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SUBJECT : Executive of Army Regulation 15-6 Investigation of the Alleged
Civilian Mass Casualty Incident in the al Jadidah District, City of Mosul , Ninewah
Governate , on or about 17 March 2017

1. Conclusion At 0824 on 17 March2017 Coalitionaircraftconductedan airstrike
againsttwo ISISsnipers engagingthe Iraqi CounterTerrorismService (CTS) Coalition
Forcesconducted the strike in accordancewith the applicable Rulesof Engagement
and the Law of Armed Conflict (LOAC) Coalition aircraft employed a single GBU- 38

precision-guidedmunition. The weaponappropriatelybalancedthe military necessityof
neutralizingthe snipers with the potential for collateral damage. The GBU- 38 entered
the roofand detonated in the secondfloor of the structure.

a . The GBU-38's detonation ignited ISIS explosive materials that ISIS had
previously emplaced in the structure. The secondary explosion triggered a rapid failure
of the structure, killing the two ISIS snipers and 101 civilians sheltered in the bottom
floors of the structure. An additional four civilians were killed in the neighboring
structure to the west .

b . Eye witnesses and media outlets reported that an additional 36 civilians may
have been at the building however, there is insufficient evidence to determine their
status or whereabouts at this time.

The Target Engagement Authority (TEA) was unaware of and could not have
predicted the presence of civilians in the structure prior to the engagement.

2. OperationalContext At the time of the strike, CTS forces were engaged in offensive
maneuver to seize the sector from ISISfighters controlling the area. On 17
March2017 CTS had beenposturedalong the sameForwardLine of Troops (FLOT)
for three days. That day was also the first dayof the plannedCTS advanceinto a new
sector of the al Jadidah district. CTS Soldiershadcontinuousover-watchof the sector
duringthis period, includingdirect visual observation(VISOBS) of the structure.

3. Enemy Activity . Coalition Intelligence, Surveillance , and Reconnaissance ( ISR) and
CTS forces observed ISIS fighters forcibly evict civilian families from the area , build
defensive fighting positions , stage vehicle -borne improvised explosive devices
(VBIEDS ), emplace improvised explosive devices ( IEDs) , and engage CTS forces with
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direct and indirect fire. Coalition and Iraqi human intelligence as well as Coalition multi
source intelligence overwhelmingly classified the district as ISIS-controlled and
specifically prepared to deny the CTS advance north .

a . In the days prior to 17 March2017, ISISfighters conducted complex attacks
against the CTS FLOT. CTS had defendedagainst ISIS VBIEDS and suicide bombers

on multiple occasionseach day. Duringthis period, CTS forces, with Coalitionsupport,
conducted a combined-arms defenseto protect CTS Soldiers.

b . The testimony of multiple residentsconfirms that ISISfighters knocked holes into
the walls. The " wormholes" allowed ISIS to move fighters, weapons, and equipment
between buildings without beingdetectedby Coalition ISR or CTS visual observers.

4. Civilians Coalition ISR observed , and civilian testimony confirmed that ISIS fighters
forcibly expelled families from their homes in the district. The displaced civilians were
invited by a well-known neighborto seek refuge in his home. It is estimated that
between 101 and 137 civilians voluntarily sought refuge in the lower two floorsof the
structure.

a . Counter Terrorism Service ( CTS) VISOBs and Coalition intelligence assets did
not observe the civilians enter or use the structure . Neither Coalition nor CTS forces
knew that civilians were sheltered within

b . The ISIS fighters, however, knew of the civilians' presencewithin the structure,
and interactedwith the civilians. According to the next -door neighbor's testimony, ISIS
fighters had issued a warning to him that his family was in danger. ISIS fighters advised
him to evacuate his family from their residence and move north by the morning of 17
March 2017. ISIS warned him that, if the family remained what would happen to them
was not ISIS' fault

5. Strike. CTS forces initiated their assault to seize and clear of the sector at
approximately 0700L on the morning of 17 March 2017. CTS visual observers did not
identify any civilians within sector prior to the strike.

a . Duringtheir assault, CTS visual observersidentifiedtwo ISIS sniperseffectively
engagingCTS soldiersfroma DefensiveFighting Position( DFP) in thesouthwest
cornerof the secondstory of the structure. Iraqi CTS Battalionand Brigade
commandersapprovedthe observerrequestfor a Coalitionstrike on the DFP and
coordinatedwith an Iraqi ForwardAir Controller(IFAC) to prepare a strikerequest. The
IFACcoordinatedwith CoalitionAdvisors to planthe strike.
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b . After receiving the strike request the Coalition StrikeCell in Erbil, a joint fires and
control center underthe command of a CoalitionTarget EngagementAuthority (TEA)
evaluatedintelligenceon enemy activitiesand forces in the area surroundingthe DFP

location. The Strike Cell staff also evaluatedthe location of the target with regardto
historical civilian populationreportingand the location's proximityof friendly forces.
Weaponeeringexperts analyzed availableweapons and selected a weapon and fusing

option that would achievedthe necessaryeffect and minimize collateraldamage

c. The TEA positively identified the ISIS snipers and determined that the
engagement was authorized under the Rules of Engagement (ROE) . As a
weaponeering solution, the TEA selected a GBU-38 with a delayed fuse .

d . TheTEA approved the engagement on the ISIS snipers. The engagement was
the sixth of 81 weapons engagements that Coalition forces conducted in support of the
CTS operations that day. After the weapon detonated, CTS visual observers reported
that the DFP was destroyed.

6. Law of Armed Conflict. The TEA approved the strike in accordance with all
provisions of the applicable ROE and Law of Armed Conflict ( LOAC ) .

Distinction. The Coalition attacked a valid military target which consistedof two
snipers effectively engaging IraqiCTS soldiersfrom a DFP.

b. Proportionality . The TEA selected a weapon that balanced the military necessity
of neutralizing the two snipers with the potential for collateral damage to civilians and
civilian structures.

( 1) The TEA selected a GBU- 38, a 500-pound class precision guided munition
containing 192lbsof explosive material. The GBU-38's steel case was strong enough to
penetratethe roof of the DFP and had sufficient explosive material to neutralizethe
snipers engaging the CTS soldiers from their DFP in the second floor The TEA
selected a fuse -setting that would neutralize the threat to CTS while also minimizing
risk to collateral structures. The TEA expected the weapons effects for the GBU - 38 to
be localizedto the second floor of the building. Subsequentengineering and weapons
analysis indicates that the GBU-38 should have resulted in no more than
damage to the structure, localized to the front of the second floor or the structure.

(2 ) The TEA did not know civilians were in the structure or that ISIS had
deliberately staged a significant amount of secondary explosive materials in the
structure . Based on the information reasonably available , the TEA could not have
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predicted the compounded effects of the secondary explosives emplaced by ISIS
fighters.

Military Necessity commanders and the TEA determined that itwas a
military necessity to neutralize the ISIS snipers in order for CTS to achieve its maneuver
objective of seizing the sector from ISIS. If the ISIS snipers were left to continue to

engage CTS forces, CTS would incur unacceptable levels of casualties in the seizure of
the sector . The seizure of the sector was necessary for CTS to complete the clearance
and liberation of Mosul from ISIS.

7. Damage Resulting from the Engagement. The GBU-38 entered the northern portion
of the roof at the front/north of the structure at a near-vertical angle. The GBU-38
detonated while penetrating the roof above the second floor of the structure. The GBU
38 sparked a secondary detonation of a large amount of explosive material that ISIS
had previously emplaced in the structure. The secondary explosion produced a
powerful blast and overpressure that triggered a rapid progressive failure of the
structure. These events killed the two ISIS snipers, 101 civilians sheltered in the bottom
floors of the structure, and four civilians in the neighboring structure to the west. Eye
witnesses and media reportedthat an additional 36 individuals may have been located
within the structure at the time of the engagement. However, the status of these
individuals is undetermined at this time,

8. Post- BlastAnalysis. Post- blast analysisconducted by a CoalitionExplosive
Ordnance Disposal ( EOD) team identifiedexplosive residues not consistentwith the

explosivecontent of a GBU-38 from several sample locationsaround the site, including
PentaerythritolTetranitrate (PETN ) and nitroglycerin

a . The senior EOD officer concluded that the PETN was associated with improvised
explosive devices or detonator cord (known as " DetCord"), a common explosive
component which ISIS uses to link together larger explosive devices for simultaneous

detonation. Furthermore, nitroglycerin residue also indicated the presence of secondary

explosive devices, and was likely used by ISIS to sensitize the secondary explosive
devices to detonate more easily. Finally, post-blast analysis conducted by EOD and
expert weapons teams concluded that the structural damage and crater at the
rear/ south of the structure were not caused by the relatively low explosive weight of a
single GBU- 38

b . The locationof the structuraldamageand the crater at the rear/southof the
structurewere displaced from the site of the GBU- 38 entry and blast, and far in excess

to what could havebeen caused by the GBU- 38's netexplosiveweight Instead, the
structural damageand crater were likely caused by a large amountof ISIS- emplaced
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explosive material located in the second story of the rear of the structure . This ISIS
emplaced explosive material conservatively contained more than four times the net
explosive weight of the GBU-38 . The sympathetic detonation of this secondary ISIS
emplaced explosive , activated by the GBU-38 impact , collapsed the structure , resulting
in the vast majority of the 101 civilian casualties , and impacted the neighboring structure
which resulted in four additional civilian casualties

9. The point of contact for this memorandum is the undersigned at
(b )(6 @ mail.mil

BrigadierGeneral, U.S.Air Force

Approved
for
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( MEMORANDUM FOR MG Joseph M. Martin , Commander , Combined Joint
Forces Land Component Command Operation Inherent Resolve

( SUBJECT : Findings and Recommendations , Army Regulation 15-6
investigation of the Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident inthe al Jadidah District ,

City ofMosul, Ninewah Governate , on or about 17 March 2017

Approved
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2. ( Background

a ( U Pursuantto Army Regulation(AR) 15-6, I was appointed as the
investigatingofficer for this investigationon 31 March 2017. hadpreviously been
appointedto conduct a civilian casualty credibility assessmenton this incident. As the

was charged with determining the facts and circumstancessurrounding allegations
ofa civiliancasualty (CIVCAS) incidentoccurring on or about 17 March 2017 in the Al
Izdiharal Awwal district (hereinafterreferred to as the al Jadidah district)

( b 6 )b . ( The original source of the CIVCAS allegation was
a correspondent for the Rudaw Media Network

( U The incident in question occurred at approximately on or about

17 March 2017 in vicinity of 29048 22188 located in the al Jadidahdistrict of
West Mosul.

3. ( U :

a . ( U / ) the morningof 17 March 2017, elements of CTS conducted an
attack north into the al Jadidah district ofWestMosul. CTS had maintained static
positions south of the al Jadidah district for two days ( 15-16 March 2017) due to
inclementweather. During this time, CTS did not observe any indicatorsof civilian
patterns of life ( CIVPOL) in the al Jadidah district ( ExhibitC1). Prior to the 17 March

2017 attack, the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) had established a series of
defensive positions within the residentialstructures of al Jadidah district and its environs
(Exhibit C5) Duringthe advance, CTS Soldiers reportedtwo ISIS fighters placing
effective precision small arms fire (PSAF) from the second floor of BLDG4250.10 a

former residential structure, located in vicinity of 38$ 29048 22188

b . (U CTS subsequently requested Coalition fire support to eliminate the

threat in the structure in question . The CTS Task Force - TF-2 ) Commander, Staff
Major General ( ) Ma'an, approved the request and coordinated joint fires with the
Coalition Advise & Assist ( A A ) team (Exhibit B12) The Combined Joint Forces Land
Component Command - Operation Inherent Resolve ( CJFLCC - OIR ) CJOC- E
processed the fire request The CJOC- E TEA, BG Richardson, approved the
engagement, which Coalition aircraft executed at approximately 17 March

2017 with a single 500- precision guided munition (Exhibit B12) . After the munition
impacted the target, BLDG 4250.10 .

( U Personnel from traqi Civil Defense ( CD) and CD (the regional
unit under the national Iraqi CD) immediately responded to the location and attempted
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to locate and recover civilians trapped in the collapsed structure . However, ISIS
activity, including indirectand small arms fire that continued to target the al Jadidah
district thwarted IraqiCD's response efforts. IraqiCD personnelwere unable to return
to the scene of the strike until 22 March 2017 (Exhibits B5 & B6 )

(b ) 6 )d ( U a correspondent for the Rudaw Media Group who
was covering the CTS advance visited the site of the engagement on 17 19 and 22
March 2017. During this period of time he observed and documented civilian casualties
in the al Jadidah district as well as the excavation of BLDG 4250.10 IraqiCD. In his
23 March 2017 report published on the Rudaw English website , statedthat

at least 200 civilians had been killedby Coalition airstrikes in al Jadidah district, with

approximately 130 deaths occurring in a single house (ExhibitsA1 & A4).

( ( 6 )

memorandum, I was

directed to answer 13 questionsrelatedto the subject CIVCAS incident. The answers
provided in this memorandurnare in summary form ; additional details are enclosed in
supplementary material( EnclosuresA - M ). All findings aresupportedby the
preponderanceof evidencegathered during the course of the investigation, which are
included as exhibits to this investigation

a ( manyciviliandeathsare estimated? Whatis the source( s) of
those estimatedCIVCASnumbers?

(1 ) ( U / of the date of this memorandum , Iraqi CD confirmed 105

civilian casualties ( CIVCAS) associated with the engagement that struck BLDG

(Exhibits B5 & B6). CD recovered a total of 101 CIVCAS from BLDG 4250.10 over

the period spanning 17--28March 2017 (Exhibit B5) . Human Rights Watch and (
identified four

additional CIVCAS in the civilian structure located immediately to thewest of BLDG
4250.10 in vicinity of 38S LF 29034 22187 (Exhibits B7 & ) .

(b )(6)2 ) ( U / stated

that Iraqi CD told her that 137 people were in BLDG 4250.10 at the time of the collapse.
Based on the Iraqi CD's confirmation of 101deceased, an additional 36 individuals
( including two alleged survivors) may have been in BLDG 4250.10 when the structure

collapsed . However, no other remains have been found and no additional persons have
been reported as missing (Exhibit B4) .

( 6 )(3) ( U/ Jof the

Mosul Civil Defense , stated that the bodies of ISIS fighters were also found on the
street in front of BLDG 4250.10 (Exhibit B5)

3

SECRETHRELTO USA ,

USCENTCOM 17-0529and17-0625 008 03/18/2019



IRIZ -DCA
SUBJECT : Findings and Recommendations , Army Regulation (AR ) 15-6 Investigation

of the Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident in the al Jadidah District, City of Mosul,
Ninewah Governate , on or about 17 March 2017

(4 ) ( The sources of the CIVCAS estimates are as follows :

( )(a ) ( U / a Rudaw correspondent was presentduring
the recovery of bodies from BLDG 4250.10. During his interview, ( b stated that

residents of the al Jadidah districthad informedhim that 137 individuals had been
trappedwhen BLDG4250.10collapsed This estimateformed the basis of his 23

March2017 report concerningWestMosulciviliancasualties (ExhibitA1).

( ( )

(

(b) ( U // a residentof West Mosul, was an

occupantof BLDG4250.10 stated that he, with several

family members, took shelter in BLDG 4250.10 from 13–15 March2017. He stated that
on the night of his departure about 15 March 2017 at 1900c) there were

approximately 140 men, women, and children occupying BLDG 4250. 10. The women
and children were located in the half basement and the men were located on the first

floor (Exhibit B3) .

( 6)

( b ( 6 )

( ) (

provided
sanctuary to 16 people on themorningof 17 March 2017. The detonation events that
destroyed BLDG4250.10 caused significantdamage to his residence, resulting in
four ofthe 105 confirmed CIVCAS. The remaining 12 individualssurvived the
engagement and were accountedfor afterward (Exhibit )

(5 ) ( U Multiple media reports estimated the total number of civilian

casualties within the al Jadidah district to be in excess of 200 ( Exhibit A8) . Based on
interviews with Mosul CD, the NationalDirector of Iraqi CD, CTS, media, neighbors, and
local leaders, I assess that the figures of " at least 200" (Exhibit ; Rudaw, 25 March
2017) or as many as 200" ( Exhibit A8; New York Times, 25 March 2017; LA Times, 29
March 2017) represent an aggregation of weeks of multipleexcavations of damaged
structures across West Mosul, including the 17 March 2017 effects on BLDG 4250.10
and its neighboring structures ( Kadum Bohan, Mosul CD ; Exhibit B6) This
investigation focused on the events of 17 March 2017 in the al Jadidah district. Beyond

BLDG 4250.10 and itsadjacent structures, this investigationfound no further links to
civiliancasualties within the al Jadidah district during the period proximate to 17 March
2017. Furthermore , the events that resulted in the other reported excavations may be
due to ISIS or ISF engagements. As discussed more fully in paragraph 6c,
recommend that CENTCOM conduct an expanded, bottom - up preliminary inquiry that
overlays Iraqi CD excavations across West Mosulwith Coalition strike data to look for
linkages.
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b . ( U / Howmanyof those deaths areattributable to US/ Coalition strikes, ISF,
and/or ISIS? What was thecause of those deaths ?

( 1) ( U / ) Of the 105 total civilian casualties, only a smallportion are likely

attributed to the damage caused by the Coalition GBU-38. A preponderance of

evidence supports that ISIS is responsible for the vast majority of the deaths, as ISIS

emplaced a large quantity of explosives atop a known gathering of civilians, and staged

attacks against CTS to draw Coalition fire on the structure and trigger a muchlarger

secondary explosion (Exhibit C19 Enclosure B ) . First, ISIS knew that BLDG 4250.10

was crowded with civilians. ISIS fighters interacted with the civilians , and kept several
fighters staged near the residence ( Exhibits B3, B8, , ) Second , ISIS

deliberately emplaced a large quantity of unknown bulk explosives (UBE) in the second
floor of BLDG 4250.10 which served as the secondary explosion and the primary cause
ofthe structure's collapse ( Exhibit C19 & Enclosure ) . Third , ISIS deliberately

established a defensive fighting position on the second floor of the building, proximate

to the UBE, to draw Coalition fire to trigger the secondary blast (C19-21, & D3) . Finally,

ISISengaged CTS soldiers from the building, knowing that in all likelihood the

Coalition or IraqiSecurity Forces would target the building . When, the GBU- 38 struck
the building, it is assessed with high confidence that the explosion initiated a secondary
detonation of ISIS -emplaced UBE (Exhibits C19 & C21) . This chain of events resulted

in the rapid onset and progressive collapse of BLDG4250.10 Exhibits C19-21) The

civilian deaths were caused by blast injuries, blunt force trauma, and asphyxiation

evidence weaponeering
analysis, structural damagemodalities and post-blast explosive assessment, shows

that ISIS fighters are responsible for deliberately setting the conditions for an explosive
chain reaction by emplacing a large quantity of UBE BLDG 4250.10 Exhibits C19
C21, D2, & D3) .

(a ) ( USA, The Coalitionconductedengagement RC4250.10
on 17 March 2017 at 0824c with a single GBU-38 using a fuse set for a 5 -millisecond
delay (Exhibits B12, C1, & The blasteffects for this weapon and fuse setting
would have structurally damaged no more than 16 to 20% of the overall structure of
BLDG 4250.10 and this damage would have been localized to the second floor of the
northernportion of thestructure ( Exhibits C19 D2, D3, & Enclosure B ) However, the

structural damage observed in vicinity of the engagement far exceeds that of a single
GBU-38 fused with a 5 -millisecond delay. Both the U.S. Air ForceJoint Munition

EffectivenessManual (JMEM) battle damage assessment and a DefenseThreat
Reduction Agency ( DTRA) in -depth stochastic modelingof the engagement predicted
the structure wouldsuffer no more than 16 to 20% damage (ExhibitsC18–20, D3 &
Enclosure B) . The similar results ofthe models corroborate the range of predicted
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damage . Likewise , the models predicted that the damage would be primarily contained
to the roof and second floor of the northern portion of the structure ( Exhibits
D3)

( ) ( U Multiplemodels, supported by onsite post-blast analysis,
demonstrate that only multipledetonationswould be sufficientto achieve the total
structuralfailure seen at the blast site (Exhibits & C21). Based on the cratering
evidenceand damage to surrounding structures, ISIS most likely emplaced the
explosives in the south /back portionof BLDG4250. the second floor of the
structure (Exhibits B18 & C21).

(c ) ( SHREL , MESF) The DTRA in depth stochasticmodeling of the

engagement returned a similar assessment(ExhibitC18). A secondarydetonation of a
large quantity of UBEwas required to destroy BLDG4250.10and damagesurrounding
structures (Exhibit C20). The preponderanceof evidence shows that ISIS emplaced the
explosive material (ExhibitsC17 & Enclosure B )

(d ) ( U / ) A Department of Defense ( ) lab tested multiple samples
collected from different locations within the site of BLDG 4250. 10. In addition to

detecting traces of explosives found in a GBU-38 , namely trinitrotoluene (TNT) and

RDX, the results also showed traces of PentaerythritolTetranitrate and Nitroglycerin

(PETN). These explosive components are not attributable to a GBU-38, but are
common to ISIS- emplaced explosive accelerants, detonating cord and person- borne
IEDs ( Exhibit C21)

(e ) ( U / explosive residue analysis did not detect any additional

homemadeexplosive (HME) residue typically found in bulkquantity inISIS- emplaced
explosive devices. However, due to the significant delay in sampling after the incident,
the high water solubility of common HME precursorssuch as ammonium nitrate, and
the amount of rain and high humidity post incident ( Exhibit B14) the absenceof
ammoniumnitrate residue in the samples taken 25 days after the incident does not rule

out the distinct possibility of the presence of bulk HMEsympatheticallydetonatingin the
structurewith the GBU-38 (Exhibits )

(f) ( U // the explosives, engineering, and weaponeering experts
consulted during this investigation conclude that the single detonation of a GBU-38
would not have caused the building to collapse or to damage to surrounding structures
( Exhibits , B3, B18, B20 C19-21 D3)

(3) ( U Based on statements of individuals who were involved in the
recovery of CIVCAS from the rubble ( i.e. , members of the Iraqi CD: (b)(6 ) the
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President of the Mosul District Council; media personnel; and local residents)
that a majority of the civilian deaths were the result of blast injuries, blunt force trauma,
asphyxiation, and possible burns resulting from the detonation of UBE and collapse of

BLDG 4250. (Exhibits A7, A8 ) However, the assessment of the causes of
death is not based on scientific, forensic, or medical data from the bodies. Coalition
medical examiners did not have an opportunity to examine any of the civilian casualties
recovered from BLDG 4250.10 to the immediate burial of corpses in accordance
with local cultural and religious practices. Additionally, no photographs were taken of
casualties (Exhibits A1 & A8)

( U ) What ISIS tactics, techniques , andprocedures ( TTPs) are responsible
for (or factored into) the CIVCAS ? Are these new TTPs ?

( 1) ( ) ISIS' use of civiliansashumanshields is well documentedand
has during the course of the counter-ISIS campaign ( Exhibits B20, C5)
In this case, ISIS fighters knew BLDG 4250.10 was being used as a civilian shelter.

They interactedwith the civilians in the building and told the owner of the adjacent home
to depart the area the night prior to the CTS attack (Exhibit ). ISIS fighters in a
defensive fighting position DFP) within the structurestaged a large secondary device
and intentionally drew ISF andCoalition fires onto BLDG 4250.10 with the objective of
endangering civilians (ExhibitB18). This specific TTP is hereafterreferred to as
CIVCAS entrapment" (Exhibit C22) .

( 1 , ( b ) 1 1.4c ( b 6 )
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( b 1 (

d . ( U many U.S./Coalition engagements took place on the date in
question ? What were the focations of those engagements

(1) ( Coalition forces conducted 81 engagements , consisting of 171 air
to -ground and surface -to -surface munitions in West Mosul on 17 March 2017. Of the 81
engagements , 34 were within 1 km of BLDG 4250.10 12 occurred in vicinity of the al
Jadidah district (Exhibits B 10 C9) . Of the 12 engagements in the al Jadidah district,
one engagement , RC4250.10, resulted in an allegation of civilian casualties (BLDG
4250.10 )

( b 1 1.4a

e ( was thetargetofthose engagements? The target ofthe
Coalition engagementsconductedon 17 March2017 in theal Jadidahdistrictwere ISIS
fighters ISIS snipers, ISIS DFPs and mortarpositions. Morespecifically, the strike in

questiontargeted ISISsnipers engagingCTS from BLDG4250.10( ExhibitB10) .

f . ( U ) Who requested the engagements ?

( b 1)
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( b )( 1) 1.4a

( U authorized the engagements , both for the U.S. and for the
Government of Iraq ? The CTS TF -2 Commander and one of the CJOC - E
authorized all 17 March 2017 engagements in the al Jadidah district ( Exhibits B1 & C1 ).

For the strike of BLDG 4250.10 BG Richardson approved the engagement

( b 1 1.4a, ( b)(3 ) 6)

h . ( U // What facts were known by CJOC - E and the Target Engagement
Authority at the time of the engagement ?

(1) ( U the time of the engagement the Coalition TEA understood that

CTS was requesting Coalition fires in defense of on-scene CTS soldiers . The TEA

knew that ISIS maintained a platoon -sized element in vicinity of the al Jadidah district
Exhibits C1 & The CTS request stated that ISF elements were being engaged by

precision small arms fire from a DFP located in BLDG 4250.10 and had sustained

casualties. The request further stated that CTS, through direct line-of -sight observation
maintained PID of two ISIS fighters within the structure, and that no CIVPOL had been

observed on the premises (Exhibits B12, , C2, & .
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SECRETHRELTOUSA , MESF

IRIZ- DCA

SUBJECT: Findings and Recommendations, Army Regulation (AR ) 15-6 Investigation

of the Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident in the al Jadidah District, City of Mosul,
Ninewah Governate , on or about 17 March 2017

( b ) 1) 1.4a

( U was the basis for positive identification ( PID

(1) ( The CJOC-E TEA's basis for PID was operational intelligence
(OPINT) supportedbywell-developed humanintelligence(HUMINT) . CTS met
significant ISIS resistance immediatelyupon commencingtheir attack on the morning of
17 March 2017. During the engagement CTS identified a legitimatemilitary target
two ISISfighters engaging CTS personnelfrom a DFP and subsequentlymaintained
line- of-sightVISOBswith the target. TheTEA's operationalcontextwas further
supported by overwhelmingHUMINT of ISIS and positions in the immediate
area (Exhibits C1 & ) .

( b )( 1) , ) (1)

10
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SUBJECT : Findings and Recommendations , Army Regulation (AR ) 15-6 Investigation
of the Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident in the al Jadidah District, City of Mosul
Ninewah Governate , on or about 17 March 2017

j ( U what provision of the rules ofengagement ( ROE) were the fires
conducted ?

( 1) ( U / engagementthat struck BLDG4250.10 was carried out under

the USCENTCOMROE provision authorizing collective self-defense ofa partner force
(Exhibit B21) . The engagementwas justified underthe collective self-defense provision

in responseto a hostileact. The methodof engagementwas deemed a proportionate
and reasonable response. The engagement compliedwith all applicable provisionsof
the USCENTCOMROE and the Law of Armed Conflict (LOAC) .

Approved
for

( b 1) 1.4a
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SUBJECT: Findings and Recommendations Army Regulation (AR) 15-6 Investigation
of the Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident in the al Jadidah District, City of Mosul
Ninewah Governate, on or about 17 March 2017

( b )( 1) Release
What was the battle damage assessment( BDA) and/or collateral

damage, ifany ? Pleasenote whetherfull motion video ( FMV) is available to Coalition
Forcesat the time of thestrike( s)

(1 ) ( U / ) CTS Battle Damage Assessment ( BDA ). CTS reported a BDA of

two enemy killed in action (EKIA ), and two DFPs destroyed following engagement RC
4250.10 ( Exhibits B1, B12, & C9) . CTS personnel did not specify that BLDG 4250.10
collapsed during or following the engagement. There is no full motion video of this

engagement due to cloud cover over the engagement area ( Exhibits ) .

(2) ( U // CollateralDamage The engagementof BLDG 4250.10
detonated a large amountof ISIS -emplaced UBE, initiatinga sequence of events

12
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of the Alleged Civilian MassCasualty Incident in the al Jadidah District, City of Mosul
NinewahGovernate, on or about 17 March 2017

resulting in significant collateral damage to BLDG 4250.10 and surrounding structures;
BLDG 4250.10 was completely destroyed following the sequence of events (Exhibits
C18 - C20 ).

( a) ( U / on the projectedeffectsof singleGBU-38 containing 192
explosives, this damage was extremely excessive. The anticipatedstructural

damage to the buildingwas estimated to be limitedand localizedto the upperfloor;
however, the secondarydetonationthat followed the initial impactcausedsignificant
damage to the rear of the structure, which causedthe entire buildingto collapse

(b ) ( U The buildings to the south and west of BLDG 4250.10 were also

heavily damaged during the engagement The residenceto the immediatewest

suffered significant damage to its eastern wall, interior rooms, and roof, along with four
additional civilian casualties ( Exhibits B8 & C20) . The residence to the immediatesouth
experienced a partialcollapse of its northern wall and sustained interior damage (Exhibit
C20 . The 30-inch thick compositeconcrete wall in the of BLDG 4250.10
experienceda significant blastwave, evidenced by a large arc of damage nearly 30 feet
wide, which pushedthe concrete back 2 to 3 inches and in the center completely
pulverized the concrete wall. The buildings to the northand east of BLDG 4250.10
sustained cosmetic damage (e.g. brokenwindows, damaged , debris on the

property, etc.) butwere left intact (ExhibitC17 & C20) .

1. ( any changes to the ROE or the - Tactical Directive # 1
factor into this incident? Ifso, what was the impact ?

( 1 ( U / Neitherchangesto the ROE norCJTF-OIR Tactical Directive# 1

factored into the executionof StrikeRC4250, Engagement on BLDG4250.10

(b 1)

13

SECRETIREL ,

USCENTCOMFOIAS 17-0529and 17-0625 018 03/18/2019



SEGRETHREL USA , MESF
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SUBJECT: Findings and Recommendations, Army Regulation (AR) 15-6 Investigation

of the Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident in the al Jadidah District, City of Mosul
Governate, on or about 17 March 2017

( (1

5. ( U // Additional Information .

a . ( -in- PlaceOrder political and operational leaders
assessed that risk tomission and civilians was lessened if civilians sheltered in place
rather than evacuate Mosul. While a decision to evacuate civilians from the city may
have reducedthe risk of an event like this happening, it would havenot eliminatedthe
risk. Overallthe Governmentof Iraq'sshelter- in -place was not causally related
to the CIVCAS outcome.

b. ( U StructuralanalysisofBLDG 4250.10. A structuralanalysisof BLDG
4250.10was conductedby the U.S.Army Corpsof Engineers(USACE) Engineer
Researchand DevelopmentCenter (ERDC) in supportof this investigation

( 1 ( ) BLDG 4250.10 was a 20m x 10m, multi-floor, mixed material

structure typical of other residences inthe al Jadidah neighborhood. The BLDG
4250.10 vertical super structure consisted of 30-in thick load bearing walls comprised of

both concrete masonry blocks or stone and mortar. Its horizontal super-structure was

supported by 12- in square reinforced concrete beams and 6- in thick reinforced concrete
slabs that formed the floors and roof. 4250.10 was constructed with an open- air

courtyard in the north end of the building that extended from the ground floor to the roof.

A small room was built on top of the roof, which was offset to the west side of the
building (Exhibits B9 & C20).

(b (1 1.4a

14
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of the Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident in the al Jadidah District, City of Mosul,
Ninewah Governate , on or about 17March 2017

( b 1) 1.4a

( b 1

(b )( 1) 1.4a

(b )( 1 1.4a

( b 1)1 b )( 1)

d ( U observation options. Coalition forces have three methods of
direct-observation to assess civilian pattern of life : ( 1) direct observation by a Coalition

15
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IRIZ -DCA
SUBJECT: Findings and Recommendations, Army Regulation (AR) 15-6 Investigation

of the Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident in the al Jadidah District, City of Mosul,
Ninewah Governate, on or about 17 March 2017

observer (2 ) direct observation by Coalition FMV; and (3 ) directobservation by partner
force observer. Dueto the urban layout of sector B.19 where streets run east- and

parallelto the FLOT, direct observation of the street in front of BLDG4250.10was

impossible from the positionof the FLOT on 15-16 March 2017. To see CIVPOL within

the east- streets among the multi-story homes, direct-observationwould have

required CTS observers to be staged forwardof the FLOT (ExhibitC14) .

( 1 ) ( Direct Observation by a Coalition Observer. Due to appropriate
risk-management decisions made by commanders IAW Tactical Directive # 1 Coalition
observers were not positioned ahead of the FLOT.

( ) ( U / Direct Observation by Coalition FMV. Weather precluded
Coalition ISR from executing normal battlefield characterization required to identify
and track CIVPOL for two full days prior to CTS attack into sector B.19 .

( ) ( U / ) Direct Observation by Partner Force Observer. Partner forces

used VISOBs from observation positions along the FLOT to characterize the area prior

to the attack ( Exhibit B1) Partner force visual observers did not conduct

reconnaissance north of the FLOT ( Exhibit B1), which left the observers blind to the

movement of civilian traffic along the east -west portions of the streetat ranges greater
than 50m north of the FLOT (Exhibit C14) . While CTS could observe much of the

neighborhood for a general characterization of the area's CIVPOL , the limitations
mentioned above precluded CTS from fully observing civilian movement on the ground

near the structure Meanwhile, Coalition advisors helped partner forces prepare an
overall fires plan that depended on Coalition airstrikes that ultimately were conducted

based on CTS VISOBs without Coalition force FMV observation ( Exhibits B1, B14, &
B15) .

( b )(1)

6. ( Recommendations The evidence collected as part of this investigation
shows that CJFLCC-OIR, and specifically the CJOC E strike cell and TEA, took every
available precaution to avoid civilian casualties as part of the subject engagement .
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SUBJECT: Findings and Recommendations, Army Regulation (AR) 15 6 Investigation

of the Alleged Mass Casualty Incident in the al Jadidah District City of Mosul
Ninewah Governate, on or about 17 March 2017

However, the TEA was unaware that over 100 civilianswere in the structure. Had the
TEA knownof the large numberof civilians, his proportionalityassessment would have

been drastically different, and he would not have approved the engagement Given
what we now know about ISIS' propensity to employ CIVCAS entrapment, I recommend
CJFLCC -OIR consider the following changes in TTPs to reduce risk of civilian
casualties during planned partner-force offensive operations. Theserecommendations
if enacted across the CJFLCC- OIR joint area of operations, willprovide Coalition and
partner-force leaders improved situational awareness on CIVPOL, allowing leaders to
make the most informed decisions possible regardingthe proportionalityof weapons

effects

(b 1)

(

7. ( U ) pointofcontactfor this memorandumis BrigadierGeneralMatthew

Islerat ( @ mail.mil

13 Encl

A thru M
MATTHEW

BrigadierGeneral USAF

InvestigatingOfficer
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
HEADQUARTERS, COMBINED JOINT FORCES LAND COMPONENT COMMAND

OPERATION INHERENT RESOLVE & 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
UNION III, BAGHDAD , IRAQ

APO AE 09348

STATES
IRIZ -CO Date

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT : Attachment to DA Form 1574-1 Section VII , Action by the Approving
Authority Regulation (AR ) 15-6 Investigation into the Alleged Mass Civilian
Casualty (CIVCAS ) Incident in al Jadidah District, Mosul , on 17 March 2017

1. ( U reviewed the findings and recommendations of the
(10) , and I approve the IO's findings as submitted .

Officer

2. (SHREL TO USA, MESF) make the following additionalfindings:

Approved
for

( bX1

SECRETIREL TO USA

USCENTCOM 17-0529and 17-0625 023 03/18/2019



SECRETHREL TO

IRIZ- CO

SUBJECT : Attachment to DA Form 1574-1, Section VII Action by the Approving
Authority , Army Regulation (AR ) 15-6 Investigation into the Alleged Mass Civilian
Casualty (CIVCAS ) Incident in al Jadidah District, Mosul , on 17March 2017

C. USA , MESF) intend to recommend to the CJTF-OIR and
CENTCOM commanders that the current ROE remain in effect.

4. ( The point of contactfor this memorandum is the Office of the Staff Judge
Advocate, CJFLCC- OIR & , at DSN (b ) ( 6 )

AM
JOSEPH M. MARTIN

General, U.S. Army
Contmanding

Approved
for

2
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OF

DET

DEPAR
DEPARTMENTOF DEFENSE

HEADQUARTERSCOMBINED JOINTFORCESLANDCOMPONENTCOMMAND
OPERATIONINHERENTRESOLVE& 1STINFANTRYDIVISION

UNION BAGHDAD
APOAE 09348

IRIZ -CO Date

MEMORANDUM FOR Brigadier GeneralMatthew C. Isler, Deputy Commanding
General - Air Combined Joint Forces Land Component Command - Operation Inherent
Resolve (CJFLCC-OIR), Baghdad, Iraq, APO AE 09348

SUBJECT Appointment as an Army Regulation 15-6 Investigating Officer

1. Appointment On 28 March appointed you, pursuant to the Combined
Joint Task Force - Operation Inherent Resolve ( -OIR) Standard Operating

Procedure [ for ] Civilian Casaulty Reporting and Response Procedures , to conduct a

civilian casualty ( CIVCAS) assessment into the facts and circumstances surrounding
allegations of a CIVCAS incident on or about 17 March 2017 in the vicinity of the
vicinity of MGRS 38 SLF 29048 22188 , Izdihar al Awwal neighborhood Mosul , Iraq .
You are now appointed as an Investigating Officer ( ) pursuant to Army Regulation

(AR ) 15-6, Procedures for Administrative Investigations and Boards of Officers, to

conduct an administrative investigation into the facts and circumstances surrounding

the same incident You have 20 days from the date of this appointment to

conduct this investigation . Coordinate any requests for extensions through your
legal advisor .

2. General Instructions.

a The purpose of an AR 15-6 administrative investigation is to elicit facts. You are
directed to conduct an investigation into the matters set forth in paragraph 3 below .
Your investigation should explore any issues or deficiencies with policy procedures,

resources, doctrine training, and leadership that might have contributed to this incident
Upon collection of this investigation , you will complete a report of investigation that

conforms to the requirements in paragraph 5 of this memorandum and AR 15-6.

b . If at any time in the conduct of your investigation, something happens that could
cause me to consider enlarging, restricting, or terminating your investigation, or

otherwise modifying any instruction in this memorandum of appointment, immediately
report this situation to me, together with your recommendation as to the action should
take in response.

3. Scope of Investigation/Specific Instructions.

a. You are hereby directed to conduct an investigation into the facts and
circumstances surrounding allegations of a civilian casualty ( CIVCAS) incident on or

//
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IRIZ-CO
SUBJECT: Appointment as an Army Regulation 15-6 InvestigatingOfficer

about 17 March 2017 in the vicinity of MGRS 38 SLF 29048 22188, Izdiharal Awwal
neighborhood Mosul, Iraq.

b. During your investigation you will at a minimum determine the following:

(1) How many civilian deaths are estimated? What is the source(s ) of those
estimated CIVCAS numbers ?

(2 ) How many of those deaths are attributable to U.S./Coalition strikes, CTS (or

other Iraq Security Forces unit ), and/or ISIS? What was the cause of those deaths

( e.g., one Coalition strike, multiple Coalition strikes, a vehicle - born improvised explosive
device ( VBIED ), an ISIS house-born IED etc.) ?

(3 ) What tactics , techniques, and procedures

factored into the CIVCAS ? Are these new TTPs ? What i

are responsiblefor (
impactof theseISIS

(4 ) How many U.S./Coalition strikes took place on the date in question ? What
were the locations of those strikes?

(5) What was the target of those strikes?

(6 ) Who requested the strikes?

(7 ) Who authorized the strikes, bothfor the U.S. and for the Government of
Iraq?

(8) What facts were known by -E and the Target Engagement Authority at
the timeof the strike?

(9 ) What was the basisfor positive identification( PID) of the targetto a
reasonablecertainty IAWthe Rulesof Engagementexistingat the time of the
engagement?

( 10) Under what provision of the rules of engagement (ROE) were the fires
conducted ?

( 11) What was the battle damage assessment (BDA ) and/ or collateral damage ,

if any? Please note whether full motion video (FMV) is available to Coalition Forces at
the time of the strike(s ) .

( 12) Did any changes to the ROE or the CJTF -OIR Tactical Directive 1 factor
into this incident? If so , what was the impact ?

2
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SUBJECT: Appointment as an Army Regulation 15-6 Investigating Officer

4. Conduct of the investigation .

a ( b)( 3 ) (D ) 6) is your legaladvisor. You willconsult with your legal
advisor beforemaking substantiveefforts regardingyour investigation. You may
request that additionalindividuals or subjectmatterexpertsbeappointed in writing, to

accompanyyou and assist you in your investigation. Coordinatesuch requestswith

your legaladvisor

b. You will review , at a minimum,targeting procedures, Law of Armed Conflict
( LOAC) compliance, and any other mitigations measures employed.

c . Evidence Collection

( 1) You are to conduct this investigation using the procedures outlined in
Chapter 5 , and the generalguidance in Chapter 3 , AR 15-6 . individuals have been
named as respondents at this time

(2 ) To the extentpossible, witnessstatementswill bewrittenandsworn. You

shouldrecordwitnessstatementson a DA Form2823 ( Swom Statement) Ifit is
impracticableto obtaina writtenand/or swornstatementfrom a particularwitness, you
will attest to the accuracyof any transcriptionor summaryof suchwitnesstestimony in
whatever form itappearswithinyour reportof investigation. Inaccordancewith AR 340
21 provide a PrivacyAct statementto any witnesswhosestatementis nottakenon DA
Form2823. No U.S.military or civilianor FederalGovernmentcivilian employeecan

be orderedto provideinformationthat may incriminatehim or herself You may ordera
military or FederalGovernmentcivilianemployeewitness to provide a statementif you
believe that they haverelevantinformationthat would not incriminatethemselves. If, in
the courseof your investigationyou cometo suspecta personmayhave engagedin
criminalconduct, you will consultwith your legal advisor Undernocircumstances
should you attemptto elicit any informationfrom a suspectwithout first advisingthat
personof his/her rights underArticle31 UCMJ, or theFifthAmendmentof the U.S.
Constitution, as appropriate. Documentyour rightsadvisementand waiverson DA

Form 3881 (RightsWarning Procedure Certificate).

(3) Where a civilian employee is a member of a bargaining unit and reasonably

believes that the inquiry could lead to disciplinary action against him or her, the
employee may have a representative fromthe bargaining unit present during

questioning. You will consult your legal advisor if you have any questions regarding
these procedures.

(4 ) Should youdetermine in the context of your status that a Soldier'sstatus has
changedfrom favorableto unfavorable, as defined in AR 600-8-2 Suspensionof

3

UNCLASSIFIED

USCENTCOM 17-0529and 17-0625 033 03/18/2019



UNCLASSIFIED
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SUBJECT: Appointment as an Army Regulation 15-6 Investigating Officer

Favorable Personnel actions you must consult your legal advisor immediately to

ensure that a flag is initiated against that Soldier.

Reportof Investigation.

a . General . Your report of investigation willbe written . Use DA Form 1574-1
Report ofProceedings by Investigating Officer, and attach allrequired enclosures and
exhibits .

b. Assembly. Your completed investigation will include the following:

(1) This memorandumof appointment;

(2 ) A completed DA Form 1574-1 ReportofProceedingsby Investigating
Officer

(3) A detailed chronology of the daily actions you took during the investigation ;

(4) An index of all attached exhibits;

(5) Allexhibits , labeled and numbered;

(6 ) A list of the witnesses you interviewed

(7) If applicable, proper classification markings for each paragraph , page , and
exhibit included within your report of investigation

(8) A copy of the fullmotion video (FMV) from the strike (if available) and

(9) A memorandumwith your findings and recommendations.

c . Findings . You will reach your findings by a preponderance of the evidence that

you gather . A finding is a clear and concise statement of facts that can be readily
deduced from evidence in the record In your report, develop specific findings and cite
the evidence that supports your findings Ifevidence conflicts (e.g. , conflicting witness

statements ) make a finding as to which evidence is more credible and why you
believe it to be more credible .

(1) If you find that there were civiliancasualties and that this incident was a
CIVCAS incident, you will identify lessons learned, if any , and provide appropriate
recommendations.

4
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( ) If you find that a non -U.S. CoalitionForcenations were involved in the
strikes that likely cause CIVCAS, you should immediately report that to me and to the

-OIR CIVCAS through the CJFLCC-OIR Staff Judge Advocate.

d. Recommendations. Based on your findings, make recommendations as to what
changes if any, are needed in terms of policy , procedures, resources , doctrine
training , and leadership to avoid incidents of this nature in the future, as well as

recommendations consistent with your findings as to which evidence is more credible
and why you believe it to be more credible .

e Submission Submit your final reportof investigationin hard copy for legal
review. Do notuse page protectorsor staple/secure documents to one another.
Place the investigationin a binderand use dividers or tabs to identify exhibits and
enclosures. You may not releaseany informationrelatedto this investigationto
anyone, other than your legaladvisor, without prior approval.

6. The POC for this memorandumis theOffice of the StaffJudge Advocateat SVOIP
(b)( 6 )

JOSEPH M. MARTIN
Major General, U.S. Army
Commanding

Approved

5
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

HEADQUARTERS, COMBINED JOINTFORCES LAND COMPONENT COMMAND
OPERATION INHERENT RESOLVE & 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION

UNIONIII, BAGHDAD, IRAQ
APO AE 09348

IRIZ - CO Date: 28

MEMORANDUMFOR Brigadier General Matthew C. Isler Deputy Commanding
General - , Combined Joint Forces Land Component Command- OperationInherent
Resolve (CJFLCC-OIR) Baghdad, Iraq, APO AE 09348

SUBJECT: Appointment as a Civilian Casualty (CIVCAS) Credibility Assessment
InvestigatingOfficer

1. Appointment. You are hereby appointed as an InvestigatingOfficer ( ) pursuant
to the Combined Joint Task Force - OperationInherent Resolve (CJTF- OIR ) Standard
Operating Procedure ( for) Civilian Casualty Reporting and Response Proceduresto

conduct an assessment into the facts and circumstancessurrounding allegations of a
civilian casualty (CIVCAS) incident on or about 17 March2017 in the vicinity of the
vicinity ofMGRS 38 SLF29048 22188 Izdiharal Awwalneighborhood, Mosul, Iraq.
You have days from the date of this appointmentto completeyour

assessment. Coordinateany requests for extensions through your legal advisor

2. General Instructions.

a . The purposeof this assessment is to elicit facts. You are directed to conductan
assessment into the matters set forth in paragraph3 , below . Your assessmentshould

determine whether it is more likely than not that CoalitionForces operations, on or
about 17 March 2017 caused the death of any civilian noncombatantsin the vicinity of
MGRS 38 SLF 29048 22188 Al Izdiharal Awwal neighborhood, Mosul, .
Additionally, please note any lessonthat CoalitionForcescan learn from this incident
that may allowthis organizationto minimizeCIVCAS in the future. Uponcollection of
this investigation, you will complete a report of investigationthat conforms to the
requirementsin paragraph4 of this memorandum .

b . This assessmentis your primary duty and takes precedence over all
duties that are or may be assigned to you.

3. Scopeof Assessment/Specific Instructions. During your assessmentyou will at
a minimum, determine the following:

a . How many civilian deaths are estimated ? What is the source (s ) of those
estimated CIVCAS numbers ?
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Investigating Officer

b. How many of those deaths are attributable to U.S./Coalition strikes, CTS (

other Iraq Security Forces unit), and/or ISIS? What was the cause of those deaths

(e.g. , one Coalition strike , multiple Coalition strikes, a vehicle-born improvised explosive
device (VBIED ), an ISIS house-bom IED etc.) ?

ISIS tactics techniques, and procedures ( TTPs) are responsiblefor
factored into) the CIVCAS? Are these new TTPs

d . How many U.S./Coalition strikes took place on the date in question? What were
the locations of those strikes ?

e. What was the target of those strikes

f requested the strikes ?

. Who authorized the strikes, both for the U.S. and for the Government of Iraq ?

facts were known by CJOC- E and the Target Engagement Authority at the
time of the strike ?

i . What was the basis for positive identification (PID)?

j Under what provision of the rules of engagement (ROE) were the fires
conducted ?

. What was the battle damage assessment (BDA) and or collateral damage , if
any ? Please note whether fullmotion video (FMV) is available to Coalition Forces at
the time of the strike (s)

4. Conduct of the Assessment .

a ( (b ) is your legal advisor . You will consult with your legal
advisor beforemaking substantive efforts regarding your assessment

b . You are to conduct this assessment using the - CIVCAS SOP and
AR 15-6 procedures as a guide. You willcollect all relevant evidence relatedto the
subject CIVCAS allegation prior to submitting a written reportof investigation. You will
provide a descriptionof the facts and circumstances surrounding the CIVCAS
allegation. Youwillreview , at a minimum, targeting procedures, Law of Armed Conflict
(LOAC) compliance, and any other mitigationmeasures. If you find that there were
civilian casualtiesand that this incident was a CIVCAS incident, you will identify
lessons learned, if any, and provide appropriate recommendations

2
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InvestigatingOfficer

c. You will reach your findings by a preponderanceof the evidencethat you gather.

A finding is a clear and concisestatementof facts that can be readilydeducedfrom
evidencein the record. In your report, develop specific findingsand cite the evidence
that supportsyour findings. Ifevidence conflicts(e.g., conflictingwitnessstatements).
makea finding as to which evidenceis more credibleand whyyou believe it to be
morecredible.

d . If you find that non-U Coalition Force nations were involved in the strikes that
likely cause CIVCAS you should immediately report that to me and to the CTJF -OIR

CIVCAS OIC through the CJFLCC -OIR Staff JudgeAdvocate.

e . You are not required to make recommendations, but you may if you determine

that your assessment revealsways to mitigatefuture CIVCAS ISIStactics/TTPs that
will aid commandersin the field .

f. Your report, along with all enclosures and must be delivered to the
Office Staff Judge Advocate (OSJA , CJFLCC-OIR, for a legal review prior to my
review. You may not releaseany information related to this assessmentto anyone,
other than your legal advisor, without prior approval.

5. The POC for this memorandum is the OSJA at SVOIP ( b 6 )

M.
General, U.S.Army

Commanding

3
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ARMY REGULATION 15-6 INVESTIGATION
Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident

al Jadidah District, Mosul Iraq
17 March 2017

Overall Classification of the Investigation:
SECRETINOFORN

All SECRETINOFORN are contained in Binder D.

Overall Classification of this Binder

SECRETIREL USA, FVEY
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OF

UNCLASSIFIEDIFOROFFICIAL USE ONLY

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
COMBINED JOINT FORCES LAND COMPONENT COMMAND

OPERATIONINHERENTRESOLVE
UNIONIII, BAGHDAD, IRAQ

APO AE 09348

IRIZ -DCA 25 April 2017

( U / MEMORANDUM FOR MG Joseph M. Martin , Commander , Combined Joint
Forces Land Component Command - Operation Inherent Resolve

( : Investigation Chronology for Army Regulation 15-6 Investigation
of the Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty in the al Jadidah District , City of Mosul
Ninewah Governate, on or about 17March 2017

1. ( U // Chronology. The followingactivitieswere conductedduring the course of
the investigationIAWArmy Regulation15-6.

a ( March 2017

(1) ( U // Brig Gen (BG) notified of appointment as Investigating Officer
to conduct a comprehensive Civilian Casualty Assessment Review re: the

allegations of civilian casualties on or about 17 March 2017

(2) ( // Meeting for Investigation Team

(3 ) (U Isler receives initial legal briefing

b . ( March 2017

(1) ( U BLDG 4250.10 initial post blast site exploitation .

(2) ( InvestigationTeam Meeting

30 March 2017

(1) ( U Islernotified that he would continue the investigationin
accordance with Army Regulation (AR ) 15-6 .

(2 ) ( U Investigative Team Chief of Staff receives guidance from
MG Martin and LTG Townsend

(3) (U // interviews United States SpecialOperations Forces (USSOF)
Coalition Special Operations Forces, and Iraqi Special Operations Forces
( ISOF) Counterterrorism Service (CTS) personnel [WYVERN ]

(4 ( U FOUO InvestigationTeam Meeting

UNCLASSIFIEDI FOR OFFICIAL USE
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UNCLASSIFIED USE ONLY

IRIZ-DCA

SUBJECT Investigation Chronology for Army Regulation 15-6 Investigation of the
Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident in the al Jadidah District, City of Mosul ,
Ninewah Governate , on or about 17 March 2017

d. (U ) 31March 2017

(1) ( U Martin signs the appointmentorder directing BG to
conduct the investigation in accordance with AR 15-6.

( 2 ) ( of BG Richardson

(3) ( Interview of
( b ( 3 ) ( b ) 6 )

(4 ) ( U Interview of

(5 ) ( Investigation Team Meeting

e ( / ) 1 April 2017

(1) ( Investigation Team Meetin

f . ( April 2017

(1) ( / InvestigationTeam Meeting

g ( U 3 April 2017

( 1) ( U // Telephonic interviewwith ( b 6 )

( ) 6 )

(2 ) ( Investigation Team Meeting

( U / ) 4 April 2017

( 1) ( U Telephonic interview with ( b 6 )

( b ) ( 6 )

( 2 ) ( (b (6 )

( b 6 )

(3) ( InvestigationTeam Meeting

i . ( U 5 April 2017

2

UNCLASSIFIEDHFOR OFFICIAL ONLY
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UNCLASSIFIEDIFOR USE ONLY

IRIZ- DCA

SUBJECT InvestigationChronologyfor Army Regulation15-6 Investigationof the
Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident in theal Jadidah District City of Mosul,
Ninewah Governate, on or about 17 March 2017

(1) (UI/ Telephonic interview with ( b )( )

(2 ) ( Telephonic interview with ( b )(6 )

( 3) ( / InvestigationTeam Meeting
( U April2017
( 1 ( U InvestigationTeam Meeting

k ( U April 2017

(1) ( Investigation Team Meeting

April 2017

(1) ( U / requests informationconcerning IraqiForwardAir Controllers
from United States Special Operations Forces (USSOF) Coalition Special
Operations Forces

(2 ) ( Investigation Team Meeting

m ( 9 April 2017

(2) ( U / InvestigationTeam Meeting

n . ( April 2017

(1) ( Second post-blast site exploitation of BLDG 4250.10 [Mosul]

(2 ) ( U InvestigationTeam Meeting

( U April 2017

( b 6 )(1) ( U/ Helephonic interview with
Supervisor

2 ) ( InvestigationTeam Meeting

p. ( April 2017

(1) ( U Investigation Team Meeting

3
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USE ONLY

IRIZ -DCA

SUBJECT: InvestigationChronologyfor Army Regulation15-6 Investigationof the

Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident in the al Jadidah District, City of Mosul,
NinewahGovernate, on or about 17 March2017

q ) 13 April 2017

(1 ) ( U / Telephonic interview with (b 6 )

( ) ( U / Telephonic interview with ( )(6 )

(3 ) ( U / InvestigationTeam Meeting

r. ( 14 April 2017

(1) ( / Investigation Team Meeting

( ) 15 April 2017

(1) ( U Investigation Team Meeting

t . April 2017

(1 ) ( U / Investigation Team Meeting

( ) 19 April 2017

(1)(U // Team Meeting

(2) ( U Investigation Complete

2. (U The point ofcontact for this memorandum is Brigadier General Matthew
Isler at ( 3) )

MATTHEW C.ISLER

Brigadier General, USA
Investigating Officer

4
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ARMY REGULATION 15-6 INVESTIGATION

Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident
al Jadidah District, Mosul Iraq

17 March 2017

Overall Classification of the Investigation:
SECRETINOFORN

documents are contained in Binder D.

Overall Classification of this Binder:

SEGRETHRELTOUSA,
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SECRETH -

List of USA, Enclosures

A. How many civilian deaths are estimated ? What is the source of those estimated
CIVCAS numbers?

B. How many deaths are attributed to US/CF strikes, CTS ISIS? What was the
cause of death?
What ISIS tactics, techniques , and procedures ( ) are responsible for
factored into) the CIVCAS? Are these new TTPs

D. How many U.S./Coalition strikes took place on the date in question? What were the
locations of those strikes ?

E. What was the target of those strikes?

F. Who requested the strikes ?

G. Who authorized the engagements, both for the U.S. and for the Government of Iraq?

H. What facts were known by Command Joint Operations Center -Erbil (CJOC-E) and
the Target Engagement Authority ( TEA) at the time of the strike ?

What was the basis for positive identification (PID)?

J. Under what provision of the rules of engagement (ROE ) were the fires conducted ?

K. What was the battle damage assessment (BDA) and/or collateral damage, if any?
Please note whether full motion video ( FMV ) is available to Coalition Forces at the
time of the strike (s)?

L. Did any changes to the Rules of Engagement (ROE) or the Combined Joint Task
Force- InherentResolve (CJTF-OIR) TacticalDirective# 1 factor into this
incident Ifso what was the impact?

M. Al Jadidah CIVCAS InvestigationBrief

(b )(6)

List ofUnclassifiedExhibits

Interview

A1: Interview

EngineeringReports :
A2: BLDG 4250.10 Floor Plan

A3 InitialEngineer Estimate of BLDG 4250.10

,

USCENTCOM and 17-0625 046 03/18/2019



Media Reporting

A4: 23 March2017 Rudaw Article

A5 28 March2017 HumanRightsWatch Article

A6: 30 March2017 Rudaw Article

A7: CIVCAS Social Media Reporting

A8: al Jadidah District CIVCASArticles

( ) ( 6 )

( b ) 6 )

(b (6 )

(bX6)

( b

( b ( 6 )

Index of SHREL TOUSA ,MESF Exhibits
Interviews:

B1: Interview with TF CTS Coalition Advise & Assist Ground Force Commander
B2: Request for Information on Iraqi Forward Air Controllers
B3: Interview of

B4: Interview of

B5: Interview with

B6: Interview with

B7: Interview with

B8: Interview with Survivor of 17 March Engagement

: Interview with

Reports & Strike CellProducts :

B10: Danger X-Ray Strike Brief
B11: CJOC-Erbil Strike Game Plan

B12: CJOC - Erbil OSJA Strike Log

B13: 17 March 2017 Operation EAGLE STRIKE ISF Scheme of Maneuver
B14 Weather Report 2017

B15: FMV Battlefield Characterization 12-17 March 2017
B16: BLDG 4250.10 Post-Strike Imagery
B17: TF Falcon CMO Update 29 March 2017

B18: Story Board: ISIS TTP to lure air strikes on civilians

(b ) 6 )
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USA

B19: al Jadidah Investigation Common Operating Picture - Compact Disc
Legal Documents :

B20 : LOAC Violation Report 29 March 2017
B21: USCENTCOM Rules of Engagement
B22 : MOD 1 to Tactical Directive # 1-Enabling Coalition Support to Partner Forces

Index of
Sworn Statements :

C1 BG Richardson Sworn Statement April2017
: BG Richardson Sworn Statement April 2017

C2: b)( 3 ) (b )(6 ) Sworn Statement April 2017
C3 { ,( Statement ; 3 April 2017
Reports and Strike CellProducts
C4: ( 17 March 2017 TF FALCON SITREP
C5 CJFLCC-OIR Human Intelligence Reports

: 7 March 2017 Strike Video - ISIS Civilian Herding (compact disc)
March 2017 Enemy SITEMP

West Mosul Call for Fire Zones
West Mosul Engagements with mIRC Logs

C10: Scheme of Maneuver with Strikes timeline_17 March 2017
Pre -strike Imagery of BLDG4250.10 Created Post incident)

C12: BLDG4250.10 Line of Sight Analysis
Logs - Op EAGLE VALLEY, Op RAIDER TF Falcon, 1712 Fires Coord

Post IncidentReports & Assessments :
C14: BLDG4250.10 Lineof Sight Analysis & compact disc
C15: Engagement4250.10 Display Readout & compact disc
C16: Engagement 4250.10 Mission Report
C17: 30 March 2017 BLDG 4250.10 Post-Blast Site Exploitation
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,

C18 ATO FX Engagement4250.10 Attack Analysis

C19 JTCG /ME Mosul; 17 March 2017 CIVCAS Incident RefinedAnalysis

C20: USACE ERDC Assessment of 17 March2017 Engagement Damage

Post-blast ChemicalAnalysis_16 April 2017 EOD Assessment
C22: ISIS Exploitation of HumanCapital

: 18 April 2017 End of Mission Report_02 May 2017
: StructuralAssessment of BLDG4250.10with Imagery

Index of SHIREL NOFORN TO USA,
: (SHNOFORA Mail Implementation of CDE Delayed-Fuse Cratering 27 April

2017

D2: (SH REL , Report - Mitigation Analysis for Buried GBU
31 and GBU-38 Weapons February 2017
D3: (SHRELTO USA , Weaponeering Analysis 14 April 2017
D4: )Precision Guided Munitions Mitigation Table

**Disclaimer : any reference to Collateral Damage Estimation ( CDE) or Collateral

Damage Estimation Methodology (CDEM ) in these Exhibits is for investigative
purposes only. No formal CDEM was required, nor was one conducted , aspart of
Engagement 4250.10.
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ARMY REGULATION 15-6 INVESTIGATION

Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident
al Jadidah District, Mosul, Iraq

17 March 2017

Overall Classificationof the Investigation:
SECRETIINOFORN

All SEGRETHNOFORN documents are contained in Binder D.

Overall Classification of this Binder:

USA,
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REPORTOF PROCEEDINGSBYINVESTIGATINGOFFICER
Note. Completedforms may containpersonallyidentifiableinformationand require handlingas set forth 340-21.

For use of this form , the proponent agency is OTJAG.
MORE SPACE IS REQUIRED INFILLING OUT ANY PORTIONOF THIS FORM , ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEETS

SECTION - APPOINTMENT

Appointed by MAJORGENERAL JOSEPH M.MARTIN , COMMANDING GENERAL, CJFLCC -OIR &
Appointingauthority)

20170328 ( enclosura ofappointmentor summaryoforalappointmentdata. para 3-15, AR 15-6.
(Date)

SECTION II - TIMELINE

on

1. The investigation ) commenced UNION BAGHDAD , IRAQ at 2000
(Place) ( Time)

on 20170328

(Dale

2. The investigatingofficer fnishedgatheringhearing evidencea 2000 20170413 andcompleted
(Timo) ( )

and recommendations at 1820 20170506
( Time) (Date)

SECTION CHECKLIST FOR PROCEEDINGS
A.COMPLETEINALL CASES YES NO1
1. Enclosures (para 3-13, AR 15-6 )

Are the enclosed and numbered consecutively with numerals : (Attached in order
a. The memorandum of appointment?

other written communications to or from the appointing authority ?
Act Statements (Certificate, provided orally ?

. Explanation by the investigating officer of unusual delays, difficulties, irregularities, or other problems encountered ( , absenceof material

e Any other significant papers (other than evidence) relating to administrativeaspects of the investigation?
f . An ExecutiveSummary, Indexof Exhibits Chronologyof the investigationand lists of allpersons interviewedand evidence gathered.

(Complex, serious and /or highprofile cases) ?

Exhibits (para3-14. AR 15-6)
a Are al items offered (whether or not received) or considered as evidence individually numbered or as exhibits and attachedto this report?

index of allexhibits offered to or considered by investigatingofficer attachedbefore the first exhibit ?
the testimony / statement of each witness been recordedverbatim been reduced to writtenfor and attached as an exhibit

d . Are copies, descriptions, or depictions ( substituted for realordocumentary evidence) properly authenticatedand is the location ofthe original evidence indicated ?
.Are descriptions or diagrams included of locations visited by the investigating officer (Appendix C - 3 AR 15-6)

eachwritten attached as an exhibit and iseach oralstipulation either reduced to writing and made an exhibitor
recorded ?

FOOTNOTES: 1 negativeanswerson an attachedsheet.
2 of N / A column construtes a positive representation the circumstances described in the question did occur in this investigation

PREVIOUSEDITIONSAREOBSOLETEDA FORM1574-1 APR 2016
USCENTCOM 17-0529and17-0625 056 03/18/2019

Page 1 of 4



SECTIONIV FINDINGS(para 3-10 AR 15-6)
The investigating officer) having carefully considered the evidence finds: paragraph should be one conclusion based on the
evidencegatheredduring investigation. Thesefindingsshouldprovideanswersto eachquestionposedby the appointingauthorityin the
appointmentmemorandum The evidence supportseach findingmustbecited.

SEE ATTACHED FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONSMEMORANDUM, DATED 6 MAY 2017.

DA FORM 1574-1, APR 2016
USCENTCOM and 17-0625 057 03/18/2019
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SECTION V RECOMMENDATIONS ( para 3-11, AR )
Inview of the above findings the investigatingofficer recommends : paragraph should be one recommendation based on the findings
in Section . Address what actions, if any , should be taken with rogard to the individuais involved, the unit leadership, and any steps that

be taken to prevent the occurrence in the future . Recommendations do not need to be adverse or punitive. For example, tho
investigation results can be used as a training tool

SEEATTACHEDFINDINGSAND RECOMMENDATIONSMEMORANDUM, DATED MAY 2017.

DA FORM1574-1, APR2016
USCENTCOMFOIAs 17-0529and 17-0625 058 03/18/2019
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SECTION (para3-15, AR 15-6)
THIS REPORTOF PROCEEDINGS IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE .

MATTHEW ISLER, BRIG GEN . U.S.AIRFORCE
Invostigating )

SECTION BY APPROVING AUTHORITY ( AR 15-6)
The findings and recommendationsof officer) are :
a) Approved

b) Approved with the following modifications SEE
(1) Thefollowingfindingsof fact are added /deleted:

(2) Thefollowing of fact are modified as follows.

( 3 The following recommendations are added / deleted:

(4 ) The following recommendations are modified as follows :

(5) Theactionrecommendedinrecommendation hasbeen accomplished by

(6) Recommendation( s)

furnishedto

is not appropriate for actionby command: however, a copy of this investigation being

for such

actionasdeemed appropriate.

c) Disapproved.

) The report incomplete) (ambiguous) ( ) and or specify deficiency)with respectto

It is therefore , hereby returned to tha corrective action as follows

JOSEPH M. MARTIN

MajoGeneral, U.S.Army

MAY

DA FORM 15741, APR 2016
USCENTCOM 17-0529and 17-0625
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USA ,

OF
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

HEADQUARTERS , COMBINED JOINT FORCES LAND COMPONENT COMMAND
OPERATION INHERENT RESOLVE & 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION

UNIONIII, BAGHDADIRAQ
APO AE 09348

MAY
IRIZ-CO Date:

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT : Attachment to DA Form Section VII Action by the Approving
Authority ,Army Regulation (AR ) 15-6 Investigation into the Alleged Mass Civilian
Casualty (CIVCAS ) Incident in al Jadidah District , Mosul, on 17 March 2017

1. ( U reviewed the findings and recommendations of the
(10) , and approve the findings as submitted

Officer

2. USA,MESF) I makethe following additionalfindings:

Approved
for

( 1
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SECRETIREL MESF

IRIZ-CO

SUBJECT : Attachment to DA Form 1574-1 Section VII Action by the Approving
Authority, Army Regulation (AR ) 15-6 Investigation into the Alleged Mass Civilian
Casualty ( CIVCAS ) Incident in al Jadidah District, Mosul , on 17 March 2017

( USA, MESF) intend to recommendto the CJTF-OIR and
CENTCOMcommandersthat the current ROE remain in effect.

4. ( U ) The point of contact for this memorandumisthe Office of the Staff Judge
Advocate, CJFLCC-OIR & , at DSN ( b 6 )

JOSEPH M. MARTIN

General U.S. Army
Commanding

Approved
for

2

USA,MESF
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USA,MESE

DEFE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
HEADQUARTERS, COMBINED JOINT FORCES LAND COMPONENT COMMAND

OPERATION INHERENT RESOLVE & 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
UNION BAGHDAD , IRAQ

APO AE 09348

IRIZ CO MAY
Date

MEMORANDUMTHRU Commander Combined Joint Task Force- Operation Inherent
Resolve, Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, APO AE 09306

FOR Commander , United States Central Command , 7115 South Boundary Boulevard
MacDill Air Force Base , Florida

(U) SUBJECT: Request for Assistance to Establish a Civilian Casualty Assessment
Task Force

1. ( Purpose. To request assistance to establisha dedicated civilian casualty
( CIVCAS) task force to assess potential CIVCASfrom Coalitionforce strikes during the
West Mosuloffensive.

2. ( Request request manpowerand other necessaryresourcesto stand up
a dedicatedcivilian casualty assessmentteam for the purpose of reviewingand
assessingoutstanding, current, and future CIVCAS allegationsagainstCoalitionForces
resultingfrom the West Mosul Offensive.

3. ( SHMESF) Justification

a . ( The investigatingofficer of theArmy Regulation15-6 Investigationinto
the 17 March2017 massciviliancasualtyallegationrecommendeda dedicatedteam to
conduct an expanded -up preliminary inquiry overlayingcivilian remains
recoveredby the IraqiCivil Defenseforce with Coalition Force strike data. Duringthe
course of his investigation, the learnedthat the MosulCivil Defenseunit had
conductedmany civilian casualty excavationsin West Mosul. The head of the Civil
Defense could not say which force caused the civilian casualties.

b . Given our commitment to be transparent about Coalition Force-caused
CIVCAS and the high number of engagements conducted on behalf of our Iraqi
partners, I believe the recommendation has significant merit. This task force could
also be directed to assess current and future Mosul CIVCAS allegations arising from
social media reporting.

C. ( ) The CJFLCC- OIR is currently resourced to fight the current fight
Though the number of confirmed CIVCAS in proportion to the total Coalition
engagements is low , the allegations and potential for CIVCAS warrant a full -time team
to assess the credibility of CIVCAS allegations from the West Mosul offensive . The

USCENTCOMFOIAs 17-0529and 17-0625 062 03/18/2019



SECRETIREL

IRIZ- CO

SUBJECT : Request for Assistance to Establish a Civilian Casualty Assessment Task
Force

CJFLCC- OIR does not have the resources to adequately conduct this mission while
remaining focused on the counter - ISIS fight.

4. SHMESF) Summary . Based on the above, I requestCENTCOM'sassistance in
resourcinga dedicated CIVCASassessmentresponseteam .

5. ( U The point of contact for this memorandum is the Staff Judge Advocate at
b ) ( 6 )

Approved
for

2
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ARMY REGULATION 15-6 INVESTIGATION

Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident
al Jadidah District, Mosul Iraq

17 March 2017

OverallClassification of the Investigation:
SECRETINOFORA

AlldocumentsareAll are contained in Binder

of this Binder:
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ARMY REGULATION15-6 INVESTIGATION
Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident

al Jadidah District, Mosul, Iraq
17 March 2017

Overall Classification of the Investigation:
SECRETINOFORN

All SECRETINOFORN documents are contained in Binder D.

Overall Classification of this Binder

USA , FVEY
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UNCLASSIFIED

ARMY REGULATION 15-6 INVESTIGATION
Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident

al Jadidah District, Mosul, Iraq
17 March 2017

List of Enclosures

A. How many civilian deaths are estimated ? What is the source of those estimated
CIVCAS numbers?

B. How many deaths are attributed to US CF strikes , CTS , or ISIS? What was the
cause of death?

What ISIS tactics, techniques, and procedures (TTPs) are responsible for (
factored into the CIVCAS ? Are these new TTPs ?

D. How many U.S./Coalition strikes took place on the date in question ? What were the
locations of those strikes ?

E. What was the target of those strikes ?
F. Who requested the strikes ?

G. Who authorized the engagements , both for the U.S. and for the Government of Iraq?
What facts were known by Command Joint Operations Center -Erbil (CJOC-E) and
the Target EngagementAuthority (TEA) at the time of strike ?
What was the basis for positive identification (PID)?

J. Underwhat provision of the rules of engagement (ROE) were the fires conducted ?
K. What was the battle damage assessment (BDA) and/or collateral damage, if any?

Please note whether full motion video (FMV) is available to Coalition Forces at the
time of the strike (s)?

L. Did any changes to the Rules of Engagement (ROE) or the Combined Joint Task
Force-Operations InherentResolve (CJTF -OIR ) Tactical Directive# 1 factor intothis
incident? Ifso what was the impact?

M. Al Jadidah CIVCAS Investigation Brief

UNCLASSIFIED / USE
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SECRETIREL TOUSA,

Enclosure A
IRIZ-DCA

19April 2017

( UHFOVO QUESTION A : How many civiliandeaths are estimated ? What is the source
of those estimatedCIVCAS numbers?

(

2. ( U Findings . A preponderance of the evidence gathered during the course
of the investigation supports the following:

a . ( Media Reporting. While initial media reporting indicated upwards of
200 civilian casualties, more accurate follow -on reportingestimatesbetween 101 and
137 civilian casualties were sustainedas a resultof engagement that struck BLDG
4250.10 (ExhibitsA6, A7 , & A8)

( 1 ) ( The first open source article published by Rudaw on 23 March

2017 stated that at least 200 people were killed in the Mosul al Jadidah district (Exhibit

). The article estimates that approximately 130 were in one house and 100 inanother
(Exhibit ).

( b ) (6 )

(2 ) ( U An article from Human Rights Watch an international

humanitarian organization, indicated that international outlets originally reported 200

casualties (Exhibit A5 ) . However, when Combined Joint Forces Land Component

Command-Operation Resolve Public Affairs Office ( - OIR PAO ) and
interviewed she

confirmed that follow -on reports indicated that there were 140 people in the house, with
36 people unaccounted for, and four killed in the adjacent house . (Exhibit A5 )

3 ) ( CJFLCC - OIR PAO reviewed over 50 articles and compiled details
on reported casualty numbers and tactics used ( Exhibits & ) . The range for
casualties is 101-137 ( Exhibits A2, B5, & B8). There were 11 outlier reports
contain higher estimates ranging between civilian casualties ( Exhibit A7 )

SEERETIREL ,
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,

Enclosure A

. ( U // IraqiCivilDefense Site Excavation.

( 1)1.4a, ( b ) (6 )

( OtherWitness Testimony

Approved
for
(b 1 , b 6 )

( b ) 1)

2

SECRETIREL TOUSA MESE
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,

Enclosure B

IRIZ- DCA

25 April 2017

( U / Question B How many deaths are attributed to US/CF strikes, CTS,
ISIS? What was the cause of death ?

(b ) 1 1.4a ( b )

2. ( U . A preponderanceof the evidence gatheredduringthe course
of the investigationsupports the following

Release
(b , ( b 1 ) 1.4c

(b)( 1) 1.4a, ( b 1 1.4g

( b )( 1

TO USA,
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USA,

Enclosure B

( b )( 1) Release
(3) (U assessmentis supported by an on-scene explosives post

blast assessment, which identified significant cratering and arc damage to the rear of
the structure. This cratering and arc damage was too large to be attributed solely to the
coalition munition. Furthermore, testing of solvent samples of explosive residue from
multiple areas at the site identified explosive residue not attributable to the Coalition
munition (Exhibit C5).

(a ) ( U ) Significant blast effects to the rear of the structure are evidenced

by a large arc ofdamage nearly 30 feet wide, visible in the 30-inch thick composite
concrete wall in the south of BLDG 4250.10. This wall experienced a significant blast
wave, which pushed the concrete back two to three inches, and in the center completely
pulverized the concrete wall (Exhibits C . The USACE analysis confirmed the
explosives in the GBU- 38 alone were not enough to have caused such damage.
Additionally, the shape and location of the arc damage supports a blast epicenter in the
rear, centerline of BLDG 4250.10 at an approximate elevation of the second floor
(Exhibits C19–21). This arc damage and causal epicenter is significantly displaced from

2

SECRET I REL TO USA
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TO

EnclosureB

the estimated detonation location of the GBU-38 in the roof of the northern portion of
BLDG 4250.10

(b ( 1)1.4a, ( b 1 )

Approved
Release

( b

3

,
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Pages89through91redactedforthefollowingreasons:(

b )( 1 ) 1.4a

(

b )( 1 ) 1.4a, (b ) 1 ) 1.4g, (b )(6 )
( b ) ( 1 ) 1.4a , ( b )( 6 )

Approved
forRelease



SECRETIRELTOUSA,

Enclosure C

IRIZ- DCA

19 April 2017

( U Question 3: What ISIS tactics, techniques, and procedures ( TTPs) are
responsiblefor (or factored into the CIVCAS? Are these new TTPs

1. ( U Historical reporting indicates that ISIS has used civilians in West
Mosulas human shields to deter airstrikes More recently, ISIS has started forcing
civilians into structures before engaging Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) from the same
building in order to provoke Coalition Force ( CF) airstrikes. has adopted this tactic,
"CIVCAS entrapment" to cause civilian casualties and discreditCF and ISF

2. ( Facts.

a. The intelligencereports below outline current ISISTTPs in regards to the use of
CIVCAS entrapment (ExhibitC6) to discreditthe Coalition . These intelligence reports
were collected in Februaryand March2017

Approved
for

( b )( 1)

SECRETIREL TOUSA, FVEY
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SECRETIREL TOUSA

Enclosure C

(bX1

b. (UHFOUO ISISfighters knew BLDG 4250.10 was being used as a civilian shelter
(Exhibit ). They interacted with its inhabitants , and told the owner of the adjacent
home to the area the night prior to the CTS attack ( Exhibit B8)

(b 1)

3. ( U / ) Analysis. A preponderance of the evidence gathered during the course
of the investigation indicates that ISIS's TTPs and treatment of the civilian population
illustrate a steady evolution in brutality .

( b )

2

USA,
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( b ) ( 1 ) 1.4c
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Enclosure D

IRIZ -DCA

19 April 2017

( Question D : How many U.S./Coalitionstrikes took placeon the date in
question? Whatwere the locationsof those strikes?

1. ( U ) Conclusion Coalition forces, operating out of the Combined Joint

Operations Center - Erbil (CJOC-E ), conducted four strikes consisting of 81
engagements in and around West Mosul on 17 March 2017. Twelve of the81

engagements, to include Strike RC4250 Engagement 10 ( RC4250.10) occurred on the
eastern side of Sector B.19 in the al Jadidah district.

2. ( Findings. A preponderance of the evidence collected during the course
of the investigation supports the following :

Approved
for

(b ) 1)

1
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FVEY

Enclosure E

IRIZ-DCA
19 April 2017

( U // ) Question E: What was the target of those engagements?

1. ( Conclusion. The Joint Operations Center - Erbil (CJOC-E )
engagements conducted on 17 March2017 targeted ISIS fighters, ISIS defensive

fighting positions (DFPs), and ISIS mortar positions. The Coalition also provided
defensive fires in support of the schemeof maneuver of Security Forces (ISF) and
Counter Terrorism Service (CTS) on 17 March 2017. Strike RC4520, Engagement 10
(RC4250.10) , targeted two ISIS snipers located on the second story of a residential
structure being used as a defensivefighting position.

2. ( U / Facts. A preponderance of the evidence gathered during the course of the
investigation supports the following:

Approved
for

(b 1)

TO USA, FVEY
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Enclosure E

( b )( 1 ) 1.4a

Approved
for

2

SECRETIREL TOUSA,
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SEGRETIREL TO USA , EVEY

Enclosure F

IRIZ-DCA
19 April 2017

( U // Question F Who requested the engagements ?

1. ( Conclusion Iraqi CounterTerrorismService (CTS) personnelrequested
all 12 engagementsconductedwithin in the al Jadidahdistrict on 17 March2017. CTS

on -scene personnel, with direct line-of-sight observationof two ISISfighters occupying
a defensivefightingposition (DFP) , requestedStrike RC4250, Engagement10
(RC4250.10 The requestwas appropriatelyrouted throughthe CTS Battalion
Commanderto the CTS Task Force(TF) Commander The CTS Task Force 2 (TF-2 )
Commanderthen requested through the Coalition Advise and Assist ( A & A )
LiaisonOfficer (LNO) , that the CombinedJoint OperationsCenter - Erbil (CJOC-E )
executethe strike request.

2. ( / Findings. A preponderance of the evidence collected during the course
of the investigation supports the following:

Approved
for

( ) ( 1)
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USA, MESF

Enclosure G

IRIZ -DCA

19April 2017

( U QuestionG Who authorizedthe engagements, both for the U.S.and for the
Governmentof Iraq?

1. ( ) BLUF. A U.S./CoalitionTarget EngagementAuthority (TEA) and a
Governmentof Iraq (Gol) Officialauthorizedeachengagementprosecutedthrough the
CombinedJointOperations Center - Erbil(CJOC- E) on 17March2017. Brigadier
GeneralJohn Richardsonand authorizedStrike
RC4250, Engagement10 (RC4250.10).

( b

2. (U ) Findings. A preponderanceof the evidence gatheredduringthe courseof the
investigationsupportsthe following:

Aproved
SEERETIREL TO USA
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USA

EnclosureH

IRIZ- DCA

19 April 2017

( U ) Question H: What facts were known by Combined Joint Operations

Center - Erbil (CJOC- E) and the Target Engagement Authority ( TEA) at the time of the
strike ?

(b )( 1)

2. ( U / FOUO Findings. A preponderance of the evidence collected during the course
of the investigation supports the following:

Approved
for

(b 1

SECRETIIRELTO USA.
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Enclosure H

( b ) ( 1) 1.4a

Approved
forRelease

2
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SECRETIREL

Enclosure

IRIZ- DCA
19 April 2017

( Question was the basis for positive identification (PID)?

(

2. (U) Facts.

Approved
for

( b )( 1)

,
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b )( 1 ) 1.4a
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FVEY

Enclosure

( b ) ( 1)1.4a

Approved
forRelease

3
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SERGRETIREL ,

Enclosure

IRIZ DCA

25 April 2017

( U // Question J Underwhat provisionof the rules of engagement(ROE) were
the fires conducted ?

(b 1) Release
a. ( U Principles. The ROE requires that , commanders will ensure

that military operations are conducted in accordance with the law of war, or law of
armed conflict (LOAC ) principles of military necessity proportionality, distinction and
unnecessary suffering" (Exhibit B21) .

( 1 ) (U / Military Necessity. Military necessityrequires that offensive
military action is directed only toward military objectives. A military objective is defined
as an object which, by its nature, location, use or purpose, makes an effective
contributionto military action and whosetotalor partialdestruction, capture or
neutralizationwould offer a definite military advantage ( See Protocol ( ) Additional to the
Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, and Relatingto the Protectionof Victimsof
InternationalArmed Conflicts, June 8, 1977 Article 52(2 ) .

(2 ) ( ) Proportionality. The principleof proportionalityrequiresthat
anticipatedcollateraldamageis notexcessive in relationto the anticipatedmilitary
advantagegained. The principleof proportionalityrequires that combatantsmusttake
feasible precautionsin planningand conductingattacks to reducethe risk of harmto
civilians and other protected persons and objects protectedfrom being madethe object
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Enclosure J

of attack. (See generally, Department of Defense Law of War Manual, June 2015
(Updated December 2016) sections 5.10.2.1-3).

(3 ) ( Distinction. The principle of distinction requires that military
personnel distinguish between civilian objects , which are protected and may not be
subjected to attack , and military objectives, which may be attacked in accordance with
other LOAC provisions.

(4 ) ( U Unnecessary Suffering. This principle requires military forces to
avoid inflicting gratuitous violence on the enemy .

b . ( USCENTCOM ROE

Approved
forRele

( b ) (1

2

SERCRETIREL USA
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( b ) ( 1 ) 1.4a, ( ) ( 1 ) 1.4g
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forRelease



SECRETIREL TOUSA , FVEX

Enclosure K

IRIZ -DCA

19April 2017

(UI ) Question K : What was the battle damage assessment ( BDA) and/or
collateral damage, if any? Please note whether fullmotion video (FMV) is available to
Coalition Forces at the time of the strike(s )?

( b ) 1) 1.4a

2. ( U // Findings. A preponderanceofthe evidencegatheredduring the course of
the investigation supports the following.

Approved
for

( (1 , (

SEGRETIREL TO USA , FVEY
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:

( b )( 1 ) , (b )( 1 ) 1.4g
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SECRETIREL ,

Enclosure L

IRIZ -DCA

17 April 2017

( U Question L Did any changes to the Rulesof Engagement(ROE) or the

Combined JointTask Force Operations Resolve (CJTF-OIR) Tactical Directive
# 1 factor into this incident? Ifso what was the impact?

Approved
Release

,
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OF

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
COMBINED JOINT FORCES LAND COMPONENT COMMAND

OPERATION INHERENT RESOLVE
CAMP UNION . BAGHDAD , IRAQ

APO, AE 09348

IRIZ -DCG - A 01 April 2017

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

SUBJECT: Al-Jadida Investigation

To (b ) 6 )

Combined Joint Force Land Component Command- Operation Inherent Resolve
(CJFLCC-OIR) is currently undertaking an investigation into the events of Mar 17, 2017
in the Al Jadida neighborhood ofWest Mosul.

As part of the ongoing investigation, we are seeking information from credible sources
regarding the incident, including eye witness testimonies , notes taken and imagery
either shot or filmed. Any informationthat you have in these matters is greatly
encouraged as it will help us in establishing the facts of the incident

If you have any information to assist this investigation , please contact the CJFLCC
Public Affairs Office at:

) 6 )
( b ( 6 )

Yours Sincerely,

Approved
MATTHEW
Brigadier General, USA
DeputyCommanding
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DEPARTMENTOFTHE ARMY
COMBINEDJOINT FORCESLANDCOMPONENTCOMMAND

OPERATION INHERENT RESOLVE
CAMP UNION III , BAGHDAD, IRAQ

APO 09348
STATES

IRIZ -DCG - A 03 April 2017

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

SUBJECT Jadida Investigation

�� (

Combined Joint ForceLand ComponentCommand- Operation Inherent Resolve
(CJFLCC-OIR) is currently undertaking an investigation into the events of Mar 17, 2017
in the Al Jadida neighborhoodof WestMosul.

As of the ongoing investigation, we are seeking informationfrom credible sources
regarding the incident includingeye witness testimonies, notestaken and imagery
eithershot or filmed. Any informationthat you have in these matters is greatly
encouraged as it willhelp us in establishing the facts of the incident.

Ifyou have any information to assist this investigation, please contact the CJFLCC
Directorate ofCivil-Military AffairsOffice at ( ) or mobile

(b )(6 )

Yours Sincerely

Approved yo
MATTHEWC / ISLER
Brigadier General, USA
Deputy CommandingAir
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
COMBINED JOINT FORCES LAND COMPONENT COMMAND

OPERATIONINHERENTRESOLVE
CAMPUNION BAGHDAD

APO 09348
UNIT

IRIZ -DCG A 03 April 2017

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

SUBJECT: Al Jadida Investigation

�� ( )

Combined Joint Force Land Component Command - Operation Inherent Resolve
( - OIR) is currently undertaking an investigation into the events of Mar 17, 2017
in the Al Jadida neighborhood of West Mosul.

As part of the ongoing investigation, we are seeking information from credible sources
regarding the incident including eye witness testimonies, notes taken and imagery
either shot or filmed Any information that you have in these matters is greatly
encouraged as it will help us in establishing the facts of the incident.

If you have any information to assist this investigation, please contact the CJFLCC
Directorate ofCivil-Military Affairs Office at: (b ) 3) ) 6 ) mobile

( 6)

Yours Sincerely

Approved
MATTHEW C.
Brigadier General, USA
Deputy Commanding
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DEFENSA DEPARTMENTOFTHEARMY
COMBINEDJOINT FORCESLANDCOMPONENTCOMMAND

OPERATIONINHERENTRESOLVE
CAMPUNIONIII BAGHDAD IRAQ

APO, AE 09348AMERICA

IRIZ -DCG - A 01 April 2017

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

SUBJECT Al- Jadida Investigation

To (

Combined Joint Force Land Component Command - Operation Inherent Resolve
(CJFLCC-OIR is currently undertaking an investigation into the events of Mar 17, 2017
in the Al-Jadida neighborhood ofWest Mosul.

As part of the ongoing investigation, we are seeking information from credible sources
regarding the incident, including eye witness testimonies, notes taken and imagery
either shot or filmed . Any information that you have in these matters is greatly
encouraged as it will help us in establishing the facts of the incident

If you have any information to assist this investigation , please contact the CJFLCC
Public Affairs Office at: ( ) )

( 6 )

Yours Sincerely

Approved
MATTHEW
BrigadierGeneral, USA
Deputy CommandingAir
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OF

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
COMBINED JOINT FORCES LAND COMPONENT COMMAND

OPERATIONINHERENTRESOLVE
CAMP UNION BAGHDAD,

APO AE 09348STATES

IRIZ- DCG-A 01 April 2017

REQUESTFOR INFORMATION

SUBJECT Al-Jadida Investigation

To ( b )( )

Combined Joint Force Land ComponentCommand- Operation Inherent Resolve
(CJFLCC-OIR) is currently undertakingan investigationinto the events of Mar 17, 2017
in theAl-Jadida neighborhoodofWest Mosul.

As part of the ongoing investigation , we are seeking information from credible sources
regarding the incident , including eye witness testimonies, notes taken and imagery
either shot or filmed . Any information that you have in these matters is greatly
encouraged as it will help us in establishing the facts of the incident

If you haveany informationto assist this investigation please contacttheCJFLCC
PublicAffairs Office at: ( 6 )

, b

Yours Sincerely

Approved
Y

MATTHEW ISLER
Brigadier General, USA
Deputy CommandingAir
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DEPARTMENTOF THE ARMY
COMBINED JOINT FORCES LAND COMPONENTCOMMAND

OPERATIONINHERENTRESOLVE
CAMPUNION III , BAGHDAD , IRAQ

APO AE 09348

IRIZ- DCG- A 01 April 2017

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

SUBJECT Al- Investigation

�� ( ) 6)

Combined Joint Force Land Component Command - Operation Inherent Resolve
(CJFLCC -OIR ) is currently undertaking an investigation into the events of Mar 17, 2017
in the Al-Jadida neighborhood of West Mosul.

As part of the ongoing investigation, we are seeking information from credible sources
regarding the incident , including eye witness testimonies, notes taken and imagery
either shot or filmed Any information that you have in these matters is greatly
encouraged as it willhelp us in establishing the facts of the incident

If you have any information to assist this investigation , please contact the CJFLCC
Public Affairs Office at

( b ) 6)

( b

Yours Sincerely

Approved
MATTHEWC ISLER
Brigadier General, USA
Deputy CommandingAir
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OF

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
COMBINED JOINT FORCES LAND COMPONENTCOMMAND

OPERATIONINHERENTRESOLVE
CAMPUNIONIII,

APO 09348DIAMERICA

IRIZ- DCG- A 01 April 2017

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

SUBJECT Al-Jadida Investigation

( b 6 )

Combined Joint Force Land Component Command - Operation Inherent Resolve
(CJFLCC-OIR) is currently undertaking an investigation into the events of Mar 17, 2017
in the Al Jadida neighborhood ofWest Mosul.

As part of the ongoing investigation , we are seeking information from credible sources
regarding the incident, including eye witness testimonies , notes taken and imagery
either shot or filmed . Any information that you have in these matters is greatly
encouraged as it will help us in establishing the facts of the incident

If you have any information to assist this investigation, please contactthe
Public Affairs Office at : ( (b)(6)

( b ) 6 )

Yours Sincerely

Approved
MATTHEWC. ISLER
BrigadierGeneral, USA
Deputy CommandingAir
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DEPARTMENTOF THE ARMY
COMBINEDJOINT FORCESLANDCOMPONENTCOMMAND

OPERATION INHERENT RESOLVE
CAMP UNION , BAGHDAD , IRAQ

APOAMERICA

IRIZ- DCG- A 01 April 2017

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

SUBJECT: Al-Jadida Investigation

To ( 6 )

Combined Joint Force Land ComponentCommand- Operation Inherent Resolve
(CJFLCC-OIR) is currently undertakingan investigationinto the events of Mar 17 2017
in theAl-Jadida neighborhoodof West Mosul.

As part of the ongoing investigation, we are seeking information from credible sources
regarding the incident, including eye witness testimonies, notes taken and imagery
either shot or filmed. Any information that you have in these matters is greatly
encouraged as itwillhelp us in establishing the facts of the incident

If you have any information to assist this investigation , please contact the CJFLCC
Public Affairs Office at: ( b

( )

Yours Sincerely

Approved
MATTHEW / C . ISLER
Brigadier General, USA
Deputy Commanding Air
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DEPARTMENTOF THEARMY
COMBINEDJOINT FORCESLANDCOMPONENTCOMMAND

OPERATIONINHERENTRESOLVE
CAMPUNION IRAQ

APO AE 09348

IRIZ-DCG-A 01 April 2017

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

SUBJECT Al-Jadida Investigation

�� ( )

Combined Joint Force LandComponentCommand- Operation Inherent Resolve
(CJFLCC-OIR) is currently undertakingan investigationintothe events of Mar 17 2017
in the Al Jadida neighborhoodofWest Mosul.

As part of the ongoing investigation, we are seeking information from credible sources
regarding the incident, including eye witness testimonies, notes taken and imagery
either shot or filmed. Any information that you have in these matters is greatly
encouraged as itwill help us in establishing the facts of the incident

Ifyou have any information to assist this investigation, please contactthe CJFLCC
Public Affairs Office at:

( 6 )

(b 6 )

Yours Sincerely Approved
MATTHEW C. ISLER
Brigadier General, USA
Deputy Commanding Air

USCENTCOM and 17-0625 12103/18/2019



(b (6 )

From :

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

(

Tuesday, April11, 2017 2:04 PM

( b ) ( 6 )

Al-JadidaInvestigation(UNCLASSIFIED)
( b ) ( 6 )

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

CLASSIFICATION UNCLASSIFIED

( )

I am writing to you in regards to a story we believe you were involved in detailing the events of Mar 17, 2017 inthe
Jadida neighbourhood of Mosul, Iraq. Thave attempted to get in touch via TheTimes however had had no reply have
attached a letter from Brig Gen Isler outlining a formal request for information for the Al-Jadida Investigation and would
greatly appreciate your participation, however I fully understand ifyou do not wish to do this.

Regards

( b ) (6 )

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

17

- EVIDENCE PER

1
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( b ( 6 )

From :

Sent:

To :

Subject:
Attachments

( b )( 6 )

Sunday , April 09 , 2017 9:28 PM

(b

FW : Al Jadida Investigation (UNCLASSIFIED)
(b )(6 )

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

CLASSIFICATION : UNCLASSIFIED

(

am reaching out to you on behalf of Brig. Gen.Matthew Isler (USAF) a further time to please request ifyou can help
with the Al Jadida, Mosul, Iraq Investigation by either providing information any informationabout the incidents of
March 17.All information, includingrequests such as these, will be documented for evidence and we would greatly
appreciate ifyou could aid us in establishing the facts of the incident.

Regards,

( )

( b ) 6 )

--OriginalMessage ----
From :

Sent: Saturday , April01, 2017 10:32 PM
To : ( b ) 6 )

Subject : AlJadida Investigation (UNCLASSIFIED )

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

(

I am writing to you in story you were covering on behalf of the Associated Press on Mar 23 detailing the events ofMar
17, 2017. have attached a letter from Brig Gen Isleroutlining a formal request for information for the Al Jadida
Investigation and would greatly appreciate your participation, however fully understand if you do not wish to do this.

Regards

( b

1
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( b )(6 )

( b 6 )

Wednesday, April 05 , 2017 1:59 PM

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

( b ( 6 )

[Non- Source Re Al Jadida Investigation (UNCLASSIFIED )

( b )(6)

Would be happy to speak. What is your time frame. I travelling until next Tuesday. If you need to speak before then,
let me know. Otherwise, anytime next week after then would be fine. I am based in New York.

Best

( b ) ( 6 )

On Apr 1 2017 3:15 PM . ( )

( b ) wrote:

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

( b (6 )

am writingto you in connectingwith the article you wrote for Airwars.orgon Mar 28 detailingthe eventsof
Mar 17 2017 have attached a letter from Brig Gen Isleroutlining a formal requestfor informationfor the Al - Jadida

Investigationandwould greatly appreciate your participation, however fully understand if you do not wish to do this

Regards,

CLASSIFICATION UNCLASSIFIED

1
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(b )(6)

From :

Sent:

To:

(b

Sunday, April02, 2017 4:21PM
( b ) 3 ) b ) 6 )

[ Non- Source] Re: Al Jadida Investigation (UNCLASSIFIED )Subject:

Hello ( b )

I've receivedyour email and I will respondintime.

Regards,

(b) (6 )

forRelease
( b (6 )

( ) 6 )On Sun, Apr 2, 2017 at 2:19 PM
<mailto (b ) (6) wrote :

CLASSIFICATION : UNCLASSIFIED

1
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( b ) ( 6 )

I am writing to you in connecting with the article you wrote for Rudaw on Mar 23 detailingthe eventsofMar
17, 2017. I have attached a letterfrom Brig Gen Isleroutlining a formal request for information for the Al-Jadida

Investigationand would greatly appreciate your participation, however I fully understand ifyou do not wish to do this.

Regards

( b )

( b ) 6 )

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

Approved
for

2
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( b ) 6 )

(From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Thursday, April 06 , 2017 2:39 AM

(b

[Non- Source Re Jadida Investigation(UNCLASSIFIED)

Hi ( b 6 )

Thank you for contacting me, but as a news photographer for the Los AngelesTimes , I am unable to participate in your
investigation. Our publishedwork containsour reporting on the incident. Ifyou have anyquestions, you may contact
Times Deputy Managing Editor ( b)(6)

Respectfully,

( b 6 )

Sent on the run, please excuse any typos .

(bOn Apr 2, 2017 , at 10:13 AM

<mailto ( )

CLASSIFICATION : UNCLASSIFIED

( )

I am writing to you in connection with a story you were covering detailing the events of Mar 17, 2017. I have
attached a letter from Brig Gen Isler outlining a formal request for information for the Al-Jadida Investigation and would
greatly appreciate your participation , however understand if you do not wish todo this.

Regards,

(b (6 )

1
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( b )(6 )

( ) (6 )From :

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Saturday April 01, 2017 11:41 PM
( 6 )

[ Non- Source Re: Al Jadida Investigation (UNCLASSIFIED

�� ( b 6 )

I'm afraid the Post'spolicy forbidsus fromassisting in investigationsrelatingto ournewsgatheringand reportingso
can't really helpon this.

Best

( b (6)

Sent from my iPhone

> On 1 Apr 2017, at 22:18, ( b ( 6 ) wrote :

> CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
>

( b ( 6 )

> writing to you in connecting with a story you were covering for the Washington Post on Mar 25 detailing the
events of Mar 17, 2017. I have attached a letter from Brig Gen outlining a formal request for information for the Al
Jadida Investigation and would greatly appreciate your participation , however fully understand if you do not wish to do
this .
>

> Regards,

1
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( b ) ( 6 )

( b) 6 )Isler, Matthew Brig Gen USAF ( US)

Thursday, April 13, 2017 10:47 PM
From:
Sent:

To :

Subject:

(b (6 )

FW [Non - Source Re: Investigation of 17 March Strike (UNCLASSIFIED)

CLASSIFICATION : UNCLASSIFIED

A good engagement byl ( b

( ) 6 )

----Original Message
From

Sent: Thursday , April 13 , 2017 9:31AM

To , Matthew Brig Gen USAF ( US)
(US)

Subject: [Non- Source Re: Investigation of 17 March Strike (UNCLASSIFIED )

( b (6 )

(b )(6 )

All active links contained in this email were disabled Please verify the identity of the sender, and confirm the
authenticity ofall links contained within the message prior to copying and pasting the address to a Web browser.

Greetings . I would like to speak with Brig . Gen. Isler about the situation in Iraq ( had been looking forward to meeting
him in Baghdad ). But I can't speak about information related to the articles we have published , beyond what was
published . Everything I can say about what learned during reporting is contained in the articles.
I'd love to have a discussion , but it can't be about how I did my reporting, what learned and or how learned it.

Everything I can disclose I already have - in the articles .

a

( b 6 )

(b )(6 )

(b (6 )On Wed, Apr 12, 2017 at 11:10PM

wrote:
> CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

) 6)

> I'm reaching out to you on behalf of Brig Matthew Isler the investigating officer for the March 17 incident which
alleges that a Coalition strike caused civilian casualties . I noted your story alleges a large number --around 300, and in the
stories cites a number of sources, but in particular Civil Defense ( and apparent patients who were in the

1
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hospital after they say they were injured by Coalitionstrikes. It was unclear to me from your story if these injuries were
sustained March 17thor some other time .

> We would appreciate your help in contacting these potentialwitnesses if you remain in touch with some or all of
them . The reason for this is that the numbers reflected by ( your story are higherthanthe estimates we are
obtainingfrom the witnesses USAF Brig Gen Isler metwith. Weare trying to make sure that the investigation into the
March 17th incident is as comprehensive as possible, and that we are not missing evidence that you have observed. My
understanding is that Brig Gen Isler had reachedout to you via email, but following up in case you missed his notes.

> I look forward to speakingwith you.
>

> Best regards,
>

( b )

: UNCLASSIFIED

CLASSIFICATION UNCLASSIFIEDApproved
for

2
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(

(bIsler, Matthew Gen USAF (US)
Tuesday, April11, 2017 6:09 PM

From

Sent:

To

Subject:

( 6 )

FW : Outreach (UNCLASSIFIED )

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

Try #3

Original Message
From : Isler, Matthew Brig Gen USAF (US)
Sent : Tuesday , April 11, 2017 11:48 AM

Subject: Outreach (UNCLASSIFIED )

(b (6 )

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

( b )( 6 )

Brig Gen Matt Investigating Officer for Coalition Force investigation into the CIVCAS allegations surrounding 17 Mar

in Al Jedida neighborhood in Mosul, reaching out to you directly for a phone call for assistance. I've tried reaching out

via our Public Affairs channels twice , but have not been successful in establishing contact. I'msorry to have missed you
during your visit to Baghdad, and know that you had a good visit with ( b 6

I'm interested in better understanding the LA Times reported assessment on the total numbers of casualties in the area
associated with 17 May, and links to some testimony that we've not been able to independently assess. I would like to
discuss the breakdownof the "Nearly 300 " number in particular.

I'm very grateful for your consideration , and willset up a time that meets your schedule . VR, Matt

MATTHEW C. ISLER, Brig Gen, USAF

InvestigatingOfficer

Baghdad, Iraq

CLASSIFICATION : UNCLASSIFIED

CLASSIFICATION : UNCLASSIFIED
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( b (6)

( b 6 )Fram:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Monday, April 03, 2017 5:24 PM
(

[Non- Source Re: Al Jadida Investigation (UNCLASSIFIED )

Greetings. I will have to decline. Any information haveto share is inthe stories have written.

(

On Apr 2, 2017 12:16AM, (b)( 6 )

( b (6 ) wrote :

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

(b (6 )

I amwritingto you in connectingwith the articleyou wrote for the Times on Mar 24 detailing the events of
Mar 17, 2017. I haveattacheda letterfrom Brig Gen outlininga formal requestfor informationfor the Al Jadida
Investigationandwouldgreatly appreciate your participation, however I fullyunderstandifyou do not wish to do this

Regards,

( b ) ( 6 )

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
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15-6Al Jadida District

Investigation Executive Summary

082200c May 2017
(Enclosure M )

Type of Brief: X Information Decision Mission Staff

Purpose: Provide Commander with the facts and findings from the Al Jadida District
civilian casualty investigation , specifically regarding engagement RC4250
Engagement 10.

Overallclassificationof this brief is:

SECRETIREL TO USA, FVEY

SEGRETIREL TO USA,
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ARMY REGULATION 15-6 INVESTIGATION
Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident

al Jadidah District, Mosul, Iraq
17 March2017

Overall Classification of the Investigation:

All-SECRETINOFORN documents are contained in Binder D.

Overall Classification of this Binder:
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UNCLASSIFIED

ACRONYM LIST

A & A Advise and Assist

AR: Army Regulation

EKIA: Enemy in Action

ERDC: EngineerResearch and
Development Center

FLOT Forward Line of Troops

FMV : Full Motion Video

AWT Air Weapons Team

BDA: Battle Damage Assessment

BG: Brigadier General

BPC: Build Partner Capacity

CAS: Close Air Support
CD: Civil Defense

CDE Collateral Damage Estimate

CDEM: Collateral Damage Estimate
Methodology
CF: Coalition Forces

CIVCAS : Civilian Casualty

FOUO : For Official Use Only
FVEY: Five Eyes
GBU Guided Bomb Unit

GEOINT:Geographical Intelligence
GFC Ground Force Commander
Gol : Government of Iraq
GRG. Grid Reference Guide

HUMINT Human Intelligence

& : Inform and Influence Oeprations
IED: Improvised Explosive Device

IFAC . Iraqi Forward Air Controller
IMINT: Imagery Intelligence
IRKS : Inherent Resolve Kinetic Strike

ISF Iraqi Security Forces

ISIS : Islamic State of Iraq and ash
Sham

CIVPOL Civilian Pattern of Life

CJFLCC-OIR: Combined Joint Forces
Land Component Command-Operatio
Inherent Resolve

CJOC-E: Combined JointOperatio
Center-Erbil

CJSOTF- Combined Joint Special
Operations Task Force-

-OIR: Combined Joint Task Force
Operation Inherent Resolve

CTS CounterTerrorism Service
ISR: Intelligence Surveillance and
Reconnaissance

DFP: Defensive Fighting Position

DMPI: Desired Mean Point of Impact

JTAC: Joint Tactical Air Controller

LNO: Liason Officer

LOAC Law of Armed ConflictDOD: Departmentof Defense

DTRA DefenseThreat Reduction
Agency

MESF : Middle Eastern Security Forces

MGRS : Military Gride Reference System

UNCLASSIFIEDJFOR USE
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UNCLASSIFIEDHFOR

ACRONYM LIST

VBIED: Vehicle Born Improvised
Explosive Device

VISOB: Visual Observation

Internet Relay Chat

MOD: Ministry of Defense

OPINT: Operational Intelligence

OPORD: Operations Order

OSC: On-Scene Commander

PAO: Public Affairs Office

PETN: PentaerythritolTetranitrate

PID: Positive Identification

POI: Program of Instruction

PSAF Precision Small Arms Fire

PSSOF

ROE of Engagement
SIGINT: Signal Intelligence
SLTG : Staff Lieutenant General

: Staff Major General

SOTF-W Special Operations Task
Force-West

SROE Standing Rules of

TD1: Tactical Directive #1

TEA Target Engagement Authority

TF2 : Task Force 2

TTP Techniques and Procedures
UBE: Unknown Bulk Explosives

USACE United States Army Corps of
Engineers

USCENTCOM: United States Central
Command

UNCLASSIFIEDIFOR USE
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ARMY REGULATION15-6 INVESTIGATION

Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident
al Jadidah District, Mosul, Iraq

17 March 2017

Overall Classification:
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UNCLASSIFIEDIEOR USE ONLY

List ofUnclassified Exhibits

Interview

A1: Interview of (b)(6 )

Engineering Reports

A2: BLDG 4250.10 Floor Plan

A3: Initial Engineer Estimate of BLDG 4250.10
Media Reporting

A4: 23 March 2017 Rudaw Article

A5: 28 March 2017 Human RightsWatch Article
A6: 30 March 2017 RudawArticle

A7: CIVCAS Social Media Reporting

A8: al Jadidah District CIVCAS Articles
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DEPARTMENTOF THE ARMY
COMBINEDJOINTFORCESLANDCOMPONENTCOMMAND

OPERATION INHERENT RESOLVE
CAMP UNION . BAGHDAD IRAQ

APO , AE 09348

IRIZ -DCG - A 06 April 2017

MEMORANDUM OF RECORD

SUBJECT: Al Jadida Investigation ( (6) Interview 5 Apr 17

1. (U) Individuals Present:

Brig Gen.Matt Isler - Air CJFLCC -OIR

(b 6 )

( )

( b (6 )

2. (U) covered 3 neighborhoods in West Mosul, initially working with

FEDPOL forces. After witnessing much devastation and destruction, he switched to
reporting on the Golden Division (CTS).

(U) On the 17th Mar he was inAl-Jadida covering the CTS advance and civilians fleeing
the fighting . When speaking to the fleeing civilians, he was told of a series of large
explosions where civilians had trapped he was not aware of the size of the
incident at this point and did not investigate that day due to ongoing fighting.

(U On the 19th Mar he returned to the scene, however the Golden Division did not want
to allow him into the area. He bribed a local to sneak him to the location ofBuilding
4250.10 . There was a strong smell of dead bodies in the area clarifiedno
smell of fuel or explosives and many civilians had arrived with notebooks lookingfor

missing family members. He was led to 3 homes on the same block where the majority
of the casualties had occurred. He stopped at the biggest of the 3 houses Building
4250.10 which was destroyed with no bodiesvisible. Locals in the vicinity told him they
had seen a rocket/missile hit the biggest house. ( b (3) stated that Iraqi Forces
often called in airstrikes for a single ISIS fighter Clarifiedas own personalobservation,
not localresidents

(U Many people gathered around the site and explained their account of the incident.
An ISIS VBIED had explodednearby on another street clarifiedas one blocknorth at

the crossroads and after the airstrike the house had collapsed in on itself, with very
little rubble on the street. Residentswho arrived said there were no ISISmilitantsin
the house on that day. Childrenandwomen had been separated from men )

said this couldeitherbe becauseofISISor the fact that the neighborhoodwas very
conservative

(U) It is alleged that one man survived, badly injured and burnt and was taken away for

treatment. He later returned to find his family, however all locals were forced away from
the site by troops. ( ) had taken pictures and a video ofthe incident,

USCENTCOM 17-0529and17-0625 15803/18/2019



( ) )

however members of the Golden Division forced him to delete this evidence and he was

asked not to cover the story that day, prompting him to leave the area. Local residents
had also stated that people were still crying out under the rubble 2-3 days after the

incident

( noted the Golden Division had a much more safety conscious approach
to the lives of civilians than the FEDPOL he had previously worked with, however also
explained he felt the Iraqiforces were competing to claim the mostterritory [His own

observations. The Golden Division also remarked to ( ) ) that ifthe information

of this incident were leakedto the wider public the Americans would not support the

Iraqiforces with air strikes. He stated that his poster was now at Iraqi Forces

checkpoints with orders that he was not to be let into West Mosul.

(U The Civil Defence arrived days later and began excavating the scene with a
single Jackhammer. (b ) 6 ) on 22 Mar for his final report on the incident.
His first sight of the scene was of a single child , its arm hanging out of the rubble. Once
a concrete slab was removed, he remarked four men were laying, doubled up in the

fetal position very close together. None of the bodies he saw had burn marks or

charring. He did not notice any bodies outside the rubble [ in contrast to the Civil

Defence Report which stated charred ISIS fighter bodies were present). Residents
stated that the families had taken cover in the building because of its good structure,

however ISF on the scene stated ISIS had forced them into the building. The house
was a two story house and seemed to be two separate structures, both of solid build but
constructed at different times.

(U) At this point house was confirmed as Building 4250.10 through a hand drawn
map of the location corroborated by our picturesofthe site ] The ownerwas named as

( b ) 6) was uncertain about as a good
protector and provider with no links to ISIS.

(U) When asked about casualty figures, stated when he left that 61 bodies
had been removed from the bigger structure with more under the rubble . He
commented that locals had said there were 137 people trapped inside and that this did
not include children This was clarified three times as it is in contrast to all credible
casualty figures). Upon being asked if there were any ISIS bodies present, he replied
he had not seen any but that ISIS remove their dead during the night. Locals stated
ISIS fighters in the area were dressed in Khandahari ( Afghan clothing (indicating
possible foreign fighters

( U ) ( said the Iraqi Forces had told him there were snipers on the house , but
that the house did not have field of vision over where the Iraqiforces were [Note

( nomilitary training or experience nor had seen the vertical extent of the
house priorto the strike He also commented that during his time with the Golden
Division , they were careful about civilian casualties , did not deliberately give wrong
ordinates but were struggling with the exact location of snipers.

( b (6 )

(b (6 )

2
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(U) ( on an incident further North on the main street to the West of
the house, where an ISIS VBIED had detonated earlier inthe morning - at least 12
bodieswere removed by families and locals stated more still had to be found(

( clarified the area had sustained heavy fighting, which had also contributed to

civilian casualties this corroborates with the WarMedia Cell statement). The intense
fighting was taking place at the crossroads . ( ) showed us a video [Available on
Rudaw online of the fighting in the area , however none was of Building 4250.10 .

(U) His last comments were on FEDPOL and ERD's indiscriminate self-made rocket
attacks against certain areas and their setting fire to entire buildings (He showed us
pictures of fire -gutted buildings) He claimed the main part of Mosul has been destroyed

by militia police. He stated that where the Golden Division had fought there was hope
for life to return as in East Mosul - however the area was very dangerous for civilians at
the moment.

3. (U ) The point ofcontact for this memorandum is the undersigned at
( b ) 6 )

MATTHEW

Brigadier General, U.S. Air Force

Investigating Officer

Approved

3

USCENTCOM and 17-0625 160 03/18/2019



UNCLASSIFIED

BUILDING 4250.10 FLOOR PLAN

1. Summary: In a follow - on phone call ( the floor plans for

building4250.10. This provided the construction ofeach floor andthe dimensionsof rooms.

Approved
forRelease
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OF

SEGRETHREL USA , MESF
REQUEST # 66

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
HEADQUARTERS , COMBINED JOINT FORCES LAND COMPONENT COMMAND

OPERATION INHERENT RESOLVE & INFANTRY DIVISION
UNIONIII, BAGHDAD, IRAQ

APO 09348

IRIZ- DCA 6 May 2017

( MEMORANDUMFOR MGJoseph M. Martin, Commander, CombinedJoint
Forces Land ComponentCommand- Operation InherentResolve

( ) SUBJECT: Findings and Recommendations Army Regulation 15-6
Investigationof the Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident in the al JadidahDistrict,
City ofMosul, NinewahGovernate, on or about 17 March2017

as
(b

1. ( MESF) EXSUM: Coalition forces conducted Strike ( )( 1)1.4a
lunder Central Command USCENTCOM of

( ROE) ( b) ( 1

(b )(1 1.4a

(b ) 1 Coalitionforces and the CoalitionTarget

EngagementAuthority ( TEA) compliedwith all applicableprovisionsof the ROE and the
Lawof Armed Conflict (LOAC) .

a. (SHREL USA,MESF) On 17 March2017, two snipers engaged CTS soldiers
from a defensive fighting position in a residential buildingin the vicinity ofL (b)( 1 1.4a
(b)(1)1.4ain the Jadidah district of West Mosul. The TEA considered all evidence
reasonablyavailable to him and authorized fire supportto neutralizethe threat.
Unbeknownst to the TEA and the Combined Joint OperationsCenter – Erbil (CJOC-E),
over 100 civilianswere in the building(BLDG4250.10) . The strike killed the two snipers
and destroyedthe defensivefiring position.

b . (SHREL TO USA ,MESF) The evidence overwhelminglyshows that ISIS
emplaced a large amount of explosives in the structure which sympathetically
detonated . Weaponeering analysis , engineering analysis, and post-blast explosives
assessment concluded that the Coalition munition alone did not have the trajectory ,
fusing, or explosive content required to cause the resulting structural damage.
Additionally , the on - scene explosives post- blast assessment identified significant
cratering and arc damage to the rear of the structure too large to be attributed to the
Coalition munition , and explosive residue not attributable to the Coalition munition at
several areas around the site. The analysis of blast effects, structural damage ,
weaponeering , and explosive residues provide overwhelming evidence in the existence
of additional ISIS -emplaced explosives, which ultimately caused the building to rapidly
collapse. As a result , 105 civilians were killed 101 in BLDG 4250.10 , and four in an
adjacent house.

USA , MESF
USCENTCOMFOIA 18-0242L 1822 - 1/14/2019



TO MESF

IRIZ-DCA

SUBJECT: Findingsand Recommendations, Army Regulation (AR) 15-6 Investigation
of the Alleged Civilian MassCasualty Incident in the al Jadidah District, City of Mosul,
NinewahGovernate, on or about 17 March 2017

2. ( U / Background:

a. ( U Pursuantto Army Regulation ( AR ) 15-6, I was appointed as the

investigating officer for this investigation on 31 March 2017. had previously been
appointed to conduct a civilian casualty credibility assessment on this incident. As the

was charged with determining the facts and circumstances surrounding allegations
of a civilian casualty (CIVCAS) incident occurring on or about 17 March 2017 in the
Izdihar al Awwal district (hereinafter referred to as the alJadidah district) .

(b ) (6 )b . ( U ) The originalsource of theCIVCASallegationwas
a correspondentfor the Rudaw Media Network.

C. ( The incident in question occurred at approximately )1.4 , on or about
17 March 2017 in vicinity of (b)(1 1.4a located in the al Jadidah district of

West Mosul

3. ( Facts

a . ( U // ) On the morning of 17 March 2017, elements of CTS conducted an

attack north into the al Jadidah district of West Mosul CTS had maintained static

positions south of the al Jadidah district for two days ( 15–16 March 2017) due to
inclement weather. During this time, CTS did not observe any indicators of civilian

patterns of life (CIVPOL) in the al Jadidah district (Exhibit C1). Prior to the 17 March

2017 attack , the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) had established a series of

defensive positions within the residential structures of al Jadidah district and its environs

(Exhibit C5) . During the advance, CTS Soldiers reportedtwo ISIS fighters placing

effective precision small arms fire (PSAF) from the second floor of BLDG 4250.10,
former residential structure, located in vicinity of ( b )(1 1.4a

b . ( U ) CTS subsequently requested Coalition fire supportto eliminate the

threat in the structure in question . The CTS Task Force 1)1.4d Commander , ( b) 6)
( b )(6 ) approved the request and coordinated joint fires with the

Coalition Advise & Assist (A &A ) team (Exhibit B12) The Combined Joint Forces Land
Component Command - Operation Inherent Resolve (CJFLCC-OIR) CJOC- E

processed the fire request The CJOC-E TEA , BG John Richardson , approved the

engagement,which Coalition aircraft executed atapproximately March
2017 with a (b )(1 1.4a Exhibit B12) . After the munition

impacted the target, BLDG 4250.10 collapsed.

C. ( U FOVO) Personnelfrom Civil Defense( CD) and Mosul CD (the regional
unit underthe national IraqiCD) immediatelyrespondedto the locationand attempted

2
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SECRETIREL USA ,

IRIZ- DCA
SUBJECT: Findingsand Recommendations, Army Regulation (AR) 15-6 Investigation
of the Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident in the al Jadidah District, City of Mosul,
Ninewah Governate, on or about 17 March 2017

to locate and recover civilians trapped in the collapsed structure. However, ISIS
activity, including indirect and small arms fire that continued to target the al Jadidah
district, thwarted Iraqi CD's response efforts. Iraqi CD personnel were unable to return
to the scene of the strike 22 March 2017 (Exhibits B5 & B6)

d (U // (b (6) a correspondentfor the Rudaw Media Group who

was covering the CTS advance, visited the site of the engagementon 17, 19, and 22

March 2017. During this period of time he observed and documented civilian casualties
in the al Jadidah district as well as the excavationof BLDG4250.10 by IraqiCD. In his
23 March2017 report published on the Rudaw English website , (b)(6 ) stated that

at least 200 civilians had beenkilledbyCoalition airstrikes in al Jadidah district, with

approximately 130 deaths occurring in a single house (Exhibits & A4) .

4. ( U Findings: Pursuant to the AR 15-6 appointment memorandum , was
directed to answer 13 questions related to the subject CIVCAS incident. The answers

provided in this memorandum are in summary form ; additional details are enclosed in

supplementary material (Enclosures A - M ). Allfindings are supported by the

preponderance of evidence gathered during the course of the investigation, which are
included as exhibits to this investigation.

a . ( U Howmany civilian deaths are estimated ? What is the source (s) of
those estimatedCIVCAS numbers ?

(1 ) ( of the date of this memorandum, CD confirmed 105

civilian casualties ( CIVCAS) associated with the engagement that struck BLDG 4250.10
(Exhibits B5 & B6) Iraqi CD recovered a total of 101 CIVCAS from BLDG 4250.10 over
the period spanning 17--28 March 2017 (Exhibit B5) Human Watch and ( ) 6)

(b) 6) identified four

additionalCIVCAS in the civilian structure located immediately to thewest of BLDG
4250.10 in vicinity of (b)(1 1.4a ( Exhibits B7 & B8 .

(2 ) ( ( b ) 6 ) stated

that IraqiCD told her that137 peoplewere in BLDG 4250.10 at the time of the collapse.
Based on the Iraqi CD's confirmation of 101deceased, an additional 36 individuals
(including two alleged survivors) may have been in BLDG 4250.10 when the structure

collapsed. However, no other remains have been found and no additional persons have
been reported as missing (Exhibit B4) .

(3 ) ( U / Brigadier General (BG) Muhammad al- Jawari, Supervisor of the
Mosul Civil Defense, stated that the bodies of two ISIS fighters were also found on the
street in front of BLDG 4250.10 (Exhibit B5).

3
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MESF

IRIZ-DCA

SUBJECT: Findingsand Recommendations, Army Regulation(AR) 15-6 Investigation

of theAlleged Civilian MassCasualty Incident in the alJadidah District City of Mosul,
NinewahGovernate, on or about 17 March 2017

(4 ) ( ) The sources of the CIVCAS estimates are as follows :

( b) (6 )(a) ( U a Rudaw correspondent, waspresentduring
the recovery of bodies from BLDG 4250.10. During his interview (b) 6) stated that

residents ofthe al Jadidah district had informed him that 137 individualshad been

trapped when BLDG4250.10 collapsed This estimate formed the basis of his 23
March2017 report concerning West Mosul civilian casualties (ExhibitA1).

(b) ( U // ( b ) ( 6) a residentof West Mosul, was an

occupantof BLDG4250.10 . (b ) (6 ) stated that he, along with several

family members , took shelter in BLDG4250.10 from March 2017. He stated that

on the night of his departure (on or about 15 March 2017 at 1900c) there were

approximately 140 men, women , and children occupying BLDG 4250.10. The women
and children were located in the half basement and the men were located on the first

floor (Exhibit B3)

( ) (U ( b )(6 )

(b ) ( 1)1.4a, ( b )(6 ) provided

sanctuary to 16 people on the morning of 17 March 2017. The detonation events that

destroyed BLDG 4250.10 caused significant damage to his residence, resulting in
four of the 105 confirmed CIVCAS. The remaining 12 individuals survived the

engagement and were accounted for afterward (Exhibit ) .

(5) ( U Multiple media reports estimated the total number of civilian

casualties within the al Jadidah district to be in excess of 200 (Exhibit . Based on
interviews with Mosul CD the National Director of CD CTS, media, neighbors, and
local leaders, assess that the figures of least 200" (ExhibitA8; Rudaw, 25 March
2017) or many as 200" (Exhibit A8; New York Times, 25 March 2017 ; LA Times , 29

March 2017) represent an aggregation of weeks of multiple excavations of damaged
structures across WestMosul, including the 17 March 2017 effects on BLDG 4250.10
and its neighboring structures (b) 6) Mosul CD ; Exhibit B6) This

investigation focused on the events of 17 March 2017 in the al Jadidah district. Beyond

BLDG 4250.10 and its adjacent structures, this investigation found no further links to
civilian casualties within the al Jadidah district during the period proximate to 17 March

2017. Furthermore, the events that resulted in the other reported excavations may be
due to ISIS or ISF engagements . As discussed more fully in 6c
recommend (b ) (5 )

( b)( 5 )

(b)(5 )

4
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SEGRETIREL MESF

IRIZ- DCA

SUBJECT: Findings and Recommendations , Army Regulation (AR ) 15-6 Investigation

of the Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident in the al Jadidah District, City of Mosul ,
Ninewah Governate , on or about 17 March 2017

b . ( U many of those deaths are attributable to US /Coalition strikes, ISF,
and /or ? What was the cause of those deaths ?

( 1 ( U the 105 total civilian casualties, only a small portion are likely
attributed to the damage caused by the Coalition( b)( 1 preponderance of
evidence supports that ISIS is responsible for the vast majority of the deaths, as ISIS
emplaced a large quantity of explosives atop a known gathering of civilians, and staged
attacks against CTS to draw Coalition fire on the structure and trigger a much larger

secondary explosion (Exhibit C19 & Enclosure B ) . First, ISIS knew that BLDG 4250.10
was crowded with civilians. ISIS fighters interacted with the civilians, and kept several
fighters staged near the residence (Exhibits B3, B8, B9, & C5 ) Second, ISIS

deliberately emplaced a large quantity of unknown bulk explosives ( UBE) in the second
floor of BLDG 4250.10, which served as the secondary explosion and the primary cause
of the structure's collapse ( Exhibit C19 & Enclosure J) . Third, ISIS deliberately
established a defensive fighting position on the second floor of the building, proximate

the UBE, to draw Coalition fire to trigger the secondary blast (C19-21, & D3) . Finally,
ISIS engaged CTS soldiers from the building, knowing that, in all likelihood, the
Coalition or Iraqi Security Forces would target the building. When, the (b)( 1)1.4a struck
the building, it is assessed with high confidence that the explosion initiated a secondary
detonation of ISIS - emplaced UBE (Exhibits C19 & C21). This chain of events resulted
in the rapid onset and progressive collapse of BLDG 4250.10 (Exhibits C19–21). The

civilian deaths were caused by blast injuries, blunt force trauma, and asphyxiation.

(2 ) ( preponderance of evidence, including weaponeering
analysis, structural damage modalities, and post-blast explosive assessment, shows
that ISIS fighters are responsible for deliberately setting the conditions for an explosive
chain reaction by emplacing a large quantity of UBE in BLDG 4250.10 (Exhibits C19
C21, D2, & )

( a) ( USA ,MESF) The Coalition conducted ( b )(1 1.4a
on 17 March 2017 atb 1 1.4 with a (b )(1 1.4a

( ) (1) 1.4 B12, C1, & ) . Theblasteffects for thisweapon andfuse setting

would havestructurallydamagedno morethan 16 to 20% of the overallstructureof

BLDG4250.10, andthis damagewould have been localizedto the secondfloor of the

northernportionof the structure(ExhibitsC19 D2, D3, & EnclosureB) . However, the

structuraldamageobserved in vicinity oftheengagementfar exceedsthat of a 1
(b)( 1 1.4a Both the U.S.Air Force Joint Munition

Effectiveness Manual (JMEM) battle damage assessment and a Defense Threat
Reduction Agency (DTRA) in-depth stochastic modeling of the engagement predicted
the structure would suffer no more than 16 to 20% damage (Exhibits C18–20, &
Enclosure B ) . The similar results of models corroborate the range of predicted

5
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MESF

IRIZ-DCA

SUBJECT : Findings and Recommendations , Army Regulation (AR ) 15-6 Investigation

of the Alleged Civilian Mass Casualty Incident in the al Jadidah District, City of Mosul ,
Ninewah Governate , on or about 17 March 2017

damage . Likewise, the models predicted that the damage would be primarily contained
to the roofand second floor of the northern portion of the structure (Exhibits
D3)

(b ) ( U Multiple models, supported by onsite post-blast analysis,
demonstrate that only multiple detonations would be sufficient to achieve the total
structural failure seen at the blast site (Exhibits C20 & C21). Based on the cratering

evidence and damage to surrounding structures, ISIS most likely emplaced the
explosives in the south/back portion of BLDG4250.10, on the second floor of the

structure (Exhibits B18 & C21).

(c ) ( TO USA, MESF) The DTRA in -depth stochastic modeling of the
engagement returned a similar assessment (Exhibit C18) . A detonation of a
large quantity of UBE was required to destroy BLDG 4250.10 and damage surrounding
structures (Exhibit C20). The preponderanceof evidence shows that emplaced the
explosive material (Exhibits C17- C21 & Enclosure B ) .

(d ) ( U Department of Defense ( ) lab tested multiple samples
collected from different locations within the site ofBLDG 4250.10. In addition to
detecting traces of explosives found in a ( )(1)1.4a namely trinitrotoluene (TNT) and

RDX, the results also showed traces of Pentaerythritol Tetranitrate and Nitroglycerin
(PETN) These explosivecomponents are not attributable to a b)(1)1.4a are
common to ISIS- emplaced explosive accelerants, detonating cord and person-borne
IEDs (ExhibitC21)

( ) ( U // explosive residue analysis did not detect any additional

homemade explosive (HME) residue typically found in bulk quantity in ISIS-emplaced
explosive devices. However, due to the significant delay in sampling after the incident,
the high water solubility of common HME precursors such as ammonium nitrate, and
the amount of rain and high humidity post incident (Exhibit B14) , the absence of
ammonium nitrate residue in the samples taken 25 days after the incident does not rule

out the distinct possibility of the presence of bulk HME sympathetically detonating in the
structure with the (b)(1 Exhibits C19–21)

( ) ( U of the explosives, engineering, and weaponeering experts
consulted during this investigation conclude that the single detonation of a ( 1.4a
would not have caused the building to collapse or to damage to surrounding structures
(Exhibits , B3, B18, B20, C19-21, & D3).

(3) ( U // on statements of individuals who were involved in the
recovery of CIVCAS from the rubble ( i.e. , members of the Iraqi CD; Basma Basim, the
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President of the Mosul District Council; media personnel; and local residents) I assess
that a majority of the civilian deaths were the result of blast injuries, blunt force trauma,

asphyxiation, and possible burns resulting from the detonation of UBE and collapse of

BLDG 4250.10 (Exhibits A7, A8, & ) . However, the assessment of the causes of
death is not based on scientific, forensic, or medical data from the bodies. Coalition
medical examiners did not have an opportunity to examine any of the civilian casualties
recovered from BLDG 4250.10 due to the immediate burial of corpses in accordance
with local cultural and religious practices. Additionally, no photographs were taken of
casualties (Exhibits A1 & A8).

) What tactics, techniques, andprocedures( TTPs) are responsible

for ( or factoredinto ? Are thesenew

(1 ) ( U ' use of civilians as human shields is well documented , and
has evolved during the course of the counter-ISIS campaign ( Exhibits B18, B20 & ) .
In this case, ISIS fighters knew BLDG 4250.10 was being used as a civilian shelter.

They interacted with the civilians in the building and told the owner of the adjacent home
to depart the area the night prior to the CTS attack (Exhibit ). ISIS fighters in a

defensive fighting position (DFP) within the structurestaged a large secondary device
and intentionally drew ISF and Coalition fires onto BLDG 4250.10 with the objective of
endangering civilians ( Exhibit B18) . This specific TTP is hereafter referred to as
"CIVCAS entrapment" (Exhibit C22).

(2 ) (SHREL TO USA , MESF) Local residents confirmed a common TTP which

ISIS employs to avoid detection observation by Coalition intelligence surveillance and
reconnaissance (ISR ) assets . Both ( b ) 6 )

(b)(6)
( b )( 6 ) and used worm holes ISIS created in walls

to facilitate unobserved movement in vicinity of BLDG 4250.10 . Additionally these
witnesses stated that four ISIS fighters utilized these worm holes in the days preceding
the 17 March 2017 engagement (Exhibits B8 & B9).

(3) (SHREL TO USA, MESF) ISIS habitually employs human shields to deter

airstrikes in Iraq and Syria , including West Mosul ( Exhibits B5, B18, B20 & ). ISIS'

use of human capital has evolved from using human shields to protect fighters and
infrastructure , to using CIVCAS entrapment to discredit and delegitimize the ISF and
counter - ISIS Coalition. Intelligence reports received in the latter half of March 2017

indicate that ISIS fighters are attempting to intentionally draw Coalition fires onto

structures containing civilians (Exhibit C5) . ISIS fighters are also emplacing large
improvised explosive devises (IED) in structures containing civilians to provoke a mass

casualty event . Media coverage that links these casualty events with Coalition and ISF
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activities reinforces ISIS messaging, benefits ISIS influence and information operations,
and has detrimental tactical and cognitive effects on Coalition operations, leaders, and

personnel. On three occasions (7 March 2017, 29 March 2017, and 18 April 2017),

Coalition forces observed, by full motion video (FMV), this ISIS TTP in West Mosul.

However, the significance of the 7 March 2017 event was not realized at the time
because the TTP had not been recognized before and no civilians were killed .

Additionally, the ISF have discovered multiple instances of ISIS staging CIVCAS

entrapment events (i.e., forcing civilians into buildings and establishingDFPs with in

those same buildings) , reported the event, and rescued the civilians ( Exhibits B18, C6,
& C23) .

d . ( U many U.S./Coalitionengagements took placeon the date in
question ? What were the locationsofthose engagements?

(1) ( Coalition forces conducted 81 engagements , consisting of 171 air
to-ground and surface -to -surface munitions in West Mosul on 17 March 2017. Of the 81
engagements , 34 were within 1 km of BLDG 4250.10 12 occurred in vicinity of the al
Jadidah district (Exhibits ) . Of the 12 engagements in the al Jadidah district ,
one engagement (b )(1 resulted in an allegation of civilian casualties (BLDG
4250.10)

(2 ) ( SHREL TO USA ,MESS) the aforementioned 12 engagements in
Jadidah district targeted military objectives within 120 meters of BLDG 4250.10 .
However, only one Coalition airstrike targeted the BLDG 4250.10 ( (1)

( 1) 1.4a Coalition aircraftdropped a single ( )(1)1.4a munition during strike
( Exhibit B10) .( b ) ( 1 ) 1.4a

. ( U What was the target of those engagements ? The target of the
Coalition engagementsconducted on 17 March 2017 in the al Jadidah districtwere ISIS
fighters, ISISsnipers, ISIS DFPs, and mortar positions. More specifically, the strike in
question targeted ISIS snipers engaging CTS from BLDG4250.10 (Exhibit B10)

f . ( requested the engagements ?

( 1 ( MESF The CTS commanders requested all of the
engagements conducted in the al Jadidah district on 17 March 2017. With regards to
the strike in question, CTS soldiers , with direct line- of-sight observation of two ISIS

fighters engaging CTS forces from a DFP, requested the engagement that struck BLDG

4250.10.This request for Joint Coalition fire support was routed through the CTS
Battalion Commander to the CTS( 1.4Commander, who requested fire support from
the Coalition A & A element ( Exhibits B1 C1 & C9).
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(2 ) (SHREL TO USA,MESF Soldiers from the CTS (b

who were attacking north into sector B.19 requested engagement (b)( 1 1.4a CTS

soldiers had obtained visual observation (VISOBs ) of two ISIS fighters engaging CTS

soldiers from a DFP at a range of 60 to 100 meters . CTS platoon - level leadership

requested Joint/Coalition fire support through the CTS Battalion Commander to the CTS
)(1 1.4 Commander , ( b ) (6 ) directed his Iraqi Forward Air Controller

( IFAC) to develop the strike request for Coalition joint fires, and the IFAC prepared the
request with the Coalition Task Force (TF ) CTS A & A element. ( b )( 6 ) approved
the strike request, and the Coalition TF CTS A & A element submitted the request via
internet relay chat ( to the CJOC -E strike cell (Exhibits B12 C1 & ) .

. ( U authorized the engagements, both for the U.S. and forthe
Govermentof Iraq ? The CTS 1.4 Commanderand one of the CJOC-E
authorized all 17 March 2017 engagementsin the al Jadidah district (Exhibits B1 &
For the strike of BLDG 4250.10, BG Richardsonapproved the engagement

( 1 ) ( USA, MESF Approval. The CTS Commander, ( b) 6 )

( ) ) approved engagement ( ) 1)1.4a under Ground Force Commander
Authorities, delegated to him byl (b ) (6 ) For

Coalition strike procedures, ( b )(6 ) approval constituted MOD approval of the
engagement ( Exhibit C1).

(2 ) (SHRELTO USA , Coalition Force Approval. The Coalition target
engagement authorities approving engagements in Mosul on 17 March 2017were BG
John Richardson (JBR ) (b) ( ) 10 USC ( b)(6)

As stated above , BG Richardson approved engagement (b)(1) 1.4a CJOC - E

strike cell TEA (Exhibits B12 & ) .

. ( U FOVO) What facts were knownby CJOC- E andthe Target Engagement
Authority at the time of the engagement?

( 1) ( U the time of the engagement, the Coalition TEA understood that
CTS was requesting Coalition fires in defense of on- scene CTS soldiers . The TEA

knew that ISIS maintained a platoon-sized element in vicinity of the al Jadidah district

( Exhibits C1 & ) The CTS request stated that elements were being engaged by
precision small arms fire from a DFP located in BLDG 4250.10 and had sustained

casualties . The request further stated that CTS, through direct line-of -sight observation ,

maintained PID of two ISIS fighters within the structure, and that no CIVPOL had been
observed on the premises (Exhibits B12, C1, C2, & C9).
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(2 ) ( USA, MESF) The Coalition TF CTS A & A team's ground force
commander (GFC) , through his Coalition Joint Tactical Air Controller ( JTAC ), requested
engagement ( )(1 1.4a via mIRC on 17 March 2017 at approximatelyb (1)1.4 € ( Exhibits
B12 & . The request stated that 1.4 were being engaged by two
ISIS fighters from the south -westcorner of the second story of the structure located in

vicinityof ( b )(1 The Coalition CTS A & A advisorsconveyedthat
( b) 6) personally approved the requestfor engagement (b)(11.4a in defense of ISF

personnel(Exhibits C1 &

. ( U / was the basis for positiveidentification(PID) ?

( 1) ( The CJOC- E TEA's basis for PID was ( b )(1

( b (1)1.4csupportedbywell-developed ( b) ( 1 1.4c CTS met
significant ISIS resistance immediately upon commencing their attack on the morning of
17 March 2017. During the engagement, CTS identified a legitimate military target
two ISIS fighters engaging CTS personnelfrom a DFP -- and subsequently maintained
line-of-sight VISOBs with the target. The TEA's operational context was further
supported by overwhelming ( b)(1)1.4c of ISIS fighters and positions in the immediate
area (Exhibits C1 & )

(2 ) (SHREL TO USA, MESF OperationalContextSupportingPID . The CTS
forward line of troops (FLOT) had remained static for 48 hours prior to the 17 March

2017 attack. CJOC-E supported CTS operations with close air support (CAS) , air
weapons teams (AWT), and armed/unarmed ISR. During this sametime , ISIS
conducted several attacks against CTS along the FLOT. ( )( 1)1.4c indicated that 35
40 ISIS fighters controlled sector B.19. Finally, during breaks in the weather, CJOC-E
had observed ISIS fighters preparing for the pendingCTS attack ( Exhibits C1 & ).

(3 ) (SHREL TO USA,MESF) Confidence in CTS VisualObservation (VISOB).
The TEA (BG Richardson ), the CJOC-E Strike CellDirector, and the Coalition TF CTS

A & A GFC allexpressed confidence in the veracity of CTS VISOBs (Exhibits C1, C1a,
, and B1 . This confidence was based on their personal experiences supporting CTS

in counter-ISIS operations in West Mosul. CJOC-E strike cell standard practice,
when weather permitted FMV observation , BG Richardson used Coalition FMVto
confirm the accuracy of CTS ( Exhibits C1 and C2). The CJOC-E strike cell

director observed that CTS would update VISOBs reports as conditions such as
dynamic target location and CIVPOL changed during the strike coordination process
( Exhibit C2) . Based on this demonstrated record of accurate observation and reinforced
by CTS's long history of partnership and training with Coalition forces, BG Richardson

considered CTS VISOBs reports to be accurate, reliable, and credible (Exhibit C1).
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j ( U FOVO ) Under what provision of the rules ofengagement (ROE) were the fires
conducted ?

(b ) ( 1 1.4a

( 1) ( U //FOVO ) The engagement that struck BLDG 4250.10 was carried out under
the USCENTCOM ROE provision

(Exhibit B21) . The engagement was justified ( b ) (1) 1.4a

in responseto a hostileact. The method of engagementwasdeemed a proportionate
and reasonable response. The engagementcomplied with all applicable provisions of
the USCENTCOM ROE and the Law of Armed Conflict (LOAC).

( b ) ( 1 1.4a( 2 ) (SHRELTO USA, MESF Coalition forces executed engagement
under USCENTOM ROE.

(b )(1 1.4a

(3 ) (SHRELTO USA, MESF The TEA positively identified the two ISIS snipers
engaging CTS as a military objective, established through VISOBs by the CTS forces

on the ground. The TEA correctly determined the engagement could be conducted
underl The ISIS of

fire (b ) 1

(b ) ( 1)1.4a

(b

(4 ) ( SHREL TO USA, Engagement (b)(1 1.4a was a proportionate and

reasonable response. The TEA accurately conducted a proportionality assessment to
weigh the military advantage of the required effects with the potential for collateral
damage.

(a ) ( USA ,MESF Military Advantage . CTS reported taking effective

sniper fire from the DFP, which was approximately 65 meters from CTS soldiers , and

reported taking casualties . Eliminating the hostile act of ISIS snipers engaging CTS

from the DFP would preserve CTS combat power and allow CTS to continue seizing

B.19 needed to seize B.19 to continue the liberation of Mosul (Exhibits B12 &
)

( b ) (SHRELTO USA , Selection . The selected a ( 1) 1.4a
(b)( 1 1.4a based on

military necessity . First, the TEA and strike cell assessed that either ( b)(1)1.4a
(b )( 1)1.4a would be required to achieve the required effect to neutralize the DFP in

BLDG 4250.10 . Second , the TEA retained only (b )( 1 1.4a on CAS assets

or
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overhead, which he anticipatedhe would need thatday to protectCTSfrom ISIS
fighters conductingattacksfrom ( b )(1 1.4a

( b )(1 1.4a Attacking partner forces from ( b )( 1 1.4a is a
common ISIS TTP (Exhibits C1 C2, C3, & C15)

(c ) ( SHREL TO USA , MESF) Potentialfor CollateralDamage. The TEA
considered the potential for collateral damage to the structure based on his experience
with similar structures and munitions in West Mosul operations. The TEA was the

primary Coalition TEA for West Mosul, and had been since the start of West Mosul

operations. He had extensive experience in estimating and observing munitions effects
in the operating environment. The TEA also accurately assessed that the weapons
effects of the ( b ) 1 1.4a would be localized to the second floor of the

structure, where the ISIS snipers were located ( Exhibits B1 B12, C1 , C1a, C9, C19, &
Enclosure ) . The TEA also considered that CTS reported that there was no CIVPOL
present by direct line-of-sight observation, and that no CIVPOL had been observed in
the vicinity ( Exhibits B1, C1, , . Furthermore, ( )(1)1.4c provided atmospherics
of CIVPOL activities and movements in sectors surrounding B.19 indicated to the TEA
that civilians in the area had moved away from the FLOT (Exhibits C1, C1a, & C5) Due
to CTS requesting the strike while under attack and taking casualties. CJOC- E did not
conduct formal CDE, which, in accordance with the (b )( 1 1.4a ROE is not

required ( Exhibit C1a). The TEA assessed that collateraldamagewould notbe

excessive in relation the anticipated military advantage (Exhibits C1 & .

(d ) ( USA, MESF ) Proportionality Assessment. The TEA weighed the

military advantage with the potential for collateral damage , and concluded that the

anticipated collateral damage to the structure and non -combatants caused by a
(b)( 1 would not be excessive in relation the anticipated military

advantage (Exhibits C1& ).

( U// ) What was the battle damage assessment (BDA) and/or collateral
damage, ifany ? Pleasenote whether fullmotionvideo (FMV) is available to Coalition
Forcesat the time of the strike(s).

(1) ( U / Battle Damage Assessment( BDA). CTS reported a BDA of

two enemy killed in action (EKIA ), and two DFPs destroyed following engagement 1
4250.10 ( Exhibits B1, B12, & C9). CTS personnel did not specify that BLDG 4250.10
collapsed during or following the engagement. There isno full motion viden of this

engagement due to ( b ) ( 1

(2) ( U ) CollateralDamage The engagementof BLDG4250.10likely

detonated a large amountof ISIS-emplaced UBE, initiatinga sequenceof events
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resulting in significant collateral damage to BLDG 4250.10 and surrounding structures;

BLDG 4250.10 completely destroyed following the sequence of events ( Exhibits
C18 - C20

(a ) ( Based on the projected effects of ( b )(1 containing )(1 1.
( explosives , this damage was extremely excessive The anticipated structural
damage to the building was estimated to be limited and localized to the upper floor;
however, the secondary detonation that followed the initial impact caused significant
damage to the rear of the structure, which caused the entire building to collapse .

(b ) ( U The buildings to the south and west of BLDG4250.10 were also
heavily damaged during the engagement. The residence to the immediate west

suffered significant damage to its eastern wall interior rooms, and roof, along with four
additional civilian casualties ( Exhibits C20) The residence to the immediate south
experienced a partial collapse of its northern wall and sustained interior damage (Exhibit
C20). The 30- inch thick composite concrete wall in the rearof BLDG 4250.10

experienced a significant blast wave, evidenced by a large arc of damage nearly 30 feet
wide , which pushed the concrete back 2 to 3 inches and in the center completely
pulverized the concrete wall. The buildings to the north and east of BLDG4250.10
sustained cosmetic damage (e.g. broken windows, damaged façade, debris on the
property, etc.) but were left intact ( Exhibit C17 & C20 ) .

tive # 1( U // Didany changes to the ROE or the - OIR Tactical
factor into this incident? Ifso, what was the impact ?

( 1) ( U Neither changes to the ROE nor CJTF- OIR Tactical Directive # 1
factored into the execution of ( ) (1 1.4a on BLDG 4250.10

(2 ) ( TO USA,MESF) The USCENTCOMROE provisionsapplicableto

this incidentare outlined in Enclosure K. Although the USCENTCOM ROEwas
modified on 12 December2016 with the publication of (b)(1 1.4a

(b)( 1 )1.4a the changes did not substantively affect this engagement . In fact , the
applicable provisions from USCENTCOM ROE ( ( 1.4a are substantially similar to the
provisions in the two previous USCENTCOM ROE (b)(1)1.4a

Therefore, no changes to the USCENTCOM ROE factored into this engagement
(Exhibit B21).

(3 ) ( USA ,MESF Likewise , the CJTF- OIR Tactical Directive # 1 was
nota factor in this engagement. The purpose ofpublishing TacticalDirective # 1 was to

(b) 1 1.4a
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( b

( b ( 1 1.4a case , BG

Richardson , the TEA in the CJOC- E, authorized the engagement . While a
GFCIOSC was involved by forwarding the CTS support request to the CJOC- E, the
GFC/OSC was not the approval authority for the engagement (Exhibit B22) .

5. ( U Additional Information . se
a ( U ) Remain -in - Place Order. Iraqipolitical andoperational leaders

assessed that risk to mission and civilians was lessened if civilians sheltered in place

rather than evacuate Mosul. While a decision to evacuate civilians from the city may

have reduced the risk of an event like this happening, it would have not eliminated the
risk . Overall the Government of Iraq's shelter- in -place decision was not causally related
to the CIVCAS outcome.

b. ( U //FOVOStructuralanalysisofBLDG 4250,10. A structuralanalysisof BLDG
4250.10was conductedby the U.S.Army CorpsofEngineers (USACE) Engineer
Researchand DevelopmentCenter (ERDC) in support of this investigation.

( 1 ( U / ) BLDG 4250.10 was a 20m x 10m, multi-floor, mixed material

structure typical of other residences in the al Jadidah neighborhood. The BLDG
4250.10 vertical super-structure consisted of 30 in thick load bearing walls comprised of

both concrete masonry blocks or stone and mortar. Its horizontal super-structure was

supported by 12- in square reinforced concrete beams and 6 -inthick reinforced concrete

slabs that formed the floors and roof. BLDG 4250.10 was constructed with an open- air

courtyard in the north end of the building that extended from the ground floor to the roof.
A small room was built on top of the roof, which was offset to the west side of the

building (Exhibits ).

(2 ) (SIREL TO USA , MESF) Given the building's construction and the fusing of

the weapon system , collateral damage analysis predicted the (b)(1 1.4a blast effects
would be contained to the upper floor and roof of BLDG 4250.10 . The ( )(1 1.4a struck

the north -east quadrant of the roof, and achieved partial penetration of theroofinto the

top floor of the structure prior to detonation. Damage from this weapon based on the

fuse setting should have been contained in the top floor of the building. The collapse of
BLDG 4250.10 and extensive collateral damage to surrounding structures was
significantly disproportionate to the net explosive effects of a (b )( 1 1.4a of

explosive . The concrete walls of the basement in the south side of BLDG 4250.10
showed breaching and significant deformity caused by blast effects, which is evidence
that a large secondary device , comprised of UBE , was located in the southern portion of

BLDG 4250.10 Exhibit C21). Additionally , the presence of nitroglycerin and PETN
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residue also clearly show that ISIS emplaced explosives within the structure . Initial

modeling conducted by the US Army Corps of Engineers indicates that a bulk explosive

in excess of 1,000 lbs.was required to achieve the damage actually sustained. As the
(b)(1 1.4a of explosives, the modelingshows that it was

incapable of achieving that levelof destructionby itself (Exhibit C20). Thus, the
subsequent detonation of ISIS-emplaced UBE was the primary causal factor ofthe 105
CIVCAS identified in vicinity of the engagementarea ( Exhibits C21) .

C. ( SHREL TO USA ,MESF) Assessment of lack of intelligence concerning presence
ofCIVPOL in BLDG 4250.10 The TEA lacked the intelligence of CIVPOL BLDG

4250.10 three primary reasons. First, (b)( 1 1.4g precluded ISR VISOBs of

sector B. during the two preceding days (Exhibit B14 ). Second, ground force

of the areas was affected by the urban layout of sector B.19 Exhibit C14) Third, the

inherent fog of war and nature of human movements inside structures makes
observation difficult ( b )( 1 1.4a

( b 1)1.4a

( 1) (SHREL TO USA , MESF (b )( 1

(b (1

(b ) ( 1

(2 ) ( SIREL USA MESF) The location of CTS observation positions along the

FLOT allowed CTS observers to directly observe sniper positions . However , urban
terrain prevented CTS VISOBs of CIVPOL in east-west running streets at ranges

greater than 50m north of the FLOT (Exhibit C14) . As a result, CTS observers along
the FLOT were unable to view or confirm civilian movements along the east-west
streets of the district .

(3 ) ( USA , MESF)( b)(1 1.4cprovided atmospherics of CIVPOL
activities and movements in sectors surrounding B.19 which indicated that civilians were

moving through the area away from the FLOT, but there was no reporting specifically
identifying BLDG 4250.10 as a sanctuary for approximately 137 individuals ( Exhibits C3
& C5)

(4 ) (SKRELTO USA ,MESF) As a result of ( b )(1) ISR observation
and blind zones in CTS VISOBs in east -west running streets at ranges greater than
50m north of the FLOT, Coalition forces had a degraded ability to identify CIVPOL
areas immediately north of the CTS FLOT (Exhibits B14 & B15) .

d ( U // Direct-observation options. Coalition forces have three methods of
direct-observation to assesscivilian pattern of life : (1) direct observationby a Coalition
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observer; (2 ) direct observation by CoalitionFMV; and (3) direct observationby partner
force observer. Due to the urban layout of sector where streets run east-west and

parallel to the FLOT, direct observation of the street in front of BLDG 4250.10 was

impossible from the positionof the FLOT on 2017. To see CIVPOL within

the east- streets amongthe multi-story homes, direct-observationwould have
required CTS observersto be staged forward of the FLOT (ExhibitC14) .

( 1) ( U //FOVODirectObservationby a CoalitionObserver. Dueto appropriate
risk-managementdecisionsmade bycommandersIAWTactical Directive# 1 Coalition

observerswere not positionedaheadof the FLOT.

(2 ) ( U / Observation by Coalition FMV. (b)( 11.4g precluded
Coalition FMV / from executing normalbattlefield characterization required to identify
and track CIVPOL for ( )(1)1.4a prior to CTS attack into sector B.19

(3 ) ( Observation by Partner Force Observer. Partner forces

used VISOBs from observation positions along the FLOT to characterize the area

to the attack (Exhibit B1) Partner force visual observers did not conduct

reconnaissance north of the FLOT (Exhibit B1), which left the observers blind to the

movement of civilian traffic along the east -west portions of the street at ranges greater

than 50m north of the FLOT (Exhibit C14). While CTS could observe much of the

neighborhood for a general characterization of the area's CIVPOL, the limitations

mentioned above precluded CTS from fully observing civilian movement on the ground
near the structure. Meanwhile, Coalition advisors helped partner forces prepare an

overall fires plan that depended on Coalition airstrikes that ultimately were conducted
based on CTS VISOBswithout Coalition force FMV observation (Exhibits B1, B14, &
B15) .

f. (SHREL TO USA , MESF ) Impact ( b )(1)

( ) (1 1.49 preceded CTS offensive operations. During this period. (b )( 1

( b )(1

(b)(1 1.4g Risk to the civilian population increased )
(b )(1 due to unobserved civilian movements in ISIS -controlled areas .

Simultaneously , CTS reconnaissance and VISOB TTPs prevented observers from being
in a position to observe CIVPOL in vicinity of BLDG 4250.10 . The net effect of non
observation of the area resulted in an accumulation of risk , which was not mitigated
prior to the attack .

6. ( U Recommendations The evidence collected as part of this investigation

shows that CJFLCC -OIR, and specifically the CJOC -E strike and TEA , took every
available precaution to avoid civilian casualties as part of the subject engagement .
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However, the TEA was unaware thatover 100 civilianswere in the structure. 1) , b)

(b ) ( 1 ) 1.4a, (b )(5

( b )( 1 1.4a, (b (5 ) I recommend

CJFLCC -OIR consider the following changes in TTPs to reduce risk of civilian

casualties during planned partner - force offensive operations . These recommendations,

if enacted across the CJFLCC- OIR joint area of operations, will provide Coalition and

partner - force leaders improved situational awareness on CIVPOL, allowing leaders to

make the most informed decisions possible regarding the proportionality of weapons
effects.

a . ( SHREL USA , MESF Coalition Force Risk Mitigation TTPsto support
force offensive operations. Recommend requiring (b)(5 )

(b )(5)

(b ) (5 ) The amount of

observation requiredwill vary with the tactical situation , according to the commander's
assessment of risk

b ( SHREL TO USA ,MESF) Coalition ISR TTPs. Recommend -DCME

(b ) (5 )

(b )( 5 )

C. ( , MESF) AdditionalCIVCAS . Recommendthat

(b )(5)

( b ) ( 5 )

7. ( ) Thepointofcontactforthis memorandumis BrigadierGeneralMatthew
Islerat: (b)( ) 10 USC 130b b) 6)

13

A thru M
MATTHEW

Brigadier General , USAF

Investigating Officer
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MEMORANDUMFORCommander, Combined Joint Forces Land Component
Command Operation Inherent Resolve, Union III, Baghdad, Iraq, APO AE 09548

SUBJECT : Executive Summary of Army Regulation 15-6 Investigation of the Alleged
Civilian Mass Casualty Incident in the al Jadidah District , City of Mosul , Ninewah
Governate , on or about 17 March 2017

1. Conclusion . At 0824 on 17 March 2017 Coalition aircraft conducted an airstrike
against two ISIS snipers engaging the Iraqi CounterTerrorism Service (CTS). Coalition
Forces conducted the strike in accordance with the applicable Rules of Engagement
and the Law of Armed Conflict (LOAC) Coalition aircraft employed a single GBU- 38
precision-guided munition. The weapon appropriately balanced the military necessity of
neutralizing the snipers with the potential for collateral damage. The GBU- 38 entered
the roofand detonated in the second floor of the structure.

a . The GBU-38's detonation ignited ISISexplosive materialsthat ISIS had

previouslyemplaced inthe structure. The secondaryexplosion triggered a rapid failure
of the structure, killing the two ISIS snipers and 101civilians sheltered in the bottom
floors of the structure. An additionalfour civilians were killed in the neighboring
structure to the west.

b . Eye witnesses and media outlets reported that an additional 36 civilians may
have been at the building ; however , there is insufficient evidence to determine their
status or whereabouts at this time .

The Target EngagementAuthority (TEA) was unaware of and could not have
predicted the presence of civilians in the structure prior to the engagement.

2. OperationalContext. At the time of the strike, CTS forces were engaged in offensive
maneuverto seize the sector from ISISfighters controllingthe area . On 17
March2017, CTS had been posturedalongthe same ForwardLineof Troops (FLOT)
for three days. That day was also the first day of the plannedCTS advance into a new
sector of the al Jadidah district. CTS Soldiershad continuous over -watch of the sector
duringthis period, includingdirect visual observation( VISOBS of the structure.

3. EnemyActivity. Coalition Intelligence , Surveillance , and Reconnaissance ISR) and
CTS forces observed ISIS fighters forcibly evict civilian families from the area , build
defensive fighting positions , stage vehicle -borne improvised explosive devices
(VBIEDS ), emplace improvised explosive devices ( IEDs) , and engage CTS forces with
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direct and indirect fire. Coalition and Iraqi human intelligence as well as Coalition multi
source intelligence overwhelmingly classified the district as ISIS-controlled and
specifically prepared to deny the CTS advance north.

a . In the days prior to 17 March 2017, ISIS fighters conducted complex attacks
against the CTS FLOT CTS had defended against ISISVBIEDS and suicide bombers
on multipleoccasions each day. Duringthis period, CTS forces, with Coalition support,
conducted a combined-arms defense to protect CTS Soldiers.

b . The testimonyof multipleresidentsconfirmsthat ISIS fighters knockedholes into
the walls. The "wormholes" allowed ISIS to movefighters, weapons, and equipment
betweenbuildingswithout being detectedby CoalitionISR or CTSvisual observers.

4. Civilians. Coalition ISR observed, and civilian testimony confirmed, that ISIS fighters
forcibly expelled families from their homes in the district. The displaced civilians were
invited by a well- known neighborto seek refuge in his home. It is estimated that
between 101 and 137 civilians voluntarily sought refuge in the lower two floors of the
structure.

a Counter Terrorism Service (CTS ) VISOBs and Coalition intelligence assets did
not observe the civilians enter or use the structure . Neither Coalition nor CTS forces
knew that civilians were sheltered within .

b . The ISIS fighters , however, knew of the civilians ' presence within the structure,
and interacted with the civilians . According to the next-door neighbor's testimony, ISIS
fighters had issued a warning to him that his family was in danger. ISIS fighters advised
him to evacuate his family from their residence and move north by the morning of 17
March 2017. ISIS warned him that, if the family remained, what would happen to them
was not ISIS' fault.

5. Strike. CTS forces initiated their assault to seize and clear of the sector at
approximately 0700L on the morning of 17 March 2017. CTS visual observers did not
identify any civilians within the sector prior to the strike .

a . Duringtheir assault, CTS visual observers identifiedtwo ISIS snipers effectively
engagingCTS soldiers from a Defensive Fighting Position( DFP) in the southwest
corner of the second story of the structure. IraqiCTS Battalion and Brigade
commandersapproved the observer request for a Coalition strike on the DFPand
coordinatedwith an Iraqi Forward Air Controller ( IFAC) to preparea strike request. The
IFAC coordinatedwith CoalitionAdvisors to plan the strike.
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b . After receiving the strike request, the Coalition Strike Cell in Erbil, a joint fires and

control center under the command of a CoalitionTarget EngagementAuthority (TEA) ,
evaluated intelligence on enemy activities and forces in the area surroundingthe DFP

location. The Cell staff also evaluatedthe location of the target with regardto
historical civilian population reporting and the location's proximity of friendly forces.
Weaponeering experts analyzed availableweapons and selected a weapon and fusing

option that would achievedthe necessaryeffect and minimize collateraldamage.

TEA positively identified the ISISsnipers and determinedthat the
engagementwas authorized under the Rules of Engagement( ROE) . As a
weaponeering solution, the TEA selected a GBU- 38 with a delayed fuse.

d. The TEA approvedthe engagementon the ISIS snipers. The engagementwas
the sixth of 81weapons engagementsthat Coalition forces conducted in support of the
CTS operations that day. After the weapon detonated, CTS visual observers reported
that the DFP was destroyed.

6. Law of Armed Conflict . The TEA approved the strike in accordance with all
provisions of the applicable ROE and Law of Armed Conflict (LOAC ).

m
a . Distinction. The Coalition attacked a valid military target which consisted of two

snipers effectively engaging Iraqi CTS soldiers from a DFP.

b . Proportionality . The TEA selected a weapon that balanced the military necessity
of neutralizing the two snipers with the potential for collateral damage to civilians and
civilian structures .

( 1) The TEA selected a GBU-38, a 500-pound class precision guided munition
containing 192lbs of explosive material. The GBU-38's steel case was strong enough to
penetratethe roofof the DFP and had sufficient explosivematerialto neutralizethe
snipers engagingthe CTS soldiers from their DFP in the second floor. The TEA
selected a fuse -setting that would neutralizethe threat to CTS, while also minimizing
risk to collateral structures. The TEA expected the weapons effects for the GBU- 38 to
be localized to the second floor of the building. Subsequentengineering and weapons
analysis indicatesthat the GBU-38 should have resulted in no more than
damage to the structure, localized to the front of the second floor or the structure.

(2 ) The TEA did not know civilians were in the structure or that ISIS had
deliberately staged a significant amount of secondary explosive materials in the
structure . Based on the information reasonably available, the TEA could not have
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predicted the compounded effects of the secondary explosives emplaced by ISIS
fighters.

c . Military Necessity CTS commanders and the TEA determined that it was a

military necessity to neutralize the ISIS snipers in order for CTS to achieve its maneuver
objective of seizing the sector from ISIS. If the ISIS snipers were left to continue to

engage CTS forces, CTS would incur unacceptable levels of casualties in the seizure of
the sector. The seizure of the sector was necessary for CTS to complete the clearance
and liberation of Mosul from ISIS.

7. Damage Resulting from the Engagement. The GBU- 38 entered the northern portion
of the roof at the front/north of the structure at a near-vertical angle. The GBU- 38
detonated while penetrating the roof above the second floor of the structure. The GBU
38 sparked a secondary detonation of a large amount of explosive material that ISIS
had previously emplaced in the structure. The secondary explosion produced a
powerful blast and overpressure that triggered a rapid progressive failure of the
structure. These events killed the two ISIS snipers, 101 civilians sheltered in the bottom
floors of the structure, and four civilians in the neighboring structure to the west. Eye
witnesses and media reported that an additional 36 individuals may have been located
within the structure at the time of the engagement However, the status of these
individuals is undetermined at this time .

8. Post-BlastAnalysis. Post-blast analysis conducted by a Coalition Explosive
Ordnance Disposal (EOD) team identified explosive residues not consistent with the
explosive content of a GBU- 38 from several sample locations around the site, including
Pentaerythritol Tetranitrate (PETN) and nitroglycerin.

a . The senior EOD officer concluded that the PETN was associated with improvised
explosive devices or detonator cord (known as “ DetCord ), a common explosive
component which ISIS uses to link together larger explosive devices for simultaneous

detonation. Furthermore, nitroglycerin residue also indicated the presence of secondary
explosive devices, and was likely used by ISIS to sensitize the secondary explosive
devices to detonate more easily. Finally, post-blast analysis conducted by EOD and
expert weapons teams concluded that the structural damage and crater at the
rear/ south of the structure were not caused by the relatively low explosive weight of a
single GBU- 38

b . The locationof the structuraldamageand the crater at the rear/south of the
structurewere displaced from the site of the GBU-38 entry and blast, and far in excess
to what could havebeen caused by the GBU-38's netexplosiveweight Instead, the
structuraldamageand crater were likely caused by a largeamountof ISIS-emplaced

4

UNCLASSIFIEDIFOR USE

USCENTCOMFOIA18-0242L 1844- 1/14/2019



OFFICIAL USE ONLY
IRIZ-DCA

SUBJECT : Executive Summary of Army Regulation 15-6 Investigation of the Alleged

Civilian Mass Casualty Incident in the al Jadidah District , City ofMosul, Ninewah
Governate , on or about 17 March 2017

explosive material located in the second story of the rear of the structure . This ISIS
emplaced explosive material conservatively contained more than four times the net
explosive weight of the GBU-38 . The sympathetic detonation of this secondary ISIS
emplaced explosive , activated by the GBU-38 impact , collapsed the structure , resulting
in the vast majority of the 101 civilian casualties , and impacted the neighboring structure
which resulted in four additional civilian casualties .

9. The point of contact for this memorandum is the undersigned at
(b) ( 3) 10 USC (b )(6 )

y

Approved
for
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