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1 Discontinuation Control Monitor

The Discontinuation Control Monitor (DCC monitor) is an add-on for SAP ERP, which enhances the features of 
the standard SAP system with regard to the discontinuation control of materials and assemblies with 
numerous additional functions.

To shape the discontinuation process optimally, the user receives a central and transparent overview of all 
materials, assemblies, and their components to be discontinued. Furthermore, the user is offered various 
control options for keeping the expiration date variable and thereby able to react quickly to current events. For 
example, the user can simulate the stock/requirements list with a specific expiration date to be able to assess 
the situation on the desired expiration date correctly in advance.

The DCC Monitor can be used to determine the optimum expiration time centrally for each material to be 
discontinued. The use of this tool can avoid expensive remaining stock and unnecessary scrapping.
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2 Background Information

In the MRP data of the material master, the standard SAP system provides three fields for controlling the 
discontinuation control for a material on a plant-specific basis.

Setting Options in the Standard SAP Material Master

If all three settings have been made correctly, all dependent requirements that have been scheduled after the 
expiration date are forwarded to the follow-up material with the next material requirements planning run. If 
stock is still available in the warehouse on the defined date, this will initially be reduced to the safety stock and 
only then diverted. Additional requirements such as independent requirements and demand forecasts, or 
manually created reservations are not diverted. The setting of this discontinuation indicator always refers to an 
entire plant.

The DCC Monitor uses this mechanism for its internal calculations and simultaneously enhances its scope by 
combining different functionalities. For more information, see the section Reassignment of Planned 
Independent Requirements.
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Related Information

Reassignment of Planned Independent Requirements [page 20]
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3 Selection Screen

To start the DCC monitor, the transaction /saplom/dcc must be called. After starting the program, the 
selection screen is called initially, which contains two functionalities.

Selection Screen

3.1 Result Restriction

On the one hand, the result set of the discontinued parts to be displayed can be restricted specifically from the 
DCC Monitor and can then be displayed using the Execute button (F8) available as standard. The appearance 
of the result screen in this case is described in more detail in the section Basic Structure.

Related Information

Basic Structure [page 8]

3.2 Import Functionality

This selection screen also provides an import functionality, which can be used to add certain materials or 
assemblies to the DCC Monitor and therefore define them as discontinued parts. When using this import 
function, the selection criteria serve as a restriction for the quantity of materials to be imported. After choosing 
the Import pushbutton in the upper toolbar, the following selection screen is shown.
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Import Functionality

Here, all materials from the material master are displayed, which meet the previously entered selection criteria 
and have not yet been defined as discontinued parts in the DCC Monitor. After selecting the desired materials, 
they can be added to the table using the Import pushbutton. This functionality can be used, for example, to 
define all materials with a certain material status as discontinued parts at the same time and include them in 
the DCC Monitor.

 Note
A completed selection parameter Change Number does not influence the result screen of the materials to 
be imported since the unique assignment of material and change number is defined only in the DCC 
Monitor and not in the material master.
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4 Main Screen

In this section, the functionalities of the individual tab headers are explained in detail.

4.1 Basic Structure

When a selection is made, the main screen opens with four different tab headers.

Basic Structure

Before all functionalities of the individual tab headers are presented in detail, the most important functions are 
described briefly in an overview:

Definition of Discontinued Parts

● Pure definition of predecessor-successor relationships, without establishing a firm expiration date in the 
material master

● Assignment of a change number for each predecessor-successor relationship
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Simulation

● Display of a simulated stock/requirements list with any expiration date
● Synchronous setting of expiration date in the material master with the validity date of the change number

Discontinued Parts in Assembly

● Automatic determination of defined discontinued parts within an assembly
● Definition of assembly-specific interchangeable items

MRP Overview

● Overview of all materials and assemblies to be discontinued
● Display of stock on the expiration date as well as the respective stock coverage and ranges of coverage

4.2 Tab Header Definition of Discontinued Parts

The first tab header is divided into three areas, as shown in the figure below.
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Tab Header Definition of Discontinued Parts

Area 1

Discontinued parts can be defined using the import function of the selection screen. However, it is also possible 
to create new table entries using the Add pushbutton [1.1] or to delete entries directly [1.2]. The copy function 
[1.5] can be used to duplicate individual rows. Furthermore, the user can also filter by either materials [1.3] or 
assemblies [1.4].

Since it is necessary to make a BOM change for a material substitution, the assignment of a change number is 
an important aspect when defining discontinued parts. In the table, either an existing number can be assigned 
directly, or a new number can be created by choosing the pushbutton [1.6] (call TA CC01). If the user created a 
new number, this is entered in the table directly with the specified validity date after saving. The change 
number is the link between the discontinued part and BOM. All BOM changes to be made should refer to the 
change number assigned here.

If the defined discontinued part is an assembly (column “Assembly”), a BOM usage must also be specified 
here. This affects the display on the “Discontinued Parts in Assembly” tab header.

 Note
The materials defined here are discontinued on a plant-specific basis. Assembly-specific interchangeable 
items can be defined on the third tab header “Discontinued Part Assembly”.

Area 2

The material where-used list of the entry selected in area 1 can be seen in area 2. To be able to see the 
corresponding information, the row must be selected in area 1 with a double-click. The appropriate BOM can be 
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called directly by a single click on the BOM number (call TA CS02). Furthermore, the column “ChgEx.” displays 
a checkmark if the respective BOM contains a change with the change number assigned in area 1 for the 
specified validity date.

The two final columns “Date Element” and “Valid From” display a potential object assignment from the change 
master record assigned in area 1. If a BOM was assigned to a data element via an object assignment in this 
change master, the corresponding values are displayed in both columns. If no assignment was made, the fields 
remain empty.

Choosing the pushbutton “BOM Mass Maintenance” [2.1] (call TA CS20) enables all BOMs in which the 
discontinued part occurs to be edited by a single action. This makes it possible to replace the discontinued part 
in the corresponding BOMs with the defined successor. It is left to the user to choose which of the BOMs 
displayed they want to change.

Mass Change of BOMs

After a single click on “Change Item Data” [2.2], the previously selected BOMs with the corresponding change 
number are revised. Potential assignments of date elements are taken into account here. With the mass 
change, a checkmark appears in the column “ChgEx.” after a table update in line with the BOM changes.

Area 3

The complete BOM explosion of the assembly selected in area 2 is displayed here. The information can be 
displayed by double-clicking in area 2. All nodes that contain additional elements can be expanded by a single 
click on the respective nodes.

Discontinuation Control Monitor
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Related Information

Tab Header Discontinued Parts in Assembly [page 16]

4.3 Simulation Tab Header

This tab header is also divided into three areas, as shown in the screenshot below.

Simulation Tab Header

Area 1

This table displays the previously defined predecessor-successor relationships in display mode. Here, the user 
can also filter by either materials [1.2] or assemblies [1.1].

Area 2

In this area, the current stock/requirements list (MD04) of the material selected in area 1 is displayed. Double-
clicking on the upper table allows you to redefine the display of area 2 according to the selection. Double-
clicking again on any table field in area 2 displays the original stock/requirements list (call TA MD04).
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Simulation

In addition to updating the table [2.1], the user has the option to perform a simulation [2.2]. Clicking on the 
corresponding pushbutton simulates a one-step MRP run (call TA MD03) for the selected material. The control 
parameters can be modified individually as required at the same time. During the simulation, the effective-out 
date and the successor of the discontinued part are manipulated accordingly in the data basis. After the 
simulation run, the system shows the user the planning result with the set effective-out date, as shown in the 
following figure.

Simulation Result

During the simulation, all dependent requirements that are generated after the effective-out date are 
forwarded to the follow-up material. However, this occurs only when the stock has been consumed fully. The 
simulation can be repeated as often as the user requires. This methodology can be used to determine the 
optimum effective-out date for the respective material.
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 Note
If the user wants to end the simulated planning run, a dialog box appears (see screenshot below), asking 
whether the planning result is to be saved. This is always to be answered with No, since otherwise the 
results of the planning run are saved.

Save Prompt

After the simulation has been completed, the simulation date and the successor used for the simulation are 
entered in the cells of the desired effective-out date and the successor. Thus, the last used simulation 
parameters remain visible for the user and are used as a template for a repeat simulation.

Maintenance of material and change master
Clicking on the “Maintain Master Data” button [2.3] opens a maintenance dialog.
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Dialog Box for Maintaining the Material and Change Master

The first area displays the current values of the master data to be updated in display mode. The relevant data 
of the discontinued part is displayed on the left-hand side. The right-hand side shows the change number 
previously assigned on tab header 1, with the corresponding validity date.

In the second area, the values that are the basis for editing are displayed. The corresponding desired effective-
out date and the desired follow-up material serve as a template here.

In the third and final area, the master data objects to be updated are to be selected. The options are the 
discontinuation control in the material master as well as the validity of the change number. In addition, date 
elements that are assigned to the change master are assigned a new validity date. For the values defined 
previously in area 2 for the desired objects to be transferred, the selection fields must be set at the appropriate 
position. For the date elements, make sure that the individual entries in the displayed table are selected.

Clicking on the update pushbutton updates the previously selected master data accordingly. You can use the 
done pushbutton to close the window without change.

Discontinuation Control Monitor
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Direct jump to the material master data view

The corresponding material can be edited directly via the pushbutton [2.4] (call TA MM02).

Area 3

In the third area of this tab header, the information on possible delivery schedules is listed. A single click on the 
purchasing document category (call TA ME33L) allows you to display the respective delivery schedule directly 
with its individual items in detail.

4.4 Tab Header Discontinued Parts in Assembly

The third tab header can be divided into four different areas and primarily serves to define assembly-specific 
interchangeable items.

Tab Header Discontinued Parts in Assembly

Area 1

As on the “Simulation” tab header, the predecessor-successor relationships are displayed in display mode in 
this area. However, the table exclusively lists assemblies, since only these are relevant in the current context.
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Area 2

In the second area, the defined plant-specific discontinued parts are listed with all related information. These 
are materials or assemblies that have been defined as discontinued parts on tab header 1. Only the materials 
that are contained in the BOM usage defined previously on the “Definition of Discontinued Parts” tab header 
are taken into account.

Area 3

A complete BOM explosion in the form of a tree is shown here, so that the assembly-specific interchangeable 
items can be identified more easily in the next step. The nodes with additional components can be expanded 
using a single click. This display also refers to previously defined BOM usage.

Area 4

This area represents the core function of the third tab header and defines the assembly-specific 
interchangeable items. Any constellations can be defined, as the following examples illustrate:

Assembly-Specific Interchangeable Items

Note that these changes are to be made manually in the BOM. These definitions are not for BOM processing, 
but rather for determining the optimum expiration date of the associated assembly. Clicking on the “Determine 
Latest Availability” pushbutton determines the entry with the date furthest away in the future and highlights 
this in red. This can be used as an indication for the expiration date of the assembly.

 Note
If an assembly on tab header 1 is duplicated using the copy function provided, the associated assembly-
specific interchangeable items are also transferred to the new assembly.

4.5 Tab Header MRP Overview

The final tab header serves as an overview for the MRP controller and is divided into three areas.

Discontinuation Control Monitor
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Tab Header MRP Overview

Area 1

In this table, all materials are listed according to the selection screen and enriched with additional information 
(see lower screenshot).

Detail View Area 1

This includes, for example, information such as the stock on the expiration date or whether there are still 
entries in the MD04 list after the expiration date (highlighted in red). However, the current stock as well as the 
stock coverage are still displayed (highlighted in orange). The list can be updated at any time using the Update 
pushbutton.

In addition, a single click on any displayed material number displays the current stock/requirements list in area 
3. With a single click on the expiration date, the DCC monitor jumps to tab header 2 (Simulation) and selects 
the suitable entry automatically.
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Area 2

All assemblies defined as discontinued parts are listed here (see lower screenshot).

Detail View Area 2

In this overview, the color distinction of the individual rows is important for a fundamental understanding of the 
table. The structure of the table is represented in the following using an example from the upper screenshot.

● YELLOW: Assembly R-1002
● BLUE: Defined plant-specific discontinued parts in assembly R-1002
● GREEN: Assembly-specific interchangeable items in assembly R-1002
● YELLOW: Assembly P-102
● BLUE: Defined plant-specific discontinued parts in assembly P-102

The type specification in the third column on the left serves as a further differentiator of the rows.

● Type 1: The assembly
● Type 2: Defined plant-specific discontinued parts
● Type 3: Assembly-specific interchangeable items

For the rows of assembly-specific interchangeable items (green), the fields of the columns Expiration Date, 
Stock on Expiration Date, More Rows, Current Stock, Stock Coverage, as well as the first and second 
intermediate coverage have a lighter color and are not filled with values. Since these materials are only to be 
exchanged in the respective assembly, they have no plant-specific expiration date and therefore no stock for 
the expiration date. Displayed zeroes can be ignored in these cells.

Area 3

In this final area, the current stock/requirements list for the materials chosen in area 1 or 2 are displayed.

Discontinuation Control Monitor
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5 Activation of Additional Functions

The following functionalities can also be activated.

5.1 Reassignment of Planned Independent Requirements

To activate the functionality of reassigning planned independent requirements for discontinued parts, an 
additional business function from the Switch Framework must also be activated.

5.1.1  Activation of Functionality

This occurs in standard Customizing, via transaction SFW5. A switch (/SAPLOM/DCC_EHB_003) is provided 
here, which activates the corresponding functionality in the DCC monitor. Initially, this functionality is inactive 
and needs to be configured by an administrator with corresponding access rights where necessary.

Activation via Transaction SFW5
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5.1.2  Usage of Functionality

As a result of activation, certain screen elements are also displayed, which were hidden previously. Specifically, 
this affects the table of the predecessor-successor relationships, where an additional column becomes 
available:

Indicator for Reassignment of Planned Independent Requirements

Setting a checkmark in this column identifies the material as relevant for the reassignment of planned 
independent requirements. However, this does not mean that this type of requirement is automatically 
forwarded to the successor material. The actual reassignment takes place in a separate step. For this, you must 
choose the “Maintain Master Data” pushbutton on the second tab header “Simulation”.

Thus, the dialog box mentioned in the "Tab Header Simulation" section appears, which now contains an 
enhancement for the reassignment of planned independent requirements in the lower area. For the 
requirements to be taken into account accordingly, the checkmark must be set appropriately. This action 
results in a checkmark also being set for “Discontinuation Control in the Material Master”, so that the 
reorganization of the planned independent requirements takes place synchronously with the setting of the 
expiration date in the material master.

Discontinuation Control Monitor
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Enhancement of Dialog Box for Master Data Maintenance

Furthermore, the user can choose here which version of the planned independent requirements are to be taken 
into account for the reassignment. For the requirements plan, it is to be considered that this criterion refers 
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exclusively to the versions within the expiring material/plant combination. Versions of other materials that are 
assigned to this requirements plan are not taken into account.

Related Information

Simulation Tab Header [page 12]

5.1.3  Example

To understand the system behavior better, an example is given, which illustrates the reassignment mechanism. 
The initial situation in the part to be discontinued is as follows:

Initial Situation in Part To Be Discontinued

There are already some requirements for the follow-up material since the material has already been in use for a 
while and planned:

Initial Situation in Follow-Up Material

Discontinuation Control Monitor
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Now the planned independent requirements will be diverted via the dialog box described previously with the 
following settings by clicking on the Update pushbutton:

Dialog Box for Reassigning Planned Independent Requirements
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This results in the following situation for planned independent requirements in the part to be discontinued. All 
requirements after the expiration date are written to an inactive version, whereby even in the discontinued part 
it remains transparent which values were maintained here originally:

Result of Reassignment on the Part To Be Discontinued

In the follow-up material, the reassigned requirements are now visible and are identified in a separate active 
version. This enables the “normal” requirements of the successor to be distinguished from the reassigned 
requirements:

Result of Reassignment on the Follow-Up Material

The regenerated versions differ in both the discontinued part and the successor by a separate requirement 
version that identifies the versions affected by the reassignment:

Identification of Reassigned Requirements in Follow-Up Material
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5.2 Authorization Check on Plant

Just like the reassignment of the planned independent requirements, the authorization check can be activated 
in a plant. The switch “/SAPLOM/DCC_EHB_001” can be activated as required using transaction “SFW5”. After 
executing the selection screen it is hereby checked whether the user has authorization for the plants used in 
the selection. If this is not the case, a corresponding error message appears.

Activation of Authorization Check on Plant
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6 Support

When an error occurs in the program and a corresponding support agreement has been entered into, a ticket 
can be opened under the component XX-PROJ-CON-ALS.
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Important Disclaimers and Legal Information

Hyperlinks
Some links are classified by an icon and/or a mouseover text. These links provide additional information.
About the icons:

● Links with the icon : You are entering a Web site that is not hosted by SAP. By using such links, you agree (unless expressly stated otherwise in your 
agreements with SAP) to this:

● The content of the linked-to site is not SAP documentation. You may not infer any product claims against SAP based on this information.
● SAP does not agree or disagree with the content on the linked-to site, nor does SAP warrant the availability and correctness. SAP shall not be liable for any 

damages caused by the use of such content unless damages have been caused by SAP's gross negligence or willful misconduct.

● Links with the icon : You are leaving the documentation for that particular SAP product or service and are entering a SAP-hosted Web site. By using such 
links, you agree that (unless expressly stated otherwise in your agreements with SAP) you may not infer any product claims against SAP based on this 
information.

Videos Hosted on External Platforms
Some videos may point to third-party video hosting platforms. SAP cannot guarantee the future availability of videos stored on these platforms. Furthermore, any 
advertisements or other content hosted on these platforms (for example, suggested videos or by navigating to other videos hosted on the same site), are not within 
the control or responsibility of SAP.

Beta and Other Experimental Features
Experimental features are not part of the officially delivered scope that SAP guarantees for future releases. This means that experimental features may be changed by 
SAP at any time for any reason without notice. Experimental features are not for productive use. You may not demonstrate, test, examine, evaluate or otherwise use 
the experimental features in a live operating environment or with data that has not been sufficiently backed up.
The purpose of experimental features is to get feedback early on, allowing customers and partners to influence the future product accordingly. By providing your 
feedback (e.g. in the SAP Community), you accept that intellectual property rights of the contributions or derivative works shall remain the exclusive property of SAP.

Example Code
Any software coding and/or code snippets are examples. They are not for productive use. The example code is only intended to better explain and visualize the syntax 
and phrasing rules. SAP does not warrant the correctness and completeness of the example code. SAP shall not be liable for errors or damages caused by the use of 
example code unless damages have been caused by SAP's gross negligence or willful misconduct.

Gender-Related Language
We try not to use gender-specific word forms and formulations. As appropriate for context and readability, SAP may use masculine word forms to refer to all genders.
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www.sap.com/contactsap

© 2021 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
or for any purpose without the express permission of SAP SE or an SAP 
affiliate company. The information contained herein may be changed 
without prior notice.

Some software products marketed by SAP SE and its distributors 
contain proprietary software components of other software vendors. 
National product specifications may vary.

These materials are provided by SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company for 
informational purposes only, without representation or warranty of any 
kind, and SAP or its affiliated companies shall not be liable for errors or 
omissions with respect to the materials. The only warranties for SAP or 
SAP affiliate company products and services are those that are set forth 
in the express warranty statements accompanying such products and 
services, if any. Nothing herein should be construed as constituting an 
additional warranty.

SAP and other SAP products and services mentioned herein as well as 
their respective logos are trademarks or registered trademarks of SAP 
SE (or an SAP affiliate company) in Germany and other countries. All 
other product and service names mentioned are the trademarks of their 
respective companies.

Please see https://www.sap.com/about/legal/trademark.html for 
additional trademark information and notices.
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