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PREFACE

S o c ia l  d e ter m in ism  i s  a s  s p e c io u s  a s  eco n o m ic  d e te r *  

m inism . Hot a d e t e r m in is t  m y s e l f ,  I  1)611676 t h a t  th e  i n d i v i 

d u a l ,  w h ile  e s s e n t i a l l y  d eterm in ed  by th e  com m unity , can b e 

come a  g u id e  o f  i t ,  th ou gh  o n ly  by c h a n c e . Chance i s  n o t  

to  be p r e d ic t e d ,  b u t can be e x p e c te d . Zt i s  i n s t a n t  b u t n o t  

c o n s ta n t .  So i s  freed o m . Freedom i s  c a s u a l ,  d e te r m in ism  

u s u a l .  I t  i s  a tr u ism  t h a t  in  th e  i n t e r a c t io n  o f  th e  i n d i v i 

d u a l and th e  community th e  many rem ain  a t  th e  m ercy o f  th e  

environm ent w h ile  few  can  dom inate over  i t .  U n d e r l in in g  t h a t  

i n t e r a c t io n ,  th e r e  axe  v a r io u s  th r e a d s  woven t o g e t h e r  a s  s o 

c i a l  b o n d s . T h ese  t i e s  o f  human s o c i e t y  may be m ora l or  

immoral or  un m oral! or th e y  may be l e g a l  or i l l e g a l  or  non -  

l e g a l .  W hatever th e y  may b e ,  w i t h  them  t h e  community d i s c i 

p l in e s  th e  in d iv i d u a l .  The in d iv id u a l  r a r e ly  b r e a k s  su ch  

c h a in s  b in d in g  t h e  grou p  e i t h e r  b e c a u se  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  or  

b e c a u se  i t  i s  u n n e c e s s a r y .

The problem  o f  m o r a lity  a g a in s t  l e g a l i t y  h a s  b een  

in t e r e s t i n g  to  me a lm o st s in c e  Z became f a i r l y  a b le  t o  r e a d  

C h in ese  C l a s s i c s .  I t  i s  s t i l l  f r e s h  in  my mind t h a t  in  my 

k in d e r g a r te n  a g e  I u sed  t o  r e p e a t ,  "M encius d i s c u s s e d  m o r a l-  

ism , Lord Shang p r a c t i s e d  le g a l i s m ."  L a ter  o n , w h i le  t a k 

in g  th e  u n d erg ra d u a te  work a t  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  N a n k in g , I  

f e l t  im m ensely a t t r a c t e d  t o  K a n t's  c l e a n - c u t  d i s t i n c t i o n
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b et  /een m o r a l i ty  and l e g a l i t y  from th e  f i r s t  tim e I s tu d ie d  

h i s  e t h i c a l  t e a c h i n g s .  I t  v.as, how ever, not u n t i l  I happen

ed to  s tu d y  P r o fe s s o r  0. H. Mead’ s i l lu m in a t in g  th e o r y  o f  

s o c i a l  p sy ch o lo g y  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Chicago t h a t  I began 

to  c h e r ish  th e  id e a  o f making a s y s te m a t ic  s tu d y  of th e  i n 

t e r a c t i o n  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  and th e  community w ith  s p e c i f i c  

r e fe r s n o e  t o  th e  roblem o f  m o r a l i ty  a g a in s t  l e g a l i t y .  The 

study thus c a r r ie d  out in  t h e  f o l lo w in g  c h a p te r s  i s  th e  embo

diment o f  th a t  i d e a .  To th e  co u rse  of t h i s  s tu d y , how ever, 

th e r e  occurred a s id e  i s s u e ,  and th a t  i s  the problem o f  

oh: n e e .  T h e r e fo r e ,  s id e  by s id e  w ith  th e  attem pt to  make a  

proof of th e  p r o p o s i t io n  th a t  th e  in d iv id u a l  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  

a product o f  th e  community, and y e t  may by chance become a  

guide o f  i t ,  I have had a remote v i s i o n  in  v ie w , t h a t  i s ,  t o  

s e t  fo r th  in  th e  co n c lu d in g  ch ap ter  a l i f e - v i e w  th a t  "Life  

i s  chance."

While t h e r e  are s e v e r a l  approaches t o  th e  s u b je c t  o f  

t h i s  s tu d y , i t  was l a r g e ly  due t o  P r o fe s s o r  J .  H. T u f t s ’ ad

v i c e  t h a t  I d e f i n i t e l y  chose th e  h i s t o r i c a l  b e fo r e  th e  p sy 

c h o lo g ic a l  approach . True, through th e  h i s t o r i c a l  approach  

th e re  can be made a f a i r l y  o b j e c t i v e  and com parative  su rvey  

of  d i f f e r e n t  e f f o r t s  t o  s o l v e  t h e  same problem in  th e  p a s t  

which w i l l  no doubt b r in g  e f f e c t s  upon any p r e s e n t  or fu tu r e  

work in  th e  same f i e l d .  M oreover, in  th e  l i g h t  o f th e  i n 

c r e a s in g  c o n ta c t  between P a ster n  and Western c h a n n e ls  o f

th o u g h t ,  i t  seems d e s i r a b le  i f  I can b r in g  to g e t h e r  in t o  a
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u n i t y  th e  a n a ly s e s  o f t h e  m o t iv a t in g  f a c t o r s  o f  s o c i a l  

conduct made by eminent t h i n k e r s ,  C hinese and Hindu a s  

w e ll  as  H e l l e n ic  and S e m it ic .

Under P r o fe s s o r  T u f t s ’ guidance I form u lated  th e  

whole p la n .  And, in  t h e  t e n t a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  m o ti

v a t in g  f a c t o r s  o f  s o c i a l  conduct I made in  th e  in tr o d u c to 

ry  c h a p te r ,  my c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  f a c t o r s  in t o  t h r e e  

group3— sp o n ta n e o u s , n orm ative , and a d a p t iv e - -a p p a r e n t ly  

der ived  i t s  s u g g e s t io n  from h i s  d i v i s i o n  o f  th e  co u rse  

of moral e v o lu t io n  i n t o  th r e e  s t a g e s — i n s t i n c t i v e ,  c u s t o 

mary, and r e f l e c t i v e — in  h i s  E th ic s  w r it te n  in  c o l la b o r a 

t io n  w ith  P r o f e s s o r  John Dewey.

While d e a l in g  w ith  E a stern  t h in k e r s ,  C hinese in  

p a r t i c u la r ,  I en cou n tered  more then one d i f f i c u l t y  in  mat

t e r s  o f t r a n s l a t i o n  and t r a n s c r i p t i o n .  In th e  c i t a t i o n s  

from t h e i r  works, J have m o s t ly  a v a i le d  m y s e l f  o f  the Eng

l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n s  a lr e a d y  com p leted . Yet on account o f  

the g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  between EngliBh and Chinese I have had 

to  u se  them w ith  t h e  o r ig i n a l  t e x t s  s id e  by s i d e ,  and p a s s a 

g es  quoted from them were o f t e n  improved and adapted w ith 

out s p e c ia l  i n d ic a t io n s  which seemed to  me q u i t e  u n n e c e ssa 

r y .  As t o  m a tte r s  o f  t r a n s c r i p t i o n ,  I have fo l lo w e d  f o r  

Chinese th e  famous Wade’ s system  only  w ith  s l i g h t  v a r i a t i o n s ,  

and fo r  P a l i  and S a n sk r it  th o s e  adopted by pop ular  w r i t e r s .

The work th u s  e x te n d in g  over suoh a v a s t  f i e l d ,  I

iv



am b o  much in d e b te d  t o  p .. number o f  t e a c h e r s  and f r i e n d s  

t h a t  I can h a r d ly  r e l a t e  eaoh  in  d e t a i l  h e r e .  I t  was t o  

my deep r e g r e t  t h a t  P r o f e s s o r  T u f t s  r e t i r e d  l a s t  C h ristm as  

when I had done one q u a r te r  o f  th e  /h o le  work, and t h a t  

P r o f e s s o r  Mead p a s se d  away l a s t  A p r i l  b e f o r e  I com p leted  i t .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  t i m e l y  v i o i t  o f  p r o f e s s o r  A. ? .  Brogan  

from T exas t o  C hicago  i n  t h e  w in te r  and s p r i n g  q u a r t e r s ,  

1 9 3 1 , d id  b r in g  a new encouragem ent and f r e s h  improvement 

to  th e  work w h ich  was co m p le te d  on t h e  eve  o f  h i3  d e p a r t u r e ,  

I am a l s o  o b l ig e d  to  P r o f e s s o r  E . A. B u r tt  f o r  t h e  v a r io u s  

s u g g e s t io n s  he made in  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  scop e  and n a tu r e  o f  

th e  s t u d y ,  and to  P r o f e s s o r  A. E . Haydon o f  t h e  D epartm ent  

o f  Com parative R e l i g i o n  who k i n d l y  e x te n d e d  h i s  h e l p  beyond  

d ep artm en ta l b o u n d a r ie s  in  making v a lu a b le  comments upon my 

tr e a tm e n t  o f  C h in e se  and Hindu t h i n k e r s  i n  t h i s  w ork. L ik e 

w i s e ,  I must th a n k  M e s s r s .  Ho L in and Wang F u n g-C h ia i f o r  

t h e i r  f r i e n d l y  encouragem ent and s c h o l a r l y  s t i m u l a t i o n  in  

th e  s tu d y  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  developm ent o f  E a s te r n  and W est

ern  t h o u g h t .  F i n a l l y ,  th ou gh  I made t h e  b ib l io g r a p h y  o f  

E a ste rn  p h i lo s o p h e r s  l a r g e l y  a t  t h e  Columbia U n i v e r s i t y  L i

b r a r y ,  New York C i t y ,  and t h e  C o n g r e s s io n a l  L ib r a r y  a t  

W ashington, D. C . ,  d u r in g  my ea stw a rd  t r i p  l a s t  summer, I  

must n o t  f o r g e t  t o  acknow ledge my in d e b t e d n e s s  t o  my young

e r  b r o t h e r ,  Mr, L iao  Wen«ih, \^io h a s  s e n t  me from N an king ,
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China, any C hinese  m a t e r ia l  wanted s i n c e  I s t a r t e d  t h i s  

w r it in g  towards t h e  c l o s e  o f  l a s t  O cto b er .

W. K. L iao

C hicago , I l l i n o i s ,

June 1 5 , 1931 •
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MORALITY VERSUS LEGALITY

H is t o r i c  A n a ly se 8 o f  th e  M o tiv a t in g  P a s to r s  

o f  S o c ia l  Conduct

C h ap ter  I •

INTRODTJCTION

A. Scope and P u rp ose

The o b j e c t iv e  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  I s  n o t  t o  d e a l  w ith  th e  

t r a d i t io n a l  in t e r p r e t a t io n s  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n  betw een  law  and  

m orals in  p a r t i c u la r ,  but t o  t r a c e  how em inent th in k e r s  in  

th e  West and th e  E a st have a ttem p ted  t o  a n a ly z e  th e  m o tiv a t

in g  f a c t o r s  of s o c i a l  co n d u ct a s  ju d ged  t o  be e i t h e r  l e g a l  or  

m oral or b o th ; and in  s o  d o in g , t o  in q u ir e  in t o  th e  i n t e r 

a c t io n  o f  th e  community and th e  in d iv id u a l  th ro u g h  h i s t o r i c  

s t u d ie s  and co m p a ra tiv e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  I t  th e r e fo r e  im p l ie s  

a tw o fo ld  aim in  v iew s c o m p a r a t iv e ly , t o  s tu d y  th o s e  em inent 

th in k e r s '  a n a ly s e s  o f th e  m o t iv a t in g  f a c t o r s  o f  s o c ia l  con

d u c t;  and h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  to  s tu d y  how ea ch  one a s  an in d iv id 

u a l  member i s  d eterm in ed  by h i s  community and how h e  a s  an  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  le a d e r  r e a c t s  upon i t .

That th e  in d iv id u a l  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a prod u ot at' th e  

com m unity, and y e t  may b y  chance become a g u id e  o f  i t ,  form s 

th e  s t a r t in g  p r o p o s i t io n  o f  th e  w h o le  s t u d y .

The p h y s io lo g ic a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  i s  

determ ined  by h e r e d i t y  and en v iro n m en t, h i s  o u t lo o k  o f  l i f e



and fram e o f  m ind , l a r g e l y  by h ie  s o c i a l  c ir c u m s ta n c e s .  S in c e  

th e r e  a r e  n e v e r  tw o  in d iv id u a l s  m e n ta l ly  and p h y B lo a lly  a l i k e ,  

e v er y o n e  h a s  h i s  own p e c u l ia r  b io g ra p h y  woven ou t w ith  h i e  

p e r s o n a l  a s s e t s  b eq u ea th ed  b y  h i s  n a tu r a l  and s o o i a l  c ircu m 

s ta n c e s *  H is  " s e l f *  i s  n o th in g  b u t tn e  a c c id e n t a l  c o m p o s ite  

o f  su ch  p e r s o n a l  a s s e t s  d e term in ed  by c e r t a i n  d e f i n i t e  f a c 

to r s *  T h u s, th e  b io g ra p h y  o f  G oethe v i v i d l y  r e f l e c t s  c e r 

t a in  c u r r e n t s  h a v in g  t h e i r  o r ig in a l  f o u n t a in s  i n  h i s  n a tu r a l  

and s o o i a l  c ir c u m sta n c e s *  E q u a lly  in  h e a l t h ,  w e a l th ,  g en 

i u s ,  k n o w led g e , dem eanor, and l o n g e v i t y ,  he had a  ohanoe o f  

w hich he made th e  b e s t  u s e  he co u ld *  L if e  1b chance* I t  

i s  a  ch an ce  c o m b in a tio n  o f  c e r t a in  u n - r e la t e d  f a c t o r s *  From 

th e  c r a d le  t o  th e  g ra v e  e v er y b o d y  c a r v e s  out a  u n iq u e  c a r e e r  

th rou gh  h i s  n a t u r a l  and s o c i a l  c ir c u m sta n c e s  and th r o u g h  

t h ic k  and th in *

h i l e  th e  p r im ary  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h i s  work l i e s  i n  e a c h  

i n d iv i d u a l ' s  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  m o t iv a t in g  f a c t o r s  o f  s o o ia l  

co n d u ct w ith  h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n  w ith  th e  com m unity in  th e  b a ck 

ground , s in o e  d i f f e r e n t  co m m u n ities  d i s c i p l i n e  t h e i r  members 

by d i f f e r e n t  means mid th ro u g h  d i f f e r e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and  

s in c e  d i f f e r e n t  in d iv id u a l s  r e a c t  upon t h e i r  co m m u n ities  

in  d i f f e r e n t  w ays, i f  ea ch  in d iv id u a l  r e f l e c t s  h i s  e n v ir o n 

ment a t  a l l ,  how much more v i v i d l y  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  mo

t i v a t i n g  f a c t o r s  o f  s o c i a l  co n d u ct a s  Judged  t o  b e  e i t h e r  

m oral or l e g a l  or b o th , w i l l  a t  th e  same t im e  r e f l e c t  th e  

ways h i s  com m unity d i s c i p l i n e s  him and h i s  f e l l o w  members
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a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  way he a d j u s t s  h i m s e l f  t o  i t *  I f  he i s  u s e d  

t o  s o l v i n g  p ro b lem s in  th e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  I n t e l l e c t u a l  back

ground and th r o u g h  h i s  fram e o f  m in d , and i f  p h i lo s o p h y  i s  

th e  c o m p le t e ly  and c o n s i s t e n t l y  u n i f i e d  k n o w le d g e , su ch  a  

p r a c t i c a l  p rob lem  a s  t h a t  o f  th e  m o t iv a t in g  f a c t o r s  o f  s o 

c i a l  c o n d u c t ,  e v e r y  g r e a t  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  w h eth er  In  th e  S a s t  

or i n  th e  W est, m ust n e e d s  s o l v e  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  h i s  

T hole sy s te m  o f  th o u g h t*  T h e r e fo r e  our m ain  t a s k  in  th e  

f o l lo w in g  c h a p te r s  i s  t o  d e s c r ib e  and i n t e r p r e t  how e v e r y  

g r e a t  h i s t o r l o  a n a l y s i s  o f th e  m o t iv a t in g  f a c t o r s  o f  s o c i a l  

co n d u ct r e v e a l s  a  p e c u l i a r  p h a se  o f  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  th e  

comm unity and th e  in d iv id u a l*

B eca u se  few  o f t h e  t h in k e r s  e v e r  made t h e  a n a l y s i s  

o f  th e  m o t iv a t in g  f a c t o r s  o f  s o o i a l  c o n d u o t th e  s u b j e c t  o f  

any s p e c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and e x p o s i t i o n ,  i t  i s  p r e r e q u i s i t e  

t o  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  s b  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  o f  t h e i r  s o 

l u t i o n s  o f  th e  p rob lem  t h a t  a  p r e p a r a to r y  w o rk in g  out o f  

c e r t a in  d e f i n i t i o n s  s h o u ld  be a t te m p te d  w ith  a  t e n t a t i v e l y  

g e n e r a l iz e d  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  prob lem *

B . D e f i n i t i o n s

However u n iq u e  th e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  o f  e v e r y b o d y  may 

b e , s o c i e t y  i s  u n i t y  i n  d i v e r s i t y *  The e o n a u n l t y ,  com posed  

o f  i n t e r a c t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  e a c h  w ith  h i s  own p e c u l ia r  b io 

g ra p h y , d e p en d s f o r  i t s  u n i t y  upon t h e  common o b se r v a n c e  b y  

i t s  members o f  c e r t a i n  c r e e d s  or p a t t e r n s  p r e v a i l i n g  a s  t h e
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b in d in g  t i e s  o f  t h e i r  group  l i f e .  S v e r y  member n ew ly  ad

m it te d  in t o  th e  com m unity h a s t o  le a r n  t o  con form  h i e  b e

h a v io r  t o  i t s  s o c i a l  p a t t e r n s .  Thus s o o i a l  l i f e  a lw a y s  

means e d u c a t io n .  The tra j t i « . i  frr-ra sp o n ta n e o u s  a c t io n
V *

t o  a c t io n  w e l l  r e g u la t e d  bj group  d i s c i p l i n e s  c o n t in u a l ly  

g o e s  on u n t i l  th e  b eh a v l or o f  a  new -born hungry bab y m ight 

e v e n t u a l ly  d e v e lo p  in t o  th e  c o n d u ct o f  a  v e t e r a n  d ip lo m a t  

a t  an in t e r n a t io n a l  b a n q u e t . C onduct 1b th e n  a c t i o n  r eg u 

la t e d  by c r e e d s  p r e s c r ib e d  b y  some im p e l l in g  f a c t o r  w h eth er  

i t  be t h e  ch u rch  or th e  s c h o o l  or th e  s t a t e  or th e  in d iv id 

u a l ’ s c o n s c i e n c e ,  Mvei*y p h a se  o f human co n d u ct c a r r ie d  in  

r e sp o n se  t o  th e  com m unity i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  found in  a c c o r d  

w ith  th e  d i c t a t e s  o f  some one f a c t o r  and a t  th e  same tim e  

may b e  in  d is c o r d  w ith  t h o s e  o f some o th e r  f a c t o r .  I t  i s  

s o c i a l  in  so  f a r  a s  i t  p r o v e s  c o n t r ib u t iv e  t o  t h e  p r o o e s s  o f  

group l i f e ;  and a n t i - s o c i a l  i f  u l t i m a t e l y  d e tr im e n t a l  th e r e 

t o .  M ilto n  n ig h t  h ave  r eg a r d e d  h i s  own a c t i o n  i n  r e v o l t in g  

a g a in s t  th e  governm ent o f  t h e  S tu a r t  d y n a s ty  a s  s o o i a l  con 

d u ct on th e  ground t h a t  a lth o u g h  i n  d i s c o r d  w ith  th e  p re 

v io u s  c r e e d s  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  i t  was c a r r ie d  out in  f t t l l  a c c o r d  

w ith  th e  c h e r is h e d  i d e a l s  o f  h i s  f e l l o w  P u r ita n s  a s  w e l l  a s  

w ith  th e  d i c t a t e s  o f  h i s  own c o n s c ie n c e ,  and t h a t  in  t h e  

lo n g  run i t  w ould  p rove  c o n t r i b u t i v e  t o  th e  p r o o e s s  o f  th e  

group l i f e  o f  h i s  com m unity*

U n d e r ly in g  a l l  human a c t i o n ,  th e r e  a r e  v a r io u s  f a c 

t o r s ,  w h ich  in  f u n c t io n  now c o o p e r a te  a s  f r i e n d s  end th e n



compete a s  fosB# These may be c l a s s i f i e d  in t o  th r e e  groups*  

f i r s t ,  spontan eou s f a c t o r s  such a s  th e  im p u lses o f  s e l f -  

p r e se r v a t io n  and sp ec  ie s -p e r p e tu a t  io n ;  seco n d , norm ative  

f a c to r s  such a s th e  f a m ily ,  th e  ch u rch , th e  s c h o o l ,  and th e  

s t a t e ;  and t h ir d ,  a d a p tiv e  f a c t o r s  Buoh a s  th e  p e r c e iv in g ,  

f e e l i n g ,  knowing, J u d g in g , and r e a s o n in g , a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  

mind which in  th e  form o f  " co n sc ien ce*  fu n c t io n s  in  moral 

s i tu a t io n s #  They are a lto g e th e r  t h e  m o tiv a tin g  f a c t o r s  of  

s o c i a l  c o n d u ct# G o cia l conduct th e r e fo r e  a lw ays conform s 

to  the d i c t a t e s  e i t h e r  o f  a l l  th e s e  f a c t o r s  or o f  some o f  

them or of on ly  one of them .

The v a r io u s  ways in  w hich  th e s e  im p e ll in g  f a c to r s  

determ ine th e  a c t io n  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  in  the c o m m n ity , may 

be e n t i r e l y  s im i la r  and may be in c o m p a tib ly  d i f f e r e n t #

Through prom ises o f reward or through  t h r e a t s  o f  p u n ish 

ment or through  a llo w a n c es  fo r  p r e f e r e n t ia l  c h o ic e  or through  

to le r a n c e  f o r  s e l f -d e t e r m in a t io n ,  human a c t io n  i s  r e g u la te d  

by th e  d i c t a t e s  o f th e  m o tiv a tin g  fa c to r s #  The ways o f  de

term in a tio n  or th e  p r in c ip le s  o f m o tiv a tio n  become " in te r 

n a liz e d *  or " s u b je o t if ie d *  a s  m o tiv e s  o f condu ct a s  soon  a s  

th e  in d iv id u a l b e g in s  t o  conform  h is  a c t io n  to  th e  s o c ia l  

p a tte r n s  o f h is  coranunity# I t  i s  p r im a r ily  th e se  com peting  

m o tiv es o f oonduot a s  found in  th e  s e n se  o f  f e a r ,  o f  h op e, 

of l o v e ,  or o f  d u ty , th a t  are t o  answer th e  q u e s t io n  a s  t o  

whether s o o ia l  condu ct i s  l e g a l  or m ora l# T h is i s  th e  In 

t r i n s i c  d i f f e r e n t i a t io n  o f m o r a lity  from l e g a l i t y #



E x t r i n s i c a l l y ,  t h e  m o r a l i t y  and th e  l e g a l i t y  o f  so 

o i a l  co n d u ct a re  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  by th e  p a t t e r n s — e i t h e r  m oral 

or l e g a l — t o  w h ich  a c t i o n  c o n fo r m s . I n t r i n s i c  a l l y , h ow ever , 

th e y  a r e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  b y  th e  w ays o f  d e te r m in a t io n  on th e  

p a r t  o f  th e  d i s c i p l i n i n g  community and s im u lt a n e o u s ly  by  

th e  modes o f  o b l ig a t io n  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  s e l f - a d j u s t i n g  

in d iv i d u a l ,  a lth o u g h  b o th  o f  them  a r e  e q u a l l y  d e r iv e d  from  

th e  c o n fo r m ity  o f a c t i o n  t o  s o o i a l  p a t t e r n s #  They do n o t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  r e f e r  to  th e  a c t u a l  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  con d u ct*

The n a tu re  o f  i t s  m o tiv e  a lo n e  can d e ter m in e  them # The 

conduot c a r r ie d  in  c o n fo r m ity  t o  th e  Ten Commandraents or  

to  th e  p r e c e p t s  o f  th e  T w elve T a b le s ,  i s  l e g a l  i f  s im p ly  

v iew ed  from  th e e x t r i n s i c a l  e t& n d p o in t , and m oral i f  th e  

d i c t a t e s  o f  th e  n o rm a tiv e  f a c t o r s  c o in c id e  w ith  th o s e  o f  

th e  a d a p t iv e  f a c t o r s  or a r e  a p p ro v ed  b y  c o n s c ie n c e #  In  e a s e  

th e  in d iv id u a l  e n c o u n te r s  t o o  much c o n f l i c t  b etw een  th e  norm

a t iv e  and th e  a d a p t iv e  f a c t o r s ,  t o o  much d is c r e p a n c y  b e tw een  

th e  d i c t a t e s  o f  h i s  own c o n s c ie n c e  and th e  la w s  o f  th e  

s t a t e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  h e  w i l l  r e a c t  upon t h a t  en v iro n m en t in  

some d e f i n i t e  way# That i s  t o  s o y ,  in  su ch  a  s i t u a t i o n  h e  

has t o  r e a d ju s t  h im s e l f  s o c i a l l y ,  w h ich  may ta k e  a n y  o f  

such p r o c e s s e s  a s  s u b j u g a t io n ,  s u b m is s io n , h a r m o n iz a t io n ,  

d e s e r t io n ,  i s o l a t i o n ,  and r e p u d ia t io n #  l ie n e e , th e  r i s e  o f  

th e  d e b a te  on th e  q u e s t io n  a s t o  th e  r ig h t  o f  r e v o lu t io n  

on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  a g a in s t  a n y  s o o i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  

w ith in  h i s  oomzminlty, and a l s o  th e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th a t
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r ig h t  on m ora l and l e g a l  b a s e a .

T h rou ghou t cur w h o le  h i s t o r i c  a n a ly s e s  o f  th e  in o t i— 

r a t in g  f a o t o r s  o f  s o o i a l  c o n d u c t ,  “m o r a l i t y "  and " l e g a l i t y "  

a r e  th r o u g h  and th r o u g h  ta k e n  n o t in  th e  s u b s t a n t i v e  b u t in  

th e  a t t r i b u t i v e  s e n s e .  S o c ia l  c o n d u c t  i s  l e g a l  i n  s o  f a r  

a s  i t s  m o t iv e  i s  im p osed  from  w ith o u t  th r o u g h  c o m p u lso r y  

d e te r m in a t io n  b y  means o f  t h r e a t s  and p r o m is e s ,  and i t s  p r o 

c e s s  t a k e s  th e  form  o f in v o lu n t a r y  o b se r v a n c e  o f  e x t e r n a l  

r u l e s .  0*?ing t o  th e  e n f o r c e a b i l i t y  o f  i t s  c r e e d  b y  o u te r  

a u t h o r i t y ,  l e g a l  c o n d u ct can th u s  c la im  i t s  c e r t a i n t y  in  

p r i n c i p l e ,  u n i f o r m it y  in  c h a r a c t e r ,  u n i v e r s a l i t y  i n  a p p l i 

c a t i o n ,  and c o x a m u n ic a b ility  th r o u g h o u t t h e  w h o le  com m unity*  

Y e t, i t  i n v o l v e s  no  a a lf - c le x n e n t  in  a n y  w is e  so  t h a t  i t  i s  

a lw a y s l i a b l e  t o  e x t e r n a l  f o r m a l i t y ,  i r r a t i o n a l  h a b i t ,  and  

a u to m a tic  i m i t a t i o n .  D i r e c t l y  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h i s ,  m o ra l co n 

d u ct i s  v o lu n t a r y  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n  from  w i t h i n  i n  c o n s e 

quence o f d e l ib e r a t e  judgm ent and s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w i t h  

th e  d i c t a t e s  o f c o n s c ie n c e  a s  i t s  norm s* I t  f i n d s  i t s  b a s i c  

m o tiv e  i n  t h o s e  o f s e l f - s a c r i f i c i a l  l o v e  and s e l f - a v o w in g  

d u ty  w ith  i t s  f i n a l  c o n t r o l l i n g  I n t e n t  a v o id in g  n o  r i s k  and 

w in n in g  n o  g a in *  I t  i s  n o t  t o  be e n f o r c e d  and c o m p e lle d  

but to  be p e r su a d e d  and c o n v in c e d *  The m o r a l i t y  o f  B o c ia l  

co n d u ct th u s  im p l ie s  p r iv a c y  in  p r i n c i p l e ,  r a t i o n a l i t y  in  

n a tu r e , i n d i v i d u a l i t y  In  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  and I n i t i a t i v e  in  th e  

group l i f e  o f  t h e  com m unity* H ow ever, s i n c e  i t s  p e r s o n a l  

l i b e r a l i s m  may ten d  t o  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  and  e x c l u s i v e n e s s ,
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m oral c o n d u c t  i s  l i a b l e  t o  r e a o r t  t o  m ere s e l f - a p p r o b a t i o n  

o f  a  h o l lo w  c o n s c i e n c e '

C . P ro b lem s and M eth od s

To t h e  p r o b le m  o f  m o r a l i t y  a g a i n s t  l e g a l i t y  t h e r e  

can b e  ta k e n  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  m ain  a p p r o a c h e s— p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

( o r ,  t o  b e  m ore e x a c t ,  m e t a p h y s ic a l ) ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  s o c i o 

l o g i c a l ,  and h i s t o r i c a l .  In  t h i s  s t u d y  we a r e  g o in g  t o  t a k e  

th e  h i s t o r i c a l  a p p r o a c h . In  f a v o r  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  

th e  i n d iv id u a l  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  p r o d u c t  o f  th e  com m u n ity , 

and y e t  may b e  c h a n c e  becom e a  g u id e  o f  i t ,  d i f f e r e n t  a r 

gum ents can  b e  a d v a n c e d . I f  t h e  w h o le  w ork u n d e r ta k e n  i n  

t h i s  s t u d y  b e  a  p r o o f  o f  th e  p r o p o s i t i  can a t  a l l ,  i t  m ust be  

a  h i s t o r i c a l  one w i t h  s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  p ro b lem  o f  

m o r a l i t y  a g a i n s t  l e g a l i t y .  Sueh b e in g  th e  e a s e ,  i n  t h e  

v a r io u s  t r e a t i s e s  a s  fou n d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r s  t h e r e  

w i l l  b e  b r o u g h t o u t e v id e n c e s  o f  p r o o f  b y  e n u m e r a tin g  d i f 

f e r e n t  s o c i a l  o r d e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n d iv i d u a l  a n a l y s e s  o f  th e  

m o t iv a t in g  f a c t o r s  o f  s o o i a l  c o n d u c t .

By t a k in g  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  a p p r o a c h  we s h a l l  f o l l o w  

I n d iv id u a l  t h i n k e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s o c i a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  

background o f  e a c h  o f  them  i n  c h r o n o l o g ic a l  o r d e r  a s  c l o s e l y  

a s  p o s s i b l e ,  f i r s t  i n  t h e  W est and th e n  in  t h e  E a s t .  More

o v e r , we m ust d e a l  w i t h  e a c h  t h in k e r  n o t  o n ly  i n  t h e  l i g h t  

o f  h i s  s o o i a l  e n v ir o n m e n t and p e r s o n a l  c a r e e r  b a t  p a r t i c u 

l a r l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  h i s  p r e c u r s o r s  and f o l l o w e r s .  F i n a l l y ,
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t o  s p e c i f y  a  group  o f  t h i iJ c e r s  who l i v e d  and ta u g h t  i n  a
N

B p e o ia l p e r io d  o f  h i s t o r y ,  we a h a l l  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h a t  p e r io d  

w ith  te r m s d e s ig n a t in g  seme a p e o i f i c  phaBe o f  t h e  in t e r *  

a c t io n  b e tw een  t h e  in d iv id u a l  and t h e  com m u nity .

J u s t  a s  e v e r y  h i s t o r i a n  m ust be f a i r  and j u s t  in  

d e a l in g  w it h  a n y  p e r s o n a l  f i g u r e  or group  o f  p e o p le  w h oever  

ap p eared  i n  th e  h i s t o r y  in  q u e s t io n ,  h e  who ta k e s  t h e  h i s *  

t o r i o a l  a p p ro a ch  t o  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  p rob lem  b y  en u m era tin g  

th e  u n iq u e  s o l u t i o n s  o f f e r e d  b y  d i f f e r e n t  w r i t e r s  and t h in k 

e r s ,  m ust d w e l l  f i r m l y  upon th e  im p a r t ia l  s ta n d p o in t  and  

assum e th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  S in f f lh lu n g  t o  any one o f  th em . ^7ith 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  he m ust sp ea k  on b e h a l f  o f  th e  th in k e r  who 

can no lo n g e r  s p e a k . i t h  a u t h o r i t y  he m ust a o t  a s  a  f a i r  

spokesm an o f  h im . To d e s c r ib e  t h e  e n v ir o n m e n ta l f a c t o r s  o f  

any a n c ie n t  sy s te m  o f  th o u g h t  in  term s o f  m odern s o o i a l  

f o r c e s  i s  a s  f a l s e  a s  t o  p i c t u r e  K ing Solom on d r e s s e d  i n  an  

e v e n in g  c o a t .  T h e r e fo r e  t h e  g u id in g  p r i n c i p l e  o f  an yon e  

who t a k e s  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  a p p ro a ch  m ust be " s t r u g g le  f o r  

o b j e c t i v i t y ."

I f  th e  s t u d y  p r o c e e d s  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  

ap p ro a ch , i t  ough t t o  be m ore s u g g e s t iv e  th a n  e x h a u s t iv e  

e s p e c i a l l y  so  s i n c e  i t  i s  u n n e c e s s a r y , i f  n o t  i m p o s s ib l e ,  t o  

e x h a u s t  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  c a ta lo g u e  o f  n am es, i d e a s ,  t h e o r i e s  

and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  What i t  m ust h i t  i s  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  p o i n t s  

c o n d u c iv e  t o  t h e  g o a l  a im ed  a t .  T h e r e fo r e ,  d e t a i l s  m ust 

he s u b o r d in a te d  t o  fu n d a m e n ta l i d e a s ,  and r e p e t i t i o n
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must b e  s u p p r e s s e d  w h i l e  i n i t i a t i o n  m u st  b e  e l a b o r a t e d  

r d th  s t r e s s .

The c o m p a r a t iv e  m ethod p r o v e s  h e l p f t t l  t o  t h e  h i s 

t o r i c a l  a p p r o a c h  t h e  m ore s o  w hen t h e  w h o le  p r o c e d u r e  e x 

p e c t s  t o  b e  o b j e c t i v e  and s u g g e s t i v e *  By u s i n g  t h e  com para

t i v e  m e th o d ,  t h e  s t u d y  v / i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  c e n t e r  arou n d  t h o s e  

v i t a l  p o i n t s  a s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  a im  i n  v i e w ,  and p o i n t s  

o f  d i f f e r e n c e  a s  w e l l  a s  s i m i l a r i t y  w i l l  come m ore and m ore  

t o  t h e  f o r e .  I?ur therm  o r e ,  i t  i s  o n l y  b y  m eans o f  t h e  com

p a r a t i v e  m ethod t h a t  one may e x p e a t  t o  w eav e  on t h e  same 

loom t h r e a d s  o f  t h o u g h t  w h ic h  a r e  i n  o r i g i n  e n t i r e l y  i r r e l 

e v a n t  t o  one a n o t h e r ,  and a n a l y z e  them  i n t o  s i m i l a r  c a t e 

g o r i e s  o r  subsum e them u n d er  common h e a d i n g s *  H o s t  im por

t a n t  among a l l ,  t h e  c o m ja r a fc iv c  m ethod  a lw a y s  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  

a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  f a c t o r s  o f  d i f f e r e n c e s .  T r u e ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  

a r e  c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  among t h e  f o u r  m a in  

c h a n n e ls  o f  p h i l o s o p h i c  t h o u g h t  i n  t h e  w o r ld — t h e  S e m i t i c  

and t h e  H e l l e n i c  i n  t h e  "Te s t ,  and t h e  Hindu and t h e  C h in e s e  

in  t h e  l a s t .  vre  m ig h t  t h e n  a s k  o u r s e l v e s ,  w h a t a r e  t h e  un 

d e r l y i n g  f o r c e s  o f  such  d i f f e r e n c e s  i f  m ankind can  c l a i m  t o  

have d e s c e n d e d  from  t h e  same a n c e s t r y  a t  a l l ?  R ig h t  h e r e  

th e  c o m p a r a t iv e  m ethod a t  once  d i r e c t s  our  a t t e n t i o n  t o  

t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  n a t u r a l  and s o c i a l  e n v ir o n m e n t .  I t  ad

m it s  o f  no d o u b t  t h a t  e a c h  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e s p o n s e  t o  l i f e  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  w o r ld ,  s o  l o n g  a s  i t  i s  m o u ld ed  u p  b y  a  u n iq u e

p h a se  o f  e n v ir o n m e n t ,  n a t u r a l  and s o c i a l ,  m ust ta k e  a  u n iq u e  

form .
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That la  tr u e  o f th e  g e n e r a l problem s o f  p h ilo so p h y , 

ia  a ls o  tr u e  o f th e  p a r t ic u la r  problem  o f m o r a lity  a g a in s t  

l e g a l i t y *  D if fe r e n t  s o o ia l  ord ers d ev e lo p ed  amid d i f f e r e n t  

n a tu ra l surroun din gs r e s t  upon d i f f e r e n t  b a ses  and pr oduoe 

d iv e r se  ty p e s  o f th eory*  The same environm ent f u l l  o f  d i 

v erse  s t im u li  can c a l l  f o r t h  d iv e r s e  ty p e s  o f  r e sp o n s e , to o *  

on th e  o th er  hand d i f f e r e n t  in d iv id u a ls  r e a o t  upon th e  same 

community in  d i f f e r e n t  ways and may attem p t to  tran sform  i t  

through d i f f e r e n t  means o f c o n tr o l*  L ik e w ise , th e  same in 

d iv id u a l on e x p r e ss in g  h im s e lf  b e fo r e  h i s  environm ent has 

the freedom  o f  p r e f e r e n t ia l  c h o ic e  betw een a l t e r n a t iv e  modes- 

between m o r a lity  and l e g a l i t y *  3o he oh ooses betw een d i f 

fe r e n t approaches t o  th e  same problem* Go we ch o o se  t o  take  

the h i s t o r i c a l  approach t o  th e  problem  of m o r a lity  a g a in s t  

l e g a l i t y  and u se  th e  com p arative  method t o  keep i t  o b je c t iv e  

and s u g g e s t iv e  in  th e  hope th a t  we may a r r iv e  a t  g e n u in e ly  

f r u i t f u l  r e s u l t s *

In th e  c o n c lu s io n  th e r e  w i l l  e v e n tu a l ly  a r is e  a  s id e  

i s s u e ,  and th a t  i s  th e  q u e s t io n  a s  t o  th e  f a c t o r s  o f  p r o g r e ss  

I t  i s  no su r p r ise  th a t  whoever b e l ie v e s  th e  in d iv id u a l  to  

be e s s e n t i a l l y  a  p rodu ct o f  th e  community, w i l l  a t  once r a is e  

th a t q u e s t io n :  Why p r o g r e ss  has been p o s s ib le ?  in  answer

in g  such a q u es tio n  we w i l l  be l e d  to  th e  problem  o f chance—  

the in e v it a b le  s id e  is s u e *  VJhile i t  i s  not th e  o b je c t iv e  o f  

t h i s  work t o  d lB cu ss  t h i s  problem  in  d e t a i l ,  some observa

t io n  of th e  r o le  chance p la y s  in  th e  c o u rse  o f  c u l tu r a l
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developm ent and s o o ia l  e v o lu t io n  w i l l  prove o o n tr ib u to r y  

to  th e  s t a r t in g  p r o p o s it io n  and h e lp fu l  t o  th e  p r o o f o f  

i t .
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Chapter I I .

COMMUNITY VERSUS INDIVIDUAL

F a cto r s  and A p o lo g is ts  o f S o c ia l  U n ity  in  th e  

A n cien t and M ediaeval v e s t

With th e  F a c to r s  and A p o lo g is ts  o f  S o c ia l U n ity  in  
th e  A ncient and M ediaeval Mest fo r  1 1 I n s t r a t io n , t h i s  chap
t e r  a ttem p ts to  t r a c e  how d i f f e r e n t  com m unities based  on 
d if f e r e n t  f a c t o r s  o f  s o c i a l  u n i t y  produce d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  
m ind. H erein  we aim t o  c o n s id e r  su ch  problem s a s  are  con
cerned  w ith  th e  form ation  and developm ent o f d i f f e r e n t  
s o c ia l  ord ers am idst d i s s im i la r  n a tu ra l su rro u n d in g s , th e  
d iv e r s e  u n d e r ly in g  grounds of s o c i a l  u n ity  among d i f f e r e n t  
p e o p le s , th e  dominant means o f s o c i a l  c o n tr o l in  t h e ir  
group l i f e ,  and f i n a l l y — y e t  m ost im portant o f  a l l — th e  
le a d in g  ty p e s  o f th e o ry  form u la ted  by cut s ta n d in g  a p o lo 
g i s t s  w ith  regard  to  t h e i r  cu rren t s o c i a l  and p r a c t i c a l  
p rob lem s. We s h a l l  f i r s t  c o n s id e r  th e  G reeks, then  th e  
Romans, th en  th e  Hebrews, and l a s t l y  th e  m ed iaeval C h ris
t i a n s .  We deem i t  l e g i t im a t e  to  ta k e  in to  g r e a te r  account 
than anybody e l s e  P la to  and Jesu s beoau.se t h e i r  te a c h in g s  
have u n d e r la in  W estern c u ltu r e  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  p o s te r 
i t y .

A. C ultured  C reeds and Creek T hinkers

1 .  The C u ltu ra l U n ity  o f  th e  A n cien t Creeks

The s o c ia l  u n i t y  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  Greeks was e s se n 

t i a l l y  a  c u ltu r a l  on e . W hile m ig ra tin g  in t o  G reece and r e 

ducing to  s la v e r y  th e  p r e v io u s  in h a b ita n ts  th e y  had con

quered from the a n t i c p i t y  of 1 ,6 0 0  B . C .,  th e  H e lle n ic  

t r ib e s  d isc a r d e d  th e  a n c ie n t  Aegean c i v i l i z a t i o n  a id  upon 

i t s  r u in s  put t h e ir  own. Urban l i f e  h av in g  d is p la c e d  noma

d ic  l i f e ,  Greek c i v i l i z a t i o n  sta rted  from th e  c i t y  o r g a n iz e -
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t io n  a t  oaoe . On accou nt o f th e  topography o f  the Greek 

p e n in su la , th e  H e lle n e se  had to  rem ain s c a t t e r e d  autonomous 

com m unities. They co u ld  s c a r c e ly  e n jo y  any p o l i t i c a l  uni^r  

held  hy th e m s e lv e s . Kven th e  s h o r t - l iv e d  Macedonian a s p ir e ,  

under w h ich , no d o u b t, a l l  th e  c i t y - s t a t e s  had been once 

brought to g e th e r , d is in t e g r a t e d  upon th e  death  o f  A lexander  

in  323 B . C. T h eir  c u l t u r e ,  how ever, w h ile  d evelop ed  in  

d if f e r e n t  c i t i e s ,  was a  u n ity  wrought out o f  d iv e r s i t y }  i t  

was a product o f t h e i r  common i n t e r e s t s  and i d e a l s ,  and in  

consequence became th e  common b a s is  o f  t h e ir  s o c ia l  o rd er .

R e lig io n  f a i l e d  to  fu r n is h  th e  Greeks xvith any  

f ir m ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i a l  bond a s  i t  m ight have dons e l s e 

where. The r e l ig io n  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  Greeks d id  not d evelop  

any p r ie s th o o d  or i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c e n t e r ,  h a v in g  no sa cred  

books l ik e  th e  B ib le  or th e  Vedas and no a u t h o r i t a t iv e  s y s 

tem o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  t e a c h in g s .  R e lig io u s  p r a c t io e  was 

ra th er  a fu n c t io n  o f th e  fa m ily  and th e  c i t y - s t a t e . .  The 

Olympian gods and g o d d esse s  were more human in  shape and 

temperament than d iv in e )  th e y  w ere , a s  d e p ic te d  by Homer in  

h is  *H ad »nd Odeaeey. by  no means m o r a lly  su p e r io r  t o  th e  

Greek p e o p le .  The e p ic  poems o f Homer a s  w e l l  a s  th e  t r a 

g e d ie s  o f  A e sc h y lu s , th e  com edies o f  A r isto p h a n e s , and th e  

l ik e *  how ever, a t  l e a s t  u n i f ie d  th e  s c a t t e r e d  Greeks in  

th e ir  common a t t i t u d e  o f l i t e r a r y  c r e a t io n  and a p p r e c ia t io n .  

The c e n te r  o f  Greek c u ltu r e  was th e  "noble man"— man e l e 

g a n tly  c o n s id e r e d . In d eed , i t  was l i t e r a t u r e ,  a r t ,  s c ie n c e ,



and p h ilo so p h y , th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  c u l t u r a l  a tta in m en ts  o f  

a n c ien t G reeks, th a t m ain ta in ed  th e  o o c ia l  u n ity  o f  th e  

peop le  w h ile  th e y  were d is p e r se d  in  th e  m u tu a lly  in d ep en 

dent and sometim e j e a lo u s  c i t y - s t a t e s .

C h a r a c te r is t ic  o f  th e  m e n ta lity  of th e  Greeks was 

th e ir  f a i t h  in  in t e l l i g e n c e  and lo r e  o f  wisdom* R e lig io u s  

id ea s  n a tu r a l ly  f a i l e d  t o  form  e i t h e r  th e  s t a r t in g - p o in t  or  

the b a s is  of Greek sp e c u la t io n *  The d iv in e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  

found in  th e  Homeric poems were rep u d ia ted  b y  many a  p h i lo 

sopher of l a t e r  t im e s  a s  f a n c i f u l  or f i c t i t i o u s *  A side  

from a l l  s o r t s  of r e l ig io u s  b ia s  a l l  em inent Greek th in k e r s  

from T h a les onward attem p ted  t o  d ev e lo p  genu in e p h i lo s o p h i

ca l system s* Though th e  age v;as not one o f g r e a t  i n t e l l e c 

tu a l d i s c o v e r ie s ,  y e t  th e y  had th e  a b i l i t y  o f  a b s tr a c t  gen

e r a l iz a t io n  in  c la r i f y in g  and o r g a n iz in g  any m a te r ia l be

queathed by t h e ir  p r e d e c e sso r s  or aocum ulated from  abroad*

At the b eg in n in g  th e y  c o n s id e r e d  th e  problem  o f  th e  u lt im a te  

r e a l i t y  of th e  u n iv e r se }  th en  th e  problem  o f  change th e r e in  

in vo lved *  'Te an w h ile ,  th e y  came t o  a t ta c k  th e  problem s o f  

knowledge and conduct* I t  was not u n t i l  th e  a o o la l  order  

and u n ity  o f th e  p e o p le  was c h a lle n g e d  by d is r u p t iv e  fo r c e s  

from w ith ou t and w ith in  th a t  g r e a t  th in k e r s  l i k e  P la to  and 

A r is t o t le  began t o  tak e  s e r io u s ly  such  p r a c t ic a l  problem s 

as th a t o f th e  m o tiv a tin g  fa c to r s  o f  o on d u ct in  b o th  p r iv a te  

and p u b lic  l i f e *  T h er e fo r e , th e  f a i t h  o f  th e  Greeks in  

in t e l l ig e n c e  and lo v e  o f  wisdom saw i t s  f u l l  bloom i n  P la to
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and r ip e  f r u i t  in  A r i s t o t l e .  P h ilo so p h y  was th e  m ost en

d u r i n g  c u ltu r a l  fa c to r  o f t h e i r  s o c ia l  u n i t y .  In t h e i r  

le g a c y  th a t has en r ich ed  th e  c u ltu r e  and le a r n in g  o f  sub

sequent g e n e r a t io n s , p h ilo so p h y  i s ,  no d o u b t, t h e i r  h ig h 

e s t  p r id e .

Gince s o o ie t y  fo r  th e  Greeks v/as th e  c i t y - s t a t e ,  

in  which a lo n e  th e y  cou ld  r e a l i z e  th e ir  s o c i a l  and e t h ic a l  

l i f e ,  no Greek th in k e r  ever raade a c le a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  be

tween 's ta te "  and " s o o ie ty ,"  " p o l i t i c a l"  and " s o c ia l ,"  

" lega l"  and "m oral." L egalism  was in  e f f e c t  su b ord in a ted  

as a means to  m oralism — moral ism  a t l e a s t  among the " c i t i 

zen s."  Such a c o n c e p tio n  a c t u a l ly  dom inated th e  s o c ia l  

and e th ic a l  te a c h in g s  of P la to  and A r i s t o t l e .  The p r e 

ju d ic e  o f th e  Greeks a g a in s t  th e  conquered p e o p le  le d  to  

th e  r i s e  o f th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of s la v e r y , vh ich  b o th  th e se  

th in k e r s  J u s t i f i e d .  T h e ir  cCLose a s s o c ia t io n  o f th e  in d i 

v id u a l w ith  th e  s t a t e  r e f l e c t s  th e  f a c t  th a t among a n c ie n t  

Greeks th e  t y p ic a l  member o f s o o ie t y  was t h e  c i t i z e n  of th e  

r u lin g  c l a s s .  So d oes t h e ir  co n cep tio n  o f law s made by men 

and lo r  men. The freq u en t c o n f l i c t s  betw een c i t y - s t a t e s  

as w e ll  ao s o c ia l  v i c e s  found t h e r e in ,  and, what was m ore, 

the h id den  enm ity betw een th e  Greeks and th e  surroun din g  

"barbarians,"  brought out th e  problem s of n a t io n a l s e c u r i t y  

and p r o s p e r ity  a s  w e l l  a s  o f human conduct and s o c ia l  or

g a n iz a t io n , t o  which th e  a t t e n t io n  of many a th in k e r  was 

e v e n tu a lly  drawn.
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2 .  P la t o *3 P erson al M oralism

Development of Moral P e r s o n a l i t y * --  With a deep  

b e l i e f  in  th e  power of p h ilo so p h y  t o  make man and s o c i e t y  

happy, P la to  (427-347  B .C .) ad vocated  th e  e x a l t a t io n  o f  

moralisra as th e  h ig h e s t  means of s o c ia l  c o n tr o l  through th e  

developm ent o f  moral p e r s o n a l i ty  o f  each in d iv id u a l .  H is  

vhole p h ilo s o p h ic a l sy stem , w ith  a p e r s i s t e n t  in te n t io n  to  r e 

form both man and s o c i e t y ,  was b o th  a f r u i t  and a g u id e  o f  

h is  n ge. Most c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f i t  i s  h i s  l i f e  c o n v ic t io n  

that th e  p h ilo so p h e r  f e e l s  i t  h i s  im p era tiv e  d u ty  t o  sa c 

r i f i c e  th e  b e st  o f  h is  manhood fo r  p u b lic  s e r v ic e  as a 

statesm an and l e g i s l a t o r ,  i f  he has th e  ch a n ce , a lth ou gh  

the l i f e  of seren e  co n tem p la tio n  o f  tr u th  forms h i s  supreme 

h a p p in e ss . D i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  s o c ia l  environm ent o f  

h is  d ay , P la to  gave up d e c i s i v e l y  h is  own chance fo r  p u b lic  

l i f e ,  and founded th e  Academy f o r  h i s  p u p ils  about 380 B .C .

He did n o t b e l ie v e  in  democracy on account of h i s  d is g u s t  

. i t h  th o s e  who n o m in a lly  procla im ed  th e m se lv e s  d em ocratic  

w h ile  com m itting la w le s s  v io le n o e ,  a s  in  th e  ca3e o f th e  

condem nation of C o c ra te s , h is  in s p ir in g  m a ste r , t o  d e a th .  

Throughout h i s  s c h o la r ly  c a re er  he c o n s t a n t ly  reproached  

the s o p h is t s  w ith  t h e i r  dependence f o r  l iv e l ih o o d  upon th e  

fe e s  o f th e ir  p u p i ls ,  v h ich  was in  h is  e y e s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

c o r r u p tio n . T h er e fo r e , l i k e  h is  m a ster , S o c r a te s , he a t 

tempted to  f in d  a r a t io n a l  b a s is  f o r  r ig h t  co n d u ct, on which
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he develop ed  th e  e n t i r e  c o u r se  o f  h ie  p h ilo s o p h ic  th o u g h t.

R egarding the m o tiv e s  o f  human condu ct P la to  s t a r t 

ed from h i s  c o n c e p tio n  o f th e  d u a l io t io  c h a r a c te r  of human 

nature— th e m a te r ia l ,  p h y s ic a l ,  and se n su a l on th e  one s i d e ,  

and th e  s p i r i t u a l ,  m en ta l, and i n t e l l e c t u a l  on th e  other*

Man i s  “th e  s o u l u s in g  th e  body,"  and th e r e fo r e  he must su b

ord in ate  th e  body t o  th e  s o u l ,  th e  low er to . th e  h ig h er  

e lem en ts o f h i s  n a tu re*  The s o u l  was c r e a te d  by God, and 

e x is te d  in  th e  d iv in e ,  s p i r i t u a l  world b e fo r e  i t  beoame 

entombed in  the body* On accou n t o f  i t s  d i v i n i t y  th e  "ten

dance o f  th e  sou l"  in  l i f e — w hich A* E . T ay lor  in t e r p r e t s  

as th e  developm ent o f  m oral p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  th e  supreme 

b u sin ess  o f  both  in d iv id u a l and s t a t e ;  and im ita t io n  o f  

God i s  n e c e ssa r y  &b r ig h t  and r e a so n a b le  r u le  o f  conduct*

Human n atu re  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  good but fo r  th e  h in 

drance o f  th e  s o u l  by th e  body* A c c o r d in g ly , th e r e  a r e  two  

p r in c ip le s  o f  b a s ic  m o tiv es  o f  human con d u ct— lo v e  of good 

and lo v e  o f  p le a su r e *  Good and p le a su r e  do not a lw ays  

ooin o id e*  The form er i s  s p i r i t u a l  and r e g u la t iv e ,  th e  l a t 

te r  la r g e ly  b o d ily  and sp ontan eou s*  In th e  ten d an ce  o f  th e  

sou l p le a su r e  must th e r e fo r e  be d i s c ip l in e d  by wisdom, w hich  

P la to  c o n s id e r s  a s  th e  h l ^ i e s t  v i r t u e ,  th e  m oral in s ig h t  or  

r ig h t judgment o f  good and e v i l*  The prim ary aim o f  l i f e  

ia  to  a t t a in  to  h a p p in e ss , and tr u e  h a p p in ess  must be a good

1* T a y lo r , P la t o ,  p* 2 0 7 , f .  1 .



and v irtu ou b  one* I t s  u lt im a te  g o a l i s  th e  Good which i s  

the h ig h e s t  w or ld -govern in g  power and p u rp ose; i t  i s  th e  

v ir tu e  o f v ir tu e s *  a s  regard  th e  v a r io u s  g u id in g  m o tiv e s  o f  

human con d u ct, P la to  worked out in  th e  R ep u b lic  a  soheme o f  

p r a c t ic a l  and p a r t ic u la r  v i r t u e s — wisdom, co u r a g e , and tem

perance— based on a th r e e fo ld  a n a ly s is  o f th e  humsn so u l  

in to  th e  r a t io n a l ,  th e  s p i r i t e d ,  and th e  a p p e t it iv e *  The 

r ig h t  a t t r ib u t io n  of t h e s e  v ir t u e s  a s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t o  d i f 

fe r e n t  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  community, which b r in g s  abou t a  g e n 

e r a l harmony in  c h a r a c te r  and good order in  oond uot, P la to  

d e sc r ib es  a s " J u s t i c e ." Such v ir t u e s  a s  th e s e  are  a p r io r i  

"forms’1 or " p atterns"  w hich are  c o n s t i tu e n t s  o f  r e a l i t y  in  

the s p i r i t u a l  w orld; and i t  i s  co n fo rm ity  t o  th e s e  p a tte r n s  

th a t c o n s t i t u t e s  th e  b a s is  o f r ig h t  condu ct whether s o c i a l  

or l e g a l  or m oral*

As to  how t o  oonform our ocnduot t o  th e s e  a  p r io r i  

s o e ia l  p a t t e r n s ,  P la to  a d vooa tes th e  acquirem ent o f  tr u e  

know ledge, whioh he reg a rd s as v ir tu o u s ,  a s  th e  m ental a t 

tainm ent by means o f w hich man can fu n c t io n  in  th e  way n a tu re  

meant him to  do* T h is c o n fu s io n  o f  v ir tu e  w ith  knowledge  

lea d s  P la to  to  make prao t i c  a l l y  no d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een w i l l  

and i n t e l l e c t *  The supreme fu n c t io n  o f  knowledge i s  t o  le a d  

the ocnduot o f  l i f e  tow ards th e  a tta in m en t o f  th e  tru e  good—  

in  sh o r t , to  d evelop  m oral p e r s o n a lity *

V ir tu e  a s  F oundation o f  Law and Government*—  I f  

oonduot f in d s  i t s  end and m otive  in  v i r t u e ,  th e  fo u n d a tio n
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o f law  and government mu at be v i r t u e ,  l ik e w is e *  I d e n t if y in g  

p h ilo so p h ic  good n ess w ith  knowledge o f  tru e  good , P la to  main

ta in s  good n ess to  be " te a c h a b le « H E d ucation  w ith  m usio fo r  

th e  c u l t iv a t io n  o f th e  mind and gymnasium fo r  th e  t r a in in g  

o f th e  body, i s  th e r e fo r e  th e  m ost s ig n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  under

ly in g  th e  improvement o f  conduct and th e  developm ent o f  mor

a l  p e r s o n a lity *  As th e  r e a l  o b je c t  o f  ten d in g  th e  so u l i s  

to  make u s f i t  fo r  c i t i z e n s h ip  both  in  th e  tem poral and in  

th e  e te r n a l  w o r ld , s o o ie t y  as th e  h ig h e s t  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  

human b e in g s  which o r ig in a te s  w ith  t h e ir  p e r c e p tio n  o f  i t s  

u t i l i t y ,  must have a s  i t s  u lt im a te  purpose th e  m oral educa

t io n  o f  i t s  members* Thus, in  h is  R ep u b lic . P la to  em phatic  

o a l ly  con ten d s th a t  s ta te sm a n sh ip  i s  n o th in g  but th e  p rac

t i c e  o f  the ten d an ce o f  th e  so u l on th e  la r g e  s c a l e ,  and 

th e r e fo r e  i t s  in d isp e n sa b le  q u a l i f i c a t io n  i s  wisdom le a d in g  

to  knowledge o f  moral v a lu e s*  I t  i s  th e  s c ie n c e  o f  th e  r ig h t  

oonduot o f  a f f a i r s  and th e  r ig h t  nidnage o f  l i f e *  The fu n c 

t io n  o f  th e  s t a t e  i s  to  conform  i t s  c i t i z e n s  to  th e  v a r io u s  

id e a l  s ta n d a rd s o f v ir t u e  a cco rd in g  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  in 

d iv id u a l f i t n e s B — th e  sta te sm en  to  wisdom, th e  w a rr io rs  t o  

courage, and th e  workers and th e  r e s t  to  tem perance* The 

law s o f  th e  s t a t e  which o r ig in a te  in  th e  m utual agreem ent 

or co n v en tio n  among men who have both  done and s u f fe r e d  in 

j u s t i c e ,  are  but means s e r v in g  t h e s e  m oral p u r p o se s . Con

v e n t io n a l in  o r ig in  th e y  are  som etim es made by th e  sa y in g s  

o f w ise  men* d .se  men make w ise  law s* Only a  m oral h e r o ,
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a s a in t ,  i s  f i t  to  be a  supreme r u le r  o f men* fo r  he p o s s e s s 

e s  enough wisdom and m oral in s ig h t*  The k in g  th e r e fo r e  muBt 

be a p h ilo so p h er *  I t  i s  th e  im p e r fe c t io n  o f  men th a t makes 

im perfeot law s*

v;ith  th e  thought th a t  i f  th e  r u le r  i s  m istak en  about 

h is  own i n t e r e s t  in  what he commands, and th ereb y  g iv e s  law  

in  e r r o r , ob ed ien ce  to  such commands i s  not j u s t i c e ,  P la to  

n a tu r a lly  ten d s to  i d e n t i f y  th e  law s o f c i v i l  r ig h t  w ith  

law s of p erso n a l m o r a lity  or a t  l e a s t  to  j u s t i f y  th e  rlg$rt 

o f r e s i s ta n c e  on the p a r t  o f  th e  c i t i z e n s  t o  tyran n y  on a  

moral b a s is *  P o l i t i c s  b e in g  in c lu d e d  in  e t h i c s ,  the law s 

of th e  id e a l  c i t y - s t a t e  sh ou ld  r e a l i z e  th e  moral ed u ca tio n  

of th e  c i t i z e n s *  E ducation  must th e r e fo r e  be op erated  under  

the c o n tr o l o f th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  body* I f  the c h a r a c te r  o f  

the c i t i z e n  i s  sound, law s are u n n e ce ssa ry ) i f  unsound, law s 

are u s e le s s *  The b a s is  o f  s o c i a l  order i s  “p erso n a l mor

a l  ism.'* Law i s  s im p ly  a  means t o  m orales l e g a l i t y  i s  to  

be . j u s t i f i e d  b y  m o r a lity *

In  the Statesm an P la to  a ttem p ts to  d e c id e  d e f i n i t e l y  

for  c o n s t i tu t io n a l is m  and , in  p a r t i c u la r ,  to  commend l im ite d  

monarchy* The ty r a n t  r u le s  by f o r c e s  and t h r e a t s )  but the  

king i s  a c ce p ted  by freem en w i l l i n g l y  a s  t h e ir  z u ler *  The 

law should  be supreme over  th e  monarch a s  over anybody e l s e * 1 

Y et, m onarchy, th e  r u le  o f  a  s in g le  p e r so n , i s  th e  b e s t  form

1* S tatesm an . 294 e t  s e c .
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o f government i f  i t  i s  s t r i o t l y  s u b je c t  t o  good fundam ental 

laws* Tyranny i s  s im p ly  th e  sh e e r  p e r so n a l r u le  w ith ou t  

laws* The law sh ould  r u le  in  g e n e ra l*  The l e g i s l a t o r ,  

w hile unable t o  p ro v id e  e x a c t ly  what i s  s u i t a b le  fo r  each  

p a r t ic u la r  c a s e ,  e n a o ts  law  f o r  th e  g e n e r a l good* "He w i l l  

la y  down law s In a g e n e r a l form fo r  th e  m a jo r ity , ro u g h ly  

m eeting the o a se s  of in d iv id u a ls ;  and some of them he w i l l  

d e l iv e r  in  w r it in g , and o th e r s  w i l l  b e  u n w r itte n ; and th e se  

l a s t  w i l l  be t r a d i t io n a l  custom s o f th e  co u n try ."  * A ll  

law s ao based  on c o n v e n tio n , e x p e r ie n c e , and sa y in g s  o f  w ise  

men of th e  a g e , r e q u ir e  renew al in  th e  co u rse  o f t im e .  

U ev erth e lesB , even though any reform er knows how th e  e x i s t 

in g  law s may be Improved, he must f i r s t  persuad e h i s  own

s t a t e  o f  th e  im provem ent, and th en  he may l e g i s l a t e ,  but
2not otherwise.

h i l e  in  th e  R ep u b lio  P la to  lo o k s  t o  an id e a l  com

munity w ith  w ise  r u le r s  p r e s c r ib in g  w ise  la w s , h i s  Laws,  

in which he s e t s  fo r th  hiB r e a l i s t i c  p o in t s  o f v ie w , d e a r l y  

r e fe r s  to  th e  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f  h i s  a g e . The apparent d i v i 

s io n  of so v e r e ig n  power betw een p er so n a l r u le  and p u b llo  

opin ion  i s  fu r th e r  d ev e lo p ed  th e r e in *  S in ce  th e  founda

t io n  and c r i t e r io n  o f  law  i s  v i r t u e ,  th o s e  la w s , in  ae  f a r  

as th e y  ten d  t o  prom ote v ir t u e  a s  a  w h o le , are g o o d . The 

ob ject o f such r e a so n a b ly  good law s— o f th e  C retan law s fo r
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i n s t a n c e - - i s  t o  make men happy# * The common law  o f  th e  

s t a t e  i s  "the sa cred  and g o ld en  cord  o f  r e a so n ,"  and i t s  

supremacy iB th e  s a l  r a t i  on o f th e  s t a t e #  ^ O bedience to  

im personal law  which i s  th e  s o le  so v e r e ig n  o f good govern -  

raent, i s  th e  n e c e ssa r y  a t t r ib u t e  o f  e v e r y  r u le r  a s  w e l l  as  

every su b je c t#  Laws are  u s e l e s s  u n le s s  th e  r u le r s  have been  

tra in ed  in  h a b it s  o f law# Any change in  th e  manners o f  th e  

s ta t e  i s  e a s i l y  a f f e c t e d  by the example o f  th e  r u le r  in  in 

d ic a t in g  th e  l i n e s  of conduct# I f  th e  r u le r  ta k e s  th e  

le a d , p e r su a s io n  a lo n e  i s  enough, com p u lsion  u n n ecessary#

The u tterm o st em phasis on th e  e d u c a tio n a l fu n c t io n  o f  th e  

s ta te  th u s le a d s  to  th e  advocacy o f  governm ent by exam p le.

In  a  P la to n ic  community j u d io ia l  a d m in is tr a t io n  i s  

sim ply  a kind of moral edu oation #  The purpose o f  law  i s  

p a r t ly  fo r  in s t r u c t io n ,  and p a r t ly  fo r  th o s e  who r e fu s e  t o  

be in s tr u c te d #  In th e  form er c a s e ,  th e  im p o r ta tio n  o f  th e  

knowledge of law  i s  n ecessa ry #  Only th e  ty r a n t  and never  

the w ise  l e g i s l a t o r  w ish e s  to  overawe th e  su b je o t  in t o  obe

d ien ce  by mere t h r e a t s  and prom ises#  The l e g i s l a t o r  would 

use p e r su a s io n  a s w e ll  a s  com p ulsion : he sh ould  not m erely

en u n cia te  an enactm ent o f law  and p r o v id e  i t  w ith  a sa n c t io n  

in  th e  form o f  a  p e n a lty  fo r  t r a n s g r e s s io n ,  but a l s o  t r y  to  

e n l i s t  th e  sym path ies, o f  d ecen t men on th e  s id e  o f  th e  law  

by p r e f ix in g  t o  h i s  whole l e g i s l a t i o n  and t o  th e  p r in c ip a l



* 24

d iv i s io n s  o f i t  "preambles'* e x p la in in g  th a t  th e  alm s o f th e  

l e g i s l a t i o n  and th e  b a se s  o f i t s  enactm ents are th e  f a i r -  

n ess o f  th e  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  tr a n s g r e s s io n #  These pream bles  

are in ten d ed  to  c r e a te  g o o d - w i l l ,  in  th e  p erson  a d d re ssed , 

towards th e  la w , and to  make i t  more a c c e p t a b le .

S in ce  th e  v e r y  s u b s t a n t ia l i t y  o f c r im in a l j u s t i c e ,

accord in g  to  P la t o ,  d o e s  prove th e  te a c h a b le n e s s  o f good- 
o

n e s s ,  th e  true aim o f  punishm ent i s  the re fo rm a tio n  o f th e  

o ffe n d e r , and death i s  o n ly  fo r  th e  in c u r a b le .  S in ce  " a ll  

wrong-doing i s  in v o lu n ta r y ,* th e  p en a l code can not be based  

on any d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een v o lu n ta ry  and in v o lu n ta r y , h i t  

on the d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een  th e  c a u s in g  of h u rt or  l o s s ,  and 

the v i o la t i o n  o f  a r ig h t .  T his e x te r n a l d i s t i n c t i o n  le a d s  

to  the consequ en t d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een an a c t io n  fo r  damages 

t:nd a c r im in a l p r o s e c u t io n . The c o u r t can s e t t l e  th e  f o r 

mer ca se  by the award o f  com p en sation , but in  th e  l a t t e r  c a se  

i t  mu3t irapoBe upon th e  o ffen d er  a p e n a lty  in ten d ed  to  make 

h is  so u l b e t t e r .  Thus in  c r im in a l ju r isp r u d en ce  P la to  has 

to ch oose  betw een th e  v in d ic a t iv e  and e d u c a tio n a l th e o r ie s  o f  

punishm ent. He d oes em phasise th e  l a t t e r  on th e  ground 

th at th e  judge p a s s in g  se n te n c e  on a  c r im in a l i s  a  p h y s ic ia n  

o f th e  c r im in a l ' s  s o u l .

3 .  A r i s t o t l e ' s  S o c ia l  M ora llsa

A r i s t o t le  (384 -322  B . C .} ,  th e  Oredc p h ilo so p h e r  who

1 . Op. c l t . .  718 -722  a .  2 .  P r o ta g o r a s .  3 2 3 c -3 2 4 d .
3. Lawa. 8 6 2 e .
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could t e a t  o rg a n ize  thought s y s t e m a t ic a l ly ,  e la b o r a te d  h i s  

moral ism— th e  le g a c y  of h i s  a g e  as w e ll a s  of h i s  m aster— on 

the b a s is  o f th e  i n s t i n c t i v e  s o c i a l i t y  of human n a tu r e . In  

h is  th in k in g  th e  a fterm ath  o f P la t o ' s  id e a s  seems in e v i t a b le ,  

and y e t  from th e  v e r y  b e g in n in g  of h i s  so h o la r ly  c a re er  he  

found h i s  d isagreem ent w ith  h is  m aster and th e n c e fo r th  a t 

tem pted t o  em ancipate h i s  own thought from h is  m a ster’ s po

s i t i o n  vh ich  he o f te n  o r i t i c i z e d  so  m in u te ly . He founded  

the Iyceum about 335 B. C. and taught p u p ils  under h i s  own 

r o o f .  The d i f f e r e n c e  betw een P la ton ism  and A r i s t o t e l ia n -  

ism , how ever, v âs e s s e n t i a l l y  due t o  t h e i r  d if f e r e n c e  in  

in t e l l e c t u a l  background. The Pythagorean in f lu e n c e  upon 

P la to  was c le a r ly  r e f l e c t e d  in  h is  m athem atical way o f rea 

so n in g . H is m ethod was d e d u c tiv e  and s y n t h e t ic ,  s t a r t in g  

from assum ptions drawn from contem porary l i f e  and e x p e r ien ce  

tin g ed  w ith  H e lle n ic  t r a d i t io n  and m e n ta lity  a s  w e ll a s  w ith  

Homeric anthropom orphism . The m a te r ia l fo r  h i s  w r it in g ,  on 

the w hole, was la r g e ly  d e r iv e d  from  h is  own i n t e l l e c t u a l  

sp e c u la t io n . In c o n tr a s t  w ith  t h i s  th e  e a r ly  in t e r e s t  o f  

A r is to t le  in  p h y s ic a l  s c ie n c e  and b io lo g y , due to  h i s  de

scent from a m ed ica l f a m ily ,  e v e n tu a lly , le d  him t o  b a se  h i s  

s c i e n t i f i c  in q u ir y  not on th e  a b s tr a c t io n s  o f m athem atics but 

on the more c o n c r e te  su b je c t  of b io lo g y .  P o l i t i c a l  and so 

c ia l  chaos in  h i s  days n a tu r a l ly  drew h is  a t t e n t io n  tow ards 

em pirical o b s e r v a t io n . C orresponding rou gh ly  t o  P la t o ’ s
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r e la t io n  to  D io n y s iu s  I I ,  1 A r is to t le * 8  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  

Alexander th e  Great o f  M acedonia g r e a t ly  i n t e n s i f i e d  h i s  in 

t e r e s t  in  p o l i t i c a l  s u b je o ts  and a ls o  h i s  sym pathy fo r  

the m onarchic form o f  government* H is method was in d u c t iv e  

and a n a l y t i c a l ,  h i s  approach b io lo g ic a l  and o b je c t iv e !  a l 

though l ik e  P la to  he had a supreme f a i t h  in  rea so n  and a t 

tempted t o  o o n fo m  h is  th ou gh t to  r a t i  anal p r in c ip le s  a s  

c lo s e ly  a s  p o s s ib le *

M eta p h y s io a lly  A r i s t o t le  m ain ta in ed  r e a l i t y  to  be 

"form* e x p ressed  in  '•m atter•* "Matter" b e in g  th e  p r in c ip le  

of p o t e n t i a l i t y  and *form" th e  p r in c ip le  o f  a c t u a l i t y ,  r e a l 

i t y  i s  r a th e r  a  p o t e n t i a l i t y  in  the con tin u ou s p rooeoe o f  

a c tu a liz a t io n *  A r e a l  human b e in g  i s  th e r e fo r e  th e  u n ity  

of so u l and body w hich i s  s im i la r ly  found in  a co n tin u o u s  

p ro cess o f a c tu a l iz a t io n *  T h is m eta p h y sica l d o c tr in e  forms 

the b a s i s  of h i s  a n a ly s is  o f  the m o tiv e s  o f human conduct*  

w h erefore A r i s t o t le  s t a r t e d  frcm  h is  co n c ep tio n  o f  th e  in 

s t i n c t i v e l y  s o c i a l  ch a ra cter  o f  human n atu re  and t e l e o lo g l o a l  

a c t i v i t y  o f  human mind*

Every human a c t ,  aocord in g  to  A r i s t o t l e ,  i s  due t o  

a purpose whioh b e lo n g s  t o  a graded s e r i e s  o f  m o t iv e s , su ch  

as p le a s u r e , h o n o r , w e a lth , and con tem p la tion *  The h ig h e s t  

or supreme purpose 1b t o  a t t a in  to  tru e  h a p p in e s s , th e  r a t io n 

a l p e r fe c t io n  o f  th e  s e l f  through  th e  o o n tr o l  o f th e  i n t e l -

1* In  367 B . C*, P la to  even proceeded  t o  Syracuse t o  co n v ert  
to  a  p h ilo s o p h ic  l i f e  D io n y s iu s  I I ,  th e  u n tr a in e d , s im p le -  
m inded, son  and su c c e s s o r  o f  D io n y siu s  th e  E lder*
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l e o t  over th e  se n se s*  I t  i s  th e  c o n tem p la tiv e  l i f e — th e  

enjoyment o f  wisdom— tfiio h  i s  the h ig h e s t  fo r a  o f m ental 

a c t i v i t y .  The v ir t u e s  concerned  w ith  t h i s  a re  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

as d i f f e r e n t ia t e d  from m oral v i r t u e s ,  su ch  a s  c o u ra g e , tem

p era n ce , e t o .  13(7 r a t io n a l  s e l f - p e r f e c t i o n  A r i s t o t l e  means 

the p e r fe o t  developm ent of human n atu re  w hich in c lu d e s  (1 )  

a p e r fe c t  developm ent and tr u e  r e g u la t io n  o f  th e  f e e l i n g s  

and d e s ir e s  in  v ir tu e  or moral e x c e l le n c e ,  and (2 )  a  per

fe o t  developm ent of th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f a c u l t i e s  in  m ental 

c u ltu r e . T his i s  tr u e  h a p p in e ss , and i s  v ir t u e  in  a c t io n *  

Glnce rea so n  i s  th e  h ig h e s t  elem ent in  th e  s o u l ,  f o r  th e  

p h ilo so p h er  con tem p la tion  i s  th e  main in g r e d ie n t  in  happi

n e s s ,  and th e  v ir t u e  th a t  g iv e s  th e  c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e  i t s  

value i s  wisdom .

True h a p p in ess and v ir tu e  are  in s e p a r a b le , and v i r 

tue depends on th ree  e lem en ts— n a tu r e , h a b i t ,  and a  reason ed  

ru le  o f l i f e .  Nature i s  in b orn ; but h a b it  and a  reason ed  

ru le o f l i f e  are c u l t iv a t e d ,  and i t  i s  w ith  th e s e  two th a t  

ed u cation  i s  concerned* Reason o f t e n  fu n c t io n s  a g a in s t  h a r  

b it  and n a tu r e , and y e t  harmony among them i s  n e c e ssa r y  in  

order to  a t t a in  to  v ir tu e *  1 The u lt im a te  b a s i s  o f  e t h i c a l  

oonduot i s  w e l l - c u l t iv a t e d  o h a ra o ter  w hich i s  a  h a b it  o f  

r a tio n a l d e s i r e .  Knowledge has v ery  l i t t l e  in f lu e n c e  upon  

ch aracter  whose d e term in a tio n  i s  in  th e  w i l l *  The "autonomy

1 . A r i s t o t l e ,  P o l i t i c s .  B k .V II , 1 3 , 1 3 3 2 a l l-1 3 3 2 b l2 .
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of the w i l l"  l a  in d isp e n sa b le  to  v ir tu e *  A l l  moral a c t io n s  

are done, not under com p u lsion , tu t  w ith  knowledge o f  th e  

circu m stan ces ,  and by p r e fe r e n t ia l  c h o ic e  whose o b je c t  i s  

th e  r e s u lt  o f p r e v io u s  d e lib e r a t io n *  H ence, the form ation  

o f good h a b its  i s  th e  b e s t  way t o  e x a lt  one’ s  ch aracter*

As to  th e  b a s ic  m o tiv a tin g  fa o to r  o f human oonduot a s  in v o l 

ved in  th e  p r o o e ss  o f s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n ,  A r i s t o t le  im p l io i t l y  

in tim ated  th a t  s in c e  God, th e  unmoved m over, i s  th e  u lt im a te  

cause c f  a l l  m otion  and developm ent, man’ s  u lt im a te  d e s t in y  

in  the c o u rse  of s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n  i s  d ir e o te d  t o  th e  n atu re  

of God*

The main so u r c e s  o f e v i l  A r i s t o t le  found in  e x o e s s  

or d e fe c t  o f a c t iv i t y *  A ll  a c t io n  in v o lv e s  a  f e e l i n g ,  a  

c a p a c ity , and a d is p o s i t io n *  what d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  v ir tu o u s  

from v ic io u s  a c t io n ,  i s  th e  mean betw een any two ex trem es  

in  amount o f a c t i v i t y  or an in te r m e d ia te  betw een e x o e s s  and 

d efec t*  D e s ir e s  moving betw een o p p o s i t e s ,  a  j u s t  mean be

tween two o p p o s ite  e r r o r s  i s  v ir tu e *  Thus, courage a s  a  

v ir tu e  i s  th e  mean betw een  oow ardioe ( d e f e c t )  and rash

n ess ( e x c e s s ) .  V ir tu e  A r i s t o t le  d e f in e s  as *a s t a t e  o f  char

a c te r  concerned  w ith  c h o ic e ,  ly in g  in  a  mean, l * e .  th e  mean 

r e la t iv e  t o  u s ,  t h i s  b e in g  determ ined by a  r a t io n a l  p r in 

c ip le ,  and b y  th a t  p r in c ip le  by whioh th e  man o f  p r a c t ic a l  

wisdom would d eterm in e  l t * M 1 The o r i t e r lo n  or stan d ard  o f

1* B th loa  Hloomaohea* Bk* I I ,  6 ,  1107 a*
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m oral c o n d u c t  t h e r e f o r e  c o n s i s t s  in  t h e  m o d e r a t io n  a n d  

g u id a n c e  o f  t h e  d e s i r e s  b y  r e a s o n *

S in c e  t h e  w i l l  i n  i t s  n a t u r e  i s  e t h i c a l l y  n e u t r a l ,  

e v e r y  m an, i n  o r d e r  t o  t r a n s f o r m  h i s  n a t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  i n t o  

a  m o r a l o n e ,  m u st t r a i n  h i s  w i l l  b o t h  t h r o u g h  h a b i t - f o r m a 

t i o n  an d  th r o u g h  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  h i s  f e l lo w m e n *  S o c i a l  

l i f e  i s  t h e  n a t u r a l  m eans t o  t h e  p e r f e c t ! o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d 

u a l s *  Man i s  b y  n a tu r e  a  p o l i t i c a l  a n im a l j  h e  n a t u r a l l y  

r e a l i z e s  h i m s e l f  and a t t a i n s  t o  t r u e  h a p p i n e s s  th r o u g h  h i s  

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s *  The s t a t e  i s  s im p ly  a  s p o n t a n e o u s  

d e v e lo p m e n t fr o m  t h e  f a m i l y  th r o u g h  t h e  v i l l a g e  co m m u n ity !  

i t  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  m o ra l o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  a d v a n c in g  t h e  d e 

v e lo p m e n t o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l *  J u s t  a s  t h e  s t a t e  i s  g r e a t e r  

and m ore p e r f e c t  th a n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  s o  i s  p o l i t i c s  w id e r  

th a n  e t h i c s  and  t h e r e f o r e  i n c l u d e s  i t *  M o r a l i t y  i s  t o  b e  

J u s t i f i e d  b y  s o c i a l i t y *

L ik e  P l a t o ,  .A r i s t o t l e  h e l d  t o  t h e  p r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  

e d u c a t io n a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  m o r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e  

o f  s t a t e  l e g ! s l a t  1 on— t h e  tw o  m o st  I m p o r ta n t  f a c t o r s  w h ic h  

p r e s c r i b e  a d e q u a t e  r u l e s  r e g u l a t i n g  th e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  c i t i 

z e n s *  The a im  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  h i g h e s t  t y p e  

o f  r e s p o n s i b l e  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  m e r e ly  t o  im p a r t  

u s e f u l  k n o w le d g e *  S in c e  human n a t u r e ,  h a b i t ,  an d  r e a s o n ,  

a r e  a l l  s u b j e c t  t o  t r a i n i n g  o r  c o n t r o l  t h r o u g h  a  b r o a d  s y s 

tem  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n  m u st b e  s o  s u p e r v i s e d  b y  

th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  a s  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  g r a d u a l  d e v e lo p m e n t
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o f  t h e  b o d i l y  a n d  m e n t a l  f a c u l t i e s .  T h o u g h  h i s  p r o j e c t  o f  

e d u c a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  o f  t h e  s i m i l a r  c h a r a c t e r  a s  t h a t  

o f  h i s  m a s t e r ,  A r i s t o t l e  e m p h a s i s e s  g r o u p  m o r e  t h a n  i n d i v i d 

u a l  t r a i n i n g .  H e m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  m u s ic  m u s t  h e  s t u d i e d  n o t  

s o  m uch f o r  a m u se m e n t a s  f o r  t h e  m o r a l  i n f l u e n c e  i t  e x e r t s  

u p o n  t h e  f e e l i n g s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  s o n g s  a n d  g a m e s  o f  O lym p u s  

s u n g  a n d  p l a y e d  b y  c r o w d s  d o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  

o f  t h e  s o o i a l  a n d  m o r a l  s e n t i m e n t s  o f  t h e  g r o u p .

F o l l o w i n g  P l a t o ,  A r i s t o t l e  a r g u e s  f o r  v i r t u e  a s  f o u n 

d a t i o n  o f  l a w  an d  g o v e r n m e n t .  T he g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  h e  i n  

t h e  h a n d s  o f  o n e ,  o r  o f  a  f e w ,  o r  o f  t h e  m a n y . B u t a l l  t r u e  

fo r m s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  g o v e r n  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  t h e  com m on i n t e r 

e s t — t h a t  i s ,  t o  p r o m o t in g  v i r t u e  a m o n g  t h e  c i t i z e n s  b y  

s a t i s f y i n g  e a c h  o n e ' s  s o o i a l  i n s t i n c t  a n d  f i t t i n g  h im  f o r  

t h e  g o o d  l i f e .  T he b e s t  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m u n ity  i s  a  m ea n  b e 

tw e e n  t h e  r u l e  o f  t h e  r i c h  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  p o o r .  I t  m u s t  

be fo r m e d  b y  c i t i z e n s  w i t h  t h e  m id d le  c l a s s e s  a t  s u p r e m a c y  

s o  t h a t  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  e x t r e m e s  c a n  b e  p r e v e n t e d  fr o m  b e i n g  

d o m in a n t .  *The r u l e  o f  t h e  l a w  i s  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  t h a t  o f  a n y  

i n d i v i d u a l • ” *  The f u n d a m e n t a l  l a w  m u s t  b e  r e l a t i v e l y  p e r 

m a n en t ,  a n d  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m u s t  b e  c o n 

f i n e d  t o  t h e  s u p p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a w s ,  w h o s e  a l t e r a t i o n  

A r i s t o t l e  r e g a r d s  a s  s o m e t h i n g  e x c e p t i o n a l .  M a in t e n a n c e  o f  

t h e  s p i r i t  o f  o b e d i e n c e  t o  l a w ,  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  t h e  m o s t

1 .  P o l i t i c s .  3 k .  H I ,  1 6 ,  1 3 8 7  a  3 .
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p r e v e n t i v e  o f  r e v o l u t i o n #

T h e e n d  o f  a l l  l a w  a a  w e l l  a s  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  t h e  m or

a l  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s *  Law m u st  h a v e  c o m p u ls o r y  

p o w e r , t u t  i t  m u s t  b e  a t  t h e  sam e t im e  a  r u l e  p r e s c r i b e d  

b y  a  s o r t  o f  p r a c t i c a l  w isd o m  a n d  r e a s o n *  “P u b l i c  c o n t r o l  

i s  p l a i n l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  l a w s ,  a n d  g o o d  c o n t r o l  b y  g o o d  l a w s )  

w h e th e r  w r i t t e n  o r  u n w r i t t e n  w o u ld  s e e m  t o  m ak e n o  d i f f e r 

e n c e ,  n o r  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  l a w s  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  e d i c a t i o n  

o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  or  o f  g r o u p s ."  1 Law  i s  n o  m ere  a g r e e m e n t  

or c o n v e n t i o n  a s  t h e  s o p h i s t  I y c o p h r o n  s a y s ,  b u t  a  m o r a l
o

f o r c e  c o e x t e n s i v e  w i t h  a l l  v i r t u e *  I t  i s  t h e  e x t e r n a l

e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  m o r a l  i d e a l  w i t h o u t  t h e  b i a s  o f  human
3

f e e l i n g *  I t  i s  r e a s o n  u n a f f e c t e d  b y  d e s i r e *  H o w e v e r , i t  

r e q u i r e s  t o  b e  m o d i f i e d  a n d  a d a p t e d  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  c ir c u m 

s t a n c e s  b y  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  e q u i t y ,  w h ic h  o o r r e o t s  l a w  w h e r e  i t  

I s  d e f e c t i v e  o w in g  t o  i t s  u n i v e r s a l  a n d  u n i f o r m  c h a r a c t e r *

In  s h o r t ,  l e g a l i t y  i s  t h e  e x t e r n a l i t y  o f  m o r a l i t y *  an d  i s  

an e m a n a t io n  fr o m  s o c i a l i t y *

3 .  E f f e c t s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  F o r c e s  U p on  L a t e r  

G ra eco -R o m a n  T h o u g h t

H o t h ln g  c a n  b r i n g  a b o u t  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  c o n t a c t s  

and  c o n f l i c t s  m o re  e a s i l y  t h a n  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s *  A t l e a s t

1* N . B * . B k . X , 1 1 8 0 a  3 5  s t .  s e a * 
a * y o T T t ic s *  B e .  I l l ,  8 ,  1 2 8 0  b  8 *
3 * r b l d * .  1 6 ,  1 2 8 7  a  5 .
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t h i s  w a s  t h e  e a s e  w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  T a l l  o f  t h e  

G re ek s  a n d  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  R o m a n s . F o r e i g n  i n v a s i o n  an d  

n a t i o n a l  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  on t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  ,  a n d  m i l l - '  

t a r y  e x p e d i t i o n  a n d  b o t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r - r a c i a l  u n i 

f i c a t i o n  on t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  l a t t e r ,  d i d  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  p e o 

p l e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s o o i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  a n d  a s  

a n  im m e d ia t e  c o n s e q u e n c e  m en o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s a g a c i t y  r e 

g a r d e d  i t  a s  t h e i r  d u t y  a n d  i n t e r e s t  t o  s e e k  f o r  n e w  w a y s  

o f  r e a d j u s t m e n t  a n d  e o n s i d e r  t h e  p r o b le m s  t h e r e i n  i n v o l v e d .  

T o w a rd s t h e  e x i s t i n g  s o o i a l  o r d e r  S p ic u r u a  ( 3 4 1 - 2 7 0  3 .  C . )  

to o k  r a t h e r  a n  i n d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e  b y  t h e  w a y  o f  r e p u d i a 

t i o n ;  Z e n o ’ s  ( 3 4 0 - 2 6 5  B . C « ) a t t i t u d e  w as e n t h u s i a s t i c  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  h i s  a t t e m p t  n o t  o n l y  t o  o o m b ln e  s y n t h e t i c a l l y  

a l l  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  r u l i n g  c h a n n e l s  o f  t h o u g h t ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  

h a r m o n iz e  a l l  p e o p l e s  a n d  n a t i o n s  e l i k e  u n d e r  h i s  g o s p e l  o f  

c o s m o p o l i t a n i s m ;  a n d  m any a  Roman w r i t e r  l i k e  C i c e r o  ( 1 0 6 -  

4 3  B* G . ) ,  h o w e v e r ,  i m i t a t e d  s a g e s  o f  a l i e n  l a n d s  a n d  e v e n  

a d o p te d  t h e i r  i d e a s  t o  g l o r i f y  a n d  J u s t i f y  t h e  p r o w e s s  a n d  

e x p l o i t s  o f  h i s  c o m p a t r i o t s .  S u c h  a n  a g e  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  

t r a n s i t i o n a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  p e r m a n e n t  • T h e l a c k  o f  o r i g i n a l i t y ,  

n o  a d d i t i o n  o f  n ew  e l e m e n t s ,  a n d  l i t t l e  l e g a c y  l e f t  t o  s u b 

s e q u e n t  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  a r e  i t s  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .

T he f u l l  b l  oagoi o f  G re ek  t h o u g h t  w a s s h o r t - l i v e d .  

F o l lo w in g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  A r i s t o t l e ,  c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  E a s t e r n  

n a t i o n s  s u b j e c t e d  t h e  G r e e k  m in d  t o  a l i e n  t h o u g h t  h a t c h e d  

frcm  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a s .  T h e  d e c l i n e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  in d e p e n d e n c e
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and t h e  im p a c t  o f  o r i e n t a l  c u l t u r e  n a t u r a l l y  d i r e c t e d  a t t e n 

t i o n  t o  p r a c t i c a l  w a y s  o f  l i f e .  T h e a t t e n t i o n  o f  E p ic u r u s  

was t h u s  d r a w n  t o  t h e  p l e a s u r e - s e e k i n g  an d  a e l f - o e n t e r e d  a s 

p e c t s  o f  hum an n a t u r e ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  a n  e t h i c a l  s y s t e m  

d e s c r i p t i v e  o f  t h e  o u r  r e n t  H e d o n i s t i c  t e n d e n c i e s  o f  m a n k in d  

and p e s s i m i s t i c  o u t l o o k  o f  l i f e  e n s u e d *  V /ith  i t s  b a s e s  i n  

th e  a t o m i s t i c  m a t e r i a l i s m  o f  L e u c ip p u s  a n d  D e m o c r i t u s  a n d  i n  

t h e  e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  C y r e n a i o s  t h a t  p l e a s u r e  i 8  t h e  

end o f  l i f e ,  E p ic u r u s  * p h i l o s o p h y  g r e w  i n  p a r a l l e l  o u t  o f  

h i s  p r im a r y  b e l i e f  i n  s e n s a t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g l y  h e  f o u n d  t h e  

h i g h e s t  g u i d i n g  p r i n c i p l e  o f  hum an c o n d u c t  i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  

p l e a s u r e ,  o f  b o d i l y  p l e a s u r e  e s p e c i a l l y .  T h i s  p l e a s u r e -  

s e e k i n g  f a c t o r  i s  n e i t h e r  a d a p t i v e  n o r  n o r m a t i v e  b u t  s p o n 

t a n e o u s .  I t  i s ,  t h e  e n d  a n d  I s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  m o t i v e  o f  a l l  

a c t i o n .  T he m o r a l t h e o r y  t h u s  d e v e l o p e d  m e r e l y  on  t h e  f a c t  

o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  w h a t  i s  a n d  n o t  w i t h  w h a t  

o u g h t t o  b e .

As a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  t h e  w h o le  v i e w  o f  E p i c u r u s ,  a s  

b a s e d  on p u r e  e g o is m  a n d  h e d o n is m ,  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  p e s s i m i s 

t i c  s e n t i m e n t  o f  t h e  a g e  g r o w n  w e a r y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  u n c e r t a i n 

t y  and  s o o i a l  t r a n s i e n c y ,  a n d  s u r f e i t e d  w i t h  f r u i t l e s s  s p e c u 

l a t i o n  a n d  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  I n t e l l e c t u a l i s m .  H i s  i d e a l  o f  

p l e a s u r e ,  w h i l e  f r e q u e n t l y  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  l u x u r y  

and s e n s u a l  I n d u l g e n c e ,  h e  m e r e l y  r e f e r r e d . t o  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  

p a i n  i n  t h e  b o d y  a n d  o f  t r o u b l e  i n  t h e  s o u l .  S o o i a l  l i f e  

f o r  E p ic u r u s  i s  m e r e l y  a n  o u t g r o w t h  o f  s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  E v en
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f r i e n d s h i p  i n  l i f e  w h ic h  h e  e m p h a s iz e d  s o  m uch a l l  t h e  w ay  

t h r o u g h ,  i s  b a s e d  on t h e  m o t iv e  o f  p e r s o n a l  a d v a n t a g e *  L a v s ,  

m o r a l s ,  and  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  g o o d  s o  l o n g  a s  t h e y  a r e  u s e 

f u l  t o  t h e  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l *  T h e y  a r e  t h e r e 

f o r e  c o n v e n t i o n a l ,  a n d  a r e  t o  b e  j u s t i f i e d  b y  t h e i r  u s e l h  1 -  

n e s s  or o o n d u c i v e n e s s  t o  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  p l e a s u r e *  S o c i e t y  

i s  c r e a t e d  an d  m o u ld e d  b y  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a n d  e x i s t s  f o r  t h a n *  

S o c i a l  l i f e  and p u b l i c  a c t i v i t y  a r e  s i m p l y  m a t t e r s  o f  e x p e 

d i e n c y ,  a n d  y e t  a r e  n o t  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  t o  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  

p l e a s u r e .  S u ch  a  s y s t e m  o f  t h o u g h t  n a t u r a l l y  i n t i m a t e s  t h e  

e v e n t u a l  r e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  g r o u p  l i f e  an d  e n t h u s ia s m  f o r  s o 

c i a l  w e l f a r e *

T h e i n t i m a t e  c o n t a c t  o f  G reek  t h o u g h t  w i t h  o r i e n t a l  

c u l t u r e  w a s m o s t  v i v i d l y  s e e n  i n  t h e  S t o i c i s m  o f  Z e n o , v i i i c h  

e v id e n c e d  t h e  I n f l u e n c e  o f  C h a ld a is m , P e r s l s r a ,  an d  e v e n  o f  

B u ddhism  a s  "S. V* A r n o ld  s a y s *  1 T h e  o r i g i n  an d  d e v e l o p 

m ent o f  t h e  s y s t e m ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  b e c o m in g  

s y n c r e t i s m  o f  c o n t a c t s  a n d  c o n f l i c t s ,  c u l t u r a l  a n d  s o c i a l ,  

b r o u g h t a b o u t  b y  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  i n  o p e r a t i o n *  

B o m  an d  b r o u g h t  u p  i n  C i t iu m ,  a  c i t y  t h e n  q u i t e  f u l l  o f  

o r i e n t a l  a t m o s p h e r e ,  Z eno l a t e r  a t  A th e n s  b eca m e  a n  a d h e r 

e n t  o f  t h e  C y n ic  s c h o o l *  T he b i t t e r  o p p o s i t i o n  r a g i n g  b e 

tw een  S t o i c i s m  e n d  E p ic u r e a n is m  o o u ld . t h u s  t r a c e  i t s  o r i g i n
*

t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  C y n ic s  a n d  t h e  C y r e n a l e s *  W h ile

1 • v .  Roman S t o i c i s m ,  p *  1 7 .
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E p i c u r e a n i s m  i s  s e n s a t i o n a l l s t l o *  d e s c r i p t i v e *  h e d o n i s t i c *  

e g o i s t i c *  i n a c t i v i s t i o * a n d  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c *  S t o i c i s m  i s  r a 

t i o n a l i s t i c *  n o r m a t i v e *  r i g o r i s t i o *  a l t r u i s t i c *  a o t l v l s t i e *  

an d  c o s m o p o l i t a n *  T h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e i r  p h i l o s o p h i c  e f f o r t s *  

h o w e v e r ,  w a s  v e r y  m u ch  t h e  sa m e — t o  f i n d  a  b a s i s  f o r  a  u n i 

v e r s a l  m o r a l  t h e o r y  i n  t h e  p l a i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  m en*

R e g a r d i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  c o n d u c t  i n  b o t h  p r i v a t e  

an d  p u b l i c  l i f e *  Z e n o  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  r e f l e c t i v e  a c t i v i t y  

o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a s  r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t a n t l y  a n d  a c t i v e 

l y  o r g a n i z i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  m in d *  C o n s e c j u e n t l y  h e  t e n d e d  

t o  i d e n t i f y  r e a s o n  w i t h  w i l l *  F o r  t h i s  h e  a c c o u n t e d  i n  

t e r m s  o f  t h e  im m in e n c e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  r e a s o n — t h e  L o g o s —  

i n  hum an n a t u r e *  w h ic h  i s  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w *  t h e  u n c h a n g i n g  

d e s t i n y  t h a t  p r e d e t e r m i n e s  f r o m  e t e r n i t y  a l l  e v e n t s  t h r o u g h 

o u t  t h e  u n i v e r s e *  W h i l e  m an i s  l i a b l e  t o  e m o t i o n a l  d i s t r a c 

t i o n  a s  e m b o d ie d  i n  s u c h  m o t i v e s  o f  e v i l  c o n d u c t  a s  p l e a 

s u r e ,  d e s i r e *  g r i e f *  a n d  f e a r *  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e m  i s  

p o s s i b l e  o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n f o r m i t y  o f  a l l  a c t i o n  t o  t h e  

r u l e s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  r e a s o n *  w h ic h  l a  t h e  u l 

t i m a t e  b a s i s  o f  r i g h t  o o n d u o t *  w h e t h e r  l e g a l  o r  m o r a l*  

F re ed o m  fr o m  p a s s i o n  i s  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  p o s s i b l e  

s t e p  t o  c h a r a c t e r - f o r  m a t  1 o n  a s  d i c t a t e d  b y  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  

r e a s o n *  I n  t h i s  w a y  E p ic u r u s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  h a r m o n i z e  u n i v e r 

s a l  d e t e r m i n i s m  i n  m e t a p h y s i c s  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  f r e e d o m  i n  

e t h i c s *

T h e  u n i v e r s a l  r e a s o n  b e i n g  I m m in e n t  i n  h u m a n  n a t u r e  *
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s o o i a l  l i f e  i s  d u e  t o  a  s p i r i t u a l  l i k e n s b a o f  a l l  r a o e a  a n d  

p e o p l e s  w h ic h  g i v e s  r i s e  t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  c o s m o p o l i t a n i s m  and  

u n i v e r s a l  b r o t h e r h o o d ,  w h e t h e r  G re ek  o r  b a r b a r i a n ,  a l l  m en  

a r e  t h e r e f o r e  e q u a l  b y  n a t u r a l  r i g h t .  S i n c e  g r o u p  g a t h e r 

i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  i s  d u e  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  im 

p u l s e s  o f  t h e  hum an s p e c i e s ,  s o c i e t y  m u s t  b e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  

n a t u r a l  t e n d e n c y  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s e l f  a s  a  p a r t  

w i t h  t h e  w h o l e .  M o r e o v e r ,  s i n c e  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  r e a s o n  i s  t h e  

su p rem e  la w  f o r  a l l  h u m a n i t y ,  s t a t e  l a w  a n d  s o c i a c l  m o r a l s  

m u st b e  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  i t s  d e m a n d s)  and  t h e r e f o r e  Z en o  

c o n c e i v e d  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a s  w o r l d - w i d e  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  r a c i a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s  a n d  c l a s s  d i s t i n c t i o n s .  L e g a l i t y  a n d  m o r a l i t y  

a r e  t h e r e f o r e  e q u a l l y  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  sam e u n i v e r s a l  

r a t i o n a l i t y .

Z e n o ’ s  a t t e m p t  t o  m e r g e  a l l  r a c e s  an d  n a t i o n s  i n t o  

t h e  sam e c o m m u n ity  r u l e d  b y  t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  u n i v e r s a l  h u 

m a n it y  b y  r e d u c i n g  a l l  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  c r e e d s ,  s o c i a l  o r 

d e r s ,  a n d  p a t t e r n s  o f  g r o u p  l i f e ,  t o  t h e  p r e c e p t s  o f  t h e  

sam e u n i v e r s a l  r e & B o n , w a s  c l e a r l y  a  c h a l l e n g e  a n d  r e a c t i o n  

t o  t h e  s o c i a l  c h a o s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  t u r m o i l  o f  t h e  a g e .  T h e  

r e s u l t a n t  d o c t r i n e  w a s  w e lc o m e d  b y  t h e  R om an s,  Who a im e d  

t o  c o n q u e r  a n d  u n i f y  t h e  w h o le  w o r ld  p e o p l e s  u n d e r  t h e  s a n e  

u n i v e r s a l  r e g i m e .  H is  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  " n a t u r a l  r i g h t "  a n d  

" n a t u r a l  l a w 1* i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n  p a s s e d  o v e r  i n t o  Rom an l a w  

and t r a d i t i o n  a s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  C i c e r o ,  C a t o ,  V a r r o ,  

an d  S e n e c a .  T h e r e f o r e  w e s h a l l  t u r n  t o  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e
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Romans*

■?hile t h e  s o o i a l  u n i t y  o f  t h e  G r e e k s  w as e s s e n t i a l l y  

c u l t u r a l ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  Romans w as p r e d o m in a n t ly  p o l i t i c a l  an d  

m i l i t a r y *  The A ry a n  im m ig r a n ts  fro m  t h e  n o r t h  h a d  s e t t l e d  

i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  a n d  c e n t r a l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  I t a l i a n  p e n i n s u l a  

b y  1 ,0 0 0  B* C . T h o s e  who s e t t l e d  i n  Rome e s t a b l i s h e d  th e m 

s e l v e s  a s  a  p e a s a n t  s t a t e  w i t h  s t u r d y  a n d  r i g i d  r u l e s  a s  

t h e i r  common s o c i a l  b o n d s ,  w h ich  l a t e r  d e v e lo p e d  i n t o  la w s  

s a n c t i o n e d  an d  e n f o r c e d  b y  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  

m i l i t a r y  f o r c e *  The G reek s w e r e  a r t i s t i c ,  s p e c u l a t i v e ,  an d  

a r i s t o c r a t i c ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  Romans w e r e  p r a c t i c a l ,  c o n s t r u c 

t i v e ,  and  d e m o c r a t ic  e n o u g h  t o  a f f o r d  m any o f  t h e i r  s l a v e s  

th e  c h a n c e  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t r a i n i n g  an d  s o c i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n *  

The n a t i o n a l  and  s o o i a l  u n i t y  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  w as l a r g e l y  

m a in t a in e d  b y  l a w s ,  a n d  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  w as e x t e n d e d  b y  

arm s* 1 B y  p o l i t i c a l  s a g a c i t y ,  m i l i t a r y  g e n i u s ,  a n d  l e g a l  

e f f i c i e n c y ,  w as c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  m e n t a l i t y  o f  t h e  Rom ans*

I t  w as d a r in g  t h e  p e r io d  o f  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  a s  w e l l  a s  

c o m m e r c ia l e x p a n s io n  t h a t  t h e y  b e g a n  t o  f e e l  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  

o f  f o r e i g n  c u l t u r e s *  T h e ir  a r t ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  s c i e n c e ,  p h i l o -

1* Prom t h e  y e a r  7 5 3  B* C * , t h e  l e g e n d a r y  d a t e  o f  t h e  f o u n 
d a t i o n  o f  Rom e, u p . t o  5 0 9  B . C* w hen t y r a n n y  w as d i s p l a c 
e d  b y  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " r e p u b l ic a n  d e m o c r a c y ,11 t h e  u n i t y  

o f  t h e  R om ans w as l a r g e l y  m a in t a in e d  b y  m i l i t a r y  e x p l o i t s  
o f  p o w e r f u l  t r i b a l  c h i e f t a i n s  a n d  k in g B *  D u r in g  t h e  p e r 
io d  o f  t h e  R e p u b l ic  f r o m  5 0 9  t o  31  B* C * , t e r r i t o r i a l  e x 
p a n s io n  an d  n a t i o n a l  I n t e g r a t i o n  w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  e f f e c t e d  
b y  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and l e g a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n *  
M a ced o n ia  w a s  a n n e x e d  i n  1 4 8  B* C• ,  an d  C a r th a g e  c o m p l e t e l y
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s o p h y ,  a n d  e v e n  h i ^ e r  f o r m s  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  w e r e  e i t h e r  im p o r t e d  

fro m  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  o r  d e v e l o p e d  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  p o l 

i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  S u c h  b e i n g  t h e  c a s e ,  e m p e r o r - w o r s h i p  w a s  

a  p e c u l i a r  c r e a t i o n  o f  Homan p o l i t i c s ?  a n d  t h e  m a s t e r p i e o e e  o f  

s u c h  g r e a t  p o e t s  a s  V i r g i l ,  H o r a c e ,  a n d  O v id ,  w h i l e  t o  so m e e x 

t e n t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e x a m p le  o f  t h e  i n s p i r i n g  G r e e k  a t t a i n m e n t s ,  

w e r e  p r o d u o e d  l a r g e l y  u n d e r  t h e  p a t r o n a g e  o f  A u g u s t u s  C a e s a r .

7 /e a v in g  t h e  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  t h e n  kn ow n w o r ld  t o g e t h e r  

b y  r o a d s  a n d  b r i d g e s ,  t h e  R om an s c o n v e r t e d  e n e m i e s  i n t o  n e i g h 

b o r s  b y  m e a n s  o f  arm s a n d  l a w o ,  a n d  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  c r e a t e d  i -  

d e a l s  o f  w o r l d - w i d e  b r o t h e r h o o d  u n d e r  T*hich n a t i o n s  w e r e  u n i t 

ed  b y  a  com m on a u t h o r i t y .  T h e  b a s i s  o f  Roman o r d e r  a n d  c i v i l 

i z a t i o n  w as L a w . 1 I t  w a s  on  a c c o u n t  o f  I t s  c e r t a i n t y  I n  

p r i n c i p l e *  u n i f o r m i t y  i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  u n i v e r s a l i t y  i n  a p p l i c a 

t i o n ,  o o m m u n i c a b i l i t y  t o  a l l  n a t i o n s ,  a n d  e n f o r c e a b i l i t y  t o  

a l l  p e o p l e s ,  t h a t  t h e  R om an s a p p e a l e d  t o  L a w . T h e c o d i f i c a 

t i o n  o f  t h e  T w e lv e  T a b l e s  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  a s  e a r l y  a s  4 4 9  B . C . ,  

r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  a d j u s t m e n t  o f  d i s p u t e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  s o o i a l  

o r d e r s ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  o n l y  c o d e  i n  t h e  H om an S r a p ir e  u n t i l  

t h e  t im e  o f  J ' u s t i n l a n  t h e  G r e a t  ( 5 2 7 - 5 6 5  A . D . ) «

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  e a r l y  Roman L aw  w a s  t h e  c o m p l e t e  

a b s e n c e  o f  e t h i c a l  e l e m e n t s .  I f  a m o n g  t h e  G r e e k s  m o r a l  is m  

was m o re  d o m in a n t  th a n  l e g a l i s m ,  h o w  m u ch  m o r e  s u p r e m a c y  m u s t  

l e g a l i s m  h a v e  c l a i m e d  o v e r  m o r a l  i s m  a m o n g  t h e  H o m a n s . W ith  

l e g a l i s m  a t  hom e a n d  m i l i t a r i s m  on  t h e  f r o n t i e r s ,  t h e  H om ans

1 .  ( C o n t .  f r o m  p .  3 7 )  d e s t r o y e d  t w o  y e a r s  l a t e r .
1 .  C f .  B u r n s ,  P o l i t i c a l  I d e a l s ,  p .  5 7 .
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s u c c e e d e d  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  o r d e r  a n d  u n i t y  f o r  c e n t u r i e s *  I f  

l e g a l i s m  w a s  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  c o m p e l l i n g  f o r c e s ,  o r d e r  m a in 

t a i n e d  b y  Law w a s  l i k e l y  t o  b e c o m e  t y r a n n y *  L a c k in g  c r e a 

t i v e  o r i g i n a l i t y  i n  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  R om ans f a i l e d  

t o  a s s i m i l a t e  t h e  a l i e n s  w i t h i n  a n d  t h e  b a r b a r i a n s  w i t h o u t *  

W h ile  t h e  f r o n t i e r s  w e r e  n o t  w e l l  g a r r i s o n e d ,  Rome c o u l d  

h a r d l y  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  s a c k  b y  t h e  V i s i g o t h s  i n  4 1 0  A* D* a n d  

b y  t h e  V a n d a ls  i n  4 5 5  A* D* W hen t h e  o v e r w h e lm in g  T e u t o n i c  

t r i b e s  l e d  b y  O d o a e e r  i n v a d e d  Home i n  4 7 6  A* D * , t h e  W e s t e r n  

Roman IDtopire w a s  c r u s h e d  i n t o  p i e c e s  l i k e  a  r o t t e n  t r e e  b y  

a  s u d d e n  g a l e *

One o f  t h e  m o s t  r e m a r k a b le  e f f e c t s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

f o r c e s  u p o n  Roman t h o u g h t  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  

o f  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  e x p a n s i o n  a n d  f o r e i g n  c o n q u e s t ,  w a s  

t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  G r e e k  e t h i c s  i n t o  Roman j u r i s p r u d e n c e ,  

and  t h e  c o n s e q u e n t  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  m o r a l  e l e m e n t s  i n  la w *

W here l e g a l i s m  p r o v e d  h e l p l e s s ,  m o r a l  i s m  w o u ld  now  co m e t o  

t h e  r e s c u e *  F o r  t h e  G r e e k s  l a w  w a s a  m e a n s  t o  m o r a l s  % f o r  

t h e  R e m a n s , v i o e  v e r s a * T h e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  e q u i t y  now  b e g a n  

t o  p l a y  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  e t h i c a l  f a c t o r  i n  

l a w ,  a n d  i t  w a s  m e r e l y  o n e  o f  t h e  g i f t s  t h e  R om an s b a d  

r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e i r  G r e e k  m a s t e r s *

A n o t h e r  e f f e c t  w o r th  m e n t i o n i n g  w a s  t h e  i m i t a t i o n  

o f  G r e e k  t h i n k e r s  b y  Roman w r i t e r s  a n d  t h e  s h e e r  a d o p t i o n  o f  

t h e  f o r m e r * s  i d e a s  b y  t h e  l a t t e r  w h ic h  C i c e r o  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  

a  g o o d  i l l u s t r a t i o n *  T h e  R o m a n s , b u s y  b u i l d i n g  t h e i r  t i n i v e r -



40  -

a a l  e m p ir e  a n d  s u b j u g a t i n g  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  t r i b e s ,  c o u l d  

h a r d l y  a f f o r d  t o  t h i n k  d e e p l y  a n d  m e d i t a t e  p r o f o u n d l y  a s  

t h e  G r e e k s  d i d .  As a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  s c h o l a r  a n d  t h e  b e s t  

sp o k e sm a n  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  h i s  a g e ,  C i o e r o  s i m p l y  p r e s e n t e d  

h i s  f e l l o w - c o u n t r y m e n  w i t h  G reek  p h i l o s o p h y  i n  a  Roman  

d r e s s *  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  e x a m p le  o f  P l a t o  e n d  A r i s t o t l e ,  h e  c o n 

s t r u c t e d  a  c o m m o n w e a lth  i n  h i s  R o p u b l l e ,  f o r  w h ic h  h e  u s e d  

m a t e r i a l  f u r n i s h e d  b y  t h e  Roman R e p u b l i c *  He I n t e r p r e t e d  

t h e  i n s t i n c t i v e  o r i g i n  a n d  n a t u r a l  g r o w th  o f  s o c i e t y  i n  

t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  Roman S t a t e ,  v h l c h ,  a c 

c o r d i n g  t o  h im ,  w a s d u e  t o  c e r t a i n  o b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r s  o f  p h y 

s i c a l  e n v ir o n m e n t  a n d  c e r t a i n  s u b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r s  o f  g e n i u s ,  

e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  k n o w l e d g e ,  n o t  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  o f  m a n y , 

i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a g e s  a n d  c e n t u r i e s *  He r e v i v e d  w i t h  em

p h a s i s  t h e  S t o i c  d o c t r i n e  o f  c o n f o r m i t y  t o  n a t u r a l  l a w — t h e  

L o a o s —  fr o m  w h ic h  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  m o r a l i t y  d e r i v e s  i t s  

f o r c e ;  e n d  a l s o  e l a b o r a t e d  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  e < j u a l-  

l t y  o f  m en sc  t h a t  t h e  S t o l e  d o c t r i n e  o f  c o s m o p o l i t a n i s m  w a s  

o n c e  m o re  d r a m a t i z e d *  H i s  t h e o r y  o f  j u s t i c e  i s  b a s e d  on  

t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  c o n f o r m i t y  t o  n a t u r a l  r e a s o n ,  a p p l i e d  t o  

t h e  m o r a l  a n d  t h e  l e g a l  a l i k e *  J u s t i c e  i s  I n n a t e ,  a n d  n o t  

a  p r o d u c t  o f  hum an n a t u r e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h im *  F i n a l l y  a n d  

w i t h  s p e c i a l  s t r e s s  h e  a r g u e d  t h a t  b o t h  l a w  a n d  e q u i t y  a r e  

n o t  a  m e r e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c o n v e n t i o n  b u t  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  

o f  n a t u r e *



41

Cm R e l i g i o n  a n d  t h e  H e b r e w s

1 .  Hoses* R e l ig io n s  L e g a lism t  I t e  o r i g i n  

and D evelopm ent

T h e  b a s a l  f o o t  o r  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  u n i t y  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  

H e b r e w s  w a s  r e l i g i o n *  T o  t h e  w o r l d  t h e y  c o n t r i b u t e d  B ib 

l i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  m o n o t h e i s t i c  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  y e t  t h e i r  

l i t e r a t u r e  w a s  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  a  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n *

T o  t h a n ,  e v e r y  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  l i f e  h a d  f r o m  t i m e  im m e m o r ia l  

b e e n  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  r e l i g i o n *  T h e y  t r a c e d  t o  t h e  d i v i n e  

w i l l  o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  B e i n g ,  Y a h w e h , t h e  o r i g i n  a n d  f o r m  o f  

t h e i r  oven s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  f a m i l y ,  t h e  

s t a t e ,  a n d  e v e n  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i s a t i o n *  T h e  sa m e  w a s  t r u e  

w i t h  t h e i r  l a w s ,  w h ic h  t h e y  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  im p o s e d  f r o m  w i t h 

o u t  b y  Y a h w eh  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  H is  C h o s e n  P e o p l e *  L o o k 

i n g  t o  H i s  v o i c e  f o r  t h e  s a n c t i o n  o f  a l l  r u l e s  o f  c o n d u c t ,  

t h e y  m a d e  n o  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  l a w  a n d  m o r a l s  a s  a  m a t 

t e r  o f  p r a c t i c e *  L e g a l i s m  w a s  s u p r e m e ,  a n d  o v e r  i t  t h e  

d o c t r i n e  o f  r e t r l b u t t o n  r u l e d *  T h e  p e y e h o l o g l o a l  m e a n s  t o  

s e c u r e  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  s u c h  r u l e s  o f  c o n d u c t  w e r e  f o u n d  

i n  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  p u n i s h m e n t  a n d  t h e  p r o m i s e  o f  r e  w a r d  c o n 

t i n u a l l y  m ade b y  Y a h w eh *  I t  w a s  b y  M o s e s ,  w h o  w a s  t h e r e b y  

a c c e p t e d  a s  c h a m p io n  o f  t h e  H e b r e w  l i b e r t y  w i t h  h i s  p r o 

f e s s e d  d i v i n e  m i s s i o n ,  t h a t  t h e i r  s u f f e r i n g  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  

t h e  E g y p t i a n s  w a s  p r o c l a i m e d  a  p u n is h m e n t  b y  Y ah w eh  o n  a c 

c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  a p o s t a s y ,  a n d  t h a t  a  f r e e  l a n d  p r e m i s e d  f o r
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th e ir  permanent s e t t le m e n t  was announced a s  h ie  reward f o r  

t h e ir  rep en ta n ce  and obedienoe* T hus, w ith  f u l l  a u th e n t i

c i t y  Yahweh-worship waa in tro d u ced  and ad vocated  by M oses, 

and w ith  him th e  r e l ig i o n  o f  I s r a e l  and r e l ig i o u s  le g a lis m  

among th e  Hebrews to o k  t h e i r  s t a r t *

To th e  c h i ld r e n  of I s r a e l  w andering in  th e  Arabian  

D e se r t , th e  r e l i g i o u s  m o tiv e  was th e  o n ly  one s tr o n g  enough 

to  produce u n ite d  n o t io n  In t h e i r  community* D e liv e r e d  about 

1£00 B* C . from  s e r v itu d e  undergone in  E gyp t, th e y  co u ld  o n ly  

c o n fid e  under th e  gu idanoe o f  Moses t h e i r  hope t o  s e t t l e  some 

day a s th e  Chosen P eop le  in  th e  Prom ised Land f lo w in g  w ith  

m ilk  and h on ey , t o  th e  w i l l  o f  Yahweh, th e  God o f t h e i r  l e 

gendary f o r e f a t h e r s ,  Abraham, I s a a c ,  and Jaoob# The imme

d ia te  ta s k  o f  M oses was to  u n i t e  th e  tw e lv e  c la n s  h i th e r to  

l o o s e ly  bound by t h e i r  k in sh ip  under Y ahweh-worship, and so  

to  weld th e  s t r o l l i n g  nomads in t o  a  s in g le  p e o p le  under h i s  

lea d er sh ip *  Yahweh a s  th e  im p u ls iv e , a n g ry , and j e a lo u s ,  

t r i b a l  God, s to o d  f o r  t h e i r  s o l i d a r i t y ,  and Yahweh-worship 

under th e  p r ie s th o o d  o f Moses was th e r e fo r e  t h e i r  d iv in e  

s o o la l  bond*

The Hebrews c o n s id e r e d  human n atu re  a s  o r ig i n a l l y  

bad and l i a b l e  t o  tem p ta tio n s*  The o r ig in a l  s in  ooam itted  

by Adam and Eve in  th e  Garden o f Eden was b e l ie v e d  to  be 

h e r e d ita r y  from  g e n e r a tio n  to  g e n e r a t io n . The o n ly  way o f  

s a lv a t io n  was ob servan oe o f  th e  d i c t a t e s  o f  th e  w i l l  o f  Yah

weh* Am idst th e  c ir c u m sta n c e s  o f  storm  and s t r e s s  en cou n ter
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ed a t th e  f o o t  o f  Mount S in a i ,  M oses, in  order t o  m ain ta in  

order and u n ity  among h ie  f o i l  o v e r s , p rocla im ed  th e  Ten 

Commandments o f  Yahweh and brought them in t o  coven an t w ith  

Him* T h is S in a i covenant fu r n ish e d  th e  o o n n eo tlo n  betw een  

Yahweh and th e  Hebrews w ith  a l e g a l l y  c r e a te d  b a s i s — a b i

la t e r a l  c o n tr a c t  o f  p a r tn e rsh ip  in  n atu re  and the sou rce  o f  

l e g a l  o b l ig a t io n  in  fu n c t io n , so  th a t  th e  breach o f  th e  term s 

by any p a r ty  would ca u se  th e  ter m in a tio n  o f  th e  agreem ent*

At th e  same tim e i t  was a  covenant betw een  th e  e la n s  them

s e lv e s *  Were th e  B ib l ic a l  t r a d i t io n  t r u e ,  Moses was then  

th e  author o f  Hebrew le g a l is m  w h ile  s o l i d i f y i n g  I s r a e l ' s  

u n it y ,  both n a t io n a l  and r e l ig io u s *  1

A fte r  Joshua le d  them in t o  th e  Prom ised Land o f  

Canaan where th e y  f i r s t  founded th e o c r a c y  and th e n  monarchy 

and f i n a l l y  d iv id e d  th e  kingdom in t o  tw o r iv a l  s t a t e s  upon 

the d ea th  o f  King Solom on, th e  Lav was d e f i n i t e l y  aooepted  

a s  th e  g l id in g  r u le  o f l i f e *  By th e  "Law44 th e y  un d erstood  

the monism o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n ,  look ed  upon a s  th e  e x p r e ss io n  

o f  th e  w i l l  o f Yahweh* M eanw hile, le g a l is m  became th e  out

s ta n d in g  f e a tu r e  o f th e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  th e  Hebrews* Beth 

t h e ir  m orals and r e l ig i o n  were c o d i f ie d  in  order th a t l i f e  

m ight be p la c e d  e n t i r e l y  under th e  c o n tr o l  o f  Law} e s p e c i a l ly  

when in  th e  r e ig n  o f  K ing J o s ia h  Deuteronomy was brought to  

l i g h t ,  and co d es and d is c o u r s e s  a s c r ib e d  th e r e b y  t o  Moses

1* Cf* Sm ith , The R e lig io n  of I s r a e l ,  p* 60*
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became p o p u la r iz e d  a s  r u le s  o f conduct* In th e  days o f Da*» 

v id  and Solomon Yahweh-worship was c e n tr a l iz e d  i n  Jerusalem  

so  as t o  m a in ta in  th e  s o c i a l  and n a t io n a l  u n ity  o f  th e  He

brews, and r e l ig i o u s  le g a l is m  was sou ght a s  th e  o n ly  means 

of s o c ia l  o o n tr o l*

2 .  B eg in n in gs o f H oralism — P rop h ets  

v e rsu s  P r i e s t s  

In the cou rse  o f t im e , p a r t i c u la r ly  s in c e  th e  8 th  

cen tu ry  B* C*, m oral ism  appeared to  c o u n te r a c t  le g a lis m  among 

the Hebrews* Yahweh, who had been c o n ce iv ed  o f  a s  a non- 

moral god, on ly  more f e a r f u l  and p ow erfu l than o th er  g o d s, 

became th e  on ly  tr u e  god demanding m oral r ig h te o u sn e s s  and 

s o c ia l  j u s t i c e  o f h is  ad h eren ts*  The t r a n s i t io n  from 

henotheism  t o  monotheism was due t o  th e  o o n sta n t e t h i c a l  

e f f o r t s  and p r o t e s t s  of th e  p rop h ets*  The d i f f e r e n c e  betw een  

prophets and p r i e s t s  was a  k in d  of c o n f l i c t  betw een m o r a lity  

and l e g a l i t y — th a t k in d  in  reg a rd  t o  human r e la t io n s h ip s *

' a r ly  r e l ig i o u s  le a d e r s  l ik e  M oses, Josh u a , and Samuel, 

were both p r i e s t s  and p rop h ets*  L ater on th e r e  came a d i f 

f e r e n t ia t io n  betw een p r i e s t  and prophet*  The p r i e s t  became 

sim ply a  m in is te r  o f  th e  sa n c tu a r y , charged w ith  th e  pro

p er , outward perform ance of th e  r i t u a l  and form al p rac

t i c e s ;  w hereas th e  prophet became a  wandering p r e a ch er , th e  

f e a r le s s  c r i t i c  o f th e  e x i s t i n g  s o c ia l  o r d e r , and th e r e fo r e  

o fte n  in  in co m p a tib le  o p p o s it io n  t o  th e  y k ie sth o o d *  W hile  

the p r i e s t  urged  th e  p eo p le  t o  p r a is e  Yahweh by t h e i r  la v is h
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s a c r i f i c e s ,  th e  prophet a s s e r te d  th a t  Yahweh r e q u ir e s  n o th in g  

ex cep t r ig h t  condu ct from ev ery b o d y . The e a r ly  p ro p h ets  

E lija h  and E l i  aha a r o se  from th a t  p a r t  o f I s r a e l  t o  th e  e a s t  

o f  Jordan, where t h e  p u r e r , more orthodox t r a d i t io n  w ith  

i t s  s t r e s s  on e t h lo s  and com parative in d if f e r e n c e  t o  r i t u a l ,  

was m ain ta ined  than  In th e  s e t t l e d  community t o  th e  w est o f  

Jordan. Looking bask t o  th e  a u s t e r i t y  o f  th e  d e s e r t  and th e  

s im p l ic i t y  o f  th e  w ild e r n e s s ,  th e y  r a is e d  a b i t t e r  o r y  aga ln et  

th e  new s o o ia l  v l o e s  a s  consequ en t on a  r ic h e r  e a n m m ity . 

From th e  s e m i-p a s to r a l so u th  Amos a ro se  and saw w ith  g r e a t  

c le a r n e s s  what was m o ra lly  and r e l i g i o u s l y  wrong w ith  th e  

s o o ia l  order o f  o e n tr a l and n orth ern  P a le s t i n e .  H is  supreme 

demand was fo r  f a i r  d e a lin g s  betw een man and m a n --fo r  ju s 

t i c e ,  e q u a l i t y ,  and h o n e s ty , th e  q u a l i t i e s  whleh Yahweh de

mands o f  I s r a e l .  In  c o n tr a s t  w ith  Amos, H osea , a  n a t iv e  o f  

the north  and a  p a t r io t  o f  h i s  n a t iv e  la n d , condemned cur

rent r i t u a l i s m  and p o l i t i o a l  c o r r u p t io n , t & i le  Amos lo o k ed  

to  th e  o u ter  manners o f  oonduot and Hosea lo o k ed  f o r  th e  

in n er  sp r in g s  o f  a c t io n ,  b o th  o f  them brought s o o i a l  wrongs 

more and more t o  th e  fo r e  and d e c la r e d  th a t  Yahweh oou ld  

make u s e  o f  th e  surrounding n a t io n s  a s  in str u m e n ts  o f  h i s  

w rath. Kloah and I s a ia h  e x a lte d  Q od's law  o f  j u s t i c e f  and 

the l a t t e r ,  w h ile  l i v i n g  and w orking in  J eru sa lem , p a r t ic u 

la r ly  i n s i s t e d  on th e  h o l in e s s  o f  Yahweh and p ro p h es ied  th e  

f a l l  o f  Judah and th e  ca n in g  o f an id e a l  k in g .

The p ro p h ets  a s  spokesmen o f  IShw eh, A l l s  f r e q u e n t ly
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rep roach in g  th e  p r ie s t s *  i r r a t io n a l  l e g a l i s m , th e  k in gs*  

a b u ses  o f  pow er, and th e  p e o p le * s  r i c e s ,  u s u a l ly  th r e a te n e d  

them w ith  punishment or induced th e n  w ith  rew ard , and 

th e r e fo r e  w e n  not g e n u in e ly  m o r a l i s t ic  in  a t t i tu d e *  The 

d o c tr in e  o f  r e t r ib u t io n  was s t i l l  r e ig n in g *  Through r e 

f l e c t i o n ,  p r a y e r , and v i s i o n s ,  th e y  f e l t  them oelT es gu id ed  

by th e  v o ic e  o f  God, w hich th e y  u sed  a s  a  p r o te s t  r a th e r  

than a s  a  means o f  grace* I f  Amos* d e c la r a t io n ,  "Surely  

th e  Lord God w i l l  do n o th in g , but he r e v e a le th  h i s  s e c r e t  

u n to  h i s  s e r v a n ts  th e  p rop h ets*  The l i o n  h a th  r o a re d , who 

w i l l  not fe a r ?  th e  Lord God h a th  sp ok en , who can but p ro

phesy?" 1 was e q u a lly  a p p lic a b le  t o  th e  c a s e s  o f  o th er  pro

p h e t s ,  t h e i r  p ro p h etlo  m o tiv e , b e in g  th e  sen se  o f f e a r  and 

not th a t  o f d u ty , can  h a rd ly  be tak en  a s  m oral*

The proph esy  of th e  approaching o a ta str o p h e  was f u l 

f i l l e d  f i r s t  when Samaria f e l l  in  721 B* C* b e fo re  th e  As

sy r ia n  in v a d e r s , and f i n a l l y  when Jerusalem  was cap tu red  by  

th e  B ab y lon ian s in  586 B* C* The b i t t e r  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  

E x ile  d u rin g  th e  B abylonian C a p t iv i ty ,  oon v in oed  th e  Jews 

of th e  p r e - e x i l i o  prophets* te a c h in g s*  T h e r e a fte r  th e y  wor

sh ipped  Yahweh w ith  e x c lu s iv e  d e v o tio n  and obeyed Him a l l  

th e  m ere. D e sp ite  th e  d e e tr u o t i  on o f  th e  Temple o f  Jerusalem  

and th e  l o s s  o f th e  s a o r i f l o i a l  sy stem , th e  covenant th a t  

r e p re sen ted  a s p e c ia l  r e la t io n  betw een Yahweh and Abraham* s  

s e e d , rem ained th e  in d e s t r u c t ib le  ground o f  u n i t y  among th e

1* Amos. 3 * 7 -8 .
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p eo p le*  M ea n v h ile , th e  prophet Jerem iah appeared to  advo

c a te  c o n sta n t  d e v o t io n  t o  Yahweh and p e r so n a l ooanxinlon w ith  

him* A rm in g  th a t  t o  be v a l id  a  covenant must be w r it te n  

on men’ s  h e a r ts  r a th e r  than on b la c k  and w h ite , he p roc la im 

ed a new coven an t w h ich , a cco r d in g  t o  h im , God would w r ite  

in  m en's h e a r ts  and th e r e b y  put h i s  law  in  t h e i r  inward  

p a r ts*  1 As a  oon seq u en oe, t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  became " In ter

n a lis e d '’ and " s p ir i t u a l iz e d ' ’ w ith  th e  e la b o r a t io n  o f  the  

Law, th e  g r e a t  In c r e a se  o f  p r i e s t l y  a e t i v i t y  under th e  in 

s p ir in g  le a d e r s h ip  of th e  p r ie s t -p r o p h e t  E z e k ie l ,  and th e  

r i s e  o f  r e g u la r  s e r v ic e s  o f  p rayer  and in s t r u c t io n  in  tb s  

S c r ip tu r es*  Turning from  outward r i t e  to  inward m ed ita

t io n  and r e c a l l i n g  th e  g o ld en  days o f  David and Solomon th e  

more v i v i d l y  in  c o n tr a s t  w ith  t h e ir  o n -g o in g  d i s t r e s s ,  in  

order t o  o o n so le  th e m se lv e s  a s  th e  Chosen P e o p le , th e y  put 

th e ir  w o r ld -m iss io n  in  a  dim M ess ia n ic  fu tu r e  w ith  th e  c h e r 

ish ed  hope o f  a  c a s in g  le a d e r  who would r e a l i z e  th e  lo n g -  

postponed p ro m ises  o f  Yhhweh by r eo o v e r ln g  th e  kingdom o f  

David and e s t a b l i s h in g  a permanent r u le  over th e  G e n t ile s  

throughout th e  world*

With th e  r e o r g a n iz a t io n  a f t e r  th e  R eturn from th e  

B abylon ian  E x ile  in  444 B* C #, th e  r e l i g i o n  o f  I s r a e l  de

v e lo p ed  in t o  Judaism baaed on a  sy n c r e tism  o f  th e  w hole r e 

l ig io u s  e x p e r le n o e s  of I s r a e l  a s  In te r p r e te d  in  th e  l i g h t

1# Jorom iah. 3 1 :3 1 -3 4 .
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1of t h e ir  l a t e s t ,  h ig h e s t ,  most approved s ta n d a r d s . I t s  

thought and p r a o t io e  became c e n te r e d  in  th e  Law, th e  Tem ple, 

and th e  M ess ia n ic  Hope# A new tem ple was im m ed ia te ly  r e 

b u i l t  upon th e  o ld  r u in s  and th e  W ritten  Law was com pleted  

by 400 B . C . From th e  e x p la n a t io n e  o f th e  W ritten  Law by  

th e  S c r ib e s  grew th e  Oral Law* The observance o f  l e g a l  p re

c e p ts  now atme  t o  be look ed  upon a s  m e r ito r io u s  and a s  th e  

means of s a lv a t io n ,  and th u s c o n s t i t u t e d  a c la im  f o r  r e 

ward* M eanw hile, a f t e r  th e  R e s to r a t io n  th e r e  appeared on 

account o f th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  H ellen ism  two d i s t i n c t  p a r t i e s  

among th e  la t e r  Jews* th e  Sadduoees, an a r l s t o c r a t i c - p o l -  

i t i o a l  p a r ty , and th e  P h a r is e e s  ( in c lu d in g  th e  S c r ib e s ) ,  a  

d e m o c r a t ic - le g a l i s t ic  p a r ty . The form er were c o n se r v a t iv e  

and r e p r e se n te d  th e  o ld e r  Judaism  and d e n ie d  b o th  r e su r r e c 

t io n  and p er so n a l Im m orta lity ; w hereas th e  l a t t e r  r e p r e se n t

ed m ost normal r e s u l t s  o f Jew ish  r e l ig i o u s  developm ent s in o e  

th e  E x i l e ,  but em phasized th e  e x te r n a l  or form al observance  

o f r ite sa n d  d en ied  th e  fo r g iv e n e s s  o f s in n e r s  and rep en tan ce  

of wrong a c t io n s #

3 .  C h r is t ia n  Moral la p  v e r su s  Jew ish

From R ev o lt t o  Reform*— Amid th e  p o l i t i o a l  u p h eava ls  

su f fe r e d  under th e  yoke o f b oth  n a t iv e  and Roman r u le r s  on

1 .  Abrahams, Judaism ,  p .  5 .
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th e  one hand and th e  r e l i g i o u s  dogmas m onopolized  in  th e  

hands o f  th e  S e r ib e e  and P h a r is e e s  on th e  o th e r ,  J e su s  

(4 B . C .-2 9  A. D . ) o f  K a ssre th  was born to  o la im  h is  l e g i t 

im ate lle ea ia h eh ip  a s  C h r is t  p r o c la im in g  th e  g o s p e l o f  u n i

v e r s a l  lo v e  a s  a  d o c tr in e  o f  r e v o l t  and a th eory  o f  reform *  

Born o f  a  humble fa m ily  and brought up among popular mul

t i t u d e s ,  he n a tu r a lly  ch e r ish ed  an e n t h u s ia s t i c  sympathy 

fo r  th e  p o o r , th e  s i d e ,  and th e  in n o o e n t , to  whom th e  th en  

i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  headed by th e  P h a r is e e s  and Sadduoeea were 

ra th er  in d i f f e r e n t .  Subsequent to  h i s  b ap tism  by John th e  

B a p t is t ,  he w ent in to  th e  w ild e r n e s s  fo r  f a s t i n g  and p r a y e r ,  

whereby he acq u ired  a  profound s p i r i t u a l  e x p e r ie n c e . He 

returned  w ith  th e  f ir m  se n se  o f  a  m iss io n — th e  m iss io n  o f  

p reach in g  a  new way o f  u n iv e r s a l  s a lv a t io n  fo r  a l l  humanity* 

By oau sin g  an overw helm ing r e v o lu t io n  a g a in s t  th e  e x i s t in g  

r e l ig i o n  o f  h i s  fe llo w -c o u n tr y m e n , he w i l l i n g ly  met th e  

m iserab le  f a t e  o f  a  p io n ee r  m artyr— th e  se n te n c e  to  c r u c i

f i x io n ,  The w h ole  c o n f l i c t  o f  h i s  sew r e l i g i o u s  c r e e d -  

la t e r  known a s  C h r is t ia n i t y — w ith  Judaism  d e s ig n a te s  v iv id ly  

a  r e v o l t  o f  m o r a lity  a g a in s t  l e g a l i t y t  cosm op o litan ism  

a g a in s t  p r o v in c ia l is m , inward p u r ity  a g a in s t  outward o b ser 

v a n c e , h e a r t f e l t  e x p r e s s io n s  a g a in s t  form al p r a o t io e s ,  or 

in  sh o r t  u n iv e r s a l  m oralism  a g a in s t  l o c a l  leg a lism *  1

1 , Among th e  f a c t o r s  th a t  made th e  appearance o f  th e  new 
w o r ld - r e l ig io n ,  y .  T h i l l y  m en tion s!
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Jeans d id  not w r ite  any sy s te m a tic  t r e a t i s e  on h i s  

v iew s and p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  b a s is  o f  human c o n d u c t . Y et in  

v iew  o f h i s  lu m in ou s, in s p ir in g ,  and commanding c h a r a c te r ,  

h i s  fr a g o e n ta r y  t e a c h in g s ,  a s  record ed  in  th e  fo u r  g o s p e ls  

o f th e  Hew T estam en t, do c o n s t i t u t e  a  d e f i n i t e  sy stem  of 

t e a c h in g s . H is l i f e  was h i s  sy s te m . As over a g a in s t  th e  

co n c ep tio n  o f  human n atu re  a s  p r im a r ily  bad w hich th e  He* 

brews had c h e r ish e d  from  tim e im m em orial, J esu s c o n c e iv e d  

o f human n a tu re  a s  p r im a r ily  weak and th e r e fo r e  s u s c e p t ib le  

to  o u ts id e  In f lu e n c e  v h eth er  h o ly  or e v i l .  But he had a  

s tr o n g  c o n v ic t io n  in  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of im proving i t .  Every

body h as a sh are  in  th e  o r ig in a l  s in ;  and C h r is t  came to  

save man from i t .  He who w ants t o  Improve h i s  n a tu re  must 

a f f i l i a t e  h im se lf  w ith  th e  o u ts id e  in f lu e n c e  t h a t  i s  good, 

h o ly , and d iv in e .  T h erefore  he must "be born  anew"— born  

of th e  S p ir i t ;  he must renounce a l l  e a r t h ly  v a n ity  and 

m a te r ia l a v a r ic e ;  and above a l l  he must p u r ify  h i s  h e a r t .

T h is la  th e  p r e lim in a r y  s te p  to  s a lv a t io n .  I f  th e  fo u n ta in  

i s  p u r i f i e d ,  th e  stream  w i l l  be p u re; i f  th e  h e a r t  I s  p u r i-

1 .  (C o n t. from  p .  4 9 ) "the e x is t e n c e  o f  a  u n iv e r s a l  em
p ir e ;  th e  grow ing s p i r i t  o f co sm op o litan ism  and 
b ro th erh ood , which S to ic is m  had done so  much t o  

in c u lc a t e ;  th e  c o n c e p tio n  o f  a  s p i r i t u a l  d e i t y  ta u g h t by  
th e  p h ilo s o p h e r s ;  th e  d o c tr in e s  o f  im m o rta lity  c o n ta in e d  
in  th e  pop u lar  Creek m y s te r ie s  and O rien ta l r e l i g i o n s ;  and 
th e  Jew ish  id e a l  o f a  p e r so n a l God, which su cceed ed  in  
awakening th e  r e l ig i o u s  s p i r i t  ifcere th e  a b s tr a c t  a c t io n s  
o f th e  m eta p h y sic ia n s had f a i l e d .  C h r is t ia n i t y  w as, in  
a  m easure, a  c h i ld  o f  i t s  a g e ,  a  c h i ld  o f Judaism  and 
H ellenio-R om an c i v i l i s a t i o n . "  (H is to r y  o f  P h ilo so p h y . 
p .  1 3 4 .)
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f l e d ,  th e  conduct w i l l  be g o o d . I f  th e  Rloh Man oou ld  hare  

renounced h ie  w o r ld ly  w ea lth  and p u r i f ie d  h i s  h e a r t a s  

Lazarus had don e, he would have been sa r e d l

n a tu r a l ly  Jesu s condemned w ith o u t any  r e s e r v e  th e  

e x te r n a lls m , form alism , and r itu a l is m  o f  th e  S c r ib e s  a id  

th e  P h a r is e e s i  *

But a l l  t h e i r  works th e y  do fo r  t o  be s e e n  
o f  men* fo r  th e y  make broad t h e i r  p h y la c t e r ie s ,  
and e n la r g e  th e  bord ers o f  t h e i r  garm en ts, and 
lo r e  th e  o h l e f  pl&ee a t  f e a s t s ,  and th e  c h i e f  
s e a t s  in  th e  sy n a g o g u es, and th e  s a lu ta t io n s  In  
th e  m a rk et-p la ce b , and to  be e& lled  o f  men,
R abbi••■■

woe unto y ou , s o r lb e s  and P h a r is e e s ,  hypo
c r i t e s  I fo r  y e  are  l ik e  u n to  w h ited  s e p u lc h r e s ,  
w hich outw ardly appear b e a u t i f u l ,  hut inw ard ly  
are f u l l  o f dead m en's b o n e s , and o f  a l l  un
c i  e a n n e sa . Bven so  ye a l s o  outw ard ly  appear  
r ig h te o u s  u n to  men, but in w ard ly  ye a re  f h l l  o f  
h y p o c r isy  and i n l < p i t y . . . .

in  r e p ly  t o  th e  P h a r is e e s '  con tem p la ted  q u e s t io n , he de

c la r e d  op en ly  th a t  i t  i s  la w fu l e v en  on th e  sab b ath  day  

e i t h e r  t o  e a t  th e  e a r s  of corn  a lo n g  th e  c o r n f ie ld s  or t o  

h e a l any i l l  p erson  b ecau se  th e r e  i s  no rea so n  ifcy i t  i s  

u n law fu l on th e  sab b ath  day t o  do good and t o  save  a  l i f e .

"The sab bath  was made f o r  man, and not nan f o r  th e  sabbath*" S 

Moral Ism on B a rth *—  As th e  main s t e p  t o  s a lv a t io n  

Jesu s preached  th e  g o sp e l o f u n iv e r s a l  lo v e ,  and ad vocated  

a b s o lu te  m oral ism  throughout th e  world* To lo v e  h u m ility

1* M atthew. 23* 5 - 7 |  i b i d * . 27 -28*  
2* Mark. Z t  2 7 .



i s  e s s e n t i a l ,  however* Thus throughout th e  vfliole argument 

o f  the Germ on on th e  Mount th e  m iddle term  i s  Lore*  ̂ The 

g u id in g  p r in c ip le  o f  human conduct i s  lo v e — lo v e  o f  God

and lo v e  o f man, and i t s  c a r d in a l e x p r e s s io n s  a r e  the f a -
o

therhood o f  God and th e  brotherhood o f  men* I t  even  go es  

to  such an e x te n t  th a t  when once p eo p le  t o ld  him th a t  h i s  

mother and b r o th e r s  were w a it in g  t o  se e  him , he s a id  to  

them, "My m other and b r e th re n  are th e s e  which h ea r  th e  

word o f  G od.“ ®

In th e  e y e s  of J esu s  l i f e  i s  a  p ilg r im a g e  tow ards  

th e  e te r n a l  fa th e r la n d , and i t s  supreme b u s in e s s  i s  to  con

t r ib u t e  to  th e  g lo r y  o f God and th e  w e lfa r e  o f  men* Love 

and n ot f e a r  i s  th e  m otive  o f  th e  v7orship o f  God, which  

makes a c h a lle n g e  o f  m o r a lity  to  l e g a l i t y * A gain 0<ri i s

M atthew. 5: 3 -1 2 . " B lessed  a r e  th e  poor in  s p i r i t }  
fo r  t h e i r s  i s  th e  kingdom o f  heaven* B le sse d  are  
th e y  th a t  mourni fo r  th e y  s h a l l  be com forted* B le s s 
ed are  th e  meek: fo r  th e y  s h a l l  in h e r it  th e  ea rth *
B le sse d  are th ey  th a t  hunger and t h i r s t  a f t e r  r ig h t 
e o u sn e s s :  fo r  th e y  s h a l l  be f i l l e d *  B le s se d  are
th e  m e r c lfh l:  fo r  th e y  s h a l l  o b ta in  mercy* B le s se d
are th e  pure in  h e a r t:  fo r  th e y  s h a l l  s e e  God*
B le s se d  are  th e  p eaoe-m ak ers: fo r  th e y  s h a l l  be
c a l l e d  son s o f  God* B le s se d  are th e y  t h a t  have 
been p e r se c u te d  f o r  r ig h te o u sn e ss*  sa k e , fo r  t h e i r s  
i s  th e  kingdom o f  heaven* B le sse d  are  y e  when men 
s h a l l  rep roach  y o u , and p e r se c u te  y o u , and s a y  a l l  
manner o f e v i l  a g a in s t  you f a l s e l y  fo r  my sake* Re
j o i c e ,  and be e x c e e d in g  g la d :  fo r  g r ea t i s  your
reward in  heaven*"

2* I b id . .  22 : 3 7 -4 0 .
3* Luke. 8 :  21*
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u n iv e r s a l  and not n a t io n a l a s  o o n o e iv ed  o f by th e  Jews*

He i s  t o  be w orshipped n e ith e r  in  th e  Temple o f  Jerusalem  

nor a t  th e  to p  o f  th e  Sam aritan m oun ta in , but by everybody  

in  s p i r i t  and tru th *  1 Love oan grow in  our h e a r ts  o n ly  

w ith  d e e p , u n seen  oommunlon w ith  th e  s p i r i t  o f  L ove, which  

i s  Sod* Ab an e v id e n t symbol and e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  attem pt 

to  be in  communion w ith  Ood, th e  Lord’ s  P rayer— ad d ressed  

to  th e  H eavenly F ather w ith  s p e c ia l  r e fe r e n c e s  t o  th e  h o l i 

n e ss  o f  H is name, th e  advent o f  H is kingdom, th e  r e a l iz a t io n  

o f H is w i l l  on e a r th  a s  in  h eaven , th e  avo idan ce o f  temp

t a t i o n ,  and th e  s a lv a t io n  from  e v i l — c le a r l y  p o in ts  th e
2

way le a d in g  t o  r ig h t  conduct in  d a i l y  l i f e *  "Except your  

r ig h te o u s n e s s  s h a l l  ex ceed  the r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f th e  s c r ib e s  

and P h a r is e e s ,"  te a c h e s  J e s u s , Ny e  s h a l l  in  no w ise  e n te r
3

in to  th e  kingdom o f heaven*" We must tu rn  from outward 

law  t o  in n e r  and spontaneous s p r in g s  o f  good n ess on i t s  

own a o o o u n t, which are  n e ith e r  wisdom nor p le a su r e  but Faith, 

Hope, and L ove, Love b e in g  th e  u lt im a te  one* The concep

t io n  o f  lo v e  o f  man— o f a l l  hum anity— i s  b e s t  I l lu s t r a t e d  

in  th e  P arab le  o f  th e  flood Sam aritan whose m orals u n d e r ly  

th e  b a s i s  o f th e  C h r is t ia n  e th ic b  o f  s e l f - a a e r l f i o e  and so 

c i a l  s e r v ic e *  *

From th e  d o c tr in e  o f  a b s o lu te  m orallsm  on e a r th  

J esu s  p ro ceed s t o  th e  p r in c ip le  o f n o n -r e s is ta n c e  in  th e

1* John. 4* 20-24* 2* v* Matthew. 6s9-13*
iP la — 5i 20* 4* v . Luke. 10130-37.
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o a se s  o f s o c ia l  c o n f l i c t ,  which i s  c l e a r l y  r e f l e c t e d  in  the  

fo l lo w in g  p assage*  1

Lore ycur e n e m ie s , do good to  them th a t  h a te  
y ou , b le s s  them th a t  c u r se  y o u , pray  fo r  them 
th a t  d e s p i t e f U l ly  u se  y o u . To him th a t  sm ite th  
th e e  on th e  one Cheek o f f e r  a ls o  th e  o ther} and 
from him th a t  ta k e th  away th y  o lok e w ith h o ld  not 
th y  coa t a l s o .  G ive t o  e v er y  one th a t  aaketh  
th e e }  and o f him th a t  ta k e th  away th y  goods 
ask  them n o t a g a in . And ye would th a t  men sh ould  
do t o  y ou , do ye a i s o  to  them l ik e w is e .

H erein  l i e s  th e  Golden R u le . A c co r d in g ly , he r e fu s e d  to  

be in v o lv e d  in  c u r r e n t p o l i t i c a l  c o n tr o v e r sy  on the one hand, 

and on th e  o th er  look ed  to  th e  kingdom of God on e a r th .  

"Render th e r e fo r e  u n to  C a e sa r ,!* te a c h e s  J e su s , "the th in g s
2

th a t  are C a e sa r 's}  and u n to  God th e  th in g s  th a t are  G od's."  

Having been  a c c u se d  o f  th e  a r r o g a tio n  o f th e  t i t l e  o f  "the  

King of th e  Jew s,"  he d is c la im e d  b e fo re  P i l a t e ,  "My kingdom
3

i s  not o f t h i s  w or ld ."  Were h is  kingdom o f  t h i s  w o r ld , 

h i s  fo l lo w e r s  would have fo u g h t and he would not have been  

d e liv e r e d  t o  th e  Jew s. H is kingdom i s  th a t  o f  God, an id e a l  

community e x c lu s iv e ly  b ased  on m oral r e l a t io n s .  H ence, no 

governm ent, no judgm ent,  and no punishm ent. "Be ye m erci

ful," te a c h e s  J e s u s ,  "even a s  your F ather i s  m e r c if u l .  And 

jud ge n o t ,  and y e  s h a l l  n ot be judged* and condemn n o t ,  

and ye s h a l l  n o t be condemned: r e l e a s e ,  and ye s h a l l  be

r e le a s e d :  g iv e*  and i t  s h a l l  be g iv e n  u n to  you ."  * Such a

1. v .  Luke. 6: 27 -31 . 2 .  Matthew. 22* 21 .
3 .  John. 18: 3 6 . 4 .  Luke. 6 : 36-37 .
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Tien e v e n tu a l ly  le a d s  to  h ia  t o le r a n t  th eory  o f  p e n a lty  

among human r e la t io n e  a s  ev id en ced  in  h ie  sa y in g  "He th a t  

i s  w ith o u t a in  l e t  him throw th e  f i r s t  a to n e ,*  * t o  th e  

woman r e p u d ia te d . The coining o f  th e  id e a l  s o c i a l  order  

he p rocla im ed  aa th e  hope o f  hum anity, th e  embodiment and 

fu l f i lm e n t  o f th e  Golden R ule— th e  brotherhood o f  mankind 

under th e  fa th erh ood  o f  God.

L egal!am  in  H eaven. - -  The e f f o r t  o f  Jeaus to  put in  

p la c e  o f  fe a r  lo v e  aa th e  d eterm in in g  p r in c ip le  o f  th e  r e 

la t io n  betw een God and man, betw een man and man, was* no 

dou bt, a g r e a t  c h a lle n g e  to  Jew ish  le g a l is m  and a ls o  a g r e a t  

r e v o l t  o f  m o ra lity  a g a in s t  l e g a l i t y  in  th e  r e l i g i o u s  and 

s o o ia l  l i f e  o f  mankind. To th e  P h a r is e e s  he was a r e b e l  

a ttem p tin g  to  d isp e n se  w ith  le g a l is m  on e a r th )  to  th e  pro

p h e ts , how ever, he was t h e ir  g r e a t e s t  reform er s t r iv in g  to  

in te r p r e t  th e  Law In th e  r ig h t  way. As he s a id  to  th e  

crowds a t  th e  open in g  o f  h i s  m in is t r y ,  "Think not th a t  1 

came to  d e s tr o y  th e  law or th e  p r o p h ets ) I  came not t o  d e s

t r o y ,  b u t to  f u l f i l .  7or  v e r i ly  Z say unto  y o u , t i l l  heaven  

and e a r th  s h a l l  p a ss  away, one J e t  or one t i t l e  s h a l l  in  

no w ise  paas away from  th e  la w , t i l l  a l l  th in g s  be accom

p l is h e d . H ^ The law co n tin u ea  and must co n tin u e  suprem e.

R e tr ib u tio n  which had been co n fin ed  by th e  p r i e s t s  

and th e  p ro p h ets  to  th e  p r e se n t  w o r ld , Jobus pushed in to

1 .  j[£32SLt 7 * 2 . Matthew. 5 j 17-18.
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heaven— or in to  a  fu tu r e  l i f e — by a d v o c a tin g  a p o s tu la te d  

b e l i e f  in  th e  im m o rta lity  o f  th e  s o u l and th e  r e s u r r e c t io n  

of th e  b od y . The r e t r ib u t iv e  th e o r y  o f reward and p u n ish 

ment i s  b e s t  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  th e .P a r a b le  o f  Lazarus and t h e  

Rich Man. * In v ie w  o f  t h i s  id e a  th e  conduct o f  th e  Good 

Sam aritan in  sa v in g  the l i f e  o f th e  poor v io t im  on th e  way

s id e  between Jerusalem  and J e r ic o ,  was c e r t a in ly  moral on 

ea r th  but m ight be l e g a l  in  heaven i f  he e x p e c ted  any re 

ward a t a l l  in  th e  o th er  w o r ld . Throughout th e  L ord 's  

P rayer hopes o f rew ard s, and throughout th e  Sermon on th e  

Mount p rom ises in  h eaven , are  r e p e a te d  over and over a g a in ;  

and, sh a t i s  s t i l l  m ore, th e  Sermon on th e  Mount c lo s e s  w ith  

th e  c la u s e ,  "far g r e a t  i s  your reward in  h e a v e n J e s u s  

even  deemed i t  le g i t im a t e  t o  c la im  rew ards from God in  hea

ven  fo r  the good deeds done on e a r t h .  ^ ien  P e te r  sa id  to  

him , MLo, we have l e f t  a l l ,  and fo llo w e d  th e e ;  what then  

s h a l l  we have?" ^ he d e sc r ib e d  th e  s u b s t a n t i a l i t y  o f  r e 

wards w ith  th e  P arab le  of th e  H ired L aborers in  th e  V in e-
3

y a r d . He even  made th e  p r e d ic t io n  a s  w e l l  as e x p e c ta t io n  

o f  th e  advent of th e  F in a l Judgment by th e  Son o f  man in  

th e  r e g e n e r a t io n , whereby th e  r e t r ib u t iv e  th e o r y  o f  p e n a lty  

and reward would be s t r i c t l y  c a r r ie d  o u t .  Such an  in t e r 

p r e ta t io n  of th e  u lt im a te  s a n c t io n s  o f  th e  moral code in  

th e  l ig h t  o f th e  i n f i n i t e  reward and punishm ent a w a itin g

1 . Lake. 16} 19 -3 1 . 2 .  Matthew. 19s 2 7 .
3 . T E H ., 201 1 -1 6 .



th e  im m ortal so u l in  th e  o th er  w orld , i s  n o th in g  "but a  

tra n sfo rm a tio n  o f Hebrew le g a lism *  * T hus, even  a  b rave  

r e b e l and a  g en u in e  reform er a s  he w as, Jesu s d id  not d is 

pense w ith  th e  k e r n e l o f th e  s o c ia l  s tr u c tu r e  o f  h i s  com

m unity , and th a t was le g a l is m  which he ev en  a ttem p ted  to  

j u s t i f y  by i d e a l l y  tra n sfo rm in g  i t *  The l e g a l i s t i c  com

m unity o f  th e  Hebrews d id  produce l e g a l i s t i c  ty p e s  o f  

mind*

As a  th in k e r , none can be compared t o  Jesu s in  r e 

gard to  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f h is  te a c h in g s  sw aying ov er  th e  

thought and conduct o f p o s t e r i ty *  H is h e r o ic  martyrdom on 

the c r o s s  tu r n in g  in to  th e  s o le  s t im u la n t o f  h i s  a d h eren ts  

im m ed iate ly  upon h i s  d e a th , th e  more s e v e r e ly  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

r u le r s  and orthodox Jews p e r se c u te d  them as h e r e t i c s ,  the  

more w id e ly  were th e y  s c a t t e r e d  as e v a n g e l i s t s  o f  th e  new 

g o sp e l*  Up to  th e  y e a r  325 A* D* when th e  Roman Emperor 

C on stan tin e  th e  Great sa n c t io n e d  i t  a s  th e  o f f i c i a l  r e l i g i o n  

of th e  Em pire, C h r is t ia n i t y  had t o  s t r u g g le  fo r  e x is t e n c e  

through th e  d a r in g  e f f o r t s  o f  many p r o p a g a n d is ts  and organ

i s e r s *  The f i r s t  and b e s t  o r g a n ise r  a s  w e l l  a s  p rop agan d ist  

of th e  te a c h in g s  o f Jesu s was St* P au l or Sau l o f  T arsus  

(1  A* D .-6 7  A* D .)*  An a s s is t a n t  In  th e  s to n in g  o f  Stephen  

a s  he was, on h i s  Journey t o  Damascus made on purpose to

1* H it t in g  su ch  l e g a l i s t i c  tr e n d s  in v o lv e d  in  th e  C h r is t ia n  
r e l i g i o n ,  John S tu a rt H i l l  i n  h i s  e s s a y  on th e  " U t i l i t y  
o f  R e lig io n "  a ttem p ts t o  d efen d  th e  R e l ig io n  o f  Humanity
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p e r se c u te  th e  f o l lo w e r s  o f J e su s  s c a t t e r e d  t h e r e ,  he was 

co n v erted  t o  th e  C h r is t ia n  r e l ig i o n  b y  a  sudden v i s i o n  o f  

th e  r i s e n  J e s u s , H en ceforth  h e  sp en t th e  r e s t  o f h i s  l i f e  

p reach in g  th e  new g o sp e l he had won by h i s  m y stic  exp er

ie n c e  u n t i l  he d ie d  a m artyr in  Home* P o sse sse d  o f  th e  

rare s a g a c ity  o f th e  Roman s ta te sm a n , P au l i n i t i a t e d  th e  

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f C h r is t ia n i t y ,  and made the  

r e l ig io n  u n iv e r s a l  not o n ly  in  th e o r y  but in  p r a c t ic e  a ls o *  

In v iew  o f th e  thorough r a b b in ic a l t r a in in g  and th e  S to ic  

in f lu e n o e  he had r e c e iv e d  e a r ly  in  b i s  l i f e ,  he e la b o r a te d  

J e s u s ^  te a c h in g s  on a r a t io n a l  and sy s te m a tic  b a s i s ,  and 

more th an  Jesu s was he h o s t i l e  in  a t t i t u d e  t o  th e  Jew ish  

Law by s e t t in g  up th e  n o t io n  o f  in n er  c o n sc ie n c e  a g a in s t  

ou ter l e g a l  a u th o r ity *  *

1* (C en t, from p* 5?) through  a  c r i t ic i s m  from  th e  e t h ic a l  
s ta n d p o in t o f th e  su p e rn a tu r a l r e l ig i o n s  w ith  C h r is t ia n 
i t y  a s t h e ir  b e s t  exam ple* "Even th e  C h r ist  of th e  
G o sp e ls ,"  argues M i l l ,  "hold s out t h e  d lr e o t  prom ise o f  
reward from heaven a s  a  prim ary inducem ent t o  th e  nob le  
and b e a u t i fu l  b e n e fio en o e  tow ard s our fe l lo w -o r e a tu r e s  
which he so im p r e s s iv e ly  in c u lc a te s *  T h is i s  a  r a d ic a l  
i n f e r i o r i t y  o f  th e  b e s t  su p e r -n a tu r a l r e l i g i o n s ,  cera- 
pared w ith  th e  R e lig io n  o f  Humanity; s in c e  th e  g r e a t
e s t  th in g  which moral in f lu e n c e s  can do fo r  a m elio ra 
t io n  o f  human n a tu r e , 1 s  to  o n l t lv a t e  t h e  u n s e l f i s h  f e e l 
in g s  in  th e  on ly  mode in  w hich any a c t i v e  p r in c ip le  in  
human n atu re can be e f f e c t u a l l y  c u l t iv a t e d ,  nam ely by 
h a b itu a l e x e r c is e  i but th e  h a b it  o f  e x p e c t in g  t o  be 
rewarded in  an oth er  l i f e  fo r  our con d u ct in  t h i s ,  makes 
even v ir tu e  i t s e l f  no lo n g e r  an e x e r c i s e  o f  the u n s e l
f i s h  f e e l i n g s •" (Three E ssays on R e l ig io n , p* 1 1 1 ) .

1 .  I .  T im othy. 1« B, "The end sou ght i s  lo v e  which sp r in g s  
from a  pure h e a r t ,  a  c le a r  c o n s c ie n c e ,  and a  s in c e r e  
fa ith * "  Romans.  3 i  2 8 ,  " It i s  a s  th e  r e s u l t  o f f a i t h  
th a t  a  man i s  h e ld  t o  be r ig h t e o u s ,  a p a r t from  a c t io n s  
done in  ob ed ien ce  t o  Law*”
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D. The T r a d it io n a l  C on troversy  Between  

M ediaeval Church and 

S ta te

Re-appearam>e o f  R e lig io u s  L egal lam *—  .Then Christ** 

i a n i t y — th e g o sp e l i n i t i a t e d  hy Jesus and s y s t e m a t ic a l ly  

organ ized  hy S t .  P a u l— beoarae l e g a l iz e d  in  i t  a p r o c e ss  o f  

propaganda, i t  oom pleted  i t s  trium ph over paganism  in  G reece  

and Rome. The s o o ia l  agenoy th e  e a r ly  C h r is t ia n s  cou ld  

o f f e r  t o  th e  pagans was j u s t  what th e  l a t t e r  w anted fo r  

m a in ta in in g  s o c ia l  u n i t y ,  and th a t  was God a s  r e v e a le d  in  

C h r ist and made a v a i la b le  through th e  medium of an in d e 

pendent i n s t i t u t i o n ,  n am ely ,th e  Church. With t h i s  e c c l e s 

i a s t i c a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  a s  i t s  a u th o r i t a t iv e  c e n te r  o f en

forcem en t, th e y  a ttem p ted  t o  put l o f t y  id e a ls  and stan d ard s  

o f conduct in to  o p era tio n  among th e  m asses o f p e o p le .  Outer 

a u th o r ity  once more appeared t o  su p p lan t in n er  c o n s c ie n c e .

The r e l ig io n  was now so  fo r m a lly  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  th a t  i t  

su b seq u en tly  became e a s ie r  to  fo llo w  r u le s  than to  r e f l e o t  

upon p r in c ip le s  and a p p ly  th a n . Id ea  b e in g  l i k e l y  t o  tu rn  

in to  h a b i t ,  r e f l e c t i v e  m o r a lity  e v e n tu a l ly  shaded o f f  in to  

custom ary l e g a l i t y .  A ll  a t  once th e  r e l ig io u s  le g a l is m  o f  

th e  C h r is t ia n s  began t o  r iv a l  th e  p o l i t i c a l  l e g a . l lan o f  th e  

ad h eren ts to  th e  p a s t  Roman t r a d i t io n .  T h en cefo rth  f o r  

more than  ten  c e n tu r ie s  th e  seme attem p t to  s o lv e  th e  oon - 

f l i o t  betw een Church and S ta te ,  and t o  a d ju s t  th e  i n d i v i d u a l s  

conduct t o  ohuroh dogmas and s t a t e  la w s , was r ep ea ted  by
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numerous C h r is t ia n  t h in k e r s .

R e l ig io n  v ersu s P o l i t i e s — St» A u g u s t in e .- -  S t •

A u g is t in e  (354*430) d e p r e c ia te d  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  S ta te  

even  a s  su b o rd in a te  to  th e  Church. He lo o k e d  upon th e  

e x is t e n c e  o f  th e  Roman Empire in  u n it in g  a l l  th e  n a tio n s  

under a  common r u le  as a  means t o  th e  spread o f  C h r is t ia n 

i t y .  W itn e ss in g  th e  sa ck  o f th e  c i t y  o f  Rome by A la r ic  

and h i s  V is ig o th s  in  410 A* D. and fo r e s e e in g  th e  impend

in g  doom of th e  Roman Em pire, he d e c la r e d  th a t  e a r t h ly  ru

l e r s  sh ou ld  th e r e a f t e r  g iv e  way t o  th e  Church— th e  o i t y  

of G od--which would d is p la c e  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  th e  S t a t e .

H is whole th o u g h t, working out th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  b a s is  fo r  

the L a tin  Church of th e  M iddle A ges, can be regard ed  a s a  

r a t io n a l  e x p o s it io n  o f th e  Lordf a P ra y e r .

H is d o c tr in e  o f p r e d e s t in a t io n  th a t human f a t e  l i e s  

in  G od's h an d s, r e f l e o t s  th e  gloomy atm osphere o f th e  a g e ,  

w ith  i t s  p e s s im is t ic  b e l i e f  in  th e  d e p r a v ity  o f  human n a tu r e , 

as w e l l  a s  t r a c e s  o f  a  p ro fo u n d ly  r e l ig io u s  s p i r i t .  Man 

b e in g  a  tem poral union o f s o u l  and b od y , e a r t h ly  l i f e  i s  

but a  p ilg r im a g e  t o  God. The supreme b u s in e s s  o f  l i f e  i s  

u n io n  w ith  God by lo v e ,  w hich i s  p o s s ib le  o n ly  in  a fu tu r e  

l i f e .  Everybody w ith  a sh are  in  o r ig in a l ,  h e r e d ita r y  s i n ,  

can be saved o n ly  by  th e  mercy and g r a ce  o f  God. Love i s  

th e  supreme v i r t u e ,  and lo v e  o f God ifa loh  i s  th e  work o f  

d iv in e  g r a ce  a o t in g  w it h in ,  i s  th e  b a s is  o f  a ltr u is m  in  

s o o ia l  l i f e .  O bedlenoe to  th e  Church i s  the g u id in g  mark
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o f  a  p io u s l i f e ,  and s a lv a t io n  can be ga in ed  o n ly  through  

the sacram ents o f  th e  Church. The co n tem p la tio n  o f  God i s  

a lon e  wisdom, and i s  a lo n e  h a p p in e s s . D is t in g u is h in g  be*  

tw een two k in d s o f  know ledge— n a tu r a l or s c i e n t i f i c  and d i 

v in e  or r e v e a le d — S t .  A u gu stin e  m ain ta in ed  th a t  o n ly  th e  

knowledge of God and s e l f  i s  worth h a v in g . S c i e n t i f i c  know

le d g e  has va lu e  o n ly  in  so  f a r  a s  i t  t e l l s  o f God. D iv in e  

knowledge a lon e  has e te r n a l and immutable t r u t h .  The w i l l  

of God i s  th e r e fo r e  th e  u lt im a te  f a c t o r  d e term in in g  human 

knowledge and condu ct in  p r iv a te  l i f e . .

The same i s  tru e in  s o c i a l  l i f e .  The e a r th ly  B ta te  

o r ig in a te s  from  th e  s o c i a l  i n s t i n c t  o f man. Yet i t  i s  th e  

r e s u l t  o f  h i s  s in f u l  n a tu r e , a s  based on s e l f - i n t e r e s t  and 

even  th e  d is r e g a r d  of God. The C h r is t ia n  Church, how ever, 

i s  th e  kingdom o f  heaven on e a r th  a s  e s t a b l is h e d  on th e  lo v e  

of God and r e n u n o la tio n  o f th e  s e l f .  The g o a l of th e  Church 

i s  a b s o lu t e ,  th a t  o f th e  S ta te  i s  r e l a t i v e .  The Churoh 

se c u r e s  e t e r n a l  s a lv a t io n .  The S ta te  i s  j u s t i f i e d  a s  a  

n e c e ssa r y  means f o r  tem poral p r o te c t io n  in  s e r v ic e  o f  the  

Chur ah |  and so  f a r  a s  i t  i s  s o ,  th e  law s o f  th e  S ta te  must 

be obeyed, t o o .  The Churoh th e r e fo r e  has u n c o n d it io n a l  

so v e r e ig n ty  over th e  S t a t e .  The s o c ia l  id e a l  o f  S t .  Augus

t i n e ,  a s  d e p ic te d  in  h i s  C ity  o f  God, would be t o  have  

s o o le t y  on e a r th  an e x a c t  cop y  o f th e  d iv in e  c i t y  where a l l  

i s  peace  and u n i t y .  The s t a t e  must keep i t s  h ig h e s t  id e a l  

in  accord  w ith  th e  d iv in e  w i l l  so  a s  t o  r e a l i s e  th e  h ig h e s t
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good— to  s e e  God'a s i l l  be done on e a r th  ae  in  heaven*

BAyairy betw een  Churoh and S t a t e .—  th e  b a s a l  

fa c to r  o f  th e  s o c i a l  u n ity  o f  m ed iaeva l C h r is t ia n s  was 

th e ir  u n iform  tr a d it io n *

W ith th e  f a l l  o f  th e  W estern Roman Empire in  476  

A« D, Europe en tered  in to  th e  Sark Ages* lo s in g  a l l  th e  

v a r i e t i e s  o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and th e  m a te r ia l h e r ita g e  o f  

a n t iq u it y .  However, out o f  th e  chaos o f  barbarism  and war

fa r e  th e r e  were g r a d u a lly  develop ed  un iform  p r a c t ic e s  and 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  under th e  gu idance o f  th e  Homan Church w ith
i

u n iv e r s a l  id e a ls  and common a s p ir a t io n s *  M ediaeval th e o 

cracy was a com p osite  o f  Greek i n t e l l e c t ,  Homan in s t i t u t io n #  

and th e  C h r is t ia n  r e l ig io n *  W ith th e  co n v e rs io n  o f  Con

s t a n t in e  th e  G reat th e  Roman b ish op  began to  a d v is e  th e  em

peror In e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a f f a ir s *  A fte r  th e  f a l l  o f  Roms 

th e  Church a lo n e  sto o d  as chanjpion s f  th e  u n ity  o f  th e  newly  

con verted  b arb arian s*  through  r e l i g i o u s  propaganda and 

through c u l t u r a l  ed u ca tion *  and th e  popee a c te d  a s  th e  tru e

i. v* De wuif, .ftafl.ia.iuijMUaR.aft. .ifeft.Muata
Agee* p» 131* " fo r , th e r e  was one system  o f  ed u c a tio n  
fo r  p r ia e e s*  lo r d s  and clerkB) one sa cred  and lea rn ed  
language* th e  X a tln ) one code o f  m ora ls) one r i t u a l )  
one h ie r a r c h y , th e  Churoh) one f a i t h  and one common 
w estern  in t e r e s t  a g a in s t  heathendom and a g a in s t  Is lam )  
one community o f  th e  s a in t s )  and a l s o  one system  o f  
f e u d a l  h a b it s  f o r  th e  w hole West* C ustom s, char a c t e r 
i s t i c  o f  th e  c o u r te sy  and c h iv a lr y  w h ich  w ere born in  
France in  th e  p reo ed in g  cen tu ry*  had spread  to  a l l  
c o u n t r ie s ,  and had c r e a te d  among th e  n o b i l i t y  o f  tb s  
v a r io u s  n a t io n s  a  s o r t  o f  k in d red  s p ir i t *  The netw ork  
o f  fe u d a lism  embraced a l l  s o o ia l  o la s e e s *  and every*  
where th e  sy stem  had common f e a tu r e s * • •*
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a g en ts  of in te r n a t io n a lis m  w ith in  th e  C hristendom , a lth ou gh  

th e y  f a i l e d  to  w ith sta n d  in  th e  e a s t  and sou th  the fo ro e  

of th e  Mohammedan movement th a t  h u rst f o r th  from Arabia  

in  th e  7 th  c e n tu r y . A fte r  g a in in g  supreme power o p p ortu n e ly , 

i t  began t o  in te r p r e t  sundry c i v i l  o f fe n c e s  a s  o f fe n c e s  

a g a in s t  God. The order of c h iv a lr y  and a l l  th e  k n ig h t ly  

v ir tu e s  d eve lop ed  in  the M iddle Ages embodied a b lend betw een  

the barbarian  w arrior  and th e  C h r is t ia n  s a i n t ,  through  v iiich  

the form er was tamed and le d  t o  f e e l  sacred  o b l ig a t io n s .

The sim u lta n eo u s developm ent of th e  new ly e s ta b l is h e d  H oly  

Roman 33rapire under the r u le  of Charlemagne th e  Great who 

was coron ated  by pope Leo I I I  in  800 A. j) . ,  and th e  Papacy 

in  which the a u th o r ity  o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  re 

s id e d , e v e n tu a l ly  in c r e a se d  th e  antagonism  between th e  Two

Powers— th e  Church and th e  S ta te — through out th e  M iddle 
1

A ges. The s tr u g g le  betw een th e  Etaperor and th e  Pope 

fo r  ascen dan cy  over th e  H oly Roman Empire—  as b e s t  i l l u s 

tr a te d  in  th e  dram atic f ig h t  betw een Emperor Henry IV and 

Pope Gregory VII in  1076— occu p ied  a la r g e  p a r t in  th e  

e a r ly  m ed iaeval h i s t o r y .

S ta te  a s  su b o rd in a te  t o  Church—Thomas A quinas. —  

W hile th e  m asses o f th e  p eo p le  w ere bound up by t r a d i t io n s

1 .  Charlemagne ’ s  e n t i r e  f e l l  t o  p ie c e s  w ith in  a few  de
cad es a f t e r  h is  d e a th . .The h i s t o r y  of th e  H oly Roman 
Em pire, how ever, d e f i n i t e l y  began w ith  th e  c o ro n a tio n  
in  962 A. D. of O tto I ,  th e  German k in g , by Pope John 
X II.
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and lo c a l  k in g s  and fe u d a l lo r d s  wore waging c o n sta n t war

f a r e ,  v a r io u s  i n t e l l e o t u a l  tren d 3  cu lm in ated  in  the r i s e  

of S c h o la s t ic is m  among p ro -p ap a l th in k e r s  of th e  p er io d *  

B egin n ing  w ith  Anselm (1 0 3 3 -1 1 0 9 ) , th e  tru e  ty p e  of th e  

sohoolm an, S c h o la s t ic is m  a t ta in e d  t o  i t s  z e n ith  o f  pros** 

p e r i t y  in  th e  13 th  c en tu ry  through the e f f o r t  o f Thomas 

Aquinas (1224 -1274 )*  U pholding th e  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  Church, 

Hie schoolmen c o n s id e r e d  th e  S ta te  a s  e x i s t in g  fo r  th e  

good o f the Church and the o i t iz e n B , and not v lo e  v e r s a *

The r e v iv a l  o f  the stu d y  o f  Roman Law in  th e  12th  cen tu ry  

b ro u g h t to  th e i  r i n t e l l e o t u a l  p la tfo rm  the n o tio n  o f  ''na

tu r a l law " which th ey  to o k  a s  c o in c id e n t  w ith  th e  m oral code  

in  g e n e r a l so  f a r  a s  c o g n iz a b le  by reason  and r e g u la t iv e  of  

outward conduct*

P e r s i s t in g  problem s and tim e-crow ned c o n c e p ts  p r o 

duced t r a d i t i o n a l i s t i o  ty p e s  o f  m ind, th e  b e s t  r e p r e se n ta 

t i v e  o f which i s  r e v e a le d  in  the p h ilo s o p h ic  th ou gh t o f  

Thomas Aquinas who s y n t h e t i c a l ly  summed up the p a s t— the  

te a c h in g s  o f A r i s t o t l e ,  Zeno, C ic e r o , St* A u g u stin e , and 

the Roman j u r i s t s ,  and a ls o  th e  e a r ly  C h r is t ia n  th e o lo g ia n s*  

The m otive  back o f h i s  i n t e l l e o t u a l  e f f o r t  was a  r e l ig io u s  

one* he aimed to  dem on strate  th e  r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  th e  u n i

v e r s e  a s  a  r e v e la t io n  o f  God*

As to  th e  m o tiv es  o f  human co n d u ct, St* Thomas 

s t a r te d  from h is  c o n c e p tio n  o f  human n atu re  a s  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  

s o c ia l  and w i l l in g  t o  be good , though weak and l i a b l e  t o
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te m p ta tio n . A ll  a c t io n  i s  d ir e c te d  tow ards some end— 

whether w e a lth , h on or, m a te r ia l p le a s u r e , or 3 o c ia l  p r e s

t i g e .  By d i f f e r e n t  aims conduct i s  m o tiv a te d . The suaama 

bonun i s  and ought to  be the knowledge and lo v e  o f  God*

'7e can lo r e  God on ly  when we 'know Him. Through th e  know

le d g e  o f  God, human reason  fu n c tio n s  a s  c o n sc ie n c e  or th e  

f a c u l t y  o f m oral p r i n c ip l e s .  T h ere fo re , i n t e l l e c t  iB p r i 

mary; w i l l ,  seco n d a ry . The end of human l i f e  i s  i n t e l l e c 

t u a l ,  and co n tem p la tiv e  l i f e ,  based  on the lo v e  o f God, i s  

th e  most b le s s e d ,  and i s  su p er io r  t o  p r a c t ic a l  l i f e  which  

i s  based on th e  lo v e  of man. The s a f e s t  and q u ic k e s t  way 

to  b le s s e d n e s s  i s  the t o t a l  abandonment of e a r th ly  v a n ity  

and a v a r ic e  fo r  th e  sake of e t e r n a l  l i f e .  The id e a l  l i f e  

i s  th e  m on astic  and a s c e t i c  l i f e ,  which was v e r y  ch arac

t e r i s t i c  o f m ed iaeval c lergym en .

I f  th e  d e v i l  i s  th e  p r in c ip le  of e v i l ,  God must be 

th e  p r in c ip le  o f  good p o in t in g  men t o  good by f o s t e r in g  

knowledge through  la w , and by s tr en g th e n in g  t h e i r  w i l l  by  

H is m ercy . T h is le a d s  u s  to  c o n sid er  Ct* Thomas' famous 

d o o tr in e  o f la w , w h erein  he d i s t in g u is h e s  fo u r  k in d s o f  

law : e te r n a l  la w , n a tu ra l la w , human la w , and d iv in e  la w .

e te r n a l  law  i3  the g u id in g  and c o n t r o l l in g  p la n  o f  the u n i

v e r s e .  H atural law  i s  the p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  mankind in  

e te r n a l la w , by v ir tu e  o f whioh good and e v i l  are d i s t i n 

g u ish e d . Human law  i s  th a t a s p e c t  o f  n a tu r a l law  p r o p e r ly  

p a r t ic u la r iz e d  and adapted  by human rea so n  t o  human needs
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and s o c i a l  c ir c u m sta n c e s . N atu ral law  i s  th e r e fo r e  con

cerned w ith  m o ra ls , human lav/ w ith  " p o s it iv e  law ."  A ll  

p o s i t i v e  law  i s  m erely  an em anation from n a tu r a l or moral 

law , and must c a rr y  in  d e t a i l  the p r e c e p ts  th e r e o f  $ i t  i s  

j u s t i f i a b l e  o n ly  so fa r  a s  i t  i s  s o .  P o s i t iv e  law  i s  in  

another word th e  p a r t ia l  sa n c t io n  o f  moral law  by means o f  

human a u th o r ity  and penal a d m in is tr a t io n .  ̂ L e g a li ty  must 

conform to  m o r a lity  b ecau se  i t  i s  an em anation th ere fro m .

I t  i s  the d iv in e  law th a t  sa n c t io n s  the s tr u c tu r e  

and fu n c t io n  as w e ll a s th e  o r ig in  and developm ent o f so 

c i e t y .  S o c ie ty  o r ig in a te s  in  n a tu ra l law , and grows out 

of m an's s o c ia l  i n s t i n o t .  To improve and r e g u la te  a n atu r

a l  s o c ia l  o r d e r , p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n iz a tio n  i s  n e c e s s a r y , vrtiich 

r e s t s  upon th e  b a s is  o f human la w . The power to  e s t a b l i s h  

law s i s  the e s s e n t ia l  a t t r ib u t e  o f s o v e r e ig n ty .  Ju st obe

d ie n c e  to  such s t a t e  law s i s  th e  prim ary du ty  o f th e  sub

j e c t .  Em phasizing th e  im portance o f  the in d iv id u a l  in  th e  

S t a t e ,  S t .  Thomas ad vocated  a  com p osite  form o f  govern

ment in  w hich th e  s o v e r e ig n ty  b e lo n g s t o  th e  p e o p le  h av in g  

the r ig h t  o f  pop u lar  d e le g a t io n  and e l e c t i o n ,  and which i s  

at th e  same tim e combined w ith  an e l e c t i v e  monarchy and an
2

o lig a r c h y  to  c u r t a i l  th e  e x e r o ls e  o f  power by th e  m onarch. 

T his whole arrangem ent i s  sa n c t io n e d  b y  th e  d iv in e  law ,

1. Cf. Stahl. Qesohiohte der Heohtsnhllosoohle. o . 59.
2 .  Da I d f . Phiioaophy and 'g lV U b a H o n  l . H i K g \ l d d l .  

Agea. p p . 1S4 f f .  ""',l
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w hich , a s  s p e c i a l l y  r e v e a le d  t o  ran  in  th e  H oly S c r ip -  

tu r e s  * so  a s  t o  supplem ent h i s  l im i t a t io n s ,  i s  th e  supreme 

c r i t e r io n  o f  human conduct i n  both  p r iv a te  and p u b lic  l i f e .  

7/h ile  ten d in g  to  m a in ta in  a s o r t  o f  s o c i a l  c o n tr a c t  th e o r y ,

St* Thomas argued w ith  i r r e s i s t i b l e  l o g ic  fo r  the a b so lu te  

and u lt im a te  suprem acy o f  Church over S t a t e .  The form ation  

o f th e  l a t t e r  he a p p re c ia te d  a e  u s e fu l  and n e c e ssa r y  o n ly  in  

s e r v ic e  to  th e  Church through which a lo n e  p eo p le  can be 

saved . O bedience to  th e  Church a s  taught by S t .  Thomas i s  

a su b m ission  not so  muoh t o  Cod a s  t o  h is  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  

on e a r t h .

S ta te  a s  C oord inate  w ith  G hurch--D ante. — While 

Thomas A quinas argued fo r  th e  su b o r d in a tio n  o f th e  S ta te  t o  

th e  Church, th e  tem poral power to  th e  s p i r i t u a l ,  Dante 

A lig h ie r i  (1 2 6 5 -1 3 2 1 ) contended fo r  c o r r e la t iv e  pow er, main

ta in in g  th e  c o o r d in a t io n  of th e  tem poral w ith  th e  s p i r i t u a l .  

H is s o c ia l  thought v i v i d l y  r e f l e c t s  th e  d e g e n e ra tio n  o f h i s  

a g e , th e  ch aos of c u r r e n t p o l i t i c s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  ovn in 

t e l l e o t u a l  background and p er so n a l d i s p o s i t i o n .  P resen t chaos  

reminded him o f th e  p a s t  g o ld en  days in  th e  A u gu stin ian  Age, 

of th e  g lo r io u s  p r o s p e r ity  of th e  w orld-w ide Roman Empire 

which he s t i l l  dreamt of th e  ray  o f  hope t o  r e e s t a b l i s h  in  

the fu tu r e .  Though h is  c o n tr ib u t io n  to  th e  a n t i-p a p a l doc

t r in e  from th e  S tan dp oin t o f the Im p eria l i n t e r e s t  d e se r v e s

1 .  Both th e  e te r n a l  and th e  d iv in e  law  in v o lv e  much th e o 
l o g i c a l  s ig n if ic a n c e *  The form er i s  th e  supreme rea so n  
o f Godf th e  l a t t e r  i s  the w i l l  o f  Ood a s  r e v e a le d  in  th e
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our s p e c ia l  n o t i c e ,  he wa3 so  c o n se r v a t iv e  a s  to  brood over  

the p a s t  to o  much. In h is  De M onarchla Dante arg u es fo r  

(1 )  th e  world em pire a3 a  n e c e s s i t y ,  (2 )  th e  Raman r u le  as  

by r ig h t ,  (3 )  th e  a u th o r ity  o f the tem poral power as d i r e c t l y  

d e r iv e d  from God.

Thus, to  the demand of h i s  age  f u l l  o f wars and 

c h a o s , he made th e  resp on se  th a t  p eace  cou ld  be beBt guar

an teed  by th e  u n ity  o f a u n iv e r s a l  m onarchy. In th e  f i r s t  

p la c e ,  w h ile  m a in ta in in g  th a t  the n atu re  o f a c t io n  i s  r e la 

t i v e  to  the end o f  i t ,  Dante c o n s id e r s  th e  natu re o f  gov

ernment a s  d eterm in ab le  by the end o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s o c i e t y .  

S in ce hum anity i s  a w h o le , u n ity  o f r u le  i s  a  n e c e s s i t y .

Men l i v i n g  w ith in  th e  same community can e n jo y  both  freedom  

and j u s t i o e  b e s t  on ly  under p eace  and good la w s , and t h i s  

i s  b e s t  secu red  by one im p er ia l r u le .  In th e  n ex t p la c e ,  

he con ten d s th a t r ig h t  being  the w i l l  of God, th e  RomanB 

ru led  by r i ^ i t  b ecau se  th e y  c o u ld  a t t a in  t o  the honor o f  

b r in g in g  the w orld under one im p e r ia l so v e r e ig n ty  which i s  

God's w i l l .  F in a l ly ,  in  v iew  o f h i s t o r i c  p r e ce d e n ts  the  

Church and th e  Em pire, w h ile  b o th  d e r iv e  t h e i r  a u th o r ity  d i r 

e c t l y  and in d ep en d e n tly  from God s in c e  th e  so u l and th e  body  

have two independent ends r e q u ir in g  d i f f e r e n t  means f o r  t h e i r  

accom plishm ent, are in  p a r a l l e l  e s s e n t i a l  t o  human w e lfa r e .

1 .  (C on t. from p .  6 7 . )  Old and New T e sta m en ts .
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CHAPTI2R I I I .

INNER FREEDOM VERSITS OUTER AUTHORITY

Emphases by P re-K ant i&ns and Kant a s  t o  th e  

B a s is  o f  Conduct

T h is c h a p te r  a ttem p ts t o  t r a c e  how d i f f e r e n t  In d i
v id u a ls  r e a c t  upon the sssne norm ative f a c t o r - - t h e  e c c le s 
i a s t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n — in  d i f f e r e n t  ways a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  
th e  Emphases By Pre-K antIans and Kant aa  t o  th e  B a s is  o f  
o f  Conduct . The main problem s h e r e in 'd e a lt  w ith  are a s  
t o  how th e  community f i r s t  im p resses th e  in d iv id u a l ,  who 
m eanwhile b e g in s  to  e x p r ess  h im s e lf  out o f in n er  s e l f -  
d eterm in a tio n  in  r e a c t io n  upon i t ;  th e n  how by h is  a v a i l 
a b le  means th e  in d iv id u a l a ttem p ts  to  tran sform  h is  com
m unity; and f i n a l l y  what are th e  emphases made by d i f f e r 
en t in d iv id u a ls  who propound com peting rem edial m easures 
fo r  th e  e x i s t in g  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  r e p u d ia te d . C erta in  
p io n e e r s  during the e a r ly  modern p er iod  la id  down new id e a s  
ra th er  in  fragm entary c o n d it io n , which were g r a d u a lly  s y s 
tem a tized  by such g r ea t th in k e r s  as H obbes, S p in oza , L ocke, 
M ontesquieu , R ousseau , and K ant. I t  w i l l  be n o t ic e d  th a t  
c o n s id e r a b le  a t t e n t io n  i s  d evo ted  t o  K ant, s in c e  h e , syn
t h e s iz in g  a l l  p reced in g  tr e n d s  o f  th ou gh t and d ev e lo p in g  
h is  p r a c t ic a l  te a c h in g s  on th e  b a se s  of h i s  m eta p h y sica l  
p r in c ip le s ,  has e x e r c is e d  trem endous in f lu e n c e  upon th e  
subsequent i n t e l l e c t u a l  c h a n n e ls , though not in  th e  same 
d ir e c t io n s .

A. P io n e e r s

Modern R ev o lt A ga in st M ediaeval ism . — l h a t  d i f f e r 

e n t ia t e s  modern W estern th in k e r s  as a  w hole from  m ed ia ev a l-  

i s t s ,  i s  t h e ir  unanimous d e n ia l  o f th e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  i n s t i 

tu t io n  as th e  u lt im a te  norm ative a u th o r ity  p r e s c r ib in g  r u le s  

o f c o n d u ct. A ga in st o u tsr  a u th o r ity  in n er  freedom  r e v o l t e d .  

One and a l l ,  modern th in k e r s  a ttem p ted  t o  put th e ir  r e s p e c t iv e
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emphases in  p la c e  of the Chur oh# By th e  tim e when Dante 

c h a lle n g e d  th e  supremaoy o f th e  Church over  th e  S ta t e ,  th e  

v i t a l i t y  o f S c h o la s t ic is m  was a t i t s  eb b , w hich was la r g e ly  

on account of th e  c o n tin u a l f r u i t l e s s  c o n tr o v e r sy  betw een  

c o n o e p tu a l is t s  and n o m in a l i s t s .  The p r e s t ig e  o f  th e  Papacy  

m s  g r e a t ly  shaken by i t s  in te r n a l  s t r i f e  l a s t i n g  through

out th e  14 th  cen tu ry  a s ev id en ced  by th e  "Babylonian Cap

t i v i t y "  and th e  Great Sohism . * As a r e s u l t ,  ample j u s t i 

f i c a t io n  was a ffo r d e d  f o r  th e  p r o t e s t s  o f  ^ y o l i f  (1327 -  

1384) in  }3ngland and H iss (1 3 6 9 -1 4 1 5 ) in  Bohemia, who 

s t a r te d  reform  movements both  n a t io n a l and a n t i-p a p a l  in  

s p i r i t  and more or l e s s  dem ocratic  in  m a n if e s ta t io n . The 

break-up of feu d a lism  by th e  r i s e  of the b o u r g e o is ie  s e t 

t l e d  in  prosperous b u s in e s s  towns a s  w e ll  as of s tr o n g  

m il i t a r y  r u le r s ,  caused  th e  growth of n a t io n a l s t a t e s ,  which  

became more and more im p atien t t o  q u e s tio n  th e  suprem acy o f  

th e  Church. The t u t e la g e  o f  th e  Roman Churoh had co n tin u ed  

fo r  one thousand y ea rs  u n t i l  i t  became incom petent and 

u n n ecessa ry  t o  th e  Germans who were no lo n g e r  "barbarian"

1 .  The "Babylonian C a p tiv ity "  f o r  seven ty-.tw o  y e a rs  a t
A vignon, P rance, began w ith  Pope Clement V in  1 3 05 , dur
in g  th e  r e ig n  o f  P h i l ip  th e  P a ir  of Prance who had q u ar
r e l l e d  w ith  B on iface  V III over th e  ta x a t io n  o f  Churdh 
p rop erty#  T h is was fo llo w e d  by th e  Great Schism w ith  
th e  two r e ig n in g  P op es, one a t  Avignon and an o th er  a t  
Rome. In 1409 th ere  was chosen  by a  c o u n c i l  convened  
a t  P is a  Pope A lexander V fh o  was r e j e c t e d  by b oth  r e ig n 
in g  Popes# Each of th e s e  th r e e  cla im ed  h i s  r ig h t f u l  
le a d e r s h ip  o f th e  Church u n t i l  in  1417 th e  Sohism was 
ended by th e  e le o t io n  o f  M artin  V#
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In th e  15th  c en tu r y .

M eanw hile, a new c u l t u r a l  movement known a s  

"R enaissance" found i t s  c r a d le  in  I t a ly  and f lo u r is h e d  

p a r t ic u la r ly  under th e  sway o f  Greek sc h o la r 8 who, a f t e r  

th e  f a l l  o f  th e  B y sa n tin e  Bmpire in  1 4 5 3 , took  r e fu g e  

th e r e  and brought w ith  them a n c ie n t  le a r n in g  and Arabio  

sc ie n c e *  The w hole movement c o n s is te d  in  th e  r e v iv a l  o f  

th e  stu d y  o f  Greek and Homan c l a s s i c s ,  and i t s  spokesmen 

d is t in g u is h e d  th e m se lv e s  a s  "hum anists* by t h e ir  op p osl*  

t i o n  t o  th e  schoolmen* A n oien t le a r n in g  now r e v e a le d  to  

men th e  power o f  human wisdom o u ts id e  th e  p a le  o f  th e  

Church, and aroused b r i l l i a n t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  awakening among 

many lib er a l-m in d e d  th in k e r s  in  a l l  sp h eres o f  m ental a c 

t i v i t y .  I t  was no a c c id e n t  th a t  t h e ir  d esp era te  e f f o r t s  

f i n a l l y  p r e c ip ita te d  a g e n e r a l r e v o l t  a g a in s t  m ed iaevallam .

The s o o ia l  u n ity  o f  modern W esterners has been r a 

th e r  p s y c h ic a l—u n ity  in  m ental a t t i t u d e  tow ards th in g s  

and id eas*

I f  th e  R en a issan ce  was a r e v iv a l  o f  th e  study o f  

a n c ie n t  c l a s s i c s ,  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  movement a t  th e  open ing  

o f  th e  modern e r a  was a re tu r n  to  a d is t in g u is h e d  con

c e p t io n  o f  n a tu r e , and a f ir m  c o n v ic t io n  in  th e  power o f  

rea so n  a s  over a g a in s t  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  t r a d i t io n ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  in  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  f r e e  experim ent a s  over  

A r is t o t e l i a n  lo g ic *  Of th e  r e v o l t  o f  f r e e  in q u iry  a g a in s t
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dogm atic p r e s c r ip t io n  modern thought was born through th e  

e f f o r t s  of many a p io n e e r  who ventured  to  f r e e l y  sea rch  fo r  

new sta n d a rd s in  s c ie n c e  and th e o lo g y  a l ik e *  i s y c l i f  had a 

narrow e s c a p e , whereas Hues was burned a l i v e  in  1415 owing 

to  h i s  l e c t u r e s  d e liv e r e d  a t  th e  U n iv e r s ity  o f  Prague* 

C opernicus (1 4 7 3 -1 5 4 3 ) p rocla im ed  th e  h e l io c e n t r ic  system  

o f  astronom y o n ly  from h i s  d e a th -b ed . Bruno’ s  (1548-1600)  

p a n th e is t io  w o r ld ’ s  v iew  o o s t  him M s l i f e  in  Rome a t  th e  

hands o f  th e  I n q u is i t io n *  I t  was due to  th e  c o n f l i c t  be

tween h is  method and A r is t o t e l ia n  l o g i a ,  whioh had been  

u sed  by th e  schoolm en as t h e ir  supreme m eth o d ica l weapon, 

th a t G a li le o  was fo r c e d  a t  the p e r i l  o f h i s  l i f e  by "he 

th en  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a u th o r ity  to  reoan t th e  C opernioal th e 

ory in  1633* The com p lete  su c c e s s  in  r e v o l t in g  a g a in s t  

m ed iaeva l i n t e l l e c t ,  how ever, was f i r s t  in s ta n c e d  in  method

o lo g y  by F ra n c is  .Bacon (1 5 61 -1626 ) w ith  h i s  in v e n tio n  o f  

in d u c t iv e  em p ir ic ism , and in  m etap h ysics by Rene' B e sc a r te s  

(1 5 9 6 -1 6 5 0 ) who founded M o p h i lo s o p h ic a l  system  around th e  

diotum  irC o g ito , ergo sum*"

P o l i t i c a l  v e r su s  R e lig io u s  P eB potlaa— M a c h la v e ll i*—  

In p r a c t ic a l  p h ilo so p h y  U io o lo  l la o h ia v e l l i  (1469-1527) was 

th e  most c o n sp icu o u s  and c o n sc io u s  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  

o p p o s it io n  t o  m ediaeval ism a t  the opening o f  th e  modern e r a .  

Like Dante he ch e r ish ed  ardent p a tr io t is m  fo r  I t a l y ,  but 

u n lik e  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  f a n c i f u l  i d e a l i s t  he was r a d ic a l ly  

r e a l i s t i c  en cu ^ i to  in tr o d u ce  in to  p o l i t i c s  and e t h io s  th e
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n a t u r a l i s t i c  and e m p ir ica l method o f  in v e s t ig a t io n *  More

o v er , a s  a p io n e e r  modern th in k e r  in  s o lv in g  cu rren t s o c ia l  

and p o l i t i c a l  problem s he was brave enough t o  ig n o re  th e o 

lo g y  and d is r e g a r d  r e l ig io u s  a u th o r ity  e n t ir e ly *

H is thought was a product of h is  a g e , and h i s  in 

t e l l e c t u a l  t r a in in g  and equipment corresp on d  to  th e  ch ar

a c t e r i s t i c s  o f h i s  env iron m en t. The C ity  R epublic  o f  F lo r

ence was in  h is  days f i l l e d  w ith a o o n fu sed  ch aos o f  e v e n t s .  

Throughout h i s  l i f e  he was an e y e -w itn e s s  of a l l  s o c i a l  

c o r r u p tio n s , c o n s p ir a c ie s ,  p o l i t i c a l  in t r ig u e s ,  and a s s a s s 

in a t io n s ,  which f i n a l l y  reduced F lo ren ce  to  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  

a grand duchy o f  T uscany.

Y earning a f t e r  a  p o l i t i c a l l y  u n ite d  I t a l y ,  Maohia- 

v e l l l  p e r o e iv e d  th a t  am id st such turm oilB  o n ly  the r e v o lu 

t io n a r y  d ic t a t o r  cou ld  s o lv e  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  th e r e in  in 

v o lv e d , and th e r e fo r e  he w rote The P r in c e — which Paul Janet 

f a s c in a t in g ly  o a l l s Ml e  raanuel de la  tyrannie'* ^—w h erein  he 

e la b o ra te d  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  Roman d o c tr in e  o f  arms and law s  

a s th e  means o f  s o c i a l  c o n tr o l  w ith  h i s  a d d it io n  o f  t r i c k s  

and in t r ig u e s  to  them* S ta r t in g  from th e  e g o i s t i c  concep

t io n  of human n a tu re , h i s  sy stem  cu lm in ates' in  h i s  th e o r y  

o f  a b s o lu te  p o l i t i c a l  l e g a l i s m . D er iv in g  h i s  th e o r y  o f  gov

ernment from  o b j e c t iv e  f a b t s ,  M a o h ia v e lli m aintained  th a t

1 .  H ls t o lr e  de la  so le n o e  B o l l t lq u e  dans a e s  ra p p o r ts  aveo  
i a  m o ra le . V o l .  I .  p* 536*



-  74

p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  aims a t  th e  m a te r ia l  p r o s p e r ity  o f  th e  peo

p l e ,  and not a t  th e  m oral and i n t e l l e o t u a l  u p l i f t i n g  o f  a  

community, and th a t  th e  oonduct o f  a  p r in c e  i s  j u s t i f i e d  

on th e  "basis o f  th e  n e c e s s i t i e s  -of the s t a t e *  The founda

t io n s  o f  n a t io n a l  s a f e t y  are  good law s and good arm s, and 

t h e ir  goodn ess r e s t s  upon t h e i r  u s e f u ln e s s  and e f f i c i e n c y  

added t o  th e  w e l l -b e in g  o f  th e  s ta te *  N e ith e r  d iv in e  nor  

n a tu r a l law  d id  M a ch ia v e lli r eg a rd , and in  law  and p o l i t i c s  

he rec o g n ize d  no e t h ic a l  m o tiv es a t  a l l .  W ith no dLear 

n o tio n  o f  ’♦m orality" e la b o r a te d , he has been charged w ith  

propaganda o f immoral ism* In f a c t ,  a s A* Dunning main

t a i n s ,  M a c h ia v e lli  i s  "not im m oral, but unmoral in  p o l i 

t i c s , "  and "not i r r e l i g i o u s ,  but u n r e l i g i o u s .* * Both re 

l i g i o n  and m orals he ad m itted  a s  u s e f u l  o n ly  in  s e r v ic e  t o  

law* In one word, l e g a l i t y  . j u s t i f i e s  m o r a lity  a s w e l l  a s  

d iv in i t y *  The f a u l t  o f  M a c h ia v e lli* s  n e g le c t  o f  m oraliam  

and h i s  over-em phasis on th e  commonwealth a s  th e  supreme 

a u th o r ity  p r e s c r ib in g  r u le s  fo r  human oonduct must be a t t r i b 

u ted  t o  h i s  tim es*

Moral ism  v e rsu s  L egal lam In  R e lig io n * —  L u th er*— flhi l e  

M a c h ia v e lli  put th e  commonwealth i n  p la c e  o f  th e  Church and 

d isre g a rd ed  m oral and r e l ig io u s  m o tiv es  in  p o l i t i c s ,  M artin  

Luther (1483-1545) and h is  fo l lo w e r s  put in d iv id u a l  con

s c ie n c e  in  i t s  s te a d  and b ased  th e ir  p o l i t i c a l  thought upon

1* P o l i t i c a l  T h eor ies*  A n cien t and M ed iaeva l,  pp* 299-300*
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t h e ir  moral and r e l ig io u s  p r in c ip le s *  The r e v o l t  o f  in n er  

freedom  a g a in s t  ou ter a u t h o r ity  cone more and more t o  th e  

fo re*  The T eu to n ic  s p i r i t  o f in d iv id u a l freedom  a t  l e a s t  

caused  a w h o le sa le  r e v o lu t io n  a g a in s t  th e  yoke o f Rome when 

th e  s a l e  o f in d u lg e n c e s  sa n c tio n e d  by Pope Leo X fo r  th e  

a l le g e d  purpose of e r e o t in g  3t* P e te r ’ s Church in  Rome, 

gave Luther th e  s u f f i c i e n t  ca u se  t o  launch  th e  P r o te s ta n t  

r e v o lt  a g a in s t  th e  Roman Church by n a i l in g  h is  H in e ty - f iv e  

T h eses to  th e  church door in  W itten b erg  in  1517* The Pro

t e s t a n t  R eform ation was p r im a r ily  a  re tu r n  to  th e  B ib le , th e  

sim ple f a i t h  o f St* A u gu stin e, and J e su s ’ te a c h in g  o f  a  

p erso n a l comiamion w ith  Cod. The clergym en g u i l t y  o f  im

m o r a lity  and h y p o c r isy  were condemned by th e  P r o te s ta n t  Re

form ers l ik e  th e  P h a r is e e s  by J esu s and th e  A p o stle s*  Ca

th o l ic is m  was th en  look ed  upon a s  r e v iv e d  P h a r isa ism . Accord

in g ly ,  in  p ro c la im in g  th e  freedom  of in d iv id u a l c o n sc ie n c e  

in  a l l  r e l ig io u s  m a tters a g a in s t  th e  supreme a u th o r ity  o f  

the Chur oh and the Pope and in  e la b o r a t in g  p e r so n a l f a i t h  

in  Cod a s  th e  on ly  way o f s a lv a t io n  whioh i s  th e  f r u i t  o f  

th e  g o sp e l a s  found in  th e  B ib le ,  Luther r e v iv e d  th e  o r i 

g in a l  a n t i t h e s i s  betw een C h r is t ia n  m oralism  and Jew ish  l e 

g a lis m . The P r o te s ta n t  r e v o l t  i s  th e r e fo r e  anoth er r e v o lt  

of m o r a lity  a g a in s t  l e g a l i t y * *

1 .  In c o n n e c tio n  w ith  t h i s  p a r t ic u la r  r e s p e c t ,  Wundt makes 
a  remark a s  fo llow n *  "Luther regard s m o r a lity  a s  ly in g  
not in  th e  a c t  i t s e l f ,  but in  th e  d i s p o s i t io n  and t e n -
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In d iv id u a l c o n sc ie n c e  a s  th e  u lt im a te  c r i t e r io n  of  

C h r is t ia n  co n d u ct, how ever, ia  not any r a t io n a l  f a c u l t y  o f  

moral Ju d gn en t. Luther d id  not f u l l y  b e l ie v e  in  th e  power 

of reason  w hich he regarded  a s  a .f u n c t io n  o f  f le s h *  I f  

f a i t h  i s  a fu n c t io n  o f  s p i r i t ,  in d iv id u a l  c o n sc ie n c e  i s  ra^ 

th e r  a power o f  f a i t h ,  a s  in s p ir e d  by th e  d iv in e  w i l l  in  

th e  S c r ip tu r e s*  For Luther and h i s  fo l lo w e r s  th e  b eg in n in g  

and end of moral a c t io n  i s  p r a c t ic a l  freedom  of the w i l l  

which can be f r e e  o n ly  by th e  graoe o f  Cod through a p er

son a l communion w ith  h im . The in f lu e n c e  o f th e  A u g u stin ia n  

d o c tr in e  of p r e d e s t in a t io n  th u s appears w ith in  our ken*

The n e v e r - to -b e - fo r g o t te n  s tr u g g le  betw een th e  Cru

sad es and the Mohammedans was now r e c a l le d  by th e  c o n tin u a l  

s t r i f e  betw een C a th o lic ism  and P ro te s ta n tism  w ith in  C h r is t

endom* F ortu n ate  f o r  Luther was h is  t im e ly  s u c c e s s  in  win

n in g  th e  ear o f th e  German p eop le  and th e  su pp ort o f  th e  

German p r in c e s  who, in fu se d  w ith  lo c a l  n a t io n a lism , had been  

anxiou s to  c h a lle n g e  th e  co sm o p o lita n  suprem acy o f  th e  Church 

and the P ope. The R eform ation  e v e n tu a l ly  e x a lte d  th e  p res

t ig e  o f  the s e c u la r  power a s  sa n ctio n e d  by Sod. In favor  

of a b s o lu te  monarchy Luther d id  not j u s t i f y  th e  r ig h t  o f  r e 

b e l l i o n  a g a in s t  governm ent, however j u s t  i t s  m otive  m ight be*

1* (C ont. from p* 75) den cy  of th e  w i l l  from  nh ich  the a c t  
p ro ceed ed . The l ib e r a t in g  and a to n in g  power o f f a i t h  l i e s  

in  th e  f a c t  th a t  i t  mokes man do r ig h t  by an in n er  n e c e s s i t y  
ra th er  than by ob ed ien ce  to  law* Hence no e x te r n a l sta n d a rd s  
can be a p p lie d  to  measure d i s t i n c t i o n s  in  th e  m o r a lity  o f  
a c t io n s ."  (E th ic a l  Gyaterns,  p p . 4 9 -5 0 ) .
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Beoause in  h ie  e y es  p o l i t i c a l  r e b e l l io n  would produce more 

e v i l  than  good* L ik e w ise , John C a lv in  (1509 -1564 ) in  h i s  

I n s t i t u t e s  of th e  C h r le tla n  R e lig io n  em phasized in  p a r t ic u 

la r  th e  d u ty  o f  p a s s iv e  su b m ission  t o  c o n s t i t u t e d  a u th o r ity  

a s  th e  C h r is t ia n  d u ty  o f p a s s iv e  n o n -re B is ta n o e  t o  p o l i t i c a l  

a u t h o r ity .  In a c tu a l e f f e c t  t h i s  em phasis s tr en g th e n e d  th e  

ten d en cy  to  p o l i t i c a l  a b so lu tism  and su b o rd in a ted  the Church 

t o  th e  S t a t e .  Compelled by t h e ir  s o c ia l  c ir c u m sta n c e s , th e  

P r o te s ta n t  R eform ers, w h ile  p reach in g  moral ism in  r e l i g i o n ,  

had in  t h i s  manner to  ad vocate  le g a l is m  in  p o l i t i c s .

R ise  o f  I s s u e s  betw een Monarchism and Anti-m onar

c h ism . — A r e a l  d efen der of a b s o lu te  monarchy who s tu d ie d  

p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y  by h i s  new ly in au gu rated  h i s t o r i c a l  

and com p arative m ethods, we f i r s t  f in d  in  Jean Bodin (1 5 3 0 -  

1 5 9 6 ) . With th e  R en aissan ce th e  a n c ie n t  S to ic  c o n c ep tio n  

of "natural law" and "natural r i g h t " was r e v iv e d  th e  more 

beoause o f  th e  popular s tr u g g le  fo r  b oth  n a t io n a l  and in d i

v id u a l freedo& j and th o se  w r ite r s  who fo llo w e d  C icero  and 

Thomas Aquinas in  d i s t in g u is h in g  betw een n a tu r a l and p o s i t i v e  

la w , were apt t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  th e  p resen t p o l i t i c a l l y  or

g a n ized  s o c i e t y  from  th e  n a tu r a l c o n d it io n  as found in  th e  

Garden o f  Eden Adam and Eve had in h a b ite d . For t h i s  th e y  

had to  assume an a r b itr a r y  b eg in n in g  o f  c i v i l  s o c i e t y ,  w hich  

in  tu rn  p resu p p oses th e  e x is t e n c e  o f a  n a tu r a l or o r e - s o c ia l  

c o n d it io n .  H ext, th e y  had t o  c o n s id e r  th e  m o tiv e s  w hich de

term in e  th e  a c t io n  o f th e  p eop le  in  e n te r in g  in to  th e  con
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d i t io n  o f p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n iz a t io n . To whom does th e  o i v i l  

power o f th e  s o c ia l  s t a t e  belong? th e y  would th en  ask  and 

f i n a l l y  whether or not th e  p eo p le  who onoe e n te r e d  in to  

the organ ized  community out o f  t h e ir  own w ish  have th e  r ig h t  

to  r e b e l  a g a in s t  i t  i f  deemed n e c e s s a r y . The P r o te s ta n t  

R eform ers, in s i s t in g ,  on th e  om nipotence o f  th e  o i v i l  r u le r  

a s over a g a in s t  th e  Pope, d en ied  t o  th e  p eo p le  th e  r ig h t  

of r e b e l l i o n .  The d eb ate  on th e  q u e s t io n  a s to  th e  r ig h t  

of r e b e l l io n  has c l a s s i f i e d  modern W estern s o c ia l  and p o l i 

t i c a l  th in k e r s  in to  th e  a f f ir m a t iv e  and th e  n e g a t iv e  groups— 

th e  a n t i-m o n a r c h is ts  and th e  m o n a r c h is ts . B od in , s id in g  

w ith  th e  n e g a t iv e ,  was a m o n a rch ist.

F o llow in g  A r i s t o t l e ,  Bodin h e ld  t o  th e  s o c i a l  in 

s t in c t  o f human n a tu r e . He found th e  n a tu r a l o r ig in  of 

s o c i e t y  in  th e  spontaneous o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  fa m ily .  How

e v e r , w h ile  he fr e q u e n t ly  came t o  th e  p o in t  th a t  the B ta te  

or o i v i l  s o c i e t y  o r ig in a te s  in  fo r c e  so a s  to  r e s t r i c t  th e  

fr e e  law s o f mature p r e v a il in g  in  p r im it iv e  c o n d it io n , he 

did not f u l l y  d evelop  th e  id e a  of a p r e - s o c ia l  s t a t e  and y e t  

h is  whole th e o ry  c l e a r l y  f  oreshadov/ed th o s e  o f  many su b se-  

q ien t eminent w r i t e r s .  U n lik e  A r i s t o t l e ,  Bodin c o n s id e r e d  

s la v e r y  a s  n e ith e r  a  n a tu r a l nor a u se fU l i n s t i t u t i o n ,  but 

sim ply  h i s t o r i c .  In v ie w  of u n iv e r s a l  hum anity he denounced  

c r u e lty  t o  s l a v e s ,  warning m asters a g a in s t  th e  danger o f  

s la v e  r e b e l l i o n ,  and f i n a l l y  ad vocated  th e  ab o lish m en t o f  

s la v e r y  by e n fr a n c h is in g  s la v e s  l i t t l e  by l i t t l e .  H is th e o r y
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o f 3o v e r e ig n ty — regard ed  by many a w r ite r  as th e  b eg in n in g  

of modern p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  1— s t a t e s  th a t so v e r e ig n ty  a s  

supreme power over c i t i z e n s  and s u b je c ts  ia  i n d iv i s i b le  and 

in a l ie n a b le  and u n r e s tr a in e d  by th e  law s ex cep t bound by  

d iv in e  and n a tu ra l la w . The so v e r e ig n  i s  th e r e fo r e  th e  u l 

tim ate  sou rce  o f  c i v i l  la w , and th e  tr a n s fe r e n c e  o f  th e  

pop u lar  so v e r e ig n ty  to  th e  r u le r  by a s o c i a l  c o n tr a c t  or 

common agreem ent i s  i r r e v o c a b le .  In d e a lin g  w ith  the prob

lem of s o c i a l  change and r e v o lu t io n ,  how ever, Bodin r e v e r te d  

to  the organ ic  v ie w , and regarded  th e  n a tu ra l law  o f  grow th, 

m a tu r ity , and decay— c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f organ ic  l i f e — a s  

a p p lic a b le  t o  th e  S t a t e .

V.Tmtever h i s  p o l i t i c a l  em phasis m ight have been , 

B odin’ s most o r ig in a l  r e v o lu t io n a r y  c o n tr ib u t io n  was h i s  

c a r e fu l  a n a ly s is  o f th e  e f f e c t  o f  p h y s ic a l environm ent upon 

s o c ia l  l i f e ,  human n a tu r e , and moral and r e l ig i o u s  I n s t i t u 

t i o n s ,  and h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f th e  r e a c t io n  o f  

men and of s o c i e t y  t o  i t .  Such p h y s ic a l  f a c t o r s  a s  the d i f 

fe r e n c e s  o f la t i t u d e  and o f  lo n g itu d e , se a so n a b le  changes  

in  tem p era tu re , e le v a t io n  o f  the e a r th , d is ta n o e  from th e  

s e a , v io le n c e  o f w in d s , a s  w e l l  a s  f e r t i l i t y  o f th e  s o i l ,  are  

a l l  d eterm inan t to  th e  s o c ia l  c h a r a c ter  o f a  p e o p le . In  

h is  method o f in q u ir y  and h i a th e o r y  o f  p h y s ic a l  o s u s a t io n ,  

Bodin cou ld  l e g i t im a t e l y  o la lm  t o  be th e  im m ediate p recu rso r

1 .  v .  L io h ten b erg er , Developm ent, o f S o c ia l  T heory, p . 1 6 7 .
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of M ontesquieu*

D if fe r e n t  from th e French law yer, B odin , a  contem

porary German j u r i s t ,  Johannes A lth u a iu a  (1 5 5 7 -1 6 3 8 ) , ju s 

t i f i e d  th e  r ig h t  o f r e b e l l i o n  w h ile  em p h asiz in g  th e  p o l i t i 

c a l i n s t i t u t i o n  a s th e  u lt im a te  a u th o r ity  d eterm in in g  the  

s o o ia l  oonduct o f th e  p eop le*  For him o i v i l  s o c i e t y  a r i s e s  

cut o f an agreem ent, which o r ig in a t e s  in  th e  n a tu r a l wants 

of men. In th e  h ie r a r c h ia l  s e r i e s  of the s p e c ie s  o f s o o ia l  

o r g a n is a t io n , th e  h ig h e s t  one i s  th e  s t a t e ,  n e v e r t h e le s s ,  

a l l  th e se  must aim  a t  th e  s e c u r i t y  of th e  s p i r i t u a l  and 

the a e cu la r  w e lfa r e  of th e  members. The government must 

th e r e fo r e  su p e r v ise  r e l i g i o n ,  m o ra ls , and ed u c a tio n  as w e ll  

as p r e sc r ib e  g e n e ra l r u le s  of s o c ia l  conduct by prom ulgat

in g  lav/s* * On th e  b a s is  o f t h i s  v iew p o in t A lth u s iu s  ar

gued th a t s in c e  so v e r e ig n ty  fu n d am en ta lly  b e lo n g s to  th e  

p e o p le  w h ile  r u le r s  may come and g o , th e  r ig h t  o f  r e b e l l io n  

i s  j u s t i f i a b l e  i f  a g a in s t  tyranny* In t h i s  c a s e  the r l ^ i t  

o f  r e b e l l io n  a p p a r e n tly  r e s t s  upon th e  demand of s o c i a l  

m ora lity*

Hugo G rotlu s (1 5 8 3 -1 6 4 5 ) , th e  renowned Dutoh j u r i s t  

revered  a s  th e  " D escartes o f  l e g a l  p h ilo sop h y"  and founder  

of th e  s o ie n o e  o f  in te r n a t io n a l  law , s id e d  w ith  Luther and

1 .  In  t h i s  c o n n e c tio n  A lth u s iu s ,  w h ile  an ard en t C a lv in i s t ,  
d e c la r e d  a g a in s t  r e l ig io u s  freedom  w h ich , aooord ln g  to  
him , would d i s t r a c t  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h  and d is tu r b  p o l i 
t i c a l  u n ity  In  a  s t a t e .
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Bodin both  in  a d v o ca tin g  th e  s e c u r it y  o f r e l ig i o u s  freedom  

by th e  s t a t e  and in  denying th e  r ig h t  o f r e b e l l io n  though  

not to  th e  same ex trem ity*  He r e v iv e d  and d eve lop ed  th e  

th eo ry  of n a tu ra l la w . S o c ie ty  o r ig in a te s  from th e  s o o ia l  

im pulse o f human n atu re which i s  th e  m other o f  n a tu ra l  

la w . D e f in in g  n a tu ra l lav? in  terras o f th e  d i c t a t e  o f  r ig h t  

reason  and in d ic a t in g  th a t  an a o t ,  from i t s  agreem ent or 

disagreem ent w ith  man’ s r a t io n a l  and s o o ia l  n a tu r e , i s  mor

a l l y  n e c e ssa r y  or m o ra lly  d i s g r a c e f u l ,  G rotlu s a n t ic ip a te d  

K a n t's  d o c tr in e  of th e  pure p r a c t i c a l  r e a so n . M oreover, 

h i s  d i s s o c ia t io n  of n a tu ra l law  from th e  d iv in e  w i l l  and 

r e v e la t io n ,  d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  h i s  p o s i t io n  from th o s e  o f  t e c h 

n ic a l  th e o lo g ia n s .

G rotlu s was d e f i n i t e l y  a s o c i a l  c o n tr a c t  t h e o r i s t ,  

'la tu ra l la w ,a o co rd in g  to  h im ,is  pure in  th e  n a tu ra l s t a t e  

but p e c u l ia r  t o  c e r ta in  c ircu m sta n ces  in  th e  c i v i l  s t a t e .

Y et h i s  s o o ia l  th ou gh t was d e e p ly  t in g e d  v /ith  h i s  C h r is t ia n  

f a i t h  in  cosm op o litan  b ro th erh ood , and w ith  h i s  moral s e n t i 

ment o f u n iv e r s a l  humanity* * Everybody i s  p o s se s s e d  o f  

hum anity. The power to  reason  i s  in h eren t In human n a tu r e .  

The t e s t  o f  r ig h tn e s s  in  human o o n d u ct, w hether l e g a l  or 

m ora l, i s  r a t io n a l  co n fo rm ity  t o  th e  need s o f  hum anity, o f

1 .  In h i s  The Truth of th e  C h r is t ia n  R e lig io n  (Eng. t r .  
by John C laries) G rotius e v en  a ttem p ts  t o  prove th e  
tr u th  o f  C h r is t ia n i t y  lb  g e n e r a l ,  a s  over a g a in s t  
a th e ism , d e ism , Judaism , and Mohammedanism.
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s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e .  Both m oral and c i v i l  law  a r e  d e r iv e d  

from human n a tu re  and r e a s o n . M o r a lity  and l e g a l i t y  are  

e q u a l ly  em an ations from  h u m an ity .

The m o tiv e  o f  G ro tlu s  t o .e l a b o r a t e  s o  many d e f i n i t e  

r u le s  o f  in t e r n a t io n a l  law  in  h i s  De Ju re  b e l l i  a c  p a o is  

was th o r o u g h ly  m o r a l i s t i c  w ith  th e  s tr o n g  c o n v ic t io n  in  mind 

th a t  th e  p r in c ip l e s  o f n a tu r a l law  or t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  human 

r ea so n  are  a p p l ic a b le  t o  in t e r n a t io n a l  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  human 

r e l a t i o n s .  He in te n d e d  t o  make th e  commands o f  hum anity  

work u n i v e r s a l l y .  H en ce, he c o u ld  o n ly  con ten d  th a t  a  de

c la r a t io n  o f war can bb j u s t i f i e d  o n ly  by th e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  

n a tu r a l r i g h t s ,  and th e  p r o c e s s  o f w aging  w ar, b y  humane 

w a y s. W arfare must be “c i v i l i z e d , M so  t o  sp e a k . S o v e r e ig n ty  

i s  th e  m oral f a c u l t y  o f g o v e rn in g  a  s t a t e ,  vfoloh i s  th e  

supreme p o l i t i c a l  p ow er. The r ig h t s  o f  in d iv id u a ls  can  n ev er  

be a b ro g a ted  a f t e r  th e y  have su rren d ered  s o v e r e ig n ty  t o  

th e  m onarch , t fh i le  G ro tlu s  d id  not p o s i t i v e l y  J u s t i f y  th e  

r ig h t  o f  r e b e l l i o n ,  he h e ld  t o  th e  p r in c ip l e  o f m utual su b -  

j e o t i o n  o f  k in g  and p e o p le ,  whereby though th e  p e o p le  may 

c la im  th e  r ig h t  o f r e s i s t a n c e  a g a in s t  th e  k in g  aoou sed  o f  

bad r u l e ,  th e y  m ust adm it f r a n k ly  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  t o  t e l l  th e  

g o o d n ess or b a d n ess  o f  an a o t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  p o l i t i c a l  

a f f a i r s .  1

1 .  v .  R ig h ts  o f  War and P e a c e , t r .  by W illia m  s h e w e l l ,  Bk
I ,  c K v T u T ^ e o T T i :
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B* S y s te m a t iz e r e

1 • L e g a l i t y  a s  Source and C r i t e r io n  o f M o r a l i ty - -•

Hobbes

Hobbes Im p ressed  b y  H ie Community. —  The e a r l i e s t  

and g r e a t  s y s te m iz e r  o f  modern W estern th ou gh t who o o u ld  con

t e s t  w ith  Kant in  th e  s o lu t io n  o f  b o th  ra eta p h y sio a l and 

p r a c t i c a l  p ro b lem s, was Thomas Hobbes (1 5 8 8 -1 6 7 9 )*  L ike  

K an t, Hobbes s k i l f h l l y  b le n t  a l l  th e  m ost o o n sp ic u c u s  in 

t e l l e o t u a l  c h a n n e ls  o f  M s  a g e  in  h is  sy stem  w h ioh  r e v e a ls  

a c o n tin u o u s  r e a c t io n  e i t h e r  upon or a g a in s t  h i s  p r e d e c e s 

so r s*  A g a in , b oth  of them had an i n t r i n s i c  i n t e r e s t  in  the  

m a th em a tica l way o f  r e a s o n in g , and made d e f i n i t i o n  and d e 

d u c t io n  f i l l  t h e i r  d e m o n s tr a tiv e  p r o c e ss *  D e s p it e  t h e i r  

l ik e n e s s  in  m eth o d o lo g y , th e y  make a sh arp  c o n tr a s t  in  m eta

p h y s ic s  and p a r t i c u la r ly  in  p r a c t i c a l  p h ilo s o p h y !  t h e i r  con

f l i c t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  an e la b o r a te d  r i v a l r y  betw een  mechan

i s t i c  m a te r ia lism  and tr a n s c e n d e n ta l  id e a l i s m , betw een  E p i

cu rean  hedonism  and S t o ic  r ig o r ism *  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  i f  K ant

ia n ism  em bodies th e  crow n ing  p h ase  o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a t 

ta in m e n ts  d u r in g  th e  1 8 th  c e n tu r y , Hobblsm can  l e g i t i m a t e l y  

c la im  t o  r e p r e s e n t  th e  c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n  o f a l l  m en ta l e f f o r t s  

s in c e  th e  R en a issa n ce*

As i s  u s u a l w ith  a l l  g r e a t  sy s te m s o f  th o u g h t , H obbes' 

sy stem  r e f l e c t s  both  h i s  s o c i a l  environm ent and h i s  i n t e l 

l e c t u a l  background* A l l  th e  th in k e r s  in  M s d a y s w itn e s s e d
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th e  p o l i t i o a l  and s o o i a l  tu r m o il in v o lv e d  in  th e  in c r e a s in g  

c o n f l i c t  b etw een  a b s o lu t is m  in  governm ent and th e  r i s i n g  

s p i r i t  o f  p op u lar  freedom  and ind ep en d en ce*  In England th e  

s t r u g g le  of K ing and p a r lia m en t f i n a l l y  p r e c ip i t a t e d  th e  

e x e c u t io n  o f  C h a r le s  I in  1649 and th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  th e  

s h o r t - l i v e d  Commonwealth in  1653 under t h e  P u r ita n  le a d e r 

sh ip  o f  O liv e r  Cromwell* L ike B od in  in  P ra n ce , Hobbes in  

E n glan d , owing t o  h i s  p e r so n a l t u t o r s h ip  o f  t h e  son and su c 

c e s s o r  o f  C h a r le s  I ,  s id e d  w ith  th e  r o y a l i s t  p a r ty  in  a  

tim e  o f c i v i l  d i s s e n s io n ,  and t h e r e f o r e  had a deep  sym pathy  

fo r  a b s o lu te  m onarchy.

The p u z z l in g  i s s u e  b etw een  K ing and P a r lia m e n t , a s  

a m a tter  of f a c t ,  was a d e c i s i v e  s t r i f e  betw een  S o o t t l s h  

a b s o lu t ism  and E n g lish  c o n s t i t u t io n a l i s m ,  betw een  C a th o li 

c ism  and P u r ita n ism , and b e tw e e n 'd iv in e  le g a l i ty *  and "human 

l e g a l i t y " i n  p a r t ic u la r *  The P a r lia m en t P a r ty ,  by  a p p e a lin g  

fo r  su p p ort to  Magna C arta  and th e  p le d g e s  o f  K ing John  

(1 1 9 9 -1 2 1 6 )  w hereby England had b een  made " le g a l"  in s te a d  

o f  " r e g a l" , c la im ed  t o  h o ld  th e  k in g  s u b j e c t  t o  la w  which  

had i t s  so u r c e  in  th e  p e o p le  r e p r e s e n te d  by th e  P a r lia m en t*  

T h us, a s  spokesmen o f  th e  P u r ita n  r e v o l u t i o n a r ie s ,  John 

M ilto n  and James H a rr in g to n  s u s ta in e d  and d e fe n d e d  th e  ca u se  

o f  th e  Commonwealth, on th e  b a s is  o f h i s  a s s e r t io n  o f  in 

d iv id u a l  l i b e r t y  and from  th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  a  s o o i a l  con 

t r a c t  t h e o r i s t ,  M ilto n  a r g u e s  t h a t  th e  u l t im a t e  p o l i t i o a l  

pow er i s  in  th e  p e o p le  s in c e  a l l  men a re  b orn  f r e e  and e q u a l ,
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and co n ten d s In  dem urrer t h a t  i f  th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  a  k in g  

r e s t s  upon God*3 w i l l ,  th e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  a  ty r a n t  fo r  

v i o l a t i o n  o f  r ig h t  and law  i s  God*a a c t  s i m i l a r l y .  How

e v e r ,  when th e  S tu a r t  k in g ,  C h a r le s  I I ,  was r e s t o r e d  in  

1 6 6 0 , th e  R o y a l i s t  P a r ty  de f a o t o  trium phed w ith  S ir  R obert 

P ilra er*s argum ent in  dim memory w hich he had advanced  in  

h is  P a tr ia r c h s  1 aga in B t th e  id e a  o f  p o p u la r  s o v e r e ig n ty  

and in  fa v o r  o f  th e  d iv in e  r ig h t  o f  k in g s — w h ieh , a c c o r d 

in g  t o  h im , o r ig in a te d  in  Adam b y  th e  w i l l  o f  God— on th e  

b a s i s  o f  h i s  d e n ia l  of th e  n a tu r a l freedom  and e q u a l i t y  o f  

men a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  n e g a t io n  of th e  c o n tr a c tu a l  o r ig in  o f  

th e  c i v i l  s t a t e .  As a  r o y a l i s t  Hobbes t a c t f u l l y  ad ap ted  

th e  dogmas o f  n a tu r a l e q u a l i t y  and th e  s o c i a l  c o n tr a c t  t h e 

ory— b o th  so  p r e v a le n t  in  c u r r e n t  th o u g h t— t o  th e  su p p ort  

o f a b s o lu te  m onarchism . Y e t , h i s  d e n ia l  o f  th e  d iv in e  

r ig h t  o f  k in g s  l e d  him t o  adm it th e  a b s o lu t e  governm ent o f  

Cromwell a s  m ost c o n g e n ia l t o  h i s  v ie w s .

Hobbes In  R e a c t!o n  t o  I l ls  Community. —  In a c t u a l  

e f f e c t  Hobbes became a  p h i lo s o p h ic  m o n a rch ist r a th e r  th a n  

a  p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c i a n .  The f i r s t  p rem ise  of a l l  h i s  p h i lo 

so p h ic  t e a c h in g s  i s  s im p ly  h is  in d o m ita b le  c o n v ic t io n  th a t  

m otion  i s  th e  f i r s t  p r in c ip l e  t o  w hich th e  c a u se  o f  any

th in g  can  be red u ced  a c c o r d in g  to  m e c h a n ic a lly  f ix e d  la w s .

1 .  F ilm er  d ie d  in  1 6 6 3 , and th e  work was p u b lis h e d  in  1680  
in  th e  l a t e r  days o f  C h a r le s  I I .
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L if e  i s  c o n t in u a l  m o tio n . H ind i s  m o tio n  in  th e  b r a in .  

S t a te s  o f c o n s c io u s n e s s  are  b u t e f f e c t s  o f  m o t io n s , and 

m em ory-linages a r i s e  a c c o r d in g  t o  f i x e d  la w s .  R eason in g  

i s  a  k in d  o f  c a l c u l a t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  b o th  P a s s io n  and 

R eason , th e  tw o p r in c ip a l  p a r t s  of our n a tu r e ,  a r e  a l s o  

r e d u c ib le  t o  m o tio n .

In  h i s  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  m o t iv a t in g  f a c t o r s  o f  human 

c o n d u c t , h i s  m ain em phases are  d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  

from one a n o th e r — th a t  i s ,  th e  im p u lse  o f s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  

as th e  sp on tan eou s f a c t o r ,  th e  f a c u l t y  o f  rea so n  a s  th e  

a d a p t iv e  f a c t o r ,  and governm ent a s th e  u l t im a t e  n orm ative  

f a c t o r  w h ich  Hobbes, a s  opposed to  th e  sch oo lm en , put in  

p la c e  o f th e  C hurch. The c o n c e p tio n  o f  human n a tu re  as  

p r im a r i ly  e g o i s t i c ,  s e l f - s e e k i n g ,  and i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c ,  

form s th e  b a s i s  o f h i s  \d io le  s o c i a l  p h i lo s o p h y .

The b a s i c ,  sp o n ta n eo u s m o tiv e  o f  human con d u ct i s  

f e a r — f e a r  o f d e a th  in  p a r t i c u la r .  T herefrom  a r is e  th e  d e

s i r e  o f n e c e s s a r ie s  t o  s u s t a in  l i f e ,  and th e  hope t o  ob

t a in  th em . T hese m o tiv e s  are but m o tio n s o f  th e  m ind, and 

t h e i r  e m o tio n s  a r e  b a sed  on th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a p p e t i t e  

and a v e r s io n  v iiich  a re  th e  s l i g h t  b e g in n in g s  o f  m otion  t o  

or from  an  o b je c t  t h a t  s t im u la t e s  th e  m o t io n . The s e n s e  

o f  a p p e t i t e  i s  p le a s u r e ,  o f  a v e r s io n  p a in .  1 "Every man,

1 .  H obbes, The E lem en ts of. la w . P t .  I ,  Ch. v i i ,  S e c .  1 .
P le a s u r e  i s  "m otion about' h e a r t  a s  c o n c e p t io n  i s  n o th in g  

but m otion  w ith in  th e  h e a d | and th e  o lt fe o t s  t h a t  c a u se  I t  a re  
c a l l e d  p le a s a n t  or d e l i g h t f u l ,  or by sane name e q u iv a le n t ."
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fo r  h i s  own p a r t ,  o a l l e t h  th a t  wh ie h  p l e a s e t h ,  and i s  de

l i g h t f u l  to  h im s e l f ,  GOOD| and th a t  EVIL * h ic h  d io p le a o e th  

him#" 1 T h e r e fo r e  th e r e  i s  n e i t h e r  a b s o lu t e  good nor a b so 

l u t e  e v i l *  A ll  suoh human p a s s io n s  a s  a b o v e - in d ic a te d  rep 

r e s e n t  th e  p u r e ly  e g o i s t i c  and i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  c h a r a c te r  o f  

human n a tu re*

The d r iv e  o f a l l  human a c t io n  i s  a  “p e r p e tu a l and  

r e s t l e s s  d e s ir e  o f  power a f t e r  pow er, th a t  c e a s e t h  o n ly

in  d e a th ,"  w hether in s te a d  o f  power th e  o b je c t  o f  d e s i r e  be
o

w e a lth , p r a i s e ,  e a s e ,  k n o w led g e , or g lo r y *  S in c e  h a p p i

n e s s  c o n s i s t s  in  th e  c o n t in u a l s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  d e s i r e s ,  one 

a f t e r  a n o th e r , i f  a l l  men— born eq u a l in  a b i l i t y — in v e  th e  

same aim , th e y  would p e r is h  in  p e r p e tu a l s t r i f e  b u t fo r  

some su p e r io r  power t o  r e s t r a i n  th em . The n a tu r a l or pre

s o c i a l  s t a t e ,  where th e r e  i s  no such  supreme pow er, i s  but 

an in t o l e r a b le  s t a t e  o f  war* T h e r e in , human a c t io n  i s  e i t h e r  

sp o n ta n eo u s or a n t i - s o c i a l ,  but n ev er  s o c i a l l y  r e g u la t e d .

At t h i s  c r i t i c a l  moment th e  f a c u l t y  o f  r e a so n  s t e p s  in  to  

th e  r e s c u e ,  and f u n c t io n s  in  s u g g e s t in g  e f f i c i e n t  means o f  

a t t a in in g  c e r t a in  ends in  a d eq u a te  ways* I t  may f in d  out 

c e r t a in  p a t te r n s  o f c o n d u c t, su oh  a s  j u s t i c e ,  g r a t i t u d e ,  

m o d esty , e t c * ,  w h ic h , c o n tr a r y  t o  man’ s  n a tu r a l p a s s io n s ,  

can h a r d ly  be o b se r v e d . O th e r w ise , i t  may p r e s c r ib e  c e r t a in

1 .  Geo* 3*
2* H obbes, L e v ia th a n . Ch. X I, p p . 52  f f *
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m oral la w s  o f  n a tu re  by v ir t u e  o f  w hich p e a c e  end ord er oan  

be s e c u r e d . T h ese  m oral la w s are  n a tu r a l  law s p r e v a i l in g  

in  th e  n a tu r a l s t a t e ;  th e y  a l s o  are d iv in e  la w s b eca u se  t h e i r  

prim e au th o r  i s  God* 1 The f i r s t  and fundam ental law  p re

s c r ib e d  b y  r ig h t  r e a so n  i s  th e  law  o f p e a c e - s e c u r i t y , upon  

w hich a l l  men may be drawn t o  a g r ee m e n t. T h is  i s  th e  w i l l  

of God, th e  G osp el o f  J e s u s ,  and i s  b a sed  on th e  g o ld e n  

r u le  o f s o c i a l  c o n d u c t , -'do to  o th e r s  a s  we w ould be done  

t o .*

Prom t h i s  fu n d am en ta l law  o f p e a c e - s e c u r i t y  a r i s e s  

th e  seco n d  law — th e  law  o f r e n u n c ia t io n  o f  th e  a b s o lu t e  

r ig h t  everyb od y  p o s s e s s e s  and e n jo y s  in  th e  n a tu r a l con

d i t i o n .  S ta r t in g  from  th e  cu rren t v ie w  o f n a tu r a l  la w , 

Hobbes* e t h i c s  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  n a tu r a l r ig h t  a s  a b s o lu t e  l i b e r 

t y  or a b sen ce  o f e x te r n a l  r e s t r a in t  from  n a tu r a l  law  w hich  

im p l ie s  d i c t a t e s  o f  r e a so n  r e g u la t in g  human m anners and 

a c t i o n s .  In th e  n a tu r a l c o n d it io n  i t  i3  s c a r c e l y  u s e f u l  

f o r  th e  in d iv id u a l  t o  r e c o g n iz e  th e  r u l e s  o f n a tu r a l  law  

b e fo r e  th e  bar o f h i s  own c o n s c ie n c e .  A lthough  n a tu r a l law  

p r im a r i ly  in te n d s  to  r e g u la te  human a c t i o n ,  su ch  p o s s i b i l i t y  

i s  s e c u r e d  o n ly  nsfaen everybod y a g r e e s  t o  ren ou n oe  h i s  own 

a b s o lu t e ,  n a tu r a l r i ^ i t *  Y et u n le s s  some supreme a u t h o r i t y  

be e s t a b l i s h e d  to  keep  him i n  aw e, th e  co v en a n t oan  h a r d ly  

be l i v e d  up t o .  Two a l t e r n a t iv e  ways o f  s a lv a t io n  a r e  open

1 .  The E lem en ts o f  Law. P t .  I I ,  Ch. X, S e c .  7 .



89 -

then* common su b m iss io n  t o  an  e a r t h ly  a u t h o r i t y  or e s ta b 

lish m e n t o f  th e  Kingdom o f God on e a r th  b y  C h r is t ,  th e  re 

tu rn ed  M e ss ia h . The r e g u la t io n  o f  th e  e g o i s t i c  im p u lse  and 

th e  p r o t e c t io n  o f  th e  group are  n e e d e d , o f  c o u r s e .  The o n ly  

way t o  e r e c t  a  common power th rou gh  human e f f o r t s  i s  " to  

c o n fe r  a l l  t h e i r  power and s t r e n g th  upon one man, or upon  

one a ssem b ly  of men, t h a t  may r ed u ce  a l l  t h e i r  w i l l s ,  b y

p l u r a l i t y  o f  v o i c e s ,  u n to  one w i l l . "  * "The m utual t r a n s -
2

f e r r in g  o f  r ig h t*  i s  " c o n tr a c t ."  I t  i s  e x e c u te d  out o f  

th e  m o tiv e  o f th e  m utual f e a r  and d i s t r u s t  o f  men, and on 

th e  b a s i s  o f  such a common coven an t men e n te r  in t o  th e  p o l i 

t i c a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f th e  commonwealth v h ic h  i s  th e  g r e a t  

l e v ia t h a n ,  th e  m o rta l God, on a c c o u n t o f  i t s  unm easurable  

u t i l i t y  f o r  common p r o t e c t io n .

A lto g e th e r  Hobbes e la b o r a te d  some n in e te e n  la w s w hich  

p r e s c r ib e  c o n d it io n s  g u a r a n te e in g  p e a c e a b le  common e x i s t e n c e .  

The t h ir d  one i s  th e  la w  o f  j u s t l o e ,  o f  co v en a n t-p erfo rm a n ce—  

ob servan ce  o f  such  v i r t u e s  a s  f i d e l i t y ,  g r a t i t u d e ,  o o u r te s y ,  

e t c .  A l l  t h e  p e o p le  in  th e  c i v i l  or p o l i t i c a l l y  o rg a n ized  

s t a t e  are  e x p e c te d  to  l i v e  up t o  th e  common c o v e n a n t . W hile  

A lth u s lu s  se p a r a te d  th e  s o c i a l  c o n tr a c t  from  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  

of a u t h o r i t y ,  w ith  Hobbes t h e s e  c o in c id e .  A l l  c i v i l  pow er r e s te  

on th e  o r ig in a l  c o n se n t o f  th e  g o v e rn ed . The s o v e r e ig n ,  vihetha*

1* Leviathan. Ch. XVTI.2. Ibid. . dh. XIV.
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he be C h a r le s  I or O liv e r  C rom w ell, muet be endowed w ith  ab

s o lu t e  a u t h o r i t y  to  e n fo r c e  h ie  commands and e x a e t  a b s o lu te  

ob ed len oe  from h i s  s u b je c t s *  " S o v e r e ig n ty  can n ot be f o r 

f e i t e d *  w 1 To t r a n s f e r  a  m an's power and s t r e n g t h  t o  th e

s o v e r e ig n  i s  s im p ly  t o  r e l in q u is h  h i s  own r ig h t  o f  r e s i s t -  
2

in g  h im . T h e r e fo r e  th e  r ig h t  o f r e v o lu t io n  i s  n o t j u s 

t i f i a b l e  l e g a l l y  b eca u se  th e  s o v e r e ig n  i s  h im s e l f  th e  so u rce  

o f  c i v i l  la w ; and not j u s t i f i a b l e  e v en  b y  n a tu r a l r ig h t s  be

ca u se  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f th e  p rop er e x e r c i s e  o f  so v e r 

e ig n t y  im p l ie s  th e  u n c o n d it io n a l  a b r o g a tio n  o f  t h e s e  n a tu r a l  

r ig h t s  a s  p r e s c r ib e d  in  th e  second law  o f  n a tu re*  In c a se  

th e  s o v e r e ig n  be no lo n g e r  a b le  to  p r o t e c t  th e  s u b j e c t s  

a s  e x p e c te d  in  th e  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t ,  t h e i r  o b l ig a t io n  t o  him  

ip s o  f a o t o  c e a s e s *

I f  n a tu r a l law s a re  d i c t a t e s  o f r ig h t  r e a s o n , c i v i l  

la w s are  but a r t i f i c i a l  c h a in s  or r u le s  o f con d u ct p ro 

c la im ed  b y  th e  commonwealth* H owever, c i v i l  la w  i s  th e  

o n ly  g u a r a n te e  o f n a tu r a l la w  and a s s u r e s  th e  e x e c u t io n  o f  

i t *  L ik e  M a c h ia v e l l i ,  Hobbes i n s i s t e d  on th e  p o l i c e  r o le  

o f  th e  govern m en t, ^ to ile  M a c h ia v e ll i  e x c lu d ed  r e l i g i o n  and  

m o ra ls  from p o l i t i c s ,  Hobbes su b o r d in a te d  b o th  t o  i t *  In  

v ie w  o f  th e  in e v i t a b le  dep en d en ce o f  p u b lic  o rd er  upon o l v l l  

la w , Hobbes g r e a t l y  e la b o r a te d  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  l e g a l i s m .

1 -  L e v ia th a n . Ch. X V III.
2* E lem en ta^ of Law. P t .  I ,  Ch. XIX, Sec* 10*
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and even  went bo f a x  a s  t o  s u b j e c t  c o n s c ie n c e  and r e l i g i o n  

t o  th e  c i v i l  a u th o r ity ,  th ou gh  he te n d s  tow ard s g e n e r a l r e 

l i g i o u s  t o l e r a t i o n  a s  a  p o l i c y .  S o c ia l  m o r a l i ty  e n t i r e l y  

depends on p o s i t i v e  law  and i n s t i t u t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s o  s in c e  

th e  c la im s  o f  in d iv id u a l  c o n s c ie n c e  in  th e  n a tu r a l s t a t e  

are  e s s e n t i a l l y  a n a r c h ia l .  The a b s o lu t e  c o n fo im ity  o f a c t 

io n  t o  th e  p r e c e p ts  o f  th e  s o c i a l  c o n tr a c t  i s  a  m a tter  of 

l e g a l i t y ,  and y e t  i t  i s  th e  c o u r s e  and s a n c t io n  o f  m oral 

c o n d u c t . The n o t io n s  o f  r ig h t  and w rong, o f  j u s t i c e  and 

i n j u s t i c e ,  a re  q u a l i t i e s  th a t  r e l a t e  to  men in  s o c i e t y ,  n o t  

in  s o l i t u d e .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  m o r a lity  t h e r e f o r e  p re 

su p p o ses  th e  a c t u a l i t y  o f  l e g a l i t y , and l e g a l i t y  i s  th e n  

th e  so u r c e  and c r i t e r i o n  o f  m o r a l i t y .  The u l t im a t e  n orm ative  

f a c t o r  d e ter m in in g  human c o n d u ct— e i t h e r  l e g a l  or m oral or  

r e l i g i o u s — i s  c i v i l  govern m en t.

2 .  M o r a lity  and L e g a l i t y  a s  D if f e r e n t  A sp e c ts  

of S o c ia l  C onduct— S p in o za

The g r e a t e s t  con tem p orary  th in k e r  whose sy stem  s ta n d s  

out in  sh arp  c o n t r a s t  w ith  th a t  o f H obbes, was B e n e d ic t  

S p in o za  (1 6 3 2 -1 6 7 7 ) .  % i l e  Hobbes had an in t im a te  sh a re  and  

deep i n t e r e s t  in  p u b lic  l i f e ,  th e  Jew ish  t h in k e r ,  b e in g  

h im s e l f  an o u tc a s t  from  h i s  own com m unity, e v e n t u a l ly  le a n e d  

tow ards i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  c o n te m p la tio n  a s  th e  n a tu r a l r e s u l t  

o f  h i s  s o l i t a r y  l i f e .  The m o t iv e s  bask  o f  Hobbes* l n t e l l e e -
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t u a l  e f f o r t s  w ere la r g e ly  s c i e n t i f i c  and p o l i t i c a l ,  w h ereae  

th e  im p e ll in g  m o tiv e  o f  S p in o z a 's  th o u g h t was e t h i c a l  and 

r e l ig io u s #  D e s p it e  t h e i r  common supreme p r e fe r e n c e  f o r  th e  

g e o m e tr ic  method o f  d e m o n str a tio n , th e y  mould have t o  d e -  

h a te  on th e  In co m p a tib le  m e ta p h y s ic a l i s s u e  betw een  mechan

i s t i c  m a te r ia lis m  and d o u h le -a s p e e t  pantheism # W ith h i s  

th ou gh t perm eated w ith  r e l i g i o u s  s e n t im e n ts ,  S p in o za  d e 

v e lo p e d  a  p h ilo so p h y  o f  r a t io n a l i z e d  r e l i g i o n ,  w h ich  he e v en  

c a r r ie d  to  th e  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  d e t a i l s  o f  human a c t i o s  

and purpose#

The u lt im a t e  r e a l i t y  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e ,  f o r  S p in o z a , 

i s  th e  one S u b sta n ce  h a v in g  two a s p e c t s  a s  r e v e a le d  in  two 

p a r a l l e l  s e r i e s  o f  f i n i t e  m odes, th e  r e a lm  o f  p h y s ic a l  e v e n ts  

and t h a t  o f  m en ta l id e a s#  Man a s  a  f i n i t e  p a r t  o f  th e  Subs

ta n c e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a  d o u b le -a s p e c t  sy s te m —th e  p h y s ic a l  and  

t h e  p s y c h ic a l#  An e v e n t ,  in  i t s  p s y c h ic a l  a s p e c t ,  i s  an 

id e a )  in  i t s  p h y s ic a l  a s p e c t ,  i t  i c  th e  im m ediate o b j e c t  o f  

t h i s  id ea#  L ik e w is e , l i f e  has two a s p e c t s i  in  th e  n a tu r a l  

a s p e c t  i t  i s  b o n d a g e , s u b j e c t io n  t o  e m o tio n f in  th e  i d e a l  

a s p e c t  i t  alm s a t  p e r f e c t io n  under th e  g u id a n ce  o f  r e a s o n  

th ro u g h  f r e e  i n t e l l e c t #

The n a tu r a l  f a c t o r  o f  human con d u ct in  th e  sy stem

o f  S p in o za  i s  e m o tio n , w h ich  i s  not a  mere d i s e a s e  b u t a

r e a l  p a r t  o f  human n a tu r e . I t  i s  bad i f  i t  ta k e s  th e  ter m

o f  p a s s io n s  su ch  a s  d e s i r e ,  j o y ,  or  so rro w , w h ich  a r e  th e  

b a s i c  c a u s e s  o f  bondage# A l l  s o r t s  o f  e m o tio n s  a r e  o o n -
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fu se d  id e a s  due t o  o u te r  f o r a e s .  ^e are  s l a v i s h  and p a s

s iv e  i f  our condu ct i s  d e term in ed  by su ch  o u te r  in f lu e n c e s ,  

and cannot e x p r e s s  th e  in n e r  n a tu re  o f  our own b e in g .  We 

are f r e e  and a o t iv e  i f  our con d u ct 1b g u id ed  by rea so n  or 

th e  d iv in e  th o u g h t . Freedom i s  th u s  b u t a b sen o e  o f  ex 

t e r n a l  c o n s t r a i n t .  To be f r e e  i s  s im p ly  n ot t o  be bound 

by p a s s io n s  but t o  be bound by God*s e te r n a l  la w s . F ree

dom i s  th e r e f o r e  n o th in g  but in n e r  s e l f -d e t e r m in is m . The 

human s o u l  i s  d e term in ed  b y  th e  d iv in e  th o u g h t o f  w h ich  i t  

i s  a  mode; th e  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t ,  b y  m ech an ica l la w s . There  

i s  no a b s o lu te  freed o m . But r e a so n  p o in t s  th e  way t o  in n er  

s e l f -d e t e r m in is m .

R eason th u s f u n c t io n s  a s  th e  u lt im a te  a d a p t iv e  f a c 

t o r ,  t e a c h in g  what we do by th e  w i l l  o f  God and in  what our 

h a p p in ess  c o n s i s t s  and what are  the r ig h t  ways o f  s a l v a t i o n .  

The u l t im a te  m o tiv e  o f  s a l v a t i o n  i s  th e  im p u lse  o f  s e l f -  

p r e s e r v a t io n  as a lr e a d y  ta u g h t b y  H obbes, a s  t o  th e  two 

a s p e c ts  o f  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  S p in oza  t e a c h e s  th a t  r ea so n  

le a d s  u s to  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  lo v e  o f  God a s  th e  p s y c h ic a l ,  

id e a l  w ay, and a d v o c a te s  our e n tr a n c e  i n t o  th e  s o c i a l  s t a t e  

from th e  n a tu r a l c o n d it io n  a s  th e  n a t u r a l ,  u t i l i t a r i a n  w ay. 

H owever, w h ile  H obbes d e s p a ir e d  o f f in d in g  in  man any  

power o f  s e l f - c o n t r o l  in  th e  a b sen ce  o f  e x te r n a l  n orm ative  

f o r c e s ,  S p in o z a , a  s o c i a l  c o n tr a c t  t h e o r i s t  a s  he w a s , a s 

s e r te d  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s e l f - d l s o l p l i n e  b y  m y s t io a l ly  

a f f i l i a t i n g  man w ith  God, w h ic h , a c c o r d in g  t o  h im , was guar
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a n teed  by th e  power o f th e  i n t e l l e c t .  Knowledge i s  th e  

b a s is  o f  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e #  The power o f  th e  mind i e  d e f in e d  

by i t s  know ledge# * The h ig h e s t  form  o f  know ledge i s  th e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  lo v e  o f  God, w hich i s  a l s o  s e lf -k n o w le d g e #

The s e l f  b e in g  a  p a r t  o f  th e  S u b sta n c e , r e a l  s e lf -k n o w le d g e  

must be i d e n t i c a l  w ith  know ledge o f  God, and upon su ch  know- 

le d g e  v ir t u e  and h a p p in e s s  r e s t #  To know th e  s e l f  and God 

i s  to  have c le a r  and a d eq u ate  id e a s ,  and t o  c e a s e  t o  b e  

p a s s iv e  or in  b on d age . The p u rp ose  o f  S p in o za  in  h i s  g t h lo a  

was in  f a c t  m a in ly  t o  d em on stra te  th e  a b i l i t y  o f  th e  i n t e l 

l e c t  t o  sa v e  mankind from  bondage b y  p a s s io n B .

In  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  S p in o za  made no d i s t i n c t i o n  be

tw een th e  i n t e l l e o t  and th e  w i l l .  The s o u l  an know ing id e a s  

1b i n t e l l e o t ,  and on a f f ir m in g  or d en y in g  what i s  tr u e  and 

f a l s e  i s  w i l l#  Our conduot i s  m oral in  so  fa r  a s  i t  con

form s t o  th e  la w  o f  r e a so n  th ro u g h  th e  power o f  th e  i n t e l 

l e c t .  V ir tu e  i s  th e  r a t io n a l  s t r e n g th  w h ich  e n a b le s  man t o  

f r e e l y  s t r i v e  a f t e r  p e r f e c t i o n ,  or im it a t io n  o f  God, and in  

th e  p r o c e s s  o f  p e r f e c t io n  p le a s u r e  i s  in v o lv e d #

The f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  law  o f  r e a c o n , h o w ev er , m ust be  

su p p la n ted  by th e  la w  o f n a tu r e , w h ich  S p in o za  d e r iv e d  from  

o b j e c t iv e  n a t u r e .  L ik e  H obbes, S p in o za  h e ld  t h a t  u t i l i t y  

l e d  mankind from th e  p r e - s o c i a l  c o n d it io n  t o  c o n v e n t io n .

1 .  The f i r s t  k in d  o f  k n ow led ge , a c c o r d in g  t o  S p in o z a , i s
s e n s o r y | th e  B eeond , r a t i o n a l |  and th e  t h ir d  and h i g h e s t ,  
i n t u i t i v e .
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P o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  o r g a n iz e d  on pu rp ose t o  supp lem ent 

th e  l i m i t b o f  r e a so n  a e  an im p e l l in g  fa c to r *  The c i v i l  

s t a t e  and law  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  r e s u l t s  o f  c o n v e n t io n a l  a s s o 

c i a t i o n ,  and u t i l i t y  i s  th e  s o l e  t e s t  o f  t h e i r  goodn ess*  

H obbes, c o n c e iv in g  o f  human n a tu re  a s  th ro u g h  and th rou gh  

s e I f - s e e k i n g ,  had t o  uphold  th e  n e g a t iv e  c la im s  o f  man’ s  

n a tu r a l  r i g h t  in  th e  e i v i l  s t a t e ,  and t h e r e f o r e  even  sub

o r d in a te d  r e l i g i o n  and c o n s c ie n c e  t o  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  govern 

ments w h ereas S p in o z a , s t a r t i n g  from  h i s  c o n c e p tio n  o f  human 

n a tu re  a s  b o th  s e l f i s h  and s o c i a l ,  * h e ld  th e  n orm ative  f a o -  

to r  in  s e r v ic e  t o  th e  a d a p t iv e  f a c to r *  T h rou gh -ou t h i s  

sy stem  S p in o za  p lea d  fo r  I n d iv id u a l  freedom * The s t a t e  a s  

a f r e e  and I n t e l l e c t u a l  u n io n  o f  in d iv id u a ls  has fo r  i t s  

h ig h e s t  p u rp ose  t o  fu r th e r  th e  c o n c r e te  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t r u e  

l i b e r t y  r a th e r  th a n  to  th r e a t  i t s  s u b j e c t s  w ith  p u n ish m en ts  

by r e g u la t in g  t h e i r  con d u ct w i t h  r i g i d  law s* H en ce , i t  

must s e c u r e  th e  freed om  o f  th o u g h t , o f  s p e e c h , o f  r e l i g i o u s  

b e l i e f ,  and o f  c o n sc ie n c e *  T h e r e fo r e ,  i f  th e  governm ent 

d oes n o t perform  i t s  m oral r o l e  and d oes n o t l i v e  up t o  th e  

prom ise o r ig i n a l l y  m ade, th e  p e o p le  h as th e  r ig h t  o f  r e v o lu 

t i o n  a g a in s t  th e  tyran n y*  jg g ftU tX  l a  ttftflXflSfflUV tft t ttt  

lai sf natms, god utility  JLa its arifaurUni Morality i i

1 . W hile h o ld in g  th a t  th e  a c t u a l  e s s e n c e  o f  e v e r y th in g  i s
th e  endeavour “to  p e r s i s t  in  i t s  own b e in g *  { E t h ic s ,  F t .
I l l ,  Props* 6* T ) ,  S p ls o s a  a s s e r t s  t h a t  th e  in d iv id u a l  
h a s s o  r e a l i t y  a p a r t  from  th e  w h ole  s in c e  i t  m ust be a  
p a r t i a l  e x p r e s s io n  o f  God’ s  e s se n c e *
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o o n fo r m ity  t o  th e  la w  o f  r e a so n , and I t s  c r i t e r i o n  l a  th e  

i n t e l l e o t *

3 .  L e g a l i t y  a s  S u b o rd in a te  t o  M o r a lity —

Looke

Thomas Hobbes* n e x t  opponent was h i  a c o m p a tr io t ,

John Looke (1 6 3 2 -1 7 0 4 ) , son  of a  C rom w ellian  s o l d i e r ,  who 

grew  up o n ly  t o  become th e  cham pion o f  th e  B r i t i s h  R evolu 

t i o n  o f  1 6 8 8 , w hereby Jam es I I ,  th e  l a s t  S tu a r t k in g ,  f l e d  

to  F ran ce and W illiam  and Mary a s  had been  in v i t e d  from  

H ollan d  began t o  r e ig n  in  E n g lan d . By h i s  r e c o r d s  i n  pub

l i c  l i f e — a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  Lord S h a fte s b u r y , fo u n d er  o f  th e  

Whig P a r ty , in  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  d ip lo m a tic  

s e r v ic e — and h i s  s ta n d p o in ts  in  p h ilo s o p h y , Locke was l e d  

to  a  d ia m e tr ic a l  o p p o s it io n  t o  H obbes. In m eth od ology  he  

was th rou gh  and th rou gh  an e m p i r i c i s t ,  in  m e ta p h y s ic s  a  

p s y c h o -p h y s ic a l  d u a l i s t .  As t o  h i s  p r a o t lo a l  t e a o h ln g s ,  he 

a d v o ca ted  r e l i g i o u s  and c i v i l  t o l e r a t i o n ,  and h e ld  t o  th e  

th e o r y  o f l im i t e d  m onarchy and d efen d ed  r e s p o n s ib le  govern 

ment and th e  n a tu r a l and c i v i l  r ig h t s  o f  th e  p e o p le .  He 

p u b lish e d  h ie  Two T r e a t i s e s  o f  C i v i l  governm ent in  1690 on 

p u rp ose  to  j u s t i f y  th e  r e v o lu t io n  erf 1 6 8 8 , and a l s o  to  make 

good th e  t i t l e  o f  K ing W illia m  i n  th e  c o n se n t o f  th e  p e o p le .  

The f i r s t  t r e a t i s e  w as d e v o te d  to  th e  r e f u t a t i o n  o f  F llm e r ’ s  

d o c tr in e  o f  a b s o lu t e  m onarchy fm inded on d iv in e  r ig h t ;  in  

th e  secon d  he d e v e lo p e d  h i s  own v ie w s  i n  c o n tr a s t  w ith  H obbes1.
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As t o  th e  u n d e r ly in g  grou n d s o f  human n o t io n ,  Looke 

a p p a r e n t ly  em phasized  th e  im p u lse  o f  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  a s  

th e  n a tu r a l f a c t o r ,  rea so n  g u id ed  h y  th e  d iv in e  w i l l  aB th e  

a d a p t iv e  f a c t o r ,  and r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  governm ent a s  th e  nor

m a tiv e  f a c t o r .  Opposed t o  H obbes' l e g a l i s m  and a s s e r t io n  

fo r  th e  dependence o f th e  m oral order upon c i v i l  la w s , he  

s e t  th e  m oral order in d ep en d en t o f c i v i l  la w s and p u t i t  on 

th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  law  of n a tu re  and on n a tu r a l r i g h t s .  In  

e t h i o s  he u n d ertook  t o  d en y  in n a te  m oral id e a s  b y  p o in t in g  

out in d iv id u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  and th e  u n c e r t a in t y  in v o lv e d  in  

them . There can b e  no summum bonum.  C o n sc ie n c e  i s  b u t our  

a c q u ir e d  sen se  o f th e  r ig h t n e s s  and w ron gn ess o f  human 

a c t i o n s .  A l l  e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  foun ded  upon s o c i a l  con

v e n t io n s  and p r e c e d e n ts ,  are  i n t u i t i v e l y  known a s th e y  can  

be d em on stra ted  a s  p r e c e p ts  of th e  law  o f  God. Hy e la b o r 

a t in g  t h i s  a u t h o r i t a t iv e  and r e l i g i o u s  b a s i s  a s  e v e r y  d e i s t  

o f  th e  day would have d o n e , Looke d e v e lo p e d  h i s  e t h i c s  in t o  

a  r e l lg i o - p h l lo s o p h lc a l  d o c tr in e  o f  b l e s s e d n e s s .  Our oon -  

d u ct i s  th e r e fo r e  m oral in  th e  e y e s  o f  Locke in  s o  f a r  a s  

we v o l u n t a r i ly  conform  i t  t o  th e  p r e c e p ts  o f  th e  d iv in e  la w .

For Looke th e  b a s ic  m otive  o f  human' con d u ct i s  s e l f -  

l o v e .  t fa lik e  H obbes, h ow ever, he d id  n o t g o  t o  th e  extrem e  

of eg o ism  w h ile  h o ld in g  t h a t  human n a tu re  i s  s o c ia b le  a s  

w e l l  a s  s e l f - s e e k i n g .  T h e r e fo r e , a c c o r d in g  t o  him th e  law  

o f  n a tu r e — o f whiah rea so n  i s  th e  in t e r p r e t e r — i s  v a l id  in  

th e  p r im it iv e  c o n d i t io n ,  and e t h i c a l  r u l e s  are  a c t u a l ly
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o b lig a to r y  even  In  th e  a b se n c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s o c ie t y *  “Men 

l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  a c c o r d in g  t o  r ea so n  w ith o u t a  common su p er 

io r  on e a r th ,  w ith  a u t h o r i t y  t o  ju d g e  betw een  them , i s  p ro 

p e r ly  th e  s t a t e  o f  Nature*'* 1 L ocke*s " s ta te  o f  N ature" i s  

th e r e fo r e  " p r e - p o l i t i c a l"  r a th e r  th an  " p r e - s o c ia l ."  I t  i s  

not pervaded  w ith  th e  m utual f e a r  and d i s t r u s t  o f  men*

Y/hile t h e r e in  men e n jo y  freedom  and e q u a l i t y ,  among them  

th e r e  p r e v a i l  s o c i a l  r e la t io n s h ip s  and m utual a id  to  th e  

e x te n t  t h a t  one*s own p r e s e r v a t io n  i s  not impeded by h i s  a id  

in  p r e s e r v in g  o t h e r s ,  a lth o u g h  th e y  p o s s e s s  no in n a te  id e a  

of b e n ev o len ce*  B e s id e s  th e  fundam ental n a tu r a l r ig h t  o f  

s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  Locke argu ed  f o r  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e  

r ig h t s  o f  th e  enjoym ent o f  freed om  and th e  s e c u r i t y  o f  p ro 

p e r ty  in  th e  n a tu r a l s t a t e *  Above a l l  he i n i t i a t e d  th e  id e a  

o f th e  la b o r  th e o r y  o f  p r o p e r ty , o f  w e a lth , and o f v ^ lu e ,  

w hich was fh r th e r  d e v e lo p e d  by E n g lish  e c o n o m is ts  o f  th e  

c l a s s i c a l  sc h o o l*

In  th e  s t a t e  o f  n a tu r e , h ow ever, s ta n d a rd s  o f  con

d u ct a s  d e f in e d  by th e  law  o f  r e a s o n , b eca u se  o u a o e p t lb le  

t o  d iv e r s e  and som etim es ev en  in c o m p a tib le  in t e r p r e t a t io n s  

among d i f f e r e n t  i n d iv i d u a l s ,  a re  n ot un iform * P eo p le  had  

t o  "appeal t o  Heaven" f o r  f a i r  judgm ent in  a n y  d is p u te *  The 

n a tu r a l s t a t e  th u s in v o lv e s  d a n g ers and i n s e c u r i t i e s ,  w h ich  

are o n ly  to  be removed by f ir m  la w s , im p a r t ia l  ju d g e s ,  and

1* C i v i l  Governm ent.  Second T r e a t i s e ,  Sec* 19*
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an e x e c u t iv e  power* The d e s ir e  to  a c q u ir e  th e  r e g u la te d  

s e c u r i t y  o f  l e g a l  r e l a t i o n s  th a t  have b een  ex p o sed  t o  dan

g e r , l e a d s  t o  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f th e  c i v i l  s t a t e *  The 

m otive  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  i s  t h a t  o f  a d van tage  r a 

th e r  th an  o f  n e c e s s i t y *  The d i f f e r e n c e  b etw een  th e  n a tu r a l  

and th e  c i v i l  s t a t e  l i e s  in  d eg ree  r a th e r  th an  in  k ind*

The c i v i l  s t a t e  i s  in  th e  lo n g  run an a r t i f i c i a l  in s t r u 

ment f o r  th e  prom otion  and s e c u r i t y  o f in d iv id u a l  freedom  

and p r iv a t e  ow nersh ip* * C i v i l  power i s  d e r iv e d  from  th e  

p e o p le  who t r a n s f e r  n ot more o f  t h e i r  r ig h t s  t o  th e  s t a t e  

than  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e c u r e  th e  govern m en ta l gu a ra n ty  o f  

r i g h t .  Locke th e r e fo r e  a d v o ca ted  l im it e d  m onarchy and 

s e p a r a t io n  o f  a d m in is t r a t iv e  pow ers* The govern m en t, in  or

der t o  p r o t e c t  th e  l i v e s ,  l i b e r t i e s ,  and e s t a t e s ,  o f  i t s  

s u b j e c t s ,  must s e t  up what th e  p e o p le  w anted in  a n a tu r a l  

s t a t e — th a t  i s ,  an e s t a b l i s h e d ,  e n f o r d b l e  la w , an im p a r t ia l  

ju d g e , and a p o w er fu l e x e c u t iv e *  The b a s i s  o f  any  la w fU l  

governm ent in  th e  w orld i s  th e  m a jo r ity  r u le *  The e s s e n 

t i a l  e lem en t in  governm ent i s  law — th a t  i s ,  c i v i l  law —  

and th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  power i s  th e  supreme power in  th e  common

w e a lth .  But th e r e  can b e  no in c o n t r o v e r t ib le  law -m aking  

a u th o r ity *  Behind c i v i l  law  th e r e  s ta n d s  th e  la w  of p u b lic

1* L o c k e 's  a s s e r t io n s  fo r  th e  r eg a r d  fo r  in d iv id u a l  l i b e r 
t y ,  and th e  r e s p e c t  f o r  in d iv id u a l  p r o p e r ty ,  in d e e d ,  
" c r y s t a l l i z e  th e  a t t i t u d e  and temperament o f  th e  English  
m ind ,"  as B e ro lsh e im er  soys (The W orld 's L ega l P h i lo 
so p h ie s*  p* 1 37 )*
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o p in io n | b eh in d  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p ow er , th e  s u p e r io r  power 

o f  th e  p e o p le .  S in c e  th e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  governm ent i s  

d i f f e r e n t  from  t h a t  o f  s o c ie t y *  s o c i e t y  hae th e  power t o  

d is p la c e  th e  h o ld e r s  o f  g o vern m en ta l a u t h o r i t y .  T h is  power 

a s  th e  r ig h t  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  i s  d e r iv e d  from  t h e  '•appeal t o  

H eaton** As a g r e a t  a n t i-m o n a r c h is t*  Looke h e ld  p u b lic  o p in 

io n  to  be th e  suprem e Judge o f  th e  con d u ct o f  govern m ent' 

and a t t r ib u t e d  th e  r ig h t  o f  r e v o lu t io n  t o  t h e  m a jo r ity  o f  

th e  p e o p le  who f in d  t h e i r  governm ent a c t s  c o n tra r y  to  i t s  

t r u s t*  Ho wonder he h a s  been  remembered a s  th e  fo re ru n n er  

o f  th e  tfo rth  Am erican and F rench  R e v o lu t io n s*

On a d v o c a t in g  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  governm ent a s  th e  m ost 

im p ortan t f a c t o r  r e g u la t in g  our c o n d u c t ' Looke* u n l ik e  

Hobbes* em phasized  m ora lism  r a th e r  th a n  le g a lis m *  L e g a l i t y  

i s  c o n fo rm ity  t o  th e  r u l e s  o f  c i v i l  law } m o r a l i t y ,  v o lu n ta r y  

co n fo rm ity  t o  th e  p r e c e p t s  o f  d iv in e  la v *  Y et* in  th e  e y a s  

o f  I s  eke

law o f  n a tu r e * *  be w r i t e s *  " sta n d s  a s  an e t e r n a l  r u le  t o  a l l  

men* l e g i s l a t o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  o th e r s*  The r u l e s  t h a t  th e y  

make f o r  o th er  m en 's a c t io n s  must* a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  own and 

o th e r  m en 's a c t io n s *  be con form ab le  to  th e  law  o f  H ature—» 

th e  w i l l  o f  God* o f  w h ich  t h a t  i s  a d e c la r a t io n '  

and th e  fu n d am en ta l law o f  H ature b e in g  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  

mankind* no human s a n c t io n  can be good or v a l i d  a g a in s t  i t * *  1

1* O n * o it* .  Sec* 1M>* I t a l i c s  In  t e x t
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The governm ent t h e r e f o r e  m a in ta in s  p ea ce  and order not 

through  a r b it r a r y  la w s  and m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  b u t th ro u g h  th e  

c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  p u b l ic  o p in io n  and th e  n a tu re  o f  i t s  

ord in an ces*

Among a l l  th e  p r e -K a n tia n s  Locke has l e f t  th e  

most en d u rab ly  i n f l u e n t i a l  im p r e ss io n  upon th e  su b seq u en t  

minds from  h ie  cen ten g> oraries to  th in k e r s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  

day. L e ib n itz  (1 6 4 6 -1 7 1 6 )  was h i s  f i r s t  contem porary to  

r e a c t  a g a in s t  h i s  th o u g h t by c o n fr o n t in g  e m p ir ic ism  w it h  

r a t io n a l i s m  th ro u g h o u t th e  w hole p h i lo s o p h ic  oou rse*  The 

in n a te n e s s  and n a t i v i t y  o f  c e r t a in  m oral p r in c ip l e s  to  th e  

s o u l  i o  now a ffirm ed  a s  a m atter  o f  c o u t b c ,  th ou gh  i t  i s  

a d m itted  by L e ib n it z  th a t  h a b i t ,  t r a d i t i o n ,  and e d u c a t io n ,  

may c o n tr ib u te  to  t h e i r  d ev e lo p m en t. H owever, on th e  b a s i s  

o f  h i s  m e ta p h y s ic a l d o c tr in e  o f  p r e e s t a b l is h e d  harmony, 

L e ib n itz  em phasized  in  h i s  a l t r u i s t i c  e t h i c s  lo v e  t o  man b e 

s id e s  th e  lo v e  o f  God* C urren t t e n d e n c ie s  to  a l t r u is m  f t *  

n a lly  cu lm in a ted  in  th e  e t h i o s  o f  Hume and Adam Smith*

The s c e p t i c  Hume (1 7 1 1 -1 7 7 6 ) , who d e n ie d  th e  sub

s t a n t i a l i t y  o f  mind and d i s t r u s t e d  t h e  power o f  r ea so n  iu  

su eh  w ise  th a t  th e  n exu s betw een  ca u se  and e f f e c t  was even  

look ed  upon a s  e x p e c t a t io n  due t o  m en ta l h a b i t ,  n a tu r a l ly  

c o n s id e r e d  a c t io n s  o f  th e  w i l l  a s  produced p r im a r ily  by 

f e e l i n g  and n o t by pure r e a s o n . He d id  n o t em p hasize  

“u t i l i t y "  a s  th e  u l t im a t e  b a s i s  o f  m o r a ls , a lth o u g h  h e  ad

m itte d  i t  a s  a  so u r c e  o f  our s e n t im e n ts  o f  m ora ls th ro u g h
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sympathy*  ̂ For him f e e l i n g  i s  o r ig in a l  and im m ed iate; r e a 

so n , d e r iv e d  from  r e f l e c t i o n  and com p arison* A f e e l i n g  i s  

e x c i t e d  th rou gh  t h e  id e a  o f an a c t io n  done by anybody and 

alw ays p r e c e d e s  e v e r y  m oral ju d gm en t, and t h a t  f e e l i n g  Hume 

reg a r d s  a s  a  f e l l o w - f e e l i n g ,  a  se n tim e n t o f  sym pathy w hich  

i s  th e  r e a l  ground o f m o r a lity *  Sympathy i s  t h e r e f o r e  th e  

b a s lo  f a c t o r  th rou gh  w h ich  man a d a p ts  h im s e l f  t o  h i s  f e l l o w -  

raen and community* The c o n s ta n t  b a s i s  o f  human c o n d u c t ,  

how ever, i s  not sym pathy but h a b it  t o  w hich Hume r e p e a te d ly  

c a l l e d  our s p e c ia l  a t t e n t io n *  He r e p u d ia te d  th e  d o o tr ln e  o f  

s o c i a l  c o n tr a o t  a s  th e  in t e r p r e t a t io n  o f governm ent on th e  

ground th a t  t h i s  th e o r iz e d  co n cep t was n e v e r  known tc* th o s e  

p r im it iv e  men g a th e r in g  to g e th e r  in t o  a  p o l i t l o a l  o r g a n iz a 

t io n *  O bedience t o  governm ent was c o n s c io u s ly  d eterm in ed  

a t  f i r s t  but g r a d u a lly  became h a b it u a l  u n t i l  i t  tu rn ed  in t o  

a m a tter  o f  custom  and t r a d i t i o n  la r g e ly *

As to  th e  s p e c i f i c  q u a l i t y  o f  th e  m oral s e n t im e n ts ,  

i t  was n ot Hume h im s e lf  but h i s  f r ie n d  Adam Sm ith (1 7 2 3 -  

1790) who e la b o r a te d  in  p la c e  o f  th e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  u t i l i t y —  

w hich was d e p r e d a t e d  a s  an a f t e r - t h o u g h t — th e  s e n s e  o f  pro

p r i e t y  t o  b e  " the m ost e s s e n t i a l  and u n iv e r s a l  e lem en t o f

1 • T h is  v ie w  he s e t  f o r t h  i n  h i s  T r e a t i s e  o f  Human Nature  
(Bk* I I I ,  P t*  I I I ,  S e c . I ) .  L a ter  an in  h i s  E n qu iry  
co n cern in g  th e  P r in c ip le s  o f  M o ra ls ,  h e  gave Im portance  

t o  th e  word " u t i l i t y ,"  w hlok h e  som etim es r e p r e s e n t s  a s  th e  
Id e a  o f  u s e f u ln e s s  t o  any e n d , and som etim es a s  o o n d u o iv e 
n o se  to  h a p p in e ss  a s  an  end* In  th e  l a t t e r  c a se  h a p p in e ss  
r e f e r s  b o th  t o  th e  s e l f  and t o  th e  fe llo w » m sn *  Y et o o n d u b iv e -  
n e s s  t o  t h e  h a p p in e ss  o f  o th e r s  r e s t s  upon th e  o p e r a t io n  o f  
sym pathy.
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our m oral judgm ents** The f a c u l t y  o f  our m oral judgm ents*  

v h io h  p r im a r ily  p a s s  on th e  con d u ct and c h a r a c te r  o f  our 

n eigh b ors*  and a fte r w o r d s  o f  our s e l v e s , i s  c o n s c ie n c e  w h ich  

fu n c t io n s  e x a o t ly  l i k e  an im p a r t ia l  s p e c ta to r  in  a l l  m oral 

s i t u a t io n s *  T h is  im p a r t ia l  s p e c t a t o r  w ith in  th e  b r e a s t  i s  

th en  n o th in g  b u t  th e  n o t io n  o f  p u b lio  o p in io n  t r a n s fe r r e d  by 

sympathy in to  th e  i n d iv i d u a l ' s  in n er  l i f e  and c o n tem p la tio n *  

As to  th e  f u n c t io n  o f  th e  governm ent* L e ib n i t z ,  Hume* 

and Smith* a l l  i n s i s t e d  on i t s  econom ic r o le *  W ith t h e i r  

e t h i c s  b ased  on th e  sy m p a th e tic  i n s t i n c t  o f  mankind* b o th  

Hume and Sm ith d ev e lo p ed  t h e i r  sy s te m s o f  p o l i t i c a l  economy 

from  th e  a c q u i s i t i v e  i n s t i n c t *  h ow ever. The la b o r  th e o r y  

o f  v a lu e  i n i t i a t e d  by lo c k e  was c o m p le te ly  s y s te m a t iz e d  by 

Smith* A gain* th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  E n g lis h  a s s e r t io n s  f o r  th e  

regard  fo r  p e r s o n a l freed om  and th e  r e s p e c t  f o r  in d iv id u a l  

p ro p er ty  Sm ith p la c e d  on t h e o r e t i c a l  b a se s*  The governm ent*  

to  s e c u r e  n a t io n a l  p r o s p e r ity *  must a llo w  f r e e  p la y  t o  th e  

a c q u i s i t i v e  i n s t i n c t  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l*  who sh o u ld  b e  g r a n ted  

enough freed om  in  tra d e*  commerce* and in d u s t r i a l  c o m p e tit io n *  

In th e  e y e s  o f  some w r i t e r s *  1 how ever* S m ith 's  Theory o f

*»<) IdfrJllfr. M  ifeU ftflg  a »  p r i n c ip l e  a s  

c o n tr a d ic to r y  t o  ea ch  o th e r  a s  th e  sy m p a th e tic  and th e  a e q u l*  

s i t i v e  I n s t i n c t s  a r e .  The r e l a t io n s h ip  betw een  t h e s e  two

1* Hjffding* BUtelX Ml Vol. 1* pp. 443*446$ Wundt* op.olt.* p. 79*
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tendencies Smith l e f t  p ractica lly  unexplained and rather 

puzzling* But as for as we can se e , the sympathetic ten* 

dency i s  e sse n tia lly  due to the adaptive a c t iv ity  of the 

mind to i t s  environment--to i t s  so c ia l environment in  par

ticu la r; whereas the a cq u isitiv e  In stin ct i s  derived from 

the spontaneous Impulse of se lf-p reservation  which i s  to  

he guided, proteoted, and supervised, by the government.

*• t t a a i a i  .1a

The b a s i s  o f  human c o n d u c t, w heth er l e g a l  or m o ra l, 

M ontesqu ieu  (1 6 6 9 -1 7 5 5 ) in te r p r e te d  in  term s o f  th e  e f f e c t  

o f  p h y s ic a l  and n a tu r a l su r r o u n d in g s . The c o n d it io n  o f  war

fa r e  in  th e  p r e - p o l i t i c a l  s t a t e ,  a c c o r d in g  to  h im ,i s  due  

to  su ch  b a s ic  sp o n ta n eo u s im p u lse s  a s  p e a c e - s e c u r i t y ,  h u n g e r , 

s e x ,  and s o c i a l  d e e ir e ;  t o  r e s t r a i n  them  p o s i t i v e  la w s d e v e lo p  

in  th e  c i v i l  s t a t e  w h ich  a r i s e s  from  th e  c o n ju n c t io n  o f  hu

man w i l l s .  M ontesqu ieu  t a k e s  in t o  no a o co u n t th e  n a tu re  o f  

t h i s  c o v e n a n t , b u t very  s e r io u s ly  th e  c o n d it io n s  w h ich  d e 

term in e  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  i t s  la w s— t h a t  i s ,  th e  S p i r i t  o f  

la w s . A s id e  from  th e  two t r a d i t i o n a l  v ie w s  o f  law — nam ely , 

law a s  & d i c t a t e  o f  rea so n  and law a s  th e  command o f  a  su 

p e r io r — M ontesqu ieu  d e f in e s  p o s i t i v e  law in  term s o f  r e l a 

t i o n s  in  order t o  e x c lu d e  from  th e  c o n c e p tio n  o f  law th e  

e lem en t o f  p e r s o n a l  c a p r ic e ,  " le w s , in  t h e i r  m ost g e n e r a l
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s i g n i f i c a t i o n ,  a r e  th e  n e c e ss a r y  r e l a t i o n s  a r i s in g  from  th e  

natu re  o f  t h in g s * * .  T here i s .  t h e n ,  a  p r im it iv e  r e a so n ;  

and la v s  a r e  th e  r e l a t io n e  s u b s i s t in g  b e tv e e n  i t  and d i f 

f e r e n t  b e in g s ,  and th e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  t o  one a n o th e r * * * 

M o n tesq u ie u 's  d o c tr in e  o f  l i b e r t y  i s  n o t s o  much con

cerned  v i t h  th e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  pow ers in  governm ent a s  w ith  

th e  r i g h t s  o f  m sa. The t h r e e f o ld  d i v i s i o n ,  a s  w as a lr e a d y  

su g g e s te d  by Xocke and h as been  d e v e lo p ed  by M ontesquieu* i s  

to  s e c u r e  p o l i t i c a l  freed om  a g a in s t  tyran n y  by p r e s e r v in g  

th e  dynam ic b a la n c e  o f  pow er, a u to m a t ic a l ly  c h e ck in g  a b u s e s ,  

and p r e v e n t in g  th e  im p e r i l in g  o f  c i v i l  l i b e r t y .  A ccord in g  

t o  h im . each  o f  th e  th r e e  form s o f  g o v e r n m e n t--r e p u b llc a n ,  

m on arch ic , and d e s p o t le - - h a s  i t s  p e c u l ia r  p r in c ip l e  w h ich  

d e ter m in e s  i t s  e d u c a t io n a l  and l e g i s l a t i v e  a s  w e l l  a s  ad

m in i s t r a t iv e  p o l i c i e s .  The r e p u b lic a n  governm ent h a s th e  

p r in c ip le  o f  " v ir tu a l  * 2 In  monarchy th e  p r in c ip le  i s  

"h on or |*  3 and in  d e sp o t is m , i t  i s  " fe a r ."  *  Under a  d e s 

p o t i c  governm ent l i k e  th a t  o f  l o u l s  XXV t h e r e  i s  no o c ca 

s io n  f o r  v i r t u e ,  and honor w ould be e x tr e m e ly  dangerous*

In f u n c t io n  and e f f e c t  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  p r i n c ip l e s  a s  enumer

a te d  by M ontesqu ieu  a r e  b u t th e  w ays d i f f e r e n t  form s o f  g o v -  

vernm ent p r e s c r ib e  r u l e s  t o  t h e i r  s u b j e c t s )  a n d . a s  f a r  a s  

we oan t r a c e  them , in  th e  lo n g  run th e y  became th e  b a s ic

1* Montesquieu. The gpjfrJL* g f %!§» 1 » P*
2. Ibid. .  PP. 22 f f .  5* I b id ..  pp* 29 f f

PP* 30-51*



m o tiv es  w h ich  d e term in e  th e  a c t io n  o f  th e  I n d iv id u a l  in  h i*  

s o c i a l  l i f e .  True* under d esp o tla m  r u le *  »nd o rd in a n ce *  a r e  

p r e sc r ib e d  w it h  t h r e a t *  o f  p u n ish m en ts , and th e  in d iv id u a l

a c t*  a im ply  o u t  o f  h ie  m o tiv e  o f  X ear*

W h ile  in  F rance M on tesq u ieu  e x p e c te d  to  s e e  th e  

kingdom  reform ed  th ro u g h  th e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  

from  th e  e x e c u t iv e  pover o f  govern m ent» he c o n s id e r e d  d i f 

f e r e n t  l a v s  and d i f f e r e n t  form s o f  governm ent a s s u i t e d  to  

d i f f e r e n t  c ir c u m s ta n c e s . A l l  m ora ls*  c i v i l  l a v s ,  and s o 

c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  h im ,p ro su p p o ses  c e r t a in  

n a tu r a l c o n d i t io n s  and a r e  n o t a r b it r a r y  p r o d u c ts . Thus* 

in s te a d  o f  d e a l in g  v i t h  any p a r t ic u la r  m en ta l a c t i v i t y  a s  

th e  a d a p t iv e  f a c t o r  o f  human conduct*  M ontesqu ieu  la y s  a  

s p e c i a l  em p h asis upon th e  n a tu r a l  n orm ative  f a c t o r s  in v o lv e d  

in  t h e  p h y s ic a l  environ m en t*  He p a r t i c u la r ly  c o n s id e r s  

th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  c l im a t e .  As th e  e f f e c t  o f  tem p era tu re  and 

m o istu re*  c l im a te  f i r s t  a f f e c t s  th e  organ s o f  th e  human 

b od y , th e n  th e  d evelop m en t o f  tem peram ent, and f i n a l l y  th e  

o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  s o c i a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s .  For in s ta n c e *  m o o a s t i-  

c ism  p r e v a i l s  in  warmer c l i m a t e s ,  drunkenness in  th e  c o ld e r f  

l i b e r t y  i s  fa v o r e d  by th e  c o ld e r  c l im a t e s ,  s la v e r y  by th e  

warmer* Such b e in g  th e  e a s e ,  i t  i s  n o th in g  b u t th e  p h y s ic a l  

en v iron m en t th a t  i s  p r im a r ily  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  d e term in a 

t io n  o f  human c o n d u c t .



5 .  N a tu r a ln e ss  a s  Sou rce and C r i t e r io n  o f  

M o r a lity  and L e g a l l t y —R ou sseau

A g r e a t  contem p orary  F rench  th in k e r  r iv a l i n g  Mon

te s q u ie u  was Jean  Jacques R ousseau ( 1 7 1 2 -1 7 7 8 ) .  C h aracter

i s t i c  o f  M o n tesq u ieu 's  m e n t a l i t y  b e in g  h i s  i n i t i a t i n g  s c ie n 

t i f i c  tem p er , R ousseau c o n tin u e d  th e  d evelop m en t o f  the s o 

c i a l  c o n tr a o t  th e o r y , a  r a th e r  v a n is h in g  ty p e  o f s o c i a l  

p h i lo s o p h y . N e v e r t h e le s s ,  h i s  t e a c h in g s  l e f t  an e v e r l a s t 

in g  a fte r m a th  in  th e  su b seq u en t h i s t o r y  o f m ankind. L iv in g  

an e a r ly  l i f e  o f m isa d v e n tu r e , and e n c o u n te r in g  numerous 

r e v e r s e s  in  h i s  manhood, h is  fram e o f mind to o k  a  d i f f e r e n t  

s t a r t .  W ith h i s  s e n s i t i v e ,  em o tio n a l tem peram ent exp osed  

t o  a  trem en d o u sly  s t im u la t in g  en viron m en t o f  th e  m idd le  

1 8 th  c e n tu r y  in  F ra n ce , * R ousseau  became k e e n ly  r e s e n t f u l

1 .  S in c e  th e  op en in g  o f  t h e  1 7 th  c e n tu r y  a b s o lu t is m  had 
b een  supreme in  F r a n c e . The E s t a t e s  G eneral ru n n in g  
i n  p a r a l l e l  to  th e  E n g lis h  P a r lia m en t f o r  a  t im e , h e ld  
i t s  l a s t  s e s s io n  in  1 6 1 4 . The z e n i t h  o f d e s p o t ic  r u le  
under L ou is X2V (1 6 4 3 -1 7 1 5 ) found i t s  embodiment i n  h i s  
l i f e  d ic tu m , *Je s u i t  l a  t e r r e ."  T h is  “d iv in e  r ig h t"  
k in g  was b r i l l i a n t  enough  t o  m a in ta in  p ea ce  and p ro s
p e r i t y  in  Trance and e le v a t e  h er  n a t io n a l  p r e s t ig e  on 
th e  one hand , and t o  subdue th e  P r o t e s t a n t s  and th e  
t h ir d  e s t a t e  on th e  o t h e r .  T h is  d e s p o t ic  r e g im e , how
e v e r ,  was founded on no s e c u r e  m oral b a s e s ,  and s o  p re
c ip i t a t e d  w ith in  i t s e l f  th e  germs o f  i t s  own d e s tr u c 
t i o n .  The doomed f a t e  o f h i s  a b s o lu t e  m onarchy came 
more and more t «  th e  fo r e  in  th e  d ays o f  R ousseau  
when L o u is  XV and L o u is  XVI (e x e o u te d  i n  1793) a ttem p t
ed  to  r u le  by t h e  same d iv in e  r ig h t  w h ile  w ith o u t h i s  
a b i l i t y .
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tow ard s e v e r y  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  bound by a r t i f i c i a l  c h a in s  

w h ile  lo o k in g  backward t o  th e  in n o ce n t sa v a g e  l i f e  w ith  

sym pathy and a d m ira tio n *   ̂ The e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  c o n d it io n  

m ust have s tr u c k  him a s  u t t e r l y  " p a th o lo g ic a l"  when he 

w rote "Han i s  b orn  f r e e ,  and he i s  everyw here in  c h a in s ,"  

a s  th e  op en in g  s e n te n c e  of h i s  S o c ia l  C o n tr a c t* Therefrom  

he r e s o r te d  to  l o g i c a l  d e d u c t io n s  and h y p o th e t ic a l  r e a so n 

i n g s ,  in s te a d  o f  ta k in g  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  a s  t r u t h s ,  in  order  

t o  lo o k  fo r  th e  c a u s e s  o f i t s  w hole symptom and th en  p ro 

p o se  rem ed ies fo r  i t  •

Condemning th e  a r t i f i c i a l  o h a in s  o f c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  

R ousseau lo o k ed  to  th e  n a tu r a l  r i^ i t B  e n jo y ed  and i n s t i n c 

t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  p u rsued  by th e  In n o cen t sa v a g e  in  th e  s t a t e  

o f  n a tu r e . The n a tu r a l s t a t e  a lo n e  ap p eared  " p e r fe c t ly  

h e a lth y "  t o  him and t h e r e f o r e  w as reg a rd ed  a s  good and  

id e a l*  V ic e s  and v i r t u e s  b e in g  s o o i a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  w h atever  

one a c ta  in  th e  n a tu r a l c o n d it io n  i s  n e i t h e r  m oral nor  

immoral but unm oral* T h er e in  th e  f a m i ly ,  b a sed  on n a tu r a l  

and v o lu n ta r y  a g r ee m e n t, i s  th e  o n ly  n a tu r a l s o o ie ty *  A ll  

th e  r e s t  a s  th o s e  found i n  th e  p r e se n t  s o o i a l  crd er  are  

s im p ly  c o n v e n tio n a l*  As t o  th e  main c a u s e s  o f th e  t r a n s 

i t i o n  from  th e  n a tu r a l t o  th e  c i v i l  s t a t e ,  R ousseau a c co u n ted

1 .  The n o b le  o r ig i n ,  w e a lth y  l i v e l i h o o d ,  sound e d u c a t io n ,  
s o c i a l  p o p u la r i t y ,  and s u c o e s s e s  in  p u b lic  l i f e ,  wfaioh 
M ontesqu ieu  had w h ile  R ousseau  m is s e d , m ust have added  
much t o  t h e i r  m en ta l d i f f e r e n c e *
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for them In connection w ith the growth o f physical and 

economic wants and the s t r i f e  to f u l f i l  them. 1 They are 

factors o f e v i l ,  sources of trouble. Hence, "Back to na

ture* Is  the only way of salvation* 2 To be natural, how

ever, i s  not to be a savage* for i t  i s  only in  vain to  re* 

move error by re-affirm ing previous ignorance. To be na

tural in the o iv i l  s ta te  i s  then to re-a&aert a l l  natural 

r ig h ts , to enjoy lib e r ty , and to be free  from constraint*

To atta in  to th is  end, Rousseau emphasized three fa c to r s , 

namely, moral sentim ent, natural education, and l ib e r a l  

government*

The vo ice o f conscience i s  the cry of nature. I t  

springs from the heart* The b a sis  of the w il l  i s  in te r e s t .  

Human action  througout the various phases of the natural

1* These causes are the so -ca lled  "accidents" elaborated  
by Rousseau which Liehtenberger in h is  Development o f  
Sooial Theory (p. 192) w ell sums up as fo llo w s< The 
growth of personal possessions in land, to o ls ,  products 
of agricu lture and the chase, individual appropriation  
o f land being the f i r s t  and w orst,  the increase o f  
population and the growth of exclu sive  fa m ilie s , in
creased gregariousnesB, and prepared the way for v ie s  
and crim e, ch aracter istic  of so o ia l h istorys the r is e  
o f mining and agriculture Introduced s la v ery | the 
growth o f language improved communication and devel*  
oped forethought w ith increased com petitive S tr iv in gs!  
the formation and coalescence of groups, antagonisms 
betweengroups, d isparity  o f rank and condition* The 
abuse of riehee led to.usurpation and war*

2. In h is  Discourse eg Inequality (published in  1754, eigh t 
years before the S ocia l Contract appeared) ,  Rousseau 
went to  such an extreme as to advocate a complete re 
turn to nature while negating law, government, and 
c iv ilisa t io n *
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s t a t e  I s  d eterm in ed  by two s p e c i f i c  p r i n c ip l e s  a n t e r io r  t o  

r ea so n — th e  s e n t im e n ts  o f  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  and o f  sym pathy•

In th e  c i v i l  s t a t e ,  t h e s e  n a tu r a l  f e e l i n g s  g iv e  way t o  r e a 

s o n , w h ich  i s  n o th in g  but th e  p e r n ic io u s  p ro d u ct o f  th e  a r 

t i f i c i a l  i t  i e s  o f c i v i l i z a t i o n *  T h us, s t r e s s i n g  em otion  and 

m in im iz in g  r e a s o n , R ousseau  r e s t a t e d  in  d i f f e r e n t  term s t h e  

e t h i c s  o f  sentim ent, a d o p ted  from  H u tch eso n , Hume, and Adam 

Sm ith .

As t o  n a tu r a l e d u c a t io n , R ou sseau *s th e o r y  f in d s  i t s  

rem ote o r ig in  i n  L ocke’ s  e m p ir ic a l  em p hasis on th e  n a tu r a l  

developm ent o f th e  c h i l d ’ s  in d iv id u a l i t y *  The w eakness o f  

human n a tu re  i s  th e  c a u se  o f  b a d n e s s , and i t  th e r e fo r e  

a r o u se s  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  e d u c a tio n *  " E veryth in g  i s  good a s  

i t  come8 from  th e  hands o f  t h e  A uthor o f  N a tu r e ; but e v e r y -  

th in g  d e g e n e r a te s  in  th e  hands o f  man*" S o c ie t y  b e in g  a  

system  o f  s e r v i t u d e ,  e d u c a t io n  sh o u ld  aim  a t  th e  m nanoipa- 

t i  on th ere fro m — a t  th e  f u l l  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  n a tu r a l freedom *  

To be f r e e  i s  t o  b e  " n atu ra l*"  To b e  n a tu r a l  i s  n o t t o  do

a n y th in g  one w a n ts , b u t t o  keep  from g e t t i n g  l o s t ,  w hich i s
o

th e  o f f i c e  o f  ed u o a tio n *  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  e d u c a t io n  i s  n o t  

g o v e r n in g  but s e r v in g .  I t  aim s t o  h e lp  th e  c h i ld  r e l y  upon  

h im s e l f  and r e a l i z e  h i s  in n e r  n a tu re  w h ich  i s  t o  be g iv e n  

f r e e  p la y *  A c c o r d in g ly , e v e r y  c h i ld  m ust be g r a n ted  a

1* Rousseau, B a l l s ,  p* 1 .
2* Cf • W rig h t. Tke M eaning o f  R o u ssea u , p* 34*



-  I l l  -

n a tu r a l r ig h t  t o  f r e e  s e l f -d e v e lo p m e n t • The e d u c a t io n a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n  in  th e  c i v i l  s t a t e ,  in  *rd er  to  fu n c t io n  a s  a  

n orm ative f a c t o r  o f  c o n d u c t , m ust he a d a p ted  t o  th e

" d ic t a t e s  o f  n a t u r e ,n s o  t o  speak *

The same i s  tr u e  with, th e  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n *  

D e s p ite  m an 's l o s e  o f  h i s  o r ig in a l  freedom  th ro u g h  a r t i f i 

c i a l  c h a in s  im posed b y  s o c i a l  l i f e  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  on  

e n te r in g  in t o  th e  c i v i l  s t a t e ,  R ousseau a d v o c a te s  no anar

chism  hut u n d e r ta k e s  th e  ta s k  o f  f in d in g  th e  way o f  j u s t i 

f y in g  and r e n d e r in g  l e g i t im a t e  t h i s  tr a n s fo r m a tio n  from  

n a tu r a l freedom  t o  s o o i a l  en slavem en t*  The c i v i l  s t a t e  

founded mi f o r c e  can n ot h e  j u s t i f i e d *  M ight d o es n o t  make 

R ig h t*  Com pulsory l e g a l i t y  can n ot he r e c o n c i le d  w ith  v o lu n 

ta r y  m o r a lity *

On e n t e r in g  in to  th e  c i v i l  s t a t e ,  th e  in d iv id u a ls  

su rren d er  n o th in g  to  any  so v e r e ig n *  B ecause t h e y  a r e  c o l 

l e c t i v e l y  th e  so v e r e ig n *  The a c t  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  c a r r ie d  

out by them  p ro d u ces  a  "moral and c o l l e c t i v e  b od y ,"  w hich  

d e r iv e s  from  t h i s  same a c t  i t s  u n i t y ,  i t s  common b e in g ,  

i t s  l i f e  aod i t s  w i l l *  The p u b lic  p erso n a g e  i s  c a l l e d  " th e  

s t a t e  b y  i t s  members when I t  i s  p a s s iv e s  th e  s o v e r e ig n  when 

I t  i s  a c t iv e *  and a  new er when com paring i t  t o  i t s  e q u a ls * ” 1 

The a c t  o f a s s o c i a t i o n  th a t  i n s t i t u t e s  th e  governm ent i s  a

1* R o u ssea u , S o o ia l  C o n tr a c t . p« 2 2 .  i t a l i c s  in  t e x t *
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la w , w h ich  oan b e  revok ed  a t  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  p e o p le *  who 

from th e  v e r y  b e g in n in g  have th e  r ig h t  o f  r e v o lu t io n  a g a in s t  

m is governm ent ♦ I t  i s  d e r iv e d  front "the g e n e r a l  w i l l *  ©f 

th e  p e o p le  a s  b a sed  on th e  unanim ous o p in io n  o f  th e  m a jo r ity *  

That g e n e r a l w i l l  c o n s t i t u t e s  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  s o v e r e ig n t y ,  

th e  p r in c ip le  o f  th e  o n ly  J u s t  and l e g i t im a t e  p o l i t i c a l  order*

The s o v e r e ig n ,  th u s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  s h a r p ly  from  th e  

govern m ent, i s  i n a l i e n a b l e ,  i n d i v i s i b l e ,  and can n ot e r r *

I t s  a c t  i s  la w  n o t made by c o m p u ls io n , but b y  agreem ent* "The 

g r e a t e s t  o f  a l l ” sh o u ld  be th e  o b je c t  o f  a l l  sy s tem s o f  l e g l s -  

l a t i o n  w h ich , a co o rd in g  t o  R o u ssea u , i s  red u ced  t o  tw o p r in 

c ip a l  th in g s *  l i b e r t y  and e q u a l i ty *  1 The l e g i s l a t i v e  fu n c

t io n  o f  th e  governm ent b e lo n g s  t o  th e  p e o p le  who have e q u a l  

v o i c e s ,  and whose g e n e r a l w i l l  c r e a t e s  i t ,  and i s  t h e r e f o r e  

s u p e r io r  t o  i t *  The s o v e r e ig n  commands, th e  governm ent 

e x e c u t e s ,  th e  s u b j e c t  o b e y s .

In  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  w i l l

o f  th e  p e o p le  a s  th e  s o v e r e ig n t y ,  and a s  t h e  o n ly  so u r c e  o f

la w , a u t h o r i t y  oan  be r e c o n c i le d  w ith  l ib e r t y *  Freedom i s

a m a tter  o f  s e l f - d e t e r m in a t io n ;  l i b e r t y ,  o b ed ien ce  t o  s e l f -

im posed la w ) and n a t u r a ln e s s ,  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  o f  b oth *  S in c e

man i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  g o o d , th e  l e s s  governm ent th e  b e t t e r  but

n o t a n a rch ism . T h er e fo r e  d i r e c t  governm ent i s  th e  c n ly  s a f e

method* R o u ssea u , h caw ver, ta k e s  p r e c a u t io n  t o  p r e v en t o c h lo -  

o ra o y  w h ich  m igh t a r i s e  from  th e  abuse o f  d e m o cr a tic  g o v e r n -

1*  Op* P i t * ,  pp* 7 7 - 7 8 .
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m ent, and y e t  he i s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  an a d v o c a te  o f  extrem e  

l ib e r a l i s m  and n a tu r a l m oral ism  a s  means o f  s o c i a l  c o n tr o l*

C• Kant

R e g u la t iv e  Use o f  P ure R eason *—  M l  th e  p r e c e d in g  

c u r r e n ts  o f th ou gh t met in  Immanuel Kant (1 7 2 4 -1 8 0 4 ) . Born 

to  be r e v e r e d  as th e  Sage o f  K b n isb e rg , and s c a r c e ly  e v e r  

t r a v e l in g  any  fu r th e r  away th a n  beyond th e  ed ge  o f  th e  sub

urb o f  h i s  n a t iv e  c i t y ,  he l i v e d  a s o c i a l l y  s im p le  and mono

ton ou s l i f e  w hereby, h o w ev er , he was a f fo r d e d  am ple e n erg y  

t o  weave out from  a l l  p i e c e s  o f  know ledge e v e r  accu m u la ted  

a  g r e a t  system  o f p h ilo s o p h y  m arking "the p e r f e c t  manhood 

o f th e  Aryan mind.*' * ;7hat Kant le a r n e d  in  th e  o r a d le  was 

r e a l l y  c a r r ie d  to  th e  g r a v e :  t h e  s c h o o l  t r a in in g  he r e c e iv e d

in  s c i e n c e ,  t h e o lo g y ,  and p h ilo s o p h y , th e  s o c i a l  and p o l i 

t i c a l  a f f a i r s  he saw  or heard  o f i n  h i s  manhood, and above  

a l l  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f h i s  p r o fo u n d ly  p i e s t i c  m other th a t  un

d e r la y  h i s  e a r ly  boyh ood , a l l  l e f t  e v id e n t  marks upon th e  

developm ent o f  h i s  p h i lo s o p h ic  th o u g h t*  In h i s  s c h o la r ly  

c a r e e r ,  though h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f th e  f a c u l t y  o f  r e a so n  

p rop er was more e n t e r p r is in g  th an  h i s  s y s t e m a t iz a t io n  o f  s o 

c i a l  t e a c h in g s ,  y e t  h i s  adventu resom e e f f o r t  proved  more

1* Max M il le r  in  h i s  E n g lis h  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f K a n t's  C r it iq u e  
o f  P ure R eason ( p .  l x x v l l )  p r o c la im s  t h a t  K a n t's  t r a n s 
c e n d e n ta l p h ilo so p h y  a s  expounded in  th e  work marks 
th e  p e r f e o t  manhood o f  th e  Aryan mind*
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f r u i t f u l  i n  th e  p r a c t i c a l  th a n  in  th e  s p e c u la t iv e  sp h ere*  

A fte r  c r i t i c a l l y  exam in in g  th e  a b i l i t y  o f pu re r e a s o n , Kant 

l im i t e d  i t s  c a p a c i t y  o n ly  t o  th e  r e g u la t iv e  u se  o f  i t s  

th r e e  a  p r la r l  i d e a s ,  n am ely , th e  t h e o l o g i c a l ,  th e  cosrao- 

l o g i c a l ,  and th e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l ,  v h o se  r e s p e c t iv e  c o n c e p ts —  

Sod, freed om , and im m o r ta lity — are l i k e  th e  t h in g s - in - t h e m -  

s e l v e s  unknow able, b u t a re  th e  b a s ic  n e e d fu l p o s t u la t e s  f o r  

p r a c t i c a l  l i f e *

v h lle  a f f ir m in g  th e  r e g u la t iv e  u s e  o f  pure r e a s o n ,  

th e  C r it iq u e  o f  P ure R eason e v e n tu a l ly  ends w ith  a  r a th e r  

n e g a t iv e  c o n te n t io n  th a t  th e  phenom enal, s e n s i b l e ,  know able  

w orld  i s  m e r e ly  th e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  th e  c o g n i t iv e  c o n s c io u s 

n e s s  by th e  s y n t h e t ic  u n i t y  o f  a p p e r c e p tio n , beyond w hich  

a l l  a s s e r t io n s  a r e  f a l l a c i o u s  and g r o u n d le s s ,  a lth o u g h  human 

rea so n  a lv /ays te n d s  t o  o v e r s te p  t h e s e  l im i t s *  T h e r e in ,  

how ever, Kant i n s i s t e n t l y  h o ld s  t o  th e  p o s i t i v e  v ie w  t h a t ,  

w h ile  u n ab le  to  com prehend i t s  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  id e a s  sp eo u -  

l a t i v e l y ,  p u re  re&Bon can  u s e  them in  d i s c i p l i n i n g  and regu 

l a t i n g  human con d u ct*  That p r a o t lo a l  or ” p ra g m a tic*  fu n c

t io n  o f  pure r e a so n  th e  Sage o f  K fin ioberg can  n o t u n d e r e s t i 

m ate* A c c o r d in g ly , a f t e r  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  o f  h i s  C r it iq u e  

o f  Pure R eason in  1 7 8 1 , he a p p a r e n tly  p lan n ed  to  spend th e  

r e s t  o f  hiB p h i lo s o p h ic  l i f e  in  th e  develop m en t o f  th e  c o n 

c lu s io n s  th u s  a r r iv e d  a t ,  in  t h e i r  a p p l ic a t io n  t o  a l l  th e  

f i e l d s  o f  h i s  p h i lo s o p h ic  i n t e r e s t ,  and in  th e  e x p o s i t io n  

o f th e  s o c i a l  t e a c h in g s  th e re fro m  d e r iv e d *
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As t o  h i s  a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  m o t iv a t in g  f a c t o r s  o f  hu

man c o n d u ct, h i s  main t e a c h in g s  a r e  b e a t  expounded in  h i s  

su b seq u en t works on th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  M eta p h y sics  o f  

IIorals (1 7 8 5 ) , C r it iq u e  o f  P r a o t lo a l  R eason (1 7 8 8 ) ,  M eta

p h y s ic a l  R udim ents o f  J u r isp ru d e n c e  ( 1 7 9 7 ) ,  M eta p h y sic a l  

R udim ents o f  M orals (1 7 9 7 ) , and L eo tu re-H o tea  on Pedagogy  

( e d i t e d  by Rink in  1 8 0 3 ) .  Throughout a l l  th e  p h a se s  o f  

th e  developm ent o f h i s  th o u g h t r a t io n a l is m  or h i s  em phasis  

on th e  r a t i o n a l i t y  r a th e r  th a n  s o c i a l i t y  o f  th e  b a s ic  human 

n a tu re  i s  th e  u n d e r c u r r e n t. B e r k e le y ’ s  e m p ir ic ism  provoked  

him , Hume’ s  s c e p t ic i s m  in te r r u p te d  h i s  “d ogm atic  Bluraber," 

and th e  s o c i a l  c o n tr a c t  t h e o r ie s  o f  H obbes, L ocke, and Rou- 

saeau  in  p a r t i c u la r ,  a t t r a c t e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n .  H owever, th e  

C o n tin e n ta l r a t i o n a l i s t i c  tr e n d  from  D e sc a r te s  through  

S p in o z a , L e ib n iz , T hom asius, Baum garten, and W o lf f ,  l i n e a l l y  

d escen d ed  to  h im . Upon an e t e r n a l  and im m utable, u n iv e r s a l  

and n e c e s s a r y ,  b a s i s ,  he a ttem p ted  t o  p la c e  h i s  p r a c t i c a l  

p h ilo s o p h y  as a m a tter  o f c o u r s e .  On d o in g  t h i s ,  r ea so n  was 

h i s  own g a id e ,  and i n  h i s  e y e s  i t  i s  and ought t o  be th e  

a d a p tiv e  and i t e r a t i v e  f a c t o r  d e te r m in in g  human con d u ct*  

le a v in g  and d i s s e c t i n g  d iv e r s e  sy s tem s o f  .thought on th e  same 

l o o n ,  th e  Sage o f  K O nlsberg was more c r e a t iv e  th a n  e c l e c t i c ,  

h o w ev er . He sou ght th e  u l t im a t e  ground fo r  h i s  d e d u c t iv e  

argum ents in  th e  m oral law s o f  freed om — a n e e d fu l  p o s t u la t e  

o f  th e  pure p r a o t lo a l  r e a s o n . The c o n c e p tio n  o f  freedom  

th e r e fo r e  form s th e  g u id e  t o  h i s  m oral t e a c h in g s  and a l s o
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th e  k e y  t o  h is  l e g a l  p r i n c i p l e s .

y o r  Kant p ore  re  a s  on can  b e  p r a c t i c a l ,  t h a t  i s ,  can  

o f i t s e l f  d e term in e  th e  w i l l  t o  a c t i o n  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  any

th in g  e m p ir ic a l .  The tr u e  e s s e n c e  o f  m an's in n e r  n a tu re  i s  

not th e  i n t e l l e c t  hut th e  w i l l ,  and th e  w i l l  i s  th e  p r a c t i 

c a l r e a so n  i t s e l f  in  s o  f a r  a s  i t  may d e ter m in e  th e  v o lu n ta r y  

a c t  o f  c h o i c e .  I t  i s  th e  "good w i l l , ” th e  a b s o l u t e l y  good  

w i l l ,  i f  i t s  maxim, when made a u n iv e r s a l  la w , n ev er

c o n tr a d ic t s  i t s e l f .  T h is supreme la w , "Act a lw a y s  on such  

a  maxim a s  thou c a n s t  a t  th e  same tim e w i l l  t o  be a u n iv e r 

s a l  la w , ' i s  th e  s o l e  c o n d it io n  under w hioh a  w i l l  can  n e

v e r  c o n tr a d ic t  i t s e l f ,  and su ch  an  im p e r a tiv e  i s  c a t e g o r i c a l .*  

The o n ly  t h in g  in  th e  v/orld whioh i s  good u n c o n d i t io n a l ly ,  

a s  an end in  i t s e l f ,  i s  su ch  a  good w i l l .

Pure r e a s o n , in  ord er  to  be p r a c t i c a l  and g o o d , 

must t h e r e f o r e  n eed s im p ly  th e  p o s t u la t e  o f  freed om  a s  i t s  

u lt im a t e  b a s i s  and a s  a  h y p o th e s is  in  i t s  r e g u la t iv e  u se*

Autonomy o f  th e  w i l l  i s  'th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  d i g n i t y  o f  human
2

and o f  e v er y  r a t io n a l  n a t u r e I t  i s  t h e  supreme p r in 

c ip l e  of s o c i a l  c o n d u c t . In th e  p o s i t i v e  se n se  freedom  

means th e  c a p a c ity  to  make an a b s o lu t e  b e g in n in g  th rou gh  th e  

s e l f - l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  th e  pure p r a c t i c a l  reason *  n e g a t iv e ly  

i t  im p l ie s  " independence en d e te r m in in g  c a u s e s  o f  th e  w orld

1 .  K a n t's  T heory o f  D t h io s .  A b b o tt 's  t r . .  p .  5 5 .2. sr.---- —
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o f  s e n s e . H 1 Freedom 1 b th e n  a  m a tter  o f  s e l f - d e t e r m in a t io n ;  

I t  ia  a  s o r t  o f  c a u s a l i t y —  c a u s a l i t y  not in  th e  s e n s ib l e  

but In th e  i n t e l l i g i b l e  w o r ld . The freedom  o f  th e  w i l l  i s  

th u s  th e  s o l e  so u r c e  o f  p r a o t lo a l  p r in c ip l e s  and i t s  i n t e l 

l i g i b i l i t y  and c e r t a i n t y  a re  a ssu r e d  by i t s  r e g u la t i v e  u s e .

To r e g u la t e  human a c t i o n ,  th e  pure p r a c t i c a l  r e a so n  

p r e s c r ib e s  im p e r a t iv e ly  th e  fundam ental m ora l la w , "Act so

th a t  th e  maxim o f th y  w i l l  can a lw ays a t  th e  same tim e  h o ld
2

good a s  a p r in c ip le  o f  u n iv e r s a l  l e g i s l a t i o n . "  The mind 

a s  c o n c e iv e d  o f  by Kant i s  a  u n iv e r s a l ly  v a l id  system  o f  

l o g i c ,  and th e r e fo r e  th e  w i l l  o f e v e r y  r a t io n a l  b e in g , i f  

r e a l l y  r a t io n a l  a t  a l l ,  i s  a  u n i v e r s a l ly  l e g i s l a t i v e  w i l l  

w hioh in  a l l  i t s  maxims g i v e s  u n iv e r s a l  la w s .  The pure  

p r a c t i c a l  r ea so n  r e g u la t e s  human a c t io n  b y  d e te r m in in g  th e  

w i l l  w ith  su ch  a  m oral la w . A n a log ized  t o  th e  n a tu r a l la w s  

g iv e n  b y  th e  u n d e rsta n d in g  to  th e  s e n s i b l e ,  phenom enal w o r ld ,  

th e  m oral law  i s  g iv e n  b y  pure r e a so n  t o  th e  i n t e l l i g i b l e  

w orld  and th e r e f o r e  in  a cco rd a n ce  to  th iB  la w  th e  p o s t u la t e  

o f  freedom  e x p e c t s  t o  l i v e  up t o  i t s  p r o m ise . I t  i s  t h e r e 

f o r e  a  law  o f  c a u s a l i t y  p r e v a i l in g  in  th e  s u p e r - s e n s ib le  

w o r ld . Ae th e  o n ly  v i t a l  f o r c e  o f  th e  f a c u l t y  o f  pure r e a 

son  in  m o t iv a t in g  human o o n d u o t, i t  i s  autonom ous and im p er-
i

a t i v e ;  and i t s  oommand i s  c a t e g o r ic a l  b e c a u se  i t  i s  u n con -

Qp » o l t . .  p . 74. I ta l ic  in  t e x t .
2 .  Ib id . ,  p .  1 1 9 .
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d i t i o n a l l y  a u t h o r i t a t iv e  in  im p a rtin g  i t  a l e g i t im a c y  t o  

the m o tiv e  o f  an a c t i o n .  The m oral law  i s  t h e r e f o r e  th e  

c a t e g o r ic a l  im p e r a t iv e .

M o r a lity  v e r su s  L e g a li ty - .— The a o t io n  conform ed  

t o  a  p r a c t i c a l  a  p r io r i  law  w hioh d e ter m in e s  th e  w i l l  d i r 

e c t l y ,  i s  good in  i t s e l f .  A l l  a c t io n s  c a r r ie d  in  c o n fo r m ity  

to  th e  m oral la w  a re  e i t h e r  l e g a l  or m oral a s  a c c o r d in g  t o  

th e  n a tu re  o f t h e i r  m o tiv e s  or modes of o b l i g a t i o n , .  T here

f o r e ,  in  th e  a n a ly s i s  o f su ch  m o tiv e s  w h ich  he r e g a r d s  a s  

th e  s u b j e c t iv e  grounds o f th e  d e te r m in a tio n  o f  th e  w i l l ,

Kant b e g in s  w ith  and la y s  s p e c ia l  s t r e s s  upon what we term  

th e  " i n t r in s i c  d i s t i n c t i o n "  b etw een  m o r a lity  and l e g a l i t y .  

W ith reg a rd  t o  e t h i c a l  e v a lu a t io n ,  th e  l e g a l i t y  or m o r a l i ty  

of con d u ct i s  d e term in ed  by th e  n a tu re  of i t s  m o t iv e . The 

sharp d i s t i n c t i o n  b etw een  m o r a lity  and l e g a l i t y  i s  p r i 

m a r ily  b ased  on th e  r i g i d  d em arca tion  b etw een  rea so n  and 

e x p e r ie n c e , form  and m a tte r , a s  w e l l  a s  betw een  th e  i n t e l 

l i g i b l e  and th e  s e n s ib l e  w o r ld s .

L ike S p in o z a , Kant i s  g r e a t ly  im p ressed  w ith  th e  

d ou b le  n a tu r e  o f  man— th e sen su o u s and th e  r a t io n a l— and r e 

gard s i t 8 r a t i o n a l  a s p e c t  a s  th e  more fu n d a m e n ta l. The 

c o n s ta n t  p e n e tr a t io n  o f th e  m oral n a tu re  o f  th e  i n t e l l i g i b l e  

world in t o  th e  s e n s ib l e  w orld under th e  form  o f  th e  m oral 

la w , a s  m a in ta in e d  by h im , b r id g e s  th e  g u l f  b etw een  th em . 

T h us, th ro u g h o u t h i s  s c h o la r ly  c a r e e r ,  a s  g u id e  o f  h i s  age  

Kant rem ained  a  c o n s i s t e n t  a d v o c a te  o f  M o r a lity  a s  over
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a g a in s t  L e g a l i t y  in  s o c i a l  c o n d u c t , and p reach ed  th e  su p re

macy o f  th e  m oral over th e  l e g a l  mot i r e s .  As a r e s u l t ,  h is  

e t h i c a l  r ig o r is m  became a  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  o f  th e  e t h i c s  o f  

C h r i s t ia n i t y ,  a tte m p tin g  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  th e  m ora ls o f  th e  

Good Sam aritan w ith  itB  b a s i s  in  th e  d o c tr in e  o f  d i s i n t e r 

e s te d  s a c r i f i c e  and u n iv e r s a l  f r a t e r n i t y *

The p r e se n c e  of p h y s ic a l  and m o r a l, or se n su o u s  and 

r a t io n a l ,  n a tu re  in  man le a d s  t o  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een  

th e  s e n s ib l e  and th e  i n t e l l i g i b l e  g ro u p s o f  m o t iv e s ,  upon  

w hich he depends a s  s p r in g s  o f a c t i o n  by a d o p tin g  them in t o  

h is  maxims o f c o n d u c t . The form er are  m o t iv e s  o f  i n c l i n a 

t i o n ,  such a s  p le a s u r e ,  s e l f - i n t e r e s t ,  e t c . ,  s p r in g in g  from  

th e  sen su ou s c o n te n ts  o f  e x p e r ie n c e *  The l a t t e r  are  due t o  

th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  of d u ty  and v o lu n ta r y  r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  

m oral la w , th a t  i s ,  f o r  th e  fu n d am en ta l law  o f  th e  pure 

p r a c t i c a l  reason *  1 I f  man s u b o r d in a te s  s e n s ib le  im p u lse s  

to  th e  m oral la w , he i s  good ; i f  v i c e  v e r s a ,  he i s  bad*

I t  i s  b y  v ir t u e  o f th e  r e g u la t iv e  u s e  o f  th e  pure p r a c t i c a l  

rea so n  th a t  he can  b e  and become good* In  one s t e p  fu r 

t h e r ,  to  s o lv e  th e  problem  a s  t o  l i ie t h e r  m o r a lly  or l e g a l l y  

an a c t io n  i s  good , Kant makes i t s  g o o d n ess , a  d e r iv a t iv e  o f  

th e  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  o f duty*

1 .  In t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  Kant d e c la r e s  th a t  " im ita t io n  f in d s  
no p la c e  a t  a l l  in  m o r a l i t y ,  and exam p les s e r v e  o n ly  f o r  
encouragem en t,"  (K ant*8 T heory o f E t h io s . p* 2 5 )*
Thus in  th e  f i e l d  or e t h i c s  he n ev er  d i s c u s s e s  th e  prob
lem  o f custom ary  m o r a lity *
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Ouch b e in g  th e  c a s e ,  w h ile  P la to * *  and A r i s t o t l e ' s  

a t t e n t io n  c e n te r e d  a b o u t th e  g ood , Kant b u i l t  h i s  m oral and 

l e g a l  t h e o r i e s  about a  s p e c i a l  a s p e c t  o f  th e  m oral e x p e r 

i e n c e ,  and th a t  i s  th e  n o t io n  o f  duty* I t  l i m i t s  th e  in 

dependence o f  th e  in d iv id u a l - - n a y ,  i t  makes th e  irtiole human

i t y  in te r -d e p e n d e n t  by d e o la r ln g  i t s  im p e r a t iv e , "Aot a s  i f  

th e  maxim o f  th y  a c t io n  were t o  become by t h y  w i l l  a  u n i 

v e r s a l  law  o f  n a tu r e ."  * As p r e s c r ib e d  by a  p o s s ib l e  u n i

v e r s a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h ich  i s  th e  pu re p r a c t i c a l  reaB on , "duty" 

i s  in  e f f e c t  th e  p r a c t i c a l ,  u n c o n d it io n  n e c e s s i t y  to  make 

an a c t io n  from pure r e s p e c t  fo r  th e  p r a c t i c a l  la w , to  th e  

e x c lu s io n  o f e v e r y  o th e r  d e te r m in in g  p r i n c i p l e .  That p u r e , 

d i s in t e r e s t e d  r e s p e c t  fo r  th e  la w , i f  th a t  law  be th e  m oral 

la w , i s  th e  m easure of m o r a l i t y .  I t  i s  s im u lta n e o u s ly  r e -  

s p e o t  fo r  th e  p rop er  d i g n i t y  o f h u m a n ity . The m oral law  i s  

t h e r e fo r e  n e c e s s a r i ly  "a law  o f  d u ty ,  o f  m oral c o n s t r a in t ,  

and o f th e  d e te r m in a tio n  o f  i t s  a c t io n s  by r e e n a c t  f o r  t h i s  

law  and r e v e r e n c e  fo r  i t s  d u ty ."  ^

The o n ly  and u n d ou b tab le  m oral m o tiv e — th a t  i s ,  th e  

m o tiv e  to  obey th e  m oral law — i s  " r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  m oral 

la w ."  T h is  Kant d e f in e s  a s  "the c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f a  f r e e  sub

m is s io n  o f  th e  w i l l  t o  th e  la w , y e t  com bined w ith  an i n e v i 

t a b le  c o n s t r a in t  p u t u p o n .a l l  i n c l i n a t i o n s ,  though o n ly  by

1* K a n t's  T heory o f  B th lo a . p .  3 9 .
2 .  I b i d . .  p .  1 7 5 . I t a l i c s  in  t e x t .



-  121 -

our own r e a so n ."  1 A c t io n  from d u ty ,  nam ely , from  r e s p e c t
2

fo r  th e  la w , i s  m ora l) a c c o r d in g  t o  d u ty , l e g a l .  For th e  

l a t t e r  i s  p o s s i b l e  e v e n  i f  th e  w i l l  h a s  been  d eterm in ed  by  

sen su o u s  i n c l i n a t i o n s  and m a te r ia l  f e e l i n g s .  R e sp ec t fo r  

th e  m oral la w , h ow ever, c a u s e s  a  s o r t  o f f e e l i n g  g e n e r a l ly  

ovai a s  m oral se n tim e n t v h ic h  Kant ad m its  a s  "moral i n t e r 

e s t"  in d ep en d en t on th e  s e n s e ,  and t h a t  form s th e  b a s i s  o f  

m oral c o n d u c t .

The n o t io n  o f  d u ty  i s  s a n c t io n e d  b y  r e a s o n , and by 

means o f r e a s o n  man con q u ers th o s e  n a tu r a l im p u lse s  a s  con

t a in  h in d r a n c e s  t o  th e  f u l f i lm e n t  o f  d u ty .  I t  i s  th e  pure  

p r a c t i c a l  r ea so n  t h a t  a lw ays s t r i v e s  t o  e x c lu d e  a l l  th e  spon

ta n e o u s  I n c l i n a t i o n s  t o  th em . The m oral d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  a  

p e rso n  i s  o b e d ie n c e  t o  th e  m oral la w  from  d u ty , and n ot  

from su ch  i n c l i n a t i o n s .  The d e g r e e  o f  m o r a lity  a c c r e d it e d  

to  h i s  a c t  r a n g e s  in  in v e r s e  p r o p o r t io n  a s  th e  a o t i s  in 

f lu e n c e d  by them . The more m oral th e  a o t  i s ,  th e  l e s s  i s  

i t  in f lu e n c e d  by i n c l i n a t i o n .  The c o in c id e n c e  betw een  d u ty  

and i n c l i n a t i o n  in c r e a s e s  w ith  th e  s p i r i t u a l  growth o f  th e  

p e r s o n , th a t  i s ,  w ith  th e  g row in g  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  th e  fu n 

dam ental la w  o f  th e  p u re  p r a c t i c a l  r e a so n  to  a l l  h i s  a c t io n s  

w h a tso e v e r . T h is  can b e  e f f e c t e d  l a r g e l y  th rou gh  e d u c a t io n .

The m o r a l i ty  and th e  l e g a l i t y  o f  an a o t  Can be d l f -

Op* o l t .»  p .  1 7 0 .  I t a l i c  in  t e x t .
2 .  I b i d . .  p .  1 7 4 .
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f e r e a t i a t e d  n o t o n ly  i n  r eg a rd  t o  i t s  m o t iv e , but a l s o  in  

regard  t o  th e  standard, or p r in e ip le  w ith  w h ich  i t  i s  c a r r ie d  

out in  agreem ent* The p r a c t i c a l  p r i n c ip l e s  d e te r m in in g  th e  

w i l l  have s e v e r a l  p r a c t i c a l  r u l e s  o f human a c t i o n ,  w h ich  a re  

" s u b j e c t iv e ,  or M axims, when th e  c o n d it io n  i s  reg a rd ed  by 

th e  s u b je c t  a s  v a l i d  f o r  h i3  own w i l l ,  but are  o b j e o t iv e ,  or 

p r a c t i c a l  la w s , when th e  c o n d it io n  i s  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  o b je c 

t i v e ,  th a t  i s ,  v a l id  fo r  th e  w i l l  o f  e v e r y  r a t io n a l  b e in g ,"  1 

The la w s o f  freed om , w hich are u n i v e r s a l ly  v a l i d ,  Kant c a l l s  

m oral la w s , and t h e s e  m oral la w s a r e  j u r i d i c a l  in  so  f a r  as  

th e y  r e f e r  o n ly  t o  e x te r n a l  a c t io n s  and t h e i r  la w f u ln e s s ,  

and are e t h i c a l  i f  th e y  a ls o  demand t h a t ,  a s  la w s , th e y  s h a l l  

th e m se lv e s  be th e  d e ter m in in g  in n e r  ground o f  a l l  a c t i o n s .  

A c c o r d in g ly , i f  i t  1b th e  d u ty  im posed upon man by rea so n  

t o  conform  h i s  a c t io n s  t o  su ch  m oral lav /s a l t o g e t h e r ,  th a t  

d u ty  may be e i t h e r  l e g a l  or m oral a s  a c c o r d in g  t o  i t s  mode 

o f o b l i g a t io n .  The c o n fo r m ity  o f  an a c t io n  t o  j u r i d i c a l  law s  

c o n s t i t u t e s  i t s  l e g a l i t y  w hereas th e  agreem ent o f  an a c t io n  

to  e t h i c a l  law s i s  i t s  m o r a l i t y , "The freedom  t o  w hich  th e  

form er la w s r e l a t e  can o n ly  be freedom  i n  i t s  e x te r n a l  e x e r 

c i s e }  but th e  freed om  t o  w hich  th e  l a t t e r  r e f ° x  i s  freedom  

b o th  in  th e  in t e r n a l  and e x te r n a l  e x e r c i s e  o f  th e  e l e c t i v e  

w i l l  in  s o  f a r ,  n a n e ly , c s  t h i s  e l e c t i v e  w i l l  i s  d e term in ed

Op* o l t , .  p , 105, I ta l ic s  in  t e x t .
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Thu®, Kant apparently draws what we

term the “in tr in sic"  and the “ex tr in sic*  d istinction®  be

tween morality and leg a lity *  In tr in s ic a lly  morality and 

le g a lity  are incompatible w ith each other) e x tr in s ic a lly  

morality covers more than le g a lity  does* Upon the b a sis  

of th is  an a lysis  Kant esta b lish es  Tugandlehrs  and Reohta- 

lehre as the two coordinate branches of h is S itten lehra  by  

which he understands p ra ctica l philosophy as a whole*

trea ts  of the duties of in ternal freedom, the ru les of s e l f -  

con strain t, and d ic ta te s  of conscience* Rachtslehre 

or the science of r igh t treat® of the duties of external 

freedom, the ru les of outer con stra in t, and the precepts o f  

the le g is la tu r e . The science o f  virtue 1? therefore eon* 

oerned with the metaphysical p r in cip les of e th ic s ) the 

soience of r ig h t , with those of jurisprudence* The supreme 

princip le of e th ic s  reads “Act on a maxim, the ends o f which

are s  uch as i t  might be a universal law for everyone to
3have)* that o f jurisprudence, “Act externally  in such a 

manner that the free  exercise  of thy w i l l  may be able to  co» 

e x is t  with the freedom of a l l  o th ers, according to  a uni* 

versa l law.* *

Kant’s S ltten lehxe Is  ^deontology* i t s e l f —the doc- 
2

tr in e of duties* Tuaendlehre or the science of v irtu e

1*
3 .
4*

!£*gl&*, p* 249z ik iiU *  P* 265
bMjT» p. 304* I ta l ic in  text*
S a t ' s  P h ilo so p h y  o f  la w . R u s t l e ' s  t r . ,  p* 46
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In t h i s  manner from  th e  sh arp  c o n t r a s t  betw een mor

a l i t y  and l e g a l i t y  Kant d e v e lo p s  i n  d i s t i n c t  p a r a l l e l  h i s  

th e o r y  o f e d u c a t io n  and th e o r y  o f  governm ent a lo n g s id e  h i s  

s c ie n c e  o f  v i r t u e  and s c i e n c e  o f r ig h t*  I f  m oral d i s p o s i 

t i o n  i s  t o  be c u l t iv a t e d  th ro u g h  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  

l e g a l  a o t io n  m ust be im p e lle d  th rou gh  th e  fu n c t io n  o f gov

ernment* As lo n g  a s m o r a l i t y  and l e g a l i t y  c o n t in u e  incom 

p a t i b l e ,  m ora llsm  and l e g a l i s m ,  w h ile  ru n n in g  in  p a r a l l e l ,  

r e s o r t  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  f o o t - h o ld s  w h ich  do n o t over

la p  each  o th er*  C o n se q u e n tly , in  K a n t's  p r a c t i c a l  p h i lo 

sop h y , m oralism  i s  e v id e n t ly  a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  e d u c a t io n ,  

le g a l is m  w ith  govern m en t. T ru e , he l a y s  e x tr a o r d in a r y  s t r e s s  

upon th e  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  prob lem s o f  e d u c a t io n  and 

governm ent, w hich  must b e  in  h i s  e y e s  th e  tw o m ost funda

m ental n orm ative  f a o to r s  o f human c o n d u c t . *

M oralism  and E d u c a tio n . —  Por K a n t, m oralism  a s  one 

o f  the two m ost im p ortan t means o f s o o i a l  c o n t r o l  i s  r e a l 

iz e d  n e i t h e r  by r e l i g i o n  nor by governm ent but by e d u c a t io n .  

R e lig io n  i s  in  th e o r y  " th e o lo g ic a l  e t h i c s ,"  and "moral edu

c a tio n "  i n  p r a c t ic e *  The p o s t u la t e  o f  freed o m , whioh i s  th e  

so u rc e  and o r i t e r i o n  of th e  m oral la w , n e c e s s a r i l y  le a d s  to  

th o s e  o f  th e  im m o r ta lity  o f  th e  s o u l  and th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f

1* As Kant h im s e l f  rem ark s, "two human I n v e n t io n s  can be  
regard ed  a s  th e  m ost d i f f i c u l t n a m e l y ,  th e  a r t  o f  
governm ent and th a t  o f  e d u c a t io n ;  and y e t  we a r e  s t i l l  
c o n te n d in g  among o u r s e lv e s  a s  t o  t h e i r  fundam ental 
n a tu r e ."  ( " L ectu re -N o tes  on P ed agogy ,"  B u ch n er's  t r * ,  
Sec* 1 2 , p .  1 1 4 ) .
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God. Since the moral lav obtains only in the in te l l ig ib le  

world, to see the postulate of freedom f u l f i l l e d ,  i t  pre- 

supposes a super-sensuous world and a super-sensuous power* 

And fa ith  in  that power i s  often needed to support man's 

moral motives by imposing upon him moral laws as divine com

mands and a lso  enabling him w ith redeeming love to obey it*

Kent therefore considers re lig io n  as *a part of m orality1*—
1

"morality applied to the knowledge of God.* I t  i s  "the
o

knowledge of a l l  our d u ties as d ivine commands.* I t  i s  

through the process of eduoation that that kind of moral 

d isp osition  i s  cu ltivated  and that sp ecies o f knowledge 

acquired* Religion therefore can r e a liz e  only part of mor

alism*

Likewise, government can not r e a lis e  moralism any 

more than p o l it ic s  can meddle w ith morals* for  i t s  le g is 

la tiv e  function always Involves the threat o f punishment as 

p rin cip le  of m otivation. Vhlle e th io a l le g is la t io n  ap p lies  

to anything that i s  duty, ju r id ica l le g is la t io n  re fers  to  

external duties only and enforces the performance of them by 

external compulsion. A ll e th ic a l achievements, i f  done out 

of the motive o f duty and for duty's sake, must needs be 

independent upon any ju r id ic a l procedure* With such a prln-

1. Op* o i t * . Sec* 105*
2* quoted by Buchner in h is  tran sla tion  o f xfrflyfr'i 

of Education. p. 214, f ,  1*
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c i p l e  o f  d is c r im in a t io n  in  v ie w , Kant would not perm it any  

p o l i t i c a l  l e g i s l a t o r  t o  r e a l i z e  in  h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  e t h i c a l  

p u rp o ses  b y  f o r c e ,  t o  produ ce v ir tu o u s  i n t u i t i o n  by l e g a l  

com p ulsion *

The b a ck in g  a u t h o r i ty  o f m oralism  i s  n e i t h e r  th e  

c i v i l  nor th e  c r im in a l c o u r t  but th e  in d iv id u a l ’ s c o n s c ie n c e ,  

and i t s  u l t im a te  g o a l i s  the a tta in m en t o f  th e  sumrnum bonum. 

C o n sc ien ce  i s  th e  om n ip resen t s a n c t io n  o f  human c o n d u c t , 

the c o u r t  o f  j u s t i c e  w it h in  th e  b r e a s t .  I t  i s  " p r a c t ic a l  

rea so n  w h ich , in  e v e r y  c a se  o f la w , h o lu s  b e fo r e  a man h is  

d u ty  f o r  a c q u i t t a l  or condem nation.*'  ̂ I t  i s  th e r e f o r e  not 

t o  be a c q u ir e d ;  but 1b o r i g i n a l l y  w ith in  man. I t  i s  from  

th e  c o n f l i c t  betw een  th e  m oral law  and th e  sen su ou s i n c l i 

n a t io n s  t h a t  Kant d e r iv e s  c o n s c ie n c e  a s  "the c o n s c io u s n e s s
2

o f  an in t e r n a l  tr ib u n a l  in  man." S in c e  th e  f a c u l t y  o f  th e  

m oral law  i s  i t s  c r i t i c a l  and r e g u la t iv e  u s e ,  c o n s c ie n c e  

r e g u la t e s  human a c t io n s  th ro u g h  such a c a t e g o r ic a l  im pera

t i v e  a s  th e  suprem e law  o f d u ty .  The m oral law  a s  a  u n i

v e r s a l  la w  g iv e n  b y  pure r e a so n  commands e v e r y  r a t io n a l  be

in g  t o  make th e  aumnmm bonum th e  u lt im a te  o b je c t  o f  human 
3

c o n d u c t , v h lo h  i s  th e  h ig h e s t  good , supreme and p e r f e c t .

The w hole o b je o t  o f  th e  p u re  p r a c t i c a l  rea so n  i s  th e  aummum
4

bonum. and fo r  i t s  tw o .c o n s t i t u e n t  e le m e n ts  Kant e la b o r -

1* K an t’ s  Theory o f  S t h i o s .  p .  3 1 1 .
2 .  I te id . .  p .  3 2 1 . I t a l i c  in  t e x t .
3 .  T S I3 . .  p .  2 2 7 . 4 .  I b i d . ,  p .  2 1 5 .



a te a  v ir t u e  aa i t  a suprem e c o n d i t io n ,  and h a p p in e s s  a s

e f f e c t ,  n o t c a u s e , o f  i t • 1 V ir tu e  i s  n o t a n a t t e r  o f  h a b it

or im it a t io n ;  i t  ia  ‘th e  s t r e n g th  o f  th e  m an's maxim in  h i s
2

o b e d ie n c e  to  d u ty * ” W hile th e  sp o n ta n eo u s im p u lse  i s  th e  

maxim o f  s e l f - l o v e ,  th e  pure p r a c t i c a l  r ea so n  a lw ays s t r i v e s  

to  ex ten d  th e  maxim o f  ray s e l f - l o v e  t o  th e  h a p p in e ss  o f  

o th e r s  by p r e s c r ib in g  th e  m oral law  th a t  oommands me t o  

lo v e  a l l  my f e l lo w - a e n  a s  an end and n ev er  a s  a  m eans. T h is  

i s  th e  c e n tr a l  g i s t  and th e  dom inant c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t r a i t  

o f K a n t's  a l t r u i s t i c  e t h i c s .

I f  th e  sunaum bonum i s  th e  vrhole o b je c t  e f  th e  pure 

p r a c t i c a l  r e a s o n , l i f e  in  i t s  m oral r e l a t io n s  i s  a  c o n t in u 

ous s t r i f e  a f t e r  th e  a tta in m e n t to  i t ,  w h ich  i a  e f f e c t e d  

through th e  p r o c e s s  o f e d u c a t io n . In th e  l i g h t  o f th e  a n t i 

t h e s i s  betw een  an im al and human n a tu r e , b etw een  i n s t i n c t  

and r e a s o n , b etw een  m echanism  and freed om , Kant a d v a n ces  a 

fundam ental p r i n c ip l e — e d u c a t io n a l  a s  w e l l  aa e t h i c a l — th a t  

everyb od y  sh o u ld  c u l t i v a t e  h is  n a tu r a l c h a r a c te r  in t o  a  mor

a l  one by r e a l i z i n g  h i s  in n e r  freedom  s t e p  by s t e p ,  th a t  i s ,  

th rou gh  th e  grow ing a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  th e  fu n d am en ta l law o f

1 .  The form er n e c e s s a r i l y  le a d s  t o  th e  p o s t u la t e  o f  th e  
im a o r t a l i t y  o f th e  s o u l ,  th e  l a t t e r ,  t o  th a t  o f  th e  
e x is t e n c e  o f 3od ( I b i d . .  p p . 218 f f . ) .  The d o c t r in e  
o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  K ant, g iv e s  "a con cep 
t i o n  o f  th e ,  sumrtua bonum (th e  kingdom o f  C od), w h ich  
a lo n e  s a t i s f i e d  th e  s t r i c t e s t  demand o f  p r a c t i c a l  r e a 
so n ,"  ( I b id . .  p .  2 2 4 . I t a l i c  in  t e x t ) .

2 * I b id . .  p .  3 0 5 .
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th e  pure p r a c t i c a l  reason *  As Buchner s a y s ,  t o  th e  problem

o f  e d u c a t io n  Kant e x p r e s s ly  a p p l ie s  th e  id e a  o f  developm ent

as th e  law  o f  n a t u r e .  *

P r o fo u n d ly  in f lu e n c e d  by Rousseau, Kant in t e r p r e t s

e d u c a tio n  in  termB o f th e  p e r f e c t io n  o f human n a tu re  or th e

develop m en t o f man’ s n a tu r a l g i f t s .  As a  c o n se q u e n c e , h i s

e d u c a t io n a l th e o r y  f in d s  i t s  s o le  b a s i s  in  h i s  d o c tr in e  o f

freed om . B e s id e s  in d iv id u a l  freed om , he e m p h a sise s  m o r a lity

a s  th e  k e y s to n e  o f  human e d u c a t io n .  Among th e  fo u r  ty p e s

o f  e d u c a t io n a l  a c t i v i t y —-nam ely  d i s c i p l i n e  ( th e  tam in g  o f

w i ld n e s s ) ,  c u l t u r e  ( in c lu d in g  in s t r u c t io n  and t e a c h in g ) ,

c i v i l i z a t i o n  ( a c q u i r e m e n t  o f  p r u d e n c e  and  B o o i e t y ) ,  and

m oral i  an t io n --K a n t la y s  an e s p e c ia l  s t r e s s  on th e  l a s t  one
2w h ich , a c c o r d in g  t o  h im , h a s b een  g r e a t ly  n e g le c t e d .

llo r a l  e d u o a tio n  i s  in  th e  lo n g  run n o th in g  but c h a r a c te r -

b u i ld in g  in  accord  w ith  th e  maxims o f  o b e d ie n c e , v e r a c i t y ,

and s o c i a b i l i t y .  B ecause m oral c u l t u r e ,  a s  Kant s a y s ,

'must be b a sed  upon m axim s, not upon d i s c i p l i n e .  D i s c i p l in e

p r e v e n ts  d e f e c t s )  m oral c u l t u r e  sh ap es th e  manner o f  t h ih k -  
4

in g ."  C h a ra c ter -fo rm a t io n  i s  th e n  th e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  "a 

p r a c t i c a l l y  c o n s i s t e n t  h a b it  o f mind w ith  u n ch an geab le  max

i m s ." ® As to  i t s  p r o o ed u re , s u f f i c e  i t  t o  q u ote  from  K ant*e

1 .  K ant*s  E d u c a tio n a l T h eory , p. 6 2 .
2 .  * L eetu re-lta teB  on P e d a g o g y ,* o p . o l t . .  S e e s .  1 8 - 1 9 .
3 .  Of* i b i d . . S e c s .  8 0 -8 8  < 4 . " jtfaid S e e .  7 7 .
5 •  v .  Kant *a T heory o f  E t h ic s ,  p .  2 5 0 .
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" L ectu re-H otes on P ed agogy11 ( S e c .  7 8 ) th e  f o l lo w in g  p a s

sa g e s  s

The maxima m ust s p r in g  from  man h im s e lf*  In  
m oral e d u c a t io n , th e  a ttem p t t o  in tr o d u o e  in t o  
th e  c h ild * a  mind th e  id e a  o f  what i s  good or  
e v i l  must be made v e r y  e a r l y .  I f  one w is h e s  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  m o r a l i t y ,  th e r e  m ust be no p u n ish m en t. 
M o r a lity  i s  som eth in g  so  h o ly  and su b lim e th a t  
i t  m ust not be degraded th u s  and p la c e d  in  th e  
same rank w ith  d i s c i p l i n e .  The f i r s t  en deavor  
in  m oral e d u c a t io n  i s  to  e s t a b l i s h  a c h a r a c t e r .  
C h aracter  c o n s i s t s  in  th e  r e a d in e s s  to  a o t  a c 
c o r d in g  to  m axim s. At f i r s t  t h e s e  are  th e  max
im s o f t h e  s c h o o l and l a t e r  th e y  are th o s e  o f  
h u m an ity . In th e  b e g in n in g  th e  c h i ld  obeys la w s .  
Maxims a l s o  are  la w s ,  b u t s u b j e c t iv e ;  th e y  s p r in g  
out o f  th e  human rea so n  i t s e l f .  Ho tr a n s g r e s 
s io n  of th e  la w  o f  th e  sa h o o l sh o u ld  go un p u n ish 
ed; b u t , a t  th e  same t im e , th e  punishm ent must 
alw ays be commensurate t o  th e  f a u l t .

L eg a lism  and G overnm ent*—  \V hile h i s  m oralism  g o e s  

a s  r l g o r i s t i o  a s th e  r e l i g i o u s  c r e e d  o f  C h r i s t ia n i t y ,  th e  

l e g a l i s m  he expounds ap p ears even  more r i g i d  th an  th e  Reman 

p r a c t ic e  in  a n c ie n t  d a y s . To a f f ir m  h i s  fundam ental d u a l 1 an 

betw een  l e g a l i t y  and m o r a l i t y ,  b etw een  th e  o u te r  a u t h o r i t y  and 

th e  in n e r  good w i l l ,  Kant s t r i v e s  t o  e x c lu d e  any e t h i c a l  e l e 

ment from la w , r e p u d ia t in g  a l l  e t h l o a l  p u rp o ses in v o lv e d  in  

any p o l i t i c a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  on t h e  one hand, 1 and r e f u t in g  

th e  id e a  o f  a  c o u r t o f  e q u it y  on th e  o t h e r .  L ega l r ig h t  and 

a u th o r ity  o f  com p u lsion  a r e ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  h im , so e s s e n t i a l 

l y  in te r -c o n n e c te d  t h a t  e q u it a b le  r ig h t  and r ig h t  o f  n e c e s s i 

t y  m ust needB be e x c lu d e d  from  w it h in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  la w .

1 .  Supra,  p p . 1 2 5 -1 2 6 .



130

The form er a l l e g e s  a  r ig h t  t h a t  cannot a p p ea l to  com p u lsion  

w h ile  th e  l a t t e r  a d o p ts a  co m p u lsio n  th a t  i s  w ith o u t r i ^ i t * 1 

Kant e n t i t l e d  w ith  an e q u i t a b le  or moral o la im  th e  c r e d i t o r  

as a m atter  of o o u r se  in  c a se  th e  c u r r e n c y  in  w hioh i t  i s  

co v en a n ted  b etw een  th e  c r e d i t o r  and th e  d eb to r  t h a t  a  debt 

sh ould  be p a id , h as become d e p r e c ia te d  in  th e  in t e r v a l  b e 

tween th e  coven an t and th e  payment* In such a  c a se  th e  c r e 

d i t o r  may make an ap p ea l on th e  ground o f  e q u it y — " a  dumb
2

goddess"  who cannot c la im  a  h e a r in g  of r ig h t *  The co u r t  

o f  e q u ity  i s  i l l o g i c a l ,  and th e r e fo r e  im p o s s ib le ,  and th e r e 

fo r e  u n n e c e s s a r y . B ecause arty law  c o u r t  e n fo r c e s  i t s  d e

c i s i o n s  w ith  com p ulsory  f o r c e ,  w hereas e q u i t y  can n ot r e s o r t  

to  any  e x te r n a l fo r c e *  I t  i s  n o t a  c i v i l  c o u r t ,  iCant s a y s ,  

but a “c o u r t  o f  c o n sc ie n c e "  b e fo r e  vdiich th e  c r e d i t o r ' s  

g r ie v a n c e  can be brought fo r  j u s t i c e .

L eg a lism  i s  th e  way e x te r n a l  freed om  i s  to  be r e a l 

i z e d .  The p o s t u la t e  o f  freedom  b e in g  th e  u n d ercu rren t o f  

h is  S i t t e n l e h r e , in  h i s  K e c h ts le h r e  Kant d e d u c t iv e ly  s t a r t s  

from h i s  c o n c e p tio n  o f  freedom  a s  th e  o r ig in a l  or in n a te  

r ig h t  and e v e r y  a c q u ir e d  r ig h t  a s  th e re fro m  d e r iv e d .  F ree 

dom i s  in d ep en d en ce o f th e  com p u lsory  w i l l  o f  a n o th er }  and  

in  so  fa r  a s  i t  can c o - e x i s t  w ith  th e  freed om  o f  a l l  a c c o r d 

in g  t o  a  u n iv e r s a l  la w , i t  i s  th e  one s o l e  o r ig i n a l ,  inborn

1* Kant's Philosophy o f  Law, p p . 50 f f .  
2* fb id *. p* S i»



131

r ig h t  b e lo n g in g  t o  e v e r y  man in  v ir t u e  o f h i s  hum anity* To 

r e a l i z e  t h i s  e x te r n a l  freed om , j u r i d i c a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  on th e  

r a t io n a l  b a s is  b r in g sa b o u t p o s i t i v e  la w , in  a cco rd a n ce  w ith  

w hioh i t s  p rom ise  i s  l i v e d  up to *  A c c o r d in g ly , Kant de

f in e s  p o s i t i v e  law— or p r e c i s e l y  law— a s  "the w hole o f  th e  

c o n d it io n s  under w hioh  th e  v o lu n ta r y  a c t io n s  o f  an y  one  

p erso n  can  be harm onized in  r e a l i t y  w ith  th e  v o lu n ta r y  ac

t io n s  o f  e v e r y  o th e r  p e rso n  a c c o r d in g  t o  a u n iv e r s a l  law  o f  

freedom *" The o b je c t  o f law  then  i s  to  keep r a t i o n a l  

b e in g s  from  c o n f l i c t  w ith  one a n o th er  in  order t h a t  e a ch  m ight 

e x e r c i s e  h i s  freedom  in  c o n s is t e n c e  and harmony w ith  th e  

freedom  o f h i s  e q u a l ly  r e s p e c ta b le  fe llow m en * As r e a l i z e d  

in  our s o c i a l  oond uct freedom  th u s  n e o e s o a r i ly  im p l ie s  e q u a l

i t y .  On t h i s  ground Kant p r o c ee d s  t o  harm onize th e  a b s t r a c t  

u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f th e  p o s t u la t e  of freedom  w ith  th e  c o n c r e te  

p a r t i c u la r i t y  o f  r i g h t ,  and t o  r e c o n c i l e  th e  f r e e  in d iv id 

u a l i t y  o f  th e  c i t i z e n  w ith  th e  r e g u la te d  organism  o f  th e  

s t a t e .  ^

The s c i e n c e  o f  r ig h t  e v e n t u a l ly  f a l l s  under two e s 

s e n t i a l  p a r ts*  (1 )  p r iv a te  r ig h t  w hioh Kant c o n s id e r s  a s  a  

n a tu r a l r ig h t  in c lu d in g  th e  sy stem  o f  th o s e  la w s th a t  r e q u ir e  

no e x te r n a l  p ro m u lg a tio n ; and (2 )  p u b lic  r ig h t  or c i v i l  r ig h t  

em bracing th e  sy stem  o f th o s e  irtiioh r e q u ir e  p u b lic  prom ulga

1 .  K ant’ s  p h ilo s o p h y  of Law, p .  45*
2 .  Gt »  I b i d . , T r a n s la t o r 's  P r e fa c e ,  p* x iv *
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t i o n .  A l l  s o r t s  o f  r ig h t — whioh a p p ly , a s  g e n e r a l q u a l i t i e s ,  

t o  a c t s ,  in  s o  f a r  a s  th e y  are in  aocord an oe w ith  d u t i e s ,  

w h atever  th e  S u b je c ts  or o r ig in s  o f  th e  d u t i e s  may b e— are  

n o th in g  but th e  d lT e r s e  m a n if e s t a t io n s  o f human p e r s o n a l i ty *  

In th e  n a tu r a l  s t a t e  p o s s e s s io n  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  but p r o v is o r y ;  

o n ly  in  th e  o i v i l  s t a t e  under th e  r e g u la t io n  o f  a  p u b lic  

l e g i s l a t i T e  power ow nersh ip  i s  p o s s ib le  and p erem p tory . The 

gu a ra n tee  o f  r e c ip r o c a l  and m utual a b s ^ n t io n s , w hioh i s  th e  

b a s is  o f  a l l  s o r t s  o f  s e c u r i t y ,  dependB upon a u n iv e r s a l  

r u l e ,  a  common com p ulsory  la w , b in d in g  e v er y b o d y , and t h i s  

u n i v e r s a l ly  a u t h o r i t a t iv e  bond f in d s  i t s  so u rc e  in  a  common, 

c o l l e c t i v e ,  and a u t h o r i t a t iv e  w i l l .  The s t a t e  o f  men under  

a u n i v e r s a l ,  e x t e r n a l ,  and p u b lic  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  c o n jo in e d  

w ith  a u t h o r i t a t iv e  pow er, Kant c a l l s  th e  " o iv i l  s t a t e ."  In  

a n o th er  w o r ld , governm ent d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  th e  c i v i l  from th e  

n a tu r a l s t a t e .

As a  s o c i a l  c o n tr a c t  t h e o r i s t  Kant comes c l o s e r  to  

Locke th a n  t o  anybody e l s e .  R igh t h ere  a s  anywhere e l s e  r a 

t io n a l i s m  d i s t in g u i s h e s  th e  form er from  t h e  l a t t e r .  The 

n a tu r a l  s t a t e  fo r  Kant and Locke b o th  a l i k e  i s  suoh a  c o n d i

t i o n  a s  v o id  o f  r e f l a t i o n  b y  r ig h t  so  th a t  a  m a tter  o f  

r ig h t  in  d is p u te  can  n ot o b ta in  an y  a u th o r is e d  l e g a l  d e c i s io n  

from  an y  com petent ju d g e . P r iv a te  r ig h t  i s  n o t gu aran teed  

t h e r e i n .  H en ce, Kant co n ten d s  th a t  th e  ad van ce from  th e  

n a tu r a l  t o  th e  c i v i l  s t a t e  i s  fou n d ed  on a  d u ty  and n e c e s s i t y .  

The o i v i l  s t a t e  in c lu d e s  b o th  p r iv a t e  and puttLio r ig h t  s in c e
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i t s  la w s tu rn  upon th e  j u r i d i c a l  form  o f th e  c o - e x i s t e n c e  o f  

men under a  common c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and a r e  t h e r e f o r e  p ro c la im ed  

a s p u b lic  la w s .  " P u b lic  j u s t i c e "  r e f e r s  to  w h atever  i s  ju 

r i d i c a l l y  in  acoord an ce  w ith  th em . The c i v i l  s t a t e  m ain

t a in s  th e  c o n d it io n s  under w hich a lo n e  e v er y o n e  can  o b ta in  

th e  r ig h t  th a t  i s  h i s  d u e . The d u ty  and n e c e s s i t y  t o  r e a l i z e  

j u s t i c e  i s  th e  m o tiv e  out o f w hich men e n te r  in t o  th e  p o l i 

t i c a l l y  org a n ized  s t a t e .  I t  i s  t h e  w hole o b je c t  of "the  

p o s t u la t e  o f p u b lic  r ig h t ."  1 E v id e n t ly  Kant in t e r p r e t s  th e  

c i v i l  s t a t e  aa due t o  th e  fundam enta l law  o f r e a s o n , whioh  

c h a lle n g e s  R ou sseau ’ s  c o n c e p tio n  o f m o r a lity  a s  a  s o c i a l  p ro

d u c t .  In d o in g  t h i s ,  he f a i r l y  overcom es R ou sseau ’ s  h i s 

t o r i c a l  p ess im ism  and dream o f  th e  id e a l  freedom  and p er 

f e c t i o n  in  th e  p r e - s o c i a l  c o n d i t io n ,  and th ere fro m  a rg u es

th a t  in  th e  c i v i l  s t a t e  a lo n e  freedom  i s  a c tu a l  and can  be 
2

a c t u a l iz e d .

The a o t  b y  w hioh  a  group o f  p e o p le  c o n s t i t u t e  them -

Op * o i t . .  p .  1 5 7 . The p o s t u la t e  o f  p u b l ic  r ig h t  Kant 
d e s c r ib e s  a s  f o l lo w s :  In  th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  u n a v o id a b le
o o - e x ls t e n o e  w ith  o t h e r s ,  thou  s h a l t  p a s s  from  th e  s t a t e  
o f  n a tu re  in t o  a  j u r i d i c a l  u n io n  c o n s t i t u t e d  under th e  
c o n d it io n  of a  d i s t r i b u t i v e  j u s t i c e .  By " d is t r ib u t iv e  
j u s t i c e "  Kant means t h a t  c l a s s  o f  p u b lio  j u s t i c e  w hich  
d e c la r e s  what i s  r ig h t  and what i s  w rong.

2 .  K ant’ s P r in c ip l e s  o f  P o l i t i c s , T r a n s la to r ’ s I n tr o d u c t io n ,  
p p . x x i - x x i i .  "'it in  th e  l i g h t  o f R ou sseau ’s  d e sp a ir ,"  
sa y s H a s t ie ,  " th a t K a n t's  hope o f  a  b e t t e r  hum anity was 
k in d le d , and th a t  he became r e c o n c i le d  to. th e  p a in  and 
B u ffe r in g  o f th e  h i s t o r i c  p r o c e s s .  He c l e a r l y  saw  th a t  
th e  h ig h e s t  human c o n d it io n  can  o n ly  be a t t a in e d  th rou gh  
th e  s t r u g g le  f o r  l i f e ,  and th a t  th e  w orst h i s t o r i c a l  s t a t e  
i s  b e t t e r  th a n  s o f t  i d y l l i c  e a s e  and enjoym ent where 
th e r e  i s  no a s s e r t i o n  o f  r i g h t •"
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s e l v e s  in to  a s t a t e  i s  term ed *the o r ig in a l  c o n t r a c t . a I t ,  

h ow ever, d o e s  n o t im p ly , a s  Hobbes m a in ta in s , th a t  th e  in d i 

v id u a l in  th e  c i v i l  B ta te  su rr en d e rs  h i s  e n t ir e  freedom  in  

order t o  g a in  s e c u r i t y .  On th e  c o n tr a r y  Kant a r g u e s  th a t  

th e  in d iv id u a l  t h e r e in  abandons h i s  w i l l  and la w le s s  freedom  

o n ly  t o  r e c o v e r  h i s  p rop er freed om — e n t ir e  and u n f in is h e d —  

in  th e  form o f a  r e g u la te d  order o f  d ep en d en ce , and th a t  

such  dependence s p r in g s  out o f h i s  own l e g i s l a t i v e  w i l l ,  a id  

i s  th e r e f o r e  one w ith  freed om .  ̂ For Kant s o c i a l  c o n tr a c t  

i s  not an h i s t o r i c a l  ev en t but a pure id e a  u sed  a s  a g u id in g  

r a t io n a l  p r in c ip le  in  th e  e v a lu a t io n  o f human r e l a t i o n s .  I t  

p r e su p p o ses  th e  s u b s t a n t i a l i t y  o f  th e  u n i v e r s a l ly  u n it e d  w i l l  

o f th e  p e o p le  w hioh i s  th e  so u rce  o f a l l  p o s i t i v e  la v /. The 

p e o p le  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  th e  s o v e r e ig n  and law -m ak er.

The g e n e r a l  w i l l  o f  th e  p e o p le — th e  c i t i z e n s  in  p ar

t i c u l a r — i s  p e r s o n i f i e d  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  a s  em

b o d ied  in  i t s  th r e e  pow ers— l e g i s l a t i v e ,  e x e c u t iv e ,  and ju 

d ic ia r y — w hich a r e  e q u a l ly  e s s e n t i a l  t o  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  

th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  K a n t's  id e a l  form  o f  governm ent i s  repub

l i c a n  but r e p r e s e n t a t iv e .  To q u a l i f y  t h i s  b o ld  o p in io n , t h e  

Sage o f K ttn isb erg , w h ile  t e a c h in g  in  a  r o y a l  u n i v e r s i t y  o f  

th e  Kingdom o f P r u s s ia ,  h o ld s  th a t  th e  f u n c t io n  o f  r e p r e se n 

t a t i v e  governm ent may b e i v e s t e d  in  k in g  or n o b i l i t y  or e l e c t 

ed  d e p u t ie s  b eca u se  th e  s o v e r e ig n , b e in g  an a b s t r a c t  o o n c e p t ,

1 .  K a n t's  p h ilo s o p h y  of Law,  p p . 169 f f .



can have i t s  o b j e c t iv e ,  f u n c t io n a l  r e a l i t y  m a n ife s te d  in  one  

or a  few  or many p erso n s*

K a n t's  th e o r y  o f  governm ent can be v iew ed  a s  an a t 

tem pted and r a t io n a l i s e d  b le n d  o f  Hobbes and L ock e, o f Mon

te sq u ie u  and R ou sseau . 1 Though th e  g e n e r a l w i l l  i s  th e  

so u rce  o f  la w , th e  s o c i a l  c o n tr a c t  i s  sa c r e d  and i r r e v e r s i 

b le  a c c o r d in g  t o  h im . Any v io le n c e  o f  th e  law  o f  th e  e x i s t 

in g  l e g i s l a t i v e  power ia  a  cr im e; any r e s i s t a n c e  on t h e  p a r t  

o f th e  s u b je c t  t o  the supreme power o f  th e  s t a t e  i s  i l l e 

g i t im a t e .  The c o n d it io n  o f  la w  and ord er i s  ren d ered  p o s 

s i b l e  o n ly  by su b m iss io n  t o  th e  u n iv e r s a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  w i l l .

A c c o r d in g ly , Kant r e p u d ia te s  th e  e x e c u t io n  o f an in d iv id u a l  

monarch— who em bodies th e  suprem e power— under th e  p r e te x t  

o f h i s  abu se of p ow er. In one s t e p  f u r th e r  tak en  betw een  

m on arch ist and a n ti-m o n a r c h !a t , he a r g u e s  a g a in s t  p o p u la r  r e 

v o lu t io n  th a t  any d e f e c t  in  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  m ust be rem oved

w ith  ch an geb b y  th e  s o v e r e ig n  i t s e l f  th rou gh  refo rm , not 

by th e  p e o p le  through  r e v o l u t i o n .  The w hole th e o r y  c l e a r l y  

m a n ife s t s  th e  c o n se r v a tism  o f  P r u s s ia  d u r in g  K a n t's  d a y s , 

and a l s o  h i s  own c h e r ish e d  a n t ip a th y  tow ard tu r b u le n c e  and  

d is o r d e r  a s  con seq u en t upon th e  Trench R e v o lu t io n .

K an t's  d e fe n c e  o f  l e g a l i s m  th rou gh  governm ent th u s  

takeB r a th e r  a  n e g a t iv e  form in  h i s  argum ent a g a in s t  p o p u la r

1 .  C f • P un ning , p o l i t i c a l  T h e o r ie s ,  from  R ousseau t o  S p en ce r , 
p .  1 3 3 .



revolution. It goes to its extreme in his treatment of 
criminal offence and punishment* While the three prevail
ing theories of penal justice may he reconciled according 
to Mward Caird, 1 Kant rejects the educational and the 
preventive hut advocates the retributive in their stead*
He abstracts rigor in his rejection of the former two theor
ies and in so doing disregards all appreciation of moral 
purposes in the legal procedure of criminal punishment* 
Therefore he maintains that penalty must be imposed solely 
because of the transgression the criminal has committed.
"The penal law," affirms Kant, "is a categorical impera
tive; and woe to him who creeps through the serpent-windings 
of utilitarianism to discover some advantage that may dis
charge him from the justice of punishment, or even from the 
due measure of it, according to the Pharisaic maxims ’It 
is better that one man should die than that the whole world 
should perish*" For if justice and righteousness perish,

Ohuman life would no longer have any value in the world** 
Justice would eventually cease to be justice "if it were 
bartered away for any consideration whatever*M It hi the 
principle of equality that constitutes the mode and measure 
of juridical punishment, and the same principle presupposes 
the right of retaliation, which is based on the principle

1* The Critical Philosophy of Immanuel Kant. Vol* II, p. 377.
2. Kant*a Philosophy or Law, pp * T3&»19f>. Italic in text.
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of "like with like** 1 The murderer must needs die. The 
state should not exempt him gratuitously, because there 
exists no equality between the crime of murder and the re
taliation of it* "Even if a civil society resolved to dis
solve itself with the consent of all its members— as might 
be supposed in the case of a people inhabiting an island 
resolving to separate and scatter themselves throughout the 
whole world— the last murderer lying in the prison ought to 
be executed before the resolution was carried out* This 
ought to be done in order that every one may realize the 
de3ert of his deeds, and that blood-guiltiness may not re
main upon the people; for otherwise they might all be re
garded as participators in the murder as a public violation 

2of justice." Exemption from penalty being thus regarded 
as unjust, the right of pardoning on the part of the sov
ereign ought not to be applicable to the crimes of the sub
jects against each other, but only on the occasion of some 
form of treason as directed against himself, and this right

3may be called "a Right of Majesty* according to Kant*
If legalism is the fulfilment of one rational aspect 

of humanity at all, it must bo universally worked out through 
both national and international government* In the division

1* I b i d . ,  p* 1 9 6 . " I f  you s la n d e r  a n o th e r , you s la n d e r  your
s e l f }  i f  you s t e a l  from  a n o th e r , you s t e a l  from  y o u r s e l f }  
i f  you s t r i k e  a n o th e r , you s t r i k e  y o u r s e l f ;  i f  you k i l l  
a n o th e r , you k i l l  y o u r s e l f ."

2 .  I b i d . .  p* 1 9 8 . 3 .  I b id . .  p* 2 0 5 .
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o f th e  s c ie n c e  o f  r i g h t ,  w hich t r e a t s  o f th e  p r in c ip l e s  o f

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  i n t e r n a t io n a l , and c o sm o p o lita n  la w , Kant

c lo s e s  i t  w ith  h i s  s u g g e s t io n  f o r  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  a

co sm o p o lita n  s o c i e t y  on e a r th  in  th e  hope t h a t  p e r p e tu a l

p eace  may be m a in ta in ed  by a common c o n s t i t u t i o n  b in d in g  a l l

n a t io n s #  I t  i s  a d u ty  o f t h e s e  n a t i o n s ,  a s  a n a lo g iz e d  t o

in d iv id u a l  men, to  advance from th e  n a tu r a l t o  th e  l e g a l

s t a t e .  * Such a  u n ion  o f n a t io n s  a im in g  to  m a in ta in  p eace
2

Kant c a l l s  "a perm anent c o n g r e s s  o f  n a t io n s ."  I t  i s  o n ly  

by such a c o n g r e s s  th a t  th e  p u b lic  r ig h t  o f  n a t io n s  can be  

r e a l i z e d ,  and th a t  th e  mode o f  a  c i v i l  p r o c e s s  can r e p la c e  

th e  barbarous means o f v/ar in  s e t t l i n g  in t e r n a t io n a l  d i s 

p u te s  and d i f f e r e n c e s .  Such a  s o r t  of r ig h t  Kant c a l l s  

" cosm op o litan  r ig h t"  t h a t  r e l a t e s  t o  a p o s s ib le  u n io n  o f  

a l l  n a t io n s  in  r e s p e o t  o f  c e r t a in  la w s u n iv e r s a l ly  r e g u la t -  

in g  t h e i r  r e la t io n s *  H is P e r p e tu a l P eace (1 7 9 5 ) i s ,  in  

f a c t ,  a s  rem arked b y  C* B . B urns, " p r a c t ic a l ly  th e  f i r s t  

scheme w hich im p lie s  t h i s  modern c o n d it io n  o f  so v e r e ig n
4

s t a t e s  and i t s  le a d in g  id e a  i s  th a t  o f  a  League o f  S t a t e s •"

I t  was in  p a r t  a n t ic ip a t e d  by G r o t iu s ’ s  e x p e c ta t io n  o f  th e  

e s ta b lish m e n t  o f  c e r t a i n  in t e r n a t io n a l  c o n g r e s s e s  f o r  s e t 

5 .  t e g r  In t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  Kant m en tio n s f o r  exam ple
th e  A ssem blage o f  th e  S ta te s -G e n e r a l a t  th e  H ague, w hich  
o r ig in a t e d  in  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  th e  18 th  o e n tu r y , ( I b id . .  
p ♦ 2 2 5 )•

3 • I b id . , p # 22 7 •
4* P o l i t i c a l  I d e a l s ,  p* 311*
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t l i n g  in t e r n a t io n a l  d is p u te s  and c o n tr o v e r s ie s  w ith in  th e  

C h ristend om . 1 fo r  th e  c o n c lu d in g  rem ark, Kant re-em pha

s i z e s  h i s  t e a c h in g s  t h a t  th e  perm anent and u n iv e r s a l  e s ta b 

lish m en t o f  p ea ce  i s  th e  w hole aim  o f  th e  s c ie n c e  o f  r ig h t  

as v iew ed  w ith in  th e  l i m i t s  o f  th e  m o r a lly  p r a c t i c a l  r e a s o n ,  

and th a t  th e  e x i s t i n g  d e f e c t i v e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  i f  a n y , must 

be a l t e r n a t e d  n ot th rou gh  sudden r e v o lu t io n  but through  

grad u a l reform  le a d in g  to  th e  h ig h e s t  p o l i t i c a l  good , and
o

to  p e r p e tu a l p e a c e .  T h is  i s  a  l o g i c a l  outcome o f  h i s  

le g a l is m  d e v e lo p e d  in  p a r a l l e l  t o  h i s  raoralism  t h a t  cu lm in 

a t e s  in  th e  d o c tr in e  o f  th e  surmaun bonum*

1 .  i r o t i u a ,  o p . o l t . .  E d ito r ’ s  p r e f a c e ,  p p . x iv - x v
2* K ant*8 P h ilo so p h y  o f  Law, p p . 2 2 9 -2 3 1 .
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CHAPTER IV

THOUGHT IN THE LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE

P o st-K a n tia n  A pproaches t o  th e  A n a ly s is  o f  th e  

M o tiv a t in g  F a c to r s  o f  Conduct

That so  many p e r s i s t e n t  c h a n n e ls  o f  th o u ^ it  would 
be p r e c ip i t a t e d  by th e  sudden s o c i a l  ch a n g es  and r a p id  in 
t e l l e c t u a l  ach ievem en te  in  t h e  1 9 th  c e n tu r y , Kant m ight n ot  
have a n t ic ip a t e d !  much l e s s  c o u ld  he have e j e c t e d  th e  u n iq u e
n e s s  o f  e a ch  one o f  them* From F ic h te  t o  S p en ce r , p r a c t i c a l l y  
a l l  c r e a t i v e ,  s y s te m a t ic  th in k e r s  are  a g r ee d  in  th e  p r e fe r 
ence fo r  th e  method of s y n t h e t ic  u n i f i c a t i o n ,  th e  c o n c e p tio n  
o f  r e a l i t y  a s  a  dynam ic p r o c e s s  o f  d e v e lo p m en t, and th e  or
g a n ic  and h i s t o r i c  v ie w  of t h in g s  and id e a s ;  t h e r e fo r e  on 
a n a ly z in g  th e  m o t iv a t in g  f a c t o r s  o f  human condu ct th e y  come 
to  in t e r p r e t  i t s  m o r a lity  and l e g a l i t y  in  term s o f some com
mon u n d e r ly in g  grou n d . N e v e r t h e le s s ,  each  s ta n d s  u n iq u e  by  
h im s e l f .  He i s  more th an  com petent to  c h a l le n g e  h i s  p r e c e -  
c e s s o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  c o n te m p o r a r ie s .

I f  th e  in d iv id u a l  1b e s s e n t i a l l y  a  p ro d u ct o f  h i s  
conm un ity  and may by chance beoome a g u id e  o f i t , th e  sy stem  
o f th ou gh t he e v e r  fo r m u la te s  m ust be a  m a n ife s ta t io n  o f  th e  
g i f t  o f  h i s  age a s  w e l l  a s  o f  th e  le g a c y  o f  th e  p a s t .  P o s t -  
K antian  th ou gh t d o es  v i v i d l y  r e f l e c t  in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e  th e  
a fte r m a th s  of th e  p o l i t i c a l  r e v o lu t io n  in  F rance a s  se e n  in  
th e  r e v i v a l  o f  n a t io n a lis m  in  C o n t in e n ta l  Europe a f t e r  th e  
N a p o le o n ic  c o n q u e s ts  and th e  r i s e  o f  German im p e r ia lis m , n e x t  
th e  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  in d u s t r ia l  r e v o lu t io n  in  E n g lan d , and  
f i n a l l y  new d eve lop m en ts in  s c i e n c e ,  such  aB th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  
e m p ir ic a l  s c i e n c e s ,  th e  c o m p le tio n  o f  s o c io lo g y  a s  a  se p a r 
a te  s c i e n c e ,  and th e  e la b o r a t io n  o f  th e  p r in c ip le  o f e v o lu 
t i o n .  A l l  i t s  o u ts ta n d in g  sy s te m s  a s  d e a l t  w ith  in  t h i s  
t r e a t i s e  are but r e a c t io n s  upon th e  v a r io u s  p h a se s  o f p ra c 
t i c a l l y  th e  same environm ent a s  s u c h . To s o lv e  prob lem s oom- 
raon to  a l l ,  ea ch  in d iv id u a l ,  h ow ever, s t a r t s  from  an ap p roach  
p e c u l ia r  to  him , which Is  n o th in g  but th e  c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n  o f  
h i s  p e r so n a l c a r e e r ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  b ack grou n d , and d e f i n i t e  
fram e of m ind. H is u n iq u e n e ss  i s  t h e r e f o r e  fu n d a m e n ta lly  in 
d eb ted  t o  th e  u n iq u e n e ss  o f  h i s  ap p ro a ch .

As a  ® iid e  of h i s  a g e ,  th e  in d iv id u a l  th in k e r  may 
g l o r i f y  i t s  p a s t ,  or j u s t i f y  i t s  p r e s e n t ,  or  p rop h esy  i t s  
f u t u r e .  M oreover, t o  th e  same s i t u a t i o n  d i f f e r e n t  p e r so n s
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may a d v o ca te  d i f f e r e n t  wayB o f  a e l f - a d ju s t m e n t , suoh a s  sub
ju g a t io n  through  r e v o lu t io n ,  h a rm o n iza tio n  th rou gh  re fo rm , 
su b m iss io n  w ith o u t o b j e c t io n ,  and r e p u d ia t io n  w ith  s u f f i c i e n t  
ground . Such modes o f r e a c t io n  a p p ly  e q u a l ly  w e l l  t o  th e o r 
i e s  and id e a s  b e s id e s  t h in g s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T hus, th ra zg h  
reform , m o d if ic a t io n ,  and fu r th e r  d ev e lo p m en t, many a  p o s t -  
K an tian  th in k e r  was d is p o s e d  to  r e o o n c i le  th e  a n t i t h e s e s  
Kant had p o in te d  o u t , and t o  b r id g e  th e  gaps he had l e f t  
un paved . For t h i s  p u rp o se , F io h t e ,  H e g e l, and M arx, a p p ea led  
to  th e  s o - c a l l e d  d i a l e c t i c  method which was in  f a c t  a  d ir e c t  
r e a c t io n  t o  K ant*s d o c tr in e  of a n t in o m ie s ;  Comte h e ld  t o  
p o s i t iv i s m  w h ile  r e p u d ia t in g  a l l  u l t r a - s c i e n t i f i c  s e a r c h e s  
fo r  know ledge; Bentham and J .  S . M il l  u se d  th e  e m p ir ic a l  and 
in d u c t iv e  method and e la b o r a te d  u t i l i t a r i a n i s m  in  s o lv in g  
s o c i a l  and e t h i c a l  prob lem s b u t r e fu s e d  t o  be in v o lv e d  in  
m eta p h y s ic s ;  and Sp en cer propounded h i s  d o c tr in e  o f  co sm ic  
e v o lu t io n  i n  s p i t e  o f h i s  i s o l a t i o n  o f  th e  know able from  th e  
unknowable a f t e r  th e  manner o f  K an t.

With se v e n  P o a t-K a n t ia l  A pproaches to  th e  A n a ly s is  
o f  th e  M o tiv a t in g  F a c to r s  o f Conduct d e s c r i p t i v e l y  in t e r p r e -  
te d  and e'm m erated i*or com p arative  p u r p o se s , we e x p e c t  t o  
t r a c e  how th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  background o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  h as  
e f f e c t s  on h i s  endeavor t o  s o lv e  any p r a c t i c a l  prob lem , as  
w e l l  a s  on h is  m en ta l a t t i t u d e  tow ard s t h in g s  and i d e a s .  The 
m ain i s s u e s  a t  s ta k e  w i l l  co n cern  a l s o  th e  fo r m a tio n  and 
developm ent o f h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  background in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  
h is  s o c i a l  environm ent and p e r s o n a l c a r e e r ,  and p a r t i c u la r ly  
th e  a c t u a l  r e s u l t  reach ed  by him  in  s o lv in g  th e  p r a c t i c a l  
p rob lem . I t  i s  our u lt im a te  o b je c t iv e  to  d em on stra te  th a t  
he th in k s  in  th e  l i g h t  of what he know s.  S in c e  th e  s t u f f s  
o f  h i s  know ledge are  e s s e n t i a l l y  s o c i a l  g i f t s  from  w ith o u t ,  
and s in o e  he h as h i s  own freed om  t o  s e l e c t  and o r g a n iz e  them  
in  th e  way he w a n ts , th e  m a te r ia l  u sed  and th e  p roced u re  
ta k en  in  th e  s o lu t io n  o f th e  problem* m ight be in v o lv e d ,  t o o .  
By a p p ly in g  o u r s e lv e s  r a th e r  c l o s e l y  t o  th e  stu d y  o f  F ic h t e ,  
H e g e l, M arx, Comte, Bentham, 1 .  S . M i l l ,  and S p en ce r , a  com
p a r a t iv e ly  in t e n s iv e  su rv e y  i s  a ttem p ted  o f  se v en  d i f f e r e n t  
ap p roaches t o  one  prob lem , t f i ic h  are  s t i l l  f r e s h  in  th e  mind  
o f any p r e se n t-d a y  s tu d e n t o f  W estern p h i lo s o p h y . For empha
s i s  we s h a l l  t r e a t  o f  Bentham, M i l l ,  and S p en cer , th r e e  
le a d in g  u t i l i t a r i a n s ,  a s  a  g ro u p , and t o  om it r e p e t i t i o n s  
and a v o id  d e t a i l s  th e  l a s t  tw o w i l l  be su b o r d in a te d  t o  th e  
f i r s t  o n e .

A. The E th io a l  Approach— F io h te

F ic h t e ' s  E t h ic a l  C o n cep tio n  o f  th e  E go . — The f i r s t  

p io n e e r  in  th e  r e f u t a t io n  o f  K a n tia n  d u a lism  was K a n t's  lmme-
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d ia t e  and g r e a t e s t  d i s c i p l e  J* G* F io h te  (1 7 6 2 -1 8 1 4 ) , who, 

s t a r t i n g  from an e t h i c a l  ap p roach , in t e r p r e te d  e x i s t e n c e  in  

term s o f  a  dynamic p r o c e s s  o f developm ent gu id ed  by a  co sm ic  

m oral p u rp ose*  The work o f  th e  e a r ly  P r o te s ta n t  R eform ers  

a s d i r e c t in g  f r e e  in n e r  c o n v ic t io n  a g a in s t  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

a u t h o r ity ,  Kant and F ic h te  c a r r ie d  on by d ed u c in g  e v e r y th in g  

from  th e  in n erm ost d e p th s  of th e  s e l f *  One s t e p  fh r th e r  

from th e  m a ste r , F io h te  went on to  d i s in t e g r a t e  K a n t's  con

c e p t io n  o f  th e  " th in g s - in - th e m s e lv e s "  and d is p o s e  of th e  

a n t i t h e s i s  b etw een  b e in g  and c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  botw een  th e  in 

t e l l i g i b l e  and th e  s e n s ib l e  w o r ld s , and b etw een  th e  m oral 

and th e  l e g a l  a c t i o n s ,  on th e  common b a s i s  o f  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  

o f th e  Ego* To K a n t's  Mpure p r a c t i c a l  reason "  he p e r s i s t 

e n t l y  a p p ea le d  w ith  th e  e v id e n t  r e s u l t  t h a t  th e  w h ole  c o u rse  

o f  h i s  p h i lo s o p h ic  t e a c h in g s  v/ae e v e n tu a l ly  b u i l t  up on an  

e t h i c a l  m o t i f .

The c o n c e p tio n  o f freedom  t h a t  th e  Ego i s  f r e e ,  s e l f 

d e te r m in in g , s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  a o t i v i t y  w hich a lo n e  i s  r e a l ,  

and from  w hich e v e r y th in g  e l s e  d e r iv e B  i t s  e x i s t e n c e ,  i s  th e  

s t a r t i n g  p rem ise  o f  F ic h t e ' s  p h ilo so p h y *  F u n c tio n in g  a s  th e  

pure a o t i v i t y  o f  u n iv e r s a l  reason  or I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  th e  ab 

s o l u t e ,  i n f i n i t e  Ego ( I o h h e l t ) i s  l o g i c a l l y  p r io r  t o  th e  

p e r s o n a l ,  f i n i t e  Ego ( I o h ) ,  and a s  a u n iv e r s a l  w ork ing  s p ir 

i t u a l  p r in c ip le  o f  r e a l i t y  i t  i s  i t s e l f  m a n ife s te d  in  i n d i 

v id u a l  f i n i t e  E g o s . I t  la  p r e s e n t  in  th e  f i n i t e  Ego a s  a  

p u re im p u lse — or th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f d u ty— t o  m oral s t r i f e
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a f t e r  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f th e  id e a l  o f  freed o m . To demon

s t r a t e  th e  g e n e t io  fu n c t io n  o f  t h i s  p r i n c ip l e ,  F io h te  de

d u ces t h r e e  im m ediate c a t e g o r ie s  of c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  nam ely, 

th e  E go , th e  N on-Ego, and t h e ir  m utual l i m i t a t i o n ,  a s  th e  

b a s a l moments o f  h i s  d l a l e o t i o  m eth od . S in ce  no s e l f - o o n -  

s o io u s n e s s  i s  p o s s ib le  u n le s s  i t  m eet some c h e c k in g  o b j e c t ,  

in  o r d in a r y  c o n s c io u s n e s s  th e  Ego and som eth in g  o th e r  than  

th e  Ego a r e  p r e s e n t .  The Ego i s  th e n  l im i t e d  by th e  Non- 

E go. The l im i t e d  Ego i s  f i n i t e ,  and th a t  l im i t a t io n  does  

r e f e r  t o  th e  p u r e , u n l im it e d ,  i n f i n i t e  Ego w hich u n i t e s  

both  th e  f i n i t e  Ego and th e  N on-E go. T h is i n f i n i t e  Ego i s  

th e  u lt im a te  ground o f th e  l i m i t a t i o n ,  g iv in g  r i s e  to  the  

f i n i t e  Ego and i t s  l i m i t s .  T hus, th e  t h r e e  fun dam ental p r in 

c i p l e s  o f  a  s p i r i t u a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  pu re Ego road  a s  f o l 

low s* th e  Ego p o s i t s  i t s e l f ;  i t  p o s i t s  a  Non-Ego; and i t  

p o s i t s  a  l im i t e d  Ego in  o p p o s it io n  t o  a l im i t e d  N on-E go. *

I f  th e  Ego ( I o h h e l t ) i s  m e ta p h y s ic a l ly  th e  u lt im a te  

fo r m a tiv e  f a c t o r ,  i t  must be th e  a d a p tiv e  f a c t o r  e t h i c a l l y ,  

a d a p tin g  th e  f i n i t e  Ego t o  th e  Non-Ego by means o f  a d a p tin g  

th e  l a t t e r  t o  i t s  e t h i c a l  p u rp o se s— a s  a means t o  i t s  moral 

en d . S in oe  s e l f - im p o s e d  l im i t a t io n s  c o n d it io n  m o r a l i t y ,  th e  

a c t io n  o f  th e  Ego in  im posin g  upon i t s e l f  su ch  l im i t a t io n s

1 .  v .  H d ffd in g , A H is to r y  o f Modern P h ilo s o p h y . V o l .  I I ,  
p p . 1 5 4 -1 5 5 , 1 5 6 .  A ccord in g  t o  H fiffd in g , F ic h t e ' s  me
th o d  i s  t h e r e f o r e  more a n t i t h e t i c a l  th a n  d i a l e c t i o  a s  
d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  from  H e g e l ' s .
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I s  m oral s t r u g g le  in  w hich i t  seekB  t o  tra n so e n d  or p a s s  

beyond e v e r y  o b s t a c le  t o  a  g o a l ,  w hereby, though i n f i n i t e l y  

fa r  away, i t  3t r i v e s  to  r e a l i z e  co m p lete  freed om . The ex 

t e r n a l  w o r ld , a s  an o b je o t  or N on-Ego, w hether phenomenal 

or noum enal, i s  th en  n o th in g  b u t a  n e e d fu l p o s t u la t e  p o s i t e d  

by th e  Ego a s  a  medium t o  s e r v e  i t s  e t h i c a l  p u r p o se s . I t  is  

th e  o b j e c t i f i e d  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  Ego th ro u g h  i t s  w i l l — th e  

w i l l  t o  freed o m . M oral s t r i f e  tow ard s th e  i n f i n i t e l y  d i s 

ta n t and a p p r o x im a te ly  a t t a in a b le  id e a l  o f  p e r f e c t  freed om  

i s  th e  d e s t i n y  o f  man w h ich  everyb od y  m ust f t i l f l l .  In t h i s  

man’ s s a lv a t io n  c o n s i s t s .  As th e  f i n i t e  Ego g r a d u a lly  m erges 

in t o  th e  a b s o lu te  Ego in  th e  p r o g r e ss  o f  moral 3 t r i f e ,  th a t  

i s ,  in  th e  d evelop m en t o f  u n iv e r s a l  r e a s o n , th e  tr u e  natu re  

o f r e a l i t y  r e v e a ls  i t s e l f  a s  a  f r e e  community o f  f i n i t e  E gos, 

e a c h , w ith  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  in  an o b j e c t iv e  t o t a l  u n i t y  o f  m oral 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  s e t t i n g  up i t s  "Non-EgoB" a s  o b s t a c le s  w hich  

i t  m ust overcom e in  o rd er  t o  r i s e  to  e v er  h ig h e r  l e v e l s .  

M o r a lity  p r e su p p o se s  s o c i a l i t y ;  th e  m oral l i f e  i s  a lw a y s  a  

community l i f e ;  and th e  i d e a l  w o r ld -o r d e r  s t r i v e n  a f t e r  i s  

God yearn ed  a f t e r .  *

1 .  V i t a l i z e d  th ro u g h  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  d i a l e o t i o  d eve lop m en t, 
F ic h t e ’ s  "God* i s  but S p in o z a ’s  "Substance" dram atized  
(C f .  S t a h l ,  G each loh te  d er  R e o h ts p h llo s o p h le . p .  2 2 7 ) .  
H aving se e m in g ly  i d e n t i f i e d  God w ith  th e  m oral w orld -  
order in  h i s  t r e a t i s e  Uber den Grund u n s e r e s  Glaubena 
an e in e  g f l t t l i c h e  W e ltsr e g ie r u n g  (1 7 9 8 ) w hich provoked  
th e  ch a rg e  o f  a t h e is m . on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  Government o f  
Weimar, F io h t e ,  w h ile  t e a c h in g  a t  Jena (1 7 9 4 -1 7 9 9 ) ,  
was f i n a l l y  co m p elled  t o  le a v e  f o r  B e r l in .
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The m o t iv a t in g  f a c t o r  o f a l l  m oral co n d u ct i s  th e  

good w i l l*  1 And th a t  i s  th e  u n iv e r s a l  rea so n  m a n ife s te d  in  

th e  u l t im a te  m o tiv e  power o f  t h e  f i n i t e  Ego* As t o  th e  

b a s ic  m o tiv e s  of human a c t io n ,  F io h te  a tte m p ts  t o  r e o o n c i le  

d u ty  and in c l in a t io n *  J u s t  a s  he m erges th e  s e n s ib l e  and 

the i n t e l l i g i b l e  w o r ld s in to  th e  same o b j e c t iv e  w orld  p o s i t e d  

by th e  w i l l  o f  t h e  E go, so  d o es he r e p r e se n t  th e  sen su o u s  

arid tlie  m oral w o r ld s as two s t a g e s  form ing a  l in k in g  c h a in  

in  th e  d i a l e c t i c  developm ent of th e  E go, and red u ce  th e  

c o n f l i c t  betw een  th e  sen su o u s and th e  r a t io n a l  n a tu re  o f  

m a n  to  th e  o p p o s it io n  betw een  im p u lse s  of l i k e  n a tu r e , th a t  

i s ,  o f  th e  w i l l  to  freedom * N e c e s s i t y  i s  t e s t  o f  freed o m ;  

i n c l i n a t i o n ,  t e s t  o f  duty* The farm er i s  a m a tter  o f sp on -  

t a n i e t y ,  h a b i t ,  or im it a t io n ;  th e  l a t t e r  must need a  in v o lv e  

th e  c o n s c io u s  e lem en t*  Spontaneous a c t io n s  a r e  dne to  

n a tu r a l in c l i n a t i o n s  and p r e v a i l  w ith in  th e  r i g i d  b o u n d a r ie s  

o f c a u s a l law * Moral con d u ct i s  due to  a r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  

m oral la w . I t  i s  d u ty  c a r r ie d  out f o r  d u ty ’ s  sak e*  I t  i s  

p o s s ib l e  o n ly  when th e  s e l f  r io e s  above i n c l i n a t i o n  and 

p a s s e 8 in to  a  new realm — th e  rea lm  o f  freed o m . The t r a n s i 

t io n  from  th e  rea lm  o f n e c e s s i t y  t o  th a t  o f  freed om  i s  d u ty  

and o p e r a te s  in  a cco rd a n ce  w ith  th e  d i a l e c t i c  movement o f  

th e  E go . The o n ly  m oral m o tiv e  i s  th e n  man’ s  own c o n v ic t io n  

o f  d u ty  to  overcom e o b s t a c le s  in  a c t i v e  s t r u g g l e ,  and i t s

1 .  v*  F io h t e ,  The S c ie n c e  o f  R ig h t s .  X r o e g e r 's  t r . ,  p* 1 9 2 .



r e s u l t  i s  not outward u t i l i t y  but inw ard s e l f e a t i s f a c t i o n *

The e x te r n a l  w orld  i s  th e  m a te r ia l  fo r  our d u ty , w hich makes 

a v i s i b l e  form  we s t r i v e  t o  g iv e  t o  m o r a lity *  In  e x e r 

c i s i n g  suoh m oral a c t i v i t i e s  we become segm en ts o f  th e  vftiole 

moral w orld  order w hich  fo r  F ic h te  c o in c id e s  w ith  God* Duty  

th u s p o in t s  t o  th e  c o n tem p la tio n  o f  God; m oral s t r i f e ,  to  

lo v e  o f hum anity*

Only t h a t  a c t io n  w hich s p r in g s  from  or  i s  approved  

by c o n s c ie n c e  i s  m ora l; a c t io n  in  a cco rd a n ce  w ith  o u te r  au

t h o r i t y  may b e  l e g a l  but u n c o n s c ie n t io u s .  C o n sc ie n c e  com

mands d u ty  f o r  d u t y 's  sake* I t  i s  G od's v o ic e  r e v e a le d  t o  

the f i n i t e  Ego; th e  d iv in e  sp ark  in  human n a tu re*  Harmony 

b e t w e n  n a tu r a l Im p u lses and d e s i r e s  f o r  freed o m , w hich  

r e s t s  upon t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  th e  i n d iv i d u a l ' s  m oral c h a r a c t e r ,  

c a u se s  a  f e e l i n g  o f  s e l f - e s t e e m ;  d is c o r d ,  a  f e e l i n g  o f s e l f -  

contem pt* C o n sc ien ce  fh n o t io n s  in  m oral jud& nent a s  th e  

m en tal c a p a c ity  to  I n c u lc a te  suoh m oral se n t im e n ts*  In  or

d er  to  e n a b le  th e  in d iv id u a l  t o  f r e e l y  conform  h i s  a c t io n s  

to  th e  d i c t a t e s  o f  c o n s c ie n c e ,  e d u c a t io n  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  T hus, 

l i k e  K an t, F ic h te  a d v o c a te s  m oralism  th r o u g h  e d u c a tio n *

F ic h t e ' s  S t r e s s  on th e  E th ic a l  F u n c tio n  o f  S o c ia l  

I n s t l t u t l o n e * —  The p r i n c ip l e s  o f  h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  p h ilo s o p h y  

a s s e t  f o r t h  in  h i s  S c ie n c e  o f  K nowledge (W ia s e n s h a f t s le h r e ) 

(1 7 9 4 ) were e v e n t u a l ly  a p p lie d  to  th e  prob lem s o f  la w , m o r a ls ,  

r e l i g i o n ,  and govern m en t;. n h e r e in  th e  s e l f - c o n s o lo u s n s e s  o f  

th e  in d iv id u a l  h e ld  sway a s  th e  supreme p r i n c ip l e  a s  e v e r



b e f o r e .  I t  i s  no a c c id e n t  th a t  th e  prim ary pu rp ose o f  a l l  

Buoh s o c i a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s  l i k e  th e  s t a t e ,  th e  ch u rch , and so  

on , F ic h te  c o n s id e r e d  a s  e t h i c a l .  Though p e r s i s t e n t l y  a s  

th e  h ig h e s t  n orm ative  f a c t o r  th a t  m o t iv a te s  s o c i a l  c o n d u ct, 

h is  c o n c e p tio n  o f  th e  governm ent r e v e a ls  a  rem arkably  s h i f t 

in g  em phasis a s  t o  i t s  r o le  in  t h e  c o u r se  o f  t im e .  In  th e  

se v e n ty  n i n e t i e s ,  a s  a  s o c i a l  o o n tr a o t  t h e o r i s t  1 F ic h te  j u s 

t i f i e d  th e  French R e v o lu t io n  and p le a d  f o r  p e r so n a l freedom  

and human d i g n i t y  w h ich  th e  s t a t e  m ust aim t o  f u r t h e r  and 

m a in ta in ; w h ich  a l t o g e t h e r  r e f l e c t s  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  R ousseau  

and K an t. In h i s  C lo se d  Commercial S ta te  ( P er g e s o h lo s s e n e  

H a n d e ls s ta a t ) p u b lis h e d  In  1 3 0 0 , F io h te  em phasized  th e  e c o 

nomic r o le  o f th e  governm ent w h ile  a r g u in g  th a t  s in c e  modern 

n a t io n a lis m  su p e rsed ed  m ed ia ev a l c o sm o p o lita n ism  g u a ra n teed  

in  C h r is t ia n  Europe by th e  C hurch, th e  governm ent o f  each  

modem s t a t e  ought to  m a in ta in  an econom ic s o l i d a r i t y  and 

e x c lu s iv e n e s s  among i t s  c i t i z e n s ,  and th a t  a s  th e  b e in g  o f  

th e  Ego i s  s t r i v i n g ,  th e  v o c a t io n  o f  each  c i t i z e n  i s  t o  

f u l f i l  h i s  d u ty , th a t  i s ,  t o  w ork . In  c o n se q u e n c e , he p ro 

p o sed  h i s  id e a l  o f th e  s o c i a l i s t i c  s t a t e  aB th e  g e s o h lo s s e n e  

H a n d e ls s ta a t  in  w h ich  th e  w hole n a t io n  i s  c o m p le te ly  in d u s 

t r i a l  and in d u s t r io u s .

1 .  F io h te  i s  a  " p e c u l ia r ly  q u a l if ie d "  s o c i a l  c o n tr a c t  th e o r 
i s t .  He d o es  not assum e " n atu ra l la w ” or any  s o r t  o f  law  
a n te c e d e n t  t o  th e  c i v i l  s t a t e  on th e  ground th a t  s in c e  
th e  s t a t e  i s  i t s e l f  m en 's n a tu r a l c o n d i t io n ,  th e r e  i s  no 
p r e - s o c i a l  s t a t e ,  and th a t  a c c o r d in g ly  th e r e  can be r ig h t s
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S h a r in g  w ith  th e  P r u s s ia n s  th e  d i s a s t e r s  o f  Napo

l e o n ' s  co n q u est (1 8 0 6 -1 8 0 7 ) , F io h te  began t o  in q u ir e  in to  

th e  a cco u n t f o r  suoh on a s to u n d in g  c a ta s t r o p h e ,  which he 

found in  th e  la c k  o f  a  sound n a t io n a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  in  th e  

conquered* Dream ing th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  d e p lo te d  p ic 

t o r i a l  id e a l  o f  a  u n it e d  Germany, he h e n c e fo r th  began t o  

p reach  th e  g o s p e l  o f pan-G erm anic n a t io n a lis m  w ith  e lo q u e n t  

a p p ea ls  in  h i s  A d d resses  t o  th e  German N a tio n  (1 8 0 8 ) and 

L e c tu r e s  on th e  T heory of th e  S ta te  ( V orlesu n k en  d b er  d ie  

G ta a ta le h r e . 1 8 1 3 )*  Now, he em phasized  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  

r o le  o f th e  governm ent— t o  t r a i n  e v e r y  member o f  th e  s t a t e  

in t o  f h l l  m oral c i t i z e n s h i p  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u ltu r e  f o r  th e  

good o f  a l l *  * For rem oving d e f e c t s  in  p o l i t i c s ,  he now 

ad voca ted  in s t e a d  o f r e v o lu t io n  th e  method, o f reform — reform  

th rou gh  r e a so n — th a t  s c h o la r s  sh o u ld  be g r a n te d  enough f r e e 

dom t o  a ccu m u la te  know ledge and p ro p a g a te  t h e ir  v ie w s  in
2

c i r c l e s  a b le  t o  ad op t them*

(Cont* from p* 14 7 ) o n ly  under p o s i t i v e  la w , w hloh th e y  a c 
q u ir e  o n ly  in  a community composed o f  them*

1* For a  u n i t e d  Germany he co n ten d ed  th a t  th e  e t e r n a l ,  ab
s o lu t e  w i l l  i s  em bodied in  th e  German n a t io n ,  th e  w hole  
c u ltu r e  o f  th e  German p e o p le s ,  and n o t in  t h e i r  d iv id e d  
and tram p led  governm ents* T hus, from th e  " R ec h tss ta a t"  
through  th e  " g e so h lo s se n e  H a n d e lss ta a t"  h i s  c o n c e p tio n  
o f  th e  s t a t e  advanced t o  th e  " K u ltu r sta a t* — th e  s t a t e  
a c c e p t in g  th e  m is s lp n  o f  c u ltu r e *  In t h i s  he a n t ic ip a t e d  
H egel*

2* In  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  F ic h te  demanded l ib e r a l i s m  in  govern 
ment but n o t dem ocraoyi he propounded an i n s t i t u t i o n  
o a l le d  th e  "ephorate". b y  means o f  w h ich  the s o v e r e ig n  
w i l l  cou ld  be h e ld  w e l l  a g a in s t  m isgovernm ent and th e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  c o u ld  be p r e se r v e d  th ereb y *  L a ter  on a s
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F ic h t e 'a  e la b o r a t io n  o f  th e  p rim ary  purpose o f  th e  

s t a t e  a s  e t h i c a l ,  how ever, rem ained th o r o u g h ly  c o n s i s t e n t .  

C h a lle n g in g  K a n t's  a d v o ca cy  o f  r ig i d  le g a l i s m  th rou gh  g o v ern 

m ent, F ic h t e  r a th e r  con ten d ed  f o r  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  and n e c e s 

s i t y  o f  m orallam  th rou gh  governm ent by su b o r d in a t in g  la w  a s  

a means t o  m orals* T hus, b y  means o f law  th e  s t a t e  aim s t o  

p r e se r v e  th e  m oral id e a l  o f  in d iv id u a l  freedom  in  th e  com

m unity  l i f e *  As c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  th e  Ego n e c e s s a r i l y  p re

su p p o ses c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  th e  H on-Ego, t h a t  r e l a t i o n  betw een  

th e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  Ego and th e  H on-Egos w hich  a r e  e q u a l ly  

s e l f - c o n s c io u s  E g o s , F ic h te  c o n s id e r s  a s  a  r e l a t io n  o f  law

(R e c h t) . * The l e g a l  r e l a t io n  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  con cep t o f
2

R echt i s  i t s e l f  th e  c o n d it io n  o f  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a p r i 

o r i deduced  from  th e  E go, w h ich  can  be in  o p e r a tio n  o n ly  in  

s o c i a l  r e la t io n a h ip s *  The fu n d am en ta l p r in c ip l e  o f  R echt

th e r e fo r e  s t a t e s :  *each one m ust r e s t r i c t  h i s  freedom  by
*

th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  freed om  o f  th e  o th e r ."  The m utual

soon  a s  he h im s e l f  l o s t  c o n f id e n c e  in  th e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  
th e  e p h o r a te , he s u g g e s te d  in  p la o e  o f a  body o f  ep h ors  
s c h o la r s  and th in k e r s  t o  whom th e  f u n c t io n s  o f  govern 
ment sh o u ld  be e n tr u s te d *

1* F io h t e ,  op* p i t * . p* 78* "The dedu ced  r e l a t i o n  b etw een  
r a t io n a l  b e in g s — n am ely , th a t  e a c h  in d iv id u a l  must r e 
s t r i c t  h i s  freedom  th rou gh  th e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  th e  p o s s i 
b i l i t y  o f th e  freedom  o f  th e  o th e r — i s  c a l l e d  th e  R e la 
t i o n  of L e g a l i t y .  L ega l R e la tio n * "  I t a l i c s  in  t e x t *

2* For th e  Serman word R echt Dunning p re ferB  in  t h i s  c a se  
t o  u s e  " s o c ia l  r e g u la t io n "  I n s te a d  o f  "law" (P o l i t i c a l  
T h e o r ie s  from R ousseau t o  S p en ce r , p* 1 3 8 ) .

3 .  F io h te*  op* o l t *. p* 17^ .



r e s t r a in t  o f th e  freedom  o f  i t s  component in d iv id u a l  members 

th u s n e c e s s a r i ly  c o n d it io n s  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  la w -a b id in g  

community* I t  i s  th e  d u ty  o f  th e  s t a t e  t o  m a in ta in  t h i s  r e 

l a t i o n  o f  R e c h t, w h erefore  i t  may a p p e a l t o  com p ulsory  means 

i f  needed*

Moral a c t io n  i s  th en  a  m atter  o f s e l f - c o n t r o l ;  l e 

g a l a c t i o n ,  o u te r  r e s t r a i n t *  On th e  common a  p r lo r i  b a s i s
t

o f th e  community l i f e  F ic h te  t r e a t s  o f  Keoht a s th e  n e c e s s a r y  

c o n d it io n  o f  m o r a lity  ( S i t t l l o h k e l t ) .  V iew ed from  th e  s ta n d 

p o in t  o f th e  d i s c i p l i n i n g  govern m ent, la w  i s  th e n  a  means t o  

th e  m oral e d u c a tio n  o f  th e  c i t i z e n s ;  and on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  

s e l f - a d j u s t in g  in d iv id a u l  l e g a l  con d u ct form s e i t h e r  a s t e p -  

s to n e  or an a id  t o  m oral con d u ct*  Suoh b e in g  th e  o a s e ,  F ic h te  

e x p r e s s ly  en deavored  t o  r e c o n c i l e  m o r a l i ty  and l e g a l i t y —  

both  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  and e x t r i n a i c a l l y — by a s c r ib in g  t h e i r  o r i 

g in  t o  th e  s e l f - c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  the Rgo, and t h e i r  n a tu re  

to  th e  same s o c i a l  r a t i o n a l i t y *

B* The L o g ic a l Approach— H egel

The D i a l e c t i c  Movement o f th e  A b so lu te  M ind*— Far 

more s y s t e m a t ic a l ly  and e la b o r a t e ly  th a n  F ic h te  had d o n e , G*

W, F . H egel (1 7 7 0 -1 8 3 1 ) em ployed th e  d i a l e c t i c  method* 

h i s  PhA nom enologle dea Q e ia te s  p u b lish e d  in  1807 a s  an in t r o 

d u c t io n  t o  h is  g r e a t  system  o f  s p i r i t u a l i s m ,  he a ttem p ted  

th ere fro m  to  propound a  l o g i c a l  e x p o s i t io n  Sf a l l  p h a se s  o f  

th e  c u l t u r e  and h is t o r y  o f  mankind a s  t h e  d i a l e o t i o  m a n lfe s -



151

t a t io n 8  o f th e  A b so lu te  Mind* H is  l o g i c a l  approach  e v en tu 

a l l y  l e d  to  h i s  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  r e a l i t y  i s  a  d i a l e c t i o a l l y  

a r t i c u l a t e d  system  of l o g i c a l  c o n c e p ts ,  and th a t  t h e  m o tiv e  

power o f th e  d i a l e c t i c  movement o f  th e  A b so lu te  Mind 1 b th e  

l o g i c a l  n e c e s s i t y  immanent in  th e  u n iv e r s a l  n a tu re  o f  e x i s 

te n c e  a s en o o u n tered  in  n a tu r e , in  s o c i e t y ,  and in  h i s t o r y  

a s  w e ll*  Y e t ,  t h i s  c o n c e p tio n  o f  r e a l i t y  in  term s o f  a  

d i a l e c t i o a l l y  s e l f - e v o l v i n g  p r o c e s s  H egel d e r iv e d  n o t frcm  

th e  e m p ir ic a l  w o r ld , b u t from  th e  la w s o f  pu re th o u g h t*

Condemning th e  g e o m e tr ic a l method adop ted  by Des

c a r t e s  and S p in o za  a s  u n s u ita b le  fo r  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  c o g n i

t i o n ,  H egel reg a rd ed  th e  d i a l e c t i c  a s  a  l o g i c a l  sy stem  o f  

r e a so n in g  th ro u g h  w h ic h , f o l lo w in g  a  schema o f  th r e e  s t a g e s ,  

thou ght makes i t s  way p r o g r e s s iv e ly  tow ards th e  a b s o lu t e  

tr u th  u n t i l  a t  l a s t  i t  comes to  encom pass a  com p reh en sive  

u n i t y  in c lu d in g  a l l  p a r t i a l  t r u t h s .  The d i a l e c t i c  m ethod  

i s  t h e r e f o r e  in  h i s  e y e s  n ot in v e n te d  but d i s c o v e r e d .  I t  

i s  not a  p r o c e s s  in  t im e ,  but an e t e r n a l ,  u n iv e r s a l  l o g i c a l  

p r o c e s s  b y  w hich th e  c a t e g o r ie s  deduce th e m se lv e s  from  th e  

f i r s t  c a te g o r y  a s  found  in  b e in g ,  or  t h e  summum genua* In  

th e  schem a o f  t r i n i t i e s  t h e s i s  i s  fo l lo w e d  by a n t i t h e s i s ,  

and a n t i t h e s i s  by s y n t h e s i s  w h ich  in c lu d e s  b o th . T h is  t r i a d  

o f  the d i a l e o t l c  d e v e lo p s  in  a ccord an ce  w ith  th r e e  l o g i c a l  

o p e r a t io n s — p o s i t i o n ,  n e g a t io n , and s u b la t io n  or r e c o n c i l i a 

t i o n ,  c o r r e sp o n d in g  t o  th e  t h r e e  sch em a ta . The n e g a t io n  o f  

n e g a t io n  i s  th e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  or s y n t h e s i s  o f  th e  tw o . An
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id e a  which i s  s y n t h e s i s  o f th e  a n t i t h e t i c a l  a s p e c t s  i s  now 

h e ld  to  h e  tru e  s in c e  t r u th  n ever  ig n o r e s  h u t o n ly  u n i

f i e s  o p p o s i t io n s .

The f i r s t  t r ia d  o f c a t e g o r ie s  o f  th e  H eg e lia n  l o g i c  

are b e in g  (g e n u s ) ,  n o t -b e in g  ( d i f f e r e n t i a ) ,  and beoom ing  

( s p e c i e s ) .  B ein g  ( in  i t s e l f )  p a s s e s  in to  n o t -b e in g  ( fo r  

i t s e l f ) ,  and c o n v e r s e ly ,  n o t -b e ih g  p a s s e s  back  in t o  b e in g .  

H erein  a  t h ir d  th ou gh t i s  in v o lv e d — n am ely , th e  id e a  of th e  

p a ssa g e  o f  t h e s e  two c a t e g o r ie s  in to  e a ch  o t h e r .  T h is  i s  

th e  c a te g o r y  o f  becom ing ( in  and f o r ^ i t s e l f )  w hich reco n 

c i l e s  th e  two p r e c e d in g . T hus, th e  t h in g  b o th  i s  and i s  n o t  

when i t  b ecom es. A l l  d e d u c t io n  b e t t e r  p r o c e e d in g  from  th e  

i m p l ic i t  t o  th e  e x p l i c i t ,  th e  low er  c a t e g o r ie s  in  th e  s y s 

tem c o n ta in  th e  h ig h e r  c a t e g o r ie s  i m p l i c i t l y ,  th e  h ig h e r  o o n -  

t a in  th e  low er  e x p l i c i t l y .  H ence, th e  f i r s t  c a te g o r y  b e in g  

i m p l i c i t l y  in v o lv e s  a l l  th e  c a t e g o r ie s  in c lu d in g  th e  f i n a l  

c a te g o r y , nam ely , th e  A b so lu te  Id ea ; tih ich  e x p l i c i t l y  en

com p asses b e in g  and a l l  th e  r e s t .

Throughout the e n t ir e  co u rse  o f  H eg e l* s  p h i lo s o p h ic  

th ou gh t th e r e  i s  t h i s  t r i p l e  rhythm . H is sy stem  i s  th u s  

d iv id e d  in t o  th r e e  main p a r t s — l o g i c ,  the p h ilo s o p h y  o f  na

tu r e ,  and th e  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  s p i r i t .  The l o g i c a l  id e a  ( th e 

s i s ) ,  n a tu re  ( a n t i t h e s i s ) ,  and s p i r i t  ( s y n t h e s i s )  c o n s t i t u t e  

a t r ia d ;  in  w hich l o g i c  t r e a t s  o f  th e  A b so lu te  Id ea  a s  i t  

i s  in  i t s e l f  ( G e ls t  an s i p h ) .  n a tu re  i s  th e  Id e a  in  i t s  o th e r 

n e s s  ( Q e is t  fflr  s i c h ) .  and s p i r i t  i s  th e  u n i t y  o f  th e  Id ea
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and n a tu re  ( g e i s t  an und ft lr  a l e h ) .  The p h ilo s o p h y  o f  

s p i r i t  I s  a g a in  d iv id e d  I n to  t h r e e  p a r t s  In agreem ent w ith  

the law  o f  th e  d i a l e o t i o t  ( 1 )  th e  e u h je o t lv e  s p i r i t ,  (2 )  

th e  o h j e o t lv e  s p i r i t ,  and (3 )  th e  a b s o lu te  s p i r i t *  The 

f i r s t  p a r t  i s  a  m a tter  o f  in d iv id u a l  p s y c h o lo g y , d e a l in g  

w ith  s o u l ,  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  and r e a so n ;  th e  secon d  p a r t  t r e a t s  

o f s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  a s  em bodied in  a b s t r a c t  r i g h t ,  m o r a l i t y ,  * 

and v a r io u s  s o c i a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The a b so 

l u t e  s p i r i t ,  a s  th e  h ig h e r  u n i t y  o f  th e  s u b j e c t iv e  and th e  

o b je c t iv e  s p i r i t s ,  i s  e x p r e s s e d  in  t h r e e  fo rm s, n am ely , a r t ,  

r e l i g i o n ,  and p h ilo s o p h y .

The A b so lu te  Mind or S p ir i t  a s  th u s  e x e m p lif ie d  in  

th e  u n iv e r s a l  r e a s o n , i s  b u t th e  c h a in  o f  a l l  l o g i c a l  c a t e 

g o r ie s ,  th e  embodiment o f  a l l  modes o f  e x p e r ie n c e  in  n a tu re  

and in  s p i r i t *  I t  i s  th e  s o l e  fo rm a tiv e  f a c t o r  o f  a l l  ex 

i s t e n c e .  I t  i s  th e  o n ly  r e a l i t y .  T h is  A b so lu te  H egel can  

not but i d e n t i f y  w ith  Qod J u s t  a s  he i d e n t i f i e s  r e a l i t y  w ith  

r a t i o n a l i t y .  Though r e l i g i o n  i s  put o n ly  a s  one p h a se  o f  

th e  h ig h e s t  s t a g e  in  th e  p r o o e s s  o f th e  s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  

th e  A b s o lu te ,  y e t  th e  o m n ip o ten ce , om n ip resen ce, and omni

s c ie n c e  o f Qod, i s  d em o n stra ted  p r a o t i c a l l y  in  terras o f  

p an th eism  th rou gh ou t th e  w h ole  H eg e lia n  sy s te m . The s e n t i 

ment o f  l o y a l t y  t o  r e l i g i o n  th u s form s th e  u n d e r ly in g  m otive

1 .  '•M orality” a s  co n cern ed  w ith  H e g e l's  system  i s  ta k en  in  
b o th  th e  s u b s ta n t iv e  and th e  a t t r i b u t i v e  s e n s e s .
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o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e f f o r t  o f  H egel a e  w e l l  aa o f  many o th er  

th in k e r s  in  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  mankind*

The O b je c t iv e  S p ir i t  and th e  F u n ctio n  o f  R eaaon* --  

The a n a ly s i s  o f  t h e  m o t ir a t in g  f a c t o r s  o f  human con d u ct in  

H eg el* s sy stem  f a l l s  u n der h i s  tr e a tm e n t o f  th e  o b j e c t iv e  

s p i r i t ,  and t o  i t s  s p e c i f i c  e x p o s i t io n  h i s  P h ilo s o p h y  o f  

R igh t ( Q ru n d lin len  d er  P h ilo s o p h ie  dea R e c h ts . 1 3 2 1 ) i s  de

vo ted *  I t  in c lu d e s  th r e e  p a r t s ,  nam ely , a b s t r a c t  r i g h t ,  

m o r a l i ty ,  and e t h i c a l  o b se r v a n c e , o f w h ich  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s 

n e s s  i s  th e  r u l in g  p r i n c i p l e .  Prom th e  v e r y  b e g in n in g  H egel 

ta k e s  t h e  w i l l  s e r i o u s l y ,  w hich w ith  freedom  a s  i t s  e s s e n c e  

i s  th e  e t e r n a l ,  u n i v e r s a l ,  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s ,  and s e l f - d e t e r 

m in in g  a s p e c t  o f  th e  A b so lu te  Mind* The t r ia d  o f  th e  ob

j e c t i v e  s p i r i t  th u s  r e v e a ls  th e  v a r io u s  s t e p s  o f  th e  d i a l e c 

t i c  p r o c e s s  in  w h ich  t h i s  a b s o lu t e  id e a  o f  f r e e  w i l l  i s  

r e a l i z e d .

Freedom , h ow ever, i s  n o t mere c a p r ic e  or m o t iv e le s s  

a c t io n  but s e l f - d e t e r m in a t io n — th e  power o f  p r e f e r e n t i a l  

c h o ic e *  The w i l l  i s  th e  u n i t y  o f  tw o e le m e n ts — (1 )  pure i n -  

d e te r m in a te n e s s  and (2 )  th e  f ln l t u d e  or s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  

th e  E go . In th e  form er c a s e  i t  i s  th e  d i r e c t  o r  n a tu r a l  

w i l l  whose c o n t e n t ,  h ow ever, i s  ap t t o  be f i l l e d  w ith  im pul

s e s ,  a p p e t i t e s ,  and i n c l i n a t i o n s .  * Man u n l ik e  a n im a ls  " Is  

th e  c o m p le te ly  u n d eterm in ed , and s ta n d s  ab ove  Im p u lse , and

1 .  H eg e l* s  P h ilo so p h y  o f  R ig h t .  Dyde*s t r . ,  s e c s *  7 ,  1 1 .
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may f i x  and s e t  i t  up a s  h i s .  Im p ulse  i s  in  n a tu r e , but i t  

depends on my w i l l  w hether I e s t a b l i s h  i t  i n  th e  I ."   ̂ The 

w i l l  a c t u a l i z e s  i t s e l f  by  v ir t u e  o f  i t s  power o f  r e s o l u t io n .  

"By r e s o lu t io n ,"  s a y s  H e g e l, " w il l  f i x e s  i t s e l f  a s  th e  w i l l  

o f  a  d e f i n i t e  in d iv id u a l ,  and aa th e r e b y  d i s t in g u i s h in g  i t 

s e l f  from  a n o th e r ."  2 The d e te r m in in g  f a c t o r  o f  th e  w i l l  

to  r i s e  above or ch o o se  b etw een  sp o n ta n eo u s f a c t o r s  as su o h , 

i s  th e  r e f l e c t i v e  a c t i v i t y  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s — or p l a i n l y  

rea so n — w h ich  i s  th e  u l t im a t e  a d a p t iv e  f a o t o r  m o t iv a t in g  

c o n d u c t . As H ege l rem ark s, "The r e f l e c t i o n  which i s  brought  

t o  b e a r  upon Im p u lse s , p la c in g  them  b e fo r e  i t s e l f ,  e s t i 

m ating  them , com paring them w ith  one a n o th e r , and c o n t r a s t 

in g  them w ith  t h e i r  means and c o n se q u e n c e s , and a l s o  w ith  

a w hole o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  nam ely h a p p in e s s ,  b r in g s  t h e  f o r 

mal u n iv e r s a l  to  t h i s  m a t e r ia l ,  and in  an e x te r n a l  way p u r i

f i e s  i t  o f  i t s  c r u d it y  and b a rb a r ism ."  3

The fu n d am en ta l id e a  o f r ig h t  i s  fre e d o m . A r ig h t  

i s  a  r e a l i t y  id iio h  i s  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f th e  f r e e  w i l l .  The 

system  o f  r ig h t  in c lu d in g  p r o p e r ty , c o n t r a c t ,  and w rong, i s  

but th e  kingdom o f  a c t u a l iz e d  freed o m .

A bB traot r i g h t ,  h o w ev er , i s  fo l lo w e d  by m o r a l i t y .

In a b s t r a c t  r ig h t  th e  w i l l  p u s s e s  out o f i t s e l f  in t o  e x te r n  

n a l i t y j  in  m o r a lity  i t  r e tu r n s  in t o  i t s  own s u b j e c t i v i t y .

Qp> c l t . .  s e c .  1 1 , A d d it io n .
2 .  s e c .  1 3 .  , s e c .  2 0 .
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The fo rm e r , a s  c e n te r e d  in  an outward t h i n g ,  i s  p u r e ly  ob

j e c t i v e ,  r e g a r d le s s  o f  th e  m o tiv e s  and aim s o f  th e  s u b j e c t \ 

the l a t t e r  i s  p u r e ly  s u b j e c t iv e  and n ev er  g e t s  i t s e l f  a c 

t u a l i z e d  i n  th e  form o f s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s *  In  an o th er  

word, th e  w i l l  i n  th e  s t a g e  o f  m o r a l i ty  tu r n s  back  in t o  i t 

s e l f  a s  a  s u b j e c t iv e  i n d iv i d u a l i t y  c o n tr a s te d  w ith  th e  u n i

v e r s a l .  And p r e d ic a t iv e  o f t h i s  m oral w i l l  are  s e l f - c o n 

s c io u s n e s s  and s e l f - d e t e r m in a t io n .  The w i l l  i s  th e r e fo r e  

r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  an accom p lish ed  a c t  o n ly  in  s o  f a r  a s  th e  

r e s u l t s  were known or w ith in  my c o n s c io u s n e s s — n am ely , o n ly  

fo r  \tfiat i s  in  my p u r p o se . The accom plishm ent o f  my pur

p o se  c o n ta in s  th e  i d e n t i t y  o f ray w i l l  and th a t  o f  o t h e r s .  * 

lily s u b j e c t iv e  e n d s , when a c c o m p lish e d , are o b j e c t i f i e d ,  and 

in  th e  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n  o f  them I p a s s  beyond th e  s im p le  and 

e le m en ta ry  s u b j e c t i v i t y — which i s  m e r e ly  my own— in t o  a  new 

s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  vfcich i s  i d e n t i c a l  w ith  me and i s  a l s o  t h e  

v d .ll o f  o t h e r s .  T h is new s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s  u n iv e r s a l  su b je c 

t i v i t y .

To th e  w i l l  o f  o th e r s  both  m oral and l e g a l  a c t io n s  

m ust n e e d s  b ear r e l a t i o n .  As H egel s a y s ,  from  th e  s t r i c t  

s ta n d p o in t  o f  l e g a l  r ig h t  an a c t  has " o n ly  a  n e g a t iv e  r e f e r 

en ce  t o  th e  w i l l  o f  o th e r s  s in c e  th a t  r e f e r e n c e  i s  in  r ig h t  

m ere ly  th e  n e g a t iv e  p r o p o sa l to  keep my p r o p e r ty  or th e  w orth  

o f  i t .  and t o  l e t  o th e r s  keep  t h e i r s . In m o r a ls , on th e  con



t r a r y ,  th e  r e l a t io n  o f my w i l l  t o  t h a t  o f o th e r s  i s  p o s i t iv e *  

t h a t ,  w h ich  th e  s u b j e c t iv e  w i l l  r e a l i s e s ,  c o n ta in s  th e  u n i

v e r s a l  w i l l . . .  In  r ig h t  my w i l l  i s  r e a l i z e d  in  p ro p er ty *  

and th e r e  i s  no room f o r  any r e fe r e n c e  o f  th e  w i l l  o f  o th e r s  

t o  my w i l l *  But m o r a l i ty  t r e a t s  o f  th e  w e l l - b e in g  o f  o th e r s  

a l s o .  At t h i s  p o in t  t h i s  p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n  t o  o th e r s  f i r s t  

makes i t s  a p p ea r a n c e .*  1 The l e g a l  and th e  m oral a c t io n s  a r e

th e r e fo r e  d i f f e r e n t *  b u t th e  fo rm er , a c c o r d in g  t o  H e g e l, c o n -
2

t a in s  o n ly  some e le m e n ts  o f  th e  l a t t e r *  M o r a lity  c o v e r s  

more th a n  l e g a l i t y ,  and in c lu d e s  i t *

The g o o d n ess o f an a c t ,  e i t h e r  l e g a l  or m o ra l, de

pend s upon i t s  in t e n t io n s  and m o t iv e s .  A m oral a c t  a lw ays  

I n v o lv e s  th r e e  f a c t o r s  w hich make an o th er  l o g i c a l  t r ia d i  an  

a c t ,  t o  be m o ra l, must (1 )  a cco rd  w ith  my p u r p o se , (2 )  have  

i t s  v a lu e  r e l a t i v e  t o  m e, and (3 )  have i t s  u n iv e r s a l  v a lu e  

to  o th e r s  ( th a t  i s ,  th e  good}*  3 *The m o tiv e  o f  a  deed  con

t a i n s  th e  m oral e le m e n t , w h ich  h a s  th e  tw o fo ld  p o s i t i v e  s i g 

n i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  u n iv e r s a l  w i l l  in  p u rp ose  and o f  th e  p a r 

t i c u la r  w i l l  in  in t e n t ! o n * tt 4  The u n i t y  o f  the c o n c e p tio n  

o f th e  g e n e r a l w i l l  w ith  th e  p a r t ic u la r  w i l l  i s  th e  good , 

W hich, a s  th e  e sa e n o e  o f  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  p a r t i c u la r  s u b j e c t ,  

i s  h i s  o b l ig a t io n *  in  i t s  a b s t r a c t  u n iv e r s a l  o h a r a c te r  i t

Op* o l t *« se c*  1 1 2 , A d d it lo n . I t a l i c s  m ine*  
2* l a i d *, se c *  1 1 3 , N o te *
3* f o l d * . s e c *  1 1 4 , A d d it io n .
4* I b i d *, s e c *  1 2 1 , A d d it io n . I t a l i c s  mine*



i s  d u ty .  As d u ty , i t  p r e s c r ib e s ,  "To d o  r i g h t ,  and t o  con

s id e r  on e’ s  own w e l l - b e in g ,  and th e  g e n e r a l w e l l - b e i n g ,  th e  

w e l l - b e in g  o f o t h e r s .  “ 1 Both r ig h t  ( R e c h t) and m o r a l i t y  

(H o r a H t& t) a r e  e q u a l ly  r o o te d  in  a b s o lu te  c o n fo r m ity  t o  

d u ty ; but in  a  m oral a c t  d u ty  rauBt be p o s i t i v e l y  done f o r  

d u ty f s  s a k e •

The t r ib u n a l  o f  com p etin g  m o tiv e s  and d is p u ta n t  in 

t e n t io n s  i s  c o n s c ie n c e .  H ereby i t  i s  p ro c la im ed  a s  a  d u ty  

t o  know th e  good and t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  i t  from  e v i l  w h ich  i s  

th e  o p p o s i t io n  o f  th e  s u b j e c t i v i t y  o f  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

w ith  a  p e c u l ia r l y  p a r t ic u la r  c o n ten t t o  u n i v e r s a l i t y ,  th a t  

i s ,  th e  n e g a t iv e  o f th e  g o o d . C o n sc ien ce  i s ,  in  a n o th er  

word, s e l f -a w a r e n e s s  in  d e te r m in in g  and ju d g in g  i t s  own con

t e n t .  H aving e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  i& o le  system  up cm a  th orou gh 

g o in g  r e l i g i o u s  m o t i f ,  H egel can not b u t f ir m ly  h o ld  t o  th e  

d i v i n i t y  o f  c o n s c ie n c e  in  t h i s  c o n n e c tio n  and m a in ta in  th e  

v o ic e  o f  c o n s c ie n c e  to  be th e  v o ic e  o f  th e  A b so lu te  M ind, 

th e  m essage o f  Ood. 2

E t h ic a l  O bservance i n  S o c ia l  I n s t i t u t i o n s . —  Con-

0p» c l t . .  s e c .  134*
2 .  Phenom enology o f M ind. B a i l l l e ' s  t r . ,  V o l .  I I ,  p .  6 6 4 , 

C o n so len o e ,  a s  a ff ir m e d  b y  H e g e l, i s  "moral g e n iu s  and 
o r i g i n a l i t y ,  w h ich  t a k e s  th e  in n e r  v o ic e  o f  i t s  imme
d ia t e  know ledge t o  bo a v o ic e  d iv in e }  and s i n c e  in  suoh  
know ledge i t  d i r e c t l y  knows e x is t e n c e  a s  w e l l ,  i t  i s  
d iv in e  c r e a t iv e  pow er, w hich c o n ta in s  l i v i n g  f o r c e  in  
i t s  v e r y  c o n c e p t io n . I t  i s  in  i t s e l f ,  t o o ,  d iv in e  w or
s h ip ,  ' s e r f l o c  o f  Sod.,' fo r  i t s  a c t io n  c o n s i s t s  in  be
h o ld in g  t h i s  i t s  own p rop er d i v i n i t y ."



s o ie n o e , w hich i s  an i n f i n i t e  s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  in  order t o  

c la im  i t s  p h a se s  to  b e  u n iv e r s a l  and o b j e c t iv e ,  m ust be 

i d e n t i c a l  w ith  th e  a b s t r a c t  u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  th e  g o o d . "The 

c o n c r e te  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  good and t h e  s u b j e c t iv e  w i l l ,  th e  

tr u th  o f  t h e s e  tw o , i s  c o m p le te  o n ly  in  th e  e t h i c a l  sy s tem ."  

/hen a c t u a l iz e d  in  th e  w o r ld , r ig h t  a s  th e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  

th e  in d iv id u a l  w i l l ,  and m o r a l i ty  a s  th e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  

s u b j e c t iv e  c o n s c ie n c e ,  m ight go a r b i t r a r y  or non-m oral or 

even e v i l  i f  l e f t  in  t h e i r  i s o l a t i o n .  They can n ot c la im  to  

be r a t io n a l  u n le s s  u n ite d  and s y n th e s iz e d  by s o c i o - e t h i c a l  

o b serv a n ce  ( S l t t l l c h k e l t ) a s  en co u n tered  in  suoh s o c i a l  in 

s t i t u t i o n s  a s  th e  fa m ily  ( t h e s i s ) ,  th e  c i v i c  community (an

t i t h e s i s ) ,  and t h e  s t a t e  ( s y n t h e s i s ) .  R igh t and d u ty , i f  

r a t io n a l  a t  a l l ,  must c o in c id e  and do c o in c id e  o n ly  in  th e  

i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  u n iv e r s a l  and th e  p a r t i c u la r  w i l l s .  Under 

t h i s  p r in c ip le  o f  i d e n t i t y  t h e y  can be a c t u a l iz e d  o n ly  in  

s o c i o - e t h i c a l  l i f e .  T h e ir  r a t i o n a l i t y  i s  th e r e fo r e  a m atter  

o f s o c i a l  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  w h ich  form s t h e i r  common u n if y in g  

grou n d . Any human c o n d u c t , i f  l e g a l  or m oral a t  a l l ,  must 

n e c e s s a r i l y  be s o c i o - e t h i c a l .  I t s  l e g a l i t y  and m o r a lity  a r e  

determ in ed  by th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  u n iv e r s a l  and th e  p a r t i 

c u la r  w i l l s ,  or in  a n o th er  word, by th e  c o rresp o n d en ce  be

tween a d a p tiv e  and n orm ative  f a c t o r s  th a t  m o tiv a te  i t .  I f  

prompted in  c o n f l i c t  w ith  th e  common s e n s e  o f  th e  com m unity,

1 .  H e g e l’ s  P h ilo so p h y  o f  R ig h t , s e c .  1 4 1 .
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sp on tan eou s i n c l i n a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  d i c t a t e s  o f  c o n s c ie n c e  

must be r e s i s t e d *  Humanity i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  grounded on s o 

c i a l i t y *

S o c ie t y  d i s c i p l i n e s  th e  in d iv id u a l*  The l a t t e r  i s  

in  th e  lo n g  run r e g u la te d  by th e  d i c t a t e s  o f  s o o i a l  l i f e —  

th e  e t h i c a l  ord er— w hich are p r e s c r ib e d  by th e  v a r io u s  s o 

c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s *  S o c ia l  l i f e  i s  a  p r o o e a s  o f e d u c a t io n ,  

and e d u c a t io n  i s  c u ltu r e *  I t  i s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  in  t h e  l i f e  

p r o c e s s  o f  d ev e lo p m en t, and alm s p r im a r i ly  a t  o h a r a c te r -  

fo r m a tio n . T h e r e fo r e , H egel s a y s ,  "Pedagogy i s  th e  a r t  o f  

making men e t h i c a l ."  * In p la c e  o f n a tu r a l e d u c a t io n  p ro 

pounded b y  R o u sseau , H egel se e m in g ly  a d v o o a te s  s o c i a l  edu

c a t io n — w hich  i s  i n  h i s  e y e s  v e r y  n a tu r a l from  th e  b e g in n in g —  

in  h i s  c o n te n t io n  th a t  no one can  su o ceed  in  a l i e n a t i n g  man 

from th e  la w s o f  th e  w orld  th a t  a r e  c o n s t a n t ly  r e g u la t in g  

them , and th a t  " on ly  tfien  th e  in d iv id u a l  i s  a  c i t i z e n  o f  a
o

good s t a t e ,  d o e s  he r e c e iv e  h i s  r ig h t ."

The s o o i a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  in  w h ich  th e  s o c i o - e t h i c a l  

id e a  i s  em bodied are  m a n if e s ta t io n s  o f th e  a b s o lu t e ,  u n iv e r 

s a l  w i l l *  As n orm ative  f a c t o r s  th e y  a r e ,  h ow ever, not a r t i 

f i c i a l l y  or a r b i t r a r i l y  in v e n te d , but are grounded on a  ra 

t io n a l  n e o e s s l t y *  They are  n e c e s s a r y  r e la t io n s *  They p r e 

s c r ib e  c e r t a in  s o c i o - e t h i c a l  c r e e d s ,  th e  c o n fo r m ity  o f  a c t io n

Op* P i t *, se c *  1 5 1 , A d d itio n *  
2* to ld**, s e c .  1 5 3 , A d d itio n *
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t o  w hich i s  c a l l e d  e t h i c a l  ob servan ce*  E th ic a l  ob servan ce  

in  th e  f a m ily  c o v e r s  th e  prob lem s o f m a r r ia g e , fa m ily  m eans, 

and e d u c a tio n  o f c h ild r e n *  As th e  fa m ily  r e v e a ls  th e  d i r e c t ,  

n a tu r a l e t h i c a l  s p i r i t ,  th e  f e e l i n g  o f  lo v e  i s  th e  bend* I t  

g r a d u a lly  in c r e a s e s  in  B iz e  u n t i l  i t  d is r u p t s  and s e p a r a te s  

in t o  a  number o f  f a m i l i e s  v h o se  n e c e s s a r y  r e l a t io n s  g iv e  

r i s e  t o  t h e  c i v i c  community* The c i v i c  community i s  an  

a s s o c ia t io n  o f  members or in d ep en d en t in d iv id u a ls  in  a f o r 

mal u n i v e r s a l i t y ,  w hich i s  o c c a s io n e d  by eoonom ic n e e d s , and 

i s  p r e se r v e d  b y  law  under th e  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  th e  c o u r t  

fo r  th e  s e c u r i t y  o f on ef s p e rso n  and p r o p e r ty , and b y  an 

e x te r n a l  sy stem  o f  p o l i c e  and c o r p o r a t io n  f o r  th e  p a r t ic u 

la r  i n t e r e s t  a s  a  common in t e r e s t *  I t  p r e s c r ib e s  th e  bond 

o f  m utual need  in  th e  form  o f  custom  ( S i t t e ) and law  ( P e s e t a ) •  

AS r eg a r d s  th e  e x t r i n s i c  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een  l e g a l 

i t y  and m o r a l i t y ,  lU r th e r  th a n  Kant and F io h te ,  H egel pro

c e e d s  t o  c o n s id e r  la w  and m ora ls a s  th e  p e c u l ia r  demands o f  

p r a c t i c a l  reason *  H en ce, r a t i o n a l i t y  i s  t h e  common b a s i s  

o f l e g a l i t y  and m o r a lity *  L e g a l i t y  i s  more c e r t a i n  and u n i

v e r s a l  th an  m o r a l i ty — w hich  i s  m er e ly  a  g e n e r a l ly  a c c e p te d  

mode o f  a c t io n — s in c e  la w  d i f f e r s  from  custom  or m orals by  

i t s  d e f i n i t e  c o d i f i c a t i o n ,  p u b l ic  p r o m u lg a tio n , and eom pul- 

Bory observan ce*  The d i c t a t e s  o f  c o n s c ie n c e ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  

th o s e  con cern ed  w ith  th e  w i l l  in  i t s  m ost p r iv a t e  s u b j e c t iv 

i t y  and p a r t i c u l a r i t y ,  can not b e  th e  o b je c t  o f  p o s i t i v e  

l e g i s l a t i o n *  But la w  (P e s e ta )  i s  r ig h t  (R ech t) e s t a b l i s h e d
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w ith  v a l i d i t y *  I t  i a  p o s i t i v e  r ig h t  in  g e n e r a l*  The c o u r t  

of j u s t i c e  must r e c o g n iz e  and r e a l i z e  i t  in  ea ch  s p e c i a l  

ca se  w ith o u t th e  s u b j e c t iv e  i n s t i g a t i o n  o f  p r iv a t e  i n t e r e s t s *  

The s ta n d a r d  o f  a l l  law  and r i  ;ht i s  not f i x e d  b u t v a r i e s  

w ith  th e  v a r io u s  s t a g e s  o f c u ltu r e  and s e l f - c o n s c io u s n e s s  

th a t  h i s t o r y  r e v e a l s .  Thus, b etw een  Kant and H egel th e  s t a 

t i c  c o n c e p tio n  o f  t h in g s ,  id e a s ,  and i d e a l s ,  p a s s e s  over to  

the dynam ic, f l e x i b l e  on e . B u t, fo l lo w in g  K ant, H egel h o ld s  

to  th e  r e t r i b u t i v e  th e o r y  o f p e n a lty  in  term s o f su p p r e s s io n  

of c r im e , in ju r y  o f  an in j u r y ,  or th e  n e g a t io n  o f th e  nega

t io n  o f  r ig h t  by th e  u n iv e r s a l  w i l l ,  f o r  th e  pu rp ose o f  m ain

t a in in g  or e s t a b l i s h in g  th e  e q u il ib r iu m  o f th e  s o c i a l  order  

and u n i t y  th e  c r im in a l h as d is tu r b e d *  1

The c i v i c  community p resu p p o ses  th e  s t a t e ,  and r e 

l i e s  on th e  s e lf -d e p e n d e n t  s t a t e  fo r  i t s  s u b s is t e n c e *  In  h i s  

th e o r y  o f  th e  s t a t e  H egel l e a v e s  out th e  id e a  o f  s o c i a l  co n 

t r a c t ,  n o tw ith s ta n d in g  h i s  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

of th e  s t a t e  t o  th e  u tm ost e x te n t  he c a n *  . The s t a t e  i s  

trje h ig h e s t  form  o f th e  d iv in e  w i l l ,  th e  u lt im a te  n orm ative  

f a c t o r  o f  human con d u ct*  I t  i s  " the march o f  God in  th e

w orld ; i t s  ground or cau se  i s  th e  power o f  Reason r e a l i z i n g
2

i t s e l f  a s  w i l l . *  a n b ra o in g  and a b so r b in g  a l l  th e  s m a lle r  

s o c i e t i e s  and i n d iv id u a l s ,  th e  s t a t e  a s  th e  com p lete  u n i t y

1* v .  », s e c s . 1Q1—102*
2 . Ibld.Y  sec* 258, Addition.
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o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  and th e  u n iv e r s a l  r e v e a ls  a  tw o fo ld  s i g n i f i 

cance* i t  i s  th e  r e a l i t y  o f  th e  s o c i o - e t h i c a l  id e a ,  and in  

i t s  c u l t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  a s p e c t  i t  i s  no lo n g e r  « R ech ts-  

s ta a t*  hut '*KSulturstaatrt e v e r  in  th e  m aking. The h ig h e s t  

du ty  o f th e  in d iv id u a l  i s  to  he a  member o f  th e  s t a t e  so  

th a t  he aan have h i s  t r u t h ,  r e a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  and e t h i c a l  s t a 

t u s .  Such b e in g  th e  c a s e ,  sm a ll  wonder th a t  H egel sk ip p ed  

th e  problem  o f  th e  r ig h t  o f  r e b e l l i o n  on th e  p a r t  o f th e  i n 

d iv id u a l a g a in s t  th e  s t a t e .

As an i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n c e p t ,  th e  id e a  o f  th e  s t a t e

i s  m a n ife s te d  in  t h r e e  p h ases*  (1 )  a s  a  s e l f - r e f e r r i n g  or

gan ism , i t  i s  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  or in t e r n a l  p o l i t y ?  (h ) p a s s 

in g  in to  a  r e l a t io n  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  s t a t e  t o  o th e r  s t a t e s  

i t  i s  th e  in t e r n a t io n a l  la w  or e x te r n a l  p o l i t y ?  and (3 ) a s  

a u n iv e r s a l ,  s y n t h e t ic  id e a ,  i t  h as a b s o lu te  a u t h o r i t y  over  

in d iv id u a l  s t a t e s — th e  a b s o lu t e  B p lr it  r e v e a le d  in  th e  p ro 

c e s s  o f  w o r ld - h is t o r y .  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  d e term in ed  by  

th e  p o l i t l o a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  uf a  p e o p le ,  and i s  th e r e fo r e  

th e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  t h e i r  s p i r i t  and c u ltu r e  a t  a  g iv e n  t im e .

I t s  a c tu a l  e f f i c i e n t  o p e r a tio n  i s  th e  governm ent w hich  i s  

th e  in d iv id u a l  embodiment o f  th e  g e n e r a l w i l l .  L ike la w  and  

m o r a ls , i t  i s  an a b s o lu te  demand o f p r a c t i c a l  r e a s o n , and 

i s  p l a s t i c  w h ile  in  th e .c o u r s e  of e v o lu t io n .

As t o  th e  th r e e  pow ers o f th e  governm ent, Kegen ad

v o c a te s  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  th e  e x e c u t iv e  ( in o lu d in g  th e  j u d i 

c i a l ) ,  and th e  m onarch ic  t o  w hich s o v e r e ig n ty  i s  a s c r ib e d .
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The l a s t  i s  th e  u n ify in g  fo r o e  o f th e  f i r s t  two* The p e r so n 

a l i t y  o f  th e  s t a t e  i s  th e  c o n c r e te  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  w i l l s  and 

i s  r e p r e se n te d  by th e  monarch i s  p r e s e n te d  by n a tu r e ,  

th a t i s ,  b y  b ir t h  or n a tu r a l means* To H e g e l, a s  a  lo y a l  

champion o f  t h e  P r u s s ia n  s t a t e ,  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m onarchy i s  

the t y p i c a l  ach ievem en t o f th e  modern w o r ld , in  w h ich  th e  

th r e e  fo rm s , a u to c r a c y , a r i s t o c r a c y ,  and dem ocracy, are  com

prehended} s in c e  th e  p r in c e  r e p r e s e n ts  th e  o n e , th e  e x e c u t iv e  

th e  f e w , and th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  th e  many, and a l l  o f  them par

t i c i p a t e  in  law -m aleing, w hich i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  th e  u n i t y  o f  

th e  s t a t e  and i t s  w i l l .  He d oes n ot b e l ie v e  in  th e  e f f i c a c y  

o f th e  m a jo r ity  r u le  and lias no sym pathy fo r  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  

p e o p le  on th e  ground th a t  th e  h ig h e s t  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  have  

n e c e s s a r i l y  d eep er  and more com p rehensive in s ig h t  in to  th e

w ork ings and n e ed s o f  th e  s t a t e ,  and a l s o  g r e a t e r  s k i l l  and
1

w ider p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e ,  than th e  m asses o f p e o p le  do* 

T hose who know th e  s t a t e  can r u le  w e l l  and th e r e fo r e  sh o u ld  

r u le *  The tr u e  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  o f  th ejB ta te  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  

found in  th e  b u r e a u c r a t ic  form  o f  governm ent*

In th e  p h a se  of e x te r n a l  p o l i t y ,  H e g e l's  v iew  o f  

war a s  an I n e v i t a b le  I n c id e n t  in  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  and p re 

s e r v a t io n  o f  n a t io n a l  s e c u r i t y ,  s t a b i l i t y ,  end in d iv id u a l -  
2

i t y ,  was in  f a c t  a  prpd uct o f  e x i s t in g  Gterraan n a t io n a lis m

Op* o l t * . s e c *  3 0 1 , H ote*  
2 •  I b id * . s e c s • 3 2 4 , 334*
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and germ o f  l a t e r  German im p e r ia lism *  I t  ia  th e  e s s e n t i a l  

p o in t  o f th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f a  p e o p le  th a t  th e y  b u i ld  and main

ta in  a  s t a t e .  A p e o p le  w ith o u t p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  has 

no h is to r y *  I n c lu d in g  in t e r n a l  and e x te r n a l  p o l i t y ,  h ia to iy  

i s  "embodiment o f  s p i r i t  in  th e  form o f  e v e n t s ."   ̂ The h i s 

t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s  r e v e a ls  th e  p e c u l ia r  s p i r i t  o f  a  p e o p le .  The 

v /o r ld - s p ir i t  i s  r e v e a le d  in  th e  w o r ld -h is to r y — in  itB  fo u r  

p h a se s , th e  O r ie n t a l ,  th e  G reek , th e  Roman, and th e  German, 

th e  l a s t  b e in g  th e  crow ning p h a se  o f  human o u l t u r e .

C* The Koonomio Approach— Marx

Roonomlc Determlntn-an .— As h i s  e a r ly  a d m ir a tio n  and

en th u sia sm  had se e m in g ly  l e d  to  h i s  l a t e r  in c l i n a t i o n s  t o

i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n se r v a t ism  and s t a t e  c o l l e c t i v i s m ,

fo r  H egel th e  ta c k  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  in  i t s  p r a c t i c a l  r e s p e c t

was s im p ly  t o  in t e r p r e t  th e  movement o f  th e  u n iv e r s a l  s p i r i t

as a lr e a d y  r e v e a le d  in  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  but not in  any
2

se n se  t o  p ro p h esy  or to  o o n s t iu o t  p r o m is in g  i d e a l s ;  where

a s  th e  than  new s o c i a l  s p i r i t  was b e g in n in g  t o  demand s o c i a l

1 • Op. o l t . .  s e e .  3 4 6 .
2 .  i b i d . .  A uthor’ s  P r e f a c e ,  p p . x x v i i l - x x i x .  "As f o r  th e  

in d iv id u a l ,  e v e r y  one i s  a  son  o f  h i s  t im e; so  p h i lo s o 
phy a l s o  i s  i t s  tim e apprehended in  th o u g h ts .  I t  i s  j u s t  
a s  f o o l i s h  to  fa n c y  th a t  an y  p h ilo s o p h y  can tra n sc en d  i t s  
p r e s e n t  w o r ld , a s  th a t  an  I n d iv id u a l  c o u ld  le a p  out o f  
h i s  tim e  or jump o v er  R h od es. I f  a  th e o r y  t r a n s g r e s s e s  
i t s  t im e ,  and b u i ld s  up a  w orld  a s  i t  ought t o  b e ,  i t  has 
an e x i s t e n c e  m e r e ly  in  t h e  u n s ta b le  e lem en t o f  o p in io n ,  
w hich g iv e s  room t o  e v e r y  w andering fa n c y ."
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j u s t i c e  and a  r e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  s o c i e t y  fo r  th e  s a lv a t io n  o f  

the s u f f e r in g  m a sses  o f  p eo p le*  T h is  d e f i c i e n c y  o f  H egel 

was f a i r l y  su p p la n te d  by K arl Marx (1 8 1 8 -1 8 8 3 ) , a  Young 

H e g e lia n , vfao p r o fe s s e d  h im s e l f  a  p ro p h et a s  w e l l  a s  a  p ro 

d u c t o f  h is  a ge*

The H eg e lia n  p h ilo s o p h y  r e a l l y  c o n ta in s  two se p a r 

a b le  p a r ts — th e  d i a l e c t i c  method and th e  A b so lu te  Id e a , name

l y ,  method and su b sta n o e*  Towards th e  end o f  th e  f i r s t  de

cade a f t e r  H e g e l’ s  d e a th  th e  an tagon ism  b etw een  th e s e  grew  

in t o  th e  sc h ism  b etw een  th e  Young H e g e lia n s ,  headed by Lud

w ig  F euerbach 1 ( 1 8 0 4 - 1 8 7 2 ) who c lu n g  o n ly  t o  th e  d i a l e c 

t i c  method and l in e d  up a lo n g  th e  l e f t  w ing under th e  banner  

o f  r a d ic a l is m — and th e  orth od ox  f o l lo w e r s  who c o n tin u e d  t r u e  

t o  th e  A b so lu te  I d e a . I t  v/as p r im a r i ly  th e  s y n t h e t ic  com

b in a t io n  o f  F eu erb a ch ’ s  n a tu r a lism  and H e g e l’ s  d i a l e c t i c

th a t  le d  Marx t o  t h e  th e o r y  o f  econom ic d eterm in ism — t o  th e
2

econom ic in t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  h i s t o r y  in  p a r t ic u la r *

Under th e  p e r s u a s io n  o f h i s  f a t h e r — a J e w ish  law yer  

and a  P r o t e s t a n t  c o n v e r t—Marx s t a r t e d  h i s  academ ic c a r e e r

1 .  H eg e l* s  c o n c e p t io n  o f  th e  d i a l e c t i c  movement o f  th e  Ab
s o lu t e  H ind— o f  w hich n a tu re  i s  but one m a n ife s ta t io n —  
was in  th e  e y e s  o f  Feuerbach m ere ly  a  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  mask 
o f th e  d iv in e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  w orld*  He th e n  in v e r te d  
th e  H e g e lia n  s y s te m , and r a is e d  m a te r ia lism  t o  the th ro n e*  
A aoordlng t o  h im , man i s  what h e  e a t s  (P er Mensoh 1st was 
e r  i s s t ) .  and i s  th e  c e n te r  o f  a l l  th in g s *  Sods a r e  but 
c r e a tu r e s  o f  human im a g in a t io n s • o f  F eu erb a ch ’ s  fu r th e r  
c r i t i c i s m  o f  H egel from  a  H e g e lia n  s ta n d p o in t ,  Marx 
v o ic e d  h i s  e n t h u s ia s t i c  ap p rova l*

2 .  Of* S e lig m a n , The Economic I n te r p r e ta t io n  o f  H is to r y ,  p*
23 •



a a  a s tu d e n t  o f ju r isp r u d e n c e  w h ile  w ith  h i s  prim ary in t e r 

e s t  in  th e  s t u d ie s  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  and h i s t o r y .  I t  was n o t  

u n t i l  he found h im s e lf  a s  e d i t o r  o f  th e  R h e ln la o h e  Z e ltu n g  

(1 8 4 2 -1 8 4 3 ) in v o lv e d  in  th e  d i s c u s s io n s  c o n c e r n in g  c u r r e n t  

econom ic problem s and brough t th e r e b y  in to  o o n ta o t  w ith  

French s o o ia l ia m  and communism t h a t  h e  tu r n e d  to  th e  s tu d y  

o f  econom ic s u b j e c t s .   ̂ A fte r  th e  R h e ln ia c h e  Z e itu n g  had 

been su p p re ssed  by th e  governm ent in  1 8 4 3 , Marx went t o  

P a r i s ,  where in  1844 he met F r e d e r ic k  SngelB  (1 8 2 0 -1 8 9 5 ) ,  

h i s  m ost im portant l i f e  f r i e n d ,  and became a  s o c i a l i s t  la r g e 

l y  owing to  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  S a in t-S im o n  and Proudhon.

M eanw hile, he a r r iv e d  d e f i n i t e l y  a t h i s  t l  e o ry  o f  econom ic  
2

d eterm in i Bm. He was now c o n f id e n t  th a t  th e  g e n e r a l 8 t r u e -

1 .  Marx w ent in  1836  to  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  B e r l in  where He
g e l  *8 in f lu e n o e  h e ld  sw a y . At t h a t  t im e , no d o u b t, he 
cou ld  n ot f a i l  t o  p e r c e iv e  t h a t  th e  H e g e lia n  p h ilo s o p h y  
had d e v e lo p e d  and would d e v e lo p  s id e  b y  s id e  w ith  th e  
Prusso-G erm an b o u r g e o i s i e .  For h i s  P h . D . d e g r e e  w hich  
he r e c e iv e d  from th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Jena  in  1 8 4 1 , he 
w rote h i s  t h e s i s  On th e  D if f e r e n c e  betw een  th e  D em oorl- 
te a n  and th e  S p lcu rea n  Natural^ p h A loson h y . w h ich  e v id e n t 
l y  r e v e a le d  M s  e a r ly  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  m a te r ia l is m . At 
th e  op en in g  o f 1842 he j o in e d  th e  p r e s s  organ o f  th e  
R h eln laoh e  Z e itu n g  a t  C o lo g n e .

2 .  v .  A . C o n tr ib u tio n  t o  th e  C r it iq u e  o f  P o l l t l o a l  Economy. 
S to n e 's  t r « ,  A u t h o r s  P r e /a o e ,  p p . 1 0 - 1 3 .  Xfarx w r i t e s !
Tho f i r s t  work u n d ertak en  f o r  th e  s o l u t i o n  o f  th e  ques
t i o n  th a t  tr o u b le d  me, was a  c r i t i c a l  r e v i s io n  o f  H e g e l's  
" P h ilo so p h y  o f  Lawj* th e  in t r o d u c t io n  t o  t h a t  work appear
ed in  th e  ‘D e u tsc h -F r a n stiisc h e  Jahrbilicher, rt p u b lish e d
i n  P a r is  in  1 8 4 4 . I  was l e d  by my s t u d i e s  to  th e  c o n c lu 
s io n  th a t  l e g a l  r e l a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  form s o f  s t a t e  
co u ld  n e i t h e r  be u n d ersto o d  b y  th e m s e lv e s ,  nor e x p la in e d  
b y  th e  s o - c a l l e d  g e n e r a l p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  human m ind, 
but t h a t  th e y  a r e  r o o te d  in  th e  m a te r ia l  c o n d it io n s  o f  
l i f e . . .  The g e n e r a l c o n c lu s io n  a t  w hich I a r r iv e d  and
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tu r e  o f  human s o o i e t y  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  p r o o e ss  o f  s o c i a l  ev o 

lu t io n  i s  d e term in ed  by th e  modes o f  p r o d u ctio n  and exch an ge  

o f  th e  com m od ities r e q u ir e d  f o r  th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  human 

n e e d s , and th a t  th e  b a s ic  f a c t o r s  o f  s o c i a l  oh an ges a r e  to  

he sou gh t not in  m en's m en ta l s a g a c i t y  or  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a t 

ta in m e n ts , hut in  ohanges in  th e  econom ic fo r c e s *

As r e g a r d s  th e  com ponents o f human s o c i e t y ,  Marx 

ta k e s  n o t th e  in d iv id u a ls  but th e  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  a s  u n i t s ,  

r eg a r d in g  groups a s  f a r  more r e a l  and c r e a t iv e  than  i n d i 

v id u a l p e r so n s  in  i s o l a t io n *  H is id e a  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  ev o 

l u t io n  o f  th e  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  on th e  concep

t io n  of c la s s  s t r u g g le ,  w hose b a s i s  i s  c l a s s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  

w hich i s  a  p rod u ct o f econom ic f o r c e s .  The p r o c e s s  o f  h i s 

t o r y ,  aB u n d e r la in  by th e  d evelop m en t o f econom ic f o r c e s ,  i s  

hut a s e r i e s  o f  c la o s - s t r u g g le a — s t r u g g le s  f o r  th e  econom ic  

e x p lo i t a t io n  and th e  p o l i t i c a l  d o m in a tio n  o f  one c l a s s  by  

an oth er*  As Marx, t o g e t h e r  w ith  E n g e ls ,  sa y s  in  t h e i r  Com-

w h ic h , once r e a c h e d , c o n tin u e d  t o  se r v e  a s  th e  le a d in g  th r ea d  
in  my s t u d ie s ,  may be b r i e f l y  Bummed up a s  f o l lo w s !  In  th e  
s o c i a l  p ro d u ctio n  w h ich  men o a r r y  on th e y  e n te r  in t o  d e f i 
n i t e  r e l a t io n s  t h a t  are in d is p e n s a b le  and In depend en t o f  t h e i r  
w i l l )  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s  o f p r o d u c tio n  co rresp o n d  t o  a  d e f i n i t e  
s ta g e  o f  developm ent o f  t h e i r  m a te r ia l  pow ers o f  p ro d u ctio n *  
The sum t o t a l  o f  th e s e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u ctio n  c o n s t i t u t e s  
the econom ic s tr u c tu r e  o f  s o o i e t y — th e  r e a l  fo u n d a t io n , on 
w hich r i s e  l e g a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s u p e r s tr u c tu r e s  and t o  w hich  
corresp on d  d e f i n i t e  form s o f s o c i a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s *  The mode 
o f p r o d u c tio n  in  m a te r ia l  l i f e  d e ter m in e s  th e  g e n e r a l  c h a r -  
a o te r  o f  th e  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l  p r o c e s s e s  o f  
l i f e *  I t  i s  n o t th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  men th a t  d e te r m in e s  
t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e ,  b u t ,  on th e  c o n tr a r y , t h e i r  s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e  
d e ter m in e s  t h e i r  c o n s c io u s n e s s *
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m uniat M a n ife s to  (1 8 4 7 )*  1

The h i s t o r y  o f a l l  h i t h e r t o  e x i s t i n g  s o c i e t y  
I s  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  c l a s s  s t r u g g le s #

Freeman and s l a v e ,  p a t r ic ia n  and p le b e ia n ,  
lo r d  and s e r f ,  g u ild -m a s te r  and journeym an, in  
a word, o p p re sso r  and o p p r e sse d , s to o d  in  con 
s ta n t  o p p o s it io n  to  one a n o th e r , c a r r ie d  on an 
u n in te r r u p te d , now h id d e n , now open f i g h t ,  a  
f i g h t  th a t  each tim e  en d ed , e i t h e r  in  a  r e v o lu 
t io n a r y  r e - c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  a t  l a r g e ,  or  
in  th e  common r u in  o f  th e  c o n ten d in g  c l a s s e s .

In  th e  e a r l i e r  ep och s of h i s t o r y ,  we f in d  a l 
m ost everyw here a  c o m p lic a ted  arrangem ent o f  so 
c i e t y  in to  v a r io u s  o r d e r s , a  m a n ifo ld  g r a d u a tio n  
o f  s o c i a l  rank# In a n o ie n t  Rome we have p a t r i 
c ia n s ,  k n ig h t s ,  p le b e ia n s ,  s l a v e s ;  in  th e  m id d le  
a g e s ,  fe u d a l l o r d s ,  v a s s a l s ,  g u i ld - m a s te r s ,  jo u r 
neym en, a p p r e n t ic e s ,  s e r f s ;  in  a lm o st a l l  of th e s e  
c l a s s e s ,  a g a in , su b o r d in a te  g r a d a t io n s#

The modern b o u rg e o is  s o o i e t y  th a t  h a s  sp r o u t
ed from  th e  r u in s  o f  fe u d a l s o o i e t y ,  h as n o t done  
away w ith  c l a s s  an tagon ism s#  I t  h a s  but e s t a b 
l i s h e d  new c l a s s e s ,  new c o n d it io n s  o f  o p p r e s s io n ,  
new form s o f  s t r u g g le  in  p la c e  of th e  o ld  ones#

Our e p o ch , th e  epoch o f th e  b o u r g e o is ie ,  p o s
s e s s e s ,  h ow ever, t h i s  d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e ;  i t  h a s  
s im p l i f ie d  th e  o l a s s  an tagon ism s#  S o o ie t y  a s  a  
w hole i s  more and more s p l i t t i n g  up in t o  tw o  
g r e a t  h o s t i l e  cam ps, in t o  two g r e a t  c l a s s e s  d i r 
e c t l y  f a c in g  each  o th e r :  B o u r g e o is ie  and P r o le 
t a r i a t #

The econom ic in t e r p r e t a t io n  o f h i s t o r y  e la b o r a te d  by Marx, 

i s  e x p e c te d  by E n g e ls  tt t o  do f o r  h i s t o r y  what D a r w in ^
o

th e o r y  h as done f o r  b io lo g y # "  For M arx, th e  h i s t o r i o  march 

o f  th e  A b so lu te  in  th e  d i a l e c t i c  m anner, w hich H egel ca n -

1# A u th o r ized  E n g lis h  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  p p . 12 -13#  
2» p* 8#
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o e iv e d  o f  a s  c u l t u r a l  and s p i r i t u a l ,  1b bu t th e  march o f  

econom ic n e c e s s i t y  s in c e  e v e r y  c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r ,  e v e r y  id e o 

l o g i c a l  m o tiv e  in  h i s t o r y ,  i s  m ere ly  a  su b lim a tio n  o f  econ o

mic f o r c e s .

Econom ic B a s is  o f Law and M o ra ls . —  I f  econom ic f o r 

c e s  are  th e  u lt im a te  d e te r m in in g  f a c t o r s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  th e y  

can d eterm in e  human oon d u ct th rou gh  v a r io u s  c r e e d s  th e y  

m ould. Marx*s sy s te m , h ow ever, i s  f a r  from  any con cern  w ith  

th e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  q u e s t io n  o f  human m o tiv e s  w hich d e ter m in e s  

th e  a c t io n s  o f  in d iv id u a l  m en. * L o g ic a l ly  ape e k in g  from  

the M arxian s t a n d p o in t ,  human a c t io n  i s  d eterm in ed  not s o  

much by in n e r  m o tiv e s  a s  b y  r e s p o n s e s  to  su ch  o u ter  s t im u li  

as d isc h a r g e d  from  th e  e x i s t i n g  econom ic c o n d i t io n s .  A c tio n  

i s  a lw ays r e a c t i o n - - r e a c t i o n  t o  econom ic f o r c e s .  The law  

and m orals o f  a  community are in  th e  l a s t  a n a ly s i s  o n ly  o u ter  

e x p r e s s io n s  o f th e  econom ic f o r c e s  w ith in  i t .  Of le g a l is m  

and m oralism  a l i k e  s o c ia l i s m  i s  th e  common b a s i s .

New means o f p r o d u c tio n  b r in g  about new modes o f  p r o 

d u c t io n , w h ich  in  tu r n  c r y s t a l l i z e  new ways o f  l i f e  and de

mand new law  and m o r a ls . ¥ i t h  t h e i r  s o c i a l  s t r u c tu r e  baaed  

on econom ic f o r o e s ,  men have t o  rem odel t h e i r  c r e e d s  and 

id e a s  a c c o r d in g  to  t h e i r  e v e r  d e v e lo p in g  s o c i a l  r e l a t io n s h ip s .  

M orals and law  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  c o n v e n t io n a l in  n a tu re  and su b -

1.  M arx, C a p it a l .  Eden and Sdar P a u l* a t r . ,  V o l .  I . ,  I n tr o 
d u c t io n , p .  x x .
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j e c t  to  c o n s ta n t  change* The l e g a l i t y  and th e  m o r a l i ty  o f  

human c o n d u c t , ae  in t e r p r e t e d  in  terras o f e x t r i n s i c  con form 

i t y  to  law  and m orals r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  a re  th u s  p la c e d  upon a  

common f l e x i b l e  b a s i s .

A nother s i g n i f i c a n t  p o in t  t o  w hich Marx c a l l s  th e  

s p e c ia l  a t t e n t io n  o f  hu m anity , i s  con cern ed  w ith  th e  p o s s i -  

b le  m onopoly o f law  and m o ra ls—-o f  l e g a l i t y  and m o r a lity —  

b th e  r u l in g  c l a s s .  Among a  group o f p e o p le  composed o f  

d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  o l a s s e s ,  w hether an a c t io n  i s  g o o d , depends  

upon th e  s ta n d a r d s  o f  th e  c l a s s  t o  w hich one belongs*  The 

feu d a l lo r d s  have t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  v i r t u e s ;  th e  c a p i t a l i s t s  

have t h e i r  own; and th e  c la s s - c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f th e  p r o le t a r 

ia n s  w i l l  form  th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  c l a s s  v i r t u e s .  In  th e  

e y e s  o f M arx, o n ly  su ch  b o u rg e o is  p h ilo s o p h e r s  l i k e  K an t, 

F ic h t e ,  and H e g e l,  w ould  j u s t i f y  th e  modern s t a t e  w hich i s  

e s s e n t i a l l y  a  c a p i t a l i s t  m achine* The e x i s t i n g  a o o ia l  order  

i s  th e  o r e a t lo n  o f  th e  p r e s e n t-d a y  r u l in g  o la s a - - t h e  bour

g e o i s i e — who b u i l t  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  order on the r u in s  o f  th e  

feu d a l sy stem  t h e y  had brok en  up* The kingdom , p roc la im ed  

fo r  f r e e  c o m p e t it io n , p e r so n a l l i b e r t y ,  and e q u a l i t y  b e fo r e  

th e  la w , h as tu r n e d  in t o  th e  p a r a d is e  of a l l  ooraraodity owners 

w h erein  t h e y  e n jo y  th e  m onopoly o f a l l  c l a s s  p r i v i l e g e s  and  

c a p i t a l i s t  b le s s in g s *  .Law, m o r a ls , and r e l i g i o n  a re  nowadays 

n o th in g  but "so many b o u r g e o is  p r e j u d ic e s ,  b eh in d  w hich  lu r k  

in  ambush j u s t  a s  many b o u r g e o is  i n t e r e s t s •" 1 w ith in  th e

1. Communist M anifesto* p* 27*
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b ou n d aries o f  dem ocracy th e r e  works one law  fo r  th e  r ic h  

and a n o th er  f o r  th e  p o o r . T hose who g a in  th e  u p per hand so  

e n t i r e ly  m on op o lize  th e  govern m en t. The French R e v o lu tio n  

BUtamed up in  h i$ i-a o u n d in g  w o rd s , L ib e r ty ,  E q u a lity ,  and 

F r a te r n ity ,  th e  r u l in g  m oral id e a ls  o f th e  t h ir d  e s t a t e j  

but th e  r e s u l t a n t  c l a s s  r u le — th e  b o u r g e o is  d om in ation — h as  

h i t h e r t o  a c q u le so e d  in  s la v e r y ,  i n e q u a l i t y ,  and e x p lo i t a 

t i o n .

W ith th e  grow ing c o n t r a d ic t io n  b etw een  th e  c h a n g in g  

s o c ia l  c o n d it io n s  and th e  s t a g n a t in g  law  and m ora ls o f th e  

r u l iu  • c l a s s ,  new m oral id e a ls  n a t u r a l ly  app ear on th e  s t a g e .  

They o r ig in a t e  in  th e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  r e a c t io n  o f  th e  r u le d  

o la s s — e c o n o m ic a lly  e x p lo i t e d  and s o c i a l l y  ig n o r e d — a g a in s t  

the in c r e a s in g  h y p o c r is y  and c y n ic ism  on th e  p a r t o f  th e  

h ig h  and m igh ty  r u le r s  and e x p lo i t e r s *  In th e  l i g h t  o f  su ch  

a d e v e lo p in g  d is c r e p a n c y  betw een  th e o r y  and p r a c t i c e ,  l e g a l 

i t y  te n d s  t o  in t o le r a b le  ty r a n n y , m o r a l i t y  t o  c o n s e r v a t iv e  

r e s t r a i n t .  U n le ss  new m oral id e a s  s t a r t  to  fu n c t io n  a s th e  

i n i t i a t i n g  and in s p ir in g  f o r c e s  o f p r o g r e s s ,  and u n le s s  con

s c ie n c e  d a res  t o  f i g h t  a g a in s t  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  m o r a l i ty  a g a in s t  

l e g a l i t y ,  hum anity w i l l  crum ble t o  d u s t ,  and th e  s a lv a t io n  

o f  th e  s u f f e r in g  m asses w i l l  c o n tin u e  h o p e l e s s .  A new m oral 

i d e a l ,  once r e a l i z e d  a t .  a l l ,  a lw ays c a l l s  f o r t h  s o c i a l  ohan ges  

e i t h e r  g r a d u a l ly  or su d d e n ly . I t  i s  r e a l i z a b le  o n ly  through  

an a l t e r a t io n  o f th e  e x i e t i n g  s o c i a l  o r d e r . A fte r  a  s o c i a l  

r e v o lu t io n  e n s u e s ,  a  new s o c i a l  ord er  w ith  a  new m o ra l, p o l l -
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t i c a l ,  and p h i lo s o p h ic  i d e a s ,  w i l l  be e s t a b l is h e d #

Such a d e c i s iv e  b a t t l e  betw een  c o n s c ie n c e  and con

s t i t u t i o n —'betw een m o r a lity  and l e g a l i t y — w i l l  be fo u g h t  

s id e  by s id e  w ith  th e  r e v o l t  o f  th e  p r o l e t a r ia t  a g a in s t  th e  

b o u r g e o is ie #  T h is  m ust have b een  a  sa o r ed  b e l i e f  o f  Marx 

s in o e  he s e t  out on h i s  m is s io n  t o  p reach  a new g o s p e l  o f  

u n iv e r s a l  s a lv a t io n  b e fo r e  w orking men o f a l l  c o u n tr ie s #  

Between H egel and Marx p h ilo s o p h y  th u s  tu rn ed  from  th e  l e o -  

tu re-room  to  th e  m a rk e t-p la c e  I

I d e a ls  a s  Q uldes o f  C onduct#—  H egel J u s t i f i e d  th e  

p a s t  and g l o r i f i e d  th e  p r e s e n t !  Llarx went erne s t e p  fu r th e r  

oo a s  t o  a n t ic ip a t e  th e  f u t u r e .  In  h i s  g r e a t  sy stem  o f  s o 

c i a l  id e a lis m  Marx p r e d ic te d  th e  d o w n fa ll o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  

c a p i t a l i s t  o r d e r , p r o p h e s ie d  th e  f i n a l  trium ph o f th e  Pro

l e t a r i a t  over th e  B o u r g e o is ie ,  and lo o k e d  forw ard w ith  J o y  

and hope to  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  th e  w orld  kingdom o f  o la a s -  

le B s  p r o le t a r ia n  e q u a ls#  To Marx h im s e lf  and t o  h is  f o l lo w 

e r s  a s  w e l l ,  th e s e  i d e a l s  are  t h e i r  g u id e s  o f  con d u ct and 

g o a ls  o f  s t r u g g le #

Marx*8 m a t e r i a l i s t  c o n c e p t io n  of h i s t o r y ,  l i k e  H e g e l 's  

s p i r i t u a l i s t  c o n c e p t io n , i s  a  d o c tr in e  o f  b ecom in g , o f  d ia 

l e c t i c  movement# A l l  c l a s s  s t r u g g le s  must t h e r e f o r e  ta k e  

p la c e  in  a ccord an ce  w ith  th e  d i a l e c t i c  p r o c e ss #  The P r o te s 

ta n t  R eform ation  in  Germany, th e  u p h eava l o f  C a lv in ism  in  

E n glan d , and th e  F rench R e v o lu t io n , are  in s t a n c e s  o f  o p p o s i

t io n  t o  f e u d a l a r is to c r a c y #  The con seq u en t p h a se— th e
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e x i s t i n g  c a p i t a l i s t i c  sy stem — i s  a l o g i c a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  s t a g e  

in  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  s o c i a l  e v o lu t io n *  The I n d u s t r ia l  R evolu

t io n  a s  in s ta n c e d  b y  th a t  in  England has c r e a te d  n o t o n ly  

a c la 3 s  o f  la r g e  m a n u fa ctu rin g  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  * t u t  a l s o  a  

c l a s s — a f a r  la r g e r  one— o f m an u factu rin g  w ork ing  men* The 

s o c i a l i s t  system  w i l l  be a n o th er  l o g i c a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  s t a g e i  

C a p ita lism  w i l l  e v e n t u a l ly  y i e l d  t o  s o c ia l i s m  in  th e  way 

fe u d a lism  gave way t o  i t *  J u s t  a s  th e  b o u r g e o is ie ,  c r e a te d  

by fe u d a l a r is t o o r a c y  tow ard s th e  end o f  th e  M iddle A g es , 

h a sten ed  th e  d o w n fa ll o f  fe u d a lis m  by means o f  th e  sp read  

o f  commerce and th e  develop m en t o f  in d u s tr y ,  so  must th e  c o n 

c e n tr a t io n  o f  w e a lth  in t o  c a p i t a l i s m  urge th e  n u m erica l 

grow th o f  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  w hich i s  th e  fo r c e  t o  d e s t r o y  th e  

3m all p r iv i l e g e d  c la s s *

To p r e d ic t  th e  d o w n fa ll o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  Marx had n o t  

o n ly  t o  e x p la in  i t s  r i s e  but a l s o  t o  make out i t s  e s s e n t i a l  

c h a r a c te r  w hich i s  s t i l l  a  s e c r e t *  T h is Marx d id  b y  th e  

d is c o v e r y  o f  s u r p lu s  v a lu e *  At t h i s  s t e p  Marx had t o  syn 

t h e s i z e  h i s  s y n t h e s i s  o f  H e g e l's  d i a l e c t i c  and F eu er b a c h 's  

n a tu r a lism  w ith  th e  econom ic th ou gh t o f th e  E n g lish  c l a s s i 

c a l  s c h o o l ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  th a t  o f Adam Sm ith and R icard o*

1* The I n d u s t r ia l  R e v o lu t io n  i s  a  con seq u en ce  o f  th e  p ro
g r e s s  o f  s o ie n c e — a  r e s u l t  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  in v e n t io n s *  I t  
i s  t r u e ,  a s  rem arked by E n gelB , th a t  " s c ie n c e  r e b e l le d  
a g a in s t  th e  Church; th e  b o u r g e o is ie  oou ld  n o t do w ith 
out s c i e n c e ,  an d , t h e r e f o r e ,  had t o  j o i n  in  th e  r e b e l 
l i o n ,"  ( S o c ia l i s m . U topean and S o i e n t l f l c ,  p p . 25  f f ) .



He h e ld  th e  la b o r  th e o r y  o f  v a lu e  th a t  o f  a l l  f a c t o r s  o f  

p r o d u ctio n  la b o r  a lo n e  i s  c r e a t iv e  and i s  t h e r e f o r e  th e  s o le  

sou rce  o f  v a lu e ,  and th e n  p roceed ed  t o  th e  s u b s is t e n c e  th e 

ory o f  w ages th a t  th e  w ages o f  la b o r  ten d  a lw ays t o  s u b s is 

t e n c e ,  a lth o u g h  w orking men can  produce by c o o p e r a t io n  and 

d iv i s io n  o f  la b o r  fa r  more th an  in  i s o l a t i o n ,  w hich c o n s t i 

t u t e s  a  g r e a t  so u rce  o f B urp lus v a lu e }  f i n a l l y  he d is c o v e r e d  

the v e r y  d i f f e r e n c e  betv/een  th e  p r ic e  o f  th e  com m odity s o ld  

and th e  wage p a id  t o  th e  la b o r e r ,  id iich  he term ed " su rp lu s  

v a lu e '’ and c o n s id e r e d  i t  a s  th e  n u c le u s  o f  c a p ita l i s m *  With 

th e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  su r p lu s  v a lu e  Marx showed how th e  la b o r e r  

g e t s  l e s s  than  h is  due and how th e  r ic h  i d l e r  l i v e s  by ex

p l o i t i n g  th e  poor worker*

Through th e  econom ic in t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  h i s t o r y  and 

th e  r e v e la t io n  o f  c a p i t a l i s t i c  p r o d u c t io n , Marx c la im ed  hiB  

s o c ia l i s m  to  be " s c i e n t i f i c "  a s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  from  th e  

U topean s o c ia l i s m s  o f  S a in t-S im o n , F o u r ie r , and R ob ert Owen; 

and a s  th e  a b le  o r g a n iz e r  and p r a c t i c a l  le a d e r  a s  w e l l  a s  

th e  t h e o r e t i c ia n  o f th e  s o c i a l i s t  movement * he a p p ea le d  t o  

working men w ith  i r r e s i s t i b l e  e lo ^ u en o e  j u s t  a s  F ic h te  had 

a d d re ssed  th e  German n a t io n *  He condemned th e  g ra d u a l appro

p r ia t io n  o f  s u r p lu s  v a lu e — th e  p rod u ct o f  u n p aid  la b o r —  

by th e  c a p i t a l i s t  a s  th e  e s s e n t i a l  i n j u s t i c e  o f  th e  modern

1* In 1864 th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  Working Hen’ s  A s s o c ia t io n —  
knows a s  th e  F ir s t  I n te r n a t i  o n a l— was founded in  London, 
and Marx became de fa c to  th e  head o f i tB  g e n e r a l  c o u n c il*
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in d u s t r ia l  sy s te m . In o rd er  to  rem ove euoh an i n j u s t i c e ,  a s  

opposed t o  th e  p r e se n t-d a y  b o u r g e o is  d ic t a t o r  s h ip  (T h e s is )  

th e  p r o le t a r ia n  d ic t a t o r s h ip  ( A n t i t h e s i s )  m ust be e s ta b 

l i s h e d  th rou gh  r e v o lu t io n  a l l  over th e  w orld  a t  th e  t r a n s 

i t i o n a l  s t a g e  d u r in g  v/hich th e  p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s e s  sh o u ld  be  

g r a d u a lly  e lim in a te d  u n t i l  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  c l a s s 

l e s s  commonwealth o f  e q u a ls  ( S y n th e s is )  becom es p o s s i b l e .

The v i c t o r y  o f  th e  P r o l e t a r ia t  i s  th u s  gu a ra n teed  by  

th e  d i a l e c t i c  l o g i c .  Y et to  a t t a i n  to  t h i s  i d e a l ,  w orking  

men o f  a l l  c o u n tr ie s  m ust u n i t e  in t o  a s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  c l a s s ,  

then  a b o l i s h  t h e i r  p r iv a t e  p r o p e r ty , f a m i l i e s ,  and n a t io n a l  

b a r r ie r s ,  and f i n a l l y  grasp  th e  p o l i t i c a l  pow er, even  a t  

th e  c o s t  of b lo o d sh ed  i f  n e c e s s a r y .  D u ring  th e  s t a g e  o f  

t h e i r  d ic t a t o r s h ip  th e y  sh ou ld  w r e s t le  a l l  c a p i t a l  from th e  

b o u r g e o is ie ,  p u t a l l  means o f  p r o d u c t io n  under governm ent 

c o n t r o l ,  im pose th e  l i a b i l i t y  t o  la b o r  upon ev er y b o d y , and 

make s c h o o l  e d u c a tio n  f r e e  f o r  a l l .  A l l  t h e i r  s t r u g g le  

must march tow ard s a  c l a s s l e s s  s o c i e t y ,  t h e i r  f i n a l  g o a l .

To e s t a b l i s h  suoh a  s o c i e t y ,  th a t  i s ,  t o  a c c o m p lish  th e  u n i

v e r s a l  em a n cip a tio n  o f  m ankind, i s  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  m is s io n  

o f  th e  m odem  p r o l e t a r ia n s .  T h is  i s  th e  h ig h e s t  i d e a l  w hich  

fu n c t io n s  a s  th e  u l t im a t e  g u id e  o f  con d u ct t o  e v e r y  f o l lo w e r  

o f  K arl Marx.
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D . The P o s i t i v i s t i c  Approach— Comte

Human K nowledge a t  th e  P o s i t i v e  S ta g e . —  Sfriile 

Marx was e d i t in g  th e  R h e ln iso h e  Z e itu n g . A u guste  Comte (1 7 9 8 -  

1 8 5 7 ) , a n o th e r  g r e a t  s o c i a l  reform er o f  th e  a g e , bhd a lr e a d y  

com p leted  h i s  profound  sy stem  o f p o s i t i v i s t i c  p h ilo s o p h y  

vdth h is  Cours de p h i lo s o p h ic  p o s i t i r e  p u b lish e d  in  s i x  v o l 

umes from 1830 to  1842* A lth ou gh  born in to  a C a th o lic  and 

H on arch ia l f a m i ly ,  Comte u r g e n t ly  f e l t ,  even  when s c a r c e ly  

fo u r te e n  y e a r s  o ld ,  th e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a g e n e r a l p o l i t i c a l  

and r e l ig i o u s  r e fo r a u  A fte r  r e c e iv in g  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  t r a i n 

in g  a t  th e  p o ly t e c h n ic a l  s c h o o l  a t  P a r is  fo r  a  b r i e f  p e r io d  

(1 8 1 4 -1 8 1 6 ) , he became in  1818 an acknow ledged  d i s c i p l e  o f  

S ain t-S im on  (1 7 6 0 -1 8 2 5 )  in  th e  trea tm en t o f  human know ledge  

and s o c i a l  phenom ena. M eanwhile in  h i s  Sommalre a p p r e c ia 

t i v e  de 1*ensem ble du pase<£ m oderns (1 8 2 0 ) he o a l le d  a t t e n 

t io n  t o  th e  f a c t  th a t  in  o on seq u en ce  o f  th e  in tr o d u c t io n  o f  

p o s i t i v e  s o ie n c e s  in  Europe th rou gh  th e  A rab ian s th e  o ld  s o 

c i a l  sy stem  began a s  f a r  back a s  in  th e  lU th  c e n tu r y  t o  y i e l d  

t o  a  new one o r g a n ize d  on th e  b a s i s  o f th e  f r e e d  com m ercial 

tow n s, and th a t  p o s i t i v i s m  had g r a d u a lly  r e p la c e d  th e o lo g y  

s i n c e .

D e s p ite  S a in t-S im o n 's  in s p ir a t io n  and en cou ragem en t, 

c r e a t iv e  o r i g i n a l i t y  le d  Comte to  h i s  f i n a l  b reach  w ith  th e  

m a ste r , p a r t i c u la r ly  on th e  p u b l ic a t io n  o f  h i s  P la n  d e s  t r a -  

▼aux s o l e n t l f l q u e s  i n  1 8 2 2 , in  w h ic h , s e t t i n g  f o r t h  d e a r l y
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th e  e s s e n t i a l  p o in t s  o f  h i s  p o s i t i v e  p h ilo s o p h y , he appeared  

a s a  c o m p le te ly  in d ep en d en t th in k e r *  L ik e  many o th e r  g r e a t  

sy s te m s , Com te1* p o s i t iv i s m  a r o s e  in  r e sp o n se  t o  th e  p r e 

c e d in g  and th e  e x i s t i n g  th o u g h t a s  a  d o c tr in e  o f r e v o l t  and 

a th e o r y  o f  reform * Even in  t h i s  e a r l y  work he a lr e a d y  de

v e lo p e d  h i s  fam ous "law o f t h e  Three S tages"  g o v ern in g  th e  

p r o g r e ss  o f  human know ledge a s  w e l l  a s  th e  human m ind , b o th  

in d iv id u a l  and c o l l e c t i v e .  1 At th e  f i r s t  or t h e o lo g ic a l  

s ta g e  know ledge i s  govern ed  b y  f i c t i t i o u s  id e a s  s in c e  th e  

mind th e n  r e f e r s  phenomena t o  su p e r n a tu r a l b e in g s )  a t  th e  

second or m e ta p h y s ic a l s ta g e  i t  i s  govern ed  by a b s t r a c t  id e a s  

and th e  mind e x p la in s  phenomena by a b s t r a c t io n s ,  e i t h e r  

su p e r n a tu r a l o r  n a tu r a l)  and f i n a l l y  a t  th e  p o s i t i v e  s t a g e  

i t  i s  govern ed  b y  p o s i t i v e  id e a s  w h ile  th e  mind r e d u c e s  th o s e  

phenomena t o  g e n e r a l la w s  w ith o u t g o in g  beyond th e  assem b led  

f a c t s *  The f i r s t  i s  th e  n e c e s s a r y  p o in t  o f  d ep a r tu re  o f  

th e  human u n d e r s ta n d in g )  th e  t h ir d  i s  i t s  f ix e d  and d e f in -
o

i t i v e  s t a t e )  and th e  secon d  i s  m er e ly  a  s t a t e  o f  t r a n s i t io n *  

W ith t h i s  k ey  Comte opens th e  c o u r se  o f  h i s  p o s i t i v e  p h i lo 

sophy*

1* "Plan d e s  tr a v a u x  s o i e n t i f l q u e s ,"  O p u scu les de p h i lo 
s o p h ic  s o o l a l e .  p .  1 0 0 , "Par l a  n a tu re  ra^me d e l * e s p r i t  
humain}'* w r it e s  Com te, "chaque branohe de nos o o n n a is -  
s a n c e s  e a t  n e o e ssa lr e m e n t a s s u j o t t i e  dan s s a  marche & 
p a s s e r  su o ce ss iv e ra e n t par t r o i s  e t a t s  th e o r iq u e s  d i f -  
f e r e n t s :  l * £ t a t  th e o lo g iq u e  ou f l o t i f )  l ’ e t a t  m etaphy
s iq u e  ou a b s t r a l t )  e n f i n ,  l ' e ' t a t  s o i e n t i f i q u e  ou p o s l t i f * "

2 .  v .  C om te, The P o s i t i v e  P h ilo s o p h y . H a r tin e a u ’ s  a b r id g e d  
t r * ,  V o l*  I / p p ."  1-&*.......""r ’
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Opposed t o  a l l  m e ta p h y s ic s  and th e o lo g y , Comte lim 

i t s  know ledge t o  th e  phenom enal w orld  g o v e r n e d  by n a tu r a l  

la w s , b eh in d  w hioh th e r e  i s  n o th in g  unknow able o r  unknown 

a t  th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  phenomena* T h is  i s  human know ledge a t  

the p o s i t i v e  s t a g e ,  in  w hich  th e  m ind , g iv in g  up a l l  su ch  

u l t r a - s c i e n t i f i c  a tte m p ts  a s  t o  e x p la in  e m p ir ic a l  f a c t s  

by e n t i t i e s  or c a u s e s  w h ich  a r e  in  f a c t  i r r e le v a n t  t o  e x 

p e r ie n c e  and not v e r i f i a b l e  in  i t ,  s e e k s  f o r  th e  la w s o f  

phenomena, nam ely , t h e i r  c o n s t a n t ,  I n v a r ia b le  r e l a t i o n s  o f  

s u c c e s s io n  and r e se m b la n c e , and m oreover t o  lo o k  f o r  t h e i r  

r e a l i t y ,  u s e f u ln e s s ,  c e r t a i n t y ,  and i n d u b i t a b i l i t y *  The 

p o s i t i v e  s p i r i t  must a p p ea l t o  th e  p o s i t i v e  m ethod— whioh 

c o n s i s t s  o f  th e  p ro ced u res  o f  o b s e r v a t io n , e x p e r im e n t, and 

com parison— a s  th e  means o f  in v e s t ig a t io n *  I t  th e r e fo r e  

d is t in g u i s h e s  i t s e l f  from  th e  th e o lo g ic o -m e ta p h y s ic a l  by  

i t s  s t e a d y  su b o r d in a tio n  o f  im a g in a tio n  t o  o b s e r v a t io n !  by  

i t s  te n d e n c y  t o  ren d er  r e l a t i v e  t h e  id e a s  w hioh  w ere a t  f i r s t  

a b s o lu te ;  and b y  th e  l im i t a t io n  o f  a l l  phenomena by d e te r m in 

a te  law B . Down w ith  m e ta p h y s ic s  and t h e o lo g y ,  and s u b s t i t u t e  

p o s i t iv i s m  f o r  them i

The r e s u l t a n t  p o s i t i v e  p h ilo s o p h y  must fu n c t io n  p o s i 

t i v e l y  w h ile  w ith  c e r t a in  a d v a n ta g es  in  i l l u s t r a t i n g  th e  

l o g i c a l  la w s o f  th e  human m ind, in  r e g e n e r a t in g  e d u c a t io n ,  

in  ad van cin g  s c ie n c e s  by oom bin in g o ld  o n e s , and in  reorgan

i s i n g  s o c ie t y *  1 I t  in c lu d e s  i n  an e la b o r a te d  w hole a l l  th e

1* PPa 9—13*
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p a r t i c u la r ,  p o s i t i v e  s c i e n c e s ,  and s in c e  e a ch  s c i e n c e  a s  a  

p a r t ic u la r  branch  o f  kn ow led ge r e a c h e s  th e  p o s i t i v e  s tn g e  

e a r ly  i n  p r o p o r t io n  t o  i t s  d e g r e e  o f g e n e r a l i t y ,  s i m p l i c i t y ,  

and in d ep en d en ce o f  o t h e r s ,  Comte c l a s s i f i e s  them a c c o r d in g  

to  t h e i r  o rd er  o f  s u c c e s s iv e  d epend en ce*  As a  r e s u l t  he  

f in d s  s i x  s u c c e s s i v e ,  t h e o r e t i c a l  and a b s t r a c t  s c i e n c e s —  

m ath em a tics , a stron om y, p h y s io s ,  c h e m is tr y , b io lo g y ,  and 

s o c io lo g y *  w hioh c l e a r l y  show s how h i s  e a r l y  e d u c a t io n  in  

th e  e x a c t  s c i e n c e s  a t  th e  p o ly t e o h n ic a l  s c h o o l  and su b se 

quent s e l f - s t u d i e s  in  b io lo g y  and h i s t o r y  a f t e r  he l e f t  

s c h o o l ,  meant a g i f t  to  h im .

C o n d it io n s  o f  Order and P r o g r e s s  in  Human S o c ie t y *—  

'S o c io lo g y *  a s  a  t e c h n ic a l  term  in v e n te d  by Corate d e s ig n a te s  

s o c i a l  p h y s ic s  in  w hioh  he c o n s id e r s  tw o c l a s s e s  o f  sub

j e c t s —  (1 )  man or hum anity and ( 2 } th e  medium or e n v ir o n 

ment* By th e  form er s o c io lo g y  i s  su b o r d in a te d  to  o r g a n ic  

p h ilo so p h y — th a t  i s ,  b io lo g y — w h ich  d i s c l o s e s  t o  u s th e  law s  

o f  human n a tu re }  and by th e  l a t t e r ,  i t  i s  c o n n e c te d  w ith  in 

o rg a n ic  p h ilo so p h y — in c lu d in g  m a th em a tic s , a stro n o m y , phy

s i c s  and c h e m is tr y — w hich r e v e a ls  to  u s  th e  e x t e r i o r  c o n d i

t io n s  o f  human e x is t e n c e *  As a  p o s i t i v e  s c ie n c e  d e a l in g  

w ith  th e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  order and p r o g r e s s  in  human s o c i e t y ,  

s o c io lo g y  in c lu d e s  two b r a n c h e s« s o c i a l  s t a t i c s  and s o c i a l  

d yn am ics.

C om te's p o s i t i v e . s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  i s  in  p a r t i c u la r  an  

e v id e n t  r e a c t io n  upon th e  a fte r m a th s  o f  th e  ehaoe and tu r m o il
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f o l lo w in g  th e  N a p o leo n ic  ware and th e  I n d u s t r ia l  R e v o lu t io n ,  

and h i s  p o s i t i v e  s o o i a l  th e o r y  was d e v e lo p e d  p r im a r i ly  

through  th e  h i s t o r i c  o r i t l c i s m  o f th e  t h e o l o g ic a l  and th e  

m e ta p h y s ic a l*  1 S o o ia l  reform  i s  th e  m ost u r g e n t demand 

o f h i e  day* th e  c u r r e n t n e c e s s i t i e s  are ord er  and p r o g r e s s

1 .  P o l i t i c a l  c o n t in u i t y  r e g u la t e s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s u c c e s s io n *  
The t h e o lo g io a l  p o l i t y  i s  r e tr o g r a d e ;  th e  m e ta p h y s ic a l  
p o l i t y ,  r e v o lu t io n a r y .  The o f f i c e  o f th e  form er was 
to  h o ld  order; th a t  o f  th e  l a t t e r ,  th e  a id in g  o f  p r o 
g r e s s .  Both d o c t r in e s ,  h ow ever, become o b s t r u c t iv e :  
th e  r e tr o g r a d e  order te n d s  t o  ty r a n n ic a l  c o n se r v a t ism ;  
th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p r o g r e s s ,  t o  a n a r c h ic  r a d ic a l i s m .
They are t h e r e f o r e  worn a i t ,  and must be r e p la c e d  b y  a  
new p h ilo s o p h y  w hich i s  th e  p o s i t i v e  p h i lo s o p h y . Rou
s s e a u ' s  d o c t r in e ,  w h ioh , a c c o r d in g  to  Corate, R e p r e s e n t s  
a  s t a t e  o f o i v i l i 2a t io n  a s  an e v e r -g r o w in g  d e g e n e r a c y  
from  th e  p r im it iv e  id e a l  ty p e ,  i s  common to  a l l  modern 
m e ta p h y s ic ia n s ;  and we s h a l l  s e e  h e r e a f t e r  th a t  i t  i s  
o n ly  th e  m e ta p h y s ic a l form o f  th e  t h e o lo g ic a l  dogma o f  
th e  d e g r a d a tio n  o f  th e  human ra ce  by o r ig in a l  s i n .  Ac
c o r d in g  to  su ch  a  p r i n c ip l e ,  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  r e fo r m a tio n  
m ust be regard ed  a s  d e s t in e d  to  r e - e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  p r i 
m it iv e  s t a t e :  and what i s  th a t  hut o r g a n iz in g  a  u n i
v e r s a l  r e t r o g r a d a t io n ,  though w ith  p r o g r e s s iv e  in t e n 
t io n s ? "  I Op .  c i t . .  v o l .  I I ,  p .  1 6 ) .  Out o f  a l l  s o r t s  
o f  o s c i l l a t i o n s  betw een  th e s e  two a t h i r d  o p in io n  h a s  
a r i s e n ,  w h ich  Comte c a l l s  th e  " s ta t io n a r y  d o c t r in e ."
I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  p r o v i s io n a l ,  and n a t u r a l ly  s e r v e s  a s  
a  g u id e  to  s o c i e t y  in  p r e s e r v in g  th e  m a te r ia l  o r d e r ,  
w ith o u t w h ich  a  tr u e  d o c tr in e  c o u ld  n o t have i t s  f r e e  
g r o w th . " It ack n ow led ges th e  e s s e n t i a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  
th e  o th e r  s y s te m s , but p r e v e n ts  t h e i r  a c t i o n . . • The t h e 
ory  s e r v e s  t o  keep in  ch eck  th e  o th e r  two p h i lo s o p h ie s ;  
and t h i s  may be a  good: b u t ,  on th e  o th e r  hand , i t  k e e p s
them a l i v e ;  and i t  i s ,  in  s o  f a r ,  an' o b s t a c l e  t o  re  or
g a n i s a t io n .  • •  I t s  p r in c ip a l  m e r it  i s  th a t  i t  ad m its  th e  
d ou b le  a s p e c t  o f  th e  s o o ia l  p rob lem , and th e  n e c e s s i t y  
o f  r e c o n c i l in g  Order and P r o g r e s s :  but i t  in tr o d u c e s  no
new id e a ;  and i t s  r e c o g n it io n  am ounts t h e r e f o r e  t o  n o th 
in g  more than an eq u a l s a c r i f i c e ,  when n e c e s s a r y ,  o f  th e  
one and th e  o t h e r .  The order th a t i t  p r o t e c t s  I s  m e r e ly  
a  m a te r ia l  ord er; and i t  th e r e fo r e  f a i l s  in  t h a t  f u n c t io n  
p r e c i s e l y  i n  c r i s e s  when i t  i s  m ost w an ted ,"  ( I b i d . ,  p .  
2 2 ) .  The s t a t io n a r y  d o c tr in e  i s  b u t a  l a s t  p h ase  o f  th e  
m e ta p h y s ic a l p o l i t y .
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in  s im u lta n e o u s  and c o o p e r a t iv e  fu n c t io n *  To f u l l y  c o n v in c e  

us o f th e  need  o f a  new d o c t r in e  Comte p o in t s  out th e  c h i e f  

s o c i a l  d an gers w h ich  a r e  im p u ta b le  t o  a l l  th e  p r e c e d in g  s y s 

te m s . The g r e a t e s t  one 1b i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n a r c h y , w hioh in 

e v i t a b ly  b r in g s  about th e  g ra d u a l d e s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  p u b lic  

m o ra le , and th e r e b y  a f f e c t s  p r iv a te  m o r a lity *  I t  i s  th e  

so u rce  o f  a l l  o th e r  d a n g e r s . 1

Order i s  not r e tr o g r a d a t io n ;  p r o g r e s s ,  n o t an aroh y . 

They are  n ot i r r e c o n c i la b le *  n e i t h e r  can  be r e a l l y  e s ta b 

l i s h e d  i f  not f U l ly  c o m p a tib le  w ith  th e  o t h e r .  The u n ion  

o f them i s  th e  c h i e f  f e a t u r e  o f  p o s i t i v e  s o o ia l  s o ie n o e ,  

w hich can  th e r e b y  c la im  t o  be th e  o n ly  p o s s ib le  a g en t in  th e  

r e o r g a n is a t io n  o f  modem  s o c i e t y .  The p o s i t i v e  p r in c ip l e  

a lo n e  ca n  p r e s o r ib e  u n der th e  same p r in c ip le  o rd er  in  th e  

name o f  p r o g r e ss  and p r o g r e s s  in  th e  name o f  ord er  by t r e a t 

in g  th e  harmony and developm ent o f  hum anity a s  e q u a l ly  sub

j e c t  t o  in v a r ia b le  n a tu r a l la w s .

T h is  d ou b le  c o n c e p tio n  o f  ord er  and p r o g r e ss  c o r r e s 

ponds w ith  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een  s o c i a l  s t a t i c s  and s o c i a l  

d y n a m ics. " S o c ia l dynam ics s t u d ie s  th e  lawB o f s u c c e s s io n ,

1 .  From th e  c u r r e n t i n t e l l e c t u a l  an arch y  f o l lo w s  th e  sy stem 
a t i c  c o r r u p tio n  in  th e  governm ent s in c e  tr u e  p o l i t i c a l  
c o n v ic t io n s  a r e  e x c lu d e d . There a l s o  ta k e s  p la c e  th e  
grow ing prep on d eran ce of such  low  p o l i t i c a l  aims a s  ma
t e r i a l  and im m ediate c o n s id e r a t io n s  in  r e g a r d  t o  p o l i 
t i c a l  q u e s t io n s ,  w hich i s  f a t a l  to  p r o g r e s s  and o r d e r .
As a  n a tu r a l co n seq u en ce  and com plem ent o f  th e  p reced 
in g ,  we f in d  th e  in com p eten ce  o f  p o l i t i c a l  le a d e r s  who 
a r e  ev en  a n t ip a th ic  t o  a  tr u e  r e o r g a n is a t io n .



1 8 3

w h ile  s o o ia l  s t a t i c s  in q u ir e s  in t o  th o s e  o f  c o e x is t e n c e *  eo

th a t th e  u s e  o f  th e  f i r s t  i s  t o  f u r n is h  th e  t r u e  th e o r y  o f

p r o g r e ss  t o  p o l i t i c a l  p r a c t i c e ,  w h ile  th e  secon d  perform s

the same s e r v ic e  in  regard  t o  order* and t h i s  s u i t a b i l i t y  t o

the n eed s o f m odem  s o o i e t y  i s  a  s tr o n g  c o n fir m a tio n  o f  th e

p h i lo s o p h ic a l  c h a r a c te r  o f  su ch  a c o m b in a t io n .1* * The th r e e

c h ie f  c a u se s  o f  s o c i a l  v a r i a t i o n ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  Com te, re*

s u i t  from r a c e ,  c l im a t e ,  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  in  i t s  w hole

s c i e n t i f i c  e x te n t*  among w hich  o n ly  th e  p o l i t i c a l  in f lu e n c e s

are open t o  human in t e r v e n t io n  s in c e  th e y  are  in  a cco rd a n ce
2

with the c o r r e sp o n d in g  t e n d e n c ie s  o f th e  human m ind . I t  

i s  th e r e fo r e  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  t o  u n d erstan d  th e  

n a tu ra l la w s o f harmony and s u c c e s s io n  w h ich  d e term in e  th e  

cou rse  o f  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f h u m a n ity . To u n d ersta n d  t h e  con 

d i t io n s  o f ord er  and p r o g r e s s ,  th e  p o s i t i v e  m ethod o f  com parl 

son s t r i k e s  Comte a s  m ost e f f i c i e n t .  I t  I n v o lv e s  th r e e  de

p artm en ts: B i o l o g i c a l l y ,  human s o o i e t y  c a n  be compared w ith

o th er  anim al s o c i e t i e s *  g e o g r a p h ic a l ly  we can compare th e  

d i f f e r e n t  and m u tu a lly  in d ep en d en t s t a t e s  o f  human s o c i e t y  

on th e  v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f  th e  e a r t h ’ s  su r fa c e *  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  

we can compare th e  c o n s e c u t iv e  s t a t e s  o f  h u m an ity . The h i s 

t o r i c a l  method I s  " th e o n ly  b a s i s  on w hich  th e  system  o f
*

p o l i t i c a l  lo g ic ;  can  r e s t . 11 T h e r e fo r e , w ith  o b s e r v a t io n ,

1 .  Op .  o l t . .  p .  7 0 .  2 .  I b id . .  p .  7 7 .
3 .  i b i d . .  ‘-p. 8 7 .
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e x p er im en t, and co m p a riso n , Comte c o o r d in a te s  i t  in  h i s  s o 

c i a l  p h y s ic s ,  and a p p l ie s  i t  t o  th e  a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  m ost  

com plex s o c i a l  phenomena*

S o o ia l  s t a t i c s  i n v e s t i g a t e s  th e  c o n d it io n s  and la w s  

of s o o i a l  harmony w ith  a  v ie w  t o  fo r m u la tin g  a  p o s i t i v e  th e 

ory o f  th e  sp on tan eou s order o f human s o c ie t y *  In  t h i s ,  

e t h i c s ,  e c o n o m ic s , and p o l i t i c s ,  f in d  t h e i r  b ir t h - p la c e s *

The th r e e  a s p e c t s  o f  s o c i a l  s t a t i c s  are  (1 )  th e  c o n d i t io n s  

o f  s o o i a l  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l ,  (2 )  th e  f a m ily ,  and  

(3 )  s o c i e t y  w hioh comprehends th e  w hole human s p e o ie s *  The 

in d iv id u a l  l i f e  i s  r u le d  by p e r so n a l i n s t i n c t s ;  Hth e  domes

t i c ,  by sy m p a th e tic  i n s t i n c t s ;  and th e  s o c i a l ,  by the sp e 

c i f i c  develop m en t o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n f lu e n c e s ,  p rep a re  fo r  

th e  s t a t e s  o f human e x is t e n c e  w hich a r e  t o  f o l lo w ;  and th a t  

which ensueB i s ,  f i r B t ,  p e r so n a l m o r a l i ty  w hioh s u b j e c t s  th e  

p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  t o  a  w ise  d i s c i p l i n e ;  n e x t ,  

d o m estic  m o r a l i t y ,  w h ich  su b o r d in a te s  s e l f i s h n e s s  t o  sym

p ath y ; and l a s t l y ,  s o o i a l  m o r a l i t y ,  w hich d i r e c t s  a l l  i n d i 

v id u a l t e n d e n c ie s  b y  e n l ig h te n e d  r e a s o n , a lw ays h a v in g  th e  

g e n e r a l economy in  v ie w , s o  a s  to  b r in g  in t o  co n cu rren ce  

a l l  th e  f a c u l t i e s  o f human n a tu r e , a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e i r  appro

p r ia t e  law s** *

The s o l e  m oral .m otive  i s  th a t  o f  sy m p a th y -- in h e r e n t  

in  human n a tu r e — w hioh i s  p r e se r v e d  and c u l t iv a t e d  m a in ly
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in  fa m ily  l i f e .  The m oral developm ent o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  

c o n s i s t s  in  th e  g r a d u a l o o n tr o l  o f  eg o ism  by a l t r u is m . I f  

s o o i e t y  i s  com posed o f s e p a r a te  I n d iv id u a ls  o n l y ,  a ltr u is m  

can  h a r d ly  trium ph over  eg o ism ; on th e  c o n tr a r y  c o n s ta n t  

s t r i f e  and w arfare  among them w i l l  e n s u e . F o r tu n a te ly  e v e r y -  

body i s  born and brought up in  th e  fa m ily  w hich i s  th e  

n a tu r a l s o o ia l  u n i t  and i s  to  him th e  sc h o o l o f  e le m e n ta l  

s o c i a l  l i f e ,  both  fo r  o b e d ie n c e  and fo r  oonmand. I n te r 

m ed ia te  betw een  th e  in d iv id u a l  and s o c i e t y ,  i t  i s  th e  germ  

o f th e  s o c i a l  organ ism , th e  c r a d le  o f  s o c i a l  ord er  and mor

a l c o n d u c t .

E ith e r  in  church  or in  s t a t e ,  s o c i a l  l i f e  o u ts id e  o f  

the fa m i ly  i s  n o t n a tu r a l b u t i B  r a th e r  m o tiv a te d  by th e  

n e c e s s i t y  o f  c o o p e r a t io n  and by th e  g ra d u a l d i v i s i o n  o f  l a 

b o r . W hile  o c c u p a tio n a l s i m i l a r i t y  d o e s  s tr e n g th e n  f e l l o w -  

f e e l i n g ,  th e  d i v i s i o n  o f la b o r ,  w h ich  i s  p o s s ib l e  and n ec

e s s a r y  in  s o c i e t y ,  l e a d s  t o  th e  e le m en ta ry  p r in c ip l e  o f  th e  

a p p r o p r ia t io n  o f  em ploym ents and b r in g s  about in c o n v e n ie n c e s  

and a l l  s o r t s  o f in e q u a l i t y  and i n j u s t i c e ;  b ecau se  th e  v a r 

i e t i e s  o f  s p e c i a l i t y  o o o a s io n  in d iv id u a l  d iv e r g e n c e s ,  b o th  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  and m o ra l, w h ich  r e q u ir e  a  perm anent d i s c i p l i n e  

to  keep  them  w ith in  th e  same b o n d s. "Thus i t  ap p ears t o  m e,"  

sa y s  C om te, " th at th e  s o c i a l  d e s t in a t io n  o f  governm ent i s  

t o  guard a g a in s t  and r e s t r a i n  th e  fundam ental d is p e r s io n  o f  

i d e a s ,  s e n t im e n t s ,  and i n t e r e s t s ,  w hioh i s  th e  I n e v i t a b le  

r e s u l t  o f  th e  v e r y  p r in c ip le  o f  human d e v e lo p m en t, and sh ioh .
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I f  l e f t  t o  i t s e l f ,  would put a  s to p  t o  s o o ia l  p r o g r e s s io n

In  a l l  im p ortan t r e s p e c t s ."  1 T h is  p o l i t i c a l  s u b o r d in a t io n ,

which i s  more i n t e l l e o t u a l  and m oral than  m a t e r ia l ,  i s  th e

b a s i s  of th e  e le m en ta ry  and a b s t r a c t  th e o r y  o f  governm ent*

The governm ent i s  th u s  b a sed  on a  s o o i a l  f o r c e  r e s u l t a n t

from e x te n d ed  c o o p e r a tio n *  I t  i s  s e t  up by th e  r e a c t io n  o f

the w hole upon th e  p a r t s  ‘'a s  a  new s p e o la l  f u n c t io n ,  w hich

s h a l l  th rou gh  l e g a l  r u l e s  in te r v e n e  in  th e  perform ance o f

a l l  th e  v a r io u s  f u n c t io n *  o f th e  s o c i a l  econom y, to  keep

up th e  id e a  o f  th e  w h o le , and th e  f e e l i n g  o f  th e  common in -
2

te r  c o n n e c t io n ."  :T5uoh b e in g  th e  c a s e ,  th e  co n cep t o f gov

ernment and th a t  o f s o c i e t y  n e c e s s a r i l y  im p ly  ea ch  o t h e r ,  

done are th e  s o c i a l  c o n tr a c t  t h e o r i e s i

as r e g a r d s  th e  dynam ic s tu d y  o f s o c i o lo g y ,  Comte 

oon ten d s t h a t  s o c i a l  dynam ics i s  t o  d is c o v e r  th e  c o n d it io n s  

and law s o f  c o n tin u o u s  p r o g r e s s ,  or  r a t h e r ,  o f  th e  g ra d u a l  

developm ent o f  h u m an ity , w ith  a  v iew  t o  fo r m u la tin g  a  p o s i 

t i v e  th e o r y  o f th e  n a tu r a l p r o g r e s s  o f  human s o c i e t y .  The 

sp eed  o f  human develop m en t runs in  p r o p o r t io n  to  th e  com

bin ed  I n f lu e n c e  o f th e  c h i e f  n a tu r a l c o n d it io n s  r e l a t in g  t o  

th e  human organism  f i r s t ,  and n e x t t o  i t s  medium. T hese  

c h i e f  f a c t o r s  o f  p r o g r e s s  Comte enum erates a s  f o l lo w s !  ( l )  

Ennui whioh p rod u ces a .fa v o r a b le  c e r e b r a l  r e a c t io n  in  i t s  

p la c e }  (2 )  th e  o r d in a r y  d u r a t io n  o f  human l i f e ,  on a ccou n t

1# 0p» o l t * . p* 119* 2* I b id * , p* 120* I t a l i c s  mine*
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o f  w h ich  th e  a g e n ts  o f  th e  g e n e r a l movement are  s te a d ily -  

renew ed, g e n e r a t io n  a f t e r  g e n e r a t io n !  and (3 )  th e  n a tu r a l  

in c r e a s e  o f  p o p u la t io n — th e  moat im p ortan t f a c t o r — w hich  

c r e a te s  new prob lem s by c r e a t in g  new w an ts and new d i f f i c u l 

t i e s ,  and th u s  d e v e lo p s  new m eans, b o th  o f  p r o g r e ss  and o f  

o r d e r •

A sid e  from  t h e s e ,  th e  fundam enta l f a c t o r  th a t  m o ti

v a te s  s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s  i s  r ea so n *  In  th e  c o n s ta n t  s t r u g g le  

betw een our hum anity  and a n im a l i t y ,  betw een  a lt r u is m  and 

eg o ism , th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  th e  human e v o lu t io n  l i e s  in  th e  

grow ing v i c t o r y  o f  th e  form er over til* l a t t e r ,  w hich e n t i r e 

l y  r e s o r t s  t o  th e  power o f r e a s o n . The prep on d eran t e l e 

ment o f  our s o c i a l  e v o lu t io n  w hich  g iv e s  an im p u lse  to  th e  

r e s t ,  i s  th u s  th e  more and more marked in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  r e a 

son  over  th e  g e n e r a l co n d u ct o f  man and o f  s o o i e t y ,  through  

w hich th e  g r a d u a l march o f  hum anity h a s  a t t a in e d  th a t  reg u 

l a r i t y  and p r e se r v e d  c o n t in u ity *  T h e r e fo r e , "the h i s t o r y  

o f  s o c i e t y ,"  a f f ir m s  Comte, "has been  reg a rd ed  a s  govern ed  

by th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  human m ind ,"  and th e  l a t t e r  a s  th e  

n a tu r a l g u id e  t o  a l l  h i s t o r i c a l  stu d y  o f  hum anity* 1 T h is  

a g a in  f o l lo w s  th e  Law o f  th e  Three S ta g e s— th a t  i s ,  o f  th e  

s u c c e s s io n  o f  th e  p r im it iv e  t h e o l o g ic a l  s t a t e ,  th e  t r a n s ie n t  

m e ta p h y s ic a l,  and th e  f i n a l  p o s i t i v e  s t a t e — whioh can be  

t e s t e d  b y  o b s e r v a t io n , e x p e r im e n t, and com parison* The t h e o -

1* Op* p i t ** p# 130*
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l o g i c a l  regim e i s  a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  t h e  m i l i t a r y  sy s te m , th e  

p o s i t i v e ,  w ith  th e  i n d u s t r i a l .  The in te r m e d ia te  reg im e—  

th e  m e ta p h y s io a l— i s  co n cern ed  w ith  th e  J u r i s t i c .  I t  i s  in  

hiB Cours d e  p h i lo s o p h ic  p o s i t i v e , Comte m a in t a in s ,  th a t  

s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  has f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e  a r i s e n  t o  th e  p o s i t i v e  

s t a t e .  *

The R e l ig io n  o f  H um anity. — I f  h i s  s o c i a l  i d e a l  i s  

a p o l i t y  fo r  th e  p o s i t i v e  s o c i e t y  In  w h ich  a l t r u is m  a s  th e  

supreme m o tiv e  and th e  d e t a i l e d  r e g u la t io n  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e —  

in  s h o r t ,  m o ra ls  and law — are to  he th e  c h i e f  l in k in g  f a c 

t o r s  , Comte muBt s e e k  f o r  a  common ground w hich oan u n i t e  

and s y n t h e s iz e  th em . And t h i s  he f in d s  in  h i s  new g o s p e l  

o f Humanity o f  w h ich  he p r o c la im s  to  be th e  h i^ h  p r i e s t .

Both m o r a l i t y  and l e g a l i t y  are now to  b e  s y n t h e s i s e d  b y  Hu* 

in a n ity . D e s p it e  h i s  f irm  c o n v ic t io n  in  th e  o r d e r ly  s t a g e s  

o f  th e  d evelop m en t of th e  human mind and k n o w led g e , Comte 

th e  p o s i t i v i s t  h im s e l f  d e v e lo p e d  in  an e n t i r e l y  r e v e r s e d  

order o f  th e  th r e e  s ta g e s *  h i s  s c h o l a r ly  c a r e e r  s t a r t e d  

from th e  p o s i t i v e  s t a g e ,  p a sse d  th rou gh  th e  m e ta p h y s ic a l ,  

and r ea c h e d  th e  t h e o lo g ic a l  s t a g e  a t  l a s t .  Toward th e  c lo s e  

o f  h i s  l i f e  he tu rn ed  c o m p le te ly  in t o  a  m y s t ic  t h e o lo g ia n !  

Under th e  s e n t im e n ta l in s p ir a t io n  o f  th e  g e n iu s  o f  C lo t l ld e  

de Vaux whom he adm ired a f t e r  h er  d e a th  a s  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  

o f  B u m an lty , Comte produced h i s  seco n d  g r e a t  w ork , Syat&ne

1 .  Op. o i t . , p * 1 3 2 •
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de p o l i t iq u e  p o s i t i v e  ( in  4 r o l e . ,  1 8 5 1 -1 8 5 4 ) , t o  sy stem 

a t i z e  a f f e o t l o n s  a s  h i s  f i r s t  had s y s te m a t iz e d  id e a s*

The p o s i t i v i s t  r e l i g i o n  th e r e b y  i n s t i t u t e d  i s  th e

s y s te m a t ic  w orsh ip  o f  H um anity w hich i s  s im p ly  an  in v e r te d

form o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  g o sp e l o f  th e  u n iv e r s a l  fa th e r h o o d  o f

God, and o f th e  u n iv e r s a l  b ro th erh ood  o f men. The s o u l o f

H um anity, o f  th e  are a t  B e in g  ( Grand-2Stre) in  th e  p o s i t i v i s t

r e l i g i o n ,  i s  u n iv e r s a l  lo v e  w h ich  i s  th e  u n i t in g  p r in c ip le

o f  order and p r o g r e s s .  The sa c r e d  fo rm u la  th u s  ru n ss

1* Am our pour p r ln o lp e .  l*O rdre pour b a s e , e t  l e  Progrfes pour

b u t . The n a tu r a l co n vergen ce  o f a l l  th e  p o s i t i v i s t  a s p e c t s —

L ove, O rder, and P r o g r e ss— tow ards th e  la r g e  c o n c e p tio n  o f
1

H um anity, w i l l  ir r e v o c a b ly  e l im in a t e  th a t  o f  God. T h is  

G reat B ein g  or Humanity 1b th e  immense and e t e r n a l  organism  

w hich form s the id e a l  comm unity o f  s e p a r a b le  b e in g s ,  in d i 

v id u a l  and c o l l e c t i v e ,  th a t  ought to  fu n c t io n  a s  i 5 s  o r g a n s .

As reg a rd s th e  c u l t  o f  th e  p o s i t i v i s t  r e l i g i o n ,  be

s i d e s  th e  a c t i v e ,  p o l i t i c a l  end s c i e n t i f i c  p h a se , w h ich  aim s 

a t  p o l i t i c a l  r e o r g a n iz a t io n  a s  a o e o r d in g  to  th e  c o n d it io n s  

o f  order and p r o g r e s s ,  C a ste  e la b o r a t e s  th e  a f f e c t i v e ,  m oral

1 .  The r e l i g i o n  o f  Humanity i s  th e r e fo r e  th e  r e l i g i c n  o f  
L ove, o f  O rder, and o f  P r o g r e s s .  T hese th r e e  f o r o e s  
n e c e s s a r i l y  in v o lv e  one a n o th e r . *Car, 1*amour oherch e  
l ’ ordre a t  p s u s s e  au progrfesj 1 'o r d r e  o o n s o l id e  l*am our  
e t  d i r ig e  I s  p r o g r e s j  e n f i n ,  l e  progrfes d e v e lo p p #  l * e r -  
d re  and rarafcne A 1*am our. A in s i  o o n d u it e s ,  1*a f f e c t i o n ,  
l a  s p e c u la t io n ,  s t  du G ran d -B tre, don t ohaque ln d iv ld -  
u a l l t e * p e u t  d e v e n ir  un  organ fr te r n e l ,*  (C om te, Syetfeme 
d e p o l l t ld u e  p o e l t l v e . V o l .  I I ,  p .  6 5 . ) .
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and e s t h e t i c  p h ase*  A l l  m a s te r p ie c e s  o f  p o e t r y ,  m u sic , 

p a in t in g ,  s c u lp t u r e ,  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  e t c * ,  w hich  com m unicate  

and p e r p e tu a te  th e  n o b le  se n tim e n t o f m ankind, sy m b o lize  

and g l o r i f y  Hum anity* * In  th e  m oral a a p e e t ,  “l i v e  f o r  

o th e r s ” ( v iv r e  pour a u t r u i ) i s  th e  supreme d i c t a t e  o f th e  

G reat B e in g , w h ich  i s  an e v e n tu a l  r e s u l t  o f su b m iss io n  and 

d e v o tio n  to  Humanity* tinder th e  in s p ir a t io n  o f  th e  G reat 

B eing th e  suprem e d u ty  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  i s  t o  su b o rd in a te  

I n e v i t a b le  e g o ism  t o  in d is p e n s a b le  a l t r u is m .  With th e  in 

v e n t io n  o f  th e  term  " a ltru ism *  Comte a p p a r e n t ly  a tte m p ts  t o  

d i s t in g u i s h  r e l i g i o n — or b e t t e r  th e o lo g y — from e t h i c s ,  but 

not s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  a lth o u g h  to  th e  a lr e a d y  a c h ie v e d  s i x  p o s i 

t i v e  s c i e n c e s  he adds m oral s c i e n c e  w h ile  p r e a c h in g  th e
2r e l ig i o n  o f  Hum anity*

The r e l i g i o n  o f  Humanity th e r e fo r e  p o s i t s  th e  h a b it 

u a l p rep on d eran ce o f  s o c i a b i l i t y  ov er  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  and th e  

developm ent o f th e  a f f e c t i v e  f a c u l t y  in to  u n iv e r s a l  m utual 

l o v e ,  th e  r u l in g  m o tiv e  o f  a l l  s o c i a l  f o r c e s  u n d e r ly in g  

order and p r o g r e s s  in  human s o c ie t y *  M ost c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

of th e  new s o c i a l  g o s p e l ,  i s  i t s  e x te n s io n  o f  h u raan itarian -  

ism  t o  a l l  e s t a t e s  o f  mankind— t o  women a s  w e l l  a s  to  th e  

p r o l e t a r ia t )  and above s i l l ,  th e  w orsh ip  o f  women i s  r eg a rd 

ed fay Comte a s  an e s s e i j t i a l  c o n s t i t u e n t  in  th e  r e l i g i o n  o f

1* C j } * o i i» i  V ol*  I ,  pp.* 339 f f • ^
2* I b i d * * V ol * IV , p* 2 3 3 1 a l s o ,  C a te c h ls a e  p o a i t l v l a t e . p*

IWT
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hum anity . The w hole p o s i t i v i s t  r e l i g i o n  th u s  c o n s i s t s  in  

th e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  th r e e  a l t r u i s t i c  a f f e c t i o n s — o f  v e n e r a t io n  

tow ards th a t  w h ich  i s  above u s ,  lo v e  tow ard s t h a t  w h ich  

h e lp s  u s ,  and b e n e v o le n c e  tow ard s th a t  whiah n e e d s  our h e l p .  *

E . V a r io u s A pproaches o f  U t i l i t a r i a n s

1 .  The P s y c h o lo g ic a l  Approach— Bentham

P h a se s  o f  A c t io n  P s y c h o lo g le a l ly  A n a ly se d . —  P ecu

l i a r l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f B r i t i s h  th o u g h t i s  th e  u t i l i t a r i a n  

s c h o o l ,  which makes w ith  i tB  w h o lly  e m p ir ic a l  tre a tm e n t o f  

th e  m o tiv e s  o f con d u ct and i t s  s o c i a l l y  v i s i b l e  and r e a l i s 

t i c  c o n c e p tio n  o f  th e  ends o f  a c t io n  a  w h o le sa le  c h a l le n g e  

to  German id e a l i s m . By i t s  a d h e r e n ts  a c t io n s  are  c o n s id e r 

ed m a in ly , i f  not s o l e l y ,  in  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e i r  p le a s u r a b le  

and p a in fh l  c o n se q u e n c e s , e x p e c te d  or a c t u a l ,  and a l l  p rop er  

r u le s  o f co n d u ct— b oth  m oral and l e g a l — a r e  su b o r d in a te d  

t o  a  common u l t e r i o r  e n d , w h ich  i s  "the g r e a t e s t  h a p p in e s s  

of th e  g r e a t e s t  num ber.* T h is end i s  an  id e a l  t o  be r e a l 

i z e d  in  th e  f u t u r e t  and in  t h e i r  u t i l i t y  r e l a t i v e  to  t h i s  

end a l l  s o c i a l  p a t te r n s  f in d  th e  suprem e c r i t e r i o n  o f  t h e i r  

v a lu e .  L ik e  many o f  t h e i r  r iv a l  th in k e r s  th e  u t i l i t a r i a n s  

have t h e i r  common i n t e r e s t  in  th e  s tu d y  o f th e  r e la t io n s h ip

1. Op» o i t . .  V ol. I I ,  PP* 18—10.
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o f th e  in d iv id u a l  to  th e  community w ith  t h e i r  g e n e r a l te n 

dency t o  u n i t e  a  s o c i a l  sta n d a rd  o f  m oral v a lu e  w ith  an  in 

d i v i d u a l i s t i c ,  or  e v en  e g o i a t i o ,  th e o r y  o f  m o t iv e s .  The 

g r e a te s t  h a p p in e s s  p r in c ip le  th a t  th e  common good o f  a l l  

i s  th e  supreme end and sta n d a rd  of a l l  r u l e s  o f  c o n d u c t , in  

f a c t ,  a lr e a d y  found i t s  e a r l y  b e g in n in g s  in  B ish op  R ichard  

Cumberland (1 6 3 2 -1 7 1 8 ) and John Locke (16 3 2 -1 7 0 4 ) as c o n se 

quent upon t h e i r  r e a c t io n  t o  Hobbes* pu re e g o ism , and found  

i t s  oom p lete  e x p r e s s io n  in  Jerem y Benthara (1 7 4 8 -1 8 3 2 ) , a t 

ta in e d  to  i t s  c u lm in a t in g  p h ase in  John S tu a r t  M ill  (1 8 0 6 -  

1 8 7 3 ) , and f i n a l l y  was tra n sfo rm ed  In to  an  e v o lu t io n a r y  

e t h ic s  by H erbert Spencer (1 8 2 0 -1 9 0 3 ) . In th e o r y , t h i s  

d o c tr in e  r e s tB  upon th e  e v id e n t  in fe r e n c e  o f  th e  a s s o c ia 

t io n s !  p s y c h o lo g y , th a t  b e c a u se  e v e r y  s a t i s f i e d  d e s i r e  i s  

accom panied w ith  p le a s u r e ,  th e  e x p e c t a t io n  o f  th e  p le a s u r e  

i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  u l t im a te  m otive  o f  a l l  w i l l i n g ,  and ev

e r y  p a r t i c u la r  o b je c t  i s  w i l l e d  and v a lu e d  o n ly  a s  means 

fo r  g a in in g  t h i s  p le a s u r e .  T h is was th e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  p re 

m ise o f Bent ham in  p a r t i c u la r ,  a lth o u g h  he h im s e l f  d id  not  

d e v e lo p  h i s  own p s y c h o lo g ic a l  sy stem  in  an y  s p e c ia l  t r e a 

t i s e .  T h is  needy want was su p p la n ted  by James M il l  in  h i s  

A n a ly s is  o f  th e  Phenomena o f  th e  Human Mind (1 8 2 9 ) th e r e b y  

he tr a c e d  p s y c h o lo g ic a l ly  th e  g e n e s is  o f th e  f e e l i n g s — p ar

t i c u l a r l y  th e  f e e l i n g  o f  m oral a p p ro v a l— In v o lv e d  in  th e  

e t h i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e  and e x p la in e d  on th e  ground o f  " in se p a r 

a b le  a sso c ia tio n * *  how th e  s o c i a l  w e lfa r e  becom e8 a f f i l i a t e d



vdth  p r iv a t e  p le a s u r e  so  a s  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a m otive*

D e v o tin g  w ith  a  f ir m  w i l l  h i s  l i f e - w o r k  to  the p ro

m otion  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  and s o c i a l  re fo rm , 1 in  h i s  s c h o la r ly  

c a r e e r  B ent ham s im p ly  s t a r t e d  from  th e  t r a d i t io n s  o f  th e  

a o s o c ia t io n a l  p s y c h o lo g y , and in  h i s  I n tr o d u c t io n  t o  P r in 

c i p l e s  o f LioralB and L e g is la t io n  (1789) and D eo n to lo g y  

(p u b lish e d  p osth u m ou sly  in  1834) he d e v e lo p e d  i t s  e t h i c s  

which had a lr e a d y  been  d is c u s s e d  by David Hume, Adam Sm ith , 

and W illia m  P a le y .  He r e - e v a lu a t e d  th e  h e d o n is t ic  ten d en 

c i e s  o f  human n a tu re  upon th e  b a s i s  o f  a  d e t a i l e d  p sy c h o lo 

g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  u n iv e r s a l  m o tiv e s  o f  men’ s a c t io n ,  

arid th e r e b y  p ro c la im ed  c e r t a in  r u l e s  o f  condu ct fo r  regu

l a t i n g  t h e i r  s o c i a l  r e la t io n s *

For Bent ham, a s  f o r  lip io u r u s , mankind i s  govern ed  

by two s o v e r e ig n  m a s te r s , p le a s u r e  and p a in ; th e  p r in c ip le  

of u t i l i t y  r e c o g n iz e s  t h i s  s u b j e a t io n .  By ’’u t i l i t y ” he means 

" th at p r o p e r ty  in  any o b j e c t ,  w hereby i t  te n d s  t o  produce  

b e n e f i t ,  a d v a n ta g e , p le a ,su r e , g o o d , or h a p p in e s s , or t o  p re 

v e n t th e  h ap pen in g  o f  m is c h ie f ,  p a in , e v i l ,  o r  u n h a p p in ess

1* Born th e  son  o f  an E n g lis h  a t t o r n e y ,  h i s  e a r ly  d i s s a t i s 
f a c t i o n  w ith  w il l ia m  B la c k s to n e ’ s  l e g a l  p r i n c ip l e s  le d  
him  t o  s p e c u la t e  upon l e g a l  a b u se s  and t h e r e f o r  propound  
rem ed ia l m ea su r es , b o th  p o l i t i o a l  and l e g a l ,  a s  f i r s t  
in s ta n c e d  in  h i s  Frafgtrent on G overnm ent, w hich appeared  
i n  1 7 7 6 . M eanw hile, t W  demand f o r  l i b e r a l  reform  in  
E ngland , f o l lo w in g  th e  r e p u b lic a n  movement in  F ran ce , 
was a g i t a t e d  by a  group o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  who o lu s te r e d  
about Bantham and fou n d  in  h i a  te a c h in g s  the oo re  o f  a  
p o l i t i o a l  reform * Y et he d id ^ i iv e  t o  s e e  many reform s  
c l o s e  to  h i s  h e a r t  c a r r ie d  out*
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to the party whose Interest is considered: if that party
be the community in general, then the happiness of the ccra-
munity: if a particular individual, then the happiness of

1tliat individual • The standard of value is hedonis
tic. Yet not as iu the case of Epicureanism it is social 
and ought to be universally ootnmon to all members of the com
munity* As the community is the sum total of individuals, 
the common welfare is that of all of them, or the majority 
of them. The principle of the greatest happiness of the 
greatest number, while It is a phase alternative to that of 
the principle of utility, is the criterion of right and 
v.rong. Conformity to the principle of utility is therefore 
the basis of all social conduct. To this both morals and 
legislation rauBt be subordinated, and by this morality and 
legality are synthesized.

The univeraalitsm of the supreme standard of conduct, 
hov/ever, presupposes an individualistic basis. In the eyes 
of Bentham, to talk of the interest of the community, we 
must understand the interest of the individual, and there
fore the hedonistic tendencies of human nature are analyzed 
on that basis. He classifies both pleasures and pains into 
simple and complex divisions, and enumerates fourteen kinds 
o f  simple pleasures— namely, those of aenae, of wealth, of

1 . I n tr o d u c t io n  to  P r in c ip le s  o f  M orals and L e g i s la t i o n .
p. 2.
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s k i l l ,  o f  a m ity , o f  a  good name, o f  pow er, o f  p i e t y ,  o f  

b e n e v o le n c e , o f  m a le v o le n c e , o f memory, o f  im a g in a t io n , o f  

e x p e c ta t io n , o f a s s o c i a t i o n ,  and o f  r e l i e f — and tw e lv e  k in d e  

of s im p le  p a in s — th a t  i s ,  th o se  o f  p r iv a t io n  ( in c lu d in g  

th o se  o f  d e s i r e ,  o f d is a p p o in tm e n t, and o f r e g r e t ) ,  o f  th e  

s e n s e s ,  o f  aw kw ardness, o f  e n m ity , o f an i l l  name, o f  p i e t y ,  

o f  b e n e v o le n c e , o f  m a le v o le n c e , o f  memory, o f  Im a g in a tio n ,  

of e x p e c ta t io n ,  and th o s e  depend en t on a s s o c ia t io n *  1 Sane 

of th e s e  w hich  su p p ose  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f th e  same p le a s u r e  

or p a in  o f  somebody e l s e ,  a re  th e n  s a id  t o  be e x tr a -r e g a r d 

in g ;  th e  r e s t- , 3 e l f - r e g a r d in g .  The q u a n t ity  o f  p le a s u r e  

or p a in  i s  f e l t  by the d e g r ee  o f  quantum o f  a  m an's s e n s i 

b i l i t y ,  and th e r e  f o r e  e ith e r  p le a su r e  or p a in  can  be m easured  

a cco r d in g  to  su ch  q u a n t i t a t iv e  c a t e g o r ie s  a s  i n t e n s i t y ,  dur

a t io n ,  c e r t a i n t y  o r  u n c e r ta in t y ,  p r o p in q u ity  or r e m o te n e s s ,  

f e c u n d it y ,  and p u r ity *

In  an  a c t io n  th e r e  are  t o  be c o n s id e r e d , a c c o r d in g  

to  Bentham, s i x  p h a se s :  (1 ) th e  a c t  w h ich  i s  d o n e , (2 )  th e

c ir c u m sta n c e s  in  w hich  i t  i s  d o n e , (3 )  th e  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y  

th a t  may have accom panied i t ,  (4 )  th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  th a t  

may have accom panied i t ,  (5 )  th e  m otiveB  w hich  gave b ir t h  

to  i t ,  and (6 )  th e  d i s p o s i t i o n  w hich i t  in d ic a t e s *  A cts  

may be p o s i t i v e  or n e g a t iv e ,  e i t h e r  r e l a t i v e l y  or a b s o lu t e ly ;  

e x t e r n a l— e i t h e r  t r a n s i t i v e l y  or i n t r a n s i t i v e l y — or in t e r n a l ;
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t r a n s ie n t  or c o n tin u e d ;  and i n d i v i s i b l e  or d i v i s i b l e ,  e i t h e r  

w ith  regard  to  m a tter  or w ith  regard  to  m otion*  A c ircu m 

s ta n c e  o f an a c t  i e  any o b je c t  s ta n d in g  round i t *  I t  i s  ma

t e r i a l ,  when I t  b ea rs  a  v i s i b l e  r e l a t i o n  in  p o in t  o f  c a u s a l

i t y  t o  th e  co n se q u en ce s;  im m a ter ia l when i t  b e a r s  no such  

v i s i b l e  r e la t io n *  I t  may be r e la t e d  t o  an e v e n t  in  p o in t  

o f c a u s a l i t y ,  in  fo u r  w ays— p r o d u c t io n , d e r iv a t io n ,  c o l l a 

t e r a l  c o n n e c t io n , and conjuriot in f l u e n c e .  In  t h i s  con n ec

t i o n ,  Bentham a g a in  en u m erates t h ir t y - t w o  k in d s  o f  c ircu m 

s ta n c e s  in f lu e n c in g  s e n s i b i l i t y ,  1 t o  w h ich  he c a l l s  th e  

eye  and a t t e n t io n  o f  b o th  th e  judge and th e  l e g i s l a t o r *  Any 

one or a l l  o f  the c ir c u m sta n c e s  w ith  w h ich  an a c t  i s  a t t e n d 

ed , can  be th e  o b je c t  o f c o n s c io u s n e s s  th a t  may have accom

p an ied  th e  a c t i o n .  I f  th e  a g e n t h as b een  aware o f  th e  c i r 

cu m stan ce, h i s  a c t  th e n  has been  an a d v is e d  a c t ,  w ith  r e -  

sp e o t  to  th a t  o iro u m sta n ce; o th e r w is e ,  an u n a d v ised  one* I f  

he h as m is-su p p o sed  i t ,  h i s  a c t  i s  s a id  t o  have been  a  m is

a d v ise d  one*

1* The t h ir t y - t w o  k in d s  o f su ch  c ir c u m sta n c e s  a r e  a s  f o l 
lo w s ;  h e a l t h ,  s t r e n g t h ,  h a r d in e s s ,  b o d i ly  im p e r f e c t io n ,  
q u a n t ity  and q u a l i t y  o f k n o w led g e , s t r e n g th  o f  i n t e l l e c 
t u a l  p ow ers, f ir m n e ss  o f  m ind, s t e a d in e s s  o f  m ind, bend 
o f  i n c l i n a t i o n ,  m oral s e n s i b i l i t y ,  m oral b i a s e s ,  r e l i 
g io u s  s e n s i b i l i t y ,  r e l i g i o u s  b i a s e s ,  sy m p a th e tic  s e n s i 
b i l i t y ,  sy m p a th e tic  b i a s e s ,  a n t ip a t h e t i c  s e n s i b i l i t y ,  
a n t ip a t h e t i c  b i a s e s ,  i n s a n i t y ,  h a b itu a l  o c c u p a t io n s , p e
c u n ia r y  c ir c u m sta n c e s , c o n n e c t io n s  in  th e  way o f  sym
p a th y , c o n n e c t io n s  in  th e  way o f  a n t ip a th y ,  r a d ic a l  frame 
o f  m ind , r a d io a l  fra ise  o f  b od y, s e x ,  a g e ,  ra n k , educa
t i o n ,  c l im a t e ,  l in e a g e ,  govern m en t, and r e l i g i o u s  p ro
f e s s i o n  ( Op* c i t * . Ch. V I . ) .
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The o b j e c t iv e  w h ich  an a c t io n  aim s a t  or d e s i r e s ,  

ia  c a l l e d  " in t e n t io n ."  I t  may regard  e i t h e r  o f  tw o o b j e c t s —  

the a c t  i t s e l f  and  i t s  c o n se q u e n o e s— of w h ic h , th a t  w h ich  

th e  in t e n t io n  r e g a r d s  i s  s a id  to  be " in t e n t io n a l •* I f  i t  

reg a rd s b o th  o b j e o t s ,  th e  w hole a c t io n  i s  th e n  in t e n t io n a l ;  

o th e r w is e , u n i n t e n t io n a l .  The c a u s e s  o f an I n te n t io n  a re  

m o t iv e s , th e  e f f e c t s  i t s  c o n se q u e n c e s . The in t e n t io n  may 

be good or bad i t s e l f ,  in d e p e n d e n t ly  of th e  m o tiv e  a s  w e ll  

as o f  th e  e v e n tu a l  c o n se q u e n c e s , s in c e  th e  n a tu re  o f  i t s  

e f f e c t s  or c o n se q u e n c e s  and th e  n a tu re  o f  i t s  c a u s e s  or mo

t i v e s  are  p e r f e c t l y  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e .  I t  may be term ed " in 

nocent"  in  c a se  th a t  a c t  i s  u n -a d v ise d  or m is -a d v is e d  w ith  

r e s p e c t  to  any  c ir c u m sta n c e  w h ich  w ould  have se r v e d  t o  p r e 

ven t or to  ou tw eigh  the m is c h ie f  o f  th e  co n seq u en o es o th e r 

w i s e .

The g e n e r a l ten d en cy  o f an a c t  depends upon th e  

m o tiv e s  and th e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  a g e n t .  By a  m o tiv e  Ben- 

tham means " a n y th in g  t h a t  can  c o n tr ib u te  t o  g iv e  b ir t h  t o ,  

or even  t o  p r e v e n t ,  any  k in d  o f a c t io n ."  1 M o tiv es  t o  t h e  

w i l l  a r e  c a l l e d  p r a c t i c a l  a s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  from  s p e c u la 

t i v e  ones con oern ed  w ith  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g . By in f lu e n c in g  

th e  w i l l  o f  a  s e n s i t i v e  b e in g ,  a  p r a c t i c a l  m o tiv e  I s  sup

posed " to  s e r v e  a s  a  means o f  d e te r m in in g  him t o  a c t ,  or
2

v o lu n t a r i ly  to  fo r b e a r  t o  a c t ,  upon any o c c a s io n ."  P le a s u r e

1 . p . 97# 2 .  Ib id . .  p .  9 8 .
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and p a in  are not o n ly  th e  en d s of a c t io n  but a l s o  th e  u l 

tim a te  m o tiv e s  th a t  d eterm in e  i t *  N oth in g  can a c t  o f  i t s e l f  

as a  m o tiv e  b u t th e  id e a s  o f  p le a s u r e  or p a in .  I t  i s  t o  

t h i s  l a s t  in t e r n a l  m otive  in  p r o sp e o t  th a t  a l l  t h e  o th er  

m o tiv es  in  p r o sp e o t  owe t h e i r  m a t e r ia l i t y *  These m o tiv e s  

in  p r o sp e o t  g iv e  b ir t h  to  t h e  in t e n t io n  o f  lo o k in g  t o  th e  

co n seq u en ces  o f  a c t i o n s ,  t o  e v e n ts  w hich do n o t y e t  e x i s t ,  

or to  th e  f u l f i lm e n t  o f  any y e t  r e a l iz e d  i d e a l .

There a r e  no m o tiv e s  e i t h e r  c o n s t a n t ly  good or c o n 

s t a n t ly  b a d . " I f  th e y  a r e  good or b a d , i t  i s  o n ly  on a c 

count o f t h e i r  e f f e o t s i  good , on a cco u n t o f  t h e i r  ten d e n c y  

to  produce p le a s u r e ,  or a v e r t  p a in s b ad , on aco o u n t o f  t h e i r  

ten d en cy  to  produce p a in , or a v e r t  p le a s u r e • “ * S in c e  mo

t i v e s  a re  s o  v a r io u s ,  on c a r r y in g  out any a c t i o n ,  a  man i s  

o f te n  a o te d  upon by com p etin g  m o tiv e s  w h ich  may be c i t h e r  

im p e ll in g  or r e s t r a in in g *  The u lt im a te  m otive  o f  p le a s u r e  

p o in t s  t o  th e  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e ,  h ow ever. T hus, Bentham d i s 

t in g u is h e s  m o t iv e s  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  ten d e n c y  w hich th e y  

appear t o  have t o  u n i t e ,  or  d i s u n i t e ,  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  

p a r ty  h im s e lf  and th o s e  o f  th e  o th e r  members o f  th e  commu

n i t y .  Such m o tiv e s  l i k e  good w i l l ,  lo v e  o f  r e p u t a t io n ,  de

s i r e  o f  a m ity , and r e l i g i o n ,  he c a l l s  * s o c i a l f H d is p le a s u r e ,  

“d i s s o c i a l i "  and p h y s ic a l  d e s i r e ,  p e c u n ia r y  i n t e r e s t ,  lo v e  

of p ow er, and s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  (w hich  in c lu d e s  th e  f e a r  o f

1* Op .  c l t . .  p .  102



-  199 -

th e  p a in s  o f  th e  s e n s e s ,  th e  l o r e  o f  e a s e ,  and th e  lo v e  o f  

l i f e ) ,  " s e lf -r e g a r d in g * "  The d io t a t e a  o f good w i l l  whioh  

a lo n e  i s  p u r e ly  s o c i a l ,  a r e  s u r e s t  o f  o o in o id in g  w ith  th o s e  

of th e  p r in c ip le  o f u t i l i t y ,  s in c e  th e  l a t t e r  are  th e  d ic 

t a t e s  o f th e  o th e r  s o c i a l  m o tiv e s  w hich a re  s e m i - s o c ia l  in  

f a o t ,  may and may n o t  conform  t o  th o se  o f  u t i l i t y *

T hose m o tiv e s  w h ich  a c t  in  th e  c h a r a o te r  o f  r e s t r a in  

in g  m o t iv e s ,  are  c a l l e d  " tu te la r y ;"  i f  th e y  are s ta n d in g  or  

c o n s ta n t , th e y  a o t  g e n e r a l ly  w ith  more or l e s s  f o r c e  to  

r e s t r a in  a  man from  an y  m isc h ie v o u s  a c t s ,  and i f  o c c a s io n a l  

th e y  a c t  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  p a r t ic u la r  o c c a s io n *  

O o o d -w ill, lo v e  o f  r e p u t a t io n ,  d e s ir e  o f  a m ity , and r e l i 

g io n , are th e  s ta n d in g  t u t e l a r y  m o t iv e s .  O cc a s io n a l t u t e 

la r y  m o t iv e s  may he an y  w h a tso ev er— su oh  a s  lo v e  o f  e a se  

and 3 a l f - p r e s e r v a t io n  in  p a r t i c u la r .

S e r v in g  a s  th e  c o n n e c t in g  l in k  b etw een  in t e n t io n s  

and m o t iv e s ,  th e r e  i s  what Bentham c a l l s  d i s p o s i t io n *  I t  

i s  a  ten d en cy  perm anent in  a  m an's frame o f  m ind, w hich i s  

to  be in f e r r e d  from  th e  ap p aren t ten d e n c y  o f th e  a o t and 

from th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  m o tiv e*  The n a tu re  o f  a  m an's d i s 

p o s i t i o n ,  s in c e  h i s  d i s p o s i t i o n  i s  th e  sum o f  h i s  in t e n 

t io n s  w hich owe t h e i r  b ir t h  to  m o t iv e s ,  depend s upon th e  na

tu r e  o f  th e  m o tiv e s  he. i s  a p t t o  be in f lu e n c e d  by— o r ,  in  

oth er  w ord s, upon th e  d e g r e e  o f  h i s  s e n s i b i l i t y  t o  th e  fo r c e  

o f  suoh and su ch  m o t iv e s*  I t  i s  c o n s id e r e d  in  two r e s p e c t s :  

a c c o r d in g  to  th e  in f lu e n c e  i t  h a s ,  e i t h e r ,  on h i s  own h a p p i-
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n e s s ,  o r , on th e  h a p p in e ss  o f  o t h e r s .  I t  i s  good or bad  

a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  e f f e c t s  i t  h a s  in  augm enting or d im in ish 

in g  th e  h a p p in e s s  o f  th e  community* For Bentham a s  w e l l  a s  

fo r  K ant, t o  reform  bad d i s p o s i t i o n  i s  "the b u s in e s s  r a th e r  

o f th e  m o r a l i s t  th an  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r , " 1 s in c e  i t  i s  q u i t e  

e v id e n t  th a t  d i s p o s i t i o n  i s  th e  ground o f  m o r a l i ty  r a th e r  

than o f l e g a l i t y *

S a n o tio n s  o f A c tio n  Enumerated*— As m o t iv e s ,  p le a 

su re  and p a in  ren d er  s e r v ic e  t o  r e a s o n , w h ich  p o in t s  t o  th e  

r ig h t  way w hereby th e  h a p p in e ss  o f  m y se lf  and o f  my f e l l o w -  

men a s  w e l l  may be f u r t h e r e d .  Y et r e a so n  must be g u id ed  by  

c e r ta in  s a n c t io n s  w ith  a u t h o r i t a t iv e  ground* O th e r w ise , 

a n t i - s o c i a l  co n d u ct m igh t e n s u e .  As t o  th e  c a u se s  o f a n t i 

s o c i a l  c o n d u c t , Bentham enum erates in  h i s  D eo n to lo g y  (P a r t I ,  

p p . 122 f f . )  fo u r  c l a s s e s — th a t  i s ,  f a l s e  p r i n c ip l e s  in  

m o r a ls , m is a p p l ic a t io n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  c r e e d s ,  p r e fe r e n c e  o f  

th e  s e l f - r e g a r d in g  t o  th e  s o c i a l  i n t e r e s t ,  and f i n a l l y  p r e 

fe r e n c e  o f  l e s s e r  p r e s e n t  t o  g r e a t  d i s t a n t  p le a su r e *  In  

s h o r t ,  a n t i - s o c i a l  co n d u ct i s  due t o  a  m is c a lc u la t io n  o f  

s e l f - i n t e r e s t  and u t i l i t y .

" S a n c t io n s ,1* a c c o r d in g  t o  Bentham, "are in d ucem ents  

t o  a c t io n *  They su p p ose  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t e m p t a t io n s .  

T em p tation s a r e  th e  e v i l *  s a n c t io n s  th e  rem edy. But n e i t h e r  

are s a n c t io n s  n or  te m p ta t io n s  a n y th in g  but p a in s  and p le a 

s u r e s ,  a c t in g  s i n g l y  in  th e  c a s e  o f  t e m p ta t io n s ,  a c t in g  a s
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s a n c t i o n s  i n  g r o u p s . "  * S a n c t i o n s  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  m ain  

s o u r c e s  of  p l e a s u r e  and p a i n  w h ich  f u n c t i o n  a s  t h e i r  ways 

of d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o r  a s  modes o f  o b l i g a t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of 

th e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  so  s i n c e  b o t h  a r e  c a p a b l e  of  

g i v i n g  a  b i n d i n g  f o r c e  t o  a ny  r u l e  o f  c o n d u c t  d e r i v e d  f rom  

any s o u r c e .  These  s a n c t i o n s  f i t  w e l l  i n t o  w ha t  we h a v e  

t e rm e d  " m o t i v a t i n g  f a c t o r s  o f  s o c i a l  c o n d u c t "  w h ich  k eep  

t h e  p l e a s u r e - s e e k i n g  and p a i n - a v o i d i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  f rom i n 

t e r f e r i n g  w i th  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  o t h e r s .

The s a n c t i o n s  of a c t i o n  h iv e  f i v e  m ain  c l a s s e s —
2

t h e  p h y s i c a l ,  t h e  s o c i a l ,  th e  p o l i t i c a l ,  t h e  m o r a l  o r  

p o p u l a r ,  and  t h e  r e l i g i o u s .  The p h y s i c a l  s a n c t i o n ,  d e r i v e d  

from t h e  p h y s i c a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  man i n  g e n e r a l ,  r e f e r s  t o  

b o d i l y  s e n s i b i l i t y ,  a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  t h e  p a i n s  and p l e a s u r e s  

a f f e c t i n g  t h e  b o d y .  I t  i s  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  g r o u n d  of  t h e  

r e s t ,  and  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  e a c h  o f  th em ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  may o p e r 

a t e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  th em .  The s o c i a l  or s y m p a t h e t i c  s a n c 

t i o n  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n ta l  a u t h o r i t y ;  t h e  m o r a l  or 

p o p u l a r ,  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  community ;  and t h e  r e 

l i g i o u s ,  t o  t h e  im m edia te  h<und o f  a  s u p e r i o r  i n v i s i b l e  b e i n g  

w he re f rom  we e x p e c t  p l e a s u r e s  and p a i n s  w i t h  h o p e s  o r  f e a r s .

The r e l i g i o u s  o r  superhum an s a n c t i o n  h a s  two p r i n -

he  o n t o l o g y . P a r t  I ,  p p .  8 7 - 8 8 .
2 .  The s o c i a l  s a n c t i o n  i s  m e n t io n e d  as  t h e  s e c o n d  one i n  

t h e  D e o n t o lo g y  ( P a r t  I ,  p p .  8 8 - 1 1 8 ) ,  w h e r e a s  i n  t h e  I n 
t r o d u c t i o n  t o  M o r a l s  and L e g i s l a t i o n  o n l y  t h e  o t h e r  f o u r  
a r e  e l a b o r a t e d .
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c ip a l  s o u r c e s  o f in f lu e n c e — f i r s t ,  th e  D iv in e  B e in g  supposed  

to  be c o g n iz a n t  o f t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f e v e r y  m isd eed  in  qu es

t i o n ,  and s e c o n d ly ,  p e r f e c t  know ledge o f  th e  e x a o t  q u a n t ity  

and q u a l i t y  o f  i t s  m a l ig n ity — v h ic h  would be g r e a t ly  s t r e n g th 

ened by th e  b e l i e f  in  a  p a r t i c u la r  fcro v id en o e . I t  i s  fou n d 

e d , and can  o n ly  be fo u n d e d , on th e  m oral a t t r i b u t e s  o f  God, 

and th eB e a t t r i b u t e s  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o in c id e  w ith  th o s e  o f  th e  

g r e a te s t  h a p p in e ss  p r in c ip le *  Suoh a  g r e a t  t h e i s t  a s  he i s ,  

Bentham d o e s  not c o n s id e r  th e  r e l i g i o u s  s a n c t io n  s e r io u s ly  

w h ile  h i s  i n t e r e s t  l i e s  a lm o st e n t i r e l y  in  th e  m oral and 

th e  p o l i t i o a l  s a n e t I o n - - p a r t i c u la r ly  in  th e  l a t t e r *

U s in g  th e  tw o term s “m o ra l” and “popular"  a lm o st a s  

synonym s, Bentham arg u es f o r  h i s  th e o r y  o f  p u b lic  op in ion  

as th e  r e o e iv e d  d e c i s io n  o f  s o c i e t y  on co n d u ct l a r g e ly  through  

h is  r e p u d ia t io n  o f  any d o c tr in e  o f  t h e  aumraum bonum a s  th a t  

h e ld  b y  Kant and any th e o r y  o f  c o n s c ie n c e  a s  th a t  ta u g h t by  

Adam Oraith* He c o n ten d s  th a t  th e  end o f a c t io n  i s  h a p p in ess  

and not th e  summum bonum s in c e  h a p p in e s s  i s  t o  be en jo y ed  

w h ile  th e  summum bonum i s  s im p ly  t o  be t a lk e d  of*  Pram th e  

f i e l d  o f  m orals he a tte m p ts  t o  g e t  r id  o f  " co n sc ien ce"  w ith  

suoh s im p le  weapons a s  f o l lo w s t  1

C o n sc ie n c e  i s  a  th in g  o f  f i c t i t i o u s  e x i s t -  
e n o e , su pp osed  t o  occupy a  s e a t  in  th e  m ind. A 
c o n s c ie n t io u s  p e r so n  i s  one who, h a v in g  made to  
h im s e l f  a  r u le  o f  c o n d u c t, s t e a d i l y  a b id e s  b y  i t *

-1* D e o n to lo g y . P a r t  I ,  p* 1 3 7 . I t a l i c  in  t e x t *
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In th e  common u se  o f  th e  p h r a se ,  i t  i s  im p lie d  
th a t  h i s  r u le  o f  co n d u o t i s  a  c o r r e c t  one*
But o n ly  in  so  f a r  a s  h i s  r u le  o f  co n d u ct i s  
c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  th e  p r i n c ip l e s  o f  u t i l i t y  can  
h i s  c o n s c ie n t io u s n e s s  b e  deemed v ir t u o u s .  
W henever h i s  c o n s c ie n t io u s n e s s  ta k e s  a d ir e c 
t io n  opposed t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  w e l l - b e in g ,  i t  i s  
p e r n ic io u s  in  th e  v e r y  p r o p o r t io n  o f  i t s  i n 
f lu e n c e  •

Good and e v i l  c o n s c ie n c e  a r e  som etim es u sed  
to  r e p r e se n t  th e  t r ib u n a l  b e fo r e  w hich a nan 
t r i e s  th e  m eritB  o f  h i s  own a c t io n s  in  h i s  own 
m ind, and th e  recom pense or punishm ent w hioh  
he a t t a c h e s  t o  t h o s e  a c t io n s *  A good c o n s c ie n c e  
i s  th e  fa v o r a b le  o p in io n  w hich a  man e n t e r t a in s  
of h i s  own con d u ct}  an e v i l  c o n s c ie n c e  i s  th e  
u n fa v o ra b le  d e c i s io n  o f  a  man on h i s  own con 
duot* But t h e  v a lu e  o f  th e  judgm ent g iv e n  roust 
w h o lly  depend on i t s  b e in g  s u b s e r v ie n t  t o ,  or 
r a th e r  on i t s  b e in g  an a p p l ic a t io n  o f  th e  g r e a t 
e s t  h a p p in ess  p r i n c i p l e .

The p u b lic  v o ic e  o f  th e  community once in t e r n a l i z e d  b y  Adam 

S n ith  a s  th e  "man w it h in  th e  breast'*  i s  now u t t e r l y  r e s to r e d  

by Bentham to  th e  community* There i s  l e f t  no  roam fo r  

c o n s c ie n c e ,  and th e r e  can be no " in te r n a l"  s a n c t io n  beyond  

th e  a lr e a d y  enum erated f i v e  " e x te r n a l"  ones*

The p o l i t i o a l  s a n c t io n  h as tw o b r a n c h e s , th e  j u d i 

c i a l  and th e  a d m in is tr a t iv e *  "The j u d i c i a l  a c t in g  a lm o st  

e x c l u s iv e ly  by p u n ish m en ts , th e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  m o s t ly  by  

rewards* T h is  s a n c t io n  becom es la w , and i s  c a l l e d  in to  oper

a t io n  upon a l l  th o s e  a o t s  w h ioh  l e g i s l a t i o n  makes p e n a l ,  or  

th o se  \d iic h  l e g i s l a t i o n  deems w orthy o f  p u b lic  recom p en se• • .  

I t  i s  th e  l e g i s l a t o r  r a th e r  th an  th e  m o r a l i s t ,  who i s  armed 

w it |i  th e  p o l i t i o a l  s a n c t io n * * ."  1 In t h i s  manner Bentham
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co n ten d s  fo r  le g a l i s m  th rou gh  governm ent a s  Kant d id *  N ever

t h e l e s s ,  f o l lo w in g  Hume, he r e p u d ia te d  th e  s o c i a l  c o n tr a c t  

th e o r y  and r e g a r d s  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een  th e  n a tu r a l and  

th e  o i v i l  s t a t e  a s  f i c t i t i o u s *  O bedience t o  law  and g o v ern 

m ent, a c c o r d in g  t o  h im , i s  h a b itu a l  and custom ary* I f  t h a t  

h a b itu a l  o b ed ien ce  i s  th e  b a s i s  o f a  s t a t e ,  any r ig h t  o f  r e 

s i s t a n c e  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  s u b j e c t s  can n ot be l e g a l  s in c e  

t h e ir  l e g a l  d u ty  i s  u n c o n d it io n a l o b ed ien ce*  Y et i t  i s  

an u n c o n d it io n a l  a t t r ib u t e  C f e v e r y  s u b j e c t  t o  e n jo y  th e  

m oral r ig h t  and I h l f i l  th e  m oral d u ty  to  r e s i s t  th e  suprem e 

power i f  n e c e ssa r y *

H owever, Bentham*s le g a l i s m  i s  n o t a s  r i g i d  a s  K ant’ s .  

I t  i s  i l i l l  o f  e d u c a t io n a l p u r p o r ts— n a y , governm ent i s  edu

c a tio n *  As a  c ir c u m sta n c e  governm ent " o p er a te s  p r i n c ip a l ly  

through  th e  medium o f  e d u c a t io n t  th e  m a g is tr a te  o p e r a tin g  

in  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  a  t u t o r  upon a l l  th e  members o f  th e  

s t a t e ,  b y  th e  d ir e o t io n  he g iv e s  t o  t h e i r  h op es and to  t h e i r  

f e a r s * * . The e f f e c t s  o f  th e  p e c u l ia r  power o f  th e  m a g is

t r a t e  are  s e e n  more p a r t i c u la r ly  in  th e  in f lu e n c e  i t  e x e r t s  

over th e  quantum and biaB  o f m en 's m o ra l, r e l ig lo u B ,  sympa

t h e t i c ,  a n t i p a t h e t i c  s e n s i b i l i t i e s • * * The a r t  o f  govern 

m ent, in  s o  fa r  a s  i t  c o n c er n s  th e  d i r e o t io n  o f  th e  a c t io n s  

o f  p e r so n s  in  a  n o n -a d u lt  s t a t e ,  Bentham c a l l s  th e  a r t  o f  

e d u c a tio n *  P r iv a te  e d u c a tio n  i s  engaged in  by th o s e  who, in

1 .  In tr o d u c t io n  t o  P r in c ip le s  o f  M orals and L e g i s la t i o n ,  p . 6 3 *
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v ir t u e  o f  some p r iv a te  r e l a t io n s h ip ,  a r e  th e  beB t a b le  t o  

d is c h a r g e  t h ia  o f f i c e ; p u b lic  e d u c a t io n  i s  e x e r c i s e d  by 

th oae  ^diose p r o v in c e  i t  i s  to  su p e r in te n d  th e  con d u ct o f  th e  

whole community* The governm ent o f  th e  s t a t e  ia  th e n  n o th 

in g  but an i n s t i t u t i o n — th e  h ig h e s t  i n s t i t u t i o n — o f  p u b lic  

ed u ca tio n *

P h i le  " d eon to logy*  fo r  Kant in c lu d e s  e t h i c s  and j u 

r is p r u d e n c e , fo r  Bentham i t  i s  p a r t  o f  e t h ic s *  I t  i s  " p r i

v a te  e t h i c s ."  E th ic s  in  g e n e r a l i s  " the a r t  o f  d i r e c t in g  

roan's a c t io n s  t o  th e  p r o d u c tio n  o f  th e  g r e a t  p o s s ib l e  quan

t i t y  o f  h a p p in e s s , on th e  p a r t  o f  th o s e  w hose i n t e r e s t  i s  

in  v iew ."  * The a r t  o f d i r e o t i n g  th e  a c t io n s  o f  o th e r  per

so n s i s  th e  a r t  o f governm ent; w hereas th e  a r t  o f  d i r e c t in g  

one’s  own a c t io n s  i s  th e  a r t  o f  s e l f -g o v e r n m e n t ,  w hich i s  

p r iv a te  e th ic s *

Moral ism  i s  a  m a tter  o f se lf -g o v e r n m e n t*  I t  e x h i

b i t s  th e  r u le s  ( l )  o f  p ru d en ce , or o f one’ s d u ty  t o  h im s e l f ,

(2 ) o f p o b i t y ,  or  o f h i s  n e g a t iv e  d u ty  to  h i s  n e i^ ib o r ,  and

( 3 ) o f  b e n e f ic e n c e ,  or o f  h i s  p o s i t i v e  d u ty  to  h i s  n e igh b or*  

D eo n to lo g y  or p r iv a te  e t h i c s  i s  th e r e fo r e  th e  s c ie n c e  by  

which h a p p in e ss  i a  c r e a te d  out o f  m o tiv e s  e x t r a - l e g i s l a t o r 

i a l ;  w hereas ju r isp r u d e n c e  i s  th e  s c ie n c e  by w hioh  law  i s  

a p p lie d  t o  th e  p r o d u ctio n  o f  f e l i c i t y *  The form er c o n c er n s  

m o r a l i t y ,  th e  l a t t e r  l e g a l i t y ;  a lth o u g h  b oth  m o r a l i ty  and

1 • * P * 310
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l e g a l i t y  m ust conform  t o  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  u t i l i t y *  "The 

l i n e  w hich s e p a r a te s  th e  d om in ion s o f  th e  L e g is la t o r  fr a n  

th o s e  o f  th e  D e o n t o lo g is t  i s  t o l e r a b l y  d i s t i n c t  and o b v io u s ,  

^here l e g a l  rew ards and p u n ish m en ts c e a s e  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w ith  

human a c t i o n s ,  th e r e  p r e c e p t s  o f  m o r a l i ty  come in  w ith  t h e i r  

i n f lu e n c e s .  The con d u ct w h ioh  i s  n o t g iv e n  over to  th e  

tr ib u n a ls  o f th e  s t a t e  f o r  ju d gm en t, b e lo n g s  t o  th e  t r ib u 

n a ls  o f  o p in io n —  o f  p u b lic  o p in io n  e s p e c i a l l y ."  1 Though 

the t e r r i t o r y  o f  m o r a l i ty  e n c lo s e s  th a t o f  l e g a l i t y ,  th e  

form er tu r n s  in t o  t h e  l a t t e r  a s  soon  a s  com p ulsory  f o r c e  from  

.d th o u t ap p ears t o  u n d e r ly  i t  in  th e  form o f  th e  t h r e a t s  o f  

pu nishm en t, or  o f  t h e  p ro m ises  o f  rew ard . N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e re  

are c a s e s ,  s a y s  Bentham , in  w hich punishm ent— th e punishm ent 

by th e  p o l i t i o a l  s a n c t io n — ought n ot to  be i n f l i c t e d ,  but 

p r iv a te  e t h i c s  d o e s  and ought t o  i n t e r f e r e .  T hese a r e  th o se  

in  w h ich  punishm ent would be g r o u n d le s s ,  i n e f f i c a c i o u s ,  un

p r o f i t a b l e ,  or  n e e d l e s s .  In su ch  o a s e s ,  th e  e y e s  o f  law  may 

be evaded b u t n o t th o s e  o f  m o r a ls i

I f  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  governm ent iB to  prom ote th e  

h a p p in ess  o f  th e  s o c i e t y  bry p u n is h in g  and r e w a r d in g , th e  gen

e r a l o b je c t  o f  law — how ever f l e x i b l e  i t s  r u le s  may be a cco rd 

in g  to  th e  n eed s o f  th e  d ay  under th e  g r e a t e s t  h a p p in ess  

p r in c ip le — i s  t o  augment th e  t o t a l  h a p p in ess  o f th e  com m unity, 

and th e r e fo r e  in  th e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  to  e x c lu d e  m is c h ie f .  T h is

D e o n to lo g y . P a r t I ,  p .  2 7 . I t a l i c s  m in e .
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b r in g s  u s in t o  th e  f i e l d  o f p e n a l law  and th e  th e o r y  o f  

punishm ent, w h ich  shew us a p ic tu r e s q u e  v ie w  e n t i r e l y  d i f 

fe r e n t  fr a n  th a t  o f  K ant’ B r e t r i b u t i v e  t h e o r y .

The m is c h ie f  o f  an a c t  fo r  Bentham 1b th e  a g g r e g a te  

of i t s  e v i l  c o n se q u e n c e s • Yet a l l  punishm ent i s  an e v i l .  

"Upon th e  p r in c ip le  o f  u t i l i t y ,  i f  i t  ought a t  a l l  to  be  

a d m itted , i t  ought o n ly  t o  be a d m itted  in  a s  f a r  a s  i t  p ro 

m ises  t o  e x c lu d e  some g r e a t e r  e v i l . '*   ̂ The f h n c t io n  and pur

pose of punishm ent Bentham d e s c r ib e s  v e r y  p r e c i s e l y  in  th e  

fo l lo w in g  p a ssa g e*  2

The im m ediate p r in c ip a l  end o f  punishm ent 
i s  to  c o n t r o l  a c t i o n .  T h is  a c t io n  i s  e i t h e r  
th a t  o f  th e  o f f e n d e r ,  or o f  o th ers*  th a t  o f  
th e  o ffe n d e r  i t  c o n t r o ls  by i t s  i n f lu e n c e ,  
e i t h e r  on h i s  w i l l ,  in  w hich c a s e  i t  i s  s a id  
t o  o p e r a te  in  th e  way o f  r e fo r m a t io n ; or on 
h is  p h y s ic a l  pow er, in  w hioH ~case~Tt i s  s a id  
to  o p e r a te  by d is a b le m e n tt th a t  o f  o th e r s  i t  
can in f lu e n c e  no o th e r w ise  than  by i t s  i n f l u 
en ce  over t h e i r  w i l l s }  in  w hich c a s e  i t  i s  
s a id  to  o p e r a te  in  th e  way o f  exam p le . . .  Ex
am ple i s  th e  m ost im p ortan t end o f  a l l ,  in  
p r o p o r t io n  a s  th e  number o f  th e  p e r so n s  under  
te m p ta tio n  to  o f f e n d  1b t o  o n e .

There a r e ,  h ow ever, fo u r  o b j e c t s  o f  punishm ent w h ic h , a  

l e g i s l a t o r ,  whose v ie w s  are govern ed  b y  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  

u t i l i t y ,  n a t u r a l ly  p r o p o ses  to  h im s e l f :  to  p r e v en t a l l  o f -

fe n o e s  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  t o  p rev en t th e  w o r st i f  a  man h as t o  

commit an o f fe n c e  o f  Bome s o r t ,  to  keep  down th e  m is c h ie f ,

1 .  I n t r o d u c t ion to  P r in c ip le  s o f  M orals and l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p .  
1 7 0 .

2 .  I b i d . ,  p p . 1 7 0 -171  f .  I t a l i c s  in  t e x t .
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and to  a c t  a t  th e  l e a s t  e x p e n s e . In c a s e  punishm ent i s  

g r o u n d le s s , i n e f f i c a c i o u s ,  u n p r o f i ta b le  or t o o  e x p e n s iv e ,  

or n e e d le s s ,  i t  ought n ot to  be i n f l i c t e d  a t  a l l .  O ther

w is e , m o r a lly  sp e a k in g , a  punishm ent i s  i n  th e  lo n g  run c a l 

c u la te d  "to in s p ir e  th e  p u b lic  w ith  s e n t im e n ts  o f  a v e r s io n  

tow ards th o s e  p e r n ic io u s  h a b it s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s  w ith  w hioh  

th e  o f fe n c e  a p p ea rs t o  be c o n n e c te d ; and th e r e b y  to  in c u l 

c a te  th e  o p p o s ite  b e n e f i c i a l  h a b i t s  and d i s p o s i t i o n s . * ^

Such an e d u c a t io n a l  th e o r y  o f p e n a lty  Kant would have repu

d ia te d  beyond a l l  doubt*

A f i n a l  o o n tr a n t in g  p o in t  betw een  th e  two g r e a t  

th in k e r s  i s  p r e c i s e ly  t h i s ,  th a t  w h ile  in  th e  e y e s  o f  Kant 

the l a s t  m urderer l e f t  in  p r is o n  m ust be e x e c u te d  e v en  on 

the ev e  o f th e  d o w n fa ll o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  reg im e , Bentham 

a d v o c a tes  w ith  the m ercy and p a t ie n c e  o f  an e n t h u s ia s t  th e  

n e c e s s i t y  o f p r is o n  reform  and th e  w e l l  trea tm en t of crim 

in a ls *  Kant drew a  sh arp  l i n e  o f d em arca tion  betw een  raor- 

a lls m  and l e g a l i s m ,  and l e f t  th e  gap unpaved* Bentham ad

m its  o f  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f th e  boundary l i n e ,  b u t la b o r io u s ly  

a ttem p ts  t o  push th e  f i e l d  o f  m oralism  in t o  th e  t e r r i t o r y  

o f le g a lis m *

2 .  The S o c lo - e t h lc a l  Approach— J« S .  M il l

Prom Bentham th e  le a d e r s h ip  in  u t i l i t a r i a n i s m  p a sse d
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through  James M il l  to  John S tu a r t  M il l  (1 8 0 6 -1 8 7 3 ) , w hose  

e s s a y  on U t i l i t a r ia n i s m  (p u b lis h e d  in  1 8 6 3 ) r e p r e s e n ts  th e  

c u lm in a tin g  phase o f th e  d o c tr in e *  Born th e  d u t i f u l  so n  o f  

James M i l l ,  he was r e a r e d  in  th e  s t r i o t e s t  u t i l i t a r i a n  doc

t r in e  and th e  p r in c ip l e s  o f th e  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  p sy c h o lo g y  

t o  c a r r y  on th e  t r a d i t io n ;  and a s  th e  acknow ledge d i s c i p l e  

of Bentham and Comte, he en deavored  t o  f in d  a  m ed ia te  way 

betw een  th e  tw o g r e a t  p r e d e c e s s o r s  by ad d in g  t o  th e  fo rm er’ s  

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  th e o r y  o f  human n a tu re  and p s y c h o lo g ic a l  

method o f a n a ly s is  th e  l e t t e r ’ s  s t r e s s  on th e  s o c i a l  e x i s t 

en ce  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  and on th e  c o n c e p tio n  o f  d ev e lo p m en t. 

D e sp ite  h i s  e x tr a o r d in a r y  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  h i s  fa th e r  and r e 

s p e c t  f o r  h i s  m a s te r s , in  e x c e s s  o f  M s  i n i t i a t i n g  o r ig in 

a l i t y  he cou ld  n o t but e la b o r a te  c e r t a in  d i s t in g u i s h in g  e l e 

m ents o f  th ou gh t whioh a l t o g e t h e r  mark th e  s t e p s  o f advance  

and d e p ic t  th e  z e n i t h  o f s i g n i f i c a n c e  in  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  

developm ent o f th e  u t i l i t a r i a n  sc h o o l*

H is i n t e l l e c t u a l  background h a v in g  been  s a tu r a te d  

w ith  h i s  know ledge o f th e  u t i l i t a r i a n  t r a d i t io n  and th e  p o s i 

t i v e  p h ilo s o p h y , John S tu a r t  M il l  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e  in  th e  

h is t o r y  o f  W estern e t h i c s  brought in t o  u se  the term  " u t i l i 

ta r ia n ism *  in  h i s  esB ay w h ic h , i f  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  from Ben- 

thara’ s  D e o n to lo g y  or P r iv a t e  E t h i c s , can  be l e g i t i m a t e l y  

c a l l e d  a  manual o f  S o o la l  E th ic s  a s  f a r  a s  i t  i s  an a ttem p t  

to  c o n tr ib u te  som eth in g  tow ard s th e  s o c i o - e t h i o a l  c r i t e r i o n —  

th e  g r e a t e s t  h a p p in e s s  p r i n c ip l e — and t o  r e s t a t e  i t  in  term s
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o f th e  s o c i a l i t y  o f  human n a tu re  and th e  e t h i c a l  s i g n i f i 

cance o f th e  in c r e a s in g  c o m p le x ity  o f  human r e la t io n s  fo r  

h a b it -  and c h a r a o te r - fo r m a tio n  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l*

Young M i l l ,  l i k e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  s t a r t e d  p r a c t i c a l l y  

from th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  Bentham , a c c e p t in g  th e  c r e e d  o f  u t i l i t y ,  

or th e  g r e a t e s t  h a p p in e ss  p r i n c i p l e ,  a s  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  

law and m o r a ls , and r e c o g n is in g  th e  t e l e o l o g i o a l  co n cep t ion  

o f a c t io n  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  e m p ir ic a l  way o f  e t h i c a l  judgm ent*

He waB v e r y  p a r t ic u la r  about a  c le a r  n o t io n  o f  th e  term  

“u t i l i t y "  which i s  v e r y  l i a b l e  t o  c o n fu s io n  w ith  “ex p ed ien cy *  

The l a t t e r  terra, a c c o r d in g  to  h im , r e f e r s  to  th e  p a r t ic u la r  

i n t e r e s t  o f th e  a g en t h im s e lf ;  th e  fo rm er , t o  th e  g e n e r a l  

in t e r e s t  o f  th e  community* To t h i s  end and sta n d a r d  o f  con

duct M il l  a d v o ca ted  an u n q u a l i f ie d  su b o r d in a t io n  o f  p r iv a te  

to  g e n e r a l  h a p p in e s s , w ith  an in t im a te d  argum ent— w hich does  

f o r e c a s t  S p en cer ’ s  v ie w p o in t— th a t  th e  c a lc u l a t io n  and con

s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  common w e l f a r e ,  though e m p ir ic a l ly  no room  

may be l e f t  fo r  i t ,  d oes work in  th e  in d iv i d u a l ’s  mind a s  a  

r e s u l t  o f  th e  w hole p a s t  d u r a t io n  o f th e  human s p e c i e s .  * 

Thus, w h ile  Bentham b u i l t  h i s  sy stem  p r im a r i ly  upon the s e l 

f i s h  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  in d iv id u a ls  who compose th e  com m unity, 

M ill  b ased  h i s  u t i l i t a r i a n i s m  on t h e i r  s o c i a l  m o tiv e s*  T h is  

i s  th e  u n d e r ly in g  c u r r e n t o f  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s *

1* Of* U t i l i t a r ia n is m *  On L ib e r t y .  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  Govern
m en t.  p p . £ l - 2 2 .
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On d e a l in g  w ith  th e  h e d o n is t ic  t e n d e n c ie s  o f  human 

n a tu r e . K i l l  makes a s  over a g a in s t  3entham *s q u a n t i t a t iv e  

e s t im a te  a  q u a l i t a t i v e  e s t im a te  o f  p le a s u r e s *  A c c o r d in g ly ,  

he te n d s  t o  th e  P la t o n ic  em p h asis on th e  m ental and t h e  in 

t e l l e c t u a l  c l a s s e s  o f  p le a s u r e s ,  and a l s o  t o  th e  i n e v i t a b le  

d isr e g a r d  o f  c o n s i s t e n t  E p icu rea n ism . S in ce  human b e in g s  

have f a c u l t i e s  more e le v a t e d  than th e  mere anim al a p p e t i t e s ,  

such p le a s u r e s  a s  th o s e  of th e  i n t e l l e c t ,  o f  th e  f e e l i n g s  

and im a g in a t io n , and o f th e  m oral s e n t im e n t s ,  are  f a r  more 

v a lu a b le  th a n  th o se  o f  mere s e n s a t io n .  U t i l i t a r i a n  w r i t e r s  

have a d m itted  t h i s  l a r g e ly  on a c co u n t of- th e  g r e a t e r  perma

n en cy , s a f e t y ,  and u n c o s t l i n e s s ,  o f  th e  form er* ’*It i s  

q u ite  c o m p a t ib le ," a f f ir m s  M i l l ,  "w ith th e  p r in c ip le  o f  

u t i l i t y  t o  r e c o g n iz e  th e  f a c t ,  t h a t  some k in d s  o f  p le a s u r e  

are more d e s ir a b le  and more v a lu a b le  than o th e r s*  I t  w ould  

be absurd  thn.t w h i l e ,  in  e s t im a t in g  a l l  o th e r  t h in g s ,  q u a l

i t y  i s  c o n s id e r e d  a s  w e l l  a s  q u a n t i ty ,  th e  e s t im a te  o f  p le a 

su re s  sh o u ld  be su p p osed  to  depend on q u a n t ity  a lo n e* "  *

Even c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  u t i l i t i e s ,  l i k e  l i b e r t y  and j u s t i c e ,  

d i f f e r  n o t  o n ly  in  d eg ree  but a l s o  in  kind* So d o es h a p p i-
o

n e s s i  T h e r e fo r e , M il l  a r g u e s  a s  fo l lo w s *

The u t i l i t a r i a n  m o r a l i ty  d o es r e o o g n lz e  
i n  human b e in g s  th e  power o f  s a c r i f i c i n g  t h e i r  
own g r e a t e s t  good fo r  th e  good o f  o t h e r s .  I t  
o n ly  r e f u s e s  t o  adm it t h a t  th e  s a c r i f i c e  i s

Op* c l t «, p* 7 .  I t a l i c  in  te x t*  2* Ib id  *. p p . 15-16*
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i t s e l f  a  g o o d . A s a c r i f i o e  w h ich  d oes n o t  
in c r e a s e , or tend  t o  in c r e a s e ,  th e  sum t o t a l  
o f  h a p p in e s s ,  i t  c o n s id e r s  a s  w a s te d . The 
o n ly  s e l f - r e n u n c i a t i o n  w hich i t  a p p la u d s , i s  
d e v o t io n  t o  th e  h a p p in e s s ,  or t o  some o f  th e  
means o f  h a p p in e s s , o f  o t h e r s |  e i t h e r  o f  man
k in d  c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  or o f  in d iv id u a ls  w ith in  
th e  l i m i t s  im posed b y  th e  c o l l e c t i v e  i n t e r 
e s t s  o f  m ankind.

To r e e n fo r c e  th iB  p o in t  o f  v ie w , he even  a p p e a ls  to  th e  B i

b l e ,  sa y in g *  1

In  th e  g o ld e n  r u le  o f  J e su s  o f  Na2a r e th ,  
we rea d  th e  co m p le te  s p i r i t  o f th e  e t h i c s  o f  
u t i l i t y .  To do a s  one would be done b y , and 
lo v e  o n e 's  n e igh b ou r  a s  o n e 's  s e l f ,  c o n s t i t u t e  
th e  id e a l  p e r f e c t io n  o f  u t i l i t a r i a n  m o r a l i t y .

The t e s t  o f  q u a l i t y ,  and th e  r u le  f o r  m easu rin g  i t

a g a in s t  q u a n t i t y ,  i a  "the p r e fe r e n c e  f e l t  by th o s e  who in

t h e i r  o p p o r t u n it ie s  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  t o  w h ich  m ust be added t h e i r

h a b it s  o f  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and s e l f - o b s e r v a t i o n ,  are  b e s t
2

fu r n ish e d  w ith  th e  means o f com p arison ."  T ills  a p p a r e n t ly  

im p lie s  th e  a s s e r t io n  th a t  th e  le a d e r s h ip  o f  e x p e r t s  m ust 

be fo l lo w e d  by everybod y* As to  why th e s e  e x p e r ts  p r e fe r  one 

kin d  o f p le a s u r e  t o  a n o th e r , M il l  a c co u n ts  f o r  i t  on th e  

ground o f  t h e i r  " sen se  o f  d ig n ity "  tar s e l f - r e s p e c t  w h ich  

d is c r im in a te s  them . I t  i s  due t o  t h i s  s e n s e  o f  d ig n i t y  th a t  

an in d iv id u a l  m igh t e v en  p r e fe r  t o  s a c r i f i c e  h i s  l i f e  f o r  

the good o f  th e  community Which i s  in  h is  e y e s  f a r  more s i g -

1. Op» o i t .« p . 16. 2 .  Ib id .,  p . 11.
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n i f io a n t  than h i s  g o o d . " I t  i s  b e t t e r  t o  be a human b e in g  

d i s s a t i s f i e d  th an  a  p ig  s a t i s f i e d ;  b e t t e r  to  be S o c r a te s  

d i s s a t i s f i e d  th an  a f o o l  s a t i s f i e d . "  1 T hus, from Bentham*s 

h e d o n is t ic  sta n d a rd  o f  v a lu e  M ill  p a s s e s  over  to  a  "human

i s t i c "  o n e . Bentham ta k e s  p le a s u r e  d e r iv e d  from  s e l f - i n t e r 

e s t  a s  th e  sta n d a rd  fo r  v a lu e ;  M il l  r a th e r  s e e k s  fo r  a s t a n 

dard fo r  p le a s u r e ,  w hich h e  f i n d s  in  th e  s e l f - r e a p e o t  o f hu

m an ity .

Coming to  th e  tre a tm en t o f th e  s a n c t io n s  o f  the  

p r e c e p ts  o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  h a p p in e ss  p r i n c i p l e ,  M il l  a d m its  

a l l  th e  " ex tern a l"  s a n c t io n s  Bentham en u m erated , t o  w hich  

he adds th e  s o - c a l l e d  " in t e r n a l* s a n c t io n s — th e p e r so n a l  

f e e l in g  o f  d u ty  and th e  s o c i a l  f e e l i n g  o f  u n i t y  w ith  th e  

group . Through the p s y c h o lo g y  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  and o f  h a b it  

he a tte m p ts  t o  g iv e  an e m p ir ic a l  a cco u n t o f  th e  o r ig in  and 

developm ent of th e s e  in t e r n a l  s a n c t io n s ,  w ith  th e  im m ediate  

r e s u l t  th a t  he has t o  r e c o g n iz e  th e  immense c a p a b i l i t y  o f  

s e l f - c u l t u r e  on th e  p a r t  o f th e  human o rg a n ism . These v a r 

io u s s t e p s  a l t o g e t h e r  c o n s t i t u t e  M i l l ’ s  g r e a t e s t  c h a l le n g e  

to  Bentham’ s  p o s i t i o n .

The in t e r n a l  s a n c t io n  o f  d u ty , w h atever  the sta n d a rd  

o f d u ty  may b e ,  i s  a  f e e l i n g  in  our m in d . "The f e e l i n g ,  when 

d i s in t e r e s t e d ,  and c o n n e c t in g  i t s e l f  w ith  th e  pure id e a  o f  

d u ty , and n ot w ith  some p a r t i c u la r  form  o f  i t ,  or w ith  any

Op* c i t .«  p .  9 .
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o f  th e  m erely  aooesB ory  c ir c u m s ta n c e s , i s  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  

C o n sc ie n c e ."  1 I t  i s  th e  u lt im a te  in t e r n a l  s a n c t io n  r ec o g 

n iz e d  by b o th  th e  i n t u i t i v e  and th e  e m p ir ic a l  e t h i o s ,  w h eth er  

i t  i s  in n a te  or im p la n te d . C o n sc ien ce  a s  th e  c o u r t  o f  

m oral o a s e s ,  once b a n ish ed  by Benttiara from  e t h i c s ,  i s  now 

r e s to r e d  to  i t  by M i l l .

A coord ing  to  M i l l ,  t h i s  f e e l i n g  o f  d u ty  i s  not in 

n a te ,  b u t a c q u ir e d . The m oral f a c u l t y  I s  a  n a tu r a l  o u t

growth from  human n a tu re  i f  n o t a  p a r t  o f  i t .  I t s  b ir t h  

i s  sp o n ta n e o u s , and y e t  i t  i s  s u s c e p t ib l e  o f b e in g  brought  

by c u l t i v a t i o n  t o  a h ig h  d e g r ee  o f  d ev e lo p m en t. A l l  con

s c ie n t io u s  f e e l i n g s ,  when i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u ltu r e  g o e s  on, 

are im p lan ted  by e d u c a t io n .  They a lw ays need  enough ca re  

and c u l t iv a t io n *  But th e y  are n o t p o s s e s s e d  by e v er y b o d y .

The mass o f  p e o p le  are  l e f t  a t  th e  m ercy o f  th e  e x te r n a l  

s a n c t io n s .  3 in o e  w i l l  i s  am enable to  h a b i t ,  th e  f e e l i n g  

o f  d u ty  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  se n se  o f  d i g n i t y  depends upon th e  

g e n e r a l c u l t iv a t i o n  o f  n o b le  ohar& oter on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  

few  com petent fo r  le a d e r s h ip .

The f e e l i n g  o f  d u ty , when a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  u t i l i t y ,  

must n eed s r e l y  upon "the s o c i a l  f e e l i n g s  o f  mankind} th e  

d e s ir e  t o  be in  u n i t y  w ith  our f e l l o w  c r e a t u r e s ."  2 The con 

v i c t i o n  th a t  t h i s  f e e l i n g  o f  u n i t y  w ith  f e l l o w  c r e a tu r e s  i s  

an a t t r ib u t e  w hich i t  would n o t be w e l l  f o r  everyb od y  t o  be
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w ith o u t , I s  th e  u l t im a te  s a n o t io n  o f th e  g r e a t e s t  h a p p in ess  

m o r a lity , th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  b i l l ’ s  u t i l i t a r i a n i s m -  A l l  s o 

c i a l  f e e l i n g s  are  compounded o f  (1 ) sym pathy w ith  th e  p le a 

su r e s  and p a in s  o f  o th e r s  a s  con seq u en t upon th e  in e v i t a b le  

a s s o c ia t io n  o f th e  s e l f  w ith  o th er  e q u a l s e l v e s  and a l s o  

upon th e  n e o e s s i t y  o f c o o p e r a t io n  in  ev ery d a y  l i f e ,  and (2 )  

h a b it s  o f  c o n s u l t in g  o th e r s '  w e lfa r e  from a  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  

mutual need  and im p l ic a t io n  o f i n t e r e s t s ,  w hich are c u l t i 

v a ted  in  th e  p r o c e a s  o f  e d u c a t io n  and s o c i a l  l i f e .  A ltr u 

i s t i c  im p u lse s  are  n a tu r a l b e c a u se  ev ery b o d y  i s  born in t o  

s o c ia l  l i f e .  MThe s o c i a l  s t a t e  i s  a t  onOe so  n a t u r a l ,  so  

n e o e so a r y , and so  h a b itu a l  to  man, t h a t ,  e x c e p t  in  some un

u su a l c ir c u m sta n c e s  or by an e f f o r t  o f  v o lu n ta r y  a b s tr a c 

t io n ,  he n ev er  c o n c e iv e s  h im s e l f  o th e rv /ise  than  a s  a  member 

of a body; and t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  r iv e t e d  more and m ore, 

as mankind a r e  further rem oved from  th e  B ta te  o f  sa v a g e  in 

dependence*" * ThiB p a ssa g e  c l e a r l y  im p l ie s  th e  s o c i a l  

b a s is  o f  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and a l s o  p o in t s  to  an o rg a n ic  

view  o f  s o c i e t y .

?he w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  an in d iv id u a l  t o  s a o r i f i o e  h i s  

own end f o r  th e  end o f  th e  g r o u p . H i l l  a g a in  e x p la in s  by th e  

o p e r a t io n s  o f  th e  law  o f  a s s o c ia t io n *  S in c e  t h e  u l t im a t e  end  

o f a l l  s o c i a l  con d u ct i s  h a p p in e s s ,  e a ch  one o f  th e  v a r io u s  

means t o  a t t a i n  to  t h i s  end may be d e s ir a b le  b o th  in  and f o r

1 . Op* alt*, p.* 29*
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tween means and ends th a t  what was on ce  d e s ir e d  a s  a  m eans, 

has oome t o  be d eB lred  f o r  i t s  own s a k e . In  su ch  a c a s e  

the means h a s a lr e a d y  tu rn ed  i d e n t i c a l  w ith  or i n t o  a p a r t  

o f th e  e n d . T h u s, th e  mere p o s s e s s io n  o f  v i r t u e ,  o f  m oney, 

of pow er, or o f  a n y th in g  co n d u civ e  t o ,  or a s s o c ia t e d  w i t h  

h a p p in e ss , i s  a  so u rc e  o f  p le a s u r e  and i s  th e r e fo r e  d e s ir e d  

for i t s  own sa k e .

The l a s t  p o in t  o f  d i f f e r e n c e ,  th ou gh  n o t o f  th e  l e a s t  

im p ortan ce, i s  M i l l ' s  em p hatio  tr e a tm e n t o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  sa n c 

t io n  w h ich  Bentham d id  n ot ta k e  s e r i o u s l y .  The e s s a y  on 

the " U t i l i t y  o f  R e l ig io n *  w r i t t e n  (b etw een  1850 and 1858)  

p r io r  to  th e  U t i l i t a r ia n i s m  was a fo r e g o in g  a ttem p t to  d e s 

cr ib e  th e  m oral u s e f u ln e s s  o f  r e l i g i o n .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  M il l  

t r e a t s  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  a s  an in stru m en t o f  s o c i a l  good* 1 

R e l ig io n ,  a c c o r d in g  to  h im , e x e r c i s e s  enorm ous in f lu e n c e s  on 

th e  human mind th ro u g h  th e  pow ers o f  i t s  th r e e  e s s e n t i a l  

appanages— th o s e  o f  a u t h o r i ty  and o f  e d u c a t io n  w h ich  op e

r a te  th ro u g h  m en 's in v o lu n ta r y  b e l i e f s ,  f e e l i n g s  and d e

s i r e s ,  and th e  power o f  p u b l ic  o p in io n  w h ich  o p e r a te s  d i r 

e c t ly  on t h e i r  n o t io n s .  I t  i s  p o w erfu l n o t by i t s  i n t r i n s i c  

f o r c e ,  b u t b e c a u se  i t  has w ie ld e d  a l l  t h e s e  a d d i t io n a l  and 

more m ighty p o w ers. N e x t , M il l  c o n s id e r s  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  

as an in str u m e n t o f  in d iv id u a l  g o o d . As l i f e  i s  su rrounded

1 . " U t i l i t y  o f  R e l i g i o n ,1* ThTttt f  BMW IT m  B e lla lo .n .  p p . 
7 7 -9 5 .
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by m ysteries, imagination takes place and the b e l ie f  in in** 

v is ib le  beings causes fe a r . R eligion i s  Just “the product 

of the craving to know whether these imaginary conceptions 

have r e a l i t i e s  answering to them in some other world than

d e a th ,*  c o n t in u e s  M i l l ,  "becom es th e  can vas vthioh e v er y  m ind, 

a c c o r d in g  to  i t s  c a p a c i t y ,  c o v e r s  w ith  su ch  i d e a l  p lo t u r e s  

a s i t  can e i t h e r  in v e n t  or c o p y . .*  So lo n g  a s  human l i f e  

i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  to  s a t i s f y  human a s p i r a t i o n s ,  so  lo n g  th e r e  

w i l l  b e  a c r a v in g  f o r  h ig h e r  t h i n g s ,  w h ich  f in d s  i t s  m ost 

o b v io u s s a t i s f a c t i o n  in  r e l ig io n *  So lo n g  a s  e a r t h ly  l i f e  

i s  f u l l  o f  s u f f e r in g s ,  so  lo n g  th e r e  w i l l  be need o f  c o n -  

e o la t i o n s ,  w h ich  th e  hope o f  heaven a f f o r d s  to  th e  s e l f i s h ,
g

th e  lo v e  o f  Ood to  th e  te n d e r  and g r a t e f u l , *

re lig io n  of theism on the ground that the former, w ith  

the sense o f unity with mankind and a deep fe e lin g  for  the 

general good as i t s  b a s is , has certa in  advantages over any 

fora o f supernaturalism* In the f i r s t  p la ce , the r e lig io n  

of humanity i s  d isin terested , carrying the thoughts and fee l^  

ings out of s e l f ,  and fix in g  them on an u n se lf ish  o b jec t, 

loved and pursued as an end for i t s  own sakei whereas the

o u r s .*  1 " B e l ie f  in  a Ood o r  G ods, and in  a l i f e  a f t e r

As in f lu e n c e d  by Com te, M il l  f i n a l l y  h as t o  a rg u e
*

fo r  th e  suprem acy o f  th e  r e l i g i o n  o f  hum anity ov er  th e
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su p e r n a tu r a l r e l i g i o n s ,  feusy in v o lv e d  in  p r e m ises  and
1

th r e a t s  r e g a r d in g  a  fu tu r e  l i f e ,  do e x a c t l y  th e  c o n tr a r y *  

F urtherm ore, i t  fu n c t io n s  b e t t e r  th a n  any su p e r n a tu r a l r e l i 

g io n  a s  a  means o f  e le v a t in g  and Im proving human n a tu re*  In  

t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  M il l  d e c la r e s  t h a t  th e  Author o f  th e  Sermon

on th e  Mount i s  a s s u r e d ly  a f a r  more b en ig n a n t B e in g  th an
2

th e  A uthor c f  N a tu r e . So u n f o r t u n a t e ly ,  he rem ark s, e v e r y  

C h r is t ia n  i s  o b l ig e d  t o  b e l ie v e  th a t  th e  same b e in g  i s  th e  

author o f both* " T h is , u n le s s  h e  r e s o l u t e l y  a v e r t s  h i s  mind 

from th e  s u b j e c t ,  o r  p r a c t i s e s  th e  a c t  o f q u ie t in g  h is  con

s c ie n c e  by s o p h is t r y ,  in v o lv e s  him in  m oral p e r p l e x i t i e s  

w ith o u t end; s in c e  th e  ways o f  h i s  D e ity — e* g .»  th e  c r e a 

t io n  o f  a  H e ll  and th e  p r e d e s t in a t io n  o f  human b e in g s — in  

N ature a r e  on many o o c a s io n s  t o t a l l y  a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  th e  

p r e c e p t s ,  a s  he b e l i e v e s ,  o f  th e  same D e ity — e»g* atonem ent 

and red em p tion — in  th e  G o sp e l* H

3* The E v o lu t lo n la t l c  Approach— Spenoer

The u t i l i t a r i a n i s m ,  w h ich  Bentham and J* 3* M ill  

had b u i l t  up cm no d e f i n i t e  m e ta p h y s ic a l b a s i s ,  was m eanw hile  

tran sform ed  in t o  an e v o lu t io n a r y  e t h i c s  by  H erbert Spenoer  

(1 8 2 0 -1 9 0 3 ) , who in t e r p r e t e d  i t s  le g a c y  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  h i s

l * I*  fop ™ * p p . 5 7 -5 8 , f*  1 .
2 .  " U t i l i t y  o f  R e l ig io n ,"  T hree Be sa y s  on R e l ig io n .  p # U 2 .  
3* I b id *, p* 113* I t a l i c s  m ine*
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s y n t h e t ic  and s y s t e m a t ic  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  ooam ic e v o lu t io n .

As th e  im m ediate c o n se q u e n c e , he advanced  from  th e in d u c t iv e  

and e x p er im en ta l n a tu r e  o f  th e  p r e c e p t s  o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s  

t o  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  g iv in g  a l l  r u le s  o f con d u ct a  deduc

t iv e  and n e o e ssa r y  c h a r a c te r *  The b a s ic  p r e m ises  were s e t  

f o r th  in  h i s  F ir s t  P r in c ip l e s  p u b lish e d  in  1864 in  w hich  

he a ttem p ted  a  w orking  out of u l t im a te  u n iv e r s a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  

To th e  d o c tr in e  o f co sm ic  e v o lu t io n  w h ich  he had d e v e lo p e d  

q u ite  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  C h a r le s  D arw in, Spenoer added h i s  

’H e g e lia n ” c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  t r u th  g e n e r a l ly  l i e s  in  th e  co

o r d in a t io n  of a n t a g o n is t ic  o p in io n B i and on d e v e lo p in g  h i s  

p h ilo so p h y  o f  e v o lu t io n is m  a s  a  system  o f  nc o m p le te ly -u n i-  

f i e d  k n ow led ge” he fo c u s e d  h i s  a t t e n t io n  upon th e  se a r c h  fo r  

the common agreem ent among a n t a g o n is t ic  op p on en ts and f o r  

the agreem ent among th e  ag reem en ts s o  a s  to  a r r iv e  a t  th e  

agreem ent o f  th e  h ig h e s t  d e g r e e  o f  s y n t h e t ic  g e n e r a l i t y .  

T h e r e fo r e , th rou gh ou t t h e  c o u r se  o f  h i s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  sy stem  

he a ttem p ted  to  c o o r d in a te  and r e c o n c i l e  r e l i g i o n  and s o ie n o c ,  

th e  unknowable and th e  k n ow ab le , th e  a b s o lu te  and th e  r e l a 

t i v e ,  r a t io n a lis m  and e m p lr lo lsm ; so  th a t  in  th e  f i e l d s  o f  

s o c io lo g y  and e t h i c s  he s y n th e s iz e d  in d iv id u a lis m  w ith  c o l 

l e c t iv i s m ,  and ego ism  w ith  a l t r u is m .

I n t e r p r e t in g  th e  w orld  phenom ena, b o th  organ ic  and 

in o r g a n ic , in  term s o f  a p r o c e s s  o f  c o n s ta n t  e v o lu t io n ,  Spen

oer  d e v e lo p e d  h i s  s o c i a l  and m oral t e a c h in g s  around th e  tw o  

co n c ep ts  o f a d a p ta t io n  and h e r e d i t y .  T herefrom  d ed u ced , l i f e
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s im p ly  c o n s i s t s  in  " th e  c o n t in u o u s  a d ju stm e n t o f  in t e r n a l  

r e l a t i o n s  t o  e x t e r n a l  r e la t io n s * "  1 I t  i s  a  p r o g r e s s iv e  

a d a p ta t io n  o f  s u b j e c t iv e  to  o b j e c t iv e  f a c t o r s ,  so  t o  sp eak *  

S o c ia l  l i f e  i s  th e n  n o th in g  o th e r  th a n  t h e  p r o g r e s s iv e  adap

t a t i o n  o f  man t o  h i s  p l a s t i c  e n v ir o n m e n t , p h y s i c a l  and s o 

c ia l *  R e f e r r in g  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  baok t o  

th a t  o f  th e  r a c e ,  S p en oer t r e a t s  o f  s o c i e t y  l i k e  an  i n d i 

v id u a l  o rg a n ism . H is  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  S o c io lo g y  (1 8 7 6 -1 8 9 6 )  

th u s  c o n c e r n s  s u p e r -o r g a n ic  e v o lu t io n — t h a t  p h a se  o f  e v o 

l u t i o n  w h ich  in c lu d e s  " a l l  t h o s e  p r o c e s s e s  and p r o d u c ts  w h ich
2

im p ly  th e  c o -o r d in a t e d  a c t i o n s  o f  many i n d i v i d u a l s . ' ’

T h e r e in  a re  c l e a r l y  en u m erated  th e  fo r m a t iv e  f a c t o r s  o f  s o 

c i e t y  and th e  n o rm a tiv e  f a c t o r s  o f  c o n d u c t .  ®

The b e h a v io r  o f  e v e r y  a g g r e g a te  i s  d e te r m in e d  by  

th e  n a tu r e  o f  i t s  com ponent u n i t s  and th e  f o r c e s  t o  w h ic h  i t  

1 b ex p o sed *  S o c ia l  phenom ena, from  t h i s  p o in t  o f  v ie w ,  m ust 

depend p a r t l y  cm th e  n a tu r e s  o f  th e  i n d iv i d u a l s  and p a r t l y  

on th e  f o r c e s  th e  in d iv id u a l s  a r e  s u b j e c t  to *  As to  th e  

o r ig i n a l  f a c t o r s  o f  s o c i a l  phenom ena, S p en oer en u m era te s  e x 

t r i n s i c  f a c t o r s  su oh  a s  t h o s e  o f  c l i m a t e ,  o f  s u r f a c e ,  o f  

f l o r a ,  and o f  fa u n a s  and i n t r i n s i c  f a o t o r s  o f  th e  p h y s ic a l  

t r a i t s ,  o f  th e  e m o tio n a l t r a i t s ,  and o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

t r a i t s ,  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  man ta k e n  a s  a  s o c i a l  u n i t *  A sid e

1* F i r s t  P r i n c i p l e s .  S e c .  2 5 .
2* P r i n c i p l e s  o f  S o c i o lo g y .  V o l*  I ,  S ec*  2*
3• I b i d . .  ch!. I ' l .  fit s e q .
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from t h e s e ,  h e  en u m erates f i v e  se c o n d a r y  or d e r iv e d  s e t s  o f  

f a c t o r s *  (1 )  th e  p r o g r e s s iv e  m o d i f ic a t io n s  o f  th e  e n v ir o n 

m en t, in o r g a n ic  and o r g a n ic ,  w h ich  s o c i e t i e s  e f f e c t !  (2 )  

th e  in c r e a s in g  s i z e  and d e n s i t y  o f  th e  s o c i a l  a g g r e g a te ?

(3 )  th e  r e c ip r o c a l  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  s o c i e t y  and i t s  u n i t s  

as c o n se q u e n t upon th e  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e tw een  t h e  coim m inity  

and e a ch  member o f  i t >  (4 )  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  s u p e r - o r 

g a n ic  en v iro n m en t a s  co n se q u en t upon th e  in t e r a c t ! o n  b etw een  

one s o c i e t y  and a n o th e r ;  and f i n a l l y ,  (5 )  th e  a c c u m u la tio n  

o f  a ip e r - o r g a n ic  p r o d u c ts  su ch  us m odem  a p p l ia n c e s ,  l a n 

g u a g e , Icnow ledge, c u sto m s, la w s ,  and i n s t i t u t i o n s .

The oom bined a c t i o n s  o f  th e  i n d iv i d u a l s  b r in g  about  

s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s — d o m e s t ic ,  c e r e m o n ia l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  e c c l e s 

i a s t i c a l ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  and i n d u s t r i a l — e a c h  o f  w h ich  p re 

s c r ib e s  a  c e r t a i n  s e t  o f  r u le s  r e g u la t in g  human a c t i o n .  That 

s e t  a s  p r e s c r ib e d  and e n fo r c e d  by th e  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  

i s  la w , w hose o r i g i n a l  a s  w e l l  a s  e s s e n t i a l  s o u r c e  S p en oer  

f in d s  i n  c u s to m . * I t s  b in d in g  f o r c e  i s  p r im a r i ly  t h e  s e n s e  

o f  f e a r ,  th e  u l t im a t e  m o tiv e  o f a l l  l e g a l  c o n d u c t .  J u s t  a s  

th e  f e a r  o f  th e  dead beoom es th e  r o o t  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  co n 

t r o l ,  th e  f e a r  o f th e  l i v i n g  becom es th e  r o o t  o f  th e  p o l i 

t i c a l  c o n t r o l .  S in c e  b o th  have th e  same p s y c h o lo g ic a l  g ro u n d ,

in  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f s o c i a l  e v o lu t io n  th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  or no
*

d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  s a c r e d  law  and s e c u l a r  la w , and b e tw een

1 .  2ilL** V o l .  I I ,  S e c .  529
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th e  r e l i g i o u s  and  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s a n c t i o n s .

The l a v s  o f r e c o g n is e d  human o r i g i n ,  a s  d i f f e r e n 

t i a t e d  from  t h . s e  o f  su p p o sed  d iv in e  o r i g i n ,  a g a in  d i f f e r 

e n t i a t e  i n t o  t h o s e  d e r iv e d  from  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  r u l in g  

a g en cy  and t h o s e  d e r iv e d  from  th e  a g g r e g a te  o f  p r iv a t e  i n 

t e r e s t s .  The c o n s e n s u s  o f  i n d iv id u a l  i n t e r e s t s  i s  th e  

Bource o f  l e g a l  o b l i g a t i o n ,  in  w h ic h  law s o r ig in a t e  im per

s o n a l ly  and have e q u a l i t y  a s  t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  p r i n c i p l e .  I t  

was dom inant b e f o r e  p e r s o n a l  a u t h o r i t y  grew  u p , and a g a in  

becom es dom in an t a s  th e  pow er o f th e  p o l i t i c a l  head  d e c l i n e s —  

as i n d u s t r i a l i s m  f o s t e r s  an i n c r e a s i n g l y  f r e e  p o p u la 

t io n — a s th e  t h i r d  e le m e n t  in  th e  t r iu n e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  

lo n g  s u b o r d in a te d , grow s a g a in  p r e d o m in a n t. I t  now adays f i n d s  

i t s  e la b o r a t e d  e x p r e s s io n  in  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y . A ccord

in g  t o  S p e n c e r , th e  im p e r s o n a l ly -d e r iv e d  law — th e  lav; de

r iv e d  from  th e  c o n s e n s u s  o f  in d iv id u a l  i n t e r e s t s — becom es  

an a p p l ie d  sy s te m  o f  e t h i c s ,  n a m ely , t h a t  p a r t  o f  e t h i c s  co n 

c e r n in g  m en*s J u s t  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  one a n o th e r  and w ith  th e  

com m unity. *

In  h i s  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  E t h ic s  (1 8 7 9 -1 8 9 3 )  S p en cer  ad

van ced  tw o s i g n i f i c a n t  s t e p s  beyond th e  l i m i t s  o f  Bentham  

and M i l l .  F i r s t ,  he s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  " u t i l i t y ” a s  th e  end  

and s ta n d a r d  o f  a o t i o n  a  m ore o b j e c t i v e  c o n c e p t io n — th e  

m a in ten a n ce  o f  l i f e  u n d er  w h ich  b o th  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  and

I .  * .V ol .  I I ,  S e c .  534 .
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s p e c ie s - p e r p e t u a t io n  a r e  subsum ed- C o n d u ct, d e f in e d  a s  

«the a d ju stm e n t o f  a c t s  t o  e n d s ,"  1 t o  th e  en d s  o f  s e l f - p r e 

s e r v a t io n  and 3p e c ie s - p e r p e t u a t i o n ,  i s  good or bad a c c o r d 

in g  a s  t h a t  a d ju stm e n t i s ,  or i s  n o t ,  e f f i c i e n t .  E f f i c i e n t  

ad ju stm en t y i e l d s  p le a s u r e }  i n e f f i c i e n t  a d ju s tm e n t , p a in .

The c o n t in u o u s  e x i s t e n c e  and d eve lop m en t o f  l i f e  i s  e v i 

d e n t ly  c o n d it io n e d  by th e  accom panim ent o f  th e  h u r t f u l  w ith  

p a in  and o f th e  a d v a n ta g e o u s  w ith  p l e a s u r e .  T h is  l e a d s  

Sp en cer t o  th e  i n e v i t a b l e  a s s e r t i o n  -‘t h a t  o o n d ic t  i s  good

or bad a o o o r d in g  a s  i t s  t o t a l  e f f e c t s  are  p le a s u r a b le  or
2

p a in fu l* "

At th e  seco n d  s t e p  o f  a d v a n c e , S p en cer  m o d if ie d  th e  

a s s o c i a t i o n a l  a o c o u n t o f  th e  b ir t h  and grow th  o f  m oral s e n 

tim en t b y  a d v o c a t in g  th e  l i e r e d i t y  o f  m oral e x p e r ie n c e s  a c 

q u ired  by th e  grou p  a s  w e l l  a s  b y  th ejin d i v i d u a l .  The p rob 

lem a s  t o  how the co^non w e l fa r e  can  become an end and mo

t i v e  o f  a c t i o n  u n d er  th e  g u id a n c e  o f th e  o r ig i n a l  a e l f - s e e k -  

in g  im p u lse  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  had p e r p le x e d  .Bentham a  l o t .  

T h is S p en cer  a t t a c k s  on th e  ground t h a t  c e r t a i n  m ora l e x p e r 

i e n c e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  o f u t i l i t y ,  have b e e n  d e v e lo p e d  

and in h e r i t e d  in  th e  human s p e c i e s  from  one g e n e r a t io n  t o  

a n o th e r . In  t h e  o o u rse  o f  e v o lu t io n  th e y  a r e  im p la n te d  i n t o  

th e  n erv o u s sy s te m  w ith  i t s  t e n d e n c ie s ,  w h ic h  a re  t r a n s m it t e d

1 .  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  E t h i c s .  V o l .  I .  S e c .  2 .
2. i\> ld :,Sef.‘T(J.-------
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as p h y s ic a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  and - fu n c tio n  in  in d iv i d u a l s  a s  

a o l f - e v i d e n t  m oral id e a s  -when a c t u a l i z e d *  These q u a l i t i e s  

must be f i t ,  u s e f u l ,  and a o n d u c iv e  t o  th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  

l i f e .  S o c i a l  i n s t i n o t s  a r e  s im p ly  some o f  thorn th u s  d e 

v e lo p e d  b y  n a tu r a l  s e l e c t i o n .  Oat  o f  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  mu

tu a l  a d ju stm en t in  th e  c o u r se  o f  s o c i a l  e v o lu t io n  th e  s e n 

tim en t o f  sym pathy a r i s e B .  E q u ipp ed  ■with th e  h ig h e s t  in 

t e l l i g e n c e  man becom es m oral a s  so o n  a s  he becom es a b le  t o  

r e f l e c t  upon th e  p a s t ,  ju d g e  th e  p r e s e n t ,  and a n t i c ip a t e  

the fu tu r e  a c t io n s  and m o t iv e s .  The m en ta l e f f e o t s  o f  sym

p a th y  c o n s t i t u t e  ■what i s  c a l l e d  rtth e  m oral s e n s e ."  I t  i s  

upon th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  sym pathy t h a t  3p en oer  f i n a l l y  p la c e s  

the c o n c i l i a t i o n  o f  e g o ism  and a l t r u is m *
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CHAPTER V

INDIVIDUAL VERSUS COMMUNITY

M eans o f  S o o ia l  C o n tr o l P ropounded b y  A n c ie n t  

C h in e s e  T h in k e r s

m i l e  C h ap ter  I I  on t h e  C oam unlty  I n d iv id u a l
w ith  th e  F a c to r s  and A p o lo g i s t s  o f  S o c i a l  U n it y  in  th e  An
c ie n t  and M ed ia e v a l W est, fo r  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  d e a l t  w ith  t h e  
d o m in a tio n  o f  t h e  com m unity oy er  th e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h i s  chap
t e r  i s  t o  expound th e  a ttem p t o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  t o  d om in ate  
over  th e  com m unity . W ith th e  Means o f  S o c ia l  C o n tr o l P ro
pounded b y  A n c ie n t  C h in e se  T h in k e r s  f o r  I l l u s t r a t i o n ,  we 
are g o in g  t o  "trace how t h e  same com m unity p r o d u c e s  d iv e r s e  
ty p e s  o f  in in d . A m idst th e  same c ir c u m s ta n c e s  d i f f e r e n t  in 
d iv id u a ls  in  t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  en d eavor  may h ave  th e  same 
aim in  v ie w .  The d iv e r s e  s t i m u l i  d is c h a r g e d  from  su ch  su r 
r o u n d in g s a s  f u l l  o f  ch a o s and tu r m o il  a s  th o s e  in  a n c ie n t  
C h in a , w i l l  i n  th e  lo n g  ru n  c a l l  f o r t h  d i f f e r e n t  r e s p o n s e s  
on th e  p a r t  o f  in d iv id u a l  human o r g a n ism s . In  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
d evelop m en t d i f f e r e n t  o u t lo o k s  o f  l i f e  and th e  w or ld  a r e  
made u p . By lo o k in g  a t  t h e  same aim  from  d i f f e r e n t  s ta n d 
p o in t s  and a p p ro a c h in g  i t  from  d i f f e r e n t  r o u t e s ,  t h e y  f o r 
m u la te  d i f f e r e n t  a t te m p ts  in  s o l v i n g  th e  same p r o b le m s . The 
m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  prob lem  im m e d ia te ly  c o n f r o n t in g  a n c ie n t  
C h in ese  t h in k e r s  d u r in g  th e  a n t e - T s * in  p e r io d  (7 2 2 -2 2 1  B . C .)  
was n o t ,  'Shat i s  th e  u l t im a t e  r e a l i t y  u n d e r ly in g  th e  phenom
e n a l w o r ld  a s  in  th e  c a s e  w ith  a n c ie n t  G reeks? b u t How t o  
p r e o i p i t a t e  o rd er  out o f  c h a o s  in  th e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i e t y ?
S o c ia l  o rd er  was t h e r e f o r e  th e  e n d , t o  w h ich  t h e y  u n d e r to o k  
to  s e e k  f o r  a d e q u a te  m eans— means o f  s o o i a l  c o n t r o l .

P r io r  to  t h a t  p e r io d ,  t h e  r u l e r s  had p u rsu ed  c e r t a i n  
ways o f  govern m en t, and th e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  o f  th e  p e o p le  had  
r e s t e d  upon d e f i n i t e  b a s e s .  I t  w as n o t  u n t i l  t h e s e  b a s e s  
o f s o c i a l  o rd er  came t o  be c h a l le n g e d  and p o l i t i c a l  I n s t r u 
m ents o f  a n a ie n t  k in g s  seem ed t o  p ro v e  i n e f f i c i e n t  or  o u t -  
o f - d a t e ,  t h a t  p r o p h e ts  a r o s e  t o  w eaken t h e  d i s r u p t iv e  f o r c e s  
th a t had cru sh ed  th e  oom n u n ity  in t o  s o  many s m a ll  g r o u p s ,  
in c o m p a tib le  and in c o h e r e n t .  W ith su ch  s c a t t e r e d  p i e c e s  o f  
th r e a d s  th e y  a im ed  t o  w eave a new p ie o e  o f  em b ro id er y  th ro u g h  
n ew ly  in v e n te d  t e c h n iq u e s .  To th e  c u l t u r a l  c r e e d s  and so 
c i a l  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  th e  im m ed ia te  p a s t ,  C o n fh c iu s  and h i s  f o l 
lo w e r s  lo o k e d  f o r  a i d ,  and a c c o r d in g ly  a c c e p te d  many good  
o ld  w ays a s  a d e q u a te  means o f  c o n t r o l .  In  c o n se q u e n c e  t h e y
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c o n s id e r e d  t h e i r  own t e a c h in g s  o r th o d o x  and t h o s e  o f  o th e r s  
h e te r o d o x , m ie th e r  t h e y  were r ig h t  or n o t ,  we s h a l l  f i r s t  
o f a l l  t r e a t  o f  c e r t a i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  baseB  o f  s o o i a l  ord er  in  
a n c ie n t  C h in a , and from  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  b ack grou n d  t r a c e  a  
l i n e  o f  c o n t i g u i t y  l a s t i n g  th r o u g h  C o n fu c iu s ,  M e n c iu s , and 
Hstfn T zu , t o  t h e i r  a d h e r e n ts  o f  l a t e r  a g e s ,  who h ave  b een  
m ost r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e .m a in te n a n c e  o f  th e  s o o i a l  o rd er  and  
c u l t u r a l  u n i t y  o f  th e  C h in ese  p e o p le  up t o  th e  p r e s e n t  mo
ment* Then we s h a l l  t r e a t  o f  Lao T z u , Tang T zu , Mo T zu , and  
K ung-sun Y ang, a s  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  r i v a l s  o f  t h i s  h i s t o r i c  
s c h o o l .  S in c e  i t  was th r o u g h  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  K ung-sun Yang 
and some o th e r  l e g i s t s  t h a t  o u t o f  th e  w a r r in g  s t a t e s  a  u n i
f i e d  C h in a - -a  new s o o i a l  o r d e r  u n d er  th e  im p e r ia l  d e s p o t is m  
o f  t h e  T s ’ i n  d y n a s ty — was f i r s t  e v o lv e d ,  t h i s  g r e a t  l e g i s t
does d e s e r v e  more c o n s id e r a t io n  th a n  th e  r e s t *

A . T r a d i t io n a l  B a se s  o f  S o c ia l  O rder in  

A n c ie n t  C h ina

R eg a rd in g  th e  C h in e s e  p e o p le  o f  c l a s s i c  a n t i q u i t y ,  

what h as m ost i n t e r e s t i n g l y  a t t r a c t e d  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  a  

number o f  W estern  S i n o l o g i s t s ,  i s  th e  e v e r - p u z z l in g  p r o b lem , 

w h eth er  C h in ese  c i v i l i z a t i o n  was in  o r i g i n  in d ig e n o u s  or 

im ported *  In  th e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e i r  p r o b le m -s o lv in g  e f f o r t  

more t h e o r y  th a n  f a c t  h a s b e e n  b ro u g h t t o  th e  f o r e .  The d e 

c i s i v e  c h o ic e  b e tw een  th e  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  h o w ev e r , h a s t o  w a it  

fo r  new l i g h t s  w h ich  f u t u r e  e x c a v a t io n s  may th r o w  upon th e  

whole p r o b le m a tic  s i t u a t i o n .  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  one t h i n g  p r o v e s  

su re  and c e r t a i n :  At th e  p e r io d  o f  t r a n s i t i o n  from  th e  p r e 

l i t e r a t e  t o  th e  l i t e r a t e  s t a g e  d u r in g  th e  2 7 th  c e n tu r y  B . C . ,  

th e  C h in ese  p e o p le  had a lr e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  from  tim e  imme

m o r ia l an a g r i c u l t u r a l  ty p e  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  a l o n g  th e  m id d le  

and lo w e r  o o u r se  o f  th e  Y e llo w  R iv e r .  E v e ry d a y , from  dawn
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t i l l  d u sk , men t i l l e d  t h e i r  t i n y  p i e c e s  o f  la n d  in  th e  

f i e l d s ,  women l e f t  a t  heme spun o o t to n  and wove s i l k .  W ith  

la r g e  f a m i ly  e la n s  a s  u n i t s  th e y  l i v e d  in  f r e e  and t o  a  

la r g e  e x t e n t  s e l f - g o v e r n e d  v i l l a g e  o a ra flu n itie s  c l u s t e r i n g  

round a  w e l l ,  a  o e n t e r  o f  ooimson i n t e r e s t *  To them s l a v e r y  

was n e g l i g i b l e )  h u t in s t e a d  t h e y  d e v e lo p e d  a  h ig h ly  grad ed  

p a t r ia r c h a l  s y s te m  o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  

th e  I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  f e u d a l  h ie r a r c h y  and th e  c u l t  o f  a n c e s t o r s .  

The m a sse s  h a v e  rem ain ed  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and s tu c k  t o  th e  f e r 

t i l e  s o i l  e v e r  s in c e *

U s u a l ly  s e t t l e d  and c a s u a l l y  s t r o l l i n g  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  

of th e  Y e llo w  R iv e r  and on th e  p l a i n s  t o  th e  n o r th  o f  th e  

Y an gtze  r e g i o n ,  t h e y  lo v e d  n a tu r e  e v e r y w h e r e • T h e ir  imme

d ia t e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  o u te r  w o r ld  was f i l l e d  w ith  th e  f e e l 

in g s  o f j o y  and c o n t e n t ,  f o r  th e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  w h ich  t h e y  

would em ploy t h e i r  v o c a l  c o r d s  and s in g *  T h is  n a tu r a l  p r o 

p e n s i t y  f o r  s i n g in g  e m o tio n a l e x p r e s s io n s  t in g e d  and d e t e r 

m ined t h e i r  d a i l y  l i f e  so  d e e p ly  t h a t ,  in  t h e i r  la n g u a g e  

w hich had o r ig in a t e d  i n  and d e v e lo p e d  o u t o f  t h e i r  v o c a l  

g e s t u r e s ,  th e y  u s e d  a s  th e y  do a t  p r e s e n t  a  m u s ic a l ly  t o n i c  

and d i s t i n c t i v e l y  m o n o s y lla b ic  sy s te m  o f  sp eech *  M o reo v er , 

n a tu r a l o b j e c t s  a lw a y s  Im p ressed  them  w it h  v i v i d  im a g e s ,  

w hich  t h e y  w ould l i k e  t o  v i s u a l i z e  th r o u g h  t h e i r  a r t i f i c i a l  

e f f o r t  w h en ever rem inded  o f  them . The r e s u l t  was p a i n t in g ,  

and p a in t in g  em p loyed  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o se s  becam e w r i t i n g .  

T h us, th e  sy s te m  o f  C h in e se  w r i t in g  o r ig in a t e d  a s  p i o t o r a l
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im a g es and d e v e lo p e d  in t o  an id e o g r a p h ic  s c r i p t ,  w h ich  a s  

a bond o f  u n io n  f o r  th o u sa n d s  o f  y e a r s  h a s  fu r n is h e d  th e  

l o o s e l y  u n i t e d  C h in e se  w ith  common c u l t u r a l  c r e e d s ,  s o o i a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and h i s t o r i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s *

T hey f e l t  s o  f i r m l y  and a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  

n a tu re  t h a t  t h e y  c o u ld  n o t but i d e n t i f y  th e m s e lv e s  a s  p a r t  

o f  n a tu r e *  Above w as H eaven , b e lo w  was E a r th , and M ankind 

l i v e d  b e tw een  them* H eaven w h ich  gave them  s u n -s h in e  and  

r a in  w a ter  b u t so m etim es th r e a te n e d  them  w ith  th u n d e r in g s ,  

l i g h t n i n g s ,  f l o o d s ,  and fa m in e s , t h e y  ad o red  w ith  aw ej th e  

la n d  on e a r t h  t o  w h ic h  t h e y  owed t h e i r  fo o d  and n e c e s s a r i e s ,  

th e y  r e v e r e d  w ith  l o v e j  and t h e y  r e g a r d e d  w ith  g r a t i t u d e  

t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s  who had l e f t  them  w ith  s h e l t e r s ,  e s t a t e s ,  

and. c a t t l e *  T h e ir  r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e  w as s im p le  and p r e c i s e  

w ith  n o  d e f i n i t e  e o o l e B l a s t l e a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  d e v e lo p e d *  T h e ir  

m yths rem ain ed  le g e n d a r y  and n e v e r  tu r n e d  i n t o  s a c r e d  s c r i p 

tu r e s *

A l l  f i g u r e s  t h a t  e v e r  a p p ea red  in  t h e i r  m yths w ere  

r eg a rd ed  a s  t r i b a l  c h i e f s ,  p o l i t i c a l  r u l e r s ,  and c u l t u r e  

h e r o e s ,  b u t n e v e r  a s  d e i t i e s *  T hey w ere C o n ce iv ed  o f  in  

term s o f  t e a c h e r s  Mho had ta u g h t  th e  m a sses  new t h in g s  c o n 

t r ib u t o r y  t o  t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d .  T h e r e fo r e  e a c h  one o f  them  

r e p r e s e n te d  a  new s t e p  o f  ad van ce  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  th e  s o 

c i a l  e v o lu t io n  and c u l t u r a l  p r o g r e s s  o f  th e  p e o p le .  T h u s, 

i t  i s  s a id  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  o n e , named P*an Ku, w ith  unknown 

o r ig i n ,  s e t t l e d  co sm ic  ord er  out o f  ch aos*  T h en , oomeB t h e
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p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  T h ree  N a tu r a l F o r c e s ,  H eaven , E a r th , 

and M ankind, a s  T h ree  R u le r s .  The H ea v en ly  S o v e r e ig n  r e 

c o g n iz e d  h ea v en  and e a r t h ,  and d e te r m in e d  th e  l e n g t h  o f  th e  

y e a r | t h e  E a r t h ly  S o v e r e ig n  r e c o g n iz e d  day and n i g h t ,  and  

d eter m in e d  th e  l e n g t h  o f  th e  m onth; and th e  Human S o v e r e ig n  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  men from  o th e r  o b j e c t s  in  n a tu r e  and ta u g h t  

them t h e  a r t  o f  e a t i n g .  F i n a l l y ,  th e r e  ap p ea red  th e  N e s t -  

d w e l le r  (YU C h«ao) who ta u g h t  th e  p e o p le  how to  c o n s t r u c t  

a s h e l t e r  w ith  t r e e s ,  and th e  F ir e - b o r e r  ( S u i J e n ) who d i s 

co v er ed  f i r e  and ta u g h t  th e  p e o p le  th e  a r t  o f  c o o k in g .

To t h e s e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a n c ie n t  C h in ese  f e l t  o b l i g e d .  

Though t h e y  lo v e d  n a t u r e ,  y e t  n a tu r e  was n ot a lw a y s  k in d  t o  

th em . They had t o  s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e  w ith  n a tu r a l  c a 

t a s t r o p h e s ,  w i ld  a n im a l8 ,  and w a r - l ik e  t r i b e s  su rr o u n d in g  

them . Anybody w h osoever  ad d ed  an y  e le m e n t  t o  th e  s e c u r i t y  

o f t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d ,  t o  t h e  im provem ent o f  t h e i r  s o o i a l  in 

s t i t u t i o n s ,  and t o  th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  c r e e d s ,  

was no dou b t g r e e t e d  w ith  g r a t i t u d e  and a d h e r e n c e . In  memory 

and w ith  r e s p e c t  w ere k ep t t h e s e  le g e n d a r y  r u l e r s  w h ile  th e  

a c tu a l  h i s t o r y  th e y  a c c e p te d  w i t h  a u t h o r i t y  and a u t h e n t i c i t y  

began  w ith  th e  r e c o r d  o f  FU H s i ,  th e  f i r s t  o f  th e  F iv e  Em

p e r o r s .  “P r e v io u s  t o  th e  F iv e  E m p e r o rs ,“ w r o te  Hsdn Tzu 

in  th e  3rd  c e n tu r y  B . C . ,  “t h e r e  i s  n o  r e c o r d ;  n o t  th a t  t h e r e  

w ere no w orth y  m en, b u t b e c a u se  o f  t h e  le n g t h  o f  tim e i n t e r 

v e n in g .  “ *

W orks. H. H. Dubs* t r . ,  V , 8 .
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Fu H si in v e n te d  n e t s  and t r a p s  f o r  f i s h i n g  and h u n t

in g ,  and b red  th e  s i x  d o m e s t ic  a n im a ls .  To h arm on ize  th e  

s in g in g s  o f  th e  p e o p le  h e  in v e n te d  a  harp  w ith  t w e n t y - f i v e  

s t r in g B .  To m a in ta in  s o o i a l  o rd er  he c r e a te d  t h e  i n s t i t u 

t io n  o f  m a rr ia g e  and ta u g h t  th e  m a tr im o n ia l cerem o n y . He 

governed w ith  f i v e  m i n i s t r i e s ,  and in  o rd er  t o  d e s c r ib e  th e  

s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  u n i v e r s e ,  expound th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  i t s  

o r ig in  and d e v e lo p m e n t , and e x p la in  th e  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw een  

th e  T hree H a tu r a l F o r c e s ,  he c o n s t r u c te d  t h e  S ig h t  D ia g ra m s. 1 

A ccord in g  t o  h im , H eaven , S a r th ,  and M ankind a re  th r e e  f o r 

c e s  in  n a t u r e ,  in te n d e d  b y  t h e i r  harm onious c o o p e r a t io n  t o  

make a  happy and f l o u r i s h i n g  w o r ld }  and i t  i s  c e r e m o n ia l r i t e s  

and m u sic  th a t  f u n c t io n  a s  th e  m ost e f f i c i e n t  and e n d u r a b le  

l i n k i n g s  o f  th em , \7 h eth er  Fu H si d id  i n i t i a t e  t h i s  id e a  

and c a r r y  i t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e ,  a n c ie n t  r u l e r s  i n  C h in a  p a r t ic u 

l a r l y  p r e fe r r e d  t o  em ploy r i t e s  (JU ) and muBio a s  i n -

1 .  The S ig h t  D iagram s a s  a s c r ib e d  t o  t h e  c o n s tr u c 
t i o n  b y  Fu H s i ,  form ed th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  th e  l a t e r  t h r e e  
t r e a t i s e s  on th e  prob lem  o f  change and b e in g — L ie n  Shan 
( i lt - iU  ) ,  K 'u e l  T s ’ an g  ( f c f t f f c j ,  and Chou Y1 (yf) %  ) .  
Among t h e s e  s o - c a l l e d  T hree C hanges ( s -  -jfo ) o n l y  th e  
l a s t  h a s  b een  o r e s e r v e d  In  th e  Bode o f  C h an ges.  I t  i s  
one o f th e  F iv e  C l a s s i c s  a c c e p te d  a s c a n o n i c a l  s i n c e  
th e  t im e  o f  Emperor Hi (1 4 0 -8 7  B . C .)  o f  th e  Han d y n a s ty ,  
and th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  i t  i s  th e  k e y  t o  a n c ie n t  C h in e se  
m e t a p h y s ic s .  The F iv e  C l a s s i c s  a re*  th e  Book o f  C hanges  
or  K in g  ( %q ) ,  Bock o f  Odes o r  S h lh  K in g  iff- f .
Bo ok o f  H ia t  o r y  or Shu K in g  ( ) .  Book ' o f  Ri t e  s  o r  

| % t>)% and S p r in g  and Autumn or  Ch*un Ch * lu  
The l a s t  o f  t h e s e  was w r i t t e n  ¥ y  C o n fu c iu s ; 

th e  r e s t ,  b y  unknown a u th o r s  b u t  e d i t e d  b y  h im .
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strumentB o f  government and a s  means o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .

The n e x t  r u l e r  named 3hen Hung r e p r e s e n te d  a  f u r t h e r  

s t a g e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t - - th e  c o m p le t io n  o f  a g r ic u l t u r e  and th e  

b e g in n in g  o f com m erce. He in v e n t e d  th e  p lo u g h , and ta u g h t  

the m ethods o f  t i l l a g e  and th e  p l a n t a t i o n  o f  f i v e  k in d s  o f  

g r a in .  He in tr o d u c e d  th e  u s e  o f  s a l t ,  and a d v o c a te d  th e  

u se  o f  h e r b s  fo r  m e d ic a l p u r p o s e s ,  f i n a l l y ,  he in s t r u c t e d  

th e  p e o p le  to  do b u s in e s s  t r a n s a c t io n  a t  m a rk ets  d u r in g  day

t im e .

A p e r io d  o f  more th a n  f i v e  hundred yearB  had e la p 

sed  b e fo r e  Huang T i or Y e llo w  Emperor (2 6 9 8 -2 5 9 9 )  a sc en d e d  

to  th e  t h r o n e .  I t  was d u r in g  t h e  r e ig n  o f  t h i s  r u le r  t h a t  

th e  C h in e se  p e o p le  e n t e r e d  d e f i n i t e l y  in t o  th e  l i t e r a t e  

s ta g e  and p a s s e d  from  t r i b a l  t o  n a t io n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  T h ere

fo r e  th e  H i s t o r i c a l  R ecord s ( S h lh  K 1) co m p le ted  ab ou t 100  

B. C. b y  Ssu-m a C h 'ie n  deemed i t  l e g i t i m a t e  t o  open  w ith  th e  

rec o rd  o f  h im . Among th e  h i t h e r t o  w a r r in g  t r i b a l  c h i e f s  he  

managed t o  m a in ta in  p e a c e ;  a g a i n s t  th e  overw h elm in g  Huns t o  

th e  n o r th  he d e fe n d e d  th e  p e o p le ;  and f i n a l l y ,  b y  s u p p r e s s in g  

th e  d is tu r b a n c e s  c a u se d  b y  C h*ih  YU, he won v o lu n ta r y  sub

m is s io n  from  th e  c h i e f t a i n s  and u n i t e d  th e  s c a t t e r e d  t r i b e s  

in t o  an e m p ir e . D i s t i n g u i s h in g  th e m s e lv e s  a s  th e  p e o p le  o f  

th e  M id d le  Kingdom from  th e  su r r o u n d in g  “b a r b a r ia n s * a s  

a n c ie n t  G reeks and Romans w ould h ave  d o n e , th e  C h in ese  

g r e e te d  him a s  th e  “ Son o f  H eaven 1* and "Lord o f  th e  Y e l

low  E arth"  g o v e r n in g  and p r o t e c t i n g  th e  " B la c k -h a ir e d  P e o -
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1
p ie ."  The em peror in v e n te d  c a r t s ,  s h i p s ,  b o w s, a r r o w s ,  

and th e  "s o u t h - p o in t in g  car"  or com p ass , w ith  v h io h  he d e

f e a t e d  h i s  e n e m ie s . He b u i l t  an a s tr o n o m ic a l  o b s e r v a to r y ;  

a p p o in te d  th e  f i r s t  c o u r t  h i s t o r i a n j  s t a r t e d  th e  s c i e n c e  o f  

s t r a t e g y ,  th e  a r t  o f  c a l c u l a t i o n ,  and th e  u s e  o f w e ig h t s  and  

m easu res; and i n s t i t u t e d  m u sic  and c e r e m o n ie s  w it h  b u r ia l  

r i t e s  in  p a r t i c u l a r .  The b e g in n in g  o f  s e r i c u l t u r e  w as a s 

c r ib e d  t o  h i s  p r in c e s s  Lo Tzu; th e  in v e n t io n  o f  id e o g r a p h ic  

c h a r a c te r s  on h ie r o g ly p h s ,  t o  h i s  m in is t e r  T s ! ang C h ie h .

T h u s, f u l l  o f  w isdom  and pow er th e  Y e llo w  iin p ero r  

d is t in g u i s h e d  h im s e l f  l a r g e l y  w ith  m i l i t a r y  e x p l o i t s  and 

c u l t u r a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  Yao (2 3 5 7 -2 2 5 8  B . 0 . )  and Shun (2 2 5 5 -  

2208 B . C . ) ,  th e  l a s t  tw o o f  th e  F iv e  E m perors, were fam ous 

r a th e r  f o r  t h e i r  m oral p e r s o n a l i t y ,  v ir t u o u s  c o n d u o t , and 

b e n e v o le n t  g o v ern m en t. I f  c u l t u r a l i s m  b egan  w ith  th e  Y e llo w  

Em peror, m oral ism  m ust have ta k e n  i t s  s t a r t  from  Yao and 

Shun, th e  tw o id e a l  p a t t e r n s  o f  s a g e - k in g s  s o  much y e a rn ed  

a f t e r  b y  C o n fu c iu s  and h i s  f o l l o w e r s .  B e n e v o le n t ,  i n t e l l i 

g e n t ,  f r u g a l ,  and in d u s t r io u s  as he was r e p u te d  t o  b e ,  Yao 

made an a s tr o n o m ic a l  d e te r m in a t io n  o f  h o u rs  and s e a s o n s ,  and

1 .  P o s s i b ly  on a c c o u n t o f  t h e i r  c u l t  o f  H eaven th e  C h in e se  
c h e r is h e d  th e  id e a  th a t  H eaven r e i g n s  and th e  m onarch  
r u l e s  a s  a p p o in te d  b y  H eaven w hose w i l l  i s  e x p r e s s e d  
th r o u g h  th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  m a s s e s . Hence t h e y  e x p e c te d  
e v e r y  r u l e r  to  l i v e  up t o  be th e  "Son o f  H eaven” ( X  ) •
The f i r s t  r u le r  who e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  im p e r ia l  sw ay in  
su ch  a  c o u n tr y  a s  paved  w ith  y e l lo w  s g l l ,  th e y  n a t u r a l l y  
p r e fe r r e d  t o  c a l l  "Y ellow  B n p ero rH r fjr ) .
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r e g u la te d  th e  h ard  labors o f  a g r i c u l t u r e .  F or th e  s e c u r i t y

and p r o s p e r i t y  o f  h i s  l o y a l  s u b j e c t s ,  he- had t o  wage w ars

a g a in s t  t h e  M a o  t r i b e s  in  t h e  s o u t h ,  from  whom, h o w e v e r ,
1

th e  s o - c a l l e d  Hf l v e  punishm ents** were d e r iv e d ,  th ou jg i n o t  

a c t u a l l y  e n f o r c e d .  T h is  m arks th e  b e g in n in g  o f  l e g a l  th o u g h t  

in  a n c ie n t  C h in a  w h ich  p r im a r i ly  c e n te r e d  around t h e  prob

lem o f  p e n a l t y ,  th e  n a tu r e  and p u rp o se  o f  p u n ish m e n t.

Towards th e  o l o s e  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  Y ao, h a v in g  r e a l i z e d  

t h a t  h i s  s o n ,  Tan Chu, u n l ik e  him w as w o r t h le s s ,  s e l e c t e d  

Shan a s  h i s  s u c c e s s o r  t o  t h e  th r o n e  s in c e  th e  l a t t e r  had  

been v .e ll-k n ow n  th ro u g h o u t t h e  em p ire f o r  h i s  f i l i a l  p i e t y ,  

f r a t e r n a l  r e g a r d ,  w isdom , and in d u s t r y .  In  so  d o in g  Yao 

i n i t i a t e d  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  e l e c t i v e  s o v e r e i g n t y .  A f te r  he  

d ie d  and t h e  t h r e e  y e a rs*  m ourning was o v e r ,  when Shun was 

about t o  t r a n s f e r  th e  th r o n e  t o  Tan 'Shu, t h e  f e u d a l  p r in c e s  

and t h e  m a sse s  o f  p e o p le  u n a n im o u sly  a p p e a le d  t o  him  f o r  

governm ent and ju d g m en t» T h is  g e n e r a l  c o n se n s u s  he r e g a r d e d  

a s " the d e c r e e  o f  H eaven1* w h e r e fo r e  he a s c e n d e d  t o  th e  th r o n e

ac Son o f  H eaven . T hereupon h e  o r g a n iz e d  th e  a d m in is t r a t iv e
2sy stem  w ith  n in e  m i n i s t r i e s .  M oreover , a s  l e a d e r  i n  th e  

c u l t  o f  H eaven and o f  a n c e s t o r s ,  he “r e g u la t e d  th e  f i v e  c l  as 3-

1 . The f i v e  g r e a t  i n f l i c t i o n s  w ere: b ra n d in g  on t h e  f o r e 
h e a d ; c u t t i n g  o f f  th e  n o s e ;  c u t t i n g  o f f  th e  f e e t ;  c a s 
t r a t i o n ;  and d e a t h .

2 .  The n in e  m i n i s t r i e s  w ere: W ater and Land, A g r ic u l t u r e ,  
E d u c a t io n , J h s t l o e ,  I n d u s tr y ,  f o r e s t r y ,  W o rsh ip , M u s ic ,  
and im p e r ia l  M e ssa g e .
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ea o f  c e r e m o n ie s ,  w ith  t h e  v a r io u s  ax  t i  o l e  a o f  in t r o d u c t io n ,

th e  f i r e  sym b o ls o f  j a d e ,  th e  t h r e e  k in d s  o f  s i l k ,  th e  tw o

l i v i n g  a n im a ls  and th e  one d e a d  one*" 1 The a n c ie n t  r u le r

in  C hina a s  e ls e w h e r e  a c t e d  l i k e  a  p r l e s t - k i n g .  S u t h i s

m o tiv e  t o  em p loy  c e r e m o n ie s  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  In stru m en t was

p r im a r i ly  u t i l i t a r i a n .  Thu3, on d e s c r ib in g  th e  o r ig i n  o f
2

c e r e m o n ie s , th e  Book o f  R i t e s  s t a t e s :

The a n c ie n t  k in g s  made u s e  o f  t h e  s t a l k s  
and t h e  t o r t o i s e v s h e l l ;  a r r a n g e d  t h e i r  s a c 
r i f i c e s ;  b u r ie d  t h e i r  o f f e r i n g s  o f  s i l k ;  r e 
c i t e d  t h e i r  w ords o f  s u p p l i c a t io n  and b en e
d i c t i o n ;  and made t h e i r  s t a t u t e s  and m easu res*  
In  t h i s  way a r o s e  th e  c e r e m o n ia l u s a g e s  o f  
th e  s t a t e s ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  d e p a r tm en ts  w ith  
t h e i r  a d m in is t r a t o r s ,  e a c h  s e p a r a t e  b u s in e s s  
w ith  i t s  own d u t i e s ,  and th e  r u l e s  o f  c e r e 
mony in  t h e i r  o r d e r ly  a r r a n g e m e n ts .

To e x p r e s s  th e  m ean ing  o f  th e  c e r e m o n ie s  in  w h ich  i t  was t o  

be u s e d ,  and t o  g i v e  e x p r e s s io n  t j t h e  p er fo rm a n ce  o f  th e  

f i v e  c a r d in a l  c o n s t i t u e n t s  o f  m ora l w o r th , t h e y  a d a p ted  

m usio s i n c e  t h e y  had fou n d  p le a s u r e  In  m u sic  and  r e o o & iiz e d  

i t s  u s e f u ln e s s  i n  im p ro v in g  th e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  p e o p le .  I t  

i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  f in d  t h a t  em in en t r u l e r s  in  a n c ie n t  C h ina  

were e i t h e r  g r e a t  m u s ic ia n s  th e m s e lv e s  or p a tr o n s  o f  m u sic*  

The e a r l i e s t  g r e a t  p o e t  and m u s ic ia n  o f  C hina was sh u n .

V/ith h i s  r e i g n  t h e  m usio o f  3hao b e g a n . H is  m i n i s t e r  o f  

m u sio , K’u e l ,  com posed  m u s ic a l  p i e c e s  to  b e  em p loyed  b y  th e

am K in g . J• Legge*e tr * , Pfc. I I ,  3*
2. Ll K l. Bk. V II, Sec* IV, 1 .
3 . R e fe r r in g  t o  th e  f i v e  human r e l a t i o n s ,  b e tw een  r u le r  and
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f e u d a l  p r in c e s  a s  an  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  r o y a l  a p p r o b a tio n  o f  

them . He h im s e l f  made th e  l u t e  w ith  f i v e  s t r i n g s ,  and w ith  

i t  m s  accom p an ied  i n  “th e  S ou th  Wind Son g1* ( Nan Peng K o) 

he had com p osed , w ith  a  v ie w  t o  s o l i d i f y i n g  t h e  o rd er  o f  

th e  p e o p le  b y  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e r e i n  th e  i n f lu e n c e  o f  r u l e r s  

and p a r e n ts  a s  b e in g  l i k e  t h a t  o f th e  s o u th  w ind* I t  may 

be r e g a r d e d  a s  th e  f i r s t  n a t io n a l  anthem  C hina h a s  e v e r  

h ad , w h ich  r u n s :  1

The s o u th  w in d ’ s g e n i a l  balm  
G iv e s  t o  my p e o p le ’ s  so r r o w s e a s e ;
I t s  b r e a th  a m id s t  th e  s e a s o n ’ s  ca lm , 
B r in g s  t o  t h e i r  w e a lth  a  l a r g e  i n c r e a s e .

B e s id e s  r i t e s  and m u sic  he em ployed  la w s and p u n is h 

m ents a s  s u b s e r v ie n t  t o  th em , and in tr o d u c e d  an e d u c a t io n a l

e lem en t in t o  t h e  p u r p o se  o f  p e n a l t y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  th e  Book
2

of H is t o r y  s t a t e s :

He e x h i b i t e d  t o  th e  p e o p le  th e  s t a t u t o r y  
p u n is h m e n ts , e n a c t in g  b an ish m en t a s  a  m i t ig a 
t i o n  o f  th e  f i v e  g r e a t  i n f  n o t i o n s ;  w i t h  th e  
w hip to  be em p loyed  i n  th e  m a g i s t r a t e s ’ c o u r t s ,  
th e  s t i c k  t o  be em p loyed  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  and 
m oney t o  b e  r e c e iv e d  f o r  red eem ab le  o f f e n o e s .  
I n a d v e r te n t  o f f e n c e s  and t h o s e  w h ich  c o u ld  
be a s c r ib e d  t o  m is fo r tu n e  w ere t o  be p a r d o n ed , 
b u t t h o s e  who t r a n s g r e s s e d  p r e su m p tu o u s ly  and  
r e p e a t e d ly  w ere t o  b e  p u n ish e d  w ith  d e a t h .

I t  w as h i s  m in i s t e r  o f  j u s t i c e  Kao Yao who s y s t e m a t i c a l l y

s u b j e c t ,  p a r e n t  and c h i l d ,  husband and w i f e ,  e ld e r  and 
y o u n g er  b r o t h e r s ,  and f r i e n d s .

1 .  v .  L i K i .  3 k .  X V II, Geo* I I ,  1 ,  f .
2 * 5hu g ln g . P t .  I I ,  Bk. r ,  3 .
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m a in ta in e d  v i r t u e  t o  b e  th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  la w  and g o v e r n 

m ent, and  a d v o c a te d  th e  p r i n c ip l e  o f  govern m en t by e x a m p le , 

th a t  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  v i r t u e  i s  th e  g r e a t e s t  t h in g  

fo r  th e  r u l e r  i n  g o v e rn m e n t, U i i s  s e l f - c u l t i v a t i o n ,  a c c o r d 

in g  t o  Kao Y ao, l i e s  i n  kn ow ing  and c h o o s in g  men f o r  o f f i c e ,  

and i n  g iv in g  r e p o s e  t o  th e  p e o p le *  As t o  how t o  d is c r im 

in a t e  w orth y  m en, h e  propounded h i s  th e o r y  o f  n in e  v i r t u e s ,  

w h ile  o n ce  t a l k i n g  w ith  YS and E a r l Yi (b o th  b e in g  th e n  

Ghun’ s  m i n i s t e r s  a l s o , )  i n  th e  em p eror’ s  p r e s e n c e ,  a s  f o l 

lo w s:  *

I f  an yb ody’ s  co n d u ct e x h i b i t s  n in e  v i r t u e s  
on t h e  one han d , and i f  we sp e a k  o f  h i s  p o s 
s e s s i o n  o f  v i r t u e s  on t h e  o t h e r ,  I t  means th a t  
h e a c t u a l l y  d o e s  su ch  and su ch  v ir t u o u s  a c t i o n s .
He i s  f o r g i v i n g  b u t s t e r n ;  g e n t l e  b u t f ir m ;  
b lu n t  but r e s p e c t f u l ;  d i s c i p l i n e d  b u t c a u t io u s ;  
d o c i l e  but r e s o l u t e ;  s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d  b u t gen 
i a l ;  s im p le  b u t in c o r r u p t ;  r i g i d  b u t g e n u in e ;  
d e ter m in e d  b u t r i g h t e o u s .  A d i s p l a y  o f  t h e s e  
v ir t u o u s  q u a l i t i e s  a s  a  r u le  im p l ie s  a  p e r 
m anent good  l u c k .  He who m a n i f e s t s  t h r e e  o f  
them day and n i g h t ,  d e s e r v e s  th e  a d m in ls t r a 
t i  cm o f  a  f a m i ly ;  h e  who d a i l y  p r a c t i c e s  w ith  
r i g i d i t y  and r e v e r e n c e  s i x  o f  th em , d e s e r v e s  
th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  a  s t a t e  a s  i t s  f a i t h f u l  
s e r v i t o r .  I f  su ch  p e r s o n s  be g a th e r e d  i n t o  
g o v ern m en ta l s e r v i c e ,  a l l  th e  n in e  v i r t u e s  w i l l  
be em p loyed  i n  o f f i c e .  The o f f i c i a l s  w i l l  be  
r e s p e o t f u l  and d i l i g e n t ,  and w i l l  n e v e r  t e a c h  
v i c e s  or t r i c k s .  I f  t h e r e  be no su ch  p e r s o n s  
o c c u p y in g  su ch  o f f i c e s ,  we may c a l l  su ch  a  
s t a t e  o f  t h in g s  th e  c o n f u s io n  o f  H eaven’ s  a f 
f a i r s .  W ill  H eaven n o t  p u n is h  th e  g u i l t y ,  ap
p ly in g  th e  f i v e  p u n ish m en ts  i n  f i v e  ways?

1 .  Ssu-m a Ch’ l e n ,  H i s t o r i c a l  R e c o r d s .  I I ,  (Ky t r a n s . ) .  MoBt 
o f  t h i s  p a s s a g e  w as a lr e a d y  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  E n g lis h  b y
H . J .  A l le n  i n  h i s  E a r ly  C h in e se  H is t o r y  (p p . 5 1 - 5 2 ) ,
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Thus fa x  we have o b ser v ed  fo u r  m ain  m eans o f  c o n t r o l  

propounded and em ployed  b y  a n c ie n t  r u l e r s ,  n a m ely j r i t e s ,  

m u sic , la w s ,  and p u n is h m e n ts . As w e l l  b ro u g h t o u t in  th e  

•Record o f  M u s ic ,*  th e  a n c ie n t  I c in g s , b e in g  w a to h fb l in  r e 

gard t o  th e  t h in g s  b y  w h ich  t h e  mind was a f f e c t e d ,  i n s t i t u t e d  

" cerem on ies t o  d i r e c t  m en’ s  a im s a r ig h t }  m u sic  t o  g iv e  h a r 

mony t o  t h e i r  v o i c e s ;  la w s t o  u n i f y  t h e i r  c o n d u c t;  and pun

ish m e n ts  t o  guard a g a in s t  t h e i r  t e n d e n c ie s  t o  e v i l .  The end  

to  w h ich  o e r e r a o n ie s , m u s ic , p u n ish m e n ts , and la w s  co n d u ct  

i s  one; t h e y  are th e  in s tr u m e n ts  b y  w h ioh  th e  m inds o f  th e  

p e o p le  a re  a s s i m i l a t e d ,  and good o rd er  in  govern m ent i s  made 

t o  a p p e a r • ” * By  t h i s  t im e  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  b a s e s  o f  s o o i a l  

order in  a n c ie n t  C hina had b e e n  w e l l  fo u n d ed  w ith  t h e i r  

c o n te n t  i n  o u l t u r a l is m  and p r o c e s s  i n  m o ra lisr a . The pendu

lum of th e  p o l i t i c a l  and s o o i a l  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  p e o p le  h a s  

swung b etw een  m ora lism  and l e g a l i s m  w h ile  a  c o n t in u a l  s e r i e s  

o f  p r o t e s t s  have b e e n  made b e h in d  t h e  c u r t a in  by many an  

em inent t h in k e r  o f  m o r a l i t y  a g a in s t  l e g a l i t y .

L ik e  Y ao*s so n  Tan Chu, S h u n 's  so n  Shang Chfln was 

d e g e n e r a te .  T h e r e fo r e  Shun recomm ended t o  H eaven YA w ho, 

w h ile  m in i s t e r  o f  w ater  and la n d  in  Shun*8 g o v ern m en t, had  

su cc ee d e d  i n  r e g u la t in g  t h e  w a te r s  c a u se d  b y  th e  D e lu g e  a f t e r  

t h i r t e e n  y ea rs*  l a b o r .  A fte r  Shun d ie d  and th e  t h r e e  y e a r s*

b u t th e  t r a n s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  C h in e se  o r i g i n a l  
i s  in c o r r e c t  i n  many p o i n t s .

1 .  "Record o f  M u s ic ,1* L i K i . B k . X V II, S e c .  I ,  3 .
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m ourning was o v e r ,  Yd a l s o  a tte m p te d  t o  t r a n s f e r  th e  th r o n e  

t o  Shun*a s o n , b u t th e  f e u d a l  p r in c e s  a l l  tu r n e d  t o  him  f o r  

governm ent* D u rin g  h i s  r e ig n  (2 2 0 5 -2 1 9 ?  B* C*) h e  c o d i f i e d  

the fam ous G reat P la n  1 w ith  i t s  N in e  C a te g o r ic a l  D i v i s i o n s ,  2  

in  w h ich  b e s id e s  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  m e ta p h y s ic s  and e t h i c s  h e  s e t  

f o r t h  p a t t e r n s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  m orale  f o r  any  r u l e r  who w ould  

a ttem p t t o  r e n d e r  h i s  kingdom  tra n < ju ll and h i s  s u b j e c t s  p r o s 

p ero u s*  As h i s  s u c c e s s o r  t o  th e  th r o n e  he had s e l e c t e d  

Kao Y ao, b u t he s u r v iv e d  him* t h e r e f o r e  he s e l e c t e d  Y i* Y et  

a s  Yi had s e r v e d  him  o n ly  fo r  a  s h o r t  w h i l e ,  and mere o v e r  

a s  h i s  so n  Chi was w is e  and a b l e ,  upon h i s  d e a th  Yi dared  

n o t a c c e p t  h i s  d e c r e e  and th e  p r in c e s  a l l  went o v er  t o  C h i .  

v /ith  t h e  a sc e n d a n c e  o f  Chi e l e c t i v e  s o v e r e ig n t y  c e a s e d ,  and  

th e  H s ia  d y n a s ty  (2 2 0 5 -1 7 6 7  B . C*) was e s t a b l i s h e d  on th e  

h e r e d i t a r y  b a s i s *

W hile  th e  th r o n e  was t h e n c e f o r t h  p a s s e d  ov er  from  

one g e n e r a t io n  t o  a n o th e r  a lo n g  th e  same f a m i ly  l i n e ,  th e  

p e o p le  s t i l l  r e s e r v e d  th e  r ig h t  t o  o a l l  a n y  t y r a n t  t o  a c c o u n t*  

a s  Boon a s  t h e  l a t e r  r u l e r s  o f  th e  H s ia  d y n a s ty  becam e c o r 

ru p t and d e g e n e r a t e ,  th e  p r in c e s  in  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t s  began  t o  

r e b e l*  C h ieh  (1 8 1 8 -1 7 6 6  3 .  C . ) ,  th e  l a s t  ty r a n t  o f  t h e  dy

n a s t y ,  w as f i n a l l y  o v erth ro w n  and s e n t  t o  e x i l e  b y  T 'a n g  a f t e r  

a s e r i e s  o f  b a t t l e s *  D escen d ed  from  S h u n 's  m i n i s t e r  o f  edu

c a t i o n ,  Ch’ i ,  T’ ang had p r a c t i s e d  v i r t u e  and won th e  l o y a l

a. A
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homage o f  th e  p r i n c e s .  He J u s t i f i e d  h i s  r e b e l l i o u s  a c t io n  

on th e  " ap p ea l t o  H eaven* w h ile  d e c la r in g  t h a t  f o r  th e  many 

cr im es o f  th e  s o v e r e ig n  o f  H s ia  H eaven had g iv e n  him  th e  

ch ance t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  t y r a n t ,  and t h a t  h i e  u l t im a t e  p u rp o se  

was !,t o  c o n s o le  th e  p e o p le  sand p u n ish  th e  w io k e d .*  He th u s  

i m p l i c i t l y  assum ed th e  t i t l e  o f  " th e m in i s t e r  o f  H eaven* a s  

l a t e r  on s o  much ad m ired  b y  M e n c iu s . 1 The l e g i t i m a t e  r e 

b e l l i o n  s t a g e d  a g a in s t  t h e  H ouse o f  H s ia  b y  T 'a n g  d id  stam p  

i t s  r i g h t ,  b o th  l e g a l  and m o r a l, a s  a  ch eck  t o  a r b i t r a r y  

pow er, upon th e  m ind o f  th e  C h in ese  p e o p le  w ith  su oh  con 

v in c in g  m oral b a s e s  t h a t  i t  lia s  c o n v e r te d  p r a o t i o a l l y  a l l  

em inent p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r i s t s  t o  a n t i-m o n a r c h ism .

The Y in  or Shang d y n a s ty  (1 7 6 6 -1 1 2 2  B . C .)  e s t a b 

l i s h e d  b y  T’ ang th e  S u c c e s s f u l ,  h o w ev er , w as doomed t o  th e  

same f a t e  m et b y  t h e  H s ia  d y n a s ty  when i t s  l a s t  r u l e r ,

Chow {1 1 5 4 -1 1 2 2  B . C• ) — a  ty r a n t  w o rse  th a n  C h ieh — began  t o  

in d u lg e  i n  women and w ine and * l o s t  th e  h e a r t s  o f  th e  p e o p le .*  

The p r in c e s  r e v o l t e d  from  him  and w ent over  to  Ch’ a n g , E a r l  

of th e  W e st, who had f o l lo w e d  t h e  c l o s e s t  exam p le  o f  Yao 

and Shun in  p r a c t i s i n g  v i r t u e  and b e n e v o le n t  g o v e rn m e n t.

W h ile  he had b e e n  t o o  l o y a l  t o  t h e  H ouse o f  Y in  t o  r e v o l t ,  

a f t e r  h i s  d e a th  (1134  B . C .)  h i s  so n  and s u c c e s s o r  Pa s t a r t e d  

th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  cam p aign  a g a i n s t  Chow. W ith th e  c o n s e n s u s  

o f th e  e ig h t  hundred  p r in c e s  who m et h im  on th e  way o f  h i s

1 * Worka« Legge’ s t r . ,  Bk. I I ,  P t .  I I ,  Ch. V III , 2 .
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e x p e d i t io n ,  he p r o c la im e d  h i s  a c t i o n  t o  b e  " th e f u l f i lm e n t  

o f  H eaven*s p e n a l t y ,"  m aking in  h i e  G reat D e c la r a t io n  1 p r a c 

t i c a l l y  t h e  same a p p e a l t o  H eaven a s  T*ang th e  fo u n d e r  o f  

th e  Y in  d y n a s ty  had d on e  s i x  hundred  y e a r s  b e f o r e .  The t y 

ran t Chow w as in  t h e  lo n g  run c o m p e lle d  t o  oormnit s u i c i d e  

am id st en em iesJ  w hereupon Fa assum ed t h e  t i t l e  K in g  \VU and  

s e t  up t h e  Chou d y n a s ty  (1 1 2 2 -2 5 6  B . C . ) .  To h i s  d e p a r te d  

f a t h e r  C h'an g lie a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  t i t l e  K ing Wen? t o  h i s  young

er b r o th e r  Tan, th e  f o u r t h  eon  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ,  th e  t i t l e  Duke 

o f  Chou* T M b man p la y e d  th e  m oat im p o r ta n t r o l e  in  la y in g  

down th e  m o r a l, p o l i t i c a l ,  and c u l t u r a l  fo u n d a t io n s  o f  th e  

House o f  Chou. To C o n fu c iu s , t h e s e  th r e e  f i g u r e s — V/en, Wu, 

and Duke o f  Chou— had b een  t h e  b e s t  r u l e r s  o f  h is*  im m ed iate  

p a s t  i f  Y ao, Shun, and Yfl, t h o s e  o f  t h e  G olden Age ih  th e  

rem ote a n t i q u i t y .

The t r a d i t i o n a l  m eans o f  c o n t r o l  Duke o f  Chou f a i r l y  

a c o e p te d . He c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  R i t e s  o f  Chou or Chou L i .  and 

among th e  " s ix  l i b e r a l  a r t s 1* in  t h e  s c h o o l  c u r r ic u lu m  he  

a s s ig n e d —  r i t e s ,  m u s ic ,  w r i t i n g ,  a r c h e r y ,  c h a r io t e e r in g ,  and  

m a th em a tics— h e  l a i d  s p e c i a l  e m p h a s is  upon th e  f i r s t  two*

When K in g  Wu d i e d ,  (1 1 1 5  B . C * ) , h i s  so n  and s u c c e s s o r ,  l a t e r  

K ing Ch’ e n g , b e in g  a  m in o r , Duke o f  Chou had t o  a c t  a s  r e 

gent f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  A ir in g  w h ich  tim e  he g o v ern ed  th e  em

p ir e  s o  w e l l  t h a t  l a t e r  e v en  d u r in g  th e  r e ig n s  o f  K in g  C h 'en g

i - jM f



and h ia  s u c c e s s o r  K in g  K*ang nobody ©Ter v i o l a t e d  a n y  la w  

and no p u n ish m en t was e v e r  a p p l ie d  f o r  more th a n  f o r t y  y e a r s *  

H owever, j u s t  a s  th e  g o ld e n  d ays o f  D avid  and Solom on c o u ld  

n ot l a s t  f o r e v e r ,  th e  l a t e r  r u l e r s  o f  th e  H ouse o f  Chou 

cou ld  h a r d ly  o o n t in u e  th e  v i r t u e  and a b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  f o r e 

fa th e r s *  K in g  Hu (1 0 0 1 -9 4 7  B* C . ) t f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w h ile  

la c k in g  in  th e  way o f  th e  e a r l i e r  k i n g s ,  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  

fond o f  m i l i t a r y  m an oeuvres and l e g a l  d is o o u r o e s *  I n s te a d  

o f c u l t i v a t i n g  h i s  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  h e  o r d ered  t h e  Mar

q u is  o f  111 ( i n  9 5 2  B* C .)  t o  p r e p a r e  a  p e n a l oode f o r  th e  

r e g u la t io n  o f  th e  p e o p l e ,  a l t h o u g h , l a t e r  known a s  " I& 's  

P u n ish m en ts*  1 w ith  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  v i r t u e  a s  th e  end  o f  

p e n a l t y ,  i t  h a s  e n te r e d  i n t o  th e  p e n a l  oode o f  e v e r y  sub

seq u en t d y n a sty *  To make t h e  m a tte r  w o r s e , h i s  Im m ediate  

su c u e s  s o r e ,  c o u ld  n e i t h e r  m a in ta in  m i l i t a r i s m  on th e  f r o n 

t i e r s  n o r  e n fo r o e  l e g a l i s m  a t  hom e, and what w as s t i l l  m ore, 

t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  d e g e n e r a t io n  w en t from  bad t o  w orse*  The 

im p e r ia l sw ay o f  th e  Chou d y n a s ty  was a t  i t s  ebb* When th e  

Dog B a r b a r ia n s  o f  th e  Jung t r i b e s  sa c k e d  th e  c a p i t a l  Hao 

( S ia n fu ,  S h e n s i P r o v in o e ) ,  K in g  YU, th e  l a s t  t y r a n t  o f  th e  

W estern Chou (1 1 2 2 -7 7 0  B . C * ) , c o u ld  n o t  b u t m eet th e  f a t e  

of th e  l a s t  Us a t e r n  Roman B aperor*

The sa c k  and in v a s io n  b y  th e  Jung t r i b e s — w h ich  was 

the f i r s t  " B arbarian  In v a s io n "  i n  C h in e se  H is t o r y — d id  n o t



242 -

put an en d  t o  th e  H ouse o f  C hou, h o w ev e r . To t h e  r o y a l  

r e sa u e  Duke H sia n g  o f  T s ' l n  r u s h e d , and d ro v e  th e  b a r b a r ia n  

in v a d e r s  o u t o f  th e  M id d le  Kingdom* t o  h i s  a id  came M arquis  

e n  o f  T s in  and Duke Wu o f  V fei. M ea n w h ile , t h e r e  came t o 

g e th e r  a  number o f  f e u d a l  p r in c e s  s t i l l  l o y a l  t o  th e  w an in g  

d y n a s ty , and h a i l e d  P r in c e  Yi C hiu— who had b een  s e n t  t o  

e x i l e  b y  h i s  t y r a n n ic a l  f a t h e r — a s  K ing P * in g .  Im m e d ia te ly  

upon h i s  a sc e n d a n c e  to  th e  th r o n e  t h e  new k in g  moved e a s t  

from th e  r u in s  o f  Hao to  th e  new c a p i t a l  Loyang (Honan P ro 

v i n c e ) .  In  rew ard  t o  Duke H sia n g  o f  T s f in  f o r  h i s  m i l i t a r y  

p ro w ess and l o y a l  s e r v i c e  th e  new k in g  a l i e n a t e d  t o  him  th e  

t e r r i t o r y  o f  th e  R oyal H ouse w e s t  o f  Mount C h i,*  w h ereb y  th e  

o r i g i n a l l y  t i n y  feu d  o f  T a’ in  su d d e n ly  expanded and w ith  t h e  

c o n se n t  o f  t h e  k in g  i t s  r u l e r s  th e n c e fo r w a r d  began t o  a c 

q u ir e  new t e r r i t o r i e s  a t  t h e  e x p e n se  o f  th e  la n d s  in h a b it e d  

by th e  n e ig h b o r in g  b a r b a r ia n s .  V /ith th e  r e ig n  o f  K ing P ’ in g  

th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  R o s te r n  Chou (7 7 0 -2 5 6  3 .  C .)  b e g a n .

In  t h e  r e ig n  o f  K in g  P * in g  th e  r o y a l  p r e s t i g e  o f  t h e  

Chou d y n a s ty  b egan  t o  f a l l  b e fo r e  th e  f e u d a l  p r in c e s  v y in g  

w ith  one a n o th e r  f o r  su p rem a cy . Prom th e  4 9 th  y e a r  o f  h i s  

r e ig n  (7 2 2  B . C .)  th e  S p r in g  and Autumn p e r io d  s t a r t e d .

Prom i t  C o n fu c iu s*  S p r in g  and Autumn d a te d  on p u rp o se  t o  in 

t e r p r e t  w ith  h i s  n a t iv e  s t a t e  o f  Lu a s  th e  c o n t ig u o u s  c e n t e r
o

th e  " r is e  and f a l l "  o f  th e  v a r io u s  in c o m p a t ib le  s t a t e s .

1 .  To t h e  w e s t  o f  S ia n f u .
2 .  C o n fu c iu s  s t a r t e d ,  i n  4 81  3* C . ,  w r i t in g  t h e  S p r in g  and
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Gone w ere th e  d a y s o f th e  a n c ie n t  k in g 3 l  F e u d a lism , h a v in g  

c u lm in a te d  d u r in g  th e  W estern  Chou, b egan  t o  d e c l i n e  w ith  

th e  e a s t e r n  one* But t h e  ep o ch  o f  C h in a ’ s  e a r l i e s t  c h iv a lr y  

now a p p ea red  on th e  s t a g e *  The t im e -c r o w n e d  em p ire  becam e  

th e  p la y g ro u n d  where th e r e  w ere g o in g  t o  c o n t e s t  f o r  cham

p io n s h ip  th e  v a r io u s  p ow ers o f  th e  w orld  th e n  known t o  th e  

C h in ese*  1 I t  w as a  l i v e l y  b u t  l a w l e s s  e r a ,  when th e  r u le r  

v/as h im s e l f  th e  s t a t e  and m igh t was r i g h t !

ITo s o o n e r  d o s s  th e  c u r t a in  open th a n  we a re  i a t r o -
2

duced t o  th e  s c e n e s  o f  th e  a g e  o f  th e  Xi.ve L ords P r o te c to r  

(6 3 5 -5 9 1  B . C . ) — n a m ely , D ukes Hu on o f  C h U  ( 6 3 5 - 6 4 3 ) ,

H sia n g  o f  Sung (6 5 0 - 6 3 7 ) ,  '7en  o f  T s in  ( 6 3 6 - 6 2 3 ) ,  Wii o f  T s ' i n  

( 6 5 9 - 6 2 1 ) ,  and K in g  Chuang o f  Ch’u ( 6 1 3 - 5 9 1 ) .  Baoh o f  

them in  h i s  tu r n  assum ed th e  p r e s id e n c y  over  th e  i n t e r -  

s t a t e  l e a g u e ,  avow in g  h i s  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  H ouse o f  Chou, 

and p r o c la im in g  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  m a in ta in  "order* u n d er  

H eaven b y  s e t t l i n g  i n t e r - s t a t e  c o n f l i c t s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  b y  

la w s ,  a n d , i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  b y  a r m s . T h is  way t o  o r d e r  th ro u g h  

i n t e r - s t a t e  a g reem en ts  and m i l i t a r y  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  was opened  

up b y  Kuan Chung (7 0 8 -6 4 5  B* 0 * ) ,  p rim e m in i s t e r  o f  Duke

Autumn w h ich  d a te d  from  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  Duke Y in ’ s  
r e ig n  i n  th e  S t a t e  o f  Xu, t h a t  i s ,  7 22  B* C*

1 .  T h ere were a b o u t f o u r t e e n  im p o r ta n t s t a t e s  d u r in g  th e  
S p r in g  and Autumn p e r io d — n a m ely , Cheng (%p ) ,  Ch* en  
( ? ? - ) ,  C h 'i  (7 * F ) , c h to  ( ? f L ) ,  L u ( .% ' ) ,  Sung ( « . ) ,
T B 'a l T s 'a o  ( " T ) ,  T s in  ( :% r ) ,  T a ' in  ( J k ) ,

a  '9 u  ( i k ) ‘ Y oB  T tte h
3 .  The r u l e r s  o f  Ch*u had d is r e g a r d e d  th e  House o f  Chou s in c e  

th e  a b r o g a t io n  o f th e  t i t l e  o f  k in g  in  7 40  B . C .
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Huan o f  Ch’ i .  A g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  e c o n o m is t  and " in t e r n a t io n a l  

j u r i s t *  a s  he w a s , he p r a c t i s e d  a s  a  g r e a t  s ta te sm a n  what 

he ta u g h t  i n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  w in n in g  h i s  s t a t e  econ om ic  and 

c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y ,  th e  n e ig h b o r in g  s t a t e s  r e a l  s e c u r i t y  

a g a in s t  b a r b a r ia n  in v a s io n s  and f o r e i g n  e n c r o a c h m e n ts , and  

h i s  lo r d  Duke Huan th e  f i r s t  p r e s id e n c y  over  th e  I n t e r 

s t a t e  l e a g u e  and a l s o  th e  r e p u t a t io n  o f  l o y a l  s e r v i c e  t o  

th e  H ouse o f Chou• F o llo w in g  th e  d e a th  o f  Kuan Chung, 

h o w ev er , th e r e  wa3 no s tr o n g  man in  th e  S t a t e  o f  Ch’ i .  The 

same a t te m p t  a t  th e  way t o  ord er  w as r e p e a te d  b y  r u l e r s  o f  

o th er  s t a t e s .  But a l l  t r i a l s  w ere e r r o r s :  n o r  r e a l  o r d e r

wa3 e v o lv e d .

"Vhile Kuan Chung was a  t h in k e r  a s  w e l l  a s  a  s t a t e s 

man, i t  was n o t u n t i l  th e  t im e  o f  C o n fu c iu s  t h a t  C h in ese  

p h ilo s o p h y  c o u ld  d e s e r v e  to  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  " lo v e  o f  wisdom *"  ̂

\a so o n  a s  t h e  L ords P r o t e c t o r  p la y e d  t h e i r  p a r t s ,  f i v e  

' lo v e r s  o f  wisdom * a p p ea red  on t h e  s t a g e ,  e a ch  p la y in g  h i s  

un iqu e r o le  in  s e a r c h in g  f o r  th e  r ig h t  way t o  o r d e r :  Lao

Tzu from  th e  S t a t e  o f Ch'u foun d  in a o t io n is m ;  C o n fu c iu s  from  

th e  S t a t e  o f  Lu, m o ra lism ; Mo Tzu from  th e  same s t a t e ,  a l t r u 

ism ; Yang Tzu (p r o b a b ly )  from  th e  S t a t e  o f  '% i, e g o ism ; and  

K ung-sun Yang from  th e  seme s t a t e ,  l e g a l i s m .  We a r e  t h e r e 

by u s h e r e d  in t o  th e  s c e n e s  o f  th e  age  o f  th e  F iv e  P r o p h e ts

1 • C f* Hu, S h ih , O u t l in e s  o f  t h e  H is t o r y  o f  C h in e se  P h i l o -  
aoph y, V ol*  I ,  p .  3 6 .  1
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(5 7 0 -3 3 8  B . C .)  vdiich  i t  i s  our t a s k  t o  n a r r a te  and exp ou n d . 

S x te n d in g  from  t h e  b i r t h  o f  Lao Tzu t o  th e  d e a th  o f  Kung- 

sun Y an g, i t  war an epoah  o f  th e  b loom  o f  C h in a ’ s  e a r l i e s t  

i n t e l l e c t ,  when k n ow led ge  was pow er and wisdom  was v i r t u e !

A l l  o f them  h e l d  h i g i  p o s i t i o n s  in  governm ent w ith  

a v ie w  t o  c a r r y in g  t h e i r  sy s te m s  o f  t e a c h in g s  i n t o  p r a c t i c e )  

and a l l  b u t  K .ung-sun Yang e x e r t e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  v a i n .  

Nobody b u t a  number o f  y o u n g s te r s  tu r n e d  e a r s  t o  them a s  

acknow ledged  d i s c i p l e s .  They d ie d  w ith  a  s i g h ,  th o u g h  v /ith  

h o p e. E ven K ung-sun Yang h i m s e l f ,  thou gh  h e  had su c c e e d e d  

in  p e r s u a d in g  Duke H s ia o  o f  Ts&n t o  a d o p t h i s  i d e a s ,  had t o  

d ie  a  m a rty r  f o r  h i s  way t o  o r d e r .  The e r a  o f  S p rin g  and 

Autumn (7 2 2 -4 0 4  B .C .)  h a v in g  b e e n  s u c c e e d e d  by t h a t  o f  th e  

’ a r r in g  S t a t e s  (4 0 3 -2 2 2  B .C . ) ,  b y  th e  y e a r  318 B .C . a l l  r u l e r s  

of th e  r e m a in in g  s t a t e s  had p r o c la im e d  th e m s e lv e s  k in g s  w ith  

no m ore H ouse o f  Chou in  v ie w .  The v a s t  t e r r i t o r y  o f  th e  

S ta te  o f  T s in  h a v in g  b e e n  p a r t i t i o n e d  in  376  B . C . b y  i t s  

th r e e  n o b le  f a m i l i e s ,  Han, C hao, and Wei ( b e t t e r  known a s  

Li an g-w e i  a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from  th e  o ld e r  W ei) and t h e  duke

dom o f  Ch’ i  h a v in g  b e e n  u su r p e d  b y  T’ l e n  Ho in  4 10  B . C «, 

th e s e  f o u r  new and t h e  th r e e  o l d ,  Ch’u ,  T s ’ l n ,  and Y en, be

come known a s  th e  Seven  P ow ers 1 among t h e  r e m a in in g  s t a t e s  

w h ile  th e  ln q > er ia l H ouse was l e f t  m ore and m ore in  o b sc u r 

i t y .  The way t o  o r d e r  o o n t in u e d  i n d i s p e n s a b le ,  I n t e r e s t i n g  , 

and t h e r e f o r e  b e in g  lo o k e d  f o r .  B u t, ex p e r im en t a f t e r  e x -
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p e r im c n t , f a i l u r e  overw helm ed s u c c e s s ,

Gone were Kuan Chung and Duke Huan I M eantim e th e r e  

app eared  an th e  s t a g e  tw o m e r r y -a n d r e w s, e a c h  s i n g in g  h i s  

so n g  o f  o rd er  and u n i t y .  T hey w ere Su T s’ i n  and Chang Y i ,  

two p e r s o n a l ly  good  f r i e n d s  and f e l l o w  d i s c i p l e s  o f  th e  same 

m a ster  K u e i-k u  Tzu or P h i lo s o p h e r  o f  t h e  D e v i l  V a l l e y ,  b u t  

two d i a m e t r i c a l l y  op p osed  a d v e r s a r ie s  i n  c u r r e n t  i n t e r - s t a t e  

p o l i t i c s  w hioh w as t o  them  n o th in g  b u t a  game o f  b u s in e s s  

s p e c u l a t i o n .  A f t e r  h a v in g  m a ste r e d  th e  a r t  o f  d e b a t in g  

and p e r s u a s io n ,  th e y  s t a r t e d  t h e i r  c a r e e r s  a s  i t i n e r a n t  d ip 

lo m a ts  and i n t e r s t a t e  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  e a c h -a t t e m p t in g  t o  b r in g  

a new p o l i t i c a l  o rd er  out o f  th e  w a r r in g  s t a t e s  a c c o r d in g  

to  h i s  way th r o u g h  t a c t i c s  and t r i c k s .  T s f i n ,  w h ile  s i t 

u a te d  on t h e  w e s te r n  f r o n t i e r s ,  c o n t in u e d  suprem e among th e  

s t a t e s )  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  guard  a g a in s t  th e  a g g r e s s i v e ,  s e m i-  

b a r b a r ic  p e o p le  o f  T s ' i n ,  i n  th e  y e a r  333 B . C . ,  Su T s’ i n  

su c c e e d e d  i n  c e m e n tin g  th e  P e r p e n d ic u la r  U n io n  1 o f  th e  s i x  

s t a t e s  e a s t  o f  Tb ’ I u  from  Yen in  t b s  n o r th  up t o  Ch'u i n  

th e  s o u th  b y  c o n v in c in g  them  o f  t h e i r  common d a n g er  and com

mon i n t e r e s t .

Y faile  th e  p e r p e n d ic u la r  U n ion  b egan  t o  c o l l a p s e  upon  

Su T s’ i n 1s  d e a th  in  th e  y e a r  f o l lo w in g  i t s  f o r m a t io n , in  

r e a c t io n  a g a in s t  i t  th e  S ta te  o f T s f i n  had t o  work o u t some 

m ea su res t o  s e o u r e  h e r s e l f .  T h ereupon  came Chang Yi th e  man
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o f th e  h ou r  t o  th e  n eed  o f  K ing Hui o f  T s ' i n .  To b rea k  up  

th e  u n io n , he a d v is e d  th e  k in g  t o  a d o p t th e  p la n  o f  ranking

eaoh s e p a r a t e l y ,  w h ich  he f i n a l l y  c a r r ie d  out in  311 B . C . ,  

a f t e r  he had c o n v in c e d  e v e r y o n e  o f  them  o f  th e  e x c e e d in g  

a d van tage  in  a l l i a n c e  w ith  To’ i n  and a l s o  d em o n stra ted  i t  

th rou gh  g iv e - a n d - t a k e  p o l i t i c s .  K in g  Hui l i v e d  n o t  lo n g  

enough t o  s e e  th e  c o m p le te  s u c c e s s  o f  Chang Y i ’ s  p la n  w h ile  

Chang Yi had t o  l e a v e  f o r  L ia n g -w e i on a c c o u n t of th e  new  

k in g ’ s  d is a p p r o v a l  o f  h i s  p o l i c y  and p e r s o n a l i t y .  In  c o n 

seq u en ce  th e  H o r iz o n ta l  A l l i a n c e s  f e l l  t o  p i e c e s  w i t h in  a  

y e a r .  T h en oeforw ard  th e  pendulum  of su b seq u e n t i n t e r - s t a t e  

p o l i t i c s  swung b etw een  “fed era lism **  and " im p e r ia l is m ,” b e 

tw een  th e  P e r p e n d io u la r  U nion  and th e  H o r iz o n ta l  A l l ia n c e s ;  

w h ereas T s ’ i n  a lo n e  c o n t in u e d  p u r s u in g  th e  same p o l i c y .

W ith R u n g-su n  Yang’ s  p o s i t i v e  p o l i c y  o f  " e n r ic h in g  th e  coun

t r y  and s t r e n g t h e n in g  th e  array" a s  th e  b a s i s  o f  I n t e r n a l  ad

m i n i s t r a t io n ,  and w ith  t h e  id e a  o f  " a n n ex in g  th e  n e a r e s t  

s t a t e s  one a f t e r  a n o th e r " — w h ich  Ban Tad s u g g e s te d  t o  K in g  

H sian g  i n  2 7 0  B . G .— a s  th e  k e r n e l  o f  f o r e ig n  p o l i c y ,  t h e  

S ta te  o f  T s ’ i n  v e r y  so o n  becam e in d o m ita b le  enough  t o  an n ex  

the r e m a in in g  t e r r i t o r y  o f  t h e  H ouse o f  Chou i n  256 B. C .,  

and c o m p le t e ly  s u b ju g a te  th e  r e s t  o f  C h ina in  221 B . C . The 

a n te - T s ’ i n  p e r io d — c o v e r in g  t h e  e r a  o f  S p r in g  and Autumn and

X
H o r iz o n ta l  A l l i a n c e s  w ith  th e  s i x  s t a t e s  t o  th e  e a s t ,
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th e  e r a  o f  t h e  W arring S t a t e s — en d s w i t h  t h i s *  So d id  f e u 

d a lism  end w ith  t h e  c u lm in a t in g  s u c c e s s  o f  th e  l e g a l i s m ,  m i

l i t a r i s m ,  and im p e r ia l is m , o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  T s ’ i n .

To come b a ck  t o  th e  a g e  o f  our F iv e  P r o p h e ts  (5 7 0 -3 3 8

B . C * ) , th e  c e n te r  o f  our i n t e r e s t .  A m idst th e  same c h a o t ic

c ir c u m s ta n c e s  t h e y  s e t  o u t t o  s e e k  th e  r ig h t  way to  o r d e r .  

Upon t h e i r  r e tu r n  th e y  g a v e  d i f f e r e n t  r e p o r t s ,  p rop ou n d in g  

d i f f e r e n t  means o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .  B eo a u se  t h e y  had r esp o n d 

ed t o  d i f f e r e n t  p h a se s  o f th e  same e n v ir o n m e n t. The b lu e

h e a v e n , th e  w h ite  s u n , th e  y e l lo w  e a r t h ,  th e  y e l lo w  s t r e a m s ,  

and th e  g r e e n  h i l l s ,  had  rem -lin ed  th e  same t o  them  s i n c e  t h e  

g o ld en  d a y s o f  th e  F iv e  l ia p e r o r e .  The m a sses  o f  th e  b la c k 

h a ir e d  p e o p le ,  th o u g h  s c a t t e r e d  among th e  w a r r in g  s t a t e s ,  

rem ained a  u n i t y ,  and t h a t  u n i t y  was n o t o n ly  r a c i a l  and 

g e o g r a p h ic a l b u t a lo o  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  s o c i a l ,  and  

o u l t u r a l ,  i f  n e t  p o l i t i c a l .  From th e  p a s t  th e y  i n h e r i t e d  th e  

same cu sto m s and t r a d i t i o n s  a s  u s u a l*  T h e ir  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  w ere a l l  a l i k e  b a se d  on p a t r ia r c h a l!a m  and f e u 

d a lis m . To H eaven and ISarth th e y  s t i l l  o h e r is h e d  th e  s p i r i t  

o f r e v e r e n c e .  They n e v e r  fo r g o t  to  p r a c t i s e  th e  c u l t  o f  

a n c e s t o r s .  Above a l l ,  t h e y  k e p t  up common c u l t u r a l  t r a d i 

t i o n  b eq u ea th ed  b y  t h e i r  f o r e f a t h e r s .  They sp ok e  th e  same 

t o n ic  and m o n o s y l la b ic  la n g u a g e , th o u g h  w ith  s l i g h t  l o c a l  

v a r i a t i o n s ,  and th e y  w ro te  th e  same id e o g r a p h ic  s c r i p t .  A l l  

o f  them h e ld  i n  h ig h  e s te e m  t h o s e  h i s t o r i c a l  docum ents o f  

th e  a n c ie n t  k i n g s ,  r e c o r d s  o f  r i t e s ,  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  o d e s ,
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fra g m en ta ry  p i e c e s  o f  work on a r t ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  s c i e n c e ,  and 

p h i lo s o p h y , a s  l e f t  t o  them  b y  f o r g o t t e n  a u th o r s*  In  one  

v/ord t h e y  w ere I n  u n i t y ,  one and a l l *

But u n i t y  w ith o u t  o r d e r  I  What w ere th e  s o u r c e s  o f  

a l l  t r o u b le  th e n ? — w hat c o n s t i t u t e  th e  d i s r u p t i v e  f o r o e s  th a t  

had to r n  th e  p r e v io u s  o r d e r  I n t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c h a o s? — o r ,  

in  s h o r t ,  w hat w as th e  t r o u b le  w ith  t h e  C h in ese?  T hen , w hat 

w ould b e  th e  r ig h t  '̂<ray to  order?  and w here t o  f in d  i t ?  The  

p r o p h e ts  u n d e r to o k  t o  answ er t h e s e  q u e s t io n s  and s o lv e  t h e s e  

prob lem s*  As t o  th e  way o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  t h e y  lo o k e d  n e i t h e r  

to  a n y  " m e ss ia n ic  kingdom " n o r  t o  an y  " w estern  h eaven *  n or  

to  an y  " u n iv e r s a l  com m onwealth o f  i ) r o l e t a r la n  e q u a l s ."  They  

f i r m ly  c lu n g  t o  t h i s  w o r ld  o f  hu m an ity*  $ h a t t h e y  aim ed a t ,  

was to  r e - e s t a b l i s h  an  o r d e r ly  em p ire  u n d er  H eaven and upon  

h a r th , b y  tr a n s fo r m in g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  com m unity th r o u g h  a d e 

q u a te  m eans o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l*

B* M oralism  Through C u ltu r a l  C r ee d s— C o n fu c iu s  

and H is A d h eren ts

1*  T r a d i t io n a l  M oral larfr—C onfU oiua

Wavs o f  A n c ie n t  K in g st  M orale  and M u sic*—  The p h i l o 

s o p h ic  p r o p h e t  who p r id e d  h im s e l f  upon b e in g  *a t r a n s m it t e r  

and n o t a  m ak er, b e l i e v i n g  and l o v i n g  th e  a n c i e n t s ,"  * and

1 .  A n a le o ta .  J .  L e g g e ’ s  t r * ,  V IZ, 1*
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t h e r e f o r e  d e v o te d  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  t o  th e  g o s p e l  o f  

t r a d i t i o n a l  raora lisra , was K* u n g C h 'iu  o r  C o n fu c iu s  (5 5 1 -4 7 9  

3 .  C .)*  B orn in  th e  S t a t e  o f  Lu, t h e  f i e f  b e sto w ed  on th e  

Duke o f  Chou b y  K in g  t t i ,  w here t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r a l  and mor

a l  c r e e d s  had b e e n  b e t t e r  e s te e m e d  and o b ser v ed  th a n  e l s e 

where r he a r o s e  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  g ia n t  and s o 

c i a l  and m ora l r e fo r m e r  o f  h i s  t im e*  As he s a id  tow ard s th e  

c lo s e  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  “At f i f t e e n ,  my m ind was b e n t  on le a r n 

in g }  a t  t h i r t y ,  I s to o d  firm *  a t  f o r t y ,  I had no d o u b t s ; a t  

f i f t y ,  I knew th e  d e c r e e s  o f H eaven; a t  B ix t y ,  my e a r  was an  

o b e d ie n t  organ  f o r  my r e c e p t io n  o f  t r u t h ;  a t  s e v e n t y ,  I 

cou ld  f o l lo w  what my h e a r t  d e s i r e d ,  w ith o u t  t r a n s g r e s s in g  

•h at was r i g h t * ” *

H o ld in g  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  d u r in g  th e  r e ig n  o f  Duke T in g  

o f  h i s  n a t iv e  s t a t e  f o r  s e v e r a l  t im e s ,  he c o u ld  h a r d ly  f i n d  

M s way t o  o rd er  ad o p ted  and o b se r v e d ; w h e r e fo r e  h e  d e c id e d  

in  497  B* C* t o  r e t i r e  from  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  and sp en d  th e  

r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e  in  t e a c h in g  d i s c i p l e s ,  e d i t i n g  c l a s s i c a l  

l i t e r a t u r e s ,  and p r e a c h in g  h i s  new g o s p e l  among v a r io u s  

3 t a t c s  o u t s id e *  Nov/here c o u ld  he f i n d  a n y  r u le r  to  a d o p t  

h io  v iew *  C o n te n t o r a r y  s ta te s m e n  ap p eared  in  h i s  e y e s  m e r e ly

'•so many p e c k s  and h am p ers, n o t  w orth  b e in g  ta k e n  i n t o  a c -  
o

c o u n t ; ” s t r a n g e  d o c t r i n e s  v/ere p r e v a i l i n g  e v e r y w h e r e ; and  

o ld  good w ays w ere  d is r e g a r d e d  b y  r u l e r s  and m asses*  In

1* Op* c l t *. I I ,  i v . 2 * I M d *. X I I I ,  x x ,  4 .
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p e r s o n a l  C h a r a c te r  h e  w a s , a s  d e s c r ib e d  by one o f  h i s  d i s t i n 

g u is h e d  d i s o i p l e s ,  Tzu K ang, b e n ig n ,  u p r ig h t ,  c o u r t e o u s ,  tem

p e r a t e ,  and c o m p la is a n t ,  i n  d e a l in g  w ith  p e o p le  a s  w e l l  a s  

g e t t i n g  in f o r m a t io n ,  1 th u s  s e t t i n g  a  perm anent i n s p i r i n g  

p a t t e r n  o f  m«n t o  h i s  d ay  and su b se q u e n t a g e s .  I t  was o n ly

two y e a r s  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a th  when h e  w ro te  t h e  S o r in g  and Au-
2

tumn, o f  w h ich  M en ciu s made th e  f o l lo w in g  rem arks*

A ga in  th e  w o r ld  f e l l  i n t o  d e c a y , and p r in 
c i p l e s  fa d e d  aw ay . P e r v e r s e  s p e a k in g s  and op
p r e s s i v e  d e e d s  waxed r i f e  a g a in .  T here w ere  
in s t a n c e s  o f  m i n i s t e r s  who m urdered t h e i r  
s o v e r e ig n s ,  and o f  so n s  who m urdered t h e i r  f a 
t h e r s .  C o n fu c iu s  was so a r e d  t h e r e b y ,  and made 
th e  “S p r in g  and Autumn• * flhat t h e  " S p r in g  and  
Autumn" c o n t a in s  a r e  m a t t e r s  p r o p e r  t o  th e  em
p e r o r .  On t h i s  a c c o u n t  C o n fu c iu s  s a i d ,  " y e s l  
I t  i s  th e  *S p r in g  and Autumn* w h ich  w i l l  make 
men know m e, and i t  i s  t h e  * S p r in g  and Autumn* 
w h ich  w i l l  make men condemn m e."

By in t e r p r e t in g  t h e r e i n  th e  r i s e  and f a l l  o f  th e  bod y p o l i 

t i c ,  h e  made th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  p a s t  g e n e r a t io n s  a  g u id e  and 

m irro r  t o  th e  p r e s e n t ,  and  a f t e r  th e  work a p p e a r e d , " r e b e l

l i o u s  m i n i s t e r s  and v i l l a i n o u s  s o n s  w ere s t r u c k  w ith  t e r r o r ." 3

M a tu r a lly  he fou n d  h i s  ground o f  a p p e a l i n  " th e  way 

( t a o )  o f  th e  a n o ie n t  k in g s " — T a o , Shun, Yft, T *an g , Wen, 

and Duke o f  Chou— whom h e  a d o red  a s  o o n s e r v e r s  o f  th e  c u l 

tu r a l  a s s e t s  and m oral h e r i t a g e  o f  th e  C h in e se  r a c e .  He s a i d ,  

" If  a  man i n  th e  m o rn in g  h e a r  t h e  r l ^ i t  w ay, h e  may d i e  in

Op* olt*. X, x, 2.
2 .  Works. B k . I l l ,  P t .  I I ,  C h . IX , 7 - 8 .
3. Loo, olt.. 11.
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th e  e v e n in g  w ith o u t r e g r e t ; "  1 and t h i s  way had b een  p a r t i 

c u l a r l y  w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  and d e v e lo p e d  b y  t h e  e a r l y  r u l e r s  o f  

th e  Chou d y n a sty *  T h e r e fo r e , he s a i d ,  "Chou had t h e  ad van 

ta g e  o f  v ie w in g  th e  tw o  p a s t  d y n a s t ie s *  How c o m p le te  and
2e le g a n t  a r e  i t s  m o ra ls  and l e t t e r s l  1 f o l lo w  C houi" He 

yearn ed  a f t e r  Duke o f  Chou so  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  t h a t  he once  

even  s a id  w ith  a  s i g h ,  '‘E xtrem e i s  my d e c a y . For a  lo n g  

t im e , I h ave  n o t  d r e a m t, a s  I  was wont t o ,  t h a t  I  saw  Duke 

of Chou*" L ik e w is e ,  he adm ired  Kuan Chung f o r  h i s  su p 

p o r t  o f  Duke Huan o f  Chri  in  u n i f y in g  and r e c t i f y i n g  th e  

c o u n tr y  and in  k e e p in g  th e  b a r b a r ia n  in v a d e r s  away in  th e  

d e a e r t*  But f o r  Kuan Chung, he s a i d ,  a l l  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  

Hid d ie  Kingdom would h ave  su n k  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  c r u d e  h a r b a r -
4

ism* I f  su ch  w ere t h e  c a s e ,  no w onder t h a t  from  th e  v e r y  

b e g in n in g  o f  h i a i n t e l l e c t u a l  e f f o r t  he was a  t r a d i t i  o n a l-  

i s t ,  m o n a r c h is t , c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  and r e a c t i o n i s t *  Though he  

had t r a c e d  t h e  o rd er  o f  t h in g s  t o  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  a n t i t j u i t y ,  

y e t  he th o u g h t  so m e th in g  p o s i t i v e  m ust be done aa r e m e d ia l  

m ea su res f o r  th e  p r e s e n t ,  w h ich  he o o u ld  f u l f i l  In  n o  way 

o th e r  th a n  l e a v in g  h i s  t h r e e  th o u sa n d  d i s o i p l e s  w ith  con 

s t r u c t i v e  t e a c h in g s  a s  l a t e r  on c o l l e c t e d  b y  them in  th e  

A n a le o t s * For t h e  way t o  o r d e r , he a d v o c a te d  r i t e s  (1 1 )  and  

m usic ( y c )  a s  means o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l ;  and th e  d o m e s t ic  and

1* A n a le c t s .  IV , v i l i .  2 .  I b i d * . I l l ,  x i v .
3 .  ibid*. V ll. v . 4* T5IT.. XIV, x v i i i ,  2 .
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p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a s  i t s  a g e n c ie s  w i t h  e d u c a t io n  a s  

t h e i r  u l t i m a t e  te c h n iq u e *

"When a f f a i r s  o a n n o t b e  c a r r ie d  on t o  s u c c e s s ,  r i t e s  

and m u sic  w i l l  n o t n o u r i s h ,  \3hen r i t e s  and m u sic  do n o t  

f l o u r i s h ,  p u n ish m en ts  w i l l  n o t be p r o p e r ly  aw ard ed ."  1 " I t  

i s  b y  t h e  o d es t h a t  th e  mind i s  a r o u s e d ;  i t  i s  b y  th e  m o r a ls  2  

th a t  th e  c h a r a c te r  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d ;  i t  i s  from  m u sic  th a t  th e  

f i n i s h  i s  r e c e i v e d •" 3 A g r e a t  m u s ic ia n  a s  he h im s e l f  w a s , 

C o n fu c iu s  d id  n o t  l e a v e  a n y  s p e c i f i c  d i s c o u r s e s  on m u sic  in  

i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  r i t e s  and m o r a ls .  But t h e r e  i s  no doubt 

about i t  t h a t  he m ust have b een  w e l l  v e r s e d  in  su ch  c h a l -  

l e n g ln g  p a s s a g e s  a s  w ere c o n t a in e d  in  th e  "Record o f  M u sic ,"

OR* x m * i U * 6*2 .  Tne C h in e se  word l i  ( ) a s  u s e d  in  th e  d a y s o f  C onfu
c iu s  e v i d e n t l y  h a s  tw o i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  r i t e s  and m o r a ls ,  
and s o  e a c h  w i l l  be a d o p te d  in  i t s  p ro p e r  o a s e s .

3 - A n a le o t s . .  V I I I ,  v i i i .
4 .  The k n ow led ge  o f  m u sio  l e a d s  t o  t h e  s u b t l e  s p r in g s  t h a t  

u n d e r l i e  th e  r u l e s  o f  c er em o n y . He who h a s  ap p reh en d ed  
b o th  c e r e m o n ie s  and m u sio  may he p ron ou n ced  t o  b e  a  p o s
s e s s o r  o f  v i r t u e .  V ir tu e  m eans r e a l i s a t i o n  i n  o n e 's  
s e l f . . .

S i m i l a r i t y  and u n io n  a r e  th e  a im  o f  m u s ic ;  d i f f e r 
e n c e  and d i s t i n c t i o n ,  t h a t  o f  cerem o n y . From u n io n  eom es 
m u tu al a f f e c t i o n ;  from  d i f f e r e n c e ,  m utual r e s p e c t .  Where 
m u sio  p r e v a i l s ,  we f i n d  a  weak c o a le s o e n o e ;  « h e r e  c e r e 
mony p r e v a i l s ,  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  s e p a r a t io n *  I t  i s  th e  b u s i 
n e s s  o f  th e  tw o  t o  b le n d  p e o p l e ' s  f e e l i n g s  and g iv e  e l e 
gance t o  t h e i r  cutw ard  m a n ! f e s t a t i o n e .  • •

M usio com eb from  w i t h i n ,  and c e r e m o n ie s  from  w ith 
out*  M u sic , com ing from  w i t h i n ,  p r o d u c e s  th e  s t i l l n e s s  
o f  th e  m ind; c e r e m o n ie s , com in g  from  w i t h o u t ,  produoe  
th e  e le g a n c ie s  o f  m ann er. The h ig h e s t  s t y l e  o f  m u sic  i s  
s u r e  t o  be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b y  i t s  e a s e ;  th e  h ig h e s t  s t y l e  
o f  e l e g a n c e ,  b y  i t s  u n d e m o n s tr a t iv e n e s s *

L e t  m u s ic  a t t a i n  i t s  f u l l  r e s u l t s ,  and t h e r e  w ould  
b e  no d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n s  in  t h e  m ind; l e t  cerem ony do s o ,
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w ith o u t w h ic h  beyond  a  d o u b t h e  c o u ld  n o t h ave  b e e n  s o  much 

c o n v in c e d  o f  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  r i t c c  and m u s ic , when w ork in g  

hand i n  h a n d , a s  th e  s t r o n g e s t  b on d s which, h o ld  th e  m u l t i 

tu d e  to g e t h e r *  The m ost w e ig h ty  s t r e s s  w as l a i d  upon r i t e s  

and m o r a ls*

V ir t u e s  and M o tiv e s  o f  c o n d u c t*—  I f  a  man b e w ith 

ou t th e  v i r t u e s  p r o p e r  t o  h u m a n ity , what h a s  he t o  do w ith

m orale  and m u sio?  * F o r t u n a t e ly ,  "man i s  b o m  f o r  u p r ig h t -  
2

n e s s * ” "By n a t u r e ,  men a r e  n e a r ly  a l i k e ;  by  p r a c t i c e ,  

th e y  g e t  t o  b e  w id e  a p a r t ."  ^ In  su ch  vagu e  term s C o n fu c iu s

and t h e r e  w ould  b e  n o  q u a r r e l s . .*
The o c c a s io n s  and form s o f  c e r e m o n ie s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  

b u t i t  i s  t h e  same f e e l i n g  o f  r e s p e c t  w h ich  t h e y  e x p r e s s .  
The s t y l e s  o f  m u s ic a l  p i e c e s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  b u t i t  i s  
t h e  same f e e l i n g  o f  lo v e  w h ic h  t h e y  prom ote* The e s s e n 
t i a l  n a tu r e  o f  c e r e m o n ie s  and m u sic  b e in g  th e  sam e, t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n t  k i n g s ,  one a f t e r  a n o th e r ,  c o n t in u e d  them a s  
th e y  fou n d  them * The o c c a s io n s  and form s w ere a c c o r d in g  
t o  t h e  t im e s  when t h e y  w ere m ade; t h e  names a g r e e d  w it h  
th e  m e r it  w h ich  th e y  ocram em orated*.*

T h e r e fo r e  i n  t h e  a n c e s t r a l  t e m p le ,  r u l e r s  and m in
i s t e r s ,  h i ^ i  and lo w ,  l i s t e n  t o g e t h e r  to  th e  m u s ic ,  and  
a l l  i s  harm ony and r e v e r e n c e ;  a t  th e  d i s t r i c t  and v i l l a g e  
m e e t in g s  o f  t h e  h e a d s  o f  o la n B , o ld  and you n g  l i s t e n  t o 
g e th e r  t o  i t ,  end  a l l  i s  harm ony and d e fe r e n c e *  W ith in  
t h e  g a t e  o f  th e  f a m i l y ,  f a t h e r s  and s o n s ,  b r o t h e r s  and 
c o u s i n s ,  l i s t e n  t o g e t h e r  t o  i t ,  and a l l  i s  harmony and  
a f f e c t i o n *  Thus i n  m u sic  t h e r e  i s  a  o a r e fU l d i s c r im in 
a t io n  o f  t h e  v o i c e s  t o  b le n d  them  in  u n io n  s o  a s  t o  b r in g  
o u t t h e i r  harm ony; t h e r e  i s  a  u n io n  o f  t h e  v a r io u s  in 
s tr u m e n ts  t o  g i v e  orn am en ta l e f f e c t  t o  i t s  d i f f e r e n t  
p a r t s ;  and t h e s e  p a r t s  a r e  com bined  and p er fo rm ed  s o  a s  

t o  c o m p le te  i t s  e le g a n c e *  In  t h i s  way f a t h e r s  and s o n s ,  
r u l e r s  and s u b j e c t s  a r e  u n i t e d  i n  harm ony, and th e  p e o 
p l e  o f  t h e  m yriad  s t a t e s  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  i n  lo v e *  Such  
was th e  m ethod o f th e  a n c ie n t  k in g s  When t h e y  fram ed  
t h e i r  m u sic*  ( L i K l , B k .X V II, S e c . I ,  8 , 1 5 , 1 7 , 1 8 , 2 0 , 2 8 ) .

1 .  A n a le c t s .  I l l ,  i i i .  2 .  I b i d * . V I , acv ii*
3 .  I H f . r 3 f r n *  i i *
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seemed t o  h a v e  c h e r is h e d  t h e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  human n a tu r e  a s  

o r i g i n a l l y  good and o f  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  c h a r a c te r  a s  due t o  

h a b i t - f o r m a t io n .  H is  t h e o r y  o f  t h r e e  v i r t u e s ,  h o w ev e r , i s  

v e r y  d e f i n i t e  from  t h e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s ta n d p o in t*  ( 1 )  wisdom  

as th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  v i r t u e ,  (2 )  b e n e v o le n c e  a s  th e  e m o t io n a l  

one, and ( 3 )  c o u r a g e  a s  th e  v o l i t i o n a l  o n e . Among t h e s e  th r e e  

th e  h ig h e s t  one i n c l u s i v e  o f  th e  o th e r  tw o— th e  v i r t u e  o f  

v i r t u e s — i s  b e n e v o le n c e  or  Jen  vfaioh form s th e  o i l - e m b r a c in g  

theme o f  t h e  t e a c h in g s  o f  C o n fu c iu s .

P s y c h o l o g i c a l l y ,  t h e s e  v i r t u e s  f u n c t io n  a s  m o t iv e s

o f  s o c i a l  c o n d u c t  a s  ju d g e d  t o  b e  e i t h e r  l e g a l  or m oral or

b o th . They form  ;he b e g in n in g s  and baBea o f  th e  c h a r a c te r

o f a  man, w h ich  i s  r e v e a le d  i n  s h a t  h e  d o e s ,  w hat mark h i s

m o t iv e s ,  and exam in e in  what t h in g s  h e  r e s t s .  * "He who
a

p r a o t lo e s  v i r t u e s  m ust h a v e  n e ig h b o rs ,* *  and t h e r e f o r e  b y  

h is  n e ig h b o rh o o d  we can t e l l  i f  he i s  r e a l l y  v i r t u o u s .  ®

The u l t im a t e  m o tiv e  o f  co n d u ct i s  b e n e v o le n o e  or  J e n .  As t o  

what i s  J e n , we f in d  some i l l u m i n a t in g  h i n t s  ou t o f  s e v e r a l  

d ia lo g u e s  oe tw een  him  and some o f  h i s  d i s c i p l e s *  4

When Yen Ytien a sk e d  abou t J e n , he s a i d ,
"To su b d u e o n e ’ s  s e l f  and r e tu r n  to  p r o p r ie t y ,  
i s  J e n ."

M M M f t

IShen Chung Khng a sk e d  ab ou t J e n , he s a i d ,
" I t  i s ,  when you go a b r o a d , t o  b eh a v e  t o  
e v e r y o n e  a s  i f  you w ere  r e c e i v in g  a  g r e a t
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g u e s t |  t o  em p loy  t h e  p e o p le  a s  i f  you w ere  
a s s i s t i n g  a t  a  g r e a t  s a c r i f i c e j  n o t t o  do 
t o  o th e r s  a s  you w ould  n o t  w ish  done t o  
y o u r s e l f )  t o  h a v e  n o  murmuring a g a in s t  you 
i n  th e  c o u n tr y , and none i n  t h e  fa m ily * *

When Pan Ch’ i h  a sk ed  a b o u t J e n , h e  s a i d ,
" It I s  t o  l o r e  a l l  men*"

Jen i s  th e n  more th a n  mere f e l l o w - f e e l i n g *  i t  i s  s e l f -  

a vow in g , c o u r a g e o u s  sy m p a th y . "P ine w ords and in s in u a t i n g  

a p p ea ra n ces  are  se ld o m  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  t r u e  b e n e v o le n c e
i

(J e n ) ."  A c t io n  i s  v h a t m a t t e r s ,  s u c o e s o  i s  a  se c o n d a r y  

c o n s id e r a t io n *  To s e e  what i s  r i g h t  and n o t do i t ,  i s  

want o f  c o u r a g e , la c k  o f  b e n e v o le n c e *  T h u s, th e  e s s e n c e  

o f .ien i s  sym pathy w ith  w isdom , c o u r a g e , l o y a l t y ,  and d i s 

i n t e r e s t e d n e s s ,  a s  a t t r i b u t e s *  I t  i s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  "an a l l -
2

p erv a d in g  u n i t y  o f  t h e  d o c tr in e "  o f  C o n fu c iu s*

The c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  v i r t u e s ,  th e  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  th e  

c r e e d  o f  J e n , i s  th e  way w hereby t h e  in d iv id u a l  b u i l d s  h i s  

c h a r a c te r  and th e  c o u n tr y  k e e p s  i t s  order* He who s u c c e e d s  

in  d o in g  t h i s ,  C o n fU c iu s c a l l e d  " th e s u p e r io r  man*— th e  man 

r i s i n g  a b o v e  t h e  o r d in a r y  m u lt itu d e *  S e t t in g  up th e  su p e r 

io r  man a s  th e  h ig h e s t  c o n c r e t e  e t h i c a l  i d e a l  o f  t h e  i n d i 

v id u a l ,  h e  a lw a y s  ta u g h t  ev ery b o d y  t o  l i v e  up t o  i t *  A ccord

i n g l y ,  h e  en u m erated  c e r t a i n  p r a c t i c a l  m o ra ls  or r u l e s  o f  

condu ct*  F i r s t ,  a s  t o  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  s e l f - c u l t i v a t i o n ,  

he s a i d ,  "The s u p e r !o r  man m ust b e  g r a v e  in  o rd er  t o  w in an y  

v e n e r a t io n ,  and s o l i d i f y  h i s  le a r n in g *  F o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,

0p » c t t » »  1 , i i i 2 . — %
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he m ust (X) h o ld  f a i t h f u l n e s s  and B in o e r i t y  a s  t h e  f i r s t  

p r i n c i p l e !  ( 2 )  h a v e  n o  f r i e n d s  n o t  eq u a l t o  h im s e l f }  and 

(3 )  n o t  f e a r  t o  abandon  h i s  f a u l t s  i f  he h a s  a n y . * Then 

as t o  th e  r u l e s  f o r  th e  f u l l  m a s te r in g  o f  c h a r a c t e r ,  he  

a a id ,  "(1) Led th e  w i l l  he s e t  on th e  p a th  o f  d u ty  ( t a o ) .

(2 )  L e t b e n e v o le n c e  (. ie n ) be ao a o rd ed  w i t h .  (3 )  L e t  r e -
Q

l a x a t io n  and en joym en t be fo u n d  in  th e  p o l i t e  a r t s . "  *

Of t h e s e  norms o f  c o n d u c t , " th e s u p e r io r  man a c t s

b e fo r e  he s p e a k s , and a f te r w a r d s  sp e a k s  a c c o r d in g  t o  h i s
3

a c t io n s ."  In  bo d o in g  h e  w in s  no g a in  and avoids no r i s k .

He i s  a lw a y s  m od est enough  t o  o v e r s te p  no l i m i t s .  He

can a d a p t h im s e l f  t o  a l l  d i f f i c u l t  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  w h er e in

he can  make h im s e l f  an exam ple t o  th e  m a s s e s .  In  h i s  fo o d

he d o e s  n o t  s e e k  " to  g r a t i f y  h i s  a p p e t i t e ,  n o r  in  h i s

d w e l l in g  p la c e  d o e s  he s e e k  th e  a p p l ia n c e s  o f  e a s e }  h e  i s

e a r n e s t  in  w hat he i s  d o in g , and c a r e f u l  in  h i s  sp e e c h }  h e

fr e q u e n ts  th e  oompany o f  men o f  p r i n c ip l e  t h a t  he may b e

th e r e b y  r e c t i f i e d — su oh  a  p e r so n  may b e  s a id  in d e e d  t o  l o v e  
4

to  le a r n ."  H is  o b j e c t  i s  t r u t h .  He i s  a n x io u s  l e s t  he

sh o u ld  n o t g e t  t r u t h ,  b u t n o t l e s t  p o v e r ty  sh o u ld  come upon

h im . 5 For an exam p le  o f  t h e  s u p e r io r  man C o n fu c iu s  a cco rd *
fii n g l y  named T su C h 'a n , o f  whom he s a i d ,  "He had fo u r  o f

l * Op* o l t . .  I ,  v i i i • 2 .  I b i d . ,  V I I ,  v i .
3 .  I b i d . .  I I ,  x i l l .  4 .  I O T . .  I ,  a d v .
5 .  I b i d . .  XV. x x x i i ■
6 .  Tzu C h 'a n , named K ung-sun C h ia o , w as t h e  p r im e m i n i s t e r

o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  C heng, th e  a b l e s t  and one o f  th e  m ost 
u p r ig h t  s ta te s m e n  among C o n fu o iu s ' c o n te m p o r a r ie s .
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th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a  s u p e r io r  mans in  h i s  c o n d u c t  o f  

h i m s e l f ,  he was hum ble; in  s e r v in g  h i s  s u p e r i o r s ,  he was 

r e s p e o t f u l ;  i n  n o u r is h in g  t h e  p e o p le ,  h e  w as k in d ;  in  o r d e r 

in g  t h e  p e o p le ,  h e  w as J u s t* "  1

S e l f - c u l t i v a t i o n  or p r a c t i c e  o f  p r i v a t e  m o r a ls  i s ,  

a c c o r d in g  to  C o n fh c iu a , th e  r o o t  and s o c i a l  c o n d u ct i s  th e  

f r u i t .  T h is  i s  th e  se q u e n t o r d e r  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  l i f e —  

o f  " th e g r e a t  le a r n in g *  d u r in g  l i f e - t i m e .  The v a r io u s  s t e p s  

in  th e  o o u r se  o f  th e  g r e a t  l e a r n in g  w ere s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  or

g a n iz e d  b y  T sen g  T zu , in  “The G reat L e a r n in g ,*  one of th e  

m ost c e le b r a t e d  d i s o i p l e s  o f  C o n fh c iu s  and p e r h a p s  th e  m ost 

im p ortan t one in  th e  c o n t in u a t io n  and d ev e lo p m en t o f  h i s  

t e a c h in g s .  B e l i e v in g  t h a t  m o u ld in g  c h a r a c t e r  1b b e t t e r  th a n  

c h e c k in g  a c t i o n ,  T sen g  Tzu e v e r y  day  in  h i s  l i f e  w ou ld  i n t r o 

s p e c t  h im s e l f  on th r e e  p o in t s * —  * '$ ie th e r , in  t r a n s a c t in g  

b u s in e s s  f o r  o t h e r s ,  he may h a v e  b e e n  n o t  f a i t h f u l ; — w h e th e r ,  

in  a s s o c i a t i n g  w ith  f r i e n d s ,  he may h ave  b e e n  n o t  s i n o e r e ; —

w h eth er  he may h ave  n o t m a ste r e d  and p r a c t i s e d  t h e  in B tr u o -
2

t i o n s  o f  h i s  t e a c h e r .*  The g o a l  o f  th e  r o u te  o f  th e  g r e a t  

l e a r n in g  i s  th e  a t ta in m e n t  o f  th e  airmans hnnnm nr th e  h ig h -  

e s t  good i n  w h ich  e v e r y o n e  m ust (1 )  " i l l u s t r a t e  i l l u s t r i o u s  

v i r t u e ,"  and ( 2 )  " r en o v a te  t h e  p e o p le ."  In  t h e  i l l u s -

1# A n a le c ta . V, x v .  2 .  I b i d . ,  I ,  i v ,
3 .  4 .  * / |

5 - ML K
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t r a t i o n  o f  i l l u s t r i o u s  v i r t u e  we f i n d  p e r s o n a l  m o r a ls , and 

in  th e  r e n o v a t io n  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  s o c i a l  m o r a ls ,  w h ich  sure 

c l e a r l y  r e v e a le d  in  t h e  f o l lo w in g  p a s s a g e  q u o ted  from  The 

G reat L e a r n in g : 1

T h in g s have t h e i r  r o o t  and t h e i r  b ran ch 
e s *  A f f a i r s  h a v e  t h e i r  en d  and t h e i r  b e g in 
n in g *  To know what i s  f i r s t  and w hat i s  
l a s t  w i l l  l e a d  n e a r  t o  th e  R ig h t Way ( t a o ) *

The a n o ie n t s  who w ish e d  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  
i l l u s t r i o u s  v ir t u e  th r o u g h o u t th e  e m p ire , 
f i r s t  o r d e re d  w e l l  t h e i r  s t a t e s #  W ish in g  
t o  o r d e r  w e l l  t h e i r  s t a t e s ,  t h e y  f i r s t  r e g u 
l a t e d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s *  W ish in g  t o  r e g u la t e  
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e y  f i r s t  c u l t i v a t e d  t h e i r  
p e r so n s *  W ish in g  t o  c u l t i v a t e  t h e i r  p e r s o n s ,  
t h e y  f i r B t  r e o t i f i e d  t h e i r  h e a r ts *  W ish in g  
t o  r e c t i f y  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  t h e y  so u g h t t o  be  
s in c e r e  in  t h e i r  th o u g h ts *  W ish in g  t o  be  
s in c e r e  i n  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s ,  t h e y  f i r s t  e x 
ten d ed  to  th e  u tm o st t h e i r  k n ow led ge*  Such  
e x t e n s io n  o f  k n ow led ge  l a y  in  th e  i n v e s t i 
g a t io n  o f  t h i n g s .

T h in g s  b e in g  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  k n ow led ge  
became c o m p le te *  T h e ir  k n ow led ge b e in g  com
p l e t e ,  t h e i r  th o u g h ts  w ere  s in c e r e *  T h e ir  
th o u g h ts  b e in g  s i n c e r e ,  t h e i r  h e a r t s  w ere  
th e n  r e c t i f i e d *  T h e ir  h e a r t s  b e in g  r e c t i 
f i e d ,  t h e i r  p e r s o n s  w ere c u l t iv a t e d *  T h e ir  
p e r s o n s  b e in g  c u l t i v a t e d ,  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  w ere  
r e g u la te d * . T h e ir  f a m i l i e s  b e in g  r e g u la t e d ,  
t h e i r  s t a t e s  w ere r i g h t l y  g o v e r n e d . T h e ir  
s t a t e s  b e in g  r i g h t l y  g o v e r n e d , th e  w h o le  
em pire (A ll-u n d e r -H e a v e n )  was made t r a n q u i l  
and h a p p y .

T h ese  p a s s a g e s ,  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  C o n fu c iu s ,  a r e  su p p o sed  t o  h a v e  

been  handed down b y  T sen g  Tzu a s  th e  se q u en t e ig h t  s t e p s  in

1* "The T e x t  o f  C o n fU o iu s ,*  The G reat L e a r n in g . S e c s .  3 -5 *
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th e  way t o  o r d e r , f o r  e v e r y b o d y  from  t h e  Son o f  H eaven t o  

th e  m a s s e s .  Out o f  them  th e  f i r s t  f o u r  a r e  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  

i l l u s t r i o u s  v i r t u e ,  t h e  l a s t  fo u r  t o  r e n o v a te  th e  p e o p l e .

They a l t o g e t h e r  c o n s t i t u t e  th e  r i g h t  way t o  th e  w o r ld  o r d e r —  

the G reat U nion f t a  t* u n g ) o f  A 1 1 -u n d er -H e a v en . 1 The 

S u p er io r  Man, in  o rd er  t o  a t t a i n  th e  u l t im a t e  i d e a l ,  m ust 

p r a c t i s e  th em , s t e p  b y  s t e p #

For th e  m easure o f  o o n d u o t i n  b o th  p r iv a t e  and pub

l i c  l i f e ,  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  th e  Mean w as in t im a te d  b y  C onfu

c iu s  and l a t e r  e la b o r a t e d  by h i s  g ra n d so n  K 'u n g  C h i, b e t t e r  

known a s  Tzu S s u , in  h i s  work e n t i t l e d  The D o c tr in e  o f  th e  

Mean or Chung lifting. Tzu S su  a c c e p te d  th e  d i c t a  o f  h i s  

g r a n d fa th e r  p r e c i s e l y  b u t d e v e lo p e d  th e  l a t t e r * s  th e o r y  o f  

human n a tu r e  w ith  more d e f i n i t e  t e r m s .  F or h im , th e  e s s e n c e  

of a  p e r f e c t  man c o n s i s t s  i n  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  e x e m p li fy  h i s  

own n a tu r e  d e r iv e d  from  t h e  way ( t a o ) o f  H ea v en . "What 

H eaven h a s  c o n fe r r e d  i s  c a l l e d  THE MATURE; an a c c o r d a n c e  

w ith  t h i s  n a tu r e  i s  c a l l e d  THE PATH o f  d u ty ;  th e  c u l t i v a t i o n  

o f  t h i s  p a th  i s  c a l l e d  IH3TRUCTIOH." 2  W ith  t h e s e  ax iom s  

the work com m ences, and Tzu Ssu th e r e fr o m  p r o c e e d e d  t o  un

f o ld  th e  v a r io u s  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  d u ty ,  d e r iv e d  from  an  a n a ly 

s i s  o f  man*s m oral c o n s t i t u t i o n .  I t  i s  th e  k e r n e l  o f  th e  

d o c tr in e  th a t  t o  e x e m p li fy  th e  Mean i s  th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  s u -

1. ^  m
2 .  The f lo o tr in e  o f  t h e  B e a n . J* L e g g e * s  t r * ,  I .



p e r i or m an 's c o n d u ct*   ̂ In  f i n e ,  i t  i s  th e  a a g e  a lo n e  who 

can f u l l y  do i t *  I f  su ch  h e  th e  c a s e ,  i t  ca n  be l o g i c a l l y  

in f e r r e d  t h a t  th e  Mean b e tw e en  a n y  tw o e x tr e m e s  i s  t h e  com

mon m easure o f  m o r a l i t y  and l e g a l i t y *

E d u c a t io n a l  P u n o tlo n  o f  D o m e stic  and P o l i t i c a l  I n -  

b t i t u t i o n s *—  I f  th e  e a s e n o e  o f  h u m an ity  i s  u p r ig h t n e s s  a s  

in t im a te d  in  h i s  t h e o r y  o f  human n a tu r e ,  d id  C o n fu o iu s  w e l l  

a d v o e a te  th e  f u l f i l m e n t  b y  th e  r u l e r  o f  th e  d u t i e s  p r o p e r  t o

a x u le r ,  b y  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  t h e  d u t i e s  p r o p e r  t o  a  p a r e n t ,
2and by th e  so n  o f  th e  d u t i e s  p r o p e r  t o  a  son *  T h is  imme

d i a t e l y  p o i n t s  t o  h i s  d e o n to lo g y *  H is  d o c t r in e  o f  d u t i e s ,  

h o w ev er , r e s t s  u p on  a  s t r i c t l y  t e l e o l o g i c a l  and f u n c t io n a l  

th e o r y  o f  m ea n in g , w hioh  i s  im p lie d  in  h i s  d o c t r in e  o f  th e  

'’r e c t i f i c a t i o n  o f  term s •** He u r g e n t ly  demanded th e  c o in 

c id e n c e  o f  th e  name o f  e v e r y t h in g  s o  named w ith  th e  r e a l i t y  

i t  i s  named a f t e r ?  and h e n c e  th e  f u l f i l m e n t  b y  ev er y b o d y  o f  

su ch  d u t i e s  a s  Im p lie d  i n  th e  p a t t e r n  i n  t h e  same s o c i a l  r e 

l a t i o n  i n  w h ich  he i s *  T h u s, w ith  h i s  l o g i c  a p p l ie d  t o  h i s  

e t h i c s ,  C o n fu c iu s  s a i d ,  "He who i s  n o t  in  a n y  p a r t i c u la r  

o f f i c e ,  s h o u ld  n o t  m ed d le  i n  p la n s  f o r  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n
4

o f  i t s  d u t i e s , "  and " fo r  a  man t o  s a c r i f i c e  t o  a  s p i r i t
s

w hich d o e s  n o t  b e lo n g  t o  h im , i s  f l a t t e r y * "  In  h i s  d a y s  

th e  way ( t a o ) o f  t h e  a n c ie n t  k in g s  was n o t  tr o d d e n  b e c a u se

1 .  v* Op * o l t * . XI* . 2*  A n a le c t s .  X I I ,  x i , 1 •
3 .  4 .  IttK T* V I I I .  x i v .
5. Ibid.. II. xxiv.
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th e  c l e v e r  o v e r s te p p e d  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  th e  d u t i e s  i t  p r e 

s c r ib e d  w h ile  t h e  s t u p id  d id  n o t r e a c h  them  a t  a l l *  H enoe, 

th e  c u r r e n t  n e c e s s i t y  o f  th e  c o r r e c t io n  o f  nam es: *

I f  nam es be n o t  c o r r e c t ,  la n g u a g e  i s  n o t  
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  th e  t r u t h  o f  th in g s *  I f  
la n g u a g e  be n o t in  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  th e  t r u t h  
o f  t h i n g s ,  a f f a i r s  c a n n o t be c a r r ie d  on t o  
s u c c e s s *

When a f f a i r s  oan n ot be c a r r ie d  on t o  su c 
c e s s ,  r i t e s  and m u sic  do n o t f l o u r i s h *  When 
r i t e s  and m u sio  do n o t  f l o u r i s h ,  p u n ish m en ts  
w i l l  n o t b e  p r o p e r ly  aw arded* When p u n is h 
m en ts a r e  n o t p r o p e r ly  aw ard ed , th e  p e o p le  
do n o t  know how t o  move hand c r  f o o t *

T h e r e fo r e  a s u p e r io r  man c o n s id e r s  i t  
n e a e a o a r y  t h a t  th e  nameb h e  u s e s  may be sp ok 
en a p p r o p r ia t e ly ,  and a l s o  th a t  what he  
3 p ea k s may b e  c a r r ie d  ou t a p p r o p r ia te ly *
What th e  s u p e r io r  man r e q u ir e s  i s  j u s t  th a t  
in  h i s  w ords th e r e  may be n o th in g  i n c o r r e c t .

The d e o n to lo g y  th u s  p la c e d  upon a  f ir m  l o g i c a l  b a s i s  f in d s  

i t s  e v id e n t  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e  b y  p r e s c r ib in g  du

t i e s  t o  f i v e  human r e l a t i o n s h i p s — a f f e c t i o n  b e tw e en  f a t h e r  

and s o n ,  r ig h t e o u s n e s s  b e tw e e n  r u l e r  and s u b j e o t ,  a t t e n t i o n  

to  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  f u n c t io n s  b e tw een  husband and w i f e ,  a  

p rop er  o r d e r  b e tw een  o ld  and y o u n g , and f i d e l i t y  b e tw e en  

f r i e n d s .  W ith th e  t h r e e  v i r t u e s ,  w isdom , b e n e v o le n c e ,  and 

c o u r a g e , t h e s e  d u t i e s  a r e  c a r r ie d  i n t o  e f f e c t ;  and Tzu Ssu  

p ro ceed ed  t o  m a in ta in  t h a t ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  C o n fu c iu s , w ith  s i n 

c e r i t y  a s  t h e  u l t im a t e  s i n g l e n e s s  t h e s e  v i r t u e s  a r e  p r a o -

l *  0d« X I I I ,  i i i ,  5 - 7 .
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t i s e d .

The f i v e  r e l a t i  o n sh ip s  i n p ly  m o ra le  o f  r e c ip r o c a l  

p r o p r ie t y ,  w h ich  e v er y b o d y  m ust l e a r n  and p r a c t i s e  th r o u g h 

out h i s  s o c i a l  l i f e .  L i f e  i s  l e a r n in g  and s o c i a l  l i f e  i s  

m oral e d u c a t io n .  The r o o t  o f  a l l  f u r t h e r  b e n e v o le n t  a c t ! o n e  

i s  f i l i a l  p i e t y  and f r a t e r n a l  reg a rd *  and th e  o r ig in  o f  t h e  

s t a t e  a s  w e l l  a s  o th e r  s o c i a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s  i s  th e  f a m i ly .

I t  i s  i n s i d e  o f  th e  f a m i ly  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  su ch  d u t i e s  aB 

f i l i a l  p i e t y  and f r a t e r n a l  r e g a r d  c a n  b e  le a r n e d  and c u l t i 

v a t e d .  F i l i a l  p i e t y  i s  th e  a l l - i n c l u d i n g  r u le  o f  c o n d u c t ,  

th e  r u le  o f  r u l e s .  "A y o u th , when hom e, sh o u ld  be f i l i a l ,  

and a b r o a d , r e s p e c t f u l  t o  M s  e l d e r s .  He sh o u ld  be e a r n e s t  

and t r u t h f u l .  He sh o u ld  o v e r f lo w  in  lo v e  t o  a l l ,  and c u l 

t i v a t e  th e  f r ie n d s h ip  o f  t h e  g o o d . I9aen he h a s  tim e  and op

p o r t u n i t y ,  a f t e r  th e  p er fo rm a n ce  o f t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  he sh o u ld
2

em ploy them  in  p o l i t e  s t u d i e s ."  I t  i s  t h e  m o tiv e  o f  

r e v e r e n c e ,  o f  g r a t i t u d e ,  d e te r m in in g  th e  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  f i l 

i a l  d u ty  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  man?s  a c t i o n  from  a n im a l a c t i o n  

in  t h e  c a r e  f o r  p a r e n t s .  3  In  t h e  l i g h t  o f  su c h  a  m o t iv e ,  

f i l i a l  p i e t y  i s  " th a t p a r e n t s ,  when a l i v e ,  s h o u ld  be s e r v e d  

a c c o r d in g  t o  p r o p r ie t y ;  t h a t ,  Whan d e a d , th e y  s h o u ld  be 

b u r ie d  a c c o r d in g  t o  p r o p r ie t y ;  and t h a t  t h e y  s h o u ld  be s a c 

r i f i c e d  t o  a c c o r d in g  t o  p r o p r ie t y * ” 4 As t o  th e  t e s t  o f  f i l i a l

1* The Doctrine of the Mean. XX, 5 -8 .
2 . A n a le c ta ,  t .  v l .  3 .  Ib id . .  I I ,  v i i .
4 . Ib id . .  I I .  v .  3 .
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d u ty , C o n ftio iu s  s a i d ,  "W hile a  man*s f a t h e r  i s  a l i v e ,  lo o k

a t  th e  b en t o f  h i s  w i l l ;  when h i s  f a t h e r  i s  d e a d , lo o k  a t

h ie  c o n d u ct#  I f  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  d u r in g  th e  m ourning p e r io d

he d o e s  n o t  a l t e r  from  th e  way o f  h i s  f a t h e r ,  he may b e

c a l l e d  f i l i a l # *  1 In  t h i s  w ay, f i l i a l  d u ty  j u s t i f i e s  and
2

n e c e s s i t a t e s  th e  c u l t  o f a n c e s to r s #

The u l t im a t e  g o a l o f s o c i a l  re fo rm  i s  th e  g r e a t  

t r a n q u i l i z a t i o n  o f  A l1 -u n d er-H ea v en  ( t ' l e n  h s i a ) » The id e a l
3

i s  th e  G reat U n io n . The r e g u la t io n  o f  th e  f a m i ly  and th e  

governm ent o f  th e  s t a t e  a r e  b u t s t e p s  in  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  

t r a n s i t i o n ,  w hiah a g a in  depend u p on  th e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  

p e r s o n . J u s t  a s  th e  d o m e s t ic  i n s t i t u t i o n  h as m oral e d u c a 

t i o n  fo r  i t s  m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  p u r p o s e , s o  d o e s  t h e  p o l i t i 

c a l i n s t i t u t i o n #  Such d u t i e s  ae f i l i a l  p i e t y  and p a r e n ta l  

b e n e f ic e n c e  c u l t i v a t e d  in  t h e  fa m ily  are  n e c e s s a r i l y  d i s 

p la y e d  in  governm ent* I t  i s  o n ly  th e  p e r so n  who a s  f a t h e r  

f u l f i l s  th e  d u t i e s  _>roper to  a  f a t h e r ,  and th e  o n e  who a s  

son f u l f i l s  th e  d u t i e s  p r o p e r  t o  a  s o n ,  th a t  can  run a  good

Op # o i t * . I ,  x i *  I t a l i c s  m ine*
2# In  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  O on fU ciu s s a i d ,  * I t  i s  n o t t i l l  a  

c h i ld  i s  t h r e e  y e a r s  o ld  t h a t  i t  i s  a l lo w e d  t o  l e a v e  
arms o f  i t s  p a r e n ts#  And th e  t h r e e  y e a r s '  m ourning i s  
u n i v e r s a l l y  o b ser v ed  th r o u g h o u t th e  e m p ire ."  ( I b i d . .  
X V II, x l ,  6 ) .

3 .  The d e s c r i p t io n  o f  th e  G reat U n ion  th ro u g h  th e  p u r s u i t  
o f  the Grand Way ( t a  t a o ) a s  fou n d  in  th e  L i Yfln ( L i K i  
2 k . V I I ,  2 - 3 )  was a t t r i b u t e d  t o  C o n fu c iu s .  The cosm o
p o l i t a n  i d e a l  o f  C o n fu c iu s  h a s  p la y e d  an  uni<gie r o l e  in  
th e  h i s t o r y  o f  C h in e se  th o u g h t#  H is d i s c i p l e  Tssu H s ia  
a lr e a d y  s a i d ,  " A ll w i t h in  th e  fo u r  s e a s  a r e  b r e th r e n ;  
th e n  why sh o u ld  t h e  S u p e r io r  Man bemoan h i s  la c k  o f
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and e f f i c i e n t  g o v e r n m e n t. So d id  su ch  s a g e -k in g a  a s  Yao 

and Shun.

The e f f i c i e n t  govern m en t i s  govern m en t b y  e x a m p le . 

The r u l e r ,  who i s  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  s i m i la r  t o  t h a t  o f  a  p a r e n t  

and i n s t r u c t o r ,  m ust s e t  a  m ora l exam ple t o  h i s  s u b j e c t s .

I f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a o te r  i s  c o r r e c t ,  h i s  governm ent i s  

e f f e c t i v e ,  h i s  govern m ent i s  e f f e c t i v e  w ith o u t  th e  i s s u i n g  

o f  o r d e r s .  I f  he can n ot r e c t i f y  h i m s e l f ,  what h a s  he t o  do  

w ith  r e c t i f y i n g  o th e r s ?  M o reo v er , t o  h i s  a id  he m ust g e t  

r ig h t  p e r so n s  in t o  g o v e rn m e n ta l s e r v i c e .  T h e r e fo r e , in  r e 

sp o n se  t o  th e  q u e s t io n  r a i s e d  by Duke A i o f  Lu a b o u t g o v ern 

ment C o n fu c iu s  made th e  f o l lo v / in g  d is c o u r s e  on governm ent by  

exam ple* ^

v .l th  th e  r i g h t  men t h e  gro w th  o f  g o v e r n 
ment i s  r a p id ,  j u s t  a s  v e g e t a t io n  i s  r a p id  in  
th e  e a r th }  a n d , m o r e o v e r , t h e i r  governm ent 
m igh t be c a l l e d  an  e a s i ly - g r o w in g  r u s h . T h ere
f o r e  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  govern m ent l i e s  in  
g e t t i n g  p r o p e r  m en . Such men are  t o  b e  g o t  
by m eans o f  t h e  r u l e r 1 s  own c h a r a c t e r .  That 
c h a r a o te r  i s  t o  b e  c u l t i v a t e d  b y  h i s  t r e a d 
in g  i n  th e  w ays o f  d u t y .  And th e  t r e a d in g  
th o s e  ways o f  d u ty  i s  t o  be c u l t i v a t e d  b y  
th e  c h e r i s h in g  o f  b e n e v o le n c e *

B e n e v o le n c e  i s  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  e le m en t  
o f  h u m a n ity , and th e  g r e a t  e x e r c i s e  o f  i t  i s  
i n  lo v in g  r e l a t i v e s .  R ig h te o u s n e s s  i e  th e  
a c c o r d a n c e  o f  a c t i o n s  w it h  w hat i s  r i g h t ,  and 
th e  g r e a t  e x e r c i s e  o f  i t  i s  in  h o n o r in g  t h e  
w o r th y . The d e c r e a s in g  m ea su res o f  lo v e  due

b r o th e r s? "  ( A n a le c t a . B k . X I I ,  v ) .  The sam e i d e a l  was 
r e i t e r a t e d  b y  su ck  t h in k e r s  o f  th e  r e c e n t  p a s t  a s  T 'a n  
S z e -tu n g  and K 'an g  T U -w ei, and fou n d  i t s  in f l u e n c e  f e l t  
e v e n  i n  t h e  t e a c h in g s  o f  Sun Y a t - s e n .

1# The D o ctr in e  o f th e  Mean. XX, 3 - 7 .
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to  re la tiT es  and the step s in  the honor due  
to  t h e  worthy, a re  p rod u ced  by t h e  p rin o ip le  
of p rop riety .

When t h o s e  i n  i n f e r i o r  s i t u a t i o n s  do n o t  
p o s s e s s  th e  c o n f id e n c e  o f  t h e i r  s u p e r io r s ,  
th e y  c a n n o t r e t a i n  th e  governm ent o f  th e  p e o 
p l e .  H ence th e  s o v e r e ig n  may n o t n e g le c t  
th e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  h i s  own c h a r a c t e r .  W ish
in g  t o  c u l t i v a t e  h i s  c h a r a c t e r ,  he may n ot  
n e g l e c t  t o  s e r v e  h i s  p a r e n t s .  In o r d e r  t o  
s e r v e  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  he may n o t n e g l e c t  t o  a c 
q u ir e  a  k n ow led ge o f  m en. In  o rd er  t o  know 
m en, he may n o t  d is p e n s e  w ith  a  k n ow led ge  o f  
H eaven .

L o y a lty  t o  H eaven i s  n e c e s s a r y  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  r u l e r  i f  

he w an ts t o  w in  l o y a l t y  from  ? iis  s u b j e c t s .  T i t h  t h i s  Con

f u c iu s  s to p p e d  i n  h i s  ’’r e o t i f i  c a t io n  o f  t e r m s ,*' l e a v i n g  th e  

problem  a s  t o  t h e  r ig h t  o f  r e b e l l i o n  a g a in s t  ty r a n n y  un

to u ch ed  .

I f  th e  e f f i c i e n t  governm ent io  governm ent b y  m oral 

ostam ple, i t  m ust be a t  th e  same tim e a  b e n e v o le n t  g o v e r n 

m en t, governm ent b y  v i r t u e .  The im p o rta n t d u t i e s  o f  th e  

r u le r  a r e  " r e v e r e n tja tte n ti on t o  b u s i n e s s ,  and s i n c e r i t y ;  

economy in  e x p e n d itu r e ,  and lo v e  f o r  men; and th e  em ploym ent 

o f  th e  p e o p le  on th e  p ro p e r  o c c a s io n s •" V The p o o r  m a sse s
o

m ust be e n r ic h e d  f i r s t ,  and th e n  t a u g h t .  The r e q u i s i t e s  

of g o v ern m en t, a c c o r d in g  t o  C o n fU c iu s , a r e  " s u f f i c i e n c y  o f

fo o d , s u f f i c i e n c y  o f  m i l i t a r y  eq u ip m en t, and th e  c o n f id e n c e
%

of th e  p e o p le  in  th e  r u l e A m o n g  t h e s e  t h a t  w h ich  i s  

I n d is p e n s a b le  t o  th e  s t a t e  i s  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  f a i t h  in  t h e i r

i .  A n alects. I ,  ▼. 2 . Ib id . .  X III, ix
3 . Ib id . .  XII. v i i .
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r u l e r s ,  N e x t , com es fo o d , jjut m i l i t a r y  equipm ent a s  w e l l  

a 3 o th e r  s o r t s  o f  f o r c e  i s  n o t  i n d i s p e n s a b le ,  b u t i s  n e c e s 

sa r y  o n ly  when i n e v i t a b le *  The p e o p le  sh o u ld  be d e a l t  w ith  

by f o r c e  a s  l i t t l e  a s  p o s s i b l e *  P e r s u a s io n  s h o u ld  be p r e 

fe r r e d  t o  co m p u ls io n *  " I f  th e  p e o p le  be l e d  b y  l e g a l  r u l e s ,  

and u n i f o r m it y  so u g h t t o  be g iv e n  them  b y  p u n ish m e n ts , t h e y  

w i l l  t r y  t o  a v o id  th e  p e n a l t y ,  b u t h ave  no s e n s e  o f  shame*

I f  t h e y  be l e d  by v i r t u e ,  and u n i f o r m it y  so u g h t to  be g iv e n  

them by th e  r u le 3  o f p r o p r ie t y ,  t h e y  w i l l  have th e  s e n s e  

o f  sham e, and m oreover  w i l l  become good*" *

n o t w it h s ta n d in g  th e  e v id e n t  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e en  mor

a l i t y  and l e g a l i t y ,  O on fu ciu n  had t o  a d v o c a te  l e g a l i s m  w h er e -  

e v e r  m oral ism  x>roves h e l p l e s s *  In  th e  f i e l d  o f  l e g a l i t y  h e  

r a th e r  h e ld  t o  a r e t r i b u t i v e  th e o ry  o f  j u s t i c e  vihen h e  s a i d ,

"hcoor.ipensc in j u r y  w it h  j u s t i c e ,  and recom p en se  k in d n e s s  w ith  
2

k in d n e s s ."  'Jfhen Puke Ai a sk e d  how t o  s e c u r e  th e  s u b m is s io n  

of th e  p e o p le ,  he s a id  w ith  th e  same t o n e ,  "Advance t h e  up

r ig h t  and s e t  a s id e  th e  c r o o k e d , th e n  t h e  p e o p le  w i l l  sub

m it .  Advance th e  cro o k ed  and s e t  a s id e  th e  u p r ig h t ,  th e n
3

the p e o p le  w i l l  n o t subm it*"  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  

tr e n d s  work th ro u g h  and th ro u g h  in  h i s  th e o r y  o f  la w  and 

p e n a lty *  In  r e g a r d  t o  th e  prob lem  o f  c a p i t a l  p u n ish m en t o f  

th e  u n p r in c ip le d  fo r  th e  good, o f th e  p r i n c i p l e d ,  he h e ld

Op» o i t *. I I ,  iv*
3* I b i d *.r‘I I ,  x i i i .

2 .  I b i d . ,  XIV, xxkvI .
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t h a t  th e  r u l e r ,  i n  c a r r y in g  on h i s  g o v ern m en t, sh o u ld  need  

no k i l l i n g  a t  a l l  i f  h i s  own c h a r a c t e r  he good and th e  p eo 

p le  w i l l  be g o o d ; and t h a t  i f  th e  r u l e r  i s  h im s e l f  n o t  v i r 

tu o u s , th e r e  i s  no u s e  k i l l i n g s  * I n s t r u c t io n  ought t o  p r e 

ced e a n d , i f  p o s s i b l e ,  su p e r s e d e  p u n ish m en t*  The r u le r  m ust 

r e g u la te  h im s e l f  b e fo r e  he ca n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  r e g u la t e  th e  

ru led *  F ir s t  com es “s e l f - c o n t r o l ; ’* t h e n ,  " g r o u p -c o n tr o l* ”

2* I n t r i n s i c  M oral ism — M en ciu s

D i c t a t e s  o f  C o n sc ie n c e *  I n n a te  M oral I d e a s * - -  Un

l i k e  S o c r a t e s ,  C o n fu o iu s  d id  n o t l i v e  t o  s e e  h i s  P la t o  ap p ear  

from among h i s  im m ed iate  d i s c i p l e s *  I t  was from  th e  s c h o o l  

of th e  d i s c i p l e s  o f  h ia  g r a n d so n , Tzu S s u , th a t  h i s  f i r B t  

g r e a t e s t  a d h e r e n t Meng Kf o or M en ciu s  (3 7 2 -2 8 9  S .  C .)  a r o s e  

to  expound h i s  t e a c h in g s  w it h  s a g a c io u s  o r i g i n a l i t y *  H is  

fa th e r  h a v in g  p a s se d  away when he was h a r d ly  t h r e e  y e a r s  o ld ,  

M encius d id  b u i ld  up in  h i s  e a r l y  y e a r s  h i s  i l l u m i n a t in g  p e r -
Q

aonal c h a r a o te r  u n d er  t h e  i n s p i r i n g  in f lu e n c e  o f  h i s  m o th e r , 

who, a f t e r  p e r c e iv in g  how h e r  so n  was a p t  t o  a c t  a s  th e  

n e ig h b o r in g  p e o p le  w ould  d o , t h r i c e  ch an ged  h er  r e s id e n c e  on 

h is  a c c o u n t*  M other and so n  f i n a l l y  fo u n d  t h e i r  home i n  a  

l i t t l e  c o t t a g e  c l o s e  b y  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l ,  w h e r e a f te r  M encius

Qp » c i t * . X I I , x lx *
2 .  The m oth er  o f  M en ciu s i s  u n i v e r s a l l y  known i n  C h in a , and  

h e ld  up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e  as th e  b e s t  exam ple o f  what 
an i n t e l l i g e n t  m oth er  and a  v ir t u o u s  woman sh o u ld  be*
She h a s  b een  r e p u te d  a s  t h e  e x p o n e n t o f  th e  d o c t r in e  o f
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a t  once became a  s c h o la r  more in d u s t r io u s  th a n  anybody e l s e

in  t h e i r  n e ig h b o r h o o d . H is n a t i v e  p la c e  in  T sou b e in g  o n ly

a few  m i le s  away from  t h e  h e a d q u a r te r s  o f  t h e  G o n fu o ia n is t s
i

in  t h o s e  d a y s ,  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  backgroun d  n a t u r a l ly  be

came p erm eated  w ith  C o n fu c iu s '  t e a c h i n g s .  A f t e r  C o n fu c iu s  

he y e a r n e d , s a y in g ,  ’'A lth ou gh  I c o u ld  n o t be a  d i s c i p l e  o f

C o n fu c iu s  h i m s e l f ,  1 h a v e  e n d ea v o red  to  c u l t i v a t e  my v i r t u e
2by means o f  o th e r s  who c o u ld  have b e e n ."

Surrounded b y  t h e  w a r r in g  s t a t e s  and c o r r u p t  p o l i 

t i c s  M enoius in t e r v ie w e d  m ore th a n  one D io n y s iu s ,  b u t n e i 

th e r  K ing Hsflan o f  C h 'i  n o r  K in g  Hbi o f  L ia n g -w e l n o r  a n y  

o th e r  con tem p orary  r u l e r  a o o e p te d  h i s  t e a c h i n g s .  Su T s ' i n  

was b u sy  a t t e m p t in g  th e  P e r p e n d ic u la r  U nion? Chang Y i ,  H o r i-  

z o n t a l  A l l i a n c e s .  Id e a s  and I d e a l s  o f  Yang Chu and Mo T1 

were r u l in g  a  number o f  p e o p le .  But M a c h ia v e ll ia n is m  and  

sophism  w ere a lw a y s  th e  s o u r c e  o f  a n n o y a n c e , th e  c r e a t o r  

o f t r o u b l e .  "lShoever i s  a b le  t o  o p p o se  Yang and Mo i s  a
4

d i s c i p l e  o f  th e  sa g e  s i "  e x c la im e d  M en o iu s . I t  was th e n  h i s  

t a s k ,  a s  he u n d e r to o k , t o  r e s t o r e  o r th o d o x  c r e e d s  th r o u g h  

r e p u d ia t in g  r a d i c a l  d o c t r i n e s  s o  s t r a n g e  and p o r te n to u s  in  

his e y e s .

T h ree  O b ed ien ces  ( =  o b e d ie n c e  t o  h e r  f a t h e r  w h ile
a  d a u g h te r s  o b e d ie n c e 1t o  h e r  husband when m a r r ie d ;  and  
o b e d ie n c e  t o  h e r  so n  when a  w idow .

1* In  th e  p r e s e n t  S h an tu n g  P r o v in c e .
2 * W orks. Hk. IV , P t .  I I ,  C h. X X II, 2 .
3 .  Yang Chu and Mo T i ,  l ik e  many o th e r  C h in e se  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  

a r e  b e t t e r  known a s  Yang Tzu (P h i lo s o p h e r  Yang) and Mo 
Tsu (P h ilo s o p h e r  M o).

4 - T ories. B k . I l l ,  P t*  I I ,  C h. IX , 1 3 .



L ik e  C o n fu c iu s  M enoius s t a r t e d  from  th e  tr e a tm e n t  o f

th e  m eans o f  " s e l f - c o n t r o l . '*  To r e c t i f y  t h e  h e a r t s  and s o

to  im prove th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  he a p p e a le d  to  a

p r i  o r i  o o n s o ie n c e  i n  p la c e  o f  t h e  way o f  th e  a n c ie n t  k in g s —

to  th e  a d a p t iv e  f a c t o r  i n t r i n s i c  t o  e v e r y b o d y . T su S s u 's

th e o r y  o f  human n a tu r e  he d e v e lo p e d  w ith  u n e q u iv o c a l  te r m s ,

The v ie w s  o f  Kao T z u --a  s p e c u l a t i s t  o f  h i s  d ay— t h a t  human

n a tu re  i s  o r i g i n a l l y  n e i t h e r  good nor e v i l  b u t  s u s c e p t i b l e

to  e x t e r n a l  i n f l u e n c e s  and t h a t  f a s h io n in g  b e n e v o le n c e  and

r ig h t e o u s n e s s  i s  l i k e  m aking ca p s and b o w ls  from  th e  w i l lo w ,

he a ttem p ted  t o  r e f h t e .  For him t h e  " o r ig in a l  mind" * o f

man i s  good  and a lw a y s  t e n d s  t o  be good j u s t  a s  w a te r  a lw a y s

te n d s  t o  f lo w  from  a  h ig h e r  t o  a  lo w e r  p l a c e .  B eca u se  man
2i s  b orn  w ith  th e  "moral s e n s e "  — th e  f a c u l t y  o f  c o n s c ie n c e —  

eq u ip p ed  w ith  su ch  fu n d am en ta l in n a te  m o ra l id e a s  a s  bene

v o le n c e ,  r ig h t e o u s n e s s ,  p r o p r ie t y ,  and w isdom , w h ich  b e lo n g  

t o  h i s  m ind a s  n a t u r a l l y  a s  t h e  f o u r  lim b s  b e lo n g  t o  h i s

b od y . T h e r e fo r e ,  h i s  t h e o r y  o f  fo u r  in n a te  m oral id e a s  
3

s t a t e s :

The f e e l i n g  o f  ooraraiaeration  im p l ie s  t h e  
p r i n c ip l e  o f  b e n e v o le n c e  ( .1en ) i  th e  f e e l i n g  
o f  shame and d i s l i k e ,  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  r i g h t 
e o u s n e s s  ( y i ) |  th e  f e e l i n g  o f  r e v e r e n c e  and  
re sp e c t, the p rin c ip le  o f p ro p rie ty  (11) t  and 
th e  fee lin g  of approving and disapproving, 
the p rin c ip le  of wisdom (c h i) . Benevolence,
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righ teou sn ess, p rop riety , and wisdom are  
not Infused in to  ue from without* We are 
c e r ta in ly  furnished with them while we 
might not r e f le c t  upon them*

these four p r in c ip le s , when fu n ction ing  from w ith in , 

are m otives determining moral oonduott and are v ir tu es  

of moral character when h a b itu a lly  expressed outside*

"Seek and you w i l l  fin d  them*
H eglect and you w i l l  lo se  them** Ken 
d if f e r  from one another In regard to  them}
--som e as much again as o th ers, some f i r e  
times as much, and some t o  an in ca lcu la 
b le  amount— I t  la  because they cannot ,
oarry out f h l ly  th e ir  natural powers*

Humanity d if fe r s  from b r u ta lity  by a l i t t l e

which the mass o a sts  away but the superior man p reserves.

I t  i s  by th e preservation  o f  h is  o r ig in a l mind and moral

sense, and by the development and nourishment o f h ie

Innate moral id ea s , that the la t t e r  d istin g u ish es  h im self

from the former* "He fho has exhausted a l l  h is  mental

co n stitu tio n  knows h is  nature* Knowing h is  nature, he

knows Heaven* To preserve one’s  mental co n stitu tio n , and
2*nourish one*s nature, I s  the way to  serve Heaven*" 

nourish your nature and g ive  fit 11 development to  i t*  Such 

is  the b a s is  way o f  " s e lf -c o n tr o l.*

Pollowing Confucius, Menoius argued for  the supre

macy of benevolence (Jen) . Benevolence i s  the motive o f  

m otives, the v ir tu e  o f  v ir tu es*  I t  U  "the mind th at oan-

1*
2 . Hk. V II, P t .  I ,  Ch. I ,  1 -2
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fore the ton io  o f  conscience, the d istin g u ish in g  character- 

ia t io  o f humanity# Bat one step  Ihrther from Confucius, 

M enoius advanced, m aintaining that the motive of benevo

len ce , then expressed o u ts id e , n eoesoar lly  aocords with the

motive o f righteousness* "Benevolence Is  m&n+s mind, and
2#righteousness i s  man’ s path." "Benevolence i s  the tran

q u il h a b ita tio n  of men, and righteousness i s  h is  s tra ig h t  

path." * The m otive o f righ teousness in  fu nction  shen 

accompanying the m otive o f  benevolence, i s  the sen se  o f duty* 

Objects o f Benevolent government. -  ^ h lle  Menoius 

h im self w as not so  s t e m  a m oralist as Confuolus, l ik e  the  

master he held  that the u ltim ate object o f government i s  to  

ex a lt  the moral p erso n a lity  o f  th e people* In aayoa .se  i t  

m ust l i v e  up to  the im p lications of ln tr in s lo  moraliam.

Since the nature o f  every man i s  in tr in s ic a l ly  good, and, 

th erefo re , by developing that natural goodness he may beoome 

equal t o  an cien t sages| on the b a s is  of t h is  d octrin e o f  

natural eq u a lity  he must be given  a l l  a va ilab le  f a c i l i t i e s  

to en ligh ten  h is  understanding o f  human r e la t io n sh ip s , and 

moreover afforded freedom enough a s  r e la t iv e  to  that o f  the 

re st fo r  the development and com pletion o f the fou r innate  

moral p r in c ip le s*  th erefo re , as regards the sa y  the govern

1*
2 .

&«, Bk. I I ,  Pt# 1, Oh* VI, 1* 
,#, 8k# Vf, Pt# I ,  Ch* XX, 1# 

8k. IV, P t .  I# Oh# X, 2*3*
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ment d isc ip lin e s  the in d iv id u a ls , moral ism must be always 

preferred to  lega lism ) good In stru c tio n s , to  good regula

tio n s • The people fe a r  the la t t e r  but lo r e  the former* 

Government i s  a matter not so muoh of hindrance by good 

regu lation s as o f Jtartheranee by good in stru ction s*  The 

superior man a c ts  fo r  righteousness* sake) the in fexi or from 

the fear  of penalty* ** I f  everybody i s  made a su perior  

man by in stru c tio n s , regu la tion s are um^eaeBS&ry* *aood

regu la tion s get the people1 a wealth on ly , w hile good ins*
2*

truotions g e t th e ir  hearts*'1 Thus* even In government 

m orality i s  always against l e g a l i t y *

Among the th ree e s s e n t ia ls  o f a s ta t e —land* people 
3*

and government*-* whioh every ru ler  treasures as the most 

preolous th ings to  him, th e  people are the most important 

one* The love and protection  of them i s  th e v ir tu e  nece

ssary in  order to  a tta in  the Im perial sway. I t i s  th e  b a s is  

of "group-oontrel*, the p r ln o ip le  of benevolent government* 

He who runs a benevolent government, con tro ls  the people  

by winning th e ir  h earts  f i r s t  o f  a l l*  The le s s  o f  th e ir  

hearts lead s to  the lo s s  o f  them, which again lead s to  the  

lo s s  of the empire* The ru ler  who has already wen the  

hearts o f h is  p eop le, has exceeding advantages over those  

who s ln p ly  re so rt to oha&be and force* "vfcen one by feres
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subdues mea, th ey  do not submit to  him In heart* They sub

m it, because th e ir  strength  Is  not adequate to  r e s is t*

When one subdues them by v ir tu e , in  th e ir  h earts' oore they

are p lea sed , end s in c e r e ly  subm it,  a s  was the ease with th e
1 ' 

seventy d is c ip le s  In th e ir  submission to  Confucius**

The "union a r is in g  from th e  w il l in g  aooord of men" 3 * Is
4

far b e tte r  than e ith e r  "opportunities vouchsafed by Heaven"
5or "advantages o f geographical location*"

The supreme business of government Is the moral edu

cation  o f  th e  people— the winning o f  t h e ir  h earts and the  

r e c t if ic a t io n  of th e ir  m otives of a c t io n . Yet u n less  the  

ruler h im self be co r r e c t , everything w il l  be in co rre c t. The 

s ig n if ic a n c e  o f the Influence of personal character In the  

ru ler i s  enormous. To see In tr in s ic  moral ism being carried  

out throughout h is  country the ru ler  oust be I n tr in s ic a l ly  

good, Not on ly  m o t he r u le  the people not with power but with  

benevolence| but a lso  he must behave h im self r ig h t fo r  righ t*  

eousness* sake* He must c a l l  to  a id  in  h is  adm inistration  

men o f  wisdom and v irtu e*  Towards any neighboring s ta te  n et  

h o s t i l i t y  but fr ie n d lin e s s  Is  neoessary. Whoever thinks  

and a c ts  la  terms o f power and p r o f it ,  i s  bound to  meet the  

same fa te  as King Hul o f Llang-wei did In su ffer in g  d e fe a ts ,  

reparations, and t e r r i t o r ia l  cession s*

1* Seventy out o f the three thousand d is c ip le s  o f  Confhoia 
had acquired the mastery o f  a l l  th e " six  a r t s .*

2* Works. Bk. XI, F t .  Z, Oh* XIX, 2*
3 . 4 .  X 6 . * 'J
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T he l o y a l t y  and a f f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p le  oan  o n ly  be 

se c u r e d  th ro u g h  a  b e n e v o le n t  governm ent u n d er  a  r lg h te o u B  

r u le r *  He who r u l e s  t h e  p e o p le  w ith  b e n e v o le n c e  and r i g h t 

e o u s n e s s  ,  a lw a y s  s h a r e  t h e i r  p le a s u r e  and p a in ,  j a y  and  

so rro w , w ith  th e n *  K ing Wen c o u ld  w in  th e  h e a r t s  o f  th e  

p e o p le  b e c a u se  in  th e  I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h i s  b e n e v o le n t  g o v ern 

m en t, he had made t h e  m ost d e s t i t u t e  o f  th e  p e o p le  th e  f i r s t  

o b j e c t s  o f  h i s  r eg a r d *  1 A l l  th e  s a g e - k in g s  " cau sed  th e

p e o p le  t o  h ave  p le a s u r e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e m s e lv e s ,  and t h e r e -
2

fo r e  th e y  c o u ld  e n jo y  i t * "  "When a  r u l e r  r e j o i o e s  in  th e  

j o y  o f  h i s  p e o p le ,  th e y  a l s o  r e j o i c e  in  h i s  j o y )  When he  

g r ie v e s  a t  th e  so rro w  o f  h i s  p e o p le ,  t h e y  a l s o  g r ie v e  a t  h i s  

so r r o w . A sym p athy o f  j o y  w i l l  p erv a d e  t h e  em p ires a  sym

p a th y  o f  so rro w  w i l l  do th e  sam e#— in  su oh  a  s t a t e  c t  t h i n g s ,  

i t  c a n n o t be b u t t h a t  t h e  r u l e r  a t t a i n s  t o  th e  im p e r ia l  d ig 

n i t y ."  3

" I f  th e  r u l e r  o f  a  s t a t e  lo v e  b e n e v o le n c e ,  he w i l l
4

have no opp onent in  th e  w orld  •" " I t  was b y  b e n e v o le n c e
e

th a t  th e  th r e e  d y n a s t i e s  g a in e d  th e  e m p ir e , and  b y  n o t  

b e in g  b e n e v o le n t  th a t  t h e y  l o s t  i t * "  "Those who a c c o r d  

w ith  H eaven a r e  p r e s e r v e d ,  and t h o s e  who r e b e l  a g a in s t  H ea-

1* Op. c i t . ,  3 c .  I ,  P t .  I .  O h. I I .  3 .2. if rav
3 . I b i d . .  3 k , I ,  P t .  I I ,  C h . IV , 3 .
4 * * H d « . B k . IV , P t .  I ,  C h . V I I ,  5 .
5* The d y n a s t i e s  o f  H s ia ,  Y in  or  S h an g , and Chou*
6 .  I b i d . ,  C h. I l l ,  1 .
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v e n  p e r i  a h ."  * To a c c o r d  w ith  H eaven ia  t o  o b se r v e  th e
2

"d ecree o f  H e a v e n ," and t o  o b se r v e  th e  r u le  o f  H eaven i a  

t o  c u l t i v a t e  p e r s o n a l  v i r t u e  and e l e v a t e  th e  w e lfa r e  of t h e  

p e o p le *  The r u le  erf H eaven i a  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  la w  o f  n a tu r e ,  

the s o u r c e  sold s a n c t io n  o f  a l l  p o s i t i v e  law * So lo n g  a s  

th e  r u l e r ,  c la im in g  th e  t i t l e  o f  th e  Son o f  H eaven , i s  

l o y a l  t o  H eaven b y  o b s e r v in g  i t s  r u le  a s  c o n s t a n t ly  r e 

v e a le d  in  th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  th e  p e o p le  m ust be l o y 

a l  t o  him* I f  he r e v e r s e s  th e  w i l l  o f  H eaven and e x e r c i s e s  

an in j u r io u s  r u l e ,  h e  m u st be d e th r o n e d  and p u t to  d e a t h .

I f  baBed on th e  p u b l ic  o p in io n  o f  t h e  p e o p le ,  k i l l i n g  in  

such a  c a s e  i s  no m u rd er. When K in g  H sdan o f  th e  S ta te  o f  

Ch*! a sk ed  M e n c iu s , s a y in g ,  "Was i t  s o ,  t h a t  T f an g  b a n ish e d  

C h ieh , and t h a t  K in g  wu sm ote  Chow?" M encius r e p l i e d ,  " I t  

i s  so  i n  th e  r e c o r d s • * The k in g  a g a in  a s k e d ,  "May a  m in is 

t e r  th e n  p u t h i s  s o v e r e ig n  t o  d ea th ? "  In  r e p ly  M encius em

p h a t i c a l l y  d e c la r e d !  "He who o u tr a g e s  th e  b e n e v o le n c e  p r o 

p er  t o  h i s  n a t u r e ,  i s  c a l l e d  a  r o b b e r }  h e  who o u tr a g e s  r i g h t 

e o u s n e s s ,  i s  c a l l e d  a  r u f f ia n *  The r o b b e r  an d  r u f f i a n  we 

c a l l  a  m ere r a s c a l .  I  h ave  h ea rd  o f  th e  p u n ish m en t o f  t h e  

r a s c a l  Chow, b u t I have n o t  h ea rd  o f  th e  m urder o f  a  s o v e r -  

e ig n  i n  h i s  c a s e ."  Any u n w orth y  r u le r  ou gh t t o  be rem oved  

l ik e w is e *  He may be d e th r o n e d  e i t h e r  b y  h i s  r e l a t i v e s  who

1# Op * d t * . Ch. V I I ,  1 .
2 « &
3 * I b ld . l  Bk. I ,  P t .  I I ,  Ch. V I I I .
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are v i r t u o u s  and c a p a b le  or b y  v ir t u o u s  m i n i s t e r s  who oan  

r a i s e  th e  s ta n d a r d  o f  r ig h t e o u s n e s s ,  w ith  a  v ie w  t o  f u l f i l l *  

in g  t h e  w i l l  o f  H eaven* " I f  th e  r u l e r  h a v e  g r e a t  f a u l t s ,  

th e y  o u g i t  t o  r e m o n s tr a te  w ith  h im , and i f  h e  do n o t l i s t e n  

t o  them a f t e r  th e y  h a v e  done s o  a g a in  and a g a in ,  t h e y  ought  

t o  d e th r o n e  h im ."  * T h u s, from  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  "extrem e  

dem ocracy" M encius l o g i c a l l y  ad van ced  t o  th e  r ig h t  o f  r e v o 

l u t i o n .  B o th  Locke and R ou sseau  w ould h a v e  g r e e t e d  him  w ith  

j o y  and a f f e c t i o n  a s  t h e i r  p r e c u r s o r  i f  t h e y  c o u ld  h ave  met 

t h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  fo u n d e r  o f  C h in ese  a n t i-m o n a r c h i3 m .

T u rn in g  t o  t h e  m ain a d m in is t r a t iv e  p o l i c i e s  o f  a

b e n e v o le n t  govern m en t a d v o c a te d  b y  M en o iu s , we f i n d  t h a t  f a r

more th a n  C on fU olus had done he em p h a sized  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f

f u l f i l l i n g  th e  m a t e r ia l  n e e d s  o f  th e  p e o p le .  He c l e a r l y

r e c o g n iz e d  th a t  o n ly  th e  few — th e  s e l f - c u l t i v a t e d  fe w — can
2

m a in ta in  a  " f ix e d  h e a r t"  w h ile  w ith o u t "perm anent p r o p e r -  

t y , " b u t n o t  th e  m a s s . U n le s s  t h e  m ass h a v e  b e e n  made 

w e ll  o f f ,  m ora l e d u o a t io n  w i l l  work o n ly  i n  v a i n .  T h e r e fo r e  

to  K in g  Hui o f  L? a n g -w e i M enoius made th e  f o l l o w i n g  rem ark ss 4

I f  y o u r  M a je sty  w i l l  In d eed  d i s p e n s e  
a  b e n e v o le n t  governm ent t o  t h e  p e o p le ,

1 * Qp « o i t . .  m .  v ,  p t .  i i , c h .  i x ,  l .
2 .  •)-§_ /vi'
3 .  -Hz
4 * tt>ld«. B e . I ,  P t .  I ,  Ch. V, 3 .  I t a l i c s  m in e .
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being sparing in  the use of punishments 
and f in e s ,  and making the ta x es  and le v ie s  
l i g h t ,  so  oausing that th e  f ie ld s  sh a ll  he 
plowed deep, and the weeding of them be 
c a r e fu lly  attended t o ,  and that the strong- 
bodied, during th e ir  days o f  le is u r e ,  sh a ll  
c u lt iv a te  th e ir  f i l i a l  p ie ty ,  fra tern a l re
gard, s in c e r ity ,  and tr u th fu ln ess , serving  
thereby, a t home, th e ir  fa th ers  and e ld e r  
b roth ers, and, abroad th e ir  e ld e r s  and su
p er io rs  you w i l l  then have a people who 
can be employed at your p leasu re .

As to the primary Importance o f  t h e  se c u r ity  and e lev a tio n  

of the liv e lih o o d  o f the mass, he made to  King Hsiian the 

follow ing remarksi 1

They are only men o f  education , who, 
without permanent property, are able to  
m aintain a f ix e d  heart* As to  the p eop le, 
i f  they have not permanent property. I t  
fo llow s th at they w i l l  not have a fix ed  
heart* And i f  they have n ot a f ix ed  h ea r t, 
there i s  nothing whioh th ey  w i l l  not do, in  
the way of self-abandonm ent, o f moral de
f l e c t io n ,  o f d ep ravity , and o f  w ild licen se*  
When they thus have been involved In crim e, 
to  fo llo w  them up and punish them,— t h is  i s  
to  entrap the people* How can such a th in g  
as entrapping the people be done under th e  
r u le  of a  benevolent man?

T herefore, an in te l l ig e n t  ru ler w il l  
reg u la te  the property and liv e lih o o d  of the 
p eop le, so  as to  make sure th a t , fo r  those  
above them, they sh a ll  have s u f f ic ie n t  
wherewith to  serv e  th e ir  p aren ts, and, for  
those below them, s u f f ic ie n t  wherewith to  
support th e ir  wives and ch ildren! th a t  in  
good years they s h a ll  always be abundantly 
s a t i s f i e d ,  and th at ia  bad years they sh a ll

1 . OB..Pit. .  Ch. T O , 80-21 .
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escape the danger o f perish ing* A fter  
th is  he may urge litem, and they w il l  
proeeed to  Shat i s  good, for  in  t h is  
oase the people m ill fo llo w  a fte r  i t  
w ith ease*

I f  such were the e a se , although Mono in s d id  not dwell 

upon the economio h aste  o f  law and m orals, i t  i s  ev i

dent th at for the mass the se c u r ity  o f  l iv e lih o o d  alone 

c a n  promise the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f m orality  and le g a lity *

The eoonomio p o lic y  which a benevolent govern

ment ought to  carry in to  p r a c t ic e , in vo lves two concrete
1

p o in ts i th e "d iv ision  o f  the f i e l d s 11 'among th e mass,
2

and the R egu lation  o f  allowances* for  the o f f i c ia l s .

As a prelim inary step  to  th ese  two p o in ts , the government 

much la y  down the co rrec tly  defined  boundaries, so  that 

the d iv is io n  o f  the land in to  squares w il l  be equal, and 

the produce a v a ila b le  for  s a la r ie s  w i l l  be evenly  d i s t r i 

buted* Such a  measure wes so  intended as to  guard against 

oppressive ru lers and s e lf - s e e k in g  o f f ic ia ls *  D espite  

the apparent tendency to  s ta te  so c ia lism , in  regard to  

land ownership, Mencius did not d isp ose o f the p rivate  

ownership of other so r ts  o f property* Such an eoonomio 

function o f  government a s  he advocated was expected to  be



280 -

a b asic  way— i f  not the only way— whereby the mass could 

e a s i ly  develop th e ir  moral p erson ality*

3* E x tr in sic  Moral ism—Hsun Tsai

I t  i s  ra th er  amusing to  see  that the f i r s t  strong  

opponent o f  Menoius did not come from any r iv a l  sohool 

but from among h is  fe llo w  C onfU oianists• And th a t was 

Hs&n Ch* ing—b e tte r  known as Hsdn Tzu or Ifcilosopher Hsun 

—the A r is to t le  o f  China, bom  in  the S tate o f  Chao towards 

the o lose  o f Menoius* l i f e .  Like other C on fu olan ists, he 

started  from a psycho-analysis o f human nature, advocated 

the way o f the ancient kings as adequate means of so c ia l  

con tro l, and emphasised education as the most e f f i c ie n t  and 

immediate teon ique. With Mencius he had p r a c t ic a lly  s im ila r  

in te l le c tu a l  equipment, and aimed at the same goa l, t o  which, 

however, he approached from a d iffe r e n t standpoint. At the  

sta r tin g  he denied whatever Menoius had affirm ed . Could 

both o f them have met each other, a  l i f e - lo n g  debate would 

have taken p laoe on th e subject as to  whether human nature 

i s  o r ig in a lly  good.

Menoius argued that the o r ig in a l nature o f  man i s  

good, and because he lo s t  and destroyed h is  o r ig in a l nature, 

i t  i s  e v i l .  With th e re fu ta tio n  o f  rianolus* theory H»2b Tzu 

began. He contended f i r s t  that Mencius9 theory i s  not un

derstanding the nature o f  meat second, th a t i t  i s  not exami-
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n in g  th e  o r i g i n a l  n a tu r e  o f  man; and f i n a l l y  t h a t  i t  iB  

n o t e x a m in in g  th e  p a r t  p la y e d  b y  a o q u ir e d  e le m e n t s ,  Then 

com es h i s  m ajor  argum ent th a t  human n a tu r e  i s  o r i g i n a l l y  

e r i l  and i t s  g o o d n e ss  i s  s im p ly  a c q u ir e d  a  p o s t e r i o r i  

g r a d u a l ly  th ro u g h  l e a r n i n g .

Chi eh and Chow, a r e  b orn  w it h  common c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s

foun d  i n  n a tu r a l  n e e d s ,  o r g a n io  d e s i r e s ,  and s e n s o r y  a c t i -
1

v i t i e s .  "Human n a tu r e  i s  t h e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  n a tu r e ;  

em o tio n  i s  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  human n a tu r e ;  d e s i r e s  a r e  th e  

r e a c t i o n s  o f t h e  e m o t io n a l n a tu r e ."  By n a tu r e  th e  mind 

i s  a lw a y s  r e s p o n s iv e  i n  p a r t i c u la r  t o  th e  o b je c t  th a t  i s  

in c e n t iv e  t o  h i s  n a tu r a l  n e e d . When c o ld ,  man d e s i r e s  

warmth; When h u n g r y , r e p l e t i o n .  E veryb od y  d e s i r e s  t o  be

good b e c a u s e  h i s  n a tu r e  i s  o r i g i n a l l y  e v i l ;  j u s t  a s  h e  w a n ts
3

t o  be r i c h  i f  h e  h a s  b een  in  p o v e r t y .  P r e c u r s o r y  o f

Thomas Hobbes* t h e o r y  o f  human n a t u r e ,  Hsun Tzu expoun ded
4

h i s  own v e r y  c o n c i s e l y  a s  f o l lo w s *

The n a tu r e  o f  man 1b e v i l ;  h i s  good *  
n e s s  i s  o n ly  a c q u ir e d  t r a i n i n g .  The o r i g i 
n a l  n a tu r e  o f  man t o - d a y  i s  t o  s e e k  f o r  
g a i n .  I f  t h i s  d e s i r e  i s  f o l l o w e d ,  s t r i f e  
and r a p a c i t y  r e s u l t ,  and  c o u r t e s y  d lO B .
Man o r i g i n a l l y  i s  e n v io u s  and n a t u r a l l y  
h a t e s  o th e r  • I f  t h e s e  t e n d e n c ie s  a r e  f o l -

111  p e o p le ,  w h eth er  l i k e  Yao and Shun or l i k e

1 . Works. IV, 1 8 .
3 . m l .1 x x i i i ,  4

2. 
4.

I d.  XXII, 1 2 .
I E .  i .
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lo w e d , I n ju r y  and d e s t r u c t io n  f o l lo w ;  l o 
y a l t y  and f a i t h f u l n e s s  a r e  d e s t r o y e d .
Van o r i g i n a l l y  p o s s e s s e s  t h e  d e s i r e s  o f  
th e  e a r  and e y e ;  h e  l i k e s  p r a i s e  and i s  
l u s t f t i l *  I f  t h e s e  a re  f o l lo w e d ,  im p u r ity  
and d is o r d e r  r e s u l t ,  and t h e  r u l e s  o f  p r o 
p r i e t y  and r ig h t e o u s n e s s  and e t i q u e t t e  are  
d e s t r o y e d .  T h e r e fo r e ,  t o  g i v e  r e in  t o  
m en 's o r i g i n a l  n a tu r e ,  t o  f o l l o w  m an's  
f e e l i n g s ,  i n e v i t a b l y  r e s u l t s  i n  s t r i f e  and 
r a p a c i t y ,  t o g e t h e r  w ith  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  e t i 
q u e t t e  and o o n fu s io n  i n  th e  p r o p e r  way o f  
d o in g  t h i n g s ,  and r e v e r t s  t o  a  s t a t e  o f  
v i o l e n o e .  T h e r e fo r e ,  t h e  c i v i l i z i n g  in 
f lu e n c e  o f  t e a c h e r s  and la w s ,  t h e  g u id a n c e  
o f  t h e  r u l e s  o f p r o p r ie t y  and r ig h t e o u s n e s s  
l r  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y .  T hereupon  c o u r te 
s y  r e s u l t s ;  p u b l i c  and p r iv a t e  e t i q u e t t e  i s  
o b s e r v e d ;  and good  govern m ent i s  th e  c o n se 
q u e n c e . By t h i s  l i n e  o f  r e a s o n in g  i t  i s  
e v id e n t  t h a t  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  man i s  e v i l  and 
h i s  g o o d n e ss  i s  a c q u ir e d .

W hile H obbes a d v o c a te d  la w s  e n fo r c e d  b y  th e  p o l i t i c a l  au

t h o r i t y  b a se d  on t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  a s  t h e  m ost e f f i c i e n t
»

means o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  s t a t e  o f  c o n s t a n t  w a r fa r e ,  Hsun 

Tzu d w e lt  p r im a r i ly  upon  t h e  c r e e d  o f  e d u c a t io n * - th e  c i v i 

l i z i n g  i n f lu e n c e  o f  t e a c h e r s  and la w s  on th e  one h a n d , end  

th e  d i s c i p l i n i n g  g u id a n c e  o f  m o r a ls  and m u sic  cm th e  o t h e r .  

He c h e r is h e d  a f i lm  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  human n a tu r e ,  th ou gh  

e v i l ,  i s  im p ro v a b le  u n d er  a  good s o c i a l  en v iro n m en t and 

th ro u g h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  e f f o r t  o f  s e l f - c u l t i v a t i o n .  "Every  

man on t h e  s t r e e t ,"  h e  w r o te ,  "has t h e  n a s c e n t  a b i l i t y  o f  

know ing t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  b e n e v o le n c e ,  r ig h t e o u s n e s s ,  o b e -  

d ie n o e  t o  la w , and u p r ig h t n e s s ,  and t h e  means w h ereb y h e  c a n
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that a b ility *  Hones* the need o f good tra in in g  to every

body*

on aooount o f th e ir  d lfferon ee in  th e  theory o f  hu

man nature* w h ile  Menoius advocated the preservation  o f  

Innate moral Ideas and the development of personal i t y ,

Hsun Tsu encouraged the c u lt iv a t io n  o f  th e  s e l f  and the 

Improvement o f the o r ig in a l nature* To the former education  

tends to  be n egatives fe e  l e s s  hindrance, th e b e tte r . To 

the la t t e r ,  hindrance is  necessary, and education nust be 

p o sitiv e*  "The o r ig in a l nature o f  man is  fe e  beginning and 

m ateria l| acquired d h a ra o ter istlo s  axe fee  b e a u tif ic a tio n  

and g lo r if ic a t io n  o f fee  o r ig in a l nature** 2 fo r  Hsun Ten 

education i s  not mere Importation from w ithout, but i t  in 

vo lves fee  e f fo r t  o f  s e l f - c u lt iv a t io n  from w ith in* Too end 

Shun completed th e ir  su ccess  by a r t i f i c ia l  cu ltiv a tio n *  

Heaven h e lp s on ly those fe o  c u lt iv a te  them selves* " If a  

person reb e ls  aga in st the r ig h t way o f  l i f e  ( to o ) . and aots  

unseemly, then Heaven cannot mate him fo r tu n a te ." 3 As th e  

fundamental r u le  of s e lf - c u lt iv a t io n  Hsun Tsu taught every* 

body to  approach th e v irtu ou s «td avoid fe e  e v i l ,  and then 

to  bu ild  h is  character through co n tr o llin g  h is  natural in -

can became a sage l ik e  T&.*1 But not everybody ex e rc ise s
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o lin a t i  one by the method of everydiere and always f o l 

lowing the r ig h t r u le s  brougit forth  by the v irtu ou s un

t i l  he h a b itu a lise e  them as h is  v ir tu e s  and a s  r e su lts  

in  h is  character-build ing*

m  the prooess of so lf-a n  I t  iv a t i  on, however, the  

person needs a teacher to see i f  h is  action  comes up to  

the standard taken* Correct c r it ic ism  from others does 

f a c i l i t a t e  s e lf - c u lt iv a t io n }  learn ing from others i s  ano

ther aspect of education* He the exp ects to  become a  

superior man, must make h is  learn ing broad as w ell as dal

ly  examine h im self so as to  have h is  knowledge exact and 

h is  conduct without blemish* To th is  d e f in i t  g o a l, ha must 

be ca refu l, in d u str iou sly  s tr iv in g , and devoted* iShile 

learn in g , b esid es avoiding e v i l  in flu en ces from w ithout, he 

must (1) a sso c ia te  in tim ate ly  with a worthy teach er,

(2) hold  him in  a high esteem , and (3) e x a lt  the ru le s  o f 

propriety* * The purpose o f study begins w ith making the 

scholar and ends in  making the sage* S ince orthodoxy i s  

d esira b le f i t s  su b jso t i s  found in  the C la ssics*  progress 

i s  due to  oonstant e f fo r t*  *The a r t of study occupies the  

whole o f l i f e }  to  aooon^llsh i t s  purpose, you oannot step  

fo r  an in stan t**2 Moreover, "scholarship must be complete 

and exhaustive*N 3 the superior man learns In sudh a manner
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th a t  w h a tev e r  h a  l e a r n s  g o e s  i n t o  e a r s ,  p e n e t r a t e s  i n t o  

h i s  h e a r t ,  p e r m e a te s  h i s  e n t i r e  b o d y , and d i s p la y s  i t s e l f  

in  e v e r y  m om ent. T h u s, a s  s c h o la r s h ip  b ecom es p e r f e c t ,  h e  

t r i l l  l i v e  and d ie  a c c o r d in g  t o  s h o t  h e  h a s  le a r n e d *  Then 

we w i l l  s a y  h e  h a s  f i r m l y  g r a sp e d  v i r t u e  and h a s  f i x e d  h i e  

mind w ith o u t  d i s t r a c t i o n *

JTom su ch  m eans o f  * s e l f - c o n t r o l *  Hsun Tzu proceed**  

ed t o  th e  t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  prob lem  o f  * g r o u p -c o n tr o l  .*  

T h ereu pon , s i n c e  h e  c o u ld  not a d m it any  In n a te  m oral id e a s  

w hich  M en ciu s had  s o  nix oh a d o r e d , h e  a p p e a le d  t o  e x t e r n a l  

p a t t e r n s  w h ich  h e  foun d  in  r i t e s  and m o r a ls  w ith  m u sic  a s  

s u b s e r v ie n t  t o  them * The b a s i s  o f  h i s  e x t r i n s i c  m o ra lism  

l i e c  in  t h e  c o n fo r m ity  o f  a c t i o n  to  su c h  e x t e r n a l  m oral 

sta n d a r d s*  T h ese  e n d s  o f  a c t io n  f i r s t  f u n c t io n  o s  s ta n d a r d s  

from  w it h o u t  u n t i l  when t h e  p e r so n  b u i l d s  up  h i s  c h a r a o te r  

th e y  becom e a c q u ir e d  a s  m ora l m o t iv e s *  The s e n s e  o f  w h at i s  

p rop er  (1 1 )  i s  t h e  m o t iv e  o f  good c o n d u c t ,  and i t  i s  a c 

q u ir e d  wisdom  t h a t  ca n  d i s c r im in a t e  b e tw een  what i s  p r o p e r  

and w hat I s  n o t*  M oral c h a r a o te r  l i e s  i n  th e  h a b i t u a l  doing
4

o f  g o o d n ess  f o r  g o o d n e s s '  sa k e*  I f  in  h i s  good  a c t  one d o e s  

n o t  p ay  an y  a t t e n t i o n  w h eth er  o t h e r s  know o f  them or n o t ,  

and Sgivea w ith o u t  s e e k in g  f o r  a r e t u r n ,*  th e n  a l l  people  

w i l l  u h i t e  in  h o n o r in g  h im , and H eaven w i l l  rew ard  su c h  a  

v ir t u o u s  p e r so n *  1 S u ch  rew ard s a r e  n a t u r a l  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f

U* 23*



286

th e  c o n d u o t  but s h o u ld  n o t  b e  th e  m o t iv e s  o f  an y  a c t i o n .

A g r e a t  e x p e r t  i n  b o th  r i t e s  and m u sic  a s  he w a s,

Hsfln Tzu d id  a c t u a l l y  p u t an e x c e l l e n t  t r e a t i s e  on m u sic  

in  b la c k  and w h i t e .  For him  m u sic  i s  i n  n a tu r e  " th e  e x p r e s 

s io n  o f  J o y ."  1 As r e g a r d s  i t s  o r ig in  he w r o te i  “Ifan 

m ust n e e d s  b e  j o y o u s ;  i f  j o y o u s ,  th e n  he m ust n e e d s  embody 

h is  f e e l i n g s ;  i f  th e y  a r e  em b o d ied , b u t w ith o u t  co n fo rm in g

t o  any  p r i n o i p l e ( t a o ) , th e n  th e y  c a n n o t a v o id  b e in g  d i s o r -  
2

d e r ed ."  T h e r e f o r e ,  th e  a n c ie n t  s a g e - k in g s ,  h a t in g  t h i s  

d is o r d e r ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  m u sic  in  c o n fo r m ity  t o  p r i n c i p l e  so  

as to  m a in ta in  o r d e r .  As t o  t h e  f u n c t io n  o f  rauBic, b y  q u o t

in g  p a s s a g e s  from  th e  "R ecords o f  M usic" t o  su p p o r t  h i s  v ie w s ,  

he e m p h a t ic a l ly  p o in te d  out t h a t  m u sic  tu r n s  th e  p e o p le  t o  

m o ra ls  i f  p erfo rm ed  in  p r o p e r  manner and on p r o p e r  o c c a s io n s ,  

and t h a t  in  e f f e c t  i t  ia  " th e  g r e a t e s t  u n i f i e r  in  t h e  w o r ld ,

th e  bond o f  in n e r  harm ony, th e  i n e v i t a b l e  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  h u -  
*

man a c t i o n . ”

The g r e a t e s t  c a u s e  o f  d is o r d e r  in  h i s  d ay  waB th e  

n e g le c t  o f r i t e s  from  h i s  p o in t  o f  v ie w .  T h e r e fo r e  h e  u r 

g e n t ly  a d v o c a te d  th e  r e v i v a l  and r e v e r e n t  cfcaervance o f  

th o s e  r i t e s  a s  d e r iv e d  from  t h e  d e c r e e s  o f  H eaven and E a r th ,  

from  t h e  c e r e m o n ia l u s a g e s  o f  a n c e s t o r s ,  and from  th e  t e a o h -
4.

in g s  o f k in g s  and s a g e s .  W h ile  th e y  were a c q u ir e d  u s a g e s

1* Op. cl t . . XX. i 1
3 . I b id .

2 .  I b id .
U S * .  XIX, 3 .
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in  th e  p a s t ,  t h e y  have rem ained  u n ch anged  th r o u g h  th e  tim e  

o f  a l l  t h e  k in g s ,  and a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p erm ea te  th e  r ig h t  

way o f  l i f e  f o r  th e  p r e s e n t*  I f  r e v iv e d ,  t h e y  w i l l — a s  th e y  

u sed  t o  do—‘f u n c t io n  in  e d u c a t in g  and im p ro v in g  human n a 

t u r e ,  b e g in n in g  a s  r u l e s  o f  c o n d u o t and s ta n d a r d s  o f  o b se r 

v a n c e ,  and p e r f e c t e d  i n  b ecom in g  b e a u t i f u l  th e m s e lv e s  and  

in  b r in g in g  a b o u t p le a s a n t  o rd er  t o  th e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i e t y *  

N o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e  in c o m p a t ib le  c o n f l i c t  b e tw een  

t h e i r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  p r e m is e s ,  Ha&n Tzu e la b o r a te d  many p o in t s  

o f agreem en t in  h i s  tr e a tm e n t  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  

as th e  h ig h e s t  n o r m a tiv e  f a o t o r  m o t iv a t in g  s o c i a l  con d u ct*  

Like M en o iu s, he a d v o c a te d  m o ra lism  in  g o v ern m en t, em p h asiz 

in g  i t s  e d u c a t io n a l  f u n c t io n  and m oral b a s i s *  The r u le r

runs i t  n o t  th r o u g h  f e a r  b u t  th r o u g h  l o v e ,  and n o t b y  m i l i 

t a r y  f o r c e  b u t b y  p e r s o n a l  exam ple* A g a in , in  r e s p o n s e  t o  

th e  ch a rg e  made b y  many a  s o p h i s t  (Chuang T zu , f o r  i n s t a n c y ,  

in  t h e  eyeB  o f Hsdn T zu) t h a t  su ch  t y r a n t s  a s  C h ieh  an d  

Chow w ere t h e  l e g a l  r u l e r s  o f  th e  em p ire  w h ile  K in g s  T 'a n g  

and Wu r e b e l l e d  and to o k  i t  b y  f o r c e ,  Hetfo Tzu argu ed  f o r

th e  r ig h t  o f  r e v o lu t io n  on a  m ore l e g a l  th a n  m o ra l ground

th a t  C h ieh  and Chow th e m s e lv e s  p o s s e s s e d  n o t th e  em p ire  b u t  

m e r e ly  i t s  r e g i s t e r s  and c e n su s  r e c o r d s  a t  t h a t  t im e ,  and 

th a t  s i n c e  th e  r o y a l  o la n  o f  t h e  em p ire  had n ot a  man o f  

a b i l i t y  t o  do t h e  w ork , a l l  th e  p e o p le  w ere w i l l i n g  t o  g r e e t  

any f e u d a l  p r in c e  l i k e  T*ang and l b  a s  t h e i r  r u l e r  and
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le a d e r  who had th e  a b i l i t y .  *

N e v e r t h e le s s ,  on a o o o u n t o f  t h e i r  fu n d a m en ta l d i f 

f e r e n c e  in  t h e  th e o r y  o f  human n a t u r e ,  Hsfin Tsu em p h asized  

th e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  en v iro n m en t f o r  th e  p e o p le  in  p la c e  

o f  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l i t y  a s  m a in ta in e d  b y  Men

c iu s *  T h e r e fo r e  he u r g e d  t h e  p ro m o tio n  o f  th e  p r o g r e s s  o f
2

s o c i a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  a s  th e  b a s i s  o f  m ora l l i f e  and th e  

d i v i s i o n  o f  work a s  th a t  o f  n a t io n a l  w e a l t h .  ® Once more h e  

a p p ea led  t o  th e  way o f  th e  a n c ie n t  k in g s  w h ich  i t  was in  h i s  

e y e s  th e  o u r r e n t s o c i a l  n eed  t o  r e v iv e *

t i a t i n g  e x t r i n s i c  from  i n t r i n s i c  m o ra lism  s t i l l  form s th e  

k e r n e l  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  and l e g a l  t e a c h i n g s .  In  r eg a r d  t o  

p o l i t i c a l  a d m in is t r a t io n  he a d m it te d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  o u te r  

r e s t r a i n t  and i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  ^ h i l e  t h e  noblem en o b se r v e  mor

a l s ,  th e  m u lt i tu d e s  a b id e  b y  la w .  T h e r e f o r e ,  b e s id e s  r i t e s  

and m usic he a d v o c a te d  rew ard  and p u n ish m en t a s  m eans o f  

c o n t r o l  w ith  th e  f o l lo w in g  rem ark st *

But lew d  p e o p le ,  s c a n d a l-m o n g e r s , e v i l 
d o e r s ,  p e o p le  o f  p e r v e r te d  a b i l i t i e s ,  s h ir k 
e r s ,  and u n r e l ia b l e  p e o p l e ,  sh o u ld  b e  t r a i n 
e d , g iv e n  em p loym en t, and tim e  f o r  r e fo rm a 
t i o n .  S t im u la te  them  b y  rew a rd s} and warn  
them b y  p u n ish m en ts}  i f  t h e y  a r e  s a t i s f i e d  
w ith  em ploym ent, th e n  k eep  them } I f  t h e y  are  
n o t s a t i s f i e d  t o  wprk, th e n  d e p o r t  th e m .

In  th e  lo n g  run th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  p o in t  d i f f e r e n -

1 .
3 .

2 .  I b id . ,  XX, 12
4 .  TSOT., IX , 1 .
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L e g a lism  i s  th e n  a  p r e l im in a r y  s t e p  and an  in d is p e n s a b le  

me an 8 t o  m ora llsm *  S in c e  human n a tu r e  i s  o r i g i n a l l y  e v i l ,  

p u nishm en t i s  n e c e s s a r y  i f  i t  f i t s  th e  cr im e*  T hereby  

Hsdn Tsai w as c o m p e lle d  t o  propound a  p e c u l i a r l y  p r e v e n t iv e  

r a th e r  th a n  e d u c a t io n a l  th e o r y  o f  p e n a l t y ,  sa y in g *  1

The o r ig in  o f  a l l  p u n ish m en t i s  th e  
r e s t r a i n t  o f  v i o l e n o e ,  t h e  h a tr e d  o f  e v i l ,  
and th e  w a rn in g  a g a in s t  I t s  fu tu r e  o c c u r r e n c e *
That a  m u rderer s h o u ld  n o t d i e ,  or  a  man who 
i n j u r e s  a n o th e r  sh o u ld  n o t  be p u n is h e d , i s  
f a v o r in g  v i o l e n c e  and b e in g  l i b e r a l  t o  rob 
b e r s ,  n o t  h a tr e d  o f  e v i l *

L eg a lism  i s  th u s  in d is p e n s a b le  b u t n ot I n e v i t a b le *  Y et th e  

s o c i a l  c o n lh s io n  o f  th e  a g e  w as m oving from  bad t o  w orse  

day a f t e r  day* The p r im a cy  o f  o u te r  r e s t r a i n t  o v e r  s e l f  

c o n t r o l  cam e more and more t o  th e  fo r e *  S m all w onder, two 

o f  h i s  g r e a t e s t  p u p i l s ,  Han F e i  Tzu and L i Ssu m eanw hile  

became s t r i c t  c o n v e r t s  o f  l e g a l i s m  who— n o t a b ly  th e  l a t t e r —  

w ith  t h e i r  l e g a l i s t l o  eq u ip m en t h e lp e d  th e  F ir s t  Emperor o f  

th e  T s * in  d y n a s ty  e v o lv e  an im p e r ia l  reg im e ou t o f  cftaos  

and tu r m o il*

C* I n a c t i  onism  th r o u g h  N a tu r a l T r a n q u i l i t y —

Lao Tzu

Wi y s  o f  S e l f - r e p o s e  a s  Means o f  S e l f - C o n t r o l «—  The

1-  Qp * o l t *. x m t y d .
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fo u n d e r  o f  T a o ism — t h e  s t r o n g e s t  r i v a l  o f  C o n fu c ia n ism — was 

Li S r  (5 7 0 -?  B« C . } ,  p o p u la r ly  known a s  Lao Tzu or  Old P h i lo 

s o p h e r , an o ld e r  co n tem p o ra ry  o f  C o n fu c iu s .  The fundamen

t a l  oau ae o f  c u r r e n t  d i s o r d e r  he fo u n d  in  t h e  v a n i t y  o f  s e l f -  

d i s p la y  and t h e  e g o t is m  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  e f f o r t .  In  r e v o l t  

a g a in a t  a l l  c u l t u r a l  a t ta in m e n t s  he r e p u d ia te d  r i t e s ,  mor

a l e ,  m u s io , and I n s t i t u t i o n s .  He condem ned o u l t u r a l is m  and  

t r a d i t io n a l i s m  no l e s s  th a n  R ou sseau  d id  i n  th e  W est. In  

h i s  e y e s ,  c i v i l i z a t i o n  m ust h ave  b een  a  c u r s e  id ien  he p u t  

down in  h i s  Tao T eh K in g  so  c y n ic a l  a  p a s s a g e  a s  f o l l o w s :  *

When th e  C reat Way ( t a o ) i s  o b l i t e r a t e d ,  
we h a v e  b e n e v o le n c e  and r ig h t e o u s n e s s *  When 
w isdom  and s a g a o i t y  a p p e a r , we h ave  much 
h y p o c r i s y .  When f a m i ly  r e l a t i o n e  a r e  no lo n g 
e r  h a r m o n io u s , we h a v e  f i l i a l  p i e t y  and p a r 
e n t a l  b e n e f i c e n c e .  When th e  s t a t e  and th e  
c la n  f a l l  in t o  d i s o r d e r ,  we h a v e  l o y a l t y  and  
a l l e g i a n c e .

In p la c e  o f  o u l t u r a l i s m  h e  p r e a ch ed  n a tu r a lla & i i n  p la c e  o f<

m ora llsm  and l e g a l i s m  a l i k e ,  i n a c t io n  is m . And i n  s o  d o in g  

he p o in t e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  perm anent b l i s s  o f  sp o n ta n e o u s  

ord er  among mankind on K arth  and u n d er  H eaven .

To s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  way t o  o r d e r , w h ile  Confu

c iu s  lo o k e d  t o  th e  way o f  th e  a n c ie n t  k i n g s ,  Lao Tzu a p p e a l

ed  t o  t h e  way o f  n a t u r e .  A t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  harm ony o f  t b s  

h e a v e n ly  i n d i e s  and t h e  o r d e r l in e s s  o f  th e  n a tu r a l  phenomena

1 . Tac Teh K ing, x v i i l
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on e a r th ., s o  t a c t f u l l y  d id  Lao Tzu e la b o r a t e  a s  ground o f  

a p p ea l t h e  m e ta p h y s ic a l  T ao , th e  h e a v e n ly  way, w ith  w h ich  h e  

c o n fr o n te d  t h e  e t h i c a l  t a o — th e  human way— o f C o n f u c iu s .

"The way o f  H eaven ,"  h e  s a i d ,  "has no p r e fe r e n c e  b u t  i s  a l 

w ays on t h e  a id e  o f  t h e  good man," * I t  d e p l e t e s  t h o s e  who 

have a b u n d a n ce , and augm ents t h o s e  who have d e f i c i e n c i e s !  

w h ereas t h e  way o f  man, a c c o r d in g  t o  h im , d o c s  r e v e r s e l y ,

d e p le t in g  th e  d e f i c i e n t  in  o rd er  t o  B erv e  t h o s e  who h ave  
2

ab u n d an ce. B u t, w hat i s  t h e  way o f  H eaven? and what i s

good?

To t h e  way o f  H eaven Lao Tzu s im p ly  a s c r ib e d  th e  

term  Tao w h ich  d e n o te s  t h e  m e ta p h y s ic a l  e n t i t y  o f  th e  c o sm ic  

o r d e r . Y et Lao Tzu * s  Tao s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i f f e r s  from  Z e n o 's  

L o g o s . The l a t t e r  was su p p o sed  t o  b e  s p i r i t u a l  in  sub

s ta n c e  and c o n s c i o u s l y  p u r p o s iv e  in  f u n c t io n  w h ile  th e  f o r 

mer w as d e s c r ib e d  a s  n a tu r a l  and s p o n ta n e o u s ly  w o rk in g  t o -  

v/ards same g o a l .  I t  i c  th e  u l t im a t e  r o o t  o f  a l l  phenom enal 

a p p e a r a n c e s— th e  r e a l i t y  o f  r e a l i t i e s .  I t  i s  c o l o r l e s s ,  

s o u n d le s s ,  b o d i l e s s ,  and i n e f f a b l e .  I t  i s  th e  f o r a  o f  th e  

f o r m le s s ,  th e  Im age o f  th e  im a g e l e s s .  F o r ,  a s  Lao T zu ,

"the way (T a o ) th a t  can  b e  tr o d d e n  on i s  n o t th e  e t e r n a l  

way ( T ao) .  The name t h a t  c a n  b e  d e f in e d  i s  n o t  t h e  e t e r n a l  

name. 9 ® Through human l i f e  th e  Tao i s  e x e m p l i f ie d  a s  a

1 .  On. c i t . .  I x x i x .  3 .  2 .  I b i d . .  x x v i i .  1 - 3 .
3 .  i b i d . .  1 .  1 .
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m oral p r i n c i p l e  in  th e  form  o f Teh or v i r t u e .  W hatever  

one d o e s  in  p e r t in e n c e  t o  t h i s  Teh i© g o o d , and y e t  t h a t  

g o o d n ess  1© n o t  a g i f t  o f  a c t i o n  b u t th e  b a s i s  o f  a  s t a t e —  

n a m ely , th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  b e in g  a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  t h e  Tao*

"Han t a k e s  E a r th  a© s ta n d a r d }  E a rth  take©  H eaven a s  s t a n 

dard} H eaven t a k e s  th e  Tao a s  s ta n d a r d }  and th e  Tao t a k e s  

I t s e l f  a s  I n t r i n s i c  s ta n d a r d . n T h e r e fo r e , human n a tu r e  

i s  p a r t  o f  o o sm ic  n a t u r e ,  and r e s e m b le s  i t  by  n a tu r e }  w hich  

i s  m ost e v i d e n t l y  r e v e a le d ,  a s  Lao Tsu s a i d ,  in  t h e  n a tu r e  

o f w a ter  s o  a d a p ta b le  t o  e v e r y th in g  e l s e .  A c c o r d in g ly , su 

p e r !  or g o o d n e ss  in  man r e s e m b le s  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  w a t e r ,  and
2th a t  i s  n a t u r a l  a d a p t a b i l i t y .

T h u s, w ith  th e  T a o . Lao Tzu c o n n e o te d  h i s  p h i lo s o p h y  

o f th e  w o r ld  w ith  h i s  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  l i f e .  The s a l v a t i o n  

o f l i f e  from  tu r m o il  and a d v e r s i t y  l i e s  in  th e  communion 

w ith  t h e  T ao* By  a t t a i n i n g  th e  h e ig h t  o f  a b s t r a c t io n  we 

g a in  t h e  f u l l n e s s  o f  n a t u r a l  t r a n q u i l i t y  w h ereb y we r e tu r n  

t o  th e  r o o t  o f  human n a t u r e ,  th a t  i s ,  c o sm ic  n a tu r e *  He 

who p u r s u e s  t h e  T ao , merge© in  th e  T a o i he who f o l lo w s  th e  

T eh , m erg es  i n  t h e  T eh * The d e c a y  o f  t h e  bod y th e n  im p l ie s  

no d a n g er*  H en ce , " in to  t h e  T a o i and b a ck  t o  n a t u r e i * H ere

in  t h e r e  l i e  th e  b a s e s  o f  " s e l f - o o n t r o l M and " g r o u p -c o n tr o l* *

3 y  " c o n tr o l*  Ia o .T z u  d id  n o t mean an y  s o r t  o f  a r t i 

f i c i a l  e f f o r t *  I t  sh o u ld  b e  a  way o f  n a t u r a l  t r a n q u i l i t y  or

1 . Op* o l t *. xxv, 6* 2. Ibid*, vii!
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"repose*"  I t  1b e s s e n t i a l l y  " i n a c t i o n ," ( wu-vrei ) .  But 

fo r c e d  in a o t io n  d o e s  in v o lv e  v e r y  much a c t i o n .  T h e r e fo r e  

in a c t io n  m ust b e  sp o n ta n e o u s  a o t i o n — a c t i o n  w ith o u t  any  

a r t i f i c i a l  s t r i f e *  I n a o t io n  t h e n  means sp o n ta n eo u s  a c t i o n  

a c c o r d in g  to  t h e  T ao* S in c e  a o t i  on— n a m ely , a r t i f i c i a l  

a c t io n —- im p l ie s  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w h ich  b r in g s  a b o u t e v i l  con

seq u en ces*  i f  we l e t  th e  Tao work b y  i t s e l f *  e v e r y th in g  w i l l  

tu rn  w e l l*  The Tao can  work o f  i t s e l f  a lo n g  i t s  own c o u r se  

in  th e  w orld  j u s t  l i k e  " c re ek s  and strea m s in  t h e i r  o o u r se s

tow ard s r iv e r e  and th e  o c e a n •" * "The h e a v y  i s  th e  r o o t  o f
o

th e  l i g h t ,  and r e s t  i s  m o t io n ’ s  m a s te r ."  H en ce , do in a c 

t i o n .  and e v e r y th in g  w i l l  b e  d o n e .  From t h i s  Lao Tzu d e r iv e d
3

fu r t h e r  p r e c e p t s :

P r a c t i s e  n o n - p r a o t lo e .
T a s te  th e  t a s t e l e s s *
Make g r e a t  t h e  s m a l l .
Hake much t h e  l i t t l e .
R e q u ite  h a tr e d  w ith  v i r t u e *
C o n tem p la te  a  d i f f i c u l t y  when i t  i s  e a s y .
Manage a  g r e a t  t h in g  when i t  i s  sm a ll*

The r e s u l t  o f  p r a c t i c i n g  in a c t io n  i s  th e  a c c o m p lish 

ment o f  e v e r y th in g *  In  t h e  w o r ld , th e  s o f t e s t  overcom es t h e  

h a r d e s t |  n o n -b e in g  e n t e r s  i n t o  th e  im p e n e tr a b le !  b u t b e a u ty  

d is p la y s  b e a u t i f u l n e s s ,  w h ich  i s  b u t s h e e r  u g l i n e s s ,  and good  

d i s p la y s  g o o d n e s s ,  w h ich  i s  b u t s h e e r  b a d n e ss*  B e in g  and 

n o n -b e in g  a r e  m u tu a lly  c o n d i t io n e d !  th e  b e a u t i f u l  and th e

1 .
3

• Op* o lt* .  x x x l i .  4* 2* Ib id*, x x v i. 1.
. r f f a l f l i l l i .  1 -3 . ------
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u g ly ,  th e  good and th e  b a d , t h e  h ard  and th e  s o f t ,  s o  ap p ea r  

t o  man s im p ly  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  e a c h  o th e r *  *He *ftio knows d o e s  

not t a l k ;  he who t a l k s  d o e s  n o t  know*" 1 Y et t h e r e  a r e  few  

in  th e  w orld  v&o r e a l l y  o b ta in  t h e  a d v a n ta g es  o f i n a o t i o n ,  

and th e  l e s s o n  o f  s i l e n c e *  The s a g e  rtxo a b id e s  b y  i n a c t io n  

in  h i s  a f f a i r s  and p r a c t i c e  b y  s i l e n o o  h i s  t e a c h i n g s ,  d o s s  

e n jo y  t h e i r  c o n se q u e n t b l e s s i n g s :  2

He em b races u n i t y  and becom es f o r  a l l  th e  
w orld  a  m odel*

Hot s e l f - d i s p l a y i n g  h e  i s  e n l ig h te n e d *
Not s e l f - a p p r o v in g  he i s  d i s t in g u i s h e d *
Hot s e l f - a s s e r t i n g  he a c q u ir e s  m e r it*
Hot s e l f - s e e k i n g  he im p ro v es*
S in c e  he d o e s  n o t  q u a r r e l ,  t h e r e f o r e  nobody  

in  th e  w orld  can q u a r r e l  w ith  him*

In s h o r t ,  h u m i l i t y  a s  a  c r e e d  o f  s e l f - r e p o s e  i s  th e  way t o  

t h i s  b l i s s *

W hile t h e  s a g e  o f f e r s  no r e s i s t a n c e  t o  w h a te v e r  hap

p en s t o  h im , he a t t e n d s  t o  th e  in n e r  n a t u r e ,  w h ich  i s  th e  

r e a l  n a tu r e  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o sm le  n a t u r e ,  and n o t t o  th e  

out*?  s e n s e s ,  a b a n d o n in g  t h e  l a t t e r  and c h o o s in g  t h e  form er*  

S e n s e - s t lm u lu s  i s  a lw a y s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  a c t i o n ,  th e  d i s t u r 

bance o f  t r a n q u i l i t y *  I n a c t io n  im p l ie s  t h e  s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  

o f  s e n s u a l  d e s i r e s *  At th e  same tim e  i t  u r g e s  th e  r i s e  ab ove  

v a n it y  and a v a r ic e *  H a t u r a ln e s s ,  h u m i l i t y ,  and s i m p l i c i t y —  

th e s e  a r e  th e  t h r e e  b a s i c  w ays o f  s e l f - r e p o s e ,  th e  t h r e e

1* Op » o i t *. i v i ,  1 2* Ib id *, x x , 2*
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v i r t u e s  ou t o f  s e l f - c o n t r o l .  I n a c t io n  i s  s u p e r io r  v i r t u e ,

jn u rd cation  w ith  t h e  T a o . w h ich  i s  t h e  suprem e end o f  a l l  

a o t i  on •

Teh i s  b y  no one commanded, v i r t u e  i s  f o r e v e r  s p o n ta n e o u s .  

Under th e  p r i n c ip l e  o f  i n a c t io n  v i r t u e  i s  s p o n ta n e o u s ly  done

th e  good w ith  g o o d n e s s }  th e  bad a l s o  w ith  g o o d n e s s }  t h a t  i s  

v ir t u e * e  ( T e h * s) g o o d n e s s .  M eet th e  f a i t h f u l  w it h  f a i t h }  

th e  f a i t h l e s s  a l s o  w ith  f a i t h }  th a t  i s  v i r t u e ’ s  ( Teh * s )

c la im , t o  r a i s e  b u t  n o t to  r u l e ,  t h i s  i s  c a l l e d  p r o fo u n d  
4

v i r t u e • ” I f  v i r t u e  1b n o t a n y  a r t i f i c i a l  e f f o r t ,  how 

much l e s s  m ust i t  b e  w isdom  and know led ge*  He who possesses v ir - .  

tu e  in  a l l  i t s  s o l i d i t y ,  i s  l i k e  an i n f a n t ,  in n o o e n t ,  c h e e r -

human n a tu r e  i s  o r i g i n a l l y  s im p le  and ln n o c e n t— n e i t h e r  mor

a l  n or  im m oral b u t unm oral l i k e  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  a  b a b y . T h u s, 

Lao Tzu t r u s t e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  in n o c e n c e  a s  fou n d  i n  th e  s t a t e  

o f n a t u r e ,  a lth o u g h  he d id  n o t  e la b o r a t e  h i s  th e o r y  o f  human 

n a tu re  w it h  d e f i n i t e l y  e x p r e s s iv e  t e r m s .

Wavs o f  g r o u p -r e p o se  a s  Means o f  G roup-coi t r o l  . — The

th e  v i r t u e  o f  v i r t u e s .  * I t  i s  t h e  way mac com es i n t o  com-

S in c e  t h e  e s te e m  o f  t h e  T ao and th e  h o n o r in g  o f  t h e

2
f o r  v i r t u e ’ s  s a k e .  " R eq u ite  h a tr e d  w ith  v i r t u e " M e e t

3
f a i t h ."  "To b r e e d  b u t n o t t o  own, t o  make but n o t t o

f U l ,  and h arm on iou s w ith  e v e r y th in g  in  th e  w o r ld

b i d . ,  I v i l i ,  2 
b i d . .  l i ,  4 .
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d o c tr in e  o f  in a o t io n  l a  a g a in  l o g i c a l l y  a p p l ie d  t o  th e  m eans 

o f  " g r o u p -o o n tr o l ,*  w ith  th e  im m ed iate  r e s u l t  t h a t  Lao Tzu 

t h e r e in  p ic t u r e d  h ia  i d e a l s  o f  a b s o lu t e  fre e d o m , no in t e r *  

f e r e n o e ,  non* l e g a l  la m , and p a c i f is m *  So v i v i d l y  and imp re a -

The p e o p le  h u n ger b e c a u se  t h e i r  s u p e r io r s  
consum e t o o  many t a x e s f  t h e r e f o r e  t h e y  hun
g e r .  The p e o p le  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g o v e r n  be*  
c a u s e  t h e i r  s u p e r io r s  a r e  to o  m eddlesom e}  
t h e r e f o r e  th e y  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g o v e r n . The 
p e o p le  make l i g h t  o f  d e a th  on a c c o u n t  o f  th e  
i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e i r  c l i n g i n g  t o  l i f e ;  th e r e *  
f o r e  th e y  make l i g h t  o f  d e a th *

2So d id  he lam en t o v er  th e  c u r r e n t  m isg o v ern ra en t*

The more r e s t r i c t i o n s  and p r o h i b i t i o n s  
a r e  in  t h e  e m p ir e , t h e  p o o r e r  grow  th e  p e o -  
p ie *  The more w eapons t h e  p e o p le  h a v e , th e  
m ore t r o u b le d  i s  th e  s t a t e *  The m ore t h e r e  
i s  c u n n in g  and s k i l l ,  t h e  more s t a r t l i n g  
e v e n t s  w i l l  h a p p e n . The more m an d ates and 
la w s  a r e  e n a c t e d ,  th e  more t h e r e  w i l l  b e  
t h i e v e s  and r o b b e r s*

T h e r e fo r e  th e  s a g e  s a y s s  1 p r a c t i c e  in 
a c t i o n ,  and t h e  p e o p le  o f  th e m s e lv e s  reform *

T h e r e fo r e , l i k e  R o u sse a u , Lao Tzu h e ld  th e  l e s s  govern m ent  

th e  b e t t e r ,  b u t n o t  a n a rch ism *  "The Tao n e v e r  a c t s ,  and  

y e t  th e r e  i s  n o th in g  t h a t  r e m a in s  undone* I f  p r in c e s  and  

k in g s  c o u ld  con form  t o  t h e  T a o * e v e r y t h in g  w ould o f  them - 

s e l v e s  b e  r e fo r m e d * ” B oth  n o n - le g a l is m  and unm oral!sm  can

s i v e l y  d id  he la m en t f o r  th e  p e o p le  o f  h i s  a g e :  *
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be r e c o n c i l e d  b y  in a c t io n is m  th r o u g h  n a tu r a l  t r a n q u i l i t y *

The r u l e r  who l o r e s  t h e  p e o p le  when a d m in is t e r in g  

th e  s t a t e ,  m ust be a b le  t o  p r a c t i c e  in a c t io n *  T ow ards them  

he w i l l  b e  n a t u r a l  and u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d  l i k e  a  m o th e r -b ir d  

f e e d in g  h e r  young o n e s , s o  t h a t  th e y  w i l l  n a t u r a l l y  r e tu r n  

to  th e  o r ig in a l  s t a t e  o f  s i m p l i c i t y  and in n o c e n c e *  He a c t s  

but n e v e r  c la im s *  He n o u r is h e s  them  b u t n e v e r  i n t e r f e r e s  i n  

t h e i r  b u s in e s s *  He e x c e l s  them  b u t n e v e r  r u l e s  them* T h is  

Lao T su c a l l e d  •p ro fo u n d  v i r t u e ."  1

Lao Tsu was n o t r e a l l y  an  a n a r c h is t  a s  num erous w r i

t e r s  have su p p osed *  He m e r e ly  expounded th e  th e o r y  o f  gov

ernment b y  p e r s o n a l  exam ple w ith  n a g a t iv e  and som ewhat 

vagu e term s*  The good r u l e r  g o v e r n s  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  T ap , 

and t h e r e f o r e  Lao Tzu m a in ta in e d  t h a t  h e  m u st t r e a s u r e  th r e e

v i r t u e s t  b e n e f i c e n c e ,  f r u g a l i t y ,  and " n ot d a r in g  t o  come
o 3

to  th e  f o r e  in  t h e  w orld" or h u m il i t y *  T h erefrom  f o l 

lo w s  h i s  co n d em n a tio n  o f  m i l i t a r i s m  on th e  ground  t h a t  war

i s  w a s t e f u l  and arms cannot be in  t h e  lo n g  run a  u s e f t i l
4t o o l  t o  an y  p o l i t i o a l  p u rp o se*  A g a in , l e g a l i s m  i s  un

n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u se  i t  i s  u s e l e s s *  I f  th e  p e o p le  do n o t  f e a r  

d e a th , d e a th  can n ot s c a r e  them } I f  we a lw a y s  make them  f e a r  

d e a th , and y e t  som ebody w ould s t i l l  v e n t u r e  t o  r e b e l ,  th e r e  

i s  no  u s e  p u n is h in g  h im  w ith  d e a th ,  and who w i l l  d a re  t o

1* Op. c l t *. x . 2* Jfo ^  A j
3* Ib id *, lxrilT 4* Ib id *, xxx-xxxi*
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m ice them  f e a r  d ea th ?  "Meet th e  bad  w ith  goodneuBVrt 

''Reoompenee in j u r y  w it h  k in d n e B s tH as a  m a tte r  o f  p r a c 

t i c e  , su o h  a b s o lu t e  p a o i f i s m  and "m orallsm * ca n  work o n ly
2

in  suoh a  U to p ia s  s t a t e  a s  h e  d rea m t»

In  a  s m a ll  c o u n tr y  w ith  f e w  p e o p le  l e t  
th e r e  be a ld erm en  and m ayors who a r e  p o s s e s s e d  
o f  pow er o v e r  men b u t w ould n o t  u s e  i t ,  and  
who In d u ce  p e o p le  t o  g r i e v e  a t  d e a th  b u t do  
n o t c a u s e  them  t o  more a t  a  d is ta n c e *  A lthou gh  
th e y  h a r e  s h i p s  and c a r t s ,  t h e y  f in d  no o c c a 
s i o n  t o  em p loy  them *

The p e o p le  a r e  in d u c e d  t o  r e tu r n  t o  t h e  
p r e - l i t e r a t e  u s a g e  o f  k n o t te d  c o r d s  and t o  
u s e  them In  p la c e  o /  w i l t i n g , t o  d e l ig h t  in  
t h e i r  fo o d , to  ¥ e  proud oif t h e i r  c l o t h e s ,  
to  b e  c o n te n t  w ith  t h e i r  hom es, and t o  r e 
j o i c e  in  t h e i r  custom s* T h en , n e ig h b o r in g  
s t a t e s  w i l l  be m u tu a lly  hap p y  w it h in  s i g h t ;  
th e  v o i c e s  o f  c o c k s  and d o g s  w i l l  eoho e a ch  
o th e r ;  and th e  p e o p le s  m igh t n o t  c a l l  on one  
a n o th e r  b e f o r e  t h e y  grow o ld  and dead*

I t  i s  e v id e n t  t h a t  w h ile  Lao T zu’ a m e ta p h y s ic a l  

th o u g h t ia  a e  i n e f f a b l e  and a g n o s t ic  a s  h i s  T ao.  h i s  e t h i c a l  

and p o l i t i c a l  t e a c h in g s  a re  f a r  from  p r a c t i c a b le *  H is w h ole  

sy stem  h a v in g  b e e n  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  d i f f e r e n t  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  

h i s  a d h e r e n ts  d e v e lo p e d  i t  in  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t io n s *  In  t h e  

d ays o f  M e n c iu s , Cbuang Tzu a r o s e  t o  r e i t e r a t e  th e  m a s te r ’ s  

t e a c h in g s  by means o f  g r a p h ic  n a r r a t i v e s  and a l l e g o r i c a l  i l 

l u s t r a t i o n s *  M e ta p h y s ic a l T ao ism  w as d e v e lo p e d  a t  h i s  han ds  

i n  ter m s o f  a b s o lu t is m , a s  o v e r  a g a in s t  r e la t iv i s m *  The 

d o c t r in e  o f  in a c t io n  becam e e x tr e m e ly  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c .  The

1* Op * c l t * .  l x x i v .  1* 2* I b id *. Ix x x . I t a l i c s  mine*
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w hole sy stem  tu r n e d  d e t e r m i n i s t i c *  M y stio  and s u b j e o t lv i a 

t i c  t e n d e n c ie s  oame m are end m ore t o  t h e  f o r e  when GfcUang Tzu 

came t o  wonder a t  th e  m y s te r y  o f  l i f e  and i n  so  d o in g  i n i 

t i a t e d  th e  id e a  o f  m e te m p sy c h o s is  f o r e c a s t in g  th e  b e l i e f s  

o f  r e l i g i o u s  T a o i s t e  th a t  d ise m b o d ie d  s p i r i t s  w ould r e c e i v e  

rew ards or  p u n ish m en ts  f o r  t h e i r  form er d e e d s  i n  t h e  Ten  

C o u rts  o f  H e l l  and th e  e n fr a n o h ls e d  s p i r i t s  w ould d w e l l  in  

th e  Cave H eaven . 1

D . E go ism  T hrough C u l t iv a t in g  th e  S e n s e s —

Yang Tsu

\f t i i le  Lao Tsu a d v o c a te d  aba te n  s i  on from  s e n s u a l  de

s i r e s ,  from  among h i s  a d h e r e n t s  th e r e  cams ou t Yang Tzu 

(named Yang Chu) p r e a c h in g  th e  g o s p e l  o f  h edon ism  f o r  th e  

c u l t  o f  t h e  s e n s e s .  The E p icu ru s  o f  C h in a , e x e r c i s i n g  t r e 

mendous i n f lu e n c e  d u r in g  th e  i n t e r v a l  b e tw e e n  Lao Tzu and  

Chuang T z u , s t a r t e d  from  t h e  T a o i s t io  c o n c e p t io n s  o f  i n a c t i o n ,  

s p o n t a n e i t y ,  and t r a n q u i l i t y ,  b u t p a s s e d  from  u n i v e r s a l  n a

tu r a l is m  ov er  t o  in d iv id u a l  h ed on ism  b y  d ro p p in g  th e  Tao away 

from  t h e  w h o le  sy s te m  on t h e  one hand and e l e v a t i n g  th e  p e r -

1 .  Ohuang Tzu p rop ou n d ed  h i s  id e a  o f  m ete m p sy ch o sis  in  a  
v e r y  f a s c i n a t i n g  w a y . W hether l i f e  i s  a  dream , Chuang 
Tzu t h e r e f o r  w r o te t

Once up (si a  t im e ,  Z, Chuang T z u , dream t I was 
a b u t t e r f l y ,  f l u t t e r i n g  h i t h e r  and t h i t h e r ,  t o  a l l  
i n t e n t s  and purposes a b u t t e r f l y .  I  w as c o n s c io u s  
o n ly  o f  f o l lo w in g  my f a n c i e s  as a b u t t e r f l y ,  and was
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aonaX eg o  t o  t h e  h ig h e s t  t o p  o f  a d o r a t io n *  Back o f  sa s h  

an e x tr em e  eg o ism  t h e r e  l a y  a  f a t a l i s t i c  v ie w  o f  l i f e  t o 

g e th e r  w ith  a  s e r i o u s  m en ta l w e a r in e s s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

s o c i a l  tu r m o il*  L ik e  E p ic u r u s  i n  a n c ie n t  G r e e c e , Yang  

Tzu s t u c k  t o  th e  t r o t h  and r e a l i t y  o f  a l l  s e n s u a l  p le a s u r e s *  

Y et he was f a r  m ore h e d o n i s t i c  th a n  th e  w e s te r n  h e d o n is t*  

B p io u ru s  p r e fe r r e d  t o  i n t e r p r e t  p le a s u r e  in  term s o f  th e  

a b se n c e  o f  p a in  and t h e r e f o r e  t o  s e e k  f o r  perm anent t r a n 

q u i l i t y )  w h ereas t o  Yang T su p le a s u r e  was a n  a c t u a l  t h in g  

and t h e r e f o r e  he w ould  f i n d  a n y  mom entary J o y  th r o u g h  t h e  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  s e n s u a l  d e s i r e s *  E p icu ru s s t i l l  o a r e d  f o r  

s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  th ou gh  w ith  se c o n d a r y  im p o r ta n c e  and 

i n  ter m s o f  t h e i r  u s e f u l n e s s  t o  t h e  in d iv id u a l*  But Yang 

Tzu was a  r e a l  a n a r c h i s t ,  d i s r e g a r d in g  a l l  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u 

t i o n s  and c u l t u r a l  a t t a in m e n t s  w h a te v e r . L e t  e v er y b o d y  c a r e  

f o r  h im s e l f  and n o t  b o th e r  anybody e l a e ’ s  b u s in e s s *  T h is  

i s  t h e  r ig h t  way and th e  o n ly  way t o  o r d e r ,  he w ould  sa y *  

A p p a r e n tly  th r o u g h  a  p s y o h o -p h y s io a l  a p p ro a ch  Yang 

Tsu fou n d  t h e  u l t im a t e  s o u r c e  o f  t r o u b le  w it h  men in  fo u r  

a c q u ir e d  d e s i r e s — l o n g e v i t y ,  fa m e ,  r in k ,  and money— c o n s e 

quent u p on  th e  th e n  a o o ia l  l i f e  s o  u n n a tu r a l and p i t i  f i l l  

i n  h i s  e y e s *  H ow ever, t h e s e  form  t h e  e n d s  and m o t iv e s  o f  

l i f e - s t r u g g l e *  P e o p le  d e s i r e  a  lo n g  l i f e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e t

u n c o n s c io u s  o f  my b e in g  Chuang T su* S u d d e n ly , I  aw ok e, 
and t h e r e  I  l a y ,  m y s e l f  s t i l l  b e in g  Chuang Tzu* How I  
do n o t  know w h eth er  X w as th e n  Chuang T su  d rea m in g  X was 
a  b u t t e r f l y ,  o r  w h e th e r  X am now a  b u t t e r f l y  d ream in g



t h e i r  d e s t i n y  a t  d e f ia n o e i  th e y  d e s i r e  fam e b e c a u se  th e y  

a r e  t o e  fe n d  o f  h o n o r !  th e y  d e s i r e  r a n k  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w ant 

p ow er) an d  t h e y  d e s i r e  w e a lth  b e c a u se  t h e y  a r e  a v a r ic io u s .  

T h ese d e s i r e s  a re  th e  s c u r o e s  o f  g r i e f  and s o r r o w . B u t  

g r i e f  and so rro w  a r e  c o n tr a r y  t o  human n a tu r e  # i i l e  e a s e  

and p le a s u r e  a r e  in  a c co r d  w ith  i t .  T hose ifco h a v e  a  lo n g  

l i f e ,  fa m e , r a n k , and w e a l t h ,  a lw a y s  f e a r  g i o s t s ,  f e a r  m en, 

f e a r  pow er and p u n ish m e n t. *They are a lw a y s  f u g u t l v e s .  

W hether l i v i n g  or d ead  th e y  r e g u la t e  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  b y  e x 

t e r n a l s . *  *  B ut th e y  n e v e r  l i v e  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  n a t u r e .  

I t  1b w rong to  l i v e  su oh  a  l i f e  r u le d  b y  e x t e r n a l s .  T hey  

m ust r e g u la t e  t h e i r  l i f e  b y  Inward t h in g s — b y  i n c l i n a t i o n s .

As a  m a tte r  o f  f a c t ,  i t  i s  a  f o l l y  t o  d e s i r e  a  lo n g

l i f e .  T or a c t u a l  l i f e  i s  s o  s h o r t *  I t  i s  s o  much f i l l e d  up

w ith  u n c o n s c io u s  I n fa n c y , o ld  a g e ,  s l e e p ,  p a in ,  and i l l n e s s ,  

th a t  a t  m ost one t e n t h  o f  I t s  ^ i c l e  le n g th  can b e  f o r  e n jo y *

m en t. And fu r th e rm o r e  t h e r e  i s  n o t  on e  h ou r  f r e e  from  som e

a n x i e t y  a s  m ig h t b e  c a u se d  b y  r e w a r d s , p u n ish m e n ts , fam e, 

l a w s ,  th e  honor o f  g l o r y ,  or  t h e  s p le n d o r  a f t e r  d e a t h .  Hen 

d i f f e r  l i t t l e  from  c h a in e d  c r i m in a l s .  I f  l i f e  i s  s o  t e d i u s  

and w e a r iso m e , t h e r e  i s  no  u s e  d e s i r i n g  i t *

D e s p it e  i t s  ted iu m  and s h o r t n e s s ,  i t  makes n o  p r o -

I  am Chuang T su . B etw een  Chuang Tsu and a  b u t t e r f l y  
t h e r e  m ust n e e d s  b e  a b a r r i e r .  The t r a n s i t i o n  i s

jgtaagsyohoBia ( ^ ^ ) . (Cf. Chuang Tsu.  H. a .

1 .  Yana Chu*i*Garden o f p le a s u r e .  A. Forks* s  t r . ,  X V II.
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m is8 o f  an a f t e r  l i f e *  " A ccord in g  t o  t h e  l a v s  o f  n a tu r e

th e r e  i s  no su oh  t h in g  a s  im m o r t a l i t y 11 and " th e r e  i s  no
1

suoh t h in g  a s  a  v e r y  lo n g  l i f e . ” When h i s  d i s c i p l e  

H en g-su n g  Yang w as w o n d e r in g  why a  su d d en  d e a th  s h o u ld  

n o t  he p r e f e r a b le  t o  a  lo n g  l i f e ,  Yang Tzu s a i d ,  'Ho* Ha

v in g  on oe oome in t o  l i f e ,  r e g a r d  i t  and l e t  i t  p a s s }  mark 

i t s  d e s i r e s  an d  w i s h e s ,  and so  a w a it  d e a t h * n

l i f e  a r e  b u t f a l s e h o o d .  He who i s  fa m o u s , h o n o r a b le ,  and  

w e a lth y , i s  n o t  r e a l l y  happy* J u s t  lo o k  a t  Kuan Chung who 

won h i s  l o r d ,  Duke Huan o f  Ch’ l ,  th e  f i r s t  p r e s id e n c y  a s  

Lord P r o t e c t o r  o v e r  th e  i n t e r - s t a t e  le a g u e *  He f i l l e d  h i s

When Duke Huan was w an ton  h e  w as w anton  
t o o }  when Duke Huan w as p r o d ig a l  h e  w as a l s o  
p r o d i g a l .  He met h i s  w is h e s  and ob eyed  him } 
f o l l o w in g  t h e  r i g h t  p a t h ,  h e  made t h e  s t a t e  
p r o s p e r .  But a f t e r  t h e  D uke’ s  d e a th ,  h e  was 
o n ly  Hr* Kuan a g a in *  n o t h in g  more*

In l i f e  men d i f f e r  i n  w isdom , h e a l t h ,  w e a l t h ,  fa m e, and rank}  

but i n  d e a th  the>  a r e  a l l  a l i k e *  D ea th  and n o t  l i f e  i s  

c e r t a in  and e t e r n a l*  'In  l i f e  t h e y  a r e  known a s  Ybo and Shun} 

when dead th e y  a r e  s o  many b o n e s  w h ich  oan n et be d i s t i n g u i s h 

e d .  But i f  we h a s t e n  t o  e n jo y  our l i f e ,  we h a v e  no t im e  t o
4

tr o u b le  abou t what com es a f t e r  d ea th * "

L ik e w is e ,  a l l  fa m e , r a n k , and m oney, we f i n d  in

3p o s t  a s prim e m i n i s t e r  i n  th e  f o l lo w in g  ways

1 .
3 .

2 *

4*
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L i f e  i s  s o  s h o r t ,  an d  t h e r e  I s  no p ro m ise  o f  an 

a f t e r - l i f e .  T h e r e fo r e ,  e n jo y  y o u r  l i f e  t f i i l e  l i v i n g  and  

ta k e  you r  e a s e  b e f o r e  d e a th *  E v e r y th in g  b e in g  d e te r m in 

e d  b y  t h e  l a v  o f  n a t u r e ,  Vhy s h o u ld  you w orry  e v e r  v i r t u e  

and m e d ita te  f o r  g o o d n e ss?  And Why s h o u ld  you  s a c r i f i c e  

y o u r s e l f  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  o th e r s ?  Why s h o u ld  th e r e  b e  

governm ent w h ile  govern m ent i s  o n ly  in  v a in ?  P u b l ic  l i f e  

im p l ie s  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  and s e l f - s a o r l f i o e  i s  s e l f - s p o i l i n g  

and s e l f - d e p r e c ia t io n *  Above a l l ,  i t  c a n n o t s e t t l e  t h e  w>rId 

in  o r d e r f  *

L o y a lty  can n ot s e t  th e  s o v e r e ig n  a t  
e a s e ,  b u t p erh ap s may im p e r i l  o n e ' s  b od y)  
r ig h t e o u s n e s s  can n ot h e lp  t h e  w o r ld ,  b u t  
p e r h a p s  may do harm t o  o n e 's  l i f e *  The 
s o v e r e i g n ' s  p e a c e  n o t b e in g  b ro u g h t abou t 
b y  l o y a l t y ,  th e  fam e o f  th e  l o y a l  d w in d le s
t o  n o t h in g ,  and t h e  w or ld  d e r iv i n g  n o  p ro 
f i t  from  r ig h t e o u s n e s s ,  t h e  fam e o f  t h e  
r ig h t e o u s  am ounts to  n ou gh t*

Suoh a  g r e a t  s ta te sm a n  a s  Tzu C h'an  c la im e d  t o  know how t o  

r e g u la t e  e x t e r n a l  t h in g s  w h i le  th e  t h in g s  do n o t  n e o e s s a -  

r l l y  and p erm a n en tly  become r e g u l a t e d ,  and y e t  h i s  body h as  

s t i l l  t o  t o l l  and la b o r *  "But i f  anybody knows h o w t o  r e 

g u la t e  i n t e r n a l s ,  t h e  t h i n g s  go on a l l  r i g h t ,  and th e  m ind
2o b t a in s  p e a c e  and r e s t* "  The m ethod o f  r e g u la t i n g  I n te r 

n a l s ,  b e in g  i n  harm ony w ith  t y e  human h e a r t ,  "can b e  e x te n 

ded t o  t h e  w h o le  w o r ld , and t h e r e  would be no more p r in c e s
3

and m i n i s t e r s * * C u ly  i f  e v er y b o d y  knows how t o  l o v e  and

Q p » slt** XIX. 2* I b id . .  IX* 3* I b id *
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r e g u la t e  h i m s e l f  and d o e s  n o t h u r t  o t h e r s ,  t h e r e  n eed  n o t  

he an y  r u l e r  or g o v ern m en t• I t  i s  f u t i l e  t o  a d v o c a te  e i t h e r  

m o ra llsm  or l e g a l i s m  or  b o t h .  S e l f - l o v e — th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  

and e x p r e s s io n  of t h e  p e r s o n a l  s e l f — I s  th e  p r im ary  d u ty  and 

th e  n a t u r a l  v i r t u e  o f  a l l  m ankind t h a t  can su p e r se d e  b o th  

m ora llsm  and l e g a l i s m .  Suoh an  ex tr em e  ty p e  o f  eg o ism  a ck 

n o w led g in g  no c la im s  o f  th e  s o v e r e ig n  and r e c o g n iz in g  no 

a u t h o r i t y  beyond  o n e ’ s  own s e l f  a s  M enolus u n d e r s to o d  in  

h ie  d a y , w as e v e n t u a l l y  condem ned a s  "anarchism .** 1

B e s id e s  h id d e n  p e ss im ism  Yang T zu ’ s  p h i lo s o p h y  o f

h a p p in e s s  o f f e r e d  open o p tim ism , t o o ,  p r o m is in g  th e  n a t u r a l  

b l e s s i n g s  o f  s e l f - l o v e ,  w h ich  he a d v o c a te d  t o  su ch  an e x 

trem e t h a t  h e  w ou ld  n o t p a r t  e v e n  w ith  a  h a ir  o f  h i s  body

I f  t h e  a n c i e n t s  b y  I n ju r in g  a  s i n g l e  h a ir  
c o u ld  have r e n d e r e d  a  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  w o r ld ,  
t h e y  w ou ld  n o t h a v e  done i t )  and had th e  em
p i r e  b een  o f f e r e d  to  a  s i n g l e  p e r s o n , he  
w ould n o t  h ave  a c c e p te d  i t *  As nobody w ould  
damage e v e n  a  h a i r ,  and nobody would do a  
fa v o r  t o  th e  w o r ld , t h e  w or ld  was in  good  
o r d e r .

3
A g a in , he s a i d i

The a n c ie n t s  knew t h a t  a l l  c r e a t u r e s  e n 
t e r  b u t f o r  a  s h o r t  w h i le  i n t o  l i f e ,  and m ust 
s u d d e n ly  d e p a r t  in  d e a t h .  T h e r e fo r e  th e y  
g a v e  w ay t o  t h e i r  im p u ls e s  and d id  n o t  c h e ek  
t h e i r  n a tu r a l  p r o p e n s i t i e s #

fo r  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f o t h e r s .  He a r g u e d i

Works. Bk. I l l ,  ? t .  I I .  Ch. IX. 9 .
3T~ I b id . ,  I I I .
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The o n ly  ch a n ce  o f  man i s  h i a  in d iv id u a l  l i f e *  T h er e fo r e*  

be i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  a l l  c h a n c e s  sa v e  t h i s ,  e n jo y  y o u r  l i f e ,  

and f o l l o w  you r  own i n o l i n a t i o n e .  I f t i s  i s  th e  g o ld e n  r u le  

o f l i f e  w ith  th e  u l t im a t e  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  th e  eg o  a s  i t s  id e a l*  

The a r t  o f l i f e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  th e  s tu d y  and c u l t i 

v a t io n  o f  th e  s e n s e s *  D en yin g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n y  god  and  

th e  im m o r ta l ity  o f  t h e  s o u l ,  Yang Chu fou n d  th e  c u l t  o f  th e  

s e n s e s  to  b e  h i s  o n ly  p o s s i b l e  r e l i g i o n  w h ich  had no p la c e  

fo r  c e r e m o n ie s*  I n s t e a d ,  h e  a d v o c a te d  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  

th e  s e n s e s  and th e  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  them  b y  th e  s im p le s t  

means* “How can  an yb od y  p o s s e s s in g  fo u r  t h i n g s ,  a  com for

t a b le  h o u s e , f i n e  c l o t h e s ,  good f o o d ,  and p r e t t y  women, s t i l l  

lo n g  f o r  a n y th in g  e ls e ? "  ^ I f  a l l  a c t i o n  b e  g u id e d  b y  th e  

s e n s e s ,  p e a c e  and o rd er  w i l l  be r e a l i z e d  in  th e  w orld* The 

o n ly  m o t iv a t in g  f a c t o r  o f  s o c i a l  c o n d u c t i s  th e n  n e i t h e r  

governm ent nor c o n s c ie n c e  nor a n y th in g  e l s e  b u t th e  sp o n 

ta n e o u s  im p u ls e s  o f  t h e  human o rg a n ism .

H* A ltr u is m  A c co r d in g  t o  th e  W ill  o f  

H eaven— Mo Tzu

U n iv e r s a l  D i c t a t e s  o f  th e  W ill  o f  H eaven *—  B e fo r e  

Yang Tzu was b o r n , h i s  g r e a t e s t  r i v a l  t h in k e r  Mo Tzu (nam ed, 

Mo T i ,  4 7 0 -3 9 1  B . C .)  had a lr e a d y  p r e a c h e d  u n i v e r s a l  a l t r u is m
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a g a in s t  in d iv id u a l  e g o is m , in d e te r m in ism  a g a in s t  f a t a l i s m ,  

and a s c e t i c i s m  a g a i n s t  hedon ism * He a r o se  a s  th e  m ost e n 

t h u s i a s t i c  s o c i a l  p h y s ic ia n  o f  h i s  a g e ,  c r i t i c a l l y  a n a ly 

z in g  th e  m ost fu n d a m en ta l p a t h o l o g i c a l  sym ptom s o f  th e  e x i s t 

in g  com m unity f o r  3fc io h  he p rop ou n d ed  r e m e d ie s  one a f t e r  

an oth er*  T h u s, th e  w h ole  sy s te m  o f  h i s  t e a c h in g s  a s  l a i d  

down in  h i s  w r i t i n g s ,  can  be r e g a r d e d  a s  a  s o c i a l  d ia g n o s i s  

o f  th e  C h in ese  com m unity in  h i s  t im e s *

L ik e  J e su s  C h r i s t ,  Mo Tau s t a r t e d  from  r e v o l t  and  

p a sse d  o v e r  t o  r e fo r m . The fo r m a lism  and e x t e r n a l  ism  o f  

O on fu cian  t e a c h in g s  \m e in  h i s  e y e s  b u t so  much "Pharisaism * *

In  th e  t e a c h in g s  o f  t h e  C o n f h c ia n is t a  
th e r e  a r e  fo u r  p r i n c i p l e s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  r u in  
th e  em pire* The C o n f u c ia n i s t s  h o ld  Heaven  
i s  u n i n t e l l i g e n t ,  and th e  g h o s t s  a r e  in a n i 
m a te . H eaven and s p i r i t s  a r e  d i s p le a s e d *
T h is  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  to  w i n  t h e  w o r ld . A g a in ,  
th e y  p r a c t i c e  e la b o r a t e  f u n e r a l s  and e x te n d e d  
m ourning* They u s e  s e v e r a l  in n e r  and o u te r  
c o f f i n s ,  and many p i e c e s  o f  sh ro u d s*  The 
I h n e r a l  p r o c e s s io n  lo o k s  l i k e  h o u se  m oving*  
C ry in g  and w eep in g  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s *  They  
can  n o t  s ta n d  up w ith o u t  s u p p o r t  and can  n o t  
w alk  w ith o u t  a  cane*  T h e ir  e a r s  c a n  n o t h e a r  
and t h e i r  e y e s  can  n o t  s e e *  T h is  i s  s u f f i 
c i e n t  t o  r u in  t h e  w orld *  And th e y  p la y  t h e  
s t r i n g  in s tr u m e n ts  and d a n ce  and s i n g  and  
p r a c t i c e  s o n g s  and m u sio*  T h is  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  
to  r u in  t h e  em p ire*  A nd, f i n a l l y ,  t h e y  sup
p o s e  t h e r e  i s  f a t e  and th a t  p o v e r ty  or  w e a lth ,  
o ld  a g e  o r  u n t im e ly  d e a t h ,  o r d e r  or oh aoB , s e 
c u r i t y  or d a n g e r , a r e  a l l  p r e d e te r m in e d  and  
can  n o t  b e  a l t e r e d *  A p p ly in g  t h i s ,  t h o s e  in  
a u t h o r i t y ,  q f c o u r s e  w i l l  n o t a t t e n d  t o  g o v e r n 
ment and t h o s e  b e lo w  \ d l l  n o t  a t t e n d  t o  work* 
A g a in , t h i s  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  r u in  th e  w orld *

1* The E t h i c a l  and P o l i t i c a l  W r it in g s  o f  M o ts e . Y . P .  M ei*s
t F . T ' c k ' :  M m ;  P ; ' 2 i$S7 ---------------- ---------------------------
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W hatever h e  a d v o c a te d  In  p la c e  o f  G o n fu c la n la m , h o w ev e r , was 

a lw a y s a  l o g i c a l  outcom e o f  h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l  ap p roach  c o u p le d  

w ith  h i s  u t i l i t a r i a n  c o n c e p t io n  o f  human c o n d u ct and r a e l ie r 

i s t i c  v ie w  o f  l i f e .  As a  g r e a t  l o g i c i a n ,  he e la b o r a te d  t h e  

fam ous t h r e e  t e s t s  o f  e v e r y  d o c t r in e *  1 th e  t e s t  o f  i t s

" b a s is ,"  ^ th e  t e s t  o f i t s  " v e r i f i a b i l i t y ,*1 ^ and th e  t e s t
4

o f  i t s  " a p p lic a b il ity * * *  Y et b e c a u se  he o v e r e s t im a te d  th e  

l o g i c a l  f u n c t io n  o f  r e a s o n ,  he u n d e r e s t im a te d  th e  p s y c h ic a l  

e f f e c t  o f  em otion  upon c o n d u ct w h ich  was t h e  b a s i s  o f  weak

n e s s  th ro u g h  h i s  e t h i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  t e a c h i n g s .

J u s t  a s  t h e  Hebrew p r o p h e ts  a p p e a le d  t o  Yah we h  f o r  

a u t h o r i t y ,  Ho Tzu r e s o r t e d  u l t i m a t e l y  t o  th e  w i l l  o f  H ea v en . 

For h im , H eaven was n o t  s o  much a m e ta p h y s ic a l  e n t i t y  a s  a  

p e r so n a l c r e a t o r ,  s u p e r v i s o r ,  and ju d g e  o f  mankind* H eaven  

i s  a l l - i n c l u s i v e  and im p a r t ia l  In  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  abundant 

and u n c e a s in g  in  i t s  b l e s s i n g s ,  and l a s t i n g  and u n t i r i n g  i n  

i t s  g u id a n c e .  I t  l o v e s ,  t e a c h e s ,  and b e n e f i t s  men u n iv e r 

s a l l y  w ith o u t  d i s c r im i n a t i o n ,  c la im in g  a l l ,  a c c e p t in g  o f f e r 

in g s  from  th em , and p u n is h in g  th e  w ic k e d . The r e a so n  f o r  

th e  d i s o r d e r  i n  th e  w o r ld , a c c o r d in g  t o  Ho T zu , was s im p ly  

t h i s ,  t h a t  t h e  g e n tle m e n  i n  t h e  w orld  do n o t  u n d e r s ta n d

1 . On e x a m in in g  an y  d o c t r i n e ,  one m ust s e e  (1 )  I f  i t s  b a s i s  
i s  fou n d ed  on t h e  w i l l  o f  H eaven and s p i r i t s ,  and t h e  
d e e d s  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  k in g s ;  ( 2 ) i f  i t  i s  to  be v e r i f i e d  
b y  th e  b ook s o f  th e  e a r l y  k in g s  and b y  th e  s e n s e s  o f  
h e a r in g  and s i ^ i t  o f  t h e  common p e o p le ;  and (3 )  i f  i t  i s  
t o  b e  a p p l ie d  in  govern m en t and b r in g s  b e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  
c o u n tr y  and t h e  p e o p le *

2 . 3 . ^  4 . 7̂



-  308 -

th e  w i l l  o f  H eaven and t h e r e f o r e  do not do what H eaven d e

s i r e s  and a v o id  what H eaven ab om in ates*  1

I f  th e  g e n tlem e n  i n  th e  w orld  r e a l l y  d e
s i r e  t o  p r a c t i c e  m agn an im ity  and th e  r i g h t 
e o u s n e s s  and b e  s u p e r io r  m en, s e e k in g  t o  a t 
t a i n  th e  sw ay o f  th e  s a g e - k in g s  on th e  one 
hand and t o  p r o c u r e  b l e s s i n g s  t o  th e  p e o p le  
on th e  o t h e r ,  t h e y  m ust n ot n e g l e c t  to  u n d er
s ta n d  t h e  w i l l  o f  H eaven#

R i^ i t e o u s n e s s  i s  th e  s ta n d a r d  t o  be g iv e n  b y  t h e  

s u p e r io r  t o  t h e  s u b o r d in a t e s .  The h ig h e s t  s u p e r io r  v&io g i v e s  

a l l  men t h e  u l t im a t e  s ta n d a r d , i s  H ea v en . H eaven d e s i r e s  

r ig h t e o u s n e s s  and a b o m in a te s  u n r ig h t e o u s n e s s .  R ig h te o u s 

n e s s  o r i g i n a t e s  w ith  H eaven , and a s  w i l l e d  by H eaven i s  

th e  s ta n d a r d  w ith  w hloh  th e  w orld  w i l l  becom e o r d e r ly *  The 

s ta n d a r d  o f  r ig h t e o u s n e s s  i s  o b e d ie n c e  t o  th e  w i l l  o f  H ea

v e n . O b ed ien ce  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  H eaven b r in g s  a b o u t rew a rd s;  

d is o b e d ie n c e  t o  i t ,  p u n is h m e n ts . The a n c ie n t  s a g e - k in g s  

r e v e r e d  H eaven in  th e  h ig h e s t  s p h e r e ,  w orsh ip p ed  th e  s p i r 

i t s  i n  th e  m id d le  s p h e r e ,  and in  th e  lo w er  lo v e d  th e  p e o 

p l e .  "Thereupon th e  w i l l  o f  H eaven p r o c la im e d :

A l l  t h o s e  whom I lo v e  t h e s e  lo v e  a l s o ,  
and a l l  t h o s e  whom I b e n e f i t  t h e s e  b e n e f i t  
a l s o .  T h e ir  l o v e  t o  men i s  a l l  em b rac in g  
and t h e i r  b e n e f i t  t o  men i s  m ost s u b s t a n t i a l .

And s o ,  t h e y  w ere r a i s e d  t o  th e  h on or  o f  Sons o f  H eaven and

1 * 0P« o l t *. Ch. XXVIII, p .  1 7 4 .
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e n r ic h e d  w ith  th e  h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  e m p ir e . 1

To o b s e r v e  t h e  s ta n d a r d  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s n  i s  t o  o b ey  

th e  w i l l  o f  H eaven . To o b ey  t h e  w i l l  o f  H eaven i s  t o  p r a c 

t i c e  th e  p r e c e p t s  o f  H eaven— t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  i t s  w i l l .  The 

d i c t a t e s  o f  th e  w i l l  o f  H eaven can  be r ed u o e d  t o  two funda

m en ta ls*  Love u n i v e r s a l l y ,  and b e n e f i t  o t h e r s .  Trom  th e  

r u le r  t o  th e  m a ss , h e  who o b ey s th e  w i l l  o f  H eaven , lo v in g  

u n i v e r s a l l y  and b e n e f i t i n g  o t h e r s ,  w i l l  e v e n t u a l ly  o b ta in  

rew ard sj o r  e l s e ,  p u n is h m e n ts . So d id  th e  a n c ie n t  k in g s .

The p r a c t i c e  o f  u n i v e r s a l  l o v e  i s  t h e  r ig h t  way o f  o b e y in g  

th e  w i l l  o f  H ea v en .

The m o tiv e  f o r  u n iv e r s a l  lo v e  Mo Tzu fou n d  in  o b e-  

d ie n o e  t o  t h e  d iv in e  w i l l .  I t  w as r e g a r d e d  n ot a s a  n a tu r a l  

i n s t i n c t  on t h e  p s y b h o lo g io a l  g ro u n d , b u t a s  a r e l i g i o u s  

d u ty  l o g i c a l l y  d e r iv e d  from  t h e  w i l l  o f  H eaven j u s t  l i k e  

th e  u n iv e r s a l  b r o th e rh o o d  o f  men from  t h e  u n iv e r s a l  f a t h e r 

hood o f  God. I h i l e  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  u n i v e r s a l  l o v e  c o u ld  refb rm  

s o c i e t y ,  h e  d id  b e l i e v e  i n  human sym pathy a s  C o n fu c iu s  d id ,  

b u t d e n ie d  human d i s c r im in a t io n  and g ra d ed  m o r a l i t y .  U n i

v e r s a l  l o v e  s ta n d s  f o r  th e  m a sse s ;  p a r t i a l l y  grad ed  lo v e  a s  

em bodied in  t h e  f i v e  r e l a t i o n s ,  f o r  t h e  n o b le s  o n l y .  As 

p a r t i a l i t y  a g a in s t  one a n o th e r  i s  th e  c a u se  o f  t h e  m ajor  

c a la m it ie s  i n  t h e  e m p ir e , th e n  p a r t i a l i t y  i s  w ron g . I t  m ust 

be r e p la c e d  b y  u n i v e r s a l i t y ,  w h ich  can  b e  d on e th r o u g h  th e

1# 0 P » o lt . . Ch. XXVI, p .  150 .
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g e n e r a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  u n i v e r s a l  l o v e .  I f  u n iv e r s a l  l o v e  i s  

th e  c a u se  o f th e  m ajor b e n e f i t s  in  th e  w o r ld , th e n  we m ust 

p r o c la im  u n iv e r s a l  l o v e  i s  r ig f r t .  T h e r e fo r e ,  ev er y b o d y  

m ust b e  magnanimous and a d o p t u n i v e r s a l  l o v e  a s  th e  end and  

m o tiv e  o f  co n d u ct*  So d id  th e  a n c ie n t  s a g e -k in g s *

I t  i s  n o  a c c id e n t  t h a t  a s  tw o  r i v a l  sy s te m s  o f  

th ou gh t p r a i s i n g  “a c t io n *  and b la m in g  “in a c t io n *  a l i k e ,  

C o n fu c ia n ism  and Moism became s o  in c o m p a t ib le  t h a t  t h e i r  

a n ta g o n ism  c o n t in u e d  f o r  c e n t u r i e s .  Suoh a  p r i n c ip l e  a s  

th a t  o f  u n iv e r s a l  lo v e  w ith o u t d i s c r im in a t io n  M encius con

demned a s  n o t a c k n o w le d g in g  t h e  p e c u l ia r  a f f e c t i o n  due t o  

a  f a t h e r ,   ̂ and t h e r e f o r e  d e tr im e n t a l  t o  s o c i e t y .  P ut in  

modem  w o rd s, h e  w ou ld  have c a l l e d  Mo Tzu a  “com m u n ist.*

On th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  s i d e ,  t h e i r  c o n f l i c t  was e v e n  more 

s e r io u s  th a n  t h i s *  The C o n f u c ia n i s t a , n o ta b ly  M en ciu s , 

a d v o ca ted  j u r a l  r ig o r i s m ,  d ra w in g  a  c l e a n - c u t  l i n e  b etw een  

th e  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  m o t iv e s  o f  p r o f i t  and d u ty ,  b e n e f i t  and 

r ig h te o u s n e s s *  Mo T zu ’ e e t h i c s ,  h o w ev er , iB t e l e o l o g i c a l  

and u t i l i t a r i a n *  He m erged p r o f i t  and d u ty ,  b e n e f i t  and 

r ig h t e o u s n e s s ,  i n t o  one and th e  same grou n d , and t h a t  i s  

“u t i l i t y *  (3J .) w h ich  i s  th e  c a l c u l a t e d  end  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l ’ s  

co n d u ct w ith  n e c e s s a r y  r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  g e n e r a l  w e lfa r e *

T hus, i & i l e  ta k in g  m o t iv e s  n ot s o  s e r i o u s l y  a s  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,

1 .  Works. Bk* I I I ,  P t .  I I ,  Ch*
IX, 9 .
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Ho Tzu a tte m p te d  to  r e o o n c i l e  m o r a l i t y  and l e g a l i t y  b y  

m eans o f  t h e i r  common c r i t e r i o n — th e  c o n c e p t o f  u n iv e r 

s a l  " u t i l i t y . "  S in o e  m u tu a l l o v e  a lw a y s  p r e su p p o s e s

m utual p r o f i t ,  m o r a l i t y  and p r o f i t a b i l i t y  can n ot e x i s t
*1

a p a r t  from  each  o t h e r .  T hat w h ich  i s  u n i v e r s a l l y  u s e 

f u l  i s  g o o d ; t h a t  w h ich  i s  good must be u n i v e r s a l l y  u s e 

f u l .  B eyond any d ou b t*  t h e  C o n f u o ia n is t3 would condemn 

su ch  a u n i v e r s a l  u t i l i t a r i a n i s m  a s  h e r e t i c .  "Mo T i was 

p r e ju d ic e d ,"  s a i d  Hsiin T zu , " tow ards u t i l i t y  and d id  n o t  

know t h e  e l e g a n c i e s  o f  l i f e * . . . . . I f  we c o n s id e r  th e  way o f  

l i f e  ( t a o ) from  t h e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  u t i l i t y ,  i t  w i l l  m ere-  

l y  be s e e k in g  p r o f i t .  '

P r i n c i p l e s  o f  P o l i t i c a l  C o n t r o l . -  "Love u n iv e r 

s a l l y ,  and b e n e f i t  o t h e r s ."  I f  t h e s e  had b e e n  m eans o f  

c o n t r o l  fo u n d ed  on th e  w i l l  o f  Ileavon and p r a c t i c e d  b y  

th e  a n c ie n t  s a g e -K in g s  a t  a l l ,  th e y  be a p p l ic a b le  in

governm ent and b r in g  b e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  c o u n tr y  and t h e  p eo 

p l e .  S in c e  i t  i s  n o t  f a t e  b u t th e  c o n s c io u s  w i l l  o f  H eaven  

th a t  g o v e r n s  th e  w o r ld , t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  a  c o u n tr y  j u s t  

a s  t h e  s u o o e s s  o f  an in d iv id u a l  i s  due t o  o b e d ie n c e  t o  th e  

w i l l  o f  H ea v e n .

I f  t h e  govern m en t d o e s  n o t  know th e  p r o p e r  s ta n d a r d  

o f  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  or if>  i t  d o e s  n o t  o b se r v e  i t  ev en  th o u g h

1 .  L ia n g  C h ' i - c h 'a o  b r o u g h t t h i s  p o in t  o u t  v e r y  d e a r l y
i n  h i s  H is t o r y  o f  C h in ese  P o l i t i c a l  T hought (L . T . Chen* s  
t r . ,  p.-TCTT-------------------------------- a=~

2 . W orks,  X X I, 5 .
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i t  knows i t ,  t r o u b le  i s  bound t o  e n s u e .  Uhat s h o u ld  b e  

ta k e n  o s  t h e  p r o p e r  s ta n d a r d  o f  govern m ent?  n e i t h e r  th e  

p a r e n ts  n o r  th e  t e a c h e r  n o r  th e  r u l e r  b u t th e  w i l l  o f  

H eaven , and t h a t  i s  r ig h t e o u s n e s s  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  d o c 

t r i n e  o f  u n i v e r s a l i t y ,  and n o t  f o r c e ,  w h ich  i s  t h e  b a s i s  

o f  govern m en t in  t h e  d o c t r in e  o f  p a r t i a l i t y *  T h u s, Mo Tsu  

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  w i l l  o f  H eaven a s  t h e  r ig h t e o u s  s ta n d a r d  

o f  a l l  p r i n c i p l e s  and p o l i c i e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a d m in is t r a t io n  

" ju s t  a s  th e  w h e e lw r ig h t  u s e s  h i s  co m p a sses a s  a s ta n d a r d  

and th e  o a r p e n te r  u s e s  h i s  sq u a r e ."  1

The c e n t r a l  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  w is e  r u le r  l i e s  i n  th e  

m a in ten a n ce  o f  o r d e r  among t h e  p e o p le  an d  t h e  a v o id a n c e  o f  

c o n f u s io n  in  t h e  w o r ld .  To do t h i s ,  h e  m ust u n i f y  th e  

s ta n d a r d s  and v ie w p o in t s  p r e v a i l i n g  among th e  p e o p le *  How,

t h i s  can b e  d o n e , a c c o r d in g  t o  Mo T su , o n ly  b y  f o l lo w in g
2

th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  *i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w ith  th e  s u p e r io r ,"  

w hloh i s  th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  g o v ern m en t. As a  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  

t h e o r i s t ,  Ho Tsu t r a o e d  th e  o r i g i n  o f  k in g s h ip  t o  th e  o h o io e  

o f  t h e  w i s e  and v i r t u o u s  b y  H eaven i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a t e .  In  

th e  b e g in n in g  o f  human l i f e ,  vtien th e r e  w as y e t  la w  and go

vern m en t, ev er y b o d y  th o u g h t  o f  h i s  v ie w p o in t  a s  r i g h t  and  

conform ed t o  h i s  own s ta n d a r d  w h i le  d is p r o v in g  t h o s e  o f  

o t h e r s ,  i h e r e  w as c o n s ta n t  s t r i f e  and d is o r d e r  in  t h e  ab

s e n c e  o f  a  r u l e r  who c o u ld  u n i f y  t h e i r  id e a s  and p a t t e r n s .

l " o p .P i t * . Ch XXVIII, p .  1 7 0 . 2 .  ^



~ 313 -

Therefore, Heaven ohoao the id ee and v irtuous In the  

world, charging him w ith  the duty of keeping the people 

in  order* "What the super ley  th inks to  he r ig h t a l l  sh a ll  

think to  he r ig h t) Kiat the superior th inks to  he wrong 

a l l  s h a ll  think to  he wrong*••To id e n t ify  one’ s s e l f  with  

the superior and not to  u n ite  one's s e l f  w ith h is  subor

d inates— th is  i s  what deserves encouragement from above 

and p ra ise  from below* Or e l s e . l £ _ i s .  rah a t deserves punish

ment from above and condemnation from below*" 1 The high

e s t  superior i s  Heaven* T herefore, the r u ler  must id e n t ify  

the p eo p le --th e ir  standards—w ith the w i l l  o f Heaven vfttlle 

h im self con stan tly  keeping an a le r t  eye on th e w il l  of the  

unspoiled  mass in  Which the w i l l  of Heaven i s  embodied*

As to  how to  make the people id e n t ify  them selves 

with th e ir  su p erior , Ho Tzu propounded on the part o f  the
o

ru ler the p r in c ip le s  o f a ltruism  sand u tilita r ia n ism s

Whoever orders h is  people to  id e n t ify  
them selves w ith th e ir  superior must lo v e  
then dearly* fo r  the people w i l l  not obey 
orders exoept when th ey  are ordered with  
lo v e  and held in  oonfldenee* Lead them 
with wealth and honor ahead, and push them 
with Just punishment from behind*

The chaotic cond ition  was again due to  want o f  mutual

Op*olt*» Ch. XI* p . 60, I t a l i c s  mine* 
2* ib id *. Ch. X III, pp. 83-84*
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lo v e , and therefore I t  oould be a lte r e d  by the way o f  

u niversa l love and mutual aid* He dho lo v es others i e  

loved by o th ers, he who b e n e f its  others i s  b en efited  by 

others* Any superior must encourage u n iversa l love and 

mutual aid with rewards and oommendations and threaten  

i t s  reverse with punishments•

U niversal love Is  the way o f the sage-k lngs*

I t  i s  the b asis  o f peaoe and order, and the route to  ab- 

so lu te  e ^ ia l l t y  though not to  absolute freedom, Thare-
i

fo r e , Mo Tsu so ld i

The gentleman would do w ell to  under
stand and p ra c tise  mutual lo v e) then he 
would be graoicus as a r u le r , lo y a l as a 
m in ister , b en efio ien t as a fa th e r , f i l i a l  
as a son , courteous a s  an elder brother, 
and r e sp e c tih l a s  a younger brother* S o , 
i f  the gentleman d e s ir e s  to  be a gracious 
r u le r , a lo y a l m in is te r , a b en efio ien t f a 
th e r , a f i l i a l  son, a courteous e ld er  bro
th er , and a r e sp e c tfu l younger brother, 
u n iversa l love must be practiced* I t  i s  
the way of the sage-k in gs and the great 
b le ss in g  o f  th e  people*

I t  i s  from universal lo v e  that the ru ler  d erives h is  prin- 

o ip le s  of governing th e people* f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  i t  i s  h is  

task  to  promote the w ise and good with rewards and threat

en th e  wioked w ith  punishments* Anybody, however c lo s e ly

1 * Q p*oit. . Ch* XVI, p* IOC* Even only from th is  passage 
we can see  Xenoius* o r itio iem  o f  Mo Tsu* a doctrine  
o f u n iversa l lo v e  i s  not r ig i t*  - ( y .  Supra, p»3lO )A



-  315 *

r e l a t e d  t o  h im , i f  n o t  v i r t u o u s  a t  a l l ,  B u st be v i s i t e d  

w ith  p e n a lty *  On t h e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  v i r t u o u s ,  b e  h e  a  

s t r o n g e r  t o  th e  r u l e r ,  m ust b e  e x a l t e d  w it h  no d i s c r im i 

n a t io n  a g a in s t  h i s  h a n d ic a p *  T h is  i s  what Mo T su term ed  

th e  '‘e x a l t a t i o n  o f  th e  v i r t u o u s ."  1

T h erefrom  f o l lo w s  h i s  t e a c h in g  th e  r u l e r  how to  

b e n e f i t  th e  p e o p le  • The a e g o -k in g ,  a s  h e  s a i d ,  w ould e c o 

nom ize a l l  e x p e n s e s  in  o rd er  n ot t o  l e v y  h e a v y  t a x e s  from  

t h e  p e o p le ,  c u t t i n g  out a l l  e x p e n d it u r e s  t o  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  in 

e v i t a b l e  n e e d s ,  and  S p en d in g  n o  money and e n e r g y  t h a t  d o e s  

not b r in g  a d d i t io n a l  u t i l i t y  t o  a l l *  He w ould n o t  w age an y  

o f f e n s i v e  war n o t o n ly  th a t  i t  i s  w a s t e f u l  but a l s o  t h a t  i t  

i s  u n r ig h te o u s  a s  d ir e c t e d  a g a in s t  th e  w i l l  o f  H eaven* B u t  

K in gs T’ a n g  and flh s ta g e d  r e b e l l i o u s  w ars a g a in s t  t y r a n t s ,  

and Tfii s u p p r e s s e d  t h e  w i l d  t r i b e s  who had c a u se d  d is o r d e r s *
2

What t h e y  d id ,  Mo Tzu c a l l e d  n o t  " a tta c k *  b u t "punishm ent*—  

p u n ish m en t b y  th e  w i l l  o f  H eaven*

P i n a l l y ,  from  t h e  s t r i c t l y  u t i l i t a r i a n  s ta n d p o in t  

h e oond en ned  b o th  r i t e s  snd m u sic*  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  th e  

w e a lth  o f  t h e  in d iv id u a l  and p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  c o u n tr y  can  

b e  in c r e a s e d ,  w a s t e f u l  e x p e n d it u r e s  f o r  e la b o r a t e  f u n e r a l  

and e x te n d e d  m ourn in g  o u s t  b e  saved *  I f  s p i r i t s  and g i o s t s

U *  f -
2 .  T O .P it . .  O h. X U ,  p .  1 2 1 .
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a re  n o t  b e l i e v e d  I n ,  s a c r i f i c e s  and c e r e m o n ie s  a r e  non

s e n s e ;  i f  t h e y  a r e  b e l i e v e d  i n ,  e x tr a v a g a n c e  I s  n o t  n e c e 

s s a r y .  S in c e  r o o s t s  a r e  r e a l ,  s a o r i f io e s a n d  c e r e m o n ie s  

are  o n ly  bo su c h  n e e d e d  a s  en ou gh  t o  e x p r e s s  o n e* s b e l i e f  

in  them* S i m i l a r l y ,  i f  r i t e s  can  n o t  b r in g  a d d i t io n a l  

b e n e f i t s  t o  th e  p e o p le ,  how much l e s s  w i l l  m ueio do? n o t 

w ith s ta n d in g  i t s  c o n t in u a l  d ev e lo p m en t s in c e  th e  d a y s  o f  

t h e  a n c ie n t  s a g e - k i n g s ,  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  th e  r u l e t  th e  more 

e la b o r a t e  m u sic  th e  r u l e r  h a s ,  th e  l e s s  e f f i c i e n t  govern 

ment h e  d o e s *  What t h e  p e o p le  are  i n  th e  w o r s t  n e e d  o f  

i s  f o o d ,  o l o t h i n g ,  s h e l t e r ,  and r e s t *  To t h e s e  t h in g s  

m u sic  i s  o f  n o  u s e ;  o f  them  i t  T i l l  d e p r iv e  th e  p e o p le *

The same i s  tr u e  w i t h  e th e r  f i n e  a r t s *  T h e r e fo r e ,  i t  i s  

wrong f o r  a  r u le r  to  em p loy  r i t e s  mid m u sic  a s  in s tr u m e n ts  

o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l*  T h is  v ie w  o f  Mo Txu a s  s o  su c h  opp os

ed  to  m a t e r ia l  r e f in e m e n ts  and c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s ,  Hsdn Txu 

condemned a s  " o b sc u r a n tism ,"  1 mad com pared t h i s  fo u n d e r  

o f  u n iv e r s a l  a l t r u is m  and u t i l i t a r i a n i s m  t o  "a b l in d  man 

r e g a r d in g  s h i t e  end b la d e " , o r  t o  "a  d e a f  man r e g a r d in g  h a »

mony and n o i s e ,"  in  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  w ay (t a o ) ~  th e  way
2

to order*

1* Works* XIX, 1 8 .
2 .  S E P ,  XX, a«
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F. Legalism under im perial Despotism—Kung-aun Yang

Legalism versus M oralism in  p ra c tic e* - Meet ty p ica l  

of the l e g a l i s t  8«hool in  anoient China was Kung-Bun Yang— 

popularly c a lle d  Lord Change the g rea test l e g i s t  both in  

theory and in  p ractice*  His l i f e  presented a dramatic ao- 

count of the in tera c tio n  between ind iv id ual and community} 

h is  work a desperate stru gg le  of lega lism  against moral ism. 

In the S ta te  of T s 'in  * Which he transformed from an in s ig 

n if ic a n t  fr o n tie r  country in to  the stron gest power among 

the warring s ta t e s ,  and, in  f a c t ,  which alone could allow

1 . The s ta te  o f T s 'in , being secluded to th e  north-western  
borders of China Proper, had certa in  advantages as w ell 
as disadvantages over the » at o f  th e  warring sta te s*
As the tr a d itio n a l p o lic y  of the Chinese towards the sur
rounding barbarous tr ib e s  preferred swmiwllaticm through 
c iv i l i s a t io n  and interm arriage to  is o la t io n , extermina
t io n , and enslavement, i t  was q u ite  natural th a t w ithin  
the S ta te  of Ts’ in , while die barbarians were as yet 
a ss im ila ted , orthodox Chinese cu ltu ra l creeds were not 
w ell follow ed up by those people througi whose vein s a* 
l i e n  blood was running In considerable •Wnount' -  Conse
q uently , for  centuries the people had been locked down 
upon as sem i-barbaric* With the death o f  Duke Mu (659- 
621 B* C .) who had elevated  T s'in  to the le v e l  o f th e  
Lord F roteotor, the national p rosp erity  was a t  i t s  ebb 
e s p e c ia lly  because a s e r ie s  o f  in tern a l d isturbances 
took place* Coming in to  the period o f  th e  warring S ta te s ,  
T s'in  was s t i l l  d iscrim inated against as an obscurantist*  
When th e  ab le and a sb lt io u s  Duke Hsiao (361-338 B* C*) 
began to  ru le  over the se m i-c iv iliz e d  te r r ito r y  e caroely  
populated w ith sturdy farming p eop le , he a t once issu ed  
in  ex cess  of resentment an order to th e e f f e c t  that who
ever could enrlSh and strengthen h is  country by means o f  
some c lev er  stratagems should be awarded f i e f  and rank*
I t  was en such a tim ely  occasion that Hung-sun Yang 
(? -£ •  336 B. C.) rushed, in  361 B* C*, to  the need o f  
him and la id  down the b a s is  o f the la t e r  supremacy o f T s'in .
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him  t o  c a r r y  s t r i c t  l e g a l i s m  in t o  p r a c t i c e ,  * h e  w as an  

a l i e n  b y  b i r t h s  h e  w as b o r n  a  d e sc e n d a n t o f  th e  fa m ily  

o f  Wei* In. h i s  y o u th  h e  in d u lg e d  i n  th e  s t u d y  o f  c r im i

n a l  la w  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  and l a t e r  •  e r r e d  K ung-ahu T so , t h e  

m in i s t e r  o f  L ia n g - e e l*  The l a t t e r  c l e a r l y  r e c o g n iz e d  h i e

a b i l i t y ,  and from  h i s  d e a th -b e d  h e  recomm ended t o  K ing
. 2

Hui (3 7 0 -3 1 9  B* C*) t h e  p r o m is in g  young man a s  h i s  

s u c c e s s o r  W hile  i n s i s t e n t l y  t e l l i n g  t h e  k in g  t h a t  Yang, 

m ust b e  em p loyed  o th e r w is e  n o t  a l lo w e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  coun

t r y *  Such a  f a r - s i g h t e d  c o u n s e l ,  h o w e r e r , s t r u c k  th e  s e l f -  

s e e k in g  r u le r  a s  n o n se n se *  Re n e i t h e r  a p p o in te d  Yang s t a t e  

c o u n c i l l o r  n or  p u t him  t o  d e a th *

ITo so o n e r  th an  h i s  p a tr o n  K ung-shu T zo had d ie d ,  

K ung-sun Yang h e a r d  o f  t h e  order i s s u e d  by Duke H o iao  o f  

Ts’i n ,  i n v i t i n g  t h e  c a p a b le  men th r o u ^ io u t  t h e  c o u n tr y , in  

carder t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  h e r i t a g e  o f  Duke l iu , and t o  r e c o v e r  

th e  l o s t  t e r r i t o r y  i n  t h e  e a s t *  Im m e d ia te ly  h e  made h i s  m y  

w estw ard  t o  T s ’ i n  and th r o u g h  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  C hing  

C h ie n , a  f a v o r i t e  o f  th e  d u k e , had an s u d ie n o e  w ith  him * At 

th e  d o s e  o f  t h r e e  i n t e r v i e w s ,  Yang won p e r f e c t  c o n f id e n c e

1* C e r ta in  p o i n t s  o f  s i m i l a r i t y  b e tw e en  th e  S t a t e  of T s ’ i n  
and th e  p e a s a n t  s t a t e  o f  a n c ie n t  Rome c o n f ir m  t h a t  l e g a l i s m  
i s  a lw a y s  p r e fe r r e d  or d e v e lo p e d  on a c c o u n t  o f  i t s  e n fo r c e 
a b i l i t y  among a  group  o f  p e o p le  c o n t a in in g  h e te r o g e n e o u s  
e le m e n ts ,  on a c co u n t o f  i t s  c o m m u n ic a b ility  in  an e m p ir e -  
b u i ld in g  n a t io n ,  and w ith  i t s  u n ifo r m  co m p u ls io n  e a s i l y  
a c c e p te d  b y  t h e  i l l i t e r a t e ,  i g n o r a n t ,  h a r d y , and r i g i d  la w -  
a b id in g  m ass*
2* In  f a c t  Hui d id  n o t  b e a r  th e  t i t l e  o f  k in g  b e f o r e  335  
B . 0*
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from  th e  d u k e , who m ean w h ile  t r u s t e d  him  w ith  a l l  s t a t e  a f 

f a i r s .  On i n i t i a t i n g  t h e  s t r o n g  p o l i c y ,  he s u c c e e d e d  i n  r e 

f u t in g  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  t r a d i t i o n a l i s m  h e ld  by Kan Lung and 

Tu C h ih , tw o o ld e r  m i n i s t e r s ,  and  c o n v in c in g  Duke H sia o  o f  

th e  n e o e s s i t y  o f  r a d ic a l  c h a n g e s  in  t h e  la w  and o f  th e  ad

v a n ta g e  in  a d o p t in g  s t r i c t  l e g a l i s m .  F i n a l l y  K ung-sun Yang 

f ix e d  t h e  m andate T h ereb y t h e  la w s  were a l t e r e d :  *

He o rd ered  th e  p e o p le  t o  b e  o r g a n iz e d  
in t o  g ro u p s o f  f i v e s  and t e n s  m u tu a lly  to  
c o n t r o l  one a n o th e r  and t o  sh a r e  one ano
t h e r ' s  p u n ish m e n ts . W hoever d id  n o t d en ou n ce  
a  c u l p r i t  would be c u t  in  tw o ; w hoever d e
nou nced  a c u l p r i t  w ould  r e c e i v e  th e  same 
rew ard a s h e ,  who d e c a p i t a t e d  an enemy; who
e v er  c o n c e a le d  a c u l p r i t  w ould  r e c e iv e  th e  
same p u n ish m en t a s  h e ,  who su r r e n d e r e d  t o  an  
enem y. P e o p le ,  who had tw o m a le s  or  more 
( i n  t h e  f a m i l y ) ,  w ith o u t  d i v i d i n g  th e  h o u se 
h o ld ,  had t o  pay d o u b le  t a x e s .  T h o se , who 
had m i l i t a r y  m e r i t ,  a l l  r e c e iv e d  t i t l e s  from  
th e  r u l e r ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  a  h ie r a r c h ic  l a d d e r .  
T h o se , who had p r iv a t e  q u a r r e l s ,  w ere pun
i s h e d  a c c o r d in g  to  t h e  s e v e r i t y  o f  t h e i r  o f 
f e n c e .  G reat and a n a l1 had t o  oocupy them
s e l v e s ,  w ith  u n i t e d  f o r c e ,  w ith  t h e  fu n d a 
m en ta l o c c u p a t io n  o f  t i l l i n g  and w e a v in g , 
and th o s e  who p rod u ced  a  la r g e  q u a n t i t y  o f  
g r a in  or s i l k ,  were exem p ted  from  fo r c e d  l a 
b o r .  T h o se , who o c c u p ie d  th e m s e lv e s  w ith  s e 
co n d a ry  s o u r c e s  o f p r o f i t ,  and t h o s e  who 
w ere p oor  th ro u g h  l a z i n e s s ,  w ere ta k e n  a s  
s l a v e s .  T hose of th e  p r i n c e l y  f a m i ly ,  who 
had no m i l i t a r y  m e r i t ,  c o u ld  n o t  be r eg a rd ed  
a s  b e lo n g in g  t o  th e  p r i n o e ly  c l a n .  He made 
c l e a r  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  b e tw een  h ig h  and lo w ,  
and b etw een  th e  v a r io u s  r a n k s  and d e g r e e s ,  
e a c h  a c c o r d in g  to  i t s  p la o e  in  t h e  h ie r a r c h y .  
He a p p o r t io n e d  f i e l d s ,  h o u s e s ,  s e r v a n t s ,  c o n -

1 .  Ssu-raa C h ' ie n ,  H i s t o r i c a l  R e c o r d s ,  L X V III, t r .  by J .  J .  
L . Duyvendak i n  h i s  The &ook o f  Lord Shang (C h. I I ,  S e c .
2 ,  A ) .
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o u b in e s ,  and o l o t h e s ,  a l l  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  a c 
c o r d in g  t o  th e  f a m i l i e s .  T h o se , who had  
m e r i t ,  were d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b y  h o n o r s , w h i le  
t h o s e  who had no m e r i t ,  th ou gh  th e y  m ight 
b e r i c h ,  had n o  g lo r y  w h a te v e r .

To c a r r y  su ch  s t r i c t  l e g a l i s m  in t o  p r a c t i c e ,  Yang p roved  

b e f o r e  th e  p e o p le  o f  T s ’ i n  th e  good f a i t h  in  f u l f i l l i n g  a l l  

p r o m ise s  o f  rew ard s and t h r e a t s  o f  p e n a l t i e s ,  When th e  

Crown P r in c e  in f r in g e d  th e  la w , h e  s a id  t o  t h e  duke: * I t

i s  ow ing t o  t h e  in f r in g e m e n t s  o f  th e  h ig h ly  p la c e d ,  th a t  

th e  law  i s  n o t  c a r r ie d  o u t .  We s h a l l  a p p ly  th e  la w  t o  th e  

Crown P r in c e ?  a s ,  h o w ev er , he i s  Your H ig h n e s s ’ s  h e i r ,  we 

can n ot s u b j e c t  him  t o  c a p i t a l  p u n ish m e n t. L et h i s  t u t o r ,  

P r in c e  Ch’ i e n ,  b e  p u n ish e d  and h i s  t e a c h e r ,  K ung-sun C hia  

be b ra n d ed . * * The e n f o r o e a b i l i t y  and u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  th e

la w  was now o b v io u s .  T herefrom  th e  e f f i c a c y  o f  l e g a l i s m  f o l -
2

lo w ed :

The f o l lo w in g  d a y , t h e  p e o p le  o f  T s ’ in  
a l l  h a s te n e d  i n t o  t h e  la w .  'h e n  i t  had b e e n  
i n  f o r c e  f o r  t e n  y e a r s ,  th e  p e o p le  o f  T s ’ in  
g r e a t l y  r e j o i c e d :  t h in g s  dropped on th e  road
w ere n o t p ic k e d  up? i n  t h e  m o u n ta in s t h e r e  
w ere n o  r o b b e r s?  f a m i l i e s  w ere s e l f - s u p p o r t 
i n g ,  and p e o p le  had p le n ty ?  th e y  were b r a v e  
in  p u b l ic  w a r fa re  and t im id  in  q u a r r e ls ,  and  
g r e a t  o r d e r  p r e v a i l e d  th r o u g h o u t th e  c o u n t r y  
s id e  and in  th e  to w n s . Prom among t h o s e  o f  
th e  p e o p le  o f  T s ’ i n ,  who had a t  f i r s t  e a id  
t h a t  th e  m an d ates w ere I n a p p r o p r ia te ,  some 
came t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  m an d ates were a p p r o p r i
a t e .

1 . 2 .  Ib id .



Nobody was p e r m it te d  t o  d i s c u s s  th e  m and ates*  A l l  th e  c r i 

t i c s  o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  la w  were condem ned a s  d i e o r d e r ly  and  

t h e r e f o r e  b a n ish e d  t o  t h e  f r o n t i e r s .  T h ereu p on , none o f  th e  

p e o p le  d ared  to  d i s c u s s  th e  m an d ates an y  more*

le g a l i s m  v e r s u s  M oral ism  in  T h eo ry *—  The u l t im a t e  

g o a l  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  T s ’ i n ,  a e  fo r m u la te d  by K ung-sun Y ang, 

was th e  c o n q u e s t  o f t h e  w h ole  a n p ir e ,  A 11-u nd er-H eaven *

S in c e  h e  had s u o o e s s f t r l ly  c a r v e d  a  new en v iro n m en t in  T s ’ in
\

where h i s  a b i l i t y  c o u ld  be p r a c t i c e d  and h i m s e l f  r e a l i z e d ,  

he became e n t i r e l y  d e v o te d  t o  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  th e  r ig h t  way 

to  an im p e r ia l  o r d e r  u n d er  T s ’ i n ’ s  d e s p o t is m . To m a in ta in  

u n ifo r m ity  o f  p u rp o se  w h ich  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  th e  a tta in m e n t  

o f  su p rem acy , he a lw a y s  k e p t  th e  a o t u a l  c o n d i t io n s  o f  l i f e  

i n  v iew *  To h im , c o n q u e s t  i s  th e  m o st im m ed iate  and t h e r e 

f o r e  th e  n e c e s s a r y  s t e p  t o  t h e  a tta in m e n t  o f  suprem acy in  

th e  w orld *  But c o n q u e s t  n e e d s  arms and food *  T h e r e fo r e ,  

i t  i s  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  f o r e i g n  c o n q u e s t  t h a t  th e  S ta te  o f  

T s’ in  m ust be e n r ic h e d  and s tr e n g th e n e d *  The s e c r e t  o f  th e  

adm ini s t r a t i  on o f  a  c o u n tr y  l i e s  in  th e  e x a m in a tio n  o f  w hat 

i a  e s s e n t i a l ,  and t h a t  he f in d s  i n  f a m i n g  and f ig h t in g *  

Though a g r i c u l t u r e  i n v o l v e s  h a r d s h ip s  and war d a n g e r s ,  i f  

th e  p r o f i t  s p r in g s  from  th e  s o i l ,  t h e  p e o p le  w i l l  u s e  t h e i r  

s t r e n g t h  on t h e  farm s t o  t h e  f u l l ;  i f  fame com es from  w ar , 

th e n  t h e y  w i l l  f i g h t  t o  d e a th *  ’’T h e r e fo r e  my t e a c h i n g ,” 

s a id  K ung-sun Y ang, " is  t o  i s s u e  su ch  o r d e r s  t h a t  p e o p le ,  i f  

t h e y  a r e  d e s ir o u s  o f  p r o f i t ,  can  a t t a i n  t h e i r  a im , o n ly  by
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a g r ic u l t u r e ,  and i f  t h e y  want t o  a v o id  harm , can o n ly  e s c a p e  

i t  b y  w ar."  1 T h u s, l e g a l i s m  i s  t h e  o n ly  way m i l i t a r i s m  and  

p h y s io c r a c y  c a n  be prom oted*
O

The b a B is  o f  t h e  c o u n tr y  and th e  r u l e r  i s  f o r c e *

The governm ent and th e  p e o p le  a r e  t h e  tw o r e l a t i v e  f a c t o r s  

o f t h e  s t a t e *  " I f  th e  p e o p le  are  s t r o n g e r  th a n  th e  g o v e r n 

m en t, t h e  s t a t e  i s  weak} I f  t h e  governm ent i s  s t r o n g e r  th a n
3

th e  p e o p le ,  t h e  army i s  s tr o n g * "  T h e r e fo r e ,  s t r e n g t h  an 

th e  p a r t  o f  th e  p e o p le  sh o u ld  be p rod u ced  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  

th e  s t a t e *  T h is  c a n  b e  don e o n ly  b y  means o f  co m p u lso ry  la w s*  

In  o rd er  t o  m a in ta in  t h e  e n f o r c in g  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  la w ,  

th e  s t a t e  m ust c e n t r a l i z e  p o w er , c u r t a i l  th e  ham pering p r i 

v i l e g e s  o f  th e  p o w e r fu l n o b l e s ,  and d is p e n s e  w ith  a l l  c u l 

t u r a l  p u r s u i t s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  th e  p e o p le  s o  th a t  t h e y  w i l l  

n ot t a l k  about th e  la w  and a c t  a c c o r d in g  to  p r iv a t e  m oral 

s ta n d a r d s*  H en ce , governm ent n o t b y  v i r t u e ,  b u t b y  f o r c e *

In th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  a  c o u n tr y  i t  i s  im p e r a t iv e  

th a t  l e g a l i s m  s u p e r s e d e  m ora l ism , and m i l i t a r i s m  o u l t u r a l -  

i s m . In  o rd er  t h a t  th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  c o u n tr y  can  b e  con

s o l i d a t e d ,  th e  r u l e r  m u st make th e  p e o p le  ob ey  a l l  la w s*

But u n l e s s  t h e y  a r e  s im p le  and ig n o r a n t ,  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  l i k e l y  

t o  k eep  d i s c u s s i n g  o r d e r s  and c r i t i c i z i n g  law s*  S o p h i s t i 

c a te d  p e o p le  a r e  n o t  o b e d ie n t  and n o t  e a s y  t o  o o n tr o l*  R lte B ,  

m o r a ls ,  m u s ic , and f i n e  c lo t h in g  a lw a y s  d i s t r a c t  t h e  p e o p l e d

1* The Book o f  Lard Shanct* p a r .  25* 11  b . p .  326*
2 .  O T a ‘.T T T  a* n . ’T S S *  a .  l b l d - r p k r .  2 0 ,  3a ,  p . 3 0 3 .
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a t t e n t i o n  from  t h e i r  d a i l y  work* In t h e s e  t h i n g s  p e o p le  con

sume t o o  much and n e v e r  p rod u ce*  T h e r e fo r e , K ung-sun Yang 

en u m era tes s i x  p a r a s i t i c  f u n c t io n s  in  a  s t a t e  w h ich  h e  c o n 

demns a s  " s ix  l i c e t "  c a r e  f o r  o ld  a g e ,  l i v i n g  on o t h e r s ,  

b e a u ty , l o v e ,  a m b it io n  and v ir t u o u s  co n d u ct*  * "In adm in

i s t r a t i n g  a  c o u n tr y ,"  h e  a f f ir m e d , “one sh o u ld  v a lu e  s i n g l e -  

m in d ed n ess o f  th e  p e o p le s  i f  t h e y  a re  s in g le - m in d e d , th e y  

are  s im p le ,  and b e in g  B irap le , th e y  farm s i f  th e y  fa rm , th e y

e a s i l y  becom e d i l i g e n t ,  and b e in g  d i l i g e n t ,  t h e y  become
q

r ic h ."  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  i f  in  a  c o u n tr y  th e r e  a r e  r i t e s ,

m u s ic , o d e a , h i s t o r y ,  v i r t u e ,  m oral c u l t u r e ,  f i l i a l  p i e t y ,

f r a t e r n a l  r e g a r d , i n t e g r i t y  and s o p h i s t r y ,  t h e  p e o p le  w i l l

be s t r o n g e r  th a n  th e  governm ent and th e  r u l e r  ca n n o t make

them f i g h t *  Any c o u n tr y  g o v ern ed  by t h e s e  te n  t h in g s  i s

doomed t o  dism em berm ent*

F or K ung-sun Y ang, j u s t  a s  f o r  Thomas H ob b es, law

(f a ) i s  n o t s u b o r d in a te  to  m o r a ls  (JLJ.) but m ust s u p e r s e d e

i t *  M o r a l ity  ca n n o t b e  t a u g h t ;  t h e r e f o r e  m oral r u le  c a n n o t  
4

h o ld  t

“The b e n e v o le n t  may b e  b e n e v o le n t  tow ard s  
o t h e r s ,  b u t c a n n o t c a u s e  o th e r s  t o  b e  b en e 
v o l e n t ;  th e  r ig h t e o u s  may lo v e  o t h e r s ,  b u t  
ca n n o t c a u s e  o t h e r s  t o  lo v e * "  From t h i s  I

Op* c l t * . par*  4 ,  11 a ,  p .  2 9 7 .
2 . Ib l<r.»  p a r . 8 ,  2  a ,  p .  2 3 6 .
3 .  T̂bjTjjT., par*  4 ,  11 b ,  p* 1 9 9 .
4* Ib id  *» p ar*  1 8 ,  11 a - l l  b , p p . 2 9 3 -2 9 4 .



know t h a t  b e n e v o le n c e  and r lg h t e o u a n e s s  a r e  
n o t s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  g o v e r n in g  t h e  e m p ir e .

A g a in , i t  i s  th e  same c o n v ic t io n  c h e r ie h e d  b y  th e a e  two  

l e g i s t s  t h a t  a l l  m o r a ls  w h atever  holds w e l l  w i ly  where t h e r e  

i a  la w  p r e v a i l in g *  In  t h e  f o l lo w in g  p a s s a g e  K ung-sun Yang 

makes a  g r e a t  c h a l le n g e  t o  rn y  m o r a l i s t s  *

'That i s  c a l l e d  r ig h t e o u s n e s s  i s  titien  m in
i s t e r s  a r e  l o y a l ,  s o n s  f i l i a l ,  when th e r e  
a r e  p r o p e r  c e r e m o n ie s  b etw een  j u n io r s  and  
s e n i o r s ,  and d i s t i n c t i o n s  b e tw een  men and  
Yeomen, when a h u n gry  man e a t s ,  and a  d y in g  
man l i v e s ,  n o t im p r o p e r ly , but o n ly  in  a c 
c o r d a n c e  w ith  r ig h t e o u s n e s s .  T h is ,  h o w ev er , 
i s  th e  c o n s ta n t  c o n d i t i o n ,  when t h e r e  i s  
la w . A s a g e - k in g  d o e s  n o t v a lu e  r ig h t e o u s 
n e s s ,  b u t v a lu e b  th e  la w .

T h us, la w  i s  th e  o n ly  s o u r c e  o f m o r a ls .  The o n ly  v i r t u e  w hich  

th e  p e o p le  can  be proud  o f ,  i a  o b e d ie n c e  t o  la w ,  and t h a t  

v ir t u e  i n  o r ig i n  h a s  n o th in g  t o  do w ith  m o r a ls  a t  a l l .  K ay, 

a l l  v i r t u e  r a th e r  o r ig i n a t e s  in  p u n is h m e n ts . "Punishm ent 

p ro d u ces  f o r o e ,  f o r c e  p r o d u c e s  s t r e n g t h ,  s t r e n g t h  p r o d u c e s

aw e, awe p r o d u c e s  v i r t u e *  V ir tu e  h a s  i t s  o r ig in  in  p u n is h -
o

m e n t s .u The u l t im a t e  m o t iv e  o f  a l l  s o c i a l  c o n d u ct m ust 

th e n  be th e  s e n s e  o f  f e a r *  I f  s o ,  l e g a l i t y  l a  th e  o r ig i n  

of m o r a l i t y .

Law i s  n o t o n ly  th e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  p r i n c i p l e  d e t e r 

m in in g  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  th e  p e o p le  b u t a l s o  t h e  b a s i s  o f  g o v e r n -
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m ent* I t  i s  t h e  s o l e  o b j e c t i v e ,  im p e r so n a l s ta n d a r d  t o  

w h ich  a l l  o o n d u ct m ust conform * S in c e  th e  p e o p le  are  s i n 

g le -m in d e d  and ig n o r a n t ,  o n ly  th e  r u l e r  i s  g iv e n  f u l l  l e g i s 

l a t i v e  a u t h o r i t y ,  th o  i s  a c c o r d in g ly  t h e  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e ,  

suprem e J u d g e , and s o l e  l e g i s l a t o r  a t  t h e  same t im e .  But 

in  a c t u a l  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  K u n g-sun  Yang draw s a  sh a rp  d i s 

t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  la w  o f f i c e r s  and e x e c u t iv e  o f f i c i a l s .  T.?hen 

Duke H s ia o  a sk e d  him  how t o  make a l l  governm ent s e r v a n t s  

and p e o p le  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n tr y  u n d e r s ta n d  c l e a r l y  th e  

la w s  and a p p ly  them  rig$rt a f t e r  t h e i r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  he s a id  

in  r e p ly :  *

T h ere  sh o u ld  be i n s t i t u t e d ,  f o r  th e  la v /s ,  
governm ent o f f i c e r s ,  who a r e  a b l e  t o  under
s ta n d  th e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  d e c r e e s  and who 
sh o u ld  b e  th e  r e g u la t o r s  o f  t h e  em p ire*  Then  
th e y  sh o u ld  m e m o r ia liz e  t h e  Son o f  H eaven , 
w hereupon th e  Son o f  H eaven w ould p e r s o n a l ly  
p r e s id e  o v er  th e  la w  and p r o m u lg a te  i t *  A ll  
sh o u ld  th e n  i s s u e  t o  t h e i r  i n f e r i o r s  th e  man
d a t e s  t h e y  r e c e i v e d ,  and t h e  la w  o f f i c e r s  
sh o u ld  p r e s id e  p e r s o n a l l y  ov er  t h e  la w  and 
p r o m u lg a te  i t *  When p e o p le  v e n tu r e  t o  n e
g l e c t  p r a c t i c i n g  t h e  i t e m s ,  named in  th e  p ro 
m u lg a t io n s  o f  th e  o f f i c e r s  p r e s id in g  o v e r  
th e  la w ,  th e n  e a c h  one i s  p u n ish e d  a c c o r d in g  
t o  t h e  item  in  t h e  la w  w h ich  h e  h a s  n e g l e c t 
ed** • W henever govern m ent o f f i c i a l s  or  p e o 
p l e  h a v e  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t th e  m ean ing  o f  th e  
la w s  or m a n d a tes , t o  a sk  o f  th e  o f f i c e r s  
p r e s id in g  over  t h e  la w , tine l a t t e r  s h o u ld ,  
in  e a c h  c a s e ,  answ er c l e a r l y  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  
la w s  and m an d ates a b o u t w h ich  i t  was o r ig in 
a l l y  d e s i r e d  t o  a s k  q u e s t io n s * • •  ChouId th e  
o f f i c e r s  who p r e s id e  over  th e  la w  n o t  g iv e  
th e  d e s ir e d  in fo r m a t io n ,  th e y  s h o u ld  b e  p u n-

Op * P i t ** par* 26. 12 a , pp* 327—329*
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i s h e d  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  th e  la w ,  
th a t  i a ,  t h e y  s h o u ld  be p u n is h e d  a c c o r d in g  
t o  t h e  law  a b o u t w h ich  t h e  govern m ent o f 
f i c i a l s  or p e o p le  h a v e  a sk e d  in fo r m a t io n .

I t  i s  c l e a r  th a t  p u b l ic  p r o m u lg a t io n  and i n t e l l i g i b l e  com

m u n ic a tio n  a re  n e c e s s a r y  s t e p s  in  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  la w s .  

B e s id e s  im p erso n a l ism , K ung-sun T angos th e o r y  o f  la w  o o n ta in  s  

a n o th e r  im p o rta n t e le m e n t*  n o n - f a v o r i t i s m ,  w h ich  i s  th e  

so u r c e  o f  i t s  u n ifo r m ity  in  c h a r a c t e r  and u n i v e r s a l i t y  in  

S i n c t i o n .  Numerous r u l e s  c a u s in g  c o n f u s io n ,  a  s i n g l e  p a t 

t e r n  le a d s  t o  o r d e r , and t h a t  i s  t h e  la w . "When t h e  la w  

i s  f i x e d ,  th e n  t h o s e  who a r e  fond  o f  p r a c t i c i n g  t h e  s i x  

p a r a s i t e s  p e r is h ."  1

L ik e w is e , i t  i s  ow ing t o  th e  im p e rso n a l ism  end n on -  

f a v o r i t i s m  o f  th e  la w  t h a t  a l l  o i t i z e n B  o f  t h e  c o u n tr y  from  

th e  Crown P r in c e  t o  t h e  m ass c a n  b e  p r o s e c u t e d .  W hether

governm ent o f f i c i a l s  or la w  o f f i c e r s ,  i f  th e y  do an y  wrong
2

a t a l l ,  th e y  m ust b e  h e ld  g u i l t y :

I f  in  t h e i r  tr e a tm e n t o f  t h e  p e o p le ,  th e  
governm ent o f f i c i a l s  do n o t a c t  a c c o r d in g  t o  
th e  la w , th e  fo rm er  s h o u ld  in q u ir e  o f  t h e  
la w  o f f i c e r ,  who s h o u ld  a t  o n ce  In form  them  
c f  th e  pu nishm en t f i x e d  b y  th e  la w . The p eo 
p l e  sh o u ld  th e n  a t  o n ce  in fo r m  th e  g o v e rn 
ment o f f i o i a l s ,  f o r m a l ly ,  o f  t h e  la w  o f f i 
c e r ' s  s ta te m e n t*  Thus t h e  govern m ent o f f i 
c i a l s ,  know ing t h a t  su ch  i s  th e  c o u r s e  o f  
e v e n t s ,  d are  n o t t r e a t  t h e  p e o p le  c o n tr a r y

Qp« o l t . .  par. 13, 8 a } p .  255.
2 . n>id » ' 1 par♦ 26, 13 a , pp. 330—331*
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t o  t h e  la w , nor do th e  p e o p le  d a re  in f r in g e  
th e  la w .

H ow ever, one e x c e p t io n  m ust b e  made w ith  th e  r u le r  h i m s e l f ,  

\tfiose r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  m a in ta in in g  p e a c e ,  o r d e r , s e c u r i t y ,  

and p r o s p e r i t y ,  in  t h e  e t a t e  and f o r  th e  p e o p le ,  i s  th e  

s o u r c e  and s a n c t io n  o f  t h e  law * R e c o g n iz in g  n e i t h e r  th e  

o p in io n  o f  t h e  p e o p le  n or  m oral la w , K hng-sun Yang l e a v e s  

out th e  p rob lem  o f  t h e  r ig h t  o f  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and y e t  e v en  

th ou gh  he m ig h t h a v e  d i s o u s s e d  i t ,  he w ould  d en y  i t  b e c a u se  

th e r e  i s  a p p a r e n t ly  l e f t  no room f o r  i t s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .

He was r e a l l y  th e  in s u g u r a to r  o f  t h e  d o c t r in e  o f  am oral ism  

in  C h in a , and a d v o c a te d  th e  suprem acy o f  p o s i t i v e  law  j u s t  

a s  a n c ie n t  Reman j u r i s t s  a b s e n te d  a l l  e t h i c a l  e le m e n ts  from  

th e  f i e l d  o f  j u r i s p r u d e n c e .

To p r o v id e  a g a in s t  e v e n t u a l i t i e s ,  h o w ev er , c e r t a i n  

m ea su res  m ust be f ig u r e d  out*  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  he a d v o c a te s  

w ith  em p h a tic  term s "good f a i t h "  in  l e g a l i s m .  The o n ly  

v ir t u e  w h ich  t h e  govern m ent can c la im  fo r  i t 3 e l f ,  i s  good  

f a i t h *  I t  i s  t h e  b a s ic  p r i n c i p l e  in  c a r r y in g  any  s t r i c t  

l e g a l i s m  in t o  p r a c t i o e .  I?  th e  r u l e r  h ave  sy stem  and b e  & 

man o f  h i s  w ord, th e  p e o p le  w i l l  h a v e  p ea ce*  I f  h e  e x p e c t s  

h i s  p e o p le  t o  o b e y  th e  la w , h e  m ust k eep  h i s  word in  r e 

w ard in g  t h o s e  who h ave  m e r it  and p u n is h in g  th e  w ro n g -d o ers*  

T h is  m easu re  may b e  lo o k e d  a t  a s  th e  way o f  p r e v e n t in g  any  

r u le r  from  b ecom in g  a  ty r a n t*

As t h e  seco n d  m ea su r e , in  o rd er  t h a t  l e g a l  c o m p u ls io n



may n o t  tu r n  i n t o  s o p h i s t i c  d e c e p t io n ,  K ung-sun  Yang p r o 

pounded th e  m a tte r  o f  te r m in o lo g y  aa an  e s s e n t i a l  s t e p  t o  

l e g a l i s m  th ro u g h  w h ich  e v e r y b o d y ’ s  r i g h t s  and d u t i e s  a r e  

d e f in e d  w ith  u n e q u iv o c a l  te r m s  i n  t h e  te n d e n c y  tow ard s or

der* A l l  d e f i n i t i o n s  i n  t h e  l e g a l  co d e  m ust be a s  e x a o t  

a s  p o s s i b l e — a s  e x a o t  a s  w e ig h ts  and m easu res*  The la c k  o f  

c l a r i t y  c f  la w s  and d e f i n i t e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  t i t l e s  a lw a y s  

c a u s e s  d is o r d e r *  "That a  hundred  men w i l l  c h a se  a f t e r  a  

s i n g l e  h are  th a t  ru n s aw ay, i s  n o t  f o r  t h e  sa k e  o f  th e  h a r e ,  

f o r  when i t  i s  s o ld  ev ery w h ere  on th e  m a r k e t, e v e n  a  t h i e f  

d o es n o t d a r e  t o  ta k e  i t  aw ay, b e c a u s e  i t s  l e g a l  t i t l e  

i s  d e f i n i t e * H 1 In  t h e  d ays o f th e  s a g e - k in g s  th e r e  were  

no v i c t im s  o f c a p i t a l  p u n ish m e n t, not t h a t  c a p i t a l  p u n is h 

m ent d id  n o t e x i s t ,  b u t th a t  th e  la w s ,  w h ich  were a p p l ie d ,
2

were c le a r  and e a s y  t o  u n d e rsta n d *  T h u s, i t  i s  th e  

s t r o n g  c o n v ic t io n  o f  K Ung-sun Yang t h a t  c l e a r  kn ow led ge o f  

t h e  la w  i n e v i t a b l y  l e a d s  t o  l e g a l  co n d u ct*

F i n a l l y ,  a a  u n ch a n g in g  la w s  a r e  l i a b l e  t o  beoome 

t r a d i t i o n a l  b i a s ,  a l l  la w s  m ust b e  f l e x i b l e  a o o o r d in g  t o  t h e  

e v e r -c h a n g in g  c o n d i t io n s  i n  th e  en v iron m en t*  S v e r y  w is e  

r u le r  m ust t h e r e f o r e  w atoh  f o r  th e  n e e d s  o f  th e  t im e s *  The 

r e a l  w is e  way o f  o r g a n is in g  a  c o u n tr y  i s  n o t t o  im it a t e  

a n t iq p i i t y ,  nor t o  f o l l o w  th e  p r e s e n t ;  b u t t o  g o v e r n  i n  a e -
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co rd a n o e  w ith  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  t i m e s ,  and t o  make la w s  w h ich  

ta k e  in t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  cu sto m s o f  t h e  p e o p le  and  

th e  fu n d a m en ta l t h in g s  o f  th e  s t a t e *  T hat I s  why th e  g r e a t  

l e g i s t  s t a r t e d  h i s  ep och -m ak in g  c o n t r ib u t io n  t o  th e  S t a t e  

o f T s ’ i n  from  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  th e  la w s*

P r i n c i p l e s  o f D e s p o t ic  G overnm ent* - -  T here a r e  

th r e e  fu n d am en ta l t h i n g s ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  Lord S h an g , w hich  

th e  govern m ent m ust n e e d s  perform * e s t a b l i s h i n g  la w s ,  un

d e r ta k in g  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  and d i s t r i b u t i n g  rew ard s*  Then la w s  

are  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  th e  p e o p le  are  made n o t w ic k e d ; when 

e n t e r p r i s e s  a r e  u n d e r ta k e n , th e  r e q u ir e d  a b i l i t y  i s  p r a c 

t i c e d ;  and when rew ard s axe d i s t r i b u t e d ,  th e  arm y i s  s t r o n g .

Ira g e n e r a l ,  rew ard s are a  c i v i l  m easure and p e n a l t i e s  a  

m i l i t a r y ,  w h ich  a l t o g e t h e r  form  th e  summary o f  th e  law *

They are  th e  m eans o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  b y  w h ich  th e  g o v e r n 

ment ca n  make th e  p e o p le  do a c c o r d in g  t o  i t s  w ish *  H en ce , 

"Govern by p u n ish m en ts  and wage w ar b y  r ew a r d s; s e e k  t r a n s 

g r e s s o r s  and do n o t  s e e k  th e  v ir tu o u s * "  X T h is  i s  th e  G ol

den R u le  o f  l e g a l i s m  under im p e r ia l  d e sp o tism *

The c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  th e  sy stem  o f  rew a rd s and p e n a l

t i e s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  in  o rd er  to  su p p o r t  th e  t e a c h in g  o f  u n ifo rm 

i t y  o f  p u rp o se*  "The way in  w h ich  a  sa g e  a d m in is t e r s  a

s t a t e  i s  b y  u n i f y in g  r e w a r d s , u n i f y in g  p u n is h m e n ts , and u n l -
2

f y i n g  e d u c a t io n * "  The u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  rew ard s a im s a t  th e

x * Op* c l t *« p a r .  1 3 ,  7 b , p p i-2 5 & r 2 5 3 .  
l o i d * . p a r .  1 7 ,  4 a ,  p i  274*
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suprem acy o f  t h e  army; t h a t  o f  p u n ish m en ts  a t  th e  e n fo r c e 

ment o f o r d e r s*  and t h a t  o f  e d u c a t io n  a t  th e  o b ed ien o e  o f  

i n f e r i o r s  t o  s u p e r i o r s .  The u l t im a t e  g o a l  o f  a l l  t h e s e  

m ea su r es  l i e s  in  th e  o o n d i t ia n  o f  a b s o lu t e  n o n - in t e r f e r e n c e —  

t o  a b o l i s h  i n t e r f e r e n c e  by m eans o f  i n t e r f e r e n c e * 1

The c lim a x  in  t h e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  r e 
w ards i s  t o  b r in g  ab ou t a c o n d i t io n  o f  hav
in g  no rew ard s*  th e  c lim a x  in  th e  u n d er
s ta n d in g  o f  p u n ish m en ts  i s  t o  b r in g  ab ou t a  
c o n d i t io n  o f  h a v in g  no p u n ish m en ts*  th e  c l i 
max i n  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  e d u c a t io n  i s  t o  
b r in g  ab ou t a  c o n d i t io n  o f  h a v in g  n o  e d u c a 
t i o n .

I t  i s  e x p e c te d  t h a t  a s  so o n  a s  th e  r u l e r  h a s  c o m p le t e ly  e s 

t a b l i s h e d  h i s  a d m in is t r a t io n  and a t t a i n e d  su p rem acyv w ith 

out th e  n eed  o f  rew ard s th e  p e o p le  w i l l  l o v e  h im , and w ith 

out th e  n eed  o f  p e n a l t i e s  t h e  p e o p le  w i l l  do t h e i r  d u t i e s

to  d e a t h .

More a t t r a c t i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  th an  a n y th in g  e l s e  

in  t h e  l e g a l i s m  o f  Lord Shang i s  h i s  th e o r y  o f  p e n a l t y .  

A coord in g  t o  h im , la w  o r ig in a t e d  l i k e  w eigh ts and m ea su res  

a s a  m o d e l, and w as e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  p r o h ib i t  w ic k e d n e ss  and 

d e p r a v i t y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  in  p u rp o se  i t  1b d e t e r r e n t .  "The

id e a  o f  p u n ish m en ts  ia  t o  r e s t r a i n  d e p r a v i t y  and t h e  id e a
2

o f  r ew a r d s  i s  t o  su p p o r t  th e  i n t e r d i c t s . " Though th e

0p » c i t . .  p a r .  1 7 ,  4 b ,  p .  2 7 5 .
2 .  I g ^ T p a r .  6 ,  7 a ,  p .  2 2 3 .
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p e o p le  d i s l i k e  p e n a l t y ,  y e t  i t  i s  o n ly  b y  m eans o f  what t h e y  

d i s l i k e  t h a t  th e y  can b e  made c o r r e c t j  1

I f  you g o v e rn  b y  puniehm ent th e  p e o p le  
w i l l  f e a r *  B e in g  f e a r f U l ,  t h e y  w i l l  not  
commit v i l l a i n i e s )  t h e r e  b e in g  no v i l l a i n i e s ,  
p e o p le  w i l l  be happy i n  what th e y  e n jo y *  
i f ,  h o w ev er , you t e a c h  th e  p e o p le  by r ig h t 
e o u s n e s s ,  th e n  t h e y  w i l l  b e  l a x  and i f  th e y  
a r e  l a x ,  th e r e  w i l l  b e  d i s o r d e r )  i f  t h e r e  
i s  d i s o r d e r ,  t h e  p e o p le  w i l l  s u f f e r  from  
what th e y  d i s l i k e *  Vfhat I o a l l  p r o f i t  i s  
th e  b a s i s  o f  r ig h t e o u s n e s s ,  b u t w hat th e  
w orld  c a l l s  r ig h t e o u s n e s s  i s  th e  way t o  v i o 
l e n c e *  In d e e d , i n  m aking th e  p e o p le  c o r r e c t ,  
one a lw a y s  a t t a i n s  w hat th e y  l i k e  b y  m eans 
o f  w hat th e y  d i s l i k e ,  and one b r in g s  a b o u t  
what t h e y  d i s l i k e  by means o f  w hat th e y  
l i k e *

T h us, i n  o r d e r ly  c o u n t r ie s  t h e  m ore th e r e  a r e  p u n ish m en ts  

th e  r a r e r  a re  th e r e  rew ard s*  MIn  a  c o u n tr y  th a t  h a s  su p r e 

m acy, t h e r e  are n in e  p e n a l t i e s  a s  a g a in s t  one rew ard ) in  

a s t r o n g  c o u n tr y , t h e r e  w i l l  b e  s e v e n  p e n a l t i e s  t o  th r e e

rew ard s and in  a  d ism em bered  c o u n tr y ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be f i v e
2

p e n a l t i e s  t o  f i v e  r e w a r d s* n

I t  i s  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  p e o p le  t o  b e  o r d e r ly ,  but 

i t  i s  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  t h a t  c a u s e  d is o r d e r *  T h e r e fo r e , i n  

th e  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  p u n ish m e n ts , " l ig h t  o f f e n c e s  sh o u ld  be  

p u n ish e d  h e a v i ly )  i f  l i g h t  o f f e n c e s  do n ot a p p e a r , h e a v y  

o f f e n c e s  w i l l  n o t come* T h is  i s  s a id  t o  be a b o l i s h in g

1* Op* o l t * . par*  7 ,  10  a ,  p p .-  2 2 9 ^ 2 3 0 . 
2* t o l d * , p a r .  4 ,  12  a ,  p j u - 2 0 1 - 2 0 2 .
3 .  T O T . ,  p a r .  5 ,  1 b ,  p .  2 0 9 .
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p e n a l t i e s  b y  means o f  p e n a l t i e s ,  and  i f  p e n a l t i e s  a r e  a b o l

i s h e d ,  a f f a i r s  w i l l  s u c c e e d ."  1 A l l  p e n a l t i e s  m ust be made 

c l e a r  t o  th e  p e o p le .  I f  t h e y  a r e  d e a r ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be 

g r e a t  c o n t r o l )  or e l s e ,  th e r e  w i l l  be s i r  p a r a s i t e s .  A good  

r u l e r  p u n is h e s  t h o s e  who i n f r i n g e  t h e  la w s  but d o e s  n o t  

rew ard t h o s e  who o b e y  th em . I f  p e n a l t i e s  a r e  h e a v y , rank  

becom es th e  more v a lu a b le )  i f  rew ard s a r e  l i g h t ,  p u n ish 

m ents th e  more a w e - in s p ir in g .  To s e c u r e  th e  a p p l i c a t io n  o f  

la w s , th e  r u le r  m ust ad op t th e  m ethod o f  m utu al c o n t r o l  b y  

c a u s in g  th r e e  c l a s s e s  o f  r e l a t i o n s  t o  be in v o lv e d  in  th e  

punishm en t o f  t h e  c r im in a l*

The means w hereby a  c o u n tr y  i s  made p r o s p e r o u s , a r e  

farm in g  and f i g h t i n g ;  t h e  w eapons o f  im p e r ia l is m  a r e  fo o d  

and a rm s. The governm ent m ust t h e r e f o r e  u n d e r ta k e  tw o en

t e r p r i s e s — a g r io u l t u r e  and w a r f a r e .  S in c e  t h e  p e o p le  a re  

o n ly  i n t e r e s t e d  in  o b t a in in g  p r o f i t ,  n iiic h  d ep en d s on what 

t h e i r  s u p e r io r s  e n c o u r a g e , i f  th e  r u l e r  h o n o r s  fa rm ers and  

s o l d i e r s ,  d e s p i s e s  s o p h i s t s  and a r t i s a n s ,  and ig n o r e s  i t i n 

e r a n t s c h o l a r s ,  th e  p e o p le  w i l l  ta k e  p le a s u r e  in  a g r ic u l t u r e  

and e n jo y  w a r fa r e .  I t  i s  th e n  n e o e s s a r y  t o  l i m i t  th e  s o u r c e s  

o f  rew ard s t o  one o p en in g — n a m e ly , fa rm in g  a t  home and 

f i g h t i n g  on t h e  b o r d e r s .  A c c o r d in g ly ,  o n ly  m e r it  i n  any o f  

th e s e  tw o k in d s  o f  em ploym ent ca n  g iv e  an y  c la im  t o  r e w a r d s .

In  su ch  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t a t e  l i k e  Tefin, K ung-sun
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Yang n a t u r a l l y  t o o k  fa r m in g  a s  t h e  o n ly  p r o m is in g  in d u s tr y —  

th e  o n ly  one w hereby th e  c o u n tr y  c o u ld  be e n r ic h e d *  More

o v e r ,  i f  th e  p e o p le  were d e v o te d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  t h e y  w ould  

become s in g le -m in d e d  and t h e r e f o r e  o b e d ie n t  t o  th e  law *

By a l l  m eans t h e y  m ust b e  k e p t a t ta c h e d  t o  th e  farm * W ith  

ex trem e p h y s io c r a c y  in  v ie w ,  i t  was im p e r a t iv e  t h a t  p r o v i

s io n s  be so made t h a t  th e  p e o p le  w ou ld  a l l  f e e l  th e  n e c e s s i t y  

o f  l i v i n g  on t h e i r  own a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c ts  and c u l t i v a t i n g  

w a ste  la n d s  on t h e i r  i n i t i a t i v e  a s  w e l l*  T h u s, f e u d a lis m  

was a b o l i s h e d ,  th e  s t a t e  was d iv id e d  in t o  t h i r t y - o n e  d i s 

t r i c t s *  The w h ole  p o p u la t io n  was r e q u ir e d  t o  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  

a t  b ir t h  and e r a s e d  a t  d e a th  in  o rd er  th a t  nobody would  

e sc a p e  fa rm in g  and no la n d  w ould rem ain  f a l lo w  i n  th e  f i e l d s . 1 

H o n - r e g is t e r e d  p e o p le  w ould  n o t  a l lo w e d  t o  p a s s  o v e r -n ig h t  

a t  a n y  in n *  T r a f f ic  was d is c o u r a g e d .  P e o p le  c o u ld  n o t  

e a s i l y  move from  one p la c e  t o  a n o th e r *  H eavy t a x e s  w ere im

p o sed  upon a l l  m erch a n d ise*  E xp ort o f  fo o d  and r i c e  was 

p r o h ib it e d *  In  th e  h o u r  o f  f o r e i g n  war e v e r y b o d y  had th e  

d u ty  t o  ta k e  up arras* Im m igra tion  from  th e  n e ig h b o r in g  

s t a t e s  was en co u ra g ed  w ith  ex em p tio n  from  t a x e s  and m i l i t a r y  

s e r v i c e  f o r  t h r e e  g e n e r a t io n s  i n  t h e  hope t h a t ,  w h ile  a  num

b e r  o f  th e  o r ig i n a l  p o p u la t io n  w ere en g a g ed  in  w a r fa r e , i f  

th e  new -com ers k ep t w o rk in g  on t h e  fa r m , th e n  e v e n  th o u g h  

th e  army m ig h t s t a y  away f o r  s e v e r a l  m onths o u t s id e  th e

1# Op * o l t *. par* 4 ,  12 b , p* 2 0 3 .
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f r o n t i e r ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  a t  home w ould g o  on a s  u s u a l  and th e r e  

would be n o  f e a r  o f  t h e  s h o r ta g e  o f  fo o d  su p p ly *

A s t r o n g  c o u n tr y  m ust know b o th  how to  p rod u ce  

s t r e n g t h  and how t o  r e d u c e  i t *  I t  m ust know how t o  r ed u c e  

th e  p e o p l e ' s  s t r e n g t h  f o r  i t s  own b e n e f i t  and how t o  moke

th e  r i c h  p o o r  and th e  p oor  r ic h *  To do t h i s ,  war i s  one

way* When a  c o u n tr y  becom e a s t r o n g ,  i t  m ust wage war s o  t h a t  

th e  p e o p l e ' s  s t r e n g t h  w i l l  be r e d u c e d  and r i t e s  and m u sic

and th e  s i x  p a r a s i t e s  w i l l  n o t  a r i s e *  As a  r u le  m ost o f

th e  p e o p le  p r e f e r  fa r m in g  t o  f i g h t i n g *  To r e e n f o r c e  m i l i 

ta r is m , b y  t h e  la w  o r d in a r y  c o n d i t io n s  in  x u r a l l i f e  sh o u ld  

be made so  to i ls o m e  and m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  su oh  a  s o r t  o f  

r e c r e a t io n  th a t  t h e  fa r m e r s  w ould lo o k  upon war a s  a  t im e ly  

r e s c u e  from  t h e i r  h ard  work and a s  a  welcom e ch a n c e  f o r  

e a r n in g  rew ard s*  *

B oth  p h y s io c r a c y  and m i l i t a r i s m  K ung-sun Yang c a r 

r ie d  ou t a s  mu oh a s  l e g a l i s m *  A f te r  he had e n r ic h e d  th e  

c o u n tr y  and s t r e n g th e n e d  t h e  arm y, h e  s t a r t e d  f o r e ig n  c o n 

q u est*  H is  p e r s o n a l  v e n g e a n c e  and t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  T s ' i n  

were one* T h e r e fo r e ,  he c h a l le n g e d  th e  S t a t e  o f  L ia n g -w e i• 

A fte r  Y an g 's c o m p le te  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  t h e  o p p o s in g  f o r o e s  

and r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  o o o u p ied  t e r r i t o r y  t o  T s ' i n ,  K in g  

Hui o f  L ia n g -w e i ,  Who had  onoe and f o r  a l l  c o n s id e r e d  him

Op* P i t *, par* 5 , 2 a , p .  208 .
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n e i t h e r  w orth  e m p lo y in g  n or  w orth  k i l l i n g ,  r e g r e t t e d  w ith  

a s i g h  t h a t  he had n o t  f o l lo w e d  K ung-ahu T ao’ fl a d v ic e *  

h e n  K ung-sun Yang r e tu r n e d  v i c t o r i o u s  t o  T s ’ i n ,  h e  was 

aw arded f i f t e e n  o l t i e e  i n  Chang, a s  f i e f ,  and was c a l l e d  

Lord Chang. h o w ev er , a s  C h a n c e llo r  o f  T s’ i n ,  he had h e e n  

h a r d , c r u e l ,  and r a r e ly  b e sto w ed  f a v o r s ,  so  t h a t  m ost o f  

th e  members o f  t h e  p r i n c e l y  f a m i ly  and o f  th e  n o b i l i t y —  

n o ta b ly  t h e  Crown  P r in c e — b o r e  him  a  g r u d g e . As Lord Shang  

he c o n t in u e d  r e p r o b a t in g  m oral ism  and c u l t u r a l i s m .  In  th e  

m eantim e Duke H s ia o  d i e d ,  and a s  so o n  a s  th e  Crown P r in c e  

v/ao s e t  up a s  h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  th e  Lord o f  Phang was a c c u se d  

of p la n n in g  a r e b e l l i o n .  He hod t o  f l e e .  On h i s  way a t  

K w a n -h sia , Then he d e s ir e d  t o  lo d g e  a t  an in n ,  ho v/as t o l d  

b y  th e  in n k e e p e r  t h a t  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  la w  o f  th e  Lord o f  

Chang he w ould be p u n ish e d  i f  he sh o u ld  r e c e iv e  any g u e s t  

who c o u ld  n o t  b e  i d e n t i f i e d .  A s to n is h e d  a t  h e a r in g  t h i s ,  

Lord Shang h eaved  a  s i g h ,  s a y in g :  HA la o , t h a t  th e  v /orth -

l e a s n e s s  o f  t h e  la w  sh o u ld  r e a c h  su ch  a  p o in t  I " * He l e f t  

fo r  L ia n g -w e i ,  th e  n e ig h b o r in g  s t a t e  n e a r e s t  t o  T s ’ i n .  But 

th e  p e o p le  o f  L ia n g -w e l r e f h s e d  t o  r e c e i v e  h im . Condemned 

a s  a  r e b e l  e v e r y w h e r e , nov/here ab road  c o u ld  he be a d m it te d .  

S o , he had t o  r e - e n t e r  T s ’ i n ,  and w as k i l l e d  in  an  u n su c

c e s s f u l  m i l i t a r y  ca m p a ig n . H is  c o r p s e  was to r n  t o  p i e c e s  b y  

c h a r io t s  a s  an e x p ia t o r y  p u n ish m e n t. He d ie d  but h i s  s t r o n g

1* Seu-ma Ch’ ie n ,  op . o i t .
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p o l i c y  was k e p t  a s  much i n  f o r o e  aa  e v e r  b e f o r e  u n t i l  a  c e n 

tu r y  l a t e r  th e  S t a t e  o f  T s ' i n  co n q u ered  th e  w h o le  em pire  

c o m p le te ly *  A n ti-m o r a lism  and a n t i - c u l t u r a l i s m ,  i f  t h e s e  

had b een  th e  b a s i c  f a c t o r s  o f  K ung-sun Y a n g 's  p e r s o n a l  su c 

c e s s  and f a i l u r e ,  m ust h ave  p r o v e d  t r u e  a l s o  o f  t h e  S ta te  

o f  T s ' i n .  In  t e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  i t s  a n n e x a t io n  o f  t h e  l a s t  

one o f  th e  w a r r in g  s t a t e s ,  th e  em p ire  w as c r u sh e d  i n t o  

p i e c e s — w orse th a n  th e  c o r p s e  o f  Lord Shang— b y  th e  r e b e l s  

r i s i n g  a g a in s t  i t s  m isg o v e m in e n t«
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CHAPTER V I.

IDEAS VERSUS INSTITUTIONS

A g e n c ie s  o f  S o c ia l  O rder i n  th e  

M e d ia e v a l E a s t

In  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  w h i le  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  A g e n c ie s  o f  
S o c ia l  O rder in  th e  M e d ia e v a l E a s t ,  our m ain i n t e r e s t  l i e s  
i n  th e  e x a m in a t io n  o f  i l l  os e  id e a s  a s  i n i t i a t e d  b y  i n d iv i d 
u a l s  w h ich  su p e r s e d e d  t h e  e x i s t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  th e  rred- 
i a e v a l  E a s t ,  n o t a b ly  i n  C hina* The M id d le  A ges o f  C h ina  
s t a r t e d  from  t h e  B u rn in g  o f t h e  Books i n  213  B* C* a id  ended  
w ith  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  Sung d y n a s ty  (9 6 0 -1 2 7 9 )*  a i r 
in g  t h i s  p e r io d  o f  E a s te r n  m e d ia e v a lism  a n c ie n t  id e a s  becam e  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  and few  new  id e a s  a p p ea red  on th e  s t a g e ,  
so  t h a t  o r d e r  r a th e r  th a n  p r o g r e s s  and o r g a n iz a t io n  r a th e r  
th a n  i n i t i a t i o n  c h a r a c t e r iz e d  th e  e ra *  T h e r e f o r e ,  we s h a l l  
c o n s id e r  n o t  o n ly  th e  v a r io u s  ways in d iv id u a l  t h e o r i e s ,  
p h i lo s o p h ic  s c h o o l s ,  and r e l i g i o u s  s y s t e m s ,  becam e i n s t i t u -  
t i  o n a l l z e d  a s  a g e n c ie s  o f  s o o i a l  o r d e r  i n  t h e  m e d ia e v a l  
E a s t ,  b u t a l s o  t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  m o t iv a t io n  and t e c h n iq u e s  
o f  grou p  c o n t r o l*  Among th e  s i x  c o o r d in a te  a g e n c ie s  o f  s o 
c i a l  o r d e r  i n  th e  m e d ia e v a l E a s t— C o n fu c ia n ism , T a o ism , 
Buddhism , H in d u ism , Mohammedanism, and S h in to ism — o n ly  th e  
f i r s t  t h r e e  w i l l  be s t u d ie d  b e c a u se  o f  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  
t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  and u n iq u e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  i n i t i a t i n g  id e a s *  
H induism  w i l l  b e  t r e a t e d  in  s u b o r d in a t io n  t o  Buddhism  sim p
l y  b e c a u se  i t  h a s  no d e f i n i t e  fo u n d e r  d e s p i t e  i t s  u n iq u e  
r o le  i n  m a in ta in in g  s o c i a l  o rd er  i n  In d ia *  But a  fe w  r e 
m arks m ust be made b e fo r e  we p a s s  o v er  Mohammedanism and  
S h in to ism *

Mohammedanism d o e s  h a v e  a  fo u n d e r  o f  commanding p e r 
s o n a l i t y *  Y et a s  f a r  a s  i t s  p r i n c i p l e  o f  m o t iv a t io n  and  
te c h n iq u e  o f  grou p  c o n t r o l  a r e  c o n c e r n e d , i t  can  b e  ta k e n  
a s  a  b le n d  o f  J e w ish  l e g a l i s m  and Roman im p e r ia lis m *  I t  i s  
th e  c o s m o p o lita n  v ie w  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  p e c u l i a r l y  fram ed  w ith  
m i l i t a n t  m e n t a l i t y  o f  nom adic A rabs* I t s  o n ly  god A l la h  h a s  
b een  w o r sh ip p e d  a s  a  t r a n s c e n d e n t  human p e r s o n a l i t y  r u l i n g  
th e  w or ld  a s  a n  a b s o lu t e  d e s p o t*  Mohammed ( c .  5 7 0 -6 3 2  A*D*) 
r eg a r d e d  i t  a s  h i s  p r o p h e t ic  m is s io n  t o  b r in g  th e  w h o le  o f  
m ankind in t o  s u b m is s io n  (I s la m ) t o  A lla h *  W hether t h a t  sub
m is s io n  b e  v o lu n t a r y  o r  c o m p u lso r y , i t  d o e s  n o t  m a t te r j  b u t  
o b e d ie n c e  and d i s o b e d ie n c e  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  A l la h  a r e  b e l i e v e d  
t o  b e  v i s i t e d  w ith  m a t e r ia l  rew a rd s in  a  p a r a d is e  a n d  p u n is h -
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raents in  a  h e l l  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The u n d e r ly in g  m o tiv e  o f  
su b m iss io n  t o  A lla h  i s  t h e n  e i t h e r  th e  f e a r  o f  p a in  or  th e  
hope o f  g a in  i n  th e  f u t u r e .  L ik e  th e  H eb rew s, t h e  Moham
medans a r e  r e g u la t e d  b y  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  a s  law  i n  t h e i r  d a i l y  
l i f e .  The Koran c o m p le te d  r i g h t  a f t e r  Mohammed's d e a th  was 
from th e  b e g in n in g  in te n d e d  t o  b e  t h e  fu n d a m en ta l r e l i g i o u s  
and o l v i l  la w  o f  th e  a d h e r e n t s .  M oreover , i t s  in f lu e n c e  
was e x te n d e d  d u r in g  t h e  M id d le  A ges th r o u g h  m i l i t a r y  con
q u e s t s  r a th e r  th a n  m is s io n a r y  e f f o r t s .  N ew ly con q u ered  
h e a th e n s  w ere a t  f i r s t  c o m p e lle d  t o  o h o o se  b e tw een  t a x e s  
and d e a t h ,  and l a t e r  b e tw e en  Is la m  and t a x e s  o r  d e a th . Wit> 
in  i t s  b o u n d a r ie s  Is la m  a p p e a le d  t o  la w s  and arm s f o r  th e  
s e c u r i t y  o f  o r d e r , b o th  r e l i g i o u s  and s o c i a l .  I t s  te c h n iq u e  
i s  c o m p u lso r y , and t h e r e f o r e  l e g a l .

The p r in o ip le  o f  m o t iv a t io n  and th e  te c h n iq u e  o f  
g r o u p -c o n tr o l  p u rsu ed  b y  S h in to is m , in  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  fu n c 
t i o n ,  i n  Japan  had b een  a l s o  c o m p u lso r y , and p u r e ly  l e g a l  
b e fo r e  i t  a b so r b e d  C o o fu o ia n  and  B u d d h is t ic  e le m e n t s .  De
r iv i n g  i t  b name * s h in to *  from  t h e  C h in e se  a h e n - ta o  (m ean ing  
th e  way o f  Grod), and d e v e lo p e d  u n d er  th e  I n f lu e n c e  o f  Con- 
fu c ia n ls m  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i t  w a s , in  r e a l i t y ,  an o u tgrow th  
o f  t h e  c e r e m o n ia l u s a g e s  f o l lo w e d  b y  t h e  a n c ie n t  p r i e s t -  
k in g s ,  w h ich  o f f e r e d  l i t t l e  or n o  t e a c h in g  f o r  th e  co n d u ct  
o f p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  c la im s  no fo u n d e r  b u t g i v e s  a  
m y th ic a l  a c c o u n t o f  th e  d iv in e  o r ig i n  o f  th e  M ikado (em per
or) t f i ic h  h a s  b e e n  t r a c e d  t o  I z a n a g l  and Izan am i— t h e  Japan
e s e  Adam and E v e . The s i x t h  d e sc e n d a n t o f  t h e  su n -g o d d e s s  
A m aterasu— d a u g h ter  o f  th e  d i v i n e  c o u p le — l e d  th e  in v a d in g  
t r i b e s  o f  t h e  Yamato r a c e  (who had e n t e r e d  Japan p r o b a b ly  
from K orea ) and waged a  s e r i e s  o f  v i c t o r i o u s  b a t t l e s  a g a in s t  
th e  A inu a b o r i g in e s .  T hereupon h e becam e th e  fo u n d e r  o f  th e  
im p e r ia l  d y n a s ty  i n  J a p a n , and h a s  b e e n  r e v e r e n c e d  a s  Em
p e r o r  Jlnmu ( d iv in e  m i l i t a r i s t ) .  As th e  e x p a n s io n  o f t e r r i 
t o r y  a t  t h e  e x p e n se  o f  t h e  Ainu was r e g a r d e d  a s  in d is p e n 
s a b l e ,  h i s  s u c c e s s o r s  made t h e i r  I n f lu e n c e  f e l t  th r o u g h  m i l i 
t a r y  c o n q u e s t  on t h e  one hand and t h e  p o p u la r  p r a c t i c e  o f  
m ik a d o -w o rsh ip  an th e  o t h e r .  The s e n t im e n t  o f  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  
th e  M ikado p erm eated  th e  s o u l  o f  th e  J a p a n e se  s o  much t h a t  
even  i n  in o s e  d a y s o f  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  Shoguns (1 1 9 2 -  
1863 A . C .)  th e  esg>erors c o u ld  s t i l l  w in  l o y a l  bomage front 
th e  p e o p le  and r e c o g n iz e  n om in a l suprem acy o v er  th e  r e a l  
r u l e r s  o f  t h e  c o u n tr y .  C o n fu c ia n ism  w as f i r s t  known t o  th e  
r o y a l  f a m ily  i n  285  A . D . and t h e  f i r s t  Buddha was b rou gh t  
o v e r  t o  th e  Im p e r ia l c o u r t  i n  584  A . D . In  t h e  m eantim e  
a l i e n  id e a s  b e g a n  t o  m ould S h in to is m  I n to  an e la b o r a t e  oode  
o f r i t e s  and r u l e s  o f  c o n d u c t .  W ith th e  r i s e  o f  th e  Shogun- 
a t e .  th e  f i r s t  m i l i t a r y  d l o t a t o r  Y oritom o l a i d  down c e r t a i n  
p r e c e p t s  t o  r e g u la t e  h i s  m i l i t a n t  s u b o r d in a t e s ,  w h ich  beoame 
th e  germ o f  B u sh id o .  T h e n c e fo r th ,  th e  f i g h t i n g  c l a s s  c a l l e d  
"3am urai" f e l l  u n d er t h e  sw ay  o f  t h e  k n i g h t l y  oode e v o lv e d
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from  th e  b le n d  o f  J a p a n ese  m i l i t a r i s m  and C o n fh o la n  m oral is m .  
J u s t  aB German w a r r io r s  w ere p a c i f i e d  b y  c h i v a lr y  in  th e  
m e d ia e v a l W e st, s o  w ere t h e  Sam urais tamed by B u sh id o  in  th e  
f a r t h e s t  E a s t  from  m e d ia e v a l days' up t o  th e  r e c e n t  p a s t .

A* The A scen d a n cy  o f C o n fu c ia n ism

F a l l  o f  L e g a lis m . —  The S t a t e  o f  T s ’ i n  owed l e g a l 

ism  i t s  s u c c e s s  and f a i l u r e  a l i k e *  So d id  th e  f a t e  o f  th e  

l e g a l i s t  s c h o o l  r i s e  and f a l l  w ith  T s ’ i n .  The t r a d i t i o n a l  

s tr o n g  p o l i c y  o f  T s * in  s w e l le d  w ith  th e  e x p a n s io n  o f  i t s  

t e r r i t o r y .  The im m ed ia te  t a s k  u n d e r ta k en  b y  T s* in  S h ih  

Huang T"i} who now c la im e d  t h e  t i t l e  o f  th e  F i r s t  Emperor o f  

th e  T s ’ i n  d y n a s t y ,  was th e  r a p id  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  povver un

d er  h i s  d e s p o t is m . As so o n  as he c o m p le t e ly  an n exed  a l l  th e  

w a r r in g  s t a t e s  i n  221 3* C . ,  he d iv id e d  h i s  d o m in io n s In to  

t h i r t y - s i x  d i s t r i c t s ,  th u s  p u t t in g  an end t o  f e u d a l i s m . The 

su d d e n ly  added e le m e n ts  o f th e  p o p u la t io n  m ust be k e p t  obey

in g  th e  u n ifo r m  la w .  To t h i s  i t  was deem ed p r e r e q u i s i t e  by  

h i s  prim e m in i s t e r  L i 3su  t o  u n i f y  t h e i r  th o u g h t ,  k n ow lege  

and c u s to m . At th e  f i r s t  s t e p  c a s e  t h e  u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  

v a r io u s  s t y l e s  o f  th e  s c r i p t  w ith  t h e  one h e  had in tr o d u c e d *  

T h en , th e  g o v e rn m e n ta l c o n t r o l  o f  e d u c a t io n a l  h e a d q u a r te r s  

co n d u cte d  b y  p r i v a t e  s c h o l a r s ,  n o t a b ly  C o n fu c ia n ls t s *  And 

f i n a l l y ,  th e  s u p p r e s s io n  o f  f r e e  t h in k in g ,  f r e e  w r i t in g  and  

f r e e  t a l k i n g .  T h is  e v e n tu a l  I s s u e  seem ed a  p r e d e te r m in e d  

one* The B u rn in g  o f  th e  B ocks i n  213 B . C . and B u ry in g  

A liv e  o f  t h e  L i t e r a t i  i n  212 3 .  C . b o th  u r g e d  b y  L i Ssu  and



ord ered  b y  S h ih  H u a n g -ti w ere m e r e ly  l o g i c a l  o o n seq u e n o e s  

d e r iv e d  from  th e  t y r a n n i c a l  l e g a l i s m  o f  T s’ in *  T h e ir  

p r e m ise  p r e s c r ib e d  th e  in d is p e n s a b le  suprem acy o f  s t a t e  au

t h o r i t y  o v e r  in d iv id u a l  freed o m  and th e  perm anent c o n t r o l  

o f i n t e l l e c t  b y  p o l i t i c s *

L i Ssu  (? -2 0 8  B . C .)  was o r i g i n a l l y  a  Ccnfuc: a n ie t  

e d u c a te d  b y  Hsdn Tsu* B oth  h e  and h i s  f e l l o w - d i a o i p l e  Hon 

P ei Tzu w ere a t t r a c t e d  t o  th e  m a s te r ’ s  th e o r y  o f  human n a

t u r e ,  b u t tu r n e d  th e  r e s u l t s  t h e r e o f  a g a in s t  th e  m a ster*  I f  

human n a tu r e  w as o r i g i n a l l y  e v i l  a t  a l l ,  how c o u ld  r i t e s  

and m u sic  p r o h ib i t  i t  fro m  c o n t in u in g  e v i l ?  Tftth th e  con

c lu d in g  c o n v io t io n  t h a t  th e  o n ly  m eans w hereby man c o u ld  be  

p r e v e n te d  from  g o in g  bad  and wrong ought t o  b e  rew ard s and 

p u n ish m en ts e n fo r c e d  b y  th e  la w , t h e y  b o th  tu r n e d  t o  th e  l e 

g a l is t  s c h o o l  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  Han jpei Tzu became th e  

g r e a t e s t  s y s t e r a a t iz e r  o f  i t s  th e o r y  and L i Ssu th e  g r e a t e s t  

ex p o n en t o f  i t s  p r a c t i c e *

In  213  B . C* S h ih  Huang T i r e c ju e s te d  o f  h i s  su b or

d in a t e s  o p in io n s  a s  t o  how t o  m a in ta in  h i s  d y n a s ty  fo r e v e r *  

YJhen Shun-yd Tfldeh s u g g e s t e d  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r a l  ism  and 

m o r a li8m o f  th e  C o n fu o ia n  t y p e ,  L i Ssu r o s e  in  r e sp o n s e  t o  

i t ,  s a y in g  t o  t h e  Staperor* 1

Yfieh t a lk :8 o n ly  o f  t h i n g s  b e lo n g in g  t o  
th e  T hree L y n a s t i e s ,  w h ich  a r e  n o t  f i t  t o

1* Ssu-m a Ch’ i e n ,  on* o l t . .LXXXVII. t r .  b y  Jam es L egge in  
h i s  C h in e s e  C l a s s i c s .  V o l*  I ,  p p . 8 -9 *
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b e  m o d e ls  t o  you* At o th e r  t i m e s ,  when t h e  
p r in c e s  were a l l  s t r i v i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e y  en
d ea v o red  t o  g a th e r  th e  w an d erin g  s c h o la r s  
abou t them ; b u t now , th e  em p ire  i s  in  a  s t a 
b le  c o n d i t i o n ,  an d  la w  and o r d in a n c e s  i s s u e  
from  one suprem e a u t h o r i t y *  L e t t h o s e  o f  
th e  p e o p le  who a b id e  in  t h e i r  hom es g i v e  
t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  t o  t h e  t o i l s  o f  h u sb a n d ry , 
w h ile  t h o s e  who becom e s c h o la r s  sh o u ld  s tu d y  
th e  v a r io u s  la w s  and p r o h ib i t io n s *  I n s te a d  
o f  d o in g  t h i s ,  h o w ev e r , th e  s c h o la r s  do n o t  
l e a r n  w hat b e lo n g s  t o  th e  p r e s e n t  d a y , b u t  
s tu d y  a n t i q u i t y *  T hey g o  on t o  oondemn th e  
p r e s e n t  t im e ,  le a d in g  t h e  m a sses  o f  th e  p eo 
p l e  a s t r a y ,  and t o  d is o r d e r *

At th e  r i s k  o f  ray l i f e ,  I ,  th e  p rim e m in
i s t e r ,  sa y s  F o r m e r ly , when t h e  n a t io n  was 
d i s u n i t e d  and d i s t u r b e d ,  th e r e  was n o  one  
who c o u ld  g iv e  u n i t y  t o  i t *  The p r in c e s  
t h e r e f o r e  s to o d  up t o g e t h e r )  c o n s ta n t  r e f e r 
e n c e s  were made t o  a n t i q u i t y  t o  th e  I n ju r y  
o f  th e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e ;  b a s e l e s s  s ta te m e n ts  
w ere d r e s s e d  up t o  co n fo u n d  what was r e a l ,  
and men made a  b o a s t  o f  t h e i r  own p e c u l ia r  
l e a r n in g  t o  condemn what t h e i r  r u l e r s  a p p o in t 
ed* And now , when Your M a je s ty  lia s  c o n s o l i 
d a te d  th e  e m p ir e , a n d , d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  b la c k  
from  w h i t e ,  h&B c o n s t i t u t e d  a  s t a b le  u n i t y ,  
th e y  s t i l l  h o n o r  t h e i r  p e c u l ia r  l e a r n i n g ,  
and com bine t o g e t h e r ;  t h e y  t e a c h  men what i s  
c o n tr a r y  t o  y o u r  la w s*  When th e y  h e a r  th a t  
an o r d in a n c e  h a s  b e e n  I s s u e d ,  e v er y o n e  s e t s  
t o  d i s c u s s i n g  i t  w ith  h i s  le a r n in g *  In  t h e  
C o u r t, t h e y  are  d i s s a t i s f i e d  i n  h e a r t ;  ou t  
o f  i t ,  t h e y  k eep  t a l k i n g  i n  th e  s t r e e t s *
H i l l e  t h e y  make a  p r e te n c e  o f  v a u n t in g  t h e i r  
M a ste r , t h e y  c o n s id e r  i t  f i n e  t o  h ave  e x t r a 
o r d in a r y  v ie w s  o f  t h e i r  own* And so  t h e y  
l e a d  on t h e  p e o p le  t o  be g u i l t y  o f  m urm uring  
and e v i l  sp e a k in g *  I f  t h e s e  t h in g s  a r e  n o t  
p r o h i b i t e d ,  Your M a je s ty ’ s  a u t h o r i t y  w i l l  de
c l i n e ,  an d  p a r t i e s  w i l l  be form ed* The b e s t  
way i s  t o  p r o h ib i t  them * I  p r a y  t h a t  a l l  
th e  R ecord s i n  c h a r g e  o f  th e  H is to r io g r a p h e r s  
be b u r n e d , e x c e p t in g  t h o s e  o f  T s ’ in ;  t h a t ,  
w ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  t h o s e  o f  o f f i c e r s  be
lo n g in g  t o  th e  Board o f  G reat S c h o la r s ,  a l l  
th r o u g h o u t th e  em pire who presum e t o  k eep  
c o p ie s  o f  t h e  Book o f  O des,  o r  o f  th e  Book o f



•  343 •

H is t o r y , or  o f  th e  w orks o f  t h e  v a r io u s  s c h o o l s y 
bo r e q u ir e d  t o  g o  w ith  them  to  th e  o f f i c e r s  In  
c h a r g e  o f  t h e  s e v e r a l  d i s t r i c t a ,  and burn  
them ; th a t  a l l  t h o s e  who may d a r e  t o  sp ea k  
t o g e t h e r  a b o u t th e  Odea and t h e  H is to r y  b e  p u t  
t o  d e a t h ,  and t h e i r  b o d ie s  e x p o se d  in  th e  mar
k e t - p l a c e ;  th a t  t h o s e  who make m en tio n  o f th e  
p a s t ,  so  a s  t o  blam e th e  p r e s e n t ,  be p u t t o  
d e a th  a lo n g  w ith  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s ;  t h a t  o f f i 
c e r s  who s h a l l  know o f  th e  v i o l a t i o n  o f th o s e  
r u l e s  and n o t  in fo rm  a g a in s t  th e  o f f e n d e r s ,  
be h e ld  e q u a l ly  g u i l t y  w ith  them; and th a t  
w h oever s h a l l  n o t have burned  t h e i r  B ooks w ith 
in  t h i r t y  d a y s a f t e r  th e  i s s u i n g  o f  th e  o r d i
n a n c e , be branded  and s e n t  to  la b o r  on th e  
w a ll  (n a m e ly , th e  dr e a t  V ;all on th e  n o r th e r n  
b o r d e r s  w h ich  was th e n  under c o n s t r u c t io n )  f o r  
f o u r  y e a r s .  The o n ly  Books w h ich  sh o u ld  be  
sp a r e d  a re  t h o s e  on m e d ic in e ,  d i v i n a t i o n ,  and  
h u sb a n d r y . h o e v e r  w a n ts t o  l e a r n  th e  la w s  
may g o  t o  th e  m a g is t r a t e s  and l e a r n  o f  them*

T h is  m em oria l was ap p roved  by th e  em peror a s  th e  im p e r ia l  

d e c i s i o n .  T h ou san d s o f  c o p ie s  o f  th e  Books were burned  w ith  

a lu d ic r o u s  v ie w  t o  f r e e i n g  th e  em pire from  h e r  s ta g n a n t  

p a s t .  Gone w ere t h e  books I But th e  s c h o la r s  who had le a r n 

ed them  b y  h e a r t  s t i l l  c o u ld  r e c i t e  them from  th e  b e g in n in g  

to  th e  en d  w ith o u t  a  s i n g l e  m is t a k e .  They k e p t t a l k i n g  on 

th e  c l a s s i c s  in  s e c r e t .  In  th e  f o l lo w in g  y e a r  (312  3 . C .)  

upv/ards o f 4 60  l i t e r a t i  who had v i o l a t e d  t h e  im p e r ia l  or

d in a n ce  w ere b u r ie d  a l i v e  in  p i t s .  The emper or * s  e l d e s t  

so n , F u -su , who had r e m o n str a te d  w ith  h i s  r o y a l  f a t h e r  on 

th e  grou n d  t h a t  su c h  m ea su res  a g a in s t  th e  f o l lo w e r s  o f  Con

f u c iu s  w ould e v e n t u a l l y  e s t r a n g e  a l l  th e  p e o p le  from  t h e i r  

n ew ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  d y n a s ty ,  was e x i l e d  from  th e  C ou rt t o  th e  

G reat W a ll .  W ith th e  B u rn in g  o f  th e  B ook s and th e  B u ry in g



* 343

A l iv e  o f  t h e  L i t e r a t i  th e  id e a s  o f  l e g i s t s  t o  su p e r s e d e  th e  

e x i s t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  r e a c h e d  t h e  c l im a x  o f  v i c t o r y .

But th e  c l im a x  i s  a lw a y s  a  t u r n in g -p o in t *  The f i n a l  

overw h elm ing  v i c t o r y  o f th e  l e g i s t s  became th e  c a u se  o f  

t h e i r  im p en d in g  d e f e a t .  T h e ir  tem p o ra ry  s u c c e s s  w as doomed 

to  t h e  f a t e  o f  m orn ing dew . True t o  th e  p r e d ic t io n  o f  Pu- 

s u , th e  l a s t  m easure o f  th e  s t r o n g  p o l i c y — t h e  c u l t u r a l  

coup d ’ e t a t — im m e d ia te ly  a l i e n a t e d  th e  p e o p le  from  th e  

T s ’ in  f a m i ly .  Upon th e  d e a th  o f  S h ih  Huang T i i n  210 B . C . ,  

r e b e ls  sp ra n g  t o  t h e i r  f e e t  tr lth  in d e p e n d e n t b a n n e r s  h o i s t 

ed th r o u g h o u t th e  e m p ir e . The im p e r ia l  d e s p o t is m  o f  T s ’ i n  

was a  s h o r t - l i v e d  one— leaving  a  t r a n s i t i o n a l  p e r io d  o f  

s c a r o e ly  h a l f  a  g e n e r a t io n  (2 2 1 -2 0 7  B . G .)  beyond  a l l  th e  

f i c t i t i o u s  e x p e c t a t io n  o f  S h ih  Huang T i .  The c a p i t a l  

H slon yan g  * was o o o u p ied  b y  L iu  Pang in  th e  y e a r  207 3 .  C .

At th e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  f o l lo w in g  y e a r ,  Tzu Y in g , grand

son  o f  S h ih  Huang T i and th e  t h ir d  and la B t  r u l e r  o f  th e  

T s’ in  d y n a s ty , m et a  m e r c i l e s s  end in  th e  h an d s o f  H sian g  

C h i, d e sc e n d a n t o f  a  n o b le  f a m i ly  from  th e  fo rm er  S ta te  o f  

Ch’u ,  who recom p en sed  ty r a n n y  w it h  ty r a n n y  b y  s a c k in g  and  

b u rn in g  t h e  g o r g e o u s  im p e r ia l  p a la c e  o f  T s’ i n .  T h u s, w ith  

th e  H ouse o f  T s’ i n  l e g a l i s m  on ce a t t a in e d  t o  su p rem acy  and 

th e n  cru m b led  t o  d u s t  on ce  and f o r  a l l .

The im m ed ia te  r e a c t io n  a g a in s t  T s ’ i n ’ s  ty r a n n y  was

1 .  W est o f  S la n fu ,  S h e n s i P r o v in c e .
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th ro u g h  and th r o u g h  r e a c t io n is m — th e  same a tte m p t t o  r e v iv e  

th e  a n t e - T s ' l n  s t a t u s ,  b o th  p o l i t i c a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l *  The 

c o n se n s u s  o f  th e  l e a d e r s  among th e  r e b e l s  was o r i g i n a l l y  

b a sed  on t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  f e u d a l is m  w ith  t h e  one w h oever  f i r s t  

went th r o u g h  th e  P a s s  o f  th e  Afmor Gorge (Hankukuan) 1 i n t o  

th e  c a p i t a l  o f  T s ' i n  a s  k in g *  I t  w as L iu  P a n g , fo u n d er  o f  

th e  Han D y n a sty  (2 0 6  B . C. - 8  A . D . ,  and 2 5 -2 2 0  A .D .) ,  who 

f i r s t  w ent th r o u g h  t h e  p a s s  and o c c u p ie d  t h e  c a p i t a l  H s ie n -  

y a n g . When he w as ab ou t t o  s t a y  a t  th e  im p e r ia l  p a l a c e ,  h i s  

s u b o r d in a te s  Chang L ian g  and Fan K 'u a i s to p p e d  him  and ad

v i s e d  him  t o  c l o s e  th e  t r e a s u r i e s  o f  -Ta*in and l e a d  h i s
2

tr o o p s  b ack  t o  P ashang* T h ereu p on , he c a l l e d  an a sse m b ly  

o f  th e  o ld e r  and c l e v e r  p e o p le  from  th e  v a r io u s  p r e f e c t u r e s ,
3

and w ith  good f a i t h  and oom p assion  s a i d  t o  them :

You e l d e r s  have f o r  a  lo n g  tim e  s u f f e r 
ed th e  c r u e l  la w s  o f  T s* in :  w hoever sp e a k s
e v i l  o f th e  la w s s h a l l  be put t o  d e a th  w ith  
h i s  r e l a t i v e s ,  and w h oever  sp ea k  t o g e t h e r  
s h a l l  be e x e c u te d  a t  th e  m a r k e t-p la c e *  S in c e  
I made w ith  th e  o th e r  f e u d a l  p r in c e s  th e  
agreem en t t h a t  w hoever f i r s t  p a s se d  th r o u g h  
t h e  p a s s  s h o u ld  be made t h e i r  k in g ,  I am now  
e n t i t l e d  t o  become k in g  r u l in g  w it h in  th e  
p a s s *  I deem i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p ro m ise  you  
e ld e r s  th e  en fo rcem en t o f  t h r e e  a r t i c l e s  o f  
la w  o n ly :  W hoever murderB anybody e l s e  s h a l l

1* A fam ous p a s s  i n  Honan P r o v in c e  n e a r  t h e  b o r d e r  o f  
H h e n s i•

2* A s t r a t e g i c  p o in t  on th e  way b e tw e en  t h e  c a p i t a l  and  
th e  P a s s  o f  th e  Armor Gorge*

3 .  Ssu-m a C h ' ie n ,  o p . p i t * . V I I I ,  (My t r a n s * ) *
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d i e j  w hoever i n j u r e s  an yb ody e l s e  and w hoever  
B t e a la  s h a l l  a to n e  f o r  crim e*  The r e s t  o f  
th e  la w s  o f  ? s f i n  s h a l l  be c o m p le t e ly  a b o l 
i s h e d ,  and th e  o f f i c i a l s  s h a l l  g o v e r n  a s  
p e a c e f u l l y  a s  e v e r  b e fo r e *  I came h e r e  sim 
p l y  on p u r p o se  t o  g e t  r id  o f  y o u r  harm , and 
n o t  t o  e n tr e n c h  upon y o u r  r i g h t s  b y  v i o l e n c e  
e v e n  a  b i t *  T h e r e f o r e ,  you sh o u ld  h ave  no 
f e a r *  J u s t  now I am s e n d in g  my t r o o p s  b ack  
t o  P ash an g  o n ly  b e c a u s e  I h ave  t o  w a it  t h e r e  
f o r  th e  p r in c e s  t o  com e and f u l f i l  t h e  a g r e e 
ment •

By t h i s  th e  r e f u t a t i o n  o f  Li Ssu was c o m p le te d *  To th e  

f r e e d o m - t h ir s t y  p e o p le  o f  T s’ i n  t h i s  l i b e r a t i n g  p r o m ise  th u s  

p r o c la im e d  sou nd ed  l i k e  th e  o n ly  serm on o f  s a lv a t io n *  I t  

was on th e  ground o f  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  th a t  

Liu Pang e x p e c te d  t o  s t a r t  h i s  new govern m ent a s  Han Kao T i  

(2 0 6 -1 9 5  3* C .)  or th e  I n i t i a t i n g  I&iperor o f  th e  Han d y n a sty *  

T hus, th e  w h o le  t r a n s i t i o n  from  Tb *i n  t o  Han— s h o r t  b u t d e 

c i s i v e — was th e  r e a c t i o n  o f  s e l f -g o v e r n m e n t  a g a in s t  m is -  

g ovem m en t*  The l e s s  g o v ern m en t, t h e  b e t t e r *  (lone was l e -  

g a l ls m l

S tr u g g le  f o r  Suprem acy*—  Back o f  th e  vfoole r e v o 

lu t io n a r y  a s w e l l  a s  th e  r e a c t io n a r y  m ovem ent, h o w ev e r , c e r 

t a in  T a o i s t i c  id e a s  p la y e d  an im p o r ta n t p a r t*  As w e l l  

brough t ou t l a t e r  b y  C hia  Y i (1 9 8 -1 6 5  B* C*} i n  h i s  d i s 

c o u r se  on th e  " M istak es o f  T s ’ i n , * 1 t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  Trfln 

was due t o  i t s  m is a p p l ic a t io n  t o  t h e  w h o le  em p ire  o f  th e  

in s tr u m e n ts  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  t h a t  had p ro v ed  u s e f h l
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w it h in  i t s  own s t a t e ,  and a l s o  due to  th e  ty r a n n y  o f  

S h ih  Huang Ti and h i s  s u c c e s s o r s  w h ich  w as r e s p o n s ib le  

f o r  su c h  a  m i s a p p l i c a t io n .  The r e a c t i o n  w as n a t u r a l l y  

d ir e c t e d  a g a in s t  o r e r -p o w e r fu l  d e s p o t is m , f i r s t  o f  a l l .  

C u rio u s en o u g h , t h e  fo u r  g r e a t e s t  c i v i l  s u b o r d in a te s  

o f  Kao T i--C h a n g  L ia n g , S ia o  H o ,C h tc n  P ' i n g ,  and T s 'a o  

Shan— were a l l  e a r n e s t  b e l i e v e r s ,  i f  n o t  o r th o d o x  a d h e r e n t s ,  

i n  T aoism — n o t a b ly  i n  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  n a tu r a l  t r a n q u i l i t y .  

They b e l i e v e d  a c t io n  th r o u g h  i n a c t io n  w ou ld  a c c o m p lish  

e v e r y t h in g ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  th e  l e s s  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  t h e  b e t 

t e r .  T h is  b e l i e f  t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  a c t u a l l y  u n d e r la y  

t h e i r  p u b l i c  c a r e e r s  a s  s ta te s m e n  or d ip lo m a ts  or i t i n e 

r a n t p o l i t i c i a n s ,  vflien Kao T i jum ped up t o  move h i s  army 

a g a in s t  h i s  t r o n g e s t  r i v a l  H s ia n g  C hi who had b u rn ed  t h e  

p a la o e ,  sa c k e d  th e  c a p i t a l ,  and b rok e  t h e  a g reem en t, a l l  

h i s  a b le  m i n i s t e r s  u r g e d  h im  t o  w a i t  w ith  p a t i e n c e  and 

t r a n q u i l i t y  p e n d in g  t h e  wane o f  t h e  pow er off th e  new t y r a n t .  

O nly th e  s o f t e s t  c o u ld  subdue th e  h a r d e s t ,  t h e y  s a i d .

H av in g  ta k en  su c h  an a d v ic e  r a t h e r  s u l k i l y ,  h e  f i n a l l y ,  

a f t e r  fo u r  y e a r s 'e n d u r a n c e ,  sw ep t aw ay a l l  h i s  r i v a l ' s  f o r -' —i«

c e s .

As a  m a tte r  o f  p r a c t i c e  th e  T a o i s t l o  d o c t r in e  o f  

i n a c t io n  th r o u g h  n a tu r a l  t r a n q u i l i t y  c o u ld  h a r d ly  b e  a p p l i 

c a b le  t o  t h e  a f te r m a th  o f  t h e  tu r m o il  c a u se d  b y  t h e  t r a n 

s i t i o n .  T h e r e fo r e ,  th e  n e x t  p h a se  o f  th e  r e a c t i o n  a g a in s t  

T s ' ln  m arked t h e  r e -a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  m o r a lism ,
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e h ere fro m  C o n fu c ia n ism  s e t  t o  s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  suprem acy*

Y et Kao T i d id  n o t know th e  e f f i c a c y  o f  C o n fu c ia n ism  a s  

an a g e n c y  o f  group  c o n t r o l  u n t i l  h e  em p loyed  S h u -su n  

T 'u n g , Lu Chi a ,  and e th e r  C o n f U o la n is t s ,  i t io  h ad  s u r v iv e d  

t h e  460  h u r le d  L i t e r a t i .  In  201 B . C . ,  * i e n  t h e  em p ire  

a g a in  becam e t r a n q u i l p th e  em peror came t o  rem ark th e  un

r u l y  b e h a v io r  o f  h i s  c i r c l e  l i i i e h  h e  h ap p en ed  to  n o t i c e  

a t  a  r o y a l  b a n q u e t . The o c c a s io n  gave  a j u s t  c a u s e  f o r  

t a k in g  p r e c a u t io n s  t o  p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  o c c u r e n c e s  o f  th e  

same t h in g  so  t h a t  S h u -su n  T ’u n g  v e n tu r e d  t o  p e r su a d e  him  

o f  th e  en cou ragem en t o f  r i t e s  and m o r a ls*  "W hile th e  L i t e r a 

t i  (nam ely  C o n fU c la n ls t s )  a r e  good f o r  no a g g r e s s io n  b u t  

f i t  f o r  m a in te n a n c e ,n h e  s a i d  t o  th e  em p eror , nI  sh o u ld  l i k e  

t o  s e l e c t  some s c h o l a r s  from  Lu— th e  n a t i v e  s t a t e  o f  C on fu -  

oIub Where t h e y  had r e c e i v e d  good - t r a in in g  in  r i t e s  and mu

s i c — and my p u p i l s  t o  c o l la b o r a t e  w ith  them  in  t h e  w o rk in g  

o u t o f  a  ood e o f  C ou rt Cerem ony** 1 T h is  t im e ly  s u g g e s t io n  

th e  em p eror g l a d l y  a c c e p te d *  The G reat S c h o la r ,  S h u -su n  

T *ung, th e r e b y  began  t o  b r in g  t h i r t y  s e l e c t e d  s c h o la r s  and  

mare th a n  a  hu nd red  p u p i l s  out t o  th e  su b u rb  f o r  r e h e a r s a l  

e v e r y  d ay*  One m onth or s o  l a t e r  h e  a sk e d  t h e  em peror t o  

r e v ie w  t h e  C ou rt C erem ony, ifc lo h  th e  l a t t e r  e n jo y e d  s o  much 

a s  t o  ack n ow led ge  t h e r e w it h  t h e  h o n o r  and p r e s t i g e  o f  b e in g

Op •o l t *■ XCVII (My traits*). I ta lic s  mine*
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an e m p er o r .

L ik e w is e ,  Lu C h ia  r e p e a t e d ly  e x p la in e d  th e  m e r it  

o f  t h e  Odes and H is t o r y  t o  t h e  em p eror vftio w ere th e n  t o o  

b u sy  b u i ld in g  h i s  em p ire  t o  l i s t e n  t o  h im . F i n a l l y ,  h e  

argu ed  b e f o r e  t h e  em peror t h a t  he Who had co n q u ered  th e  

em p ire  on h o r se b a c k  m ig h t n o t  b e  a b le  t o  h o ld  i t  on h o r s e 

b a ck ; th a t  t h e  perm an en t and s a f e s t  way o f  govern m en t was 

t h e  p a r a l l e l  em ploym ent o f  b o th  m i l i t a r y  and c u l t u r a l  mea

s u r e s ;  end t h a t  had  T s ' i n  g o v e r n e d  th e  em p ire  w ith  b en ev o 

l e n c e  and r ig h t e o u s n e s s  and ta k e n  t h e  way o f  th e  a n c ie n t  

s a g e - k in g s  a s  s ta n d a r d  , i t  w ould h a v e  b e e n  q u e s t io n a b le  

w h eth er  Hon c o u ld  h a v e  r e p la c e d  T s * in  a s  t h e  r u l in g  dyn aB ty  

o f  t h e  e m p ir e . T h ereu p o n , a f t e r  b e in g  r e q u e s te d  b y  Kao T i ,  

h e w r o te  a s  m em o r ia ls  an  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  f a l l  o f  T s* in  and

th e  r i s e  o f Han a s  w e l l  a s  th e  w a x in g  end w an in g  o f  th o s e
1

c o u n t r i e s  o f  a n t i q u i t y .  He named h i s  work “New s a y in g s "  

in  w h ieh  h e  r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  w h o le  argum ent upon m e ta p h y s ic a l  

a s  w e l l  a s  e t h i c a l  g r o u n d . A lr e a d y  won o v e r  t o  C o n fu c ia n ism , 

Kao T i i n i t i a t e d  im p e r ia l  s a c r i f i c e  t o  C o n ft io iu e .

H ow ever, Kao T i w as t o o  b u sy  t o  b u i ld  s c h o o l s  a n d  

r e c o v e r  l o s t  b o o k s . The r e a l  r e n a is s a n c e  d id  n o t  t a k e  p la c e  

u n t i l  t h e  y e a r  191  B .  C . Mien h i s  &on and s u c c e s s o r ,  H ui 

Ti (o r  em peror H u i ) ,  r e p e a le d  t h e  p e r s e c u t io n  e d i c t s  a g a in s t  

th e  B ooks and L i t e r a t i .  Y et d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  g e n e r a t io n  o f

i*  &
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th e  Han d y n a s ty  m ost o f f i c i a l s  a s  v e i l  a s  o f f i c e r s  w ere to o  

m i l i t a n t  to  pay  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  a n c ie n t  l e a r n i n g .  The 

f i r s t  a tte m p t t o  s e a r c h  f o r  a n c ie n t  book s w as made b y  Wen 

T i (1 7 9 -1 5 7  B . C . ) .  The tr iu m p h  o f C o n fu c ia n ism  now became 

d e c i s iv e *  th e  s o - c a l l e d  L i t e r a t i  w ere  C o n fU o la n is t s  m o s t ly .  

N a t u r a l ly  t h e  m onopoly o f  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  work f e l l  i n t o  

t h e i r  h a n d s . T h u s, an e ld  man, c a l l e d  Fu S h en g , now o v er  

n in e t y  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  w as o rd ered  b y  Wen T i t o  r e s t o r e  

t h o s e  book s w h ich  he had  h id d e n  in  a  w a ll  w h ile  s e r v in g  a s  

a s c h o la r  o f  e r u d i t io n  d u r in g  t h e  T s ' l n  d y n a s t y .  S i m i l a r l y ,  

u n d er  th e  im p e r ia l  p a tr o n a g e  K’ u n g A n -k u o , a  t h i r t e e n t h  

d e sc e n d a n t o f  C o n fu c iu s , d e v o te d  h im s e l f  t o  th e  s tu d y  o f  

t h o s e  w h ich  h e  had fo u n d  in  t h e  w a l l  o f  h i s  a n c e s t r a l  h o u s e .

One a f t e r  a n o th e r , C o n fu c ia n  s c h o la r s  em erged from  

o b s c u r i t y .  Famous L i t e r a t i  w ere  a p p o in te d  G reat S c h o la r s .

In 174  B . C . a  w h o le s a le  r e fo rm  a im in g  a t  t h e  a d o p t io n  o f  

C o n fu c ia n  t e a c h in g s  i n t o  govern m en t a s  o v e r  a g a in s t  t h e  po

l i c i e s  o f  T ft 'ln  w as m e m o r ia lis e d  t o  Wen T i b y  a  p r e c o c io u s  

C o n f u o la n ls t .  T h is  was t h e  fam ou s " P la n s  Towards P u b l ic  

O rder * e la b o r a te d  b y  t h e  G reat S c h o la r  C h ia  Yi (1 9 8 -  

165  B . C .)«  The i n i t i a t i v e ,  h o w e v e r , w as r e p u d ia te d  b y  

many a  c o n s e r v a t iv e  m in i s t e r  on t h e  ground o f  h i s  young  

a ge  and Immature e x p e r i e n c e ,  and t h e r e f o r e  was n o t  a d o p ted
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b y  th e  e m p e r o r , n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  in  o r d e r  t o  g e t  a b le  men 

i n t o  h i s  c i r c l e  t h e  em peror had  t o  s e l e c t  **1*186 and worthy,** 

"square and u p r ig h t,* *  s c h o la r s  i n  165  B* C . from  among 

th e  c a n d id a t e s  e l e c t e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n tr y , among shorn a  

l e g i s t  T sao  T so  s to o d  f i r s t  in  t h e  r a n k . The u n d e r ta k in g  

th u s  in a u g u r a te d  w as c o m p le t e ly  d e v e lo p e d  i n t o  th e  c i v i l  

s e r v i c e  e x a r a in a tio n  l a t e r  on d u r in g  t h e  S u i (889*617  A . D .)  

and th e  T’ a n g  (6 1 8 -9 0 7  A. D . ) d y n a s t i e s .

In  f a o t ,  Wen T i was th e n  m ore or l e s s  i n c l i n e d  t o  

l e g a l i s m  d e s p i t e  h i s  t a s t e  f o r  c l a s s i c a l  k n ow led ge w h i le  

h i s  em p ress b e l i e v e d  in  T a o ism . H is  so n  and s u c c e s s o r ,

Ching T i (1 5 6 -1 4 1  B . C # ), fo u n d  a  f a v o r i t e  in  T sao Tso  

w h ile  h a v in g  no p a r t i c u l a r  c a r e  f o r  th e  C o n f u o la n i s t s .  L ite  

K ung-sun Y ang, o p p o sed  t o  C o n fu c ia n  d o o t r ln e s  T sao T so  

s t a r t e d  in  155 B . 0* from  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  th e  la w s  w here

by t o  d e c i s i v e l y  e n d  t h e  f e u d s  o f  th e  p r in c e s  in  o r d e r  t o  

c o n s o l id a t e  t h e  pow er o f  t h e  e m p e r o r . By t h i s  coup d * 6 ta t  

h e  a ro u sed  a  s e r i o u s  o p p o s i t io n  on t h e  p a r t  o f  th e  p r in c e s  

w ith  th e  im m ed ia te  r e s u l t  t h a t  h e  w as e x e c u te d  b y  h i s  ad

v e r s a r i e s  in  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t, a lth o u g h  th e  r e b e l l i o n  

was su b d u ed  i n  a  m onth a f t e r  h i s  d e a th  f o r  th e  c a u s e  o f  

l e g a l i s m .

Triumph o f  C o n fu c ia n is m .-  W ith th e  r e i g n  o f  Wu T i 

(1 4 0 -8 7  B . C .)  C o n fu c ia n ism  r e a l i z e d  th e  f i n a l  triu m ph  

o v e r  a l l  o th e r  s c h o o l s ,  and h a s  b een  i n  tr iu m p h  e v e r  s i n c e .
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In 140 B* C* **en  th e  new em p eror came t o  th e  t h r o n e ,  he  

fou n d  K ung-sun Hung and Tung C hung-shu r a n k in g  in  th e  

f r o n t  o f  a l l  t h e  c a n d id a t e s  s e l e c t e d *  I t  m e  t h e s e  tw o  

g r e a t  C o n fu c ia n  s c h o la r s  who wore r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  em

p eror*  s  a d o p t io n  o f  r i t e s  and m u s ic  a s  In s tr u m e n ts  o f  

group c o n t r o l ,  in a u g u r a t io n  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  * c u l t u r a l  

e d u c a t io n ,*  and o f f i c i a l  en cou ragem en t o f  s c h o o l in g *  The 

l a t t e r  In  th e  A nsw ers h e  w r o te  p e r su a d e d  th e  em peror to  

d is m is s  a l l  th e  v a r io u s  s c h o o ls  o f  th o u g h t o th e r  th a n  th e  

C o n fh s ia n  from  o f f i c e ,  d e r a t e  C o n fu c ia n ism  a lo n e  t o  t h e  

ran k  o f  o f f i c i a l  p h i lo s o p h y ,  b u i ld  s c h o o l s  i n  l o c a l  d i s 

t r i c t s ,  and o rd er  l o c a l  g o v ern m en ts t o  make o u t t h e i r  own 

s c h o la r s *  A l l  t h e s e  p la n s  w ere c a r r ie d  out on e  by one*  

M ea n w h ile , th e  em peror a p p o in te d  s p e c i a l  o f f i c e r s  t o  t r a n s 

c r i b e  t h e  r e c o v e r e d  B ooks on an enorm ous s c a l e ,  and i n  

136  B* C* p u t in  c h a r g e  o f  th e  F iv e  C a n o n ic a l C l a s s i c s  an  

e la b o r a t e  b oard  com posed o f  G reat S c h o la r s *  Two y e a r s  l a 

t e r  h e  I s s u e d  an o rd er  t o  th e  e f f e c t  th a t  e a c h  d i s t r i c t  

m ust e a c h  y e a r  e l e c t  on e  s c h o la r  e n t i t l e d  " H s ia o - l ie n  

Under t h e  p la a s  m e m o r ia liz e d , governm ent m &  e d u c a t io n  

w ere b u t tw o p r o  c o d in g s  f o r  t h e  same a t ta in m e n t— tw o  a s 

p e c t s  o f  th e  scone f u n o t lo n • T rue t o  t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e s ,  

K ung-sun Hung l a t e r  becam e a  g r e a t  a d m in is t r a to r  in  c a r r y 

in g  ou t t h e  p o l i c y  o f  c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t io n  and Tung C hung-shu  

n o t  o n ly  an i n s p i r i n g  m a s te r  t e  num erous p u p i l s  b u t a l s o
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t h e  g r e a t e s t  spokesm an o f  C o n fu c ia n ism  in  m e d ia e v a l C hina*

To C o n fu c ia n ism , Tung C hung-shu w as n o t an o r d in a r y  

a p o l o g i s t s  He made s e v e r a l  i n i t i a t i n g  c o n t r ib u t io n s  t o  th e  

s c h o o l*  B ven  i n  h i s  t h r e e  A nsw ers g iv e n  in  t h e  w ise  and 

W orthy Tapminn.^ io n  1 w h ich  t h e  em peror a p p r e c ia t e d  ao much 

and c a r r ie d  out s o  f u l l y ,  h e  a lr e a d y  advan ced  new s t e p s  f o r  

C o n fu c ia n  m e t a p h y s ic s ,  p s y c h o lo g y ,  e t h i c s ,  and p o l i t i c s *

I t  w as w i t h  t h e s e  v ie w p o in t s  t t e t  he su o o ee d e d  in  p e r su a d in g  

th e  th e n  r u l e r  t o  tu rn  h i s  o c e p tr e  t o  t h e  C o n fu c ia n  way o f  

governm ent* H ow ever , h i s  c o n c e p t !o n  o f  H eaven  a s  th e  u l t i 

m ate c a u se  and s a n c t io n  o f  a l l  phenom ena i n  t h e  u n iv e r s e  

r e v e a l s  th e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  b o th  T aoism  and M oism . That 

th e  r i g h t  way ( t a o ) d e r iv e s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s o u r c e  from  H eaven  

( t ' i e n ) ,  was th e  them e th r o u g h o u t  h i s  A nsw ers * H eaven i s  

th e  n a tu r a l  o r d e r  b u t  i s  a  commanding super-hum an p e r so n a 

l i t y  c r e a t i n g ,  s u p e r v i s i n g ,  and j u d g in g ,  m ankind* Man i s  

b u t an  e x f o l i a t i o n  o f  H eaven* J u s t  a s  th e  n a tu r a l  o rd er  

h a s  f o u r  s e a s o n s ,  s o  h a s  m m  f o u r  lim b s*  J u s t  a s  th e  p o s i 

t i v e  (y a n g ) and th e  n e g a t iv e  ( y i n ) p r i n c i p l e s  work hand in  

hand i n  th e  n a t u r a l  o r d e r ,  s o  a re  r a t i o n a l  n a tu r e  ( h e in )  

and e m o t io n a l  im p u ls e  ( e h in g )  in c lu d e d  i n  humsn m ind* And 

s i m i l a r l y  many o t h e r  n a t u r a l  phenom ena i n  t h e  w o r ld  f in d  

t h e i r  c o r r e s p o n d in g  q u a l i t i e s  i n  man* T h is  i s  Tung Chung-

i .  ^  ^
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s h u 's  fam ous d o c t r in e  o f  th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  H eaven and

m a n  • ^

th e  sa n e  i s  t r u e  o f  h i s  th e o r y  o f  human n a tu r e *  

T&king a  m e d ia te  way b e tw e en  M en ciu s and Hs&n T su , h e  m ain

t a in e d  t h a t  human n a tu r e  i s  o r i g i n a l l y  n e i t h e r  good n or  

e v i l  j u s t  a s  t h e  c o u r se  o f  n a tu r e  i s  n e i t h e r  p o s i t i v e  nor  

n e g a t iv e *  Good la  d e r iv e d  from  human n a tu r e  b u t n o t  a l l  

human n a tu r e  i s  good* F or i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  h e  s a i d i  R ic e  

com es from  t h e  g r a in  v h i l e  n o t  th e  w h o le  g r a in  can  b e  r i o e t  

so  good  com es out from  human n a tu r e  b u t d o e s  n o t  s a t u r a t e  

a l l  o f  i t *  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h e  e m p h a t ic a l ly  a f f ir m e d  t h a t  in  

th e  c o u r se  o f  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t* o f g o o d  th e r e  w ou ld  f u n c t io n  

f i v e  v i r t u e s  a s  f i v e  m ora l m o t iv e s  o f  co n d u ct w h ich  c o r r e s 

pond t o  t h e  " f i v e  e le m e n t s 4' o f  n a tu r e *  By a d d in g  th e  new 

v i r t u e  " tr u t h fu ln e s s *  ( o r  good f a i t h )  t o  b e n e v o le n c e ,  

r ig h t e o u s n e s s ,  p r o p r i e t y ,  and w isd om , h e  c o m p le te d  th e  

T u g en d lsh re  o f  C o n fu c ia n ism — t h e  t h e o r y  o f  f i v e  v i r t u e s .  

These f iv e  c a r d in a l v i r t u e s  a r e  a l s o  known a s  t h e  " f i v e  c o n s

t a n t s * — c o n s t a n t  s p r in g s  o f  g o o d n e ss*  B e c a r r ie d  th e  j u 

r a l  e t h i c s  o f  C o n fu c ia n ism  e v en  s o  f a r  a s  t o  s a y  t h a t  In  

d o in g  a n y th in g  t h e  v i r t u o u s  mm w ou ld  o n ly  r e c t i f y  i t s  

r e l a t i o n s  t u t  n o t a im  a t  i t s  p r o f i t  and u n d e r s ta n d  i t s  

r ig h t  w ay b u t n o t c a l c u l a t e  i t s  u t i l i t y *  W ith t h i s  p r i n c i 

p l e  i n  v ie w ,  th e  k i n g ly  w ay  i s  govern m en t n o t  b y  p e n a l t y

^  /̂ N —
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"but lay v i r t u * .

In  t h e  w o r ld , h o w e v e r , H eaven a lw a y s  su b o r d in a te *  

t h e  n e g a t iv e  to  t h e  p o s i t i v e  p r i n c i p l e ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  Tung 

C h u n g-sh u . S o  m ust man suppre3:; th e  e v i l  te n d e n c y  and c u l 

t i v a t e  t h e  good  o n e . The fo rm er  can  b e  d on e  b y  m eans o f  

l e g a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  th e  l a t t e r  b y  means o f  c u l t u r a l  i n s 

t r u c t i o n s .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  th e  b e n e v o le n t  

k in g  t o  p e r f e c t  huma* n a tu r e  th r o u g h  c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t io n  on 

th e  one hand an d  p r e v e n t  t h e  r i s e  o f  s e l f - s e e k i n g  im p u lse*  

w ith  l e g a l  r e g u l a t i o n s .  The k i n g ly  way m ust a lw a y s conform  

to  t h e  h e a v e n ly  way* H eaven i s  b e n e v o le n t?  t h e r e f o r e  th e  

k in g  m ust b e  b e n e v o le n t  a l s o *  The s a g e - k in g s  o f  o ld  

fo l lo w e d  th e  o p in io n  o f  H eaven and p u rsu ed  ra cra lisra , so  

th a t  e v e n  a f t e r  t h e i r  d e a th  p e a c e  and t r a n q u i l i t y  l a s t e d  

f o r  h u n d red s o f  y e a r s *  As s o o n  a s  th e  way o f  a n y  r u l e r  b e

gan t o  d iv e r g e  from  th e  way o f  H ea v en , H eaven w ou ld  g iv e  

him  w a r n in g s  w ith  n a t u r a l  c a la m i t i e s  and damn him  in  c a s e  h e  

d id  n o t tu r n  good  a f t e r  so  many w a rn in g s*

In  th e  tr iu m p h  o f  C o n fu c ia n ism  w h ich  m ust b e  m ost

l y  e s c r ib e d  t o  Tung C h u n g-sh u , m o r a lis ts  c u lm in a te d , and i t *  

cro w n in g  p h a se  h a s  b e e n  th e  i d e a l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  in s tr u m e n ts  

t o  su b se q u e n t d y n a s t ie s *  H e n c e fo r th , t h e  s ta n d a r d  o f  co n d u ct  

in  C h ina h a s  b e e n  th r o u g h o u t t h e  a g e s  down t o  t h e  m ost r e 

c a n t  t im e s  Iji, o r  m o r a ls ,  and n o t f a  or th e  s t a t e - l a w .  T h is  

h a s  b een  p a r t i c u l a r l y  tr u e  w it h  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  who h a v e  

c o n s id e r e d  i t  t h e i r  d u ty  t o  p e r su a d e  a l l  p e o p le  from  th e  r u -
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l e r a  t o  th e  m a sses  t o  o b s e r v e  th e  m ora l p r e c e p t s  o f  a n c ie n t  

e a s e s  b y  t h e  te a h h iq p e  o f  c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t io n .  That t e c h 

n iq u e  I s  m ora l b e c a u se  I t  l a  a lw a y s  p e r s u a s iv e .  But i t  I s  

n o t  a b s o lu t e  but r e l a t i v e  m o ra lism *  The e t a t e - l a w ,  th ou gh  

r e s t r i c t e d  t o  p e n a l la w  o n ly ,  i s  s t i l l  I n d is p e n s a b le  when 

i n e v i t a b l e *

M o reo v er , t h e  ty p e  o f  C o n fu c ia n  m or a l l  am bs w e l l  

a a o u l t u r a l ie m  t h a t  h a s  b een  in  triu m ph s i n c e  t h e  d a y s o f  

Han Ihx T i ,  w as e v e n  m ore t r a d i t i o n a l ,  c o n s e r v a t iv e  and 

r e a o t io m ir y  th a n  C o n fu c iu s*  own te a c h in g ® . T hroughout th e  

M iddle Ages o f  C h in a  s t a r t i n g  from  th e  B u rn in g  o f  th e  B ooks  

in  213 B . C* up t o  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  Sung d y n a s ty  (9 6 0 -  

1279 A* D .)  f o r  n e a r ly  a  th o u sa n d  y e a r s  many o f t h e  l i t e r a t i ,  

n o t a b ly  t h e  C o n fu c ia n  s c h o l a r s ,  had t o  a o n s id e r  i t  t h e i r  

prim ary d u ty  t o  c o l l e c t ,  d i g e s t ,  e d i t ,  and comment upon a l l  

t h e  c l a s s i c a l  monuments o f  t h e i r  c o u n tr y  w h ich  th e y  c o u ld  

come b y ; th e  more s o  b e c a u se  t h e i r  new r i v a l  s c h o o l  o f  

th o u g h t ,  t h a t  i s ,  B uddhism , b e g a n  t o  h o ld  sw ay among & num

b e r  o f  th e  l i t e r a t i  a f t e r  i t s  f i r s t  a p p ea ra n ce  b e f o r e  

Ming T i (5 6 -7 5  A* D .)  i n  62  A# D* M oreover , on a c c o u n t o f  

t h e  c o n t in u a l  suprem acy o f  C o n fu c ia n ism  t h e r e  w as l e f t  l i t 

t l e  or n o  room f o r  f r e e  t h o u g h t ,  and t h e  C o n fu o ia n is t s  

m o n o p o lise d  a s  many i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  th e y  w o u ld  

w h ile  condem ning a s  h e r e t i c  and r a d i c a l  t h e s e  w h ich  l a y  f a r  

o f f  t h e i r  r e a c h *
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Why s h o u ld  C h in a 's  i n t e l l e o t  becom e m onotonous  

d u r in g  th e  M id d le  A ges?  1 T h is  w as In  r e a l i t y  due t o  

t h e  a sc e n d a n c y  o f  C o n fu c ia n ism  w ith  I t s  g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  

s o  e x c l u s iv e  and i n t o l e r a n t ,  a t  l e a s t  d u r in g  th e  M iddle  

A g e e , to w a r d s  o th e r  s c h o o l s .  But why sh o u ld  C o n fu c ia n ism  

h a r e  tr iu m p h ed  o r e r  th e  r e s t  and h a v e  o e n t in u e d  suprem e  

ever s in c e ?  W hile t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r e v o l t  o f  Han a g a in s t  

T s '  in  h ad  c a u s e d  b w h o le s a le  r e a c t io n  a g a i n s t  ty r a n n y  f i r s t ,  

and th e n  a g a in s t  a n t l - a u l t u r a l i e m ,  and f i n a l l y  a g a in s t  

a n t i  «mor a l l  s a ,  f o r  t h e s e  sym ptom s r e g a r d e d  In  c u r r e n t  e y e s  

a s  p a t h o l o g ic a l  C o n fu c ia n ism  a lo n e  c o u ld  o f f e r  a d e q u a te  

r e m e d ie s ,  n a m e ly , b e n e v o le n t  g o v ern m en t, c u l t u r a l !  sm, and 

m ora lism *  T aoism  w as t o o  l i b e r a l  in  p r a c t i c e  and to o  p r o 

fou n d  i n  th e o r y )  M olsm t o o  r i g i d * .  In  t h e  seco n d  p l a c e ,  

C o n f io ia n  s o c i a l  and m oral t e a c h in g s  w ere th r o u g h  and th ro u g h  

p r a c t i c a b le  t o  t h e  C h in e se  i t io  h ad  b e e n  a ccu sto m ed  t o  th e  

d e o n to lo g y  o f  t h e  f i v e  r e l a t i o n s  s i n c e  c l a s s i c  a n t iq u i t y *  

T h e ir  common ground  w as r o o te d  In  t h e  d o c t r in e  o f  f a i t h f u l  

s u b o r d in a t io n  t o  th e  s u p e r i o r .  Mo w onder t h e  r u l e r ,  th e  

f a t h e r ,  t h e  h u sb a n d , t h e  e ld e r  b r o t h e r ,  and t h e  m a s te r ,  and 

th e  l i k e ,  w ou ld  a l l  g r e e t  C o n fu c ia n ism  a s  t h e  m ost im m ed ia te

1 .  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h i s  q u e s t io n ,  f o u r  c a u s e s  enum era
t e d  b y  Hu S h ih  may b e  m e n tio n e d i (1 )  s c e p t i c  l o g i c ,
( 2 )  n arrow ed  u t i l i t a r i a n i s m ,  ( 3 )  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  d e s 

p o t is m  assum ed b y  e v e r y  s c h o o l  to w a rd s o t h e r s ,  an d
(4 )  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  s u p e r s t i t i o n s  among t h e  m a g ic ia n s  
( O u t l in e s  o f  t h e  H is t o r y  o f  C h in ese  P h ilo s o p h y *  V o l .  I ,
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and e f f i c i e n t  way t o  o rd er  s i n c e  i t s  graded  m o r a l i t y  f i t 

t e d  s o  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  s o c i a l  

o r g a n lz a t i  o n .

The l a s t  and m ost im p o rta n t o f  a l l  w as t h e  c o n fu c ia n  

t e c h n iq u e  o f  m a in ta in in g  s o c i a l  o r d e r — th e  p e r s u a s iv e  t e c h 

n iq u e  th r o u g h  c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t io n  and m oral i n s p i r a t i o n  w ith  

n h i s t o r i c  b ack grou n d  c o n t in u in g  from  t h e  a n c ie n t  • k in g s .

\7 ith  i t  C o n fu c ia n ism  s u p p l ie d  T i H ie b e s t  agen ay  t o  

c r e a t e  a  s o l i d  s o c i a l  o r d e r  and c u l t u r a l  u n i t y  o f  th e  w id e ly  

s c a t t e r e d  and  l o o s e l y  c o o r d in a t e d  p e o p le  o v e r  su ch  a  v a s t  

t e r r i t o r y  l i k e  C h in a . The C h in e se  w ere th e n  h a v in g  a h a rd  

t im e  w ith  t h e  Huns Who w ere c o n s t a n t l y  t r y i n g  t o  in v a d e  from  

th e  H orth #  I t  w as im p e r a t iv e  th a t  t h e y  b e  u n i t e d  on t h e  

same b a t t l e  l i n e  a g a in s t  o b s c u r a n t i s t s  o r  o th e r w is e  be  

p r e p a r ed  t o  a s s i m i l a t e  th e  b a r b a r ia n  in v a d e r s#  T hereupon  

C o n fu c ia n ism  came t o  t h e  r e s c u e #  True t o  t h e i r  e x p e c t a t io n ,  

th e y  su o o e e d e d  in  r e s i s t i n g  a g a in s t  t h e  Huns d u r in g  t h e  Han 

d y n a s ty ,  and in  a s s i m i l a t i n g  a l l  t h e  a l i e n  e le m e n ts  in t o  

t h e i r  p o p u la c e  i n  H orth  C h in a  ev en  d u r in g  t h e  Dark A ges

pp . 388-398)# To a l l  th e se , Liang Ch»i-Ch'ao added two 
more important causesi (1) mental weariness o f  the 
p o l i t ic a l  oil a oa and in te l le c tu a l  s tru gg les  preceding  
th e Han dynasty and (2) the s u i t a b i l i t y  of Confucian 
teachings to  the general aptitude of the people for th e  
m ediation between any two extremes (A Review o f  Hu Shih'B  
O utlines of the H istory  of P h ilosophy," Liang Ch>i- c h l ao >e 
L ectures. V o l. I ,  pp. 1 -4 1 ).
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(2 2 0 -5 8 8  A . D .)  o f  C h in e se  p h i lo s o p h y  i n  w h ich  we f i n d  t h e  

se co n d  " B arb arian  I n v a s io n ” c a u se d  th e  f a l l  o f  t h e  W estern  

T ain  d y n a s ty  (2 6 5 -3 1 6  A . D . ) in  316 A* D* Through sto rm  and  

s t r e s s  C on fu eian lB m  c o n t in u e d  h o ld in g  sw a y . I t  w e l l  r e p 

r e s e n t e d  t h e  k e r n e l  o f  C h in e s e  c u l t u r e ,  b u t i n  m ethod i t  

was a  h in d r a n c e  t o  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  n a t io n *  I t s  t r a d i 

t i o n a l  c o n s e r v a t is m , w h ile  a d v o c a t in g  th 5  u s e  o f  th e  B ooks  

and C l a s s i c s  a s  m ain t e x t s  i n  s c h o o l  and o v e r -e m p h a s iz in g  

th e  c o n fo r m ity  o f  a c t i o n  t o  p a t t e r n s  o f  rem ote  a n t i q u i t y  a s  

c o r r e c t  s ta n d a r d s ,  d is c o u r a g e d  i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  e x p e r im en t on 

th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  L ook in g  backward was i n 

d is p e n s a b le  on t h e  way t o  o r d e r ;  l o o k i n g  forw ard  n e c e s s a r y  

o n ly  when u n a v o id a b le .  T h is  m ust h a v e  suraraed up th e  w h o le  

d i r e c t i o n  C o n fu c ia n ism  g a v e  t o  m e d ia e v a l C h in e s e .

B . The D e g e n e r a t io n  o f  Taoism

The p ro fo u n d  a g n o s t ic i s m  and n i h i l i s m  o f  Lao Tzu 

ought to  h ave  a n t i c ip a t e d  th e  l i a b l e  m is r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  o f  

T aoism  in  th e  su b se q u e n t a g e s .  The l o f t y  d o c t r in e  o f  in a c 

t i o n  in c u lc a t e d  b y  h im  and h i s  Im m ediate f o l lo w e r s  was 

e a s i l y  v u lg a r i s e d  i n t o  a  te o h n ic f ie  w hereby t o  a c h ie v e  th e  

s u b lim a t io n  o f  th e  c o r p o r e a l  fr a m e . Even in  t h e  t im e  o f  

nhuang Tzu t h e i r  p u r ity *  s e r e n i t y ,  and s u b l im it y  had become 

t a r n i s h e d ,  and t h e n c e f o r t h  d e g e n e r a t io n  b e g a n . The su b s e 

q u en t h i s t o r y  o f  T aoism  i s  a  h i s t o r y  o f  f a n t a s t i c  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  

a n t i - s o c i a l  s e c l u s i o n ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  im p o stu re  and f a n a t i c
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c r e d u l i t y .  I n t e l l e c t u a l  e f f o r t s  becam e t h e  ra y B ter lea  o f  

n a tu r e f  y e a r n in g s  a f t e r  an  e v e r - l a s t i n g  l i f e  on e a r t h  1 sa n k  

in t o  th e  cru d e  p u r s u i t  o f  p r o lo n g e d  tem p o ra l e x i s t e n c e !  a s p i 

r a t i o n s  a f t e r  su pextiuaan  i n t e l l i g e n c e  w ere  r e d u c e d  t o  a  mean 

b e l i e f  in  w i t c h c r a f t  and s o r c e r y !  and th e  t h e o r y  o f  a c t i o n  

th ro u g h  I n a c t io n  beoame d eg ra d ed  in t o  t h e  s h o r t - c u t  p r a c t i c e  

o f  tr a n sm u tin g  t h e  b a s e r  m e ta ls  i n t o  g o l d .  F i n a l l y ,  unm oral

l s  m and n o n - le g a l i s m  w ere n o t  r a r e ly  r e p la c e d  b y  im o r a l i s m  

and i l l e g a l i s m l  By s u p e r s t i t i o n s  o f  a l l  s o r t s  many v ic t im s  

w ere e n c h a in e d  i n  th e  m e d ia e v a l E a st  a s  in  t h e  m e d ia e v a l  

W est.

As c l e a r l y  p o in te d  out b y  M& T u a n - l in  (who l i v e d  in
2

th e  1 3 th  c e n tu r y )  in  h i s  C om plete A n t iq u a r ia n  R e s e a r c h e s , 

th e  d e g e n e r a t io n  o f  T aoism  w en t from  bad  t o  w o r se , s ta g e  b y  

s t a g e .  T h u s, Lao Tzu and Chuang Tzu c o n v in c e d  t h e i r  d i s -  

o i p l e s  o f  th e  n eed  o f  s e l f - r e p o s e  and t r a n q u i l i z a t l o n i  Wei 

P o -y a n g  a l lu r e d  p e o p le  w ith  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a lch em y  and 

" l i f e  n o u r is h in g ; "  L i S h ao-eh u n  and lu  an Ta s im p ly  in d u c ed  

p e o p le  w ith  th e  r u l e s  o f  d i e t ;  and Chang T a o - l ln g  e s p e c i a l 

l y  e n t io e d  th e  m a sse s  th ro u g h  aharme and s p e l l s  w ith  n o  m ore 

care  f o r  t h e  n o b le  t e a c h in g s  beqaeatfced b y  a id a n t  a g e s ,  Eras p u re

1 .  A f t e r  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  Buddhism  i n t o  C h in a  y e a r n in g s  
a f t e r  an e v e r - l a s  t i n g  l i f e  beyond th e  g ra v e  becam e d e f i 
n i t e l y  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  from  o th e r  k in d s  o f  d e s i r e s  f o r  
a  lo n g  l i f e .

a *
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i n t e l l e c t u a l s  t o  w ild  m a g ic ia n s  t h e  v a r i e t i e s  o f  m e d ia e v a l  

T a o is t 3 ran ged *  T here w ere s p e c u la t iv e  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  n i h i l 

i s t i c  p e s s i m i s t s ,  v o c a t io n a l  m a g ic ia n s ,  and th e o s o p h io  

p r i e s t s .  As r e g a r d s  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r , T a o i s t  I d e o l o g i s t s  

and I n d i v i d u a l i s t s  c o u ld  h a r d ly  a c h ie v e  a n y th in g  c o n t r ib u t o r y .  

I t  was th r o u g h  th e  m y s t e r ie s  and m y s te r io u s  e f f o r t s  o f  s o r 

c e r e r s  and a lc h e m is t s  th a t  m e d ia e v a l T aoism  was e le v a t e d  t o  

th e  rank  o f an  a g e n c y — i f  n ot th e  o n ly  a g en cy — o f  s o c i a l  or

d er  among th e  ig n o r a n t  and i l l i t e r a t e  m a s s e s . W ith th e  p ro 

m is e s  o f  r e a l i s i n g  t h e i r  w is h e s  t h e s e  p s e u d o - s c i e n t i s t s  

e a s i l y  su c c e e d e d  i n  e n t i c i n g  th e  h a n d -to -m o u th  p e o p le ,  and  

hound them t o g e t h e r  by moans o f a p p e a l in g  t o  what th e y  

f e a r e d  m oat* E x p e d ie n c y , and n e i t h e r  u t i l i t y  n or  d u ty , was 

th e  b a s i s  o f  iu sn o ra lism  and i  l i e  g a l l  am.

W h ile  c e r t a i n  g r e a t  p e r s o n a l i t i e s — l i k e  Chang L ia n g  

and T o 'a o  Shan— in  t h e  im m ed iate  c i r c l e  o f  Han Kao T i w ere  

T a o i s t i c ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  T a o l s t i c  p h i lo s o p h e r  d u r in g  th e  Han 

d y n a s ty ,  i f  n o t  d u r in g  t h e  M iddle A g es , w as P r in c e  Huai Nan 

(named L iu  A n ), a  gran d son  o f t h e  em peror* W ith T aoism  a s  

a s  t h e  k e r n e l  o f  h i s  th o u g h t he expounded h i s  s y s te m , and  

by b i s  e n c y c lo p e d ic  k n ow led ge he was l e d  t o  t h e  tr e a tm e n t  

o f  v a r io u s  o th e r  c h a n n e ls  o f  th o u g h t*  M e t a p h y s ic a l ly ,  Tao

ism  became e x c e e d in g ly  n a t u r a l i s t i c  and p a n t h e i s t i c  in  h i s  

hands* I t  i s  t h e  T a o , a c c o r d in g  t o  h im , t h a t  c r e a t e s  and  

p e r m e a te s  e v e r y th in g *  As a l l  o b j e c t s  in c lu d in g  a l l  b e in g s  

a r e  oom posed o f  th e  same s t u f f  ( o h * ! ) . th e r e  i s  n o  e s s e n t i a l
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d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  man find th e  r e f it  o f  th e  n a tu r a l  ord er*

The c o u r s e  o f  n a tu r e  (T a o ) im p l ie s  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  r e a so n  

(h s l n g ) . R eason  i s  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  good ; e v i l  i s  due t o  

d e s ir e  (Y& )• E t h i c a l l y ,  t h e  s ta n d a r d  c f  c o n d u c t  t h e r e f o r e  

m ust be r e a s o n ,  and u n io n  w ith  t h e  Tao i s  th e  end  o f  l i f e -  

s t r u g g le  w h ich  f o r e c a s t s  t h e  l a t e r  m y s t ic  p u r s u i t  o f  th e  

T ao . A b s te n s io n  from  a l l  d e s i r e s  and c o n fo r m ity  t o  r e a s o n  

i s  th e  way w hereby t o  a t t a i n  t h e  T ao* Such v i r t u e s  a e  

b e n e v o le n c e  and r ig h t e o u s n e s s  a r e  n ot n a t iv e  b u t a c q u ir e d *  

Prom e t h i c s  t o  p o l i t i c s  Huai Han Tzu ( s o  c a l l e d  g e n e r a l ly )  

c a r r ie d  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  u n io n  w i t h - t h e  Tao and h e ld  in a c -  

t io n ia m  a s  t h e  b a s ic  p r i n c ip l e  o f  governm ent* Such w ere th e  

m ain t e a c h in g s  o f  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  p r i n c e ,  and y e t  q u i t e  many 

of them  were e la b o r a te d  w ith  h i s  p e r s o n a l  a p p r o v a l by v a r 

io u s  f a n t a s t i c s  in  h i s  c i r c l e  and th e n  in c o r p o r a te d  i n t o  h i s  

system * As a  m a tte r  o f f a c t  th e r e  was a  d ia m e t r ic a l  o p p o s i

t i o n  b e tw een  h i s  words a s  p u t  down in  w h it e  and b la c k  and  

h i s  d e e d s  c a r r ie d  out*  V?ith th e  p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t io n  o f  Oau- 

tama Buddha, no  p r in c e s  h a v in g  a m b it io n ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and 

p o p u la r i t y ,  c o u ld  r i s e  above v a n ity *  I n s t i g a t e d  by h i s  

c l o s e  f r i e n d s  and s u b o r d in a te s  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  o a n o e u v e r s  

a g a in s t  T i f i n a l l y  c o s t  him  h i s  l i f e *  W ith h i s  d e a th  

g en u in e  p h i lo s o p h io  T aoism  w ent t o  th e  bottom *

However f u t i l e  r e s u l t s  o f  p u re  s p e c u la t io n  m ig h t  

have p r o v e d , o th e r - w o r ld ly  c r a v in g s  were e n t e r t a in e d  b y  

r u l e r s  and m asseB* Even t h e  o b s t in a t e  S h ih  Huang T i w as
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s e r i o u s l y  f a s c i n a t e d  b y  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  in a n o r ta ls  p r e a ch ed  

b y  a  group  o f c o u r t  m a g ic ia n s  ( fa n g  s h i h ) he had around him  

in  h i s  o ld  a g e .  H aving dream t o f  r e a l i z i n g  th e  le g e n d s  t o l d  

him  b y  t h e s e  m a g ic ia n s  ab ou t th e  I s l e s  o f  t h e  B le s t  in  th e  

li& st S e a , th e  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  em peror th e n  s e n t  in  212 B . C . 

n a v a l e x p e d i t io n s  t o  t h e s e  f a i r y  la n d s  t o  d i s c o v e r  th e  h erb  

o f im m o r t a l i t y .  L ik e w is e ,  t h e  a b le  Han Wu T i c h e r is h e d  fa n 

a t i c  y e a r n in g s  a f t e r  e t e r n a l  l i f e .  In  t h e  b e g in n in g  y e a r s  

o f  h i s  r e i g n  M a g ic ia n  L i S h ao-ch d n  m e m o r ia liz e d  t o  him  th e  

way o f  a v o id in g  o ld  age  th r o u g h  s a c r i f i c i n g  t o  th e  k i t c h e n -  

god tfihioh was e x p e r im e n t a l ly  a d o p te d , and a n o th e r  m a g ic ia n  

named Luan Ta f r e q u e n t ly  in d u ced  th e  em peror w ith  f i c t i t i o u s  

t a le B  o f  s p i r i t s ,  h e r m it s ,  im m o r ta ls , and d e v i l s  u n t i l  f i n 

a l l y  b o th  o f  them  were e x e c u te d  f o r  c r im e s .  A g a in , to w a rd s  

th e  c l o s e  o f h i s  l i f e ,  a s  h e  w as s u f f e r in g  from  i n t e n s e  n e r 

v o u s  d e b i l i t y  on a c co u n t o f  h i s  h e a v y  w o rk , he lo o k e d  fo r  

h e lp  t o  a  bond o f  s o r o e r e r s  and w i t c h e s  i n v i t e d  t o  th e  im

p e r i a l  p a l a c e ,  w h ich  becam e th e  s o u r c e  o f  i n t r i g u e s  c a u s in g  

th e  f o r c e d  s u i c i d e  o f  th e  em p ress and th e  Crown P r in c e  and 

th e  u n j u s t  e x e c u t io n  o f  s e v e r a l  m i n i s t e r s .  A f t e r  an e l o 

quent m em oria l had b e e n  p r e s e n te d  by T * ie n  C h » ie n -c h * iu  i n  

d e fe n c e  o f  th e  Crown P r in c e ,  t h e  em peror r e p e n te d , th o u g h  

to o  l a t e ,  and s t a r t e d  t h e  p a la c e - c l e a n s in g  movement i n  90  

3 .  C. and a p p o in te d  th e  a b le  l o y a l  s o h o la r  prim e m in is t e r  in  

th e  f o l lo w in g  y e a r .  T h u s, d u r in g  th e  h a l f - a - o e n t u r y  r e ig n  

o f  Wu T i ,  th o u g h  C o n fu c ia n ism  g a in e d  an o f f i c i a l  v i c t o r y
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o v e r  o th e r  s c h o o l s ,  T aoism  r u le d  in  p r iv a t e  l i f e  and con 

t in u e d  suprem e# L a te r  on , d e s p i t e  th e  p r o t e s t s  and c r i t i 

c ism s w h ich  had b een  p r o c la im e d  b y  t h in k e r s  and w r i t e r s  Buch 

a s  Yang H siu n g  (5 3  B# C .-1 8  A . D .)  and Wang Ch*ung— o f  mor

a l i t y  a g a in s t  im m o r a lity , o f  l e g a l i t y  a g a in s t  i l l e g a l i t y —  

to  th e  d e i f i e d  Lao Tzu w orsh ip p ed  by many o f  th e  m a g ic ia n s  

Huan T i o f  th e  L a te r  Han d y n a s ty  made an o f f i c i a l  s a c r i 

f i c e  i n  165  A# D#

Ho s o o n e r  th an  T aoism  had l o s t  a l l  i t s  p u r i t y  and 

e f f i c a c y  and i t s  d e g e n e r a t io n  d e v e lo p e d  w ith  su ch  a  r a p id 

i t y  t h a t  t h e r e  were sh u t  o u t a l l  h o p es  o f  an y  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  

a f o r e ig n  c r e e d  came to  th e  r e s c u e ,  w h e r e fo r e  th e  r e l i g i o u s  

l i f e  o f  C h in a  was r e v o l u t i o n i z e d .  The p ro m ise  w h ich  T aoism  

had made b u t l e f t  u n to u c h e d  or u n w a rra n ted , t h e  f o r e i g n  

c r e e d  p r o p o sed  t o  g u a r a n te e  and f u l f i l  i n  a  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  

m oral and r e f i n e d  m anner w ith  c o n v in c in g  r a t i o n a l  b a s e s ;  

and a s  a  r e s u l t  Buddhism and T aoism  g r a d u a l ly  became m erged  

and m in g le d  in  an i n e x t r i c a b l y  co n fo u n d ed  sy s te m  o f  r i t e s  

and te a c h in g s #  In  th e  y e a r  65 A# I), Ming T l s e n t  f o r  Bud

d h is t  s c r i p t u r e s  and p r i e s t s #  Three y e a r s  l a t e r  th e  e x p e 

d i t i o n  came home w ith  many B u d d h ist monks from  I n d ia ,  and  

im m e d ia te ly  th e  W hite H orse  Tem ple was b u i l t  f o r  them a t  t h e  

c a p i t a l  Loyang# T hereupon T aoism  and Buddhism  fou n d  t h e i r  

f i r s t  agreem en t in  th e  common a ttem p t t o  g e t  r id  o f  th e  co n 

c e p t  o f  " s e l f ” ! th e  fo rm er  a d v o c a te d  a b s t r a c t io n  frcm  * s e l f ; M 

th e  l a t t e r  lo o k e d  t o  n ir v a n a #  I n a c t io n  became a f f i l i a t e d



364 -

w ith  m od era te  a c t i o n ;  and c o n te m p la t io n , w ith  th e  s t a t e  o f  

t r a n q u i l i t y *  In  p a r t i c u la r  from  Buddhism  T aoism  le a r n e d  th e  

i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  m o n a s t ic  ord er*  T h e n c e fo r th  Buddhism p la y e d  

a r o le  i n  C h in a  a t  l e a s t  a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

in  E u ro p e .

The n i h i l i s t i c  id e a s  and o t h e r - w o r ld ly  c r a v in g s  

ta u g h t by b o th  Buddhism  and T ao ism  p o in te d  t h e  way t o  mys

t i c  and a s c e t i c  l i f e *  The d i s g u s t i n g  a g e  a t  th e  c l o s e  o f  

th e  L a te r  Han d y n a s ty  made p e o p le  p e s s im i s t i c *  The d i s 

a p p o in t in g  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  t r a n s i e n t  r i s e  

and f a l l  o f  r u l e r s  and K ingdom s, e a s i l y  e v e n tu a te d  i n  ex 

trem e in d iv id u a l i s m  and e v e n  a n a r c h ism . I t  was no s u r p r is e  

a t  a l l  t h a t  d u r in g  t h e  e r a  o f  th e  T h ree  K ingdom s {<220-264 B* 

C .) in t o  w h ich  t h e  Han em p ire was d iv id e d  Yang Chuf s  e g o i s 

t i c  h ed on ism  becam e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  b y  num erous p h i lo s o 

p h e r s  and p o e t s  u n der th e  sw ay o f  t h e  Seven  W ise Men o f  th e  

Bamboo Grove who p r e a c h e d  th e  g o s p e l  o f  P ure Speech* To 

s o c i a l  a f f a i r s  t h e y  w ere  a b s o l u t e l y  i n d i f f e r e n t ,  and in  

Lao T zu *8  n i h i l i s m  end Yang Chu’ s  h ed on ism  th e y  f r i v o l o u s l y  

in d u lg e d *  They f r e q u e n t l y  m et n ea r  some bamboo gro v e  f o r  

w in e , c h e s s ,  m u sic  and p o e t r y ,  e n jo y in g  h o t  t a l k s  and h ig h -  

so u n d in g  d i s c o u r s e s *  To th em , a l l  r i t e s ,  la w s ,  m o ra ls  and 

r u le s  o f p r o p r ie t y ,  w ere b u t s o  many a r t i f i c i a l  c h a in s  and  

d e tr im e n ta l  c u r s e s *  Hot m o ra lism  b u t u n m o ra lism , n o t l e 

g a lis m  b u t n o n - l e g a l i s m ,  and n o t  c u l t u r a l  ism  b u t n a tu r a l is m ,  

were t h e i r  c r e e d s *  As C o n f u o ia n is t s  in  o t h e r  a g e s  would have
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d o n e, a s  o v e r  a g a in s t  th e  S c h o o l o f Pure S p eech  I\i Had an  

(2 1 7 -2 7 8  A* D . ) ,  a  C o n fh c ia n  oon tem p orary  o f  th e  w is e  men, 

made a  s t r o n g  p r o t e s t  w ith  a  v ie w  t o  r e s t o r i n g  C o n fu c ia n  

t e a c h in g s  o f  r i t e s  and m o r a ls .  But a l l  was in  w a in . The 

Dark A ges o f  C h in e se  P h ilo s o p h y  w ere im pend in g#  Dren T*ao 

Yttan-ming (3 6 5 -4 2 7  A. D . ) — th e  m ost c r e a t iv e -m in d e d  s c h o la r  

of h i s  d a y — c o u ld  n o t  h e lp  becom in g c o n v e r te d  to  p e ss im ism *

Tfe l i v e d  th e  l i f e  o f  a  r e c lu s e  f a n c i f u l l y  T a o i3 t i c  in  

th ou gh t b u t r ig o r o u s ly  C o n fu c ia n  i n  d i s p o s i t i o n #  D e e p ly  i n 

f lu e n c e d  b y  b o th  Taoism  and Buddhism he v iew ed  l i f e  a s  me r e 

l y  a tem p o ra l r e s id e n c e  w hich he d e s c r ib e d  i n  h i s  L i f e  o f

the F iv e - w i l lo w  I la s t e r *  ̂ Whoever le a r n s  b y  h e a r t  h i s  Home 
2

A gain ca n  n o t h e lp  r e c a l l i n g  h i s  l o v e  o f  n a tu r e  i n  th e  

w e a r in e s s  o f  t o i ls o m e  l i f e  w h ile  a d m ir in g  h i s  p o e t i c  g e n iu s #  

Through in d u lg e n c e  in  d r in k in g  and w r i t in g  he b e l i e v e d  he 

cou ld  f o r g e t  a l l  so rro w  and s u f f e r i n g ,  and a s  an  e x p r e s s io n  

o f s e l f - c o n s o l a t i o n  he p ic t u r e d  h i s  U to p ia  in  i s  P eaoh -
• t

b lo sso m  F o u n ta in . T h u s, w ith  him th e  c u r r e n t  a ttem p t to  

s e a r c h  f o r  th e  way t o  s u p e r - s o d a j .  ord er  came t o  i t s  p e a k .  

O th e r -w o r ld ly  n a tu r a l is m  v/as th e  id e a l#

P o p u la r  T a o i a t s ,  h o w ev er , c o u ld  n o t  a c q u ie s c e  in  su ch  

n e g a t iv e  and a s c e t i c  p r a c t i c e s *  Som eth in g  had to  be don e  

f o r  th e  m ass# To m a in ta in  s t e a d y  g r o u p - c o n t r o l ,  p r ie s th o o d
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was n e c e s s a r y  w h ich  w as in a u g u r a te d  b y  Chang T a o - l in g ,  a  

c e le b r a t e d  s o r c e r e r  born d u r in g  th e  r e ig n  o f  Huan T i {1 4 7 -  

167 A . D . ) ,  th o  c la im e d  t o  be a  d e sc e n d a n t  o f  Chang Liang#  

A fte r  h a r in g  a t t a i n e d  t h e  Tao on th e  Lung Hu Shan or Dra

gon and T ig e r  M ountain  in  t h e  p r e s e n t  p r o v in c e  o f  X ia n g s i ,  

he s e t  o u t on h i s  e v a n g e l i c a l  work among th e  poor and th e  

s i c k ,  a r r o g a t in g  t o  h im s e l f  t h e  pow er o f  c u r in g  d i s e a s e s  

and e x o r c is m  ov er  e v i l  s p i r i t s .  Be won a  m u lt i tu d e  o f  f o l 

lo w e r s  a t  o n c e . To h i s  so n  and s u c c e s s o r  Chang ileng he  

b eq u ea th ed  a  sw o rd , a  s e a l ,  and h i 3 Books on m a g ic , a s  th r e e  

h e ir lo o m s  t o  be handed down from  g e n e r a t io n  t o  g e n e r a t io n  

a s  s ig n 3 o f  o r th o d o x  p r i e s t h o o d .  H is  g o s p e l  wa3 w id e ly  

p o p u la r iz e d  by h i s  g r a n d s tn  Chang Lu who e s t a b l i s h e d  him

s e l f  a t  Hanchung * a s  m a g is t r a t e  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t .  T here

from  he was d r iv e n  o u t by T s*ao T s 'a o ,  th e  d i c t a t o r  i n  th e  

r e ig n  o f  H sie n  Ti (1 9 0 -2 2 0  A . D . ) •  M ea n w h ile , he s e n t  h i s  

son  Chang Cheng back  t o  t h e  D ragon and T ig e r  M ountain  w here

in  th e  l a t t e r  b u i l t  an a l t a r  f o r  s a c r i f i c e s  a s  th e  b a s i s  

of perm anent T a o ia t  p r ie s th o o d *  Prom t h a t  t im e  onw ard, t h e  

s u c c e s s iv e  r u l e r s  o f th e  Chang f a m i ly  have c a l l e d  th e m s e lv e s  

as w e l l  a s  t h e i r  f o r e f a t h e r s  HT * ie n  G hihH ( C e l e s t i a l  P re

c e p to r s )  and t h e i r  e v a n g e l i s t s  *Tao Chili*' (T a o io t  p r i e s t s ) .

The way t h e s e  T a o ia t  p r i e s t s  m a in ta in e d  o rd er  among

1 .  In  th e  p r e s e n t  p r o v in c e  o f  S h e n s i .
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t h e i r  a d h e r e n ts  w as an  e n t i c i n g  te c h n iq u e  th r o u g h  m e d ic in e  

and m a g ic , w h ich  in v o lv e d  n e i t h e r  l e g a l  n or  m oral b a s e s *  

T hey e n t i c e d  th e  maos w ith  c u r e  o f  i l l n e s s ,  p r o lo n g a t io n  

o f  a g e ,  in c r e a s e  o f  w e a l t h ,  and e l e v a t i o n  t o  c o n t in u e d  e x 

i s t e n c e ,  w h ile  assu m in g  th e m s e lv e s  to  b e  e x p e r t s  i n  m a g ic , 

a lch em y , and in v e n t io n  o f  e l i x i r *  In  t h e i r  m e d ic a l t r e a t 

m en t, t h e y  w ould g iv e  t h e  p a t i e n t  s p e l l  w a te r  or p u t h i s  

name on t h r e e  s l i p s  o f  p a p er  w ith  one p o s t e d  on th e  to p  o f  

th e  m o u n ta in , one b u r ie d  in  t h e  gro u n d , and one d ip p e d  in t o  

w a te r , w h ich  th e y  c a l l e d  th e  t h r e e  form s o f  p r a y e r  on th e  

o o n d it io n  th a t  he w ou ld  avow perm anent f a i t h  in  t h e  T a o *

In  c a s e  th e  p a t i e n t  d id  n o t  r e c o v e r  th e r e b y , they would s a y  

he had c h e r is h e d  no f a i t h  i n  th e  T ao* C h a r i t i e s  w ere co n 

s id e r e d  n e c e s s a r y .  But r e t r i b u t i o n  was e x p e c te d  a lw a y s .

The p r i e s t s  b u i l t  in n s  i n  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  w h ere t r a f f i c  

was p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t ,  w ith  room and board  f r e e  t o  

t r a v e l l e r s ;  b u t t h e y  to o k  i t  f o r  g r a n te d  t h a t  t h o s e  g r e e d y  

o n e s , who to o k  too  much flrcm Ube prcwisicns, would f a l l  i l l  on t h a t  

a c c o u n t .  E very  new c o n v e r t  w as r e q u ir e d  t o  c o n t r ib u t e  a  

c e r t a i n  amount o f  r i c e  a s  m a t r ic u la t io n  f e e ,  and e v e r y  pa

t i e n t  t o  p a y  some amount f o r  e a ch  t r e a t m e n t ,  w h ich  w ere th e  

s o u r c e s  o f  fu n d s  t o  t h e i r  o r g a n iz a t io n .  T h e r e fo r e ,  th e y  

were som etim es condemned a s  * r i e e - t h i e v e s , B and so m etim es  

r eg a r d e d  a s  eavicuis o f  t h e  m is e r a b le *  T h e ir  r e l i g i o u s  s e c t s  

have b e e n  u s u a l l y  c o n n e c te d  and so m etim es e v e n  i d e n t i f i e d  

w ith  s e c r e t  s o c i e t i e s ,  e o  t h a t  many T a o is t  p r i e s t s  have b e e n
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r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  r i s e  o f  r e b e l l i o n s  and d is tu r b a n c e s  

w h ile  th e  C h in e se  governm enl h^ s b een  q u i t e  t o l e r a n t  in  

m a tte r s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f — p a r t i c u l a r l y  among th e  m a sses*  

su ch  an a g e n c y  o f  s o c i a l  ord er  c o u ld  n o t w in  th e  

homage o f  any i n t e l l i g e n t s i a *  L ik e  o th e r  g r e a t  r e l i g i o u s  

s y s te m s , T aoism  n eed ed  t h e o r e t i c a l  b a s e s *  The p io n e e r  in  

m e d ia e v a l Tao i s  t i c  th e o s o p h y  w as \ ie  i  P o -y a n g  (who h a s b een  

su p p osed  t o  be a  co n tem p o ra ry  o f  Chang T a o - l in g ) *  He s y s 

te m a tiz e d  th e  m ethodo o f  p r e p a r in g  e l i x i r ,  o f  a t t a i n i n g  

im m o r ta l ity ,  and  o f  a v o id in g  o ld  a g e ,  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  

th e  la w  o f  n a tu r e  (T a o )* At th e  o p en in g  o f  t h e  E a s te r n  T s in  

d y n a sty  (3 1 7 -4 2 0  A . iu )  Pao P ’u T zu , a  m y s t ic  h e r m it named 

Ko Hung, r o s e  t o  c o m p le te  th e  th e o so p h y  o f  m e d ia e v a l Taoism *  

W ith th e  p r o p o s i t io n  t h a t  t h e  u l t im a t e  r e a l i t y  o f  th e  u n i 

v e r s e  i s  th e  Had an  ( n i l  or m y s te r y )  w h ich  w h oever  a t t a i n s  

w i l l  l i v e  i n  h i s  c o r p o r e a l  fram e a s  lo n g  a s  H eaven and  

A a r th , a s  h i s  s t a r t i n g  p r e m is e ,  P ao P fu Tzu a d v o c a te d  T ao- 

i s t i c  -ways o f  " n o u r ish in g  l i f e "  and C o n fu c ia n  m o r a ls  i n  s o 

c i a l  l i f e  w ith  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  he s e e m in g ly  a tte m p te d  t o  r e 

c o n c i l e  e g o ism  and a l t r u is m  and to  u n i f y  m o r a l i t y  and l e 

g a l i t y *  W hile  t h e  u l t im a t e  l i f e  end o f  e v e r y  h e r m it was 

h e ld  t o  be th e  a t ta in m e n t  o f  t h e  Had a n . h e  had  t o  p r e s e r v e  

and i n c r e a s e ,  s p i r i t u a l  and b o d i ly  v i t a l i t y ,  from  w i t h in ,  

and ta k e  d ru gs o f im m o r ta l ity  from  w ith o u t*  S o c i a l l y ,  e v e r y  

h erm it or c a n d id a te  f o r  l m a o r t a l l t y  w as e x p e c te d  t o  be an 

e n t h u s i a s t i c  p h i la n t h r o p i s t  i n  a c c u m u la t in g  good d e e d s  and
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r e c t i f y i n g  co n d u ct th ro u g h  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  th e  v i r t u e *  o f  

l o y a l t y ,  f i l i a l  p i e t y ,  a m i a b i l i t y ,  o b e d ie n o e , b e n e v o le n c e ,  

and t r u t h f u l n e s s .  H ow ever, n o t  e v e r y b o d y  c o u ld  become a  

h e r m it ,  W hether or n o t fon d  o f  th e  way o f  th e  im m o rta l, 

men w ere born  s o  d e ter m in e d  b y  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s t a r e  a b o v e .  

Even t h o s e  who were b orn  fo n d  o f  i t ,  i f  t h e y  n e v e r  u n d ergo  

h a r d s h ip s ,  s u f f e r i n g s ,  i n d u s t r i e s  and s t r u g g l e s ,  w ou ld  hard

l y  a t t a i n  i t .  M ost o f them  rem ain  d e te r m in e d  a t  th e  m ercy  

o f  t h e i r  f a t e ,  and o n ly  a fe w  oan b reak  away th e  l i m i t s  o f  

f a t a l i s m  th ro u g h  t h e i r  own e f f o r t .  In  t h i s  r e s p e c t  Pao P*u 

Tzu a tte m p te d  t o  harm onize f a t a l i s m  w it h  fr e e d o m . But s in c e  

i t  was v e r y  s u s c e p t ib l e  t o  d i f f e r e n t  em phases and in t e r p r e 

t a t i o n s ,  l a t e r  th e o s o p h e r s  e v e n t u a l ly  s e g r e g a te d  in t o  v a r 

io u s  s e c t s — i n t o  th e  s o u th e r n  and th e  n o r th e r n  p a r t i c u l a r l y .

D u rin g  t h e  Dark A ges (3 1 6 -5 8 8  A. D . ) ,  T aoism  and 

Buddhism f l o u r i s h e d  w h ile  l e a v in g  C o n fu c ia n ism  i n  o b s c u r i t y .  

T h is  w as p a r t i c u l a r l y  tr u e  i n  N orth  C hina w here b e fo r e  th e  

b a r b a r ia n  in v a d e r s ,  b u sy  b u i ld in g  t h e i r  k in g d o m s, were a s  

y e t  c o m p le t e ly  a s s i m i l a t e d ,  C o n fu c ia n ism  r u le d  m o s t ly  among 

some p r o f e s s i o n a l  w r i t e r s  and s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s .  A l l  a l i e n  

r u le r B  were w i l l i n g  t o  a d o p t C h in e se  c u l t u r e  and r e l i g i o n .  

The v a r io u s  k ingdom s e s t a b l i s h e d  w ere f i n a l l y  b ro u g h t under  

one im p e r ia l  sw ay b y  th e  L a te r  Wei d y n a s ty  (3 8 6 -5 3 5  A . D « ) ,  

fou n d ed  b y  Toba K 'u e l ,  in  th e  N o r th . T h is  C harlem agne in  

C hina becam e mare and more C h in e se  i n  h i s  l i f e  and made h i s  

d o m in io n s n ot l e s s  c u l t u r a l  th a n  S ou th  C h in a  h e ld  b y  C h in ese
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em perors# H is  g r a n d so n , T * a i Wu T i (4 2 4 -4 4 9  A . B # ) ,  was 

c o n v e r te d  t o  T aoism  in  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  h ie  r e i g n  b y  a  c e l e 

b r a te d  T a o ia t  p r i e s t - t h e o s o p h e r  named K»ou C h * ie n -c h ih *  At 

th e  same tim e  a  m a g n if ic e n t  a l t a r  was b u i l t *  Under t h e  

c o u n s e l  o f th e  p r i e s t  th e  em peror s u p p r e s s e d  Buddhism and  

f a c i l i t a t e d  th e  propagan da o f  T aoism  in  Morth China# In  

S ou th  ^ h in a , where C h in e se  r u l e r s ,  w ith  t h e i r  c a p i t a l  e s 

t a b l i s h e d  a t  C hien K’ a n g , th e  p r e s e n t  c i t y  o f  H ank in g , to o k  

i t  a s  t h e i r  d u ty  t o  p a tr o n iz e  C h in ese  c u l t u r e  j u s t  a s  th e  

B y z a n tin e  em p erors e a g e r ly  p r e s e r v e d  th e  c l a s s i c a l  l e a r n in g  

o f th e  G reeks and Homans, T *ao H u n g -ch in g  (4 5 2 -5 3 6  A . z>*) —  

a T a o i3t  r e c lu s e  c la im in g  th e  a b i l i t y  o f  fo r e -k n o w le d g e - -  

s u c c e s s f u l l y  won th e  e a r  o f  th e  f a n c i f u l - m ln d e d  L ia n g  Wu T i 

(5 0 2 -5 4 9  A# B * ) * Around him  t h e r e  a lw a y s  f lo c k e d  a  m u l t i 

tu d e  o f a d h e r e n t s ,  and from  h i s  s e c l u s i v e  h e r m ita g e  th e  em

p e r o r  o f t e n  s e n t  f o r  c o u n s e ls  so  t h a t  he w as s t y l e d  w ith  

r e v e r e n o e  a s  "the Prim e M in is t e r  in  th e  M ountain# * The Baric 

A ges o f  C o n fu c ia n ism  vere t h e  G olden B ays o f  T aoism  a p p a r e n t

l y !  th e  e n t i c i n g  a gen oy  r o s e  a t  th e  e x p e n se  o f  th e  p e r su a 

s iv e  agency#  But C o n fu c ia n ism  w as s t i l l  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  

o f f i c i a l  p h i lo s o p h y  and c u l t u r a l  r e l i g i o n *  Lven d u r in g  th e  

T’ ang d y n a s ty  (6 1 8 -9 0 7  A# D * ) , a l th o u g h  T aoism  w as g e n e r a l ly  

p a tr o n iz e d  on a c c o u n t  o f  th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  f a m i ly  name,

L i ,  o f  th e  r u l in g  h o u se , and Lao T zu ’ s f a m i ly  nam e, a lth o u g h  

Lao Tzu was c a n o n iz e d  in  666  A* D* a s  t h e  G reat Supreme 

( T »al S h an g) . and a lth o u g h  t h e r e  w ere p r e v a i l i n g  s e v e r a l
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e o l e c t i c  e f f o r t s  deTO ted to  th e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  o f  th e  th r e e  

s c h o o l s ,  C o n fu c ia n ism  rem a in ed  th e  d e s p e r a te  a p o lo g e t i c  o f  

in d ig e n o u s  c u l t u r e  in  c o n t r a d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  B uddhism , and 

th e  o r th o d o x  sy s te m  o f  t e a c h in g s  a s  o v er  a g a i n s t  T aoism  and 

o t h e r s .

C . The T ech n iq u e  o f  Buddhism  *

1* H induism  Baok o f  th e  Hindu Community

I f  th e  com m unity i s  u n i t y  i n  d i v e r s i t y ,  now here i s  

i t  s o  e v id e n t  a s  in  I n d ia .  By H induism  th e  u n i t y  o f  th e  

H indus h a s  b een  m a in ta in e d , t h e i r  d i v e r s i t y  p r e s e r v e d .  7/hdt 

i s  H induism ? I t  i s  n o t m e r e ly  th e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  i n s t i t u 

t io n  n or  th e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  o f th e  H in d u s . I t  i s  a  c o n g r e s s  

o f r e l i g i o n s ,  a  l i b r a r y  o f  s c r i p t u r e s ,  and a  s o c i e t y  o f  h e

te r o g e n o u s  m em bers. I t  im p l ie s  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  a l l  c u l t u r a l  

c r e e d s ,  w ays o f  l i f e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e o l o g i o a l  dogm as, p r e 

v a i l i n g  among th e  m i l l i o n s  o f  H indus s in c e  t h e  d a y s when 

t h e i r  f o r e f a t h e r s  p e n e tr a te d  i n t o  th e  I n d ia n  P e n in s u la .

1 .  Buddhism a r o s e  in  a n o ie n t  I n d ia ,  and becam e an a g e n c y  
o f  s o c i a l  o rd er  i n  m e d ia e v a l C h in a . We a r e  h e r e b y  n o t  
g o in g  t o  g i v e  a n y  a c c o u n t o f  i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  
and d ev e lo p m en t a s  an a g e n c y  o f  s o c i a l  o r d e r  in  I n d ia  
or C h in a  or  a n y  o th e r  F as t e r n  c o u n t r y .  What we a r e  i n 
t e r e s t e d  i n ,  i s  s im p ly  t o  exam ine a s  o o n o i s e l y  a s  p o s 
s i b l e  th e  b a s a l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  m o t iv a t io n  and th e  t e c h 
n iq u e  o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  ta u g h t  b y  Gautama Buddha in  
c o n t r a d i s t i n c t i o n  from  t h o s e  f o l lo w e d  b y  t r a d i t i o n a l  
H in d u s .
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W hile  t h e  H indus o f  o ld  n e g le c t e d  th e  c h r o n o lo g y  o f  

th e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e i r  f o r e f a t h e r s ,  th e  s t o r y  o f  

th e  Y e d le  A ryans m ust go b ack  a t  l e a s t  a s  e a r l y  a s  1£00 B .

C. T h at b ran ch  o f  th e  A ryans who had  e n te r e d  ' P u n ja b ,

f i r s t  fou n d  t h e i r  o r a d le  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i n  th e  t e r r i t o r y  

d r a in e d  by th e  In d u s E lv e r *  T h erefrom  th e y  p e n e t r a t e d  g r a 

d u a l ly  i n t o  t h e  In d ia n  P e n in s u la  w h ile  c o n q u e r in g  and e n s la v 

in g  th e  a b o r ig in e s  on t h e  one hand and on t h e  o th e r  su b ju g a 

t i n g  or d r iv in g  away t h e  h ig h ly  c i v i l i z e d  R r a v ld ia n s  in  t h e i r  

f r o n t *  They d e v e lo p e d  th e  p a t r ia r c h a l  sy s te m  o f  s o c i a l  o r g a 

n i z a t i o n ,  o b se r v in g  h ig h  s ta n d a r d s  o f  m o r a l i t y ,  and  l i v i n g  in  

s m a l l  f a m i n g  com m u n ities w h ile  r e t a i n i n g  many t r a c e s  o f  

t h e i r  p r e v io u s  nom adic l i f e ,  m  o r d e r  t o  i s o l a t e  th e m s e lv e s  

a s o o n q u e ro r s  from  t h e  co n q u ered  D r a v id ia n s  and e n s la v e d  abo

r i g i n e s ,  t h e y  d rew  ou t sh arp  s o c i a l  c l a s s  d i s t i n c t i o n s  w h ich  

became th e  germ c f  t h e i r  fam ous c a s t e - s y s t e m  in  t h e  c o u r se  

o f  t im e*  I t  w as a lo n g  t h e  O a n g e tio  v a l l e y ,  w here th e y  had  

moved from  P u n ja b , th a t  t h e i r  f i r s t  g e n u in e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

e f f o r t s  a r o s e  from  among th e  l e i s u r e  c l a s s e s  com posed o f  

I n t e l l e c t u a l  a r i s t o c r a t s  t o  s o l v e  t h e  prob lem  o f  l i f e  i n  r e 

l a t i o n  t o  th e  w o r ld  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  a n a ly s e  t h e  m o t iv a t in g  

f a c t o r s  o f  c o n d u c t i n  b o th  p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  l i f e *

M ost f o r t u n a t e  o f  a l l ,  t h e  H in du s h a v e  from  t im e  

im m em orial p r e s e r v e d  i n  s a c r e d  e s te e m  p ro fo u n d  s c r i p t u r e s  

in  t h e  V e d a s , th e  Brafaraanas, and th e  Up an i  sh a d s*  Though  

w r i t t e n  b y  unknown p r i e s t s ,  t h e s e  s c r i p t u r a l  r e c o r d s  h a v e  

b e q u ea th ed  t o  p e o p le s  o f  su b se q u e n t a g e s  t h e  n a r r a t io n  o f
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th e  s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e l i g i o u s  p r o g r e s s ,  o f  

a n c ie n t  H in d u s . I t  w as d u r in g  th e  V ed ic  p e r io d  (1 5 0 0 -1 0 0 0  

3 .  C .)  th a t  th e  V ed ic  hymns w ere com posed and a rra n g ed  in  

th e  v a r io u s  V edas * w ith  e a c h  f i t  t o  th e  p a r t i c u la r  r i t u a l .

In th o s e  d a y s  th e  In d o-A ryan s s t i l l  w o rsh ip p ed  d e i t i e s  o f  

th e  oommon Aryan o r ig i n  t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  w ith  v a r io u s  na

t u r a l  f o r c e s  p e r s o n i f i e d  and d e i f i e d #  The V e d ic  r e l i g i o n  

waB i n  f a c t  th e  c u l t  o f  n a tu r a l  f o r c e s .  In d ra  w as wor

sh ip p ed  a s  th e  t r i b a l  God; Agni aB th e  f i r e - g o d j  H itr a  a s  

a  s u n -g o d ; V aruna a s  a  sk y -g o d ;  and D yaush p i t a r  a s  th e  

A l l - i n c l u s i v e  H eaven . H ow ever, th e r e  were p r e v a i l i n g  two  

d e f i n i t e  t e n d e n c ie s  a lr e a d y :  th e  in c r e a s in g  p e r s o n i f i c a 

t i o n  o f  t h e  pow ers o f  n a t u r e ,  and th a t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  e p i 

t h e t s  o f  th e  same God. I le a n v /h ile , in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  f u n c t io n 

a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  t o  U l t r a ,  f o u r  more su n -g o d s  were added: 

S u rya , f t a v l t a r ,  P u sh an , and V ish n u . And such new god s a s  

V a ta , th e  w in d -g o d , P a r ja n y a , th e  r a in - g o d , and R udra, th e  

a to rm -g o d , now a p p ea red  in  th e  P antheon  o f  H in d u ism . The 

se e d  o f  k a th e n o th e is m  h a v in g  th u s  b e e n  sow n, th e  r e c o n c i l i n g  

te c h n iq u e  th ro u g h  d e ity -n m a lg a m a tio n  m ean w h ile  becam e th e  

fr u ^ t  w ith  th e  s im u lta n e o u s  c o n se q u en ce  t h a t  th e  H indus have  

from  t h e  day o f rem ote a n t i q u i t y  rem ained  f a r  more r e l i g i o u s  

than  an y  o th e r  p e o p le — w ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  th e  Jew s and

1 .  The R ig -V e d a , Y a ju r-V e d a , Sam a-V eda, and A th a rv a -V ed a .
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C h r is t ia n s — and t h e i r  r e l i g i c u s  s e n t i m e n t a l i t y  h a s  e v e n  

ten d e d  t o  ex tr em e  f a n a t i c i s m  and e x tr a v a g a n c e  a s  com pared  

w ith  th e  G reeks and th e  C h in e s e .

The s c r i p t u r e s  c o n s t i t u t e  a  sy s te m  o f d u t i e s  in 

v o lv in g  commands and p r o h i b i t i o n s  w ith  no l a w - g l v e r ,  w h ich  

have b e e n  to k e n  a s  e t e r n a l  t r u t h s  r e v e a le d  t o  man and de

m anding man’ s  s u b m is s io n  t o  th em . They p o in t  t h r e e  p a th s  

to  freed o m  from  p a in  and th e  a t ta in m e n t  o f  s a l v a t i o n :  r ig h t

a c t io n  (karm a?. m e d ita t io n  i n  th e  form  o f  p r a y e r ,  and know

le d g e  w h ich  c o n s i s t s  in  th e  p r a c t i c a l  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  

t r u t h s .  M o reo v er , t h e y  g iv e  a  m y s t ic  a c c o u n t o f  th e  s o o i a l  

d i v i s i o n s  o f th e  fo u r  m ain c a s t e s  and s e t  f o r t h  t h o s e  r u l e s  

a s d e f i n i n g  th e  d u t i e s  o f  e a ch  o f  them  in  o rd er  t h a t  e a ch  

may a c q u ie s c e  in  th e  suprem acy o f th e  Brahmans and t h e  h i e r 

arch ica l s o o i a l  o rd er  may b e  th e r e b y  m a in ta in e d . They a t 

tem pt t o  j u s t i f y  th e  d iv in e  c r e a t io n  o f th e  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  

a s  w e l l  a s  th e  d i v i n i t y  o f  k in g s h ip .  iS h ile  in  P l a t o ’ s  R e- 

nub l i e  s o c i a l  c l a s s  d i s t i n c t i o n s  a re  a c c o u n te d  f o r  on a  

p s y c h o lo g ic a l  b a s i s ,  t h e  V edas d e s c r ib e  th e  c a s t e  d i v i s i o n s  

i n  a  r a th e r  m y th ic a l  way u n d er  an i m p l i c i t  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  

d i v i s i o n  o f  c o o p e r a t iv e  la b o r  d i r e c t e d  to w a rd s t h e  same e n d .  

Thus, o f  th e  same p r im e v a l p e r s o n , th e  m outh p rod u ced  t h e  

Brahmans, th e  p r i e s t l y  c l a s s ;  th e  arms p ro d u ced  t h e  K s h a tr l -  

y a s ,  th e  w a r r io r  c l a s s ;  th e  t h ig h s  p rod u ced  th e  V a is y a s ,  

th e  oommon p e o p le ;  and th e  f e e t  p rod u ced  th e  S u d r a s , t h a t  i s ,  

th e  s l a v e s .  Such was th e  m y th ic a l  a c c o u n t  g iv e n  i n  th e  V e d a s .
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D u rin g  t h e  Brahm anic P e r io d  (1 0 0 0 -5 0 0  B . C .)  Hindu  

r i t u a l i s m  w as d e f i n i t e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  and t h e  d e s p o t ic  su 

prem acy of th e  Brahmans o v e r  th e  r e s t  c o m p le te d . The Brah

man a s  w r i t t e n  a s  e a r l y  a s  800  B . C . on p u rp o se  to  c o n s o l i 

d a te  th e  p r e s t i g e  o f t h e  p r i e s t l y  c l a s s  w ere t h e o l o g i c a l  

t r e a t i s e s ,  e m p h a s iz in g  s a c r i f i c e s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  F or them  

th e  p u rp o se  o f  s a c r i f i c e  was t o  a c q u ir e  b o th  a  happy f u t u r e ,  

and tem p o ra l b l e s s i n g s ,  and t h e r e f o r e  s a c r i f i c e s  became 

more s i g n i f i c a n t  th a n  th e  gods s a c r i f i c e d  t o .  The p r i e s t s  

v/ho p erfo rm ed  th e  s a c r i f i c e s ,  now came to  be e s te e m e d  a s  

h i g h ly  a3 th e  o ld  V e d ic  d e i t i e s .  As s a c e r d o t a l i s m  h a s  r e 

m ained a s i g n i f i c a n t  p h a se  o f  H induism  e v e r  s i n c e ,  h o ld in g  

f i r m ly  t o  t h e  s a n c t i t y  o f  th e  r i t u a l  m o n o p o liz ed  in  th e i  r  

h a n d s , th e  p r i e s t l y  c l a s s  h ave  c o n t in u e d  suprem e i n  th e  H in

du com m unity , th e  more s o  s in c e  t h e y  have b een  th e  fe w  in 

t e l l e c t u a l  h e r e d i t a r y  a r i s t o c r a t s .  *

1 .  *In th e  B rah m an ica l c a n o n , ' w r i t e s  G h o sh a l, "not o n ly  
a r e  th e  p e r so n  and p r o p e r ty  o f  th e  p r i e s t l y  o r d e r  p ro
t e c t e d  b y  th e  s e v e r e s t  p e n a l t i e s  b u t t h e y  a r e  armed w ith  
a fo r m id a b le  a r r a y  o f im m u n it ie s  w h ich  in c lu d e s  c a p i t a l  
p u n is h m e n t .” (H is t o r y  o f  H indu P o l i t i c a l  T h e o r ie s . p .  
1 4 ) .  In  th e  r o y a l  c o u r t  o f  j u s t i c e  and th e  c o u n c i l  o f  
m i n i s t e r s  th e  p r i e s t l y  o rd er  i s  a s s ig n e d  th e  r ig h t  o f  
h o ld in g  h ig h  o f f i c e .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  Brahmans h ave  
th e  d iv in e  r i g h t  o f  s p i r i t u a l  t e a c h in g  and o f  g u a r d ia n 
s h ip  o f t h e  S a cred  Law (Pharm a) b in d in g  e v e r y  p h a se  o f  
th e  Hindu com m unity and e v e r y  a c t  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l .  In  
t h i s  way t t  Brahmans sh p re  th e  r u l in g  p r i v i l e g e  w ith  
t h e  K sh a tr jy a e  u n d er  th e  d o o t r in e  o f  j o i n t  l o r d r t i ip .
The k in g  i s  e n t r u s t e d  w ith  th e  h i g h e s t  e x e c u t iv e  fu n c 
t i o n s ,  b u t n o t  a s  an i r r e s p o n s i b l e  d e s p o t*  In  one s e n s e  
th e  Brahmans fo rm  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  bod y  w h ile  th e  k in g  
a c t s  a s  th e  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e .
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From th e  V edas t o  t h e  U p a n ish a d s  (w h ich  had b een  

m o s t ly  com posed by th e  tim e  o f  Gautama B udd ha), s e r io u s  

a h a n g es happened t o  th e  l i f e - y i e w  and w o r ld -v ie w  o f  th e  

H in d u s , t i h i l e  th e  V e d ic  A ryans had e n t e r e d  th e  P un jab  a s  

b u oyan t and jo y o u s  a s  c o u ld  b e ,  a s  c e n t u r i e s  w ent on a lo n g  

th e  c o u r s e  o f  th e  G anges R iv e r  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a r i s t o c r a t s  

who had l e i s u r e  t o  t h in k  and m e d ita te  grew  w eary  o f  th e  

t r a n s le n o y  o f  l i f e  and came t o  c r a v e  f o r  an e t e r n a l  rea lm  

o th e r  th a n  t h i s  f i c k l e  w orld  in  o r d e r  t h a t  th e y  m igh t a t 

t a i n  th e  e te r n s t l  b l i s s  f r e e  from  p a in ,  so rro w  and a g o n y .

Back o f  su ch  a  p e c u l ia r  l i f e - v i e w  w ere m e c h a n ic a l cosm ogony, 

p a n t h e i s t i c  c o sm o lo g y , and p o p u la r  b e l i e f  in  t r a n s m ig r a t io n ,  

r e in c a r n a t io n ,  and th e  Law o f  K a m a . T hroughout th e  U p a n i-  

sh a d s o f  th e  c e n t r a l  im p o r ta n ce  w as th e  d o c t r in e  o f  Brahman 

and Atman, th e  fo rm er  b e in g  th e  w o r ld -b e in g  and th e  l a t t e r  

th e  w o r ld - s o u l  m a n ife s te d  and e n c h a in e d  i n  in d iv id u a l  be

i n g s .  The w h o le  phenom enal w orld  i s  maya s i n c e  i t  i s  bu t a 

tem p o ra l m a n i f e s t a t io n  o f  th e  u n iv e r s a l  w i l l  o f  Brahman. 

Brahman iB th e  s o l e  s o u r c e  and c a u s e  o f  th e  e m a n a t io n , p re 

s e r v a t i o n ,  and d e s t r u c t i o n ,  o f  a l l  t h i n g s .  The w o r ld  o r i 

g i n a t e s  w ith  t h e  Brahm anic o rd er  and h a s  p a s s e d  th r o u g h  fo u r  

s t a g e s — K r i t a  y u g a , T r e t  a  y u g a , D vapara y u g a , and K a li  yuga—  

and h a s  becom e from  p u re  good t o  th e  w o r s t  w h ich  i s  t h e  con 

d i t i o n  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  s t a g e .  H ow ever, i t  i s  e x p e c te d  t h a t ,  

a f t e r  a  c e r t a i n  p e r io d  o f  t im e  h a s  e la p s e d ,  th e  w o r ld  w i l l  

r e v e r t  t o  t h e  Brahm anic o rd er  w herefrom  I t  w i l l  a g a in  b e g in
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t o  go over  th e  same p r o c e s s .  The tu r n in g  o f  th e  same w heel 

i s  e v e r - l a s t i n g *

The same i s  t r u e  o f  in d iv id u a l  l i f e *  A l l  e a r th ly -  

l i f e  i s  c h a r a c t e r iz e d  by change and t r a n s ie n o y *  S u f f e r in g  

i s  c o n s t a n t ,  t r a n s m ig r a t io n  i n e v i t a b le *  When th e  body p e r 

i s h e s ,  th e  s o u l  t r a n s m ig r a te s  and n e v e r  p e r i s h e s ,  and what 

i s  m o re , i t  h a s  t o  r e - in c a r n a t e  i t s e l f  a f t e r  numerous rounds  

o f b ir t h  and d e a t h .  D e l iv e r a n c e  from  th e  w h ee l o f b i r t h  and  

d e a th  i s  n o t e v e n tu a l*  The Law o f  Karma a lw a y s  tu r n s  th e  

w h eel*  I t  sh a p e s  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t r a n s m ig r a t io n  and th e  

s t a t u s  o f  r e - in c a r n a t io n *  O nly i n  c a s e  good d e e d s  have b een  

a ccu m u la ted  in  th e  s u c c e s s i v e  ro u n d s o f th e  w h e e l, th e  s o u l  

can f i n a l l y  be f r e e d  from  r e b ir t h  and a t t a i n  e t e r n a l  b l i s s .  

The p a s t  d e e d s  (karm a) d e te r m in e  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t i o n  and  

i t s  d u t i e s ,  and th e  p r e s e n t  d e e d s  (karm a) p o in t  t o  th e  f u 

tu r e  d e s t i n y .  I t  i s  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  moment t h a t  th e  s o u l  

h a s  freed om  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  i tB  f u t u r e  by p erform 

in g  Karma i n  th e  r ig h t  s p i r i t *  The Law o f  Karma th u s  op en s  

th e  way o f  hope and a l lo w s  th e  ch a n c e  o f  p u r i f y in g  th e  

mind* I t  e v o lv e d  ou t o f  th e  p r im it iv e  A ryan c o n c e p t  o f  j u s 

t i c e  w h erea s  th e  id e a  o f  r e - l n c a r n a t lo n  w h ich  had n o t  ap 

p ea red  in  th e  V e d ic  hymns seem ed t o  have b een  d e r iv e d  from  

D r a v ld ia n  b e l i e f *  For c e n t u r i e s  t h e s e  two t h e o l o g i c a l  dog

mas—  th e  Law o f  Karma and th e  P r in c ip le  o f  B enL ncarnation—  

have fu n c t io n e d  a s  t h e  m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  n o r m a tiv e  f a c t o r s  

m o t iv a t in g  s o c i a l  c o n d u c t  among th e  m a sse s  o f  th e  Hindu
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com m unity .

To a t t a i n  t o  an  e t e r n a l  l i f e  o f  c o m p le te  b l i s s ,  th e  

w h eel o f  e n d l e s s  l i v i n g  m ust be g o t  r id  o f .  T h is  d e s i r e  f o r  

s e l f - e m a n c ip a t io n  n e c e s s i t a t e s  th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  d e s i r e  w h ich  

i s  th e  e s s e n t i a l  e le m e n t o f  l i f e  and w h ich  i s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  

p a in *  U n le s s  Atman i s  c o m p le te ly  f r e e d  from  w o r ld ly  d e B ir e ,  

th e  b l i s s  o f  Brahman c a n n o t be a t t a in e d *  On t h i s  a c c o u n t ,  

th e r e  a r e  open tw o w ays o f  d e l iv e r a n c e :  ( 1 ) th e  g rad u a l

way open t o  e v e r y b o d y  w h ich  h o ld s  t o  th e  Law o f  Karma, and 

( 2 ) th e  th o r o u g h  one f o r  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  o n ly  b y  a c q u ir 

in g  k n o w le d g e . To th e  Brahmans c o n s ta n t  t r a n s m ig r a t io n  i s  

cauBed by ig n o r a n c e  and p a s s i o n .  Atman and Brahman b e in g  

e s s e n t i a l l y  i d e n t i c a l ,  to  d i s c o v e r  Atman one lia s  t o  a c q u ir e  

sa o r e d  k n ow led ge  (V ed a) by  tu r n in g  inw ard  and m e d ita t in g  in  

s i l e n c e  u n t i l  a  s p i r i t u a l  v i s i o n — th e  kn ow led ge o f  Atman—  

i s  a t t a i n e d  th r o u g h  i n t u i t i o n *  To know Atman i s  th e n  to  

r e a l i z e  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y  w ith  Brahman— t o  a b so r b  th e  s e l f  

in  Brahman-Atman •

B e s id e s  " i n t e l l e c t u a l "  c o n te m p la t io n , t h e r e  w ere  

two o th e r  w ays o f  s a l v a t i o n i  r i t u a l  p er fo rm a n ce  and a s c e t i c  

p r a c t i c e *  T r a d it io n a l  Brahmans h e ld  t o  r i t u a l i s m *  But 

num erous h e r m its  w a n d er in g  in  th e  G en g e tlo  v a l l e y  p u rsu ed  

m e d ita t io n  and a s c e t i c i s m ,  d e s e r t i n g  a l l  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n 

s h ip s  and r e n o u n c in g  a l l  e a r t h l y  v a n i t y  and m a t e r ia l  a v a r ic e *  

They had a  oomraon aim  in  v ie w , w h ich  w&b t o  s e a r c h  a f t e r  t h e  

r ig h t  way t o  s e l f - e m a n c ip a t io n  from  t h e  w h e e l o f  e n d le s s
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l i v i n g *  The r e s u l t  was th e  fo r m u la t io n  o f  th e  v a r io u s  s y s 

tem s o f  p h i lo s o p h y  in  a n c ie n t  In d ia *  The t r a d i t i o n a l  

s c h o o l s — H yaya, V a is e s h ik a ,  Gamkhya, Y o g a , Mimamsa, end 

V ed an ta— a ck n o w led g ed  t h e  d iv in e  a u t h o r i t y  and o r i g i n a l i t y  

o f  th e  V ed a s; w h erea s t h e  L o k a y a ta s , J a i n s ,  and B u d d h is t s ,  

w ere h e te r o d o x  from  th e  v e r y  b e g in n in g *

D u rin g  th e  P h i lo s o p h ic  P e r io d  (5 0 0 -2 5 0  B* C . ) ,  

w h ile  th e  prophetB  w ere p r e a c h in g  t h e i r  new g o s p e l s  o f  s a l 

v a t i o n ,  th e  m a sses  v^ere s t i l l  l e f t  u n der th e  sw ay o f  th e  

Brahm anic p r i e s t s *  The U p an ich ad s j u s t i f i e d  th e  c a s t e -  

sy stem  on th e  ground o f  th e  c o n c e p t o f  Law o r  D u ty  (Pharm a) 

v/hioh p r e s u p p o s e s  th e  d i v i s i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  in t o  su ch  com

p o n en t u n i t s  a s  th e  fo u r  c a s t e s  and th e  fo u r  s t a g e s  o f  l i f e  

in  th e  way t o  d e l iv e r a n c e .  The Pharma i s  th e  t r u t h  d e r iv e d  

from th e  w o r ld -o r d e r *  I t  i s  th e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  s a n c t io n  o f  

th e  a c t i o n  o f  th e  t h r e e  o a s t e s  b e lo w  th e  Brahm ans, e v en  

o v e r - r id in g  th e  c i v i l  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  K s h a t r iy a .  In  th e  

s o c i a l  l i f e  c f  th e  H indus i t  I s  h e ld  in  d i v i n e  e s te e m  a s  th e  

cod e o f  m o ra ls*  The B u ie  o f  Pharma m ust b e  o b ser v ed  f o r  

Pharm a*s sak e*  But on a c c o u n t  o f  i t s  e x t e r n a l  d iv in e  sa n c 

t i o n  and a r b i t r a r y  d e fe n c e  o f  th e  c a s t e - s y s t e m  on th e  b a s i s  

o f  p r e d e te r m in ism  i t  becam e t h e  c o d e  o f  s o o i a l  l e g a l i s m  

among th e  H indus*

I t  w as a g a i n s t  su ch  a  d e t e r m i n i s t i c  c a s t e - s y s t e m  and  

th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c e r e m o n ia l s a c e r d o t a l i s m  o f  t h e  o b s t in a t e  

Brahmans th a t  Gautama Buddha r a i s e d  h i s  p r o t e s t *  The fo rm er
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he condem ned a s  u n e t h i c a l ,  t h e  l a t t e r  a s  im m ora l. In  t h e i r  

s t e a d  he p r e a c h e d  th e  l o f t y  m oral id e a l i s m  and p r o p a g a te d  

th e  cro w n in g  p h a se  o f  a n c ie n t  In d ia n  p h ilo s o p h y  a s  th e  r ig h t  

way o f  s a l v a t i o n  fo r  t h e  w h ole  m ank ind . As C h r i s t i a n i t y  

r o s e  in  r e v o l t  a g a in s t  J u d a ism , so  d id  Buddhism  c h a l le n g e  

Brahm anism .*  B e fo r e  t h e  p u b l i c  he d e n ie d  t h e  Brahman c a s t e  

and th e  d iv in e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  V edas and c o n s id e r e d  an y  

a ttem p t t o  w in  s a l v a t i o n  b y  o f f e r i n g s  cru d e  and ab su rd *

In  h i s  e y e s  an im al s a c r i f i c e s  w ere a s  c r u e l  a s  murder* Y et 

he d id  n o t m eet th e  m is e r a b le  f a t e  J e su s  C h r is t  d i d ,  a l 

thou gh  he p rea ch ed  a b s o l u t e l y  th o ro u g h  m o ra lism  w h ile  r e -
2

c o g n iz in g  no b o u n d a r ie s  b e tw e e n  H eaven and L'arth* J e su s  

s t a r t e d  from  th e  r e p u d ia t io n  o f P h a r is a is m , but Gautama 

d e v e lo p e d  h i s  sy s te m  q u it e  in d ep en d e n t o f  th e  V e d a s . Q uite  

tr u e , Buddhism  b egan  more a s  an in d ep en d e n t th a n  ao  a r e v o 

lu t io n a r y  m ovem ent. The Brahmans w ere d is r e g a r d e d  r a th e r  

th an  condem ned . v e n  th o u g h  t h e r e  w ere In c o m p a tib le  d i f 

f e r e n c e s  b e tw e en  Buddhism  and Brahm anism , t h a t  c o n f l i c t  m ust 

be t r a c e d  b a ck  t o  th e  r i v a l r y  b e tw een  th e  K a h a tr iy a s  and th e  

Brahmans* Born t h e  e l d e s t  so n  o f  a  Sakya m onarch an yon e

1* In  p la c e  o f  "H induism * 1 p u t "Brahmanism* b e c a u se  Hindu
ism  d e s e r v e s  d i f f e r e n t  a p p e la t lo n s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  p e r io d s ,  
an d , what i s  m ore, i t  was p r im a r i ly  t o  th e  Brahman 
c a s t e  t h a t  Gautama s to o d  in  o p p o s i t io n  th ro u g h o u t h i s  
e v a n g e l i c a l  work*

2 .  v .h i le  r e v o l t i n g  a g a in s t  J e w ish  l e g a l i s m ,  J e s u s  p rea ch ed  
a b s o lu t e  m oral ism  on E a r th  b u t i n e v i t a b l e  l e g a l i s m  in  
Heaven (v . Supra, pp• 51-57 .)
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vrould h a v e  c ju e s tio n e d  t h e  suprem acy o f  th e  p r l e a t s  o v e r  t h e  

r u le r s  i n  th e  age o f  Oautama• I t  was n o t h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  

s t r u g g le  f o r  a n y  w o r ld ly  v a n i t y ,  and y e t  i t  was on a c c o u n t  

o f  h i s  o p p o s i t io n  t o  th e  t y r a n n ic a l  Brahmans th a t  he c o u ld  

r e c r u i t  numerous a d h eren tB  from  among th e  K s h a tr iy a s ,  and  

th a t  h i s  t e a c h in g s  e a s i l y  won th e  f a i t h  o f  w a r r io r s  and  

raonarchs-* In  th e  v a r io u s  c e n t u r ie s  f o l lo w in g  h i s  d e a t h ,  

Buddhism f l o u r i s h e d  u n der th e  p a tr o n a g e  o f  r u l e r s -  As an  

a g en cy  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o r d e r  i t  m arked i t s  b e g in n in g  from  th e  

r e ig n  o f  K ing Aaoka (2 7 3 -2 5 2  3* C * )-  T h is  fam ous m onarch  

w h ile  r u l in g  a lm o st  a l l  o v e r  I n d ia  made Buddhism  th e  3t a t e  

r e l i g i o n  and th e  f i r s t  e n t e r p r i s in g  f o r e i g n  m is s io n  was 

s e n t  to  C ey lo n  by h i s  so n  about t h e  y e a r  250 B* C*

The p r o s p e r i t y  o f  Buddhism (2 5 0  B* C #-500  A* I).)  

waB s u c c e e d e d  b y  th e  r e v i v a l  o f  Brahmanism (5 0 0 -1 0 0 0  A* D .)  

w hioh p a s s e d  over  t o  th e  c o m p le t io n  o f  H induism  (1 0 0 0 -1 5 0 0  

A* D *) • By t h e  n in t h  c e n tu r y  Buddhism w as a lm o s t  c o m p le te 

l y  d r iv e n  ou t from  i t s  n a t iv e  la n d  and h a s  n e v e r  g a in e d  any  

e x te n d e d  in f lu e n c e  a t  home e v e r  s in c e *  * L o g ic ia n s  w ere  

no m atch  f o r  p o l i t i c i a n s ;  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  su r r e n d e r e d  t o  r e 

fo rm e rs; and b e l l i g e r e n t s  succum bed t o  r e c o n c i lo r s *  To 

c o u n te r a c t  th e  a th e is m , d em ocracy  and c o sm o p o lita n ism  a d v o 

c a te d  b y  t h e  B u d d h is t s ,  th e  Brahmans c o u ld  e a s i l y  a c c o m p lish

1* There a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  about a s  many B u d d h is ts  a s  t h e r e  
a r e  J a in s  i n  In d ia *
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t h e i r  p u rp o se  b y  r e v i v in g  t h e i r  k a th e n o th e is m , a r i s t o c r a c y  

and n a t io n a l i s m .  As lo n g  a s  th e  K3h a t r iy a s  were r i v a l i n g  

th e  Brahm ans, Buddhism  m igh t rem ain  a r a t i o n a l  ground o f  

a p p e a l .  H ow ever, a t  th e  v e r y  r o o t  o f t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  sp e c u 

l a t i o n ,  th e  e a r l y  B u d d h is ts  te n d e d  t o  th e  s o c i a l  c o n tr a c t  

t h e o r y  and r e p u b l ic a n is m . * H in d u ism , on th e  c o n t r a r y ,  

fa v o r e d  th e  d iv in e  r i j $ i t  th e o r y  o f k in g s h ip  and a f f ir m e d  

m onarch ism . S m all w onder th e  r e v i v a l  o f  H induism  wa3 i n 

a u g u ra ted  b y  th e  In d ia n  d y n a s ty  o f  th e  G uptas s t a r t i n g  from  

320 A .  D .

The s tr u g g L e  l a s t e d  from  th e  4 th  to  th e  9 th  c e n 

tu r y  and ended w ith  th e  c o m p le te  v i c t o r y  of H in d u ion  o v er  

Buddhism . The e f f o r t  o f  Kum&rila and dankara in  th e  8 t h  

and 9 th  c e n t u r i e s  deaxt, a  d e a th -b lo w  to  th e  th e n  d e g e n e r 

a te  Buddhism in  I n d ia  b y  in c o r p o r a t in g  many B u d d h is t ic  

e le m e n ts  i n t o  t h e i r  own i n s t i t u t i o n .  I t  w as e s s e n t i a l l y  due 

t o  su ch  a  r e c o n c i l i n g  te o h n iq u e  th a t  H induism  tr iu m p h ed  

over B uddhism . T hroughout c e n t u r i e s  a s  an a g e n c y  of s o 

c i a l  o rd er  in  I n d ia  H induism  h a s  a p p e a le d  t o  what we may c a l l  

"the r e c o n c i l i n g  te c h n iq u e  th r o u g h  d e ity -a m a lg a m a tio n  and

1 .  C f • O h o sh a l, H is t o r y  o f  Hindu P o l i t i c a l  T h e o r ie s ,  p p .
1 2 2 - 1 2 3 .  The e a r l y  B u d d h ist c a n o n i s t s  a tte m p te d  t o  t r a c e  
th e  o r ig i n  o f  th e  human k in g s h ip  t o  th e  demand o f  a s t a t e  
o f  n a t u r e ,  i n  w h ich  t h e f t  and i n j u s t i c e  p r e v a i l e d ,  and  
from  w h ich  t h e  k in g  was e l e c t e d  b y  a  v o lu n ta r y  a s s e m b ly  
o f  p e o p l e .  The n a t u r a l  s t a t e ,  w h ic h , h o w ev er , was p re 
c ed ed  b y  a  p e r io d  o f  g r o w in g  d e g e n e r a c y  and a ccu m u la t
in g  e v i l ,  e v e n t u a l ly  p a s s e d  o v e r  t o  a  c i v i l  and p o l i t i 
ca l s ta te*
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c a s t e - a d m is a io n .*  The way i t  m a in ta in e d  s o c i a l  o r d e r  i s

w e l l  rem arked b y  B ir  C h a r le s  s l i o t  in  th e  f o l lo w in g  p a s -  
1s a g e s

W henever a  p o p u la r  c u l t  g rew  im p o r ta n t  
or w h en ever  Brahm anic i n f lu e n c e  sp r e a d  t o  
a  new d i s t r i c t  p o s s e s s in g  su ch  a  c u l t ,  th e  
p o p u la r  c u l t  w as r e c o g n iz e d  and b ra h m a n ized .
T h is  p o l i c y  oan b e  a b u n d a n tly  i l l u s t r a t e d  
f o r  th e  l a s t  fo u r  or f i v e  c e n t u r i e s ,  and i t  
w as i n  o p e r a t io n  tw o and a  h a l f  m ille n iu m s  
ag o  or e a r l i e r *  I t  e x p la in s  th e  lo w  and 
m a g ic a l c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  r e s id u e  o f  p o p u la r  
r e l i g i o n ,  e v e r y  cerem ony and d e i t y  o f  im por
ta n c e  b e in g  p u t u n d er  Brahm anic p a tr o n a g e ,  
and I t  a l s o  e x p l a in s  th e  su d d en  a p p ea ra n ce  
o f  new d e i t i e s *

I t  was d u r in g  p o s t - B u d d h is t ic  d a y s  t h a t  S iv a is m ,  

w hich had a i l  s e n  in  one r e g io n ,  and V ish n u ism  in  a n o th e r ,  

came to  be r e o o n o i le d  w ith  Brahmanism th ro u g h  th e  fo r m a tio n  

o f th e  H indu T r ik a y a  w ith  Brahma a s  th e  C r e a to r ,  V ish n u  a s
f

the P r e s e r v e r ,  and S iv a  a s  the D e s t r o y e r .  The fo r m a tio n  o f  

such  a  t r i a d  h a s  l e d  many a t h in k e r  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  r i v a l  

c la im s  o f  v a r io u s  s e c t s  a s  w e l l .  Brahman becam e th e  Vbso- 

l u t e  B e in g  in  t h e  S ch o o l o f  V e d a n ta , and S iv a  was o r ig in 

a l l y  th e  V ed ic  s to r m -g o d  R udra. V ish n u  was n o t  v e r y  im por

ta n t  in  th e  V edas b u t w as now e l e v a t e d  t o  th e  h ig h e s t  to p  

and becam e th e  a ll-a m a lg a m a t in g  god w ith  an y  new d e i t y  a s  

i t s  new m a n i f e s t a t io n .  T h u s, K r ish n a  d e v e lo p e d  from  an  

e a r t h ly  h e r o  t o  an in c a r n a t io n  o f  V ish n u . P r in c e  Rama cams

1 .  Hinduism and Buddhism. V o l. I ,  p .  1 0 4 .
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t o  b e  w o rsh ip p ed  a s  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  th e  f i l i a l  s o n j  P r in 

c e s s  S i t a  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  f a i t h f u l  w ife *  and P r in c e  Lakshraana 

a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  r e s p e c t f u l  b r o th e r *  A l l  t h e s e  were r eg a r d e d  

a s  em bodim enta o f  V ish n u *

N e v e r t h e le s s ,  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  t h e r e  o u s t  h ave  b e e n  

some f a c t o r s  o f  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  s p i r i t  and r e s i s t a n t  pow er 

o f  t h e  Brahmans* The Brahmans a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p r i e s t s ;  

m ost o f  them  a r e  men o f  l e t t e r s  and i n t e l l i g e n c e *  W ith 

no h i e r a r c h ia l  i d e a  o f  c r e a t in g  a  s t a t e  ch u rch  th e y  have  

been h o u s e h o ld e r s  d i s t r i b u t e d  over  t h e  c o u n tr y  in  v i l l a g e s ,  

l i v i n g  a  g e n u in e  f a m i ly  l i f e  and u p h o ld in g  th e  c o n t i n u i t y  

o f  t h e i r  b lo o d  and t r a d i t i o n .  Pr<Ma tim e  im m em orial th e y  

have s to o d  f o r  th e  v i t a l  s t r e n g t h  o f  H induism * They w ou ld  

adm it e v e r y  new c r e e d  a s  an e le m e n t o f  H induism  and e v e r y  

new s e c t  a s  p a r t  o f th e  Hindu com m unity  p r o v id e d  some su ch  

r u le s  o f  th e  h o u se  b e  o b s e r v e d  a s  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  th e  Brahman 

c l a s s  and t h e o r e t i c a l  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e  V edas* T h u s, 

about 1 ,1 0 0  A* D* Ramanuja who fo u n d ed  t h e  f i r s t  g r e a t  

V aish n ava  s e c t  assum ed a  v e r y  l i b e r a l  p o l i c y  to w a r d s  r e l i 

g io u s  b o u n d a r ie s  in  m a t te r s  o f  w o r sh ip  and e v e n  a d m itte d  

M oslem s a s  members o f  h i s  com m u nity .

C a s te  h a s  rem ain ed  a  r e l i g i o u s  a s  w e l l  a s  s o o i a l  in 

s t i t u t i o n ,  and th e  T^hole c a a te -a y s te m  e ic p e c ts  i t s  l e g i t i m a t e  

s a n c t io n  from  t h e  Hharma* The Law-Book o f  M am (2 5 0  ? B . C . ) ,  

w h ile  p r e s c r i b i n g  nobbe p r e c e p t s  f o r  m ora l c o n d u c t ,  e la b o r 

a te d  th e  f o u r f o ld  o a s t  e - s y s t e m  on a  perm anent b a s i s  o f
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f a t a l i s m  and c o n s id e r e d  o b e d ie n c e  t o  t h e  Law— th e  c a s t e  

l# w  i n  p a r t i c u l a r — a s  th e  way o f  s a l v a t i o n .  I t  h a s  b e e n  

hoped t h a t  by m eans o f  such f a t a l i s t i c  l e g a l  io n  th e  p e o p le  

can b e  k e p t c o n te n t  w it h  t h e i r  own s t a t u s  in  t h i s  p r e s e n t  

l i f e .  But s t r i c t  l e g a l i s m  h a s  b e e n  e n fo r c e d  so  f a r  a s  t o  

c o n s id e r  i n t e r - d i e t ,  in t e r m a r r ia g e ,  and o th e r  k in d s  o f  in 

t im a te  c o n t a c t  b e tw een  d i f f e r e n t  c a s t e s ,  a s  t a b o o s .  E v ery  

new s e c t  w ould be a d m itte d  i n t o  th e  lo w e r  r a n k , and th e r e  

a r e  now adays o v er  two th o u sa n d  m u tu a lly  e x c l u s i v e  aub- 

c a s t c s  in c lu d e d  in  t h e  Hindu com m u nity . The o n ly  m ora l 

p rom ise  o f  r e l i e f  from  t h e  tomb o f  c a s t e  in t o  w h ich  one i s  

b orn , i s  made by th e  Lav/ o f  Karma th ro u g h  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  

b ir t h  and r e b i r t h .  I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  who e v e r  d o e s  good  

can in  s u c c e s s i v e  r e b ir t h s  p r o c e e d  t o  h ig h e r  c a s t e s ,  and 

th a t  e v e n  a Brahman w i l l  b e  d e g r a d e d  in  n e x t  b i r t h  t o  

lo w e r  c a s t e s  i f  he do e v i l  i n  t h i s  l i f e .  L e g a lism  In  l i f e ,  

m oral ism  th r o u g h  d e a th  I ThiB was a t  l e a o t  t r u e  o f  m e d ia e v a l  

H induism  u n d e r ly in g  th e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  o f  th e  Hindu com m unity .

2 .  The C o n v in c in g  M oral ism  o f  Gautama

Buddha
j f g r ■ i i f a S S S  -

L ife  i s  S ufferin g . -  I f  th e  technique of Hinduism 

in  m a in ta in in g  s o c i a l  o r d e r  was t h e  r e c o n c i l i n g  te c h n iq u e  

through deity-amalgamati on and oaste-adm ission , the technique 

of Buddhism must have been "the oonvinoiag technique through 

personal d e m o n s tr a t io n  and lo g ic a l  argumentation.* While
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th e  fo rm er  h o ld s  t o  l e g a l i s m  i n  l i f e  and m o ra llsm  th r o u g h  

d e a t h ,  t h e  l a t t e r ,  r e c o g n iz in g  no boundary l i n e  b e tw een  l i f e  

and d e a t h ,  a d v o c a t e s  th o r o u g h -g o in g  m orallsm * T r u e , Q auta- 

ma Buddha s u c c e e d e d  i n  s o c i a l i z i n g  m u tu a lly  e x c l u s i v e  i n d i 

v id u a l s  i n t o  an  o rd er  b y  c o n v in c in g  them  o f  t h e  n eed  and  

d u ty  o f  o b s e r v in g  c e r t a i n  r u l e s  o f  c o n d u ct th r o u g h  p e r s o n a l  

d e m o n s tr a t io n  and l o g i c a l  a r g u m en ta tio n *  In  h i s  l i f e  we 

f in d  h i s  p e r s o n a l  d e m o n s tr a t io n  and i n  h i s  th o u g h t h i s  l o g i 

c a l  a r g u m en ta tio n *

L i f e  i s  s u f f e r l n g l  I t  i s  n o t q u i t e  l i k e l y  t h a t  an y

one born  t o  b e  k in g  o f  a  g r e a t  la n d  w ould have sa id  so*

But i t  d id  form  th e  s t a r t i n g  p r e m ise  o f  th e  c a r e e r  and t e a c h 

in g  o f  Gautama Buddha* Such a  l i f e - v i e w  was i n  r e a l i t y  d e

r iv e d  from  t h e  g i f t  o f  t h e  i n t e l l e c t  o f  h i s  a g e*  The i d e a l  

man a s  p ic t u r e d  in  t h e  U p a n ish a d s was t h e  a s c e t i c  l i f e  o f  

a  w a n d e r in g  h e r m it  h a v in g  ren o u n ced  a l l  e a r t h l y  c l in g in g *

T h is  Gautama f o l lo w e d .  As so o n  a s  he d ia g n o s e d  th e  symptom  

o f  l i f e  t h a t  t h e  bod y i s  n o th in g  b u t a  n e s t  o f  d i s e a s e s  

w h ile  t h e r e  i s  no  su oh  perm anent e n t i t y  a s  th e  s o u l ,  he b e -  

oame a  s o c i a l  p h y s ic ia n  and p r o p o sed  r e m e d ie s  f o r  i t *  L ike  

many o t h e r  h e r m its  o f  t h e  U p a n ish a d lo  p e r io d ,  w ith  h i s  fram e  

o f  m ind t o  g e t  r id  o f  th e  w h e e l o f  e n d l e s s  l i f e  h e  d e v o te d  

th e  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e  t o  p r e a c h in g  h i s  new g o s p e l  o f  s a lv a 

t io n *  T h u s, i n  h i s  s t a r t i n g  p r o p o s i t i o n  h e  was a  p r o d u ct of 

h i s  com m unity and  in  th e  f u r t h e r  d e v e lo p m en t o f  i t  h e  be

came th e  g r e a t e s t  g u id e  o f  h i s  a g e*
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A c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  le g e n d a r y  a c c o u n t ,  Gautama Buddha 

( 56Q ?-480? B . C .)  w as h o rn  th e  Crown P r in o e  o f  t h e  Ik sh vak u  

f a m i ly  a t  t h e  c i t y  o f  K a p ila v a s  tu  on th e  b o r d e r s  o f  H epal 

n ea r  t h e  G anges R i v e r .  H is  f a t h e r ,  K ing Suddhodana, w as an  

a b l e ,  b e n e v o le n t  m onarch o f  th e  S&kya t r i b e ,  and e x p e c te d  

h i s  e l d e s t  son  from  h i s  b i r t h  t o  c o n t in u e  t h e  w o rth y  and 

r e v e r e d  r u le  i n  h i s  k ingdom , th u s  nam ing th e  p r in o e  S id d h a r -  

th a  (w h ich  m eans one who h a s a c c o m p lish e d  h i s  a im ) .  B rought 

up i n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  b u t lu x u r io u s  c ir c u m s ta n c e s ,  he was mar

r ie d  when n in e t e e n  y e a r s  ol<* t o  h i s  c o u s in  Y a so d h a ra , b y  

whom he l a t e r  had a  so n  named R&hula* A p p a r e n tly , he grew  

up t o  be a  p r e m is in g  fu tu r e  k in g ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  and v ir t u o u s *

But t h i s  g r e a t  w o r ld ly  ch a n ce  he d e c i s i v e l y  ga v e  up a t  th e  

age o f  t w e n ty -n in e  and n e v e r  r e s t o r e d  i t *

L ik e  m ost o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  H in du s o f  h i s  d a y , c h a r 

a c t e r i s t i c  o f  Gautama w ere b e n e f i c e n t  c h a r a c t e r  and contem 

p l a t i v e  m e n t a l i t y ,  and  i t  was n a tu r a l  t h a t  he w ou ld  sym pa

t h i z e  w ith  th e  p o o r  and th e  s i c k  and m e d ita te  on th e  p rob 

lem  o f  l i f e  and d e a th  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  o ld  a g e  and d ecay*

But o n ly  o u t s id e  o f  h i s  p a l a t i a l  en v iro n m en t c o u ld  he w i t 

n e s s  su ch  s u f f e r in g s *  S o , th e  le g e n d a r y  a c c o u n t  g o e s  f u r 

th er*  One d a y , w h i le  d r iv in g  ou t t o  th e  p a rk  th r o u g h  t h e  

f i e l d s ,  he saw  an  o ld  man s t r u g g l i n g  fo r  l i f e  w ith  h i s  

h e a r t  w eakened and o p p r e s s e d ;  n e x t  t im e ,  he saw  a  s i c k  man 

by th e  w a y s id e  s i g h in g  w ith  d eep -d raw n  g r o a n s ;  and a t  t h e  

t h ir d  t i m e ,  he saw  a  d ead  man b e in g  c a r r ie d  t o  th e  g r a v e -
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yard* How9 Gautama Buddha b eg a n  t o  o o n te m p la te  upon th e  

m is e r i e s  o f  d e c a y , i l l n e s s ,  and d e a th ,  and a t  C ourt he f e l t  

more d i s g u s t e d  b y  th e  e n t i o i n g  d e e d s  o f  p a la c e  l a d i e s  th a n  

e v e r  b e f o r e *

The l a s t  t im e  he went o u t  o f  th e  c i t y ,  he saw  th e  

t o i l  o f  t h e  ploughm an and p lo u g h in g  o x e n , and w h i le  s e a t e d  

b e n e a th  th e  shadow  o f  a  Gambu t r e e ,  he r e f l e o t e d  upon th e  

w ays l i f e  s u f f e r s  from  b i r t h  t i l l  d ea th *  T hereu pon , came 

to  him  a  B h ik sh u  ( a  m e n d ic a n t ) ,  and in  r e p ly  t o  th e  p r i n c e ' s  

q u e s t io n  ab ou t h i s  l i f e  and w ork , th e  l a t t e r  s a i d :  1

D e p r e sse d  and sa d  a t  th o u g h t o f  a g e ,  
d i s e a s e ,  and d e a t h ,  I h ave  l e f t  my home t o  
se e k  som e way o f  r e s c u e ,  b u t ev ery w h ere  I 
f in d  o ld  a g e ,  d i s e a s e ,  and d e a t h ,  a l l  t h in g s  
h a s t e n  t o  d e c a y  and t h e r e  i s  no perm anency; 
t h e r e f o r e  I  s e a r c h  f o r  th e  h a p p in e s s  o f  
so m e th in g  t h a t  d e c a y s  n o t ,  th a t  n e v e r  p e r 
i s h e s ,  t h a t  n e v e r  knows b e g in n in g ,  t h a t  lo o k s  
w ith  e<$ial mind on enem y and f r i e n d ,  th a t  
h e e d s  n o t  w e a lth  n or  b e a u ty , th e  h a p p in e s s  
o f  one who f i n d s  r e p o s e  a lo n e  in  s o l i t u d e ,  
in  some u n fr e q u e n te d  d e l l ,  f r e e  from  m o le s 
t a t i o n ,  a l l  th o u g h ts  abou t the w o r ld  d e s t r o y 
e d ,  d w e l l in g  i n  some l o n e l y  h e r m ita g e , un
to u c h e d  b y  a n y  w o r ld ly  s o u r c e  o f  p o l l u t i o n ,  
b e g g in g  f o r  fo o d  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  th e  body*

T h is  o p p o r tu n ity  t o  m eet a  B h ik sh u  i n  th e  su b u rb  m arked a  

tu r n in g  p o in t  in  I l l s  l i f e  and work* The Crown P r in c e  had  

now t o  c h o o s e  b e tw een  th e  kingdom  o f  w e a lth  and fam e and

1 .  A sv o g h o sh a , A L i f e  o f  Buddha* SBE.*  V o l .  XIX, Bk* I ,  s e c *  
5 ,  3 4 4 -3 4 7 , p p .  4 6 - 5 0 •  SB&* s ta n d s  f o r  th e  S a cred  B ooks  
o f  t h e  B a st*  and s o  .th rou gh ou t t h i s  s e c t io n *
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th e  kingdom  o f  t r u t h  en d  b l i s s *  Onoe and f o r  a l l ,  he  Chose  

th e  l a t t e r  t o  th e  fo r m e r l

On e n t e r in g  th e  c i t y  Gautama saw  p e o p le ,  o ld  and  

y o u n g , m ale  and f e m a le ,  j o i n i n g  and p a r t in g  from  e a c h  o t h e r ,  

and th e  i d e a s  o f  " s e p a r a t io n *  and " a s s o c ia t io n *  o c c u r r e d  t o  

h is  mind* T h erefrom  he r u sh e d  home and v e n t  s t r a i g h t  t o  h i s  

f a t h e r * s  p r e s e n c e ,  e x p la in in g  t o  h im  h i s  own d read  o f  a g e ,  

d i s e a s e ,  and d e a t h ,  and s e e k in g  r e s p e c t f u l l y  p e r m is s io n  t o  

become a  h e r m it*  "For a l l  t h in g s  in  th e  w o r ld ,"  he p ro 

c e e d e d , " though  now u n i t e d ,  te n d  to  s e p a r a t io n * "  * T h ere

fo r e  he p ra y ed  t o  l e a v e  t h e  "w orld , 11 th e  dom ain o f  t h e  f i v e  

d e s i r e s ,  in  o rd er  t o  f in d  " tru e d e l iv e r a n o e ."  The Icing  

d id  n o t g iv e  Mm p e r m is s io n  a t  a l l *  But th e  p r in c e  deemed  

Im pending th e  tim e  o f  " le a v in g  home" f o r  tire d e a t h l e s s  c i t y *  

on th e  e v e  o f  h i s  d e p a r tu r e  h e  w ent s o f t l y  i n t o  th e  room t o  

s e e  M s  s o n  R&hula and h i s  w i f e  Y osadhara who w ere  f a s t  

a s l e e p ,  and a t  m id n ig h t s t o l e  away on h o r se b a c k  w ith o u t  

aw aking them  and b id d in g  them  f a r e w e l l*  T h is  h a s  b een  r e 

p u ted  a s  " the G reat B e n u n c ia t io n * "

"ram ping and tr a i l  p in g ,  he a r r iv e d  a t  th e  o i t y - g a t e ,  

w here fro m , tu r n in g  b ack  t o  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  p a l a c e ,  he d e c la r e d ,

" I f  X e s c a p e  n o t  b i r t h ,  o ld  a g e ,  and d e a t h ,  f o r  everm ore I
2

p a s s  n o t  t h i s  a lo n g ."  v ith  h i s  coachm an accom p an yin g  h im ,
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he r o d e  a s  f a r  a s  th e  R iv e r  Anoma, and a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  i t  h e  

out o f f  h i s  h a ir  and s e n t  h i s  coachm an b a ck  w i t h  h i s  h o r se *  

He tu r n e d  a  h e r m it ,  e n t e r in g  t h e  p la o e  o f  a u s t e r i t i e s *  In  

th e  i n t e r i o r  o f  th e  w ood, he m et a  s e c t  o f  Brahman a s o e t i c s *  

He b e h e ld  t h e i r  r i t u a l  p er fo rm a n ce  and c h a n t in g  o f  th e  rays- 

t i o  p r a y e r s ,  w h io h , h o w ev e r , h e  c o n s id e r e d  n o t  a  t r u e  me

th od  o f  e s c a p e *  He d e s ir e d  t o  d e s t r o y  a l l  mundane i n f l u 

e n c e s*  In  h i s  e y e s ,  t h e  la w  w h ioh  t h e y  were p r a c t i c i n g ,  

th e y  s im p ly  i n h e r i t e d  from  t h e  d e e d s  o f  fo rm er  t e a c h e r s ,  

w h ile  t h e  p r in c e  h im s e l f  d e s i r e d  t o  d e s t r o y  a l l  su oh  com

b i n a t io n  and s e e k  a  la w  and t r u t h  w h ioh  a d m its  o f  no su ch  

a c c id e n t *  T h ereu p on , he l e f t  f o r  som ewhere e l s e *

M ea n w h ile , th e  m is s io n  s e n t  b y  h i s  r o y a l  f a t h e r  

o v e r to o k  him ; b u t he e x p r e s s l y  a s s u r e d  th e  grou p  o f  h i s  

f ir m  fram e o f  m ind t h a t  i n  ord er  t o  f i n d  th e  way o f  e s 

c a p in g  b i r t h ,  d i s e a s e ,  o ld  a g e ,  and d e a t h ,  he had t o  a p p ly  

h i m s e l f  t o  p u r i t y  o f  l i f e ,  w isd om , and th e  p r a o t io e  o f  

a s c e t i c i s m *  He d e c l in e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  th e  p a la c e  but s e t  ou t  

on w a n d er in g  fro m  tow n  t o  tow n and b e g g in g  h i s  f o o d ,  a c c o r d 

in g  to  t h e  r u le  o f  a l l  g r e a t  h e r m its  o f  t h e  a g e ,  c lo t h e d  

in  c o a r s e  Kas&ya g a rm en ts w ith  h i s  h ead  sh a v ed *  At R a ja g a h a , 

th e  c a p i t a l  o f  M agadha, he v i s i t e d  a n o th e r  grou p  o f  Brahm ans, 

in q u ir in g  a f t e r  t h e  way w h ereb y  t o  e s c a p e  o ld  a g e ,  d i s e a s e ,  

and d e a th *  In  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n ,  a  Brahman o f  t h e  

Samkhya s c h o o l  named Ar&da K&lama, q u o te d  b r i e f l y  from  th e  

v a r io u s  S u tr a s  and S a s t r a s  p a s s a g e s  i n  e x p la n a t io n  o f  a  way
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o f  d e l iv e r a n c e — th e  mode o f  e n d in g  b ir t h  and d e a th — on t h e  

p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  " so u l*  or th e  " I ."  The s o u l ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  

th em , p r a c t i c e d  w isdom  and t h e r e b y  fo u n d  d e l i v e r a n c e .  By 

t h e  pow er o f  w isdom  one p e r c e iv e d  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  b i r t h ,  

o ld  a g e ,  and d e a th *  On t h i s  w as fo u n d ed  t r u e  p h ilo s o p h y *  

C o n tra r y  t o  t h i s ,  " ig n o r a n c e*  and " p a s s io n 1* w ould  cauBe  

c o n s ta n t  " tr a n s m ig r a t io n ."  The t r u t h  o f  " so u l"  co u ld  n o t  

be d o u b te d !  or e l s e ,  t h e r e  can  be no way o f  e s c a p e .  A l l  

p e r c e p t io n  in v o lv e d  th e  " s o u l."  T herefrom  Ar&da p r o c e e d e d :  X

The o a u se  o f  th e  w h ir l  o f  l i f e ,  I  c l e a r 
l y  p e r c e iv e ,  i s  to  be p la c e d  i n  th e  e x i s t e n c e  
o f  " I ;*  b e c a u se  o f th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  t h i s  
c a u s e , r e s u l t  th e  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  r e p e a te d  
b ir t h  and d e a t h . . .  K in d lin g  w isd o m --o p p o se d  
to  dark  ig n o r a n e e t-m a k in g  m a n if e s t - - o p p o s e d  
to  co n cea lm en t and o b s c u r i t y ,— i f  t h e s e  fo u r  
rratterB  b e  u n d e r s to o d , th e n  we may e s c a p e  
b i r t h ,  o ld  a g e ,  and d e a t h .  B i r t h ,  o ld  a g e ,  
and d e a th  b e in g  o v e r ,  th e n  we a t t a i n  a  f i n a l  
p l a c e ;  th e  Brahmans a l l  d e p e n d in g  on t h i s  
p r i n c i p l e ,  p r a c t i c in g  th e m s e lv e s  i n  a  pu re  
l i f e ,  have a l s o  l a r g e l y  d i l a t e d  on i t ,  f o r  
th e  good o f  th e  w orld*

When Gautama went on a s k in g  a b o u t th e  e x p e d ie n t s  f o r  ob

t a i n i n g  t h i s  e s c a p e ,  Ar&da t o l d  him  a l l  r u l e s  o f  Brahm anio  

a s c e t i c  l i f e  i n  d e t a i l .  IXzt he b egan  t o  r e p u d ia te  th e  id e a  

th a t  when th e  "I" i s  r e n d e r e d  p u r e , th e r e  i s  t r u e  d e l i v e r 

a n c e . For him  r e t e n t i o n  o f  th e  id e a  o f  "I" g a in s  no f i n a l  

d e l iv e r a n c e  b e c a u s e  i t .  i s  a  germ i n  th e  la w  o f  b i r t h .

x * Op * P i t *. 31c. I l l ,  sec*  12 , 9 5 4 -9 5 8 , p p . 136-137
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A g a in , " d e a r  k n ow led ge*  a lw a y s  im p l ie s  some p o s s e s s o r  of 

i t ;  and i f  t h e r e  be a  p o s s e s s o r ,  th e r e  c a n  be no d e l iv e r a n c e  

from  t h i s  perm anent " I ."  "VJhat ArUda h a s  d e c la r e d  c a n n o t  

s a t i s f y  my h e a r t* "  s a i d  Gautama, * t h ia  o l e a r  k n ow led ge  i s  

n o t  'u n iv e r s a l  w isd o m ,' I  m ust go on and se e k  a b e t t e r  e x -  

p la n a t i  on • rt 1

The G reeks r e g a r d e d  th e  "n ob le  m an;* th e  C h in ese  

th e  s u p e r io r  man; and th e  H indus th e  a s c e t i c *  Legend o f t e n  

c o n fir m s  h i s t o r y *  The f u r t h e r  Gautama went on in  s e a r c h  

o f  a  b e t t e r  s y s te m , th e  more fam ous he becam e* At Mount 

Gay&—  -where th e r e  was a  tow n c a l l e d  U r a v i la  ( ? a i n - s u f f e r i n g  

f o r e s t ) — he b e h e ld  f i v e  Bhikobuo h o ld in g  t o  th e  r u l e s  o f  

m oral c o n d u c t , p r a c t i c i n g  a s o e t io l s m  and d w e l l in g  in  t h e  

gro v e  o f  m o r t i f i c a t i o n *  B e in g  h i m s e l f  an  a s c e t i c - p r i n c e ,  

he e a s i l y  won t h e i r  d i s c i p l e s h i p ,  and w ith  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  

he p r a c t i c e d  m o r t i f i c a t i o n ,  r e s t r a i n i n g  e v e r y  b o d i l y  p a s

s io n  and g i v i n g  up th o u g h t a b o u t s u b s ta n c e *  G ile n t  and 

s t i l l ,  l o s t  in  t h o u g h t f u l  m e d i t a t io n ,  he so  c o n t in u e d  f o r  

s i x  y e a r s ,  e a c h  d ay  e a t i n g  one hemp g r a in ,  h i s  b o d i ly  form  

sh ru n k en  and a t t e n u a t e d ,  s e e k in g  how t o  c r o s s  th e  s e a  o f  

b i r t h  and d e a t h ,  e x e r c i s i n g  h im s e l f  s t i l l  d e e p e r  and ad van c

i n g  fh r th e r *

L i f e  i s  s u f f e r i n g .  The lo n g e r  one l i v e s  i t ,  th e

Op * P i t *. 9 9 6 -9 9 7 , p p . 141-142



- 393 -

more s u f f e r in g  be h a s  t o  u n d e r g o l

The C ause o f  S u f f e r i n g * - -  At th e  c l o s e  o f  th e  s i x t h  

y e a r  o f  h i s  a s c e t i c  l i f e ,  when h e  w as t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o l d ,  

he came t o  th e  o o n v lo t lo n  t h a t  su ch  m eans o f  s e l f - t o r t u r e  

were n o t  th e  w ay w h ereb y  t o  e x t i n g u i s h  d e s i r e  and p ro d u ce  

e c s t a t i c  c o n te m p la t io n *  He c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  th e  m ind i s  

bound t o  l o s e  i t s  e a s e  b y  h u n g e r , t h i r s t  and f a t i g u e ,  and 

th a t  th e  mind w h ich  i s  n o t a t  r e s t  c a n n o t a t t a i n  th e  h ig h 

e s t  w isdom  o f  y o g a  c o n c e n t r a t io n .  A l l  a t  onoe he abandoned  

h i s  a u s t e r i t i e s ,  w uereupon h i s  f i v e  d i s c i p l e s  l e f t  him*

One n i g h t ,  w an d erin g  a lo n e  a lo n g  th e  N era n ja ra  R iv e r ,  he  

d ir e c t e d  h i s  c o u r s e  t o  U ru v e lfi n e a r  R ajagah a  and sto p p ed  

a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  th e  Bodhl t r e e ,  where h e  s a t  c r o s s - l e g g e d  

and c o n t in u e d  m e d ita t in g  f o r  s e v e n  d a y s*  H av in g  a lr e a d y  

r e c o v e r e d  h i s  h e a l t h  s i n c e  th e  abandonm ent o f  a s c e t i c i s m ,  

he s u c c e s s f u l l y  r e s i s t e d  th e  t e m p t a t io n s  o f  M Ar& --the Lord  

o f  f i v e  d e s i r e s *  U n in te r r u p te d ly  e x p e r ie n c in g  th e  b l i s s  o f  

a e l f - e a a n o ip a t io n  b e n e a th  th e  shade o f  th e  t r e e ,  he a t  l a s t  

a c c o m p lish e d  " the Ore a t  E n lig h ten m en t"  and awoke o n ly  to  

f in d  h im s e l f  c o m p le te ly  d e l iv e r e d  from  a l l  s u f f e r in g *  Hav

in g  h i t h e r t o  c a l l e d  h i a a e l f  t h e  "T ath agatha"  (o n e  who h a s  

gone th u s  in  th e  way o f  B u dd hahood ), h e  now becam e th e  

B u ddha*-"the e n l ig h t e n e d  o n e ."

'£hat i s  th e  u l t im a t e  c a u s e  o f  s u f f e r in g ?  At th e  en d  

o f  t h o s e  s e v e n  d a y s ,  Gautama t r a c e d  i t  o u t i n  t h e  C hain  o f
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C a u s a t io n i  *

S u f f e r in g  com es from  D ecay  and D eath*  
Deo a y  and  D eath  a r e  due t o  B ir th *
B ir t h  i s  due t o  e n d l e s s  E x i s t e n c e .  
E x is t e n c e  i s  due to  A ttaohm ent*  
A ttach m en t i s  due t o  T h ir s t*
T h ir s t  i s  due t o  S e n s a t io n *
S e n s a t io n  i s  due t o  s e n s o r y  C o n ta ct*  
C o n ta c t  i s  due t o  th e  S ix  S e n ses*
The S ix  S ens s  a r e  due t o  Name-and-Eorm  

(o r  U in d -a a d -B o d y ) •
Nam e-and-Porm  a r e  due to  C o n so lo u sn e ss*  
C o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  due t o  P r e d i s p o s i t io n s  

( sam p h aras) •
P r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  a r e  d u e t o  Ig n o ra n ce*

T h is  C h ain  o f  C a u sa tio n  i s  t h e  fam ous d o c t r in e  o f  th e  tw e lv e  

n ld a n a s  ( l i n k s  o f  th e  c a u s a l  c h a in ) — a la w  o f  c a u s a l i t y  

w hioh i s  a p p a r e n t ly  th e  Law o f  Karma l o g i c a l l y  tra n sfo r m ed *  

T h e r e fo r e ,  i f  th e  o r ig i n a l  s e e d  h e  d e s t r o y e d ,  a l l  s u f f e r i n g  

in c lu d in g  g r i e f ,  la m e n ta t io n ,  d e j e o t i o n ,  and d e s p a i r ,  w i l l  

he d e s tr o y e d *  The d e s t r u c t io n  o f  Ig n o r a n c e  i s  u l t im a t e  t o  

th e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  t h i s  w hole m ass o f  s u f f e r in g *

The d e s t r u c t io n  o f  ig n o r a n c e  c o n s i s t s  in  th e  c o m p le te  

a b se n c e  o f  l u s t *  I t  i s  on a c c o u n t  o f  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  T h ir s t —  

aocom panled  h y  p le a s u r e  and l u s t — t h a t  th e  p e r f e c t i o n  in  

wisdom  c a n n o t  h e  r e a c h e d , and h y  T h ir s t — f o r  p l e a s u r e ,  f o r  

e x i s t e n c e ,  and f o r  p r o s p e r i t y — man i s  a t ta c h e d  t o  t h e  w h ee l  

o f  e n d le s s  l i f e  and s o  hound t o  s u f f e r in g *

1* "The H a h d v a g g a ," I ,  1 ,  2 \  V ln a y a  T e x t s ,  P t .  I ,  SE E .,  
V o l .  X I I I ,  p p . 7 5 - 7 8 .
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B e ca u se  o f  T h ir s t  man i s  b o r a  a v e r  and o v e r  a g a in ,  

and y e t  i t  i s  n o t  a n y  s o u l  or  "I" b u t  th e  m ass o f  p r e d i s 

p o s i t i o n s  m oulded  in  th e  p r e s e n t  l i f e  t h a t  h a s  t o  p a s s  

o v e r  t o  n e x t  r e in c a r n a t io n  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  la w  o f  Karma*

In  r e a l i t y  th e r e  i s  no s o u l  a t  a l l *  The b o d y , s e n  s a t  1 o n a , 

p e r c e p t i o n s ,  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  fo r m in g  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and  

m oral c h a r a c t e r ,  and c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  do n o t c o n s t i t u t e  i t ;  

nor d o e s  a n y  o f  t h e s e  p s y c h o -p h y s io a l  e le m e n ts  i n t o  w h ich  

th e  I n d iv id u a l  i s  a n a ly z e d *  For Gautama, a n y th in g  compound 

i s  a n a ly z a b le  and i s  t h e r e f o r e  t r a n s i e n t ;  s i n c e  t h e  "I" i s  

so  c o n fo u n d , i t  i s  im perm an en t.  R e a l i t y  b e in g  c e a s e l e s s  

c h a n g e , th e  "I" i s  s im p ly  d e lu s io n *  The s o u l  i s  in  th e  lo n g  

ru n  th e  tem p ora l u n i t y  o f  t h e  f i v e  sk a n d h a a * But T h ir s t  

l e a d s  e v er y b o d y  t o  c r a v e  f o r  MI , W and t h i s  th o u g h t o f  "I" 

s in c e  w rong i s  n o t k n o w led g e  b u t ig n o r a n c e  w h ich  g i v e s  r i s e  

t o  a l l  so r r o w s  i n  th e  w o r ld *  U n le s s  one ca n  c o m p le te  th e  

end o f  ig n o r a n c e ,  h e  f i n d s  no t r u t h  and t h e r e f o r e  no way o f  

s a lv a t io n *

The C e s s a t io n  o f  T h i r s t *—  The f i r s t  o o n d i t io n  t o  

c e a s e  ig n o r a n c e  and s o  t o  c e a s e  s u f f e r i n g  i s  th e  a n n i h i l a t i o n  

o f  T h ir s t*  I t  i s  in d is p e n s a b le  t o  th e  a t ta in m e n t  o f  H ir -  

v a n a , th e  s t a t e  o f  perm anent b l i s s *  H ow ever, t o  f o r c e  one

s e l f  t o  a n n i h i l a t e  a l l  n a tu r a l  d e s i r e s  and o r g a n ic  im p u ls e s  

i s  t o  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  ty p e  o f  a s c e t i c i s m  w h ich  Gautama had  

abandoned* A l l  a c t i o n  m ast t h e r e f o r e  be m o d e r a te , and t h e  

m easu re  o f  i t s  m o d e r a tio n  i s  th e  r o u te  t o  s a l v a t i o n *  The
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g o a l  o f  th e  r o u t e  i s  N ir v a n a , T h e r e fo r e ,  N ir v a n a  i s  th e  

u l t im a t e  end  o f  a l l  m od era te  c o n d u c t}  th e  way t o  N irv a n a  i s  

th e  a b s o lu t e  e x t i n c t i o n  o f  t h e  th o u g h t o f  " I ,"  d e l iv e r a n o e  

from  t h e  " s e l f , "  th r o u g h  t h e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  T h i r s t ,  th e  ob

se r v a n c e  o f  r ig h t  d i s c i p l i n e  an d  y o g a  c o n c e n tr a t io n *  TOien 

N ir v a n a  i s  a t t a i n e d  one h a s  c e a s e d  t o  t h in k  o f  good or  

e v i l  and h a s  r i s e n  above b o th  good  and e v i l *  I t  i s  th e  

s t a t e  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  perm anent h a p p in e s s  in  w h ioh  a l l  T h ir s t  

i s  c e a s e d  and a l l  s u f f e r i n g  i s  d e s tr o y e d *  I t  may be a t 

ta in e d  d u r in g  l i f e  or a t  d e a th *  Gautama a t t a i n e d  i t  f o r  

th e  f i r s t  t im e  when lie a t t a i n e d  th e  e n lig h te n m e n t  u n d er  t h e  

B odhi t r e e ,  and b e l i e f  i n  N irv a n a  becam e the b a s i s  o f  Bud

d h i s t  m y s t ic is m — th e  s t a r t i n g - p o i n t  to w a rd s A rah & tsh lp , th e  

h ig h e s t  Buddhahood*

The way t o  N irv a n a  i s  th e  E ig h t f o ld  P a th  w h ioh  con

s i s t s  o f  e ig h t  p r e c e p t s :

R ig h t  V iew in g *
R ig h t T h in k in g*
R ig h t  Spooking*
R ight. B eh avin g*
R ig h t V o c a tio n *
R ig h t  E n d eavorin g*
R ig h t M in d fu ln e ss*
R ig h t M e d ita t in g *

The E ig h t f o ld  P a th  th u s  p r e s c r ib e s  r u l e s  m e d ia t in g  b e tw een  

s e l f - t o r t u r e  and s e l f - s e e k i n g *  Form ing th e  p r a c t i c a l  e t h i c s  

o f  B uddhism , i t  i s  th e  co d e  o f  t h e  z u le s  o f  m o d era te  a c t io n  

i n  ig s e s t  o f  tin : suprem e N ir v a n a .  on t h i s  ro a d  t o  A r a h a tsh ip
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one w ou ld  e v e n t u a l ly  subdue t e n  e r r o r s  w h ich  a r e  s in e s  

s e l f - d e l t a s  io n ;  d o u b t;  d ep en d en ce  on w ork; s e n s u a l  p asB lon B ;  

h a tr e d ;  lo v e  o f  l i f e  on e a r t h ;  d e s i r e  f o r  l i f e  i n  h e a v e n ;  

p r id e ;  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s ;  and ig n o r a n c e *  He who p u r su e s  

th e  P a th  i s  a  good man w h eth er  or  n o t  he w as b o m  a  Brahman* 

"That Brahman who h a s  rem oved from  h im s e l f  a l l  s i n f u l n e s s ,  * 

s a id  Gautama, “who i s  f r e e  from  h a u g h t in e s s ,  f r e e  from  im 

p u r i t y ,  s e l f - r e s t r a i n e d ,  who i s  an a c c o m p lish e d  m a ster  o f  

k n o w led g e , who h a s  f u l f i l l e d  th e  d u t i e s  o f  h o l i n e s s ,  su ch  a  

Brahman may j u s t l y  c a l l  h im s e l f  a  Brahman, w hose b e h a v io r  

i s  u n ev en  t o  n o th in g  in  t h e  w o r ld • " * Gone was th e  suprem acy  

o f th e  Brahman c a s t e I

P u b l ic  M in is t r y  th ro u g h  C o n v in c in g  Z e a l*—  H aving  

th u s  d e l iv e r e d  h im s e l f  from  s u f f e r i n g ,  in  th e  w or ld  f u l l  o f  

p a in  and so rro w  he c o u ld  n o t b u t c h e r i s h  a  w ish  t o  p r e a c h  

th e  new g o s p e l  o f  s a l v a t i o n — a  d eep  c o m p a ss io n  f o r  th e  

w e lfa r e  and p u r i t y  o f  “a l l  t h a t  l iv e * "  T h ereu p on , Gautama 

Buddha made up  h i s  mind t o  sp en d  th e  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e — from  

t h i r t y - f i v e  t o  e i g h t y  y e a r s  o f  a g e — f o r  h i s  e v a n g e l i c  woric.

"To whom s h a l l  I  p r e a c h  t h e  d o c t r in e  f i r s t ?  Hho w i l l  under-
o

sta n d  t h i s  d o c tr in e ? "  Gautama a sk ed  h im s e l f *  Then he  

th o u g h t he m igh t t r y  t o  p r e a c h  i t  f i r s t  t o  th e  f i v e  H hlkshu s  

who had a t t e n d e d  on him  d u r in g  th e  t im e  o f  h i s  s e l f - m o r t i -

1*
2 .

> O it*. X. 3 . 3t CD* C it* . PP* 7 9 -8 0 .
J P T x i  « ,  s i  l b l 57 .  p~ 90 .
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f i o a t lo n #  W andering down h e r e  and a c r o s s  t h e r e ,  he oame 

t o  B e n a r e s , t o  th e  d e e r  p ark  iB lp a ta n a , w here th e  f i v e  men

d ic a n t s  w ere  l i v i n g *  Through h i s  c o n v in c in g  z e a l  he su c 

c ee d e d  i n  w in n in g  them  o v e r  t o  h i s  way t o  B uddhahood. F i r s t  

o f  a l l ,  on e x p la in in g  t o  them  why h e  had abandoned  th e  f o r 

mer a s c e t i c  l i f e ,  h e  c o n v in c e d  them  o f  th e  t r u t h  m e d ia t in g  

b etw een  a s o e t lo i s m  and h ed on ism s 1

T here a r e  tw o e x tr e m e s , w h ioh  h e  who h a s  
g iv e n  up th e  w o r ld , ought t o  a v o id .  What 
a r e  t h e s e  tw o e x tr e m e s?  A l i f e  g iv e n  t o  
p l e a s u r e s ,  d e v o te d  t o  p le a s u r e s  and l u s t s t  
t h i s  i s  d e g r a d in g , s e n s u a l ,  v u lg a r ,  i g n o b le ,  
and p r o f i t l e s s |  and  a  l i f e  g iv e n  t o  m o r t i f l 
ea  t i o n s i  t h i s  i s  p a i n f u l ,  I g n o b le ,  and p r o 
f i t l e s s *  By a v o id in g  t h e s e  tw o e x tr e m e s ,  
th e  T a th S g a ta  h a s  g a in e d  th e  k n ow led ge o f  
th e  M id d le  P a th  w hioh  l e a d s  t o  i n s i g h t ,  w h ioh  
l e a d s  t o  w isd om , w h ich  oon d u oes t o  c a lm , t o  
k n o w led g e , t o  t h e  Sam bodhl, t o  N ir v a n a .

S a lv a t io n ,  i f  i t  be d e l iv e r a n c e  from  th e  w h e e l o f  e n d le s s

l i f e ,  m ust r e s u l t  from  th e  k n ow led ge  o f  f o u r  t r u t h s — th e

Four N oble T r u th s— o f  w h ich  Gautama Buddha now p r o c e e d e d  t o
2o o n v in o e  them s

T h is  i s  th e  N ob le  T ruth  o f  S u f f e r in g !  
B ir th  i s  s u f f e r i n g !  d e c a y  i s  s u f f e r i n g !  i ll* *  
n e s s  i s  s u f f e r i n g !  d e a th  i s  s u f f e r i n g .  P r e s 
en ce  o f  o b j e c t s  we h a t e ,  i s  s u f f e r i n g !  s e p a r 
a t io n  from  o b j e c t s  we l o v e ,  i s  s u f f e r i n g .  
B r i e f l y ,  th e  f i v e f o l d  c l i n g i n g  t o  e x i s t e n c e  
I s  s u f f e r i n g .

1. 
2 .
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T h is  I s  t h e  H oble T ru th  o f  th e  C ause o f  
S u f f e r i n g :  T h i r s t ,  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  r e * b l r t h ,
a cco m p a n ied  h y  p le a s u r e  and l u B t ,  f i n d in g  
i t s  d e l i g h t  h e r e  and t h e r e .  T h is  t h i r s t  i s  
t h r e e * f o l d ,  n a m e ly , t h i r s t  f o r  p l e a s u r e ,  
t h i r s t  f o r  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h i r s t  f o r  p r o s p e r i t y #

T h is  i s  th e  H oble  T ru th  o f  th e  C e s s a t io n  
o f  s u f f e r i n g s  i t  o e a s e s  w ith  th e  c o m p le te  
c e s s a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t h i r s t , — a  oe as a t  io n  w hioh  
c o n s i s t s  i n  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  e v e r y  p a s s io n ,* *  
w ith  th e  a b a n d o n in g  o f  t h i s  t h i r s t ,  w ith  th e  
d o in g  away w it h  i t ,  w i t h  th e  d e l iv e r a n c e  frcm  
i t ,  w ith  t h e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  d e s ir e #

T h is  i s  t h e  H oble T ru th  o f  t h e  P a th  w h ioh  
l e a d s  t o  t h e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  s u f f e r i n g :  t h a t
h o ly  e i g h t f o l d  P a th , t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  R ig h t  
V ie w in g , R ig h t T h in k in g , R ig h t S p e a k in g ,
R ig h t B e h a v in g , R ig h t V o c a t io n ,  R ig h t  En
d e a v o r in g ,  R ig h t M in d fu ln e s s ,  and R ig h t  M edi
t a t in g *

T h is  i s  th e  fam ous Sermon a t  B en a res w h ioh  i n  n a tu r e  and  

f u n c t io n  c o r r e s p o n d s  w ith  th e  Sermon on t h e  Mount d e l iv e r e d  

by J e s u s  C h r is t #  Prom t h i s ,  th e  f i v e  m e n d ic a n ts , one and 

a l l ,  o b ta in e d  r e a s o n  and subdued  t h e i r  s e n s e s ,  f o l lo w in g  

Gautama Buddha a s  h i s  ack n ow led ged  d i s c i p l e s #

W ith  t h e  Sermon a t  B en a res  a s  th e  b a s i s  o f  h i s  c o n 

v in c in g  te c h n iq u e  Gautama opened  h i s  p u b l ic  m in i s t r y  and  

s e t  o u t on c o n v e r t in g  p e o p le  th r o u g h  l o g i c a l  a r g u m e n ta tio n  

and p e r s o n a l  d e m o n s tr a t io n #  T h u s, b e f o r e  a  n o b le  y o u th  

named Y a sa , f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  h e  f i r s t  t a l k e d  ab ou t th e  m e r i t s  

o b ta in e d  b y  a lm a - g iv in g ,  abou t th e  d u t i e s  o f  m o r a l i t y ,  a b o u t  

H eaven , a b o u t t h e  e v i l s ,  t h e  v a n i t y ,  and th e  s i n f u l n e s s  o f  

d e s i r e s ,  and  a b o u t t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  t h e  abandonm ent o f  de

s i r e #  T h en , when h e  saw  t h e  m ind o f  th e  n o b le  y o u th  p r e -
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p a r e d , i m p r e s s i b l e ,  f r e e  from  o b s t a c l e s  t o  u n d e r s ta n d in g  

th e  D o o tr in e  ( Itiamma) .  h e  p r e a c h e d  th e  Four H oble T r u th s  

and c o n v in c e d  him  o f  e v e r y  one o f  them* When Y a s a 's  f a 

th e r  c a s e  up  t o  g e t  him  home, Gautama o o n v e r te d  t h e  o ld

n o b le  r i g h t  away b y  f o l lo w in g  th e  same te c h n iq u e *  F u l ly

c o n v in c e d  o f  th e  t r u t h s ,  th e  l a t t e r  sh o u te d  in  e x c e s s  o f  

J o y i "I ta k e  my r e f u g e  i n  th e  B leB sed  One (B u d d h a), and  

i n  th e  D o c tr in e  (Dfaamma) * and i n  th e  f r a t e r n i t y  o f  B h ik sh u s;  

may th e  B le s s e d  One r e o e iv e  me from  t h i s  d a y  f o r t h  w h ile  

my l i f e  l a s t s  a s  a  d i s c i p l e  who h a s  ta k e n  h i s  r e f u g e  i n  

Him." 1 He w as t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  c o n v e r te d  by Gautama a s  a  

l a y - d i s c i p l e  by th e  fo r m u la  o f th e  B u d d h ist h o ly  t r i a d .

T h is  t h r e e f o ld  u t t e r a n c e  t h r i c e  r e p e a t e d ,  marked t h e  b e g in -
2

n in g  o f  th e  o r d in a t io n  i n  th e  B u d d h ist m in i s t r y :

I  go t o  th e  Buddha a s  my R efuge*
I  g o  t o  th e  D o o tr in e  a s  my R efu ge*
1 go  t o  t h e  Order a s  my R efU ge*

S i m i la r l y ,  Y a s a 's  m oth er and w i f e  w ere o o n v e r te d  and became 

th e  f i r s t  fe m a le  l a y - d i s o i p l e a  by th e  same form u la*  C onver

s io n  was t h u s  p la c e d  e n t i r e l y  upon th e  s e l f - a v o w in g  i n i t i a 

t i o n  o f  th e  c a n d id a t e ,  w h ich  form ed  th e  b a s i s  o f  B u d d h is t io  

m oralism *

Op * c l t . .  I ,  7 ,  1 0 ,  op* o l t * . p* 1 0 6 .
2* Among th e  t h r e e  vow s th e  l a s t  was add ed  t o  th e  f i r s t

tw o a f t e r  th e  o r g a n is a t io n  o f  th e  Order*
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So d id  Gautama c o n v e r t  K in g  B im b iaara  o f  th e  Magadha 

o o u n tr y . The k in g  becam e h i s  p a tr o n , r e g a r d in g  him  w ith  a  

bamboo g r o v e  f o r  b la  p la c e  o f  ab od e*  T h e n c e fo r th , he p rea ch ed  

d u r in g  th e  p le a s a n t  m onths o f  th e  y e a r  and ta u g h t  d u r in g  t h e  

fo u r  r a in y  m onths i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  w here he c o n v e r te d  numer

ous u n b e l ie v e r s  th r o u g h  th e  same te c h n iq u e *  M ea n w h ile , a c 

com panied b y  h i s  th o u sa n d  d i e c l p i e a  he w ent b ack  t o  K a p ila 

v a s  t u  t o  s e e  h i s  r o y a l  fa th e r *  On m e e t in g  th e  o ld  k in g  and  

th e  e s c o r t s ,  he p r e a ch ed  th e  D o o tr in e  s i m i l a r l y  and a t  on ce  

he won th e  a d h er e n c e  o f  p r in c e s  and n o b le s  o f  th e  Sakya  

t r ib e *  T h erefrom  th e  k in g  a l s o  s t a r t e d  p r a c t i c in g  h i s  r e 

l i g i o u s  d u t i e s  i n  s o l i t u d e ,  s i l e n t  and c o n te m p la t iv e ,  d v r e ll-  

in g  in  h i s  p a la c e *  L ik e w is e ,  Gautama e a s i l y  o o n v e r te d  h i s  

w ife  Y asodhara and h i s  so n  R ih u la *  He d ie d  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  

e i g h t y ,  and on th e  v e r g e  o f  h i s  d e a th  he t o l d  h i s  d i s c l p l e B  

t h a t  d e a th  f o r  him  was m e r e ly  perm anent e n tr a n c e  in t o  N ir 

vana* He e n te r e d  i t  i n  e t e r n i t y  b e tw een  tw in  Sh&la t r e e s  

n ea r  th e  o i t y  o f  V a l s h a l l  w h ile  su rro u n d ed  by h u n d red s o f  

f o l lo w e r s *  He p a s s e d  away w ith  h i s  new g o s p e l  o f  s a l v a t i o n  

l e f t  t o  h i s  d i s c i p l e s ,  w h ic h  i t  w as a b s o l u t e l y  im p e r a t iv e  

a c c o r d in g  t o  h im  t o  p r e a c h  t o  t h e  w h o le  o f  mankind th r o u g h  

th e  same c o n v in c in g  te c h n iq u e *

In  h i s  e v a n g e l ic  work Gautama w as a  g r e a t  o r g a n is e r  

as w e l l  a s  p r e a c h e r *  To tr a n s c e n d  a l l  d i s t i n c t i o n s  o f  

c a s t e ,  c l a s s ,  n a t io n ,  and r a c e ,  h e  o r g a n is e d  h i s  im m ed iate  

d i s c i p l e s  i n t o  an  o r d e r  o f  m e n d ic a n ts  w ith  h im s e l f  a s  le a d e r *
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To m a in ta in  u n iv e r s a l  p e a c e ,  g o o d - w i l l ,  and e q u a l i t y ,  b e  

a d v o c a te d  th e  m is s io n  t o  en o o u ra g e  t h o s e  who w ere n o t r ea d y  

t o  j o i n  th e  o rd er  t o  f o l l o w  th e  E ig h t f o ld  P a th  a t  l e a s t ,  a l 

th ou gh  h e  th o u g h t  laym en o c c u p ie d  w ith  w o r ld ly  t h i n g s  had  

trem en d ou s d i f f i c u l t i e s  t o  a t t a i n  N ir v a n a .

The r u l e s  o f  t h e  o r d e r  and o r g a n is a t io n  o f  th e  men* 

d io a n t s  w ere num erous and e la b o r a te *  For Gautama, a l l  

a c t io n  i s  good  i f  done in  p er fo rm a n ce  o f  d u t i e s  or in  a v o id 

a n ce  o f  s in s *  He p r e s c r ib e d  t e n  p r e o e p ts  f o r  th e  n o v i c e s ,  

and th e  e x e r c i s e  o f th e  n o v ic e s  i n  t h e s e  t e n  p r e c e p t s s  1

A b s t in e n c e  from  d e s t r o y in g  l i f e *
A b s t in e n c e  from  s t e a l i n g *
A b s t in e n c e  from  se z m a l im p u r ity *
A b s t in e n c e  from  ly in g *
A b s t in e n c e  from  a r r a c k  and s t r o n g  d r in k

and i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r s ,  w h ioh  c a u s e  
i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  th e  I&aaama*

A b s t in e n c e  from  e a t i n g  a t  fo r b id d e n  t im e s  
( f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a f t e r  n oon )*

A b s t in e n c e  from  d a n c in g ,  s i n g i n g ,  m u s ic ,  
and s e e i n g  s p e c t a c l e s *

A b s t in e n c e  from  g a r la n d s ,  s c e n t s ,  u n g u e n ts ,  
o rn a m en ts , and f in e r y *

A b s t in e n c e  from  t h e  u s e  o f  h ig h  or broad  
b ed s*

A b s t in e n c e  from  a a o e p t in g  g o ld  or s i l v e r *

The o r d in a r y  laym en  m ust o b s e r v e  th e  f i r s t  f i v e  commandments, 

th e  p io u s  laym en  th e  f i r s t  e ig h t *  To them  s e x u a l  im p u r ity  

m eant a d u l t e r y ,  w h erea s f o r  th e  m e n d ic a n ts  i t  was m a rr ia g e*

To becom e a  m en d ica n t i s  t o  " le a v e  hom e," and t o  “l e a v e  home"

1* Op* c l t *. X, 5 6 1 op . P i t *, p p . 211-212
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i s  t o  fo r s a k e  a l l  s o c i a l  r e l a t io n s h ip s *  The o r d e r  o f  th e  

B h ik sh u a , h o w ev e r , i s  n e i t h e r  u n s o c ia l  nor a n t i - s o c i a l *

W ith s o  many r i g i d  r u l e s  b in d in g  i t s  b r e th r e n  i t  i s  • s u p e r 

s o c i a l , N w o rk in g  i t s  way o u t a t  a l l  h a sa r d s  a s  th e  g u id in g  

and s a v in g  p io n e e r  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  order o f  t h e  laym en*

As r e g a r d s  fe m a le  c o n v e r t s ,  Gautama Buddha a t  f i r s t  

a d m itte d  them  o n ly  a s  l a y - d i s c i p i e a *  He s t i l l  c h e r is h e d  t h e  

id e a  t h a t  women a r e  th e  so u r c e  o f  d i s t r a c t i o n  from  g o o d , and  

a t t r a c t i o n  t o  e v i l ,  w h ioh  c l e a r l y  r e f l e c t e d  th e  s o c i a l  

th o u g h t o f  h i s  a g e *  H ow ever, w h ile  in  h i s  n a t i v e  c o u n tr y ,  

a t  th e  t h r i c e  r e p e a te d  r e q u e s t  o f  h i s  au n t M ah&«pajhpat 1 t o  

a l lo w  women t o  form  th e  o rd er  o f  B h ik sh u rils  ( n u n s ) ,  he con

se n te d *  T hereupon  he p r e s c r ib e d  t h e  E ig h t  C h ie f  R u le s  

w hioh e v e r y  nun m ust ta k e  upon h e r s e l f  a s  h er  i n i t i a t i o n !  

b u t by th e  r e g u la t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  r u l e s  s h e  w as a lw a y s h e ld  

i n  s u b j e c t io n  t o  th e  m en d ican t*  1 B h ikshu  h i  8 w ere to  b e  i n i 

t i a t e d  b y  B h ik tfm s , and w ere r e q u ir e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  r u l e s  f o r  

th e  l a t t e r  w i t h in  th e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e i r  a p p l i c a b i l i t y *

The w h o le  t e c h n iq u e  o f  s o c i a l i s i n g  p e o p le  was an  

a b s o l u t e l y  m ora l one* I t s  g i s t  was c o n v in c in g  a, th r o u g h  

m is s io n a r y  e f f o r t s — p e r s o n a l  d e m o n s tr a t io n  and l o g i c a l  a rg u 

m e n ta tio n *  W hether p e o p le  a c c e p t  th e  new c r e e d s  o r  n o t ,  

th e  w h o le  m a tte r  m ust be l e f t  t o  t h e  p r iv a t e  judgm ent o f  

e a c h  in d iv id u a l*  "L et n o  one o r d a in  a  p e r so n  u n l e s s  h e  h a s

1* v .  "The K u lla v a g g a ,* X, 1 ,  4 j SBE*. XX, p p . 322-324*
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b een  a sk e d  t o  do s o ,"  s a id  Gautama t o  h i e  d i s c i p l e s ,  " . . . I  

p r e s c r ib e  t h a t  you o r d a in  o n ly  a f t e r  h a v in g  b een  a s k e d • " * 

To ta k e  th e  t h r e e f o l d  d e c la r a t io n  o f  t a k in g  r e fu g e  in  th e  

h o ly  t r i a d ,  B u st  be a l s o  a  m a tte r  o f  p e r s o n a l  s e l f - d e t e r 

m in a t io n *  B u t , t o  ta k e  su ch  an  o a th  I m p lie s  t o  ta k e  t h e  

v o w s , n o t  t o  k i l l ,  n o t  t o  s t e a l ,  and s o  on* The o r o c e s s  o f  

i n i t i a t i o n  th u s  c o n s t i t u t e s  an o r ig i n a l  p ro m ise  v h ich  

ev er y b o d y  h a v in g  on ce  made i t  m ust l i v e  up to *

A c o o rd in g  t o  Gautama Buddha, v i c e - d o i n g  in v o lv e s  

no p e n a l t y  b y  a n y  o u te r  a u t h o r i t y  a s  a  r e s u l t *  I t  s im p ly  

e n su e s  i n  s e lf -d a m n a t io n *  There i s  n e i t h e r  a  f i n a l  Judge  

nor a  perm anent c o u r t  in  th e  t e a c h in g s  o f  Gautama* In  ac

co rd a n ce  w ith  th e  lav; o f  Karma, some w i l l  be born  a g a in  

a s  m en, som e— e v i l - d o e r s — a s  lo w e r  a n im a ls ;  th e  g o o d , a s  

s a i n t s ;  th e  s i n l e s s  go  t o  H irvana* The Law o f  Karma th u s  

p r e s c r ib e s  " im p erso n a l l e g a l i s m ,"  s o  t o  sp ea k *  T h is  i s  t r u e  

a s a p p l ie d  t o  ev ery b o d y *  But in  t h e  " s u p e r - s o c ia l*  o r d e r —  

th e  g u id e  and s a v io r  o f  th e  w hole human com m unity— he who 

v i o l a t e s  a n y  o f  th e  r u l e s ,  n a t u r a l l y  l o s e s  h i s  q u a l i f i c a 

t i o n  f o r  th e  s a v in g  s o u l  o f  " a l l  t h a t  l iv e '*  and m ust t h e r e 

f o r e  be e x p e l l e d  from  th e  f r a t e r n i t y *  T h is  i s  n o t  a  s o r t  

o f  p e n a l t y  i n  th e  l e g a l  s e n s e ;  i t  i s  m o r a l ly  a  c o n se q u e n c e  

o f s e l f -d a m n a t io n *  I t  i s  im p e r a t iv e ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  Gautama,

1* "The Mah&vagga," I ,  2 9 , 1 ;  SBK., V o l. X III , p .  1 7 1 .
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t h a t  one a g a in s t  whom e x p u ls io n  had b een  p ro n o u n c ed , and  

who on ce '♦returned  t o  th e  w o r ld ” and th e n  came b ack  to  t h e  

o r d e r , be a d m it te d  i f  he avowed h i s  w rong and a to n e d  f o r  i t -  

H ow ever, p r e v e n t io n  i s  a lw a y s  b e t t e r  th a n  c u r e -  To 

Gautama i t  i s  f a r  b e t t e r  t o  f o r b id  an y  u n p r o m is in g  c a n d i

d a te  th e  ” s u p e r - s o o i a l n o rd er  th a n  t o  a c q u ie s c e  in  s e e i n g  

him  ’’r e t u r n  t o  th e  w o r ld * ” To t e s t  th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  

e v e r y  c a n d id a te  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  th e  o r d in a t io n ,  Gautama t h e r e 

f o r e  in a u g u r a te d  e le v e n  q u e s t io n s *  1

Are you  a f f l i c t e d  w ith  th e  f o l lo w in g  d i s 
e a s e s *  l e p r o s y ,  b o i l s ,  d r y  l e p r o s y ,  
c o n su m p tio n , o r  f i t s ?

A re you  a  human b e in g?
Are you a  m ales
A re you  a  freem an?
Have you no d e b ts ?
Are you n o t i n  th e  r o y a l  ( m i l i t a r y )  s e r v ic e ?
Have y o u r  f a t h e r  and m other g iv e n  t h e i r  

c o n s e n t?
Are you  f h l l  tw e n ty  y e a r s  o ld ?
Are you r  a lm s-b o w l and y o u r  r o b e s  in  due  

s t a t e ?
l h a t  i s  y o u r  name?
What i s  y o u r  u p a j j h a y a 's  (m en d ica n t i n s t r u c 

t o r ' s )  name?

Y et m ore im p o r ta n t th a n  p r e v e n t io n  i s  p e r s o n a l  exam p le*  

S e l f - c o n t r o l  i s  th e  o n ly  way t o  w o r ld - o o n t r o l • To o o n v ln o e  

p e o p le  o f  t h e  Dhamma p e r s o n a l  d e m o n s tr a t io n  i s  a s  u r g e n t  a s  

l o g i c a l  a r g u m e n ta tio n *  The g u id e  and s a v i o r  o f  t h e  p e o p le  

m ust d o  what he s a y s *  So d id  Gautama d o  w h a te v e r  he ta u g h t*

1 * Op* c l t #* 1 , 7 6 , I f  o p *  o l t * . p . 250
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CHAPTER 711*

POINTS OP VIEW THROUGH FRAMES OP MIND

F a c ta r e  o f  C onduct E la b o r a te d  b y  Modern C h in e se

T h in k e r s

T h is  c h a p te r — th e  l a s t  t r e a t i s e  in  t h e  s tu d y — a a  de«* 
v o te d  t o  t h e  F a c to r s  o f  C onduct E la b o r a te d  b y  Modern C h in e se  
T h in k e r s « a t te m p ts  t o  sh o e  how t h e  p r o b le m -s o lv in g  in d iv id 
u a l  t a k e s  th e  p o in t  o f  v ie w  th r o u g h  h i s  fram e o f  m in d , w h ich  
h a s  b e e n  m oulded  b y  h i s  s o c i a l  e n v ir o n m e n t, i n t e l l e c t u a l  
backgroun d  and p e r s o n a l  c a r e e r *  (hie and a l l ,  em in en t C h in e se  
t h in k e r s  in  t h e  m odern p e r io d  (9 6 0 * 1 9 1 2  A* D*) had a  common 
aim  i n  v ie w — t h a t  i s ,  th e  s y n t h e t i c  r e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  a l l  
c h a n n e ls  o f  in d ig e n o u s  th o u g h t  a s  r e l i e v e d  a g a in s t  id e a s  a id  
i d e a l s  Im p orted  from  ab road *  In  th e  l i g h t  o f  n a t io n a l  dan
g e r s  due t o  t h e  in c r e a s in g  c o n t a c t  and c o n f l i c t  b e tw e en  th e  
C h in e se  and t h e i r  su rr o u n d in g  p e o p le s ,  t h e y  a l l  c h e r is h e d  
th e  same s o c i a l  fram e o f  m ind t o  c r e a t e  a  c o n s i s t e n t  sy s te m  
o f  t e a c h in g s  i n  o rd er  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  o rd er  and c u l t u r a l  
u n i t y  o f  t h e i r  countrym en m ig h t be c o n s o l id a t e d *  N e v e r th e 
l e s s ,  e a c h  t h in k e r ’ s  fram e o f  m ind w as s o  much c o lo r e d  w ith  
h i s  k n ow led ge and e x p e r ie n c e  a c q u ir e d  from  h i s  a g e  th a t  h e  
had t o  ta k e  a  u n iq u e  ap p roach  to  th e  sam e p rob lem  and a r r i v e  
a t  a  c o n c lu s io n  p e c u l ia r  t o  i t .

Among m odern C h in e s e ,  we s h a l l  c o n s id e r  fo u r  g r e a t  
o n e s ,  e a o h  moat t y p i c a l  o f  h i s  a g e — Chu B s i ,  Wang Y an g-m in g , 
Huang L i-o h o u , and Sun Y a t - s e n .  T h ile  th e  s tu d y  e x p e c t s  t o  
be s u g g e s t iv e  r a th e r  th a n  e x h a u s t iv e ,  a  f l y i n g  c a l l  on t h e s e  
fo u r  men a o ro sB  a  p e r io d  o f  s e v e n  hundred y e a r s  may n ot d o  
enough  J u s t i c e  t o  m  number o f  o t h e r  t h in k e r s  who had much 
t o  s a y  a b o u t th e  prob lem * N e v e r t h e le s s ,  th r o u g h  th e  f o u r  
t r e n d s  o f  th o u g h t  a t  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  p e r io d s  t h e r e  ca n  b e  
t r a c e d  o u t an  u n d e r l in in g  th r e a d  a lo n g  w h ic h  we s h a l l  d e s c r ib e  
th e  s h i f t i n g  em p h ases t h e y  made a s  t o  t h e  v a r io u s  f a c t o r s  
o f  c o n d u c t ,  and shew  th a t  th e  s h i f t  w as n o t  s o  au oh  due t o  
th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p e r s o n a l  o& reer  a s  due t o  th e  c h a n g e s  i n  
s o c i a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  background* The f a c t o r s  o f  co n d u ct  
e la b o r a t e d  b y  Sun Y a t - s e n  d e s e r v e  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  f o r  th e  
r e a so n  t h a t  b y  h i e  s o c i a l  t e a c h in g s  and p o l i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  
th e  f a t e  o f  th e  n e w ly  r e s t o r e d  C h in a  w i l l  be Shaped w h ile  i n  
h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  b ack grou n d  t h e  E a s t  and t h e  W est m et i n  th e  
m ost h a rm o n io u s way*
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A* The M e ta p h y s ic a l  E la b o r a t io n — Chu H si  

X* P o l i t i c a l  and I n t e l l e c t u a l  B ackground

The m odern p e r io d  (9 0 0 * 1 9 1 2 )  o f  C h in e se  h i s t o r y ,  

b o th  c u l t u r a l  and p o l i t i c a l ,  d a t e s  b a c k  t o  th e  r i s e  o f  

t h e  Sung d y n a s ty  (9 6 0 -1 2 7 8 ) •  The T ’a n g  d y n a s ty  ( 6 1 8 - 9 0 7 ) ,  

w h ich  w it n e s s e d  t e r r i t o r i a l  e x p a n s io n ,  c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y  

and t h e  p o p u la r i s a t io n  o f  Buddhism  and T aoim n, w as f o l l o w 

ed  b y  f i v e  s h o r t - l i v e d  d y n a s t i e s  p a v in g  t h e  gap  o f  h a l f  a  

c e n tu r y .  In  t h o s e  d a y s  p o w e r fu l m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  r u l in g  

in  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t s  a lw a y s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a m enace t o  th e  c e n 

t r a l  g o v e rn m e n t. With th e  r e b e l l i o n  o f  Huang Ch*ao— w h ich  

h a s te n e d  t h e  en d  o f  T’ ang—  t h e  a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  T 'a n g  w ere  

p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  sw ep t away w ith  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  m i l i t a r i s m  

and d e sp o t is m  su p e r se d e d  c u l t u r a l  ism  an d  m o r a lism . The 

fo u n d e r  o f  t h e  Sung d y n a s ty , Chao K u a n g -y in  (9 1 7 * 9 7 5 ) ,  who 

had  b een  t h e  c o m m a n d e r -in -o h ie f  u n d er  t h e  L a te r  Chou d y n a s

t y  ( 9 5 1 - 9 6 0 ) ,  w as e l e c t e d  t o  th e  th r o n e  b y  h i s  s u b o r d in a te  

g e n e r a ls  who had f e l t  upon th e  d e a th  o f  S n p e r o r  S h ih  Tsung  

in  959 th e  in o c m p e ten cy  o f  t h e  m inor b o y -em p ero r  and t h e r e 

f o r e  t h e  n e e d  o f  a  s t r o n g  man t o  h ead  t h e  n a t io n a l  army in  

t h e i r  s t r u g g l e s  w ith  t h e  b a r b a r ic  t r i b e s  t o  th e  w e s t ,  n o r th  

and n o r t h e a s t  o f  C h in a . Upon h i s  a so e n d a n o e , to  s u p p la n t  

m i l i t a r i s m  w it h  c u l t u r a l  ism  h e  a b o l i s h e d  th e  s y s te m  o f  l o o a l  

m i l i t a r y  r u l e r s  and l a i d  down a  g e n e r a l  d e f e n s i v e  p o l i c y
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towards th e  surrounding tr ib es*

Chao K*uang-yln, now s ty le d  as Song T 'a i Tsu 

(meaning the great fa th er  o f the Sung d yn asty), patronised  

Confucianism, rev iv in gth e Confuoian p o lic y  o f cu ltu ra l edu

c a t io n . His brother and su ccessor, T 'ai Tsung (976-997), 

restored  the h ered itary  p r iv ile g e s  of the descendant o f  

ConfUoiuB. The fourth emperor, Jen Tsung (1023-1063) 

founded new sch oo ls throughout the empire* Consequently, 

l i te r a tu r e  and philosophy reached the climax of p rosp erity  

in  Chinese h istory*  Host statesmen were famous as w r ite r s | 

prime m in isters as great scholars* A ll th e great p h iloso

phers in th is  p eriod , w ith a  fe w  excep tions, came from 

among high o f f i c ia l s  in  the government*

The Sung emperors, however, over-estim ated cu ltu ra l 

r e v iv a l but under-estim ated m ilita ry  equipment* Throughout 

th e F ive D ynasties the Chinese had attempted q u ite unsuccess

fu l  r e s is ta n c e  aga in st K itans, a tr ib e  of Eastern T artars, 

and the e a r ly  ru lers  o f  Sung could manage by a l l  means to  

guard again st th e aggressive barbarians u n t i l  in  the year 

1125 Hui Tsung (1100-1125)— the artist-em peror— could d rive  

th e  K itans out o f China Proper only by making an a llia n c e  

with th e K ins, a s i s t e r  tr ib e  o f  th e  Kitans* The m ilita ry  

strength  of China had been exhausted by th e  long s e r ie s  of 

fore ign  wars* Two years la t e r ,  when the Kin invaders enter* 

ed th e  c a p ita l P ian lian g  (in  the present province of Honan), 

both Hul Tsung and h is  son Ch* in  Tsung, in  favor o f whom he
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had abdicated, were taken p risoners only to  d ie In e x i le  

during tbs "Manchurian C ap tiv ity ."  Thereupon, Kao Tsung 

(1127*1163), ninth son of Kul Tsung, took refuge south

ward to  Nanking (In 1127), and two years la te r  farth er  

south to  Llnan (the present o ity  o f Hangchow*) .

Scholars were no natch for so ld iers*  Cultural Ism 

often  had t o  surrender to  m ilita r ism , tfiioh was very cha

r a c te r is t ic  of modern Chinese h is to r y . After the Kin in

v a sio n , the th ird  "Barbarian In v a sio n ," the Mongol Inva

sion  took p lace in  th e 13th century and th e Manohu Invasion  

In the 17th century* In th e l ig h t  o f a l l  n ation a l dangers 

and cu ltu ra l in se c u r it ie s  created  by such circum stances, 

th inkers during th is  period deemed i t  th e ir  duty and frame 

of mind t o  maintain th e  so o ia l order and cu ltu ra l u n ity  o f  

th e ir  fellowmen through a l l  e f f o r t s  they could exert*

A ll great th inkers o f the Sung dynasty were p ioneers  

in  such an attempt* TTom them so o ia l turm oil c a lle d  fo r th  

in te l le c tu a l  responses to  so lve  p ra o tica l as w e ll a s  spec

u la t iv e  problems* Though none of them liv e d  to  s e e  h is  

Id ea l v is io n  bringing e f f e c t s  upon e ith e r  dom estic or foreign  

p e l ic y , yet th e ir  f in a l  triumph la y  in  the co n so lid a tion  o f  

the group m en ta lity  o f  th e ir  people in  p o ster ity *  Vfcag 

An*shlh (1021*1086), fo r  in sta n ce , one of the few grea test  

p o l i t ic a l  econom ists in  Chinese h is to r y  who was a ls o  a  

great w riter  and th inker o f h is  day, sta r ted  to  carry out
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h is  new measure to  "enrich the country and strengthen the 

army” as soon as he was appointed member of the Council 

o f S ta te  in  1069; but in  v a in . The name was true o f the 

three memorials presented in  1163 by Chu Hsi— the g rea test  

philosopher o f th e  Sung dynasty— to Hsiao Tsung* As an 

eye-w itn ess of th e rampanoy o f the "territory-hungry" Kin 

invaders in  Horth China, he advocated in  th e  f i r s t  memorial 

th e encouragement of th e study o f the C la ss ic s  and the n eces

s i t y  of government by example, c r it ic iz e d  in  the second 

one o f th e  current negative foreign  p o l ic y  towards the 

Kins whom he condemned as immoraliats and ob scu ra n tists , 

and in  the la s t  one urged the creation  of a pure court for  

th e people*

On tine other s id e , oulturalism  had i t s  sweet f r u it s  

under th e oontinual p o l i t ic a l  patronage during th is  period* 

Various attempts to  reco n cile  Confucianism, Taoism mod Budd

hism , had culminated in  Ch’ en po (?-989) the e  S is  o t ic ,  Who 

has been supposed t o  have exercised  tremendous Influenoe  

upon th e Sung philosophers* i t  has been sa id  that wh.'le 

l iv in g  the r e c lu s iv e  l i f e ,  he elaborated  th e  “Diagram o f

th e Supreme Ultimate" 1 and the “Diagram of a former Hea-
2

?en*“ vfeleh he handed down to  Chung Bang W o passed them 

over to  Hu Shou. from Mu Shou, Chou Tun-yi in h erited  the 

'Diagram of the Supreme Ultimate" while the "Diagram o f  a

2. X
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Former Heaven" was given to  Li C h i-ts*ai who la te r  handed 

i t  down to  She© ytmg. Had auoh been the actual oase ,

Ch'en Po was the or ig in a l source of the Sung school of 

Confuoidti thought which in  fa c t  revealed  th e profound in 

flu en ce of Taoism and Buddhism; e s p e c ia lly  so s in c e  i t  was 

Shao TUng and Chou Tung-yi who la id  down th e foundatione  

of the sch oo l.

As a matter of f a c t ,  i t  i s  unnecessary to  trace  

Buddhistic and T a o is tte  in flu en ces to  the e c le c t ic  e f fo r t s  

of Ch’en P o. During the preceding a g es , Buddhists had been 

strong in  methodology, T ao ists  in  metaphysics and alchemy, 

and C onfucian ists in  e th ic s  and p o l i t ic s ;  and new in  order 

to  counteract both Buddhism and Taoism the new C onfucian ists  

had t o  elaborate d e f in ite  m etaphysical ground fo r  th e ir  

p r a c tic a l te a ch in g s* S ince response in terp re ts  stim ulus 

and in  turn i s  shaped by i t ,  th ey  could not avoid absorbing 

numerous Ideas from th e ir  r iv a l  sch o o ls , and to  say nothing  

o f th ese  who had once been fa ith fu l  stu d en ts of Buddhism and 

Taoism* Te search  for  the roo t o f moral p r in c ip le s  in  the 

ra tion a l nature (h sln g ) .  th ey  had to  search fo r  th e root o f  

the ra tio n a l nature in  the universe* Consequently, th e ir  

In tere st  was a ttra cted  t e  such su b jects  as “Season" (L i) .  1

1 .  To be su re , no must d if fe r e n t ia te  th is  from
the Jji ) meaning r i t e s ,  m orals, or r u le s  o f p rop riety .
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"Dther " (Ch* i ) ,  H ind", "Nature* (Using) , and the lik e*

Thus, Shae Yung (1011-1177) based h is  evolutionary  

naturalism  on th e  b a sis  of h is  theory of numbers, contend

in g  that s in oe  man is  part of the natural order, the Tao. 

w hile con cretely  expressed as moral law in  man's nature, 

i s  not in e ffa b le  but knowatble* 1 His contemporary Chou 

Tun-yi (1017-1073) taught a kind of p a n th e is t ic  absolutism  

on the ground th at th e u ltim ate source o f a l l  th in gs i s  the 

In f in ite  (NU-ohi) shiah i s  e s s e n t ia l ly  of e th ic a l  character* 

They both re itera te d  "morallam through cu ltu ra l ed u cation ." 

Revered as th e D escartes of China the la t t e r  was w ell known 

as a teacher in  particu lar* Vhile he was charged with a 

sm all m ilita ry  commandment at Nanan (in  the present Kiang- 

s i  p rovin ce), a m ilita ry  o f f ic e r  named Ch'eng Hsiang asked 

to  become h is  d isc ip le  but was not accepted as he declared  

to  him frank ly  that he was too old to  reform h is  ideas and 

p r o f it  by h is  lessons* Thereupon, he confided him with the 

education of h is  two so n s, Ch'eng Hao (1032-1085) then being  

fourteen  years old and Ch'eng Yi (1033-1107) the*: only th ir 

teen* Later on, th e brothers Ch'eng both beoame famous 

statesmen end great philosophers developing the m aster's  

teach in gs with considerable o r ig in a lity *  Their u ncle  Chang

1* His philosophy can be summarized as fo llo w s! "The Nature 
(Heine) i s  th e concrete expression  of Moral Lav (Tao)» 
the''Mud i s  th e  en oeln te o f  the Nature |  the body i s  the  
h ab ita tion  o f the Hindi and the external world i s  the 
v eh io le  o f the body** (j*  Bruce, Chu Hsl and His M asters, 
p* 37)*
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Tsai (1020-1076) taught em phatically the id e n t if ic a t io n  

of the ego w ith th e extern al world on the m etaphysical 

b a s is  th at the Great Harmony with a S p ir itu a l A gency in  

th e crea tiv e  proaees i s  th e u ltim ate  substance o f  being  

common to  a l l  p h e n o m e n a  in  heaven, on earth , and in  man.

The Influence of th e Ch’ engs caused a power Ih l  

movement of thought spreading throughout the empire* To

wards the c lo s e  of th e  11th century, i t  had already pene

tra ted  in to  SUkien in  the South where Yang Kuel-shan 

(1053-11% ), a pupil of the Ch'engs, took the lead* He 

found h is  great d ie o ip le  Lo Ts»ung-yen (1072-1135) propa

gating  in  that p r o v in c e  the tru e  d octr in es of the sa g e s . 

The most famous among L o's d is c ip le s  was Li Yert-p'lng 

(1093-1163), a good fr ien d  and fe llo w  student of Chu Sung 

(1097-1143), fa th er of Chu Hsi* Chu Sung studied  under 

both Yang K’uei-rtinn and Lo ?s*ung-yen, and i t  was in  the  

prefectu re o f  fbnp* lng—a fte r  which Li T’ung was ca lled —  

that Chu Hsi was born in  1130 amid stim u la tin g  in t e l l e c t 

u a l surroundings and p o l i t i c a l  chaos caused by th e  f e l l  of 

Horth China before the Kin Invaders*

bhee fourteen  years o ld , Chu Hot (1130-1200) lo o t  

h is  fa th e r , who, however, had l o f t  h is  education under the  

d irectio n  of th ree fr ie n d s , Hu H elen, Liu Peh-ahui, and 

Liu Yen-oh'ung* A ll these three e ld e r s  were profound 

sch o lars net only in  Cenfholsn C la ss ic s  but a la s in  T aoiot
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and Buddhist S cr ip tu res, Therefore, the budding p h ilo 

sopher had freq u en tly  aonaecrated h ie  study to  Buddhiao 

and Taoism* I t  Was not u n t i l  th e age of twenty-four that 

he returned to  Confucianism in  th e  School of Li Yen-p'ing* 

With th e p r a c t ic a b il ity  of a l l  Confuoian teachings Li won 

him to  the orthodox d octrine o f Chinese thought• "The 

Tap i s  not a fa r -o f f  mystery!" sa id  Li to  Chu H si, "it i s  

in  the earnest p ra ctice  of i t  day by day that you w il l  

gain  a true understanding of it*  ‘ 1 Thenceforth, Chu Hal 

devoted h is  in te l le c tu a l  e f fo r t  to  arguing against the  

T&oistB and Buddhists on tine one hand and on th e other 

defending the ancient and the la te r  C onfucian ists such as  

Shao YUng, chou Tun-yi, the Ch'engs, and Chang T sa i, 

v/hile ed itin g  the works with h is  own commentaries, he 

attempted to  syn th esize the teachings o f a l l  h is  CoufUoian 

predecessors*

2* Chu Hsi* s  Theory of Human Nature and Conduct

E th ica l Treads in  M etaphysics— By syn th esiz in g  

Chou Tun-yi*s monism o f  th e I n f in ite  and Ch'eng Y i's  

dualism of Reason and Ether, Chu Hsi started  to  formulate 

h is  double-aspect monism. According to  him, th e u ltim ate

1 .  C f .  Bruce, Chu Hsi and H is M asters , p .  6 7 .
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r e a l i t y  in  t h e  cosm os— t h e  f i n a l  c a u se  o f  a l l  t h in g s —  

i s  t h e  U lt im a te  Supreme (T * a l- c f a l ) w h ich  i s  a b s o lu t e  b y  

i t s e l f .  When r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  r e l a t i v e  t o  i t s  

o p p o s i t e ,  i t  becom es R ea so n  1 a& opp osed  t o  E th er*  

T h e r e fo r e ,  i t  i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  ex trem e o f  R eason  in  th e  

u n iv e r s e  and  o f  M oral Law (T ap) among human a f f a i r s *

R e a so n , w o r k in g  o u t i t s  way a s  a  r e g u la t iv e  p r in 

c i p l e ,  c o n t r o l l i n g  and d i r e c t i n g ,  i s  n e i t h e r  m a tte r  n o r  

en erg y *  A ll phenom ena h ave  t h e i r  n o rm s. In h e r e n t  in  

e v e r y t h in g ,  R eason  i s  t h e  norm o f  norm s, th e  r u l e  o f  a l l  

e x is t e n c e *  I t  i s  t h e  p r i n c ip l e  o f  a l l - p e r v a d i n g  u n ity *

Ey v i r t u e  o f  R eason  e v e r y th in g  a ssu m es t h e  norm and f u l f i l s  

t h e  f u n c t io n s  p r o p e r  to  i t ,  and ev er y b o d y  p er fo rm s th e  du

t i e s  p r o p e r  t o  h i s  s p e c i f i c  human r e l a t i o n .  The e s s e n t i a l  

a t t r i b u t e  o f  R eason  i s  .ien  o r  b e n e v o le n c e *  The u l t im a t e  

p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  e t h i c a l  

i n  c h a r a c te r *  T h u s, w h i le  a s s e r t i n g  t h e  e t h i c a l  ground o f  

t h e  u l t im a t e  s tr a tu m  o f  a l l  phenom ena, p h y s i c a l  and p s y c h i 

c a l ,  m odern G o n fu o ia n is t s  b e s t  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  Chu H si a ttem p 

t e d  t o  e x te n d  m ora l ism  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  u n iv e r s e *

In  t h e  d u a l c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  w h ile  

R eason  i s  p u r p o s iv e  an d  e t h i c a l ,  E th e r  i s  p u r p o s e le s s  and

1 .  For th e  C h in e se  word M  ( ^ l£ )  B ruoe u s e s  'Law" in s t e a d  
o f  "Reason*" But in  t h i s  s tu d y  I p r e f e r  t o  u s e  "R eason ."
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n e i t h e r  s p i r i t u a l  n or  m a te r ia l  b u t oan becom e e i t h e r .

B o th  b e in g  r e l a t i v e  t o  ea ch  o t h e r ,  t h e  p r o d u o t io n  o f  E th e r  

i s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  b y  R eason* They a r e  m u tu a lly  d e p e n d e n t and 

in s e p a r a b le *  To L i o r  R eason  Oh*l or E th e r  i s  i t s  m ani

f e s t i n g  medium; t o  Ch*i L i i s  i t s  r e g u l a t i v e  p r i n c ip l e *  

T h e r e f o r e ,  E th e r  i s  su b se q u e n t and s u b o r d in a te  t o  R eason*  

i s  E th e r  d i f f e r s  i n  d e g r e e  and s p e c i e s ,  th r o u g h  t h i s  o n ly  

medium R eason  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  d i f f e r e n t l y  in  b o t h  d e g r e e  

and s p e c i e s *  T h at i s  sh y  t h e  e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  w h ic h  

R eason  i s  com posed  a r e  em bodied  in  v a r y in g  d e g r e e s  among 

d i f f e r e n t  in d iv id u a l s *

T hroughout Chu H s i ’ a m e ta p h y s ic s  th e r e  i s  tw o fo ld  

d u a lis m — b e tw e en  R eason  and E th e r  and b e tw een  P o s i t i v i t y  

( Y ang) and n e g a t i v i t y  (Y in )« The m a t e r ia l  u n iv e r s e  f i r s t  

e v o lv e s  in  t h e  r o t a t i o n  o f  E th e r  w here from  E th er  s h a d e s  

i n t o  i t s  tw o  m odes— y i n  and ya n g  or i n e r t i a  and  e n e r g y *  

v>hen e n e r g e t i c ,  E th e r  o r ig i n a t e s  th e  p o s i t i v e  (yang) mode— 

when i n  I n e r t i a ,  th e  n e g a t iv e  (y in )  one* Prom th e  I n t e r ?  

a c t io n  o f  t h e  Two l io d e s  th e r e  are  d e v e lo p e d  t h e  V iv o  E le 

m en ts— W ater , E i r e ,  Wood, M eta l and E a r th *  By t h e  i n t e r 

a c t !  on o f  t h e  Two M odes and o f  t h e  V iv e  E le m e n ts , o u t o f  

a l l  c h a o s  H eaven a p p e a r s  f i r s t ,  t h e n  E a r th , and th e n  d l  

o th e r  phenom enal o b je c t s *  E th e r  i s  th en  t h e  s u b s tr a tu m  

o f  t h e  cosm os m a n ife s te d  i n  b o th  p h y s i c a l  and p s y c h i c a l  

phenom ena w i t h  i t s  Two M odes w ork in g  hand i n  handy w h i l e
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R eason  b e in g  t h e  im m a te r ia l e le m e n t i n  t h e  d u a l  c o n s t i t u 

t i o n  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e  i s  th e  g u id in g  p r i n o i p l e  o f  th e  o o s -  

m ic e v o lu t io n  t o  s e e  th e  th e  Y in  and Yang Modes and th e  

J i v e  E le m e n ts  do n o t  g e t  t a n g le d  up and f a l l  i n t o  d i s o r d e r .  

T h u s, H eaven  and E a r th  a r e  but t h e  m a n i f e s t a t io n  o f  tw o  

p r i n c i p l e s — t h e  C h »ien  nnd t h e  K*un— w hich a r e  th e  Yon*  

end t h e  Y in  w o r k in g  i n  t h e  sp h ere  o f  c o sm ic  e v o lu t io n *

The Two M odes and th e  F iv e  E le m e n ts , a t  th e  moment 

o f  t h e i r  u n io n  and e v o l u t i o n ,  d i f f e r  in  d i f f e r e n t  c a s e s  

i n  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  t h e i r  d e a r n e s s  or t u r b i d i t y *  T h is  ac

c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  d i v e r s i t y  among phenom enal o b j e c t  a  

' i l l  c r e a t u r e s  I n c lu d in g  man embody a l l  t h e  Five E le m e n ts .  

But man a lo n e  r e v e a l s  t h e  n a tu r a l  m oral p r i n c i p l e s  w h ile  

lo w e r  a n im a ls  do n o t*  B e ca u se  th e r e  a r e  s t a g e s  in  t h e  a l 

t e r a t i o n  o f  th e  n e g a t iv e  and p o s i t i v e  m odes p a s s in g  th ro u g h  

a  m y ria d  tr a n a fo r r a a t i e n s  and b e c a u se  th e  lo w e r  o r d e r s  o f  

l i f e  p o s s e e s  t h o s e  p r i n c i p l e s  n o t  in  t h e i r  p e r f e c t i o n  ow in g  

t o  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  c a u se d  b y  th e  g r o s s n e s s  o f  E th er*

M e ta p h v s lo a l B a s e s  o f  P s y c h o lo g y  and E t h ic * * -  Hav

i n g  i n h e r i t e d  t h e  m e d ia e v a l C o n fu c ia n  d o c t r in e  o f  t h e  iden

t i f i c a t i o n  o f  H eaven and man, Chu H si c o n ten d e d  t h a t  as  

H eavSa i s  R ea so n  w o r k in g  a s  t h e  u l t im a t e  fc h ia o ip le o f 'u n ity  

and harmony, I t s  decree w ork s a s  th e v i t a l  Im p u lse  through 

a l l  form e o f  organ ism *  A cco rd in g  t o  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s — no

t a b l y  S h oe  Yfcng— a *  w ell as h im se lf, cosmic evo lu tion  w ork s
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along a cycle  o f  four periods analogous to  the four sea

sons of the so lar  year* These four periods are ruled hy 

four u ltim ate la s s  o f th e u n iverse , a ttr ib u te s  of the 

Ch*ien and the K*un. which are c a lle d  o r ig in  (Yuan) * 

Development (Heng) . U t i l i t y  fL i)* and P o te n t ia l ity  (Cheng) * 

P assing from th e macrocosm to  th e microcosm, we fin d  the  

p rin o lp les  of the uniTerse corresponding t o  th e four prin

c ip le s  of Human Nature— benevolence, r igh teou sn ess, pro

p r ie ty , and wisdom; production,growth, maturity# and s to 

rage, to  s o l ic i tu d e , co n sc ien tio u sn ess , cou rtesy , and moral 

in s ig h t of the FeelingBf and th e  agent ttiioh causes produc

t io n , growth, m aturity, and storage# by the re sp ec tiv e  prin

c ip le s ,  to  the Hind by which benevolenoe i s  a f fe c t io n a te ,  

righ teou sn ess h ates e v i l ,  p rop riety  i s  courteous, and w is

dom knows,

Han 18 the composite of the s p ir itu a l  and the bo

d i ly  in g red ien ts , the e f f lu x  o f the s p ir itu a l fa c u lty  Is  

consciousness, which can be only where th ere i s  union o f  

Reason w ith  the e th e r ia l elem ent. The Hind i s  th e union 

of consciousness w ith th e Nature (g a in g ) whioh i s  Reason 

Inherent in  i t .  I t  i s  the se a t of sp ir itu a l I n te ll ig e n c e ,  

the r u ler  o f the e n tir e  p erso n a lity , and the e s s e n t ia l  

a ttr ib u te  cf l i f e .  I t  Is  the agent by whioh mm ru les  h is  

body. I t  controls th e  ex tern a l world in  that with i t  man 

contem plates external ob jects  and so  d is c  or err
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p r in c ip le s  of the uniTerse* I t  u n ite s  the Nature and the 

P ee lin g s , but i s  not united  with e ith er  o f the two, and 

by d ir e c tin g  th e ir  a o t iT it ie s  i t  moulds th e ir  fu n ction s.

"The Nature i s  th e  Reason o f the Mlndf the P eelin gs are

the Nature in  action ; and the Mind Is  th e ru ler  of the
1

Nature and P eelin gs."

S ince the mind of Heaven and Earth is  benevolent, 

the "true" mind of man is  the moral mind. The mind-aubu

tane e i s  o r ig in a lly  good, and " it i s  only because i t  has 

been beguiled  by external th in gs—the seductions o f I t s  

environment--th a t It becomes e v il ."  a The Decree of Heaven 

i s  d iffu sed  throughout the whole u n iverse. As ch'eng Yi 

sa id  that "that whioh Heaven imparts i s  the Decreet that 

which the oreature reo e iv es  i s  Nature," 5 Chu Hsi held  

th a t Reason i s  ones as imparted by Heaven to  the universe i t  

i s  c a lle d  "Decree,* as received by th e  creature from Heaven 

i t  i s  c a lle d  "Nature." "The word 'Nature* (Hsing)," he sa id , 

"refers to  Shat i s  In d iv id u a lized , the word "Decree* to
g

shat i s  a ll-p ervad in g ."  The Nature as decreed by Heaven 

i s  the o r ig in a l nature whioh Is form less but c o n s is ts  of 

su b stan tive  moral p r in c ip le s  such as benevolence, r igh teou s-

1 .  Chu H si, Philosophy o f Human Nature, J .  P . Bruoe'e t r . ,  
p .  2 3 1 .

2 .  Ib id . .  p . 203. I t a l i c s  mine.
3 .  L iterary  Remains of the Brothers Ch*engs. p t .  VI, f .  9 , 

q u o  t e l  p y  Chu f ls l in  the philosophy ofHu man Nature. p.7»
4 .5.
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n e s s *  e t c .  W hile  t h e  M oral O rder i e  u n i v e r s a l ,  t h e  M ature  

i s  in d iv id u a l  and t h e  Mind i s  j u s t  t h e  s e a t  o f  th e  assem 

b la g e  o f  i t s  m oral p r i n c i p l e s .  "The M oral O rder i s  R eason  

a s  we f i n d  i t  i n  t h e  e x t e r n a l  w o r ld }  th e  M ature i s  R eason  

a s  we f i n d  i t  in  o u r s e l v e s . • .T he M ature i s  th e  fram ew ork  

o f  th e  M oral O r d e r .” 1 M oral Law (T ap) and t h e  M ature 

(H s ln g ) a r e  one and t h e  sam e t h in g *

What we o a l l  th e  M ature a b o v e , i s  t h e  o r ig in a l  

M ature w h ioh  I s  u n i v e r s a l l y  and a b s o l u t e l y  g o o d , r i s i n g  

ab ove  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b etw een  good  and e v i l *  t h e r e f o r e ,

Chu H s i  p a r t i c u l a r l y  m akes i t  d e a r  i n  t h e  f o l lo w in g
2p a ssa g e *

The o r i g i n a l  M a tu re , i t  i s  t r u e ,  
i s  t h e  a l l - c o m p r e h e n s iv e  p e r f e c t  good 
n e s s  a p a r t  from  an y  co m p a riso n  w ith  
e v i l .  T h is  i s  w hat i s  im p a r ted  t o  me 
b y  H ea v en . But t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  i t  r e s t s  
w ith  man i n  a d d i t io n  t o  g o o d . C onduct 
i n  a c c o r d  w ith  t h i s  o r i g i n a l  n a tu r e  i s  
g o o d . C onduct ou t o f  a c c o r d  w ith  i t  i s  
e v i l • • . I t  i s  in  m an 's c o n d u c t t h a t  t h e  
d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  good  and  e v i l  a r i s e s ,  
b u t t h e  good  c o n d u ct i s  t h e  outcom e o f  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  n a t u r e .  I f ,  a s  Wen T in g  
(N am ely , Hu H s ie n )  s a y s ,  t h e r e  i s  b o th  

a n  a b s o lu t e  and a  r e l a t i v e  g o o d n e s s ,  than  
t h e r e  a r e  tw o n a t u r e s .  Mow t h e  M ature  
w h ic h  i s  r e c e iv e d  from  H ea v e n , and t h e  
M ature from  i t i i o h  good  c o n d u c t  p r o c e e d s ,  
a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  on es b u t  t h e  moment th e  
good  a p p e a r s , t h e r e  im m e d ia te ly  a p p e a r s  
w ith  i t  t h e  n o t -g o o d ,  s o  t h a t  n e c e s s a r i l y

QPT?* t* .  p p . 2 3 -2 4 .
2 .  I b i d . .  p .  2 5 .  I t a l i c s  m ine.
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you  sp ea k  o f  go o d  and e v i l  In  c o n t r a s t *
I t  i s  n o t t h a t  th e r e  i s  an a n te c e d e n t  
e v i l  w a i t in g  f o r  t h e  g o o d n e s s  t o  a p p ea r  
w it h  r t i le h  i t  i s  t o  h e  c o n t r a s t e d ,  h a t  
t h a t  b y  w rong a c t i o n s  we f a l l  i n t o  e v i l *

T h rou ghou t h lB  tr e a tm e n t  o f  human n a tu r e  Ch*eng 71*8  

s a y in g ,." T h e  N a tu re  i s  R e a so n ,*  and Shao 7 h n g * s , "The 

N a tu re  i s  th e  c o n c r e te  e g r e s s i o n  o f  th e  M oral O r d e r ,n 

a r e  q u oted  o v er  and ov er  a g a in *  B ut th e n  what i s  th e  

s o u r c e  o f  e v i l ?  Or w hat 1b t h e  f a c t o r  o f  a n t i - s o c i a l  

c o n d u ct anyway?

To a c c o u n t f o r  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  e v i l ,  Chu H s i d i s 

t in g u is h e d  b e tw een  th e  " o r ig in a l  N atu re"  and t h e  " E th e-  

r i a l  N ature*"  Our c o r p o r e i t y  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  b y  E th e r .

"When th e  p h y s ic a l  N a tu re  i s  sp ok en  o f ,  R eason  and E th e r  

a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  in  co m b in a tio n * "  1 "The p h y s i c a l  N atu re  

i s  s im p ly  th e  o r i g i n a l  N a tu re  in h e r e n t  in  th e  p h y s i c a l
a

e le m e n t ,  b ecom in g  one N a tu re  i n  u n io n  w ith  i t * ” Han 

l i v e s  b y  t h e  u n io n  o f  t h e  N a tu re  w ith  E th er*  In  t h i s  

u n io n  th e  N a tu re  p e r t a in s  t o  R eason  and i s  f o r m le s s  w h ile  

E th o r  p e r t a i n s  t o  fo itn  and i s  m a t e r ia l*  The fo rm er  i s  

a l t r u i s t i c  and I n v a r ia b ly  g o o d | t h e  l a t t e r  i s  s e l f i s h  and 

p o t e n t i a l l y  e v i l *  The m a n i f e s t a t io n s  o f  th e  fo rm er  a r e  a l l

1* Op • o l t *. p* 13*
2* I b id *, p .  71*
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t h e  w o rk in g s o f  R eason ; th o B e  o f  th e  l a t t e r  a r e  a l l  th e  a c -

t i o n s  o f  human d e s i r e .

In  t h e  d u a l c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  a l l  o r e a t u r e s ,  th e  N atu re  

i s  one o n ly .  I t  was a lr e a d y  in  e x i s t e n c e  b e fo r e  th e  e t h e r i a l  

e le m en t e x i s t e d .  "The fo rm er  i s  t r a n s i t o r y ,  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  

e t e r n a l .  A lth o u g h  th e  N atu re  i s  im p la n te d  i n  th e  n i d s t  o f  

th e  E th e r , t h e  E th e r  i s  s t i l l  t h e  E th e r ,  and th e  N atu re  s t i l l  

th e  N a tu r e , w ith o u t  c o n fu s io n  t h e  one w ith  t h e  o th e r  •" * 

H ow ever, i t  i s  e n t i r e l y  ow ing t o  th e  v a r ia t i o n  In  th e  phy

s i c a l  e le m e n t t h a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  d e v e lo p .  The D e cr ee  in  i t s  

t r u e  m ean ing p r o c e e d s  from  R ea so n , and  i t s  v a r i a t i o n s  p ro 

c e e d  from  t h e  p h y s ic a l  e le m e n t .  In  a l l  men th e  N atu re  i s  

th e  sam e, b u t t h e i r  e t h e r i a l  endowment i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  un

e q u a l .  The N a tu re  o f  men and o th e r  c r e a t u r e s  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y
2

th e  sam e; th e  e t h e r i a l  endowment a g a in  n e c e s s a r i l y  d i f f e r s .  

"Those w hose e t h e r i a l  endowm ent i s  c l e a r  are  s a i n t s  and  

s a g e s  in  whom th e  N atu re  i s  l i k e  a  p e a r l  l y i n g  in  c l e a r  c o ld  

w a te r .  T h ose w h ose e t h e r i a l  endowment i s  tu r b id  are  f o o l i s h  

and d e g e n e r a t e ,  in  whom t h e  N atu re  i s  l i k e  a p e a r l  in  muddy 

w a t e r .* T h us, w h ile  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  r a t i o n a l  n a tu r e  in c lu d e s  

a l l  th e  In n a te  m ora l i d e a s ,  th e  e t h e r i a l  n a tu r e  d i s c r im in 

a t e s  good and e v i l  and i s  t h e r e f o r e  th e  s o u r c e  o f  e v i l .

Coming to  t h e  t o p i c  o f  “P e e l i n g s , “ Chu H si d e f in e d

1 .  Op. c l t . .  p .  S 3 .3. 'r t ia . ;~P.  S i . 2 .  I b id . .  p .  7 4 .
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i t  a s  " a c t i v i t y  in  r e s p o n s e  t o  a f f e c t i o n  b y  th e  e x t e r n a l  

w o r ld ."   ̂ "The N atu re  i s  t h a t  w h ioh  p r e c e d e s  a c t i v i t y ,  th e

P e e l in g s  f o l lo w  a c t i v i t y *  and th e  Mind in c lu d e s  b o th  th e
2

p r e - a c t i v e  and  t h e  p o s t - a c t i v e • " The F e e l in g s  a r e  th e  

N atu re i n  o p e r a t io n ,  and from  t h e  N atu re  em anate t h e  F e e l 

in g s *  "The N atu re  c o n s i s t s  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  (m oral i d e a s ) ,  

th e  F e e l in g s  a r e  t h e i r  o u t f lo w  and o p e r a t io n *  The M in d 's  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  th e  a g e n t  b y  w h ioh  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  are  

p o s s e s s e d  and th e  F e e l in g s  p u t i n t o  p r a c t ic e * "  T h e r e fo r e ,  

from  th e  g o o d n e ss  o f  th e  F e e l i n g s ,  we can  i n f e r  th e  good

n e s s  o f  th e  N atu re*  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  w h ile  th e  N atu re  i s  p e r 

m a n en tly  g o o d , th e  F e e l in g s  a r e  n o t a lw a y s w h o lly  good* In  

o r ig in  t h e y  a r e  c o n s t i t u t e d  f o r  d o in g  good* when p e r v e r te d  

b y  th e  e t h e r i a l  e le m e n t t h e y  i s s u e  in  th e  p r a o t lo e  o f  e v i l *  

I f  F e e l in g  r e f e r s  t o  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  em a n a tio n
4

from  t h e  N a tu r e , t h e  I n t e n t io n  i s  what d e te r m in e s  i t s  c h a r 

a c t e r ,  and th e  W il l  i s  " the d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  Mind" — t h e  

d i r e c t i o n  i n  w h ioh  t h e  Mind m oves* Of th e  ’£111 I n t e n t io n s  

a r e  th e  w orking p r o c e s s e s ,  t o  an d  f r o ,  a s  i t s  f e e t *  Quot

in g  Chang T s a i ,  Chu H al a rg u ed  t h a t  "the M il l  i s  a l t r u i s t i c ,  

and I n t e n t io n  e g o i s t i c . "  The fo r m e r , a c c o r d in g  t o  h im , i s  

s t r o n g ,  c l e a r ,  and p o s i t i v e *  th e  l a t t e r ,  w eak , t u r b id ,  and

Op * o l t * .  p* 2 3 5 . 2* I b i d . ,  p .  234*
3* I b i d . ,  p* 240*
4 .  Op .  o l t * . p ,  240* I n s t e a d  o f  "I n te n t io n "  B ruce p u ts

"M otive" f o r  th e  C h in e se  word j i  ( ^ . } ,  w h ich  seem s
r a t h e r  o o n fU sln g *
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n e g a t iv e *  I n t a i t I o n  i s  a lw a y s  p a r t i c u la r i z e d  and t h e r e f o r e  

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  and e g o i s t i c *  When p e r v e r te d  by th e  e th e r 

e a l  e le m e n t ,  i t  t e n d s  t o  e v i l ,  to o *

R a t io n a l  and I n t e l l e c t u a l  M o t o r s  E m phasized  i n  

P r a c t i c a l  E t h i c s *—  Zf t h e  t r u e  m ind i e  th e  m oral m in d , i t  

i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  guard  y o u r  mind and make t h e  mind tr u e *

"What i s  term ed e v i l  i s  in  th e  e t h e r e a l  e le m e n t* " 1 T h ere

f o r e ,  i t  i s  im p e r a t iv e  t h a t  t h e  r a t io n a l  r u l e  ov er  i t *  For

th e  m easure o f  c o n d u ct Chu H si r e i t e r a t e d  th e  D o c tr in e  o f

th e  Mean w h ic h , a c c o r d in g  t o  h im , i s  th e  a t t r i b u t e  o f  H ea-
2

v en  and E arth *  Endowed w ith  t h e  s e n s e  o f  th e  Mean man i s  

born* I t  w orks o n ly  when th e  M ature i s  p r e s e r v e d  and d e v e l -  

opedj i t  i s  d is tu r b e d  b e c a u s e  men l o s e  t h e i r  M ature on a c 

co u n t o f  h a b i t s  e n g e n d e r ed  b y  th e  m a te r ia l  5 e le m e n t*

S e l f - c o n t r o l  f o r  Chu H si im p l ie s  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  

e t h e r e a l  e le m e n t*  V ir tu e  m ust s u c c e e d  in  overcom in g  E th er*  

But how can  we make v i r t u e  overcom e E th er?  To an sw er  t h i s  

Chu H si h e ld  t h a t  t h e  M oral Law (T a o ) i s  th e  r ig h t  way f o l 

low ed  b y  a l l  th r o u g h  a l l  a g e s *  I t  p r e s c r ib e s  su ch  perm anent 

d u t i e s  p r o p e r  t o  e v e r y  k in d  o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n d i l p  a s  th e  

b e n e f ic e n c e  o f  th e  f a t h e r ,  th e  f i l i a l  p i e t y  o f  t h e  s o n ,  th e  

b e n e v o le n c e  o f  t h e  s o v e r e ig n ,  and t h e  l o y a l t y  o f  t h e  m in is t e r *  

The " f iv e  d u t i e s  o f  u n i v e r s a l  o b l ig a t io n "  a r e  t h e  o p e r a t io n

I *  Op* c l t  * * p *  SO* 2* p* SI*
3* E th e r  when p r e c i p i t a t e d  tu r n s  i n t o  H a tte r *
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o f  i t .  Hamed T ao . i t  1b d e r iv e d  from  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  in 

h e r e n t  r ig h t  p r e s e n t  in  a l l  phenom ena. * The s u b s ta n c e  o f  

th e  T ao 1b t h e r e f o r e  in c o r p o r e a l*

J u s t  a s  f o r  K an t, th e  M oral Law f o r  Chu H al— a s  

a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  R eason— i s  th e  s o u r c e  and s a n c t io n  o f  h i s  

th e o r y  o f  v i r t u e  aB w e l l  a s  o f  h i s  th e o r y  o f  d u ty *  He d e

f in e d  v i r t u e  a s  " th e r e c e p t io n  o f  t h i s  Law in  o n e 's  own
2 *

person** or  a s  " th e p r a c t i c e  o f  th e  M oral Law*" The Tao

or M oral Law, in o lu d in g  b o th  s u b s ta n c e  and o p e r a t io n ,  i s  

th e  " i n v i s i b l e  road"  w h ich  a l l  men f o l lo w ;  w h ile  R eason  con 

s i s t s  o f  num erous " v e in - l ik e  p r i n c i p l e s  In c lu d e d  in  th e
4

term  T a o ."  R eason  in h e r e n t  in  t h e  mind i s  th e  M ature 

w h ich  i s  th e  c o n c r e te  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  M oral Law* In  o r 

d er  to  know th e  r e a l i t y  o f  th e  M oral Law, we m ust s e e k  i t  

in  our own n a tu r e  b y  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  i t s  in n a t e  m ora l p r in 

c i p l e s  u n i t e d  i n  one co m p reh en siv e  term  by t h e  M oral Law* 

W hile  m e t a p h y s ic a l ly  R eason f u n c t i o n s  a s  th e  g u id e  

and s ta n d a r d  o f  th e  Two Modes and th e  F iv e  E le m e n ts , in  

e t h i c s  i t  w orks e x a c t l y  in  th e  same m anner, r e g u la t in g  t h e  

v a r io u s  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and g u id in g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  

th e  F iv e  C o n s ta n t s ,  a s  t h e  u l t im a t e  c o u r s e  t o  w hioh  a l l  

w ays o f  l i f e  a s  w e l l  a s  a l l  m odes o f e x i s t e n c e  conform *

I h e s e  F iv e  C o n s ta n ts  a r e  c o n s ta n t  in n a te  m oral m o t iv e s  o r

1* O p * o jy t* f PP* 285*286*  2* pp* 272—273*
3 .  l o id * , '  p* 304 * 4* n > i d . ,  p* 270*
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id e a s  W orking from  w ith in *  H a b i t u a l ly  e x p r e s s e d ,  t h e y  a r e

known a s  v i r t u e s *

Among t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  b e n e v o le n c e  r e ig n s  suprem e*

v /h lle  Chu H a l ' s  e t h i c s  i s  fu n d a m e n ta lly  j u r a l ,  h e  r e c o g n iz e s

th e  h ig h e s t  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  and in g e n u o u s  i d e a l  i n  a l t r u is m ,

w hioh  i s  a n te c e d e n t  t o  b e n e v o le n c e *  A ltr u ism  p e r t a in s  t o

R eason ; b e n e v o le n c e  t o  p e r s o n a l i t y *  " B en ev o len ce  1 i s  th e

p r i n c i p l e  o f  a f f e o t i o n ,  and a l t r u is m  i s  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f

b e n e v o le n c e ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  i f  th e r e  i s  a l t r u is m  th e r e  i s  b e n e -
2

v o le n o e ,  and i f  th e r e  i s  b e n e v o le n c e  th e r e  i s  a f f e c t io n * *

The u n iv e r s e  i s  b e n e v o le n t*  Man m ust have b een  u n s e l f i s h

i n  o rd er  t o  b e  b e n e v o le n t ;  and a f t e r  b e n e v o le n c e  com es s e l f -

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w ith  a l l  t h in g s  in  th e  u n iv e r s e *  B e n e v o le n c e
%

i s  " th e  id e a  o f  harmony*" B e n e v o le n c e  i s  th e  e n e r g y -p r o 

d u c in g  p r i n o i p l e  in c lu d in g  th e  o th e r  p r i n c ip l e s *  In  i t s  

o p e r a t io n  i t  m a n i f e s t s  t h r e e  p h a se s— m oral i n s i g h t ,  c o u r t e s y ,
4

and ju d gm en t— b e fo r e  i t s  d e e d  i s  c o m p le te *  " B en ev o len ce  

i t s e l f  i s  t h e  o r ig i n a l  su b s ta n c e  o f  b e n e v o le n c e ,  r e v e r e n c e  

( p r o p r ie t y )  i s  b e n e v o le n c e  e x p r e s s in g  i t s e l f  in  g r a c e fu l  

fo rm , r ig h t e o u s n e s s  i s  b e n e v o le n c e  in  ju d g m en t, and wisdom
g

i s  b e n e v o le n c e  d is c r im in a t in g * "

To t h e s e  f o u r  p r i n c i p l e s ,  s i n c e r i t y  i s  added* As 

th e  p r i n o i p l e  o f  r e a l i t y ,  " s in c e r i t y  i s  r e a l i t y ,  and r e a l i t y

1 .  I n s t e a d  o f  " b en ev o len ce "  B ruce u s e s  " love*"
2* O D * o iJ t» , p* 320* 3* I b id * ,  p* 325*
4 .  I b i d * , p .  3 1 6 .  5 .  T E H * . p* 4 0 1 .
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m eans t h a t  a  t h in g  I S ."  * J u s t  aB E arth  g i v e s  r e a l i t y  t o  

o th e r  e le m e n ts  so  t h a t  th e  fo u r  s e a s o n s  w ork , s i n c e r i t y  

g i v e s  r e a l i t y  t o  a l l  o f  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  w h ereb y  eaoh  a c 

q u ir e s  a  r e a l  e x i s t e n c e *  I t  i s  o n ly  when t h e  p o s i t i v e  and 

n e g a t iv e  m odes u n i t e  a l l  t h e  v i r t u e s ,  and t h e  f i v e  n a t u r e -  

p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  a l l  c o m p le te ,  t h a t  we can  have t h e  due Mean 

in  our c o n d u c t  and t h e  p e r f e c t  u p r ig h tn e s s  o f  t h e  s a g e  in  

our o h a r a o t e r .

Through th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  b i: : ;V o ls n c e  and t h e  

p r a c t i c e  o f  r ig h t e o u s n e s s  th e  N ature cun be made s t e a d 

f a s t *  O rd in ary  men f a i l  in  s t e a d f a s t n e s s  * n o t b e o a u se  th e  

N a tu re  w as o r i g i n a l l y  d e f e c t i v e ,  hut b e c a u se  i t s  b e n e v o le n c e  

has b een  v i o l a t e d  b y  s e l f - c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  i t s  r ig h t e o u s n e s s  

h a s  b e e n  in ju r e d  by c a l c u l a t i n g  c l e v e r n e s s ,  and so  th e
o

F e e l i n g s  a r e  b e c lo u d e d  and f e v e r i s h  a n x i e t y  p r e v a i l s ."

V ir tu e  and p r o f i t ,  d u ty  and e x p e d ie n c y , are  a s  m u tu a lly  i n 

c o m p a tib le  a s  m o r a l i t y  and l e g a l i t y .  " S e l f - c o n c e n t r a t io n *  

and " c a lc u l a t i n g  u s e  o f  wisdom" a r e  n o t  o n ly  d e tr im e n ta l  

t o  th e  " s t e a d f a s t  N a tu r e ,"  b u t a l s o  make im p o s s ib le  th e  n a 

t u r a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  a l t r u is m  and th e  s p o n t a n e i t y  o f  c l e a r  i n 

s i g h t  •

" S te a d fa s t  N ature"  means " th e a t ta in m e n t  o f  th e  o r i 

g in a l  q u a l i t y  o f  th e  N atu re  by th e  c o m p le t io n  o f  th e  work  

o f  p r e s e r v a t io n  and n u r tu r e ."  3 T h e r e fo r e ,  Chu H si t a u g h t ,

1 .  Op. o i t  *. p p . 411 , 4 1 6 . 2 .  I b id .« p .  2 5 7 .
3 .  I b i d . , p .  2 5 6 .
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h o ld  f a s t  t o  t h e  Mind and p r e s e r v e  i t s  o r i g i n a l  n a t u r e .  Be 

s e d a t e  and s e r i o u s i  S e d a te n e s s  h a s  t o  d o  w ith  dem eanor, 

s e r io u s n e s s  p e r t a in s  t o  a c t io n *  * W ith th e  s e d a te  and s e r 

io u s  Mind we can  '• e x h a u s t iv e ly  i n v e s t i g a t e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  and  

by f o l lo w in g  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  we d e te r m in e  our a t t i t u d e

to  e x t e r n a l  t h i n g s ,  J u s t  a s  th e  body u s e s  th e  arm , and th e
2

a m  th e  h a n d .” D is c a r d  a n g er  and c h e r i s h  a l t r u i s m ,  ob-
3

s e r v e  p r i n c i p l e s  and a c t  i n  harmony w ith  them * T h ese  a r e  

th e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  e x a m in in g  o n e s e l f  and e l im in a t in g  th e  

e v i l .  I t  i s  th u s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  

i s  a n te c e d e n t  t o  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  them* The i n t e l l e c t u a l  

f a c t o r  w as t h e r e f o r e  e x c e e d in g ly  e la b o r a te d  b y  Chu H si in  

h i s  p r i n c i p l e  o f c h a r a c t e r - b u i ld in g *

3* The P s y c h o lo g ic a l  E la b o r a t io n —

Wang Y ang-m ing

Mind I s  R eason *— W hile g e n e r a l ly  r e v e r e d  a s  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  s p e c u l a t i v e  p h i lo s o p h e r  o f  m odem  C h in a , Chu H si 

fou n d  two r i v a l  t h in k e r s  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  opposed  t o  him* The 

f i r s t  one was Lu H sia n g -a h a n  (1 1 3 9 -1 1 9 1 )  rtio  m et him  in  

1175  and a g a in  I n  1181 and c o n fe r r e d  on p h i lo s o p h ic a l  su b -  

J e o t s *  As h i s  s t a r t i n g  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  th e  u n iv e r s e  i s  n o t  

due t o  th e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  Two Modes and th e  F iv e  E lem e n ts

1 ,  O D > *oit*f p*  440*  2 * I b id * ,  p p • 212—213*
3 .  n>Id*. p p . 2 5 7 -2 5 8 .
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u n d er  th e  g u id in g  p r i n o i p l e  o f  R eason d i f f e r s  s o  much f r a n  

th a t  o f  th e  o r th o d o x  Sung p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  h e  was r eg a rd ed  b y  

many t h in k e r s  a s  a  h e r e t i c .  A nother one was Y/ang Y ang-m ing  

(1 4 7 3 -1 5 2 8 )  born  more th a n  t h r e e  hundred y e a r s  a f t e r w a r d s ,  

d u r in g  th e  M ing d y n a s ty  ( 1 3 6 8 - 1 6 6 1 ) .  I t  w as t h i s  th in k e r  

o f  p o s t e r i t y  who f i r s t  made i t  c l e a r  th a t  Lu H s ia n g -sh a n  was 

j u s t  a s  o u ch  a d i s c i p l e  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  s a g e s  a s  Chu H si*  

and th a t  th ou gh  he had en gaged  in  a  lo n g  d i s c u s s i o n  w ith  

th e  l a t t e r ,  i t  was n o t r ig h t  f o r  p e o p le  t o  a c c u s e  H sia n g -  

shan o f  a d v o c a t in g  B u d d h is t ic  d o c t r i n e s .  *

Wang Y ang-m ing w as b o rn  o f  a  w e ll-k n o w n  s c h o l a r ly  

f a m i ly  w h er e in  h i s  p r e c o c io u s  mind waB d e e p ly  im p r e sse d  by  

th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t im u la t io n  from  h i s  f a t h e r  and f o r e 

f a t h e r s .  At f i r s t  he le a r n e d  th e  a r t  o f  c h i v a l r y ,  th e n  th e  

a r t  o f  a r c h e r y  an d  h o r s e b a c k - r id in g ,  th e n  th e  a r t  o f  e o s e y -  

w r i t i n g ,  th e n  th e  way t o  im m o r ta l i t y ,  and th e n  th e  c r e e d  

o f  B uddhism . I t  was in  th e  y e a r  1 5 0 5 , when he was t h i r t y -  

th r e e  y e a r s  o l d ,  th a t  he f i r s t  p r o c la im e d  th e  im p o rta n ce  o f  

d e v o t io n  t o  the d o c t r in e  o f  o r th o d o x y . A l l  s o r t s  o f  work 

he had done d id  not come to  n a u g h t , how ever*  He grew  t o  b e 

come a  J a c k - o f - a l l - t r a d e s  and m a ste r  o f  e v e r y t h in g ,  d i s 

t i n g u i s h i n g  h i m s e l f  a s  t h in k e r ,  w r i t e r ,  e s s a y i s t ,  p o e t ,  

s ta te sm a n  and s t r a t e g i s t .  As v i c e r o y  he s u p p r e s s e d  l o c a l

1 .  The P h i lo s o p h y  o f  Wang Y an g-m in g . F . 0 .  Henke * s  t r . ,  
p p . 5 9 6  f f .
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r e v o l t s  and p a o i f i e d  w a r - l ik e  a b o r ig in e s  i n  so u th w e s te r n  

C h in a , th u s  c o n t r ib u t in g  c o n c r e t e ly  t o  th e  p e a c e  and o r d e r  

o f  h i s  p e o p le .  As s tu d e n t  w ith  c r i t i c a l  i n s i g h t ,  he f i r s t  

i n v e s t i g a t e d  and th e n  r e j e c t e d  th e  c r e e d s  o f  Buddhism and  

T aoism  l a r g e l y  on th e  ground th a t  th e  l e a r n in g  o f  C o n fu c iu s  

i s  s im p le  b u t p ro fou n d  and f a r  more p r a c t i c a b le  th a n  any  

o f  th e  o th e r  tw o s y s t e m s .  1 In  t h e  y e a r  1 5 1 1 , w h ile  h ead  

o f  th e  in s p e c t io n  departm ent o f  th e  Board o f  C i v i l  O f f i c e s ,  

he f i r s t  d i s c o u r s e d  upon th e  l e a r n in g  o f  Chu H si and In  

H sia n g -sh a n  and t h e n c e f o r t h  he had t o  c h o o s e  b e tw een  t h e s e

two g r e a t e s t  p r e d e c e s s o r s  o f  h im . " d ie  can  le a r n  t o  b e -
2

come a  s a g e . 1* He d e c id e d  in  fa v o r  o f  Lu and th r e e  y e a r s  

l a t e r  d e f i n i t e l y  a p p e a le d  t o  U e n o iu s  more th a n  anybody e l s e  

f o r  a u t h o r i t y  and tu rn ed  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  " i n t u i t i v e  k n o w led g e *1 

f o r  i n s t r u c t i n g  h i s  d i s c i p l e s .  As a  r e s u l t ,  more than  any

bod y e l s e ' s ,  h i s  sy s te m  o f  t e a c h in g s  s ta n d s  c l e a r l y  r e l i e v e d
3

a g a in s t  t h a t  o f  Chu H s i .

For Wang Y ang-m ing a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  Lu H sia n g -sh a n  

th e  u l t im a t e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e  i s  n o t  th e  U lt im a te  

Supreme but th e  H in d . The Mind i s  R eason p e r m e a tin g  th e  

vfoole u n i v e r s e .  A l l  th e  phenom ena in  th e  w o r ld  a re  n o th in g  

b u t th e  form s o f  th e  Mind in  ope r a t i  cm. T here i s  n o th in g

3 .  t h e s e  tw o sy s te m s  i s  p r e c i s e l y  w e l l
b ro u g h t c u t  b y  Lee S h ih - t s e n  i n  h i s  P h i lo s o p h y  o f  L i f e

1 Ib id

(V o l .  I ,  p .  4 0 9 . ) .
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t h a t  e x i s t s  in d ep en d e n t o f t h e  Mind* For t h e  Mind and 

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  w h ich  R eason  c o n s i s t s  a r e  one* I t  i s  o n ly  

b e c a u se  p e o p le  make a d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  them  th a t  th e r e  

a r e  s o  many (m e n ta l)  d i s e a s e s  o r  e v i l s *  The a c t i v i t y  and 

t r a n q u i l i t y  o f  th e  Mind in v o lv e  ea ch  o th e r *  "The Y in i s  

th e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  Y ang,  and th e  Yang i s  th e  c a u s e  o f  th e  

Y ln »" 1 H en ce , t h e  a b s u r d i ty  o f  an y  d u a l i s t i c  in t e r p r e t  

t a t i o n  o f  t h in g s  and i d e a s .

Back o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t i v e  i d e a l i s m ,  th e r e  i s  W ang's 

p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a p p ro a ch  b y  t h e  m ethod o f  in t r o s p e c t ! o n *  T ru e , 

i n  i i i s  l i f e  and work he l a r g e l y  B ta r te d  from  a e l f - i n t r o -  

s p e o t io n  a s  th e  Way t o  s e l f - c u l t i v a t i o n *  " L earn ing  m ust 

s t r i k e  in t o  th e  in n e r  n a tu r e •" 2 So he ta u g h t :  "When you

s tu d y  you rauet in t r o s p e c t *  I f  you m e r e ly  r ep ro v e  o t h e r s ,  

you s e e  o n ly  th e  f a u l t s  o f  o t h e r s  and do n o t come t o  a  

r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  you r  o m  m is ta k e s *  I f  you b r in g  you r  s tu d y  

to  b e a r  upon y o u r s e l f ,  you w i l l  r e a l i z e  th a t  you are  in
3

many r e s p e c t s  im p e r f e c t ."  But why sh o u ld  we s t a r t  from  

s e l f - i n t r o s p e c t i o n  i f  we w ant t o  c u l t i v a t e  o u r s e lv e s ?

G e l f - ln t r o s p e o t io n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  and in d is p e n s a b le  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  th e  r e a so n  t h a t  th e  summum bonum i s  in h e r 

e n t  i n  th e  Mind* The Mind i s  R e a so n , and th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  

R eason  a re  " h e a v e n -g iv e n "  and t r a n s c e n d e n t a l*  T h e r e fo r e ,

1 .  Wang, o p . o f t * , p .  236 . 2 .  I b i d * , p .  3 4 0 .
3* f P* 163*
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b e fo r e  we i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i n g s  we rsuot i n t r e s p e c t i v e l y  in v e s 

t i g a t e  th e  " h e a v e n -g iv e n "  p r i n c i p l e s  w h ich  a r e  th e  p r i n c i 

p l e s  o f  th e  v i t a l  f o r c e *  W ithou t t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  t h e r e  

c o u ld  be no f u n c t io n in g  o f  th e  v i t a l  f o r c e ,  and w ith o u t  

t h i s  f u n c t io n in g  t h o s e  t h in g s  t h a t  a r e  o a l l e d  p r i n c i p l e s  

c o u ld  n o t  b e  se e n *  "The p r i n c i p l e s  o f t h in g s  a r e  n o t t o  b e  

found e x t e r n a l  t o  th e  Mind* To s e e k  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  

t h in g s  o u t s id e  th e  mind r e s u l t s  in  thex*e b e in g  no p r i n c i 

p l e s  o f  th in g s * "  1 Chu H si w as w ron g , a c c o r d in g  t o  Vang, 

in  th a t  he had s e p a r a te d  m ind and p r i n c i p l e s  by  a d v o c a t

in g  th e  s e a r c h  a f t e r  fu n d a m en ta l p r i n c i p l e s  in  a l l  a f f a i r s
2and t h in g s  and th e n  th e  u s e  o f  th e  Hind i s  d o in g  t h i s *

The p r i n c i p l e  o f f i l i a l  p i e t y ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i s  to  be  

so u g h t n o t  in  o n e ’ s  p a r e n ts  b u t in  on e’ s  own mind*

The m ind i s  th e  em bodim ent o f  m oral p r in c ip l e s *  I t  

i s  one and i s  th e  ITature* When c o r r u p te d  by human aimB and 

p a s s i o n s ,  i t  i s  c a l l e d  a  s e l f i s h  m ind; o t h e r w is e ,  an up

r ig h t  mind* I t  i s  a b su r d ~ to  d i s t i n g u i s h  th e  a b s o l u t e l y  

good m ind and th e  r e l a t i v e l y  good one s u s c e p t ib l e  t o  e v i l  

a s  ta u g h t  by Chu H si*  "The Mind i s  m a ste r  o f  th e  b od y) t h e

n a tu re  ( d i s p o o l t io n )  i s  c o m p le t e ly  in c lu d e d  in  m ind; and
*

v i r t u e  i s  o r i g i n a l l y  t o  be fo u n d  in  n a tu re * "  B ody, m in d , 

n a tu r e ,  p u r p o se , k n o w led g e , and t h i n g s — a l l  t h e s e  a r e  b u t

1* * P* 208*
3* I b id *, p* 3 5 7 .

2* I b i d . ,  p* 304 .
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one u n i t y *  The body r e f e r s  t o  th e  p la c e  t h a t  u n i t y  o ccu 

p i e s ;  " n a tu r e ” t o  th e  a c c u m u la t in g  o f  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  in  th e  

i n d iv id u a l ;  "mind" t o  th e  c o n t r o l l i n g  f a c t o r  o f  t h i s  a ccu 

m u la t in g  o f  p r i n c i p l e s ;  "purpose"  t o  th e  m a n ife s te d  a c t i 

v i t y  o f  th e  c o n t r o l l i n g  pow er; "know ledge" t o  th e  i n t e l l i 

g en ce  and c l e a r  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f th e  m a n ife s te d  a c t i v i t y ;  and 

" th in g s ” t o  th e  s t im u la t io n  and r e sp o n s e  t o  t h i s  k n o w led g e .

The N atu re  i s  th e  em bodim ent o f  th e  H in d . The 

o r ig in a l  N a tu re  i s  th e  em bodim ent o f  R ea so n , o f  "h eaven-  

g i v e n ” p r i n c i p l e s .  B e in g  a  p r i o r i  g o o d , th e  o r ig i n a l  Na

tu r e  i s  t o  be i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  th e  p ath  o f  d u ty  ( t a o ) . 

T h e r e fo r e ,  he who s t r i k e s  in t o  th e  in n e r  n a tu re  o f  h i s  mind 

th e r e b y  u n d e r s ta n d s  th e  p a th  o f  d u ty .  As th e  N ature w h ile  

in c lu d in g  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  i s  not s u b j e c t  to  th e  c a te g o r y  o f  

sp a c e  and i s  d e v o id  o f  in t e r n a l  and e x t e r n a l ,  i n t r o s p e c t i v e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  i s  more im p o rta n t th a n  

e x t e r n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h in g s  and a f f a i r s .

Make y o u r  o r ig in a l  n a tu re  o f th e  mind th e  m a s te r .  

B eca u se  i f  th o u g h ts  and id e a s  a r e  n o t  th e  p ro d u ct o f  th e  

m ind*s o r ig i n a l  n a tu r e , t h e y  are  s e l f i s h .  T h e r e fo r e , Wang 

Y ang-m ing a rg u ed  f o r  th e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  g o o d n e ss  o f  th e  

o r ig i n a l  n a tu r e s  *

B e n e v o le n c e , ' r ig h t e o u s n e s s ,  p r o p r ie t y ,  
and wisdom a r e  n a tu r e  m a n i f e s t in g  v i r t u e .
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T here i s  o n ly  one n a tu r e  and no o th e r *  
R e fe r r in g  t o  i t s  s u b s t a n c e ,  i t  i s  c a l l e d  
h eaven  $ c o n s id e r in g  i t  a s  r u le r  or l o r d ,  i t  
i s  c a l l e d  S h a n g - t i  (O od); v ie w e d  a s  fu n c 
t i o n i n g ,  i t  i s  c a l l e d  f a t e ;  a s  g iv e n  t o  men 
i t  i s  o a l l e d  d i s p o s i t i o n ;  a s  c o n t r o l l i n g  
th e  b o d y , i t  i s  o a l l e d  mind* M a n ife s te d  b y  
th e  m in d , when one m e e ts  p a r e n t s ,  i t  i s  
o a l l e d  f i l i a l  p i e t y ;  when one m e e ts  th e  
p r i n c e ,  i t  i s  c a l l e d  lo y a l t y *  P r o c e e d in g  
from  t h i s  on t h e  c a te g o r y  i s  i n e x h a u s t i b l e ,  
but i t  i s  a l l  one n a t u r e ,  e v e n  a s t h e r e  i s  
b u t one man ( i n  th e  g e n e r ic  s e n s e ) *

T h u s, t h e  N atu re  i s  th e  c a te g o r y  o f  t h e  M ind, th e  b a s i s  o f  

a l l  r e a l i t y *

The I n t u i t i v e  K now ledge o f  Good*—  The c l e a r ,  i n 

t e l l i g e n t  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  “h e a v e n - g iv e n ” p r i n c i p l e s  i s  

c a l l e d  ' ' i n t u i t i v e  k n o w led g e ."  * Man i s  b orn  w ith  th e  a b i l 

i t y  to  d i s c r im in a t e  good and e v i l *  T h is  i s  th e  i n t u i t i v e  

( o h lh - c h o u ) f a c u l t y  w h ich  i n  i t s  a p p l i c a t io n  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  

n eed  n o t  lo o k  t o  th e  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  a c t io n *  I t  t r a n s c e n d s  

a l l  tim e and s p a c e ,  b e in g  " c h a r a c te r iz e d  b y  q u ick  ap p rehen

s i o n ,  c l e a r  d is c e r n m e n t , f a r - s e e i n g  I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  and a l l -  

em b racin g  k n ow led ge*  I t  i s  m agnanim ous, g e n e r o u s ,  b e n ig n ,  

and m ild ;  i t  i s  s e l f - a d j u s t e d ,  g r a v e ,  c o r r e c t ,  and t r u e  t o

th e  mean; i t  i s  a c c o m p lis h e d , d i s t i n c t i v e ,  c o n o e n t r a t iv e ,
o

and se a r c h in g * "  4 I t  i s  and ough t to  be th e  g u id e

in  le a r n in g *  T h e r e f o r e ,  a c t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  th e  d i c t a t e s  

o f  th e  i n t u i t i v e  f a c u l t y .

l *  0p« P i t *, p .  860* 2* I b id *, p p . 455 f f .
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T h u s, th e  i n t u i t i v e  f a c u l t y  p r e su p p o s e s  th e  "good 

s e n s e ,"  and th e  i n t u i t i v e  know ledge o f  good  i s  t h e  h ig h e s t  

ty p e  o f  k n ow led ge*  That kn ow led ge i s  th e  kn ow led ge o f  v i r 

t u e s  and d u t i e s ,  b o th  in n a te  t o  th e  mind* I t  ca n n o t be 

a t t a in e d  th ro u g h  e x t e r n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  by  d e v e lo p in g  

th e  i n t u i t i v e  f a c u l t y  t o  th e  u tm o st th ro u g h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

o f  t h in g s  in  o rd er  to  overcom e s e l f i s h n e s s  and r e i n s t a t e  t h e  

r u le  of R eason* The e x te n d in g  o f  t h i s  kn ow ledge i s  th e  

o n ly  c u l t u r e *

A cco rd in g  t o  ^Tang, g en u in e  kn ow led ge i s  c o n d u c t , and  

r e a l  k n ow led ge in c lu d e s  p r a c t i c e *  * Go d o e s  th e  i n t u i t i v e  

kn ow ledge of good depend in  i t s  a p p l ic a t io n  upon o n e 's  sp e e c h  

and o n e 's  body* K now ledge and p r a c t i c e  a re  in s e p a r a b ly  

u n ite d *  T h e ir  s e p a r a t io n  i s  due t o  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  

e x t e r n a l  and i n t e r n a l ,  in  w h ich  th e  o r ig i n a l  n a tu r e  i s  l o s t *  

I t  i s  due t o  s e l f i s h n e s s  and d o e s  n o t r e p r e s e n t  th e  o r ig i n a l  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  b o th  kn ow led ge and p r a c t ic e *  Those who f a i l  t o  

p r a c t i c e  what t h e y  c la im  t o  know, a l s o  f a i l  t o  know* Know

le d g e  w ith o u t  p r a c t i c e  i s  la c k  o f  know led ge*  For t h i s  d i s 

e a s e  $ang a t te m p te d  t o  o f f e r  a  remedy b y  exp ou n d in g  h i s  f a -
2

mous d o c t r in e  o f  th e  I d e n t i t y  o f  kn ow led ge and c o n d u o ti

S in c e  in  s tu d y  and in q u ir y  p r e s e n t -d a y  
men d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e en  k n ow led ge and p r a c -
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t i o e ,  t h e y  do n o t c h e ck  t h e i r  d e b a se d  th o u g h ts  
w hioh have n o t b e e n  e x p r e s s e d  in  a c t i o n .
When I s a y  t h a t  k n ow led ge and p r a c t i c e  a r e  
o n e , I  w is h  o t h e r s  t o  know th a t  a t  th e  v e r y  
p o in t  a t  v* iich  th o u g h ts  a r e  m a n i f e s t e d ,  t h e r e  
i s  i n c i p i e n t  a c t i o n .  I f  th e  i n c e p t io n  i s  
e v i l ,  th e  e v i l  th o u g h t s h o u ld  be su b d u e d . I t  
i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  g e t  a t  th e  r o o t ,  t o  g o  t o  
th e  b o tto m , and n o t  a l lo w  e v i l  th o u g h ts  t o  
lu r k  in  th e  b r e a s t .  T h is  i s  th e  p u r p o r t  o f  
my d i c t a .

The s e p a r a t io n  o f  kn ow led ge and p r a o t io e  was th u s  r eg a r d e d  

a s th e  so u r c e  o f  c u r r e n t  e v i l ,  th e  b a s i s  o f  a n t i - s o c i a l  co n 

du ct*

T h erefrom  Wang Y ang-m ing p r o c e e d e d  t o  th e  p r o o f  o f

h i s  d o c t r in e  o f  th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  k n ow led ge and c o n d u o t . F i r s t

o f  a l l ,  he a r g ie d  th a t  kn ow ledge and p r a c t i c e  (o r  c o n d u o t)

r e f e r  t o  one and th e  same t a s k *  K now ledge i s  "the c o n d i t io n

in  w h ich  one c l e a r l y  r e c o g n iz e s  and m in u te ly  i n v e s t i g a t e s

the raethodB o f  p ra o t io e}"  p r a c t ic e  i s  "the s t a t e  in  w h ich

k n ow led ge i s  g e n u in e  and t r u e ."  * N e x t ,  he d w e lt  on t h e

p s y c h o lo g ic a l  and m ost Im p o rta n t argum ent a s  w itn e s s e d  i n
2

th e  f o l lo w in g  p a s s a g e :

S e e in g  b e a u ty  i s  a  r e s u l t  o f  k n o w led g e}  
l o v in g  th e  b e a u t i f u l  i s  a  r e s u l t  o f  p r a c 
t i c e .  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  when 
one s e e s  b e a u ty  one a lr e a d y  l o v e s  i t .  I t  
i s  n o t  a  c a s e  o f  d e t e m i n i n g  t o  l o v e  i t  
a f t e r  one s e e s  i t . . .  No one sh o u ld  be d e 
s c r ib e d  a s  u n d e r s ta n d in g  f i l i a l  p i e t y  and

1 .  Op. c i t *. p* 2 8 1 . 2 - I b i d . .  p .  54*



r e s p e c t f u l n e s s ,  u n le s s  he h a s  a c t u a l l y  
p r a c t i c e d  f i l i a l  p i e t y  tow ard h i s  p a r e n t s  
and r e s p e c t  tow ard h i s  e ld e r  b r o th e r *

As t o  t h e i r  te m p o ra l r e l a t i o n ,  h e  s a i d ,  "Knowledge i s  th e  

b e g in n in g  o f  p r a c t i c e ;  d o in g  i s  th e  c o m p le t io n  o f  know ing*" 1 

T hough ts a r e  I n c i p ie n t  a c t s *  K now ledge i s  th e  p u rp o se  to  

a c t ;  p r a c t i c e  im p l ie s  c a r r y in g  out k n ow led ge*  K now ledge  

th u s  n e c e s s a r i l y  l e a d s  to  p r a c t i c e  i f  i t  be t r u e  a t  a l l *

B a s is  o f  S e l f - c u l t i v a t i o n * - -  S in c e  th e  i n t u i t i v e  

k n ow led ge i s  th e  k n ow led ge  o f  v i r t u e s  and d u t i e s ,  e v e r y 

body m ust " ex ten d  th e  i n t u i t i v e  k n ow led ge o f  good t o  th e  
o

u tm o s t ,"  w h ich  i s  th e  b a s i s  o f  s e l f - c u l t i v a t i o n .  I t  i s  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f a l l  m en, and y e t  may be ob scu red  i f  n o t  

d e v e lo p e d *  T h e r e fo r e ,  both  s tu d y  and s e l f - o o n t r o l  m ust 

f o l lo w  th e  le a d  o f i n t u i t i v e  k n ow led ge*  " H u m ility  i s  th e  

fo u n d a t io n  o f  a l l  v i r t u e ;  p r id e  i s  th e  c h i e f  o f  v ic e s * "  ®

The humble p e r so n  a lo n e  w ould  r e f l e c t  upon h im s e l f  and in v e s 

t i g a t e  p r i n c i p l e s  in h e r e n t  in  h i s  m ind; b u t in  s o  d o in g  la c k  

o f  e f f o r t  in v o lv e s  s e l f i s h n e s s  and h in d e r s  p r o g r e s s *  "Get 

r id  o f  human p a s s io n s  and p r e s e r v e  h e a v e n -g iv e n  p r in c ip le s * "  4 

Tfcr so  d o in g  th e  o r i g i n a l  n a tu r e  o f  th e  mind i s  p r e s e r v e d  and  

n o u r ish e d *

To e x p e l  e v i l ,  one o u s t  know th e  c a u se  o f  e v i l ,  w h ich

?ang fou n d  in  t h in g s  e x t e r n a l  t o  th e  body su c h  a s  fame and
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g a in *  The m ind o f  th e  e v i l  man h a s  l o s t  i t s  o r ig i n a l  na

t u r e ,  am id th e  p a s s io n s  s t i r r e d  by e x t e r n a l  t h in g s *  " P lea 

s u r e ,  a n g e r ,  s o r r o w , and j o y  a r e  i n  t h e i r  n a tu r a l  o o n d it io n  

in  t h e  s t a t e  o f  e q u i l ib r iu m  and harmony* As so o n  a s  th e  in 

d iv id u a l  ad d s a  l i t t l e  o f  h i s  own i d e a s ,  h e  o v e r s t e p s  and  

f a i l s  t o  m a in ta in  th e  s t a t e  o f  e q u i l ib r iu m  and harmony*

T h is  im p l ie s  s e l f i s h n e s s * "  And s e l f i s h n e s s  i s  a c q u ir e d  

out o f  lo v e  o f  l u s t ,  lo v e  o f  g a in ,  lo v e  o f  fam e, and th e  

l i k e *  When f r e e  from  th e  o b s o u r a t io n  o f  s e l f i s h  a im s , th e  

mind i s  th e  em bodim ent o f  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  Heaven* The 

p a s s io n  m ust be s u b o r d in a te  t o  th e  w i l l *  S o , m a in ta in  a  

f ir m  w i l l  and d e v o te  you r  e n e r g y  t o  d i s p la y in g  th e  'good  

se n se * "  In  l e a r n in g  we i n v e s t i g a t e  t h in g s  s im p ly  on p u rp ose  

t o  e x te n d  our i n t u i t i v e  k n ow led ge  t o  th e  u tm o st*  "To do

good and e x p e l  e v i l  i s  w hat i s  m eant by i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  
2

th in g s * "  As r e g a r d s  th e  i s s u e s  o f  " e x te n d in g  th e  i n t u i 

t i v e  k n ow led ge  o f  good t o  th e  u tm o s t ,"  Wang Y ang-m lng made 

a  c o n c lu d in g  remark a s  f o l l o w s :

I f  th e  s u p e r io r  men o f  t h i s  w or ld  d e v o te  them 
s e l v e s  t o  d e v e lo p in g  t h e i r  i n t u i t i v e  kn ow ledge  
o f  g o o d , t h e y  w i l l  be a b le  to  be e q u i t a b le  in  
ju d g in g  r ig h t  and w ro n g , and w i l l  h ave  com
mon l i k e s  and d i s l i k e s *  t h e y  w i l l  c o n s id e r  them
s e l v e s  a s  one s t r u c t u r e  w ith  h e a v e n , e a r t h ,  and  
a l l  t h in g s *  Then i t  w i l l  be I m p o s s ib le  t o  s e e

1*
3*

2 .  I b id . ,  p .  1 9 7 .
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All-under-Heaven (to  be more ex a c t, the 
a sp ire ) governed unwisely*

S e lf -o u lt iv a t i  on i s  antecedent to  greup-paol f lo a t  io n . Suoh 

i s  a dictum ty p ic a l of orthodox C on fu oian ists.

C• The H isto r ica l Approach to  P o l i t ic a l  

and Legal Problems—Huang Li-chou

Huang Li-chou impressed by His Community*-- One 

century a fte r  m ng Yang-ming had passed away, a great think

er and w riter was born in to  the school of h is  philosophic  

tra d itio n  who grew up to  so lv e , from the h is to r ic a l  approach, 

p o l i t ic a l  and le g a l problems which he had p r a c t ic a lly  n eg lec t

ed in  h is  speculation* This was Huang Li-ohou 1 (1610- 

1695), bora of a mandarin fam ily  of d istin gu ish ed  scholar

ship* mihlle serving in  the government as an in sp ectin g  

oensor, h is  upright-minded fa th er  in  1625 bravely impeached 

the rampant eunuch mil Tmmg-hsien, only to  d ie  imprisoned 

in  the fo llow in g  year a t the in s t ig a t io n  o f the la t t e r ,  # 1 0  

was f in a l ly  executed towards the end o f the same year* Two 

years la te r  (1628), li-o h o u , then sca rce ly  n ineteen  years 

o ld , went up to  the c a p ita l Peking and memorialized to  Em

peror Chung-oheng (1628-1644)—namely, Huai Tsung of the Ming 

dynasty (1368-1661)—an appeal fo r  ju s t ic e  to  r ig h t the

1* His or ig in a l name was Tsung-hsi\ Li-ohou was h is  s ty le
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w rongs don e to  h i s  d e p a r te d  f a t h e r *

A f t e r  r e tu r n in g  home a t  Yttyao ( in  C h ek ian g  P r o v in c e ) ,  

he s e r v e d  h i s  a g e d  m other w ith  f i l i a l  d e v o t io n  w h ile  h im s e l f  

d e v o te d  t o  s t u d i e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n der L iu  H i e n - t ' a i  (1 5 7 8 -  

1 6 4 5 )*  In  th e  y e a r  1644  when he h ea rd  o f  th e  f a l l  o f  P e k in g  

b e fo r e  th e  Manohu in v a d e r s ,  w ith  l i i s  m a ste r  he r e c r u i t e d  a  

band o f  l o y a l  v o lu n t e e r s  t o  r e s i s t  th e  Manohus th e n  p u sh in g  

down tow ard  S ou th  China* J u s t  a s  he had v e n tu r e d  t o  a v e n g e  

h i s  f a t h e r  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  h e  now r eg a r d e d  i t  as h i s  r ig h t  

and d u ty  t o  r i s k  h i s  l i f e  t o  d e fe n d  th e  H ouse o f  M ing, gred>» 

in g  P r in c e  Lu w ith  h u n d red s o f f o l lo w e r s  in  th e  f o l lo w in g  

y ea r*  Four y e a r s  l a t e r  (1 6 4 9 )  he was s e n t  to  Japan on pur

p o s e  to  a sk  th e  J ap an ese  f o r  h e lp  in  th e  C h in ese  n a t io n a l  

cam paign  a g a i n s t  th e  Manchus* I y e m its u ,  th e  t h ir d  m i l i t a r y  

d i c t a t o r  o f  th e  Tokugawa Shogun ate in  Jap an , d ared  n o t  a c 

c e p t  th e  r e q u e s t  b e c a u se  o f  th e  f e a r  l e s t  th e  same n a t io n a l  

c a ta s t r o p h e  m ight f a l l  upon J a p a n , so  t h a t  Huang L i-o h o u  

had t o  s a i l  homeward a s  so o n  a s  he had a r r iv e d  a t  th e

h a r b o r  o f  N a g a sa k i*  The c o n te m p la te d  p la n  h a v in g  come t o

n a u g h t , h i s  homeward v o y a g e  a s  d e s c r ib e d  in  h i s  "C rying fo r
1 2 * Sorrow  beyond  th e  Sea" * and "A sking A rm ies from  Japan"

m e r e ly  i n t e n s i f i e d  h i s  p a t r io t i s m  a l l  th e  more* He c o n t in 

u ed  th e  same a tte m p t t o  o f f e r  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a in s t  th e  Manchus 

b y  a l l  m eans; b u t in  v a in *  At l a s t  he made up h i s  m ind t o

- 5 1 ' Ac 2 . "3 ' t  f - o
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go  home and spend th e  r ; ; s t  o f h i s  l i f e  In  i n s t r u c t i n g  p u p i l s  

and ex p o u n d in g  t e a c h in g s  i n  t h e  hope th a t  th e  o rd er  and u n i t y  

o f  h i s  p e o p le  m igh t be p r e s e r v e d  e v e n  i n  t h e  g o ld e n  days o f  

th e  Manchus and th e  l o s t  c o u n tr y  r e s t o r e d  i n  p o s t e r i t y *  In  

1678  and 1690  he was o f f e r e d  a  h ig h  o f f i c e  b y  Em peror K 'a n g -  

h s i  in  th e  Manchu g o v ern m en t,  b u t t w ic e  he d e c l i n e d  th e  

a p p o in tm e n t•

W hile th e  Manohu I n v a s io n  was d i s t r e s s i n g  C h in ese  

p a t r i o t s ,  C h in e se  s c h o la r s  who r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  any o f f i 

c i a l  o f f e r  c o n t in u e d  d i s p l a y in g  th e  bloom  o f  t h e i r  k n ow led ge  

and a b i l i t y *  In r e a c t i o n  to  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  m e ta p h y s ic s  o f  

Sung and Ming t h i n k e r s ,  th e  “d e m o n s tr a t iv e  m eth od o logy"  o f  

m a t e r ia l  s e l e c t i o n  and h i s t o r i c  c r i t i c i s m  a r o s e  d u r in g  t h i s  

p e r io d  o f  n a t io n a l  c r i s e s *  The b e s t  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  o f  t h i s  

s c h o o l  was Eu T in g - 1 in  ( 1 6 1 3 - 1 6 8 2 ) ,  w ho, in  o p p o s i t io n  t o  

Wang Y an g-m in g , argu ed  th a t  w h ile  th e  a n c ie n t  S o h o o l o f  

P ure S p eech  had sp o k en  o f  Lao Tzu and Chuang T zu , th e  m odern  

S o h o o l o f  P ure 3p eeoh  was t a l k i n g  on C o n fu c iu s  and M en c iu s , 

and th a t  th e  l a t t e r  w i t n e s s e d  th e  d e c l i n e  o f  th e  M iddle  

Kingdom J u s t  a s  th e  fo rm er  had h a s te n e d  th e  f a l l  o f  th e  

T s ln  d y n a sty *  T h erefrom  f o l lo w e d  h i s  t h r e e  e s s e n t i a l s  o f  

l e a r n in g s  d e v e lo p  y o u r  c r e a t i v e  o r i g i n a l i t y ,  s e a r c h  a f t e r  

e v id e n c e s ,  and e x h a u s t  i t s  p r a c t i c a b i l i t y *

W hile a  s u b j e c t i v e  i d e a l i s t  o f  W ang's t r a d i t i o n ,

Huang L i-o h o u , l i k e  h i s  g r e a t  o on tem p o ra ry  Ku T i n g - l i n g ,  em

p h a s iz e d  th e  p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  o f  a l l  k n ow led ge  and th o u g h t  in
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le a r n in g *  I n s t e a d  o f  s p e c u la t in g  on an y  m ore m e ta p h y s ic a l  

p r o b le m s , h e  tu r n e d  t o  p o l i t i c a l  and l e g a l  p rob lem s from  th e  

h i s t o r i c a l  a p p ro a c h . H arin g  k e p t  f i r m ly  in  mind h i s  f a t h e r ' s  

d ic tu m , *A s c h o la r  m ust be w e l l  r e r s e d  in  h i s t o r i c a l  e r e c t s , N 

he made an  i n t e n s i r e ,  s y s t e m a t ic  s tu d y  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

d erelop raen t o f  C h in e se  th o u g h t and c u l t u r e ,  and a s  a  r e s u l t  

w ro te  many works on p r e r io u s  and c u r r e n t  h i s t o r y  su ch  a s

The l i t e r a t u r e  o f  3ung P h i lo s o p h e r s .  * The L it e r a tu r e  o f
o 3

roan  P h i lo s o p h e r s .  The L i t e r a t u r e  o f  M ing P h i lo s o p h e r s .

and su ch *  H arin g  a c q u ir e d  p ro fo u n d  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  

c a u s e s  and e r e n t s  o f  th e  r i s e  and f a l l  o f  th e  r a r io u s  d y n a s

t i e s  in  th e  p a s t ,  he expounded h i s  p o l i t i c a l  and l e g a l
4th o u g h t in  h i s  fam ous I n q u i r i e s  in t o  th e  R u in s o f  M ing. 

w h ich  he w r o te  in  1 6 6 2 , t h e  y e a r  f o l lo w in g  th e  c o m p le te  

c o l l a p s e  o f th e  H ouse o f  M ing. T h is  m a s te r p ie c e  was h i s  

s y s t e m a t ic  d ere lo p m en t o f  M en ciu s' d o c t r i n e s  o f  d em ocracy  

and a n ti-m o n a r c h ism  and was handed down t o  become t h e  s e e d  

o f  r u in  t o  th e  Manohu d y n a s t y .  I t  w as no w onder t h a t  l e a d 

e r s  o f  th e  r e c e n t  an ti-M an oh u  m crem ent in  C hina h a i l e d  i t  

a s  th e  g o s p e l  o f  r e p u b lic a n is m , d i s t r i b u t i n g  th o u sa n d s  o f  

c o p ie s  among th e  C h in ese  m u l t i t u d e s .

H si had em p h a sized  r e a so n  and k n o w led g e , Wang Y ang-m ing i n -

Huang L i-o h o u  in  R e a c t io n  t o  H is  Com m unity. - -  Chu

i .  & z.
4 .
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t u i t i o n  and p r a c t i c e ,  and b o th  had e q u a l ly  e la b o r a te d  th e  

a d a p t iv e  f a c t o r s  o f  c o n d u ct*  As ov er  a g a in s t  su ch  a  back

ground ,  Huang L i-o h o u  tu r n e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  n o rm a tiv e  

f a c t o r s ,  n a m ely , p o l i t i c a l  and l e g a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s *  T h u s, 

i n  h i s  I n q u ir ie s  i n t o  t h e  R u in s o f  M ing h e  d e a l t  w ith  th e  

p rob lem  o f  s o v e r e i g n t y ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l *  H i s t o r i c a l l y  he com

pared  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  m o t iv e s  o f  r u l e r s  from  th e  T hree I)ynas-  

t i e s  upward* The r i s e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  r u le  he d e s c r ib e d  w ith  

th e  f l a v o r  o f  a  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  t h e o r i s t  a s  fou n d  in  th e  

f o l lo w in g  p a s s a g e !  *

In  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  human l i f e ,  e v e r y 
body d id  fo r  h i s  own s a k e j  when th e r e  was 
p u b l ic  g a in  i n  th e  w o r ld , none w ou ld  f u r 
t h e r  i t ;  when th e r e  was p u b l ic  harm , n on e  
would rem ove i t *  M ea n w h ile , th e r e  ap p eared  
some humane p e r s o n , n o t c o n s id e r in g  h i s  own 
p e r s o n a l  g a in  a s  g a in  s o  a s  t o  l e t  th e  w orld  
r e c e i v e  h i s  g a in  and n o t  c o n s id e r in g  h i s  
own p e r s o n a l  harm a s  harm so a s  t o  l e t  th e  
w orld  rem ove h i s  harm* T hus, h i s  d i l i g e n c e  
and in d u s t r y  m u st h ave  b e e n  th o u sa n d s  o f  
t im e s  a s  enorm ous a s  t h a t  o f  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  
w orld *  To h ave  e x e r te d  m y r ia d s  o f  d i l i g e n c e  
and in d u s t r y ,  and y e t  t o  have n o t e n jo y e d  
th e  g a i n ,  m ust have b e e n  what th e  o r d in a r y  
man i n  th e  w o r ld  w ould  n o t  l i k e  t o  b ear****

Such humane p e r s o n s  a s  Y ao , Shun and Y \|, m ust h ave  b een  bene

v o le n t  i n  m o t iv e  w h ile  r e g a r d in g  th e  e l e v a t io n  o f  p u b lio  

w e l l - b e in g  a s  d u ty *  R u le r s  a f t e r  th e  T hree D y n a s t ie s  w ere  

s im p ly  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h e i r  own p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t :  2

1 .  "The O r ig in a l  S o v e r e ig n "  (Jjf, j £ ) ,  i b i d * , (My t r s f l s . ) * .  
2* Loo* o l t *
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R u le r s  o f  men i n  p o s t e r i t y  were d i f 
f e r e n t ,  e a c h  c o n s id e r in g  a l l  p r i v i l e g e s  t o  
c o n c e r n  t h e  g a in  and harm o f  t h e  w orld  a s  
em anationB  from  h im s e l f *  He deemed i t  n o t  
i l l e g i t i m a t e  t o  m o n o p o lis e  i n  M b hand a l l  
th e  g a in  o f  th e  w orld  and a t t r i b u t e  t o  o t h e r s  
a l l  th e  harm o f  th e  w o r ld * • •

Compared w ith  th e  d e m o c r a t ic ,  a l t r u i s t i c  governm ent o f  th e  

a n c ie n t  s a g e - k i n g s ,  t h e  r u le  o f l a t e r  k in g s  was s im p ly  th e  

way o f  s e l f - s e e k i n g  e g o i s t s :  *

In  th e  d a y s  o f  a n t i q u i t y  th e  Em pire was 
th e  h o s t ,  th e  r u l e r  th e  g u e s t*  w h atever en 
t e r p r i s e s  th e  s o v e r e ig n  u n d e r to o k  w ere u n d er
ta k e n  f o r  t h e  sa k e  o f  t h e  Em pire* At p r e s 
e n t ,  th e  r u l e r  i s  th e  h o s t ,  th e  com m unity i s  
th e  g u e s t . . .

I t  i s  b e t t e r  to  have no r u l e r  theui t o  h a v e  a  s e l f - s e e k i n g  

one* The r u le r  who d o e s  n o t  w e l l  r u le  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  harm 

t o  th e  p e o p le ,  who can  g e t  a lo n g  b e t t e r  w ith o u t  any  r u le r  

th a n  w ith  a  s e l f - s e e k i n g  r u le r *  I t  i s  n o t  th e  r ig h t  way 

t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s o v e r e ig n  i f  t h e  p e o p le  do not f in d  him  

r i g h t .  S o v e r e ig n t y ,  h o w ev e r , ca n  b e  f o r f e i t e d .  What Men

c iu s  s a id  i s  r i g h t :  Suoh t y r a n t s  a s  C h leh  and Chow ought

to  be p u n ish e d *

The p e o p le  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  m i n i s t e r s  a lv /a y s r e t a i n  

th e  r ig h t  o f  r e v o l u t i o n — t o  c a l l  t h e  t y r a n t  t o  a c c o u n t*  The 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  f a t h e r  and so n  c a n n o t be a n a lo g iz e d

1* L oc. o i t .
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t o  t h a t  b e tw e e n  s o v e r e ig n  and m i n i s t e r ;  b e c a u se  th e  fo rm er  

i s  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  and p e r m a n e n tly  f i x e d ,  th e  l a t t e r  te m p o ra l  

and s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  c h a n g e . The r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  s o v e r 

e ig n  and m i n i s t e r  t a k e s  th a  Em pire— or to  be m ore e x a c t ,  

th e  o p in io n  o f  t h e  p e o p le — a s  i t s  c r i t e r i o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  

m ere o b e d ie n c e  and s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  a lo n e  do n o t s u f f i c e  t o  

c h a r a c t e r i z e  a  m i n i s t e r ,  a  good and w is e  m in i s t e r :  *

I f  ouch  be th e  c a s e ,  t h e n  s h a t  c a n  be  
c a l l e d  t h e  r i g h t  way o f  th e  m in is t e r ?  I t  
i s  s im p ly  t h i s ,  t h a t ,  a l l  over  th e  E m pire, 
s i n c e  a  s i n g l e  p e r so n  c a n  n o t  s e t t l e  o rd er  
and t h e r e f o r e  h a s  t o  r u le  b y  means o f  th e  
d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o r ,  I a p p ea r  t o  h o ld  an o f -  
f i a e  in  governm ent o n ly  fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  t h e  
Em pire b u t n o t f o r  th e  sa k e  o f  th e  r u le r  him 
s e l f ,  and f o r  th e  sa k e  o f  m yriad s o f  p e o p le  
b u t n o t f o r  th e  sak e o f one su r n a m e ..*

M in is t e r s  w ere o r i g i n a l l y  a t t e n d a n t  n o t on one fa m i ly  but 

on th e  w h o le  E m p ir e . T hey s e r v e d  th e  p e o p le  and n o t th e  

r u l e r  a l o n e .  M in is t e r s  o f  p o s t e r i t y ,  h o w ev er , have b een  

e r r o n e o u s ly  t a l k i n g  on t h e  "G reat C au se11 ® w h ile  " r e g a r d in g  

th e  m i n i s t e r s  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  fo r  t h e  sa k e  o f  the r u l e r  on  

th e  ground  t h a t  *a s t h e  r u l e r  g i v e s  me a  sh a r e  i n  th e  Em

p i r e ,  I  g o v e r n  i t ,  and a s  th e  r u l e r  a s s ig n s  me p e o p le ,  I  

ten d  t o  th em ; '  w h er ea s  i n  r e a l i t y  h e  s im p ly  r e g a r d e d  th e  

p e o p le  a s  th e  c h a t t e l  p e r s o n a l  ; I n  th e  b a g  o f  t h e  r u l e r . "

_ _

1 .  "The O r ig in a l  M in is t e r ,"  l o o ,  o l t .  (.My tr a n s  * ) .  .
A &>* o it»



To su p p o r t  t y r a n t s  l a  t o  p u t th e  S n p ir e  i n t o  d i s o r d e r ,  t o  

p u n is h  t y r a n t s  i s  t o  s e t t l e  th e  Em pire i n t o  order* 1

B e ca u se  t h e  o r d e r  and d is o r d e r  o f  t h e  
E m pire d o e s  n o t l i e  in  th e  r i s e  and f a l l  o f  
a  s i n g l e  surname h u t i n  t h e  j o y  and sorrow  
o f  th e  p e o p le *  T h is  i s  why th e  f a l l  o f  
C hi e h  and Chow was o rd er  and why th e  r i s e  
o f  t h e  H ouse o f  T s f i n  and o f  th e  M ongols 
w as d is o r d e r * * *  The m i n i s t e r ,  who d i s r e 
g a r d s  th e  w e l fa r e  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  e v e n  th o u g h  
he m ig h t he a b le  t o  su p p o r t  th e  r u le r  to  r i s e  
and f o l lo w  th e  r u l e r  to  r u i n ,  i s  nobody e l s e  
but a  r e b e l  a g a in s t  th e  r ig h t  way o f  th e  
m i n i s t e r * . •

T h u s, w h ile  t h e  r u le  o f  a n c ie n t  s a g e - k in g s  i s  t h e  b e s t  ex 

am ple o f  b e n e v o le n t  g o v ern m en t, a n ti-m o n a r ch  ism  m ust be h e ld  

t o  a s  th e  ch eck  to  ty ra n n y *  The g e n e r a l  s e n t im e n t— j  oy  

and so r ro w — o f th e  p e o p le  i s  th e  s o u r c e  and c r i t e r i o n  o f  

l o y a l t y  t o  th e  r u l e r  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  m in is t e r *

Coming t o  th e  prob lem  o f  la w  and l e g a l i t y ,  Huang

L i-o h o u  e la b o r a t e d  p u b l ic  u t i l i t y  a s  th e  c r i t e r i o n ,  and gen 

e r a l  o p in io n  a s th e  s o u r c e ,  o f  l e g a l i t y *  T h u s, in  th e  f o l -

D u rin g  th e  T hree D y n a s t ie s  and upward  
th e r e  was l e g a l i t y ;  s in c e  th e  T hree Dynas
t i e s  downward th e r e  h a s  b een  no l e g a l i t y *
I  s a y  t h i s  b e c a u se  th e  tw o em p erors (Y&o and 
Shun) and t h e  th r e e  k in g s  (Irtl, T'ang and  
W en), know ing t h e  p e o p le  c o u ld  d o t  d i s p e l l s #  
w ith  f o o d ,  a s s ig n e d  them  f i e l d s  f o r  t i l l a g e ;  
k n ow in g  th e  p e o p le  c o u ld  n o t  d i s p e n s e  w ith

lo w in g  p a s s a g e  he w r o te t
2

1 .
2 * e  O r ig in a l  L aw ,1* lo o *  o l t * (Hr t r a n s * ) .
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c l o t h i n g ,  a s s ig n e d  them  la n d  f o r  m u lb er ry  ard 
hemp p l a n t a t i o n s )  know ing th e  p e o p le  c o u ld  
n e t  d is p e n s e  w ith  m o r a ls , b u i l t  so h o o lB  f o r  
th em , ta u g h t  them  t h e  cerem ony o f  m a rr ia g e  
s o  a s  t o  p r e r e n t  d i s o r d e r ,  and im p osed  upon  
them  t a x e s  and m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  so  a s  t o  
p r e v e n t  r e b e l l i o n *  Such w ere t h e  la w s  d u r in g  
th e  T h ree  D y n a s t ie s  and upw ard, w h ich  n e v e r  
r e s t e d  u p on  any p e r s o n a l  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  a t  
a l l .

On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  r u l e r s  in  p o s t e r i t y ,  a f t e r  h a v in g  a c q u ir e d  

th e  E m p ire , and f e a r i n g  l e s t  t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n ts  m ig h t n o t  

be a b le  t o  p r e s e r v e  im p e r ia l  sw a y , e s t a b l i s h e d  s o  many la w s  

w h ich  were in  r e a l i t y  n o th in g  b u t th e  la w s  o f  a  s i n g l e  fam 

i l y  and n o t t h e  la w s  o f th e  w h ole  E m p ire . F or i n s t a n c e ,  

th e  T s ’ in  d y n a s ty  e s t a b l i s h e d  la w s  f o r  t h e  a b o lish m e n t  o f  

f e u d a lis m )  t h e  Han d y n a s ty  p rom u lga ted  new la w s  f o r  th e  d i s 

t r i b u t i o n  o f  fe u d s  among th e  r o y a l  s e e d ;  and t h e  Sung d y 

n a s t y  e la b o r a t e d  s t i l l  new er la w s f o r  t h e  s u p p r e s s io n  and 

e l im in a t io n  o f  m i l i t a r is m *  But a l l  su ch  la w s a r e  n o t  " le 

g a l  la v /a . ' 1 " L egal la w s"  * a r e  b a se d  on p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  and
a

g e n e r a l  o p in io n ,  " i l l e g a l  la w s"  on p r iv a t e  e x p e d ie n c y  and  

p e r s o n a l  a m b it io n .

The g o v e r n o r , b e f o r e  h e  s t a r t s  t o  r e g u la t e  th e  p eo

p l e  b y  la w s ,  m ust r e g u la t e  la w s b e fo r e h a n d . " I t  i s  o n ly

a f t e r  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  r e g u la t e d  la w s t h a t  th e r e  can  b e  r e g u -
«

l a t e d  p e o p le ."  He who b in d s  t h e  p e o p le  w ith  " i l l e g a l

1 .  a .  $  3 .  Op. o l t .
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la w s"  ca n n o t h e lp  a lw a y s  f e a r i n g  l e s t  t h a t  i l l e g a l i t y  sh o u ld  

h e su p e r se d e d  b y  l e g a l i t y ,  and s t i l l  f h r t h e r  b y  m o r a l i t y .

The suprem e a u t h o r i t y  b ack  o f  l e g a l i t y  i s  th e  m ora l s e n s e  i n 

h e r e n t  i n  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l • T h u s , Huang L i-o h o u  n o t  o n ly  

j u s t i f i e d  th e  r ig h t  o f  r e v o l u t i o n  on b o th  m oral and l e g a l  

b a s e s ,  but a l s o  s u b o r d in a te d  l e g a l i t y  t o  m o r a l i t y -

I}* The B i o lo g i o a l  A pproach t o  t h e  P roblem  

o f  R ig h t A g a in s t  M igh t— Sun Y a t - s e n

S e l f - d e te r m in in g  n a t io n a l i s m  v e r s u s  T e r r ito r y -h u n g r y  

I m p e r ia l is m - —  Huang L i-c h o u  had sow ed th e  s e e d ,  Sun Y a t-  

s e n  (1 8 6 6 -1 9 2 5 )  r ea p ed  th e  f r u i t -  The form er  who w it n e s s e d  

th e  Manchus com ing up t o  th e  C h in e se  t h r o n e ,  a tte m p te d  t o  

r e s i s t  a g a in s t  th e  “b a r b a r ia n  in v a d e r s"  b u t f a i l e d -  The 

l a t t e r  su c c e e d e d  in  r e v o l t i n g  a g a in s t  th e  M anchus and c a u se d  

th e  l a s t  " b arb arian  m onarch* t o  b e  d r iv e n  ou t from  t h e  

C h in e s e  th r o n e -  I t  w as b y  Sun Y a t - s e n  t h a t  th e  C h in ese  

R e p u b lic  was fo u n d ed  and i t  was in  h i s  s o c i a l  t e a c h in g s  and 

p o l i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  th a t  E a s te r n  and W estern  id e a s  f i r s t  

m et in  a  v e r y  harm oniou s an d  i n t e r e s t i n g  w a y .

N ot o n ly  i n  h i s  l i f e  and work b u t  a l s o  in  h i s  s y s 

tem  o f  th o u g h t  Sun Y a t - s e n  expounded  a  s e r i e s  o f  s t r u g g l e s  

b etw een  R ig h t  and M lg i t f  a  lo n g  f i g h t  b e tw e e n  n a t io n a l is m  

and I m p e r ia l is m , t r u e  and f a l s e  c o s m o p o li ta n is m , m o ra lism  

and d e s p o t is m , o u l t u r a l is m  and o b s c u r a n t is m -  Born o f  a
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hum ble p e a sa n t  f a m i ly  i n  a  l i t t l e  T i l l a g e  n e a r  H sia n g sh a n  

i n  th e  p r o v in c e  o f  K wangtung, one o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r  p r o v in c e s  

i n  Sou th  C h in a  w here th e r e  had b e e n  much o lo e e  c o n t a c t  w it h  

f o r e i g n e r s ,  Sun Y a t - s e n  r e c e iv e d  in  h i s  e a r l y  boyhood a  

th o r o u g h  t r a i n in g  in  C h in ese  C l a s s i c s  a t  th e  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l*  

He w ent t o  H o n o lu lu , H a w a ii, when ab ou t t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  o l d ,  

and th e r e  he c o m p le te d  h i s  h ig h  s c h o o l  c o u r se *  In  b o th  

C^ueen's C o l l e g e ,  H ongkong, and th e  Hongkong M ed ica l C o l l e g e ,  

w h ich  he a t t e n d e d  a f t e r  he r e tu r n e d  t o  C h in a , he a c q u ir e d  

s o l i d  k n ow led ge  o f  W estern  s c i e n c e ,  and f i n i s h e d  h i s  m e d ic a l  

t r a i n i n g  In  1892* W ith  p ro fo u n d  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  b i o l o g i c a l  

and m e d ic a l s c i e n c e s ,  he s t a r t e d  h iB  c a r e e r  a s  a  m ed ica l  

d o c t o r ,  b u t grew  o n ly  t o  becom e a  s o c i a l  p h y s io ia n  t o  th e  

C h in e se  p e o p le  and a  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  o f  r a r e  s c h o l a r ly  a t 

ta in m e n ts*

I t  was from  th e  y e a r  1 8 8 5 , th a t  i s ,  from  th e  tim e  

o f  th e  d e f e a t  i n  t h e  war o f  C hina w ith  P r a n c e , t h a t  he made 

up h i s  m ind f i r m ly  t o  a im  a t  th e  o v erth ro w  o f  th e  Manohu 

d y n a s ty  and fo u n d  & C h in ese  R e p u b lie  i n  i t s  p la c e *  The 

f i r s t  a t te m p t  a t  r e v o l t  w h ich  he had p l o t t e d  d u r in g  th e  

S ln o -J a p a n e se  Iter (1 8 9 4 -1 8 9 5 )  was s u p p r e s s e d  b y  th e  l o c a l  

Manchu govern m en t in  C anton i n  S ep tem b er, 1895* F o llo w in g  

t h i s  f a i l u r e ,  he to o k  a  lo n g  t r i p  a b r o a d , e n l i s t i n g  C h in ese  

e n t h u s i a s t s  r e s id e n t  or  s tu d y in g  i n  J a p a n , A m erica  and  

Europe* In  a d d i t io n  t o  t h e  tw o P r i n c ip l e s  o f  N a t io n a lis m  

and D em ocracy w h ic h  he had e la b o r a te d  lo n g  b e f o r e ,  h e  t o r -



460

m u la te d  t h e  t h i r d  p r in o ip le — th e  P r in c ip le  o f  L iv e l ih o o d —  

w h ile  sp e n d in g  i n  E urope th e  n e x t  fe w  y e a r s  in  th e  s tu d y  

o f th e  p o l i t i c a l  and econ om ic  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  

he v i s i t e d *  A f t e r  a  l i n k  o f  t r i a l s  and e r r o r s  i n  c a u s in g  

a  w h o le s a le  n a t io n a l  r e v o l t  a g a in s t  t h e  M anchus, Sun Y a t-  

s e n  and h i s  com rades s u c c e e d e d  in  fo u n d in g  a  r e p u b l ic  gov

ernm ent u n d er h i s  p r e s id e n c y  in  N anking on th e  New Y e a r 's  

Day o f  1 9 1 2 . The C h in e se  R e v o lu t io n  f o r  him  was n o t  s im p ly  

a  s t r u g g le  w ith  t h e  Manohu reg im e b u t a  p r o c e s s  o f  n a t io n a l  

r e c o n s t r u c t io n  w ith  one en d  in  v ie w ,  " th e e l e v a t i o n  o f  C h ina  

t o  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  freed om  and e q p a l i t y  among th e  n a t io n s * "
i

L ik e  many a  p io n e e r ,  he d ie d  b e fo r e  h i s  o h e r is h e d  hope was 

c o m p le t e ly  r e a l i z e d ,  o n ly  l e a v i n g  h i s  com rades from  h i s  

d e a th -b e d  w ith  h i s  u n a c c o m p lish e d  w i l l  t o  be c a r r ie d  o u t a s  

f o i lo w e  t *

For f o r t y  y e a r s  I  h ave  d e v o te d  m y s e lf  
t o  th e  c a u s e  o f  th e  p e o p l e ' s  r e v o l u t i o n  w ith  
bu t one en d  in  v ie w ,  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  C h ina  
t o  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  fre ed o m  and e q u a l i t y  among 
th e  n a t i o n s .  My e x p e r ie n c e s  d u r in g  t h e s e  
f o r t y  y e a r s  have f i r m ly  c o n v in c e d  me t h a t  t o  
a t t a i n  t h i s  g o a l  we m ust b r in g  a b o u t a  t h o r 
ough aw ak en in g  o f  ou r  own p e o p le  and a l l y  
o u r s e lv e s  w ith  t h o s e  p e o p le s  o f  th e  w o r ld  
who t r e a t  u s  on th e  b a s iB  o f  e q u a l i t y ,  and 
c o o p e r a te  i n  a  co o n  on s t r u g g l e .

The work o f  t h e  R e v o lu t io n  i s  n o t  y e t  
d o n e . L e t  a l l  our com rades f o l lo w  my " P la n s  
f o r  N a t io n a l  R e c o n s tr u c t  i o n ,  * 11 F un dam en ta ls

1 .  A dopted  from  P . W. P r i c e ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n  w ith  s l i g h t  v a r 
i a t i o n s .



o f  n a t io n a l  R e c o n s t r u c t io n ,*  "Three P r i n c i 
p l e s  o f  th e  P e o p le ,*  and t h e  " M an ifesto"  
i s s u e d  b y  th e  F i r s t  n a t io n a l  C o n v en tio n  o f  
our P a r t y ,  and s t r i v e  on e a r n e s t l y  f o r  t h e i r  
con su m m ation . Above a l l ,  cur r e o e n t  d e c l a r 
a t i o n s  i n  fa v o r  o f th e  c o n v o c a t io n  o f  a  n a t 
i o n a l  C o n v en tio n  and th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  u n eq u a l  
t r e a t i e s  Should  be c a r r ie d  in t o  e f f e c t  w ith  
th e  l e a s t  p o s s i b l e  d e l a y .  T h is  i s  my h e a r t 
f e l t  c h a r g e  t o  y o u .

H is  w i l l  th u s  c o n c i s e l y  sums up h i s  l i f e  work a s  w e l l  a s  

i t s  end and m o t iv e .

H is  d o c t r in e  o f  E ig h t  a g a in s t  M ight i s  o l e a r l y  s e t  

f o r t h  i n  h i s  T h ree P r i n c ip l e s  o f  th e  P e o p le .  1 and p a r t i c u 

l a r l y  in  h i s  P r in c ip le  o f  n a t io n a l i s m .  To t h i s  prob lem  o f  

R ig h t a g a in s t  M igh t— s a y ,  o f  m o r a l i t y  a g a i n s t  l e g a l i t y —  

he to o k  th e  b i o l o g i c a l  a p p ro a ch  w h ich  was th e  n a t u r a l  o u t

come o f  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  b ack grou n d  and p e r s o n a l  c a r e e r .
p

T h e r e fo r e ,  i n  h i s  P la n s  fo r  H a t lo n a l R e c o n s tr u c t io n  

Q .9 1 8 ),h e  s t a r t e d  from  h i s  i r r e s i s t i b l e  argum ent t h a t ,  o i o -  

1 o g l e a l l y  B p ea k in g , k n ow led ge f o l lo w s  n o t io n  and i s  t h e r e 

f o r e  d i f f i c u l t  w h ile  a c t i o n  i s  e a s y .  The la w  o f  e v o lu t io n  

u n d e r l i e s  th e  w o r ld - h is t o r y  o f  m an k in d . The p r i n o l p l e s  o f  

h e r e d i t y ,  a d a p t a t io n ,  n a t u r a l  s e l e c t i o n ,  s t r u g g le  f o r  e x i s 

t e n c e ,  and s u c h ,  a lw a y s work i n  human o r g a n ism s a s  w e l l  a s

1 .  The n a t io n a l i s m .  D em ocracy, and L iv e l ih o o d ,  o f  t h e  
P e o p le .

2 .  The t h r e e  p la n s  f o r  n a t io n a l  r e c o n s t r u c t io n  a r e  P sy 
c h o lo g ic a l  R e c o n s t r u c t io n .  M a te r ia l  R e c o n s t r u c t io n ,  and  
d o o la l  R e c o n s t r u c t io n .
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i n  o th e r  c r e a t u r e s *  I n  th e  I l ^ i t  o f  t h e s e  b i o l o g i c a l  p r in 

c i p l e s  th e  p r e s e n t - d a y  C h in ese  a r e  in  a v e r y  p e r i l o u s  p o s i 

t i o n  " b eca u se  o f  t h r e e  d e s t r u c t i v e  f o r c e s — grow th  o f  o th e r  

p o p u la t io n s *  a l i e n ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and econ om ic d o m in a tio n ."  1 

I f  th e  C h in e se  p e o p le  e x p e c t  t o  s u r v iv e  a t  a l l ,  th e y  m ust 

s t r u g g le  f o r  e x i s t e n c e  a t  a l l  h a z a r d s .  In  t h e i r  s t r u g g le  

f o r  e x i s t e n c e  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h r e e  p r e s s in g  

p ro b lem s i s  o f th e  m ost u r g e n t  n e e d .

T h ere  1b f i r s t  o f  a l l  t h e  p o p u la t io n  p r o b le m . In  

o th e r  c o u n t r ie s  p o p u la t io n  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  r a p i d l y  in c r e a s in g  

in  th e  p a s t  c e n tu r y  b u t n o t  s o  in  C h in a . To p r e s e r v e  th e  

r a ce  in c r e a s e  o f  p o p u la t io n  i s  n e e d e d . The se c o n d  i s  th e  

problem  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e c l in a t io n .  D u ring  th e  p a s t  c e n tu r y  

th e  d ip lo m a t ic  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  C h in e se  h as b een  b u t a  r e c o r d  

o f  r e p a r a t io n s ,  t e r r i t o r i a l  c e s s i o n s ,  and c o n c lu s io n s  o f  un

e q u a l t r e a t i e s  w ith  th e  P ow ers on a c c o u n t  o f  h e r  own incom 

p e t e n t  p o l i t i c a l  and econ om ic f o r c e s .  " A fte r  th e  C h in ese  

R e v o lu t io n ,  th e  P ow ers r e a l i s e d  th a t  i t  w ould  be e x c e e d 

i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d ism em ber C hina by p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e .  A 

C h in a w h ich  had le a r n e d  how t o  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  th e  c o n t r o l  o f

th e  Manchus w ou ld  be su r e  some d ay  t o  op p ose  th e  p o l i t i c a l
2c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  P o w er s ."  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  a r e  u s in g  econ om ic  

p r e s s u r e  a s  th e  m ain w eapon t o  keep  th e  C h in e se  down;$nd worse

1*  P r i n c ip l e  o f  N a t io n a l i s m . L e c tu r e  3 ,  p .  7 2 .
2 .  l b l d . .  L eO ture 2 .  p .  3 6 .
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th a n  t h i s * t h e i r  i m p e r i a l i s t i c  c a p i t a l i s m  and m i l i t a r i s m  a r e  

w ork in g  hand i n  hand to  fo rw a rd  t h e i r  g r e e d y  e x p l o i t a t i o n  

p la n s  i n  C h in a . T herefrom  f o l l o w s  th e  r i s e  o f  th e  p ro b 

lem  o f  eoonom io d o m in a t io n , w h ich  i s  more m en acin g  th a n  

th e  o t h e r  tw o p rob lem s*  The t r e a t y  P ow ers h a re  f o r  t e n s  

o f  y e a r s  c o n t r o l l e d  th e  m a ritim e  cu stom s in  C hina and e x 

p l o i t e d  C h in e se  e f f i c i e n t  la b o r  and r i c h  n a tu r a l  r e s o u r o e s  

by e s t a b l i s h i n g  b a n k s , m i l l s ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  c o r p o r a t io n s ,  and 

so  o n , w ith  th e  im m ed iate  r e s u l t  t h a t  th e  o o u n tr y  i s  r e 

du ced  t o  th e  s t a t u s  o f  a  “h y p o -c o lo n y * — a  c o lo n y  o f  th e  

P ow ers— w o rse  th a n  th a t  o f  a  c o lo n y  o f  a  s i n g l e  Power*

Amid a l l  su ch  t h r e a t e n in g  f o r c e s ,  are th e  C h in ese  

f i t  t o  s u r v iv e  in  t h e  s t r u g g le  f o r  e x i s t e n c e  a t  a l l ?  In  

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n  Sun T a t - s e n  h e ld  t h a t  t h e y  h ave  

b een  anyw ay a b le  t o  r e s i s t  n a tu r a l  f o r c e s :  *

Prom a n c ie n t  t i m e s ,  th e  in c r e a s e  and th e  
d e c r e a s e  o f  p o p u la t io n  h a s p la y e d  a  la r g e  
p a r t  In  t h e  r i s e  and f a l l  o f  n a t io n s *  T h is  
i s  due t o  n a t u r a l  s e l e c t i o n *  S ln o e  m ankind  
o f t e n  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a b le  t o  r e s i s t  th e  f o r c e s  
o f  n a tu r a l  s e l e c t i o n ,  many a n c ie n t  and fam 
ou s n a t io n s  h a v e  d is a p p e a r e d  w ith o u t  l e a v i n g  
a  t r a c e *  Our C h in ese  n a t io n  i s  one a l s o  o f  
g r e a t  a n t i q u i t y ,  w ith  fo u r  th o u sa n d  y e a r s  o f  
a u t h e n t ic  h i s t o r y ,  and s o  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  o r  
s i x  th o u sa n d  y e a r s  o f  a c t u a l  e x i s t e n c e *  A l
th ou gh  d u r in g  t h i s  t im e  we h ave  b e e n  p ro fo u n d 
l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  n a tu r a l  f o r o e s ,  y e t  H a tu re  h a s  
n o t o n ly  p e r p e tu a te d  t h e  r a c e  but h a s  made 
u s e x tr e m e ly  p r o l i f i c *

Op * P i t * , p* 29*
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H ow ever, i t  i s  w rong t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  ju B t b e o a u se  th e  C h i

n e s e  h ave  b een  a b le  t o  s u r v iv e  in n u m erab le  d i s a s t e r s  in  th e  

p a s t ,  t h e y  c a n n o t p e r i s h  in  th e  f u t u r e ,  come w hat m ay. " I f  

i t  w ere a  m a tte r  m e r e ly  o f  n a tu r a l  s e l e c t i o n ,  our n a t io n  

m ight s u r v i v e |  b u t e v o lu t io n  on t h i s  e a r t h  d ep en d s n o t  

a lo n e  on n a t u r a l  f o r c e s ,  i t  d ep en d s on a  co m b in a tio n  o f  n a 

t u r a l  and human fo r c e s * "  * Of a l l  man-made f o r c e s  th e  m ost 

im p o r ta n t  a r e  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s  and econ om ic  f o r c e s  v h io h  

work more r a p i d l y  th a n  th e  f o r c e s  o f  n a tu r a l  s e l e c t i o n  and  

can more e a s i l y  e x t i r p a t e  a  g r e a t  r a c e *  "C hina, i f  sh e  w ere  

a f f e c t e d  o n ly  b y  n a t u r a l  s e l e c t i o n ,  m igh t h o ld  t o g e t h e r  an o

th e r  c e n tu r y }  b u t i f  sh e  i s  t o  b e  c ru sh e d  by p o l i t i c a l  and 

econ om ic p o w er , sh e  w i l l  h a r d ly  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s . • •  From now

on th e  C h in ese  p e o p le  w i l l  be f e e l i n g  th e  p r e s s u r e  o f  na~
2

t u r a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and econ om ic  fo r c e s * "

The e x i s t e n c e  o f  C h ina h a s  f o r  d e c a d e s  b een  due t o  

th e  b a la n c e  o f  power among th e  i m p e r i a l i s t s *  T h at h a s  b e e n  

the lu o k y  ch a n ce  C hina h a s  h a d , and y e t  sh e  ca n n o t o o u n t  

on t h a t  ch an ce*  To s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e ,  th e  C h in ese  

m ust f in d  t h e i r  own way th r o u g h  a l l  k in d s  o f  o b s t a c le s *  

"Heaven h e l p s  t h o s e  who h e lp  th e m se lv e s* "  The C h in e se  m ust 

t h e r e f o r e  " d eterm in e  th e m s e lv e s ^ to  s u s t a in  t h e i r  own e x i a -
3

te n o e *  T h u s, Dr* Sun s a id :

1*  p* 30* 2m p* 32*
3 * I b i d * .  L e c tu r e  3 ,  p p .  7 5 -7 6 *
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We oan  overcom e t h e  f o r c e s  o f  n a tu r a l  
s e l e c t i o n s  H eaven ’ s  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  cur fo u r  
hundred  m i l l i o n s  o f  C h in e se  t i l l  now show s  
th a t  I t  h a s  n o t  w a n ted  to  d e s t r o y  u s ;  i f  
C hina p e r i s h e s ,  th e  g u i l t  w i l l  be on our  
own h ea d s and we s h a l l  b e  th e  w o r ld ’ s  g r e a t 
e s t  s in n e r s *  H eaven h a s  p la c e d  g r e a t  r e sp o n 
s i b i l i t y  u p on  u s  C h in e s e )  i f  we do n o t l o v e  
o u r s e l v e s ,  we a r e  r e b e l s  a g a in s t  H eaven*  
C h in a  h a s  come t o  th e  t im e  when e a c h  one o f  
u s h a s  a  g r e a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  s h o u ld e r *
I f  H eaven d o e s  n o t  w ant t o  e l im in a t e  u s ,  i t  
e v e n t u a l ly  w a n ts t o  f u r t h e r  th e  w o r ld ’ s  p ro 
g r e s s *  I f  C hina p e r i s h e s ,  sh e  w i l l  p e r is h  
a t  th e  h an d s o f  th e  G reat P ow ers; t h o s e  
P ow ers w i l l  th u s  be o b s t r u c t in g  th e  w o r ld ’ s  
p r o g r e s s *

To t h e  C h in e s e  th e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e  from  now on d o e s  

n o t s o  much mean a  f i g h t  o f  mankind a g a i n s t  n a tu r a l  f o r c e s  

a s  a  f i g h t  o f  ’’s e l f - d e t e r m i n i n g ” n a t i o n a l i s t s  a g a in s t  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  and eoonom io f o r c e s  o f " te r r ito r y -h u n g r y '*  and 

" g o ld -d ig g in g "  im p e r ia lis m *

No i m p e r i a l i s t  w ou ld  a l lo w  th e  chance o f  s e l f - d e 

t e r m in a t io n  t o  o th e r s *  For im p e r ia lis m  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  " th e  

p o l i c y  o f  a g g r e s s io n  upon  o th e r  c o u n t r ie s  b y  means o f  p o l i 

t i c a l  f o r c e • " 1 The E uropean War w as a  d i r e c t  i s s u e  o f  co n 

f l i c t s  i n  I n t e r e s t  among th e  m u tu a lly  j e a l o u s  i m p e r i a l i s t s *  

D uring th e  war th e  b e a u t i f u l  p h r a s e ,  " s e l f - d e t e r m in a t io n  

o f  p e o p le s "  was b r o a d c a s t  b y  P r e s id e n t  W ilso n  o f  th e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s  and was w arm ly r e c e iv e d  ev ery w h ere*  "B ecause Germany 

was s t r i v i n g  b y  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  t o  c r u sh  th e  p e o p le s  o f  th e

1* Op* o l t * . L ecture 4 ,  p* 79*
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E uropean E n te n t e ,  W ilso n  p r o p o se d  d e s t r o y in g  Germany1 s  

pcwrer and g i v in g  autonom y h e n c e fo r th  t o  t h e  w eaker and 

s m a l le r  p e o p l e s . w 1 H ea r in g  him  sa y  th e  w ar a g a in s t  Ger- 

many w as f o r  th e  freed om  o f  t h e  weak and  s m a ll  p e o p l e s ,  

p e o p le s  o f  I n d ia ,  Annam, P o la n d , C z e o h o -S lo v a k ia , e t c * ,  

g l a d l y  g a v e  a id  t o  th e  A l l i e s .  The m ost im p o rta n t among 

W ils o n 's  f o u r t e e n  p o i n t s  was t h a t  e a c h  p e o p le  sh o u ld  h ave  

th e  r ig h t  o f  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  The r e s u l t  o f  th e  P ea ce  

C o n fe r e n c e , h o w ev e r , b e tr a y e d  a l l  th e  h o p e s  lo n g - c h e r i s h e d  

b y  th e  w e a k e r , s m a l le r  n a t io n s *  ®

When v i c t o r y  and d e f e a t  s t i l l  hung in  
th e  b a la n c e ,  E n glan d  and P ran ce h e a r t i l y  
e n d o r se d  t h e s e  p o i n t s ,  b u t when v i o t o r y  was 
won and th e  P ea ce  C o n fer en ce  w as op en ed , 
E n g la n d , F r a n c e , and I t a l y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
W ils o n 's  p r o p o s a l  o f  freed om  f o r  n a t io n s  
c o n f l i c t e d  t o o  s e r i o u s l y  w ith  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  ijn p e r ia lie m ;  s o ,  d u r in g  th e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  
t h e y  u s e d  a l l  k in d s  o f  m eth ods t o  e x p la in  
away W ils o n 's  p r i n c i p l e s .  The r e s u l t  wa- 
a  p e a c e  t r e a t y  w it h  m ost u n j u s t  t e r m s | th e  
w e a k e r , s m a l le r  n a t io n s  n o t  o n ly  d id  n o t  
s e c u r e  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and freed o m  b u t  
fou n d  th e m s e lv e s  u n d er an o p p r e s s io n  more 
t e r r i b l e  th a n  b e f o r e .

A f t e r  t h e  P e a c e  C o n fe r e n c e  a d jo u r n e d , t h o s e  o p p r e s s e d  p eo 

p l e s  y e a r n in g  a f t e r  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  saw "how c o m p le t e ly  

th e y  had b e e n  d e c e iv e d  b y  th e  G reat P ow ers' a d v o c a c y  o f  s e l f -  

d e te r m in a t io n  and b eg a n  in d e p e n d e n t ly  and s e p a r a t e l y  t o



-  457 -

o a r r y  o u t th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  * s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  p e o p le s* * "  *

To t h e  d is a p p o in tm e n t  o f  t h e  tw e lv e  hundred f i f t y

m i l l i o n  o p p r e ss e d  p e o p le s  i n  th e  w o r ld , th e  e f f e c t  o f  th e

G reat War was m e r e ly  th e  o v er th ro w  o f  one im p e r ia lis m  b y

a n o th e r )  s h a t  s u r v iv e d  was s t i l l  im p e r ia lis m *  "Many y e a r s

o f  f i e r c e  w a r fa r e  had n o t b een  a b le  t o  d e s t r o y  im p e r ia lis m

b e c a u se  t h i s  war was a  c o n f l i c t  o f  im p e r ia l is m s  b e tw een

s t a t e s ,  n o t  a  s t r u g g l e  b e tw een  s a v a g e r y  and c i v i l i z a t i o n  or
2b etw een  M ight and R ig h t •" l h a t  w i l l  be th e  n e x t  g r e a t

3
war? In  an sw er t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n ,  Sun Y a t-s e n  sa id *

As I s tu d y  f o r c e s  in  h i s t o r y  and f o r e 
s e e  th e  t e n d e n c ie s  o f th e  f u t u r e ,  I  am con 
v in c e d  th a t  th e r e  w i l l  be m ore in t e r n a t io n a l  
c o n f l i c t s *  But t h e s e  w i l l  n o t  a r i s e  b e tw een  
tw o d i f f e r e n t  r a c e s ;  th e  w ars w i l l  be w ith 
i n  r a c e s *  The w h ite  r a c e s  w i l l  d i v i d e  and  
th e  y e l lo w  r a c e s  w i l l  d iv id e  in t o  a  c l a s s  
war o f  th e  o p p r e ss e d  a g a i n s t  t y r a n t s ,  o f  
R ig h t a g a in s t  M ight*

The war o f  th e  f u t u r e  w i l l  be b e tw een  M ight and R ig h t ,  b e 

tw e en  b r u t a l  l e g a l i t y  and humane m o r a l i ty *  "Throughout th e  

w orld  w h it e  and y e l lo w  d e fe n d e r s  o f  R ig h t w i l l  u n i t e  a g a in s t
4

w h ite  and y e l lo w  d e fe n d e r s  o f M ight*"  T h u s, t h e  Germans—  

on ce a d v o c a t e s  o f  M ight w h ile  t h e y  w ere o p p r e s s in g  o t h e r s —  

now adays n a t u r a l l y  s i d e  w ith  th e  cham pions o f  R ig h t*  More

o v e r , w h i le  th e  G reat vsar was g o in g  on , th e r e  b ro k e  ou t th e  

R u ss ia n  R e v o lu t io n  w ith  H io o la s  L en in  a s  l e a d e r  a d v o c a t in g

1* ftp * o f t ** p* 8 4 *  2* I b id  *
3*  1 o l d ** L e c tu r e  1 ,  p* 1 8 .  4* I b i d * , p .  20*



s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  f o r  th e  o p p r e ss e d  p e o p le s  and la u n c h in g  

a  cam paign  f o r  them  a g a in s t  i n j u s t i c e *

The i n t e r n a t io n a l  c o n f l i o t  in  th e  f u t u r e  w i l l  n a t 

u r a l l y  l i e  b e tw een  n a t io n a l i s m  and im p e r ia lis m *  B eca u se  on 

th e  p a r t  o f  th e  C h in e s e , f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e y  w i l l  r e s i s t  a  

f o r e i g n  pow er in  tw o  ways * P o s i t i v e l y ,  t h e y  w i l l  a r o u se  a  

n a t io n a l  s p i r i t ,  s e e k in g  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  th e  p rob lem s o f  d e 

m ocracy  and l i v e l i h o o d ;  n e g a t i v e l y ,  t h e y  w i l l  a d v o c a te  n on -  

c o o p e r a t io n  and p a s s iv e  r e s i s t a n c e  i n  o rd er  t h a t  f o r e ig n  

i m p e r i a l i s t i c  a c t i v i t y  may be th e r e b y  w eak en ed , t h e  n a t io n a l  

s ta n d in g  o f C hina d e fe n d e d , and n a t io n a l  d e s t r u c t io n  a v e r t -

Upon th e  r e v i v a l  o f  n a t io n a l i s m  th e  fu t u r e  p r o s p e r i 

t y  o f  th e  C h in e se  n a t io n  r e s t s  more th a n  upon a n y th in g  e l s e *  

For n a t io n a l is m  i s  " th a t p r e c io u s  p o s s e s s io n  b y  w h ich  human-
p

i t y  m a in ta in s  i t s  e x is t e n c e * "  *' I t  i s  th e  d o c t r in e  o f

" n a t io n a l  c la n - is m "  t h a t  a  s i n g l e  s t a t e  m ust be form ed ou t

o f  a  s i n g l e  r a c e *  "A group u n i t e d  and d e v e lo p e d  in  th e  way

o f  H lg h t ,  by f o r c e s  o f  n a t u r e ,  i s  a  r a c e ;  a  grou p  u n it e d  and

d e v e lo p e d  b y  th e  way o f  M ig h t, b y  human f o r c e s ,  i s  a  s t a t e *

T h is ,  t h e n ,  i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  a  r a c e  or  n a t i o n a l i t y  
4

and a  s t a t e * *  A s t a t e  l i k e  C hina d e v e lo p e d  o u t o f  a  s i n g l e  

r a c e  I s  due to  n a tu r a l  f o r c e s  in c lu d in g  common b lo o d ,  l l v e -

1* Op * c l t * . L e c tu r e  5 ,  p .  121*  . .
2* r a i l . .  L e c tu r e  3 ,  p .  7 0 .  3* ^  W *
4 .  T b U *. L ecture 1 ,  p» 8*
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l i h o o d ,  la n g u a g e , r e l i g i o n ,  custom  and h a b it - - w h ic h  a r e  

p r o d u c ts  n o t  o f m i l i t a r y  o c c u p a t io n  b u t o f  n a tu r a l  e v o lu -  

t i o n .  The way i t  d e v e lo p s  i s  " the way o f  R i^ h t* ” Con

t r a r y  t o  t h i s ,  a  s t a t e  l i k e  th e  P ow ers com posed o f  d i f 

f e r e n t  r a c e s  and n a t i o n a l i t i e s  i s  due t o  armed f o r c e *  I t s
2

way i s  " the way o f M ight*" The fo rm er  s t a n d s  f o r  s e l f -  

d e te r m in in g  n a t io n a l i s m s  th e  l a t t e r  f o r  t e r r i t o r y - h u n g r y  

im p e r ia lis m *  T h e ir  d i f f e r e n c e  form s th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  o f  

M ight and R ig h t*

The P r i n c ip l e  o f  N a t io n a lis m  i s  th e  p r im ary  one 

among th e  T hree P r i n c ip l e s  o f  th e  P e o p le  w h ich  a s  Dr* Sun 

b e l i e v e s  w i l l  e l e v a t e  C hina t o  an e q u a l p o s i t i o n  among th e  

n a t i o n s ,  i n  i n t e r n a t io n a l  a f f a i r s ,  in  g o v ern m en t, and in  

econ om ic  l i f e *  A p r i n c i p l e ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  h im , i s  "an id e a ,
3

a  f a i t h ,  and a  pow er*" "When men b e g in  to  s tu d y  in t o  th e  

h e a r t  o f  a  p r o b le m ,"  he a f f i r m s ,  "an id e a  g e n e r a l ly  d e v e lo p s  

f i r s t ;  a s  th e  id e a  becom es c l e a r e r ,  a  f a i t h  a r i s e s ;  and c u t  

o f  th e  f a i t h  a  pow er i s  b orn *  S o , a  p r i n c ip l e  m ust b e g in  

w ith  an  i d e a ,  t h e  id e a  m ust p rod u ce  a  f a i t h ,  and th e  f a i t h  

i n  tu r n  m ust g iv e  b i r t h  t o  p o w er , b e fo r e  th e  p r i n c ip l e  oan
4

be p e r f e o t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d * "

The P r i n c ip l e  o f  N a t io n a lis m  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  r e s t  

was b orn  o f  Dr* Sun’ s  p r o b le m - s o lv in g  e f f o r t *  The fundam en-

i. 33t- a, Iff *£- .

3 * °P« c l t * . L e c tu r e  1# p .  3 .  4* I b id  * . pp* 3 -4 *
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t a l  way t o  s a v e  C h in a  from  h e r  im m inent r u in  i s  f o r  th e  

C h in e se  f i r s t  t o  a t t a i n  n a t io n a l  u n i t y .  The p r im a ry  s t e p  

i s  th e  r e v i v a l  o f  n a t io n a l i s m  b y  aw ak en in g  th e  m u l t i t u d e s  

t o  s e e  th e  p r e s e n t -d a y  p e r i l o u s  p o s i t i o n - - a l i e n ,  p o l i t i c a l  

and econ om ic  d o m in a tio n  and th e  more r a p id  grow th  o f  popu

l a t i o n  among th e  P ow ers; and by u t i l i z i n g  th e  d e e p -r o o te d  

f a m i ly  and o la n  se n t im e n t  o f  th e  C h in e s e , t h e i r  " n a t iv e -  

p la o e "  f e l l o w - f e e l i n g ,  and o f  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r - r e v e r e n c e .

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  l o y a l t y  t o  th e  f a m i ly  can  b e  e x te n d e d  

th ro u g h  o la n  and l o c a l  l o y a l t y  t o  n a t io n a l  l o y a l t y .

R ea l C o sm o p o lita n ism  v e r s u s  D is g u is e d  I m p e r ia l i s m .- « 

On th e  way to  the r e v i v a l  o f  n a t io n a l i s m  t h e r e  a lw a y s l i e s  

a  g r e a t  o b s t a c l e ,  and t h a t  i s  " d is g u is e d  im p e r ia l is m " - -  

im p e r ia lis m  under th e  d i s g u i s e  o f c o s m o p o lita n is m . R ep u ted  

as "a s h e e t  o f  l o o s e  sa n d ,"  th e  C h in ese  p e o p le  h ave  l o s t  

th e  s p i r i t  o f  n a t io n a l i s m  on a c c o u n t  o f  tw o f a c t o r s — sub

j e c t i o n  t o  a l i e n  r u le  and " d is g u is e d  im p e r ia l is m .*  Ho 

so o n e r  'h a d  t h e  Manchus u su r p e d  th e  C h in ese  th r o n e  th a n  

th e y  b egan  t o  tr a p  a l l  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  in t o  g o v ern m en ta l 

s e r v i c e  u n d er  s t r i c t  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  and on th e  o th e r  hand t h e y  

p r o c la im e d  " c o sm o p o lita n ism .*  To a b a te  th e  r e se n tm e n t on 

th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  C h in e s e , th e  Manohu r u l e r s  a t te m p te d  t o  

c o n v in o e  them  th a t  " the C h in e se  sh o u ld  n o t  o p p o se  Manchu 

r u le  on th e  ground t h a t  Shun was an  e a s t e r n  ’ b a r b a r ia n ' and 

K in g Wen a  w e s te r n  ’b a r b a r ia n , '  and s o  th e  M anchus, a l 

th o u g h  t h e y  were 'b a r b a r ia n , '  m ig h t a l s o  be em p erors o f
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C h in a • " * Up t o  th e  e v e  o f  th e  C h in e se  R e v o lu t io n  i n  1 9 1 1 , 

th e  f a c t  t h a t  many a C h in e se  p r o -m o n a r c h is t  had argu ed  in  

fa v o r  o f  t h e  " v ir tu o u s  Manchu r u l e r s ,"  e v id e n c e s  th e  l o s s  

o f  C h in e se  n a t io n a lis m *  C h in ese  n a t io n a l i s m ,  h o w ev er , d id  

n o t e n t i r e l y  d ie  o u t#  The Ming v e t e r a n s ,  who r e a l i z e d  t h a t  

t h e i r  d ay  was o v e r ,  lo o k e d  out upon s o c i e t y  and c o n c e iv e d  

a  p la n  t o  o r g a n iz e  s e c r e t  r e v o lu t io n a r y  s o c i e t i e s *  U nable  

t o  d epend  upon th e  l i t e r a t i  t o  keep  a l i v e  th e  n a t io n a l  s p i r 

i t ,  th e y  tu r n e d  t o  th e  lo w e r  s t r a t a  o f  s o c i e t y .  I t  was by  

t h e s e  s e c r e t  s o c i e t i e s  th a t  t h e  n a t io n a l  s p i r i t  was v e r 

b a l l y  t r a n s m it t e d *  They a c t u a l l y  c o n t r ib u t e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  

t o  th e  r e c e n t  r e v o l u t i  on ary  raovenent •

Modern young a d v o c a te s  o f  "new c u lt u r e "  in  C h in a  

w ith  a  h a l f - b a k e d  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  i t  su p p o r te d  "•cosm op olitan

ism " i n  o p p o s i t io n  t o  n a t io n a l i s m  w h ich  t h e y  condemned a s  n a r 

row and i l l i b e r a l *  T h is  tr e n d  o f  th o u g h t Sun Y a t-s e n  r e g a r d 

ed a s  a  c u r s e  to  th e  r e v i v a l  o f  C h in ese  n a t io n a l i s m .  So 

h e s a i d :  ^

C o sm o p o lita n ism  i s  th e  seme t h in g  a s  
C h in a 1s  t h e o r y  o f  w o r ld  em pire tw o th o u 
sand y e a r s  ago* Vvhen we s tu d y  t h i s  t h e o r y ,  
do we f i n d  i t  good  o r  n o t?  T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  
we m ig h t c a l l  i t  a  good t h e o r y ,  y e t  b e c a u se  
th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c l a s s  i n  C hina h e ld  i t ,  t h e  
M anchus w ere a b le  t o  c r o s s  C h in a 's  f r o n t i e r s  
and t h e  w hole n a t io n  was l e s t  t o  them* K 'an g

Op - o l t . .  L e c tu re  3 ,  p* 60*
2 m t o l d * . L e c tu r e  3 ,  p p .  6 8 -6 9 *  I t a l i c s  m in e .
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H si ( se co n d  Manohu em p eror, 1 6 6 2 -1 7 2 2 ) t a lk e d  
o o am op o l i  ta n  I s m / s a y i n g  t h a t  skun w as an  
e a s t e r n  1 "barbarian , 1 K in g  Wen a  w e s te r n  'b a r 
b a r ia n  , ’ and s in c e  t h e  b a r b a r ia n s  o f  e a s t  
and w e st  c o u ld  beaome em p erors o f  C h in a , 
th e r e  i s  no d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e en  b a r b a r ia n  
and c e l e s t i a l — t h i s  i3  o o sm o p o lita n is m t

One t h in g  p e c u l ia r  t o  th e  v /o r ld - h is t o r y  i s  t h a t  t h o s e  na

t i o n s  c o n q u e r in g  o th e r s  b y  means o f  im p e r ia lis m  and t r y i n g  

t o  m a in ta in  t h e i r  own fa v o r e d  p o s i t i o n s  a s  s o v e r e ig n  lo r d s  

o f th e  w h o le  w o r ld  do a d v o c a te  " co sm o p o lita n ism *  and w ant 

th e  w ronged p e o p le s  t o  j o i n  th em . In  r e c e n t  decadeB  "cos

m o p o lita n ism "  h a s  d e v e lo p e d  in  th e  West o n ly  t o  ca m o u fla g e  

im p e r ia l i s m . " B efo re  Germany w as hemmed i n ,"  s a id  Gun Y a t-  

s e n ,  " sh e t a lk e d  n o t o f  n a t io n a l i s m , b u t a  w o r ld  s t a t e —  

c o s m o p o lita n is m . I s u s p e c t  th a t  Germany to d a y  i s  c e a s in g  

to  p r e a c h  c o sm o p o lita n ism  and i s  t a l k i n g  n a t io n a l is m  a  

b i t t "  * The r e m a in in g  P ow ers v i c t o r i o u s  i n  th e  G reat War 

s in g  p r a i s e s  t o  " c o sm o p o lita n ism ,"  s a y in g  t h a t  n a t io n a l i s m  

i s  t o o  n arrow , s im p ly  b e c a u se  t h e y  want t o  c o n t in u e  o p p re s

s in g  th e  w ea k er , s m a l le r  p e o p le s ;  " r e a l l y  t h e i r  e s p o u s a l  

o f  in t e r n a t io n a l i s m  i s  b u t im p e r ia lis m  and a g g r e s s io n  in  

a n o th er  g u i s e ."  ^

"How we want to  r e v iv e  C h in a’ s  l o s t  n a t io n a l i s m ,"  

s a id  San Y a t - s e n ,  "and u s e  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  our fo u r  hu nd red  

m i l l i o n s  t o  f i g h t  f o r  m ankind a g a in s t  i n j u s t i c e ;  t h i s  i s

0p« c l t . .  p* 75*
2 .  i b i d * , pp. 83—84•
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our d iv in e  m is s io n *  The P ow ers a x e  a f r a id  t h a t  we w i l l  h ave  

su ch  th o u g h t b and a r e  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  a  s p e c io u s  d o c tr in e * "  * 

T h e r e fo r e  t h e y  a r e  now p r e a c h in g  c o sm o p o lita n ism  t o  c o u n te r 

a c t  th e  r e v i v a l  o f  C h in e se  n a t io n a lis m *  But i n  r e a l i t y  

t h e i r  c o s m o p o lita n is m  i s  s im p ly  " d is g u is e d  im p e r ia lis m ."

To d is c a r d  n a t io n a l i s m  and t a l k  c o sm o p o lita n ism  i s  t o  put 

th e  c a r t  b e fo r e  th e  h o r s e ,  be t h a t  c o sm o p o lita n ism  a  r e a l  

o n e . "We c a n n o t d e e id e ,"  s a id  D r. Sun, "w hether an id e a  

i s  good or n o t w ith o u t  s e e in g  i t  in  p r a c t i o e .  I f  th e  id e a

io  o f  p r a c t i c a l  v a lu e  t o  u s  and to  th e  w o r ld , i t  i s  g o o d 5
2

i f  th e  id e a  i s  i n p r a c t i e a l ,  i t  i s  ho  g o o d ."  S ven  th ou gh  

r e a l  c o s m o p o lita n is m  raay be p r a c t i c a l ,  a t  p r e s e n t  i t  i s  n o t
3

so  to  th e  C h in e s e .  T h e r e fo r e  he s a id :

. . .  i t  i s  n o t a  d o c t r in e  w h ich  w ronged r a c e s  
s h o u ld  t a l k  a b o u t . We, th e  w ronged r a c e s ,  
m ust f i r s t  r e c o v e r  our p o s i t i o n  o f  n a t io n a l  
freed om  and e q u a l i t y  b e fo r e  we a r e  f i t  t o  
d i s c u s s  c o s m o p o lita n is m * • •  We m ust under
s ta n d  t h a t  c o sm o p o lita n ism  grow s o u t o f  n a 
t i o n a l i s m ;  i f  we w ant t o  e x te n d  c o s m o p o li
ta n is m , we m ust f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h  s t r o n g ly  our 
own n a t io n a l i s m .  I f  n a t io n a l i s m  c a n n o t be
come s t r o n g ,  c o sm o p o lita n ism  c e r t a i n l y  c a n 
n o t  p r o sp e r #

Prom t h i s  p o in t  o f  v ie w , we can  d e fe n d  and b u i ld  th e  

t r u e  s p i r i t  o f  c o sm o p o lita n ism  o n ly  upon th e  s o l i d  fou n d a

t i o n  o f  n a t io n a lis m *  To su p p o r t  t h i s  t h e o r y ,  D r . Sun r e -

Op* P i t .*  p p . 8 8 -8 9 #  2* I b i d * . L e c tu r e  3 ,  p .  69
3* I o i d . t  L e c tu r e  4 ,  p* 89*
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v e r t e d  t o  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  C o n fu c ia n  d o c t r in e  o f  e e l f - c u l t i 

v a t io n  a s  th e  b a s i s  o f  g r o u p - p a c i f i c a t i o n ,  r e p e a t e d ly  <juot- 

in g  p a s s a g e s  from  C o n fu c ia n  c l a s s i c s *  T h u s, he s a i d ,  "As a  

fo u n d a t io n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  e x p a n s io n , s o  we m ust t a l k  na

t i o n a l i s m  f i r s t  I f  we want t o  t a l k  c o s m o p o lita n is m . *Those  

d e s i r i n g  t o  p a a i f y  th e  w or ld  m ust f i r s t  g o v e rn  t h e i r  otwi 

s t a t e * 1 * L e t u s  r e v i v e  our l o s t  n a t io n a l i s m  and make i t

s h in e  w ith  g r e a t e r  s p le n d o r ,  th e n  we w i l l  have some ground
2

f o r  d i s c u s s i n g  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s m .*1

H o r a llsm  v e r s u s  D e s p o t is m . —  When C hina becom es a s

s t r o n g  a s  any o f  th e  p r e s e n t  Pow ers', i t  i s  im p e r a t iv e  t h a t

th e  C h in e se  guard  a g a in s t  " te r r ito r y -h u n g r y "  im p e r ia lis m

th e  P ow ers h a v e  b e e n  a c c u se d  o f*  In  th e  c o u r s e  o f  e v o l u t i o n ,

th e  f i t t e s t  th a t  s u r v iv e  i s  n o t n e c e s s a r i l y  th e  s t r o n g e s t ,

b u t th e  m ost a d a p ta b le — a d a p ta b le  t o  U a tu r e . In  th e  modern

w orld  th e  P o w er s , w h ile  o p p r e s s in g  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  w o r ld

p e o p l e s ,  are m oving  n o t in  harm ony w ith  b u t in  d e f ia n c e  o f
3

JJatu re . T h e r e fo r e ,  h r .  Sun s a id :

I f  we w ant t o  r e s i s t  M ight we m ust u n i t e  
our f o u r  hundred  m i l l i o n s  and j o i n  th e  t w e lv e  
hundred f i f t y  m i l l i o n s  o f  th e  w o r ld . We m ust 
e sp o u se  n a t io n a l i s m  and in th e  f i r s t  in s t a n c e  
a t t a i n  our own u n i t y ,  th e n  we can  c o n s id e r  
o t h e r s  and h e lp  t h e  w e a k e r , s m a l le r  p e o p le s  
t o  u n i t e  i n  a  common s t r u g g le  a g a in s t  th e  two  
hundred f i f t y  m i l l i o n s .  T o g e th e r  we s h a l l

1 .  v .  "The T e x t o f  G o n fU c iu s ,"  The G reat L e a r n in g , 4 .
2* Op. o f t * . p p . 9 9 - 1 0 0 .
3 .  P r i n c ip l e  o f  N a t io n a l is m .  L e c tu r e  3 ,  p .  7 6 .
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u s e  R ig h t  t o  f i g h t  M ig h t , and when M ight 
i s  overth row n  and th e  s e l f i s h l y  a m b it io u s  
have d is a p p e a r e d , th e n  we may t a l k  ab ou t  
c o s m o p o lita n is m .

P r e s e n t - d a y  E uropean “cosm opolitan ism ** i s  r e a l l y  a  p r i n c i p l e  

su p p o r te d  b y  f o r c e  w ith o u t  j u s t i c e *  "The E n g lis h  e x p r e s s io n  

•M ight i s  R ig h t ,* "  s a id  Sun Y a t - s e n ,  "means t h a t  f i g h t i n g  

f o r  a c q u i s i t i o n  i s  j u s t .  The C h in ese  m ind h a s  n e v e r  r e 

gard ed  a c q u i s i t i o n  b y  war a s  r ig h t ;  i t  c o n s id e r s  a g g r e s s iv e  

w a rfa re  b a r b a r o u s*  T h is  p a c i f i s t  m o r a l i t y  i s  th e  t r u e  s p i r 

i t  o f  c o s m o p o lita n is m ."  * In  a  w ord, th e  C h in e se  m ust p e r 

m a n en tly  p r a o t i c e  m ora lism  n o t  o n ly  among th e m s e lv e s  b u t  

a l s o  to w a rd s o th e r  p e o p le s .

I f  a n y  p e o p le  i s  t o  m a in ta in  a  perm anent s t a n d in g ,  

m oral c h a r a c t e r  i s  e s s e n t i a l .  I t  i s  o n ly  by  a t t a i n i n g  a

h ig h  s ta n d a r d  o f  m o r a l i t y  th a t  t h e y  c a n  hope t o  g o v e r n  lo n g
2

and e x i s t  a t  p e a c e :

B eca u se  th e  m oral c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  C hi
n e s e  w as h ig h e r  th a n  th a t  o f  o th e r  r a c e s ,  
th e  M o n g o ls , a lth o u g h  t h e y  once con q u ered  
C h in a  d u r in g  th e  Sung d y n a s t y ,  w ere l a t e r  
a b so rb ed  b y  th e  C h in e s e ;  and th e  M anohus, 
a lth o u g h  C h in a  o f  th e  Ming d y n a s ty  f e l l  be
f o r e  them , were a s s im i l a t e d  by th e  C h in e s e .  
B eca u se  o f  th e  h ig h  m oral s ta n d a r d s  o f  our 
r a c e ,  we h a v e  b e e n  a b le  n ot o n ly  t o  s u r v iv e  
i n  s p i t e  o f  th e  d o w n fa l l  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  b u t  
we h a v e  had pow er t o  a s s i m i l a t e  t h e s e  o u t
s i d e  r a c e s .

Q p . c l t . .  L e d tu r e  4 ,  p .  9 9 .
2 .  i b i d * . L e c tu r e  6 ,  p .  1 2 5 .
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In  th e  lo n g  run M ight i s  no m atch f o r  R ig h t ,  h r u t a l  l e g a l i t y  

h as to  sucaurab t o  humane m o r a l i ty *  The M ongols and Manohus 

t e m p o r a r i ly  co n q u ered  t h e  C h in ese  w ith  arms and la w s ,  o n ly  

t o  be i n  tu r n  p e r m a n e n tly  con q u ered  b y  th e  con q u ered  C hi

n e se  w ith  c u l t u r a l  c r e e d s  and m ora l p r e c e p t s *  S o , com ing  

t o  th e  r o o t  o f  th e  m a t t e r ,  i f  th e  C h in ese  from  now on want 

t o  r e s t o r e  t h e i r  r a c e ’ s  s t a n d in g ,  b e s id e  u n i t in g  a l l  o f  

th e m s e lv e s  i n t o  a  g r e a t  n a t io n a l  b o d y , t h e y  m ust f i r s t  r e 

c o v e r  t h e i r  a n c ie n t  m o r a l i t y .  1 rtB ut s i n c e  our d o m in a tio n  

b y  a l i e n  r a c e s  and s in o e  th e  in v a s io n  o f  f o r e ig n  c u l t u r e  

w h ich  h a s  sp r e a d  i t s  i n f lu e n c e  a l l  ov er  C h in a ,* c o n t in u e s  

Dr* Sun, *'a grou p  in t o x i c a t e d  w ith  th e  new c u l t u r e  h ave  

begun t o  r e j e c t  th e  o ld  m o r a l i t y ,  s a y in g  th a t  th e  form er  

makes th e  l a t t e r  u n n e c e s s a r y .  They do n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  th a t

we ou gh t t o  p r e s e r v e  wh .t  i s  good in  our p a s t  and th ro w
2

away o n ly  th e  b ad ."

Sun Y a t - s e n  i s  t o  s c i e n t i f i c  m o d e r n ity  a s  C onfu

c iu s  w as t o  o l a s s i o  a n t i q u i t y .  To th e  way o f  th e  a n c ie n t  

k in g s ,  th e  l a t t e r  lo o k e d  fo r  a d e q u a te  means o f  s o c i a l  con

t r o l ;  t o  th e  m oral c r e e d s  o f  th e  p a s t  s a g e s ,  th e  form er  

lo o k e d  f o r  th e  r i g h t  w ay t o  s a l v a t i o n  and su p rem a cy . Among 

C h in a 's  o ld  m o r a ls ,  Dr* Sun e n u m e ra te s  e i g h t — t h a t  i s ,  fo u r  

p a i r s — l o y a l t y  and f i l i a l  p i e t y ,  b e n e v o le n c e  and l o v e ,  f a i t h -

1 .  PP* 125—126*
2. ,' p* 1 2 6 .
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f u l n e s s  (p r  t r u t h f u ln e s s )  and r ig h t e o u s n e s s 9 and harm ony

and p e a c e — v h ic h ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  h im , sure n o t l o s t  s i g h t  o f

b y  th e  p e o p le  o f  C h ina b e c a u se  th e  C h in ese  s t i l l  sp ea k  o f

t h e s e  a n c ie n t  q u a l i t i e s  o f c h a r a c t e r .  1

F i l i a l  p i e t y  and l o y a l t y  a lw a y s  work hand in  h a n d .

D e v o t io n  t o  th e  f a t h e r  and t o  th e  r u le r  r e s t s  upon a  common

b a s i s .  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  i t  i s  w rong t o  argue th a t  b e c a u se  th e

C h in ese  now adays have a r e p u b l i c ,  t h e y  need  n o t  t a l k  ab ou t

l o y a l t y .  "We do n o t w ant p r in c e s  in  th e  c o u n t r y ," d e c la r e s
2D r. Sun, “b u t we can n ot do w ith o u t  l o y a l t y . * We ca n  d i r 

e c t  our l o y a l t y  tow ard s our n a t i o n ,  our p e o p le ,  and our 

t a s k s .  " L o y a lty  to  fo u r  hundred m i l l i o n s  m ust n a t u r a l l y  be 

cn a  much h ig h e r  l e v e l  th a n  l o y a l t y  t o  one i n d iv id u a l ;  so  

X s a y ,"  a f f ir m s  D r. Sun, “t h a t  th e  f i n e  m oral q u a l i t y  o f  

l o y a l t y  m ust s t i l l  be c h e r is h e d ."  ^

F i l i a l  p i e t y  i s  ev en  m ore c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  

C h in ese  th an  l o y a l t y .  They h a v e , in d e e d , gone f a r  beyond  

o th e r  p e o p le s  i n  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  i t .  R e v e a le d  in  t h e  "Canon 

o f  F i l i a l  P ie t y ,"  i t  " c o v e r s  a lm o s t  th e  w h o le  f i e l d  o f  

human a c t i v i t y ,  to u c h in g  e v e r y  p o i n t ;  th e r e  i s  no t r e a t i s e  

on f i l i a l  p i e t y  i n  an y  c i v i l i z e d  c o u n tr y  t o - d a y  t h a t  i s  s o
A

c o m p le te ."  In  s o c i a l  l i f e  i t  i s  th e  r o o t  o f  a l l  m oral 

q u a l i t i e s .  " I f  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  d em ocracy  c a n  c a r r y  o u t

1 .  I w #  o l t • 2 .  Xfrid.  3 .  I b id . .  p .  1 2 8 .



468 -

l o y a l t y  and f i l i a l  p i e t y  t o  th e  l i m i t ,* a f f ir m s  D r . Sun, 

“our s t a t e  w i l l  n a t u r a l l y  f l o u r i s h .*  *

N e x t ,  come b e n e v o le n c e  and lo v e  w h ich  a l s o  form  

p a r t  o f  C h in a ’ s  hig£i m oral c o d e .  In  th e  p a s t  C hina n o  one 

t a lk e d  and p r a c t i c e d  lo v e  b e t t e r  th a n  Mo Tzu did .  H is  "im

p a r t i a l  l o v e ,"  a c c o r d in g  t o  Dr* Sun, i s  th e  same t h in g  a s
2

J e s u s 1 " u n iv e r s a l  l o v e . ” W ith su ch  s a y i n g s ,  " lo v e  th e  

p e o p le  a s  y o u r  c h i ld r e n ,"  and "Be b e n e v o le n t  to  a l l  th e  

p e o p le  and lo v e  a l l  c r e a t u r e s ,"  a s  m o t to s ,  th e  a n c ie n t s  ap

p l i e d  t h e s e  t o  govern m ent and p u t them  in t o  e f f e c t .  To 

p r a c t i c e  t h e s e  m o r a ls ,  W estern  C h r is t ia n s  have e s t a b l i s h e d  

s c h o o l s ,  c a r r ie d  on h o s p i t a l s ,  and u n d e r ta k en  c h a r i t y  w o rk . 

T h ese  u p - t o - d a t e  p r a c t i c a l  m eth od s th e  C h in ese  m ust l e a r n  

w h ile  r e v i v in g  t h e i r  own b e n e v o le n c e  and lo v e  and m aking
3

them s h in e  w i t h  g r e a t e r  g l o r y .

As r e g a r d s  f a l t h f h l n e s B ,  D r . Sun h o ld s  t h a t  " th e  

v ir t u e  o f  f a i t h f u l n e s s  i s  b e t t e r  p r a c t i c e d  b y  C h in e se  th a n
4

b y  f o r e ig n e r s * "  To p r o v e  t h i s ,  he b rou gh t o u t a  c o n c r e te  

e v id e n c e  from b u s in e s s  i n t e r c o u r s e .  "The C h in ese  p e o p le  in  

t h e i r  b u s in e s s  r e l a t i o n s  do n o t u se  w r i t t e n  c o n t r a c t s |  a l l  

th a t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  i s  a  v e r b a l  p ro m ise  w h ich  i s  i m p l i c i t l y
f t

t r u s t e d ."  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t o  th e  C h in ese  an o r a l c o n t r a c t  

i s  a s  b in d in g  a s  a  w r i t t e n  one upon th e  c o n t r a c t in g  p a r t i e s .
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T here h a r e  b een  more th a n  one e a s e  in  W hich you f in d  

f o r e i g n e r s  t a k in g  a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  m oral 

p r a o t io e  o f  t h e  C h in ese  p e o p le *  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  c o n s 

c i e n t i o u s  f o r e i g n e r s  vh o  "have done b u s in e s s  f o r  a  lo n g  

t im e  i n  th e  i n t e r i o r  o f  C h in a  in v a r ia b ly  sp ea k  h ig h ly  

o f  th e  C h in e s e , s a y in g  t h a t  a  C h in e se  w i l l  k eep  h i s  

w ord b e t t e r  th a n  a  f o r e ig n e r  h i s  c o n t r a c t* *  1

R ig h te o u s n e s s  h a s  b een  th e  u n d e r ly in g  b a s i s  o f  

th e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  C h in a  t o  o th e r  ooun-  

t r i e s .  I t  i s  on a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  p o p u la r  p r a o t io e  o f  t h i e  

v i r t u e  t h a t  t h e  C h in ese  h ave  a lw a y s  a llo w e d  am ple ohanoe  

f o r  s e l f - d e t e r m in a t io n  t o  any s m a lle r  and w eak er  p e o p le .  

Look a t  K o rea , f o r  i n s t a n c e .  F orm erly  sh e  w as a  t r i b u 

t a r y  o f  C h in a  in  nam e, b u t an in d ep en d e n t n a t io n  in  r e a 

l i t y ,  and had b een  s t i l l  In d ep en d en t up t o  th e  y e a r  1910  

when s h e  l o s t  h e r  freed o m  t o  J a p a n . In  th e  T r e a ty  o f  

S h im o n o sek i o o n o lu d ed  upon t h e  c l o s e  o f  th e  S in o -J a p a n e se  

\7ar (1 8 9 4 -1 8 9 5 ) ,  Japan  p r o p o se d  and demanded th e  c o m p le te  

in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  K orea upon C h in a , and f i f t e e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  

sh e  a n n exed  K orea t o  h e r  i s l a n d  e m p ir e . "C hina w as a  

s t r o n g  s t a t e  f o r  th o u sa n d s  o f  y e a r s  and K orea l i v e d  on}"  

a f f ir m s  Or* Sun, "Japan h a s  b e e n  a  s t r o n g  s t a t e  f o r  n o t  

o v e r  tw e n ty  y e a r s  and K orea i s  d e s t r o y e d .  From t h i s  one 

can  s e e  t h a t  J a p a n 's  s e n s e  o f  ' f a i t h f u l n e s s  and r i g h t -

l * O P .o lt* . p* 180
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e o u s n e s s '  l a  i n f e r i o r  t 6 C h in a ’ s  and t h a t  C h in a*s m o r a ls  

h a v e  ad van ced  beyond  t h o s e  o f  o th e r  n a t io n s * *  1 B reak

in g  th e  T r e a ty  o f  S h im o n o sek l was i l l e g a l *  r u in in g  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  K orea  w as lam  o r a l .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  C h in e s e  h ave  had one more s p le n d id  

v i r t u e — t h e  lo v e  o f  harm ony and p e a c e .  Of o ld  th e  

C h in e se  were i m p e r i a l i s t i c ,  t o o .  But t h e i r  im p e r ia lis m  

w as n o t  m i l i t a r y  and o p p r e s s iv e  b u t c u l t u r a l  and in s t r u c t i v e *  

s o  t h a t  a l l  t h e  su r r o u n d in g  sm a ll  s t a t e s  r eg a r d e d  i t  a s  a  

g r e a t  h o n o r  t o  b r in g  t r i b u t e  t o  C h in a  and t o  a d o p t C h in ese  

c u l t u r e ,  g iv in g  v o lu n t a r y  a d h e r e n c e  b e c a u se  o f  t h e i r  ad 

m ir a t io n  o f  C h in e se  c u l t u r e  and n o t b e c a u se  o f  m i l i t a r y  

p r e s s u r e  from  C hina* As e a r l y  a s  th e  p e r io d  o f  th e  w a r r in g  

s t a t e s ,  C h in ese  s a g e s  a lr e a d y  d is c o u r a g e d  w ar, and In  th e  

Han d y n a s ty  p a c i f i s m  to w a rd s o u t s id e r s  w as a d v o c a te d . T h is  

m o r a l i s t i c  p e a c e - lo v in g  s p i r i t  h a s  f u l l y  p erm eated  th e  s o c i a l  

s e n t im e n t  o f  t h e  C h in e se  p e o p le  e v e r  s in c e *

C u ltu r a lls m  v e r s u s  O b s c u r a n tis m .-  B e s id e s  a n c ie n t  

m o r a ls  t h e  C h in e se  m ust r e v i v e  t h e i r  c l a s s i c a l  le a r n in g *

" S in o e  our s u b ju g a t io n  b y  t h e  M anohus,” s a y s  Dr* Sun,

"our fo u r  h u n d red  m i l l i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  a s l e e p ,  our a n c ie n t  

m o r a ls  h a v e  b een  a s l e e p ,  ou r  a n c ie n t  l e a r n i n g  h a s  b een  

a s l e e p  a s  w e l l .  I f  we m n t  t o  r e g a in  our n a t io n a l  s p i r i t

132*
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we m ust reaw aken t h e  l e a r n in g  a s  v e i l  a s  th e  m oral id e a s  

w h ich  we on oe  p o s s e s s e d * ” 1 T r a d i t i o n a l l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

o f  t h e  C h in e se  m a sse s  1b t h e i r  n a tu r a l  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  

s o h o la r s — f o r  p ro m o ters  o f  c u l t u r e *  To s a y  n o th in g  o f  

t h e i r  sp o n ta n e o u s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  

o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l s *  T h u s, e v e n  t h e  i l l i t e r a t e  and ig n o r a n t  

m u lt i t u d e s  a r e  n o t  o b s c u r a n t i s t s — n a y , t h e y  a r e  a l l  l o v e r s  

o f  c u l t u r e ,  o f  le a r n in g *

As r e g a r d s  th e  a n c ie n t  l e a r n in g  o f  t h e  C h in e se

p e o p le ,  Dr* Sun p a r t i c u l a r l y  d w e l l s  upon t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l
o

p h i lo s o p h y .  T h u s, in  th e  f o l lo w in g  p a s s a g e  h e  sa y s*

We th in k  th a t  th e  s t a t e s  o f  E urope and 
A m erica h a v e  made g r e a t  s t r i d e s  forw ard  in  
r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  y e t  t h e i r  new c u l t u r e  i s  n o t  
s o  o osq > le te  a s  our o ld  p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo s o p h y *  
C h in a  h a s  a  sp ec im en  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y  
s o  s y s t e m a t ic  and s o  c l e a r  t h a t  n o th in g  h a s  
b een  d is c o v e r e d  or sp ok en  b y  f o r e i g n  s t a t e s 
men t o  e q u a l i t *  I t  i s  fo u n d  in  t h e  "G reat 
L earn in g:'*  " I n v e s t ig a t e  t h i n g s ,  e x te n d  th e  
b o u n d a r ie s  o f  k n o w led g e , make th e  p u rp o se  
s i n c e r e ,  r e c t i f y  th e  m in d , c u l t i v a t e  p e r s o -  
n a l  v i r t u e s ,  r e g u la t e  th e  f a m i l y ,  o r d e r  w e l l  
th e  s t a t e ,  and p a c i f y  t h e  w orld *"  T h is  c a l l s  
upon a  man t o  d e v e lo p  from  w i t h in  ou tw ard , 
t o  b e g in  w ith  h i s  in n e r  n a tu r e  and n o t  c e a s e  
u n t i l  th e  w orld  i s  a t  p e a c e*  Such a  d e e p ,  
a l l - e m b r a c in g  e t h i c a l  d o c t r in e  i s  n o t  fou n d  
in  or sp ok en  b y  a n y  f o r e i g n  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo 
so p h e r  |  i t  i s  a  n u g g e t  o f  wisdom  p e c u l i a r  t o  
C h in a*s p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y  and w o rth y  t o  
b e p r e se r v e d *

Prom t h i s  s ta n d p o in t  we can s e e  how t y p i c a l  Sun Y a t - s e n  

i s  o f  co n tem p o ra ry  C o n f u c ia n is t s *  I t  w as h i s  f ir m

1 PP • 133—134* 2* jTbld*, p* 134*
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c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  C o n fu c ia n  m o ra lism  th r o u g h  c u l t u r a l  

e d u c a t io n  m ust and w ould  c o n t in u e  suprem e among th e  

C h in e s e , an d  t h a t  e v e n  in  C o n fu c ia n  m oralisra  and o u l -  

t u r a l la m  a lo n e  t h e  C h in ese  r e t a i n  t h e i r  perm anent p r id e  

i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  m ankind.

O ver and o v er  a g a in ,  n r .  Sun r e c o g n iz e s  th e  

suprem e v a lu e  o f  C h in ese  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y .  Such  

p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r i e s  a s  an arch ism  and communism w h iah  are  

su p p o se d  t o  be v e r y  m odem  in  th e  W est, w ere e la b o r a te d  

and e v en  c a r r ie d  in t o  p r a c t i c e  lo n g  ago in  t h e  p a s t .  C h in a . 

F or i n s t a n c e ,  Lao T s u 's  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y  i s  r e a l l y  

unarohiB m , w h ich  L ieh  T zu '^ p ictu red  in  h i s  dream o f  t h e

la n d  o f  th e  H ua-hsu  p e o p le  who l i v e d  in  a  n a t u r a l  s t a t e
2

w ith o u t  r u l e r  and la w s .  "\¥hat R u s s ia  h a s  b e e n  p u t t in g  

i n t o  p r a c t i c e  i s  n o t  pu re communism b u t M arxism ; M arxism  

i s  n o t  r e a l  communism. TShat Proudhon and B akunin  ad vo

c a te d  i s  t h e  o n ly  r e a l  oommunism. Communism in  o th e r  cou n 

t r i e s  i s  s t i l l  i n  th e  s t a g e  o f  d i s c u s s i o n ;  i t  h a s  n o t  b een

f u l l y  t r i e d  o u t a n y w h ere . B ut i t  was a p p l ie d  in  C h in a  in
3

t h e  t im e  o f  Hung H s lu -o h ’u a n ; h i s  econ om ic sy s te m  w as th e
4

r e a l  t h i n g  in  communism and n o t  m ere t h e o r y ."

1 .  A T a o i s t  p r e d e c e s s o r  o f  Chuang T z u .
2 .  v .  P r i n c ip l e  o f  N a t io n a l is m . L e c tu r e  4 ,  p .  9 7 .
3 .  B io  name o f  th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  T f a i  P ’ in g  R e b e l l io n  

(1 8 5 0 -1 8 6 3 )  a g a in s t  th e  M anchus.
4 .  ffiftM d t •



473 -

E uropean s u p e r i o r i t y  t o  C hina l i e s  n o t in  p o l i 

t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y  b u t a l t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  m a te r ia l  

c i v i l i z a t i o n .  1 In  t h e  f o l lo w in g  p a s s a g e  Dtr. Sun c l e a r 

l y  b r in g s  ou t h i s  c o n c e p t io n  o f  th e  r e l a t i v e  v a lu e  o f
2

E a s te r n  and W estern  c u l t u r e  *

W ith th e  p r o g r e s s  o f E uropean m a t e r ia l  
c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  a l l  th e  d a i l y  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  
c l o t h i n g ,  f o o d ,  h o u s in g , and com m u n ica tion  
h a v e  becom e e x tr e m e ly  c o n v e n ie n t  and t im e -  
s a v in g ,  and t h e  w eapons o f w ar— p o is o n  g a s  
and su ch — have become e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  p e r 
f e c t e d  and d e a d ly .  A l l  t h e s e  new I n v e n t io n s  
and  w eapons h a v e  come s i n c e  th e  d ev e lo p m en t  
o f  s c i e n c e .  I t  w&s a f t e r  t h e  1 7 th  and 1 3 th  
c e n t u r i e s ,  when B acon , H ew ton, and o th e r  
g r e a t  s c h o la r s  a d v o c a te d  th e  u s e  o f  o b s e r 
v a t i o n ,  e x p e r im e n t , and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  a l l  
t h i n g s ,  t h a t  s o ie n c e  came i n t o  b e i n g .  So  
when we sp ea x  o f  [Europe*s s c i e n t i f i c  p r o g r e s s  
and o f  th e  ad van ce  o f  E uropean  m a t e r ia l  c i 
v i l i z a t i o n ,  we a r e  t a l k i n g  ab ou t so m e th in g  
w h ich  h a s  o n ly  tw o hu nd red  y e a r s ’ h i s t o r y *
A few  hu nd red  y e a r s  a g o , E urope c o u ld  n o t  
com pare w ith  C h in a , s o  now i f  we w an t t o  
l e a r n  from  E urope we sh o u ld  l e a r n  w hat we 
o u r s e l v e s  la c k — s c i e n c e — but n o t  p o l i t i c a l  
p h i lo s o p h y .

I t  i s  on a o c o u n t o f  t h i s  c u l t u r a l  d e m a r c a t io n , a c c o r d in g

t o  Sun Y a t - s e n ,  t h a t  many g r e a t  s c h o la r s  t o - d a y  i n  th e

West "are s t u d y in g  C h in ese  p h i lo s o p h y  and e v e n  In d ia n

B u d d h is t  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  su p p lem en t t h e i r  p a r t i a l  o o n o ep -
3

t io n a  o f  s c i e n c e ."

1 •  O p .P it . ,  p .  98*
2. jgbid.
3 .  Ip . i b i d .



-  474 -

Of o ld  t h e  C h in ese  n o t o n ly  e la b o r a te d  g r e a t

l e a r n in g  b u t a l s o  r e v e a le d  rem ark ab le  p r o g r e s s  in  s o i e n o e .

C atenae p r o g r e s s e d  in  th e  modern " e s t . But some o f  t h e

m ost v a lu e d  t h in g s  in  th e  V'est t o - d a y - - s u c h  a s  th e  com p ass,

t h e  a r t  o f  p r i n t i n g ,  p o r c e l a in ,  gunpow der, t e a ,  s i l k ,

s u s p e n s io n  b r id g e s ,  and th e  l i k e — w ere In v e n te d  i n  a n o ie n t

C h in a . 1 T h e r e fo r e ,  in  a d d i t io n  t o  a n c ie n t  l e a r n i n g ,

th e  C h in ese  m ust r e s t o r e  t h e i r  a n o ie n t  pow ers o f  s c i e n c e .

I f  th e  p r e s e n t - d a y  C h in ese  r e v iv e  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  in

s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h e s  and d e v o te  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e

a d v a n ce  o f  s c i e n c e ,  t h e r e  i s  no r e a s o n  why s c i e n c e  w i l l

n o t  p r o g r e s s  i n  C h i n a  f rom  now c n .

To ad van ce  C hina t o  a f i r s t  p la c e  among th e  n a t i o n s ,

th e  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e i r  a n c ie n t  m o r a ls , l e a r n i n g ,  and p o w er s ,

i s  n o t enough* The C h in ese  mu3t n e e d s  le a r n  t h e  s t r o n g

p o in t s  o f  t h e  Weat b e fo r e  th e y  can  p r o g r e s s  a t  an e q u a l

r a t e  w ith  th e m . In  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  Hr* Sun c o n te n d s  w ith

f u l l  ont'’miam t h a t  " w ith  our own f i n e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  know- 
«

l e d g e  and our a g e - lo n g  c u l t u r e ,  w ith  our own n a t i v e  

i n t e l l i g e n c e  b e s i d e s ,  we s h o u ld  be a b le  to  a c q u ir e  a l l  t h e

b e s t  t h i n g s  from  a b r o a d S i n c e  th e  s t r o n g e s t  p o in t  

o f  th e  Vbafe i s  i t s  s c i e n c e ,  th e  C h in ese  m ust s tu d y  s o ie n o e  

h a r d . N e v e r t h e le s s ,  i f  t h e y  want t o  le a r n  from  th e  W est, 

t h e y  r u s t  c a tc h  up w ith  th e  ad van ce  l i n e  and n o t  c h a se

2

1 . O p .o lt . t  L ecture 6 ,  p p . 1 4 0 -1 4 2 .
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from  b eh in d *  They ough t t o  f o l l o w  t h e  w o r ld  c u r r e n t s  

and s tu d y  th e  u p - t o - d a t e  b e s t  f e a t u r e s  o f  W estern  n a t io n s *  

I t  w i l l  ta k e  them b u t a  few  y e a r s  t o  o a te h  up w ith  t h e  

r e s t  o f  th e  w orld *  In  su o h  a  g r e a t  n a t io n a l  and c u l t u r a l  

s t r u g g l e ,  Japan m akes a  good exam p le*  W ith in  a  fe w  d e

c a d e s  d e v o te d  t o  t h e  s tu d y  o f  European and Am erican c i v i l 

i z a t i o n ,  s h e  h as become one o f  t h e  w o r ld f e g r e a t  pow ers*  

What Japan h a s  d o n e , I t  w i l l  b e  e a s i e r  f o r  C hina t o  d o  

p r o v id e d  C h in ese  y o u th s  are w i l l i n g  to *  I t  i s  Dr* Sun’ s  

f ir m  b e l i e f  th a t  w ith  t im e -o r  owned c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y  and 

i n t e l l e c t u a l  d eve lop m en t in  th e  b ackgroun d  th e  C h in ese  

w i l l  l e a r n  from  th e  ’" est fa r  b e t t e r  th a n  t h e  J a p a n e s e . S o , 

he s a y s :  *

So th e  n e x t  t e n  y e a r s  i s  a  c r i t i c a l  
p e r io d  f o r  u s f  i f  we ca n  come t o  l i f e  a s  
th e  J a p a n ese  d id  and a l l  p u t f o r t h  a  v e r y  
s in c e r e  e f f o r t  t o  e l e v a t e  th e  s t a n d in g  o f  
cu r  n a t i o n ,  w i t h in  a  d e c a d e  we sh o u ld  be  
a b le  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  f o r e i g n  p o l i t i c a l  and  
eoonom ic c o n t r o l ,  th e  p r e s s u r e  o f  f o r e ig n  
p o p u la t io n  I n c r e a s e ,  and a l l  th e  v a r io u s  
c a la m i t i e s  t h a t  a re  now upon u s*  Japan  
le a r n e d  from  t h e  W est f o r  o n ly  a  fe w  d e o a d e s  
and became one o f  th e  w o r ld 's  g r e a t  pow ers*  
B it  C h in a  h a s  t e n  t im e s  t h e  p o p u la t io n  and  
t h i r t y  t im e s  th e  a r e a  o f  Jap an , and h e r  
r e s o u r c e s  are  much la r g e r  th a n  J a p a n 's*  I f  
C h in a  r e a c h e s  t h e  s ta n d a r d  o f  J a p a n , sh e  
w i l l  be e q u a l t o  t e n  g r e a t  pow ers*

When C hina h a s  th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  te n  p o w e r s , what

1 * , p * 146 •
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th a n ?  Ha r e p ly  t o  mi oh an e v e n tu a l  q u e s t io n ,  D r . Sun s a y s

t h a t  C h ina m ust th e n  assum e a g r e a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  tovfard s

th e  w o r ld  i n  f i g h t i n g  on th e  s id e  o f  R ig h t a g a in s t  M ight
1

b y  '’r e s c u in g  th e  weak and u p l i f t i n g  th e  f a l l e n . ' 1 I f  China 

ca n n o t assum e th a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  sh e  w i l l  b e  a g r e a t  

d is a d v a n ta g e  t o  th e  w o r ld — to  t h e  vfoole h u m a n ity . The f i ^ h t  

b e tw e en  R ig h t and M i^at w i l l  c o n t in u e  and ought t o  c o n t in u e

u n t i l  im p e r ia l is m  i s  s m it t e n  w hereby th e  weak a r e  r e s c u e d ,
2

and th e  f a l l e n  u p l i f t e d .  T h e r e fo r e , D r . Sun p .aoerts*

The ro a d  w hioh  t h e  G reat P ow ers a re  
t r a v e l i n g  t o - d a y  m eans th e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  
o th e r  s t a t e s ?  i f  C h in a , when sh e  becom es  
s t r o n g ,  w an ts t o  cru sh  o th e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  
c o p y  t h e  P o w ers’ im p e r ia l is m , and go  t h e i r  
r o a d , we w i l l  j u s t  be f o l lo w in g  t h e i r  
t r a c k s .  L et u s  f i r s t  o f  a l l  d e c id e  on our  
p o l i c y .  O nly i f  v/e ’’r e s c u e  th e  weak and  
l i f t  up t h e  f a l l e n 1* w i l l  we b e  c a r r y in g  
o u t th e  d i v i n e  o b l i g a t io n  o f  our n a t i o n .
We m ust a id  th e  w eak er end s m a lle r  p e o p le s  
and o p p o se  th e  g r e a t  pow ers o f  th e  w o r ld .
I f  a l l  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  c o u n tr y  r e s o l v e  
upon t h i s  p u r p o s e , our n a t io n  w i l l  p r o s p e r ;  
o t h e r w is e ,  t h e r e  i s  no h op e  f o r  u s .

T h is  p a s s a g e  r e p r e s e n t s  th e  c u lm in a t in g  p h a se  o f  H r. Sun’ s
%

d o c t r in e  o f  R ig h t  a g a in s t  M ig h t, h a n g in g  o u t  th e  s i g n -

1» Qp . oi t t . .  p p . 1 4 6 -1 4 7 .
2  .  rb£&*7 p • 1 47  .
3 .  I  r e g a r d  t h i s  d o c t r in e  o f  R ig h t a g a in s t  M ight a s  t h e  

them e o f  D r . Sun’ s  P r i n c ip l e  o f  R a t io n a l i s m . 5 h r -  
t h e r  d e v e lo p e d , i t  becom es th e  u n d e r c u r r e n t  o f  h i s  
p r l n o l p l e s  o f  D em ocracy and Of L i v e l ih o o d .  In  h i s
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b oard  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r a l  m oralisra o f  th e  C h in eae  

b e fo r e  th e  w orld  p e o p le s  o f  th e  20 th  c e n tu r y .

P r i n c ip l e  o f  D em ocracy. he c o n te n d s  t h a t  s ln o e  know-
1 ed g e  i s  h ard  and a o t io n  e a s y ,  t h e  m a s s e s ,  w h ile  re** 
t a i n i n g  th e  fo u r  c o n t r o l l i n g  p ow ers— e l e o t i o n ,  d is m is 
s a l  , i n i t i a t i v e ,  and referen d u m — , m ust l e a v e  m a tte r s  
o f  p o l i t i c a l  a d m in is t r a t io n  t o  th e  few  e x p e r t s  on t h e  
b a s i s  o f  a  " q u in tu p le -p o w er"  c o n s t i t u t i o n —  l e g i s l a 
t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  e x e c u t i v e ,  e x a m in a t io n , and c e n s o r s h ip —  
by m eans o f  w h ich  th e y  d e le g a t e  t h e i r  s o v e r e ig n t y  t o  
th e  governm ent • The new sy s te m  i s  so  d e s ig n e d  a s  t o  
k eep  a c o n s ta n t  b a la n c e  o f  power b e tw e en  p e o p le  and  
g o v e rn m e n t. In  h i s  P r in c ip l e  o f  L iv e l ih o o d  D r . Sun 
a r g u e s  a g a in s t  th e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f th e  many by th e  few  
and in  fa v o r  o f  t h e  e l e v a t io n  o f  t h e  m a ss e s ' l i v e l i h o o d .  
The p e o p le  m ust have m a te r ia l  w e l l - b e in g  b e f o r e  a l l  
law  and m o r a ls ; t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  l i v e 
l ih o o d  i s  o f  param ount im p o r ta n c e . To r e a l i z e  t h i s  
p la n ,  D r . Sun p r o p o s e s  tw o m e a s u r e d  (1 )  a  f a i r  d i s 
t r i b u t i o n  o f  la n d  among th e  p e o p le  and ( 2 ) a  th o r o u g h 
g o in g  s u p e r v is io n  over  t h e  w h o le  n a t io n a l  econom y by  
th e  g o v e rn m e n t. Throughout h i s  t e a c h in g s  th e  b i o l o 
g i c a l  f a c t o r s  o f  c o n d u ct a r e  th u s  e la b o r a te d  w ith  
s p e c i a l  s t r e s s .
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CHAPTER V H I  

COHCLTJSIOH

B y  t a k i n g  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  app roach  and u s in g  t h e  

c o m p a r a tiv e  m eth o d , t h e  w h o le  s tu d y  h a s  aim ed t o  t r a o e  how  

t h in k e r s  in  t h e  l e s t  and th e  E a s t  h a v e  a tte m p te d  t o  ana

l y s e  th e  m o t iv a t in g  f a c t o r s  o f  s o c i a l  co n d u ct a s  ju d g ed  t o  

b e e i t h e r  m ora l or l e g a l  or  b o t h .  W ith th e  p r o p o s i t io n  

t h a t  t h e  in d iv id u a l  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  p ro d u ct o f  th e  commu

n i t y ,  and y e t  may b y  Chance become a  g u id e  o f  i t ,  a s  i t s  

u n d e r c u r r e n t , I t  h a s  a l s o  aim ed t o  In q u ir e  i n t o  t h e  i n t e r 

a c t i o n  o f  ‘h e  com m unity and th e  in d iv id u a l  w ith  s p e c i f i c  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  p rob lem  o f  m o r a l i t y  a g a in s t  l e g a l i t y *

The w h o le  s t u d y  thuB done can be r e g a r d e d  a s  a  h i s 

t o r i c a l  argum ent i n  fa v o r  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t io n  t h a t  th e  i n d i -  

d iv u a l  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  com m unity , and y e t  

may lay c h a n c e  becom e a  g u id e  o f  i t *  The v a r io u s  t r e a t i s e s  

in  t h e  s i x  c h a p te r s  from  t h e  se c o n d  t o  t h e  s e v e n t h  a r e  b u t  

t h e  v a r io u s  c o n t e n t io n s  f o r  t h e  argum ent* S in c e  a l l  t h in k 

e r s  d e a l t  w i t h  w ere g u id e s  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  a g e s ,  t h e i r  

a n a ly s e s  o f  t h e  m o t iv a t in g  f a c t o r s  o f  s o c i a l  oo n d u et a s  

ju d g e d  t o  b e  e i t h e r  m oral or  l e g a l  o r  b o t h ,  c a n  b e  ta k e n  a s  

e v id e n c e s  t o  p r o v e  th e  c o n te n t io n s *

l a  t h e  s e c o n d  c h a p te r  on t h e  Community v e r s u s  I n d l -  

v lftia l we exam in ed  t h e  i n t e r - r e l a t i o n  b e tw een  f a c t o r s  and
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a p o l o g i s t s  o f  s o c i a l  u n i t y  in  t h e  a n o ie n t  and m e d ia e v a l  

W est. We o b se r v e d  t h e r e in  how th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  m o t iv a t io n  

on th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  com m unity were r e f l e c t e d  in  t h e  i n d i 

v i d u a l ' s  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  m o t iv a t in g  f a o t o r s  o f  c o n d u c t ,  an d , 

m o r e o v e r , h m  d i f f e r e n t  com m u n ities p rodu ced  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  

o f  m ind and d iv e r s e  t y p e s  o f  t h e o r y  on t h e  same problem *

The in d iv id u a l  b e in g  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  p r o d u ct o f  th e  com m unity, 

t h e  l e g a l i s t i c  com m unity p r o d u ce s  t h e  l e g a l i s t i c  ty p e  o f  

t h e o r y ,  t h e  m o r a l i s t i c  com m unity t h e  m o r a l i s t i c  one*

In  t h e  t h i r d  c h a p te r  on th e  In n er  Freedom v e r s u s  

O u ter  A u th o r it y  we c o n s id e r e d  th e  m odern r e v o l t  a g a in s t  mo

d i  a e v a l i  sm— from  C o p e r n ic u s  t o  K ant— a s  a r e v o l t  o f  in n e r  

freed o m  a g a in s t  o u te r  a u th o r it y *  The f i g h t  b etw een  c o n s c ie n c e  

and c o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  n o t  a  r a r e  o c c u r r e n c e *  The i n d i v i d u a l ,  

who h a s  e n o o u n te r e d  t h e  w ide and unp& vable gap b e tw een  t h e  

d i c t a t e s  o f  h i s  c o n s c ie n c e  and t h e  d ogn as o f  th e  Church or  

t h e  la w s  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  may r e g a r d  i t  a s  h i s  r i g h t  and d u ty  

t o  p r o c la im  th e  o u te r  a u t h o r i t y  a b su r d , in  p la c e  o f  w h ich  h e  

may p r o p o se  a  s u b s t i t u t e *  He i s  th e n  a s o c i a l  p h y s i c ia n ,  a  

l e a d in g  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  a g e *  In  p la c e  o f  t h e  same o u te r  au

t h o r i t y  r e p u d ia t e d ,  h o w e v e r , d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  ou t o f  

t h e i r  s e l f - d e t e r m i n i n g  e f f o r t s ,  p u t d i f f e r e n t  s u b s t i t u t e s  

and l a y  d i f f e r e n t  e m p h a ses , w ith  t h e  im m ed ia te  r e s u l t  t h a t  

f o r  a  p e r io d  o f  t im e  s o c i a l  tu r m o il  and i n t e l l e e t u a l  a n a rch y  

seeip  i n e v i t a b le *  Su ch  a  s t a t u s  i s  a lw a y s  d i s t i n c t l y  o h o r a o -
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t e r l s t i c  o f  a n y  r e v o lu t io n a r y  age# n e v e r t h e l e s s *  i t  i s  

a l . /a y s  t o  he e x p e c te d  th a t  ou t o f  a l l  s o r t s  o f  c h a o s  a  

new ty p e  o f  s o o l a l  o rd er  a s  w e l l  a s  a  f r e s h  sy s te m  o f  

c u l t u r a l  o r e e d s  w i l l  be e v o lv e d  a s  o l e a x l y  w it n e s s e d  i n  

t h e  m odern V e st*

ITo m a tte r  how much f r e e d  tan t h e  in d iv id u a l  m ig h t  

e x p r e s s *  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  e x p r e s s in g  i t  h e  i s  d e te r m in e d  

b y  h i s  com m unity# B ecau se  h i s  k n ow led ge i s  s im p ly  a  g i f t  

o f  h i s  a g e  and h e t h in k s  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  w hat he knows# 

S e l f - d e t e r m in a t io n  oan n ot b e  I s o la t e d  from  s e l f - r e f l e c t i o n .  

A l l  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e f f o r t  t h e  in d iv id u a l  t h in k e r  e x e r t s  

i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  p r o d u ct o f  h i s  s e l f - d e t e r m in a t io n  -viiich  

i s  I n t im a t e ly  a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  h i s  k n ow led ge  and p r o o e s s  o f  

r e f l e c t i v e  th in k in g #  To t h e  sam e problem  d i f f e r e n t  i n d i 

v id u a l s  m ig£it ta k e  d i f f e r e n t  a p p ro a c h e s  a s  \ve fou n d  in  

t h e  fo u r th  c h a p te r  on Thought in  t h e  L la h t  o f  K now ledge  

s e v e n  o f  t h e  m ost em in en t p o s t -X a n t ia n  t h in k e r s  t a k in g  s e 

v e n  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  th e  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  m o t iv a t in g  

f a c t o r s  o f  c o n d u ct*  The u n iq u e  a p p roach  o f  e v e r y  i n d i v i 

d u a l r e p r e s d n t s  t h e  cro w n in g  p h a se  o f  h i s  k n ow led ge#  As 

a n  I n t e l l e c t u a l  g u id e  o f  h i s  com m unity a t t r a c t i n g  h i e  f e l -  

lowraen t o  h i e  c i r o l e ,  h e  m ust have ad van ced  o r i g i n a l  e l e 

m en ts  \& io h  a r e  r e a l l y  th e  a c c i d e n t a l  c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n  o f  

h i s  p r o b le m -s o lv in g  e f f o r t  •

The in d iv id u a l  i h o  h a s  b e e n  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  p ro d u o t
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o f  h i s  com m u nity , i f  he by ch a n ce  becom es a. g u id e  o f  i t ,  

w i l l  a t te m p t  to  d om in ate  o v er  i t  a s  so o n  as h e  f in d s  i t  

n o t  a g r e e a b le  t o  h i s  c o n s o ie n o e .  I f  s o ,  t h e  same ooisnu- 

n i t y  d is c h a r g in g  d iv e r s e  s t im u l i  oan p rcd u oe  d i f f e r e n t  

t y p e s  o f  m ind and d iv e r s e  t y p e s  o f  t h e o r y .  T h is  was p a r 

t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  in  a n o ie n t  C h in a , a s  vie saw  in  t h e  f i f t h  

c h a p te r  on th e  I n d iv id u a l  v e r s u s  Com m unity, w here d i f f e 

r e n t  t h in k e r s  propound d i f f e r e n t  and som etim e even  m u tu al

l y  in c o m p a t ib le  m eans o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .  -Among e l l  t h e  

c o m p e tin g  t h e o r i e s ,  h o w ev er , o n ly  t h a t  # i i c h  I s  m ost p r a c 

t i c a b l e  t o  t h e  p e o p le  and i s  m ost a b le  to  m eet th e  demands 

o f  t h e  a g e  w i l l  f l o u r i s h  and p e r p e tu a te  i t s  i n f l u e n c e .

T h is  a c c o u n ts  f o r  th e  r ea so n  why l e g a l i s m  su c c e e d e d  in  th e  

f r o n t i e r  fa r m in g  S t a t e  o f  T s , in  and was s u p e r s e d e d  b y  Con

f u c ia n  m oral ism  a s  so o n  a s  t h e  w h o le  c o u n tr y  was b ro u g h t  

u n d er  one im p e r ia l  sway*

The i n d i v i d u a l ,  on d o m in a tin g  o v e r  th e  oonanunity , 

m ust i n i t i a t e  new id e a s  t o  s u p e r s e d e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  i n s t i t u 

t i o n s  th ro u g h  a  u n iq u e  te c h n iq u e  o f  group c o n t r o l  under  

some d e f i n i t e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  m o t iv a t io n .  ' 'I f  you want t o  r e 

move th e  e x i s t i n g  s ta n d a r d  o f  m o r a ls ,  you m ust g i v e  u s  a  

new one t o  w h ich  w e oan con form  our a c t io n ,"  h i s  f o l lo w e r s  

w ould  so  demend* T h e r e fo r e ,  a s  a  s o c i a l  p h y s i c ia n ,  h e  w i l l  

f i r s t  d ia g n o s e  t h e  o ld  s o c i a l  o r d e r  and th e n  p r o p o se  h i s  

s y s te m  o f  r e m e d ie s  f o r  i t s  sym p tom s. He w i l l  i n v e s t i g a t e
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what t h e  p e o p le  b e l i e v e ,  what t h e y  h o p e , what th e y  f e a r ,  

o r  what t h e y  w ant* Then he w i l l  o r g a n iz e  them  t o g e t h e r  

th r o u g h  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  c o n v in c in g ,  p e r s u a s io n ,  e n fo r c e m e n t ,  

c o m p u ls io n , In d u cem en t, or  e n t ic e m e n t .  M ea n w h ile , i f  s u c 

c e s s f u l l y  d o n e , h i s  sy s te m  o f  t e a c h in g s  becom es i n s t i t u 

t i o n a l i z e d  a s  a  new a g e n c y  o f  s o c i a l  o r d e r .  In  th e  s i x t h  

c h a p te r  on t h e  I d e a s  v e r s u s  I n s t i t u t l o n e  we en u m erated  s i x  

a g e n c ie s  o f  s o c i a l  o rd er  in  th e  m e d ia e v a l E a s t ,  w h ich  matoe 

s u f f i c i e n t  e v id e n c e  t o  p ro v e  our c o n te n t io n  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t .

In  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  in d iv id u a l  and th e  o o m u -  

n i t y ,  s i n c e  r e s p o n s e  i n t e r p r e t s  s t im u lu s  and  in  tu r n  i s  

m oulded  by i t ,  t h e  I n d iv id u a l  ta k e s  h i s  p o in t  o f  v ie w  th r o u g h  

h i s  u n iq u e  fram e o f  m in d . Through th e  same fram e o f  m ind  

d i f f e r e n t  i n d iv i & i a l s  w i l l  t a k e  s i m i la r  v ie w p o in t s  o f  a  com

mon a lm f b u t i f  e a c h  o n e 's  f r a  te o f  mind i s  d e e p ly  t in g e d  

w it h  t h e  k n ow led ge  and e x p e r ie n c e  p e c u l i a r  t o  h im , h e  w i l l  

ta k e  a  u n iq u e  r o u te  t o  t h a t  g o a l .  T h u s, we o b s e r v e d  in  th e  

s e v e n th  c h a p te r  on t h e  P o in t s  o f  V iew  th rou fd i Fram es o f  Mind 

t h a t ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y ,  m odem  C h in ese  t h in k e r s  a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  

b y  Chu H s i ,  Wang Y ang-m ing, Huang L i- c h o u , and Sun Y a t - s e n  

h a d  t h e  same aim  in  v ie w , n a m e ly , t h e  s y n t h e t i c  r e c o n s t r u c 

t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  c h a n n e ls  o f  th o u g h t#  and t h a t  s o c i a l l y ,  

t h e y  h ad  t h e  same fram e o f  mind t o  c r e a t e  a  s y s te m  o f  t e a c h 

in g s  i n  o rd er  t h a t  th e  s o c i a l  o rd er  and c u l t u r a l  u n i t y  o f  

t h e  C h in e se  p e o p le  mi g i t  b e  th e r e b y  c o n s o l id a t e d *  To th e
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same g o a l s  t h e y  t o o k  d i f f e r e n t  r o u te d ;  t o  th e  same p ro b lem , 

d i f f e r e n t  a p p ro a ch es*  In consequents© th e y  g o t  d i f f e r e n t  

r e s u l t s ,  e a c h  r e f l e c t i n g  a  s p e o la l  p h a se  o f  th e  i n t e r a c t i o n  

o f  t h e  i n d iv id u a l  and t h e  com m unity in  h i s  age*

T h u s, we h a v e  d e m o n stra ted  th e  h y p o t h e t i c a l  p rop o

s i t i o n  t h a t  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  whc h a s  b een  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  p r o 

d u c t  o f  t h e  com m unity , can becom e a  g u id e  o f  i t  i f  in  h i s  

r e a c t i o n  upon i t  h e  b y  ch a n ce  ad van ce  o r i g i n a l  e le m e n ts  t o  

form  new s t e p s  in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  c u l t u r a l  d ev e lo p m en t said 

s o c i a l  e v o lu t io n *  AS t o  th e  s i d e  i s s u e ,  'Ffaat a r e  t h e  f a c 

t o r s  o f  p r o g r e s s  th e n ?  A l l  f a c t o r s  o f  p r o g r e s s  can  b e  su b 

sumed u n d er  "chance,** b y  w h ich  we mean t h e  a c c i d e n t a l  m eet

i n g  o f  u n - r e l a t e d  f a c t o r s *  In  i t s  o b j e c t i v e  form chance  

h ap p en s a s  " c o n t in g e n c y ,1* in  i t s  s u b j e c t i v e  form  a s  " s e l f -  

d e t e r m in a t io n  , H and in  i t s  s u b j e c t i v e - o b j e c t i v e  form  *op p or-  

t u n i t y . '*  B ir t h  i s  c h a n c e , h e a l t h  in  c h a n c e , w e a lth  i s  c h a n c e ,  

e d u c a t io n  i s  c h a n c e , I n v e n t io n  i s  c h a n c e , d i s c o v e r y  i s  c h a n c e ,  

i l l n e s s  i s  c h a n c e , and d e a th  i s  ch an ce*  In s h o r t ,  t h e  w h o le  

l i f e  I s  ch a n c e *  A ll  a r t i f i c i a l  e f f o r t s  a r e  m e r e ly  p r o d u c ts  

o f  c h a n c e , o f  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i n  p a r t ic u la r *  But c h a n c e  

i s  n o t  a lw a y s  c o n t r ib u t o r y  t o  l i f e  a s  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  happy  

m a r r ia g e *  I t  may be d e tr im e n ta l  t o  l i f e  when i t  o c c u r s  a s  

an  a u t o - a c c i d e n t .  I t  i s  n o t  t o  be p r e d ic t e d ,  b u t can  be  

e x p e c te d *  i t  o a n n o t b e  s o  much c o u n te d  on a s  w a it e d  f o r *
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\7hon ever any  c o n t r ib u t o r y  ch an ce  h a p p e n s , i t  o n ly  rem ain s  

t o  set; i f  t h a t  ohan oe w i l l  h e  m is s e d  or s e iz e d *  W henever 

a n y  o on t r i h u t  aery ohanoe i s  s e i z e d ,  i t  r e m a in s  t o  3e e  i f  i t  

w i l l  b e  u s e d  or abused* I t  i s  o n ly  fh e n  ohanoe i s  made 

t h e  b e s t  u s e  o f  t h a t  s u c c e s s  and p r o g r e s s  oan b e  a c c o m p lish 

ed *

The m odern r e v o l t  a g a in s t  m e d ia e v a lls m  i n  t h e  w est  

w as ohan oe* The d is c o v e r y  o f  l o s t  c l a s s i c s  w as o h a n o e , th e  

in t r o d u c t io n  o f  A rab ic  s o ie n o e  and p h ilo s o p h y  i n t o  W estern  

E urope w as ohanoe* Out o f  oh an oe  c o m b in a tio n  o f  A ra b ic  a l 

g e b r a  and E uropean g eo m etry  D e s c a r te s  i n i t i a t e d  a n a l y t i o  

g eo m etry  b y  ch an ce*  I t  was su ch  a  c o n t in u o u s  l i n k  o f  g r e a t  

g u id e s  o f  t h e  com m unity r a n g in g  from  C o p ern icu s On to  Eant t h a t  

th e  m odern W est h a s  owed i t s  s u o o e s s  and p r o g r e s s *  The W est 

o n c e  le a r n e d  from  th e  E a s t ,  and  th e  E a s t  i s  l e a r n in g  what 

t h e  W est h a s  d is c o v e r e d  and In v e n te d *  The a c c i d e n t a l  m e e t in g  

o f  E a s te r n  and W estern  c u l t u r e s  In  t h e  m odern E a s t  w i l l  p r o 

b a b ly  n o t  b e  m is s e d  b y  th e  C h in e s e ,  H in d u s , J a p a n e s e , P er 

s i a n s ,  and  so  f o r t h *  The s u c c e s s  and p r o g r e s s  o f  a n y  n a t io n  

i n  t h e  f u t u r e  E a s t  w i l l  be a c c o m p lish e d  o n ly  i f  t h e  i n t e l 

l e c t u a l  g u id e s  o f  th a t  com m unity can  make t h e  b e s t  u s e  o f  

t h i s  r a r e  oh an oe*
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