1950.
Saul started to sell this unit and the inflow of orders was great
enough to launch the company officially in 1953. In the early days,
production took place in a small New York factory unit, but the
company grew quickly, expanding into larger premises shortly
after.

In 1956 came the Model 2, a 40W power amplifier, priced at WA -2 ¥ X
$220, to be followed in 1959 by the more modest 30W Model 5, . \\\\“\\\

1
{

price $199. The famous Model 7 pre-amplifier appeared one year

later in 1964, and went ori to sell 130,000 units over its lifetime. ‘ ‘lll l/// l
The 7 was followed by the Model 8 stereo power amplifier in . v . (

1968 and then, in 1969, by the Model 9 monoblock power \\\\ “
amplifier and the 10B tuner. Marantz recently re-introduced _
replicas of the Model 7, 8 and 9. We tested the recreated Model 7 204 i ”””
pre-amplifier and Model 9 60W monoblocks in our March 1997 » ; I ““l"
issue.

In 1964 the company was sold to Superscope, Saul Marantz | N |““““
staying on as company president ‘til 1968. Superscope increased //
the: product range, using the Japanese factory of Standard Radio H/(“I
for production. When Philips bought Marantz in 1980 they ; - \\\“
purchased all rights to the company werld-wide, except in the F \““
USA. Only recently, during 1992, were rights to the US name '””
purchased from Saul Marantz, triggering the re-introduction of the early valve models.

Today Marantz is masterminded from Eindhoven, home of Philips, by Ken Ishiwata. Ken is as
much a tube enthusiast as anything else. But for him, such carefully made replicas of the Model 7, AW
8 and 9 would not exist. | asked him recently how he managed to get such a decision past Philips ,) )) /)’
management: “We didn't tell them”, he said, “we just went ahead and did it.” / / ¢

.'.\\\\\\\ \
TANNOY BECOME MERCURIAL ) |
“Vastly improved cosmetics,” is a telling comment, because if anything has acted against Tannoy in

their quest to get the Profile Series into the market, it has to be styling. { l ““
The comment was made by Tannoy with regard to their new Definition \ “‘

'speakers, but alludes to the Edwardian cabinets of the Profile Series. For
whatever reason, Tannoy have chosen to stick with the Profiles for the
time being, opting instead to open up a new avenue into the market via
an old route - the Planet Series.

Of all the Planets, the Mercury was by far the best known and
loved. Claiming to have rights to the name through prior usage, a
concept valid in UK law, Tannoy have decided to produce a Mercury
Series, kicking off with the Mercury m2.

With Mercury Tannoy have gone back to a conventional cubic
cabinet. As with the Profile Series, they see beauty where others
might strain with the idea, but the Mercury m2 has got to be more
attractive than a Profile ‘speaker. Perhaps more importantly though,
it's a relatively sizeable “speaker at a knock-down price of £139.90.
Blessed with Tannoy's considerable engineering experience in the
field, the m2 is an effective product our early experiences tell us.

Tannoy claim the m2 is 88dB sensitive, a respectable figure, can
deliver 109dB at | metre and will accept up to 60watts input (or
I 20watt short-term peaks). It uses a 6.5in. coated paper cone bass
driver, together with a lin. soft dome tweeter, crossover occurring
at 2.5kHz. The cabinet is hewn out of |5Smm particle boarc and
measures 470mm high, 690mm wide and 285mm deep. Expect to see the m2 reviewed in
our May 1997 issue.
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SEE YOUR NEAREST DEALER
FOR A DEMONSTRATION

MIDLANDS AND EAST ANGLIA

Aldridge
Musical Approach 01922 57926
Banbury
Blinkhorns 01295 259859
Birmingham
Empire Electro 0121 643 0972
Music Matters 0121 429 2811
Norman H Field 0121 622 2323
Richer Sounds 0121643 1516
Sevenoaks Hi Fi 01212332977
Superfi 0121 631 2675
Burton on Trent
Grange Hi Fi 01283 533655
Bury St Edmonds
Sevenoaks Hi Fi 01264 753776
Cambridge
Cambridge Hi Fi 01223 67773
University Audio 01223 354237
Chesterfiold
Audioscene 01246 204005
Coventry
Frank Harvey 01203 525200
Superfi 01203 223254
Derby
Stuart Westmoreland 01332 367546
Superfi 01332 360303
ipswich
Bennetts 01473 610801
Kettering
Classic Hi Fi 01536 515766
Leamington Spa
Leamington Hi Fi Company 01926 888644
Leicester
Leicester Hi Fi 0116 253 9753
Richer Sounds 0116 255 4656
Sevenoaks Hi Fi 0116 255 7518
Lincoln
Superfi 01522 520265
Loughborough
Stuart Westmoreland 01509 230465
Market Harborough
The Auditorium 01858 461460
Newark
Peter Ellis 01636 704571
Northampton
Audiocraft 01604 36291
Listen Inn 01604 37871
Norwich
Bennetts 01603 630311
Martins 01603 627010
Sevenoaks Hi Fi 01603 767605
Nottingham
Forum i 0115982 2150
John Kirk 0115 925 2986
Nottingham Hi Fi Centre 0115978 6919
Stuart Westmoreland 0115 847 6377
Superfi 0115941 2137
Oxford
Audio T 01865 665961
Oxford Audio Consultants 01865 790879
Sevenoaks Hi Fi 01865 241773
Westwood and Mason 01865 247783
Peterborough

01733 352752
Hi Fi Company 01733 341755
Redditch
Cotourama Hi Fi 01527 597260
Rugby
Sounds Expensive 01788 540772
St. Neots
Audiovision 01480 471202
Shrewsbury
Shropshire Hi Fi 01743 232065
Solihull
Music Matters 0121742 0254
Stafford
Musical Approach 01785 255154
Stoke
Superfi 01782 265010
Stratford
Stratford Hi Fi 01789 414533
Stourbridge
Music Matters 01384 444184
Thame
Thame Audio 01844 215431
Wallingford
Astleys 01491 839305
Walsall
Sound Academy 01922 473499
Wolverhampton
Superfi 01902 772901
Universal Electronics 01902 23741
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ROGERS RE-ORGANISED
There have been ructions at Rogers, the loudspeaker
manufacturer based in South London, England. First to be
shown the door were the managing director, then the
overseas sales director. Next out were various members of
the marketing department. In all, fifteen people have lost their
jobs, 45 remaining. Chief designer Andy Whittle, responsible
for many of Rogers’ respected designs, stays on however.
Purchased by the Hong Kong based Wo Kee Hong Group
a few years ago, it is said that Mr Richard Lee, who directs
Hong Kong operations, was unhappy about the level of
promotional spend against current sales. The miniature
DBI10! is, we are told, selling like hot cakes throughout

Europe, and there has been healthy demand for the E20 and
E40 valve amplifiers too. Yet at the same time these products
are flawed and need improvement. This has become a matter
of concern within the company we understand, but little is
being said of course.

It appears, however, that Mr Lee wants a greater
presence down-market, feeling uneasy with Rogers’ exclusive
image and the effort needed to nurture it. Consequently he
has brought in old associates Terry Bennet, ex-TGI Group
(Tannoy Goodmans International) chairman, and Chris Short,
younger brother to the co-founder of Mordaunt-Short (now
also owned by TGI Group) who steps in as MD.

One of our sources told us Terry Bennet had long
wanted to gain control of Rogers. He is likely to impose a
clearer structure on its product range, which many feel is
fragmented. It looks as if the moves reflect Richard Lee’s
desire to move product fast. Rogers has, in the past, had
many good, budget models, like the famous Cadet amplifier.
But it also has a valuable link with BBC monitoring standards
in the LS3/5a.

Following this significant re-structuring of the company,
some re-balancing of the product line-up is likely. Chris Short
told us that the Wo Kee Hong group was wholly committed
to Rogers’ future, but wished to see a return on its
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investment. There was plenty of ability to fund Rogers’ future,
but all the same it needed sharpening up commercially. Those
acquainted with Rogers, new management were
complimentary about their knowledge and abilities, feeling the
action taken by Wo Kee Hong, whilst tough, was likely to be
effective.
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SPRAY AND PLAY

You've probably heard of

contact enhancers, but cable

enhancers might be a new one. “ “\“““

Eco 3 (£29.99 for an 8oz bottle) ”IIII
I

e oy Nordos o boost |
il

the performance of loudspeaker
’))))//))

cables. According to the people
u\\\\\\\ ‘

at Nordost, electromagnetic
Il

fields generated by the current
flowing in a cable cause static
[
i
J/J
Ml

charges to form on the outer
DI

‘ STATIC iwiniTO? 3
-

insulation, increasing
background noise. Apparently
Eco 3 neutralises these charges, thus lowering the noise floor
and improving detail as well as dynamics.

Loudspeaker cables aren’t the only links in the hi-fi chain
to be affected, though. Nordost claim interconnects and CDs
(whatever happened to all those green pens?) also benefit
from a dab of the environmentally friendly Eco 3.

DENON SURF THE AIRWAVES

Joining the respected TU-260L tuner in Denon’s line-up is the
TU-425RD RDS with, you've guessed it, RDS Eon. £199.99
will net you an FM/AM tuner with MOS-FET input stage,
switchable and programmable IF bandwidth, programmable RF
attenuator for very high signal strength areas and 40 presets.
You also get the standard RDS goodies like station ID,
programme type and the ability to search for local traffic
information while listening to a national station.
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Clearly
better.

When one of the best loudspeaker
enginecring teams in the world advances its
state-of- the-art technology, you'd expect
the result to outperform the compctition.

It does.

KEF’s new Q Series, with its distinctive
clear cone Uni-Q" drivers, delivers a more

precisc stereo image, over a wider

listenin area, than any
£ , )

conventional loudspeaker can.
This latest advance in KEF's
patented technology delivers
even smoother midrange
response and clarity that’s

simply stunning.

F R O M

From bookshelf to 3-way floorstander,
the entire range is magnetically shielded
for Home Theatre use. And because
aesthetics are integral to good design,
the two largcst models incorporate
KEF’s new ‘racetrack’ bass unit. With
the performance of an 8 inch driver in
the space of a 6 inch, it
preserves the slim, elegant

Q Series design.
With the new
Q Series, the competition

have been decisively out-

classed.

The difference is clear.

K

The experiente
of sound |

MODELS SHOWN ARE THE Q SERIES COMPRISING THE Q15, Q35, Q55, Q65, Q75 AND Q95C. KEF AND UNI-Q ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS, UNI-Q IS PROTECTED UNDER GB PATENT 2 236929. U.S. PAT. NO. 5,548,657
WORLBWIDE PATENTS PENDING. FOR DETAILS ON KEF Q SERIES PLEASE CONTACT: KEF AUDIO (UK) LAMTERDEPT-HENGI-FREEPOST MA 1332, ECCLESTON ROAD, TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 6BR. TELEPHONE (01622)872261




FACE THE CONSEQUENCES

Thorens have scrutinised their Consequence range (the
components you switch on with a key in a lock) and are now
releasing the first of the new updates, the £649.95 TTP2000F
pre-amp. This now possesses remote control and a phono
stage re-designed
for reduced noise
and improved
detailing. Vinylphiles
can switch between
MM and MC
cartridges and set
the correct input
capacitance
themselves. Volume
is controlled by a
high quality Alps
motorised potentiometer mounted directly on the circuit
board (to keep signal paths short), its motor screened to avoid
any electrical interference.

SOUNDS LIKE A BRIGHT IDEA
If your records aren’t sounding as good as you think they
should, then Densen may just have an answer for you. They
have introduced a brand new (price to be announced) MC
phono stage called the DP-02 (an MM version, the DP-01, is
also available) with matching DP-Drive
‘docking station’. The DP-02's technical
highlights include extensive use of
surface mount components and a
circuit which is designed as a
current rather than a voltage
amplifier. This means
cartridges, regardless of
their impedances, can
be used without the
normally necessary
loading
adjustments.
The DP-
Drive contains
the power
supply’s
custom-made
capacitors and regulators
while the transformer is housed
in the wall-plug body. In order to reduce
power supply interference, the DP-Drive uses a special light
bulb surrounded by three solar cells to power each channel.
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GOOD NEWS FOR GLASGOW

If you're a budding Glaswegian audiophile whose thirst for hi-fi
remains thus far unsatisfied, then 520 St Vincent Street,
Finnieston could be an address for your book. Loud and Clear,
purveyors of hi-fi from marufacturers like Naim, Exposure,
KEF, Marantz and Trichord, have opened their doors to the
public. With three demo rooms, you won't be left feeling guilty “\\““\

over having listened to that 20-minute drum solo three times,
and a delivery and installation service takes the burden out of
system set-up. Opening hours are |0am to 6pm, Monday to
Saturday, and |0am to 7pm.

For more informatio fe 20yd on \

THE DAWN OF DVD

Meridian’s 500-Series continues to grow apace with a new
addition that the Huntingdon-based company hopes will keep
them at the forefront of DVD development. While the 586,
with its dual-lens optical pick-up mechanism, can read CDs as
well as DVDs, it is designed to get the best from the new
digital format with a series of features such as an anti-vibration
disc-clamp and power supplies separated according to servo,
digital, audio and video functions.

While DVD titles only run to a few back-catalogue films at
present (which the 586 can output in Composite, S, RGB or
Scart forms), the system holas great potential for audiophiles
with its very high data storage capacity. This would allow
music to be recorded at up to 24-bit resolution at 96kHz, far
surpassing CD's |6-bit, 44.1kHz specifications.

If you'd like to join the DVD revolution courtesy of
Meridian, all you
need do is hand
over about £2000
(the price has yet to
be finalised) and
settle down to a re-
run of Blade Runner
(one of those few
titles available).




The perfect ‘point source’ has been sought for over 50 years.
KEF patented it.

MONITOR
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The acoustic ‘point source’ has
long been the Holy Grail of

loudspeaker design. Ever since the

carly davs of high fidelity,

audio cngincers have
sought this elusive ideal.
Some have come close,
but none have succeeded.

Except for KEF - and
KEF alone. UK patent
2 236929 and US patent
5,548,657 arc the proot.

KEF's revolutionary
Uni-Q" drive unit configuration is
acknowledged as one of the great
breakthroughs of modern high-end
ioudspeaker design.

The single coincident point source
is achieved by placing the tweeter at
the exact acoustic centre of the mid-
range cone. With identical directivity
and dispersion characteristics, this

unrquc conﬁguratjon creates an

egisered trademasks U

Q 1s orotected unce

T HFWO , FREEPOST MA 1332, £CCIL

GB Paten

t2

immaculate stereo image over a far
wider listening area than is possible
with any conrentional speaker.

To the listener, the
difference is phenomenal.
Oft-axis response is
superb - and undesirable
crossover etfects are
virlua“y climinated.

Progressively refined by
Reference Series engincers,
KEF’s patented Uni-Q
technology is what makes

the new Monitor Series the ideal
solution for studio professionals anc
serious audiophiles alike.

After more than 50
years the perfect point

source has arrived.

The experience
of sound

236929 and US Pat N




Eric Braithwaite shakes the foundations - and his neighbours - with

Tannoy’s D300 loudspeakers, equipped with dual-concentric drivers.

S World Radio History

ast year in Dublin, when Tannoy
Lwas explaining its plans for the

next year - including the D300
loudspeakers here - | was chatting idly
over coffee with Tannoy's Technical
Director Alex Garner. He gave me a
shock. He had read, he told me, that
ten per cent of listeners could not hear
a stereo image.

This was as much a surprise as
discovering, many years ago, that a
majority of people dream in black and
white. As someone who has always
dreamt in colour, and prizes stereo
imagery in hi-fi beyond rubies (well,
nearly) the coffee conversation gave
me a good deal of food for thought.

Over the summer, enough victuals
for a 20-course Chinese banquet in
fact, as | mulled over the ramifications.
Were people like me barking up the
wrong tree altogether, perhaps? Were
we building our own flimsy
philosophical road-protester’s tree-
house, ignoring others burrowing away
under the roots? Yere we about to be
brought down by the cherry-pickers of
that small but still vociferous lobby
which argues excitement is all and it
doesn't matter whether you can tell
where it's coming from?

Mercifully, Tannoy's association
with the professional market has kept
them clear of these murky woods, and
the D300s image very well. In fact,
Tannoy at that conference was floating
the idea that its two divisions -
domestic and professional - were to
co-operate and cross-fertilise more;
kind of like the road protesters again,
some in the trees and some tunnelling
underground, but communicating.
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working on it - nonetheless had a
slightly too-reedy tone in some treble
notes.

There's a loss of body, which the
midrange and bass definition tends to
point up by comparison. It's further
emphasised by a slight constriction in
dynamics above the crossover point,
when upper violin and flute notes just
don't seem to have quite enough
dynamics. | know a colleague blamed a

single crossover component for this
in the original D500, possibly not
improved then by the plastic trim on
top of the cabinet, which has now
been replaced by wood in the D-
series models.

Please bear in mind that this is by no
means disabling in a £1000 ’speaker;
otherwise, imaging and tonal quality
were well up to very good monitor
designs in the £1500-plus bracket. It's
something that may also smooth out
with time, though amplifiers with a
brittle top end, or those which don't

designed as floorstanders, disregarding
the current fad for bolting four two-
foot planks on to what would otherwise
be a decent bookshelf 'speaker. Or for
using up the build budget on large
acreages of MDF and wrecking the
concept with drivers that belong, well,
roughly where a cat's tail comes out.
These days, people are being fooled by
bass which is actually mostly a splash of
colour and more quantity than quality.

Hence the single 165mm dual-
>ncentric Tannoy driver that inhabits
e front panel of the pentagonal-sided
1300. A titchy affair compared to the
nes that are bolted into the bigger
restige range, but a proper one all the
ime. It's a driver new to home hi-fi,
ut not to the studio, where it's already
it in professional monitors.

Tannoys, by the way, are used in
ndrew Lloyd Webber's musicals, here
1d in New York, where, now, if
um Tug Tugger's behaviour in the
udience is a bit too rum for your
ste, you stand a chance of getting
our ticket money back plus another
9.9999 million. If Lord Webber
>ses that case, there may be some
annoys on the market in NY fairly
heap. . . And, Sheriffs and Under-
heriffs should note, a cherry-picker,
/hich is used to lift Growltiger up to
he heavens towards the end. We
ater for all tastes and shades of
pinion, here.

“The D300s, are, thank
heaven, designed as
floorstanders, disregarding
the current fad for bolting
four two-foot planks on to
what would otherwise be a
decent bookshelf 'speaker”

As, fortunately, do the D300s. A
ttle care with positioning and they
roduce a very precise picture of what's
oing on, even when a central vocal is
ctually wandering a bit over-much. It's
ufficiently precise with development
ore and aft for some of those very ‘flat’
orizontal Rock mixes to sound
horoughly short-changed. There's a
ood, crisp, dry quality to the upper
nid, and when it comes to something
ke a kick drum, a taut but deep
archment sound with the feeling of a
olid impact. It won't leave much doubt
ither that some strokes of a choral
irum from Bill Bruford's Earthworks -
vonderfully zingy, clangy, tingly and
ometimes cow-bell-like at will. quite
he best I've heard them - are quite
lifferent from the odd xylophone.

There's also a wonderfully brassy
nd - when it's there - properly fat and
ubby sound to tubas and suchlike.
Zellos enjoy a rich tone, and the D300s
ave sufficient in the way of separation
>f tonal colours and speed to pull off
vhat | call the counterpoint trick: pick
rour melodic line and switch your
inging-along to any instrument at will.
“horuses perhaps didn't come off quite
.o well, with a slightly brittle quality.

The D300s, are, thank heaven,

Here, Tannoy's reflex design did a
stunning job with the tremendous
energy and power of the low Ds of a
Decca Bach organ recording. It needs a
good 'speaker for you to know these
low notes are an enormous column of
air vibrating through a reed. That means
the bass from the D300s has definition,
not just loudness.

| can't wait for Tannoy to send the
D900s over with their two 300m
drivers, a sensitivity of 94dB (the D300
is claimed to be 88dB), and a low end
said to go down to 28Hz instead of the
D300's 47Hz. I'll probably have to
borrow the church for the listening
sessions.

Going back to which, the neighbours
must have puzzled over how a single
organ suddenly came to be
accompanied by the chamber-orchestra-
like playing of the LSO in Handel's organ
concertos under Adrian Boult. This is
where a couple of small shortcomings
intruded. The tweeter of this dual-
concentric has great virtues in the way
of precise imaging, but there is a trade-
off. It was noticeable that Barbara
Thompson's sax - round, fat and with a
wonderful vibrato when she was

deliver much in the way of current,
should probably be avoided.

There's no gainsaying that this is a
very good loudspeaker for a grand. In
its cheery cherry finish it looks pretty
and elegant too. I'm fussy about
loudspeakers, but I've still asked Alex
(who is pictured smiling behind a
Westminster Royal on page |4 of the
new brochure, such is fame) if | can
hang on to the D300s for a while. It's
been, heaven help me, a long time now
since I've wanted to do that
Tannoy D300 £999.90
UK sales: Marantz Hi-Fi
Kingsbridge House,

575-583 Bath Road,
Longfield,

Middx. UB7 OEH
Tel: 01753 680868
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Impressive bass extension and control
go hand in hand with precise imaging
to make the D300s a snip at £1000.

Measured Periormance
see ploO3




to my doctor (nothing a brain

transplant wouldn't cure, |
think she said.) Her problem is greater
than mine though. A post-burglary hi-fi
replacement is needed. Coincidentally,

I have, lately, been talking a lot

having set out a shopping list and
marked retail outlets on her A-Z, one
of the first systems she listened to was
the Naim one sent later to the
Braithwaite household.

Alas, at five grand for a pre-
amplifier, power amplifier, CD player
and the new Credo 'speakers, it cost
double what the insurance company
deemed her old (Linn/Naim) set-up
worth.

I've noted the coincidence of Naim
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ownership with sporty car-driving types
before. And this Naim system was
certainly capable of burning the
equivalent of hi-fi rubber.

I've not been listening to much Rock
music of late, the production quality
being so-so. A few minutes of Crowded
House, Terrorvision and what-have-you
changed my mind. What this Naim set-
up had was sheer, unadulterated life.

Percussion possesses a bite and lack
of overhang that makes it sound as
though there's a V12 engine and
turbocharger in there. Guitars rip and
ricochet out of the Credos with nary a
microsecond's hesitation. Vocals,
particularly, take front seat. Not that
they are unduly projected up-front past

Eric Braithwaite
hands over his
listening room
to an all-Naim

system, and
finds his heart

beating faster.

the footlights, just that they have a
crispness that the Frosties tiger would
be abashed by.

Not altogether supercharged under
normal circumstances, Gerry Mulligan's
baritone sax on ‘Line for Lyons' was
more deserving of its name than ever,
with a rich, raw throatiness. Cymbals
had a sharp, honed edge, while the
‘young' (in 1974) John Scofield did
sterling speedwork on his guitar strings.

Mind you, there’s something of a
MacDonald's farm of colorations tucked
away just on the edge of hearing. Mostly
due to the CD player, and to a lesser
extent the 'speakers, there are some
well papered-over honks, quacks and
barks. These are sometimes beneficial,

HI-FI WORLD



like when
they put a
wonde-ful
rosewood tone into Steven Isserlis’s
cello on Taverper’s ‘Eterral Memory’,
and sometimes not.

With a tough, strong sound from
Rob Wasserman’s bass cn the Duets
album, a peculiarly exaggerated nasat
tone from Rickie Lee Jones’s ‘The Moon
is Made of Gold’ was a bit too
disconcerting. Did the studio manager
really run out of Tunes?

Yet, otherwise, tunes is what the
Naim system is frighteningly good at.
Mozart’s ‘Musical Joke’ used to
introduce the BBC’s show-jumping
spectacles. Through the Naim gear it
galloped away as though it was about to
win the Derby, then nip on to the Ml
and dc a lap around Aintree tc top it
off.

Picking on Eine Kleine Nachtmusik,
however, brought one or two doubts
to the fore. While the pre and power
amplifiers are competent enmough at
delivering ambience, detil, imagery and
depth, the CD player gives them all
rather shorter shrift, missing out, quite
literally, on the finer elements of
musical life.

Like Morgan, Naim produced a
good formula that worked at the
beginning and they’ve since resisted
fixing what was never broken. It has to
be said that this leads to a distinct
sound all of its own, in some ways a
throwback to the late Seventies, and
one, with the CD2 in tow, | never felt
entirely at home with. | substituted a
Quad 77 as well as a Rotel transport
and DAC (both roughly comparable in
price) for it increasingly often.

The alternative CD players provided
a smoother, though less exciting,
midrange, but gave what | ended up
feeling was a less satisfying rendition of
Rock music by comparison. Both,
however, led in the subtety stakes. The
Naim CD2 didn’t have the same purity
of tone or insight into Classical

HI-FI WORLD

instruments of the other
two.

Naim equipment has

particular

idiosyncrasies in the
way one component is
connected to t'other as well.
The DIN connectors which Naim
support (irstead of the RCA phonos
everyone else uses) make putting any
Naim together with an item by A. N.
Other tricky, but are in fact not a bad
idea.

Electrically, making the signal
connection before the ground as phono
plugs do is a sure-fire recipe for blowing
up loudspeakers with nasty bangs. It's
just a bit of a nuisance when you realise
that you threw away all those five-pin

DIN-to-phono plug leads that are now

indispensable for connecting up a
tape deck or the Quad FM4 tuner |,
for one, won'’t give up. Just to
compound the problem, a turntable
tone arm lead has to use BNC
plugs, and those things are a curse
to solder up. Still, phono-to-BNC
adapters can be tracked down
with a certain amount of
dedication.

Apart from that, what
looks like a perfectly innocent
four-pin DIN connection
from the NACI02 to the NAP 180
isn't, because it also carries a small
voltage from power amp to pre-amp
alongside the audio signal. Wiring up
another pre-amplifier via the wrong pins
could be another recipe for disaster.
For comparative purposes it was done,
but like they say at the end of TV ‘true
crime’ programmes, “Don’t try this at
home, folks.”

The floor-standing Credo 'speakers
are a stripped-down version of the IBL
principle. The mid/bass unit sits in its
own enclosure on three small pins
which locate it on top of the main
cabinet holding the tweeter. The gap
between the two forms a reflex port,
which doesn’t actually go very deep, but
is certainly capable of reproducing low-
ish bass notes on occasion with startling
effect.

Plugging in a couple of other pairs of
loudspeakers in place of the Credos
never really came off when the CD2

réViéW

was in the system. They either showed
up the multibit grain and harshness at
the top end, or revealed with far too
much cruelty what had been otherwise
acceptable shortcomings in the detail
and depth departments. But Hell, it
made some Rock and Jazz recordings so
vibrant and lively it cheered me up no
end. Who needs Prozac, | said to my
doctor. Just a heart that beats at
twice the normal speed,
to keep up @

~ .
<

Naim CD2 CD player £1997.50
Naim NACI102 pre-amp £998.75
Naim NAP180 power amp  £1016.38
Naim Credo loudspeakers £987.00

Naim Audio
Southampton Road,
Salisbury,

Wiits. SP1 2LN

Tel: 01722 332266

WORLD VERDICT ¢

This sytem works well as a whole
with Jazz and Rock, but try a different
genre or component and the results

may not be quite as impressive.

Measured Performance
see plo03
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A SYMBOL OF PRECISION

»THE MOST DESIRABLE DECK BELOW £1500”
Ken Kessler - Hi-Fi News & Record Review August ‘94

Michell Engineering, 2 Theobold Street, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 4SE
Tel:- 081 953 0771

"All | need is the right lead... "

- Sam Spade-Connector during his
undercover investigations into the Mystery
of the Lost Chord. He subsequently solved
the case by utilizing a pair of ORTOFON
SPK 100 speaker cables.

Jriofon 01753-889949




= WIRE & INSULATION DISTRIBUTORS:
/4 introduce 7QEVSKADEL Products HIFI-VIEDIAX

— MARSEILLE
731/733 Ormskirk Road e Pemberton Tel: 91-49 80 65

i
s wrsvooemm VVigan e Lancashire e England ¢ WNS5 8AT Fax: 91-49 76 03

Tel: 01942 224040 Fax: 01942 887171

-LOCATION SOUND
ATHENS

Tel: 30-1-3646155

Fax: 30-1-3642983

The DESKADEL range of HI-Fi interconnect, speaker ;

. : LOWVELD AUDIO
cables, hook-up wires and tone arm wires are WHITE RIVER
precision manufactured featuring PURE SILVER Tel: 27-1311-31485

' ' ' ' Fax: 27-1311-50457
conductors insulated with PTFE in a variety of
: : — : DESKADEL INTERNATIONAL BVBA
designs to suit all applications. Using only the i Wy
finest materials and the latest manufacturing Fax: 03-889-32-07
techniques we aim to provide a selection ARBELOS-BASEL
of quality products for superb natural i g gt o )
sound reproduction on a scale AUDIO SYNTHESIS

. NOTTINGHAM
previously unheard. Tek: 0115 9224138

Fax: 0115 9229701
INTERNATIONAL TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

For those of you that think
that modern life has been

immeasurably improved by

the advent of nuclear power, 0 rl-o ro n
soap operas and the ending M C 3 000

of all wars, you should replace Mk "

all your records with CD's. |

01753-839947




John Shearne’s Phase 6 pre and Phase 3 power amplifier impressed Dominic

Todd back in September 1996. Now he gets to grips with the new

Reference versions.of t/he Phase 2 integrated and Phase 3 power amplifiers.

can't be accused of, it's resting on
his laurels. Although relatively new
in hi-fi circles, his range of well
reviewed amplifiers has significantly
expanded in recent months.

Shearne's Phase 2 Reference
integrated amplifier is an evolution of
the standard Phase 2 amp reviewed and
admired by Eric Braithwaite in
September 1993. Extra goodies inside
this anc the Phase 3 include superior
quality capacitors in the signal path and
extra biasing on the power supply. On
top of this, the pre-amp’s supply is now
regulated in the quest for superior
detail retrieval.

At £799, the Phase 2 might appear a
little expensive against obvious rivals
like Audiolab’s 8000S (£700) and
Arcam’s Alpha 9 (£500). The Arcam is a
particularly interesting competitor
because it, like the Phase 2, can be bi-
amped with the addition of a separate
power amp. In the-Shearne’s case, this

' f there’s one thing John Shearne
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would be a Phase 3 Reference.

Owners of existing 2s and 3s
needn’t feel left out - they can have
their amps upgraded, and a 2 can even
be converted into a 3, should you want
to use a separate pre-amp at a later
date.

Distinguishing both models
aesthetically from their lesser brethren
is a gloss black finish with gold controls.
However, if you, like me, preferred the
original blue marble and nickel finish,
this is still available to order.

| started listening with the Phase 2
Reference integrated powering a pair of
Heybrook Quartets, as their bi-wireable
terminals would allow me to bi-amp
with the Phase 3 later on.

The first track wending its way to
my ears was Young Disciples’
‘Apparently Nothing’. The Phase 2’s
excellent grasp of this track’s strong,
funky, bassline resulted in amply
controlled extension that avoided any

wallowing or distortion. Vocals,

while smooth and well projected, didn't
quite have the sweetness of some Class
A rivals, like those from Sugden. That
said, they still sounded more natural
and vibrant than they do on most
mainstream competitors.

The sound staging and space
between instruments was what you'd
expect (but don't always get) from an
£800 amplifier. Detailed nuances were
cleanly resolved and set cohesively
within the overall sound.

John Shearne also supplied the
optional phono stage for my vinyl
delectation. Focusing once more on
vocals found singing richly and
powerfully portrayed. Delicate
brushwork on cymbals was clearly
depicted, and decay could be followed
right down into silence. Even when
complex backing vocals joined the fray

HI-FI WORLD



the Shearne showed mature separation,
resolutely refusing to blur
bandmembers together.

The Phase 2's imaging won me over,
locating the main vocalist rigidly in the
centre of the sound stage, the singing
smooth and free from sibilance.
Earning the amp extra bonus

before was eradicated, giving a
smoother high frequency performance.
The biggest step forward was made
in the music’s staging - depth (especially
from vocals), width and even height all
moved up a performance league. This is
what you get when drive units are

points were the timing and
integration of the lowest
octaves, which produced bass
lines that reinforced music
rather than dominating it.

Although the phono stage
couldn’t match the incisiveness
of an Iso or other outboard
device, it was more than
satisfactory in an amp at this
kind of price and easily as
good as the optional stage
available for Naim’s Nait 3.

It was acoustic music from
REM that revealed a blot on
the so-far unblemished
performance - a slight edginess
apparent on vocals (particularly with
Stipe's nasal utterances) which became
more evident at higher volumes.
Balancing this were superb guitar timbre
and clean, dynamic transients. In terms
of presentation, the emphasis with the
Phase 2 seemed to be on allowing
vocals and instruments room to breathe
whilst keeping the whole cohesive,

‘Mars’ from Holst's Planets tested
the Shearne with its large scale
complexity. This is a demanding piece
for any hi-fi, regardless of its price tag,
but the Phase 2 dealt with it confidently,
if unexceptionally. It couldn’t, for
example, capture the full tension during
crescendos, and brass sounded slightly
compressed. On the other hand, brass
timbre was vibrant, and the finale
exploded with suitable energy.

Now it was time to wheel in the
Phase 3 Reference for bi-amping.

This is where the serious stuff
starts. The first two Jazz/Funk tracks |
tried showed immediate improvements.
Bass was better focused and had even
greater weight and impact than the
Phase 2 alone, while vocals possessed
increased presence and control.
Although there wasn’t a significantly
larger amount of treble information, the
slight harshness that had been apparent

HI-FI WORLD

powered by their own dedicated
amplifiers. The increased realism,
expression and smoothness made music
more approachable and involving.

With REM, the sound had an added
crystalline clarity - accordion was
especially transparent, and both vocals
and instruments had more tangible
texture to them. | found backing vocals
less strained and easier to listen in on,
with much of their roughness gone. The
end result was tighter overall control,
darker, more discernible silences and
increased dynamic headroom.

Returning to the Holst disc showed
the Shearnes were now letting through
the tension previously absent from the
build-up. Extra detail came from the
amplifiers’ ability to clearly disentangle
individual plucked strings, and the
increased space given to the brass
section allowed it to intimidate in hair-
raising style. At the other extreme,
even the lowest drum notes had the
weight and impact they deserved,
fleshing out the Heybrooks’ bottom
end.

It's difficult separating these two
amplifiers in the final verdict. This alone
says much about their quality. To its
credit, the integrated Phase 2 displays
an even-handed competence across a

raview

broad range of music. With a seamless
poise and control, the 2 is rarely caught
floundering, It can't, however, match
the sheer dynamics you find in
pre/power combinations at a similar
price. Neither is it quite as creamy
smooth as the best Class A amplifiers.
Upgraded with a Phase 3 Reference

though, it more than pays its

way.

Adding the extra power amp
really does make all the
difference. You'll probably have
noticed that | use the word
“more” a lot when describing the
Phase 2 and Phase 3 working
together. This is because bi-
amping offers so much more
control, bass weight, impact and
sheer presence to the sound.

The Phase 2 Reference comes
recommended - just make sure

you start saving straight away

for a Phase 3. With this twosome
you'll have some of the most enjoyable
amplification around at £1500 e

£799.00
£689.00

Phase 2 Reference
Phase 3 Reference

Shearne Audio
PO Box 22,
Stevenage,

Herts. SG2 8HF
Tel: 01438 740953

WORLD VERDICT

PHASE 2 228

This even-handed performer images
well and deals confidently with music
regardless of genre. Not as smooth
or sweet as the best though

PHASE 3 SDE
On its own, it possesses impressive
clarity, detail and dynamics. Working
with the Phase 2, the result is a £1500
partnership up with the best at the
price.

Measured Performance

see pl03
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TABLETTE 50
£599 RRP

-
STUDIO 150
£1399 RRP
RESPONSE 3.5
£4250 RRP
NOW PERFORMING AT ALL
OF THESE BRANCHES
173 Station Road, 18 Monmouth Street, 45 High Street, 126 High Street,
Edgware, Covent Garden, Hounslow, Beckenham,
Middlesex HA8 7)X London WC2H 9HB Middlesex TW3 1RH Kent BR3 1ED
Tel: 0181 952 5535 Tel: 0171 497 1346 Tel. 0181 569 5802 Tel: 0181 663 3777
2,04 it e

lnterest free credlt sub]ect to status. Wrilten Quotatnon on request. E&OE




11N

)

560006060008 E0000000000000000008068006008800000000000000000000000 000000 00000000000 se000csccsce ssescssccccon -

FEATURE

L

AL HO=FL

Forget what the buying guides tell you,
Nick Tate brings you the true A-Z of high fidelity.

AM: that strange
4 fre band
quency band on your

&A tuner that you've never

listened to, packed with

loads of interesting
stations like, erm, Virgin 1215.
AMPLIFIER: theoretically a piece of
wire with gain, but usually a big black
box with full remote control, tape
dubbing, source direct, AV-readiness
and lots of cheap op-amps that get in
the way of any music there might have
been to start with.

Amplifier - a piece of wire with gain, tone controls,

balance, loudness. . .

ANALOGUE: the only real way to
listen to music, but unfortunately isn’t
terribly profitable so has been
discontinued at the behest of the
record companies and electronics giants
(oops - bit of politics, my name’s Ben
Elton, etc)

AZIMUTH: the reason why most
cassette decks won't play other decks’
tapes well. Setting head azimuth is a
costly and expensive procedure
involving a man with a screwdriver and
a pair of ears.

BASS: loud, intrusive
booming noise coming
from the rear parcel
shelves of cars driven by
readers of Max Power
magazine.

BIAS: what manufacturers accuse hi-fi
reviewers of when they don’t like their
products, which are always absolutely
perfect of course.

HI-FI WORLD

CASSETTE: a format
designed strictly for
speech in 1963 and duly
used to carry music for
the next thirty-five years.
CD: a clever format designed for
flogging record companies’ back
catalogues more expensively to people
who had already bought them the first
time round.

V7
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SEE BOOKLET FOR DETAILS
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Buy the recordings you already own a
second time - the wonder of CD.

COLORATION: a pejorative term used
by Eighties hi-fi hacks to justify the use
of grainy, grey sounding transistor amps
instead of valves.

DAB: thanks to its ‘CD
quality’ sound, Digital Audio
Broadcasting is the future of
radio, bringing, err, poorer
sound to, erm, fewer
people, for more money. Being the
tuned-in, hip and with-it organisation
that it is, the BBC is a keen supporter
of this revolutionary system.

DAC: the poor, beleaguered chip in
your CD player that has to piece
together a music signal from a load of
half-random ones and noughts.

DAT: a clever scheme by Sony to
introduce a digital recording medium
which is only allowed to digitally record
something once, because home taping is
(was) killing music, right?

DCC: a cunning idea cooked up by
Philips to replace the world's most
popular format ever with the world’s
least popular format ever.

DIGITAL: a cunning system designed to
rejuvenate the ailing hi-fi industry of the
late 1970s, it offers limitless possibilities
and may even be able to successfully
reproduce music one day.
DISTORTION: some magazines suffer
from this, usually induced by overly loud
signals coming from their advertising
department.

DOLBY: famously pronounced ‘Dobly’
in Rob Reiner’s classic Spinal Tap, this is
a clever system to completely fog the
sound of analogue tape in order to
make it resemble DCC or MiniDisc.

V/zm=: ELECTROSTATIC:a
wm—. Clever system designed to
u keep people buying Quad
" products when they
otherwise wouldn’t.
Good ‘statics give amazingly good three
dimensional sound, bad ones tend to
spontaneously combust half way
through your listening session.

Real sound staging courtesy of Quad’s
ELS 57. Approach with caution,
though, thanks to HT that could

barbeque an elephant.
st FEMALE: the sex that likes
& music but doesn’t like hi-fi,
2 misguidedly preferring to
talk about subjects other
than transient
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FEATURE

intermodulation distortion, rise time
and slew rate. Females don’t like hi-fi
magazines but hi-fi magazines like
females, and are always really excited if
they get a letter from one.

FLAT EARTH: a unique way of writing
about hi-fi with K in the naim, famous
for its love of vinyl and fear of valves
and foreigners or any combination
thereof. [See K, XENOPHOBIA]

GAIN: what
manufacturers of exotic
interconnects do from hi-
fi buyers’ penchant for
unbalanced purchasing
decisions.

HI-FI: a term describing
anything that costs over
) £90 from Dixons which
sk | has a CD player built-in.

Etymologists believe it
once described a system that
reproduced music realistically.
HERTZ: the psychoacoustic effect of
listening to a mini system.

) | INSOMNIA: lack of sleep
’ induced by tortuous brain
l contortions whilst trying to
figure out why the £2000
system you've just bought
sounds dreadful even though the
salesman said it wouldn't.

] JITTER: a temporary,
treatable neurological

disorder induced by listening
to cheap CD players.

K: the letter that
( dominated hi-fi for a

a decade, appearing in the

naim of anything supposed
to sound good, i.e.
SondeK, IsobariK and Khris FranKland.

The sound of success - if the letter K didn’t
appear in the component's name in the

’80s, it obviously wasn't a winner.
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\ LOUDNESS: a system's
capacity to go loud, often
confused by budget buyers
with its ability to play
music.

Y, MALE: intellectually far

(W@ superior to the female, if
males hadn't been

invented we’d all still be sitting in caves
watching Home and Away and listening
to music on £90 mini systems from
Dixons.
MINIDISC: a clever scheme to make
people buy yet another format after
they've got fed up waiting for their new
DCC player to find a particular track.

B
-

-

Revordable MiriDisc
e

Back to the catalogue again,
although at least you can
record with this disc.

MOVING COIL: a special kind of
phono cartridge that allows its owners
to bore people off their bar stools with
tales of their system's ‘elusive sweet,
musical quality’ and sneer derisively at
CD. The most desirable examples of
the breed are hand-crafted from virgin
bamboo rolled on the thighs of oriental
nymphettes, ludicrously priced and
named with cryptic references to Zen
Buddhism or ancient Shinto Shrines.

NICAM: a clever scheme
to dignify video recorders
with hi-fi status, it has
launched a thousand
‘home entertainment’ magazines for
people who like ‘movies’ as opposed to
films, and think Sylvester Stallone can
act.

NOISE: [see DIGITAL]

OPEN REEL: quaint olde-
worlde analogue tape
system that made
frighteningly good
recordings. Naturally it was dropped
from manufacturers’ ranges as soon as
they could possibly do away with it,

The seductive, beguiling sound of a

Moving Coil - hand-made by an ancient
clan of Siberian mastercraftsmen living on
the outskirts of Guildford.

because the only digital thing about it
was the tape counter.

OVERLOAD: what modern cassette
tape heads are designed to do when
attempting to record a signal on to
tape. Expensive heads don't do this, but
you can't buy them anymore, so
cassette decks now rely on clever noise
reduction to mask the effect. [See
DOLBY]

- PICKUP: what audiophiles
do to hi-fi magazines at their
local WH Smith’s on a
Saturday afternoon, in the
hope of reading ther before
their women drag them off kicking and
screaming in the direction of Laura
Ashley’s. [See FEMALE]
PORT: nautical term describing where
most midi systems enter this country,
en route from South Korea, Malaysia or
Taiwan.
POWER: an amplifier’s capacity to drive
a real-life eight ohm resistor, expressed
in either RMS or Music Power, neither
of which is particularly useful.

QUANTISATION

ERROR:

The feeling an audiophile

gets when he sells off his
record collection to buy it all again on
CD, then hears his favourite song on a
good record deck.

vz RADIO [UK]: in its
formative years, a system
J for transmitting Received

Pronunciation to yokels
who otherwise wouldn’t

hear it. Recently deregulation has meant

that you can also hear Caesar the

Geezer as well. [USA] cheap

advertising medium.

HI-FI WORLD



Correct your pronunciation with the
BBC’s English Language broadcasting
service, wot.

REAL HI-FI: in the old days, normal hi-
fi used to be real hi-fi, but now normal
hi-fi isn’t really hi-fi‘at all, so ‘Real Hi-F?
has been coined to describe what used
to be normal hi-fi. [See HI-Fl]

STEREO: a psychoacoustic
illusion of three-
dimensional depth and
space achieved by real hi-fi
systems with two
loudspeakers and a vinyl front end.
STYLUS: a minute piece of polished
coal which a selected bunch of self-
appointed vinyl gurus charge an arm
and several legs to replace.
SUBWOOFER: clever mini-system

s

The stylus - one of the most expensive

pieces of caal ever mined.

add-on that claims to defy the law of
physics by producing a thudding noise
from a drive unit little bigger than most
real hi-fi tweeters. Works in the shops,
if not at home.

TECHNICS:
modern generic
term for the
traditional vinyl
record player,
used by DJs with mobile
phones who drink Pils and say
‘Kickin’, ‘Sorted’ and ‘Ennit?’ a
lot.

TINITUS: [see DIGITAL]
TRANSISTOR: a new-fangled,

but some say it has

HI-A WORLD

It doesn’t glow,

been heard to make
music (p.s. it's a
transistor).
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frightfully clever little switching device
that works well in portable wireless
sets.

TREBLE: the part of the frequency
spectrum that most metal dome
tweeters can’'t reproduce very well.
TWEETER: the device that converts
high frequency audio signals into a
painful fizzing sound.

UPGRADE: the process
of spending loads of
money in the misguided
hope that your system

will sound better, as opposed to
VALVE: simple, old-
fashioned amplifying

different.
device which inspires

unhealthy hero-worship and deification
amongst a select breed of audiophiles,
and a complete, irrational loathing from
the rest.

The sound of music, courtesy of 800V and
enough heat to warm a warehouse.

WOOFER: a term
& describing a large paper
cone with a bit of wire
and a magnet behind it.
After a million tiresome jokes
about its canine
connotations, it has

now been renamed
‘mid/bass driver’ -

@ FEATURE D
N
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not a dramatic improvement.

WOW AND FLUTTER: the
cardiovascular state induced by listening
to a high-end hi-fi system. The patient
subsequently finds it hard to listen to
music on anything else ever again, and
instead blows his money on hi-fi
magazines and exorbitantly priced
interconnects.

\/ XENOPHOBIA: a
condition from which many
A\ hi-fi reviewers have, in the
past, suffered from,
believing that Johnny Foreigner can’t
possibly make anything that plays music
half decently. [See FLAT EARTH]
g refused permission by the
domestic authorities to

deposit newly acquired hi-fi
components in the living room.
represent Impedance,

|/
the annoying financial

;  barrier that fortuitously
prevents the wholesale
ruin of hi-fi victims. People suffering
from this condition should beware
overindulging limits on credit cards.
[See FEMALE]

Y? : abbreviation of the
word most commonly
used by true audiophiles
[see MALE] as they are

Z: |letter used to
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Wharfedale loudspeakers
are avaliable from many
good hi-fi retailers
including those listed here.
Advice on the availability
of particular models can
always be obtained from

our sales hotline.

01480 431737

diamon<c

modus v 1 VvV E N D

m 11or

VWharfedal=

BRITAIN'S MOST FAMOUS LOUDSPEAKERS

VWha,fecdal=
4 z

—

World Radio History
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- branches nationwide call 01442 35300
- branches nationwide call 0181 4183900

Northwood Audio
98 Cambridge Street
Aylesbury

Bucks HP20 1BA
01296 28790

McMichaoel Brothers
Sony Centre

3-7 Mill Street

Alloa KK10 1 DT
01259 724230

Horry Gorlick TV
Centre

1 Church Street
Barnoldswick

Lancs
01282 813309

LRG Audio-Vision

171-175 Albert Bridge Road
Belfast

N Ireland BT5 4PS

01232 732452

Audio Times

47 Fountain Street
Belfast

N Ireland BY1 5EB
01232 249117

Beechhill Enterprises
7 Smithfield Square
North Belfast

BT1 1 DD

01232 321332

Radfcrd Hi-Fi

10-12 Gloucester Road
Bishopston

Bristol

BS7 8AE

0117 924 0878

Tavistock H-Fi

21 The Broadway
Bedford

Bedfordshire MK40 2TL
01234 356323

Soundtech

17 Western Road
Huckley

Birmingham B18 7QD
01215 236344

S & M Limited

22 Merchant Street
Broadmead

Bristol B51 3EP

0117 925 7177

- branches nationwide call 0171

- branches nationwide call 01922 434000

- branches nationwide call 01908 690333
- for nearest branch call 0141 248 2857
- for nearest branch call 01302 321333
- for nearest branch call 0115 941 2137

Hyper Fi

61-73 Longridge Road
Barking

Essex IG11 8TG

0181 591 6961

RJF Audio Visuol
Pendarves Street
Tuckingmill
Cambourne
Cornwall TR14 8NT
01209 612260

Canterbury Hi-Fi
50 Burgate
Canterbury

Kent

CT1 2HW

01227 765315

Supervision Audio
74-76 Rockingham Road
Corby

Northants NN17 1AE
01536 204170

J.D. Stereo Centre
10-14 Station Hill
Chippenham
Wiltshire SN15 1EG
01249 654357

HiFi UK

43 South Clark Street
Edinburgh

Lothian EH8 9NZ
0131 667 2877

HiFi Corner

1 Haddington Piace
Edinburgh

Scotland EH7 4AE
0141 226 5711

Lintone Audio

7-11 Park lane
Gateshead

Tyne & Wear NE8 3JW
0191 477 4167

Monders Hi-Fi
2-4 Edward Street
Grimsby

South Humberside
DN32 9HJ

01472 351391

Churchers

2 Western Road

Hove, Sussex BN3 1AE
01273 324616

D Woolfmans
76 iiford Lane
liford

Essex IG1 2LB
0181 553 2587

The Leamington

Hi-Fi Co Ltd

23A Regent Street
Leamington Spa CV32 5E}
01926 888644

Empire Electro Certre
The Clock Buildings
Roundhay Road
Harehills

Leeds LS8 2SH

0113 235 1803

Beover Radio
(Liverpool)

20-22 Whitechapel
Liverpool
Merseyside L1 6EH
0151 709 9898

Atlantic Electronics
295-297 High Road
Willesden

London NN10 2TG
0181 451 6155

Loazerbeam Electronics
59 The Mall

Ealing Broadway

London W5 3TA

0171 381 4100

M-C-Q Entertainments
218 Walworth Road
London SE17 1JE

0171 701 3204

Micholls Hi-Fi
430 Lee High Road
Lee Green

London SE12 8RW
0181 852 5780

Pumjab Record Centre
448-450 Romford Road
Forest Gate

London E7 8DF

0181 470 3499

S & | Traders
Jamal House

14-16 Stanhope Road
North Finchley
London N12 9DT
0181 446 8361

World Radio History

Unique TCR

Shasonic Megastore

42 Tottenham Court Road
London W1P 9RD

0171 636 760

Hobbs Components
11 King Street

Luton

Beds LU1 DW

01582 20907

Todds Audio Visucl
383 Barlow Moor Road
Chorltcn Cum Hardy
Manchester M21 8AE
0161 881 2617

NowThots Hi-Fi

32 Arundel Street
Portsmouth PO1 1NL
01705 811230

Carvells Of Rugby
3-7 Bank Street
Rugby CV21 2QE
01785 541341
Stirling Audio

19 Barnton Street
Stirling FK8 1 HF
01786 479958

Jumbe Home
Entertoinment

1 Coombe Square
Thatcham
Newbury

Berkshire RG13 4JF
01635 873100

Paul Roberts Somerset
99B High Street

Worle

Weston Super Mare

BS22 1HA

01934 620500

T & B Roberts
33 King Street
Wrexham
Clwyd LL1 1HR
01978 364494
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Can you really buy loudspeaker fidelity for £50-£60? Hi-Fi World sceptic,

Jon Marks, thinks so as he has a close encounter with

Gale’s Mini Monitors and TDL’s Nucleus Is.

ALE MINI MONITORS
It looks like Gale have put
together a well finished and

constructed little loudspeaker for a
shoestring £50. Two nice touches are
the gold-plated binding
posts (a single pair at this
price) and the flared port
that reflex loads the
mid/bass driver. The
design of the port is
more than cosmetic
though. A port like this
should generate less
distortion than an
unflared one, giving
cleaner, clearer bass.

SOUND
QUALITY

The Gales found
themselves in at the
deep end from the
first moment, facing up
to Tori Amos’ Boys For
Pele. The way these
'speakers dealt with ‘Hey
Jupiter’, a sparse piano and vocals track,
had my eyebrows heading for my
hairline in appreciation. | hadn't really
been expecting as much clarity or
transparency as the Minis manifested. In
this area, the Gales were making the
most of a couple of advantages
miniature 'speakers naturally possess.

First is their small frontal area,
which cuts down on diffraction around
the cabinet and improves imaging.
Second is the low-mass cones of small
drive units, which stop and start faster
than those in larger drivers.

One of the penalties paid by
diminutive loudspeakers is bass that
doesn’t go particularly low. But it
sounds as though Gale have managed to

H APRIL 1997

squeeze some low octaves from the
Minis® small cabinets.

Tori Amos’ piano was surprisingly
weighty and substantial, and had
sufficient tonal resolution to endow the
music with colour. One slight drawback

s
MIN]
LMONITOR

DR 100 i o B

was the cabinet

booming slightly to vocals,
but given the price, ‘slight’ is the
operative word here.

Where the Mini Monitors really
impressed was their ability to capture
the detail in and around images. This
meant the Gales put together a sound
stage with an appealing transparency
that would have quite a few £150
‘speakers looking worried. And vocals
were smooth and expressive, benefiting
from a delicate detail retrieval.

Further tests came in the form of
some Ambient Groove. Tracks like
Kruder and Dorfmeister’s ‘Original
Bedroom Rockers’ with their heavy,

synthesised rhythms quickly
show up problems in a
loudspeaker’s bass. In the Gales,
K&D revealed a bit of bottom-
end boom, but also a rhythmic
dexterity and an ability to relay
the musical message, whether it
was the spirituality of Magnificat or
the smoky bar room Blues of
John Lee Hooker.
The Minis also
scored top marks
on mixes like
those of
Magnificat
performing
Officium
Defunctorum. The
delineation of
individual voices
within the choir was
very good, although
cabinet resonance did
cause a little blurring.

TDL NUCLEUS |

While the £60 TDLs might
look near-identical to the

Gales, using the same drive units,
they are different beasts. The
cabinets of the Nucleus |s are smaller
and lack the Mini Monitors’ reflex ports.
Many people believe that an infinite
baffle design like this produces tighter,
faster bass than the ported alternative.
The TDLs, like the Gales, bear a single
pair of binding posts (nice to see spring-
clip terminals haven't been used for the
sake of cutting costs).

SOUND QUALITY

Fresh out of the box, the little TDLs
sounded hard and almost bassless. |
returned to the Nucleuses (or should
that be Nuclei?) after they had been left

HI-FI WORLD



a couple of fruit-juice cartons. The
double bass on S-Tone Inc’s ‘Quasar’
had real definition and crisp leading

to break in with some heavy Techno for
a few days.

They now sounded happier. Upper-
midrange and treble were still rather
forward, emphasising sibilants

throughout Tori Amos’
Boys For Pele album.
Violins, both here
and on Classical
CD:s like Vivaldi’s
Four Seasons,
projected
forward of the
cabinets
without
sounding

rough or harsh.
Bass also had
greater extension

and control,
helping balance that
midrange and treble.

Simple arrangements
showed how well the TDLs dealt with
the subtle, delicate cues that build up
the feeling of an acoustic. Tori Amos’
voice was firmly located between the
'speakers, in a large, clear sound stage,
her every vocal inflection accurately
portrayed. When faced with piano or
violins, the Nucleuses could add a
harcness to the instruments’ tonality.
Piano played with gusto occasionally
came across as artificially loud because
of this,

Magnificat’s Officium Defunctorum
showed the TDLs’ clarity was no one-
track fluke. Here though, the Nucleus
I's were tonally a little limited next to
the Gales. And a boxiness that had
cropped up on vocals before became
more noticeable. These traits aside, |
found myself warming to the analytical
way these little *speakers handled
recordings, bringing detail to the fore.

Groovy beats were obviously bread
and butter to the TDLs, A Journey Into
Ambient Groove bouncing along with
verve. There was surprising bass depth
and impact from a box little bigger than

HI-FI WORLD

edges, where many of the
truly budget boxes I've
heard have just

produced bass bloat.
Double bass in Dave
Brubeck’s Time Out was
similarly speedy and
extended, and the TDLs kept my toes
tapping to Charles Mingus’ Mingus,
Mingus, Mingus Jazz album.

CONCLUSION
For true budget ’speaker designs, both
the Gale Mini Monitors and TDL
Nucleus Is are excellent value. In terms
of sonic character, it’s a case of, “You
pays your money and takes your pick.”

The Gales have a smooth, cohesive,
balanced presentation that works with
any genre. They're also less analytical
than the Nucleus |s, and can be a more
engaging liszen. If you like orchestral
timbre, the Gales would be the ones to
go for,

The TDLs score when it comes to
bass in particular. Where the Gales
could sound muddy and one-note at

times, the TDLs were focused, detailed
and often better with rhythm and
timing. Their midrange was also less
cluttered than the Gales’. With their
harder, more forward character, the
Nucleus |'s work well with neutral or
warm ancillaries, but wouldn’t really gel
in a bright systeme

Gale Mini Monitor £49.95
TDL Nucleus | £59.95
Gale
Gallery Court,

Hankey Place,
London SEl 4BB
Tel: 0171 586 5977

TDL Electronics
Chiltern House,
Knaves Beach Bus.
Centre,

High Wycombe,
Bucks. HP10 9QR
Tel: 01628 85011 |

WORLD VERDICT

GALE MINI MONITOR

Not the fast word in midrange or bass
clarity, but gives real hi-fi results for a
paltry £50. A bargain.

WORLD VERDICT

TDL NUCLEUS |

Clean, incisive character is detailed
and revealing, especially in the bass.
Great value but can be forward and a
little hard at times.

Measured Performance
see plo3
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VIBRATION CONTROL
PLATFORMS AND THE
MODULAR AUDIO
SUPPORT SYSTEM

MUCH MORE THAN JUST A
STAND!

As a piece of functional furniture the BASE
Racks and platforms together are a work of
art - Dave Wiley, Audiophile Magazine.

It's refreshing to find a complete isolation
system that values aesthetics as highly as it does

sonic benefits - !
Mr P M Rodwell, Cornwall.

Thanks!! The improvement is

astonishing and after hearing and

trying other audio stands, the performance of
BASE is second to none -

Mr M Slattery, Sussex.

“The Audiophile support brings the sound | hear
at home one step closer to the sounds we

create in the concert hall. Bravo”.....Dr. K Murphy
(Classical Musician)

ORLD VERDICT Q3@ &

OUTSTANDING - Superb
Sound, something we'd use ourselves.

00

For more details
and a product

Audiophile Furniture Ltd portfolio please

The Square : it~ contact:
Foestrou  AUCIOPDHIIIE 70101445 856262
RH18 5SE. Fax:01342 824845

ONE DAY ONLY
UP TO 50% OKFF

Last years March one day sale was an all
time record. Not so suprising when you
consider the many hundreds of *one off
bargains® that were on offer.1997 promises
fo be even better so don't be late and miss
out on one of the great hi-fi & home cinema
opportunities.

Most of the equipment on show is on offer
at discounts on dem’ unils ranging
from 20% down to helf price on some
dearance items.

Don't miss it, we open 10am - 4pm.

Sunday parking around the sfore is very
easy. You con park ‘free’ on meters and
single yellow lines.

Established brands stocked by KJ
Arcam * Audio Alchemy * Audion * Audiolab
Audio Research * B & W * Castle * Chord * Copland * DPA * Epos
Graaf * Harbeth KEF * Klipsch * Krell * Lexicon * Marantz * Martin
Logan * Meridian * Michell * Micromega * Mission * Musical Fidelity *
Nitty Gritty * Orelle * Parasound * Proac * Quad REL * Rotel * SME
Sonus Faber * Stax * Theta * Thorens Unison Research
Wilson Audio * Yamaha

*KJ WEST ONE

26 NEW CAVENDISH STREET, LONDON W1M 7LH
TEL: 0171 - 486 8262/8263  FAX: 0171 - 487 3452
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The Rohmann cartridge has been developed by
Ortofon to celebrate the memory of the late chairman
of the company. It has been designed to bring much of
the excellence of the MC7500 to a wider audience. It is
a serious product commemorating a serious man, so

you will find none of the irreverent puns inithis advest

that have become prevalent with our ads.

!

So don't xx==« about - go out and buy one.

01753-889949

ELEMENTAL OR ELEMENTARY?

>

2
’

| il o~

Back in the good old days, when life was simple and so were
those that lived it, there was a group of men that called
themselves Alchemists. They heralded the beginnings of what we
might call the scientific age. By questioning the world around
ALCHEMIST them, they devoted their lives to finding ways of changing the
FORSETI unchangeable: to transform. Transformation is the process of
turning something that is plentiful but ordinary into something special. Water into
wine, lead into gold, and in our case, hi-fi into art. That's why we called our

company Alchemist. Anyone with a little technical know-how can build an

amplifier. The components are freely available and a rectangular box is easy
enough to make. At Alchemist we endeavour to transform the ordinary into
something special, something unique - something you can be proud of owning.
Alchemist amplifiers are available for between £250.and £15,000.
Call us now on 01707-664607 for details. We just might transform your life.

HI-FI WORLD



IN THE HOUSE

Kenwood’s DM-7090 MiniDisc player combines the latest ATRAC 4

processing with D. R. . V. E. Jon Marks discovers

that as far as MD is concerned,

brand new MiniDisc

player, the DM-7090,
features their D. R. |. V. E. technology.
Poring over the machine itself | could
find no evidence of any driver-friendly
pedals, go-faster stripes or even a glove
box. Mind you, judging from Kenwood’s
claims for their technology, the '7090
should at least make Jeremy
Clarksonesque compilations sound
better than an in-car cassette player.

Apparently, this latest acronym

actually stands for ‘Dynamic Resolution
Intensive Vector Enhancement’. Right,
I'm glad that's clear then! What it boils
down to is superior reproduction of

| was confused. Kenwood’s

small and low frequency signals. It's with
signals like these, Kenwood say, that
standard digital systems produce
quantisation distortion, where smooth

HI-FI WORLD

acronyms add up to fine sonic results.

analogue waveforms,
having been processed by the ADC in
the studio and then the DAC in a CD
player, come out in a characteristic
‘stepped’ form.

In terms of sound quality, this adds
up to a loss of subtle, low-level
information. Kenwood’s D. R. I. V. E.
uses high-speed filters working at
different frequencies to remove these
‘steps’ and give a smoother waveform.
Theoretically, it sounded like the
DM-7090 might have something new to
offer; | was happy to find that sonically
the same was true.

Experiences of yore with pre-
recorded MiniDiscs had me worried
that | might be greeted by the slightly
flat, artificial sound | had come across in
the past. But powering up with The
Fugees’ The Score found a
serendipitous mix of clarity, insight,
power and real rhythm.

Vocals, especially on
the eerie ‘Ready Or Not' imaged with
crystal clarity and loads of detail (the
kind you'd be hard-pressed to find from
a pre-recorded on a cassette deck at
any price). The drum machine
possessed floor-flexing extension and
impact, and pounded along with the
synthesiser chords in the background to
spine-chilling effect. There was a broad
spread of sound from left to right,
although a slight lack of depth
prevented the stage from filling out fully.

Popping the evergreen Tina Turner
and her Simply The Best compilation
MD into the 7090 gave me the chance
to run a comparison of MD vs LP vs
MC, as we have copies of the album on
all three formats.

The cassette version played on our
Nakamichi ZX-9 (which cost £1000 in
1985, when it was discontinued)
assembled a large sound stage with
solid, securely placed images. Vocals
were smooth and intelligible, if slightly
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audio 1

reat Valye Sound & Vision

» 30 Years Old - Audio T is one of the oldest and most respected hi-fi
retailers in the world.

» We're Authorised Dealers for all the products we stock and have
factory trained staff who know what they're talking about.

» Bemonstrations - All our shops have single speaker dem rooms and
all but two have a separate Home Cinema studio.

P PX - We're happy to take your old, working, equipment off your hands if
you don't want to sell it yourself (although you'll do better if you do).

» Exchanges & Upgrades - You can change goods within 7 days if they
are in perfect condition. You can also upgrade to more expensive procucts
within 30 days at no charge.

» Interest Free Credit is available on selected items.

» E. Mail & the Web - We are contactable on “hifi@audio-t.co.uk” and
on the web at “http://www.audio-t.co.uk™ where you'll find our full sale list
regularly updated.

» Guarantees - a full 3 year guarantee on all new hi-fi separates. Mini
Systems, Video & TV are 2 years.

» We’re friendly and un-intimidating, we can arrange home dems and
home loans (subject to status) and we install equipment foc if required.

“See our monthly special offers list on cur Web pages
or in What Hi-Fi every month”

CE
ROMISE

e We know you won'’t
find better service.

e We know you won'’t
find a better sound.

* But if you find a
better price, let us
know and as long as we
can verify it we'll be
happy to match it. Plus
you will still get our 3
YEAR Guarantee™.

2 Year on TVAVideo/Mini
Systerns ¢ 1 Year on Portables

Main Brands: Acoustic Energy,
Arcam, Atacama, Audiolab, B&W,
Cable Talk, Cetestion, Cyrus, Denon,
Dynaudia, KEF, Kenwood, Linn,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega,
Mission, Monitor Audio,
Mordaunt-Short, NAD, Naim,
Pionees, Quad, Rega, REL, Rotel,
Royd, Seanheiser, Tannoy, Technics,
Trichord, Yamaha.

Not all products are stocked by
every shop.

HOME 1

GINEN

SPECIALIST

BRITISH AUDIO
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i
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Headington
Tel: (01865) 65961
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Thurs eve open late until 8
Easy parking at rear

BASINGSTOKE

4 Feathers Lane
Tel: (01256) 24311

Tues-Srt 9-530
Easy parking near

W. HAMPSTEAD

Bl fn v

190 West End Lane
London NW6
Tel 0171 794 7848

Tues-Sat 10-6
Thurs eve cpen late until 8

CHELTENHAM

40/42 Albion Street

GANTS HILL

442-444 Cranbrook
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Tel: 0181-518 0915
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ENFIELD
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Tel: 0181-367 3132
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e

60 Fleet St., Swindon

Tel: (01242) 583960 Te:: (01793) 55822%

Tues-Fri 9.30-6 Sat 9.30-5.30
Easy parxing near

Tu2s-Sat 930 - 6
Easy Parking Near

Now that digital reproduction
technology is so advanced, you
can throw away all of your records.

"LOB LOCKS", as they say
on the planet Anagramia

orfofon
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SUpreme

01753-889949

raising
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Denon
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veiled. The drummer was obviously
happy thrashing away at the back of the
sound stage, driving the song along
rhythmically, although | have to say an
extra dose of bass power wouldn’t have
gone amiss.

Moving across to LP found a firmer,
more open sound that boasted an extra
layer of detail and depth over the
cassette version. Vocals were now
clearer, as were saxophone and |ead
guitar, both of which had a greater
sense of spaciousness around them.
Bass also had better focus, drive and
depth, though this last was partly due to
the Shure VI5VxMR being used
with its damper up.

MiniDisc seemed to bring
images and details to the fore,
without bowing forward the front
of the stage with a midrange and
treble response lift - the '7090's
tonal balance was neutral. Sound
stage depth was still slightly
truncated, so that what had
previously been located at the far
rear of the performance was now
closer to the front. There was no
doubt, though, that MD was far
superior to cassette in this particular
tete-a-tete, with a much more solid,
controlled and transparent rendition.

Thumbs up for replay then, so it
was time to try out the DM-7090 as a
recorder. Hooking it up to our DPA
Renaissance CD player via both optical
and co-axial leads, | put the Kenwood
through its paces making digital
recordings. It quickly became clear that
whatever the style of music being
recorded, co-axial link was the
zonnection to go for, rather than
optical.

Music transferred to MD via the
optical link tended to lose a lot of its
Jetail and separation, with orchestral
~vorks in particular suffering from a
dlurring that produced ‘mushy’ end
-esults. There was also a rather two-
dimensional sound stage, so | stuck with
z0-ax for judging the Kenwood’s digital
-ecording ability.

Tori Amos’ Boys For Pele CD was
mpressively clean, clear and dynamic.
The bassline of ‘Caught A Lite Sneeze’
1ad lost little of its power and depth.
darpsichord was crisp, its timing and

11-FI WORLD

precision undiluted by the ATRAC 4
compression process.

On the downside, vocals had lost
some of their smoothness and low-level
detail wasn’t as abundant on the MD as
it had been on the CD. The same was
true for orchestral and choral music,
which, although still enjoyable, lacked a
little subtlety and tonal colour,
becoming harder and less delicate.

Part of the reason for this loss of
colour and subtlety came from an
unexpected quarter - the discs
themselves. While the bulk of the
recording was carried out on 60min and

14

74min TDK and Maxell blank discs
(these have a similar sound, though the
Maxell has an edge in the subtlety and
timbral stakes), ! also tried out a special
Japan-only MD supplied by Kenwood -
Maxell's Gold MD 74.

The Maxell Gold disc caught a lot of
the tonal colour the more standard
offerings were missing out on. It
sounded smoother as well, avoiding the
slight hardness the other discs seemed
to inject into recordings - violins were
less glassy and gained extra detail and
sweetness. The Gold’s presentation was
less forward, with better front-to-back
integration in the sound stage, which
came across as more naturally
proportioned.

All'in all, the Gold gave a more
involving performance than the standard
discs and allowed the Kenwood to start
producing truly high-quality recordings.
We're currently in the process of
assembling a group of discs and hope to
bring you our findings on them in a
future issue.

Wondering if the same traits might
manifest themselves on analogue
recordings, | turned to our Garrard
401/SME 312/Shure VI5VxMR. After

some extremely nit-picky listening, |
have to confess that most of the
recordings the DM-7090 made from
our vinyl front-end were very close to
the original. One difference which did
crop up consistently, however, was a bit
of added weight and bass richness,
fractionally brighter treble and a slightly
harder midrange to MD recordings
compared to the originals. Less
consistent was the fact that dense
tracks, Hendrix’s ‘Purple Haze’ for
example, seemed to lose a little more of
their dynamics and vitality than sparser
ones like Jackie Leven's ‘Clay Jug'. That
said, the differences were still
minimal.

Characteristics like acoustic
and tonal quality, where | had
suspected MD might lag as a
recorder, were difficult to fault on
the Kenwood. Recording analogue
signals onto MD produced digital
versions that really were
impressively similar to the
originals.

| have to say the DM-7090 does a
better job as a recorder than 99.99% of
all cassette decks, and without the
hassle of tape tuning to boot. If the
scrawny catalogue of pre-recorded
titles could only be fleshed out to
proper proportions and brought down
to sensible prices (not the £14-£16
charged at present), | suspect MiniDisc’s
future would be looking bright «
Kenwood DM-7090 £499.95
Kenwood
Dwight Road,

Watford,
Herts. WD 8EB
Tek 01923 816444

WORLD VERDICT

Judging from the DM-7090's
impressive replay and recording
abilities, the days of cassette are
numbered. If your heart was
previously set on a Nakamichi, have a
listen to the Kenwood instead.

Measured Performance
see pl03
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SMALL AND SWEET

Mission’s 751 Freedom loudspeaker is a little charmer, finds Nick Tate.

ince its birth a few years ago,
S Mission’s diminutive 751 stand-

mounter has lived in the shadow
of its bigger brothers’ success. But that
could now change, because the 75| has
been ‘Freedomed’.

It now gets a new fabric dome
tweeter in place of the previous metal
dome for just a small price hike to
£350. With neatly chamfered edges,
sculpted grilles, gold-plated bi-wire
terminals and a neat black front baffle,
they look gorgeous and are beautifully
put together too.

While all four members of the 750
Freedom range share the silk dome
tweeter, the 75|F is the only one to use
polypropylene in its mid-bass driver
cone (the 752F uses High Definition
Aerogel, the 753F paper, and the 754F a
combination of the two). This material
sounds more refined than paper but
isn’t the stiffest of materials and can
sound woolly.

Spiked to Atacama SE24 stands and
driven by a Pioneer A400X with
Marantz CD-63SE and Rega Planar 3
sources, the baby Missions were very
much at home in my smallish listening
room. Unlike their floor-standing 752F
brothers, they didn’t seem fussy about

placement - ten centimetres from the
wall suited their rear-firing ports just
fine.

Suede’s ‘Trash’ was first on.
Through some ’speakers its rough-and-
ready production sounds strident, but
the 751Fs were impressively smooth
and refined, with the kind of warm tone
that seems to elude so many ’speakers
these days. Don’t confuse this with
blandness though, because the Missions
had real rhythmic ability and control.

Moving to Sade’s ‘Smooth
Operator’, the jazzy cymbal work came
across as sweet and intricate, with
perhaps just a slight loss of atmosphere
compared to the best. Interestingly, the
751Fs sounded smoother and more
integrated than their bigger brothers,
the new tweeter better complementing
the 751F’s polyprop driver than the
752F’s harder sounding HDA unit.

Detail was good, with impressive
resolution of everything from studio
reverb to the grain of Miss Adu’s
plaintive voice. Imaging was also strong,
although not quite as ‘out of the box’ as,
say, Linn’s Tukan stand-mounters.
Predictably, bass was lighter than the
752Fs, not altogether a bad thing as the
extra weight can slow things down
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slightly, removing some of the music’s
rhythmic snap. Still, the 751Fs did have a
slight tendency to ‘one-note’ the bass
guitar; as always, it's swings and
roundabouts.

The cool Latin Jazz of Astrud
Gilberto’s ‘Girl from Ipanema’ was a
delight through the 751Fs. Their
smooth presentation really suited the
smoky, late-evening mood of the song.
Astrud’s legendary voice was superbly
projected, hanging eerily above the
'speakers. Only when asked to handie
the hard snare and bass drum work at
the beginning of Isaac Hayes’ dramatic
cover of ‘Summer in the City’ did the
751Fs run into difficulties.

They lacked the weight and control
of larger and more expensive stand-
mounters, at very high levels sitting on
transients and flattening dynamics. Still,
this is a fact of life with most small
loudspeakers, and you'll need to spend
considerably more than £350 to get
round it.

Linn’s Classical 1996 sampler CD
only served to enhance my respect for
these Freedoms. They set up a clear,
spacious acoustic that was a joy to listen
to. In fact, compared to the analytical
752Fs, they verged on the euphonic,
making them ideal for budget systems
that might otherwise lack tonal colour
or refinement.

It's hard not to like Mission’s little
751 Freedoms - they're refined
‘speakers with an engagingly musical
sound. And the fact that they're built
beautifully and look great shouldn’t
dissuade potential purchasers either.
Maybe the 751's time has finally come @
Mission 75| Freedom £350
Mission Group,

Huntingdon,
Cambs. PEI8 6ED
Tel: 01480 451777

WORLD VERDICT

Charming little stand-mounters with a
sweet, warm, musical sound.

Measured Performance
see ploO3
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POWER
AND PURITY

Audiolab 8000DAC
Audiolab 8000CDM
Audiolab 8000C
Audiolab 8000P
Audiolab 80005
Audiolab 8000T

B
M By combining advanced design and innovative

/\ engineering we created pure direct coupled
'{l"';!l[&” circuitry for the Audiolab 8000Q Pre-amplifier.
a1 We call it Audiolab Z¢ TECHNOLOGY. Combine

the 8000Q with two or four Audiolab 8000M
Audiolab 8000Q Monobloc Power Amplifiers and vou have a
Audiolab 8000M formidable amplification system.

Audiolab 8000T

If your requircments are mare modest, Audiolab
manufactures a range of seven amplifiers
beginning with the internationally acclaimed
Audiolab 80004 Integrated Amplifier.

For more information and details of your

Audiolab dealer call or write.

Audiolab 80005

Cantbridge Systems Technology Lid =AU D I o LAB
Spitfire Close, Ermine Business Park E
Huntingdon, Cambs PEI8 6XY

Telephone 01480 415600
Fax 01480 52159



A GRADE

Noel Keywood takes the Grado Silver Signature cartridge out for a spin.

reViGW

How do Grado shape up against market faves like Shure and Goidring?

t £119 the Grado Prestige
Silver cartridge will appeal more
to enthusiasts than the casual

record spinner. The price might not be
a fortune in hi-fi terms but it is almost
identical to the Goldring 1042, a
seriously good cartridge in both
measured and subjective terms. By US
prices, as set by Shure say, the Prestige
Silver is a mid-price cartridge. To
emphasise this, above it in the Grado
range lies their Reference Series. In the
UK however, the 1042 is top of the tree
price wise. This is of some consequence,
in specification and practice.

Grado use a particular hum-bucking
arrangement of four signal coils. For this
reason their cartridge bodies are
made from plastic. They lack the mu-
metal screening can otherwise seen
on moving magnet (MM) types.
Reasoning that buyers prefer to see a
bit of shiny metal, an alloy trim is
placed over the body.

Weighing égms, the Prestige Silver
will suit all arms, and it comes in
standard 1/2in mount or P-mount. | had
no trouble bolting it into our SME312
headshell. The signal pins are marked
only by H and G (Hot and Ground) in
relief on the black plastic body, which
makes them very difficult to see. I've
wrestled with Grados many times
before because of this rudimentary
presentation and know that it’s best to
check with an eyeglass first.

Recommended tracking force is
|.5gms and at this downforce the
Prestige Silver tracked like crazy in
tests. It was especially confident in the
midband, where few cartridges manage
to clear our 25cms/sec rms torture
track; the Grado sailed through. In use |
found it sounded smooth and confident
at all times, irrespective of modulation
level.

HI-FI WORLD

The stylus is an elliptical and it
sounded like it. Against the Goldring
1042, with its Fritz Geiger |l stylus, the

Grado sounded soft and indistinct in the

treble regions. It quite obviously lacked
the fine detailing and insight displayed
by the 1042, or Shure’s superb
VI5VxMR. Measurement confirmed
this, showing considerably higher inner-
groove losses, a function of stylus radius
and short-wavelength tracing ability. No
matter what | played,
cymbals and

suchlike

came across as
delicately portrayed,
but recessed in the mix and
softly focused too.

A similar characteristic existed
down at the other end of the spectrum.
From John Lee Hooker's Boom Boom,
with its solid bass lines, through to the
explosive start of Jackie Leven’s ‘Call
Mother a Lonely Field', the Grado
struck me as soft and lacking in low-end
grunt. Tracks that normally have the
walls trembling and CD players
a'quaking, like Tina Turner’s ‘Steamy
Windows', lost their force and impact.
Some years ago, realising that cartridge
motors are incredibly sensitive vibration
transducers that must be firmly located,
manufacturers like Linn, Ortofon and
Goldring revamped their cartridge

bodies, often resorting to machined
metal. Grado have stayed with plastic
and | suspect this doesn’t help matters.

This cartridge's meek presentation
at spectrum extremes placed emphasis
on the midband. Here vocals were
smoothly rendered and instruments slid
past without incident. At times though,
when the stylus really had to waggle,
notably when trying to reproduce
complex backing vocals given presence
in the mix, the Prestige Silver became
muddled.

The Prestige Silver came across as
smooth and even delicate at times. But
it was also unremarkable in its sound
and, when the going got tough, the
stylus showed its limitations. A Goldring
1022 gives a firmer bottom-end kick
with similar stylus-related subjective
characteristics, at a lower price. If the
Grado had any particularly strong traits
it could more easily justify itself to
those listeners with sympathetic tastes,
but this wasn't the case ®
Grado Prestige Silver £119
UK Sales: Goldring Products
8 Greyfriars Road,

Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk IP32 7DX
Tel: 01284 701101

@@

WORLD VERDICT
Good tracking, smooth and

inoffensive sound, but anodyne. Lacks
sparkle in any department.

Measured Performance

see plo03
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Make the

sound decision
with May Audio...

...the Distributors of note;’

[ ) A—
l “Wonderfully
| communicative
| miniature; loads
of fun” |
|
!
|

SOUND QUALITY
* %k kK
Hii Choice |
“Whatever sort of music you
enjoy, if you're in the market for
small speakers, you'll find the
refined bur invigorating Totems
are poles apart from masscs of
more mundane miniatures”

MODEL ! ......£1195.00
MANI 2 ... .£2995.00

MITE ...........£495.00
TABU .......£2195.00

“X" “The SW12 subwoofer

e produced more extension
of the listening expesience chan [
expected. The sound was warmer,
more solid and involving.”

“...this subwoofer is remarkably
self-effacing in appearance and
casily accommodated in any room

situation.”
Gramophone

“...a natural sounding system that
impressed from first listening and
continued to provide musical
enjoyment over an extended

MODEL 200 ......£200.00 MODEL 400 .....£330.00
MODEL 300 .__£250.00 SUBWOOFER . £250.00
TRI-MOUNT RIGID SPEAKER STAND ... £50.00

listening.”

“...the Sequence 400s thus gain an

enthusiastic reccommendation.”
HI-FI NEWS &

RECORD REVIEW

PROPHONE
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“It's a diamond necklace in a world of plastic
bur without the Tiffany price tag.”
Eric Braithwaite, HiFi World

“Clearly then, the 11D components are of an ourstanding quality.”
| Jimmy Hughes, Audiophile
“The result was music making withour the Hi-Ii intruding.”

Peter | Comeaux, HiFi News

“Spirolink |, Spirolink 11 and Digilink Copper”

HiFi Choice Recommended

“Airoflex, ¥ % ¥ & * rating” e

Integrated Zero .........£500.00 Phonostage MMO.....£400.00

Integrated Zero LE _..£800.00 LSB Linestage .......£2000.00
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’

—Jecklin Float Headphones

© “Speaker-like sound...
...1ts in the cans!!!”
“To call these transducers ‘headphones’
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Audiophile
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Noel Keywood tests a budget cassette deck from a respected name. But

can Teac’s £99.95 V-610 deliver hi-fi recordings?

T here’s no Dolby S or fancy frills
on Teac’s V-610. It is a cooking,
functional cassette deck priced
at just £99.95. That’s low. You get little
more than tape chewers for under £ |60
these days, although with the Yen
weakening daily this could change.
Talking of which, the V-610 did start to
chew a new TDK SA but | heard the
munching noises and interrupted the
feast. This happened once - not enough
to indict the unit - but disappointing all
the same. Especially since measurement
highlighted the fact that to keep costs
down Teac have used a budget
transport.

Build quality is average - the box is
big but there’s a lot of air irside. | found
myself steadying the deck whilst
pressing the soft-touch controls, to
prevent it skidding backwards.

Dolby B and C noise reduction
systems are on-board, plus the Dolby
HX Pro headroom expansion system.
This acts to prevent head overload at
high frequencies, giving less muddled
and dulled treble when there’s lots of it.
Teac have adjusted this deck so it has
low bias, and in conjunction with HX
Pro the result is good treble quality. |
noticed pretty quickly when making
recordings that there was little sign of
dulling and cymbals didn’t get tangled up
with maracas and triangles, a point in
the V-610’s favour. Trouble is, because
bias has been kept down, the midband

HI-FI WORLD

overload ceiling isn’t too wonderful, so
it is best not to record above Dolby
level (shown by the Dolby symbol).

Keeping record level down makes
hiss a little more obvious. There was a
little hiss with Dolby B, and the usual
lack of hiss, but vague sound, with
Dolby C. However, we can't be fussy at
this price. Using a quiet tape like TDK
SA hiss is hardly audible, making SA a
good choice for Classical music in
particular. Budget ferrics are hissier.

It's best not to use metals on a
budget deck because inexpensive heads
can’t handle the bias level needed. For
example, ferric TDK AR will get +3dB
more level onto a tape across the
midband than meta! TDK MA on this
deck. It offers equally good bass too,
which this deck needs, because it does
sound a little bass light and bass
distortion is considerable (8%) with
metal tape.

Teac have done a good job on basic
adjustment and this was obvious in use.
Whether | recorded on ferric, chrome
or metal tapes, all sounded well
balanced tonally. Although the deck has
a small bass hump around 200Hz, it
sounds a little bass light, because there
is low bass roll off below 100Hz. There
was a good sense of clarity though, due
to extended treble, and Rock music
generally came over as stable, if lacking
in bottom-end slam,

Piano suffered vagueness of pitch

and occasionally notes wavered audibly,
as I'd expected from measurement, but
I'm not sure most people would pick up
on this, only critical listeners. Pre-
recordeds also came over clearly, with
some slight treble softness and bass
lightness.

The V-610 worked well enough at
the price. Compromises have to be
expected and Teac have simply put in a
budget transport. The rest of the deck
was respectable enough and well set up,
which counts for a lot, making this a
balanced package free from glaring
weaknesses @
Teac V-610 £99.95
Teac
5 Marlin House,

The Croxley Centre,
Watford,

Herts. WD 8YA
Tel: 01923 819630

WORLD VERDICT

The V-610's performance matches its
£100 price well, but budget cassette
audiophilia really starts at about £75
more.

Measured Performance

see P103
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MAKE YOUR REGA SOUND
AS GOOD AS A LINN

Fibrelam plinth kits, Megabearings,
power supplies and Rega tonearm
rewires from £70 and upwards.
There’s a lot of potential upgrading
in your deck - telephone or e-mail
for info pack.

- &
4 I

MAKE YOUR LP12 SOUND
AS GOOD AS A MANTRA
Fibrelam subchassis with
Megabearing and motor rebuild,
power supplies and tonearms from
£330 upwards. Manticore Mistral

System Integrity wired phono stage
now available.

- _J
/ N
MAKE YOUR MANTRA
SOUND EVEN BETTER

Take your Mantra up to Magister

level. And then spend your money
on vinyl. Over 4,000 pre-enjoyed
vinyl records in stock from £3 and
upwards. Amplifier and CD
upgrades a speciality.

( )

- )
MANTICORE AUDIO VISUAL

MAV Shareholders Ltd, The Old Tinsmith’s,
Shortmead Street, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire,
SG18 OAP. United Kingdom
Tel: 01767 318437 Fax: 01767 318462

Visa, Mastercard, Delta, Switch, chcque and wonga wken
E-mail: manticore @dial.pipex.com

\ Web: hitp://dialspace.dial.pipex.com/manticore/ )

MUSICAL FIDELITY

XK=S[EIRIIES

]
SR=-CANIS

‘MUSICAL FIDELTY

............

"MUSICAL FIDEUTY

2}

©
XR=PRE

‘MUSICAL FIDEUTY

MUSICAL FIDEUTY

&)

XK=UTONIE

MUSICAL ADEUTY

X10-D "THE MISSING LINK"

Designed as an upgrade for budget to mid
priced CD players this tube line stage has a
very high input impedance so that your CD
player works into an easy load, the X10-D then
easily drives the amplifier input giving clearly
audible improvements in dynamics and bass
response. Can also be used with other line level
sources or between pre and power amps etc.
£119.99

X-CANS

A high-end Class A triode tube headphone
amplificr for the scrious headphone listener,
used with good quality headphones the results
are truly breathtaking. £129.99

X-DAC

Upgrade your existing CD player to the
latest technology the X-DAC is fully
HDCD compatible for great sound with
your existing discs and the new HDCD
encoded discs. Compatible with CD, DAT
and broadcast digital standards with both
coaxial and optical inputs. £209.99

X-LP

For lovers of vinyl who either don't have or
want to upgrade their phono input. Caters for
both MM and MC cartridges. This low noise,
high quality phono stage will get the very
best from your record collection.  ¢129 99

X-PRE

A very high quality Class A triode tube pre-
amp which will find numerous uses, for
instance adding extra inputs 1o a system or
upgrading the performance of intcgrated
amplifiers or simply as a high quality pre-
amp £109.99

X-PSU
Upgrades and powers up to four X-series
units. The X-PSU even further improves the
performance ot the X-Series units

£129.99

X-TONE

T'one control module with separately
selectable and defeatable bass and treble roll
oft frequencies. Allows subtle tailoring of’
system sound to adjust for system deticien-
cies. room resonances etc. without disturbing
the midrange tonality £129.99

For more details or to order any of the
above, please call:-

OC%/(//'( @ ’/{(/J/( n

Tel:- 01608 644954
Fax:- 01608 645954

e-mail:- sales araudio-masters.demon.co.uk

1 Dunthrop Farm Cottaees Hevthrop Chipping Norton (xon OX7 51
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S Uners sometimes test
reviewers’ linguist'c
capabilities in unexpected

ways. Sony's SA3ES arrived with an
instruction manual in severz| languages
but not, alas, any | know well. My
German evertually failed me and though
| worked out how to access all of the
cther Radio Data services, | never did
fathom how to use the timer.

That's a misnomer, in a way,
because although RDS transmits an
accurate clock, without a switched
mains outlet to feed a recorder, this
tuner wil! (I think) merely switch iself
on or off at prescribed times. Good for
John Major to tune into the Today
programme at 0810 to find out what
inanities Michael Howard is offering, and
off again at 0812 so he’s spared the
embarrassment of hearing his policies
shredded by the opposition.

Why no French, | woncered. They
have RDS too, proved conclusively by
freak weather conditions sending over
France Culture to drown Radio |
(there’s i~ony for you; a potentially
welcome side-effect of fuil European
union, | dare say) ard France Inter
further along the dial.

Apart from the Sony’s propensity
to pick on more than one strong
transmission, tuning into Radio 3 was
particularly pleasant. Mravinsky's
Leningrad performance of Shostakovich
from the RFH in 1960 was, exactly as

HI-FI WORLD

was said at the
tme, “A magnificently eloquent and
perfectly controlled performance”. So
was the ST-SA3ES's. There's no
mistaking the Leningrad’s brass, grasped
with great realism by this tuner, right
down to the shading between each
section, or the sweet and vivid strings.

Equally magnificent was a
thunderingly vivacious performance of
Chabrier’s Espana via John Eliot
Gardiner ard the VPO, with terrific
percussion; just a trifle woolly, but no
more than is expected from almost any
tuner. Checking with a Quad FM4
alongside. | found there's just a spot. of
mild euphony employed here, which
made timps and bass drums a touch
deeper and the midrange a little
broader and a little crisper. As always,
stage depth was not perfect - the Sony
is a touch two-dimensional - but left-
right imaging was spot-on.

That touch of midrange and bass
enhancement, not in the least overdone
was just the job for Rock stations.
Certzinly, the Sony had a driving beat
and a rhythmic grip that puts it weli in
touch with any of the competition. Just
enough, too, to add a mild dash of spice
to Jazz FM's sometimes lazy ‘Dinner
Jazz’ - a spot of curry powder in the
Corttage Pie.

Let’s not talk about the LW/MW
pertormance, though. For all it's good
to have LW, a nasty plastic aerial
wound with thin wire couldn’t achieve a
buzz or hum-free reception. Radio

Walkmans do better than
this. Still, with -eally good FM
performance and full RDS/Eon on top,
this Sony tuner should be one of the
handful on the shopping list of even the
hardened purist.

Let's hope Radio 3 repeats that
Mravinsky performance. The Sony
helped to make it jaw-droppingly
memorable. Just that alone would have
been worth £250. Oh, and another
memory. Would the clock really -
unlike a video - know when Summer
time changed back to GMT? The tuner
was plugged in that weekend, so |
stayed up to watch. ard |.59am was
followed immediately by Iam, again, not
2. Nice to know it works. Having gained
an hour, | stayed up to listen. No
regrets

WORLD VERDKT @@ &@

The Sony is worth every penny of its
asking price. If you're z fan of radio,
this is one tuner to go for.

Measured Performance
see plO3
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WRITE & WIN
WITH
Hi-F1 WORLD!

Every letter we print
wins a superb prize!

Audiophile
International LPs,
Chord Co.
interconnects,
Newnes
Audio & Hi-Fi
handbooks and a
FREE subscription
to Hi-Fi World
for the best letter
of the month!

Please write, fax or
Email to
Hi-Fi World Mail
(with prizes)

64 Castellain Rd
Maida Vale,
London W9 IEX
Fax: 0171 289 5620

Email:

. edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk

The writer of the
‘Letter of the Month’
wins a free subscription
to Hi-Fi World
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TONE ME!
A question which interests me is
why most higher priced
amplifiers, say £500 and over,
come without tone controls
whereas most budget priced
amplifiers are supplied with tone
controls. From this it may be
deduced that the more
expensive amplifiers are good
enough to produce high quality
sound whereas the lower priced
amplifiers have imperfections
due to design or quality of
components which need the use
of tone controls.

Lets face it, an amplifier is as
good as the signal that is fed

into it. Give it a poor signal and
the sound it reproduces will be
of poor quality. The better the

Mail-

amplifier, the more capable it
will be of revealing
imperfections in the source.

The type of tone controls Quad used to fit to their pre-amps - bass step,
treble tilt and roll-off filters - are much more subtie and useful for tonal
adjustments than crude treble and bass potentiometers,

LETTER OF THE MONTH

FEEDBACK ON
FEEDBACK

| note a sudden interest in
motional feedback in your
supplements and presume, as
you state you heard the system
at Philips, that you have the
original paper by Klaassen and
Koning published in Philips
Technical Review Vol. 29 No5
of 1968.

Letters on bridge methods
from Turner and Davies, the
latter quoting a 1938 WE
patent, sent me to my archives
to present you with a copy of
the circuit from Paul Voigt's
patent 231,972, dated 29th
January 1924. From papers
typed and annotated by him in
August 1970, which are in my
possession, | append the
following description.

“As you will see from the
circuit, it makes the
loudspeaker one arm of an AC
bridge. The arm which balances
the moving iron loudspeaker’s
inductance is a choke, with no
parts supposed to move at any

frequency. So long as the
programme frequencies were
those on which the 'speaker
behaved as a pure choke, the
bridge remained in balance and
nothing special happened.

At those frequencies,
however, at which the 'speaker
drive portion or the diaphragm
or horn resonated, the bridge
became unbalanced. The
‘floating’ audio transformer
then fed back into the grid
circuit a signal due to the
imbalance of the bridge.

It was possible to make the
connection in such a way that
the fed-back signal provided
negative feedback at the
resonant frequencies, thus
diminishing the effect of the
resonant peak. By suitable
juggling of the exact values of
the bridge arms it was possible
to unbalance the bridge slightly
at both high and low
frequencies in such a way that
there, the feedback was
positive, thus boosting the ends
of the scale where the
‘speaker’s response was poor.

The values of the
components of the bridge arms
were chosen so that they
‘stole’ only a small amount of
the audio energy. By means of a
switch, the system could be
made to behave like a normal
amplifier and it was enlightening
to switch over from ‘Normal’
to ‘Compensated’. Apart from
the improvement in frequency
response, it had the effect,
when several voices or
instruments were involved at
the same time, of ‘disentangling’
their sounds (no doubt due to
better transient response). The
sensation was that the sound
came through the loudspeaker
rather than originating at its
mouth.”

All this was done in 1923 at
the age of 22! A most
remarkable man whom it was
my pleasure to have met
several times in my youth.
Incidentally, this is by far the
earliest use of negative
feedback that | know of, many
years before it was ‘invented’.
But Voigt saw it as a normal
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Most sources from CD
and radio produce
satisfactory sound but many
are imperfect, especially in
the balance between bass and
treble, and in the case of
CDs, a stridency in the upper
register. One of the ways to
ameliorate these
imperfections is by the use of
tone controls which can
rectify an unbalanced source
and reduce stridency.

The purist may argue that
tone controls introduce
distortion. There are two
answers to this. If the purist
is straining his ears to detect
the almost inaudible
distortion that tone controls
may bring, he is probably
listening for distortion rather
than enjoying the music he

wants to hear. Secondly,
most amplifiers with tone
controls have a switch to
defeat the tone control
circuit, so obviating any
distortion that may arise.

Two other advantages of
tone controls. They can
modify the sound to suit
individual taste and, in the
case of those who prefer
lower listening levels, or have
to because of interference to
neighbours, the tone control
can help replace the bass
which is diminished or lost in
these conditions.

What, then, is the answer
to tone controls? Are they
good, bad or indifferent? It
seems to me that any
advantage they bring could
justify their inclusion in any

amplifier, however good or
expensive.

Don’t tell anyone else, but
a lot of it is to do with
cost. A good-quality
volume potentiometer can
cost £4 or more. Add VAT,
the dealer’s 35%-40%
margin, the manufacturer’s
profit, and putting two
tone controls in turns a
£500 amplifier into a £550
one. Mass manufacturers
can absorb the cost
because it’s cheaper to buy
hundreds of thousands
than hundreds.

By and large, the effect

tone controls have on the
sound compared to the
subtlety that can be
managed during recording
or mastering with
computer software is
extremely gross. It
amounts to little more
than a hump in the bass
and a peak in the treble.
You tend to lose more in
sound quality than you
gain.

"Tone-shaping’ tone
controls, however, are
different, but, alas, rare.
The pioneers were Quad
with their bass step, treble
tilt and roll-off filters,
which introduce the kind
of subtlety we want.
There’s a carefully

LETTER OF THE MONTH (CONT.)

thing to do, taking it in his stride as he
did so many other nice circuit tricks,
and never bothered to mention it in the
patent.

As a rather forlorn footnote to the
above description he added, “The
compensating amplifier never went into
commercial production, being
regarded as ‘ahead of its time™. He
was then working for ). E. Hough Ltd,
owners of Edison Bell. He went to
Canada in 1950 where he died in
1981,

|

Geoffrey Horn
Harcourt Hill,
Oxford.

I find this totally fascinating. It
explains why people of long
experience in audio regard Voigt as
one of the most innovative and
influential figures in the history of
the business. It also questions
claims I have seen that Harold Black
invented negative feeback in 1938.
And since electronic amplification
had only started to become
available in 1920 and was hardly

| widespread or even well understood
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[Thes Dravang is areproduction. of the Onginal on a redauced wnle]

in 1924, Voigt's abilities seem even
more remarkable. Readers might be
interested to know that he was born
of German parents who emigrated to
Britain.

Yes, we have an interest too,
since Motional Feedback offers the

231.972 COMPLETE SPECIFICATION alsmaxz

E

2

LT wv—

Voigt’s 1924 patent of motional feedback.

prospect of great bass from a cabinet
of sensible size. It also offers
tuneability (Q) to better match room
conditions and, in principle at least,
it is very cheap to implement. But
the considerable problems of the
system are not openly discussed it
seems to me, each developer offering

.. 44 >

a somewhat partisan view of the
system according to problems that,
perhaps, went unsolved during
development.

Faced by this, I have been
working on MFB for some months
and, after getting a system with

feedback coil working successfully
have rejected it as sub-optimal.
Interestingly, though, such a
system suits subwoofers very well
- and there are few of those
around. I have been hunting for
special parts and hope soon to
move on to the next iteration,
which should be altogether more
sophisticated (fingers crossed!)

MFB frightens me every bit as

much as the HT voltage in valve

amplifiers, because when it goes

wrong, it does so big time, having
a horrible predilection to self-
destruct. All the same, I sense
success may not be too far away.
But please don’t write in asking for
details, kits, dates of publication,
etc, because none of these things are
available at present. I'm still sitting
here with a pile of smoking drive
units littering the floor all around
me. NK
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engineered curve so that
alterations to the upper
frequencies are balanced at
the bottom or vice-versa.
Meridian has a pre-
amplifier with similar
facilities and you may
remember Richard Brice’s
‘Maximalist’ pre-amplifier
proposal in these pages
some time ago. This is
more useful.

For example,
Supraplion recordings on
vinyl had a distinctly
‘toppy’ equalisation,
which can be helpfully
tamed through judicions
use of a Quad 34’s tilt
control. I was interested to
find some years ago that
the CDs had been re-
mastered with this
correction, though the
change would have been
about 0.5dB rather than
the 1dB which was the best
the Quad could do.

However, the more
‘right’ an amplifier is to
begin with, the less this
really affects anyone with
nost modern recordings.

It would come as a
nasty shock to many hi-fi
buyers, I suspect, to realise
how much fiercer violins
can sound in some
orchestras in some halls
than on many recordings. I
have always imagined that
this is the real cause of
some ‘stridency’ many
people complain of on CD.
Sometimes it can be down
to the character of the
microphone used. Indeed,
many engineers carefully
fiddle the recording to
avoid it. But you need
Avid software and a Neave
mixing desk to do the same
in reverse.

Cutting or boosting
treble or bass doesn’t do
much good for overall
quality. You get more bass,
or less treble, and that
never compensates in a
budget — or expensive —
amplifier for ‘good’ bass or
‘good’ treble. There are

also complex phase
relationships compensated
for in recording too, which
the end-user can’t do
anything about.

Distortion in the tone
control circuit is, in fact,
the least of the problems.
The gross alteration in
tonal quality would over-
ride it, and in many
amplifiers, defeating the
tone controls still doesn’t
make a fundamentally
poor amplifier any better.

I've just spent some
hours listening to a new
amplifier design in various
guises over the six months
of its development. This is
tone control-less, and the
designers have spent the
last three months
struggling with the
changes in overall sound
quality that changing a
theoretically irrelevant
value of a single
component makes.

Having achieved the
best compromise in the
end, they couldn’t really
face making things worse
once more by adding tone
controls. And this is a very
revealing amplifier, quite
capable of pinpointing
slight sonic differences in
cables or the qualitative
difference between the
same digital converter chip
used in only slightly
different circuits.

The better the
equipment, the easier it
ought to become to forgive
imperfections in the source,
because with plenty more
going on, the brain should
mask some of them. Except
for some Rock and Pop
recordings, of course,
where they’re so gross
we’re stuck with them. The
way forward is not tone
controls but digital re-
equalisation. But that does
not come cheap, so we’re
back at the beginning.

A word about using
tone controls to
compensate for low-level

listening. The ear is less
sensitive to bass at low
voluine level, but the
neighbours aren’t.
Ironically, winding up the
bass at low volume levels
is likely to upset the

people next door more than

well-integrated bass at
normal levels. EB

Newnes Tel: 01865 310366

ELECTRONICS
MADE SIMPLE

i~

A

LAN SINCLAIR

s

Find out more about the basics
of hi-fi with a copy of

Electronics Made Simple.

CURING BREAK-UP
Over the years | have bought
various pieces of hi-fi
equipment, mostly second-
hand due to a limited budget.
My present system consists
of a Logic DMI101, Helius
Aureus arm, Ortofon 510/P,
AR A60 amp, Marantz CD-

GEQDISE.

Ty metite

music, ranging from Classical
and Opera to Rock and Pop,
played mostly on the
turntable. My problem is that
during loud passages the
sound becomes distorted and
unpleasant. Could this be due
to the arm, which seems to
have a slight slackness in its
bearings? Could you
recommend an amp and CD
player as I'm in the position
to upgrade. Maybe a better
'speaker cable is also needed
as I'm using Tandy Flatwire at
present.

Unfortunately, the Aureus
is not an arm I know well.
But if it uses ballraces
(ball bearings in a metal
ring) and there is
looseness, then the
bearings have probably
bitten the dust. If, on the
other hand, the arm sits
not on ballraces but on a
knife-edge-type bearing
like SME’s 3009 Series 111,
then play is a consequence
of the design and is not a
problem.

If it’s not the arm
causing the distortion,
then it’s most likely the
cartridge. There are two
possible problems here,
misalignment and a worn

stylus. Curing the first
involves buying
something like a
Musical Fidelity
Geo-disc for £25
(Audiophile
International -
01276 855578).
This might sound
like quite a lot to
shell out for what is
basically a stylus

For swift, accurate cartridge alignment, protractor, but it’s

Mobile Fidelity’s Geo-disc is a good

choice.

62B, JVC DD77 cassette
deck, Trio KT400L tuner and
ProAc Super Tablettes on
26in. stands.

| listen to all kinds of

the fastest, easiest
way of sorting out
alignment that 've
cone across.

Styli generally need
replacing after about a
year’s use at two or three
hours a day. If you haven’t



replaced your stylus for
over a year, then a new one
would be a good idea. Also
try checking the Vertical
Tracking Force (for an
MM, 1.5gms is a good rule
of thumb) and bias (anti-
skating). This is usually
set to match the VTF,
although experimentation
yields the best results.

Another point to bear
in mind is that budget
cartridges (the 510 costs
£25)don’t track as well as
more expensive models,
and loud passages of
Classical and Opera
are the most difficult for
a cartridge to get to grips
with. If all else fails, try
auditioning Goldring's
1006 (£60).

You don’t mention
what budget limitations
are, but as for amp and CD
player, you could try
Aura’s VA-80SEx
integrated amp (who came
up with that suffix?! )with
its impressive phono stage
at £270 and B&W’s DM602
loudspeakers at £300. The
warmth of the Aura should
counteract the DM602’s
slightly monotonal
presentation, the two
producing a very detailed,
transparent sound
together. If you do find the
’602s aren’t your cup of
tea, then try BEW’s
DM305 floor-stander
(£350) or Heybrook’s HB1
S3 (£270). M

Audiophile Int. Tel: 01276 855578
7t \
' DIOP H}'L‘E
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Keep your records in pristine

condition with some
Audiophile International record

inner sleeves.
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GOT KNOTTED
System: Teac VRDS-TI1 CD
transport, Micromega Duo BS
DAC, Audiolab 8000A
amplifier, TDL Studio |
'speakers, Deltec digital
interconnect, Ixos 104
analogue interconnect and
Cable Talk 4 bi-wire
loudspeaker cable.

For £750,
Technics' SU-

C1000/SE-A 1000
pre/power combo offers a
seductive mix of sweetness,

transparency and control.

My system has evolved
over the years and produces
a detailed, neutral sound with
good drive and reasonable
bass extension. It is a shade
bright and clinical though.

The listening room is a
garage conversion measuring
12ft x 8ft and, whilst not
ideally large enough for the
TDLs, does allow me to play
music at volume (house move
due next year).

Following the purchase of
the transport, | experimented
with various cables and
interconnects (thanks to
Oxford Audio Consultants)
trying to tweak the overall
sound. Instead, | have
managed to get totally
confused and tie myself up in
sonic knots - too many
variables?

Ideally, | want cables that
will not restrict the extension
and clarity of the bass and
that will reintroduce some
warmth that has been lost
with the change of transport.

| feel that the next
upgrade should be the
addition of an Audiolab
8000P power amp but
wonder if the Micromega

DAC should be replaced first.

| love the sound of the TDLs
but do not think they are
giving of their best in the
current set up.

Any good ideas for cable
choice in the present
arrangement and advice on

the next
upgrade would
be gratefully
received. | listen mainly to
modern Jazz, Fusion and
progressive Rock.

I'm sure there’s a few
readers with hi-fis installed in
garage conversions - how
about an article on
treating/furnishing such a
room.

Chris Raven
Witney,
Oxon,

If an upgrade is limited to
cables at the moment, I'd
go for a stretch of Chord
Co Chrysalis at £30/m.
This has a sound which is
appealingly warm without
loss of clarity or detail. In
fact, in terms of insight, it
betters many more
expensive cables. Other
worthies are Prima Links’
Pink Link Green (£30) and
Apollo Black Velvet
Standard (£30).
Replacement DACs
worth a listen are DPA’s
Little Bit Three (£300),
Renaissance (£570) and

Audiolab 8000DAC (£895).

Teac’s VRDS-T1 transport
is a very capable disc-
spinner and should work
well with any of these
DACs.

For a combination of

grunt, smoothness, warmth

and clarity, Technics’
battery-powered SU-C1000
pre and SE-A1000 power
amps are real bargains at
£350 and £400 a piece
respectively. And at a later
date, you could of course
bi-amp with an additional
SE-A1000. ]M

Chord Co. Tel: 01722 331674

Even better than the Chrysalis,
the Chord Co Siren could well
be the interconnect you're

after.

BOLSTER THE BASS

| have a large and varied
record collection, and whilst
my system is fine for most
Pop, Folk and light Classical, |
do not feel | am getting the
most out of other types of
disc. My main source is an
LP12 (Lingo, Cirkus, Ittok
LVIII) with Exposure 11, 12,
& Super 8 amplification
feeding sand-filled Ruark
Talismans, bi-wired with
Exposure cable.

The problem is that there
is not enough bass depth to
achieve a sufficient sense of
scale or authority with large
orchestral works, to drive
Rock music, or to give the
necessary weight to Reggae.

| believe the system is
limited by the bass capacity of

.. 47
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RETAIL PRICE LIST

Golden Dragon Pre-Amplifier Tubes Singles
6AQ8/ECC8S £6.50
12AT7A/E81CC/ECCS1 £6.95
12AU7A/E82CC/ECC82 £6.95
12AX7A/E88CC/ECC83 £6.95
6DJ8/E8BCC/ECCE8 £10.95
B6SN7GT/ECC33 £8.95

Special Quality Golden Dragon Pre-AmplitierTubes
Singles
E81CC-01 Gold Pins Low Microphony Low Noise £10.50
E82CC-01 Gold Pins Low Microphony Low Noise £10.50
E83CC-01 Gold Pins Low Microphony Low Noise £9.50
E88CC-01 Gold Pins Low Microphony Low Noise £14.50

Golden Dragon

Golden Dragon Triodes

Singles Pairs Quads
2A3 4PIN £22.50 £50.00 £100.00
2A3 0CTAL  £22.50 £50.00 £100.00
211 £28.50 £60.00 £120.00
811A £11.50 £25.00 £50.00
845 £36.50 £75.00 £150.00
805 £36.50 £75.00 £150.00
Golden Dragon 300B Range

Singles Pairs Quads
3008 Super  £79.00 £160.00 £320.00
4.3008 £84.00 £170.00 £340.00
4.300BLX Super £124.00  £250.00 £500.00

Please enquire of any tube types not
listed. We have an inventory of over
2,500 different types in stock.

Golden Dragon Power Tubes

Pairs Quads Octets
EL34/6CA7 £25.00 £50.00 £100.00
E34L £29.95 £60.00 £120.00
EL84 £8.95 £19.00 £38.00
E84L £12.50 £25.00 £50.00
6L6WGB/5881 £25.00 £50.00 £100.00
KT66 £25.95 £52.00 £104.00
KT88 pewoeson  £57.95 £116.00 £232.00
KT88 Superiumu:1£67.95 £136.00 £272.00
6L6GC £19.95 £40.00 £80.00
6550A £42.95 £86.00 £172.00
6550A Special (coa pares

£64.95 £130.00 £260.00
50CA10 £84.95 £170.00 £340.00
807 £25.00 £50.00 £100.00
KT66 Super  £65.00 £130.00 £260.00
KT90 £65.00 £130.00 £260.00
KT90 LX £75.00 £150.00 £300.00

Ceramic Sockets and Hardware

Standard  Gold Plated

Locking 4 Pin
(3008 etc.) £6.95 £15.00
4 Pin UX4 (300Betc) £2.5 £3.50
Jumbo (211 etc.) £12.50 £25.00

Octat Chassis
EL34 etc.) £1.25 £3.50
ctal PCB (EL34 etc.) £1.25 £3.50
BIA Chassis (pre amp) £1.25 £2.50
BYA PCB (pre amp)  £1.25 £2.50
Screening Can & Skirt Spre amp) £8.50
Damping Can (pre amp £4.50
Power Valve Retainer (EL34 etc.) £5.50

Golden #*&*

2748 £14.50 each
3508 £29.95 pair
EL156 Octa! £75.00 pair
EL34 Super £25.00 pair
EL34M £25.00 pair

Carriage charge £2.50 on any U.K order. Cash
with order or Visa - Mastercard accepted. 24
Hour Answerphone Service.

We have a vast range of tubes available from
manufacturers all over the world including rare
and vintage types. A 70 page booklet of valves
available is updated monthly and can be
provided at a cost of £2.50 per copy including
U.K postage or you may telephone our Sales
Desk for a prompt quotation. Prices exclude
VAT. Please add VAT at 17.5%.

A selection from our stock of over 2,500 different audio quality
valves. Please enquire for items not listed

ECC81 BRIMAR 4.50
ECC81 TEONEX 3.50
ECC82 TEONEX 3.50
ECC83 TEONEX 3.50
ECC85 TEONEX 3.50
ECC88 TEONEX 4.50
ECC88 BRIMAR 4.50
ECF82 RCA 3.50
ECL86 TEONEX 3.50
EF86 TEONEX 4.50
EF804S TELEFUNKEN 36.00
EL34 TEONEX 6.50
EL86 MULLARD 4.50
ELS04 TEONEX 3.50
EL519 PHILIPS 15.00
GZ32 MULLARD 8.50
GZ37 MULLARD 4.50
GZ34 TEONEX 5.50
G237 GEC 5.50
KT66 TEONEX 6.50
KT88 TEONEX 12.50
M8136/ECC82 MULLARD 8.50

M8162/ECC81 MULLARD 8.50
M8137/ECC83 MULLARD 24.00
0A2WA TEONEX 4.50
PCC88 BRIMAR 3.50
PL36 MAZDA 3.50
PL519 THORN 5.95
TT100 GEC 65.00
u1g GEC 8.50
uccas MULLARD 3.50
2A3 TEONEX 15.00
5Y3WGTA SYLVANIA 4.50
5V4G BRIMAR 3.50
6AG7 RCA 3.50
6A7G RCA 8.50
684G TEONEX 29.50
6C8G RCA 3.50
6K7G RCA 3.50
6L6GC TEONEX 4.50
6SN7GT TEONEX 4.50
6V6G RCA 6.50
BV6GT TEONEX 4.50
6X4 TEONEX 4.50

EXPORT WELCOME
CARRIAGE AT COST

12AT6 BRIMAR 2.50
12AV6 RCA 2.50
12BA6 WESTINGHOUSE 3.50
12BH7A USA 12.00
12E1 STC 15.00
1303 BRIMAR 6.50
85A2 MULLARD 6.50
3008 TEONEX 50.00
807 TEONEX 6.50
1625 RCA 6.50
5687 USA 6.50
5814A GE 5.50
5881 USSR 6.50
6072A USA 8.95
61468 TEONEX 8.50
6158 BRIMAR 6.50
6189 SYLVANIA 4.95
6189W GE 5.95
6201 GE 6.50
6463 USA 4.50
6550A TEONEX 12.50
6870 BRIMAR 11.50

P.M. COMPONENTS LTD., Springhead Enterprise Park, Springhead Road, Gravesend, Kent DA11 8HD, England

Sales Desk Tel: 01474 560521.

Fax: 01474 333762
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the 'speakers: | have heard
something more like the bass

No retrograde step at £120,

Goldring’s 1042 MM possesses an

excellent stylus, one reason we use it

in our own system.

quality desired from carefully
positioned Epos ES|4s.
Would the newer floor-
standing Epos 'speakers
provide similar depth and
fluidity? Which other
"speakers would you
recommend | audition to add
the missing layer of bass
whilst also offering good
timing and refined treble?
Finally, my cartridge is
due for renewal. Would
there be any gain in changing
from my current Denon
DL304 to one of the Ortofon
range you recommend. If so,
which?
Mark Howarth
New Milton,
Hants.

The Ruark Talismans do
have quite a light balance;
even when positioned close
to a rear wall bass is dry.
What's there is quite fast
and tuneful though, and
the midrange and treble I
recall being open and
clean. It seems that the
only area you are unhappy
about with your
Talismans is the bass, so 1
would suggest adding a
subwoofer to bolster their
performance in this area. A
bigger pair of floor-
standers like the Epos will
give you deeper, more
powerful bass, but a good
audiophile subwoofer will
still go deeper and allow
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you to set the balance
exactly as you wish.

As your system is
nicely balanced and
you have some fine
equipment, I'd
recommend REL’s
£500 Strata. It uses
a built-in power
amplifier, so won’t
degrade the sound
from the rest of
your system, and it
can be tuned to
match your main
‘speakers harmoniously.

This is a very high
quality sub with
extended, powerful bass
that is clean and punchy.
This really will add
another dimension to your
system. It’s surprising how
much more information a
good subwoaofer can reveal
from a piece of music.

If possible, keep the
REL on the back wall
between the loudspeakers
and pull your Talismans
further out into the room.
By pulling them out a bit,
away from the walls and
other reflective surfaces,
they should project better
with improved imaging
through midrange and
treble. The REL will take
care of the rest.

If you like the sound of
your DL304, and it does
have a particular sound,
I’d hang on to it. There’s a
trade-in exchange value of
25%, so a new one will
cost you just under £160.
There are few MCs
around at this price that
will better the '304, but if
you’re interested, have a
listen to Ortofon’s £225
MC 25FL which is one of
the best at this price
level. I think you'll find
its slightly dryer, more
neutral balance a bit too
cold in your system
though, where the DL304’s
sweeter balance probably
serves to add some
richness and body.

It may also be worth
having a listen to

Goldring’s £120 1042 MM
cartridge. Although it may
seem like I'm suggesting
you take a step back, the
1042 does have an excellent
stylus, giving it a highly
detailed sound that can
shame some MCs. It has
super bass welly too, and a
powerful presentation. It
may well give you that
extra bass depth you crave
at a bargain price. DB

Audiophile Int. Tel: 01276 855578

Want to avoid scratched-

records? Try these Audiophile
International record inner

sleeves.

TAPE TANGLE

Not having a CD player, | buy
pre-recorded cassettes. | find
after only a year's use the
cassette becomes increasingly
unlistenable near the end of a
side. | find this very
frustrating as I've spent quite
a sum of money on the
cassettes. They obviously
stretch far too quickly. With
one particular film
soundtrack, | bought five
different copies, the first two
in Scotland before | moved

Blank cassettes don’t suffer the

same jamming problems as pre-
recordeds. (Source: TDK)

south. | could put down to
coincidence the first two
samples being faulty. But after
trying three more in a
different part of the country,
I think that clinches what |

say about the quality of the
tapes in the pre-recorded
market being of a bad quality.
I've made recordings on
blank cassettes and the
quality is still reasonably
good. Obviously the blanks
are of a better quality. Thank
God for my LPs. Come on
manufacturers, improve the
quality of the tapes.
William Gunn
Pitsea,
Essex.

Since your cassettes
appear to have become
unusable, I suspect the
problem is jamming.
Repeated playing of just
part of a tape, rather than
from start to finish, causes
it to wind erratically onto
the hubs. You can see the
varying tape heights by
looking through the clear
window of a cassette. The
tape starts to chafe
against the case liner, it
wrinkles at the edges and,
in the end, it jams. This is
largely due to the poor
guidance systems within
the cheap plastic shells
used by the music business.
That’s why proprietary
brands like TDK don’t
suffer the problem.

A solution is to wind
the tape back to the start
then wind it on fully (Fast
Forward) to the end. This
will cause the tape to wind
in a neat, flat pancake, to

give smooth running. NK

Audiophile Int. Tel: 01276 855578

tAU DO PHILE
iz K )
: \L

Make sure your LPs stay in
tip-top condition with
Audiophile International’s

inner sleeves.
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The New Collection from The Chord Company

What are your speakers wearing?

CHORD LEGEND (Patent pending)

This is something really special.

\ unique Nat cable specially designed to optimise the
performance of bi-wireable speakers. Constructed from
four runs of oxygen free round copper conductors (Iwo
seven strands for the bass and two \ four strands for the
treble).

The larger conductors used for the bass and the
smaller conductors used lor the treble are spaced in a
way that produces ideal inductance and capacitance
figures for perfect bass and treble reproduction. It is
extremely unusual to find this in speaker cable. Bass
needs more current than treble, therefore Legend provides

¥ | nmore currenl carrying capacity.

'y Py Chord Legend will give yvou all the openness and
detail that a good bi-wire cable produces. together with a
wonderful degree of coherence and musicality.
r——————— — ——— — — —
|and loudspeakers, please return the coupon. Tel: 01722 331674 Fax: 01722 411388

THE RUMOUR

Interconnects Speaker Cables Loudspeakers AV Leads
| NAME |
I ADDRESS I
THE LEGEND | POST COOE |
S N S U S —|

The Chord Company, 30a Sarum Business Park, Portway, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP4 6EA.

Golden Dragon

Precision Audio Tubes

SALE OF EX-DEMONSTRATION EQUIPMENT
Due to a recent warehouse reorganisation and stock purchase the following mint ex-demonstration items are available at low cost compared
with normal retail prices. They are all in manufacturers’ packaging and carry full warranties. They have enjoyed a few hours’ use under ideal
conditions and can be auditioned at our premises if required.
Spark Valve Amplification
SC-1 preamp (line level, sep power supply) 450.00 EASTER SPECIAL
850 power amps (4x300B p/p monoblocs) 2500.00 6550WA prices reduced by 20% for
921D power amps (211 single ended monoblocs) 1995.00 .
Integrated amplifier (300B SE) 1850.00 all orders received before 30/‘_‘/97
550 Integrated amplifier (2x300B p/p) 1850.00 NOW ONLY £63.87 per pair
800 power amps (4x6N1 p/p monoblocs) 2250.00 (UK Carriage free)
Ensemble (RRP)
Landmark Stands (for Elysias or Ref Silver) 750.00 (1150.00) Ipr
Elysias(90dB mini-monitor) 3550.00 (6500.00) Ipr
Reference Silver (90dB mini-monitor) 2995.00 (4500.00) Ipr
Dichrono Drive (CD transport) 3950.00 (7250.00) |
Corifeo power amp 2995.00 (4250.00) 1
DAC/PRE (combined DAC and pre-amp) 4500.00 (7950.00) I
Profundos (stereo sub-woofers for use with Elysias or Ref Silvers) 2250.00 (3950.00) Ipr
Honeyplates (isolation platform) 150.00 (250.00) 3
Equipment prices include VAT@ 17.5%.

P.M. COMPONENTS LTD., Springhead Enterprise Park, Springhead Road, Gravesend, Kent DA11 8HD
Sales Desk 01474 560521 Fax 01474 333762
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Jon Marks warms his ears (and everything else within a five metre radius)

to the bright 211 valves of Gamma Acoustics’ Aeon monoblocks

([ § o 300B or not to 3008,
that is the question.”
(Well, it is if you

saraphrase rather liberally.) Anyway,
as any audiophile worth his salt
knows, there's more than one
way to approach the single-
ended argument. While many
valve-heads regard the 300B
with its silky-smooth
sound as the pinnacle of
thermionic
amplification, others
(myself included)
feel that the
chunky 211
power triode
is not
without its
merits.

Ifit's a
generally
firmer, more
upfront presentation than
the 300B that you're looking for,
then 211 is a number to conjure with.
Cherishing this valve, Gamma Acoustics
have built it into their hefty Aeon
monoblocks, a snip at £5000 a pair.
After the impressive Gamma Rhythm
21| power amp (reviewed in July 1996),
| was looking forward to an encounter
with the Aeons.

Things got off to a less than smooth
start though - out of our first pair of
Aeons, one refused to work. | also
found out the amps aren’t amazingly
well screwed together. Picking one up, |
knocked the transformer cover which
promptly lifted off along one side, the
cheap self-tapping screw holding it in
place having pulled through the top of
the chassis. A second sample duly
arrived and worked first time, although
its measured output of |12watts (for 3%
THD) fell a long way short of Gamma's
claimed 20watts.

| fired up the Aeons with a dose of
Brahms' violin sonata Nol in G minor
from the Da Capo DAC (which was
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plugged directly into the amps’

volume pots, as Gamma
\ recommend).
Immediately

obvious was
the 21 1's sonic
signature, piano and
violin sounding firmer
and less overtly rich than
tnrough a 300B. Tonal
resolution scored full marks,
giving the instruments convincingly
natural colour, and a dynamic ability
that ran from the delicate to the
near-sledgehammer lent scale and
substance to music.

Present here as it had been in the
Rhythm was an enticing seamlessness
that bound together treble, midrange
and bass in an organic whole, which,
along with the Aeons’ dynamics,
worked a treat with pace and drive.
Mozart's Haffner March almost bounced
along, such was the Gammas’ rhythmic
entnusiasm.

The only problem was an obvious
hum. The amplifiers themselves hum
quite loudly when turned on, and the
same hum was audible through the
loudspeakers even on passages of
medium volume. This helped obscure a
lot of low level detail. This was a shame,
as | was really enjoying Tomas Luis de
Victoria’s Officium Defunctorum,
performed by the choir Magnificat.

Confirming the Aeon's bass grip and
timing was the double bass of Dave
Brubeck's Time Out, which sounded
almost as though it was running fast in
our Audiolab 8000CDM transport. And
step forward the Chemical Brothers
with their bass-fest, ‘Setting Sun.’ This
track too sounded like it had been put
on speed. But here, another reason
for this made itself clear.

That background hum was
swallowing up the tail-ends
of notes, especially those in
the lowest octaves,
cutting them short
and making them
sound faster than they
really are.

There's no doubt
that the Aeon makes for

engaging listening. But
at £5000, the build

quality would have
to be quite a lot
better, and
that hum
disappear,
before | parted
with any of the
folding stuff @
Gamma Acoustics Aeon £4999
Gamma Acoustics
ivy Lodge,
81 Sussex Place,
Slough,
Berks. SLI INN
Tel: 01753 526939

WORLD VERDICT O 0O

Sound quality is impressive but
marred by a rather obvious hum.
Build quality should also be better.

Measured Pg‘rformance
see Pl i1
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Who will buy Technics’ limited edition black and

goid SL-1200LTD turntable, wonders Nick Tate.

or the Dj who has everything,
r; Technics bring you the ultimate

accessory. The SL-1200LTD is
£1000 worth of piano black lacquer and
24 carat gold-plating affixed to probably
the biggest selling, longest lived
turntable in history. And as if that
wasn’t enough, Technics throw in a pair
of purpose-designed D] headphones, a
numbered brass plaque on the deck’s
plinth, and a gold Technics logo
emblazoned on the back.

In the flesh, the LTD is certainly an
eye-catching machine. Whether or not
you like its style is another matter.
Suffice to say, I'm sure it will be a big hit
with LA record producers and German
Techno DJs. In any case, the fact that
production is restricted to a ‘trifling’
10,000 units world-wide, and 1000 in
the UK, guarantees that you won't find
a pair at your local sixth-form disco. So
at least the Technics has exclusivity
going for it.

As the SL-1200 is one of the world's
most familiar turntables it needs little
introduction. If you owned a seventies’
direct drive, seeing a 1200 will bring the
memories flooding back. At |2kg it's
well made, if not constructed quite as
well as the best, and boasts impressive
claimed performance figures - 0.01%
WRMS wow and flutter and a weighted
rumble figure of -78dB, thanks to its
direct drive, quartz-lock motor.

Prodding the ‘soft-touch’ Start/Stop
button has the platter whipping up to
33rpm in less than three-quarters of a
second, while the integral electronic
brake halts it just as rapidly. To the
right is the famous slider, offering +/-
8% pitch, with a centre detente where
the speed returns to normal. The LTD
version boasts an extra button that
does the same job without you having
to move the slider.
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Sprinkled about the deck are the neat
touches that endear it to club DJs. Ideal
for poorly lit environments is a bright,
clear strobe and a little light that pops
up out of the deck to aid cueing.
Everything from the phono leads to the
dustcover is solidly built and sensibly
designed, right down to the metal
45rpm centre-spindle adaptor and its
storage recess.

My one and only gripe is the
tonearm. Despite its gold-plating, this
item does little to instil confidence. A
well-finished medium mass (12g) S-
shaped design using a gimbal bearing
arrangement, it’s not bad, but it'’s no
SME, or Rega even. The bearings aren’t

the best, the counterweight wobbles
around and | even found the dreaded

stereo image-destroying rubber washer
fitted to an otherwise commendable
rigid aluminium headshell. Serious users
should bin this straight away. In other
respects, the arm does better - it's
height-adjustable, for example, where
most of the mediocrities that used to
be fitted to mid-market Japanese decks
weren't.

Dropping needle into groove
confirmed my suspicions that the SL-
1200 is a good deck hampered by a so-
so arm. | started with my Audio
Technica OC9 running through Alex
Reece’s ‘Feel the Sunshine’ 12in.
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Although the Technics managed a lively,
solid sound, the song’s usually
magnificent bass line sounded distinctly
uneasy. | then opted for an altogether
less demanding AT95E moving magnet,
and things took a turn for the better.
With fewer demands made of the arm,
low frequencies tightened up no end,
and the 1200 got on with making music
in earnest.

The basics were spot on, the song
sounding big, bold. and brassy. Able to
hold the tune and really communicate
rhythmic drive, the deck showed off a
confident power. True, it wasn’t subtle
in its delivery - painting in bold strokes
rather than intricate filigree detail, it
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wouldn’t win over Quad owners. But it
proved ar engaging performer, lulling
me with the music being played while
hiding its weaknesses. These became
more apparent on Lloyd Cole's
‘Rattlesnakes’. Within the wide sound
stage, stereo imaging left a lot to be
desired. Treble detailing was splashy
and imprecise, and stage depth failed to
unfold, sounding two dimensional.

As expected, shock isolation -
thanks to a weighty plinth and big
rubber feet - was good, and | suspect
the wobbly arm was actually quite
helpful in this respect. Put it this way;
it's not quite as ‘sensitive’ as a Naim
ARO unipivot.

réViéW

The SL-1200 with standard arm is
best described as sonically a bit rough
around the edges, but pleasantly musical
and rhythmic nonetheless. But there’s
more. If you get out the spanner and
hacksaw and fit a Rega arm to the
deck’s plinth (not an impossible task),
‘reliable sources’ have intimated that
the deck can be transformed into a
giant-killer.

As far as thousand-pound hi-fi
turntables are concerned, the Technics
tooks a bit out of its depth. If you want
something that's black, gold-plated, and
truly stylish, then John Michell’s
Gyrodec is the one to head for.
Alternatively, at under £500 the
standard SL-1200mkll is much better
value and a worthwhile choice in its
own right. That said, the SL-1200LTD is
the sort of thing many will buy just
because it's there, the ultimate fashion
accessory for the BMW and bubble-
perm Euro-Techno brigade.

Technics SL-1200LTD £999.95
Panasonic

Willoughby Road,

Bracknell,

Berks. RG12 8FP
Tel: 01344 862444
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We are very pleased to announce that

Audio Masters

are now a main Audio Note stockist!

We have on permanent dem the remarkable OTO Phono SE integrated
Class A Amplifier (£1499) along with other superb AN products such
as the utterly amazing and seriously under priced DAC 1 (Only £675!)
The DAC 1 d/a converter is 20bit/8 times oversampling with a valve
output stage. People are always asking me why we constantly harp on
about valve output stages on DAC’s. Well if you hear the Audio Note
DAC | you will see why!!

Also we have on dem the Audio Note K/L. Speakers. These
loudspeakers match the OTO amplifier to a tee and are available
in many different finishes.

The Audio Note range is from well under £1000 to well over
£200,000.00!

Yes two hundred thousand pounds!
Call now for more details on these and other Audio Note products.

The Design Series System Table

The Unique construction of the design series of
system racks offers greater tlexibility for
housing a variety of equipment sizes. The
elegantly sloping central back column is

arranged to house all of your system cables,
enhancing both sately and appearance. It is
available in three. four or five shelf form and you
can either have wood or glass shelves

SPECIAL OFFER!
WOOD & GLASS SHEL VES ARF NOW SAME PRI
3shelf  wood £159.99 Glass £159.99
4shelf  wood £179.99 Glass £179.99
Sshelf  wood £199.99 Glass £199.99
Postage and Packing FREE!!!
~ Stop Press....Stop Press.....Stop Press.....Stop Press.....
Audio Masters are now the \

EXCLUSIVE MAIL ORDER STOCKIST OF MIT CABLES

MIT have interconnects from £40.00 per metre to their reference series at
over £2000.00!

They also have loudspeaker cables from £80 per stereo set to well over
£10,000.

If you would like to know how MIT could change the way that you listen to

your Hi-Fi, give us a call today.
" Stop Press......Stop Press......Stop Press......Stop Press.....

Odds and Ends

Super Extatic Carbon Brush £8.95
Exstatic Record Sleeves (25) £9.95
Discwasher D4 Cleaning System £18.00
Discwasher SC2 Stylus Care System £10.00
Michell Record Clamp Gold £19.95
Shure Cartridge Scale £19.95
Sorbothane CD feet £29.95
Michell banana plugs 4 gold £10.00
Bib electronic Cl) cleaner (Ahsolute bargain?) £15.00
Perfect sound gold cones (8) £38.50
Other Agencies Include...
XLO, Target. Soundstyle, Beyer. goldring, QEd, Bib. I‘JXI)OI(]‘
Audioguest. Discwasher, Grado, Maxell. Ortofon Shure, ORDERS
Sound Organisation. Stanton, Puresonic. Platform, Chord WELCOME'

Co., Van Den Hul, Lyra, WBT, Audio Alchemy,
Sennheiser, Kudos, michell, AGK, Flatline. Ixos, Stax,
Sumiko. MIT. Musical Fidelity, Ensemble, Cardas, Sonic
Link, DPA.

And many More!!

| Dunthrop Farm Cottages,
Heythrop. Chipping Norton.
Oxon.0X7 5T)

Nlrdio Masters

' Mission Quite Possible \
Welcome Agent Audiophile

Your mission. should you choose to accept it,
is 10 contact Audeis Haasters and order the following item:

Musical Fidelit
X10D
This is a vital piece of any audiophiles hi-fi system. It is also
the very latest technology from one of the UK's most
innovative hi-fi manufacturers. Connected between your CD
player and amplifier,
the X10D gives you that warm but detailed sound
associated with a high end valve CD player.
FHow | hear you say? It's quite simple. The unbelievably cheap
X10D contains the very latest in valve technology.

Priced at only £199.99 + £2.50 P+P
this is a true bargain.
For more information or an A«dcs Hasters price list
please give us a call or drop us a line.
THIS ADYERT WILL SELF DESTRUCT IN § SECONDS

\ Tel: 01608 644954
/

At Last, Something to Write \
Home About!

If we said that there was a dac that had optical as well as

coaxial inputs was HDCD comipatable and was built by
Musical Fidelity, You would probably say “so what!”
If we told you it was under £300 you might see what all the
fuss is about.
A HDCH Dac for only £299.95 !!!
We even pay the postage!

The Musical Fidelity X-Dac

\ Call now to place your order, stocks are going fast!

We stock far too many products to fit
into this page so please write or call for
our latest price list.

SECOND HAND & EX/DEM CABLES\

MAGNAN interconnects Imtr (E150) ................ £80.00
MIT MH 750 loudspeaker interface cables (Puppy Tails). . . £295
XLOO.5mirtype 1 refintercon. . ................... £100.00
SECOND HAND EQUIPMENT

Musical Fidelity F15 Power Amp.................. £1100.50
Magnaplaner MG2.5R VGC £1200.00
Audio Alchemy vl.ldac.......................... £275.00
Michel Girodeck (on slate & marble plinth). ... ... .. £1100.00
Quad 34/306 latest version . . ... L. £395.00
TDL B Grade SBR Subwoofers £165.00
PRO-JECT 7 Amp (lastfew) ...................... £185.00

—

How To Pay
By Post:- Please make cheques or Postal orders payable 10:
AUDIO MASTERS.

We accept VISA. MASTERCARD and SWITCH
Telephone: 01608 644954
Facsimile: 01608 645954

P
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this month’s DIY

loudspeaker. It's a
great combination of high
technology. constructional
simplicity and very low
cost. But the design
methodology isn’t really
mine. In fact, the whole
thing comes down to the
way today’s manufacturers
approach loudspeaker
design. You could say KLS9
is the result of a walk
through the textbooks, or
perhaps I should say “the
texts”, research texts
that is.

The idea is to show you
how it's done. For, as
Vance Dickason
acknowledges in his
popular Loudspeaker
Design Cookbook,
hundreds of researchers
around the world have
made big contributions to
our knowledge on this
subject. They have built a
design approach that is
used world-wide. This
tends to produce a
standardised solution,
discouraging rese:rch into
fertile areas of
development. That’s why
commercial loudspeakers
are so alike nowadays.

I sense the situation is
beginning to change
though. There’s talk of
active loudspeakers and
ribbons. And regular
readers will know that we
continue to be fascinated
by the box-less
loudspeaker.

Designing a
loudspeaker like KLS9 is
fast and efficient (we use
MacSpeakerz). The theory
gives an accurate result,
with minimal
experimentation, providing
you have plenty of good
test equipment. With KLS9,
choosing an 8in mid/bass
driver threw up a box of

I 'm pleased with KLS9,

sensible volume, not a barn.

This wasn’t just sheer luck,
however.

Drive unit
manufacturers like Audax
are relatively large
companies who make their
bread and butter
producing car and low-cost
audio drive units in large
volumes. So manufacturers
are very well equipped and
staffed with highly
qualified people. They, as
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kaleidoscope

much as those who build
the cabinets and market
the final loudspeaker, are
responsible for the high-
technology drivers we have
today.

Drive unit
manufacturers develop
cone materials in-house
or buy them in from
materials suppliers. They
sometimes make their own
magnets and pressed steel
chassis, but generally buy
these in as well. Voice coils
are commonly wound in-
house and the whole
assembled on a jig to
ensure the voice coil is
accurately centred in the
gap between magnet and
pole piece. Magnet
strength, flux density at

Mysteries

from Noel

Keywood

getting KLS9 down from
36Hz (-3dB) to 30Hz or so,
but loudspeakers like this
generally only come alive
when driven hard by a big
power amplifier. That’s
why I chose a little bass
lift together with
optimised acoustic
damping to minimise
overhang.

Much above 200Hz
though, the influence of
the box diminishes.

This is because wavelength
shortens and the amount
of energy in the signal
decreases.

In this region and above
we can forget about the
computer and the box
design programme. Here,
it's necessary to model

“That nearly every commercial
loudspeaker crosses over at 3kHz,

causing phase and frequency
response problems in the ear’s most
sensitive region, is unfortunate”

the gap and width of the
gap between coil and
magnetic poles all set drive
unit sensitivity, while cone
weight and suspension
compliance contribute to
free-air resonance and
driver Q. Nowadays
manufacturers adjust these
parameters to produce a
design that meets real-life
needs.

From experience - not
just my own but readers’
too - I go for a ’speaker
with ‘welly’. People are
impressed by bass grunt.

I had the option of

sound more like light, as

it is reflected and refracted
by solid surfaces. Suddenly,
every part of a drive unit
has to be viewed as
influential, sometimes
obstructive. Response
flatness can be marred by
phase cancellation, which
is why manufacturers put
phase plugs into the
centre of midrange units,
for example.

If you bear in mind
that the ear is most
sensitive around 3kHz,
this sensitivity suddenly
fading away above 8kHz,

and that pinpointing the
direction of a sound source

relies upon our sensitivity
to phase effects around
the human head, it is
obvious that response
flatness and phase
coherence become very
important in the 2ktz-8kHz
region. That nearly every
commercial loudspeaker
crosses over at 3kHz,
causing phase and
frequency response
problems in the ear's
most sensitive region, is
unfortunate to say the
least. It is the reason |
ensured KLS9 exhibits
minimal phase error at
Crossover.

All of which is to
point out that whilst KLS9
is an industry-standard
design exercise, it offers
a great result because of
all the contributions from
researchers who have
perfected box design
techniques, associated
computer software and
even the sophisticated test
equipment [ use.

Such convenience is a
litcle seductive though - it
softens the impetus to
conceive new ideas and
experiment. | see, cruising
the Internet, ribbon drivers
being offered by Newform
Research of Canada, I hear
that a number of UK
manufacturers are toying
with active loudspeakers
again, and hope that the
apen baffle will become a
little more widely
understood than it is at
present. For as good as
conventional box
loudspeakers are, there’s
much more to a
loudspeaker than just the
box e
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THE GULF BETWEEN NAIM
& THE COMPETITION

Naim has a committed and passion-
ate interest in music. This simple
philosophy has inspired us to
produce a range of audio equipment
that we believe is the finest sounding
in the world. But the only way to
experience the gulf between Naim
and the competition is to audition
them yourself. After that we’re sure
you’ll agree, for the very best hi-fi
equipment there’s only one name

to ask for.

FOR THE VERY BEST IN HI-FI THERE’S ONLY ONE NAIM
FOR YOUR PERSONAL AUDITION AT YGUR NaiM CENTRE cALL 01722 332266
WeB SITE: http:/Awww.naim-audio.Com




Eric Braithwaite exam
Denon’s new DCD-425

budget CD player to find
out if it’s worth emptying

your wallet for.

€ € You don’t miss what you haven't

got” is a truism as well as an

excuse not to strive for anything. If
you never realise what you're missing,
though, you miss out on an awful lot. A
spot of philosophical meandering might
not seem terribly relevant to Denon's
£150 DCD-425 CD player, but bear
with us.

What is clever, and at the same time
disconcerting, about the '425 is that if
you didn’t have anything else to
compare it with, you simply wouldn't
realise you were missing out on much.
The clang of Maxwell’s siiver hammer
sounded sharp and abrupt and, well, like
a solid silver bell clanging. It was quite
fetching.

Rim shots from the drummer of Ten
Years After were pretty impressive as
well, and lead guitar riffs ripped out of
the ’speakers with a forceful electric
twang and zip. The brass in Bruckner’s
Fourth made the Philharmonia sound as
though they'd just been offered a
sizeable shareholding in a film about a
brass band and were putting in double
the usual effort.

In short, if you want a CD player
with verve, excitement and pretty sharp
projection that makes you feel warm
and friends with Life, the '425 is a
bargain at £150. It’s as crisp as a packet
of Smith’s and if it's Rock, it rocks and
no mistake. If there’s a bassline or the
Underground-like rumble of the lower

HI-FI WORLD

left-hand end of a synthesizer. it can be
subterranean enough to have you
listening for someone chanting ‘Mind
the gap’ when the living room door
opens.

But then, to go back to the
beginning, if you'd only ever driven a
Mini Minor and stuck there, you'd never
know what it was like to put your right
foot down in a Testarossa, would you?

In this case, the Testarossa - well,
call it a Mondeo - is Denon's own
DCD-825, a class-leader for a mere £90
more. That is what people spend on a
pair of fancy trainers.

Something about the '425 is a bit
fishy though. There’s some odd
behaviour in the midrange, which
sometimes gives a suggestion of depth
which isn’t quite right, sometimes
sharpens or dulls the pitch of voices and
orchestral instruments. Paul Weller and
Paul McCartney didn’t sound the same;
but somehow they didn't sound all that
different either, Maxwell’s silver
hammer, you see, really should sound
more like a cast-iron cowbell, less
superficially ‘right’ than the Denon, but
alas more ‘real’.

Stranger still is that the effect isn't
predictable, which is why the Denon
wouldn’t suggest to the uninitiated
there was 'owt teken out. The "425
should have made a right pig's ear, or
maybe even a harmonium, out of
Chopin’s Nocturnes, but they came

over with a surprising amount of
timbral goodwill, all the tunes intact and
a good 90% of Barenboim’s impressive
energy. A pair of medium price
’speakers with a more forward mid than
anything you’d call monitors had to be
used to improve the balance though.
Gutsy and brave maybe - if you want
a taster, and have less than £200 to
spend, the '425 is less bad than any of
the rest. But it is strictly for a budget
system; it won't stretch much further. If
you want to open up a continent of
music instead of merely seeing the map,
skip the trainers this month and put the
money into a £200-plus CD player like
Denon’s own excellent DCD-825,
where all the real music is @
Denon DCD-425 £149.99
Hayden Laboratories
Chiltern Hill,
Chalfont St. Peter,
Bucks. SL9 9UG
Tel: 01753 888447

WORLD VERDICT

For those who like a crisp, edge-of-

seat presentation, one worth
considering. Rather inconsistent in its
overall presentation though.

Measured Performance

see pl03
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HL FC CabinelS ?
gumb ORA

ORANGES
&
LEMONS

[N

NGES & LEMONS

Juicy fruit from London’s freshest

l\an.l made Vﬁh hi-fi / home cinema retailer.

Free home installation + credit cards,
0% credit finance available
(subject to status).

bccs kncgs - ARCAM, B&W, CABLETALK,

CHORD CO, DENON, EPOS, KEF,

Oone ASH MAFOTANY MARANTZ, MICROMEGA, NAD,

TeEA WALNUT RISEWED

SonicLink SILVER PINK

NAIM, NEAT, QUAD, REGA,
ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD, RUARK,

/_\.()O cd SOUNDSTYLE, STANDS UNIQUE,
’ Storoge YAMAHA
Now in our third tangy year
IAN EDWARDS THE INNOVATIVE
305 SKIPTON ROAD AUDIO RETAILER
HARROGATE HG1 3HB
"PHONE: (01423) 500442 0171-924 2040

61/63 WEBBS ROAD, CLAPHAM, SW11

SonicLink VERMILLION Interconnect

SonicLink VIOLET Interconnect

South West
Sounds Perfection, Helston
Weymouth HiFi, Weymouth
Movement Audio, Poole
Movement Audio, Bournemouth
Southampton HiFi, Southampton
V'Audio, Bristol
The Right Note, Bristol

South East
Unit $ & V, Bognor Regis
Worthing HiFi. Worthing
Cristavision, Worthing
Heatherdale Audio, Worthing
The Power Plant, Brighton
Smythe & Barrie, Eastbourne
Jeffries, Eastbourne
Adams & Jarrett. St. Leonards
V| HiFi, Folkestone
Barretts S & V, Ashford
Soundcraft. Ashford
Barretts S&V, Canterbury
Q Audio. Canterbury
Davies & Eason, Faversham
Sounds of Music. Tunbridge Wells
Standens, Tonbridge
L.C.Down, Crawley
Trufi S&V, Redhill
Rogers HiFi, Guildford
Sevenoaks HiFi, Kingston
BG Electrical, Orpington
Stirling Audio, West Wickham
Kimberley HiFi, Bexleyheath
Musical Images, Beckenham
Spaldings, Croydon
B&B HiFi, Newbury
Reading Audio T, Reading
Sevenoaks HiFi, Reading
Worcester Park Radio, London
Multivideo, Tooting
O'Brien HiFi, London SW20
Rodney Radio, Peckham

[ ] [ ]
SOHIC | ln |< Make the World’s Finest Hifi Cables
From the Highest Quality Materials
BEST BUY HiFi Choice December 1996
What HiFi = January 1997
SonicLink AST200x2 BiWire Speaker Cable What HiFi ** February 1997
What HiFi #** November 1993
Buy Your SonicLink Cables from these Dealers
Oranges & Lemans, London SWII 0171-524-2040 Midland Audio Exchange. Kidderminster 01562-822236
Woods Radio, London SWII 0171-228-1768 Amadeus 5&Vi, Sutton Coldfield 0121-354-2311
The High End. Barnes 0181-878-0066 lan Harrison, Repton 01283-702875
Nicholls Hifi, London SEI2 0181-852-5780 East Midlands
KJ. London 0171-486-8262 H.G.Rapkin, Northampton 01604-37515
Musical Images, London 0171-497-1346 Classic Hifi, Kettering 01536-310855
Kamla. London 0171-323-2747 Auditorium, Market Harborough 01858-461460
Hifi Care, London 0171-637-8911 Leicester Hifi, Leicester 0116-253-9753
Galaxy, London 0171-637-2624 Zouch Audio, Ashby 01530-414128
Spatial Audio, London Encore, Old Dalby 01664-823282
Audio Concept. Ealing 0181-567-8703 Peter Ellis Audio, Newark 01636-704571
Grahams, London 0174-226-5500 Chantry Audio, Tuxford 01777-870372
Musical Images, Hounslow 0181-56%-5802 North West
Harrow Audio, Harrow Hifi Showroom, Congleton 01260-280017
Musical Images, Edgware 0181-952-5535 Swift of Wilmslow, Wilmslow 01625-526213
Acoustic Arts, Watford 01923-245250 Doug Brady, Warrington 01925-82800%
Hertford Music, Ware 01992-442425 Orpheus Audio, Wigan 01257-473175
East Anglia Audio Excellence, Preston 01772-253057
Rayleigh Hifi, Rayleigh 01268-779762 Island Compact Disc Centre, Ramsey 01624-815521
Rayleigh Hifi. Chelmsford 01245-265246 Misons, Carlisle 01228-22620
Audio File, Cambridge 01223-368305 North East
Signals, Ipswich 01473-622866 Moorgate Acoustics, Sheffield 0114-275-6048
Bennetts, Ipswich 01473-610801 Moorgate Acoustics, Rotherham 01709-370666
Stowsounds, Suffolk 01449-770953 Hifi Studio, Doncaster 01302-781387
The Emporium, Diss 01379-650744 Zen Audio, Hull 01482-5873%97
Bennetts. Norwich 01603-630311 Premier Audio, Wakefield 01226-382530
South Midlands Vickers Hifi, York 01904-629659
C.F.Lake, Slough 01753-538287 Harrogate Hifi, Harrogate 01423-504274
Audio Visual Concept. Marlow 01628-486100 Action Acoustics, Redcar 01642-489723
Audiomasters, Chipping Norton 01608-664954 Scotland
English Audio, Hereford 01432-355081 Laser Audio, Kilmarnock 01563-540292
B&B Hifi, High Wycombe 01494-535910 W.M.Coupar, Dundee 01382-229588
C.F.Lake, High Wycombe 01494-528605 Holburn Hifi, Aberdeen 01224-585713
Hazelmere Audio, High Wycombe 01494-437892 Sevenoaks Sound and Vision, Aberdeen 01224-587070
C.F.Lake, Aylesbury 01296-25119 Buy by Mail Order from:;
Northwood Audio, Aylesbury 01296-28790  Coliom Catle | om 01819429124
Audio Insight, Milton Keynes 01903-60494% Sound Connections 01244-401280
West Midlands .
Frank Harvey, Coventry 01293.525200  Available at: RICHER SOUNDS
Music Matters, Salihull 0121.742:0254  SonicLink SILVER PINK
Music Mateers, Birmingham 0121-429-281)  SonicLink VIOLET
SonicLink The Derwent Business Centre, Clarke Street, Derby DE| 2BU
Tel: +44-01332-361390 Fax: +44-01332-298836
SALES HOTLINE - 07-00-CABLE (0700-00-22253)

01326-221372

01305-785729

01202-730865

01202-529988

01703-228434

0117-968-6005
0117-874728

01243-820000
01503-212133

01903-261213
01273-775798
01323-737040
01323-731336
01424-437165
01303-256860
01233-629119
01233-624441

01227-767576
01227-462737
01795-532318
01892 574003
01732-353540
01293-520150
01737-7674%4
01483-61049

0181-547-0717
01689-825651

0181-777-9321
0181-304-3272
0181-663-3777
0181-654-1231
01635-32474

01734-585463
0118-959-7768

0181-672-7369
0171-732-4555
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et 87

cable odyssey to bring you a selection of

he cables tested here fall into
I two groups in terms of their

construction. The first, as
exemplified by the Chord Co’s Rumour,
consists of conductors which are either
wound together or held in place by a
jacket, with no special spacing between
conductors. The second, like QED’s
Profile 4 x 4, uses conductors carefully
spaced to control parameters such as
inductance and capacitance.

The cables were plugged into a
system made up of the Da Capo DAC,
Audiolab’s 8000CDM transport and
8000S amplifier, and Heybrook Sextet
"speakers. We plumped for gold-plug
terminations and 3m lengths (close to
what you'll find in many a living room),
although if furniture shuffling is possible,
keep loudspeaker cables short (see Rob
Watts’ comments on p43 of the Jan '97
issue).

QED PROFILE 4 X 4

(£9/m, termination £39)

The Profile 4 x 4 dredges up an
mpressive amount of ambient detail,
with a spacious sound made up of well
jelineated images. Transmitting the
:onal signature of instruments turned
>ut to be one of this cable’s fortes,
relped as it was by a pleasantly smooth
:haracter. Bass-laden CDs proved the
>rofile had deep bass on tap when
:alled for. Dynamically it was a little soft
hough, and while the sound stage had
lepth, this seemed to come from a
light over-emphasis of low-level detail.

{1-FIl WORLD
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Jon Marks and

Noel Keywood continue their

budget bi-wire loudspeaker cables.

ORTOFON SPK200

(£5.50/m, termination £40)

For £5.50/m, the SPK200 looks like it
makes good financial sense, and
sonically it was equally impressive. lts
presentation was a blend of
transparency and weight, the former
due to a detailed, slightly bright balance,
the latter a lithe, extended bottom end.
Listening into orchestral string sections
was easy thanks to the Ortofon’s bass
insight, and violins were detailed though
slightly bright and wiry next to the
Rumour. Vocals also showed some
extra sibilance and hardness, but given
the price, these are small quibbles
indeed. (Try reversing high and low-
frequency conductors for a slightly
smoother, warmer sound).

CHORD CO RUMOUR

(£9.95/m, termination £40)

The Rumour has a clear, crisp sound
with solid imaging. It may not pull out
quite as much low-level detail or have
the tonal range of the QED, but it
comes close, and has faster dynamics by
way of compensation. In terms of
rhythm and timing the Chord scored

well, combining analysis and insight with
get up and go. It also dealt adeptly with

the small dynamic changes which endow
music with its emotional character. The
Chord is one of the best at the price.

VAN DEN HUL SNOWTRACK

e o Bl

(£9.99/m, termination £50)

Given its price, the Snowtrack was a bit
of a disappointment. Classical music lost
a lot of its grandeur at the hands of
rather sluggish dynamics and a tendency
to mix together orchestral sections like
brass and woodwind. Violins had a
brittle edge when compared to both the
Ortofon and Chord cables. Less
demanding Pop music fared better,
bouncing along on a bassline made a
little rotund by the vdH.

CONCLUSION

QED’s Profile 4 x 4 has a warm,
atmospheric sound which would tame a
slightly sharp, bright system well. It can
sound a little soft though, so if you're
wallet’s as thin as a supermodel, after
forking out for the rest of your system,
then Ortofon’s SPK200 would make an
excellent alternative. The best of the
cables here is Chord’s Rumour, which is
smoother and more open than the
Ortofon, but more expensive. Van den
Hul’s Snowtrack looks a little out of its
depth against the others, but could work
to liven up a dull sounding systeme
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VALVE BOOKS 70 Years of Radio Tubes and Valves

The
Williamson
Amplifier -
D.T.N. Williamson.
Offers practical
advice on how to
build and set up the
amplifier for best
results.

£9.95 + £1 p&p
Code: 1040

Principles of Electron Tubes - Herert J.
Reich.

A textbook for beginners starting
with the basics of how a vacuum
tube actually works. Shows how
a simple circuit is designed
including amplifiers,
transformers and power
supplies. A must for both
enthusiasts and hobbyists.
£27.95 + £2 p&p
Code: 1010

An Approach to Audio
Frequency Amplifier Design -
Seventeen circuits
from 5 to 1100watts

- General Electric

AN APPROACH TO
Co. AUDIO FREQUENCY
High quality amp. AMPLIFIEE DESIGN

designs using
KT66s, KT88s,
DA100s etc.
Includes two valve

pre-amps complete
with phono stages.
£19.95 + £2 p&p

Mullard Tube
Circvits for
Avdio
Amplifiers
= Includes full
designs for
eleven
power and
control
amps,
including
5-20,

using valves. Begins
with a four chapter tutorial on getting
the best sound from valve amplifiers.
£13.95 + £2 p&p Code: 1030

Code: 1020

-John W.
Stokes.
Outlines the
evolution of
radio receiving
tubes and the
part they
played in the
domestic radio
receiver. A
reference for
those
interested in the history and development, and

collectors alike.

£19.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1050

LOUDSPEAKER BOOKS

Electronic
Universal Vade-
Mecum - piotr
Mikolajczyk & Bohdan
Paszkowski. This Data
book comprises
5693 valves
divided into 442
groups. A
comprehensive
book which
contains connection details,
operating parameters, load lines and
example circuits. £49.95 + £6 p&p
Code: 1060

Quick & Easy
Transmission Line
Speaker Design
= Larry D. Sharp.
Practical approach
to designing and
building your own
transmission line
loudspeaker.

Includes
design

examples, equations
and a computer disk (Lotus123) for
Code: 1130

the maths! £10.95 + £2 p&p

Loudspeakers:
The Why and
How of Good
Reproduction -
G.A. Briggs

An easy to
understand book on
building
loudspeakers, using

empirical techniques that pre-date computer
analysis. Strong recommendation for beginners.
£10.95 + £1 p&p Code: 1070

Bullock On Boxes
= Robert M. Bullock I,
Using Thiele-Small
parameters clearly, it
offers lots of helpful
tables and graphs
to get to grips
with the sizing of
the box and
port of a reflex
loudspeaker.
£12.95 + £2
p&p Code: 1100

Electrostatic
Loudspeaker
Design and
Construction
-Ronald Wagner.
Step by step guide
to the design and
construction of a
full range
electrostatic
loudspeaker,
including basic
operating principles.
Strongly recommended for those wanting to
either build, repair and/or restore or who are just
interested in
electrostatics.
£16.95 + £2 p&p
Code: 1080

The

Loudspeaker
Design
Cookbook, 5th
edition -
Vance Dickason.
This best seller
offers up-to-date
design information for the
home constructor. It uses
modern Thiele-Small
theory and parameters.
£22.95 + £2 p&p
Code: 1090

Theory and
Design of
Loudspeaker
Enclosures-
J. E. Benson.
Covers infinite
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baffle, reflex, passive radiator etc. in great detail
with a highly mathematical approach making it
unsuitable for beginners but highly authoritative
to experienced designers.

£23.95 + £4 p&p Code: 1140

Acoustics - Leo L. Beranek
This book ranges

from analogous
electrical circuits,
(important for
modelling) to
microphones,
then
loudspeakers
(sealed,
ported and
horn)
showing

how theory
influences practice in drive units.

In addition it describes the behaviour of sound in
rooms.

£39.95 + £4 p&p

Code: 1120

AUDIO ANTHOLOGIES

Audio Anthologies - When Audio
Was Young
Six volumes to collect, covering one of the most
exciting and important eras of h.-fi. The Audio
Anthologies contain many ground breaking
circuits and theory articles of all aspects of hi-fi
design. A must for true
enthusiasts.

Please Send (Code No.) . __ . ________
| Pay: World Audio Publishing Etd. £

— or debit my Mastercard/Visa card (Card No): — -

monophonic and stereophonic explained,
heterodyne FM multiplex adapter, transistor pre-
amp., 60W EL34 amp., high power audio amps,
hi-fi loudspeaker enclosure

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1190

Volume One: May'47 to Dec'49
Contents: 9.5W, 5W and 6.5W 6AS7G amps.,
30W 300B amp., valve FM tuning indicator, 30W
211 power amp., cathode follower amp. using
6V6, an adaptation of the Williamson amp., valve
phono pre-amp., several horn and reflex

loudspeaker designs. . ' '
£14.95 + £2 pp Volume Six: Jan'60 to Dec'61
Code: 1150 Contents: Transistor pre-amps., feedback

techniques, the coming of FM stereo, FM
multiplex adapters, Tape recorders; distortion,
frequency response and noise, 120W 6550 amp.,
loudspeaker efficiency.

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1200

SOLID STATE ELECTRONICS

The Art of Electronics
- P. Horowitz & W. Hill.
An ideal book for
beginner through to
engineer. Each
chapter takes you
from the basic first
principles through
to full design and
practical circuits.
£35.00 + £5.50
pé&p.
Code: 1210

Volume Two: Jan'50 to Jul'55
Contents: Ultra linear 6L6 design and operation
of the Williamson, a direct coupled amp.,
Williamson type amp using 6A5s, 40W 845
push-pull amp., valve phono and line pre-amps.,
valves and loudspeaker damping, design and
construction of reflex and horn ioudspeakers.
£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1160

Volume Three: Aug'52 to Jun'55
Contents: Simple valve phono stage,
transformerless amplifier using 6082, 20W
5881 amp., 10W 6V6 amp., stereo valve pre-
amp., high quality valve phono stage, a pre-
amp for the Williamson, low distortion tone
control pre-amp., binaural or stereophonic,
transistor phono amp., corner horn loudspeaker,
concrete horn loudspeaker.

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1170

Volume Four: Jul'55 to Dec'57
Contents: 18W 5881 amp., 4W single-ended
tweeter amp., budget 11W amp., versatile
bass/treble control, transistor theory, transistor
pre-amp., transistor techniques, battery powered
transistor phono pre-amp. and loudspeakers

For overseas orders,
please telephone
(+44) 171 289 3533 or

T fax (+44) 171 289 5620
Code: 1180 for postage rates.

Volume Five: Jan'58 to Dec'59

Contents: Stereo valve multiplex decoder, 7W
EL84 amp., valve active crossover and 20W
treble amp/50W bass amp., monaural, binaural,

ORDER FORM

P&P rates are for UK

only

Delivery Address:

Expdate ___ . __ Name - ___ Signed B ___ W ___ S ____

Tel (Day)

Please return to: W.A.P. Ltd., 64 Castellain Road, Maida Vale, London W9 1EX. ENGLAND

CREDIT CARD ORDERS TELEPHONE: 0171-266-0461
Please contact us for oversezs P&p charges. Allow 28 days for delivery. All orders subject to availability. if further space is required please attach separate sheet.

D Tick if you do not want to be added to our mailing list
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R WE DON’T

o USE CHEAP MARKETING TRICKS AND
GIMMICKS TO FALSIFY THE VALUE OF
GOODS AND SERVICES WE OFFER.

KNOWINGLY CREATE EXCESS DEMAND
BY COMPETITIVELY PRICING GOODS NOT
FREELY AVAILABLE FROM THE
MANUFACTURER.

EXAGGERATE CLAIMS OF VALUE AND
SAVINGS ON GOODS NOT FREELY
AVAILABLE FROM OUR COMPETITORS.

o TREAT CUSTOMERS AS IF THEY WERE NAIVE.

OUR PLEDGE

Should you find any local dealer offering a
better price for goods currently in stock
at Bill Hutchinson and the alternative quoting
retailer, we will better that deal.

GLASGOW
43 HOPE STREET
0141- 248 2857 0131- 220 0909

EDINBURGH

40A QUEENSFERRY ST.

MANCHESTER, 50 BRIDGE STREET
0161-832 0888

INNOVATION

A W ARD
DEALER

WE WILL NOT BE
BEATEN ON

OHCE  SERUICE

REPRESENT THE GOODS AND SERVICES
WE OFFER IN A TRUE MANNER.

OFFER COMPETITIVE PRICES ON GOODS
WHICH ARE FREELY AVAILABLE FROM
THE MANUFACTURER AND US.

OFFER REAL VALUE AND SAVINGS ON
GOODS FREELY AVAILABLE FROM OUR
COMPETITORS AND US.

TREAT OUR CUSTOMERS WITH THE RESPECT
THEY DESERVE.

OUR pPOLICY

Our Product Guarantee and Pricing Policy
ensure you obtain an excellent deal. My staff
and | look forward to being of service to you.

NEWCASTLE LEEDS
87A CLAYTON ST. |26-28 WOODHOUSE LANE
0191-230 3600 0113-242 7777

MANCHESTER, 50-52 DEANSGATE
0161-832 1600

ALCHEMIST-AUDIOLAB-CHARIO

CHORD ELECTRONIES-CYRUS-KEF REFERENCE

'THE

hi-h roOM

EXCLUSIVE HI-FI AND
AUDIO VISUAL SYSTEMS FOR
THE CONNOISSEUR AND

THE NOVICE

A Oasis of Sound

50 BRIDGE STREET,

MANCHESTER
TEL: 0161 832 0888

EXPORT ENQUIRIES WELCOME
FAX: 0161 832 0888

GLASGOW

0141 248 2857 EDINBURGH

0131 220 0909

0191 230 3600 LEEDS 0113 242 7777

NEWCASTLE
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ver since | first heard
E a decent system in

the late Seventies, hi-
fi has had a magnetic
attraction for me. I can
remember thinking what a
cool thing it was to be into,
one of life’s higher
pleasures. Interest turned
to addiction and soon 1
was devouring all the hi-fi
magazinces | could find,
from barmy Popular Hi-Fi
to sensible old Hi-Fi
Answers. After copious
amounts of press perusal,
the next step up the
addict’s ladder was to go to
a show. It just so happened
that Harrogate ‘80 was in
the offing, so I made a date
in my diary, and neither
plague nor pestilence
would keep me away.

The big day came and
after an indecently early
rise and countless hours of
trundling north in a
fashionably beige Ford
Escort estate, 1 finally
arrived. Having got my
head round the show plan
- not easy with a
Dagenham dustbin-
induced headache (jet
lag wasn’t a patch on
this), I entered the fray.
Wide-eyed and
completely unaware of
what goes on at hi-fi
shows, I was in for a bit
of a surprise.

Try as hi-fi hacks do
to describe the sound of
a particular system,
there’s no substitute for
hearing it in the flesh.
After all the purple
prose in the magazines
about the transcendental
sound of Linns, Oracles,
Quads, Naims, KEF 105s
et al, I'd assumed they’d
be so dramatically better
than my own system
(too cheap and nasty to
mention here) that my
mind would be blown.
High End, I'd imagined,
would be the aural
equivalent of a Pan-Galactic
Gargleblaster, louder than
the loudest Rock band,
larger than life itself and
twice as profound. This
devoted disciple of the hi-fi
press was ready to listen
and belicve, just as my
gurus had told me.

With me being a card-
carrying member of the
Chris Frankland Linn
Lovers Association, I made
a beeline to what I thought

HI-FI WORLD
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would be the dem of the
century. ‘What sonic
delights would greet me?',
wondered I, pushing my
way through the swinish
multitudes milling around
the Hitachi stand. When I
got to Linn’s large room,
complete with
Sondek/1ttok/Asak and
Isobariks driven by an

David Price

local dealers. No, this was
the room.

I can still remember
that anaemic rendition of
‘Dark Side of the Moon' -
treble and upper-midrange
harsh and clangy, bass
sounding like it was
marooned on a desert
island several thousand
miles away. Where was that

“When I got to Linn’s large room,
complete with Sondek/Ittok/Asak and
Isobariks driven by an impressive
looking wall of Naim amplification

(who they?), I was crestfallen.
Unfortunately, the scribes had forgotten
to mention the First Rule of Hi-Fi
Shows - thou canst never get a half
decent sound in hotel rooms.”

impressive loaking wall of
Naim amplification (who
they?), I was crestfallen.
Unfartunately. the scribes
had forgotten to mention
the First Rule of Hi-Fi
Shows - thou canst never
get a half decent sound in
hotel rooms.

It sounded (expletive
deleted). Not the fault of
the ¢cquipment you
understand, because I’d
heard the various
component parts working
nicely at a number of my

swing, that musicality, that
elusive fun factor which,
according to Popular Hi-Fi,
everything connected to an
LP12 had?

I felt seriously let down.
The room was near-empty
(I’d expected to have to
bung somcone a few quid
just to get in), only a few
stony-faced Linn people
hanging around. Like an
England supporier at a
penalty shoot-out, |
suddenly felt like there
wasn’t a God after all.

Other parts of the show
made up for it though. The
Quad demo using an LP12,
Quad pre/power and ESL
57s was a stunner. Sticking
strictly to Classical of
course (none of this
frightful new ‘Pop music’
for Quad, oh no), 1
experienced holographic 3-
D stereo for the first time,
and my appreciation of
‘real’ (ahem) music rose
exponentially.
Elsewhere. Arcam,
quaintly known as "A&R
Cambridge Limited” in
those days. were
showing a sense of
humour by sandwiching
their little AGO amplifier
between a Sondek and a
pair of lsobariks.
Curiouser still was that
they were getting a
great sound.

Funnily enough, the
best sound of the show
for me was none other
than the totally uncool.
un-Flat Earth
Wharfedale. With the
help of a huge Teac
open recl and very
flattering room
acoustics, even the
cheapest and nastiest of
their ‘Laser’ (yeuck!) range
sounded superb.

I was tired, it had been
a long day, and I was more
than a little confused.
Having my entire hi-fi
belief system turned
upside down at the show
was more than I could
handle. Of course, when
the dust settled, 1 still read
the mags, but now in the
knowledge that when hi-fi
journalists” clever theories
collide with the real world,
the latter usually wins e
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ver the years he’ll take your car, your

hard earned cash and years off your life. Do

you really think it will be any different with
your Arcam?

We can confidently predict that you will
enjoy the top quality sound of your Arcam

Hi-Fi separates for many years to come.

It’s a simple enough prediction, when you
consider just how hard we work to produce
Hi-Fi of the highest quality.

Like any good parent, we ensure that our
little treasures go out into the world with every
advantage.

: (4 ‘
So, before we bid a teartul farewell, the .ne day ,Oiﬂ

Hi-Fi produced at our Cambridge factory must

pass the most rigorous set of tests, checks and all Of thls w111

double checks. This imeans that each Arcam

!

separate is blessed with a long, active and
productive life.
Then again, sonic excellence and
reliability are bound to feature on all Arcam
products, since we design them in from the
outset. )
A very pleasing aspect of all this dedication - ‘
is that year after year our products make us v
rather proud with lots of top Hi-Fi industry a
awards. - g fr ¥
So, do keep a close eye on Junior. He also : 0
knows quality when he hears it. (Well, you
can’t really blame the little angel for inheriting
your good taste!)
On the other hand, you could invest in a
lesser Hi-Fi system than Arcam

But why deprive yourself, never mind ‘ \ v - '

future generations?

ARCAM

o,
Return the coupon below to: Arcam, Pembroke Ave. . -

Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB, England.
Or telephone: 101223) 203203 (24 hours)

e-mnail: csiserv@arcam.co.uk

Please send nie information on: (Please tick) ' L
Arcam amplifiers O Arcam CD players O '
Arcam tuners O Arcam home cinema Q
Arcam DACs Q all Arcam products O
and the name of my nearest authorised dealer.
First Name(s)

s In Australia: Stolmack Audio Pty Ltd., P.O. Box 62, 16 Wolseley Road, Lindfield, N.S.W., 2070. Tel: {2) 9416 4799.
In Canada: Emerald Audio Resources, P.O. Box 286. Station P, Toronto, Ontario, M5S 258. Tel: (418) 596 7657,
Address In New Zealand: Avalon Audio, 587 Mount Eden Rd.. Mount Eden, Auckland. Tel: (649) 638 9000.

In South Africa: Hi-Fi Specialists, Burban Road 155, Bellville. 7530. Tel: (21) 946 1441.

Postcode T USA: Audiophile Systems Led, 8709 Castle Park Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46256. Tel (317) 841 4107.
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The facts about
those really nice people
at The Sound Gallery

» Formed in 1985
P Easy to approach -

P Best products in each field

» Comparative testing
P Depth of knowledge
P Multi-room experts

P AV system demonstrators

» Home Installations

(we leave when you're happy)

P> Finally, after all these years

we still love music
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The Sound Gallery
65 Castle Street
HIGH WYCOMBE
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Sound| ¥

Bucks HP13 6RN Tel,(01494) 531682
Fax, (01494) 464770

Arcam @

B&W @

Cable Tak @

Chord co @

Definitve Tech @

Denon @

Epos @

Kef @

Linn Hifi @

Linn Knekt @

Micromega @

Miller & Kreisel @

Mission @

Mordant Short @

Naim audio @

Nakamichi @

Rega @

Royd @

Stax @

and more...
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pring is here! And
S with it, many people’s

%, thoughts turn away
from sociable gatherings
indoors with music
provided by an amicable hi-
fi, to grilling themselves on
their very own two square
yards of sand.

Whilst this is a great
time for travel agents, it’s
less rosy for the hi-fi
industry. You see, the hi-fi
season generally runs from
September to March. For
the rest of the year, the
industry is kept going by
enthusiasts eager to
upgrade, birthdays and
anniversaries, and the odd
early student loan.

With this in mind, I
thought now would be a
good time to reflect upon
the previous season’s
successes and perhaps have
a crack at suggesting next
season’s big movers.

Despite many retailers’
fears of a shrinking market,
the hi-fi separates industry
remained fairly buoyant
over the winter, thanks to
some strong advertising
in the national press
from both retailers and
manufacturers alike.
Improved consumer
confidence and some
genuinely aspirational
new hi-fi products also
played their part.

In the budget CD
market Technics
maintained its strong
grip. Thanks to a smooth
transition from '70 to '80
Series during the early
summer, Technics avoided
a sales slump whilst the
new range gathered
momentum.

It’s nice to report that
products are actually
deserving of their success.
The SL-PG380, 480 and 580
may be rather conservative
in design but offer decent
build, useful features and a
mature sound quality.

Technics were helped
by a floundering Marantz
and Philips. Although these
two usually offer tough
competition at this price
point, their machines
seemed a little dated and
lacking solidity this time
around. Maybe things will
change next season, but my
money remains with the
Japanese.

Sony seem to be
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making waves in this sector
at the moment, but I
suspect they may have
peaked 100 early. This
means that, come the
season, their players may
seem a lictle tired, and
rivals will have the upper
hand. Ones to watch are
the established Technics,
and Pioneer, who have
been known to spring the
odd surprise or two.

from

Dominic Todd,

our man in

retailing

67SE. The question is, can
Marantz sustain this
through to September 1977
in time for the next season?
Not if Arcam have
anything to do with it. The
prize for the most
reformed hi-fi company this
year has to go to Arcam.
Last autumn they launched
a new range with more -
vibrant sound quality and
cunning upgrade potential

“The hi-fi season generally runs from
September to March. For the rest of the
year, the industry is kept going by

enthusiasts eager to upgrade, birthdays
and anniversaries, and the odd early
student loan.”

In spite of the fact that
things may not have gone
too well for Marantz in the
budget sector, it was a very
different story in the
midrange CD player
market. Here, Marantz
comprehensively
dominated right up to the
£500 price level, with
essentially a single
machine.

The well regarded CD-
63 (£280) was tweaked to
produce the highly
acclaimed CD-63SE (£350),
and the even more
respected CD-63mklI KI-
Signature (£500). And just
when the competition
seemed to be catching up,
thase clever boffins at
Marantz tweaked it some
more to produce the class-
leading CD-67 and CD-

that rid the company of its
previous dowdy image.
Although this came a
fraction too late to really
have a big impact this
season, they'll certainly be
the company to watch next
time round.

With all this action in
the middle ground, it was
hardly surprising to find
the high-end arena quiet.
With headlines such as,
“The Marantz CD-63mkll
KI-Signature - the best CD
player under £1000”, small
wonder. Despite this,
Audiolab proved
themselves just as adept
with digital technology as
with amplification. It’s
certainly given stalwarts
DPA, Pink Triangle and
Marantz something to think
about. So don’t be
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surprised to see a reaction
from these three, and
others.

The recording format
market was as notable for
its surprises as it was for its
continuity. At the top end,
the biggest shock came
from Nakamichi’s sad
decision to pull out of this
area altogether, leaving a
gaping hole that has yet to
be filled.

Sony, Pioneer and
Teac have all had the
odd success, but none
of them has yet come
close to dominating the
sector in the way that
Nakamichi managed,
seemingly without
effort, for so many
years.

At the other end of
the scale, it was
business as usual for
Aiwa, the ADF 460
taking the mantle from
the best selling '450.
Slightly further up the
ladder, Kenwoeod, Sony and
Technics ruled the roost
with some worthwhile, but
hardly sparkling cassette
decks.

In between, the usual
Japanese companies had
their way once again,
although none really took
the incentive.

But this could all soon
change. After five years in
the doldrums and fighting
off the now-withered DCC,
MiniDisc is finally
becoming the talk of the
town. Sony’s MDS-JES00
(HFW Feb '97 issue)
promises to be far more
memorable than its name.
So, as far as the recording
media are concerned,
watch this space @
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Tel Order : 01276 855530 / 855578
Fax Order: 01276 855580
e-mail: sales @audiophile.u-net.com
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2 LP Import £17.75 LP £10 HQ 180gm Virgin Vinyl LP £25
CD Import £15 CD £13 HQ 24kt Gold CD £25
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TWO SUPERB

WITH INTERCONNECTS AND

Hi-Fi World has assembled two superbly balanced digital
systems, one for fans of CD, the other for fans of MiniDisc

and its recording ability.

™ his month finds us with two finely
I balanced systems to give away.
The first of these is headed up by
the redoubtable £500 Marantz CD-
63mkll Kl-Signature CD player, tweaked
by Ken Ishiwata and much admired in
the Hi-Fi World towers. Jon Marks first
encountered this player back in June
1996, and found only one problem with
it - “it was difficult not to simply press
the repeat button”. Beware, with this
Marantz, you could well be in for plenty
of late nights spent happily ploughing
through your CD collection.

After making its way down Apollo
Cables’ smooth, transparent sounding
Black Velvet Standard interconnect
(reviewed in Jan '97) the CD-63 KI-S's
output reaches DPA's impressive £600
Renaissance integrated amplifier. Noel
Keywood was the lucky man who got his
hands and ears on the Renaissance back
in Dec '94, where he said, “I'd rate it
very, very highly for serious listeners,
since as with all DPA amplifiers, what
they do well they do so very well few
can come close.”

From the Renaissance, the signal is
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transmitted via four metres of The
Chord Co's clear, detailed Rumour bi-
wire cable (£9.95/m and featured on p57
of this issue) to Castle's £700 Avon
floorstanders. In Dec ‘96, Noel
Keywood said of the Avons, with their
carbon fibre drive units, “Castle’s new
'speaker offers a level of insight, clarity
and control that few rivals can at
present match.”

System No2 takes a different
approach to the digital domain, leading
as it does with Kenwood's excellent new
£500 DM-7090 MiniDisc recorder. A
look at p31 and p33 of this issue will
show you that, on both replay and
recording fronts, Jon Marks reckoned
the DM-7090, equipped with Kenwood’s
D. R. I. V. E. system, did a better job
than 99.99% of all cassette decks. Looks
like it might be time to bid a fond
farewell to those lingering dreams of a
Nakamichi. . .

Interconnects are supplied again by
Apollo Cables. Waiting to receive the
signal at the other end is Aura’s
smoothie of an amp, the VA-100Mkll, a
higher-powered version of the much-

loved VA-80 (see the Mar '96 edition).

Sitting at the end of another stretch
of Rumour loudspeaker cable are
Castle’s £450 Edens. Jon Marks found
the Edens one of the most musical and
accomplished loudspeakers around
under £600. His view was that “Castle’s
Edens join that select band of hi-fi
components that simply make music
regardless”.

if you want to be in the running for a
chance to win one of these two superb
systems, all you have to do is answer the
questions opposite and complete the tie
breaker. Send in the entry form on the
back of a sealed envelope or postcard to
reach us before April 4th to:

April Systems Competition
Hi-Fi World Magazine,

64 Castellain Road,

Maida Vale,

London W9 |EX

Don't forget to include your name,
address and telephone number if
possible so we can contact winners
promptly ®

HI-FI WORLD



DIGITAL SYSTEMS .
LOUDSPEAKER CABLES, _ —

COMPETITION ENTRY QUESTIONS E : =
I) What two formats are these systems built argmd? . co M PETITIO N WI N NERS

A.DCCand DAT B.LPandMC C.MDandCD D.DSS and MOD

FEERUARY ISSUE COMPETITION
2) Who tweaked the CD-63mkl! Kl-Signature?

A. Delia Smith B. John Major  C. Ken Ishiwata D. Mrs Merton In our February issue we gave six lucky people

'3y Wh ial do Castl in the Avon® ) the chance to win one of the models from
3) What material do Castle use in the Avon’s cones? KEF's innovative new Q Series, ranging from the

A. Polypropylene  B. Aluminium  C. Paper D. Carbon Fibre flagship £1000 Q75 to the £200 Q95C centre
channel ’speaker.
And the winners are:
A. Caffrey of Preston in Lancashire,

4) What system is Kenwood'’s DM-7090 MD player fitted with?
A D.R ILV.E B.P.A.R K. C.S. K.I.D. D.LGNLTE

) L with the Q75.
5) How much are this month's prizes worth? Mrs Julie Hooper of Petersfield, Hamps
A. £5000 B. £2750 C. £3450 D. £4000 with the Q65.
Martin Harris of Horsham, West Sussex,
Please circle the system you would prefer, if you are a winner: with the Q55.
System 1 (CD) System 2 (MD) Paul Brightey of Isleworth, Middlesex,
with the Q35.
J TIE BREAKER (o!bligatory) Valerie Moorg of Sevenoaks, Kent,
! Complete the following in less than 30 words LGy
{ C. Partridge of Worcester,
We have the kings from Castle, Avon and Eden, with the Q95C.
Singing sweetly to Spice Girls or old Burt Wheedon,
With digits delightful supplied by Kenwood and Marantz, Congratulations!

So air-guitar out, along with funky pants,

COMPETITION RULES AND CONDITIONS
[1] Only one entry per household. Multiple entries will be
automatically disqualified.
[2] In the event of more than one entrant submitting all-correct
) answers, the winner will be picked from the tie-breaker by the
i Editor. We will endeavour to pubiish the results in the second
) issue following the closing date.
{ [3] Purchase of the magazine is not a precondition of entry.
[4} No correspondence will be entered into; the Editor's decision
is final.
[53] Mo employees of Audio Publishing Ltd. or of any companies
associated with the production or distribution of the prizes may
enter.

Post Code: .........oovvvemen, Tel No

|
L

If you would prefer not 10 receive details of new products or
Please do not add my name to your mailing list. special offers please tick the box.

m Hi-Fi World magazine is published by Audio Publishing Ltd.
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HEYBROOK

HEYLIOS

“I could almost believe I was listening to a small floorstander.

Dynamics and bass are both excellent as is the soundstaging”
HI-FI WORLD - February, 1997

“This is an excellent little speaker delivering fine sound quality from

a compact and attractively finished enclosure”
HI-FI CHOICE - March, 1997

“The Heylios deliver an impressive sense of scale with plenty

of rich bass perfect for atmosphere pieces”
WHAT HI-Fl - November, 1996

For more information on the complete product range of speakers, electronics, home theatre, stands and cables

please contact

Heybrook Hi-Fi Ltd; Clemo Road, Liskeard, Cornwall, PLI4 3NH Tel: 01579 342866 Fax: 01579 342833




COMPACT DISC PLAYERS

QUAD 67 second-hand
One of Quad’s best products for a long time, the
67 is warmer and smoother than most, yet is
highly musical and revealing. Good enough to
frighten many rivals.

DENON DCD-315 £150
Real hi-fi and real music for a mere £150.
Achieves a good semblance of orchestral
dynamics and acoustic space.

NAD 510 £200
A competent all rounder with lifelike
soundstaging and impressive treble clarity.

NAD 512 £250
Its smooth sound and fine treble extension make
the 512 something of a rarity at the price. For the
money rivals are few.

ARCAM ALPHA 7 £320
This British built player is extremely good value.
An upfront, punchy nature suits Techno and Rock
particularly well.

MARANTZ CD-63 Special Edition £350
A superb budget buy. Addressing the problems of
the CD-52II SE, its detailed and musical sound
embarrasses many expensive players.

MARANTZ CD-63MKII KI-SIGNATURE £500
Similar to the CD-63SE but more powerful bass
and an all-round smoother sound.

TRICHORD GENESIS

Conveys music in a powerful and dramatic
fashion. Smooth and sweet, with a good sense of
depth. A little soft sounding though.

£549

DPA RENAISSANCE £895
Words cannot describe its infinite variety, but
suffice to say you'll love it or hate it. Highly
emotional, involving presentation with not a hint
of self-doubt.

AUDIOLAB 8000CD £1000
Great presence and body through midrange along
with good stage depth give this player a seductive
and musical sound. A real charmer.

LINN KARIK 3 £1600
Superb one-box player. lts supremely rhythmic,
musical sound with delicacy and finesse puts it up
with the best of the rest.

NAIM CDI £1600
This single box |6-bit player sounds very
engag ng compared to your average bitstreamer.

Has that vital tingle factor of the larger, two-box
CDs.

MCINTOSH CDM7009 £2635
A thoroughly inspiring machine. One of the most
musical CD players around; sweet, open and
detailed.

COMPACT DISC
TRANSPORTS

TEAC VDRS-TI £550
Not as substantially built as its chunky looks
suggest, the T is nevertheless a good entry-level
transport with a warm, expansive sound.

HI-FI WORLD

£1300
Beautifully built and finished, the CDM is packed
with sensible features and performs superbly,
day-in day-out.

AUDIOLAB 8000CDM

CD CONVERTORS

DPA LITTLE BIT 111 £300
A lot more weight at frequency extremes than
the |l and far better control. For £300 there’s
nothing to beat it.

THORENS TDA2000 £700
Used with the TCD2000 as a transport, the
TDA2000 produces a sound that is focused,
detailed and spacious. Good value.

DPA ENLIGHTENMENT £795
Some believe this to be the best convertor
around. A truly charismatic performer, it dives
into Rock music with rare passion

PINK TRIANGLE ORDINAL £837
Pure, smooth sound free from hardness. One of
the best at any price, losing little to the big guns.

PINK TRIANGLE DA CAPO £1450+
Offers a choice of filter modules, all up there with
the best. The Da Capo is superb in many
respects, but can sound a touch polite on rock.

DPA 1024 £6000
Proof positive that today’s CDs needn’t sound
CD-like! Uses an in-house discrete convertor,
and DPA haven’t skimped on the build either!

TURNTABLES

GARRARD 401 second-hand
In a decent plinth with an arm of SME309 calibre,
the 401 has a highly authoritative overall sound with
the most solid, expressive bass in the business. Very
musical, but treble isn’t up to modern standards.

THORENS TDI124 second-hand
One of Thorens’ best-ever turntables. Needs a
modern plinth to give of its best. Duly installed,
it's good enough to face off the Garrard 401,
swapping some of its bass power for a more
delicate, incisive treble.

SYSTEMDEK [1X900/RB250 £330
A fire all rounder and easy to upgrade. Brings
more depth and breadth than a Rega 3.

SYSTEMDEK 2X2 £499
Although tuneful, bass isn’t as deep as some
rivals. More than makes up for it though with
neutral and precise midrange and treble.

RESON rsl £600
A lean, yet vibrant sound quality that really draws
the listener in. With good detail and rhythmic
integrity this is an impressive turntable package.

MICHELL GYRODEC £800
Stunning looks, build and engineering, and don't
underestimate the sound. Standard PSU and Rega
arm gives a detailed, architectural, if undynamic
sound. With QC PSU and SME V, its scale and
insight kills the competition at the price.

PRO-JECT 6.I1SA £999
The Pro-ject places the listener in the best seat in
the control room. Outrageous dynamics and a
punchy, seriously deep bass. Comes with Sumiko
arm and Ortofon MC30 Supreme.

LINN SONDEK LPI2 £840 - £1530
Cirkus bearing puts it back up with the best.
Superbly beguiling, rhythmic sound that plays Jazz
like few others, but lacks the Gyrodec’s detail or
imaging. You'll forget CDs were ever invented.

PINK TRIANGLE ANNIVERSARY £1200
One of the finest-sounding turntables around, the
Anniversary takes the listener nearer the
recording studio than almost any other deck.
Works with Rega, Linn and SME arms alike.

ROKSAN XERXES X £1295
DSU or XPS 3.5 power supply £150/170 extra.
Excellent pitch stability from a new Swiss motor
and outboard power supply. Very tight bass, fine
dynamics and revealing clarity.

MICHELL ORBE £1950
The Darth Vader of analogue, the Orbe builds on
the strengths of the Gyrodec. An ultra-tuneful,
expansive sound.

SME MODEL 20 £2495
Including the excellent SME V tonearm, the Model
20 is possibly the last great turntable, unless
you've got £1 1,000 for the Model 30, that is.

TONEARMS

REGA RB300 £130
Supremely capable at the price, but not quite
humankind's salvation as has been suggested.
Detailed, tight, rhythmic sound but tonally rather
grey and cold-sounding.

SME 3009Sil £375
This Paleolithic device doesn’t bother with
frequency extremes or detail, but its legendary
serviceability makes it a cult in Japan. Oh death,
where is thy sting?

SME309 £570
A down-market version of the [V and V with
aluminium armtube and detachable headshell.
Tight, neutral sound with good tonality, but lacks
the |V's pace and precision.

SME IV £850
A Series V with lower toleranced bearings, cheaper
cables and no damper. Still vastly over-engineered
and almost capable of its bigger brother’s sonic
fireworks. SME'’s best value product.

SME V £1235
A masterpiece of precision engineering with a
cohesive, ultra-transparent sound. A dream to set
up and use.

LINN EKOS £1400
A thunderous battleship of an arm, with a very
impressive sound, masses of detail and dynamics,
but lacks the SME V's cohesion and musicality.

CARTRIDGES

ORTOFON VMS-2E £10
Warm, full-bodied, punchy and fast. Not to be
sniffed at for a tenner. Can be upgraded with a
better stylus at a later date.




GOLDRING 1012GX £60
An accomplished MM with a solid bass, slightly
forward midband and clean transients. £20 buys
the faster, more dynamic 1022GX.

GOLDRING 1042

The best moving magnet available. Has an
extremely cohesive sound that’s warm but highly
involving. Deliciously delicate treble and strong,
powerful bass.

£100

ORTOFON MCI5 SUPER I £110
An excellent budget moving coil with a smooth,
polished, detailed sound. Tracks superbly but
verges on the analytical at times. A bargain.

ORTOFON SUPREMES £225-£450
The MC10, MC20 and MC30 Supremes all offer
superb sound and value for money, with a
distinctively rich, smooth and detailed musical
performance. The valve brigade love them.

ORTOFON MC2000 £650
We came across this one in an SME [V on a
Garrard 401; it duly gave one of the best results
we've ever heard.

ORTOFON ROHMANN £1000
In a way it's MC2000 meets MC7500 with the tonal
strengths and dynamo sound Ortofon have been
putting into their moving-coil cartridges of late.

LYRA LYDIAN £649
A truly musical, sophisticated device that makes
most other MCs sound frigid.

VAN DEN HUL MC-10 £840
Fluid bass, finely etched treble and highly tuneful in
between. The MC-10 is honey, pure and simple.

ORTOFON MC7500 £2000

Conclusive proof that there’s hope for humankind.

Makes music of enormous scale and vibrancy. CD
lovers would die if they heard it.

INTEGRATED
AMPLIFIERS

NAD 3020 second-hand
Classic sweet sounding, punchy budget super-amp
with strong phono stage. Able to embarrass many
modern budget amps.

NAD 310 £130
A real hi-fi amplifier at a bargain price. Forms the
heart of a separates system that will murder any
midi system at twenty paces. No phono stage, but
you can’t have everything at this price.

NAD 312 £200
Smooth, clear and dry. Fine detailing with little to
complain about at the price. Good facilities.

ROTEL RA-970BX £250
With its smooth and powerful sound, the Rotel
sings a seductive song with all types of music.
Powerful enough for most "speakers too.

AURA VA-80

The VA-80 is superb for the price with a
confident, powerful sound. One of the smoothest
around, it is capable of embarrassing more up-
market competition.

£280

ORELLE SA-100
Clean, open, active sound. Smooth and detailed
with good punch too. One of the best at the price.

£449

ARCAM ALPHA 9

A detailed and open sound lends great
atmosphere to music. Wide range of facilities too,
including optional MM/MC phono stages.

£500

AUDIOLAB 8000A £500
A jack-of-all-trades whose facilities, build. power
and top-rate phono input make it a steal. Sound is
good, but less involving than the Naim Nait 3.

NAIM NAIT 3 £500
A taste of high-end audio. The most involving,
musical design at the price, but low power.
Superb phono stage is £100 extra.

MISSION CYRUS 2 £500
Superb engineering, a solid cast chassis and a clear,
spacious sound. Phono stage could be better.

SONNETEER CAMPION £579
An amplifier that delivers near studio definition
along with exemplary timing. Utterly gripping.

DPA RENAISSANCE £595
Rich and smooth, the Renaissance is one of the
sweetest amps around, if lightweight.

AUDION STERLING ETSE £600
Economically but well built single-ended valve
amplifier. Wonderful clarity with vocals. £600
with | line input, £800 with 5.

SUGDEN A2la £640
Class A transistor amp. Rich, crisp, deep, tight
sound and it images well too. Wonderful.

AUDIOLAB 8000S £650
Fast, clear, crisp sound with a wide-open sound
stage. One of the best at the price.

MERIDIAN 551 £795
Beautifully-built integrated with a sweeter, clearer
sound than mid-price alternatives. Plenty of
facilities and remote controllable.

UNISON SIMPLY 2 £995
This single-ended valve amplifier is smooth, sweet
and open. An extremely musical performer.

UNISON SIMPLY 4 £1495
Sonically similar to the Simply 2, but with more
power and control.

AUDIONOTE OTO SE £1500
Ten watts of the sweetest sound around. Use
sensitive speakers though, because it's unlikely to
crack windows or trigger earthquakes.

McINTOSH MA6800 £3735
The MA6800 not so much plays music as takes
control of it, with effortless bass drive and a
three-dimensional sound stage.

PRE-AMPLIFIERS

NAIM NAC32.5 second-hand
Naim’s one-time top pre-amp is still a force to be
reckoned with thanks to its precise, fast sound
and excellent phono stage.

ROTEL RQ-970BX
Superb value entry-level phono stage with
audiophile quality components and clear sound.

£130

DPA DSP200S £495
Not quite the 508, but there’s little to match it at
this price if outright sound quality is your priority.

ROSE RV23-S £495
This interesting valve/transistor hybrid has a
smootbh, rich, spacious sound.

AUDIOLAB 8000C £520
Versatile with superb phono input. Can sound
sterile, but latest version is much improved.

MICHELL ISO/HERA £530
This phono stage has fine midband and treble
detail, with taut bass. The £850 ISO/HR brings
more of everything, and for many people is the
last word on the subject.

AUDIO INNOVATIONS P2 £749
Fantastic bass and super insight make this one of
the best phono stages around. One for vinyl lovers.

AUDIOLAB 8000Q

Excellent line-level only pre-amp, greatly
improves on 8000C with a more fluid, musical
sound and greater grip. Remote control.

£995

MERIDIAN 502 £1295
Transparent, detailed sound with good tonal
range and a neutral presentation. Flexible and
remote controlled too.

NAIM NAC82 £1945
This remote control pre-amp thrusts detail forth
in true Naim fashion.

POWER AMPLIFIERS

QUAD II second-hand
Classic valve monoblock with many thousands stilt
in use around the world. Archetypal warm,
smooth valve sound, although not the last word

in detail or dynamics.

LEAK STEREO 20 second-hand
The Stereo 20 can sound impressively up-to-date,
although power and detail are ultimately limited.

QUAD 40511 second-hand
Solidly built, but lifeless sounding, power amp
which can be substantially improved by a Quad
factory service.

ARCAM ALPHA 9

With 70watts on tap, the 9P will drive most
loudspeakers with a spacious and detailed sound.
Good bass drive too.

£400

MISSION CYRUS POWER £450
This power amplifier is a honey. Rich and smooth,
but with a firm grip; a fine blend of properties.

ROSE RP190 £495
Used with the partnering pre-amp it gives 70watts
of smooth, relaxing sound.

SUGDEN AU4IP £530
Extremely competitive at the price with |00W of
unusually smooth, full-bodied sound.

SHEARNE PHASE 3 £619

A neutral, highly dynamic and thoroughly exciting
amplifier. A sonic bargain.

HI-FI WORLD



QUAD 606lI £675
Quad’s latest 140W powerhouse is smooth and
civilised, but engagingly musical. Legendary back-
up service.

DPA DPA200S £750
Better than anything else at the price. Not as dry
as the 50S.

NAIM NAPI180 £900
Partnered with a NACB82, this has classic Naim
control, making for a superbly rhythmic
presentation. A touch lean for some tastes.

MICHELL ALECTO STEREO £1300
A refined transistor amplifier with valve-like
transparency and a full, warm, easy-going sound.
The £1800 Alecto monoblocks have rare lucidity
and three dimensional realism.

MERIDIAN 557 £1400
Great control and dynamics allied to seductive

smoothness. A rare combination of power and

delicacy.

AUDIOLAB 8000M £1500
Beautifully built, powerful amps that will drive
anything you care to throw at them. Detailed,
analytical sound, but a touch grey compared to
valve rivals.

TUNERS

LEAK TROUGHLINE second-hand
Our favourite way of listening to the wireless. A
deliciously smooth, mellifiuous sound that will
have you junking your transistor radio in seconds.
Ergonomics are crude, and you'll need a decent
aerial and stereo decoder.

NAD 412

The 412 is remarkably musical and natural
sounding. Rich sound and full bass are a rarity.
Unbeatable at the price.

£190

KENWOOD KT-6050L £300
Very, very tuneful and as clear and detailed as CD.
Tuners like this have you sitting in your seat

wondering at the sheer wealth of music out there.

MISSION CYRUS FM7 £300
Clear and lucid sound that puts it up with the best
regardless of price. Superb build and superior
ergonomics to the NAD.

ROTEL RT990BX £500
High quality Michi-based tuner with a sophisticated,
forward sound with great imaging and soundstage.
Sensible facilities and remote control.

NAIM NATO03 £500
The NATO3 is further proof of Naim’s proficiency
with tuners, with a warm, easy sound and a good
sense of atmosphere.

FANFARE FT-I| £1350
In its native US the FT-| is no mere tuner but a
‘broadcast monitor’ no less, a task at which it acquits
itself well, with a clear and powerful sound.

NAIM NATOI £1380
The best solid-state tuner available. For better
radio, live in the studio.

CASSETTE DECKS

AIWA AD-S750 £150
Sonically a very decent machine. For the price
there’s nothing better. With Dolby B, C and S.

HI-FI WORLD
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KENWOOD KX-3080
A simple deck, but high quality head and transport
give an unusually high level of performance at this
price. Not to be missed.

£160

DENON DRM-650S £230
Forget metal tapes, but sound quality with ferrics
and chromes makes it a bargain.

AIWA AD-S950 £300
A stable transport, superb head and Dolby $
make this an excellent recorder.

PIONEER CT-S740S £430
A great piece of engineering from Pioneer, a bit
complex, but a first rate sound on playback and
recording. Dolby S included.

NAKAMICHI DR2 £600
Where serious cassette decks start. The DR2
pushes recordings to the limit, remaining
unflustered at all times.

NAKAMICHI DRI £850
Better still than the DR2, with manual head
azimuth adjustment to boot.

NAKAMICHI CR7 £1500
Kills every other cassette deck and stamps on
their graves.

LOUDSPEAKERS

MISSION 731i £130
A truly worthwhile improvement on the old 7315,
sounding faster, stronger, tighter and more subtle.
Able to take on all comers.

MISSION 731 LE £149
An extensive reworking of Mission's entry level
'speaker, much tighter on transients and more
refined treble. Neutral and revealing.

TANNOY 631 SE £170
Great bass extension, super open and focused
midrange and fine detail up-top. Work best on
filled dedicated stands; unmatched at the price.

HEYBROOK HBI S3 £269
Fine tonal resolution through midrange and a
smooth and extended treble make the HB s ideal
for Classical/acoustic music. Bass is a little boxy
and constrained though.

CELESTION IMPACT 23

Smooth and even handed. Clear and well
extended treble and deep, tight bass. Midrange is
focused and pure with plenty of detail and speed.

£299

B&W DM 602

Deep and strong bass, pure, projected and
uncoloured midrange. Treble quality a little
metallic, but imaging precise. A lively, enjoyable
sound.

£300

REL Q-BASS £350
Few subwoofers match the Q-Bass at the price.
The tuning controls can be a bit of a fiddle, but
once set up the rest is pleasure.

EPOS ESI2 £495
Strong, punchy bass is allied to detailed and
articulate midrange and treble. Above all, these
‘speakers are thoroughly musical.

REL STRATA £500
The Strata is not a toy. Offers superb, true hi-fi
bass depth and power.

MISSION 752 Freedom

Use advanced High Definition Aerogel
bass/midrange and silk dome tweeter. Dynamic,
punchy and musical, yet refined like few others at
the price. Not as soft as the original 752s.

£600

TANNOY D100 £650
This small dual-concentric loudspeaker produces
believable three dimensional imaging.

CASTLE AVON £700
Taut, dry bass and lucid midrange from their
carbon fibre driver, but need warm ancillaries to
avoiding sounding bright.

HARBETH HL-P3ES £799
A fine example of good loudspeaker engineering.
The top of the mini-monitor league.

HARBETH HL-K6 £975
Clean, musical and classy - Harbeth have done
themselves proud again.

KEF REFERENCE SERIES ONE £995
The KEFs combine pin-point imagery and detail with
a smooth and polite balance. Good, agile bass too.

HEYBROOK SEXTET |1 £1129
Heybrook have retained the strengths of the
original Sextet, whilst improving on bass
extension and smoothness. Treble and imaging
still up with the very best.

MISSION 754 FREEDOM 5 £1299
Highly articulate and informative sound with fine
imaging and tight, deep bass extension. Uses silk
dome tweeter, HDA midrange and 8" bass driver.

HARBETH HL COMPACT 7 £1329
Dry and analytical, but truthful and uncoloured
with it. A cohesive sounding top class monitor.

EPOS ES25 £1505
Epos’ best. Combines near-uncoloured tonality
with characteristic fireworks in the rhythm
department. Superb by any other name.

SPENDOR SP7/1 £1970
This big Spendor is very appealing thanks to its
lucid sound and valve-friendly load.

TANNOY AMSS £2700
Bold sounding professional active monitor with
solid bass, clearly focused midrange and delicious
treble. Built-in amplification.

QUAD ESL-63 £2860

A reference against all other loudspeakers, with
superb imaging qualities and genuine transparency.
Earlier ESL model is an excellent second-hand
buy; both enjoy legendary Quad service back-up.

KEF REFERENCE SERIES FOUR £3099
Superb bass and near-electrostatic soundstaging
make these involving loudspeakers a reference to
others. Need a strong amplifier though.
JBL S2600 £3500
Smooth, detailed and spacious with great
dynamics and fine imaging. Capable of producing a
superb performance when used in a big room.

TANNOY WESTMINSTER ROYAL £10,000
An incredibly dynamic, detailed fuli-range horn
design with a rich sound. lts high sensitivity
predisposes it to valve amplification.



Hi Fi Choice “The ECI-1
is one of the more
important integrated
amplifers out there in
hi fi land." Alan Sircom

Hi Fi Choice
“Electrocompaniet’s
cheapest amp is the
one to beat.” Alvin Gold

Etsiand .96

Hi Fi News & Record
Review “AW100DMB
combined with the
EC-4 preamplifer is
recommended for
amplifer combinations
over £2000" Alvin Gold

Sound Image UK Ltd
52 Milton Road London SW14 8JR e
Tel 0181 255 6868 Fax 0181 255 6869

SOUNDS PERFECTION

CORNWALL'S NO.1 SPECIALIST RETAILER

Listen to the equipment in the comfort of your own
home, friendly service & advice. Spend your money
wisely!

Come and hear the finest valve amplification in Audio
Note (UK) silver wired AN-E SE’s, the incredible
Ankoras & M3 phono, the best MC transformer AN
S7c¢. Plus many other more affordable products from

the range. Both Michell Orb & Micro turntables on dem.

Incredible cables by Philosophy.

SALE
Analysis Omega speakers (mint ex-dem) only £3250
Kef 105/4 £695
Nottingham Analogue Spacedeck only £695
Art Audio Concerto Power & Groove Tubes  only £1095

Impulse Lali £995

Perception DACs 1 x new boxed only £495
1 x s/hand only £375
Stadium Il (upgraded) 4 weeks old
customer upgrade £1050

CONTACT NIGEL
TEL/FAX 01326 221372
MOBILE 0468 754353

m APRIL 1997

CD UPGRADE

Why go out and buy a new CD player at great expense for onty minimal
improvement in performance? Trichord's highly renowned 'Clock 2' and
dedicated 'Clock 2 Power Supply' modifications will dramatically
improve the sound quality of your existing CD player, or CD transport.
Hear the potential that the CD medium really has to offer.

High accuracy (5 ppm) low jitter performance master clock.
Up to five times reduction in data related jitter.

Increased transparency , resolution and sound staging.
Greater dynamics and sheer listening pleasure.

Can be fitted to most players or transports regardless of price.
The level of improvement is just as significant with expensive
transports as it is with inexpensive players.

® O O 0 o0

These modifications can be carried out by Trichord Research Ltd, or by
your local Trichord dealer. Also available in kit form with instructions for
the technically competent.

We are so confident in these upgrades that we offer a complete refund
and return your player back to its original state if not satisfied.

Clock 2 Trichord or Dealer fitted

Clock 2 Kit for self fit

Clock 2 Power Supply Trichord or Dealer fit
Clock 2 Power Supply Kit for self fit

£141.00 inc. VAT
£ 95.00inc. VAT
£ 80.00inc. VAT
£ 55.00 inc. VAT

for more information:

Trichord Research Limited
Tel: (01684) 573524 Fax: (01684) 577380
For those who are 1ruly serious abour their music

7% Church Streer, Malvern, Worcs, WR14 2AE

1Diamond Polished Plinths for Turntables, CI) Players & Amps \ >

THE TALOS .

isolation platform

The most rigid. incrt, acoustically right, Isolation Platform
to be ever built is here at last.

THE TALOS is in a league of its own thanks to its
heavyweight, one and a quarter inch thick, 15kg solid
granite plinth. It provides superior vibration damping in
every dimension with a  considerable increase in
soundstaging, bass control and focusing. It also looks
gorgeous with its diamond polished mirror finish. It is easily
adjusted via its levelling spikes and comes in a choice of sizes
and colours. Ask yourself, whats missing ?

A 165 for a standard 147x18.75" Talos

For the last word on isolation THE TALOS reference is a must
for the serious audiophile. A 35Kg two tier granite and
sorbothane sandwich affair that will bring tears to your eves

with its phenomenal soundstaging and focusing abilities.
This is the furture !

£295 for the 17.5°x21" Talos reference dual plinth system
Easly the best, | sold my Seisnuc Sk straight N. Ramsford - Salbury
It was Iike runmng my Naim CD1 on Nirous J. Clarke - Cluppenham
Tel/Fax 01285 862002 for brochure and order form
Alvo avuilib slatforis for most size sta

Platform Products, Unit R, The Old Brickyard
Ashton Keynes Swindon. Wilts SN6 6QR

HI-FI WORLD



A REFERENCE GUIDE TO BRITAIN'S MANUFACTURERS AND

A.A.P. DISTRIBUTION for Osborn high-end
oudspeakers (eg floorstanding Echpse £2195) and Music
jabs audiophle amplifiers and digital convertors {eg 250 watt
nlanced input stereo power amplifier £1095) Write or phone
lor details of these cxpensive but excellent value products.
A AP Dustribution. Unit F 171, Riverside Business Centre,
4aidane place, London SWI8 4UQ. Tel 0181-875-9696, Fax:
0181-875-9100
ACOUSTIC ENERGY, 3a Alexandra Road, London Wi3
ONP Tel. 0181 840 630S. Acoustic Energy manufacture the
sward winning reference Series AEI and AE2 loudspeakers and
the new Acgis Senes Model |, all of which feature the unique
AE metal cone drive units The AE distbution diwsion offers
superb high end products from WADIA, GRYPHON,
ENSEMBLE and TARA LABS
ACOUSTIC SOLUTIONS is 2 bespoke manufacturing and
design company We speciahse i tailor made loudspeakers and
interconnects We have ongoing devefopment prajects in
loudspeaker design All products are continually reviewed in
order to maintam an unequivocal service Phone us for a chat
or adwice on 0973 149392 ASL. 18 Tamar Rise. Chelmsford,
Essex
ALCHEMIST PRDDUCTS, Unit |. Furzewood House,
Cranbourne Estate, Porters Bar, Herts, EN6 3N Call us for a
ist of our dealers n many areas including:- London, Kent,
Hampshire, Wilts, Milton Keynes and N. Ireland and for
product information on the Kraken, Freya, Brag. Odin. Genesis
and more Tel 01707-664607 or fax on 01707-664207
ALEMA UK LTD., 25 Montfore Road, Hove, BN3 IRD
Tel 01273 202637 Audion * Edison * Andersson = (Trade
enquines welcome for our newly extended range)
APPOLLO, The UK based designers and manufacturers of
high quality speaker stands and equipment racks have now
added to their comprehensive range a modular system ideal for
housing audio wisual products and CD storage. Please send for
our free brochure to Zenith Crown Ltd Tipton Rd. Dudley,
West Midtands, DY 14 Tel 0121 520 5070 Fax. 012) 522 2055 -
All export trade enquiries welcome.
ARCAM, Pembroke Ave, Denny Industrial Centre,
Waterbeach, Cambrdge. CBS 9PB. Tel. 01223 440964 or Fax.
01223 863384 Manufacturers of the Deka 290 Amplfier and the
Dekta 280 Digrtal FM Tuner The two together produce a sound
that has been described as “subtle and intriguing® and that
provide "real clout” - discover thus for yourself For information
on not only these products but also the Arcam CO Players,
Speakers, Cassette Decks etc, Phone or write in to request a
brochure « The pleasure ts all yours!
ATACAMA AUDIO SUPPORTS from Sambell
Engmeering Ltd We are the sole manufacturers of the ‘SE' range
of speaker stands, consisting of an 8%, 12°, 16°, 20° and the
award winning 24 high stand Also three specialist models for
the Tannoy ‘ses’ Loudspeakers
AUDIO ECLAT, Manufacturer of .0 TA Power supplies for
most equipment 1 ¢ Naim Preamp {£300) Monarchy D1 P.
(£200). Radford SC22 (£150} Custom Valve Pre Amps from
£400. Silver 1n OiliTeflon iterconnects £75 mtr pair, Silver
Speaker Cable £15 metre. mams cables from £25, Amplifiers
Upgrades Valve and Solhd State.. Previously owned valve
equpment abways in stock Tel/fax 01642 559543, Fax 01642
§35688
AUDJIOLAB, Cambndge Systems Technology Ltd. Spitfire
Clgze. Ermine Park, Huntingdon, Cambs, PEIS 6XY Tel +44
(011480 415600 Fax +44 (0) 1480 S2159. The Audiokd
amplifiers, CD players and tuners are internationally
acknowledged for ther sophisticated. modern design, comuned
with outstanding sound quality and flexibility. There are now 10
Audiohb models whih range from the famous 8900A Integrated
Amplifier through to the new 8000CD Integrated CD Player.
For full information and detalls of your Audiokab dealer, please
phone or wnte
AUDIONOTE €O, Unit |, Block C, Hove Business Ctr.
Fortn# Road, Hove BN3 6HA. Tel 01273 220511. Audionate
supply a range of very high quality and very expensive audiophile
components including valve output transformers
AVDIO PARTNERSHIP The Audio Partnership ple
owns several of Britan's leading quality hi-fi brands, including
Cambndge Audio, Gale Loudspeakers. Audio Innovations and
Anston. All products are designed and enginecred in the UK,
and our rep for rehability and P |
value for money has resulted in the Audio Partnership being at
the forefront of British manufacturers. A products are
exclusively available through Richer Sounds stores around UK,
and for further information please call free on 0800 181355, or
drop us a Iine at the address below The Audio Partnership Pic,
Gallery Cowrt, Hahey Place, London SEI 488, England
AUDIOPHONICS. The Art of Sound Reproduction Bespoke
design and manufacture of audio systems including: Loudspeakers
with metal cone drivers. CASO spherotdal speakers 1n hand
carved marble with matching FBXI50 Bass. New Athene range
coming soon Amplfication, Zeus semiconductor zero feedback
push-pull or single ended output transformer monoblock power
amplifiers and pre-amplifiers
3 Meldone Close, Surbiton, Surrey KTS 9HQ 0181 390 6480
Emat nfo@apnix demon o uk
AUDIO ILLUSION 23 Langley Broom, Langley, SL3 8NB TEL
01753 54276} FAX: 01753 772532 Distributors and Consutants
for the World's Finest Audio Equipment:-Classe Aud:o - Sohd
State excellence in amplification design and now their new
gh dgia) Enlightened Audio Designs - Hi-
End Drgital featuring HDCD™, Orgral Fywheel and Dolby AC-
3™ Kora - Tniode Valve Amplificauon - Integrated amps from
£1795 Mirage® The Orignal Bipokar Loudspeakers™ - Full range
of Loudspeakers and Subwoofers from £185.
From AUDIO SYNTHESIS. manufacturers of the the
outstanding DAX digital to analogue converter, comes DAX-L a
new Hi-End reference converter able to dig deeper into the
dgral source than ever before' A new addition to the superb
PASSION series of all Vishay controllers has just been
introduced in the form of PASSION 8, a fully remete controlled
uniguely transparent passive preamplifier, the perfect match for
DESIRE By word of mouth our DESIRE power amplifier 15

rapidly convincing bsteners, whelther passive or actve! New for
1997 1s TRANSCEND a state of art CD transport with AES,
coaxial, ATAT glass and Toshnk outputs. Audio Synthesis, PO
BOX S0.Notongham, NG9 IDZ. Tel (+44} {0j11S 922 4138
Fax: (+44) (0)115 922 9701,
CABLE VALK Unit 12, Farnborough Business Centre.
Eelmoor Road, Farnborough. Hampshire, GUI4 TXA. Tel (+44)
(01252 373434 Fax: (+44) (0}1252 371818 Designers and
manufacturers of Briush made high quality, value for maney,
interconnect and speaker cables. Phone or fax for a free full
colour brochure on our What Hi-F? S star rated products
CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN Lindudno Road. Cardff
CF3 8PG Tel 01222 779 401 Supplies / manufactures
malorder, high punity sfiver interconnects. loudspeaker cables,
wnternal wires and bespoke mains cables. Generous two week
trial peniod
CANFORD AUDIO PLCCrowther Road, Washington,
Tyne & Wear, NE38 OBW UK Saes 0191 415 0205. Admin
0191 417 00S7 Fax 019t 416 0392 UK's leading manufacturer
and distributor of professional audio equipment 9000+ products
are detarled in a brannual catalogue which i available free of
charge to professional users Next duy deliveries when possible
CHORD ELECTRONICS LIMITED, 3 Bower Mount
Road, Maidstone.Kent MEI6 BAX Telephone 01622-764874,
Faxc 01622-688480 We have recently complemented our highly
acclnmed SPM range of power amplifiers wath 2 superb pre-
amps - the CPA 2800 + CPA 4000as well as the BBC qualfied
LSS/12A loudspeaker & LFS/I2 bass extension system Call us
for copies of reviews that will leave you wanting details of your
nearest retailer
CREEK AUDIO LYD 2 Bellevue Road. Frien Baret, London
NIl 3ES Tel 0181 361 4133, Fax- 0181 361 4136
Manufacturers of the 4240 Integrated Amp, P42 and A42
Pre/Power Amps. CD42 CD Player Please write for further
devails
The Exultant Power Amp fitted to Quad Il Hardware
DBS AUDIO, PO Box 91, Bury St Edmunds. Suficlk, IP30
ONF. Tel 01284 828 926 Fax 01284 828 026. DBS Audio supply
quality loudspeaker kits designed by Dave Bernman. The DBS 6.
features a custom-built 8-inch cast-chassis woofer with high-
power voice coil. Morel high-power twecter, and ready-
assembled crossover with Yan den Hul cable ICW 630V
polypropylene capacitors and bi-wired with gold-plated
terminals By popular demand DBSAIl 15 now upgraded to MKl
{upgrade kit available). New designs are planned Also, UK
distrbutor for the CLIO professional quality {but easy to use}
PC-based audio measunng system Access/Visa accepted
ECA DISTRIBUTION: Resuing from our own research
and development, The ECA Design Team. has achieved the
award winning Vista & Lectern S Pre Power combo (Best Buy
Hi-Fi Choice) and the Vista HD/Lectern HD Pre-Power combo
(Gramophane Audic Choice 1996 Award) Closely followed by
our ECA A2 True Ribbon Speakers and Prisma Phono Amp for
“the naturally neutral chain”™ The barest minimum of wirng in
the amps, super symmetry 1 the circuits and vacuum
impregnated air coils custom made for the speakers P.O-Box
3023 London NW2 7RW TelFax 0181 998 1086
ELECTROFLUIDICS. 27 Fournier Street Spitalfields London
E1 6QE Tel 0171 247 0813. Makers of the acclumed Sonolith
{oudspeaker series and Monolith 20720 cable Mwneral polymer
enclosures, controlled - flexure alloy - coned drive units, ultra -
low impedence wide - band feeds extraordinary clartty, control
and resolution
ELYTON ELECTRONICS (Yuetone), c/o Don
Fordy Ltd.. 4 Abertawe House, Ystrad Road, Swansea, SAS
4JS. Tel: 01792 - 588862 or Fax' 01792 - 588865 Elytone
Electronics (formerly Yuetone Industral) are Taswanese OEM
s of high quality Loudsp: Crossover Networks
and associated components Don Fordy Ltd are the UK agents
for Elytone.
EMF, 2a Belfevue Road, Friem, Barnet, N1§ 3ES Tel. 0181 361
6734 Manufacturer of Sequel SOw integrated ampliier and the
Crystal D2A converter Ampliffier and DAC Please write in for
deals
EMINENT AUDIO, Distributor of Croft Valve Amplrficaton
Tel 01902 656517. Fax 0121 681 8772 Mobile 0956 921740
UK Stockists are: Classique Sounds {Leicester) GT Audio
{London NWj} Nottingham Analogue, Purist Audio, The
Cartridge Man {Len Gregory - Croydon), call for overseas
distributors.
FALCON ACOUSTICS LTD., Tabor House, Norwich
Road, Mulbarton, Norwich, Norfolk, NR14 8|T Tel {01508)
$78272 UK. distnbutors of FOCAL drwe units and SOLEN
(chateauroux) polypropylene casacitors and the largest inductor
manufacturer in the U K. Comprehensive range of DIY Speaker
Parts and Kits, Sub-Bass and Electronic Filters. "Everything but
the wood” “Enquiries should be accompanied by a 38p stamped
addressed envelope™
FULLERS AUDIO, 20 Tunbndge Road. Southend on Sea,
Essex SS2 6LT Tel 01702 612116 Fuller's audio produce a
range of innovative products. Amplification - al0 single ended
class A semiconductor power ampliier - £1200. b70 a mosfet
power amplifier of high standard - £599, prel and prel +
matching pre-amplifiers - £599/£649, geni phono stage for mm
and mc cartridges £299. Loudspeakers - Pharoah system,
upgradable from | parr of cabinets to 3 pairs for truly extended
bass, passive/active options £649-£2499, Sphinx a 3 way floor
standing unit £849, Sutan HE. 98dB sensitvity £439, matching
Sub Woofer £559, Sultan. 91.5dB sensitmty £305.
IAN EDWARDS, The Old Chapel, 282 Skipton Road.
Harrogate, Yorks. Tel 01423 500442, Somebody Somewhere
must make better storage unmts for CDs, Music, LPs, H'F, Books.
etc than lan Edwards BUT untl he appears, why not send for
the brochure showing 3 selection of HAND MADE unrs To do
this please send 3 x 2nd class stamps
JORDAN WATTS ACOUSTICS LTD. Cyntra Place, 201
Mare Street, Hackney, London E8 3QE Tel 0181 985 1646
Jordan Watts Acousties for Sight AND Sound
KESWICK AUDIO RESEARCH, 54 Coach Road,
Outwood, Wakefeld W Yorks, WFI 3EX. Tel/Fax 01924
870606. "I'd say that the Figaro is the best miniature speaker |

have heard” Audiophile March 1993 Write in or call for detals
on our full product range and your nearest stockist.
KRONOS DISTRIBUTION, 35 Farlough Road.
Dungannon. N Ireland BT71 4DU Tel 01868 748632
Fax 01868 448281. Kronos 1s the UK distributor of some of the
finest Hi Fi products in Europe These include Audiomeca digital
products and turntables, Lieder silver speaker and interconnect
cables, Pro-Ject wrn-tables and amplfiers. Triangle speslers and
electronics, and YBA amplifiers We also handle Frameworks
equipment tables, Arion valve amphfiers and mans filters and
Essex Audto digial products from the UK Please telephone o
wrie for product detals and dea'er fsts

LANGREX SUPPLIES LTD, |, Mayo Road. Croydon,
Surrwy CRO 2QP Tel 0181 684 166 Fax 0181 684 3056 We
are one of the largest stockists and distributors of electronic
valves, tubes and semiconductors in the UK Over 6,000 types
 stock We speculise m obsolete types including onginal UK
and USA made audio valves. Telephone or fax for an immediate
quotauan

LINN PRODUCTS LTD, Floors Road. Waterfoot,
Glasgow, G76 OEP, Scotiand Customer Helpline 0500 888909
UNN Hi-Fi Githfully captures the source signal, nurtuning and
protectng it through every stage of the playback chain. All you
have to do s hsten to deade for yourself how good a sound
you want. Call the UNN Customer Helphine free for further
informatton on LINN HI-Fl and LINN RECORDS, or to find
your uzarest retailer

LORICRAFT AUDIO, 4 Big Lane. Goose Green, Lambourn,
Berks RGI6 75Q Tel 01488 72267

Speciahist restorauon of 301's and 401's using genuine spares
and re-manufactured parts to onginal pristne standards in our
newly bult work shops designed prmanly for these purposes
MAY AUDIO MARKETING UK LTD Areside Mills.
Cononley, Keighley, West Yorkshire, BD20 LW Tel: 01535
632700. Fax 01535 632887 Distributors of High Quality audio
products from LFD amplifiers, Totem Loudspeakers. Reference
Recordings. Jeckbn Fioat Headphones, Sequence loudspeakers.
Sonneteer amplifiers and quality recordings from Proprius.
Prophone. Opus. MAP and Swedish Society IF ITS MUSIC YOU
LOVE, TELEPHONE OR WRITE FOR LITERATURE
MEICHELL 2 Theobold Street, BorchamWood. Herts, WD6
45E For full nformation on our full range of excellent products
including the Gyrodec. Alecto, Iso, Argo and others please
telephane us on 0181 953 0771 Michell - Symbol of Precision
MORGAN AUDIO SYSTEMS LTD. A range of
equipment hand built in the UK, consisung of a CD player /
D A converter / integrateds & pre/power amplifiers The
integrated amplifiers are designated 125/250/600 Priced at
£2491£399/£999 Pre-power versions of the 250/600 are priced
at £799/£899 The CD player @ £579 & DAC @ £399 offer
astounding performance and complete the 250 range For
further info. please call - 0151 236 7667

MUSITUBE Prima Links, Yew Tree. Stone House Lane,
Peckforton, Tarporley, CW 9T|. Tel: 01829 260503 The
manufacturer of PINK LINK interconnects would like to thank
Hi-Fy World for their excellent review in thew February edition.
All nterconnects are made from hugh conducumty siver plated
copper PTFE insulated, and are uniquely condiuoned For mail
order details of full range please contact us on Tel: 01829
260503

NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE STUDIO, Tel: 01773
762947 Design and manufacture of quality analogue audio
We're in the business because we reahse how important music
15 Our turntable arms and cartridges sell the world over a
commuument to providing all our customer's with the best of
analogue we love music

OPUS 3/ PENTACONE, 4 Cross Bank Road. Batley,
W Yorks WF17 BP] Tel/Fax: 01924 445039 Naturally
recorded music on CO & LP Three dimensional. Dynamic &
Live Plus dynamic equipment to play t on, including a concrete
turntable and speakers, linear tracking arm, unique cabling
system and valve amplificanon

WE WERE AT THE RECORDING SESSION "

OPTIMUM INTERNATIONAL 2000 A beaunful
and stunming range of support systems for both hefi and audio
visual equipment Manufactured in the UK for the new
millenium Comprising stylish toughened safety glass and
stainless steel support rods, these products prowide both visual
and sound performance. The new Premver range is totally
modular and therefore totally flexble, suting the needs of akt
customers. All models are fully spked and flat packed for ease
of transportavon Please cal for further details Tel/Fax +44 (0}
1274 583249

PLATFORM 7. High density marble ISOLATION
PLATFORMS for a} makes of equipment RACKS/STANDS An
elegant way to UPGRADE Improves clarity. better BASS
control 3 Abbotts Drive. North Wembley, Middlesex HAO
3SB Tel 0181 904 2646 Also NEALGAR DISTIBUTION
Tel/Fax 01296 24756

PREMIER MARBLE LIMITED Uncover the true sound
quality and potential of your system Use the natural benefits of
grante and marble These natural materials offer better base
definition, clartty, and natural sound staging capabilities. CO/Turn-
able platforms. custom made stands, shelves or anything you
desire cut and polished to any shape or se requred.Tel 01603
21 995

QUANTUM AUDIO LTD. PO Box 26, | Obphant Drive,
Kilmarnock KA3 7)A Tel- 01563 71122 Fax 01563 71133
Quantum’s craftsmen produce the £899 99 MINSTREL 30 Wart,
Ultra Linear, zero feedback correcton, integrated. line level,
valve amplifier. Don't buy any old fashioned valve amplifier
before hearing the unique Improvements modern technology
prowides to valve sounds An audiion will immediately convince
the listener of the Minstrel's superiority

SELECT SYSTEMS (PERFECT PITCH MUSIC),
Hanworth Trading Estate, Hampton Road West, Feltham,
Middiesex. TW13 6DH Tel 0181 893 8662 Fax' 0181 893
4318 We ¢ the F <o

system. The Dacula DAC and Perfect Digital and Analogue
nterconnects Perfect Pitch also provide freelance design.
manufacture, prototyping and test, also valve and solidstate

specials Trade enquinies wekcame

) E SUGDEN & €O LTD.. Valley Works, Stavon Lane.
Heckmondwike, West Yorkshire, WF16 ONF. Tel 01924
404088 Manufacturers of hand crafted audio products “A world
of Music™ Call or wnite i for information on our SDA-| Digiaal
to Analogue Converter, SDT-| CD Player, A2la Class “A”
Amplfier, A2SB Integrated Amgphifier, A48 Integrated Amphfer,
AuSlc Pre Amplifier, AuS|p Power Amplificr and more

REL ACOUSTICS, North Road, Bridgend Ind Est. Bridgend.
Mid Glamorgan, CF31 3TP UK Tel 01656 768 777,
international +44 656 768 777 Fax. 01656 766 093
internatonal +44 656 766 093 The UK s only speciaist sub-bass
speaker manufacturer. “The only one that works”. Get your
dealer to give you a home demo and find out what the fuss s all
about.

REL. HARMAN AUDIO Unit 2, Borehamwood Ind Park,
Rowley Lane, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 SPZ Tel 0181 207
050, Fax 0181 207 4572 Sub Base Systems - Rel Strata.
Stadum Ssaaror Studo.

RDE TANDBERG Hi-fi services. Holly Tree House, The
Green, Full Sutton, YORK YO4 [HW Tet 01759 372795 The

service, overhaul and recondiioning of all Tandberg hi-fi -

products regardless of age

RICHARD ALLAN AUDIO, Bradford Road. Gomersal,
Cleckheaton. W Yorks BDI9 4AZ Tel 01274 872442 Fax
01274 869935. Manufacture-s of very high quaiity loudspeaker
enclosures and drive units Bxamp'ss bemng the £270 RAS seres
2 as supplied to the BBC and the § reviewed Minette 2 2t £120
RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS

Ringmat Developments, PO Box 200, Brentwood.
Essex CM1S 9FB Tel: 01277 200 210 Fax: 01277 201
225. Ringmat 1s the first support for a record on a
turntable platter to be properly designed and is now
the leading turntable mat for the discerning Iistener. it
can be used on almost all turntables It even sounds
great with 78's! RINGMAT 330 was born in 1992 and
it's Mkll successor in 1994 They have both been
acclaimed around the world by ~ecord lovers and hi-fi
and record reviewers for their outstanding
performance and cost-effecuveness. The NEW XLR
VERSION of the 330 Mkll, at £47.50. improves
performance stll further

SEQUENCE DESIGN LTD 83 Main Street, Burley-in-
Wharfedale, Yorkshire. LS29 7BU Tel 0171 495 0775 Fax 0171
495 0281 Shm loudspeakers which stand close to a wall or hang
like pictures. “Likely to ciuse a gt in the audiophile's eye”
(Audicphile), "the answer to a prayer a bargain in the
extreme” (HiFi News). Available with Iight or dark gniles and
various solid wood finishes From £19995 a pair Call or write in
for aniaformation lut and reviews re-prints.

SHEARNE AUDIO P O BOX 22, Stevenage. Hertfordshire
$G2 8HF, England Tel 01438 740953 Following the hghly
acclaimed Phase 2 integrated. by adding the Phase 3 power
amplifier and bi-amping, Shearne Audio are continuing the design
philosophy of an upgradable system through the range
Intraducing the Phase 6, a superbly musical, specialised pre-
amplifier alfowing owners of the Phase 2 or 3 or both to upgrade
their systems to highly specialised levels. also the introducuon of
the Phase S, 100 watt Monoblock These along with the phase 6
pre-amplfier can be used via Phono inputs or balanced mode
gving even greater versatiity

SPECTRA DYNAMICS Tet {01745) 571600 Fax (01745)
S70194 Spectra Dynamics make a range of products to surt the
connoisseur and DIY enthusiast Products include Reflex
Acoustic Panels, the simolest and most cost effective way to
upgrade your existing system. Isolition Feet, Damping Sheet,
Sealing Strip, Gaskets etc For a FREE information pack and
detalls of other products please te ephone or fax

TARGET AUDID PRDDUCTS PLC, Briannia House,
Leagrave Road, Luton, LU3 IR] Tee Audio equ pment. rack and
speaker stand specalist. For information on our products please
telephorie or write

TECH-LINK distributes some of the best performing hi-fi and
alv accessories currently avaliable i the UK These include
Puresonic. best known for its range of high performance
interconnects and connectors. and cable adapters for a wide
variety of he-fi and alv applications n its range, Tech-Link's own
brand Switch Boxes a-e the perfect solution to multiple
applications - for examp'e, 1ts highly acclamed TAS-) 15 2 very
practical and inexpensive way of swrtching your speakers
between hi-fi and home cinema systems, and Shark - a range of
very exclusive high quality cables, interconnects and connectors.

For more information . contact Tech-Link at Units 12, 76
Farnley Road, London, SE2S 6NX  Tel0181 771 8388. Fax 0181
771 1840

TRICHORD RESEARCH LIMITED Followng on from the
highly acclaimed CD clack oscillator modifications the Pulsar
Senies One digial to analogue converter This unque design 18
part mulubit and part bitstream to give absolute lincartty over an
extremely wide dynamic range Switchable between 18 or 20 bit
resolution this converter will become the standard for CO
replay For detalls telephone 01684 573524

WILMSLOW AUDIO, 50 Man Street. Broughton Astley,
Leicester LE9 6RO. Te. (01455) 286603 Fax (01455} 286605
“Extenswe range of Drve Units and over 30 different designs of
seff-assembly kit Drive units include those from KEF, Dynaudio,
Audax, Seas. Peerless, Scanspeak and Morel Everything required
for the loudspeaker Bulder, and hichites to fisten to the kits in
butt up form™

SERVICES &8 CONSULTANTS

R. ). FLETCHER AUDIO VISUAL Te! 01209 612260
Fax: 01209 710777. AKX G, Audio Innovations. Audio Analysis,
Atacama, Audio Mech, Aud.onate, Audioquest. Audio Technea,
Beyer, Cable Talk. Denon. Foundation, Goldring, Harman
Kardon, Impulse. JBL. PW, Klipsh, Micromega, Monitor Audio,
Musical Fidelty, NAD, Nakamichi, Onkyo, Ortofon, Precption,
Project. QED, $.0. Acoustics, SME. Sonic Link. Soundstyle,
Sugden, Target. TOL. Teae, Trangle Trichord, Vivanco

meet your maker



K5881 Mkll VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT N
A 20watt Class A power amplitier that uses reliable -

Russian 5881 output valves, a military version of the ki - A

American 6L6, designed for low distortion audio work.
Now with a super shunt regulated push-pull (SRPP)

input stage K5881 offers amazing sound quality. It can be
used with a simple passive pre-amp or one

of our own pre-amplifiers, and it matches MKIl with SRFF
modern loudspeakers well. input stage!

K588 1PSE VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT

An audiophile parallel single ended valve
amplifier at an affordable price. K5881PSE uses
the reliable Russian 5881 output valve. lts

17watts is enough to drive most loudspeakers,
making high-end sound quality and design
available to everyone. Can be easily
monoblocked to give 32watts.

300B VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT
This 1s a specialised 28watt amplifier based on the
highly linear 300B triode valve. Our 300B runs in
Class A, giving one of the most sweet, open and
neutral sounds possible today. Matched with good
loudspeakers, it is unsurpassed. All parts are
included in the kit, except valves since different
300B makes are available.

DEMONSTRATIONS OVERSEAS DISTRIBUTORS New Best Co. Ltd.
Selected Hi-Fi World Products are on Selected World Audio Design No. 199, Sec. 3,
demonstration at: Products are on demonstration at:  Cheng-Teh Road,

Taipei, Taiwan. R. O. C.
Tel: (886) 2 599 2598

HORSHAM HI-Fi 2nd AUDIO Octave Electronics

28 Queensway, 17 Maritime Court No. 81, Jolqn 1/12, SB Infernational inc.
Horsham, Harboro Road 46000 Petaling Jaya, Zenkyoren Ble)

i lesex Sale, Manchester Selangor Darul Ehsan, 2-7-9 Hirakawacya, Chiyadaku,
2o Husliag Speak to Andy onn West Malaysia. Tokyo 102, Japan.

Tel: 01403 251587 Tel: 0161 969 0460 [1LITelk (603) 793 7939 Tel: (81) 3 3264 5321



UPGRADE KITS
K5881 MK

£35

phono inputs.

BEEN SO GOOD:
KLPP1 VALVE PHONO PREAMPLIFIER
KLPPT has tive line inputs a tape input with monitor, and a

unique low noise valve MM/MC phono stage. There is a
switchable subsonic filter to prevent output transformers of
valve amplifiers saturating. The line stage has gain, so it will
drive any power amplifier. Audio grade components are used
and many parts are custom made for highest quality. KLPP1
has a super clear sound, sweet and detailed through line and

KLP1 VALVE LINE PREAMP
e KLP1 line level preamp uses one an elegant cathode

Upgrade your pre November ‘96 K5881
amplifier to MkIl status for just £35.
Includes new 7025 double triode input
stage in place of the original EF86

follower line drive circuit to give a sound of remarkable
clarity and detail. The components are all high quality
and include Alps volume control, Sovtek valves, silver

pentode.

KLS3 Gold £450
UpFrade your KLS3s to Gold status.
udes latest oval gold dome piezo

Inc
tweeter and all components.

KIS3 THREE WAY CARSCN-FIBRE DRIVER
LOLDSPEAKER

KIS3 uses extremely light ard stiff carbon-fibre
cone drive units for o fas®, accurate sounc. &
dedicated dinch carkon-fibre midrange drive
unit provides the clean, smeoth and detoiled
midrange characterised by superb projeciion
Its high S0dB sensitivity awd near fat 8ohm
impedance make t onz of the easiest
loudspeckers to drive. An ideal loudspeake-
for high-2nd valve amplifiers.

Drive Unit & Crossaver kit ok £330

Crien Unit Pack £230

\

KLS4 TWO WAY CARGBDN FBRE DRIVER
LOUDSPEANER

A two way standmounte ssing stagger-tened
refex londing for goed kass, plus light ord
fast carkon-fibre drivers.

Drive Unit & Crossover kit ok £23¢
Drive Unit Pock €120

plated wire efc. With a gain off x1, it matches our
sensitive power amplifiers. Beautifully built, with solid
machined alloy fascia and gold anodised knobs, it

looks compact and elegant in the home.

Y53 Goldd ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY THREE  KIS7 TWO WAY CARBOM-FIBRE DRIVER

WAY LOUDSPEAKER

KiS3 Gold uses the latest version of

Audox’s innovative
oval gold dome
piezo  electric
tweefer, giving it
the sweetest and
most  extended
treble

Married to a 4in.
carbon fibre cone
ridrange driver for
neutral and  clear
reproduction, and a
powerful  8in. bass
driver for superb depth,
th's is our top-of-the-line
reference ‘speaker.

Drive Unit & Crossover kit ok
O v Linit e World Radio History

FLOORSTANDER
Compact and affordable two way reflex
loudspecker. KLS7‘s slim dimensions
make it easy fo accommodate, but it uses
top quality carbon-fibre drivers, so
performance isn't compromised. An
audiophile bargain.
Drve Unit & Cromovur kitelk €195
Drive Unit Pock £110

With a sensitivity of 94dB, KLS8

needs very litfle power to drive. its

10in. professional bass driver ond

horn loaded tweeter give it a

powerful sound too. Ideal for low

power amplifiers or for high level

listening without fatigue!

Urive Unit & Crassover kit et L2260
Brive Unit Pack £175
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Carl Orff -

Carmina

Burana:

Recorded ot the Ufa studio
in Berlin, this 1967
recording was authorised
by Orff himself. Under
legendary conductor Eugen
Jochum, this stunning

AUDIOPHILE REISSUES FROM GERMANY'S |
MOST PRESTIGIOUS CLASSICAL LABEL ')

£19.95+ P& P

Rodrigo - Concert for
L Harp & Orchestra
Boieldieu - Concert
. Serenade:
- Though largely neglected
by composers as a concert
« instrument, this 1959
recording of two works for
harp played by the
accomplished soloist

Coranmephon

These superb reissues are pressed on 180g virgin vinyl and are cut from the analogue session tapes by Willem Makkee at the DGG
head office in Hannover using a Neumann VMS 80 cutting lathe.

Mozart - Mass in C
Minor K427:

Seldom has an unfinished
work enjoyed such
popularity or such
importance in musical
history. Performed by the
Radio Symphony Orchestra
of Berlin conducted by
Fererc Fricsay, on this

recording transports the
listener into Orff’s homage to the middle ages. A must for
classical buffs and audiophiles alike.
(SLPM 139 362)

Nicanor Zabaleta begs the question why? Shimmering solo
passages, subtle melodies and breakneck virtuosity
combine to make this a recording to savour.

(SLPM 138 118)

1967 recording the Mass is not merely performed but
celebrated. A performance that gets top marks for musical
and recording quality and repertoire value,

(SLPM 138 124)

Beethoven - Violin
Concerto in

D major op. 61:
Beethoven's only violin concerto
demonds the highest level of
lyrical and expressive character
from the soloist and Wolfgang
Schneiderhan allows the spirit
of the score to breathe through
this much admired piece. The
unequalled sonority of the Berhn Phitharmonic conducted by
Eugen fochum, Schneiderhan'’s virtuosity and the sound
engineer's remarkable work make this one of the best DGG
recordings of the era. (SLPM 138 999)

——— e

- ‘ Anton Dvorak -
Concerto for Cello &
! Orchestra in B minor
op. 104:
The artistic union of the
Berlin Philharmonic, George
Szell and saloist Pierre
Fournier made this 1961
recording one of the most
successful classical
productians of the sixties. A recording which set the
standard for artistic quality and sound technology
perfection. >
(SLPM 138 755) v

"Alw amnlublc from fhe followmq stockists:

Available by Mail Order from:

Vivante London,

74 Heathfield North,
Twickenham,

TW2 7QW.

Tel: 0181 891 4195
Fax: 0181 891 3433

Beckenham Record Centre  Diverse Vinyl Grahams Hi-Fi Midland Audio Exchange The Den The Record Shop
84 Beckenham Road 12 Upper Dock Street ~ Canonbury Yard 181 Franche Road 38 Cavendish Street 42 Fite Road
Beckenham - - Newport 190a New North Road Kidderminster Keighley Kingston

Kent BR3 41.S ~ GwentNPY IDF London N1 7BS Wores DY1 3AD West Yorks BD21 3RG Surrey KT1 1SU

Tel: 0181 658 3464 Tel: 1633 259 661 Tel: 0171 226 5500 Tel: 01562 822236 Tel: 01535 606 036 Tel: 0181 546 3880

Mana
Equipment
Tables

campaign audio design

Getting a better. more involving sound often
means spending a lot of hard earned money.

2| ~ Superb upgrade for
any hi-fi system,; like
changing every
component and buying
a new music collection
into the bargain.

w Dust-trap par
excellance; more
addictive than crack
cocaine.

1U's such o wasie. because every system can
henetit trom our cables and accessories. at a
fraction of the cost of some new “black box™
Here are some of (he ways we can help.
We have Lincar Crystal Oxygen
Free Copper interconnects (£:2.48) up to

High Purity Silver cables (£89.00) and high
definition loudspeaker cables in Silver Plated
Copper or Pure Silver. Qur mains cables add

“Now, | can only say
that until | had the Mana
equipment table fitted,
my hi-fi system was at

bost half-cocked.”
Alan Sircom
Mi-Fi Choice March 1995

weight. power and scale. and with non-inductive RF filtering (£10.00) and over-
voltage protection (£3.00) enhance performance still further. Gold plated AV cables.
hoth RF (£17.95) and OFC Scan (£19.21). help bring picture quality in line with |

NICAM sound resolution.

Valves. capacitors and transistors are all microphonic. They cannot perform |
optimally if vibrated. Our set of three brass isolation cones (£5.00) are worth their |
weight in gold - revealing low level resolution and dynamics hitherto hidden beneath |
electronic noise. We also hive a cure for your noisy fridge or central heating motor !
(£3.50). enabling you to throw away your big mains noise suppressor. which has l

|

to: Paul Hartley Studi

°
£
a

heen giving vou that “sat upon sound” for years. There’s lots we can do 10 bring you
closer to the emotion and energy of the performance. So confident are we. that we

- “Mana Tables are not cheap. But they are essential if
offer a 14 day money back guarantee.

you want to unlock your system’s true potential.” BEST BUY

Ring or write for details: \‘ Malcolm Steward, Hi-Fi Choice February 1996

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN
Llandudno Road (HW)
Cardiff CF3 8PG
Tel:- 01222 779401

For information on MANA products please contact:

Hlana Acoustics

mmmmm 59 Jubilee Close, Pinner, Middiesex HA5 3TB

mammm  Telfax: 0181 429 0118 Tel: 0181 868 2788

!
|
|
[
|
S |

Trade and International Enquiries Welcome,

HI-FI WORLD

APRIL 1997



WARNING
THESE ARE EXPERT KITS, NOT FOR THE INEXPERIENCED. YOU MUST BE ABLE TO SOLDER AND READ A CIRCUIT DIAGRAM. THE VALVE KITS

CONTAIN LETHAL VOLTAGES. WE CANNOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS ARISING FROM THE CONSTRUCTION OF THESE KITS.

i ORDER FORM

: Please send your completed order form to: WORLD AUDIO PUBLISHING, 64 Castellain Road, Maida Vale, London W9 1EX

! Tel: 0171 289 3533 Fax: 0171 289 5620

{ 240/120 option - delete the voltage NOT required. Valves included except where otherwise stated.

H IF YOU WOULD LIKE A DATA SHEET ON ANY OF THE KITS, PLEASE WRITE A ‘D’ IN THE QTY BOX

: WARNING - World Audio Publishing Ltd accept no responsibility for kits, parts or modifications made or supplied by third parties.
|

|

| DESCRIPTION ORDER No. QTY UK OVERSEAS
i (inc VAT & carriage)

| AMPLIFIER KITS

| NEW K5881 MkIl 20W push-pull valve amplifier ......K5881-K240/120 ..ol oo £395 . .. ueu s £350
| NEWK5881 MKII BUIlt ........cooovereererereereieceicicieenans K5881-B240/120...... svsscasiassisssmisse b dsvisessssssstasssssasissss £595 wecam sz £550
| K5881PSE 17W single-ended amplifier.................... K5881PSE-K240/120......cccoeceeeeiiiicl s £650 .vrexervsonmle £555
1 K5881PSE BUilt......cccovevieieriieeereieeetee sttt K5881PSE-B240/120......ccovceeeneeecneeel Jeierirreeeeecerenneeenas £850 ..visn s - £725
{ 300B 28W valve power amplifier (Not inc. Valves)...300B-K240/120 ...l T £850 . e £725
BBOOBBUIY. . 300B-B240/120........ sl dssessiserammimivssisaisns L1150, 56 556 s £950
1 KLP1 line level pre-amplifier ..., KEPARIC2A 0/ 20 o1 e imvronenovssvapsrsssamesns Sl ooy e senezzmsares £345 ..... ... £295
(R I =TV P KLP1-B240/120 . iisiiisinvimsevivmissmil el sons reia e s sinsosiss £545 s s £465
l KLPP1 valve phono pre-amplifier ..........ccccccciiiiicins KLPP1-K240/1 20 wnsscasmsiinmavni—lsssssismmsiaiae £495 s vwas £425
:KLPP1 BUIl....eeervreeeeeeenerrenneenen isssssssasiassisaszsssnmmssn KLPP1-B240/1 20 00 sssssanssispusssasssssmislmmtwvsssessssnssssassons £695 1o veca s £595
]

]

:LOUDSPEAKER KITS
! KLS3 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker

| Drive Units + Crossover Kit €1C ........coceeeveevveenineeeeeend KLSB-C il i £350 5w wesars £300
1 DIIVE UNIS....eeveeceeeeeececieeeeeeeesreeneeneeeneseneseenen S 3D et e £230 ........ £200
| NEW KLS3 Gold 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker with piezo tweeter

! Drive Units + Crossover kit etC ........cccccceevviiiniiinnnne KLSB-C ...ooereererereerereeresansasserasseseene Sl Feastisssassiidasatiiesast £765 i ovme wisins £655
Y Drive RIS izinaeceeresssreonsesporsnseonssasivnsansessnanssrssaaanass KLS3-D ....cvrveriririeeriesnennsnesene il capisssosssausassonssass £630 i s swes £540
! KLS4 2-way carbon fibre driver standmounting loudspeaker

i Drive Units + Crossover Kit €€ ... KLS4-C ..o ceeiecieesieeee o evvciececccccesnne s £230 ........ £200
| Drive UNIS. ettt et KLSA-D ..ot eeeseeeeieeene et £120 ~oacave e £105
J KLS6 3-way HDA driver floorstanding loudspeaker

1 Drive Units + Crossover kit etC .........ccccevvvivinineiennns KLSB-C ..ot ctesieenienene et £825 ........ £700
| DIV UNIES....ooorrvveee s sses e sss e ssss s KLSB-D weevveeeeveoseeereesenesssseseesssssneleviineeeeseesinsene £640 janaia v £545
i KLS7 2-way carbon fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker

! Drive Units + Crossover kit €€ ........cccoeevvvveereeennnn KLS7-C eeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseneeseer oo £195 .. ... ... £170
1 DAVE UNIS ..ottt KLS7-D ..ot SRUTSURRURRRRRRRRY 23 i [ ¢ IO £95
! KLS8 2-way high sensitivity standmounting loudspeaker

! Drive Units + Crossover kit etC ..........cccouvveiiininnnnnn. MESEHG croereanareaereseaeesereoerd E—lrorrorroooma i s £260 i o v £225
b DIAVE UNItS..oocrucrerearserorssmsensenersessiseiseisessissisensensensisense KLS8-D ..ooeeeeeeeeeeeeeereseesrensee D eveveeccneeeneeiineanns 3 Iy (S J—— £150
]

i AUDAX DRIVE UNITS (P&P Extra - please add £5.75 for individual units or tweeter pairs, otherwise add £10.)

1 High Definition Aerogel Drivers

T —_————— —— = 4 —— 4 - - —— o — T — i S " = = - - T - = = = = = = = = = = = = - = = = = - = = - - = -

' 3inch midrange, 93dB ...........cccoeciiiiiiniiiiiiiiec e, HM100Z0 ....cccoiiiiiiiiiiniiiics

! 4inch midrange, 92dB ..........cccccvviiiiniiiniii HM130Z0 ......cooviiiiiiiiiiiciiiieeeee

| 6.5inch bass/mid, 91dB........cccccceiiiiiiiiiiien, HMA70ZO0 .....ooviieiiiiieee e

1 8INCH DASS, 91UB ..o HM210ZO0 .....oooviiiiieien e e

1 10iNCh bass, 90AB .........ceverrreerrinierieeeseesrseeeseneien PR240Z0......ccoevevreeeererererierereneneeens

| Carbon Fibre Drivers

I 4inch midrange, 90dB .........cccccovevenenenrniienciinns HM130CO0...c..oioieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeiie L i £40 .. ... ... .. £35

} 6.5inch bass/mid, 90dB........c.covvininiininiii HMA170CO0....ccc e ciieeeeeeene e A5 srsiansva Wi £40
18inch bass, 900B .........coviniieciininieicecennicneenne HM210CO0.......cooviieeieieeeneereeenieenseee L Javivvieesee i £55 s we £50

| Paper Cone Drivers

i 10inch paper cone bass, 95dB .........cccocceiiiiiineeenn. PR240OMO.......ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicien L e £60 .......... £55

' 13inch paper cone bass, 97dB .........cccocceeiiiiiiieeenn. PR330OMO.....coooiiiieiiecirieeerienieeee o vvieriesiviieeeiee e £145 i vwm £125

! Fabric Dome Tweeters

| 25mm 92dB for 2 way SyStems.........cccevvvievieiineeennnne T O 5 o | RN | RORSSMVRRINNY . .14 £15 rorenemsvarens mess £13

! 1 25mm 92dB for 3 way SyStems...........cc.ccoevvereerenenne. O coooonannoonooennausncncocronnacoonnoood I |ocoaooocooooono PR £16 .......... £14

1 25mm horn loaded 97dB..........cccceeveeeveveererereeiereeneens PRI125T......vicciiicceeeceeccceeenscend T gesiien £24 e % . £21

1 34mm 93dB - powerful SOUNd.........ccccveerveerreerenenen. TWO34X0 ..o e £25 . mssasanam . £22

! Oval Gold Piezo electric dome tweeter, 89dB .......... HD-3P ...ieeeiiiiineereveveesee e eviiiveeeeeeeeeiaananeens £225 . ....... £195

!

: NAME: | enclose cheque/postal order for £ made payable to

! ADDRESS: World Audio Publishing Ltd. OVERSE[;‘:T:TgES AND

i | wish to pay by Access/Visa. Please debit my account no: Please allow for your own local
1 import taxes (customs duties)
: and for carriage charges, which
| COUNTRY: must be added to the net price.
I POST CODE: Expiry Date: Teﬁ‘é’}%'go‘z gix;:;;gxg'e'
|TEL g VISA International money order in
. CREDIT CARD ORDERS TEL: 0171 266 0461 (24 HRS) Signature - [T— Sterling, Visa, Access.
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LONDON W5 5AS
TEL. 081 - 567 8703

AMC, Acoustic Energy, Aura, Audiolab, Audio
Innovations, B&O, B&W, Cannon, Castle, Cyrus, Denon,
Dual, Evolution, JPW, KEF, Marantz, Micromega,
Mission, Monitor audio, Musicai Fideiity, NAD,
Nakamichi, Onix, Onkyo, Quad, REL, Rogers, Rotel,
Systemdek, Target, Teac, Thorens, Van den Hul.
10 - 6 pm Mon., Tues., Friday, & Sat.
Late night Thur., closed Wed.

Two demonstration rooms.
Free local delivery and installation.
Repairs and Services

“One of the 5
best hi-fi shops
in the&world”

Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road
London N1 7BS, T 071-226 5500
Ring for a chat, an appointment and a map!

=.0A

71 624
Mon¥n [O-T'S4t 10-6

SPALDINGS
—————— THESOUTH EASTSLEADING HI-Fl COMPANY |
3 DEM ROOMS A.V. |
HOME DEMS., 0% CREDIT
FREE INSTALLATION
LINN . NAIM . QUAD . AUDIO LAB |
DENON . MARANTZ . RUARK

SEVICE DEPT
325-354 Lower Addiscombe Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF|
Telephone: 0181 654 1231/2040 Facsimile: 01816553922
J|

The Hi-Fi Shop

GUILFORD'SSPECIALIST SINCE 1950
We are o
3 BRIDGE STRERT, GUILDEORD

ke treffic wert dnot oo \feed Musk
IHE3 SO4801 ® (43 304756
AMeess ® Viaa ® Swach

INSTANT 0%

FINANCE

] AVAILABLE
SERVING LONDON

FROM BATTERSEA

| ORANGES
& LEMONS

| [N

Juicy fruit from London’s newest, freshest hi-filhome cinema retailer
Telephone demonstrations or just pop in. All the usual, i.e. friendty
and efficient service, free home installation + credit cards.

THE INNOVATIVE AUDIONVISUAL HI-Fi RETAILER. ARCAM,
CABLETALK, CHORD CO, DENON, EPOS, MARANTZ, NAD,
NAIM, REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD., RUARK, SOUNDSTYLE,
STANDS UNIQUE, YAMAHA.

| NCW N CULK SLCOMI
ERUITEUL YEAT

I QI71- 924 2040
| /¢ 3 WHLEES C Al S\

’B\ Best place in town
for Hi-Fi and
UNILET Home Cinema

covnalvision

* Six superb demonstration rooms
* Interest Free Credit

* All Leading Brands

* OPEN SUNDAYS

UNILET SOUND & VISION
35 High Street, New Malden, Surrey KT3 4BN
Tel 0181 942 9567 Fax: 0181 336 0820

Front End Problem?

The Cartridge Man

It doesn’t have to cost an arm and a
leg to get the best - listen to my
koetsu - and Decca - eater.

Also agents for croft, sugden,
Thorens, Pentachord Speakers &
Nottingham Analogue.

plus cartridge re-tipping service

Look out for the Cartridge Man/Hi-Fi News test
record on sale at RAMADA via Moth Marketing,

0181 - 688 6565

Stockins of: ARCAM * CREEK » EPOS
HEYBROOK ¢ MICROMEGA * NAIM AUDIO
NEAT * REGA * ROKSAN ¢ ROTEL * ROYD
TEAC* YAMAHA

nfidelity

indecently good hi-fi

9 High Sureet, Ham, Wick, Kingston u,
Themes, Surrcy KT1 4DA. Tel: 081-943 3330

QOpen Tues - Sat 10.30sm - 7.00pm.

20 Treville Gate, W.Sussex BNI1 TUA

(0903) 212133

The friendly shop with the best sound system in the South,
Talk Electronics - Friendly Advice - 3 Year Guarantees

Easy Parking - Open Mon-Sat. 10am-épm.
Late Night Wed 7.30pm.

g! lude: Arcam, Exp e, Kinshaw, Naim, Audio,

Marantz, Ruark, Audio Technica, Target, Tripod, JPW,
TDL, Orelle, and many more...........

A :

QUAD 33 CONVERSION
A re-designed rear panel incorporating gold
; phono sockets and up-dated selector boards }
installed into your Quad 33. Free Ixos leads
| supplied with conversion. Other Quad
modifications available. Also repairs to:
\ QUAD, LEAK, LOWTHER, BOSE, etc ’

’ ACADEMY SOUND (CORNWALL),
BANK HOUSE, ST AGNES, CORNWALL, TRS OQW.
TEL (OFFICE) 01872 553317 (WORKSHOP) 01209711612 |

PRO

ROKSAN LI NAIM 0 REGA 2 MICROMEGA ) ARCAM ) CREEX
2 ROTEL L MARANTZ ) DENON L RUARK U EPOS U
SYSTEMDEK ) AUDIOLAB 1) NEAT J SHAHINIAN O SOUND
ORGANISATION I SOUND FACTORY ) CHORD COMPANY
AUDIO TECHNICA J MANA ACOUSTICS O

Recorda asio available
PRO MUSICA

6 Vinayard St., Colchester, Essex
* 01206 577519

signals

hi-fi for grown-ups

ipswich 01473 622866

BIL audio

of Northumbertard

GET MORE FROM YOUR MUSIC!

° trichord

# Friendly advice sugden
# Home Demo marantz rogers
% Mail Order dpa creek
# Easy Payment...........cccoeueeue and more
Tel: (01670) 788 671
9am - 9pm
[ AudioClassics

Valve & vintage specialists
| All quality Hi-fi bought & sold,
Repair & restoration of valve equipment,
Established LEAK Tr experts,
Perfect phase rebuilds on 1.eak Stereo 20 & TL12+
Telephone: 01942 257525 Fax: 01942 525861
Mohile: 0585 476574
: E.Mail: mell@tone.u-net.com |
Mellotone Acoustics P.0.Box 67, Wigan, Lancs, WN2 3AG
[ “Callers strictly by appuilﬁmen}“ Mail order no ;{m!)LnL 1

audio eXxcellence 3404

THE ULTTMATE D
SOUND ADVICE

WHERE THE MUSIC
<& 86-90 Boughton, <&

ChesterCH3 5AQ ‘\@e"
(01244) 345576  ©
TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 -
5.30CLOSED MONDAY

HI-FI WORLD



The finest range of Hi-Fi in the
north. Stockists of Audionote,
‘Sugden, Impulse. Pro-Ac,
Harbeth, Holfi, Stemfoort, Target,
etc etc
Open 10-6pm Mon-Fri

10-5pm Sat
10-2pm Sun

Phone: 0161 796 6656
Fax: 0161 767 9080
273 Bury New'Rd
Whitefield

Gtr Manchester

THE hivFi rRooM

50 BRIDGE STREET, MANCHESTER M3 3BN. TELEPHONE: 0161-832 0888/0161-835 1366

Hn Onsis of Sound

EXCLUSIVE HI-FI AND AUDI VISUAL SYSTEMS

GLASGOW EDINBURGH NEWCASTLE

LEEDS
0141 248 2857 01312200909 0191 230 3600 0113 242 7777

« 3 Hi-Fi Studios B4aA4]

= A4

« Home Triak —E

«Home CinemaTheatre B
sAudio Visual Equipment

W sinhouse Service Department

*Mail emler available
slnterest Free Credit (On Selected ltems,

Audio Equipment from leading and specialist

. brands for you to listen to and choose from. . - .
i : Hi-Fi for those with
S Tel 01922 493499/473499 an eye for Quality

o]l AIM  KESWICK AUDIO RESEARCH ALSD-APOLLO AT AUOCIO ALCHEMY  AUDIO QHEST ~BAW BOSE BEYER CABLE TALK CHORD COMPANY CYRUS
é&sé‘vﬁm Aijveoggs Ervggul:z yzmer:nzws KENWOOD MAR: MICHELL  MORDAUN" SAORT  WERIDUN WICROMEGA MISSION WOTH  MUSKCAL FIDELTY NAKAMICH! ORTOFON FROJECT

APRO%6-written details on request)

pen 6 Days. 9am - 6pm
Late night Fridsy {

ANTZ
OMAD  AOKSAN ROGERS ROTEL SENNHEISER SONY SJMIMO SYSTEMDEK TARGET TOL TUBE TECHWOLOGY VAN OEN HUL _YAMAHA

M Hi- Fi EXCELLENCE Tt
# ’; [WS: lﬁSp‘;:nS'otr:;lt.’.go”v:;;.y.c(:::dlrl:‘l::::(DZIUSZSZOO.:_‘ { ,

MUCH MORE g, a iy, o, e
Ims'l' ARRIVALS TH:&IE‘I;IH'FH ;;'c:’r;nlc'hl-Nod -guaud‘{e n-g:‘qo':.- lohl-!u:oy'
= = - Tannoy - ons - Van - Yomaha
CHORD SPA3200 & SPMI200B PRE-POWER, MERIDIAN BADA DEALER MAILORDEA - EXPORT - HOME TRIALS

DSP6J00  SPEAKER  SYSTEM, 365AC-3  SURROUND
PROCESSOR, 557 POWER AMP, 518 DIGITAL PROCESSOR
AND 564 20-BIT DAC,

ALCHEMIST MAXIM, NEMESIS AND FORSETI AMPLIFIERS,
DYNAUDIC RANGE OF SPEAKERS, EPOS ES22, SPENDOR |
AND PRO-AC SPEAKERS, ROYD SQUIRE & DOUBLET
SPEAXERS. QUAD 77 RANGE.....

3 Floors. 3 Dem rooms. 3000 sq feet in the pursuit of Hi Fi Excellence

CREATIVE AUDIO

9 DOGPOLE, SHREWSBURY,
SHROPSHIRE
Tel: (01743) 241924
Closed Mondays

® Comfortable listening rooms

® Home demonstrations available
@® Part exchange welcome

® Free home installation

® Interest free credit

CLE audio exellence 304
K

WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS

Cardiff
134/6 Crwys Road
Cordiff CF2 4NR
(01222) 228565

OUR VERY SUCCESSFUL SALE NOW
MEANS WE HAVE A NEW LIST.
FLEASE SEND A N S.A.E. FOR AN
UPCATEOF THE NEW BARGAINS
AVAILABLE.

Authorised retailer for:

A&R ARCAM, AUDIOLAB,
CELESTION, CYRUS, DENON, DUAL,
MERIDIAN, MISSION, MONITOR AUDIO,
QUAD, REVOLVER, ROKSAN, ROTEL,
YAMAHA, EPOS, NAIM, KEF, NAD

Bristol
65 Park Street
Bristol BS1 5PB
(01179) 264975

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW OPENING TIMES

TUBSDAY TO SATURADY 10am TILL 5.30pm,
LATE NIGHT THURSDAY TILL 7pm.

Swansea

9 High Street
Swansea SA1 1LE
{01792) 474608

Gloucester
58 Bristol Road
Gloucester GL1 55D

Branches at:

®Birmingham : 363 Hagley Road,

THE LEAMINGTON HI-F1 COMPANY |
THE LLEADING HI-F1 SPECIALIST (0] 452) 300046

Edgb Tel: 0121 420 2811 ARCAM A.DIO AB QUAD MERIDIAN MARANTZ DENCN PIONEER
. YAMAHA NAID MICROMEGA MISSION KEFTF] ESTION ATACAMA
gbaston, lel: TECHNICS TRICHORD DI, REI TXOS § TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30
. . SINGLE «PEAKER DEM ROOM WT. DO NOT LSE ANY COMPARETC
lSollhull : 93-95 Hobs Moat ROBd, WE ALSO FAVE FULL ‘II-\AON:Ik.r\‘lI?)(Iz’]l)- I’I(A:J}-j‘l’(l::::?\' wr:'rk;‘

CLOSED MONDAY

ASERDISC AND FULL PRO1.OGIC SYSTEMS
PART EXCHANGE WELCDMF
PLEASE PHONE OR E MAII, FR PRICFS
WE HAVE IN STOCK OVER 200 LASFRDISCS

CALL FOR OUR 1 ATEST CATAI (UGF

Tel: 0121 742 0254

®Stourbridge : 156/157 Lower |
High Street, Tel 01384 444184 [
~Demonstrations By Appointment~ =

THE LEAMINGTON 111K
cgent Street, |camington Spa, War w2 5K
FneL Fa- 01926 §47485 Io-min) k brevsme ebizones org uk

HI-FI WORLD
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STEREO STEREO

260 ST VINCENT STREET
GLASGOW

Tel: 0141-248 4079

Closed Thursdays
STEREO STEREO 260 St Vincent Street, Glasgow, G2 6AL.
Tel: 0141 248 4079 E-mail Stereo@cix. Compulink.co.uk
We will help you choose a system to suit your needs
precisely. Whether it's a complete distributed audio and
video system or just a repair to your old speakers.

WE'RE NOT JUST STEREO STEREO
Open 10-8pm Closed Sunday, Tuesday.
Interest Free Credit Available

.' REL ¢ Audiolab Arcam ¢ B&w-B

2| A Passion for Excellence

GLONEY

. Audioquest * Pink Triangle * Rega *

for those who demand the best

55 Main 5t Blackrock
Tel:2889449+288477
Open: Tue-Sat 10AM-6PM. Thur/Fri 'till 9PM

M * EAR ¢ Classé * Meridian * TDL .

* Naim * Castle * Epos * Technics

VALVES & TUBES

(vc/ Chelmer Valve Comapny
Aud|0 Valves
Buy CVC PREMIUM Hi-Fi valves direct from us. All volves
processed for improved performonce. We olso hove Stock
of MAJOR BRAND types including :MULLARD, GEC,
BRIMAR, RCA, GE, etc

130, New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 ORG
Tel: 01245 265865 Fox: 01245 490064

SERVICES & CONSULTANTS

RESTORATION OF
CLASSIC EQUIPMENT

Electronics engineer (Degree/MAES) with
over 40 years experience and specialist
knowledge of Quad, Radford, Leak, Rogers
and Amstrong, etc. Extensive facilities enable
original standards with detailed reports of
work carried out. Apparatus is demonstrated
prior to clients departure. Available 7 days a
week. Valve testing a speciality.

Circuit Data of Classic Equipment on offer...
PLEASE ENQUIRE
Electronics Engineer and Consultant
Tel: 0181 504 5467 Woodford, Essex

SERVICES & CONSULTANTS

REPAIR & DIY

REVOXSERVICE

Fully Guaranteed Service and Repair

Insured Carriage arranged

Free Estimation

Also: - Tape Supplies
Second User Reconditioned Machines
Spare Parts onders welcome
Free Advice

Ram Tek
Tel: (0181) 207 6159
Fax: (0181)953 1118
Kinetic Centre, Theobald Street,
Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 4SE

LORICRAFT AUDIO

Required Garrard 301/401, Thorens TD124,
Goldring GL75 any condition or any parts
from new to completely used

Tel/Fax/Answer
01488 7226

hone S

@ Service & Repairs
(atv \ @ Volve & fransistor omplifiers
/ @ Vinloge valve Rodios
ATV SERVICES

LEATHERHEAD
01372 456921 ® Vobes Tesed

@ Hi-Fi VCR's

Russ

Andrews

b\ new Hi-Fi equ pﬁrr’r‘,.

Ihe Russ Andrews Solution
Don’t change it - upgrade it!

By improving the quolity of cruciol components ond
wiring in your equipment you can achieve results that will
ostound you...ond for o fraction of the cost of buying o
new

definitive selection of the

Our Catalogue conioins the
world's best components.
Our Upgrade Guides ond Kits provide step by step

instructions on how to corry out o vast range of upgrades
Our Unique ofter-sales technical support ensures you have
occess fo our experfise should you have ony queries.

To receive your copy of our 1996 cotalogue ond upgrade
info., just mail, phone or fax the following oddress
Russ Andrews Ltd.

Edge Bank House, Skelsmergh, Kendal, Westmorlond,
LA8 9AS, ENGLAND
Tel: 01539 823247 Fox: 01539 823317

STUDER REVOX

SALES, SERVICE, SPARES
SERVICE & REPAIR OF
A77, B77, A700, PR99 &

36 SERIES
HI-FI SPARES TO ORDER
SERVICED MACHINES IN
STOCK
APPROVED CONVERSIONS
E.M.A.S.
TEL: 01246-275479
| FAX: 01246 550421 |

For a great sounding Hi-Fi room

@oom #('ouslics dervices

provide a computerised postal
Hi-Fi room acoustics consultancy
Full details from
ROOM ACOUSTICS SERVICES

3, Queen Elizabeth Way, BARTON-upon-HUMBER,
South Humberside, DNIE 6AJ Tel: (01652) 635523

(Lockwood Audio)

THE
Auntherized M Specialist
SPARES AND REPAIRS

DEALERS IN VINTAGE AND USED
EQUIPMENT AND RECORDS

e —
Callers welcome by ity

appointment
Imperial Studios Maxwell Road
Borehamwood Herts. WD6 1WE
Phone: +44(0)181 - 207 4472

\ Fax: +44(0)181 - 207 5283 j
| TECHNICAL & GENERAL |

THE ORIGINAL TURNTABLE SPECIALIST

for the Great Classical Turntable, Arms, Cartridges, Styli

' CONNOISSEUR * GARRARD * GOLDRING
LENCO » ORTOFON * SHURE * S.M.E *
, THORENS « WATTS
All available Genuine spares and our own
. re-manufacture of obsolete parts
\

NO ILLUSORY ‘IMPROVEMENT’ NO
DUBIOUS OR HARMFUL ‘MODIFICATIONS'

Cartridges and styli, correct radius diamonds, for early
recordings - 78s & Lps
TECHNICAL & GENERAL
] P.0.Box 53 Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2BY

Tel: 01892 65 45 34
- — = J

GT AUDIO

GUARANTEED TOP QUALITY REPAIRS AND
SERVICING ON ALL TYPES OF VALVE AUDIO
EQUIPMENT. SYMPATHETIC UPGRADING
CARRIED OUT USING THE FINEST
COMPONENTS AVAILABLE.

Also agents For:-CROFT, G.A.T.E.. GRAAF, LEAK
TROUGHLINE TUNERS. MONRIO,
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE. POSSELT, UKD
OPERA, UNISON RESEARCH, YAMAMURA
CHURCHILL ACCESSORIES

TEL: 01895 833099

HI-FI WORLD
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Film soundtracks tend to appeal to a
specialist market, but this is one
soundtrack which should shift a few
units. There's more to it than lowest
common denominator, thougn. Brook
has a vast musical backgrounc to draw
on, having studied and worked with
LaMonte Young, one of the grandpas of
Avant Garde (he taught John Cale too),
Brian Eno, Daniel Lanois and even a
Hindustani classical vocalist. Thus he
became one of the pioneers of the
marriage between Ambient and Ethnic,
or World, sounds. But this is the
soundtrack for a thriller. so Ambient is
not particularly apt. Instaad, Albino
Alligator is a fascinating blend of styles

HI-FI WORLD

and textures; Blues, Soul and Jazz, for
example, as with the excellent ‘Arrival’.
Admittedly, there’s the odd part that
does sound like movie music gone
slightly gaga, but this is nonetheless a
fascinating listen.

THE VERY BEST OF ROY

~ ORBISON

P

K, /’l (R

Roy Orbison peppered the world with
brilliant songs. from the wild man’s
rockabilly of ‘Ocby Dooby’ to the
majestic ‘Drove All Night'. And there
were the ones in between we all know,
‘Claudette’, ‘Oh, Pretty Woman’, ‘Blue
Bayou’, ‘It's Over’, and bucke:s more.
And they are all here, ladies and gents.
Orbison had one of the great voices in

MUSIC
REVIEWS

ROCK & POP 81
Giovanni Dadomo

Jon Clarke

DANCE & AMBIENT ...............88
Viv Craske

JAZZ 87

Simon Hopkins
Simon Cooke

CLASSICAL 93
Peter Herring

Giovanni
Dadomo

Rock history, a voice that could carry
off a mournful ballad like nobody else.
Which doesn’t mean he forgot those
rockin’ roots, as he proved during his
Travelling Wilbury days. This really is an
essential item. And yes, there's an
excellent booklet to go with it, packed
with facts you can gen up on while
you're soaring with one of the

sovereigns.
EARTHLING

When you’ve been around as long as Mr
Bowie, you can afford to take the
occasional gamble. So it’s small surprise
that Earthling is hardly your orthodox
Pop pap. Bowie’s always been

a musical magpie, so it’s not altogether

APRIL 1997 ﬂ
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unexpected to find him rummaging
around the Drum 'n’ Bass bin for
inspiration.

This appears to have outraged the
club crowd to the extent that the flagship
single, ‘Little Wonder’ is apparently
dubbed '‘Drum Bollocks’ in the
playgrounds and playpens of our young
nation. True or not, this surely won't
bother the man who made a total ass of
himself co-opting Metal for his sad Tin
Machine project.

It's not as if he probably wants or
needs to reach the proverbial kids, is it?
A man who's just sold a reported 55
million worth of shares on Wall Street
(an infinitely more interesting number
than fifty, as in his birthday) can, after ali,
afford to take chances, even have the

odd flop.

The important question is, does it
work?! The answers are yes and no.
Songs like ‘Battle For Britain’ may well lie
on a bed of almost incessant drum loops
and snatches of whizzing guitar but there
are structure and melody on the top that
are classic Bowie. There are echoes here
of everything from ‘The Bewlay Brothers’
and ‘Space Oddity’ to ‘Ashes To Ashes’,
so what more you're wanting, eh? And
something like ‘Seven Years In Tibet' is
wry and sensual at the same time.

It opens like a modernised ‘Je T'aime’,
all sexy breathing over funky horns and
just as you're swaying along, the vocals
come in with “Are you feeling
OK?/You've been shot in the head/I'm
holding your brains. . .” See what | mean

about wry? Despite this rather tasteless
interjection, it’s still a terrific number and
the drums in the finale actually sound
real!

And ‘Dead Man Walking’ has a neat
tune and chanted bit (technical term
there, folks) which is catchy as you gets.
Needless to say, Earthling won’t be
everyone’s cup of tea; there are times
when the endless poundings that carry
the tunes are positively irritating, not to
say distracting. After all, what sounds
cool when you’re dancing your socks off
at some rave isn't exactly something you
want in your living room. This said,
Bowie does get it right more often than
not. It may not be quite a masterpiece
but it’s easily the best record the man’s
released in a good, long time ®

rock & pop record of the month

PLACEBO

Strictly speaking this
is a re-issue, as this
London-based trio’s
CD first emerged
last June. Still, they
remained a fairly
well kept secret
until David Bowie
had them on the bill
for his Madison
Square Garden
fiftieth birthday
bash. So now
they’re getting the
media coverage
they so obviously
deserved all along.
Because folks,
this is one stonker
of a record, no
mistake.
The music these
chaps make is brash,
trashy and moving
at the same time.
The opening ‘Come
Home’ starts with
thunderous drums
that are soon joined
by equally rackety drums until one of
the most original voices joins them.
But this isn’t a simple thrash by
any means - Brian Molko’s vocals soar
fearlessly in a near-falsetto just this
side of John Lydon, while the guitar
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sings and slithers to areas that recall
everyone from Television to the
Surfaris. The drums thunder on, but
then that’s what’s needed here.

That’s Stefan Olsdal on guitar by
the way, and on skins we have Robert
Schultzberg (now gone). It’s Molko
writes the crisp, frequently excelient
lyrics, t’'other one the marvy music.
And there’s plenty here, take the

sonorous ‘Bionic’, where Molko’s
trilling vocals remind me of a young
Arthur Lee at times and the tune’s a
beaut too.

‘36 Degrees’ is
a busy affair with a
deliberate nod to
the guitar hook
from ‘The Man
Who Sold The
World'. Still,
Bowie probably
didn’t mind.
Molko’s clever
lyrics come to the
fore on ‘Nancy
Boy’ where he
plays gender-
bending with the
gleeful sleaze only
someone who
does like wearing
ladies’ apparel
could muster. And
on ‘Hang On To
Your IQ’ he
charmingly
confesses his
“tool is
miniscule”, not
the sort of rhyme
you hear every
day, what?

1 could ramble on for a good page
or two about how great this disc is,
but | think you should find out for
yourself. A lot of people will. The
year’s first major crossover, no
contest #
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DR. DRE PRESENTS
THE AFTERMATH

PARENTAL

ADVISORY

RPLICIT CROTENN |

We always knew that Dre was the
brains behind Death Row records and
the success of his kennel mate Snoop
Doggy Dogg. That he has become
disaffected with the label - famous for its
aggressive brand of Gangsta Rap -
comes therefore as no surprise.

With Aftermath, a carefully selected
compilation album, the ex-NWA
gangbanger has moved into new
pastures.

Slapping the LP on the turntable
faster than a drive-by, it's quickly
obvious that Dre hasn't gone soft or
converted to Christianity or anything
like tnat. While Aftermath kicks off
sounding like the old Gangsta vibe -
more tales of guns and drugs, etc, etc -
it soon becomes apparent that Dre has
done his homework.

Yes, Gangsta Rap is old and, in a
word, boring. But Dre has looked
outside the usual confines of Rap music
and across the album’s |6 tracks we find
a distinct change in musical policy.

Dre is broadening his appeal and,
like Berry Gordy (founder of Motown
records) before him, is able to attract
and present a showcase of varied and
interesting talents. Thus on Aftermath
can be found a wealth of Soul and R 'n’
B as well as harder Rap tracks. The
softer, sassier numbers are, on the
whole, provided by the ladies but there
is an impressive contribution from
Maurice Wilcher, a man with a voice to
equal the great D'Angelo. There are
even the occasional flashes of humour.
Mel-Man’s 'Sh**tin' on the World' is a
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case in point.

Then there’s KRS-1, Nas and Dre
under the guise of Group Therapy
taking a highly cynical look at the East
Coast/West Coast rivalry. All very
sensible with the recent slaying of LA
rapper Tupac Shakur in mind.

Perhaps this whole change is
something to do with maturity or social
climbing. Indeed, Dre is now in the
fortunate position where he can afford
to look back on the life he used to lead.
And on his own track, ‘Been There
Done That', he pours contempt on the
street brethren from his new-found
position of influence and wealth. Oddly
placed bile given the healing intentions
of this record, bred by over-familiarity
with the subject matter no doubt.

The album is, however, not familiar.
It is a refreshing sign of things to come.

REEF
GLOW

We all thought they were Yanks. But
no, in the true tradition of early Rock
music, the mighty Reef hail from
Glastonbury. This, of course, might be a
disadvantage - discriminating listeners
world-wide will immediately expect
‘Smoke On The Water".

But all in all, Reef live up to
expectations. Debut album Replenish
gave us an early taster of their talent,
and Glow is the irrevocable stamp of
their arrival.

Glow can only be described as pure,
unadulterated, Bluesy Rock 'n’ Roll in
the early, raw tradition. This album
confirms that Rock music, if not exactly

returning to its infancy, is certainly
coming home.

The Glastonbury-based group show
that not everything Stateside is where
it's at. Blues-inspired outfits like the
Black Crows may contest the view and
certainly they, above all groups, have
long been the title-holders of this genre.
But Georgia’s finest, on this superb
showing, are going to have to pass on
the accolade.

Reef's second album brims with
positive attitude, letting rip first with
their single, the very Stones-influenced
‘Put Your Hands On’ (someone please
explain “Place your hands on my hole™?)
and then the Led Zeppy sounding ‘|
Would Have Left You’. ‘Don’t You Like
[t?" is a rambling Hendrix number that
would not be out of place on Electric
Ladyland, while *‘Come Back Brighter” is
a latter-day ‘Crosstown Traffic’.

No one said Glow was particularly
original, but then neither is it tedious.
There’s a very competent mix of funky
Rock numbers here, some psychedelic
‘back-tracking’ (in both senses of the
word) and even some mellower-type
ballads. Without so much as an apology,
Reef have an undeniably retro feel about
them. And it’s loud.

This is Cock Rock at its best, all
babes and big balls. Something that
comedian Dennis Leary would approve
of, no doubt. Glow is a strong, melodic
and complete album and a worthy
successor to their debut Replenish,
which was a tentative effort by
comparison. lts appeal will almost
certainly extend way beyond Reef's
current surf audience - there wont be a
Kampervan in sight @

APRIL 1997

E ool K& oo T e~ de N



GOA

e uNE iV

GOA TRANCE VOLUME
RUMOUR TRIPCD9

More Goa shenanigans from the
Rumour crew, purveyors of better Goa
Trance than most. Instead of standing
still like some in the biz, they've sought
out the best of the Goa stalwarts and
the best of the up-and-coming from
apparently up-for-it Israel, among other
dubious places.

Still, it doesn’t matter where the
music's come from but what it does to a
floor of hardened trancers. It isn’t just
enough to haul out the 303 and those
Trance chord progressions anymore.
We've all been there before and we
need fresh blood. Well, tunes anyway.

So, kicking off with Secret’s ‘Pagan
Dance’ is no bad start. A kinda anthemic
hand-raiser with enough balls to carry it
off. Not the easiest accomplishment in
the scene.

There are contributions from old
hands Cosmosis and The Shining Path,
but the award for trying something new
on this CD goes to Destiny Angel’s ‘You
Take Me Higher'. Released on
Automatic Records (a new offshoot of
respected full-on Trance label
Transient), it's made that great leap to
the boundaries of epic House. Yep,
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there are the intros, the slow builds, the
303 that gnaws away, slowly mutating,
the big breakdowns. And it’s
outrageously good. Good on yer, I'll
have more of that please, and more of
the other. Goa Trance - dirty words?
Maybe not for much longer.

DEATH I VEGH
DEAD ELVIS
DECONSTRUCTION ELVISO!

For a long time now we’ve been seeing
‘Dance’ acts making chilled, rollie-
smoking tunes. Then there are all those
phrases that get bandied about every
time someone strays below 140 bpm:
eclectic, film-soundtracky, kitsch,
experimental.

It's not that these people know
some special Coca Cola ingredient or
anything. It’s simple - not everyone
listens to Dance music all the time. joey
Beltram and Moby have their Rock
leaning, and I'm sure that Pink Floyd,
Bob Marley, Van Morrison and The

Dead Kennedys are at the top of a lot of

producers’ wish lists.
As far zs Richard Fearless’ (one half
of Death In Vegas) influences go, even

Viv
Craske

they begin with everyone from The
Tindersticks to This Mortal Coil to ska-
boys Rah Band. That and DJing at the
whatever-sounds-cool-goes Heavenly
Social, and collecting plastic toys and
cow-tipping.

So what do you get for all this
genre-blasting blasphemy? Well, that's
the hard bit. | know I'm supposed to be
a writer and describe this stuff, but this
one’s a toughy. There's the breakbeat,
the bouncy bass, samples and acid
squeals of Amyl House, the Lionrock-
esque guitar samples, easy listening,
distortion, song structures, no
structures at all. . . It's slow, it’s fast, it's
funky and it kicks arse.

Just sort out your dollars and get a
copy. They'll break big this year, up
there with Orbital and The Chemical
Brothers. Before everyone works
themselves into a frenzy though, just
chill and lie back. Plastic toys and cow-
tipping, however, are optional.

STRIKE

| | SAW THE FUTURE
PREVIEW TRACKS
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I SAW THE FUTURE
FRESH FRSHTé60

Cheese in Brevilles, but never on vinyl.
Maybe you're right, but | don’t think so.
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Just because an act like Strike has chart
appeal doesn't mean they're a load of
old cojones. It's '97, and House is no
longer an underground, word-of-mouth
affair. Living Joy’s ‘Dreamer’ hit the
charts in a big way a couple of years
back, but that in no way makes it any
less special. In my clubbing heyday, |
would practically wet my pants at that
song. The emotions, my mates, the epic
proportions of tune kicking around my
brain. The same goes for the likes of
Baby D, Hooj Choons, Grace,
Sunscreem and Strike’s ‘U Sure Do’.

it was simple - the best things often
are. But it hit your heart and head with
equal force unlike, say, minimal Techno
or happy Hardcore. Album-wise, the
formula is adhered to pretty closely, but
then it’s best ta stick to what you know
and do best. Let’s face it, you love the
emotion. That’s what Dance is supposed
to be about - filtering sounds, drawing
textures and dreams in your head and
grinning to your mates as the vocals
knock you sideways.

There’s ‘U Sure Do’ of course, and
the slightly disappointing single
‘Inspiration’. Unfortunately newwie
release ‘| Have Peace’ overdoes it on
the East | 7-modelled rap bit, but I'm
not perfect either.

Some tracks like ‘Come With Me’

UNITED DANCE - THE
DESIGNER COLLECTION
UNITED DANCE UMCDO00|

| think you have to go to a United
Dance event and see it in its full
context. It's all too easy to assume
that it'll be full of 16-year-old Garys
caned off their boxes, dressed in
fluorescent workmen'’s vests like a
time-warp back to an '89 rave. So
OK, there is a young crowd, some of
them do have whistles and vicks, but
so what - they're enjoying themselves
and the music the way it should be.

If you like to dress up in designer
labels and head off to yer local
uplifting House and Garage club for
some podium-posing, then you might
as well skip this review. Unless you're
willing to try something new,
something with more energy in one
groove than a whole box full of

follow the ‘U Sure Do’ blueprint a bit
too closely for comfort, but then along
comes ‘| Saw The Future’, a sort of
handbag-House-meets-the-evil-
breakbeat-kings-on-girlie-vocal-island
concoction. That was a
recommendation by the way. Add that
to the Massive Attack-cum-Sunscreem
‘Ambient Drop’, and four-to-the-
floorers like ‘Free At Last’, and you'll
see that peeing in Strike’s pot will take a
little longer than you thought.

One for House romantics
everywhere. Stand up and be counted.
But don’t worry, | won't tell anyone.
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MINISTRY OF SOUND
SESSION 7
MINISTRY OF SOUND - CD7

Surely this can’t be true. A top D)
without a huge ego! Even though David
Morales has produced top tunes under
the names Brooklyn Friends and The
Bad Yard Club (remember last
Summer’s ‘In Da Ghetto’), there isn't
one of his tunes in this whole mix set.

Still, | suppose he's had enough
praise thrown at him, having remixed
everyone from Mariah Carey and U2 to,
yes, the Spice Girls; being mates with
living legend Frankie Knuckles, and
playing the not-so-living legend The
Paradise Garage.

So, you get the American take on
deep, soulful House. Morales mixes up
the old style with the new - pure as the
driven snow. The DJing feel for the set’s
momentum is there, the near-perfect
mix, etc, etc, but you're hardly
advancing an art form here.

The tunes uplift, vocals shine, and
the funk is very funky indeed. There are
top tunes - ‘Funky Green Dogs’, ‘Fired
Up’, and Fonda Rae’s ‘Living In Ecstacy’.
Gives you memories of the US of A
scene you've never had. This is Morales’
party piece; | wouldn't try to follow it @

mediocre house.
You see, the only designer
signatures here are the tunes and the

UNTTED DANGE
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mixing. Simple. Well no, bloody hard
probably. Apparently the mix took two

days to construct. And it’s totally full-
on, switching between two bass-
sucking D) Zinc monsters through the

lush film-tune-on-45 indulgence of
Paul Z's ‘Yeah' to DJ Red’s dog-
barking sampled ‘Devastate’. No,
honestly. And it's all tied together in
scratch-technique heaven, with
sliders and spinbacks in full effect,
burning through tracks, bursting at
the seams.

OK, maybe you've checked out
Alex Reece, Johnny L, Goldie, Adam
F. But if you wanna dance like Satan
on a virgin’s corpse, and burn up
with old-skool-meets-kindergarten
breakbeat fever, then this is no bad
place to start. There's oh so much
more than a breakbeat - listen and
you'll understand. Just don’t stay
there too long, it might take over
your life, and you don’t want to

wake up one morning in a fluorescent
now, do you?
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Fl Magazine “The Alon V
Mkll proved to be an
unusually reallstic
transducer....These
speakers are all but
Imposslble to audition.”
Arthur S Pfeffer

Stereophile “...provides
the potential for sound
that Is very near the
state of art.” Russell
Novak

Stereophile
“...extraordinary
expressive... accurate &
preclse,” Wes Philips

Range from the Alon
Petite at £995
through to the
formidable Alon V
Mkl at £4995 &

the flagship Phalanx
at £19000

Sound Image UK Ltd
52 Milton Road London SW14 8JR

Tel 0181 255 6868 Fax 0181 255 6869
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THE listening rooms

SALE NOW ON. RRP SALE
AMPS
DPAS(O PRE & PWR AMPS 595.00
BEARD PS50 PWR AMP 395.00
MOD. SQUAD DE-LUXE 995.00 295.00
AURA ALU100 AMP 350.00 219.00
QUAD 66 PRE AMP 897.00 599.(X)
ANGSTROM HOME THEATRE 3495.00 2200.00
ARCAM ALPHA 5+ 239.90 169.00
AUDIOQ RESEARCH LS3 PRE 1997.00 1095.00
PINK TRIANGLE DA CAPO DAC 1536.00 898.00
MERIDIAN 606 & DAC 295.00
MICROMEGA STAGE ONE 549.99 379.00
MICROMEGA STAGE TWO 699.99 459.00
MICROMEGA STAGE THREE 899.99 584.00
MERIDIAN 203 DAC 195.00
MERIDIAN 207 295.00
ARCAM Al PHA ONE CD 299.90 219.90
KRILI. KPS301 5490.00 3995.00
TRICHORD PULSAR 1 DAC 1395.00 995.00
LOUDSPEAKERS
KEF 107 795.00
APOGEE CENTAUR 795.00
TANNOY DS00 1500.00 900.00
TANNOY D100 695.00 499.00
TANNOY 637 499.90 349.90
TANNOY 636 +419.90 295.00
TANNOY 632 189.90 132.00
TANNOY 752 499.90 399.00
TANNQY 753 699.90 489.90
REL STENTOR SUB-WOOFER 1495.00 995.00
LINN TUKANS (BLACK) 500.00 350.00
LINN KABERS 1000.0¢
TI'NERS
AURA TUSO 259.90 179.00
I NAKAMICHI ST3A 399.90 249.00
MERIDIAN 204 195.00

IMPORT / EXPORT
L Tel/Fax (00 44) (0)115 9813562

D=ExDem S/l{=Second Hand N=New

161 OLD BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON, SW5 OLJ
TEL: 0171-244 7750 /59 FAX: 0171 3700192
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ITEM LIST SALE . ITEM LIST SALE
HORNING Agathon Signature Bronze. SRpoltments o'nly. Innovations Series 800 Annwersary. 6 months old. £1475 £950
3 way horniOakiClear French Polish/96dB/Lawther Drivers £3900 £2250 n hhonelfor det.alls. Audio Innovations PI/LY. Phono & Line pre-amps £740 £4%90
HORNING Aristophane, 3 way horn. Naturol Mohogany £2800 £1500 Audio for the first tlme.buyer Audio Innovations First Audio monos. New 6B4G's. ENIA £850 pr
impulse H2 Light Ash 02250 £1500 and seasoned enthusiast,  \v. i, ¢ |ntegrated CD Player £4000 £2000
Impulse H6 Ebony £1350 €740 A wide rang e of interesting gy v Tonearm with Audio Note ANVX winng £2000 1250
Heybrook Quartet. Ash with yew detarls £800 £450 | PR TED o S0 mamstream Micromega Duo. CD Transport. £2000 £900
Unison Smart 845 monos. Cherry. 3 manths old. £3000 £2400 - some unusual - all serious. Various high-end cables-i/c and speaker POA
Audio Note Quest monos. 300B. 1§ months ald. £2750 £1800 pr ) Various equipment tables POA
Audio Note M2. Line pre-amplifier. 11 months old. £999 £675 Visa - Amex - Mastercard Various Lowther Drive Units POA
Audio Note M2 RIAA. Phono stage. |1 manths ofd £1100 £750 NEXT DAY DELIVERY-CARRIAGE EXTRA.
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RETURN TO THE 7TH GALAXY
VERVE 533 108-2

For what seems the longest imaginable
time, Jazz-Rock, or Fusion, has had the
worst name possible in Jazz critical
circles, not unlike that of Progressive
Rock for Rock critics. Over the last few
years, however (and, perhaps more
bizarrely, this seems to be happening to
Prog Rock too), the tide of opinion on
this has changed.

| pointed out last month that the
current importance of the role of film
scores in contemporary music had,
albeit tangentially, quite a lot to do with
the rise and rise of Dance music
culture. The reappraisal of Jazz Fusion
has, largely speaking, Dance music to
thank. Inevitably, so much of this is to
do with the centrality of sampling.

As Dance music has matured (not
always for the best, | grant you) and
proliferated, DJs and musicians,
particularly in areas like ‘intelligent’
Drum 'n’ Bass and the more
adventurous end of Trip Hop. have
been falling over themselves trying to
seek out the grooviest, or the darkest,
or simply the most difficult-to-track-
down samples.

Increasingly these have been taken
from more and more obscure 1970s’
Jazz-Rock LPs. Witness the spiralling
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cost of second-hand Fusion LPs,
witness compilations like The United
Sounds of America and Jazz Satellites as
they trace the development of arcane,
freewheeling Fusion improvisations and
obscure labels, and witness the overdue
CD reissue of long-unavailable work by
the likes of Miles Davis, Alice Coltrane,
Herbie Hancock and Rahsaan Roland
Kirk. Generally, very welcome
developments.

Of course, there’s another side to
all this. In our desperate rush to
rediscover stupidly forgotten gems and
reinvent Fusion as psychedelic head
music for the more cosmically inclined,
we might well ignore the strand of
Fusion which; a) never went away, b)
remained hugely popular through all
those years when both the cutting edge
and mainstream critical media had
shunned it, and ¢) is, I'm afraid,
heartrendingly dull.

Those of you, like my own sad self,
cursed with cable TV, insomnia and a
three-second attention span will
doubtless have late-night experience of
happening upon interminable footage of
ultra-virtuosic session musicians turning
in just this kind of Jazz-Rock: flashy,
grandstanding and obviously hugely
popular with its audience. Jazz festivals
across the world still fill large halls year
in, year out with precisely this kind of
performance. And despite myself, | have
to say that it’s not difficult to see why.

The world is full of would-be
musicians, and this music speaks to
them, letting them know that they
don’t need inspiration to make music,
just constant dedication: with a lot of
work, you too can do this.

Pianist and composer Chick Corea
has to bear a lot of the blame for the
rise of this style of music. Corea was an
alumnus of Miles Davis’ late '60s group,
whose albums from Bitches Brew and
In A Silent Way onwards are largely
held to have kick-started the entire
genre, But where other graduates from
this group (and it’s an incredible list: Joe

Stmon
Hopkins

Zawinul and Wayne Shorter went on
to form Weather Report, John
McLaughlin formed the Mahavishnu
Orchestra, Herbie Hancock would go
on to record three or four of the
finest, most searching Jazz-Rock
records ever) would take with them
some of Miles’ visionary darkness, the
group Corea went on to form, Return
To Forever, had at their heart a
vacuousness that had to be heard to be
believed.

This double-CD set on Verve
Chronicles is certainly an ambitious
one. It brings together material from
the group’s studio albums and the best
part of an hour’s worth of previously
unreleased live stuff. It accordingly
charts the group from 1972 to 1975, as
it went through successive personnel
changes which would see some of the
world’s finest Fusion players pass
through its ranks. Among them were
drummers Steve Gadd and Lenny
White, guitarists Bill Connors and Al Di
Meola, and - the group’s mainstay -
bassist Stanley Clarke.

And 'd be telling a lie if | said that
it's not, at times, enjoyable stuff.
There’s certainly no sense of these
musicians going through the motions in
search of a fast buck; quite the
contrary, in fact. On the live cuts in
particular, they're evidently having a
ball. And Corea is as virtuosic a
composer as he is a player. His pieces
throw angular, tricksy melodies against
breath-takingly executed odd-metre
rhythms, and heavily feature heart-
stopping unison part-writing.

Yet there’s something so overtly
choreographed about this music that it
remains deeply unsatisfying to any
listener other than another musician,
The great irony is that elsewhere,
especially on small group or solo efforts
recorded for ECM, Corea turns in
music of a genuinely engaging,
introverted nature. But Return To
Forever, I'm afraid, remains ultimately
pointless %
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YOURS AND MINE
CONCORD CCD-4740

This is a BBC recording made live at the
Glasgow International Jazz Festival on
25th june 1989, and now released on
the Concord label. If there’s a company
that can produce a better recording
than anyone else | have to opine it is the
BBC. Admittedly, they've also come out
with a few turkeys in their time, but this
is a production which Concord can be
proud of.

One of the brighter stars in the
overcrowded firmament of Jazz, Getz's
sax is supported by Kenny Barron on
piano, Ray Drummond on bass (yes, you
have seen that name somewhere else),
and Ben Riley on drums.

They may only get through seven
tracks on this fifty-seven minute CD,
but what tracks! Porter’s ‘You'd Be So
Nice To Come Home To', Gillespie’s
‘Con Alma’, Carter's ‘People Time',
Kern's ‘Yesterdays' and Porter again
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with ‘What Is This Thing Called Love?

There's very little reason, as far as |
can see, not to own this recording since
it captures Getz perfectly in a live
setting. It may not be his greatest work
but it’s none the worse for that, and his
consistent fluency and timing, set in a
big, open, spacious sound stage such as
this really is a joy to listen to. Much
recommended.
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LIVE AT THE BLUE NOTE
CONCORD CCD-4731

The Heritage All-Stars claim to draw
influences from across the century (give
or take; it depends on how and when
you think Jazz began) of Jazz and to
rework them. This they do, ending up
with a very popularised, swinging style
of mainstream Jazz which is no bad thing
considering the obvious talent and

musicality available in this group, but it
has rather toned down the edge of
some of the chosen tunes.

There are ten tunes here in nine
tracks since Gershwin's ‘Embraceable
You' and Bird's ‘Quasi Modo' are
treated as a medley. The other eight
tracks include a tribute to Ella Fitzgerald
penned by Burrell himself, Corea’s
‘Tones For joan's Bones', joplin's ‘The
Entertainer’, Gillespie's ‘Birk’s Works’,
and Strayhorn’s ‘Take The ‘A’ Train’.
That should at least give you an idea of
the breadth of styles on show.

The band consists of Burrell on
guitar, Sir Roland Hanna on piano, Ray
Drummond on bass, Sherman Ferguson
on drums, Jimmy Owens on trumpet,
and Jerome Richardson (who
incidentally wrote the final track) on sax
and flute. The group is supported by
sterling work from guests Marcus
McLaurine on bass, Horace Arnold on
drums, Steve Turre and Benny Powell
on trombone, and Jeannie Bryson and
Vanessa Rubin providing vocals where
required.

Probably the easiest way for me to
describe the quality of this release is to
say that - according to the sleeve notes
- Kenny Burrell has probably taken first
place in more polls than any other
guitarist in Jazz, and the musicians are all
of a high enough standard to do his
work justice. Add to that the fact that
the recording is released by Concord - a
front-runner in the quality stakes in Jazz
- and you have a release worthy of
fifteen quid of anybody's Hard Earned,
so long as they don't find the style too
pedestrian
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AUDIO EXCELLENCE

65 Park Street, Bristol BSY SPB Tel 01179 264975
“ax 04179 251327 Al that's best 1n Hi-Fi careful'y
swlected ond demanstrated by friendly knowledgeabte
taff, at prices to swit all budgets Deiivery and
nstallavon home dems. part exchange. in-house
workshops, full credit facilities with interest free on
selected items Tuesday - saturday 900 - 530 Closed
nondey

THE RIGHT NOTE

ol 01225 874728 Major new brands jom our celect
woup of products from relable. high-quality supphers
with ‘nternational reputations who are dedicated to
round and build quality. We have many customers
‘hrived that they discovered these superb performers
ather than the magazines’ favourttes Believe your
own ears i your home where you can best judge the
senefits We am for long-term sausfaction. not just a
quick safe. Ask about our ex-dem and mmnt used tems
Brands Lumley (valve amps and speakers), RESTEK,
Copland Audio Synthesis DAX2. Michell, Orelle
wnlightened Audio Design. Kora, Tube Technology.
CAT. Chameteon. Magnum Dynalab Graiham,
Stratosphere. Morch. Transfiguration Spendor
Ceswick Mirage Harbeth NEAT Sequence Arr Pods
aables-Sdver Sounds, Cogan Hall, DNM SomcLink

BEDFORDAHIRI

RICHARD'S AUDIO VISUAL

4 Greyfriars Bedford Tel 01234 365165 Stockists of:
Arcam. Audio Innovations, Audioquest Aura, Beyer,
B&W. Bose, Celestion, Cyrus Denon. Heybrook.
Marantz Missior. Moth. Musicat Fidelity Nakamich.
Ortofon Pioneer Pro-fect. Rotel. Royd. Ruark
sennheiser. Systemdek Target. Thorens, van den Hul
% more' Expert friendly service = Listening room
Pioneer Reference Pont Visa ' Access

BERKSHIRE

AUDIO T

1 Queens Walk. Broad Street Mall, Reading {0118)
358-5463 Great Value on Acoustic Energy. Arcam.
dudiolan. B&W Cyrus Denon. Dynaudio. Linn,
Marantz. Micromega. Mission. Naim, Nakamichi, Quad.
Rega. Rotel. Royd. Trichord Research, Yamaha & many
nore Tues-Sat 9-530 3 year Hi-Ft guarantee Free
lehwery & installation 30 day free upgrades Home
demonstraticns PX Selected Interest Free Credt
istening room BADA Bonded

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

TECHNO SOUND/ AUDIO INSIGHT

/ Granville Square Willen Milton Keynes. MKI5 9)L
Tet (01908) 604949 Audiophile Hi-Fi and Home
cinma Specialists Ail major brands stocked from
Arcam to Yamaha Meridian Digitai Home Theatre
fealer Custom home cinema and muti room
nstallaton 4 dem rooms and expert advice
Audiophtle CDs LPs and LaserDiscs to buy Open late
on Fridays

NORTHWOOD AUDIO Il

78 Cambrudge St Aylesbury. Bucks HP20 I1BA Tel
11296 28790 1AP) Selected sounds from Acoustic
“mer ghy. Alchemist. Arion, Audio Meca, Aura. Boston,
3 & W Cabletalk, Castle. Cefesuon. Denon, DPA.
“xposure. Gyroden, Harman Kardon. Heybrook, Kef.
Mararitz Micromega. Monitor Audio. Moth, Mustcal
lechnology NAD. Nakamichi Pioneer. Proac. Rega.
el Rose. Rotel. Royd. Ruark, Spendor. Systemdek.
fannoy. Teac. Thorens, TDL. Tube Technotogy and a
ange of quasty pre-used equpment Export orders
selcome 2 Dem rooms Credit facsities avalable

THE AUDIO FILE

W Victoria Road. Cambridge Tel 01223 6830S, For
he owst i Briush Hi-Fi and Homie cinema
maerzanaent Visit or call to arrange a dem with
rodects from Audiolab Arcam. Mession, Linn Naim,
#aga Cyrus Absolute Sounds Kef Sony Yamaha, Rel.
Juad Ruark Denon

THE Hi-FI COMPANY - S&V STUDIO

‘2 COWGATE Peterborough. PE! INA Tel (01733)
341 7SS Fax {01733} 311 S87 The region's largest
ange of new and used hi-fi and audio equipment
Yedicated hi-fi and AV demonstration rooms
ncluding laserdise and projection TV . Audiolab
Atcam Denon JVC, KEF. Kenwood Marantz
Merdran Mission. Mitsubishi NAD, Pioneer, Quad.
REL Revox. Rotel M&K, Yamaha - and more. Part
>xchange especially welcome Interest free Open
Tues-Sat 10am -5 S0pm

UNIVERSITY AUDIO

\-2 Peas Hil. Cambridge 01223 354237 Mission-Cyrus,
Arcam Rotel Damon, Merdan, Ruark, ATC, AV, Quad,
we £ denw, | ungle ipeaker Home ral free msad Service
Dape WISA ACCESS AMEX Credit Terms Open 9-530

it

ACQUSTICA

7 Hoo'e Rd. Chester CH2 3NH Tel 01244 344227
Al that's best in H-Fi from Epos. KEF Teac. Royd
ann Rega Naim Arcam, Audiolab, Ruark, Rotel and
nany more Multi room systems from Linn Knekt

HI-FI WORLD

Superb demonstration facities home demonstrations
and installation a pleasure We offer the best products
the best service and the best sounds Open Tuesday
to Saturday, evenings by appomtment

SWIFT HI-FI

St Annes Parade. Wilmslow 01625 526213 Aura
B&W. Denon, Kenwood, Marantz. Nad. Pioneer,
Rotel, Systemdek. Tannoy. Revoiver, | PW . M Short,
Mission. Celestion. Technics, Audiofab, Castle Open
930-6 Dem room No pressure BADA member

CHRIS BROOKS AUDIO

29 Gaskell Street. Stockton Heath. Warrington.
Cheshire. WA4 2UN Tel (019253 261212 Tues-Sat
1000-6 00 2 dem-rooms credit facisues All credit
cards. Established 1978 Total absence of bulls “t Linn
Specialist

DOUG BRADY HI-FI

Kingsway Studios Kingsway North Warrington, WA
3INU Tel 01925 828009 Fax 01925 825773
Visa'Mastercard'Lombard Tricity 2 dem rooms, home
trial, Agencies include Arcam. Audiolab. Castle. Chord
Electronics. DPA. Exposure. Harbeth. Heybrook,
Krefi LFD Michell Mission, Nam. Oreite. Origin Live
Pink Triangle ProAc, Roksan. SME. Spendor, Wilson
Benesch and many more

THE AUDIO COUNSEL

14 Stockport Road Cheadle Cheshire Tel (0161} 428
7887 and 12 Shaw Road, Oldham. Manchester OLI
3LQ Tel (0161) 633 2602 Linn, Arcam. Naim. Audio
Research. Martn Logan, Yamaha, Creek, Nakamichi.
Denon. JPW. Marantz. Royd Lexicon 3 dem rooms
free install, VISA ACCESS Full mult-room and AV
mstallaton 1000 - 5 30pm Mon-Sat. ull 8 00 Thursday

CONGLETON HI-FI

I 12 Duke Street. Congleton, Cheshire. CW12 1AP
Tel (01260) 297544 Arcam. B&W Kef Reference
Linn Nad Loewe, Micromega, Target etc Single Spkr
Dem rooms No appts necessary. free installation, 2
yr guarantee on all equipment Access, Visa, Amex.
Switch and all the normal credit and finance yerms
available Open Mon-Sat 9 30 6 00pm

PRACTICAL Hi-FI
88 Bridge Street. Warrington, WAI 2RF Tel- 01925
632179 See our main entry under Preston. Lancs

AUDIO EXCELLENCE

8690 Boughton Chester CH3 5AQ Tel 01244
345576 All thats best in mi-fi carefully selected and
ated by friendiy k ledgeab'e staff. at prices
10 suit all budgets Delivery and installation home
dems. part exchange n house workshops full credit
facilities with interest free on selected wems Tuesday

Saturday 900 - 5.30. Closed Monday.

EEVELAN

ACTION ACOUSTICS

155-157 High St. Redcar. Cleveland TSI0 3AN. 01642
480723 Audio Innovations. Audio Note. Denon,
Harman Kardon. JBL. Michell. Musical Fidehty Pink
Triangle, Rogers. Sugden SontcLink Townsend. TDL.
Thorens etc Dem room appointment nec Home
Trial, Free installation, service dept. Int. free credit
facility. Access. Visa & HP. Open 9.15-5 30

COmNW AL

SOUNDS PERFECTION

COENTY IUER

Hi-Ff EXCHANGE DARLINGTON

CUMBRIA

MISONS SOUND & VISION

Viaduct House, Victoria Viaduct. Carasle, CA3 8AN
Tel (01228) 22620 Exposure. Heybrook. Aura, Bang &
Olufson, B & W. Castle. NAD. Quad. Rotel. Sony
Sugden Yamaha. Demo Suite No appts nec Home
trial facihties Free mstallation Service Department
Mon - Sat 9-530

PETER TYSON

6 Abbey Street. Carlisle, Cumbria, CA3 8TX
Cumbria s premiere hi-fi centre’. Part exchange
welcome (01228) 46756 Audiolab, Linn, Mission,
Pioneer Marantz, Denon Phibips. Technics and more
Dem Rooms Dems withut obligation Home trial
Free mstallation, In-house service dept Access, Visa
HP 9-S 30pm

PRACTICAL Hi-FI
106 English Street. Carlisle, CA3 8ND Tel- 01228
44792 See our main entry under Lancaster

PV ON

THE HI-FI ATTIC

58 New George St Plymouth. Devon PLI IRR
01752 66951t We stock most leading brands
including Linn, Arcam, Denon. Pioneer. Musical Fidelity
amongst others, and have an expert enthusiastc staff
Premises include attractive hi-fi and home cmema
demonstration rooms. We offer free mstatlation and
credit facihves (written detalls on request) also a fully
equipped service department We can alse provide a
mail order service for all your LaserDisc requirements
We accept Visa. Access. Amex

DORSIT

DAWSONS OF WESTBOURNE

Home Cinema Specialists Main agents for Bang &
Olufsen, Harman Kardon. JBL, REL. Mordaunt Short.
Sony. Technics and TDL Demonstraton facilities
nclude our unique Dolby pro-logic system comparator
for the ultmate way to choose the perfect system Also
on demonstration large screen televisions from
Thomson, sony and Ferguson with video projectors
from Sharp and Seleco Dawsons 23 Seamoor Road.
Westbourne. Bournemouth 01202 764965

IRLIAN

AUDIO T

442-444 Cranbrook Road, Gants Hill liford (0181)
$18-091S Great Value on Acoustic Energy. Arcam.
Audiolab.B&W, Cyrus, Denon. Jamo. KEF. Linn.
Marantz. Mission, Micromega, Monitor Audio, NAD,
Quad Rotel Technics, Trichord Research. Yamaha &
more Tues/Thurs Fri 10-7 Wed Sat 930-S30 3 year
Hi-Fi guarantee 30 day free upgrades. PX. Selected
Interest Free Credit. 2 Listening rooms BADA
Bonded

GRAYSTON SOUND & VISION

33 Sir Isaac's Waik, Colchester. (012063 S77682. Akar.
Arcam, B&W. Boston Acoustics, Denon, Grundig,
Infinity KEF Linn Loewe Opta. Mer'dan. Nokra. Phiips
Pioneer. Quad. Rotel Ruark, Sennheiser, Spendor,
Thorens Superb demo rooms, free regional delivery
and instaflation. Regular musical and surround evenings.
home demonstrations Excellent credit facilites

GLOUCESTIRSHIRE

AUDIO T

40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenham {01242) 583960
Great Value on Acoustic Energy. Arcam. Audiolab
Denon Dynaudio. KEF Linn, Marantz. Meridian
Micromega. Mission, NAD. Nakamichi, Naim. Pioneer,
Quad. Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research, Yamaha &
many more Tues-Fri 930-6 Sat 930-530 3 year Hi-Fi
guarantee 30 day free upgrades Home demonstratons
Part exchange Selected Interest Free Credit Listening
room BADA Bonded

AUDIO EXCELLENCE

S8 Bristol Road, Gloucester. GLI 55D Tel 01452
300046 Fax 01452 310680 All that's best in hi-fi
carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets
Delbvery and nstallavon home dems. part exchange,
n house workshops. full credi facitities with interest
free on selected items Tuesday - Saturday 9.00
$.30 Closed Monday

THE RIGHT NOTE - BATH
for specralist advice and home demonstrations Sce
Avon

HAMISHIRE

AUDIO T

4 Featmers Lane, Basingstoke. (01256) 24311 Great
Vaue on Acoustc Energy Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus.
Denon Dynaudio. Linn Marantz Micromega. Mrssion.
Naim. NAD Nakamichi, Quad. Royd. Rotel, Technics.
Trichord Research, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9-
530 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee Free delivery &
mstallation 30 day free upgrades Home
demonstrations PX Selected Interest Free Credit.
Listeing room Home Cinema. BADA Bonded.

HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LIMITED

2-12 Hursley Road. Chandlers Ford, Hants, SOS3 2FU
Tel Southampton (01703} 252827:265232. 3 Hi-Fi and
2 Home Cinema Dolby Surround Sound
Demonstraton Rooms. one with Projection TV and an
8' wide screen Brands stocked include ARCAM fincl
Xeta). Audiolab, Audioquest. Celestion, Cyrus, Denon,
Gradient. Infinity, KEF. Marantz. Meridian, Mission,
Polk, Quad. Rotel, Seleco. Sennheiser, Soundstyle.
Tannoy. Target Audio, Thorens, & Yamaha Established
1969, we offer a 2-year Guarantee covered by our
own well-equipped Service Dept We have a large
FREE car parking facility and we are located withn 3
miles from Junction 14 {M3:M27 Interchange} and
Junctions |3 (M3) and S (M27) Closed Mondays.
except in December Late Night Thurs to 8pm BADA
Founder Member All deposits fully covered by BADA
Bonding

SOUTH COAST SPEAKERS LTD

326 Portwood Road. Southampion, Hampshire Tel. 01703
$59312 We stocic high-quakty drwers fom Seas. Morel,
Precision Devices RCL. Volt and Visaton Also many
accessortes from Port-Tubes, Grilles, Crossover Boards.
Cable Components. We stock a range of Kits from Visaton
giving homebwiders unrivalled quality and performance
Comisrtable Istenng room on sae High quakty at affordable
prices’

'World Radio Histo

HERFFORISHIR

ENGLISH AUDIO

37 Whitecross Road. Hereford. HR4 0DG (01432}
355081 Arcam. AT.C.. Auaiolab. Audion. B&W,
Castle, Celestion, Cyrus Cenire. Denon. Exposure.
KEF, Marantz, Michi. Micromega. Mission, Musical
Technology.. NAD Nakamichi, Pink Triangle. Pioneer.
REL. Rotel.Ruark. John Shearne. SME. Stax.
Systemdeck TDL. Yamaha Single speaker dem room.
home trial facihues, free nszallation. service dept.
Access Visa, Credit arranged Open Mon-Sat. 9 30-
S 30pm BADA members.

THE AUDIO FILE

DYNAMICS

Welwyn, Herts - Europe’s largest stoclust of ex-dem
and second hand equipment High End Audio - Bought
Sold or Exchanged Many iterrs in stock (see our man
ad pg 128). Efficient servicing Dept All items
guaranteed All major credit cards accepted Please
telephone 01438 - 714038 for appontment

STUDIO 82

82 High Street. Harpenden. Herts ALS 25P 01582
764246. Fax 01582 467022 ATC. AVI. Arcam. Aura
Audiolab B&O. Bose. Castle. Denon. Marantz.
Misston. Musical Technology, NAD Nam Audio,
Quad. Roberts Radio etc Quiet single speaker dem
room Appts nec Home trial. Service dept Visa,
Amex, Access and finance terms 9-S 30 Mon-Sat

HUMBERBIDN

ZEN AUDIO

3S George Street. Mull Tel 01482 587397
“Comfortable Istening rooms Home dems. Personal
friendly service: Free installaions Agencies nclude
Arcam, Audiolab, Atacama. Audio Innovations. Audio
Note. Audion. Alchemist. B&W., Cable Talk, Chord
CO. DPA. Densen, Denon. DNM, EAR. Exposure. Fi-
Rax. Harbeth, Heybrook. impulse, KAR. KEF. Michei,
Micromega. Monitor Audio. Musical Technology
Myryad. NAD, NAIM. Pioneer. REL Rehdeko. Rotel
Royd Ruark, Shearne Audio, Stands Unique, Sugden
Spendor. Sonic Link. TEAC. TDL. Tube Technology.
Vivanco and many others

RENT

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE

138 pelham Road Gravesend. Kent DAII OjH. Tel
01474 569601 Pioneer. Maranmz. Technics, Akar, |VC.
Jamo

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE

109 The Broadway Bexley Heath Kent DA6 7JH TEL
0181 298 7880 Pioneer. Marantz. Technics, Akar, |VC
Jamo

PROGRESSIVE AUDIO

2 Marpand Court, Ranham, nr Gillinham, Kent. MES
8QY Te¢ 01634 389004 Agencies include Audio
Innovations. Audion, Audionote. Audio Mecca. Audio
Systems. Audio Static. Audio Technica. Chord Amps.
Cogan Hall. Conrad Johnson, Convergent, Denson.
Goldring. impulse. Koetsu, Levinson, LFD. Lyra. Moth,
Nordost. Origin Live. Pink Triangle. Proac. SD
Acoustics. Silversounds, SME. Sugden Sumiko
Systemdek. Snell. Target. TDL. Transfiguration.
Townshend Tube Technology. Umson Research.
UK D.. Voyd. VPI. etc. Dems by appointment.

THE LINN STUDIO

Sowdow LPI2 ekt Kark' Karn' Klout' Kremln
Kelul' KKabar*Kededh™ Numerk' Tukan® Wakonda
Majk™ Mimik® LKI100" Ekos' Kudos" Arkiv" Brilliant
Lingo" Valhalla® Sekrit® Akuv'  Dream systems for
everyone from £2.000 to £30.000+ A new dealership
from a specialist family business. established in 1948
Outstanding service and facihties Multi-room
spectahst 123 Snargate Street Dover. Kent CTI7
9AP Tel 01304 201525 Fax 01304 240135

KIMBERLEY HI-FI

193 Broadway, Bexieyheath, Kent Tel 0181 304 3272
Sep dem rooms. Denon, Technics Kenwood. Aw,
NAD. Dual. Wharfedale. Mission Marantz. Tannoy.
Castle. Monitor Audio, Heco. Jamo, Cerwin Vega and
many more

DOVER HI-FI

43 High Street. Dover. Tel 01304 207562. Supphiers of
quahty hi-fi equipment including, Arcam. Akai Aura.
B&W. Denon. jamo. JPW. Mordaunt Short NAD
Panasonic. ProAc. Quad, Rotel, RuArc, TDL. Technics,
Tannoy Part exchange Listering room. Service and
repairs Credit faciiiies Access Visa. Open 6 days 9-
5.30

V.. Hi-Fi

29 Guildhall St Folkstone Kent Tel: 01303-256860
Stockists of: Mission. Tannoy. J.B.L. Pioneer. Philips,
Awa, Maranaz, Musical Fidelity. Quad. Yamaha. Denon
and much more besides Full audio and home cnema
demonstration faciities Fully bonded BADA
members Interest free credit avallable (subject to
status) Open Mon-Sat 900-6:00

5 dial=a=dealer



e dial-a-dealer

LANCASIIN

MARTON MUSIC

5 Masterson Ave, Read. Burnley, BBI2 7PL. Tel/Fax:
(01282) 773198 Hear demonstrations of stereo an
AlV systems in a large comfortable lounge using
MIRAGE dipole spealkers and the latest BRYSTON
prefpower amps {20 yr guarantee), with YAMAHA
DSP surround sound and equipment from AVI,
RUARK, MARANTZ, TANNOY, SEQUENCE and
more. plus a range of custom butlt Transmission Line
and other speakers. Home demo's encouraged for
complete sausfaction Main agent for LIBERTY
INSTRUMENTS AUDIOSUITE loudspeaker tesung
system, BOXMODEL. TLBOXMODEL and other PC
based design packages. Ring anytime for an
appoinement , free advice or a chat . we never close

ORPHEUS AUDIO
Standish. Lancs Tet: 01257 473175 See our main entry
under Greater Manchester.

PRACTIAL HI-Ft

43 Friargate, Preston. Tel:- 01772 883958, The audio
visual specialist. expert advice, instant demonstrations.
best prices, instant free credit, part exchange
welcome Extended warranty. Stockists of Yamaha,
Kenwood. Denon, Sony. Technics. Onkyo, Marantz,
Pioneer, Misston, Kef. jamo, Celestion, B&W. Also
stockists of LaserDiscs

PRACTICAL Hi-FI
84 Penny Street, Lancaster, LAl IXN Tel:- 01524
39657 - See our main entry under Lancaster

PRACTICAL Hi-FI
3335 Knowsley Street. Bolton, Lancs Tek:- 01204
395789 - See our main entry under Lancaster

PRACTICAL HI-FI

81 Whitegate Drive, Blackpool, FY3 9DA Tel:- 01253

300599 See our main entry under Lancaster
LEICESTERSHIRE

ENCORE!

Nr Melton Mowbray Tel. 01664 823282 Sugden,
Densen, Umison, Tube Technology, Ruark, UKD
Opera, Keswick Audio Research and Fi-Rax. As you
can see from our agencies. we are opensminded and
able to present diverse options for your appratsal
Unbiased and unhurried demonstrations by
apppointment incl. evenings and weekends.

CLASSIQUE SOUNDS

“Vintage Hi-fi Specialist” Stockists of. Garrard
301/401, Thorens, Quad. Leak. Rega. Shirley Labs,
Spendor, Wharfedale, Rogers. Arcam, SME, Decca,
Pioneer, UKD, Sugden, Musical Fidelity, + much
more * Tel Fax Paul Greenfield on UK + 0116 283
5821 or 0802 213 740 (mobile) any - ume Classique
Sounds, Classique House, 61 Aylestone Drive.
Leicester, LE2 8QE.

CYMBIOSIS INN

6 Hotel Street, Leicester, LEI SAW Tel (0116)
2623754 Facsimile: (0116) 262 3758, Arcam, Audiolab,
Denon, Epos. KEF, Linn Hi-Fi. Linn AVS 1, Loewe
Televisions, Micromega Classicline, Mordaunt Short.
Myryad. Projekt Furniture, REga, Rotel & Royd
Multroom Design & Installauon. Four listening
lounges Finanace avarlable Open 6 days 10am-5.30pm

FINCOUNSHIRE

COTTAGE AUDIO

17 Bridge Street. Saxilby. Nr Lincoln LN# 2PZ. Tel:
(01522) 702834, Evenings. (01522) 696708, ATC, AV,
Chord amplifiers, Harbeth, LFD. Michell, Origin
Live Kinshaw, QED, Royd. Sansui. Sequence,
Something solid, Sonic Link, etc. Demonstration
rooms Home trial faclities. Free installations and
above all a personal, friendly service

STAMFORD HI-FI 9 Red Lion Square Stamford
et PE9 24| Ter (01780) 62128 Awa Denos KEF
Kenwood Maruntz. Mission NAD Pioneer Quad
Tesn  Yamaba Plas 2l mapar spde
manufacturers Expert advice and comparator

CIETITEN. an "o fioors Parr eurhemged S 4
i chusd for cash No appomntments necessary
Himse toal fedees free wstasstor and service dent
MSiekard. Visa and Credit Charge Finance available
Mee - 52 9-5 30 p Crosed Thuredays

FONDON

AUDIO T

190 West End Lane, West Hampstead (0171) 794-
7848. Great Value on Acoustc Energy, Arcam,
Audtolab, 8&W, Denon, Linn, Marantz, Meridian,
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Proac, Quad, Rotel,
Technics, Trichord Research. Yamaha & many more
Tues-Sat 10-6 Late Thurs unul 8.00. 3 year Hi-Fi
guarantee 30 day free upgrades. Home demonstrauons.
PX Selected Interest Free Credit. 2 kstening rooms. BADA
Bonded

TIME & TUNE

For T.V, Video, Hi-Fi, and n-Car Hi-Fi. we are dealers
of Awa, Bose, Hitachi, Jamo, Kenwood, Marantaz,
Mitsubishi, Nad, Panasonic, Pioneer, Sony, Technics.
For these and more come and see us at Time & Tune,
218-220 Whitechapel Rd. London, EI 1B]. Or call 0171
377 2000

AUDIO CONCEPT

27 Bond Street. Ealing, W5 SAS, Tel: {0181) 567 8703,
Acoustic Energy, Audiolab. Aura, B&O, B&W, Boston
Acoustics, Canon, Castle, Denon, Dual, Evolution.
Infinity, JPW, KEF, Marantz. Mission, Monitor Audio,
Musical Fidelty. NAD, Nakamich, Onix, Quad, Revox,
Rogers. Rotel, Systemdek. Target, Teac, Thorens, Van
den Hul Two dem rooms. Interest free credit. free local
delivery & installation, service department "Hi-Fi
Speciahsts without the atutude’

AUDITORIUM

119 Middlesex Street, Bishopsgate, London El 7)F. Tet:
0171 247 5000 Fax: 0171 247 0990. Friendly and
honest advice on all your hi-fi and mult-room
requirements. full range of equipment from Arcam,
Bang & Olufsen. Cyrus, Denon, Epos. Kef, Micromega.
Mission, Naim, Neat. Ortofon, Rega. Ruark. Shahiman
and Xio. Opening hours Mon-Fri 10.30am-7.00pm, Sat
1100am-4.00pm; Only two mins walk from Liverpool
Street Station,

BABBER ELECTRONICS SERVICE CTR.

158 Uxbridge Road. West Ealing London W13 8SB.
Tel 0181 579 631S. Akai, Awa, A8R. Celestion. Dual.
Goodmans, Harman, Kardon. JBL. JVC, Kenwood,
Marantz, Panasonic. Sennheiser, Sony ES range,
Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale, Yamaha and many
more Auth Service Dept Credit facihues, Open 10.30
- §.30 Mon-Sat.

BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEM

248 Lee Hrgh Road. Lewtsham, London SEI3 SPL Tel:
0181 318 5755/018) 852 1321. Arcam, Denon,
Marantz, Linn, Mission. Cyrus, Naim, nakamichi, Quad.
Rega, etc. 2 domesuc style histening lounges. Appts
required. service dept. home trial facilites, Int. free
credit card, instant credit. access, Visa Opened Mon-
Sat 10-6.30, Closed Thursday

HIFI EXPERIENCE

227 Touenham Court Road. London W1 0171 580
3535, Arcam, Audiolab, Mission, Cyrus. Quad,
Celesuon, Kef, Meridian, Rogers. Tannoy, Yamaha,
TOL. Thorens, Marantz, Nakamichi, Musical Fidelity
and many more Open 1000-7 00 Mon-Fri. 9-6 on Sat.
Service dept. Credit faciliies, delivery and free
mstallation

K ] WEST ONE

26 New Cavendish St.. London WIM 7LH. 0171 486
8262/63. Fax 0171 487 3452. Two hi-fi & two home
cinema dem studios. Appts pref. Home trial.
Installation by arrangement. Service dept. Major credit
cards Interest free credit on selected items. Major
brands stocked: Arcam. Audio Alchemy, Audion.
Audrolab, Audio Research, B&W Castle, Chord,
Copeland, DPA. Epos.Graaf, Harbeth, KEF, Klipsch,
Krell, Lexicon, Marantz. Martin Logan, Meridian,
Michell, Micromega, Mission, Musical Fidelity, Nitty
Gritty. Pink. ProAc. Quad. Rel, Rotel, Orelle, Sonus
Faber, Stax, Tannoy, Theta. Unison Research. Wilson
Benesch. Open 6 days.

THE LISTENING ROOMS

161 Old Brompton Road, London SWS5 OL). (0171)
244 7750159 Fax (0171) 370 0192 Linn. Quad.
Meridian, Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiolab, Acoustic
Energy, SME. Audio Research. Krell. Wadia, Theta.
Apogee, Marun Logan, Pioneer, Tannoy, Systemdek.
Stax. Pink Triangle, Michell. Monitor Audio. Yamaha.
Marantz, Kef, Bose, Celesuon, Epos, Mission. Denon,
Neat Petite. Mon-Sat 10-6pm.

THOMAS HEINITZ LTD

35 Moscow Road Bayswater, London, W2 4AH.
Tel0171 229 2077. Fax: 0171 727 9348 Nearest tube
stations are Queensway and Bayswater. Plenty of
parking meters available. Demonstration room
available by appointment Stockists of B&O, NA(M,
REGA. Micromega. Cyrus, Denon and Epos. Payment
Via, Access. Visa, Cheques. Cash and interest free
credit facihties (details on request.) Open 10.30am-
6.00pm. Tue-Sat.

ORANGES AND LEMONS

61-63 Webbs Road. Bartersea, SWII. Tel: 0171 924
2040, Juicy frurt from London's freshest Hi-Fi / Home
Cinema retarler, now in our second year. Telephone
demonstrations, or just pop 1. All the usual, 1.e
friendly and efficient service, free home instaflation,
credit cards, 0% credit finance available {subject to
status), plus.. all the very best from Arcam, Cable Talk.
Castle Acoustics, The Chord Co., Denon, Epos, Kef,
Marantz, Micromega. NAD, Naim Audio, Neat. Quad,
Rega. Roksan, Rotel. Royd, Ruark, Soundstyle, Stands
Unique, Yamaha and more

ALPHABEC LTD

392 Finchley Road, London, NW2 2HR Stockists of
Bose. Boston Cifford, Denon, Jamo, JVC, Grundig,
KEF, NAD, Onkyo, Panasontc, Sony. Vivanco and
Yamaha Specnalists in Mulu-Room Inseallations. Full
service facilities Credit terms available. Open Mon-Sat
0am-6pm Thurs 10am-1pm Tel 0171 431 9133

CRIATER MANCHESTIR

ORPHEUS AUDIO...
: Authorised Dealer for:
Arion Acoustics, Art Audio, Audio Alchemy,
Audiomeca, Audio Physic, Audio Synthests, Boulder,
Burmester, Cabasse, Croft. E.A.R.Electrocompaniet,
Fullers, Gamma Acousuics, Graaf, Klipsch, Living Voice,
Lowther Voigt. Magnum, Mark Levinson, Meracus.
Nottingham Analogue, Orelle, Ortofon, Papworth,
Project. Pencachord, QED, Sequence, Stax, Teac,

Triangle, Trichord Research, Totem. Unison Research.
Yamamura Churchill. YBA and others. Custom made
stands & support from marble. solid brass & 10mm
glass. Free delivery/nstallauon. Part excHange facilites.
Demonstrations by arrangement in Standish (J27 of the
M§), or in your own home without obligation Tel:
01257 473175 {evening calls welcome)

PRACTICAL HI-FI 65 Bridge Street. Manchester
M3 3BQ Tel:- 0161 839 8869 See our main entry
under Lancaster

MERSTYSIDE

ACOUSTICA

17 Hoole Rd. Chester CH2 3NH Tel. 01244 344227,
All that's best n Hi-Fi from Epos, KEF, Teac. Royd,
Linn Rega. Naim. Arcam. Audiolab, Ruark, Rotel and
many more. Mult room systems from Linn Knekt.
Superb demonstration faciities, home demonstrations
and mstallation a pleasure. We offer the best products.
the best service and the best sounds. Open Tuesday to
Saturday, evenings by appomntment.

WIRRAL HIFt (Audio Consultants)

17 Shore Bank. Wirral. L62 IDB Tel/fFax: 0151 645
462). We believe in value for money. That's why we
only stock audio equipment that has been carefully
selected for sts price, build, & most important
excellent sound quality.The following manufacturers
offer alf this DPA, Gamma, Kiyne. Magnum, Monarchy,
Orelle, Rose, Teac, Tube Technology, XLO. Audio
Synthesis, Audio Alchemy, Audiomeca, Audio Valve,
Arion, Alon, Base. Bolder, Carver, Cary Audio, Castle.
Dynaudro, Electroacompamiet. Golden Tube, Grado,
Heybrook. Lyra. Parasound. SD Acoustics, Shun Mook,
Sound Lab, Stax. Sumiko. Triangle For friendly advice.
free local delivery & nstallation, demonstration
facilives by appointment.

MIDDLESEN

AUDIO T

1592 Chase Side. Enfield (0181) 367-3132 Great
Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion,
Cyrus. Denon. Kenwood. KEF. Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD, Nakamich,
Quad. Rotel. Trichord Research,Yamaha & many
more Tues-Fri 930-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi
guarantee. 30 day free upgrades PX Selected Interest
Free 2 listening rooms Home Cinema specialists.
BADA Bonded.

MUSICAL IMAGES
45 High Street, Hounsiow, Mrddlesex Tel (0181) 569
5802. Fax. {0181) 569 6353,

MUSICAL IMAGES

173 Station Road. Edgeware, Middlesex. Tel. (0181)
952 5535 . Fax. (0181) 952 5835. Most brands avaiiable
- see full page advert Interest free credit, ask for
details. Demo rooms. Repairs & Service. Sunday
opening - Open all week. A Home Cinema Specialist.
Mail order. Part exchange.

NORFOLR

BASICALLY SOUND

The Old School, School Road. Bracon Ash (Nr
Norwich). Norfolk, NR14 8HG Tel:(01508) S70 829.
Stockists of the following leading Hi-Fi:Arcam,
Audiolab, Audio Alchemy. Denon. Naim, Epos,
Micromega. Heybrook. Nakamichi, Rotel, Royd, TDL.
Beyer, Grado. Sennheiser. Dynavector. and more Bada
members, 2 comprehensive demo rooms.

ZEROTH AUDIO

GT Yarmouth Tel:(01493) 443693. Audio analyst and
consultant, supplier of quality new and second user
audiophile equipment for Norfolk and Suffolk
Authorised stockist of Trichord Research,
Orelle/XTC, Bandor, CableTalk etc. please phone for
full list Computer aided reports on your current
system, advice updates etc. Appointments only

NORTHAMPTON

CLASSIC HI-FI

At Classic Hi-Fr we cover the best in quality sounds.
Be it a question of taste, a question of balance or a
question of price, we're the ones to help, We stock:
Marantz, Nad, Pioneer, Aura, Yamaha, Heybrook, LFD,
Sugden. Rotel, Kenwood, B & W, Kef, Rogers. Monitor
Audio, JPW, Shearne Audio, Royd. Audio Alchemy,
Teac and many more. For more details call: 01536
310855

THE AUDIO SHOP

77 Gotch Road. Borton Seagrove, Northants NNIS
6UF Tel 01536 723805, Appointed stockst of: Rotel,
Denon. Teac. Philips, Moth. Onix, Pro-ject. Royd, TDL.
JPW, Bose, Whaferdale, Goldring, Ortofon, Chord
Co., Van Den Hul, audioquest. QED, Soundstyle,
Alphason, Beyer, Sennheiser, etc. Service dept., Home
Demos., Free Installation. Accessories by mail order.
For further information phone Don on 01536 72380S.

LISTEN INN

32 Gold Street. Northampton, NN IRS. Tet: (01604)
37871 Fax: (01604) 601 430. Linn, Rega, Audiolab,
Naim, Denon. Arcam. KEF, Marantz, Royd, Micromega.
Mission, Rotel, Myryad, Epos, and more Open |0am-
5.30pm {closed Thursday).

THE AUDIO SHOP

HI-Fi Specialists Appointed stockists of-- Ariston,
Creek, Denon, Dual, Goodmans, [PW, Mordaunt.
Short. Rotel. Royd. Tannoy 77 Gotch Road, Borton
Seagrove, Nortants NN1S 6UF. Tel: 01536 723805,

USTTINGIIANISE Y

CHANTRY AUDIO

18-18a Eidon Street. Tuxford, Nr Newark, Notts,
NG22 OLH Tel 01777 870372 Pink Triangle,
Absolute Sounds. Micromega, DPA. Alchemist, CD
developments, SME. Meridian, Ruark, Rotel/Michi,
Audion, Monitor Audio + much more Three demo
rooms inc Home Cinema, home trial, free installhaion,
service dept. Access, wisa. credut facilrues, Mail order,
Mon-Sat 9.30-6.00, Sun and evenings by appointment.

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE

120-122 Alfreton Road. Nottngham Tel:- 01602
786919. Over 25 years experience, superb demo
rooms. extensive range, free parking Mon-Sat 9-5 30

OTORISHITE

WESTWOOD & MASON

46 George Street, Oxford. TellFax. 01865 247783.
Open 10.00am - 5.00pm. Closed all day Thursday
Demonstration by appomtment If possible Spacious
demonstration lounge We stock : Naim. Rega. Arcam,
Mission, Marantz. Denon, Yamaha, Khipsch, Royd,
B&W., Ayra. Rotel, Chord Co , Infinicy, KEF, etc

AUDIO T

19 Old High Street, Headington, Oxford (01865}
65961, Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Meridian,
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel,
Technics, Trichord Research, Yamaha & more. Tues-
Fri 10-6. Sat 9.30-5.30 Thurs untl 8.00. 3 year H-Fi
guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. PX. Selected Interest
Free. 2 listening rooms Home Cinema speciakists.
BADA Bonded.

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD

3 Marketplace. Wallingford {midway between Oxford
and Reading). 01491 83930S. Aura. B&W, Technics.
Panasonic. Pioneer, Kenwood, Sony, Yamaha, Denon.
Dual. Marang. Mission, Tannoy. Kef, Mordaunt Short.
One Listening and one Home Cinema room. Home
trial, free installation. Service department. Access, Viza,
Amex. Diners. Instant credit Tues-Fri 9-5 30, Sat 9-S.
Records & CDs stocked

SHIROPSHIRE

SHROPSHIRE HIFI

St Michael Street, Shrewsbury, Shrops SYI 2ES Tel.
01743 232065, Stockists of Musical Fidelity, Mordaunt
Short. Sony, Kenwood. Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, B&W,
Proac. Audio Visual. Products available. Open 9 30 -
5.30pm Mon-Sat.

W. OWEN EST 1901

S8 Market Streec Oakengates Telford Shropshire Tel.
01952 613818 "Audio Video specialists Pioneer,
Reference Pront. Kenwood, Sony, Akal, B & W, Bose.
Dolby Pro-Logic Specialist- 16.9 screens in stock. Free
wmstallations and home deliveries "

SUREOLE

ANGLIA AUDIO

The Street. Hessett Bury St Edmonds, Suffolk, IP30
9AZ Tel. 01359 270212. “Hr-Fi and speaker centre
dedicated to quality hi-fi since 1971 Open 10-6
Closed Weds and Sundays Evening and Sunday Dems
by appointment.

AUDIO IMAGES

7 All Saints Road, Pakefield, South Lowestoft, Suffolk,
NR33 6JL. Telifax: 04502 582853 Quad. Triangle.
Arcam, Castle, Rotel, Moth, JPW, Sugden, Mission,
Project, Denon, Yamaha surround sound Audio
Innovations, plus the amazing ROTHWELL range.
Separate dem room, no appts nec 10-6.30 Tues-
Thurs. 7pm Fri. 6pm Sat.

EASTERN AUDIO

41 Bramford Road, Ipswich. Tel. 01473 217 217 Fax
01473. 21570S. Quad, Arcam, Audiolab, Meridian,
Misston. Denon, Rotel, Marantz. NAD, Sony, Rogers,
Nakamichi, Systemdek, Technics, Celestion, B&W,
Tannoy, Morel Thorens and Top Tape Also stock a
wide range of accessories. usual credit faciliies, A
BADA dealer

LRI

SPALDINGS HI-FI

352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd. Croydon, Surrey, CRO
TAT. 0181 654 1231:2040 3 dem rooms and home
dem. Free installaton/credit. Meridian, Linn, Naim,
Quad, Arcam, Audiolab, Mission, Denon, Tannoy,
Marantz. Ruark Mon-Sat 9-6, Tues 9-8. Service dept.
(3 Dem rooms incl AV, 0% credit)

INFIDELITY

9 High StreetHampton Wick. Kingston upon Thames,
Surrey KT 4DA. Tel 0i81 943 3530 Stockists of
Arcam, Creek, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, Naim
Audio, Neat, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Teac,
Yamaha Open Teues - Saturday. 10 30am - 7.00pm

HI-FI WORLD



ZEBRA

18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon Tei- 0181 - 688
2093 The UK's First and Finest Home Cinema Store 3
Demonstration Rooms. Laser Disc CRT and Projection
TV Centre Many brands stocked including Arcam,
Audiolab. Merdian, Lexicon. Kef, Pioneer. Rotel.
Yamaha. REL and Panasonic Mon-Sat 9.30-6 00pm. All
major credit cards accepted. Finance avatlable. Evening
demonstrations by appointment.

ROGERS HIFI

13 Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey. (01483)61049.
B&W. Castle. Denon. Dual. |BL. Harmon Kardon.
Kenwood. Marantz, Micromaga, Mordaunt Short.
Moth, Myriad, Musicat Fidelity. Pioneer. Rel. Royd.
Ruark. Systemdex'k, Tannoy. TDL, Teac. Thorens.
Dem facilittes available. no appts necessary, free
installation. service dept. Access/Visa. Instant credit
upto £1.000 subject to status. Monday-Saturday. 9 30-
6pm, later by appt.

SURREY HIFI

45 High Street. Godstone, Surrey, RH9 BLS {01883)
744755, Specialist Hifi outlet. demonstration room and
parking avaifable. Quad. Audiolab, TDL. Tube
Technology. Re! Acoustics, Nakamichi. Kef, Thorens,
Musical Fideltty. Van Den Hul cables. Bose. Sennheiser,
Beyer headphones, Marantz, Denon, Michell, Van den
Hul. Musical Fidehty. Tannoy. Target. [PW Single
speaker dem rooms. Free installation service dept,
Access Visa iMastercard. Open 9-6pm. Closed all day
Wednesday.

SLESENEASTY

THE POWERPLANT

‘Brighton’s Leading Hift Shop™. 66 North Street,
Brighton Tet 01273 775978. Comfortable listening
rooms Knowledgeable and approachable staff Roksan.
Micromega. Exposure, Audiolab, Epos, Rotel, Marantz,
Cyrus. Regal, Arcam. Mission and more.

ADAMS & JARRETT

Hi-Fi and Home Cinema Specialist. Phone or wisit us at
6-18. Norman Road. St. Leonards-on-Sea E Sussex
(01424) 437165432398, Stockist of quality equipment
including Audio Innovations, Meridian, KEF. Ruark.
Marantz, NAD, |BL. Royd. Dali. Jamo. Onkyo. Rel.
Traget. Cable Talk. Technics. TDC, Yamaha. Kenwood.
Air conditioned histening rooms, on site service and
reparr facilities

SUSSENIWESD

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD

202 Findon Road. Worthing, Sussex. Tek- 01903
872288 or 0860 660001 eves. Three comfortable
demonstration lounges where you ¢an audition,
Audionote. Krell, Audio Research. Klipsch, Martin
Logan. Apogee. Sonus Faber. Theta, SM.E. Copland.
Voyd., Magneplanar, E M.F. Lumiey Reference. Creek,
Rotel. Heybrook. Clearaudio Phone for used stock
st

We are the South Coast's Premier Hi-Fi Specialist’

TYNE & WEAR

FERROGRAPH SPARES & SERVICES

Reel to reel tape recorder servicing facilities.spare part
and refurbished equipment suppliers.Main brands
supported: Ferrograph and Revox.. In total. around
90% of the enure range of Ferrograph spare parts are
stll avarlable from stock, Our service department also
covers all Ferrograph recorders from the range. Cail
today for further information. Suite 7. Cookson
House. River Drive. South Shields, Tyne and Wear,
NE33 §)X. Tel: 0191 427 7774 Fax.0191 427
5566 E-mail lee@ferrograph win-uk.net.

WARWICIWSHIRE

SOUNDS EXPENSIVE

12 Regent St. Rugby. Warwks CV21 2QF. Tel: 01788
540772 Agents for' Arcam. Audiolab, Awa, Castle,
Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Dual, Kef, Heybrook,
Mission, Marantz. Meridan, Mordaunt-Short, NAD,
Quad. Rotel, Tannoy. TDL. Yamaha & many more. @
year warranty on all hi-fi seperates. 2 Demonstrauon
rooms, Home Trials, All Major Credit Cards Accepted,
Mail Order Welcome. Ring Now For Keenest Prices.
Open Monday - Saturday 9-5.30. If We Havent Got It
it's Probably Not Worth Having.

WEAT MIDEANIS

AMADEUS SOUND & VISION

10 Boldmere Road Sutton Co'dfe'd. West Midlands,
Tel 012! 354 2311 Audio Innovations, B&O, Castle,
fohn Shearn, QED, Rotel. Wharfedale. Single speaker
demo, appts preferred, service available, installations.
B&O link install, home trrals. Access/Visa, interest free
credit avatlable subject to status. 9.30-6.00pm 6 days.

GRIFFIN AUDIO

94 Bristol St., Birmingham, Tel. 0121 622 2230/012}
692 1359 Tues-Sat 10 am -6 p.m Enjoy music at home
with a system from Griffin Audio We demonstrate
and install the very best hi-fi, with systems from £500
to £25.000. Ask for Bob, Tim or Alex Linn, Nam.
Shahinian, Quad, Arcam, Rega, Denon, Marantz, Rotel.

FRANK HARVEY HI FI EXCELLENCE

163 Spon Street Coventry Tel 01203 525200 Fax:
01203 631403 Audiolab - Audio Alchemy-Atacama
Aura - Arcam - Audio Quest - Alphason - Apollo -
Bang & Olufson - Bose - Castle - Canon - Cable Tatk -
Celestion - Chord - Cyrus - Denon - Dual Foundation

HI-FI WORLD

- Heybrook - IXOS - Kef Reference - JBL - JPW - Jamo
- Kenwood - Lasor Disc Marantz - Mendian - Monitor
Audio - Micromega - Mission - Michell Gyrodek
Monster - Morduant Short - Musical Fidelity -
Nakamichi - NAD - Ortofon - Onkyo - Panasonic -
Pioneer - Polk Audio - Quad - QED - REL - Rega -
Revolver - Rogers - Rotel - Royd - Sennheiser -
Systemdek - Target - Teac - Technics - Tannoy -
Thorens - TDL - Van Den Hul - Wessex - Yamaha
Much Much More In Store on 3 Floors 4000 SQ Feet
with 3 Dedicated Hi Fi Demo Rooms of the very Best
Hi Fi Plus 2 A’V Demo Rooms Nice staff Nice coffee
Appts Nec. Service Dept. Free Install & Home Trial.
All Credit Facilities. Plus Interest Free Credit. Open
9 30am to 5.30pm Monday to Saturday.

SOUNDS ACADEMY. |52a High Street. Bloxwich
Nr Walsall, W Mids Tel (01922 493499/473499
Audio equipment from leading and specialist brands. 3
demo floors, home trial. Home cinema with instore
demo theatre, in house service dept. and home dems
by app Mail order available. Interest free
credit S.T. Status. Open 6 days. 9am-6pm. Late night
Friday. Expert Advice,Cable Dressing and Free
Installation

WILTSHIRI

AUDIOT

60 Fleet Street. Swindon. (01793) 538222. Great Value
on Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon,
KEF, Linn, Marantz. Meridian, Micromega, Mission,
NAD. Naim, Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Technics,
Trichord Research, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat
9 30-6. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee Free delivery &
nstallavon. 30 day free upgrades. Home
demonstrations. PX_ Selected Interest Free Credit. 2
listening rooms. Home Cinema specialists. BADA
Bonded

WORCESTERSHIRE

SPAINS Hi-FI

2 & 2a New rd, Bromsgate Worc's Tel: 01527 872460.
Aura, Apollo, Audioquest. b&w. Denon, Harmon
Kardon, (bl. vc. Kef. Kenwood. Marantz. Mission, nad.
Nakamichi, Onkyo, Pioneer, qed, rel. Revolver, Rotel.
Sennheiser. Sony, Tannoy, Thorens. etc. 2
Demonstration Rooms. Home Cinema Specialists. 0%
Finance available on sefected products. Part Exchange
welcome. on site service dept, wide range of television,
video, mini systems etc. in stock.

COLORAMA H-FI

27 Kingfisher Walk, Kingsfisher Centre, Reddntch.
Worces B97 4EY {01527) 597260. Marantz, Rotel,
Harman Kardon, Ixos, Sennheiser. Teac. NAD, Onkyo,
TDL. Polk Audio, B&W., Full Pro-logic products. In-
store iintegraated dem facihities No appts required,
service dept. Access, Visa Open 9-5 30, closed
Thursdays.

MIDLAND AUDIO EXCHANGE

181, franche road. Kidderminster, Worcs, DY11 5AD.
Tel. 01562 822236 Mobile. 0421 605966.Open seven
days a week. 9.30am to 6 30pm. By appointment
Eventng demos arranged.2 demo rooms. home demos.
Part exchange always welcome service facility, free
delivery. Analogue Hi-End specialst. Agencies include
Rokan.Rega. Audionote. Audio Alchemy, Apogee,
Proceed, B&W Tech, Heybrook. Sonic fink. Q.L.N. and
many more.Access. Visa and Switch. finance on
request.

WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO

158 Ombersly Road. Worcester WR3 7HA. Tel 01905
458046. Fax. 01905 457585. Naim. Rega, Rotel,
Marantz, Nakamichi, NAD, Audiolab, Roksan,
Meridtan, B&W, Audio Research. Krell, Martin Logan,
Arcam 9-5.30 Mon-Sat. eve's by appt only

YORKSHIRE (NORTH}

CLARITY Hi-Ft

PHONE MIKE ON 01723 503432 Friendly polite new
business, free estimates advice. no VAT  All work
guaranteed specialist in Repairs, Servicing.  All makes
including Valve Equipment, Audio upgrades V.CR.S.
All work considered. PLugs, sockets.tapes,
headphones, microphones, etc. Brand names like
Q.E.D./Goldring/Demion/Audio Quest etc. To find
out more feel free to phone between 9.00am9.00pm
Mon to Sat

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)

SOUNDWAVE AUDIO

22 Lord Mayor’'s Walk. York. YO3 7THA. Tel. 01904
646309. Hi-Fi sales incl. NAD, Onkyo, Dali, Cerwin
Vega. Teac, Kenwood, Ortofon, Aichemist, jamo and
many others. In-house workshops for repairs and svcg.
on all makes. Dem-room incl. Home Cinema, No
pushy sales staff’! Just good equipment and a friendly
atmosphere.

MOORGATE ACOUSTICS

8 Westgate Chambers, Rotherham Tel: 01709 370666.
184 Fitzwilliam Street. Sheffield Tel: 01142 756048 -
Audio Alchemy, Atacama. Arcam, Audio Lab, Audio
Quest. Beyer, Bose, Canon, Castle. Cyrus. Celstion,
Denon, Jamo, john Shearn (Amplifiers). Linn, Marantz,
Mission. REL (Sub Woofers), Rogers (Speakers &
Amplifiers), Royd, Sennheiser, Spendor, Tannoy ‘D",
T.DL.. Techmcs, Yamaha Demo rooms (6). Home
Cinema. Access. Visa. Switch, Interest free credit
(details available upon request), up to 5 years
guarantee

HIFI STUDIOS DONCASTER

The best range of quality hi-fi in the north of England -
Unison valve amps and phono stages, Michell Gyrodec
and Orbe - Alchemist amplifiers, Electrocompantet.
Sugden. john Shearne amplifiers, TDL, Audio Alchemy.
Proac, Ruark. Castle. Teac. Impulse Horns, Densen
Amplifiers, Apogee, Stemfoort. Kinshaw, Pink Triangle,
Morel Speakers, Heybrook. Monitor Audio. Harbeth,
Keswick Audio Research Speakers, AMC, CR
Developments (Valves), Art Audio (Valves), REL
Subwoofers, Exposure, Target. Sonic Link, Chord.,
Audio Quest + Yamaha & Kfipsch Home Cinema
Demonstrations, BADA members. Phone Jeff or Neil
on 03302 781387

AUDIO PROJECTS

45 Headingley Lane. Leeds Tel: (0113) 2304565 Linn,
Arcam, Quad, Audiolab. Musical Technology. Teac etc
Installation. Home Trials. Home Cinema. Multi-room.
Tues-Fri 9.30-6.00. Sat 1000-5.00.

YORKSHIRE 1WEST

AUDIO REFLECTIONS

For friendly advice from one of the UK's longest
established, truly independent audio consultants.
Audition some of the worlds finest equipment. Chord
pre-power amps, Spendor, SP9/1, SP7/1, SP1 2, SP2 3,
ATC "SCM200A. 100A, 50A. 20 & 10 & SCA2 preamp..
AVI, Sumo, Castle. Harbeth. Restek. Bryston. TEAC,
van den hul etc. Demonstrations by arrangement ‘n
Leeds. or in your own home without obligation For
further detailscontact *John Bleakley. Phone/Fax Leeds
(0113) 252 8850 (evening calls welcome.)} Generous
part exchange and second hand equipment available

PREMIER AUDIO

Wakefield (01924) 255045 A brand new company
offering a range of exciting Audiophile products
carefully selected and professionally demonstrated.
E includes Audio Synthesis, Chord Company,
Classe. cable Talk, DPA, EAD. Exposure, Harbeth,
Kora, Mirage, Myryad,Orelle, Trichord and many
others demonstration facilities. Home demonstrations
& Free installauion Part Exchange & used equipment
Avallable. telephone for details and opening offers.

HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE

4 Cross Church St. Huddersfield. (01484) 544668,
B&W, Cyrus, Kenwood, Denon, Rotel. Arcam, Musical
Fidelity. Quad. Audio Lab. Marantz. Mission, ect. Dem
facilives - appointment reqd Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Thurs 9-
8. Closed Wed. Free installation, credit facibties.
Access. Visa

CENTRAL

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER

52 Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840 Rose S5t
Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, | Haddington Place,
Edinburgh 0131 556 790t and 44 Cow Wynd, Fatkirk
01324 629011. Audiolab. Cyrus. Sound-Bytes.
Meridian. etc Most major Brands stocked. Free five
year guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen prices,
JAMES KERR & Co.. 145 Bath St. Glasgow 0141
226 5711. Glasgow's ofdest established hifi specialist.
now at new Iarger premises

LOTHIAN

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER

52 Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840 Rose St
Edsnburgh 0131 220 1535, | Haddington Place.
Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd. Falkirk
01324 629011. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes.
Mertdian, etc. Most major Brands stocked, Free five
year guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen prices,
JAMES KERR & Co . 145 Bath 5t Glasgow 0141
226 5711, Glasgow's oldest established hifi speciabist.
now at new larger premises

MUSIC MILL

72 Newhaven Road. Edinburgh EH6 5QG. Tel: 0131
555 3963 Fax: 0131 555 3964. Stockists of Absolute
Sounds, Naim Audio, McINTOSH, D.P A, AVI,
Alchemist. PRO-AC, Marantz. Mon-Sat 10-6.00 pm.
Contact Al, Mark. Fraser and Mike.

GRAMPIAN

HOLBURN Hi-FI

441 Holburn Street, Aberdeen, Tel: 01224 585713,
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Celestion, Denon, Dual, Epos,
Heybrook. ION. Kenwood. Creek, Marantz. Meridian,
Mission. Cyrus. M.S., NAD, Nakamichi, Pioneer, QED,
Quad. Revox. Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, Technics,
Wharfedale. Yamaha. 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat

AYRSHIRI

THE SOUND FOUNDATION

The Sound Foundatton, 22 Nelson Street. Kilmarnock,
Ayrshire. KA1 IBA. (01563) 574185. Equipment by
Sugden. Audio Note, ProAc. Harbeth. Michell. Castle,
Voyd. Trichord Research, Firax and Stands Unique. Full
credit facilities avarlable, all major credit cards
accepted.

STRATHCEYDH

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER

52 Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840, Rose St
Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, | Haddington Place.
Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd, Falkirk
01324 629014. Audiofab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes,
Meridian, etc. Most major Brands stocked Free five
year guarantee on all loudspeakers. keen prices,

JAMES KERR & Co. |45 Bath St Ghasgow 0141
226 5711. Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist.
now at new larger premises

STEREO STEREOQ

278 St Vincent Street. Glasgow. Tel: 0141 248 4079 E
mail Stereo @ ¢ix. compulink.co.uk We will supply the
most musical sound for your budget and if you take
the time to visit us we will take the ume to return the
comphment with free installation of your chosen
equipment Open 10-6 00pm closed Sunday, Tuesday
Instalfauon Nauon-wide interest free credit available

SRS 1./ V) —
COUNTY DOWN

CLONEY AUDIO

55 MainStreet, Blackrock, Dubtin,
Tel 2889449/2888477Fax. 2834887 Products include
Arcam. Classe, Phitips. Rogers, Epos. B&W, Naim
Audio. Meridian and others. Open Tues/Sat 10am-6pm,
Thurs Fr 'ull 9pm Closed Mondays.

= = WALES--

NORTH WALTS

ACOUSTICA

17 Hoole Rd. Chester CH2 3NH Tel: 01244 344227
All that's best in Hi-Fi from Epos. KEF. Teac. Royd,
Linn, Rega. Naim, Arcam, Audiotab, Ruark. Rote! and
many more Multi room systems from Linn Knekt
Superb demonstrauon faciliues, home demonstratons
and installation a pleasure. We offer the best products,
the best service and the best sounds Open Tuesday to
Saturday. evenings by appointment.

ACTON GATE AUDIO

4 Ruabon Road, Wrexham, North Wales, Tel.01978
364500. Audio Visual Specialists. Awa, Arcam. Aura,
Bose. B&W, Beard, Canon. Celestion, Castle. Denon.
Jamo. Marantz. Michell, Mission, Mordaunt Short, Pro-
Ject. Musicat Fidehty, NAD, Nacamichi, Micromega.
QUAD, Radford, Rotel, Rega. Ruark. Tannoy, Thorens,
UKD, Yamaha, DSP Club Member, Demo Room.
nstallation service. Easy Parking and Motorway access.
All major credit cards accepted. 9.30 - 5.30 daily
Closed Weds pm.

ELECTRO TRADER

t9 Colwyn Crescent. Rhos on Sea. Colwyn Bay,
Ciwyd. Wales, LL2B 4RN. (01492) 548932. NOW
APPOINTED SUGDEN DEALER FOR THE NORTH
WEST. Rotel. Yamaha, NAD, Harman, Kardon. Teac.
Alphason, Heco, Infimty, KEF, |BL, Sugden.Tannoy,
Rotel Michi, Haybrook, Acoustic Research, RUar¢ and
Soundstyle tri-pod racks etc. Dem room appts
preferred. Home trial. Free install. Access, Visa. Open
9.30- 1.00, 2.00 - 5.30 Mon-Sat.

GLAMORGAN 1SOLU TH)

AUDIO EXCELLENCE

134-6 Crwys Road Cardiff CF2 4NR, Tel. 01222
228565 Fax 01222 398201. All that's best i hi-fs
carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly
knowledgeable staff. at prices to suit all budgets.
Delivery and installation. home dems, part exchange. in
house workshops. full credic facilities with interest free
on selected items. Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 - 5.30
Closed Monday.

SOUND DR. JULES

SWANSEA 01792280 061. Call now for price hst, UK
or overseas Hi end new and pre-owned hi-fi at an
affordable price. Home tral prior to purchase.
Reliable courier service and repair service. Friendly
and enthusiastic advice. day or evening seven days a
week. A service to suit you.

GEAMORGAN WIS D

AUDIO EXCELLENCE

9 High Street. Swansea, SA{ ILE Tel. 01792 474608
Fax. 01792 645087. All that's best in hi-fi carefully
selected and demonstrated by friendly knowledgeable
staff, at prices to suit all budgets. Delvery and
nstallation, home dems, part exchange, in house
workshops, full credit facilities with interest free on
selected items. Tuesday — Saturday 9.00 - 5.30. Closed
Monday.

e\ INYL

VIVANTE - LONDON

74 Heathfield North,Twickenham TW2 7QW, Tel:
018189t 3433. One of the UK's fargest importer and
distributor of audiophile and conventional vinyl 15 now
operating a mail order service specialising in jazz and
classical reissues. Labels include Decca, London,
Deutche Gramaphon, Archiv, EMI, Telefunken,
Testament. Verve. MPS, Milestone, Fantasy, Pablo and
more. Extensive catalogue avaable. Access/Visa
accepted.

RECORD MALL ORDER

LIONEL’S VINYL PO Box 22 Bygleswade Beds
SGI8 878 Te! 01767 314936 Fax 01767 318462 E-
Mait mafe34(@dial pipex com We stock a large range
of quality astured secondhand vinyi. cowsring the
whols musica spectrum All purchases ure fully
guariteed and we will professionaly clean records
prior to posting. if requested Al albums are prced to
sed quekly (from £ 00L P ) and Wor'dwide Export
2 sprcabty; Send A4 SAE or Phone 01767 314936
now for free catalogue
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Moil Order
Suppliers of
Quality Hi-Fi
Accessoaries

CHORD CO

VAN DEN HUL
DNM RESON
SONICLINK
NORDOST
AUDIO QUEST
CARDAS

KIMBER

QED

XLO
SENNHEISER
STAX

ORTOFON

LYRA

AUDIO ALCHEMY
BLACK DIAMOND
STANDS UNIQUE

CONNECTIONS

TEL/FAX: 01244 401280
E-Mail: sound.connections @dial.pipex.com

CHORD COMPANY SIREN
INTERCONNECT
“DIFFERENT CLASS

1m £65.00

THE COMPLETE RANGE OF
CHORD COMPANY CABLES ARE
AVAILABLE FOR HOME TRIAL

Tel/Fax/E-Mail
For Our Latest
Product & Price List.

HOME TRIAL
SERVICE

52 Green Lane, ON SELECTED

play

consultants

dio

AV I
NEAT
TOTEM
TRICHORD
ALCHEMIST
SONNETEER
HEYBROOK
MICHELL
ROYD
LFD
ETC

cheshire’s alternative hi-fi specialists
demonstrations by appointment

TARGET Great Sutton, RANGES :F
H CABLES
wer BN ACCESSORIES tel/fax CHESTER (01244) 401290

MUSICAL FIDELITY
- and many more

Mon - Fri 9.30 a.m. - 8.00p.m. {Sat tolp.m.)

e-mail replay@dial.pipex.com

CR DEVELOPMENTS LTD

TEL: (44) 01702 469055
FAX: (44) 01702 601883
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Peter Herring

€Cello Concerto in B minor
Op104

Variations on a Rococo Theme
for Cello and Orchestra
Mstislav Rostropovich, cello;
Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra;
conductor, Herbert von
Karajan

DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON ‘THE
ORIGINALS' 447 413-2 (ADD/60.21)

Though many concertos draw upon a
dialogue built upon tensions and
conflicts between soloist and orchestra
for their impact - Beethoven's Fourth
Piano Concerto is a shining example - a
successful concerto recording
nevertheless remains the product of a
partnership, and one preferably of co-
operation rather than confrontation.
However, it is often of benefit if the
personalities involved in that
partnership have much in contrast as
well as in common.

That was surely true of the Russian
cellist Mstislav Rostropovich and the
Austrian conductor Herbert von
Karajan when Deutsche Grammophon
brought them together in the autumn of
1968 to record two of the masterworks
of the cello repertoire, the B minor
concerto of Antonin Dvorak, and the
Rococo Variations of Rostropovich’s
compatriot Peter Tchaikovsky.

HI-FI WORLD

A month to mark two notable anniversaries, a bicentenary and a

quincentenary, to welcome two outstanding reissues, and to celebrate a

Verdi homecoming - but not to Italy.

The cool, polished approach of
Karajan was to prove the perfect foil
for the warm-hearted passion of his
soloist, and the collaboration brought
out the finest qualities in both
musicians. Where Rostropovich might
have enjoyed some dalliance and a
degree of self-indulgence -
understandable in a work which gives
the soloist so many opportunities for
lyrical outpouring - Karajan was left to
exercise a subtle and flexible control
over the proceedings.

The result had satisfying cohesion,
but also a momentum and spontaneity
that was irresistible. The Berlin
orchestra, too, made a significant
contribution to what became almost as
much a political event as a musical one.
There were many in the Moscow
hierarchy who were less than
enamoured with the idea of the Soviet
Union’s finest cellist (and one of the
most outspoken and courageous critics
of its regime) coming to West Berlin to
perform with West Germany's finest
orchestra and its legendary principal
conductor, not least because von
Karajan’s relationship with the Nazi
party remained something of a grey
area.

These famous recording sessions
took place in Berlin’s Jesus-Christus
Kirche in September 1968, with Gunter
Hermanns engineering a fine sound
picture: a touch larger than life,
perhaps, but that suited the character of
the performances. Tchaikovsky’s
elegant, charming and balletic pastiche
provided an ideal contrast to the heady
grandeur and intensity of the Dvorak
concerto.

Allowing that differences in
mastering levels and so forth, not to
mention replay systems, colour the
validity of any comparison between the
LP and CD, | can vouch that the new
transfer has a clear edge over my,
admittedly elderly, vinyl pressing (SLPM
139044). The sound is agreeably
brighter and more vivid (the vinyl is

noticeably duller in comparison), and
there is a greater sense of the acoustic
space. It is also inescapable that the
colours and detail of the score have
emerged altogether cleaner and fresher,
as has the warm, richly resonant tone of
Rostropovich's instrument. DG's
remastering has done full justice to the
original master of this memorable
recording. It is readily apparent why,
within a year of its release, it had
collected major prizes in Germany,
France and Japan, and why, in more
than the musical sense, it fully merits
that much-overworked description
*historic’.

_ "OCKEGHEM- G

> THE CLERKS’ GROUP
Ednand Wi

“8

Missa Prolationum
Humilium decus

Gaude coelestis Domina/In
Hydraulis, et al.

ASV GAUDEAMUS CD GAU 143
(DDD/65.20)

This year marks the five hundredth
anniversary of the death of Johannes
Ockeghem, now perhaps a somewhat
shadowy figure from the late medieval
period, but in his day the most
celebrated singer and composer in
northern Europe.
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Stereophite “The most natural amp I've used.”
D.AS.

J.G.H. “... the most accurate amplifier he’s
heard. The highs are smooth but not sweet,
the midrange was nothing short of
remarkable, the SO0AE (M) has a superbly
powerful well defined and extended bass.
Highly recommended.”

LL. SS. JGH. would argue for class A rating for

-~

the 500 AE(M)

Boulder 1ot

50URCE

MUTE

Bauider Amphiess
Rwrga ‘rom the " 02M
W 25290 o the S00M
# £5000 with
malkchirg pre anps the
L3AE & £2100 to the
LSM at £3800

Sound Image UK Ltd
52 Milton Road London SW14 8JR
Tel 0181 255 6868 Fax 0181 255 6869

Boulder

HNE Granite Systems.
loudspeaker supports and plinths

HNTE design and manufaciure specialised Hi-Fi equipment producing a range of
‘Cubleway "R and “Lolaticn plinth'R supports for the Fest loudspeakers from the
finest diantond pelished granites, giving remarkable improvements according 1o our

customers and reviewers. The designs give extraordinary vgidity, stability, isolation

‘Cableway’®

and damping.

Ouir palished granite is of lugh valie
(the supports use a lot of it), the
design and performance is in a league
of its own and we have a commitment
10 inprove our customers’ equipent -
1r unigue liferime
medificanon and exchange serviee
sives you the fucikity to change and
upgrade your londspeakers in the

o much so that

fuutnre.

tel /fax 01777 708673 for advice and

colotir brochuire
The HNE Group. BaenCroft. Main St.. Hayton. Retford. Notts. DN22 9LF

A selection of dedicated supports and isolation plinths available include:
Allison Apogee ATC AudioNote Audio Physic B&O B&W Bose Boston
Castle Celestior Epos Hurbeth Helius Heybrook Impulse Infinity Jumo
Jordan Watts JPW KAR KEF Linn Lumley Reference Mission Monitor MA
Mordaunt-Short Naim Neat Pioneer Polk Proac Prof Monitor RLF Rega
Rehdeko Rogers Royd Ruark Sonus Faber Spendor Spica Tannoy TDL
Technics Triangle UKD Whartedale Wilson
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Improve the sound of your
Hi-Fi by building and modifying
with Premium Grade components

supplied by AudioCom.

Catalogue Preview

Pure Soft Annealed Silver Wire (99.99% 4N)
Dia (mm) PRICE (£) 1.0 Mtr  PRICE (£)S-per mtr

0.45 3.45 3.22
0.71 5.30 4.72
1.0 8.98 8.05

Nichicon Muse KX-Premium Grade Electrolytics
(Made For Audio featuring OFC Lead-Outs, Low Distortion)

Value Price (£) 1+ Price (£) 5+
25V/100mF 1.05 0.95
25V/470mF 2.00 1.85
25V/1000mF 3.20 3.00
50V/1000mF 7.10 6.60
100V/100mF 2.10 1.95
Sfernice P11 Rotary Poteniometers (Cermet)
Pl 1 Dual Log PCB Mount - 100K £18.25

VISHAY Bulk Foil Resistors - VSRJ (1%, 4ppm)
IR - 20K 1 + £4.50 each 5 +£4.15 each
21K - 50K | + £5.60 each 5 +£5.10 each
S1K - 100K 1 + £8.20 each 5 +£7.20 each

New 1997 Audiophile Parts Catalogue is priced £1.50 (Inc. P&P)
redeemable on first order over £10.00. Overseas send large S.AE.

Audiocom (U.K) 2 Swallow Tree Gardens, Saundersfoot.
Pembrokeshire. SA69 9DE Tel: 01834 814036
Business Hours - 9.30 AM - 7.00 PM MON 10 SAT
(Answering Machine on during busy periods. if you cannot get
through please leave a message and we will get back to you)

’r] Loricraft Audio

Specialists in Garrard, Thorens and SME

\PSUII MK as wil
now power any Garrard or Thorens turntable ever built irrespective of the
quality of the mains voltage. or frequency. anywhere in the World. In
countries where there is a split frequency a switch version is available.
We are curently working on a larger version for heavier Joads to include
turntable pre amp CD player Tuner.

MK 11 bein built to custom r ¢ and and can

LORICRAFT PRECISION
CRYSTAL OSCILATOR

A device we use ourselves 10 check the function of a turniable when used
in conjunction with a strobe turntable platter or precision disc such as the
SME. This we have found to be invaluable in our design work and is
more accurate than the most expensive frequency counter. We have kept
expensive packuging of the product itself and other associated trim to the
minimum.

£50.00 OR £70.00 with SME Stroboscope Disc.

{ We supply and service Garrard. Thorens and other high quality turntables |
using genuine and newly manufactured parts to original specifications. |
Also manufacturers of the worlds finest Plinth for Garrard 301401 |
Thorens TD 124 now with Smm covers and finest hinges if required ‘
including Technics SP10 |

\

BYWORTH MUSIC

All of the above Loricraft products are on demonsiration together with
amplifiers by Beam Echo, Heybrook Loudspeakers. Quad Electrostatic
Loudspeakers with an extensive library of music. l

Please ring Peter Daniel on 01252 710910

; LANE, GOOSE GREEN, LAMBOURNE, BERKSHIRE, RG17 8XQ
Suppliers of Art Audio Amplifiers, Goldring, Ortofon & SME

HI-FI WORLD
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Ockeghem was born around 1430,
at Dender in Flanders (now in Belgium).
As a boy, he became a chorister in
Antwerp Cathedral, and in his youth,
was employed in the chapel of the Duke
of Bourbon. By 1454, he was in Paris,
composer and chaplain in the service of
Charles VII. He later moved to Tours,
taking the post of treasurer at the
Abbey of St Martin and remaining there
until his death in 1497.

His musical legacy of Mass settings,
motets and chansons amply illustrates
the development that polyphonic
composition was undergoing during the
mid- to late fifteenth century, a
development that was due in no small
measure to the contribution of
Johannes Ockeghem.

Ockeghem was a great teacher, with
Antoine Busnois and Josquin Des Prez
among the most notable of his pupils.
Both expressed their admiration for
their mentor in music, and Busnois’s
tribute, the motet In Hydraulis, is one
of five pieces selected by The Clerks’
Group to accompany their sumptuous
rendering of Ockeghem’s Missa
Prolationum; it makes for very effective
and satisfying programming.

The Mass setting is a glorious
example of the richness of medieval
polyphony, its canonic complexity
comparable to, say, the interwoven
filigree stonework of a gothic vault. But
just as such ajvault can be appreciated
for its overall effect without delving into
its architectural intricacies, so it is with
Ockeghem’s music. Simply_enjoy its
splendour.

Busnois is also represented by
Gaude coelestis, a motet only recently
identified as the ‘missing’ work
mentioned by.the music theorist,
Johannes Tinctoris. However, the
attributio?t of the masterly Humilium
decus to Jacob Obrecht must remain
speculative, although it bears all the
hallmarks of his style. Thelleast-known
of the composers represénted here is
Jean Pullois, butihis four-part motet Flos
de spina is a gem, hissetting enhancing
the vivid poetic imagery of the words,
which are derived from a Christmastide
cantio.

Although only a ten-strong choir,
The Clerks’ Group achieves an
impressive sonority in the acoustic of St

& -

Hi-FI WORLD

Andrew’s Church, West Wratting in
Cambridgeshire. They have been
superbly recorded by Paul Proudman
and his Proudsound, team. With its
rhythmic awareness and exemplary
clarity of line; EBdward Wickham's choir
is perfectly equipped to put the case for
Johannes Ockeghem in this anniversary
year. That there are more‘issues in the
pipeline, including a performance.of the
extraordinary Requiem Mass, only adds
to the appreciation, and"anticipation.

VLADO PERLEMUTER
RAVEL Piano Works

Oeuvres Pour Piano

Piano Works

Vlado Perlemuter, piano
NIMBUS NI7713/4 (2 CD SET)
(ADD/123.32)

If memory serves me, these were
among the first - if not the first -
recordings to appear on the fledgling
Nimbus label back in the mid-seventies.
As early examples of Nimbus’s then-
radical ‘we edit to save a performance,
not to create one’ philosophy, Vlado
Perlemuter’s Ravel performances gave
rise to a fair measure of controversy. |
recall one leading publication being so
antagonistic in its criticism as to sour
relations between it and Nimbus for a
lengthy period.

In retrospect, | am certain a major
factor in this criticism was that most
commentators simply hadn’t
encountered recordings quite like these
before. The typical recorded piano
sound tended to be closely-focused,
with a dry, often boxy acoustic. The
exaggerated stereo image gave the
impression of an instrument twenty feet
wide!

Nimbus’s approach was the utter

antithesis of this. The piano was
balanced at a natural distance from the
microphone, which was also allowed to
capture the amply reverberant acoustic
to the full, and it suited the atmosphere
and crystalline textures of Ravel’s piano
music down to the ground.

Twenty years on, and returning to
those first LPs (Nimbus 2101-03), | hear
no significant masking of detail or lack
of focus, and this is even more the case
with the fuller, moresbrilliant sound of
the CD transfers. But perhaps the most
agreeable quality of these recordings,
which incidentally were taped in the
summer of 1973 in Nimbus’s first.studio
in Birmingham (not, as is often wrongly
stated, in the grand mansion at
Wyastone Leys), is the way the listener
is embraced by.the acoustic and so
made to feél part of the musical
experience, Listening 1o 'some piano
recordings, with their brittleness and
airlessness, can be a fatiguing
experience, as I'm sure you have
encountered for yourselfylbut not'here.

Equally, twenty years’ familiarity has
not left me tired of Vlado Perlemuter’s
performances, with their Unique
authority and special insights. The
playing isn’t flawless - Perlemuter was in
his seventies when he made these
recordings - but is infinitely preferable
to technical perfection from a pianist
with no innate empathy with, or
understanding of the music.

Perlemuter studied all Ravel’s works
for solo piano with the composer, and
Ravel was present at two recitals in
1929 when Perlemuter presented the
complete oeuvre. Almost forty years
on, Perlemuter was still clearly relishing
the opportunity to play music for which
he has such evident affection. His
playing flows unhindered and without
hesitation, and with a refreshing
absence of mannerism or artifice.

Ravel’s piano music is a sublime
mixture of the arcane and the modern,
each work crafted with jewel-like
precision and refinement. But a poetic
heart beats beneath this polished
surface, and Perlemuter never loses
sight of this. More importantly, his
playing unfailingly communicates this
quality, something which transcends any
technical lapses. Only the churlish or
pedantic would fail to find these two
CDs absorbing and rewarding @
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Don Carlos

Jose van Dam; Roberto
Alagna; Thomas Hampson;
Eric Halfvarson; Csaba
Airizer; Karita Mattila;
Waltraud Meier; Choeur du
Theatre du Chatelet; Orchestre
de Paris; conductor, Antonio
Pappano

EMI CLASSICS 5 561252 2 (3 CD SET)
(DDD/205.43)

Verdi completed the first incarnation of
his epic opera Don Carlos in 1867, its
grand scale designed to meet the
demands of the Paris Opera. However,
this five-act version, in
French, was subsequently
to undergo massive
revision, most notably in
1884 when the composer
took the drastic action of
cutting out the entire first
act, save for one aria.

This new version, with
its libretto translated into
Italian, had its premiere at
La Scala, Mifan, on January
10, 1884, but its success
did not dissuade Verdi's
publisher, Ricordi, from
bringing out a five-act
score with the first act
restored.

In recent times, both
four- and five-act versions
have been staged and
recorded: Herbert von
Karajan, at Salzburg, and
Riccardo Muti, at La Scala, have both
opted for the former, while Carlo
Maria Giulini and Claudio Abbado have
both elected to conduct the five-act
Don Carlos. In the latter's case, the
recording was the first to be made in
the original French.

By rights, Abbado's should have
been the version to outstrip all rivals,
and the cast - led by Placido Domingo -
is unquestionably impressive. But the
performance is ultimately unconvincing,
both dramatically and musically, and the
recorded sound is disturbingly uneven.

In this new recording, the [talian
conductor, Antonio Pappano, and the

”
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Swiss producer, Luc Bondy, make a
much better fist of things and the
result,<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>