


kr^^^fM rdJfAm L\mM' ffySA hA^^sMrA Ri f .',v,.'?.^<i/.^.'>,.^-';|f'?-y1 M, 

'i ^ I)'A 

\f A. !r Ai/n 'A B>^\i;^'»/\ •,:!»»»\'K/'P'''iiA':A5'i ..A^.'^^'’-' 
Ai\ C'Vw^'^'’ A"' ’'Ac''^\/? iA .r^A^^ //f^lM^f^^^ f^A^irP'rA''[ ^-.'l'(\'^hAi 

'A, 1.1/ 

f 

^ r\* L»'. AAv.l^ AAriR 

y^n'^TA w-^t: Vk 

\ 'iTAa.' C n^Vl'jSS^''//.,^( 
'^A:\..-5? f/:J I(a'}'v» 

L JW* A 
'' ^ IA k'Y'.' a Vi ( ■ V' V V'M' i'/'aA Ia '■ 

ra!/- A'\ AAVrYv fA A''■' A A ^''AA-''f A^A^/ 

VV'r V f- 

i r.y^Kl AA.Yf 

! AI Ij/. V 
AA if^^4.3’'^- ^ 

r^^yf ^'^A I 

m 

k:®AA^^ V ..A\\f aO A^\.' AA\iA aA\^: .a. ''i,'^^0Alf'Ak\:' 
l4'feaK'Su" 

^"V''iAfc'' ^\S^''a''''''(aAKaa:^W'RV AVV ' *Y'' V'^" 'V aAaY/aaY:, gtfk,. 

“'a '\i' ''\u*A'^«':'V 

riv^f ir 



WMm^ 

''' 

■^\ i 
7''/^/^A 

-\\|'Wo ^■''i i;/'- -' 

■--' "lycn'^^'X "V - ^. './-'0"'\i' 

I©,fe.v4 

:01i^a5^i'(!'iO"?.^'{a:;'?1 

a5^^' 

O'^.AN O'* ■■' 





































'yCA/D j/j 

^/t ^//yOZ 

^JS 
yfj 

C^^^oyu^a/ 
' / 

. fy^Z-iy/U^y/ 

;■ •• ■' /^z^-lM./tyj 
z>-a^yzy^l/yi^Zi^£^ 

H
a
s 

h
^
Q

 





// 6/ 

/J/ 
'■ " •■ " /J^ 

/^f 

r/f 

©
P

h
 

©
*pp 

a
c
H
 

^
l^

H
c
s

 









4'Vt^tH^ /(/t/ 

:, /// 

ylA£-/'^/^luk^ /// 

\^6f 

" y7'Pf/Zf^'01^A 

'' " .^o/tyl'U/Uz/ 
M/ 

U/ 
Uf 

'■ '' /^az/P^P^ / 

'' J-yA^'l4zAZA(/ ^(/ 

-//z^/uA //f^ 

'l^/A^P^^PPpiyiAA //A 
_/^(/ 









4: 

■ 

ir 

iA. 





.1 





1 
11 

I 
II 
i 

’ Ectopistes migratoria. 

Middlesex County, Mass, 

1868. 

Sept, 9, A flock of about forty migrating, 

1870. 

July 6. A young female feeding on currants in our garden 
very tame, ’ 

Sept.2-10, 

1875. 

Migrating over Cambridge in immense flocks for three 
or four days, roosting in pine woods. 

Shot a male in Waltham; he was alone, sitting in an 
by the roadside. 

Shot a female at Concord. One of eight sitting 
a oak in high dry woodland. 

Towne found a Wld Pigeons nest containing one egg 
3ston. 

A female in Waverly, 

Sept. 94 Shot a sitting bird in single bird sitting the top 
of a dead tree in the Fresh Pond marshes. 

1876. 

Apr. 23. 

oak 

May 8. 

in ) 

'm 22. 

in 1 

24. 

Sept.30, 

Oct. 7. 

1879. 
July 29, 

One in the road near Walden Pond was so tame that 
my horse nearly stepped on it before it flew (Concord). 

A pair on the Assabot River, Concord. 

A pair flying together near Fifty Acre Meadow (Cone- 
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Ectoistes migratoria. 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

1871. i 
May 30- ij 
June 10. ii 

1873. ■ 

I 
Aug. 29. jj 

Sept. 1. ;i 

1874. 

Aug, 

4. 

10. 

11. 

18. 

20. 

Oe 
1882. 
t.8-22; 

Common and seen nearly evory day, sometimes in pairs 
often in flocks of tworitv or more. 

Sav; several small flocks along the vrooded banks of 
Cambridge River above the dam. 

Abundant and now collecting into large flocks. 

Shot an adult male in fine plumage. 

Started three along the brook on Upton ’dill. 

Sav/ a pair flying over, high. 

Saw several along Peaslee’s Urook. 

Saw a flock of about thirty flying over the v/oods 
near Leonard’s Pond. 

: Iri the blueberry pasture opposite Peaslee’s, found 
a flock of about a dozen. 

Killed two from a flock of about t\¥enty-five in the 
pasture opposite Peasloo’s. They come there for the 
blueberries and raspberries and are very tame. Their 
flight at times is swifter than that of any other bird 
that I know, and their habit of scaling and tv;isting 
then passing through the vroods makes them very difficult 
to shoot. 

One seen October 8; it is ve’y rare hero. 
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Ectipistos migratoria. 

1866. 
Aug. 30. 

1870. 

July 1. 

S0pt.2-if) 

1874. 

Jan. 14. 

Apr. 16. 

Sav/’ five flying together (West Ainosbur$,Mass, ). 

Started a young female in beach grass (Muskegat Is¬ 
land , Mass . ). 

Abundant frequenting grain stubbles in large flocks. 
When started they alighted in the dead stubs bordering 
the fields. They were rather tame and extremely grace¬ 
ful in their attitudes. Their flight when passing from 
one tree to another was often slow and labored but when 
bound for some distant point they flew with extraordi¬ 
nary swiftness. Large flocks often alighted in the topf 

of beaches, v/here it was very difficult to see them in 
the dense foliage {Porks of the Kennebec,Maine), 

A professional Pigeon snarer v/hom I met to-day in 
Boston, gave me the following information concerning 
this bird: All the Pigeons in the United States, escep- 
ting a fevr straggling pairs or small communities, collect 
yearly now in one immense breeding colony. If persecu¬ 
ted to an excessive degree the breeding place is deser¬ 
ted and another begun a hundred miles or more distant. 
The largest colony he has over seen, was one which he 
visited in 1872 on the eastern shore of Lka o Michigan. 
It was twenty miles long by six to seven miles in width. 
He believes that the birds are increasing and accounts 
for it by the increase of the supply of cereal food. 

The Boston markets are now overflov/ing with Wild 
Pigeons v/hich are said to come from Missouri, The mar¬ 
ket men obtain perfect eggs from the female birds v/’hich 
they sell to collectors. 
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1868 
Zenaidura carolinensis 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Sept.18. One flying over the Brickyard Swamp. 

“ 19. One in the Brickyard Swamp. Probably the same 
bird seen yesterday. 

1876. 
Oct. 27. Shot a male at Concord. It rose some distance 

ahead among scattered birches, and passed me, flying jmset- 
swiftly down wind. It fell through the branches of a 
birch, and before reaching the ground was almost entire¬ 
ly stripped of feathers. 



h 

x©a0XbblW 

* iMiii r ^ v9C^C5 Sm 

.qm«ir8 iirf# WO S.iitH »a0 

arusa eri? .qmair?? 
da«a birid 

edita^alb eraoa aeon fl .b^aaoO ©Xaia M iodS 
T^ai'^n ,em b€>a««q bua ^mdotid b«n«t#saa b^rfa 

a lo .arfoifjid ®H# Xial .b«iw *woJi 
-©tiJrte ^ao^X« 8»w bmiots erfJ sfllxiaaei ©noted bo* ,rt»^Xd 

.a*ieriJ»et to beqqlnJa ti 

.imix 
.fS .#oO 

.-• . '> - 

•a, 

smi- 



Zenaidura carolinonsis 

1867. 
Sopt.2-7* 

1871. 
Oct. 18-20 

1874. 
June 18. 

1875. 
0«t, 20. 

1876. 
May 15. 

Small flocks frequented a long sandy point that 
separates the harbor from the bay. They v/ere shy but 

approached when among the rank beach—grass. 
When startled they rose vath a sharp whirring sound (Ply¬ 
mouth,Mass . ). 

f'l’Qquently started them from old fields grov/n 
up to weeds (Marston’s Mills,Mass,). 

Only tvro seen (Marston’s Mills, Mass,), 

Shot one (Marston’s Mills,Mass). 

One ({Chatham,Mass,), 
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1872 
Canaco canadensis. 

June — 

1873. 

June 28. 

Aug.13. I 
I 

i 

1874. ’ 

July 28 

i 
I 
il 
1 

i: 

July 31. !; 

Maine (Lake Mmbagog). 

Gideon Stone, one of the early settlors of this re¬ 
gion tells me that ho has frequently seen the Spruce 
Grouse drum. Ho describes the performance as ^ollows; 
The male springs from the ground vibrating its v;ings ra¬ 
pidly and rises at an incline of about 45° to some hori¬ 
zontal branch ten or t-/olve feet above the ground, v/hore 
It rests a moment and then returns to the ground on about 
the same incline also drumming as it descends. The 
sound thus produced is much like that of the Ruffod 

Grouse but lacks the preliminary, disconnected thuds 
andis altogether shorter, more hurried, and not as loud 
altiiough it may be heard a considerable distance in still 
weather. 

An adult female with a chick about five days old 
were brought to me alive by one of the guides who took 
them on the Tyler Path. He said that there v/ere ton 
young in the brood. He snared the female in the usual 
manner with a noosoof tvano attached to the end of a 
short polo, passing the noose over her head. 

TV/-0 young 
and about half 
brought to mo. 
berries, check 

birds, a male and female in first plumage 
grown, wore killed on the Tyler Path,.and 

Their crops contained raspberries, blue— 
erborries, fir buds, and needles. 

Amiong the t’oickly growing young firs and soruces 
behind the mill, r eame upon a brood of young Spruce 
Grouse about as large as Quail. They rose t with a 
heavy whirring to the tops of the low firs where they 

sat vmtching me, uttering occasionally a low v/histlin*^ 
noise The mother . . ^Iso alighted on a fir near by and 
ca_led incessantly krM?ck,-kr.uck. krrr-kruck to her young 
Approaching her cautiously I actually got near enough’ 

to prod her in the breast with the muzzle.of my gun'push- 
xng heroff the branch, when she flew rapidly with a 
loud vmirring to anoti-er small tree and allowed mo to 
approach quite as near again. Upon my withdrawing a 
few yards she began to call again, aand the young birds 
answering she shortly after took wing and alighted 

among them. in flight and general altitudes I noticed 
nothing very difPorent from thos.e of the Ruffed Grouse 
The young looked very like those of that bird at a cor¬ 
responding age. 

Came upon the same 
spruces behind the mill. 
vralked out along a sprue 
a turkey cock’s, calling 
tones as his mother. 

brood seen on the 28th, in the 

One of the young, the la-gest, 
e limb v/ith his tail erected like 

continuously in nearly the same 
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1874. 
Canaee canadensis. 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 
li 

(Aug.20) 
ii 

ii ** Shot a female v/hich T flushed in a tangle of rasp-— 
berry buslies in a perfectly open pasture on the side of 
Upton ;ill, nearly one hundred yards from the edge of 
the woods, which for a long distance in, .ware composed 
exclusively of hard woods. 

" 24. Killed a very fine adult male on the road to the 
Sluice. 

" 28. While wal]cing quietly along the Tyler Path just 
beyond the bog I happened to look up and discovered two 
young Spruce Grouse sitting in the branches of small larh 
directly over my head, one v/ith nock outstretched, the 
other squatted close on the limb. They sat perfectly 

motionless, their statuesque figures framed by the deli¬ 
cate green foliage which surrounded them. After watch¬ 
ing them a moment I shot one and missed the other as it 
flew. The bird killed had its crop filled with larch 
needles. 

Sopt. 4. Leaving the Tyler Path to pick up a bird that I had 
shot I came suddenly upon an old male Spruce Grouse. 
As he stood on a little knoll in a clump of bunck berries 
with a stray sunbeam lighting up his dark plumage he pre¬ 
sented a most beautiful appearance and I looked at him 
several; moments before shooting. Henry Douglass kill¬ 
ed another, a fine male in fall plumage. 

“ 11. A very fine adult male shot on the Tyler Path. 

'187S.-. 
June 14. 

i: 
i| 

Between the entrance to the Tyler Path and the bog 
I came upon a fine male Spruce Grouse. He rose from the 
patn with a faint flutter and alighted in a low alder. 
I v/atehed him for some time and noticed that the red 

space over the eye was very conspicuous; that he held 
his tail high with the under covert striking down below 

It; and that he turned his head very slowly and steadi¬ 
ly Bftd slowly as if it were moved by automatic machinery. 
At length I turned to walk away to fair shooting distance 
when he imriodiatoly took v^ing, flying directly after m 

along Ghe path and actually alighting within six feet of 
my neels. The next moment afterwards, ho’vever ho 

^ low’limb \mer0 C shot him. 

1879. 

l^ay 24. ■ 
In tho v7oods imnodiatoly bohintj tho house I dis- 

iTout v,alkod deliborat. 
ly out along tho limb and began to food. Plucking mou*h- 
fdls 01 noodles with a quick, nervous notion 
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1879. 
Canaea canadonsis. 

riaino (Lako Ilmbagog). 

8 

(May 30 Oscar Moss vdio has often seen this Grouse druta 
described it as follov/s: The malo" flies straight up¬ 
ward from thoground to the height of fifteen or twenty 
foot, and as it descends produces a muffled roll exactly 
like the closing part of the Puffed Grouse’s. The favor¬ 
ite haunts of this Grouse here are said to be larch 
sv/amps. 

1880. 
ay 19. 

Alva 0o';lidge tolls mo that a nest containing thir- u- b ijoiiuaining tnir- 
teea eggs was found several years since in the open end 
of a hollow log in the larch bog on Mollidgowalk Stream. 
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1866. 
May 19. 

1867. 
Nor, 30. 

1868. 

Fob. 1. 

Oct. 24. 

1870, 

Apr, 27. 

May 23, 

1871. 
June 17. 

1872, 
Fob. 22. 

Bonaza umbella. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Nest with ton eggs. 

Found a place yesterday where several hah roosted on 
a low scrubby pine; visited the spot to-day and by the 
signs judged they had passed the night there also. 

My dog flushed one in the Pine Swamp that v^as ap¬ 
parently lying under the snow. Upon shooting and dis¬ 
secting it I found its crop filled with buds (with parts 
of the stems attached)—maple buds predominating, 

& bird came into Fresh Pond this afternoon which I 
took for a Rudy Duck. It passed entirely around the 
pond, a distance of at least a mile and a half, flying 
at a height of about tv^-onty feet above water, then pit¬ 
ched into the oak woods lining the shore. Upon follow¬ 
ing it I found it to bo a Ruffed Grouse. 

Nest vath one egg v/hich the female sat on till nearly 
stopped upon. The locality^/was the edge of a small 
open grove near a house, and with farmers working close 
at hand. The nest 7/as placed in a slight hollow at 
the foot of a tree, and was composed of leaves and the 
abdonina'i feathers of the parent bird. I visited the 
place at intervals till May 17 when she finished her 
laying of ten eggs and began to incubate them. While 
sitting she would remain perfectly motionless until my 
hand was v/ithin a few inches of her tail, not so much as 
moving a feather or rolling her fiery eyes; then with a 
startling suddenness would rise directly from the nest 
with the usual loud whiring. Whenever I found her ab¬ 
sent from the nest the eggs were always covered up in the 
most careful manner. 

Nest eleven fresh eggs. 

Two broods of young, although not larger than a 
Bluebird they rose easily, uttering a cheeping cry, and 
flying a hundred yards or more alighted in low trees or 

mother was very bold approaching within a 
yar d and making a noise p ocisely like the whining 

of a dogy also clucking "^rapidly, ® 

Started forty in Concord and Carlisle. 
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1874 
Bonasa umbella, 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

25. 

Nov* 9« 

18, 

Dec, 5. 

30, 

1875, 

Fob. 10. 

Apr. 27. 

May 27. 

June 14. 

Started twelve at Concord. 

One started by my dog flew up and alighted in a 
birch v/hera I shot it. 

Started four over the same ground hunted yesterday; 
several birds left yesterday were, however, gone to-day* 
a fact which-confirms Melvin’s idea that thev have alreadv 
begun their migration. 

Shot a female in a cedar tree in Watertown. She sat 
perfectly still with out stretched neck and feathers 
drawk close. 

4.U which I found in mixed cedars and birches near 
the Waverly mill-pond, lay as closely as Woodcock my 
seibtor getting steady points on all but one This 
unusual behavior was probably due to the fact that a rain 
last ni ght had thoroughly wetted the leaves and under- 
grov/th. 

i” Western; they trere nearly all 
found in alder runs and most of them lay nearly as well 

Quail. In one place our dogs made five consecutive 
points on birds in a little open meadow among tussocks. 

Started about twenty in Lincoln. 

We started forty-eight in Concord and killed ten. 
Many of them were found in very open ground. One which 
was dxstxnctly seen to alight in a thick white pine could 

TiL '''' f’rightened out probably apprecia- 
concealment afforded by the thick bran- 

One shot through the head towered to a great 
ight and fell within a hundred yards of us. 

Tf T, at Watertown 
It had haunted this locality all winter. 

One drumming on a stone v/all in Lexington. I 

inrifthr ”‘“’•“^''8 an Idtdr found him drunn,- 
onl in'"’®'!. I romombor hearing 
one (perhapwothe same bird) four years ago. i believe^ 

--y sca^:::: 

A male drumming. 

crying for admission at a closori ^ 

one chick which was apparently about a week-old! 
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1875* 
Bonasa umbella. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

(June 2ljl. A female with a brood of about a dozen young feeding 
in the road, in Lincoln. The young—pretty little 
fellows—ran about precisely inn the manner of nev/ly- 
hatehed chickens. Sometimes one would pick up a seed 
or other choice morsal and start off, hotly pursued by 
two or three envious, but less fortunate companions. 
The old hen walked slowly along, keeping her body erect 
and once hopped on a fallen log where she called out ’ 

'to collect her scattered brood v/hich 
eame running in from all directions in obedience to the 
summons. When I approached they all took wing (although 
they could not have been more than a week old)•alighting 
in low bushes and along the tops of stone AYall* I con- 

' cealed myelf and after a few moments they began to lisn 
in a high anxious key scree, scree, screL. 

Sept. 7. As usual in September next to none are to bo found. 
Melvin started only one in a long tramp at Concord last 
week. 

Heard one drum eight or ten times in succession ( 
(Belmont). ' 

Started seven in Belmont. 

One started in Belmont, Upon being fired at it 
mounted into the air at the height of several hundred 
foot and literally flew out of sight across the open 
country. 

i: ® and 
? bushes not exceeding six feet square, in the 

oitin °P™ fiew; they lay clise as „ 
eot ouJoJ ® °P them and flew after we had got out of gun-shot. 

Started one in the Maple Swamp, and tv/o in the Pine 

TolTiililn? ■’r" ««t°of%Je thre°: 
\ ^ ^ake the 

anH^tb ^ although the air was perfectly still 
rather more than the psual eoleri- 

flushed twice in the tangled thickets bordering Pout 

dpward aTi^hLr^"® T -“'‘-I® PMg 

unusual the body being nearly horizonJarLrthrntcJ 
not particularly stretched out. 

Started thirty-fivo in Concord, and killed four 
ey are exceedingly tenacious of life at this s^ncin* 

One at which eight shots were firof struc^Jorc^^ • 

»Ln rr°*'’ PK'ttbhing nearly to the ground 

one hunSr°c:”a?ds'::f;enr':?roJ:r“L’''’'®d‘ went oil over the woods apparently 
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1876. 
Bonasa umbolla, 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

(Dee.3) as v/ell as ever. We finally saw it strike into a 
pine at least a quarter of a mile from the place where 
it started, and upon going to the place found it nearly 
a hundred yards beyond. Both eyes were pierced by the 
shot one leg was broken and blood flov/ed from several 
wounds in the body. Another bird had both legs 
and the end of one v/ing nearly stripped of fieathers, yet 
it flew about the usual distance and started again from a 
pine \7ith nearly as much vigor as at first. Most of 
these Grouse were found in alder-runs. They flew direct 
ly to the thickets pines and generally alighted in th^ 
If we passed under, or nearly under, the tree the bird 
would usually out fly getting under way with marvelous 
rapidity. The crops of two which I examined contained 
chiefly clover leaves with a few cranberries and acorns. 

9. Shot a fine male in a swamp in Belmont. His cron 

berries of the privet and the wild- 

Shot a female in the Pine Swamp. 

Started throe in an alder run. They were lying with 
in a yards of ons another. The firsi rose Ute?- 

thi?d "ud!”*’ 

bettreen Robbins’s mills and 
Concord bagging six to tv/o guns. The day vas still and 
vrarm and most of these Grouse were found in very open 
situations. Several lay very closely. JrL aral 

started rose within four feet of his nose Thov oi-n ^ 
wonderfully tenacious of life at this season. All six 

witrL^*"^^ secured by being wing-tipped, though 
^ exception, all vrero more or less shot in the * 

body and one literally riddled with No. 7 shot one 
upon being shot at pitched headlong to the earth but 
When within four feet of it recovered hiiLjraL slik- 

the woods being marked by th,^:^®^ ‘glnf 
another, mortally wounded, stalked slowly over^the grou^J 

rveTs::r-eisfhL°TiiviL^:i- - 

h^j: --h fhf bi™ - ® -- 
each dovmward movement of the hta-nn ^ ^ ^ 
fan on the leavesTne^tt Hed b 
Jie would probably have hurdled orr*'^® ‘’®®” "ninjured 
of sight. Nearly all thl J , " *’i«hos out 
distance of pinei dliocUv ""‘^in flying 
trees. m such cLir unlLs tb” “^‘ghtedin the 

one the bird invariably flies Ibon ® ® 
him ' “’■os when you are nearly under 
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a moH rt.rsaa beJia^a baa eoaa^alb laaaw orlJ Jaoda well ix 

lo JaoM .Ja^ll ^s «a lasiv down ae TtXiaait dSxv «aiq 
♦noiib wen t®rfT febla ni haml etev eawo^O eaerfJ 

flx b© riaiXs tXXaiefl©^ boa ae«iq a#e>loiri^ ftilS ^X 
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beflxaJaoo boflxraax© I dolriw owt lo aqono eHT 
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qoio axH .jrrtomXeff rti qras?/3 a *ii elan ©ail a JoxlS 
-dxw erfrf bna ^evxiq eri* lo aeined ©ri^ ri^xw bemnano 

oaoTj 

(e.aeO) 

.qroawB ©fli*! edi ai elarael a \rofJ8 

pf^xv/ aflXYX 010W YoxfT .flwi icbXa aa ai ooixL^ beJia^B 
-loJiX ©«oi ^aixl exit .‘ferfJotia eao lo ahna^ wol a ax 

eH, >aort. wa. a .aooea od, 
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aeqo r-iov al boMol «ew eaooH) eaorW lo Jao^ Me mm 
ca la fll enO .yloaoXo Xaievea .aaoiJsiJ 

''“ela ,:b.l .aaoa a« lo .aal “1..,^:::::: 
m floaaoB axrfa 9a ©ixi lo « , . , 

■r4ii'rorrar;o’’:r. rierKr!ari^^^ 

3lomj<3 aiwuj »''* ® *00 IXljr flo OB biiB ,f©nJoaa 
dQm-idJ saenaonq sW wd beJnan ' ^lod aboow ©ri^ 
Ln9^ .asalwaixi lo banoa edt ncrfJoaa 

bawcng ed9 ^vo tXwola 3^5^5,0 teoasm beilifiBXb a ai 
li aa baeri aid qeja ^^pv© is baa galb-el 

.YlXwlooaig Xis* uoiiioaonqqa floqU 
-Old a o.t noxJxbbs ai a vila^ton ioda aavr eri gaxv ael 
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Bonasa umbolla. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Started about five in Lincoln, 

A grouse at Concord rose from an open field and 
alighted in a birch by the roadside. As I approached 
It started again and flying down the road a few rods 
turned sharply into the yard of a farm house and sL ighted 
on the top rail of aij old- hay-rigging standing directly 
in front of the farmers door. As I approach a third 
time it again started crossing the road and disappearing 
in the pine grove 

In Concord my setter pointed a Grouse which rose 
thirty yards ahead and flying only a few rods dropped 
to the ground again and began running. Upon shooting 
It I found it a mere skeleton, though in fine plumage. 
I examined it carefully but failed to find any mark of 

One in Waldon woods stalked proudly across the 
ath in front of my horse. 

They are getting more numerous at Concord. Started 

Started six at Concord. 

Dec. 11. 

14. 

1881. 
Oct. 21. 

On Concord River one flew from 
hillside and cross- . I jLew irom a hill 

ed the river directly in front of the boat 
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Bonasa umbolla. 

1873. 
Sept.10. 

1874. 

Maine (Lake Umbagog!. 

Came upon a flock of six on the banks of Canbridgo 
River. They wore so tame that I easily killed them all 
shooting f) ur in succession v/i th my rifle. ' 

Aug. 4, 

“ 6. 

" 24. 

Sept. 19, 

1876. 
June 22. 

1880. 

Started five broods of young all about half-grovm 
Tey were all very tame. Most of them took to the trees 
vdien started and several made curious demonstrations 
apparently of anger ay my intrusion, ruffling their ' 

feathers, jerking their tails, and making a whistling 
and grunting noise. One of the old birds lay very 
closely before my setters point, squatting on the bare 
te.rf in a little openiiig not two yards ahead of him. 

Sav; two large broofis of young on the Tyler Path. 

Saw three broods on the road to the Sluice all unu¬ 
sually shy. One brood of about a dozen rose from a 
bed of brakes in an open clearing, going up one after 
another. 

On the road to ^;ethel our team passed under one 
sitting on the branch of a poplar over the road, and so 
neai that I could almost reach her with my hand. 

A brood of young, apparently just hatched, 
the mother thi'ough the "woods. 

follov/ing 

June 22. 

Sdpt.l7, 

All the hunters here believe that the male Ruffed 
rouse frequently takes charge of a firood of young 

Alva Goolidge to-day --- - ^ ng. came across such a family and he 

thinks t:,at tnoso birds regularly pair. That this is 

hora*^^^ Tb^ Sorueo Grouso is unaninously assorted 
horo. The „oodsmen al-.vays find the paired birds to- 

llgether in the spring. 

Coming dovm Cambridge River this evening y;e start 

?Ld r “r"” aun® on the Lk. 
feed M,oh on tho berries of this bush this season. 

1882, i 

leavef ofoxal'■ lo-res 
ash o'" lilWhum 0£ulu^ and mounta: 
tisn, and grasshoppers. 

1874. 
Sept.14. 

My setter pointed a brood of six among some we-^ds 
in an open fields nearlv on ^ -^eeds 
edge of the v^ods ‘^3 
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Bonasa umbella. 

1869, 
July & 

Aug., 

1870, 
July 30, 

1876, 

Dec, 5, 

9. 

Said to be numerous but I saw none (Glen House,N.H.) 

Heard a male drumming it is said to be numerous 
here (Profile House,N.H, 

Started seven, several of which lay very closely 
(Marston’s Mills, Mass.). 

They feed out in the open stubbles and weeds 
fields here morning and evening, a Imost as regularly 
as the Qail (Marston’s Mills, Mass). 
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1868 
Middlesex County, Mass. 

Mar 

Saw a flock of six running about a bunch of v/oeds axd 
brush near the side of the road. They have probably 
suffered severely during the winter. 

Ap r, 3 Flushed a covey of aboyt six in low sv/ampy lyoods. 

One singing “Bob White". 22 

Started a covey of eight; although we marked them 
closely vre could not afterwards find one. 

They probably v/ere not diminished as much as sup¬ 
posed, by the heavy snow of last winter for the “Bob 
White" of the male can now be heard in all directions. 

Nov. 24. A bevy of about a dozen. 

25. Found the same bevy again to-day. 

1869 

Noticed to-day for the first time, the wonderful 
ventriloqual powers of this bird. Having started a 
bevy I waited until they had tun together again, and gui 
ded by their whistlings, crept up to within about twenty 
yards. Their loud cries still continued, seeming to 
come from a small clump of bushes directly in front of 
me, when suddenly they sounded more distant, although as 
loud ase ver. In a few moments I judged from the sound 
that they vrere several hundred yards off, and increasing 
the distance rapidly, but hardly had I started to follow 
them, when they all rose vathin a few yards of mo. 

1870. 
Apr. 16 Still in flocks; started a bevy of seven to-day. 

1871 

A bevy of a dozen started in Belmont (Atkinson). 

May 16 
Hear ;d the "Bob White* of the male for the first 

time. 

1874 

One singing “Bob White • 
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1874. 
Ortyx virginianus. 

Middlesex County, Iilass. 

Sopt,25. A large brood of young about the size of field mice 
accompanied by both parents. The female ran along in 
front of our dog risin g and flying a fev/ yards at a time. 

Oct. 23. Started a small bevy in Concord; wo distinctly saw 
them alight in an open hueklyberry bus pasture, but al~ 
though supplied with tv/o good dogs, succeeded in starting 
only one of them. 

A small bevy basking in the sun in a little shelter¬ 
ed nook byvthe roadside. When flushed about half of 
them alighted in an open mowing field although this was 
bordered on both sides by dense thickets. Here they lay 
very closely although giving out no scent. 

Started a bevy of ten which lit on an oak knoll in 
a meadow. He could find only three of them although the 
remainder v^ere aftervmrds heard in the very spot wo had 
beaten so carefully. I have seen many clear cases o#- 
this season of this birds power of withholding its scent. 
The more a bevy is hunted and its numbers thinned the 
more closely do the survivors lie and the more persis¬ 
tently do they hold their scent. 

1875. 

Heard a male calling “Bob White" in NswtonviHe. 

Started a bevy of five in Waltham on the evening of 

6, A beevy of ten by the roadside, 
file through a break in a stone wall 
were females. 

running in single 
Seven of them 

June 16. 
of Waltham easily kept along ahead 
of my horse for some distance without using its wings al- 
taoMgh I was going at aspeod of at least ton miles In 

Started a large bevy in Belmont. They flew a long 

alighted ^'histle almost as soon as they 

, ^ in Belmont separated when started 
half going one way and half the other; the wind was 

fuaTnsf ^ hurricane and the birds that started 

a hundred yarL".''^'*'' Progress and alighted within 

Brought home two wing-broken birds shot in Belmont 

ter alive in a cage through the following win- 

loose in^ 
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Ortyx virginianus. 
1875, 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

(Dec,10,) Started a bevy of ton by the roadside; they took 
to the Waverly v/oods where they acted very badly, rising 
wild and giving out little if any scent. 

14. ft Bevy of about tv/enty-five in Belmont in the thick¬ 
ets at the east end of the Willows, Three which we 
killed were the largest birds of this species that I 
have ever seen. All lay very close and all gave out 
scent freely. One sought refuge in a stone wall where 
my setter pointed it; my companion thrust in his arm and 
actually touched the bird before it took v^ing. 

(Junol4 Unusually abundant, I see or hoar them nearly 
every day. Sometimes the male calls “Bob White* ten or 
twelve times in succession, without the slightest intormi- 
sion betv/een the notes. They are very noisy now and 
their love season apparently at its height; all the fall 
notes also freely used at tihis season. 

1876 

Sept,28 Two bevies at Concord, the birds in one nearly full 
grovm, those of the other not larger than Song Sparrov^s, 

While driving shortly after sunset, a small bevy of 
Quail crossed the road, flying close past my horses head 
and pitched dov/n altogether in some alders. They were 
evidently flying to roost after their evening feat. 

Started a bevy in the Maple Sv/amp near Block Island. 

Tracked a bevy in the snow in the swamp beyond 
Block Island. They finally separated about oen half 
keeping to the swamp the remainder feeding out into the 
open where I found them. 

Pound three bevies in the Fresh Pond swamps. One 
containing fifteen birds, started in dense cover, flow 
directly out into the open marshes scattering and 
alighting in a scanty fringe of bushes bordering a ditch. 
Here they lay well each bird crouching under the fleecy 
masses of snow which, adhering to every branch and ^veod, 
formed xnumerablo tunnels and arches beneath. I tracked 
several into these hiding places for they usually ran a 
few steps before concealing themselves. It v/as very 
exciting coming up. a d-is-tant 4iiae.fc upon a distinct trakk 
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1876 
Ortyx virginianus. 

(Dec.14. 

1880. 
Nov* 19. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Hunted over the same ground as yesterday. The 
Quail now thoroughly frightened, lay like stones when 
scattered and even when left for several hours were 
afraid to call. 

Shot a feevy several from a bevy at the east end of 
the Willows (Belmont). Like some killed on the same 
ground December 14,1875, they were all exceedingly largo 
birds, and as on that ocaqion, took exceptionally long 
flights and invariably settled in the meadow grass out¬ 
side the bushes where they lay very closely. It v/as ox- 
ilorating sport pursuing them. In the keen frosty air 
the fringe on my setter’s tail became hung v^ith beads 
of ice that tinkled musically as he galloped to and fro 
across the brovm meadow. 
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20 
Ortyx virginiana:. 

1874» 

July Said to havo been formally abundant on Nantucket 
but have been exterminated several years ago by a severe 
vrinter. 

Nov, 5. Started two bevies; one a very large one, took to 
the oak scrub where v/e could do nothing v^ith them. At 
this season the birds spend much more of their time in 
the woods than in October and are hence harder to find; 
indeed^ although supplied with two good dogs, we actually 
passed two-thirds of the bevies here. 

Starded four bevies. One containing at least 
thirty birds rose out of range from the roads-ide and 
took to the tangled oak scrub, v^here they v/ould run hun¬ 
dreds of yards afterimmediately after being scattered, 
usually rise out of range, and frequently take to the 
trees. After hunting them the whole afternoon vre killed 
only two (Marston’s fills, Mass.). 

1875. 

June 16. One heard in Stowe,Mass., tv/o others at the foot 
of Mt.Wauchusett, 

Oct. 19, A quail which vre started took refuge in a house, 
flying into an open v/indov^ and striking against a clothes 
horse which stood in front of the fire v;ith such force 
as to throv; “horse" and clothes to the hearth. The 
bird also fell to the floor; the owner of the house 
stooped to pick it up when it darted out again through 
the v/indoY/ and disappeared(Marston*s Mills, Mass, For a 
more extended account see p.215 ©f Journal for 1876). 

{ Started several bevies. All the birds killed vrere 
fine largo ones, with the exception of one little follow 
about half grown, v/hich, curiously enough, was in company 
with a bevy of full-sized birds (Marston’s Mills,Mass.), 

cr 19 & |I0 . An extended account of Quail shooting on Capo Cod 
under those dates pp,214-219 of my Journal for 1875), 

1876o• 
Dec. 7, Killed the largest male that I have ever soon. 

He v^oighod exactly eight and one eighth ounces {Marston’s 
Mills, Mass,). 

1 

tt 

it 

8, 

9, 

Captain Baxter and I shot into a flock flying, 
each of us selecting single birds and unaccountably kill¬ 
ed six • ,v/ith our four barrels {Marston’s Mills,Mass. ), 

of a i'ourteen feeding on the snow in the middle 
^ picture. Wome were resting 

act?va^ groupson the spotless surface, others 
mai^ about among the weeds, while one large 
male climbed up a few inches on a bending stalk and 
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Ortyx virginiana 

1882. 
(July 2)» Mr.Rickor tells me that Quail vrere regularly killed 

every season near Poland Springs, Maine. 

i 
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1868. 
Ardea herodias, 

Middlesex County, Maiss, 

Apr. 9. Sav/ three in the Pine Swamps with a large flock of 
Night Herons. 

Sept.30, One flying south. 

Oct. 10, Saw one. 

“ 17. One at Concord. 

18'70, 

Apr, 22, One seen in Lexington (C.J.M.). 

1871. 

Apr, 26. Two seen at Concord (Carter), 

Nov. 16. Shot an immature bird. 

1872. 

Apr, 8. One at Concord. 

“ 10. One at Belmont. 

1876. 
Oct, 12. Two (Concord River), 

1882 
Sept,28. On Concord River started four this evening; their 

picturesque forms loomed in the twilight so that they 
looked nearly double their real size. 
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Ardea 

|| Maine (Lake Ilmbagog ) . 

1872. ■ 
Juno 2.: Gideon Stone visited a large Heronry on the Andros¬ 

coggin above Hrrol, a,nd brought back several sots of oygs, 
all slightly incubated. 

1874. 

Aug. 27. At least thirty in Black T'slar.d Oove, They rose 
' nearly together and after wheeling about a \yhilo alighted 

on the tops of some tall dead pines v;hich presented a 
xurious appearance covered with the groat birds. 

1880. li 

May 22. Two on •Cambridge River. One shot a^ it came sudder>- 
ly upon us following the course of the strea,m v/as in a 
peculiar immature plumage. 

Sept. 3. Shortly after sunset they boga,n to come from u.p the 
^ Gamb.-idge, and circling majestically, high in air, swept 

dov/n to feed on the muddy s}iallo''.ys bordering the pond in 
the rnoadov;, each hankinjg harshly as it descended. 

8.: Large numbers fo ding on the mud-flats in the Swott 
Cove. 

N'ambors along the Cambridge River betv/eon the dam 
and B ?■Ioado•vs. 

I; 
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i; 
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Ardsa herodias. 
ij 

1870. ■ ' 

S0pt,2~lO. Very abundant on all the ponds and streamsj as els— 
where it is exceedingly shy here (Forks of the Kennebec, 
Maine), 

1871. 

Sept, 9, About twenty standing erect together on Ipswich 

Beach. Mr.Maynard tolls me that he has hevor seen them 
there before. 
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1868. 
Ardea vireseens. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

May 5. Three in the Pine Swamp. 

June 23. Two nests in th e Pine Swamp, each containing young 
about a v/^eek old. The female of one nest walked slowly 
off among the twigs and took flight in silence, but the 
parent of the other v/as more courageous, alighting in a 
small tree almost directly above my head, walking grado- 
fully through the branches, and uttering a cry sounding 
like keow repeated four or five times in succession and 
closely resembling the song of the Yellow-billed Cuckoo. 
Her mate v/as shyer, keeping beyond gun range and reitera¬ 
ting a hoarse hough which sounded like the hoot of the 
Barred Owl. The young when taken from the nest wilked 
vrith all the grace and elegance of their parents; their 
skin was of a light green color scantily covered with 
white down. 

« m 
Pound two bests both of which contained young about 

a week old; the nests were built in birch trees, at the 
height of about fifteen feet, and were flimsy affairs 
loosely constructed of sticks (Pino Swamp), 

July 11. They pass over oub garden every evening on their way 
to the salt marshes, flying swiftly, with the neck 
stretched out stiffly like a Duck’s; Unlike the Night 
Herons they are never seen in flocks. 

Oct, 16, One, the last. 

1871. 

May 2. One. 

" 6. Five in full breeding plumage. 

1869, 
May 28. Nest with five eggs slightly incubated. Placed in 

a sv/inging birch at the height of about two feet; female 
remained on the nest till I was nearly under the tree. 

1870. 
May 24. 

' 

Four fresh eggs in an old nest repaired. This nest 
has now been occupied by the ame pair three seasons in 
spite of my having robbed this and a second nest of theirs 
last spring. Both birds showed much solicitude for their 
eggs alighting near and keeping up their croaking cries. 

1875. 
May 8. Started one in a pond-hole surrounded by button 

bushes (Concord), 

1879. 
Apr. 26. One, the first. 
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Ardea viroseons. 

Maino (Lake Uniabgog ). 

A young bird inb fall plumage was killed on the 
shore of the Lake to-day at tho Sargent Farm and brought 
to mo in tho evening. 
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1S76. 
9, 

I Ardea virescens, 

!i 

One fishing on the shore of a narrow channel in the 
Bay, He crav/’led rather than walked along the muddy 
shore with neck drawn in, bearing a striking resemblance 
to a huge mud turtle. At frequent intervals ho would 
dart out his bill almost horizontally and nearly every 
thrust seemed to be successful (Marston’s Mills, Mass.). 
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1868. 
Nyeteardoa grisea nivea 

Middlosox County, Mass. 

Apr. 4. One in the Pine Stmp. 

- 5. Saw a flock of about fifteen, all in full plumage. 

“ 8. A large flock; six inches of snow on the ground. 

“ 9. Saw a number of them . 

S»pt.26. Hoard one but the majority have left here. They 
pass the day resting in the thick foliage of the maples, 
standing most of the time on one log with the other drawn 
up under their feathers. Their sight is very nearly as 
quick as their hearing, and it is useless to try to ap¬ 
proach one without good cover. I have noticed that 
thay seem to see more plainly in the day than in the 
dark^ as in the day time they will very rarely pass over 
you, but in the evening they will frequently come within 
half a giunshot, although yo'i may be in open sight. 
They may be easily called by imitating their character¬ 
istic cry. 

Nov, 3. Saw the last of the season this evening. 

1869. 

Apr. 15. One passing over in the dusk of the evening, 
dozen 

* 17. Saw about a dean during the day. 

1870. ■ 

Apr. 9. One passing overhead shortly after sunset. 

* 21. 
1871. 

Sept.29. 

Saw a flock of about thirty and took one. 

Still abundant. 

Nov. 17. A single bird at Fresh Pond, the last. 

Apr. 12. Saw a single bird. Upon being started from a grove 
of pines, it alighted in an oak tree in an open field. 

1870. 
Sept & 

Oct. 
Very rare; left early on account of the severe 

drought. 

1874. 

July 21. One on the Assabet River, Concord. 

Oct. 31. Passing Professor Lowell’s place on the south side I 
saw four Night Herons fly from the pines bordering the 
road. Several times previously this autumn I have hoard 
them among these pines. 
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Nyeteardea grisea nivoa, 
1875. 

Middleeex County, Mass, 

Apr. 12. Started five in the Pine Swamp. Their devotion 
to this favorite haunt is remarkable. 

May 27. A pair in the Fresh Pond swamps. 

June 1. About twenty—five in the maple woods bordering the 
brook beyond “Bloek Island*; shot one which was in warn 
immature plumage. Searched every thicket and piece of 
v/oods throughout these marshes without finding a single 
nest. about half of the birds seen were immature, evi¬ 
dently they were not breeding here. 

Aug. 31. Shot an adult in the Maple Swamp; it was moulting, 
most of the wing-feathers being fresh ones. It had only 
one plume and the steel-blue of the back and crown was 
replaced by the dark ptumbeous. lustreless plumbeous. 

Shot one in brown plumage. It was sitting on the 
ground on the sunny side of an alder thicket bordering 
Alewife Brook, One of its wings had been broken and hsd 
healed in such a wayr,jr that it could not be used in 
flight. The bird was in good condition and had evi¬ 
dently established itself by the open brook kept free 
from ice by th^ v/arm sewerage matter now discharged into 
it. The thermometer has fallen to zero during the 
past two nights and the marshes are froeen solid. 

1876 

A 
1” 

II 

B w 

O 

Feb. 15. 

“ 17. 

Apr. 6. 

Aug. 4. 

In the “Boston Daily Advertiser* for February 12 
James Russel Lowell writes; “I have seen them every even¬ 
ing up to the 12th of February. The largest number I 
have counted is eight, though there are not doubt more". 
They are also reported by J.N.Clark as wintering at Say- 
brook, Connecticut in numbers, and a flock was seen at 
West Newton, December 31, 1875 by Mr.Warren. 

Visited Prof.Lowell’s place this evening to see the 
Night Herons. Three flew from the pines shortly after 
sunset, each uttering its loud quak as it left its roost 
and all heading towards the Charles River marshes. The* 
evening was cold v/ith blustering north-west v/ind. 

! 

Started one from an apple tree behind Mt.Auburn. 
The tree was so loaded with damp snow that it afforded 
nearly as dense a shelter as when covered with summer 
foliage. 

I hoar them frequently at dusk now, calling to one 
another as they circle over the Charles River marshes. 
On several occasions lately I have seen them leave Prof. 
Lowell’s pines at dusk; a few also roost still in what 
IS left of the old Pine Swamp. 

Dae. 15. 
One seen in the cedars, Watertown, by Frazar. 
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1879. 
Nyeteardoa grisea nivea. 

Middlesex County^ Mass, 

May 12. Started four in yellow pines near Prospect Street 
Belmont. Within the last few years they have almosg 
deserted their haunts in the Fresh Pond swamps and have 
sought new asylums in secluded pine woods on upland, of¬ 
ten far distant from any water. The first resort'of 
this ehareter noted was Prof.Lowell’s place whore they 
established a Herony several years since. In the su- 
tumn of 1876 they wore found among the cedars in Water- 
town by Frazar; in the same place in the v^inter of 1879 
by Spelraan; and in April 1879 in the Pine woods on 
Waverly Hill, also by Spelman. Their wintering here 
has become an established habit and they may nov^ be 
found in small numbers at any time of the year. Those 
that pass the summer are, however, barren birds, and no 
ease of their nesting in this vicinity has come to my 
kno\irledge since 1864. Dr.Brev/er tells me that 
he visited a herony in the Fresh Pond sv/amps and found 
many nests containing eggsthough the birds were then much 
persecuted and their numbers greatly reduced. /v-^4!h^e He 
rons are now most numerous hers in autumn when there is^ 
ai^vident migration from the north. ^ 
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Nyctoardes grisea nivaea. 
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1873. 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

Aug. 2. On tho Hogallov/ay a mile or tv/o bolov/ tho landing 
tho steamer started a flock of about a dozen vrhich v/ere 
roosting in the spruces on the bank. 

12.1: Shotta young bird which started from the muddy shore 
of Cambridge River about tv/o miles above the dam. 





Botaurus lentiginosus 

1867. 
Oct. 17. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

On one being shot at flev/ a short distance and 
alighted up to its breast in water. Fired again and 
wounded it it ruffled its feathers and struck fiercely 
with its sword-like bill. 

1868. 

May 14 One (Rock Meadow). 

“ 16. One singing on Rock Meadow. It wou Id extend its 
neck and drawing in its head suddenly, throw it out 

S-Suin with a jerk, at the same time uttering its peculiar 
■P.unip, -kle—unk. This would be repeated several times, 
after \/hich the bird would stand erect in the grass for 

several minutes before singing again. When I approach¬ 
ed it crouched in the long grass. 

Oct. 7. One, the last. 

1869. 

Apr. 16, Heard a male in Waltham, 

May 29, Shot a male on the Fresh Pond marshes, 

Oct, 5 t Shot one (Concord), 

1870. 
Nov. 3. One, the last. I shot at it and it fell wing-bro¬ 

ken. When approached it defended itself with the ut¬ 
most fierceness, ruffling its feathers, opening wide its 
mouth, and uttering cries, or rather roars, that could 
have been heard at least half a mile. On being put 
down on the edge of a pond it stalked along the shore a 
little way, then wading into the water struck out boldly 
bobbing like a Duck over the waves. It went out several 
hundred yards but finally returned. 

1871. 

Apr. 13. One on Rock Meadov/, Relinont, 

“ 22. Three (Concord). 

Oct. 4. '/The last (Concord River), 

1874, 

Oct. 8. 
setter 

Shot one which my pointer, pointed steadily 

Nov, 36. One shot in Belmont. 

1876. 
May 22. One on Rock fifeadow, Belmont. 
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1876 
Botaurus lentginosus. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Sept,11, Saw one shot in Bird’s Pond. 

Get. 12. One (Concord). 

“ 13. One in Concord sitting within a few yards of the 
road in an open field; as usual it held its bill point¬ 
ing nearly vertically upward. 

1879. 

Apr, 23. One (Belmont). 

May 1. In the Willowe saw one sitting in a bush about a 
foot over the \mter, erect, statuesque bill pointing 
straight upward. It remained immovable until it reali 
sed that it was seen, then took flight. Ahother, per¬ 
haps its mate, was singing on the meadow. 
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Botaurus lentiginosus. 

Maine (Lake Uiribagog ). 

1871 
June 3.; On the largest of the floating islands near the 

house Vfe found three nests to-day, containing respective¬ 
ly six, five, and throe eggs, all quite fresh. The 

nests were rude structures of sticks placed on the quak¬ 
ing, boggy ground in a matted bed of cassa,ndra, bushes 
and all v/'ithxn a few rods o'-" one' arothor. The females 
sat closely rising only when nearly trodden on. We 
found only one male on the island. He boomed at all 
tiroes of the day, and even after the nests vrere robbed 
did not desert the place. 

Those floating islarids of which t’'.eyo several in fee 
Lake are singular and interesting formations, composed 
of interlaced roots and tussocks more or less covered 
with Cassandra bushes, alders, and Cornus stolonifera. 
The one v/here the Bittern nests v/ere found has tvro larch 
trees fiitoen or tv/enty feet high . They are literally 
vegetable rafts, rising and falling vrith the v/ater of 
the jjake. This Bit - ern island is said to have ccmo '"rom 
a point a mile or more distant, breaking loose from its 
original moorings and drifting to the spot where it now 
stands. Its surfa.ee is quaking and more or less treach¬ 
erous. yielding several inches at each foot-^t&pi and oc¬ 
casionally breaking through. 

1872, 
J un .0 A nest with five perfectly fresh eggs on the 'hioa- 

ting island. 

1873. 
Sept.1. 

1876. 

One shot August 30 ar.\d another to-da y. 

May 26. 

June 3. 

A male uttering his singular notes on the floating 
island near the house and another ansv^ering him from a 
smaller island near Stone’s landing. We paddled to 

within a few yards of the first but could not see him as 
he \Yas concealed among the grass and bushes. His cry 

Yras as follov/s: Qr.~lu.mp, jq^m.p-er loomb the last three 
sylablos repeated five times in succession. The-first 
making a sort of prelude to the wh&lo performance. Oc-’ 
casionally a seventh uttereneo ‘was added as if he was 

not altogether satisfied with what he had accomplished. 
The first syiablo has a watery swallowing sound; the 

second IS exactly like a distant axe stroke on resonant 
wood; while the last sounds like the echo of the stroke, 

On the floating island in front of the Stone f; 
started a female bittern from her nest. 

i-rm. 
, .... It Y/as small 

ric,t, ana com.posed ontiroly of dead twigs placed on the 
ry ground among the thickest bushes. The eggs were 

two with embryos forming, and the renx five in number 

dor fresh. The bird croaked as she 
ly out of sight, and did not return. 

-in- 

rose, flov; direst- 
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1876. 
Botaurus lentiginosus. 

liaine (Lake Urnbagog). 

(June 5) Landing on the floating island near the Stone place 
to search for nests I was parting the matted Cassandra bu¬ 
shes v/ith my paddle when I felt a tap on its blade. 

Investigating further I vras surprised to-find a Bittern 
sitting on her nest v^ithin a yard'of' me-: She vras so 
puffed up that the nest was entirely concealed, and in¬ 
deed nothing of her shape v/as visible, except a mass of 
brown plumage with the small head arid bill prospecting 
from between her shoulders not a particle of her neck 
being esposed. After looking at her for some'time I 
again poked her with the paddle v/hen she struck at it 
forcibly, at the same time erecting the feathers of the 
crovrn. I actually tried for several minutes to push 
her off the nest using much force and bending the slen¬ 
der paddle almost to the point of breaking it. Finally 
setting the blade behind her head I pushed it forvrard 
holding it on the ground so firmly that she began to 
gasp for breath. At length the paddle slipped off 
vhen Si^e at once took v/ing in silence arid flow to the 
opposite shore. There vroro only tvro eggs in the nest 
and I left them in hopes that she vrould lay more but 

returning a fey days later I found them cold and vret and 
the nest evidently deserted. There was not a trace of 

fear in^her expression but instead fierce and sullen do- 
termiua bion. This nest lead some dry grass arranged as 
a lining. Like the one found June 3 it was placed on 
the highest and dryest part of the island; but Tinlike 
xt. It was so overarched by the thickly growing Cassan¬ 
dra pushes that this bird in entering and leaving it 
must have had to walk several steps in a crouching poso- 
tion beneath the interlaced twigs. 

1881. 
’’ay 23. One singing in Leaonard’s Pond. 

1882. 

Oct.8-22 
One shot October 14. Its stomach contained a wa¬ 

ter beetle. 
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1870, 

June 27* 

Sept;.2-1^^ 

1878. 
July 2, 

1876. 
June 18, 

1881, 
Nov. 5. : 

Botaurus lontiginosus. 

Hoard tho stake—driving note of a Bittern across 
the widest part of the Bay at Hiannis, a distance of 
about a mile and a half. 

Common about all the ponds and streams near the 
Porks of the Kennebec, Maine. Several that we shot 
at at long range , did not move. Wo found them very 
good eating. 

Saw a pair (Nantucket). 

Saw one on the road between Ringe and Grafton,N.H, 

Started-one from beach grass on Sandhills (Philips 
Beach,Mass.), 
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1868. 
Aug, 11. 

1875. 

May 27. 

June 10, 

July 13. 

July 28. 

Ardotta exilis. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Shot an adult male in the Fresh Pond marshes ne ar 
Block Island. It flev/ like a Green Heron with the neck 
extended, the logs stretched out behind, and alighting 
in the top of some bulrushes clung to their tall stems. 
Its varied colors made it very conspicuous while flying. 

While VTading nearly up to my v/aiste in water in the 
Fresh Pond swamps I started a Least Bittern from a clus¬ 
ter of water plants. Topping the surrounding alders it 
disappeared; following it I came upon it perched upon a 
lov;' bush over the water; with a feeble flutter it tried 
to fly, but apparently finding the twigs too thick re¬ 
sumed its perch balancing itself on a slender branch with 
seeming difficulty. I shot it and found it to be a 
female which was evidently laying. A bream distended 
its slender nect most noticeably; this fish was q uite 
fresh and evidently just swallowed. I examined it 
carefully but failed to find the slightest scratch, 
or other mark of the Bittern’s bill. Hence I infer • 
this species .p,lcks ^ its prey instead of piercing it. 

Started an adult male from the top of a water willow; 
after flying a few rods he alighted in atall bush. 
As I cautiously aproached he peeped at mo curiously with 
outstretched neck and deliberately walked out along the 
branch precisely in the manner of the Green Heron. Upon 
shooting him I found his stomach ernptyi He was proba¬ 
bly the mate of the female shot May 27, 

Shot a male in the Brickyard Swamp. It alighted in 
a bush whore it sat peering at me with outstretched nock 
withdrawing its head behind the leaves wherever I made a 
sudden movement. It was in perfect plumage. The stc«n- 
ach was crammed with small silvorly minnows about two in¬ 
ches in length. Shortly afterwards I saw another male 
flying high over the swamp with legs drawn up behind, 

proceeding on the leisurely manner characteristic of most 
Herons. Still a third rose some fifty yards off utter¬ 
ing a loud .ca^-c^-e_a-ca as it started and continuing this 
cry for sometime in the top of a thick alder where it 
alighted. The actions of this bird convinced me that 
she had either eggs or young in the vicinity. She was 
exceedingly shy, taking short flights but always keepint 
put of range, and uttering her note at frequent intervals. 
She flew quite strongly, although the flight of this spe¬ 
cies seems to bo usually fieble and flickering. 

Started throe from low bushes on the odge of pond- 
holes, in the Brickyard Swamp, and shot two of them, one 
an adult male, the other a young bird just on wing and 
evidently one of the brood I hoard calling hero a week or 
two ago. This latter specimen fell wounded into the 
water, when it quickly paddled ashore and attempted to 
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1875. 
Ardetta oxilis. 

Middlesex county, Mass 

(July 28) hide among the tussocks. When I picked it up, it struck 
at me repeatedly in the manner of the Common Bittern, 
and v/ith a motion as quick as lightening. One thrust 
hit my hand, the bird driving his bill through the skin 
and draing blood. The stomachs of both the adult and 
young v/ero crammed v,rith Coleoptera especially of largo 
species of Water beetle. 

Aug. 4, Shot an adult female in rather worn plumage in the 
Brickyard Swamp this morning. Her stomach contained 
a number of large bream. 

* 9* Shot an adult male in the Brickyard Sweunp, 

fl 24. Have seen none for a long time. 

1876. 

May 12. In the Belmont W’illows one started from the road 
in front of my horse and alighted in a bush over the wa¬ 
ter, I approached within ten paces and shot it with a 
collecting pistol. It fell broken-winged into the water 
and swimming across the ditch landed on the opposite shore 
where it awaited my approach without trying to conceal 
itself in the long grass. When I held out ray hand it 
struck it with wonderful quickness and directness of aim, 
driving thfe points of its sharp bill through the skin. 
The blow, however, was comparatively feob^ , It also 
ruffled up its feathers like a wounded Botaurus and utt¬ 
ered an angry squeaking noise. When perched in the bush¬ 
es it sat with its head drawn ia and frequently jerked 
up its tail. Its stomach was fairly crammed with white 
cotton wool,among which wore three small parasitical 
worms, many larger worms were twined around the intes- 
tiaes. 



.atllx# MiiebtA 
evai 

,i£5fl0oO xeaeliibilf 

jloutSa ii ,qjj beAoiq I acdW ^aHaoaaui edS gnofos ©fairi fBS 
ane^rfid aotmoO ©rfJ lo ncaasm ©rf^ aJt \;Xbc.#i3©qci era 

tBDtdS ©fiO a-^ jioirfp a£i floi^of« xi dfiv bos 
aids erit dn^o-id. XIid aid gniviib fa^id ©rf^ ^biieri 

bflf: iXni3« ©di diod lo adoam^s ©rtT .booXd g.T**i»fb biia 
©St'fX lo Yii^iocqa® aneJqooIoO rfJiw bemmei© ©^ew g«t/ox 

,®Ilrod leifiW lo aoiocqa 

®di ax egMcmlq enow tvds^i aJt ©Xsinel ilub« ob fosiS *8^^^ 
bediBinoo rioaraota loH .soitnofli airii qrtiawS bia’^Jiaiifl 

.raseid ogial lo lodau'a a 

.qtaawa b^ax^©i*IP ©dJ dJt olam f£uhm ne JodB .8 • 

.oBiii gaol a to! ofloa noea oraH ■' 

,0V8X 

baoT od^ moil bo^nata ©flo awolXiW iacMiiXo^^ al *^1 Y®** 
—aw ©rii 'i©vo daud a fli bcidgiXa baa ©a*iori lo Jfio*fl ax 
a dixw ii ioria bna aeoaq rsoi aidiitr borioBoiqqa I ,wi 

leiaw erii oJ«i begaiir-floslo-jd IXel il .lo^aiq gaiioeXXoo 
©Tforia ©iiaoqqo ©di ao bobaaX doiib ©d# a8(>*ioa gaii^itaxTfs oaa 

laoofloo oi gaixii iooriJiv/ doaoiqqs ^fa betiawa St ©lodw 
basd I aedt .aaa-ig gaoX ©d^ at IXoeii 

mifi lo aaeaio®*iib baa aaeaXoiop Xoliobcow eiStw Si AoviSu 
* .aida orii d^uondS Hid cparfa aJi lo aiaiaq «fdi gaiiriib 

oaXa SI . ddoel ^^©Viiaiaqwo© a«w ,*i©v©vod ,®oXd ©dT 
-iitf baa ^ttnifaioP bebauow m aiil •nediaol «ii qw bellloi 

-riaud ©dJ at bedoioq a«dV .oaiott gaiiacapa TjtB.ia aa bot® 
fa©di©t tXiae«P«*s^ 4a* «i awanb ba®ri aii tisiw S&b St «® 

©JJfcdv riiir/ b©OTns*io ijXiial a«w daatmSa aSt .liai aii qu 
Xaoliiaataq IXarfia o®irii ®*i»w doidw gncwa-.Xoow «oiioo 

-aoiai «riJ baooia beaiwi ©low amow t©i*iel ^am'tow 
.aejiii 



1880. 

40 
Strepsilas intorpres. 

Maine (Lake Urnbagog ). 

Sept. 2. Saw one \vhich was shot to-day near the Outlet by 
Mr.King. 

“ 8. Shot a young fenalo on the bar at tho mouth of the 
Cambridge v/here it was feeding alone but v.^ithin a hundred 
yards of some Aegialitis semipalinata. 
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Strepsilas interpros 

1871 

Sept. 3 Pound in abundance by H.W.Henshav/, 

a 9 A large flock on IpHwifJ^ Beach. 

1875 

Aug. 17 One on Long Island, Boston Harbor. Its cry is a 
short rattle of four or five notes riin together. 

Sept.21 Dne in company v/ith Semipalmated Plover feeding arnorg 
drift \Yeod on Coatue Point. As I approached it skul¬ 
ked off among the grass, crouching and lowering its head. 
The gunners here call this bird the "craddock”, probably 
from its hoarse rattling note. (Nantucket)* 

One at S' ith*s Point feeding in a large flock of 
Sandling (Nantucket). 

A flock of nine flying along shore Just over the 
SHPfaee iurf. Their flight is swift, their movements 
in the air exceedingly graceful. They utter a rolling 
whistle not unlike that of Nuinenius hudsonicus, but 
rather higher pitched (Nantucket). 

1876 

May JL6 Numbers feeding in company with Sandling on the ex¬ 
treme point of Monomoy Island (Chatham, Mass.)! 

Five or six Turnstones in nearly every flock of Sand¬ 
ling along the shores of Monomoy Island; they were in 
superb brooding plumage (Chatham,Mass.). 

RyQ Beach, New Hamushire. 

shot a^malo from a large flock that came into my 
decoy (Yollo\7-logged stool) on the Eel Pond marsh. 
Their flight is rapid and direct, their varied colors 
very conspicuous when they are flying. They are common 
hero on pebbly beaches. Note a rolling v/histle 

1872. 
July 26 A single specimen seen. Not afterv/ards mentioned 

in my notes on this season. (This ommission was doubtless 
duo to carelessness for I distinctly remember the bird 
as occurring frequently on the Eel Pond every season 
that I shot at Rye Beach, and regularly, in August, 
on the pebbly portions of the beach.). 
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Squatorola helvetica. 

1870. 

Saw large flocks at Long Island, Boston Harbor; 
their flight is continued unusually late this year. 
Took one at Rye Beach August 20. They fed both on 
the sea beach, and on the upland pastures near the coast. 

1871. 
May 24 The markets for the last fevr vrseks have been filled 

with those birds; I am told by the marketmon that 
yirginianus never occurs in spring, 

1875. 

Aug. 17. Three or four on Long Island, Boston Harbor. 

Sept,24. Shot one on the Coatue Point. My boatman called 
him \7ithin range very readily. The gunners here call 
this species the Beetlahead. (Nantucket). 

« « A flock of five on the shore of the harbor were ex¬ 
ceedingly shy, but by stalking them cijefully wo killed 
three. Their characteristic positions are identical 
with those of the analler Plover, but they run rather 
hifferently and much faster. Their note is a’long—drawn 
whistle, very mellow and plaintive (Nantucket), 

“ 27. One on the mud-flats at Smith’s Point )Nantuck0t). 

• 
CO Landing at our gunning house on Coatue Point just 

after dark v/e haerd a long dravm v/histle of one of these 
birds flying over the viator. Fisher answered him when 
he passed close to us several times, unseen, ho^70ver, 
in the darkness. More than once a lov/ \7eird, guttural 
amolst choking cry immediately sueceeded the v^histle. ’ 
The effect of the whole v/as very interesting (Nantucket). 

CO
 

o
 

• We killed three yesterday and three to-day on Coatue 
Point, Nantucket. 

1876, 

May 6. On Monomoy Island, at 10. P.M. ® heard the long- 
drawn plaintive whistle of one of these Plover coming 
through the darkness and mist from the flats to the west¬ 
ward. This spee7.es is nearly as nocturnal as a Snipe 
or a Wodcock (Chathairn, Mass,), 

ff « 
Three at Chatham, Mass. The gunners say thoy arri¬ 

ved yesterday. 

Ton alightod on a small island. I got almost v/ith— 
1! in shot bofore thoy flev/'; they presonted a beautiful 

appearance in their perfect summer plumage. (Chatham. 
Mass.). ’ 
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Squatorola holvetica 

Ryo Boach, Nev/- Hampshire. 

I 1870. 
Aug.l9-3| Soon nearly every day on the beach, more rarely on 

the Eel Pond marsh. Exceedingly shy but easily called 
by VAhistling. 

1871. 

July 31, 

Aug. 2. 

One soon, 

“ 25. 

1872. 
Aug. 14. 

Three or four passed through the Eel Pond marsh. 

Saw a single bird. Another v/as noted throeor four 
days earlier but I neglected to record the date. 

I 

i 
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Charadrius virginicus. 
44 

Maine (Lake Unbagog). 

1873. 

Septi 1. Saw one near tho mouth of Cambridgo Fivar. 

1880. ; 

Sept. 2. One passing high ovarhoad \7histling plaintively. 

I called it when it descended \7±th half-ciosed vnings and 
dashed swiftly passed the boat. 

One v/-andering over the mud-flats and marshes at 
the mouth of tho Cmabridge uttering its plaintive rolling 
v/histle, and finally passing out over the vroorls vrithout 
alighting. 

Four, all adults, on the bar at the mouth of the 
Kiver. They ran about exactly like the smaller spe¬ 
cies but their movements were much more rapid. They 
had the same Robin-like manner of making short runs, 
stooping^ for a moment to pick up a morsel of food, then 
standing erect and statuesque for moment before start¬ 
ing on the next run. When they faced us the black 
patches beneath y/ere very conspicuous. I killed all 
four of them. 

El ever;, all adults, feeding on tho bar at the mouth 
of the Cambridgo. They wore very tame, I killed throe 
of them. 

0 1882. 

Oct.8-22 I distinctly heard one on October 17. 

1880.. 
Sep t,16. Foru, all adults, feedJ.ng on a bar at the Ou lot. 

They vroro vorv tame. 
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1871, 
Charadrius virginicus. 

Sept, 3, Hundreds observed by BWQHenshaw, 

“ 7. A flock seen by R.Deane. 

“ 9. Tv/o (Ipsv/i ch) . 

1875, 
Sept, 21 One seen. The young of this species is known here 

as the “Pale-belly” (Nantucket), 
! 

1875. 

Sept. 24. Saw a single bird. The gunners say that the flight 
passed early in September (Nantucket). 

“ 25. A flock of about fifty on the sandy shore of Hummock 
Pond, At the report of my gun they rose and were makirg 

Fisher began to v/histle to them. They imme¬ 
diately turned aiid came back, passing v^ithin long range, 
when we killed five; one fine adult, four young. All 
are exceedingly fat. They were afterwards joined by a 
larger flock when all disappeared over the sandhills. 
A third flock of about tv/enty sitting on a sand-spit 
flevy long before I could get/vathin range. These Plover 
fly very swiftly and in a compact body, at a distance 
somev/hat resembling Wild Pigeons. The first flock that 
I saw passed us in silence, I heard some of the others 
utter a single low mellow v/histle, different from that 
of ^.jloLiotjca,. We found their tracts everywhere on the 
sandy shore of the pond. (Nantucket). 

“ 27; One on the mud—flats at Smith’s Pond, wery shy (Nan¬ 
tucket). 

“ 28. At sunset saw several largo flocks flying dose 
over the v/ater at the Harbor a^ Nantucket. 

“ 29. One passing over Coatue Point at an immense height 
answered my call with a single short v/histle and imme¬ 
diately descended when I shot it (Nantucket), 

1868. 
Rye Beach, New Hampshire. 

Aug. 

September' Savy tvyo August 22. By September 1 they became 
buraerous, but not abundant. They often came into the 
Eel Pond marsh and I sav/ one shot there as it v/as running 
over the mud in company with Totanus flavipos. 

1871. 
Aug, 28, A single bird, the first soon this year, alightod 

on tho marsh and v/as shot. 

1872. Not mentioned in my notes of this season and, if I 
remember rightly, not soon at all. 
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Aegialitis vociferns 

1873, 
Nov, 22. 

1868. 
Aug, 31. 

1871. 
Aug. 4. 

1872. 

Arthur Smith tolls mo that ho shot ono in Brookline 
in tho year spring of 1873. 

Rye Beach, Nov/ Hampshire. 

Saw ono flying hbout the Rel Pond, With its point¬ 
ed wings and long tail it resembled a Wild Pigeon, 
Its note was a shrill doe-doe-deo-dee . 

Saw two flying in a flock of Totanus flavipos. 

Not noted this season a nd I believe not met with. 
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1869. 
Sept, 2. 

1871. 
May 25. 

1875. 

Aug. 4 

Sept. 6. 

Aegialitis semipalmata. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

A large flock on the shores of Shornon*s Pond (Wal¬ 
tham). 

Several on Charles River. 

About a dozen in an immense flock of Ereunete^ on 
the mud-flats in Cambridge Nook, Fresh Pond 

Shot on the mud-flats in Fresh Pond. 
/ 
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1873. 
July 19. 

1874. 
Aug. 8. 

1880. 

Sopt. 4. 

“ 5. 

14. ! 

15. 

Aogialitis somipalmata. 

Maino ‘Lake Umbagog). 

Five on the marshes in connany \7ith Peep; 

A large flock passed over the flooded meadov/'s and 
failing to find a resting place passed out to the south 
over Upton Hill. 

Tv/o on a mud bar at the mouth of the Cambridge. 

Five feeding on the bar at tlie mouth of the Cam¬ 
bridge; their motions are very graceful, and resemble 
those of the Pobin. 

A number feeding in company with “Peeps-’’, on a mud 
flat in Sargent’s Cove. 

Large numbers on the bar at the mouth of the River. 

Large numbers in company with “Peeps” feeding cm 
the bar at the mouth of the Cambridge River. 

^ flock on the bar at the m.outh of the Cambridge 
River, in company with Freunetes. 
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Aegialitis soinipalinata. 

1870^ 
S0pt.24. Pour on Long Island, Boston Harbor, Hass. 

1874. 
Juljr 1. Saw t^ro and shot one, a mals vz-hich evidsntly would 

not have bred this year (Nantucket )'o 

1875. 

Aug. 17. Numbers on Long Island, Boston Harbor. 

“ 26. Large numbers feeding on grasshoppers on the close- 
cropped turf of the hilly sheep pastures on Long Island, 
Boston Harbor, Hass. (See Obs.Under Preunetes), 

Sept,21, Abundant (Nantucket). 

1876. 

May 7. Several small flocks (Chatham, Hass.), 

“ 15. Very numerous (Chatham, Mass,), 

• 
CD

 Large flocks at sunset flying in to roost on the 
dry gravelly flat behind the sandhills, (Chatham,Mass,), 

1868. 
Aug. 

Rye Beach, Mev/ Hamsshire. 

Prom August 14 to September 1 they were abundant 
associating vzith Least Sandpipers and Sandligg and fre¬ 
quenting the beach and marshes about equally. Their 
motions recall those of Turdus mi^ratorius They ad- 
Vance by short runs, paiasing a moment in an erect posi¬ 
tion before starting again, occasionally bending quickly 
forward to pick up something. 

1871. 

July 28, A moderate flight. 

Aug, 7. A heavy flight mingled with Peeps, 

“ 8. Passing in immense niambors. 

“ 28. There has been a remarkable flight for the past 
three days, many hundreds going overhead or through the 
marsh daily. 

1872.• 
July 20,1 A steady flight all day, flock of eight or ten in¬ 

variably acconpanied by several times as many “Peeps", 
and occasionally by one or two AoKialites roloda. (Not 
afterwards mentioned in the somevzhat fragmentary notes on 
this season). 
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Aegialitis meloda 

1870. 

.'Uly 1. Although tho birds v/’ore abundant, v/e found but ono 
Dost; this ¥/as merely a slight depression in the bare 
sand near the shore, and contained four eggs well advan¬ 
ced (Muskegat), 

0 a Copunon, breeding,at Muskegat Island, Wass, 

“ 11. Common, breeding on the sandhills (Ipswich^Mass.), 

1874. 

June 18. Shot a pair on a sand beach {Marston’s Mills, ^'ass.l 

July 7. Pound a young bird on Muskegat not more than three 

days old. The fishermen call this species the “Peblo* 
evidently from its note. ’ 

Sept.22. Six or eight at Smith’s Point. Shot two, both 
young birds in fall plumage (Nantucket). 

“ 25. A few at Smith’s Point (Nantucket), 

1866. 
May 6. About fifty (Chatham, Mass. 

1866, 
Aug. 16. 

Rye doaeh, New Hamoshire. 

Shot an adult bird .v/’hich v/’as accompanied by several 
young only a few days old. 

1868. 
Aug. 19. Tvro on tho beach in company with Aeg.semioalmatus 

and Tr.inga minutilla. Their habits aro si mil fit* t.n 

those of tho former species from vjhich, alive, they can 
bo only distinguished by their light color. 

1872. 
July 26, During a heavy flight of Waders to-day several of 

this species was noted in nearly every passing flock of 
Aeg.semipalmatji that came through the mar«b. 
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Philohela minor. 
1868, 

Middlosox County, Mass. 

Mar, 28, Saw one in a piece of 1o\t v/oods where the ground 
was bare of snow in spots. 

Apr, 11, Flushed and shot four (two males, two females) 0)0 a 
low, swampy covert. One of them rose out of range 
and alighted in an open field on the surface of the snow. 
Dimensions of a male which was, if anything, larger thah 

, either of the. two females: Length, from tip of bill to 
!! end of tail, eleven and one-fourth inches. Prom tip of 

bill to end of middle clav/, twelve and one-half inches. 
Extent, 18. 

May 26. Bound a female v^ith three young which wore apparent 
ly about a week old. She lay on the ground perfectly 
motionless, until I got my hand vathin a fev/- inches of 
her, then rose with hanging legs, like a Rail, and after 

I flying a short distance, tumbled about as if v/ounded, 

Jul; 11, Shot three, two old birds and one young, woll-grov/n 

and active on the wing. The old birds weighed respec¬ 
tively seven, and eight and one-half ounces. They rose 
at the distance of about ten paces and rarely flew more 
than twenty yards at a time, proceeding for the most 
part in a direct line but where the cowsrt was thick 
dodging about the tops of the bushes. ’ 

20. Watched one to-day for sometime; the moment that 
he saw me ho erected his tail and ran vath great sv/ift- 
noss for twenty yards or more and then squatted. 

“ 26. 

Sept,11, 

Sept.29. 

Oet. 8. 

They have not changed their g 'ounds as yet. 

Shot one to-day. It rose from the summit of a 
long, dry ridge v^here the ground was shaded by tall pines 

Pound one in a rather dry maple sv/amp. 

Pound several, evidently flight birds, on a hill¬ 
side aD)ong birches. 

Nov, 7, 

* 14. 

One on a hillside among birch trees and evergreens, 

One was shot and several more seen, the last of the 
season. The flight birds “coming on* just before the 

ItlL n abur.dant, and remained severe 

irfb; year owinj to the late spring snov/s. 

1869. 

Shot a male to-day, the first of the season. 

June 6. Young about half-grovm but unable to fly; female 

flOv/ ofi at the first alarm but showing little concern 
for her helpless progeny, 

Oct, 
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1869. 
Philohola minor. 

Middlosox County, Mass. 

(Oct.8) Many here to-day in low lying birchess As we have 
had several touches of frosty weather lately it is proba¬ 
ble that the flight has commenced. 

“ 18. Shot one, flushing it on a hill-top among scanty 
birches. 

“ 25. Started seven to-day and took five of them. Al¬ 
though wo beat the hillsides carefully wo found all our 
birds in lo\7 lying bushes birch coverts and r-uas. wot runs. 
They were all undoubtedly flight birds. They lay;very 
close, permitting an approach to within a few foet^ The 
majority whistled less loudly than summer birds. 

Nov. 8. Started six and took five of them. Three we found 
on hillsides in dry birch covers, tv/o in wet runs, the 
sixth in a swmpy maple grove. 

“ 9. Took throe, one on a hillside, one in the “runs* 
and the third among low lying birches. ' 

“ 13. Started two on a birch hillside. 

to Started two, the last of the Season, on a birch hill¬ 
side. One of them rose only a few feet in front of- the 
dog and after trying vainly to got through the thick 
branches,^ dropped backwards to the ground, and starting 
again, whistled off with wonderful quic.knoss. 

1870. 

Mar., 26. One v/as seen to-day I think at West Newton. 

Apr. 7. 
Saw one taken to-day; upon dissection it proved to 

be a female which contained eggs So fully developed that 
t ey would probably have been deposited in a day or two. 

“ 7. Took a female that ws on the point of depositing 
her first egg. - b 

Sept.12. Started several in a dense, m oist covert of swamp 
maples. 

Oct. 25. Started thirteen flight birds mostly among birches 
(Concord). 

Nov, 13i Two were seen. 

1871. 
Mar. 25, One soon in Belmont (C.Cartor); they have undoub¬ 

tedly boon hero for sometime. 
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Philohela minor. 
1871 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

{Mar.22) Sav/ one that undoubtedly had young as it acted Very 
strangely, making a querulous sound and flying only a 
few yards at a time. 

June 17 Started a brood of four young birds on a high hill 
covered with tall poplars; there vras a heavy rain last 
night v/’hieh may account for this; though apparently of 
full size these birds flew feebly. 

Sept.20-' 
21 i The v/oathor v/as sharp for September and started 

quite a flight of these birds. They took to the al¬ 
der swamps and tuns though a fev/ were found in lovely-ly¬ 
ing birches. As-many as thirteen were started in a 

day at Concord; all were large old birds just recovering 
from the moult; oveing to the drought they have been 
scarce through the suDimer, 

The heaviest flight of birds passed through the 
state. The weather was very cold, the thermometer fall¬ 
ing to 28 . 

Started five among birches (Concord). 

A very small male , in Waltham on birch hillside; 
sportsmen say that the tail end of the flight is always 
composed of small birds. Saw so many signs that I am 
convinced that there must have been quite a flight dur¬ 
ing the last few days. 

Shot the last, a very small male bird which we 
started in a sheltered run shortly after day break; it 
had evidently just dropped in from the north as there v/as 
only one patch of white-wash onthe ground where it had 
been sitting and on dissection we found the stomach al¬ 
most entirely empty; it v/as, hov/ever, in good flesh 
though not fat, and whistled loudly as it rose. The 
country has been frozen hard for weeks and the mercury 
for days in succession has fallen to zero. 

1872, 

A Woodcock was started from North Market St. near 
Quincy Market, Boston, early this morning, by a trust¬ 
worthy and experienced sportsman, one of the members of 
the Tremont Club. 

cr 30 
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(Apr.30) 

1874. 
June' 3. 

• 20. 

Philohela minor. 

Middlesex County^ Mass. 

hitherto uninterrupted now became broken or divided into 
syllables like e.hipperchipperchipper~chij3perchipperchipp- 
or., rapidly in reasing in quickness and volume, and pro¬ 
bably produced by the wing-beats, the pauses represent¬ 
ing intervals of sailing (during this stage of the per¬ 
formance the bird was invisible). At length v/ith a 
\yhit-wit, it began a liquid, estactic warble much like 
that of a water-v^histle and aecelorated in volume and 
sweetness as it approached the ground, till at length it 
ceased abruptly when the bird pitched to the earth. Af¬ 
ter hearing him sing several times v/e rushed to the spot 
whence he rose while ho was in the air, and concealed 
ourselves in a large ground Juniper Just as the last 
notes of his song died away overhead, when the bird 
dropped within five yards of us the rustling of his.feath¬ 
ers being distinctly audible as he closed his wings 
Ho immediately began uttering a loud harsh da-a-au,*whinh 
sounded at a distance like the cry of a Nighthawk, but 
near at hand had a strange vibrating twang. This 
was repeated at iptorvals of about five second each 
and usually about thrity times before the bird rose into 
the air again. It was invariably preceded by a note 
sounding like the the fall of a heavy drop of vmter in 
a cistern, a low .pjt.—u.l, P_t-u_l, pt-ul repeated twice or 
thrice the last utteronee being given in the same breath 
with the a^. Sometimes the latter was suddenly 
choked in the-middle of its utteronee as if by the bir< 
swallowing something. After the light had faded alto¬ 
gether from the west the song ceased, but the other 
notes 'were kept up without intermission. 

In the Warren Run, Waltham, I started a largo Wood¬ 
cock directly under-feot. She flew about ton paces 
and alighting, began to beat the ground with her wings, 
uttering a whining noise like that of a young puppy. 
Searching carefully among the leaves I found a young bird 
about the size of a newly hatched chicken squatting close 
to the ground. It allow ed mo to seize it before mov¬ 
ing but when caught began a plaintive peeping which imme¬ 
diately started three others, who scuttled off at a groat 
pace their down-clad wings hold extended like so many 
ostriches, all peeping loudly. The old bird now came 
up running prettily over the leaves, showing much anxiety 
but never approaching nearer than about two rods. Re¬ 
leasing my little captive he started off after his bro¬ 
thers and I left them. 

Started a pair in the Warren Run, Waltham. The 
female tumbled about on the ground boating her wongs frar^ 

ca y. They must have had a brood of young but I was 
unable to find the latter. ® 



.noflim jsloxioixa'i 

.aaeM xoaoXofeiM " 

otnx faobivit) *io iieiotd profiood von hoiqtsft' tax six’ oii’diid 
-ncj..;a.iei-:. jffa»ioc(.alrt«|f Aririidn-tpi^fininaoliia o:(lX sc.L etly.z 

-onq hns ,onnInv bus aaoiP-alffp dl a^jafn ni ,JS£. 
-^tioariqoi aoaijjsq ^aJscd-aa/v er'f boo'boiit ’'Xticd 

-tpq odi lo os^.Ja «jri* iai*KrlJi) gflU Xi«a lo aXsvt; Xai 
s riJiw rfJQorX .tA .(ridiaivai ajavr btXd onatm-fol 

oMxX rioffn oXdnfiW oiSoe*z«i ,blupiX jb ti ..SjjlrSjjJ^ 
b0f5 ortr.'X.'V rtX brta oXJaidv-t*'a lo fddf 

fi dS^iXf £ is £IiS ^bacotu f*di bod-.Bonqq.a fi as aataSeova 
-lA .rf^ia© o.t faoHytlq bfld «x;+ .writr yXvtqmds ^ioaso# 

.toqa eri.t oJ beriuot ow aorttX^f ia-i VOB gflxe nuxl *j0i*ifiori *i»J 
belecoac^o bits ^nir. oxlS nl ssw ©Xiriw rao'i ©li ©ouoriw 
ias£ odi as tavt bW'oig a 0I a<vXoc.tuo 
bild cdi aodv ^bsod^mo ysw/^ b^ib i^no-^' aid aoSoa 

-<{iBe1.ald lo ^alLiavv. odi au '’o abnay evil xlirt^x^'’ beqqoib 
ajjaxv,’ axri boaoXo ®xl a* ©XdXbuxs yXJoxii^aib ynied a*i© 

rfoifiv* rfstarf bffoX « suiio^iJw asgod yloJelbonni oH 

^wd ,3twex{^f{5*xl! fi lo yto oriJ ©alXI-©ortsJaxb a fa bobnooa 
axriT *jo&wf grri* fdlv o'^ss'ifa i> bfix- tui/ixi Sa ia©o 

rfo*^© b0of>©2 pvJrl Suoaa lo alavta^qi fa h»9soqfi*s aew 

oi'fli ftao*T b*sitj ^d$ p*i'>l©d axwtijd i*ix{} Jtioda yiXBwaji bbs 
efoc e yd bPboopiq yXdeiirVrti s«w ft ,nis^ 1^3 erf^ 

ai io^xbW lo qoT’ yvaeri r. lo XXbI odf edi edtL gcibadoa 

lo oolw^ becfBoqei JLurJ^ ♦ii'-iit « ,a*iGiai» a 
dSsotd oflira mii »x iipvijj ’^alod eoa^irfia f&al odi coxinf 

yXttebbrra anr odt a©ftiXJ©woa •MrMrMH 
k^td f>ff^ yd 11 as oottonoifu aft lo ©Xbbirt odS til bo^ioila 
-oJlB fapbal beri fd'^it .gdixJJortoa ifliwoXIawa 

•loxiJo f>dS fisd , boafloo uaoa *^df Jaew o 'f motl leriiog 
*(jalsalrmo^cii fvodti' qrf tqjOJl tow ar^oa 

-bodW ogieX B boJixsJa I laW ,aufl noinstf edf at 
aoor.q aof Jdoda woXl exiJ? .*ool-iobfl« yXJofi*ixb 3tao» 

anaiw loxl rfJiw bmroig adf fsad of dBt?o«* bne 
* yqqd<3 Sitt'ov & lo fadf oJtiX oaiort Bolniifw * ^rtifoifa 

bfld umfor/s bnool I aosBoX odf gxionB T-Unl©i^o s^iidotsoS 
eaoro BitiJlBOpa fiOJioJt.^o bodofsd ylwon r. lo esla edf foods 

-vow ofolpd 11 oslra oJ ow b« woIIb ft .bat'o-Tg oril ol 

-cnml lioxri^ 30i :eeq ©irxlaiBXq b aBr,ed Irfanno noriw a^x 
jeof3 a fa llo betllooa orfw ,afoxflo oe^Hl beltrla yloJxslb 

rnarx oa edU hebcofxo b£od agfllw baXo-xwob lioxll ©ocq 

evmo voa btld bio exff .yXbwol gfllqooq £1© 

tlolxfiB xibUfa 3«£vof;a ,aoVBoX edf tevo jL 
■ -©fl .afaof owl IwoifB asril leissfl goixiOBofqxiB ne^ ©0 *ud 

-Old aid follB llo bolnola erf ©vllqBO 30i««oX 
♦f#' r 1 boB aierlf 

(O: .iqA) 

,e ©flot 

exir .merillBW ,aufi aeitaV © 1 *ti ilaq'e bolnl8 

agflov. leri anHaod bo o-,!4 brtJ no f"^3^’ 

oov, I »ud BOdOY 10 boo-.d a oJ^ldoou 

.OS 



55 

1874. 

(Jane 23) 

Philohela minor, 

Middlesex County, Mass, 

One standing in the middle of the 
lows. 

road in the Wil- 

Sept,21, Melvin has found them numerous at Concord through 
the sunrner, rarely failing to start from ten to tvrelvo in 
a day. He saw the last one in a Corn-field September 
6. Since then they have boon exclusively on fall 
ground chiefly birch hillsides. As Woodcock have been 
scarce everywhere else ho is puzzled to know whore those 
came from for they ceratainly v/ere not there in July, 

“ 23. Started one at Concord. 

“ 24. Started eleven at Concord. 

Oct. 5, Melvin started eight at Concord to-day and the same 
number yesterday. 

• 15-* Started twenty-one at Concord and shot seventeen. 
Wo had throe double shots during the day. The birds, 
as a rule, rose rather lazily but often flew surprising¬ 
ly long distances. One very large bird which had boon 
started several times passed high over a largo tract of 
birches where we had first found him, and scaling over 
the top of sopo tall oaks beyond alighted in an opening 
on the further side after a flight of at least five hun¬ 
dred yards. All these birds with the exception of 
two, were-found on birch hillsides and as a rule on the 
very outskirts of the thickets. They averaged large in 
size and in every instance vrhistled as they rose, 
Melvin believes that they run and feed during the da^ at 
this season, a theory borne out by to-day’s experience 
for our dogs seemed to find scent everyv/here and often 
“roadod* birds several rods before flushing them. 
Moreover their borings and chalk-marks wore not concen¬ 
trated in one spot as is the case in summer when Woodcock 
is resident in the locality. 

Started four at Concord all of very small size, 

A Woodcock which vre started in a clump of birches 
bordering a potato dield had been feeding all over this 
field, as v/as conclusively shovm by the numerous borings 
Qtc. At such a season as this when these birds v/ithout 
exception are found on high dry ground, this fact is of 
especial interest. 

Started a very large bird on the edge of some bir¬ 
ches in Belmont. W e fired shots at it when it fell 
in some alders within tvranty yards of us. Upon putting 
in my setter he followed its track thirty yards or more 
out into an open meadow where, to my surprise, it rose 
apparently as v/ell as ever. Another shot, hov/ever, 
brought it down broken-winged. After picking it up and 
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Philohela minor. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

while admiring its beautiful plumage and bright hazel 
eyes it suddenly began to flap its uninjured v/ing, each 
stroke of which produced a distinct note of the charac¬ 
teristic whistle, thus finally settling the question as 
to v/hether this sound is produced by the wings or by 
Vocal organs. 

On April 15 I visited Carlisle to hoar Woodcock sing 
but none wore either seen or heard. Mr.Robbins hoard 
them there three nights in succession. The 8th, 9th, 
and 10th; ho has heard none since. 

Pound a nest in the Warren Run, Waltham. In sear¬ 
ching for it ny setter first pointed the male; after mak¬ 
ing sure that it did not rise from the nest I started the 
dog on again and he soon came to another point. Feeling 
sure of the nest this time I scrutinized the ground in 
^11 directions ahead of him in hopes of discovering the 
sitting bird, I could see nothing, however, but the 
universal .Yoodland carpet of dry loaves and many tinted 
mosses v/^ith Antiopo Butterflies playing about in the sun¬ 
shine until, taking another step towards the statuesque 
setter, I placed my hand for support, on a small birch 
sapling, v^hen, v/ith hanging legs and a scarce audible 
flutter, a large Woodcock sprang from the ground at my 
very feet and rising straight up among the birches, v/hist— 
ledoff in the usual nmnner. Looking down there wore 
the eggs gour in number, conspicuous enough now on their 
bed of dry oak leaves and grasses. After taking a good 
at them I withdrew about fifty yards and concealed my¬ 

self in hope that the old bird would return, but she 
did not although I waited there just an hour by the watch. 
This nest v/as placed at the foot of a birch sapling on 
top of a little mound where it vras elevated scarcely more 
than a foot above the surrounding water. It was in about 
the middle of a springy run. The cover though dense 
along the border of the run v;as, in the neighborhood of 
the nest, low and scanty. The nest v/as composed chiefly 
of leaves and dry grasses carefully and smoothly arranged 
and was distinctly hollowed in the centre, A few feath-* 
ers from the Bird’s breast were mingled with the other 
materials. The eggs had been incubated about a week 
The male v/hich I flushed first was lying some twenty 
yards from his sitting mate. 

Four young Woodcock accompanied by their mother in 
tall maple and oak grove bordering a brook. Two of the 
young rose first quickly follov/ed by the old bird. The 
whole five were lying close together but scattered in 
all directions when flushed. Following one of the young 
birds I started it again when it v/ent off strongly fly¬ 
ing at least two hundred yards. At this the mother, who 
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Philohela minor, 
1875, i 

Middlesox County, Mass. 

(June ISiJ had disappeared at the first alarm, r ©turned and fly¬ 
ing slov/ly by with dangling legs, alighted within ten 
yards and spreading her wings fluttered off over the 
leaves trying to entice me to follow her. The young 
v/ere about tv/o-thirds grown; neither they nor the 
mother v/histled when flying, 

July 5, Started three in the Warren Run, all young birds, 
full grovm and in good condition. Tv/o v/ere in thick 
scrub oaks on a hillside, the other in long grass in a 
meadow. 

" 30, Startee a very large bird under apple trees in Bel- 
mon t. 

Sept,13, Shot one in the Maple Swamp, It rose v/ithout mak¬ 
ing a particle of noise. 

• 18. 

“ 24. 

Nov, 2. 

Two at Concord, one on a birch hillside, the other 
among dense alders in a wet run; one whistled, the other 
rone silently; both were in the middle of the moult. 

Melvin started ton at Concord; ho considers this 
the first flight. 

Melvin started six to—day and the same number yester¬ 
day (Concord), 

1876. 

Mar, 14, Two wore seen in Melrose March 12. Goodalo tolls 
mo that ho had one brought to him December 6, 1875, which 
had been killed in Waltham the previous day, 

Apr, 8. Five started in the Cotton Run by Deane. 

• 25, Searched the Warren Run carefully for a nest my 
setter found and started a male Woodcock within six foot 
of v/here I took the nest last year but I could find nei¬ 
ther the female nor the nest to-day. 

30, Hunted again for the Wodcock’s nest in the Warren 
Run but could not find it, although the wo started the 
male in nearly the same spot where he was seen on the 
2.5th, 

3* Melvin showed me a nest at Carlisle. The female 
was sitting and three of us accompanied by a pointer dog 
approached v/ithin arms length of the nest vathout dis¬ 
turbing her and sitting down in a circle about it watch¬ 
ed her for at least fifteen minutes. During this time 
she remained perfectly still, the slight, almost imper¬ 
ceptible, movement of the tail and back alone betraying 
the rapid beating of her anxious heart. Her full dark 
©jtes, however, regarded us calmly and during all the time 
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Philohela minor. 
1876. 

Middlosex County, Mass, 

(May 3)1 that we vrare sitting there I noticed noticed that she 
did not once wink. For a moinent a stray beam from the 
setting sun found its vraj through a rent in the clouds 
and lighted up the quiet little woodland nook, lending an 
additional lustre' to the bird*s dark eye and deepening 
the brovm tints of her marble plumage. The merry peep 
of the hylas came up from the neighboring sv/amp, and a 
Robin burst into song from the top of a neighboring pine 
but still the Woodcock stirred not. At length, cautious¬ 
ly extending my hand, I actually touched her tail with 
my fingerstips, then her back, s+roking the feathers gent¬ 
ly. Finally pressing dov/n a little so that she felt 
the v^eight of my hand she sprang with startling sudden¬ 
ness direetly from the nest, whistling loudly as she 
rose, then dropping to the ground tumbled about among the 
oak leaves uttering a complaining noise so deep and low 
that it sounded almost like a surpressed growl. I fol¬ 
lowed her a little way when she again rose and made off 
through the tree-tops. 

This nest was about fifty yards from a densely wood^xl 
run on high ground in a little opening surrounded by 
scattering hazeland alder bushes. It was rather more 
substantial than the nest which-I found last year and 
was composed outwardly of leaves and lined so thoroughly 
with dry grasses that the exterior material v;as entirely 
concealed. The hollow was rather shallow, the whole 
nest so small that the sitting bird covered it entirely. 
The eggs were four in number and the handsomest set that 
I evefi sees.have ever seen. This nest was found April 
28 when the /i|Q^t was complete. 

“ 23. Started a pair together in Concord but could find 
neither eggs nor young. They rose with a heavy whir- 
ing as loud as, and in every way similar to, that produc¬ 
ed by Ruffled Grouse. 

Sept.13. Started six in “Hall’s' Concord. 

“ 21. Pound several lately among birch and hazel cover on 
hillsides. 

“ 28. Started one in Birches (Concord). 

“ 29. 
V 

One among birches (Concord), 

Oct, 9, Started four (Concord), 

“ 11. Two (Concord), 

“ 12. Throe (Concord), 

“ 16. Started thirteen among birches in a limited area 
in Concord. The ground was covered v/ith about two 
inches of snow which fell yesterday and the whole country 
is said to have been swarming v/ith Woodcock to-day. But 
fev/ v/ore seen afterwards this season. 
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1876. 
Philohela niinor, 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

!0ct.l7) Started only one in “Hall’s*, Concord,to-day. 

« 19, Pound one at Concord in some scrub oaks barely knee 
high. 

“ 26 Started one at Concord, 

“ 27 Started one at Concord, 

Dec. 5. Hesbitt started one in Belmont. The last v/as seen 
at Concerd 8?.November 27. 

1879, 
Oct. 7. One v/hich I shot at Connord was still moulting about 

the head and throat. It v/'oighed seven and one quarter 
ounces and was very fat. The fat unlike that of most 
waders was of a lucious, molting qality like that of the 
Connecticut Warbler, 

1880. 

Oct. 11. Started four at Concord in the space of a fevr square 
rods. They wore in low seeond-grov^th oaks interspersed 
with a few birches. They were all fine, vigorous birds, 
rising with a clear, ringing whistle and taking long * 
flights. They probably came in last night as there were 
few signs among the leaves where they lay, I believe 
Woodcocks, like Snipe, often migrate in flocks of small 
parties. In no other v/ay can I explain the finding of 
somany^birds in so limited a space, while neighboring and 
equally favorable covers remiined unoccupied. 

• 12. On the ground whore I killed the Woodcock yesterday 
I could find none this morning. Bordering that covert 
hov/ever, is a boated tract with isolated clusters of 
sprouts and an occasional leafless dog vrood. Hero 

within the space of a few rods I flushed and killed four 
birds. They v/ere certainly not hero yesterday. Throe 
of the four vrero males, two of them young birds; the 
fourth \yas an adult female. 

^ 23. One at Concord; they are scarce this season. 

1881.• 

Oct. 27« 

1 

During the past three v/'oeks I have not found a 
single Woodcock at Concord; nevertheless some of the 
other sportsmen have shot a good many. One man is re- 

; ported to have killed forty-one in Haverhill in two days. 
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1872. 
Juno 5. 

GO 
Philohela minor. 

Maino (Lake Ilmbagog ). 

Among tho t,:iickljr grov/-ing young firs and sprueos 
behind tho mill I started a fonalo v,rith a brood oT four 
young. Which were so well grown that they looked scarce 
ly smaller thari the old bird and flov/' equally well. 

The ice is said to have gone out of the T^ake only three 
v/eeks before this date. 

1873. 

2. |; At the lower settlement on the T'egalloway I was 
told that- this species had lately appeared and v/as get¬ 
ting abundant. 

i! muddy bank of Cambridge River abojit tvro miles 
above the dam, I came upon a Vfoodcock v/'hieiL ’vas fetiding 

; on the edge of the water. Still further up I found 
the mud, both on tho bank and among tho alders bored in 
many places by these birds. ’ 

1 

^ Again to-day, found nimierous borings along the 
heavily timbered banks of Cambridge River above the dam. 

Sept. 14. Five more started among the dense yo'i.ng firs and 
spruces behind the mill. 

1874 

Sept. 10.. 

1876. 

June 2. 

Started five from a spring-hole behind the house. 

Boat all the coverson Upton Hill without starting 
a bird. The season is very wet, and it is probably 
that tfhoy have taken ■*'o the forest. 

Smarted five and killed four in the cover by the 
Lake on the Sargent Farm. Only one or tv/o whistled 

the others^ rising with a heavy flutter.'and going off’si¬ 
lently. They were nearly through tho moult however. 

Early in ■ the evening heard one calling in tho 
i! birches on the edge of Abbott’s pasture. Upon comnaring 
li his cry with that o .P the Nighthawks circling over head at 
|l the time I found it to be vs ry similar but less loud and 
ii more vibrating. The Woodcock finally rose whistling 
- sharply and ascended in an easy spiral to the height of 

hundred feet, then sang exactly as noted in 
April 1874, but more feebly. He afterwards uttered b^s 

: cry for a long time but did not rise ar.^ain. 
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1876. 
Philohola minor. 

Maine (Lake Umbagoj 

.Jun 3 

11. 

To the hill above Abbott’s this evoning to hear the 
Woodcock sing. He began callin g shortly after sunset, 
and a niiiute or tv/’o later ascended into the air v/'hen, 
for the first time, I savf him through the v/'hole perfor- 

raance. Upon beginning his doseont his descent his vangs 
v/ere beaten rapidly v/ith intervals of sailing bet’veen; 
a little lov/er dov/ri ho began darting in zig-zag lines 
with arro’v-like speed tracing a course not unlike that 
pursued by a flash of lighter>.ing. A liquid gush of 

song accompanied ea,ch swoop. In this way he came down 
nearly to the ground then witli set wings pitched headlong 
to the spot whence he had risen. The oursts of melody 
corresponded so closely 'vith each sv/’ooo of the zig-zag 
descent that it really seemed as if the sound may have 
been produced by his wings. 

To the hill bo ind Abbot’s this evening to hear 
the Woodcoel:. Ho ascended only or.ice, and then but a 
little v/ay, vniistling faintly with his wings but not 
singing. 

1879. 

June 12. ,, Started three old birds along Peaslee’s brook. 
|i 

2 Started an old bird in a thicket of soruces. 

22. _ Unusually abundant f'is season. I see them almost 
daily, especially in thickets of “savins”—as the young 
firs ai'id spruces are termed hero. 

1880. 

May IG. 

17. 

Two singing in the Poasloo clearing this evening. 

Set B-4. Incubated four days—ground in side of 
low mound partially ovorarclved l.y fir slirubs. Female 
sitting, she rose at least fifteen foot ahead, soaring 
directly to the top of the trees, whistling faintly 

t en disappearing. Male started about fifty yards’ from 
|| e opot. In seconf-grov/-th v/ild cherry, poplar yellov 

■birch and alder by the lake shore. Vicinity of’the nes 
very S'vampy and wet, and the mound upon 'wliich it was 

ij placed surrounded by pools of stagnant water. 

Set G-m. Fresh—high ground, at foot of two or 
three leafless busli maples, partially concealed an-d ov-m 
spread by branches of little fir. F.emsJo sitting; I 
stepped within six inches of her before she rose when 
she flew directly away whistling faintly, and crossed an 
open pasture to some thickets beyond. Male started 

about f-rty yards off. This nest was practicaly in the 
open pasture, or rather the corner of it where the ad¬ 
joining coppice had throvm out a scattering fringe of 
saplings; the ground was high and dry—a steep bank 
in fact, reordering the lake. ’ 
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1880. 
Philohela minor. 

Maino 'Lake Umbagog ) . 

(May 23)jj 

June 4. 

One singing this o/ei.ing by the roadside above 
Peasleels. His song as I once described it is most 
like the notes of a ".Yater-V/'histIo and is certainly very 
rich and sweet. In the case of this performer it v/as 
also well sustained. I was sufficiently near him to 
hear the choking pt-ul v/’hich-precedes each utterence of 
the harsh pa’ a’ a’a^: 
bow-string. 

the latter is like the tv/ang of a 

Exceedingly abundant hero th^is season; v/e started 
four old birds on one spot on Poasleo’s Brook this morn¬ 
ing. Mr.Godv/in reports seeing a nest v;-ith four eggs 
at the Middle Dam yesterda-y, A river driver happened 
to see the sitting bird and stooping, lifted her off the 
eggs and brought her to camp. She vras liberated short¬ 
ly aftorvrards and returned i," mediately to the nest. 
The next day aii ox stepped in in it and broke all the 
Qggs. 

Two moulting; shot among brakes by the Lake shore. 

the other 
latter bird 

Found fwo behind More’s, one in alders 
in scattered birdies on the hill-side.' The 
alighted on the smooth turf within ton yards of riie^, run¬ 
ning a fev/- steps and then squatting in the foot-print 
of an ox. 

One shot in a cornfield on Upton Hill. 

One among birdies and. pofilars on Abbott’s hill. 

May My setter found ai.id pointed a fvemale as she sat on 
the nest. I nearly touched her back before she flev/. 
She rose hea.vily without v/histling, and dropped again 
within tv/onty feet. We had previously started a male 
about fifty yards away; he flev/ 
nest and alighted within fi ■i et, ion 

directly toirards the 

feet of it. When the 
female was flushed ho also rose with a hea^/y flutter and 
dropping to the ground again simulated lameness. The 
loce.lity was a oliicket of mixed yello ' spruces birches 
and ivilloiYs v/ith openings at frequent intervals, .arfavom 
ite haunt of these birds in September, v/hon they li-> con¬ 
cealed there among the tall ferns. The nest was on the 
top of a little mound partially protected from the vna- 
tnor, and from observation, by the overhanging branch of 
a small spruce. The four eggs vHiich it contained lay 
in a deep saucer-shaped hollow lined v/ith a few dry’ 
leaves; they looked fresh but I did not disturb thc^r 

Heard one singing a number of times thi; 
the roadside near Peaslee’s. 

evening by 





1881. 

(May 15) ; 

Philohola minor. 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

Visited the place vrhere i heard the bird singing 
last e'/ening. Hy setter found him in small thinly- 
gro-/ing v/illo7/s near the fence. Upon flushing him ho 

simply topped the ''’ence and alighted in a pool o\'' water 
on^the oher side, standing in the usual attitude with¬ 
out sliov/ing any fear of us. He was calling last night 
in tae open pasture inside the -once. He is an unusu- 

sweL^'"''" his water-whistle notes being -ull and 

T several times this evening in the Abbott 
clearing. He vms by far the finest singer I ev-r h-ard 

soL'Tl'Lr'"" sv« .tn,ss a,db,ih 
ong lasted nearly half a minute, each note ringing out 

^loar and distinct above the rucning wind and splashing 

19. 

1882. 

Oct.8-22 

1883. 

_ For the past two years woodcock have been nar^-rous 
in .no second growth about the Middle Dam; but last 

year thro, of their nests vtere broken up h' cattle and 
Gignteen birds were killed there in September. This 

year not one has been cither seen or heard in the ';;icini- 

that wh9n°M^^''^ '''' ^ however 
hat when r.illed no others took their places and I fail¬ 

ed to aetect evidence of ouny flight from the north ‘ 
Alva tells mo however 
Octobv 4 and 5 1881 

that during snov/-storm on 
aaw as me-tr r • ^nd ^r. Bet ton killed twelve and 

House. ^ poplars behind the Lake 

Oct. 17. 

“ 18. 

Two among some thick spruces near the Lake shore. 

Shot one among ferns near the Lake shore. 
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1869. 
July & 

Aug. 

1874. 

Jan. 24, 

Philohela minor. 

I saw none here but v^as told by an old trapper, that 
he once started one in the vicinity from the odge of an 
alder swamp (Glen House, N.H. ). 

Captain Baxter tells me that he started one late in 
December at Marston*s Mills. He believes that they 
winter there. 

Mar. 1, Arthur Smith tells me that ho killed a Woodcock 
about the middle of January last in Brookline. Started 
it from a spring- hole in an open field where the snovr 
was about a foot deep. It was emaciated and apparently 
sick. 

NoVw lO'. Melvin started one to-day at Concord, and six on the 
8th. 

1875. 

Oct, 21. We found their borings in several cornfields (Mar- 
ston’s Mills,Mass,), 
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Gallinago wxlsoni, 

Middlesox County, Mass. 

1865. 
Oct, 10, About sunset heard repeated harsh, gifting sounds 

in the marshy island behind Mt,Auburn and ^rrmjj&trrrtly a 
pair of Snipe rose high into the air and flev^ off towards 
Charles River. 

1867. 
Nov. 13. Started two just at dark from a brook running throu^ 

a meadow. The ground is partly covered v^ith shov/ and 
all the small ponds and meadows frozen ev©j»,hard. 

1868. 

May 1. Shot three. 

“ 6. Sav/' one. 

“ 6. Savr one. The day was eold and vrLndy and he rose wild 

Sept. 5. Saw three (Cambridge). 

“ 19. , ^ With the firet faint light in the oast this morning 
Snipe taegata to fly over the Fresh Pond marshes in largo 
numbers, their notes sounding unusually harsh, and short 
in tho'-stilIness. The last few nights have boon cold 
for tho season. Owing to the excess of v/ator this year 
the birds are rather poor. 

* 24 The day was rainy and tho birds v/ild. At the 
first report of our guns all the Snipe in the vicinity 
rose, and joined one another in the air until twelve wore 
flying together, and v/ith them, a Pectoral Sandpiper. 
They must have kept on v/ing for over an hour, now pitch¬ 
ing down to the me;"dows, and scaling close over the tus¬ 
socks, TiOf rising hig h in air and swweping around in 
largo circles, or perhaps flying out of sight, only to 
return again after an absence of a few minutes. 

Oct: 10. Shot five. The weather v/as warm and the day still 
consequently they lay very close. Indeed six or sev-’ 
on started by a dog rose like Rails, their legs hanging 
down, and alighted again after flying only a few yards. 

“ 15. A driving rain storm this afternoon; I found the 
meadows full of Snipe and killed a number. 

“ 16. Shot a number this morning. 

23. Started one from the middle of the road in Cambridge 
-port. It vms probably benumbed by the cold, as it 
allowed mo to got within a few feet of it before rising' 

• 26 W hilo in tho Fresh Pond swamps this morning, wai¬ 
ting for the coming light, I heard numbers of Snipe fly¬ 
ing about over their favorite retreat. 

Nov^ 23 Several vfore seen to-day on the Arlington meadov/s. 
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1869. 
Gal linage w'lsorii. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Apr. 6. Shot one to-day. 

“ 14. Heard one just at dusk, high up in air, making that 
weird humming neiee sound peculiar to this species. 

“ 24. I listened for sometime this evening, to a number of 
Snipe drumming over a large meadov/^ and heard one, v^hich 
had just finished drumming, and vras probably, at the time, 
on his^way to the ground, utter a shrill hee-hee-hec^hee/ 
On several occasions this spring I have knovm a male, 
continue his drumming flight for nearly an hour v/ithout 
the slightest intermission. They seem to prefer fine 
moonlight nights for their concerts, and probably extend 
them throughout the hours of darkness, for I have heard 
them as late as 10 P.M. 

Sept, ft 
Get. We had literally no Snipe on our meadov/s this autumn; 

At Concord itxwas the same, and is quite an unheard of 
thing there, as their fall grounds are perfection for 
Snipe, and usually furnish the very finest shooting. 
They must have avoided the state all together this season. 

1870. 

Apr. 9. Saw tvro and too k one of them, but vras unable to 
find the surviver; soon after sunset it began to “drum* 
overhead and continued it azlong as I remained in the 
vicinity, ’ 

“ 13. Started upwards of a dozen in the course of the day. 

“ 23. Saw about a dozen and took three. 

“ 26. Saw four. 

* 26. Sav/ upvmrds of a dozen. 

Sept, ft 
Oct, by 

All the Snipe meadov^s being completely dried up the 
excessive drought, the birds were driven to the beds of 
ditches and streams and the shores of ponds, for foor. 
What few I shot were much emaointArf 

/97/. 

Mar. 20, probably 
Shot the first of the season; it had appareatljs 

just arrived as it was apparently much exhausted and very 
thin. A most careful searchof the most likely meadows 
revealed no traces of others. 

Apr. 6. Throe were seen on the Belmont meadows. 

• 13, Started eight on the Belmont meadows and shot fire. 

“ 14. Started five in the Presh Pond marshes. 

“ 15. Flushed only two birds in a hard days tramp on the 
Belmont meadows. 
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1870! 
Gallinago wilsoni, 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

(Apr,17) Started five on the Fresh Pond parshes. 

Started about sisteen in all on the Deadham marshes. 

Found only one bird on the Fresh Pond marshes. 

Sav7 eleven in all on the Concord marshes. The 
day v/as dark and cloudy v/ith an east v/ind and rain fall¬ 
ing steadily, and thw birds consequently very \7ild, 
flying about in flocks like so many Ducks or Bay Birds. 

Saw between thirty and forty on the Concord mecjows 
and with Carter bagged tv/enty-three. 

Boat the Concord meadows carefully and started only 
one bird. 

Pour were found in tiie Fresh Pond marshes and three 
of them were shot by J.Mesbit. These vrere the last of 
the season. The flight, in this section of the cou ntry 
has been unusually heavy, beginning early and lasting 
late. We had the best shooting at Concord although 
we tried Deadham and other noted localities. The Con¬ 
cord meadows are very large, extending for miles on both 
sides of the river, and offering every attraction far 
t e birds. At this season they are covered by a short 
growth of green grass, and being a Imost perfectly smooth 
and level, the bids were very wild there, usually rising 
out of range until driven back inton the runs or broken 
ground about tthe edges vthere they frequently lay like 
stones. Singular tricks are sometimes played by 
this species. We started one that pitched near the 
edge of a broad ditch, entered the v;ater, swam across 
^d vmlked into a thicket of birches on the other side 
When we followed with the dog it kept flirting up flying 
a few yards v/ith dangling legs, and thendropping to the 
ground and running over the leaves like a Sandpiper 
v/ithout in the least attempting concelment. WhenVi- 
nally driven out it took a long flight across the open 
and pitched into another thicket of birches and oaks. 
Upon being started here it soared directly up like a*Wood- 
cockand was shot as it was topping a high birch. On 
another occasion v/hile walking along the river where the 
banks were high and dry, we came, IMe in. the afternonr., 

to a promontory only a fevr rods square v/hich stretched 
out into the ater, its surface broken by small mounds 
and hillocks. When nearly opposite this, three Snipe 

water, and flying across, 
alighted on the promontory. Upon going teatbespot 
to the spot we flushed eight the first rise, and four or 
five more the second. Of these wo killed three or 
four and marked the remainder down in an adjoining mea- 
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1871. 
Gallinago wilsoni. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

(May 1) dow; following them we found the place absolutely alive 
with birds and had good sport there until it became too 
dark to shoot longer. Two days after thie we visited 
Concord again and v/ent immediately to the promontory but 
neither there nor in the meadow above could we start a 
single bird. We then boat the Great Meado’vs a mile or 
more below v/here we had fair sport through the day. 
Returning in the afternoon it occured to us to try the 
promontory once more and scarcely had wo entered it when 
six birds jumped up and in a fev; moments, four more; 
follovving them into the meado\v above, what wsls our sur¬ 
prise to find that also full of Snipe, tv;enty-five or 
thirty starting in a few rises. All these were marked 
down across the river, but in going back to cross the 
bridge we passed the promontory when six or eight fresh 
birds rose from it. The next morning v/e boat this 
ground again without finding a bird but an accident com- 

ppillhg us to take the noon train hcxne, wo were unable 
to visit-it in the afternoon y/hon, without much doubt we 
should have found it well stocked as before. All three 
days were warm, sunny, and perfectly clear. Now whence 
came these numerous birds? We could not have driven 
them up from the meadows below as we killed nearly all 
that we saw there, and none of the survivors flew in 
that direction. Neither could they have been driven 
by other sportsmen, as none v/ere shooting on any of the 
rivers meadows on either day, and there are no other 
Snipe grounds, for miles. Another remarkable fact 
was that in neither place did we find either borings or 
chalk-marks. This showed conclusively that the birds 
had not been there long otherwise such signs would not 
have been wanting. Moreover neither meadow nor pro¬ 
montory was adapted for a feeding-ground both being of 
the sane character,—dry and covered with hillocks. 

et. 16. Four were shot to-day on the Fresh Pond meadow. 
Deane heard two passing over one evening in the latter 
part of August but though September the weather was so 
dry that only a few stragglers were observed.- A flight 
began to-day and lasted till about October 30, The 
Nesbitts killed eleven birds one day. While on a visit 
to Marston’s Mills, Cape nod, I was told by several old 
and reliable sportsmen that Snipe winter there regularly 
in considerable numbers, living in springy places on the 
edge of the salt marshes, 

1872. 

Apr. 6 

0 7 

0 96 

0 13. 

0 

One (Deane), 

One (Nesbitt), 

Saw one at Concord). 

Pour (Nesbitt). 
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1872. 
Gallinago vrilsoni. 

Middlosox County^ Mass. 

(Apr.16) Thirteen were started to-day, eleven of them on the 
Belmont meadows. On April 12 these meadows v/'ere fro¬ 
zen hard and not a Snipe could bo found. 

“ 17. Visited a field near the Peder powder house Medford, 
which is reported to have been swarming with Snipe yes¬ 
terday but found only four or five remaining; the place 
was a large ploughed field v/ith a rain-water pond in the 
middle. Also started fourteen Snipe on the Belmont 
meadow’s. All these birds must have com' during the rain 
storm of the 16th. The frost is not yet entirely out 
of the meadows. 

* 25. Three in Belmont and tvmlve ay Wayland. Pound two 
in an old corn-filed where the ground v^as soft and wet; 
one flew to an apple orchard on a hill—top, where ho 
lay closely under a small bush pile. 

May 7. Two on the Fresh Pond marshes, one at Wayland, thirty 
at Concord. 

- 12. A single bird shot at Concord. 

1874. 

Mar. 26. One seen in the Fresh Pond marshes although the 
ground is still frozen underneath. 

May 5-9 The Nesbitts toll me there was a good flight of 
Snipe during this time; seven being killed o n the 5th 
and more or less daily up to the 9th. * 

Sept.28, Started five on the Fresh Pond marshes. 

“ 30. One whicii I shot at set his wings, sailed about ten 
yards and dropped into a thicket of tall bushes interla-, 
cod v/ith briars. My setter hunted this closely-rfor at * 
least half an hour but failed to find him. 

Oct, 1. In the evening twilight one passed over my head in 
the Fresh Pond marshes flying with almost inconceivable 
swiftness. The seaipe of those Snipe sounds much rich- 
er and deeper v/hen they are flying about after dark, 
than in the day time. Robert Nesbitt tells me that ho 
started a flock of at least fifty Wilson’s Snipe this 
morning. They ros' several hundred yards ahead and 
flew directly out of sight. 

- 3. Saw about twenty-five op the Fresh Pond marshes. 
They lay remarkably close, six in one instance rising frcn 
nearly the same plac , giving us time to change shells 
between each shot. 
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1874* 
Gallinago wilsoni. 

Middlesex County, Mass . 

(Oc t. 3) Large numbers on the Fresh Pond m rshes, all I 
think flight birds v/hich have dropped in during the night 
We killed eighteen. They lay remarkably vz-ell, and 
flew long distances, v/e started twon on spring ground 
near Hill’s Crossing. One, an enormous bird v^ich I 
finally killed, alighted in a field of standing corn 
after being flushed from a meadov/. 

* 9. Started three on the Fresh Pond marshes. One 
v/hich I had a good chance to v/atch was staiiding erect in 
a v/atchful attitude on a mud bank After a v/hile 
every thing being quiit, he drev/ up one leg arid poising 
himself on the other, shortening his neck until his hvead 
rested betv/een his shoulders, saw for a long tiroe with 
half closed eyes dozing in the sunshine. Occasionally 
he would give a quick start, shake his feathers and turn¬ 
ing his head on one side apparently listen for the move¬ 
ment of some earth worm beneath the surface. When I 
began to arlk towards him ho straightened up for an in¬ 
stant then crouching with his bill raised to an angle 
of about 450 stood ready for a spring. At every step 
that I took forv/ard ho lowered his body a trifle more and 
finally, with a hoarse scai^e,,sprang lightly into tha 
air. 

“ 14. Started ten in the Fresh Pond marshes. 

" 20. Abundance of signs all over the marshes but I could 
find only one bird, a gunner v/hom I met had been over 
the ground yesterday v/ith similarly poor success. On th' 
15th, hov/over, he started thirteen Snipe there and six 
on each of the tv/o following days. 

“ 26. Heard two flying over the Fresh Pond marshes in the 
evening tv/ilight. 

Map.“28. 
1875. 

Mar, 22 A Snipe captured by some boys in West Newton v/as 
brought to Jessie Warren last v/eek. It v/as found'with 
its bill literally froan fast in the mud. 

Apr. 2. Started three in the bushy swamp near the Fresh 
Pond crossing. They v/ere exceedingly v/ild rising out of 
range and flying out of sight. Not the most sheltered 
spring-hole is as yet fairly thav/od out, the meadows 
v/here they lay v/ere frozen as hard as rocks, and the hy- 
las have not yet begun to peep. 

" 10. Started two in the Fresh Pond swamps; probably the 
same birds seen there on the second . Heard the first 
hyla vo-day. 
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1875. 
Gallinago wilsoni, 

Middlesex County, Mass , 

(Apr.12) One in the Fresh Pond marshes, e/idently the same 
bird seen there on the 10th, The ground in the neigh¬ 
borhood was thickly bored. 

17. One in the Fresh Pond marshes. I do not think 
there has been any considerable flight of these birds as 
yet. The meadows in most places are still frozen hard 
underneath and no green thing has started anywhere except 
in »unny spots on the uplands. 

ft 22. 

li 

I 
I 
i 

Spent an hour or more watching nine in the corner of 
a meadow near Fresh Pond crossing. My attention was 
first attracted to them by hearing a Snip-Oi e remarkable 
note which I recognized as one I heard uttered by a 
Snipe on the Belmont meadows several years ago. Ap¬ 
proaching cautiously and peeping through the fringe of 
bushes I discovered a largo Snipe basking in the sun on 
the top of a tussock and several others within a few 
yards on aft-adjoining mounds, all within thirty yards of 
me. ' Frequently one would doze in the sunshine for min¬ 
utes at a time supported on one lag only, the other 
drawn up among his feathers. Others wore preening 
their plumage, using their long bills most adroitly and 
frequently passing through them the feathers of their 
wide-spread tail. Tvro or three wore always engaged in 
boring; this interesting operation reminded me forcibly 
of eel spearing. The Snipe standingv in a crouching 
attitude v,rith its body nearly horizontal thrust down its 
bill, never vertically, but invariably at an incline for¬ 
ward of about 4^, The thrusts wore made v/ith aston¬ 
ishing quickness at least two each second. While thus 
engaged the bird stood perfectly still, lunging out on 
all sides just as the eel spearer does. A worm seemed 
to be captured once in about a dozen thrusts. When 
struck it was dravm out rapidly(again recalling the quick 
hand over hand of the Eel spear) elevated for a moment 
in the air, then swallowed with a shake or two of the 
birds head. Occasionally one of these Snipe would flit 
like a Solitary Sandpiper for a few yards and alight on 
the ice (the meadow was covered with v/ater to the depth 
of nearly a foot), standing a moment with upraised wings, 
then v/alking in a crouching attitude to some exposed 
mound of earth. Once five or six of them walked in sin¬ 
gle file across a wide expanse of bare ice their crouch¬ 
ing attitudes and stealthy stops reminding me of those of 
a file of Indians on the war path. This crouching atti¬ 
tude vms almost invariably assumed when they were v;alking 
about, the noct drawn in between the shoulders, the bill 
invariably pointing downward. When basking in the sun, 
however, the body was nearly erect, the head thrown back, 
the bill resting on the breait. At frequent intervals 
one or another of them would-utter the cry just refered 
to. It was a rapidly given cup-cup-cup-cup-cu^-eup-cup, 
uttered with a slightly falling inflection and occasiona¬ 
lly varied to: keP-kop-kep etc. Once I saw one make a 
run at another holding his long bill couched nearly hori- 
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1875. 
Gallinage wilsoni. 

Middlesex County, Mass, 

(Apr.22) zontally like a lance in rest. His adversary, however, 
declined the combat and turning tail sneaked off quickly 
into the grass. I returned to this spot in the evening 
twilight, hoping to hear the Snipe drum. Only two wont 
out of the swaroip at dusk both simply uttering the usual 
scaina. 

“ 23. Lingering among the bushes on the edge of Pout Pond 
it was most interesting to hear the variety of bird’s 
and other voices as day passed into night. The Robins 
ended the former period with a grand chorus; a brief in¬ 
terval of silence followed broken only by the incessant 
rasp of the wood bepder- borers in the dead larch on the 
further side of the ponj|. The next moment a weird 
winnowing of vrings began directly overhead ulminating in 
almost a shreik, and fairly startled me for a moment un¬ 
til I recognized the author, a Wilson’s Snipe. At the 
same time several others rose from the marsh to the west¬ 
ward each giving his sham scaine as he flew, while an 

answering drum came from the Block Island meadow. Fi¬ 
nally the merry peep of the hylas swelled up from every 
pool, and with the croaking of numerous Ranahalocina for¬ 
med a chorus that would last till the following dawn, 
a fev/ minutes later a lage Owl sailed overhead, dimly 
outlined against the sky. 

May 8. Stared six on the Geseer meadows at Concord. Tb«y 
flew directly out of sight. 

Sept.18. Beat the Great Meadows at Concord thoroughly but 
found only one Snipe. 

Oct. 7. Saw five in the Fresh Pond swamps. Nesbitt tells 
me that he killed seven last week, about swampy places 
in the fields. 

“ 0. Started four on the edge of the Groat Me4ows and 
three from the borders of a pool of rain water in a 
ploughed field (Concord). 

Nov. 15. Melvin shot one at Concord—the last bird of the 
season. 

1876. 

Apr. 1. One, the first of the season; was seen in the Brick¬ 
yard Swamp. The frost is all out of the ground the 
grass on sunny exposures getting green, and I heard the 
first hylas to-day. 

• 22. The Nesbitts shot eleven in the Fresh Pond marshes 
to-day, most of them in the Brickyarwd Swamp. 

• 30. Two in Fresh Pond swamps. 

May 2. Started sixteen at Concord. 
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1876, 
Gallinago wilsoni. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

(May 8) Nesbitt shot three in the Fresh Pond swamps. 

Sept,10, Seven at Concord. 

“ 13, Snipe eight at Concord, 

Oet, 12. One (Concord River). 

Nov. 9. One on the Fresh Pond marshes. 

1879. 

Apr, 26. Six seen by Spolman in the Fresh Pond swamps. 

July 13. Humphrey Buttriek tells me that several pairs of 
these Snipe, having passed the summer on the Great Mea¬ 
dows (Concord) and are undoubtedly breeding. On July 
4th he flushed six birds, all apparently adults. He has 
heard them in the evening on many different occasions. 

1881. 

S 
Sept.30. Flushed one from a ditch at Block Island within ten 

yards of the spot where I killed one in 1871. 

Oct. 11. Numbers have been shot within the past few days on 
the salt marshes bordering Charles River: the fresh wa- 
ter marshes and swamps are entirely dry after the severs 
drought, Garfield shot twelve on the great Meadows 
at Concord on the 9th, 

“ 13. Started three (Concord), 
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1873. 
Gal linage v/ilsoni. 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

Aug. 19. 

Sept.17 
S 

“ 18. 

1880. 

Sept. 3. 

Heard one at the Outlet shortly after dark. 

Pour vyere started on the Cainbridge River meadovrs. 

Eight were startodon the neadov/s. 

As it \7as getting dark this evening a pair of Snipe 
rose from the narsh and climbed the rosy vresterk sky until 
lost in the gloom above vrhence their hoarse scaipe came 
back through the still air. 

tt 4. Shot three on the Cambridge River meadoe/s near the 
edge of the lower pond. Hera rank grass grev/’ in scat¬ 
tered clumps v/’ith bare spaces betr.Teon covered with a vel¬ 
vety tun of emeraid—groen moss. The ground vras o'/ery- 
whore moi.st and spungy, and there vroro occasional depres¬ 
sions filled with soft mud and a little -water and fairly 
perforated by Snipe “borings'’. 

6. 

11, 

Flushed one three times 
Y/ith a heavv 'whirrinn of tiio 

on the meadows. It rose 
wings f,and flov; off in a 

perfectly straight course and in silence. At the third 
rise it took a long flight and alighted on the edge of 
the \/oods in a deep dry grassy ditch. In the evening 
tv/ilight as I .was paddling up river a Snipe shot close 
over the boat, its ’wings making a distinct rushing sound. 

Entering tiie patch of meadov/- vhiore I find most of 
those birds now, rny eye happened to light on a bare 
space among the rushes and in the very middle 'was a Snipe 
standing erect and still. The next moment my setter 
gallopped past : and getting tiie bird’s v/'ind v/heeled and 
came to a point. The Snipe, mearuwhile, had skulked under 
an overhanging leaf of pickerel weed ./hero [ t-, squatted 
in plain sight . It ws a beautiful tableau,—the 
graceful game bird cowering uiwler its sliglit orotoction 
and the intelligent dog, rigid c..s a statue, staring iwith 
fixed eyes anc! finkled forhead at the spot v/honce the 
hot scent came to his dilated nostrils. The cool breeze 
rustled among the leaves and played with the fringe on 
the dogs tail. Overhead a fisli hawk v;as circling; 
a flock of Titlarks ’whirled by and a Heron hanked harsh¬ 
ly somevmere in the marsh beyond; but the three figures 
in this central groop remained immovable for I had cought 
soroGtning of the setter’s spirit and felt reluetent to 
roak the spell. Finally the end came as it alwavs 

must. ^ The Snipe sprang lightly into the air and“dash¬ 
ed ofi in zig-zagf flight, the loud report of the gun 

rolled over the quiet meadow echoing back from the^'-^ods 
beyond, a few feathers floated oh the breezo, and the 
bird fell lifeless into the tall grass. 





1880 
Gallinage wilsoni. 

! 
i 

Maine (Lake Urabagog). 

i 

(SoptaS; 

i 

\ Judging from tho numerous “borings”and other signs 
there must have been at least a, dozen Snipe on tho raea— 

, dow last night but v/e found only one bird there this 
morning. The night was just such a one as they commonly 
choose for migrating, clear, with soft southerly wind 
and nearly full moon. 

“ 15. 

1 
1 

i 

A flock of nine, evidently migrating, came in over 
the marsh, flying in a bunch like bay-birds. They 

sv/-ep t dovm over one or two favorite spots, then mounting 
j high in the air, v/-ent out over Upton Hill. Another 

bunch of four alighted in the ma,rsh. A driving iiorth- 
; easterly storm at the time, rain falling in torrents. 

“ 16. i Started about a dozen on the marshes near the Out¬ 
let. Several lay closelyv till I passed, then rose two 
or three gun shots oohind me. I came upon one in the 
very middle of a creek squatting on the surface of tho 

iiis iiOcicl cxncl noc]c f'Xstitioriod. 3.S iiT ho v/’gt'g on 
. land. After flushing him I examined the spot and found 

the Y/ater only about three incites deep. 

CO
 

•
 Started four on tho moadov/s belov/ the house. 

“ 20. ; Started three on tho meadows below the liouse. 

1882. 
Oet.8-22 i Exceedingly abundant. The marshes were in perfect 

condition this year and I had fine Snipe shooting, some¬ 
times SL,arting as many as thirty in a few hours. Six or 
eight were seen October 21, and iheoo October 28 (C.E. 
Batchelder). 

1883. 

Oct. 17. Shot one on tho moadov;. 

“ 19. ' Shot seven. 
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Gallinago winsoni. 

1870. 
Sopt. 8. 

! 

1871. 
Oct. 14. 

1874. 

Jan, 24. 

Nov. 6. 

“ 20. 
II 

ij 

i 

1876. 

Doc. 5. 

Just at dusk heard the harsh scaioe of one of these 
flying over a small piece of reclaimed meadow on the edge 
of Parling Pond (Maine). 

Numerous, feeding on the edge of the salt marslies 
where fresh water springs ooze out from under a high 
bank. We also found several in small pond-holes in the 
woods. They are said to vyintor here in numbers (Marstorf 
Mills, Mass.). 

Captain Baxter tolls me that Snipe are v/intering 
in numbers at Marston*s Mills, Capo God, They freqont 
a narrow strip of springy marsh extending t\70 or three 
miles along the banks of a smally river. There the 
ground never freezes and the grass remains green the 
winter through. 

Numbers in their winter quarifters along the riverv 
(Marston’s Mills, ?4ass.). 

Goodalo started six at Abbington,Mass. and killlod 
three, all very largo fat birds. 

Explored the -winter haunt of the Wlson’s Snipe at 
Marston’s Mills and started seven birds there. The 

place merits detailed deecription. A brook, averaging 
about ten feet wide, winds for several miles through one 
of the most tangled swamps that I have ever seen. In 
places it runs swiftly over gravelly shaliowar, in others 
settles in still, dark pools two or more foot deep. 
It was formally a famous fishing g-ound for sea trout. 
The banks are densely wooded v/ith birch, maples and al¬ 
ders, from fifteen to tv^enty feet high, and thickly fes¬ 
tooned by green briar and v/ild grape vines. The swamp 
itself is impenetrable save by the natural pathway formed 
by the brook, and even this is choked in places by the 
vine swigg across from Sank to bank. At frequent inter¬ 
vals, springy runs which empty into the main stream, 
spread spread about through the adjoining cover; they 
never freeze, and to-day I found them as green as in 
June. Hero the Snipe lie and feed most of the time, 
although they also visit the salt marshes and flats at 
night v/hen the tide is low. They acted differently 
from any Snipe I ever saw. As I waded dovm the course 
of the brook they would rise among the bushes witK a hea¬ 
vy v/hi^ring and topping the trees like Woodcock instant¬ 
ly disappear. Occasionally they would start from the 
bank and flitting lov^ over the water in perfect silence 
follov; the course of the brook for a few yards and alight 
again. In this v/ay I started one five or six times 
before I got a shot, always driving him on aheaci of me. 
Only one—v/hich I flushed in a little meadow—flew and 
spaiped in the usual manner. Captain Baxter tells me 
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Gallinago vrilsoni. 

1B76, 

(Dec,5) that ho once saw a Woodcock here in Januarn, and I ex¬ 
amined a Virginia Rail which he shot here November 30, 
1872, (Marston’s MiHs^ Mas. . ). 

7. 
- 

Hunted the Snipe-sv/amp a second time and started 
three birds. (Marston*s Mills, Mass.). 
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Macrorhanphus griseus. 

Ry© Boach, New Hampshire. 

1868. 

Aug, 15, Saw several small flocks, they decoyed readily, 

1870^ 

Aug.13-3$.. During this time I did not see a single bird. The 
the gunners told me that the flight passed before my 
arrival, 

1871. 

July 28. A very heavy flight during the continuance of a 
N.E. rain storm, these Snipe (as v/ell as T.flavjpes) 
flying during a heavy shov/er. Both species decoyed well, 
the Snipe the bettor of the two; neither species v^hon 
vrounded sought concealment but stood boldly in plain 
sight on the mud, tilting as if unhurt. when caught 
they screafl^ed loudly, 

“ 31, Upon v/atching a number breeding I was struck by the 
resemblance in their motions to Gallinago They fly 
and feed in company v^ith Totanus Flavines All killed 
up to this date have been adults in worn breeding plumage. 

Aug., 11, A single young bird shot. 

“ 30, Fo ur or five passed. Have seen none before for 
sometime, 

* 24, One v^as shot in the gray “v/inter plumage”. This 
is my record, I do not find the bird in my collection 
and have no present recollection of it_Wm,B. 1885_I! . 

“ 25. A heavy flight all day, several flocks of fifteen 
or twenty seen. (See general obs), A number killed 

v^ere all young birds; 

1872. 

.July 22, Saw three late in the day (raine; v;ind south-east), 
Thomas Philbrick, a trustv^orthy gunner, tells mo he saw 
several large flocks on the 20th inst, 

“ 26, A heavy flight began about 2 P.M. and lasted until 
dark. The flocks averaged about eight or ton birds 
each and the intervals between the flocks wore usually 
about ton minutes. These birds came through the marsh 
against the vrind, flying lov/ over the ground and very 
rapidly, usually in a broad extended front. Sometimes 
single individuals came in company with “Peeps” v^hich 
flow in large flocks. Although I had no decoys I bagged 
tv/enty-fivo Snipe which, without a single exception wore 
.a_dult birds. Cloudy, with pouring rain all day, and 
w^ind strong from the south-east, 

“ 27. Clear and pleasant; wind oast. A few flocks passed 
at daylight but none later. Last night, hov/evor, about 
midnight, I was av^akoned by the v/^histling clamor of v/’hat 
must have boon a very large flock© of these birds passing 
over the house. 
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79 
Macrorhamphus grisous. 

1872. 
Rye Beach, Nov/ Hampshire, 

(Aug. 3) Five or six flocks passed in quick succession about 
2 P.M, Clear; v/ind south-east. 

“ 3. Several flocks passed in quick succession about 
9 A.M, Raining; wind south-east. 

“ 8. Three only in a very heavy flight of Totanus Flavi- 

“ 9. A few ««««««« u 

« 12. A heavy flight in the afternoon. Cloudy, wind 
north-east. 

“ lv5. A few seen on the 13th, one, the last, to-day. 
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1870. 

July 11, 

1874, 
June 18. 

1875. 
Sept. 2. 

Macrorhamphus griseus. 

I saw several small flocks at Ipswich, Mass, at 
sunset this evening. The gunners there told me that 
they had been flying in small numbers for several days. 

A pair shot v/hile feeding together on a sand beach 
and another seen. The two killed were male and female 
and apparently v/’ould not have bred this season (Marston’s 
Mills, Mass. ). 

A flock of twelve on the mud-flats Long Island, Bos¬ 
ton Harbor. Two shot v;ore both immature birds. 

i 
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1875. 
Sept,22, 

Mieropolama himantopus. 

Shot one vrhich v/as feeding in a flock of of Ereuno- 
on the shore of a fresh-water pond. Its motions 

v/ere very like those of the Yellov/’—leg (Nantucket)? 

1868. 
Aug, 20. 

■RY-Q. Beach^ New Hamosh ire. 

One shot by Mr, Dexter on the west shore of the Eol 
Pond, In motions it closely resembled Tetanus flavines 
for which, indeed, we mistook it. It was an adult in 
summer plumage. 

1869. 
Aug, 24. . Shot a female v^hich was wading in shallovr v/ater. 

In motions, flight, and note she exactly resembled Tota- 
nus flavipes. 

1871. 

July 31, Shot an adult in breeding plumage; it vms in a 
flock of Tetanus flavioes 

Aug. 9, Shot one in a flock of Totanus flavines 

“ 11. Two, one adult in breeding plumage, the other imma¬ 
ture, came in together and decoying readily, were shot. 
They resembled Totanus flavines so close!v v/hiie riying 
that I mistook them for that species. Their notes, 
however, sounded a trifle harsher. 

“ 24. A discharge of both barrels into a flock of about 
twenty Totanus fl^ipes. killed eight of that species and 
one Micronalama 

“ 25. A young bird shot this morning. 

1872, I do not find this species mentioned among my notes 
for this year. 

1872 
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1867. 
Sept, 3, 

1871. 
Sept, 9, 

1875, 
Sept. 21, 

1878, 
May 8, 

1868, 
Aug. 27. 

1871. 
Aug. 19. 

1872. 

Tringa •anutus. 

Two shot (Plymouth,Mass.), 

A single specimen in gray plumage shot on Ipswich 
Beach. 

Shot one in fall plumage on Coatue Point (Nantucket). 

A large flock (Chatham, Mass.). 

Rye Beach, New Hampshire. 

Shot throe in gray plumage. They decoyed readily, 
sailing as they came over the stools. Their call v/as 
l)-i 11. pill-v/illet 

An adult male, still in the breeding plumage, was 
shot. (Specimen in my collection). 

Not mentioned, and I thin k not seen at all. 
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1880 
Tringa canutus. 

I 

i. 

May 23.: 

!! 

ii 

Maino (Lake Ilmbagog ). 

Mr.Worinoll tolls ino that he has sliot t’eis Sandpipor 
on Umbagog. 

/ 
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1871. 
Oct. 30. 

Tringa maritima. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Henshaw shot one this morning, on the extreme end 
of Whittiemore*s Point, Cambridgeport. 

A few days previously I bought one in Boston Market 
which I Was assured was from Newburyport marshes. 
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1874, 
Mar, 12, 

Tringa niartina. 

Twonty-four received from Grand Monan; very fat; 
stomachs filled v/ith fragments of a pint crustacean; 
plumage far thicker than that of other v/aders; flesh 
less rank in smell. 

1876. 

Apr, 12. On one of the larger ledges in Mace’s Bay near 
Point LopreauXjN.B, vre found an irtwense flock of PurJ)l6 
Sandpipers, Letting the boat drift within ten yards of 
thorn v/e watched them for a long time as they fed in per¬ 
fect unconcern. At length vre shot into them and 
killed fifteen with three barrels. At the report the 
scattered bunches on the rocks around collected together 
into a flock of at least three hundr ed. Their flight 
was exceedingly rapid and very like that of the Sandling. 
On the vring they uttered a short quet, quet^ vrhile feed- 
ing, a lovr conversational twittering. Their movements 
were slow and they held their head and bill in very 
much the same position as the Sandling. In fact they 
reminded me most strongly of that bird. As the tide 
rose they collected on the higher rocks in perfect masses. 
Thomasj the Light—keeper, tells me that they are much 
more numerous in winter than now; he rarely sees them 
any v/here except on this isolated reef of rock. 

« 15. A small flock passed the end of the Point (Pt.Le- 
preaux,N.B, ). 

“ 19. A flock of about fifty on the ledges in Mace’s Bay, 
all so shy that it was impossible to get v/ithin gun shot 
(Pt.LeproauXjN.B.). 

1881. 
Jan. 3. Visited Pig Rocks off Sv^amscott to look for Purple 

Sandpipers. These rocks lie about a mile from shore 
in the open ocean. W.qu wo reached them the tide as 
nearly at flood and vre found only tvro exp.es.ed-obloB- 
oblong rocks exposed, about one hundred yards apart, 
and of nearly uniform size and shape. Their sides 
rose nearly vertically from the water to a height of 
perhaps fifteen feet and their flat tops v/'ero covered 
with snov/. Each was approximately tvy-enty yards long 

by ten yards in width. At low tide they are surroun¬ 
ded by a considerable expanse of lodges, covered with a 
slippery coating of seav/eed which I could see under vra— 
ter, and on the topd of the higher rocks when these emerg¬ 
ed for an instant in the rolling swells. On the first 
rock we found nothing but a Black-backed Gull, standing 
erect on its snov;-eapped summit boldly outlined against 
the sky. As vre approached the outer or eastern island 
however, I discovered a number of Purple Sandpipers hud¬ 
dled together on its nearly vertical sides where they 
vrere well sheltered from the cold wind. My boatman 
remarked that he should have mistaken them for English 
Sparrows and they clung to the surface very much as th^e 
birds cluster on the sunny slope of a roof on a blusterirg 
day,- Occasiona,lly one vrould stretch his wings above 
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Tringa maritima. 

1881., 

(Jan.3) his back,, then deliberately fold them again, otherwise 
they seldom moved. It was a most interesting sight, 
that of those hardy Waders perched high over the v/ater 
with a snov/ bank above them and ice surges incessantly 
tolling beneath or breaking in the glistening spray on 
the half exposed ledges. Their stronghole had been 
well chosen, for it is rarely calm enough in winter for 
boats to approach the spot. They are said never to 
leave these holes except during heavy easterly weather 
v/hon the surf sometimes breaks completely over them. 

After v/atching the birds for a \7hilo I fired into 
them and secured seven vrith two barrels. Eight v^ere 
and these after flying about for a fev^ minutes alighted 
on the other island where I killed three more. The re¬ 
maining five then became very shy and I left them. 
These Sandpipers flew sv^iftly in a dense cluster, usually 
just over the crests of the iwaves. Once or twice they 
tried to alight on one of the ledges that v/-ere beginning 
to be uncovered by the falling tide, but the surf seemed 

them, and after standing for a moment with 
raised v/ings they y/ould whirl off again over the sea. 
When flying they uttred a short quit which closely resem¬ 
bled that of the Sandling. On the Gray rocks they 
looked nearly black. Once after they had alighted in a 
cluster in a flat lodge at the base of•one of the rocks 
they scattered about and began to food, I noticed they 
walked slowly and deliberately; indeed, all their move- 
i-ients seemed sluggish. On dissection I found their 
stomachs filled with small shells several of which are 
whole, Jeffries tells mie that he has occasi onally 
seen them on the mainland during a heavy storm , but at 
other times they remain on the Pig Rocks. When freshly 
killed the basal third of the bill is reddish orange, 
the terminal two-thirds dark brovm, these colors shading 
into one another at their point of contact. The tarsi 
and toes are stout, fleshy, and brownish—orange in col¬ 
or; the itis is dark hazel, tSwampscott,Mass.), 



38 

.s$aiSit3Pi s3£ii*tT 

.xiai 

©ai\n^ Jo ,fljt blol /lerfJ ,,>{Of’d aixl 

-Jri ja ^xiiJaeieJrti Jaont 8 38w JI .l)f>vo' -"ohJoe 

teJev ©fiJ n©vo rijji/i berioieq anffbeW Ti^nsrf f>a©riJ lo Ja^i# 

YUrtfisaratii aoa'iua ©oi hoa "JodJ ova<tei Aiiad wOita r riJiv, 

ao tfit aiJiiiPJaxXg ©dJ ax aaxiaoid no riJsoa^d aillott 

a#od bar: ©lorfa^'^iJa niorfT .arab©! beaorK© IXari ©xlJ 

toJ nrJnxT/ ni rigaoa© rrXeo •'fXonan ai Ji nol jtieaodo XXow 

oJ n©Y©n bx83 ©na .Joqa ©dJ xioaonqqa oJ aJaod 

n©riJa©v -^XnoJa?:© Y^sdri ' Jqooxc aoXoiL ©a©riJ ©-vccX 

*-!i©r{J n©'''0 TXpJoXqnio© silsmd ae^xJonoa Inaa ©xiJ rtf)riv 

4. 1 

.r 1 

oJnx benxl I ©Ilriv b nol abnid © + giijxIoJsw noJIA 

©new JrfjjxS .aXenned owj rijxw .lovoa bmi'oea biiB 
boJH':xXa aeJuni'^ ve'i r. no'" Sao<! i .t.rvll n^^Jla ©aexiJ btis 

-on oriT .©nofft ©onxij boIXiM I ©n©dv^ brtsXai noiito ©rij no 

,rt!oriJ J*?©! I b,io vda ’';nov © '-.aod ixedt ©vi^ gnrnxxua 

YCXfiwaw ,n©JarjXo oanob 8 cl woXl anoqxq-hJ.nS oaoxfT 

Y©dJ ©OX'. J no ©OiiO .aovOT ©riJ lo aJaeno ©fiJ novo Jant 

anxotixsod •'no'w JsaJ aegboX ©i J lo ©no no oJ beinJ 

brnooa In'a oriJ tud ,ebiS ^IXXbI ©rfJ bonrvoono rd oJ 

xiJiv/ Jn^^'^io x s no’’ an.rb*usJa noJ'^x biia ,faodJ nr^riginl oJ 

.sea od# novo ax'r^ llo Ini;iw M ? .f agnxv boax^n 

-<t-aen rlf^nolo rioldtr ® benJJq roriJ ga/vll norfW 

YoxU ajtoon on J *1^ ,,;niXbfla3 of'J lo tBiiS b©Xd 

a as beJrlglX." b^ri Y©f .J n©Jl' ©onO .lioeXd YXisoa be»ooI 

Biloon ©xfJ lo ©a lo ©aod Oiij j« ©«!,©£ JsXl x nx neJauXo 

Y©dJ beoxton T .be©'’ oJ n« !©d boB Jnodr- b©n©JJ80a 

-©vor! nxcdJ IIs ,be©bnx ;Yl©J«*t©f*iXo'' bnx= YXwoXa boslXBW 

nxor J bnr/ol T 'OXJo© ; 3i' nO .rfaiaguXa bo ;©©a aJfloia 

e-L- dvidv lo Xon©'. ©a aXXoda XXo a HJxv b©XIxl arioanoJa 

YXlono xaaooo aed ed &sdS ©n aIXoJ aolnlloi .©Xoxiw 

Ja Jwd , mnoJa Y'''dfd s gnincfb b.ij lnifi^^ ©dJ no 'noriJ noea 

rXda nl neriW .ailooH r^x«f ©dJ no nxBrnen yo^-^^ aomxJ no.IJa 

ognsno xiaibben ax IIx^‘ odJ lo bnxdJ Esaad ed$ boXlii 

gn.rbBna anoXoo ©aoriJ ,mrond HnBb 3bnx.dJ-owJ liiui n©J edS 
lanr.J ©xiT .JoeJ oo lo Jnioq nxoriJ Jb nofljons ©no oJnx 

-Xoo fli ©snrno-dai.Tt/ond bi'8 ,JwoJe ©na aooj b.i8 

.{ .aaB’^jJJooaflf'i^wgf ,los8 ;Cnj-b ai4x ©riJ ;io 



Tringa maculate 

Middlesex County, Mass, 

1874, 
Oct.- 5, Shot one on the Fresh Pond meadows, 

1875, 
Oct, 9, At Concord, started a pair from the edge of 4he 

pond of rain water in a ploughed field. 

1881. 
Oct. 13. Shot one on Great Meadovrs (Concord), 
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1880. 

Sept.15. 

1882, 

Oet.8-22j 

88 
Tringa naculata. 

Maine (Lake IJnbagog). 

Shot four feeding together on tlie te r at the mouth 
of the river. 

Common, usuallji- single, but sometimes in £L ocks of 
eight to a dozen. Last seot\ October 17; also October 
28 (C.e,Batcheldor ) . 

i! 





Tringa naculata 

1871. 
Oct, 18. Numerous on the salt marshes (Marston’s Mills, Mass), 

1875. , 
Sept.29, One on Coatuo Point,Nantucket, 

Beach, Nevr Hampshire. 

1868. 
Aug. 15.,, Savr numbers on the Eel Pond. Their flight is rapid, 

call-notes harsh and low. They occurred rather numerous¬ 
ly during the last of August, usually singly or in pairs; 
but sometimes in flocks of Totanus flavjpes. They wore 
rather shy but VYhen approached v^ould sometimes squat 
like Snipe. I sav^ none on the beach. By September 
i they v/ere nu merous, 

1869. 

Aug.21-2i8. Pound sparingly. The heaviest flights are said to 
pass later. 

1870. 
Aug,13-3|pL, Sav/ them daily, singly, or two or three together; 

sometimes in ewnpany with Trin;ta minutilla and Ereunetos. 
None seen on the beach, 

1871, 

July 27,1 A moderate flight. 

5 28 A good flight during a north-easter. They came in 
singly, or in pairs, often in company v/^ith “Peeps”, and 
alighted freely on the mud-flats. They uttered a 
strange guttural note v/hen flying. 

Aug, l.i Shot four, one of vrhich was actually so fat that it 
could hardly fly. 

“ 7« Three or four individuals flying in nearly every one 
of the numerous flocks of “Peeps” and Aeg.semipalmata 
that passed through the marsh to-day. Those Sandpipers 
(T.maculata) decoy readily. I have not seen them in 
flocks as yet. One that alighted among my decoys was 
so tame that I v/alkod to within ton feet of hii», it. 

25. Unusually numerous, flying for the most part singly 
or in pairs although one flock of eight or ten vms seen. 
Set 

28, Saw a flock of ten on the marsh to-day, 

1872. 

July 21.; Saw one. 

Aug, 8. A considerable flight, certainly m.ore than I have 
ever seen before in one day. Hot with light south v^ind. 
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Tringa maculata 

1872, 

(Aug, 9) 

“ 15. 

Rye Beach, Now Hampshire. 

Another heavy flight, this species only second in 
number to Tot anus flavipes, of v^hich hundreds passed. 
Clear and one of the hottest days of the season; dead 
calm most of the time. 

A moderate flight, occasionally good-sized flocks 
being seen. 
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rringa bonapatrei. 

90 

1880. !i 

i: Maine (Lake Umbagog ). 

Sep t.12. Shot an adult male changing to fall plumage; it 
v/as feeding in company witli peeps on the bar at the 
mouth of the Cambridge. 

Shot an adult fej'ale v/hich v/as feeding on a niiKldy 
shore near the Outlet. It v/as alone, tame, and vert fat. 
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Tringa bonapartei. 

1871. 
Sept, 9, Three o four seen on Ipswich Beach. 

1875. 
Aug. 17. Shot an adult on Long Island, Boston Harbor. 

Its .zip.-, zip is unique and unmistakable. 

Sep t.22. Shot one on the shore of Hummock Pond{fresh vmter) 
(Nantucket). 

1868. 
Aug. 31. 

Rye Beach,New Hampshire. 

Shot one in a flock of Sandlings and Least Sandpi¬ 
pers, Its motions resembled those of the Least Sand¬ 
piper. It vms on the beach. 

1870, 
Aug. 26. Took onej it is apparently a rare species here. 

1871, 

Aug. 8. Saw three. 

“ 9, Several in company with “Peeps”, 

“ 10. Several single birds. 

“ 25. About a dozen seen. 

1872. 

Aug. 12. One shot. 

“ 15, Saw a flock comprising as many as seven or eight 
birds, all of this species. 
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Tringa bairdi. 

92 

ji Maine (Lake Umbagog ). 

1B74. 

Sept. 1. Shot one on the muddy bank of the River. It rose 
j, at tlio report of the gun , uttering a single mellov/ 
I tv/'eot and flying a short distance dropped dead. I 

noticed nothing peculiar in its actions .except that it 
Iran rather faster that most Tringae. 

1880. i| 

Sept 4. ' Several Sandpipers a,ccompa,niod by two .Aegiali tis. 

! semipalnata on the bar at the mouth of the Cambridge 
\ River this evening. They moved about like “Peeps'’ but 
I looked consi(iorably larger. Their backes appeared 

striped, and a lov/ conversational tvattoring vdiicli they 
I! kept up sounded unfamiliar. While I '.ras trying to r!a,ko 

out vAat they wore the flock rose; I shot into them but 
■ only killed one bird which proved to be a Baird’s Sand- 

I piper. It vms badly shoand so fat that it corld not 
! be skinned. I am positive that its companions (six in 
j number) v/ero all of the same species. 

Shot tv/o \/hich were feeding in eo mpany with an Srou- 
i notes .pusillus on a bar at the m.outh of the Cambridge. 
I They v/'oro urjidoubtedly the same birds soon hero last 
i night,. they \Y9rG very tamo and on the mud looked scasco- 

ii ly larger than Least Sandpipers. When they seread their 
I vangs, hov/e mer, the difference in size was at once appar¬ 

ent. Their flight v/as S'vift, erratic, in every ay ider<- 
tical witn uha u oi other small v/adors. Both v/’oro exc.eed — 
ingly f'at. 





Tringa bairdi. 

1881. 
Aug. 11. Gordon Plumbor gave mo an 

ho shot it in a flock of Peeps 
adult male in the flesh 
on Plum Island,Mass. 



4 
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1868. 
Tringa minatilla. 

MiddlosaK County, Mass. 

July 16, Three. 

“ 17. Shot fifteen on the Charles Rirer marshes. Plight 
▼ery sv/ift and irregular. Call note a mellow tweet. 

1870. 
Sept.21. A large flock of Peeps on Charles Rirer, 

1871. 

May 13, A flock of about thirty on Charles Rirer, 

May 19. Large numbers on the Charles River marshes, for the 
most part scattered about singly, although I saw one flock 
of a dozen or more; they lay close in the long green 
grass like Snipe. 

“ 28. Still abundant. 

1875. 

May 22. Large flocks on the Charles Rirer marshes, Cambridge. 

Aug, 24. Shot one on Fresh Pond, It 'tras in company with 
Ereunetes. 

Sept, 6, Shot one on the mud-flats of Fresh Pond, 

June 1, A single bird in the Fresh Pond swamps on the brook 
near “Block" Island, Heard the calls of others passing 
over our place this evening, and have noted them sevgral 
evenings previously. 
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1880, 

Sapt. 5. 

94 
Tringa minutilla. 

!!■ 

Maino (Lake Umbagog). 

jl 

ji Three or four in company vnlth Ereunetos in Sargent’s 
■ Cove.• 





Tringa minutilla 

Saw several large flocks (Ipswich^ Mass.), 

Of soverty five peeps shot on the hills of Long 
Island^Bostoij Mass, only tv^o vrere of this species, all 
the others being Ereunetes. (See notes on Ereunetes 
under this date and Aug ust 26,lb‘75), 

“ 21, Tvro shot among Ereunetes (Nantucket), 

1876. 

May 8, Numbers v^ith Ereunetes (Chatham, Mass.), 

* 15, Of tv/enty Peeps shot to-day the majority wore of 
this species (Chatham,T’ass. ), 

“ 16, Large numbers come in a little after sunset, to 
spend the night on a gravelly flat behind the sandhill 
(Chatham,Mass,), 

Rve Beach, New Hampshire. 

1870, 
July 11. 

1875, 

Sept. 2, 

1868. 
Aug, 19, Abundant but loss so than E.pusillus. 

1870. 
Aug,19-31, Common, associating with E.pusillus in small flocks. 

' 

1871. ii 

Aug, 7, A heavy flight of this species indiscriminately 
mingled v/ith Ereunetes and Aegialites semipalmata- About 
five hundpod of all three species combined passed, 

“ 14, Large flocks of this species and Ereunetes frequent¬ 
ly perch in long rows on the top-most rail of a fence 
that borders the marsh. 

20. An extraordinary flight of these and Ereunetes 

21. Another heavy flight, 

22. Thousands of “Poops" passed through the marsh, many 
flocks containing upwards of a hundred birds. Upon 
shooting into several large flocks I found the present 
species in the proportion of about one to every ten Ereu¬ 
netes pusillus. Tv/o weeks ago it v/as just the reverse. 

25. Thousands of “Peeps”, chiefly Ereunetes but many of 
this species, have passed within the last three days. 

Throe July 21; “good numbers", July 22; some, July 
23; heavy flight, July 26; some, August 14, No detai¬ 
led notes. 

1872 
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Tringa alpina amaricaraa. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Saw five and shot tv^o on the Charles River marshes. 

” wrOu '> 
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Tringa alpina amoricana. 

" Maine (Lake IJmbagog ) . 

1876. i 

Oct. 6. ; One shot by N.O.Brovm on Lake llmbagog. 

1883. I 
Oct. 20. . Shot a i: male at the Diouth of Peasleo’s Brook vrhoro 

|| it was feeding in compai.y v/-ith a Solitary Sandpiper. It 
: ¥/as very tame, not fat. Pour others seen flying over 

the marshes. 

il 

I- 

I, 
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1871. 
Oct, 18* 

1876. 
May 6. 

Tringa alpina americana. 

Several on the salt marshes, arrd—th:G''T*tr5T-T-~eTrer 
~&a«rKl'T:’¥er; Note a mellov/ tv^eet, very like that of the 
Peep (Marston*s Mills, Mass.), 

Fourteen sitting on a small grasy Island in the Bay 
at Chatham, Mass. Killed them all in a few shots. 

They wore in adult plumage; I recognized them before we 
got within range by their conspicuously long bills. 
They stood very erect, but when feeding skulked along in 
a crouching posture like most small waders. They uttered 
a distinct rolling vrhistle unlike that of any wader of 
my acquaintance, A wing broken one when seized uttered 
this cry continuously, and so loudly that it sounded al¬ 
most like a shriek. None wore very fat. 
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1874. 
Oc • 3 • 

1875* 

Aug* 4. 

Sept, 6. 

Ereunetes pusillus, 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Shot one on the Fresh Pond meadows. 

Shot six from a flock of over one hundred on the 
mud-flats in Cambridge Nook, Fresh Pond. 

Shot one on the mud-flats in Fresh Pond, 
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1873. I 
July - 20., 

1880. 

.qnn + pt. 5. 

12. 

Ereunotos pusillus. 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

Savr three, iclentifieation positive, 

This species eonstituted the greater portion of a 
flock of about twenty-five small v/aders, feeding on a 
mud-bar in Sargent’s Gove. 

Eighteen in company v/ith tv/o Tringa minutilla on the 
bar at the mouth of the Cambridge. They vrere surpri- 
singly tamaxlov/ing us to pa,ddle the canoe ’vithin ten 
feet of them. They fed chiefly in the shallovf water* 
thrusting their heads beneath tlie surface ai-d bringing 
up masses of -,/ater vneods from which they disengaged small 
|)artieles of food. Occasionally they bored the soft 
mud like Snipe, thrusting their bills dovm to the very 
base. I find that most of the Tringae do this and por- 
naps all the Scolopacidao. With the present species 
the motion differs slightly from that of the Snipe be¬ 
ing less rapid and decided while the bill is often’work¬ 
ed up and dovm in the sane spot . At least one indi¬ 
vidual in one flock o “Peeps” is pretty sure to be minus 

a leg; there w/as one such unfortunate in this flock but 
although only the stump of his log was left he seemed 
to get along very 

sound member. 
;11 hopping nimbly about on the 

14. Large numbers on the bar at the mouth of th« Ca-v- 
; bridge. 

imrnoiiso flock feeding on the bar at the mouth of 
> tne Cambridge. 
I' 
It 

m . A flock on the bar at the mouth of the Garnbr-idge 
River in company v./'ith Ring-necks. 
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Ereunetes pusillus, 

Ryo Beach, Nev/' Hampshire. 

il 
1868. i 

Aug. 17. 1 shot the first to-day. After this they were more 
numerous than the Least Sandpipers. The3f frequented 
the beach and Eel pond about equally. Their habits 
are similar to those of the Least Sandpiper but their 
notes very different, being harsher and lov/er in tone. 
They are very quarrelsome chasing one another along the 
water’s edge and uttering a twittering chatter differ¬ 
ent from the usual call-note. 

1871. 

July 26. A moderate flight. 

Aug, 7. A very heavy flight of this species . Tringa minu- 
til la, and A.egialites semipalmata indiscriminately miner- 
led. 

“ 20. An extraordinary flight of those arid Least Sandpi¬ 
pers, several flocks containing at least one hundred 
birds. 

•• 21. A heavy flight lasting through the forenoon. Cloudy 
vrith rain from the south-west. 

“ 22. An extraordinary flight of “Peeps” all the afternoon, 
pany flocks containing upv/ards of one hundred birds, 

flock succeeding flock in rapid succession. Upon shoot¬ 
ing into several flocks at random I found the two species 
(this and Tringa minutilia) in the prnpnrtinn nf ninA 
Ereunetes to one .Tringa minutills. Two weoks acm -it. 
v/as just the reverse. 

“ 25. The flights of “Peeps” chiefly of this species dur¬ 
ing the past three or four days have been simply extraor¬ 
dinary. Often thousands have aassed through tha 
in the course of a fev/ hours. 

“ 26. 

i 

Poops (chiefly of this species) passing to-day in 
oven greater nimibors than before. At times they cams 
literally in clouds and I found it impossible to count 
or even estimate their numbers. The larger flocks were 
nearly always led by a dozen or more Aegialitos semioal- 
mates. - 

1 

“ 28. Only a few insignificant flocks of “Peeps” v/ore 
seen to-day. 

“ 29. 

1 

Less than a half a dozen“Poops”,all single birds 
soon today. ’ 

-- 
Sept. 1., 

1 
Eivepor six flocks passed to-day7^ 

^ 30. ! perhaps four or five single birds. 

1872. 

i 
! 

Not especially distinguished, or at least mentioned 

fli^Ls^of^ipA^^ doubtless well represented in the heavy 
i&hts of Peeps that occurred July 22 and 26. 
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Ereunetes pusillus. 

1B74. 

July 1, Savr three on the shores of the harbor (Nantucket)* 

1876. 
• 

Aug* 17. Nearly all the small Sandpipers in the immense 
flocks \7hich I saw at Long Island, Boston Harbor, to-day, 
were of this species. The difference betv^een its notes 
and those of the Least Sandpiper is perfectly tangible. 
The oudinary note of the Least Sandpiper in a mellow 
tweet, tweet while Ereunetes utters a hoarse eep-pep, 

almost like that of Tringa maculata The 
querulous chatter heard from a flock while feeding is, 
I think, produced v^holly by Ereuneted 

“ 26, Large flocks feeding in the sheep pastures on the 
sides and tops of the hills on Long Island, Boston Harbor. 
As the tidenrose they were continually arising arriving 
from the marshes and shores, alighting on the turf often 
among herds of sheep, cows, etc., until the upper portion 
of the Island v/as alive with them. Some of the flocks 
contained at least a hundred birds while single ones 
v/ore scattered about evoryv^here. Those in the rear of 
the flock kept continually flying and dropping in front 
of their companions. Thus the flock made rapid progress 
dovm the hillside. Upon reaching the bottom they would 
rise, and after a few wheels, alight again on the summit. 
As the flock was advancing towards me their white breasts 
gleaned like animated snow-flakes on the emerald turf. 
Their motions v/'ore unusually nimble for they ■were catch¬ 
ing grasshoppers, v/ith which their stomachs v/ero crammed. 

Sept. 2. Immense numbers again fee ding on the hills of Long 
Island, Boston Harbor. Of seventy-five Poops which 
we killed seventy-three were of this species and only 
two Tringa minutilla. 

“ 21. Abundant, (Nantucket), 

li 
1876. 

May 7* Shot one from a small flock and saw several others 
(Chatham, ’>’ass.). 

6 A dozen or more flocks (Chatham, Mass. ) 

A few in company with the much more numerous Least 
Sandpipers. (Chatham, Mass. 
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1875. 
Sopt, 6. 

Calidris arenaria, 

Middlesex Countj’’, Mass. 

One on a mud-flat in Fresh Pond. 
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Galidris arenaria. 

1873. , 
Sopt.13. 

li 

1874. " 

Aug. 13.; 

Sopt.17. 

il 
1880. !| 

Sept. 9.|| 
|! 

« 16.;! 

Il 

'] 
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li 
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!! 
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il 
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ii 
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!i 

Maine (Lake Um.bagog). 

One received to-day which v/as shot on Richardson 
Lake yesterday. 

A single bird shot by Barstov; on the bank of the 
river just belov/ the house. 

Sav/’ tv/’o near the Outlet. A hea’/y northeast storm 
gathering. 

Pour shot f'rom a flock of eight feeding on a sand 
bar at the Outlet. They kept along the vrator’s edge 
follovying the retreating v/aves as they do on the sea 
beaches. 

Actually abundant in small flocks along the sandy 
beach of the lake near the Outlet. 
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1871. 
‘Sept. 9. 

Calidris arenaria. 

Multitudes on the beaches, probably seven hundred 
or eight hundred being seen in all (Ipswich). 

1875. 

Sept.21, Abundant on the beaches. The gunners call it 
"Presque”, probably from its note. (Nantucket). 

" 24. On the sea beach off Coatue Point , Nantucket, found 
this species in countless numbers. A long unbroken 
line of them extended along the water’s edge in both 
directions, literally as far as the eye could reach. 
They v/ere easily approached and came readily to the call 
of my peep whistle. 

“ 25. 
sandy 

Abundant both on the beaches and on the shores of 
Hummock Pond; I killed nine at one shot. (Nantucket). 

1876. 

May 6. A large flock (Chatham,Mass. ). 

“ 16. Swarms feeding on the extreme point of Monoraoy Is¬ 
land (Chatham, Mass.). 

" 17. Very abundant to-day on Monomoy Island, barely five 
per cent were in breeding plumage, although many showed 
more or less red feathers mixed with the grey on.es on the 
breast. (Chatham, Mass.). 

1868. 
Aug., — 

Rye Be aeh, Nev/' Hampshire. 

Saw the first August 18. A fev^ days later they- 
became numerous frequenting the beach in large flocks. 
I savr none on the Eel Pond. 

1871. 

Aug.. 2. Several on the beach. 

" 12. A largo flock on the beach. 

“ 23. A flock on the beach following up every recoeding 
form, and feeding in a close body with heads down. 

1872, Not mentioned but of course observed. 
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1868. 
Aug, 27. 

Limosa foedoa. 

Rye Beach, Now Hampshire. 

Saw ono shot on the Eel Pond marsh. Its flight 
v/as slov^ and heavy, and on the v/ing it looked like a 
Green Heron, 
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1868. 
Tetanus melanoleuca, 

Middlesex County, Mass, 

Sopt.lS. One, near Fresh Pond. 

Oct. 10. Two. 

1870. 

Mar. 30, Six in a fresh water meadow at Bewtonville (Maynard) 

Oct, 21. One, the last (Fresh Pond), 

1871. 
Apr. 29. One (Concord), 

1875, 

Aug, 30. Heard one flying over Fresh Pond. 

Sept. 7, One on the mud-flats in Glaeialis Pond. 

Oct. 13, One at Great Meadows, Concord. 

1876. 
May 2. Shot two males in full breeding plumage on Great 

Meadows, Concord. They were feeding on the edge of a 
pool and allowed me to approach within thirty yards al¬ 
though I had absolutely no cover. 
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Totanus melanoleueus. 
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|| Maine (Lake Umbagog ). 

1874. 

Sopt.17. At the Peaks of the Diamond River one of these birds 
passed overhead, flying high above the v^oods, and call- 

1880. 

Sept. 5, 

13. 

ing .loudly. 

May 31. : One circling about near the house v/histling loud- 
ii ly. 

16. 

1882. 

Oct.8-22 

1883. !■ 
Oct. 17. : 

One feeding in company with four Tetanus flavines. 

Up to this time I have seen onljr one. The hunters 
say that they do not appear in any numbers till late in 

October. Sometime after tb.e lake is frozor they pass 
over it in immense numbers. Such a fligh’toccurred last 
year, great flocks passing at intervals during the wliole 
day. One observer assured mo that he saw at least a 
thousand. 

A flock of four alighted in the shallow v/ator near 
the Outlet. They ’vere very ta.rae and T killed tbem 
all. 

One or tv/o seen daily. .Last o served October 17. 

Shot one on the meado'w. 
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Totanus molanoleucus, 

Ryo Boaeh, Mov/ Hampshire. 

1868„ 
Aug-, Saw the first August 16. By September l-thgy be¬ 

came numerous, Thoy associated v/ith T,flavines but 
were much shyer and did not decoy as vaoII. The gunners 
here call them “Winter Yellov^-legs 

1869. 
Aug-,21-2J ! Pound sparingly during this time. 

1870, 
Aug^« 13-31, CoOTnon, 

1871. 

Aug, 8. One, the first. 

“ 11. Three, this morning* 

“ 25. Two or throe in nearly every flock of Totanus flavi- 
PQ-S« They always took the lead and by their superios 
shyness often saved the lives of their smaller comrades. 
They decoyed well, however, provided I took care to keep 
closely hidden. 

“ 26. Among some tv/onty or thirty Yollov^-legs that passed 
to-day the two species for the first time occurred in 
about equal-numbers. One flock (six birds) composed 
v/holly of Twmelanolauca was seen. 

1872. One, July 23; two flocks, August 6; a few single 
birds August 9; do. on the 11th; do. on the 15th. 
No detailed notes in the records for this year. 



.an‘>r«9loflfil€>fK amtsioH 

.oiirieqftwBH- irnH 

-ecf xcrfJ'I i6diw!rq«3 \9 .0£ ^auaffA tisnxl eiit \7bB 
^c,.rvfiI.l»X bO'taiooaes t .ardiontJH ©riso 

at©m-Hi?| orTT ,II©w as riatfoi p-iew 
,•«»?«X-^oII©Y n©^fl±F» ra©ri^ IXfi® ®i®ri 

.BmiS aWJ bnnoq 

.rtofdaoO 

,^8*lj‘l ^liS ,©*5l0 

,a«iifi*fon axriJ ,p©^Hf 

-±V£ll £^r..>i.BtoT 1© 3ls>oX1 YtVv© ©©iri^ no otrt? 
aoxTPqiia ixoiirf be©X ori^ iCooif aYSWXs •«§S^ 

.aobsirt>£) lellsma ixod^ lo apTiX ©xiJ bevsa fl©^lo aaenYria 
qe'3( ©ISO 3{ooJ I befaxvonq ,qov©worf ,XX©w b©Yooef> 

.flebblri TXeaoIo 

braaaq iBdi 8B®X-wo££©Y xi'tids io Sflof^A 
flx bo*noo»o ortix^ ^aix’’ eri# lol aexoeqa o1?^ orfJ Y^b-oJ 
beaoqnoo {abnxd xxa) jIoo£1 roO .aisHtai^a-Ifinpe Juods 

.fl©©3 84SW aofJc£qyg£X©JI-«!t 'io YX^oxiv/ 

r£saxa wpI a ;8 JauguA ^sutaoXl owJ ;€S y^^'^ ,Ofi0 
.rf^ex ©rfJ no .ob ;rf^X£ Bdi no .ob ;f5 .taugwA afa-ixd 

,*icoY axfi^ tol ab*io£>©T ori^ ol a©^o^ bcixaJefa oM 

»8d8I 

• auA 

.Qeax 

es-is.awA 

.0?8X 
X8-e£,8t:A 

,XVBX 

,8 

.II • 

,es^ * 

.8S • 

.ST8I 



109 

1868, 
Totanas flavipos, 

Middlesex County, Mass, 

May 

Sept.15. 

1875; 

Saw throe on the edge of the pond at the foot of 
Vassal Lane. They wore stalking about in the grass 
every now and then stopping and jerking their heads baek> 
ward, and occasionally walking into the water so deep 
that they almost had to swim. They were tamo and I 
watched them for some time, standing within a few yards 
of them. When I finally started them they flew only 
about fifty yards and alighted again. 

One near Fresh Pond. 

Aug. 4, 

* 24. 

Sept. 7, 

One on the mud-flats in Cambridge Nook, Fresh Pond. 

Shot one in a marshy pool at the head of Va4sai Lane. 

Twon on the mud-flats in Glacialis Pond. 
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Totanus flavipos. 

Maine (Lake Urnbagog ). 

1B73. 
July 20. 

1874. 

Aug-o 18. 

“ 27. i 

Sav/ three on the Canbridge K.iver marshes. 

I 

Saw seve^’a! flocks at the mouth of Cambridge River. 

A flock of four feeding on the mud in Black Island 
Cove. 

1880. 

Sept. 2. Shot two. 

3.'; One flying over the meadows and whistling, after 
• I dark, 

13.' Tv/o on the mud-flats near the mouth of the Cambridge. 
They v/ere very tame arid I watched their motions for 
sometime, standing vrithin ten yards of me. They probed 

? the mud very like Snipe, and tilted the head anJ fore- 
11 part of the body in a peculiar, automaton-like v/ay. 

I 

ji 
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Totanus flavipes. 

R2L2.Q Qach^ Nov/ Hampshire. 
1871. 

A(Aug.24J came in at daylight. I killed eight Yellow-legs and 
the Micropalama by firing both barrels into the flock. 
The Totanus flavipes vrere nearly all young—not more 
than one adult in a dozen certainly—and all are now 
Very fat v/hereas those killed earlier in the season wore 
seldom in good condition for the table. 

25. Next to that of August 10 decidedly the heaviest 
flight of the season, beginning at daybreak and lasting 
v/ithout intermission until dark. Not as many birds 
passed as on the 10th but as they came in small flocks 
and decoyed v/ell many more were killed. The day was 
clear v/ith a light breeze from the sopth-vmst. It v;as 
the hottest day of the summer. 

Cloudy, with driving mist and rain; wind south¬ 
east. A small flight of largo birds, less than twenty 
of the present species being seen. Least and Semipal- 
mated Sandpipers passed by thousands, however. 

26. 

[( 

1872. i 

July 24, Two small flocks, the first seen, passed through the 
marsh this afternoon. Cloudy in morning; afternoon 
clear . Wind oast all day. 

Aug, 

(C 

2. A moderate flight, five or six flocks being seen. 

6. A small flight of stragglers, and tvro large flocks, 

*7, A heavy flight all the afternoon. Clear and warm, 
wind south-east. 

8. One of the heaviest and steadiest flights that I 
have over seen beginning at daylight, stopping at 9 A.¥,, 
beginning again at 2 P,M and lasting until dark, Very 
warm with light south v/wnd, 

Q* A^neavy flight began at daylight and continued stead¬ 
ily all day, slacking somewhat, hovraver, in the afternoon. 
Clear, a dead calm, and the hottest day of the season, 
the thermometer rising to 90o (lOCP at Boston), 
(The follovring day August 10 clear with strong south wind 
and no flight). 

The heaviest flight of the : season, hundreds of 
birds passing through the marsh. Foggy with light 
south-east wind. 

A steady and moderately heavy flight began at 2 P.M, 
and lasted until dark. Morning cloudy and misty, after¬ 
noon clear with strong s outh-east wind. 

Totanus .flavipes when wounded frequently dives. It 
is the only Wader here which does this except Tringoides. 
It also screams loudly and continuously v;hen suddenly 
seized. 

** 19, A small flight. 
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Totanus flavipes. 

1875, 
Sept.29, Three on Coatue Point,Nantucket, 

1876. 

May 7. Three (Chathaw, Mass.). 

“ 15, A large flock (Khatharn, Mass,). 

Rye Beaeji, Now Hampshire. 
!; 

1868, * 
Aug, The first shot August 15. Afterv/ards common until 

September 1, v^hen T.melanoleuea took their place. Very 
tame, decoying well. When coming over the stools they 
usually sail, with their long, pointed v/ings bent down¬ 
ward. When wounded slightly they v;ould pretend to be 
unhurt tilting their bodies and v/histling lo'.idljr. If 
they fell v/ounde d into the vrater they would at once 
paddle to the shore and often hide so closely that it 
was difficult to find them. 

1869, I 
Aug,19-3|.. Seen daily during this time but diminishing fapidly 

in numbers tov^ard the close of August, They fliw in 
the greatest numbers v/hen the v/ind blew strong from the 
south. On still, clear days only stragglers were seen, 

1871, 

Julj/’ 26, A decided flight, at least forty birds passing. 
Most of them shot were adults, but one was a Juv, and 
very tamo. 

Aug, 1, Nearly all nov^ passing are young birds, but I have 
not seen a single young Macrorhampheus yet, 

“5, A heavy flight all day; a flock of at least thirty 
seen. Weather clear; wind south shifting to south-east 
in the afternoon. 

10, By far the heaviest flight thus far, beginning at 
6.A.M, and ceasing entirely about noon. At least five 
hundred of this species passedz. As many as thirty 
or forty being sometimes seen in one flock. These largo 
flocks paid little attention to the decoys, other than 
by flying over them down wind in loose bodies, or in a 
broad extended front, as they hurried through the marsh. 
On this account but few, comparatively, were killed. 
This has probably been the flight of the season although 
the day v;ould seem to have been in every v/ay unfavorable 
{ a flight of Waders before a wind is certainly excep¬ 
tional ). 

24, Heavy rain from the south-west during the night and 
ceasing at 5 A.M. About twenty Yellow-legs accor^ipanied 
by a Mieralama Micropalama and at least fifty "peeps" 
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Rhyacophilas solitarius. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

1868. 
Sept.21, One flying. 

1869, 
May 23. One. 

1871. 

May 15, One, 

Oct, 4. Three in the pond-hole near Pairhaven Bay, Concord 

1875. 

May 14, Shot one on Rock Meadow, Belmont, 

• 17. Three on Rock Meadow, Belmont, 

Aug. 9, One in the Fresh Pond swamps—the first. 

• 
o

 
CO Five feeding in the marshy pool at the head of 

Vassal Lane. All were young birds in thin flesh. 

Sept. 7, One in the Fresh Pond swamps. 

1876. 
May 11, General arrival (Cambridge). 
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Rhyaeophilus solitarius. 

ii Maine (Lake Unibagog ). 

July 20 

Aug. 2, 

high. 
Sav/ one alight on the top oT a stub fiPteen foot 

Pound thorn abundar:.t on the Mogallovray ar^d Andros¬ 
coggin a doson ofton starting at once from the shore. 
As tho steamer ad7a;-cod driving thorn on before, tho air 
became literally full of them. 

Extrerneljr abunciant ori t.]io Androscoggin arid Megallo- 
v/ay Rivers; somotirnes upwards of a hundrod vroul d be seen 
in one milo. 

j! 

23. „ Shot one on Ca: bridge River about tv/o miles above tho 
Ii dam. 

'^hey aro not re arly es abundar-t as they woro in July. 

Sept'. 3. ■: They seem^ to have all gone; I saw tho last August 30. 

■ Although this bird sooms to have loft Lake Umbaf^og 
^ I found it numerous to-day around ttio sl^oros of Kiohiardl 
. soil Lake. 

" 18. Heard orie to-day. 

22. || Sav/ one on Cambridge River. 

1874. 

July 24. 

1879. 
hay 29. 

Sa-.r oen at Bryant’s Pond. 

A single bird ar-.d one pair or> B IToadov/s. The lat- 
|i ter I tiiiiik vrero unqeestionably mated, and may breed 
il there; they wore soon in the same place both going and 
:: returning. 

1880. 

20. i Literally in swarms on B Meadows. As we drove they 
i;kGpt collecting till as many as six or eight often sat 
together^. In tho still air their v/ings rustled audi- 

,bly as they flew. Plight eccentric; when high in air 
they resemble ^Vinson’s Snipe, and like that bird nrobe 
the mud v/hon feeding. ’ ' 

22. A few on B Meadowa, but not nearly as many as vrero 
seen there on tho 20thi. 

^',1 Abundant along the river baiHc. They aro tho tamest 

|j ^ There wore five to-day, scattered along 
i| the little creek a yard or two apart, and I flushed and 
- killed them all one by one; they v^ould almost allow me 
■! to catch them and tho report of a gun fired within ten 

I yards failed to even startle them. 

4 
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1880. 

Rhyacophilus solitarius. 

Maine (Lake IJmbagog). 

(Sept.4) 

9. 

« 18. 

ii 
1882. I; 

Oct.8-22I 

1880. 
Sept.12. 

Numerous along the muddy banks of the Cambridge 
near its mouth. 

Near the entrance to Leonard’s Pond one of those 
Sandpipers, feeding on the river bank, suddenly/ began a 
loud outcry anu started off across tee river closely pur¬ 
sued bjr a Pigeon Hav/k. The Hawk gained rapidly a,nd vkis 
about to seize its victim v/hon the latter dropped, as 

if shot, into the water. The Hawk shooting past alighted 
on a stump on a bauik bej'^ond. The Sandpiper did not 
attempt to dive but sv/am quickly ashore and landing, sta:^ 
stood crouching under overhanging part of the bank. 

Three on the banks of Cambridge River. 

One shot October 9. 

Still numerous. Thoy are delicate tabl( 
flesh tasting most like thatof the Snipe. 

birds the 
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Rjpiyacophilus solitarius. ' 

1866. 
Aug, 30, Saw thro® along the course of a brook (West Amesbury 

Mass. ). 

1867. 
Oct. 7. A pair in edge of a fresh water pong (Plymouth,Mass). 

1870. 
Aug, 2. Savr one descend from a great height and alight on a 

log on the shore of Profile Lake,!!. . It immediately 
v/ont fast asleep and remained motionless for several 
hours, 

1869, 
July & 

Aug, Upon arriving at the Glen House, July 20, I found 
throe of those Sandpipers on the neighboring mill-pond. 
I supposed that they had either eggs or young but on 
shooting and dissecting them found that they had not ap¬ 
parently bred this year. The next day so'/oral more had 
taken their places, and these being killed others appear¬ 
ed a few days later; thus they continued to arrive dur¬ 
ing my stay and I was convinoed that they were already 
migrating. When driven from the mill-pond they often 
flew directly into the forest v/here they v/ould alight on 
some fallen log and remain until all became quiet again. 

' (Glen House,N.H.), 

Rye Beach, Nov/ Hamoshiro. 

1868. 
Aug. Shot the first August 17; afterv/ards they v/ore seen 

daily, usually in pairs, on the Eel Pond marshes (bracks! 
ish). 

1871. 
Sept, 1. A single record for this season only although I 

find a note in my diary of one shot on the Eel Pond 
August 8, 

1872. 

Aug, 9. ; One shot on the Eel Pond (Recorded in ray pocker 
diary. 

“ 20. “ “ « “ « « ( « « « « diary). 
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1880o ' 
j 

1 Totamus somipalmatus. 

i Maine (Lake IJmbagog). 
I 

Sopt. 2. 
i 
! Mr.King tells rno that Mr.Vforrnell of Bethel has 

Y/illet that he killed at Umbagog a fev/ years since. 
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Totanus semipalmatus, 

1876. 

May 6, Three (Chatham, Mass,), 

“ 15, An adult female shot at Chatham, The gunners say 
tliat this bird used to breed abund^ittly here on Monomoy 
Island (Chatham, Mass, 

Beach, Kew Kampshire. 

1866. I 

Aug. 17,ii Shot one, v/hich I did not preserve, 

1871. 

Aug, 11,, A single young bird came to the decoys readily and 
vras shot. 

“ 17,1 One came to the decoys and was shot, 

1872. 
Aug, 13, A young bird shot on the Eel Pond marsh. 
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1874. 

Sept. 8. 

I 120 
Machetes DU’^nor. 

I; 

;i Maine (Lak e Umbagog). 

Near tno Mouth, of Caribri.(.lgo Rivor a strange—looking 
bird passed me v/ithin about sixty T'^ards ^ flying with 
slo'v/, oasy v/ing-flaps like a Hawk. I shot at it, and 
it Y/ent dovm on a long incline, falling dead. Upon 
picxing it up, I found it to be o. Huff, Itr v/as n-^r— 
feetly silent. It proved a female, in good flesh but 
literally alive with parasites. 





1868. 
Aetiturns bartramius. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Apr, 30. 
.1 

Saw one. It flew in a singular manner, now quirer- 
ing its wings like a Spotted Sandpiper, now sailing like 
a small Hawk, It alighted in a meadov^’ and also on 

; ploughed ground, but it was too shy to be shot (Belmont). 

May 1, Shot a female, probably the one seen yesterday. 

1869. 
Apr. 20, Hoard one whistle just at dusk. 

1870. 
May 6. Shot one, early this morning, in an apple orchard 

near Fresh Pond, It was quite shy and appeared per¬ 
fectly at home among the trees, flying through the bran¬ 
ches without the slightest difficulty. 

1871. 
Apr. 26. One in a pasture at Concord. It was very shy and 

active but I finally succeeded in shooting it; it pro¬ 
ved a female, v;ith the ovarius so much developed that the 
first egg would have probably boon deposited within a 
week or ten days. 

1875. 
Aug.24. I hoar them passing over our place nearly every 

morning. 
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Actiturus bartramius. 

1872. 

3.. Sav/ a apir from the ear vrindow (New Gloucester 
Maine,), ’ 

1875. 

Aug’. 17. : A fow on the bare pastures on Long Island. Boston 
Har bor, 

Sept,22, While driving across one of the extensive com!?ions on 
Nantucket I discovered an Upland Plover star ding motion¬ 
less within fifteen yards of the v/agon. I stopped the 
horse when it did not fly but skulked off slowly through 
the grass and once squatted closely for an instant. 
It evidently imagined itself unseen. I finally shot it 
sitting; it was so fat that I could not preserve the 
skin. 

RAT.e Beach^ New Hampshire. 

1868, 

Aug* F-rom August 17-30 they were seen frequently, passing 
southvrard in small companies (rarely more than five or 
six) at a height of several hundred ya’"ds. on moonlight 
nights I often heard their mellov^ call-notes as late as 
11 P.M. 

1869. 
Aug,24-30. Seen almost daily, passing over; but few alighted 

on the marsh. Throughout clear moonlight nights their 
call-notes could bo heard at almost any hour, 

1871. 

Aug. 1, Heard the first this evening about 11 P.M, flying 
overhead. It vras a clear moonlight night. 

“ One alighted on the Eel Pond marsh. 

17, A steady flight for several hours early this morning, 
mostly of single birds passing over high in air. 

U 25, A steady flight all day, the first for sometime, 
as usual these birds passed overhead,well up to. 

1872, August 3, one; August 6, one; August 19, a very 
heavy flight early in the morning. 
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1871. 
Sept,3, |! 

1875. 

Aug. 26. 

Sept, 2, 

1871. 

Aug, 22. 

' 25. 

* 28. 

1872. 

Trihgitas Bufescens. 

Tv/o taken by H.W,Honshaw. 

Two in a flock of “Peeps", feeding on the edge of 
a fresh-vrater pool on Long Island, Boston Harbor, I 
shot one, when the other flew to the elosoly-cropped sheep 
pastures on the hill above. Here I chased it about 
for a long time without getting a shot. It invariably 
stood motionless in a very erect position until I began 
to approach when it would rise and after ’‘lying a hundred 
s-ads yards or more alight again. Its flight was swift 
and-erratic; once or twice it rose to the height of 
one hunrised feet or more and performed the most surpri¬ 
sing evolutions in the air, finally darting in zig-zag 
lines to the earth v/ith almost inconceivable rapidity, 
Wiile flying past the fawn color of the under parts v/as 
conspiciious. It uttered continually v^hile flying a sin- 
glehoarse, short note very like that of Iringa mMui_3^tai. 
The stomach of the one killed was cra»"mod with grass¬ 
hoppers. 

Picked up a dead one on the hills of Long Island 
Boston Harbor. 

,SZ§. Beach, New Hampshire, 

A pair of birds which I took to be of this species 
flew about over the marsh uttering a mellow whistle en- 

rough, croaking note of Trinsa 
which they otherwise resembled. 

A single bird came to the decoys and vras shot. 

Not seen this year. 
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1867. 
June 1. 

Tringoides macularius. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Found a nest with eggs containing partially derelopod 
young. The mother ran along the ground for some dis¬ 
tance but did not imitate lameness or employ any other 
like art. 

1868. 

May 1. Saw one but they have probably been here for sometir© 

'• 22. Pound a nest with one egg. 

July 13. About the pebbly shores of Fresh Pond in companies 
of two or three all old birds. 

Aug. 8. Chiefly on the Charles River marshes now but a few 
still linger on the shores of Fresh Pond, 

Sept.26. Saw one on Fresh Pond, but they are getting scarce. 

Oct. 13. Saw one shot on Fresh Pond, the last. 

1869. 

Apr. 24. One. 

May 1. One at Sherrneaaa ans Pond, Walth^, upon being hard 
pressed by a Hawk (Acciniter cooneri) dove from on winp 

and disappeared beneath the surface v^rhen the Hawk return¬ 
ed to his perch. The pond was perfectly smooth, and 
the Sandpiper must have remained under at least half-a- 
minute. On return! ng to the surface it remained a 
few minutes sitting on the water, then v^ith difficulty 
rose and flew to the shore. 

1870. 

Apy. 28. Seen at Newton (G.J.M). 

May 3. One. 

July 1. Found two nests on the Island both with nearly fresh 
eggs (Muskegat Island). 

1871. 

Apr. 26. One on the River at Concord. 

May 2. Several. 

Oct. 14. One (Fresh Pond). 

1875. 

May 8. Several at Concord. 
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1876. 
Tringoides maealarius. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

(May 31) Nest with two eggs in Lexington. The female star¬ 
ted directly under my feet, tumbling about for a moment 
then, with dropping wings, tottering legs, and all the ’ 
feathers of the rump erected in a curious manner, ran 
about t?/snty yards when she was joined by her mate, 
both standing motionless and silent watching me with 
evident apprehension. 
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Tringoides macularius. 

Maine (Lake Unibagog ) . 

1879. 
June 17. Set G-4. Slightly incubated. Nest on sniall rocky 

island nop.r Lake Housoj sunk in the ground arid prettily 
concealed under some drift vrood. Female sitting; she 
glided av/ay silently beneath the drift v/ood ai,d then took 
'.Ting. The male for sometime past has frequently soar¬ 
ed and hung over the spot. 

1880. 

May 22. 

t 

Shot one ori Cambridge Riyor midway te tv^e-sn the dam 
and meadov/'s. 

28. ' Nest with one egg on the islar.d -where f. took a sot 
last year. 

1 

« 31. 

j 

Set D-4. Fresh—on ground on snail island v/ithin 
1 six feet of the spot v/hore a set \ra.s taken last year; 
1 nest in deep hollov; evidently scratched by the bird ; 

female sitting; she permitted mo to approach v/ithin a 
^ few foot, then scuttled off spreading her v/ings, tumb- 
1 ling a,uout on the ground, euid even uttering a sort of 
■ harsh scream that C never heard before. 

June 9. : 

i 

i 
1 

1 
1 

Set R-4. Fresh—on ground under drooping branch of 
^ alder; female rose bot'cre '..'o landed and flow off in si- 
1 xence. Same island wliere sot D-4 vras taken, and doubt- 
1 leo.o the second laying by t'lo sa; e bird. 

Sept.7. A few still lingering about t:ne Lake shores; but 
they are far outnumbered by the Solitary Sandpiper,s 

" 15. In great abundance along the river to-day. 

1883. 
Oct. 18. Shot one. 
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Tringoides macnlarius. 

1868. 
Aug. 5. Sav/ one on a small stoeam among the Franconia Mts. 

(Profile House, N.H,). 

1869. 
July & 

Aug. Found it quite common, breeding, at the foot of 
Mt,Washington, and discovered a brood of young scarcely 
a week old, on the shore of a mill pond in that vicinity. 
(Glen House,N.H,). 

1870o 
July 28, As far as edge of clearings never on either side 

of the lakes in the notch (Profile House,N.H,). 

1874. 
July 12. Numerous on Appledore Island, liles of Shoals, where 

the young vrero running about over the hilly pastures. 

1875. 
July 20. Breeding abundantly on the Green Islands, near Port¬ 

land, Maine , 

1876. 
Ma y 7 . A number (Chatham, Mass.) 



awiifllnofin apbloy^iJiiT 

.a^V Blnooitfl't’’! f^.9 giiortB Ilsfrta s ao eao wsB 
,oaMo^’ 

/ 
lo ^ool eriJ .♦« li bmro'^ 

YI©3'iso2 8*3tuo'^ *io boo*fd a ^W'^©’v ooajii bac ^00?JM 
.t^iniolv SBfiS 0i baoq Ilia 3 1© Ptoria t>A$ 00 ,i>Io Xepw a 

.(J .M,©ao<^' tiPlO) 

obla Tter .tip 00 npv©0 a8al*TSPf& lo pjjh© tel eA 
.(.K.MjPaMot' oIJIoT*?) ffo^o.t an# 0i ar^/5l ©xiJ lo 

onodw ^aljsoria lo 8©IiT ,ba«lal ©lO 'eXqqA 00 3»oiPf!tt;M 

.aPTricra/^q yXIx^* ntvo fuods ©now jianot 

-.tfoq nsnct ,3fatislal 0p«iO ©ri^ no 
, ©aliiW ,b0£l 

.8©HX 
.B .S^A 

.0a8X 
ft 

.St'A 

.OTBX 
*as 

.i'TOX 
.Si X-twf' 

.a?8x 
,0S 

( ,fWfjBrTOy *tPc(nttJ0 A 

.0?BX 
,V xsw 



Numonius longirostris 

1871. 
Aug. 25. 

1872. 

/a Aug. la,. 
“ 17. 

Rye Beach, New Hampshire. 

Early this morning a largo Curlew, v;hieh I took for 
a Sickle-bill, passed over the marsh, high up, uttering 
loud shraiking note at frequent intervals. 

One passed through the Eel Pond marsh this morning. 

One passed through the Eel Pond marsh this morning 
flying, in company v/ith a Hudsonian Curlew. 



1 

.al'tJaoT^aitoX auiaerauW 

.•lirfaqnaH w®H ,r1»«rfi 

-jot iooS I rfaxriw ,we£ifjy ©anal * aliiJ 
s ,q« rfairf friaiasneri^r tev* be&smq ,jEIi<i<-*©l3lalg « 

.«X«vi©^sl ^rtewpan*! #« •ioii t>«oi 

.£V8£ 
.3^ *80A 

.9txi»t»m airf# bfloq I»S wriJ t}«a4i»q ©flO 

sax (non alri# rfai«n baoS |«S ®il# b«aa«q ©a© 
.TCiwO (laiiiaabuH e xi^iw 

,St«l 

.*! *30A 

.Vi • 

.. 1 /' 
■.» ^ 

■ ’T' ■ • 

-> ■■ ■. 1, 

4^, 

f. * • 



129 

1876. 
Numenius hudsonicus. 

Aug. 17.! Saw one on Long Island, Boston Harbor. 

Sept.22, Tv;o near Smith’s Point rose out of the grass \7ithin 
twenty yards of our v/agon. Uttering a rolling whistle 
of five or six notes. Their flight is rather slow 
and Very like that of Actiturus They are easily de¬ 
coyed by an imitation of their v/histle (Nantucket). 

“ • 25, Near Smith’s Point, Nantucket, one started from 
among some moss and beach grass on a sand flat, and 
alighted again within tv^enty yards of our wagon, squatted 
in precisely the manner of a Snipe. 

“ 27. While driving across a sandy tract, sparsely covered 
with wiry grass I discovered one of these Curlews stand¬ 
ing motionless-within thirty yards. Stopping the horse 
I shot it v-rhere it stood. Like the one killed the oth^r 
day it was so fat that I could not preserve the skin, 
(Nantucket), 

B each, Hampshire. 

1871. 
Sept. 2, Found tv/'o on the pebbly portion of the sea wall 

that divides the marsh from the beach. At first they 
ii v/er0 Very tame but after one had been shot the survivor 

kept out of range flying about in a groat circle and ut- 
teri^ a v/’histle of three or four mellow notes. Finally 
it r©^ vrith great swiftness to the top of a sandy knoll 
where it stood in an upright position for several minutes. 

1872. 

Aug. 6,. 

“ 9. 

“ 17. 

Throe flocks passing southward over the ocean. 

One passed over the Eel Pond. 

One passed over the marsh flying in company v^ith 
Numenius longirostris. 



.anoiaoabwrf awifleraf/M 
.0?BX 

.lO' *ij8K noJaofi ,btj£lal yflOiT ao y/s8 .VX agnA 

iJlfftlV' B3Bns fri? *50 9rfo 9n.ioH a*riJ InB tsofl o’w*!' ,SS.Jq©8 
eXvtairf'’ ^aiifon s }iai’ie9f^ .floyiBr tuo lo abi.:.t T^rt®wt 

woia I'ri^st al trisll'i lieriT xle to evil lo 

-«b-tXl8e« ene lo 
,{J©:>la«#rtsH> «I#aMw lo aoiiBfImi ac x<^ bfSToo 

'Adfi b«?*fjef^8 ©flo a*riJim8 "sboH .AS . ■ 
biifi jtsfl base b ao asuitB doaev boB aa«m afiDa yaor « 

bo^JjsiTpa jOossw tsjo lo ab^BX Y,$aBrr9 airiJXYf oIbsb b<i#djjifB 
.eqlfiS c lo tortojsn ©rf# 

liOX^voo fftiataqE ,$9Bn9 b aaotu aulviti) mliiW .t^ 
-biusAe aii©I%pO 1# iwi® hexwooaib I •■•iB yy^ d$l'ff 

caiod edS u^iqqoSB .abt^t ritisif atdttv‘Bmf>^LV§f§mf^ ijfli 
f'dcro ©rU boIIiX ©flo mis ©iXXJ ,boo#a Jl ©noriw #©rf« I 

.niJia ©riJ «v«t®3©tq Jo*t bluoa I #*d# #al oa aetr ii x&b 

^txiiaai ^l MPJri AXE 

.xvux 
IXaw 4a©a ©ri^ lo ^^ojt^•Ioq biJuol .Si »SqeS 

Xods ^atil iA .doaed od^ niotl riatsm ori^ aobJhr jb SadS 
lovivina ori^ ^oria oocd bad ©fio loSts Sud oc^S x***^"^ ctow 

-jr? bna oXotio Saet's « dX Suoda gnXx-Il o3«fit lo 9iso ^qeal 
XU'Bitx’J ,uo^oa wolloffl tool to o«triJ lo eX^aidw a BaitoJ 

IXoiix vbnaa a lo qoJ odS oS aaeailiws Saen^ dSiw eaot tl 
,aoSuaim".[B'irroa tol nox^xaoq ^daitqo na ax booJa St otedw 

.SV8f 

.fioeoo fviS 10V0 btav«d^ooa amaaflq aalooll cotdT .0 ♦goA 

.biJoS l03 orij tcvo boaaaq etiO .6 * 

dd'i'vv ^^BqfToo flx SrtXxH datfif^i od5 tovo b®a*aq eoO .TX 
^#xt jaotxA.ioj: a»xfy)-;igdl 



1880. 

Sept.11. 

Numenius borealis. 

Maine (Lake IJrnbagog), 

A Guriev/' on the muddy margin ox" the lov/er pond in 
the raadov/. It made several slxort flights-and uttered 
a note absolutely dif'erent from that of M.hudsonieus. 
This v/ith its smaller size served^'to identify it satis 
fae torily. 
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1880 
Phalaropus fulicarius. 

ji Maina (Laka Umbagog ) . 

Sept,15. 

il 

Killed,throe adult males and one immature female on 
the bar at the mouth of the River. They ’.Tore feeding 
along the v/ater’s edge in company v/ith a Hyperborean 
Phalaropo and vz-ero very tame and Very interesting. As 
they ran along the shore, sometimes vmding knee-deep in 
the v;ater, they constantly nodded their heads ■/i th a 
graceful Ooot-like motion and alternately present '•d their 
beautiful marbled backs and sno’vy breasts, while the 
slender nect arid head were rievor still. Their movements 
wore exceedingly rapid and so erratic that they reminded 
me of ants. As my ^uido sair'.; “they acted as’rif cra¬ 
zy”. Occasioiial 1 y orie vrould take to the vrater a,rid svrim- 
rning off a few yards turn over nearly on its back and 

plume itself precisely in the manner of the Little 'uk. 
At length I fired at two together and killed both, one 
proving to be a Red Phalarope, the other a Hyperborean. 
I noticed no difference between t’ em vrhen alive. The 
two survivors rose at the shot and joined a flock of 
“Peeps”, scaling about with them for a fevr moments and 
then alighting in the original place vrhen I killed them, 
both. These Phalaropes uttered an emphatic zip, zip 
very like that of Trin;ta bonap^rtet. hTeen flying they' 
snov/ed a liarrov/ v/’hito bar on each wing and appeared near¬ 
ly as v/hite as Sandling. Their first flight v/as swift, 
erratic, and generally similar to that of the smaller 
Tringae. Irides dark haZel. Stomachs contained small 

mud vzorms. 





Phalaropus hyperborous. 

1874. 
Aug.22, 

1880. 

Sopt.15. 

1881 . 

’^ay 20. 

Maine (Lake Urnbagog ) . 

Botv/Gon tho Outlet and the arrov/'S, dovm the middle 
I of the lake, I sav/ from the stear-boat several of these 
I Phalaropes. _ Their flight v/as very like that of the 

Sandling ‘jhioh they also resemble in general shape and 
color although they \Yero appreciably smaller. They cir 
cled about over the v/-ater vsomev;hat in the manner of 

j Gulls, alighting "requently although the v/ind v/as blov/- 
' irig a gale and the '.^avos rolling high. One, passing v;i t 

in a few ya,rds of the boat, turned sharply up\7ards after 
I a small moth which it chased eagerly for some distance 
; but did not succeed in catching. 

Shot a young female inb fall plumage on the bar at 
the mouth of Cambridge River; it was feeding in company 
with triree F^ed Phalaropes (see note on this species for 
for. observations on habits etc. ). 

;! Shot two adult males in full Frreediiig nlumage on 

Lake Urnbagog near the mouth of Sundy Cove about two hun— 
dred yards from shore v/'here thej'' were svrimming in very 

j; deep water. They v/ore evidently feeding for they ad¬ 
vanced over the surface in zog-sag lines and, after nro- 
gressing a f ;w rods;, took wing and flov/- back to cover 

■ the ground over a.gain. They v/ere very tame, allo /ing 
mo to paddle vathin fifteen yards of them. ’iheir mo- 

: tions Y/'ere exceedingly graceful and they ominded me of 
Gallinules. The head bobs v/-ith oaei-' stroke of the 
geet but it bobs gracefully, while the slender neck is 
oxteruled quickly on either side as the delicate bills 

|; gloe.ns the suria...e. Their activity surpasses that of 
jj any bird 'with v/hich C am acqu.aintod. Their f'light is 
!: precisely like tliat of Tringae. Irides dark hazel, 
:! bill blE^ck; tarsi and feet dark blue. In good flesh 

jj but not fat; their stomachs filled v/ith some half-diges 
'I tod and unrecognizable, soft, animal food. A northeas- 
tori/ stov/m has pre’/ailed for tu.e la,st four or five 
days . 
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Staganopus wilsoni. 

Hai] iG (Lako Umbagog ' . 

1873. 
Aug. 28. A flock of four largo Phalaropos which '[ took to bo 

this species came flying in "rom the J,ake and flying with 
exceeding sv/iftness, twisting and doubling like Snipe 
alignted for a i-ioirerit in the middle of Oambrideo Fiver 
near its mouth. 

1881. 
"'ay 20. A Phalaropo sv/immiiig arnong some drift v/ood near the 

^ Middle dam pornitted me to get so near that I recognized 
it as an adult female of this species. It finally rose 

and tlov^ s\Yiftly off over tlie ^.ake, the chestnut marking 
on the vrings and back showing conspicuously. 
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1870. 
Aug, 24, 

1872. 
Aug. 15, 

Steganopus wilsoni. 

Rye Beach, New Hampshire. 

Saw vhiat I took to be at the time, a Hyperborean 
Bhalarope, but v/hich I now believe vias a Wilson’s Phala- 
rope, on the Eel Pond. It vras very tame allov/ing me 
to approach v^ithin a fevr yards as it alternately vmded and 
swan about in the shallow water near the shore. It was 
about sunset, and I had no gun v;ith me. 

Shot a single bird, ai. adult, I think, in gray win¬ 
ter plumage (the specimen is in my collection). It 
came to the decoys with a large flock of “Peeps” flying 
Very swiftly like a Sandpiper. My attention was par¬ 
ticularly attracted to it by its short, harsh cry which 
sounded to my ear not unlike the scaipe of Gallinago 
vfilsoni. 
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Rallus eropitans. ; Rallus eropitans. 

1876. 
May •— One captured alive on a vessel off Boston Harbor 

May —. 

1881. 
Nov. 10. As I was crossing the cause way at Philips Beach 

a bird started from the bank and skipped over the '‘loat 
ing vegetation into a dense bed of tall reeds; it was 
either this species or a Gallinule. 

I 
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1868. 
Rallus virginianus. 

Middlosox County, Mass, 

Apr. 18. Shot a female. 

“ 29. One in the Brickyard Swamp making a variety of odd 
sounds, one a harsh chatter, another a song precisely 
like that of the Spotted Sandpiper, but in a lower key, 
I shot the bird and found it to be a female. 

May 2. Shot tv?o males and a female in the Brickyard Swamp, 
They skulked through the bushes, under cover of the mea- 
dov/ tussocks, and were difficult to flush. Their song 
resembles the syllables ke-ke-ke-ke~ke-ke-ke-ke-ko ^ begin¬ 
ning slowly, running together at the end, and uttered in 
a snarling tone. 

“ 23. A female permitted mo to approach v;ithin a few feet, 
then rose without the slightest difficulty, and with legs 
drawn up flow some distance nearly as swiftly as a Snipe, 

'• 26. Savr one building. 

Juno 2. Pound several nests to-day. The first which was 
built of dry grass and placed in the top of a tussock, 
contained six fresh eggs. The second vras a bulky 
affair about fifteen inches high and raised betvmen the 
stwms of some alder bushes; it contained nine fresh eggs. 
The old birds skulked silently away from both of them, 
but the female of a third which contained nine eggs near¬ 
ly hatched suffered herself to be touched before she 
would move, and afterwards came up within a few feet of 
me vralking up the branches of some briar bushes and utter¬ 
ing shrill cries. 

July 11, Male singing. 

* 18. One started by my dog took a long flight with legs 
drawn up, flying with great swiftness and zig-zaging 
through the bushes almost exactly like a Snipe. 

Sopt.26, Shot one and heard another sing. 

OCtn* l0'« 
1 

One, 

1869. 

May 6. Heard several in the Prosh Pond swamps. 

“ 29. Found an old bird followed by six vouns annarently 
several days old and covered entirely with black down. 

1870 
May 3. Heard numbers. 

1871. 

AprvdlO. Heard about a dozen all of which must have arrived 
last night as there were none in the swamps on the 17th. 
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|j Rqllus virginianus, 
1871. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

(May 17) A female pursued, and finally caught, by my dogs 
absolutely refused to fly but repeatedly swam across a 
wide brook and v/hen hard pressed, took to diving, re¬ 
maining under water a minute or more at a time. 

1872. 
Apr. 17. Found one in a little isolated briar patch in a 

meadow. Three of us with three dogs , were actually 
unable to force it to take wing although several times 
we nearly caught it in our hands. 

1874. 

Sept.22, Swarming in the Fresh Pond swamps. At the report 
or a gun dozens cry ou t from all parts of these watery 
retreats. 

Oct. 7. Have not seen one this fall although I have hunted 
the Fresh Pond marshes daily. 

• 20. Shot two in a bushy swamp near the Fresh Pond cross¬ 
ing; they v/ere unquestionably migrants as none have been 
seen in these sv/amps since August. 

1875, 

May 7. Near Block Island, and in the Brickyard Swamp Rails 
of both species were fairly swarming this evening. In 
one little meadow interspersed with thickets of bushes, 
there must have been dozens of each species and I frequent 
ly heard four or five calling at once. The Virginia 
Rail has only two notes that I am acquainted with. One 
which I think is the song of the male is a rasping note 
repeated a number of times in quick succession in a de¬ 
scending scale. It is indescribable and I can only com¬ 
pare it to a certain complaining sound made byv a hungry 
pig. The other is a shor t scream of alarm. 

• 22. Several on Rock meadow, Belmont, 

“ 27. Searched the Fresh Pond swamps thoroughly but the on¬ 
ly Rail seen was a single bird of this species. The 
meadows are unusually dry, a fact v/hich probably accounts 
for the absence of these birds from their favorite haunts. 

June 1, Started only one in the Fresh Pond swamps. It rose 
with ease drawing up its logs and flew nearly as fast as 
a Snipe. 

* 10. In the Fresh Pondswamps I came upon a pair of Vir¬ 
ginia Rails that evidently had a brood of young. Both 
old birds were very bald, approaching within ten i'eet and 
reiterating a single angry squeal resembling that of a 
startled pig, I could not find the young but upon 
withdrawing a short distance distinctly heard their fee¬ 
ble lisping as they called to one another or their par¬ 
ents; this cry was indistinguishable from that of the 
young Carolina Rails heard last season. 
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1875. 

(July 28} 

Oct, 7, 

1876. ; 
May 11. 

1879. 
Apr. 26. 

1880. ' |! 
May 5, 

1881. 
Sept.24. 

Rallus virginianus. 

Middlesex county, Mass. 

Shot a young bird in that curious intermediate plu¬ 
mage common at this season, 

Nesbitt shov/ed me one which he shot in the Fresh 
Pond swamps to-day, Our resident birds usually leave 
earlier and our migrants come later. 

One (Fresh Pond swamps). 

One shot by Spelman in the Fresh Pond swamps. 

One male (Belmont). 

In the Fresh Pond swamps Spelman has seen numbers 
of those Rails lately, in moist but not wet thickets 
where wo find Connecticut Warblers, 
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1880o 

Sopt. 6. 

Rallus '/irgii .ianus. 

I Maino (Laka Umbagog). 

Shot a young bird midway bQtv/-0eii the first and au¬ 
tumnal stages. It rose from a bed of roods uoar the 
mouth of Cambridge River. 
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1874'. 
Jan, 24, 

Rallus virginianus. 

Captain Baxter tells mo that they are v^intoring in 
numbers at Mars ton’s Mills. 
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18654 
Porzana Carolina. 

Middlesex county. Mass, 

* li 

June 10.1 
i 

Nest with six eggs (R.Deane), 

Get. 11. Watched one for sometime. It walked slowly along 
the margin of the water continually jerking its tail up¬ 
ward and once flapping its v/ings. When it came to any 
small inlet it usually waded across instead of following 
the shore. 

1867. 

June 4. Pound an egg ready for laying in the body of the 
bird. 

Oct. 22. Shot one in the branches of a low bush when it 
alighted after being flushed, balancing itself for somo- 
time awkv^adly, with partly spread wings, before it se¬ 
cured a firm footing. 

« 26. Watched one for some time it v;alked easily over some 
floating vegetation, with its neck drawn in, jerking its 
tail at every step, and now and then stooping to pick up 
something. When I showed myself it did not appear 
startled although I was within ten yards of it. 

1868. 

Apr. 25, One singing in the Brickyard Swamp. 

May 5. Saw a male in the act of singing; upon starting him 
he flow only a few rods and began to sing again. 

• 7. One singing in the swamps. When flushed it flew 
a few feet and alighted, swimming across a broad ditch as 
gracefully as a Duck, The song of this bird is very 
deceptive seeming to come from a much greater distance tin 
than it really does. The weather was damp and cloudy 
this evening and I hoard at least a dozen birds singing 

June 2 Pound a nest containing nine eggs built in the top 
of a tussock. 

“ 3. Pound a nest containing seven fresh eggs; it was 
raised in a clump of tall grass to the height of about 
twelve inches. 

July 7. Heard the ke-ee of this bird to-day. 

Sept. 7. Shot a number in the Fresh Pond sv/amps during a rain 
storm. Several of them started like Snipe, drawing up 
their legs, and after flying very swiftly for hundreds 
of yards twisting and doubling, pitched headlong into the 
grass. Others flew in a straight course with the logs 
extended bhind, the head and nock stretched out in front 
looking very like small Ducks. The Virginia Rails acted 
in a similar manner. 
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1868. 
Porzana Carolina. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

(Sept.12) One feeding on a sail island, walking in a slow, 
pompous manner, moving its head like a Pigeon and jerking 
the tail rapidly. 

Oet. 7. 

“ 10. 

1869. 

May 5. 

*• 29. 

1870. 

May 3. 

May. 24. 

June 13, 

{I 

• 18. i 

Oct. 21. 

1871. 

Apr. 6,'? 

“ 19. 

Oct. 16. 

One, 

m 

Heard several. 

Nest with thirteen nearly fresh eggs; in a tussock 
nearly surrounded by water. 

Heard numbers in the swamps this evening. They 
have doubtless been here somatti^e. 

One nest with seven fresh eggs, another with four; 
both birds loft their nest on my approach as I found 
their eggs were v/arm. 

Nest thirteen eggs, six fresh, remainder well advan¬ 
ced. 

Nest with two eggs from which the young birds were 
struggling to escape; remainder of brood running about 
near the nest; parent no v^here to be seen. 

Shot an adult male which was so encased in fat he 
could hardly fly. 

One heard in the swamps{By Hoabo and Garter). ? 

A male singing. 

Six seen. 

1874. 

June 24, A female in the Fresh Pond swamps v/’ith a large 
brood of young which were calling continuously for food 
in a harsh querulous voice. When the mother discovered 
me, she uttered a sharp cry which silenced them at once, 
although after a moment or two they began calling again.* 
I shot one which was squatting on a floating lily-pad. 
It had a blood-red knob or protuberence on the ridge of 
the culmen near its base this shrunk away soon after 
death. The remaining young were led off by the mother 
into a thicket of briars where I could not follow them. 

Sept.30. Shot five in the Fresh Pond swamps . 



JSrtaaio'f 
.aetJi 

,aBi5?J jfptaeXbbi^ 

,w>l8 JS nl ,bf4«l8i 1£j8« a ao gaib^el ©fif> (&:i,Jqcva> 
30l3i4#t ha& floegi^ « ©Jlil fe«®rf a^i saivoffl a«oq<«t>q 

.’^Ibiqjst HbS Bdi 

• © itO • T* • ^ ©0 

• .OX • 

-f. 

,l8*iovoa b*uieH .a ta» 

iooaaxi^ « tti *,333© ri«©f1 ti***©)* soot^iif^ ftJiw XwjK 
.beacMofiiia 

. * ._>-**■ n ■ T ' f 

*os • 

,0TOX 

.snirtov© al/^J aqiawa ©ri^ «i »io4m»€i &*ic©H 
.oGiiX ««ioB en^rf tieed aaoX^rffob ©vari 

,6 

f 

;*£0©1 -joff^ona ,83a® aevea rfiTiw X««fl ©ii@ 
haiio^ I a« rfofi(yiq<fiS“‘no t«©a ii©rf^ tleX aiiiitf riiod 

.m*isw ©ff)W 8B3© 

.bS .t3« 

-aavba XI©w tebaiJSHWS xla ,339® tae»4nMA3 Smelt 
,bee 

,fiX ©iia^. 

e^tm abtiA edt rfoiifw aif^tl dSiw SmeH 
smdjs ^/aatn l»©o*t«f ieqmoee oS aailasof iTa 

,rt8©a ©<i 0# #*ff»rfw oa teeo 

.81 • 

©f( d>jr1 ai b®«a»**o om sustr Amidif mSmta tlabm ttB JorfB 
„ T|Xlj*i:«Tf blsjoe 

.IS .x»o 

.ivyx 

.(•i©JiaO {me oitjWff b*teerf eoO ,0 .tgA 

__ .SaXstila ©X»w A ,«x • 

.oo©e xi8 .8i .Xa6 

e^ieX « ri^iir sg csrra biio*! rlaei^ ©rf^ ml elstml k 
boe’t tol xl^BtiouaiSmim aailXso e%BW gnooir lo boo*id 

bcnarooaib iBrfJom eds aoiW .©aiov ewoXwieo# a aX 
o&rtb Xe !a©rfX booaoXia doMv •c'lo q-jarfa a baioXXy ®rf« .©(O 

laifiBB siaiXXaa oegsd JaaRioffl a •ie^'Ja rfawoilcria 
.baq-^XiX * »® HOiJXawpa *«'w^ rfolriv ©no Xo/l« I 

to esbli ©rf^ flo ©ort©»i©d«Xoiq to doust bot-boaW a feari 
•ieJtB rtooa jtrttitffa 8idd ©esd aSi tsett ©©ffiXa© »rfX 

nedSom edS I'lo .riXsftb 
,m®rfJ woIXol Son blwoo I ©t«rfw ataitd lo ^©Jtoxrfj a oXfli 

.bS esul* 

. sq'^awa biJog rfa©t''l edi ml ®vit jfoi£8 ,0e.^q®8 



Porzana Carolina. 

143 

1874. 
Middlesex County, Mass. 

(Oct. 7) Killed six in the Fresh Pond marshes. Most of those 
birds that v/e got aov/ are ev^idently migrants from further 
north for their numbers vary greatly on different days. 
It is singular, hovrever, that I have never seen them com¬ 
ing into the swamps while watching for ducks in the even¬ 
ing twilight, all the other common noAturnal birds being 
observed at such times. 

When pursued by a dog this Rail often takes to the 
v/ater and swims the deepest ditches. 

While sitting on a tussock in the Fresh Pond marshes 
this evening watching day pass into night a Rail rose 
some distance off and came by me flying in the usual slow 
way with daigling logs; I had previously supposed that 
when rising in this manner they flew differently. 

1875. 

Heard one singingv in the Fresh Pond marshes. 

Throe in the-swamps this evening, one calling inces- 
y ^£.-.2.1 Jtar-e the others cackling. 

Literally swarming in the swamps near the Fresh 
1 Pond crossing. In one luttio patch of meadow intersper¬ 

sed with with thickets, there must have' been dozens, and 
I freq uently heard four or five calling at once. ’here 

, a succession of squealing notes given in a low tone and 
ii Sounding not unlike those uttered by the muskrat in 

spring attracted my attention. Approaching cautiously 
and peering over a thick bush, I discovered a pair of 
Carolina Rails within a fev; yards of mo. They were go¬ 
ing through the corem.onies of their courtship. The fe¬ 
male skulked coyly through the grass closely followed by 
the male, both birds tv/isting and doubling about ia the 
little opening which v/^as only a few yards square. 
Every now a d then the female would stop and allow the 
male to ^overtake her. Spreading his tail to the ut- 

jmost, and elevating it nearly vertically he would strut 
‘around her v/ith all the pomp of a turkey cock, uttering 
all the while the squealing above described. After a 
moment or two the female would become g^parently tired 
of his attentions ans skulk off again, the male following 
closely as before. Where the v/ater v/as too deep for wa¬ 
ding she v/ould swim, her attentive lover bobbing along 
gracefully in her wake. The song of this Rail is evider^t 
ly the jca-o. previously described. The bird also utters 
at least three other notes, a cackling cutter, cutter 

■ca.Uor; a rapidly enunciated cry of eight or ten sylla¬ 
bles in a descending scale, the notes so run together as 
to almost form a trill; and a single quick sharp ken 
used indifferently by both sexes and especially by ‘the 
youngmales in autumn as a cry of alarm 

Apr. 22, 

“ 23. 
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1875. 
Porzana Carolina. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

May 11.} Swarming in the Fresh Pond swamps. Purdie compared 
their cackling to the sound of a watchman’s rattle turn¬ 
ed slowly. 

June 1. During a thorough search in the Fresh Pond marshes 
started only one bird. It rose with ease instantly 
drawing up its legs, and flying nearly as fast as a Snipe 
crossed the broadest part of the meadow before alighting 
The day was clear and fine. 

“ 10. Heard and saw numbers but could find no nests. 
A recent rain has flooded the swamps. 

- 26. One in the meadow belovf the reservoir calling cutter. 
cu.t_teT, qua, qua: or sometimes, cut, ouar, auar. 
This harsh and somewhat vibrating termination to the ordi¬ 
nary cackle is new to me. 

July 28, Shot two young in fall plumage; they were full 
grown and flew well. 

Aug. 10, I think that most, if not all have left the Fresh 
Pond marshes, as I hunted for them carefully to-day with¬ 
out finding a single bird. 

• 24. I do not believe there is a single Rail of either 
species left in the swamps. 

Oct. 7, Pour in the Fresh Pond swamps. My setter pointed 
them all steadily. 

“ 11. Shot two in a pond hole in the fields near Fresh 
Pond. 

1876. 

Apr, 30. Nesbitt found them abundant in the Fresh Pond swamps 
this morning. 

May 11. Abundant in the Fresh Pond swamps this morning. 

Sept,11, Literally swarming in Bird’s Pond. Every minute 
or two one would flit up over the tops of the trees and 
alight again and the plash of a stone thrown among the 
reeds was invariably followed by their sharp cries. 

1881. 

Sept,24. Six or eight seen by Spelraan in ditches in the Fresh 
Pond marshes. 

“ 27. Started several in tall grass on perfectly dry mea¬ 
dows, One alighted in a button bush, another on a 
s tump, 
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1881. 
Pol'^ftoa Carolina 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

(Oct.13) Shot one on Great Meadows (Concord. 

• 20. fit sunset saw one feeding on the bank of Concord 
River. 

“ 21. Wo saw the same Carolina Rail come out of the same 
cluii^) of button bushes at sunset this evening (Concord) 
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1873. 
Sopt. 18. 

1880. ! 

June 17.' 

“ 23. < 

Sopt. 4.? 

" 1! 

ij 

1882. i| 

Oct.8-22 il 

Maine (Lake TI.rnbagog ). 

Come upon ono crouching under a log on the heavily 
timbered bank of Oarabridge -iver about a mile above the 
dam. 

Yesterday I hoard a male singing on the grassy 
river-bank, and to-day putting my dog on sliore there ho 
quickly flushed the bird v/hieh flov;-, as this species some¬ 
times '.Till, very sr/iftly with legs dravm up and wings 
v/hirring like a Quali’s. 

Heard two on the meadows bordering Cambridge River. 

Shot three on the meadov/s between the River and the 
lov/er pond. 

Shot tv/o on the meadows. , They lie closely before 
a-:; dog. 

One shot October 20. Its stomach contained four 
or five pellets of No. 10 shot (see card). 
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Porzana Carolina 

1874. 

Jan, 24, 

Kov, 5, 

1875, 
Sept.27. 

Captain Baxter tells me that they are wintering in 
numbers at Marston’s Mills. 

Heard several in the bushy thickets along the River 
(Marston’s Mills, Mass,). 

Shot an immature bird which started from a tract 
of scanty beach grass almost under my horses feet. At 
Smith’s Point, Nantucket. 
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Porza novoboracensis 

1876. 

May 4. 

Oct. 

1876. 
Apr. 30. 

Ono shot on tho Mav/buryport marshes by Mr. Joyce. 

Tv/'o killed by Goodale during the past month. 

Goodale had ono in the flesh fron the immediate 
vicinity of Boston about tv/o vreeks ago. 
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Porphyrio martinica. 

1875. 
Apr, 10. Ono v^'as caught alivo at Rockport this morning. 
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1868. 

Sopt. jf. 

Oct. 9. 

Gallinula galeata. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

A young male shot by Deane in the pond hole at the 
foot of Vassal Lane. 

Two sv/'iraming in a ditch at the pond-hole at the 
foot of Vassal Lane. I shot one and wounded the other. 
It rose with dangling legs, flying like a Rail but rather 
more swiftly, and finally dropping into the bushes. 
The one killed proved a female. 
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1867. 
Fulica aiJiericana. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Get, 13. Started one from a pebbly beach on the shore of 
Fresh Pond. It dropped in a detatched bed of roods 
rising above the water but although I could see through 
them in most places I could fiot find or flush it again. 

“ 21. While standing on the edge of one of the numerous 
bushy ponds in the Brickyard Swamp, Cambridge, just at 
dusk, a Coot flew past and alighted in the water. I 
fired and missed, when he, with another that was swimming 
near, rose and pattering over the surface disappeared in 
the button bushes which encircled the pool and among which 
the water was several inches deep. In about fifteen 
minutes both birds reappeared, swimming prettily and cau¬ 
tiously along the edge of the bushes until they came in 
range when I shot one and the other disappeared in the 
bushes without rising. These birds when suddenly alar¬ 
med take to reeds or bushes instead of flying. 

1868, 

Juno 3 SapsF-oiete in a large she muf.t have had a n«st 
as sh^ swam Hi®'tly Q«t of a tkjLcke-t of busher find then 
remaiiied watchit^g^-wgi for sometime. 

H m 

i 

A bird which took to be this species in t^eBrisk- 
yard Swamp, It swam out of some bushes and imma motion¬ 
less on the water for a moment, watching me in silence. 
It may possibly have been a Florida Gallinulo. J 

Sept,19. One in the Brickyard Swamp, It uttered a cackling 
cry similar to that of a hen, but harsher, and this being 
answered from the upper end of the pond, rose with a heavy 
whirring and joined the other bird. 7^^- /■ 

“ 25. One (Fresh Pond). 

* 31. At daybreak,one alighted almost in the middle of 
Fresh Pond, I sculled out to it and shot it. 

Oct. 8. One (Fresh Pond), 

“ 13. One came into my live duck decoy on Fresh Pond. 

« 16. Two in Fresh Pond swimming near the shore. I shot 
one when the other, after flying some distance, returned 
and alighted near its companion roc eiving the contents 
of ray other barrel which broke its vang. I started 
after it in my boat when it swam very fast, and when hard 
pressed, dove and passed under the boat about eighteen 
inches beneath the surface. During these dives I could 
see that it used only its feet. When finally caught it 
bit and scratched fiercely, but upon being liberated in 
the boat began to ramble about and pick up small pieces 
of clay. 

“ 27. One in the Brickyard Swamp, the last. 
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1869. ! 

' 
1 

Pulica americana. 

Middlesex County, Mass, 

(Oct. 5) One (Concord). 

« JL4 Two (Fresh Pond). 

• 15. Shot three on Fresh Pond. They would not allow 
my boat to approach within gun-shot, but landing I ap¬ 
proached them without any difficulty. 

1870. 

Sept.13. One (Fresh Pond). 

Nov. 9, One came into Fresh Pond this morning and after 
being pursued the greater part of the day was finally 
killed. It acted very odly, keeping well out into the 
pond and when pursued by several boats sometimes flying, 
sometimes diving v/ith all the ease of a Sea-duck, often 
swimming several hundred yards under v/ater and eluding us 
with great cunning. We often lost sight of it allogeth- 
er, then it would reappear riding lightly on the waves. 
Late in the afternoon it alighted on a high bank near the 
water’s e edge and ran across an intervening strip of 
land to a pond hole where it ws killed. It proved an 
adult bird in fine plumage. Early in the season these 
Coots were frequently seen on Fresh Pond. They came 
in singly, or in pairs, at daybreak, usually alighting 
near the shore and, if not molested, often joined tamo 
Ducks feeding near the margin and spent the day with 

them. 

1871. 

Oct, 6, Two shot on Fresh Pond, the first seen this year. 

“ 7. One (Fresh Pond). 

« 8. One, the last (Fresh Pond), 

1874. 
Oct. 3.4. One in Fresh Pond, swimming up deep water some dis¬ 

tance from shore. 

1870. 
Oct, 10, The Coot is seldom a wary bird (At least the few 

stragglers that visit on New England waters) but the 
tameness of one found on Concord River exceeded anything 
that I have seen before. When first noticed this bird 
was swimming near a bod of lily-pads that margined the 
stream. As wo approached it showed no signs of fear, 
so laying down the oars, I took a paddle and without 
using any especial caution actually ran the boat within 
six feet of it. Even then it simply dodged our bows 
and continued to food within reach of the oars. As it 
gradually increased its distance I turned the boat and 
again overtook it, getting as near as before. After 
watching it for some time I pressed it hard and forced it 
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1879 
Pulica americana. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

(Oct.10) to fly, which it did only when the boat was within loss 
than throe foot. As it rose it ran for some distance 
on the surface and after a short flight dropped, first 
lowering its feet and running several yards on the viator 
before finally settling. It was an unusually small 
individual and swam very low in the water; at each 
stroke of the feet the head was oscillated in the usual 
manner. It v/as busily engaged in picking small parti¬ 
cles of food from the lily-ledaros, and occasionally 
plunged down its bill in order to take them from scane 
submerged \mter plant. 

1881. 
Sept.27. In the Pine Swamp found a Coot swimming in-a dirty 

pool within twenty yards of the slaughter house. It was 
very tame and could not bo made to fly although wo threw 
a number of stones at it. Once it scrambled awkwardly 
up a mud bank and climbed to the top of a low stump where 
it sat basking in the sun. 
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1882. 
Falico ar-ioricana. 

Maine (Lake IJr.^bagog), 

.8-22|| One shot hy W:2 „“sk-j:-ll iy 
tx 

October >Q."^ ^ 





Cygnus americanus. 

1871. 
Oct, 20. Captain Baxter tells me that he shot tv/o wild Sv/aas 

hero some thirty years ago in a fresh v/ater pond, (Mar- 
ston’s Mills, Mass, 

1876. 
Fob, 24. Mr.Joyce tells me that he saw tv/o at’Nev/port, Ver¬ 

mont, on Lake Hemphomagog in October 1860. 
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1876. 
Peb. 24. 

Anser albifrons gamboli. 

Mr.Joyce tells mo that he is sure that this Goose 
does not occur in vow England. 
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1881. 
Nov. — 

Ansor hyporboreus. 

Maine (Lake Urnbagog). 

i; 
';/ took 

It 'vas 
i t ^ a 0 

in a flock of Ducks and \7as so white that ho 
first, for a Gull. 

/ 

to 
George Hayward 

this species just 

.,.|| -rf-i- -1- ,1. ■ 

shot a Goose v/hich must have b 

befoir ^the Lake froze in. 
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1867. 
Oet. 22. 

Berniela canadensis. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

A flock of seven alighted in Fresh Pond this morning. 
When they first came in sight they were flying high,ap¬ 
parently intending to pass on. But one suddenly left 
the rest and honking most musically saiiaH rinwr. 
a single wing-flap, then wheeling just above the water, 
alighted among some Herring Gulls. It immediately began 
to wash and dress its plumage. The others after flying 
around in circles for sometime joined it. 

About an hour later a boat put out after them when 
they rose high in air in groat circles and started again 
on their v/ay south. 

An hour afterv/ards a single Goose returned and 
was shot while swimiing close in shore. 

1868. 

Apr. 17, Fifteen migrating northward. 

Oct. 7. Five passed over Fresh Pond this evening. 

* 8. Fifteen flying over Fresh Pond. 

• 23. A large flock in the Fresh Pond this morning at day¬ 
light . 

1869 

Apr. 2. Two flocks flying northward. 

Oct. 28. Five alighted in Fresh Pond this morning during a 
s now&*e?»*s .storm. 

Nov. 17. A largo flock migrating. 

1870. 

Apr. 1. A largo flock migrating. 

• 7. Three large flocks migrating. Several others ween 
within the last few days. 

^ 22. Saw a largo flock in Fresh Ponda. 

Sep t,- 
Nov. None seen or heard, an unusual occurrence. 

1871. 

Apr. 21. Flock of twenty migrating. 

Oct. 14. A largo flock migEBting. 

Nov. 1.0. Throe largo flocks migrating just in advance of a 
snow storm. 

“ 30. Five spent most of the day in Fresh Pond 
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1875. 
Berniela canadensis, 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Apr. 8. A flock following Concord River, 

“ 12. A large flock seen flying over Cambridge Yesterday. 

1876. 
Mar, 29. A large flock, high in air, drifting northward be¬ 

fore strong south wind, honking and gabbling musically. 
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1882. 
Borriicla canadensis. 

Maine (Lake IJrnbagog. 

Oct.8-22 Two heard. 





Berniela canadensis. 

1867* 
Oct. 7. 

1874. 

Nov. 24. 

1876. 

Mar. 28. 

Apr. 14. 

Flock of about a dozen (Plymouth,Mass.). 

At Eaglo Hill, Ipswich, just as the sun v/as sotting 
this evening v/ild Geese appeared from seaward in extra¬ 
ordinary numbers; flock after flock, many flocks con¬ 
taining over a hundred birds, came in over the land, 
sailing in circles on set v/ings, many alighting for a 
few minutes on the closely cropped she op pastures of 
the great rounded hills. The place seemed not to 
their liking, hov/'over, for all soon rose high in air 
and resumed their journey southward. As many as five 
hundred were frequently in sight at once and they kept 
up an incessant gabble and chatter. The day was cloudy 
and vrindy with frequent snow squalls. Yesterday there 
was a heavy snow storm succeeded by rain and hundreds of 
geese are reported to have boon found in the woods in an 
exhausted condition. 

Four xn single file, high in air, heading northward. 
The leading bird was conspicuously larger than any of 
the others, of which t lo last vras the smallest (Dedham). 

Early this morning two Goose came in from seav/ard 
flying close to the water, and alighted off Point Lepreau? 
N.B. one swam directly ashore and climbed upon a rock. 
The others, more suspicious, kept sv/imming about out of 

i| range, I stalked the first without much difficulty 
and killed it vath Number 6 shot. The other started off 
but when I began to imitate its honk, came back and cir- 
cldd about me, out of gun-shot however. 
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Bernicla bronta. 
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1867. 
Oct, 6. A flock of fifty (Plymouth, Mass.). 

1876. 

Apr, 14. 
Several largo flocks passed to-day Pt.Lepr6aux,N.B.). 

* 17. A steady flight all xforenoon (Pt.Lepreaux,N.B.). 

“ 16. A heavy flight passed to-day, at least one thousand 
being seen. (Pt,Leproaux,N.B.). 

“ 18. An oxtraorclinary fl.ght, beginning at sunrise and 
lasting till rioo». Hundreds of flocks passed, few of 
whicn contained less than one hundred birds each. They 
uttered a confused and rather feeble gabble, much less 
musical than that of the Canada Goose. They flew about 
fifteen feet above the water , usually crowded dose to- 

?rIoiL^v They flap their wings almost 

(Point 1.0- 

“ 18. 
. theScoters easily pass these Geese v/hen flying 
in the same direction and quickly leayo then, far b*ind 
(Pt.Lepreaux, N.R. ). 

« tt 
broken by irregular clumps 

dnd clusters (Point Lepreaux,N.B,). 

“ 19. 
ir. passed this morning and later 

in u Sitting on the water 
xn Mace s Bay. Hero a single bird was discovered on 

^ landed and crept 
before I fired 

Unon like that of a Black Duck.’ 
^one ^ It up I found that its under mandible was 

done’b; a' probably 
for« T evidently only a few hours be¬ 
fore (Pt.Lepreaux,N.B. ). 

“ 21. A flock off Thatcher’s Island, Mass. 

May 6. 
Several small flocks,Chatham, Mass. 

“ 7. A few (Chatham, Mass.). 

“ 8. 

decoys. They were all shot last month and their broken 

healed. They become tame In a few 

gSbir e'*’’® hoautiful bird. Their notes are a 
gabble, a quack very like a Duck’s but a little hn«rc«y. 
and a hiss like that of the domestic gocsl kt™L 

ful thartr®r“®“'' ooose-llke. but they are more graco- 
on^lMrt ^Pooios, running rapidly and easily 

“hat^^, mJs!!."®®'’ ®°’-° ““ «-ass." 
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Anas boscas 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

A light grey bird among Black Ducks on Concord River 
was probably a female of this species. 
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Anas boscas. 

1876. 
Gb , 24. Mr,Joyce tells me that he usually hears of about 

half a dozen Mallards being shot in Plymouth County,Mass, 
each season, usually in September, Tv/enty years ago 
they were nearly as common as the Black Duck, but 
since that time have been gradually and steadily dimin¬ 
ishing in numbers. 
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1868. 
Mar• 27, 

Anas obseura. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

One, the first. 

1869, 

Apr, 8, Numbers at Concord feeding on the meadows in company 
v/ith the Wood Ducks, Shy as usual. 

1871. 

Mat, 16. Two. 

“ 23. Abundant on Concord River in flocks composed of 
paired and single birds. In windy v/eather they desert 
the river for the small sheltered ponds where I had ex¬ 
cellent opportunities to-day of observing their habits, 
having them frequently within tv/o yards of me. Here, 
unconeious of danger, they threvr off their usual watchful¬ 
ness and stiffness of carriage, some with heads emersed 
and feet kicking in the air, searching the bottom for 
food, others chasing one another about with flapping 
wings and loud quacking, while those already paired kept 
a little aloCfsailing along side by side and uttering 
a lov/ whistling grunt similar to that heard from our do¬ 
mestic Mallard. Wfeen the flock took v/ing the mated 
birds flew in pairs, the pairs twenty or thirty foot 
apart, but all keeping the same general dir^iction. 

Apr. 5. Saw five at concord. 

Sept. 15, ’ Five were seen on Fresh Pond. 

Oct. 8. Two large flocks on Fresh Pond. 

1872. 

Apr. 3. Two at Concord, 

* 7. Abundant at Concord, Mass (Melvin), 

* 25. Numbers at Wayland; they wore apparently mating on 
wing, several drakes often chasing a female high up into 
the air, doubling, twisting, and circling about, frequent¬ 
ly coming down from a groat height with set wings. They 
are said to breed numerously on these meadows. 

1875. 

Apr. 8. Saw about sixty on Concord River. The water was 
all over the meadows and extended far back into the woods 
so that we paddled for miles through maple and pine 
swamps, occasionally eroosing flooded moadov/s transformed 
into beautiful little ponds encircled with dark pine foli- 
3>8e. The Ducks were scattered everywhere through thgse 
places but v/ere very shy. Several largo flocks were 
sitting on the elevated portions of the river meadow. 
As v^e approached they would stand erect with 
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1876. 

(Apr,22) 

• 23. 

Aug, 28. 

1876. 

Mar, 9, 

• 23. 

1880. 
Oct, 29, 

1881. 

Oct. 20, 

« 21. 

1882* 
Sopt.28. 

Anas obscura. 

Middlesex County, Mass, 

A pair flying over the Maple Swamp, 

Pour in a birch-encircled pool in the Warren Run, 
basking in the sun, occasionally playing about on the 
VTater and chasing one another. Occasionally one would 
boat the water v/ith his pov/orful wings, churning it into 
foam, then another v7ould begin, and sometimes all four 
would be thrashing away together making a tremenduous 
noise. I repeatedly sav/ a drake swim rapidly around 
his mate (for they are evidently paired) apparently pay¬ 
ing court to her. Occasionally one v/ould quack three 
or four times but never very loudly. They spent much 
of their time in preening and arranging their plumage. 

Tv/o this evening flying lo'ff dovm over Bird’s Pond, 

Four seen by Frazar on Rock Meadow, Belmont. 

Pour on Cambridge River. 

A large flock on Concord River, 

Saw four twice in the same place in Concord River. 

The same four Ducks rose again this morning in the 
same spot; as wo returned late in the afternoon tv/o 
more had Joined them (Concord), 

Passing through the Sudbury Marshes this evening affle 
after dark v/o occasionally hear the hoarse quack of a 
Black Duck, startled from its feeding ground by the flap* 
ofour sail or the splash of an oar. For the most part, 
hov/ever, the only sounds that broke the silence were the 
rushing of the chilly east wind and the seething hiss 
of thickly falling rain drops on the dim expanse of wa¬ 
ters around , 
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Anas obseura. 

Main© (Lake IJmbagog), 

1872. 
June 9. Saw ona Tloek oP sixteon and anothar of ^ightaon 

on B Meadows. Gideon Stone tells no that they '.•.'■ere the 
old drakes vh'iich alv/ays band together after tlie fenalos 

ji begin incubating. 

1874. 
Sept. 1, 

1879. 

ly 29. 

Shot a pair; one of vdiicli v/as apparently perfectly 
blirifi in both eyes, the pupil being opaque and v/hito. 

Tv/o flocks (one containing tv/onty birds) and many 
single indiyiduals on B Meario'.rs. 

1880. 

May 20. i About thirty on B Meadov/'s, 

25. 

June 18. 

21 

Sept. 8. 

1881. 
June 2. 

1882. 
Oct-. 8-22 

Set B-7. Fresh-shell rather thin; yolk very deep 
salmon red; nest in trie top of an old hollov/ pine stump 
near the centre of a retired, hea-Vily-v/ooded, but slamm, 
island in the S\7ea,t Gove. The nest was in a deep cavi¬ 
ty hollov/ed in tlio crumbling pieces of 'uood and v/as ■./arrri- 
ly lined v/ith the bird’s do'.vn 'vhich made a beautiful, 
dark, raised fringe about the eggs, but did not conceal 
them. Female sitting; she rose into the air directly 
from the nest vfnon I 'was about tvfonty yards away and 

.ew o; silence. 

Female v/itli a brood of young apparently just hatched. 
The mother s'wam off toward a grassy island, singing very 
low in tho Y/ater in the hope o i" escaping our obsorva- 
tion. The duc.klings taking ihe cue, follo’yed, crov/'ding 
closely about hor, the v/hole family presenting the ap¬ 
pearance of somo nondescript animal sv/imming. When tho 
mother saw that she ’./as discovered she flopped off along 
tho surface like a v/ouncled bird, quacking hoarsely; the 
young then s'van q’uickly into the grass \Thore we soarchod 
for tliGDi in vain although the island v/as only a few yards 
square. (Lake sliore opposite Stone Farm). 

as Robins on 
They v/ont 

Brood of nine young as ai/out as larg 
Cambridgo River a little bolo'v B Moadov/s, 

ashore before v/o roac'nod them, and after v/e passed re¬ 
turned to t .e stroarn. Tho mother was not v/ith them; 

the;/ uttered a fim pee^ peo , p ee. poep . 

About sixtj'’ feeding in a pool in the meawlow surroun¬ 
ded by tail grass. They were very noisy,quacking con¬ 
tinually , dozens often calling at the same time. Every 
little v/hile there v/as a great flapping of wings and 
splashing of v/ater as they chased one another ov^r the 
surface (Sv/eat Gove). 

Set G-7. Nest on islan.d in Iieo.nard’s Pond. 

Common, 

i: 
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18(W, 

Aug, 28, 

Sept,28, 

Oct. 5. 

Anas obscura. 

Two at West Amesbury,Mass, 

Saw about two thousand (Plymouth ,Mass,). 

Barge flocks on the ocean(Plymouth, Mass.). 

Found the tracks of one leading directly into a 
muskrat’s hole on the border of a muddy pond. Probably 
the bird ha.d been wounded (Pl3rmouth,Mass. ). 

1868, 

Feb, 8, Numbers in the market said to have been shot at Ran¬ 
dolph,Mass . 

Juno 19, Saw one rise from a marsh in Warren,Mass. 

1870. 

July 11, 

Aug, 5, 

Sopt,2-lp, 

One (Ipsv7ich,Mass. ). 

One on Profile Lake,N,H, 

Nearly every pond about the Porks of the Kennebec 
Maine, held one or two flocks reared in tlie vicinity. 

♦ 

1875. 

Sept,23. They are said to v/inter in large numbers at Nantuck¬ 
et spending their entire time on the sea and feeding on 
the flats. 

* 27. Started sixteen from a fresh water pool not over 
ten yards square on the shore of Hummock Pond. Con¬ 
cealing ourselves v/e awaited their return. Shortly af¬ 
ter Eunsel; three Ducks passed us but the flocks did not 
come back. The sunset was superb and greatly enhanced 
by the fine view up the pond and out over the foam-flock¬ 
ed ocean, \7ith picturesque sandhills looming up ags,inst 
the rose-tinted sky. (Nantucket), 

1876. 
Apr, 12.i A pair feeding among sea weeds on a rocky reef 

near Point Lepreaux,N.B. 

Rye Beach, New Hampshire 

1868, 
Aug, 16. Saw four ojr. the Eel Pond, 

they brood in fresh water moadows 
The gunners say that 
in this vicinity. 

1871, 

July 30. Saw one and 
vreeks ago. 

am told that they v/ere seen here throe 

Aug. 4. : Sav/ two, probably resident birds. 

tt 9, Tv/o flocks, 
came in from the 

one of six, the other 
sea and passed out to 

of three birds, 
the south. They 
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1871. 

(Aug.9) 

“ 20. 

1872. 

Anas obseura. 

Rye Boach^ Nov^ Hampshire. 

eamethey wore evidently migrants. 

Five alighted v/ith a flock of Tea.1 and fed with 

them for an hour or more. 

One seen July 29; four, August 8; two, August 9; 
thirteen August 15; four, August 16; and several August 

23. 24. 
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1876. 
Fab.24. 

Chaulolasmus streperus. 

Mr.Joyeo is not certain that ho has ever seen this 
Duck in Nov^ Kngland. 
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1880„ 

Dafila acuta 

May 

j| Maine (Lake Umbagog). 
;l 

I 
i: 

33. I Mr;Worinoll tells me that ho has shot this species 

ji Umbagog. 
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1876. 
P ob• 24• 

Dafila acuta. 

Mr,Joyce tells mo that he finds this Duck not uncom¬ 
mon in Mass. It is universally knovm anxjng the Massa- 

chusett gunners as the “Gray Duck". 

i;m 

ir,^^ 
I ^^ j tKt -Ljo 

If ouOl ^ / Q 

c. ^ "r-f 

J uriy^ AA ^ 

^ <A. ' A' 

'J /a/V^- Cj 
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1880. ' 
II 

May 23.S 

173 
Spatula clypeata. 

Main© (Lako Urnbagog. 

Mr .Vformell 
species on Lake 

tells me that'/ his 
Urnbagog. 

party has shot this 

ll 
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1876, 
Fob* 24, 

1871. 

Aug, 19, 

Sopt, 1, 

Spatula clypeata. 

Mr,Joyce tells me that he finds this Duck not very 
uncommon in ’■Massachusetts, although it is never numer¬ 
ous . 

B each, Hov^ -lampshire. 

A young female in good plumage shot in the Eel Pond 
by D,C,French, It was swimming neaf the glassy margin 
and was very tame. Both eyes v/ere obscured by a v^hite, 
skin-like film that had apparently well-nigh destroyed 

the poor bird’s sight, 

I shot one, a young bird, which I found in the Eel 
Pond at Daybreak in company v/ith six Blue-winged Teal. 
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186^ 
Querquedula discors. 

Middlesex county, Mass. 

May 4, Saw an adult male flying over the Brickyard Swamp. 

June 8, Shot a male in the perfect breeding plumage in the 
Brickyard Sv/aunp. He v/as floated motionless near the 
middle of a small pool and vras alone. The white cros- 
ent before the eye vras very conspicuous in life. 

Sopt.19, These pretty little Ducks have been very abundant 
here this autumn; I have shot many ©n the Hresh Pond 
swamps where they frequent the smaller poikda holes and 
even ditches, rarely visiting the larger sheets of water 
They huddle close together while swimming, and feed by 
aimmersing the head and nock like the mallard. At times 
when swimnlng they jerk the head with every motion of 
the feet. They rise from the vrater with a single 
quick spring, and when fairly under vray fly swiftly. 
When about to alight they invariably circled several 
times around the place and finally plump dovrn almost 
exactly like a Snipe, They quack like a Duck, and 
also utter a harsh calac, but their crmmonest note i .«5 a 
soft, whispering tv/itter. 

Oct. 10. Shot one. 

• 24. One shot on Fresh Pond, the last. 

1871. 
Oct, 4. One on Concord River, 

1874. 
Sopt. 39. A wing-broken one v/hich fell in a brook eluded my 

dog by diving, so successfully that he v/as unable to 
catch her, fllne of her v/ings was broken but as she 
swam under v/ator I distinctly sav/ that she used the other; 
after a long dive she v/ould often swim for some distance 
on the surface v/ith her head and neck stretched out flat 
and her body so deeply sunk that only the line of the 
back v/as visible. 

18'75. 
Sept. 5. Two on a mud-flat in Fresh Pond. It is said that 

thay are the survivors of six that appeared there this 
morning. 

1876. 

Aug. 30. . Maynard found a flock of about a dozen in a little 
pond in Waltham (on Shade St. opposite the Gore Place) 
and |:ill0d tv/o of them. 

Sept, 11, 
1879. 

Oct. lo. 

Saw two shot in Bird’s Pond. 

A single bird on Concord River. 
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18B1. 

Oct. 20. 

« 21. 

1882. 
Sept,29, 

Querquedula discens. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

A flock of throe on Concord River. They wepo very 
shy but I killed one of them. 

Pound the tv;o seen yesterday in nearly the same 
place to-day. French tells me that they appeared on 
Pairhaven Bay October 8, when there v/ere seven of them. 
In the course of a few days four vrere v/ounded, all es¬ 
caping by diving and taking to the button bushes. The 
remaining three have been seen a number of times since. 
This is a late date. 

Several hundred on Concord River in flocks ranging 
from five or six to eighty or ninty individuals ( I 
counted seventy—five in one flock). They v^ere nearly 
as shy as Black Ducks and exceedingly restless, flying 
aboutV high over the meadov/s, and often scaling off over 
the "Woods, I never saw Teal hero in such numbers before 
or found them as shy anywhere. A heavy easterly storm 
has prevailed for two days. 
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Quorquedula diseors. 

Maine (Lake Unibagog). 

1873, r 

Sept.14.; A flock of five at the foot of the Rapids under tne 
elm near the Lake House. One vras shot near the Out~ 
lot on the 9th. 

1874, 

Sspt. 3.!; Flock of eight alighted in the Lake near Leonard’s 
Pond and ono v;as killed. 

A 
land. 
iJB, rsh, 
v/ar d s 

flock of eight sitting on a mud bank on Groat Is- 
One which we vTOiUided slightly flov/' off over the 

and dropped in a tiiieket 
flusliod arid shot it. 

of bushes, whore I after¬ 

pond. Shot t-iroe, one A flock of six in the first 

an a.dult male i.n fall plumage. A v/oundod one v/ent 

ashore ai-.d hid in tlie grass whore it was caught bjr my 
setter, A"tor I fed taken it from.him it slipped throu¬ 
gh my fingers a,nd took to the v/ater We pursued it in 
a boat, and h0,d groat difficulty in ca,tching it. Al¬ 
though it dove and sv/-am a few feet under './a'er v/hen hard 
pressed, it seemed to rely chiefly on dodgipg, v/hich it 
performed \7ith great skill. Occasionally it quacked 
in feeble tones. Late in the afternoon! a flock of at 
least forty of these Teal passed me as I was Ijeirtglin 
pmy boat at the mouth of Cambridge River. They swept 
along ovor the v/ater in a broad extended front, now rais¬ 
ing, now lov/ering their flight, and disappeared up ri¬ 
ver. A little later we found a third flock swimming 
close to the edge of tho mud in the river. At one mo¬ 
ment they would prosont tho appearance of a long line 
of dusky little forms gliding along close to thJ odr^e 
of ohe mud; next the lino melted out of sight as thpir 
brov/n backs blonded v/ith the shore behind; and shortly 

after would appear again, lengthening and shortening’'as 
they strung out or huddled together. As we paddled to¬ 
wards thorn they paid not tho slightest attention to us 
and v/hen v/e finally stopped, actually sv/rm tov/ards us 

tho foremost eorneing within fifteen pace®. They were 
^ feeding busily, and the dabbling of their bills in tho 
j water produced an uninterrupted smacking sound. Their 
; nocks^v/ere extended along tho surface so that it v/as dif- 
i ficult to make out their forms and they looked precisol 

like lumps of animated mud. Finally getting them v/ell 
j together I killed eleven with my two barrels. The five 
survivors alighted barely more than a gun shot 

: again paddled close to them v/hen they flew and 
at the two hindmost ones, killing both. 

away and 
T fired 
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1880-0 

i; 
Quorquedula discors. 

Maine (lake IJmbagog ). 

(Sopt.l5i|) A flocJc of at least forty feeding near the dhore of 
i| tlio upper pond ineadow, I stalked them carefully but 

might have saved myself the trouble, for 'vhen I rose to 
!: shoot they did not seem to notice mo in the least and 

I had to v^histlo to nn ke them 
though I took no pains to get 
seven with two barrels. The 

mo 
raise their heads. Al- 
then together I killed - 

alighted again 
flock almost immediately 

taking our canoe into the pond wo 
paddled up to them and .killed six more. Tho3r then flow 
do'wn river vmero 'we afterv/ards found them sitting on the 

bar. As wo approcichod they crossedt^t, huddling close 
together and v/alking very fast and gracefully for ducks. 
These Teal are very tender a!;d > X ly killed. 

16. !i A flock of four in the Outlet; very shy. 

18. Ij Six in the lower meadow pond, and the seventh, a 
; single bird, in the Sv/eat GoMo.. 
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Querquodula discors. 

Rvo Boac h, Now Hampshire. 

1871. 

(Sept,2) Three earne in early this morning but they v/ere so 
shy that no one could get within shot. One or tv/o birds 
slightly v/ounded have alighted on the oceaa this year 
after being shot in the pond. 

1872. Not seen at all this year although I stayed as late 
as August 26, 
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1875. 
Sept.35, 

Querquedula diseors. 

Shot one on Long Pond, Nantvickot. It was in com¬ 
pany with two Wood Ducks, 

186^. i 
Aug, 25. 

RvQ Beach, New Hampshire. 

A flock of about a dozen, the first. From this 
time till August 28 hhey came into the Eel Pond every 
morning. 

1870. 

Aug, 23,: Three on the Eel Pond, 

“ 27. A flock of twenty-six on the Eel Pond. They were 
Very tame. When several vrere shot the survivors still 
refused to leave the pond and more than half vrore finally 
killed. The wing-broken ones took to the shore and hid 

closely. 

1871. 

Aug, 30. A flock of nine in the Eel Pond at daylight. They 
passed they forenoon in nearlyvthe same spot tipping up 
their tails and kicking their feet in the air as they 
explored the muddy bottom. About noon they wore joined 
by five Black Ducks which fed with them for an hour or 
more. Finally they v/’ore fired into, three of the Ducks 
and one Teal being killed. The Teal after a few v^hooling 
flights alighted again but shortly afterwards left the 
pond passing out high in air to the south. An hour later 
thev returned and alighted near the shore, all burying 
their heads in their feathers and apparently going to 
sleep. During the remainder of the day they stayed in 
the pond, occasionally taking short flights but quickly 

returning to the pend-a-gainwater. On the follo'wing 
morning they v/ere still in the pond but they were Very 

shy and on the first alarm passed out to the south and 

“ 3# 

vrevQ seen no more. 

i Two alighted among my Teal d ecoys v^hen I vras absent 
from the stand. They were shy and although I pursued 
them for sometime I failed to get a shot. 

Sept, 1. Clear and cold. At daybreak found two flocks of 
Teal on the Eel Pond or rather on its bordering marsh»e 
now flooded by the overflov/ of the pond. The larger 
flock containing about twenty birds v/as fired into by a 
gunner vrho sculled an open dory to v^ithin twenty or thir¬ 
ty yards of them—and missed every bird when he shot. 
They all rose high in air and passed out to the souths 
The smaller flock, consisting of six Teal and a Suatula 
blvneata, although only a few hundred yards av/ay. did 
not fly at the report and I killed them all in three 
shots. Later in the morning another flock of four came 

into the pond. 
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1867. 
Nettion earolinensis, 

Middlesex County, Mass, 

Apg. 14. Saw three Teal whieh I took to be Green-winged on 
Concord River, Mass. The following day (Aug,15) saw 
about a dozen of the same species and shot one, which, 
however, escaped in the rank meadow grass. 

1868. 

Apr. 4. Started two from a small brook. 

Sept.12. Shot a young male. He was swimming near the margin 
of a smill pond and looked mueli larger than he really 
was. 

“ 8. Shot one that came down to my live decoy* 

Oct• 10• Saw one to-day. He lit in a ditch but rose before 
I could got within range. 

“ 19. Shot one this aftornoon. 

Shot three this morning; an adult male and ^ feSialo 
and a young bird. The pond was entirely closed with 
ice, except a small channel in whieh they wore swimming 
(Glacialis Pond). 

Nov. 4. Decoyed two almost within gunshot when they became 
alarmed at something and would come no nearer. 

Nov. 6. Shot one of two that lived on Sherman*s Pond, Wal¬ 
tham, for the past two or three wehks. They sit rather 
higher on the water than the Blue-wings and rise with 

greater ease and rapidity. Their flight is very swift 
and elegant and like most other Ducks, they always cir¬ 
cle about a place before alighting. Their notes are 
Varied: The most common is a very singular twanging souiri 
resembling the syllables-haink*; I have also heard them 
utter a loud cry just before taking wing precisely simi¬ 
lar to that produced by a domestic hen upop being sudden¬ 
ly seized. 

“ 7. The surviving comrade of the Teal shot yesterday 
was not in Sherman’s Pond this morning. 

1869. 

Apr. 10. A pair on Fresh Pond, I tried to approach them in 
a boat when they rose out of range and left the poni . 

1870. 

Sept.12. One shot on Fresh Pond, 

Oct. 4. The last wa s shot on Fresh Pond. Unusually abun¬ 
dant this year. 

1871. 
Sept, 6. 

• 
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Nottion carolinensis, 

Middlesex county, Mass. 

1871. 
Sept. 6. An immature bird shot among a flock of tame ducks 

on Fresh Pond. I was told by theil? owner that it had 
lived with them for ten days, even walking up a steep 
bank to the house where they were fed, 

1874. 
Oct, 3, Shot one which rose from a ditch in the Fresh Pond 

marshes. 

A large flock of Teal on Concord River ware probably 
of thise species. 

“ 23. A female shot in the Fresh Pond swamps by Nesbitt, 

1880. 
Oct. 29. One on Concord River, 
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1880v j 

■ Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

Sept. 8.i 
i! 

A rather rare bird here, but a fev; are killed each 
year. 

I 

I' 

1 

ij 
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187a. 
NoVo 4. 

Nettion carolinensis, 

One shot in a brakish creek on the edge of the salt 
marsh (Marston*s Mills, Mass.) . 
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Aix sponsa. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

1867. 
Oet. 26. Shot a drake in perfect plumage in one of the pond- 

holes in tho Brickyard Swamp, Cambridge. 

1868. 

Apr. 13, A female shot from a flock of seven in the Fresh 
Pond swamps. 

• 18. Shot a fine male this morning; he alighted in a 
flooded maple swamp at the foot of tho ridge bordering 
the Pine Sv;arap, and sailed over the vmter very gracefully 
every novr and then uttering a very loud oe-oek. His 
stomach contained a quantity of pure v/hite sand, and a 
hazel nut. The Wood Ducks at the Fresh Pond Hotel 
have stood the v^inter lend well, although kept in an ex¬ 
posed pen made of slats; they are nov/ quite tamo, 

“ 27, Saw a pair on a small flooded meadow; As I approach¬ 
ed they walked into a clump of trees on the edge of tho 
water v/here X shot the female. 

May 2, A male vms shot; but as its tail was worn down al¬ 
most to a stub and the plumage very imperfect I suspect 
that it had recently escaped from confinefiient, 

“5. A female was shot to-day, 

July 25. Shot a young male in the Brickyard Swamp. His 
body was v/ell feathered but his v/ings had only pin feath¬ 
ers and he was unable to fly; he must have been bred 
in the vicinity. His crop was distended by the seeds of 
various water grasses. 

Sept,19, They have been abundant here this autumn ais several 
broods were raised in the swamps. For several weeks 
past they have regularly loft the Brickyard Sv/amp in small 
flocks just as the day was dawning, and again at sunset, 
taking flights of a mile or more in a southerly direction, 
then returning and pitching down again into their fast¬ 
nesses. These consist of a number of broad ditches, 
over-grovm with bushes and joined together by narrow 
strips of v/^ater, Here they may be found at almost any 
time of the day, although they visit the larger ponds 
under cover of the darkness. While watching some Teal 
in ^^out Pond to—day I noticed a movement in the bushes, 
and a superb Wood drake sailed out closely followed by 
another drake and two females. They joined the little 
Teal which with feet kicking in the air and heads under 
water v/ere feeding on the bottom, and tho flock closing 
together began swimming along the margin of the pond, 
iThe Wood Ducks then landed and after dressing their feath 
iers and shaking their tails sideways, precisely like tan© 
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1868, 

(Sopt.l9) 

« 22. 

• 26. 

Oet. 10. 

a86Q« ^ 

Apr. 5, 

“ 6, 
“ 8. 

Oet. 7. 

1870. 

Oet, 2. 

- 21. 

Aix sponsa. 

Middlesex county, Mass. 

Ducks, launched into the water again and approached the 
place of my concealment. I got the two males together 
and killed them both at a shot; the females did not fly 
at tho report and I secured one with the other barrel. 
The drakes showed to great advantage on the water es¬ 
pecially v/hen the sunbeams, penetrating the bushes, rest¬ 
ed on their superb plumage. This flock kept up a con¬ 
tinual tvdttering almost exactly like that of a flock of 
Tree Sparrov^s but I could not tell whether it was pro¬ 
duced by the Wood Duck or the Teal, The Wood Duck when 
flying utters a loud p-clark, ,o-elark very like tho scream 
of a Guinea Hen. One flock which I started suddenly, 
honked like geese as they rose. The males can be readily 
distinguished from the females while flying provided the 
sun is shining. 

A flock of four came in to my live decoy on Fresh 
Pond just as day v/as breaking. 

A flock of three flying. They are getting scarce. 

A flock of about a dozen, evidently migrants, came 
into Fresh Pond this morning. They were readily decoy¬ 

ed by some tame ducks but only one was killed. 

Two in the swamp. 

One. 

Upwards of fifty on Concord River. The meadows 
are overflowed offering extensive feeding grounds. Dur¬ 
ing the night these Sucks visit the ploughed fields in 
great numbers, leaving the soft ground covered mth their 
foot prints; through the day they food on cranberries in 
the meadows. Several v/hich vre killed had their crops 
filled v/ith these berries. 

Abundant on Concord River; shot several. The drakcjs 
are now in perfect plumage and we saw no immature birds. 
Had a good chance to watch their habits. Ken itt thick 
grass or bushes they frequently allowed our boat to pass 
within a few yards of them v/ithout moving, and on several 
occasions vre found it impossible to start a flock which 
we had just seen alight. 

Tv/o on Sherman’s Pond, Waltham. 

Shot three on Smith’s Pond. Two which were only 
wounded made out into the pond but v^hen pursued by my dog 
dove once or tv/iee and disappeared. Melvin tells me 
that he has had them cling to the roots on the bottom long 
after life was extinct. 
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Aix sponsa. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Apr. 29. Numbers seen on Concord River by Melvin, 
. i! 

i! 

4872, 

Apr. 3. About twelve of both sexex on Concord River. 
1874, 

Sopt*30, Shot a very fine drake in the Fresh Pond swamps. 
1872. 

Apr, 3. Killed a pair on the Assabet River, Concord, at the 
hemlocks, and saw many others on Concord River, 

1874. 

Oct, 1®, On ' the Assabet River ,Concord a pair of Wood Ducks 
(the drake a superb fellovr) came rustling down the steep 
bank among some alders, and alunching out into the water 
sat motionless for a moment vrithin good gun shot of our 
boat; the next they took wing and flev/ up river, but 
within tv/o hundred yards the male alighted in the water 
and landing, scuttled up the bank into the bushes. 
When we came to the spot ho rose directly from the bushes. 

* 22, On the Trout Pond in “Fairyland", Concord, I surpri¬ 
sed a pair of Wood Ducks feeding close under the shore 
and after watching them for sometime, killed both at a 
shot. They were very playful, repeatedly chasing one 
another about, lashing the v/ater v^ith their wings. 
Their crops yrere distended with red-oak acorns, which 
produced a rattling sound audible at some distance when 
the bird was shaken. 

1876. 

Oct. 13. Reaching the Trout Pond in “Fairyland", Concord, 
just before sunset I found that little sheet of water un¬ 
usually beautiful. The rays of the setting sun glan¬ 

cing through the pines on the western side, throw por¬ 
tions of its surface into shadow lighting up others and 
strongly tinging the golden-yellow birches on the eas¬ 

tern shore. Trout were rising in all directions, some 
of the larger ones sending their rings fairly from shore 
to shore. In the woods chipmunks were “chucking" on 
all sides, and in the breathless stillness the rustle of 
every leaf stirred by their merry scampering came dis¬ 
tinctly to the ear. Suddenly overhead I heard the light 
silvery whistle of wings and the next moment a flock of 
ton Wood Ducks ceune hurdling down over the pond, I shot 
into them wounding one v^hieh alighted on the further 
extremity of the pond whore it was immediately joined by 
four others , As I was exposed to their viev/ I could do 
nothing but sit perfectly still, until, at length, they 
rose and disappeared over the v/oods. Three of the five 
were superb drakes and as they sat on the edge of the 
water preeming themselves their feathers in the last rays 
of the sinking sun, their briliant plumage was displayed 
to unusual advantage. 
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Aix sponsa. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

1876. 
Oet. 16. 

• 1 
, Started a pair from a peat hole in “Hall’s*, Concord; 
1 and shot the male, a drake in perfect plumage. 

1880. 
Oet. 29. Shot one on Concord River. 
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Aix sponsa. 

!| 

1873. 

■ 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

Aug. 12. Shot one on Cambridge River about tv/o mi-les above 

the dam. 

“ 14. Shot a young bird fully grown, but without v/ing- 

foathers, on Cambridge i\ivor. 

“ 23 Shot three on Cambridge River. I think they vnero 
all adult males, judging by the apperwarico and color of 
their bills and feot. Their plumage, ho-.'over, Y/as near- 

ly liko that of tlie young rnalo at this soason. 

1874. ! 

Sept. 15*. 

At the head of 
...e (- ' Sturtevant Pond v/e started tvm.) from he inl^t. 

As they circled past us out of range they occasionally 
twitched their hoar's violeritly, a nd once or twice nearly 
stopped in tho air, at the same time shaking ":hems elves. 

I have seoi:. this before. 

1880. 
May 18. A female flying about among the stubs evidently had 

a nest in ho vicinity, for she frequently came overhead 

shov/ing much anxiety, and reit rating her shrill: 
dark. We saw a pair in the same spot yesterday. 

“ 21. Set A-10 . Fresh—nest in hole in small live elm; 
standing in v/ater at'out tv/onty yards from shore; Iieight 
about twelve feel; Most not mo-e than fifteen inches 

below tho entrance; tho cavity descoa.ding nearly verti¬ 
cally. Wo rapped sharply on the- tree irithout starting 
the sitting bird. Upon beginiiing to climb it, hovraver, 
she eam.o out with groat haste, flow off in siloL.co and 
Y/as not again soon. The eggs wore so perfectlj'' cbVerod 
v/ith the birds dov/Ta that non one cou'l d bo seen. 

June 23. Three or four • on Ga,nbridge River above tho dam. 
A young male wliicli I killed v/as in nearly the plumage of 
the feiiale. It v;a.s shot through the head and as wo 
approachod, repoatodly loapod oi.tiroly cloar of tho v/a- 
tor (sovural foot d eop), using its feot alone. 

1881. 

May 23.', Sot B-7. Fresh. Most in hollov/ rod ’•’’aplo. Tho 
; entrance holo was a lor.g wide slit, much larger than 

Ij that of any duck’s nest that I have over previously 
i| found. It \7as not over five feot above the v/ator and as 

the hollov.' descended nestrly two feot tho bottom was v ^jry 
|l 

1 nearly doY/Tu to high water mark. The iggs v/ere laid on 
rotton v/ood but, as usual, vz-ero carefully cov-^red vzi th 
doYzn. and when 1 looked in I cou.ld onlv see one of tliom. 

|j Tho female v/as sn'imining among tho drift wood /.dthin fif- 

1 

ty yards of the spot but the eggs vzero cold. We started 
I a male about a hundred yards from his mate. Ho flovz a 
; fov/ rods aid rising rapidly alighted on a horizontal 
! branch of a birch stub where he sat for some time watch- 

ll 
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1S81. 

Aix sponsa, 

Ma ine (Lako Umbagog ). 

(Majr 23) f ing our motions. The locality was a small flo'jded 
Ij moadovY opening in from the Androscoggin River about fif- 
Ij ty yards bolov/ the mouth of the MGgallo’.T-ay. 

i! 
Juno l.ii A female with young in the first bond below the 

Lake House. This is the firs., brood of young ducks 
: seen hero tliis year. 

1882, 

Oct .8-22, One seen in Cambridge River October 10. ii 





1875. 
SGpt.25, 

Aix sponsa. 

A pair sprang from a red-margined brook the outlet 
of Long Pond,Nantucket. I shot them both. 
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1872, 

Feb. 14. 

Mar, 26, 

Pulix raarila. 

A fine adult male in the market from Cape Cod. 

About forty Scaup Ducks in the market from Cape Cod 
'vvere all of this species. 
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1869. 

Oct. 18 

* 27. 

Nov, 1, 

1870. 
Oet, 29. 

1871. 

Nov, 3. 

Doc. 5, 

1874. 
Oct. 13. 

Pulix affinis. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

A flock of four cane into Fresh Pond this morning 
three of v/hich wore shot. They came in readily to a 
live Mallard decoy, but wore rather shy of a boat. 

Two cam© into Fresh Pond this morning and were shot. 

Twok one of tvro that came into Fresh Pond this morn¬ 
ing. I sculled within long range without much diffi¬ 
culty, and after shooting one the other v/ould not leave 
the pond, although it became exceedingly shy. They 
swam rather low in the v;ater frequently lying over on 
one side pluming themselves. The only noto^that I 
hoard from either of them was a low harsh croak. They 
rose vrith rather more ease than most “sea-ducks*, and 
when fairly on wing advanced with great swiftness. 
While flying the markings on the v/ings showed with great 

distinctness. 

An adult male killed on Fresh Pond. 

Shot tvm on Fresh Pond, both typical affinis. 

R.Deane started one from the ground in the hanlock 
grove bordering Fresh Pond, 

A male on the Assabet River, Concord, feedingamong 
some rushes. Ho was very tame and we paddled within 
ten yards of him before he v/ould fly. Ho sat very low 
in the water and as ho swam kept tv/itching his tail from 
side to side with groat rapidity. His head and neck 
looked proportionately large and thick. When he rose 
he trailed his feet along the surface for a few yards 
then raised them up behind extended back under his tail. 
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lBg2, 

Jan. & 
Peb, 

Peb* 9, 

Pulix affinis. 

i 

A fow sent in at intervals from Cape Cod. 

Two fresh s pecimens in the market sent in from Cape 
Cod this morning. 
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Fulis eollaris. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

1867. 
Nov-o 26. Shot a young male in Smith’s Pond. He was swimming 

close in shore and looked nearly as large as a Black 
Duck. He dove once, remaining under water only a short 
time. 



.a««W ^x^auoO xeaeXbbiM 

anlWQliru amw s'litJwa ai mljm m’<»X • 
^•bXf « m» ©swX «fi beiooL bae •Toria ai «aaX» 

ttofie B y£0o sefaw nebttu salaimm^ ,€9ao ovab »H •^ofiG 
,9mii 



Pulix CGllaris, 

1876o ' 
Fob. 24.: Mr.Joyce tells mo that he has seen only one Now 

Pngland-shot specimen, a fine adult male which he killed 
in 1872. 
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Asthyia vallisneria 
1868, 

Middlesox County, Mass 

Oct. 24, A flock of eight Ducks which I took to be of this 
species carne into Fresh Pond this morning. I sculled 
within thirty yards of them but owing to an accident, 
did not get a shot. Two were adult males whoso chest¬ 
nut head and necks, white backs, and black tails were all 
conspicuous in the sunlight as they floated buoyantly on 
tho dark water, Deane afterwards got a shot into them 
and wounded two which dived So adroitly that he lost both. 
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Aethya vallisneria. 
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1876» 

Peb. 24,' Mr,Joyce tells mo that a few are occasionally shot 
„ in Plymouth Bay, 

il 
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Athya americana. 

1880. 
Sep t.12. 

Maine (Lake Urnbagog ). 

An adult male in v/orn breeding pl^imago shot in the 
upper pond in the meadov;-. It” v/as accompanied by an¬ 
other of the same species and both './ero sv/'imming near a 

I small company of Hooded Merganse-s. As the flock rose 
|i the Ked-heads separated from the other and ca^^e bacJ: o- 
‘i over my guide’s head. 

1882. 
Oct.8-22 Tv^o adult males v/ere shot October twenty by M.Vfalton. 

h '^7- 

: ! 
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I 
|i 

1876. 
Peb. 24. 

Aethya amerieana. 

Mr.Joyce tells me that he has sever seen this Duck 
in New Rngland. 



BOBoinerm s%dSeA. 

alriit a»»©8 neve# asri ©ri isdi ©m Blt9t ©®ijol,,nM 
•ifisXga.^ w»4 ai 

.vmx 
«d©^ 
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Bucephala islandica. 

1875. 
Nov. 21. Cory hasa yonng male in v;hieh the white lunate spot 

on the head is indicated by a faint tracery of light 
spots. 

1876. 
Apr. 11. Sa\7 two adult males at Easrpott ,Maine. 
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1868 
Bucephala americana 

Middlesex County, Mass 

Oct. 27. Near the middle of Fresh Pond I started a flock of 
those Ducks before daylight. The pond, smooth as a 
mirror, lay bathed in the silvery light of the moon, 
while the eastern sky was beginning to bo just touched 
with rose. As they left the water the mingled rush and 
flutter of their wings was distinctly audible and a few 
moments later the clear whistle of their wings came down 
through the still air as they circled over the pond, 
growing fainter each moment as they passed off towards 
the south. The effect was indeseriba bly fine. 

29. A flock of six in Fresh Pond. Too shy to afford a 
shot. 

1870.• 
Nov, 8. Shot a female on Fresh Pond, sculling to within 

long range of her in an open boat. She was shy and 
restless. 

1872. 

Apr. 9. At Concord, sww eleven near the French’s landing. 
an adult male at Egg Rock, and numbers near Ball’s Hill; 
we found it impossible to approach them in even a brushed 
boat. The noise made by their wings when flying could 
be heard a long distance. 

Six on the Assabet River, Concord, about half—a—mile 
above Egg Rock, and numbers on the meadows near Ball’s 
Hill, 

1875. 
Apr, 8. About a dozen on Concord River 
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•aiiJMltems «l«riqo»c;Q 

, ,aeo*f j^^auoO xeaalbibitf 
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l! Bucophala anericana. 

jj Maino (Lako Itebagog). 
- II 

1B72, || 
.Juno 3. ' A nest containing four of this species and one of 

I: the Hooded Merganser was found by Gideon Stone in a stub 
about fifteen foot above the water. 

1873. 

i: 
Aug„ 12. [ Shot a young bird on Ca mbridge River about tv/o 

|‘ miles above the dam. 

" 19.1 Shot a young bird about half grown near the mouth 
of Bottle Brook on the Megalloway; it was alone, and 

'i diving for food. 
ii 

1876. 

June 3. 

\\ 

187G. Ii 
j 

June 6. ‘ 

A female shot to-fiay near the Outlet would have laid 
her first egg in a few hours. 

George Hayv/ard tells me' that he took a set of fif¬ 
teen eggs on T?ay 18 last; the tiost was in a dead stub 
about twelve feet above the v/ater, the eggs i.vearly fresh. 
The female was exceedingly shy and regularly flew from 
the hole before he got within gunshot of the tree. Ho 
consid >rs this seocies one of t.ie shyest of the ducks 
vrhen sitting. 

15.! I have long known that the nests of this soocios 
often contained parasit cal eggs of other Ducks, ospecial- 

; ly of the Hooded Merganser. It now appears thattho 
whistler soinotiines returns the compliment, for Alva Cool¬ 

ie idge tolls me that while collecting for Dr.Steam’s son 
l| he took a set of thirteen Duck’s eggs, and six Whistlers. 
; A female Vfood Duck was sitting on these eggs. 

1880. . 

|j 

June 1. :i Round a nest in a natural cavity about ten feet 
Ii above the 'water in' the east side of a small ash stub. 
I; The hole descended about twelve inches. The female 
i| flev/ from the hole when we v/ere about tvventy yards avray; 
li her bill v/as wide open, but, save for the vdiistling of 

I her wings, she went off in silence. The cavity eontain- 
I od three whole eggs, from one of which a duckling \>ras 

:| trying to escape, and throe recently hatched jroung. 
1| There vras no nest, only a li tie of the birds down about 
|i the eggs and young. 
li 

Sot C-11. Hggs far advanced; nest in a natural 
cavity entering the end of a largo broken branch of al 

elm stub and descended about three feet; entrance 

twelve inches in diameter. Upon rapping at the base of 
the stub vro irjimediatoly hoard a Duck’s clav/s rattling 

against the trunk inside and presently a female v/hist- 
ler appeared at t^'.e entrar-ce ai.-d immediately took wing 
croaking like the Hooded Merganser as . she v/ent off. 
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1880. 

Bucephala arnericana. 

Mairio (Lako Unbagog ). 

(June 1) The cavity contained eleven eggs and one Hooded Mergan¬ 
ser’s, all laid on the rotton \7ood at the bottom v/ith a 
very little of the birds down; height twenty "e(&t. 

« 17. A female v/ith brood of young at least three v/eoks 
old, near the mouth of Cambridge i'iver; the little fol¬ 
lows ran on the surface like Sheldrake, then separated 
and drove so adroitly that v/o could not catch one of them. 

1881. 

May 20. Sot E-8. Inc’^bated three or four days. Nest in 
elm stub standing in the \/ator near the Outlet; hole a 
natural one v/here a limb had rotted out; it entered on 
the side of the tree and descended about five feet. The 
eggs were laid on tlie rotton wood, and, as usual, v/ore 
completely hurried in down. The female flov/ rfrom the 
hole when v/e v/ore fifty yards av/ay although v/e were mak¬ 
ing but little lioise. 

t( U 

1882. 
Oct.8-22 

Set F-7. Inculja tod tl-roo or four days. Nest 
in liole in live red maple v/hicii stood in t/io water within 
fifty yards of the nest just described. The hole was 
sililar in c iaraetor and descended about fo'ir feot. 
Some of the Duck’s down clung to the wood about the on- 
trai-.: e which was worn very smooth. Eggs so completely 
buried iii do /n that not one v/as visible v/han ve looked 
in on t]u3 ;,3st. The bird sat closer thaii the last but 
came out v/;ion v/o struck the tree. She started to fly 
V ;ry clumsily descending nearly to the v/ater. The ori- 
trartce hole v/as aeout ton feet above the water, on the 
v/est sido of the tree; so far as I have observed the 
Whistler is the only Duck v/Iiich v/ill come out of its 
nest before the climber begins to ascent the tree. 

Common; towards the close of out stay thoj/ percepti¬ 
bly increased in numbers. Very shy. 
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1872. 
Mar. 27. 

1876. 
Apr. 18. 

Bucephala americana. 

Examinod about a hundred v/histlor from the Quebec 
rapids, Cai.ada, At least 90 per cent of them were adult 
males, some, hov/ever, shov/ing traces of brovm in the 
green of the head. The remaining ten percent wore most 
ly immature males, there being only tv/o females in the 
entire lo%. There was not a single M.islandica among 
them. 

fly 
Rather numerous hero. They higher above the sea 

than any other folw hero and may be easily distinguished 
by their conspicuously largo heads and rapid vang beats. 
(Pt.Lopreaux.N.B.). 
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1867. 

Nov, 27, 

1868, 

Oct, 20. 

• 24. 

1869 
Oet. 21. 

1870. 
Nov, 3, 

Bucephala albeola. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Sav^ one (the same) probably, as that seen on the 
23d) on Spy Pond and was told that it had been there for 
a number of days. It floated lightly on the water and 

would sv/im for some distance vathout diving, then stop, 
and disappear with the quickness of thought, remaining 
under for a remarkably long time. It would continue 
diving in nearly the same place till its appetite was 
satisfied, and then float about idly for a long time, 
cleansing and arranging its plumage. When fired at 
from “out of range* it swam quickly off without diving. 
On being pursued in a boat it would dive several times, 
and then, although the water was almost perfectly smooth, 
nothing could bo seen of it for perhaps fifteen or tv/enty 
minutes, when it wuld appear, perhaps sitting unconcerned¬ 
ly on the v/’ater in nearly the same place in which it 

went dovm, or else in some different part of the pond. 
Once I cornered it in a narrow-mouthed cove but it dove 
and soon reappeared in the centre of the pond. 

Shot a young male on Fresh Pond. 

Several on Fresh Pond. 

Five shot on Fresh Pond. They were tame and easily 
approached in an open boat. 

Shot one on Fresh Pond, the only specimen seen there 
this autumn. 
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Bucophala albeola. 

20T 

1880. i' 
ij Maine (Lake Uinba;;;og ) . 

May Krs.Bartlott has an adult fon.alo shot on Lalco Umba- 
gog this month. 

June 1.;: Savr a fine adult male near Peas lee’s Brook this riorr- 
i ing, and a female in the sa"e place late in the after¬ 

noon. The latter v/-as feeding in the grass at tiio -./a- 
I ter’s edge and was very tame, allo\7ing us to get v/ithin 
t; close gun'rai-.ge. Captain Peaslee tells me that ho las 
ii seen the pair several times lately. I also saw another 
'■ adult male on the Hagallo’./ay this P'orning. 
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1872. 
Jan,Feb, 

Buckphala albesla. 

A few specimens, most of them males in adult plumage, 
sent inton Boston Market from Gape God. 

M 
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I Histrionieus torquatus. 
* '! 

1876* ' 

Peb, 24, Mr.Joycr tells me that some three years ago his 
dog, a traifced “toler”, drew in a flock of about twenty 
Harlequin Ducks at Ducksburry. It was Sunday and he had 
no gun but they swam to within a fev^ yodss of him and 
as there vrere several fine drakes among - them ho fools 
sure of his identification, 

Apr, 2. Received a fine adult male from St,John, New Bruns¬ 
wick. Its flesh vras dark like that of a Scoter; the 
neck turned over the head with some difficulty; it 
evidently would not have bred for a long time, 

“18. A pair seen by Thomas early this mor ing diving 
close to the rocks; they soon left (Point Loproaux,N,B.). 

1881. 

Jan. - The stomach of an adult male send me by Manly Hardy, 
contained two large Snail shells in which Wore the bo¬ 
dies of the snales themselves, deadbut quite fresh. 
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1870. 
Harelda glacialis. 

Middlesex County, Mass, 

Nov, 5, Two came into Fresh Pond this morning in company 
with eight Rudy Ducks, They wore very tame one alight¬ 
ing v/ithin shot of my boat by the side of a duck that 
had gust been killed, v/hile I sculled within shot of the 

W/. 
other v/ithout any difficulty. 

Oe t, 24, 
n 

A flock of seven adults^came into Fresh Pond this 
morning but did not alight. 

1875. 
Nov. 8. A female killed on Fresh Pond this morning by Fra- 

zar. 

f 
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Harelda glaeialis. 

1876. 

Apr. 12. 

They float very deep and v/hen swimming carry their 
bills only an or tv;o above the surface. Point Lepr0aux9N.t3 
B. ). 

Thomas killed one in nearly full breeding plumage 
the only one in that condition in a largo ntimber seen 
to-day. 

cr tt Numbers at Pt.Lepreaux,N.B. 

“ 13. A heavy flight to-day at Point Lepreaux,N.B. 

“ 14. Many in changing plumage and several fine drakes 
in the black summer plumage (Point LepreauXjN.B.). 

* 15. Shot a drake in winter plumage (Point Lepreaux^N.B.) 

a Jt Their flight is peculiar and at a ■dis-ta.feceonce 
distinguishes them from any other Duck. It is some- 
vrhat erratic, and accompanied by a certain “dip” to the 
vrings ; sometimes the wings seemed to be moved indepen¬ 
dently of one another (Point Lepreaux,N.B.). 

“ 16. Two old drakes in winter plumage svarming close in 
under the shore. They are ex coedingly graceful birds 
on the water, moving about with great ease and carrying 
their lo ng tails rather high. Like the Coots they al¬ 
ways open their wings when they dive, and make an irre¬ 
gular splash as they disappear. The Loons and Shel¬ 
drake dive very differently and much more gracefully, 
leaping almost clear of the water, and cleaving its sur¬ 
face so skillfully,as to leave only a faint ring behind. 
(Point Lepreaux , N.B.). 

tt t€ They invariably skim close to the surface of the 
v/ater and their erratic flight reminds me somevrhat of a 

1 Petrel’s (Point Lepreaux,N.R.). 

1881. 

Jan. 3. Several large flocks in SvYampscott Harbor. I was 
struck by the resemblance, while flying, to the Passenger 
Pigeon. 

Mar. 19, A few at Marblehead riding the v/aves Just outside 
the breakers. 
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Somateria dressori, 

Near Boon Isla,nd, Isles of Shoals, seven Eiders 
(three males and four females), passed the steamer; 
the coloring of the drakes is very conspicuous. 

Numerous at Point Leproaux,N.B. 

Two or three large flocks passed, one coritaining at 
least seventy-five birds. They flev/ close to the water 
and usually in a long parallel line, like the front rank 
of a regiment of soldiers presenting a most beautiful 
ep pearance, the drakes appearing almost entirely white 
(Point LepreauXjN.B. ), 

Tv/’o or throe large flocks passed to-day (Point 
Leproaux,N,B,). 

Several large flocks passed (Point Lepreaux,N.B,). 

Their flight is heavy and invariably close to the 
surface of the v/ater; they flap their v/ings s lov/er than 
the Coots but not as slowly as the Brant (Boint Lepreaux, 
N.B. 

A fine adult male (Chatham, Wass.). 

A flock of eight Ain a large bod of Coots, 
al of them vrere fine Drakes (Chatham, Mass.), 
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1876. 
Juljr 21. 

Somaterla spoctabilis. 

Savr four or five at Willey*s Portland, all taken 
near that city last v/inter. 
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Aodomia americana. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

An adult male came into Fresh Pond this morning. 
At first when pursued by a boat he would rise and flying 
low over the surface of the water would alight again at 
soma distance. At length receiving a \7ound in the v/ing 
he took to diving, swimming long distances under water, 
and exposing only a portion of his head when he came to 
the surface. He was killed the following day. 

\ 
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Oediomia arraricana. 
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1882 
j: Maine (Lake Umbagog ), 
li 

0ct.8-22|l Many large flocks alighted in the Lake during the 

' ' first na,lf of October. A flock of over a hundred i^as 

observed October 3 vhien niiribors \Yore killed (see card). 

# ' * 





Oedomia arnericana. 

1872o 
Jan.S Peb. Abundant in Boston 

in mass. 

1876. 

market from various localities 

Apr. 12. A large flock near Point Lopreaux^N. . I shot down 
one which immediate ly dove and was not seen again. 

“ 13. At Point Lapreux^N.B. they were flying all day in 
multitudes and the water in all diroetions vms covered 
with great beds of them. 

A heavy flight during the morning {Pt.Lapreaux,N.B.) 

“ Spent much time to-day vmtching them through a pow¬ 
erful telescope; they are decidedly the most active and 
lively of the Water-fowl here. They have a frequent 
habit of rushing around on thesurface of the \7ater, ap¬ 
parently walking on the tips o^ their toes v4th their 

bodies perpendicular, uttering incessantly the v/hile, a 
Very loud and curious note. This steals in over the 
sea from all directions and may bn often heard vdien the 
flock producing it is too fa r off to be seen. It has 
a peculiarly plaintive mejancholy sound; especially aa- 
v/hen it is heard as it vms last night long after darkness 
has set in (as late as 10 P.M.). This, as well as the 
other Coots, is an exceedingly graceful bird on the water 
It St etches up its neck much highO'- than the Old Squaw. 
(Point Lepreaux,N.B.). 

15, A flock of five flying past the point, uttering a 
peculiar low mur muring (Point Lepreaux,N.B.). 

“ A heavy but intermittant flight all day, few alight¬ 
ing on the water. Thomas tells me this is always the 
case when they are flying steadily. The present spe¬ 
cies is still much more numerously represented here than 
either of the other two. (Pt.Lepreaux,N.B.). 

15« To-day for the first time, this species was much 
outnumbered by the Surf Scoter. It is a less graceful 
bird on the water carrying its neeh and head more stifly 
and at times strikingly resembling its fresh-water namo- 
safae Fulifca americana. It frequently elevates its tail 
almost vertically. When diving the whole flock dis¬ 
appears almost simultaneously. When migrating they al¬ 
ways pass close over the water their long lines following 
the undulations of the waves (Point Lepreaux,N.3.), 

a Only a few seen to-day; the greater number have evi¬ 
dently passed, while the migration of Surf Scoters is 
now at its height, and that of the velvet Scoter just 
beginning. (Pt.Leproaux,N.B.). 

28 
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Oodemia amoricana 

1876^ 

(Apr.18) 

May 16, 

, Their tenacity of life is simply extraordinaryJ a 
male shot down from a passing flock at once began to 
dive. Approaching v/ithin good range I gave him a number 
3 shot which which knocked him over on his back v/here ho 
lay kicking his foot in the air for a moment, then right¬ 
ing, svram a few yards, calling loudly, and dove again 
passing a long distance under vrater. This vms actually 
repeated three times before the bird could bo caught, each 
each shock knocking him fairly o over on his back.(Pt. 

ii L0proaux,N,B, ), 

Fully as numerous as any of the allied species in an 
immense bod of Soots opposite the Lighthouse on Monomoy 
Island (Chatham,Mass.). 

There must have boon thousands collected here; 
they were strung along the shore just outside the surf 
for over half a mile, and flocks were continually coming 
and going. As we approached in a sail-boat nearly all 
rose together and the air seemed fairly full of them. 
As they v/’ent off they separated into bunches and after a 
few minutes began to return, when in a surprisingly short 
time another large bed would be formed. I did not hoar 
one of them utter a sound (Chatham,Mass.), 
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Molanetta volvetina 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

1868. 
Oct. 1. Three in Fresh Pond this morning in a large flock 

of Rudy Ducks. 

1860. 
Oct. 11. A young bird exhausted, but apparently unhurt, 

caught in the cornfield ah Concord; we had a heavy 
easterly storm last night. 

1870. 
Oct. 23. One shot on Fresh Pond. 

1871. 
Oct. 13. Shot two on Fresh Pond, both yonng birds. 
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Melanotta velvotina. 

Maine (Lake Wnbagosj). 

While rov/ing dovni the Lake v/e discovered three of 
these Ducks s'viriming ''.yoII out from shore, nearly opposite 

j Black Island Cove. We got within about one hundred 
. yards of them Y;-hen they rose and fle'v up the Lake. One 
! w^s, a fine Drake,- the other two females. We could dis- 
I tinctly see the v/hite spot on the head oftho male and 
I the whits secondaries of all three gleamed in the sun as 

they flew past the overgroon-clad shores. 

A fine adult male swimming in the Lake off Great 
Island; the wind east arwl the Lake very roiigh. He 
was shy rising before we could get within gun-shot. 

ii 
I! 





Melanetta valvetina. 

2 

1872. 

Han,« Peb. Large nupibers in Boston Market from Cape Cod, most- 
ly i.mmatnre birds. 

1875. 

Sept,22. A flock passing high over Smith’s Point, Nantucket, 

“ 29. A small flock passing over Coatue Point flying lov^ 
dovm, (Nantucket). 

1876, 

Apr. 13. A fev^ scattering individuals. (Point Leproaux,N.B.) 

“ 15. A few single birds passing, all keeping apart from 
the other Coots, (Point Lepreaux, N.B.), 

“ 18. Flying this morning in fair numbers, almost invaria¬ 
bly apart from the other species, occasionally in company 
v^ith Surf Scoters, very rarely v^ith Oe.americana. (Point 
Lepreaux,N.B,). 

CO
 

• At least half of the Coots migrating this morning 
wore of this species. I hoard its note to-flay for the 
first time; it is a hoarse hae-hac-hac-bac- very like 
the cry of the Surf Scoter but a little higher in tone. 
Point Lepreaux,N.B,), 

« 21. A flock off Thatcher’s Island,Mass, 

May 6, Several flocks (Chatham,Mass. ). 

“ 16. In am immense bod of Coots congregated just outside 
the surf off Chatham,Mass., this species was equally as 
fully as numerously represented as either the American 
or Surf Scoters (See obs. under Oodemia americana). 

“ 17. A flock of about one hundred was passing high over 
head towards the north v/hen my companion (Mr,Brown) sud¬ 
denly gave a loud yell. Instantly the whole flock came 
pitching dovm headlong, each bird acting precisely as if 
it nad been shot; as the descended their set wings pro¬ 
duced a rushing sound like wind roaring through pines. 
They all came to within a few feet of the water and then 

1881. 

resumed their journey. We tried this experiment on sev¬ 
eral other flocks and it invariably proved successful. 
(Chatham,Mass.), 

Jan.3. Saw one in Swampscott Harbor. 
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Pelionetta perspicillata. 

Middlesex county, Mass. 

1868. 
Oct. 13, A single young bird shot in Prosh Pond this morning; 

the weather of late has been clear and cold. 

1870. 
Oct. 17.; Shot one on Presh Pond. As 1 sculled up to it, 

it sat v/ith its head buried in its feathers apparently 
asleep, although it v/as broad daylight at the time. 

1 

1880. ' 
Oct. 20. 

i 

A flock of eight on Concord River near Ball’s Hill. 
I shot three including an adult male and female, the for¬ 
mer the only adult male in the flock. They were very 
tame, allowing me to paddle v/ithin good shot of them but, 
as usual, exceedingly tough and hard to kill. The body 
of the female was encased in fat of a deep orange color. 
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Polionetta perspicillata. 
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Maine (Lake Unbagog). 

1874. 
S 3p t i 1 '7 . Saw a flock of fifteen in the -middlo of the Lake. 

A heavy north-east storm gathering. 

1882. 
Oct.8-23 On October 11 five were shot from a flock of seven 

by George Hayward (I saw the birds). Both this and the 
preceding species are regular fall migrants. 
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1872. 

Polionetta perspicillata: 

Pan,& Feb. ^mong hundreds of “Coots” in Boston Market from 

1875. 
Get, 2. 

the coast of Mass., I have been unable to find a single 
specimen of this-species. 

A large flock flying high in air above Wood’s Holl 
v/as composed entirely of adult males of this species. 

1876. 

Apr, 13, Among the multitudes of O.americana, oassint? Point 
Lepreaux to-day this species occurred in the proportion 
to one to four of the forper, (Point Lepreaux,N.B.), 

“ 14. While watching a flock to-day through a pov/’erful 
telescope I distinctly sav; several dringing sea water, 
elevating the bill in pt each sv/allov/ in precisely the 
manner of a hen. (Point Lepreaux,N.B. 

“ 15. Numbers migrating in company vath the much more 
numerous O.americana. (Point Lenreaux, N.B.K 

“ 16. An extraordinary flight of Coots this afternoon, 
beginning about 2 P.M. and lasting till dark, the ma¬ 
jority being of this species. Thousands upon thousands 
v^ere continually passing, stringing out in long lines, 
clustered together in masses, and indeed marshaled in 
almost every conceivable form, all streaming along shore 
to the eastvfard. In a cove vrest of the Point at least 
two-hundred v/'ere collected nin a bed o-f. on the \7ater. 
I watched them for a long time through a pov/erful tele¬ 
scope; v/ith the exception of a. single pair of O.america 
na all were of this species, the males very beautiful 
in their full breeding plumage. Again I distinctly saw 
them drink salt v/ater, elevating the bill almost Verti¬ 
cally at each sip. The peculiar murmuring note seems 
to be uttered by this species as well as the Common Sco¬ 
ter for it came incessantly from this flock. I noticed 
that these Coots alv^'ays opened their wings when they 
dove which they did with an irregular splash. They are 
much more graceful than either of the other species 
when swimming. (Point Lepreaux,N.B.), 

“ 17. A steady flight during the forenoon. Shot sever¬ 
al, The male is a beautiful bird when freshly killed, 
its bill variagated v/-ith vivid blood red shading into 
carmine, white, and a large blotch of glossy black; 
the feet are very deep carmine and black. These birds 
are genonally shy of a boat but a flock vrill occasionally 
come within a long range. They are extremely tenacious 
of life and v/e heard the shot strike many that did not 
fall. Others dropped their feet at the report and 
leaving the flock settled on the water, but v/'hen ap¬ 
proached they usually dove so persistently that we 
rarely secured them. (Point Lepreaux,N.B.). 
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1876. 

(Apr.18) 

“ 18. 

« 19. 

May 16, 

Pelionetta perspicillata. 

I ropeat'xlly heard this species utter a short que^ 
■an®., .auae v^hen flying. The flight of all threespecios 
of Coots is identical. Any of them will easily over¬ 
take and pass the Brant, quickly leaving the latter far 
behind, A flock presents a very pretty appearance as 
it approaches swiftly over the sea, at times flying so 
lov^ it is lost to view behind each swell (Point Lepreaux, 
N,3. ). 

A very heavy flight beginning at sunrise and ceasing 
ay 1 P,M, Most of the flocks containing a fev; Me lane t- 
ta velvetina. (Point Lepreaux,N,B,), 

About half of the numerous Coots that passed to-day 
v/ere of this species, most of the remainder Iveing Vel¬ 
vet Scoters, We savr one immense flock on the water, 
at least five humdped floating in clusters with scatter¬ 
ing ones betv,reen, the v/hole covering an acre or more of 
surface, A flock of these Ducks approaching sv/iftly 
over the sea presents a very beautiful sight, the heads 
of the males appearing snow white. The discrepancy in 
in the sexes aiTiong this and the other two species of 
Coots here is remarkable; flocks of twenty or more are 
frequently composed entirely of males and it is rare to 
see more than two or throe females in the largest 
flock. Possibly the females migrate later than the 
males, but this cannot be true of the Common Scoter, for 
its migration is almost ait an end. To-day ten of 
those Ducks strung out in a long line passed v/ithin long 
range; I aimed about twelve foot ahead of the loader and 
wounded the last but one in the file. It flew some dis¬ 
tance then dropped in the v/ater, when the others came 
back and alighted with it. As we approached all flew 
except a male, evidently the mate of the wounded female. 
The latter at length dove and, although the v/ater vras as 
smooth as glass, v/e did not see it again. Where it went 
to IS a mystery, for those birds, so far as I have ob¬ 
served, never swim with only the bill above vra,ter as it 
the habit of some of the fresh-nter Ducks vrhen wounded. 
(Point Leproaux,N.B,), 

Rather less numerous than either of the allied spe¬ 
cies in a bed of sev oral thousands Coots congregated just 
outside the surf at Chatham, Mass, (See Obs,under Oedo- 
mia americanal, 
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Erismatura rubida. 

1867. 
Oct. 16.$ 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Shot a young bii^d in a small pond-hole encircled 
by button bushes in the Brickyard Swamp, Cambridge. 
He dove at the first shot and raising only the top of 
his head above wate;r watched mo while I reloaded. 

1868. 

Sept.30. Just as the day was breaking a flock of at least 
thirty of these birds came into Fresh Pond and, after 
circling around it several times, I was obliged to pull 
on to them without the slightest caution in order to got 
the first shot. After discharging both barrels at tham 
as only two or three birds flew I supposed that the re¬ 
mainder must be all wounded and pulled into the midst of 
them when I soon discovered my mistake for they began 
to scatter in all directions although many allowed me to 
get within ten feet before leaving the water. We killed 
the greater part of this flock before the survivors would 
leave the pond. I noticed only one old bird in the 
whole number. 

Oct. 1, 

13. 

14. 

19. 

23. 

26. 

28. 

27. 

Shot several out of a largo flock that came into 
Fresh Pond. 

Two young birds hsot on Fresh Pond this morningj 
the last few nights have been cold which probably star¬ 
ted them along. 

Two shot on Fresh Pond this morning. 

30. 

Nov. 7. 

i 1 

Shot from a flock'^that came into Fresh Pond 
this morning. They were very shy but as they would not 
leave the pond most of them were killed. 

Numbers on Fresh Pond, but they were so shy that it 
v/as impossible to get within shot of them. 

Three on Fresh Pond. 

Chased a flock of five about Fresh Pond all the - 
afternoon. Tfhey were so shy that I shot only two of 
them, although they could not be forced to leave the pond. 

Shot one on Fresh Pond this morning just as it was 
getting light. ^ I was attracted to him by his loud-harsh 

which entirely different from the “quack* of -- 
the Black Duck or the cry of any other species with which 
I am acquainted. 

One hhot on Fresh Pond. 

Shot one this monning on Sherman’s Pond, Waltham. 
The pair to v^hich this bird belongs have lived on this 
pond nearly all the autumn. For an hour or tWo in the 
morning they fed near the shore, diving where the water 
was about six fe^t deep, but during the greater part of 
the day remained in the middle sitting close together, 
and not changing their position for hours at a time. 

I'i 

i'.m 

ih I 
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1868. 

1869. 

Get. 9. 

“ 14. |; 

“ 19. 

Erisraatura rubida 

Middlesex County, Mass 

Saw two on Smith’s Pond, Arlington. 

Shot an adult male to-day, the last of the season. 

Saw to-day, on Fresh Pond, swimming in an opening 
in the iee a small Duck, which as far as I could make 
oiit through my glass, was a young bird of this species. 

Observations! The Rudy Ducks have been veryabun— 
dant on Fresh Pond this autumn but scarce on Spy 
and Smith’s Ponds where they usually shoot large 
numbers of them. In the first part of the season 
they v/ere tame and unsuspicious, but those that came 
later wore shy. When a flock comes into the pond, 
if they are fired at from a distance and missed, 
they generally leave at once, but if one or more 
are killed the survivors remain in the pond during 
the remainder of the day. They rise with difficul¬ 
ty, ov/ing to the small size of their wings, but 
when fairly underway fly with wonderful swiftness, 
skimming along close to the surface of the water and 
seldom circling before alighting as many Ducks are 
wont to do, although when very shy I have occasion¬ 
ally seen them circle about high in the air for 
sometime, and afterwards descend to the water again. 
When they strike the water they close their wings 
and the weight of their heavy bodies causes them to 
shoot over the surface for several yards. They sit 
rather low on the water and swim with extreme rapid¬ 
ity, indded it is very hard to overtake them unless 
you have a light boat. 

When feeding, if two or three are together, 
one v/ill remain on the surface a few moments after 
the other has disappeared, in order to make sure 
that all is right, and then, lowering his head, he 
disappears with the quickness of thought. Upon 
shooting one that had Just come up from one of those 
dives I have frequently found its bill full of a 
species of fresh water shripm, about an inch and a 
half long, and of a bright scarlet color. They 
very seldom take to diving when pursued in a boat ur^- 
less they are wounded, although when a flock is 
scattered or when a single bird is hard pressed they 
will try diving. In a short time they will become 
very expert at it, showing only a small portion of 
the head above the surface. 

shot on Fresh Pond this morning. 

Saw a flock of about a dozen on Fresh Pond, 

on Fresh Pond this morning. 

!» 
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1870, 
Erismatura rubsAa* 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Oct, 4. A single bird taken on Fresh Pond. Easterly storm 
yesterday. 

N«v, 15.' Shot the last to-day. They have been rather scarce 
on Fresh Pond this autumn. Ve y few were seen in Oc¬ 
tober although we had much frosty weather, but November 
2d, 3, 4, and 5, there wore shot respectively each morn¬ 
ing eight, tvro, one and eight. The weather was not so 
cold as some v/e have had and there v/as no apparent cause 

1 .■ for this flight. They seemed much tamer than usual 
•this autumn and not a single bird that alighted on Fresh 
Pond escaped. On one occasion I headd one utter a 
noise like the squeaking of a rusty hinge. In diving 
they made use of their wings as well as their feet, as I 
proved by watching a wounded bird. They bleed very 
very freely when wounded. 

Dec. 28. Several dozens in Boston Market said to have been 
shot on Gape Cod a few days since. 

1871* 

Oct. 21. A single bird v/as taken on Fresh Pond. Saw them 
in the market from the western part of the state as ear¬ 
ly as October 1. 

23. Six wore shot on Fresh Pond, the last; have been 
usually scarce this fall. 

1881. 

Oct. 13. Shot a young male on Concord River. Ho was float¬ 
ing near the middle of the stream and v/as very tame. 
Skin entirely free from fat; flesh very tender, dark 
red in color, and having a strong musky odor. 

“ 27. Lamb killed twelve in a single morning on Fresh 
Pond lately. 
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' Maine (Lake Urnbagog ). 

1879. ’ 
ay 25. 

1 

i 

Mrs.Bartlett shoY/-ed no a specimen which she said v/as 
; killed on the Lake last autumn. 

1880. ; 
ay 23. Mr.V/ormoll tells no that his party once found a 

flock of eight < n Lake Urnbagog. 

1882. i One shot by George Hayv/ard October 17. I sav/ the 
. bird next day. Tv/o were also shot by the V/altpn party 
. about tiie 20th and one by G. F. Batchelder October 
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Mergus americanus. 

Middlosox County, Mass. 

A flock of about thirty cams into Fresh Pond about 
sunrise, alighting near the middle. Two that had boon 
feeding near shore swam out and brought the staangers 
back with them. The flock scattered over a considera¬ 
ble space along the rocky shore near the Tudor boat-house, 
some taking to the land to preem their plumage, others 
half-swimming hafl-v/'ading in the shallow vmter, many di¬ 
ving for fish, and a few well out in the pond cruising 
about with heads erect on the lookout for danger, 

I crept up behind the boat-house and waiting a mo¬ 
ment until three birds came together, fired, killing two 
and wounding the third. 

Yfhen the first alighted in the pond they struck the 
water in a long line their heavy bodies sending the spray 
several feet into the air. At my shot they immediately 
flew, splashing along the surface for several yards be¬ 
fore they got fairly clear of it. 

3.868. 

Dee, 8, An adult male and a female or young on Fresh Pond, 

1869. 

Apr, 8. Several in adult plumage on Concord River, 

1871. 

Mar* 23, Abundant on Concord River, By covering our boat 
with pine bows we easily paddled within shot. One which 
I killed had just swallowed tyro pickerel, one of which 

■ !i weighed about one ^juarter of a pound. The stomachs of 
others were filled with fish bones. 

1872, 

Jan.A Feb. A few seen in Boston market. 

Mar. 3o» A flock fishing in the river at Concord, 

Apr, 3, Three on Concord River in ccffnpany with two Black 
Ducks; wo tried to approach them in a brushed boat when 
the Black Ducks gave the alarm. 

* Several flocks on the flooded meadows of Concord 
River, Paddled within gun-shot of tvro flocks by brush¬ 
ing our boat, and killed five specimens. These Shel¬ 
drake v/ere feeding on the flooded meadows where the water 
was about two feet deep; those killed contained fish 
several inches long, mostly shiners. Their notes were a 
harsh croak, and a long rolling guttural cry. The lat¬ 
ter-, I think uttered only by the males, could be heard 
at an extraordinary distance. They did not seem to be 
paired. The males were in excess of the females. 
They were very shy rising a quarter of a mile ahead if 
the exposed side of our boat tmrned towards them. 
We noticed that when part of the flock wore alarmed at 
anything, and took wing, the remainder did not start or 
show even-much suspicion unless the object was visible to 
them also. 

1867. 
^ciU, OQ, 
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1873. Ij 
|i Maine (Lake IJrrbagog ). 

Aug. 1. ; Five young birds abouit half grovm v/e re shot in the 
ij Tyler Co Vo. 

Sept.18.j George Hayv/ard, one of the trapprs, tells ms that 
Sheldrake regularly winter here in snail numbers, fishin;- 
rapids v/-here the v/ater does not freeze. 

1876. 
Juno 8. 

II 

A pair flying about the stubs near the mouth of Ra¬ 
pid ''liver. 

1879. 

Juno 6. George Hayward tells me that this species sits very 
closely. He once sav/ a female enter a hole in a tall 
dead stub. As the tree could t^ot be safely climbed ho 
cut it dovm. The incessant blows of the axe did not 

, start ibhe bird and it was not until the stub came crash¬ 
ing dovm that she came out. She v/as in 3d me way injured 
by the fall and he caught her. 

" 15.' Sheldrake, Alva Coolidge tells me that he has found 
i! the eggs of this Duck in a cavity \7hich descends teti !’oot 
'I from the entrance hole. 

1880. ji 
May. 20, !j 

Sept. 16. ' 

A beautiful adult male flying over B Meadows. 

A large flock in the Androscoggin near Leonard’s 
Pond, splashing abovit in the v/ater apd clias ing one ar.cth— 
er. T'y guide drove them past me. They came very swif - 

IMi before the norM\ —v7ost v/ind, I dropped t''.,''o, 
one of which dove and did not again appear; the o tlier 
started dovm river for the Lake, running on the suffaco 
as they do 'vlicn moulting, and going at a tremendous pace; 
it 'vas absolutely useless to c'lase him. 

1881. 

May 19. An adult male given me in the flesh, Irides da,rk 

jj hut redish—naae 1, bill bla.ck s,long the ridge of culmen 
li dull red on its sides; tarsi a-j d toes dull coral-rod; ’ 
:i webs brovmish-orange; breast and under-parts beautiful 

rich salmon when freshly killed, fading rapidly after— 
|; v/aras. Alva tells mo that the plumage of tlie male 
'i Sheldrake fades as soon as the eggs are laid; ho does 

not consider the proserit sp''cimen lAoarly as ha,nds. rne as 
; they are early in the season. 

A-11. Nest in hollow pine stub standing in 
i the water. The hole descended about ten feet and the 
, Qggs, lying on totton vrood, were surrounded by the usual 
;| down._ A now dam at the Outlet has brought the water 

' of this Lake about three inches above its highest pre- 
:| vious level. The bird apparently did not calculate on 
|l this, for the nest v/as flooded ax\d tlie eggs just covered 

v/ith water; she was sitting on them, hovxe ver, and the 
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1881 
Mergus amaricanus. 
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Maine (Lake Urr>bagog). 

(May 19 ) II 
I 

1: 

il 

vrator was \mrm. This nest had evidently been occupied 
in former years, for someone had chopped a hole in the 
side of the stub on a level vrith it and pinned a chip 
over the opening. By removing this cliip rny guide look¬ 
ed directly in on the bird,. She made a low grovel¬ 
ing noise but refused to move till he poked her, when 
she scrambled up the iiollov/ trunk and flew from the open 

top. Ho shot her but she was so 'wet and draggled that 
he did not bring her in. He says her breast was bare 
in places and ner plunage much worn. The o was a pro¬ 
jecting knot in the stub about half way up which so nar- 
rov/ed oho passage that the bird coiild hardly squeeze bv 
and this knot was covero.d v/ith her feathers. The eggs 
all contained small embryos; they had roma’kably thin 
shells for eggs of such largo si^e much thinner than ;i 
■those of eithert.the Whistler or Hooded Merganser. This 
nest 'was at the head of the Narrows on Richardson Lake. 

1882. 

Oct.8-22 .|| Hundreds around every rocky cove in the Lake, 
j! wards the close of my stay they were more abundant 
il any other Duck. 

than 

|i 

1 

!l 

1883 
Oet.19 Saw about forty on the Lake. 
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Mergus amoricanus 

1870. 
Sopt. 6. A flock of olovon on Moxi© pond, the young barely 

able to fly; v,re wore told that they bred hero every 
year.(Porks of the Kennebec, Maine), 
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Morgns serrator. 

Middlesex County, Mass, 

1866. 
Dec, 29, Saw an adult male on Frosh Pond, I got very near 

it and saw it distinctly. It was alove swimming close 
in shore under the hemlock hill, I shot at it^when it 
dove, afterwards rising and flying out. 
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Mergus sorrator. 

Maine (Le.ko Umbagog ). 

1872. : 

jJune 9.1 Saw a pair of Sheldrakes or. B Meadows which I was 
1 very sure wore of tliis species. They are said to breed 

here. 

1881. I 

May 23.: Tv/o female Sheldrake flying together passed near 
1 onr boat off the Outlet. They look, ed small, and Al- 
■; va Coolidge insists that they, were not Gooseanders. 

I think they may have boon this species. 

1883. !' 

Oct. 19.: Shot a single bird, a young male, near the mout’' of 

Blac.k Island Gove, Irides brov/nish-jrollow, deepianing 
^ in tint towards the pupils. Pat but tender ad easily 

skinned. 

i| 
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Mergus serrator. 

1872. 
«13> ri 2 . A female bought in Boston market has blotches of 

black coming about the head and neck. 

1875. 
Nov. 22, A fev/^ at the mouth of Ipsv/ich river. 

1876. 

Apr. 13, Passing all day in flocks containing rareljr over 
twenty individuals. They string out more than most oth¬ 
er sea fowl and also fly much higher above the surface of 
the ocean (Point Lepreaux^N.B.), 

« « Several immense flocks passed to-day (Pt.LoproauxvN, 
B.). 

Apr. 14. They seldom alight near the Point, indeed I have 
seen none on the water so far (Point Lepreaux,N.B,). 

“ 15. A good many passing to-day; they invariably fly 
much higher than any other Wator-fo*l, and usually in 
single file (Pt.Lepreaux, N.B.). 

“ 16. Three alighted in the Cove v/est of the Point here 
I v^atched them for a long time through a powerful glass. 
They dive like Loons, giving a forv^ard leap so that the 
vAole body nearly cleared the surface, and leaving only 
a faint ring on the water v/here they disappared. One 
of them ccaught v/hat looked like a small eel and apparent¬ 
ly had much trouble in sv/allovang it, swimming rapidly 
about and shaking it violently in his bill. (Point Le- 
preaux,N.B.), 

“ 18. Their flight is al'^ays about the height of tv;’enty 
yards above the v^ater and very svaft, the strokes of the 
wings exceedingly rapid. (Point Lepreaux, N.B.). 

May 6. Numbers (Chatham, Mass.). 

“ 17. Saw many flying, as they usually do here, in largo 
loose flocks arranged without any apparent order of sys¬ 
tem, (Chatham,Mass. ). 
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1867. 
Lophodytes cueullatus. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Nov. 19. Shot one just at dusk from a flock of six or sevon 
swimming within a few yards of the shore under the shel~ 
ter of an ice house. 

Dee, 4, Saw four on Fresh Pond for the last time this year . 
As they have been rather plenty ther^ this autumn I have 
had abundant opportunities of watching their habits and 
the following is the result of my observations. The 
Hooded Merganser makes its appearance here as soon as 
the night sets- begin to be cold and the ice to form 
around the edges of the larger ponds, and remain till the 
water is entirely covered with ice. They usually fly 
at the height of about fifteen yards and when in a largo 
flock are continually changing their positions, now 
flying in a broad extended line, and now in an irregular 
body. When on the water they sv/iin lightly and grace¬ 
fully but not nearly as fast as some other Ducks; they 
are so vigilent that it is almost impossible to approach 
within gun shot of them; indeed they almost always fly 
the moment that they perceive you even if you are far 
out of range. If at all apprehensive of dan^r they 
tney keeping cruising about with their heads raised but 
if everything remains quiet in their vicinity they soon 
return to their former occupation of diving in search of 
food; when fwo or three are feeding together, first one 
disappears with the quickness of thought, then another 
and another until all are beneath the surface but they 
soon emerge in nearly the same place and after swimming 
a short distance together, dive again. They invaria¬ 
bly alight near the shore—that is to say within a few 
tods of it—and it is very rare to find them swimming at 
any distance from it, but they will sometimes sv/im out 
into deep water when they perceive a team coming. They 
appear to affect equally gravelly and muddy bottoms and 
in general feed where the water is about sight f§et deep; 
but on one occasion I saw four of them walking about on 
the shore where there v/as only an inch or so of water. 
They rise with some difficulty striking the water vigor¬ 
ously with their feet, and proceed some distance before 
they attain any elevation but when once fairly under way 
fly with wonderful rapidity every now and then inclining 
to the loft or right much in the manner of the 0ommon 
Snipe and indeed their flight closely resembles that of 
this bird except that the wings are quivered as with 
most Ducks. They usually move like most ducks but I 
have seen them, ^rhere throe or four wore following each 
other over the still water of a sheltered cove, nod their 
heads exactly in the manner of the Common AmerUan Cool. 

1868. 

Aug. 11. 
Shot a young female near Block Island. It was fol¬ 

lowing the course of the brook and flying low dovm. 
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1869. 
Lophodytes cucullatus. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Nov, 11. Shot one on Fresh Pond, sculling up to it in an 
open boat. 

« 27. One on Fresh Pond. 

-1870. 

Nov. 11. One on Fresh Pond. 

“ 29. For the past two weeks they have been frequently 
seen in Fresh Pond usually in small flocks or two or 
three together. They fish here in shallow water and 
are rather shy of any one on shore but easily approached 
in a boat. Unless wounded they never attempt to a es¬ 
cape by diving, but invariably fly, leaving the water 
with some difficulty. They are exceedingly restless^ 
rarely feeding long in one place, even when undisturbed. 

1871, 

Oct. 17. One shot on Fresh Pond. 

Nov. 27. A flock of about thirty flying over Fresh Pond, 

1876, 
Mar. 23. Two small Ducks on ConeordRiver were apparently of 

this species. 

1880. 

Oct. 20. Shot a young male on Concord River near Ball’s Hill, 
It was rather fat and exceedingly tought and hard to skin, 

• 29. One in Fairhaven Bay;very shy; , < 
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238 
Lophodytes eueullatus 

Maine (Lake IJmbagog ) . 

.June -- The commonest Duck hoi-o tliis year The Wood Duck. 
common last season, rare thi 

Aug. 2.’ Saw probably fifty on t'-ie t'egallo'.7ay and Androscog- 
( gin Rivers. 

“ 27. : Saw large numbers in Leonard’s Pond near the Outlet. 

“ 30. Tvro largo flocks in tho pond bolovT the house. 
Those Ducks v/]:iGn sta,rtod from this pond invariably fly 
out along tho narrow crook \7hich connects it './ith tho 
River, and 'vo shoot many by driving them past this point. 

Saw sGVoral or\ Richardson La]:e. 

Went to tho Karoov/s this ovoning, to shoot tho'se 
birds. They fly from tho lovfor part of tho .T,ake to tho 
Outlet ovary ovoning, roosting hiero and roturning-in 
tho morning. Tho flight this oveiung, began at 6.15, 
and during tho succooding half hour flock followed flock 
in rapid suceossioi.!. 

1<J / 

Aug. 17. Sav/’ a,bout fifty in Leonard’s Pond. 

1876. 

3.: While looking for Duck’s n at tho Outlot I dis- 
I covorod a promising-*<loaking‘ hblo and paddling to tho 

spot struck tho tree v/ith tlio handlo of my paddle. 

At the first blov/ a vigorous scratching sound began in- 
,, side, and the next moment a Duck’s head appeared in tho 

oponing; then, aftor a sho:>-t strugglo, hor toos lappod 
' over too lov/or odgo and sho launehod into the air. 

I shot ao hor as sho went off aiad .’uarkirig ]nr lov/oring 
flight follo'vod ausd finallj^ found hor floating dead on 

|| tho water. Returning to tho stub my guido began to 
( climb it v;hori, to our surprise, another scratching v/as 

heci,rd ai.d a second Duck appeared, I fir 
natoly failed to kill it. Pooling sure o_ 
eggs my guido continued his ascent but upor 

d but unfortu- 
^ a set of 

.•oachiiig tho 
iiol'j 3ad thrusting in his arm ho found only emptyness oi 
more literally, a largo cavity -..rLth tho bottom covered 
v/ith damp roAton wood. A subsequent examination of the 
bird also showed that sho would not have laid for a week 
or ton days. Tho hole, which undoubtedly had boon se¬ 
lected as a nesting placG,’7as a natural cavity ontering 
tho side of the tree at height of about , w fifteen feet 
aoove the v/ater aiul descending about three feet. The 
entrance had a diameter of about ten inches. Whether 
the second bird was a male or rot is doubtful. It cer¬ 
tainly looked nearly like tho fi-st both as it came out 
and as it flew off. 
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1880, 
Lophodytes eueullatus. 

Maine (Lake Uinbagog ). 

May 3U. A pair on loadows, 

26. Sot B-8. Some of tho eggs incubated about tiireedays; 
the remainder fresh. Cavity in tho top of a tall dead 
elm. The entraiice, at a point vdier e a limb had broken' 
off, was not v/ider than a man’s fist; the cavity, formed 
bu decay, deseepulod about ttreo feet; tho eggs wero par¬ 
tially co'/ored by the bird’s dovni of ■.Yi'i.ich the nest was 
vdiolly composed. Their shells vnore so thick and hard 
tha.t they wore drilled only v/ith great difficulty; yolk 
pale oraiige. We found this nest by seeing the female 
enter it. She came flying in from the lake and cir¬ 

cled about the tree several times, sailing with motion¬ 
less wings, then alighted on the edge of tho hole and 
crawled in v/ith some difficulty. No amount of pounding 
v/ith an axe at tho b8,se of tlie tree sufficed to start 
her out, butvp v/’hon ray guide began to climb it she at 
once emerged from the }i.ol0 and disappeared. Later she 
returned aiwl circled maJiy times about the tree, but re¬ 
fused to enter the hole v/'hie’i wq had chopped out. This 
nest 'was about thirty-five feet above tho '.rater; tho 
stub, a very rotton one, stood 
cove on the lake shore near th( 

',v'i th a fev.- others in a 
i Hayvmrd farm. 

.Juno 11 

24, 

Sept. 3. 

A female \.-'ith a brood of six young swimming in the 
grass near shore. As we approached, the mother flopped, 
off heavily along the surface utteririg lier characteris¬ 
tic croak. The young, scattered in all directions, 

dived so adroitly that we could not catch any of thin. 
They probably put pp only the bill and that beneath some 
iSloating 'water plant, for each one that wo pursued v/as 
soon lost sight of. 

Brood of seven young accompanied by the r.’iother-, 
near tho mouth of Cambridge River. Six of the ducklings 
dove so adroitly that it was i.^possible to catch them, 
but the seventh had in some way broken one of its legs 
whic.i nad set in a stiff position impodoing its movenients 
so that it was easily secured. 

Six in a close bunch hurling over the pond in the 
rneadov; from the diroctio: of Cambridge River in the even¬ 
ing t v/i'light. 

o 

1881. 

A flock in Leonard’s Ponef, and a single bird in tho 
Androscoggin which dived exactly like a Groobe. 

May 14. Sho 0 an adult male v/hich, just flying ahead of tho 
female, passed over my head, followed the channel at the 
base of B Point. Iridos groonish-yellov,'; bill black; 
roof of mouth flesh color with longit-dinal black stripe; 
tarsi and feet dusky with brownish-yellow on inner sur¬ 
face. 
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II 

|! Lophodytos eucullatus. 
1881. || 

Maine (Lake IJrnbagog). 

(May 23) I 

Oct.8-22 

A pair flying togetlior, the female leading, the 
drake a beauty closely follovTed her (Outlet )1, 

George Hayv/ard shot throe on October 14. I sa\Y non-. 
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1876w 
Apr,14, 

Graculus earbo. 

Five passed the point to-day the white patches on 
the throat and flanks showing plainly, tPoint Lepreaux 
N.B, U ’ 
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1874, 
Nov. 24, 

Graculus dilophus. 

A y o«ng*bird shot whilo flying ovor Raglo Hill 
Ipswic , ’ 

1876. 

Apr, 12, M-ny flying about near Point Lepreaux^N.B. all high 
in air. 

“ 13. several large flocks flying about. They resemble- 
Brant on v/ing but fly differently (Point LepreauXjN.B. ). 

“ 14. A heavy flight of migrants passing northward to-day 
(Boint LoproauXjN.B.)! 

“ 18, Numbers flying about as usual. Their flight, ordi- 
narily, is exactly like that of a Loon, from which they 
can be readily distinguished, however, by the thicker 
neck and darker coloring. Sometimes they sail in a 
half circle or mount straight upward, giving a. dozen or 
more quick beats of the wing like a Nighthawk rising to 
Boom. Frequently one v,rill-thus rise suddenly from a 
flock passing steadily along. Their alledged resem¬ 
blance t Brant does not strike me; the form of a large 
flock, however, is nearly the same as that of a flock of 
Brant, They flap their ings different'and their shape 
is radically different. (Point Lepreaux, N.B.), 
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1874. 
July 7. 

Rhynehops nigra. 

The fishermen say that the Black Skimmer used to ' 
brood abundantlV on the Muskegat. They described tho 
bird accurately and call it tho Shoerv/aSur. 
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1876, 

Apr, 10, 

“ 11. 

Larus glaucus. 

Sav/ an immature bird as vre v^ore pass ing Cape Eliza¬ 
beth, near Portland, Maine, 

Among some thirty large Gulls fishing close to tho 
v/harf at gastport, Maine, v/ere several of this species, 
which with Larus leucopterus, made up about one—quarter 
of the total number, the remaining three-quarters being 
Honing Gulls. Several also follov/ed tho steamer all 
the way from Mt.Desert, keeping steadj.ly along siae in 
iti- wake, oi twn coming jrery near and greedily picking 
up any kind of fish which wo threw overboard for them. 
They seemed to me lighter and more graceful on the vring 
than tho Herring Gulls but the difference in size between 
the tv/o species \7as only appreciable when the birds wore 
very near. 
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Larus loucopterus? 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Saw a smll, pure v/hite Gull on Fresh Pond which I 
took to be this species. It came very near me and I saw 
distinctly that its primaries were pure white, 

JC ^ / A/, > 
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Larus leueopterus, 

1876, 

Apr, 11, Among a flock of seine thirty large Gulls-in East- 
port Harbor, Maine, this species and L.glaucus were about 
equally represented,the tv/o together perhaps* forming one- 
quarter of the total number, the remaining three-quar¬ 
ters being Herring Gulls, This species as v/ell as the 
Glaucus seemed to be lighter and more graceful on thw wirg 
than the Herring Gull, The difference in size betv/een 
the three v/as only appreciable when the birds came very 
near, Sove al of thcan follov/-od the steamer all the v/ay 
from Mt,Desert, 
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1868. 
Nov. 19. 

1870. 
Dec. 26. 

Larus marinas. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Several on Fresh Pond v/ith Herring Gulls, 

A pair of adults chasing a Herring Gull. 
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Larus marinus. 

1874. < 

NoVy, 20* Noar the mouth of Ipsv/ich River numbers of these 
Gulls, all immature birds were flying about. They vroro 
readily distingusihable from the Hep.i»i:Bg&Gttaiarfe4 Herring 
Gulls by their large size and the conspicuous black bar 
on the tail. They uttered a cry v^hich somewhat resem¬ 
bled that of the Red-tailed Hav/k and chased the Herring 
Gulls v/henever the latter secured food. 

Mar, i2(, Four received from Grand Menan, Easily skinnedj 
nnwtffijtt; in this respect differing from L, argent at us: 
skin covered wth a dense coat of dovm, almost as impene¬ 
trable as felt. 

1875* 
Nov, 22, Several at the mouth of Ipswich River. 

1876. 
May 6. Numerous at Chatham, Mass., all immature birds. 
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1867. 
Nov, 20, 

1868, 

Mar. 19. 

Apr. 18. 

Oet, 24. 

Nov% 15, 

Dee. 85 

1869, 

Apr. 16, 

Dec, — 

1870, 

Jan, 23, 

11 
■ li 

Mar. 10, 

Apr. 7, 

“ 11. 

Nov.A De« 

1871, 

Jan, 4. 

Feb, 6, 

Larus argentatus, 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

Four on Fresh Pond; I watched them till it became 
so dark that I could see them no longer, I believe they 
pass the night there but they usually start for the sea 
long before dark. 

One flying over Fresh Pond which is now open. 

About twenty on Fresh Pond. 

One on Fresh Pond to-day the first this autumn. 

The Gulls nov/ visit Fresh Pond regularly evern morn- 
ing, and will continue to do so till the v/ater freezes 
They ar ive just as the sun is rising, and remain all day 
unless they are driven out, swimming about in the middle 
if it is calm; if the wind blows hard they pass most of 
the day on wing. They are very shy and if a boat puts 
off from the shore they rise in wide circles, frequently 
until they are beyond the reach of vision, and disappear. 

Sot a young bird on Fresh Pond; he was svjeeping 
along close to the v/ater. 

They have been very abundant on Fresh Pond all this 
spring. Saw the last to-day. 

Common on Fresh Pond during this month. 

Upv/ards of one hundred sitting in a dose body on 
the Ice at Fresh Pond. 

Theyb have been abundant throughout the winter and 
still continue so. 

Still abundant. 

Saw several. 

The fly to Fresh Pond from the sea every morning. 

Saw several acres of Gulls floating on the sea a 
few hundred yards out (Chelsea Beach), 

The ice having been removed from a small portion of 
Fresh Pond principly in one of the coves the Gulls found 
ij »ut directly and now come up from the bay every morn¬ 
ing. 
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1871. 
Larus argentatus. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

(Mar.10) Still frequent Presh Pond in large flocks. Saw sevt- 
eral to-day sail against an exceedingly strong wind for 
several hundred yards v/ithout a single flap of the wing 
and very swiftly. * 

Apr. 7. Saw several on Presh Pond. 

“ 27. One v/as seen on Presh Pond (H.Russell). 

“ 29. Three were seen on Presh Pond (H.Russell). 

Noy. 9. Wont down in the harbor among the shipping for Gulls 
where V70 found them comparatively unsuspicious. After 
shooting dovra one others came to the rescue till we killed 
four. This, hov/’ovor, was the only occasion, before or 
since, when I have known this occur. 

1872, 

Jan. 22. Saw one sail down to the ice from a considerable 
height in a beautiful sweep, drop its feet, and alight 
closing its wings without a single flap. * 

Peb. 13. They resort to the basin whenever the ice breaks 
up, especially at high tide. This morning several hun¬ 
dred were fishing there for the garbage v/hich forms their 
chief food. Sitting on the ice among a small group of 
these Gulls ware several Crows with which they seemed to 
be perpetually quarrelling, running at them v/ith half 
open wings in a curious manner. In the air, however 
the Crows had rather the better of it, chasing the Gulls 
about on every opportunity. The Herring Gulls fish in 
the following manner: Flying at the height of perhaps 
thirty feet above the vrater they course gracefully about 
until they discover something in the water beneath when 
they poise for a moment over the spot, flapping their 
wings quickly; then v/ith a graceful sweep, dron to the 
surface beneath, and as they pick up the morsel with the 
bill, drop their feet into the water trailing them along 
«hs surface for a fe\7 yards before they rise. While 
poising they occasionally shako themselves violently with 
a single quick vertical flap of the v/ings. 

• 23. R.Deane saw them repeatedly take up mussel shells 
high into the air and drop them on the beach to break 
t em, following them immediately dov/n and eating the ex¬ 
posed contents (Revere Beach). 
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,#rfgiXa baa ,#©el a#X qoib ,qoewa iuJiSum* a aX Xfiglerf 

.qmlJ olgitXa a #worftfiw agaiw «#i grtiaolo 

,SSi »amL 

a2ta©*id ©ai orf# lovaneiftlf fijlaad «ri# o# #*ioao*i XBt?f 
-auA XstovoB gflianoffli alrfT .obi# rfgirf #« tXXaiaoqa© ,<1^ 

lirrf# amol riairiw ©led-tsg rri# toJ vnodi gnirfalt ©tow b©*xb 
lo qt/ong iXama a gaofria ©ai ed} no gal##!® .iK»ol lelrfa 

o# berwjca '^©ri# rfairiw riXiw awot?) Xa*ic'?®8 eimr aXXuO ©aexl# 
IXf^ri rf#X«r fTferf# #a galaai;*! ,B«XXXeTta«p '\jXXatJ#©q*soq ©d 

,*irv©v ori ,1X8 ©rf# al .i©.taa« stfoXi.'a a Ak agaXifr aeqo 
allwO ©ri# gntaario ,#i lo i©##©€l ©ri# i©d#ai bait w/oiO ©li# 
til rfall eXXwO gnliioF ©rfT ,%fkavf^oqqo *to #iioda 
aqarfirq lo #fisx©ri ©xi# #b gai^X^ !ieaflf:ra galTfoXXol ©li# 

#wod« xXXuleaaig ©bioos ^©xi# i©#aw erf# ©Toda #rel ^#ixii# 
ncrfv rfJaened loJsw ©ri# al gfllrf#©moa ^©^fooajtb ijerf# XiJan 

ii©rf-t ^aiqqslJ ,#Oi a ©rf.t ifio #tirr or: a id f.axoq ^corf# 
©rf# o# oib ,q©©wa Xoloaong a rf#Xv' iierf# ;''jX3ioi!'p agnXi;. 

©ri# ri#lw Xeaior: ©ri# qo ioXq "^©rf# a© baa ,rf#3ert«d ©aslma 
gaola fieri# galXXai# ie#«^ ©ri# o#al #©©1 lieri# qoib ,XXld 

©XlriW .©ail T®rf# ©lolod ablest a lol ©acliaa ©rif 
ri#iw '^X#n©Xolv aovXoaneriJ ©Jtaria ijllz;aoiaaoao ^©ri# gaXa^oq 

.agniw ©rf# lo qall Iaoi#i©v 3loiwp elgala a 

.ex .d«i 

« 

« 

aXXaria Xeaaori qrr ©ia# tXb©#a©qoi ^-^ri# «aa eda«5<I.fl 
#(aoid o# rioaod ©ri# no (tieri# qoib baa lia oriJ o#aX rigXxi 

-xo eri# gal#a© am>b ^XeJaxbeffffiX raeri# gaiwoXXol ,m©ri# 
,(ri©aoe eieveSl) «#ae#.ioo beaoq 

.es • 



1874 
Larus agontatus. 
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Aug. 12. 

" 27. 

1879. 
May 26. 

1880 
Juno 15. 

1881. 
Hay 18. 

Maine (Lake Hmbagog 

Coming dovm the Lake I saw a large bird alight on a 
rock in shore; upon running the boat near him, ho flappet] 
his v/'ings and uttered a squealing cry, w'hen I saw that 
it was a young Herring Gull, full grown and in brown 

plumage. I vras about to shoot him Yrhoii I noticed that 
he was feeding from a tin dipper. Upon making inquiries 
I found &o had been taken from the nest and reared. 

Saw tv;o adult birds alight on the ton of an immense 
dead pine where they sat together for sometime, their 
snowy plumage brought out in strong relief against a dark 
thunder cloud rising in the west. 

A beautiful adult drifting before a furious gal 
on the Lake. 

e 

r Set C-2. Nest, a large bulkys structure of moss 
, placed on the top of a small rock about four feet square 
i; and elevated only a few feet above the water in B Pond- 
; the egp on the p oint of hatching. Two young a few ' 

days ols seen on another rock. For years two m i-s of 
!: Herring-Gulls have bred regularly on this pond/although 
|| their eggs are almost invariably taken. 

A fine adult at the Middle Dam , flying up the River, 
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1874»■ 
June 18, 

Larus argentatus. 

One in immature plumage (Marston’s Milils, Mass,). 

1875* 

July 2o. About one hundred, all immature birds, on Green Is¬ 
lands, near Portland,Maine, 

Sept*22, Numbers at Smith’s Point both adult and young, 
(Nantucket). 

“ 24. Numbers fishing in the harbor. (Nantucket), 

Nov, 22, Large n umbers at the mouth of Ipswich River, 

1876, 

Apr, 11. About tv/enty in the harbor at Rastport, Maine, 
fishing close to the v^harfs. At Point Lepreaux this 
evening they were making a groat outcry on the v/ater as 
late as 10 P,M. calling loudly and incessantly. 

* 14, A heavy flight of those Gulls migrating eastward 
along the coast during the afternoon, (Point Lepreaux N.B) 

May, 6. Abundant at Chatham, Mass., most of thfijse seen being 
immature birds. 

« a one brought do\?n v/^ith a broken vring bit savagely, 
aind like a snapping turtle hung on to anythink that was 
placed v/ithin its roach, even allov^ing itsef to be thus 
lifted from the ground, (Chatham,Mass,), 

“ 7. Shot three from a Brant Box. My boatman decoyed 
them within range by using a pair of Gull’s wings v^hieh 
ho skillfully opened and shut by compressing and relasing 
the muscles; the of'ect being that of a gull flapping 
its v/ings on a sand bar. (Chatham,Mass. ), 

1881. 
Mar. 26. Crossing the East Boston Perry On my way to Revere 

Beach, I sav/ hundreds of those birds and v/ondered if they 
spent the night in the harbor. T is was definitely set¬ 
tled a few hours later. At Revere Beach during the half 
hour preceding sunset I saw them arriving in a continuous 
stream and settling on the v/^ater. They flew lov/ over 
the sea and all from the direction of Boston of course 
follov/ing the coast lino. By si nset there must ha'/e 
been nearly a thousand collected in a vast bod about mid- 
v/ay between Nahant and Revere Beach, This bed was cer¬ 
tainly half a mile in length the birds floating in about 
four or five parallel lines. On the dark blue sea it 
looked like a groat bank of snow. 



• (.33bM a*fK3^ai«M) ^sam/Iq onjiemii ai eaO ©duxX. 

.a?ax 

-al flefiO ao ,8fa*iid e^iisietnnf ILe ,bc^bnl^ri rno JuodA 
,e/flie'%iiaelJtoS T:jsoa ,al>ai4 

• (JS vlijl, 

»^auox biiB be /f?od ^flloq 3»ri?in2 Jb aiedfOjrM .ss'iqea 

*( rteM) ,^od•I£rf orfj iti gniffail aiodfiHilC 

.levi?? doiwaqi lo rfJuof'T ori? Sa- 3T"tlKSti a ohib*! ,tiS .woM 

• 0?BX 

^oiiiB'* ;fB lodted ori^ ai SuodA 
atdt x«BPnq»tI Jrtio*' tA .stVuiv.' »ds oi eaola 

8B lo^Bw vdi no Y’*b^bo a jja/xam eTf>w 
.Yl^ttBaaoofll b«tB aaiXIao .'t**! OX aa GuAX 

•XX ,iqA 

biBwi^aao sfliJe-xa-ira aXXuO ©afirf^ lo ^rf^iXTi Y^aori k 
tR.M X ja©iq©il .floofn^^la prf^ ^axtub Saaoo ©rf^ gaoXa 

•:^X • 

Bnx''d noea eipf : lo ^aota ,.a«B’? ,fiBxi^adO ia iaahm:dA 
,«Jj*£Xd otuJeKifixi 

,6 .Yalf 

^Y-CbF’B’®8 ^xd adxw fl©3loTd B riJxw mrob Jrfaooid oao 
&BV isdt initiixdo o3 ao b13iu3 ® ©iiX baa 
ams od o3 loaJi aflxr.oXXa ao-ve ,4»aeT a^i airitiw boaaXq 

. f .a«B’%''tsftJadO) .bowofS eriJ tooil be^lxX 

« » 

bc'Yooob i!«ci,tfiod .xoH ^lta^R a r.ioil ©eid^ SodZ 
rioxrfw agfliw e'XXuO lo Txaq s Hfliau nxrfJxw merfj 

8nia<^I©T !>iiB gfliaae'iqrrioo y** Jwrfa Iioe beaeqo x^-- iXXx^a orl 
gnxqqeXl XXsxa a lo ^arlJ gflxpd lo eri^ ;a«X{>aijn ori^ 

.( .aaaMfmsxid’axlO) .*£Bd bfiaa a ao agalw a^x 

• V 

©Tovofi ot Ob Y'tio'f flo^aoF ©d^ aaxaaoiO 
•{odi lx boiobaiiw bus abixd oaeri^ lo abeibnod wsa I ,daao8 
-Soa 3SW ax T .“lodied 0d3 ax Jdgla ed^ Sacqa 
Had cri^ gaxiwb doaoB oT'^rf! 3A ,'io^aX ataod wol a b©X4’ 
a^JOIJ^x^aDO s ai gcvitis rl©d^ vsa I 3oaa! ii aaxbooonq •uxod 

foTo woX woXI Y®'fT ^aeSsw ed& no gniX^^oa boa facoi^a 
©Biuoo lo ao aoH lo aoi3om ih edS r>io*il XXa bna aea ©riJ 

«^*ff fm-m eaodi i&aa m y8 *oflXf ileoo adj gaiwotlol 
.blm ;tuod« ktd tmm m as tK>3mlloa baaaixod^r a aeod 
-too aa«if bod axdT •dsa^ F ©nelroH b«ta ^nadaM aeev/;lo4l xkH 
iuof’a as g^ti^«o^l ab'ixd ©dJ d^gaoX al ©Xxm a iXad yI^'^*’ 

11 ^3 ©bXd ;?*xab ©dl oO ,a©nxf f©fXir*." f «(<m i® m*l 
•voita lo jCoad laoiB * e^Ji^ beiool 

• X88X 
,8s: ,ia« 
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1876. 
Sept,24. 

Larus delowarensis. 

One in the harbor at Nantucket, 

II 
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1870. 

Larus atricilla, 

July 1, 

1-4. 

About twenty-five pairs breeding on the island. 
Host quite large and bulky, but v/ithall neat and even, 
composed of dried grasses arranged in circular form, pla¬ 
ced usually in the beds of tall rank beech grass, that 
grevr upon one side of the island; some, however, wore 
found on the ivy ridges, among the Terns, but never any 
on the bare sand, or the sea beach,- Number of eggs 
varied from one to three (Muskegat). 

About tv/enty-five pairs breeding on Muskegat* 
Nests mostly in bods of tall, rank beech—grass on the 
west end of the island, some, however, 'in the stunted 
ivy with those of the Terns; all neatly co nstructed of 
dry grass circularly arranged. Eggs from one to three , 
All the birds seen ymro in perfect adult plumage. When 
a nest was approached the pair to which it belonged would 
come overhead sailing about just out of gunshot in per¬ 
fect silence. When vre v/ere v/ithin twenty yards of 
loss, however, they would burst out into their shrill 
laughter which vras immediately taken up by others all 
over the island. Those outbursts were an infalable 
guide to the vicinity of the nest, for they wore never 
uttered till we were close to the latter. The flight 
of these Gulls is graceful and beautiful. They v/ould 
often sail in pairs at a high elevation, reminding me of 
eagles. They wore very shy but v/hon one was killed 
its amibo and sometimes several others would hover over 
it. Their usual call-note is a loud ha-ha. Their 
shrill laughter is both unique and startling. Wo never 
saw them fishing near the island but they frequently 
alighted on the sand baszin company with Terns, The 
latter seemed to regard them with dislike alv/ays chasing 
them while flying. 

1874. 

June 18 

29. 

July 7, 

“1875. 

About a dozen on a sand bar in company with Terns 
They proved shy, rising high into the air and sailing in 
circles, uttering the usual wild laughing chorus-. (Mar- 
ston’s Mills, Mass.), 

flying about v/ith the Terns near the mouth 
of the Harbor, (Nantucket), 

During a visit to Muskegat saw only three spocimens 
but found a nest containing throe eggs. (Nantucket). 

July 20. 
Bav M^inr breeding on Breen Island, Casco 
Bay,Maine. After I had killed several of their number 
to remainder collected into a loose body and breasting* 

the rest of the one spot during 
tne rest of the afternoon, occasionally bursting ent i 
thexr wil. laughing „ry. Many patha IndTuuf 



.alXJtoji'Id’S arJiJSiI 

.0?BI 

.boslBx erfit rto Old aiieq iuodk *X ;Xul. 
,aov© brtfi BC’tt Ilfiii-iv #0cf hnn ©gx^X f^xtjp iaeH 

-sXq ,m*io'i ^sX otjco ai be acaaeis boi*xb lo beaoi moo 
iskt ,aafi’xg xfoeod 3ttij5i tlBt lo abocf ©du ni ^Xisrrau beo 
OTOW jiovorod jOnioa ;bnAXax orfd To ©bia ©ito iioqw tretB 

XttB tev©!! Jad ^atiieT ©rf? gacK-ia ,3©3hi*i '^x ©rid rto bnuol 
agg© To i^draoH • .rfaxar d jB©a orlJ -io ,brtsa oTXid e/id no 

.(d«Bo^3nM) eoxdd bd ©no aK)^l b©xxBV 

,deg©3(8ixw rto gnxteend aixeq cvxT-y^drtowd dixodA .i^-X ** 
cf{d «o aaeig-riaeed jtnai ,XrX^d To abed ni \;Idao*^ adaeM 

bodrtiida ai ^levowoff ,©faoa ,kNrtj>£ei add Ta feae daoa 
To bedauidan o© ^idecn XXa s^'t’xeT ©dd To e&adi itdxw 

. oo^rfj od ©no MOiT aggg ,b©sti«*£'ia icii^X joix© aaxj-ig 
»'iorfW dXf iwB daoTioq ni one* t«ca afeixd odd XIA 

bXrtow begnoXed di rloxifw od arid b©d®«ortqqa 9jbi& daoa s 
-T©q rtx dod::nug To duo daut duoda gnxXxaa baediovo ©mo© 

To abiaY axdiixi ©Toa ©w nerfW .eoneixa dooT^ 
XixTrfa ixerid odiix duo da*ij;d bXffotx jievevrtjxi ^aael 
fl« a-ierfdo rtoXat riaxriw -xedriguaX 
©XdaXv'^Trtx rta ©now adaiudduo ©aedT .bnalai ©ltd 'i©vo 

tevofl ©^©w x^di loT ,daoii ©rid To Y^-ibx©xv ©rid oi obiuH 
drigixT ©riT .leddaX ©rid od ©aoXa ©teow ©w XXid b©i©ddo 
bl ovf Y®dT .XaTxduaod btia iuToosig ai aXXwi) raerid To ’ 

To ©m gnibnimeT ^noidavol© rfgirf a da a^iaq rtx Xiaa iiodTo 
bellxM a«w ©no nerfw dud xdB lav ©low yo^T! .aeXgs© 

TWO lovori bXrrow aierfdo laid^oa awaidotnoa boa #♦ le adx 
'ixoriT .xxri-*ari buol a ai ©don-IXa© Xauau ix©riT .di 

lev on ©W .^xidiaela btxa eupxixu rfdod ax ledriguai IXxirfa 
YidaeupoiT Y^-’^d dud brtaiax ©rid xacd gniriaiT akrid vraa 

oriT .art^©T ridiw Yrtaeiwo© rti*'b-''d hnaa ©rid rto bodrigiXa 
grtfaaj^o aYfiwIa e:^xlaxb ridxw m©rid biagon od bemoea leddaX 

.gttXYXT cXxrfw faorfd 

.WX 

.ameT ridiw Yrtaqmoo nx lad bnaa a no rtosob a duodA 31 ©rtuL 
ai gnxixaa brta aia ©rid odnx rigid gniaia bcvoiq Y®diT 

—aaM) .auaori© gnirigxaX bliw Xauau ©rid gniaeddu jarXcTi© 
,{,aaa' ^aXii*' a'noda 

riduotn ©rid 'laon anioT ©rid rfdiv. duoda gniYlT XmovcB .«S • 
,{ deMoudiiaM) .lod-iaH ©rid To 

^irnioeqa ©©xid Y-^rto 'p^aa dsg©Jfaub od diaiv a gni'iuQ .V 
,{ oXoudaaMy .aggo ©©arid gniniediioo daou a bnuoT dud, 

.aTOi** 

ooaaO .bnsXal fl©©i0 no gn rhooid aiisq Yd«®wd duodA .OS 
-aodrairt ^iorid To Xsievoa boXIiri barf I i©dTA ,oniaM,Y®8 
'lOidaaead brta Y^od ©aool a odnl b©d©©£Ioo aebniarwa ©rid 

q© 3l od gfliqqalT dneioiiaua daut ridxw bniw gno^ida ©rid 
gniaub doqa ©no arvo lia ©rid ni faenxamon ,coxdiaoq lierid 

odai duo gnidaaud .noomodl'^ ©rid To daoi ©rid 
-neqo ©Iddxl bna aridaq Yi^®^ .Y**® gnirfgusX bliw aierid 
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1876, 

(July 20) 

Sopt. 22» 

Larus atrieilla. 

.ings wore trampled do\7n in the tall grass by these little 
birds, but no nests wore found. The Gulls here seemed 
to bo on perfectly good terms with the Terns v/hich on Mus- 
kegat are incessantly harassing them. 

Saw one at Smith’s Point. (Nantucket). 
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1874. 

Aug. 17. 

“ 22. 

Larus philadelphiae. 

Maina (Lako Umbagog). 

A flock of about a dozen in the middle of the Lake 
in company v/ith Herring Gulls. 

Saw a pair on the Lako. 
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Larus Philadelphia. 

1870. 
July 11, A snail flock at Ipsvrich, Mass, Shy , 

1875. 
Nov, 8. Received four freshly killed specinens fron Nan¬ 

tucket, 

1876» 
May 17. A flock of about tv^enty on a sand spit {Chathan,MassJ 

1868, 
Aug, — 

Rye Beach^ Nev/’ Hanoshire. 

Seen daily during the last tv/o weeks of August, 
flying southward over the sea about a mile off shore. 
They flev^ in a nearly straight course and verj'^ steadily, 
seldom tu-ning aside or stopping. In stormy weather 
they pass closeria in and sometimes alighted on the 
beach. 
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Xenia sabinei. 

Secured a specimen rom this rare Gull from Mr. 
Diamond of Brookline, who shot the bird in Boston Har— 

‘ bor September 1874. It was sitting on a mass 
of floating seaweed and vra,s very tamo, inasmuch as the 
sailing party .passed within a Tevr rods of it before it 
was discovered. It v/as holding a small crab-apple in it 
bill. When shot at and wing-broken it made its way off 
along the surface vrith such speed that it was v/ith diffi¬ 
culty secured. 
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Storna caspia. 

1871. 
Sopt* 9, Several seen fishing just outside the breakers, per¬ 

haps a dozen in all, a vring-broken individual vms caught 
on the Beach. (Ipswich), 

1873. 
Nov. 22, Arthur Smith has an adult which he shot at Bear’s 

Head, New Hampshire, early in September 1873. 

1875. 

Aug. 2S, A flock of about a dozen large Terns flying high in 
air over Long Island , Boston Harbor, were probably of 
this species. They uttered at intervals a single loud 
harsh cry somev/hat like the honk of a Goose. 

Sept.24. A flock of five or six came into the Harbor at Nan¬ 
tucket and fished sometime near a Point, They alighted 
on deep v/ater repeatedly swimming about for several min¬ 
utes at a time. Their flight and plunging was precise¬ 
ly similar to that of the smaller species. They uttered 
a raucous haak som.ev/hat like one of the notes of the 
Roseate Tern but much louder and hoarser. 

1876. 

May 6, Several small flocks at Chatham, Mass, Some apart 
by themselves, others among Herring Gulls. They sat 
on the sand bars exactly like the smaller Terns v^hich 
they ot herwise resemble but I think their flight is more 
rapid that than of any species which I snow. 

“ 7, Saw several to-day (Chatham,Mass.). 

“ 16, Saw several (Chatham,Mass.). 

Sopt. 9 Purdie had one in the flesh from Hingham, Boston 
Harbor, It v/as a young bird. 

/ 
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1874. 

July- 1, Shot a pair in the harbor. They v/’ore in com¬ 
pany with Roseate Torn for which v/e mistook them* The 
The female had evidently just finished laying and had 
the incubating spot on the breast v/'oll-doyeloped 
Their notes seemed similar to those of the Roseate Tern, 
Both birds fell wounded and bit fiercely yrhen seized 
raising the long occipital feathers into a crest. 
They had black tarsi and webs, the under surface of the 
latter mottled v;ith yellow. (Nantucket. ), 
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1868. 

Sept.11, 

14. 

Sterna hirundo. 

Middlesex county, Mass. 

One on Spy Pond circling about over the v/ater; when 
it caught a fish it invariably carried it a few yards be¬ 
fore swallowing it. 

One shot on Fresh Pond. 
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1873> 

Maine (Lake IJrnbEgog). 

Sept. 15j Shot tv/o young birds near the Outlet 
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1867. 
Sopt.2-7i, 

1870. 
June 39-=- 
July 2* 

July 1, 

1874. 

June 18. 

Sterna hirunda. 

Abundant fishing in the bay during the day and in ths 
afternoon leaving for the southward in flocks of five to 
thirty (Plymouth, Mass,), 

Breeding on Muskegat in vast nu mbers with S.macrura 
and S,paradisea. Multitudes were continually in sight 
hovering over their eggs or des(;eriding to them, sealing 
about close over the ground like Swallows,or plunging 
into the sea for figh. They were Very shy, invariably 
rising three or four hundred yards ahead, and hovering 
above up just out of range, keeping up a deafening clamoii; 
If one was shot the others instantly became silent and 
gliding down to the fallen bird from all sides on sot 

Vfings, poised a few feet above it redoubling their clamor. 
The more birds killed the more excited and enraged the 

survivers became. If one wore missed or slightly woun¬ 
ded, they vrould at once disperse or scale off vrith it. 
On the Short-eared Owls they waged perpetual -war, fftllo'w- 
ing them in perfect clouds whenever they appeared on the 
Island. Their cries are a short hoit, a harsh, peevish 

ti—arrr, and, when chasing one aiiother, a rolling tr-tr— 
JXrJ;e.eTheyv are peaceable, seldom quarrelling. 

Large clusters frequently collected on the bare spaces 
of sand where they vmre very shy. Always nea and care¬ 
ful of their plumage they invariably elevated their tails 
in walking over the wot sand. Even the plumage of the 
sitting birds was beautifully clean and free from stain. 
We could istinguish this species from the Arctic Terns 
only by the color of the bill. It was impossible to es¬ 
timate the number of birds breeding here but the e must 
have been many thousand pairs. Wo found but few eggs 
containing embryos and not a single young bird. 

Thousands of nests on the island; some large and 
composed of dry grass or ivy twigs, others merely a slight 
hollo’w in the seaweed at high water mark, or in the beach 
sand. They seemed to prefer, hov/ever, the inland ridges 
\/hor0 among the stunted ivy they bred in company with 
^,pa;r,adj^^ea^_ and a few of Ch.atricilla. The number of 
eggs Varied from one to three, but the latter seemed the 
regular number. The nests were usually at least a rod 
apart, though occasionally nearly touching.(Muskegat Id.). 

About a hundred on a sand bar near High Ground; 
they were apparnetly mated, each pair sitting close to- 
gethera and also flying together. I saw a number flying 
about with small fish held crossv/ise in their bills; 

they v/ill not breed for some time, however. When sitting 
on the sand bars they had a habit of raising their wings 
over their backs and exposing them to the breeze. (Mar- 
ston’s Mills,Mass, ). 
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Sterna hirunda. 

1871. 
Ry.o Beach^ Now HarnDshire. 

(Aug.30) During a heavy fog a number of those Terns passed 
through the marsh. One alighted among my Teal decoys 
(wooden "stools”) and v/'as shot. 

1872. 

Aug, 12. One shot on the Eel Pond. 

" 15, Three seen on the Eel Pond, 
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Sterna hirundo. 

1874o 

(Juno 26). A few seoii as £ was crossing the vin9j’'ard Sound, 
and swam as I approached Nantucket, 

* 28, Watched a number fishing along the shore at the base 
of the Bluffs, Several dove so near mo that I could dis¬ 
tinctly see them under water; they descended a foot or 
more belov^ the surface and sometimes swam several feet 
before emerging, I could not make out v/hether thgy used 
their vrings or not These Terns collect in sv/aiTis over 
the shoals of blue-fish, the latter driving small fish 
to the surface v^hero the birds see. tkeiri.seize them, 
A flock of one hundred or more Terns hovering over the 
water, dozens plunging down together within a radius of a 
fevr yards, presents a most interesting spectacle. On 
On the average they seem to catch a fish in about once 
in four or five plunges. The notes of this species are: 
a harsh vibrating cry v/hich seems to express anger or 
impatience, and a soft satisfied chick. (Nantucket), 

July 4. A pair fishing in the manner of a Gull, skimming 
along close to the v/ater, and picking up dead fishes y/-ith- 
out diving. This species very rarely alights on the 
v;ater unless wounded. The flocks on the sand bars pre¬ 
sent a most beautiful appearance, the black of the crov/n 
sharply contrasted with the pearly blue of the mantle. 
The paired birds invariably sit close together, those 
along the waters edge vmshing or pruning themselves. 
When a nev^ comer alights among them ho is greeted with 
loud cries of welcome. I have repeated seen a wounded 
bird whichb had been taken into the boat, immediately 
begin pluming and arranging his feathers. This happened 
to-day vmth one that had both eyes shot out and a wing 
broken. The bones of this as v;oll as allied species 
VAill bend to almost any extent \Yithout breaking. Both 
sexes incubate, as is shovm by the three bare spots on 
the breast and abdomen. It is difficult to secure good 
specimens as blood flov:s profusely from the slightest 
v/’ound. (Nantucket), 

Flev/ all day in multitudes close in shore under the 
Bluffs, They invariably fly to the westward v/-h(^ the 
v/ind is in that quarter, and often crvitinue doing so for 
days during which none v/ere seen to return until the v/ind 
changes to the eastward v/hen they pour back in a steady 
stream. During these flights they rarely stop to fish 
by the vmy. When there is but little vring they are 
flying about in all directions, usually some distance 
from shore. (Nantucket), 

7. Brooding by thousands on Muskogat, As I walked ovr 
the sand hills clouds vrere continually rising four or f iv? 
hundred yards ahead, coming directly tovrards me and cir¬ 
cling about high over head, keeping up a deafening racket. 
If one were shot hundreds would collect over him in a 
few minutes. If a gull appeared they would immediately* 
give chase-and continue to harass him as long as he re¬ 
mained in the piaee air. Although the eggors say that 
that begin to lay about Juno 16, we did not find a single 
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ritoS .gni^aoTd tuoritrvv tno.txo yns taomXa ot bn©d IXlv; 
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ta'^tri^ IXa ©fit noTl ylPatiloTq av/oll booXd aa aa©^ntti>©q3 
,(te^Ioot.ieM) .bfloow 
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ybsota nx Moed tuoq yorit aerfw bravtaa© ©rit ot aegnar'o 
riaxl ot qota yloTOT yerit atrigxXl ©aorit gaxTrrQ .xnaeTta 

©TB yorit gnlw ©Xttil tod ax r-T©rit nexCW .yaw ©rit yd 
oonataxb ©moa yXXawao ,anoito©Txb XIa nx tooda gnlyXl 
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oXgnla a bnxl ton bib ©w ,SX ©ool, toot;a yal ot aiged tarit 
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Storna hirundo. 

1874. 

(July 7)^ young bird to-day. A marked change has taken place in 

this colony since my last visit in 1870, ar,d the number 
of birds at present breeding on the island does not ex¬ 
ceed five per cent of that found then. (Nantucket). 

20. 

1875^ 

About six pair breeding on Green Islands Maine; 
they were very shy (see observations under Arctic Tern) 

Sept,21. 

Oct 2. 

1876, 
May 16, 

A flock of forty or fifty huddled close together on 
a sand bar, many lying dovUi, a fev^ floating in the shallo 
Y/ater v/ashing themselves. when standing the body is 
exactly horizontal and the bill nearly so, I shot a num¬ 
ber, most of them young vrhich v;ore in the proportion to 
about one to three adults. Their note is similar to 
that of the adult but shriller and more querulous. They 
follo/7ed their parents about , squeaking loudly for food 
(Nantucket), 

Swarms of them ay Smith’s Point, at least five hun¬ 
dred being seen in one flock. (Nantucket). 

Large numbers at Smith^ts point. Shot a young bird 
barely able to fly. The habit of carrying fish about in 
the bill, is a veru general one; I saw both young and 
old going it to-day. (Nantucket.). 

On Smith’s Island thousands of Terns v/-ere sitting 
along the vmter’s edge. Every now and then they would 
rise altogether, in a great sn owy cloud and after a 
few whells settle again (Nantucket), 

Numerous on the Vineyard Sound betv^een Nantucket 
and Wood’s Holl. 

Shot a pair perched on the poles of some v/ires 

They are the first that have been seen here (Chatham,Mass. 

1868. 
Aug. 29. 

1871. 

July 28, 

■By.Q Be^^ch, New Hampshire. 

Saw one to-day, and numbers a few days later flying 
south over the ocean vath I,ar_u^ Philadelphia. on 

stormy days they often passed through the Eel Pond marsh 

One seen on the Eel Pond. 

are vary abundant a mile or more off shore, 

oartlls rarilJ loose flocks-and small 
parties, rarely pausing or turning aside to feed. 

/V 
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1879, 
Storna niaerura. 

Maino i Lako Urnbagog ) . 

June 17.; One coursing up and down over tho roach of I,ake 
near the house all the afternoon. 

18. Shot an adult male in fine pluriage. 
ently not incubating. 

It was appar- 

1881. 

May 18. ' 

20. 

23. 

Saw four in the middle of tho Lake near the Outlet. 

Four flying near the Outlet, cruising about in thoir 
characteristic vray, gradually working up to tho northern 
end of Lhe Lake, then turning and hunting back again un¬ 
til lost in tho distance beyond Metalluc’s Island. In 
an hour or two they would return. And I have no doubt 
they ’.rent tlio whole length of tho Lake. I sw;/ them 

s\7eep dovm to the surface dozens of times but they never 
caught anything nor indeed ever touched tlio water. 

Judging from the emaciated condition of one shot yester¬ 
day on Richardson Lake, and another killed to-day by 

one ox the river drivers,(who knocked him off a boom of 
logs with his pick pole) I have no doubt that they v/ould 
have e^/ioontly starved as the pickerek have fairlv exter¬ 
minated all the small fishes tliat used to svmrm in this" 
Lake. Tho snov/y plumage of these beautiful birds showed 
to groat advantage against the background of dark ever¬ 
green woods, and we could follow their white forms long 
alter they had lost shape in the distance or catch a 
quick gleam as they turned in their course. The one 

shot on Richardson Lake was accompanied by two others. 

Shot tvro mal-s on the Lake nea- the Outlet; one 
sitting on a snag, the other on the uid of a floating 

root. Both were extremely emaciated. The stomach of 
one was filled with ^leoptera (many of largo size) but 
snowea no traces of fish. The throat and gullet of 
tho oth.^r v/as eranmorl v/ith small black ;,asps; there v,e » 

eras more i/apps of the same species, a few beetles 
ar.o an uniaentifiabls remains of a small fish in tb» ’ 

thTnoe’e or '''! the survivoh of 
ed at that 1 ifemales kill- 
ed -t tnat ^bime they snowed no indications of the ap- 
i.^rou,eh of tne brooding season. ' ^ 
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sterna macrura. 

1870. 

July 1. 

1874. 
July 7. 

1875. 
July 20. 

Quite scarce as compared with the other two. Bred 
in a separate colony on a strip of perfectly bare sand. 
ESgs laid usually in a slight hollov/, either an accidental 
depression , or one s cratched by the birds, but some¬ 
times they v:ere deposited on a perfectly smooth surface. 
The usual number was three, but in one nest we found four. 

Common brooding on a bare sand bar apart from the 
Wilson’s and Roseate Terns. Habits precisely like that 
of the Wilson’s Torn. (Muskegat Is land,Mass. ), 

A single specimen killed by Maynard on the sand neck 
at Muskegat, 

About fifteen pairs breeding on Green Islands, 
Gasko Bay, Maine. I concealed myself in the long grass 
and in an hour shot six. There vrero about half as many 
Wilson’s Terns on this Island, the difference in the 
notes of these speifeies is slight, and although I noticed 
the cry of each bird particularly before shooting it, 
I am not sure that I could distinguish it in all cases. 
I should say,However, that v^hile S.macrura has all the 
notes of _S_.hirundo, that they are harsher and more ran— 
caus in the latter species. I could not detect the slij^ 
test difference in flight or actions. Neither these 
nor the Wilson’s Terns would hover over one of their 
kind that fell on land, although thet did so over a Gull 
that dropped in the water. The Arctic Terns v^hen woun¬ 
ded were decidedly vicious and bit my hand forcibly; 
this I have never seen the other species do. Both sex¬ 

es of the Wilson’s and the Arctic Tern incubate as is 
shown by their bare spots. My boatman found a young 
Tern vAich I believe to toe the Arctic on the Beach at the 
foot of the Cliffs; Itt kept up a querulous cry of hun¬ 
ger or distress, and vrhen put dovm appeared unable or 
unwilling to walk. 
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Storna paradisoa. 

1870. 

July 1. Brad in company with L.hirundo^ but worn nnt. npiaTiy 

so abundant. Nost perhaps on the average a little more 
bulky, but otherwise quite similar. Never found them 
near the beach, however, as v/ith the other birds, but al¬ 
ways on the ivy-covered ridges. (Muskegat), 

a it 
Not nearly as numbrous as the Wilson’s Terns but 

still abundant. Easily distingusihed frwn the other 
species while flying by the long graceful tail, harsh 
note, and slov/er, more direct flight; mingled indiscrim¬ 
inately v/ith Wilson’s Torn (Muskegat Is land,Mass .), 

1874. 

June 26. Among numerous Terns fishing along the shore below 
the Bluffs this species was in the proportion of about 
one to every t?/-enty-five Wilson’s Terns. It looks 
smaller than he Wilson’s on the wing, the tail longer, 
the back pure v/hite. Its vring strokes are also slower 
and more gracefully performed. Its ordinary note is a 
soft mellov/ hew—it slightly like that of Aosialitis semi— 
palmatus (NantuckotK 

“ 30. Shot eleven and could have killed many more at the 
mouth of the Harbor. I identified three notes, the com¬ 
monest a mellow pheu like that of the Pn-rpin ypi-rtiry ffia 

second, hew-i^; the third, a noise exactly like that 
produced by forcibly tearing a strong piece of cotton 
cloth. This Tern is rather shyer than the Wilson’s and 
as a rule will hover over dead birds of only its ovm 
species (Nantucket), 

July 6, These with Wilson’s Terns flew all day close to the 
shore literally in sv/arms, during a heavy north-easter. 
We killed thirty-three of the present species. (Nantucket. 

“ 7. Much more abundant on Muskegat than in 1870 , and 
now representing certainly one half of the colony*of 
Terns breeding there. 

“ 9. Saw several at Wood’s Holl, 

“1875? 

July 9. Several about the Bay (Marston’s MiHs, Mass.). 

“ 20 . About tv/enty pairs apparently breeding on the larger 
of the Hreen Islands near Portland, Maine; they vrere so 
shy that I did not succeed in killing one but I am sure 
of my identification as they repeatedly uttered the cloth¬ 
ripping note. They kept apart from the other Terns and 
sometimes started off together flying in a close flock. 
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{S©pt.22| 

Sterna paradisea. 

Among the swarms of Wilson’s Terns at Smith’s Point, 
we found a few of this species and shot two young in the' 
beautiful fall plumage. The young uttered a peculiar 
twittering note, and also a mellow heu of the old bird. 
Both young and old were exceedingly shy. (Nantucket). 

25. A few at Sm th’s Point. 'Nantucket) 
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1870. 

1874. 
July 4. 

l87o. 

May 7. 

It5. 

17. 

Sterna antillarum. 

A single pair Plying (Muskegat Tsland,Mass.). 

Found four nests on the Ipswich sandhillsin the 
space of a few acres. The nests wore slight hollows in 
the bare white sand; two of them contained three eggs 
each, another two (all fresh) while in a fourth vras a 
young bird a few days old and covered with white dovm 
and an egg nearly hatched, ’ 

Addenda 1870 from F.S.Atkinson. 

A small colony on the Ipswich Sandhills. Pomd 
four nesTis xn an area of two or throe acres. The eggs 
lay in slight hollows in the bare sand. In three of the 
nests they were fresh, the fourth contained a young bird 
just hatched and one fresh egg. Greatest number of 
eggs in any nest three. Birds rather shy, hovoring 
over the breeding ground , making a great noise. All 
that I shot were females. Their fliPht was extremely 
graceful, notes a harsh croak and a shrill oit. ^7hon 
flying they looked no larger than Swallows. They did 
not hover over dead or wounded eo mpanions. 

Nine flying about the harbor near the wharves. They 
look much smaller than the other Terns, flap their wings 
more quickly and continuously, plunge from higher eleva¬ 
tions (usually about thirty foot), and if they miss their 
aim rise quickly and drop again, frequently making throe 
or four plunges in half a minute. Ken poising they 
flap their wings quickly like a Kingfisher. when 
one was shot it companions paid no attention to it 
passing by without stopping, even when the bird was woun- 

hover however, that they do sometimes 
hover in autumn. They have two notes, one loud and 

^ery like that of the White-bellied Swallow, 
the other a scolding chatter resembling that of the Wl- 
son’s Tern but weaker. (Nantucke*). 

A single bird (Chatham, Mass.). 

Large numbers on a sand spit (Chatham, ’’ass.). 

iian/islLT'' Preparing to breed on Momomoy 
ki^Mc h + ‘n ordinary note is killic, killic, 

but when chasing one another they utter a loud 

Tern cloth-ripping one of the Roseate 
Tern. Sometimes a pair would shoot over the beach with 
set wings inclining gracefully to either side, the male 
uttering its cries incessantly. At such times they flew 

reminding me strongly of Chimney 
swifts under similar conditions. Like the Chimney Swifts 

frequently seen flying together. 

IxcLfir^ r®'’ closely resemble Swallows 

a schooi orsmail 
delight. Oecasionaiiv^o^ ^ to dance in the air with 

flying Slowly with a very jerky^motior 

xng to and fro with fish in the?r b^fi. 
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aomiJorfioa ob \oriJ jsxfJ t©\©v,'Off ,©m aXX©J fatanYfi’' .bob 

bna bnol ©no ,a©Jon ovJ ©vcri y®^'^ .nriuJua ax tovorf 
fXroIlBVP. b©ifr^d-oJiff*-' ©riJ To JarfJ ©XxX y**®^ faox^oJxq dgixi 

-XT' cd S To JeriJ gitiXdneaot t©JJai£o vnlbXona a tor'Jo ©riJ 
.( »©3(offJ»ia'') .tcJiaew Jt d me’’ 8‘noa 

.b Ylut- 

.o\UX 

. ( .aaaM ,marfJadO) btid etg ia A .V Yfi 

aaa' ,mariJario) Jiqa bnaa / no atodfutn ©sta’ ,(*£ )» 

beotd oJ nnitaqf'tq atiaq hotxnuri ©no JwodA ,?£ » 

^oil 11^ ^oilXi:^ ai ©Jon x^tsaxbio tioriT .b.^x-Xal b^a-fi 

buol a teJJu yo^^ torijonx ©no ^niaerfo nerfw Jwd ^oiXXi^ 
rJaeaoq ©hj To ©no gniqqit-nJoXo ©i^J gniXdmoaet Y**® rfatari 
riJiw ri©.3©d ©iij trvo Joorfa bX cm tiaq r, aoffiiJor.o?. .xitet 

©lam ©rfJ ,©bia t© Ji© oJ YXIuTcoatg gniniXoni ,aaniw Jos 
TitoXT Yorfi a©miJ dona JA .YlJnaaaooni aeito aJi sniteJJu 

YonmidD To YXs^oiia ©^^ gnibnimot ,aa©nJTitra x^onna rfJitx 

aJTivr3 Y®**'^id^ ®rf^ ©3(ivX .anoiJibnoo taXimia tobnrx ajliwa 
.teriJo^^oJ gniYXT n©©a YXJnoopctT ©ta aXan>ivibni o©trfJ 

aroXXarr'’ eXdmoaet YXeaoIo Y®f^^ t©Jsw eriJ t©vo gniYXT n©/X" 
t©vo grtirfaxT trjoT to ©©triJ aemiJctaoS .toXoo ni Jqeox© 

Jiw tis ©XJ ni nonsb oJ n©©a yX^’®** IXarta To Xoorioe a 
,snots ©moo IXiw btid ©Ignia a YXIsnoiaaooO .JxIgxXob 

YlXauan Jnd ,noiJom yaltet nev a dJiv vXwoIa SdxxH 
-aaaq v^am vsa I .YlXnTeoatTJ Y^®' f>®'©ta agnxw yenJ 



sterna antillarum. 

1876. 

(May 17) They settled on the sands at low tide in largo flocks, 
scmotimes mingling with Sandling. on these occasions 
they were rather shy, flying before I got within gunshot 
(Chatham, Mass.), 
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1874. 

Aug. 18. 

i: 

Hydrocholidon 

Maino (Lake IJnbagog). 

Three flying about over the Lake near the Outlet. 
Their flight v/as peculiar and distinctly unlike that of 
other Tern, resembling more a Sv/allow’s or a Petrel’s. 
They kept for the most part rather hiph in air, frequent¬ 
ly hawking about two or tliroe hundred feet above the wa¬ 

ter, apparently catching insects. At other times tl'iey 
v/oula ily steadily along v/ith heads depressed soeminglv 
searching the surface of the Lake. Occasionally one '' 
would sweep dovm to the '.yater like a Gull, but in no 

instance, during an hour’s observation, did I see any of 
them^acDually touch the surface. They appeared near]v 
Dlacx ana reminded mo of Mighthawks. The only note’ 
heard was a shrill, but feeble j 3^0! two 

ox oh.m when tno survivor hovered over its dead c^yieanios 
after the usual manner of terns. The stomachs of those- 
^-lied were filled entirely with insects chiefly gras-- 
.xoppers with a few eoleoptera and diptera. Both wore^ 

emitted none of that poculi.ar salty 
i.i-_1 chcirac .^orxs11C of ma-rine species. 

I 





274 

1868, 
Sept, 1, 

1876. 
Sept.25, 

Hydrocheliclon surinamensis. 

An adult shot on the Eel Pond (Rye Beach,N.H.). 

One in a flock of Wilson’s Terns at Smith’s Point. 
(Nantucket)« 
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1867* 
Aug, 30, 

Stereorarius parasiticus, 

Ono chased a Tern, forcing it to drop a fish that 
it had just caught(Salisbory BeachnMass,), 

1876, 

May 6. One (Shatham, Mass.). 

“ 17. 

1 

Five or six at Chatham, The gunners here call them 
“Sea Hens* and also “Geedy Hav/ks", the latter probably 
a corruption of »Giddy Hawk*. They usually together 
in pairs. The flight is different from that of a Gull’s 
the wing strokes quicker and firmer, while the bird 
open sails in circles like a Hawk. We repeatedly saw 

j them pick up food from the v/ater, when they drop their 
feet and in r-e&peet- other respects perform the acticn 
pecisely in the manner of a gull. They were perfect¬ 
ly silent. The gunners say that they can be readily 
caught v/ith a hook and line (G .atham, Mass. ). 
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Oceanitos ocoaniea. 

1874. 
July 11, Abundant bet\70on Portsmouth and the Isles of 

Shoals, in company vrith Leach*s Petrel, Plight s#ift 
skimming and exactly like that of a Swallow. They lit¬ 
erally walked on the surface of the water, taking long 
strides, holding the wings horizont-lly and half-spread 
but usMg them only apparently to the keep their balance 
In this manner they would often proceed several rods 
picicing up something by the way. 
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Cymochorea laucorrhoa. 

Middlasex County, Mass. 

^ female in Fresh Pond. It came in just as 
'’^as breaking, and after flying about low over 

the water for a few moments, alighted and began pluming 
itself and sipping the water. It was very tame. 



.aoxiTXD«J7eI Ae*tod»OMf0 
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Gymochorea loucorrhoa. 

1874. 
July 11, Numerous in company ^yith Vfilson’s Petrels between 

Portsmouth and the Isle of Shoals, 





Podiceps holbolli. 

1867. 
Sept.4, Shot an adult in breeding plumage. It was swimming 

close to the beach and vra,s very tame, several shots being 
fired at it before it was finally killed. (Plymouth,MassJ 

1874. 

Peb* 23. H.B.Bailey secured a specimen at Warfl^’s Island, Bos¬ 
ton Harbor, It had been k&lled there about a week prO“ 
viously, 

Peb, 24 Goodale has one which v/as caught alive on Boston 
Harbor, 

1880. 
Mar. 29, A specimen shot it Pox Island on the coast of Maine; 

and sent me in the flesh by Mr.Hardy, had the iris plain 
yellow; the bill dark brovm with the basal half of the 
lov/er mandible and sides of amxilla at base, dull yellovr; 
inner side of tarsi and toes, blotched v/ith orange; 
the gizzard distended by the usual ball of feathers. 
Mr.Hardy calls m.y attention to the bare space on the innH" 
side of the carpal joint which he thinks is produced by 
the birds using the vring in vralking or rather flapping 
along the ground. I 
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Podiceps cornutus. 

Ma i n 3 (La ke IJnb a go g ). 

1882. I 
0et.8-22[ 

1883. 

Ducks (soG card). 

Abundant on tho Lako^ osoGcially abovo 

Sa'v7 about forty on tho Lake above the Narrov/s and 
shot five. 
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Podieeps cornutus 

1881. 

Jan, 3, Two near a rock at tho entrance cf Swampscott 
Harbor were very shy and acted exactly like Biod-billod 
Greebes. 
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1868. 

:i ^ 
Podilymbus podieeps, 

Middlesex Covinty, Mass, 

Sept, 14 Throe (Fresh Pond), 

• 15. Shot two on the Glacialis, one an adult v^ith a black 
throat patch. 

• 26. One (Fresh Pond), 

Oct. 1. Several on Fresh Pond the last. They are exeeed- 
ln§ly difficult to shoot diving and only shov/ing a por¬ 
tion of the head above v/ater and often disappearing all- 
together, ho-#ever smooth the surface may bo. When not 
apprehensive of danger they float lightly showing more of 
the body than many of our Bucks, It is difficult to 
force them to flyj when they do so , however, they r iso 
rather awkv/ardly but when fairly started proceed swiftly 
with the neck stretched out to its full length the head 
continually turning from side to side. 

1869. 

Oct. 11, Abundant on Concord River during the past week, Tl« 
stomach of one which I examined contained a bream nearly 
five inches in length besides the invariable pellet of 
feathers, 

o <
 

• • One has taken up his abode in a certain cove in Fresh 
Pond, whore he has been seen daily for nearly a month. 
He is so exceedingly shy and cunning that no one can 
shoot him. 

1871-. 

Sept, 15-. Throe (Fresh Pond). 

Oct. 30, They have been abundant for the past two weeks. 
One shot at Concord to-day has been seen in the same 
place in the river for a month past. It was very fat. 

1874-. 
July 21. Saw one swimming in Charles River, Waltham. 

1876, 
Sept,27, Shot one on Concord River. It was rather tamo. 

1879. 

Oct, 6* 
Danv ? playing about in oan- 
aS kil J/ 'Without difficulty 

T ? ona with each barrel. For some time prevloL 
y 1 watched them from the bushes bordering the bank 

Tnl continually dfving and swim- 
ing about. Sometimes one would chase another for a 

waron d "‘“'O’- '«»-o shyer; one of them 
whicrhe hod of floating vegetation into 
wnien tie swam as I approached, diving there as frof^iv 

P- The two that I killed had the irideshasel, the 
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1879* 
Podilymbus podieeps. 

Middlesex County, Mass. 

(Oct.6) hazel,, the naked snik around the eye yellov;. The stom¬ 
achs contained the usual balls of feathers. That of 
one in addition a nearly perfect and undigested fish 
about two inches long; of the other fragments of what 
I took to be small mussel shells. 

“ 10.^ Saw no loss than eight of these pretty little 
Greebes on Concord River. Throe wore in sight at one 
time. Most of them v/ere shy and took to diving before 
wo got within range. When not apprehensive of danger 
they float high on the v/ator and look larger than they 
really are. One which wo saw some distance ahead sail¬ 
ing in mid-stream, dove and did not appear again. Oppo¬ 
site the spot was a dense grov^th of button bushes grow¬ 
ing in shallow water. Suspecting that the bird had 
sought shelter among them I paddled quietly along the 
edge scanning every inch of water. At length I discov¬ 
ered the little follow within two yards of me. His 
body was not submerged but it vras flattened on the ?/ater 
and his head and neck stretched out level on the surface. 
Under the shade of the overhanging foliage ho looked like 
a withered lily-pad, only the tv/inkle of his bright eye 
betraying him. As long as I continued paddling ho re¬ 
mained motionless but after we had passed stopped 
and turned my head quickly v;hen he instantly dove 
leaving scarcely a ripple, * 

1880. 
Oet. 29. Two on Concord River, looming on upn the surface 

as large as black Ducks, 

1881. 
Oct. 22. Two of these Greebes have haunted the River in 

front of the house for the oast two weeks. They can be 
seen at any hour of the day floating in mid-stream or di¬ 
ving near the beds of v;eeds. At a distance they look as 
large as Ducks but vrhen approached sink lower and lower 
until only the head and nock are visible. Further down 
the river, I came upon two others to-day. One of them 
rose vdth a large fish held crossv/ise in his bill and 
apparently tried to swallow it but its companion pressed 
xt so closely, attempting to steal the prize, that it was 
prevented from doing so for sometime during which the pur- 
suer and pursued skurried over the surface, half swimming 
naif flying, and constantly doubling and turning. 

1882. 
Sept.28. Numbers on Concord River, sly and wary as usual 

floating buoyantly on the water whera at a distance, show¬ 
ing only their necks as we approached, and finally sink¬ 
ing beneath the surface and aftervmrds raising only their 
heads to watch us as we passed. 
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1874* 

Podilyrnbus podieeps. 

Maine (La ke Urr.b a go g ). 

1 
Sopt. 3.: A young bird still wearing the white plumage on the 

head and neck v/as shot and brought to rne. 

« 14. 1 

1 
One which I chased for sometime:, in the i?iver at 

■ length took v/ing, rising without the slightest difficulty 
and Sloaring the surface in the distance of a few yards 
although there was not so much as a breath of wind. It 
flev/ about six hundred yards and alighted again. 

1880. : 

SSopt.l7i . One at the foot of B.Meariov/ in the broo^,;at this 
season only tv/o or three wide and a fev/ inches deep. 
Although v;e nearly caught it it would not take wing. 

1881. 
July 22.' The headof an adult Pied-billed Greebe, v/ith one of 

. i eggs, was sent me by Steve T^orse, who shot the bird 
on the nest and broke all the eggs but one. The nest 
v/as in the Cranberry Bog near fUchardson Lake. 

1882. 
Oc t.8-22 Common during the early part of my stay. Usually 

found in shallov/ water near reeds aud lily-pads close 
in shore. 





Podilymbus podiceps. 

1875* ' 

Sept,23, One in a small fresh-water pond, I crept v;ithin 
good range and fired both barrels at him. Instead of 
diving he flapped off along the surface, making for the 
middle of the Pond, Whe^ at a safe distance he stopped 
and floating high on the water, and uttering a lov/ mel¬ 
low honk, almost like thatof a Goose, (Nantucket), 
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Soljrcibus torquatus 
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Middlesex County, Mass 

One on Presh Pond 

1860, 

May 6, One on Presh Pond this afternoon. We had a heavy 
rain storm yesterday. 

1870, 
Nov, 23 One in Presh Pond this morning. After pluming 

and washing himself for an hour or two he flew out. 

1875, 
Apr. 8 Shot a Iioon on Concord River., We saw him. some 

distance ahead but he looked so small that v/e took him 
to be a whistler. Brushing the boat wo paddled to¬ 
wards him. As we approached he turned and swam direct¬ 
ly for us, probably taking the boat for a small island, 
and actually coming v/ithin thirty yards of us. Although 
in good condition he v^eighed only six pounds. He was in 
nearly full plumage but still moulting. 

1879 

May 5. Saw two swimming together near the middle of Fresh 
Pond 

The two seen yesterday wore in Presh Pond again this 
morning. 
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1873. 

Aug. 27, 

Sept.15, 

1874. 
A 

Aug, 18. 

“ 22. 

Sept. 3. 

1879. 

Ma3/- 23. 

■JuriO 16. 

Colymbus torquatus. 

,| Maine (Lake Umabgog ) . 

wniie coming dovm the Lake aft( 
mournful cries of many Ijoons. 

Shot an adult female in perfect plumage She 
weighed eleven pounds and two ounces. Although a bull-- 
from rny 4 caliBrer rifle passed directly through the mid, 
die oi her heck, shattering most of the vertebrae and 

cu ing t e jugular vein, she dove twice after-'vards -rH 
swam^for a long distance under water; in fact I had tV 
SiOO„ iior again with shot, before she could be eapturodf 

■in ■tvenoj-fivo shots at a Loon which v/as sv/-immin 
xn the Lake near the Outlet. He rather seemed to e^o" 
the fun, paying little attention to the bullets other 
than to rise and flap his wings when one came very near 

Killed an 
first shot my 
ing tiio tongue 
me but vms obi 
put aiiother ba 
him instantly, 
on the surface 
his glossy bac 

adult bird in Leonard’s Bond. At thn 

rifle ball passed through his throat sever. 
_at Its base. He dove and tried to oass 

xged to come up within a few yards wh^n I 
11 through the back of his head killing 

He was a beautiful bird as he lav dead 
of tne water among the green lily-p^gs; 

n frosted with air bubbles. 

instn-H n.,.crly every Loon that we overtook 
instead oi aivingiflew; all cleared f-.,. 
apparent ease. '-'Ce with 

■ways in his !,i7i itsbrimht 
T-t scales gleaming in th- uur 
It seemed to give hi' - much troubl 

-ight. 
for© he [|Succeeded in sv/allow-i na it n-iv. • " 

ioccupi,Kl Eo„oraJ mirmtos Process ,rtic 
'real sufferinm s-’-TMit-r tt • eor.,,.a to be at times in 

;:trying in vain to dive^^ surface and apparently 

'll their nes 
^ -rho has found a nur.b-r 

t0,..ls n©; that Loon’s eggs ar- rer-itr i i ■ 
before the middle of j-no and 
once, however found ^ 
n ’ a Siiiglo -gm .Tun- 1 mv allv r-.o n -.c:+ , ' oo uun0 i. Thora i s n uo n ,‘St v/hatover the -o-cro >- xb u 

b re ground from one toVi^o rodo^ ""fron^T'^ 
He hrs found only one nest Tn'hi^ rhoT. ^dg 
was a bulky arf--in m-^ iHiolo experience; t 

■xiV a, Tain mainly composed of urass xr 
las ever- Q__ , - brass. Ho one here has over ion more than two eggs in a sot. 

third if surprised on th- r 1 ' 
remarkable so-ed over the clumsily but wit] 

- Q, over the ground to the water’s edge; 





1879 
Colyrabus torquatus. 

Maine (Lake Umbagog ). 

(Juno 15) it is totally unable to rise in the air from the ground. 

The majority of tne nesos are foui'id on islands but an 

■ oceasioxial pair of birds will select s tfrio remote projoct- 
'' ing point. 

1880. ’ 

May IG, 

June 19. 

1881. 
Hay 16, 

20. 

One of its notes, a cry of tv/o sylables s 
the Yxind wailing through the rigging of a ship. 

ounds like 

^Alva Ooolidge shov/od mo several spots v/hero h.o >-ad 
found Loon’s nests. They -.vero among scattering aiders 
at high ,.ater nsark on islands. Ho once found a nest 
(in thj "Pong in the River”)3 to roach which the Loon had 
to climb a high bank over some large boulders. Whore 
ouo Sxiores are earthy or muddy the birds vxear a smooth 
path^to the v/ater’s edge. They not in froquor-,tly breed 
on floating islands. The eggs are usually laid on the 
bare earth in a hollow scraped out by the bird, which 

largo bulxy nest. howe Ve r , s om o t iiji os builds 

A Loon in grey immature plumage with white th>’oat 
|, and breast swimming on the flooded meadow near th^ house. 

Several pairs of the Lake. 

1882. 

Oct.8-22 „ A fevY seen. 
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1867, 
Sept.27. 

Colymbus torquatus. 

Very numerous. (Plymouth,Mass.). 

1868, 
Aug-s 16, Several to day, but as late as September 1 they had 

not begun to “fly» (Rye Beach,N.B.), 

imo; 
S»p^ti2-l(i), 

Aug. ^ 
Gommo n on all the ponds and lakes here. We hoard 

their cries at all hours of the night but seldom in the 
day time. (Porks of the Kennebec,Maine), 

1875. 
June 17. 

1876,, 

Apr, 14. 

“ 15. 

May 6. 

“ 16. 

At Rindge, New Hampshire^ a few miles north of the 
Massachusetts line vre were told that Loons breed every 
season on some neighboring ponds. 

Saw tv;o at PoiiSt Lepreaux,H.B, to-day, 

A number at Point Lepreaux,N.3, 

Numerous at Chatham, Mass, , calling freely. 

Numerous , one calling (Chatham, Mass.). 
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Colymbus arcticus, 

1876, 

Apro 17. Mr.Thomas, tho light-keoper at Point Lepreaux,N.B, 
assures me that he shot one of these birds there several 
years ago. 



/ 







Colymbus septentrionalis. 

1874. 
Nov, 20. 

1876. 
Apr. 17,; 

Ono in the river at Ipswich was very shy diving a 
long distance ahead of ns. 

Saw several flying; they look much smaller than 
the northern diver and the neck appears very slender. 
(Point LeproauXjN.B.). 
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Mergulus alio, 

Middlesex County, Mass, 

A heavy easterly gale prevailed all day, v/ith dri¬ 
ving sheets of rain and the highest tide known for years. 
Driven before this storm multitudes of little auks sought 
refuge in the fresh water ponds and river all along the 
Nev/ Rngland Coast, In Fresh Ponds they v^ero killed 
bu dozens, coming in usually by two’s or three’s but some¬ 
times in flocks of thirty or forty. They vrero very tame 
although sometimes restless. Several wore killed v/ith 
the oars and others caught alive. They floated lightly 
on the v/ater frequently rising erec t and flapping their 
wings. They wore continually dressing their plimiage, 
turning nearly over on their backs to do this. When 
shot at and killed they invariably turned over on their 
backs and floated with the white breast up. If missed 
they usually flew to the other end of the pond. When 
one of tv/o or throe was shot the survivors usually dove 
coming up again within a few yards; but the largest 
flock when fired into commonly left the pond. Their 
powers of diving wore apparently limited, for they did 
not remain under legd long, and rarely swam far beneath 
the surface. Their flight was slow, rather labored and- 
as several of our gunners remarked, strikingly like a 
Wood-ccok’s, They rose from the water with little dif¬ 
ficulty. On Charles River in Cambridge they swarmed, 
many were killed on Mystic Pond, Arlington, and largo 
numbers on Punkapog Canton, They v/ere taken as far 
up the Merrimac River as Lawrence, on Chituate Lake 
and in short nearly every pond and river v/ithin twenty 
miles of the coast. On Concord River they occured in 
large flocks and v/ore much exhausted many being picked 
up dead. Some were seen alive there as late as the 19th 
Several shot on Fresh Pond the 16th and 17th had their 
stomachs filled with young Alowifes. Only one out of 
tv/enty-seven which I skinned was fat, while the majority 
were fairlyimaeiated. Many were picked up in an exhaus¬ 
ted condition in fields, meadows, and even city streets. 
In Canton seven were found swimming in a puddle in a far¬ 
mers barnyard. 

One picked up in exhausted condition in Lexington 
February 21 by a farmer. 

A heavy north easter, the wind blowing a perfect 
gale ap day prostrating telegraph poles, over throwing • 
shaky buildings and doing much damage among the shipping, 

il fell in torrents from day light till well into the 
night and the country was flooded. m short this storm 
was nearly a counterpart for that of November — 187/ — 

^ accompanied by an inroad of Little Au^s 
^ the 21st, 22d, and 23d a few were seen in this vieini- 

reported on Mys- 
sr. I did not hear of any taken very far inland. 
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Herglus alio. 

1876. 
Peb. 24. Mr,Joyce tells mo that this bird occurs regularly 

in Plymouth bay every vrinter, and that/it is alv/ays com 
mon there at that season. 
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Uria grylle. 

295 

1876. 

Apr, 12. Numerous at Point Lepreaux^N.B,, scattered about 
singly on the water. All v/ere in adult plumage; they 
wore exceedingly shy and rose easily from the vra,ter, 
flying close to the surface exactly like an Old Squaw, 
but faster than aby Duck of my acquaintance and zig-zag- 

ing a little at times. 

“ 18. Watched a pair through the glass for sometiiiB; 
they made a clean dive like a Loon, leaving only a faint 
ring on the vrater, (Point LepreaiiXjN.B ,), 

(t tt They invariably skim close to the surface of the 
v^ater inclining to the right or left every few yards 
and alight exactly like a Coot, (Point Lepreaux,N,B,), 
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