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STATE OF WISCONSIN

COUNTY OF DANE

matter.

RICHARD L. BOLTON, being first duly sworn, on oath deposes and says as follows:

1. I am one of the attorneys representing the plaintiffs in the above captioned

2. I make this affidavit in opposition to the defendants’ Motion for Summary

Judgment and in support of plaintiffs’ Cross-Motion for Summary Judgment.

3. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 1 is a true and correct copy of the

deposition transcript of Craig Bannister, conducted on May 21, 2010.

4. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 2 is a true and correct copy of the

Colorado Day of Prayer Proclamation for 2004.

5. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 3 is a true and correct copy of the

Colorado Day of Prayer Proclamation for 2005.

6. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 4 is a true and correct copy of the

Colorado Day of Prayer Proclamation for 2006.

7. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 5 is a true and correct copy of the

Colorado Day of Prayer Proclamation for 2007.

8. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 6 is a true and correct copy of the

Colorado Day of Prayer Proclamation for 2008.

9. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 7 is a true and correct copy of the

Colorado Day of Prayer Proclamation for 2009.

10. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 8 are true and correct copies of form

letters sent by the National Day of Prayer Task Force to each state governor in 2005, 2006,
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2007, 2008 and 2009, which were produced to affiant by Shirley Dobson during discovery in

litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.

11. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 9 is a true and correct copy of a published

report dated May 4, 2007, describing Governor Ritter’s participation in Day of Prayer

celebration at State Capitol.

12. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 10 is a true and correct copy of a

published document identifying Governor Ritter’s participation in the 2008 Colorado Prayer

Luncheon.

13. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 11 is a true and correct copy of

Application for Use of Capitol Grounds for Day of Prayer activities in 2006, produced by

defendants.

14. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 12 is a true and correct copy of document

produced by the defendants noting Governor Ritter’s anticipated participation in 2007 Day of

Prayer activities at the Capitol.

15. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 13 are true and correct copies of

documents produced by the defendants describing Day of Prayer activities at the State

Capitol.

16. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 14 are true and correct copies of NDP

proclamations from 2008 by state governors, including proclamations by the governors of

Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Missouri,

Nebraska, New Jersey, Utah, Virginia, and Wyoming, which proclamations include the NDP

Task Force annual theme and supporting scripture.



17. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 15 are NDP prayer proclamations by state

governors in 2007, including proclamations by the governors of Colorado, Florida, Hawaii,

Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Nebraska, New Jersey, Utah,

Virginia, and Wyoming which include the NDP Task Force annual theme and supporting

scripture.

18. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 16 are true and correct copies of NDP

prayer proclamations by state governors in 2006, including proclamations by the governors

of Colorado, Florida, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Massachusetts,

Nebraska, New Jersey, Utah, Virginia, and Wyoming which include the NDP Task Force

annual theme and supporting scripture.

19. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 17 are true and correct copies of NDP

prayer proclamations by state governors in 2005, including proclamations by the governors

of Colorado, Florida, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Massachusetts,

Nebraska, New Jersey, Utah, Virginia, and Wyoming which include the NDP Task Force

annual theme and supporting scripture.

20. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 18 are true and correct copies of NDP

prayer proclamations by state governors in 2004, including proclamations by the governors

of Colorado, Florida, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Massachusetts,

Nebraska, New Jersey, Utah, Virginia, and Wyoming which include the NDP Task Force

annual theme and supporting scripture.

21. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 19 are true and correct copies of National

Day of Prayer Proclamations issued by state governors in 2009, including proclamations

from the governors of Arkansas, Florida, Iowa, Idaho, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana,
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Massachusetts, Mississippi, Nebraska, New Mexico, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Virginia,

Wyoming, which all include reference to the NDP Task Force annual theme and supporting

scripture.

22. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 20 is a true and correct copy of a letter by

Shirley Dobson to President Obama stating that the official presidential proclamation is

integral to the yearly national observance in public venues and state houses throughout the

This document was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day ofcountry.

Prayer.

23. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 21 is a true and correct copy of the

February 2006 letter by Shirley Dobson to President Bush noting the President’s crucial role

in calling Americans to prayer. This document was produced to affiant in litigation relating

to the National Day of Prayer.

24. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 22 are true and correct copies of Shirley

Dobson’s letters to President Bush in March of 2007 and 2008 with draft Presidential

Proclamations. This document was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National

Day of Prayer.

25. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 23 is a true and correct copy of the form

letter by Shirley Dobson to NDP Task Force state coordinators regarding the 2008

observance and emphasizing that it is especially vital to enlist the support and affirmation of

our country’s leaders, including proclamations by state governors.This document was

produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.

26. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 24 is a true and correct copy of a January

2009 letter by Shirley Dobson to NDP Task Force state coordinators requesting help in
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obtaining written proclamations from govemors and active participation in observances,

most appropriately on the steps of the Capital buildings. This document was produced to

affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.

27. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 25 is a true and correct copy of Mrs.

Dobson’s form letter in 2006 to NDP Task Force state coordinators requesting that

proclamations from governors be obtained, with active participation in local prayer

gatherings, ideally on the steps of the state Capital buildings. This document was produced

to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.

28. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 26 is a true and correct copy of a January

2007 letter by Shirley Dobson to NDP Task Force state coordinators stating that it is critical

to garner support of national leaders, including by obtaining written proclamations from

governors. This document was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day

of Prayer.

29. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 27 is a true and correct copy of a January

2004 Letter by Mrs. Dobson to NDP Task Force state coordinators requesting signed

proclamations, by governors and participation in local prayer gatherings, ideally on the steps

of Capital buildings. This document was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the

National Day of Prayer.

30. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 28 is a true and correct copy of form

letters sent by NDP Task Force to each state governor in 2009 requesting NDP proclamation.

This document was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.
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31. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 29 is a true and correct copy of form

letters sent by NDP Task Force to each state govemor in 2008 requesting NDP proclamation.

This document was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.

32. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 30 is a true and correct copy of Mrs.

Dobson’s letter in 2006 to state governors requesting NDP proclamations and requesting

each govemor’s support to further efforts to call the nation to prayer, while acknowledging

the Creator. This document was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day

of Prayer.

33. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 31 are true and correct copies of Mrs.

Dobson’s form letter to each governor in 2005 and 2006 requesting NDP proclamation. This

document was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.

34. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 32 are true and correct copies of letters by

Mrs. Dobson to federal officials requesting participation in Cannon Office Building NDP

Observance. This document was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day

of Prayer.

35. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 33 are true and correct copies of a Letter

by Mrs. Dobson to federal officials participating in the 2008 Cannon Office Building NDP

Observance. This document was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day

of Prayer.

36. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 34 is a true and correct copy of March

2008 Letter by Shirley Dobson to Condoleezza Rice inviting her to represent the Executive

Branch at Capital Hill prayer observance and requesting brief description of the significant
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role prayer has played in Ms. Rice’s personal and professional life. This document was

produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.

37. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 35 is a true and correct copy of February

2007 Letter by Shirley Dobson to Secretary Jim Nicholson inviting him to represent the

Executive Branch at NDP Task Force observance at Cannon Office Building and requesting

that Secretary Nicolson speak about the importance of prayer in his personal and professional

life. This document was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of

Prayer.

38. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 36 is a true and correct copy of February

2005 Letter by Mrs. Dobson to South Dakota Governor requesting that he issue a NDP

proclamation and noting that the National Day of Prayer Task Force receives official

statements of support from the President of the United States, as well as governors of the

fifty states. Mrs. Dobson further requests that the Governor’s proclamation urge the people

of South Dakota to assemble in order to pray. This document was produced to affiant in

litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.

39. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 37 is a true and correct copy of February

2005 Letter by .Shirley Dobson to President Bush with purposed draft of Presidential

Proclamation, and noting that for many Americans, the Presidential Proclamation is an

important symbol of affirmation of the National Day of Prayer observance. This document

was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.

40. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 38 is a true and correct copy of March

2005 Letters by Shirley Dobson to Secretary Michael Johanns and Representative Tom
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DeLay inviting participation at Cannon Office Building.This document was produced to

affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.

41. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 39 is a true and correct copy of 2007 form

Letter by Shirley Dobson to governors requesting that they lend support in the form of a

public proclamation declaring a National Day of Prayer. This document was produced to

affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.

42. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 40 is a true and correct copy of October

2004 Letter by Shirley Dobson to Senator Bill Frist requesting him to represent the

Legislative Branch at 2005 Cannon Office Building observance, while noting that the

National Day of Prayer is a celebrated memorial to our nation’s Christian heritage. This

document was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.

43. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 41 is a true and correct copy of December

2004 Letter by Shirley Dobson to Senator Rick Santora~m requesting him to represent the

Legislative Branch at 2005 Cannon House Building observance and further requesting the

Senator to convey the prayer needs of the Legislative Branch as well as the role of prayer in

his personal and professional life. This document was produced to affiant in litigation

relating to the National Day of Prayer.

44. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 42 is a true and correct copy of February

2004 Letter by Shirley Dobson to Representative Charles Stenholm regarding his

participation in 2004 Cannon Office Building observance by NDP Task Force. Mrs. Dobson

also notes that "foundational to our country has been the understanding that God is the

Source of our freedom." This document was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the

National Day of Prayer.
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45. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 43 is a true and correct copy of May 2006

Letter by Mrs. Dobson to Chaplain Barry Black of the United States Senate thanking his

participation in 2006 Cannon .Office Building observance and noting that Mrs. Dobson is

overwhelmed by the tremendous outpouring or prayer and repentance that encompassed the

Nation as hands joined together to cry out to God and hearts were changed and hope was

restored. This document was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of

Prayer.

46. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 44 is a true and correct copy of February

2004 Letter by Mrs. Dobson to Secretary Roderick Paige regarding his participation in 2004

Cannon Office Building prayer observance, while noting that the Capital Hill observance is

symbolic of the celebrations taking place throughout the land. Mrs. Dobson hopes that the

NDP Task Force scriptural message will be a catalyst to draw Americans closer to God as

they look to him for guidance with their personal concerns. This document was produced to

affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.

47. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 45 is a true and correct copy of April 2006

Letter by Shirley Dobson to Secretary Elaine Chao regarding her participation in 2006

Cannon Office Building observance and noting that NDP Task Force scriptural support is

intended to draw Americans closer to God for guidance. This document was produced to

affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.

48. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 46 is a true and correct copy of a draft

Letter of Thanks by Shirley Dobson to Congressmen who attended the 2005 Cannon Office

Building observance, and whose commitment to praying for the United States is said to set
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an inspiring example for fellow citizens. This document was produced to affiant in litigation

relating to the National Day of Prayer.

49. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 47 are true and correct copies of Letters

from President Bush to Shirley Dobson thanking her for her commitment to prayer. This

document was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.

50. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 48 are true and correct copies of National

Day of Prayer Task Force programs for Cannon Caucus Room observances for 2004-2009.

This document was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.

51. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 49 are true and correct copies of posters

for 2009 NDP Cannon Office Building observance by NDP Task Force. This document was

produced to affiant in litigation relating to the National Day of Prayer.

52. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 50 is a true and correct copy of NDP Task

Force list of Executive Branch Representatives for 1999-2008 at Cannon Office Building

NDP observances. This document was produced to affiant in litigation relating to the

National Day of Prayer.

53. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 51 is a true and correct copy of a page

from the NDP Task Force website describing its mission, values and statement of Judeo-

Christian orientation.

54. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 52 is a true and correct copy of a page

from the NDP Task Force website describing "What makes prayer work."

55. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 53 is a true and correct copy of a page

from the NDP Task Force website explaining "Why we pray."
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56. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 54 is a true and correct copy of a page

from the NDP Task Force website explaining "What is prayer and why people should pray."

57. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 55 are true and correct copies of materials

from the NDP Task Force regarding coordinator applications and the limitation to Judeo-

Christian believers.

58. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 56 is a true and correct copy of a page

from the NDP Task Force website describing the magnitude of the 2008 National Day of

Prayer celebration and identifying public official participation.

59. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 57 is a true and correct copy of a page

from the National Prayer Committee website noting the involvement of the Prayer

Committee and NDP Task Force Chairman in obtaining legislation in 1988 to designate the

first Thursday in May of each year as a National Day of Prayer.

60. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 58 are true and correct copies of news

articles reporting the pressure put on New York Governor Eliott Spitzer in 2007 to issue a

NDP Proclamation.

61. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 59 is a true and correct copy of a news

article describing the pressure put on Minnesota Governor Jesse Ventura to issue a NDP

Proclamation in 1999.

62. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 60 and 61 are true and correct copies of

news reports from April 2008 announcing that all fifty governors issued National Day of

Prayer Proclamations.

63. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 62 are true and correct copies of articles

describing the magnitude of the 2008 NDP celebrations.
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64. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 63 is a true and correct copy of a UPI

report dated January 29, 1983, noting that President Reagan declared a National Day of

Prayer on May 5, in order to bring renewed respect for God.

65. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 64 is a true and correct copy of a page

from a National Prayer Committee website noting its purpose to provide leadership to the

National Prayer Movement.

66. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 65 is a true and correct copy of a page

from the National Day of Prayer Task Force website soliciting funds in order to

communicate the need for personal repentance and prayer to every family and to mobilize

American believers to prayer.

67. Attached as Exhibits 66-92 are true and correct copies of publicly available

reports indicating the divisiveness of recent National Day of Prayer Declarations and

Observances.

68. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 93 is a true and correct copy of an

encyclopedia description of the National Day of Prayer as "a day designated by the United

States Congress as a day when people are asked to come together and pray, especially for

their country."

69. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 94 is a true and correct copy of a research

report from Harvard University describing the National Day of Prayer, including the

involvement of Reverend Billy Graham in the passage of 1952 of legislation mandating a

National Day of Prayer.

70. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 95 is a true and correct copy of Plaintiff

Mike Smith’s Interrogatory Answers.
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71. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 96 is a true and correct copy of Plaintiff

David Habecker’s Interrogatory Answers.

72. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 97 is a true and correct copy of Plaintiff

Jeff Baysinger’s Interrogatory Answers.

73. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 98 are true and correct copies of Letters

written by FFRF to state governors in 2005 requesting issuance of secular proclamations to

balance NDP proclamations.

74. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 99 is a true and correct copy of FFRF’s

report on request to governors to balance prayer proclamations by issuing freethought

proclamations.

75. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 100 are true and correct copies of

exemplar articles reporting on President Bush’s promotion of prayer, particularly by the NDP

Task Force.

76. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 101 is a true and correct copy of a

published description of the National Day of Prayer and its relationship with the NDP Task

Force, including the Task Forces’ commitment to the Lausanne Covenant, subscribed to by

Fundamentalists and Evangelical Protestants.

77. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 102 is a true and correct copy of a

statement by the National Prayer Committee regarding the National Day of Prayer, described

as "An Act of Congress which encourages Americans to pray for our nation, its people and

its leaders."

78. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 103 is a true and correct copy of the

Judiciary Committee Report in 1952 on National Day of Prayer legislation, which report
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concluded that it would be appropriate if pursuant to the resolution people of the country

united in a day of prayer, thus reaffirming in a dramatic manner the deep religious conviction

which has supposedly prevailed throughout the history of the United States.

79. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 104 is a true and correct copy of a New

York Times article, dated April 18, 1952, announcing President Truman’s signing of the

Prayer Day Bill, the purpose of which is to have the public assemble to offer prayers for

world peace.

80. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 105 is a true and correct copy of an FFRF

article noting the increase in the number of Americans that identify with no religion, which is

the fastest-growing segment of the United States population.

81. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 106 are true and correct pages from the

Campus Crusade for Christ website with biography of Vonette Bright.

82. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 107 are true and correct copies of

Congressional Record Reports of Comments by Congressman Tony Hall regarding 1988

NDP Bill.

83. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 108 are true and correct pages from the

Congressional Record with comments by speakers, including Pat Boone, regarding 1988

NDP Bill.

84. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 109 is a true and correct copy of the 1988

National Day of Prayer Amendment Act as enacted.

85. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 110 are true and correct copies from the

Campus Crusade for Christ web page describing its purpose and size.
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86. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 111 is a true and correct copy of the

deposition transcript of Shirley Dobson, which deposition was conducted on November 10,

2009.

87. Attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 112 is a true and correct copy of an article

posted on September 28, 2008, in which Rep. J. Randy Forbes, R-VA, refers to the National

Day of Prayer as a "monumental religious

Richard L. Bolton

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
3rdkt~ay of June, 2010. ,_

~osalie G. Stapleton Wi~on~i’n-

tary Public, State of
My Commission expires: 9/1/2013
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Craig Bannister

DISTRICT COURT
CITY AND COUNTY OF DENVER
STATE OF COLORADO

1437 Bannock Street
Denver, Colorado 80202

Page 1

Plaintiffs:
FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION,
INC.; MIKE SMITH; DAVID HABECKER;
TIMOTHY G. BAILEY; and
JEFF BAYSINGER

Defendants:
BILL RITTER, JR., in his official
capacity as GOVERNOR OF THE STATE
OF COLORADO; and THE STATE OF
COLORADO

COURT USE ONLY

For the Plaintiffs:
RICHARD L. BOLTON, ESQ. *
Boardman, Suhr, Curry & Field, LLP
1 South Pinckney Street, 4th Floor
P.O. Box 927
Madison, Wisconsin 53701-0927
Reg. No. 1012552
Phone: (608) 257-9521
¯ Attorney of Record

Case No.:
08CV9799

Ctrm: 9

DEPOSITION OF CRAIG BANNISTER

PURSUANT TO NOTICE, the above-entitled

deposition was taken on behalf of the Plaintiffs at the

offices of the Colorado Attorney General, 1525 Sherman

Street, 7th Floor, Denver, Colorado, on Friday, May 21,

2010, at 8:31 a.m., before Teresa Chaplin, Registered

Professional Reporter and Notary Public.

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500
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APPEARANCES:
For the Plaintiffs:

RICHARD L. BOLTON, ESQ.
Boardman, Suhr, Curry & Field, LLP
1 South Pinckney Street, 4th Floor
P.O. Box 927
Madison, Wisconsin 53701-0927
(608)    257-9521
E-mail: rbolton@boardmanlawfirm.com

For the Defendants:
MATTHEW D. GROVE, ESQ.
Assistant Attorney General
1525 Sherman Street, 7th Floor
Denver, Colorado 80203
(303) 866-5264
E-mail: matthew.grove@state.co.us

EXAMINATION INDEX

By Mr. Bolton
By Mr. Grove

EXHIBIT INDEX

FOR IDENTIFICATION

Deposition Exhibit 1
5/6/04 Proclamation

Deposition Exhibit 2
Affidavit of Craig Bannister

Deposition Exhibit 3
5/1/08 Proclamation

Deposition Exhibit 4
5/7/09 Proclamation

Deposition Exhibit 5
53/07 Proclamation

Deposition Exhibit 6
5/4/06 Proclamation

Deposition Exhibit 7
5/5/05 Proclamation

Page 4, 88, 92
Page      83, 91

REFERENCE
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18

2O

2O

23
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EXHIBIT INDEX (Cont’d)

FOR IDENTIFICATION

Deposition Exhibit 8
1/8/08 Letter to Governor from
Shirley Dobson

Deposition Exhibit 9
LA Times article, Atheists answer day of
prayer with lawsuit

Deposition Exhibit i0
Colorado Prayer Luncheon information
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Craig Bannister
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P R O C E E D I N G S

WHEREUPON, the following proceedings were

taken pursuant to the Colorado Rules of Civil

Procedure.

CRAIG BANNISTER,

having been first duly sworn to state the whole truth,

testified as follows:

BY MR. BOLTON:

Q.

A.

Q.

position?

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

EXAMINATION

And you are ...

Craig Bannister.

And what is your position, employment

My title is senior press associate.

Press what?

Press associate.

And I’m going to apologize in advance.

don’t hear particularly well, so I’ll probably be

asking you to repeat things. And I’m not trying to be

difficult.

A.

Q.

secretary or is that more or less the job that you

have? You said press associate is the ...

I’ii try and speak loudly.

So is that a position -- is there a press

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500
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craig Bannister

A. Yes.

communications.

Q. Okay.

So we have a director of

Page 5

And then in terms of the

hierarchy, then, do you report to the director of

communications then?

A. Yes.

Q. And who is the director of

communications?

A. Evan Dreyer.

Q. What’s the last name?

A. Dreyer, D-R-E-Y-E-R.

Q. And has he been the director of

communications throughout the governship of Governor

Ritter?

A.

Q.

throughout Governor Ritter’s governorship; correct?

A. No.

Q. Okay. When did you begin -- you worked

for Governor Owens; is that right?

A. (Indicated.)

Q. And what position did you have with

Governor Owens?

A. My title has changed quite a bit. I

believe I started as press assistant.

Yes.

Now, you’ve been a senior press associate

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500
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Q. Okay. And then you continued on with

Governor Ritter, then; correct?

Yes.

And when did you become senior press

io

associate?

A.

2009.

Q.

A.

I believe the official title was given in

What was your position before 2009?

Communications assistant. It’s pretty

informal over there.

Did your duties change significantly in

2009?

A.

Q.

NO.

Okay. You’re familiar with the National

Day of Prayer; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. When did you first become aware of the

National Day of Prayer?

A. I couldn’t give you a date, I’m sorry.

Q. Pardon?

A. I couldn’t give you a date.

Q. Was it -- do you know of the National Day

of Prayer outside your job responsibilities?

A. No.

Q. You became aware of the National Day of

Page 6
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Prayer in your capacity as a state employee?

A. Yes.

Q. Can you tell me how you first became

aware? And again, I don’t know you don’t recall

specifically, what do you recall about how you became

aware of the National Day of Prayer?

A. To the best of my recollection, via I

believe it was a proclamation request. But again, you

know, we’re going back six years, five years,

four years maybe.

Q.      And was that the proclamation request by

the National Day of Prayer Task Force?

A. I couldn’t tell you that. I don’t know.

Q. Do you recall whether the request came

from Ms. Shirley Dobson?

A. I don’t know.

Q. Do you know who Mrs. Dobson is?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you know -- have you heard of the

National Day of Prayer Task Force?

A. Yes.

Q. And do you recall when you first became

aware of the task force?

A. No.

Q. Do you know what the task force is, the

Page 7
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National Day of Prayer Task Force?

A. I have an idea.

Q. What is your idea?

A. The extent of my knowledge about this

task force is they request proclamations from governors

around the nation.

Q. And do you know anything -- the task

force is -- do you know them, the task force, to be

involved in organizing National Day of Prayer

activities each year?

A. I don’t.

Q. When you became aware of the National Day

of Prayer via the request for a proclamation, was that

something that you handled, that you processed?

A. Yes.

Q. And what do you recall about the first

time that you had to deal with the request for a

proclamation?

A. To the best of my recollection, we !ooked

at the request, checked it with my boss, found that it

had been done in the past --

Q. It had or had not?

A. It had been done in the past, and

therefore, we updated the language.

Q.      And was this while you were working for

Page 8
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Governor Owens?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you know when the governor’s office

first began issuing National Day of Prayer

proclamations?

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

I do not.

But it preceded Governor Owens?

I do not know that.

I guess I misunderstood. When you -- you

had a -- when you were dealing with a request for a

proclamation, you talked to your boss, you said?

A. Uh-huh.

Q. And that would have been the director of

communications?

A. I’m not sure what his title was at the

time, but he was directly above me.

Q. Okay. And I thought I understood you to

say that it had been done before.

A. Correct.

Q. By Governor Owens or his predecessor?

A. As far as I know, Governor Owens.

MR. GROVE: If I could clarify, I think

that Mr. Bannister’s tenure was not coincident with the

beginning of the Owens administration.

MR. BOLTON: Okay. I may have
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Page i0

misunderstood your affidavit.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) When did you begin work

for Governor Owens?

I became a full-time employee in June ofio

2006.

Q. Okay. And you were told that similar

proclamations had been issued in the past; right?

A. Yes.

Q. And there was a similar proclamation in

word processing, basically?

A. Yes.

Q. And then you updated the one in the

system basically for, was it 2006, then?

A. I believe so, yes.

Q. Governor Ritter became governor in 2007;

is that correct?

A. He was elected in November of 2006.

Q. 2006. Yeah. Okay. Did you actually

have -- the request for a proclamation had come to you

in a written form?

A. I can’t remember.

Q. My understanding is that, at least the

proclamations that I have seen, each one, at least from

2004 to 2008, included a reference to an annual theme

and a scriptural reference; are you aware of that?

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500
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craig Bannister

A. Sounds about right, yeah.

Q. And did you continue -- were you the

person who continued to update the proclamations after

the first one that you did in 2006?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And other than modifying the

annual theme and the scriptural reference, did you do

anything on an annual basis to the proclamations? Did

you change anything?

A. You’re going to have to be more specific.

Q. With regard to -- for instance, when

you -- you got a request each year, then?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. When you got a request in 2007,

you went back to the 2006 proclamation; correct?

A. Correct.

And you changed the annual theme;Qo

correct?

A.

Page ii

We changed the dates, and to the best of

my recollection -- to the best of my recollection, we

changed some of the wording in the proclamation.

Q.      And are you aware that the proclamations

from 2004 at least until 2008 included a reference to

an annual National Day of Prayer theme?

A.      What do you mean by "theme’’~
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Page 12

Q. Well, let’s see.

(Exhibit 1 was marked.)

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) First I’m going to show

you a proclamation from 2004. And I understand that

that precedes when you began working for the governor’s

office. But have you seen -- does this look like the

format for the proclamations that you were involved in

preparing?

A. Yes.

Q. In the fourth paragraph, the fourth

"whereas" paragraph there’s a reference to, it says, in

2004, the National Day of Prayer acknowledges Leviticus

with the theme ’Let Freedom Ring’; do you see that?

A. I do.

Q. Did you make similar -- is that one of

the paragraphs that you would modify on an annual

basis?

A. I don’t recall it ever saying the theme

or referring to a theme.

Q. Okay. Now, with regard to the

proclamations, though, is the format from the 2004 one

basically the format that you’re familiar with?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And so this is basically the

format that you would then tweak on an annual basis; is

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500
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that correct?

A.

Q.

Yes.

And it concludes by proclaiming a

Colorado Day of Prayer; correct?

A. This one?

Q. Yes.

A. Yes.

Q.

correct?

A.

Q.

correct?

A.

Q.

And the ones that you also were involved

with also proclaimed a Colorado Day of Prayer; correct?

To the best of my recollection, yes.

And they include the state seal; is that

Is that what you see there?

Yes.

And then the governor’s signature;

Yes.

And I guess it says -- perhaps, is that

the executive seal of the state of Colorado, is that

what the seal is?

A. Yes.

Q. And is the governor, is that -- is the

executive seal something that is used exclusively by

the governor?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

speculation.

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500
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(By Mr. Bolton) If you know.

I mean, to my knowledge, yes.

The proclamations that you were involved

in preparing, they were then issued; correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And they were issued as a proclamation by

the governor; correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And my understanding is that the

signature on at least some of them that you were

involved with was not -- the governor didn’t actually

sit and sign it, but you had a stamp that you used; is

that correct?

A.

Q.

Yes. Not a stamp, it actually signs it.

But that -- you were authorized by the

governor to use that form of signature; correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And in terms of the issuance, then, of

these proclamations, that was done with the

authorization and consent of the governor; correct?

A. That’s a little open-ended.

Q. Well, did you do it -- did you have

authority to -- I mean, would you actually be the

person, then, that would put the signature on the

proclamation?

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500
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Page 15

io Yes.

And did you have authority to do that?

Yes.

On behalf of the governor?

Yes.

What is your understanding of what a

proclamation is?

MR. GROVE:

conclusion.

A.

Objection.

Go ahead and answer.

Calls for a legal

It’s an honorary document that recognizes

certain people, groups, causes.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) And people request

honorary proclamations from the governor’s office?

A. Yes.

Q. And they request proclamations in order

to add some support for whatever their event is or

whatever it is from the governor’s office?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

speculation. Go ahead and answer.

A. I mean, I can’t say what they ask for

them for, but I would imagine that it’s something along

those lines, yes.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Do you understand that

the proclamations      well, when you -- when the

governor’s office issues a proclamation, are there any

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500
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restrictions put on what can be done with a

proclamation?

speculation.

Q.

A.

Q.

Page 16

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

(By Mr. Bolton) Do you know?

I’m sorry, could you ask that one again?

Well, for instance, the proclamations

that you were involved in preparing, after you prepared

the proclamation, what would you do with it?

A. I would give the requesting party a hard

copy of the proclamation.

And would you tel! -- would you mail it

to them or ...

A. If they requested it to be mailed, yes,

sir, we would mail it to them.

Q.      With regard to the Day of Prayer

proclamations, do you recall how you conveyed that to

the requester?

A. No. Sorry.

Q. Whether you mail it -- if you mailed the

proclamation to the requester, would there be a cover

letter that would go with it?

A. No. We would literally slide it into an

envelope with a cardboard backing and mail it to the

address.
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Page 17

Q. And so it’s sent out -- it’s issued with,

it looks like, an official formal document of the

governor’s then; correct?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

speculation.

A. I mean, to the point that it’s got a

state seal and the governor’s signature, yes.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Do you tell the

requester that there’s any limitations on what they can

do with the proclamation?

A. No.

Q. Do you understand that the proclamations

are used, at least by some requesters, to promote their

activities?

speculation.

A.

Q.

MR. GROVE:

Relevance.

Objection, calls for

Go ahead and answer.

I would imagine so, yes.

(By Mr. Bolton) Do you know, with regard

to the Day of Prayer proclamations, that they are used

as part of the promotion of the annual event?

speculation.

A.

Q.

MR. GROVE:

Relevancy.

No, I don’t.

(By Mr. Bolton)

Objection. Calls for

Go ahead and answer.

Are there -- is the Day

of Prayer one of the -- have you seen it celebrated
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Page 18

around the capitol before?

A. I -- yes. The first time was actually a

little earlier this month.

Q.      And in your affidavit I think you

indicated that -- and let me give you a copy of your

affidavit.

(Exhibit 2 was marked.)

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Exhibit 2 is an

affidavit that you signed in the litigation that we’re

involved in now; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Paragraph 25 of your affidavit you

indicate that "The governor’s office did not issue a

press release or otherwise publicize the Colorado Day

of Prayer proclamations in 2007, 2008, or 2009"; do you

see that?

A. Yes.

Q. Are you aware that at least in 2007, the

governor actually attended a National Day of Prayer

celebration at the capitol?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Relevancy. Go

ahead and answer.

A. That became the knowledge, after this

lawsuit was brought, to me.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) But you do have that
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Page 19

knowledge, though? You know that right now?

A. Right now, yes.

Q. And the governor actually spoke at at

least the 2007 day of prayer activities at the capitol;

correct?

MR. GROVE:

ahead and answer.

A.

Q.

Objection. Foundation. Go

That’s what I’ve been told, yes.

(By Mr. Bolton) Do you know that the

governor actually read the 2007 proclamation at the

2007 day of prayer activities at the capitol?

A. I did not know that.

Q. With regard to the 2010 proclamation, a

proclamation was issued; is that correct?

A. I’m sorry, say that then again.

Q. Was a proclamation issued for the day of

prayer in 20107

A. Yes.

Q. Do you know when it was issued?

A. Earlier this year.

Q. Was it issued shortly before the National

Day of Prayer, if you know?

A. If I had to give a time frame, I would

say somewhere between February and early April. But

again, to the best of my recollection.

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500
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craig Bannister

Q.      And that request for a proclamation went

to the National Day of Prayer Task Force in 2010; is

that correct?

A.

Q.

I couldn’t tell you that.

Were you involved in the preparation of

the 2010 proclamation?

A. I was final sign-off, yes.

Q. Pardon?

A. I was final sign-off.

Q. Was there anything -- between 2008 and

2009, do you recall making any changes to the National

Day of Prayer or the day of prayer proclamation?

A. 2008 and 2009?

Q. Right.

A. Do you have the documents?

Q. Pardon?

A. Do you have the documents?

Q. Sure.

A. If I could see them, I could tell you

real quick if we did them or not.

Exhibits 3 and 4 were marked.)

Q. By Mr. Bolton) Exhibit 3 is the 2008

proclamation; is that correct, for the Day of Prayer?

A. Yes.

Q.

Page 2 0

And Exhibit 4 is the 2009 Colorado Day of
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Prayer proclamation; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And exhibit -- or the 2008 proclamation,

Exhibit 3, includes, in the fourth "whereas" paragraph,

a reference to a particular bible passage; is that

correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And that particular passage that was

included in the 2008 proclamation, would you have been

responsible for inserting that into that particular

proclamation?

A. I don’t believe I would have inserted it.

I believe it was probably there from the year before.

Q. Pardon?

A. I don’t believe I inserted that. I

believe it would have been there from the year before.

Q. In Exhibit 4, the 2009 proclamation,

there is not any reference to any biblical passage; is

that correct?

A. That’s correct.

Q. Do you recall, were you involved in the

preparation of the 2009 proclamation?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you recall why you took out or did not

include any biblical reference in the 2009

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500
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Page 22

proclamation?

MR. GROVE:

getting into privileged areas here.

foundation?

Mr. Bolton, you may be

Could you lay a

MR. BOLTON: Sure.

(By Mr. Bolton) What was your

involvement, first of all, in the preparation of the

2009 proclamation?

A. I believe I received a request, and then

I believe I sought legal advice from our legal counsel.

Q.     And you sought legal advice because of

the pending litigation; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And in terms of why the biblical

reference is not included in Exhibit 4, in the 2009

proclamation, was that a decision that you made on your

own? And let me ask this: Can you answer why that was

or was not, why a biblical reference was or was not

included in the 2009 proclamation, without disclosing

any communications from counsel?

A. I can’t. I cannot.

Q. In other words, the governor didn’t tell

you to specifically exclude that; right?

A. He did not.

Q. Do you know whether or not any biblical

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500
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reference was included in the 2010 day of prayer

proclamation?

A. It was not, to the best of my

recollection.

Q.     And you would have been involved in the

2010 proclamation?

A. Yes.

(Exhibit 5 was marked.)

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Do you recognize

Exhibit 5 as the 2007 day of prayer proclamation?

A. Yes.

Q. Comparing Exhibit 5 with Exhibit 3, so

looking at the 2007 and the 2008 day of prayer

proclamations, do you see that in the fourth "whereas"

paragraph of the proclamation that the biblical

reference is different between the two?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you recall changing the biblical

reference on an annual basis?

A. I don’t specifically recall this one.

looks like something we would update.

Q. Do you recall inserting the biblical

reference on an annual basis as a reference that was

supplied to you by the requester of the proclamation?

A. To the best of my recollection, yes.

Page 23
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Q. Do you recognize the references in both

Exhibit 3 and Exhibit 5 to be biblical references?

A. They look to be, yes.

Q. Do you recall including any religious

reference in any of the day of prayer proclamations

that included some religious reference that was not a

biblical reference?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Vague. Could you

clarify "religious reference’’~

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) The 2009 and 2010

proclamations, my understanding is, did not include any

scriptural reference such as we see in Exhibit 3 and 5;

correct?

A. That looks to be correct.

(Exhibit 6 was marked.)

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Do you recognize

Exhibit 6 as being the 2006 day of prayer proclamation?

A. I mean, it looks like it to me, yes.

Q. And in the fourth "whereas" paragraph of

the 2006 proclamation there is also a biblical

reference; is that correct?

A. Looks to be, yes. Assuming Samuel’s in

the bible, I’m not sure.

Q. Did you ever include anything in any of

the proclamations to your knowledge that was not a

Page 24
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Craig Bannister

reference from the bible?

A. Not to my recollection.

Q. And prior to this one --

MR. GROVE: Yeah, I don’t think

Mr. Bannister is done answering.

A. I should probably make it clear that 2006

was not done by me.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Okay. You were not

involved in the 2006. So 2007 would have been the

first proclamation that you were directly involved in?

A. To the best of my recollection, yes.

Q. Okay. So the first request that you got

for a proclamation, whether you actually got the

request in 2006 or not, was for the 2007 day of prayer;

is that correct?

A. To the best of my recollection, yes.

Q. And again, other than what counsel may

have told you, what is your knowledge of the -- of

Governor Ritter’s participation in Day of Prayer

activities at the capitol?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

speculation. Go ahead and answer.

me?

Other than what legal counsel has told

Page 25

Q. (By Hr. Bolton) Right.
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A. I have no recollection of the governor

participating in it.

Q. So your only knowledge of the governor’s

participation -- you would not have independent

knowledge of any of the governor’s participation?

A. Unless I was staffing him, no. And I

don’t recall ever staffing him at a Day of Prayer.

Q.     After 2007 in the newspaper there were

references to Governor Ritter’s participation in Day of

Prayer activities at the capitol. Do you recall

reading any of those?

A. I do not.

Q. Do you know whether -- well, do you know,

as we sit here today, that the National Day of Prayer

has generated some controversy?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

speculation.

A.

Q.

news?

Define "controversy."

(By Mr. Bolton) Well, has it been in the

Page 26

A. I know there’s a lawsuit pending against

the State of Colorado, if that counts.

Q. But other than your awareness of the

lawsuit, you’re not aware of anything in the media or

elsewhere about the National Day of Prayer?
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A. I have heard there’s some -- something

going on with the National Day of Prayer.

Q. Okay. You’ve never had any understanding

that the National Day of Prayer activities on an annual

basis are controversial?

A. Prior to this lawsuit?

Q. Right.

A. No.

Q. Again, other than discussions with

counsel, are you aware of any discussions in the

governor’s office about discontinuing the practice of

issuing Day of Prayer proclamations?

Other than my discussions with legal

counsel?

Q.

A.

Q.

Uh-huh.

No, I’m not aware.

The Day of Prayer --

MR. GROVE: Just to be clear, you weren’t

divulging anything that was involved in those

discussions, you’re just saying you’re not going to

discuss?

MR. BOLTON: Yeah, I didn’t construe it

And just so we’re clear, I’m not trying

Page 27

any other way.

to get at communications that you’ve~had with counsel.

MR. GROVE: I just wanted to make sure we
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weren’t going in that direction.

MR. BOLTON: Yeah. No.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) But again, other than

with counse!, you’re not aware of any discussions

within the governor’s office about whether the

governor’s office should or should not issue Day of

Prayer proclamations?

THE DEPONENT: I have a question on that

one. Am I allowed to consult with you? I’ve got a

question for my attorney.

MR. GROVE: If this involves a question

of privilege, then yes, absolutely.

THE DEPONENT: Can we step outside?

MR. GROVE: Yeah, let’s step out for a

second.

the question?

back?

(Pause in proceedings.)

MR. GROVE: Mr. Bolton, could you repeat

MR. BOLTON: Can you read the question

that?

question about.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton)

Page 28

(The last question was read back.)

THE DEPONENT: Was there a question after

I don’t think that’s the question I had a

Can you answer the
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question?

A.

Q.

A.

That question?

Yeah.

Yeah, if you can read it back to me.

MR. GROVE: I think he may have just

misheard the question to begin with.

THE DEPONENT: Yeah, that could have been

it.

MR. GROVE: I think I did, too, actually.

(The question on page 28, lines 3 through

7, was read back.)

A. No.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Okay. Have you

discussed the Day of Prayer proclamations directly with

the governor?

A.

Q.

No.

Have you discussed any issues relating to

the Day of Prayer proclamations with the director of

communications outside the presence of counsel?

A. Yes. Just to seek legal counsel.

Q. Pardon?

A. Just to seek legal counsel.

Q. And did the director then seek legal

counsel or did you go and seek the legal counsel then?

A. I don’t know if he sought legal counsel.

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500
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Q o But you did?

I did.

What is your understanding of what the

Page 30

Colorado Day of Prayer is?

MR. GROVE: Objection.

speculation.

A.

Q.

Calls for

Foundation.

Can you be more specific?

(By Mr. Bolton) Well, the governor has

been issuing, at least since 2004, proclamations

proclaiming a particular day as the Colorado Day of

Prayer. What is your understanding of what that means?

What does it mean to proclaim a Colorado Day of Prayer?

MR. GROVE: In addition, objection, calls

for legal conclusion. Go ahead.

A. My understanding is that people in groups

across the state and nation request that their activity

on this day be acknowledged as a Day of Prayer.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) And what does that mean,

to acknowledge a Day of Prayer? You understand that

the National Day of Prayer Task Force organizes

activities around the Day of Prayer in order to promote

prayer?

A. I do know that now.

Q. Okay. Do you know when you first learned

that?
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A. As a result of this lawsuit.

Q. Okay. Do you know that the National Day

of Prayer Task Force uses the proclamations issued by

the governor to indicate endorsement by government

officials of the Day of Prayer?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

speculation. Calls for a legal conclusion. Vague.

Could you further define "endorsement," please?

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Do you understand the

word "endorsement"? Is that a word that you --

A. Once you define it a little better.

Q. Sure. In other words, it’s a word that

you’ve never heard before?

A. No, I’ve heard the word "endorsement"

before.

Q.

what "endorsement" means?

A. Yes.

Q. What is your layman’s understanding of

the word "endorsement’’~

A.      My layman’s understanding would be that

to endorse something would be to throw your full

support behind it.

Q.     And do you understand that when the

governor issues a proclamation, that he’s indicating

Page 31

And do you have a common understanding of
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Page 32

his support for whatever it is that is the subject of

the proclamation?

MR. GROVE:

speculation.

A.

Objection. Calls for

Go ahead.

I believe he endorses recognizing this

group’s right to celebrate the Day of Prayer.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) And do you know that the

National Day of Prayer Task Force uses the

proclamations, such as by the Colorado governor, as

evidence of government support for their activities?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

Go ahead.

I know that now as a result of this

speculation.

A.

lawsuit.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Okay. When the governor

issues a proclamation, is there any prohibition that

you are aware of --

At

question?

I’m sorry, could we go back to the last

back?

it too late to do that?

MR. BOLTON:

MR. GROVE:

MR. BOLTON: Sure.

MR. GROVE: Do you mind reading that

I’m not sure that I was quite clear on it. Is

Huh-uh.

No. If you have something to
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correct, absolutely, let’s correct it now.

THE DEPONENT: I just want to make sure I

was completely accurate.

(The question on page 32, lines 7 through

i0, was read back.)

A. I know that they use them. I didn’t know

that they were specifically saying Governor Ritter

endorses, you know, whatever it is that they’re saying,

because I don’t know what they’re saying.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Okay. When you say you

know they use them, what do you mean by that?

A. Well, as a result of this lawsuit, they

had the governor read it in 2007. And I know -- I

believe I heard somewhere throughout this whole

litigation process they were either posting on their

Web site or using it in some way to promote the Day of

Prayer.

Q.     And it’s not a surprise to you that

people who get proclamations would circulate them; is

that correct?

A.

Q.

No, that’s not a surprise to me.

And certainly, the requesters of a

proclamation are not told by the governor’s office that

they cannot circulate the proclamation; correct?

A. That’s correct.
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Q.     And they’re not told that they cannot

tout the proclamation as the governor’s support for

whatever the subject of the proclamation is; correct?

A. That’s correct.

Q. And in 2009, did you convey the

proclamation for 2009 to the requester?

A. Either myself or an intern did, yes.

Q. Were they told -- do you know, was any --

did you tell the requester, in this case the National

Day of Prayer Task Force, or have some subordinate

communicate to them that they should not -- that there

were limitations on what they could do with the

proclamation?

A.

office.

No. That’s not a general practice in our

Q. Now, in your affidavit, in paragraph 8

you indicate that honorary proclamations must be

accompanied by draft language. Paragraph 8 would be on

the first page of your affidavit.

A. Thank you.

Q. To your knowledge, did you get draft

language each year from the National Day of Prayer Task

Force in regard to the Colorado Day of Prayer

proclamation?

A. To the best of my recollection, yes.
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Q.      And in paragraph 8 you also indicate that

when a request is submitted, your staff and you review

it for content; do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q. And what do you mean by that?

A. We take a look at what their draft

language says. We take a look at the requesting group.

And we basically deem if it’s for a good cause; and

there’s no issues with the group or the language --

with the group, we will issue it. And then we do take

a look at the language, also.

Q. In paragraph 9 of your affidavit you

indicate that if the content of the requested

proclamation does not seem to be problematic or if it’s

similar to an honorary proclamation approved and issued

in a previous year, it is approved without further

review; do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q. What did you mean by if the content does

not seem to be problematic?

A. For example, if it’s generally for a good

cause, such as Breast Cancer Awareness Month, we check

the language. If that doesn’t seem to be problematic

and the governor supports it, then we would issue it.

Q. In paragraph 12 of your affidavit you

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500



Craig Bannister

i

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

i0

ii

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 36

indicate that, as I understand it, sometimes you may

conclude that a letter of congratulations or

recognition is more appropriate than an honorary

proclamation; do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q. What’s the distinction you’re making

there? How do you decide whether or not something is

more appropriately addressed as a letter of recognition

rather than a proclamation?

A. That’s a judgment call by myself.

Q. And how --

A. And possibly the director of

communications, possibly.

Q.     And I mean, in making that judgment, how

do you differentiate between whether something is more

appropriately a proclamation, as opposed to warranting

a letter of congratulations or recognition?

A.     A good way to explain this would be, a

lot of the general public doesn’t understand the

difference between a proclamation and a letter, so they

don’t know the final document they’re receiving.

So for example, when the general public

isn’t able to go on our Web site and request a

proclamation or a letter or a flag or something from

our drop-down menu, many times they don’t understand
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what the final product is going to be.

So for example, you’ll get little Joe,

who’s 4 years old, in Florida, asking for a

proclamation, recognizing Little Joe Day. And at that

point I would take that request and say, this is more

appropriate to be a birthday congratulatory letter from

the governor.

Q. Is one of the differences, then, the

difference in terms of the anticipated audience? For

instance, a proclamation would -- well, the birthday

congratulations would be more individualized, as

opposed to a proclamation?

A. I wouldn’t say -- I mean, audience could

be a factor, but I don’t recall audience ever being a

reason we would do a letter, as opposed to a

proclamation; or a proclamation, as opposed to a

letter.

Q.     And in terms of the Day of Prayer

proclamations, did you conclude that they were

appropriate to be issued in proclamation form rather

than some other letter of congratulations or

recognition?

A. I did, based on the knowledge that I --

that we had done it the year before, or it had been

issued the year before.
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Q. Did you make any investigation into the

nature of the requester?

A. I’m sorry, say that again.

Q. Did you look into -- for instance, you

said, in evaluating potential proclamations, one of the

things you look at is whether it’s, you know, for a

good cause or, you know, whether the requester is, I

don’t think you use this, but a reputable organization;

is that a fair description of what -- some of the

things you’re looking for?

A. A general proc -- yes.

Q. And with regard to the Day of Prayer

proclamations, did you make any investigation as to who

was requesting the proclamation?

A. To the best of my recollection, no. I’d

seen it issued the year before. I’d asked my boss at

the time, and then issued it.

Q. Now, have you ever met Mrs. Dobson?

A. I have not.

Q. Have you ever met Mr. Dobson?

A. I have not.

Q. You know who James Dobson and

Shirley Dobson are, though; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you know whether the governor is

Page 38
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personally familiar with the Dobsons?

MR. GROVE: Objection.

speculation. Go ahead.

A.

knows them.

Calls for

I personally do not know if the governor

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) With regard to the

letter requests for proclamations, just in general, is

the request --

A. The letter request or the proclamation

request?

Q. The form in which the request is made,

whether it be a letter or an E-mail or -- you know, in

some fashion the request is made to the governor’s

office; correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Is there any document retention policy in

the governor’s office as to documents requesting

proclamations?

A. I keep them -- the general rule of thumb

for myself is I keep requests for 30 days. And this is

just so I’m able to go back if there’s a problem or,

you know, a typo, something like that. And then I

shred those afterwards so personal information is not

retained.

Q. So in regard to Day of Prayer

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500
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proclamations, do you have any sort of files that would

include any correspondence from the National Day of

Prayer Task Force?

A. I do not.

Q. In paragraph 13 of your affidavit you

make reference to, as a general practice, if there’s

something controversial in an honorary proclamation,

that you may edit the suggested language before

approving; do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q. Now, when you review something for its

controversial nature, how do you determine what is or

is not controversial?

A. Again, that’s a judgment call.

Q. And in your experience in exercising that

judgment, what do you look for as to whether or not

something is controversial?

A. I typically look to make sure it is -- if

it is a problematic proclamation, where it pits one

group against another, I try to make it as least

controversial as possible, least offensive as possible,

and I try to make it as general as possible. And if I

could give you an example real quick ...

Q. Uh-huh.

A. Say we had a group requesting Breast
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Cancer Awareness Month and they were heavily involved

in the community and they wanted to -- typically

they’ll submit language that says something along the

lines of, you know, paragraphs 1 through 3 are about

breast cancer and paragraphs 4 through 6 are

specifically about how great their organization is and

what they have done to promote breast cancer.

MR. GROVE: Awareness.

A.     Awareness, sorry. Thanks. At that point

I would try and strike their name, their specific name

from the proclamation, because inevitably, I would get

a request a week later with another group wanting their

name throughout the Breast Cancer Awareness Month

proclamation, and then at that point ...

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Do you know whether or

not the Day of Prayer proclamations issued by the

Colorado governor are perceived as encouraging people

to pray?

speculation.

MR. GROVE:

Go ahead.

THE DEPONENT:

question one more time.

MR. BOLTON:

ho

Objection. Calls for

I’m sorry, say the

Could you read it back?

Could you read it back?

(The last question was read back.)

I don’t perceive it that way. I’m not
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sure what others perceive that.

though.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton)

Page 42

I wouldn’t imagine so,

Has the governor’s

office received communications from the public in

regard to the Day of Prayer since this lawsuit was

filed?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

speculation.

A. The governor’s office, as a whole, I

couldn’t tell you. Myself, personally, no, I’ve not

received any communications other than requesting for a

copy of the proclamation.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) And for instance, with

the 2010 proclamation, did you receive requests for a

copy of the proclamation?

A. Yes.

Q. And I’m talking about other than just the

requester. You received requests for the proclamation

from other parties; is that correct?

A. Yes. And actually, they don’t request a

copy, they actually request for it to be issued.

Because obviously, not everybody in the nation is on

the same page knowing who has requested it and who

hasn’t. So I believe the last one I had was a lady in

Castle Rock who asked that the governor issue a
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Colorado Day of Prayer.

Q.      And that was before the 2010

proclamation?

A.

Page 43

I believe it had already been proclaimed

at that point, so I sent her a copy. To the best of my

knowledge, though, they also requested it in 2009.

Q.     About how many requests for the 2010

proclamation did you receive?

A. This specific one?

MR. GROVE: Could you clarify whether --

are you asking about copies of the 2010 proclamation?

MR. BOLTON: Right. Yeah.

A. I mean, copies requests, less than i0.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Pardon?

A. Less than i0.

Q. And did you receive requests for the 2009

proclamation, as well?

To the best of my recollection, yes.

Did you receive requests for the 2008

io

proclamation?

A.

Q.

I don’t know.

In terms of your review of proclamations

and the judgment calls that you make, do you -- in

evaluating a request for a Day of Prayer proclamation,

do you, in exercising your discretion, have any
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Page 44

understanding that the governor’s office should not

engage in promoting prayer?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Vague. I don’t

understand that question.

A. I don’t, either. Could you try it again?

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Okay. Do you have any

understanding that the governor’s office should or

should not promote religion?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for a legal

conclusion. Calls for speculation.

THE DEPONENT: Could you read that one

back one more time, please?

(The last question was read back.)

A. In terms of other than what the

Constitution says.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Well, in terms of what

your understanding is in the execution of your job

responsibilities.

A.      My understanding in terms of my job

responsibilities -- I’m sorry, one more time. I want

to make sure I’m very clear.

(The last two questions were read back.)

A. In terms of -- no, I’m not supposed to do

anything that violates the Constitution of the United

States of America or the state of Colorado.
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Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Okay. When you review

Day of Prayer proclamations, do you review them with

any -- from the perspective of whether or not they

promote religion?

A. Initially, to the best of my

recollection, that was a discussion that I had with my

boss. And it was determined that this did not violate

any Constitution.

Q. And who did you have that discussion

with?

A. I believe at the time it was

Nate Strauch.

Q.      And would that have been prior to issuing

the 2007 proclamation?

A. That would be, yes. That would be

Governor Owens’ term.

Q. And how did that discussion come about?

A. I don’t remember, to be honest with you.

We’re going back four years.

Q. Did you initiate the discussion?

A. I don’t remember.

Q. Pardon?

A. I don’t remember.

Q. Do you know, did you have a concern at

that time as to whether or not issuing Day of Prayer

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500



Craig Bannister

i

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

I0

ii

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

proclamations would violate the Constitution?

A. I don’t remember.

a break.

Qo

Exhibit 7?

A.

issued from 2005.

Q.     Okay.

Page 46

MR. GROVE: This might be a good time for

I think we’re an hour in.

MR. BOLTON: Sure. Okay.

(A short break was taken.

(Exhibit 7 was marked.)

(By Mr. Bolton) Can you identify

Looks like the Colorado Day of Prayer

So I think if we put that there,

then, do you have 2004 through 2008?

A. I have it through 2009.

Q. Pardon?

A. I have it through 2009.

Q. Right. And I’m going to ask you just

about 2004 through 2008 right now. In paragraph 27 of

your affidavit you note that the proclamations issued

by the governor from 2004 through 2008 acknowledge the

federal designation of the Day of Prayer by Congress

and the president; do you see that?

A. 27, yes.

Q. And were you aware, before this lawsuit

began, that the proclamations that the governor was
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being asked to issue all corresponded to the National

Day of Prayer designation by the president?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Vague.

Corresponded? Could you further define "corresponded"?

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Is the Day of Prayer

designated by the governor in the proclamations from

2004 through even 2010, is the day that’s proclaimed to

be the Colorado Day of Prayer the same as the National

Day of Prayer?

A. Yes.

Q. Were you aware of that at the time that

you were issuing these proclamations or finalizing

these proclamations?

A.      Again, going back to the very beginning,

and it’s a little hazy, but -- should I just say I

don’t know?

MR. GROVE:

MR. BOLTON:

MR. GROVE:

Could I clarify something?

Uh-huh.

When was the first

proclamation that you issued? I mean, we’re talking

2004 to 2008 here. And you should clarify which ones

you were directly involved in before answering that,

please.

A. I definitely was not for 2004. It’s a

possibility I did 2005, but I don’t remember. I did
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not do 2006. And 2007 to present I would have done.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Okay. In your

affidavit, at least, you make -- in paragraph 27 you

make a statement regarding the 2004 through 2008

proclamations, noting that they acknowledge the federal

designation of the Day of Prayer by Congress and the

president.

A.      And so back to, to the best of my

recollection, in the initial requesting letter, I

believe that it states in the letter that the request

goes to the president or it’s as a result of the

president and all 50 governors. And I think that’s

where that came from.

Q. Okay. You didn’t have any understanding,

however, that the governor was required to issue a Day

of Prayer proclamation request; is that correct?

A. That’s correct.

Q. In paragraph 27 of your affidavit you

also note that the proclamations from 2004 through 2008

acknowledge the history and ubiquity of the National

Day of Prayer; do you see that?

A. I do.

Q. What did you mean by that?

A. I believe in paragraph 2 here of the

proclamation it says "the National Day of Prayer,
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established in 1954 and defined by President

Ronald Reagan as the first Thursday in May," that would

be what that’s referring to.

Q.     And what did you mean by "ubiquity"? Do

you know what "ubiquity" means?

A. I thought I had a general understanding,

but I can’t give you a definition right now.

Q. What is your general understanding?

A. Equality.

Q. Pardon?

A. Equality.

Q. In your statement in paragraph 27 of your

affidavit, as I understand it, then, you were

attempting to make some generalizations about the 2004

through 2008 proclamations; is that correct?

A. That’s correct.

Q. How did you decide what generalizations

that you wanted to include about these proclamations?

A. I don’t believe that it was me who

decided that. It would have been, again, from the

previous years, I would have checked, seen it already

there, and then reissued.

Q.      Would it also be a fair generalization of

the proclamations from 2004 through 2008 that they all

include some scriptural -- specific scriptural
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reference?

A.

Q.

Page 50

Yes. It says that in paragraph 4.

And the scriptural reference, do you have

any understanding whether or not -- well, what is your

understanding of why the scriptural reference was

included in or requested by the National Day of Prayer

Task Force?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

speculation. Go ahead.

A. My understanding would be that on this

Day of Prayer, they like to acknowledge different

biblical versus or themes as they celebrate.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) And did you understand

that the biblical reference was something that related

to the federal designation of the Day of Prayer by

Congress and the president?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

speculation. Calls for a legal conclusion. Go ahead.

A. Say that one more time? Or could you

read it back, please?

MR. BOLTON: Can you read it back?

(The last question was read back.)

A. I did not realize, to the best of my

recollection, that Congress was using or the federal

government was using these specific themes or
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acknowledgments in theirs.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Did you understand --

did you think that these themes or scriptural

references were something that was unique to the

requesting organization?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

speculation.

A. Yes.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton)

the National Day of Prayer Task Force was a Christian

organization?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

speculation.

A.

Did you understand that

I don’t remember. I would have to

literally see the requesting letter again. Because a

lot of what we take comes from that original letter.

So if in there it said we are Christian, then, yes, I

would have assumed they are Christian. If it did not

say that, I don’t believe that would have been my

assumption.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) In any event, in

addition to the common elements of the proclamations

from 2004 through 2008 that are described in paragraph

27 of your affidavit, it is fair to say that the

sequence of proclamations also all include a specific

Page 5 1

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500



Craig Bannister

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

I0

ii

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 52

biblical or scriptural reference; is that correct?

A. I’m sorry, could you ask that again

specifically? It’s just very long.

Q. My understanding of paragraph 27 was

that -- of your affidavit is that you tried to pull

together some of the common elements of the

proclamations from 2004 through 2008; correct?

A. The common elements, the four paragraphs

that don’t change?

Q. Pardon?

A. The four paragraphs that don’t change?

Q. The acknowledgement of the federal

designation of the Day of Prayer, common element of all

the proclamations; correct?

A. Correct. That’s in every one. And that

would have been carried over from year to year. That

would not have changed.

Q.      And what I’m saying is: It is also true

that the sequence of proclamations from 2004 through

2008 each include a biblical reference; is that

correct?

A. That is correct.

Q. Was there any reason why you did not

include that common element in your affidavit in

describing the proclamations?
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more time?

Q.

Page 53

I’m sorry, could you ask the question one

Is there a reason I didn’t -- go ahead.

Yeah. Is there a reason why you included

the reference to the federal designation of the Day of

Prayer by Congress and a reference to the history and

ubiquity of the National Day of Prayer in describing

the 2004-2008 proclamations, but did not include the

common element in each of these proclamations that

included a biblical reference?

A. No. I guess I didn’t feel the need to.

Q. Do you think that the biblical reference

in those proclamations helps to identify the sponsoring

organization or the requesting organization?

speculation.

MR. GROVE:

THE DEPONENT:

No, I don’t.

Objection. Calls for

All right.

I don’t know the bible well

enough to tell you where these verses come from. So

again, going back to the requester’s letter, unless it

specifically said in there, we’re an organization that

is Christian or Jewish or whatever, I wouldn’t know how

to identify them, what religion. I would assume

there’s some sort of Judeo-Christian.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Do the proclamations

that you’ve seen include any identification of who the
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requesting organization is in the proclamation, itself?

A. No. And that would go back to, again,

our discussion about how we try and not identify

organizations because then it makes the proclamation

very specific to that organization. So we generally

try not to do that as much as possible.

Q.     And so by not including that, it makes it

more genera!; is that correct?

A. Correct. So if one day we had group A

asking for this proclamation, and then a week later we

had group A (sic) requesting it, and each wanted their

own name in there, that would be extremely problematic,

because I would have to tell group B, sorry this has

already been issued, your name is not allowed to be in

it.

Q. So the proclamation of a Day of Prayer, a

Colorado Day of Prayer, then, is proclaimed not

specific to any particular requesting organization,

then?

A. Correct. There’s no specific

organization acknowledged in the proclamation.

Q. The particular day is designated or

proclaimed as the Colorado Day of Prayer rather than

any specific organization’s Day of Prayer?

A. Correct.
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Q. Do you know whether or not the governor,

in fact, supports the designation of a Day of Prayer?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

speculation.

A.

Day of Prayer.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Has anyone told you to

discontinue issuing Day of Prayer proclamations?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Vague. Can you

define "anyone"? Do you mean inside or outside?

(By Mr. Bolton) Within the governor’s

office.

A.

Q.

I do not know his personal beliefs on the

Page 55

Within the governor’s office, no.

Now, with regard to your position, are

you an appointee of the governor, then? For instance,

you stayed on after Governor Owens left office and

Governor Ritter became governor. Is your position one

where -- do you have any civil service protection or --

A. No. In the governor’s office,

specifically, we’re what’s called at-will position, so

we serve for the pleasure of the governor.

Q. Do you know whether the governor

participated in any Day of Prayer activities this year,

in 20107

A. To my knowledge, he has not participated
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in any.

g o Do you know whether he participated in

any prayer breakfasts in 20107

MR. GROVE: Objection. Relevancy. Go

ahead and answer.

A. I don’t know that he’s participated in

any prayer breakfast, lunch, dinners.

(By Mr. Bolton) Would that be true forQo

2009, as well?

MR. GROVE: Same objection.

A.      And you’re going to have to be more

specific here. Because there are religious groups that

request the governor’s presence and I know he has

attended those, whether they be ceremonies, breakfasts,

lunches throughout all four years of his

administration.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Are you familiar with a

prayer luncheon that the governor has participated in?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Relevancy.

A.      And again, you would have to be more

specific. There are many prayer religious lunches that

he, to the best of my knowledge, has attended.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Do you have any -- as

the person who was involved in helping to prepare the

proclamations, do you have any belief that our
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government was founded on Christian principles?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for a legal

Calls for speculation. Go ahead andconclusion.

answer.

A. I’m sorry, could you rephrase the

question again? My personal opinion?

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Right. On whether or

not our government is founded on Christian principles.

MR. GROVE: And objection. Relevancy.

Go ahead.

A. Based on what I’ve learned in my history

classes and throughout the course of my life, I believe

that the founding fathers were religious in nature, or

at least adhered to, for the most part, Christianity,

except with the exception of Thomas Jefferson, who I

think that’s still being debated.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Do you understand that

the founding fathers incorporated Christian principles

into the structure of our government?

A. That’s what I’ve been -- sorry.

Q. Do you have any understanding that in

terms of the governor’s office, whether or not there

can be any preference or Christianity, as opposed to

any other religion or nonreligion?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for a legal
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conclusion.

A.

Page 58

I’m sorry, could you repeat the question?

(The last question was read back.)

A.      My understanding is that as a state

government, there is to be no preferential treatment of

any one religion or nonreligion.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Was that why     was that

issue discussed with your boss when -- you made

reference to a discussion about the proclamations that

you had early on. Was your concern that the

proclamations all included specific Christian

references?

A. I’m not a lawyer and so those

conversations that took place, and again, to the best

of my recollection, we’re going back four years, were

very general. The general theme of the discussion I

believe was, does this look okay, yes, this looks okay,

it doesn’t seem to violate anything.

Q.      Was there any discussion about the fact

that the proclamation included specifically a Christian

reference?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Mischaracterizes

Old Testament references aren’tOld Testament.

necessarily Christian.

MR. BOLTON: Okay.
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Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Was there any discussion

about the fact that -- well, as to where the specific

scriptural references were coming from?

A. I don’t remember.

Q. In concluding that it looked okay, do you

recall anything specific about the reasoning process?

What was it that was being specifically looked at, if

you recall?

A. To the best of my recollection, in

looking back at these, I think it was okay to say that

the National Day of Prayer acknowledged a certain theme

or verse.

Q. Did you understand that the theme was

being provided specifically by the requesting

organization or that that theme somehow came from

Washington?

A. I did not make that connection or

understand that connection, if there indeed was one. I

don’t know. I’d be speculating.

Q. Did you understand that the scriptural

reference was something that was being selected by the

requesting organization?

A. I assumed it was coming from them.

Q. With regard to the proclamations

declaring a Colorado Day of Prayer, did you have -- I
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mean, what is your understanding of what prayer is?

mean, the proclamations that are going out under

with the governor’s signature, the state seal on them,

all are declaring a Day of Prayer, what is your

understanding of what that means, what prayer is?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Relevancy. Go

ahead.

A. I believe prayer is to each individual

what they choose it to be. That would be my

understanding of prayer.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Did you have any

understanding that it had a religious connotation?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Relevancy.

A. Again, to each individual, it could or

may not. I mean, define "religious."

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) So --

A. So if a Greek organization who believe in

the ancient Greek gods, to them, praying is obviously

different to a nonbeliever that may be praying to a

monotheistic god or maybe no god at all, maybe the

coffee cup on the table.

Q. So you think these proclamations could

reasonably be construed to apply as equally to

nonbelievers, as wel! as believers?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Relevancy. Go

Page 60
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ahead.

io If they so choose.

(By Mr. Bolton) Pardon?

If they so choose.

And was that part of the discussion that

you had with your boss early on when you were

discussing the proclamations?

A. I don’t remember, I’m afraid.

Q. Was there any discussion with your boss

about the history and ubiquity of the National Day of

Prayer?

A. Again, I don’t remember, I’m afraid.

Q. Have you ever met with any of the

National Day of Prayer organizers in Colorado?

A. No, not to my knowledge.

Q. Are you aware of anybody in the

governor’s office who has met with the Colorado Day of

Prayer organizers?

THE DEPONENT: Am I allowed to make

assumptions?

MR. GROVE:

tell him you’re speculating.

A. I’m speculating, but I imagine during

2007 when the governor went out there, that somebody

from the governor’s office must have been in contact

If you’re going to speculate,

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500
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with somebody from the organizations or representing

the organization.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Do you know why the

governor participated in the 2007 Day of Prayer

activities at the capitol?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Speculation.

Relevancy.

A. I do not.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) My understanding is that

the organized Day of Prayer activities around the

capitol in the last few years relating to the Day of

Prayer are     there’s a lot of stuff going on on that

day, organized activities; is that correct?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

speculation.

A. The first time I paid attention to and

knew that it was the Day of Prayer at the capitol, I

did notice a lot of people on the west steps. Maybe if

I could clarify that just to be more specific. Every

day there could be an event on the west steps for any

group. It’s open to the public.

So for years past, I wouldn’t have known

it was the Day of Prayer unless I specifically looked

at the calendar that day and sought out that it was the

National Day of Prayer.

Page 62
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Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Did you know that one of

the goals of the National Day of Prayer Task Force is

to encourage prayer?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Speculation.

A. The only way I would have known that is

if in the requesting letter, it had specifically said

that.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Do you recall being

aware of that?

A. I can’t remember, I’m afraid, from their

letter.

Q. Do you recall anything about the

requesting letters?

A. I mean, as a result of this lawsuit, I

know that they came from, I believe you said

Shirley Dobson?

Q. Uh-huh.

A. I know that they requested the governor

issue a Day of Prayer in a proclamation. I know they

provided sample language. That’s what I can recall

right now.

Qo

Exhibit 8?

A.

(Exhibit 8 was marked.)

(By Mr. Bolton    Do you recognize

It looks famillar. However, it looks as
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though the letterhead --

Q. Pardon?

A. It looks as though the letterhead is no

longer there. So it may have been doctored a little

bit from what I remember it.

Q. In terms of the content of what’s shown

as Exhibit 8 in terms of the substantive paragraphs,

does it look familiar to you?

quick.

May I compare it to ...

Pardon?

I’m just going to compare it to this real

Page 64

MR. GROVE: For the record. You’re

comparing to Exhibit 3?

THE DEPONENT: Exhibit 3. Yes.

A. That looks about right, yes.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) And so Exhibit 8

includes the it looks like -- and I’ll represent,

it’s a form letter that at least Mrs. Dobson indicated

was sent to all the governors. And in the second full

paragraph there’s a reference to the 2008 theme and

scriptural reference; do you see that?

A. I do.

Q. And is that, in fact, included in the

2008 proclamation?
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A. Yes.

Q. And do you assume that you incorporated

that into the 2008 proclamation from Mrs. Dobson’s

letter?

A. I do. In paragraph 4 of the proclamation

it says that the National Day of Prayer acknowledges

Psalm 28:7. And Mrs. Dobson’s letter acknowledges that

they have selected that biblical verse in their letter.

Q.     And how would this letter -- these

letters get directed to you, then?

A. They would come via E-mail, mai!, or fax.

This particular group, I believe, mailed them to us.

But again, I’m not 100-percent sure.

Q. Pardon?

A. I believe they mailed them to us, but I’m

not a hundred-percent sure.

Q. Okay. And within the governor’s office,

then, that would have been directed to you because you

apparently -- were you involved, in general, with the

handling of proclamations, in general?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Did you know that the National Day

of Prayer Task Force promotes and encourages the role

of prayer by mobilizing around the National Day of

Prayer?

Page 65
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one more time?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

THE DEPONENT: Sorry, could you read that

(The last question was read back.)

I don’t know unless it specifically says

in the body of this letter here, which I’m looking and

not seeing.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Did you know that the

National Day of Prayer is a rallying point for the

National Day of Prayer Task Force in focussing on

prayer for the country?

MR. GROVE:

speculation.

A.

Q.

Objection. Calls for

Relevancy.

I can assume, but I did not know.

(By Mr. Bolton) Okay. Would you have

read each of these letters when they were received on

an annual basis from Mrs. Dobson?

A. I believe for most years, yes. Obviously

not the years I was not employed by the office.

Q. If you had been -- were you aware that

the National Day of Prayer Task Force promotes a

Judeo-Christian perspective?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

speculation.
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A. I did not know that.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Would it have made a

difference to you if you had known that?

A. I don’t believe so. We would have still

acknowledged this group’s wish to pray.

Q.      And the reason for not specifically

referencing the group in the proclamation, itself, is

because it makes it more specific, though?

A. Less specific to that group.

Q. You wanted a proclamation to be --

A. To be able to be used by as many people

as possible without reference to a single group or a

single individual. Because as I said before, we get

requests for this proclamation from more than just

Mrs. Dobson and the National Day of Prayer Task Force.

Q. But the only scriptural reference that

you included in any of the proclamations was that

requested by Mrs. Dobson; is that correct?

A. To the -- I don’t know. I would have to

see another request letter, requester’s letter.

Q.      Well, certainly -- did you issue more

than one Day of Prayer proclamation annually?

A. No, not to my knowledge.

Q. Okay. So at least from 2004 through

2008, the annual proclamation did not include anything
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other than the scriptural reference requested by

Mrs. Dobson; is that correct?

A. Her scriptural reference is also in our

proclamations, if that’s what you’re asking, yes.

Q. But you said you receive requests for Day

of Prayer proclamations from persons other than

Mrs. Dobson; correct?

A. Correct. So if we can go back to the

lady in Castle Rock, as I used as an example, and I

would have to see her request, and it’s possible that

she also used the same verse that was used in the

proclamations.

But I would, again, have to see her

request to see whether that was true or not. And her

request may have just been, I’ve heard you’ve

proclaimed a Day of Prayer, I would like a copy.

Q. Did you understand that, in the case of

proclamations by governors such as the governor of

Colorado, that Mrs. Dobson anticipated that the

intended audience for the proclamations would be the

people of the specific state in which the governor was

issuing the proclamation?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

speculation. Relevancy.

A. I did not know what her audience was
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intended, which audience was intended by it.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Did you know that

Mrs. Dobson understands the National Day of Prayer to

be about calling Americans to come before an almighty

god?

speculation.

A.

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

I did not know what Mrs. Dobson’s beliefs

were.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) If you had known that,

would it have made any difference to you in the

handling of the proclamations that were eventually

issued?

THE DEPONENT: Are hypotheticals okay?

MR. GROVE: Uh-huh.

A. I mean, if hypothetically she had said --

MR. GROVE: You’d be speculating.

A. I’d be speculating. If hypothetically

she’d said, please issue a proclamation for my group,

acknowledging our right to gather to pray to an

almighty god, I would probably still issue that

proclamation, yes.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Did you know that

Mrs. Dobson understood that prayer proclamations by

state governors were a form of lending support for the
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National Day of Prayer celebration?

MR. GROVE: Objection.

speculation. Go ahead.

A.

lend support to her Day of Prayer.

Calls for

I would imagine she probably used them to

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Did you know that

Mrs. Dobson considered support by government officials,

including governors, to be critical to the National Day

of Prayer Task Force’s efforts to promote prayer?

MR. GROVE: Same objection.

A. Unless it specifically says in this

letter that it was critical to their organization’s

mission, I wouldn’t understand the level of

criticalness that it was.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Okay. Certainly you

understood that she wanted a proclamation issued by a

high government official, though; correct?

Correct. I assume that’s why she wrote

the letter.

Q. And you knew that the National Day of

Prayer Task Force then apparently was choosing an

annual theme for each year’s National Day of Prayer;

correct?

A. Yes. If each letter looked like this and

had the different paragraph in section 2 -- or
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paragraph 2, then yes.

Q.      And you understood that Mrs. Dobson

wanted the annual theme and supporting scripture to be

incorporated into official proclamations by governors?

A. I believe it says that in here, so yes.

Q. She specifically wanted the theme and

scriptural reference to be included in the official

proclamation; correct?

Do you mind if I just read the sameio

paragraph?

Q.

A.

Sure.

(Reading.) It looks like it, yes. That

would be what I would assume to be considered sample

language for a proclamation.

Q.     And in terms of 2009 and 2010, the

proclamations, you were not told by the director of

communications to discontinue including the scriptural

reference and annual theme requested by Mrs. Dobson; is

that correct?

A. I was not told by the communications

director.

Q. And you weren’t told that by the

governor; correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Now, after the lawsuit was filed,
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Evan Dreyer -- and I don’t recall, was he the director

of communications?

A. He is, yes.

Q. -- was quoted in the media as saying --

first of all, he was quoted as a spokesman for Governor

Ritter, is that --

A. In his capacity as director of

communications, he does go on record for the governor.

Q.     And Mr. Dreyer was quoted as saying that

the Day of Prayer proclamation is nothing more than

what it says, a recognition of a personal choice to

pray. Do you recall him saying that?

A. I don’t. But if I could see the article

it was in. Do you have a year? a date?

Q. This would have been in December of ’08,

shortly after the lawsuit was filed. And the reference

that I’m making is, I think there’s a notation at the

very bottom of the article.

MR. GROVE: Could I just state for the

record, this is not admitted as an exhibit, but it’s an

article that purports to be from the Los Angeles Times

dated December 15th, 2008. Title of the article is

"Atheists answer Day of Prayer with lawsuit." Go

ahead.

A. I’m sorry, could you maybe repeat the
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question?

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) The quoted comment by

Mr. Dreyer in that article; do you see it?

A. I do.

Q. Was that discussed within the office as

to what the spokesman for the governor would publicly

respond with regard to the lawsuit?

A. I don’t know.

Q. Do you agree with the statement that

Mr. Dreyer is quoted as having made, that the Day of

Prayer proclamations are recognition of a personal

choice to pray?

MR. GROVE:

ahead.

time?

Objection. Relevancy. Go

A. I’m sorry, could I see the quote one more

A recognition of personal choice to pray, yes.

(Exhibit 9 was marked.)

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) And just for the record,

what we marked as Exhibit 9 is the article that we’ve

been discussing the last few questions; is that

correct?

A.

Q.

that, that the prayer proclamations are a recognition

of the personal choice to pray, what do you mean by

Page 73

Correct.

When you say that you actually agree with
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that?

A. That individuals or organizations are

allowed to pray.

Q. Did you understand, though, that the Day

of Prayer, at least as to those making a persona!

choice to pray, that that is part of what the Day of

Prayer involves?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Relevancy.

A. I’m sorry, could you rephrase your

question, maybe?

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) In other words, you’re

not simply acknowledging some past historical fact,

there is -- the proclamation of a Day of Prayer is a

day in which, at least for those who choose to, are

encouraged to pray; correct?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Relevancy.

A.     And I think it’s both. Because in the

actual proclamation it defines that this is a

historical occurrence, and then it also acknowledges

that people and groups have -- are able to pray.

MR. GROVE: If I could add one objection,

it would be that the document speaks for itself. Go

ahead.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Well, at the Day of

Prayer activities that you’ve seen around the capitol,
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has there been -- have they been characterized by

public praying?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Foundation. Go

ahead.

A.     And again, the only one that I briefly

witnessed, and by witnessed I mean I was passing a

window as I saw several hundred people gathered on the

west steps, they were very loud, music was playing, and

I don’t recall if there was ever a prayer sequence. I

mean, I could assume there was, but I don’t recall.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Did you do any research

as to the history and ubiquity of the National Day of

Prayer at the time that you were -- when you were

involved in preparing prayer proclamations or

finalizing them?

A. Going back four or five years, I don’t

recall whether I specifically looked up the history and

ubiquity of the National Day of Prayer. That would

have been a discussion I would have had with my boss at

the time. And again, that goes back to that general

discussion.

MR. GROVE: We’re at 10:30, would this be

an okay time for a break?

MR. BOLTON: Sure.

(A short break was taken.)
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the Colorado prayer luncheon?

MR. GROVE: Objection.

ahead.

it is?

io

(Exhibit i0 was marked.)

(By Mr. Bolton) Are you familiar with

Relevance. Go

I’ve heard of it.

(By Mr. Bolton) What -- do you know what

A. I know it’s a prayer luncheon. I don’t

know what group it is, whether it’s associated with

this, who it’s for.

Q. Do you know whether it’s something that

the governor has participated in in the past?

I believe so. I think that’s why I’veio

heard of it.

Q.

A.

Q.

Page 76

I’d ask if you’d look at Exhibit i0.

(Reading.)

Does that refresh your recollection or

trigger any memories about what the Colorado prayer

luncheon is?

A. It gives me a little better

understanding, yes.

Q. Is that something that the governor has

participated in on a regular basis?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for
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speculation.

A. I don’t know if he does that annually or

regularly or if he did it as the DA before he was

governor.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Certainly in 2008

apparently he did; is that correct?

A. It looks like it based on this.

Q. And certainly -- it’s not very clear, but

does that appear to be a picture of the governor?

A. That does look like him, yes.

Q. Are you familiar with the Interfaith

Alliance of Colorado? Have you ever heard of that

organization?

A. Yes, I have     I believe we’ve done

events with the Interfaith Alliance.

Q. Pardon?

A. I believe we’ve done events, we, the

governor’s office, have done with the Interfaith

Alliance.

Q. Do you recall getting any complaints from

that organization or its members regarding the Day of

Prayer, Colorado Day of Prayer?

A. Something’s tickling my memory, but you’d

have to help me out, I’m afraid.

Q. Okay. Do you recall that you received

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500
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letters and electronic communications from the

Interfaith Alliance relating to the Day of Prayer back

in 2008?

A.

Q.

It’s triggering a memory, yes.

And that you called this organization

back and responded to their concerns? You don’t

recall?

A. I don’t recall. Again, it sounds like it

could have happened.

Q. The decision -- and again, I don’t want

to know any communications from lawyers or whatnot.

But the decision to not include scriptural references

in the prayer proclamation for 2009 and 2010 -- well,

2009, do you know whether that decision was made before

or after the lawsuit was filed?

A. Can I consult my attorney?

Q. Pardon?

A. Can I consult my attorney?

Q. Sure.

(Pause in proceedings.)

THE DEPONENT: Could I have the question

again, please?

(The last question was read back.

A. I can’t remember if it was before or

after the lawsuit was filed. But I -- now that you’ve
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mentioned these phone calls or E-mails, maybe I do

recall a couple that had issue with -- and again, to

the best of my recollection, issue with the fourth

paragraph of the proclamation.

And I believe at that point it was taken

into consideration, and we decided to omit that

paragraph for the years following. But I couldn’t tell

you if it was before or after the lawsuit.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Okay. Do you know

whether the governor supports the idea of a National

Day of Prayer?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

speculation.

A. I do not.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) You indicated that you

were familiar with the Interfaith Alliance of Colorado;

correct?

A. Yes.

Q. You said that you had done events with

them in the past?

A. I remember one event on the west steps

where I believe it was a rabbi, an Imam, and I believe

it was a Roman Catholic priest, and we -- I don’t

remember what the event was for, though. I mean, it

was in celebration of all religions.
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Q. Have you done any events with the

National Day of Prayer Task Force?

A. Not to my knowledge. Again, the 2007,

I’m not sure who that was with.

Q. This discussion that you had with your

boss back either in -- well, I think prior to the 2007

proclamation where you said you had some discussion

with your boss about the prayer proclamations ...

A. The Owens administration?

Q. Well, I’m not sure whether that

discussion was during the Owens administration or

during the Ritter administration.

A. So the first time this came up?

Q. Yeah. You talked about a discussion that

you had, not with the governor, but with -- and I think

it was the director of communications that you had the

discussion with; do you recall the discussion you’ve

been ...

A. I don’t, other than the general outline

of what I’ve given you.

Q. But that was a discussion with the

director of communications?

A. I don’t believe it was ever with the

director of communications. But I couldn’t -- I’d be

speculating.
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Q. What’s your best recollection?

A. My best recollection is that it would

have been with the deputy press secretary. In fact, I

don’t believe we had a director of communications when

I came to the Owens administration full time.

Q.      Was there any discussion with the deputy

press secretary that you recall relating to the

identity of the requester for the proclamation, the

National Day of Prayer Task Force?

Not that I recall. I don’t know.

Any discussion of the request being from

io

Mrs. Dobson?

A.

Q.

I don’t remember.

Do you recall whether the discussion

was -- were you looking for some direction of some

sort?

A. Not that I remember. It was -- I’d be

speculating too much, I’m afraid.

Q.      Am I correct that at least the

proclamations that issued -- that you were involved

with both during the Owens administration and the

Ritter administration, they were all properly issued as

proclamations from the governor; is that correct?

A. Yes, that’s correct.

Q. And the reason I ask that is because in

Calderwood-Mackelprang, Inc. 303.477.3500



Craig Bannister

i

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

i0

ii

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

your affidavit you make some reference that, at least

as I read it, seems to distance -- seems to be an

attempt to distance the governor from the

proclamations.

So my question is simply, none of these

proclamations were issued without proper authorization

and consent; is that correct?

A. I’m sorry, could you try that one again?

Q. All the proclamations that you were

involved in were --

A. And we’re specifically talking about

these five in front of me?

Q. Right. -- were issued with proper

authorization and consent?

A. Of myself with the authority I’ve been

given to use the auto pen correct.

Q.      And that authority -- and they are

issued, then, as coming from the office of the

governor; correct?

A. That is correct.

MR. BOLTON: That’s all I have.

MR. GROVE: Mr. Bannister, I just have a

couple of points of clarification that I wanted to run

by you.
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BY MR. GROVE:

Q.

EXAMINATION

For the proclamations from 2004 through

2008, there was discussion earlier about the extent to

which they included biblical references. Are there any

nonbiblical references in those proclamations, any

references to documents that are not the bible?

A. Declaration of Independence.

Q. Anything else?

A. I mean, "established in 1954 and defined

by President Ronald Reagan," I would assume it’s

somewhere in national law.

How many proclamation requests do you get

in a year?

A.

Q.

A.

Several hundred.

And are they all routed through you?

They type -- yes, every single one comes

across my desk at some point.

Q.     And do you remember the details of every

proclamation request that you receive?

A. No.

Q. What are the requirements for having you

issue a proclamation? What must a requesting party do?

A. The general guidelines are, you need

submit background information about your group or
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organization, you need to submit draft language, you

need to submit it -- well, we ask for 30 days in

advance notice of when you need it, although many

groups don’t follow this, and we’re still able to

follow through and get them their proclamation, but

those are the three major ones.

Q.      What knowledge do you have of the prayer

luncheons that Mr. Bolton was discussing earlier?

A. Very limited, other than I know the

governor has, I mean, based on Exhibit i0, attended

them.

Q. Looking at Exhibit i0, is there any

indication in that exhibit that the Colorado Prayer

luncheon is affiliated or run by the National Day of

Prayer Task Force?

A. Not that I saw. I don’t believe so. I

mean, as far as I’m aware, this is like any other

prayer or religious request that has asked the governor

to attend and welcome on behalf of the State.

And have you attended any of these withQo

the governor?

A.

Q.

I don’t know.

Okay. Going back to the proclamation,

itself, the annual proclamation that you received from

the National Day of Prayer Task Force, is that the --
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you mentioned that you receive multiple proclamation

requests every year, which do you receive first?

A. In terms of for this specific one?

Q. Every year -- let me clarify. Every

year, you testified, that you receive multiple

proclamation requests, presumably from more than one

individually or group; correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Chronologically, which of those comes

first annually?

A. I believe this one. I believe it’s the

National Task Force that we’re talking about, National

Day of Prayer Task Force.

Q. Have you ever received a request for a

proclamation for the National Day of Prayer that came

earlier in the year than the letter that you received

from Shirley Dobson?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. If you had, what would you do?

A. I would look at the letter and then

issue     reissue this year’s Day of Prayer.

Q.     And if you received that proclamation

request and it was prior to the letter that you

received from Shirley Dobson, would you include

language suggested by that requester or would you
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include Ms. Dobson’s suggested language?

A. If I issued it prior to the request

coming from Ms. Dobson, I would issue it with the -- I

would issue it with the same language as the year

before, unless they specifically did not include

paragraphs.

Q.      And if Mrs. Dobson’s letter came in

subsequent to your issuance of the honorary

proclamation in response to that request, what would

you do?

A. I’m sorry, say that again.

Q. If Ms. Dobson submitted a letter, as she

does every year, and you had already issued an honorary

proclamation acknowledging the Day of Prayer for this

that coming year, would you issue an honorary

proclamation in response to Ms. Dobson’s request?

A. I would give her a copy of the

proclamation that has been issued.

Q. Okay. Do you have knowledge of or do you

have any recollection of other proclamations that the

governor has issued in the last few years? Can you

give me a few examples of those?

A. I mean, what kind of examples -- like,

National Chili Appreciation Day or something?

MR. BOLTON: I’m sorry, I can’t hear you.
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A. I mean, there have been so many that run

the gamut of society. I mean, we have a chili

appreciation day one; we have Independence Day

proclamations; we have Colorado day, celebrating

statehood.

Q. (By Mr. Grove) Let’s talk about Chili

Appreciation Day. Do you know if the governor endorses

chili over hot dogs or hamburgers?

A. No. I don’t believe he has a preference.

But again, I’d be speculating.

Q. We discussed earlier, and I think it’s in

your affidavit, Armenian Genocide Awareness Day.

A. Yes.

Q. And are there any other competing groups

or related groups that issue proclamation requests?

A.      We do a Turkish independence day. Turkey

and Armenia are currently at odds, they have been for a

while.

Q. So the governor issues proclamations

acknowledging requests from both the Turks and the

Armenians?

A.

Q.

groups over the other?

A. I don’t believe so.

Correct.

Do you know if he endorses one of those
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then.

BY MR. BOLTON:

MR. GROVE: That’s all I have.

MR. BOLTON: Just a couple follow-up,

EXAMINATION

Q.      With regard to the procedure for getting

a proclamation, you said one of the things that you

have to do, that you have to provide background

information about the organization, the requesting

organization. Did you ever see any background

information about the National Day of Prayer Task

Force?

A. Again, I would have to go back to the

letter in Exhibit 8. Possibly an attachment with them

that isn’t included here. But if not, this would have

been one of those where we’d issued it the year before.

And that would have been part of that general

discussion with my boss, that would have been years

ago.

Q. You didn’t do any independent

investigation about the requesting organization; is

that correct?

A. I don’t know. I couldn’t tell you if I

did or didn’t initially.

Q.      And do I understand, then, that with
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regard to a proclamation for a Day of Prayer, that if

the first requester includes biblical references,

that’s what you go with. And it’s first -- for the Day

of Prayer, it’s first come, first serve, whatever -- if

there’s a scriptural reference, a biblical reference,

that’s what we go with even if other people request a

Day of Prayer proclamation?

A. I think this hits back to mass point. So

if I can give you a scenario. An organization requests

January ist that we issue a Colorado Day of Prayer.

And in that request the outline is the same as this,

the language is the same except for that one passage

which is different, we would update it, change the

passage, then issue it.

Let’s say Ms. Dobson’s letter came in, I

don’t know, March, March ist, and we had already issued

the proclamation for that current year, we would just

send her a copy of the proclamation regardless of what

her suggested theme was or biblical verse was. So if

they differed, we would go with the first one.

Q. Pardon?

A. If they differed, we would go with the

first one. And again, we don’t always issue them

within 30 days. So if her letter came and we hadn’t

issued it, we’d try and reconcile the two, and then at
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that point, we’d probably fill them both out.

Q. So if Ms. Dobson has the foresight to

request a proclamation quite a ways in advance, she’s

likely to get whatever references she wants in the

proclamation; is that correct?

A. Within reason.

Q. Pardon?

A. Within reason. But for example, we’ve

had requests that have come for the governor to issue,

what’s today’s date, May 21st, 2010, we’ve had requests

that come in sometimes, for example, that say can the

governor request October 2011 as Breast Cancer

Awareness Day.

Q. Now, with regard particularly to the Day

of Prayer proclamation, I get the impression from your

answers to Mr. Grove’s questions, is that these

proclamations really don’t mean very much, they’re not

really intended to indicate any support by the governor

for whatever the requester is seeking a proclamation

for; is that -- am I correctly understanding?

A.      I think you would have to define "mean

very much." Because obviously this proclamation means

a great deal to this group. But in the greater scheme

of things to Joe Blow in Durango, he’s probably not too

bothered, would be my assumption.
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Q.      Well, you don’t tell the requesters that

these proclamations are not intended to express any

support for the particular -- whatever the subject of

the proclamation is?

A. I rarely have communications with the

requesters. If it comes in written format like this,

we take it, we process it, and then we mail it back.

Q. And whether or not Mrs. Dobson utilizes

the various proclamations to show support for the Day

of Prayer, you don’t know; is that correct?

A. We wouldn’t know, no.

Q. But whether she does or does not, it’s

nothing anything -- you know, whether she advances the

different proclamations in support for the Day of

Prayer in indicating support, that’s certainly not

anything she’s prohibited from doing when you give her

the proclamations; correct?

A. Correct.

MR. BOLTON: Okay. That’s it.

MR. GROVE: Just one more question on

recross.

EXAMINATION

BY MR. GROVE:

Q. Let’s go back to this hypothetical

January ist request that you receive from someone
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that’s prior to Mrs. Dobson’s request. What would you

do if that request did not include a biblical reference

or a biblical verse? What would the proclamation look

like that you issued pursuant to that request?

A. If it looked exactly the same as this

without the biblical reference?

Q.      More similar to the 2009 and 2010

proclamations, I believe.

A. Yeah, that’s how it would look.

Q. So it would look like the 2009, 2010

proclamations. So there’s no requirement, then, that

the proclamation -- or the requesting organization

would include a biblical reference or any religious

reference?

A. Correct.

MR. GROVE:

MR. BOLTON:

That’s all I have.

Let me follow up, then.

EXAMINATION

BY MR. BOLTON:

Q. With regard to the substance of the Day

of Prayer proclamations, other than the scriptura!

reference, you said that regardless of who’s requesting

it, that that language would be standard in Day of

Prayer proclamation?

A. That would be taken into consideration.
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If it was vastly different to this, we would take it,

look at it, and we would probably wait until closer to

the date to see if we got anything else.

We wouldn’t just issue that with the

knowledge that this has been done for many years in the

past, and there would probably be a forthcoming

request. It would be vastly different.

Q. Okay. And in fact, the language in the

proclamations that have been issued, in addition to the

scriptural reference, those paragraphs actually reflect

language that was suggested by the National Day of

Prayer in their initial proclamation request; correct?

MR. GROVE: Objection. Calls for

speculation.

A. I imagine that whenever this started, it

was a process very similar to the one I just described,

and it was the first group who got their language in.

And then in subsequent years, there hasn’t been any

group that has issued a request with vastly different

language. They’ve all been very similar, would be my

assumption.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) Do you recall any of the

other requests?

A. That were vastly different than the

language used by --
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Q. Well, whether different or similar.

A. I don’t. Everything I’ve ever seen has

been extremely similar, if not exactly the same

language.

Q. Pardon?

A. Everything that I recall seeing has been

very similar, if not the exact same language.

Q. You’re telling me that groups other than

the National Day of Prayer Task Force have submitted

proposed proclamations that included language, for

instance, the second "whereas" clause in any one of the

proclamations? Take a look at the proclamations.

A. To the best of my recollection, yes. And

if I may, I would make the assumption that they have

seen independently, on their own, that that’s what the

National Day of Prayer is supposed to look like that

year, and then they, on their own initiative, have

issued a request.

And I wouldn’t know if this third party

was taking it from the National Day of Prayer. I mean,

you could make that leap, but I just wouldn’t know. I

wouldn’t be able to verify that.

Q. Regardless of the requester, then,

though, am I correct that, for instance in 2008, the

Exhibit 3, that the governor of the state of California
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(sic) proclaimed May I, 2008, to be the Colorado Day of

Prayer?

MR. GROVE: You said the state of

California, I assume you mean Colorado?

MR. BOLTON: I’m sorry, Colorado.

Q. (By Mr. Bolton) That the governor of the

state of Colorado proclaimed May i, 2008, to be the

Colorado Day of Prayer.

MR. GROVE:

for itself.

A.

Objection. Document speaks

Go ahead.

Is there a question in there? I’m sorry.

Yes, he did proclaim it May ist, 2008, Colorado Day of

Prayer.

MR. BOLTON:

MR. GROVE:

That’s all.

That’s all I have.

(Whereupon, the deposition was concluded

at 11:08 a.m.)
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I have read the foregoing transcript of

my testimony and have indicated same by my signature.

CRAIG BANNISTER

STATE OF COLORADO )
) SS.

COUNTY OF DENVER )

Subscribed and sworn to before me by the

said CRAIG BANNISTER, this day

of , 2010.

My commission expires:

Notary Public

Address

Reporter: TSC
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STATE OF COLORADO
COUNTY OF DENVER

CERTIFICATE

)
) SS.

I, Teresa Chaplin, a Registered Professional

Reporter and Notary Public for the State of Colorado,

do hereby certify that previous to the commencement of

the examination, the said CRAIG BANNISTER was duly

sworn by me to testify to the truth in relation to the

matters in controversy between the said parties; that

said deposition was taken in shorthand by me and was

reduced to typewritten form by computer-aided

transcription; that the foregoing is a true transcript

of the questions asked, testimony given, and

proceedings had; that I am not attorney, nor counsel,

nor in any way connected with any attorney or counsel

for any of the parties to said action or otherwise

interested in its event.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto affixed my

hand and notarial seal this ist day of June, 2010.

My commission expires: January 15, 2012.
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CALDERWOOD-MACKELPRANG,INC.
4410 Zuni Street
Denver, Colorado 80211
(303) 477-3500

June i, 2008

MATTHEW D. GROVE, ESQ.
Assistant Attorney General
1525 Sherman Street, 7th Floor
Denver, Colorado 80203

Re: Freedom from Religion Foundation, Inc., et al., v.
Ritter, et al.

Deposition of: CRAIG BANNISTER

The deposition in the above-entitled matter is ready
for reading and signing. Please attend to this matter
by complying with ALL blanks checked below:

XXX

arranging with us at the number listed above to
read and sign the deposition in our office.

having deponent read the extra copy and sign
amendment sheets, if any (original signature page
enclosed).

reading enclosed deposition, signing attached
signature page and correction sheet, if any.

XXX within 30 days of the date of this letter.

by due to the trial date of

Please be sure that the signature page and accompanying
amendment sheets, if any, are signed before a notary
public and returned to our office at the above address.

If this matter has not been taken care of within said
period of time, the deposition will be filed unsigned
pursuant to the Rules of Civil Procedure. Thank you.

TERESA CHAPLIN

c: Richard L. Bolton, Esq.
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CALDERWOOD-MACKELPRANG, INC.
4410 Zuni Street
Denver, Colorado 80211
(303)    477-3500

RICHARD L. BOLTON, ESQ.
Boardman, Suhr, Curry & Field, LLP
1 South Pinckney Street, 4th Floor
P.O. Box 927
Madison, Wisconsin 53701-0927

Re: Freedom from Religion Foundation, Inc., et al., v.
Ritter, et al.
Dear Mr. Bolton:
Enclosed is the deposition of: CRAIG BANNISTER

Previously filed. Forwarding signature page and
amendment sheets.

Signed, no changes.

Signed, with changes, copy of which is enclosed.

Unsigned, notice duly given
Pursuant to the Rules of Civil Procedure.
Not signed, notice duly given
Since trial is set for

No Signature required.

Signature waived.

To be signed in court.

Signature pages/amendment sheet to be returned to
court on date of hearing.
Mailed by certified mail No.
On approximately

Hand-delivered on approximately

TERESA CHAPLIN

Enclosures (As above noted)
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r

COLORADO DAY OF PRAYER
May 6, 2004

t~7-[EREAS, our forefathers, recognizing the need for spiritual gTtidance,
founded the United States as "’One Nation Under God": and

~7~IEREAS. Congress, in a 1954joint resolution si~med by President

Truman. permanently established an annual National Day of Pra3. "er, which
President Reagan, in 1988. defined as the first Thursday "of every May: attd

WHEREAS, our nation allows each citi:en the freedom to gather, the
freedom to worship, attd the freedom to pra),, whether in public or private;

H’7-IEREAS, in 2_004, the National Day of Prag,er acknowledges Leviticus
25.10 with the theme "Let Freedom Ring": and

WHERE.4S. across our land on May 6 , Amerwans will unite h~ prto’er for
our nation, our state, our leaders, amt our people;

,’vbw Therefore. l. Bill Owens, Governor of the State of Colorado, do hereby
proclaim May 6. 2004, as the

COLORADO DA Y OF PRAYER

in the State of Colorado.

GHZEN umler m), hand and the
Executi,~ Seal of the State of
Colorado. this tweno:-fifih day of
Februa~.3,. 2004

PIs_Rsp_Req_POD_03 7



EXHIBIT



BILL OWENS

COLORADO DAY OF PRAYER
May 5, 2005

WHEREAS. the authors of the Declaration of Independence recognized
"’That al! men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights. that among the, re are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness ";. and

WHEREAS. the National Day of Prayer, established in 1954 and defined by
President Ronald Reagan as the first Thursday in May, provid~ Americans
with the chance to congregate in celebration of these endowed rights." and

WHERE~4S, each citizen has the freedom to gather, the freedom to worship.
and the freedom to pray, whether in public or private; and

WHEREAS, in 2005, the National Day of Prayer acbwwledges Hebre~t~r
4:16- "Let u3 then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need"- with
the theme "’God Shed His Grace on Thee "; and

WHEREAS. on May 5, indic’duals across this state and nation will unite in
prayer for our country, our state, our leaders, and our people;

Now Therefore, L Bill Owens, Governor of the State of Colorado, do hereby
proclaim May 5, 2005, as the

COLORADO DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Colorado.

GIVEN under my hand and the
Executive Seal of the State of
Colorado. thi~ thirty-first day of
March. 2005

Governor
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COLORADO DAY OF PRAYER
May 4, 2006

WHEREAS, the attthors of the Declaration of lndependence recognized
"That all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness"; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer, established in 1954 and defined by
President Ronald Reagan as the fi~t Thursday in May, provides Americans
with the chance to congregate in "celebration of these endowed rights; and

WHEREAS, each citizen has the.freedom to gather, the freedom to worship,
amt the freedom to pray, whether in public or private; and

WHEREAS, in 2006, the National Day of Prayer ac’knowledges 1 Samuel
2:30 - "’Those wlu~ honor me, I will honor," and the theme "America,
Honor God"; and

WHEREAS, on May 4, individuals across this state and nation will unite in
prayer for oltr country, our state, our leaders, and our people;

Now Therefi~re, L Bill Owens, Governor of the State of Colorado, do hereby
proclaim May 4, 2006, as a

DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Colorado.

GIVEN under my hand and the
Executive Seal of the State of
Colorado, this fourteenth day of
March, 2006

Governor

PIs_Rsp_Req._POD_141
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B~LL P~TTER, JR.
GOVERNOR

COLORADO DAY OF PRAYER
May 3, 2007

WHEREAS, the authors of the Declaration of Independence recognized
"That all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness’;" and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer, established in 1952 and defined by
President Ronald Reagan as the first Thursday in May, provides Americans
with the chance to congregate in celebration of these endowed rights; and

WHEREAS, each citizen has the fi’eedom to gather, the freedom to worship,
and the freedom to pray, whether in public or prtvate; and

WHEREAS, in 2007, the National Day of Prayer acknowledges 2 Chronicles
7:14 - "If my people, who are called by my name, will humble thentyelves
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land"," and

WHEREAS, on May 3, 2007, individuals across this state and nation will
unite in prayer for our country., our state, our leaders, and our people;

Therefore, I. Bill Ritter, Jr., Gove,~or of the State of Colorado, do hereby
proclaim May 3, 2007,

COLORADO DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Colorado.

GIVEN under my hand and the
Executive Seal of the State of
Colorado, this fourteenth day of
March, 2007

PIs_Rsp_Req_POD_187
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COLORADO DAY OF PRAYER
May 1, 2008

WHEREAS, the mtthors of the Declaration of Independence recognized
"That all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness;" and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer, established in 1952 and defined by
President RonaM Reagan as the first Thursday in May., provides Americans
with the chance to congregate in celebration of these endowed rights; and

WHERE.4S, each citizen ha~ the freedom W gather, the freedom to worship,
and the freedom to pra3.; whether in public or private; and

WHEREAS, in 2008. the National Day of Prayer acknowledges Psalm 28: 7-
"The Lord is my strength and shield, my heart trusts in Him. and I am
helped; "and

WHEREAS, on May I, 2008, individuals across this state and nation will
unite in prayer for our country, our state, our leaders, and our people;

Therefore, [, Bill Ritter, Jr.. Governor of the State of Colorado, do hereby
proclaim May I, 2008,

COLORADO DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Colorado.

GI"VFaV under my hand and the
Executive Seal of the State of
Colorado, this twenty-fourth day of
Mar~, 2008

Bill Ritter, Jr.
Governor

PIs._Rsp_Req._POD_2 3 9



EXHIBIT 7



COLORADO DAY OF PRAYER
May 7, 20O9

WHEREAS, the authors of the Declaration of Independence recognized "That all
men are created equal, that the), are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness;" and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer, established in !952 and defined by
President Ronald Reagan as the first Thursday in May, provides Americans with
the chance to congregate in celebration of these endowed rights; and

WHEREAS, each citizen has the freedom to gather, the freedom to worship, and
the freedom to pray, whether in public or private; and

WHEREAS, on May 7, 2009, individuals across this state and nation will unite in
prayer for our courary, our state, our leaders, and our people,"

Therefore, I, Bill l~’t~er, Jr., Governor of the State of Colorado, do here@proclaim
May 7, 2009,

COLORADO DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Colorado.

GIVEN under my hand and the
Executive Seal of the State of
Colorado, this twentieth day of April,
2009

Bill Ritter, Jr.
Governor



EXHIBIT 8



<Name>
<Address>
<Address>
<City> <Zip>

Dear Governor < >;

Warm greetings from National Day of Prayer Task Force headquarters in Colorado Springs! Yet
another National Day of Prayer is right around the corner, and it is my privilege to extend an
invitation for you to .join us in observing this meaningful and historical occasion. In 1952
President Truman, with the support of Congress, officially established an annual, national day of
prayer. President Reagan amended the law in 1988, permanently establishing the first Thursday
of every May as the National Day of Prayer. This tradition has since become a cherished event
as millions of Americans gather to beseech God’s guidance and blessing upon our nation.

In preparation for this observance, each year the National Day of Prayer Task Force receives
official statements of support from the President of the United States, as well as governors of the
50 states, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. With this in mind, we respectfully request
that you issue a proclamation urging the people of <State> to assemble on Thursday, May 5,
2005, in order to pray for our nation’s leaders and citizens.

To ensure that a proclamation from your office is incorporated in this year’s observance, we
respectfully request that you take the following steps:

After completing your proclamation, return a copy to us here at NDP Task Force
headquarters by April 1. (The copy we receive will be placed in a special
commemorative book presented to President Bush that includes all proclamations from
our states and territories.) We also ask that you prepare a second copy for our <State>
State Coordinator, who will be contacting you soon with further details.

¯ If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to get in touch with our Public Relations
Manager, Mrs. Bobbie Hill, at 719/268-4802. She can also be reached via e-mail at
hillbr@fotf.org. Bobbie would be happy to field any inquiries you may have.

The 2005 theme is "God Shed His Grace on Thee," inspired by the exhortation found in Hebrews
4:16: "Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy
and f’md grace to help us in our time of need." Given the many challenges facing our counu, y
and its people, it seems particularly fitting that we should gather to request the Aimighty’s
intervention as we respond to the threats confronting us - both within our borders and overseas.

Thank you in advance for lending your support to our NDP observance, Governor <Name>.
Your participation will not only be a valuable addition to our May 5 events, but it will come as
an encouragement to the people of <State>. God bless you and your staff in the days ahead. "

Sincerely,

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chairman, NDP Task Force

Pls_Rsp_Req_POD_360
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January 24, 2006

<Name>
<Address 1>
<City>, <State> <Zip Code>

Dear Governor < >;

W~arm gree~mgs from National Day of Prayer Task Force headquarters in Colorado
Springs! We are quickly approaching yet another National Day of Prayer, and I consider it
an honor to extend an invitation for you to join us in observing this meaningful and
historical occasion. In 1952 President Truman, with the supl~o~t of Congress, officially
established an annual, national day of prayer. President Reagan amended the law in 1988,
permanently establishing the fu~t Thursday of every May as the National Day of Prayer.
This tradition has since become a. cherished event as millions, of Americans gather to
beseech God’s guidance and blessing upon our country.

W~-’e r-~,~n~;nr.~’i ~4~1 .... th~n~. ~’~r l~;e ~r~,,r &m~,~lo,. ~innnr God_ will .e, erve a~ a
v~h~hle reminder that the l_.~rd is at work in th;~ ~-eat land und" 1.~ de~er~ing or" our
veneration und absolute t~_,~ Whether facing difficulties at home or overseas~ we hope
p~_ple will look to th~ promise found in I Samuel 2:30: "Those who honor me I w~ll
h~oor." With your .~up_rmrt_ we c~, mrther our ertom to call the nation to pray=r,
ac~__owled..~i-~ our Creator and asking[ for guidance and protection on behalf of ou~
families, our government, and Our armed forces.                             ~

W;I! .... ;~,;,, ~u,_’÷_k ,,~ ;,. 1~,;o ~,A~,vnr hy ;e~,;,~ ¯ prncl:~mation declarinz Thursday, May
4,~2J~k.~a.LDaY_~Prayer for <State>? It has become customary for the Px~siden~’n’t"o’~ the
United States, as well as governors of the 50 states, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin
Islands, m officially endorse the National Day of Prsyer, and we hope you will do the same
this year. ¯

W~e ~£uil~, reqee_st &at you send your proclamation to us here at NDP Task Force
head~ 1. (The copy we receive will be placed in a special commemorative
book presented to President Bush that includes all proclamations from our states and
territories.) We also ask that you preparv a second copy for our <State,> State Coordinator,
who will be contacting you soon with more details. If you have any questions, don’t
hesitate to get in touch with our Public Relations Manager, Mrs. Bobbin Hill, at 719/268-
4802. She can also be reached via e-mail at bobbie.hi.’lI(~foff.o.rg.

We look forward "to hearing fi-om you. Your proclamation will be a meaningY-ul
contribution to this year’s NDP observance, and to the peopl.e of <State>. May God bless
you and your staff in the coming months.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Sames C. Dobson (Shidey)
Chairman, NDP Task Force



2007

Warm gre~ings from the National Day of Prayer Task Forc~l Every year since Cougr~s
established an annual d~y of prayer in 19~2, millions of Am,~cans from coast to coast
have gathered in churches, synasogues, schools, parks, and other venues to iuterrxxJo on
behalf of our country. Given the extent to which ore" culture has deviated from the moral
underpirmings upou which our natiou was founded, it lmbooves us to honor tbe precedent
set forth by our forefatbe~.

The words of Thomas Jefferson, uttered over 200 years ago, echo our concerns for today.
Bemoaning the state of an in_rant republic he said, ~I tremble for my country when I
reflect that God is just: that l-ILs justice cannot sleep forever." Today, we may face
different trials, but we are not far removed from the desperation of Jefferson’s
sentiments. How good it is to know, then, that our distress is tempered by our confidence

t
in the mercy of the living God aad in His promise to hear the p~itions of His children. In

¯ that spirit, we have chosen America, Uaite ia Prayer as our theme for 2007, based on 2
Chronicles 7:14 which says, "If my people, who are called by my name, will humble
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land."

In keeping with tradition, we ask that you lend your support in the form of a public
proclamation declaring May 3, 2007 as a National Day of Prayer. Foy_nlal~~
yc~l~this nationwide observance has ~ endnr~d ~h May bv the P~,-.,;d~of the
United States and last year, every governor in the nation_ a~ ~..li .e th.-~ ~..~
t~,itories, participate~ L/wen me importance of this ev~-n wi~i- (~u- " ~-- " t, y ¢onstder./om~,~;with us in this endeavor?. Please send a copy of your official pronouncement to us here at
NDP headquarters before April I, and provide a second copy for our <State> State
CoordInator, <SC name>, who will be in touch with you shortly. All of the
proclamations will be bound for presentation to President Bush. If any questions should
arise, we invite you to contact Mrs. Lisa Crump, our National Coordinator Manager, at
719/268-4803, or you may send her an e-mail at lisa.crnmp(~nationaidayo~rayer.org.

We appreciate your time and consideration, Governor ((Govemor~), and look forward to.
hearing from you. God bless you and your staff as you continue to faithfully serve the
people of <(State~!

S~ly.

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chaim~ NDP Task Force
SDleb

Pls_Rsp_Rcq_~)D_027



Janua~, 8, 2008

<Name>
<Street Address>
<City>, <State> <Zip Code>

Dear Governor <Name>:

A warm greeting to you fzom the National Day of Prayer Task For~e! in an
historic deelaration in 1952, Congress established an annual day of prayer
during which people throughout the United States were encouraged to pause in
repentance and intercession for our nation. Each year sinco then, millions of
Americans have assembled in various venues to seek the Lord’s guidance,
protection and blessing upon our land and its poople. In light of the
unprecedented challenges and threats facing our lead~ and fellow cidzans
today, it’s parficolarly important tlm we continue to ask for the Aimighty’s
intervention on behalf of our country.

In a 1776 document in which the Continental Congress ~dled for a national fast,
Americans were exhorted "in times of impending calamity and distress ... to
acknowledge the overruling providence of God; to confess and deplo’re our
offences against him; and to suppficate his inte~osition for averting the
threatened danger..." It is with this keen awareness of our reliance upon God
that we have selected our 2008 theme, Prayer! America’s Streng/h and
Shield. The underlying scripture is Psalm 28:7, which declares, "The Lord is
my s~’ength and shield; my heart trusts in Him, and I am helped."

As has become customary, we ask that you acknowledge the historic role that’~

pray~ h.as played in our nation by issuing a statement proclaiming May 1, 2008 ’~

r~ N~o..al ~.ay of ~y~. Fo, more th~ 50 ~, ~s ob~van~ has b~n)
gnized ana endorsed annually by the President of the United States. Last[

year, every governor also acknowledged this day, incloding those in our U.S. ~
territories. May we as_k you to lend your support to this important event as well?

~,!~_e~__ .s~’nd..a .cow .of your..official p .r~l~_on to us here at NDP headquarters ~
c~ore ^pru t, ana provide a secona copy for our <State> State Coordinator, \

yh? ~ll by.co,,~m.g you in the n~ ~. ~.h go~amo~’, -~t~-ment ,~l~ \
ve mcludea m a special bound volume that will be presented to President Bush. J
Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Mrs. Lisa
Crump, our National Coordinator Manager., at. 719/26&-4803. You may also
reach her via e-mall at llsa.crum~o~!~vofvraver.or~.

Your consideration of our request is deeply appreciated, Governor <Name>
We look forward to hearing from you. Until than~ may God grant you and your

staff abundant measures of wisdom and discernment in your continued service
to the people of<State>!

Sincerely,

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chairman, NDP Task Force
SD/rw

PIs_Rsp_Req_POD_024



January 22, 2009

<Street Address>
<City>, <State> <Zip Code>

Dear Governor <Last Name>:

Warm greetings f~om the brational Day of Prayer Task Force! Each year since 1952
when Congress established an annual day of prayer, millions of Americans from coast to

’coast have gathered in churches, synagogues, schools, parks, and other venues to
intercede on behalf of our nation. These are extremely difficult times our country is
facing from economic ttirmoil to the threat of terrorism to moral confusion and decline.
It behooves us at this critical juncture to again honor the precedent established by
Presidents and leaders throughout our history, that of proclaiming reliance on an
Almighty God and calling Americans to come before Him on behalf of our nation.

The words of Thomas Jefferson, uttered in 1781 and found engraved on the Jefferson
¯ Memorial in Washington, D.C., reflect our concerns for today. Bemoaning the state of
the infant republic, he said, "God who gave us life gave us liberty. And can the liberties
of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis, a convictioit
in the minds of the people that these liberties are the Gift of God." Today, our trials and
challenges to freedom may be different, but our need to remember the truth of Jefferson’s
sentiments remains. How good it is to know that, despite the distress we are
experiencing, we can come confidently before the Almighty, knowing that He is merciful
and has promised to hear the petitions of His children. In .that spirit,
has chosen pRAYE~R...~kME, RICA’S HOPE as our theme for 2009~ based.on Psalm 33:
22:’~VIay your unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord~ even as we put our hope m you."

In keevin~, with tradition, we ask that you lend your support throul~h a public
p~’~iam.H0n declarin~ May 7. 2009 as a Nationa! Day of Prayer. For more than 50
y_e~rs~ ,hi.~ ~,tloawide observance hss been endorsed e~ch May by the ]~resident of tlie
U!~ted S;~_t~: 1~ year. every governor in the nation did m *~ w,dl Given" the
importance ofthi~ event~ will you consider iolnin~ with us in thi~ endeavor? Please~send
a covy of your official _nmnonne~rn~nt *n the MDP T~k Force headquarters before April
l,itpd .~rnv;A# o _o .... A ,:_~py t’~r m~r <Rt~te> State Coordlns~r, <name> who Will be In
to~_~e_h with you .~h~rtlv. All of the proclamations will be bound for presentation ~o
President Obama. If any questions should arise, we invite you to contact Mrs. Lisa
Crump, our Senior Manager, National Coordinator Network at 719/268-4803, or you may
send her an e-mail at lisa.crump@nationalda¥ofpraver.or~

We appreciate your time and consideration, Governor <last name>, and look forward to
hearing from you. God bless you and your staff as you faithfully serve the people of

Sincerely,

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chairman, NDP Task Force

P! ~_R~ p-_Rcq._POD_43 $
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Rirter joins faithful in National Day of Prayer : Local News ¯ The Rocky Mountain News Page 1 of 2

More than 20 speakers ~ ~ crowd Ill prayer tot a long liS! of ne~ls, ~’~uchng the mdil ~y a,,xI young

R~ald Re~ - w~ a d~ ~ ~ns to ~r to ~ate ~ r~s ~ W ~ Ct~,

Featured
A Dozen on Denver

Read or listen to Nick Ar~in’s contribution to our fiction series, ’A Dozen on Denver’
Broncos

Get the BronCo~ Scouting report

http://www.rockymountainnews.comidrmn/local/article/0,1299,DRMN 15 5519459,00.ht... 9/26/2008
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The Colorado Prayer Luncheon Page 1 of I

About The Colorado Prayer Luncheon
Historically the
leadership of our
Nation has turned to
Almighty God for
strength and
+guidance.

In this spirit, the
United States

......... Senate and the
Govemo¢ Bill Rtller presenting the welcome House oflrom the state ad(~ress,          Representatives

Breakfast Groups, which meet to deepen friendships,
to pray and counsel together, inaugurated the National
Prayer Breakfast to specifically seek the Lord’s
guidance and strength as well as to affirm our faith and
to renew the dedication of our Nation and ourselves to
God and His purposes. The Colorado Prayer Luncheon
follows in this historical tradition.

ARTICLE abl)ut the See PftOTOS of the
2008 Colorado 2008 Colorado
Prayer Luncheon Prayer Luncheon
Cllat here > Click here >

The Ho+~ Committee of the ~.~l+rado Prayer L~ncheon

requests the pleasure of your con~y at the
Twen~-fi~t A~ Col+~o P~x~r ~n~+heon

member~ of the H~tt Committee
and state leade~ in the ~ecutive, Judicial

and ~gislative B~ches
¢~ our government

Thu~ May 22,
Guest Speaker: Philip Yanc~v

Gue.r~ to he scored by I 1:30

K+~r~l Ballr~,n. G~om&) Convention C~nter
7~ 14th Str~t

Denve~ Colorado

1:30 p+m.

2005 ¯ Phone: 30~753-1370 ¯ ernail: jane@resourc~fulsok~tions biz ¯ Coi0ra(Jo Prayer Luncheon ~olos courtesy of Blac..kale~ - Cok~aao

http://www.coloradoprayerluncheon.com/ 10/6/2008
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Fax Form
Colorado National Day of Prayer

1548 S. Mountainview Rd.
Castle Rock, CO 80109
Phone# 303-660-1827

Fax # 303-814-2919

TO:

FROM: Willow Kauffman
Co!omdo Coordinator, National Day of Prayer

DATE:

PAGES:

SUBJECT:

.... (Including cover sheet)

Special InstmctJonsl Message
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REQUEST FOR USE OF
STATE CAPITOL COMPLEX FACILITIES

DPA

If you ~ ’~ Re~t’. meek ti~ sl~d/’~ ~ ~ Pearl ~ Momo~ml r’IcioMng Era MomJme~
r’] Am~nkm Garden ~ U.S.S. Cderado Mem~IM [] Civil War Mo~,~n~ t"TSa~e Creek Ptmque

8tart Time:    ~) : 0 0 ~ l.m. [~] p.m. end Time:

All Event~ Include ¯ ~ d ~ windl~ speakers, ~j~nda, p¢ol~, stages. ~mund equipment md ~ It~nm to be

~ r~,cailaae~ faculties and ~ titular Items). Nm include peoposed rou~ o~ eny march ~ para~ and
;~me fo~ the or,~ly termination and dispersal o~ U~e propoa~ actlv~t:y Ih= mi~lh! |ff~l ~1~ regular flow of Vafllc. If
morn ro~m ~ ne~l, please e~ Infom~aflon o~ Seperato I sheet.



Nob: If tt~ IX~On ~ ~ app;icalio~, is d~mnl Ihan the contact person lisled in
~ IX~nt t~ mlgn~"s name and con’.act number:

the r,o~pletod,



REQUEST FOR USE OF
STATE CAPITOL COMPLEX FACIUTIES



Will you require o(x:ess to electricity?

7. WE F)" provide ~Jn "Event Msrshal’? ~Yes [~] No



REQUEST FOR USE OF
STATE CAPITOL COMPLEX FACILITIES

DPA

1. Requested Date: ~’~ \ t ~’O ~       Alternate Date:

Exact Io~atlon of proposed a~tivity: ~West Steps Site l"l Lincoln Park Site [] Special Request
If you ~hose "Spedai Request% mark the specific location [] Pead Harbor Memodal rlCIosing Era Monument

[] Armenian Garden I’-I U,S.S. Colorado Memorial r] civil war Monument    l-]Sand Creek Plaque

~a~tTime: lo:~O times~)~.m.f-lp.rn. EndTim,: --~,’0~ F’la.m.’~p,m.
OnrJud~ ~ up ~nd c’l~n up

4. Estimated Maximum Number of Participants: ,..~’~’~ - Io cO

5o All Events. Include a liat Of ~11 principal speakers, agenda, props, stages, sound equipment and other items to be
provided by applicant/sponsor, if available (approx. number and si=e($) of supports, standards and handles,
necessary medio~l/$~nitary facilitiee a~d other similar items). Also Include proposecl route of any ma~ch or parade a~d
plans for tile orderly termination alxI dispersal of the proposed activ~ that might affect the regular flow of traffic. If
more room is needed, please attach information on separate a sheet.

more room is needed, please attach information on separate a sheet.



Will you require access to electt’ic~ty? ~’Yes [] No

Will you provide an "Ev,ant Marshal’?.     ~[~ Yes [] No
If yes, ptease indicate how many and how they will be identihed. /"/.

APPUCAT/ON’NOT VAUD UN/.J~S S/GNED

Position of person filing that appSeation

Note: ff the person signing this application is ~ifferent than me contact person listed in section 2 above,
please print the signer’s name ar~l ¢o~ct number:

Request for Waiver of 30 Day Notification

Pursuant to S’latat capitol Buildings Group Grounds Permit Regulation 1.32:

Appli¢~m~ shall submit legiblc and complete permit applications in wridng on a form I~ovid¢d by the F~xc~.tive
as to bc rcceived by the Executive Director at ]cezt thbty (30) days in advance of any demon~afion or special
Applk:aflons will not be ~,:ccptcd more tha~ one year before th~ propo~d demonl~’ation or sp~ial event is ~cheduled to
occar. 2the F.x~cvXiyt Dire~k~r may Wai~ ~ thirty (30) day mTtic¢ rcqaircmenl for demonstrations but only ~: (!) the
applicant can dtmo~ttra~ the impo~’lbffily of applying ~sr a permit witld~ the ton# limitations set ou~ in rlda paragraph; (2)
a pcrmi! is applied for before ~e demoA, trarion beSin~: and (3) ;he Ea~¢utive Director determines ~hat all rtl~vant and
appropria~ condl:tona, limilatkms and requirements art or will be recto and he Lv.,u~s a permit for dte demonstration.

Please pro~,ide explanation tbr waiver request:

Return the completed, signed applioallon to:

Division of Gentral $ervtoes
Permit Program Specialist
1525 Sherman Street, B-15

Denver, Colorado 80203
Pho~le: (303) 866.43b"r

Fax: (303) 866-2470



O
DPA

REQUEST FOR USE OF
STATE CAPITOL COMPLEX FACILITIES

Requested Date: .. ~,,,~ I : ~ oo~ Nternate Date: ~1 oq

Exact location of proposed activity: [] West Steps Site :~LincoJn ,~te Request

If you chose "Spatial Request", mark the specific location [] Pearl Harbor Memodal I’-ICIosing Era Monument
1-1 Armenian Garden [] U.$.8. Colorado Memorial I-’l Civil War Monument []Sand Creek Plaque

Start Time: ~" O o    ~;~a.m. [] p.m. End Time: ,-~’: GO [] a.m.~p.m.
(In~ude set up sr~l ~Jean up #m~)

If your organization goes by an aeronym (initials), indicme full nacne

City: ~ State ~-.-o Z~p ~’0 \\ ~

Estimated Maximum Number of Partk=ipant~:, --~

All Events. Include a list of all prin~ipal speakers, agenda, props,stages, sound equipment and other items to be
provided by appllcanVsponsor, if available (approx. number and ~ize(s) of supporte, standards and handles,
neceesary medic~l/sani~ry facilities and other similar Items). Also include proposed route of any march or parade and
plans for the ordedy termination and dispersal of the proposed aotivity that might affect the regular flow of traffic. If
more room is needed, please attach information on separate a sheet.



6. Will you require access to electricity? I-] Yes 1~

Will you provide an "Ewnt M~$hsl*?     ~ Yes [] No
If yes, please indicate how many and how they will be identifk~:L    ~ P,~_ _o1~\\ ~ . ~.J~.o~",^ o~

o

APPUCA T~ON NOT VALID ~ ..~IGNED

Position of person filing the application

!

Slgnatur’~ filing the application

Note: If the person signing this applicatiOn iS different than the conta~’ person listed In set,on 2 above,
please print the signer’s name and oontact number:

Reque~-t for Waiver of 30 Day Notifioetion

Pursuant to State Capitol Buildings Group Grounds Permit RegulaUon 1.32:

Applicants .hall $~bmit legible and complete permit applications in wrlti~g on a form provided by the Executive Director so
as to be received by ~ Exe.~..uttvc Dirccto~ at I~ast thirty (30) days i~) advice of any demonstration or special event.
Appltcadon~ will not be acct.vted more thim one year bet~e the propo.~e.d demonslxation or special event i~ schexiulvd to
occur. The Executive Director may waive du~ thirty (30) day noth:e requirement for demon~ralior~ but only if.. (I) the
applicant can d~mo~rea;e tl~ ff~posstbtll~J of applying for a perndJ within &e time lintimz~ett .~et oat in this pamsmph; (2)
a permit is applied for before the demo~tration begL~.v; and (3J the F.xecutl~e D~rector determines thW all relevant and
appropriate ¢ondtdora. limi~atiort~ and requir~m~nt~ are or will be met. and tw Lt~uea a permit for th~ demon~tratlon.

Please provide explanation for waiver request:

Return the completed, signed application to:
Division of Central Services
Permit Program Specialist
1525 She~nan Street, B-15

Denver, Colorado 80203
Phone: (303) 866-4357
Fax: (303) 1~.2470



REQUEST FOR USE OF
STATE CAPITOL COMPLEX FACILmES

DPA

1, Requested Date: ~,~ \ ~ ,=>’~OO~ Alternate Date:

if you chose "Special Request’, mark the specific location [] Pead Harbor Memorisl r-]cIo$irtg Era Monument
n Armenian G~den [] U,S.S. Colorado Memorial I-1 Civil War Monument []Sand Creek Plaque

Exa~t location of proposed activity: [~ West Steps Site [] Lincoln Park Site

Start Time: (~ *. O O    ~ a.m. [] p.m. End Time:
(Include set up and clean up ~)

If you=’ organization goes by an auonym (initials), indicate full name of o~ganiz~tion.

Cell Phone:

Home Phone: (

3. Event Description

4. EsSmated Maximum Number of Participants: ,~>~ 0"0

All Events. Include a list of all principal speakers, Cgend&, prop=, stages, sound emlulpment and other items to be
provided by applicant/sponsor, if available (approx. number and size(s) of supports, standards and handles,
necessary medical/sanitary lacilities and other similar items). Also include proposed route of any mamh or parade and
plans for the orderly termination and dispersal of the proposed activity that might affect the regular flow of traffic. If
more room is needed, please attach information on separate a ~eet.

 o:-ao



6. Will you require access to e.lectd¢ity? [] Yes ~ No

Will you provide an "Event Marshal’?     ~] Yes [-] No
If yes, please indicate how many and how they will be identified.

APPLICATION NOT VALID ~ SIGNED

Position’of person filing the application

Note: If the person signing this applk:ation is different than the contact person.listed in section 2 above,
please print the signer’s name and contact number:

Request for Waiver of 30 Day Notificat!on

Pursuant to ~tate Capitol Buildings Group Grounds Permit Regulation 1.32:

Applicants shall subndt legible and complcte pmmit applications In wddng on a form provided by the ~xecutive Director so
u to be received by the Executive Director at ~t thirty (30) days in advance of any demonstration or sl~ial event.
Applicationt wig not be accepted more than one year before the prolmmd demonstration or special cvcnt is ,cheduled to
occur. The F.xecutlveDirector may waive th~ thirty (30) da~ ~ottce requiremc~t~ for ¢lemon~mzio~t but only if." (1) =h~
applicant can d~monalra~ =he impo~ibility of applying for a perm~ within the lime lintitatfon~ $~ out in this paragraph; (2)
a penrdt i~ applied for before ;he demo~t~trmion begins; and (3) the ~.xeculive Director detcrmtne~ that all relevant and
approprfat~ condition& llmi~atio~ aim requ[r#ment~ ar~ or will be met, and he ~¢e.~ a permit for the denu:~,trat~on.

Please provide explanation for waiver requesl:

Return the completed, signed application to:

Division of Central Servioes
Permit Program Specialist
1525 Sherman Street, B-15

Denver, Colorado 80203
Phone: (303) 886.4357.

Fax: (303) 866-2471)
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REQUEST FOR USE OF
STATE CAPITOL COMPLEX FACILITIES

Exact Iocatio’n of i~oposed activity: ~ West Steps Site I-I Lincoln Park Site [] SpeciaJ Request

If you chose "Special Requesl", mark the specific location [] Pearl Had)or Memorial F"lcIo$ing Era Monument
[~ Armenian Glzrden 0 U.S.S. Colorado Memodal r’] civil war Monument [~]Sand Creek Plaque

Start’rime; [0:30 I~a.m.l"’l p.m. EndTime." 3 :’00

If your organization goes by a~ amonym (initials), i~licate full name of oq~anization.

4. Estimated Maximum Number of PartL’~ants: ,_R"O~-- I o’~’o

All Events, Include a list of all principal speakers, agenda, props, stages, sound equipment and ob~er items to be

.~l kgBIItD. Ilfl.lLl~ I l~ UI Oil ~qllL~gl ~UiIUILI, LI~JUIILILI~ plUptl~ OiOl~lO! eeOllg aaimpunz.u BOa mszmn ~um.0z tm zz
providod by ap.plic~a, f/sponsor, if avaAal~ (approx: no..m~ ar~ si~o. ($) of supports, sta~d .m~ls and
nec~.ssary medica[/sanitmy fac~ies and olhe~ similar Hems). Also ~nclude proposed route ol a~ly march or parade and
pla~s for the orderly termination and ~ of the proposed acSvlty that might affect the regular flow of traffic.
morn room is rmeded, please attach Infonnalion on separate a sheet.



¯ 6. Will you require access to electricity?.

Will you provide an "Evem Marshal’?     ,J~ Yes [~ No
I! yes, please indicate how many and how they will be ider, ified.

APPLICATION NOT VALID UNLES~ S~GNED

Po$it~on o~ person filing the ai~icafion

Note: If the person signing t~is application ~ differem (hen the contact person listed in section 2 above,
please print the signer’s name aria contact number:

Request for Waiver of 30 Day Notification

Pursuant to S~aZe Capitol Buildings Group Grounds Permit Regulmion 1.32:

App]~anL~ sh~ll submit l©giblc and compler~ pe.rmic ~pli~i~s in ~dng ~ u ~orm pm~ by ~ ~ufiv~ Di~z~ so
~ ~ ~ ~ by ~ ~ufive D~ m ]~z ~i~ (30) ~ i~ ad~n~ of ~y ~~on

o~/ic~l ~ dem~ t~ ~x~ ~p~M~or a ptr~ wi~ t~ li~ li~ x~ o~ in th~ ~mt~ (2)
o ~rmit ~ ~p~ed for ~ t~ d¢~~ beg~: ~d ($) t~ ~e~ut Die.or ~te~x
app~e ~, ~mti~n~ ~ ~qui~t~ ~e nr~ ~ ~ ~ he issues a pe~it for the

Please provide explanation for waiver reqnest;

Return the completed, ~ign~d appHoM~oa to:

Division of Central Services
Permit Program Spe~Mist
1525 Sherman Street, B-15
Denver, Colorado 80203
Phone: (3O3) 8664.157
Fax: (303) 866.2470
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Appl~ation Date:

REQUEST FOR USE OF
STATE CAPITOL COMPLEX FAClLmES

DPA

Exact location of proposed activity: [~] West Steps Site ~Lincoln Park Site [] ,~4)ecial Requesf

If you chose "Special Request’, mark the specific location [] Pead Hadx)r Memorial []Closing Era Monumen!
[] Armenian Garden [] U.S.S. Colorado Memorial I"l Civil War Monument [~]Sand Creek Plaque

Start Time:    q ’,’0~ _[~.m. [~ p.m.
(Include set up and �lean up times)

4. Estimated M~imum Numborof Pa~icipants: J 0~0 "~,O0"D

All Events. Ire’Jude a list of all principal speakers, agenda, props, stages, sound equimen! and other |tems to be
p~ovided by applicanVsponsor, if available (approx. number and size(s) of supports, standards and handles,
necessaw medlca~/sanita~, facilities and other similar iten~s). ALso il~lude Woposed foule of any march or parade and
plans fo~ the ordedy termination and dispersal of the proposed activily tha~ might affect the regular flow of traffic. If
more room is needed, please attach information on separate a sheet.



7-20-199G 10:45F~    FRC)~ AMTECH MARKEI’IN~ 4438171379

¯ 6. Will you require access to electricity?

W~ you provide an "Event MarshaJ"? "~ Yes [] NO

APPIJCA TION NOT VAUD UNI.B~ SIGNED

~:~ ~
of person filing the al~;oation Si~n~ur~ ~._.p~n filing the application
Note: I! ~ person sicjn~g this appli~aSon is different than the oontaot person listed in section 2 ~ove,
p~ease ~nt the s~ner’s name ~nd contact numben

Request for Waiver of 30 Day Notification

Pursuant lo State Capilol Butldings Group Grounds Permit Regulation 1.32:

Please provide explanation for waiver reque~

Return the completed, signed applic~n to:
mvtsk~ of Central Sewka~
Permit Program Sl~c~ist
~S25 SMrman Sleet, B-1S

Oenve~, Colorado 80293
Phone: (303) 8~)-43b’7

Fax’. (3(gl) 866-2470
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CHARLIE CRIST
GOVERNOR

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

WHEREAS, Americans have turned to God in prayer for guidance since our nation’s
founding; and

WHEREAS, throughout the history of our state and nation, we have humbly prayed for
guidance, comfort, and protection where needed, and have given thanks for our many
blessings which God has graciously bestowed on this nation since its inception; and

WHEREAS, prayer has comforted us in times of sorrow, and given us strength and hope
for the future. We ask God to keep His hand upon us and bless the great State of Florida
and the United States of America; and

WHEREAS, we continue to give thanks for the men and women of the military that are
defending our freedom and we humbly ask God for their protection. We pray for peace
throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer is a day set aside by Congress for all Americans to
pray and reaffirm the spiritual principles upon which this nation was tounded; and
~v=a=~,~^~ ~nng marks the 57~h anniversary of the consecutive annual observance of the l[

N"a’;i;’~a=-~’~)’a~-~; Prayer, and the theme this y,~ar is, "Prayer! America’s Strength and
Shield," based on Psalm 28:7 which declares The Lord is. my strength and shield; my
heart trusts in him, and I am helped;" and

WHEREAS, on May 1=t, Americans will unite at specific times in prayer for our nation and
state to acknowledge our dependence upon God, to give thanks for the many blessings
our country has received from Him, to recognize our need for personal and corporate
repentance and renewal and to invoke God’s blessings upon our leaders and ask God to
protect and bless our nation;

NOW, THEREFORE, !, Charlie Crist, Governor of the State of Florida, do hereby extend
greetings and best wishes to all observing May 1, 2008 as the National Day of Prayer.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I
have herednto set my hand
and caused the Great Seal
of the State of Florida to be
affixed at Tallahassee, the
Capital, this 31= day of
January, in the year two

Governor

THE CAPITOL
32399 - (850} 488-2272 ¯ F;.x (8501 922-4.292
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Gow o 
Proclamation

WHEREAS, the citizens of the State of ldaho are a diverse people, representing many nations and
religious traditions; and

WHEREAS. the history of owr country is replete with leaders who voluntarily called upon their
God with needs both great and small, such as:

"’lt would be particularly improper to omit, in this first official act, my fervent supplication to that
Almighty Being, g~ho rules over the universe, g,’ho presides in the councils of the nations, and Whose
providential aids can supply every human defect, that His bbnediction may consecrate to the liberties and
happiness of the people of the United States. "’ - George Washington, Inaugural Address, April 1789

"We humbly and fervently implore the Almighty disposer of events - to maintain the Constitution
and to bless our nation with tranquility, under PVhose benign influence we may reach the summit of
happiness and glory, to which we are destined by nature and by nature’s God." - William Penn, 1799

"’Knowing that intercessory prayer is the mightiest weapon and the supreme call for all
Christians today. 1pleadingly ask our people everywhere to pray. Believing that prayer is our greatest
contribution that our people can make in this critical hour, I humbly urge that we take time to pray - to
really pray. "- Robert E. Lee, 1864

"lt is the duly of mankind on all suitable occasions to acknowledge their dependence on the
Divine Being. "’- Benjamin Franklin concerning a fast day, 1748

"While the people are virtnoas, they cannot be subdued,, buI when they lose their virtue, they will
be ready to surrender their liberties to the first external or internal invader "’ Samuel Adams while
signing the Declaration of Independence, 1776

"I have been driven many times to my knees by the overwhelming conviction that 1had absolutely
no other place to go. "-Abraham Lincoln concerning his belie fin the power of prayer, Date Unknown

WHEREAS, the motto of the National Day of Prayer and the State Day of Prayer is "’Prayer!
America’s Strength and Shield" a reaffirmation for the biblical exhortation in Psalm 28:7 "The
Lord is my strength and shield; my heart trusts in him, and1 am helped. ""

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, C.L "BUTCH" OTTF_AL Governor of the State of ldaho, do hereby praclaim
May I, 2008, to be

DA Y OF PRA YER

in Idaho, and I invite citiz~ms to gather together on
and varioas places of worship to pray in their own
of strong moral character in the lives of the people
the world

this day in their homes, churches, public meetingplaces,
way for unity of the hearts of all mankind, and the return
of all nations and peace and understanding throughout

1N FC’ITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
and caused to be afftxed the Great Seal of the State of
Idaho in Boise on this 1~ day of May in the year of our
Lord two-thousand and eight and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hundred thirty
second and of the Statehood of Idaho the one tmndred
eighteenth.

B E N I~S URSA
SECRETARY OF STATE
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WbiEREAS.

WHF.RE,~,

WtfERF~&

~’HERF-.AS.

in rimes of t~ril both at hom~ and abroad, many Amerlcan citiz~ms turn to prayer for h~lp and guidance; and

millions of men and t~,onlen across the nation gratefully continue the tradilion of prayer in churches, s3._nagogues, temples,
mosques, and other houses of u,orship acrosx our countU’; and

established in 1952 by an act of Congress’, the National Day of Prayer is no~" observed nationalS.’ eve~ year on the first Thttr~day

in May; and

the National Day’ of Prayer is a cel~brark~n of Ara~rican citizens’ freedom of religion, set forth in tt~ Firs~ Amead~nent.
,4mericaas treasure their religious freedom, which embraces tt~e many dit, erse commurd~ies of faith tl~at have infused our socie~’

and o,,r cultural heritage over more then r~,o centuries; and

WHERE~AS. the ~heme for lhe National Da~’ of Prayer 2008 is "’prayer[ America’s Strength and Shield" inspired by the passage found in
p~alm 28:7, which declares. "~he L~rd is n~.’ strength and shield; my I~art tru~s in him and I am helped. ":

THEREFORE. L Rod R. Btago.ievich, Governor of th~ S~ate of Illinois do heretrv procIaim May 1, 2008 as NATIONAL DAY OF PP~4.YER in Illinois-

SECRETARY OF STATE Pls_Rsp_Req_POD_247
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STATE OF INDIANA
EXECUTIVE DEPARTM.ENT

INDIANAPOLIS

PROCLAMATION
TO ~L TO WHOM TtiESE PRESENTS ~L4Y COklE, GREETINGS:

WH~S, prayer to fl~e Alm~hty G~t is regarded ~’ millions ~ the most im~mt ul~rance
man~nd for its ~nefit: m~d

~IE~, prayer has a~ed ninny m times where sup~ and gtfidance a~ needed: and

it is fitting that we should give than~ for ~e f~cdom and pros[~ri~" ~ich our nat~on
and ~tate enjoy ~d to pray fat, the conlinu~ guidance and comfo~ which G~ has
graciot~ly k~3wed ui~n this nation since its in~ption; and

~EREAS, the Day of Pm)*er is a time ~zt ~de for Americas to pray to flaeir heavenly Faflter and
to ~M~qnn the spmtual principles It.ll which oar nadon was founded:

WHE~, the State of Indi~a m~d the United Slates of America can and will benefit f~m prayer
~ its faithful and p~yefful ~sidenL% and

p~l~ZS:7"The~rdqsmyst~ngth~,dshicld:n~yhea~trusK~illHim, andlmn
WHETS, this year’s fl~e~. "Frayed Alm’~ca’s’ St~th ~d Shield," is inspi~’d by the

hel~d;" and

WHE~S, the Nafiona[ Day Of ~ayer pm~des a ~wc~ul opt~rtunity for ~ople to humble
them~lves k~fo~ the Mnughtv m~d to ~ck ~e "~deeming and p~,ing grace" of
which Li~coln ~ el~uently s~wke in ~ng G~ ~ "sh~ His grace" on us; and

WHE~, zc~5~ oar I~d, on N~v I, Ameri~n5 will unite at ~cific times in pfa~er for
nation and ~ate to ac~ow edge our def~ndence u~n God, to 8ive ~an~ for lhe
many blessings our count~ h~ ~ceived f~m llim, to ~cognize our n~ for ~rsot~l
~d ~rate ~newal of mor~ values and to invo~ G~t’s blessings a~n our l~c~;
and

~t ~ems fi~n~ to ~aowledge the~ ~nefit5 as we a~mble to we than~s for the
blc~ings we have enjoyed sir ce America’s founding:

NOW, ~FO~, I, &fi~he~ E. D~iel~,Jr., Governor of the State of lndmna, do he.by p~laim ~,~y 1,

m the State of lndiatm, and invite all citi~ns 1o duly note ~is ~cm~on.

BY THE GOVERNO~

Pls_Rsp_Req_POD__248



WHEREAS, Americans have turned to God in prayer for guidance, strength, and inspiration since
our nation’s founding; and

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHERE/M~,

Since the Continental Congress first declared the first Day of Prayer in 1775, the
people of the United States and this great Commonwealth have regularly gathered to
pray for our nation, its people, and our leaders; and

The Commonwealth of Kentucky and its citizens serve as an illustration of the
abundance of blessings God will bestow upon those who pray earnestly to Him; and

It is an honor and a privilege to join the nation in petitioning to God for wisdom,
blessings, and protection of our President, our troops, and local and state officials; and

We continue to give thanks for the courage and sacrifice of the men and women in the
military and ask that God will grant them courage and grace as they bravely defend
freedom throughout the world, as well as comfort their families; and

We humbly ask God to safeguard Kentucky’s people and continue to guide our
CommonwEalth in the direction of His wil!; and

The theme of the 57~ National Day of Prayer, "Prayer! America’s Strength and Shield,"/~"
is based on Psalm 28:7, which says, "The Lord is my strength and shield; my heart
trusts in Him, and I am helped";

NOW, THEREFORE, I, STEVEN L. BESHEAR, Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, do hereby
proclaim May 1, 2008, as

DAY OF PRAYER

in Kentucky.

DONE AT THE CAPITOL, in the City of Frankfort this
27th day of March, in the year of Our Lord Two
Thousand Eight and in the 216~ year of the
Commonwealth.

~TEVEN L BES~E~
GOVERNOR
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WIIEREAS,

NOW, TH EREFORE,

 rodamation
National Days of Prayer have bem~ a txirt of our countD"s heritage since
they were declared by the First Continental Congress in 1775; and

the 57th obsen, ance of the National Day of Prayer will be held May 1,
2008, as mandated by both houses of Congress and by our President:
and

leaders of our nation have relied upon the power of prayer throughout
American histor?; and

we as a nation ,,ire fftanks ff~r the freedoms we enjoy and pray that the
state of Louisiana and its people will continue to be blessed zm, d
protect¢~d t~m those who threaten democracy.’; and

"Psalm 2g:7 states: "’l]ae Lord is nay strengfia and shield; my heart u’usts [(in Him and 1 am helped."; and

this year’s National Day of Prayer theme is "Praye!! America’s Strength
and Shield"; and

it is appropriate that we acknowledge God is sovereign ~md call upon
Hi m in prayer.

I, Bobby Ji.ndal, Gm’emor of the State of Louisian< do hereby proelaim
May I, 200g as

I.,OUISIAN’~ I)AY OF PIL~kYER
in the Slate of Louisiana.
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~rrea~ Established in 195~ by Congress° the National Day o£Prayer has become a treasured part of our
nation’s heritage of faith; and

~ tr ~:~:~g Each American has the freedom to worship and pray as he or she desires; and

~ tr~ This day provides all !~xssachttsetts cit~ns the oppolx’xmity to join together in prayer to giva
thanks for our blessing;s, to ask for healing, to ask God to guide our leaders and to bring peace to our nation
and the world; and

~rg~g "The Lord is my strength and shield; my. heart trusts in Him, and I am helped," is the theme oft_his [[
yeaYs National Day of Prayer, inspired b.~,,, Psalm 98:7,

~la,. ~gbersfgrt, 3, ~$ba! ~:. ~atr!~, Go,~mor ofth~ Common~h ~Massachusett~ do
,~hereby proclaim May ~, 2oo8, to be,

MASSACHUSETTS DAY OF PRAYER

£ud urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event
and participate f~dngly, in its obser~’ancv.

Given at the Executive Chamber J.u Boston, this twenty-’~’~’th day of March, in the year t~s~ thousand and eight, and
of the Inde ~eadence of the United Statas of America, the t~ htmdred and thirtpfirst.

By His Excellency

DEVAL L. PATRICK
GOVERI~rOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH

~VILLIAM FRANCIS GALVIN
S]£CRETARY OF TIlE COMMONWEALTH



Office of the Governor
State of Missouri

Proclamation
WHEREAS, National Days of Prayer have been a part of our country’s hedtage since

they were declared by the First Continental Confess in 1775; and

WHEREAS, the 57th observance of the National Day of Prayer ~-itl be held May 1, 2008,
as mandated by both houses of Congress and by our President; and

WHEKEAS, leaders of our nation have relied upon the power of prayer throughout
American histoDq and

WHEILEAS, we as a nation give thanks for the freedoms we enjoy and pray that the state
of Nfissouri and its people will continue to be blessed and protected from those who thxeaten
democrac)q and

WHEREAS, "Psalm 28:7 states: ~i’he Lord is my strength and shield; my heart trusts in
Him and I am helped-"; and

WH REAS, this year’s National Day of Prayer theme is "Prayer! America’s Strength and

Shield"; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that we acknowledge God as sovereign and call upon Him
in prayer;

NOW THEREFORE, I, Matt Blunt, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI,. do hereby
proclaim May 1, 2008 as

MISSOURI DAY OF PRAYER

IN TESTIMONY WI-[EREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the Great
Se~l of the State of Missouri, in the City of Jefferso~ this 1st day of May: 2008.

Governor

Secretary of State
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WttEREAS, Civic prayers and national day~ of prayer have a long and venerable
history in our constitutional republic, dating back to the F’trst
Continental Congress in 1775; and

WHEREAS, The Declaration of lndependenc~ our ftrst statenurnl as Americans of
national purpose and identily, made laws the foundation of oar
United States of America and asserted that people have inalienable
rights that are God-given; and

WHEREAS, The Supreme Court has affirmed the right of stote legishaures to open
their sessions with prayer and the Supreme Court and the United
States Congre~, themselves, begin each day ~;4th prayer; and

WHEREAS, In 1988, le "g~slation setting aside the 3~st Thursday in May in each
year as a National Day of Prayer was passed unanimously by both
Houses of Congress and signed by President Ronald Reagan; and

WHEREAS, The National Day of Prayer is an epportunhg, for Anu~icans to join in
united prayer to acknowledge our dependence on God, to give thanks
for blessings received, to request healing for ;eounds endured, and to
ask God to guide our leaders and bring wholeness to the United States
and her citizens~" and

WHEREAS, It is fitting and proper to gi~e thanks to God by observing a day of
prayer in Nebraska when all may acknowledge our blessings and
~cl~ress gratitude for them, while recognizing the need for
strengthening religious and ram~ values in our state and nation; and

WHEREAS, This year marks the $7th Annual National Day of Prayer; its theme
being ~Prayer! America’s Strength and Shield" reflecting the words
in Psalms 28:7 that we find help as we trust in Go~

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Dave Helneman, Governor of the State of Nebraska, DO HEREBY
PROCLAIM the 1st day of May, 2008, as a

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

in Nebraska, and I do hereby urge all citizens to take due note of the
observant;

IN W1TNF~S WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand, and cause
the Greaff Seal of the State of Nebraska to be affixed this
Twenty-Sixth day of March, in the year of our Lord Two
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
- EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT .i 7

"

histo~ in ~a, dang back to

~ ~S, t~ Decmmffo~ offence, ma~ "t~.mws of Na~e and of.Na~r#s
God".. ~e ~a~on of our Uni~ S~ of ~ and ~s~ted tt~f~ ~op~ have¯

inal~b~~gh~ t~t are God-#b~ a~ ..

s~siO~ with way~ a~ t~ S~ Cou~ ~ t~ United S~ Con~s t~el~ be~n
each ~y: with ~y~ ~d

~S, in 1988,. ~Iaf~n se~ng ~idettz.fir~ ~&y in.May anm~ny asia
Natant Day of ~a~ was p~s~ ~an~ty by both Hous~ of con~s ~ si~d by.
Pr~id~t Ro~ld Reag~ ~

, ~s, t~ Naaonat Day ofPr~ ~ ~ oppo~ni~f~ A~ca~ ofanfait~ to
join in Wa~ to ~ve than~ for b~
to ask God to ~eour lead.s a~ ~ng whol~s to the Uni~ Stat~ and h~ res~en~;

v,.rffERF_-4S, it is fitting and proper to give tlmnks to God by observing a day of prayer
in New Jersey when all may acknowledge our blessings and express gratitude far them; and

~s, May 1, 200S, ~k~ t~ 57m .,t,,,,u,,! Naa,,~ Day o/Prayer w~ th~l[
98.7 "q~year’s theme, "Prayer, America’s Strength and Shield," which was taken from Ps. _...~1

Lord is my stren~ch and my sh~eld; my t~eart trus~ed in Him and I am helped,"

NOW, Tt~REFORE, ]ON S. CORZ!NE, Governor of the State of New Jersey, do hereby
proclaim

MAY 1, 2:008
AS

A DAY OF PRAYER

in New Jersey.

GIVEN, under my h~nd a,u~ tl~ Great Seal of the State
ef N~ Jersey, th~s f!~st day of May in the year
two thousand eight, the two trundred thirty-
second year of the I, utependence of the United
States. -¯ ~ "

BY THE GOV~RNOP,:

ArfiVA MtTCttELL WELLS

SECRETARY OF STATE

GOVERNOR



N~o.A D~r of P~.~ ~-~cl~ned br "t~he Con~-.;nen~al Con~o~e~s in 1775;

1785,

nation has traditionally so~aghi diane ~idanoe as i~ char~! weal

~r~, ~rrd~re, I, Jon Ni. Hun¢~naa, Jr., Go~erno~ of ~he S~ o~ U~,h, do
h~re~ declare M~y 1, 2908, as
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t3), virtue of the azahori~’ vested by the Constitution in the Governor of the
Commom.,’ealth of Virginia, there is hereby officially recognized:

VIRGINIA DAY OF PRAYER

WHEREAS, prayer plays a powerful role in the lives of people of all cultures,
religions and backgrounds and serves as a source of moral and spiritual guidance for
milIions throughout our Commonwealth and nation; and

Vr~tEREAS, National Day" of Prayer was fast observed by members of the
Continental Confess in 1775 and President Truman signed a joint resolution
declaring an annual National Day of Prayer in 1952; and

WHEREAS, the 100"~ United States Con_mess passed a resolution on May 5,
1988, proclaiming the observance of the National Day of Prayer on the fn-st Thursday
of May each year thereafter; and

! /
WHEREAS, the theme for this day of prayer.. Prayer! America "s Strength and | [

Shield, comes from the scripture Psalm 28:7. which says~ °:The lord is my streng’hh and1shield; my heart trusts in him, and I am helped"; and

WHEREAS, Virginia Day of Prayer is recognized by Virginians and Americans
of all religious faiths, and those who participate wilt join in prayer for our loved ones
and for our enemies, and to reaffima our course as a democratic nation with the
promise of liberb’ and justice for a!t;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Timothy M. Kaine, do hereby recognize
May 1, 2007, as DAY OF PIL&YER in the COMMOI~VEALTH OF VIRGINIA=

and I call this observance to the attention of al! our citizens.
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WHEREAS, National Days of Prayer have been a pa~ o four countD:’s
heritage since :.hey were dec]aredby the First Continental Congress in 1775;

WHEREAS, flae :,7":"’ observance of the. Nationai Day of Prayer will be held
May 1, 2008, as mmada~ed b~’ both house of Congress and by our President; and

W!tEREAS, leaders of’ our nation have .re]ied upon the power of prayer
throughou~ American History; and

WHEREAS, we as a nation give t~a~:s for the freedoms we e~.’.joy and pray
thai the sta~e of Wyoming and its people wil~ continue to be blessed .... -o , d"
and

WHEREAS, Psalm28:Ts~a~es:"The~or~ismys~eng~an~shiekt;my 1(

hem~ trus~ ~n Him and I nm helped.": and

WHEREAS, this year’s Naiional Day Prayer ff’..eme is "Prayer! America’s
Strength and St~eid."

NOx, V THEREFORE, I, DAVE FREUDENTHAI., Governor of the Smm
of Wyoming, do hereby proc|aim May 1. :0(),~, io be

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER~

in Wyoming.

1N WITNESS WHEREOF_ t have hereunto se-~ my hand anc~used tl~e
Execute, re Seal of the Governor of Wvomin~ to be at2~xed this :~_~_d~ of March,
2008.

/
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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESILNTS ,COME - GREETINGS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

In !952, Con£m’ess established an annual Day of Prayer. during which
Americana.of all faiths were encouraged to pause in prayer, thanking God
for this land and its people and seeking ir~pirafion, strength, and guidance.
wisdom, courage, direclion, and comfort; and

As Americans, ~x,e need not shrink from asking for Divine assistance in
our continuing efforts to relieve hun~m suffering at home ,and abroad, to
reduce hatred, violence, and abuse, and to restore families across our land;
and

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

Throughout the histo~~ of our Nation. our government has welcomed
Divine guidance in its work~ while respecting the rich and varied faiths of
its citizens. From patriots and presidents to advocates for justice, our
histor2,.’ reflects the strong pre~nce of prny~r in American life; and

America was founded on the principles of religious freedom and liberty
for all. By following our own beliefs while respecting the convictions of
others, we can strengthen our people and build upon our promise as a
State. As Daxfd reminds us in the Book of Psalms. "The Lord is my
streng~th mid shield; my heart trusts Him, and I am helped"; and

WtIEREAS: "lqais year marks the 57~ anniversary of the National Day of Prayer with its
theme: "Praye!! America’s Strength and Shield"; and

WHEREAS: On May 1. Americans are invited to join in prayer for our Nation and our
Stales, to acknowledge God. to give ttmttks tbr the many blessings we
have received, to recognize the human need for momlib’, and to invoke
God’s bl~sings upon our leaders ,and our people:

NOW. TIIEREFOI~E, I. MIKE BEEBE. Governor oflhe State of Arkansas, by virtue of
the authority vested in me by the laws of the State of Arkansas, do hereby
proclaim May 1. 2008, as

NATIONAL DAY OFPRAYER

across the State of Arkansas. and 1 urge all citizens to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities and to pray with diligence and
humility.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF. I have hereunto set my hand and caused fl~e Great Seal of
the State of Arkansas to be affix~.~,t this I st day of April, in the year of our
I.a~rd 2008.

MIKffBEEBE. GOVER£NOR

CHARLIE DANIELS, SECRETARY OF STATE
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
STATEMENT

IN OBSERVANCE OF
A DAY OF PRAYER

Whereas, it is noteworthy that at ou~ counv~Js inception, there was a clear
mandate to protect religious f~eedom and create an atmosphere where prayer in the
pubhc square was accepted and embraced; and

Whereas, this year’s National Day of Prayer theme, "Prayer! .a~merica’s Strength
and Shield," brings at~ntion to the impoV~°tnce of p~otecting the cherished ~ights and
freedoms of all Americans to gather, worship, and pray according to the dictates of their
conscience; and

Whereas, in his first inaugural address, George Washington said, "It would be
peculiarly improper to omit, in this first official act, my fervent supplications to that
Almighty Being who rules over the universe, who presides in the councils of the nations,
and whose providential aids can supply every human defeat, that His benediction may
consecrate to the libmxies and happiness of the people of the United States;" and

Whereas, the Congress of the United States, by legislative action in 1988,
declared the first Tharsday in May to be a National Day of Praye~ and

Whereas, Day of Prayer observances are planned in all 50 states and territories,
a tradition established in 1952 by an act of Congress.

Now, Therefore, We, Ruth Ann Minner, Governor,
and John C. Carney, Jr., Lieutenant Governor,

do hereby declare May 1, 2008

A DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Delaware and invite Delawarea~s to gather together on this day in their
homes, churches, and meeting places to pray in their own way for the unity of all

mankind, wisdom, and favor for our leaders, peace and JR" for our nation, ~d health

and prosperity for all .a~m/e/~/,/, as.    ~.~"

Rut,:Ann Mirtner     --~

L~/utenartt Governor

Number
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MICHAEL F. EASLEY
GOVERNOR

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

2008

BY TE[E GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, Nationa! Days of Prayer have been part of our country’s heritage since the first one
was declared by the Continental Congress in 1775; and

WT-IEREA.S, leaders of our Nation have rehed upon the power of prayer throughout American

history; and

WHEREAS, May 1,2008, marks the 57t~ consecutive observance of the National Day of PrayeL
as mandated by both Congess and by our President in Public Law 100-307; and

WHE!LEA.S, ":Prayer! America’s Strength an~t Shield" is the theme for the 2008 Nafio.nal Day

of Prayer,

NOW, THEREFORE, I. MICHAEL F. EASLEY, Go~,’ernor of the State of North Carolina,. do
hereby proclaim May 1, 2008, as a DAY OF PRAYER" in North Carolina and urge our citizens to join
together in their homes; places of work and places of ~vorshipo to pray for the unity of.the hearts of all
mankind, and to continue in prayer for our State and our Nation.

.IN WITNrESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand m~d affLxed the Great Seal of the State of North
Carolina at the Capitol in Raleigh this twenl3.’-fifth day of January in the year of our Lord two thousand and eight,
and office Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-second.
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s~r,,,~ or ~w.~x~co EXECUTIVE OFFICE s.~r~T.~, F~ N~’ ~EX~CO

~-IEREAS, Congress, by Public Lmv 101-307, officially established an annual

National Day of Prayer; and

I~-tEREAS, the National Day of Prayer belongs to all Americans, as it encompasses
the backgrounds of alt citizens and values the many faiths that the, hold; and

WHEREAS, great American leaders prayed for wL~dom white forming this nation and
conffmte to look for spiritual guidance ht confronting the many challenges of our do;" and

I~7£EtLEAS, the United States. a countO; that was established by people from aH

regions of the globe, rely upon our religious tiberO~ in order to preser~:e the b~dividualiO~ and
diversi~ that gives our nation its unique richness m~d strength of character; and

I~t-IEREAS, the theme for this year is, "Ametqca, Unite in Prayer"; ~

NOW, THEREFORE L Bill Richardson, Governor of the State of New~exieo, do
hereby proclaim M~, 1, 2008 as:

Day of Prayer in New Mexico
throughout the State of New Mexico.

A ttes~

Ma~. ’ Herrera
Secretary of State

Done at the Executive O.ffTce this
lff~ day qf March, 2008.

Witness my han_d and the Great Seal
of the Great State o.f N~v Mat’ico

Bill Richardson
Governor
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14zHERFA~ the State of Nevada wffI join together with the entire
country on May I, 2oo8, to celebrate National Day of Prayer; and

14~, National Day of Prayer was established by a Joint
Resolution of Congress in 1952 and was signed into taw by President Harry S.
Truman; and

WHE~, in I988, the taw was amended and signed by President
Ronald W. Reagan, permanently setting the day as the first Thursday of May
every year; and

~, each year, the President of the United States signs a
proclamation encouraging alt Americans to pray on this day, and in 2005, state
governors and the governors of several U3. territories signed similar
proclamaffons; and

WHEREAS, the theme for the 2008 National Day of Prayer is ~Prayer,[f
_America’s Strength and ShieId~ and "!

14zttER_EAS, the State of Nevada recognizes this very special day, and
joins with Americans across the nation in support of the National Day of
Prayer;

NOW, IZt-EREFORE, I, JIM GIBBONS, GOVERNOR OF THE
STATE OF NEVADA, do hereby proclaim May i, 2008, as

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 12V NEVADA

PI s_P,.s p_P,.e q_POD_265

By



,
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

the Natior-d-Da~’ of -.Pr, ~r/~ a tradition and important occasion firs~ proc&imcd by

"our comrnunizies may acknowbdge our b~_ssir~.~ ande.lpress gratitude for them w£ile recognizing
our nerdfor the strengthening of spiritualandm°ra~rvalues in mtr laTu{; and

~’.~:~i~ i÷ -~-~ a~mrovnatc to turn ~o Godforfait~ repentance support, ~aff~, protection and
~ uidance in’~r~e~r t.tiat we ma; honor Gad,., fiudds~ronger communities o{c~racter 6asedon H~s

.wa~s and ha-ve great .wpe for tlte rucure; and

~, "world e~.zncs and our greac need at this ~me, ma~ this a ~.,~tical year for prayer
A£m~-h .~ Godfor ourse&es, our cornmunicie-~ andour leader~;" o~d

~i~r,r~s, pr~er reminds u~ t.~at Godis our refu~e ands~rengt~ a very present hzlp in ~rou.bled

~of~, fl~grr, fwr~, e~, ~--zh ~-~,-~, Governor, o.f~he State of okla£om¢ do hereby proclaim
Ma~, 1 2008, as

in. the State of ok’lahoma.
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Executive Proclamation
State of South Dakota
office of Governor

Whereas, Civic and national days of prayer have a long and venerable history in our constitutional republic,
dating back to the First Continental Congress in I775; and,

Whereas, The Declaration of Independence, our first statement as Americans of national purpose and identity,
made "the laws of Nature and of Nature’ s God" the foundation of our United States of America, and asserted
that people have inalienable rights that are God-given; and,

Whereas, The Supreme Court has affirmed the right of state legislatures to open their sessions with prayer, and
the Supreme Court and the United States Congress begin each day with prayer; and,

Whereas, In 1988, legislation setting aside the first Thursday in l~ay in each year as a National Day of Prayer
was passed unanimously by both Houses of Congress and signed by President Ronald Reagan; and,

Whereas, The National Day of Prayer is an opportunity for Americans of all faiths to join in united prayer to
acknowledge our dependence on God, to give thanks for blessings received, to request healing for wounds
endured, and to ask God to guide our leaders, and bring wholeness to the United States and her citizens; and,

Whereas, The 2008 theme, "Prayer! America’s Strength and Shield" was chosen to reaffwm, _the importance of If
maintaining the moral underpinnings that have been fundamental to our society since America s inception; and,

Whereas, It is fitting and proper to give thanks to God by observing a day of prayer in South Dakota when all
may acknowledge our blessings and express gratitude for them, while recognizing the need for strengthening
religious and moral values in our state and nation:

Now, Therefore, I, M. Michael Rounds, Governor of the state of South Dakota, do hereby proclaim May 1,
2008, as

A DAY OF PRAY£R

in South Dakota, and I urge all citizens to participate in local community activities to recognize this special day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and
caused to be affixed the Great Seal of the state of South
Dakota, in Pierre, the Capital City, this Second Day of
Apd! in the Year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and Eight.

Attest:

Chris Nelson, Secretary of State
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A PROCLAMATION

. ::~.~:::i~:~: ~
nearly every, nationality and represented by a Variety of religious traditions; and . .::¢~ ~ :,-~:~..:--: i::...

WHEREAS, the histo~, of our state is replete with leaders who voluntarily call ~:!ii~:ii::;!::!:. ;..ii i::
their God. from the prayers sent heavenward during the Constitutional Convention ~o those:.: .i."i ?:;:i:
murmured in the heat of the battle at Omaha Beach during World War II, ~o the intercessi6ns "    .:: .:
offered in the aftermath of tragedies such as Columbine, September 11~, and the space .stiu~e
break up, whether the need be great or small, Americans of faith have sought the Lord~§’ihe!p
with life’s challenges and adversities throughout our history; and                     .@. " :~ :.. -~

V~rIEREAS, the citizens of the State of Wisconsin have relied on prayer as a so~e::,.og; i’: ..... i:.
strenNh and ~maidance in war and peace and as our ser~4ce men and v-omen are etm~nti,~ ~-!;: i:::
defending the United States; and                                            : : :?~:~ ii. :,ii:.~:

WHEREAS, the theme for the upcoming obsep,’ance .is "America..Unite in Pray ;

WHEREAS, prayer is a comfort for many people, especially during times of trial and
tribulation; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Wisconsin should gather together on this day in their homes,
churches, meeting places and chosen places of worship to pray in their own way for unity of the
hearts of all mankind, and for strong moral character in the lives of the people of all nations, as
well as, peace and understanding throughout the world;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jim. Doyle: Governor of the State of Wisconsin,. do hereby
proclaim May I, 2008

"~VISCONSIN DAY OF PRAYER

in the and I commend this observance to all citizens.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF~ I have hereunto
set my hand and-caused the Great Seal of the
State of Wisconsin to be affixed. Done at the
Capitol in the City of Madison this fourth day of
April in the year two thousand eight.

By the Go~
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 rodamation

WHtE~_~S, ournat~n wasfouna~dby men who sought wisdom andgu.~nae throug/~
praye~7, and

WHtE~SAS, the Nat~na! Day of Prayer was first proclaimed by the Continental
Congress in 1775; and

WH~F.AS, the Congress of the UnitedStates, in 1952. enac~edlegi~lat~n setting aside
a Day of Prayer for the nat~r~ and in 1988, designated the first Thursday in May as the
NationalDay of Praye~7. and

WJI~-~S, prayer has playeda strong ro~ in our nation’s history and heritage, as many
Americans have depended on it for hea~ng, hope andguidance; and

Wr~I~c~EAS, the observance of the Nationa£ Day of Prayer has proved to be a powerful
tool that has brought together and unitedcitizensfrom d~verse rebgious backgrounds in an
~fort to face Prfi’s chaffenges with renewed hope; and

~ ~le!~/~FO~, I, Bob Riley. G~vernoc ofA~barn~ ab hereby proclaim May 1,
2008, as

National Day of Prayer
the State ~CA!abam~

Given Und~My Handandthe Great Sealof the
Office oft& Governor at the State Capi~ol in the
Cit-y of Montgomery on th~ 1st d~y of May 2008.



0
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PROCLAMATION

In homes and synagogues, in churches and-.mosques, in their work place and in thousands of
other settings across our nation~ individu:als and families pray, They pray for strength and
comfort in the face of challenges, dn~t they pray as an expression of gratitude for the
blessings in their lives. Indeed, the quiet reflection that comes with prayer has been a guide
and inspiration to Americans since the days of our Founding’Eathers.

Today, as America commemorates a National Day of Prayer, I hope all Californians will
pause for at least a moment to reflect on their lives and the opportunities and challenges we
all share. I also hope the day will not go by without our petitioning God for the safety of our
brave troops, their families and the many innocent civilians who find themselves at the

battle’s front.

May each of us, in our o~ way and according to our own faith, find the time today to pray

for our families and friends and for our communities, state and nation.

NOW, TI:IEREFORE, I, ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Goyemor of the State of
California, do he.reby proclaim May 1, 2008, as a "Day of Prayer" in California.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the
State of California to be affixed this 2nd day of April 2008.

ARNOLD SCI~VARZENEGGER ’
Governor of California

ATTEST:

DEBRA BOWEN
Secretary of State
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By Her Excellency M. Jodi Rell, Governor: an

Official Statement
~/~ereas, this year’s annual observance of the National Day’0f lh’ayer wili be held
on May 1, 2008, and the theme of the nationwide celebration is "Prayer:
America’s Strength and Shield;" and

~’~ereas, a joint resolution of the United States Congress in 1952 established an

annual day for prayer and was signed into law by President Harry S. Truman; and

~/~ereas, the declaration was amended in 1988, by both houses of Congress and
President Ronald Reagan, setting a permanent date for the National Day of Prayer
to be observed on the first Thursday of the month of May each year; and

~ereas, the annual day of prayer honors the vision and reverence of our
Founding Fathers, who, at the first Continental Congress ~ 1775 called for a Day
of Prayer, as they sought guidance and support from God to have the courage and
wisdom to build our Nation; and

~ereas, it is fitting that we should give thanks for the freedom and prosperity
enjoyed by this State and our Nation and to pray for continued guidance and
comfort, which has been graciously bestowed upon this Nation since its inception;
and

.~ereas, as caring citizens of this great State, we recognize prayer to be both

powerful and peaceful; now

~-£erefore, I, M. Jodi Rell, Governor of the State of Connecticut, do hereby

officially proclaim May I, 2008, as the
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Connecticut, and urg~ all citizens to observe this day in ways
appropriate to its importance and significance.

Governor
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WHEREAS:

BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF GEORGL.a~

A PROCLAMATION

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER IN GEORGIA
Since out nation’s founding, AmericaJls have turned to prayer for inspiration, strength and

guidance and Sought to do justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with God. Prayer was
So import-ant to our forefathers that k’hey declaFed freedom of re!~glon as one of our

tledgling nation’s c~reatest needs: and

A Nationa! Day of" Prayer was first established by the Condnerltal Congress in 177S, and the

U~ieed States Congress in 1952 approved a Joint Resolution setting aside a day each year to

recognize the tradition of prayer in cur land: an~l

we ~re afforded the privilege of prayer and the joy of seeking guidance, s~-engd% com~or~

and inspiration from Almighty God. Recjardless of our individual be!iefs and faith practices.
we have an assurance that God hears our prayers and faithfully responds to our humble

petitions: and

Our state and her people have been blessed, and we hav~ faith t~at ~his is a direc[ result of

the heartfeR prayers at-Georgia families and individuals. We are proud to join the nation in
obse~vincj May i, ZO0~. as a Day of pr~yer. ~ith its theme. "PrayeH America’s Strength and

Shield;" and

As our nation is involved in an ongoing co~flict in Iraq and in th~ g|obaJ war against
[errorism, we pray for God’s ~lessing upon our militaw troops, here and abroad, ~aying for

protect=on, wisdom a,~d divine guidance as they serve our nat=on. We furlJ~ermore ask that
He bless the Ir:~qi pe3ple with peace and wisdom as they continue to jourr~y towards

democracy: an~

we pray for our heroes here at home wr, o risk their lives every day to protect us, including
police off=ce~s and fi~ef=ghtets, and ask that He watch over them as r~’~ey watch over us; and

We remember aod mourn for all A~ericans lost whose mission was to protect us here at

home or to free the heipless abroad. As they join our forefathers, many of whom also made

the uit:mate Sacrifice, we ask the Lo~d to bies5 and comfort their families: now

THEREFORE" I, SONNY PERDUE. Governor of Ihe State of Georgia, do hereby proclaim May I, 2008, as a
DAY OF pRAYER in Georgia and encourage our citizens to pray for God’s blessings on our
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Prayer is important for many people. Throughout history, men and women of all faiths
have turned to prayer in times of joy and celebration, as well as times of grief and need. ORen
accompanied by meditation, prayer is a powerful force to find peace, guidance, comfort and
healing, as well as to revere a Higher Power or seek forgiveness for transgressions. It is for
good reason America’s Founding Fathers enshrined this fi-eedom in the First Amendment to
our Constitution.

Established by a joint resolution of Congress in 1952 and designated as the first Thursday
of May by President Ronald Reagan, the National Day of Prayer is observed each year to
encourage Americans of all faiths to join together in prayer, according to their own traditions.

On May 1 of this year, millions Of Americans will gather for the 57~ annual National
Day of Prayer. Americans across the country will join together in places of worship and other
locations to pray for wisdom and guidance, as well as the needs of our communities, nation and
world.

Locally, the Hawai’i National Day of Prayer Team will host a prayer breakfast on Maul
and an evening ceremony atthe State Capitol. In addition, many other residents will gather in
their homes or places of worship to pray.

THEREFORE, 1, LINDA LINGLE, Governor, and 1, JAMES R. "DUKE" AIONA,
JR., Lieutenant Governor of the State of Hawai’i, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2008, as

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
in Hawai’i, and encourage our citizens to join together in prayer, each according to his or her
own faith, for our state, nation and world.

DONE at the State Capitol, in the Executive Chambers, Honolulu, State of Hawai’i, this first
day of May 2008.

Linda Lingle
Governor, State of Hawai’i

James .~’~a, Jr.
Lleuten~mt Governor, State ofHawal i
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WIt-E- RF~AS, PRAYER IS A FUNDAMtZNTAL PART OF O~3R NATION’S HERITAGE, WITH
THE FIRST NATION,’LL DAY OF-PI~YER PROCLAIMED BY THE
CONTINIZNTAL CONGRESS ON JULY 20, 1775; TO AFFIRM TIlE NATION’S
SPIRITUAL HERITAGE .a~ND TO ENLIST PRAYER FOR LOCAL: STATE AND
NATIONAL LEADERS; AND

W I:I.EREA S, REV1N’ED AS A_N .ANqqUAL OBSERVANCE BY CONGRESS IN 1952, THE
NATIONAL DAY OF PtLa~YER HAS BECOlvIE A GREAT I~NIF’~qNG FORCE

FOR OLrR CITIZENS FROM A DIVERSE NXJMBER OF REI.IGIOUS
BACKGROLrNDS AND IS RECOGNIZED AS A DAY FOR ,%LL CM~,.IERICANS
TO ptLzkY A~N-D REAFFIRM THE SPIRI’I-UAL PRINCIPLES UPON WHICH OUR

NATION WAS FOU~DEI): AaMD

WI~IEREAS, WE CONT[Nqd-E GIV~G Tt]ANKS FOR THE .MEN AND WOMEN OF THE
MILITARY WHO DEFEND FREEDOMs_ AND WE HUMBLY ASK FOR THEIR
PROTECTION AaND PRAY FOR PEACE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD; AND

!<~ItEREAS, WE INVITE TI-IE CITIZEN S OF IOWA TO GIVE THANKS, EACH
ACCORDING TO HIS OR HER OWN FAITH, FOR THE FREEDOMS AND
BLESSINGS V~ HAVE RECEIVED.

NOW, TI4_EI~EFORE, I, CHESTER J CU’LVE!~. GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF IOWA, DO
HER.EB Y PROCLAIM MAY 1, 2008 .AS A

DAY OF PRAYER

IN IOWA.

IN TESTIMONY WttEREOF, I HAVE HEKE-
LrNTO SUBSCRIBED MY N.adME .AND
CAUSED THE GREAT SEAL OF :I’I-{E STATE
OF iOWA TO BE AFFIXED. DONE AT DES
MOINES TH_tS 10TM DAY OF MARCH IN "I]~IE
YEAR OF OUR LORD TWO THOUSA-’NVD

CHESTER 1. CULVER
GOVERNOR

ATTEST:

MICHAEl, A. MAURO
SECRETARY OF STATE



TO THE PEOPLE OF KANSAS, GREETINGS:

~,~,q-IEREAS, The National Day of Pra)-er is a tradition first proclaimed by the Continental
Congress in 1775; and

WHEREAS, In 1988, legislation was unanimously ratified by both houses of Congress and
signed by President Ronald Reagan, ~tating that the National Day of Prayer was to be obser~ed
on the first Thursday of every. May; and

WHEREAS, This year wiitl mark the 57t~ consecutive observance of the National Day of Prayer;
and

WHEREAS, It is fitting and proper to observe this day in Kansas when all may acknowledge our
blessings and express gratitude for them, while recognizing the need for strengthening religious
and moral values in our state and nation:

NOW, THEREFORE, l, KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
KANSAS, do hereby proclaim May 1,2008, as

A Day of Prayer

in Kansas and urge all citizens to join in this observance.

At the Capitol in Topeka
under the Great Seal of
the State this l~t day of
March, A.D. 2008

istant Secretary of State
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WHEREAS, since our nation’s founding, Americans have turned to prayer for inspiration,
strength and guidance; and

WHEREAS, especially since the tragic events of September 11, 2001 and the Gulf Coast
hurricanes of 2005, Americans have prayed ~or comfort in a time of grief, for understanding in a
time of anger, and for protection in a time of uncertainty; and

WHEREAS, our national leaders have historically called on the prayers of the people,
without regard to their religious affiliation, to meet the crises that have faced our nation; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer was first proclaimed by the Continental Congress
in 1775; and

WHEREAS, President Abraham Uncoln prodaimed Thursday, April 30, 1863 as a day of
prayer as "an effective remedy for national ills for all people in all nations"; and

WHEREAS, the Congress of the United States, by legislative action in 1952 - and
amended in 1988 - declared the first Thursday of May to be a National Day of Prayer,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOHN E. BALDACCI, Governor of the S~ate of Maine, do hereby
proclaim May 1, 2008 as

A DAY OF PRAYER
throughout the State of Maine, and urge all citizens to join in this observance,

In testimony whereof,.I have caused
the Great Seal of the State to be

hereunto affixed G~VEN under my
hand at Augusta this eighteenth
day of March in the Year of our
Lord Two Thousand and Eight.

3ohn E, Baldacci
Governor

Secretary of State
TRUE A’n~STED COPY
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CERTIFICATE OF PROCLAMATION

Day of Prayer

Whereas, National Days of Prayer are a venerable .~nerican tradition, the l~st such day having been
proc2aimed by the Contiaemtal Congress on July.20, 1775; and,

Whereas, In Michigan, we are fortunate to have been blessed with beautiful rivers, lakes, fields, forests,
and a people who, through hard work and intellectual effort and tnil, have made countless cnimr-al,
industrial, agricultural end educational advancements for the enrichment of life for all our citizens; and,

Whereas, In addition to having many blessings for which we should be thankful, our society is also faced
with difficult chMlenges, international u~rast, and uncertain changing times which m~ our people and
challenge their beliefs; and,

Whereas, A day of prayer allows ~as the opportunity to acknowledge our many blessings, to contemplate
the numeroUS challenges that we, as a soci~y and a nation, face here at home and throughout the world,
and to reded~cate ourselves to helping others, strengthening our personal faith, end joining together to
spread hope, peac~, and love among all people; end now therefore be it,

Resolved, That I, Jennifer M. Granholm, Governor of the State of MSchigan, do hereby proclaim M~y 1,
2008, A Day of Prayer in Michigan.

M. Granholm
Governor
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STATE of MINNESOTA

WHEREAS: ~{irLnesofa is a state that enjoys many blessings: natural beauty, abundant resources,

strong families, a diversified economy, native peoples, and immigrants from all over
the world; and

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

MLrmesota is challenged by the pervasive enemies of humankind: poverty, sickness,
hunger, injustice, prejudice, discouragement, greed, crime, and aIienation; and

Minnesotans have always held high standards of excellence, justice, generosity’,
freedom, equali~’, and progress, and we have faced these problems with resolve; and

Our state has been strengthened by the consdence-based actions of people of faith in
all walks of Life; and

WHERE.a-q:

WHEREAS:

Many of the challenges we face require a change of heart, which government cannot
legislate or enforce, but which spiritual growth can bring about: and

Our Constitution begins wiff~ th~-e words: ’qNe, the people of the State Of Minnesota,
gratehzl to God for our civil and reli~ous liberty,, and desiring to perpetuate its
blessings and secure the same to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish
this Cons’dtufion".

NOW, THEREFORE, I, TIM PAWLEaNTY, Governor of Minnesota, do hereby proclaim Thursday,

May 1, 2008, as:

DAY OF PRAYER
in the State of Minnesota and humbly encourage ddzens of faith to turn to God as their
understanding and beliefs direct, that we may open our hearts in thanksgiving for blessings received
and to seek strength, wisdom, and encouragement to build a better Minnesota for all our people.

IN ~a, rITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of
MMmesota to be affixed at the State Capitol this 26th
day of March in the year of our Lord two thousand
and eight, and 05 the State the one hundred forty-
ninth.

SECRETARY OF STATE

GOVERNOR
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
O~ce of ~e Governor

A PROCLAMATION,

WHEREAS, Our nation was founded on a firm and faithful bedrock, by men who turned
to their God for guidance through prayer, and prayerful reverence has since sustained our
society and guided our government; and

V~[EREAS, In 1775, the Continental Congress designated a National Day of Prayer, an
action reaffirmed in 1952 when the United Sta*~ Congress designated the first Thursday
in May as an manual National Day of Prayer; and

WttEREAS, Prayer allows us an opportunity to reflect and to seek guidance, strength,
comfort and inspiration from Almighty God; and

WHEREAS, ha these tDSng times, when the world is so unsettled and when so many
brave citizens of l~fississippi and the United States .are far from home, making great
sacrifices for those abroad and those here at home, prayer becomes all the more
meaningful a~d important; and

WHERF_~xS, This year marks the fifty-seventh observance of National Prayer Day, and
people will gather together across our nation to observe this important event:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Haley Barbour, Governor of the State of Mississippi, hereby
proclaim M~y lsL 2008, as

THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Mississippi.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF,
have heretmto set my lmnd
and caused the Great Seal of
the State of Mississippi to be
afftxedo

DONE at the Capitol in the
City of Jackson, on the
eleventh day of March in the
year of our Lord, two
thousand and eight, and of
the Independence of the
United States of America, the
two hundred and thirt£-
second-

~" BARBOUR
GOVERNOR
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February 12, 2008

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
STATE OF MONTANA

Mrs. Pat Kempf
Montana State Coordinator
National Day of Prayer
PO Box 20894
Billings, MT 59104

My Fellow Montanans:

I am pleased to recognize "National Day of Prayer" in the State of Montana.

I encourage Montanans of every faith to acknowledge May 1st, 2008 as the 57~

Annual National Day of Prayer.

This event is an opportunity to reflect on the magnificent diversity of religious
beliefs across Montana and nation, should serve to unite people of faith from
every culture and tradition.

I appreciate your efforts to keep freedom of religion alive nationwide.

Sincerely,

SCHWEITZER
Governor

STATE CAIqTOI- " P.O. BOX 200801 ¯ H~L.E~.-’,. MO’i’~T,~ICZ~ 59620-0801

T~.~m’:.~.: 406-444-311! * F~,X: 406-444-5529
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-- State of
North Dakota
Office of the Governor

Jolm Hoeven
Governor

PROCLAMATION
DAY OF.PRAYER

lX£~.Y 1, 2008

WHEREAS, since our nation’s founding, Americans have turned to prayer for hope, strength,
comfort ,and protection in times of grief, anger and uncertainty; and

WHEREAS, National Days of Prayer are a venerable American tradition, the first such day
having been prodaimed by the Continental Congress on July 20, 1775, to affima the nation’s
spkitual heritage and to enlist prayer for local, state and national leaders; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that we observe a day to acknowledge our many blessings, express
gratitude, and recognize the need to strengthen religious and moral values in our state and
throughout the nation; and

WHEREAS, a day of prayer is ,also an opportunity to renew and inspire fl~e joy we find in our
faith, friends, fan~ly and commnnides, to remember those who are sutfering and facing
hardships, and to pray for peace throughout the wor_ld; and

WHEREAS, a day of prayer is a day to remember our brave metx and women who are fightng
to defend our country and prese~,e our freedoms, and to recognize those who have returned
safely home to their family and friends; we also honor those who have made the ultimate
sacrifice in service to our nation and the families who mourn their loss; and

WHEREAS, tiae North Dakota state constitution states ~’We, the people of North Dakota,
grateful to AlmigbtT God for the blessings of cM1 and reliNous liberty, do ordain and establish
this constitution."; and

WHEREAS, the United States Congress has set aside the first Thursday in May as a National
Day of Prayer, allox~dng us an opportunitT to celebrate our freedoms and America’s great
tradition of prayer.

NOW, THEREFORE, as Governor of the State of North Dakota, I do hereby proclahn
May 1, 2008, a DAY OF PRAYER ha the state of North Dakota.

Joh~Ho v~~ "~

ATTEST:

Secretary of State
600 E Bottlevard Ave.

Bismarck. ND 58505-0001
Phone: 7{)1.328.2200

Fay:: 701.328.2205

www.nd,gov
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State of~ew Hampshire
By His Excdlency~

John Lynch, Governor

A Proclamation

DAY OF PRAYER IN NEW HAMPSHIRE
MAY 1, 2008

WHEREAS, Prayer is an ~mportant pa.rt oI the ~ve~ of many citizens: and

WHEREAS, In t~aes of’ancertaJnbr, people often use prayer as a way
find boil1 strength and courage in th.enaselves and in the world around them;
and

WIIEREAS, In times ofprosperi%’, people often use prayer as a memns to
give thmnks for their good fortune and freedoms; and

WHEREAS, For many, prayer provides so!ace m~d a way to connect
spiritually and determine those things that are important in our lives; and

"~ HEREAS, Since 1952, the nation has celebrated the National Day of
Prayer;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOttN PL LYNCIt, GOVERNOR of fiae State
of New Hampshire, do hereby proclaim MAY 1, 2008 as DAY OF
PRAYER in New Hampshire.

Given at the Executive Chamber in
Concord, d~s 20th day of March, ha
the year of Our Lord two thousand
and eight, and the independence of the
United States of America, two
hundred and thirty-two.
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~ the faith of our founding fathers has played t significant role in American history, long inspiring us to
seek unity through such wadifious as days of prayer and reIlecfion; and

]~ since the first call to prayer in 1775, when the Continental Congress asked colonists to seek wisdom as
they formed z station, praying has remained a~ important a part of the lives o~ many Americans as during the ~ day~ of
our Counmfs rise m g~_amess; and

~ for mort than 225 years, the car to prayer has been echoed throughout his~W by such k:adem as
President Lincoln, who in 1863 called for a day of Uhumiliafion. fasting and prayer," and President Tnunan, who in 1952
signed a joint ~’~oinfion declaring an annual National Day of Praye~. and President Ronald Reagan, who in 1988 signed into
law a bill that provided for the p~nancnt designation of the fi~st Thursday of each May as the Naxional Day of Pray~g and

~ this yc’ar’s observance gives us cause to reflect upon the need to reaffirm out frith as we look for
guidassce and protection of America and its people, keeping in mind recent domestic and global events that p~t
challenges; and

~ in considexing the many benefits of life m this great natinn, we are thaC, lt~Cul for the t-~vatds that
democracy ht~gs and the values we ho|d highest - these che~ished principles continue to ~erve az the f~undatloa of our
union, d~wlag ~ together for the 57& annual National Day of Prayer, which will be obserTed in churches, syaa~e~,~es,
st~tr~hous~ ~ of 8overnm~n~ other phbfic venues - and within our homes - by people across America; and

~ ~ I, Dzvid.&. Paterson, Governor of the State of New York, hereby pxoclaim May 1, 2008 as :t

in the Empi~ S~.

I1 under my ha.’~d and the privy S~:al of the State

at the Capitol in the City of Albany this sixteenth

day of April in the year two thousand eight.



THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
2008

This tradition has been observed in the United States for more than two centuries
in recognition of the role of faith and prayer in our lives, in our heritage, and in our

common humanity’.

In 1775, the Continental Confess called for colonists to pray for wisdom in
l-bnning a new country. In 1863, President Lincoln asked for prayers to help heal a
splintered nation, tn 1952, Congress passed a joint resolution .designating one day
each year as the National Day of Prayer, and in t 988 the date of tim National Day

of Prayer was permanently fixed as the t-n-st Thursday in May’.

Through prayer we may seek strength and gain comfo.r’t in the face of challenge.
Through prayer we may give thanks and seek guidance in the face of opportunity.
As wc observe the National Day of Prayer: I encourage Ohioans to let their faith

guide them as they open their hea~s and minds for reflection and prayer.

ON THIS FIRST DAY OF IvtAY,
TWO THOUSAND .EIGHT.

Ted Striekland
Governor
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PROCLAMATION

DAY OF PRAYER
.May I, 2008

I~IEREAS, Our coulttry, founded on the Meals of freedom and liberty and rich in
cultural diversity, is home to milliotts of citizens who appeal to a higher being for guidunce,
wisdom, and assistance; and

WtIEREAS, through prayer and daily meditation, individuals take time to reflect on
the value of life and the beauty of our world while asking for peace, securitk; guidance, and
protection for our faznilies, government leaders, civil sere, ants, and military; azut

WHEREAS, by" asking for divine u~sistance, we seek, in our own way, to eradicate
violence, poverty, and human suffering. Our prayers support a nation that promotes

individuai freedom, justice, comp.assion for our fellow man, and the right to individuai
retio~ous expression; and

WHEREAS, celebrating our right to pray reminds us of the adversity that our
ancestors struggled against in obtaining this right as weil as the progressive individuals
throughout our history who sought to ensure these rights for every human, regardless of age,
race, gender, or faith. Tf, eir prayers asked; as do ours today, that this nation uphold the
fundamental right to pray, to live in an envirmunent of peace and safety, and to seek personal
prosperity; omd

I~IEREAS, prayer is an iutportant part of hummdty, and we shall never overlook,
forge~ nor neglect the indi~,idual or group right to express religious freedom through prayer,
meditation, and personal reflection.

THEREFORE, In recognition of prayer and its importance in our lives, I, Edward G.
Rendell, Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvm*ia, do hereby proclaim ~,Iay 1, 2008,
DAY OF PRAYER in Pennsylvania- I encourageall citizens to commemorate this dO" in their
own personal way, whether through vocal or silent prayer, meditaffon, solitary thought, or
giving thank-~

GII~EN under m.v hand and the Seal of the
Gover~mr, at the City of Harrisburg, on this
thirteenth day of March in the year of our
Lord two thousand and eight, and of the
Commonwealth the two hundred and
thirty-second.
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State of Rhode Bland and Providence Flantations

GUBERNATORIAL PROCqAMATION

Whereas, our national leadgrs have historically called on the prayers of the people: ~ithout
r~gard to their r~igious affaliafion, to me~t the cris~ th~ have £a~ed our natiom, and

Whereas, th~ Natio~l Day of Pras~r ~s fu-st proclaimed by the Continenta! Congress in 177L
and Presick~m Abraham Linooln pmc~imezl Thursday’, April 30, lg63, as a day of pmy~ as "An
effective remedy for national ills for all people in all nations": and

Whereas, by joining together on this yeaT impommt day: we are reminding ourselves and the
entire ration of the strong presence of pra}~r in o~tr daily byes;

NOW, THERF~ORE, I, DONALD L. CARCIERI, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
RHODE ISLAND AND PRO~IDENCE PLA-N~fATIONS, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM,

May 1, 2008
as

National Day of Prayer

in the Slam of Rhode Island and call on all citizens ~o join me in recogmzi~ the im!~rtanee of
this day.

in rtcognitio~ whereof, IhavehereM.’set n~.-haml
and caused the Seal of the Stale of P.hode Island and
Providence !:qanmfions to be hetetmto affixed this
day of ~¢ay 2008.

Donald L. Carcieri
Governor

~L-YRalph Mollis
Secretary of State
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WHEREAS, first called for in 1775 when the Continental Congress
asked the colonies to pray for wisdom in forming a nation,
days of prayer have continued through our country’s history;
and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer was established as an annual
event in 1952 by a joint resolution of the United States
Congress and signed into law by President Harry S.
Truman; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer belongs to all Americans; it is a
day that transcends differences, bdnging together citizens
from all backgrounds and faiths to pray for wisdom,
guidance, and protection on behalf of our families,
government leaders, military, and civil servants; and

WHEREAS, the 2008 National Day of Prayer provides an opportunity to
pray for our nation, its people, and its leaders while
honoring the commitment to religious liberty and tolerance
that contributes to our continued strength.

NOW, THEREFORE, !, Mark Sanford, Govemor of the Great State of
South Carolina, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2008, as

SOUTH CAROLINA DAY OF PRAYER
throughout the state and encourage all South Qarolinians to celebrate this
event in a manner consistent with their own faith.

GOVERNOR
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA



£TATE OF TENNE£SEE

PROCLAMATION
BY THE    GOVERNOR

WHEREAS, the theme of the 2008 National Day of Prayer, "Prayer, America’s
Strength and Shield" serves to remind us... In the State of Tennessee we join together
to acknowledge our Creator and to ask for wisdom,knowledge and understanding for
our government, armed forces and our fami|ies. We honor God’s blessings upon the
state of Tennessee and we pledge to seek guidence for strength to meet the challenges
we face. As a state, we need unity in order to build together and protect those in need;
and

WHEREAS, a united prayer brings focus as one voice. On this day we proclaim
that we, as citizens will pray for our governmental leaders, our an’ned forces, our
families and this great State of Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, Congress, by Public Law 100-307, as amended, had called on our
c~zens to reaffirm the role of prayer in our society by recognizing annually a "National
Day of Prayer’;

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Phil Bredesen, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do
hereby proclaim May 1,2008, as

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

in Tennessee and encourage all citizens to join me in this worthy obse[vance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
my hand and caused the official seal of the
State of Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville
on this 11th day of March, 2008.

Governor

of State
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~----TAI’~ OF TEXAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

Since the beginning of our land, men and women have bowed their heads in prayer.

From families gathered around the dinner table to President.~ kneeling in the Oval Office,

prayers have been offered from ever.." generation of Americans. Prayer truly has been

America "s Strength and Shield.

tn a nation that revels in freedom of speech, there is no greater speech than that

between Americans and their creator. Early in American history, faced with the responsibility_

and opportunity to |brm a new nation, our leaders stepped forward and asked the colonies to

join in praying and seeking wisdom. The admission by great men for the need of the prayers

of their fellow countrymen is what set America apart - as a cir), on a hill.

The wisdom granted all those 5’ears ago has lit the way for Americans of all faiths to

offer prayers for today’s leaders. While times have changed and the challenges seem different,

the leaders ofthis great nation once again stand before the people and ask that we join in

prayer.

Our faith and the abilityto pray freely are the comer~ones of our rmtion and have

greatly shaped the Lone Star State. God ha~ truly blessed us and shed His grace on this great

land. These are blessings that we must not take lightly. It is our responsibility to treasure,

protect and strengdaen the foundations so that future generations will be allowed to bow their

heads in prayer and exercise their right to flee speech.

As oU~ nation comes together for this commemoration, let us be mindful of the

privilege we have to pray. Let it spur us to come together in prayer, acknowledging our

blessings, displaying our trust and offering our gratitude.

Therefore, I, Rick Pen3’, Governor of Texas, do hereby proclaim May I, 2008,

A Day of Prayer

in Texas, and urge the appropriate
recognition whereof.

In official recognition whereof,
I hereby affix my signature this the
14th day of April, 2008.

G~r of Texas        ~
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STATE OF VERMONT

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the first National Day of Prayer was established on Jtfly 20, 1775; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer is a day set aside by Congress for Americans to
pray and-reaffirm the spiritual principles upon which our nation was
founded; and

WHEREAS, durfi~g the early years, citizens of this emerging nation were frequently
retired in observance of prayer; and

WHEREAS, Vennonters may wish to join in observance of the National Day of Prayer
in the hope that problems, both within our state and nation and around the
world may be peacefully resolved.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, James H. Douglas, Governor, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2008, as a

DAY OF PRAYER

in Vermont.

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State
of Vermont this/q___~ay of March, A.D. 2008.

By the Governor:

Dennise R. Casey
Secretary of Civil and Mi
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If’7-/ERPZ45’, on Aprii 17, ] 952, the Congress oflhe L’:nited Siaies approved ~e Joint
Resolution to provide t~r se=ina aside an appropriate day ~ a National Day of Prayer (Public
L~ 8~-a=4.66 Star. 64): and

IVHE~4S. the histo~~ of our nation is inde[iblv marked with the ro!e that prayer has. . . , . ..
played kn the lives (ff individuafs a~d the nation; and

ftSHERK4S, historically our g)ealest leaders have turned to prayer in times of crisis and
thanksgiving; and

WHEREAS, the ~.i~ucs of prayer reflect a common bend: h~pes and ~piratiens, so~o~ s
and ikars, remorse and renewed resolve, thank~ and jov~l praise, and love;

NOlt’; THEREFORE, I. Christine O. Gre~oire,~     , Governor of the state ofWashin~ton.~    .

hereby proclaim May 1 900~, as the

in Washington Sole. in keeping with the wishes of Congress. and I urge all citizens to join me
tiffs special obsen,ance.

Signed this 28tl~ day of’Janum~~. 2008

Governor Chfi
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by Governor Joe Manchin llI
Whereas, prayer has been reco~ed by our leaders in times of war and peace as

vital to the maintenance of a strong national character and necessary to
procure the blessings of a just and benevolent God upon our government
and people; and,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

West Virginia, the 35~ state of the United States, i.s a richly beautifu! home
for its proud people who hold freedom in high regard and who strongly
desire to preserve their state’s heritage; and,

joining in common prayer is one of the most profoundly constructive things
we can do for our nation; and,

the National Day of Prayer is a tradition first proclaimed by the Continental
Congress in 1775; and,

it is appropriate to honor-God with a unified expression of _m~atitude and
humbly request divine intervention in the preservation and continuation of
the strong reli~ous principles upon which our nation and our state have
been established;

Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved that I, Joe Manchin III, Governor of the Great State
of West Virginia, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2008, as:

A Day of Prayer
in the Mountain State and encourage all citizens to join in a national ef~tbrt to better our
country through into’eased spiritual awareness and active participation.

.In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the
State of West Vir~nia to be affixed.

Done at the Capitol, Ci~" of Charleston, State of West Virginia, this the Eighteenth d~;
of March, in the year of our Lord, Two Thousand Eight, and in the One Hundred Fort3.~-
fifth year of the State.

By the Governor:

l~n7, Ireland
SecretaO. of State
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CHARLIE CRIST
GOVERNOR

NATIONAL DA Y OF PRAYER

WHEREAS, Americans have turned to God in prayer for guidance since our Nation’s
founding; and

WHEREAS, throughout the history of our state and nation, we have humbly prayed for
guidance, comfort, and protection where needed, and have given thanks for our many
blessings which God has graciously bestowed on this nation since its inception; and

WHEREAS, prayer has comforted us in times of sorrow, and given us strength and hope
for the future. We ask God to keep His hand upon us and bless the great State of Florida
and the United States of America; and

WHEREAS, we continue to give thanks for the men and women of the military that are
defending our freedom and we humbly ask God for their protection. We pray for peace
throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer is a day set aside by Congress for all A~ericans to
pray and reaffirm the spiritual principles upon which this nation was founded; and

WHEREAS, this year Is the 56th anniversary of the consecutive annual observance of the b

National Day of Prayer, and the theme this year is, "America, Unite in Prayer," based on ~
Chronicles 7:14 (NIV) "If my people, who are called by my. name, will humble themselves ~
and pray..."; and

WHEREAS, across our nation and state on May 3rdAmericans will unite at specific times in
prayer for our nation and state to acknowledge our dependence upon God, to give thanks
for the many blessings our country has received from Him, to recognize our need for
personal and corporate repentance and renewal and to invoke God’s blessings upon our
leaders and ask God to protect and bless our nation;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Charlie Crist, Governor of the State of Florida, do hereby extend
greetings and best wishes to all observing May 3, 2007 as the National Day of Prayer.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I
have hereunto set my hand
and caused the Great Seal
of the State of Florida to be
affixed at Tallahassee, the
Capital, this 24th day of
April, in the year two
thousand Seven.

Governor

THE CAPITOL
TALLAHASSI~E, FLOPJDA 32399 " (850) 488-2272 * F~ (850)
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Prayer is an important rite for many of Hawai’i’s people. Throughout history, men and
women of all faiths have turned to prayer in times of joy md celebration, as well as times of
grief and need. Often accompanied by m~litation, prayer is a powerful force to find peace,
guidance, comfort and healing, as well as to revere a Higher Power or seek forgiveness for
transgressions. It is for good reason America’s Founding Fathers enshflned this freedom in
the First Amendment to our Constitution,

Established by a joint resolution of Congress in 1952 and designated as the first Thursday
of May by President Ronald Reagan, the National Day of Prayer is observed each year to
encourage Americans to join together in prayer, according to their own traditions,

On Ma 3 of this year, millions of Americans will gather for the 5d~ annual National

~ ....~ ~’-~,~’r thcmed "America Unite in Prayer" after the verso f.ou.nd in, II .C.hron.icies
’~"-~ ~’# -":" ’ . ........:u ^.,h.,. I,, ,,[-e,s of worship and emir locations IO pray IOr~Americans across me county Wttt ~gt~,~" u* F ~e          , ¯ .

wisdom and guidance, as w~ll as the needs of our commumttes, nation an~t worto.

Locally, the Hawai’i National Day of Prayer Team will host formal prayer ceremonies at
the Kapolei District Park and the State Capitol, and many othsr residents will gather in their
homes or places ofworshlp to pray.

THEREFORE, I, LINDA LINGLE, Governor, and I, JAMES R. "DUKE" AIONA,
JR., Lieutenant Governor of the State of Hawaiq, do hereby proclaim May 3, 2007, as

NATIONAL DAY OF-PRAYER
in Hawai’i, and encourage our citizens to join together in prayer, each according to his or her
own faith, for our state, nation and world.

DONE at the State Capitol, in the Executiv~ Chambers, Honolulu, State of Hawai’i, this
twenty-fifth day of April 2007.

.~inda Lingle
Governor, State of Hawai’i

James R. ~ Duke Ai0na, Jr.
Lieuten~t (]ovemor, State of Hawai’i
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q he Off e of the Gove  wr

Proclamat n

WHEREAS, the citizens of rhe State of Idaho are a diverse people, representing many nations and
religious traditions; and

WHEREAS, the history of our country is replete n4th leaders who volantarily called upon their
God with needs both great and small, such as:

"’It would be particularly improper to omit. in this first official act, my fervent supplication to that
Almigh.tv Being, Who rules over the universe, Who presides in the co~mcils of the nations, and Whose.
providential aids can supply every human defect, that His benediction may consecrate to the liberties and
¯ happiness of the people of the United States. "’-George Washington, Inaugural Address, April 1789

"’We humbly and fervently implore the Almighty disposer of events - to maintain the Constitution
and to bless our nation with tranquility, under Whose benign it~uence we may reach the summit of
happiness and glory, to which we are destined by nature and by nature’s God. "- William Penn, 1799

"Knowing that #itercessory prayer is the mightiest weapon and the supreme call far all
Christians today., I pleadingly ask our people everywhere to pray. Believing that prayer is our greatest
contribution that our people can make h, this critica! hour, l humbly urge that we take time to pray- to
really pray. ’" - Robert E. Lee, 1864

"It is the duty of mankind on all suitable occasions to acknowledge their dependence on the i
Divine Being. " - Benjamin Franklin concerning a fast day, 1748

"While the people are virtuous, they cannot be subdued, but when they lose their virtue, they will
be ready to surrender their liberties to the first external or internal invader. " Samuel Adams while
signing the Declaration of Independence, 1776

"I have been drfi,en many times to my knees by" the overwhelming conviction that 1had absolutely
no other place to go. "-Abraha~ Lincoln concerning his belief in the power of prayer, Date Unknown

WHEREAS, the motto of the National Day of Prayer and the State Day of Prayer is "America, ~
Unite in Prayer," a reaffirmation of the biblical exhortation in 2 Chronicles 7:14, "if My people, who
are called by My name, will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face and turn from their
wicked war,s, then will l hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. ";

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, C.L. "BUTCH" OTTER, Governor of the State of Idaho, do hereby proclaim
May 3, 2007. to be

DAY OF PRAYER

in Idaho, and I invite citizens to gather together on this day in their homes, ch~ches, public meetmg places,
and various places of worship to pray in their own way for unity of the hearts bf all mankind, and the return
of strang moral character in the lives of the people of all nations, and peace and understanding throughout
the world

1N ~VITNESS ~rHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of the Stare of
Idaho at the Capitol in Boise on this 13~ day of
February in the year of our Lord two-thousand and
seven and of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred thirty first a~d of the
Statehood of ldaho the ~ hundr~eentlt

GOVERNOR

SECRETARY OF S’EA TE



WHEREAS,
in times o.f perit both at fu~m~ muf abroad, many American citizens turn to prto,er for help and guidance; and

WHEREAS,
r~,illions of men and women across the nation gratefully continue the tradition of prayer in ehnrches, Ovaagogues, temples,
mosqueS, and other houses of worship across our country; and

of Prayer is now obser~,ed nationally ever,¢ year on the fir~’t
~,~7-1ERE.AS,         established in 1952 by an a¢~ of Congress, the Nmional Day                                    "

in May; and
WHEREAS. rl~e Natiotud Day of Prayer is a celebration of American citizenn’ freedom of religion, set forth in the Firs~ Amendment.

Americans treasure their religiou~ freedom, which embraces the numy dix~zrse communities of faith that lua’ve btfused o ~r society
a~wl our c~ltural heritage over more ~hen two centuries; and

WHEREAS, the theme for 6re National Day of Prayer 2007 i~ "America. United in Prayer." inspired by ~he passage found in 2 Chronicles

7:I4: "lf my people, who are called by my name, will humble thentselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked
ways. then will I hear from heaven an~ will forgive their sin and will heal their land":

TIIEREFORE. L Rod R. Blagoj~,icK Governor of the State of llIinois, do hereby [~roclaim May 3, 2007 as NATIONAL DAY OF pIL4 YER in Illinois.

SECRETARY OF STATE
GOVERNOR
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
INDIANAPOLIS

WHEREAS,

prayer to the Almighty God is rcsa.rded by millions as the most important aRe~-ance of
nlankind for its benefit and has aided many in thne~ where support and gttidanoe are
needed; and

it is fitting that we should give thanks for the freedom and prosperity which our nation and
state enjoy and to pray for the continued guidance and comfort which God has graciously "
bestowed upon tlais nation since it~ inception; and

the Day of Prayer is a time set aside for ?anericans to pray to their heavenly Father ~md to
re’dfirm t.he spiritual principles upon which our nation was fomaded; and

the State of Indiana and the United States of America can and will benefit from prayer by its
faithful and prayerful residents; and

this year’s theme, "A_met’ica Uaite in Prayer," is inspired by the exhortation found in Z
Chronicles 7:14 NIV. "if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves
and pray and seek m’y face and tuna fl’ora their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven
and will forgive their sin and will heal their land."

the National Day of Prayer provides a powerful opportunity for people to humble
themselves before the Ainfighty to seek the "redeeming and preserving grace" of which
Lincoln ~o eloquently spoke in a~king God to "shed His grace" on us; and

across o~r land on May 5rd, Americans will unite at specific times in prayer for our nation
and state to acknowledge ore" dependence upon God, to give thanks for the ~rmny blessings
our country has received from Him, to recognize ottr need for personal and corporate
renewal of moral values and to invoke God’s ble.~ings upon our leaders; and

it seems fitting to acknowledge these benefits as we ,’tssembie to give than~ for the ble.~sings
we have enjoyed since banerica’s fom~ding;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mitchell E. Daniels,Jr., Governor of the State of Indiana, do hereby proclaim May 3, 2007

A DAY or PRAYER

in the State of lndiana, and invite all citizens to duly no*e this occasion.

’llxld gokila
Se.el~ar’y o1 SI.a~e
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INTHE NAHE AND BYTtlE A~HOR[TYoFTPIE STATE OF IOW~

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

PROCLAMATION
PRAYER IS A FUNDAMENTAl. PART OF OUR NATION’S HERITAGE, ~vqTH
THE F1RST NATIONAl. DAY OF PRAYER PROCLAIMED BY THE
CONTINENTAL CONGRESS ON JULY 20, 1775; TO AFFIRM THE NATION’S
SPIRITUAL HEPdTAGE AND TO ENLIST PRAYER FOR LOCAL, STATE ?d’4D
NATIONAL LEADERS; AND

REVIVED AS AN ANNUAL OBSERVANCE BY CONGRESS IN 1952, THE
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER HAS BECOME A GREAT UNIFYING FORCE
FOR OUR CITIZENS FROM A DIVERSE NUMBER OF RELIGIOUS
BACKGROUNDS AND IS RECOGNIZED AS A DAY FOR ALL AMERICANS
TO PRAY AND REAFFIRM. THE SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES UPON WHICH OUR
NATION WAS FOUNDED; AND

WHEREAS, WE CONTINUE GIVING THANKS FOR THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE
MILITARY WHO DEFEND FREEDOM, AND WE HUlVlBLY ASK FOR THEIR
PROTECTION AND PRAY FOR PEACE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD; AND

WHEREAS, THE THEME FOR THIS YEAR 1S ’AIVIER1CA. UNITE IN PIL~YER’ INSPIRED
BY THE EXHORTATION FOUND IN II CHRONICLES 7:14 "IF MY PEOPLE...
WILL HUMBLE THEMSELVES AND PRAY:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, CHESTER J. CULVER, GOVERNOR OF TIlE STATE OF IOWA, DO
HEREBY PROCLAIM MAY 3, 2007 AS A

DAY OF PRAYER

IN IOWA.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I HAVE HERE-
UNTO SUBSCRIBED MY NAME AND
CAUSED THE GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE
OF IOWA TO BE AFFIXED. DONE AT DES
MOINES THI,~29TM DAY OF MARCH IN THE
YEAR OF O!..lt], ~LORD TWO THOUSAND

CHESTER .~/CU LVER ~
GOVERNOR

A’Iq’EST:

MICI IAEL A. MAURO
SECRETARY OF STATE
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O~oflernor

af

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHERE,kS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

W}tEREAS,

Americans have mined to God in prayer for guidance, strength and inspiration since ran- nation’s founding;
and

Since the Continental Congress’ first declaration of a day of prayer in 1’775, the people of the United States
and this great Commonwealth have regularly gathered to pray for our nation, its people and our leaders; and

The Commonwealth of Kentucky and i’,s citizens serve as an illustnttiun of the abundance of blessings God
will bestow upon those who pray earnestly to Him; and

It is an honor and a privilege tojoin the nation in petitioning to God for wisdom, blessings and protection of
our President, our ~’oops and local and state officials; and

We continue to give thank~ for the courage and sacrifice of the men and women in the military., and ask that
God will grant them courage and grace as they bravely defend freedom throughout the world, as well as
comfort their families; and

We humbly ask God "to safeguard Kentucky’s people and continue to guide our Commonwealth in the
direction of His will; and

The theme of the 56± National Day of Prayer, "America, Unite in Prayer," which is based on 2 Chronicles/
7:14 which says, "If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray ,’rod seek my
face and tuna from their wicked ways. then I will hear from heaven and ,.vi_ll forgive th¢iz sins mad will heal
their land.";

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ERNIE FLETCHER. Governor of the Commonwealth of Kantucky, do hereby proclaim May 3, 2007,

in Kentucky, and call upon all citizens of the Commonwealth to join with other Americans throughout the nation in venues of
prayer, each according to his or her own faith, giving thanks for the freedoms and blessings of God’s grace and asking for
God’s continued guidance and protection.

DONE AT THE CAPITOL, in the City of Frankfort this 15th day of
March, in the year of Our Lord Two Thousand Seven m~d i~ the
215’h year of the Commonwealth.

~=y GraTon
Secretary of State
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF""MASSACHUSETTS

A PROCLAMATION

BY    HIS    EXCELLENCY

GOVERNOR DEVAL L. PATRICK

nation’s heritage of faith; and

¯ ~A fherea S Tl~s day provides all Ma~achusetts citizens the opportunity to join together in prayer to give "

¥ Y than.ks for oux blessings, to ask.for healing, to ask God to grade our leaders a.~d to bring peace to our natron
and the world; and                                                       .

~AThere a s ~u my people who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face
~’ ¯ and turn from theiz.wicked ways, then rill I hear from heaven and ~ forgive their sirx and rill heal their

land," is the theme of th~ year’s National Day of P~ayer, inspired.by 2 Chronicles 7:14,

N ow, Therefore, I, De~val L. P a trick, Governor ot~he Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do
,. hereby proclaim May 3~, 2007, to be

MASSACHUSETTS DAY OF PRAYER

And urge all the dtizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event¯

and partic~patefit’t~g]y in i~.observance-

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, dais. sixth day of April, in the year of.our Lord two thousand and seven,
and of the Independence of the U~ted States of America, tl~ two hundred and thi.~eth.

By His Excellency. ¯

. I~’EVAL L. PAT¯RICK "
Governor of the Commonwealth

WILLIAM FRANCIS GALVIN
Secret.aryof the Commonwealth

G oD ’SAVE THE~~::OMMONWEALTH OF MASSACIAUSETT$
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WHEREAS,

~VHEREAS,

~FHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

NOW, THEREFORE,

 roc|amation
Civic prayers and national days of prayer have a long and venerable
history in our consO’tutional republic, dating back to the Fh’st
Continental Congress in 1775; and.

The Declaration of Independence, our first statement as Americans of
national purpose and identity, made laws the foundatlon of our United
States of America and asserted that people have inalienable rights that
are God-given; and

The Supreme Court has aff’u’med tire right of state legislatures to open
their sexvions with prayer and the Supreme Court and the United States
Congress, themselves, begin each day with prayer7 and

In 1988.. legislation sefflng aside the first Thursday in May in each A~.’ar
as a National Oak" of Pray. er was passed unanimously by both Houses of
Congress and signed by President Ronald Reagan," and

The National Day of Prayer is an oppor~unity for Americans to join in
united prayer to acknowledge our dependence on God, to give thanks for
blessings received, to request healing for wounds endured, and to ask
God to guide our leaders and bring wholenesa to the United States and
her citizens; and

It is flttlng and proper to give than "k~ to God by obser~4ng a do." of prayer
in Nebraska ~/=en all /nay acknowledge our blessing~ and ~cpress
gratitude for them,, while recognizing the need for strengthening
religiou~ and moral values in our stale and nation; and

This year nuzrks the 56th Ann~al National Day of Prayer; i~ theme
being "America, United in Prayer" reflecting the words in L
7:14 to unite God’s people in prayer and repentance for healing
lan~£

I, Dave Heineman, Governor of the State of Nebraska,
pRocT.AIM Thursday, the 3rd day of May, 2007, as a

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

in Nebraska, and I do hereby urge all citizens to take due note of the
observance.

IN ~TTI~_~qS t~1-IHREOF, I have here.unto set my h~nd, and cause the
Great Seal of the State of Nebraska to be affiazed this Eighteenth
day of April, in the year of our Lord T~o Thousand Seven.

Gm,ernor
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in New Jersey.
GIVENj under my hand and the Great S

of the State of New Jersey, this:
tMrd day of May in the year two
tho.sand Seven, the two hut~dred
thirty.first..year of the Independence
of the United States.

ACTING GOVERNOR

BY THE GOVERNOR:

N-INA MITCHELL WELLS

SECRETARY OF STATE
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~s, prayer is a fundamental part of our national heritage, with

the firs~ Nafional Day of Prayer proclaimed by the Contlnen~al Congress

in 1775;

’,~n-t~, ~n 1785, the conclusion of the Re~lufonary Way marked

a ~emporary end Co the National Day of Prayer;,

"~rt’¢~, reinstated as an annual observance by ¢he Congress of Lhe
United SCa~ea in 195--9, the National Day of Prayer has become a uni~fing
[orce for .~nerican citizens fi~m diverse religions backgrotmds;

~f~r~r-a~, fh~s nation has traditionally sou~t di~4ne ~idance as i�

char~e,~ what has become the path of American hlsfory; and,

’~rrrr~, ¢he theme for ~i~ year’s ~lebra~ion is "America, Unife in l

Prayer)’ inspired by 2 Chronicles 7:14: "lf my people, who are called by. my
name, wil! humble themselves and pray and seek my face and ¢urn from
fheLr wicked wayx, ¢hen will ~ hear fi-om heaven and wilt forgiwe their sin

~d will heal ¢heir land."

~I~, ~ll.¢rrf~rr, I, Jon M. ~un~man, Jr., Governor
Ufah, do hereby declare May 5, 2007, as
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By virtue of the authority vested by the Constitution in the governor of the
Commonwealth of Virginia, there is hereby officially recognized:

VIRGINIA DAY OF PRAYER

W-ttEREAS, prayer plays a powerful role in the lives of people of all cultures,
religions and backgrounds and serves as a source of moral and spiritual guidance for
millions throughout our Commonwealth and nation; and

WHEI/EAS, National Day of Prayer was first observed by members of the
Continental Congress in 1775 and President Truman signed a joint resolution declaring an
annual Natiooal Day of Prayer in 1952; and

WI-IEREAS, the 100~ United States Congress passed a resolution on May 5, !988,
proclaiming the observance of the National Day of Prayer on the first Thursday of May
each year thereafter; and

WHEREAS, the theme for this day of prayer, Araerica, Unite in Prayer, comes
from the scripture 2 Chronicles, which says, "If my people, who are called by my name,
will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then
will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land"; and

WItEREAS, Virginia Day of Prayer is recognized by Virginians and Americans of .
all religious faiths, and those who participate will join in prayer for our loved ones and for
our enemies, and to reaffirm our course as a democratic nation with the promise of liberty
and justice for all;

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Timothy M. Kaine, do hereby recognize
May 3, 2007, as DAY OF PRAYER in the COMMONWEALTtI OF VIRGINIA, and 1
call this observance to the attention of all our citizens.
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~VI,1-E.REAS; pniver is a vital part of our heritage as one nation under God;

WHEREASI fia celebratin~ our fundamental religigus fi-eedom to pray, the
¯ first Thursdayin May in each year h~s been set aside as a National Day of Prayer;
and

WHEREAS, on finis day~ people ofthe United States may t~arn to God in
prayer, and meditation at churches, in ~oups, and as individuals; and

WHEREAS, the theme for’this yearis "America Unite in Prayer" inspired
by the exhortation ~bund in second Chronicles 7~ 14, ~:Ifmy people who ~e Called
by My name Will humble themselves, and pray and seet~ my thee, andmm from
their wicked way, then I will hear from heaven and forgive their sm and heal their
land."

NOW THEREFORE, I, DAVE FREUI)ENTHAL’ Governor of ~e State
of WY0mSng, do hereby proclaim May 3, 2007, to be

~: ATIONAL DA~t~ OF PRAYER~’

in Wyoming.

IN WITNESS.WHEREOF. l ha.ve hereunto set n~’ hmM-and,~Baused the
Executive Seal of the Governor of Wyoming to be affixed thts ~__~ day of April,
2007.       " ..
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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS COME - GREETINGS:

WI-IEREAS:

WHEREAS:

V~q-IEREAS:

The National Day of Prayer is a day set aside by Confess for tall
Americans to pray and reaffu-m the spiritual principles upon which this
Nation was founded. We need not sk.--’fi~ as Americans from asking for
divine assistance in our eontinuhag efforts to rdieve human suffering at
home and abroad, to reduce hatred, violence, and abuse, and to restore
families across our land; and

Throughout the history of our Nation, our government has welcomed
divine guidance in its work, while respecting the rich and varied faiths of
its citizens. From patriots and presidents to advocates for justice, our
history reflects the strong presence of prayer in American life; and

America Was founded on the prlnciples of religious faith and freedom. By
following our own beliefs ,,,,’bile respecting the convictions of other~, we
can strengthen our peopl~ and build upon our promise as a State. A~
Micah reminds us, we must strive "to do jusfly~ and to love met~y, and to
Walk humbly" before God; mad

This year ma.rks the 56t~ armiversary of the National Day of Prayer; the
theme for this celebration is "America, Unite in Pra.ver"; and

WHEREAS: Oa M~y 31 Ameriemas are in’died to join in prayer for our Nation and our
States, to acknowledge God~ to give thanks for. the many blessings we
have received, to recograze the human need for morality, a~d to invoke
God’s blessings upon our leaders mad our people;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MIKE BEEBE, Governor of the State of Arkans,~, by virtue of
the authority vested in me by the laws of the $~ate of A.rkansas, do hereby
proclaim May 3, 2007, as

A DAY OF pRAYER

across the Staie of Arkan~,s, and I urge all citizcms to observe this week
with. appropriate ceremonies and activit~ land to pray with diligence and
humility in the days and ye,’~s ahead.

1N TESTLMO!~’Y WHEREOF, i have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Sea] of
the State of A~’kat~as to be affixed this ~_..~___._day of April, in the year
of our Lord 2007.

BEEBE, GOVEKNOR

CHARLIE DANIELS, SECILET,~o.Y OF STATE
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

"~’~9

PROCLAMATION

During an evening on one of the darkest days of the civil rights movement, Dr. Mm~in Luther King, Jr. came
home to be with his family. Asleep from an exhausting day where he helped lead the Montgomery Bus
Boycott. Dr. King was awakened by a mysterious phone call that threatened his life. Burdened with great
worry_ about his family’s safety, and the struggle for justice, Dr. King bowed and prayed aloud: "Lord, 1 am.
taking a stand for what I believe is tight. The people are looking to me for leadership, and if I stand before
them without strength and courage, they will falter. I am at the end of my powers, l have nothing left. I have
nothing left. I have come to the point where I can’t face it alone."

According to Coretta Scott King, Dr. King’s wife, that prayer gave him peace and became a "critical turning
point" in the fight for freedom. Dr. King said that dining his prayer, he felt God’s presence and sensed a
voice saying to him to "stand up for righteousness; stand up for truth." Faced with a seemingly hopeless
situation, the prayer renewed Dr. King’s resolve to lead fl~e noble cause that transformed our nation.

Prayer is important to our national culture and to Americans of different faiths, It gives us an opportunity to
reflect on the blessings and challenges that have touched our lives and to seek God’s continued wisdom.
Perhaps most importantly, the power of prayer sustains us during limes of trouble and deep uncertainty,
giving us an opportunity to commune with our Maker and refreshing our spirit to carry on. as it did for Dr.
King.

On May 3. in concert with this year’s national theme of "America, ~Unite in Prayer," I encourage
Californians, each according to his or her own faith, to come together and pray for our families, communities ~
and state. In addition, because of the continuing conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq, 1 ’also encourage all~
Californians to pray for tile welfare of out’. brave service members who are in harm’s way. Let us pray that,
they be resilient in the face of danger and that they may come home safely into the arms of their loved ones.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ARNOLD SCI-D,¥ARZI~NEGGER, Governor of the State of California. do
hereby proclaim May 3.2007, as a "Day of Prayer" in California.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have here unto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of California
to be affixed thJ,s 21st day of March 2007.

Aa~aold Schwarzenegger
GOVEIL.NOR OF CALIFORNIA

¯ !:1:.: .... kD_.~ra Bowen
"" ’ ’. " . ". SECRETARY OFSTATE
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~tat~ o1: ~onnettitut

By Her Excellency M. Jodi Rell, Governor: an

Official Statement,
~’~ereas, May 3, 2007 marks the 56~ annual observance of the>
National Day of Prayer, and the theme of this year’s nationwide
celebration is "America, Unite in Prayer;" and

~/~ereas, in 1988, legislation was unanimously ratified by both
houses of Congress, and .signed by President Ronald Reagan,
stating that the National Day of Prayer was to be observed on the
first Thursday of every May; and

~aereas, it is fitting that we should give thanks for the freedom
and prosperity enjoyed by this State and our Nation and to pray for
continued guidance and comfort, which has graciously been
bestowed upon this Nation since its inception; and

~/~ereas, as caring citizens of this great State, we recognize prayer
to be both powerful and peaceful; now

~-~erefore, I, M. Jodi Rell, Governor of the State of Connecticut,
do hereby officially proclaim May 3, 2007, as the

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
in the State of Cormecticut, and urge all citizens to observe this day
in ways appropriate to its importance and significance.
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STATEMENT
IN OBSERVANCE OF
A DAY OF PRAYER

Whereas, it is noteworthy that at our country’s inception, there was a clear
mandate to protect religious freedom and to create an atmosphere where prayer in the
public square was accepted and embraced; and

Whereas, this year’s National Day of Prayer theme, "America, Unite in Prayer"
brings attention to the importance of protecting the cherished rights and freedoms of all
.Americans to gather and worship and to pray according to the dictates of their
conscience; and

Whereas, in his first inaugural address, George Washington said, "It would be
peculiarly improper to omit, in this first official act, my fervent supplications to that
Almighty Being who rules over the universe, who presides in the councils of the nations,
and whose providential aids can supply every human defeat, that His benediction may
consecrate to the liberties and happiness of the people of the United States;" and

Whereas, the Congress of the United States, by legislative action in 1988,
declared the first Thursday in May to be a National Day of Prayer; and

Whereas, Day of Prayer observances ~re plarmed in all 50 states and territories,
a tradition established in 1952 by an act of Congress.

Now, Therefore, We, Ruth Ann Minner, Governor,
and John C. Carney, Jr., Lieutenant Governor,

do hereby declare May 3, 2007

A DA Y OF PRAYER

in the State of Delaware, and invite Delawareans to gather together on this day in their
homes, churches and meeting places to pray in their own way for the unity of all

mankind, wisdom and favor for our leaders, peace and joy for our nation, and health
and prosperity :for all ~eans.    (

....... . ,,,...’.~": ’.’.’ t~,.~ .- ~ ..3.HE..;
r0 % ..                     Governor

..........., .....o..- ao,,,l’gCo_r ,
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BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA

A PROCLAMATION
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Office of the Governor
State of Missouri

Proclamation
WHEREAS, National Days of Prayer have been a part of our country’s heritage since

the)’ were declared by the Fkst Continental Congress in 1775; and

WHEREAS, the 56th observance of the NalSonal Day of Prayer will be held May 3, 2007,
as mandated by both houses of Congress and by our President; and

WHEREAS, leaders of our nat~on have relied upon the power of prayer throughout
Ame~-ican histor3.q and

WHEREAS, we as a nation give thanks for the freedoms we enjoy and pray that the state
of.Missouri and its people will continue to be blessed and protected from those who threaten
democracy; and

the scripture states that "God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present helpWHEREAS,
in times of trouble"; and

WHEREAS, this year’s National Day of Prayer theme is "America~ Unitein Prayer!";
and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that we acknowledge we are all God’s handiwork and we
should feel free to call upon Him in prayer;

NOW THEREFORE, I, Matt Blunt, GOVEP~.NOR OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI,. do hereby
proclaim May 3, 2007 as

MISSOURI DAY OF PRAYER

IN TESTLMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my han,d~a~d caused to be affixed the Great
Seal of the State of Missouri, in the City of Jefferson, this 3 day of May, 2007.

Governor

Secretary of State
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WIt.EREAS, the State of Nevada will join together with the entire
country on May 3, 9-007, to celebrate the National Dav of Prayer; and

W-~ERF-,A~, the National Day of Prayer was established by a Joint
Resolution of Congress in I959- and was signed into law by President Harry S.
TT~tman; and

WI-IEREJIS, in 1988, the law was amended and signed by President
Ronald W. Reagan, permanently setting the day as the first Thursday of May
eoery year; and

14rI-IEREAS, each year,, the President of the United States signs a
proclamation encouraging atl Americans to pray on this day, and in 2005, state
governors and the governors of several U.S. territories signed similar
proclamations; and

the theme or the 2ooT National Day of Prayer is "America,
Unite in Prayer". The theme for Nevada ts Umte m ~rayer; t,’onnecr to oe~ve ;
and

WHERF.D~, the State of Nevada recognizes this vem3 special day, and
joins with Americans across the nation in support of the National Day of
Prayer.

NOW) THERE.FOR-E, I, dim GIBBONS, GOVERNOR OF THE
STATE OF NE~TM, do hereby proclaim May 3, 2007 as

A DAY OF PRAYER IN NEVADA
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STATE OF NEW/vIF_.~ICO EXECUTIVE OFFICE SANTA FE, NEW MF_.XICO

WttEREAS, Congr~s, by Public Law 101-307, officially establishedan annual
National Dco,." of Prt~’er; and

~J°71EREAS, the National Day of Prayer belongs to all Americm~s, as it encompasses
the backgrounds of all citizens and values the many faiths that they hold," and

gff-IEREAS, great American leaders prayed for wisdom while forming this nation and
continue to look for spiritual guidance in confronting the many challenges of our day," and

WHEREAS, the United States, a counto, that was established to, people from all
regions of the globe, rely upon our religious liber~ in order to preserve the individuali~ and
diversi~_, that gives our nation its unique richness and strength of character; and

WHEREAS, the theme for this year is, "America, Unite in Prayer";

NOW, THEREFORE ~ Bill Richardson, Governor of the State of New Mexico, do
hereby proclaim May 3, 2007 as.

Day of Prayer in New Mexico"
throughout the State of New Mexico.

Attest:

Mary
Seqretary of State

Done at the Executive Office this
30~ day of March, 2007.

Witness my hand and the Great Seal
of the Great State of New Mexico

Bill Richardson
Governor
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MICHAEL F, EASLEY
GOVERNOR

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

2007

BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLIBIA

A PROCL,M~IA:TION

WHEREAS, National Days 0f 1irayer have been part of our country’s heritage since the first one
¯ was declared by the Continental Congress in 1775; and

WT-IEREAS, leaders, of our Nation have relied Upon the power of p~ayer throughout American
history; and

WHEREAS, May 3, 2007, marks the 56th consecutive observance of the National Day of Prayer,
as mandated by both Congress and by our President in Public Law 100-307; and

~rHEREAS, it is good that We acknowledge that we are all God’s handiwork and that it is

appropriate to call upon Him in prayer; and

WHEREAS, "America, Unite in Prayer" is the theme for the 2007 National Day of l~rayer; l/

NOW, THEREFORE, 1 t~ICIIAEL F. EASLE~!, Governor of the State of North Carolina,. dn
hereby pmcla~ May 3, 2007, as a "DAY OF PRAYER" in North Carolina and urge our citizens to join
together in their homes, places of ~ork and places of worship, to pray for the unit’:, of th.e hearts of all
mankind, and to continue in prayer for our State and our Nation.

MICHAEL F. EASiE~

IN WqTNESS WHEREOF, I have heret~nto set my hand and affixed the Great Sea! of the State of North
Carolina at the Capitol in Raleigh this twenty-fourth day of January in the year of our Lord two.thousand and
seven, a~d of the Independence of the Unit~ States of America the hvo hundred and thirty-_first.
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~, the Nai~:onalDay ofPra~eris a ~ra~Iion and~mpofcant occasionfirst proclaimed by the
ContinentalConeress in 1775, ~ndA~mer~an~ since the days ofourfou,u~rs lu~ve sharedour dependence

on God, faith andpra~r while insisting on rel~ionsfrcedor~" and

~’~, it is eminently fitting andproper that we in Ok~homa, espec~!ly in our CentennialYear,
obsc~rve a day w~n a~of us in our communities may ~cknow~dge our b~ssings, ande~press eratitu~
for them wh~ recogni~bzg our needfor the strengthening ofspiritualandmoralvalues in our land; and

~]~.~.~, the 2007 theme for the NationalDay of Prayer is ’~mer~_.a, Um~ in Prayer". Given the
tragic disasters am!the challenging times .which test our co untr3’s ~i~landfaith, it is appropr~te to
turn to God for faith, repentance, support, heaSng, protection andgudance in order that we may honor
God, buildstronger communities of character basedon His ways andhave e~at hope for tire future; and

~, worlde~,ents andourgreat needa~ thi~ time, ma~ this a crit~alyearforprayer toAlmighty
God for ourselves, our communities andour ~aders; and

~ex~, prayer remini6 us that Godi~ our refuge andstrengt~ a verypresent help in troub~dand
d~w u It times;

May 3, 2007, as

in the State



State, of South Dakota
of

Whereas, Civic and national days of prayer have a long and venerable history in our constitutional republic,
dating back to the First Continental Congress in 1775; and,

Whereas, The Declaration of Independence, our first statement as Americans of national purpose and identity,
made "the laws of Nature and of Nature’s God" the foundation of our United States of America, and asserted
that people have inalienable fights that are God-given; and,

Where.as, The Supreme Court has afftrmed the right of state legislatures to open their sessions with prayer, and
the Supreme Court and the United States Congress begin each day with prayer; and,

Whereas, In 1988, legislation setting aside the first Thursday in May in each year as a National Day of Prayer
was passed unanimously by both Houses of Congress and signed by President Ronald Reagan; and,

Whereas, The National Day of Prayer is an opportunity for Americans of all faiths to join in united prayer to
acknowledge our dependence on God, to give thanks for blessings received, to request healing for wounds
endured and to ask God to guide our leaders and bring wholeness to the United States and her citizens; and,

Whereas, The 2007 theme, "’America, Unite in Prayer" was chosen to reaffirm the importance of maintaining
the moral underpinnings that have been fundamental to our society since America’s inception; and, ____

Where.as, It is fitting and proper to give thanks to God by observing a day of prayer in South Dakota when all
may acknowledge our blessings and express gratitude for them, while recognizing the need for strengthening
religious and moral values in our state and nation:

Now, Therefore, I, M. Michael Rounds, Governor of the state of South Dakota, do hereby proclaim May 3,
2007, as

A DAY OF PRAYER

in South Dakota, and I urge all citizens to participate in local community activities to recognize this special day.

In W’aness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and
caused to be affixed the Great Seal of the state of South
Dakota, in Pierre, the Capital City, this Eighteenth Day of
April in the Year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and Seven.

Attest:

Chris Nelson, Secretary of State



~TATE    ElF    TENNESSEE

PRO IA ATI
-~,Y THE Br-IVERNEIR

WHEREAS, The theme of 2007 National Day of Prayer, Amenca, Unite n
Prayer" serves to remind us... In the State of Tennessee we join together to
acknowledge our Creator and to ask for wisdom, knowledge and understanding for our
government, armed forces and our families. We honor God’s blessings upon the state of
Tennessee and we pledge to seek guidence for strength to meet the challenges we
face. As a state, we need unity in order to build together and protect those in need; and

WHEREAS, A United prayer brings fQcus as one voice. On this day we proclaim
that we, as Citizens will pray for our governmental, leaders, our armed forces, our
families and this great State of Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, Congress, by Public Law 100-307, as amended, had called on our
citizens to reaffirm the role of prayer in our society by recognizing annually a "National
Day of Prayer";

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Phil Bredesen, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do
hereby proclaim May 3~, 2007 as

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
in Tennessee and encourage all citizens to join me in this worthy observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
my hand ~nd caused the official seal of the
State of Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville
on this 9th day of March, 2007.

Governor

,/7;     "    "" /

C~ecretary of State
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5--’TA-FE OF" ~

OFF-ICE OF II-~E C_~OVERNOR

President Abraham Lincoln, recognizing his human fraiRies, once said, "i have

been driven many times to my knees by the overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere

else to go." In 1863, following th~ lead of our founding fathers, Lincoln proclaimed a

day of national fasting and prayer, saying "it behooves us, then, to humble ourselves

before the offended Power, to confess our national sins, and to pray to the God that made

us?’ His declaration eventually led to the 1952 signing of a joint resolution of the U.S.

Congress by President Harry Truman establishing an annual national day of prayer.

Today, Americans continue in the ~radition of our forefathers by acknowled~ng

the power of prayer in our lives. The freedom to practice our faith and to pray freely are

cornerstones of our civilization and our way of life, cornerstones that for many have

sustained successes and furthered the spiritual stren~h that have nurtured our tomorrows,

ihat have played a formidable role in establishing the Texas of today.

The theme of this year’s National Day of Prayer is "America Unite in Prayer."

This message of unity reminds us that, together, our nation can continue to flourish as our

founders hoped it would when they established its framework. This observance

encourages people across our communities, state and country to come together to pray for

our families, elected officials and for the spiritual renewal of our country.

Therefore, I, Rick Perry,, Governor of Texas, do hereby proclaim

May 3, 2007,

A Day of Prayer
in Texas, and urge the appropriate
recog~fition whereof.

In official recognition whereof,
I hereby affix my signature this
14t~ day of December, 2006.

vemor of Texas ~



WH~--0~S, the National Day of Prayer wa~ _first proc/a~ned by th~ ¢ononentai"
Congress in 1775; and

WHt’h,~-.~S, t& Congrt~s of the United States, in 19.52, enacted leo4zlation setting asid~
a Day of Prayer for the nation, andin 1988, dt~nat~dthefa’rt Thursday in May as the
NationalDay of Prayer, and

’WJIt£c~_D~, prayer has played a strong role in our hatch’s h~tory andheritage, as many
Americans have depended on it for heaffne, hope and euidance; and

WHaA~. the obsm’vance of the NationaIDay of Prayer has proved to b~ a powerful
tool that has brought together and united citizens from diverse re.bus bacl~erounds in an
~ffort to face ~fe’s challenges with renawedhope; and

~tJ-I~F_~S, this year marks th~ YSth annual National Day of CI~yer, and people ~
8ather together across our nation to obsemae this onnboli~ e’~ont:

~ r!Jlt£~FO~ I, Bob Ri/ey, Governor of Aklbama, do hereby proc!aim May 3,
2007, az

National Day of Prayer
in t.h~ State of Ala&ma.

qiwn ~)nair My Hond and the Great Seal of tb~
Office o.’[’th~ ~overoor at the State Capitol in the
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Executive Proclamation
by

Sarah Palin, Governor
The Continental Congress calIed for a National Day of Prayer in 1775. In 1863, Abraham Lincoln
established a proclamation for a day of "humiliation, fasting, and prayer." A joint resolution by
Congress, signed by’President Trumanin 1952, declared an annual, national day of prayer. And lax
1988, President Ronald Reagan set aside the first Thursday in May as the National Day of Prayer.

Following the devastating event the United States experienced on September 11, 2001, President
Bush reminded us that the Congress, through Public Law 100-307, called on citizens to reaffirm the
role of prayer in our society and to honor the religious diversity our freedom permits by recognizing
this day annually.

As Governor, I recognize that the people of Alaska represent a varie .ty of cultural and religious
tradil~ons. I believe that each commu.nity of faith warrants the recognition and respect of others.

It is not the intent of this proclamation to promote a particularreligion, but rather to encourage
thoughtful reflection on the condition of our state and country and to honor our freedom of
religious expression whether that is prayer, alms giving, fasting, peace activism, meditation,
promotion of social justice, or another form of contemp!alive action.

Let us not forget that the Liberty ~aad freedoms we enjoy are promoted and protected by the
willingness, dedication, and sacrifice of our country’s military servicemen and women.

On May 3, 2007, I urge you to join fellow Americans across racial, political, and reLigious boundaries
.to observe the National Day of Prayer within your respective communities and faith traditions.

May we be than "kflfl for our blessings, reflect on the many needs of our state and nation, treat our
neighbors with dignity and respect, and seek moral and spilitual renewal through the religious or
spiritual expression which most closely aligns with who we are as individuals.

NOW, THEREFORE, L Sarah Palin, Governor of the State of Alaska, do hereby proclaim
May 3, 2007, as:

National Day of Prayer

in Alaska and encourage Alaskans to keep the health, well-being‘ prosperity, and peace of our state,
nation, and world in mind on this day.

Dated: April 2, 2007
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TO TIIE PEOPLE OF KANSAS, GREETINGS:

WHEREAS, The National Day of Prayer is a tradition first proclaimed by the Continentall
Congress in 1775; and.

WHEREAs, In 1988, legislation was unanimously ratified by both houses of Congress and
signed by President Ronald Reagan, stating that the National Day of Prayer was to be observed
on the first Thursday of ever3, Mdy; and

WHEREAS, This year will mark the 56t~ consecutive observance of the National Day of Prayer;
and

WHEREAS, It is fitting and proper to observe this day in Kansas when all may acknowledge our
blessings and express gratitude for them, while recognizing the need for slxengthening religious
and moral values in our slate and nation:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
KANSAS, do hereby proclaim May 3, 2007, as

A Day of Prayer

in Kansas and urge all citizens to join in this observance.

DONE: At the Capitol in Topeka
under the Great Seal of
die State this 6~a day of
February., A.D. 2007

State

Assistant Secretary. of State
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WHEREAS,

in the State of Louisiana we join together to acknowledge
our Creator and to ask for wi~om, knowledge and
understanding for our government, our men and women in
the Louisiana National Guard and other reserve
components of the armed forces, and our families; and

we honor God’s blessings upon Louisiana and we pledge to
seek guidance for strength to meet the challenges we face;

VCHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

as a state, we need unity in order to build together and
protect those in need; and

a tmited prayer brings focus as one voice, and on this day
we proclaim that we will pray for our governmental
leaders, the men and women in the Louisiana National
Guard and other reserve components of the armed forces,
our families, and the great State of Louisiana.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Katb_leen Babineaux Blaneo, Governor of the State of
Louisiana, do hereby proclaim May 3, 2007 as

DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Louisiana. I ask the citizens of Louisiana to
give ~anks, according to his or her own faith, for the grace
that God has shed upon our state.

2007
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WHEREAS, since our nation’s founding, Americans have turned to prayer for
inspiration, strength and guidance; and

WHEREAS, especially since the tragic events of September 11, 2001 and the
Gulf Coast hurricanes of 2005, Americans have prayed for comfort in a time of grief, for
understanding in a time of anger, and for protection in a time of uncertainty; and

WHEREAS, our national leaders have historically called on the prayers of the
people, without regard to their religious affiliation, to meet the crises that have faced our
nation; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer was first proclaimed by the Continental
Congress in 1775; and

WHEREAS, President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thursday, April 30, 1863 as
a day of prayer as "an effective remedy for national ills for all people in all nations"; and

WHEREAS, the Congress of the United States, by legislative action in 1952 -
and amended in 1988 - declared the first Thursday of May to be a National Day of
Prayer,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOHN E. BALDACCI, Governor of the State of Maine, do
hereby proclaim May 3, 2007 as

A DAY OF PRAYER
throughout the State of Maine, and urge all citizens to join in this observance.

In testimony whereof, I have caused
the Great Seal of the State to be

hereunto affixed GIVEN under my
hand at "Augusta this twenty-second

day of February in the Year of our
Lord Two Thousand and Seven.

Governor

Secretary of State
TRUE AT~’ESTED COPY
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
MAY3, 2007

P/H~S, Prayer can ply. a ~,alaable and productive role in strengthening bond~ of understanding, tolerance, fri~ndshlp
and uni9" among all peopl~; and

~x:[ER.EAS~ The power of prayer has always been a part of our country’s character and continues to give us strength, and
sustain us in times of joy and challenge; and

~YHEREAS, Marylander, cherish our heritage of religious freedom and throughowt our state and nation on May 3, 2007
~vcnts will take place to honor the NatlonaI Day of Prayer;, and

WHEIOEAS, Maryland is plea~ed to ]oin in observing the first 2"~arsday of every May as a National Day of Prayer and "
in~i~e our citizens W join in this day of ceremonles, and activ’~qeg

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MART]~ O’MALLEY, GOk~ERNOR OF THE ~TA TE OF MA~ Y-LAND, do hereby proclaim
MAY 3, 2007 as NATIONAL DAY OF PP~A YER in Maryland~

May
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Executive
Office

A Day of Prayer

Whereas, National Days of Prayer axe a venerable American tradition, the first such day having
proclaimed by the Continental Congress oR July 20, 1775; and,

W]aereas, In Michigan we are fortunate to have been blessed with beautiful rivers, lakes, fields, forest
and a people who, through hard work and intellectual effort and toil. have made countless
industrial, agricultural and educational advancements for the erLrJchment of life for all our citizens

Wqaereas, in addition to having many blessings for which we should be thankful, our society is also face
with difficult challenges, international unrest, and uncertain changing times which test our people an,
challenge their beliefs; and,

Whereas, A day of prayer allows us the opportunity to acknowledge our many blessings, ~o
the numerous challenges that we, as a secJery and a nation, face here at home and through
and to rededicate ouxselves to helping others, s~rengthenlng our personal faith, and joining together t
spread hope, peace, and love among all people; and now therefore be it,

Resolved, That I, Jennifer M. Granholm, Governor of the State of Michigan, do hereby proclaim May
2007, A Day of Prayer in MJchigma.

M. Granholm
Governor
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WHERF~S: Minnesota is a state that enjoys so many blessings: natural beauty, abundant resources,
strong families, a diversified economy, native peoples, and immigrants from all over
the world; and

WHEREAS:

VVHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

Minnesota is challenged by the pervasive enexnies of humankind: poverty, skkness,
hunger, injustice, pre udice, discouragement, greed, crime, and alienation; and

Minnesotans have always had high standards of excellence, justice, generosit3’,
freedom, equality, and progress and have faced their problems with resolve; and

We know our state has been strengthened by the conscience-based actions of people of
faith in all walks of l~fe; and

WHEREAS: We know many of the challeaages we face require a change of heart, which government
carmot legislate or enforce, but which spiritual growth can bring about; and

WHEREAS: Our Constitution begins with these words, "We the people of the state of Mhmesota,
gratefu[ to God for our dvLI and religious liberty, and desiring to perpetuate its
blessings and secure the same to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish
this Constitution."

NOW, THEREFORE, I, TIM PAWLENTY, Governor of Minnesota, do hereby proclaim Thursday,

May 3, 2007, as:

DAY OF .PRAYER
in the State of Mim~esota and humbly encourage citizens of faith to t-am to God as their "
understanding and beliefs direct, that we may open our hearts in thanksgiving for blessings received
and to seek strength, wisdom and encouragement to build a better Mi~nesota for atl our people.

IN WITNESS WI~EREOFo I liave hereunto set my
hand and caused the Great Seai of the State of
Minnesota to be affixed at the State ¯Capitol this 3rd
day of May in the year of our Lord two thousand and
seven, and of the State the one h~mdred forty-eightl~.

GOVERNOR

SECRETARY OF STATE
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
Office. of ~,~ Governor

A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, Our nation was founded on a ftrm and faithful bedrock, by men who turned
to their God for guidance through prayer, and prayerful reverence has since sustained our
society and guided our government; and

WHEREAS, In 1775, the Continental Congress designated a National Day of Prayer, an
action reaffirmed in 1952 when the United States Congress designated the first Thursday
in May as an annual National Day of Prayer; and

WHEREAS, Prayer allows us an opportunity to reflect and to seek guidance, strength,
comfort and inspiration from Almighty God; and

v~rI-IEREAS, In these trying times, when the world is so unsettled and when so many
brave citizens of Mississippi and the United States are far from home, making great
sacrifices for those abroad and those here at home, prayer becomes all the more
meaningful and important; and

WHEREAS, This year marks the fifty-sixth observance of National Prayer Day, and
people will gather together across our nation to observe this important event:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Haley Barbour, Governor of the State of Mississippi, hereby
proclaim May 3ra, 2007, as

THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Ivlississippi.

12q WITNESS WHEREOF, I
have hereunto set my hand
and caused the Great Seal of
the State of Mississippi to be
aftXxed.

DONE at the Capitol in the ¯
City of Jackson, on the fifth
day of February in the year of
our Lord, two thousand and
seven,    and    of    the
Independence of the United
States of America, the two
hundred

/

OUR
GOVERNOR
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
STATE OF MONi;~NA

,.1 OH N BOHLiNGER
LT. G OV E~.’¢ N OR

February 7, 2007

Mrs. James C Dobson
PO Box 15616
Colorado Springs, CO 80935-5656

Dear Mrs. Dobson:

Thank you for writing about National Day of Prayer.

As you know from my response last year, I do not issue proclamations for days, weeks,
or months.

I appreciate your efforts to educate the public about the importance of prayer. I am,
however, pleased to let you know the Governor’s Prayer Breakfast for Montana is
scheduled for March 3r°, 2007.

Sincerely,

ER
Governor

S~’,,,TS C;,vl’ro!. " P.O. Bo.x 200801 ¯ HELEN~\. MONtI~-4.N’~’~ 59620-0801
WEBSiTE: WW’W.M’~’.G’t’)V

TEtor,:Vl..~ONE: 406-444-,3111 F̄:kx: 406-444-ao2.
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State of New Hampshire

JohnLynch, Governor

A Proclamation

DAY OF PRAYER IN NEW HAMPSHIRE
MAY 3, 2007

WHEREAS, Prayer is an important part of the lives of many Citizens; and

~q-IEREAS, In times of uncertainty, people ot~en use prayer as a way to fred both
strength and courage in themselves and in the world around them; and

WHEREAS, In times of prosperity, people often use prayer as a means to give
thanks for their good fortune and freedoms; and

WHEREAS, For many, prayer provides solace and a way to connect spMtually
and determine those things that are important in our lives; and

WItEREAS, Since 1952, the nation has celebrated the National Day of Prayer;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOHN !t. LYNCH, GOVERNOR of.the State of New
Hampshire, do hereby proclaim May 3, 2007 as Day of Prayer in New
Hampshire.

Given at the Executive Chamber in
Concord, this 10th day of April, in the year
of Our Lord two thousand and seven, and
the independence of the .United States of
America, two .hundred and thirty-one.

Lync~
Governor
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-- State of
North Dakota
Office of the Governor

John Hoeven
Governor

PROCL~M\.L1TION
DAY OF PRAYER

NLKY 3, 2007

WHEREAS, since our nation’s founding, Americans have turned to prayer for hope, st, ength,
comfort and protection in times of g~Aef, anger and nncertamt3."; and

WHEREAS, Na6onal Days of Prayer are a venerable American tradition, the first such day
haxing been proclaimed by’the Continenta!t Co.n~ess on July 20, 1775, to afftrm the nation’s
spiritual heritage and to enlist prayer for loczl, state mad national leaders; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that we observe a day to ack_nowledge our many blessings, express
gratitude, and recognize the need to strengthen religious and mo~al values in out state and
throughout the nation; and

WHEREAS, a day of prayer is also an opportunkT ro renew and inspire the joy we find m our
faith, £6ends, family and communities, to remember those vcho are suffed_ng and fachxg
hardships, and to pray for peace throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, a chy of prayer is a day. to remember our brave men and women who are fighting
to defend out country and preserve our freedoms, and to recogmze those who have returned
safely home to their ~amily and £t4ends; we also hono~ those who hare made the ulmnate
sac~ihce in service to our nation and the families who mourn their loss; and

WHEREAS, the Ur&ed States Congress has set aside the fu’st Thursday in May as a National
Day of Prayer, allowing us an oppornmitT to celebrate our freedoms and America’s g-mat
tradition of prayer.

NOW, THEREFORE, as Govemor of the State of North Dakota, I do hereby proclaim
May 3, 2007, a DAY OF PRAYER in the stare of North Dakota.

ell

ATFEST:

Ah,qn A. Jaeg~ t
Secretary of Smm

600 E Boulevard _Ave
Bismarck, ND 58505-0001

Phone: 701.328.2200
F~x: 701.328.2205

’,v wxv.nd.go v
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THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

has been observed in the United States for more than two centuries £u
recognition of the role of faith and prayer in our fives, in ou~ heritage, and in our
common humanity.

In 1775, the Continental Congress called for colonists to pray for ~sdom in
forming a new country. In 1863, President Lincoln asked for prayers to help
heal a splintered nation. In 1952, Congress passed a joint resolution
designating one day each year as the National Day of Prayer, and in 1988 the
date of the National Day of Prayer was permanently fixed as the first Thursday
in May.

Through prayer we may seek strength and gain comfort "m the fa~e of challenge.
Through prayer we may give thanks and seek guidance in the face of
opporVauity. As we observe the National Day of Prayer, I encourage Otdoaus to
let their f~ith guide them as they open their hearts and minds for reflection and
prayer.

ON THIS TI-II:KD DAY OF IVL~Y, TWO
THOUSAND SEVEN.
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PR
STATE OF OREGON

OCLAMATIO
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

N

WI]EREAS:

NOW,
TI=IEREFORE:

On April 17, 1952, the Congress of the United States approved a..Joint Resolution to
provide for setting aside an appropriate day as a National Day of Prayer (Public Law
82-a_4, 66 Stat. 64); and

Many of our greatest leaders have turned to prayer in times of crisis and thanksgiving, and

Prayer can reflect many common virtues, bonds, hopes and aspirations, sorrows and fears,
remorse and renewed resolve, thanks and joyful praise, and love.

I, Theodore R_ Kulongoski, Governor of the State of Oregon, hereby proclaim May 3, 2007 to be

DAY OF PRAYER

in Oregon and encourage all Oregonians to join in this observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and
cause the Great.Seal of the State of Oregon to be
affixed. Done at the Capitol in the City of Salem in the
State of Oregon on this day, April 20, 2006.

Theodore tL Kulongoski~
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DAY OF PRAYER
May 3, 2007

I¢,TIEREAS, Our country, founded on the ideals of freedom and liberty and Hch in

cultural diversity, is home to millions of citizens who appeal to a higher being for guidance,
wisdom, and assistance; and

WHEREAS, through prayer and daily meditation, individuals take time to reflect on
the value oflife and the beaut>" o four world while asking for peace, security, guidance, and
protection for our famifies, government leaders, civil servants, and military; and

WHEREAS, by asking for divine assistance, we seek, in our own way.’, to eradicate
violence, poverty, and human suffering. Our prayers support a nation that promotes
individual freedom,justice, compassion for our fe!low man, and the right to individual
religious expression.

WHEREAS, celebrating our right to pray r~minds us of the adversity that our
ancestors struggled against in obtaining this right as well as the progressive individuals
throughout our history who sought to ensure these rights for every human, regardless of age,
race, gender, or faitlL Their prayers askea~ as do ou~ today, that this nation uphold the
fundamental right to prn); to live in an environment of peace and safety, and to seek personal
prosperity; and

~7tEREAS, prater is an important part of humanity, aud we shall never overlook,

forget, nor neglect the individual or group right to e.wress religious freedom through prayer,
meditation, and personal refleclion.

THEREFORE, In recognition of prayer and its importance in our lives, ~ Edward G.
Rendell, Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, do hereby proclaim May 3, 2007,
DAY OF PRAYER in Pennsylvania. [ encourage all citizens to commemorate this day in their
own personal way, whether through vocal or silent prayer, meditation, solitary though~ or
giving thanks.

GIVEN under my hand and the Seal of the
Governor, at the Cir. of Harrisburg, on this
twenty-eighth day of March in the year of
our Lord ova thousand and seven, and of
the Commonwealth the two hundred and
thirty-firs~

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor
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State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations

GUBERNATORIAL PROCLAMATION

Whereas, our national l~aders have historically called on th~ prayers of the pe.z~pl¢, without
regard to theh- rdigious afi~iation~ to mcgt the crises thai ha~ fime~l our nation; and

Whereas, the National Day of Prayer waz first proclaimeA by the Continental Congr~s in 1775,
and President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thursday, April 30, 1863, as a day of pmygr as "An
¢ff~’tiv¢ r~mcxly for national ills for all peopl~ in all nations"; and

Whereas, by joining ~gether on this very important day, we are reminding ourselves and the
entire nation of the ~xmg presence of pm~r in our daily live~;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD L. CARCIERI, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM,

May 3, 2007

National Day of Prayer

in the Sta~ of Rhode Island ~md call on all citizens to join me in recognizing the importance of

I~ recognition whered, I have hexctry" ~t my. hand
and caused ~ Seal of the State of Rhode Island and
providence Plarttations to be hereunto afftxed this 3rd
day of May 2007.

Donald L. ~arcieri
Governor

Secretary of State
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WHEREAS, first called for in 1775 when the Continental Congress asked the
colonies to pray for wisdom in forming a nation, days of prayer
have continued through our country’s history; and

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the National Day of Prayer was established as an annual event in
1952 by a joint resolution of the United States Congress and
,signed into law by President Harry S. Truman; and

the National Day of Prayer belongs to all Americans; it is a day
that transcends differences, bringing together citizens from all
backgrounds and faiths to pray for wisdom, guidance, and
protection on behalf of our families, government leaders, military,
and civil servants; and

WHEREAS, the 2007 National Day of Prayer provides an opportunity to pray
for our nation, its people, and its leaders while honoring the
commitment to religious liberty and tolerance that contributes to
our continued strength.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mark Sanford, Governor of the Great State of South
Carolina, do hereby proclaim May 3, 2007, as

SOUTH CAROLINA DAY oF PRAYER

throughout the state and encourage all South Carolinians to celebrate this event
in a manner consistent with their own faith.

MAaK SANFOm)
GOVEm~OR

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

|
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STATE OF VERMONT

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS,

NOW, THEREFORE,

the f~rst National Day of Prayer was established on July 20, 1775;
mad

the National Day of Prayer is a day set aside by Congress for
Americans to pray and reaffirm the spiritual principles upon which
our nation was founded; and

during the early years, citizens of this emerging nation were
frequently united in observance of prayer; and

Vermonters may wish to join in observance of the National Day of
Prayer in the hope that problems, both within our state and nation
and around the world may be peacefully resolved.

I, James H. Douglas, Governor of the State of Vermont, do hereby
proclaim May 3, 2007, as a

DAY OF PRAYER

in Vermont.

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State
of Vermont this 28th day of March, A.D. 2007.

By the Governor:

Kiersten B~urgeois
Secretary of Civil and Military Affairs
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W1]~, ~x* 1952, th~ C~n~rsss of the Unlte~ Stat~s ad~pt~ a
P~olution to ~e~ a~id~ and proclaim the first Thursday of May
~aC.h yeaE u a ~’Natlo~al Day o~ Pra~er~;

WHEREAS ~ay 3, 2007 has b~ d~signated as National Day of

this historic celebr~on wi~h the th~ne ~weri~, U~i1~ in
prayerS; and

provide in ou~ li~es; ~nd
w~n~£S this ann~al ohse~n~e has ~e~ a unif!~ing fo~,

no~ only for citizens of our great Nation, bu~ also for residents
o~ ~_e Terri~ who ~ frum the various religions of the world;

WHEREAS prn~e~ unito= l~ople, he~lin~ and allo~ing us to
ovexc0ae the tri~is and t=~mlatious we face daily; and

R~EREAS    it is especiall~ iz~or~ant that w~ gi~e thi~iks and
=how our ~pp~via~i~n for ~ Heavenly ~ath~r’s c~n~ ~ce,
f~r He £s our rock and our sal~ati0n;

NOW, THEREFORE, X, John P. de j~n~. Jr.. Cow.nor ~f the
United S~tes Virgin Island~. I~ ri~me of ~he authority vest~ iu
m~ b~ the p~vis~ Orphic Act of 1954, as ~=en~. do h~re1~

National Day of Prayer

p~oclaim ~ay 3, 2007 a~ "National Day of PraYer~ in ~he V~gin
Isla~ds ~m~me~orating the 56~ anni~rsar~ of this historic
cele~rati=n- 1 call upon the r~s~d~n~s ~f the T~-~i~or~ ~o join

affixe~ ~t Charlott~ Aq~1_ie, S~. Thomas, V~/i~ Islands, this
day of M~=ch, A.D., ~007.

ATTEST:
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IJ"HEREAS, on Apri! 17, 1952, the Congress of the United States approved Me Joint
Resolution to provide for setting aside an appropriate day as a National Day of Prayer (Public
Law 82-324; 66 Star. 64); and

I~7!EREAS, the history of our nation is indelibly marked with the role tha prayer has
played in the lives of individuals and the nation; and

IVItERF_.4S, historically our greatest leaders have turned to prayer in times of crisis and
thanksgiving; and

IJ.II-IEREAS, the virtues of prayer reflect a common bond: hopes and aspirations, sorrows
and fears: remorse and renewed resolve, thanks and joyful praise, and love;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Christine O. Gregoire, Governor of the state of Washington, do

hereby proclaim May 3, 2007, as the

Day of Prayer

in Washin~on State, in keeping with the w-ishes of the Congress of the United States, and I urge
all citizens to join me in this special observance.

Signed this 6t~ day of FebruarT, 2007

-
Governor Christ~
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Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

prayer has been recogrtized by: our leaders in times of war and peace as
vital to the maintenance of a gtrong national character and necessary to
procure¯ the blessings of a just and benevolent .God upon our government
and people; an.d,

West Virginia, the 35th state of.the United States, is a richly beautiful home
for its proud people who hold freedom in high regard and who strongly
desire to preserve their state’s heritage; and,

joining in common prayer is one of the most profoundly constructive things
we can do tbr our nation; and,

Whereas,

Whereas,

the National Day of Prayer is a tradition first proclaimed by the Confine.real
Congress in 1775; and,

it is appropriate to honor God with a unified expression of gatitude and
humbly ¯request divine intervention in the preservation and continuation of
the strong religious princ!ples upon which our nation and our state have
been established;

Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved that I, Joe Manchin III, Governor of the State of
West Virginia,. do hereby proclaim May3, 2007, as:

A Day of Prayer
in the Mountain State and encourage all citizens to join in a national effort to better our
count~ through increased spiritual awareness and active participation.             :

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the
State of West Virginia to be aflixed.

Done at the Capitol, City of Charleston, State of West Virginia, this the Fifth day of
March, in the year of our Lord, Two Thousand Seven, and in the One ttundred Forty-
fourth year of the State.                                                       :

Governor

By the Governor:

Bet~" Ireland
Secretmy o£ State
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A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the citizens of the State of Wisconsin are a diverse group of people of
nearly ever), nationality and represented by a variew of reli#ous traditions; and

WHEREAS, the history of our state is replete with leaders who volantarily call upon
their God, from the prayers sent heavenward during the Constitutional Convention to those
murmured in the heat of the battle at Omaha Beach during World War II, to the intercessions
offered in the ztftermath of tragedies such as Columbine, September 11a~, and the space shuttle
break up, whether the need be great or small, Americans of thith have sought the Lord’s help
~4th life’s challenges and adversities throughout our history; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of the State of Wisconsin have relied on prayer as a source of
strength and guidance in war and peace and as our service men and ,,~.omen are currently
defending the United States; and

WHEREAS, the theme for the upcoming observance is "America, Unite in Prayer"; and

WHEREAS, prayer is a comtbrt for many people, especially during times of trial and
tribulation; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Wisconsin should gather together on this day in their homes,
churches, meeting places and chosen places of worship to pray in their o~-n way for unity of the
hearts of all mankind, and for strong moral character in the lives of the people of all nations~ as
well as, peace and understanding tln’oughout the world;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jim Doyle, Governor of the State of Wisconsin, do hereby
proclaim May 3, 2007

WISCONSIN DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Wisconsin, and I commend this observance to all citizens.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have heretmto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the
State of Wisconsin to be affixed. Done at
Capitol in the City. of Madison this nineteemh
day of March in the ye~"-~.o thousand seven.

U JLM DOTE

By the

FOLLETTE
State
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EXHIBIT 16



JEB BUsH
GOVER.NOR OF THE ~TAI’E OF FI..OR1DA

Day of Prayer

WHEREAS, America was founded on the principles of religious faith and
freedom; and

WHEREAS, throughout the history of our state and nation, we have given
thanks for the many blessings bestowed on this nation since its inception and
have humbly prayed for guidance, comfort and protection; and

WHEREAS, people throughout the world consider prayer a powerful form
of expression; and

WHEREAS, prayer comforts us in times of sorrow and gives us strength
and hope for the future; and

WHEREAS, we continue giving thanks for the men and women of the
military who defend freedom, and we humbly ask for their protection and pray for
peace throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer is recognized by Congress as a day
for all Americans to pray and reaffirm the spiritual principles upon which our
nation was founded; and

w~z=gr:A~ this year is the 55th anniversary of the annual observance of the~
Natlonai’~a’-~"o"f~’~yer,’with the theme, "America, Honor God," based on Samue~ ,

2:30 (NIV), "...Those who honor Me, I will honor..."; and ~

WHEREAS, on May 4, 2006, Americans across the nation will unite in
prayer to give thanks for the many blessings our country has received;

NOW, THEREFORE, !, Jeb Bush, Governor of the State of Florida, do
hereby extend greetings and best wishes to all observing National Day of Prayer,
May 4, 2006.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, !
have hereunto set my hand
and caused the Great Seal of
the state of Fiodda to be
affixed at Tailahassse, the
¯ Capital, this 10~ day of April
in the year two thousand six.
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o:l ce of the
Proclamation

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

SEL’R£Z4RY OF STATE



I¥1fEREA,~

in times of peril both at home and abroad many American eit~’.¢m" turn n~ ~ayerJbr help and guidam:e: and

,nillio~x qf men and women acros.~ the nation grate~dly ¢omim~" the lmditimt qf pra),er in churches..9’~ogues, temples
mosqttes, and other iloltses of worship aaross our coltn~P, and

~,z-tabtished tn 1952 by an ~’t ~[Congrc.m 1~ National Day q[l’r~ver ~ now obse~,ed t~ational(v ~,�~v).eat" on the/~rst Thursd~ty

I~’HEREA,$~ the A;ational Day ~’ Prayer i.s’ a celebration of American citizens’freedom o/’ religion set .ibrth in the ,~Trsl Amendmem
..¢m~.,rictms tre~t~ure their rdiybm~,freedtm~, which embroct’x ihe many di*vr.sc communities qffaith that have it!fused our .~ociety
and our cMtaral heriluge over mort, then two centurie.~; ~tnd

II’ttEREAX the thence f!~r tire ,Vatiorn~l Day of Prm.,er 2006 L~ Ameri~’a, Honor (hM. itt~pired by the pm’.~age found in I ,¢~muel 2:30;
who honor me I will honor

THI~;REFORE. Ii Rod R. Btogo[e*’ich, Governor q[’the Stale ol’lllinols’, ,ht h~reby pro¢lalm May 4, 2(X)6 as NATIONAL D.4 Y OF PlC~YER in Illinois.

SECRETARY OF STATE
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Ex~uti~ Order

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WIIEREAS,

WHEP, L~,.S,

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
INDIANAPOLIS

prayer to

l;~rnyer has aided re:my in times where supl~ts and suidanc~ a~ ~leeded; mid

it i, fittin$ that ~e should give than~ for tile freedom and ptx~s~x’t~ty which otu’
and slale enjoy and 1o ptxiy for the continueA gui&mce and com£~d which God ltas
St~tciously [xstowed ill’It this nation siuce its incepfion~ and

the Day of Pi~t~i’ is a iim¢ sei aMde ior Amefi~¢ms to pt~iy to lhcir’ heavenly ~’ather and
to rea[~’irm the spirittml p~fi~ciples upoH which our a;tl:ion

lhe State of Indiana and the. United Stales of America c:m at~’l x~dll tmnefillrom
prayer by it~ fifithfid and pr;lyetfful l’e~detlts; attd

tt~c National Day of Pr:.,yer provides a powerful oppot’tunity for ~ople to humble
theme}yes k~%~ f!~e AlnlJghty ;.ld to .~ek the "redeetlfi~g arxf prese~’ilt~ greece"

ac~o~s our land, on May 4. America:is will tmitc at ~cific times in prayer for our
mliio~ al~d stale to ackl~owledge out’ de~x~ndelwe t~l~tt G~. to give t]liltI~ i2~r the umuy
blessings our country has received l~Ot~l Him, to tXct~ldZe our need for ~t~3tlal at~d
corporate re.cwal of moral v:dues and to i~vx~ke G~xi’s blessings tqx~li our leade~: ;ltld

it ~ems filling to acIkslowledLge ihe~ L~uci:il:s :Is we as~!nblc to give ih~m~s Ior the
blessings we have enjoyed since America’s/otmdiug;

NOW, THEREFORE. 1, Mitchell I~. Danicls, Jr.. Governor of the Stale of ludiatlu, do hereby pro,:ktim May 4,
2006, a~

DAY OP ~R

iu the S~lte of lndimm, al~d invite all citizens t:o pray wiflt dilise.ce and (~die.ce
G~x~’s direction ~1~ lhe ~lys and years M~ead.
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS, as a nation with a Judeo-Christian heritage, prayer has been and remains an
essential element of our national conduct as we seek divine direction and
blessing; and

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

our nation’s leaders, beginning with our first President, George Washington, to
our current president, George W. Bush, have called upon Americans to
individually and corporately pray for and seek God’s divine blessing upon our
nation in both times of peace and in times of conflict; and

Holy Scripture instructs us in Leviticus 25:10 to proclaim liberty to all the land
(Let Freedom Ring); and

WHEREAS, in 2006, on the 55~ Anniversary of the National Day of Prayer, we, as a people,
Seek God’s direction through prayer so that our world might enjoy peace.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Kathleen Babineaux Blanco, Governor of the State of Louisiana, do
’ hereby proclaim May 4, 2006, as

DAY OF PRAYER

in the state of Louisiana.
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~emlmrary eml ~o tl~e ~iona] Day o{ t~rayer;
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A’PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the citizens of the State of Wisconsin are a diverse group of people of
nearly every nationality and represented by a variety of religious traditions; and

WHEREAS, the history, of our state is replete with leaders who voluntarily call upon
their God, from the prayers sent heavenward during the Constitutional Convention to those
murmured in the heat of the battle at Omaha Beach during World War II, to the intercessions
offered in the aftermath of tragedies such as Columbine, September 1 ItS: and the space shuttle
break up, whether the nec~ be great or small, Americans of faith have sought the Lord’s help
with life’s challenges and adversities throughout our histo~’; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of the State of Wisconsin have relied on prayer as a source of
s~rength and guidance in war and peace and as our service men and women are currently
defending the United States; and

WHEREAS, the theme tbr the upcoming observance is "America, Honor God" I Samuel
2:30: Those who honor me I will honorS; and

WHEREAS, prayer is a comfort for many people, especially during times of trial and
tribulation; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Wisconsin should gather together on this day in their homes,
churches, meeting places and chosen places of worship to pray in their own way for unity of the
hearts of all mankind, and for strong moral character in the lives of the people of all nations, as
well as: peace and understanding throughout the world;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jim Doyle, Governor of the State of Wisconsin, do hereby
proclaim May 4, 2006

WISCONSIN DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of and I commend this observance to all citizens.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the
State of Wisconsin to be affixed. Done at the
Capitol in the City of Madison this twenty
second day of.February in the year two thousand
six.

JIM DO

.By the
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WHEREAS, prayer is a vilal part of our heritage as one nation under God:

" " WtlEREAS, ihc people of Wyoming have tumcd to God in prayer as our
’ . sacrificially defends our frc~oms; and ~:!i~i~iii :

WHEREAS, the Uniled Stales Congress passed Joint Resolution 382 on April ....
establishing an annual national day of prayer to join rage[her as a nation acknowied

"drMEREAS, Pr~ident Truman signed into law, PL 324, ihe observance of an a~[~;~i
: .: .:National Day of Pra.~er and President Rcagaa permanently established

i0 the National Day of Prayer when he signed PL t 00-307; and            ::

" WHEREAS~ the tll~ne for this year is "America, Honor God" inspired by the
, fot~d in¯two Ckronicles 7:14 "if my people who are called by My name wilt
~ ~yand seek my face, and turn from their wicked way; then I wil! hear from
will forgive [heir sin and heal their land."

:::~ ! NOW THEREFORE, I, DAVE FREUDF.NTHAL, Governor of the Stale
Wyomirig dO.~iL~reby proclaim May 4.2006, to bo                  ’ ::::’!~ :~

in Wyoming, and urge oar citizens to join with me in prayer.                  ¯

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hcreunto,~LR’my hand and eatlscd .
of the GOvernor of Wyoming to be affixed this ~     day of March~ 2006. ’ ’: ...

¯



P R 0 C I.,t TI OX

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS COME -- GREETINGS:

WHEREAS, ~merica was founded on the principles of religious
faith and freedom; and

WHEREAS, throughout the history of our state and nation, we
have h~,bly prayed for guidance and comfort where needed, and
have given ~hanks for our many blessings that God has graciously
bestowed on this nation since its inception; and

WHEREAS, the Narionai Day Of Prayer is a day set aside by
Congress for~ a!l. kmericans to pray and reaffirm the spiritual
principles upon which this nati.cn was founded; and

WHEREAS, this year marks the 55=~: Anniversary cf the
ccnsecutive annual observance of the Nat~ona~ Day of Prayer, and
the theme "~erica, Honor God," based on i Samuel 2:30: "Those
whc honor me, i will honor."; ~nd

WHEREA~, across our nation on May 4, ~mericans will unite
at specific times in prayer for our naticn and s~ate to
acknowledge our dependence on God, te give thanks for the many
blessings our country has received from Him, to recognize our
need for personal and corporate renewal and moral~ value, and to
invcke God’s blessings upon our leaders and ask God to heal and
unite our nation and stste;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mike Hucka~ee, acting under the
authority vested in me as Governor of the State ef Arkansas, do
hereby proclaim May 4, 2006, as

in the State ef Arkansas and urge all resident o pray with
diligence, humility and obedience and seek t.he face of Almighty
God to direct our paths .in the days and years ahead.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, i have hereun~e set my hand and
caused the Great Seal of the S~ate of Arkansas to be a~fixed
this ~_~ day of March, in the year of our Lord 2006.

MiKE HUC~tABEE, GOVERNOR

CHARLIE DANIELS,    SECRETARY OF STATE



GOVERNOR ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER

May 4, 2006

National Day of Prayer

I am pleased to offer my greetings to all who have gathered for the fifty-fifth
mmual National Day of Prayer.

Today is a wonderful occasion to showcase the deep spirituality and kinship
of Americans. Events like these exemplify the freedoms we enjoy and
display the unity of our nation’s religious community.

This longstanding tradition dates back to 1952; when President Truman first
established an mmual national day of prayer, Since i988, the first Thursday
of every May has given Americans the opportunity to worship through
reflection and thanksgiving. This year’s theme, "America, honor God,"
invites citizens to petition for the guidance and protection of our families,
government and armed forces.

Please accept my best wishes for a memorable observance and every future
Stlccess.

Sincerely,

Arnold Schwarzenegger

STATE CAPITOL - SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814 -- (916)445-2841
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER IN GEORGIA

so important to our forefathers that they dedared freedom of religion as one ol~ our
fledgling naUon’s greatest needs; and

WHEREAS: A National Day of Prayer was first established by the Continental Congress in ’r 775, and
United States Congress in 1952 approved a joint kesolutlon setting aside a day each year to
recognize the tradition of prayer in our land; and

WHEREAS: We are afforded the pr~uilege of prayer and the Joy of seeking guidance, strength, comfort

and Inspiration from Almtgh~ God. Regardless of our Individual beliefs and failh practices.
we have an assurance thai God t~ears our prayer~ and faithfully responds to our humble

petitions: and

WHEREAS: Our slate and her people have been blessed, and we have faith that. this is a direct result of

the heartfelt prayers of Georgia families and individuals. We are proud tojoin the nation in
observing May 4, 2006. as a Day of Praye~r, with ~ts theme. "America. Honor God:" and

WHERE.AS: AS our nation is involved in ~’~ ongoing conflict m Iraq and in the global war against

terrorism, we pray for God’s blessing upon our millt,~.ry troops, here and abroad, praying for
protecUon, wisdom and divine guidance as they serw our nation. We furthermore ask that
He bless the Iraqi people with peace and wisdom as they continue to journey towards
democracy; and

WHEREAS: We pray for our heroes here at home who rtsl( their lives every day to ProteCt us, including

police officers and flrefighters, and ask that He watch over them as they watch mr us; and

WHEREAS: We remember ~nd mourn for all Amenca’ns lost whose mission wa$1o protect us here at

home or to free the helpless abraad. As they join our forefathers, many of whom also made

the ultimate sacrifice, we ~k the Lord to bless and comfor~ their families; now

THEREFORE: I, SONNY PERDUE. Governor Of the State of Georgia, do hereby proclaim MaV 4. 2006, as a

DAY OF PKAYER in Georgia and encourage our Otiz, ens to pray for God’s blessings on our
n~tion alld her people.

In witness thereof. I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Executive
Department to be affixed this 21 *~ of March in the year of our Lord two thousand six,
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WHEREAS, people from across the United States seek comfort and joy through prayer and
fellowship; and

WHEREAS, on May 4, 2006, Americans united together will gather for the 55t~ annual ~k
National Day, of Prayer with the theme "America, Honor God"; and

WHEREAS, established in 1952 by an act of Congress, this tradition has become a
treasured part of our nation’s heritage of faith; and

WHEREAS, Americans across the country will gather to pray for wisdom and guidance in
churches and other places of worship; and

WHEREAS, this fundamental right is guaranteed by our nation’s First Amendment to the
Constitution; and

WHEREAS, this observance strives to help the people of Hawai’i draw strength from our
Creator and reaffirm the importance of prayer; and

WHEREAS, on O’ahu, the National Day of Prayer Task Force will host events at Kapolei
Regional Park at noon, and at the Hawai’i State Capitol Auditorium at 6:30 p.m.,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LINDA LINGLE, Governor of the State of Hawai’i, and I,
JAMES R. "DUKE" AIONA, JR., Lieutenant Governor, do hereby proclaim May 4, 2006, to be

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
in the Aloha State, and encourage our citizens to join in prayer on this day.

DONE at the State Capitol, in the Executive Chambers, Honolulu, State of H.awai’i, this twenty-
fifth day of April 2006.

binda Lingle
Governor, State ofHawat 1
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WtlEREAS, the State of Nevada will join together with the entire counto,
on May 4. 2006, to celebrate the National Day of Prayer," and

WHEREAS, the National Dt~.’ of Prayer was established b3; a Joint
Resolution of Congress in 1952 and was signed into law’ by President
Har~ S. Truman." and

WHEREAS, in 1988, the law ~ts amended and signed b), President
RonaM W. Reagan permanently setting the day as the first Thursday of May ever),
),ear," and

WHEREAS, each year. the President of the United States signs a
proclamation, encouraging all Americans to pray on this day, and in 2005, state
governors and the governors, of several U.S~ territories signed similar
proclamations; and

WHEREAS, the theme Jbr the 2006 National D~.. of Prayer ix "Amerma,
Honor God"; and

WHEREAS, the State of Nevada recognizes this ve~. special day, and.loins
with Americans across the nation in support of the National Day of Prayer,"

NOB] THEREFORI’~; I, KENNY C, GUINN, GOVERNOR OF THE
STATE OF NEI:ADA, do liereby proclaim lffay 4, 2006, as

A DAY OF PIL~,YER IN NEVADA

~.~4~6))(/~ ~~-f.~h~ l have hereunto

set my hand and caused the Great Seal ~ff the State of
Nevada to be a~xed at the Stole Capitol in Carson
City, this 1~ day o£    Febma~’ 2006
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO EXECUTIVE OFFICE ~TA F~ NEW--CO

" WHEREA& Congress, by Public Law 101-307 officially established an annuat
National Day of Prayer; and

WI-IEREAS,the National Day of Prayer belongs to all Americans, as it encompasses
the backgrounds" of all citizens and values the many faiths that they include; and

WItEREAS, great ~4merican leaders prayed for wisdom while forming this nation and
continue to look for spiritual guidance in confronting the many challenges of our day: and

WHEREAS, the United States, a country that was established by people from all    .
regions ql’the globe, rely upon our religious liberty in order to preserve the individualio, and
diversity that gives our nation its unique Hehness and strength of character; and

WHEREAS. the theme for this year is "America, Honor God"’: {

NOVg, ¯THEREFORE 11 Bill Richardson. Governor of the State of New Mexico, do
hereby proclaim May ".Y~. 2006 as:

Day of Prayer in New Mexico
throughout the State ojNew Mexico.

Rebecca Vigil.Giron
Secretary of State

Done at the £~ecutit~e Q~ce this
2ql~ day of March. 2006.

Wimess my hand and the Great Seal
of the Great State of New Mexico

Bill Richardson
Governor
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MICHAEL F. EASLEY
GOVERNOR

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF NORTH CARO[JNA

A PROCLAblATION

WHEREAS, National Days of Prayer have been part of our country’s heritage since the first otto
was declax¢d by the Continental Congzess in 1775; .and

WHEREAS, leaders of our Nation have relied upon the power of prayer throughout American
history; and

WHEREAS, May 4, 2006, marks the 55± con.~..cutive observance of the National Day of Prayer,
as mandated by both Cong~x~s and by our President in Public Law 100-307; and

WHEREAS, it is good that. we acknowledge that we are all God’ s handiwork and that it is
appropriate to call upon Him in pray¢~, and

WHEREAS, "America Honor God...I will honor those who honor m¢" is the theme for the 2006
National Day of Pmyr~,

NOW, THEREFORE, 1 MICHAEL F. EASLEY, Governor of the State of North Carolina, do
hereby proclaim May 4, 200~, as "NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER" in North Carolina and oa~,e our
cidze~ to join together in their homes, places of work, and places of worship, to pray for the unity of the
hearts of all mankind and to continue in prayer for our State and our Nation,

IN wrI’NESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my .hand and affixed the Great Seal of the State of
North Carolina at the Capitol in Raleigh,this eighteenth day of January in the year of our Lord two
thousand and six, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth.
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STATE OF OHIO

OFFICE OF TH~ GOVERNOR

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, a National Day of Prayer has been a part of our
nation’s histo~, since first being proclaimed by tile Continental Congress
in I775; and

WHEREAS, in 1863, President Abraham Lincoln signed a
proclamation asking Americans to set aside April 30~ as a day to "confess
national sins and to pray for clemency and forgiveness;" and

WHEREAS, such a day" has been observed nationally since 1952
when Congress and President Harry S. Truman provided lbr a National
Dab’ of Prayer "’on which the people of the United States may turn to God
in prayer and meditation;" and

WHEREAS, in 1988, legislation designating that a National Day
of Prayer is to be obser~’ed on fl~e first Thursday of every May was
unanimously rati fled by Congress and signed by President Ronald Reagan;
and

WHEREAS, Ohio is home to citizens of many faiths, and prayer
has long been a positive force that unites ~ur citizens and serves as a
source of inspiration and hope to countless individuals; and

WHEREAS, the Nationa! Day of Prayer will be observed on l

Thursday, May 4. 2006 with the theme "America~ Honor God;" and!
\VHEREAS, it is titling and proper to observe a Day of Prayer in

Ohio as a time when all citizens may acknowledge our blessings, express
gratitude, and recognize the continuing need for strong positive values to
guide our state and nation.

NOW, THERE FORE, I, BOB TAFT, Gove,’nor of the State
of Ohio, do hereby designate May 4, 2006 as

A DAY OF .PRAYER.
fluoughout the State of ()hio, which stands as an apt companion to our
state motto, "With God All "l’tings Are Possible?’

’ On this 4~I’ day of May, 2(X)6;

Bob Taft
Governor
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THE UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS
O~FICE OF THI~

GO~ME~ H~

Chadot~ A~lle, V,L ~2
~-~4-~1

A PROCLAMATION

BY THE GOVERNOR
OF THE

UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS

TO PROCLAIM NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
IN THE UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS

WHEREAS IN 1952, THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES ADOPTED A RESOLUTION
TO SET ASIDE AND PROCLAIM THE FIRST THURSDAY OF ,MAY OF EACH YEAR AS A "NATIONAL
DAY OF PRAYDR*; AND

WHEREAS THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2006 HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS NATIONAL DAY OF
PRAYER IN THE VIRGIN ISLANDS, COMMEMORATING THE 55TH ANNIVERSARY OF THIS
HISH’ORIC CE].EBRATION WITH THE THEME "~MERICA, HONOR GOD"; AND

WHEREAS ~wrIH ALL THE TRIALS AND TRIBULATION~ WE FACE DAI.L..Y., [I~A ,IyS
IMPORTANT THAT~VE LIVE EVER MINDFUL OF HIS JUSTICE AND GI’~ E’ITIANKS FOR HIS M N
BLESSING&

NOW, THEREFORE 1, CHARLES W. TURNBULL GOVERNOR OF THE UNIT ’ED STATES
VIRGIN ISLANDS, BY VIRTUE OF THE AUTI4ORITY VESTED IN ME BY THE REVISED ORGANIC
ACT OF 1954, AS AMENDED, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM MAY 4, 2006 AS "NATIONAL DAY OF
PRAYER" IN THE VIRGIN ISLANDS COMMEMORATING THE 53RD ANNIVERSARY OF THIS
HISTORIC CELEBRATION. I CALL UPON THE RESIDENTS OF THE TERRITORY TO JOIN WITH ME
IN OBSERVING THE OCCASION.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I HAVE HEREUNTO SET MY HAND AND CAUSED TI.-IE SEAL OF
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS TO BE AFFIXED AT CHARLOTTE
AMALI-E. ST. THOMAS, VIRGIN ISLANDS, THIS 2TTH DAY OF MARCH, A.D. 2006.

CHARLES W. TURNBULL
GOVERNOR

~VARGrRAVE RICHARDS
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
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PROCLAMATION
By the Governor of Alabama

q40~.RS, our nation was founded by men u,~ sought ~dom andguidancc
through praye~, and

q¢10~IS, t/ie ~tionalDay of Prayer u,~sfirs~, procC,,imed by the Con~nenta¢
ConereJs in 1775; and

q40~i~_,~, the Congress of the "UnitedStates, in 19.52, enact~l-~gislation sett~ng
aside a Day of,Pra)~rfor tke nat~t~ andin 1988, des~naled0iefirst "~qlursday in May as t/~¢
~tio~eaIDay of Prayer, and

WH~.AS, prayer has p~yed a strong r’o~ in our nattbn’~ hL,/o~ andherilage, as
many Ame~ans hav~ depetulCedon it for hzahng, hope and glddance; and

WH~AS, the observance of the ~ffonal Day of ~¥ayer has proved to fie a
poweqCul tool t hat luls brought together and united citizen.~ from dTroerse re6gious bac~rouzds
in an .e~f~n to face fi)ce "s challenges with renewed hop~" and

~M/E~S, this year raar~ t~e 55eh annual National Day of ~Pra)~r, and peop~
w~rgathcr together across our nation to obser~ t£~is s)vnbofic event:

~ eD/~FI3~I~ I, Bo6 ~~.y, Governor of the State of Alabama, do hereby
proclaim, May 4, 2006~ as

5 ationalDay of Prayer
in the Stat~ of Alabama.

Giv~ Utu~ My Hand and the Great Sea/of
the Office of the Gavernor at the State Capito¢
in the City of Montgomery on the 7th day of
March 2006.
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~onnzttitut

By Her Excellency M. Jodi Rell, Governor: an

Official Statement
,!~"ay 4, 2006 marks the 55th annual observance of the National Day
of Prayer. The theme of this year’s nationwide celebration is
"America, Honor God"; and

~z~ 1988, legislation was unanimously ratified by both houses of
Congress, and signed by President Ronald Reagan, stating that the
National Day of Prayer was to be observed on the first Thursday of
every May; and

,~ is fitting that we should give thanks for the freedom and
prosperity enjoyed by this State and our Nation and to pray for
continued guidance and comfort, which has graciously been
bestowed upon this Nation since its inception; and

~s caring citizens of this great State, we recognize prayer to be
both powerful and peaceful; now

~’~erefore, I, M. Jodi Rell, Governor of the State of Connecticut,
do hereby officially proclaim May 4, 2006, as the

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
in the State of Connecticut, and urge all citizens to observe this day
in ways appropriate to its importance and significance.
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PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, pIL~,YER IS A FUNDAMENTAL PART OF OUR NATION’S HERITAGE, WITH

THE FIRST NATION,~L DAY OF PRAYER PROCLAIMED BY THE
CONTtNENT,~L CONGRESS IN 1775; AND

WHEREAS, IN 1783, THE END OF A LONG, WEARYING REVOLUTIONARY WAR
MARKED A TEMPORARY END TO THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER; AND

WHEREAS, REVIVED AS AN ANNUAL OBSERVANC    BY CONGRESS IN 1952, THE
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER HAS BECOME A GREAT ~IFYING FORCE
FOR OUR CITIZENS FROM A DIVERSE Nt~.gdBER OF RELIGIOUS
BACKGROUNDS; AND

WHEREAS, THIS NATION HAS FERVENTLY SOUGHT DIVINE GUIDANCE AS IT
CHARTED WHAT HAS NOW BECOME THE PATH OF AMERICAN
HISTORY:

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, THOMAS J. VILSACK~ GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF IOWA. DO
HEREB    PROCLAIM MAY 4, 2006, AS

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

IN IOWA. AND CALL UPON CITIZENS TO RECOGNqZE THIS DAY IN HIS OR HER OWN
SPECIAL WAY.

IN TESTII~IONY WHEREOF, 1 HAVE ItERE-
UNTO SUBSCRIBED MY NAME AND
CAUSED THE GREAT SEAt, OF THE STATE
OF iOWA TO BE AFFIXED, DONE AT DES
MOtNES THIS 16th DAY OF MARCH IN THE
YEAR OF OUR LORD TWO THOUSAND SIX.

 i._ LSAC 
GOVERNOR

ATTEST:

CHESTER ]. CLL\, ER.
SECRETARY OF STATE
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THE PEOP~ ~; OF KANSAS, GREETINGS:

The NationalDay of Prayer is a tradition first pro~flaimed b~

in 1775; and
mark the 55~ consecutive observance of the National Day

May, since. President Harry Truman Officially

dayofprayer in 1952; and

WHEREAS. It is fitting and proper toobserve this dayin Kansas when
blessings, express gratitud~ for them, support our troops and pray for peace;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, KATHLEEN SEBELIUS. GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
KANSAS, do hereby proclaim May 4, 2006, as a

National Day of Prayer

in Kansas and urge all citizens to join in this 0b~ervan~e.

DONE: At the CapitOl in Topeka
ut~der.the Great Seal of
the.Stat~ this I g day ot"
March, A.D.12006



WHEREAS, since our nation’s founding, Americans have turned to prayer for
inspiration, strength and guidance; and

WHEREAS, especially since the tragic events of September 11, 2001 and the
Gulf Coast hurricanes of 2005, Americans have prayed for comfort in a time of grief, for
understanding in a time of anger, and for protection in a time of uncertainty; and

WHEREAS, our national leaders have historically called on the prayers of the
peopte, without regard to their religious affiliation, to meet the crises that have faced our
nation; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer was first proclaimed by the Continental
Congress in 1775; and

WHEREAS, President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thursday, April 30, 1863 as
a day of prayer as "an effective remedy for national ills for all people in all nations"; and

WHEREAS, the Congress of the United States, by legislative action in 1952 -
and amended in 1988 - declared the first Thursday of May to be a National Day of
Prayer,

NOW, THEREFORE. 1. JOHN E. BALDACCI, Govemor of the State of Maine, do
hereby proclaim May 4=, 2006 as

A DAY OF PRAYER
throughout the State of Maine, and urge all citizens to join in this observance.

In testimony whereof, 1 have caused
the Great Seal of the State to be

hereunto affixed GIVEN under my
hand at Augusta this twenty-second

day of March in the Year of our
Lord Two Thousand and Six.

Secretary of State
TRUE ATTESTED COPY

John E. Baldacci
Governor
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In 1952, Congre~’s called upon Prt~d~nt Truman to procl~tm ~t Day of Prayer nationwide- Prc~lent
Reagan amended the law in 1988, p~mancn@ ¢xtablisMng thermal Thursday of e~ery May ~ts the
National Day of Prayer; and

Prayer can play a valuable and productive role in sfrcngtheMng bonds of understanding, tolerance,
friendsln’p and unbly among all people; and

M~trylanders cherish our heritage of rellgious freedom and throughout our State and the Nation
events will take place to celebrate and honor ~he NatlonM Day of Prayer; and

:Maryland is plea~d to join in recognizing ¢he f~s¢ Thursday in May ax the N~’onM Day of Prayer.

NOW, rHEit~FOmr, I, ROB~Atr L ~,H~dCH, JR., GOVERNOR OF rtlE srar~ OF ~t~Y~, ao herd, y
proclaim May 4,. 2006 a~ NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER tn Maryland, and do commend thi~

¯ ob~nce to ~I1 of our citlzen~
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Executive
Office

Jennifer M. Granhotm
Governor

CERTIFICATE OF PROCLAMATION

h~r~h~ troop:[aim ~ 4, 2006, as

A Day of Prayer

i Whereas, National Days of Prayer are a venerable American tradition, the first such day having been
::: proclaimed by the Continental Congress on July 20, 1775; and,

..... !. Whereas, In Michigan we are fortunate to have been blessed with beautiful rivers, lakes, fields, forests,
and a people who, through hard work and intellectual effort and toil, have made countless cultural,
industrial, agricultural, and educational advancements for the enrichment of life for all our citizens; and,

Where., In addition to having many blessings for which we should be thankful, our society is also faced
with difficult challenges international unrest, and uncertain changing times which test our people and
challengs.their beliefs; and,

where~ Aday of prayer allows us the opportunity tO acknowledge our many blessings, to contemplate
~hV ~us.challenges that we, as a society and a nation, face here at home and throughout the world,

.... an~ to ~dedicate ourselves to helping others, strengthening our personal faith, and joining together to

:ii~.. ’ ~reiid.hopei peace, and love among all people; and now therefore be it,

Jennifer M. Granholm, Governor of the State of Michigan, do hereby proclaim May 4,
,:ADay of~er in Michigan.

Governor
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WHEREAS: Minntmota is a state that enjoys so man), blessings: natural beauty, abund,anl resources,
strong familR.~, a diversified economy, native peoples, and immigrants from all over
the world; and

Minnesota is challenged by lhe pervasive enemies of humankind: poverty, sickness,
hunger, injustice, preiudice, discouragement, grt~_q, crime, and alienation; and

WHEREAS: Mirmesotans taave always had high standards of excellence, jmstice, generosity,
freedom, equality, and progress and have faced their problems with resolve; and

~,VI IEREAS:

WHEREAS:

We know our state has been ~trengthened by the conscience-based actions of people of
f~ith in all wMks of life; and

We know man}, of the challenges we face require a change of heart, which government
cannot Ic.gialate or ~.’,nfon:e. but which spiritt,al growfla can bring about: and

!,V H EREAS; Our Constitution begins with these words, "We the people of the state of Minm...~ta,
grateful to ~ for our civil and religious liberty, and desiring to perpetuate ita~
blessings and secure the ~me to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish
thk~ Constitution,"

Now, THEREFOgE, I, TIM PAWLENTY, Governor of M.tnnesota, do hereby proclaim Thursday,
Ivlay 4, 2006, as:

DAY OF PRAYER
in the State of Minnow. ota and humbly encourage citizer~s of faith to turn to God as their
understanding and beliefs direct, that we may open our hearts in t.hanksgiving for blessings received
and to seek strength, ~;isdom and encot,ragement to build a better .Minne-~ta for all our people.

SECKRE.T~RY O~,~TF. g

IN Wl’l~.q~qS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my
hand ,and cau~d, the Great Seal of the State of
Minnesota to be affixed at the State Capitol this 14th
day of March in the year of our Lord two thousand
and six, and of the State the one hundred forty-
seven th.
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

WHEREAS, Ou~ nation was foundedon a firm and faithful bedrock; by. men who tamed
to their God for guidance through prayer, and prayerful reverence has since .sustained ou~
society ~d guided our goverr~eat; ~d

WHEREAS, In 1775, the Continental Congress designated a National Day of Prayer~ an
action reaffirmed in 1952 when ~he United States Congress designaled the first Thursdgy
in May as an annual National Day of Prayer; and

WHEREAS, Prayer allows us an oplmmmit~ to. r~flect and to seek guidance, strength,
comfort and ir~spiration from. Almighty God;and

WtIEREAS, In these trying times, when the woflfiislso Un,settled.and when .so many
brave ~citizmas of Missiasippi and the United ~:!’,~ far.!;fromhomel making great
sacrifict~ for those abroad and those heat a{ ~i ,Pr~~er’~i:be~mes: all~’ more
meaningful and important; and

¯ people will gather together acrossour aatloa tO observe this:~t.e~nt:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Haley Barbour, Governor of the State.of Mississippi, hereby
proclaim May 4~, 2006, as

THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

in the Stat~ of Mississippi.

IN WITNESS WHERI~OF, 1
have hemmto set my hand a~d
caused th~ Great Seal of the
State of Mississippi to be

DOtCE at the Capitol ia the
City of Ja~ on the s~cotut
day of Febrttary in the year Of
our Lord, two thotmad and
six, aad of the Independence of
the United Sta~s of America,
the ~.vo hundred and thkti"""""’~h.
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~ov~noR

February 2, 2006

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
STATE OF" MONTANA

Lr.

Beth Nachbar
P.O. Box 15616
Colorado Spdngs, CO 80935-5616

Dear Beth,

I am delighted to join Montanans of every faith in recognition of Thursday, May 4,
2006, as National Day of Prayer.

This event is an opportunity to recognize the magnificent diversity of religious
belief across America and Montana and should serve to unite people of faith from
every culture and tradition.

Sincerely,

BRIAN SCHWEITZER
Governor

STa’r~ C.~rro~, . P,O. Box 200801 ,, H~L.~.~A. MONT~tNA 5962:0-080t
Tm.~si,~o~.F.: 406-444-311I * FAx: 4,06-444-5529 * W~:I~S~T~: WWW..~T.~OV
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.............State of
North Dakota
Offi c e of t I~ e G o ~,e r, o r

John Hoeven

P R 0 C I ,. k MA q "I 0 N
DAY OF PRAYER

MAY 4, 2006

WHEREAS, since our nation’s founding, Americans have turned u.., prayer for hope, strength,
comfort and protection i~ times, of grief, anger and urlcertaiilty; and

~XWtEREAS, Nadonal Days of Prayer are a venerable American tradition, the first such day
having been proclaimed by the Continental Congress on July 20, 1775, to affirm the nation’s
spiritual heritage and to enlist prayer for local, state and national leaders; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that we observe a day to acknowledge our many blessings, express
gratitude, and reco~ze the need to strengthen religious and moral values in our stare and
throughout the nadon; and

WHEREAS, a day of prayer, is also an opportunity to renc\v and inspire the joy wc find in our
tSfith, friends, family and communities, to remember those who are suffering and facing
hardships, and to pray for peace throughout the world; and

\VHEREAS, a day of prayer is a day. to remember our brave mort and women who are fighting
to defend ou~ coutltrv :rod preserve (mr frcedonls, and to recognize those who have rctumcd
safely home m their ~amily and friends; wc also honor those.who have nwdc the ultimate
sacri.fice in service to our nation and the families who mourn their loss; and

WHEREAS, the L".nitcd States Cqngress has set aside the first Thursday in May as a National
Day of Prayer, :fllowing us :;m oppommit.v to celebrate our freedoms and .-\merica’s great
~raditkm of prayer.

NOW, THEREFORE, as Gm’ernor of the Stare of North 13akota, I d,:, hercl;y proclaim
May 4, 2006, a DAY OF PRAYER in thc state of North Dak~ta.

600 E Boulevard Ave
Bismarck, N 1.) 58505-.0001

l’h(:)m~: 701,32s,2200
t:ax: 701.328.2205
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State of Rhode Island and Providence Flantations

GUBERNATORIAL I:’ROCLAMATION

Whereas, our national leaders have historically called on rite prayers of the people, without
regard to their religious affiliation, to meet the crises lhat ha~e faced our nation; and

Wherea~, the National Day of Prayer was first proclaimed by the Corttinental Congres~ in 1775,
ar.d President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thursday, April 30, 1863, as a day of prayer as "JAn
effective r~maedy for national ills for all people in all nations"; and

Wherea~ by joining together on ~ vet3" importm~t day, we are reminding ’ourselv~ and the
entire nation of the strong presence of pra.~.r in our daily lives;

NOW, TItEREFORE, I, DONALD L. CARCIEI]I, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM,

May 4, 2006
as

National Day of Prayer

in the State of Rhode Island and call on all citizens to join me in recognizing the importance of
this day.

In recognition whereof, I ha~,e hereby set my hand
and caused the Seal of the State of Rhode Island and
Providence Plamation~ to b~ hereunto affLxed this 4th
day of May 2006.

Donald L. Carcieri
Governor

Matthew A. Brown
Secretary of State
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 :otaernor’g  rodamatian    --
first called for in 1775 when the Continental Congress
asked the colonies to pray for wisdom in forming a nation,
days of prayer have continued through our counts history;
and

the National Day of Prayer was established as an annual
event in 1952 by a joint resolution of the United States
Congress and signed into law by President Harry S.
Truman; and

the National Day of Prayer belongs to: all Ameflcans; it is a
day that transcends differences, bringing together citizens
from all backgrounds and faiths to pray for wisdom,
guidance, and protection on behalf of our families,
government leaders, military, and civil servants; and

the 2006 National Day of Prayer provides an opportunity to
pray for our nation, its people, and its leaders while
honodng the commitment to religious liberty and tolerance
that contributes to our continued strength.

NOW, THEREFORE, !, Mark Sanford, Governor of the Great State of
South Carolina, do hereby proclaim May 4, 2006, as

SOUTH CAROLINA DAY OF PRAYER
throughout the state and encourage all South Carolinians to celebrate .this
event inca manner consistent with their own faith.

STA~ or Sou’m
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PR
STATE    OF TENNESSEE

OCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer is a tradition first proclaimed by the
Continental Congress in 1775; and

WHEREAS, throughout our nation’s history, many of our leaders have always
turned to prayer in times of crisis; and

WHEREAS, legislation was passed unanimously in 1988 by both Houses of
Congress and signed by President Ronald Reagan setting aside the first Thursday in
May of each year as a National Day of Prayer; and

WHEREAS, Congress has declared May 4, 2006 as the 55th consecutive
observance of the National Day of Prayer;, and

WHEREAS, I join with our President and the Governors of the United States, and
invite Tennesseans of faith to join in prayer for our nation and our state;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Phil Bredesen, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do
hereby proclaim May 4, 2006 as

National Day of Prayer

in Tennessee, and encourage my fellow citizens to recognize the importance and
significance thal this day has for people of all faiths.

IN; WITNESS WHEREOF, Ihave hereunto set
my hand and caused the official seal of the
State of Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville
on this 8th day of March, 2006.

Governor

"etary of State
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STATE OF TEXAS
OFF-~CE OF’ THE C-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-~)VERNOR

The year was 1775, and the early foundations of our nation were being laid.

tt was a day and time of great expectation. An unprecedented period in world

histot2,.,, these early years were ones in which the founding fathers well "knew the

formidable task thal laced them. So it came to pass that the Continental Congress

asked the colonies to join in prayer as they moved toward forming the greatest

democracy lhe world has c~,er k_nown. Later, President Abraham Lincoln, in 1863,

called for a day of"humiliation, fasting and prayer."

Embracing our heritage and building on our early foundation, we are asked

again this year to join in prayer as a state and nation for the 55t~ A~mual National

Day of Prayer. Throughont our history, Americans have turned to prayer and

reflection, during times of strength and times of diffieuhy, in moments of joy and

moments of despair, seeking comfort, giving thanks, asking for God’s guidance

and abiding grace.

G*~ has blessed us and shed His grace on this great land, but each of us has

the responsibility to treasure, protect and strenglhen its foundation for the

generations to come.

As our nation comes together, let us all pray for a unity of hearts and

righleousness for this great state, this great nation and all mankind.

Rick Perry. Governor of Texas, do hereby proclaim May 4, 2006,

A Day of Prayer

in Texas, and urge the appropriate
recognition wher~"o f.

In official recognition whereof,
I hereby affix my signature this the

of March, 2006.
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STATE OF VERMONT

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

A PROCLAMATION

V~q|EREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WttEREAS,

NOW, THEREFORE,

the first National Day of Prayer was established on July 20, 1775; and

the National Day of Prayer is a day set aside by Congress for
Americans to pray and reaffirm the spiritual principles upon which
this nation was founded; and

during the early ),ears, citizens of this emerging nation were
frequently united in observance of prayer; and

citizens of Vermont may wish to join in observance of the National
Day of Prayer in the hope that problems, both within our nation and
overseas, may be peacefully resolved.

I, James H, Douglas, Governor of the State of Vermont, do hereby
proclaim May 4, 2006, as a

DAY OF PRAYER

in Vermont.

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State
of Vermont this 28~Ja day of March, A.D. 2006.

By the Governor:

Neale F. Lundervilte
Secretary of Civil and Military Affairs
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WHEREAS, on April 17, 1952, the Congress of the United States approved the Joint
Resolution to provide for setting aside an appropriate day as a National Day of Prayer (Public

Law 82-324; 66 Stat. 64); and

WHEREAS, the history of our nation is indelibly marked with the role that prayer has
played in the lives of individuals and the nation; and

WHEREAS, historically our greatest leaders have mined to prayer in times of crisis and
thanksgiving; and

WHEREAS, the virtues of prayer reflect a common bond: hopes and aspirations, sorrows
and fears~ remorse and renewed resolve, thanks and joyful praise, and love;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Christine O. Gregoire, Governor of the state of Washington, do
hereby proclaim May 4, 2006, as the

Day of Prayer

in Washington State, in keeping with the wishes of the Congress of the United States, and I urge
all citizens to join me in this special observance.

Signed this 20t~ day of January, 2006
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PR 0 C LA  IATI ON

JiLL TO W~40M THESE PRY.SEIqTS COME -- GR2~ETINGS:

WHEREAS, America was founded on the principles of religious
faith and freedom; and

WHEREAS, throughout the history of our state and nation, we
have humbly prayed for guidance and comfort where needed, and
have given thar~ks for our ~ blessings that God has graciously
bestowed on this nation since its inception; and

WHEREAS, the National Day o£ Prayer is a day set aside by
Congress for all Americans to pray and reaffirm the spiritual
principles upon which this nation was founded; and

WHF~EAS, this year marks the 54t" A/~niversarv of the~
consecutive annual observance of the National Day of {rayer, ~)
the theme "God Shed His Grace on ~nee," h~sed on Hebrew~ 4"16~
(NqV) "Let us ~hen approach the throne of grace with confide~ce~

timeS° thatof need.";we may andreceive mercy and find grace to help us in our                                                       >

WHEREAS, across our nation on May 5, Americans will unite
at specific time sin prayer for our nation and state to
acknowledge our dependence on God, to give thanks for ~ many
blessings our country has received from Him, to reco~ize our
need for personal and corporate renewal and~ral values, and to
invoke C~’s blessings upon our leaders and’ ask God to heal and
unite our nation and state;

NOW, THERE"FORE, I, Mike Huckabee, acting under the
authority vested in me as Governor of the State of Arkansas, do
beret6, proclaim May 5, 2005, as

A DAY OF PP~YER

in the State of Arkansas and urge all residents to pray with
diligence, humility and obedience and seek the face of Almighty
God to direct our paths in the days and years ahead.

II~ TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great Seal of the State of Arkansas to. be affixed

day of April, in the year of our Lord 2005.

MIKE HUCKABEE,    GOVE~%NOR

CHARLIE DANIELSo    SECRETARY
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.|r~B L’SL,~,| i

Day of Prayer

WHEREAS. millions of people tmughout the world �onsider prayer the most Important
utterance of manldnd; and

WHIERIEAS, prayer comforts us In Uses o4 sorrow and gives us strength and hope for the
future; and

WHERF-~$, throughout the hi.tory O4 our stlto and nation, Americans hsv~ given thanks to
God for the many blessings which God has graciously bestowed o41 our naUon and haVe
humbly prayed f~r guidance. ~omfort and pr~tec~olt; and

WHEREAS. we �onUnua to give thanks f~" the men and women of the military who defend
freedom, and we humbly ask God for their prota~timl and pr4y Ior peace throughout the world.
We ask G~d to keep His hand upon us and bleSs the great Stat~ of Florida and the United
States of Am°rice; and
WHF.J~.AS. the National Day of Prayer is recognized by Congress as a day for all Americans to
prey ahd reaffirm the spiritual prin~ipiss upon which our nation was founded: and

WHEREAS, this year is the 54m anniversary of the �~nsecuUVe annual observance of the
National D~y of Prayer, with this yeses theme, "God Shed His Grace ~n Thee." based on

rocalvo mere’ and frmd grar.~ to holp us m ~,t- ...... need ,

WHEREAS, on May 5, 2005, Americans acmes our nation and state will unite in prayer to
acknowledge our dopendon(:e upon God, give thanks 1or me many blessings our country has
received from Him, rocogntzs our need for personal and community repentance and renewal,
Invoke God’s blessings upon our lem:lere mid ask God to prote~t and bloss our nation;

NOW, THEREFORE, L Jab Bush, Governor of tho 8talo of Florida, do hereby °xtond greetings
and blessings to all observing National Day of Prayer, May 5. 2005.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I
have hot°unto set my band
and caused ~he Great ~lii of
the Sta~ of Fiodda to be lfflxed
at Tallshaasee. the Capital, this
31"t day �~ March in the year

~ GOVERNOR
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WHgREAg t~ ¢it~ of the ~tate of idaho ore a &v~r~e people. ~itb .e~y ~ ~atio~ and

"W~ humbi~ ar, d fer~ntly ~plm~ dw air~gh~y dl~p~r of ~ts- ~o maintai, the
and to ble.~ ow nation with wanq~lity, imdcr ~ b~n~ ~n~ w¢ may ~ t~ suture# of
happ~.~ and gl~J. to whk~h we are de, tined by n~tur~ and by nmw’~ "s god. "- Dfflli~m Penn. I

"While the p~aple ~ vlrtuo~ ~ey cannot be subdued, but when they Iron their virtue, they will
be rmdy to ,urr~der tbeir lib~tia to the fu~ ozernal or internal lm~d~r. ",~ms¢l Admm while
signin~ d~ D~lar~tion oflnd~pmdcnc~ 1776

NA TIONAL DA Y OF PRA

s~~.~P~VT~Y OF STRT~



WHERF.A~, millions of men and women ~ross :l~ ration ~e~

~t~ ~ ~r ~ ~w ~d ~m~y e~ ~ ~

WHF~FAX
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 TATE OF ]INDL NA
EXECUT/V~ DEI~RTMENT

INDIANAPOLIS

prayer ~o the Almighty God is regurdcd by million~ ~ the mo~ importln! u~e~-.mcc of
mankind for ~ ben~’i~, and

prayer h~s aided many in times where support and guidan~ arc n~..d~:l; and

it is fitting tha* v~ should give thanks for the fn~dom and prosperity which our
and ~/ate enjoy and to pray for the ~ontinued guidance and comfort which God has
graciously I~towed upou this nation ~ince its inception; and

the Day of Prayer is a time set aside for Americans to pray to their heavenly Father and
to reaffirm the spiritual principles uIxm which our nation was founded; and .

the ~ta~ or" Indi~a and lt~e United Sm~s of America can and will benefit from

this year’s the.me, "G~d Shed Hi~ grace wq thee," is inspired by the exhortation
Hebrews 4:16 N1V, ~...l~t us ~ approach ttw thnme o/’,grm~ with cmrf’M¢~�~,
that w~ m~y zx~dr¢ tn¢~ ~nd /’md ,$rm~� to lwJp us in oar time of ~�~d," and

the N~mml I~y of Prayer provides a powerful opportunity for people to hum~le
theanselves I~ore tl~ Aln~,h~ and to s~ic the’zed~mins and pre.servins grace" of
which Lincoln so dcx:iucntly spoke in asking God to "~hed His grace" on us; and

across our land, on May .~,, Americans will unite at specific ~ ~ ~r for ~

~s ~r ~ ~ ~i~ ~m Him, m ~ ~r n~ for ~ ~d
~te ~£ of ml ~ a~ ~ $~h ~’s bl~s u~ ~r ~ and

it ~ fi~ng ~ ~~ I~ ~n¢~ ~ we ~ ~ ~ t~ for ~�
b~ we ~ve enj~ ~n~ A~’s

1, Mitchell L Daniels,Jr., Gowmor of the State of Indimm, do hereby proclaim May 5,
2005, ~

DAY OF PRAYER

direction in the days and yeat~ ahead.

Tmid ~
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

DONE AT THE CAPITOL, in ,fie City of/::~kfo~ thh
lr~ day of Apdl, in the ~ of Ou~ Lozd Two Thomand

Fir~ stud in the 213~ year of the Commonwe~hh.
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GOVERNOR MITT ROMNEY

Ete~ Amerk~ lure the f~dom to w~ship mai pray as lg or si~ desi~ and

IqATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER IN MASSA~’~IUSE’FrS

GOD SAV~ TH~ COMMONWEALTH OF IVO, SSACHUS~’S
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Office of the Governor
State of Mi uri

 lamatiOn

WHEREAS, the 54’~ ob~an~e of the Nalimml Day of Praye~ will be held May
5, 2005, a~ mandated by both hou~e~ of Congret~ and by our Pr~identin Public Law
100-307: and

WHEREAS, ~ year’s Nmimal Day of Praye~ theme is "C:md Shed Hi~ Grace on

enjoy ~a~d pnty that the Almighty will �~mtinue t~ ble~ lhi~ ration and protect ~ ~e
and pri~iPles firm ~he eaemies of ~Y; and

pre~nt help in ramble~, md

WHEREAS, it is appmp~ate tha~ we acknowledge we ar~ all God’~ handiwork.

NOW THEREFORF~ L Matt Blunt. GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI, do
hereby proclaim May 5~ 2005,

NATIONAL .DAY OF PRAYER

lN TI~-’TIMONY "~IEREOF. I have hereunto set my ~ grid cauta~:to be affixed the
Cheat Szal of the State of Miasoud, in the City of Jeffetm~ thig t4a day of January 2005.
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WH£REAS,

WHEREAS,

WIIERE.4S,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

NOW~

1775; and

~ Supreme Court has a.Oirmed ~ right of state iegi’slamres to open
their sess~oas ~ prayer emd the Septmete Capri ~md the United States
Congress, themsdve~ begin each day with prayer;, and

as ¯ National l~y Of P~ wa~ passed unaninu’uslY by bath House~ of
Cons~s and signed by President Ronald Reagan; and

TI~ Nan’onal Da~ of Prayer is an oppomtnity for Americans of all fai~s

thanks for blesslegs re~ei~en~ ~ request healing fro" woo~ds endsmed.
and to a~ God ~o geide o~r leaders and bring wholeness to the United
State~ and her citi~tu," and

Ibis y,mr maria O~e 54t!~ Annual National Day of Pr~’~ its tkenw
~ag "G~ Sh~ i!~ G~e ~ Thee" ~fl~ng ~e ~ in

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

{(



MICHAEL F. EASLEY
GOVERNOR

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

2OO5

BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

A PROCLAMATIO]~

WHEREAS. National Days of Prayer have been par~ of our country’s heritag~ since thc first one
was declared by the Continental Congress in 1775; and

WHEREAS, leaders of our Nation have relied upon the power of prayer throughout American
history’; and

WHEREAS, May 5. 2005. marks the 54~ consecuti,,’e observance of the National Day of Prayer, as
mandated by both houses of Congress and by om President in Public Law 100-307; and

WHEREAS. il is good that.w~ acknowledge that we are all God’s hm~diwork and that it is
approprtate to call upon Him in prayer, and

WHEREAS. "God Shed His Grace on Thee...Let us then approach the throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and I’md grace to help us in our dme of need" is the theme
for the 2005 National Day of Prays’r;

NOW, THEREFORE, [ MICHAEL F. EASLEY. Governor of the State of’North Carolina. do
hereby proclaim May 3, 2005, as a "DAY OF’ PRAYER" in North Carolina, and urge our citizens to
join together in their homes, places of work. and places of worship, to pray for the unity of the hearts
of all mankind, and to continue in prayer for our State and our Nation.

IN WITNFLSS WHEREOF. I have hereunto .set my hand and affixed the Great Seal of the State
of North Carolina at the Capitol in Raleigh this fifteenth day of Februar~ in the year of our Lord
thousand and five, and of thc Independence of the United State~ of America th~ two hundred and
twenty-ninth.
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In 1775, the Continental Cong~ss asked the colonies to join in prayer,

seeking wisdom whon faced with the responsibility and opportunity of forming

this greatest of natiom we call home. Prayer has remained an integral pm of our

rich history, as many Americans of all faiths regularly gather to pray fo~ our

nation, its people and its leaders.                          ~-

We ar~ asked again this year to join together in prayer as a state and nation

on Thursday, May 5, 2005, for the 54* Annual Nationai Day of Prayer. The ,spirit

ofthis year’s theme, "God Shed His Gra~ on Thee," is reflected in Hebr~w~ 4:16,

"Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive

mercy and find grace to help us in our time ofneed." Throughout our history,

Americans have turaed to prayer and refl~tion, during times of strength

weakness and in moments of joy and despair, seeking comfort, giving thanks and

asking for guidance and grace when we need it most.

God has blessed us and shed His grace on this greta land, but each of us has

the responsibility to tn:asure, protect and strengthen it~ foundation for the

generations to come.

As our nation comes together, let us all pray for a unity of hearts and
righteousness for this great state, this great nation and all munkind.

I, Rick Pen% Governor of Texas, do hereby proclaim May 5, 2005,

A Day of Prayer

in Texas, and urge the appropriate
:ecognition whereof.

In official recognition whereof.
I hereby affix my ~igaatu~ this the
15t day of February, 2005.
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CER TIFICA oy RECO NITION

VIRGINIA DAY OF PRAYER

WHEREAS. prayer plays a powerful role in the lives of people ofall cultures,
religions and backMounds and servc~ as a source of moral and spiritual guidance for
millions throughout our Commonwealth and nation; and

V~d~_J~EAS, National Day of Prayer was first observed by members of the
Cot~Ainenutl Congt~-ss in 1775 and President Truman signed a joim resolution
declaring an mmual National Day of Prayex in 1952; and

WHEREAS, the 10O~ United States Congr~s passed a t~,-solution on May 5,
1988. proclaiming the o~ of the National Day of Prayer on the first Thursday
of May each year therca~cr, and

¯ VI~I]~REAS, the theme for this day of prayer, God Shed His Grace on
comes ~rom the scripture Hebrews 4:16. which says to "Let us therefore approach the
throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help
us in our lime of need"; and

WHEREAS. Virginia Day of Prayer is recognized by Virginia~ and Americans
of-,di religious faiths, and those who participate will join in prayer for our loved onc~
and fo~ our enemies, and to reaffirm our course as a democratic nation with the
p~mise of liberty and jtmtice for all;

NOW. THEREFORE, 1, Mark 11. Warner, do hereby recogniz~
May 5, 2005, as VIRGINIA DAY OF PRAYER in the COIVI1VIOIWVVEALTH OF
VIRGINIA, and I call this observance to the attention at’all our citizens.
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A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the citizens of the State of Wiscousin are a diverse group of people of
nearly every nationality aM represented by a ~fiety of religious traditions; and

WHERE;AS, the history of our state is replete with leaders who voluntarily call upon
their God, from the prayers sent lmavenward during the Constitutional Convention to those
murmured in the heat of the bark at Omaha Beach during World War el, to the intercessions
offered in th~ aftermath of tragedies such as Columbine, Sept~mher 11~t, and the space shuttle
break up, whether ~e need b¢ gr~at or small, Americans of faith have sought the Lord’s help
with life’s challenges and adversities throughout our history; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of the State of Wisconsin have relied on prayer as a source of
st~gth and guidance in war and peace and as our service men and women are currently
defending the Uniied States; and

WHEREAS, the theme for the upcoming observance is "God Shed His Grace on
Thee"... Hebrews 4:!6: "Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need": and

WHEREAS, prayer is a comfort for many people, especially during times of trial and
tribulation; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Wisconsin should gather together on this day in their homes,
churches, meeting places and chosen places of worahip to pray in their own way for unity of the
hearts of all mankind, and for strong moral character in the lives of the people of all nations, as
well as, peace and understanding throughout the world;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jim Doyle, Governor of the State of Wisconsin, do hereby
proclaim May $, 2e05

WISCONSIN DAY OF PRAYER

in and ! commend this observance to all citizens.

IN TESTL~ONY WHEREOF, i have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the
State o£ Wisconsin to be affixed. Done at the
Capitol in the City of Madison this seventeenth
day of February in the/ya~ar two thousand five.

State
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By Her Excellency M. Jodi Reil, .Governor: a

PROCLAMATION
~]ay 5, 2005 marks the 54th annual observance of the National Day of Prayer. The
theme of this year’s nationwide celebration is "God Shed His Grace on Thee"; and

In 1988, legislation was unanimously ratified by both houses of Congress, and signed by
President Ronald Reagan, stating that the National Day of Prayer was to be observed on

the first Thursday of every May; and

It is fitting that we should give thanks for the freedom and prosperity enjoyed by this
State and our Nation and to pray for continued guidance and comfort, which has
graciously been bestowed upon this Nation since its inception; and

..tgs earing citizens of this great State, wc recognize prayer to be both powerful and
peaceful’- now

~herefore, I, M. JODI ILELL, Governor of the State of Connecticut, do hereby officially
proclaim May 5. 2005, as the

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Connecticut, and urge all citizens to observe this day in ways appropriate

to its importance and significance.
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
STATEMENT

IN OBSERVANCE OF
A DAY OF PRAYER

WherlmS. tt is noteworthy that at our country’s inception there was a clear mandate to
protect citizens" religious freedom and to c~eata an atmosphere where prayer in the public
square was not only acceptable, but embraced; end

Whm. this year’s National Day of Prayer theme, "God Shed His Grace on:~Thes"
allows us the opportunity m punctuate the importance of vigilance in maintaining the cherished
rights that under gird American life: the freedom to gather and worship and to pray according
to the dictates of their conscience; and

Whema~. in his first inaugural address. George Washington related, "it would be
peculiarly improper to omit, in this first official act, my fervent supplications to that Almighty
Being who rules over the universe, who presides in the councils of the nations and whose
providential aids can supply every human defeat, that His benediction may consecrate to the
liberties end happiness of the people of the United States’; and

~. the Congress of the United States. by legislative action in 1988, declared the
first Thursday in May to be ¯ National Day of Prayer; and

Where.. National Day of Prayer observances are planned in all 50 states and territories,
a tradition which was established in 1952 by an act of Congress and since has become a
treasured part of our nation’s heritage of faith; end

~. the First State has led the nation in so many other areas, it b proper and
f’rt~ing that Delaware lead in encouraging and recognizing those who look for answers to
problems, while seeking comfort through preyer.

Now, Tlmmfore, We, Ruth Ann li~rmm~r, ~overnor,
and Jol~ C. C~ney, J~’., Lieutena~ Govemcr,

do hereby declare May 5, 2005

A DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Delaware, end invite our fellow Delewarsens to gather together on this day in
their homes, churches and in various meeting places to prey in their own way for unity of the
hearts of all mankind. We ask our creator to give wisdom end favor to our leaders, bless our
nation with peace and the joy of working together to pro.vide health, prosperity and freedom for
our children and our children’s children.
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WHEREAS, many people across the United States seek comfort and joy through prayer and
fellowship, and millions will gather on May 5 for the 54~ annual National Day of Prayer with its
2005 theme "God Shed His Grace on Thee"; and

WHEREAS, dais tradition was established in 1952 by an act of Congress, and since then
has become a treasured par~ of our nation’s heritage of faith; and

WHEREAS, in churches and other places of worship, Americans across the country will
gather to pray for wisdom and guidance; and

WHEREAS the diverse citizens of Hawai’i seek the fi’eedom to worship according to theix

own conscience; and

WHEREAS, this fundamental right is guaranteed by our nation’s First Amendment to the
Constitution; and

WHEREAS, this observance strives to help the people of Hawai’i draw strength from our
Creator and reaffirm the importance of prayer,

NOW, THEREFORE, l, LINDA LINGLE, Governor of the State of Hawai" i, do hereby
proclaim May 5, 2005, to be

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
in the Aloha State, and encourage our citizens to join in prayer on this day.

DONE at thc State Capitol, in the Executive Chambers, Honolulu, State of Hawai’i, this twenty-
eighth day of April 2005.

Linda ~
Governor, State of Hawai’i
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State of New Hampshire
By His Excellency

John Zynch, Governor

A Proclamation

DAY OF PRAYER IN NEW HAMPSHIRE
MAY 6, 2005

WliEREAS, New !tampshire wishes ,o join with other states and the federal government in
ack:lowledging the importance of prayer in the lives of its citizens: and

\\:IIEREAS, The theme of this year’s Day of Prayer is "God Shed llis Grace on thee,’"
s~,mbolizing God’s ble~ing on our eountD’ and for those in positions of leadership at the local.

s~ate, and federal level: and

WHEREAS. in times of u~certainty, people ha~’e used prayer as a way to find ~’~th strength and
courage in themselves and in the world around them; and

WIIEREAS. in times o.r prosperity, people have used prayer as a means to g!vc thanks fo~ their
g~rd fortune :,rid for tllcir freedom as citizens of the United States and of New Hampshire~ and

WIIEREAS. for many of our citizens, prayer provide~ solace: a ~,ay IO connect with one’s self
~md determine those things that are important in their lives: and

\\llEREAS, since 1952. the nation has celebralcd the National Day of prayer: and

,NIIEREAS. this is the 54~ observance of this important day:

NOW, THEREFORE, l. JOitN H. LYNCII, GOVERNOR of the state of New Hampshire. do
hereby proclaim May 6, 2005. as Day of Pra.ver in New Hampshire. ! urge Granite State
rc,~idcnts to consider the importance of prayer in the lives of millions of Americans, and for those
that wish to take tim~ to pray in accordance to their belief.

Given at the Executive Chamher in
Concord, this 20th day of Apdl. in the year of Our
Lord two thousand and five. and the independence

o[" the United States of America. two hundred and
t~vcnty-nine-

~...../ Governor
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STATEOF  ’ MmCO EXECUTIVE OFFICE S AmNE m aCO

WHEREAS, Congress, by Public Law ]01-307. officially establi.thed an annual,

National Day of Prayer: and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Pra3’er belongs to all Americans: it is a day. that
brinH- together citi:ens from all backgrounds and respects the rich and diverse fait&t that
include; and

WHEREAS, great American leaders prayed for wisdom while forming this nation and
continue to look for spiritual guidance as ~,~ confront the many challenges of our day: and

WItERE/IS, the United States. a country that was established by people from all
regions of the globe, rely upon our religious liberty in order to preserve the individuality and
diversity that gives our nation its unique richness and strength of character; and

WHEREAS, the theme for ibis" year is "God Shed His Grace on Thee": and

NOW, THEREFORE L Bill Richardson, Governor of the State of New Mexico. do
hereby proclaim bta). ’ 5. 200~ as:

"gVationaf ©ay of   rayer"
throughout the State of New M~xico.

Done at the Executive Office this
24’~ day of Februar); 2005.

Witness my hand and the Great Seal
of the Great State Of New Mexico

Bill Richardson
Governor
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..... State of
North Dakota
John Hoeven

PROCL,~MATION
DAY OF PRAYER

MAY 5, 2005

W’HERF.a~, since our n~on’s founding, Am~ricma* have turned to pt~yer for hope,
comfort mqd protecmon in ~es of grief, at~ and uncertain~’; and

~IZHERF_a~, NationM D.a.v~ of Prayer .-tre, venerable Ame~icma ~raflifion. the first *uch day ha¢ing
been proclaimed by the Continental Congr~ on July 20, 1775, to ,tTtrm the nation’s spiritual
he~tage ~nd t~ enlist pr~ycr for local, suite and national leaders; ~md

~’I-IEREAS, it i~ fitting that ~’e obse~’e a day to acknowledge o~ many blcs.’dng~, express
gratitude, ~d teco~ ~e need m s~cn~ re~ and mo~ Woes ~ our sta~ and
thm~om the ~; and

WHER~..AS, a day of prayer it tdso an opportunity to renew rind inspire the joy we find in our f~ith,
fiatmd~, family and communities, to t’erneml~r those who are suffering and facing hardships, and to
pr~y for peace throughout the world; ~d

WHERF_.AS, a day of prayer is a day to remember our brave men and wtmacn who ~xc fighting to
defend our counm.° and prcaw.rve o~r freedom.% and to recognize thos~ who have ,eturned safely
home to their family and friends: vre also honor those who have made the ultimute sac.tafice in
serrice to our nation and the families who mourn theh" loss; and

~grFIF..RF_.A~, the Umtcd S~tes ~ngr~$s ha~ ~et a*ide the first "l~ursday m May as a Natiomd Day]
of Ptgyer~ and thl~ year’s theme, "God Shed Hit Grace on Thee," allows u~ an opportum~" to/celebsate our freedoms and America’s great tradition of ptmyer: mad

NOW, THIgREFORF.. as Governor of the State of North Dakota, I do hereby proclmrn
May 5, 2005, a DAY OF PRAYER irt the state of North Dakota.

701.328.22~
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STATE OF OHIO

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, a National Day of Prayer has been a part of our
nation’s history since first being proolaimed by the Continental Congress
in 1775; and

WHEREAS, in 1863, President Abraham Lincoln signed a
proclamation asking Americans to set aside April 30~ as a day to- ~confess
national sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness," and

VCHEREAS, such a day has been observed nationally since 1~52
when Congress and President Harry S. Truman provided for a National
Day of Prayer "on which the people of the United States may turn to Gdd
in prayer and meditation;" and

WHEREAS, in 1988, legislation designating that a National Day
of Prayer is to be observed on the first Thursday of every May was
unanimously ratified by Congress and signed by President Ronald Reagan;
and

WHEREAS, Ohio is home to citizens of many faiths, and prayer
has long been a positive force that unites our citizens and serves as a
source of inspiration and hope to countless individuals; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer will be observed on
Thursday, May 5, 2005 with the theme "God shed His grace on thee;" and

WHEREAS, itis fitting and proper to observe a Day ofprayer in
Ohio as a time when all citizens may acknowledge our blessings, express
gratitude, and recognize the continuing need for strong positive values to
guide our state and nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BOB TAFT, Governor of the State
of Ohio, do hereby designate the day of May 5, 2005 as

A DAY OF PRAYER
throughout the State of Ohio, which stands as an apt companion to our
state motto, "With God All Things Are Possible."

On this 5~ day of May, 2005;

Bob Taf~
Governor
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~C~~ON
By the Governor of Alabama

NationalDay of Prayer



Executive Proc lama#ion
by

Frank H. Murkowski, Governor
National Day of Prayer is a day to reflect on the power of prayer in our lives. Nancy.
~md I are often called upon to join Alaskans in prayer as an offering of
thanksgiving, of celebration, of grief, and of hope. Prayer gives us something
meaningful and personal to do on behalf of those are love and care about.

As a nation, we have offered our collective prayers for each other on 9-11; as a
state, we prayed for the family of our first fallen Alaskan who served in Iraq; and as
individuals, we pray daily for the hope of a better tomorrow.

The Nat2onal Day of Prayer is a long-standing tradition that began with the first
Continental Congress on July 20, 1775. On May 5, 1988, President Ronald
Reagan set aside the first Thursday in May as the National Day of Prayer.

On May 5, __.005, I urge you to join millions of Americans across racial, political,
and de’nominational boundaries to observe our National Day of Prayer.

On this day, please pray for our national leaders, for our slate and local leaders,
for those engaged in missions of peacekeeping around our world, for those in need,
and for peace.

NOW, THEREFORE, I. Frank H. Murkowski, Governor of the State of Alaska, do
hereby proclaim May 5, 2005, as:

National Day of Prayer

in Alaska. and encourage all Alaskans to observe this day in prayer.

Dated: April 2 t, 9005

seal of the State of Alaska to

be a’lTfixed W this.pr°clamati°n"
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GOVERNOR ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER

PROCLAMATION

In 1795, George Washington proclaimed a public day of thanksgiving and prayer, calling on his fellow citizens to
recognize the bounty of freedom and seek guidance, protection and blessings for our ~eat land.

Since the dawn of our nation’s history, our people defined this counlry in terms of both human liberty and spiritual
fi’eedom. Our |bunding fathers conceived of a country whose citizens responsibly use their God-given rights. This
principle is the cornerstone of democracy and has resulted in a nation of unmatched freedom and dazzling
diversity.

With the rights of life. liberty, and the pursuit of happiness comes a weighty responsibility to use those rights for a
greater ~ood. The American people have a deep understanding of the true value of democracy and freedom - an
understanding which springs from our epic struggle for racial equality and the vigilance required to defend our
rights. Throughout our storied past, our nation has been a beacon for millions in pursuit of political, economic.
academic and spiritual soverei~ty. Immigrants have come to the United States seeking not just emancipation
from persecution and intolerance, but "also freedom for the right of self-determination.

On May 5, Californians of every religious denomination gather in prayer, an act shared by all religions. Prayer
enables us to rejoice in our liberties and ~ve thanks for the abundance we have enjoyed throughout our history.
We pray to acknowledge our cherished independence and express our ove~vhelming gratitude for those who
sacrificed all to shape - and protect - our democracy.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor of the State of California, do hereby
proclaim May 5, 2005, as a "’Day of Prayer" in California.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have here unto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of California to be
affixed this 25th day of March 2005.

Arnold Schwarzenegger
GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA

Attest:

Cathy Mitchell
ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE

STATE CAPITOL * SACRAMENTO, CAt.IFORNIA 95814 - ~916) 445-2841

Pls_Rsp_Reo P..QI~__ ..............



BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA

A PROCLAMATION
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER IN GEORGIA

~ U~ ~es ~mss ~ Igs2 ~ ~j~m ~es~t~n ~m~ ~ a day earn

We are of~md~d th~ p~dlege of prayer and Ihe joy of s~lu~9 guldallce0 slremJth,

Thra~ghou! th~s Day ~ Prayer. we ask the Lord to bless ~; ~esi~m a~ ~r t~

we pray ro~ our heroes he*’e a¢ hume w~ risk ch~ I~ves m day to pro~eo us.
including po.ce officers and rir~t~ts, ~ ask thai He wa[ch over tbem as they watch

We r~m~mOes end mo~m for all Am~can$ lost whose n~ssk)n wa- m proteta us h~e at
home or to Iree ;’he helpless abroad. As they~in ou~ Imel’ame~. mrq of whom a~so

h ~O~N¥ I~,,A~. Governs" O~ the Sine of ~ do her~y p~o~l~m MW 5. 2005. us

In w~,oss thereof. I have hereunto set my I~nd and (~used the Seal of the
OeDaRm~nt m be affixed this 28m of March in o’tt ,/tar of our Lo~¢ lye thousand
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TO THE I~EOPLE OF KANSAS, OREETINGS:

WHEREAS. This year will nm~k Ihe .54* consecutive observance of the National Day of FTay~r,
obs~ ~he first Thu~day of every May, since Presiden! Harry Truman officially established an
annual, mttion&l day of praye~ in 1952; and                                      ~"

WHEREAS. E~h eommuniW of faith d~,~ves th~ r~ognition, r~pect, and lnOt~tion of all
otl~rs; md

WHEREAS, Iris fitting m~l proper to observe this day in Kansas when all may ~l~k:dg~ o~
blessings, exlm~ gratitude for them. support our troops.and pray for pea~;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, GOVERNOR.OF THE STATE OF
KANSAS, do hereby procksim May 5, 2005, as ¯

National Day of Prayer

BY THE GOVERNOR:

Assislm Secretary of State
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WHEREAS, since our nation’s founding, Americans have turned to prayer for
inspiration, strength and guidance; and

WHEREAS, especia~ since the tragic events of Septm~nbe¢ 11,2001, Americans
have prayed for cornfod in a time of grief, for understanding in a time of anger, and for
protection in a time of uncertainty;, and

WHEREAS. our national leaders have historically called on the pmyem of tt~
people, without regard to ttmir religious affiliation, to meet the crises that have faced our
nat~on; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer was f’,-st proclaimed by the Continental
Congress in 1775; and

WHEREAS, President Abraham Lin~oin proclaimed Thumday, Apdi 30, !863 as
a day of prayer as "an effective remedy for national ills for all people in all nations’; and

WHEREAS, the Congress of the United States, by legislative action in 1988.
declared the t’~rst Thursday of May to be a National Day of prayer,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOHN E. BALDACCI, Governor of the State of Maine, do
hereby proclaim May 5m, 2005 as

A DAY OF PRAYER
throughout the State of Maine. and urge all citizens to join in this observance.

Dunlap
Secretary of State
TRUE ATTESTED COPY

In testimony whereof. I have caused
the Great Seal of the State to be

hereunto affixed GIVEN under my
hand at Augusta this fi~t

day of Apdl in the Year of our
Lord Two Thousand and Five.

John E. Baldacci
Governor
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 roclamation
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

MAY 5, 2005
In 1952, Congress celled upon Pr~’derd Truman to proclaim a Da~ of Prayer nutlon.~d~- Pr~ht¢nt
Reagan amended the l~w in 198~, permane.~ly ¢st~bli~hlng the fir~t Thursd~, of c~’r~ May a~ the
National Day of Prayer; aml

Preyer can play a s~zluabl¢ and producthw role in strengthening bonds of understanding, tolerance,
friendship and unity among all people; and

Marylanders cherish our heritage of rellgious freedom #rid throughout our State and the Nation
evengs mill rake place to celebrate and honor the National Day of Prayer; and

WHEREAS, Maryland is pleased to join ~n recogol-.~g the fir~t Thursday in May as the National Day of P~ayer.

NOW, THERE.FORE, L ROBERT I.. EHREICH, JR., GOVEP~OR OF THE STATE OF MARYLAND, do kereb.v
proclaim May $, 2005 as NA TIO ~?~I. DA Y OF PRAYER in Maryland, and do commend this
nbr~n, ance to all of our
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Executive Jennifer M. Granholm
Office Governor

~ ICATE OF ~ROC~TI~

A Day of Prayer

Whereas, National Days of Prayer are a v~nerable American tradition, the first sue.h day having been
proclaimed by the Continental Congress on J~y 26, 17"/5; and,

Where~s, In Michigan we are fortunate to have been blessed by our Creator with beautiful river~, lakes,
fields, forests and a people who, through hard work and intellectual effort and toil, have made ~ountless
tndtm-a], industrial agricultural and educational advan©emants for the enrichment o£ life for all our
citizene; and,

Whereas, In addition to having many blessings for which we should be thankful, our society is also faced
with difficult challenges, international unrest and uncertain ©hanging times which test our people and
challenge their beliefs; and,

Whereas, A day of prayer allows us the opportunity to acknowledge our many Idessings, to contemplate
the numerous challenges that we as a society and nation face here at home and throughbut the world,
and to rededieate ourselves to helping others, stxengthening our personal faith and joining with His
divine plan to spread hope, peace and love among all people; and,

Wherene, The observance also encourages Ame.r~cans to alFwm our nation’s spiritual roots and enILst
preyer for local, ~tate and national leaders; and now thm-efore be it

Resolved, That I, Jennifer M. Granholm, Governor of the State of Michigan, do hereby proclaim May 5,
2005, A Day of Praye~ in Michigan.

M. Granholm
Governor
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STATE  of M "NES OTA

"W HFRF.

btinnesota is a state tl~l en~oys so many bh.~ing.~: natural beaut)’, abundant resources,
strong families, a diversified economy, native peop!es, and immigrants from all over

the world; and

Minnesota is c2"tailenged by the pervasive enemies of humankind: poverty, sickness,
hunger, injustice, prejudice, discou~agemenL greed, crime, ant{ alien.dit~; and

Minnesotar~ have always h,~t high .qandard~ of exceUence, ~ustice, gene~osi~.
freedom, equality,, and progress an~ have fa~a.~d their problems with re,solve; and

We know our state has been st~ng.lhened by the ¢ong-tence-ba-~d actions o[ people of
fai~ in aJ] walks o{ lite: m~

WHER~.~
, ,, ¯ ~equire a change ot hear’,, whi¢-h b’ovemmentWe know ma~y o( the cha]enges s~e face

cannot iegislam or enforce, bul which spirilua| grav.’~h ¢a~’~ bring about:, and

Our Con.,~fitutlnn begins with these words, "We the people of t.he slate of Minnesota,
grateful t~ Ca.gi :’m our civil and religicms ltber~0 and d~iring to p~rpetuate its
blessings alxd sea-arc the ~arr~’ to our.,~,lves and our postevit% do or-clair, and estabLL~n

thin Coe,,;timu ,.

Nt~V,’D"It:RF2~Og~, I, "11M PAW LEN’I~’, Guv,,rn¢~r of M innesola, do hereby prt~laim T~..ursday,

bfay 5, ..’~305,

DAY OF PRAYER
in the State of Minnesota and humbly e~.-~ar;~e <itizen~ of faith to ~m m C~ ~ ~eir
u~e~ndlng and ~e~ dir~t, ~t we ~y o~n ~r hen~ ~ t~ksg~v~g [~r bl~ing~ r~eiv~
~d to g~k s~glh, ~om and ~urage~ to build a ~Rer M~n~ta for all our ~pb.

IN WFI’NESS WHEREOF, ! have hereunto ~t my
hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of
Minnesota to be affixed at the Slate Capitol this 26~

da) of April in the y0,tr cd oar Lard two thousand and
five, and ot R~: Stag" th,: or~, hm~dtcd forty-sixth.
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
Office oi Governor

A Proclamation

WllEREA&, Our nation was founded on a firm and faitlfful bedrock, by men who tun~
to their God for guidance fla~ugh prayer, and prayerful reverence ha~ sin~e sustained our
society and guided our government; and

WIIEREAS, In 1775, the Continental Congress designated a National Day of Prayer, an
a~tion reaiFmned in 1952 whe~ the United States Congress desigmted the first Thursday
in May as an annual National Day of Prayer;, and

WIIER~AB, Prayer allows us an opportunity to reflecl and to seek guidance, swength,
comfort and inspiration from Almighty God; and

WHEREAS, In these tt3,in8 times, when the world is so unsealed and when ~o many
brave citizens of Mississippi and the United States are far from home, making great
sacrifices for those abroad and those here at home, prayer become~ all the more

WIIEREAS, This y~r marks the fifty-fourth obse~ance of National Prayer Day. and
people will gather together across our nation tO observe th~s important ~vent:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Haley Barbour, Governor of the State of Missi~’ippi, hereby
proclaim May 5~, 2005, as

THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Missit~ippi.

DONE m the Cap#o/in ~e
City of J~,c..l~,/o~
sixtccmh dsy of Febnary in
the year of em lord, two
0~tmmd and five, and of
lndepeudeace of the Uu~d
States of Ame~:a, lhe two
huadred and twemy-mmk
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Gov~’~P;OR

OFFICE OF THE (~OVERNOR
STATE OF MON’TA~A

May 2005

National Day of Prayer
Box 15616
Colorado Spdngs, CO 80935-5616

Dear fdends:

I am pleased to join Montanans of every faith in recognition o( the 2005 National
Day of Prayer. This event is an opportunity to recognize the wonderful diversity
of religious belief across America and Montana and should serve to unite people
of faith from every culture and tradition.

Sincerely,

Governor
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WHE~, the State of Nevada ~ll join together with the entire country
on May 5. 200.~. to celebrate the 54~ Annual National Day of Prayer: a~d

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer wa~ extablished by a Joint
Resolution of Congress in 1952 and was signed into law by President
Harry $. Truman; and

WHEREA~, in 1988.::: the law was amended and signed by President
Ronald W. Reagan. permanently set~ng the day a~ the fir~t Thursday of May every
year; and

WI4~REA~, each year, the: Pr~idem of the .United States signs a
proclamation, encouraging all Americam to pr~)~ on th~:dayo and in 2004, state
governors and the governors of several" U,$. territories $~aned similar
proclamations; and

WHEREAS, the theme for the 2005 National Day of Prayer J~ "God Shed
His Grace on Thee "; and

WHEREAS, the State Of Nevada recognizes this very special day, and joins
Americans across the nation in support of the 54~ National Day of Prayer;

NOW, TltEREFORE, I, KENNY C. GUINN, GOVERNOR OF THE
STATE OF NEVADA, do hereby proclaim May 5o 2005, a~

A DAY OF PRAYER IN NEVADA
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WHEREAS: On Apn’l 17, 1952, the Congress of the United States approved the Joint Resolution to provide
for s~ttin8 uide an appro~ day as a National Day of Prayer (Public Law 82-324; 66 Stat.
64); and

NOW,
THEREFORE: I Theodc~ 11. Ku~ Govmmr ofth~ St~ o~Ore~ hereby proclaha May ~, ~ to be

DAY OF PRAYER

In Oregon and encourage all Or~onians to join in this observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto setmy hand and
cause the Great Seal of~he State of Oregon to be affixed.
Done at the Capitol in the City of Salem in th~ State of
Orlon’on this day, Man:h 31, 2005.

Theodore It. Iadongoski, Governor

ein ~r~db~,
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Slate of Rhode Island and ~ce Plantation~

GUBERNATOF.IAL I~OCIAMATION

Where.~, rig National Day of Pmy~r was first Woclaimed by the Cominen~ Congress in 1775,
and President Abraham Lincoln pn:glaimed ~y, April 30, lg63, as a day of prayer as "An
effe,~ive ~medy fo~ nalio~l ills for all people in all na~m"; and

e~m aatioa ofthe stmn8 prm~aw~ of prayer in ~tr daily live;

NOW, THEREFORE. I, DONALD L. CARCIERI, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, DO HEREBY PROC’LAIM,

May 5, 2005
as

National Day of Prayer

in the StaZe of Rhode Island and ~ ea all citizens to join me in nx:ognizing the impm’tan,u: of
this day.

Pmvideam Plammions to be hereumo al~ed ~ 5th
day of May 2005.

Donald L, ~arcieri
Governor

Matthew A. Brown
Secretary of State
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first called for in 1775 when the Continental Congress
asked the colonies to pray for wisdom in forming a nation,
days of prayer have continued through our country’s history;
and

the National Day of Prayer was established as an annual
event in 1952 by a joint resolution of the United States
Congress and signed into law by President Harry S.
Truman; and

the National Day of Prayer belongs to all Americans; it is a
day that transcends differences, bringing together citizens
from all backgrounds and faiths to pray for wisdom,
guidance, and protection on behalf of our families,
government leaders, military, and civil servants; and

the 2005 National Day of Prayer provides an opportunity to
pray for our nation, its people and its leaders, while
honodng the commitment to religious liberty and tolerance
that contributes to our continued strength.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mark Sanford, Governor of the Great State of
South Carolina, do hereby proclaim May 5, 2005, as

SOUTH CAROLINA DAY OF PRAYER
throughout the state and encourage all South Carolinians to celebrate this
event in a manner consistent with their own faith.

GOVERNOR
ST.~TE o~ $ou’rH
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PROCLAMATION
BY THE    GOVERNOR

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer is a tradition first proclaimed by the Continental
Congress in 1775; and

WHEREAS, throughout our nation’s histow, many of our leaders have always turned to
prayer in times of crisis; and

WHEREAS, legislation was passed unanimously in 1988 by both Houses of Congress
and signed by President Ronald Reagan setting aside the first Thursday in May of each
year as a National Day of Prayer;, and

WHEREAS, Congress has declared Thursday, May 5, 2005 as the 54th consecutive
obsewance of the National Day of Praye~ and

WHEREAS, I join with our President and the Governors of the United States, and invite
Tennesseans of faith to join in prayer for our nation and Our state,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Phil Bredesen, Govemor of the State of Tennessee, do hereby
proclaim Thursday, May 5, 2005, as

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

in Tennessee and encourage all citizens to loin me in this worthy observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF. I have homunto set
my hand and caused the official se~l of the
State of Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville
on this 22nd day of March, 2005.

of Stale
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STATE OF VERMONT

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

A PROCLAMATION

NOW, THEREFORE,

the first National Day of Prayer was established on July 20, 1775; mad

the National Day of Prayer is a day set aside by Congress for
Americans to pray and ~ the spiritual principles upon which
this nation was founded; and

during the early years, citizens of this emerging nation were
frequently united in observance of prayer; and

citizens of Vermont may wish to join in observance of the National
Day of Prayer in the hope that problems, both within our nation and
overseas, may be peacefully resolved.

I, James H. Douglas, Governor of the State of Vermont, do hereby
proclaim May ~, 2805, as a

DAY OF PRAYER

in Vermont.

Given under my lum_,d and the Great Seal oft.he State
of Vermont this @m day of March, A.D. 2005.

By the Governor.

Neale F. Lunderville
Secretary of Civil and Military Affairs
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OF THE

V£r~in Ial~ t~ be
The, V£~in Isl~nd~,
2005.

U~ITED STATES VIRUIN ISLR~DS

TO pROCLAIM I~.~ZO~., ~:~ OF pRATER

~e ~le o£ ~r ~at Nation; ~

sect, c~ o= ~ig£~ ~ou ~y ~ a ~z of; ~d

~ fa£~ ~s of ~e u~st ~z~ ~d ~ong

as ~, ~ ~ p~ ~s~y, ~ 5~, 2005 as

~e, St.
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WHEILEA~, on April 17, 1952, the Congress of the United States approved the Joint
Resolution to provide for setting aside an appropriate day as a National Day of Prayer (Public
Law 82-324; 66 Star. 64); and

WHEREAS, the history ofour nation is indelibly marked with the role that prayer has
played in the lives of individuals and the nation; and

WHEREAS, historically our greatest leaders have turned to prayer in times ofcrisis and
thanksgiving; and

WHEREAS, the virtues of prayer reflect a common bond: hopes and aspirations, sorrows
and fears, remorse and renewed resolve, thanks and joyful praise, and love;

WHEREAS, our nation celebrates the 53~e anniversary ofthe National Day of Prayer on
Thursday, May 5,2005;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Christine O. Gregoire, Governor of the state of Washington, do

hereby proclaim May 5, 2005, as the

Day of Prayer

in Washington state, in keeping with the wishes of the Congress of the United States, and I urge
all citizens to join me in this special observance.

Signed this 25th day of January, 2005

tqs_l~p_Req_POD~l 31



Whereas,

Whereas,

Proclamation

Governor Joe Manchin III
|

prayer has been recognized by. our leaden in times of war and paa~e a~
vital to the maintenance of a strong national character and necesutry to
procure the blessings of a just and benevolent God upon our government
and people; and,

West Virginia, the 35* s*~ate of the United States, is a richly beautiful home

for its proud people who hold freedom in high regard and who strongly
desire to preserve their state’s heritage; and,

Whereas,joining in common prayer is one of the most profoundly constructive things
we can do for our nation; and,

Whereas,

Whereas,

the National Day of Prayer is a tradition first proclaimed by the Continental
Congress in 1775; and,

it is appropriate to honor God with a unified expression of gratitude and
humbly request divine intervention in the preservation and continuation of
strong religious principles upon which our nation and our state have been
established;

Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved that i, Joe Man~hin III, Governor of the State of
West Virginia. do hereby proclaim May.q, 2~05, as:

A Day of Prayer
in the Mountain State and encourage all citizens to jo’m in a national effort to better our
country through increased spiritual awar~ne~ and active participation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of tl~
State of West Virginia to be affixed.

Done at the Capitol City of Charleston, Stat~ of West Virginia, thi~ the Eighth day of
Mar~h, in the year of our Lord, Two Thousand Five, and in the One Hundred Forty-
s~ond year of the Sta~.



WHEREAS, praye~ is a vital l~q of our heritago as one m~tion undcr God; and

WHEREAS, God has promised to answ~ us when w© cadl upon Him and has promised
that when we keep ~© comm~ls ofthc Lord our God and walk in his ways, H~ will open the
heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on our land in season and to bless all the work
of our hm~; ~d

WHEREAS, we humbly acknowledge and ~ God for His faithfulness to His promises
and t’or His pro~sion; and

WHEREAS, the people of Wyoming have mined to God in prayer as our military
sacrificially defends our freedoms; and

WHEREAS, th© United States Congress pa.~ed Joint Resolution 382 on April 17, 1952
eslablishing an annual national day of prayer to join together as a nation acknowledging God in
prayer each year;, and

WHEREAS, Presidem Truman signed into law, PL 324, the observance of an annual
National Day of Prayer and Pre~idznt Reagan permanently emabli~hed thc first Thursday of May
to the National Day of Prayer when he signed PL 100-307; and

WHEREAS, the theme for this year is "I.~ Freedom Ring" based on Leviticus 25:10,
"...proclaim liberty throughout the land t~ all its inhabitants."

NOW THEREFORE~ 1, DAVE FREUDENTHAL, Governor of the Slate of Wyoming, do
hereby proclaim May 5, 2005, to be

"NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER"

in Wyoming, and urge our citiz~s to join with me in prayor.

.    LN WITNESS WHEREOF, leave her~u0t~. ~/my hand and caused the Executive Seal of
the Governor.of Wyoming to be afl’uted this ~ day of February, 2005.
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EXHIBIT 18



WHERI?ZAS, AInetTJca was four}deal oI~ the
[a:iuh and freedom; and

WHSZ4F~AS, tIK’oughout the history 0£ our state an{] natiot~, we
have humbly prayed for guidance and corn[oft ,~he~e needed, arK]
have 9iven tharlks [[o~" our many blessings that God l,as graciously
bestowed on this aation since its ]nceptio[~; and

WIIEREASo the Nat.ions] Day o[ I:’~aye[~ is a day set. aside by
Con£j~ess fo~: al] Americans to pray a~d ~eafi~i~m the
principles upoa which this uatlon was founded; and

WI{ERFIAS0 this year marks the 53~*~ A;miversa;y of: the ~1
ccmsecutive a~:nua] obs~rvan~e or the Nat.i.or~al Day of P~ayc:.~, and
the theme "i~t F’reeSom }{1 rig. " based o~ I.,~vi titus 25 : ] 0
%.proclaim li.~[ty throughout the ]and to a]] its inhabitants.";
and

WH[.;i<FLAS, acroSS ouF ’ddtJ.O~I on May 6, Americans will unite at
specifiu [imes in p~ayer for our naLiou and state to achz~owledge
OUr depend~nce on God, to give thanks for the many b]~ss[mgs
country has received from Him, uo tecogni ze our need
poYsonai and corporate rcnmwal and moral, values, and to invoke
God’ s blessir~gs u~n our leaders and ask God to bea! ~nd ~n~
ou.[" nation and stale;

NOW,    TIIEREFORE,    I 0    M:ike lluckal)ee,    a<:LJn9 t~nde.~    the
autho~.Jty v(esled i~ n~o a~ GOVe[Hof 0[: Lh~ State of~ A~knt~s~s, do
he[eby proc]alm May 6, 2004, as

A DAY OF PRAYi.]R

in the State of Arkansas and [:[’gc all ros:.dents t-o pr-ay with
diligence, }nlluility ~Id obedience and seek the
God Lo di~e<:t: our [~Lhs in ti:e days a~Id yeaxs

caused~i:h~, Cr’eaL Seal of tho State or Ar-ka~~sas to be a~ixed
Lhis ~ay of March, [II the year o~J our Lord 2004.

NIKE HUCKABI~:E, GOVEKNOF~

CIiARL[[;fi DANIELS, SKCRETARY OF’ STATE

EXHIBIT
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National Day of Prayer

WHEREAS, Americans have turned to God in prayer for guidance since our nation’s
founding; and

WHEREAS, throughout the history of our state and nation, we have humbly prayed for
guidance, comfort, and protection where needed and have given thanks for our many
blessings which God has graciously bestowed on this nation since its inception; and

WHEREAS, prayer is regarded by millions as the most important utterance of mankind for
its benefit; and

WHEREAS, prayer has comforted us in times of sorrow and given us strength and hope
for the future. We ask God to keep His hand upon us and bless the great State of Florida
and the United States of America; and

WHEREAS, we continue to give thanks for the men and women of the military that are
defending freedom, and we humbly ask God for their protection and pray for peace
throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer is a day set aside by Congress for all Americans to
pray and reaffirm the spiritual principles upon which this nation was founded; and

WHEREAS, this year is the 53rd anniversary of the consecutive annual observance of the
National Day of Prayer~ with this year’s theme, "Let Freedom Ring," based on Leviticus
25:10, "...proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants"; and

WHEREAS, on May, 6, 2004, Americans across our nation and state will unite at specific
times in prayer to acknowledge our dependence upon God, give thanks for the many
blessings our country has received from Him, recognize our need for personal and
corporate repentance and renewal and invoke God’s blessings upon our leaders and ask
God to protect and bless our nation;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jeb Bush, Governor of the State of Florida, do hereby extend
greetings and b|essings to all observing May 6, 2004, as National Day of Prayer.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I
have hereunto set my hand
and caused the Great Seal of
the State of Florida to be affixed
at Tallahassee, the Capital, this
26~ day of February in the year
of our Lord two thousand four.

,OVERNOR
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Proc&ma ion

~TqERF.AS, zk¢ moao af lhe Natio~at D~y of Prayer and the,graze Day of Pra)~r is
"Righleousncss F_rol~s A Nation’: a rta~rmzztlon for 1t~ biblica~ e:zhortation bz Prca,erbs 14:34
’°Righleouznexs exalts a nation but sin is a disgrace to any people. ’°;

.VOW, THERF.FOP~ t DIRK KE.~PFHORA~E C.,~r of ~he ~a~e of Ida.. do hereby proclaim
2O04, to/~

NATIONAL DAY O~ PRAYER

t’SUt~4
OF STATE
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GOVERNOR

Pls_Rsp_Req_POD_044



Pls_Rsp_Req_POD_048



GOVERNOR MITT ROMNEY

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER IN MASSACHUSETTS

By His Exc~:ll*ncy tt~" Governor

W|U3AM F. GAI.VIN
S~.-cre’,aQ- Of the (;ommon~,¢0hh

MITT ROMNEY

GOD SAVE THE CO.~tMON%VEALTff OF ~bLSSACIIUSk’Trs
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7

Office of the Governor
State of Missouri::.-

Proclamation

W H EREAS, Natimaal Days.of Prayer ha~ beert part of our cotmtry’s htwitage
since they wcre dcctared by the First Contincmal Congress in 1775; and

WHEREAS, l~-~ders of our nation have relied upon the pov,~r of prayer
throughout American historN and

WHEREAS, th¢53’~ obsc~-ance of the National Day of Prayer wilt be.. held
May 6, 2004, as mandated by both houses of Con_m’x:ss and by our President in Public
Law I00-307: and

and

~,VHEREAS, we:as a nation givethanks on this occasion for the freedoms we
enjoy and~pcay that the Almighty will continue m bless this nation and protect its people
and principles :from the �~nies ofdemocra~ and

inWIIEREAS, the andScripmre stales that "God is our refuge and ~lrength,troubte..; an ever-
present help

WIIEREAS, it is appropriate that we acknowledge we arc all G~,i’~ handiwork,
and ~c should feet free to call upon Him in prayer:

NOW, THEREFORE, l~ BOB HOLDEN, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
MISSOURL do hereby proclaim May 6. 2004, as

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

in Mis~mri.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my hand and caused to be
aff’txed the Great Seal ofth~ State of Missouri, in the City of Jefferson, this 25~ daY0f
February, 2004.
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WHEREL4S,

WHERe4&

WHEREAS,

u HEREA&"

WIIER£4S,

WHEREAS.

NOI4’; TttEREFORE,
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sirc.ngth 0f America and i~ ~oplc who a~ unll~d ~’ a coimnoa ~¢~ ~ fmedonh at~ there bel~f and ~st m ~ A~ighi¢. as ~ [

~esc*~’ eugage~ ~d

this Nation is f~undcd;

~a~ of

d~y Of March h~ the y~at p.vo thousand gout.

I©
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

2004

BY THE GOVER~’~OR OF THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS. National Davs of Prayer have been parl of our cotmtry.,"s heritage since the first
one v~’a~ declared by the Continental Congress in 1775: and

WHEREAS, leaders of our Nation have relied upon the ~wer of prayer throughout American
history: and

WFIEREAS. May 6, 2004. marks the 53"~ consecutive observance of the National Dto’

Pra)~r. as mandated by both houses of Congress and by our President in Public Law 100-307: and

WHEREAS, it is go~3d that we acknowledge tlmt ,.~: are all God’s tmndiwork and fl~al it is
appropriate to call upon Him in praye~ and

WHEREAS, "Let Freedom Ring...Pr’oclaim Liberty Throughom the Land to "all its Inhabitm~ts"

is the theme for the 2004 National DO’ of Pra),~r:

NOV,:.’rrtEREFORE. !. MICHAEL F. EASLEY, Governor of the State of North Carolina, do
hereby proclaim May’ 6. 2004, ~ %NATIONAL DAY OF PRA~tqT~R" in North Carolina, and u~e our
citizens mjuin together in their ht}mt.’s, places of work. and places of w’orship, to pray for the tmhy of
the hearts ofalt maakind, and to cominue in prayer for our State and our Nation.

MICHAEL F.~

tN WITNESS
of North
two thousand and four,
twenty-dghth,

heretmto set my hand and affixed the Great Seal of the State
this twenly-fifth day of February in the year of our Lord

United S,.ales of America the two hundred and
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~-~’~kTIE OF

Throu~out our nation, during time~ of strength and weakness and

moments of joy and despair, many people ~um to prayer and ~flee6on to seek

comfort, give thanks, and ;ink for guidance.

Since the Continental Conger’ flint declaration of a day of prayer in 1775,

the people of the United Stales have regularly gathered to pray for ou~ ,mtion, its

pcople~ and its le’aders.

nation in prayer on the 53"~ Annual Nalional .Day of Prayer. The theme ofthi~

year’s e~,ent is, "Let Freedom Ring," which is based on Leviticus 25:10, "Proclaim

liberty throughout the land to all its intu~bitants.’" This message of freedom

reminds us that our Constitution has provided us with certain religions and

personal righ~ - the freedom to gather, the freedom to worship, and the freedom

to pray.

I encourage Texans on this national day of prayer to express their gratitude

for the many iber~ieg and blessings we have received Io strafe their joy with od~er

citizens of this great sta~e and nation, and to ask [br guidance as we co~tinue to

protect our freedoms wifl~ diligence and integrity.

l, Rick Perry, Governor of Texas, do hereby proclaim May 6. 2004.

A Day of Prayer

in Texas, and t~e the appropriale
recognilion whereof-

h~ official recognition whereof,
1 izereby affix my si_maature this the
4~ day of Marcla, 20(N.
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VIRGINIA DAY OF PRAYER

WHEREAS. prayer pl:Lvs a po~xerlhl r~qe i:t lhe lives t)l’p~3p[¢ of all cultures.
religh)ns a~d backgrounds and ~rxes
millions thn)i~ghout nut (~ommt)nwealth and nali~m~ and

\V! IEREAS. Natiortal Day of l’raycr was first ~b~’~ cd b} members of the
Contincma~ Congress in 1773 and Presk~nt -l’rt:man sighted a joint re~h~lion
declaring an ammal Nail(real Da) of Prayer in 1952: and

WItEREAS. the I()0’~ k::fited State:, (’on,ross p:.,s.~cd a rer,¢,lutioz~ on May 5.
1988. proclainfing the obse~va ~ce ~f11~� Nat )ha Dayo "P~tyer o~I the ~rst "Fhur~d~y
~fMay c~h )’ear lhcrcafic~ and

in..~-pired by Leviticus 25:!O
"’...pn,claim li~-~S ~oughout the land tt~ all its inl~bit~nts.~ and among the ~iberfies

~orsh~p aad lhe freedom Io pn

WHEREAS. \’°irginir~ Day o.f Prayer is recognized by \.’ir,_z ~ arts and Americans
of all religio,as ihiths, alld fl~).~ ~.\ho Vartieipale will .i~,in in pr~ayer lbr our Io~ed .~es
a~d fi.~r our enemies, and Io .~’c:d’iirm tmr cour~ as a democratic nation with the
pr~m~ise of libm’ty and justice lbr al|:

NOW, "rlIEREFORE. I. Mark R. Warner. d,t hereby rect~gniz~e
May 6. 201M. ~ts VIRGINIA DAY OF PRAYER in the COMMONWEAI.TIt OF
VIRGINIA. and | call this observance to the attcni o.n o~’atl our citizens.
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A PROCI..AMATION

WHEREAS, ~he citizens of the State of Wisco~sin are a di\,er,~e group of p~a3ple
o~near~y evwy n~ionatity ~d repremmed by a variety ogreligious ~aditi6ns; ant!

WHE~_KS, the history o~our slate is r~lc~e with I~t~ who voluntarily call
u~n ~eir God, from the p~)~ s~t hea~,mwm’d during the Constitutional Convention ~o those
mu~u~q in ~he heal or thz battle m Om~a B~eh during World War 11, Io the interces~ons
o ffered in ~e ~lt~ath of ~ragedi~ such ~ Columbine. S~temb~ I 1 ~, ~d tim space shmtle
break up, whether fl~e nec~ be great or m~ali, Americans o~ faith have sought the koN’s help
wilh tife’s c~llengcs and Mvcrsi~ics ~hmu~hom our

Wt IEREAS, May 6, 2004 marks the 53rd cons~ulive obse~’ance of the National
Day of P~cr in cilies ~d iowns Ihmughout d~c Uniled Slmcs; ~d

WHEREAS, the cilizens af the St~¢ of Wi~oosin hav~ relied on prayer as a
~n~e of slr~glh and gui~ce in w~- and ~uce ~ ~ o~ se~fice men and womc~l are
cmvc~tly defending the Uniled States: and

WHEREAS. the d~Lm~e ~or the u~ming obse~,an~ is "’[.¢1 Freedom Ring"
Leviticus 25:10_.."proclNm li~ny throughout the t~d m all its inhabitants:" and

WHEREAS, prayer is a comfi3n rot m~y people, c~ecially during tim~ ~f trial
and tribute!on; and

WHEREAS; the cltiz~ls ogWisconsin sEould galher together on this day in their
homes, churches, meeting pla~s and chosen places ofwo~ip to pray m their own way
for unity afthe hearts of all mankind, and Ibr strong moral charact~w in the lives o~the
p~opl¢ of all nations, as xt~ll as, ~acc ~d unde~tanding throu~oul the world;

NOW, TItEREFORE. t. Jim Doyle. (~’am~or of lhc State of Wis~im do
hereby proclaim May 6.2f~4

A DAY OF PRAYER.

the State or’Wisconsin, and I commend thi~; observance to all chizens.

B

!

Secretary    late

IN TESTIMONY WttEREOF. I have hereunto
~t my hand and caused the Grea~t Seal of the
State of Wisconsin to be affixed. Done at the
Capitol in lhe City of Madi~n this th~ecnth
day of F~bru~ in the yc-ar t~.o thousand four

Pls_Rsp_Req_POD_080



WttEREAS. prayer is a vi~a[ pzm o.~ our heritage ~,~ one nzfion under God: and

\V|fEREAS, God b,’:s promised to aJ’~swer us :rhea "--:e call upon Him m~d h~s pr~amJsed tirol wilen
keep the cammands oft,be t_.onl our God m)d walk i)~ his ways, He w I~ open the [’~lvt-~, the

~torchouse el’his bo~.’m.v, to ~nd rain on our I:md in sea~n and to hl,.~ all the v,,~,’~rk of our hands: and

V~HEREAS. the people of Wyoming gathered togcC’ler in prayer for i:mr state m~d i~ lodc~: G~
has bk*st~ the slate of Wyoming ~ ith a 5L2 billion su~lux; the ~owpacks of Wyoming ~e ;~ve
r~wtt ye~ ~evcls; a~d, God did :his so that we wo~]d alwa3~ hzve ~*spee~ i~r t~e Lord our G~: and

\V|fEREAS, the people ol-V,:’.Ve.mS~g have lurncxt le God in pray’or as our rniiiti~ry sacrific~alfy
defimds ottr freedoms: and

\VttEREAS. the I..Jnil~-d Stat~ Congr-~ss p:~’~d Joint Rz~imion 382 on Alm~ 1 ?. 1952
establishing an a~ntml national day of prayer to join together ~s a nation ackao~vlcdging (3~ in prayer
~ch year: and

\~’HEREAS. Prc~id~ml Truman signed in’,o lay,.. PL 324. hhe obse~.,ance of an amnuaI Natio~

D~y of Pra~r when he s~gn~ PL i00-307; and

%’HEREAS. li~e lhcme For (his year ~s "’l.,er gr~-xlom R~ng" ba~d on Leviticus 25: I 1). [[
"., po~ia m ibeoy Ibmughuut Ihe land lo all its hahabii~ts." it

.NOW THEREFORE, 1, DAVE FREUI)EN"rlIAL. Go\emor oftl’te State of W.,.~mmg. do
i~ercby proclaim May ~. 20(t4. to ~

"NATIONAL DAY OF PRA’~;ER"

Wyoming, ~,td urge our citizens Io.loin v,5lh me in prayer,

IN \-\ITNESx\\IIFREOF ha:~ :" ~’~" ’: ~ . .i,’v,,ee~.,~. ~vhandzndca.~sedthe[~xccudveS~dofthe
Gmer ,or of Wv~,ni,~- mb,’ affixed ’h:s
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of

By His Excellency JOHN G, ROWLAND, Governor: a

PROCLAMATION
/

:~ay 6, 2004 marks the 53"~ annual observance of the National Day of Prayer. The[
theme of this year’s nationwide celebration is "Let Freedom Ring." !
In 1988, legislation was unanimously ratified by both houses of Congress, and signed by
President Ronald Reagan. slating tlmt the National Day of Prayer was to be observed on
the fu’st Thursday of every May.

~lt is fitting that we should give thanks for the freedom and prosperity, enjoyed by this
State and our nation and to pray for the continued guidance and comfort, which God has
graciously bestowed upon this nation since its inception.

,~s caring cifizens of this great Slate, we recognize prayer 1o be both powerful and
peaceful; now

~herefore, 1, JOHN G. ROWLAND, Governor of the State of Connecticut, do hereby
officially proclaim May 6, 2004 as

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Connecticut, and urge all citizens to obser~’e this day in ways appropriate
to its importance and significance.

?

Secretan~ of the State
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
STATEMENT

IN OBSYl~RVANCE OF
A .DAY OFPRAYER

Whereas, it is noteworthy that at our country’s inception there was a clear mandate.to
protect citizens’ religious freedom and to create an atmosphere where prayer in the public
square was not only acceptable, but embraced; and

Whereas. this year’s Nati~al Day of P~/er theme, "Let Freedom Ring" allows us the
opportunity to punctuate the importance of~ vigilance in maintaining the che~shed rights that
under gird Amdrican life: the |reedom to gather and worship and to pray according to the
dictates of their conscience; and

Wherea~. in h~s first inaugural address. George Washington related. "it would be
peculiarly improper to omit, in this first official act, my fervent supplications to that Almighty
Being who rules over the universe, who presides in the councils of the nations, and whose
providential aids can supply every human defeat, that His benediction may consecrate to the
liberties and happiness of the people of the United States’; and

Whereas. the Congress of d~e United States, by legislative action in 1988. declared the
first Thursday in May to be a National Day of Prayer; and

Whe,-eas. National Day of Prayer observances are planned in a~ 50 states and territories,
a tradition which was established in 1952 by an act of Congress and since has become a
treasured part of our nelson’s heritage of faith; and

Whereas, the First State has led the nation in so many other areas, it is proper .and
fitting that Delaware lead in encouraging and recognizing those who look for answers to
problems, while seeking comfo~ through prayer.

Now, Therefore, We, Ruth Ann Minner, Governor. and John Co Carney, Jr.,
Governor, do hereby declare May 6, 2004,

A DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Delaware, and invite our fellow citizens to 9ethel together on this day in their
homes, churches, and in various meeting places to pray in their ow~ way for unity of the h~ts
of all mankind. We ask our creator to give wisdom and favor to ou~ leaders, bless our nation
with peace and the joy of working together to provide health, prosperity, and freedom for our
children and our children~s children.

, Jr., L~eu~e~’~ U~t.~rn.~r
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EXECLrITI~ DEI~i, JITMENT
INDLkNA.POLI$

WHEREAS, days of prover have t~en. parl � f our natkm’s tradition since 1775
~d, in 1~8, Cong~s mmnimouslv d~ignated the
Thursday of every May as a National Day of Prayer; and

}%~EREAS, the National AK~¢~ation for Prayer has designated fl~e first wcmk
in May 2{-~14 as Prayer Week, ~,~: ~th the theme, "Let Freedom
Rin~" and

+VHER~S, as part of ~ national celebration, a number of states across the
nation will r,t’ognize the powes of prayer by ~rticipatinR in
events to bring ci~z~s together to pray ~or our ~t~ls, l~a!
communiti~ and country; and

W~R~S, this time has ~n ~t aside to b~’e thanks for the many blessings
our state has r~eived; and

}~EREAS, it is fitting that we ft~ns on the t~md for compassion,
and r~onci{ia~on in our commum~es;

NO~ ~EREFORE, t, JOSEPH ~ KERNAN, Governor of the State of lndian~
do ~+rebv p:r~’laim May 6 2~,

DAY OF P~YER in INDIANA

in the State of Indiana. ~d invite all citizens to join me in working
h~r wace and unit~, for all

IN ;T+TIMONY WHEREOF, ! have

affixed the Great ~al of the State of
India~ at the Gapitol in tndiaimpolis on
~s 16th day uf FebruaW, 2(~.

BY THE OOV~vNOIk Joseph E.
Governor

A’I~EffI’:    Todd Roki~
~vre~e,’ o~ State
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
MAY 6, 2004

H~rEK~4.~, In 1952. Con~e~’ c~l~ ~on ~h¢ ~fd~nt to proclaim a D~;’ e~f Pr~l,er nation~d~ Thi~’year ~r~s

WHER~4A~ "Lel Freedom Ring" ~ ~e the~ far this year "s Na6onal Dgr of Prgr~. ~gF~ can plgt, a t,alu~le
and produc6¢e role in ~eng~henlng bo~s of under~anding, Ioleranc~ frie~ship and
aH ~ople: and

;I~iER~4.g, Mao,land~s ch~i~’h our h~itage of reIiglou.v fieedam and xhremghout ~r State and the Nation
~en~ ~1I take place to cMebrate N~o~l D~y of ~er; and

WHER~ Moo,land is pl~s~ to rec~i~ the f~.~ Thursday, in 31~v as Natio~l D~,

NOW~ THEREFOR~ L ROBERT L EHRL[CH, Jg, GOVERNOR OF THE.~4TE OF M.~Y~A~, do h~,
~laim ~t[ay 6, 20~ as .~UTIONAL DAY OF PK~YER in Ma~la~, and do co--end
ob~ance to all of our citi~
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Whereas, May 6, 2004, marks the 53ra annual National Day of
Prayer. and

Whereas, the National Day of Prayer was establ&hed by a Joint
Resolution of Congress in 1952 and was signed into law by President Har~.
S. Truman; and

Whereas, the law was amended in 1988 and signed 1O, President
Reagan which designated the first Thursday of May of each year as a
National Day of Prayer; and

Whereas, on May 6, 2004, the National Da." of Prayer observance in
Nevada wilt provide an opportunity for Nevadm~s to join with a!l Americar~s"
across the United States, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin lslands in an
acknowledgement of our profound freedom to intercede in prayer on behalf
of our nation; and

Whereas, becaz~e the theme of the 2004 National Day of Prayer is I[
"Let Freedom Ring,’ r,e encourage the citizen.~ of our Great State of
Nevada to include in their prayers a plea for the welt being of our state and
nation;

Now, Therefore, L Kenny C. Guinn, Governor of the State of Nevada, do
hereby proclaim .May 6, 2004, as

A DAY OF PRAYER IN NEVADA

In recognition of the National Day of Prayer which was
established by the Congress of the United States of America.

set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of

Nevada to be affixed at the State Capitol in Carsort

City. this I1    day Of [-c~r .;~_; 21)(14
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WHEREASz New i-l~lpshire w~shes to joirt with other states and the federal
governmen~ tn acP<nowfedging the importance ofprayer in the lives’ ~f i~s citizens:

and

WHEREAS, the theme of flais year’s Day cif .Prayer is "Le~ Freedom

~mboli~ing the freedom we enjoy as American citizens, includingthe freedorn~to]]
wprship aecot-cling to the dictates of our conscience; and

WHEREAS, in times of uncertainty, people have u_sed prayer as a w,v to find
both strengn.h and courage in themselves and in the world around them; and

I~q-IEREAS. in times of prosperity, people have used prayer :as a means to giv.e
thanks for their good fortune and ~br their freedom ms citiZcng of the United States
and of New l:~ampshire; and

WHEREAS, for many of our citizens, prayer prov:ides solace: a way to connect
w.ith one’s self and detern’dne those things that are important in their lives: and

WHEREAS, since 1952. the nation has celebrated the National Day of Prayer; and

WHEREAS. this is the 53rd observance of this important day;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, CRAIG BENSON, GOVERNOR ol: the state of New
Hmnpshire, do hereby proclaim ~LAY 6, 2004, ~ DAY OF PRAYER in New
Hampshire. I u~e Granite State residents io consider the importance of pt~yer in
the lives of millions of Americans, and for those that ~.,ish to take time to pray in
accordm~ce to their belief.

Given at the Executive Cbaniber in
Co.ncord, t:tais fifteenth day of ;April, ~u
the year of ~ Lord ~o thous~a~d and
four, and the indetxndence of the United
States or-,,~efi~, two hundr~ and
twcmty-eighL

Craig
Governor of New Hampshire :
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STATE /~F NK.W JERSEY
ExEc uTIVi:: DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, civic prayers #nd n~io~l d~ys of prayer have a tong and vene¢able history in
America� dating back to the First CoB~ineaP~l Congress in 1775; and

WHEREAS, the Declaration of fn~dence, made ~ha laves of Nature a~d of Nature’s God"
the foundatie~n of our Uni~e~ States of Arned~ and asserted that people have inalienable rights
that are God-gil~e~; and

WHEREAS. the Supreme Court has affirmed the right of state legislatures to open their
sessions with prays" and the SupPeme Court and the United States Congress ~hemsM~s begin
each day with p~: and

WHEREAS, in 19#~, ~-gisl~tlon setting aside the first Thursday in M~ay annually as a Nations!
Day of Prayer w~s l~$ed una~imousiy by both Houses of Congress and signed by president
Ronatd Reagan; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of P~yer Is an opportunity for Americans of all faRhs to join in
prayer to give fhank.~ for blessings (eceived, to reftuest he~mg for wounds endured° a~d to ask
God to guide our leaders and bKog wholeness to the United States and her citizens; and

WHEREAS, it is fi~ng and prop~ to give thanks to God by observing a day of prayer in t~ew
Jersey when eli may act~owledge our blessings and express gratitude for them; at~d

WHEREAS, May 6, 2004. m~rks the 53~ Acmue! N~tiunal Day of pF~yer with this year~s tharae, IJ
~Let Freedom Riog~ ;

NOW, TH~REFOR~ 1, JAMES E. M~’GREEVEY, Gov~nor of the State of New J~rsey, do h~reb~"
proclaim

A DAY OF PRAYER

GIVEN, under my hand and the Great SPiel
of the Sta~e o[ New Jersey, this
[went)~sixth day of Janua~ in ~e y~r
of Our Lurd ~o thousand tour and of
th~ In~nd~ce of the ~ed Stat~
the ~o hundred and ~i~.

GOVERNOR

BY THE GOVERNOR:

REGENA L. THOMAS,

SECRETARY OF STATE
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OF Nr ’ EXECUTIVE OFFICE

WHEREAS, Congress.
.reaffirm annually our.religious convictions ~v recogn~i~g a "National Day of
Prayer; "~

WHERE,’~F, as our na,’.ion has grown amt flourished, our gove~rnmem has
welcomed divine g~tidance in #s work; while rezpecti1~ the rich and varied faiths qf
all its citizens: and

IFHEREAS, great Amer4can h’.aders, as far l~ack as Abraham Lincoln
ackno~t4edged the need fbr a National Day of Prayer:

WHEREAS, in a counto’ built by the people front hundreds qf nations with
many belie~, wc rely upon our religious liberty ht order to prese~,e the imlivi~hudity
and~tz, at diversity that gi~ our nation its unique richttes.~" and strength.¢ qf
characletv and

~7fER£4S, the th~m~e for this year is "~Let t:~¢edom Ring;" ~

NO!!’: THEREFORE 1. Bill Richardson. Governor of the State ql~N.ew
Mexico. do hereby procta.im the 6~ of May, 2004

 NationalDay of Prayer"

Done at the £~’eclaive Qlfice this
l ~�* day ofk~ebrum3". 2004.

Rebecca Vigit-Giron
Secretat3," of Stale

Witness my hand and the Great S~ool of
the Great State ~f New M~rico

Bill .RidmnNon
Gol~t~rt~or
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, a National Day of Prayer has been a part of our
nation’s history.’ since firs~ being proclaimed by the Continental Congress
in 1775; and

WHEREAS, in 86.3, President Abraham I.i~moln siEned a
proclamation asking Americans to set aside April 30* as a day to ~’coni;:ss
national sins, and to pray fbr clemency and lbrg veness;" and

\VFIEREAS, suct’~ a day has been observed nationally since !952
when Congress and President Harry S. Truman provided for a National
Day of Prayer "on which the people of the United States may turn to God
in prayer and meditation:" mad

WHEREAS, in 1988, legislation designating that a National Day
of Prayer is to be observed on the first Thursday o fever’ May was
unanimously ratified by Congress and signed by president Ronald Reagan:
and

W 11 E REAS, Ohio is home to citizens of:nan? ,’hiths. and prayer
has lon,g been a positive force that unites our citizens and serves as a
source of inspiration and hope to countless individuals: and

,VHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer will be obse~’ed on r~
Thursday, May 6, 2004 with the theme Let t, reedcm Rinz:" and

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper to observe a Day of Prayer in
Ohio as a "time when all citizens may acknowledge our blessings, express
gratitude, and recognize the continuing need for strong positive values to
guide our state and nation.

NOW, TtI EREFORE, I, BOB TAFT, Governor of the State
of Ohio, do hereby designate the day of May 6, 2004 as

A DAY OF PRAYER
throughout the State of Okio. which stands as an apt co:npanion to our
state mouo. "With God All Things Are Possible."

On this 6" day of May, 2004:

Bob Taft:
Governor
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WHERF-!~, the NaHonal Day of Prayer is a tradition and itnportant occasion ~m
proc~imcd ~. the Contincntal Confiress in 1775: a11d

|4,~ENEA~, in. 1998, the U.S. Congress set aside th,Lfir~t Tfiursday of each May as a
NationafDay of,Prayer (!~ub£~c Law I00-307_]" aluf

H,~-/ET~E.~S; the First Amemhnent to the UnitcdStatcs Cot¢dtution s~t~, "Cougr~s
sli~ma~ no ~w rc~e~i~ an ~bF~fim~it of re&~on, or prohibiting the~ee excrete
there~ or ab~ng the freedom ~eech, or ~tbc press; or the ~ght of the pe~fe
Wa~abfy to ~s~ble, a~ to p~tOion the go~mm~t for a redress (e~.,m~ces t" and

Hc!qF_¢i~ the right to re£udious ¢ifierO’ is stipulatedin Article I, Section 2 of the
Oklahoma Constitut~n; and

H.qqEIBff,~th~2OO4th~mcfortlleNationa("DaycfPrayeris,"£~tFrced°mRing, thcl(
.~eedom to gather, thefreedora to morship, the freedom to pray

NOel¢, TII~d~EFORE, I, BI~D H~VIfY*, Governor of the State of Oklahoma, da
hereby proc~fin May 6~ 2004, as

in the State of Oklahoma,

andwc~ome my,f’eOine Oklaho~na~r to pray. each after his or her ~r,~’n~mh.
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WHEREAS, first called for in 1775 when the Continental Congress asked
the colonies to pray for wisdom in forming a nation, days of
prayer have continued through our country’s history; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer was established as an annual
event in 1952 by a joint resolution of the United States
Congress and signed into law by President Harry S. Truman;
and

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the Nationa~ Day of Prayer belongs to a!l Americans; it is a
day that transcends differences, bringing together citizens
from all backgrounds and faiths to pray for wisdom, guidance,
and protection on behalf of our families, government leaders,
military, and civil servants; and

with the theme "Let Freedom Ring," the 2004 National Day
of Prayer provides an opportunity to pray for our nation, its
people and its leaders, while honoring the commitment to
religious liberty and tolerance that contributes to our
continued strength.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mark Sanford, Governor of the Great State of
South Carolina, do hereby proclaim May 6, 2004, as

SOUTH CAROLINA DAY OF PRAYER
throughout the state and encourage ali South Carolinians to celebrate this
event in a manner consistent with their own faith.
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in South Daltota.

In Wimess Whereof. [ havehereunto set myhand and
catmed.t6 be affixed, the!Great Seal of the-~tate of
South .Dakota, in Pierre~:~i’~:7:the Capital Cit3’i this
Eighteenth Day of.Fgb~ in the Year of Our Lord,
Two Thousand and Four?.:                    ;

Attest:

Chris NelSon, Secretary of State.
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Proc a tion
Si te ors ta © ikot .....
Officeofth GOvernor "e .

,:::}!:WhOrl Civic and national days ofprayer:l~ave a.l~g and veneraMe history in

,,: ..,: ..~..£;:’.;

:WltO),~£ Th~Deetaration ofI~dep~ndenee, i9~!r:first statement ~ Amp!cams of.naUonal pm~,.se, a~t£:Nentlt~,...
~,it~;;~:e law f t ¯ and Of Nature’s GC~’ the foundation of our United Slates of Arnc~ca.!!ana:.assertea ¯

!Wh~iai;.The ;Supr~ae Courthas amrm~.,.~hefight-0f state legis!atm~_ t0°pen. .thqtr sessm~ ~ pra~r,..a~nd
:the Supreme Court and the United States Congress¯them-selves be.ran each day wtttt prayer, an

.. Whereas, In i!~88, legislation setting aside: the, fir~t’Thursda, y in:.~ay in. each _yeari~,,a~Nati~ai.~ay or Prayer

~’as lms~d u~imlmously by both Hou~sofCpggress and s,gn~a ~ pres,aent Romeo ttea~.,~: i :.’. i .: "

Wherlms~!i:~’heNational Day of Prayer. is an opportunity, for; ~.~yicans of. al!.fa,ths to jo~ ?n..:~...n)t~-prayer ’co
acknowieitg¢ bur dependence onl .God~ ~o give thanks for ~lessmgs received, to request)~eatiqggor wounas
endu~! and to ask God to guide our leaders and bring wholeness to th~ United States and .her Citizens; and,

Where~s;.It is fitting and proper:to gi~’e thanks to God by Observing a day of prayer in S0utlLDakoIa when all
may ac~owle.dge our bh~ssings and express ~m-atimd¢ for them, while r~cognizing the need for strengthening
religiousand moral values in our state and nation; imd,

Wh:erea,, The 2004 theme: Let Freedom Ring, inspiredby the exhoctafion found in Leviticus 25:10: "..proclaim
fihettythroughout the lantt to all its inhabitants’~; .and.

NOw, THEREFORE, I, M. MICHAEL ROUNDS, Governor of the state of South Dakota~ do hereby proclaim
May 6, 2004, as

A DAY O~ PF, A~’ER



PROCLAMATION
By the Governor of Alabama

ri~n;ugh prayer, and

’I,I’-7,~R~o~5’, t~e :~’im’o.al~Day o/’Prm, cr was.6rst proclaimed t;’¢ the Continental
Congress m 177.~: and

~ide a ,Day ,~f ~!~a~J~r ~h," natfl,n, attd" in I~,~8. dcs~,mteaz ~a~rst "~fiutsday iu 31,O, ~ t~

’I4~I.~REA& ihe r,bscn,anzc ,f the :~;~ional Day ~l- ,i->ay,w has proved i,~ 6c a
p~u’c~ul~olttiat has bwu~!it

’i¢~I/~"q,~)Lq, ilib year ma/~- the 5.3~d annual :;~,~ttional Day o_f Prayer;. attd pcop6~
~,iflga~her ~og~the~ acro~ our r, at.~on to ~,bs:~,e ~hu~ symboiTa c~ata:

p:vcla;m. May 6. 2~.~)4, as

NationaIDay of Prayer
it: the S~at;~ ofAt’a f~ama.

Gn,en Under My Haudaud t~" Gr~at 3"~’al of
the c~licc ~f the G~mor at th~ 5~t¢ Capitol
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Executive Proclamation
by

Frank H. Murkowski, Governor
Ti~e Natkm~fl Day of Prayer is a long-standing ~radit~on that bega)~ wi~N an
order by the first ContintntM Colgress, signed by John Hancock,
es[abiishing the first Day of ~aycr on July 20, 1775. On May 5, !988,
amendment to Public ~aw 100-307 was si~ed by ~esident Ronald Reagan.
setting aside tt~e first Th~Iday in May as ~e National Day of Praye~.
May 6. 2004, Alaskans will join miIions of Americans across ~ciaL
and denomlnational boundaries to obse~:e our National Day of Prayer.

Since. S~,:ptember t I, 2001. Americans Nave becn l.ed to prayer, With conflict
overs<;as, fluciuation {n ~ur financiM markets, and the canstanI tt~reat
u~rrorism> Americans turn to prayer 15r comfo~ and protection in a Iime
uncertainty. We pray for [hose ~’ho have b~n last and we pray for ~hosc who may

I ei~coura~le your prayer for our national leaders, I encourage 3’our prayers
.’.’br our stme and local leaders. I e,ncourage you ,:o pray for ~hose who
r ~ay be suffering here and abroad. 1 ~,ncour:,~c you to pray for peac~’,

NOW. TtIEREFORE) t, Frank H, Murkowski. Governor of the State of Al;.~ska. do
her~’by pn×-k,Am May 6, 2004, as:

National Day of Prayer

m Alaska, aP.ci encourage all Alaskans u.~ obscrw’ this day in prayt:r and ~,:.’i~h
appraprimc rela~_ed ceremonies and activities.
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III

BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA

A PROCL~ATION
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER IN GEORGIA
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WHEREAS, many people across the United States seek comfort and joy through prayer and
fellowship, and millions will gather on May 6 for the 53raannual National Day of Prayer with its
2004 theme "’Let Freedom Ring’"; and,

WHEREAS, this tradition was established in 1952 by an act of Congress, and since then
has become a treasured part of our nation’s heritage t~f faith; and,

WHEREAS, in churches and other places of worship, Americans from across the country
will come logether Io pra.v [br wisdom and guidance in this troubled time; and,

WHEREAS the diverse citizens of Hawai’i sock the fi’cedom to worship according to their
conscience; and,

WHEREAS, this fundamental right is guarantced by our nation’s First Amendment to the
Constitution; and,

WHEREAS, this observance strives to help the people of Hawai’i draw strength from our
Creator and reaffirm the importance of prayer,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LINDA LINGLE~ Governor ~f the State of Hawai’i, do hereby
proclaim May 6, 2004, to be

HAWAi" I DAY OF PRAYER
the Aloha State, and encourage our citizens to join in prayer on dais day.

DONE at the State Capito[, in the Executive Chambers, Honolulu. State of Hawai’i, this
fitteenth day of March 2004.

Governor, Stale of l-|awai’i
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LN TESTII%~ON~" V,~HEREOF, I HAVE HERE-
UNvrO SUBSCRIBF!) MY NAME AND
CAUSED THE GREa~T SEAL OF THE STATE
OF IOWA TO BE AFFIXED, DONE AT DES
MO1NES THIS 3~v DAY OF M.M}.CH IN THE
YEAR OF OUR LORD TWO THOUSAND
FOUR.

HO.~S J. Wd~A~n<    "
GOVERNOR
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"IO THE PEOPLE OF KANSAS, GREETINGS:

WHEREAS. The Nmitm’al Day of Prayt:r is a tradition first proclaimed by thc Contin~tal
Congress in 1775; and

WttEREAS, In 1988. legislation ’x~ unanimously ral~fied by both houses o f Con~es~ and
sign~.’d by P~idcnt Ronald R~g~a, s~mg th~ the Nalional Day of P~yet w~ to ~ ob~’ed
on the fi~ ~umday oiev~’ May: ~nd

\VI:IEKEAS, This year ,rill mark the 53~a consecutive observance of the Nalional Day of Prayer;
and

WHEREAS, It is fitting and proper to obser~’e th s day in Kansas when all may aclomwk’dge our
ble~slngs and express ~atitude ihr them. while recognizing the ne~,! for ~trenglhening religious
and mora! ~’alu~ in our state and nation

NOW, THEREFORE. !, KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, GOVERNOR OF TIlE STATE OF
IC’kNSAS, do hereby proclaim May 6. 2t-i04, as

National Day of Prayer

DONE: At lhe Capitol in "ropeka
under the Great Seal of
the Slate this 8’~ day of
March, A.D.

--
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WHEREAS, since our nation’s founding, Americans have turned to prayer for
inspiration, strength and guidance; and

WHEREAS. especially since the tragic events of September 1 !. 2001, Americans
have prayed for comfort in a t~me of grief, for understanding in a time of anger, and for
protection in a time of uncertainty: and

WHEREAS. our nationa! leaders have historically called on the prayers of the
people, without regard to their religious affiliation, to meet the crises that have faced our
nation; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer was first proclaimed by the Continental
Congress in 1775; and

WHEREAS, President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thursday. April 30. i863 as
day of prayer as "an effective remedy for national ills for all people in all nations", and

WHEREAS. the Congress of the United States. by legislative action in 1988.
declared the first Thursday of May to be a National Day of Prayer,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOHN E. BALDACCI, Governor of the Stale of Maine. do
hereby proclaim May 6~’, 2004 as

A DAY OF PRAYER
throughout the State of Maine, and urge all citizens to join in this observance.

Secretary of State
TRUE A]-£ESTED COPY

tn testimony whereof, I have caused
the Great Seal of the State to be

hereunlo affixed GIVEN under my
hand at Augusta this seventeenth
day of February in the Year of our

Lord Two Thousand and Four.

accl
GOVeF~OF
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Executive
Office

0 F M ICHIG4 N

Jennifer M. Granholm
Governor

[Frrhg procIaints ~�~[a~ fi, 21304,

A Day of Prayer

Whereas, National Days of Prayer are a venerable American tradition, the first such day having been
proclaimed by the Continental Congress on duly 20, 1775~ and,

~qaereas, [n Michigan we are f~rtunate to trove been b".essed by our Creator with beautiful rivers, lakes,
fields, forests and a lx-ople who, through hsrd work and intellectual effort and toil, have made countless
cultural, indt:strial, agricultural and educational advaneemer:ts for the enrichment of life for nil our
citizens; and,

Whereas, In addition to having many blessings for whi~-.h we should be thankful, our society is also faced
with difficult challenges, international unrest and uncertain chnnging times which test our people and
challenge their beliet~; and,

Whereas. A day of prayer allows us the opportunity to acknowledge our many blessings, to contemplate
the numerous challenges that we as a society a~d nation face here at home and throughout, the world,
and to rededieate ourselve~ to helping others, strenffthening our personal faith and joining with His
divine plan to spread hope, peace and love among at! people; and,

Whereas, The observance also encourages .~mericans to affirm our nation’s spiritual roots and enlis~
prnyer for local, s~a~ and national leaders; and now therefore be it

Resolved, That I, Jennifer M. Granhoim. C]ovemor of’the State of Michigan, do hereby ptx3ctaim May 6,
2004, A Day of Prayer in Michigan,

M. Granholm
Govenmr
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STAT  f  ES OTA

~.VHEREAS:

~rl IEREAS;

,Minnesota is a stale we love for .~ many reasons: it.~ naturM b~auty, strong
commur, ities, diver~ population, and progressive hetStage; and

We share a common desire to uphold fi~stice, help our neighbors, and deal
forthrightly with the c?uollengcs facing our ,:x-op e: and

We live in a time of unceriainty and anticipation of a fuller realization of peace
~nd prosperilT, at hom~.¯ and abroad; and

We know ~mr state has been strengthtmed by the faith of its people to .’;boulder
diffk’ul~ Burdens and ~,ize bright new opportunities; and

Our Constitution begins, ’~We the people of Minne_sala, grateful 1o GtM ¢t)r our

same for our~lxxts and our posterity, do m’dain ,rod establish lh~s
Conslitulkm...’; and

We know man,,," of the challenges our society faces require a dnangc of heart,
¯ whicia government t_n. nr~ot legislate or enforce, but which gp~ritual g, rovvth cal~.
bring about.

Now, THI~tEI:ORF. I, TiM PAWLENqT, Govem0r of MinnL.-~ata, do hereby proclaim Thursday,
May" 6, 2~A,. ~s;

DAY OF PRAYER
m the Stale of M innt~la and humbly encourage citizens of faith ,~o turn to God as their
understanding and belie~s direct~ that we may open our hearts in thartksgi,~.ing for blessings .~rceived
and s~x-k wis&~m (or the road ahead.

IN W1TNES5 WHEREOF, ! have hereunto .~t my
hand and cau~d the Great ~at of the State of
Minnesola i~ be affixed at the Stale Capito! this length
day of April in the year of out Lord ~vo thousand and
kmr, and of the State lhe one hundntd forIy-fiith

GOVERNOR
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STATE OF MkqSISSIPPI

Office of the G ,ernor

A

WB[EREA$, our nation wa~ founded on a firm and faithful bedrock, by men who turned
to their God for guidance thrmagh prayer, and prayerful reverence has since sustained our
society and gaided our govemmeat; and

WHF2R~AS, in t775, the Continental Con~mxss designated a National Day of Prayer. an
action reaffirmed in t952 when the United States Congress designated the first Thursday
in May as an annual National Day of Prayer, and

WHEREAS, prayer allows us an opporttmity m reflect and to seek guidance, strength,
comfort and irtspiration from Almighty God; and

WHEREAS, in these trying times, when the world is so unsettled and when so many
brave dozens of Mississippi and the United States are far from home, making great
sacrifices for those abroad and those here at home, prayer becomes all the more
meaningful and impotaant; and

WHEREAS, this year marks the fifty-third observance of National Prayer Day,
pcopte will gather together across our nation to observe this important event:

NOW, THEREFORE. L Haley Barbour, Governor of the Stale of MississippL hereby
proclaim May 6a~,’ 200~, as

THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Mississippi.

WITNESS WHEREOF, 1
have hereamm set my hand ~ad
e~used the Great Seal of @e
S~te of M~i to ~
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

STATE oF MONTANA

February 24, 2004

National Day of Prayer
Box 15616
Colorado Springs, CO 80935-5616

Greetings:

Allow me to heartily endorse the partnership of Montana’s citizens in the 2004 National Day
of Prayer, an important day marked in a wide array of locales all across this vast state and
nation. I urge all Montanans to mark this unique day, May 6, 2004, in their own powerfully
personal ways.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

M~

Governor

TELEPHONE: (406) 444-31 I! F,~X: (406) 444..4151
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.......State of ............................. ¯
North Dakota
Office of tt~e C, overnor

John Hoeven

PROCL:M\L,\TI ON
DAY OF PRAYER

May 6, 20(M

WHEREAS, since our nation’s founding, Ametic:ms have turned to prayer for hope, strength,
comfort and protection in times of grief, anger and uncertainq,; and

WHEREAS, National Days of Prayer are a venerable American tradifon, the first such day having
been proclaimed by the Contnental Congress on July 20, 1775, to encourage Americans to affirm
the nation’s sph:irual rc~ts and to enlist prayer for local, stare and national le~ders; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that we observe a day to acknowledge o~ man), blessing, express
gratitude, and recognize the need to strengthen religious and moral values in our state aad
throughout the nation; and

WHEREAS, a day of prayer is al~o an opportumtT to renew and inspire the joy we find in our f~ith.
friends, family and communities, to remember those who are suffering and facing hardships, and to
pray for peace throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, on this special day, we must remember our brave men and women who are fighting to
defend our counm~ and presence our freedoms, thank them and their families for their sacrifices,
and pray for their safe forum; and

WHEREAS, the Utlked States Congress has set aside the first Thursday in May as a Nadonal Day
of Prayer; and

NOW’, THEREFORE, as the Governor of the State of North Dakota, I do hereby procLaim
May 6, 2004, as a DAY OF PRAYER in the state of North Dakota.

A’I’I’EST:

Secretat3, of State

6(1(3 E Botdrvard Ave
gi>marck, N D

Phone: 701.328.2200
Vax: 701.328.2205
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PROCLAAf A TION

DAY OF PRAYER
May 6, 2OO4

WHEREAS, Our country., founded on the ideas of freedom and fiberry and rich in cultural
diversity.’, is I~ome to millions of citizens who appeal w a higher being for guidance, wisdom and
assistance; and

WHERE.4S. through prayer and daily meditation, indiriduals take time to reflect on the
~,alue of life a,id the beauty of our world while a~Mng for peak, e, securi~A wisdom, guidance and
protection for our families, communities, government leaders, civil servants and military: and

WItEP~EAS, by asklng for dit~ne assistance, we seek. in our own way., to eradicate violence.
poverty cam trenton suffering, Our prayer~" support a nation that promotes individual freedom,
justice" compassion for our fellow man and the right to individual religious expression.

WltEREAS, celebrati~tg our right to pray reminds u~; of the adversity that our ancestor~~

struggled against in obtaining this right and of the progressive individuals throughout our hi~tory
who sought to ensure these rights.for every human, regardless of age, race, gender or faith. Their
prayers asked, as do ours today, that tlKs nation uphold the fundamental right to pray, to li~e in an
environment of peace and safety, and to seek per~oual prosperity; and

WHEREAS, prayer is an intportant part of humanity, and we shall never overlook, forget or
~tegtect the iridividual or group right to express religiou~ freedom through prayer, meditation a~d
p~orsonal reflectio~,

THEREFORE. h~ recognition of prayer and its importance in our lives, L Edward G.
Rendell, Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, do hereby proclaim M~y 6, 2004 as a
DAY OF PRAYER in Pennsylvania. I encourage all citizens to commemorat~ this day in their own
persoual way, whether through vocal or silent pr~’er, tneditarion, solitao’ thought or giring tltanks.

GIVEN under my !~and and the Seal of the
Governor, at the City of ltarrisburg, on thi~
t~inth dzo, of Februao’ in the year of our
Lord t~,o thousand and four. and of the
Comn~on~,etttth the two hundred und
t~.enO,-eighth.

EDWAP~D G. RENDELL
Governor
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ESTADO LIBRE ASOCIADO DE PUERTO RICO
L4, FO RTALEZA

SAN J U:~N. FUERTO RiCO

N%,:.: P~2&%l. 033

POR CUANTO :

POR CUAN~I-O:

i’OR CUANTO:

fOR TA.NTO :

,n¢la~ ,nd=dJua~ y ccia,=~.iv~z~ ~ nua-.!ro pals;
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State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations

GUBERNATORIAL PROCLAMATION

Whereax. tmr national |e.-r, dcrs have historically called on the praycr~ of the peoptc, s~’ithout
r~.adard to their r~:Iigious affiliatitm, to mc~ th~ crises that kavc t~act.’d our nation.

’Whereas, ~c National Day of Prayer \~� first proclaimed by the Continental C~ngrcss in 1775,
and Pr~ident Abvaham Lincoln ~roctairmal Thut=~day, Ap~-il 30, 1863, a-’~ a day of pva.~.¢r as ~An
¢ffecxi~ ~e.mt~dy for .naticma[ ills fi3r all people in all nadon-~": and

\\rhereas, by joining together on this ~,’er~ imporlam day, w~ arv r~minding ourselves and the
emirc matron oft he strong pr~’~cnc¢ of pra~,~r in our daily lives;

NOV~. THEREFORF~ 1, DONALD L. CARCIERI, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM,

May 6, 2004
as

National Day of Prayer

in th~z State of P, ht~te Island and call on ".all citizcns to join mr: in r~x:ngnizang the importance of
this day~

Donald L. Car¢ieri
Governor

Matthew A. Brown
SecretaD’ of State
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~TATE ~F TENNE’~SEE

PROCLANATION

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer is a tradition first proclaimed by the
Continental Congress in 1775; and

WHEREAS, throughout our nation’s history, many of our leaders have always
turned to prayer in times of crisis; and

WHEREAS, legislation was passed unanimousl~ in 1988 by both Houses of
Congress and signed by President Ronald Reagan setting aside the first Thursday in
May of each year as a National Day of Prayer; and

WHEREAS, Congress has declared ThursUay, May 1, 2004 as the 53rd
consecutive observance ol the National Da, y of Praye~; and

WHEREAS, I join with our President .and lhe Governors of the United Stales, and
invite Tennesseans of taith to join in prayer for our nation and our state.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Phil Bredesen, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do
hereby proclaim May t, 2004, as

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

in Tennessee, and encourage my fellow citizens to recognize, the importance and
significance that this day has for people of all faiths.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
my hand and caused the official seal of the
State of Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville
on this 14th day of April, 2004.

Governor

~/S~cretary of State
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STATE OF VERMONT

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

NOW, THEREFORE,

the first National Day of Prayer was established on July 20, 1775; and

the National Day of Prayer is a day set aside by Congress for
Americans to pray and reaffirm the spiritual principles upon whieh
this nation was founded; and

during the early .,,’ears, citizens of this emerging nation were
frequently united in obser~ance of prayer; and

citizens of Vermont may wish to join in obscr-,’ance of the National
Day of Prayer in the hope lha~ problems of the nation can be
peacethlly resolved.

I, James H. Douglas. Governor of the State of Vermont. de hereby
proclaim May 6, 2004, as a

DAY OF PRAYER

in Vemmnt.

Given trader my hand and the Great Seal of the State
of Vemmnt this 25’~ day of Februar.-’. A.D. 2004.

las ~)

By the Governor:

Neale F. Lundervitle
Secretary of Civi!. trod Mitita~ Affairs

Pls_Rsp_Req_POD_075



TFIE UNll’ED ~TATES VIRGIN

Ol:Ftgl~ O~ THE

Charlotte Amalie, V.L
.~-77~11

A PROC~~ON

BY THE GOVI:qRN()R
OF

LINFII~D S-IV\TES VIRGIN ISiANDS

"I-0 PRO("IAf,\,I N,,VII()NAL DAY ()F PIL,\YI:]~,

\.\.]--tl:*:RIg,\g IN 1952_ "ll-tE ((~NGRF,KS OF ql..IE (.IXlll.-:l) STAIILq AI)OPII:D A
Pd.:SOLI, ITI()N TO St:_:F AglDE :\ND PROCLAIM It tI:! FIRST-I11[ ItLSDAY O!:: ~,b\Y ( )l: D\(] !
YII:~M~, AS A "N.,.\~IIONAI. DAY OF I~RAVI--X’; AND

Wt..IEI~,E&% MAY 6, 2(X)4 I IAS BEI~ DFSIC;NAI]::D ,&q NAI!()NAI.. t)AY ()F
PRAY!:R IN I]tE VIR(;IX [~;lJ\Nl)S: COMMI:i\-I()R,~VI]X(.; I].tE 53R1) ANNIVIiI~,SARY O|:
THIS !.ILg-I()RIC Ct-],tiBRATt()N VVI’[Tf ll.tl-: lI II~\tti q.[~f’ FRIiED()_M RING’: AND

\\’I II£RE&S \VIII I AI_!. "II-tE [~,LMS AND IRiB{ IIATI{.)NS ~\E FACE DAII.,Y, fl IS
IMP{.)RTAN’I "II..tAT \:\.E l,lVt-i I.XER _MINI)FU[. (-)t; IILS J[ LS’II(’E ANI) GIVt! "It.IANKS
HIS MANY BI.ILg.SINGS;

NOW, ]}IF.Rt-~ORI( L C!tARIdLS \V. IllRNBtlI.I.. G()VERN(3R OF t1 IE [INf]lil)
SIWII~ VtR(;IN LSIANI)R BY \.’IR"IIlE ()F ll IE MI’I] IORrlY \t~’II:.D IN MI.{ BY ]lie
REVLqEI) ()R(;ANIC ACT (}F 1954, ,Yg AMt-.N..I)I::t}, D{) HEREBY PR()UIAtM MAY (~, 2(X)4 AS
"XKIIONAL DAY O1: PRAYIT.R" IN ll IU VIRGIN ISLANDS COMMFAIOI{,\’llNG "ll IE 53RD
ANNIVF_tLS,.\RY OI:: I1 tLS tlLSTORI(? CE]F£RA°I!()N. 1 CAIt. UPON THE RI£SI1)F.NIS {)F
11 IF. I 1:RRFfORY TO ]()IN Wl°ll I ME IN OBSt~RVING °lt IE OCCASION.

IN \VI’I~EgS W!--tI~REOF. I HAVE HERF.UNTO SET .\IY I-L,~ND AND CALISED
rider. OF I].IE GOVIiRN ME~T OF "ll tE UNI’I]~D SFA’I]iS VIRGIN ISIANDS "1"O BI~ M:FIXI.~D
AT Ct.IARLOTI’E ~MX.L,~I.tE gl’. ITfOMAS, VIRGIN ISIANI.)~ "I]-tlS 5111 DAY OF AI’RII.
2~)4.

CHARI.Eq W. "ll tRNBt II.L "
(:;O~,~:~NOt~

U~.F[ENAN’F GOVFRNOR
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WHEREAS, on Apdt 17, 1952, lhe Congress of the United S~ates app~v~ ~he Joinl
Resolution to provide for setting aside an appropriate day ~ a National Day of Pr~yer (Public
Law 82-324; 66 Star. 64); ~d

~I’~EREAS, the histo~" of our nation is indelibly m~ked with the role that prayer h~
played in the lives of individuals and the nation: ~d

WHEREAS, historically our zreatest leade~ have turned to prayer in umcs of crisis and
thanksgiving; ~d

~7tEREA& the vi~ues of prayer, reflect, a common bond: hopes and aspiratiens., ~o~ows
and fears, remorse and renewed resolve, thmaks and joyt~l praise. ~d love;

NO~ TttEREFORE, 1. Ga~ ~cke. Governor of the state of W~hin~lon, do hereb7
pmclai~ M~y 6. 2004, ~ the

Day of Prayer

in Washington state, in keeping with ~he wishes of the Confess o~the United Stales, and ~ urge
all citizens to join me in this special obse~’ance.

Sizned this 9~n day of Feb~a~,. 20(~
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Proclamation

Whereas,

Whereas,

Wherea~

Governor Bob Wise
prayer has been reco~ized by our leaders in times of war and peace as virnl
to the maintenance of a strong national character and necessary to procure
the blessings of a just and benevolent God upon our government and

people; and,

West Virginia, the 351~ state of the United States, is a richly beautiful home

for its proud people who hold freedom in high regard and who strongly
desire to preserve their state’s heritage; and,

joining in common prayer is one of the most profoundly constructSve things

we can do for our nation; and,

Whereas,

Whereas,

the National Day of Prayer is a tradition first proclaimed by the Continental
Congress in 1775; and,

it is appropriate to honor God with a unified expression of gratitude and
humbly request divine intervention i.n the preservation and continuation of
sla’ong religious principles upon Which our nation and our state have been
established;

Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved that I, Bob Wise, Governor of the State of West
Virginia, do hereby proclaim ~$ay K, 2004, as:

A Day of Prayer
in the Mountain State and encourage all citizens to join in a national effort to better our
country through increased spiritual awareness and active participation.

In Witness Whereof, ! have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the

State of West Virginia to be affixed.

Done at the Capitol, City of Charleston, State Of West Virginia, this the Second day of
Februar~’, in the year of our Lord, Two Thousand Four, and in the One Hundred Forty-

first year of the State.

Bob Wise
Govemo£

By ~he Governor:,

Joe Manchin III
Secretary of State
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EXHIBIT 19



TO ALL TO ~q-IOM THESE PRESENTS COME- GREETLNGS:

WHEREAS: In 1952, the United States Congress established an annual Day of Prayer,
during which Americaasof all faiths were encouraged to pause in prayer,
thanking God for this land and its people and see’king inspiration, strengtI%.
and guidance, wisdom, courage, direction, and comfort; and

As Americans, wc need not shrink from asking for Divine assistance in
our continuing efforts to relieve human suffering at home and abroad,, to
reduce hatred, violence, and abuse, and to restore families across our land;
and

WHEREAS:

WHER.KAS:

Thioughout the history, of our Nation, our government has welcomed
Divifie guidance in its work, ~4aile respecting the rich and varied faiths of
its citizens. From patriots and presidents to advocates for justice, our
history refleCts the strong presence of prayer in American life; and

America v,~s founded on the principles of religious freedom and libert)’
for all. By following our own beliefs while respecting the convictions of
others, we can strengthen our people and build upon our promise as a
State; a~d

This year marks the 58th anniversary_- Of the National Day of Prayer with
i~s theme: "Prayer! America’s Hope", based upon Psalm 33:22, t~,9_ich
states, "May Your unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord, even as we put our
hope in You"; and

On Iris, 7, Americans are im5ted to join in prayer for our Nation and our
States, to give thanks for the men and women of the mititary who defend
freedom, to ask fc~r God’s protection, and to pray for peace thro _ughout the
World;

NOW, THERF_.FORE, I, lIKE BEEBE. Governor of the State of Arkansas, by virtue of
the authority vested in me by the law~ of the State of Arkansas, do hereby
proclaim May 7, 2009, as

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

across the State of Arkansas, and t urge all citizens to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies and ac~vities and to pray with diligence and
humility.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunlo set my -t~md and caused ~he Great Seal of
the Slate of Ar’iamsas to be affixed this !7th day of March, in the year of
our Lord 2009~

| EXHIBIT

CHARLIE DANIEL$, SECRETARY OF STAT~ ~
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

WHEREAS, Americans have turned to God in prayer for guidance since our nation’s
founding; and

WHEREAS, throughout the history of our state and nation, we have humbly prayed for
guidanCe, comfort, and protection where needed, and have given thanks for our many
blessings which God has graciously bestowed on this nation since its inception; and

WHEREAS, prayer has comforted us in times of sorrow, and given us strength and hope
for the future. We ask God to keep His hand upon us and bless the great State of Florida
and the United States of America; and

WHEREAS, we continue to give thanks for the men and women of the military that are
defending our freedom and we humbly ask God for their protection. We pray for peace
throughout the wodd; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer is a day set aside by Congress for all Americans to
pray and reaffirm the spiritual principles upon which this nation was founded; and

WHEREAS, 2009 marks the 58t~ anniversary of the consecutive annual observance of the [/
National Day of Prayer, and the theme this year is, =Prayer...America’s Hope," based on
Psalm 33:22 which declares "May your unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord, even as we put
our hope in you;" and

WHEREAS, on May 7u’, Americans will unite at specific times in prayer for our nation and
state to acknowledge our dependence upon God, to give thanks for the many blessings
our country has received from Him, to recognize our need for personal and corporate
repentance and renewal and to invoke God’s blessings upon our leaders and ask God to
protect and bless our nation;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Charlie Crist, Governor of the State of Florida, do hereby extend
greetings and best wishes to all observing May 7, 2009 as the National Day of Prayer.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, i
have hereunto set my hand
and caused the Great Seal
of the State of Florida to be
aft-~xed at Tallahassee, the
Capitol, this 31~ day of
March, in the year two
thousand nine.

Governor

THE CAPITOL
TALL~i’~SSEE, EI.O~IDA 32399 ’ {850) 488-2272 * F~ {850) 922-4292
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INTHE ~IAME AND BY’[~E AU~ORffY OFTHE STATE OF IOWA

PROCLAMATION

PRAYER IS A FUND.~.IENT:~L PART OF OUR NATION’S HERITAGE, ~rlTH
THE FIRST NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER PROCLAIMED BY ~
CONTINENrrAL CONGRESS ON JULY 20, 1775; TO A.FFIRM TFIE NATION’S
SHRITUAL HERITAGE AND TO ENLIST PRAYER FOR LOCAL, STATE
NATIONAL LE&DERS; AND

REVIVED AS AN ANNUAL OBSERVANCE BY CONGtLEgS IN 1952, THE
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYEIL I-L/US BECOME A GREAT LrNIFkqNG FORCE
FOR OUK CITIZ~-NS FROM A DIVERSE NL~,IBER OF RELIGIOUS
BACKGROUNDS A~q3 IS RECOGNIZED AS A DAY FOR ALL. AMERICANS
TO PRAY AND REAFH]LM THE SPIRITUAL pILr~CIPLES UPON WItlCH OUR
NATION WAS FOUNDED; AND

WE CONTI’Nq3E GlarING THANKS FOR THE MEN .~qD WOl~-2q OF TIlE
MILIT.M~Y WHO DEFEND FREEDOM, AND WE HUM-BLY ASK FOR THEIR
PROTECTION AND PRAY FOR PEACE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD; AND

THE THEME FOR THIS Y-EAR IS ’AMERICA, UNITE IN PRAYER" IN SPIRED 1 (
BY THE. E3,XqOKTATION FOLrND IN Ii CH~ONHCLES 7:1~ "IF MY PEOPLE_.
WII.L HI.~I3LE TH~-MSELVES .~dqD PRAY:

NOW, THEREFORE, L CHESTER J.’ CULVER, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF IOWA, DO
HEREBY PROCLAIM M.AY 7, 2009, AS A

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

IOWA.

1~ TESTIMOhq: 3k’HEREOF, I HAVE HELLE-
UNTO SUBSCRIBED MY N.MvlE.aND
CAUSED THE GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE
OF IOWA TO BE AFFIXED. DONE AT DES
MOI]qES THIS 19r~ DAY OF FEBRUARY IN
THE YEAR OF OUR LORD TWO THOUSAND

oovHoqo~ o~ ~OWA

ATTEST:

MICHAEL A. MAURO
SECRETARY OF STATE



0
Proclamation

Pt71ERE.4S, the citizens of the State of lddho are a diverse people, repres~mting many nations and
religious traditions; and

WI-IF_.REAS, the history of our co~nng" is replete with leaders who ~ol~mtarity called upon their
God ~.tth needs both great and small, such as:

"It ~7~uld be particularly improper to omit, in this first official act, my fervent supplication to that
Almighty Being, t~’ho rules aver the universe, I~ho presides in the counciL; of the nations, and Whose~

providential ah~s can supply every human defect, that His benediction moo’ consecrate to the liberties and
happiness of the people of the United States. "- George Washington, Inaugural Address, April 1789

"’We humbly and.fer~zntty implore the Almighty disposer qf events - to maintain the Constitution
and to bless o~n, nation with tranquiliO,, urder t~Tmse benign influence we may reach the summit of
happiness and gloo; to which we are destined by nature and by nature’s Go~ "- William Penn. 1799

"Knowing that intercessory prayer is the mightiest weapon and the supreme call for all
Christians toda); 1pleadingly ask our people ever)where to pray. Believing that prayer is our greatest
contribution that our t~ople can make in this critical hour, I Irumbty urge that we take time to pray - to
really pray. "- Robert E. Lee, 1864

"’lt is the duO, of mankind on all suitable occasions to ackncra,ledge their dependence on the
Divine Being. "-Benjamin Franklin concerning a fast day, 1748

"’l!?Ttite the people are virrao~, they cannot be subdued, but when they lose their virtue, they will
be ready to surrender their liberties to the ftrst external or internal im, ader. " Samuel Adams while
sio~aing the Declaration of Independence, 1776

"’I have been driven many rimes to ray knees by the over~,hetming conviction thai I had absohaely
no other place to go. "-Abraham Lincoln concerning his belief in the power of praTer, Date Unknown

IVHEREA~ the motto of the hra~ional Day of Pr~. er and the State D~. of Prayer is
"Pra):er..~lmerica’s tlope " a reaffirmation for the biblical ~d~ortation in Psalm 33:22 "May your
~failing love rest upon ~, 0 Lord. even as we put our hope in You ";

NOW, THEREFORE, I, C-L "2~bTCH" OTTER. Governor of the Stme of ldaho, do hereby procIaim
~y Z 2oo9, t~ be

A DAY OF PRAYER

in Idaho, and I im’ite cit~.en~ to gcaher together on this day in t~eir honm~ churches, public meeting places,
and various places of wor~’hip to ~ in their own wa~. .far uniO, qf the hearts o_fall mantan~, and the return
of strong moral character b; the Ih~es of the people of d7 natiorls, cmd peace cad understanding throughout
the world

IN WITN£SS ~HEREOF, 1 l~n,e hereunto ~et my hand
and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of the State of
Idaho in ~oise on this 24~ day of Atarch in the year of
our Lord two-thoraand and nine and of the
~ndependence of the United States of America the two
hundred thiro, third and of the St~ehood of Idaho the
one 1-amdred nineteentK

CL "°BD~H" OTI~R
GOFERNOR

SECRETARY OF STXTE
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WHEREAS,
Americans have turned to God in prayer for guidance, strength, and inspiration since

our nation’s founding; and
WHEREAS, Since the Continental Congress first declared the first Day of Prayer in 1775, the

peOple of the United S~ates and this great Commonwealth have regularly gathered to
pray for our nation, its people, and our leaders; and

WHEREAS, The Commonwealth of Kentucky and its citizens serve as an illustration of the

abundance of blessings God will bestow upon those who pray earnestly to Him; and

WHEREAS, It is an honor and a privilege to join the nation in petitioning to God for wisdom,

blessings, and protection of our President, our troops, and local and state officials; and

WHEREAS, We continue to give thanks for the courage and sacrifice of the men and women in the

military and ask that God will grant them courage and grace as they bravely defend
freedom throughout the world, as well as comfort their families; and

WHEREAS, We humbly ask God to safeguard Kentucky’s people and continue to guide our

Commonwealth in the direction of His will; and

1(WHEREAS,
The theme of the SSth National Day of prayer, Prayer...America’s Hope, is based on
Psalm 33:22 which says, "May your unfailing love rest fipon us, 0 Lord, even as we
put our hope in you."; and

NOW, THEREFORE, I, STEVEN L. BESHEAR, Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, do hereby

proclaim I~ay 7, 2009, as

DAY OF PRAYER

in Kentucky.

DONE AT THE CAPI-FOL, in the City of Frankfort this
1~ day of April, in the year of Our Lord Two Thousand
Nine and in the 217t~ year of the Commonwealth-

GOVERNOR
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NOW, THEREFORE,

 rodamation
prayer is a fundamental part of our nation’s heritage, with the ~
National Day of Prayer proclaimed by the Continental Congress on July
20, 1775 to afftma the nation’s spiritual heritage and to enlist prayer for
local, state and national leaders; and

revived as an annual observaoce by Congress in !952, the National Day
of Prayer has become a great unff3dmg force for our citizens from a
diverse number of religious backgrounds and is recognized as a day for
all Americans to pray and reaffirm the spiritual principles upon which
our nation was founded; and

we continue giving r.hanks for the men and women of the military, who
defend freedom, and we humbly ask for their protection and pray for
peace throughout the World; and

the theme for this year is "Prayer...Ametica’s Hope" and ~s based on
Psalm 33:22 which states, "May your unfailing love rest upon us, O/!
Lord, even as we put our hope m you_

I, Bobby ffindal, Crovemor of the State of Louisiana, do hereby proclaim
May 7, 2009 a.s a

DAY OF PRAYER
in the State of Louisiana-
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 rotIamation

~:re:K~ Established in ~gs:t by Congress, the National Day of lh’ayer has become a treasured part of our
nation’s heritage of f~ch;, and .

.~m, ~gI~trefore, ], ~e~zl ~. ~atrirk, Govemor ofthe Commonwealth dMassachuseC~s, do
ereby prodaim Ma.v ,’~h, ~oog, to be

MASSACHUSETTS DAY OF PRAYER

~iven at the Executive Chamber i~ Boron, this thirt~first day of March, in the year two thousand and nine, a~d..of
the Independence of the United States of America. the two hundred and thirty-second.

By His Excellency

I) EVAL L~

SEC.~ETAR Y OF THE ~OMMO~W’~-EA.L TI~
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STATE OF MISSIS SIPPI
Offic~ of the Governor

WHEREAS, Our.nation was founded on a firm and faithful bedrock, bymen ~aho turned
to their God for guidance through p~ayer, and prayerful reverence has since sustained our
society and guided our government; and

WHEREAS, In 1775, the Continental Congress designated a National Day of PrayeL an
action reaffirmed in 1952 when the Unimd States Congress dssig’nated the firgt Thursday
in May ~s an annual National Day of Prayer; and

V~TIEREAS, Prayer allows -as an opportmfity to reflect and to seek guidance, strength,
comfort and inspiration from .Mmighry God; and

W~BEREAS, In these tr3~ng times, when the world is so unsettled and when so many
brave citizem of Mississippi and the United States are far from home, making great
sacrifices for those abroad and ~hose here at home, prayer becomes all the more
meaningful mad important; ~md

WREREAS, Dav of Prayer, we ask God’s continued blessings on our eounu-y. This
yea~s theme, "Pr~yer! America’s Hope." is taken from- Psalm 33.22, *May yourunfail.ing
love rest upon us, O Lord, even as we put our hope in you." On this da3q we pray for the
sa~fe~ of our brave men and women in uniform, for their rarefies, and for the comfort
and recovery of those who have been wotmded.

W/~IEREAS, This year marks ~he fiffy-eigh~ observance, of National Prayer Day, and
people will gar_her t~gether across our nation to observe this impoltam event:

NOW, TI~REFORE, I, Hale_v Barbour, Governor of the State of Mississippi, hereby
proclaim May 7th, 2009, as

THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

in the State of Mississippi.

IN WITNESS WHE~OF, I
have hereunto set my hand
and caused the Great Seal of
the State of Mississippi to be
affixed.

¯DONE at the Capitol in the
City Of Jackson, on the
twen~-fifth day of March in
the year of our Lord, two
thousand and nine, and of the
In~dence of the United

~tat~ of America, the two

GOVE~OR



UqtEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Ci~qc pr~.’ers and national dang of prayer have a long aud venerable
histoO, in our c~mstirational republic, dating back to the _~trst
Continental Congresx in 1775; and

The Deeloration of Independence, our first .¢atement as An~cans of
national purpose and identiO,, ~e la~ the foundation of our United

States of America and a~serted that p~ople hm,e inalienable rights that
are God-gh, en; and

The Supreme Court has affirmed the r~ght of state legishaures to open
thdr s~ions ,rfftb pr~.,er and the Supreme Court and the United States
Congress~ themselves, begin each da9, with prayer;., and

In 1988, legislation sc~ting g~ide the first Thursday in May in each year
at a Natlonal l)~, of Prm. ,er ;~as pass~d unanlmousty by both Houses of
Congre~’s attd s~ned By President Ronald t~eagan," and

The National 1)0, of Prayer is an opportunity for Americans to join in
unitEdpra3.~-’r to acknmded~,e our dependence on C~-ut,. to gh,e thanks for
bl~singx, recMved, to request healing for wounds endure~ and to as~
God to guide our IetMers ~nd bring wholeness to the United Sta~es and
her citizett~; and

WHEREAS.,

r~TIEREAS,

NOW, THEREFORE,

It is fining and prt~er to gfi,e thanks to God by ob~er~qng a day of pr~.l,er

in NEbraska when all mat acknmeledge our blessings and ~press
~tude for them, ~,hile recogni~ng the need for strengthening
religious and moral values in our state and nation; and

This year marks the 58tb Annual P,2ttional Day of prat,~’: its theme
bring "Prayer. America’s Hope" reflecting the ,~rds in t~atms 33:22;
~’~tay your unfailing lm~ rest upon us Oh God."

L Dm,e Hrineman, Governor of the State of Nebraska~ DO HEREBY
PROCL4~I the 7th do3’ of Ma3".., 2009, as a

A~4 TIONA_L DAY OF PR4 YER

in ]~’ebr~ka, and I do hereby urge all citizens to take due note of the
observanc~

t~7~2~’~ESS I~!’]_EREOF, Ihm~ h~reunto set nq hand, and cause the
Great Seal of the State of Nebrasl,’a to be aft’cord this sixteenth
dtO" of _4pril, in the year of our Lard Two Thousand :~Tr~_

o_f State
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sv~’r~ or ~w ~,~x~co EXECUTIVE OFFICE s~r~ m N~W ~raco

WHEREAS, on May 7~ millions of Americans v,~tI gather for the 58’h annual National
DcO, of Pra.ver, established by joint resolution of Congress in 1952; and

WHEREAS, the National Dory of Prayer belongs to the Americans of all faiths who
share the profound conviction that God listens to the voice of His children and pours His grace
upon those who seek Him in prayer; and

WHEREAS, great American leaders prayed for wisdom while forming this nation and

continue to look for spiritual g-aidance in confronting the man)’ challenges of our day." and

g,7:tEREAS, thethemeforthisyearis"Prayer-America’sH°pe’"based°nPsalm][

33:22, "’May your unfailing love rest upon us, 0 Lord, even as weput our hope in you;

NOW, TI-IIEREFORE I, Bill Richardson, Governor of the State of Nmv Mexico, do
hereby proclaim May 7, 2009 as."

"Day of Prayer"
throughout the State of New lvlexico as an ongoing affirmation of America’s religious freedoms.

Attest: Done at the £~:ecutive Office this
3~ d@’ of April, 2009.

Witness my hand and the Great Seal
of the Great State of New Mexico

Bill Richardson
Governor
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Executive Proclamation
State of South Dakota
off  of -

Whereas, Civic and .national days ofprayer have a long and venerable history in our constitutional republic,
dating back to the First Continenta! Congress in 1775; and,

tVherea& The Declaration of Independence, our fu-st statement as Americans of national purpose and identity,
made "the taws of Nature and of Nature’s God" the foundation of our United States of America, and asserted
that people have inalienable rights that are God-given; and,

Whereas, The Supreme Court has aff’umaed the fight of state legislatures fo open their sessions with prayer, and
the Supreme Court and the United States Congress be~n each day with prayer; and,.

Whereas, In !988, legislation setting aside the first ThursdayinMay in each.year as a National Day of Prayer
was passed urmnimous!y by both Houses of Congress and signed.by President Rormld Reagan; and,

Whereas, The National Day of Prayer is an opporttmity for Americans ofali faiths to join in. united prayer to
acknowledge our dependence, on God, to give thanks..for blessings received, to request healing for wounds
endured, and to ask God to guide our leaders, and bring wholeness to the United States and her citizeas; and,

IJq~ereas, The 2009 themei "Prayer... America’s Hope" is based on the verse from Psalm 33:22; and,11
I~ereas, It is fining and proper to give thanks to God by observing a day of prayer in South Dakota when all
may acknowledge our blessings and express gratitude for them, while reeognizSng the need for strengthening
religious and moral values in our.~tate and nation:

Now, Therefore, 1, .M. Michael Rounds, Governor of the state of South Dakota, do hereby proclaim May 7,
2009, as

A DAY OF PRAgER

in South Dakota, and I urge aR citizens to participate in local community activities to recognize this .special day.

In g4tness gq~ereof, I have hereunto set my hand and
caused to be affixed the Great Seal of the stat.eof South
Dakota, in Pierre, the Capital City; this Twentb,-tl’6rd Day
of March in the Year of Our Lard, Two Thousand and

Attest:

- Chris:Nelson, S.ecret~y of State
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all man "kind.

A Day of Prayer
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Day of ]~rayer proclalmed by the Continent] Congress in 1775;

~err~, in 1785, ~lle conclusion of d~e Revo]uCiona~" V~ ar marked
¢emporary end to d,e ~ationa] Day of Prayer;

become the p~�~ d Ame~ca~ hls~or~ ~nd,

.~, ~n, ff~rt, I, Jon M. Hun~m~n, Jr., Go~ovnor d the S~e nt~ U~ah, do
hereby declare May 7, 2009, ~s
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CERTIFICATE RECOGNITION
By virtue of the authori.ty vested by the Constitution in the Governor of the

Commomvealth of Virginia, there is hereby officially recognized:

VIRGINIA DAY OF pILg.YER

WttEREAS, prayer plays a powerful role in the lives of people of all cultures, religions
and backgrounds and serves as a source of moral and spiritual guidance for millions throughout
our Commomvealth and nation; a~d

WHEREAS, Nation’,d Day of Prayer was first obsen, ed by members of the Continental
Congress in 1775 and President Truman signed a joint resolution declaring an annual National
Day of Prayer in 1952; and

W~-IEREAS, the 100t~ United States Congress passed a resolution on May 5, 1988,
proclaiming the observance of the National Day of Prayer on the first Thursday of May each year
thereafter; and

WttEREAS, the theme for this day ofprayer, Prayer! America’s .~trength andShield,
comes from the scripture Psalm 28:7, which says, "The Lord is my strength and shield; my heart
trusts in Him, and I am helped"; and

~,~TIEREAS, Virginia Day of Prayer is recognized by Vkginians and Americans of all
religious faiths, and those who participate will join in prayer for our loved ones and for our
enemies, and to reaffirm our course as a democratic nation ~qth the promise of liberty and justice

for all;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Timothy" M. Kaine, do b.ereby r~cogniz~ May 7, 2009 as DAY OF

PRAYER in the COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, and I call this observance ta the
attention of al! our citizens.
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WtlEREAS, Nationa! Days of Prayer have. been a part of our countD" s
heritage since they were declared by Me First Continental Congress in ! 775; and

WHEREAS, the 58~ observance of the N~iional Day of Prayer will be held
May 7, 2009, as mandmed by both house of Congress and by otu-President; and

WHEREAS, leaders of our nation have relied upon -’&e power of prayer
throughout American His~o~:; and

WHEREAS, we ~ a nation give t~hanks Ibr the freedoms we enjoy and pray
thai flae s~ate of Wyoming and its people will continue t.o be blessed and protected;
and

WHEREAS, Psalm 33:22 states: "May your unfailing love rest upon us, O
Lord, even as we put our hope in yot2’; and

WHEREAS. this year’s National Day Prayer theme .is "’Prayer! America’s

NOW ~fItEREFORE, 1, DAVE F REUDEN I HA., Govcrr~or efthe State
of Wyoming. do hereby proclaim May 7, 2009, to be

"NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER"

in Wyoming.

IN WrFNESS ’~VItEREOF, 1 have hei’eunto~ set 2y hand m..~, aus@ tlne
Executive Seal of the Governor of W):oming io be .ffix~d thi" _~day ot
Februa~’, 2009.

Governor

i
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By Her Excellency M. Jodi Rell, Governor: an

Official Statement
It~!~EREAS, this year’s annual observance of the National Day of Prayer,wiLl be

held on May 7, 2009, and the theme of the natmnwide celebration is ’Prayer. !
America’s Hope"; and

~ffi’HEREAS, a joint resolution of the United States Congress in 1952 established
an annual day for prayer and was signed into law by President Harry S. Truman;
and

~r~IEREAS, the declaration was amended in 1988, by both houses of Congress
and President Ronald Reagan, setting a permanent date for the National Day of
Prayer to be obsen, ed on the first Thursday of the month of May each year; and

~!’HEREAS, the annual day of prayer honors the vision and reverence of our
Founding Fathers, who, at the first Continental- Congress in 1775 called for a Day
of Prayer, as they sought guidance and support from God to have the courage and
wisdom to build Our Nation; and

~r~/~EREAS, it is fitting that we should give thanks for the freedom and prosperity.
enjoyed by this State and our Nation and pray for continued guidance and comfort,
whicla has been graciously bestoxved upon this Nation since its inception; and

~r~’/’HEREAS, as caring citizens of this ~eat Slate, we recognize prayer to be both

powerful and peaceful; now

~-’HEREFORE, I, M. Jodi Rell, Governor of the State of Cormecticut, do hereby

officially proctaim May 7, 2009, as the

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
in the State of Connecticut, and urge all citizens to observe this day in ways
appropriate to its importance and significance.

Governor
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BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA

A PROCLAMATION
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER IN GEORGIA

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS."

WHEREAS:

THEREFORE:

Since our nation’s founding, Americans have turned to prayer for inspiration, strength and
guidance and sought to do justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with God. Prayer was so
important m our forefathers that ~ey declared freedom of religion as one of our fledgling
nation’s greatest needs; and

A NadonaJ Day of P~ayer was first established by the Continental Congress in 1 775, and the
United States Congress in 1952 approved a Joint Resolution setting aside a day each year to
recognize the tradition of prayer in our land; and

We are afforded the privilege of prayer and the joy of seeking guidance, strength, [:om|ort
and inspiration from Almighty God. Regardless of our individual belief3 and faith practices,
we have an assurance that God hears our prayers and faithfully responds to our humble
petitions; and

Our state and her people have "be~n blessed, and we have faith that this is a direct result of
the heartfelt prayers of Georgia famiEes anc~ individuals, We are proud to join the nation in
observing May 7, 2009, as a Day of Prayer, with its theme, "Prayer...A,medc~’s Hope’; and

During these m/log economic times, we pray for our families onder stress and for our leaders
at they work to resolve the difficult issues ~’e face: and

We continue to pray for God’s blessing upon our military troops, here and abroad, praying
for protection, wisdom and divine guidance as they sen/e our nation. We pray for our heroes
here at home who 6sk their live~ every day to protect us, including police office,’3 and
firefighters, and ask that God \vatch over them as they watch over us; and

We remember and mourn for all Americans lost v~t~ose mission was to protect us here at
home or to free the helpless abroad, As they join our forefathersl many of whom also made

the ultimate sacrifice, we ask the Lord to bless and comfort their families; now

I, SONNY PERDLIE., Governor of the state of Georgia. do hereby proclaim .May 7, 2009, as a
DAY OF pRAYER in Georgia and encourage o~r cRizens to pray for God’s blessings on our
nation and her people.

in witness thereof, I haw hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Executive
D~pa~menr to be affixed this 13~ day of March in the year of our Lord two thousand nine~

{{
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For many people throughout the world, prayer is an important aspect of life. During
the course of human history, men and women of various faiths have turned to prayer in
times of joy and celebration, as well as in times of grief and need. Prayer is regarded as a
powerful force to find peace, comfort and healing, as well as to show reverence, express
one’s thoughts or emotions or seek forgiveness. It is for this reason that America’s founding
fathers included and protected this freedom in the First Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution.

OnMay7,2OO9, millionsofAmericanswillgatherforthe58"armualNationalDay°f[IPrayer, themed "Prayer...America’s Hope." More than 50,000 prayer groups from across
the country will join together in places of worship and other locatioas to pray for spiritual
guidance, as well as the needs of our communities, nation and world.

Locally, the Hawai’i Prayer Task Force will lead participants in prayer at Kapolei
District Park at noon, and in an evening ceremony joined by federal, state and elecled
officials, pastors, congregations and representatives from the armed forces at the State
Capitol Auditorium from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

THEREFORE, I, LINDA LINGLE, Governor, and I, JAMES R. "DUKE"
MONA, JR., Lieutenant Governor of the State of Hawai’i, do hereby proclaim May 7,
2009, as

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
in Hawai’i, and encourage our citizens to join together in prayer, each according to his or
her own faith.

DONE at the State Capitol, in the Executive Chambers, Honolulu, State of Hawai’i, this
first day of May 2009.

Linda Lingle      ~
Governor, State of Hawai’i
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Office of the Governor
State of Missouri

Proclamation

V~q~-EREAS, national days of pra~ver have been a part of our country’s
heritage since fast declared by the First Continental Congress in 1775; and

W~d~EREAS, the 58th observance of the National Day of Prayer ~x411 be held
May 7, 2009, as mandated by both houses of Congress and by our President; and

WHEREAS, leaders of our nation have relied upon the power of prayer
throughout American history; and

Wff:IEREAS, we are thankful for the freedoms we enjoy and pray that the
state of Missouri and its pvople ~ continue to be blessed and protected from
those who threaten democmc)r, and

WHEREAS, this year’s National Day of Prayer theme is "Prayer[
.America’s Hope"; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that we acknowledge the important role of
prayer and faith-based or~nizations in our communities.

NOW TKEREFORE, I, Jeremiah W. (Jay) Nixon, GOVERNOR OF THE
STATE OF MISSOURI, do hereby proclaim May 7, 2009, to be

M[SSOU’~RI DAY OF PRAYER

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto se~ my hand and caused to
be affixed the Great Seal of the State of Missouri, in the City of Jefferson, this 27~
day of March, 2009.

Secretary.- of State
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BEVERLY EAVES¯ PERDUI~
GOVERNOR

NATIONAL DAY OF pR~YER ~

20O9

BYTHE GOVERNOR OF TH~ STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

" A PROCLAMATION.

WHEREAS, National Days of pray~ have bee~ part of ore. country’s hezitage sinc~ the first one
was declared by the Continental_Congress in 1775; and

. WHEREAS, lead~ of our Nation have relied upon the power Ofprayer throughout American
history, and

WHEREAS, May 7, 2009, marks the 5gt~ consecutive observance of the Na~onal Day of Prayer,
as mandat~l by boli~ Congress and by oar lh-esid~nt in Public Law 100-307; and

WHEREAS, it is good that v~ acknowledge thal v~ ae all God’s handiwork and that it is-
appropriam.to call upon Him ii~ prayer; .and

WI~REAS, ’Trayez -’America’s Flo!~" is the them~ for the 2009 l~ational Day of Prayer; .

¯NOw, I, nAVeS o,f.the
do h~reby proclaim May 7, 2009, as a "DAY OF PRAYER tn Nortlx Caronna
join togsther in their homes, places of work and places of worship, to pray for the unity of the hearts of all
mankind, and t~ continue in praye~ for oar State and our Natio~-

"BEVERLy EAVES PERDUE .
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the 9%cational"Day of .Prayer i~ a tradu~ion and important occa.~n first proc/~,ed by
Co..tinentaI Congress in 1775, andAmer&u~ns a’nae the days ~Courfoundzrs have sharedour

~]~m~, it ~" eminenrOfitting a~’proper that we in Oklahoma obsemae a.a~y whzn a~-ofus in
our commuzities may. acknowle~e our blessings, and erpress gratitude for them whi~ recognizing
our need for the strengthening ofsp~itz~aml-moral~lues in our l-.ru~ and

g, sas~er~andthe~mg ti-,ne~wh~h testou-rcauntry’sw~’.aff~ ~tls . _

that we may honor Go~ bu~dstronger contmunlt~s oj~ c~-racter oaseaon ~t,s ways ana nave grea~
hope for thefutu~" and

~, wodde~’nts andourgreat needat ~hi~ time, rru~ ~hi~ a criti~alyear!~rprayer to
Almighty Godfor ourse£ves, our comm.,nities andour [~_adzrs; and

prayer rmniru~ us tb~ Godi~ our refuge andst-reneth, a ~zry presenz he~p in troubled

Map 7, 1009, as



Executive Proclamation
by

Sarah Palin, Governor
WHEREAS, a National Day of Prayer has been embedded in American tradition for htmdrecLs of years- the
Continental Congress called for a National Day of Prayer in 1775; in 1863, Abraham Lincoln established a
proclamation for a day of "humiliation, fasting, and prayer"; a joint resolution by Congress, signed by President
Truman in !952, declared an annua!, national day of prayer;, and in 1988, President Ronald Reagan set aside the
first Thursday in May as the National Day of Prayer;, and

WHEREAS, following the devastating event the United States experienced on September 11, 20ffl, President Bush
reminded us that Congress, through Public Law 100-307, called on citizens to reaffirm the role of prayer in our
society and to honor the religious diversity our freedom permits by recognizing this day annually; and

WHEREAS, the people of Alaska represent a variety of cultural and religious traditions, and each community of
faifft warrants the recognition and respect of others; and

WHEREAS, we encourage thoughtful reflection on the condition of our state and country, and honor our freedom
of religious expression, whether that is prayer, giving alms, fasting, peace activism, meditation, promotion of
social justice, or another form of contemplative action; and

WHEREAS, let us not forget that the liberty and freedoms we enjoy are promoted and protected by the
willingness, dedication, and sacrifice of our country’s military servicemen and womext; and

WHEREAS, on this National Day of Prayer, I urge you to join fellow Americans across racial, political, and
religious boundaries to observe this special day within your respective communities and faith traditions; and

WHEREAS, may we be thankful for our blessings, reflect on the many needs of our state and nation, treat our
neighbors with dignity and respect, and seek moral and spiritual renewal through the religious or spiritual
expression which most closely aIigrts with who we are as individuals;

NOW, THEREFORE, L Sarah Palin, Governor of the state of Alaska, do hereby proclaim May 7, 2009 as:

National Day of Prayer
in Alaska and encourage Alaskans to keep the health, well-being, prosperity, and peace of our state, nation, and
world in mind on this day.

Date& May 1, 2009

seal of the State of Alaska to
be affixed to this proclamation.
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WH~.AS, our nation was founded by men wha sought wisdom and guidance through
prayer, and

Wb~AS, ~he National ©ay of Prayer was first proclaimed by the Continental
Congress in 1775," and

WME~_Pd, the Congress of the. United S~ates, in 1952, enacted legislation setting aside
a Day of Prayer for the nation, and in 1988, designated the first Thursday in May as the
JVationaI Day qf Prayer; and

WJ~.XS, prayer luls playeda strong ro~ in our nation’s history andheritage, as many
Amen’cans have dependedon it for hea~r~ hope andgvadance; and

W3~-8~S, tt~ obserr.nce of the ~¢ationai Day of Prayer has proved to b~ a potful
toolthat has brought together and united citizens from d’rverse rebgious backgrounds in an
~-fort to face l~ ’s chaffenges ~.n’th renewed hope; and

910~, ~!tE~EFO~E, I, Bob Ri~j, Go~.ernor of A~banu~ do hereby proclaim May 7.
2009, as

National Day of Prayer
in the State af Alab~ma_

Given Under My Handandthe Great Sealof the
Office of the Governor at t~e State Capitol in the
City of Mont~om~ on tf~ 26t~ day of ~,~.~uy
2009.



Janice K. Brewer
Gov~rrlor

Office ofthe Governor
DAY OF PRAYER

WHEREAS, the religious freedom guaranteed us by the First Amendment to the United States Constitution and
the diversity of faiths practiced in America have made our land a beacon for people who seek freedom to
worship according to their conscience; and

WHEREAS, Americans of every race, background and creed come together in churches, synagogues, temples,
mosques and their own homes to pray for guidance, wisdom and courage; and

WHEREAS, just as we rely on prayer for courage, hope and renewal in our private [ires, so too do we turn to
prayer at times of joy, crisis and tragedy in our public lif~ as a Nation and a State; and

WHEREAS, Congress,.by Public Law 100-307, has called on our citizens to reaffirm the rote of prayer in our
society and to honor the religious diversity our freedom permits by recognizing annually a "National Day of
Prayer’; and

WHEREAS, we are especially mindfu! of the heroic men and women serving in our An’ned Forces, especially
those serving abroad.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Janice K. Brewer, Governor of the State of Arizona. do hereby proclaim May 7, 2009 as

*DAY OF PRAYER*

and encourage all Arizonans to pray on their own and give thanks for the rich blessings of our State and our
NalJon.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my hand and caused to
be affixed the Great Seal of the State of Arizona

GOVERNOR

DONE at the Capitol in Phoenix on this twenty4ourth day of M~rch in
the year Two Thousand and Nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of AmedcaL the Two Hundred and TNrty-third.A’ITEST:

Secr~ary of State
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PROCLAMATION

Prayer has helped pttll people through stmg#es and fear~ of ever5’ kind. It "also serves a~ a
wonderful way to express love, g.~atitude and concern, whether in private or amongst farmly
and friends. Throughout our nation’s history, leader~ have urged citizens of faith to pray f~
our land and those who defend our freedoms at home and abroad. For many Californians,
prayer is an important part of their daily lives, and today, we join with people across our
country in uniting in a National Day of Prayer.

Whether your particular place of worship is a church, syrmgo~’ue, tempte, mosque, home or
other hallowed place, I hope you will take a moment today to comxunne with God. In these
pra.~rs, may we rememb~ our loved ones, our communities, our troops, people and families
in need and especially our hard-working friends and neighbors who are strugghng during
these challenging economic times.

NOW, TI~EREFORF~ I, ARNOLD SC]ffWA1RZENEGGER, Governor of the State of
California, do hereby proclaim May 7, 2009, as a "Day of Prayer" in Ca.liforrtia.

~N WITNESS WIIEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Sea] of the
State of California to be aff’txed this 8th day of April 2009.

ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER
Governor of California

ATTEST:

Secm~’D’ of State



OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

:      STATEMENT
? IN OBSERVANCE OF

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
:

Whereas, those !m’ho conceived our nation drew svmngth, wisdom and

inspiration from prayer:;-and referred on numerous occasions to the neees~iq- of
prayer; and

|~z~reas, since our nation’s inception, n~arly eve~3" Pre~iden£ ha~ ~iled the
nation to prayer dttring critical times; and

Wherea~ in 1863,Presiden£ Lincoln declared a National Dayof Prayer and
fasting as tohe decisive Battle of Gettysburg raged; and

Whereax, on April 17, 1952, President Truman signed into law the
observance of a National Day of Prayer; and

Whereas, we are i~)lessed to live in a country that allows us the fi’eedom of
religious ex-pression in vhe public arena; artd

Wherea~ the National Day of Prayer provides an opp~)rtunity t~)r Lhe
corn munit.)" of faith to tak.~ advantage of our right to publicly gather and pray.

Now, T~refore, We, Jack A. MarkeIt, Governor,
and Matthew Denn, Lieutenant Governor,

do li~reby proclaim Th~rrsday, May 7, 2009

NA~ONAI, DAY OF PRAYER

in Delaware and urge all Delawareans to acknowledse the power and importance of
prayer e.vpecial]y during these times nf uncar~aint, y and daJ~y personal challenges.

N~mb~r
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WIIEREAS. in times of peril both at home and abroad, many America. citizens turn to prayer for help aml guidance: abd

I~qlERE..IS. millions of me. and w~nen across the nation gratefidly continue the tradition of pr~ver tn ch.rch~, s[’.agogues, temples.
mosque3, arid other houses of ~hip across our coantO’." and

1~71ER£.IS. estahlish~t in I952 ~" an act of Congr~. the National Day of Pra)~r is now obxe~,ed natio.ally eveo" .year on the.first

~uwsd¢~v in M~v:

WIIERE.,IS. the National Day of Pra)~r is a celebration of Americau citizeas" f~edom of religion, set foah in thb First Amendment.

Amm’icat~ tre~ure their religio~ freedom, wMch embrac~ the many div~e communities" of faith that ha~ it~tsed our
~ieO" aad our cult.ral h~itage over more than tn~ centuries," and

WHEREAS. in past ~a~, U S pr~ide.ts and got~rno~ hatw signed p~lamations desig.ating a National D~" of Pra~r: and

IVHEREA3~ the State of !llhtoi~ is pissed to join governors across the nation and Pr~ide~it Barack Oboma hy ixst~ng a proclamation
ho.oring the Natio.al ~v of P~’er. while ~.tht.ing to work with communities of faith to impro~w our

TIIEREFORE. L Pat Q.inn. Governor of the ~rtte of lllb~ois, do hereby proclain~ M~v 7. 2009 ~ NATIONAL DAY OF PRA YE~ lin Illinois.
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TO THE PEOPLE OF KANSAS, GREETI’NGS:

WHEREAS, The National Day of Prayer is.a tradition first proclaimed by the Continental
Congress in 1775; and

WHEREAS, In 1988, legislation was tmammously ratified by bbth houses of Congress and
signed by President Ronald Re~tgan, stating that the National Day of Prayer was to be observed
on the fncst Thursday. of every May; and

WHEREAS, This year will mark the 5S~ consecutive observance of the National Day of Prayer;

WHEREAS, It is fitting and proper to observe this day in Kansas when all may acknowledge our
blessings and express gratitude for them, while recognizing the need for strengthening religious
and moral values in our state and nation:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, KA_~ SEBELIUS, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
KANSAS, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2009, as

A Dco; of Prayer
in Kansas and urge all citizens to join i~ th~s observance.

DONE: At the Capitol in Topeka
under the Great Seal of
the State this 19t~ day of
March. AA3. 2009

BY T~IE GOVERNOR:

~ of State

Assistant Secretary of State
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~I,7fERE.4S,

WHEREAS,

WIlEREAS,

WHERE4S,

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
MAY 7, 2009

Congress establLshed art annual dar of prayer, during which people throughoutthe United States
In 1952,
were encouruged to pause in repentance and intercession for our nation; and

Prayer can play a ~,aluable and produc~i*’e role in s~rengthening bonds of understanding, tolerance,

friendship and units among alI people; and

Ma~.’landers cherish our heritage of religious freedom and throughout our State and the Nation events

will take place to celebrate and honor the Nazional Day of Pro’er¢ and

Maryland is" pleased to recognize the historic role tlmt prayer has played it~ our nation by observing

the first Thursday in May as National Day of Pra_ser.
}’~ GOVERN’OR OF THE STATE OF &f 4RYLAND do hereby proclaim

SOle; THEREFORE, I. MARTIN 0 MALLE .                               "
MAY 7, 200~ ~ NA TION,4L DAY OF PRAYER in Maryland. and do commend th~ celebration to all vf our citi~n~

and nine
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WHEREAS, since our nation’s founding, Americans have turned to prayer for inspiration,
strength and guidance; and

WHEREAS, especially since the tragic events of September 11, 2001 and the Gulf Coa~
hurricanes of 2005, Americans have prayed for comfort in a time of gdef, for understanding in a
time of anger, and for protec’don in a time of uncertainty; and

WHEREAS,. our national leaders have historically called on the prayers of the people,
without regard to their religious affiliation, t~.meet the oises that have faced .our nation; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer was first proclaimed by the Continental Congress
in 1775; and

WHEREAS, President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thursday, April 30, 1863 as a day of
prayer as "an effective remedy for national ills for al! people in all nations"; and

WHEREAS, me Congress of the United States, by legista~ve action in 1952 - and
amended in 1988 - dedared the first Thursday of May to be a National Day of Prayer,

NOW, THEP~FORE, I, 3OHN E. BALDACCI, Governor of the State of Maine, do hereby
prodaim May 7, 2009 as

A DAY OF PRAYER
throughout the State of Maine, and urge all dtizens to join in this observance.

tn tes~mony whereof, I have caused
the Great Seal of the State to be

hereunto affixed GIVEN under my
hand at Augusta this twentieth

day of March in the Year of our
Lord Two Thousand and Nine.

John E. Baldacd
Governor

of State
TRUE ATTE~-I’ED ~Y
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Executive Jennifer M. Granholm

Office
Governor

CERTIFICATE OF PROCLMKATION @

Day of Prayer

Whereas, National Days of Prayer are a venerable American txadition, the first such day having been
proclaimed by the Continental Congress on July 20, 1775; and,

Whereas, In Michigan, we axe fortunate to have been blessed with beautiful rivers, lakes, fields, forests,
and people who, through hard work and intellectual effort and ~oil, have made countless cul~ral,
indust~.’aI, agricul~xa] and educational advancements for the enrichment of life for all; and,

Whereas, In addison to having many bles.~ngs for w~ich we should be thankful, our society is also faced
with difficult challenges, international unxe~t, and ~mcertain changing times which test our people and
challenge our beliefs; and,

Whereas, A day of prayer allows us the opportunity to acknowledge oux many hlessings, to contemplate
the nmmerous challenges that we, as a society and a nation, face here at home and throughout the world;

Now, Therefore, be it Resolved, That I, Jem~fer M. Granholm, governor of the state of Michigan, do
hereby proclaim May 7, 2009, Day of Prayer in Michigan. I en~ouxage al! citizens to .dedicate themselves
to helping others, strong’on the£r own persomal faith, and join ~ogether to spread hope, peace, and love
among all people.

Governor
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STATE. 0f MINNESOTA

WHEREAS: Minnesota is a state that enjoys many blessings: natural beauty, abundant resources,
slxong families, a diversified economy, native peoples, and immigrants from all over
the world; and

W~EAS: iVEmnesota is chaIlenged by ~he pervasive enemies of humankind: poverty, sickness,
hunger, injustice, prejudice, discouragement, greed, crime, and alienation; and

Minnesotans have always held high standards of excellence, justice, generosiVy,
freedom, equality, and progress, and we have faced these problems with resolve; and

WHEREAS: Our state has been strengthened by the conscience-based actions of people of faith in
all walks of life; and

Man}’ of the challenges we face require a change of heart, wt-6ch government cannot
legislate or enforce, but which spiritual growth can bring about; and

WHEREAS: Our Constitution begins with these words: ’%~’e, the people of the State of bfinnesota,
grate_hal to God for our cixdl and religious liberty, and desiring to perpetuate its
blessings and secure the same to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish
this Constitution .

NOW, THEREFORE, I, TIM PAWLEN~I~; Governor of Minnesota, do hereby proclaim Thursday,
May 7, 2009, as:

DAY OF PRAYER
in the State of _Minnesota and humbly encourage citizens of faith to turn to God as their
understanding and beliefs direct, that we may open our hearts in thanksgiving for blessings received
and to seek strength, wisdom, and encouragement to build a better Minnesota for all.

SECRETARY OF STATE

IN ~ WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of
Minnesota to be affixed at the State Capitol this 16th
day of April in the year of our Lord two thousand and
nine, and o~ the State the one hundred fiftieth.
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March 3, 2009

OFFICE OF TIIE GOVERNOR
STATE OF ~[ONTANA

Mrs. Pat Kempf
Montana State Coordinator
National Day of Prayer
PO Box 20894
Billings, MT 59104

My Fellow Montanans:

Although I do not issue proclamations for days, weeks, or months, 1 am pleased
to recognize "National Day of Prayer" in the State of Montana.

I appreciate your efforts to use this observance to raise awareness and to
educate the public. I encourage Montanans of every faith to acknowledge May
7m, 2009 as the 58th Annual National Day of Prayer.

This event is an opportunity to reflect on the magnificent diversity of religious
beliefs across Montana and nation, should serve to unite people of faith from
every culture and tradition.

I commend your efforts to keep freedom of religion alive nationwide.

Sincerely,

BRIAN SCHWEITZER
Governor

STATE CAPITOL " P.O. Box 200801 - HELEN.,\. MONT.~,N.’x, 59620-0801
TELEPHONE: 406-444-31 l 1 ¯ F*~ 406-444-5529    ~E~[TE. WWW.X[T-GOI’
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-- State of
North Dakota
Odfice of the Governor

John Hoeven
Governor

PROCLAMATION
DAY OF PRAYER

i~L&Y 7, 2009

WHEREAS, since onr nation’s founding, Americans have turned to prayer for hope, strength,
comfort and protection in times of grief, anger and uncertainty;, and

WHEREAS, National Days of Prayer are a venerable American tradition, the first such day
hax-fing been proclaimed by the Continental Congress on July 20,1775, to affirm the nation’s
spiritual heritage and to enlist prayer for local, state and nationa! leaders; and

WHEREAS, k is fitting that we observe a day to acknowledge our mzny blessings, express
gratitude and recognize the need to strengthen religious and moral values in our state and
throughout the nation; and

WHEREAS, a day of prayer is also an opportunity, to renew and inspire the joy we find in ouz
faith, friends, family and communities, to remember those who ~re suffering and facing
hardships, and to pray for peace throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, a day of prayer is a day to remember our brave men and women who are fighting
to defend our country and preserve our freedoms, and to recognize those who have returned
safdy home to their farnily and friends; we also honor those who have made the ukimate
sacrifice in service co ore" nation and the families who mourn their loss; and

WHEREAS, the North Dakota state constitution states, "%X~e, the people of North Dakota,
~ateful to Almighty, God for the blessin~ of cMI and religious liberty., do ordain and establish
this constitution."; and

Wtt’EREAS, the United States Congress has set aside the first Thursday in May" as a National
Day of Prayer, a!lowing us an oppommiv to-celebrate our freedoms and America’s ~eat
r_radition of prayez~

NOW, TH2EREFORE, as Governor of the State of North Dakota, I do hereby proclaim
May 7, 2009, a DAY OF PRAYER in the state of North Dakota.

ATTEST:

Secretar), of State
600 E Boulex,’ard Ave.

Bismalr~ ND 585050001
Phon~ 701.328.2200

Fax: 701.32822205
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¯ StateofNew Hampshire.
¯ By Ji’ s ExceKency
John GOvernOr

.A"Proc mation
DAY OF PRAYER IN NEW HAMPSHIRE

MAY 7, 2009

WHERI~AS; Prayer is an important p-art of the lives of many citizens; and

WHEREAs, The theme of this year’s National Day of Prayer is
"Pmyer...~merica’sHope’:; and

.;

WHEREAS; in times of uncertainty., people often ~ase praye~.fis.a way to find both
strength and C0ura~e in themselves and in the world around thetrg and

WHEREAS. In times of prosperity, people oft~n use pm.yer~as-~ means to give
thanks for their good fortune and freedoms~and ......." - .:~ Y .~ :i. ::.:.~.:.~- 7. ... . ....

WHEREAS, For many,-prayerl;pr0Vid~s so!ace and a way to connect Spiritually:
and determine those thin~!that ace imp~ortant in our ii~es; and

: Wl:IEREAS, Si~.ce 1.952;.the nation has celebrated the National Day.of.e~-ayer;

: NOw~ TI~EREFORE,. I, JOHNI’I~ LYNCH, G OVF~RNOR of the ~ate of Ne~

Hanipshir_~, :do hereby, proclaim MKY 7, 2009 as the national D&~ OF pR~YER
in Ne~ H~impshire and urge citizens to consider the import~ce 0f prayerin the
ii~es ot;mi!.lions:ofAmerlcans.                     , . .

Given a~ ~he Exe6utive Chamber:in
~oncord..this 2zi~ day of March. in the
year 0fOliO-Lord two.thgusand and nine.

:::.~f Am-~ri~ tWo-hundred arid thirty-three ......

."....

~!;:.. : .~ .::..: .! .
..:
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WHEREAS, the State of Nevada will join together with the entire
country on May 7, 2oo9 to celebrate the National Day of Prayer; and

WHE~, the National Day of Prayer was established by a Joint
Resolution of Congress in I952 and was signed into law by President Harry S.
Truman; and

I4r!~REAS, in 1988, the law was amended and signed by President
Ronald W. Reagan, permanently setting the day as the first Thursday of May
every year; and

WII~R.EAS, each year, the l~-esident of the United States signs a
proclamation encouraging all Americans to pray on this day, and in ~oo5, state
governors and the governors of several U,S. territories signed similar
proclamations; and

~, the theme for the 2009 National Day of Prayer is *Prayer;
America’s Hope"; and                      "

vkirztg~, the State of Nevada recognizes this very special day, and
joins with Americans across the nation in support .of the National Day of
Prayer;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIM GIBBONS, GOVERa~OR OF THE
STATE OF NEVADA, do hereby proclaim May 7, ~-oo9, as

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER IN NEVADA
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 rot[amation

........ ho~ k:gest - ~ ~h~ ~s ~finue m ~ ~ ~e ~und~on of ~

in the EanpiteState.

~ | ~ ¯ 11 undvr my hand a~d the Privy ~eal of the St~e

at the Capitol i~the Cityof AIba~ythiz fir~ day

of May in the yea~ two thousand nine.
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THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
2009

This tradition has been observed in the United .States for more than two centuries in
recognition of the role of faith andprayer in our lives, m our heritage, and in our

commonhumamty.

In 1775, the Continental Congress called, for colonists to pray for wisdom in forming a
new country. In 1863, President Lincoln asked for prayers to help heal a splintered

nation. In 1952, Congress passed a joint resolution designating one day each yearas the
National Day of Prayer, and in 1988 the date of the National Day of Prayer was

permanently fixed as ’the first Thursday in May.

Through prayer we may seek strength and gain comfort in the face of challenge.
Thr0ugh.prayer we may givethanks and seek guidance in the face of oppommity. As

we observe the National Day ofPmy-er, I cmcourage Ohioans to let their faith guide them
as they open their hearts and minds for reflection and prayer.

ON THIS 7th DAY OF MAY,
TWO THOUSAND NI~.
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STATE (’)F OREGON

PROCLAMATION
.OFFICE C)F 1HE GOVERNOR

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

The National Day of Prayer was established on April 17, 1952, by a joint resolution
of Congress .(Public Law 8~-3.~4, 66 Stat. 64) and designated as the first Thursday in
May by President Reagan in. 1988; and

The National Day of Prayer is a celebration of American ciiizens’ freedom of
religion, which embraces the many diverse communities of faith that haveinfu~d our
society and our cultural heritage over more than two centuries reflecting the best
values in our nation; and

Prayer can reflect many common virtues, bonds, hopes and aspirations, sorrows and
fears, remorse and renewed resolve, thanks, joyful praise and love; and

This year marks the 58th cortse~utive observance of the National Day of Prayer.

NOW,
TItEREFORE: I, Theodore R. Kulongoski, Governor of the State of Oregon. hereby proclaim

May 7, 2009 to be

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

in Oregon and encourage all Oregonians to join in this observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set nay lured
and cause the Great Seal of the State of Oregon to
be affixed. Done at the Capitol in the City.. of Salem
in the State. of Oregon on this day, March 31,2009.

Theodore R. Kulongoski,

Kate Brown, Seer tory
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PROCLAMATION

DAY OF PRAYER
May 7, 2OO9

~q~rEREAS, Our country, founded on the ideals of freedom and liberty and rich in
cultural diversizy, is home to miZlions of citizens who ~ppeal to a higher being for guidance,
wisdom, and assistance; and

TVHEREAS, through prayer and daily meditation, ind~dual$ take time to reflect on the

value of life and the beauty of our world wMle asking for peace, security, guidance, and
protection for our farai~ies, government leaders, civil servants, and nd2itary; and

WItEREAS, by asking for divine assistance, we seek, in our own way, to eradicate

violence, poverty, and hurmm suffering. Our prayers support a nation that promotes individual
freedom, justice, compassion for oar fellow man, and the righCto individual religious
expression; and

WJ~RF_.AS, celebrating our right to pray reminds us of the adversity that our ancestors
struggled again~ in obtaining this r~ght us well as the progressive individuals throughout our
history who sought to ensure these rights for every human, regara~ess of age, race, gender, or
fuit~ Their prayers asked, as do ours today, that this nation uphold the fundamemal right to
pro; to li~e in an environment of peace and safety, and to seek personal prosperi~’; and

WHEREAS, prayer is an important part of humanity, and we shall never overlook,
forget, nor neglect the individual or group right to express religious freedom through prayer,
meditation, and personal refleaion.

THEREFORE, In recognition of pmyer and its importance in our liver, I, Edward G.
Rende~l, Governor of the Commonwealth of PennsyDanM, do hereby proclaim May 7, 2009,
DAY OF PRAYER in Pennsylvania. I encourage ai! citizens to commemorate thi~ day in their
own personal way, whether through vocal or silent prayer, meditation, soVa~ry thought, or girq~zg

GIVEN under my hand and the Seal of the
Governor, at the City of Harrisburg, on tl~
twenty-fourth day of ~T~arch in the year of
our Lord two thousand and nine, and of the
Commonwealth, the t~,o hundred a~I thirty-
third.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
(~o~erl~Ol"
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State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations

GUBERNATORIAL FROCIAMATION

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD L. CARCIERI, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, DO HEREBY PROCLAEM,

May 7, 2009

National Day of Prayer

in ~h~ Sta~ of Rhode ].qlaad and call on all citizea~ to join me in r~ognizing the importance of

~his day.

Donald L Carcieri
Governor

/
~Tatlph Mollis
Secretary of State

Pls_Rsp_Req_POD_325



 o ernor’   rotlarnation

WHEREAS, first called for in 1775 when the Continental Congress
asked the colonies to pray for wisdom in forming a nation,
days of prayer have continued through our country’s history;
and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer was established as an annual
event in 1952 by a joint resolution of the United States
Congress and signed into law by President Harry S.
Truman; and

WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer belongs to all Americans; it is a
day that transcends differences, bdnging together citizens
from all backgrounds and faiths to pray for wisdom,
guidance, and protection on behalf of our families,
government leaders, military, and civil servants; and

WHEREAS, the 2009 National Day of Prayer provides ari opportunity to
pray for our nation, its people, and its leaders while
honoring the commitment to religious liberty and tolerance
that contributes to our continued strength.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mark Sanford, Governor of the Great State of
South Carolina, do hereby proclaim May 7, 2009, as

SOUTH CAROLINA DAY OF PRAYER
throughout the state and encourage all South Carolinians to celebrate this
event in a manner consistent with their own faith.

~ S~om~
Gov~oa

STATE OF SOUTH CAROL[N~
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PROCLAMATION
8Y THE    F~OVERNDR

WHEREAS, the theme of this year’s National Day of Prayer, "Prayer: America’s
Hope" releases fresh understanding of the hope that is available to us through our
communication with the Almighty; and

WHEREAS, much prayer is needed in the state of Tennessee for solving the
challenges we face; and

WHEREAS, we ask God’s Blessings upon the state of Tennessee, for strength to
meet these challenges and for wisdom as we work together to build a network of based
upon hope for the future well being of every citizen of this greet state; and

WHEREAS, all day on May 7, 2009, in the words of Katherine Lee Bates famous
hymn, people across America from sea to shining sea will be joining together in an
outpouring of intemession asking in hope for God’s unfailing love to rest on this land;
and

WHEREAS, united prayer brings in a dimension of powerful grace that we cannot
access through mere mortal efforts; and

WHEREAS, the Congress, by Public Law 1 O0 - 307, as amended, has called on
our citizens to reaffirm the role of prayer in our society by recognizing annually a
"National Day of Prayer;"

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Phil Bredesen, Governor of the state of Tennessee, do
hereby proclaim May 7, 2009 as a

DAY OF PRAYER
and ask the citizens of our state to give thanks, according to his or her own faith, for the
grace that God has shed upon our great state. I urge all Tennesseans to observe this
day with appropriate programs and celebrations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
my hand and caused the official seal of the
State of Tennessee to be affixed at Nashville
on this 19th day of March, 2009.

Governor

Secretary of State
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STATE OF VERMONT-

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the first National Day of Prayer was established on July 20, 1775; and

the National Day of Prayer is a day set aside by Congress for Americans to
pray and reaffirm the spiritual principles upon which our nation was

¯ founded; and

during the early years, citizens of this emerging nation were frequently
united in observance of prayer: and

WHEREAS, Vermonters may wish to join in observance of the National Day of Prayer
in ~e hope that problems, both within our state and nation and around the
world may be peacefully resolved.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, James Ho~ Douglas, Governor, do hereby proclaim May 7, 2009, as a

DAY OF PRAYER

in Vermont.

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State
of Vermont this ~___~day of January, A.D. 2009.

By the Governor:

Heidi M. Tringe
Secretary of Civil and Military Affairs
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~E~& on Ap01 12, 1952, ~e Confess of~e United States approved ~e Joint
Resolution to provide for setting ~ide ~ appropriate ~y ~ a National DW of Prayer ~ublic
Law 82-324; 66 Stat. ~); ~d

indelibly m~ked wi~ ~e role tha prayer h~~E~, the histou of o~ nation is
played ~ ~e lives of individuNs ~d ~e nation; ~d

WHE~A& historically o~ ~eatest leaders have turned to prayer in times of crisis ~d
~giv~g; ~d

~EREAS, the ~es of prayer reflect a co--on bond: hopes ~d aspirations, so~ows
and leas, remorse ~d renewed resolve, ~s ~d joyN1 prNse. ~d love;

NO~ THE~FO~, I, C~ine O. Gregoire, Governor of the state of W~gton,
hereby procl~ May 7, 2009, ~ ~e

DW of Prwer

in W~Nngton State, ~ keep~g with ~e wishes of Congress, ~d I ~ge all citizens to join me
t~s special obse~ce.

23rdSigned ~is dw of April, 2009

Governor C~sfine O. ~goire



A PROCLAMATION

WHERE, AS, the ~itizem of the State of Wisconsin tire a diverse group of people of
nearly every nationality mad represented by a variety of religious traditions; and

WHEREAS, the history, of om state is replete with leaders who voltmtarily call upon
their God, from the prayers sent heavenward during the Constitutional Convention to those
murmured in the heat of the battle at (>maim Beach duri~ World War II, to the intercessions
offered in the aftermath of tragedies such as Columbine, September 11t~, and the space shutt�e
break u~, whether the need be great or mnull, Americans of faith have sought the Lord’s help
with life’s challenges and adversities throughout our history; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of the State of Wisconsin have relied on prayer as a source of
strength and guidance in war and peace and as our service men and women are currently
defending the United Stat~s; "and

WHEREAS, the theme for the upcoming observance is "Prayer...America’s Hope"; and

~, prayer is a comfort for many people., especially during times of trial and

tribulation and
WttEREAS, the ~itizens of Wisconsin should gnither together on this day in their homes,

churches, meeting places and chosen plac~ of worship to pray in their own way for unity of the
hea.-ts of all mankind, and for strong moral character in the liv~ of the people of all nation~ ~
well as, peace "and understanding throughout the world;

NOW, THF_.REFORE, L lira Doyle, Governor of the State Of Wisconsin, do hereby
proclaim May 7, 2009

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

int and I commeud this observance to all citizens.

~ TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the
State of W’mc, onsin to be affixed. Done at the
Capitol in the City of Madison this fifteenth day
of January in the year two thousand nine.

By the
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Whereas, prayer has been recognized by our leaders irt times of war and peace as
vital m the maintenance of a strong national characmr and necessaw m
procure the blessings of a just and benevolent God upon our government
and people; and,

Whereas,Wes~ Virginia, the 35t~ state of the United States, is a richly beautiful home
for its proud people who hold freedom in high regard; and,

Whereas,joining in prayer is one of the most profoundly constructive things we can
do for our natioa; and,

Whereas,the National Day of Prayer provides an opportuni~ for West Virginians of
all faiths to join in worship across religious boundaries; and,

Whereas,
it is appropriate to honor God with an expressiou of gratitude and humbly
request divine imervention to help move our state and nation forward;

Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved that I, Joe Manchin Iit, Governor of the Great State
of West Virginia, do hereby proclaim May 7, 2009, as:

A Day of Prayer
in the Mountain State and encourage all citizens to better our counw~." through increased
spiritual awareness and active participation.

In Witness Whereof, 1 have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the
State of West Virginia to be a~fixed.

Done at the Capitol, City of Charleston, State of West Virginia, this the Eighteenth day
of March, in the year of our Lord, Two Thousand Eight, and in the One Hundred Forty-
fifth year of the State.

foe _M~cl"n’n IIt
Governor



T~ UNrrEO STATES VIRGIN ISL,~NVS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

GOVERNMENT HOUSE

Charlotte Ama|Je, V.I. 00802
340-774-000i

A PROCLAMATION

BY THE GOVERNOR
OF THE

UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS

TO PROCLAIM NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
IN THE UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS

WHEREAS    in 1952, the Congress of the United States adopted a

Resolution to set aside and proclaim the first Thursday of May of
each year as a ~National Day of Prayer"; and

WHEREAS    Thursday, MaY 7~, 2009 has been d~signated as
National Day of Prayer in the Virgin Islands, cc~m~norating the 58~

anniversary of this historic celebration; and

WHEREAS faith and prayer are i~portant for the guidance they

provide in our lives; and

WHEREAS we can congregate, worship and pray freely, whether

in public or in private; and

WHEREAS    this annual observance has becc~ a unifying force,
not only for citizens of our great Nation, but also for residents
of the Territory who o~me from the various religions of the world;

and

WHEREAS prayer unites people, healing and allowing us to
overcome the trials and tribulations we face daily; and

WHEREAS it is especially in~ortant that we give thanks and
show our appreciation for our Heavenly Father’s continued guidance,
for He is our rock and our salvation;

Pls_Rsp_Req_POD_3 3 7



National Day of Prayer Proclamation
Page Two

NOW, THEREFORE, I, John P. de Jongh, Jr., Governor of the
United States Virgin Islands, by virtue of the authority vested in
me by the Revised Organic Act of 1954, ~s amended, do hereby
proclaim Thursday, May 7~, 2009 as *~National Day of Prayer" in the
United States Virgin Islands cc~m~norating the 58~ anniversary of
this historic celebration.    I call upon the residents of the
Territory to join with m~ in observing the occasion.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the

affixed at Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, Virgin xslan~s, ~n~s __
day of February, A.D., 2009.

Jr.

ATTEST :

...... ~L~e~enan t Governor
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February l4,2006 -...~:~. ~~.L:==:~: ’ !..&=.;.<~ "
-"... ~ose who honor me I will honor..

"The Honorable George W. Bush
: President of the United States

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

-Washingtort, DC 20500-0003

Dear Mr: President:                                                              .

" Greetings from everyone at Natidnal Day of Pra)~er.Task Force headquarters in Colorado
Springs! ’It’s my hope that yoii and Mxs. Bush are doing Welt. Like so many Americans, Jim

..-. and I continue tO remember you in oux prayers.                           .

. As y0u’re undoubtedly awarE, there is also an important day Of corporate prayer rapidly~
: approaching - the 2006 Nationhl Day of Prayer. Our. theme for this year’S observance,

America, Honor-God, finds its inspiration in. Our Creator’ S promise recorded in I Samuel 2:30:
"̄...those who honor me, I will honor.. :" You:and Mrs. Bush have beentremendously gracious

i! in your willingness to take part in.the official NDP events in Washington, D.C. in the past, Mr:
President, and we’re earnestly hoping that you will be able to do. so. again this year. Thursday,

’~ May 4th promises to be one .of the most widely .recognized observances on record; with
gatherings scheduled in go;cernment buildings,- churches, and Other punic, venues across all ~0
states.                                             "

il- As in the past, we have taken the Iiberty of composing a proposed draft of your official
:~ ,"- ~r.~:i. Presidential Proclamation for the National Day of Prayer. You wilI fred it enclosed with.this
:!¢?ii)})!:::: .. ldtter. The leadership and.example you’ provide in" calling Americans to prayer every May is

¯ ~!..... one:of the most significant components of this historic occasion, we would appreciate
!)--=!ii... receiving, this signed proclamation at your earliest conv.enience so we may use it in our

t: :promotional materials.Should you wish to Offer. an alternative proclamation, we would
~velcome that as Well : "

.iMr. President, it’s been tremendously encguraging to experience ftrsthand your commitment to
_prayer .and your )e~ogni_tion of this spiritual discipline as ’critical to the revitalization of our

health and stability.. This is particularly tme-in:th~ wake of last year’s devastating
¯ hurricanes .and the ongoing c~mg Our military as it defends freedom worldwide.
Thanks in advance for serving’a,,crucial roll:in Calling Americans to prayer, not only in May,
’b~-~t thronghou~ the y~ar! God’s blessin~you, your family, and ~’~ur staff i~ ~.

Chairman, NDP Task Force

Rost Office Box 1561 6 ¯ P#~P’oSrl~e~l~’~)~g-~,6:~ 0 80935-5616 ° (7i 9) 531-3379 Fax: (71 9) 548-4520

www.nationaldayofprayer, org



February l4,2006
-"... Tbbse who honor me 1will honor..

1 S, tmud2:30 OVBO

The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the United States

:.."The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washmgtor~, DC 20500-0003

Dear Mr. President:

¯ Greetings from everyone at National Day of Pra3ier. Task Force headquarters in Colorado
Springs! It’s my hope that yoii and Mrs. Bush are d0ing Well.¯ Like so many Americans, Jim

.-.. and.I continue to remember you in our prayers.

As you’re undoubtedly aware,, there is also an important day Of corporate prayer rapidly
: .approaching - the 2006 National Day of Prayer. Our.. theme for this year’s observance,

America, tton0r God, finds its inspiration in. Our Creator’s promise recorded in I Samuel 2:30:
. "...those who honor me, I will honor..." You:and Mrs. Bush have been’tremendously gracious

" ?~: in your willingness to take part in.the official NDP events in Washington, DIC. ha the past, .Mr:
President, and we’re earnestly hoping that you will be ableito do. so. again this year. Thursday,
May 4th promises to be one..of the most¯ widely-recognized observances on record; with
gatherings scheduled in go~,ernment buildmgs,.churches, and other public. Venues¯ across all 50
-states.        ’                                             --

.As in the. past, we have taken the Iibert~ of c0mposmg a proposed draft of your official
.Presidential Proclamation for the National Day of Prayer. You will fred it enclosed with~this
letter. The leadership and example you’ prOVide in- calling Americans .to prayer every May is .(

il-.’:::}~..;i:.i, one:of the most-significant_ components of this historic occasion, we would appreciate
!::ili.., receiving, this signed proclamation at your earliest convenience so we may use it in our

ī:promotional materials.Should you wish to offer, an altern&five proclamation, we would
i~i:. ~¢elc0me that as well

Mr. President, it’s been tremendous!yencguraging to experienee firsthand your commitment to
-:7 :prayer .and.your )eeogrfi_tion Of this spiritual discipline as ’criticalto the revitaliz~tion of our

~ation’s. health and stability. : This is pm=tieularly true-in:th~ wake of last year’s devastatin~
’: .hurrican.es ..a~.d the ongoing chfllenges-l~a~ing 6.ur military as it def~ends fi:eedom worldwide-.

¯ ; ~ m ~advanee, for servinu’n,cmcial r~el in ealljrtg American.~ to pral(er, not only in May,
but throughout the y~,ar! God’s bleSsirig~’~you, your farmly, and your staff i~

Sineerely~

- .. :-Chairman, NDP Task Force                    " " "

- Enclosure

¯ (7i9) 531-3379 l::a,: (719) 548-4520
www.nationaldayofprayer.org



THE WHITE HOUSE

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER, 2006

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

America was founded upon the values of peace, justice and equality for all men. Our
forebears, who braved incredible odds to establish this new land, looked to God Almighty
for strength and guidance as they endeavored to forge a nation committed to those very
principles. And the Hand of Providence was gracious in response, bestowing
innumerable blessings upon America and its people. Through times of war and peace,
want and prosperity, we have rested in the knowledge that our collective destiny lies in
the benevolent hands of the Creator of the universe.

Although we have long understood that heavenly gifts are expressions of benevolence
and grace that cannot be earned, we also realize that those gifts will be sweeter and more
pronounced as we endeavor to honor the Divine Presence from which they emanate. The
blessings of God are not to be received lightly; rather, they are to be embraced as a means
of upholding troth and fostering goodwill among all men. Our 23~ President, Benjamin
Harrison, had this in mind when he said: "God has placed upon our head a diadem and
has laid at our feet power and wealth beyond definition or caleulatiom But we must not
forget that we take these gifts upon the condition that justice and mercy shall hold the
reins of power and that the upward avenues of hope shall be free to all the people."

In recognition of the promise that God will honor those who honor ~ I urge every
American to reaffirm his or her dependence upon the Almighty by joining together in
earnest expressions ofprayer. May each of us, in meekness and humility, thank Him for
the myriad blessings He has bestowed upon us thus f~, seek His forgiveness for those
times when we, in our weakness and imperfection, have fallen short of I-I_is standards; and
reaffirm our trust as we look expectantly to Him to light the path before us.

The Congress, by Public Law 100-307, as amended, has called on all citizens to unite in
humility, .faith and dependence upon Divine Providence by recognizing an annual
"National Day of th-ayer."

NOW,. TI-IEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSI-I, President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States,
do hereby proclaim May 4, 2006 as a Nationa! Day of Prayer. I ask all able citiz .ens, each
according to his or her convictions, to gather in public venues to take part in this
cherished national observance. May we take the time to express our gratitude to
Almighty God, both corporately and individually, for Iris provision, and to commit o~
ways to Him as we look toward the future.

IN WITNESS WHE, REOF, I have hereunto set my hand this __ day of     , in the year
of our Lord two thousand and six, and of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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March 1, 2007

2 Chronicles 7:14

The Honorable George W: BuSh
President of the United States
.The White House
t600 Petmsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500~0003

Dear Mr. President: "

Warm greetings from Colorado Springs! It has been an honor each-year to present the
.Amei-ican people with proclamations declaring the support of our country’s leaders for the
¯ National Day of Prayer. In that spirit, I want to express my sincere, gratitude to you for-
coming alongside the NDP Task Force in this manner for over a decade - fiist as Governor
Of Texas and now as our President. As Thu)sday, May 3rd is on the horizon, I ask that you,
once again, join usin proclaiming the importauee of this occasion.

~Our theme, America, Unite in Prayer, is based on our foundational Verse, ]I Chronicles,
1 7:14, whichsays, "If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and
i pray and Seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and
.will forgive their si~ and will heal their land." Given the trials of this age and the troubles
we face as "strangers in_the world" (I Peter 1:1), how good it is to kaow that 0ur distress is
tempered by. our assurance in the mercy of the living God and in His promise to hear the

:-:.. cries of His children. As we humble ourselves before the Lord, we canlook to the future in
eager anticipation~ confident thatHe isat work:      .

In-keeping with tradition, I hope y0uwill review the enclosed draft of the 2007 Presidential
Proclamation for the National Day. of- Prayer and return it ~- or an alternative of your.

iChoosing- with your. signature. It would be a privilege to be .ab!e to includ6 your
proclamation in ourpromoti0nal, materials, ya~ur ongoing participation-len..ds, special
sicmi~cznc¢ to the day’s events, and a si_oned declaration will do much to advance the ¯cause
0f-~rayer. Undoubtedly it will inspire others to get involved on a2Rersonal lCve!, as.,~.~__w_~ewell."-"-

Thank you for taking, a moment¯ to consider my request, Mr. President: Your resolute
,commitment 4o God and-the conviction that has !ong underscored your presidency have been
"a deep encouragement to me: I know America has .benefited greatly from your moral
:leadersh{p: May God bless you and your staff abundantly as you continue to faithfull3~ serve
~- Our country~- ¯

.Sincerely;

DObson (Shirley).
NDP Task Force

Pls_Rsp_Req_POD_380

Post Office Box 15616 ~r Colorado Swings, CO 80935-5616 ~ (719) 531.3379 ~r Fax: (719) 548-4520



EXHIBIT 23



Dear

A warm greeting from Colorado Springs! It is hard to believe that our 2008 National Day
’ of Prayer observance is just a few short months away. As we continue to make final
preparations, I trust you are in prayer as I am, asking God to again bless our efforts with a
wonderful outpouring of intercession as millions of people gather to ask for the
Almighty’s intervention on behalf of our beloved country.

With each passing year, it becomes increasingly clear that our leaders and fellow citizens
are contending with a vast and unprecedented army of threats to our safety and freedom.
As our nation experienced a similar crisis in its infancy, the Continental Congress called
for a nationwide fast. Their powerful and inspiring statement exhorted the American
people "in times of impending calamity and distress ... to acknowledge the over ruling
providence of God; to confess and deplore our offences against him; and to supplicate his
interposition for averting the threatened danger..." This keen awareness of our reliance",>
upon God is reflected in our T~ Forces’ 2008 theme, Prayer! America’s Strength and(
Shield, based on Ps~ ,alan, 28:7: The Lord is my strength and shield; my heart trusts in(
Him, and I am helped.’                                                    3

I _,~-~r-~ad~v_ors to lead our fellow Arno~i~.zn~ t~ th~ throna Of mercy meal ~ it~is
(._s~-ecially v~-taq"jItha~-~we enlist the support ~md affirmation of our country’s leaders. "With
this in mind~ we encourage you to join us in seeking_an o.ft-_~cial: written nroe)ama~on
fro.9_om your governor declaring May Ist as a National Day of Prayer_._,.~e an
appointment soon with your governor in order m per~onally req!Je~t a proc.lamatla_n. If
you’re unable to do so, you may send a letter similar to the enclosed sample. We are
asking our State Coordinators to help ensure that all proclamations are returned to our
offices by April 1*t so that we may prepare a special bound volume that will be presented
to President Bush.

We_.e’_~_d’d also like to urge you to invite your governor to attend an NDP obse.._~_~..~e. If one
is being held on the steps of the C@itol, such an assem___bly would be particularly. ~
~ovemor’s oresenee. It’s important to bear in mind, however, that any NDP evet~
taking place in such a visible and distinguished location should be well-attended and
executed in a way that positively reflects the endeavors of both your state’s NDP efforts
and those of our Task Force. Toward that end, as you prepare to seek a proclamation
from your governor and organize a gathering at which he or she may be present, we
recommend that you solicit the assistance and advice of a personal friend of the governor,
a staff member, or his or her pastor. You may also fred it useful to discuss ideas with
your National Area Leader.

Deepest thanks for your dedicated labors on behalf of prayer for our country. You are
truly having an eternal impact, and I’m confident that our events May 1st will yield
abundant fruit as people throughout America lift their voices to heaven. May God richly
bless you and multiply all that you undertake in His service!
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Sincerely,

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chairman, NDP Task Force

SD/rw

Enclosure
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January 22, 2009

<Name>
<Street Address>
<City>, <State> <zip Code>

COPY
Dear <Name>:

Warm greetings from National Day of Prayer Task Force headquarters! I hope
you and your loved ones had a wonderful Christmas season and are looking ahead
to all 2009 has in store! Now that the new year has arrived, we are closing in on
the last several months of preparations for the National Day of Prayer on May 7th.
The overwhelming response last year was deeply encouraging, and we anticipate
even greater involvement as more individuals come to recognize the deep needs
of a hurting nation.

As you well know, throughout its history, there have been many times when
America has faced grave dangers and troubles. Although spoken over two
centuries ago, the words of Thomas Jefferson in 1781 which are now engraved on
the Jefferson Memorial in Washington, D.C., reflect the importance of our nation
relying on the Almighty for help and guidance as we traverse stormy waters.
Bemoaning the state of the infant republic, he said, "God who gave us life gave us
liberty. And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have
removed their only firm b~is, a..conviction in the minds of the people that these
liberties are the Gift of God." Today, our trials may be different from those of our
Forefathers, but like them, we must remain committed to seeking our Heavenly
Father’s wisdom and mercy. And when we do come before His throne, we can be
confident that He will hear the petitions of His children. It is in that spirit that we
chose, Prayer...Ameriea’s Itope! as our theme for 2009. It is my great
millions will turn to God and..p~y in accord with        3" ,’     our
unfailing love rest upon us, .... O Lord, even as we put o~u."

As in the past, it    ti    at we garner the support of our nation’s leaders for
%ur effo ~r~s. In your. role as ~...State Coordinato~r~ we ask that you help m ob~n~
a ~writte~ proclamation fi’om ~cl~ng May 7 ~of~
aP~.~y~r. In order to do so. we encourage you to ~hedule a oersonal visit to_y..q..~
governor’s office. If thi~ is not possibl-e. ~ve suz~est that vo~ send n letter .~imil~r
to-the encldsed example. We ask that all proclamations are received at our office
by A.p..~ 1 so that we may have them bound for presentation to President Obam~

We_also urge you to invite your governor to actively participate in an NDP
ob, s__ervance~ most appropriately on the steps of the Capito~ o
mai_~tain your credibility - and that of the NDP Task Force -i~ irnperntlvt,..~t
su..~h ~ event involve a Well-or~ed, substantial ~sernbly~ As you non~j~er
l~0w best to approach such a ,rot~osal, consider enlisting, th~ ~i~ -~’a--perso~
friend of the governor, a staff member, or his or her pastor. For additional id.,eas,
f~-to get ~ touch with your National Area Leader.
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Again, thank you for your ongoing eommitment to furthering the cause of prayer.
Know that you are making a difference in hearts and lives for the future good of
our country. As Ronald Reagan said, "The time has eome to turn to God and
reassert our trust in Him for the healing of Amedea...our country is in need of
and ready for a spiritual renewal." May God’s joy be yours as you serve Him at
this crucial hour in history!

Every blessing,

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chairman, NDP Task Force"

Enclosure
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2006

<Name.>
<Address 1>
<City>, <State> <Zip code>

Dear <Name>:

Warm greetings from National Day of Prayer Task Force headquarters! With the start of every
new year comes a sense of anticipation and wonder at the Lord’s enduring providence, and 2006
is no exception. As Lamentations 3:23 says, great is His faithfulness, and indeed, we are truly
blessed to have yet another opportunity to join hands and come before the throne of grace on
behalf of our country.

As we approach this year’s observance of the National Day of Prayer, I trust you, too, are
looking forward to seeing what the Lord has in store. Our theme, America, l~lonor God, is
especially fitting in view of the ongoing challenges Americans have, faced at home and abroad
these last months. It serves as a powerful reminder that our country s allegiance should rest in
the Lord above all else. Even in the midst of inevitable trials, we, as a n,,a~tion, must seek Him in
a spirit of humility and respect, heeding the promise of I Samuel 2:30: Those who honor me I
will honor."

Given the significance of this message, I. hope you will work alongside us to ensure that we
receive a written proclamation from the governor of your state or territory, declaring May 4,
2006 as a National Day of Prayer. In order to obtain this commemorative document, please take
a moment to send a letter to your governor similar to the sample enclosed. Each proclamation
will be bound in a commemorative book to be presented to President Bush on May 4. To make
certain that our volume for the President is completed on time, it is important that we receive
this proclamation by April 3. Don’t hesitate to contact your National Area Leader with any
questions you may have.

In addition, we encourage you to invite your governor to join with you in a local prayer~
gathering. Id, eall¥, this event should be held on thee steps of the state Capit0.!~. If you do
choose to ho~t a special assembly of this nature with your governor, be sure that the observance
is well planned and involves a sizeable crowd so that we are to able to maintain credibility with
the governor’s office.

Again, thank you for your dedication to NDP and more importantly to prayer. In the words of
Oswald Chambers, "Prayer does not fit us for the greater work, prayer is the greater work."
May God bless you abundantly as you seek to honor Him in the coming year.

Sincerely,

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chairman, NDP Task Force

Enclosure
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January 25, 2007

<<Title)~ ~First Name)) ~Last Name>)
~ddress))
~City~, ~State_2> ~<Zipcode~

Dear ~cFirst Name)~:

Warm greetings from the National Day of Prayer Task Force headquarters! May 3 is
fast approaching, and preparations are well underway for the National Day of Prayer
2007. Last year, we were deeply encouraged by the overwhelming response we
received from people coast to coast, and we anticipate even greater involvement as
more individuals come to recognize the deep needs of a hurting nation.

As you well know, the gravity of the troubles facing America is not new. In 1781,
Thomas Jefferson bemoaned the state of an infant republie saying, "I tremble for my
country when I reflect that God is just: that His justice cannot sleep forever." Today,
we may face different trials than those of our forefathers, but we are not far removed
from the desperation of Jefferson’s sentiments. How good it is to know, then, that
our distress is tempered by our confidence in the mercy of the living God and in His
promise to hear the petitions of His children. It is in that spirit that we’ve chosen,
America, Unite in Prayer as our theme for 2007. It is my great hope that millio~s
will turn their hearts toward God in accord with 2 Chronicles 7:14 which says,’ If my
people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my
face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive
their sin and will heal their land."                                           "~

As we call on our fellow citizens to com~, it is critical that we garner
/ th~ sut~oort of our nation’s leade~. A~,.a.S3ate C ,oordinator~ve need your help-]~

obtaining a written proclamation from your governor declaring May 3 as a National
Day of Prayer. In order to do so, we encourage you to schedule a personal visit to
your governor’s office. If this is not possible, we suggest that you send a letter
similar to the enclosed example. We ask that all proclamations are received by April
1 so that we may have them bound for presentation to President Bush.
We also urge you to invite your governor to actively participate in an NDP
observance, most appropriately on the steps of the Capitol building. In order to
maintain your credibility - and that of the NDP Task Force - it is imperative that
such an event involve a well-organized, substantial assembly. As you consider how
best to approach such a proposal, consider enlisting the aid of a personal friend of the
governor, a staff member, or his or her pastor. For additional ideas, feel free to get in
touch with your National Area Leader.

Again, thank you for your commitment to furthering the cause of prayer. Know that
you are making a difference in hearts and lives for the future good of our country. As
Billy Graham said, "To get nations back on their feet, we must first get down on our
knees." May God bless you abundantly!
Sincerely,

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chairman, NDP Task Force
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Warmgreetings l~dmNational Day_of prayer~q~! It seems, hard t9 believe that
2004 is already welt underway. Yet, here we ar~,iand the final.plans.for our May 6 NDP:
events are now being made. What a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the significance .of
this historic observance and the tremendous impact it canhave on our great country.. In the
words of Pastor J. Sidlow Baxte.r,."Men may spdm 0ur:appeals, reject our message, oppose.
our arguments, despise our persons, but they are helpless against our prayers." During the
months ahead, both individually and corporately,, we will no dp,ubt experien.c6 times of great
joy;, but, we likely wiI1 also face unforeseen and difficult challenges. Whatever circumstance
~we encounter, however;, we can have confidence that God’s faithful presence and inexorable
strength are with us as we call on His name.

In light of this truth, it is particularly noteworthy that at Our country’s inception there was a -
clear mandate to protect citizens’ religious freedoms and to create an atmosphere where
prayer in the public square was not only acceptable, but embraced. This year’s NDP theme,
"Let Freedom Ring" allows us the opportunity to punctuate once again the importance of
vigilance in maintaining these cherighed fights that undergird American life: the freedom to
gather,to worship, and to pray. That’s why we urge you to join with us to ensure that every
state and territorial .governor writes .a proclamation or formal declaration affirming their
support for this--Mhy’s.National- D~y :of Prayer; Toin~fiate this process, we ask that you.
schedule a personal visit with your governor !o make the request. If you are simply unable
to do so, we recommend that you send a letter similar to the’sample enclosed.

In addition to obtmnmg a signed declaration, we hooe you wtll also seek your g9~ s
p~aVticipa.tion at a local pra~,er gathering. Ideallv: such a~ event will ~__h_e"’ld:pp the ~of
the Cav~oTBuildjng, (Do be sure. however, that you have the resources and attendance,for a
sizeable rally; otherwise, NDP may lo~. e,~iMI;~ ,,~M, a~ ...... ,~ .... office.) Y,~,, mlt, ht
find it helpful to enlist the hel~__0_f_f _the governor’s pasto~ or one of his or her ~rsonal rid:ends.
to assist you ~n encouraging the governor’s involvement.

We deeply appreciate, your. willingness to accept these key responsibilities on behalf of the
National Day of Prayer Task Force. It is imperative that all proelamations be received at our
offices by April I so that we may have them bound to present to President Bush. If you
have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact your National Area Leader.

Again, we can’t thank you enough for your tireiess dedication; the work you’re doing today
is malting an eternal differenc!! May God richly bless you as together we proclaim the
power of prayer throughout this land.

Sincerely,

..-iidcas 2~.:10, "...prockaim fiberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants."
PI.s_Rsp_R~q_POD_0 I7

The ~3rd Annual ~ lMafional Day of Prayer ~r Thursday, May 6, 2004
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January 22, 2009

<Name>
<Street Address>
<City>, <State> <Zip Code>

Dear Governor <Last Name>:

Warm greetings from the National Day of Prayer Task Force! Each year since 1952
when Congress established an annual day of prayer, millions of Americans from coast to
coast have gathered in churches, synagogues, schools, parks, and other venues to
intercede on behalf of our nation. These are extremely difficult times our country is
facing from economic ttirmoii to the threat of terrorism to moral confusion and decline.
It behooves us at this critical juncture to again honor the precedent established by
Presidents and leaders throughout our history, that of proclaiming reliance on an
Almighty God and calling Americans to come before Him on behalf of our nation.

The words of Thomas Jefferson, uttered in 1781 and found engraved on the Jefferson
¯ Memorial in Washington, D.C., reflect our concerns for today. Bemoaning the state of
the infant republic, he said, "God who gave us life gave us liberty. And can the liberties
of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis, a conviction
in the minds of the people that these liberties are the Gift of God." Today, our trials and
challenges to freedom may be different, but our need to remember the truth of Jefferson.’s
sentiments remains. How good it is to know that, despite the distress we are
experiencing, we can come confidently before the Almighty, knowing that He is merciful
and has promised to hear the petitions of His children. In that spirit, our NDP Task Force
has chosen PRAYER...AMlgRICA’S ~IOPE as our theme for 2009, based on Psalm 33:
2~~, ’~May your unfa---iling love rest upon us, O Lord, even as we put our hope in you."

In keeoin~ with ..tradition, we ask that you~upport through a public
pr’~clamati~n declarin~ May 7. 2009 as ~r~_¥er. For more than ’50

~ -
y?.ars~ this nationwide observance has been endorsed each Mac by the President of tile
United States. Last year, ~yery governor in the nation~ "~--~.11 _Given~Jhe
im~rt~ce of this event will you consider igio_ ing with us in this endeavor? please_send
a ~ial prnnnnne, o.rn~.nt ta tha NDP Task Forc~ h~adquarters before Aprd
1,9_nd pravicl~ _~_ ~eco~_d cepy ~r a~r ~Stnte> State Coordinator~<name> v¢--’~~~
touch with ~. All of the proclamations will be bound for preseffNfion-6-ff’~o
p~bama. If any questions should arise, we invite you to contact Mrs. Lisa
Crump, our Senior Manager, National Coordinator Network at 719/268-4803, or you may
send her an e-mail at lisa.crump@~uationaldavofprayer.org.

We appreciate your time and consideration, Governor <last name>, and look forward to
hearing from you. God bless you and your staff as you faithfully serve the people of
<State>!

Sincerely,

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chairman, NDP T~a, sk~For..ce~s_rcsp -_~eq_POD_435
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January 8, 2008

<Name>
<Street Address>
<City>, <State> <Zip Code>

Dear Governor <Name>:

A warm greeting to you from the National Day of Prayer Task Force[ In an
historic declaration in 1952, Congress established an annual day of prayer
during which people tahroughout the United States were encouraged to pause in
repentance and intercession for our nation. Each year since then, millions of
Americans have assembled in various venues to seek the Lord’s guidance,
protection and blessing upon our land and its people. In light of the
unprecedented challenges and threats facing our leaders and fellow citizens
today, it’s particularly important that we continue to ask for the Almighty’s
intervention on behalf of our country.

In a 1776 document in which the Continental Congress called for a national fast,
Americans were exhorted "in times of impending calamity and distress ... to
acknowledge the overruling providence of God; to confess and deplore our
offences against him; and to supplicate his interposition for averting the
threatened danger..." It is with this keen awareness of our reliance upon God
that we have selected our 2008 theme, Prayer! America’s Strength and
Shield. The underlying scripture is Psalm 28:7, which declares, "The Lord is
my strength and shield; my heart trusts in Him, and I am helped."

As has become customary, we ask that you acknowledge the historic role that"N
prayer has played in our nation by issuing a statement proclaiming May 1, 2008~
as a National Day of Prayer. For more than 50 years, this observance has been//
recognized and endorsed annually by the President of the United States. Last/
year, every governor also acknowledged this day, including those in our U.S.~
territories. May we ask you to lend your support to this important event as well? t,~
Please send a copy of your official proclamation to us here at NDP headqnarters [
before April 1, and provide a second copy for our <State> State Coordinator, ~
who will be contacting you in the near future. Each governor’s statement will ~
be included in a special bound volume that will be presented to President Bush. 0
Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Mrs. Lisa
Crump, our National Coordinator Manage~’., at. 719/268-4803. You may also
reach her via e-mail at lisa.crump@nationaldavofpraver.or~.

Your consideration of our request is deeply appreciated, Governor <Name>
We look forward to hearing from you. Until then’, may God grant you and your

staff abundant measures of wisdom and discernment in your continued service
to the people of<State>!

Sincerely,

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chairman, NDP Task Force
SD/rw
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January 24, 2006

..|

<Name>
<Address 1>
<City>, <State> <Zip Code>

Dear Governor < >;

Warm greetings from National Day of Prayer Task Force headquarters in Colorado
Springs! We are quickIy approaching yet another National Day of Prayer, and I consider it
an honor to extend an invitation for you to join us in observing this meaningful and
historical occasion. In 1952 President Truman, with the support of Congress, officially
established an annual, national day of prayer. President Reagan amended the law in 1988,
permanently establishing the first Thursday of every May as the National Day of Prayer.
This tradition has since become a. cherished event as millions-of Americans gather to
beseech God’s guidance and blessing upon our country.

W~g_~i~O- that .... th~mo, for thiq xrcar ~,m~r|c~. Donor Go~l~k-~Le__.,~ a~OUFv      remind       L " at work in this_.gr~at__l.~nd.
veneration and absolute trust. Whether facing difficulties .a,~ h~om_e or overseas w_e hope
peo~Ie wl’ll look to the prormse ioun~ m ¯ o~m~ . ¯
h~~~     er-b-ff-r e-ffb-~--f_6. ca_~ll._,~e natron to prayer,

ac~tor and_as~ce and protection on behalf of o-~
fahailies, our government, and" our armed forces.

4,-~ Prayer for <State>? It has become customary for the Pre~ the
United States, as well as goverfiors of the 50 states, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin
Islands, to offieial!y endorse the National Day of Prayer, and we hope you wil! do the same
this year. ¯

W~st that ~ your ~roclama__jti_on__to us here at NDP Task Force

book presented to President Bush that includes a!l proclamations from our states and
territories.) We also ask that you prepare a second copy for our <State> State Coordinator,
who will be contacting you soon with more details. If you have any questions, don’t
hesitate to get in touch with our Public Relations Manager, Mrs. Bobble Hill, at 7191268-
4802. She can also be reached via e-mail at bob’bie.kilI@foff.o.rg.

We look forward "to hearing from you. Your proclamation will be a meaningful
contribution to this year’s NDP observance, and to the people of<State>. May God bless
you and your staff in the coming months.

Sincerely,

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shid~y)
Chairman, NDP Task Force

EXHIBIT
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January 24, 2006

<Address 1>
<City>, <State> <Zip Code>

Dear Governor < >;

Warm greetings from National Day of Prayer Task Force headquarters in Colorado
Springs! We are quickly approaching yet another National Day of Prayer, and I consider it
an honor to extend an invitation for you to join us in observing this meaningful and
historical occasion. In 1952 President Truman, with the support of Congress, officially
established an annual, national day of prayer. President Reagan amended the law in 1988,
permanently establishing the first Thursday of every May as the National Day of Prayer.
This tradition has since become a cherished event as millions of Americans gather to
beseech God’s guidance and blessing upon our country.

We’re convinced that our theme for this year, America, Honor God, will serve as a
valuable reminder that the Lord is at work in this great land and is deserving of our
veneration and absolute trust. Whether facing difficulties at home or overseas, we hope
people will look to the promise found in I Samuel 2:30: "~[Zhose who ho~oL n~e-J,~will
honor." .W.ith your support, we ~ further our efforts tb~zal~the na.ti._on to pra~er,
acknowledging our Creator and asking for guidance and protection on b~h~our
families, our government, and our armed forces.

Will you join with us in this endeavor bv issuin~ a proclamation~_Tl3ursdav, May
4,’2___006, as a Da2¢ of Prayer for <State>.q It has ~ecome customary for the P~n~’[~of th~
United States, as well as governors o~" the 50 states, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin
Islands, to officially endorse the National Day of Prayer, and we hope you will do the same
this year.

We respectfully request that you send your proclamation to us here at NDP Task Force
headquarters by April 3. (The copy we receive will be placed in a special commemorative
book presented to President Bush that includes all proclamations from our states and
territories.) We also ask that you prepare a second copy for our <State> State Coordinator,
who will be contacting you soon with more details. If you have any questions, don’t
hesitate to get in touch with our Public Relations Manager, Mrs. Bobbie Hill, at 719/268-
4802. She can also be reached via e-mail at bobbie.hitl@fotf.org.

We look forward to hearing from you. Your proclamation will be a meaningful
contribution to this year’s NDP observance, and to the people of <State>. May God bless
you and your staff in the coming months.

Sincerely,

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chairman, NDP Task Force
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<Name>
<Address>
<Address>
<City> <Zip>

Dear Governor < >;
Warm greetings from National Day of Prayer Task Force headquarters in Colorado Springs! Yet
another National Day of Prayer is right around the corner, and it is my privilege to extend an
invitation for you to join us in observing this meaningful and historical occasion, tn 1952
President Truman, with the support of Congress, officially established an annual, national day of
prayer. President Reagan amended the law in 1988, permanently establishing the first Thursday
of every May as the National Day of Prayer. This tradition has since become a cherished event
as millions of Americans gather to beseech God’s guidance and blessing upon our nation.

In preparation for this observance, each year the National Day of Prayer Task Force receives
official statements of support from the President of the United States, as well as governors of the
50 states, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. With this in mind, we respectfully request
that you issue a proclamation urging the people of <State> to assemble on Thursday, May 5,
2005, in order to pray for our nation’ s leaders and citizens.

To ensure that a proclamation from your office is incorporated in this year’s observance, we
respectfully request that you take the following steps:

¯ After completing your proclamation, return a copy to us here at NDP Task Force
headquarters by April 1. (The copy we receive will be placed in a special
commemorative book presented to President Bush that includes all proclamations from
our states and territories.) We also ask that you prepare a second copy for our <State>
State Coordinator, who will be contacting you soon with further details.

¯ If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to get in touch with our Public Relations
Manager, Mrs. Bobbie Hill, at 719/268-4802. She can also be reached via e-mail at
hillbr@foff.org. Bobbie would be happy to field any inquiries you may have.

The 2005 theme is °°God Shed His Grace on Thee," inspired by the exhortation found in Hebrews
4:16: "Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy
and fred grace to help us in our time of need." Given the many challenges facing our country
and its people, it seems particularly fitting that we should gather to request the Almighty’s
intervention as we respond to the threats confronting us - both within our borders and overseas.

Thank you in advance for lending your support to our NDP observance, Governor <Name>.
Your participation will not only be a valuable addition to our May 5 events, but it will come as
an encouragement to the people of <State>. God bless you and your staff in the days ahead. "

Sincerely,

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chairman, NDP Task Force
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April 3, 2009

Mr. Robert S. Muel.ler,
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
935 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest
Wa~bi~t~on, D.C. 20535-0001

/%’I4 ).’ a l, fe "| l’l’<l r ll                      ,,’.

N.    ,i ’l~.le (

:.q~rllllr M:lnitliiw                     . .

Mrs. l,l~tl (’]rtilllli

i

~t,4’i’l~. 1~,¢~:1,.)~ Ai’,li~ll’lilt,~.

Dear Mr. Mueller:

Warm greetings from National Day of Prayer Task Force headquarters!
I’d like to taike tl’ds opportunity .to extend an invitations for you to
participate in our NDP observance May 7th in Washington, D.C. Our
Task Force looks forward to the special e.ve~ats surromad~g this ~storic
gathering every year, arid it would be a privilege to. include you in. this
time of corporate i .ntercession and worship.

The theme for 2009 is Prayer ... America’s Hope, based on Psalm
.33:22, "M~y your unfmiliog love rest upon us, O Lord, even as we put
our hope in you." There is certainly no better time than now to point
Americans to the etenaal Source of encouragement and help. With the
v~r), fabric of our great land and its institutions under siege, our desire is
for this message to be a catalyst, drawing people closer to God for
Nti, dance, not only for the needs of their eom~nunlty and ~aa.fion, but for
their own coneems;

ba 1988 when Congress set aside the first Th.ursday in May for all
citizens to pray, in accord with their beliefs, these government leaders
affirmed the country’s heritage of public intercession that began with our
Founding Pathcr~. ]~n addition, they paid homage to the untold number
of occasions when presidents and other esteemed national figures have
inRiated calls to praym ~nd proclaimed days of thanksgiving and
intercession. For example> ~Presid~t Franklin Roosevelt r~ad a lengthy

prayer on lJ, ve radi, o the momiJ~g of D-Day in blormandy. It was a
passionate plea for God’s mercy and for victory over the enemie~ of
freedom and justice.                     ,

Witlt this history in mind, it saddens tm to report that there recently have
.... been some oulspoken critics that have oTrpos~d the National Day of
: Prayer. A ban .is curr~tly beTng sougb~ in Freedom From Religion-!

¯ ~ Foundation v. George I!,: Bush, and Shirley Dobsan, et aI. I’t is be,lag
~. defended by the United States Departmeaat of Justice ~ld the Alliance
i’ Defense Fund. Efforts to impose such restrictions underscore the need to

-ww~c~.N~t~o~l~Daye~rav. er.erff
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press forward in our efforts to ensure. Oat religious freedom is preserved
as a hallmark of our nation.

If you are able to share a message for our upcoming observance, we ask
Mat you briefly describe ho~v prayer has played a valuable role in your
personal and professional life, and how we might pray for the men and
women servijag our nation’s intelligence agencies in the days ahead..
Your ten-minute portion of the program would begin at 9:,�2 a.m. or "
11:24 a.m., based upon which time slot most suits your schedule. There
wiIl bc with. a brief introduction prior to your presentation along with a
couple of minutes set aside following your remarks for those in.
attendance to pray. I have enclosed the program from the 2008 Cannon
House observarice, as well as the history of the National Day of Piayer,
for your review.

in the event fliat.yofi are able to acqept our invitatiort, I would like to
urge you and your wife, Ann, to attend our rec .epfion oft Wednesday
evening, May6th, atthe ,I.W. Marriott. Even if’you can only stop by for
a short time, it would give ias an opport ~i’~y to acknowledge and pray
for you along with the other participants.

Thank. you, Mr.Mueller, for considering our request. If you have any
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact NDP Public Relation8 Director
Faye Tharp. She can be reached by phone at 719/268-4802 or by email
at Faye.Tharp@nati0naldayofprayer.org. We look forward to seeing you
in May! Until then, abuMantblessings to you!

Sinlc.erely,,

~ Shirlej)                                 ~

Chairman, NDP Tas& Force

SD/rw

]~nelosttres
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August 8, 2008

Father Daniel P- C~ughiin

House o f R~prescmtative.s
HB-25 U.S. Capitol
Washington, D.C.. 20515

~ce Chakman
Mr. Brian Toov.

Se~r Dire~or
Mr. Iohn Bornsche~-n

Mr. MAc.had C~ihoun

Senior Manager
National Eoordinator Network
Mrs. Lisa Ur---mp

Nr~s Becky ;~.-Tnstrong

Accounting Manager

National Advisory Commlt~ee
Mr. Philip A~schutz
Dr. Hem’y B!ackaby
Mn Charles W. Co[son
Representative Lincoln Davis
~ame~ ,~. Dobson,’Fh-D.
Mr. Tony Dung3"
Representai~ve Bob Goodlatte
Tee Honorable Tony P. Hall
Admiral Jerry Johnson USN (reQ
~eneral Charles Krulak USMC
Representative Miice Mcmtyre
_ , ................... Smeer y,
.q.,~p~escn~tive/V~ke Pence
Iudge Charles W. Picketing St., (ret.)

.The Honorable [xm Ryun
Representative Ioseph Pitts           ,

~ Gil Smcldm

/~.~L~hairman, NDP Task Force

Dear Fatlier Coughlin:

arm eetin s from the National Day of Prayer Task Force! I’d~_~e to take this
V~    gr g " " a e kector of
o ortuni to fo1Iow up on your re,eat conversationpp ty ¯ ¯ ¯ " " ate" "onalDay
Public Affairs, by reiterating our invitatton for you to partxctp

..... n Canitol I-Iii1 A ~ you are aware fo~ Our T_~askof Prayer observance nero p p      "

o~th. _The Cannon House Office Buildin~olm Ol mou~mu~
tha~:~::tm~a~e:~.o.~N~:~L¢~ as in the past, we expect ovefflo~v
crowds to fill the
o~caSlOn.

The annual National Day of ~ay~r has become a significant expression of religious
freedom in the lives of milHons of Amer~caus not only stateside, b~t on military bases and
at embassies around the world. Next year’s obs~-vance will mark the 58th anniwrsary of

- , " ’s Hoe"’ based on Psalm
¯ this important day. Our theme for 2009 m
33:22 which states, al~l~y Your urffafling love rest.~_~on us,
h~ou." Daring these-challenging times, it has b~en encouraging to s~

¯ tremendous outpouring of prayer as people have lifted our beloved land and its Ieaders
before the.Almighty, T13_~.. coming year’s theme reflects our conviction that hbpe for our

be~fore His ~_~one.

Fathgr Coughlir~ it would b= a distinct pri~dleg¢ to have you join us on May 7th at the
Cartoon House event by providing the opting prayer to commence our ass,mbly. Your
involvement has been a wonderful addition to our efforts in the past, and I know that our
attmad~s would appreciate having you lead us in a time of intercession once agairL Faye is
available to answer any questions you may have. She can be r~ached by phone at
7191268-4802 or via e-mail at Faye.Tharp@nationaldayofpray¢r.org.

Thank you for pray~fifl, ly ¢onsid~dng our request. May God richly bl~ss you in your

Cop),tight 0 Nationa! Day of PrayerTa$k Fore*

Past Office Box 15616 * Colorado Springs, CO 80935-5616 * (719) 531-33~
www.NationalD ayofPr ayer-org
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Mardh,z{; 2008

: AMERICKS
¯
STRENGTH



Mamh 17, 2008

AMERICKS
IS MY STRENG.TH AND SHIELD; MY HF_J~RT

TRUSTS l.N HIM, AND } AM HELPED. PSALM 28:7

Cha~ Barry C. Black
.of~V~ of~e 6ha~i~
United Shte~ Senate.
SROB-332 The Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20510

¯ Dear Chaplain Black: .-

warm greetingst On behalf of our entire Nationa~ Day of l~y~r T~..k For~e staff, I’d
like to.take this oppo .r~ty }o let ~ou know how deli’ghted we are that you’ll be joining
us onc~ again to lea~l a time of intercession during ou~ Ca..pitol Kill NDP obs.e~ance:on

::. May 1, 2008. As you lk~ow, our ~?ask Force has for ~tny years facilitate~l this special
. "’ga.therii~g, and w.e areanticipating anoth .¢r ~eani..n..gful ~ of pray.~r for our beloved

.As~re~are the text Of yo,ur prayer for our u~eoming ~observanc~:you may find
¯ helnful t~-keen in rr6~d’~w 9nQR th~-n~.; ’"Pra~! America’s Stren~da and

".’. the-me w~.s ",mspke~l b~/1~salm 28~7~ which states,. "The Lord-i~ my strength and my

shi~id; m~ heart trusts_ia: .PAre, and’ I am helped."" ..Vo~ portion bf me pr.--ogram
enclosed tl~e program from ~e 2007--Caimon Ho~ase obse.r+ance,, as w’ell- as- ffae history

.of the Na~."o.n~l Dhy of Prayer a~b~ck~grOma~l. Also, Pa.ye Thz~, NDP’s Director of

event, o       --"

~3efore’clesing, I would like td~ge’you’ arid yo.ur- .~e, Brenda,, to attend our rec.eption
on Wednesday eye.hi, g, April 3_0, at th~ Witlartl Hote!. Balkoom. Ever/if yogi can only
stop by f’or,a sh6rt tim&, it-would gSve us an o.pp’ .ortan!W to acknowledge hnd pray. for
you alongwith the 0.the~ parf!’.eipants..                 "

Thank you, Chapl~2n Black, for demonstrating an ongoing deep comJni~anent to lifting
our land and its "peoplebefore’the Almighty and .e.t~ouraging others to do so. If you
have any questions, pIease don’t hesitate to contact Faye at 719/268-4802. Here-mail
address is Faye.Tharp@nationalda~ofFrayer.org. We took forward to seeing you in
May] Meanwhile,.may Godrichly bI~ss you in your s~kvice.to Him and to our country.

(Shirley)
Chairman, NDP Task Force

Post O~ce Box 15616 * Colorado Springs, CO 80935-5616 ~r (719) 531-3379 -k Fax: (719) 5~-4520

www.nationaldayofprayer.org/~./ ~ (’. ~q
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May13,.2008

STRENGTH&SHIELD

THE LORD 1S MY STRENGTH AND SHIELD; MY HEART

TRUSTS IN HIM, AND I AM HELPED. PSALM 28"7

.. The Honorable Dkk Kempthome.
"Secretaryofthe Department of the Interior:
¯UniteffStates Department 0fthe Interior

Lord, s j0y.a.cc6mPany a~l that.you undertake i~ His service..

"

Shirley)
Irce

Post Office Box 1561.NL~a~g~gs, CO 8093S-.S61~ ~ (719) 531-33~9 * l~ax: (719) 5~8~4520
www:nafionaldayofprayer.org

i



May13,2008

Prayer!_                 STRENGTH & SHIELD

THE LORD IS MY STRENGTH AND SI:IIELD; MY HEART
TRUSTS IN HIM~ AND 1 AM HELPED. PSALM 28:7

The Honoi’abie Robert Addrho!.t ¯
1433 Longworth House¯ -.
Washington, D.C. 20515 .... . ...

Dear Representative?kderholt: ¯ .~                ..

Greetings ~r0m C0iorado- Springs! Now that. tl?e.dus.t.haS, settled
.following our Natiofial Day of.prayer Observance i.n:Washington,D.C., I " "wan_ f~t6 ex__press my.hear~fel,t appreciation,,for your participationi’ Your. . . .

willingness:-fo firg.,e 3~our fellow congressmen to- attend. Our Czamon ....’
" Ho.u~e 0bservancemeans :i greaLdeal:to ’our entire 8faff, .an. d~e continue."
to Valuethe time ant] energyi.~iit 3~ouI in.~st lip ser~i,’ng a§..our Task "

~ou and Caroline .attend ourreception¯ on Wednesday evening.,I, do .hope
you enjoyed yourselves and found the event meaningful.       . ¯      ¯ ..

....~t v~as tremehd~)usly ~tiplii~ing to’see:s0.many.leader~ ~gnitaries .and
fellow ehizens .comet6gether.to. inter¢ede. 0nbehatf.~f America, .and this
impressive turnout .in o~r- ni~tl0n’s ..¢~pi~al .wasI ~eprese~tativb of"

¯ - thousands of 6bservand~S taking place around the d0untry....I tr~st you
were..as enco~aged .as I was ’to ’knowNat :millions of p~eop.!e .were’

approaching God’s throne. . on "May . lSt,~o ,s6~k His . guidance .. and
-:pr0tection .on our !and..". You._p~ayed a. significantl {£ie !n."~his :. endeavor:, i

and~my team and.I :are ~onor~d by your’ continued fai .th_~, 1 invo!vgm~n.t
in our efforts. .’          .. ¯. .                           ¯ " ..

Thard~s again for lending ~Uch. ¯active S~pp~rt t6,. the.lcause of prayer,
Representative Aderholt. Mayflae Lord’s joy accompany all that you ¯

SD/rwj .

iShirley)
NDP Task Force

.|
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February 1, 2007

America
U I

in 1" raye r
2 Chronicles 7:14

Secretary Jim Nicholson
810 Vermont AVe, NW.
Washington, D.C. 20420

Dear Secretary Nichols0n,

Warm greetings from Colorado Springs! Here at the Task Force headquarters, our
staff is busy with preparations for the 56t~ annual National Day of Prayer observance
in Washington, D.C. As you .may know, the National Day. of Prayer has been an
important historical celebration of America’s First AmEndment freedoms to gather,

worshipsand pray since .its institution in 195.2. T~,,is year, our theme is America,
Unite in Prayer, drawn from II Chronicles .7:i4: If My people, who are called by
My name, will humble .themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their
wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and Will forgive their sins and heal their

land..’" -

Secretary Nicholson, we’d be honored if you would join us for our National \
Observance at the Cannon House Office Building on Thursday, May 3 as Our
Executive Branch ~peaker. In this role, we ask that you. sfi~S of our
nation’s Executive Branch, as well as importance of prayer .in yo~_~ _personal and
professional ii_e. In past years, we’ve ]~ga~ured such influent~ -~’a~-l~ders as Attorn~~y
General John.Ashcroft, Secretary of Defense Mike Joharms, and Secretary of Eabor
Elaine Cha0:. Your .portion of the program would tentatively begin at 1:36 p.m. and
be approXimately ten minutes in length. For your review, I’ve enclosed a copy of last
year’s Cannon program.

We’d also welcome your attendance at our Prayer R~ception held on W~dnesd~y,
May 2 at 7 p;m. at the Omni Shoreham hotel. During thistime, we will acknowledge
and pray for our Cannon participants, in addition to hearing from several prominent
. public figures, we hope you will join us,-if only for a short time.

Secretary.Nich01son, I-.h0pe you’ll prayerfully consider our invitation. It would be .an
honor to have your participation and leadership in our National Observance; and I
look forward to discussing-this opportun!ty. Shouldyou have any questions, please-
Contact Mrs. Bobbie Hill, Assistant to the Chairman~ at 719/268-4802. Her e-mail.
address is b0bbi~:hill@nationalda¥ofprayer.0r~..We 100k forward to hearing from
-3,ou! In the meantime, may God bless you richly as you Continue in’your service to
God and country;

Every blessing,

Mrs. James C~ Dob.,’S~ (Shirley)
Chairman, Nation~y Of Prayer Task.Force

, Pls_R~sp_Req_POD_378                       -
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February 8, 2005

The Honorable Mike Rounds
Office of the Governor
500 E. Capitol Ave.
Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Governor Rounds,

Warm greetings from National Day of Prayer Task Force headquarters in Colorado Springs! Yet
another National Day of Prayer is right around the corner, and it is my privilege to extend an
invitation for you to join us in observing this meaningful and historical occasion. In 1952
President Truman, with the support of Congress, officially established an annual, national day of
prayer. President Reagan amended the law in 1988, permanently establishing the first Thursday
of every May as the National Day of Prayer. This tradition has since become a cherished event as
millions of Americans gather to beseech God’s guidance and blessing upon our nation.

In preparation for this observance, each year the National Day of Prayer Task Force receives
official statements of support from the President of the United States, as well as governors of the
50 states, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. With this in mind, we respectfully request
that you issue a proclamation urging the people of South Dakota to assemble on Thursday, May
5, 2005, in order to pray for our nation’s leaders and citizens.

To ensure that a proclamation from your office is incorporated in this year’s observance, we
respectfully request that you take the following steps:

After completing your proclamation, return a copy to us here at NDP Task Force
headquarters by April I. (The copy we receive will be placed in a special
commemorative book presented to President Bush that includes all proclamations from
our states and territories.) We also ask that you prepare a second copy for our South
Dakota Coordinator, who will be contacting you soon with further details.

¯ If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to get in touch with our Public Relations
Manager, Mrs. Bobbie Hill, at 719/268-4802. She can also be reached via e-mail at
hillbr@fotf.org. Bobbie would be happy to field any inquiries you may have.

t
The 2005 theme is "God Shed His Grace on Thee," inspired by the exhortation found in Hebrews
4:16: "Let us then approach the throne of ~,ace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help us in our time of need. Given the many challenges facing our country an, d
its people, it seems particularly fitting that we should gather to request the Almighty s
intervention as we respond to the threats confronting us - both within our borders and overseas.

Thank you in advance for lending your support to our NDP observance, Governor Rounds. Your
participation will not only be a valuable addition to our May 5 events, but it will come as an
encouragement to the people of South Dakota. God bless you and your staff in the days ahead.

Sincerely,

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chairman, NDP Task Force

Pls._Rsp_Req2_POD._353
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February 28, 2005

HIS G RA C EIIi( ]I I 

Congressman Tom DeLay
2370.RHOB
Washington, D.C.

Dear Representative DeLay,-

Warm greetings from Colorado Springs! As May 5 approaches, the Task-Force
headquarters is busy finalizing plans for the 2005 National Day Of Prayer
observance in Washington, .D.C. I’m. pleased that you hav~ agreed to join us this
year. Your participation and Stipport mean a great deal t~ me, and I: trust youwill- "

, ,_ - . . ¯

The 54~ Ama~l "~ Na~onal D~y of Prayer * Thtu~d~y, May 5, 2005



March 21, 2005

Secretary Michael Johanns.
c!o Marlene Minix
1400 Independence Aye. SW
Washington, DC 20250

HIS GRA C

Dear Secretary Joharms,

Warm greetings from the National Day of Prayer Task Force in beautiful Colorado
Springs! Here at-the Task Force Headquarters, our staffhas been busy with -
preparations for the National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May 5.

As youmay know,.the annual National Day of Prayer was approved and established
by an act of Congress in 1952, and it has.become a significant activity:in the livesof
millions of citlzens~ .nor only in. America,. but on military bases .and embassies
around the world. ThiS year marks the 54th anniversary of this historic day: Our
thdme for 2005 is "God Shed His Grace on Thee," drawn from Hebrews 4:16.

:Secretary Johann.s, I’d like_ to extend an invitafion . to join us at.the-Cannon House
observance .as the Lepresentative for .our govemment!S~_x_ecutive Branch.. A
number of-esteemed current and-former~-~X-~Utlve leaders have parhc:pated m the
past, including Attorney General John Asheroft and Secretary MelMartinez: ’In this
role, we ask that-you share abo.u~ the impact of prayer in YOur personal, andpo!itical
life, as-well as the prayer needs of the. Executive Branch. Your .portion of the
program would tentatively begin at 10i46 a.m. and be. approximately ten. minutes
l-ength. We would .be honored if you.would take part...For your reviev¢, i .have
.enclosed a COPY of the 2004 Cannon Caucus .Room Observance and the history of
the National Day of Prayer. :

I’d also .welcome your participation at a special Prayer :Reception held. Wednesday,
May 4, at the J.W. Marriott Hotel. During this time, we will acknowledge and pray
for our Cannon.participants. Wehope you will join us, if only for a shrrt-time.

A-gain, it would mean a great deal "ff you’d ~iceept our .invitation. Should you. have:
any questions, please, don’t .hesitate to Contact" Mrs. B0bbie I-fill; NDP Public
Relations Manager, at 719/268~4802. Her e:mai[add:essis~hillbr@fotf.org~ -

. Tharik yo.u, Secketary J0harms, for prayerfully considering Our request_ We hope to
:hear from you. soon. In the meantime; may God richly bless you in your serviceto
Him and.to-our country.           " "                 ~

Mrs. James ~bs.on (Shirley) : .- : . ¯                 "
~aa affonal Day 0fPrayerTaskForce

.... Hebrews 4~-16 (NIV) .           .
Pls_.Rsp_Req_POD_350 _ -
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2007

Warm greetings from the National Day of Prayer Task Force! Every year since Congress
established an annual day of prayer in 1952, millions of Americans from coast to coast
have gathered in churches, synagogues, schools, parks, and other venues to intercede on
behalf of our country. Given the extent to which our culture has deviated from the moral
underpinnings upon which our nation was founded, it behooves us to honor the precedent
set forth by our forefathers.

The words of Thomas Jefferson, uttered over 200 years ago, echo our concerns for today.
Bemoaning the state of an infant republic he said, "I tremble for my country when I
reflect that God is just: that His justice cannot sleep forever." Today, we may face
different trials, but we are not far removed from the desperation of Jefferson’s
sentiments. How good it is to know, then, that our distress is tempered by our confidence
in the mercy of the living God and in His promise to hear the petitions of His children, ln’~

" that spirit, we have chosen America, Unite in Prayer as our theme for 2007, based on 2(
Chronicles 7:14 which says, "If my people, who are called by my name, will humblerX,

themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear>
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land."

In_ keeping with tradition1 we a~k that you lend your support in the form of a public
p_r~oelan~..ation declaring May 3, 2007 as a National Day of Prayer. For m~
years, mis nationwide observance has been endorsed each May b~ the President of the
United States and last year, every governor in the nation, as well as those in our U.S.
territories, pa~ieipated. Given the importance of this event, will you consider joining
with us in this endeavor? Please send a copy of your official pronouncement to us here at
NDP headquarters before April 1, and provide a second copy for our <State> State
Coordinator, ~<SC name>, who will be in touch with you shortly. All of the
proclamations will be bound for presentation to President Bush. If any questions should
arise, we invite you to contact Mrs. Lisa Crump, our National Coordinator Manager, at
719/268-4803, or you may send her an e-mail at lisa.erttmp@nationaldayofprayer.org.

We appreciate your time and consideration, Governor ~Governor~), and look forward to
hearing from you. God bless you and your staff as you continue to faithfully serve the
people of ~State~£

Sincerely,

Mrs. J~’nes C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chairman, NDP Task F~rce
SD/eb
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October 22, 2004 The freedom to gather, the freedom to worship, the freedom to prey

The Honorable Bill Frist
Office of the Majority
The Capitol, Room S-230
Washington, DC 20502

Se~t,~.
Dear

Warm greetings from the National Day of Prayer Task Force! Our ministry .is busily
preparing for the a~pcomixtg"National Dayof_Prayer on May 5, 2004:. For years.we have
been pr.ivi!eged to hold this ~pecial Observance in ournation’s capitol. This gathering,held at.the Cartoon H_ouse Office. Building, is.only one of thousands. Of events taking-.

place.thr6ughoutthecotmtry. Eacti year we have been..blessedwith an Overflow crowd
of .American believers filling the Caucus Room and fidjoining hallways.

As you My know; the annual NationalDay.of Prayer ~as established in i 952 by aj 0int
~ res61ution of Congress. Today, for millions of believers in:the UiLitedSfates..gnd on

¯ for.~eign Soil, Jrstands as.a ~eIebrated memonat-t0ourChristian lieri~ge: In.our nati0n’.s
" " :critical state,.the NationalDa~-’of :Prayer draws its theme [rom the call Of promise
" H~t hS then aot~rbacb the .th~.oneof Face.with �onfidence,.so we may

i::-;~ . rec~,ei~.cy and fred ~race to help u~ in:ourt~me.of.need:"
_~~--~~--_Sena " ~ist, i’d like toextends, an invitatio~ t0j’oinus .... and Honorary Chawman. Max.

e Cannon House obyervance as the_rePreseutatav_e for our government
" ~Legislativ~ .B~anch2 A number of cm-rent and former esteemed Cabinet members have-

partici~_ated in th8 past, including Sdnat0i" wayne.Allard, Representativ~-Mil~.

...-. M¢IntYre,Rep~esen.tative Stay6 Largdnt~ an.d Senator Jotm.~2shcroft. In this :r01e, you
" - ¯ would convey:t0 the audience the prayer needs of.theLegislatige branch, .as W~II as the-

’~.~-~ - ro~e of prayer in yOurpersonal- and prof_e~si0nal life. Your portion of-the:pi0gram
-would be’approximately ten minutes in length. We would be honored if_ you would join
US.      :             " " ’- ’~      :         ’                         " "     ’

For"ydur review; Iihave includ~dia copy of:t.fig Catmon.C~aucus:Room Observance- "
.~ .program agenda.- Shduld you have..exty ClUgsti0ns,.pjease dontt hesitate t6-contact Mrs.

B0bbie Hill; PuNic Relations Manager, at.71�[268:4802. Herem~’~il address is
hillbr@foff.org..        " -                           ¯ .. -

In th~se ~haltenging time~, it has been m0si enc0uragixtg to.witness beh~ver~ from ’
across .ot~ great nati0~ lift this beloyed.land and its leaders before the Lord.. Again; it
’would b~ a .~eat blessing to ha@e you join ug this May5± at bur Natiogal Day 6f Piayer
observance in Washing[on: Thank y0ufor pr~iyerfuliy~onsideririg our geq~iest. G!ve
mybest t6 Kary~..We look forwaid tO h _..e~g from you.: ’

May-God.richly bless you in your service to Him and to our cOUntry,       ..

.- , ,, 0!

Leviticns 25:10, "._proclaim liberty throughout the land toall its iNaabitants."

Pls RsI9 Req_l~OD 356       "                 6 9004
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December I O, 2004

The Honorable Rick Santorum
Address
Address

Dear Senator Santorum,

Warm greetings from the National Day of Prayer Task Force! Our ministry is busily
preparing for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on May 5, 2005. For years we have
been privileged to hold this special observance in our nation’s capitol. This gathering,
held at the Cannon House Office Building, is only one of thousands of events taking
place throughout the country. Each year we have been blessed with an overflow crowd
of American believers filling the Caucus Room and adjoining hallways.

As you may know, the annual National Day of Prayer was established in 1952 by a joint
resolution of Congress. Today, for millions of believers in the United States and on
foreiffn soil, it stands as a c~lebrated memorial to our Christian heritage~ In our fiation’s
c~:~ ~ws its theme from the call ~f promise ~n
He~b.rews 4:16: "Let us then approach . y
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need."

Senator Santorum, I’d like to extend an invitation to join us and Honorary Chairman
Max Lucado at the Cannon House observance as t_he_re_._presentative for our
government’s._~_e.gislative Branch. A number of current and former esteemed Cabinet
members have participated in the past, including Senator Wayne Allard, Representative
Mike Mclntyre, Representative Steve Largent, and Senator John Ashcroft. In this role,
you would conv.Q_~y.~ to the audience the_pzasge~r needs of the Legislative branch,_~.we!l as
th~ole ~f pr~ayer i~ your persona.l ~d_professional life. Your portion of the program
would be approximately ten minutes in length. We’~vould be honored if you would join
US.

For your review, I have included a copy of last year’s Cannon Caucus Room
Observance program agenda. Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to
contact Mrs. Bobbie Hill, Public Relations Manager, at 719/268-4802. Her email
address is hilibr@,fotf.org.

In these challenging times, it has been most encouraging to witness believers from
across our great nation lift this beloved land and its leaders before the Lord. Again, it
would be a.great blessing to have you join us this May 5e" at our National Day of Prayer
observance in Washington, D.C. Thank you for prayerfully considering our request.
We look forward to hearing from you.

May God richly bless you in your service to Him and to our country.

Sincerely,

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chairman, National Day of Prayer Task Force
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Febru~-y 23, 2004

The Honorable Charles W. Stenholm
United States House of Representatives
c/o Jayne Schoonmaker
2409 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 205 ! 5

Dear Representative Stenholm:

A warm "hello" from Colorado Springs! As you know, the staff at National Day of Prayer
Task Force headquarters is "busy finalizing plans for the 2004 prayer observance in
Washington, D.C. I’m pleased that you have agreed to join us thisyear on May 6 as the
representative for our government’s Legislative Branch and trust you will findthe occasion
tremendously uplifting. The gathering, held on Capitol Hill, is symbolic of the
celebrations taking place throughout the land. Last year, more than 1,000 people crowded
into the Cannon House Office Building Caucus .Room and adjoining areas to participate in
this historic event.

Our theme for 2004, .Let Freedom Ring, is based on the scripture found in Leviticus
25:10," ... proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants." Foundational to our
country has been the understanding that Ggd is the Source of freedom-~nd has given~fi’-lZ~
creation "inalienable JSght~-’’ We hnp~ thi~ m~o~ w;.l_! be a czt~y~-t t"_ a_r~" AmeriCans
clo~er tO God as th~’ look to Him for guidance with their personal concerns, as w~s
those of our leaders, commumty ana country.~s we have mentioned p~eviously, we ~sk
that you present a brief message calling t~or prayer on behalf of those in the Legislative
Branch of our government. As a representative for our nation’s leaders, you will highlight
the needs of those involved in tacklitig the crucial decisions that will set the course for our
nation’s future. Your portion of the program will tentatively begin at t 1:27 and be
approximately ten minutes in length. After you speak, someone will lead those gathered in
prayer.

I would also like to urge you and Cynthia to attend our NDP Task Force reception on
Wednesday evening, May "5 at the J.W. Marriott Hotel. During this time, we will
acknowledge and pray for you and the other participants, in addition to hearing from
several prominent public figures.

Again, it is an honor to include you among our list of speakers for this year. If you have
any questions, please contact Bobbie Hill, NDP Public Relations Manager at 719/268-
4802. Her e-mail address is hillbr@foff.org. See you in May! In the meantime, may
God’s richest blessings be yours.

Sincerely,

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chairman, NDP Task Force

Enclosures
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May l5,2006

Chaplain Barry Black
Office .of the Chaplain
United .States Senate
SROB-332 The Capitol.
Washington, DC 20510

... Those who honor me I will honogr . . . "."

Dear Chaplain Black: .                                    .

, . Warm greetings from. Colorado Springs! Although May ~ h~ came anr~ og.0..~.~I am,~_~sfill
.. o~edby the tremendous Outpouring 0fprayer and repenianee that encompassed our

~m A,5 nan~ jome~! togetlaer to cry.out to God, hearts w.ere changed and hope ~’as
.-restored. Given the significance of this day, I amso pleased you were:able to be .a part of the
2006 National Day of Prayei observa0ce at tile Cartoon I-Iou~e Office. Building.. You gave a

¯ POwerful charge.to belie-vers through your exhoitafion at the Cannon. Hous~ to praywith
~ .passion .and perseverance." I’mdeligl~fed.ttiat we"w~e able .to share yourwords With our
. .F .o~..uS on.theFamily radio iai~dien.c_e as well. Dud.’ng Such an undertain and-dangerousperiod

m mstory,, it is -encoUraging ~. be .rdrninded of pmyer’s effecti.vefiess in �ombating the

a.number qfour-c0ordinator~,, arid. I am ekeited to Share with
y6u some of the nnique~.ays in ..Whioh millions’o£parfieipants garbled, for Corporate .pray=:¯

.... Hereaiejusta few 0fthe ~eporis we havereceivedthus far: -.:

? ¯ . Rebedea S~.-James, WhO ha~:beena won~wfiJl ambassador to our cou~’s"~outh "
this:year, aclayely sought to motivate young peop!~-topmy.for-Ame~ica. "-Dn~M-a7

.~ 3rd, she t~leviseff a nationwide eventgeared tow~.ds.irlspiring teensto, take partin.
,~ .,~,~ ....       the following day’s observances. ......

~ V"~- ÷v~"~:~’~:,’-’~--~..~:--:: ¯-~"! . " ]~ " " - . ’. . . - " ’ - " . . .:
~~i~{!;i:~... ~j ..-...ttTust y..ou! too~ -tinct these accounts uphfting. ’Our nation is desperate for the healing only~~~:~/! : . the-Almighty can bring, and I hope AmericanSwill remain in aposture of prayer daffy as we

:~..~.:~...... took to the future. Again, detest thanks for your part in:maldfig~the .Carm0n HoUse-
" :0bservaneeatrue ~.efleefi~ of the t~ousands of gathe~ags throughout the reunify- it was a
: privilege to havre you with us. May God bless you abundantly in tlie days ahead! ’

. , This :yea{- marked ’the first ’annual-~b~cn-v~e at me-M,. Rushmore-Nati6nal -
--......MemoiSaI. . Amphitheater. .. in SoutfiDakota.....    .    . . Due i~oie01d rain and fog,".theevent was                                                          - "

moyed indop.rs, where., astandingCr6om, oialy..crov}~l intemdded for .Our nation.
..-: Ggvemo.r-Mike Roun~.an.d auth~.r Wilham Federer .were a~n0ng those leadfia~ this. - :

: ’ time6fpmyer.                        ...                  .: -

.;" ¯ . Nashville’s celebrated Rynhgnauditorium .hosted the nationally broadcast C0rmer~ Of
., .Pra. ~yer forCity Tra~formationl Through M0ody-Radioaf~i~tes.aeross the ~0unl~y, :.

-̄ itis"esfimated..that .3 to 4 million participants .ttmed in for a powerful 3maeof.,.
īntemession2      -          ’ ...      - " "      " ..,.    "    .. :

Sincerely,

(Shirley)
Chairman,NDP Task Force

Pls Rsp Req_POD 361
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February23.2004

The Honorabl~ Roderick R.~P.~e
Se’c~etar)’ of Education

¯ c/o Mary Ann Gomez
Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, Southwest
Washington, DC 20202-1510

Dear Secretary Paige:

A warm "hello" from Colorado Springs! As you know, the staff at National Day of Prayer
Task Force headquarters is busy finalizing plans for the 2004-prayer observance in

representative for o~uu ~m ,,,~
tremendously upl~m~g. " [~e gathering~-~i~ld on Capitol Hill, is symbolic o~’-the
"- rations tzkin mace throughout the land Last year, more ~eople crowd;edceleb - g - . ¯ " " " as to artici ate in

int~"~e Cannon House Office Butldtng Caucus Room and adjoining are
p P

¯ this historic event.

Our theme for 2004~ Let Freedom Rin,. is based on the scripture found in Leviticus
2~proelnim liberty throu~_hout the land to all ~ts mnam~ . Foun~dational to our
co~nd~.’r~la,~di~g.thnt God ig the Source of freedom nnd has given l-Iis

enti "inalienable fights ’" We hope this message will be a cat~st to draw Americm’~scr,~_ on ..... S-,._ ,’i’:_ � ....;dance wilta their personal eoncems~ as well .as
closer to ~io~ as mey ~oog to. ntm,~, ~.. .......*;--,~d in o~’-~r ~revious letter,
those of our leaders~ commum~ ann country,. ~s we ~,~ ......

~ . .

ask that you present a brief message calling t’or prayer on behalf of those in the Executtve
Branc.h of our government As a representative for our nation’s leaders, you will highlight
the needs of those involved at the highest level as they make crucial decisions regarding
our nation’s future. There .has been a minor change in the schedule, and your ten-rninute
segment will now be from approximately i1:09 to 11:19. After you speak, someone will
lead those gathered in prayer.

I would also like to urge you to attend our NDP Task Force reception on Wednesday
evening, May 5 at the J.W. Marriott Hotel. During this time, we will acknowledge and
pray for you and the other participants, in addition to hearing from several prominent
public fi~res.

Again, it is an honor to include you among our list of speakers for this year. If you have
any questions, please contact Bobble Hill, NDP Public Relations Manager at 719/268-
4802. Her e-mail address is hil!br@foff-org- See you in May! In the meantime, may
God’s richest blessings be yours.

Sincerely,

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chairman, NDP Task Force

Enclosures
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"~. . . Those who honor me I will honor... "

April 3; 2006

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
ATTN: Paul Conway
Department of Labor
200 :Constitation Avenue,. NW
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear .SeCretary Chao, ¯

~ Warm greetings fr0m Colorado Springs!" I’mdelightedfiaat you have agl:eed
join u~ for our National Observance in.Washington, D.C. as Our Executive Branch

speake~ onMay 4, 2006.Your participation and support.mean a great deal to me,
and ! know you will find file observance tremend0uslyI up_lifting.

year’s ~eme -is America; Honor-God, based on I Samuel 2:30 "...-Those
wlio honor m8 1 wilt honor..." Our. pra~er.i~ that thig themevAil draw Americat~s
"~they~.lo.ok to Him..fo~r guidan’.~" " " " ’           "m-thetr personal l~ves_.and o~
~. As vce have mentioned previously, .we ask that :you :share
---about the-role ..of pmye-r in your personal, and professional life,_ as well as file:

needs of ourgovemment~s ..Executive Branch. Your portion of the
¯ .pr0gram ~fifl begih at. 1:3-6 .p,m.i and be approximately ten -minutes ..in tengthl
’ We’veenclosed acopy of iast year’s Cannon program for you review.-

’f Again; it is..an fion6r to have your .suppo~ this. year..Should you ¯have-any
quesfions,-please con’met Mrs_. Bohbie Hilt, Public Relations Manager,at 71-9/268=
.4802. :Her e-mail addrem is.. bobbie.hill@rtafi0nalda¥ofprayer.org. WeIook
forward to .seeing you in-May;            "

Blessings, . , :- -

’Chairman, NDP Task    " - :

Post Office Box 156~6 ¯ #t~l_~__~e~l_po~]~s_,3~O 80935,5616 ¯ (719) 53"1-3379-Fax: (719) 548-4520
~w..na ti ~ na I d~ y~fl~ r a ~’~ r.~ rg
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COWTR: SD-CongressmenTY

Thanks to Congressmen Who Attended 2005 NDP (SD Sig)

Warm greetings from Colorado Springs! On behalf of everyone here at the National Day
of Prayer Task Force ’ headquarters, I’d Iike to extend heartfelt appreciation for taking
time out of your busy schedule to attend this year’s NDP observance at the Cannon
House Office Building. I know that there are a great many pressing demands calling for
your attention, and I’m encouraged that you set those concerns aside in order to join us in
lifting our nation in prayer. Your actions demonstrate that you value prayer and
acknowledge our need to seek the Almighty’s guidance, protection and blessing as we
confront the challenges facing us. Millions of Americans from coast to coast joined with
us at gatherings large and small in what may have been the largest turnout ever!

Thank you once again for taking part in the 54th annual National Day of Prayer
observance, <name>. I trust your commitment to praying for the United States set an
ins__piring example for r~any o~" our felloW citizens, and it’s my hope that you were
upA~fted by our eveqt. May God continue to grant you His wisdom in your vital servic~to
our beloved land and its people.

Sincerely,

Mrs. James C. Dobson (Shirley)
Chairman, NDP Task Force

Pls_Rsp_Req_POD_3 5 7
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 18, 2007

Mrs. Shirley Dobson
1453 Smoochers Circle
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80904

Dear Shirley:

It was good to see you and Jim again at the White House. The National
Day of Prayer was a ~eat oppormni _ty to _loin good people across the
c_o_untry m pra,vmg to the Almighty. A prayerful nation is a strong
nation, and I was honored to be w~th you at such an uplifting event.

Thanks for your leadership of the National Day of Prayer Task Force
and for the wonderful collection of proclamations as well. Best wishes,
and may God bless you.

Sincerely,

Pls_Rsp_Req_POD._382



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 22, 2008

Mrs. Shirley Dobson
Chairman
National Day of Prayer Task Force
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Dear Shirley:

Your thoughtful note just reached me in the Oval Office. Thank you
for your kind words.

The National Prayer Breakfast is a wonderful tradition that reflects the
true strength of our country. Prayer plays an important role in the fabric
of America, and I am grateful for your commitment to serving a cause
greater than self. Your compassionate work is helping to lift the hearts
of many, and I appreciate your efforts.

Laura and I send our best wishes to you and Jim. May God bless you.

Sincerely,

Pls_Rsp_Req_POD_441
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N̄ATIONAL DAY OF.PRAYER
Cannon Program -- Thursday, May 7, 2009
Cannon House Office Building -- Cannon Caucus Room

9:00 A.M. -- 12:00 P.M.

Prelude Music -- Military Brass Quintet

Presentation oft_he Colors and National Anthem -- .Joint Armed Services Color Guard

Opening Remarks -- Mrs. Shirley Dobson, Chairman National Day of Prayer Task Force

Scripture Reading/Blowing of the Shofar

Opening Prayer -- Father Daniel P. Coughlin, Chaplain of the House of Representatives

Prayer for the Nations -- .~lbassador to the United States

Worship -- Mr. Travis Cott~ell "

Prayer of Repentance -- Dr. Dick Eastman, President Every Home for Christ

Special l~usic -- Miss Lfllie Knauls

Prayer for the Executive Branch -- ~ Dave Butts, President Harvest Prayer MinisLries

Leg..islative Branch Rema~i<s ~- Representative Michele Bachmann, Minnesota

Prayer for the Legislative Branch -- Mrs. V~net-t’e Bright, Co-Chairman National Day of Prayer Task Force

Military Br .anch Remarks -- General ~ames Amos, Assistant Commandant of United States Marine Corps

Prayer for Military Branch -- Brig. General David Cyr, Deputy Chief of Chaplains United States Air Force
Worship -- Mr. Travis Cottrell

Keynote Speaker -- Mrs. Beth Moore, Honorary Chairman National Day of Prayer Task Force

Special Music -- Miss Lillie Knauls

Judicial Branch Remarks -- Judge Priscilla Owen, Federal ludge United States Court of ~ppeals 5th Circuit

Prayer for the Judicial Branch ~ Dn Paul Cedar, Chair and CEO Mission America Coalition

Special Guest -- Shaun 2klex~-lder, N-FL MVP

Prayer Challenge -- Mr. Brian Toon, Vice Chairman National Day of Prayer Task Force

Closing Song] ~ Mr. Travis Cottrell

Reserved seating must be in place before 8:30 a.m.
Schedule is subject to change-

~y your u     ng love rest upon us, O
.~o’?f,-~::. put our hope in you." -Psalm 33:2.

, even as we
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~ATIONAL ~)AY OF ~DRAYER
CANNON PROGRAM --Thursday, May 1, 2008

Cannon House Office Building -Caucus Room
12:00 p.m.- 3:00 p.m.

Prelude Music -- Military Band Brass Quintet

Joint Armed Forces Color Guard and Anthem Vocalist- National Anthem

Opening Remarks -- Mrs. Shirley Dobson, Chairman of National Day of Prayer

Scripture Reading/Blowing of the Shofar -- Rabbi M. Bruce Lustig

Opening Prayer -Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio, Archbishop of the Military Services

Prayer for the Nations -Her Excellency Inonge Mbikusita-Lewanika, Ambassador of Zambia

Worship---Mr. Charles Billingsley

Prayer of Repentance--Rev. Dick Eastman, National Prayer Committee

Executive Branch Remarks -- The Honorable Dirk Kempthorne, Secretary of the Interior

Prayer for Executive Branch -- Mr. Dave Butts, NPC*

Legislative Branch Remarks -- The Honorable Mike McIntyre, North Carolina

Prayer for Legislative Branch--Dr. Paul "Cedar, N-PC*

Worship-- Mr. Charles Billingsley

Prayer -- Chaplain Barry Black, Senate Chap!ain

Keynote Speaker -- Dr. Ravi Zacharias, Honorary Chairman NDP**

Prayer for the Nation--Dr. Ravi Zacharias

Special Song--- Ms. Abby Schrader

Judicial Branch Remarks -- Judge JarLice Rogers Brown, U.S. Court of Appeals

Prayer for Judicial Branch -- Mrs. Vonette Bright, Co-Chairman NDP**

Armed Forces Remarks Lt. General Patrick Caruana (retired U.S.A.F)

Prayer for the Armed Forces -- Mrs. Kathy Branzell, NPC*

Worship--Mr. Charles Billingsley

Prayer Challenge--- Mr. Brian Toon, Vice Chairman, NDP**

Closing Song--God Bless America--Charles Billingsley

*National Prayer Committee

**National Day of Prayer Task Force

Reserved seating must be in plat6 before 11:30 am

Schedule is subject to change
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
Cannon Program -- R-hursday, May 3, 2007

Cannon House Office Building -- Cannon Caucus Room, 12:00 EM. -- 3:00 EM.

Prelude Music - Mihtary Brass Quintet

Presentation of the Colors and National Anthem - Joint Armed Services Color Guaxd

Opening Remarks - Mrs. Shirley Dobson, NDP Chairman

Scripture ReadinglBlowing of the Shofar - Rabbi Bruce Lustig

Prayer of Blessing - Father Daniel P. Cough[in, Chaplain of the House of Representatives

Worship - Charles Billingsley

Executive Branch Remarks - Secretary ~im Nicholson, Veterans Affairs

Prayer for the Executive Branch - Rev. Richard Eastman, NPC*

Legislative B~anch Remarks - Representative Marilyn Musgrave, Colorado

Prayer for the Legislative Branch - Mrs. Vonette Bright, NDP Co-chairman

Worship - Charles Billingsley

Keynote S~ea~,.er - Dr. Charles W. Swirtdoll

~eme Song Multimedia Presentation: I Pledge My Allegiance

Music - Ernie Haase and Signature Sound

ludicial Branch Remarks - Chief ~ustAce James W. Smith

Prayer for the ~udicial Branch - Mrs. Baxbara Byerly*

Military Multimedia Presentation

Armed Forces Remarks - Admiral TLmothy ~. Keatixtg, Com_mander United States Northern Command

and Commander, North American Aerospace Defense

Prayer for t~e Armed Forces - Dr. Gienn Sheppard*

Music - Errfie Haase and Signature Sound

Prayer Challenge.- Mrs. Shirley Dobson

Closing Sdng - God Bless America - Charles BiJlLngsley

*N’PC-National Prayer Committee
q2~xoughout the day, congressional hostesses will be available to assist you and direct you

to rest.rooms and dining faoAities. Please fed free to ask for thei~ assistance.
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RATIONAL ~)AY OF ~DRAYER
CANNON PROGRAM--Thursday, May 3, 2007

Cannon House Office Building - Cannon Caucus Room
12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Prelude Music -- U. S. Navy Band Brass Quintet

Joint Armed Forces Color Guard and Anthem Vocalist --National Anthem

Opening Remarks -- Mrs. Shirley Dobson, Chairman of NDP

Scripture Reading/Blowing of the Shofar -- Rabbi Joui Hessel

Opening Prayer --Father Daniel Coughlin, Chaplain of the House of Representatives

Worship~Charles Billingsley

Executive Branch Remarks --Secretary Jim Nicholson, Veterans Affairs

Prayer for Executive Branch -- Mr. Dave Butts, National Prayer Committee

Legislative Branch Remarks -- Representative Marilyn Musgrave, Colorado

Prayer for Legislative Branch--Mrs. Vonette Bright, NDP Co-Chairman

Wqrship~Charles Billingsley

Keynote Speaker -- Dr. Charles R. Swindoll, Honorary Chairman

Prayer for the Nation--Dr. Charles R. Swindo!l

Theme Song Multimedia Presentation--/ Pledge My Allegiance, Emie Haase and

Signature Sound

Judicial Branch Remarks- Chief Justice James W. Smith, MS Supreme Court

Prayer for Judicial Branch -- Mrs. Barbara Byerly, National Prayer Committee

Military Multimedia Presentation--We Will Stand

Armed Forces Remarks --Admiral Timothy J. Keating, U.S. Pacific Command

Prayer for the Armed Forces -- Dr. Glenn Sheppard, National Prayer Committee

Music--Ernie Haase and Signature Sound

Prayer Challenge---Shirley Dobson

Closing Song--God Bless America--Charles Billingsley

*emcee~Mr. David Butts, Chairman of the National Prayer Committee

*reserved seating must be in place before 11:30 am
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NATIONAL ~)AY OF ~dkYER
CANNON PROGRAM--Thursday, May 4, 2006

Cannon House Office Building - Cannon Caucus Room
1:00 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.

12:40 p.m. -: 4:15 p.m.**

Prelude Music -- Air Force Brass Quintet

Prayer for the Nations--H. E. Cyfille S. Oguin, Ambassador of Benin

Joint Armed Services Color Guard -- National Anthem

Opening Remarks -- Mrs. Shirley Dobson, Chairman of NDP

Scripture Reading/Blowing of the Shofar -- Rabbi Bruce Lustig

Opening Prayer -- Father Charles Pope

Worship---D. C. Washington

Executive Branch Remarks --Secretary Elaine Chao, Dept. of Labor

Prayer for Executive Branch -- Mrs. Vonette Bright, NDP Co-Chair

Theme Song Multimedia Presentation--Rebecca St. James, America

Prayer of Blessing and Prayer for America -- Chaplain Barry Black, Senate Chaplain

Music -- Emie Haase and Signature Sound

Multimedia Presentation--lf I Die Before You Wake
Armed Forces Remarks -- Lieutenant General Robert Van Antwerp, Commanding General

of US Army Accessions Command

Prayer for the Armed Forces -- Rev. Dick Eastman*

Legislative Branch Remarks -- Senator Rick Santorum, Pennsylvania

Prayer for Legislative Branch -- Mr. David Butts*

Worship--D. C. Washington

Judicial Branch Remarks -- Judge Charles W. Pickering, Sr.

Prayer for Judicial Branch -- Mr. John Lind

Keynote Speaker-- Dr. Henry Blackaby, Honorary Chairman

Music--Emie Haase and Signature Sound

Prayer Challenge and Closing Prayer--Shirley Dobson

Closing Song---God Bless America--D. C. Washington

*reserved seating must be in place before 12:30 pm
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I~IATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
CANNON PROGRAM --Thursday, May 5, 2005

Cannon House Office Building - Cannon Caucus Room
1:00 p.m.- 4:45 p.m.

OPENING
12:45 p.m.-2:19 p.m.**

Prelude Music -- The President’s Own United States Marine Brass Quintet
Joint Armed Services Color Guard -- National Anthem
Opening Remarks -- Mrs. Shirley Dobson, Chairman of NDP
Scripture Reading/Blowing of the Shofar -- Rabbi Bruce Lustig
Opening Prayer -- Dr. James C. Dobson, Focus on the Family Chairman
Keynote Speaker-- Pastor Max Lucado, Honorary Chairman
Music -- Sounds of Liberty Musical Group
Prayer of Blessing and Prayer for America -- Father Daniel Coughlin, Chaplain of the
House of Representatives

GO VERNMENT
2:20 p.m. -3:47 p.m.**

Multimedia Presentation--Dennis Jemigan, God Shed His Grace on Thee
Executive Branch Remarks--The Honorable Mike Johanns, Sec. of Agriculture
Prayer for Executive Branch -- Mrs. Vonette Bright, NDP Co-Chairman
Legislative Branch Remarks -- Representative Tom DeLay, House Majority Leader
Prayer for Legislative Branch -- Mr. Dave Butts*
Worship---Immanuel Singers
Armed Forces Remarks -- Rear Admiral Charles Young, Director of Strategic Systems
Command
Prayer for the Armed Forces -- Dr. Paul Cedar*
Judicial Branch Remarks- Alan Sears, General Counsel for Alliance Defense Fund
Prayer for Judicial Branch -- Rev. Dick Eastman*

THE PEOPLE
3:48 p.m. - 4:48 p.m.**

Multimedia Presentation -- Freedom by Michael W. Smith
Speaker for The Family --Dr. Gary Smalley, Cofounder and Chairman of the Smalley
Relationship Center
Prayer for The Family -- Rev. Dana Olson*
Worship~Immanuel Bible Singers
Prayer Challenge and Closing Prayer -- Jim Weidmann, Vice Chairman

**Exact times are subject to change during the event
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~’ATIONAL 2~AY OF ~RAYER
CANNON PROGRAM --Thursday, May 6,2004

Cannon House Office Building - Cannon Caucus Room
9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

OPEmNG
9:10- 10:49 a.m.**

Prelude Music- Marine Corps Brass Quintet
Armed Forces Color Guard -National Anthem
Welcome and Opening Remarks-Mrs. Shirley Dobson, Chairman of NDP
Scripture Reading/Blowing of the Shofar- Rabbi Bruce Lustig
Remarks and Opening Prayer- Bishop Francisco Gonzalez.
Keynote Speaker- LtCol Oliver L. North USMC (get) of FOX News Channel
Musk-McLean Bible Worship Ensemble
Prayer of Blessing and Prayer for America~Chaplain Barry Black

GOVERNMENT
10:50 - 12:34 p_m.**

Multimedia Presentation---Dennis Jernigan, Let Freedom Ring
EIecutive Branch Remarks - Secretary Andrew Card, White House Chief of Staff
Prayer for Execnfive Branch - Dave Butts*, National Prayer Committee
Legislative Branch Remarks- Congressman Charles Stcnholm, Texas
Prayer for Legislative Branch - Vonette Bright, NDP Co-Chairman
Worship - McLean Bible Worship Ensemble
Armed Forces Remarks-General Peter Pace, Vice Chairman-Joint Chiefs of Staff
Prayer for the Armed Forces - Rev. Dick Eastman*
Judicial Branch Remarks- Justice Kenneth Bell, FL Supreme Court
Prayer for Judicial Branch -Evelyn Christenson*
Music--Freedom Village Singers

THE PEOPLE
12:35 - 1:27 p.m.**

Multimedia Presentation--D~nnis Jcmigan, America the Beautiful Medley
Speaker for Corporate America - Archie Dunham, Chairman ConocoPhillips
Prayer for Corporate America - Rev. JeffNoel*
Closing Song - McLean Bible Worship Ensemble
Prayer Challenge- Jim Weidmann, Vice Chairman
Closing Prayer- Rev. Fad Pickard*

*NPC - National Prayer Committee
**Exact times are subject to change during the event
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From the Desk of Faye Tharp
Director of Public Affairs

Faye, Tharp@nationaldayofprayer. org
P. (7!9) 268-4802
F, (719) 548-4520

1

Cannon House National Day of Prayer Observance
Executiye Branch Representatives

(!999-2008)

’1999 -Director Barry McCaffrey (Office of National Drug Control Policy)

2000 - Secretary Rodney Slater (Transportation)

200t & 2002 - Secretary Me] Martinez (Housing & Urban Dev)

2003 & 2004 - Attorney General John Ashcroft

2005 - Secretary M!ke Johannes (Agriculture)

2006 - Secretary t~laine Chao (Labor}

2007 - Secretary Jim Nicholson (Veterans Affairs)

2008 - Secretary Dirk Kempthorne (Interior)
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National Day of Prayer Task Force I About I About NDP I Mission & Values rage

[~r~,~_

59th Annual Observance
Thursday, May 6, ~o~o

7x7 ] Blog ] NDP TV [ Radio ] Store I Events [ En E.spa5ol

About NDP

About NDP

Mission & Values

Judeo-Chdstian

Welcome

Prayer Links

FAOs

Why We Pray

Whal is Prayer

How Prayer Works¯

How Oo I Get Involved?

En Espafiol

Mission

Our Vision and Values

Who We Are and What We Do

Offidal Policy Stalement on
Participation

Mission
The National Day of Prayer Task Force’s mission is to communicate with every individual the need for personal
repentance and prayer, mobilizing the Christian community to intercede for Amedca and its leadership in the
seven centers of power: Government, Military, Media, Business, Education, Church and Family.

Our Vision and Values
In accordance with Biblical truth, the National Day of Prayer Task Fome seeks to:

¯ Foster unity within the Christian Churcl~

¯ Protect America’s Constitutional Freedoms to gather, worship, pray and speak freely.
= Publicize and preserve America’s Christian heritage
¯ Encourage and emphasize prayer, regardless of current issues and positions

,~ Respect all people, regardless of denomination or creed
¯ Be wise stewards of God’s resources and provision
~, Glorify the Lord in word and deed

Who We Are and What We Do
The National Day of Prayer is an annual observance held on the first Thursday of May, inviting people of all
faiths to pray for the nation. It was c, reated in 1952 by a joint resolution of the United States Congress, and
signed into law by President Harry S. Truman. Our Task Force is a privately funded organization whose
purpose is to encourage pariicipation on the National Day of Prayer. It exists to communicate with every
individual the need for personal repentance and prayer, to create appropriate materials, and to mobilize the
Christian community to intercede for America’s leaders and its families. The Task Force represents a _Ju_dp_o.
~h~is~:ian expression of the national observance, based on ou~ understanding that this country was birthed in

prayer and in reverence for the God of the Bible.

_H.is_tgrY. 0~ th~ I~t oq~a_.~_y, qf_~Praye~r’~_>

Official Policy Statement on Participation of "Non-Judeo-Christlan" groups in the National Day of

Prayer:

I
T he National Day of Prayer Task Force was a creation of theNational Prayer Committee for the expressed
purpose of organizing and promoting prayer observances conforming to a J.~d_.e..o_-_C.b_rJstia ~no system of values.
People with other theological and philosophical views are, of course, free to organize and participate in
activities that are consistent with their own beliefs. This diversity is what Congress intended when it designated
the Day of Prayer, not that every faith and creed would be homogenized, but that all who sought to prey for this
nation would be encouraged to do so in any way deemed appropriate. It is that broad invitation to the Amedcan
people that led, in our case, to the creation of the Task Force and the J_u_d__e_o_-C_~]_s_~La8 principles on which it is
based.
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About NDP

Welcome

Prayer Links

FAQs

Why VVe Pray

What is Prayer

How Prayer Works

How Prayer Works

You~ Best Work

H~w {)O I Gel Involved?

En Espafio!

Whal Makes Prayer Work"2

Jennifer Kennedy Dean
The Praying Life Foundation
www prayingtife org

"Prayer is spiritual
communication between man
and God, a two-way relationship
in which man should not only
talk to God but also listen to
Him."

Billy Graham

Additional Articles:

The Power of Prayer- Your Best
Work
by Dr David Jeremiah

Giving Ourselves to
Prayer
An Acts 6:4 Primer for Mioistry

Complete Study on
Prayer - developed
by the Nationat

: ;.,~.,,._,: Prayer Committee
and compileo by
Dr Dan Clawford
this ~s an 80
cha~ter 592 page
textbonk ,/..,!rt!en by

80 diffelent professors aed national
prayerleaders The content covers
both personal prayer ~ssues and
concepts and how to grow prayer in
a church. To order, click here>>

i M’ililary ] Dolmtc I (Tin, tact Us I 7x7 Blog I NDP "I’V t Radio I Store I Events IEn Espafiol

What Makes Prayer Work?
lt’s all about a relationship!

God has created mankind so that we naturally hunger for a relationship with Him. He has built that yearning for
Himself into our frame; He has encoded eternal Iongings in our spiritual DNA structure. The Scripture says, "He
has also set eternity in the hearts of men" (Eccl. 3:11). The famous theologian, C.S. Lewis, wrote "If I find in
myself a desire which no experience in this wodd can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made
for another world." (Mere Christianity)

Prayer is the bridge between Heaven and Earth. It is the conduit through which the spiritual realm is brought
into our everyday lives. Prayer is the way our spidts breathe. Just as our lungs require oxygen and are
designed to seek it out, so our spidts require the presence of God and are designed to seek Him out. Without
His presence, we are left gasping for meaning and desperately seeking our purpose in life. We find ourselves
trying our best to pray because it is as needful as air for our lungs. Prayer is the method God uses to provide
not only our daily needs from food to shelter but also comfort, strength and guidance. The late E. Stanley
Jones, missionary and preacher, wrote, "Prayer .., is the opening of a channel from my emptiness into His
fullness," (Abundant Living)

Answers depend on the relationship!
You find yourself drawn to prayer, cudous about prayer, or even desperate for prayer. Maybe you’ve tded
prayer and prayer has failed you. Maybe you can point to unanswered prayer after unanswered prayer,
proving that prayer doesn’t work.
Does that describe you?
Welcome! You are at this Web site because God wants you to understand how you can have a fulfilling
relationship with Him that will turn prayer from a fruitless exercise to an exciting adventure.

Prayer = Love
Prayer works in the context of relationship. Once the relationship is established, you will find that prayer is its
natural expression. It is simply speaking and listening to your Heavenly Father. God wants to answer our
prayers. Answered prayer is how He manifests Himself in our life and makes this relationship personal "For the
eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him."
Prayer is the intimacy that flows spontaneously from a loving relationship.

Imagine that you went into a restaurant with your father. Imagine that you and your father ordered your meals,
and when the waiter brought them to your table, he said to your father, "That looks delicious. I want to try a bite
of that!" Then imagine the waiter picks up a fork and helps himself to a bite from your father’s plate, It would be
inappropriate. You would be offended. You would demand an apology.

Now imagine that you and your farrier ordered your meals, the waiter brought them to your table, and you said
to your father, "That looks delicious. I want to try a bite of that!" Imagine that you pick up a fork and help
yourself to a bite from your father’s plate. It would be natural. Your father would be happy to share his meal
with you. It would be an accepted intimacy.
What is the difference between the two scenarios? Not the words. Not the actions. Not the intention, The
difference is the relationship. The child has access to the father that the stranger does not. (Adapted from Live
a Praying Life by Jennifer Kennedy Dean)

Prayer starts with the relationship.

Have you found that prayer does not work for you? Perhaps you need to start with the relationship,
CIj3:_k here~;Q e.a~’~n..hoW~
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About NDP

About NDP

Welcome

Prayer Links

FAQs

Why We Pray

\;dhat is Prayer

How Prayer VVorks

How Do t Get Involved?

En EspaOo!

Form an Online Prayer Team

Answered Prayer

What to Pray For
7X7 Plave~ Guide

Pray for Government

my fO~ E d~catior,

Pray for Church

Pray for Family

Why We Pray
A~ps stormed the beaches of Normandy, President
Franklin Roosevelt called for our nation to unite in prayer. He also
offered a prayer to prepare each citizen for the road ahead. "Let our
hearts be stout, to wait out the long travail, to bear sorrows that may
come, to impart our courage unto our sons wheresoever they may be.
And, O Lord, give us faith. Give us faith in Thee." The victory that
followed on June 6, 1944-also known as D-Day-began the march to
Berlin. Eighteen months later, VVWII was over and one of the wodd’s
greatest evils had been defeated. The prayers of a nation had been a powerful force.

Prayer has always been used in this country for guidance, protection and strength-even before we were a
nation or a handful of colonies. The Pilgrims at Plymouth relied on prayer dudng their first and darkest winter.
Our founding fathers also called for prayer dudng the Constitutional Congress. In their eyes, our recently
created nation and freedoms were a direct gift from God. And being a gift from God, there was only one way to
insure protection-through prayer.

President Abraham Lincoln knew this well. It was his belief that, "it is the duty of nations as well as men, to owe
their dependence upon the overruling power of God." When it came to the fate of the nation, he practiced what
he preached. Before the battle of Gettysburg, he turned to God in prayer. "1 went to my room one day and I
locked the door and got down on my knees before Almighty God and prayed to him mightily for victory at
Gettysburg." Won by the Union, Gettysburg was one of the turning points in the war that ended slavery and
kept the states united. Today the need for prayer is as great as ever. Our nation again faces battlefields, along
with an epidemic of broken homes, violence, sexual immorality and social strife. As the heroes of our nation did
in the past, we must again bow our heads in prayen We must ask the Lord to bless our leaders with wisdom
and protection, and that we will have the fortitude to overcome the challenges at hand. If Roosevelt, the
Pilgrims and Lincoln never underestimated the power of prayer, neither should we.

It ~ goal that you, your family and fdends would participate in the National Day of Prayer. We pray that the
event impacts your life, and that praying for our nation moves frq[ll a one-day event to a lifetime endeavor. So
join us on the first Thursday/in Ma}’ and pray with conviction that God would continue to shed His grace on
thee.                                                                                                             ’

B~ ~ I~
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What is Prayer

Prayer Quotes

How Prayer Works

How Do I Get Involved?
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Form an Online Prayer Team

Answered Prayer

Giving Ourselves to
Prayer
An ~\cts 64 Primer for Ministry

Complete Study on
Prayer - developed
by the National
Prayer Committee
and compiled by
Dr, Dan Crawford,
this is an 80
chapter, 592 page
textbook wrilten by

80 different professors and national
prayer leaders The content covers
both personal prayer issues and
concepts and how to grow prayer in
a churcl’~ To order, click here>>

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of salvation is to restore lost people to relationship with God our Father. Through the cross of
Jesus, the barriers to that relationship were removed. When we begin to trust God once again and turn from
our sin, He comes into our lives to begin a new relationship of love with us. God is in every true Christian
(Romans 8:9,10; John 14:23; Revelation 3:20; 2 Corinthians 13:5). Our faith and love towards God will lead us
to recognize His presence with us, to talk with Him, to listen to Him, to sense Him. This is prayer. We express
our thanks, our faith, our love, our hopes with God in prayer, and we receive from Him answers, assurance,
guidance, peace, strength, power, revelation of who He is and what He wants to do. (Matthew 7:7-8; John
16:13; Philippians 4:6-7; Ephesians 1:17,18

WHAT IS PRAYER?

F.~or true Christians, prayer [Gk: "proseuche"] is "communion with God’~ugh prayer we actually experience
relationship with God. The quality of our prayer life then determines the quality of our relationsr~ip with God."
Prayer is talking’with God. Prayer is listening to God. Prayer is enjoying the presence of God. It can take many
forms - for example: worship, confession, thanksgiving, praise, petition (asking for things), waiting (silent,
listening and sensing of God) and warfare (command). If we are baptized in the Spidt we can pray with the
spirit, in languages unknown to us but not to God. (1 Corinthians 14:2,14).

Prayer is not simply saying words. It is not repeating formulas. God is looking for hea~elt relationship. We are
told by Jesus not to make meaningless repetitions of words when we pray. (Mathew 6:7). Tongues may be
meaningless to our understanding, but it is not to God. In a future lesson we will give more attention to this
subject.

There is a lot of prayer that never reaches God. "The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself" (Luke
18:11 ). "One who turns away his ear from hearing the law, Even his prayer shall be an abomination." (Proverbs
28:9). It is outside the scope of this lesson to talk about prayers offered to false gods or to the devil. Also, we
will not look at religious prayers or traditional prayers that can be uttered without heart. We will be considering
prayers that come from one who has repented of his sins to the best of his knowledge, and who walks by faith.

WHY PRAY?

1. We pray because we love God. We spend time with God in prayer and communion because we love him.
Just as a man and woman in love desire to be together and communicate, so we - if we love God - will desire
to be with Him and to fellowship with Him in proportion to our love for Him.

2. We pray because we depend on God. God is our source. He is our life (Colossians 3:4). Through prayer we
receive the comfort, the strength and all the other resources that we need in life - both naturally and spiritually.
Prayer - relationship to God - is as necessary to the spiritual life as air to the natural life.

3. We need to pray in order to resist temptation. "Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation." (Mr. 26:41 ).
Much sin is the result of the sin of prayedessness. Through lack of prayer, we are weak, others are weaker and
Satan gains the advantage in our lives.

4. We need to pray because it is necessary for men to invite God to act in salvation. God gave the earth to
Adam and his descendants. We must invite God to work here. If no-one invites God to work here, Satan (the
god of this world through man’s universal rebellion - 2 Corinthians 4:4) will dominate the affairs of men and
eventually the judgment of God will come. By inviting God often and specifically, multitudes can be saved that
would otherwise be lost.

5. We need to pray because God commands us to pray. "Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with
thanksgiving." (Colossians 4:2). "Then he [Jesus] spoke a parable to them to this end, that men ought always
to pray and not lose heart." (Luke 18:1 ). The need to pray is as great as the authority of God which commands
us: "Pray without ceasing." (1 Thessalonians 5:17). Prayer is so vital to all that God wants to do on the earth,
and so essential to us, that God commands us to do it all the time. We should even deny ourselves sleep and
food at times in order to pray more and with greater power. (Matthew 6:16; Luke 6:12; Luke 21:36; Colossians
4:2; 2 Corinthians 11:27).

HOW TO BEGIN

If you are not sure how to pray, don’t despair! Everyone had to begin sometime. Just talk with God respectfully
but openly. Talk with Him as your Father. Jesus taught us to pray, "Our Father ...". Recognize God as a loving
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Return to NDP Home

Guides

Coordinator Application

Dear Friend,

Thank you so much for your interest in
becoming a volunteer for the National Day
of Prayer Task Force. Knowing that you are
busy and have many pressures that impinge
upon your time, we deeply appreciate your
willingness to consider "pitching your tent"
with us. God has assembled an elite force
for this endeavor. Our team is made up of
ext_remely dedicated men and women w~o
love and serve Jesus Christ and who hav~ a
heartfelt= belief that.., prayer is the only hol~e
for our country. Through their efforts, a
covering of~tercession blankets our entire
culture - a "prayer shield" that is critical at    Shirley Dobson
this juncture when America faces turmoil within and grave threats from
without. As our Task Force works to achieve the divine purposes to
which we are called, we’d be encouraged to have you join us.

To determine your personal and spiritual qualifications for this service,
we’would ask that you fill out the enclosed ouestionnaire. This pro1:ess
will help us, as well as you, decide if this commitment is right for you.
May The lord lead you as you prayerfully reply - and may God bless
America !

Shirley Dobson

Apply online to be a coordinator

Terms & Conditions j Site Nap [ Coordinator Login I My Prayer Team I National Day of Prayer Task Force May 1, 2008
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/
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A Nation United in Prayer
Millions Gather on the 2008 National Day of Prayer

Throughout the nation, we witnessed a greater outpouring of prayer for .....
our nation on the First Thursday in May than ever before. The number of

the public-invited events posted on our Web site through our event
tra~;ker doul~led from the previous ~/ear~,We ~xperiencod more favor from
local and state governments this year; more politicians participated th~
year, more access to government buildings, and even more governo~ il    ,: ~

(a~l ~0 si~ned proclamations/ and mac/ors participated. There was ~’wider
scope in the type of events as well: planes, motorcycle’s, children prayer
walks, buses, train, IRS, NASA and police departments. PrayerFlight; a
group of Ohio based private pilots organized "50 Capitols" in which
pdvate pilots flew over all 50 state capitols, praying for their states.
Military pilots serving overseas and airline pilots and flight attendants
prayed while airborne as well. Prayer events occurred at past sites of
recent tragedies: Minneapolis 35W Bridge Collapse, New Life Church
shooting site and the Virginia Tecffshooting site. YMCAs and the
Salvation Army held events around the nation. In Colorado Spdngs
pastors from 27 denominations filled the Pikes Peak Cog Railway and
prayed for the local community and our nation on the 75 minute trip up
and back the 14,000 ft peak. In Alaska, a 300 mile preyer train traveled
from Anchorage to Fairbanks. In Bakerst]’eld, CA, 30 churches
lengthened the National Day of Prayer to three days, highlighted by the
formation of a human cross with red shirts. Preyer events were held in
110 Federal Prisons, national monuments such as Mount Rushmora and
the St. Louis Gateway Arch, military bases, stadiums, nursing homes,
schools, town halls and in the Senate and Congressional chambers of
many state capitols as well as the west lawn of our nation’s capitol in
Washington, DC. In rain, snow, sunshine or indoors tens of thousands of
prayer events took place with every denomination and race present in all
50 states, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, Afghanistan, and Iraq.

In addition to the huge variety of venues, the prayer events took on the
unique direction of our thousands of volunteer organizers. Prayer
breakfasts, prayer walks, Bible reading marathons, motorcycle
cavalcades, prayer at countless businesses, and even prayer balloon
releases marked some of the creativity of our massive national network.
Governors in Minnesota, Texas, Louisiana, and the First Lady of Nevada
sp~=k.e at their events and were prayed over by participants. Attorney
GeneraL~ and Judaes ear~i~lpated in man~/state, s.’ Presiden"t"Bus"~’h’~ld
his eighth straight National Day of Prayer event in the East Room ofth~
WNte House with Chairman Shirley Dobson and Honorary Chairman "
Ravi Zacharias sharin_q the sta_qe with our President. In the Cann~
F~ouse office buildina home to the offices of our U.S. Conaress~6ffal

le~aders~ the Task Force hosted a ~)raver event with several members of
the Executive~ Legislative and Judicial branches of our ~overnment which
was televised around the globe.

Here are some Media Victories that God blessed us with:

¯ Web site: On April 30, we had a 300% growth in visitors over last
year = 1.3 million visitors to our web site in just one day. 515% growth for month of April.

,~ NASCAR: The Furniture R~w racing team again c~vered the #78 driven by J~e Nemechek at Tai~adega

in the red, white and blue of National Day of Prayer. Our car qualified with the fastest speed and won the
number one pole position to begin the race earning it prominent coverage on Fox Sports and USAToday.
Radio: NDP was featured on Michael Reagan, Seen Hannity, Laura Ingraham, Bill Bennett, and Focus on
the Family in April. At least 2500 stations nationally carried over 70 unique spots. Our leadership had
radio interviews in every one of the largest 25 metro areas.
Email Blasts: Focus on the Family, Family Christian Stares, Newsmax, and the American Family
Association sent emails to over 11 million people.
internet: The National Day of Preyer spread the word on thousands of sites including Facebook, My
Space, YouTube, and GodTube.
Stores: Family Christian Stores partnered with the National Day of Prayer distributing bookmarks at 307
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Home From The Chairman

Home What is the NPC?

The First Thursday in May
May 7, 2009

Prayer Ministries
Spotlight

Waymakers (NPC)

Waymakers helps churches
prepare the way for renewal and
gospel advance by building local
movements of united prayer,
presenting weekend seminar~
and providing materials
d~inn~d tn ~m~in ~hri~ti~n~ in

Member Log in

Username

Password

F Remember me

Lost Password?

What Is the NPC? Preyer Ministries

How We Connect

Of Special Note...

NPC Meetings

NEWI NPC Project Launched
Textbook Publication Announced

First Friday Prayer Call
Cricital Prayer Concerns for Revival- IFA

Calendar Donate

[] Contact Us ~ Links ~ Search

Support the NPC

It’s now easier than ever to donate
using PayPal.

N:=tlr=n==l Pr~u~r P-nmmittA~:)rayor Connections are NPC sponsored
projects and (~ther national prayer endeavors that seek to cell Christians
to proactive prayer. NPC Prayer Connections provide support and
direction, calling Christians from across the nation to unified, focused
prayer.

There are three distinct ways in which the National Prayer Committee
connects...

PROJECTS PARTNERS STRATEGIC ALLIANCES

PROJECTS

The National Day of Prayer
www.ndpff.org

T~:z~ National Da}~ of Pra},er is celebrated on the first Thursday in May.
Before 1988, it was up to the President to call the na|ton to a da~f of
pr~,e~r, uul ~eo Dy the efforts of the National Prayer Committee ano then
ch.~3jEman Vonette Bdght, in 1988 President Ronald Reao~n siqned ~to
law that the ,rst ~ nursaa~, in May would be the day of orayer each year.
The National Day of Prayer Task Force. led h_v director Shirl~Y Do-bson
and executive director Brian Teen, oversees the events aroun~Wthe
nation on this day.

Global Day of Prayer - USA
www.gdopusa.com

We have been invited to join the rest of the wodd in prayed Beginning in
2000 with a vision for uniting believers in South Africa in a day of prayer
and repentance a movement has swept across Africe which resulted in
22 million believers praying together in all 56 nations on the continent.
Now our brothers and sisters in Africa have asked the world to join them
for a Global Day of Prayer on Pentecost, May 2, 2007. Americe’s
National Prayer Committee is promoting and encouraging Americens to
join in on this histodc day in the history of God’s people. At the October
2004 International Prayer Committee meeting in Thailand, seventy
prayer leaders from each of the major regions of the wodd. met to
consult and plan for the Global Day of Prayer. Among these were
several members of Americe’s National Prayer Committee. These
leaders represent networks that affect tens of millions of Christians. The
commitment to proceed was re-confirmed by these leaders as was the
conviction that the Global Day of Prayer process should continue each
year until 2010, in order to build momentum and fill the earth. This plan
was announced and promoted to the neady 1700 international leaders
gathered for the Lausanne Conference on Wodd Evangelization
meeting nearby.

Nationalprayer.org

http~//nati~na~prayer~~rg/index~php?~pti~n=c~m-~~ntent&task--view&id=4~&~temid=32 8112/2009
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www.nationalprayer.org

God is doing so much in so many places across America and around
the wodd that need to be known. This website was formed to be a
communication hub to provide support and direction, news and
testimony to what God is doing and to call Christians from across the
nation to be in unified, focused prayer. It is a tool to help you find
resources, ministries and events which will help you grow in your
releUonship with God through prayer. Search the pages throughout and
you’ll see how God is bdnging His people together in the greatest prayer
movement in history.

Task Foroe on Theological Education

The Task Force on Theological Education was formed in 2005 as a
result of a discussion at a prayer conference. The discussion, between
a number of prayer ministry heads, related to the lack of prayer
education provided to ministerial students in Bible colleges and
seminaries. Most of the participants had seminary educations, and none
had ever had a course on prayer- personal or corporate- while in
seminary.

Out of that discussion the task force was formed, and this group began
looking at ways to make seminaries and Bible colleges aware of this
desperate need. Many pastors start their ministries without a clue as to
how to lead a church prayer meeting effectively, how to lead a board in
seeking the Lord on a difficult decision, how to disciple in prayer.

The first recommendation to come from theTask Force was to provide a
potential curriculum or resource to professor- either to use as a pdmary
text book, or a supplemental one in ministry level courses. The first
outcome was the publication of "Giving Ourselves to Prayer:. An Acts
6:4 Pdmer for Ministry." Dr. Dan R. Crawford serves as the chair of the
Task Force.

Praying Pastors Project
www.prayingpastors.com

The Praying Pastors Project is a revolutionary prayer initiative that
creates a network of ministries, individuals and business owners who
want to endch the prayer lives of those in their local communities. The
project will create a network of volunteer coordinators that will solicit
funds from donors in order to underwrite the costs of getting the book
"Giving Ourselves to Prayer" and other prayer resources to all the
pastors in the United States.

PARTNERS

The Denominational Prayer Leaders Network

The DPLN is made up of prayer leaders from more than 40
denominations. The purpose of the DPLN is to encourage and assist
Christian denominations and fellowships of churches in mobilizing and
training their congregations and members to pray for effective ministry,
spiritual awakening, and world evangelization, and to work
cooperatively with each other toward this end.

Church Prayer Leaders Network
www.prayedeader.comm

Vision: To equip every church in every city to become an effective,
joyful "house of prayer for all nations" (Isaiah 56:7). Mission: To serve
the local church prayer leader (pastor or designate), empowering him or
her to initiate, strengthen, and expand the prayer life of that
congregation to the glory of Jesus ChrisL Strategy: To provide a
strategic network that empowers local church prayer leaders to fulfill
their calling. CPLN began as the National Association of Local Church
Prayer Leaders as a ministry of Pray! magazine. CPLN. now on its own,
focuses solely on res0urcing the prayer leaders in congregational
ministry.

An Urgent Appeal
Click here to read the document

http://nationalprayer.org/index.php?option=com content&task_-view&id=40&Itemid=32 8/12/2009
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In San Francisco in Januanj. 1998. nearly forty denominational leaders,
on behalf of the 400 members of Mission America. signed a newly
issued "Nationwide Call to Prayer to the Church in America."
Subsequently, The Call was published as a full-page ad in USA
TODAY. signed by denominational leaders such as Bishop George
McKinney (Church of God in Chdst), Robed Watson (Salvation Army),
Thomas Trask (Assembly of God), Robert Reccord (Southern Baptist
Convention). William Hamil (Evangelical Free Church). and ministry
leaders such as Billy Graham, John Perkins, Paul Cedar, Bill Bright,
Jesse Miranda. Ron Sider, and over one hundred other national
Christian leaders. Since then it has circulated widely throughout the
body of Chdst. The Call has two parts: "A Call to Extraordinary Prayer~
and "A Call to United Action." It sets forth consensus on an agenda for
prayer and calls for collaboration in mobilizing concerted prayer. The
focus of The Call is corporate revival. As such, it provides a major step
toward the document you now hold. This newer document, An Urgent
Appeal to Christian Leaders in Amedca for Consensus and
Collaboration on the Biblical Nature and Hope of Corporate Revival, is
designed to bring about even deeper levels of consensus and
collaboration around the focus of The Call which reads in part: In
recognition of our absolute dependence on God; the moral and spiritual
challenges facing our nation; our national need for repentance and
divine intervention; our great hope for a general awakening to the
Lordship of Christ, the unity of His body, and the sovereignty of His
Kingdom; the unique opportunity that the dawn of a new millennium
presents to us for offering the Gospel of Christ to everyone in our
nation- We strongly urge all churches and all Christians of America to
unite in seeking the face of God through prayer and fasting, persistently
asking our Father to send revival to the church and spiritual awakening
to our nation, so that Chdst’s Great Commission might be fulfilled
worldwide in our generation. In the spidt of The Call and with its vision,
the National Revival Network of Mission America has drafted, with input
from nearly 100 national Christian leaders, An Urgent Appeal

STRATEGIC ALLIANCES

Mission America Coalition
www.missionameflca.org

The Mission Amedca Coalition is helping mobilize Christian leaders and
individual Christians to collaborate together to reach America with the
love and grace of Jesus Chdst. Our mission statement is "The whole
Church taking the whole Gospel to the whole nation - and to the wodd."
Through encouraging Christians to pray for, care for and share Jesus
Christ with every person, the Coalition emphasizes spiritual unity,
evangelism and revival. Spiritual Unity MAC understands that the task
of evangelism is one in which we must work together. The harvest is
indeed "plentiful" and one which no single ministry or individual can
hope to accomplish alone. By working together we honor our Lord’s
prayer in John 17:21 "that all of them might be one, Father, just as You
are in Me and I am in You. May they also be in Us so that the world may
believe that You have sent Me." Our unity points people to Jesus Chdst.
Facilitating and Encouraging Evangelism MAC encourages national and
regional Christian leaders, churches, parachurch organizations and
individuals to work together to share the love and grace of Jesus Christ
throughout our nation. Through evangelism initiatives, living a lifestyle of
evangelism, prodamational events and many other ways, the Coalition
equips Christians to be obedient to the Great Commission (Matthew
28:19). Revival Emphasizing revival, MAC has helped summon the
body of Christ to personal and corporate renewal through concerted,
extraordinary prayer in communities, congregations and homes (e.g.
The National Prayer Accord). Throughout this effort, Christians are
being called to become accountable to one another in a way that is
marked by holiness, godliness and kingdom-centered prayer. Global
Ministries MAC padners are also involved in reaching out through
intemational minisffies - encouraging Churches and Christians to
expand their emphasis on global missions.

Designed and Powered by Christian Technology Solutions

http://nati~na~prayer~~rg/index~php?~pti~n=c~m-c~ntent&task--~view&id=4~&~temid=32 8/12/2009



EXHIBIT 58



,,-.,-,~,~,~,,m. l,,cw x u~-r~ tJovemor ~gns t’rayer l-’roclamation                              Page 1 of 2

4-30-2007

New York Governor Signs Prayer Proclamation

by Jennifer Mesko, associate editor

Just four days before the national event, he joins 49 other govemors.

After being flooded with phone calls from family
~dvoc ates around the nation, New York Gov. Eliot
~pitz~ ~r today joined the other 49 governors in
issuing a proclamation supporting Thursday’s
3b=;ervance of the National Day of Prayer (NDP). l~k

3r. James C. Dobson, founder and chairman of
--o~;us on the Family Action, sounded the alert one,
his national radio broadcast today.

the New York coordinator for NI3P,

3vernor’s staff.

"It seemed the kJ~fic~n~l r3~\t nf 13r~,,~r wR.~ nn the back burner"
We; don t .qet        phone calls r~_fi~rn~ad Yn~ n=~tar .........hl=~r h~.k Thi.~ h~.~ kind" of

been a constant thin~l."

A staple of former Gov. George Pataki’s tenure ~ an annual prayer
breakfast ~ is not on the schedule under Spitzer.

Castilla tried to get the proclamation one more time Friday. After she
couldn’t get an answer from the governor’s office, she called Focus on the
Family for help.

"Governor Spitzer had several opportunities to tell NDP representatives
would sign the proclamation," said Gary Schneeberger, senior media
director of government and public policy at Focus on the Family Action.
"Instead, his staff treated those who asked about it rudely. What other
conclusion could we have drawn other than that he was not inclined to
acknowledge the power of prayer for his state?

"Governor Spitzer has never been a friend to pro-family causes. He’s
introduced a bill to legalize gay marriage and has worked to shore up
abortion rights. He has not earned the benefit of the doubt from the pro-
family community."

Jean Truty, who works for the National Day of Prayer Task Force, said a
letter requesting a proclamation was mailed to Spitzer in January. The letter ~.
asked for a response by April 1. Two weeks ago, the NDP staff started
calling his office.

Notably, the proclamation that was issued today is dated April 25. Christine
Anderson, press secretary for Spitzer, said delays can happen in
paperwork. "He always intended to sign it," she said.

/
http://www.citizenlink.org/content/A000004516.cfm 9/24/2008
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Anderson added that the prayer breakfast - which had been an annual
event under the previous governor - was canceled "for scheduling
reasons." She said it likely will return in coming years.

"Dr. Dobson would personally like to thank all of our friends who called
Governor Spitzer’s office," Schneeberger said. "The im_D0rtant thine to note
helle is that all 50 states have now formally reco~lnized the National Day 6f
Player and its importance to our county."

The theme for the 56th annual National Day of Prayer is "America, Unite ini~
Prayer." Dr. and Mrs. Dobson are in Washington, D.C., this week for the
prayer events. Thursday’s guest speaker in the capital is Dr. Charles
Swindoll.

TAKE ACTION
If you’d like to thank Gov. Spitzer for honoring prayer, you may call his
office at (518) 474-8390.

Click here for a copy of the proclamation.

To learn more about the National Day of Prayer and for a list of events in
your area, visit the NDP Web site.

Share on Facebook

If you enjoy reading stories like this one, sign up for the free CitizenLink
Daily Update e-mail. You’ll get news and commentary from Focus on the
Family Action delivered right to your computer.

© 2008 Focus on the Family Action, Inc. CitizenLink is a registered trademark of Focus on the Family
Action, Inc. "Focus on the Family" is a registered trademark of Focus on the Family, a California non profit
religious corporation, used pursuant to a license agreement. All rights reserved. International copyright
secured.
8605 Explorer Drive Colorado Springs, CO 80920 phone: (866) 655-4545 fax: (719) 531-3390

http://www.citizenlink.org/content/A000004516.cfm 9/24/2008
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N.Y. Governor Last to Back National Day of Prayer
By Eric Young
Christian Post Repoder
Tue, May. 01 2007 04:51 PM EDT

[-] Text [*]

E-mail    Print    RSS    More on Topic

NEW YORK - The governor of New York has joined the other 49 governors in issuing a proclamation supporting this
year’s observance of the National Day of Prayer.

Enlarge this Image On Monday, less than a week before Americans across the f’K’ty states were
scheduled to pray for the nation, New York Gov. Eliot Spitzer’s issued
proclamation appeared on the Democratic governor’s website declaring May
3, 2007, as a Day of Prayer and Reflection in the Empire State.

Although the proclamation is dated Apr. 25, there was no indication from the
governor’s off~ce prior to Monday that a proclamation was forthcoming and the
only official proclamation listed last week for the month of May was for Cinco
De Mayo.

"Governors in 49 states and the President of the United States have signed "~
proclamations designating a day of prayer," noted Dr. James C. Dobson,
chairman of Focus on the Family, in a statement released Monday. "Gov.
Spitzer was asked in January to issue such a declaration by April 1st if
possible. No response was received as of Friday, April 27. Phone calls from[
the governor’s office were not returned, and pastors and volunteers who
inquired were treated rudely and given no indication that a proclamation was
forthcoming."

Earlier in the day, Dobson had alerted listeners of Focus on the Family’s daily7
broadcast of the "slap in the face that the governor of New York has delivered ~,
to people of faith all across the country" and encouraged Americans from all (
states to call the governor’s office in response.
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"Considering what happened in New York City on 9111, and the fact that New Soldier to Save Souls
York has been most often targeted for destruction by terrorists, we believe
prayer in that state shou d be a p, riorit=y," Dobson said in his statel~ I~ RSS Feed: Most Read Stories
Monday, after the p’r~clamation’~as o~clally ~ssueo. -vv~ara pleased that .........................................
Gov. Spitzer has now designated Thursday, May 3rd, as a day of prayer."

According to Spitzer’s press secretary, Christine Anderson, the governor "always intended to sign it," reported
CitizenLink, a ministry of Focus on the Family.

She added that the prayer breakfast - which had been an annual event under the previous governor - was canceled
"for scheduling reasons."

But Gary Schneeberger, senior media director of government and public policy at Focus on the Family Action, noted
that the governor’s alleged intention was never made known.

"Governor Spitzer had several opportunities to tell NDP representatives he would sign the proclamation," said
Schneeberger, according to CitizenLink. "Instead, his staff treated those who asked about it rudely. What other
conclusion could we have drawn other than that he was not inclined to acknowledge the power of prayer for his
state?"

Jean Truty, who works for the National Day of Prayer Task Force, said a letter requesting a proclamation was mailed
to Spitzer in January. The letter asked for a response by April 1, CitizenLink reported. Two weeks ago, the NDP staff
started calling his office. Featured Advertiser Links
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"Governor Spitzer has never been a friend to pro-family causes," Schneeberger noted. "He’s introduced a bill to
legalize gay marnage and has worked to shore up aDortiQ=~ rights. He has not earned the benefit of the doubt from the
pro-family community." Continue >>
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WING

Phony ’Official’ Group Tries to Co-Opt National Day of Prayer

Since Truman, U.S. presidents have issued annual proclamations declaring a non-sectarian National Day of Prayer, and this year is ~ cljffe[~r~t. What has changed in recent
years is the rise in influence of a sectarian group that has appointed itself the ~official" organizer of the occasion. The National Day of Prayer Task Force, headed by James
Dobson’s wife Shirley and based out of Focus on the Family offices in Colorado, admits that its purpose is "organizing and promoting prayer observances conforming to a
]ud~:¢h~isti~r~ SySt~ 0[ y~.l~" - in p~rticu!a~, evangelical Christianity based on Biblical inerrancy and fighting the "cultural war" - but it acts like it’s a federal agency and
the arbiter of the holiday itself.

/
This past week, prior to New York Gov. Eliot Spitzer’s signing of a state proclamation on the day of prayer, Dobson issued an attack on his radio program. Focus’s Citizenlink/
web site p__u b_lis~he_d this indignant article on Friday accusing Spitzer of purposefully ~insult[ing] and offend[ing] millions" of ~people of faith": /

We want to make you aware of a slap in the face the governor of New York has delivered to people of faith all across the country.

Gov. Eliot Spitzer - who just a few days ago promised to sign a bill to legalize same-sex marriage in his state, should one land on his desk - apparently has refused to
sign a proclamation supporting Thursday’s observance of the National Day of Prayer. The governors of the other 49 states have already issued such proclamations,
acknowledging the need for America to unite in prayer.

Won’t you take a minute or two - no matter what state you live in - to let Gov. Spitzer know what you think about his refusal to acknowledge the National Day of
Prayer? Remind him that this country was founded as a Christian nation - and he will insult and offend millions if he continues down the path he is on.

Focus also ass~rted that "the governor of New York, which was the target of the vicious and unprovoked attacks on 9/11, ~Q~..Dg.~.~e_...li..~ the people of his state need divine
guidance and protection." After Spitzer signed the proclamation, Citizenlink replaced the article with a asserting that Spitzer "changed his mind ... after
Dr. James Dobson alerted the nation through his Focus on the Family broadcast."

However, the only evidence Focus has provided that Spitzer had decided not to issue a proclamation is that his office didn’t return phone calls from the National Day of
Prayer Task Force. From ~j~[z_e_nJLnk_:

Susan Castilla, the New York coordinator for NDP [sic], said she was put off time and time again by the governor’s staff.

"~t seemed the National Day of Prayer was on the back burner," she said. ~We don’t get phone calls returned. You never hear back. This has kind of been a constant
thing."

Castilla is actually the St~t@ ~o~[dina~o~ for the NDP Task Force, not for the federal observance itself. Apparently, the NDP Task Force expects state governors to follow its
commands, having set a deadline.

Jean Truty, who works for the National Day of Prayer Task Force, said a letter requesting a proclamation was mailed to Spitzer in January. The letter asked for a
response by April 1.

Notably, the proclamation that was issued today is dated April 25. Christine Anderson, press secretary for Spitzer, said delays can happen in paperwork. "He always
intended to sign it," she said.

Why is it so important to Focus on the Family that the NDP Task Force be presumed to be an "official" body? A clue might be found in the group’s P~Y~[ guid.~, which
describes the media as "hostile to those who voice their belief in Christ" and schools as "promoting a radical social agenda" including "Condom distribution, and a refusal to
acknowledge God." By co-opting the observance, the NDP Task Force isn’t just promoting prayer - it’s promoting the talking points of the Religious Right.

Bookmark/Search this post with:

http://www.rightwingwatch.org/2007/05/phony_official.html 9/13/2008
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N. Y. Governor Changes Mind, Signs Prayer
Proclamation

Reversal comes after Focus on the Family listeners call his offices.

New York Gov. Eliot Spitzer has changed his mind and has signed a
proclamation for the National Day of Prayer.

The reversal came after Dr. James Dobson alerted the nation through his~
Focus on the Family broadcast to the only governor who had not signed
proclamation for Thursday’s event. Dr. Dobson extends his appreciation to"~
all his listeners who called the governor.

If you’d like to thank Gov. Spitzer for honoring prayer, you may call his
office at (518) 474-8390.

Share on Facebook

If you enjoy reading stories like this one, ~ for the free CitizenLink
Daily Update e-mail. You’ll get news and commentary from Focus on the
Family Action delivered right to your computer.

© 2008 Focus on the Family Action, Inc. CitizenLink is a registered trademark of Focus on the Family
Action, Inc. "Focus on the Family" is a registered trademark of Focus on the Family, a California non profit
religious corporation, used pursuant to a license agreement. All rights reserved. International copyright
secured.
8605 Explorer Drive Colorado Springs, CO 80920 phone: (866) 655-4545 fax: (719) 531-3390

http://www.citizenlink.org/clspecialalert/A000004504.cfm 9/13/2008
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J" esse Ventura has been in trouble before. He survived the
grueling Navy SEAL special forces training, did a stint as a
security guard for the Rolling Stones, and was body slammed

countless time in the ring as a professional entertainment sports
wrestler. Ventura then waded into even more dangerous waters, first by
serving a four-year term as mayor Brooklyn Park, Minn., and then
becoming that state’s governor following an upset election victory last
November.

He now may be taking on his toughest opponent, though, and it’s all
over the issue of prayer in government. In the opposite ring comer this
time is the Minnesota Family Council, the state affiliate of the
Washington, D.C. -based Family Research Council headed by
presidential hopefully and religious conservative values guru ~
Bauer.

(10-13-06) Reed
included in HOUSe

Abramoff scandal

(9-27 -06"~ House

(9-25-05~ House

arab f4t. Soledad

fioht will continue:
P~ZLE~tt~I

FRC has become the leading proponent of a Christian conservative
"family values" agenda inside the beltway. Ventura’s sin happens to be ~_t
his decision to not formally endorse last Thursday’s National Day of
Prayer celebration which saw nearly all of the nation’s gnvemors, and
thousands of other state and local officials -- and even the President of
the United States -- urge Americans to kneel and bow in supplication to

Atheists file suit inJehovah. In the midst of the national catharsis over the~
High School shootings and other events which religious groups say is
evidence of America’s profound moral decline into cultural
pandemonium, Ventura was the only national political leader to dare
and utter the phrase "separation of church and state," and refuse
demands that he endorse the NDOP events.

On Wednesday, Ventura told reporters, "I believe in the separation of
church and state. We all have our own religious beliefs. There are
people out there who are atheists, who don’t believe at all. They are all
citizens of Minnesota and I have to respect that."

Tom Prichard, head of the Minnesota Family Council, criticized the
governor’s move though and noted that even President Clinton had
proclaimed a day of prayer for the citizenry. Citing Ventura’s decision
to declare a Rolling Stones Day, Prichard lamented "I would think the
governor at the very least would give equal recognition to a day of
prayer as he gave to Mick Jagger..." The MFC official cited the recent
shootings at Columbine High, adding "With all the tragedies going on,
this is relevant and prayer is an impo~ant part of Ameriean life."

Ventura spokesman John Wodele replied to the MFC charges and
defended the decision to not issue a proclamation supporting the
National Day of Prayer. "It’s apples and oranges. The Rolling Stones
don’t have anything to do with religion." Wodele added," The reason
the govemor didn’t issue this is because we do not issue proclamations
for religious events."

"He (Ventura) believes is personal issue andfundamentally religion a
not a state issue."

Any proclamation is signed by the secretary of state and goes on the
state record. Ventura did have Minnesota issue a "certificate of
recognition" issued, however, which simply means that the state is
aware that the event is happening. "It doesn’t declare it as a state-
sponsored day," noted the Minneapolis Star Tribune newspaper.

Printed guidelines on such proclamation note that they "should not
take sides in matters of political controversy, ideological or religious
belie£" Ventura has issued 51 of the decrees dealing with other events
or groups. Former Governor Ame Carlson, though had issued a
proclamation on behalf of the National Day of Prayer in 1998.

http ://www.atheists.org/!lash. line/daypray4.htm 9/1312008
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~uld
spell
the

of
trouble for the National Day of Prayer event. Although the NDOP Task
Force says that the practice supposedly dates to 1795 when President
George Washington declared a day of public thanksgiving and prayer,
its real origins can be found in the cold war period of American
history. Beginning in the late 1940s, a series of federal laws began
melding religious mottos and oaths into the framework of government.
In 1952, Congress decreed a National Day of Prayer. and President
Eisenhower eagerly took up the task by instituting prayer breakfasts
and similar events in the White House. The Hearst newspaper chain
also began a campaign calling for the addition of the words "under
God" to the Pledge of Allegiance, a plan supported by the American
Legion, the Roman Catholic Church and most Protestant
denominations. By 1954 the "godless pledge" was replaced by the
current religious version; in that year Congress also approved special
mailing rates for a!l religious magazines and related materials. On July
11, 1955, President Eisenhower signed Public Law 140 which placed
the phrase "In God We Trust" on all currency and coins, and the
following year he signed Public Law 851 declaring the god motto as a
replacement for the more traditional "E Pluribus Unum," Latin for
"One Out of Many."

"In the midst of the
national catharsis over

the Columbine High
School shootingsand
other events which

religious groups say is
evidence of America’s
profound moral decline

into cultural
pandemonium, Ventura
was the only national
political leader to dare

and utterthe phrase
’separation of church
and state,’ and refuse

demands that he dnrose
the NDOP events..."

Three decades later, President
Ronald Reagan signed legislation
which established the National Day
of Prayer as the first Thursday of
May. He declared, "On our
National Day of Prayer, then, we
join together as people of many
faiths to petition God to show us
His mercy and His love, to hear our
weariness and uphold our hope, that
we might live ever mindful of His
justice and thankful of His
blessing."

While none of the laws
established a govemment office to
coordinate the event, the leading
group is the National Day of Prayer
Task Force operating out of James
Dobson’s mammoth Focus on the
Family headquarters in Colorado
Springs, Co. The group is chaired

by his wife, Shirley Dobson, and says that its goal is to "communicate
with every family the need for personal repentance and prayer, and to
mobilize families to personal and corporate prayer, particularly on
behalf of the nation and those in leadership of all levels of local,
national, church and educational areas of influence."

Day of Prayer events usually focus on state capitols, town halls and
other government buildings, including the national capitol in
Washington, D.C. An estimated 20,000 events were held on Thursday
with some 2 million Americans ostensibly participating.

Gov. Ventura appears to be the only public official who openly
refused to issue the official proclamation sought by the Task Force, and
cited the First Amendment. One Associated Press reported says that
Gov. James Gilmore of Virginia issued a "certificate of recognition,"
while Montana gave an endorsement. Arizona Governor Jane Hull
issued a "brief note of support," perhaps in response to criticism she
drew recently over a similar endorsement for National Bible Week.
Governors in all other states issued proclamations for the National Day
of Prayer.

PUBLIC RELIGIOSITY -- ENLISTING GOVERNMENT "PRAYER
WARRIORS"

Several events have been created by religious groups which,
increasingly, espouse a sectarian faith and political action agenda, and
seek to incorporate the authority of government sanction. In addition to
the Day of Prayer, events like National Bible Week and March for
Jesus increasingly find religious groups bullying public officials to
issue proclamations or other gestures of support. Some cases find
government resources being used to promote or facilitate the events --
as when local police provide free "traffic escorts" for Jesus marchers,
or if government employees are encouraged or ordered to attend the
events. Energized "prayer warriors" also increasingly seek the support
of local schools in advertising the activities, along with the usual

Copyright © 2008 American Ath
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endorsements from mayors, commissioners, or governors.

The National Day of Prayer flap does not mark the first time for
Ventura in locking horns with the powerful Minnesota Family Council.
His administration reportedly hacked an effort in the Minnesota State
House to have the legislative chaplain offer "nondenominational"
prayers which recognize the "religious diversity" of that body. Rep.
Peggy Leppik raised the issue, telling the Minneapolis Star-Tribune
newspaper, "The House is not a house of worship. It is a house of
government, and the chaplain is there not to serve his own followers."
According to Church & State magazine, Family Council president
Prichard responded, "By requiring chaplains to perform
nondenominational prayers, the legislature is, in effect, setting up a
’politically correct’ state-mandated prayer."

WHAT’S AHEAD FOR VENTURA?

Less than six month into his term, Ventura still receives fairly high
marks from voters and pundits who have watched his Reform Party
administration shake up Minnesota government. "Jesse is very much a
work in progress," noted Dr. Steven Schier, political science professor
at Carletnn College, and the public is "remarkably indulgent" of the
new governor since they know he is learning while on the job. Ventura
has stumbled on some of his appointments, such as that of Alan Homer
to head the Department of Naturai Resources. Homer lasted less than a
week after it was learned that he had several driving and fishing
violating warnings on his record. And Ventura, rather than use his
popularity to promote new legislative initiatives, sticks to his promise
of having less, and not more government.

Coincidentally, while the "prayer warriors’" were gathered ~
throughout Minnesota and other states to celebrate the        ,,))
National Day of Prayer, thousands of action figures in the     ilrticI,
likeness of Jesse Ventura were flying offthe shelves at the     *"’"~
Mall of America; it was the first day of saies for the dolls which come
in three outfits, depicting Ventura as a SEAL commando, a coach, and
finally in his suit-and-tie wardrobe us governor. 70,000 of the figures
have been manufactured, and most of the profits go to charity. One ad
for the figures depicts a Ventura doll banging his fist on a desk as he
dismisses Evil Special Interest Man. Anyone got a Gary Bauer doll?
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The governors of all 50 U.S. states as well as the Virgin Islands have signed proclamations for the 57th annual
National Day of Prayer on May 1, officials of the day of prayer announced Wednesday.
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Evangelicals ’Hijacked’ Day of Prayer,
Critics Accuse

Proclamations publicly acknowledge the day is designated for Americans to
unite in prayer. Each of the state’s proclamations and constitutions will be read
during a prayer event at each state capitol, according to Focus on the Family’s
Citizenlink.

"Since the days of our nation’s founding, public prayer has been an essential par~ of our heritage," said Michael
Calhoun, National Day of Prayer (NDP) mahag~[ of strategic partnerships to Citizenlink.

"It is very significant that the governors in all 50 states have signed proclamations - it lawfully cherishes and respects
the religious heritage of this great country and encourages all Americans to invoke God’s protection and guidance
over our nation."                                                                                                        ¯

Calhoun noted that the proclamations are meaningful because the governors do not have to sign itb

NDP vice chairman Brian Toon, meanwhile, defended the focus of the day against recent criticism.

"Our focus remains," he said, "on mobilizing the Christian community to intercede for America and its leaders in the
seven centers of power: church, education, family, government, military, med a and b~ir~.~s."

Non-Christian groups have recently critL~ized evangelicals for taking over the National Day of Prayer. They
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Critics complain that those who want to be official coordinators of prayer events are made to affirm the Christian faith.

The National Day of Prayer Task Force is headed by Shirley Dobson, wife of Focus on the Family founder Dr. James
Dobson.

The national observance of the National Day of Prayer runs from 3 p.m. EDT on Tllursday in Washington, D.C,, and
will be broadcasted live on GOD TV, and over the internet. Dr. James Dobson, his wife, Shirley, and Dr. Ravi
Zacharias will be among the presenters.

M onllions of Americans are expected to gather at tens of thousands of prayer events nationwide for the 57th annual \y o yet hursday. The theme this year is =Prayer! America’s Strength and Sh e d" and is based on
Psalm 28:7: "The Lord is my strength and shield; my heart trusts in Him and I am helped."
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All 50 Governors Issue National Day of Prayer
Proclamations

Page 1 of 2

by Devon Williams, associate editor

’Public prayer has been an essential part of our heritage.’

Dr. James Dobson, and his daughter, Danae, stand
next to driver Joe Nemechek and NDP’s Michael Calhoun in
Victory Lane.

National
Day of
Prayer
Task
Force
officials
confirmed
today
that the
governors
of all 50
states
and the
Virgin
Islands
have

signed proclamations for the 57th annual National Day of Prayer, which is
Thursday.

Proclamations publicly acknowledge there is a day designated for
Americans to unite in prayer. Each state’s proclamation and constitution will
be read during a prayer event at each state capitol.

Michael Calhoun, National Day of Prayer (NDP) manager of strategic
partnerships, said this is noteworthy because it is optional for governors to/sign a proclamation.

"Since the days of our nation’s founding, public prayer has been an
essential part of our heritage," he said. "It is very significant that the
governors in all 50 states have signed proclamations m it lawfully cherishes
and respects the religious heritage of this great country and encourages all
Americans to invoke God’s protection and guidance over our nation."

Brian Toon, vice chairman of NDP, said the proclamations demonstrate
respect for the day of prayer in the face of recent criticism.

"Our focus remains," he said, "on mobilizing the Christian community to !
intercede for America and its leaders in the seven centers of power: church,
education, family, government, military, media and business."
The national observance of the National Day of Prayer runs from noon to 3
p.m. EDT on Thursday in Washington, D.C., and will be broadcast live on
GOD TV (Ch. 365 on Direct TV), and over the Internet. Dr. James Dobson,
his wife, Shirley, and Dr. Ravi Zacharias will be among the presenters.
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Excerpts from the 2008 proclamation.

"._America trusts in the abiding power of prayer and asks for the wisdom
to discern God’s will in times of joy and of trial. As we observe this National Day of Prayer,
we recognize our dependence on the Almighty, we thank Him for the many blessings He
has bestowed upon us, and we put our country’s future in His hands. From our Nation’s
humble beginnings, prayer has guided our leaders and played a vital role in the life and
history of the United States, Americans of many different faiths share the profound
conviction that God listens to the voice of His children and pours His grace upon those who
seek Him in prayer...On this National Day of Prayer, we ask God’s continued blessings on
our country.,,"

Through the efforts of the NDP Task Force, more than 35,000 _p~t~he.r~ be
con-duc~d’b~ ap. r125_~x.~..m_atel. 4y._~Q~q00 volunteers across t~e’~ million #~.ople ~,
~ expecte to participat~ in ;~his call t~-~ p-~-~~Fbur fi~ti0i~-a-6-dTts--Fe’aders; .........

Prior to the National Day of Prayer events, the 57th annual Texas State Prayer Breakfast
themed "Prayer! America’s Strength and Shield" will be held at the Austin Doubletree
Hotel on Wednesday, April 30.

Florence Littauer, an internationally known speaker and author, will be the keynote
speaker. She is the author of 30 books including How to Get Along With Difficult People,
Personality Plus, Silver Boxes, and her most recent book, Making the Blue Plate Special.
Through her commitment of over twenty-seven years of leadership, Florence has trained
over ten thousand men and women by giving them the tools and techniques of effective
communication.

Other features of the event include a Proclamation for the State of Texas given by Gov.
Rick Perry, author of On My Honor: Why The American Values of the Boy Scouts Are
Worth Fighting For, Inspirational Music, and Concert of Prayer. Dr. Will Davis, Jr., who will
be praying for Churches during the prayer time, will be available also with his new book
PRAY Big.

The event will broadcast live on The Word 99.3 FM. Book tables will be available at the
end of the program for book purchases and signing by authors. Doors open at 6:30 AM for
reserved seating only. Reservations must be made by April 25.

The National Day of Prayer, an annual observance held on the first Thursday in May,
invites people of all faiths to pray for the nation.

Beginning at noon on May 1, the National Day of Prayer, come to the open rotunda in the
Texas State Capitol, extension, fora special time of prayer and music. You can print a
prayer guide from the NDP Austin web site that includes areas to pray for such as
government, media, education, family, church, military, and business.

For more information about the National Day of Prayer, visit www.ndptf.org. GO to
www,ndpaustin,org for Texas event information. If you are interested in attending a
CLASS seminar Florence Littauer and her team will be presenting in Austin following the
National Day of Prayer, visit www.~LA$$ervices.com,
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Individuals or groups are urged to come to the capitol during and visit their
representatives to let them know they are being prayed for throughout the day and every
day. For more information contactGreg Davidson at 512-228-4223 or visit
www.aroundtherotunda.com.
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The 50th annual National Day of Prayer was an opportunity tor ~ifl’t~Ss of
Americans to join hands in prayer for the nation and its leaders, including these []
people at Christ Community Church in Zion. -- Beverly Rdzak and daughter
Melanie, 6, of Winthrop Harbor pull close during prayer Thursday at Christ Microsoft
Commu nity Church. Word

ZION -- The forces of secularism must cringe every
first Thursday in May -- the day the American
government actually encourages its people to pray for []

their country and its leaders. The National Day of :a      ~ Cite this
Prayer has its roots in the Continental Congress, article
when colonial leaders designated a time of prayer in L0 ~e~ated

articles
forming a new nation.
President Abraham Lincoln called for a day of prayer and fasting in the midst of
the Civil War. And the National Day of Prayer was finally established as an
annual event by Congress in 1952.

Each year, ~ate governors issue proclamations in support of the day.

Last year, rl~re__ - ~ ~t~rvances were held nationwide._

This year, at~.~...~illion~s were expected to participate in events scheduled in all 50
states, including pr,~yer breakfasts, Bible-reading marathons, concerts, rallies and student flag pole
gatherings.

This year’s event takes on new significance in light of Christian principles professed by President
Bush, who has freely called upon God in both national and international issues and who has.
perhaps, invoked the name of the Almighty more than any other president in the past century.

About 50 people gathered in the arching sanctuary of Christ Community Church in Zion for a noon
prayer service Thursday.

They prayed for courage and they prayed for blessing.

They prayed for forgiveness and they prayed for President Bush and other government officials.

In his proclamation this year, Bush urged Americans to remember the words of St. Paul: "Do not
be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God."

Bush also called on American citizens "to reaffirm the role of prayer in our society and to honor the
religious diversity our freedom permits by recognizing annually a National Day of Prayer,"

One man attending the Christ Community service thanked God for Bush’s strong religious beliefs.

"Give direction to our president and help him truly seek your face," the man prayed out loud,

"Give his advisers wisdom, that this country of ours may be a light and a help and a blessing to
others in this world."

"We acknowledge our failures as a nation and ask forgiveness," prayed Jon Wiziarde, the church’s
pastor of adult ministries.

"The failures of our nation have roots in the failures of our people,"

Christ Community Senior Pastor Ken Langley decried "moral evils that hardly seem shocking
anymore," including abortion, homosexuality and the ban on religious expression in public schools.

"1 pray this day will not only be a day of thanksgiving for our heritage," Langley said quietly as he
sat in a pew near the front of the church, but a day of grief for what we have lost of that heritage."
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Langley also asked for forgiveness for the church, which, he said, often fails to "boldly yet lovingly"
proclaim truth.

"Make us a godlier church, then we will be a godlier country," Langely said.

Others at the prayers service prayed that the nation would show more finandat generosity to
emerging countries, for the healing of racial and ethnic and religious rifts, and for all those in
authority, that they might make "just and moral decisions and acknowledge God in their lives."

"1 came to pray for the sins of our nation and each individual, including myself," said Donna
Hosleton of Waukegan.

"To ask God to have mercy and to be gracious to our country.

And also for those in authority, that they would do what is right.

And for the poor."

Karol and Thomas Brandt, members of Christ Church, said they came to pray for national leaders
as a group.

"It’s our responsibility to support our leaders in prayer," Thomas Brandt said.

"They need to think about the results of their decisions and to ultimately recognize that they will be
held accountable to God for what they say and do," said Karol Brandt.

After the hourlong service, Wiziarde said he was not disappointed by the small number who had
gathered.

A second service was set for 7 p.m.

"The sanctuary will stay open until 10 p.m., and we expect people to be trickling in and out,"
Wiziarde said.

"We believe God moves the world through prayer.

We wanted to provide people a place to do that."

(BOX) History of National Day of Prayer

* 1775 -- The first Continental Congress called for a National Day of Prayer.

* 1863 -- Abraham Lincoln called for such a day,

* 1952 -- Congress established National Day of Prayer as an annual event by a joint resolution,
signed into law by President Truman.

* 1988 -- The law was amended and signed by President Reagan, designating the first Thursday in
May as a National Day of Prayer.
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Western South Dakota Plans Celebration on 55th Annual National Day of
Prayer

RAPID CITY, S.D., April 26/PRNewswire/-- Organizers are expecting more
than 2500 people to unite en May 4, 2006 at the amphitheater of Mt. Rushmore
National Memorial for the National Day of Prayer. The 90 minute evening event
will begin promptly at 6 p.m. and will feature government and civic leaders,
patriotic and inspirational music, and pastor-led prayer. The slate of speakers
will include Governor of South Dakota, M. Michael Rounds, Tom Minnery, Vice
President of Public Policy for Focus on the Family; presidential historian and
author, William Federer; Dr. Richard Wells, pastor and former President of the
Criswell College, and Chaplain Lynn Wilson, SD National Guard. There will also
be a special recorded message from Senator John Thune.

West River South Dakota National Day of Prayer Coordinator and Chairman of
the Mt. Rushmore National Memorial event Rita Fischer said that the event will
be a time for individuals, families and church groups to unite together to pray for
America, its government, education, churches, families, media and military. The
theme for this year’s National Day of Prayer is "America, Honor God", taken
from 1 Samuel 2:30 "those who honor Me, I will honor".
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Two hundred fifty free ’One Nation Under God" t-shirts and 300 archival lithographs of "One Nation
Under God" by artist Marnie Freeman, Dallas, Texas, will be given away. One thousand free glow-
in-the-dark prayer bracelets will also be given away to the first 1000 attendees. There is no
entrance fee for Mt. Rushmore, but there will be an $8 per car 2006 parking permit required.

The National Day of Prayer tradition goes back to 1775 and the founding of the nation and became
a yearly event in 1952 when President Harry S. Truman signed a joint resolution of the U.S.
Congress establishing the national day by law. In 1988 President Ronald Reagan amended the
1952 law by designating the first Thursday in May as the annual National Day of Prayer.

Fischer said that South Dakotans will be joining thousands in communities throughout the nation
and in Washington, D.C. on May 4, when events will also be held at the Cannon Office Building
and the Pentagon. Last year, z~v~.r 40 Q00 events were held nationwide.

The May 4, 2006 evening prayer event will cap events being held across South Dakota throughout
the day. Rapid City and other South Dakota communities will be holding local events to pray for
their local government leaders and community needs, as well as for the nation. In Rapid City,
people will gather for prayer from 7-7:30 a.m. at the City/School Administration building and at the
Memorial Park bandshell from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. for church-led "come and go" prayer times. There
will also be a Community Prayer Rally from 12-1 p.m.

The National Day of Prayer seeks to mobilize the Christian community to intercede for America,
encouraging and emphasizing prayer regardless of current issues and positions, and respecting all
people regardless of denomination or creed. The National Day of Prayer Mt. Rushmore National
Memorial is the Judeo-Christian expression of the National Day of Prayer and of the First
Amendment right of Americans to gather, worship, pray and speak freely.

Event plans for Mt. Rushmore will proceed even in inclement weather except in the case that Mr.
Rushmore National Memorial closes because of a blizzard.
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Planners of the event with Rita Fischer include Pastor Dale Bartscher, First Christian Church,
Bruce Rampelberg, First Western Corporation, Stacey Wollman. Care Net, and several area
pastors.

CONTACT: Rita Fischer, Chairman of Mr. Rushmore National Day of Prayer, +1-605-348-6691, or
cell, +1o605-390-7492, dblrf@rushmore.com; or for details about the Rapid City NDP events,
Shawn Hayford of YMCA Christian Focus Committee, + 1-605-718-9622

Web site: http://www.nationaldayofprayer.orgl
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Groups preparing for National Day of Prayer

By CHRISTOPHER QUINN
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Published on: 04/30/08

God is about to get busy.

Tens of thousands of people of faith will participate Thursday in the annual National Day of Prayer, throwing up
supplicauon rot everymlng ITOm global warming to the war in Iraq.                                          ~

With all the world’s problems, those participating this year seem particularly
solemn,

From Washington, DC., where Ravi Zacharias, a prominent Atlanta Christian,
will speak at the National Day of Prayer Task Force event, to the Church of the
Apostles in Buckhead, where Gov. Sonny Perdue will do the honors, people will
gather by dozens or hundreds.

"It’s interdenominational, and it’s across the aisles politically," said Bob Reccord,
a Baptist minister who is helping coordinate the morning service and breakfast at
the Church of the Apostles.

Participants in more than 90 Georgia services -- from Acworth to Zebulon -- will
gather this morning or will pray all day in shifts, as they plan to do at Cascade
United Methodist Church in Atlanta.

Courtesy of Ravi Zacharias
International Ministries

(ENLARGE)
Ravi Zachadas
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Most local events are organized through the National Day of Prayer Task Force
in Co[orado, a conservative Christian nonprofit. Because the energetic
organization works with Christian churches and groups, the services are largely
Christian with few Jewish participants,

A smaller number of prayer services sponsored by other groups include other
faiths, like the ceremony at the White House,

President Harry Truman established the day in 1952,

Zacharias, a well-known Christian speaker and author, will give the keynote
address and prayer in Washington at the task force, event where other speakers
include Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and prominent politicians, soldiers
and judges,

Zacharias said that there is much to pray for, from the upcoming presidential
election to the war in Iraq and the economy.

think the nation is obviously facing many, many daunting challenges," he said
by phone,

"My challenge will be, how does one approach a time of prayer when our nation

¯More Living Stories
¯Living photo galleries

is at a crossroads in so many directions?" he said.

He said he will exhort listeners on subject of God’s sovereignty, man’s moral imperatives in response and about
acting in concert with God rather than asking God to act in concert with man.

Closer to home, children and adults will gather on the steps of the state Capitol for music and contemplation, and
Lt. Gov Casey Cagle will speak at Peachtree Corners Baptist Church in Norcross today.

As a man of faith. Cagle said, he thinks having a special day set aside to pray for leaders and issues was only
natural.

"It’s a time of pause and reflection, and I think it’s good for the state," he said
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"Let’s Pray" the National Day of Prayer story

September 4th, 2008

Bigups and shoutout to Wendy Clark for sharing a word or "the word" rather... The National Day of Prayer is an annual observance held on the first
Thursday of May, inviting people of all faiths to pray for the US nation. It was created in 1952 by a joint resolution of the United States Congress, and
signed into law by President Harry S. Truman. Because of the faith of many of our founding fathers, public prayer and national days of prayer have a
long-standing and significant history in American tradition.

The National Day of Prayer is a vital part of American heritage. Another important segment of National Day of Prayer includes the National Day of
Prayer Task Force. The National Day of Prayer Task Force is a privately funded organization whose purpose is to encourage participation on the
National Day of Prayer. It exists to communicate with every individual the need for personal repentance and prayer, to create appropriate materials, and
to mobilize the Christian community to intercede for America’s leaders and its families in the seven centers of power: Government, Military, Media,
Business, Education, Church~ and Family.

The Task Force represents a Judeo Christian expression of the national observance, based on an understanding that the United States was birthed in
prayer and in reverence for the GOD of the Bible.

Since the first call to prayer in 1775, when the Continental Congress asked the colonies to pray for wisdom in forming a nation, the call to prayer has
continued through that history, including President Lincoln’s proclamation of a day of"humiliation, fasting, and prayer" in 1863. In 1952, a joint
resolution by Congress, signed by President Truman, declared an annual, national day of prayer. In 1988~ the law was amended and signed by President
Reagan, permanently setting the day as the first Thursday of every May. Each year, the president signs a proclamation, encouraging all Americans to pray
on this day. Last year, all 50 state governors plus the governors of several U.S. territories signed similar proclamations.

In accordance with Biblical truth, the National Day of Prayer Task Force seeks to: Foster unity within the Christian Church, Protect America’s
Constitutional Freedoms to gather, worship, pray and speak freely, Publicize and preserve America’s Christian heritage, Encourage and emphasize
prayer, regardless of current issues and positions, Respect all people, regardless of denomination or creed, Be wise stewards of GOD’s resources and
provision, and Glorify the Lord in word and deed.

The National Day of Prayer has great significance for the US as a nation. It enables us to recall and to teach the way in which our founding fathers sought
the wisdom of GOD when faced with critical decisions. It stands as a call to Americans to humbly come before GOD, seeking His guidance for American
leaders and His grace upon the nation as a people. The unanimous passage of the bill establishing the National Day of Prayer as an annual event that
signifies that prayer is as important to our nation today as it was in the beginning.                                                         |~

Like Thanksgiving or Christmas, this day has become a national observance placed on all Hallmark calendars and observed annually across the nation
and in Washington, D.C. Last year, local, state and federal observances were held from sunrise in Maine to sunset in Hawaii, uniting Americans from all

http://www.brandnewz.c~m/inspirati~n/~ets-pray~the..nati~na~-day-~f-prayer-st~ry/ 9/13/2008
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socio-economic, political and ethnic backgrounds in prayer. It is estimated that more than two million people...attended more than 40,000 observ~c.~.es
organized by approximately 40 0~.rs. At state capitoIs Cofinty court houses, on the steps_0f~cit~ ~!s, an~ools b~sine~~d
homes, people stopped their activities and g[ithe~

This year prayer was read by Dr. Ravi Zaeharias, the 2008 Honorary Chairman of the National Day of Prayer Task Force and it read the following:

Holy Father, in a worm where so many are hungry,
You have given us food in abundance,"

In a world where so many are hurting,
You offer to bind up our wounds;

In a worm where so many are lonely,
You offer friendship to every heart;

In a worm longing for peace,
You offer hope.

Yet, we are so stubborn and resistant.
Have mercy upon us, Lord

Our nation is at a crossroads this year;
we look to you to be our strength and shield.

Please give us the guidance to elect one who will honor you
and to respond to the wisdom from above
so that our hope may be renewed and our blessings be treasured

In GOD’s holy name.

For more information on the National Day of Prayer, the National Day of Prayer Task Force and upcoming events, please visit www.ndptf.org or via
Phone: (719) 531-3379, Fax: (719) 548-4520, and Order Line: (800)444-8828.

Portions of this article were provided by http://www.ndptf.org/home/home.html
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President Reagan has dedared May 5 a National Day of Prayer in an
effort to "bring renewed respect for God." He said Friday that the
special observance "provides our nation with an opportunity to
further recognize the source of our blessings and to seek His help for
the challenges we face today and in the future."
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Why Give to the National Day of Prayer Task Force?

"America needs prayer and your willingness to stand on the front lines
with us in calling our nation to its knees is a blessing. We won’t be
successful in our mission without your partnership."

Each year, millions of believers across our great nation join together to
worship and pray on the National Day of Prayer. However, behind the
scenes is an intricate network of volunteer coordinators, prayer
warriors and Task Force employees working year-round to increase the
publicity and priority of prayer. Each year, their efforts bring the name
of Christ out from behind church walls and into the public frontlines of
all 50 states, as well as Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Virgin Islands.

However, we need your help. As a nonprofit ministry, we are
dependent upon the generous contributions of people like you to
extend our ministry efforts. Your gifts allow us to continue the mission
to which God has called us: to communicate with every family the need
for personal repentance and prayer, and to mobilize American believers
to prayer for our-nation and its leaders.

Make an online donation,..
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...or donate via post

National Day of Prayer Task Force
P.O. Box 15616
Colorado Springs, CO 80935-5616

With your prayers and support, the Task Force can:

¯ Help instill a sense of personal urgency and conviction for
prayer in America’s families, churches, and communities

¯ Keep our Christian faith and religious freedom in the public
square

¯ Increase publicity and priority for this historic day
¯ Help train and equip national and state leadership overseeing

many volunteers across the country

Terms & Conditions I Site Nap I Coordinator Login I My Prayer’ Team I National Day of Prayer Task Force i May 1, 2008
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religious freedom and individual liberties.
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THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER TASK FORCE:
Turning a Day of Faith into a Rally for the Christian Right

Executive Summary

Although originally established by Congress in 1952 as a day of prayer for people of all faiths, in
recent years the National Day of Prayer has been co-opted by the religious right to advance a
politicized, sectarian agenda. This is due in large part to a deceptive and deliberate strategy
executed by the National Day of Prayer Task Force, a private organization that explicitly excludes
participation by any non-Christian group in its programs.

Although the NDP Task force has no recognized standing with any governmental body, its Web site
(www.nationaldayofprayer.org) bills itself as the "official" Web site of the National Day of Prayer.
Further, the group’s extensive organizing efforts at the federal, state and local level have established
it as the de facto national sponsor. This is evidenced by widespread endorsement in the media and,
more alarmingly, by state and local governments.

In 2005, twenty-six state proclamations - more than half of all issued - adopted the NDP Task
Force’s theme ("God Shed His Grace on Thee"), many of them using language taken directly from
the NDP Task Force Web site. (See Appendix A.) Texas’ proclamation, for instance, anoints the
NDP Task Force’s official theme and cites the New Testament text (Hebrews 4:16) selected by the
Task Force as the offici al scripture for the 2005 National Day of Prayer.

In contrast to the original spirit of the event, the NDP Task force has cloaked the National Day of
Prayer in a political mantle. Adopting the culture war language of the Christian right, the group
explicitly instructs participants to pray about such social issues as "condom distribution, the
promotion of homosexuality and a refusal to acknowledge God [in public schools]."~

In addition to high-profile events in Washington, D.C., and many state capitals, the NDP Task
Force also organizes local events in city halls and other venues around the country, more than
50,000 such "prayer events" in 2005.2 These events apply a strict religious test for participants,
excluding not only non-Christian groups, but also disallowing participation by any non-evangelical
Christians.
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History of the National Day of Prayer

The National Day of Prayer has been around in some form since 1775, when the Continental
Congress called for the colonies to pray for guidance in forming a nation. President Lincoln issued a
similar call in 1863, asking the nation to join in a day of "fasting and prayer." It was not until 1952,
however, that Congress officially established a National Day of Prayer:

"Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, that the President shall set aside and proclaim a suitable day each
year, other than a Sunday, as a National Day of Prayer, on which the people of the United
States may turn to God in prayer and meditation at churches, in groups, and as individuals."

-Public Law 324, approved April 17, 1952 by President Harry S. Truman

In 1988, President Ronald Reagan amended this law to establish the first Thursday of May as the
official date for the National Day of Prayer.

By tradition, the president’s annual proclamation has generally been a non-sectarian, interfaith call
to prayer, as with President George W. Bush’s 2005 Proclamation:

"I ask the citizens of our Nation to give thanks, each according to his or her own faith,for
the liberty and blessings we have received and for God’s continued guidance and
protection."

Or President Bill Clinton’s 1998 Proclamation:

"In every city, town, and rural community across our country, people of every religious
denomination gather to worship according to their faith. In churches, synagogues, temples,
and mosques, Americans come together to pray."
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National Day of Prayer Task Force

For most of the day’s history, local community groups and religious leaders coordinated events
celebrating the National Day of Prayer. That began to change in 1988, however, with the creation of
the National Day of Prayer Task Force.

The NDP Task Force is a private, 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that exists to "encourage and
promote events related to the National Day of Prayer." This is accomplished through a multilevel
strategy, including organizing at the regional level (recruiting regional and city coordinators and
other volunteers to plan and facilitate local events) and the national level (planning and leading
events in Washington, D.C.). The NDP Task Force also coordinates an extensive national media
campaign to call attention to these events.3

Since the organization’s founding, the NDP Task Force has maintained close ties to Focus on the
Family, which provided grant assistance to the Task Force in its early years. The Task Force is
currently headquartered at the Focus on the Family (FOF) offices in Colorado Springs. The chair is
Shirley Dobson, wife of FOF founder James Dobson; and the vice chair, James Weidmann, is also
on the FOF payroll, according to the most current records available.4

The Task Force also appoints an honorary chair each year. In 2005, Rev. Max Lucado served in this
position. In 2004, controversial conservative commentator Oliver North served as honorary chair.

The NDP Task Force now claims more than 50,000 "prayer events" nationwide and has an annual
budget in excess of $2 million.5

A Religious Test

"Our expression of that involvement [in the National Day of Prayer] is specifically limited to the
Judeo-Christian heritage and those who share that conviction as expressed in the Lausanne
Covenant."

- from National Day of Prayer Task Force Web site

While the NDP Task Force acknowledges that the National Day of Prayer is intended to include
people of all faiths, involvement with an NDP Task Force event is explicitly restricted to
evangelical Christians. Volunteers who wish to serve as an NDP Task Force coordinator are
required to indicate their acceptance of the Lausanne Covenant.6

The Lausanne Covenant is a declaration issued in 1974 to articulate a specifically evangelical view
of Christianity, an expression that excludes not only other faith traditions, but also Catholics and
many mainline Protestant denominations. Among other tenets, the Lausanne Covenant requires a
belief in:

Biblical inerrancy - "We affirm [that the Bible is] without error in all that it affirms, and
the only infallible rule of faith and practice."
Christian Exclusivity - "Those who reject Christ repudiate the joy of salvation and
condemn themselves to eternal separation from God.’’7
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Although the Task Force claims to be inclusive of the Jewish tradition, this is a disingenuous claim,
given its strict adherence to the Lausanne Covenant. Further, NDP Task Force materials are replete
with references to "Christ," and the group’s sample event program calls only for the participation of
Christian pastors and leaders.

In recent years, the Christians-only guideline has been forced on local community events, as NDP
Task Force volunteers hijack traditional interfaith services. In 2005, for instance, local NDP Task
Force volunteers preemptively booked the City Hall in Piano, Texas, and refused to allow
representatives from non-Christian faith communities to participate in the National Day of Prayer
event there. In previous years, this event had been an inclusive, multi-faith ceremony.8

A PoliticalAgenda

"We can and must win this cultural war."
- from National Day of Prayer Task Force Web site

The National Day of Prayer Task Force not only promotes a specific religious agenda, but a
political one as well. The NDP Task Force repeatedly employs the culture war language of the
Christian right, using its Web site and resources for local volunteers to disseminate information
about conservative positions on hot,button issues.

For example, in 2005 the Task Force detailed "five great things to pray for," including:

Media - because it is an "environment hostile to those who voice their belief in Christ."
Education - because schools are "promoting a radical social agenda," including
"condom distribution, the promotion of homosexuality.’’9

Elsewhere in its promotional materials, the Task Force targets perennial causes of religious
conservatives - abortion, gay marriage, and the courts.~° The NDP Task Force pushes its
information to local volunteer organizers, which can have the effect of turning prayer events into
conservative political rallies.

In addition to advancing a polarizing political agenda, the NDP Task Force chooses politically
divisive figures to serve as spokespersons, such as Shirley Dobson and Oliver North.
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An Appearance of Government Sanction

Although it has no recognized standing by any federal, state or local governmental body, through its
Web site and media campaign the Task Force deliberately cultivates the appearance of an official
sanction. Its Web site header proclaims "The Annual National Day of Prayer Official Website." The
Task Force also annually establishes an official theme and names an honorary national chairperson.
The theme and honorary chair are aggressively marketed to the media, as well as state governments
and local municipalities. This campaign to brand the NDP Task Force as the de facto national
sponsor has been extremely successful, both in the media and with state and local governments.

Getting Government to Buy In

In 2005, twenty-six state proclamations - more than half of all issued - adopted the NDP
Task Force’s theme, "God Shed His Grace on Thee." Many of these proclamations also
cited the scriptural text (Hebrews 4:16) from which the NDP Task Force derived its theme.
(See Appendix A.)

None of these proclamations acknowledged that the theme was established by an unofficial,
sectarian organization, creating the appearance that the theme was state sanctioned. For
instance, New York governor George Pataki’s proclamation read: "Whereas, this year’s Day
of Prayer celebrates the theme ’God Shed His Grace on Thee.’"

A review of all 2005 state proclamations strongly suggested that most states adopting
language and theme from the NDP Task Force did so with the perception that it was official.
In fact, Democratic governor of Montana Brian Schweitzer wrote an open letter to the Task
Force announcing Montana’s participation in the National Day of Prayer. He also stated,
however, that the event should "serve to unite people of faith from every culture and
tradition" - a concept at odds with the goals of the NDP Task Force.

Even on a local level, mayors and city council members have issued proclamations using
language from the Task Force. In 2004, Phoenix mayor Phil Gordon issued a proclamation
using the NDP Task Force theme for that year, "Let Freedom Ring.’’~1

Getting the Press to Buy In

The NDP Task Force has garnered significant media attention for National Day of Prayer
events around the country. It has become increasingly common for media outlets to refer to
the NDP Task Force as the official organizer of the National Day of Prayer. The Task
Force’s own press release encourages this perception, presenting its annual theme, chair and
honorary chair without mention of their unofficial status. (See Appendix B.)
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Numerous examples exist of the Task Force’s theme and national chair being presented
without reference to the group’s status as a private, Christian organization. Below are just a
few examples from press coverage of the 2005 National Day of Prayer:

¯ The Associated Press inaccurately named Shirley Dobson as the National Day of
Prayer Chairwoman, rather than chair of a private group promoting the event.~2

¯ The New Orleans Times-Picayune inaccurately identified Rev. Max Lucado as
honorary chairman of the National Day of Prayer and listed "God Shed His
Grace on Thee" as the theme.~3

¯ The Atlanta Journal-Constitution inaccurately named Shirley Dobson as Chair of
the National Day of Prayer and directed readers to the NDP Task Force Web
site.~4

The Tampa Tribune incorrectly stated that the National Day of Praiyser was
organized by the NDP Task Force and chaired by Shirley Dobson.

The San Antonio Express-News printed a column by the local National Day of
Prayer coordinator, which named, without any official sanction, the city’s theme
as "God Shed His Grace on Thee.’’16

Let Us Pray... Together

After September 11, President Bush brought a renewed emphasis to the National Day of Prayer,
focusing on prayer as an opportunity to bring people of all faiths together in the spirit of national
unity. This is in continuity with the original intent of the day as an acknowledgement of the
powerful roles that religious faith and religious freedom have played in shaping our national culture.

This sentiment is in stark contrast to the mission of the National Day of Prayer Task Force, which
uses prayer as a tool of religious exclusion and political division. While sectarian and political
groups are certainly free to organize such events, they should not be allowed to do so with the
sanction - explicit or implied - of government or the media.

The true danger lies in letting any sectarian or political group undermine the spirit and purpose of
the National Day of Prayer - bringing Americans of all faiths together.

P.O. Box 162/, Austin TX 78767 ph:512.322.05/.5 fax:512.322.0550 www.tfn.or9



Appendix A
2005 National Day of Prayer Proclamations By State

States Adopting
NDP Task Force Theme

States Not Adopting
NDP Task Force Theme

Arkansas Alabama
Colorado Alaska
Delaware California
Florida Connecticut
Georgia Iowa
Hawaii Kansas
Idaho Louisiana
Illinois Maine
Indiana Maryland
Kentucky Michigan
Massachusetts Minnesota
Missouri Mississippi
Nebraska Oregon
Nevada Pennsylvania
New Hampshire Rhode Island
New Jersey South Carolina
New Mexico Tennessee
North Carolina Vermont
North Dakota Washington
Ohio West Virginia
Oklahoma Wisconsin
South Dakota Wyoming
Texas Arizona
Utah
New York
Virginia

* Proclamation from Montana could not be located.
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Appendix B
2005 National Day of Prayer Task Force Press Release

March 1, 2005

MILLIONS TO UNITE IN PRAYER REQUESTING "GOD TO SHED HIS
GRACE ON AMERICA"

thPresident George W. Bush and all 50 governors will proclaim 54 annual National
Day of Prayer

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO (March 1, 2005) - As American troops fight
for democracy and freedom around the globe, citizens of the United States are preparing
to celebrate their freedom to gather, worship and pray. Millions will answer the call to

th
prayer on May 5, the 54 annual National Day of Prayer, by flocking to observances held
in public venues to pray for the nation, governmental leaders, media, and school s.

This year’s theme is "God Shed His Grace On Thee’, and is based on Hebrews 4:16 NIV
- "Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help us in our time of need." National Day of Prayer Chairman Shirley
Dobson, wife of Focus on the Family founder and chairman Dr. James Dobson, said "the
concept of grace is preeminent in both the National Day of Prayer theme and the
supporting verse for this year."

’~l’he National Day of Prayer provides each of us with a powerful opportunity to humble
ourselves before the Almighty and to seek the ’redeeming and preserving grace’
Abraham Lincoln so eloquently spoke! In asking God to forgive our collective rebellion
against Him. We can also pray for our schools., the media and especially our
governmental leaders, asking the Lord to grant them wisdom and yes, grace, for the
challenges they face on a daily basis. How encouraging to know that our loving heavenly
Father listens and responds to our personal and corporate petitions, enabling us to
’receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.’"

Noted author and pastor Max Lucado is the 2005 Honorary Chairman and will address
the national event in Washington, D.C. In addition to his appearance at the national
observance, Lucado has released, Turn: Remembering Our Foundations, which is this
year’s theme book.

About The National Day of Prayer
The National Day of Prayer tradition predates the founding of the United States of
America when the Continental Congress issued a proclamation setting aside a day of
prayer in 1775. In 1952, Congress established an annual day of prayer and, in 1988, that
law was amended, designating the National Day of Prayer as the first Thursday in May.

Available at http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org.
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How inclusive is the National Day of Prayer?
Some groups are challenging the exclusive nature of Thursday’s official events,
coordinated by conservative Christians.

By Jane Lampman, The Christian Science Monitor, April 30, 2008

On Thursday, several million Americans will

gather in special observances across the

country to mark the National Day of Prayer,

first inaugurated by Congress in 1952.

Under the energetic sponsorship of a

national task force, the events have

mushroomed into the thousands in recent

years. They are held at houses of worship

but also schools, courthouses, city halls,

state houses, and at the White House and

on Capitol Hill.

This year, however, voices are being raised

to challenge the religiously exclusive nature

of the task-force effort, which is coordinated

LIVE HEADLINES

ABOUT THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

Prayer Day funds decried; Church-state issue cited

Sep 06, 2008
Prayer Day funds decried; Church-state issue citedVVhittier
Daily News, CA - Sep 5, 2008... spent more than $8400

National Day of Prayer and Reconciliation - Manila Bulle
National Day of Prayer continues_Jo_ex=g_a_n_._d_:_C_=umberla=
Communit~ invited to take part in_C_~ Out America!
LA SALLE COUNTY: County ’crying out’ with hour of pr;
Prayer Day funds decried; Church-state issue cited - Wl
Ethiopian Orthodox Church to take
Hundreds take Dart in Prayer Caravan - Royal Gazette
Indian priests at Marquette talk of anti-Christian violenc

by conservative Christians who have encouraged government leaders’ involvement in their events but

rejected direct participation by other faith leaders.

Jews on First, an online watchdog group on the First Amendment, has initiated a campaign for an

"inclusive prayer day" that has attracted the support of interfaith and civil rights groups, Muslim

organizations, and various churches, including the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Los Angeles.

C.~ntin ue.

State of Belief Radio interviews campaign directors

Rev. Dr. C. Welton Gaddy, State of Belief, Air America Radio, April 26, 2008

Inclusive Prayer Day project co-directors Rabbi Haim Dov Beliak and Jane Hunter were interviewed

about the campaign and the National Day of Prayer "official" Task Force by Dr. Welton Gaddy, host of

State of Belief Radio. Dr. Gaddy is also president of the Interfaith Alliance, a major partner in the

campaign and a sponsor of State of Belief.

! EXHIBIT    I
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You can hear the interview as excerpt of the State of Belief program .~r~. Or, if you prefer, you can
listen the entire program posted here with the generous permission of the Interfaith Alliance. Please
also visit the website of ~tate of Belief, where you’ll find an archive of radio programs and timely
information.

Critics say Day of Prayer ’hijacked’ by evangelicals

by Adelle M. Banks, Religion News Service, April 23, 2008, posted on the website of
the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life

WASHINGTON -- Is the upcoming National Day of Prayer a day for all Americans -- or just evangelicals?

That’s what some critics are charging in advance of the May 1 observances as they call for a more
inclusive approach to an event they say has been "hijacked" by conservative Christians.

Jews on First, a 2 1/2-year-old online organization, has questioned the application process for
coordinators affiliated with the National Day of Prayer Task Force, which is headed by Shirley Dobson,
wife of Focus on the Family founder James Dobson.

While the task force is a private group, it nonetheless gets an unofficial government seal of approval
with an annual proclamation by President Bush and prayer ceremonies held at the White House and on
Capitol Hill.

Rabbi: Christian Right hijacks Day of Prayer

Norman Shoal, Antelope Valley Press (Palmdale, California), May 2, 2008

Lancaster - "There is no faith unless it is interfaith," Rabbi Haim Dov Beliak told a gathering of
approximately 60 listeners Thursday evening at the Antelope Valley Interfaith Council National Day of
Prayer Service at the Antelope Valley Church at the Center of Light.

By turns cordial and confrontational, keynote speaker Beliak praised Valley efforts at religious inclusion
- and condemned what he called the hijacking of the National Day of Prayer by the Christian Right.

Beliak is a leader of the organization JewsOnFirst, whose proclaimed mission is to protect the First

Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and lobby for an inclusive National Day of Prayer. ~i~.

New Mexico Public Radio probes inclusiveness of National Day of Prayer
event at the State Capitol
National Day of Prayer Task Force officials declare event "official" and exclusively
Christian

KSFR-FM, Santa Fe Public Radio, April 30, 2008

In this audio recording, excerpted with the kind permission of KSFR-FM, Rev. Mark Trost, a local
coordinator for the National Day of Prayer Task Force, says that the National Day of Prayer is "not a
religious event; it’s a national event." He also responded to a question about why the group is having a
Christians-only event at the state capitol, saying: "We’re having it at the Roundhouse as the official
National Day of Prayer organization which is based on the Judeo-Christian principles." Mark Calhoun of
the National Day of Prayer Task Force acknowledges that they limit officiating to Christians -- "our
views, values and beliefs." He also talks about the group’s efforts to obtain proclamations from all the
nation’s governors. Rabbi Marvin Schwab of Temple Beth Shalom in Santa Fe, speaks of the Task
Force’s "religious discrimination" and recommends boycotting the events. He says he believes it is
inappropriate for the government to support "this kind of very narrow national prayer day" with
proclamations. To listen to the 12-minute recording, please

Diverse gathering marks day of prayer
Christian-oriented event leaves some feeling excluded

Robin Farmer, Times-Dispatch (Richmond, Virginia), May 2, 2008
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State and local government leaders participated in a National Day of Prayer event on the state Capitol

grounds yesterday that attracted a diverse crowd of about 100.

But some critics said the annual observance should be more inclusive, pointing out that only Christians

spoke during the program. About six weeks ago, a group called Jews on First started an online

campaign seeking to broaden the event, which it says limits participation to fundamentalist Christian

evangelicals.

"It’s great people want to pray for the country," said Don Fruhwald, president of the Central

Virginia/Greater Richmond Chapter of Americans United for the Separation of Church and State. "But it

should be a voluntary endeavor that the government stays out of." Continue,

Day of prayer excludes some, protesters say

Lauren Garrision, New Haven Register (New Haven, Connecticut), May 1, 2008

Hundreds of thousands of people are expected to gather today at sites across the country for the

National Day of Prayer, as they have for at least the past 50 years.

But this year, a coalition of national and regional organizations as well as several hundred individual

religious leaders are fighting to make the day inclusive of people of all faiths.

The effort is being spearheaded by Jews on First, an organization that works to defend the First

Amendment. The group’s goal for this year is to convince governors not to issue proclamations for the

day, which they believe has been "hijacked" by evangelical Christians.

National Day Of Prayer Showcases Intolerant Religious Right Agenda, Says

Americans United
Government Officials Should Not Promote Dobson Prayer Task Force Events, Church-
State Watchdog Group Says

News release, Americans United for the Separation of Church and State, April 25,
2008

Intolerant Religious Right groups are dominating observance of the National Day of Prayer and

government officials should refuse to lend them support, says Americans United for Separation of

Church and State.

The congressionally mandated National Day of Prayer scheduled for May 1 this year has been largely

hijacked by the Religious Right and is being used as an opportunity to promote a far-right religious-

political agenda.

"In many cases, this event is more about politics than prayer," said the Rev. Barry W. Lynn, executive

director of Americans United. "It’s just another excuse for the Religious Right to attack church-state

separation." ~Q~i~.

~ Evangelicals ’Hijacked’ Day of Prayer, Critics Accuse

Crosswalk.corn, April 28, 2008. (Full text)

The Christian Post reports that non-Christian critics are accusing evangelicals of taking over the

upcoming National Day of Prayer, which they complain excludes other religions. "The National Day of

Prayer has been hijacked!" declares Jews on First on its Web site. "What began as President Truman’s

declaration of a National Prayer Day for all Americans is now excluding and dividing us on religious

lines." The 57th annual National Day of Prayer is on May 1 this year. The theme is: "Prayer! America’s

Strength and Shield," based on Psalm 28:7

Jews on First specifically protests against the application to be a NDoP coordinator: "The volunteers

who organize the events.., are required to pledge that they will only invite Christian clergy to officiate.

The volunteers themselves have to ... make a statement of faith that is very narrowly drawn so that
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only a conservative evangelical Christian would be comfortable doing it," said Jane Hunter, co-director

of Jews on First. ~here.

Evangelicals ’Hijacked’ Day of Prayer, Critics Accuse

Jennifer Riley, Christian Post, April 25 2008

Non-Christian critics are accusing evangelicals of taking over the upcoming National Day of Prayer,
which they complain excludes faithfuls from other religions.

"The National Day of Prayer has been hijacked!" declares Jews on First on its Web site. "What began as
President Truman’s declaration of a National Prayer Day for all Americans is now excluding and dividing
us on religious lines."

Millions of Americans are expected to gather at tens of thousands of prayer events nationwide for the
57th annual National Day of Prayer on May 1. The theme this year is "Prayer! America’s Strength and
Shield" and is based on Psalm 28:7: "The Lord is my strength and shield; my heart trusts in Him and I
am helped." Continue.

Jewish group says the Christian right has appropriated National Day of
Prayer

Bruce Tomas, The Dallas Morning News Religion Blog, April 25, 2008

Jews on First, a liberal group created in 2005 "to oppose the growing strength of the Christian right," is
complaining that the National Day of Prayer (May 1) has been hijacked by the evangelical right.

"What began as President Truman’s declaration of a National Prayer Day for all Americans is now
excluding and dividing us on religious lines," the group said.

Here’s the story by Adelle M. Banks of Religion News Service.

REPORTS ON INCLUSIVE, ALTERNATIVE OBSERVANCES OF THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

Interfaith Alliance makes presence felt at National Day of Prayer event.

Ron Oroz¢o, The Fresno Bee (Fresno, California), May 1, 2008

"It’s not just a Christian event," Mayor Alan Autry said, and people of several faiths had their chance to
pray -- and talk -- at Thursday’s National Day of Prayer event at Fresno City Hall.

Autry, one of the speakers at the event, invited people in the audience, particularly Jews and Muslims,
to speak. It was the first time in the event’s 16 years that there was an open mike.

Kamal Abu-Shamsieh, director of the Islamic Cultural Center in Fresno, spoke briefly in Arabic before
praying for God’s blessings particularly on "those who don’t have the means."

National Day of Prayer at Fresno City Hall

Mike Rhodes, San Francisco Bay Area Independent Media Center, May 2, 2008

The conservative power structure in Fresno attempted to have a "Christian Only" prayer service at City

Hall as a part of the National Day of Prayer. Their exclusionary event was thwarted when members of

the Interfaith Alliance of Central California showed up holding signs saying One Nation/Many Faiths.

See and hear what the mayor, city manager, police chief, and Kamal Abu-Shamsieh of the Islamic

Cultural Center had to say in the videos below.

Mayor Autry said "I believe the separation of church and state is good, but as mayor I can not leave
office without saying once again that separation of God from state is nothing less than disastrous."
Continue.
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Two Day of Prayer events held in Piano
Theodore Kim, The Dallas Morning News, May 2, 2008

Piano [I A city-backed multicultural group and a collection of mostly Christian clergy held dueling

prayer services here today.

The events, to mark a federally-proclaimed national day of prayer, followed a dispute over where each

group could pray.

At the City Council chamber, Roy Frady of Piano’s WillowCreek Fellowship Church led a service where

Christian clergy prayed for a series of city services and entities ranging from the council to the Building

and Planning Department.

Faces Of Prayer
Group holds interfaith service during lawmakers’ annual event

Ford Turner, The Patriot-News (Harrisburg, Pennsylvania), May 7, 2008

The question of how to pray for Pennsylvania had two different answers yesterday morning.

One was indoors, one was outside. One was Christian, one involved various faiths.

And one, the outdoor interfaith service, was offered as an alternative to the other, the annual

Commonwealth Prayer Breakfast organized by state legislators.

Religions pray together at ’unofficial’ service

James Fuller, Daily Herald (Chicago, Illinois), May 2, 2008

A United Nations of religions gathered in Naperville Thursday night to join together in a common

purpose and voice in celebration of the National Day of Prayer.

The "unofficial" service was created this year to welcome religious perspectives beyond the

conservative Christian messages that dominated many other DuPage County prayer services Thursday.

Unitarian, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, Baha’i, Hindu and Christian faithful took turns delivering and

explaining prayers with a similar theme. ~o~t~n~.

TYPICAL REPORTS AND CALENDAR LISTINGS FOR SECTARIAN OBSERVANCES OF THE

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

National Day Of Prayer: Politics of faith

Mary Warner, The Patriot-Newsy (Harrisburg, Pennsylvania), May 2, 2008

Prayers were raised Thursday from the Capitol steps in Harrisburg for a "wall of fire" protecting U.S.

soldiers and for a government "strong on the principles we were founded on."

Whispering "Yes, Jesus," their hands lifted, about 100 people were led in prayers that also sought

guidance for businesses, the media, education and families.

It was the annual National Day of Prayer, coordinated this year in Harrisburg by March for Jesus.

Continue.
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group could pray.

At the City Council chamber, Roy Frady of Piano’s WillowCreek Fellowship Church led a service where
Christian clergy prayed for a series of city services and entities ranging from the council to the Building
and Planning Department. ~q_n_t_i_~u~.

Prayer rally set for Thursday morning at courthouse
Rachel Smeda, Columbia Missourian (Columbia, Missouri), April 30, 2008

Columbia ii.~~ Prayer is expected to draw hundreds of Columbians to rally at the Boone County
Courthouse at 11:30 Thursday morning. Similar events centered around prayer will happen across the
country today as part of the 57th Annual National Day of Prayer.

Jeffrey Huffman, of Family Worship Center and the courthouse rally coordinator, said he looks forward
to seeing area churches come together.

Columbia pastors and others will lead prayer at the rally, including Fire Battalion Chief James Weaver
and First Ward Councilman Paul Sturtz. Col. Jim Coy, a retired military officer, will be leading a prayer
for the troops. ~_~in_~..

Campus ministries prepare for prayer

Brianna Murphey, East Tennessean, a student newspaper of East Tennessee State
University, April 21, 2008

While followers of many different faiths submit prayers to some higher power, the main observers of
the National Day of Prayer at ETSU will be Christian.

While the focus of the event, scheduled for noon to 1 p.m. Thursday at the ETSU Carillon, is on
Christian prayer, it is open to people of all faiths, said Susan Rogers, a technical clerk in the admissions
office who organized the campus observance.

The first national observance occurred in 1952, after the resolution was passed by Congress and signed
into law by President Harry Truman. ~q~i~u~.

Community to gather for National Day of Prayer

By Linda Andrade Rodrigues, Standard-Times (Massachusetts south coast), April
26, 2008

In recognition that prayer has been and continues to be an integral part of our nation’s history,
SouthCoast residents will gather Thursday at town halls, on campus and in a prison chapel to exercise
their religious freedom by gathering publicly to worship and pray for our land..~n~i~e.

National Day of Prayer breakfast sponsored

Rennselaer Republican (Rensselaer, Indiana), April 22, 2008

Jasper County Community Services will be hosting, for the third year, a breakfast and program
acknowledging the National Day of Prayer. At 7:30 a.m. May i a free breakfast will be offered at a
special morning program designated to honor the 57th Annual National Day of Prayer.

A breakfast of pancakes, sausage, biscuits and gravy, juice and coffee will be served from 7:30 to 8:15

a.m. Music will be provided by "Leslie Callaway and Robin Spitters" beginning at 7:30 a.m. Soloist,

Kathy Blahnik will also be sharing song selections during the program.

Local events will mark National Day of Prayer

By Tom Lavis, Tribune Democrat (~ohnstown, Pennsylvania), April 25, 2008

Instead of the typical lineup of guest speakers, organizers of the 57th annual National Day of Prayer
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are calling upon the community to come together for a relaxed gathering to commune with God.

The hour-long event will begin at noon Thursday near the Central Park gazebo in downtown Johnstown.

The theme is "Prayer! America’s Strength and Shield" and is based on Psalm 28:7, which states: "The

Lord is my strength and shield; my heart trusts in him and I am helped." Continue,

Collective prayer in stadiums and city halls
By Tim Townsend, St. Louis Dispatch, April 26, 2008

Organized, collective prayer has become popular in recent years, and in the first two weeks of May,
some St. Louis Christians will take part in two large prayer events.

The first is the National Day of Prayer, which will take place Thursday " mostly around city hall
flagpoles ,., across the country.

The National Day of Prayer, which is held annually on the first Thursday of May, was created in 1952
by the U.S. Congress and signed into law by President Harry Truman, according to the National Day of
Prayer Task Force website.

Its mission is "mobilizing the Christian community to intercede for America and its leadership in the

seven centers of power: Government, Military, Media, Business, Education, Church and Family."

The Gateway National Day of Prayer organizers have planned several events throughout the area.

Midday events Thursday will be held in the St. Louis City Hall Rotunda, the St. Charles Old Court

House, Arnold City Hall and 28 locations in St. Louis County. The organizers also planned regional

events Thursday evening, including worship and prayer under the Arch. ~_9_n_tinue.

National Day of Prayer is Thursday

By Richard Vara, Houston Chronicle, April 25, 2008

Suzette Caldwell expects more than 3,000 people to gather downtown Thursday at Jones Plaza to sing,
pray and till] maybe [.I dance.

Similar gatherings will be held in other cities and churches marking the National Day of Prayer across

the country.

"I wholeheartedly expect Houston to benefit from the people of Houston coming to pray in a unified

fashion," said Caldwell, head of the Kingdom Builders Prayer Institute, a nonprofit group dedicated to

praying. "I think we will see results in the days, weeks and years to come." ~O.~_i~e_.

Churches hosting events for National Day of Prayer

by Christopher Ortiz, The Greeley Tribune (Colorado), April 26, 2008

Greeley church groups will host a series of events to commemorate National Day of Prayer on

Thursday.

This year, the focus of prayer will be on seven points of influence in America: government, military,

media, business, education, church and family. This year’s theme is "Prayer, America’s Strength and

Shield" from Psalm 28:7, which states: "The Lord is my strength and shield; my heart trusts in Him

and I am helped."

Starting off, people of all Christian faiths are invited for an observance from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the

Weld County Centennial Center Plaza, at the corner of 9th Avenue and 9th Street. ~Rn_t_i_nue.

FROM THE CHRISTIAN RIGHT

Focus on the Family advertisement for Washington, DC event
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Focus on the Family email received on April 24, 2008

conclude at 3:00 p.m. (Eastern)."

The Focus on the Family email states: "The National Day of
Prayer is celebrating 57 years, and for the first time ever, will
be broadcast LIVE from our Nations Capitol on May 1, 2008. As
a proud media partner of the National Day of Prayer Task Force,
GOD TV will air the program live in its entirety on DIRECTV,
channel 365. This special event will begin at 12:00 noon and

The email lists as speakers Focus on the Family head Dr. James Dobson, National Day of Prayer Task
Force Chair Shirley Dobson, Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice ("pending") and others. Please c!ick
here to see the ad saved as a PDF document.

Task Force honorary chair attacked from right over "inclusive" prayer
omitting mention of Jesus

Summary by JewsOnFirst. org, April 25, 2008

On April 24 Christian talk show host Ingrid Schlueter issued a statement that Dr. Ravi Zacharias, "the
2008 Honorary Chairman of the National Day of Prayer" (so designated by the National Day of Prayer
Task Force) had posted a r~Ea_~er lacking reference to Jesus on the "official NDP website." Schlueter
wrote that the Task Force had told her that the omission was to avoid offending Jews. She termed it a
"betrayal of Jesus Christ."

Since her posting, Schlueter has been discussing the issue on her b!og. She has also responded to a
Mother Jones .b!og Po~ting about the Task Force and her attack on Zacharias.

Ashamed of Jesus at the National Day of Prayer

News Release, Ingrid Schlueter, Crosstalk Radio Talk Show, VCY America Radio
Network via Christian Newswire, April 24, 2008

MEDIA ADVISORY, April 24/Christian Newswire/-- The 2008 Honorary Chairman of the National Day
of Prayer, Dr. Ravi Zacharias, is refusing to pray in the name of Jesus Christ in his prayer posted on
the official NDP website. Dr. Zacharias’ prayer can be read here. A receptionist with the National Day of
Prayer in Colorado Springs stated that the Honorary Chairman’s prayer does not include the name of
Jesus so as not to offend the Jewish participants in the event, and that others are free to pray in Jesus
name if they desire. Contrast that betrayal of Jesus Christ with the faithfulness of the first martyr, the
Apostle Stephen, who died in a hail of stones for his fearless preaching of Christ crucified to the Jewish
religious leaders of his day.

Banning Jesus: What a "Judeo-Christian" Prayer Service Looks Like

Ingrid Schlueter, Slice of Laodicea blog, April 26 and earlier 2008

I received this email from a reader this morning. If we truly love the Jewish people and their souls, we

can never put Jesus away in the closet to appease them. Jesus said that He alone is the Way, the Truth

and the Life. Nobody can come to the Father, except through Him. Here’s the email.

Thank you for keeping everyone informed on what’s happening with the National Day of Prayer. I have
emailed Ravi’s ministry informing them how far we have fallen if we will now deny our Savior Jesus in
front of men. continue.

FROM THE WEBSITES OF THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER TASK FORCE

What it takes to Become a Coordinator

A simple application with contact data and statement of faith, confirming your commitment to Christ is
all that’s needed to get you on the way to becoming a NDP Task Force volunteer coordinator. Nationa~
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Day...o~..P~aye~ {ask For~e Coo~dinators

Official Policy Statement on Participation of "Non-Judeo-Christian" groups

in the National Day of Prayer:

The National Day of Prayer Task Force was a creation of the National Prayer Committee for the
expressed purpose of organizing and promoting prayer observances conforming to a Judeo-Christian
system of values. People with other theological and philosophical views are, of course, free to organize
and participate in activities that are consistent with their own beliefs. This diversity is what Congress
intended when it designated the Day of Prayer, not that every faith and creed would be homogenized,
but that all who sought to pray for this nation would be encouraged to do so in any way deemed
appropriate. It is that broad invitation to the American people that led, in our case, to the creation of
the Task Force and the Judeo-Christian principles on which it is based. ~=th~N~ation_a!_Da_y o_f

p~yer Task Force

How to Adopt-a-Leader

Tt is SO important to encourage and pray for those who govern us. Here’s some ways to adopt-a-leader
(a kit is also available from our Store).

First, choose a leader God lays on your heart. You may watch your local newspaper or news on
television or look at the sites below. Ask the Lord’s direction in choosing a leader. Some people to pray
for are government officials, police officers, teachers, firefighters, and military personal

Here are some resources for finding government leaders to pray for: Adopt~.@.~.~{~(o~t!~
~oo~.~ag~)

Drive Thru History

The National Day of Prayer, in partnership with historian David Barton and Coldwater Media, is proud
to present Drive Thru History America, a new, cutting-edge, multi-media curriculum that teaches the
history of our nation from a Christian Worldview. Discover the character, faith, experiences and
accomplishments of America’s Founders as they developed this great country where we can worship,
work, travel, and live in freedom! In this adventure-filled teaching series, you’ll travel to Washington,
Philadelphia, Baltimore and Virginia to learn about the life and times of George Washington, Benjamin
Franklin, John Quincy Adams, Abigail Adams, Benjamin Banneker, and more.
Task I~orce Schoo!s~ May 3~

The call for an Inclusive National Day of Prayer is a project of ~wsOnFirs~,O~:g.
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Critics say Day of Prayer ’hijacked’ by
evangelicals
by Adelle M. Banks
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON - Is the upcoming National Day of Prayer a day for all Americans - or just
evangelicals?

That’s what some critics are charging in advance of the May 1 observances as they call for a
more inclusive approach to an event they say has been "hijacked" by conservative Christians.

Jews on First, a 21/2-year-old online organization, has questioned the application process for
coordinators affiliated with the National Day of Prayer Task Force, which is headed by Shirley
Dobson, wife of Focus on the Family founder James Dobson.

While the task force is a private group, it nonetheless gets an unofficial government seal of
approval with an annual proclamation by President Bush and prayer ceremonies held at the White
House and on Capitol Hill,

Jews on First is spearheading an "inclusive National Day of Prayer" campaign that includes a
Web site featuring talking points, sample letters to governors and a list of "alternative inclusive
observances."

"The National Day of Prayer has been hijacked!" the group declares on its Web site. "What began
as President Truman’s declaration of a National Prayer Day for all Americans is now excluding
and dividing us on religious lines."

Jane Hunter, the co-director of Jews on First, said her group has interfaith volunteers in several
states who are urging their governors to issue inclusive proclamations about the annual
observance.

"The volunteers who organize the events ... are required to pledge that they will only invite
Christian clergy to officiate," said Hunter, a Iongtime Jewish activist who lives in Bethesda, Md.
"The volunteers themselves have to ... make a statement of faith that is very narrowly drawn so
that only a conservative evangelical Christian would be comfortable doing it."

The National Day of Prayer is always observed on the first Thursday in May, this year on May 1.
Becky Armstrong, a spokeswoman for the National Day of Prayer Task Force, said the same
application for coordinators has been "used for years."

"The task force has chosen to conduct events that reflect its Christian perspective on prayer," she
said. "All Americans are fiee to exercise their First Amendment rights to organize events that
observe the National Day of Prayer in a manner that reflects their religious perspective."

The task force’s Web site (www.ndptf.org), features a note from Lisa Crump, the manager of local
coordinators, that says, "A simple application with contact data and statement of faith, confirming
your commitment to Christ is all that’s needed to get you on the way to becoming a NDP Task
Force volunteer coordinator."

Applicants must indicate if their lives reflect a belief statement that begins: "1 believe that the Holy
Bible is the inerrant Word of The Living God. I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and the
only One by which I can obtain salvation and have an ongoing relationship with God."

The application form also asks coordinators to pledge that activities they help lead "will be
conducted solely by Christians while those with differing beliefs are welcome to attend."

The Jews on First effort has been supported by other church-state watchdog groups, such as
those affiliated with the Washington-based Americans United for Separation of Church and State.

Americans United’s local chapter in Orange County, Calif., sent more than 2,000 letters to Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger urging him not to support events whose hosts are limited to evangelical
Christians.

"It seems to say that if you’re not part of that group, then you’re a second-class citizen," said
Stephanie Campbell, president of the chapter.

EXHIBIT
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Lisa Page, chief deputy press secretary for Schwarzenegger, said the governor’s office receives
numerous requests each year for a National Day of Prayer proclamation and "the governor has
always been inclusive of all faiths on this special day,"

Among several "alternative inclusive observances" listed online by Jews on First
(www.lnclusivePrayerDay.org) is one on May 6 in the Harrisburg suburb of Camp Hill, Pa., held
"in response to an exclusionary Commonwealth Prayer Breakfast."

The Rev. Paul Fullmer, a Presbyterian Church (USA) minister from Annville, Penn., has protested
that breakfast’s emphasis on Christianity, and has organized an interfaith gathering that will
feature prayers and readings from state founder William Penn’s writings on tolerance.

"VVhat our legislators are doing is not representing us; it’s representing their own particular
exclusive interests," said Fullmer. "How contraw is that to William Penn, who founded
Pennsylvania as a place of religious refuge?"

A spokesperson for the organizer of this year’s breakfast in Camp Hill could not be reached
immediately for comment.
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"Evangelicals attempt to exclude non-Christians from National Day of Prayer," this Mother Jones
headline best reflects the controversy over the National Day of Prayer (NDP) being observed on
Thursday, May 1, 2008.
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The Continental Congress issued a day of prayer in 1775 to designate "a time for prayer in forming a
new nation". Thomas Jefferson argued however, that although individual religious organizations had
the right to designate a day of prayer, the U.S. government should not have that right.

On April 17, 1952, President Harw S. Truman signed a bill proclaiming the National Day of Prayer into
law. It was in 1972 that the National Prayer Committee was formed. It went on to create the National
Day of Prayer Task Force, with the intended purpose of coordinating events for the National Day of
Prayer. In 1988, President Ronald Reagan signed a bill into law decreeing that the National Day of
Prayer should be held on the first Thursday of May.

rhe intention of the National Day of Prayer was always that it would be a day when members of all
’aiths could pray together in their own way. It would involve Christians, Jews, Muslims, Buddhists,
Hindus, Aboriginals, Zoroastrians, and all others who had a religious faith and wished to participate.

It was meant to encourage Americans of all faiths to pray with one another in whatever way felt best to
ihem, It would be an ecumenical celebration of faith that would draw people together in common
religious and spiritual contemplation. However, Dobson has made a point of "excluding Jews, Muslims,
3atholics, Buddhists, and even mainline Christians" from the National Day of Prayer.

the United States is generally recognized as being the most religiously diverse nation in the wodd.
Holding National Day of Prayer events which are inclusive of all religions may go a long way towards
;)romoting interfaith understanding.

Llnfortunately, what began as President Truman’s declaration of a National Prayer Day for all
&mericans is now excluding and dividing us on religious lines.

Author and journalist. Author of Islamic Pakistan: Illusions & Reality; Islam in the Post-
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rhalfhill
IMPERMISSIBLE ENTANGLING

I agree with Thomas Jefferson. In a society whose Constitution forbids an
establishment of religion, the government has no business in proclaiming days of
prayer, although, Of course, it also has no business in preventing people from praying
on whatever days they wish.

But since the Evangelicals have now excluded everybody else, don’t the Catholic and
the main line Churches outnumber the Evangelicals and can thus muster enough clout
to abolish this impermissible entangling of Church and State?

Robed; Halr’hill

by rhalfhill (3 articles, 0 quicklinks, 0 diaries, 276 comments) on Thursday, Nay 1,
2008 at 6:13:20 PM

Michael Price
Blasphemy,

SO the government decides when you should pray? Shouldn’t that be guided by, you
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know, God? I’m an athiest but just in case I’d never do anything religious unless it
was in accordance with my proper relationship to God, not to the State. Remember
what your invisible friend said "I the lord your god am an jealous god."*.
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2008 at 5:19:18 AM
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The National Day of Prayer
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David Domke is Professor of Communication and Head of Journalism at the University of Washington. Kevin Coe
is a doctoral candidate in Speech Communication at the University of Illinois. They are authors of the The God
Strategy: How Religion Became a Political Weapon in America. To learn more about the book check out their handy
website here., to read more posts by them click here. In the post below they consider the effect of our National Day
of Prayer.

Today is the ~.~i..Q.0~! .~.~Y 0f P~Yet:. In modem American politics, that means one thing: the God strategy will be in full effect.

Since Ronald Reagan’s election in 1981, politicians--especially U.S. presidents--have gone to unprecedented lengths to signa~
their support for those citizens who rely heavily on religious cues to make voting decisions. The National Day of Prayer is a �~
perfect day to send such signals.

what to expect. President Bush will issue a proclamation extolling the virtue of prayer. Most people will pay
little attention. They’ll go on about their lives, praying or not as they see fit.

politically important cohort, however, will see Bush’s proclamation as a crucial show of support for their~
L these are the people to whom Bush is speaking.

organized by the National Day of Prayer Task Force. This organization was first headed by~NNN
Vonette Bright, wife of Campus Crusade for Christ founder Bill Bright, and has been chaired since 1991 by Shirley Dobson, wife
of Focus on the Family founder James Dobson. The Brights and the Dobsons are iconic figures among religious conservatives, j
and their connection to the National Day of Prayer has given the event a decidedly conservative and Christian character.

Consider that those who sign up to volunteer for the National Day of Prayer Task Force have to affirm this statement of faith: "I
believe that the Holy Bible is the inerrant Word of The Living God. I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and the only
One by which I can obtain salvation and have an ongoing relationship with God." Volunteers must also pledge that the activities
they organize "will be conducted solely by Christians," though "those with differing beliefs are welcome to attend."

In a more inclusive form, a National Day of Prayer wouldn’t be an altogether disagreeable gesture. Many Americans are
prayerful people, and presidents have been consistently proclaiming national days of prayer since the 1950s.

But like most aspects of presidents’ public religiosity these days, the National Day of Prayer has become a kind of political
weapon. It hasn’t always been this way.

Presidents since Reagan have been far more eager than their predecessors to issue proclamations celebrating religion. Leaving
aside the two standard National Day of Prayer proclamations that presidents have long issued each May, the growth in
religiously oriented proclamations before and since Reagan is astounding. In fact, our examination of the more than 6,000
proclamations from Franklin Roosevelt to George W. Bush revealed a more than five-fold increase in the per-term average since
1981.

And this is only one part of a broader trend. Compared to their modem-era predecessors, presidents since Reagan have invoked
God and faith much more often, merged God and country with more regularity and greater certitude, and substantially increased
their trips to speak to religious audiences (with conservative groups like the National Association of Evangelicals getting a heavy
proportion of these visits). They’ve even upped their references to Christ during Christmastime.

the goal has been the same: signal support for people of faith. If goal itself is innocuous, the outcome has beenNNxall cases,
anything but. Presidential religiosity has become narrow and partisan--and people have noticed.

In response to the National Day of Prayer Task Force’s hostility to non-Christian volunteers, A.v0~ric~0.~.Ur~i[~.d...for ~h~
Separation of Church and State issued a statement saying the event had been "largely hijacked by the Religious Right and
being used as an opportunity to promote a far-right religious-political agenda." Meanwhile, Jews on First, another religious
watchdog group, is promoting an alternative: the "Inclusive National Day o~."

http://blog.oup.com/2008/05/the-national-day-of-prayer/ ~/24/2008
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Diverse gathering marks prayer day
Christian-oriented event leaves some feeling excluded

Friday, May 02, 2008 - 12:08 AM
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government stays out of."

By ROBIN FARMER
TIMES-DISPATCH STAFF
WRITER

State and local government
leaders participated in a
National Day of Prayer event
on the state Capitol grounds
yesterday that attracted a
diverse crowd of about 100.

But some critics said the
annual observance should be
more inclusive, pointing out
that only Christians spoke
during the program. About six
weeks ago, a group celled
Jews on First started an online
campaign seeking to broaden
the event, which it says limits
participation to fundamentalist
Christian evangelicals.

"It’s great people want to pray
for the country," said Don
Fruhwald, president of the
Central Virginia/Greater
Richmond Chapter of
Americans United for the
Separation of Church and
State. "But it should be a
voluntary endeavor that the

Fruhwald attended yesterday’s event in Richmond. He and several others spoke about
their concoms before the program started.

The National Day of Prayer and Meditation was signed into law in 1952 by President
Harry S. Truman and assigned the first Thursday in May by President Ronald Reagan in
1988. The National Day of Prayer Task Force is headed by Shirley Dobson, wife of Focus
on the Family founder James Dobson. Although the task force is a private group, its
observances have received unofficial government approval through proclamations by
President Bush and ceremonies held at the White House and in Congress.
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In Virginia, Gov. Timothy M. Kaine issued a proclamation rec-ognizing the event.

That the task force requires applicants interested in serving as local coordinators to
confln~ their commitment to Christ makes sense, said Glen Lutz, Virginia coordinator for
the National Day of Prayer.

"We are the Christian emphasis for the National Day of Prayer," said Lutz, a Baptist
minister who lives in Richmond. "It doesn’t mean that other groups couldn’t organize their
own event."

The coordinators and speakers for the events must be in sync, he said. "The leadership
must know the Lord, or else how can we pray in Jesus’ name?"

<< < September 2008 > >>
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Speakers dudng the hour-long program at the state Capitol included House of Delegates
Speaker William J. Howell, R-Stafford, and Richmond City Councilwoman Ellen F.
Robertson. The Richmond Police Choir sang several selections.

Howell said he had no comment about whether the observance excluded leaders and
clergy from Jewish, Catholic, Muslim and Buddhist communities or other faiths.

"Many people don’t know how discriminatory this day is," said Rabbi Haim Beliak of Jews
on First, which initiated the Web site ~in~!=L!.~i.~g_r~y¢~.v.,.~rg. The group’s campaign
urged people to request that governors issue inclusive proclamations about the
observance.

"When I talk to my colleagues, some say they’re told these events were only for
Christians," Beliak said by phone from Los Angeles.
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"The Nat one Day of Prayer and Meditation was intended as any official govemment~i~,-,-~.~.om mlOl,.i= .....
action must be, for people of all religious traditions or none," said Douglas A. Hicks, associate professor of leadership studies and religion at~l~l~l’l|l~|/University of Richmond.                                                                                        I

"The Nat ona, Day of Prayer Task Force which is actually a nongovemmenta’ organization, runs events around the c°untry as if it were the it ~,/
organizer of the day of prayer," he said. To be a part of the organization, a person must be a Christian willing to sign on to "biblical inerrancy ~ --~ ~ / / __
)articular theological creed."

http://www.inrich.corn/cva/ric/news.apx.-content-articles-RTD-2008-05-02-0172.html 9/24/2008
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1"Many well-intentioned public officials, including in Richmond, sign on to participate in these public celebrations without knowing that the sponsoring
organization excludes many Christians and all non-Christians," Hicks said.

Kaine’s proclamation reads, "Prayer plays a powerful role in the lives of people of all cultures, religions and backgrounds." It also quotes the task
force’s theme of "Prayer! America’s Strength and Shield," noting it "comes from the scripture Psalm 28:7, which says, ’The Lord is my strength and
shield; my heart trusts in him, and I am helped."

That displeases Imad Damaj, president of the Virginia Muslim Coalition for Public Affairs.

"I’m surprised he quoted the task force’s theme," Damaj said of Kaine. "He lives his faith in a way that unites people and doesn’t divide people. This
task force is cleady a very divisive task force. It doesn’t want to unite all Americans of different faiths."

After the program at the state Capitol, Harriet H. Roberson, an on-air personality at VVFTH radio, said it was her first time attending the event. As to
the controversy, "We have to start somewhere. Anything that will help us with so much evil in the world is needed."
Contact Robin Farmer at (804) 649-6312 or

Reader Reaction:

Posted May 07, 2008 @ 05:00 PM by aveteran
RE: May 02, 2008 @ 09:41 PM by pashorter: Your Patdck Henry "quote" is a proven fraud. Those words were NEVER uttered by him. Check your
sources next time.

Posted May 06, 2008 @ 09:10 PM by Anonymous
I would like to thank reporter Robin Farmer and the Times Dispatch for covedng this event and in particular for reporting the untold side of the story,
in that it has been taken over by one particular group and become unnecessarily exclusionary and discriminatory. This is unfortunately no longer the
national day of prayer, but the national day of christian prayer. Don’t believe me, look on the web site. We need to put an end to this bigotry.

Posted May 03, 2008 @ 06:50 AM by Anonymous
My constant, quiet, and non-showy prayer remains that we work together for Peace and Justice - - and disavow the divisive, aggressive, and non
Christ-like religion of people like George Bush, Pat Robertson, Jemj Falwell, and Dick Cheney.

Posted May 02, 2008 @ 08:41 PM by pashorter
I think we would all agree that Patrick Henry was deeply involved with the founding of this country. Patrick Henry said "this country was founded on
the gospel of Jesus Christ’. I’m glad this "Day of Prayer" is handled as it is, a DAY OF PRAYER, not a day of intrest groups making their political
statements. Thanks to Shirley Dobson and all those who work so hard to make this happen.

Posted May 02, 2008 @ 03:33 PM by Anonymous
Correction, please. Our country was not founded on Christianity. To the contrary, in order to free citizens from the bondage of the Chumh of England,
our forebears specifically divided Church and State in our new Nation. Read and learn your history! These men were Christians or Diests, but they
intentionally divided religion and government. We’re not a theocracy - - but rather a republic. Iran is a theocracy. Don’t be such a zealot yourself.

Posted May 02, 2008 @ 01:06 PM by Anonymous
People of all faiths are free in this country to organize their own prayer gatherings. Since our nation was founded on Christian principles and the
majority of people in this country are Christians, it’s logical that most of the Day of Prayer gatherings would be among Christians. People who
complain about Christians excluding people should go to other countries where there is no freedom of religion. Christian principles provide our
freedom in the U.S. - stop complaining and be thankful!

Posted May 02, 2008 @ 12:16 PM by Anonymous
My prayer is for those who feel they must exhibit their faith so openly this way - - that their actions, like those of Christ, promote peace and justice.
And that there really are actions in people like these - - and not just "holier than thou" talk. What would Jesus do? He’d be working the soup kitchen
instead of holding a prayer rally!

Posted May 02, 2008 @ 09:44 AM by Gene
I want to say that I very much appreciate the efforts of those who took the time, energy, and resources to organize a day to pray for our leaders.
VVhat could possibly wrong with that? This article seems to be an attempt to search "high and low" to find anyone and everyone who did NOT take
the time to organize anything, but felt they had a duty to criticize others. I’m sure that those political leaders who participated did so because they
were just plain grateful that someone was willing to prey.
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- Pad of the ~w~.y~Nstwork -

~m~.~_.t.~ ~@!~r~b.,.~m

http://www.inrich.com/cva/ric/news.apx.-content-articles-RTD-2008-05-02-0172.html 9/24/2008



EXHIBIT 72



Americans United: National Day Of Prayer Showcases Intolerant Religious Right Agenda... Page 1 of 2

Americans United for Separation of Church and State

National Day Of Prayer Showcases Intolerant Religious Right
Agga t ay.  Americans United

Government Officials Should Not Promote Dobson Prayer Task Force
Events, Church-State Watchdog Group Says

Intolerant Religious Right groups are dominating observance of the National Day of Prayer and
government officials should refuse to lend them support, says Americans United for Separation
of Church and State.

The congressionally mandated National Day of Prayer scheduled for May I this year has been
largely hijacked by the Religious Right and is being used as an opportunity to promote a far-
right religious-political agenda.

"In many eases, this event is more about polities than prayer," said the Rev. Barry W. Lynn,
executive director of Americans United. "It’s just another excuse for the Religious Right to attack
church-state separation."

Many events around the country this year are being coordinated by the National Day of Prayer
Task Force, a Colorado Springs-based Religious Right organization run by Shirley Dobson, wife
of Focus on the Family Chairman James C. Dobson.

The NDP Task Force’s Web site claims it is the "National Day of Prayer Official Web Site," but,
in fact, the group has no official status. The Task Force states that its purposes is to "Foster unity
within the Christian Church" and "Publicize and preserve America’s Christian heritage." Non-
Christians are usually prohibited from leading or speaking at NDP Task Force events.

The Dobsons require volunteer prayer coordinators to sign a fundamentalist statement of faith
that declares that "the Holy Bible is the inerrant Word of The Living God" and that "Jesus Christ
is the Son of God and the only One by which I can obtain salvation."

In addition, the NDP Task Force Web site promotes "Drive-Thru History," a home-school
curriculum produced by pseudo-historian David Barton that promotes the idea that America
was founded to be a "Christian nation."

Despite its sectarian character, the NDP Task Force often draws support from elected officials.
The Dobsons annually visit the White House for its NDP event, and public officials attend NDP
Task Force events held at the U.S. Capitol.

This year, President George W. Bush’s official National Day of Prayer proclamation used the
same theme as the Dobsons’ Task Force "Prayer! America’s Strength & Shield." A large number
of governors have also issued proclamations adopting the NDP Task Force’s theme.
"The National Day of Prayer Task Force doesn’t even pretend to acknowledge religious tolerance
or our country’s great diversity," Lynn said. "It’s time for the government to stop working with
this group."

Lynn noted that leading Founders such as Thomas Jefferson and James Madison opposed
government proclamations of days of prayer. They believed such events constitute improper
government intrusion into religious matters.

Wrote Jefferson, in a Jan. 23, 1808, letter to the Rev. Samuel Miller, "I do not believe it is for the
interest of religion to invite the civil magistrate to direc~ its exercises, its discipline, or its
doctrines; nor of the religious societies that the genera1 government should be invested with the
power of affecting any uniformity of time or matter among them.

"Fasting & prayer are religious exercises," observed Jefferson. "The enjoining them an act
discipline. Every religious society has a right to determine for itself the times            EXHIBIT
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& the objects proper for them, according to their own ’particular tenets; and this right can never
be safer than in their own hands, where the constitution has deposited it."

Madison, in his "Detached Memoranda," warned that governmental religious proclamations
"seem to imply and certainly nourish the erroneous idea of a national religion." He warned that
there would always be a tendency "to narrow the recommendation to the standard of the
predominant sect" and that partisan political considerations would be likely to come into play.

"The last & not the least objection," observed Madison, "is the liability of the practice to a
subserviency to political views; to the scandal of religion, as well as the increase of party
animosities."

Americans United is a religious liberty watchdog group based in Washington, D.C.
Founded in 1947, the organization educates Americans about the importance of church-
state separation in safeguarding religious freedom.
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Religion Clause
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof.., --US Const., Amend. 1

Blog Archive
I B!£g Ar£hiVe ...........................

About Me

Howard M.
Friedman

Professor of Law
Emeritus University of
Toledo

View my complete
profile

EMAIL ME:
retigionc[ause@bex, net
View My Web Site

RESOURCES
Alliance Alert
Blaine
Amendments
Direito e Re[igiao
First Amendment
Center
First Freedom
Center
Forum 18
Free Preach.org
Interdisciplinary
Study of Religion
J.M. Dawson Inst.
of Church-State
Studies
Jewish Law
Jews On First
Lanka Liberty
Law &Retigion

Saturday, March 29, 2008
National Day of Prayer Task Force Criticized For
__Lack__  {..!_p_c_!usiveness

The Nat~Qo~! P~y 9~ ~rayer ~sk Fo[~ is excluding Jews, Catholics, Muslims,
Buddhists, and even moderate evangelical Christians from taking lead roles in
its events, according to a posting Thursday by ~ Q~ Ei~. In a ~s~ from
Task Force Chair Shirley Dobson, those applying to become coordinators for this
year’s May 1 activities are asked to fill out an application "to determine your
personal and spiritual qualifications for this service". The ~pp!iCat~gn itself says
that the Task Force is organizing prayer events "conforming to a Judeo-
Christian system of values." It then asks applicants to indicate they agree with
a Statement of Belief that says that the Bible "is the inerrant Word of The
Living God" and that the applicant believes "that Jesus Christ is the Son of God
and the only One by which I can obtain salvation .... "A P~tiCY Statement from
the task force says that "People with other theological and philosophical views
are, of course, free to organize and participate in activities that are consistent
with their own beliefs."

The Task Force claims only that it is "a privately funded organization whose
purpose it is to encourage participation on the National Day of Prayer."

i
However its website h!gh!!gt~s official Presidential and Gubernatorial
Proclamations marking the National Day of Prayer, and points out that the day
was created in 1952 by a joint resolution of Congress. La~ y~[ the Task Force
Chair played a leading rote in the White House National Day of Prayer
ceremony, but the White House added other participants to emphasize the
inter-religious nature of the event.

Posted by Howard Friedman --PermaLink: 10:39 PM

1 comments:

Ba[b said...

r|[ have to ponder this one.
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US military coordinated
Day of Prayer events
with Christian right
group
By Jason Leopold
Online Journal Contributing
Writer
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At least a half-dozen active-duty military officials
have been working closely with a task force headed
by the far-right fundamentalist Christians planning
religious events at military installations around the
country to commemorate today’s National Day of
Prayer.
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In working directly with the National Day of Prayer
(NDP) Task Force and agreeing to work as event
coordinators, these military officials not only
violated constitutional provisions governing the
separation of church and state but they also signed
an oath that states they "believe that the Holy Bible
is the inerrant Word of The Living God" and that
"Jesus Christ is the Son of God and the only One by
which I can obtain salvation and have an ongoing
relationship with God," according to materials
posted on NDP Task Force’s website.

Furthermore, the declaration signed by the military
officials says that they promise to "ensure a strong,
consistent Christian message throughout the
nation" and that National Day of Prayer events
scheduled to take place at their military installations
"will be conducted solely by Christians."

Search
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Lisa Crump, manager of the NDP Task Force’s local
coordinators, said that volunteers who are
interested in becoming event coordinators,
including members of the military, must complete
"a simple applicatiort with contact data and
statement of faith, confirming your commitment to
Christ is all that’s needed to get you on the way to
becoming a [Nationai Day of Prayer] Task Force
volunteer coordinato!’."

Mikey Weinstein, th~ president and founder of the
government watchd, g group the Military Religious
Freedom Foundatior (MRFF) blasted the military’s
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participation with the task force, saying it endorses
a discriminatory policy,

"It is not likely possible to conceive of a more
blatant, heinous and noxious constitutional violation
by our United States military than it’s filthy,
disgusting participati,o.n with the so-called National
Day of Prayer ’Task Force’ and it’s incontrovertible
fundamentalist Christian supremacy agenda of
unconstitutional religious exclusion," Weinstein said.
"Further, please immediately note that the Military
Religious Freedom Foundation fully intends to
include this despicable collusion in our current
federal litigation against the Department of Defense
as yet another stunning example of a pernicious
and pervasive pattern and practice of
unconstitutional rape of the precious religious
liberties of our honorable and noble United States
soldiers, sailors, marines and airmen."

The NDP Task Force, which portrays itself as the
official organizer of the National Day of Prayer, is
headed by Shirley Dobson, wife of Focus on the
Family’s James Dobson who has close ties to
President Bush.

Although the task force is not directly tied to any
federal agency, it has coordinated many of its
activities this year with active-duty military
chaplains and other military personnel at bases
around the country. That would appear to violate
the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment
prohibiting individuals from using the machinery of
the state to promote any form of religion. The
Constitution protects the rights of the public to
worship, or not, as they see fit.

But the military has not been adhering to these
strict regulations.

Indeed, two weeks ago, at Fort Carson Army Base
in Colorado, the community events office sent out
an email to everyone on the base along with a flyer
announcing an event scheduled at Fort Carson in
observance of National Day of Prayer. The email
included a message from Specialist Brian Havens,
who closed his note with "In Christ." Havens is
identified on the Task force website as an event
coordinator, indicating that he signed the Task
Force’s "Statement of Faith" application and agreed
to uphold the NDP Task Force’s Christian policies.

According to Chris Rodda, the senior research
director for The Military Religious Freedom
Foundation, Weinstein tried to persuade one
military chaplain to disassociate himself from a Task
Force event in Missouri.

Rodda said she and Weinstein were "surprised" to
come across the name of Chaplain Kevin L. McGhee
of the Missouri National Guard. According to the
NDP Task Force website, Maj. McGhee is scheduled
to participate in the NDP Task Force prayer rally at
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the Missouri State Capitol,

This is the same Chaplain McGhee who, last year,
came to the defense of Chaplain Bob Larsen, when
Larsen converted from Christianity to Wicca and
applied to be the first Wiccan chaplain in the U.S.
Armed Forces. When Larsen’s application was
denied, and he was removed from the chaplain
corps, McGhee, who was Larsen’s supervisor at
Camp Anaconda in Iraq, said that a "grave
injustice" had been done, and that "What happened
to Chaplain Larsen -- to be honest, I think it’s
political. A lot of people think Wiccans are un-
American, because they are ignorant about what
Wiccans do."

MRFF informed Chaplain McGhee during a
conference call last week of the discriminatory
nature of the Missouri State Capitol event and the
pledge on the part of its organizers to exclude non-
Christians and asked him to reconsider his
participation. McGhee has not responded to an
email sent yesterday from MRFF asking if he still
planned to participate.

This is not the first time the military has come
under fire for work it has conducted on behalf of
Focus on the Family and other Christian
fundamentalist organizations.

Last August, the Pentagon’s inspector general
responded to a complaint filed in 2006 by
Weinstein’s organization alleging that Defense
Department officials violated military regulations by
appearing in a video promoting Christian Embassy,
a subsidiary of Campus Crusade for Christ.

The inspector general agreed and issued a scathing,
47-page report that was highly critical of senior
Army and Air Force personnel for participating in
the video while in uniform and on active duty.

The report recommended that Air Force Maj. Gen.
Jack Carton, Army Brig. Gen Bob Caslen, Brig. Gen.
Vincent Brooks, Maj. Gen. Peter Sutton, and a
colonel and lieutenant colonel whose names were
redacted in the inspector general’s report,
"improperly endorsed and participated with a non-
Federal entity while in uniform" and the men should
be disciplined for misconduct. Caslen was formerly
the deputy director for political-military affairs for
the war on terrorism, directorate for strategic plans
and policy, joint staff. He now oversees the 4,200
cadets at the US Military Academy at West Point.
Caslen told DOD invesl:igators he agreed to appear
in the video upon learning other s~:.nior Pentagon
officials had been interviewed for the promotional
video.

The Army generals who appeared i~ the video
appeared to be speaking on behalf of the military,
but they did not obtain prior permission to appear
in the video. They defended their actions, according
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to the inspector general’s report, saying the
"Christian Embassy had become a ’quasi-Federal
entity,’ since the DOD had endorsed the
organization to General Officers for over 25 years."

Historically, the National Day of Prayer has been
non-denominational. Former President Harry S
Truman signed a bill proclaiming National Day of
Prayer into law on April 17, 1952, so individuals of
all faiths could pray together. In 1988, President
Reagan designated the first day of May to be
recognized as the National Day of ~Prayer.

But, for a number of years, the National Day of
Prayer has been all about promoting fundamentalist
Christianity. Dobson’s task force seems determined
to turn the half-century, old ritual into its own
personal recruitment tool by proselytizing to
members of the armed forces and the public in
hopes of converting people to evangelical
Christianity, according to task force documents
posted on the group’s website.

The theme of today’s 57th annual event is, "Prayer!
America’s Strength and Shield," which is based on
Psalm 28:7: "The Lord is my strength and shield;
my heart trusts in Him and I am helped.

Weinstein said the events scheduled for today,
specifically those planned by active-duty military
officials, underscore the growing trend and the
influence fundamentalists have inside the armed
forces.

"When United States military personnel knowingly
engage in deliberately public activities absolutely
demanding the prerequisite of a written, official
acknowledgement of acceptance and supremacy of
one particular religious worldview to the total
exclusion of all others, it is not merely an ’issue’ or
a ’problem,’" Weinstein said in an interview. "Let’s
call it what it is; a national security threat internally
to this country every bit as formidable in magnitude
as those external national security threats posed by
the Taliban, al Quaida, the insurrectionists and the
jihadists. It’s as simple and wretched as that."

In addition to the NDP Task Force events being held
on military bases, there will be widespread military
participation in non-military NDP events. In
Washington state, military flyovers are scheduled to
take place at the Calvary Chapel South ball field in
Kent, according to the task force website, and the
Christian radio station, Praise, 106.5 FM, said the
Whidbey Island Naval Station will be providing a
flyover at the Skagit County event in Mount Vernon.

In order for a military flyover to take place, a form
must be filled out and filed with the Pentagon
describing the event and, after a review; the
proposal is either approved or denied by Pentagon
public affairs. The flyovers scheduled for The
National Day of Prayer do not appear on the
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military’s list of eligible flyover events, raising
questions about whether the usual application
process was completed and approved by the
Pentagon.

Additionally, Marine color guards are scheduled to
appear at the National Day of Prayer celebration in
Bakersfield, Calif., and the Concert of Prayer in
Wheeling, West Virginia. The Niagara Falls Air
Reserve Base Honor Guard is slated to appear at
the "Call To The Wall" in Wheatfield, New York. The
National Day of Prayer. Noon Rally at the Phoenix
City Hall features the Luke Air Force Base Honor
Guard, and the Fort Huachuca Select Honor Guard
will appear at a service in Patagonia, Arizona.

Becky Armstrong, a spokeswoman for the National
Day of Prayer task force, dismissed charges that the
task force was discriminating against non-
Christians.

"All Americans are free to exercise their First
Amendment rights to organize events that observe
the National Day of Prayer in a manner that reflects
their religious perspective," Armstrong said.

Jason Leopold is the author of "News Junkie,"
a memoir. Visit www.newsjunkiebook.com for
a preview. His new website is The Public
Record.
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Richard Land recalls the inspiration of hearing President Reagan’s prayer day declaration. I
have mixed feelings, to be honest, about National Prayer Day. I agree with the spirit:
Americans should periodically pause and consider its tremendous blessings and express
profound gratitude to God (or if you don’t believe God had anything to do with it, at least
express thanks to all who have fought for freedom in the past few centuries).

But having spent a couple of years now looking at the Founding Fathers and religion, my
views have shifted. I now fear that while public prayer is supposed to ennoble politicians, it may
just politicize, and therefore taint, prayer. Instead of uplifting politics, it downgrades religion.

The Founders were divided on this. Washington and Adams both issued prayer proclamations
that went considerably farther than what Reagan (and Harry Truman) had done.

But Jefferson and Madison stopped the practice. Jefferson seemed worried about prayer
proclamations violating the First Amendment. Madison did, too, but added another argument: it
wasn’t good for religion. By offering prayer in a political context (including asking for prayers
related to specific policy goals) Madison said prayer proclamations had politicized a solemn act
"to the scandal of religion as well as the increase of party animosities."

In describing why he resisted prayer proclamations, Madison said, "They seem to imply and
certainly nourish the erroneous idea of a national religion," he wrote. If Americans want to band
together to pray, he said, they should do so but to bring about such prayer or gathering through
the political process was "doubly wrong." Madison reported that he had received many private
letters urging him to follow the pattern of Adams and Washington, prompting him to fear that
Americans "have lost sight of the quality of all religious sects in the eye of the Constitution."

We see evidence of that today. While Washington’s prayer proclamations were non-
denominational (as have the statements of modern presidents), the organizers of the National
Prayer Day have a very clear evangelical mission. "In accordance with Biblical truth, the
National Day of Task Fome" seeks to promote freedom of worship, pluralism AND to "Foster
unity within the Christian Chumh: and "Publicize and preserve America’s Christian heritage."

This likely would have made Madison uncomfortable. On a few occasions - for instance, during
the war of 1812 - even he did issue proclamations which, sure enough, were deemed political.
When he asked for prayers that God would "animate their patriotism" and "bestow a blessing
on their arms," Federalists who opposed the war felt Madison had invoked God in support of an
unjustified conflict. But Madison’s approach differed from that of Washington and Adams in one
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way. Rather than calling the nation to prayer, he designated particular days on which different
religions could devise prayers of their own - if they wished - "according to their own faith and
forms."

If we are to have an officially sanctioned National Prayer Day, it should follow in this spirit. An
ill-conceived prayer day makes people connect prayer with politics -- instead of with God and
gratitude.
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How inclusive is the National Day of Prayer?
Some groups a~ challenging ~e exclusive nature of ~u~ay’s o~dal even~, �~inat~ W
~aUve Chr~ .............................................................................................
By Jane ~mpman, ~e ~Uan Sdence ~onl~r, April 30, 2008

On ~umday, several million Americans will ga~ In spedal obse~an~s across the coun~ to ma~ ~e
NaUonal Day of Prayer~ fl~ ina~umt~ by Congm~ in 1952.

Under ~e ene~eUc s~mhip of a naUonal task fore, the even~ have mushroomed into the ~ousands
In m~nt yearn. ~ey aR held at hous~ of womhlp but al~ sc~ols, ~u~ous~, ciW halls, ~ate hours,
and at ~e White Hou~ and on Capitol Hill.

ALTERNATIVE
~NCLUS;VE ~ls year, however, volc~ aR being raised to challenge ~e religiously exclusive natu~ of ~e ~sk-~e

e~, which is cooNinated by consewaUve ~H~ans who have encoumg~ government leadem’
OBSERVANCES Involvement In ~elr even~ but RJ~ed dir~ pa~clpaUon by other fal~ leadem.

Jews on FI~, an online watchd~ group on ~e Fi~ Amendment, has InlUated a campaign for an
"inclusive prayer day" that has a~ the suppo~ of In~l~ and dvII dgh~ groups, Husllm
o~anizaUons, and vadous ~u~h~, Including ~e Roman ~tholic A~hdl~ese of Los Angeles. Continue.

State of Belief Radio inte~iews campaign dire~ors
Rev. Dr. C. Wel~n Gaddy, S~ of Belle~ Air Ame~ Radio, Ap~126, 2008

]ncluslve Prayer Day pmJ~ co-dl~o~ Rabbi Halm Oov Bellak and Jane Hunter were Inte~lewed abo~
¯ e campaign and the NaUonal Day of Prayer "official" Task Force by Dr. Welton Gaddy, ho~ of State of
~llef Radio. Dr. Gaddy Is also pr~ldent of the Interfaith Alliance, a major pa~ner In ~e campaign and a
sponsor of S~te of Belief.

You can hear the Inte~lew as except of the State of BelIM program here. Or, if you pRfer, you can II~en
~e entire program po~ed here wl~ ~e generous pe~lsslon of the Interfaith Alliance. Please also visit
¯ e webslte of State of Bellef~ wheR you’ll find an a~hive of radio p~ms and timely Info~ation.

Critics say Day of Prayer ’hijacked’ by evangelicals

by Adelle pl. Banks, Religion News Service, April 23, 2008, posted on the webslte of the Pew Forum on
Religion and Public Life

WASHINGTON -- Is the upcoming National Day of Prayer a day for all Americans -- or Just evangelicals?

That’s what some critics are charging In advance of the Hay 1 observances as they call for a more
inclusive approach to an event they say has been "hijacked" by conservative Christians.

Jews on First, a 2 1/2-year-old online organization, has questioned the application process for coordinators
affiliated with the National Day of Prayer Task Force, which is headed by Shlrtey Dobson, wife of Focus on
the Family founder James Dobson.

While the task force is a private group, it nonetheless gets an unofficfal government seal of approval with
an annual proclamaUon by President Bush and prayer ceremonies held at the White House and on Capitol
Hill. Continue.

Rabbi: Christian Right hijacks Day of Prayer
Norman Shoaf, Antelope Valley Press (Palmdale, California), Play 2, 2008

Lancaster - "There is no faith unless it is Interfaith," Rabbi Haim Dov Beliak told a gathering of
approximately 60 listeners Thursday evening at the Antelope Valley Interfaith Council National Day of
Prayer Service at the Antelope Valley Church at the Center of Ught.

By turns cordial and confronteUonal, keynote speaker Bellak praised Valley efforts at religious inclusion -
and condemned what he called the hijacking of the NaUonal Day of Prayer by the Christian Right.

Bellak is a leader of the organization JewsOnflrst, whose proclaimed mission is to protect the first
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and lobby for an inclusive NaUonal Day of Prayer. Continue.

New Mexico Public Radio probes inclusiveness of National Day of Prayer event
at the State Capitol

National Day of Prayer Task Force offidals declare event "official" and exclusively Christian
KSFR-FPl, Santa Fe Public Radio, April 30, 2008

In this audio recording, excerpted with the kind permission of KSFR-Ft4, Rev. Hark Trost, a local
coordinator for the National Day of Prayer Task Force, says that the NaUonal Day of Prayer Is "not a
religious event; it’s a national event." He also responded to a question about why the group Is having a
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ChrisUans-only event at the state capitol, saying: "We’re having It at the Roundhouse as the official
National Day of Prayer organization which is based On the Judeo-Chrtstian principles." Hark Calhoun of the
National Oay of Prayer Task Force acknowledges that they limit officiaUng to Christians -- "our views,
values and beliefs." He also talks about the group’s efforts to obtain proclamations from all the nation’s
governors. Rabbi Harvln Schwab of Temple Beth Shalom in Santa Fe, speaks of the Task Force’s "religious
discrimination" and recommends boycotting the events. He says he believes it is Inappropriate for the
government to support "this kind of very naffow naUonal prayer day" with proclamations. To listen to the
12-minute recording, please click here.

Diverse gathering marks day of prayer
Christian-oriented event leaves some feeling excluded
Robin Farmer, Times-Dispatch (Richmond, Virginia), Hay 2, 2008

State and local government leaders participated in a National Day of Prayer event on the state Capitol
grounds yesterday that attracted a diverse crowd of about 100.
But some critics said the annual observance should be more inclusive, pointing out that only Christians
spoke dudng the program. About six weeks ago, a group called Jews on First started an online campaign
seeking to broaden the event, which it says limits participation to fundamentalist Christian evangelicals.

"It’s great people want to pray for the country," said Don Fruhwald, president of the Central
Virginia/Greater Richmond Chapter of Americans United for the Separation of Church and State. "But it
should be a voluntary endeavor that the government stays out of." Continue.

Day of prayer excludes some, protesters say
Lauren Garrlsion, New Haven Register (New Haven, Connecticut), May 1, 2008

Hundreds of thousands of people are expected to gather today at sites across the country for the National
Day of Prayer, as they have for at least the past 50 years.
But this year, a coalition of national and regional organizations as well as several hundred individual
religious leaders are fighting to make the day inclusive of people of all faiths.

The effort is being spearheaded by Jews on first, an organization that works to defend the First
Amendment. The group’s goal for this year is to convince governors not to issue proclamations for the day,
which they believe has been "hijacked" by evangelical Christians. Continue.

National Day Of Prayer Showcases Intolerant Religious Right Agenda, Says
Americans United

Government Officials Should Not Promote Dobson Prayer Task Force Events, Church-State
Watchdog Group Says
News release, Americans United for the Separation of Church and State, April 25, 2008

Intolerant Religious Right groups are dominating observance of the National Day of Prayer and
government officials should refuse to lend them support, says Americans United for Separation of Church
and State.
The congressionally mandated NaUonal Day of Prayer scheduled for Hay I this year has been largely
hijacked by the Religious Right and is being used as an oppor~Jnity to promote a far-right religious-
political agenda.
"In many cases, this event Is more about politics than prayer," said the Rev. Barry W. Lynn, executive
director of Americans United. "It’s Just another excuse for the Religious Right to attack church-state
separation." Continue.

~ Evangelicals ’Hijacked’ Day of Prayer, Critics Accuse

Crosswalk.corn, April 28, 2008. (Full text)
The Chris~dan Post reports that non-christian cdtics are accusing evangelicals of taking over the upcoming
National Day of Prayer, which they complain excludes other religions. "The National Day of Prayer has
been hl~ackedl" declares Jews on First on its Web site. "What began as President Truman’s declaration of a
National Prayer Day for all Americans Is now excluding and dividing us on religious lines." The 571h annual
National Day of Prayer is on May ! this year. The theme is: "Prayer! America’s Strength and Shield," based
on Psalm 28:7.

Jews on First specifically protests against the applicaUon to be a NDoP coordinator: "The volunteers who
organize the events.., are required to pledge that they will only Invite Christian clergy to officiate. The
volunteers themselves have to ... make a statement of faith that Is very narrowly drawn so that only a
conservative evangelical Christian would be comfortable doing it," said Jane Hunter, co-director of Jews on
First. Continue.

Evangelicals ’Hijacked’ Day of Prayer, Critics Accuse
Jennifer Riley, Christian Pos~ April 25 2008
Non-Christian critics are accusing evangelicals of taking over the upcoming NaUonal Day of Prayer, which
they complain excludes falthfuls from other religions.
"The National Day of Prayer has been hijackedl" declares Jews on FIrs~ on its Web site. "What began as
President Truman’s declaration of a National Prayer Day for all Americans is now excluding and dividing us
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on religious lines."
Hillions of Americans are expected to gather at tens of thousands of prayer events naUonwide for the 57th
annual National Day of Prayer on Hay 1. The theme this year is "Prayer! America’s Strength and Shield"
and is based on Psalm 28:7: "The Lord is my strength and shield; my hear~ trusts in Him and ! am
helped." Continue.

Jewish group says the Christian right has appropriated National Day of Prayer

Bruce Tomes, The Dallas Morning News Religion 8log, April 25, 2008

Jews on First, a liberal group created In 2005 "to oppose the growing strength of the ChrtsUan right," Is
complaining that the National Day of Prayer (May 1) has been hijacked by the evangelical right.

"What~ began as President Truman’s declaration of a National Prayer Day for all Americans is now excluding
and dividing us on religious lines," the group said.

Here’s the story by Adelle Iq. Banks of Religion News Service. Continue.

REPORTS ON INCLUSIVE~ ALTERNATIVE N DP OBSERVANCES

INTERFAITH ALLIANCE MAKES PRESENCE FELT AT NATIONAL DAY OF
PRAYER EVENT.

RON OROZCO, THE FRESNO BEE (FRESNO, CALIFORNIA), MAY 1, 2008

"IT’S NOT JUST A CHRISTIAN EVENT," MAYOR ALAN AUTRY SAID~ AND PEOPLE OF
SEVERAL FAITHS HAD THEIR CHANCE TO PRAY -- AND TALK -- AT THURSDAY’S
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER EVENT AT FRESNO CITY HALL.

AUTRY~ ONE OF THE SPEAKERS AT THE EVENT, INVITED PEOPLE IN THE AUDIENCE,
PARTICULARLY JEWS AND MUSLIMS, TO SPEAK. IT WAS THE FIRST TIME IN THE
EVENT’S 16 YEARS THAT THERE WAS AN OPEN MIKE.

KAMAL ABU-SHAMSIEH~ DIRECTOR OF THE ISLAMIC CULTURAL CENTER IN FRESNO,
SPOKE BRIEFLY IN ARABIC BEFORE PRAYING FOR GOD’S BLESSINGS PARTICULARLY
ON "THOSE WHO DON’T HAVE THE MEANS." CONTINUE.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER AT FRESNO CITY HALL

MIKE RHODES, SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA INDEPENDENT MEDIA CENTER, FlAY
2008

THE CONSERVATIVE POWER STRUCTURE IN FRESNO ATTEMPTED TO HAVE A
"CHRISTIAN ONLY" PRAYER SERVICE AT CITY HALL AS A PART OF THE NATIONAL
DAY OF PRAYER. THEIR EXCLUSIONARY EVENT WAS THWARTED WHEN MEMBERS OF
THE INTERFAITH ALLIANCE OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA SHOWED UP HOLDING SIGNS
SAYING ONE NATION/MANY FAITHS. SEE AND HEAR WHAT THE MAYOR, CITY
MANAGER~ POLICE CHIEF~ AND KAMAL ABU-SHAMSIEH OF THE ISLAMIC CULTURAL
CENTER HAD TO SAY IN THE VIDEOS BELOW.

MAYOR AUTRY SAID "I BELIEVE THE SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE IS GOOD~
BUT AS MAYOR I CAN NOT LEAVE OFFICE WITHOUT SAYING ONCE AGAIN THAT
.SEPARATION OF GOD FROM STATE IS NOTHING LESS THAN DISASTROUS."
CONTINUE.

TWO DAY OF PRAYER EVENTS HELD IN PLANO

THEODORE KIN, THE DALLAS ItfORNING NEWS, MAY 2, 2008

PIANO 1 A CITY-BACKED MULTICULTURAL GROUP AND A COLLECTION OF MOSTLY
CHRISTIAN CLERGY HELD DUELING PRAYER SERVICES HERE TODAY.

THE EVENTS, TO MARK A FEDERALLY-PROCLAIMED NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER~
FOLLOWED A DISPUTE OVER WHERE EACH GROUP COULD PRAY.

AT THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER, ROY FRADY OF PIANO’S WILLOWCREEK
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH LED A SERVICE WHERE CHRISTIAN CLERGY PRAYED FOR A
SERIES OF CITY SERVICES AND ENTITIES RANGING FROM THE COUNCIL TO THE
BUILDING AND PLANNING DEPARTMENT. CONTINUE.

FACES OF PRAYER
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GROUP HOLDS INTERFAITH SERVICE DURING LAWMAKERS’ ANNUAL EVENT
FORD TURNER~ THE PATRIOT-NEWS (HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA), MAY 7, 2008

THE QUESTION OF HOW TO PRAY FOR PENNSYLVANIA HAD TWO DIFFERENT
ANSWERS YESTERDAY MORNING.

ONE WAS INDOORS~ ONE WAS OUTSZDE. ONE WAS CHRISTIAN~ ONE INVOLVED
VARIOUS FAITHS.

AND ONE~ THE OUTDOOR INTERFAITH SERVICE~ WAS OFFERED AS AN ALTERNATIVE
TO THE OTHER~ THE ANNUAL COMMONWEALTH PRAYER BREAKFAST ORGANIZED BY
STATE LEGISLATORS. CONTINUE.

RELIGIONS. PRAY TOGETHER AT ’UNOFFICIAL’ SERVICE

.~AMES FULLER, DAILY HERALD (CHICAGO, T-LI.ZNOIS), MAY 2, 2008

A UNITED NATIONS OF RELIGIONS GATHERED TN NAPERVILLE THURSDAY NIGHT TO
3OZN TOGETHER IN A COMMON PURPOSE AND VOICE :N CELEBRATION OF THE
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER.

THE "UNOFFICIAL" SERVICE WAS CREATED THIS YEAR TO WELCOME RELIGIOUS
PERSPECTIVES BEYOND THE CONSERVATIVE CHRISTIAN MESSAGES THAT DOMINATED
MANY OTHER DUPAGE COUNTY PRAYER SERVICES THURSDAY.

UNITARIAN, JEWISH, MUSLIM, BUDDHIST, BAHA’I~ HINDU AND CHRISTIAN
FAITHFUL TOOK TURNS DELIVERING AND EXPLAINING PRAYERS WITH A SIMILAR
THEME. CONTINUE.

REPORTS & LISTINGS FOR SECTARIAN NDP
OBSERVANCES

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER: POLITICS OF FAITH

MARY WARNER, THE PATRIOT-NEWS, (HARRISBUR(;, PENNSYLVANIA), MAY 2,
2008

PRAYERS WERE RAISED THURSDAY FROM THE CAPITOL STEPS IN HARRISBURG FOR
A "WALL OF FIRE" PROTECTING U.S. SOLDIERS AND FOR A GOVERNMENT "STRONG
ON THE PRINCIPLES WE WERE FOUNDED ON."

WHISPERING "YES~ JESUS," THEIR HANDS LIFTED~ ABOUT 100 PEOPLE WERE LED
1N PRAYERS THAT ALSO SOUGHT GUIDANCE FOR BUSINESSES, THE MEDIA,
EDUCATION AND FAMILIES.

IT WAS THE ANNUAL NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER~ COORDINATED THIS YEAR IN
HARRISBURG BY I~ARCH FOR JESUS. CONTINUE.

TWO DAY OF PRAYER EVENTS HELD IN PLANO

THEODORE KIN, THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS, MAY 2, 2008

PLANO -- A CITY-SACKED MULTICULTURAL GROUP AND A COLLECTION OF MOSTLY
CHRISTIAN CLERGY HELD DUELING PRAYER SERVICES HERE TODAY.

THE EVENTS, TO MARK A FEDERALLY-PROCLAIMED NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER~
FOLLOWED A DISPUTE OVER WHERE EACH GROUP COULD PRAY.

AT THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER, ROY FRADY OF PLANO’S WILLOWCREEK
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH LED A SERVICE WHERE CHRISTIAN CLERGY PRAYED FOR A
SERIES OF CITY SERVICES AND ENTITIES RANGING FROM THE COUNCIL TO THE
BUILDING AND PLANNING DEPARTMENT. CONTINUE.

PRAYER RALLY SET FOR THURSDAY MORNING AT COURTHOUSE

RACHEL SNEDA, COLUNBZA MISSOURIAN (COLUNBZA~ MISSOURI), APRIL 30,
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2008

COLUMBIA m PRAYER IS EXPECTED TO DRAW HUNDREDS OF COLUMBIANS TO RALLY
AT THE BOONE COUNTY COURTHOUSE AT 11:30 THURSDAY MORNING. SIMILAR
EVENTS CENTERED AROUND PRAYER WILL HAPPEN ACROSS THE COUNTRY TODAY AS
PART OF THE 57TH ANNUAL NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER.

JEFFREY HUFFMAN, OF FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER AND THE COURTHOUSE RALLY
COORDINATORs SAID HE LOOKS FORWARD TO SEEING AREA CHURCHES COME
TOGETHER.

COLUMBIA PASTORS AND OTHERS WILL LEAD PRAYER AT THE RALLY, INCLUDING
FIRE BATTALION CHIEF JAMES WEAVER AND FIRST WARD COUNCILMAN PAUL
STURTZ. COL. JIM COYs A RETIRED MILITARY OFFICERs WILL BE LEADING A PRAYER
FOR THE TROOPS. CONTINUE.

CAMPUS MINISTRIES PREPARE FOR PRAYER

BRIANNA IVlURPHEY, EAST TENNESSEAN, A STUDENT NEWSPAPER OF EAST
TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY, APRIL 21, 2008

WHILE FOLLOWERS OF MANY DIFFERENT FAITHS SUBMIT PRAYERS TO SOME HIGHER
POWERs THE MAIN OBSERVERS OF THE NATIONAL DAYOF PRAYER AT ETSU WILL BE
CHRISTIAN.

WHILE THE FOCUS OF THE EVENT, SCHEDULED FOR NOON TO 1 P.M. THURSDAY AT
THE ETSU CARILLONs IS ON CHRISTIAN PRAYERs 1T IS OPEN TO PEOPLE OF ALL
FAITHSs SAID SUSAN ROGERSs A TECHNICAL CLERK IN THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE
WHO ORGANIZED THE CAMPUS OBSERVANCE.

THE FIRST NATIONAL OBSERVANCE OCCURRED IN 1952, AFTER THE RESOLUTION
WAS PASSED BY CONGRESS AND SIGNED INTO LAW BY PRESIDENT HARRY TRUMAN.
CONTINUE.

COMMUNITY TO GATHER FOR NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

BY LINDA ANDRADE RODRIGUES, STANDARD-TINES (MASSACHUSETTS SOUTH
COAST), APRIL 26, 2008

IN RECOGNITION THAT PRAYER HAS BEEN AND CONTINUES TO BE AN 1NTEGRAL
PART OF OUR NATION’S HISTORYs SOUTHCOAST RESIDENTS WILL GATHER
THURSDAY AT TOWN HALLSs ON CAMPUS AND IN A PRISON CHAPEL TO EXERCISE
THEIR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM BY GATHERING PUBLICLY TO WORSHIP AND PRAY FOR
OUR LAND. CONTINUE.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER BREAKFAST SPONSORED

RENNSELAER REPUBLICAN (RENSSELAER, INDIANA), APRIL 22, 2008

JASPER COUNTY COMMUNITY SERVICES WILL BE HOSTINGs FOR THE THIRD YEAR, A
BREAKFAST ANO PROGRAM ACKNOWLEDGING THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER. AT
7:30 A.M. MAY I A FREE BREAKFAST WILL BE OFFERED AT A SPECIAL MORNING
PROGRAM DESIGNATED TO HONOR THE 57TH ANNUAL NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER.

A BREAKFAST OF PANCAKESt SAUSAGEs BISCUITS AND GRAVYs JUICE AND COFFEE
WILL BE SERVED FROM 7:30 TO 8:15 A.M. MUSIC WILL BE PROVIDED BY "LESLIE
CALLAWAY ANO ROBIN SPITTERS" BEGINNING AT 7:30 A.M. SOLOIST, KATHY
BLAHNIK WILL ALSO BE SHARING SONG SELECT’IONS DURING THE PROGRAM.
CONTINUE.

LOCAL EVENTS WILL MARK NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

BY TON LAVlS, TRIBUNE DENOCRAT (JOHNSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA), APRIL 25,
2008

INSTEAD OF THE TYPICAL LINEUP OF GUEST SPEAKERSs ORGANIZERS OF THE 57TH
ANNUAL NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER ARE CALLING UPON THE COMMUNITY TO COME
TOGETHER FOR A RELAXED GATHERING TO COMMUNE WITH GOD.
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THE HOUR-LONG EVENT WILL BEGIN AT NOON THURSDAY NEAR THE CENTRAL PARK
GAZEBO IN DOWNTOWN JOHNSTOWN.

THE THEME IS "PRAYER| AMERICA’S STRENGTHAND SHIELD" AND IS BASED ON

PSALM 28:7, WHICH STATES: "THE LORD IS MYSTRENGTH AND SHIELD; MY HEART

TRUSTS IN HIM AND I AM HELPED." CONTINUE.

COLLECTIVE PRAYER IN STADIUMS AND CITY HALLS

BY TIN TOWNSEND, ST. LOUIS DISPATCH, APRIL 26, 2008

ORGANIZED~ COLLECTIVE PRAYER HAS BECOME POPULAR IN RECENT YEARS, AND IN
THE FIRST TWO WEEKS OF MAY, SOME ST. LOUIS CHRISTIANS WILL TAKE PART IN
TWO LARGE PRAYER EVENTS.

THE FIRST IS THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER, WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE THURSDAY
- MOSTLY AROUND CITY HALL FLAGPOLES - ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER, WHICH IS HELD ANNUALLY ON THE FIRST
THURSDAY OF MAY, WAS CREATED IN 1952 BY THE U.S. CONGRESS ANO SIGNED
INTO LAW BY PRESIDENT HARRY TRUMAN, ACCORDING TO THE NATIONAL DAY OF
PRAYER TASK FORCE WEBSITE.

ITS MISSION IS "MOBILIZING THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY TO INTERCEDE FOR
AMERICA AND ITS LEADERSHIP IN THE SEVEN CENTERS OF POWER: GOVERNMENT,
MILITARY, MEDIA, BUSINESS, EDUCATION, CHURCH AND FAMILY."

THE GATEWAY NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER ORGANIZERS HAVE PLANNED SEVERAL
EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE AREA. MIDDAY EVENTS THURSDAY WILL BE HELD IN THE
ST. LOUIS CITY HALL ROTUNDA, THE ST. CHARLES OLD COURT HOUSE, ARNOLD
CITY HALL AND 28 LOCATIONS IN ST. LOUIS COUNTY. THE ORGANIZERS ALSO
PLANNED REGIONAL EVENTS THURSDAY EVENING, INCLUDING WORSHIP AND PRAYER
UNDER THE ARCH. CONTINUE.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER IS THURSDAY

BY RICHARD VARA, HOUSTON CHRONICLE, APRIL 2.~r 2008

SUZETTE CALDWELL EXPECTS MORE THAN 3,000 PEOPLE TO GATHER DOWNTOWN
THURSDAY AT JONES PLAZA TO SING, PRAY AND - MAYBE - DANCE.

SIMILAR GATHERINGS WILL BE HELD IN OTHER CITIES AND CHURCHES MARKING
THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

"I WHOLEHEARTEDLY EXPECT HOUSTON TO BENEFIT FROM THE PEOPLE OF HOUSTON
COMING TO PRAY IN A UNIFIED FASHION," SAID CALDWELL, HEAD OF THE KINGDOM
BUILDERS PRAYER INSTITUTE, A NONPROFIT GROUP DEDICATED TO PRAYING. "I
THINK WE WILL SEE RESULTS IN THE DAYSr WEEKS AND YEARS TO COME."
CONTINUE.

CHURCHES HOSTING EVENTS FOR NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

BY CHRISTOPHER ORTIZ, THE GREELEY TRIBUNE (COLORADO), APRIL 26, 2008

GREELEY CHURCH GROUPS WILL HOST A SERIES OF EVENTS TO COMMEMORATE
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER ON THURSDAY.

THIS YEAR, THE FOCUS OF PRAYER WILL BE ON SEVEN POINTS OF INFLUENCE IN
AMERICA: GOVERNMENT, MILITARY, MEDIA, BUSINESS, EDUCATION, CHURCH ANO
FAMILY. THIS YEAR’S THEME 1S "PRAYER, AMERICA’S STRENGTH AND SHIELD"
FROM PSALM 28:7, WHICH STATES: "THE LORD IS MY STRENGTH AND SHIELD; MY
HEART TRUSTS IN HIM AND I AM HELPED."

STARTING OFF, PEOPLE OF ALL CHRISTIAN FAITHS ARE INVITED FOR AN
OBSERVANCE FROM 11 A.M. TO 1 P.M. AT THE WELD COUNTY CENTENNIAL CENTER
PLAZA, AT THE CORNER OF 9TH AVENUE AND 9TH STREET. CONTINUE.

FROM THE CHRISTIAN RIGHT
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FOCUS ON THE FAMILY ADVERTISEMENT FOR WASHINGTONt DC
EVENT

FOCUS ON THE FA~4ILY ENAIL RECEIVED ON APRIL 24, 2008

ON THE FAMILY EMAIL STATES: "THE
DAY OF PRAYER IS CELEBRATING 57 YEARS,

AND FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, WILL BE BROADCAST
LIVE FROM OUR NATIONS CAPITOL ON MAY 1, 2008.
AS A PROUD MEDIA PARTNER OF THE NATIONAL DAY
OF PRAYER TASK FORCE, GOD TV WILL AIR THE

PROGRAM LIVE IN ITS ENTIRETY ON DIRECTV, CHANNEL 365. THIS SPECIAL EVENT
WILL BEGIN AT 12:00 NOON AND CONCLUDE AT 3:00 P.M. (EASTERN)."

THE EMAIL LISTS AS SPEAKERS FOCUS ON THE FAMILY HEAD DR. JAMES DOBSON,
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER TASK FORCE CHAIR SHIRLEY DOBSON, SECRETARY OF
STATE CONDOLEEZA RICE ("PENDING") AND OTHERS. PLEASE CLICK HERE TO SEE
THE AD SAVED AS A PDF OOCUMENT.

TASK FORCE HONORARY CHAIR ATTACKED FROM RIGHT OVER
"INCLUSIVE" PRAYER OMITTING MENTION OF JESUS

SUMMARY BY .~EWSONFIRST.ORO, APRIL 2,~, 2008

ON APRIL 24 CHRISTIAN TALK SHOW HOST INGRID SCHLUETER ISSUED A
STATEMENT THAT DR. RAVI ZACHARIAS, "THE 2008 HONORARY CHAIRMAN OF THE
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER" (SO DESIGNATED BY THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
TASK FORCE) HAD POSTED A PRAYER LACKING REFERENCE TO JESUS ON THE
"OFFICIAL NDP WEBSITE." SCHLUETER WROTE THAT THE TASK FORCE HAD TOLD
HER THAT THE OMISSION WAS TO AVOID OFFENDING JEWS. SHE TERMED IT A
"BETRAYAL OF JESUS CHRIST."

SINCE HER POSTING, SCHLUETER HAS BEEN DISCUSSING THE ISSUE ON HER BLOG.
SHE HAS ALSO RESPONDED TO A MOTHER JONES BLOG POSTING ABOUT THE TASK
FORCE AND HER ATTACK ON ZACHARIAS.

ASHAMED OF JESUS AT THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

NEWS RELEASE, INGRID SCHLUETER, CROSSTALK RADIO TALK SHOW, VCY
AFIERICA RADIO NETWORK VIA CHRISTIAN NEWSWIRE, APRIL 24, 2008

MEDIA ADVISORY, APRIL 24 /CHRISTIAN NEWSWIRE/ -- THE 2008
HONORARY CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER, DR. RAVI ZACHARIAS,
IS REFUSING TO PRAY IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST IN HIS PRAYER POSTED ON
THE OFFICIAL NDP WEBSITE. DR. ZACHARIAS’ PRAYER CAN BE READ HERE. A
RECEPTIONIST WITH THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER IN COLORADO SPRINGS
STATED THAT THE HONORARY CHAIRMAN’S PRAYER DOES NOT INCLUDE THE NAME
OF JESUS SO AS NOT TO OFFEND THE JEWISH PARTICIPANTS IN THE EVENT, AND
THAT OTHERS ARE FREE TO PRAY IN JESUS NAME IF THEY DESIRE. CONTRAST THAT
BETRAYAL OF JESUS CHRIST WITH THE FAITHFULNESS OF THE FIRST MARTYR, THE
APOSTLE STEPHEN, WHO DIED IN A HAIL OF STONES FOR HIS FEARLESS PREACHING
OF CHRIST CRUCIFIED TO THE JEWISH RELIGIOUS LEADERS OF HIS DAY.

BANNING JESUS: WHAT A "JUDEO-CHRISTIAN" PRAYER SERVICE
LOOKS LIKE

INGRID SCHLUETER, SLICE OF LAODICEA BLOG~. APRIL 26 AND EARLIER 2008

I RECEIVED THIS EMAIL FROM A READER THIS MORNING. IF WE TRULY LOVE THE
JEWISH PEOPLE AND THEIR SOULS, WE CAN NEVER PUT JESUS AWAY IN THE CLOSET
TO APPEASE THEM. JESUS SAID THAT HE ALONE IS THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND THE
LIFE. NOBODY CAN COME TO THE FATHER, EXCEPT THROUGH HIM. HERE’S THE
EMAIL.

THANK YOU FOR KEEPING EVERYONE INFORMED ON WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH THE
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER. I HAVE EMAILED RAVI’S MINISTRY INFORMING THEM
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HOW FAR WE HAVE FALLEN IF WE WILL NOW DENY OUR SAVIOR JESUS IN FRONT OF
MEN. CONTINUE.

FROM THE WEBSITE OF THE NDP TASK FORCE

WHAT IT TAKES TO BECOME A COORDINATOR

A SIMPLE APPLICATION WITH CONTACT DATA AND STATEMENT OF FAITHs
CONFIRMING YOUR COMMITMENT TO CHRIST IS ALL THAT’S NEEDED TO GET YOU ON
THE WAY TO BECOMING A NDP TASK FORCE VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR. NATIONAL
DAY OF PRAYER TASK FORCE COORDINATORS

OFFICIAL POLICY STATEMENT ON PARTICIPATION OF "NON-JUDEO-
CHRISTIAN" GROUPS IN THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER:

THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER TASK FORCE WAS A CREATION OF THE NATIONAL
PRAYER COMMITTEE FOR THE EXPRESSED PURPOSE OF ORGANIZING AND
PROMOTING PRAYER OBSERVANCES CONFORMING TO A JUDEO-CHRISTIAN SYSTEM
OF VALUES. PEOPLE WlTH OTHER THEOLOGICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL VIEWS AREs OF
COURSEs FREE TO ORGANIZE AND PARTICIPATE IN ACTIVITIES THAT ARE
CONSISTENT WITH THEIR OWN BELIEFS. THIS DIVERSITY IS WHAT CONGRESS
INTENDED WHEN IT DESIGNATED THE DAY OF PRAYERs NOT THAT EVERY FAITH AND
CREED WOULD BE HOMOGENIZEDt BUT THAT ALL WHO SOUGHT TO PRAY FOR THIS
NATION WOULD BE ENCOURAGED TO DO SO IN ANY WAY DEEMED APPROPRIATE. IT
1S THAT BROAD INVITATION TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE THAT LEDs 1N OUR CASEs TO
THE CREATION OF THE TASK FORCE AND THE JUDEO-CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES ON
WHICH IT 1S BASED. ABOUT THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER TASK FORCE

HOW TO ADOPT-A-LEADER

IT IS SO IMPORTANT TO ENCOURAGE AND PRAY FOR THOSE WHO GOVERN US.
HERE’S SOME WAYS TO ADOPT-A-LEADER (A KIT IS ALSO AVAILABLE FROM OUR
STORE).

FIRSTt CHOOSE A LEADER GOD LAYS ON YOUR HEART. YOU MAY WATCH YOUR LOCAL
NEWSPAPER OR NEWS ON TELEVISION OR LOOK AT THE SITES BELOW. ASK THE
LORD’S DIRECTION 1N CHOOSING A LEADER. SOME PEOPLE TO PRAY FOR ARE
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALSs POLICE OFFICERSs TEACHERSs FIREFIGHTERSs AND
MILITARY PERSONAL.

HERE ARE SOME RESOURCES FOR FINDING GOVERNMENT LEADERS TO PRAY FOR:
ADOPT A LEADER (ON THE SCHOOLS PAGE)

DRIVE THRU HISTORY

THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYERs IN PARTNERSHIP WITH HISTORIAN DAVID
BARTON AND COLDWATER MEDIAs IS PROUD TO PRESENT DRIVE THRU HISTORY
AMERICAs A NEWs CUTTING’EDGEw MULTI’MEDIA CURRICULUM THAT TEACHES THE
HISTORY OF OUR NATION FROM A CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW. DISCOVER THE
CHARACTERs FAITH~ EXPERIENCES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF AMERICA’S FOUNDERS
AS THEY DEVELOPED THIS GREAT COUNTRY WHERE WE CAN WORSHIP~ WORKs
TRAVEL~ AND LIVE IN FREEDOMI- IN THIS ADVENTURE-FILLED TEACHING SERIESs
YOU’LL TRAVEL TO WASHINGTONs PHILADELPHIAs BALTIMORE AND VIRGINIA TO
LEARN ABOUT THE LIFE AND TIMES OF GEORGE WASHINGTONw BENJAMIN FRANKLIN~
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS~ ABIGAIL ADAMSt BENJAMIN BANNEKER~ AND MORE.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER TASK FORCE SCHOOLS, MAY 3, 3007

PO Box 33821, Washington DC 20033 I coordlnator@lnclusiveprayerday.org I 608.5~4.0203
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a urged to make Day of Prayer
Jewish Wodd
Beltway more inclusive
Sports by Adam Kredo
Mideast Report
Local News
National Staff Writer
Mideast
InFocus The country’s National Day of Prayer has been hi’a~ed by Christian evangelicals who
Obits pervert the event for sectarian purposes, according to aft intena~tn~a~l<"~orce~,~mprised
International of Christians and Jews.

To prevent that from occurring during this year’s May 7 celebration, the Interfaith
Alliance and Jews on First, a First Amendment defense group, last week sent a letter to
President Barack Obama demanding that he issue a presidential proclamation to help
open the event to "believers of all religions, as well as those who profess no religion,"
according to the group’s letter.

The coalition claims that "several years ago, the National Day of Prayer was taken over
by a group of religious exclusivists led by Shirley Dobson of Focus on the Family,"
according to the group’s letter.

That group, the National Day of Prayer Task Force, funded and run by Dobson, has
"totally co-opted" the holiday, Rev. Welton Gaddy, the president of the Interfaith
Alliance, said in an interview.

Because the task force labels its Web site as the "official" National Day of Prayer
domain, Gaddy believes that it creates a false impression that its celebrations are
nationally sponsored and government-endorsed.

Established by President Harry Truman in 1952, the National Day of Prayer takes place
on the first Thursday in May and asks that all Americans join in prayer or meditate in
their own way.

Beginning in 2001, the evangelical Task Force gained national prominence as former
President George W. Bush’s go-to group for the holiday. Both Dobson and her husband,
James, who founded Focus on the Family, have been invited to exclusive White House
events and seated close to the Bush family.

Moreover, says Jews on First’s Hunter, the task force could be violating the separation
of church and state by requiring coordinators of its events - for which local and federal
officials often issue proclamations - to sign a "statement of belief’ that includes
language such as, ’1 believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, his virgin birth, his
sinless life, his miracles."

"This clearly aligns a government-sponsored event with a particular Christian
denomination," the group writes in its letter to Obama.

Yet, the Task Force, a registered tax-exempt, nonprofit group, denies that it intentionally
misleads government officials and celebrants, and says the statement of belief is merely
an effort to be transparent.

While "governors from many states, countless mayors and local officials are often invited
to participate in events" Qrganized by the task force, Brian Toon, the group’s vice chair,
said in an e-mail statement via the group’s communication’s manager, that the group
does not "claim to be the official government sanctioned organizers" for the holiday.

Regarding the statement of belief, Toon said it is a way to ensure that those involved are
aware of the group’s religious orientation. "We have a statement so it is obvious to
potential volunteer coordinators who we are; so there are no misconceptions as to
whom they are aligning themselves with," Toon said.

The Task Force, he added, "has chosen to conduct events that reflect its Judeo-
Christian perspective on prayer," but "we don’t exclude [other faiths] from attending, nor
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do we discourage other faiths from holding their own events on this day."

The White House did not respond to an inquiry by press time on Tuesday.
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The Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty is all for prayer, hut says the
government should stay out of the way, Here’s a press release, timed to
tomorrow’s National Day of Prayer:

Baptist group says National Day of Prayer is misguided and unnecessary
Day of prayer more appropriately called for by pastors, rabbis and imams

WASHINGTON -- Congress’ official designation and the President’s predictable
proclamation of a National Day of prayer is misguided and unnecessaP/~ says
a Washington, D.C.-based church-state organization.

J. Brant Walker, executive director of the Baptist .loint Committee for
Religious LibertyI said "it is not the government’s job to tell the American
people what, where or when to pray or even if they should pray."

]n 1952~ Congress passed a joint resolution, signed by President Harry
Truman, setting aside one day a year for prayer. Since then, presidents have
proclaimed a day for prayer annually observed on the first Thursday of May.
The administration has announced President Obema will sign a proclamation
but will not hold an event this year.

’q31ere is nothing wrong with the American people getting together to pray on
a designated day, even public officials," Walker said. "In fact every day
should be a day of national prayer. President Obama, like others before him,
welcomes prayers for our country and its leadership. He has expressed his
personal appreciation for such support, and people of faith feel called to pray
for our country.

"The problem with the National Day of Prayer is that it is an official act of the
government urging citizens to engage in a religious exercise," Walker said.

Walker said people of faith do not require the government’s stamp of
approval for their religious practices.

"A day of prayer is more appropriately called for by pastors, rabbis and
imams among us -- not civil magistrates, Congress, or even an American
president."

Comments
Posted by Alan @ 10:53 AM Wed, Hay 06~ 2009

amen~ The whole idea of a government sponsored prayer service creeps me
out, Our forefathers and mothers who lived and died for seperation of church
and state are flipping in ther graves.

report as abusive

Posted by JC @ 11:25 AH Wed, May 06, 2009

There is no separation of church and state, our fore-fathers publicly and
prlvate~y proclaimed and quoted from the Scriptures and prayer was and !
believe still is held each morning to open up Congress....what America needs is
more prayer, from the head to the tail - God will not be mocked, what a nations
sows it will reap and judgment is already upon America and we have no-one to
blame but ourselves.

report as abusive

Posted by Blake @ 11:40 A~I Wed, Play 06, 2009

! don’t think anyone has to worry about Obama going on a bible crusade
anytime soon. ! don’t understand why religious groups are all of a sudden for
separation. Its great, don’t get me wrong. !t just seems ingenuine on the part
of religious groups.

report as abusive
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I’m wondering if inaction would’ve had a bigger backlash.

Posted by 1Hike 3 @ 11:48 AH Wed, Hay 06~ 2009

] think America would do a whole lot better if more religious leaders had such a
sensible attitude. Attempts in recent decades by the religious right to impose
one or the other form of Christianity on the rest of the nation have been tearing
this country apart.

report as abusive

Posted by basementfrog @ 11:57 AM Wed, May 06, 2009

I really don’t mind the idea of a National Day of Prayer being officially
established where everyone is given a day off and all stores and shops are
closed. Only churbes would be open -- all churches. But keep it out of the White
House.

A little thing called separation of church and state. And let’s keep it that way.
report as abusive

Posted by basementfro~ @ 11:58 AM Wed~ Nay 06, 2009

Tl~e Daily Frog says,

I really don’t mind the idea of a National Day of Prayer being officially
established where everyone is given a day offand all stores and shops are
closed. Only churhes would be open -- all churches. But keep it out of the White
House.

A little thing called separation of church and state. And let’s keep it that way.
report as abusive

Posted by Subhash Durlabhji @ 12:01 OH Wed, Hay 06, 2009

Nothing wrong with the government urging citizens to make room for reflection
and solitude in their daily routine, but a "day" for prayer is quite the wrong
strategy -- like "Mother’s Day", it signals that you can ignore your Morn for the
whole year as long as you remember her on her "day".

report as abusive

Posted by 3;~me= Davis @ 12:O4 PM Wed~ May 06, 2009

3C~ you’re embarressingly wrong. Regardless of our forefathers’ individual
religious affiliations (or lack thereof), they made it a point to NOT repeat old
Europe’s mistake of intertwining church and state. The very phrase "separation
of church and state" was coined by Thomas .~efferson, when explaining the
Establishment and Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment. This phrase
also appears in several states’ constitutions. You might also read Article 6 of the
U.S. Constitution~ while you’re at it. You’ll find that our Constitution mentions
religion oniy when mandating that church and state stay out of each others
business.

report as abusive

Posted by randy @ 12:06 PPl Wed~ Hay 06~ 2009

We are being forced to accept sin and immorality yet offended by a prayer. We
need separation of bedroom and state. What one does in the bedroom is purely
and simply choice. One can choose not to have sex regardless of disposition or
"orientation". Sexual orientation refers to ones preference in the bedroom and
is not the subject of polite conversation or spoken about on the job. It should
not be spoken about in politics and certainly not considered some kind of civil
right.

How does one test for "gay~. Does the State take someone’s word for it when
they claim to be disabled? A blood test can determine male or female. DNA can
determine race, Why should someone who claims to be something have the
Hght to change thousands of years of moral beliefs and traditions.

report as abusive

Posted by alan jacobs @ 12:08 PH Wed, Hay 06. 2009

Many countries in the middle east are very religious and are led in prayer my
their leaders every day ; Afganistan, [ran, Iraq, Pakistan. Their devotion to God
is so strong that the word of God has become the basis of civil ~aws, and justice.
Family values are so strong that women stay at home with the family and
remain modestly dressed. And their evangelism is INDEED spreading the word
like a mighty sword or rocket propelled grenade. Yes, that’s where Dubya
headed us. God is Great !
p.s. Please read the prayer of St. Francis of Assisi if you REALLY want to
understand God’s message.

report as abusive

Posted by JP @ 12:13 PH Wed, May 06, 2009

"Posted by )C @ 11:2S AM Wed, May 06, 2009
There is no separation of church and state, our fore-fathers publicly and
privately proclaimed and quoted from the Scriptures and prayer was and I
believe still is held each morning to open up Congress..,.what America needs is
more prayer, from the head to the tail - God wil! not be mocked, what a nations
sows it will reap and judgment is already upon America and we have no-one to
blame but ourselves."

Another self-contradicting shibboleth from a supposed pro-American Christian,
who stands firmly against everything that both the US Constitution and the
teachings of Jesus Christ stood for: democratic government by consent of the
governed on the one hand; unconditional love and forgiveness through the
grace of Jesus Christ on the other.
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I, as a devout liberal and a devout Christian, respect and defend your right to
say, believe and do as you wish, so long as you understand and accept the
responsibility of both your citizenship and your theology. We all reap as we
sow; sinners and saints, liberals and conse~’vatives, I do not fear my final
judgement. Yours is ultimately up to you.

report as abusive

Posted by Don @ 12:17 PM Wea, May 06, 2009

Blake, the Baptist Joint Committee has been speaking out against government
sponsored prayers like the National Day for more than 70 years. Sadly, the
efforts of conservative Baptists since 1980 have made you think that this is a
new opposition or marks a shift in thinking. Nothing could be further from the
truth! Separation is the true Baptist heritage.

report as abusive

up Congress"

baptised in a baptist church).

the church.

"America! [Heck] yeahllH"
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Pharisees... (and perhaps even Sadducees).

serpent, the likeness of Christ. The church should not be fashioned according to
this age. The blood of Christ, which simultaneously fulfilled the law and

before you disagree with anything in this paragraph)

yours.
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and many were free-thinkers or deists or wacky 18th century amalgams that
none of us today would recognize as orthodox in any way.

Rod:

The country wasn’t founded as a "Christian country." That’s simply untrue. If
young America took on a Christian hue it was because most Europeans who
came here were Christians. But it is undeniable that the founding documents
protect us against any religion mandated by the state, regardless of the type.
Thank God for that, especially these days! Please read the constitution, the
declaration, and the writings of Thomas Jefferson, and throw away the
revisionist trap that you have obviously been fed, given your outlandish
understanding Of American politics and governance.

The other thing is this: "absolute power corrupts absolutely," to repeat a
famous quote. Why do you Christians want earthly power so much, huh? It’s
chilling. Why don’t you instead go about the business of your supposed Lord,
feeding the hungry and taking care of the elderly and the sick, rather than
spending all your time and energy trylng to figure out how to put the
government in your pocket? When you do that, it makes you look like a bunch
of big, fat hypocrites to the rest of the world, and then you have no impact
whatsoever on the woHd you are supposedly there to help "save," not
Christianize through governmental force.

Finally, do you like fish stix?
report as abusive

Posted by Tama$o Fan @ 3:31 PH Wed~ Hay 06, 2009

As person and as Christian, I don’t want "earthly powers". I just enjoy the
freedoms that we have living in the USA and I don’t want government
controlling my life and taxing me to submit to them.
Also I find it interesting that Obama doesn’t invite praying Christians to the
White House, but he invites Gay "families*. I love everyone, including you and
gays, but I’m not going to honor there gay lifestyle when it hurts our country
and wig uRimately hurt them.

report as abusive

Posted by C, Copelimd @ 5:28 PN Wed, May 06, 2009

Haybe these Christians feel this way because *they’ve actually read their
Bibles*?

Matthew

"And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand
and pray in the synagogues and at the street comers, so that they may be seen
by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever you
pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.",

Well, it looks like we can safely assume which side of this debate Jesus Christ
would be on.

report as abusive

Just say "NO" to government mandated prayers!
report as abusive

Posted by Syndl Long @ 8:44 AM Thu~ Nay 07, 2009

The Constitution clearly states that the Governement can not declare a National
Religion. Simply put, we can not be forced to be part of a particular
denomination or a particular religion.
People seem to get confused in thinking that the Government can not say
anytiog, or do anything, or display anything ever( like the 10 Commandments)
that has to do with God.
Wrong!
]t says nothing about the gevernemnt being or not being a part of anything to
do with religion or God. It just can not force us all to be Cetholic or Baptist or
Jewish, etc.. This country was partly founded on God’s basic principles and
commandments. Nothing wrong with that. NO matter what religion you are, or,
if you are no religion at all, We need to follow the laws of being decent human
beings; we should all not kill, not steal~ not commit adultery etc etc.
The Constitution does not say that the Government can not acknowledge,
recognize or respect people’s belief in God or a higher power. We may not all be
Christian, or Jewish Or any part~:ular religion but the majority of Americans do
pray and believe in a Creator.

report as abusive

Posted by Down with the Christian Tallb~n @ 10;56 AM ThtJ, May 07, 2009

Syndi:

It’s a little more complicated than that. It’s not just that the government cannot
force us to become Christians or Jews or Muslims, etc, although that is part of
it, A government employee also cannot use his/her position to promote certain
religious practices or beliefs. Think of examples like this: What if a Muslim judge
decides to force all women he sees in his courtroom to wear burkas, or offers up
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prayers to Allah on behalf of the state? Christians, Jews and atheists would all
join in unison to remove the offending judge, and very few would agree with his
dght to impose his narrow precepts on the general public.

Yes, you have freedom to believe what you want~ but you do not have the
freedom to use a government position to try to spread your belief or reward
others for believing it. Here’s another example. A teacher is a state employee.
She may have a bible in her desk, she may even read It to berseif during her
breaks while in the school. She may even discuss Christianity or theological
issues in an objective manner if they come up in social studies or English class -
or science. But she may not give extra credit for students who come to her after
school bible study, and she may not read her bible to the class devotionally.
And that’s a good thing. How anyone would want that is beyond me. All it
should take is for a Christian to reflect on how they wou~d like it if their precious
Johnny were to be subjected to Huslim prayers and scripture from the Koran
every morning in 1st period.

1952 - ~Under God" added to the Pledge Of allegence

Comments:

http://re~igi~nb~~g~da~~asnews~c~m/archives/2~~9/~5/baptist-gr~up-n~t-keen-~n-g~ve~html8/4/2009
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Tell a friend

Donate

defending the First Amendment against the Christian right ..

Jews On First!
Email sign-up ... because if lows don’t spe~h out, they~l thinb we don’t mind

]~ Hay day’s actlviUes is here.4, 2007. Coverage of the

National Day of Prayer Proves to Be a Subsidiary of Focus on the Family
[ !,, ~-~’,~r~.’~. ] Focus on the Family leader mounts attack on New York governor to force him to

(" web ~

j Major figures on the Christian
~’~’~[~(~l~z~ ~a~l [ R~ht are pu.lng out all the

stops to simulate an official,
government-endorsed national
prayer day scheduled for
Thursday, ~ay 3tO.

Focus on the Family, regarded
as the nation’s most powerful
religious right group, effectively
controls the day’s events,
according to news reports and
interfaith non-profits.

On Monday, Focus on the
Family Chairman James Dobson
thanked his followers for
successfully badgering New
York Governor Eliot Spitzer into
becoming the 50th governor to
sign a proclamation for the
National Day of Prayer.

EXHIBIT

5’/

Dobson’s wife chairs the self
appointed National Day of
Prayer Task Force. The group is organizing prayer events in and near official buildings and schools to give
the impression of government-endorsed religion. Interlinked websltes promoting this year’s event (listed on
the task force home page pictured here) also include web pages on evangelizing military personnel. We’ve
provided examples and links at the end of this report.

One of the interlinked websites operated by the pseudo-official Presidential Prayer Team promotes a
"National Observance" from Washington DC, bidding the public to: "~]oin with us as we celebrate America’s
56th annual National Day Of Prayer from our nation’s capitol." James Dobson will be one of the presenters.

Purposeful exclusion of other faith traditions
According to the ~.x_a~.F_[e~d~m__N¢~_wo_r~, whose educational fund produced a research report on the
prayer day in 2005, the task force is "essentially an arm of James Dobson’s Focus on the Family" and the
events it sponsors "purposefully exclude participation by people of other faith traditions."

In a statement issued last week the Texas Freedom Network warned that the task force -- "sometimes with
the tacit approval and support of elected local and national officials - uses the day to promote ’culture war’
battles that divide, rather than unite, our nation."

Indeed, the task force requires coordinators of local prayer day events to sign an explicitly Christian
statement of faith "confirming your commitment to Christ."

Both the Salt Lake Tribune and the Colorado Springs Gazette report that non-Christians participants have
been turned away from events. The Gazette interviewed a woman who says she is no longer allowed to be
an coordinator because she invited people of other faiths to participate in an event she organized.

The National Day of Prayer Task Force website has a dlsmissive item entitled "Official Policy Statement on
Participation of ’Non-Judeo-Christlan’ groups in the National Day of Prayer." The "official" policy is that
these "non" religious groups should organize their own, presumably unofficial events.

Focus On the Family attack on Governor Spitzer
The appending of "Judeo" like a fig leaf over sectarian, right-wing evangelical Christianity, is particuledy
insolent in light of James Dobson’s harassment campaign against New York Governor Eliot Spitzer.
Dobson’s message about Spitzer had a distinctly anti-Jewish edge.

On April 27, Dobson emalled his supporters and posted on his CltizenLink website this message:

We want to make you aware of a slap in the face the governor of New York has delivered to
people of Faith all a~ross the country.

Gov. Eliot Spitzer - who Just a few days ago promised to sign a bill to legalize same-sex
marriage in his state, should one land on his desk - apparently has refused to sign a

ATTACKS ON
CHURCH -STA~
SEPARATION

Chrtstocrats
build rnHitar~
¯ , n~oht

Ga~ernm~nt-
sponsored

faith-b;’~d "
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HOME

ATTACKS
CHURCH -STATE

SEPARATION

proclamation supporting Thursday’s observance of the NaUonal Day of Prayer. The governors of
the other 49 states have already issued such proclamations, acknowledging the need for
America tO unite in prayer. HOW arrogant that the governor of New York, which was the target
of the viCiOUS and unprovoked attacks on 9/11, does not believe the people of his state need
divine guidance and protection.

Won’t you take a minute or two - no matter what state you live in - to let Gov. Spltzer know
what you think about his refusal to acknowledge the NaUonal Oay of Prayer? Remind him that
this country was founded as a Christian nation - and he will insult and offend millions if he
continues down the path he is on.

G/tY & LESS!/~N , f.loderate ...... -~,,..i ^, ~,~ ,~ltnious right’s takeover of the event. Among the critics is t
CIVI~ R;GHTS ..... in prayer gay even~

Intarfaith Alllanca which represents mainstream faith tradIUons.
is

"For Focus on the Family to claim that its website Is the official website of the National Day of Prayer
highly irresponsible," said the alliance’s spokesman William Blake. "Could you imagine if the Sierra C~ub

A’n’&CKS ON claimed that Its webslte was the official webelta of Earth Day? The American people
PUBLIC ~ deserve to know the truth about this scheme."

EDUCATION
But the American people are unlikely to learn about the religious right’s takeover
because, to date, no national newspaper or network has exposed it. The Sa/t Lake
Tdbune published a story Friday about the exclusion of non-fundamentalist

~ the Focus on the Family-dominated National Day of Prayer Task Force.
I on Saturday the Gazette in Colorado Spdngs, where Focus on the Family is

ibesed, wrote in some detail about the takeover and noted the religious right political
agenda for which prayers were crafted.

l~,cce~slble extremism
Is not much mystery, should the national media come looking. The extremism of the groups

in and their agendas are immediately evident on web pages linking from the home page of thepertlclpat .g ............ # ...... "r-~k Force. The links on the lower right quarter of the page
"official weDslts"
go to:a network of websites showcasing other Christian Right groups.

; ~ ~ Host notable among these is the "Military Ministry" link found in the left margin of the Task Force’s military
i page, a few inches above the Oliver North link. t.lilltary Ftlnistry Is one of the many innocuously named

,~;. ~ ~ operations of Campus Crusade for Christ. (~ ro~.,_h._e~e_)

:̄~ O~os~N~ i
STEM’CELL: A click on the :~.!~_va_~ge~ks_m__~n~_D~ij~l~-hi~." m_~n_!!A~k~, brings Up a video In which the speaker says:

EARCH "    . M nist’s first strateg c object ves to Evangelize and D sc pie All Enlisted Members of the US
.~S , ~ " , " ~ Military ry ........ ~ ~..^k~=. ^ mertca with an anchor for the soul

.... ~ , ...... i We seek to roy de every unlrormea ~u- ~nu u=u~,,~.. ~f A:i~i ¯ ’~,~, ,: Military. P where new troops are
. ~ ~i~fii~-!!i~;: :i i. i ~’through Jesus Christ. This process begins at the recruit training bases...boot camps...

¯~’ ~ I Ink offers a curriculum with a Christian worldv ew" by David Barton, a relig pus right leader~:~ ..... i~’~!~ ~The schoo s ............... Th~ e.rhoolS ink also offers a kit to organize aarn-=~ that the US was rounaeo as a ~.nrlsuan .~uu. ........... ... ,
~.~ ^ro~ram which encourages children to pray for their polltlsa.

leaders.

, ::,: ;: : : :: ’ we have assembled quotes from some of those websites below.

THE 3EWS

National Day of Prayer Task Force
’ Turning a Day of Faith into a Rally for the Christian Right

V~)RKZNG FOR
Texas Freedom Network, April 2007

THE RETURN OF Although originally established by Congress in 1952 as a day of prayer for people of all faiths, In recent
PATRIARCHY years the National Day of Prayer has been co-opted by the religious right to advance a politicized, sectarian

agenda. This Is due In large part to a deceptive and deliberate strategy executed by the NaUonal Day of
~ Prayer Task Force, a private organization that explicitly excludes participation by any non-Christian group in

~ ~i’.~ its programs.
iNTRUDIng;~ ~?i; ’~ ..... h the HOP Task force has no recognized standing with any governmental body, ,.ts Web sit.e.bills

~tse, ~ u,,= v.,,,.~o..
’ ~. ~ ~:~ .~.~- ~-~ ~: : efforts at the , ate and local overnmentS.

~ ; b widespread endorsement in the media and, more alarmingly, .by st . . .g _evidenced y r oa o me ~exas~ ~ ~ ~.OflUOg~ reading this summary, which Indudas links to a 2005 report on the praye Y Y

iNTERV~XON ~ Freedom Network’s Educational Fund.
ABROAO

Day of Prayer: Our way or the highway?
Peggy Fletcher Stack, The Salt I~ke Tribune, April 27, 2007

Next week’s National Day of Prayer was once a symbol of American unity and faith in God that transcended
CHRISTIAN boundaries.
ZIONISTS

In recent years, though, the decadas-old tradition has become mired in divisions.

Across the nation, most celebrations are organized by and for evangelical Christians, with others choosing
to host alternaUve services. Believers from Muncle, Ind., to Oklahoma City to Troy, MIch., and Salt Lake
City have added more inclusive eventS, with participation across the spiritual spectrum.

htt~://www,iewsonfirst.org/l~.iacked day.html
8/12/2009
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The holiday began in 1775 when the Continental Congress asked Americans to pray for guidance as it was
trying to birth a nation. Abraham Lincoln called for a day of "humiliation, fasUng and prayer" in 1863.
Nearly a century later, Harry Truman made it an annual event, and in 1988, Ronald Reagan set aside the
first Thursday in Hay so citizens could join in worship across all religious boundaries. ~.

Day to Pray
National event set aside for all, but evangelicals play the lead role
Paul Asay, The Colorodo Springs Gazette, April 28, 2007

Anyone can pray. And most people do.

They pray in gratitude, in pain, in petition. They pray to sink that putt, pass that test, survive this day.
Some pray without knowing who they pray to, but they pray all the same.

The National Day of Prayer is about all that, but since its inception, it’s become something else, too: It’s
now as much about redstate values, about presidential proclamations, about Bible-reading marathons on
the Capitol steps. It’s a day where communion wine mingles with apple pie, and some wonder whether the
National Day of Prayer really encompasses all Americans.

"It’s become an exclusively evangelical event," said Victoria Helm, who is organizing a local multlfaith Day
of Prayer observation at Shove Chapel.

~ Americans Unite in Prayer
National Day of Prayer encourages families to honor God.

Stuart Shepard~ CltizenLInk.net; 14ay 3, 2007

As part of today’s National Day of Prayer (HOP), millions of Americans shared in a prayer written by Or.
Chuck Swindoll that recognizes the absolute sovereignty of God.

This year’s theme is America, Unite in Prayer. In his prayer that was heard nationally on Christian radio and
over the Internet, Swindoll acknowledged total dependence on God.

"Our need for Your forgiveness is constant," he prayed. "Our graUtude for Your grace is profound. Our love
for You is deep." ~

Focus on the Family’s emails on Governor Eliot spitzer

New York Governor Snubs National Day of Prayer
Refuses to sign proclamation.

Posted by FOCUS on the Family on April 27, preserved by 2ewsOnFlrsLorg

Text:

We want to make you aware of a slap in the face the governor of New York has delivered to
people of faith all across the country.

Gov. Eliot Spltzer - who just a few days ago promised to sign a bill to legalize same-sex
marriage in his state, should one land on his desk - apparently has refused to sign a
proclamation supporting Thursday’s observance of the National Day of Prayer. The governors of
the other 49 states have already issued such proclamations, acknowledging the need for
America to unite in prayer. How arrogant that the governor of New York, which was the target
of the vicious and unprovoked attacks on 9/11, does not believe the people of his state need
divine guidance and protection.

Won’t you take a minute or two - no matter what state you live in - to let Gov. Spitzer know
what you think about his refusal to acknowledge the National Day of Prayer? Remind him that
this country was founded as a Christian nation - and he will insult and offend millions if he
continues down the path he is on.

The original web-posting of Dobson’s email was removed on Honday and
replaced with the victory message below. We saved the original as a PDF,
which you can see hP,~r~.

New York Governor Changes Hind, Signs Prayer Proclamation
Reversal comes after Focus on the Family listeners call his offices.

FOCUS on the Family Cltlzenllnk.net, April 30, 2007

New York Gov. Eliot Spitzer has changed his mind and has signed a proclamation for the National Day of
Prayer. Continue

From the websites of the prayer-day promoters

What it takes to Become a Coordinator

A simple application with contact data and statement of faith, confirming your commitment to Christ is all
that’s needed to get you on the way to becoming a NDP Task Force volunteer coordinator. N#lt!o~#!_O#y_of
Prayer Task. Force Coordinators

Official Policy Statement on Participation of "Non-Judeo-Christlan" groups in the National
Day of Prayer:

The National Day of Prayer Task Force was a creation of the National Prayer Committee for the expressed
purpose of organizing and promoting prayer observances conforming to a .)udeo-ChrlsUan system of values.

http://www.jewsonfirst.org/hijacked_day.html 8/I 2/2009
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People with other theological and philosophical views are, of course, free to organize and participate in
activities that are consistent with their own beliefs. This diversity is what CongreSS intended when it
designated the gay of Prayer, not that every faith and creed would be homogenized, but that all who
sought to pray for this nation would be encouraged to do so in any way deemed appropriate. It is that
broad invitation to the American people that led, in our case, to the creation of the Task Force and the
~udeo-Chrtstian principles on which it is based. ~�~M~e~_~#~J~ln#!

How to Adopt-a-Leader
It is so important to encourage and pray for those who govern us. Here’s some ways to adopt-a-leader (a

kit is also available from our Store).

First, choose a leader God lays on your heart. You may watch your local newspaper or news on television or
look at the sites below. Ask the Lord’s direction in choosing ¯ leader. Some people to pray for are
government officials’ police officers, teachers, flreflghtars, and military personal ......

Here are some resources for finding government leaders to pray for: ~doot A Leader (on the schoo-li

Drive Thru History
The National Day of Prayer, in partnership with historian David Barton and Coldwater Media, is proud to
present Drive Thru History America, a new, cutting-edge, multi-media curriculum that teaches the history
of our nation f~om a Christian Worldvlew. Discover the character, faith, experiences and accomplishments
of America’s FounderS as they developed this great country where we can worShip, work, travel, and live in
freedom! In this adventure-filled teaching series, you’ll travel to Washington, Philadelphia, Baltimore and
¥1rglnla to learn about the life and times of George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, ~fohn Quincy Adams,
Abigail Adams, Benjamin Banneker, and more. !V~IL-~~~LFJ~’~G/s~!~ly- 3,

The Presidential Prayer Team
An organization associated with Billy Graham’S son Franklin, linked from the "official" task force
website
National days of prayer are nothing new in the United States. The first call to prayer came in 1775 when
the Continental Congress asked the colonies to pray for wisdom In forming the nation. In 1952, President
Truman signed a joint resolution by CongreSS declaring an annual national day of prayer. Then, in 1988, the
Truman law was amended and signed by President Reagan, permanently establishing the first ThurSday of
May as the National Day of Prayer.

Our country has been uniting in prayer on that day ever since. Now, with the nation as divided as ever
about the war In Iraq and with transitions of power fully underway in Congress, the President, our leaderS
and every man and woman in uniform need God’s guidance like never before. You can pray His presence
into their lives with your participation in the National Day of Prayer through The Presidential Prayer Team
Online Prayer Rally on Thursday, Hay 3.

You will partner throughout the day with Christians across the nation in this great, continuous prayer
meeting for our President, leaderS and troops. Unified prayer is powerful, "for where two or three come
together in my name, there am | with them." (Matthew 18:20)

See also: Research on the Presidential Prayer Team by SourceWatch, a project of the Center for Media and
DemocraCy. Sourcewatch notes in a 2004 report "the lack of any Information on the [PPT’s] site informing
viSitOrs that the organlzaUon is not sponsored or funded by the president or any agency of the federal
government." SourcaWatch says that the group "is a private foundation whose promotion is being handled
by The Envoy Group, a self-described ’new kind of Christian advertising agency.’" ~ for more.

Christian Leadership
Hilitary Ministry’s first strategiC objective is to Evangelize and Disciple All

~
Enlisted 14embers of the US Military. We seek to provide every uniformed son

and daughter of America with an "anchor for the soul through Jesus ~nrist. This
process begins at the recruit training bases ... boot camps ... where new troops
are transformed physically, mentally, and ideally ... spiritually.

We seek to not only Impact the Armed Forces in this way, but to also transform
our entire nation as we build values, character and Christian faith into these dear

ones who serve us at home and abroad. I~v_~!iS~

TnternaUonal Ministries
The same principles that apply to the ml,tary ministry in the United States are true in the militaries of
nations around the work as we seek to Change ConUnentS for Christ. Our goal is to transform nations of
the world through the militaries of the world. We seek to train, equip, and partner with indigenous leaders
to establish "sending platforms" in each region of the world.

httr~://www.iewsonfirst.org/hi.iacked day.html
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Gettysburg 2007 Summer Project (3une I - 3uiy 13)

Two and six week options. We’ll be giving tours of the museum and helping with weekend and weekday
Civil War Chapel Services. During the .July Reenactment, we31 participate as Agents for the US Christian
Commission (the 1800s version of I~lllttary I~tinistry) ... telling the story of faith and sharing the gospel as
we interact with the 20,000 plus tourists, pass out civil war gospel tracts, and conduct Civil War Chapels.
Ge~t~sbur~2OOZSumm~ ProJm:t

The Navigators Military Ministry

We envision a movement of thousands of courageous men and women passionately following Christ,
raprssanting Him in advancing the Gospel through relationships where they live, work, train for war, and
deploy. This movement includes men and women of all races and ranks, and permeates the military
community on and around every U.S. installation and foreign military around the world. _N~yjgp~or~
t411i~tY_l’f!nlsZtlt ...........

Coverage of National Day of Prayer Events

The scraenshot below is of a television news report by a station In the Oobson’s hometown, Colorado
Springs.

Dozens of Heads Were Bowed

Dana ~4ilb~nk, Washington Pos~ Nay 4, 2007

Let us pray.

Let us pray that, on next year’s National Day of Prayer, there is better attendance at the "Bible Reading
t4arethon" on the West Front of the Capitol.

Organizers put out 600 folding chairs on the lawn -- the spot where presidents are inaugurated -- and set
up a huge stage with powerful amplifiers. But at 9:30 a.m. yesterday, not one of the 600 seats was
occupied. By 11 a.m., as a woman read a passage from Revelations, attendance had grown -- to four
people. Finally, at 1 p.m., 37 of the 600 seats were occupied, though many of those people were tourists
eating lunch.

National Prayer Day marred by divisions

Peggy Fletcl~ar, Whittler Daily News (Whittler, California), April 3, 2007

Thursday’s National Day of Prayer was once a symbol of American unity and faith in God that transcended
boundaries. In recent years, though, the decades-old tradition has become mired in divisions.

Across the nation, most celebrations are organized by and for evangelical Christians, with others choosing
to host aRernattve services. Believers in ~luncle, lnd.; Oklahoma City; Troy, Mich.; Salt Lake City and more
have added more inclusive events, with participation across the spiritual spectrum.

The holiday began in 1775, when the Continental Congress asked Americans to pray for guidance as it was
trying to birth a nation. Abraham Lincoln called for a day of fasting and prayer in 1863. Nearly a century
later, Harry Truman made it an annual event, and in 1988, Ronald Reagan set aside the first Thursday in
I~tay so citizens could join in worship across all religious boundaries. Continue.

Mississippi Jurist encourages prayer at D.C. event

Aria Radela~. The Clarion-Ledger (~Tackson, Nlsstsslpl), ~fay 4, 2007
Iqississippi Supreme Court Justice Jim Smith came to Washington on Thursday to make "Judicial branch
remarks" at a National Day of Prayer event on Capitol Hill.

http://www.j ewsonfirst.org/hij acked_day.html 8/12/2009
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The event, held in a cavernous room at the Cannon House Office Building, had the feeling of a m,gious
revival and was aimed at encouraging Americans to prey.

Smith spoke about the importance of prayer in his life, especially after a bout with cancer and the death of
his first wife. He said "a prayer line with God gives people their strength."

Church, state get closer for a day
>Nearly 100 gather in Bel Air for National Day of Prayer observance

While noontime traffic rolled past on Main Street in Bel Air yesterday, a crowd of about 100 people gathered
in front of the Harford County Courthouse in small groupS. Clusters of strangers filled the courtyard, locking
arms with one another, eyes closed and heads bowed.

This was not the monthly assembly of peace demonstrators, the casual lunch bunch on a pleasant spr~ng
day, or the concert-goers at the town’s weekly First Friday events, all of whom convene regularly on the
courthouse grounds in the county seat. This group had come to pray and sing in voices that overcame the
din of cars, trucks and sirens. £GI1~.

Prayer day in Akron is divided
Christians gather at courthouse, interfaith group meets at church with different themes
displayed

Colette r4. Jenkins and Cawl Chancellor, Akro~ BeaCon-Journel~ ~4eF 04, 2007

M,llons of Americans came together across the nation on Thursday to pray and echo the theme " "America,
Unite in Preyer."

But in Akron, the 56th annual observance of National Day of Prayer was divided -- a christian-based event
drew about 150 people to the steps of the Summit County Courthouse downtown while an interfaith service
several blocks away at Church of the Master United Methodist Church on East Harket Street attracted more
than 50 people, including these of the Baha’i, Christian, Hindu, Islamic and Jewish faiths.

¯ "It’s lovely to see the diversity. It is truly the face of Amerlce," said Chloe Ann Kriska, executive director
of the Akron Area Association of Churches. "’ On National Day of Prayer, all people of all faiths are to come
together and pray in accordance with the way we are accustomed to praying. Muslims need not hide
Mohammed today and Christians need not hide Jesus today. If we deny who we are in our faith, tt leads to

the rumor mill and the rumor mill leads to the hate mill."

’Sim Shalom’ at national prayer day
jewish Telegraph~ Agency, Nat 4, 2007

The U.S. Army Chorus sang "Sire Shalom," the final prayer of the Amidah, at the National Day of Prayer at
the White House.

The chorus opened Thursday’s event with a rendition of the prayer that ends the Amldah, the most
common set of Jewish prayers, recited three times a day. The "SIm Shalom" prayer beseeches God for
peace.

President Bush addressed the event, and a number of U.S. senators were in attendance. Rabbi Michael
Siegel of Anshe Emet, a conservative congregation in Chicago, was among a number of cleriCs delivering
remarks. He recited Psalm 145, saying that it offered solace to President Abraham Lincoln during the U.S.

Civil War.

The original report is h~.

httl ://www.iewsonfirst.or -Jhij acked day.html
8/12/2009
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National Day of Prayer Under Attack
by Susan Bfinkrnann, OCDS

On this 57~ National Day of Prayer in the United States, while millions of
,~lericans are attending prayer gatherings around the country, representatives of other faiths are
protesting the "Christian slant" of the day and calling for more "inclusive" services.

According to Liberty Counsel, a non-profit legal organization dedicated to advancing religious
freedom, protests are erupting throughout the nation.

"Whenever God is mentioned in this society, controversy cannot be far behind," the Counsel said
in a recent statement. "Some groups like the pro-Muslim group, CAIR (Counsel on American
Islamic Relations), complain that prayer events organized by Christians on that day are slanted
toward Christianity, rather than being ’inclusive’ of other faiths. They want to hijack the
traditional Christian prayer events and turn the national focus from a time of intercession into a
watered-down version with moments of silence and reflection."

The National Day of Prayer is an annual observance held on the first Thursday of May and
invites people of all faiths to pray for the nation. It was created in 1952 by a joint resolution of
the United States Conference and signed into law by Harry S. Truman. However, the resolution is
just anotheron a long list of national days of prayer and fasting that date back to the time of
George Washington. Because the nation was founded on Christian principles and the majority of
Americans are Christian, these days of observance have traditionally been observed in a Christian
manner.

This is not acceptable to many groups, who believe the nation should observe the day in a more
"inclusive" fashion. Most of their protests are being aimed at the National Day of Prayer Task
Force, a private Christian group headed by Shirley Dobson, wife of Focus on the Family founder
James Dobson.

The Task Force was founded to coordinate events for the National Day of Prayer. It specifically
requires all prayer coordinators to sign a pledge of faith in Jesus Christ and
requests that events be "conducted solely by Christians while those with differing beliefs are
welcome to attend."

Although the Task Force is a private group, many believe it receives at least tacit approval by the
government with an annual proclamation by President Bush and prayer ceremonies held at the
White House and on Capitol Hill.

However, as Becky Armstrong, a spokeswoman for the National Day of Prayer Task Force told
the Post, people of other faiths are perfectly free to organize their own events.

"The task force has chosen to conduct events that reflect its Christian perspective on prayer," she
said. "All Americans are free to exercise their First Amendment rights to organize events that
observe the National Day of Prayer in a manner that reflects their religious perspective."

EXHIBIT



The fact that the Task Force and most of the Day’s observances are Christian remains
unacceptable to groups such as CAIR and Jews on First, a group formed in October, 2005 to
"oppose the growing strength of the Christian right." The two groups issued a joint proclamation
calling upon American Muslims and members of other faith communities to contact governors
and other elected officials to make any government-sponsored observances more representative

of the nation’ s diversity.

"Mainstream religious leaders have criticized the organizers of National Day of Prayer events for
restricting participation to a narrow group of evangelicals," the statement reads. "Even though
prayer day events are sponsored by a private organization, observances receive unofficial
government approval through a proclamation by President Bush and ceremonies held at the
White House and in Congress."

Jews on First, is conducting an "Inclusive National Day of Prayer" campaign to lobby governors

for "alternative inclusive observances."

"The National Day of Prayer has been hijacked!" the group declares on its Web site. "What
began as President Truman’s declaration of a National Prayer Day for all Americans is now
excluding and dividing us on religious lines."

The Orange County California chapter of Americans United for Separation of Church and State
sent more than 2,000 letters to Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger urging him to not to support
events where hosts are limited to evangelical Christians.

Some say the pressure is beginning to pay off. Dr. Ravi Zacharias, the 2008 Honorary Chairman
of the National Day of Prayer, has excluded the name of Jesus Christ from his official prayer,
choosing to end it with "In God’s holy name."

A receptionist with the National Day of Prayer in Colorado Springs told the Christian News Wire
that he excluded the name of Jesus so as not to offend the Jewish participants in the event, and

that others are free to pray in Jesus name if they desire.

"This nation was birthed by Christianity and national prayers have traditionally recognized that
fact," states the Liberty Counsel. "Days of prayer and fasting are a traditional and important part
of American history. Prayer and spiritual renewal are necessary to sustain liberty. We need
leaders in all sectors, both public and private, who are not afraid to acknowledge Jesus Christ.
Christians should never forget Who gave us our freedom. Without Him, this Nation will not and

cannot long endure."

All Rights Reserved, Living His Life Abundantly/Women of Grace.
http://www.womenofgrace.co m



There is no better way to know and experience God than through prayer. For practical tips on
how to enhance your prayer life, see "Prayer", a 4 CD set by Johnnette Benkovic available in our
store at www.womenofgrace.com/eatalog
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Evangelicals highjack the National Day of Prayer
By Abdus Sattar Ghazali

"Evangelicals attempt to exclude non-Christians from National Day of Prayer," this Mother Jones headline best reflects
the controversy over the National Day of Prayer (NDP) observed this year on Thursday, May 1, 2008.

The National Day of Prayer (NDP) was once a symbol of American unity and faith in God that transcended boundaries
but in recent years the decades-old tradition has become mired in divisions.

The holiday began in 1775, when the Continental Congress asked Americans to pray for guidance as it was trying to
birth a nation. Abraham Lincoln called for a day of fasting and prayer in 1863. Nearly a century later, Harry Truman
made it an annual event, and in 1988, Ronald Reagan set aside the first Thursday in May so citizens could join in
worship across all religious boundaries.

That changed in the 1990s, when the National Day of Prayer Committee established a task force to help coordinate
activities across the country and connected it with Colorado’s Focus on the Family. The conservative group, led by
prominent evangelical James Dobson, took charge of the day, then insisted that all participants adhere to its "Judeo-
Christian" theological tenets. Shidey Dobson, wife of James Dobson is the chairperson of the Task Force since 1991.

The Task force’s website says that the National Day of Prayer Task Force was a creation of the National Prayer
Committee for the expressed purpose of organizing and promoting prayer observances conforming to a Judeo-Christian
system of values. People with other theological and philosophical views are, of course, free to organize and participate
in activities that are consistent with their own beliefs.

A Task Force volunteer must be an evangelical Christian who has a personal relationship with Christ. According to the
Task force website the applicants must indicate whether their lives reflect a belief statement that begins: "1 believe that
the Holy Bible is the inerrant Word of The Living God. I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and the only One by
which I can obtain salvation and have an ongoing relationship with God."

Thanks to Dobson, this year’s task force volunteers are required to sign pledges, stating: "1 commit that National Day
Prayer activities I serve with will be conducted solely by Christians while those of differing beliefs are welcome to
attend."

Even though prayer day events are sponsored by a private organization, observances receive unofficial govemment
approval through a proclamation by the President and ceremonies held at the White House and in Congress. President
George W. Bush’s official National Day of Prayer proclamation used the same theme as the Dobson’s Task Force
"Prayer! America’s Strength & Shield." A large number of governors have also issued proclamations adopting the
National Day of Prayer Task Force’s theme.

This year, the Council on American Islamic Relations (CAIR), a leading Muslim civil rights group joined Jews On First, in
calling on Amedcan Muslims and members of other faith communities to contact governors and other elected officials
nationwide to ask that any government-sponsored "National Day of Prayer" observances on May 1st be representative
of our nation’s religious diversity.

There have been several national days of prayer in the U.S. before the day was made official in 1952. The Continental
Congress issued a day of prayer in 1775 to designate "a time for prayer in forming a new nation". Thomas Jefferson
argued however, that although individual religious organizations had the right to designate a day of prayer, the U.S.
government should not have that right.

On April 17, 1952, President Harry S. Truman signed a bill proclaiming the National Day of Prayer into law. It was in
1972 that the National Prayer Committee was formed. It went on to create the National Day of Prayer Task Force, with
the intended purpose of coordinating events for the National Day of Prayer. In 1988, President Ronald Reagan signed a
bill into law decreeing that the National Day of Prayer should be held on the first Thursday of May.

The intention of the National Day of Prayer was always that it would be a day when members of all faiths could pray
together in their own way. It would involve Christians, Jews, Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, Aboriginals, Zoroastrians, and
all others who had a religious faith and wished to participate.

It was meant to encourage Americans of all faiths to pray with one another in whatever way felt best to them. It would
be an ecumenical celebration of faith that would draw people together in common religious and spiritual contemplation.
However, Dobson has made a point of "excluding Jews, Muslims, Catholics, Buddhists, and even mainline Christians"
from the National Day of Prayer.

http ://archives2008.ghazali.net/html/evangelicals_hijack.html 8/12/2009
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The United States is generally recognized as being the most religiously diverse nation in the world. Holding National
Day of Prayer events which are inclusive of all religions may go a long way towards promoting interfaith understanding.

Unfortunately, what began as President Truman’s declaration of a National Prayer Day for all Americans is now
excluding and dividing us on religious lines.

http://archives2OO8.ghazali.net/html/evangelicals hijack.html ’ 8/12/2009
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The National Day of Prayer, on May 7 this year, has been recognized by the United States Congress since

1952 as a day when A~mericans are asked to come to~ether to pray. Because it does not specify a religion,
il seems to have escaped the U.S, Constitution’s First Amendment clause prohibiting the congress from
making laws "respecting an establishment of religion," though many civil liberty advocates and constitutional
scholars would beg to differ.

The day was founded at a time when Americans were trying to distinguish themselves from overtly atheist
Soviet Communism during the red scare, coding "in God we trust" as the national motto (1956) and inseding
"under God" into the Pledge of Allegiance (1954).

The vision can be one of unity: all people, regardless of faith, bowing heads together in the spidt of unity to
respect and recognize our common humanity and create some positive spiritual energy for the good of the
nation.
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Yet there are certainly American citizens who don’t pray - who don’t believe in prayer - and who are unlikely to
be impressed by the day’s overtly spiritual message, Respecting all faiths is not the same as respecting all
people regardless of faith, which is what the Constitution was designed to do. An overtly "multifaith" society
still promotes faith over nonfaith, and there are even many religious groups that do not pray and do not formally
believe in God.
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The National Day of Prayer task force is a nongovernmental group funded primarily by Evangelical Christian
churches to promote the Day of Prayer, They ask for a wherever-you-are gathering of the nation’s Christians
hoping to foster Christian unity and make Christian prayer more visible in American society. According to the
project’s website. "The Task Force represents a Judeo-Chdstian expression of the national observance, based
on our understanding that this country was birthed in prayer and in reverence for the God of the Bible."
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This presentation of the National Day of Prayer fosters unity of the nation’s Christians, or at least the Baptists,
Presbyterians, Methodists, Evangelicals and other easily-accepted Christian groups They are do not
state whether or not they consider Roman Catholics, Latter Day Saints or Jehovah’s Witness to be part of the
Christian community, but since they do not formally exclude these Christian-identifying groups we can consider
them included,
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While it is certainly fair to dispute the factuality of the group’s representation of U.S. history, it is also
noteworthy that Amedcan Muslims. Buddhists, Hindus, Sikhs. Baha’is. those who practice Native Amedcan
religions and others are excluded from their presentation of the Day of Prayer, along with religious nontheists,
agnostics and the nonreligious alike. Meanwhile, the "Judeo-Christian" values the group promotes are often
code for policies that are anti-gay, anti-transgendered and anti-feminist, meaning that many people are born
automatically excluded by the group’s language,

There are organizations pushing to change the way Americans see the National Day of Prayer - to welcome
Evangelical Christians into the interfaith event but also to allow people of other faiths to participate. Jewish and
interfaith groups have teamed up for an inctusive prayer day and sent a letter to President Obama asking for
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support. And anyone is welcome to organize an alternative public event on that day to increase the visibility of
a welcoming multifaith movement.

It’s important to remember that being overtly interfaith is not being anti-Christian, though many conservative
groups claim this is so. Inclusion means opening the door to others and leaving no one out. And while the
federal recognition of day is a predicament to those who seek to respect the First Amendment, no one can
dispute the right that nongovemment groups have to push for a multifaith and multicultural National Day of
Prayer.
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meko says:

Matthew 6:5-6
"And when you pray, do not be like the hypocntes, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues
and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in
full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen.
Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you."

PR events to support prayer are self serving and hypocritical. Christians have no business doing it,
and no one else seems to have enough bad taste to show off like that. Showing off and CLAIMING
piety isn’t the same thing as genuine faith.

People shouldn’t be using Jesus to further their political, financial, and social aspirations in this
manner. If you tried to claim Oprah’s endorsement without her permission, you’d be sued out of
existence.

May 7, 8:01 PM

Old timer says:

Jehovah’s Witnesses cult don’t play welt with others.

They are still developing more tax free real estate

Know this,the billion dollar Watchtower society corporation had us old time followers convinced that
we should live lives of austerity (and give our $$ to Ihem) because the end of world was coming and
we weren’t gonna be needing it for our retirement.

The tax exempt Watchtower corporation is much like tax exempt Scientology they will keep buying
up property like Scientology has done in Clearwater Florida.
The Watchtower has practically no charity except for an occasional exalted PR puff piece.

Shame on them!

May 3. 2:50 AM
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Other religions pray to different gods? [ wasn’t aware that Christians beleived there was more than
one God.

So did Jesus introduce a new God who wasn’t the God of the Jews?

The God of the Bible says ’3 am that I am" when asked by Moses in the Old Testament.

Note that he did’t say "~ am Jason, and anybody who calls me Steve is praying to somebody else." In
that reference, God refuses to use specific descriptors and instead presents Himself as an ultimate or
supreme God, who is the God you beieive in if you beleive in a Supreme God.

Muslims also worship the God of the Jews, so that’s the same god. They beleive he as slightly
different commandments or qualities. Christians think some of those qualities are wrong, but they are
both cleady worshipping the god of Moses and Abraham.

Hindus beleive that God exists in everything, including lesser beings that Westerners call gods (with
a small g.) In Hinduism. Hindu gods (Krishna, Vishnu, Shiva) are closer to the way Christians see
angels or saints.

The Hindu supreme God is monotheist, the One God. So unless the Christian God is not supreme or
not the One God, Hindus beleive in the same god.

You don’t see other faiths inviting Christians to pray with them because in the United States, those
other faiths are minority groups. They are not highly visible. When’s the last time you met and spoke
to a Hindu AT ALL?

People of other faiths are in comunities where minorities are present - usually in urban areas, If you
are a Christian living within a major city (not the suburbs or rural areas), you’re probably more familiar
with interfaith activities.

live in a fairly diverse town and I have been invited to interfaith activies frequently.

April 30, 131 PM

Bill says:

it isn’t a question of respect for other persons beliefs. Other religions pray to a different god(s) than
Christians so it’s a useless activity to pray together. We can still live in harmony without praying
together.

Are other faiths so lazy that they can’t organize their own events and pray for our nation. BTW, I don’t
see other faiths inviting Christians into their temples, synagogues, etc. to pray with them.

April 30 800 AM

Chris says:

That you don’t formally exclude other religions is great, Bob, but why not invite others to pray with
you?

What I fear is at play is a religious/political message that praying hand in hand with these of other
faiths is the same as "condoning" those faiths in what conservalive Christians see as paths to hell.

It would be so easy to just say "The Christian National Day of Prayer Task Force invites non-
Christian churches and groups to pray with us7 That kind of oulreach would do a lot of good in a
wodd divided along religious lines.

But doing so would directly contradict those groups’ political orientations that are against anything
that could be interpereted as condoning non-Christianity.

April 29 401 PM

Bob says:

This is a day set aside for all Americans to pray. Perhaps this perception that Christians have
"hijacked" the day exists because we are well-organized, with thousands of coordinators who plan
events attended by millions of people. As a result, our effods gain a lot of attention surrounding the
National Day of Prayer. but we don’t take away the right for anyone else to celebrate this day,

Many of these criticisms come from groups that have everything upside down. Nothing prevents
Jews, Muslims, etc. from creating their own national prayer committees to contribute to this historic,
national observance. There have been 134 national calls for prayer, humiliation, fasting and
thanksgiving by the President (1789 to 2008). Since President Reagan’s 1988 proclamation
establishing the first Thursday in May as annual date for the National Day of Prayer established into
law by President Truman in 1952, Christian groups eagedy created national and local prayer
committees. Today there are tens of thousands of Christian-oriented events on the 1st Thursday of
every May. Jews, however, do not respond in the same way. Virtually no synagogues participate, Our
research has revealed little to no events in the newspapers or Intemet advertising events sponsored
by other faiths as well. Instead other faiths demand penetration into Christian groups or else,
incredibly, an end of the National Day of Prayer completely.

The National Day of Prayer Task Force has chosen to conduct events that reflect its Judeo-Chdstian
perspective on prayer. All Americans are free to exercise their First Amendment rights to organize
events that observe the National Day of Prayer in a manner that reflects their religious perspective.
While we don’t put those of different religious perspectives on our platform, we don’t exclude them

http://www~examiner~c~m/x-265~-B~u~der-Interfaith-Examiner-y2~9m4d29-Nati~na~-Day~. 8/4/2009
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from attending ,nor do we discourage other faiths from holding their owrt events on this day,

Apd[ 29, ! 58 PM
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[] Bush salutes the Dobsons, pushes role of
religion at White House prayer event.
(PEOPLE & EVENTS)(George W. Bush,
James and Shirley Dobson )
Article from: Church & State Article date: June 1 2008

President George W. Bush hosted Religious Righ~mes Dobson at a
White House event marking the National Day of Prayer May 1.

At an East Room ceremony attended by cabinet officers as well as members of
the House of Representatives and Senate, Bush thanked Dobson’s wife,
Shirley, for serving as chair of the National Day of Prayer Task Force, a private
group that oversees many Prayer Day activities.

Shirley Dobson opened the White House service with, as Focus on the Family
later reported, a "strong, bold and winsome call for America to return to the Lord
and pray for its leaders."

Bush then took the podium.
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Flanked by the choir of St. Patrick’s Cathedral from New York City, the
president remarked, "t think one of the interesting things about a National Day
of Prayer is it does help describe our nation’s character to others. We are a
prayerful nation. A lot of citizens draw comfort from prayer. Prayer is an important part of the lives
of millions of Americans.
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"And it’s interesting, when you think about our faith, you can find it in the Pledge of Allegiance, you
can find an expression of American faith in the Declaration of Independence, and you can find it in
the coins in our pockets.

"Over the last seven years, our country has faced many trials," Bush added. "And time and time
again we have turned to prayer and found strength and resilience. We prayed with those who’ve
lost everything in natural disasters, and helped them heal and recover and build ....

"And as we pray for God’s continued blessings on our country," he said, "1 think it makes sense to
hope that one day there may be a International Day of Prayer.... It will be a chance for people of
faith around the world to stop at the same time to pause to praise an Almighty."

Later in the day, the Dobsons’ NDP Task Force hosted a three-hour service on Capitol Hill. FOF
reported that "officials, dignitaries and guests joined together in praying for the nation, its families,
its government, its military, and the upcoming election." Similar events took place around the
country.

Americans United charged that the National Day of Prayer has been largely hijacked by the
Religious Right and is being used as an opportunity to promote a far-right religious-political
agenda.

"In many cases, this event is more about politics than prayer," said Barry W. Lynn, executive
director of Americans United. "It’s just another excuse for the Religious Right to attack church-state
separation."

Lynn noted that the NDP Task Force’s Web site claims it is the "National Day of Prayer Official
Web Site," but, in fact, the group has no official status. The Task Force states that its purpose is to
"Foster unity within the Christian Church" and "Publicize and preserve America’s Christian
heritage." Non-Christians are usually prohibited from leading or speaking at NDP Task Force
events.

The Task Force requi~es voluntee~ p, aye, coordinators to sign a fundamentalist statement of faith
that declares that "the Holy Bible is the inerrant Word of The Living God" and that "Jesus Christ is
the Son of God and the only One by which I can obtain salvation."

This year, some advocates of church-state separation fought back. Inclusive events open to
people of all faiths and none were held in several cities.

Jews on First, an internet site that promotes church-state separation, launched a "Campaign for an
Inclusive National Day of Prayer." Jane Hunter, co-director of Jews on First, told the Christian
Science Monitor that the day "has been hijacked. Only Christian clergy are invited to participate."

In an opinion column that was distributed nationwide, AU’s Lynn and Interfaith Alliance Foundation
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President C, Welton Gaddy criticized the Religious Right’s takeover of the day.

"It’s debatable whether a nation founded on the constitutional separation of church and state
needs a federal government reminder to pray in the first place," wrote Lynn and Gaddy. "Chalk it
up to a less pluralistic, less religiously sensitive age. But the National Day of Prayer really started
to deteriorate in 1988, when the National Day of Prayer Task Force was created by the Religious
Right, hijacking the National Day of Prayer in the name of those who would make their concept of
God the only acceptable one."

The National Day of Prayer was signed into law in 1952 by President Harry Truman. In 1988,
Congress amended the law to state that observances would be held the first Thursday in May.
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Once again, Re~iousRight leaders and politiciansusedd,,,~"Fnonth’s National
Day of Prayer (NDP) observances to politicize religion and divide Americans.

Americans United criticized the annual event, which takes place by federal law
on the first Thursday of each May. According to AU, the observance gives
Religious Right groups and their allies in public office a platform to push their
political agenda and attack church-state separation.

In recent years, religious broadcaster James Dobson and his wife Shirley have
assumed a leadership role in promoting the event. In materials released by the
National Day of Prayer Task Force, a group based in Colorado Springs with
annual revenues of just under $2 million, Shirley Dobson bluntly states that only
Christian groups that endorse the Lausanne Covenant, an evangelical
statement from the 1970s, should be invited to take part.
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This year’s theme was "America, Honor God," based on a passage from the
first Book of Samuel.

"At a time when so many principles found in Scripture have been rejected by society, it’s all the
more vital that God’s people stand firmly in defense of the precepts He’s laid out in His Word," said
Shirley Dobson. "As we wage this cultural battle, however, none of our efforts are assured success
without constant, fervent prayer for God’s intervention."

The Dobsons organized and attended a White House ceremony marking the NDP. Other Religious
Right leaders present included Richard Land of the Southern Baptist Convention and Tony Perkins
of the Family Research Council.

During his remarks, President George W. Bush said, "America is a nation of prayer. It’s impossible
to tell the story of our nation without telling the story of people who pray."

Bush also issued a proclamation calling on Americans to pray. It read in part, "Through prayer, our
faith is strengthened, our hearts humbled and our lives are transformed. May our Nation always
have the humility to trust in the goodness of God’s plans."

Also attending the White House event was Dr. Henry Blackaby, the honorary chairman of the NDP
for 2006. Blackaby is author of an evangelical tome titled Experiencing Prayer with Jesus.
Americans United criticized the NDP. "James Dobson has shamelessly exploited the National Day
of Prayer to advance his divisive political agenda," said Americans United Executive Director Barry
W. Lynn. "This merger of religion and politics is exactly what our nation’s founding fathers hoped to
avoid."

Lynn noted that James Madison, the Father of the Constitution, said governmental prayer
proclamations "certainly nourish the erroneous idea of a national religion" and warned that public
officials would use such proclamations to advance their political agendas. Thomas Jefferson, as
president, refused to issue prayer proclamations and said the Constitution forbids the federal
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government from "intermeddling with religious institutions, their doctrines, discipline, or exercises." ................. ,

Lynn noted that this year, Mrs. Dobson even boasts that her group’s Web site is the "National Day
of Prayer Official Website," although she does not say who gave the group this "official"
designation.

Taking enough breaks?
See why you should

Many states rely on the NDP Task Force to shape their events. Material released by the Texas
Freedom Network (TFN) noted that in 2005, 26 states adopted the NDP Task Force’s theme for
their prayer days.

Read the article now ~

TFN, which opposes the activities of the Religious Right, also noted that in 2005, NDP volunteers
booked space at the Piano, Texas, city hall and refused to allow non-Christians to take part.

This year, a flap arose in Springfield, IlL, where a local group called Businessmen in Christ
organized NDP activities at the state capitol building. The group excluded all non-Christian
speakers and on its Web site proclaimed that the gathering was "only about Jesus and Jesus the
Savior alone."
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Sue Stoltz, who coordinates NDP activities in six Midwestern states, said she had no problem
inviting a rabbi but that Muslims and Hindus would not be allowed to speak if they attended.

The better answer, she said, is "encouraging them to do their own day of prayer."

Americans United had to remind one community not to sponsor religious worship on the National
Day of Prayer. Officials in Po~lsmouth, Vs., promoted city-sponsored religious events to mark the
NDE AU attorneys warned them to drop the sponsorship.

"To be sure, city officials, as individuals, have the same rights as anyone else to participate in
religious events connected with the National Day of Prayer. But the events themselves must be
organized, funded, and sponsored entirely by private organizations," observed AU attorneys in a
letter to city officials. When city officials refused to respond, AU attorneys filed a public-records
request.
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BAY AREA
National prayer day has yet to diversify
Some say event has been politicized, has evangelical slant
Joe Garofoli, Chronicle Staff Writer
Thursday° May 5, 2005
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From San Francisco’s Twin Peaks to the Daytona International Speedway in Florida -- and
at thousands of locations in between - people will gather to bow their heads in the annual
National Day of Prayer.

MORE BAY AREA NEWS

East Palo Alto man shot and killed
09.23,08

SAN JOSE / Beating victim, 41, dies
at hospital 09.23,08
OAKLAND / Police identify man slain
at gas station 09,23,08

But while California’s prayer locations have doubled to
40o since last year, some wonder whether the day -
which has been celebrated since 1952 but only has had a
congressionally fixed date since 1988 -- has become too
politicized, beholden to evangelical Christians who
propelled President Bush to victory in November.

Though the date was set by Congress, the National Day of Prayer Task Force is a private
organization, dominated by evangelical Christians, that coordinates activities nationwide.
Its co-chair is Shirley Dobson, wife of the James Dobson, who leads Focus on the Family,
and the Day of Prayer’s Web site reflects many of the Christian organization’s conservative
viewpoints on social issues.

The task force urges people to take five minutes every day to pray for what it calls the
"Freedom Five" - the government, media, church, family and education.

"Many of our schools," begins the education section of the Freedom Five prayer, are
"promoting a radical social agenda. Condom distribution, the promotion of homosexuality
and a refusal to acknowledge God have become commonplace in our institutions of
learning today.

"Pray that your schools will get ’back to basics’ when it comes to educating our children,
instilling the leaders of tomorrow with a respect for the Judeo-Christian values upon which
our nation was founded."

The day will be observed today with a 31/2-hour event in the Cannon House Office Building
in Washington, D.C., where House Majority Leader Tom DeLay, R-Texas, is scheduled to
speak. Governors from across the nation will issue proclamations, and President Bush will
participate in a Washington ceremony -- though he won’t appear on a television program
with evangelical leaders as he did last year.

The Rev. Leslie Tune, a spokeswoman for the National Council of Churches, which is active
on Capitol Hill, said that because of the many different political perspectives of its 36
member denominations, the Freedom Five prayer "isn’t something that we would touch.
We encourage people to pray regularly, though."

Some say that as a result of the politicization, the day’s prayers have been largely Christian.

Buildino Strength and_M_~_u_t
~ances

Get Extra Cash By Refinancina Your

The Secret to G~ett_i,n H~
Discounted Cruise Tickets

1, Palin energizes California Republicans
2. UC hits tree-sitters with expensive surprise
3, Democrats reject $700 billion blank check
4. Stocks rise as investors track hearing on

bailout
5. 15 years to life in S.F, dog maul death
6, Congress, Bush team agree on bailout terms
7, Federal agent opens fire on armed robber

who grabbed purse

TopAutos,
’.

Znfiniti of Oakland

2004 Corvette
$29,995

2006 Altima
$15,995

VOLKSWAGEN

MERCEDES-BENZ
2007 GL-Class
$44,995

MERCEDES-BENZ
2007 GL-Class
$46,995

1997 Z3
$10,995

~NDA
2006 Pilot
$17,995

2003 Vue
$9,999

INFINITI
2007 M35
$31,995

See mo~ f~m this

Neither the state National Day coordinator nor the Bay Area’s regional organizer could
name any Muslim or Buddhist organization or individual participating in a ceremony
today. They could name only one Jewish group.
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"rhey certainly are welcome to do so if they’d like to. If you’re Muslim, and you want to
celebrate the National Day of Prayer, we encourage it," said Joe Walsh, California’s
coordinator. "Anybody can celebrate it, but it has a Judeo-Christian focus. The point of the
day isn’t to be ecumenical."

Rabbi Kevin Lind, leader of the messianic Brit Ahavah congregation that meets in Dublin,
1has participated in the National Day of Prayer several times because prayer ~s extreme y

important, because people have to establish a relationship with God."

But he attributes the dearth of participating Jews, who are traditionally more politically
liberal, to the fact that the day is organized by more politically conservative Christians.

"I’d like to do something where we could have participation from a lot of different
communities, especially Jewish communities," Lind said. ’The way it’s been done, while it
is technically open to everybody, it is largely evangelical. And that’s a perception you’d have
to deal with."

Others say that is evidence of how the day has lost its meaning since 1952, when President
Harry Truman called for "a suitable day each year, other than a Sunday," for prayer.

’~rhe day has been taken over by evangelicals," said Robert Boston, a spokesman for
Americans for Separation of Church and State, which is organizing an alternative event in
Oklahoma City featuring several different denominations. "It’s legal, as legal challenges to
it in the past haven’t been that successful."

The reason: The National Day of Prayer events are organized by a private organization, not
the government.

Boston says Bush’s appearance with evangelical leaders last year "was a political move in
an election year. But despite all that, this hasn’t made a dent in the culture. It’s a big
rallying day for evangelicals, but that’s about it."

Countered Terrell Mayton, of the National Day of Prayer Task Force: "I don’t understand
how praying can be politicized. It’s about a personal relationship with God."

Mayton said there had been a swell of corporate involvement in this year’s event. Pilgrim’s
Pride, a poultry producer, is hosting events at 56 of its plants and offices in 17 states, and
15,ooo people are expected to pray today at the Daytona speedway.

Some events will have counter-prayers. Mark Thomas, president of Silicon Valley Atheists,
will protest an event outside San Jose City Hall holding a sign that says, "Praying is
Begging."

Other participants don’t care about penetrating the culture, or about the politics that
shroud the day.

Sharon Gilbert, a Catholic who lives in Daly City, will quietly meet with others at Twin
Peaks and pray. "I’ve gone to several meetings, and I haven’t picked up on this political
thing," she said.

E-mail Joe Garofoli atjgarofoli@sfchronicle.com.

This article appeared on page B - I of the San Francisco Chronicle
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education" this week, when the State Board of
Education gave the final OK for an $8.9 mlllior,,
80,O00-square-foot indoor practice tecfllty for
theBronco foot�all team ... ano some other
auxiliary prngrams. ACCOrUlng to plans released
by the construct~n firm McAIvain; who was se-
lected alon~ with Hansen Rice. Inc. to undertake
the project, the facility will contetn a f~ll-slzed
football field as well se room for offices ~d
rehearsal and storage space for cheefleabers.

And speaking of the ina~equate per~3ng~ the

currently being used for perking ar~l ~andscaping

BRONCO STUDENTS GET
BUCKED BY’ NEW LAW

not be used for ia~truc~Jo~ai’�om:

FAIR-WILL NOT MAKE
BOOM,BOOM "

war in Iraq

I E3Y PETER WOLLHEIfvl

EXILED AT THE CAPITOL
Atheists angered by Capitol steps snub,
but fear lawsuit reaction

W hat state officialsl call a
bureaucratic ~o~ersight, Idaho
atheists object to as an un-

constitutional intrusion of religion into
governm,ent affairs. But hot all Idaho
atheists’are pleased at the possibility
that Idaho Atheists Inc..(IAl) may" sue
the State of Idaho over-access to the
Capitol steps on May 5, nominally
the National Day of Prayer (NDP) but
an occasion which local nonbelievers
would prefer to celebrate as the =Idaho
Day of Eqt~allty." Some fear a back-
lash as significant as the massive 1999
=Save Our Cross’~ demonstration that
followed a visiting talk-show host’s
call for dismantling the Table Rock
monument. In the meantime, IAI is
still considering its legal options, while
national organizations such as Ameri-
can Atheists ]gc. and American Unked
for Separation-of CEttrch and State may
also join the fray.

The �ontroversy or=ginated in Febrn-
aty,.when Susan Harringtqn, a founding
board member of IAI, decided-to t~serve
the Statehouse’s front steps.for a rally on
bchgtf of a =Cinquo de Mayo Freedom
Rally," which for IAI included freedom
from religion. Harr~gton says she was
assured by Capitol .M~. fl Facility Se~ices
that ev~a~s are scheduled~n a "first-
come, first-reserved~’ basis, and that her
application was in compliance with the

. ~c~qug, ced~gaidelines~r~Thinl~icg .that all
’alas ~/.ell, Harrington p~oceeded to book
several Speakers On Febrtiaty 22~ she
~.alled l~cility Services and asked to
~’iSe she’hamet6 ?Idaho Day.of !~e.quality:
Equal Rights for Atheists ~tad Othdrs,
.The 0tfi¢� r ~p.lied tha( theywohld enter

¯ the change int0.the, computer themselves.
Accol:dln~to Harri~gton, Idaho

NDP volhnteer ~6inmJttde"n:~ember Jim
Hgghes telephoned he/~nMarch 30
with.conciliatory intentiong, announc-
ing that the ceremoniek had now been
moved to the inside of the Capitol. This
was confirmed by a secood telephone
message fromHughes, which reaf-
firmed his desire to avoid conflict and
manage pedestrian traffic congastmn,
At thi~ point, H.ar.rington still believed
that IAI had secured the front outside
steps for themselves.

Her perception’was shattered by
telephone and hard copy messages from
Star�wide ~acilitics Manager Ti~a Ma-
son. Mason informed Ha~rington thaL
the athclsts’ event had been relocated
to the east stairs of the Capitol, and
ex1?lained that "due to internal problems
with our computer’s calendar program~
his staff had overlooked th@long-stand-
ing NDP reservation: Since it "has been
a regular event on the south stairs for
years, we �onsider that to be ’first-
come, first-setve.~" During a telephone
interview with 8V¢, Mason reiterated the
substance of his letters, and explained
that the issue was 6ne of oversight and
misunderstanding. Mason emphasized
that "It was our mistake. The governor
didn’t get involved" and that his staff
members "weren’t ~ven aware of it."

NDP volunteer Jim Hughes backed
up Mason’s claims. "We didn’t ask the
governor’s office to upstage anyone. We
didn’t ask anyone to change anything,"
he told BW. But Hughes admitted that
"the governor’s office offered to help

us straighten this out" once the conflict
became apparent. IAI members and the
ACLU now question the extent to which
Kempthorne or his staff personally inter-
fered on the NDP’s behalf.

Harrington heheves the switch repre-
sents unconstitutional’government en-
dorsement of rchgious faith. Her analysis
arises from her previous experience with
Gov. Dirk Kempthorne, to whom she has
written for over six years. She points out
that while Kcmpthorne has issued of-
ficial proclamations honoring "Christian
Heritage Wc~k" and "Christian History
Week,~ he has refused to do so for either
"Atheist Heritage Week" or an "Idaho
Day of Reason." Other local atheists
recall the questionable legality of a land
sale that allowed the Boise Jaycees to
erect a lighted c~oss on property techni-
cally owned by the state.

Jach Valkenburgh of the ACLU con-
firms that while Kempthorni~’s office has
rejected Hardngton’s numerous applica-
tions for proclamations as "nonconform-
hag to policy guidelines," the governor
has oken violated th6se guidelines in
favor of religibus and business organiza-
tions, while denying conforming procla-
mations to public health and rag�tartan
activists. Valkenburg adds, ~Tbe state
violated its own Written policieL Tim
Mason now says the Idaho Atheists can’t
use.themain Statehouse steps because
~h¢lqDR eveat.’has been a standing
event for a number, of years.’ But where
in the Statehouse use policies is there ref-
erenc� to ’standing events’ pre-empting
others that are calendared in accordance
with the written policies?"

&s far as Mason is concerned, the
athdist~ event remains scheduled in its
reassigned venue. Atheists are "be-
mg accommgdated and not denied
ahything, l. don’t think [they] are being
singled out or discriminated against.
It’s just a matter of trying to resolve a
scheduling confllct."

in the meantime, the ACLU’s
Valkenburg estimates the chances that
an injunction will restore tbe IAI claim
to the steps as good. "Pin optimistic that
would succeed," he says.

Should the atheists decide to hire a
private attorney or use the ACLU to
request an injunction, Harrington will
be identified as an individual plaintiff
along with her nonprofit otg~inization. A
veteran of the Table Rock i~cident, she
remains anxious over the possibility oi
personal harassment against her family
and herself, and has taken time off work.
As the most publid figur~ behind the
atheist efforts, Hart’ington recalls, "So
many people got so defensive and riled
up so quickly~ six years ago, and that
pattern might repeat itself now. In that
case. the I~asic message--"we are not
against religion, we are for atheist civil
rights’--wili get lost.    ¯

Long-standing IAI member Gary
Bennett expresses similar concerns that
recent coverage of the debate will "be-
come another media-gederated crisis that
will PD.Y right into the hands 6f the local
religious right leaders to get their rabid
followers frothing at the mouth." Ben-
nett worries that the.threat of an halunc-
tion "could lead to the largest turnout
yet for the National Day of Prayer," the
kind that "threatens with mob rule." r~
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Shirley Dobso~air of the National Day of Prayer-’~-~J~’~rce, wanted her
audience of over 300 to clearly understand why they had assembled in the
Cannon House Office Building in Washington, D.C., May 2.

"If you’ve come today to this prayer gathering to hear some well known people,
or maybe to meet them, or to just come to an event, you’ve come to the wrong
place," Dobson said. "We are gathered here today with solemn and serious
hearts; we’ve come for the Lord.... We are a hurting nation and we are here to
ask for God’s forgiveness."

With that, Dobson kicked off the 51st annual observance of the National Day of
Prayer (NDP) in the nation’s capital. Thousands of state and local events took
place nationwide as well.

For supporters of church-state separation, the fact that the NDP even exists as
a government-endorsed exercise is troubling. Those concerns were amplified,
however, by the bold intermingling of government, politics and religion that
dominated this year’s activities.
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The NDP was established as an annual event by an act of Congress in 1952. Before then, there
were occasional instances of official prayer proclamations by Congress and presidents. In 1988, at
the behest of the Religious Right, Congress officially set the date as the first Thursday in May.

Over the last decade, a private Religious Right group known as the National Day of Prayer Task
Force has effecflvely taken the lead in organizing and promoting NDP events, and the organization
coordinates virtually all of the prayer day activities in Washington, D.C., and around the country.
The Task Force claims that it helped set up about 40,000 observances of the NDP this year.

The NDP Task Force is headed by Shirley Dobson, wife of Religious Right radio broadcaster
James Dobson, and operates from the headquarters of his Focus on the Family in Colorado
Springs, Colo. The Task Force’s National Advisory Committee features well-known political and
religious figures, including Bill Bright, Chuck Colson, former Christian Coalition President Don
HodeL Kay Cole James, Rep. Tony Hall (D-Ohio) and former Rep. Steve Largent (R-Okla.). The
list also includes Karen Santorum, Rep. Rick Santorum’s (R-Pa.) wife, and Janet Ashcroft,
Attorney General John Ashcroft’s wife. The group receives no public funds, and is incorporated as
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization.

If the goal of the Task Force was to seize control of the National Day of Prayer to advance a
Religious Right message and agenda, it has succeeded. Though the group does not have formal
ties with the government, it has assumed a pseudo-official role. This year, for example, a
congressional office building served as the venue for the Capitol Hill NDP event and it reflected a
fundamentalist Christian bent.

The occasion featured representatives of all three branches of the federal government, a military
chaplain to represent the armed forces and the chaplains from the U.S. House and Senate.

Senate Chaplain Lloyd Ogilvie, who offered the "prayer of blessing" at the NDP event, drew the ire
of First Amendment advocates for his work with the Religious Right group.

Ogilvie, a minister who serves as a pastor to members of the Senate, is a government employee
whose salary is financed by taxpayers. (The current federal budget allots $288,000 to Ogilvie’s
office.) Nevertheless, Ogilvie wrote a "Prayer For America" for the NDP Task Force this year.
Ogilvie’s prayer was written to "acknowledge [God’s] sovereignty" and asks God to grant
"supernatural powers" to the president and Congress. It commits the nation "to be faithful to You
as Sovereign of our land and as our personal Lord and Savior."

’~Ve rededicate ourselves to be one nation under You," Ogilvie’s prayer says. "In You we trust. We
reaffirm our accountability to You, to the absolutes of Your Commandments, and to justice in our
society."

Americans United for Separation of Church and State said it’s disconcerting that a chaplain, whose
Senate work is financed by taxpayers, would presume to write official prayers for the whole
country.
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"It’s bad enough that the government is telling people when to pray," said the Rev. Barry W. Lynn,
executive director of Americans United. "It’s even worse when a publicly funded minister is telling
us what to pray. For anyone who takes the First Amendment seriously, this fusion of religion and
government is indefensible."

At the NDP event, Ogilvie offered remarks that reflected little appreciation for separating religion
and government.

"Forgive us when we neglect our spiritual heritage as a nation," Ogilvie said. "Help us when we
become dulled and forget our accountability to you and the moral absolutes that your
Commandments bring. Without absolute righteousness, morality, honesty, integrity and
faithfulness, our society operates in a raucous relativism, while the prosperity of our times
camouflages the poverty of our soul."

Ogilvie went on to ask God to "wake us up to the realization that all we have as a nation is your
gift. That relationship with you is a grateful trust. Make our motto "In God We Trust’ more than a
slogan, but a profound expression of our dependence on you to guide and bless this nation."

President George W. Bush also marked the NDP by issuing a White House proclamation. This
year’s edict, which cites a quotation from the Christian scriptures by St. Paul, calls "upon the
Almighty to continue to bless America and her people" and asks Americans to "seek moral and
spiritual renewal." It was the foudh time in his 15 months in office that the president has issued an
official decree urging Americans to pray.

In addition, Bush hosted an NDP event in the White House the evening of May 2. Bush told an
audience of about 200 that "prayer is a vital part of our national life" and that "America is a country
of faith."

"Prayer for others is a generous act," Bush said, sounding more like a preacher than a public
official. "It sweeps away bitterness and heals old wounds. Prayer leads to greater humility and a
more grateful spirit. It strengthens our commitment to things that last and things that matter. It
deepens our love for one another." The president also singled out Shirley Dobson to thank her for
her Task Force’s work, thus offering an official endorsement of the Religious Right group’s efforts.

Nationwide, there was intense pressure on public officials to acknowledge the official religious
observance. This year, 48 governors issued proclamations to honor the National Day of Prayer.
The only two to refrain were Montana Governor Judy Martz (R), who issues no proclamations for
any reason, and Minnesota Governor Jesse Ventura (I), who said designation of an official prayer
day is inconsistent with church-state separation.

In Washington, at the NDP Task Force’s Capitol Hill event, a legion of Christian speakers from
government and the religious community offered praise for prayer.

Rep. Mike Mclntyre (D-N.C.), who offered remarks on behalf of the legislative branch, implored his
audience to recognize the importance of religious worship.

"If we’re one nation under God, we should be a nation speaking to God," Mclntyre said. "Because,
after all, when a person prays, it’s two people talking who love each other." He asked attendees to
"pray that more people will be open to God," and closed his remarks, "In Christ Jesus, God btess
you."

The explicitly Christian theme of the NDP Task Force’s activities was ubiquitous, but not
unexpected. As the group freely admits, events organized by the Task Force are for Christians
who share the Religious Right’s fundamentalist perspective. While NDP Task Force materials
claim "the National Day of Prayer belongs to all Americans," the group also says its events are
exclusively for Christians.

This exclusivity was on display inside the Beltway and at the local level. In Ventura County, Calif.,
several religious groups have grown frustrated by the exclusively Christian tilt of the annual NDP
activities at the county’s government center. This year, a local Jewish leader joined with a Muslim
leader and several local Christian pastors to host an interfaith event that was designed to bring the
community together.

"This is a statement that Ventura County celebrates diversity and that no one religion has the right
to dominate the American cultural scene," Rabbi John Sherwood of Oxnard, president of the
Ventura Interfaith Ministerial Association, told the Los Angeles Times. "The founders of this nation
pictured a nation of diversity."

Instead of embracing the spirit of ecumenism, the NDP Task Force’s local representatives rejected
any part in the interfaith event, opting for a fundamentalist event that took place afterwards.

"In our heart it is to be inclusive," Fawn Parish of Ventura’s South Coast Fellowship Church told
the Times. "But it’s not time to sit down and sing ’Kumbaya.’ This is not a conversation day. We
believe Jesus is distinctive."

This approach to religious liberty and diversity has led the Religious Right to give praise and
encouragement to the NDP Task Force. In addition to Focus on the Family’s enthusiastic support,
Task Force materials have repeatedly included revisionist history crafted by Religious Right
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propagandists. For the 2002 NDP, the Task Force is promoting a statement from Jay Sekulow,
head of TV preacher Pat Robertson’s American Center for Law and Justice, which argues that
government promotion of religion is both legal and useful.

Only a few notable Religious Right leaders were on hand for the Capitol Hill gathering, but the
movement’s viewpoints were well represented.

Though his wife took the lead in hosting the NDP event, James Dobson did step to the dais to
welcome attendees and offer some of his ideas about American history.

"This is the 51st annual National Day of Prayer, but National Days of Prayer go all the way back to
1775, when our Founding Fathers recognized that they desperately needed the wisdom of God in
designing this country," Dobson said. "We’re carrying on that tradition today." (Dobson failed to
mention that delegates to the Constitutional Convention met without invocational prayers and
ignored a proposal to open their sessions with morning prayers.)

The Religious Right’s perspective on religion and government was not without a champion at the
May 2 event. The Rev. Gary Bergel, who serves on the NDP Task Force’s 23-member "National
Prayer Committee," offered attendees the most outwardly political message of the day’s speakers.
Ultimately, there weren’t many issues on the Religious Right’s radar screen that Bergel failed to
mention.

In a speech that was billed as a "prayer for the legislative branch," Bergel instead went on a tear
about culture war issues that serve as red meat for Religious Right activists. He praised the
"biblical foundations of our country," before condemning legalized abortion, religiously neutral
public schools, lawsuits against state-endorsed Ten Commandments displays and the fact that
witnesses are no longer forced to swear on the Bible before testifying in America’s courtrooms.

’’We gather here in Washington, D.C., assembled by the will of a living God that Jesus Christ has
been ordained to be the judge of this land," said Bergel, who is president of Intercessors for
America. "He alone is the absolute authority. Jesus desires to lead through judges throughout our
land. We thank you, Lord, for the Judeo-Christian foundations of our land. We ask you ... to identify
judges who may stray into judicial activism. Convert them or remove them."

Bergel’s remarks offered a glimpse of a Religious Right activist with unusual theological views. In
materials distributed by Intercessors for America, Bergel has said that he believes Satan is actively
involved in spreading superstition in this country in order to cause "revengeful acts of violence." He
also has called for an exorcism of the White House because of Nancy Reagan’s reliance on
astrology and Hillary Clinton’s alleged use of "seances and necromancy."

While Bergel spoke on a broad Religious Right agenda, moralist and former Reagan
administration Education Secretary Bill Bennett addressed a narrow agenda: bashing America’s
public schools.

Bennett, in fact, was the only speaker who didn’t even mention the role of religion in his life.
Instead, to the delight of his audience, he used the occasion of the National Day of Prayer to
attack public education.

"The longer you stay in school in America, the dumber you get relative to children in other
countries," Bennett said. "And that is a shame and a disgrace."

Bennett also gave praise to the home school movement, which with increasing frequency has
families paying for a computer-based curriculum that Bennett himself is selling.

As he does routinely, Bennett also called on political leaders to subsidize religious schools through
vouchers, touting "educational choice" and "giving parents the right to educate their child in any
environment they see fit."

Bennett and other speakers made repeated references to the role of religion in the founding of the
nation, and many asserted that the Founding Fathers approved of official recognition of religion.
Ironically, key Founders such as James Madison and Thomas Jefferson thought governmental
prayer day proclamations were violations of the constitutional separation of church and state.

Jefferson, the nation’s third president and a leading visionary on religious liberty, refused to issue
prayer proclamations. Writing to the Rev, Samuel Miller in 1808, he said, "Fasting and prayer are
religious exercises; the enjoining them an act of discipline. Every religious society has a right to
determine for itself the times for these exercises, and the objects proper for them, according to
their own particular tenets; and this right can never be safer than in their own hands, where the
Constitution has deposited it."

Madison, widely recognized by historians as the "Father of the Constitution" also considered
prayer proclamations to be inappropriate. Although he issued a few while president under political
pressure from Congress, he later said such proclamations are inappropriate.

tn a collection of writings referred to as the "Detached Memoranda," Madison said religious
proclamations by the government "seem to imply and certainly nourish the erroneous idea of a
national religion."
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For church-state separationists, Madison and Jefferson’s words still ring true,
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The Washington Post; October 14, 1999 ; Amy Argetsinger; 700+ words... A state task force
investigating cult activity on Maryland...coming on campus to recruit. Yet the task force determined that
cults are not a big...In a report released last month, the task force said that although there have been a...
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Mormons. Muslims and other religious minorities were not welcome to
participate in National Day of Prayer events sponsored by the National Day of
Prayer Task Force, materials from the group suggest.

The Task Force, a group affiliated with religious broadcaster James Dobson
and other Religious Right leaders, sent out an information packet this year that
says every NDP volunteer must be "a Christian who has a personal relationship
with Christ."

A statement on increasing church participation by Illinois NDP Coordinator
Claudia Dunne included in the packet reads, "[W]e are looking forward to
assembling the BODY OF CHRIST so we are covered as to why we haven’t
invited Mormons, Muslims, etc.... [W]e want everyone to come to the NDP
events, but the only people who get to the microphone are those we know have
a personal relationship with Christ."

Although the Task Force, based at Dobson’s Focus on the Family headquarters
in Colorado Springs, is a private group, its events dominate the observances of
the National Day of Prayer and it often seeks quasi-official status.
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The National Day of Prayer was formally approved by Congress in 1952, and in 1988 it was
permanently set by Congress as the first Thursday of each May. An NDP event was held May 6 in
the U.S. House of Representatives’ Cannon Office Building with participation by Senate Chaplain
Lloyd Ogilvie, U.S. Rep. Steve Largent (R-Okla.) and other public officials.

Among them was Gen. Barry McCaffrey, the nation’s "drug czar," who announced that the federal
government will work with religious groups to promote "faith-based initiatives" to combat drag
abuse.

Also speaking was Alabama Judge Roy Moore, who achieved national notoriety in 1997 for
refusing to remove a Ten Commandments plaque from his courtroom wall and opening jury
sessions with Christian prayers. During his remarks, Moore called for official prayer in public
schools.

Americans United charged that the National Day of Prayer has been hijacked by Religious Right
organizations that are using it to promote their religious political agenda. Task Force materials
distributed this year distorted Supreme Court decisions and gave a false impression of U.S.
history.

The NDP Task Force often schedules its events at government buildings and seeks endorsements
and participation by governors, mayors and other elected officials, thus giving the events the
appearance of official sponsorship. Governors in 46 states issued proclamations this year, as did
President Bill Clinton.

Cite this article
Pick a style below, and copy the text for your bibliography.

MLA Chicago APA

"P~’er Da,; Task Force Excludes Not~" Church & Stare..,\merica~s United Ibr Separation orChurch
and State 1999. H~ghficam Rcseorch 5 ,-’kng 2009

Saved articles Alerts

Saved searches RSS feeds

View your account ~f~ih.g~= and di~p.!~.y
pr_et~e=nces.

Recently viewed articles

FFRF v. Bill Ritter
Freethought Today; Nov 1. 2008

Bush _sal~Lt es_ tb~ ~ .s=.~=
~}igiqn a~t
Church & State: Jun 1. 2008

~11 us~wha_!you think about this new
feature

Discover Beliefnet’s Multi-faith Prayer
Finder! Find One Now.
Belief net.corn

Jesus Christ Loves You. Here is a Prayer
That Can Change Your Life
www.Jesus2020.com

Taking Stock?
Revive your spirit at the nation’s oldest
graduate school of theology.
www.ants edu

Taking enough breaks?
See why you should

Read the article now ~

lhrough the Gale Group, Fan’nington Hills. Michigan All inquiries regarding rights should be directed fo the Gale Group. For

More articles like this:

Article: FFRF Sues Bush, Dobson, Doyle Over National Day Of Prayer
Freethought Today; October 1, 2008 ; Anonymous; 700+ words...Dobson, chair of the National Day of
Prayer Task Fome. The suit alleges..organizer of the National Day of Prayer. The NDP Task Fome
identifies itself_.prayer, utilizing National Day of Prayer Task Force themes, giving the...
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Article: National Day Of Prayer Showcases Intolerant Religious Right...
US Fed News Service, Including US State News; Apri~ 25, 2008 ; 646 words...coordinated by the
National Day of Prayer Task Force, a Colorado...Dobson. The NDP Task Fome’s Web site claims it is
the "National Day of Prayer Offlcial...adopting the NDP Task Force’s theme. "The National Day of Prayer
Task ...

Article: Citizens Prepare For The National Day Of Prayer
Italian Voice, The: April 28, 1994 ; Alfred Weiss; 340 words...Citizens Prepare For The National Day Of
Prayer. Thursday...observance of the Annual National Day of Prayer. Americans...Heal Our Land." The
National Day of Prayer Task Force, a non-sectarian group_National Day of Prayer Task Force. "Our ._

Albany Times Union (Albany. NY); May 4, 2000 ; 284 words...celebrates its 49th National Day of Prayer
today...lunch hour," said National Day of Prayer Task Force chairwoman Shidey_Jn 1952 that the
National Day of Prayer was established..May. This week’s National Day of Prayer will be...

The Gazette; April 30, 2003 ; KAMON SIMPSON; THE GAZETTE; 624 words...Colorado Springs-based
National Day of Prayer Task Force. The task force is led by Shirley Dobson...organizes events for the
National Day of Prayer based on...theme endorsed by the National Day of Prayer Task Force this year

Article: Prayer, piety and politics: how the National Day of Prayer became...
Church & State; June 1, 2002 ;Benen, Steve; 700+ words_.Dobson, chair of the National Day of Prayer
Task Force, wanted her audience...group known as the National Day of Prayer Task Force has
effectively...the goal of the Task Fome was to seize control of the National Day of Prayer to advance_.

Article: National Day of Prayer Event Is Up in the Air; Obama Has Yet to...
The Washington Post; April 25, 2009 ; Adelle M Banks; 643 words..,observance, the National Day of
Prayer Task Force, headed by...conservatives. The task force’s work has...taken over" the National Day
of Prayer_,prayer day. Task force representatives...viewpoints. The National Day of Prayer was...

AP Online; May 6, 2009 ; RYAN J. FOLEY; 384 words...observance of Thursday’s National Day of
Prayer, a response...drew a rebuke from the National Day of Prayer Task Force, a private group
that_.Amedcans. __ On the Net: National Day of Prayer Task Force: Freedom From Religion...
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PR Newswire; September 6, 2005 ; 368 words...Sept. 6/PRNewswire! -- National Day of Prayer Task
Force Chairwoman Shirley Dobson...escalates, we at the National Day of Prayer Task Force want to
express our heartfelt...God Himself. About The National Day of Prayer The National...

Article: Some Observe Some Dedde A National Day of Prayer
Chicago Sun-Times; May 5, 1995 ; ANDREW HERRMANN; 486 words...group of businessmen at a
National Day of Prayer breakfast Thursday...Chicago’s observation of National Day of Prayer. a
Christian...Colorado Springs, Colo.-based National Day of Prayer Task Force asked Americana to
focus...pow-wow." "This year the National ...

Article: Christian faiths to observe National Day_of P_ra~t_e.[.t_o_d._a.~y
Deseret News (Salt Lake City); May 4, 2006 ; Carrie A. Moore Deseret Morning News; 453
words...greups will hold National Day of Prayer observances...Springs-based National Day of Prayer
Task Force. said to his._observances, the National Day of Prayer Task Force is led by
evangelical...designating the National Day of Prayer as...

Article: MADISON GROUP FILES FEDERAL LAWSUIT OVER NATIONAL DAY OF...
The Capital Times (Madison, Wl); October 3, 2008 ; 334 words...federal law designating a National Day
of Prayer. The Madison...Thursday of May each year. The national proclamation issued this...Dobson,
chairwoman of the National Day of Prayer Task Force. A spokesman for the task.,.hand-in-glove in
organizing the National ...

Preas-Telegrem Long Beach, CA.; May 6, 2005 ; SHAWNA GAMACHE Religion News Service; 581
words, .commemorate the 54th annual National Day of Prayer, "The National Day of Prayer was
founded .Dobson, chairman of the National Day of Prayer Task Force and an evangelical
Christian Some critics say the National Day of Prayer Task ..
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US Fed News Service, Ir~luding US State News; May 2, 2007 ; 477 words...faiths together, the
National Day of Prayer has been...Church and State. The National Day of Prayer (NDP...coordinated by
the National Day of Prayer Task Force, a private group..,the Family. The task force instructs its
volunteers...they are using the ...

Article: Obama defends, curtails plans for National Day of Prayer
Telegraph - Herald (Dubuque); May 7. 2009 ; 275 words...House plans for today’s National Day of
Prayer even as his administration...Obama drew a rebuke from the National Day of Prayer Task Force, a
private group that promotes...Obama administration," said task rome chairwoman Shirley
Dobson...founder James Dobson. The ..,
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The National Day of Prayer Task Force is controlled by Focus on the Family and allied
right-wing Christian evangelical groups.

The chair of the Task Force, Shirley Dobson, is the wife of Focus on the Family Chairman James

Dobson. According to the T~.~!~ FQ~ ~bsi~, the group "is housed in the Focus on the Family

headquarters for convenience, so long as Mrs. Dobson remains the Chairman." The site says that the

business affairs of the two groups are separate, "and Focus on the Family is compensated for services

rendered."

Organizations listed on the sidebar of the

group’s ~ews~pa~e. include: Charles

Colson’s Prison Fellowship Ministry;

Samaritan’s Purse, a group run by

Franklin Graham who has disparaged Islam;

and Prayer Flight, which plans to overfly

50 state capitals on Nay 1st.

~ayF: "What an awesome thought, to know

that individuals are flying overhead while

praying for you, your neighbors, schools,

government and all aspects of your

community. Through our prayers we are

beseeching our Lord and Saviour to heal our

communities and nation."

In its school section the Task Force links

LIVE HEADLINES
ABOUT THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

F~o_ c___ommu~iD_Abu__Dhabi observes National

Sep 12, 2008
F p no community in Abu Dhabi observes National Day of
PrayerPhilippine Star. Philippines - 20 hours ...

Filipino community in Abu Dhabi observes National Da
National Day of Prayer a~__d__Rec_.o_n_ciliation - Manila BU_!!.~
Sund_a-_y_is N at i O n aJ_.~_a~v_ 9_f__~ r~y__e_r...r_S~ ~..._s_t_..~i~.~.~yi~
No victors in Mindanao violence, says Chief Justice - (31
National ~_~{~er con~jnuest.~o~.a..n_d - C~[m_berh
COMING T 0 G E .T_H._E_.~:_ ~._e_r_QLP_~_~_[.E| rst .~.~_ Q.~t.~ ~t
_P_r_a ey~_Da_y~fund_s_.d_e_c_r_!e_d;__Chu_r_ch~.s_ta-te_ !~_s..u_e_ ~ci_t~.d...~ WI
CommunLt~ invited to take ~a_rt in Cry_Out America_! ~

itself to "historian" David Barton, a leading proponent of the false notion that the United States was

founded as a Christian nation.

The National Day of Prayer Task force excludes participation by Jews, Catholics,
Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, and even moderate evangelical Christians. Although it

calls itself "Judeo-Christian," it is explicitly (and narrowly) Christian.

A Task Force a40.. IpJLc__ation__d__o~u_m~t_ that volunteer coordinators must sign states: "I commit that NDP
activities I serve with will be conducted solely by (::hristians while those with differing beliefs are

welcome to attend."

Th~ ~abQut~ pag~ of the "official" website of the Task Force uses the term "Judeo Christian" a couple

of times, but makes clear that the state- and local- level events are fundamentalist Protestant and
other faiths are unwelcome. In its Official Policy Statement on Participation of "Non-Judeo-
Christian" groups in the National Day of Prayer, the group states:

The National Day of Prayer Task Force was a creation of the National Prayer Committee
for the expressed purpose : f organizing and promoting prayer observances conforming to

a Judeo-Christian system o; values. People with other theological and philosophical views
are, of course, free to orga :ize and participate in activities that are consistent with their
own beliefs. This diversity ~; what Congress intended when it designated the Day of

http://www.inclusiveprayerc’~ay.org/talkingpoints, html 9/13/2008



C, all for an Inclusive National Day of Prayer -- Facts and Talking Points Page 2 of 2

Prayer, not that every faith and creed would be homogenized, but that all who sought to
pray for this nation would be encouraged to do so in any way deemed appropriate. It is
that broad invitation to the American people that led, in our case, to the creation of the
Task Force and the Judeo-Christian principles on which it is based.

Local Task Force coordinators must sign a Christian statement of faith. According to the Task Force’s
~_o__o_r~i_n___a_t_o~8_~_e__bsi_t_g, coordinators must include in their application a "statement of faith,
confirming your commitment to Christ." The text of the statement is as follows:

I believe that the Holy Bible is the inerrant Word of The Living God. I believe that Jesus

Christ is the Son of God and the only One by which I can obtain salvation and have an

ongoing relationship with God. I believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, his virgin

birth, his sinless life, his miracles, the atoning work of his shed blood, his resurrection and

ascension, his intercession and his coming return to power and glory. I believe that those

who follow Jesus are family and there should be unity among all who claim his name. I

agree that these statemenl~ are true in my life.

The Christian orientation of the organization is even more explicit on its ~.~drai~j.n~l~_~g~, where it
requests support to "bring the name of Christ out from behind church walls and into the public
frontlines of all 50 states" and to "[k]eep our Christian faith and religious freedom in the public
square."

On ~h~ I~.ge~, the organization in describing the day, states, "Christian leaders address the
current year’s theme and other areas of interest (i.e. education, youth, families, etc.)."

In a 2005 report on the Task Force, the Texas Freedom Network quoted a similarly exclusionary
statement from the Task Force’s website: "Our expression of that involvement [in the National Day of
Prayer] is specifically limited to the Judeo-Christian heritage and those who share that conviction as
expressed in the Lausanne Covenant." The Lausanne Covenant is a 1974 declaration of evangelical
Christianity that includes a belief in Biblical inerrancy and Christian exclusivity.

The National Day of Prayer Task Force deliberately fosters the impression that it and
its events are official government operations,

For example:

_Onj_!~ _w_~i~t~, the Task Force states that "Dr. Ravi Zacharias will help lead this nation in
prayer as the 2008 Honorary Chairman of the National Day of Prayer."

In a d~..m~c.c~ut!!~i~g th~ d~.ti.~ o~..|~;~ yario~.~. |~v~!~ ~f ¢~7.d~.~tors, the Task
Force says that a duty of the state-level coordinator is to "Coordinate an observance at the

State Capitol or in the [state capital] city that makes a public statement to the state
government officials by being physically at the Capitol building and/or having them
participate in the observance,"

More facts about the National Day of Prayer Task Force.

"In 2007, approximately 40,000 events were held nationwide. Local volunteers and coordinators held a
variety of activities ranging from prayer breakfasts, Bible reading marathons, concerts of prayer,
rallies, church prayer vigils, student flagpole gatherings and observances held in sports stadiums."
Click here

The Task Force ~.~fer~...~;~ach~r~ "some tips to legally integrate prayer into your daily lessons."

The call for an Inclusive National Day of Prayer is a project of J~VSO~!~irst~org.

http://www.inclusiveprayerday.org/talkingpoints.html 9/13/2008
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National Day of Prayer: an event inclusive of all faiths:

The National Day o[ Prayer was originally intended to be an inter-faith observance. It was to involve
monotheistic religions (conservative, mainline and liberal ~hr!stians, Jews, M~st!rns, ~ikh~, B~hai!~), a
well as followers of the many duotheistic, henotheistic, and polytheistic religions present in in the
United States (_H_iod~u~, some Abori~_0a[s, Wi~cc_~D~, other Ne~g~_s, Zo~ro_a~t_O~.ns_, followers of Yo._....~n.
SBo.t~.~£i.~, etc).

Proclamations by President Clinton stressed the inclusiveness of the NDP. In 1998, he
Law 100-307 as honoring" ... the religious diversity our freedom permits by reco~nizin~ annually a
’National Day of Prayer.’" 1 In 1999, President Clinton wrote: "On the Great Plains, American Indians
prayed for peace and for blessings upon their children and their friends. The Pilgrims prayed from
moment they first set foot on this continent. Our Nation’s
based on freedom and respect for human rights. Our military leaders and the millions of men and
women who have served in our Armed Forces have prayed in the midst of every conflict in which
Nation has fought. And so it continues to this day, as Americans of every race, background, and
pray in churches, mosques, syna~osues, temples, and their own homes for ~uidance, wisdom, and
courase in confrontin~ the challenges before us." z

In his annual proclamations, President Bush continues the tradition of referring to the NDP as an
observance for persons of all religions. In 2005, he wrote: "Since our Nation’s earliest days, prayer ha
~iven strength and comfort to Americans of oil faiths....I ask the citizens of our Nation to ~ive
each accordin~ to his or her own faith, for the liberty and blessings we have received and for God’s
continued £uidance and protection. " 11

Coordination of Evangelical Christian NDP events by the NDPTF:

The National Day of Prayer Task Force (NDPTF) is an Evangelical Christian group who coordinates NDF
events which are organized by local conservative Christian groups. Their charter and vision
are written in inclusive terminology. It could be applied with equal ease to Christian, Jewish, Muslim
Sikh events -- in fact to all religions which believe in intercessory prayer. It could be applied to evenl
that were inclusive of all of these religions. Their charter reads:

"The National Day of Prayer Task Force exists to encourage and promote events related to
the National Day of Prayer, the first Thursday in Iday. Every effort is made to provide
resources for individuals wishin~ to participate in or plan events on behalf of our ministry."

"The NDP Task Force will accomplish this £oal by:

Recruitin£ state, re~ional and city Coordinators and other volunteers to plan and
facilitate local events.
Providin~ materials and ideas in support of the Coordinators and other interested
citizens promoting the event.
Coordinatins a national media campaign !eadin£ up to the day. Planning and leadin~
events in Washington, D.C. on the first Thursday in bray.
Carrying out other activffies which focus the attention of every citizen on the need for
intercessory prayer for our nation and it.~ leaders." 12

EXHIBIT
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"To communicate with every family the need for personal repentance and prayer, and to
mobilize ,families to personal and corporate prayer, particularly on behalf of the nation
and those in leadership on all levels of local, national, church and educational areas of
influence."

In practice: an event exclusively for conservative Christians:

The events coordinated by the NDPTF seems to have become restricted to only Judea-Christian
observances during the late 1990s. During most of the 1990s, there were a few events sponsored by
Jewish groups. During and after 1999, none were obvious. The events and the Task Force appear
entirely Christian based, with the vast majority from the conservative wing of Christianity.

A regional index of events for the 1999 NDP listed Z events sponsored by United Methodist
Churches, one each by a Roman Catholic, Episcopal, and Presbyterian congregation. Among the
many dozens of events, all of the remainder were either sponsored by
Evangelical/Fundamentalist/Pentecostal groups, or were organized by groups of unknown
affiliation. There do not appear to be any events organized by Jewish groups. Event
sponsorship by other religions appear to be absent, although some events welcome persons of
all faiths to their gathering. 3
One reference to the National Prayer Committee describes it as "a 25-year old non-profit
corporation whose members represent a coalition of respected Christian leaders committed to
mobilizin£ united prayer amahs U.S. Christians."4
One reference to the National Day of Prayer Task Force describes its purpose as "callin~
America back to God by callin~ the Church back to prayer." 5
All of the speakers at the 1999 Concert of Prayer broadcast appear to have been Evangelical
Christians, with the exception of Lloyd Ogilvie, the Chaplain of the U.S. Senate. He is a
Presbyterian.
The Task Force’s FAQ page states: "Americans of all faiths are encouraged to participate in the
NDP accordin£ to their own traditions. However, the IVDP Task Force [only] provides
promotional materials and sponsors several events in keepin~ with the Judea-Christian
tradition." 6 In fact, they are not Judea-Christian; they promote conservative Christianity only.
The Task Force’s printed bulletin inserts refers to participants in the NDP "are to be a refu~e
that attracts the needy; a central point to which those from all walks of life can receive
comfort, sustenance and protection as you point them to the all-powerful Say, or. Because of
Christ’s radiance within you, people and situations surroundin~ you should be chan~in£ for the
better."
The Task Force’s bookmark cites 7 religious texts, all from the Bible. It also recommends that
individuals follow "the example of Jesus Christ (/vlatthew 26:39)"
FIo religious text other than the Christian Scriptures (New Testament) have been used to
create the yearly theme.
The NDP "Application for Volunteer Event Coordinator" asks for:
~ A personal testimony "How did you come to know Jesus as your Savior."
¯ The "local church or fellowship" that the applicant attends.
~ "l~linistries" that the applicant has served in.
~ "~Hinistries" that I have served in. 7

One gets the distinct impression that only conservative Christians need apply for the post.

There are local observances of the NDP which are organized by non-Evangelical Christians, by
members of other religions, and by interfaith groups. They are not coordinated by a national group
that is similar to the NDPTF.

Sponsored link:
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Reaction to the exclusivity of the NDP:

Americans United for Separation of Church and State complained in a 1999 news release that "The an
National Day of Prayer has been hijacked by Religious Right organizations that are using it to promot
their religious political agenda." 8,9 Conservative Christian organizations have certainly been active i~
promoting the NDP. However, they have not hijacked the NDP in the usual sense of that word. There
absolutely nothing to prevent another group from following the original intent of the NDP by organizi
series of inclusive events on the same date - events that would wetcome and encourage the participa
of all theistic reUgions, from Asatru to Zorastrianism, including Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Wicca, as v
as conservative, mainUne and Ubera[ Christianity.

A 1999-APR Americans United news release stated that: "Task Force materials distributed this year
exclude Mormons, Muslims and other minority faiths, distort Supreme Court decisions and give a fat5
impression of U.S. history." Executive director Barry Lynn, a United Church of Christ minister, said:
"They’re using the National Day of Prayer to promote bad history, bad law and bad interfaith relatioJ
Some examples which Lynn has extracted from the Task Force’s materials allegedly are:

Local organizers need not allow non-Judeo-Christian groups to participate. The NDP material
states that other faiths can set up their own separate events.
NDP material requires each NDP volunteer "must be a Christian who has a personal
relationship wffh Christ." Access "to the microphone" should be restricted to church leaders
who beUeve in "salvation by grace alone" and who also "have a personal relationship with
Christ."
An NDP sample letter that local groups can use to invite religious leaders to events states: "!W]
e are looking forward to assembling the BODY OF CHRIST so we are covered as to why we
haven’t invited Mormons, Muslims, etc. It is a big chore to get all of the Christians together
and our goal is just that." (The term "Christians" appears to refer to Fundamentalist and other
EvangeUca[ Christians only.)
The material includes quotations:

by James Madison about the !_Q ~Q~0.d.r~)~;~. which is apparently a ancient fake,
having been debunked by scholars.
from a 1963 U.S. Supreme Court landmark decision that is allegedly completely
fabricated.
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~ oo~oAD
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9. Americans United for Separation of Church and State has a home page at:
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$tates of America," 2005-~Y-03, at:
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The National Day of Prayer is a day designated by
the United States Congress as a day when people are
asked to come together._~d pray: especially for the,.~.
count, It was created as a floating holiday in 1952
and fixed on the first Thursday in May by Ronald
Reagan.
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¯ 3 Controversy
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History

There have been several national days of prayer in the
U.S. before the day was made official in 1952. The
Continental Congress issued a day of prayer in 1775 to
designate "a time for prayer in forming a new nation."
During the Quasi-War with France, President John
Adams declared May 9, 1798 as "a day of solemn
humiliation, fasting, and prayer," during which citizens
of all faiths were asked to pray "that our country may
be protected from all the dangers which threaten it".Ill

National Day of Prayer

Observed by

Date

2009 date

The United States of America

First Thursday in May

May 7

On March 30, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln issued the following proclamation:

By the President of the United States of America.

A Proclamation.

Whereas, the Senate of the United States, devoutly recognizing the Supreme Authority and just
Government of Almighty God, in all the affairs of men and of nations, has, by a resolution, requested the
President to designate and set apart a day for National prayer and humiliation.

And whereas it is the duty of nations as well as of men, to own their dependence upon the overruling
power of God, to confess their sins and transgressions, in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope that
genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon; and to recognize the sublime truth, announced in the
Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that those nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord.

And, insomuch as we know that, by His divine law, nations like individuals are subjected to punishments
and chastisements in this world, may we not justly fear that the awful calamity of civil war which now
desolates the land, may be but a punishment, inflicted upon us, for our presumptuous
end of our national reformation as a whole People? We have been the recipients of the
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of Heaven. We have been preserved, these many years, in peace and prosperity. We have grown in
numbers, wealth and power, as no other nat,’on has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. We have
forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace, and multiplied and enriched and strengthened
us; and we have vainly imagined, in the decei~lness of our hearts, that all these blessings were
produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have
become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to
the God that made us!

It behooves us then, to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to confess our national sins, and to
pray f6r clemency and forgiveness=

Now, therefore, in compliance with the request, and fully concurring in the views of the Senate, I do, by
this my proclamation, designate and set apart Thursday, the 30th. day of April, 1863, a~ a day of national
humiliation, fasting and prayer. And I do hereby request all the People to abstain, on that day, from their
ordinary secular pursuits, and to unite, at their several places of public worship and their respective
homes, in keeping, the day holy to the Lord, and devoted to the humble discharge of the religious duties
proper to that solemn occasion.

All this being done, in sincerity and truth, let u~ then rest humbly in the hope authorized by the Divine
teachings, that the united cry of the Nation will be heard on high, and answered with blessings, no less
than the pardon of our national sins, and the restoration of our now divided and suffering Country, to its
former happy condition of unity and peace.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington, this thirtieth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-three, and of the Independence of the United States the eighty seventh.

By the President: Abraham Lincoln

William H. Seward, Secretary of State121

More recently, the idea of an annual National Day of Prayer was intro,d_u_ced by the Rev. Billy Graham,
su ested it in the midst of a several-weeks crusade in the nation s capitol. Members of the House

~n~°sengagte introduced a joint resolution for an annual National Day of Prayer, "on which the people o,f,
the United States may turn to God in prayer and meditation at churches, in groups, and as individuals.

Senator Robertson called the resolution a measure against "the corrosive forces of communism which
seek simultaneously to destroy our democratic way of life and the faith in an Almighty God on which it i

based."[3]

A Senate report mistakenly claims as part of the rationale for the law that prayers were conducted at the
Constitutional Convention, which adopted the U.S. Constitution: "When the delegates to the
Constitutional Convention encountered difficulties in the writing and formation of a Constitution for this
Nation, prayer was suggested and became an established practice at succeeding sessions," according to
the report by the Committee on the Judiciary.

However, Benjamin Franklin suggested prayer, but in his own notes recorded that the convention,
"except for three or four persons, thought prayers unnecessary." His suggestion to pray was met politely
but with some embarrassment, scholars note, and delegates quickly adjourned.[4]

On April 17, 1952, President Harry S. Truman signed a bill proclaiming a National Day of Prayer must
be declared by each following president at an appropriate date of his choice. In 1982 a National Prayer
Committee formed to coordinate and implement a fixed commemorated day of prayer. In 1988, President
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Ronald Reagan amended the law decreeing that the National Day of Prayer should be held on the first
Thursday of May. A claimed intention of the National Day of Prayer was that it would be a day when
members of all faiths could pray together in their own way.

National Day of Prayer Task Force

The National Prayer Committee created a non-governmental organization called The National Day of
Prayer Task Force, with the intended purpose of coordinating events specifically for evangelical
Christians for the National Day of Prayer. Based in Colorado Springs, Colorado, they work out of
facilities from Focus on the Family, a Christian organization. Shirley Dobson (wife of Focus on the
Family founder James Dobson) is currently at the head of the Task Force.

The Task force’s website says in their FAQ section: "Americans of all faiths are encouraged to
participate in the [National Day of PrayerJ according to their own traditions. However, the [National
Day of Prayer] Task Force provides promotional materials and sponsors several events in keeping with
the Judeo-Christian tradition". The 2008 application[5] requires giving statement affirming Biblical
Inerrancy, and requires voluteers "commit that NDP activities I serve with will be conducted solely by
Christians". A previous application for volunteer coordinators with the Task Force lists the following as a
primary qualification, "Commitment to Christ. A volunteer must be an evangelical Christian who has a
personal relationship with Christ. I acknowledge that I am working for the Lord Jesus Christ and the
furthering of His Work on earth and agree to perform my work with the highest standard of Christian
faith."

Controversy

Issues of government involvement with religion are often disputed because of the Establishment clause in
the First Amendment. While the free-exercise clause allows for this type of event to be organized by non-
governmental bodies, the U.S. Congress may not pass any laws enforcing religious observances.[6]

The contention was brought to attention by one of the Founding Fathers, Thomas Jefferson. On January

23, 1808 he wrote on the topic:

"Fasting and prayer are religious exercises; the enjoining them an act of discipline. Every
religious society has a right to determine for itself the time for these exercises, and the
objects proper for them, according to their own particular tenets; and fight can never be
safer than in their hands, where the Constitution has deposited it .... civil powers alone
have been given to the President of the United States and no authority to direct the
religious exercises of his constituents.’’[7]

In 1822, James Madison wrote:

"There has been another deviation from the strict principle in the Executive Proclamations
of fasts & festivals, so far, at least, as they have spoken the language of injunction, or
have lost sight of the equality of all religious sects in the eye of the Constitution. Whilst I
was honored with the Executive Trust I found it necessary on more than one occasion to
follow the example of predecessors. But I was always careful to make the Proclamations
absolutely indiscriminate, and merely recommendatory; or rather mere designations of
a day, on which all who thought proper might unite in consecrating it to religious
purposes, according to their own faith & forms. In this sense, I presume you reserve to the
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Govt. a right to appoint particular days for religious worship throughout the State, without
any penal sanction enforcing the worship.’’[8]

George W. Bush made a point of holding events on the National Day of Prayer in each year of his
presidency. However, Bill Clinton did not hold any such events during his time in office, and George
H.W. Bush and Ronald Reagan each hosted special events for the day only once during their respective
administrations.

Those opposed to a national day of prayer have established another observance that coincides with the
National Day of Prayer called the National Day of Reason. Groups such as the NYC Atheists have
organized blood donations on the same day.[9]

In 2004, Mormons were barred from conducting services during National Day of Prayer ceremonies by
the group’s task force chairwoman, Shirley Dobson. [10]

In 2008, the Freedom From Religion Foundation, on October 3, 2008 sued President George W. Bush,
Jim Doyle, Shirley Dobson, chair, National Day of Prayer Task Force, and White House Press Secretary
Dana Perino at a Madison, Wisconsin federal court, challenging the federal law designating the National
Day of Prayer.[1 I][12] The Alliance Defense Fund (ADF), a conservative non-profit legal organization, is
defending Shirley Dobson and the National Day of Prayer Task Force free of charge against the Freedom
From Religion Foundation lawsuit. In February 2009, the website SaveTheNDOP.org was launched for
supporters of the National Day of Prayer to voice their opposition to the lawsuit. The Obama
administration asked U.S. District Judge Barbara Crabb to dismiss the ease in March 2009. The
administration argued the group has no legal standing to sue and that the tradition of the National Day of
Prayer dated back to 1775, despite the fact Congress created it in 1952.[13] The suit was then amended to
include President Obama and Press Secretary Gibbs. Subsequently, President Obama did not hold a
formal event for the NDOP on May 7, 2009.

See also

¯Day of Prayer
¯National Day of Reason
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America’s National Day of Prayer (2006)

On May 4, 2006, Americans across the nation came together to cdebrate the National Day of Prayer. The
first Thursday in May was marked by Congress in 1952 as a date to "turn to God in prayer and meditation at
churches, in groups, and as individuals." (1) Some ceremonies were held in public civic places, others in
churches as community gatherings; some included many faiths, and others restricted public prayers to
Christian voices alone. As a variety of people offered their prayers and reflections, a debate within religious
America over the nature of this day continued.

Historical Foundations
Although days of prayer and reflection have been named by Congress and the President for many years, in
most cases these involved a particular event, such as celebrating the end of the Revolutionary War or
prayers for peace during wartime. The Continental Congress asked for guidance in forming a nation in 1775;
in 1863, President Lincoln sought a day of"fasting and prayer" during the Civil War (2); and during World
War II, President Roosevelt led Christians in prayer during his radio addresses. (3)

However, presidents have disagreed on the desirability of national days of prayer: Th°mas Jeffers°n’ in an
¯ana I.~.r *. ~h~ R~erend Samuel Miller, wrote ""Fasting and prayer are religious exercises; the enjoining~h~e~r~ ~n~’~t’~f-~i~ii~e. Every religious society has a ri .ght.to determi.ne ,for !tsel.f the ~n~ ~o(~hneTever be

exercises, and the objects proper for them, according to tlamr own part~cmar tenets; ana g
safer than in their hands, where the Constitution has deposited it." (3a) In James Madison’s 1817 Detached
Memoranda, he expressed doubts about national days of prayer, as "they seem to imply and certainly
nourish the erroneous idea of a national religion."

In 1952, following a six-week oraver ¢ompaign in Washiny9.?-.?e lo, d..hy B~l..v Grzha,,_m (q,b~ m,_~mho_? o_.~f~th~e¢
I_F6~_~s~ and Senate introduced a joint resolution ibr a yearw ~auonat og¥ 9r vraver, on wmcn me veop~e ut
the United States may turn to God in prayer and meditation at churches, in groups, and as individuals’." (3c)
R~. Percy l’nest cauea tot a’proclamation of "a day Which members of all taitlas and all religions
spend in meditation and prayer." (3b) Senator Robertson saw the resolution as a measure against "the
corrosive forces of communism which seek simultaneously to destroy our democratic way of life and the
faith in an Almighty God on which it is based." (3b) In 1952, President Truman signed into law an act
officially establishing a National Day of Prayer. These days varied from year to year, as each president
proclaimed a different date; President Eisenhower, for example, named July 4, 1953. (3d)

In 1988, Congress amended the resolution to name a recurring date of the first Thursday in May. The
resolution was signed into law by President Reagan, and subsequent presidents have offered non-sectarian
proclamations on the National Day of Prayer:

"In every city, town, and rural community across our country, people of every religious denomination
gather to worship according to their faith. In churches, synagogues, temples, and mosques, Americans come
together to pray."--President Bill Clinton, 1998. (2)

"The Congress... has called on our citizens to reaffirm the role of prayer in our society and to honor the
religious diversity our freedom permits by recogmzmg annually a National Day of Prayer. --President
George W. Bush, 2002. (3a)

Interfaith Celebrations of the National Day of Prayer in 2005
In response to this call, many groups have organized public gatherings. Several of these have been notable
for their inclusion of many faiths. Tulsa, Oklahoma featured several events on May 5, 2oo5, from a prayer
breakfast at the United Methodist Church to prison ministry at the David L. Moss Criminal Justice Center.
A noon service included leaders from seven faith communities ~ Catholic, Protestant, Hindu, Jewish,
Buddhist, Islamic, and Native American~and was attended by the mayor of Tulsa. Prayers for peace and
compassion were offered, and the service celebrated both the shared experiences between human beings
and the differences between faith tradit!ons. (4)

The Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast in Redlar, ds, California on the same day was organized by the Redlands Area
Interfaith Council. Catholics, Protestams, evangelical Christians, Jews, Baha’is and members of the Church
of Latter-Day Saints asked for blessings "on government leaders, the community, and the world." Prayers
mentioned the importance of Holocam,: Remembrance Day (also May 5th), the understanding to accept our
differences, and a hope for a city in which "everyone has a home, no one is hungry, and neighbors help each
other."(6)
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In Oklahoma City, 15o people attended a similar ceremony outside the Capitol building, including Muslim,
Christian, Jewish, Pagan, and atheist leaders. Attendees spoke on the virtues of religious freedom and
tolerance; Stephanie Urquhardt of the Military Pagan Network remarked, "This is how we create a world of
beneficence and creativity.’(5)

The National Day of Prayer Task Force
Prayers on the same day offered at events supported by the National Day of Prayer Task Force were similar
in intent, offering hope for peace, compassion, and wisdom for our leaders. However, these events were
different in a very important way: only Christians were welcome to speak, and only Christians who agreed
to a particular evangelical view of Christianity were able to volunteer as coordinators. (2)

A research report (2) by the T_¢xas Faith Network (7) investigates the National Day of Prayer Task Force.
According to their report, the Task Force was founded in 1988 to "encourage and promote events related to
the National Day of Prayer." It is a private non-profit organization that recruits volunteers on local and
regional levels as well as planning events in Washington, D.C. It maintains close ties with Focus on the
Family, a conservative evangelical Christian organization; the Task Force’s headquarters are within Focus
on the Family offices in Colorado, and the Task Force is chaired by Shirley Dobson, wife of the founder of
Focus on the Family. (2)            ..

Events sponsored by the Task Force are "specifically limited to the Judeo-Christian heritage and those who
share that conviction as expressed in the Lausanne Covenant." (8) The ~!!~a~ COEe~r~t expresses a
specifically evangelical Christianity, which may not be compatible with the beliefs of Catholics and many
non-evangelical Protestants: for example, salvation is not to be found without Christ, and the Bible is
regarded as infallible. (16) Those who are not members of this tradition are welcome to attend events, but
will not be allowed to speak. The Texas Faith Network concludes that the designation of Task Force events
as "Judeo-Christian" is "a disingenuous claim", given that the Lausanne Covenant focuses on redemption
through Christ alone, and thus does not include Jewish beliefs. (2)

The Texas Faith Network’s research shows how the National Day of Prayer Task Force interprets the
general term of "prayer" as specifically Christian invocations; likewise, their version of Christianity is tied to
a particular political outlook. The "Freedom Five", a list of topics to pray for, includes mention of bringing
schools "back to basics" (8), and halting "condom distribution, the promotion of homosexuality."(2) A
report on the Task Force’s website, "~h~Q~...P~y¢~..~Y~ Gt~d~," laments the Supreme Court decision to
remove public prayer in schools and links that decision to declines in student performance, violent crime,
and unstable families. (9) Christianity is depicted as identical to a culturally conservative outlook.

Concern about the role of the Task Force is not new. For several years, Americans United tbr Separation of
Church and State has issued press release~ regarding the National Day of Prayer Task Force, describing its
links with Focus on the Family and its blurring of the line between governmental organization and religious
institution. (18) In 2oo2, Americans United released a ~" Asked Questions brochure about the
National Day of Prayer (19), and their website includes a Media Backgronnd document. (20)

Although the Task Force is a private non-profit and not a governmental organization, its publications and
press releases constantly blur this distinction. An annual official theme and honorary chairperson are
chosen each year (for 2oo6, the theme is "America, Honor God") (8), and press releases are "marketed to
the media, as well as state governments and local municipalities." (2) Press releases on the National Day of
Prayer move freely from discussing the history of the Day of Prayer to announcing the ’official’ theme and
chairman, without mention of the non-profit, sectarian, and non-governmental nature of the Task Force.
(2) A press statement regarding Hurricane Katrina has the same omission, and includes a paragraph about
the Congressional establishment of the National Day of Prayer directly after a call to pray together. (lO) The
report of the Texas Faith Network concludes that this deliberate, and false, conflation of government
approval and private initiative effectively "brands the National Day of Prayer Task Force as the de facto
national sponsor", making a day of many prayers into a sectarian-sponsored event. (2)

When Pluralism and Exclusivism Collide
Conflicts have arisen over exclusive sectarian interpretations of the National Day of Prayer. In Muncie, IN, a
2OO3 celebration of the National Day of Prayer fractured into two different events when the organizers
disagreed over whether the event would involve, multiple faiths or only conservative Christians. Both events
took place at City Hall; both were attended by the mayor. (11)

In 2005, the Piano, Texas National Day of Prayer event was radically different from the previous two years.
The Collin County Interfaith Group, which includes Hindu, Baha’i, Jewish, Muslim, and Christian
representatives, had planned events in ~oo3 and 2004. Local National Day of Prayer Task Force volunteers
took control of the 2005 service, and only Christians were invited to participate. (12)

Troy, Michigan, became in 2005 the site of a legal battleground over what a National Day of Prayer service
should be. The city’s National Day of Prayer had been organized by the National Day of Prayer Task Force
and held on the plaza in front of City Hall for nearly ten years. In 2oo4, Mayor Louise Schilling had asked
Ms. Padma Kuppa, an Indian-born US citizen, to give a Hindu prayer during her introduction of the event;
the Task Force objected. The next year, once again Ms. Kuppa contacted the coordinator of the Task Force
event in Troy personally and requested that othzr faith communities be represented. The coordinator
refused, and asked the City Council to recogni;:e the Task Force event as an exclusively Judeo-Christian
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observance. (13)

With the help of the local branch of the National Council for Community and Justice, Ms. Kuppa was put in
touch with local faith leaders. Together, this ~!~QY !~h G~I~. worked to propose a different, multi-
faith event for the same day. (13) The rabbi from Troy’s only Jewish congregation, Shir Tikvah, joined the
planning for the interfaith celebration, turning the Task Force event into a Christian rather than Judeo-
Christian observance. (17) Mayor Schilling opposed the use of City Hall facilities for the Task Force’s
Christian-only event. The Task Force consulted with lawyers and protested that their rights to free speech
and free exercise of religion were being abridged. The City Council voted to allow the Task Force’s event,
but also suggested that the Interfaith Group meet at the same location an hour earlier. (13) The Interfaith
Group declined, and rescinded their request to use city property, saying it would be appropriate to meet
elsewhere for a religious purpose. (14)

Thus, on May 5, 2005, both groups celebrated the National Day of Prayer, drawing about 250 people each.
(13) At noon, the Task Force-sponsored group met at City Hall, featuring "speakers in alignment with our
faith", according to the coordinator. (14) The Troy Interfaith Group met that evening; after a Muslim call to
prayer, presenters read prayers for the nation, verses on kinship and the golden rule, and sang, among
other sdectious, "God Bless America" and "We’Shall Overcome." (15) Religious Diversity News articles on
the Troy National Day of Prayer celebrations ~t~.b~ fQur~d.h~re~

Differing Visions

Two different visions of religious America colli’de on the National Day of Prayer. One reflects a vision of
America as solely a Christian country, and supports a politicized version of conservative evangelical
Christianity. This religious America is founded on these Christian prayers, and seeks to strengthen the
nation through emphasizing one version of its majority faith.

The other vision of America recognizes that our religious landscape contains far more than a single
interpretation of Christianity, and that this diversity is in itself a strength. At these events, people are not
asked to set aside their different faiths, but rather to draw on each one’s beliefs, bringing all the varied
prayers for compassion, peace, and dreams of a better world together.

The National Day of Prayer Task Force is correct that "a particular expression of [the National Day of
Prayer] can be defined by those who choose to organize it." (8) The freedom of every group to gather and
pray publicly must be upheld; to do otherwise is to deny the freedom of free exercise of religion in America.
The organizers of a National Day of Prayer event are free to hold a ceremony that does not contradict their
beliefs.

On one hand, such a ceremony might be a celebration of a single faith, and a single political outlook within
that faith. On the other, celebrations of the National Day of Prayer could reflect both the America that
existsI3with multiple faiths and many opinions within each faithI3and a hope for an America in the future:
inclusive and accepting of different faiths, bringing many voices together in celebration and communion.
The first Thursday in May will continue to reflect these different visions as the tension between exclusivity
and religious freedom is negotiated.
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Plaintiff Mike Smith responds and/or objects to Defendants’ First Set of

Interrogatories and First Request for Production of Documents as follows:

GENERAL OBJECTIONS

The following general objections apply to the entirety of Defendants’ First Set of
Interrogatories and Requests for Production of Documents.

General Objection No. 1: Plaintiffs object to Defendants’ First Set of Interrogatories
and Requests for Production of Documents to the extent that it seeks information beyond
the scope of discovery, or otherwise purports to impose discovery or procedural obligations
upon Plaintiffs greater than those set forth in the Colorado Rules of Civil Procedure.

General Obiection No. 2: Plaintiffs object to Defendants’ First Set of Interrogatories
and Requests for Production of Documents to the extent that it seeks information which is
protected from disclosure by: (a) the attorney-client privilege; (b) the work-product
doctrine; and/or (c) any other privileges or immunities. Any inadvertent disclosure of
information shall not be deemed a waiver or impairment of Plaintiffs’ right to assert the
applicability of any privilege or immunity to the information.

General Obiection No. 3: Plaintiffs object to Defendants’ First Set of Discovery
Requests to Plaintiffs as being overly broad, unduly burdensome, and oppressive.

General Objection No. 4: Plaintiffs object to Defendants’ First Set of Discovery
Requests to Plaintiffs as unduly burdensome, oppressive and beyond the scope of discovery
to the extent it seeks information already within the possession and control of Defendants
or their counsel, or to the extent it seeks information that is equally available or readily
ascertainable from public sources or sources of information hosted by, or accessible by,
Defendants.

General Objection No. 5: Plaintiffs object to Defendants’ First Set of Discovery
Requests to Plaintiffs as overly broad, unduly burdensome, and not reasonably calculated to
lead to the discovery of admissible evidence to the extent a particular request does not
contain a time period limitation or is not appropriately limited to seek information relevant
to the claims alleged in Plaintiffs’ Complaint.

General Objection No. 6: Plaintiffs’ responses and objections to Defendants’ First Set of
Discovery Requests to Plaintiffs are based upon information currently known and available
to them. Plaintiffs have not yet completed their investigation of the facts pertaining to this
matter, and preparations for trial are ongoing. Plaintiffs, therefore, reserve their rights to
amend, modify, or supplement the objections or responses stated herein, and to use
subsequently discovered documents or other information and documents or other



information known but whose relevance, significance, or applicability has not yet been

INTERROGATORIES

INTERROGATORY 1: Identify every Colorado day-of=prayer HP on which

plaintiff relies to support any of the claims in the complaint.

RESPONSE: The plaintiffs rely upon at least the Prayer Proclamations from 2004-

2009.

INTERROGATORY 2: Identify every Colorado day-of-prayer "dedication" (as

opposed to any HP) on which plaintiff relies to support any of the claims in the complaint.

RESPONSE: Object on the basis that the Interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.

Without waiving the objection, the plaintiff relies upon at least the Day of Prayer

celebration on May 4, 2007, in which Governor Ritter participated, as well as the

Celebration in 2008. Governor Ritter also has participated in the Colorado Prayer

Luncheon, including on May 22, 2008. This answer further may be supplemented as

additional discovery is forthcoming from the defendants. The plaintiff further notes that

the term "dedication" is ambiguous as to what information the defendants are seeking, but

each declared "Colorado Day of Prayer" is itself deemed a dedicated and objectionable

endorsement of religion, on a day designated for that sole purpose.

INTERROGATORY 3: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that each HP prevented each plaintiff from exercising his or its right to non-

belief.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff does not claim to have been coercively prevented from

exercising his right to non-belief. The plaintiff does contend that the annual declaration of



a "Colorado Day of Prayer" gives the appearance of religious endorsement,

INTERROGATORY 4: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that each PIP affected each plaintiff’s political status in the state of Colorado.

RESPONSE: Object on the basis that the interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.

Without waiving the objection, the plaintiff complains herein that annual declarations of a

"Colorado Day of Prayer" give the appearance of elevating and endorsing religion as a

solution to social problems, while encouraging all persons to believe in God, and thereby

giving the appearance that belief is preferable and that believers have special access to

government leaders, including the Governor.

INTERROGATORY 5: State whether or not each plaintiffhas attended or

participated in any day of prayer event in Colorado or any NDP event, and identify the

date, time, and the actions each plaintiff took at such events, including but not limited to,

whether any plaintiff was prevented from taking any action he or it wanted to take at such

event.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff has not attended or participated in Colorado Day of

Prayer or NDP events, as to which he objects. The Governor’s encouragement through

annual proclamations that all citizens of Colorado should actively participate in such

events, however, puts the plaintiff in the position of either violating his own freedom of

conscience or being excluded from events muted by the Governor.

INTERROGATORY 6: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the governor or any other state official in any way affected or took any other

action with regard to any plaintiff who did not attend or participate in the events referenced

in the above paragraph.
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RESPONSE: The plaintiff does not contend that the Governor’s annual declarations

of a "Colorado Day of Prayer" are accompanied by coerced belief or participation in prayer

events. The plaintiff does complain, however, that the Governor’s annual proclamations

give the appearance of religious endorsement by elevating religion as a supposed solution

to problems, and by encouraging all citizens of Colorado to believe in a God. The plaintiff

considers that such encouragement of all citizens to believe in a God violates his freedom

of conscience by telling citizens that religion is the solution that should be endorsed.

INTERROGATORY 7: Identify how each plainfifflearned about or was exposed

or subjected to the HP, including but not limited to, any coercion that caused him or it to be

so expose~i.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff is aware of annual declarations of a "Colorado Day of

Prayer" by the Governor through extensive media coverage, including on the intemet, print

media and visual coverage. The Governor’s proclamations, moreover, are not issued

secretly; they are intended to be broadcast and made known to the citizens of Colorado,

including the plaintiff.

INTERROGATORY 8: Identify what items in the state’s budget relate to any

allegation in the complaint, including but not limited to, the expenditure of tax monies.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff does not contend that any line item in the State’s budget

is specific to the declaration of Days of Prayer. The plaintiff notes, however, that the

participation of Governor Ritter in Day of Prayer celebrations does involve the use of paid

State personnel, including the Governor and his security.

INTERROGATORY 9: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation concerning the governor’s alignment or association with Reign Down USA.
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RESPONSE: Sources on the intemet report that Governor Ritter proclaimed April

26, 2008 to be a Day of Prayer in Colorado, in conjunction with an event sponsored by

Reign Down USA.

INTERROGATORY 10: Identify the exact language and state all facts and

evidence supporting the allegation that language in the HPs constitutes an exhortation or

exhortations to pray.

RESPONSE: The issuance of proclamations declaring an annual "Colorado Day of

Prayer" are issued for the purpose of encouraging all citizens to actively pray. All of the

proclamations, in their entirety, therefore, implicitly are part of the appearance of the

exhortation to pray. Each of the proclamations between 2004-2009, moreover, included

specific language indicating that on the National Day of Prayer, "Americans will unite in

prayer for our Nation, our State, our leaders and our people." Recognizing the National

Day of Prayer as a day on which "Americans will unite in prayer," moreover, the Governor

in each proclamation then proceeds to proclaim a "COLORADO DAY OF PRAYER" on

the same day as the National Day of Prayer.

INTERROGATORY 11: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the governor made "related pronouncements endorsing prayer."

RESPONSE: Governor Ritter has publicly participated in Day of Prayer

celebrations at the Capitol, including in 2007 and 2008. The Governor has also participated

in prayer luncheon celebrations of religion, including in 2008. Discovery is still

proceeding, moreover, and furth~ evidence of such pronouncements may be forthcoming.

INTERROGATORY 12: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that there were approximately 70 events held in Colorado to commemorate the
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May 1, 2009 NDP and CDP, including whether the plaintiff attended these events, and how

he or it were coerced to attend these events. If plaintiff failed to attend any of these events,

describe any and all results or effects on his or its lives and activities, including their status

as Colorado citizens.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff does not contend specifically that 70 events wore held in

Colorado to commemorate the 2009 NDP and CDP, but is aware that many such events

were held in 2009, as occurs on an annual basis. On May 4, 2007, moreover, Gene

Torkelson, of the Rocky Mountain News, reported that more than 70 National Day of

Prayer events were held in Colorado in 2007. The plainriffhas not attended such events, to

which he objects, nor does the pl~dnfiffclaim that he was coerced to attend such events.

The plaintiff does contend, however, that the Governor’s declaration of an annual

"Colorado Day of Prayer" gives the appearance of religious endorsement by the

government, as described in earfier interrogatory responses.

INTERROGATORY 13: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation concerning any and all contacts between the governor and the NDP Task Force,

either personally or through any member of his staff, who should be identified with

particularity including by name and job rifle.

RESPONSE: Shirley Dobson, Chairman of the National Day of Prayer Task Force,

writes to each governor, including the Governor of Colorado, requesting each governor to

issue a Day of Prayer proclamation in coordination with the National Day of Prayer

celebration. At least since 2004, the Governor of Colorado has issued such proeiamations,

including proclamations in 2004-2008, that specifically included the National Day of

Prayer Task Force annual theme and/or biblical reference. Mrs. Dobson, in her letters to
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the governors, identifies the NDP Task Force theme and scriptural reference for each year,

which the Governor of Colorado has regularly included into his Day of Prayer

proclamations, at least since 2004. In 2009, however, a~er the commencement of this

lawsuit, Governor Ritter issued a prayer proclamation but did not include the NDP Task

Force annual theme and/or scriptural reference.

INTERROGATORY 14: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that there was any and all joint action between the governor and the NDP Task

Force, either personally or through any member of his staff, who should be identified with

particularity including by name and job title.

RESPONSE: Shirley Dobson, Chairman of the NDP Task Force, has written to the

Governor of Colorado, as well as the governors of all other states, on an annual basis,

requesting each governor to issue a prayer proclamation in coordination with the National

Day of Prayer. Mrs. Dobson identifies the annual NDP Task Force theme and scriptural

reference in her letters to the governors. In at least 2004-2008, the Governor of Colorado

included the NDP Task Force annual theme and/or scriptural reference. Only in 2009,

during the pendency of the present action, did the Governor decide not to include the NDP

Task Force annual theme and/or scriptural reference.

INTERROGATORY 15: Identify and state all fa~ and evidence supporting the

allegation that governors of the 50 states proclaimed days of prayer in 2007, 2008, and

2009, as well as those who did not, if any.

RESPONSE: The State prayer proclamations from 2004-2009 will be produced.

INTERROGATORY 16: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the proclamations specified in the above paragraph included references to
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the NDP Task Force annual theme and/or supporting scriptu~.

RESPONSE: See answer to Interrogatory No. 15.

INTERROGATORY 17: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor has embraced the NDP Task Force, and/or Focus on the

Family.

RESPONSE: In proclamations issued in 2004-2008, the Govornor of Colorado

expressly inCluded the NDP Task Forc� annual theme and/or scriptural referon¢¢, as

requested by Mrs. Dobson.

INTERROGATORY 18: Id¢ntify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor has or is working hand-in-glove with the NDP Task Force,

and/or Focus on the Family.

RESPONSE: In at least the annual prayer proclamations issued by th¢ Governor in

2004-200~, the Governor of Colorado inCluded the NDP Task ForCe annual theme and/or

scriptural referenCe in his annual prayer proClamations, as requ¢sted by Mrs. Dobson. No

governor has incorporated an annual theme or scriptural referenCe that was not suggested

by the National Day of Prayor Task Force.

INTERROGATORY 19: Identify and gate all facts and ¢videnc¢ supporting your

allegation that the governor has a ¢ollaboratiw relationship with the NDP Task Force,

and/or Focus on the Family.

RESPONSE: In prayer proClamations issued at least in 2004-2008, the Governor of

Colorado expressly included the NDP Task Force annual theme and/or scriptural reference.

INTERROGATORY 20: Identify and state all facts and evidenCe supporting your

allegation that the governor endorses the religious prinCiples of the NDP Task Force, and/or
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Focus on the Family.

RESPONSE: In prayer proclamations issued at least in 2004-2008, the Oov~rnor of

Colorado included the NDP Task Force annual theme and/or scriptural reference in his

annual proclamations. The Governor of Colorado has not included annual themes or

scriptural references promulgated by other religious groups; he has included only the

scriptural references identified on an annual basis by the NDP Task Force, which are

readily identifiable as being of biblical origin, according to Mrs. Shirley Dobson.

INTERROGATORY 21: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor endorses religion in violation of the Colorado Constitution~

RESPONSE: At least since 2004, the Governor of Colorado has issued an annual

proclamation declaring a Day of Prayer, in conjunction with the National Day of Prayer. In

at least 2007 and 2008, moreover, (~overnor PAtter participated in National Day of Prayer

ceremonies publicly held, including on the Capitol steps in 2007. Governor PAtter has also

participated in annual Colorado Prayer Luncheons, including in 2008. The Governor’s

participation in Day of Prayer activities, including by issuing annual proclamations in

conjunction with the National Day of Prayer, gives at least the appearance of religious

endorsement by the Governor, including because the National Day of Prayer itself is a day

dedicated toward promoting prayer for its own sake. The Governor’s actions in giving the

appearance of supporting or prefcn’ing prayer are alleged to violate the Colorado

Constitution.

INTERROGATORY 22: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor supports an indelible bond between church and state.

RESPONSE: The issuance of annual Day of Prayer proclamations, at least since
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2004, gives the appearance of State support for religion. This appearance is emphasized,

such as in the proclamations issued in 2004-2008, by the express inclusion of annual

themes and scriptural references promoted by the NDP Task Force, an avowedly

evangelical Christian organization.

INTERROGATORY 23: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor endorses public celebration of religion by public officials,

particularly as distinguished from fi~eedom of religion.

RESPONSE: Object on the basis that the Interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.

Without waiving said objection, the plaintiff reties on the fact that the Governor of

Colorado has issued public proclamations declaring an annual Day of Prayer since at least

2004. The prayer proclamations give the appearance of endorsing religion; in fact they

include an annual theme and scriptural reference in each proclamation issued in 2004-2008,

as set forth and chosen by the NDP Task Force. The issuance of public proclamations

constitute a celebration of religion by public officials. In addition, Governor Ritter has

openly participated in such public celebrations, including in 2007 and 2008, when he

participated in celebrations of the National Day of Prayer. Governor Ritter has also

participated in Colorado Prayer Luncheons, such as in 2008, which further give the

appearance of public celebration of religion. The distinction between celebration of

religion and "freedom of religion," moreover, is unclear in this question, particularly as

private speech endorsing religion is protected, but government speech endorsing or

preferring religion is not permissible under the Colorado Constitution.

INTERROGATORY 24: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the words or phrases in the HPs convey to non-religious Americans that they
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are expected to believe in God.

RESPONSE: The Governor’s annual declaration of a "Colorado Day of Prayer"

gives the appearance that the government views religion as the solution to social problems

and, therefore, elevates religion to the status of generally accepted dogma to which all

citizens are encouraged to believe, including belief in a God. The plaintiff, in particular, is

a non-believer who perceives the annual prayer proclamations to be an encouragement for

him and others to believe in a God, which encouragement from the government violates the

plaintiffs own freedom of conscience.

INTERROGATORY 25: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor prefers religion over non-religion for all Colorado citizens.

RESPONSE: The declaration of an annual "Colorado Day of Prayer" by the

Governor gives the appearance that the State prefers religion over non-religion, including

by elevating religion to the status of a preferred solution to problems and by encouraging

all citizens to believe in a God.

INTERROGATORY 26: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor believes that believers are political insiders and non-believers

are political outsiders, with particular regard to how the governor’s belief or beliefs have

specific effects on the life of the plaintiff and other Colorado citizens.

RESPONSE: The issuance by the Governor of an annual declaration of a "Colorado

Day of Prayer" gives the appearance and send the message that believers are political

insiders, with special access to government leaders, while non-believers are political

outsiders without such access, regardless of whatever the Governor’s subjective beliefs may

be; the Governor’s actions send this objective message. Evidence of this distinction exists
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in the very fact that such proclamations are issued on an annual basis by the (3overnor,

while no proclamations are issued extolling the role of reason. The appearance of access to

government leaders by believers, moreover, is emphasized by the Governor’s inclusion of

the annual theme and/or scriptural reference chosen by the National Day of Prayer Task

Force in Colorado’s proclamations, at least in 2004=2008. While the plaintiff does not

claim that the annual declaration of a Day of Prayer coerces him into becoming a believer,

the proclamations do give the appearance to the plaintiff and others that religion is

preferred and expected, while the plaintiffs non=belief is disfavored and discouraged. The

plaintiff is put in the position, therefore, of being disapproved and/or he is put in the

position of having to justify his non-belief. The plaintiff also has children, who will be

exposed to the same pressures to adopt belief or be stigmatized by non-belief, as to which

the plaintiff will be put in the position of having to explain and justify to his own family his

non-belief.

INTERROGATORY 27: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation concerning how HPs become known to all citizens.

RESPONSE: The purpose of a proclamation by the Governor declaring a Day of

Prayer is that it become known to all citizens of the State. The purpose and effect of a

proclamation is not achieved by secrecy, and, in fact, proclamations are broadcast,

including to the plaintiff, through extensive media coverage on the interact, in print media,

and by broadcast media sources.

INTERROGATORY 28: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the HPs create a hostile environment for the plaintiff.

RESPONSE: The Governor’s annual proclamation of a "Colorado Day of Prayer"
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gives the appearance that religion is a preferred solution to problems and that all citizens

should believe in a God, as encouraged by the Governor. The plaintiff deems his non-

belief to be a matter of personal conscience, which he should not have to defend in the face

of the Governor’s endorsement of refigion. The plaintiff views the Governor’s promotion of

the belief in a God as a violation of his freedom of conscience, which effect is magnified by

the annual media hoopla associated with the Day of Prayer, as promoted by the Governor.

The plaintiff is made to feel like a stigmatized outsider and he is putin the position of

defending or justifying his non-belief, in the face of the Governor’s encouragement of

belief.

INTERROGATORY 29: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the plaintiff and other members of FFR in Colorado are subjected or exposed

to unwanted HPs or any proclamations to pray.

RESPONSE: Annual declarations of a "Colorado Day of Prayer" by the Governor

are intended to be broadcast publicly and to become known by the citizens of the State,

including the plaintiff. In fact, the plaintiff is exposed to the Governor’s annual

exhortations to pray due to extensive media coverage, to which he is exposed on the

internet, in print media, and/or via broadcast mediums.

INTERROGATORY 30: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the government, including but not limited to the defendant state of Colorado

and governor, induced any or all celebrations of religion in the public realm.

RESPONSE: Millions of persons, in thousands of events throughout the country,

participate in public Day of Prayer celebrations, including many such events held

throughout Colorado. These events do not all occur simultaneously on the designated Day
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of Prayer coincidentally, but rather as a result of the Governor, the President and local

officials, declaring a coordinated Day of Prayer. In at least 2007 and 2008, moreover,

Governor Ritter participated in such public celebrations of the Day of Prayer, including at

the State Capitol in 2007. Declarations of a Day of Prayer do not merely acknowledge

ceremonies independently organized, but rather the proclamations create the occasion for

the celebration of religion.

INTERROGATORY 31: Define the term religiosity, and identify and state all facts

and evidence supporting the allegation thin the governor’s actions constitute a culture of

officially-sanctioned religiosity.

RESPONSE: The term religiosity relates to belief in the supernatural, and prayer

relates to appeals to the supernatural. The declaration of an annual "Colorado Day of

Prayer," moreover, constitutes the endorsement by the government of religion, including

through prayer, as well as the encouragement that all citizens believe in a God. The annual

declarations of a Day of Prayer constitute the occasion to celebrate religion and prayer,

including in thousands of ceremonies throughout the country. These celebrations of

religion, with the encouragement of government officials, create a massive public

celebration of religion that is explicitly sanctioned and endorsed by the government.

INTERROGATORY 32: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the governor has "dedicated" a day of prayer, including but not limited to,

issuing HPs.

RESPONSE: At least since 2004, the Governor of Colorado has issued an annual

prayer proclamation declaring a "COLORADO DAY OF PRAYER," to be held in

conjunction with the National Day of Prayer.
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INTERROGATORY 33: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the governor officially supports and advocates religion through the medium

of prayer for all Colorado citizens, including but not limited to, issuing HPs.

RESPONSE: The annual declarations of a Day of Prayer by the Governor give the

appearance of religious endorsement, including the endorsement of religion as practiced

through prayer. The inherent endorsement of religion by the issuance of such annual

proclamations is further magnified by the Governor’s inclusion of an annual theme and/or

scriptural reference in proclamations, including between 2004-2008, chosen by the

National Day of Prayer Task Force, an openly evangelical Christian organization, headed

by Mrs. Shirley Dobson.

INTERROGATORY 34: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the interests and behavior of plaintiff and FFR members in Colorado are

injured or affected by any and all actions of the governor, including but not limited to,

issuing HPs.

RESPONSE: The Colorado Constitution prohibits the government from endorsing

religion, or giving the appearance of such endorsement, regardless whether such

endorsement is accompanied by coercion. In the present case, the plaintiff reacts to the

Governor’s annual proclamation of a Day of Prayer as the endorsement of religion,

including the belief in a God. The government’s encouragement, including to the plaintiff,

to believe in a God is further perceived by the plaintiff to violate his freedom of personal

conscience. The government’s active encouragement of religion, and apparent preference

for religion, also is stigmatizing to the plaintiff, who must defend or justify his non-belief,

in the face of the government’s actions supporting religion.
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INTERROGATORY 35: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the governor has officially admonished any one to pray, including but not

limited to, issuing HPs.

RESPONSE: Objec~ on the basis that the Interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.

Without waiving the objection, plaintiff responds that the Governor’s annual declarations of

a "Colorado Day of Prayer" constitute encouragement to all citizens of the State to pray.

The proclamations also constitute encouragement for citizens to believe in a God, which

the government endorses as being appropriate.

INTERROGATORY 36: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the text of the I-IPs endorses religion per se, as distinguished from religious

freedom.

RESPONSE: Object on the basis that the Interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.

Without waiving the objection, the plaintiff notes that the Governor’s issuance of

proclamations declaring a "Colorado Day of Prayer" give the appearance of religious

endorsement by the government. Such endorsement is emphasized, moreover, including in

proclamations issued in 2004-2008, by including an annual theme and/or scriptural

reference chosen by the National Day of Prayer Task Force, an openly evangelical

Christian organization. The government violates the Colorado Constitution by engaging in

such endorsement of religion, which is permissible by private parties, but impermissible

when done by the government.

INTERROGATORY 37: Identify and specify in detail any and all actions by the

governor that could prohibit Colorado citizens from engaging in celebrations and

commemorations with regard to days of prayer.
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RESPONSE:

REQUEST 2:

NDP event.

RESPONSE: Object on the basis that the Interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.

Without waiving the objection, the plaintiff is not aware of any actions by the Governor

prohibiting Colorado citizens ~om engaging in celebrations and commemorations with

regard to Days of Prayer. The plaintiff also is not seeking to compel the Governor to

prohibit private citizens from engaging in religious celebrations. The plaintiff, however,

does seek an end to the Governor’s declaration of a state-created religious holiday, such as

by declarations of a Day of Prayer. The annual Day of Pl"ayer is not an existing occasion

merely recognized by the government, but rather it is an occasion declared to exist in the

first instance by the government.

INTERROGATORY 38: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the governor initiated or organized any celebrations and commemorations

with regard to days of prayer.

RESPONSE: Celebrations and commemorations with regard to the annual Day of

Prayer do not coincidentally occur on the designated Day of Prayer. Such celebrations,

instead, spring forth because the government declares a Day of Prayer as to which citizens

are encouraged to participate in celebratory activities.

REQUESTS FOR PRODUCTION

REQUEST 1: Produce the text of the 2007 HP.

The text of prayer proclamations for 2004-2009 will be produced.

Produce the complete text of the governor’s statement at the 2007

RESPONSE: The plaintiff does not have the complete text of the Governor’s

statement at the 2007 NDP event.
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REQUEST 3: Produce any and all references to this lawsuit on FFRF’s website.

RESPONSE: This answering Plaintiff has no responsive documents, but the

plaintiff FFRF will produce requested documents.

REQOEST 4: Produce any and all written communications of plaintiffs or other

FFRF members that refer to this lawsuit.

RESPONSE: This answering plaintiff has no documents responsive to Request No.

4, except privileged communications with counsel.

Dated: January ~ 2010.

As to objections:

/s/ Richard L. Bolton
Richard L. Bolton, Esq., State Bm’No. 1012552
Attorneys for Plaintiffs

Boardman, Suhr, Curry & Field LP
1 South Pinckney Street, 4th Floor
P. O. Box 927
Madison, Wl 53701-0927
Telephone: (608) 257-9521
Facsimile: (608) 283-1709
Email: rbolton@boardmanlawfirm.com

Subscribed and sworn to before me
this ~ day of January, 2010.

My commission:

F:’~3C$\w6~26318\18~A0948573

Notary Public
Stale of Colorado
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TIMOTHY G. BAILEY and
JEFF BAYSINGER,
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BILL RITTER, JR., in his official capacity as
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF COLORADO, and
THE STATE OF COLORADO,
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Daniele W. Bonifazi, Atty. No. 30645
John H. Inderwish, Atty. No. 10222
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6377 S. Revere Parkway, Suite 400
Centennial, CO 80111
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PLAINTIFF DAVID HABECKER’S RESPONSES TO DEFENDANTS’
FIRST SET OF INTERROGATORIES AND FIRST REQUEST

FOR PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS



Plaintiff David Habecker responds and/or objects to Defendants’

Interrogatories and First Request for Production of Documents as follows:

GENERAL OBJECTIONS

First Set of

The following general objections apply to the entirety of Defendants’ First Set of
Interrogatories and Requests for Production of Documents.

General Objection No. 1:    Plaintiffs object to Defendants’ First Set of Interrogatories
and Requests for Production of Documents to the extent that it seeks information beyond
the scope of discovery, or otherwise purports to impose discovery or procedural obligations
upon Plaintiffs greater than those set forth in the Colorado Rules of Civil Procedure.

General Objection No. 2:    Plaintiffs object to Defendants’ First Set of Interrogatories
and Requests for Production of Documents to the extent that it seeks information which is
protected from disclosure by: (a) the attomey-client privilege; (b) the work-product
doctrine; and/or (c) any other privileges or immunities. Any inadvertent disclosure of
information shall not be deemed a waiver or impairment of Plaintiffs’ right to assert the
applicability of any privilege or immunity to the information.

General Objection No. 3:    Plaintiffs object to Defendants’ First Set of Discovery
Requests to Plaintiffs as being overly broad, unduly burdensome, and oppressive.

General Objection No. 4:    Plaintiffs object to Defendants’ First Set of Discovery
Requests to Plaintiffs as unduly burdensome, oppressive and beyond the scope of discovery
to the extent it seeks information already within the possession and control of Defendants
or their counsel, or to the extent it seeks information that is equally available or readily
ascertainable from public sources or sources of information hosted by, or accessible by,
Defendants.

General Objection No. 5:    Plaintiffs object to Defendants’ First Set of Discovery
Requests to Plaintiffs as overly broad, unduly burdensome, and not reasonably calculated to
lead to the discovery of admissible evidence to the extent a particular request does not
contain a time period limitation or is not appropriately limited to seek information relevant
to the claims alleged in Plaintiffs’ Complaint.

General Objection No. 6:    Plaintiffs’ responses and objections to Defendants’ First Set of
Discovery Requests to Plaintiffs are based upon information currently known and available
to them. Plaintiffs have not yet completed their investigation of the facts pertaining to this
matter, and preparations for trial are ongoing. Plaintiffs, therefore, reserve their rights to
amend, modify, or supplement the objections or responses stated herein, and to use
subsequently discovered documents or other information and documents or other



information known but whose relevance, significance, or applicability has not yet been
ascertained.

INTERROGATORIES

INTERROGATORY 1: Identify every Colorado day-of-prayer HP on which

plaintiff relies to support any of the claims in the complaint.

RESPONSE: The plaintiffs rely upon at least the Prayer Proclamations from 2004-

2009.

INTERROGATORY 2: Identify every Colorado day-of-prayer "dedication" (as

opposed to any HP) on which plaintiff relies to support any of the claims in the complaint.

RESPONSE: Object on the basis that the Interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.

Without waiving the objection, the plaintiff relies upon at least the Day of Prayer

celebration on May 4, 2007, in which Governor Ritter participated, as well as the

Celebration in 2008. Governor Ritter also has participated in the Colorado Prayer

Luncheon, including on May 22, 2008.

This answer further may be supplemented as additional discovery is forthcoming

from the defendants. The plaintiff further notes, however, that the term "dedication" is

ambiguous as to what information the defendants are seeking, but each declared "Colorado

Day of Prayer" is itself deemed a dedicated and objectionable endorsement of religion, on a

day designated by the Governor for that sole purpose.

INTERROGATORY 3: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that each HP prevented each plaintiff from exercising his or its right to non-

belief.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff does not claim to have been coercively prevented from
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exercising his right to non-belief. The plaintiff does contend that the annual declaration of

a "Colorado Day of Prayer" gives the appearance of religious endorsement by the

government.

INTERROGATORY 4: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that each HP affected each plaintiff’s political status in the state of Colorado.

RESPONSE: Object on the basis that the interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.

Without waiving the objection, the plaintiff complains herein that annual declarations of a

"Colorado Day of Prayer" give the appearance of encouraging all persons to believe in

God, and thereby give the appearance that belief is preferable and that believers have

special access to government leaders, including the Governor.

INTERROGATORY 5: State whether or not each plaintiff has attended or

participated in any day of prayer event in Colorado or any NDP event, and identify the

date, time, and the actions each plaintiff took at such events, including but not limited to,

whether any plaintiff was prevented from taking any action he or it wanted to take at such

event.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff has not attended or participated in Colorado Day of

Prayer or NDP events. In fact, he objects to them. The Governor’s encouragement through

annual proclamations that all citizens of Colorado should actively participate in such

events, however, puts the plaintiff in the position of an outsider, at odds with the official

dogma of religious belief.

INTERROGATORY 6: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the governor or any other state official in any way affected or took any other

action with regard to any plaintiff who did not attend or participate in the events referenced
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in the above paragraph.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff does not contend that the Govemor’s annual declarations

of a "Colorado Day of Prayer" are accompanied by coerced belief or forced participation in

prayer events, although there is an implicit expectation of such participation. The plaintiff

does complain, however, that the Govemor’s annual proclamations give the appearance of

religious endorsement of religion as a supposed solution to problems, and by encouraging

all citizens of Colorado to believe in a God. The plaintiff considers that such

encouragement of all citizens to believe in a God is inappropriate and non-believers should

not be put in the position of having to resist such overtures to pray.

INTERROGATORY 7: Identify how each plaintiff learned about or was exposed

or subjected to the HP, including but not limited to, any coercion that caused him or it to be

so exposed.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff is aware of annual declarations of a Day of Prayer

through extensive media and internet coverage.

INTERROGATORY 8: Identify what items in the state’s budget relate to any

allegation in the complaint, including but not limited to, the expenditure of tax monies.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff does not contend that any line item in the State’s budget

is specific to the declaration of Days of Prayer. The plaintiff notes, however, that the

participation of Govemor Ritter in Day of Prayer celebrations does involve the use of paid

State personnel, including the Governor and his security.

INTERROGATORY 9: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation concerning the governor’s alignment or association with Reign Down USA.

RESPONSE: Sources on the internet report that Governor Ritter proclaimed April
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26, 2008 to be a Day of Prayer in Colorado, in conjunction with an event sponsored by

Reign Down USA.

INTERROGATORY 10: Identify the exact language and state all facts and

evidence supporting the allegation that language in the HPs constitutes an exhortation or

exhortations to pray.

RESPONSE: The issuance of proclamations declaring an annual "Colorado Day of

Prayer" are issued for the apparent purpose of encouraging all citizens to actively pray.

Each proclamation, in its entirety, implicitly is part of the appearance of the exhortation to

pray. Each of the proclamations between 2004-2009, moreover, included specific language

indicating that on the National Day of Prayer, "Americans will unite in prayer for our

Nation, our State, our leaders and our people." Recognizing the National Day of Prayer as

a day on which "Americans will unite in prayer," moreover, the Govemor in each

proclamation then proceeds to proclaim a "COLORADO DAY OF PRAYER" on the same

day as the National Day of Prayer.

INTERROGATORY 11: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the govemor made "related pronouncements endorsing prayer."

RESPONSE: Governor Ritter has publicly participated in Day of Prayer

celebrations at the Capitol, including in 2007 and 2008. The Govemor has also participated

in prayer luncheon celebrations of religion, including in 2008. Discovery is still

proceeding, moreover, and further evidence of such pronouncements may be forthcoming.

INTERROGATORY 12: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that there were approximately 70 events held in Colorado to commemorate the

May 1, 2009 NDP and CDP, including whether the plaintiff attended these events, and how
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he or it were coerced to attend these events. If plaintiff failed to attend any of these events,

describe any and all results or effects on his or its lives and activities, including their status

as Colorado citizens.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff does not contend specifically that 70 events were held in

Colorado to commemorate the 2009 NDP and CDP, although many such events were held

in 2009, as occur on an annual basis. On May 4, 2007, however, Gene Torkelson, of the

Rocky Mountain News, reported that more than 70 National Day of Prayer events were

held in Colorado in 2007. The plaintiff has not attended such events, to which he objects,

but the plaintiff does contend that the Governor’s declaration of an annual "Colorado Day

of Prayer" gives the appearance of religious endorsement by the government, as described

in earlier interrogatory responses.

INTERROGATORY 13: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation concerning any and all contacts between the governor and the NDP Task Force,

either personally or through any member of his staff, who should be identified with

particularity including by name and job title.

RESPONSE: Shirley Dobson, Chairman of the National Day of Prayer Task Force,

writes to each governor, including the Governor of Colorado, requesting each governor to

issue a Day of Prayer proclamation in coordination with the National Day of Prayer

celebration. At least since 2004, the Governor of Colorado has issued such proclamations,

including proclamations in 2004-2008, that specifically included the National Day of

Prayer Task Force annual theme and/or biblical reference. Mrs. Dobson, in her letters to

the governors, identifies the NDP Task Force theme and scriptural reference for each year,

which the Governor of Colorado has regularly included into his Day of Prayer
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proclamations, at least since 2004. In 2009, however, after the commencement of this

lawsuit, Governor Ritter issued a prayer proclamation but did not include the NDP Task

Force annual theme and/or scriptural reference.

INTERROGATORY 14: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that there was any and all joint action between the governor and the NDP Task

Force, either personally or through any member of his staff, who should be identified with

particularity including by name and job title.

RESPONSE: Shirley Dobson, Chairman of the NDP Task Force, has written to the

Governor of Colorado, as well as the governors of all other states, on an annual basis,

requesting each governor to issue a prayer proclamation in coordination with the National

Day of Prayer. Mrs. Dobson identifies the annual NDP Task Force theme and scriptural

reference in her letters to the governors. In at least 2004-2008, the Governor of Colorado

included the NDP Task Force annual theme and/or scriptural reference. Only in 2009,

during the pendency of the present action, did the Governor decide not to include the NDP

Task Force annual theme and/or scriptural reference.

INTERROGATORY 15: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that governors of the 50 states proclaimed days of prayer in 2007, 2008, and

2009, as well as those who did not, if any.

RESPONSE: The State prayer proclamations from 2004-2009 will be produced.

INTERROGATORY 16: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the proclamations specified in the above paragraph included references to

the NDP Task Force annual theme and/or supporting scripture.

RESPONSE: See answer to Interrogatory No. 15.
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INTERROGATORY 17: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor has embraced the NDP Task Force, and/or Focus on the

Family.

RESPONSE: In proclamations issued in 2004-2008, the Governor of Colorado

expressly included the NDP Task Force annual theme and/or scriptural reference, as

requested by Mrs. Dobson.

INTERROGATORY 18: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor has or is working hand-in-glove with the NDP Task Force,

and/or Focus on the Family.

RESPONSE: In at least the annual prayer proclamations issued by the Governor in

2004-2008, the Governor of Colorado included the NDP Task Force annual theme and/or

scriptural reference in his annual prayer proclamations, as requested by Mrs. Dobson. No

governor has incorporated an annual theme or scriptural reference that was not suggested

by the National Day of Prayer Task Force.

INTERROGATORY 19: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor has a collaborative relationship with the NDP Task Force,

and/or Focus on the Family.

RESPONSE: In prayer proclamations issued at least in 2004-2008, the Governor of

Colorado expressly included the NDP Task Force annual theme and/or scriptural reference.

INTERROGATORY 20: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor endorses the religious principles of the NDP Task Force, and/or

Focus on the Family.

RESPONSE:In prayer proclamations issued at least in 2004-2008, the Governor of
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Colorado included the NDP Task Force annual theme and/or scriptural reference in his

annual proclamations. The Governor of Colorado has not included annual themes or

scriptural references promulgated by other religious groups; he has included only the

scriptural references identified on an annual basis by the NDP Task Force, which are

readily identifiable as being of biblical origin, according to Mrs. Shirley Dobson.

INTERROGATORY 21: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor endorses religion in violation of the Colorado Constitution.

RESPONSE: At least since 2004, the Governor of Colorado has issued an annual

proclamation declaring a Day of Prayer, in conjunction with the National Day of Prayer. In

at least 2007 and 2008, moreover, Governor Ritter participated in National Day of Prayer

ceremonies publicly held, including on the Capitol steps in 2007. Governor Ritter has also

participated in annual Colorado Prayer Luncheons, including in 2008. The Governor’s

participation in Day of Prayer activities, including by issuing annual proclamations in

conjunction with the National Day of Prayer, gives at least the appearance of religious

endorsement by the Governor, including because the National Day of Prayer itself is a day

dedicated toward promoting prayer for its own sake. The Governor’s actions in giving the

appearance of supporting or preferring prayer are alleged to violate the Colorado

Constitution.

INTERROGATORY 22: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor supports an indelible bond between church and state.

RESPONSE: The issuance of annual Day of Prayer proclamations, at least since

2004, gives the appearance of State support for religion. This appearance is emphasized,

such as in the proclamations issued in 2004-2008, by the express inclusion of annual
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themes and scriptural references promoted by the NDP Task Force, an avocuedly

evangelical Christian organization.

INTERROGATORY 23: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor endorses public celebration of religion by public officials,

particularly as distinguished from freedom of religion.

RESPONSE: Object on the basis that the Interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.

Without waiving said objection, the plaintiff relies on the fact that the Governor of

Colorado has issued public proclamations declaring an annual Day of Prayer since at least

2004. The prayer proclamations give the appearance of endorsing religion; in fact they

include an annual theme and scriptural reference in each proclamation issued in 2004-2008,

as set forth and chosen by the NDP Task Force. The issuance of public proclamations

constitute a celebration of religion by public officials. In addition, Governor Ritter has

openly participated in such public celebrations, including in 2007 and 2008, when he

participated in celebrations of the National Day of Prayer. Governor Ritter has also

participated in Colorado Prayer Luncheons, such as in 2008, which further give the

appearance of public celebration of religion. The distinction between celebration of

religion and "freedom of religion," moreover, is unclear in this question, particularly as

private speech endorsing religion is protected, but government speech endorsing or

preferring religion is not permissible under the Colorado Constitution.

INTERROGATORY 24: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the words or phrases in the HPs convey to non-religious Americans that they

are expected to believe in God.

RESPONSE: The Governor’s annual declaration of a "Colorado Day of Prayer"
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gives the appearance that the government views religion as a solution to confronted

problems and, therefore, elevates religion to the status of generally accepted dogma to

which all citizens are encouraged to believe, including belief in a God. The plaintiff is a

non-believer who to whom annual prayer proclamations give the appearance of

encouragement for him and others to believe in a God, which encouragement from the

government is inappropriate for the plaintiff to have to resist.

INTERROGATORY 25: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor prefers religion over non-religion for all Colorado citizens.

RESPONSE: The declaration of an annual "Colorado Day of Prayer" by the

Governor gives the appearance that the State prefers religion over non-religion, including

by elevating religion to the status of a preferred solution to problems and by encouraging

all citizens to believe in a God.

INTERROGATORY 26: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor believes that believers are political insiders and non-believers

are political outsiders, with particular regard to how the governor’s belief or beliefs have

specific effects on the life of the plaintiff and other Colorado citizens.

RESPONSE: The issuance by the Governor of an annual declaration of a "Colorado

Day of Prayer" gives the appearance that believers are political insiders, with special access

to government leaders, while non-believers are political outsiders without such access.

Evidence of this distinction exists in the very fact that such proclamations are issued on an

annual basis by the Governor, while no proclamations are issued extolling the role of

reason. The appearance of access to government leaders by believers, moreover, is

emphasized by the Governor’s inclusion of the annual theme and/or scriptural reference
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chosen by the National Day of Prayer Task Force in Colorado’s proclamations, at least in

2004-2008. While the plaintiff does not claim that the annual declaration of a Day of

Prayer coerces him into becoming a believer, the proclamations do give the appearance to

the plaintiff and others that religion is preferred and expected, while the plaintift~s non-

belief is disfavored and discouraged. The plaintiff is put in the position, therefore, of being

disapproved and/or he is put in the position of having to justify his non-belief, as well as

opposing such expectations.

INTERROGATORY 27: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation concerning how HPs become known to all citizens.

RESPONSE: The purpose of a proclamation by the Governor declaring a Day of

Prayer is that it become known to all citizens of the State. The purpose and effect of a

proclamation is not achieved by secrecy, and, in fact, proclamations are broadcast,

including to the plaintiff, through extensive media coverage on the internet, in print media,

and by broadcast media sources.

INTERROGATORY 28: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the HPs create a hostile environment for the plaintiff.

RESPONSE: The Governor’s annual proclamation of a "Colorado Day of Prayer"

gives the appearance that religion is a preferred and effective solution to problems, which it

is not, and that all citizens should believe in a God, as encouraged by the Governor. The

plaintiff deems his non-belief to be a matter of personal conscience, which he should not

have to defend in the face of the Governor’s endorsement of religion. The plaintiff views

the Governor’s promotion of the belief in a God as inappropriate, which effect is magnified

by the annual media publicity associated with the Day of Prayer, as promoted by the
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Governor. The plaintiff is made to feel like a stigmatized outsider and he is put in the

position of defending or justifying his non-belief, in the face of the Governor’s

encouragement of belief. The plaintiff has long and publicly opposed government

sponsored religion and such opposition is viewed as a matter of great hostility by many.

The government’s sponsorship of religious celebrations, including the Governor’s

declaration of a Day of Prayer, adds credibility to religion by endorsement.

INTERROGATORY 29: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the plaintiff and other members of FFR in Colorado are subjected or exposed

to unwanted HPs or any proclamations to pray.

RESPONSE: Annual declarations of a "Colorado Day of Prayer" by the Governor

are intended to be broadcast publicly and to become known by the citizens of the State,

including the plaintiff. In fact, the plaintiff is exposed to the Governor’s annual

exhortations to pray due to extensive media coverage, to which he is exposed in print media

and/or via broadcast mediums, as well as through resulting Prayer Day activities.

INTERROGATORY 30: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the government, including but not limited to the defendant state of Colorado

and governor, induced any or all celebrations of religion in the public realm.

RESPONSE: Millions of persons, in thousands of events throughout the country,

participate in public Day of Prayer celebrations, including many such events held

throughout Colorado. These events all occur simultaneously on the designated Day of

Prayer as a result of the Governor, the President and local officials, declaring a coordinated

Day of Prayer. In at least 2007 and 2008, moreover, Governor Ritter participated in such

public celebrations of the Day of Prayer, including at the State Capitol in 2007.
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Declarations of a Day of Prayer do not merely acknowledge ceremonies independently

organized, but rather the proclamations create the occasion for the celebration of religion.

INTERROGATORY 31: Define the term religiosity, and identify and state all facts

and evidence supporting the allegation that the governor’s actions constitute a culture of

officially-sanctioned religiosity.

RESPONSE: The term religiosity relates to belief in the supernatural, and prayer

relates to appeals to the supernatural. The declaration of an annual "Colorado Day of

Prayer," moreover, constitutes the endorsement by the government of religion, including

through prayer, as well as the encouragement that all citizens believe in a God. The annual

declarations of a Day of Prayer constitute the occasion to participate in religion and prayer,

including in thousands of ceremonies held throughout the country. These celebrations of

religion, with the encouragement of government officials, create a massive public

celebration of religion that is explicitly sanctioned and endorsed by the government.

INTERROGATORY 32: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the governor has "dedicated" a day of prayer, including but not limited to,

issuing HPs.

RESPONSE: At least since 2004, the Governor of Colorado has issued an annual

prayer proclamation declaring a "COLORADO DAY OF PRAYER," to be held in

conjunction with the National Day of Prayer.

INTERROGATORY 33: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the governor officially supports and advocates religion through the medium

of prayer for all Colorado citizens, including but not limited to, issuing HPs.

RESPONSE: The annual declarations of a Day of Prayer by the Governor give the
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appearance of religious endorsement, including the endorsement of religion as practiced

through prayer. The inherent endorsement of religion by the issuance of such annual

proclamations is further magnified by the Governor’s inclusion of an annual theme and/or

scriptural reference in proclamations, including between 2004-2008, chosen by the

National Day of Prayer Task Force, an openly evangelical Christian organization, headed

by Mrs. Shirley Dobson.

INTERROGATORY 34: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the interests and behavior of plaintiff and FFR members in Colorado are

injured or affected by any and all actions of the governor, including but not limited to,

issuing HPs.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff understands that the Colorado Constitution prohibits the

government from endorsing religion, or giving the appearance of such endorsement,

regardless whether such endorsement is accompanied by coercion. In the present case, the

Governor’s annual proclamation of a Day of Prayer has the appearance of endorsing

religion, including the belief in a God. The government’s encouragement, including to the

plaintiff, to believe in a God shows the government’s active encouragement of religion, and

apparent preference for religion, and it also is stigmatizing to the plaintiff, who must defend

or justify his non-belief, in the face of the government’s actions supporting religion. In

addition, the Governor’s declarations add credibility to religion and discredit my non-belief.

INTERROGATORY 35: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the governor has officially admonished any one to pray, including but not

limited to, issuing HPs.

RESPONSE: Object on the basis that the Interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.
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Without waiving the objection, plaintiff responds that the Govemor’s annual declarations of

a "Colorado Day of Prayer" constitute encouragement to all citizens of the State to pray.

The proclamations also constitute encouragement for citizens to believe in a God, which

the government endorses as being appropriate.

INTERROGATORY 36: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the text of the HPs endorses religion per se, as distinguished from religious

freedom.

RESPONSE: Object on the basis that the Interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.

Without waiving the objection, the plaintiff notes that the Governor’s issuance of

proclamations declaring a "Colorado Day of Prayer" give the appearance of religious

endorsement by the government. Such endorsement is emphasized, moreover, including in

proclamations issued in 2004-2008, by including an annual theme and/or scriptural

reference chosen by the National Day of Prayer Task Force, an openly evangelical

Christian organization. The government is believed to violate the Colorado Constitution by

engaging in such endorsement of religion, which is permissible by private parties, but

impermissible when done by the government.

INTERROGATORY 37: Identify and specify in detail any and all actions by the

governor that could prohibit Colorado citizens from engaging in celebrations and

commemorations with regard to days of prayer.

RESPONSE: Object on the basis that the Interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.

Without waiving the objection, the plaintiff is not aware of any actions by the Governor

that prohibit Colorado citizens from engaging in celebrations and commemorations with

regard to Days of Prayer. The plaintiff also is not seeking to compel the Governor to
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prohibit private citizens from engaging in religious celebrations. The plaintiff, however,

does seek an end to the Governor’s declaration of a state-created religious holiday, such as

by declarations of a Day of Prayer. The annual Day of Prayer is not an existing private

occasion merely recognized by the government, but rather it is an occasion declared to exist

in the first instance by the government.

INTERROGATORY 38: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the governor initiated or organized any celebrations and commemorations

with regard to days of prayer.

RESPONSE: Celebrations and commemorations with regard to the annual Day of

Prayer do not coincidentally occur on the designated Day of Prayer. Such celebrations,

instead, spring forth because the government declares a Day of Prayer as to which citizens

are encouraged to participate in celebratory activities.

REQUESTS FOR PRODUCTION

REQUEST 1: Produce the text of the 2007 HP.

RESPONSE: The text of prayer proclamations for 2004-2009 will be produced.

Produce the complete text of the governor’s statement at the 2007REQUEST 2:

NDP event.

RESPONSE:The plaintiff does not have the complete text of the Governor’s

statement at the 2007 NDP event.

REQUEST 3: Produce any and all references to this lawsuit on FFRF’s website.

RESPONSE: This answering Plaintiff has no responsive documents, but the

plaintiff FFRF will produce requested documents.

REQUEST 4: Produce any and all written communications of plaintiffs or other
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FFRF members that refer to this lawsuit.

RESPONSE: This answering plaintiff has no documents responsive to Request No.

4, except privileged communications with counsel.

Dated: ~m~ ~__~ 2010.

As to objections:

/s/ Richard L. Bolton
Richard L. Bolton, Esq., State Bar No. 1012552
Attorneys for Plaintiffs

Boardman, Suhr, Curry & Field LP
1 South Pinckney Street, 4th Floor
P. O. Box 927
Madison, WI 53701-0927
Telephone: (608) 257-9521
Facsimile: (608) 283-1709
Email: rbolton@boardmanlawfirm.com

SubscribeM and sworn to before me
day of Jamm:y, 2010.

Public, State ~olot:ado
r conmaission:    ~

Dffvid Habecker

My Commission E~ 11/’tSt2010
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TIMOTHY G. BAILEY and
JEFF BAYSINGER,
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BILL RITTER, JR., in his official capacity as
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF COLORADO, and
THE STATE OF COLORADO,
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Daniele W. Bonifazi, Atty. No. 30645
John H. Inderwish, Atty. No. 10222
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Telephone: (720) 208-0111
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Case Number: 08CV9799
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PLAINTIFF JEFF BAYSINGER’S RESPONSES TO DEFENDANTS’
FIRST SET OF INTERROGATORIES AND FIRST REQUEST

FOR PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS



Plaintiff Jeff Baysinger responds and/or objects to Defendants’

Interrogatories and First Request for Production of Documents as follows:

GENERAL OBJECTIONS

First Set of

The following general objections apply to the entirety of Defendants’ First Set of
Interrogatories and Requests for Production of Documents.

General Objection No. 1:    Plaintiffs object to Defendants’ First Set of Interrogatories
and Requests for Production of Documents to the extent that it seeks information beyond
the scope of discovery, or otherwise purports to impose discovery or procedural obligations
upon Plaintiffs greater than those set forth in the Colorado Rules of Civil Procedure.

General Objection No. 2:    Plaintiffs object to Defendants’ First Set of Interrogatories
and Requests for Production of Documents to the extent that it seeks information which is
protected from disclosure by: (a) the attorney-client privilege; (b) the work-product
doctrine; and/or (c) any other privileges or immunities. Any inadvertent disclosure of
information shall not be deemed a waiver or impairment of Plaintiffs’ right to assert the
applicability of any privilege or immunity to the information.

General Objection No. 3:    Plaintiffs object to Defendants’ First Set of Discovery
Requests to Plaintiffs as being overly broad, unduly burdensome, and oppressive.

General Objection No. 4:    Plaintiffs object to Defendants’ First Set of Discovery
Requests to Plaintiffs as unduly burdensome, oppressive and beyond the scope of discovery
to the extent it seeks information already within the possession and control of Defendants
or their counsel, or to the extent it seeks information that is equally available or readily
ascertainable from public sources or sources of information hosted by, or accessible by,
Defendants.

General Objection No. 5:    Plaintiffs object to Defendants’ First Set of Discovery
Requests to Plaintiffs as overly broad, unduly burdensome, and not reasonably calculated to
lead to the discovery of admissible evidence to the extent a particular request does not
contain a time period limitation or is not appropriately limited to seek information relevant
to the claims alleged in Plaintiffs’ Complaint.

General Objection No. 6:    Plaintiffs’ responses and objections to Defendants’ First Set of
Discovery Requests to Plaintiffs are based upon information currently known and available
to them. Plaintiffs have not yet completed their investigation of the facts pertaining to this
matter, and preparations for trial are ongoing. Plaintiffs, therefore, reserve their rights to
amend, modify, or supplement the objections or responses stated herein, and to use
subsequently discovered documents or other information and documents or other
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information known but whose relevance, significance, or applicability has not yet been
ascertained.

INTERROGATORIES

INTERROGATORY 1: Identify every Colorado day-of-prayer HP on which

plaintiff relies to support any of the claims in the complaint.

RESPONSE: The plaintiffs rely upon at least the Prayer Proclamations from 2004-

2009.

INTERROGATORY 2: Identify every Colorado day-of-prayer "dedication" (as

opposed to any HP) on which plaintiff relies to support any of the claims in the complaint.

RESPONSE: Object on the basis that the Interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.

Without waiving the objection, the plaintiff relies upon at least the Day of Prayer

celebration on May 4, 2007, in which Governor Ritter participated, as well as the

Celebration in 2008. Governor Ritter also has participated in the Colorado Prayer

Luncheon, including on May 22, 2008. This answer further may be supplemented as

additional discovery is forthcoming from the defendants. The plaintiff further notes that

the term "dedication" is ambiguous as to what information the defendants are seeking, but

each declared "Colorado Day of Prayer" is itself deemed a dedicated and objectionable

endorsement of religion, on a day designated for that sole purpose.

INTERROGATORY 3: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that each HP prevented each plaintiff from exercising his or its right to non-

belief.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff does not claim to have been coercively prevented from

exercising his right to non-belief. The plaintiff does contend that the annual declaration of



a "Colorado Day of Prayer" gives the appearance of religious endorsement.

INTERROGATORY 4: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that each HP affected each plaintiff’s political status in the state of Colorado.

RESPONSE: Object on the basis that the interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.

Without waiving the objection, the plaintiff complains herein that annual declarations of a

"Colorado Day of Prayer" give the appearance of elevating and endorsing religion as a

solution to all problems, while encouraging all persons to believe in God, and thereby

giving the appearance that belief is preferable and that believers have special access to

government leaders, including the Governor.

INTERROGATORY 5: State whether or not each plaintiff has attended or

participated in any day of prayer event in Colorado or any NDP event, and identify the

date, time, and the actions each plaintiff took at such events, including but not limited to,

whether any plaintiff was prevented from taking any action he or it wanted to take at such

event.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff has not attended or participated in Colorado Day of

Prayer or NDP events. In fact, he objects to them. The Governor’s encouragement through

annual proclamations that all citizens of Colorado should actively participate in such

events, however, puts the plaintiff in the position of an outsider.

INTERROGATORY 6: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the governor or any other state official in any way affected or took any other

action with regard to any plaintiff who did not attend or participate in the events referenced

in the above paragraph.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff does not contend that the Governor’s annual declarations
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of a "Colorado Day of Prayer" are accompanied by coerced belief or forced participation in

prayer events, although there is an implicit expectation of such participation. The plaintiff

does complain, however, that the Governor’s annual proclamations give the appearance of

religious endorsement by elevating religion as a supposed solution to problems, and by

encouraging all citizens of Colorado to believe in a God. The plaintiff considers that such

encouragement of all citizens to believe in a God is inappropriate and non-believers should

not be put in the position of having to resist overtures to pray, including in his government

workplace.

INTERROGATORY 7: Identify how each plaintiff learned about or was exposed

or subjected to the HP, including but not limited to, any coercion that caused him or it to be

so exposed.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff is aware of annual declarations of a Day of Prayer

through extensive media coverage. The plaintiff also has been witness to resulting prayer

activities at work, as well as messages at work announcing Prayer Day activities.

INTERROGATORY 8: Identify what items in the state’s budget relate to any

allegation in the complaint, including but not limited to, the expenditure of tax monies.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff does not contend that any line item in the State’s budget

is specific to the declaration of Days of Prayer. The plaintiff notes, however, that the

participation of Governor Ritter in Day of Prayer celebrations does involve the use of paid

State personnel, including the Governor and his security.

INTERROGATORY 9: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation concerning the governor’s alignment or association with Reign Down USA.

RESPONSE: Sources on the internet report that Governor Ritter proclaimed April
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26, 2008 to be a Day of Prayer in Colorado, in conjunction with an event sponsored by

Reign Down USA.

INTERROGATORY 10: Identify the exact language and state all facts and

evidence supporting the allegation that language in the HPs constitutes an exhortation or

exhortations to pray.

RESPONSE: The issuance of proclamations declaring an annual "Colorado Day of

Prayer" are issued for the purpose of encouraging all citizens to actively pray. All of the

proclamations, in their entirety, therefore, implicitly are part of the appearance of the

exhortation to pray. Each of the proclamations between 2004-2009, moreover, included

specific language indicating that on the National Day of Prayer, "Americans will unite in

prayer for our Nation, our State, our leaders and our people." Recognizing the National

Day of Prayer as a day on which "Americans will unite in prayer," moreover, the Governor

in each proclamation then proceeds to proclaim a "COLORADO DAY OF PRAYER" on

the same day as the National Day of Prayer.

INTERROGATORY 11: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the governor made "related pronouncements endorsing prayer."

RESPONSE: Governor Ritter has publicly participated in Day of Prayer

celebrations at the Capitol, including in 2007 and 2008. The Governor has also participated

in prayer luncheon celebrations of religion, including in 2008. Discovery is still

proceeding, moreover, and further evidence of such pronouncements may be forthcoming.

INTERROGATORY 12: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that there were approximately 70 events held in Colorado to commemorate the

May 1, 2009 NDP and CDP, including whether the plaintiff attended these events, and how
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he or it were coerced to attend these events. If plaintiff failed to attend any of these events,

describe any and all results or effects on his or its lives and activities, including their status

as Colorado citizens.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff does not contend specifically that 70 events were held in

Colorado to commemorate the 2009 NDP and CDP, although many such events were held

in 2009, as occur on an annual basis. On May 4, 2007, moreover, Gene Torkelson, of the

Rocky Mountain News, reported that more than 70 National Day of Prayer events were

held in Colorado in 2007. The plaintiff has not attended such events, to which he objects,

nor does the plaintiff claim that he was coerced to attend such events. The plaintiff does

contend, however, that the Governor’s declaration of an annual "Colorado Day of Prayer"

gives the appearance of religious endorsement by the government, as described in earlier

interrogatory responses.

INTERROGATORY 13: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation concerning any and all contacts between the governor and the NDP Task Force,

either personally or through any member of his staff, who should be identified with

particularity including by name and job title.

RESPONSE: Shirley Dobson, Chairman of the National Day of Prayer Task Force,

writes to each governor, including the Governor of Colorado, requesting each governor to

issue a Day of Prayer proclamation in coordination with the National Day of Prayer

celebration. At least since 2004, the Governor of Colorado has issued such proclamations,

including proclamations in 2004-2008, that specifically included the National Day of

Prayer Task Force annual theme and/or biblical reference. Mrs. Dobson, in her letters to

the governors, identifies the NDP Task Force theme and scriptural reference for each year,
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which the Govemor of Colorado has regularly included into his Day of Prayer

proclamations, at least since 2004. In 2009, however, after the commencement of this

lawsuit, Governor Ritter issued a prayer proclamation but did not include the NDP Task

Force annual theme and/or scriptural reference.

INTERROGATORY 14: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that there was any and all joint action between the governor and the NDP Task

Force, either personally or through any member of his staff, who should be identified with

particularity including by name and job title.

RESPONSE: Shirley Dobson, Chairman of the NDP Task Force, has written to the

Governor of Colorado, as well as the governors of all other states, on an annual basis,

requesting each governor to issue a prayer proclamation in coordination with the National

Day of Prayer. Mrs. Dobson identifies the annual NDP Task Force theme and scriptural

reference in her letters to the governors. In at least 2004-2008, the Governor of Colorado

included the NDP Task Force annual theme and/or scriptural reference. Only in 2009,

during the pendency of the present action, did the Governor decide not to include the NDP

Task Force annual theme and/or scriptural reference.

INTERROGATORY 15: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that governors of the 50 states proclaimed days of prayer in 2007, 2008, and

2009, as well as those who did not, if any.

RESPONSE: The State prayer proclamations from 2004-2009 will be produced.

INTERROGATORY 16: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the proclamations specified in the above paragraph included references to

the NDP Task Force annual theme and/or supporting scripture.
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RESPONSE: See answer to Interrogatory No. 15.

INTERROGATORY 17: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor has embraced the NDP Task Force, and/or Focus on the

Family.

RESPONSE: In proclamations issued in 2004-2008, the Governor of Colorado

expressly included the NDP Task Force annual theme and/or scriptural reference, as

requested by Mrs. Dobson.

INTERROGATORY 18: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor has or is working hand-in-glove with the NDP Task Force,

and/or Focus on the Family.

RESPONSE: In at least the annual prayer proclamations issued by the Governor in

2004-2008, the Governor of Colorado included the NDP Task Force annual theme and/or

scriptural reference in his annual prayer proclamations, as requested by Mrs. Dobson. No

governor has incorporated an annual theme or scriptural reference that was not suggested

by the National Day of Prayer Task Force.

INTERROGATORY 19: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor has a collaborative relationship with the NDP Task Force,

and/or Focus on the Family.

RESPONSE: In prayer proclamations issued at least in 2004-2008, the Governor of

Colorado expressly included the NDP Task Force annual theme and/or scriptural reference.

INTERROGATORY 20: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor endorses the religious principles of the NDP Task Force, and/or

Focus on the Family.
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RESPONSE: In prayer proclamations issued at least in 2004-2008, the Governor of

Colorado included the NDP Task Force annual theme and/or scriptural reference in his

annual proclamations. The Governor of Colorado has not included annual themes or

scriptural references promulgated by other religious groups; he has included only the

scriptural references identified on an annual basis by the NDP Task Force, which are

readily identifiable as being of biblical origin, according to Mrs. Shirley Dobson.

INTERROGATORY 21: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor endorses religion in violation of the Colorado Constitution.

RESPONSE: At least since 2004, the Governor of Colorado has issued an annual

proclamation declaring a Day of Prayer, in conjunction with the National Day of Prayer. In

at least 2007 and 2008, moreover, Governor Ritter participated in National Day of Prayer

ceremonies publicly held, including on the Capitol steps in 2007. Governor Ritter has also

participated in annual Colorado Prayer Luncheons, including in 2008. The Governor’s

participation in Day of Prayer activities, including by issuing annual proclamations in

conjunction with the National Day of Prayer, gives at least the appearance of religious

endorsement by the Governor, including because the National Day of Prayer itself is a day

dedicated toward promoting prayer for its own sake. The Governor’s actions in giving the

appearance of supporting or preferring prayer are alleged to violate the Colorado

Constitution.

INTERROGATORY 22: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor supports an indelible bond between church and state.

RESPONSE: The issuance of annual Day of Prayer proclamations, at least since

2004, gives the appearance of State support for religion. This appearance is emphasized,
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such as in the proclamations issued in 2004-2008, by the express inclusion of annual

themes and scriptural references promoted by the NDP Task Force, an avocuedly

evangelical Christian organization.

INTERROGATORY 23: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor endorses public celebration of religion by public officials,

particularly as distinguished from freedom of religion.

RESPONSE: Object on the basis that the Interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.

Without waiving said objection, the plaintiff relies on the fact that the Governor of

Colorado has issued public proclamations declaring an annual Day of Prayer since at least

2004. The prayer proclamations give the appearance of endorsing religion; in fact they

include an annual theme and scriptural reference in each proclamation issued in 2004-2008,

as set forth and chosen by the NDP Task Force. The issuance of public proclamations

constitute a celebration of religion by public officials. In addition, Governor Ritter has

openly participated in such public celebrations, including in 2007 and 2008, when he

participated in celebrations of the National Day of Prayer. Governor Ritter has also

participated in Colorado Prayer Luncheons, such as in 2008, which further give the

appearance of public celebration of religion. The distinction between celebration of

religion and "freedom of religion," moreover, is unclear in this question, particularly as

private speech endorsing religion is protected, but government speech endorsing or

preferring religion is not permissible under the Colorado Constitution.

INTERROGATORY 24: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the words or phrases in the HPs convey to non-religious Americans that they

are expected to believe in God.
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RESPONSE: The Governor’s annual declaration of a "Colorado Day of Prayer"

gives the appearance that the government views religion as the solution to social problems

and, therefore, elevates religion to the status of generally accepted dogma to which all

citizens are encouraged to believe, including belief in a God. The plaintiff, in particular, is

a non-believer who perceives the annual prayer proclamations to be an encouragement for

him and others to believe in a God, which encouragement from the government is

inappropriate for the plaintiff to have to resist.

INTERROGATORY 25: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor prefers religion over non-religion for all Colorado citizens.

RESPONSE: The declaration of an annual "Colorado Day of Prayer" by the

Governor gives the appearance that the State prefers religion over non-religion, including

by elevating religion to the status of a preferred solution to problems and by encouraging

all citizens to believe in a God.

INTERROGATORY 26: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation that the governor believes that believers are political insiders and non-believers

are political outsiders, with particular regard to how the governor’s belief or beliefs have

specific effects on the life of the plaintiff and other Colorado citizens.

RESPONSE: The issuance by the Governor of an annual declaration of a "Colorado

Day of Prayer" gives the appearance that believers are political insiders, with special access

to government leaders, while non-believers are political outsiders without such access.

Evidence of this distinction exists in the very fact that such proclamations are issued on an

annual basis by the Governor, while no proclamations are issued extolling the role of

reason. The appearance of access to government leaders by believers, moreover, is
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emphasized by the Governor’s inclusion of the annual theme and/or scriptural reference

chosen by the National Day of Prayer Task Force in Colorado’s proclamations, at least in

2004-2008. While the plaintiff does not claim that the annual declaration of a Day of

Prayer coerces him into becoming a believer, the proclamations do give the appearance to

the plaintiff and others that religion is preferred and expected, while the plaintiffs non-

belief is disfavored and discouraged. The plaintiff is put in the position, therefore, of being

disapproved and/or he is put in the position of having to justify his non-belief, as well as

opposing such expectations, including in his public workplace.

INTERROGATORY 27: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting your

allegation concerning how HPs become known to all citizens.

RESPONSE: The purpose of a proclamation by the Governor declaring a Day of

Prayer is that it become known to all citizens of the State. The purpose and effect of a

proclamation is not achieved by secrecy, and, in fact, proclamations are broadcast,

including to the plaintiff, through extensive media coverage on the internet, in print media,

and by broadcast media sources.

INTERROGATORY 28: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the HPs create a hostile environment for the plaintiff.

RESPONSE: The Governor’s annual proclamation of a "Colorado Day of Prayer"

gives the appearance that religion is a preferred and effective solution to problems, which it

is not, and that all citizens should believe in a God, as encouraged by the Governor. The

plaintiff deems his non-belief to be a matter of personal conscience, which he should not

have to defend in the face of the Governor’s endorsement of religion. The plaintiff views

the Governor’s promotion of the belief in a God as inappropriate, which effect is magnified
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by the annual media hoopla associated with the Day of Prayer, as promoted by the

Governor. The plaintiff is made to feel like a stigmatized outsider and he is put in the

position of defending or justifying his non-belief, in the face of the Governor’s

encouragement of belief.

INTERROGATORY 29: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the plaintiff and other members of FFR in Colorado are subjected or exposed

to unwanted HPs or any proclamations to pray.

RESPONSE: Annual declarations of a "Colorado Day of Prayer" by the Governor

are intended to be broadcast publicly and to become known by the citizens of the State,

including the plaintiff. In fact, the plaintiff is exposed to the Governor’s annual

exhortations to pray due to extensive media coverage, to which he is exposed in print media

and/or via broadcast mediums, as well as through resulting Prayer Day activities, including

those announced in his public workplace.

INTERROGATORY 30: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the government, including but not limited to the defendant state of Colorado

and governor, induced any or all celebrations of religion in the public realm.

RESPONSE: Millions of persons, in thousands of events throughout the country,

participate in public Day of Prayer celebrations, including many such events held

throughout Colorado. These events do not all occur simultaneously on the designated Day

of Prayer coincidentally, but rather as a result of the Governor, the President and local

officials, declaring a coordinated Day of Prayer. In at least 2007 and 2008, moreover,

Governor Ritter participated in such public celebrations of the Day of Prayer, including at

the State Capitol in 2007. Declarations of a Day of Prayer do not merely acknowledge

14



ceremonies independently organized, but rather the proclamations create the occasion for

the celebration of religion.

INTERROGATORY 31: Define the term religiosity, and identify and state all facts

and evidence supporting the allegation that the governor’s actions constitute a culture of

officially-sanctioned religiosity.

RESPONSE: The term religiosity relates to belief in the supernatural, and prayer

relates to appeals to the supernatural. The declaration of an annual "Colorado Day of

Prayer," moreover, constitutes the endorsement by the government of religion, including

through prayer, as well as the encouragement that all citizens believe in a God. The annual

declarations of a Day of Prayer constitute the occasion to celebrate religion and prayer,

including in thousands of ceremonies throughout the country. These celebrations of

religion, with the encouragement of government officials, create a massive public

celebration of religion that is explicitly sanctioned and endorsed by the government.

INTERROGATORY 32: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the governor has "dedicated" a day of prayer, including but not limited to,

issuing HPs.

RESPONSE: At least since 2004, the Governor of Colorado has issued an annual

prayer proclamation declaring a "COLORADO DAY OF PRAYER," to be held in

conjunction with the National Day of Prayer.

INTERROGATORY 33: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the governor officially supports and advocates religion through the medium

of prayer for all Colorado citizens, including but not limited to, issuing HPs.

RESPONSE: The annual declarations of a Day of Prayer by the Governor give the
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appearance of religious endorsement, including the endorsement of religion as practiced

through prayer. The inherent endorsement of religion by the issuance of such annual

proclamations is further magnified by the Governor’s inclusion of an annual theme and/or

scriptural reference in proclamations, including between 2004-2008, chosen by the

National Day of Prayer Task Force, an openly evangelical Christian organization, headed

by Mrs. Shirley Dobson.

INTERROGATORY 34: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the interests and behavior of plaintiff and FFR members in Colorado are

injured or affected by any and all actions of the governor, including but not limited to,

issuing HPs.

RESPONSE: The Colorado Constitution prohibits the government from endorsing

religion, or giving the appearance of such endorsement, regardless whether such

endorsement is accompanied by coercion. In the present case, the plaintiff reacts to the

Governor’s annual proclamation of a Day of Prayer as the endorsement of religion,

including the belief in a God. The government’s encouragement, including to the plaintiff,

to believe in a God shows the government’s active encouragement of religion, and apparent

preference for religion, and also is stigmatizing to the plaintiff, who must defend or justify

his non-belief, in the face of the government’s actions supporting religion.

INTERROGATORY 35: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the governor has officially admonished any one to pray, including but not

limited to, issuing HPs.

RESPONSE: Object on the basis that the Interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.

Without waiving the objection, plaintiff responds that the Governor’s annual declarations of
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a "Colorado Day of Prayer" constitute encouragement to all citizens of the State to pray.

The proclamations also constitute encouragement for citizens to believe in a God, which

the government endorses as being appropriate.

INTERROGATORY 36: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the text of the HPs endorses religion per se, as distinguished from religious

freedom.

RESPONSE: Object on the basis that the Interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.

Without waiving the objection, the plaintiff notes that the Governor’s issuance of

proclamations declaring a "Colorado Day of Prayer" give the appearance of religious

endorsement by the government. Such endorsement is emphasized, moreover, including in

proclamations issued in 2004-2008, by including an annual theme and/or scriptural

reference chosen by the National Day of Prayer Task Force, an openly evangelical

Christian organization. The government is believed to violate the Colorado Constitution by

engaging in such endorsement of religion, which is permissible by private parties, but

impermissible when done by the government.

INTERROGATORY 37: Identify and specify in detail any and all actions by the

governor that could prohibit Colorado citizens from engaging in celebrations and

commemorations with regard to days of prayer.

RESPONSE: Object on the basis that the Interrogatory is vague and ambiguous.

Without waiving the objection, the plaintiff is not aware of any actions by the Governor

that prohibit Colorado citizens from engaging in celebrations and commemorations with

regard to Days of Prayer. The plaintiff also is not seeking to compel the Governor to

prohibit private citizens from engaging in religious celebrations. The plaintiff, however,
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does seek an end to the Governor’s declaration of a state-created religious holiday, such as

by declarations of a Day of Prayer. The annual Day of Prayer is not an existing private

occasion merely recognized by the government, but rather it is an occasion declared to exist

in the first instance by the government.

INTERROGATORY 38: Identify and state all facts and evidence supporting the

allegation that the governor initiated or organized any celebrations and commemorations

with regard to days of prayer.

RESPONSE: Celebrations and commemorations with regard to the annual Day of

Prayer do not coincidentally occur on the designated Day of Prayer. Such celebrations,

instead, spring forth because the government declares a Day of Prayer as to which citizens

are encouraged to participate in celebratory activities.

REQUESTS FOR PRODUCTION

REQUEST 1 : Produce the text of the 2007 HP.

RESPONSE: The text of prayer proclamations for 2004-2009 will be produced.

REQUEST 2: Produce the complete text of the governor’s statement at the 2007

NDP event.

RESPONSE: The plaintiff does not have the complete text of the Governor’s

statement at the 2007 NDP event.

REQUEST 3: Produce any and all references to this lawsuit on FFRF’s website.

RESPONSE: This answering Plaintiff has no responsive documents, but the

plaintiff FFRF will produce requested documents.

REQUEST 4: Produce any and all written communications of plaintiffs or other

FFRF members that refer to this lawsuit.
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RESPONSE: This answering plaintiff has no documents responsive to Request No.

4, except privileged communications with counsel.

Dated: January "~_~, 2010.

As to objections:

/s/ Richard L. Bolton
Richard L. Bolton, Esq., State Bar No. 1012552
Attorneys for Plaintiffs

Boardman, Suhr, Curry & Field LP
1 South Pinckney Street, 4th Floor
P. O. Box 927
Madison, WI 53701-0927
Telephone: (608) 257-9521
Facsimile: (608) 283-1709
Email: rbolton@boardmanlawfirm.com

Jeff B’a~csinger "

Subscribed and sworn to before me
this ~ day of January, 2010.

Notary Public, State of Colorado
My commission: d? -7 --.~40 --

NOTARY PUBLIC      ~

My Commission Expires 7/30/2011
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EXHIBIT 98



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Rod Blagojevich
Office of the Governor
Springfield IL 62706

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to. urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine ir~to government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family; has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
disdpline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



[1 /I FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Dirk Kempthorne
Office of the Governor
Boise ID 83720

DearGovernor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American prindple of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
disdpline, or exercises .... dvil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we endose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Da f " "y o Reason proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of consdence of all your
dtizens--induding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ° Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Thomas Vilsack
Office of the Governor
Des Moines IA 50319

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O~ Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Bill Owens
Office of the Governor
Denver CO 80203-1792

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/~hurch Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Ruth Ann Miner
Office of the Governor
Dover DE 19901

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a ~reen light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bhllyir~g religio~us-righ~
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
disdpline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the fights of conscience of all your
dfizens--induding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Togiola Tulafono
Office of the Governor
Pago Pago AS 96799

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your territory, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration.we e.nclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethougl~t Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State ! Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ° Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Linda Lingle
Office of the Governor
Honolulu HI 96813

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizensmincluding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
Office of the Governor
Sacramento CA 95814

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Govemment of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizensminduding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ° Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Sonny Perdue
Office of the Governor
Atlanta GA 30334

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
dtizensmincluding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Frank Murkowski
Office of the Governor
Juneau AK 99811

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular prodamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" Rrants a ~reen light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government The bhllyiffg religio~us ri h~_ g
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres, Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" prodamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of consdence of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ° Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Bob Riley
Office of the Governor
Montgomery AL 36130

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" ~:rants a Rreen light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bhllyi~g religio~us-righ~
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving prodamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
dtizensmincluding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Frank Murkowski
Office of the Governor
Juneau AK 99811

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one dedaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
Office of the Governor
Sacramento CA 95814

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
prindple of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
disdpline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exerdses of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

,F,or your considerati,o, n we enclo, s,e two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
Freethought Week the other Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple

"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
dtizensnincluding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Mitch Daniels
Office of the Governor
Indianapolis IN 46204

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" prodamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizensninduding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Mike Huckabee
Office of the Governor
Little Rock AR 72201

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Jeb Bush
Office of the Governor
Tallahassee FL 32399

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a ~reen livht
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into govemmer~t. The bhllyir~g religio’~us-rig~
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer prodamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

,F,~r your consideration.we e.nclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple

"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how-your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Janet Napolitano
Office of the Governor
Phoenix AZ 85007

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simile
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. M Jodi Rell
Office of the Governor
Hartford CT 06106

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius
Office of the Governor
Topeka KS 66612

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizensmincluding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Ernie Fletcher
Office of the Governor
Frankfort KY 40601

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

,F,.or your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple

"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizensnincluding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Kathleen Blanco
Office of the Governor
Baton Rouge LA 70804

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
disdpline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A siml~le
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Mitt Romney
Office of the Governor
Boston MA 02133

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exerdses .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
dtizens--induding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Robert Ehrlich
Office of the Governor
Annapolis MD 21401

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

,F, or your considerati,on we enclo, s,e two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
,,Freethought Week, the other Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your

office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. John Balducci
Office of the Governor
Augusta ME 04333

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American prindple of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public offidals to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

,F,.or your considerati,o,n we enclo, s,e two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
Freethought Week the other Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple

"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Jennifer Granholm
Office of the Governor
Lansing M148909

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Tim Pawlenty
Office of the Governor
St Paul MN 55155

DearGovernor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizensmincluding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Matt Blunt
Office of the Governor
Jefferson City MO 65101

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your considerati,o, n we enclo,,s,e two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week, the other Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the fights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Jean Babauta
Office of the Governor
Saipan MP 96950

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your territory, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declarin~ a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Harley Barbour
Office of the Governor
Jackson MS 39205

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... dvil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

~or, your consideration,, we enclose,, .tw°. suggested secular proclamations, one. declarin,    g a
Freethought Week the other Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple

"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of consdence of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Brian Schweitzer
Office of the Governor
Helena MT 59620

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizensminduding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ° Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Michael Easley
Office of the Governor
Raleigh NC 27699

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... dvil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For,, your consideration,, we enclose,, .tw°. suggested secular proclamations, one. declaring a
Freethought Week the other Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple

"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of consdence of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. John Hoeven
Office of the Governor
Bismark ND 58505

DearGovernor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Dave Heineman
Office of the Governor
Lincoln NE 68509

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. John Lynch
Office of the Governor
Concord NH 033301

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizensminduding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ° Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. John Lynch
Office of the Governor
Concord NH 033301

Dear Govemor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American prindple of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
prindple of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Govemment of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Milled

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" prodamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
dtizens--induding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Richard Codey
Office of the Governor
Trenton NJ 08625

DearGovernor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Milled

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--induding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ° Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



[l ll FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Bill Richardson
Office of the Governor
Santa Fe NM 87501

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government ...... endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a    green light
to theists seeking to inject rehglous doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ° Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Kenny Guinn
Office of the Governor
Carson City NV 89701

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
Freethought Week, the other Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation. A simple

"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. George Pataki
Office of the Governor
Albany NY 12224

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-fight
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropfiated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. Dufing the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicfed by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Milled

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declafing a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
" a     " "Day of Re son proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Bob Taft
Office of the Governor
Columbus OH 43215

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exerdses of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of consdence of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Brad Henry
Office of the Governor
Oklahoma OK 73105

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the fights of consdence of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Ted Kulongoski
Office of the Governor
Salem OR 97301

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, suchas for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Edward Rendell
Office of the Governor
Harrisburg PA 17120

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and govermnent.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison WI 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Anibal Acevedo-Vila
Office of the Governor
San Juan PR 00902

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your territory, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jack~on and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co.President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Don Carciefi
Office of the Governor
Providence RI 02903

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Mark Sanford
Office of the Governor
Columbia SC 29211

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, ........ government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a      green light
to theists seeking to inject rehglous doctrine ~nto government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
dtizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Mike Rounds
Office of the Governor
Pierre SD 57501

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Phil Bredesen
Office of the Governor
Nashville TN 37243

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Rick Perry
Office of the Governor
Austin TX 78711

DearGovernor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ° Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Jon Huntsman
Office of the Governor
Salt Lake City UT 84114

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Milled

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ° Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

Aprii 19, 2005

Gov. Mark Warner
Office of the Governor
Richmond VA 23219

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ~ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Charles Turnbull
Office of the Governor
St Thomas VI 00802

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your territory, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizensminduding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2OO5

Gov. James H Douglas
Office of the Governor
Montpelier VT 05609

Dear Govemor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Govemment of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizenswincluding those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Christine Gregoire
Office of the Governor
Olympia WA 98504

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ° Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Jim Doyle
Office of the Governor
Madison W153702

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Joe Manchin III
Office of the Governor
Charleston WV 25305

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

For your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
"Freethought WeeK" the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simple
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita



FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 750 ¯ Madison Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ www.ffrf.org

April 19, 2005

Gov. Dave Freudenthal
Office of the Governor
Cheyenne WY 82002

Dear Governor:

On behalf of our membership in your state, we are writing to urge your office to balance
religious proclamations, such as for the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May
5, by issuing a secular proclamation to honor the uniquely American principle of separation
between religion and government.

The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the
principle of freedom of conscience. While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-
sponsored day of prayer would not be a problem.

Unfortunately, government endorsement of a "National Day of Prayer" grants a green light
to theists seeking to inject religious doctrine into government. The bullying religious-right
lobby, Focus on the Family, has appropriated this date, placing undue pressure on you and
other elected executives to exhort citizens to pray.

Pres. Thomas Jefferson eloquently stated why it is so objectionable for public officials to get
into the religious business. During the eight years that he was president, he refused to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation (as did Presidents Jackson and Taylor):

"I consider the Government of the United States as interdicted by the Constitution of
the United States from meddling with religious institutions, their doctrines,
discipline, or exercises .... civil powers alone have been given to the President of
the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of his
constituents." (Letter to Rev. Mr. Miller)

Fourteen percent of the U. S. adult population (30 million Americans) is not religious,
according, to the definitive American Religious Identification Survey. Prayer proclamations
by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god,
and in the suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking.

,F, or your consideration we enclose two suggested secular proclamations, one declaring a
¯ Freethought Week," the other "Giving Thanks for State/Church Separation." A simp-le
"Day of Reason" proclamation also would be very welcome. Please let us know how your
office plans to ceremonially acknowledge the rights of conscience of all your
citizens--including those who are personally free from religion.

Very truly yours

Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
Co-Presidents

Dan Barker, Co-President ¯ Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-President ¯ Anne Nicol Gaylor, President Emerita
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will pay $437,000 to a man who was sexually
abused by Rev. Joseph Pritchard, who died in
1988 The jury awarded the amount to the man
after finding the archdiocese responsible for the
priest’s actions. Pritchard abused the victim
from 1971-73 at St. Martin of Tours Parish in
San Jose, When the man told him he would not
be a victim any more, Pritchard reportedly re-
plied, "That’s OK, because thanks to you I have
a bunch of kids I can do this with." [Also see Ci-
vil Lawsuits Filed] Source; San Jose Mercury
News 3/25/05

¯ The Archdiocese of Boston, MA, settled
with one of its former insurance carriers that
had previously refused to pay for more than $59
rail in claims by clergy abuse victims. The in-
surance carrier paid the archdiocese $20 miL
after the settlement was approved. In 2003, the
archdiocese reached an $85 mil. settlement in-
volving more than 540 claims of clergy abuse.
Source: AP 3/7/05

¯ The Diocese of Paterson, N J, will pay $5
rail, to 27 men who said they were sexually
abused by ex-Cathofic priest James T. Henley.
The settlement includes 4 years of counseling
for the men, most of whom were abused be-
tween 1968-82. Church officials first learned of
allegations against him in 1985, but only re-
moved him from the priesthood in 2002, He was
not named in the lawsuits because of his coop-
eration in providing details about his abuse of
20 of the boys. Source: SF Chronicle 2/15/05

Legal Developments
¯ A judge granted a new trial to defrocked Cath-
olic priest Maurice Blackweg, 58, Baltimore,
MD, who had been convicted of 3 counts of sex-
ualiy abusing a minor. The victim shot Blackwell
in 2002, 10 years after the abuse. The judge
said jurors should not have heard testimonials
about other alleged victims of B~ackwelL He
was removed after admitting to sexually abus-
ing another teen boy in the 1970s, Source: Mil-
waukee Journal Sentinel 4/9/05

¯ B shop William Waynes, 47, Queens, NY,
was acquitted of statutory rape. Said a juror:
"We a fe t he was guilty in what he did, but
there was nsufficient evidence to convict him,"
The founder and pastor of the New Beginning
Ou reach Love Center, a storefront church, was
charged with molesting a girl beginning at age
15, & hay ng sex with her after her 16th birthday
party The victim said he told her she woutd
make a fine evangelist, but that "he wou d have
to enter inside me so that his spirit wouM come
ns de me so that I can become a great evan-

gelist." Waynes admitted having sex wi h her,
but claimed it was after she turned 17, He and
his wife Eunice, who is co-pastor at the church,
have lashed out at the victim’s family. Said
Waynes "Any pastor that would accept these
people as members beware." Authorities said
there were at least 2 other complaints that
Waynes abused minors. Sources: NY Daily
News 3/30/05, 3/24/05

¯ Rev. John P. Lyons, 76, Brockton, MA,
was acquitted of raping a former parishioner at
St. Rose of Lima Church in Rochester. He was
accused of abusing the boy from 1987-89,
starting when the boy was 8. Source; Milwau-
kee Journal Sentinel 3/24/05

¯ The Diocese of Tucson, AZ~ was given
permission by a federal bankruptcy judge to sell
85 of its real estate holdings to settle c~ergy
abuse claims. The diocese filed for bankruptcy
last September. At the time, it faced 22 lawsuits
by 34 plaintiffs. In 2002, it settled with 10 male
victims for $14 mih Source: Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel 3/23/0E

¯ The Pennsylvania appeals court ruled that
17 people who filed clergy abuse lawsuils
against the Archdiocese of Philadelphia had
waited too long to sue. The court said that even
though the "abuses committed by agents of the
Catholic Church are, by far, not isolated
events," the statute of limitations had expired.
One of the cases dated back to 1957, & the
most recent occurred in 1963. The archdiocese
said 44 of its priests have been °credibly" ac-
cused of child sexual abuse since the 1940s.
Source: AP 3/15/05

¯ The Ohio appeals court ruled that a clergy
abuse lawsuit against the Archdiocese of Cin-
cinnati can continue, reversing an earlier courl
decis on o throw out the lawsuit. The appeals
court said the statute of limitations did not app y
because the archdiocese had concealed the
abuse from authorities. The lawsuit was fi~ed by
a man who was abused as a m~nor by Rev.
Thomas Hopp, who admitted the crime in
2002. He was removed from the ministry.
Source: Cincinnati Enquirer 3/10/05

¯ The niece of Marcus Wesson, Fresno, CA,
testified at his trial, describing years of strict
cipline, repeated rape, & "having babies for the
Lord." Wesson was charged with ki~ling 9 of his
children, ages 1-25, & severa~ counts of sexual
abuse of minors, The niece said her abuse be-
gan at age t2, when Wesson said he was pre-
paring his nieces & daughters for marriage
Among the murdered victims were 7 children
Wesson fathered with his nieces arid daughters
& 2 with his wife. Source. Tri-Valley Herald
3/9/05

¯ A woman filed a claim in bankruptcy court
accusing Rev. Joachim Hien, Spokane, WA,
sexual misconduct. Hien, a native Vietnamese
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who is a priest at St. Anthony’s Church, alleged-
ly used his position as counselor & spiritual ad-
v sor to maneuver a sexual affair with the mar-
ried woman. He is still considered a priest in
good standing with the Diocese of Spokane,
which had filed for bankruptcy due to numerous
clergy abuse lawsuits. Source: Spokesmen*Re.
view 3/8105

¯ The Swedish appeals court overturned a
hate-crimes conviction of Rev. Aake Green, 63,
a pastor who in a sermon called homosexuals a
"cancer." He was the first clergyman convicted
under the country’s strict hate-crimes ~aws.
Source: AZ Daffy Star 2/12/05

¯ A district attorney is investigating whether
the Catholic Diocese of Dallas, TX, failed to
report ctsrgy abuse allegations to police~ The
diocese claimed in writing 3 years ago that no-
body in its ministry had violated state law. How-
ever, in February, a pastor resigned after it was
revealed he was accused of sexually harassing
boys in the 1990s. The boys said the diocese
never investigated or reported the allegations.
Also that month, another pastor was arrested
on charges of possession of child pornography.
Source: NY Times 2/8/05

Diocese News
¯ A new policy by the Archdiocese of Milwau*
kee, Wl--requiring clerics to be subject to un-
announced searches of their homes at any time
if they are suspected of sexual or drug abuse,
or inappropriate behavior--was put on hold
after an "overwhelming negative reaction by
priests." The policy had stated that priests must
get approval for out-of-town or vacation trips,
including those with a companion, and will be
required to maintain a daily mitsage log, in
which the log and car odometer will be inspect-
ed regularly. The policy also said priests could
not own a computer unless otherwise author-
ized, & are forbidden "to own or possess any
ndecent or pornographic materiah" The policy
woud have covered more than 400 priests &
150 deacons. Archbishop Timothy Dolan said
he should have consulted the priests before
approving the policy: "They are very angry with
me That anger is legitimate, and I am very
angry with myself." One of the documents in the
policy covers consensual adult sexual relation-
ships "as well as those that were misunderstood
as consensual" and "includes priests, or single
deacons that are living in a ’married state’ with
one or more partners of either sex after having
professed a vow of celibacy."

The state Supreme Court is currently hearing
arguments on whether victims of clergy sex
abuse are allowed to sue the Catholic Church

for negligence and fraud for covering up the
crimes. The court has previously turned down
suits aleging abuse by the late Rev. George
Nuedling, saying the crimes that took place in
the 1960s-70s were too old to be prosecuted.
Also being questioned is a 1995 state Supreme
Court ruling saying the church could not be
sued in such cases because of the separation
of church & state. Sources: Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel 4/10/05, 4/15/05, 4/14/05

¯ The Diocese of Lincoln, NE, is the only
diocese refusing to participate in a nationwide
annual audit of how the Catholic Church is han-
dling & preventing child sex abuse. ~n last
year’s audit, the diocese was not in full compli-
ance with the policy & made no apology.
Source: Omaha Worm Herald 2/19/05

Removed / Resigned
¯ Mike Fehlauer, New Braunfels, TX, resigned
as senior pastor of the evangelical Tree of Life
Fellowship after admitting to sexual misconduct
with a married woman. He had admitted in the
past to being addicted to prostitutes & pornog-
raphy. He founded & directed Foundation Minis-
tries, traveling with his wife to present seminars
on family life. He and his wife have now moved
to Colorado. Source: San Antonio Express-
News 4/5/05

¯ The Archdiocese of Cincinnati, OH, sus-
pended Revs. Michael Paraniuk, Stanley
Doerger, & David Vincent, due to allegations
~hat they abused children in the 1970s-80s.
The decision was made after an independent
tribunal awarded compensation payments to
the victims. Paraniuk was a children’s hospital
chaplain, Doerger worked at St. Rite’s School
for the Deaf, & Vincent was a parochial school
teacher. Source: Cincinnati Enquirer 3/10/05

Other
¯ Victims of clergy sex abuse gathered in the
Vatican City to protest Cardinal Bernard Law
celebrating Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica to
mourn the pope’s death. It was considered a
church honor to be one of nine prelates who
presided at funeral masses for the pope. Law
resigned as archbishop of the Boston
Archdiocese, MA, in 2003 after it was revealed
that he repeatedly transferred pedophite pdests
from padsh to parish to cover up their crimes,
The archdiocese has since paid more than $85
rail. to more than 550 victims in settlements.
Law now leads St. Mary Major, 1 of 4 basilicas
under direct Vatic~.n jurisdiction. When he was
finally chased from office, he was rewarded with
a prestigious, honorary post in Rome as arch-

Govs Asked to

Creep
of the
Month

ARRESTED: Tamotsu
Kin, 61, Kyoto, Japan:
raping a girl, 12. The
leader of the Seishin Chug Kyokai Christ*
inn cult is also known as Tamotsu Negate.
He is suspected of raping more than 30
girts in his cult. He altsgedty began the
abuse On female adult followers, but then
started targeting younger girls, summon-
ing them to his room during breaks in
church gatherings. In this case, he was
charged with raping a girl in a church room
in 2002, telling her she was taking part in a
holy ceremony. He reportedly continued
the abuse until 2004. Last December, 170
followers left the group, resulting in a high-
ranking cult member ordering followers to
use their credit cards to give money to the
group. Kin has previously forced cult mem-
bers to "donate" all the money from their
bank accounts to repay 1oans the cult ob*
tained in buying land for its headquarters.
Source: Mainichi Daffy News 4/8/05

priest, and given a spacious apartment. He
attended the reception for President Bush at the
U.S. Embassy in Rome, Source: Capital Times
[WI] 4/11/05, New York Times 4/8/05

¯ Scott Hildreth, Naper~ille, FL, who has
been quoted in numerous newspaper reports in
his protests to removing Terri Schiavo’s feeding
tube, is a registered sex offender. The religious
activist and antiabortionist was charged with 2
counts of rape & f count of kidnapping, relating
to an incident at Ohio University, He pleaded
guilty to sexual battery and was in jail for parts
of 1992-93. He also served probation time. Ril-
dreth’s son, 10. was one of several kids arrest-
ed for crossing police lines in an attempt to take
water to Schiavo, Source: Editor & Pubfisher
3/28/05

¯ Archbishop Raymond Burke, St. Louis,
MO, sent apology letters to more than 30 clergy
abuse victims & their parents, as part of a De-
cember settlement with the archdiocese. One
man, who was abused by the late Rev. Norman
Christian, said the priest once told him: "Who
are they going to believe--you or a priest?"
Source: Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 2/23/05

Balance "Day of Prayer"

The Freedom From Religion’Foundafion asked all 50 U.S.
governors to reconsider and balance gubernatorial actions
proclaiming a "Day of Prayer."

Under President Reagan, legislation was passed desig-
nating the first Thursday of every May as "National Day of
Prayer." Governors are not under any obligation, however,
to "observe" it.

The religious right lobby, especially Focus on the Family,
annually targets governors and local executives to proclaim
a "Day of Prayer." In the past, rare holdouts included Lowell
Weicker, when he was governor of Connecticut, and Jesse
Ventura, when he was governor of Minnesota.

"The public observance of a day of prayer is most dis-
tressing in a country founded on the principle of freedom
of conscience," wrote Foundation co-president Dan Barker
to governors. "While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer,
a church-spomored day of prayer would not be a problem.

"Prayer proclamations by public officials convey to non-
religious Americans that we are expected to believe in a
god, and in the suspension of the natural laws of the uni-
verse through wishful thinking."

The Foundation sent governors sample copies of pro-
posed secular proclamations, including a "Freethought
Week," and "Give Thanks for State/Church Separation. A
simple "Day of Reason" would be very welcome:

"There have been many holidays for saints and supersti-

MAYOR C. RAY NAGIN

CITY OF NEW ORLEANS

PROCLAIMED

lion, but never one commemorating reason, freethought"Thought you would be interested in knowing that we

and state/church separation." obtained a Mayoral Proclamation for the Nadonal Day of
The Foundation also reminded governors that 14% ofReason, May 5, 2005."--Harry Greenberger, La.

tile U.S. adult population is not religious, according to tile
definitive kanerican Religious Identification Smwey.

Freethinkers believe in deeds, uot creeds, the governors
were told. "The bands that help are better l~.r tban llps that
pray," as noted 19tb century freefbinker/attorney Robert G.
Ingersoll wrote. Mark Twain advised that is better to read
tlae weather [21recast belore we pray l~r rain.

Freethinkers may wish to contact their OWll local execu-

tives or governor to promote freethought proclamations.
Worging for ta,e,, such p~oclamatious ca~* be jb’und rd the

Foundation’s website: http://www.fj}forg/ti,My/pmclamatlous.
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Nett~s Release & Action Alert

State/Chnreh Watchdog Group Protests "Day of Prayer" Proclamations, Asks
Governors to Balance with "Day of Reason"
May 4, 2005

(Madison, Wis.) The national Freedom From Religion Foundation, the nation’s largest freethought (atheist/agnostic)
membership group, which works to keep church and state separation, has called on the nation’s governors to issue
proclamations to balance the National Day of Prayer.

Pointing out "there have been many holidays for saints and superstition, but never one commemorating reason, freethought
and state/church separation," the Foundation proposes that governors proclaim a "Day of Reason," a "Freethought Week" or a
"Give Thanks for State/Church Separation."

Governors and local officials are annualty targeted by rightwing groups, such as Focus on the Family, to issue annual
proclamations calling on constituents to pray. Under Reagan, legislation was passed designating the first Thursday of every
May as "National Day of Prayer," but governors are not obliged to "observe" it.

"The public observance of a day of prayer is most distressing in a country founded on the principle of freedom of conscience,"
noted Foundation co-president Dan Barker. "While reason tells us nothing fails like prayer, a church-sponsored day of prayer
would not be a problem," unlike government prayer.

Fourteen percent of the U.S adult population is not religious, the Foundation reminded governors in individual letters sent in
mid-April requesting secular proclamations. According to the definitive American Religious identification Survey, that is 30
million U.S. adults.

"Prayer proclamations by public officials convey to nonreligious Americans that we are expected to believe in a god, and in the
suspension of the natural laws of the universe through wishful thinking," added Foundation co-president Annie Laude Gaylor.

"The hands that help are better far than lips that pray," according to noted 19th century freethinkerlattorney Robert Green
Ingersoll. Freethinkers believe in deeds, not creeds. As Mark Twain pointed out, "It is better to read the weather forecast before
we pray for rain." Governors who have responded to date to the request typically have noted they issue proclamations on
behalf of state citizens. So the Foundation urges its membership to take up the challenge by contacting governors or other local
officials sponsoring a "Day of Prayer" and requesting secular balance.

Read samples of suggested secular proclamations.

Freedom From Religion Foundation ¯ PO Box 750 ¯ Madison. Wl 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900 ¯ contact us
© Freedom From Religion Foundation.

http://ffrf.org/news/2005/noprayday.php 8/7/2009
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efforts to make sure they have the
information they need."

The press release notes, "By law,
organizations exempt from tax under
Internal Revenue Code section
501(c)(3) may not ’participate in, or
intervene in (including the punishing
or distributing of statements), any
political campaign on behalf of (or in
opposition to) any candidate for pub-
l~c office:"

The IRS said it is making extensive
efforts to educate 501(c)(3) organiza-
tions, political parties and candidates
through its Political Activities Compli-
ance Initiative.

Letters are even being sent, the IRS
said, to the national political party
committees explaining the law’s pro-
hibition regarding charities and
churches.

Americans United pointed out that
it’s up to religious leaders to make
certain they follow the law. Can-
didates seeking votes may look for
access to houses of worship, and reli-
gious leaders have an obligation to
make sure the law is not violated.

Although many Religious Right
groups chafe under the IRS. regula-
tions, not all conservative religious
groups agree. The National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals (NAE) recently
surveyed evangelical leaders and
found most firmly rejecting pulpit-
based politicking.

The group asked the CEOs from 60
evangelical churches, universities and
affiliated organizations if their
"churches advise parishioners who to
vote for."

The NAE says most respondents
answered, "No!" - actually’using an
exclamation mark.

NAE President Leith Anderson
said in a press release that answers to
such survey questions are ~sua]ly
across the board, "but this time was
different." Only one out of 60 respon-
dents said he tells parishioners which
candidates the church supports.

Bush Solutes The Dobsons,
Pushes Role Of Religion
At White House Ptoyer Event

President George W. Bush hosted
Religious Right leader James Dobson

at a White House event marking the
National Day of Prayer May 1.

At an East Room ceremony attend-
ed by cabinet officers as well as mem-
bers of the House of Representatives
and Senate, Bush thanked Dobson’s
wife, Shirley, for serving as chair of
the National Day of Prayer Task
Force, a private group that oversees
many Prayer Day activities.

Shirley Dobson opened the White
House service with, as Focus on the
Family later reported, a "strong, bold
and winsome call for America to
return to the Lord and pray for its
leaders."

Bush then took the podium.
Flanked by the choir of St.

Patrick’s Cathedral from New York
City, the president remarked, "I think
one of the interesting things about a
National Day of Prayer is it does help
describe our nation’s character to
others. We are a prayerful nation. A
lot of citizens draw comfort from
prayer. Prayer is an important part of
the lives of millions of Americans.

"And it’s interesting, when you
think about our faith, you can find it
in the Pledge of Allegiance, you can
find an expression of American faith
in the Declaration of Independence,
and you can find it in the coins in our
pockets.

"Over the last seven years, our
country has faced many trials," Bush
added. "And time and time again we
have turned to prayer and found
strength and resilience. We prayed
with those who’ve lost everything in
natural disasters, and helped them
heal and recover and build ....

"And as we pray for God’s contin-
ued blessings on our country," he
said, "I think it makes sense to hope
that one day there may be a Inter-
national Day of Prayer .... It will be a
chance for people of faith around the
world to stop at the same time to
pause to praise an Almighty."

Later in the day, the Dobsons’
NDP Task Force hosted a three-hour
service on Capitol Hill. FOF reported
that "officials, dignitaries and guests
joined together in praying for the
nation, its families, its government,
its military, and the upcoming elec-
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tion." Similar events took place
around the country.

Americans United charged that the
National Day of Prayer has been
largely hiiacked by the Religious
Right and is being used as an oppor-
tunity to promote a far-right religious-
political agenda.

"In many cases, this event is more
about politics than prayer," said Barry
W: Lynn, executive director of
Americans United. "It’s just another
excuse for the Religious Right to
attack church-state separation."

Lynn noted that the NDP Task
Force’s Web site claims it is the
"National Day of Prayer Official Web
Site," but, in fact, the group has no
official status. The Task Force states
that its purpose is to "Foster unity
within the Christian Church" and
"Publicize and preserve America’s
Christian heritage." Non-Christians
are usually prohibited from leading
or speaking at NDP Task Force
events.

The Task Force requires volunteer
prayer coordinators to sign a funda-
mentalist statement of faith that
declares that "the Holy Bible is the
inerrant Word of The Living God" and
that "Jesus Christ is the Son of God
and the only One by which I can
obtain salvation."

This year, some advocates of
church-state separation fought back.
Inclusive events open to people of all
faiths and none were held in several
cities.

Jews on First, an internet site that
promotes church-state separation,
launched a "Campaign for an In-
clusive National Day of Prayer." Jane
Hunter, co-director of Jews on First,
told the Christian Science Monitor
that the day "has been hijacked.
Only Christian clergy are invited to
participate."

In an opinion column that was dis-
tributed nationwide, AU’s Lynn and
Interfaith Alliance Foundation Presi-
dent C. Welton Gaddy criticized the
Religious Right’s takeover of the day.

"It’s debatable whether a nation
founded on the constitutional separa-
tion of church and state needs a feder-
al government reminder to pray in the



first place," wrote Lynn and Gaddy.
"Chalk it up to a less pluralistic, less
religiously sensitive age. But the Nat-
ional Day of Prayer really started to
deteriorate in 1988, when the Nat-
ional Day of Prayer Task Force was
created by the Religious Right, hi-
jacking the National Day of Prayer in
the name of those who would make
their concept of God the only accept-
able one."

The National Day of Prayer was
signed into law in 1952 by President
Harry Truman. In 1988, Congress
amended the law to state that obser-
vances would be held the first
Thursday in May.

H.J. Student Speaks Out
Against Biased Textbook
That Pushes Prayer Hyths

A New Jersey high school student
is speaking out against a civics text-
book that inaccnrately portrays the
state of the law regarding prayer in
public schools.

Matthew LaClair, a high school sen-
ior in Kearny, N.J., has criticized the
book American Gouernment by John J.
DiIulio and James Q. Wilson. The text,
now in its llth edition, is used in many
public schools nationwide.

"I just realized from my own
knowledge that some of this stuff in
the book is just plain wrong," LaClair
told the Associated Press.

LaClair brought the book to the
attention of the Center for Inquiry in
Amherst, N.Y. Staff members there pre-
pared a report on the tome, noting its
biased treatment of church-state sepa-
ration and global warming. The book
dismisses climate change, asserting
that the threat has been overblown by
the scientific community.

The book’s discussion of school
prayer is simplistic and misleading,
parroting Religious Right views. For
example, it states that the Supreme
Court has ruled "as unconstitutional
every effort to have any form of
prayer in public schools, even if it is
nonsectarian, voluntary or limited to
reading a passage of the Bible."

In fact, the high court has struck
down only state-sponsored religious
worship in public schools. Students

are free to pray or read religious
books on their own.

The book also contains a photo of
students praying in front of a Virginia
high school. The caption reads, "The
Supreme Court will not let this hap-
pen inside a public school."

Book coauthor Dilulio was the
first director of the White House
Office of Faith-Based and Commun-
ity Initiatives and has long been a
critic of church-state separation.
Wilson is a prominent conservative
writer and academic.

The book’s publisher, Houghton
Mifflin, says some changes have been
made. The picture from the Virginia
high school has been dropped, and
some of the rhetoric questioning glob-
al warming has been toned down,
staffers at the publishing firm said.

The effort marks LaClair’s second
venture supporting church-state sepa-
ration. Last year, he challenged a his-
tory teacher who was promoting reli-
gion in class. LaClair secretly taped
some of the lectures and presented
them to officials at the school. The
controversy made national headlines.

Americans United wrote to the
school advising officials to tell the
teacher to stop, and Lynn later made
a presentation about church-state
separation there.

LaClair recently appeared in a pro-
gram sponsored by Americans United
and The Interfaith Alliance Foun-
dation, discussing his activities. (See
"Two Thumbs Up!," May Church &
State.)

Americans United loins
Array Of Religious Groups
In Opposing Church Aid

Americans United for Separation of
Church and State has joined a coalition
of religious and civil liberties groups to
urge a federal appeals court to strike
down the use of public funds to repair
Detroit houses of worship.

In a friend-of-the-court brief filed
April 17, seven organizations asked
the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
to rule against aid to churches that
was distributed by the City of Detroit
Downtown Development Authority
in 2006.

The money was given to three
downtown churches to repair their
facades and for landscaping and
lighting upgrades to spruce up sec-
tions of the city prior to the Super
Bowl. A federal district court said the
aid did not advance religion.

Organizations joining on the brief
include Americans United; the Baptist
Joint Committee for Religious Liberty;
American Jewish Committee; Hadas-
sah, the Women’s Zionist Organi-
zation of America; the Hindu Ameri-
can Foundation: The Interfaith
Alliance Foundation and Americans
for Religious Liberty.

"Americans have a long tradition
of offering voluntary support to hous-
es of worship," said Barry W. Lynn,
Americans United executive director.
"Coercing taxpayers to provide this
aid is a monumental violation of the
right of conscience."

The legal brief in American
Atheists, Inc. u. City of Detroit Dotvn-
town Deuelopment Authority argues
that government aid to religion ends
up doing more harm than good.

"The lessons of history are com-
pelling: Governmental aid to con-
struct and maintain houses of wor-
ship degrades religion and distorts
government," asserts the brief.

The brief goes on to argue, "[T]he
grant recipients here are not just reli-
giously affiliated: They are full-
fledged churches. So the district
court’s approval of public funding for
repairs would have been especially
noxious to those who adopted the
First Amendment .... And it would
have been equally offensive to those
who sought to maintain their cher-
ished religious freedom by ensuring
that their houses of worship could.
never develop an unhealthy depend-
ence on governmental largesse."

The brief draws extensively on his-
tory and cites the works of religious
liberty pioneers such as James Madi-
son, Roger Williams and others.

"Government funding leads to the
very intrusiveness on freedom of
concscience that Roger Williams cau-
tioned against, and that [James]
Madison designed the Establishment
Clause to prevent," the brief asserts.
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May 7, 2004

Bush Addresses Evangelicals on Prayer Day
By DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK

An annual address by President Bush marking the National Day of Prayer was broadcast Thursday night over
several Christian television and radio networks as part of an evangelical concert, transmitting his message to a
pivotal political constituency around the country.

The president’s participation in the broadcast drew criticism from Americans United for Separation of Church
and State, a liberal group, which suggested that the nonprofit evangelical organization that sponsors the
concert and related events was improperly advertising for Mr. Bush’s re-election.

Some religious figures, including a Roman Catholic bishop and the president of a major evangelical Christian
seminary, also accused the organizers of the broadcast and the White House of using prayer for political
purposes.

The president made his remarks Thursday afternoon before a small gathering in the East Room of the White
House. He spoke immediately after making a public apology for the reported mistreatment of Iraqi captives by
American soldiers.

President Bush has often proclaimed that the United States is doing God’s work by spreading freedom in
Afghanistan and Iraq. But on Thursday he appeared to adopt a more humble tone.

"God is not on the side of any nation, yet we know he is on the side of justice," Mr. Bush said. "And it is the
deepest strength of America that from the hour of our founding, we have chosen justice as our goal." He
added: "Our greatest failures as a nation have come when we lost sight of that goal: in slavery, in segregation,
and in every wrong that has denied the value and dignity of life. Our finest moments have come when we have
faithfully served the cause of justice for our own citizens, and for the people of other lands."

President Bush made his remarks in the East Room during an event that included the Rev. Barry Black, a
Seventh-day Adventist minister who is chaplain of the Senate; the Rev. Daniel Coughlin, a Catholic priest
who is chaplain of the House; and Rabbi Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, executive director of the Union of Orthodox
Jewish Congregations of America.

President Bush also invited and saluted the leaders of the separate nonprofit evangelical National Prayer
Committee, which organizes the concert broadcast and other events across the country. The president
commended Oliver L. North, the former Iran-contra figure and Fox News newscaster who is honorary
chairman of the evangelical Christian National Day of Prayer task force, as well as Shirley Dobson, its
chairwoman. The president especially thanked Mrs. Dobson for bringing her husband, James C. Dobson, a
conservative Christian psychologist and radio host who is among the most influential evangelical Christian
figures in the country. "We’re also glad you brought Jim with you," Mr. Bush said.

Congress created a National Day of Prayer under President Harry S. Truman in 1952, inviting people of all
faiths to pray for the country. In 1983, President Ronald Reagan affixed it to the first Thursday in May,
inviting Jerry Falwell and other leaders of the conservative Christian political movement to the White House
for the occasion.

The independent National Day of Prayer Task Force was began in 1973 to promote less ecumenical,
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specifically evangelical Protestant spirituality, eventually growing to include events ~round the country and a
three-hour concert broadcast Thursday night along with a replay of the president’s remarks.

On the Web site of the evangelical National Day of Prayer, the group closely echoes President Bush’s
assertions that the United States is doing God’s work in Iraq and Afghanistan, inviting visitors to "adopt our
troops" in prayer. The site, nationaldayofprayer.org, encourages special prayers for certain "centers of power"
in America, including praying that educational institutions to return teaching "Judeo-Christian values,"
warning that kindergarten classes are teaching "homosexual propaganda." The site also suggests special
prayers for Christians in the news media, which it says it often hostile to Christianity.

Cheryl Jacques, president of the Human Rights Campaign, a gay fights group, said the idea that schools were
teaching gay propaganda was false and divisive, calling its inclusion in the context of prayer "a shame."

Trent Duffy, a spokesman for the White House, said those prayers did not reflect the president’s views, and
noting that the audience assembled for the event in the White House included people of many faiths, including
Muslims and Hindus.

Richard Mouw, president of the Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, a major evangelical school, argued
that such prayers "call people together in a position of self-righteousness, to talk about people who they think
are more sinful than they are, and that is a dangerous thing."

Bishop Thomas J. Gumbleton of the Archdiocese of Detroit, said he disputed the whole premise of the
National Day of Prayer, which he said seems to petition God with certain goals in mind. "The whole point of
prayer should be about asking God’s will," Bishop Gumbleton said, and he noted that the Catholic Church
opposed the war in Iraq.

But Jim Weidmann, vice chairman of the evangelical National Day of Prayer organization, said the group was
merely adhering to its reading of the Bible. Mr. Weidmann said the organization had no political goal, "We
pray that God will raise up men and women he can use."

Photo: President Bush bowed his head yesterday as the Rev. Daniel Coughlin, lower right, led the National
Day of Prayer service in the White House. (Photo by Associated Press)
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The National Day of Prayer (NDP)

The relation between the NDP and the NDP Task Force

Sponsored link.

The National Day of Prayer (NDP) was created by Congress so that Americans of all religions who
believe in one or more deities can pray together in fellowship. Most of the events associated with
the NDP are exclusively Evangelical Christian event organized by local Evangelicals and coordinated
by the National Day of Prayer Task Force. There are ~ iod!~on~ that ~ r~yersal ~ ~hi~ ~z~nd
has started, leading to inclusive celebrations at which people of art religious affiliations -- and none -
- wilt be comfortable.

Is the NDP task force in charge of the NDP?
Is the NDP an Evangelical Christian celebration?

The answers to both questions are: no, in theory, and yes in practice.

The NDP is a government-selected day of observance. This is proclaimed annually for the
first Thursday in May by the President of the United States. Most, if not art, state and
territorial governors follow suit. Because of _tbe~nci~te of
the government cannot actually participate directly in the organization of events without
violating the Constitution.

According to The National Day of Prayer Task Force (NDPTF), an Evangelical Christian
group:

’The National Day of Prayer belongs to art Americans. It is a day that
transcends differences, bringing together citizens from all backgrounds."

Presumably "all backgrounds" includes persons of all religions.

In his annual proclamations, President Bush continues the original intent of the NDP by
referring to it as an observance for persons of all religions. In 2005, he wrote:

"Since our Nation’s earliest days, prayer has given strength and comfort to
Americans of all faiths....I ask the citizens of our Nation to give thanks, each
according to his or her own faith, for the liberty and blessings we have
received and for God’s continued guidance and protection." 2

NDP events are organized by non-governmental groups: Actual NDP events are typically run
by faith-based organizations that organize gatherings in a particular municipality, across a
state, or throughout the country. By far the largest of these groups is the National Day of
Prayer Task Force, an Evangelical Christian organization. The NDPTF selects their own annual
honorary chairperson, a theme and sometimes a scriptural verse. All are consistent with their
Evangelical Christian betiefs. However, other organizations are free to select their own
honorary chairperson, theme and verse, following their own belief system.

Over time, the public, media, and government has begun to confuse the NDPTF and the NDP, as if
the federal and state governments have authorized the NDPTF to fully control the NDP. Actually, tF
NDPTF is on[y one many possible expressions of the NDP. Other groups can and do select leaders,
themes, slogans, etc. For example, the Oklahoma Chapter of Americans United,/~
of Oklahoma, and the Interfaith Alliance of Oklahoma, co-sponsored an interfaith NDP event in
Oktahoma City, OK in 2005. Their theme was: "Let Freedom Ring: A Celebration of Freedom of

EXHIBIT
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Conscience." 3

Confusion between the NDP and the National Day o[ Prayer Task Force:

A statement by the National Day of Prayer Task Force [NDPTF] on their web site attempts to
differentiate between the National Day of Prayer [NDP] and themselves. They write:

’The National Day of Prayer was created by an act of Congress and is, therefore,
intended for all peoples of faith to pray to the God of their understanding." 4

That is, a Muslim group similar to the NDPTF could organize a Islamic expression of the NDP in one
city, a state, or a group of states. Interfaith group can and do organize a multi-faith expression of
the NDP.

The NDPTF continues:

"However, our expression of that involvement is specifically limited to the Judea-
Christian heritage and those who share that conviction as expressed in the Lausanne
Convenant [sic]. If peoples of other faiths wish to celebrate in their own tradition, they
are welcome to do so, but we must be true to those who have supported this effort and
volunteered their time to promote it. National Day of Prayer is not a function of the
government and, therefore, a particular expression of it can be defined by those who
choose to organize it. This is not a church/state issue." 4

The President, in proclaiming the NDP does not assign a yearly honorary chairperson or official
theme or official Bible verse. In the same way, there is no chairperson, theme or verse associated
with Thanksgiving or Christmas.

A state of massive confusion sti|l exists between the NDP and the NDPTF:

All or essentially all state and territorial governors issue proc|amations each year for the NDP.
Most of the 2005 proclamations picked up the HDPTFs theme and Bible reference and
integrated them in the proclamation as if they were the only expression of the NDP. For
example, the 2005 NDPTF’s theme is "God Shed His Grace on Thee;" the Bible reference is
Hebrews 4:16. Most of the proclamations issued by state and territorial governors quoted the
Task Force’s theme and biblical reference. In reality, they were simply a theme and Bible
verse selected by one non-governmental non-profit agency.
The press release issued by the NDPTF on 2005-MAY-01 does not clearly differentiate between
the NDP and NDPTF:

Its title is "l~illions to unite in prayer requestin~ ’God to shed his ~race on America." This
is a reference to the NDPTF theme.
The subtitle is "President George W. Bush and all 50 ~overnors w~ll proclaim 65th annual
National Day of Prayer." This is a reference to the government proclamation of the NDP.

~ A casual observer might easily assume that the NDPTF was the official organizer of the
NDP.
The first paragraph talks about the National Day of Prayer, as proclaimed by the federal,
state, and territorial governments.

~ The second paragraph mentions the 2005 theme and Scripture reference as chosen by
the NDPTF.

~ The third paragraph talks again about the National Day of Prayer.
The fourth paragraph refers to the NDPTF choice for its honorary chairperson, and its
choice for a theme book.
The fifth paragraph refers to the history of the NDP. s

The Texas Freedom Network Educational Fund lists some U.S. news sources which confused
the 2005 NDP with the NDPTF -- perhaps because of the ambiguity of the NDPTF press release:

@ The Associated Press named Shirley Dobson as the NDP Chairwoman, not the head of the
NDPTF, which is one of many non-governmental, non-profit agencies which promotes the
NDP.

¯ The New Orleans Times-Picayune named Rev. Max Lucado as honorary chairman of the
NDP, not honorary chairman of the NDPTF. They also listed "God Shed His Grace on Thee"
as the NDP theme instead of the theme selected by the NDPTF.

¯ The Atlanta Journal-Constitution also named Shirley Dobson as Chair of the NDP instead
of the NDPTF.

~ The Tampa Tribune stated incorrectly that the NDP was organized by the NDPTF.
The San Antonio Express-News printed a column by the local NDPTF coordinator. It
named, without any official sanction, the city’s theme as "God Shed His Grace on Thee."

About the National Day o[ Prayer Task Force:

http://www.religioustolerance.org/day_pray8.htm 9/24/2008
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The National Day of Prayer Task Force (NDPTF) was organized in 1988 as a non-profit group "to
encourage and promote events related to the National Day of Prayer." It received startup grants
from Focus on the Family in Colorado Springs, CO, where it still locates its headquarters. Its
chairperson is Shirley Dobson, spouse of James Dobson the founder and head of Focus.

The NDPTF originally directed its activities to the Judea-Christian community. On 2001-JAN, their
web site stated that: "... the efforts of the NDP Task Force are executed specifically in accordance
with its Judea-Christian beliefs." 7 Some of the events in the early years were in Jewish locations or
involved both Jews and Christians. Since then they have modified their target audience in a subtle
way. They now direct their events only to those Judea-Christians who agree with the L,~.u~.o.o.~
Covenant. 8 The Covenant was accepted by Fundamentalist and other EvangeUcal Protestants from
over 150 nations during the International Congress on World Evangelization at Lausanne,
Switzerland in 1974. The Covenant includes such beliefs as the jospir~U~n and i.0~[~o~Y of the
Bible, the Trinity, the imminent Second Coming of Jesus Christ, The Antichrist, the Great
Commission to convert the entire world’s population to Evangelical Christianity, the continuing
"spiritual warfare with the principalities and powers of evil," concern over ~h.[i.~;i~O ~!~:h ~):~U!~
v~ho h~ deyja!:~ fcom...hi.~t~.O~!.~.h.ci~tj~r! ~ea~hiogs-- sometimes catted "~!t~," etc. The Covenant
calls for the ending of oppression based on race, religion, color, culture, class, sex and age. It does
not cart for the banning of discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.

The NDPTFs inclusion of only those of the Judea-Christian heritage who agree with the Lausanne
Covenant may at first seem confusing. The Covenant promotes the ex_c_~_u__~it~y~ of Christianity. It
states that Jesus Christ is: "the only mediator between God and people. There is no other name by(,
which we must be saved." At first glance, it would seem that few if any Orthodox, Conservative or
Reform Jews could accept these beliefs. The Texas Freedom Network Educational Fund goes so far
as to describe this position as "disingenuous." ~ However Jews for Jesus and other Messianic Jewish
groups have combined Jewish traditions with Evangelical Christian theological beUefs. They consider~
themselves to be "completed Jews." But, from a theological point of view, they are Evangelical
Christians and would have no difficulty in accepting every statement in the Lausanne Covenant.
However, the NDPTF requirements would exclude any NDP event run by a traditional Jewish group,
or by any other non-Christian organization, or by an inter-faith group.

Thus, the National Day of Prayer Task Force can now be considered an exclusively EvangeUcat
Christian non-profit recognizing only those NDP events which are organized by EvangeUcal groups.

Sponsored link:

References used:

The following information sources were used to prepare and update the above essay. The hypertinks
are not necessarily stilt active today.

1. "National Day of Prayer: History of the Holiday," National Day of Prayer Task Force, undated,
at:

2. George W. Bush, "National Day of Prayer, 2005: A Proclamation by the President of the United
States of America," 2005-/�~AY-03, at: htt~f.~

3. "Americans United P~ons Oklahoma ~ity Event To ’Let Freedom Ring’ On Nationa~ Day Of Prayer
Wednesday,
Faiths And Philosophica~ Traditions," Americans Unit~, 2~5-~Y-04, at:
htt~//~w.au.or~.

4. "National Day of Prayer: About NDP," National Day of Prayer Task Force, undated, at:
h~.~;.L/~ ~j~ ~ ay~p~y~r,~.rg/

5. NDPTF press release for 2005, National Day of Prayer Task Force, 2005-~R-01, at:
~w. nationatdayofprayer, of~ **

6. "~e National Day of Prayer Task Force: Turning a day of faith into a rally for the Christian
Right," Texas Freedom Network Educationat Fund, 2005, at: .h~.~;../..[.~.,.~.~D.,OFg[ **
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Home From The Chairman What is the NPC?

Home Calendar

Of Special Note...

Prayer Ministries Calendar Donate

[] Contact Us ~ Links

Support the NPC

Search

The First Thursday in May
May 7, 2009

Prayer Ministries
Spotlight

Waymakers (NPC)

Waymakers helps chumhes
prepare the way for renewal and
gospel advance by building local
movements of united prayer,
presenting weekend seminars
and providing materials
de~inn~d tn ~n,in ~,hri,~ti~n~ in

Member Log in

Username

Password

Lost Password?

NPC Meetings

NEW! NPC Project Launched

Textbook Publication Announced
First Friday Prayer Call

Cricital Prayer Concerns for Revival- IFA
It’s now easier than ever to donate

using PayPaL

The National Prayer Committee takes an active role In uniting
Christians for times of focused prayer. Through the course of the
year NPC members and other ministries provide guidance for
prayer events ranging from one day calls to prayer to events that
last well over a month.

Click on a month to view events taking place during that month.

Prayer Events Occuring Each Month

January February March April

May June July August

September October November December

Monthly
First Friday Prayer Focus
www.ifapray.org

A day of fasting and prayer each month for revival and for those in
authority (1 Tim. 2:1). Participants are encouraged to make Friday-
especially the first Fdday of the month-a day of special emphasis on
revival in the church. This emphasis is our modem expression of a
National Prayer Accord.

First Nations Monday
http://www.firstnationsmonday.coml

The purpose of First Nations Monday is to encourage Native American
leaders, prayer coordinators, independent intercessory prayer groups,
organizations and churches to join together in prayer the first Monday of
each month for Native Ministry. "By praying for one another," says Jeny
Covill of First Nations Monday, "there will be an increase of prayer
support for each ministry, as well as an increase in Native Ministry
awareness around the country." If you, your organization or ministry
would like to be included in First Nations Monday, contact Jeny Covill at
jcovill@cyberport.net Intercessors For America will send monthly
updates on First Nations Monday to anyone who subscribes to the
Native Amedcan Prayer Alert.

http://nationalprayer.org/index.php?Itemid=8&id= 14&option=com_content&task--view 8/12/2009
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Seek God For The City
February 25 - April 5. 2009
www.waymakers.org

Pray with others in the power of biblical hope! Seek God For The City
helps everyday believers find their own words to express God’s heart for
the people of their communities, with prayers that are fresh, relevant
and based on biblical promise.

The National Day of Prayer
May 7. 2009
www.nationaldayofprayer.org

Celebrated annually on the 1st Thursday in May the National Day of
Prayer (NDP) was established by an act of Congress which encourages
Americans to pray for our nation, its people and its leaders. The NDP
Task Force concentrates on the need to pray for those in leadership on
all levels of national, church, and educational areas of influence.

Global Day of Prayer
May 31, 2009
http:l/www.gdopusa.com
www.globaldayofprayer.com

A Global Day of Prayer will take place on Pentecost Sunday, May 11,
2008. The plan is to start praying as the sun dses in the East (New
Zealand) in different time zones until the Sun sets in the West (USA).
The planning will involve leaders from all 6 continents and will include
more than 240 countfles around the Globe under the auspices of
International Prayer Council (IPC). In May 2005, over 200 million
believers participated in 156 nations around the world. In May 2007,
204 nations participated around the wodd.

See You At the Pole

September 23, 2009
www.syatp.org

See You at the Pole is a student-led, student-initiated movement of
prayer that revolves around students praying together on the third
Wednesday of September, usually before school and usually at the
school’s flagpole. It involves students in elementary schools,
middle/junior high schools, high schools, and colleges/universities all
over the world, s often pray in support of the students on campus by
gathering nearby, at their places of work or worship, or at city halls.

Day of Prayer for the Peace of Jerusalem
October 4, 2009
www.daytoprey.com

The Day of Prayer for the Peace of Jerusalem is held on the first
Sunday of eve~ October with a call for sustained, fewent, informed and
global intercession for the plans and purposes of GOd for Jerusalem
and all her people. This worldwide gressroots prayer initiative coincides
with the season of Yore Kippur, recognizing the Jewish roots of the
Christian faith. It has been instituted with the endorsement of Christian
leaders of all denominations and differing politics from around the wodd.
These Christian Leaders recognize that Scripture consistently and
repeatedly calls us to pray for the Peace of Jerusalem and the current

http://nationalprayer.org/index.php?itemid=S&id=14&option=com content&task--view 8/12/2009
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tragedy, bloodshed, and loss of life in both sides of this conflict warrant
at least one day of unified intercession from the worldwide Church for
this strategic spiritual location. Over 72 nations participated in
representing tens of millions of Christians in united prayer during its first
international observance, and each year, the number grows.

The International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church
November 9, 2008
www .persecutedchurch .org

The International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church (IDOP) is a
global day of intercession for persecuted Christians worldwide. Its
primary focus is the work of intercessory prayer and citizen action on
behalf of persecuted communities of the Christian faith. We also
encourage prayer for the souls of the oppressors, the nations that
promote persecution, and those who ignore it.
We believe that prayer changes things. Exactly what happens is a
mystery of faith. God invites us to present to Him our requests and to
pray without ceasing. Persecuted Christians olden plead for prayer to
help them endure. The most we can do is the least we can do: pray.

Worldwide Day of Extraordina~y Prayer for Children and Schools
November 14, 2009
www.momsintouch.org

9a.m- 1 p.m.
Worldwide Host Site Locations
A four-hour event using a DVD format

Don’t miss this unprecedented prayer event! Join Morns In Touch Intemational
as we stand shoulder to should ,er, exalting and glorifying God, singing songs of
praise and uniting as one voice, with one heart, and in one Spirit.

Arise! Cry Out! to God with us for the spiritual transformation, the healing, the
revival we know can come from Him alone. We anticipate God’s powerful, life-
changing presence. He promises, "For where two or three come together in my
name, there am I with them."

Designerl and Powered by Christian Technology Solutions

http://nationalprayer.org/index.php?Itemid=8&id= 14&option=com_content&task--view 8/12/2009
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}~D Co.oar.s
Cahr..dar No. 1324

SENATE
t No. 1389

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

Aea~L 2, IO52.--Ordered to be printed

~lr. ~f¢OARnAN, from the Commitlee on ~he Judiciary, submitted
the follov,’ing

RE.PORT

ITo accompany H. J. ~c.~. 3821

The Committee on ~he Judiciary, to which was referred the resolu-
tion (H. J. Rcs. 382) directing the President to proclaim a suitable
~lay each year, other than a Sunday, ~s a,National Day of Prayer,
~mving considered the same, reports faxorabl~ thereon, .without
~mcndment, and recommends that the resolution’do pass.

PUBPOSE

The purpose of the proposed legislation ~s to direc~ the President
proc]akn a National Day of P~ayer each year.

STA?E~EN’r

y., .g ’,ant of the value and power of prayer. In the early days
~.f.colomzat.ion~ t~e Pilgrims frequently engaged in prayer. When the
gelegates to the Constitutional Convention encountered difficulties in
the writing and formation of a Constitution for this Nation, prayer
was suggested and became an established practice at succeeding ses-
sions. Today, both Houses ot the Congress are opened daily with
prayer.

rayer has indeed been a v~tai force in the growth and develop.
racnt of this Nation. It would certainly be appropriate if, pursuant ~/
to this resolution and the proclamation it urges, the people of this k
eouatr’r" were to unite in.a day o! prayer each )’ear, each in accordance C
with h~s own religious faith, thus rea~rming in a dramatic manner the ~deep religious conviction which has prevailed thin. hour the histo
of the United States.                  ¯        g            ry
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Truman Signs Prayer Day Bill
New York Times (1857-Currentfile); Apt 18, 1952; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The New York Times (1851 - 2005
pg. 11

T~uman Signs Praye~ Day l~iil

.WASHINGTON, April 17 ~P~ --

~re~s, ident. Truman today signed aongresmonal resolution calling for
an annual day of prayer. The day
to be designated by the President
x~qll be other than a Sun,lay. The
purpose of the resolution is to have
,the public assemble in churches,
synagogues and other l~!.ace~ of
worship to offer l~rayer~ for world
peace.

duced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Freedom From Religion Foimdation

News Release

Downward, Christian Soldiers: Oodless Americans Become an American Force

ONE OUT OF 5 AMERICANS NONRELIGIOUS! A GRADUAL AWAKENING?

Statement by Annie Laurie Gaylor & Dan Barker
Co-Presidents, Freedom From Religion Foundation

Maybe the United States’ new motto should be "In God We Distrust," if we go by the latest findings of the definitive American
Religious Identification Survey: 15%, or 34 million adult Americans--that’s one in five of us*--are now nonreligious. The "Nones," as
researchers are calling nonreligious Americans, have more than doubled our numbers since the 1990s.

In this bicentennial year of Darwin’s birth, it is welcome news to see that "none of the above" is a natural selection. It may not rival
the "Great Awakening," but the United States is clearly in the midst of a "Gradual Awakening," and catching up with Europe’s

embrace of secularism¯

"The challenge to Christianity in the U.S. does not come from other religions but rather from a rejection of all forms of organized
religion," said ARIS principal investigators Barry Kosmin and Ariela Keysar, working through Trinity College.

We may be seeing the first secular generation, according to these heartening findings. Some 29% of Nones are ages 18-29, and

41% are 30-49.

The ARIS’ third survey, updating major academic surveys released in 1990 and 2001, was released yesterday, on the same date
that Pres. Obama lifted the embargo on embryonic stem cell lines, making it a very good week for reason!

The "largest net increase" since the first ARIS survey in 1990 goes to the Nones. Also good news for freethought was this ARIS
finding: "Less than 70% of Americans now believe in the traditional theological concept of a personal God."

The nonreligious were the fastest-growing segment of the U.S. population, according to the 2001 ARIS results, which showed the
nonreligious climbing from 8.2% in 1990 to 14.1%. We are holding our own at 15% in 2008, since the Nones is the only group which
did not show a decline since the last survey. The religiously-affiliated have declined overall, but since 2001, more than 4.7 million
Americans have joined the ranks of the Nones.

"The most significant influence on American religious geography over time has been the increase in the Nones, or No Religion bloc.
¯. Moreover, the Nones increased in numbers and proportion in every state, Census Division and Region of the country from 1990 to

2008. No other religious bloc has kept such a pace in every state," write the researchers.

The United States of America started as a proudly rebellious nation. We are now turning our prized disrespect for authority to

religion. It’s "Downward, Christian Soldiers" and "Forward, Godless America!"

Recap of survey results

Read the report; check out your state’s religious identification

* The authors qfthe studfl added the "don’t knou< (o.9 percent) and "r@~se to ansu.,er" (.4.~ percent)-.-u~hich
"tend to resemble ~mes ’ in their social profile and beli~fls"--to the ’~Nrones’’ (LS.o perce~t), coming up tuith
2o percent, concluding "one in five adults does not iden~fij with a religion of anti kind compared ~ith one b~
ten in ~99o,"

http://www.ffrf.org/news/releases/aris/
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The Freedom From Religion Foundation, based in Madisorl, V’,.r~s., is a national association of freethirlkers (atheists, agnostics) that has beel] workir~g since 1978 to keep church
and state separate,

© Freedom From Religion Foundation

PO Bo× 750 ¯ Madison, WI 53701 ¯ (608) 256-8900.

http ://www.ffr£ org/news/releases/aris/ 6/3/2010
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In 1951, Bill and Vonette Bright pursued their passion for minisW/by starting Campus Crusade for Christ at the
University of California at Los Angeles.

What began with college students has since grown into one of the largest international Christian ministries in the world,
reaching beyond students to serve inner cities, the milit~_, agl[g_tg~ pgJJtig~ and business leaders, the entertainment
industry, and _f~

The Brights spent more than half a century building and leading Campus Crusade for Christ to its current size of more
than 27,000 staff members and 225,000 volunteers working in 190 countries.

However, their influence has reached far beyond the ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ.

Bill Bright

Bill’s unique blend of Christian commitment and communications insight was at the heart of his success.

His F_our ,~L__a~s booklet. - a 4-point outline written by Bill in 1956 on how to establish a personal relationship
with Jesus - has been printed in some 200 languages.

Although r~ligious tracts have been published for centuries, Bill’s booklet has become what is considered to be the most
widely-disseminated religious booklet in history, with more than 2.5 billion booklets distributed to date.

Bill effectively employed other communications vehicles over the years as well, including books (he authored more than
100 books and booklets), television and radio, the lnternet, billboards, phone banks, movies, videos, and international

training conferences reaching hundreds of millions.

Bill was considered a major catalyst for the modem-day resurgence of the disciplines of fasting and prayer in the
Christian church.

In 1996, Bill was presented with the prestigious Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion, for his work with .fasting and.
p~y._e_r. Worth more than $1 million, the Templeton Prize is the world’s largest financial annual award. Bill donated all of
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his prize money to causes promoting the spiritual benefits of fasting and prayer.

Bill also co-founded, with Dr. James Davis, the Global Pastors Network, an lnternet-based training center at
www.globalp~torsnetwork.or_a, designed to equip pastors and ministers worldwide with interactive resources, events,
and networking opportunities.

Bill Bright died in 2003, from complications related to pulmonar~ fibrosis, at the age of Si.

~Vonette Bright

Vonctte’s commitment to prayer led to the founding of the National Prayer Committee, a Stoup of prayer leaders who
seek to motivate other Christians to unite in prayer for spiritual awakening.

She served for 9 years as chairwoman of the National Day of Prayer Task Force, which encourages citizens to pray for
our nation and its leaders on the National Day of Prayer.

f in 1988, as chair, she was successful in introducing legislation unanimously approved by both houses of Congress to
make the first Thursday of crew May the permanent date for the National Day of Prayer.

Vonette currently serves as Chairman Emeritus of the National Prayer Committee.

Among her other work, Vonett¢ has authored more than a dozen books, and in 1993, she launched Women Today
International, a minist~ to and for women.

Under her leadership, Women Today is responding to the needs of women to grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ.

Currently she can be heard on Christian radio stations throughout the country as she shares her heart and challenges
women to take their next step of faith.

Read Vonette’s complete profile.

Bill and Vonette - Honored for Tbeir AcbJevements

¯ Over the past 3 decades, Bill and Vonette Bright received numerous honors for their dedication and commitment to
Christian ministry,

¯ In 1988, the Brights were inducted into the Raligion in Media International Communication Galaxy of Fame at the
International Angel Awards.

¯ Bill received the Lifetime Achievement Award from both the National Association of Evangelicals and the
Evangelical Christian Publishers Association

¯ In 1992, Bill was inducted into the National Religious Broadcasters Hall of Fame.
¯ In 2000, Bill and Vonette were given the Lifetime Inspiration Award fi’om Religious Heritage of America

Foundation.
¯ After Bill died on July 19, 2003 in Orlando, Vonette was given the Robcrtson McQuilkin Award (presented by

FamilyLife), an award which honors couples who exempli~ their commitment to a covenant marriage in an age of
divorce.
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%_Vould You I-ik~ to Know God Personully~

You can begin a relationship with God right now through Jesus Christ



Case: 3:08-cv-00588-bbc Document #: 95-3 Filed: 11/20/2009
Bill and Vonett¢ Bright :: Campus Crusade for Christ International Page .5 of 6

Page 5 of 6

Truck Drivers |g Mozambiaue M~t JESUS

Film showing in isolated African village connects many to the gospel

Cambodian Farmer Takes Meesase of’JESUS to Ville[e

Hopefi~i for his neighbors, Abraham puts his faith into action
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West[aw
134 Cong.Rec. H2761-02

134 Cong. Rec. H2761-02, 1988 WL 1089378 (Cong.Rec.)
(Publication page references are not available for this document.)

Congressional Record House of Representatives

Proceedings and Debates of the 100th Congress, Second Session

Monday, May 2, 1988

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

Mr. DYMALLY.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that the Committee on Post Office and Civil

Service be discharged from further consideration of the Senate bill (S. 1378) to provide

for setting aside the first Thursday in May as the date on which the National Day of

Prayer is celebrated.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate bill.

The SPEAKER.

Is there objection to the request of the gentleman from California?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the Senate bill as follows:
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S. 1378

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of

America in Congress assembled, That the joint resolution entitled " Joint Resolution to

provide for setting aside an appropriate day as a National Day of Prayer", approved April

17, 1952 (Public Law 82-324; 66 Stat. 64), is amended by striking "a suitable day each

year, other than a Sunday," and inserting in lieu thereof "the first Thursday in May in

each year".

The SPEAKER.

The gentleman from California <Mr. DYMALLY> is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. DYMALLY.

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, for the benefit of my colleagues, I would like to briefly explain the

purpose of S. 1378.

Unlike the commemorative resolutions we usually bring to the floor under unanimous

consent, this bill does not designate a new public observance.

In 1952, Congress enacted a law calling for the observance of a National Day of Prayer

each year. That law, however, did not designate a specific day. Instead, it required the

President to set aside a "suitable day" each year for the observance.

S. 1378, sponsored in the House by Congressman TONY HALL of Ohio and cosponsored by

the ranking majority member on our Census Subcommittee, Congressman GARCIA, simply amends
the 1952 law to require that the National Day of Prayer be observed on the first Thursday

of May each year.

Having a specific date in the law will allow those individuals who wish to participate
in this long-standing public observance to plan accordingly, instead of having to wait

for a suitable day to be chosen each year.

Mr. Speaker, since the first Thursday in May occurs this week, I urge timely passage

of this bill today.

Mr. HALL of Ohio.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 1378, the bill to designate the first Thursday in
May as the annual date on which the National Day of Prayer is observed. As the sponsor of

the House version of this legislation, H.R. 4170, I wish to commend the gentleman from

California <Mr. DYMALLY> for his help in expediting this measure. I also wish to thank

the other original sponsors, the gentleman from New York <Mr. GARCIA>, the gentleman from

California <Mr. MOORHEAD>, and the gentleman from Virginia <Mr. WOLF> for their active

work in behalf of this legislation. In particular, I wish to note the special assistance

of the gentleman from New York <Mr. GARCIA> in bringing this bill to the attention of his

colleagues on the Subcommittee on Census and Population.

Since 1952, by act of Congress (Public Law 82-324), the President has declared "a

suitable day each year, other than a Sunday" as the National Day of Prayer. This year,

the President has proclaimed May 5, 1988, as a National Day of Prayer. This will be the

seventh straight year in which the event has been celebrated in May.

Our bill would amend the current law to set a definite date each year for the

celebration of the National Day of Prayer: the first Thursday in May. This will help to

bring more certainty to the scheduling of events related to the National Day of Prayer,

and permit more effective long-range planning. Here are some sample comments we have

received in support of this legislation:                                                           ~

I support this bill because it will support inter-religious cooperation without

violating the traditional line between church and state.-Rabbi Joshua Haberman of the

Washington Hebrew Congregation.

The annual observance would be so much easier to celebrate if its occurrence was not
subject to the issuance of an annual proclamation. The event has a tradition of some     ~

consequence for increasing our nation’s awareness of the need for divine assistance. I

look forward to the day when this bill will be passed.-Rev. Msgr. Joseph F. Rebman,

Chancellor, Diocese of Wilmington, Delaware.

Since 1952, we have had consecutive observances with a different day being proclaimed

each year. This had offered little advance notice to adequately inform the grass roots

constituencies. I believe a definite date will allow millions of citizens within our

nation who have explicit faith in a Prayer-hearing God to be informed about this

significant day in our country.-Pat Boone, Co-chairman, National Prayer Committee.

It should be emphasized that this legislation does not create a new commemorative
event; rather, we are proposing a technical correction to the current law to ensure

consistent and dependable observance of the already-existing National Day of Prayer.
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Although the statute which directs the President to proclaim a National Day of Prayer

has been on the books since 1952, the tradition of a national day of prayer observance

really dates from the founding of our Nation. In fact, the first official proclamation of

a National Day of Prayer issued from the Continental Congress on July 12, 1775. ~s the

National Prayer Committee has written, "Through the influence of General George

Washington, many of our Founding Fathers and succeeding Presidents, prayer became an

essential foundation stone in the establishment and growth of our United States of

America."

The first amendment to the Constitution states: "Congress shall make no law respecting

an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. * * *" The

National Day of Prayer is 9ery much in keeping with the pluralistic spirit of the
"establishment" clause of the first amendment. No single religious group can claim

ownership or control of the National Day of Prayer; rather, it truly belongs to all

Americans who seek divine guidance for themselves and for the country.

The Founding Fathers of our Nation, although of different faiths, shared a deep and

firm belief in God. They recognized the value and power of prayer, and they saw the

intervention of Divine Providence in their lives as they went about the task of creating

a new nation.

The National Day of Prayer is a celebration of the "free exercise" clause of the first

amendment. Let us join in spirit with the Founding Fathers to acknowledge God’s role in

our lives and to turn to Him for personal and national guidance.

The passage of this bill today will help to ensure well-planned observance of the

National Day of Prayer. With consistent observance over the years, the National Day of

Prayer can become an even more meaningful occasion for our country. I urge my colleagues

to vote in favor of this legislation.

The Senate bill was ordered to be read a third time, was read the third time, and
passed, and motion to reconsider was laid on the table.

134 Cong. Rec. H2761-02, 1988 WL 1089378 (Cong. Rec.)
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* 1 Congressional Record- House of Representatives
Proceedings and Debates of the 100th Congress, Second Session

Monday, May 2, 1988

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

Mr. DYMALLY.
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that the Committee on Post Office and Civil Service be discharged from

further consideration of the Senate bill (S. 1378) to provide for setting aside the first Thursday in May as the date on
which the National Day of Prayer is celebrated.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate bill.
The SPEAKER.
Is there objection to the request of the gentleman from California?
There was no objection.
The Clerk read the Senate bill as follows:

S. 1378

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That the joint resolution entitled "Joint Resolution to provide for setting aside an appropriate day as a National Day
of Prayer", approved April 17, 1952 (Public Law 82-324; 66 Stat. 64), is amended by striking "a suitable day each
year, other than a Sunday," and inserting in lieu thereof"the first Thursday in May in each year".

The SPEAKER.
The gentleman from California <Mr. DYMALLY> is recognized for 1 hour.
Mr. DYMALL¥.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, for the benefit of my colleagues, I would like to briefly explain the purpose of S. 1378.
Unlike the commemorative resolutions we usually bring to the floor under unanimous consent, this bill does not

designate a new public observance.
In 1952, Congress enacted a law calling for the observance of a National Day of Prayer each year. That law,

however, did not designate a specific day. Instead, it required the President to set aside a "suitable day" each year for
the observance.

S. 1378, sponsored in the House by Congressman TONY HALL of Ohio and cosponsored by the ranking majority
member on our Census Subcommittee, Congressman GARCIA, simply amends the 1952 law to require that the
National Day of Prayer be observed on the first Thursday of May each year.

Having a specific date in the law will allow those individuals who wish to participate in this long-standing public
observance to plan accordingly, instead of having to wait for a suitable day to be chosen each year.

Mr. Speaker, since the first Thursday in May occurs this week, I urge timely passage of this bill today.
Mr. HALL of Ohio.
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 1378, the bill to designate the first Thursday in May as the annual date on

which the National Day of Prayer is observed. As the sponsor of the House version of this legislation, H.R. 4170, I
wish to commend the gentleman from California <Mr. DYMALL¥> for his help in expediting this measure. I also
wish to thank the other original sponsors, the gentleman from New York <Mr. GARCIA>, the gentleman from
California <Mr. MOORHEAD>, and the gentleman from Virginia <Mr. WOLF> for their active work in behalf of

EXHIBIT
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this legislation. In particular, I wish to note the special assistance of the gentleman from New York <Mr. GARCIA>
in bringing this bill to the attention of his colleagues on the Subcommittee on Census and Population.

*2 Since 1952, by act of Congress (Public Law 82-324), the President has declared "a suitable day each year,
other than a Sunday" as the National Day of Prayer. This year, the President has proclaimed May 5, 1988, as a
National Day of Prayer. This will be the seventh straight year in which the event has been celebrated in May.

Our bill would amend the current law to set a definite date each year for the celebration of the National Day of
Prayer: the first Thursday in May. This will help to bring more certainty to the scheduling of events related to the
National Day of Prayer, and permit more effective long-range planning. Here are some sample comments we have
received in support of this legislation:

I support this bill because it will support inter-religious cooperation without violating the traditional line between
church and state.-Rabbi Joshua Haberman of the Washington Hebrew Congregation.

The annual observance would be so much easier to celebrate if its occurrence was not subject to the issuance of an
annual proclamation. The event has a tradition of some consequence for increasing our nation’s awareness of the
need for divine assistance. I look forward to the day when this bill will be passed.-Rev. Msgr. Joseph F. Rebman,
Chancellor, Diocese of Wilmington, Delaware.

Since 1952, we have had consecutive observances with a different day being proclaimed each year. This had
offered little advance notice to adequately inform the grass roots constituencies. I believe a definite date will allow
millions of citizens within o~g, nation who have explicit faith in a Prayer-hearing God to be informed about this
significant day in our countryi-Pat B,.~ Co-chairman, National Prayer Committee.

It should be emphasized that this legislation does not create a new commemorative event; rather, we are proposing
a technical correction to the current law to ensure consistent and dependable observance of the already-existing
National Day of Prayer.

Although the statute which directs the President to proclaim a National Day of Prayer has been on the books since
1952, the tradition of a national day of prayer observance really dates from the founding of our Nation. In fact, the
first official proclamation of a National Day of Prayer issued from the Continental Congress on July 12, 1775. As
the National Prayer Committee has written, "Through the influence of General George Washington, many of our
Founding Fathers and succeeding Presidents, prayer became an essential foundation stone in the establishment and
growth of our United States of America."

The first amendment to the Constitution states: "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. * * *" The National Day of Prayer is very much in keeping with the
pluralistic spirit of the "establishment" clause of the first amendment. No single religious group can claim ownership
or control of the National Day of Prayer; rather, it truly belongs to all Americans who seek divine guidance for
themselves and for the country.

*3 The Founding Fathers of our Nation, although of different faiths, shared a deep and firm belief in God. They
recognized the value and power of prayer, and they saw the intervention of Divine Providence in their lives as they
went about the task of creating a new nation.

The National Day of Prayer is a celebration of the "free exercise" clause of the first amendment. Let us join in
spirit with the Founding Fathers to acknowledge God’s role in our lives and to turn to Him for personal and national
guidance.

The passage of this bill today will help to ensure well-planned observance of the National Day of Prayer. With
consistent observance over the years, the National Day of Prayer can become an even more meaningful occasion for
our country. I urge my colleagues to vote in favor of this legislation.

The Senate bill was ordered to be read a third time, was read the third time, and passed, and motion to reconsider
was laid on the table.

134 Cong. Rec. H2761-02, 1988 WL 1089378 (Cong.Rec.)
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102 STAT. 456 PUBLIC LAW 100-307--MAY 5, 1988

Public Law 100-307
100th Congress

An Act

’re ~ f~" ~ttn8 ~ th~ first ’rhur~lay in May ~ the date en which the
National Day of Prayer b celebrated.

Be it enacted by th¢ ~nat¢ and House of P~pr~nb~tiv~ of. t.h~
United Stat~ of Ameri~ in Con~,t~s ass~.m, bL-,d, .T~..t the.~omt
resolution entitled "Joint Resolution to prowde for setting amae an
appropriate day as a National Day of Prayer", approved April 17,
1952 (Public Law 82-324; 66 Star. 64), is amended by striking "a
suitable day each year, other than a Sunday," and inserting in lieu
thereof "the first Thursday in May in each year".

Approved May 5, 1988.

CONGRESSIONAL RECOKD, Vol. 134 (1988):
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Case: 3:08-cv-00588-bbc Document #: 102-2 Filed: 12/10/2009 Page 1 of 46

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

WESTERNDISTRICT OF WISCONSIN

FREEDOM FROM RELIGION
FOUNDATION, INC.; ANNIE I
NICOL GAYLOR; ANNIE LAURIE
GAYLOR; PAUL GAYLOR; DAN ~
BARKER; PHYLLIS ROSE, and
JILL DEAN,

Plaintiffs,

VS.

PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA; I
WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY
ROBERT GIBBS; WISCONSIN I
GOVERNOR JIM DOYLE, and I
SHIRLEY DOBSON, CHAIRMAN OF
THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
TASK FORCE,

Defendants.

I

CASE NO.: 08-CV-588

DEPOSITION OF SHIRLEY DOBSON

November i0, 2009

PURSUANT TO NOTICE, the deposition of SHIRLEY

DOBSON was taken on behalf of the Plaintiffs, pursuant

to Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, at 8605 Explorer

Drive, Colorado Springs, Colorado, this date at

8:36 aom., before Connie S. Dyke, RPR, CRR, and Notary

Public.

RESLING REPORTING SERVICES
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1 SHIRLEY DOBSON,
2 called as a witness, having been first duly sworn,
3 testified as follows:
4 EXAMINATION
5 BY MR. BOLTON:
6 Q. Mrs. Dobson, you’re currently the chairman or
7 cochairman of the National Day of Prayer Task Force;
8 that correct?
9 A. Chairman.

10 Q. Andyou’ve held th~t position since 1991?
11 A. Correct.
12 Q. For convenience, when I refer to the "National
1. 3 Day of Prayer Task Force" throughout the deposition, I
i 4 think I’m probably going to just try to refer to it as
1. 5 the task force for shorthand. Is that okay.’?
16 A. (Witness indicating in the aff’mative.)
17 Q. Would it be fair to des¢ribe one of the goals
1. 8 of the task force is to encourage prayer7
I 9 A. Yes.
20 MR. THERIOT: Shirley, I should interject
2 ]. here. We didn’t talk about this, but nodding your head
22 doesn’t work because she can’t - she does actually
23 take that down, but it’s better if you give a verbal
2 4 answer.
25 THE WITNESS: Okay.

Page 5

Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Has that always been one o(
the goals of the task force?

A. Yes.
Q. Were you involved in the establishment or the

setting up of the task force?
A. No.
Q. Who was involved in the original formation of

the task force?
A. It would be the National Prayer Committee with

my approval.
Q. Say the name again.
A. The National Prayer Committee with my

approval.
Q. With your approval, okay. And the task force

was set up in 1988; is that correct?
A. That’s correct.
Q. And when you say that it was set up by "the

National Prayer Committee with your approval," what dc
you mean, first of all, by the description "with your
approval"? What was your role in having approval?

A. Well, I would interview the candidates for the
task force and approve them.

Q. Had the task force been created as an entity
of that name at the time that you gave this approval to
the people that you interviewed?

2 (Pages 2 to 5)
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! A. I took over in 199 !, and there was a task
2 force then, and it has grown under my leadership.
3 Q. Did you have any role in the task force prior
4 to 19917
5 A. No.
6 Q. Did Mr. Dobson have any role in the task force
7 prior toi9917
8 A. Not at all.
9 Q. Did Mr. Dobson have any role with the Natiom
10 Prayer Committee?
ii A. No.
12 Q. Do you know how it came about that the prayel
13 committee undertook to set up the task force?
14 A. No, I don’t know.
15 Q. Do you know anything about the history of the
16 task force prior to you becoming the chairman in
17 19917
18 A. Not really.
19 Q. When the task force was originally
20 established, do you know where it was located?
21 A. Yes.
22 Q. Where was that?
2 3 A. In San Bernardino, California, under the
24 direction of Mrs. Vonette Bright.
2 5 Q. And when did it move to Colorado Springs?

Page 7

1 A. When I accepted the chairmanship.
2 Q. And it has been here ever since; is that
3 correct?
4 A. Correct.
5 Q. And it’s located on the campus of Focus on the
6 Family; is that correct?
7 A. That’s correct.
8 Q. When the task force was originally
9 established, did Focus on the Family provide any of the i

10 start-up money for the task force7
11 A. The board did.
12 Q. Pardon me7
13 A. The Focus on the Family board did.
14 Q. You said the Focus on the Family board?
15 A. Yes.
16 Q. Meaning individual members of the Focus on th~
17 Family board7
18 A. No. The whole board voted that when l took
19 over the chairmanship, that they would give me seed
20 money to get me started, which is not unusual. They
21 give seed money to several ministries to get them off
22 the ground.
23 Q. And do you know how much seed money was
24 given?
25 A. Yes.

Page 8

1 Q. How much7
2 A. First year, $100,000; second year, $50,000;
3 third year, $25,000, and then I was on the -- the task
4 force was on their own.
5 Q. Has Focus on the Family continued since then
6 to make a decision to provide funding -
7 A. No.
8 Q. -- to the task force?

[ 9 A. We’re totally on our own.
10 MR. THERIOT: One more thing. We didn’t talk
11 about this either, but you should wait until he
12 f’mishes asking his question so you know exactly what
13 he’s asking before you answer.
14 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) When you took over as chairmm
15 of the task force in 1991, I assume that you were
! 6 previously familiar with the task force; is that
17 correct?
18 Yes.
19 And when did you become aware of the task
20
21
22
23
24
25

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8
9

I0
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

21
22
23

25

force?
A. ! would say 1988.
Q. And how did you become aware?
A. Mrs. Bright asked me ifl would be her

cochairman.
Q. And what did you say?

Page 9

A. I said I would pray about it and talk to my
husband and get back to her.

Q. And did you?
A. Yes.
Q. And what was your response?
A. I accepted it.
Q. Okay. And that was in 19917
A. No. When I became her cochairman was in

1989.
Q. I’m sorry. So you became the chairman in

1991, but you were a cochair beginning in 19897
A. That’s correct.
Q. And at that point, the task force had already

been established as an entity; is that correct7
A. Small task force.
Q. And prior to becoming the cochair in 1989,

what did you learn about the origin and purposes for
the task force?

MR. ROSENBERG: Object as to form.
Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Let me rephrase the questior

Had you [earned anything about the history of the task
force and how it came about prior to becoming the
cochair in 19897

A. No.
Q. You knew nothing about it?

3 (Pages 6 to 9)
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1 A. Not before I became cochair.
2 Q. When Mrs. Bright asked you in 1988 if you
3 would be a cochair, did she tell you anything about
4 task force?
5 A. Not really about the task force. We talked
6 about the need for prayer in our country.
7 Q. And did you have any understanding that the
8 task force was to play a role in encouraging prayer in
9 our nation?

i0 A. Yes.
11 Q. And what did you understand at least the
12 original intended role was?
13 A. To help promote and publicize prayer in our
14 nation on the National Day of Prayer.
15 Q. Now, obviously you consider prayer to be
16 important not just on the National Day of Prayer,
17 correct?
18 A. Correct.
19 Q. The task force, as you understood it, was to
2 0 promote and encourage the role of prayer mobilizing
21 around the National Day of Prayer7
2 2 A. Correct.
2 3 Q. What is your understanding as to why prayer
2 4 important?
2 5 A. Well, we base it on the scripture which says

Page 11

I that, "Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord,"
2 and prayer is powerful. It moves the heart and the
3 hand of God. It brings blessing and protection on the
4 nation.
5 Q. Do you understand the United States to be a
6 Christian nation?
7 A. It was founded on the Judeo-Christian system
8 of values.
9 Q. And are those values incorporated into our

t 0 government then?
11 A. I don’t know.
12 Q. Do you believe that there is a role for our
13 public officials to promote and encourage prayer?
14 A. I have no idea how they feel about it.
15 Q. Do you believe that that is an appropriate
16 role for public officials?
17 A. No, I think it’s optional. It’s up to them.
18 Q. When you talk about the role of prayer in our
19 nation, is it a particular type of prayer that you
20 believe is important?
21 A. This country was founded -- it was birthed in
22 prayer and founded on the God of the Bible, on His
2 3 biblical principles and His moral values and the
24 Judeo-Christian system of values. So our particular
2 5 task force is the expression -- the Judeo-Christian

Page 12

1 expression of the National Day of Prayer. Other faiths
2 may have their own expression. This is how we
3 celebrate the National Day of Prayer.
4 Q. And that would be the position of the task
5 force, not just your personal position, correct?
6 A. That’s right.
7 Q. And when you say "birthed in prayer" in regard
8 to the origin of our nation, what do you mean by
9 that?

10 A. Well, our founding fathers that came over here
11 and the people that came over here from England, if yot
12 look in the history, there was much prayer before they
13 came. And when they came and landed safely, the first
14 thing they did was pray.
15 Q. And it was Christian prayer?
1 6 A. I don’t know what kind of prayer it was.
17 Q. When you say that the role of prayer in our
18 country needs to be -- and I’ll talk about back in the
19 formative years of 1989 for the task force -- that the
20 role of prayer in our nation needed to be promoted and
21 encouraged; is that fair?
22 A. In 1952, under President Truman, he signed a
23 resolution with both houses of Congress, signed imo
24 law, that we would have a National Day of Prayer. Am
25 then in 1988, under President Ronald Reagan, he signe(

Page 13

1 into law that the first Thursday would be our National
2 Day of Prayer. So we are celebrating the National Da,
3 of Prayer, that’s what our event is on that day, and
4 then we encourage prayer throughout the year.
5 Q. And what do you understand is the value of
6 prayer in terms of our nation?
7 A. Prayer, I believe, is putting a protective
8 covering over our nation.
9 Q. A protective what?

! 0 A. Covering over our nation. In Psalms, it says,
11 "The shields of the earth belong to the Lord." So it
12 is God that protects us and blesses us, and we believe
13 that prayer plays a large part in that.
14 Q. Now, in regard to the National Day of Prayer
i 5 itself, do you have any understanding that it is
16 intended to promote any particular viewpoint or type c
17 prayer?
18 MR. THERIOT: Objection, calls for
19 speculation. You may answer.
20 MR. ROSENBERG: Objection as to form.
21 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) You can answer that.
22 A. Can you restate it?
23 Q. The National Day of Prayer itself, not the
24 task force, do you have any understanding that the
25 designated day is intended to promote any particular

4 (Pages I0 to 13)
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form of prayer?
A. No. Con~’ess set aside ~his day for the

American people of all faiths, and all faiths are
encouraged to pray in their own tradition.

Q. Your particular organization, the task force,
though, is ~ncouraging prayer based on the
Christian-Judeo precepts; is that correct?

A. Weare the expression of the
Judeo-Christian - 1 mean, we are the Judeo-Christian
expression of the National Day of Prayer.

Q. Is it fair to say that the task force’s
position is that not all prayer, from the perspective
of the task force, is fungible or interchangeable? The
prayer that you’re promoting, you’re promoting as an
alternative or in preference to other types of prayer
for other religions; is that correct?

MR. THERIOT: Objection as to form, vague.
MR. ROSENBERG: Objection.

Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Do you consider prayer to be
fungible? Do you understand what I mean by that?

A. No.
Q. Is all prayer the same?
A. God has to be the judge of that.
Q. Do you believe that all prayer is the same?
A. Well, as I said, our expression is the

Q. Just the title itself, though, ifl don;t go
to your Website ~nd just hear National Day of Prayer
Task Force, there’s nothing that would alert mete the
Christian-Judeo orientation of the organization,
correct?.

A. I don’t know how a person would see that.
Q. With regard to the phrase "task force," do you

have any understanding of how that - well, let me ask
more broadly. Do you know how the naming of the
organization, National Day of Prayer Task Force, came
about7

MR. THERIOT: Objection, asked and answered.
You can answer.

A. Probably through the National Prayer
15 Committee.
16    Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) More specifically, though, d
17 you know how the particular words to name the entity
18 were selected?
19 A. Well, the employees that worked for National
20 Day of Prayer, you wouldn’t call it National Day of
21 Prayer employees, so you call it a task force.
22 Q. And what is your understanding of what a task
23 force is?
2 4 A. We promote and publicize and provide resources
2 5 to constituents to help them celebrate the National Day

Page 15

Judeo-Christian, so we pray to the God of the Bible.
Q. And based on your beliefs, that is the correct

God that you believe in and the God that should be
prayed to; is that correct?

A. That’s my belief.
Q. With regard to the National Day of Prayer Tas]

Force, were you at all involved in the naming oft.he
organization?

A. No.
Q. Certainly there’s nothing in the name of the

entity itself, National Day of Prayer Task Force, that
would indicate the organization’s expression of the
Christian-Judeo point of view; is that correct?

MR. THERIOT: Objection, calls for
speculation. You may answer.

A. Can you restate the question?
Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) ls there anything in the

National Day of Prayer Task Force, in the name of the
entity, that would indicate the Christian-Judeo
perspective that the task force holds?

A. On our Website.
Q. Pardon me?
A. I think it does on our Website, that we are

the Judeo-Christiun expression of the National Day of
2 5 Prayer.

Page 17

of Prayer if they ask for it, if they call and ask for
resources.

Q. Is that how you would describe then the task
that is being described in the title?

A. Well, the task force has many tasks. That is
just a few of them.

Q. What are the other tasks of the task force?
A. We have state coordinators and regional

coordinators, and they help them set up their events,
if they need help, if they need promotional
materials.

Q. Now, obviously, the promotion, encouragemen
of prayer, could be done year-round, correct?

A. Correct.
Q. And it can be done without reference to a

particular day designated by the President; is that
correct?

A. That’s correct.
Q. Is it advantageous to the task force to have

the connection to the designated day of prayer in term2
of promoting and encouraging prayer?

MR. THERIOT: Objection, vague. You may
answer, if you can.

A. Can you restate the question7
2 5    Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Does the connection to th

5 (Pages 14 to 17)
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National Day of Prayer provide any benefits to the tas
force in promoting and encouraging prayer?

A. We believe that prayer should be 365 days a
year, but the National Day of Prayer has been set asid~
by Congress, and we believe that on this day we shoul
gather as to however anybody wants to gather, and thz
we should celebrate the National Day of Prayer. We
encourage all Americans to pray according to their
faith. Muslims could have a National Day of Prayer
Task Force, the Hindus can have a National Day of
Prayer Task Force, and the Christians can have a
National Day of Prayer Task Force. That’s what our
expression is.

Q. And is that expression that the task force --
A. Judeo-Christian expression, yes.
Q. And these other religions you talked about,

those are not promoted by the task force?
18
19
20
21
22
23

25

Page 20

~ 1 force?

i 2 MR. THERIOT: Objection, calls for
3 speculation.
4 MR. ROSENBERG: And same objection. [ don’t
5 know what "it" is.
6 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Can you answer the question
7 A. I don’t know.
8 MR. THEKIOT: You don’t know the answer to the
9 question, or you can’.t answer the question? I’m

I0 sorry.
11 MR. BOLTON: I had the same question in my
12 mind.
13 MR. THERIOT: You don’t know the answer to the
14 question, is that what you’re saying?
15 A. I don’t know how that’s seen.
16 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Certainly the task force
17 encourages the participation of government officials in

A. We are a privately funded 501(c)(3). Our
volunteers and constituents are of that persuasion, and
so we -- that’s our expression of the National Day of
Prayer, but we don’t exclude any other faith from
joining us.

Q. Does the government support for the National
Day of Prayer, is it helpful to the task force in terms
ofad4ing prestige to your effort?

Page 19

MR. ROSENBERG: Objection, referring to what
the government support is, if there’s any at all.

A. There’s not any government support other than
participation, if they choose to participate.

Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Do you believe that governmer
participation in National Day of Prayer activities

18 National Day of Prayer activities, correct?
19 A. We have an initiative that we pray for the
20 seven centers of power, and that is the government, the
21 military, the media, business, education, family and
22 church. And so on the National Day of Prayer, we pray
23 for all of those centers of power, and government is
24 one of them.
25 Q. In addition to praying for government, though,

Page 21

do you encourage participation of government officials
in the various activities that you organize?

A. We hope they’ll participate.
Q. But you do more than just leave it to hope,

correct?
A. We write them requesting a proclamation for

1
2
3
4

6
7 facilitates the task force in its endeavors?
8 A. The scriptures say, in 1 Timothy 2, that we’re
9 to pray for all kings and all those in authority, that

10 we may lead a peaceful and quiet and godly life. So,
11 yes, I think it’s beneficial if members of government
12 participate, but that is totally up to them.
13 Q. And it adds a certain element of credibility
i 4 to the endeavors of the task force, correct?
15 MR. THERIOT: Objection, calls for
16 speculation.
17 MR. ROSENBERG: And as to form.
18 A. I don’t know.
19 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) But you have said that you
20 believe it adds credibility, correct?
21 A. I didn’t say that.
22 Q. I’m asking a question. Do you believe it adds
23 credibility to the task force?
24 A. ! don’t know.
25 Q. Do you believe it adds prestige to the task

7 the National Day of Prayer, but there’s no demand put
8 on them.
9 Q. Whether there’s a demand or not, though, you

10 certainly seek out participation by the President and
i 1 by governors to issue proclamations, correct?
12 MR. THERIOT: Objection, vague as to the
i 3 meaning of"participation." You may answer it.
i 4 THE WITNESS: Can I say something off the
i 5 record7 Is that allowable?
6 MR. THERIOT: No. When we take a break, we
"7 can talk.
8 A. Do you want to restate the question?
9 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) There are no secrets on th{
0 record.
1 A. No. I was going to ask everybody the

2 2 question. Do you want to restate that question,
2 3 please?
2 4 MR. BOLTON: Can you read the question back?
25 (The requested question was read back by the
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Page 22

reporter.)
A. I would say yes.
Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) And the task force also a(

least attempts to get additional participation by
government officials in the activities that the task
force organizes; is that correct?

A. We hope that they will participate. This day
is set aside to pray for America and its leaders, and
since government is in the role of leadership, we hop~
they will participate. It sets a good example for the
nation.

Q. And do you just sit back and see if it
happens, or does the task force actually undertake to
obtain such participation from government officials?

A. We write a letter requesting a proclamation,
and then there’s one follow-up visit from the state
coordinator of that governor to the office to see if he
is going to write a proclamation. Some do and some
don’t.

Q. Recently all the governors have been issuing
proclamations; is that correct?

A. Yes. That’s wonderful.
Q. And was that the case before you became the

chairman of the task force?
A. No. Under my leadership -- and I take no

Page 23

1 credit for this. God has really blessed the efforts of
2 the National Day of Prayer, so I think more people knm
3 about it. I think in the times that we’re living, we
4 see a great need for prayer, and I think our leaders
5 see that also.
6 Q. Do you believe the task force has been
7 influential in this growth in government officials’
8 participation in National Day of Prayer activities?
9 MR. ROSENBERG: Objection.

! 0 A. 1 don’t see how, because we just write a
11 letter requesting a proclamation.
12 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) It must be a really good
13 letter. Who writes the letter?
14 A. I have help. We have an organization here
15 called Master Writers, and I work with them in crafting
16 the letter.
17 Q. And you work with them directly?
18 A. Yes.
19 Q. And the letters that you’re talking about, are

Page 24

1 MR. ROSENBERG: Objection again.
2 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) One follow-up with the
3 governor, correct?
4 A. Well, they usually don’t get to see the
5 governor. They see his scheduler or his aide or
6 whatever you call it, but they don’t-- I don’t know of
7 anybody that’s gotten -- well, maybe some have, but
8 can’t give a name of anybody that sat down with the
9 governor and said, Would you write a proclamation?

10 It’s like the President. You don’t get that far.
11 Q. Now, the letter that you prepare with Master
12 Writers, do you send that letter also to local
13 government officials?
14 A. No.
15 Q. Is there any effort by the task force to
16 involve local government officials in National Day o
17 Prayer activities?
18 A. All of our workers arc volunteers,
19 coordinators are volunteers. They’re not paid. We
20 have state coordinators that are volunteers, and we
21 have regional coordinators that are volunteers. So
22 some of the regional volunteers may ask the mayor o~
23 the city council members or school board members if
24 they would like to participate in the National Day of
25 Prayer, but I have nothing to do with that.

Page 25

1 Q. But they do it under the auspices ofthe task
2 force though, correct?
3 MR. THERIOT: Objection, calls for
4 speculation.
5 A. I don’t know.
6 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) You’ve got state coordinator
7 and then regional coordinators?
8 A. Yes.

Q. A regional coordinator, is that a broader
10 geographic scope than a state, or is it regional within
11 the states?
12 A. It’s regional within the states. Usually
13 communities, cities.
14 Q. When you began as the cochair in 1989, how
15 many employees were there of the task force?
16 A. Well, Campus Crusade for Christ is a ministry
17 of Dr. Bill and Vonette Bright, so they used a lot of
18 their staff, I’m sure, to help - as part of the task
19 force to help promote the National Day of Prayer. So I

20 they letters that are signed by yourself?. / 20 don’t really know how many.
21 A. Yes.

/                                    21    Q. The task force does at the present time have

22 , Q. And then the state coordinators then follow up
22 full-time employees, correct?

2 3 with government officials trying to encourage 23 A. That’s correct.

2,1 participation; is that correct? 24 Q. Do you know about how many full-time employee

2 5 A. One follow-up. 25 the task force has at this time?
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Page 26

1 A. 1 think we have about ten.
2 Q. And they are full-time?
3 A. ! think we have one part-time.
4 Q. And then in 2009, you would have had one state
5 coordinator for each state, correct?
6 A. I’m not sure, because they kind of come and
7 go. So we have somebody that’s over the state
8 coordinators, and she would be able to tell you that.
9 Q. Do you know how many volunteers altogether,

10 approximate number of volunteers, you had acting on
1 behalf of the task force in respect to the 2009

12 National Day of Prayer?
13 A. We have no idea how many people are actually
14 planning an event on the National Day of Prayer. For
! 5 instance, I know of a lady that invited six of her
16 friends to get in her van on the National Day of Prayer
17 and they went to the police department, fire
1B department, the school board, the mayor’s office, and
19 at each place they stopped and prayed for them. So
20 those kind of things are generally not reported, but I
21
22
23
24
25

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

IO
ii
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1 see them.
2 Q. But you do know as a fact, though, that there
3 are additional proclamations issued at lower govemmen
4 levels than just the president and the governor levels,
5 correct?
6 A. I really don’t know.
7 Q. With regard to the proclamations issued by the
8 governors, my understanding is that in 2009 and in at
9 least 2008, all the governors issued proclamations.

10 A. That’s correct.
11 Q. And all of those proclamations designated a
12 day of prayer, correct?
13 A. Yes.
14 Q. And all of them designated a National Day of
15 Prayer that has been set aside by the President; is
1. 6 that correct?
1 "7 A. That’s correct.
18 Q. And, in fact, the task force encourages the
19 governors to designate the same day as a day of prayer
20 as the date set aside by the President, correct?

would say probably we have between 30- to 40,000 praye
gatherings across the nation. And as I said, many of
them -- many churches don’t report that they’ve
celebrated the National Day of Prayer. We have no
idea.

Page 27

Q. Are the state coordinators encouraged to
organize activities in the state capitols in which they
operate?

21 A. We request it.
22 Q. In 1988, President Reagan signed a law whereb
2 3 the President is required to designate the f’trst
24 Thursday in May of each year as the National Day of
2 5 Prayer; is that correct?

Page 29

1 A. He signed in law that the first Thursday of
2 May would be our nation’s day of prayer, our Nationa
3 Day of Prayer, and he encouraged people of all faiths

A. That’s up to them.
Q. Are they encouraged to organize activities in

the state capitols?
A. If there are other events on the state capitol

steps, some choose to have their event there. Some
choose to have them in the state parks, churches,
homes.

Q. A statehouse, is that a preferred location for
activities, if it can be done?

to participate in it.
Q. The encouragement of all faiths to participate

in it, that wasn’t part of the law that he signed,
though; is that correct?

A. I don’t remember what the law said. I would
have to have somebody read it to me.

Q. But, basically, it was from that point forward
that there became a predictable date each year for the
National Day of Prayer, correct?

A. Some feel like -- some coordinators may feel
like it is and some may feel like it’s not.

Q. In 2009, do you know how many National Day ol
Prayer activities occurred at statehouses?

A. I have no idea.
Q. Well, you do know, in addition to presidential

and gubernatorial proclamations, that some local
officials now also issue proclamations, correct?

A. I’ve heard that.
Q. Who did you hear that from?
A. It’s just been rumored. 1 mean, l’ve heard

that some mayors do. I couldn’t give you a name. They
typically don’t send the proclamation to us. We never

13    A. Correct.
14 Q. Prior to that, the presidents were required to
1. 5 declare a National Day of Prayer after 1952 going
16 forward, but no one knew exactly when it was going
17 be until the President actually did it, correct?
l 8 A. Correct.
t 9 Q. Having a predictable date makes it easier to
20 organize activities in respect to the Nadonal Day of
21 Prayer; is that correct?
22 A. Yes.
23 Q. For instance, a task force like yours would
24 have trouble mobilizing the support for the National
25 Day of Prayer if you didn’t know well in advance wh~
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it was going to be, correct?
A. Correct.
Q. The task force was crealed in 1988. Was it

created before or after President Reagan signed into
law the requirement that it be on the first Thursday in
May?

A. I don’t know. ! wasn’t part of it then.
Q. Were you at all aware that the creation of a

task force was being discussed prior to its actual
formation?

A. No.
MR. THERIOT: Objection, vague.

A. No.
Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Did you have any involvement

personally in lobbying for having a date certain
specified for the National Day of Prayer?

No.
Was Mr. Dobson involved in any such effort?
No.
Was anyone involved in such an effort that you

Yes.

Who?
Mrs. Vonette Bright.
Mrs. Bright?

Page 32

in this count~ where we cover this nation in prayer
and the leaders. That was her heart, and she wanted to
help facilitate that, if it was possible.

Q. But there already was a requirement that there
be a day of prayer designated by the President, it just
wasn’t precise when it would be; is that correct?

knew?
A.
Q.
A.
Q.

7 A. That’s correct.
8 Q. Did she tell you why she wanted to have a date
9 certain specified?

i0 A, No.
11 Q. When did she tell you about her efforts?
12 A. Well, she told me in 1988 when I became
13 cochairman. But she also at various times, since she

Page 31

A. Mrs. Vonette Bright.
Q. And how do you know that?
A. Because she told me. She told me how the day

came about, the first Thursday of May.
Q. And what did she tell you specifically?
A. Well, she told me that she got up at 5 in the

morning.
Q. She told you what?
A. She got up at 5 in the morning - she lives in

California -- and she called a couple of congressmen
and there was a rabbi involved, and they began to talk
about the possibility of setting a day for the National
Day of Prayer. And so I guess - 1 don’t know, but

14 is the cochairman, speaks on behalf of the National Da)
15 of Prayer and just gives the history on how the day was
16 set.
17 Q. Were you aware, prior to being told by
18 Mrs. Bright, that the President had set this particular
19 day7 Were you aware of that legislation having been
20 signed by the President?
21 A. I was not.
2 2 Q. The National Prayer Committee, what is your
2 3 understanding of what that entity is?
24 A. Well, first of all, I am -- I guess I would
25 say that I am the name, the voice and the face of the

Page 33

National Day of Prayer, I’m the visible one for the
National Day of Prayer Task Force. I don’t really have
a lot of knowledge about how the National Prayer
Committee came together. You would have to really ask
the chairman. I’m sorry. He’s called the president,
not the chairman.

Q. Pardon me?
A. The president, David Butts, B-u-t-t-s.
Q. And he’s the president of the National Prayer

Committee?
A. David Butts.
Q. And you said the title is president of the

National Prayer Committee?
perhaps a committee was formed and it came out of
that.

Q. And do you know the names of any of the
congressional officials that she contacted.’?

A. I don’t recall that.
Q. Was Strom Thurmond one of the backers of that

4 A.

17 Q.
18 just -
19 A.

legislation.’? 20     Q.

National Prayer Committee, yes.
And how long has he been the president?
I don’t know.
As long as you can remember? I mean, it’s not

No, there’s been other presidents.
Okay. And are you telling me, in terms of the

A. I don’t recall.
Q. So did she tell you why she was actively

lrying to get such legislation passed7
A. Well, of course, I’m sure she believed in the I

p~e.r..o.f.~pr_a~y_e.r, sh.~.belie_.ved that we should have a da~

21 National Prayer Committee, at least just in a general
22 sense, what it is and what it does, you do not have any
23 knowledge7
24 A. I know it’s made up of different prayer
25 ministries, people that have different prayer
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ministries, and those people are listed on the back of
our letterhead, because we’re accountable to the
National Prayer Committee.

Q. And the National Prayer Committee was formed
in 1982; is that correct?

A. Fm not sure.
Q. Do you know whether it was formed relatively

close in time to when the task force was set up7
A. I don’t know.

. Q. Does it have any purpose7 Do you know,
generally, what the purpose of the National Prayer
Committee is?

A. I’m sure they have a purpose statement. I
haven’t read it.

Q. If somebody asked you outside of a deposition
room what the purpose of the National Prayer Committe~
is, would you have any at least a general answer that
you could give them?

A. I would think it would be to mobilize prayer.
We are a project of the National Prayer Committee, but
also the global day of prayer is a project of the
National Prayer Committee, and they have other projects
to mobilize prayer.

Q. Now, when you say the task force is a product
of the prayer committee, what do you mean by that?

Page 35

1 A. We’re accountable to them. We’re not a
2 product. We’re actually a project, j-e-c-t.
3 Q. Product? I’m not hearing you. I’m sorry.
4 A. A project.
5 Q. Okay. A project?
6 A. Not a product but a project.
7 Q. Project, okay. But in terms of the ....
8 organization of the task force, that was accomplished
9 by the prayer committee though; is that correct7

10 A. I’m not clear on your question.
11 Q. Well, when you say that you’re a project of
12 the prayer committee, what do you mean by that?
13 A. Well, we’re accountable to them. We’re undel
14 them. They’re an umbrella for us.
15 Q. So ultimately as the chairman of the task
16 force, you are accountable to the prayer committee; is
27 that correct7
! 8 A. That’s correct.
19 Q. Are there other entities that are accountable
20 to the prayer committee?
21 A. I’m not aware of them. They have other
22 projects.
23 Q. And in terms of the accountability that the
24 task force has to the prayer committee, is that
25

something that’s specified.in" the org .amiza_t!~o.n..aj setup

Page 36

1 ofthe task force?
2 A. I haven~ seen that. I haven’t seen any
3 paperwork on that.
4 Q. You just understand it to be the case7
5 A. Yes.
6 Q. You haven’t seen bylaws or anything like that?
7 Does the task force have bylaws?
8 MR. ROSENBERG: Object as to form. It’s
9 compound.

I0 A. You would have to ask the executive director
11 of the task force.
12 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) You’ve never seen bylaws
13 the task force; is that correct?
14 A. I’ve seen a lot of paperwork. I don’t
15 remember.
16 Q. In any event, your working understanding is
17 that the task force is accountable to the prayer
18 committee, correct7
19 A. Correct.
20 Q. in practice, what does that mean? How do they
21 hold you accountable?
22 A. Well, all of our funds are -- we have a CPA,
23 and so all of our funds are looked at, and, of course,
24 they meet with us once a year and keep in contact with
25 us through e-mails and phone calls, and I imagine if we

Page 37

1 are not following the Judeo-Christian expression of th
2 National Day of Prayer, they would -- they could reall
3 fire us, I guess. I don’t take a salary. I volunteer
4 my time, but I imagine they could just dissolve the
5 task force.
6 Q. So you understand the prayer committee to
7 adhere to the Jude, o-Christian orientation that you’ve
8 described as the task force also adhering to; is that
9 correct?

10 A. That’s correct.
11 Q. Mission America, is that a name that you’re
12 familiar with?
13 A. Yes.
14 Q. What is Mission America?
15 A. I don’t know. I know it’s a prayer -- you
16 know, it’s a prayer ministry, but I don’t know a lot
17 about it. ! know it’s a project -- it’s another
i 8 project of-- I mean, I don’t know if it’s a project of
19 the National Prayer Committee, but I know that the
20 person that’s in charge of it is a member ofthe
21 National Prayer Committee.
! 22 Q. The person in charge of Mission America is a
23 board member of the prayer committee?
24 A. I don’t know that be’s -- they have an
25 executive board. I don’t know that h¢’s a board
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force?
A.
Q.

Page 38

1 member.
2 Q. In any event, there is a relationship then
3 between Mission America and the prayer committee,
4 your understanding?
5 A. I don’t know.
6 Q. Do you know why the prayer conunittee was
7 established?
8 A. The National Prayer Committee?
9 Q. Right, the National Prayer Committee.

10 A. I don’t have an understanding of that. That
11 was before my time.
12 Q. And the origin of the National Prayer
13 Committee is not something that you learned of
14 subsequent to its creation? In other words, you said
15 you weren’t there at the time. Obviously, you know
16 things that you weren’t necessarily there to witness,
17 correct?
18 A. I don’t recall.
19 Q. In terms of the National Day of Prayer Task
2 0 Force, you made reference to an executive director.
21 A. Yes.
22 And who is the executive director of the task
23
24
25

John Bornschein.
And what is the role of the executive

Page 39

director?
A. He actually runs the administrative part of

the task force.
Q. You have people that are involved in media an�

marketing; is that correct7
A. Correct.
Q. How many people do you have that perform th~

function for the task force7
A. Two.
Q. And are they currently Becky Armstrong and

Jamie Staler?
A. Correct.
Q. And what is their function? What do they do

for the task force?
A. Becky is part-time, Jamie is full-time, and

they -- if they have anyone -- any of the media calling
for an interview from me, they set that up. They help
with our catalogs, with our promotional efforts, radio
spots.

Q. And do they prepare press releases?
A. Yes.
Q. And when the task force issues a press

release, do they have an inventory of media that they
send their press releases to?

2.5 A. Yes.

Page 40

1
2

Q. Do you know about how many outlets they send
their press releases to?

A. ! have no idea.
Q. Is it quite a few?

MR. ROSEN’BERG: Objection.
(BY MR. BOLTON) You just have no idea at

3
4
5
6 Q.
7 all?
8 A. I can’t speculate on that.
9 Q. Does the task force have -- you’ve got,

i0 roughly, ten employees at this point, correct?
11 A. Uh-huh.
12 Q. And you’ve got a large number of volunteers
13 that work at the state and regional levels?
14 A. That’s correct. And some volunteers that
15 aren’t connected with the state or the regional, l
16 mean, they are just morns and pastors and whoever want:
17 to plan an event for the National Day of Prayer.
18 Q. You don’t have members, correct?
19 A. No. They’re all volunteers.
20 Q. Do you have any sort of a list of people that
21 the task force regularly sends out by e-mail updates on
22 what the task force is doing, sort of a web list?
23 A. Yes, we have a - I would say a Christian
24 constituent base.
25 Q. And what does that mean?
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I A. People that -- well, we are privately funded,
2 people that give, we have donors that give to the
3 efforts of the National Day of Prayer Task Force, and
4 we have many people that want to receive our mailings.
5 They are constituents. Just like any ministry,
6 National Day of Prayer is a ministry. We see it as a
7 ministry to the nation.
8 Q. Does the task force maintain a list of such
9 people that it regularly communicates with by e-mail7

I0 A. Yes.
11 Q. And do you know about how many people are or
12 that list?
13 A. I don’t.
14 Q. Does the task force prepare a newsletter?
15 A. Yes.
16 Q. And how often is the newsletter prepared?
17 A. I think we send it out three times a year.
18 It’s an update.
19 Q. And is that a hard copy, or is that sent
20 electronically to the people that it’s distributed
21 to?
22 A. I know we send out hard copies. I’m not sure
23 about the electronics part of it. You would have to
24 check with the executive director.
2 5 Q. Do you know, approximately, what your current
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1 circulation is for the newsletter?
2 A. You would have to ask the executive director.
3 Q. Is it fair to say that you don’t have any idea
4 what the -
5 A. l don’t, because I’m not really -- you know,
6 as I said, I’m the name, the face and the voice. I
7 do#t handle the administ~tive part of the office.
8 I’m the visible face I guess you would say.
9 Q. And about how much time do you spend on

10 National Day of Prayer Task Force activities?
11 A. Well, I’m a volunteer, so I always attend the
12 managers’ meetings to get an update. And mostly it’s
13 by e-mail. If they need to meet with them, I’m always
14 available. I would say not a lot.
15 Q. Is it less than when you began as the chair in
16 19917
17 A. Yes.
18 Q. When you began in 1991, was it pretty much
l 9 full-time job initially?
2 0 A. Pretty much.
21 Q. And how long did it remain pretty much a
22 full-time job?
23 A. Well, as the task force grew, it lightened my
2 4 load.
25 Q. It what?
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! A. No. We are housed here, but we pay for all
2 the services that Fecus provides for us. We pay for
3 broadcast time, we pay for print. Whatever services,
4 they bill us. They’re just like a vendor, and so we
5 pay for their services. So we’re just housed here, but
6 we’re not part of Focus on the Family.
7 Q. Has that vendor relationship always existed
8 since the task force has been located in the Focus on
9 the Family offices7

10 A. I don’t recall. That’s 20 years ago.
11 Q. In terms of the billing arrangements, is the
12 task force billed on an annual basis or a monthly
13 basis?
14 A. Annual.
15 Q. And for those sorts of services and space
16 provided by Focus on the Family, do you know what
17 were hilled or what the task force was billed -
18 A. You would have to ask the executive
19 director.
20 Q. Is it fair to say that you don’t know?
21 A. I don’t know for sure what the actual amount
22 is.
23 Q. The budget of the task force for 2008, roughly
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1 A. As the task force grew, as we had more people
2 to help, it lightened my load.
3 Q. And when you say as it grew, do you mean in
4 terms of the number of people that were employed by the
5 task force?
6 A. Yes, and the tasks that they took over.
7 Q. Do you know why Mrs. Bright asked you in 1988
8 whether you would be a cochair for the task force?
9 A. No, I don’t, other than she trusted - I guess

10 she trusted me. She saw me as somebody that could --
11 was capable to take over the chairmanship, but I’m
12 speculating. I don’t really know her heart on that.
13 Q. How did it come about that the offices of the
14 task force were relocated from California to the Focus
15 on the Family offices?
16 A. Well, Focus on the Family moved to Colorado
17 Springs in 1991. So, of course, I moved with it. And
18 since I had accepted the chairmanship, the ministry
19 moved here.
20 Q. And the Focus on the Family moved to Colorado
21 Springs from where?
22 A. From Pomona, California.
23 Q. Was there ever any consideration of having the
24 offices of the task force in a separate location from
25 Focus on the Family when you took over?

24 how much did the task force spend in 2008?
2 5 A. You would have to ask John Bomschein.
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1 Q. The overall budget of the task force is not
2 anything that you even have a rough approximation of
3 A. I could be wrong and I could be right. I
4 would say it’s about 1.2 million.
5 Q. Currently?
6 A. I don’t know. I don’t know for sure.
7 Q. Certainly we’re not talking about 2002? When
8 you say 1.2 million --
9 A. We’re talking 2009.
10 Q. Okay. Michael Calhoun is responsible for
11 strategic partnerships; is that correct?
12 A. Uh-htth.
13 Q. And what does that mean? What does he do?
14 A. The seven centers of power, if you look at it
15 as the church, it’s the media, it’s the military, so he
! 6 usually networks with people in that venture, in the
17 seven centers of power. For instance, at some of our
18 events, we might want to have a representative from
19 Hollywood in the media, so he would be the one that
20 would contact that person, see if they were available,

i 21 or a military person.
22 Q. Are there any strategic partnerships that are
23 more enduring, in other words, rather than, you know.
24 for some particular event? She has to have a yes or a
25 no.
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1 A. I don’t recall.
2 Q. So in terms of whether or not there are any
3 long-term strategic partnerships that the task force
4 has, you do not know?
5 A. I don’t know.
6 Q. Are there any strategic partnerships that
7 you’re aware of that no longer exist?
8 A. Yes.
9 Q. Can you give me an example?

10 A. Well, we had a donor that owned a car in the
11 NASCAR races, and he would paint his car with the
12 National Day of Prayer logo.
13 Q. He did what?
14 A. He would paint his car with the National Day
15 of Prayer logo to just help promote the National Day
16 Prayer, and so he no longer is doing that. It became
17 too expensive for him. He needed people like Lowe’s
18 and Home Depot to sponsor his car.
1 9 Q. How was the logo selected?
20 A. I think one of the artists in the National Day
21 of Prayer helped us put it together. We had many
22 different renderings, and we all chose that one. The
23 task force chose that one.
24 Q. Many of the renderings, though, include the
25 NDP with an American flag next to it; is that
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1 correct?
2 A. Usually.
3 Q. Pardon?
4 A. Usually.
5 Q. And why was the American flag chosen as a
6 prominent part of the task force logo?
7 A. Well, this is ore" National Day of Prayer set
8 aside by our Congress, and so it’s a day when we pray
9 tbr our country and for our leaders, and that

i0 symbolizes our country.
! 1 Q. Is there anything in the logo or any of the
! 2 loges that the task force uses that depicts its
13 Christian-Judeo orientation?
14 A. In the logo?
15 Q. Yes.
16 A. No.
17 MR. THERIOT: Rich, we’ve been going for aboul
18 an hour.
19 MR. BOLTON: We can take a break.
20 (A recess was taken.)
21 MR. ROSENBERG: Before the deposition, the
22 parties agreed that any objection made by one party
23 shall be made as to all panics in the deposition so
24

Page 4 8

1 MR. BOLTON: And I think we’re all in
2 agreement on that.
3 MR. THERIOT: Right.
4 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Gayle Sharman is listed
5 responsible for customer relations for the task force;
6 is that correct7
7 A. (Witness indicating in the affirmative.)
8 Q. What does that involve?
9 A. I think she has a new title now. Is that up

i 0 tO date?
11 Q. I don’t know. I’m not sure just what the date
12 is. This was something that was produced during
13 discovery. Is Gayle still working for the task
1 4 force?
~_5 A. Yes.
16 Q. And her job hasn’t changed; it’s just the
17 title may have changed7
18 A. You would have to ask John Bomschein. Johi
19 Bomschein is over all the administrative part of the "
20 ministry, and everybody reports to him, not to me. So
21 titles may change, jobs may change within the
22 department.
23 Q. The description, customer relations, is that a
24 title that previously existed, as far as you know?
25 A. Probably so.
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I Q. Pardon?
2 A. Probably so.
3 Q. In terms of the task force customers, is that
4 what basically the constituency that you referred to,
5 or is it something different?
6 A. I believe she’s over ordering. Somebody
7 orders -- wants a catalog or a bookmark or a bumper
8 sticker or whatever, I believe she’s over that;
9 resources.

10 Q. Lisa Crump, is she still with the task
1 force?

12 A. Yes.
13 Q. And at least the chain of responsibilities
14 that I have lists her as involved with the national
15 network. Is that still what she does?

, 16 A. She’s over all the coordinators, the state
17 coordinators, the regional. We have national area
18 leaders. They’re over like six or seven states.
19 Q. Carol Mock is the military liaison; is that

’ 20 correct?
2 ! A. That’s correct.
2 2 Q. And Faye Tharp is involved with public
2 3 affairs?

that other parties do not have to separately join in 24 A. That’s right.
25 that objection. 25    Q. What does her work involve?
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A. Constituent building, making friends. She’s
in charge of donors.

Q. Does she travel much for that?
A. Some.
Q. We were talking a little bit earlier about the

task force encouraging governors to issue
proclamations. That was something that really wasn’t
widely done before you became the chairman of the tasl
force; is that correct?
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Q. And people, when they told you something,
you -- I mean, they had a history, of reporting
correctly to you, correct?

A. Usually the task force, as the proclamations
are coming in, they tet me know that they’re excited
that we have 5, 10, 30. You know, I get reports.

Q. And then these proclamations at some point you
start posting on the task force Website, correct?

A. Correct,

A. I don’t know.
Q. Do you know whether the number of

proclamations that are issued by governors has
increased under your chairmanship?

A. Yes, it has increased.
Q. And I understand that you described the letter

10 Q. Do you know when that began?
11 A. I don’t.
12 Q. And I understand that all the state
! 3 proclamations are bound and made in a real presentable
]. 4 package and given to the President; is that correct?
15 A. It was given to President Bush.

would be written and signed by you and sent to each of
the governors, correct?

A. That’s correct.
Q. When did you start sending letters to each of

the governors?
A. I’ve been chairman for 19 years, and I can’t

tell you the exact time when we did that. I know that
Mrs. Bright also requested governors sign a
proclamation for the National Day of Prayer.

Q. And if you don’t get a proclamation from a
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1 governor, is there any pressure put on the governor to
2 issue a National Day of Prayer proclamation?
3 A. Not from the task force. It’s only a
4 request.
5 Q. Pardon me?
6 A. Our letter is only a request.
7 Q. Now, a couple of years back, Eliot Spitzer,
8 the governor of New York, was fairly late in issuing
9 his proclamation. Do you recall that?

10 A. Yes.
l I Q. And my understanding is that someone on behal~
12 of the task force had contacted his office several
! 3 times to see whether or not a proclamation would be
14 forthcoming. Would that type of contact be unusual?
15 A. I would say yes.
16 Q. I mean, the tank force was certainly aware
17 that Governor Spitzer was the last governor who had nc
18 yet issued a proclamation; is that correct?
19 A. Correct.
20 Q. You knew that he was still unaccounted for in
21 terms of his proclamation, correct?
22 A. I was told that.
2 3 Q. Okay. And you were told that by people that
24 you work with, correct?
25 A. Yes.

o

16 Q. Was that something that was unique during
17 President Bush’s presidency?
18 A. It was unique that we were given 50
19 proclamations, and we thought we would make a nice
20 for the President on the National Day of Prayer.
21 Q. And so prior to actually having all 50
22 governors accounted for, you hadn’t done that?
23 A. Right. Correct.
24 Q. Some of the letters to the governors, before
2 5 you got the proclamations, encouraged them indicating
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1 that that was what you intended to do; is that
2 correct?
3 A. I don’t recall what was in the letters.
4 Q. Now, with regard to Governor Spitzer, my
5 understanding is that from some quarters, a fair amour
6 of pressure was put forth for him to sign the
7 proclamation, correct?
8 MR. ROSENBERG: Objection, form.
9 A. I have no understanding of that.

10 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Pardon?
’ 11 A. I have no understanding of any pressure that
12 was put on him.
13 Q. You don’t?
14 A. No.
15 Q. Okay. If I told you that Mr. Dobson had
16 criticized the governor on his radio program for not
]. 7 having issued a proclamation, would that surprise
18 you?
19 A. No.
20 Q. And that he had sent out a mass e-mail to
21 people encouraging them to essentially raise a fuss
22 about the governor not having issued a proclamation,

23 would that surprise you?
2 4 A. I have no knowledge of that.

25 Q. Never even heard that that might have
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1 happened?
2 A. Not an e-mail.
3 Q. Pardon?
4 A. I wasn’t aware of an e-mail that was sent
5 out.
6 Q. But the radio coverage by Mr. Dobson you’re
7 aware of, correct?
8 A. lain.
9 Q. And how did it come about that Mr. Dobson was
3. 0even aware that Governor Spitzer had not yet submitted
13. his proclamation?
12 MR. THERIOT: Objection, calls for
13 speculation. You may answer.
14 A. I can’t speculate.
15 Q. (BYMR. BOLTON) Well, youknowMr. Dobsor
16 obviously.
17 A. Pretly well.
18 Q. Did you tell Mr. Dobson that New York was
19 unaccounted for?
2 0 A. I don’t recall.
21 Q. Were you surprised that Mr. Dobson had made
22 this a subject of his radio program?
23 A. No.
24 Q. Are you aware of any other governors who
25 were subject to at least public criticism for not
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having issued a proclamation, other than Governor
Spitzer?

A. Well, of course, every state coordinator hopes
that the governor will proclaim prayer in the state on
the National Day of Prayer. So I’m sure the state
coordinators made contact with Governor Spitzer and an,
other governor, because they’re hoping that the
governor will support our nation’s day of prayer.

Q. But in terms of any other specific instances,
you’re not aware off

A. The wrestler -- who was the governor that was
the wrestler?.

Q. Governor Ventura.
A. He did not issue a proclamation.
Q. And was any effort made to get him to get on

board and issue a proclamation?
A. Not fi’om the task force and not from the state

coordinators, as far as I know. We instruct them not
to put any pressure on anybody, governor or mayor,
anybody to sign a proclamation. It’s just a request.

Q. When you write to the governors, do you
include a suggested proclamation for them7

A. No, we don’t write one for them.
Q. Have you ever ghostwritten any proclamation
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use?
A. Not for the governors.
Q. Any other public officials?
A. You mean draft a proclamation for them?
Q. Uh-huh.
A. We have -- yes, we have done that for the

White House, because we know how busy the President
and so we draft it, but not one president has ever used
it. I think once or twice we’ve seen a sentence that’s
been used, but they have their own writers and they
write their own proclamations.

Q. When did the task force begin choosing a theme
for each year’s National Day of Prayer?

A. Since I became chairman.
Q. So that was something that you began right off

the bat?
A. Yes.
Q. And when you began choosing an annual theme,

was there also from that very beginning a selection of
a biblical reference that was also used in association
with the theme?

A. We call it a supporting scripture, yes.
Q. And how is the annual theme selected?
A. 1 go before the Lord every year in prayer, and

1 ask him, what is on his heart for our nation. And
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i then I look at the culture, what’s going on in the
2 culture. And through prayer, He usually gives me the
3 perfect theme for that year.
4 Q. And then the same process for choosing the
5 supporting scripture?
6 A. Yes.
7 Q. And is there a particular -- I mean, all the
8 supporting scripture comes from the Bible; is that
9 correct?

i 0 A. Correct.
11 Q. You’ve never used supporting scripture from
12 any other source, correct.’?
13 A. Correct.
14 Q. And would you consider using any other
15 source?
16 A. No. Because, as I said, we are the
17 Judeo-Christian expression, so we would use the
18 Christian Bible. We would find a scripture from the
19 God of the Bible. Sometimes it’s from the Old
20 Testament, sometimes it’s from the New Testament.
21 Q. And would your constituency, the task force
22 constituency, recognize that source for the supportin[
2 3 scripture?
24 A. Yes, I believe they would.

2 5 that an official could decide to use or decide not to 2 5
_ Q... ~?..w.L..m.Y..Un.d._e~.tand!,g is that when .... you... ...... sen,
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letters to the governors, you also encourage them to
include your annual theme and supporting scripture
within their own proclamations; is that correct?

A. Not true, no.
Q. And my understanding, though, is that at least

in the last few years, many, if not most, of the
governors are including the annual theme?

MR. THERIOT: Objection, vague.
A. I don’t know.
Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) You don’t know that?
A. I don’t know.
Q. No? Is there any reference made to the

supporting scripture and the annual theme in the letter
that you send to the governors?

A. Yes, all the letters that go out have our
theme and the supporting scripture, but we don’t ask
them to use it. We don’t ask the governors to use it.
We just list it in the letter. If they choose to use
it, it’s up to them.

Q. Are you hopeful that they’ll use it?
A. It would be nice.
Q. Why?
A. Well, because I feel like that that particular

theme, you know, was given to me by the Lord. For
instance, the 2009 theme is for Prayer for Such a Time
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As This. I would say that 40,000 volunteers and
coordinators are going to be using that theme, and it
would be nice if the governor chose to, but there’s no
pressure. It’s just listed in the letter. It’s just
listed in the letter that we send to them.

Q. And the theme and the supporting scripture has
been incorporated in some presidential proclamations
well; is that correct7
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1 not always aware of what the governors -- I don’t read
2 every one of them. They’re kept in the office and
3 compiled there.
4 Q. Is there any reason why, in your letter to the
5 governors, that you would include a reference to the
6 Judeo-Christian expression of the annual theme and
7 supporting scripture that you’ve selected?
8 A. The theme and the supporting scripture is part
9 of our -- part of the letters that we send out. Almost

10 all of the ieRers on the National Day of Prayer, we
11 alert people to what the Judeo-Christian theme is goinl
12 to be, and some use it. Some churches use it, some
13 don’t. Some prayer gatherings use it, some don’t. I
14 imagine some governors use it in their proclamations,
15 but I’m not aware of it.
16 Q. Do you think it’s appropriate for a governor
]. 7 to include a Judeo-Christian expression in their annual
18 proclamation?
19 A. I wouldn’t speculate on that.
20 Q. Certainly from your perspective, though,
21 you’re not opposed to it7 You’re not opposed to it,
22 correct?
23 A. No.
24 Q. And that’s why you include it in the letters
2 5 to the governors, isn’t it?
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A. It’s just a statement of what the theme is and
what the supporting scripture is. We don’t know what
the governor is going to do with it.

Q. Why did you start choosing an annual theme?
A. I think a theme is good. It brings unity to

the nation.
Q. Certainly there’s nothing, though, in the

legislative requirement that the President dedicate a

it has.
Q.
A.

theme
Q.
A.
Q.

I don’t know. I don’t recall I don’t think

Pardon me?
I don’t think a President has ever put the

in the proclamation.
But a number of governors have, correct?
[ don’t recall.
Has anyone at the task force ever reported to

9 day of prayer that requires any sort of annual theme,
10 correct?
1    A. No.
2 Q. There’s nothing that requires any sort of
3 reference to supporting scripture, correct?
4 A. Correct.
5 Q. And so to the extent that these things are
6 incorporated into presidential proclamations or

you that at least some governors have incorporated the
theme and the supporting scripture?

A. No.
Q. Is my mentioning it fight now the first time

you’ve ever heard that?
A. The first Thursday of May is a very --
Q. Pardon me?
A. The first Thursday of May is a very busy time

in our office, and so as the proclamations come in, rm

17 governor proclamations, that is not something that is
18 legally required, correct?
19 MR. ROSENBERG: Objection, calls for a lega
20 conclusion.
21 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) You’re not aware that it’s
22 required, correct?
23 A. No.
24 MIL ROSENBERG: Same objection.
25 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Are you aware of any
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I expression of any other specific religious orientation
2 that’s ever been incorporated into a governor’s
3 proclamation?
4 A. I’m not aware of it.
5 Q. Or presidential proclamation?
6 A. I’m not aware of it.
7 MR. THERIOT: I’m going to object to that
8 question, because it assumes facts not established.
9 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) The task force objective
t 0 encouraging prayer, that general goal could certainly
11 be accomplished without any specific reference to the
12 National Day of Prayer, correct?
13 A. The task force is to publicize and promote and
14 continue the tradition of a National Day of Prayer.
15 Q. But the goal of encouraging prayer, that goal,
16 if you wanted to, could be done without being tied to
17 the National Day of Prayer, correct?
18 A. It could, but the National Day of Prayer is a
19 rallying point. It’s a day when we’re focusing on
20 prayer for our country.
21 Q. And you know that because it’s declared as
22 such by the President each year?
23 A. Correct.
24 Q. Thinking back, do you know when you first
25 became aware of the National Day of Prayer?
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A. I would say 1987.
2 Q. Pardon?
3 A. 1987.
4 Q. And how did you become aware of it?
5 A. Mainly through Mrs. Vonette Bright, our
6 friendship with the Brights.
7 Q. And that initial understanding or that initial
8 awareness of the National Day of Prayer, what did you
9 understand the National Day of Prayer to be?

10 A. A day set aside for prayer in our nation, just
11 like Veterans’ Day or 4th of July. It was a special
12 day, and on this occasion, for prayer.
13 Q. And certainly you understand that prayer has
14 an integral relationship to religion; is that
15 correct?
16 MR. THERIOT: Objection, calls for
1"7 speculation.
18 A. I can’t speculate on that.
19 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) So whether or not prayer has
20 connection to religion, that would require you to
21 engage in speculation?
22 A. Well, I can only speak for the Christian
2 3 prayer.
2 4 Q. Pardon me?
2 5 A. I can only speak for the Christian prayer.

?age 64

1    Q. Do you know of prayer being used in a
2 nonreligious context?
3 A. I can’t speculate on that.
4 Q. Certainly as you understood the National Day
5 of Prayer as a day set aside for prayer, though, you
6 understood it to have a relationship to religion; is
7 that correct?
8 A. Well, in the Christian faith, we don’t talk

t" 9 about religion. We talk about a relationship, a
10 relationship with God, and so I’m not sure what you’re
11 asking.
12 Q. Okay. So you wouldn’t associate prayer, even i
13 in the Christian-Judeo orientation, as a religious
14 concept but as something that is related to
15 establishing and having a relationship with the God ol
16 the Bible, correct?
17 A. I would say that is correct.
18 Q. Do you associate the Bible as having a
19 religious relationship?
20 A. The Bible is the Christian Bible. So if you
2 :!. want to call Christianity a religion, then the Bible
22 would, of course, be our handbook.
2 3 Q. Whether or not we connect the relationship to
2 4 the God of the Bible as being a religious concept,
2 5 certainly you associate prayer with that relationship,
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1 with that relationship with the God as you know it?
2 A. Yes.
3 Q. You talk about prayer in terms of the National
4 Day of Prayer. When the National Day of Prayer Task
5 Force makes reference to prayer, that is the definition
6 that you’re using, the relationship with the God of the
7 Bible?
8 A. Correct.
9 Q. What is the National Day of Prayer four-step

10 approach?
11 A. Pardon me?
12 Q. Have you ever heard of the National Day of
13 Prayer four-step approach to effective communication
14 with God?
15 A. Are you talking about the PRAY acronym?
16 Q. Am I correct that you’ve described it as the
17 National Day of Prayer four-step approach to effective
3. 8 communication with God?
~i 9 A. Are you talking about the PRAY acronym?
20 Q. Yes.
2 ! A. Yes. That’s just a way to pray. That’s just
22 one way to pray.
2 3 Q. And in your book, Certain Peace in Uncertain
24 Times, Embracing Prayer in an Anxious Time, you mak~
25 reference to that four-step approach and identify it as
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1 something associated with the National Day of l’rayer~
2 correct?
3 A. Correct.
4 Q. How is that association made? How do you
5 promote that four-step approach to prayer7
6 A. It’s just one way to pray. It’s just a way to
7 remember the steps to, you know -- for instance, we
8 took it from pray, and the P would be praise, to start
9 out your prayer with praise. This is not necessarily
0 on the National Day of Prayer. This is any time. Thi:

11 is an acronym for prayer any time. And then the R is
12 for repent. The scripturestell us that we are to
13 repent before an Almighty God when we have sinned
1. 4 against him. And then the A is ask, praying for our --
~t 5 praying for whatever needs we have in our life, and
1. 6 then the Y is to yield, and say, Not my will but Thine
17 be done.
18 Q. When did you begin associating that four-step
19 approach with the National Day of Prayer?
2 0 A. I don’t recall the exact year we did that.
21 Q. My understanding is that you consider prayer
2 2 to be important not just to individuals but also to
2 3 entire nations; is that correct?
2 4 A. Absolutely correct.
2 5 Q. And what do you mean by that?
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A. Well, I believe that we serve an Almighty God,
and that I believe in his creation, I believe that He
blesses or brings judgment on the nation as to how the
see Him, how they honor Him.

Q. And that prayer at the national level that
you’re talking about, again, from your perspective,
from the task force’s perspective rather, you’re
talking about a particular type of prayer, prayer to
the God of the Bible, correct?

A. The Judeo-Christian expression of the National
Day of Prayer is to pray to the God of the Bible, but
other faiths can pray to whomever their God is. There
may be other task forces out there. We’re not aware ot
them.

Q. But in terms of providing that protective
shield for the nation, it is the task force’s view that
praying to other gods is not going to provide that same
protective shield as the expression in the
Christian-Judeo prayer; is that correct?

A. I let God judge people’s prayers. I don’t
judge them. I don’t know how He hears their prayers.

Q. Do you think that all prayers, in terms of
protecting the nation, are equal?

A. I can’t speculate on that. I don’t know how
God sees that.
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1 Q. But you believe that the prayer to the God
2 that youpray to is -- I mean, at least as the task
3 force views it, that that is a particular God and that
4 that is the right God to pray to, correct7
5 A. We pray to our Almighty God.
6 Q. And so other people may pray to different
7 gods, correct?
8 A. Correct.
9 Q. But at least in the view of the task force,

10 and its belief in the Christian-Judeo expression, that
11 those prayers would not be as effective for the nation
12 as the expression of prayer that you promote,
13 correct?
14 A. I can’t say that.
15 Q. But you don’t consider all prayer to be equal,
16 right?
17 A. I believe -- my personal belief is that I
18 believe there is one God, and that’s the God that we
1.9 pray to.
2 0 Q. And while others may pray to a different God
21 then, you at least believe that prayer to the God that
2 2 you believe in is the one that is most effective,
2 3 correct?
2 4 MR. THERIOT: I’m going to object. I think it
2 5 calls for speculation. She can certainly testify
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1 on her personal beliefs about what she believes in her
2 prayers. But what other people’s prayers are, I don’t
3 know how she can testify to that.
4 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Well, tell me what you believe
5 then.
6 A. I believe what the Bible says. God says that
7 He is the one and only God, and his son, Jesus Christ,
8 is the way -- is our salvation to God. So that’s my
9 personal belief, and I would say that’s the belief of
i 0 the Christian church.
11 Q. What would be your reaction to a governor
12 including an annual theme and reference from some holy
13 book or source, other than the Bible, in their
14 proclamation?
15 A. The governor can sign the proclamation however
16 he wants to. We have no authority over that, and if he
17 wants to use his own theme -- for instance, if we have
18 a Muslim governor and he wants to use a Muslim theme
19 and proclaim that Muslim day of prayer in his state,
20 there’s nothing we can do about that. That’s totally
21 up to the governor.
22 Q. But at least in terms of providing that
23 protective shield, you would be skeptical that that
24 would be as effective as including a scriptural
25 reference from the Bible?
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A. My personal belief is that the God of the 1

Bible is the one who protects, blesses and protects a2
nation. 3

Q. How does praying provide a protective 4
shield? 5

A. Well, I believe that the God of the Bible has6
the ultimate -- is ultimately in control of the whole 7

universe, of the earth, of the continents, of the 8
community, of the states. I believe He is involved in
everything, and He is Almighty and He can bless or H ;10

11can curse.
Q. And having that protective shield at the 12

national level is a good thing, correct? 13
A. Of course. 14
Q. What is corporate prayer? 15
A. Corporate prayer is, you know, people 16

gathering together, more than two, but prayer 17
gatherings, it could be 5, 10, it could be 40,000. 18
It’s people gathering together to pray. 19

Q. And in the task force activities organized 20
around the National Day of Prayer, certainly corporate 21
prayer is something that the volunteers and state 22
coordinators are encouraged to promote, correct? 2 3

A. We believe that our constitutional rights are2
to gather, to worship and to pray. 25
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Q. And so certainly corporate prayer, or the 1
gathering for prayer, is an important part of the task2
force’s objective, correct? 3

A. No. I would say the objective is for -- to
mobilize the Christian community to pray either in5
their homes, around their dinner tables, in their 6
churches, or in the public square, however they want7
celebrate this nation’s day of prayer. 8

Q. Certainly, though, the volunteers and the 9
state coordinators are - I mean, what their intent to 10
do is organize activities around the National Day of11
Prayer that will involve corporate prayer, correct? 12

A. Correct. They like to organize a prayer 13
gathering. 14

Q. Now, did you know President Reagan? 15
A. Not personally. I’ve met him, but I can’t say1

I know him. 17
Q. Did you ever discuss the National Day of 18

Prayer with President Reagan? 19
A. Never.                               ! 2 0
Q. Have you discussed the National Day ofPraye:’ 2

with any president? 2 2
A. Never. 2 3
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2 4    Q. When you would participate in National Day c
2 5 Prayer activities in the White House -- and you did do

that, correct?
A. Yes, correct.
Q. And did you ever discuss the National Day of

Prayer and what it meant with President Bush?
A. No.

MR. ROSENBERG: Objection. Which Presiden~
Bush?

A. Neither.
Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Pardon?
A. Neither one of them. I never discussed it

with them.
Q. But in terms of the White House functions,

they were with George W. Bush, correct?
A. Correct. There was one with his father, and

he gave a reception on the National Day of Prayer.
Q. And how many National Day of Prayer function:

have you attended in the White House?
A. Would the Rose Garden be considered the White

House?
Q. Let’s consider it part of the White House.
A. Okay. Ten.
Q. And a number of these were held in the East

Room?
A. Yes.
Q. These particular locations with regard to the
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White House and functions of the National Day of
Prayer, were they activities that were organized by the
task force?

A. No.
Q. And can you describe these functions that you

attended at the White House?
A. Well, the President would decide whether he

was going to have a prayer observance or not. So ifh~
had a prayer observance, we were invited to come, but
also he had his own personal list of who he invited.
And other religions were there, not just our task
fome.

Q. Do you know how it came about that these
occasions, these functions, began to be hosted by the
President?

MR. THER/OT: Objection, calls for
speculation. You may answer.

A. Well, I don’t recall, because President Ronald
Reagan just had a breakfast, and we were invited.

Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) So you attended a nation;
prayer breakfast?

A. National Day of Prayer breakfast.
Q. Was it held on the National Day of Prayer?

[2 4    A. Yes.
2 5    Q. And when was that?
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A. Well, whenever Ronald Reagan was in office. [
can’t recall the exact year, but during his tenure.

Q. And when you attended the White House national
prayer day fimctions, you attended, obviously?

A. Yes, I was invited.
Q. Mr. Dobson attended?
A. Yes.
Q. Did you speak7
A. Yes.
Q. How many times have you spoken at a Whito

House function in regard to the National Day of
Prayer?

A. EighL
Q. And did your husband speak at any of these?
A. No.
Q. Did you speak as a representative of the task

force?
A.
Q.
A.

No.
Did you speak as an individual?
Yes, as the chairman of the National Day of

Prayer.
Q. Okay. $o you were asked to attend as the

chairman of the National Day of Prayer?
A. No. I was just asked to attend.
Q. Pardon me?
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1 you’re involved in organizing in the capitol on the
2 actual designated day, correct?
3 A. Correct.
4 Q. Not just functions that you attend, but
5 functions that are organized by the task force,
6 correct?
7 A. Correct.
8 Q. Describe those activities.
9 A. We have a prayer gathering at the Cannon Hous

10 office building on the National Day of Prayer.
1 ! Q. And how long has the task force been hosting
12 that or organizing that activity?
13 A. That was hosted under Mrs. Vonette Bright, so
14 I don’t know. Whenever she -- they started.
15 Q. So it preceded your chairmanship?
16 A. Correct.
17 Q. And it continued under your chairmanship,
18 correct?
19 A. Correct.
20 Q. And it’s continued without interruption under
21 your chairmanship, correct?
22 A. Correct.
23 Q. And it’s one of the most important activities
24 organized by the task force, correct?
25 A. I would say it’s not any more important than
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1 A. [ was just asked to attend.
2 Q. Okay. You must have been asked to speak too!
3 A. Iwas.
4 Q. And you spoke about the importance of prayer,I
5 correct?
6 A. In our country, correct.
7 Q. Now, my understanding is that there are other
8 Washington, D.C. -- or that there are Washington, D.C
9 national prayer day activities that the task force is

10 involved in organizing; is that correct?
11 A. That’s correct.
12 Q. Can you describe those activities?
13 A. Well, on Wednesday night before the National
14 Day of Prayer, we have a reception.
15 Q. Where is the reception held?
16 A. Usually at a hotel. Sometimes it’s at the
17 J.W. Marriott or whatever. And that’s mainly for our
18 donors that contribute to the National Day of Prayer
19 and friends that live in Washington, D.C. Some
20 religious leaders come and some congressmen attend.

21 And they usually -- we send out invitations, and then
22 they let us know whether they’re coming or not
23 Q. And that’s the night before?
24 A. Uh-huh.
25 Q. And then there must be some activities that ,
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i any other prayer gathering across the nation. We’re
2 there because that’s the seat of our government, and
3 we’re there to pray for our leaders, for the President,
4 for his cabinet, for all those that lead our country.
5 Q. Is it important that it’s held in the Cannon
6 office building?
7 A. 1 think because it’s a nice room.
8 Q. It’s what7
9 A. It’s a nice room. And, again, it’s in

10 Washington, D.C., and we feel that’s the seat of our
11 government, and it’s easy access for the congressmen
12 and the senators because it’s right there if they
13 choose to drop in.
14 Q. And the Cannon office building is a governmen~
15 building, correct?
16 A. Correct.
17 Q. And my understanding is that you invite
18 representatives of the executive branch to attend,
19 correct?
2 0 A. Correct.
21 Q. And you’ve had individuals from the executive
22 branch attend, correct?
23 A. We invite the three branches of government.
24 We invite a representative from the executive branch,
25 from the legislative branch, from the judicial branch,
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1 and 9 representative from the military, and we see then1

2 as standing in the gap for their particular office 2
3 across the land. 3
4 Q. And so the actual activities held in the
5 Cannon office building, presumably it involves just5
6 more than getting these people together, correct? 6

7 You’ve got a program? 7
8 A. We have a prayer service. 8
9 Q. And are the representatives from the different9

10 branches of government asked to speak at this prayer10

i i service? I i

12 A. Yes. 12

13 Q. And have they in the past? 13

14 A. Yes. 14

15 Q. Representatives of the executive branch have,15
16 correct? 16

17 A. Yes. 17

18 Q. And the legislative branch as well, correct?18
19 A. Yes. 19
2 0 Q. Have you had any speaker from the judicial2 0
21 branch? 2
22 A. Yes. 22
2 3 Q. And they’re given at least a little suggestion2 3
2 4 of what you would like them to address in their 2 4
25 remarks, correct? 25

Page ? 9

1 A. Correct. 1
2 Q. You asked them to speak to the importance of2
3 religion in their own life, correct? 3

4 A. No. We ask them to give us the prayer needs4

5 and requests of their particular branch. For instance,5
6 the legislative branch would maybe ask a prayer for6

7 their families for the long hours that they put in, 7

8 that God would give them wisdom on the decisions that8
9 they make, and so they make some comments on their9

10 particular branch. And if they want to talk about what1
11 prayer has meant in their life, they’re free to do ! 1
12 that. 12
13 Then a representative of the National. Prayer13
14 Committee steps up on the platform and prays for that
1 5 particular area. For instance, the judge would be 15

16 standing in the gap for the judicial branch all across16
17 our land, and we would pray for all of our people that17

18 are involved in the judiciary, including all of you.t 8
19 Q. And it’s your testimony today, though, that in t 19
20 inviting representatives of the different branches of ] 20
21 government, that you don’t also encourage them to spea~ 2
22 about the role that religion has played in their | 22
23 lives? 123
2 4 A. We ask them -- we suggest that if they would 2
2..5. ,!!_k.e ! .o..sP__e_a.~..a_b..o.ut__p~y_e.r," y.ou kn0_w.," ,.haJ w. o.uld..b.e ....

[_25_.
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[~ne.
Q. So you don’t ask them to, you just suggest it,

is that the distinction you’re making?
A. We suggest it.
Q. The activities at the Cannon office building

then, are they televised?
A. I think the last year was the first time they -

were televised. I would say not televised. I would
say Webcast.

Q. And who televised it?
A. God TV.
Q. What is it called?
A. It’s called God TV.
Q. And who’s behind that?
A. Again, you would have to ask John Bornschein

who’s the adrniniswative director of the National Day
of Prayer. I don’t even know how big the affiliate
is.

Q. 2008 was televised, correct? Do you need a
break?

A. No. I saw you looking over there. I thought
someone came in.

Q. 2008 was televised, correct?
A. I believe so.
Q. And then was 2009 also?

Page 81

A. Yes.
Q. And do you know whether any effort was made

determine whether or not the broadcast was widely
viewed?

A. Again, you would have to ask our executive
director who handles the production, you know.

Q. Is it something that the task force pays
for?

A. If we’re charged, we do. Sometimes they give,
you know, free service. But if they charge us, we pay
for it.

Q. Do you know whether --
A. I think God "IV gave us the time.
Q. Do you pay anything for use of the Cartoon

office building?
A. No.
Q. Now, are you aware of any other National Day

of Prayer activities that are held in the Cannon office
building?

A. No. We just have the one prayer service.
Q. But, I mean, are you aware of any activities

organized and conducted in the Cannon office building
by other organizations?

A. Well, I know Dr. Corinthia Boone, who handles

th, e .W:~.sh.i.n.gto_,n,,2:~.. _e.v.e.n. t,. _s~.e~.as so.m.e km, d.of a ......
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service for pastors, but I don’t know where it’s held.
I don’t know what room it’s held in, but it’s in the
Cannon House office building. I think it serves
pastors.

Q. How does a person or an organization go about
getting access to use the Cannon office building for an
activity such as you host?

A. We make a request to the Speaker of the House,
and they have to approve it.

Q. And that’s at least since before you became
the chairman, that process has been going on,
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A. That’s true.
Q. But in terms of the history of the 1952

enactment, you not only were not there, but you have
not subsequently learned anything about the history of
that enactment?

A. No.
Q. And you’ve described what you know in terms

the enactment in 1988 designating a specific day for
the day of prayer, correct?

A. Yes.
Q. Has the task force, under your guidance, been11

12 correct?
13 A. Correct.
14 Q. Do you agree or disagree that the President
15 should not promote prayer?
16 MR. ROSENBERG: Objection as to form.
17 A. Can you state the question again?
18 MR. BOLTON: Can you read it back?
19 (The requested question was read back by the
2 0 reporter.)
21 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Let me rephrase it. Do yet
22 believe that the President should promote prayer?
2 3 A. I would like for him to, because he is the
2 4 leader of the nation. At least on the National Day of
2 5 Prayer, I would like him to encourage prayer.
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1 Q. And would that be true also, then, of
2 Congress?
3 A. Well, Congress already did. They signed in
4 1988 and 1952 that we should have a National Day of
5 Prayer.
6 Q. Now, do you know anything about the history
7 that 1952 legislative enactment signed by President
8 Eisenhower?
9 A. It was signed by President Truman.
0 Q. I’m sorry.

II A. No.
2 Q. Do you know whether it had anything to do wi
3 being a reaction to the Cold War that was going on ant
4 a response to communism7
5 A. I was in high school at that time. I had no
6 knowledge of that.
7 Q I understand. But you don’t have any
8 knowledge of the things that happened in the Bible
9 either, right?

20 A. Some. Well, not the history.
21 Q. Pardon me?
2 2 A. Not the creation of it, of course.
23 Q. But the fact that you weren’t there doesn’t
24 mean -- your knowledge is not limited to the things
25 that you actually personally witnessed, correct?

12 successful in what it’s intended to do?
13 A. Yes.
14 Q. And how do you determine that?
15 A. Well, when I took over the National Day of
16 Prayer, we had a very small coordinator base, and it
17 has grown --
18 Q. Very small what7
19 A. Coordinator base, volunteer base. And it has
20 grown under my leadership. I don’t take credit for it.
21 I see it as the blessing of God. I don’t take a
22 salary. I volunteer my time, so do all of our
2 3 ¯ coordinators. But the coordinator base has really
24 grown, and there’s been more involvement in the
2 5 National Day of Prayer in our nation.
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1 Q. Do you think that the task force has been
2 successful in mobilizing Christians to engage in
3 prayer7
4 A. Yes.
5 Q. And how do you measure that?
6 A. Just by the number of people that are involved

in the prayer movement.
Q. "In the prayer movement," is that what you

said?
10    A. Uh-huh.
I 1 Q. And when you say "the prayer movement," what

gl 2 do you mean by that?
13 A. Just people that are interested in prayer,
14 people that - like we have this initiative, the seven
i 5 centers of power, and we get people ordering bookmarb
16 with the seven centers of power on it and bulletin
17 inserts. So we can just tell from the mail and the
18 phone calls that it’s grown.
19 Q. Certainly this success in mobilizing a
20 Christian prayer movement, certainly the task force has
21 been successful, correct?
22 A. Yes.
23 Q. Do you attribute any of that success to the
24 fact that there is a designated day of prayer?
25 A. Yes, because it unifies people of faith. You
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know, we have students gather around the flagpoles o~
the National Day of Prayer. Some little children have
prayers on that day, and, you know, it’s good to have
something to -- you know, a central theme or a central
event that people can gather around, such as we
celebrate a lot of special days in our country.

Q. Now, in terms of the activities that are
organized by the task force, though, and the volunteer.
that you engage, my understanding is that those
volunteers must subscribe to the Christian-Judeo that
the task force adheres to; is that correct?

A. That’s correct.
Q. Has that always been the case?
A. Yes.
Q. My understanding is that the volunteers have

to sign something acknowledging that.
A. I’m not aware of that. You would have to ask

John Bomschein as an administrative --
Q. But certainly a limitation on your volunteer

base of people who do subscribe to the Christian-Jude
precepts that the task force believes in, you do
understand that to be a requirement, correct?

A. Correct. We have a separate 501(c)(3), and w~
are funded by people of this persuasion. So, of
course, we would want our volunteers to be conductin

Page 8 7

1 their prayer gatherings, you know, in the same
2 tradition.
3 Q. Now, is the tladition and the beliefs and the
4 expression that is promoted by the task force, does
5 that have any relationship to the Lausanne Covenant7
6 A. Yes.
7 Q. And can you tell me what the Lausanne -- am I
8 pronouncing it right, by the way?
9 A. Oh-huh.

10 Q. Can you tell me what the Lausanne is, as you
11 understand it?
12 A. You would have to ask Mrs. Vonette Bright that
13 question.
14 Q. I would have to ask her what you understand it
15 to be?
16 A. No. What she understood it to be.
17 Q. My question right now, though, is: Do you
18 have an understanding of what the Lausanne Covenant
! 9 is?
2 0 A. Not really.
21 Q. It’s really nothing that you could describe
22 for me?
23 A. Not really. 1 know the National Prayer
24 Committee came out of the Lausanne committee meetin
25 and I believe Billy Graham was there, and I don’t know,
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1 many different religious leaders. But other than that,
2 I don’t know much about it.
3 Q. And is the Lausanne Covenant something that
4 has been adopted by some religious body.’? In other
5 words, who are the people that signed off on the
6 Lausanne Covenant7
7 A. I don’t know. I’m sure Mrs. Bright did, but I
8 don’t know of the others. I don’t know who attended
9 that conference.

I 0 Q. Okay. So the Lausanne Covenant, though, is
11 not something that was adopted by any organized
12 religious entity itself?.
13 A. Not that I know of.
14 Q. And is it the Lausanne Covenant that the task
15 force subscribes to then?
16 A. I don’t know. Since we’re a project of the
17 National Prayer Committee, and if they subscribe to it
1 B I assume that we have to be at least on board.
19 Q. The relationship with the Lausanne Covenant t
~2 0 the task force, am I the first person to suggest that
21 there is some relationship to you?
22 A. Yes,
2 3 Q. You’ve never heard that relationship expressed
2 4 before?

~,2 5 A. No.
Page 89

1 Q. But certainly you had heard of the Lausanne
2 Covenant before?
3 A. Yes, I have. I believe it’s on our Website.
4 Q. Well, I’ve tried to read everything on your
5 Website, but I may have missed it.
6 A. I’m not sure, but it may be.
7 Q. Have you selected an annual th%me for 2010?
8 A. Not yet.
9 Q. And who will be involved in that selection

10 process? Is that basically something that ultimately
11 you’re responsible for7
12 A. Yes.
13 Q. Now, my understanding is that in 2009,
14 President Obama participated much less in any organize~
15 National Day of Prayer activities than his
16 predecessors; is that correct?
17 A. That’s correct.
18 Q. He was certainly invited to participate --
19 well, did the task force invite him to participate in
20 any activities7
21 MR. ROSENBERG: Objection.
22 A. No. All we asked for from President Obama was
2 3 for a proclamation. We requested it.
24 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Were you disappointed that
2 5 President Obama engaged in a less visible promotion of

23 (Pages 86 to 89)

RESLING REPORTING SERVICES

?b267d$8-9009-47be-gd$3-iOce3db4aScd    [



Case: 3:08-cv-00588-bbc Document #: 102-2 Filed: 12/10/2009 Page 24 of 46

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
ii
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

IO
II
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 90

the day of prayer after he was elected?
,MR. THERIOT: Objection, vague.

A. I was happy with the proclamaden that he
wrote.

Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Okay. But were you unhapp’.
about anything?

MR. THERIOT: You know, I object because it’s
vague. You can answer it, if you know.

Q. (BY MR.. BOLTON) i’m not asking about anythin!
you know, including the price of produce. My question
was more limited to what we were talking about. We
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1 A. No, no. [ wasn’t clear then.
2 BY MR. BOLTON: Can you read back the
3 question7
4 (The requested question was read back by the
5 reporter.)
6 A. Are what you saying is, do I think it’s
7 important that the President sign a proclamation?
8 Q. (BY MR. BOLTOb0 Yes.
9 A. Ido.

i 0 Q. And why is that?
11 A. Well, he is the leader of our country, and

were talking about Presidem Obama. It may not come as
a surprise to you, but you and your husband were at
least quoted as expressing disappointment in the
President. Are you hearing that for the first time’?.

A. No.
Q. And did you, in fact, express disappointment

with the President.’?
A. I never talked to the President, but, of

course, I was disappointed because former presidents
have celebrated the National Day of Prayer in some way.
So I was hoping President Obama would celebrate our
nation’s day of prayer in some tangible way.

Q. He did issue the proclamation, though,
correct?

Page 91

A. Yes. It was a good proclamation.
Q. And it encouraged -- whether he was out front

engaged in corporate activities, he certainly
encouraged people to pray in their own way, correct?

A. Correct.
Q. And certainly prayer can be done on an

individual basis without corporate activities,
correct?

A. Of course.
Q. And, in fact, the task force was successful in

mobilizing around the National Day of Prayer
designation even without the President engaging in
activities such as his predecessors had, correct?.

A. Correct. The National Day of Prayer doesn’t
belong to any one man. it belongs to the American
people.

Q. And central to that, then, is the designation
by the President in the proclamation of the day,
correct.’? .                                        i 9

MR. THERIOT: Objection, vague. | 2 0
A. (Wimess indicating in the affirmative.)

t          21Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) You nodded. Was that a yes 22
A. I’m not sure. Can you restate it? I’m not |23

sure what your question was.
[                        24Q. But until you heard the objection - 25

12 many people look to the President as the moral leader
13 and sometimes even the spiritual leader. And since
14 this is a day set aside by Congress for the American
15 people, he’s the leader of the American people, we
16 would like to see him encourage people of all faiths to
17 pray on that day.
i 8 MR. THERIOT: Rich, it’s been an hour. Do yo
19 want to take a few minutes7
20 MR. BOLTON: That’s fine.

21 (A brief break was taken.)
2 2 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Now, the task force, as wl
2 3 discussed, has maintained a Website, correct?
24 A. That’s correct.
2 5 Q. Am I correct that it’s described as the
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I official Website of the National Day of Prayer?
2 A. I think you’ll see National Day of Prayer Task
3 Force.
4 Q. Pardon me?
5 A. I believe it says "National Day of Prayer Task
6 Force."
7 Q. And this may be a little bit tedious. What
8 I’m going to do now is ask you to identify some
9 documents, and I’ll ask a few questions about a numbe
i 0 of them, but more than anything, we’re in the process
! 1 right now of just identifying and getting a little bit
12 of description.
13 MR. BOLTON: Tom, the first document is fron
14 the task force Website, and it discusses their mission
15 and vision and values that you’ll get a copy of with
16 the transcript, but that’s the first document that
17 we’re marking.
18 MR. BELLAVIA: Thank you.

(Exhibit ! was marked for identification.)
Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Exhibit I is from the task

force Website; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. Have you seen this before.’?
A. Yes.
Q. And were you involved with the articulation of
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1 the mission statement for the task force?
2 A. No.
3 Q. Do you know whether that mission statement
4 came from the National Prayer Committee?
5 A. I would imagine the National Prayer Committee.
6 along with maybe members of the task force, put this
7 together.
8 Q. Were you involved at all in putting this
9 together or reviewing it to see if it accurately stated
10 the task force’s position?
II A. No.
12 Q. Have you ever seen it before?
13 A. Yes.
14 Q. And, to your knowledge, does it accurately
15 state the mission and vision and values of the task
16 force?
17 A. It does.
18 Q. Now, the task force Website also includes a
19 variety of other pages. Have you, to your knowledge,
20 looked at all of what’s on your Website?
21 A. I haven’t, because I’m not a techie. I
22 usually have to have somebody pull it up for me.
2 3 Q. Looking at Exhibit 1, by the way, where it
2 4 says -- on the left-hand side, there’s some description
2 5 of different pages. Do you see that, where it says at
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Q. That’s a good point. Normally what it just
has is the flag and the National Day of Prayer on
different documents, correct?

A. And on different documents, it says -- it has
the flag and National Day of Prayer Task Force.

Q. Okay.
MR. THER/OT: And, incidentally, I want to

object to this document to the extent I don’t think
it’s clear from the document itself, but the task force
is included in the logo up there.

MR. BOLTON: Pardon me?
MR. THERIOT: The task force is included on

the Website in the logo up there. It’s just not
reflected in this document because it’s just not a
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the very top, it says, "About NDP"?
A. Yes.
Q. So, certainly, the task force, in its Website,

shortens the description of the entity to just NDP
rather than task force, correct?

A. Well, I think if you look at the entire page,
it alludes to the task force.

Q. Pardon?
A. I think if you look at the entire page --

let’s see. Well, if you take the Website in context,
many, many times it says "National Day of Prayer Ta~,
Force."

Q. Okay. But certainly in the description of the
different pages, it’s shortened to just NDP, correct?

A. Correct.
Q. And then we discussed the logo. One of the

loges at least, that’s shown up in the upper left-hand
comer of Exhibit 1, correct?

A. Correct.
Q. And that’s probably the most common logo tha

is used by the task force, correct?
A. Correct.
Q. And certainly -- go ahead.
A. Not in its entirety. Our logo doesn’t include

"Official Website."

15 great copy.
16 MR. ROSENBERG: It’s very faint.
17 A. It’s underneath the flag, I think.
18 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) I’m not seeing it, but I wil
19 look. It does say, though, that it is the "National
20 Day of Prayer Official Website," correct?
21 A. It is the official Website for the
22 Judeo-Christian expression of the National Day of
23 Prayer.
24 Q. Okay. And, certainly, National Day of Prayer
25 is in much -- can we agree that it is in much larger
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t type than the reference to the task force?
2 A. Yes.
3 Q. In terms of the inclusion of the American flag
4 on the logo, to you, is the inclusion of the American
5 flag on the logo, is that significant?
6 A. I believe it is, because-it represents
7 America.
8 Q. And so, certainly, there is an attempt then to
9 associate the National Day of Prayer Official Website

10 of the task force with this being an American day that
d.1 is being honored?
2 A. It is our nation’s day of prayer.
3 Q. There are other pages on the Website, on the
4 NDP Task Force website, that discuss such things as
5 prayer and what makes for effective prayer, correct?
6 Not on the exhibit that you have, but you’re familiar

17 with the Website, correct?
18 MR. THERIOT: Objection. She’s actually
19 testified that she’s not that familiar with it, is my
20 understanding.
21 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Okay. I may have
22 misunderstood. You have viewed or not viewed your
23 Website?
24 A. Parts of it.
25 Q. Are you aware of a page that’s entitled "What

25 (Pages 94 to 97)
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1 Makes Prayer Work"?
2 A. I have not seen that page.
3 Q. How about a page entitled "Why We Pray"?
4 A. I have not seen that page.
5 Q. And so if ! asked you about them in terms of
6 any personal familiarity with those pages, you would
7 not have any familiarity; is that correct?
8 A. What do you call the first page -- help me out
9 here - when you open up somebody’s Website?

I0 MR. THERIOT: Home page.
11 A. The home page I’m familiar with, but not the
12 different links.
13 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) In terms of"What Makes Pray~
14 Work," though, it begins by saying, "It’s all about a
15 relationship," and you would agree with that,
16 correct?
1.7 A. A relationship with the Holy God.
18 Q. On the page entitled "Why We Pray," there’s a
19 statement that it is the goal -- "It’s our goal," which
20 would be the task force’s goal, "that you, your family
21 and friends would participate in the National Day of
22 Prayer. We pray that the event impacts your life, and
23 that praying for our nation moves from a one-day event
24 to a lifetime endeavor. So join us on the first
25 Thursday of May and pray with conviction that God would

Page 99

1 continue to shed his grace on thee." Is that a
2 statement that you would agree with?
3 A. I would agree with that.
4 Q. There’s a page entitled "Definition of
5 Judeo-Christian," and that is included, I assume, as a
6 reference for the orientation of the task force,
7 correct?
8 A. Are you referring still to the Website?
9 Q. Pardon?

I0 A. Are you referring to the Website page?
11 Q. This is a definition from a page on your
12 Website.
13 A. I would have to read it.
14 Q Okay.
15 (Exhibit 2 was marked for identification.)
1 6 A. I would agree.
17 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) That is an accurate statemen
18 of the orientation ofthe task force?
19 A. Yes.
20 Q it states that the task force uses the term,
21 "With reference to the standard of morality and family
22 values which is common to both the Old and New
23 Testaments, and which has over the centuries formed the
24 foundation for ethics and culture in Western society."
25 Do you see that?

Page i00

A. Yes, I do.
Q. Now, my understanding is that, in a variety of

contexts, the task force has expressed its position on
some moral and political issues; is that correct?

M~. ROSENBERG: Objection to form.
Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Has the task force - wid

reference to that standard of morality, that would
include, for instance, issues such as their views on
homosexuality?

A. No. We are apolitical.
Q. What about -- well, let me back up. What do

you mean by "apolitical"?
A. We don’t get involved in political issues.

We’re about prayer. We’re not about, you know,
homosexuality or abortion or any of those issues.

Q. So you would say that those are political
issues rather than issues that relate to a standard of
morality and family values that you associate with the
Old and New Testaments?

A. Well, they certainly affect the family and I
do think they are moral issues, but that has nothing to
do with the task force and our job to mobilize
prayer.

Q. Pardon?
A. That has nothing to do with the task force and
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I our job to mobilize prayer.
2 Q. But in terms of the definition of
3 Judeo-Christian that is provided in your Website then,
4 when you say that you use it, "With reference to a
5 standard of morality and family values, which is commot
6 to both the Old and New Testaments," my understandingI
7 is that that is the expression then, the
8 Christian-Judeo expression, that is forwarded by the
9 task force, correct?

10 A. Your question is vague.
i i Q. Pardon?
12 A. Your question is vague.
13 MR. THERIOT: Objection, question vague. You
7, 4 can ask him to repeat it. I should have objected,
15 you’re right.
16 A. Okay. I’m not quite clear.
17 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Okay. Well, I’m not sure
18 what -- my understanding is that you provide a
19 definition of Judeo-Christian, which, as I understand,
20 is the expression that is forwarded by the task force
21 in the activities that it engages in, correct?
22 A. I would say that’s correct.
23 Q. Pardon?
24 A. I would say that’s correct.
25 Q. Okay. And the term "expression of

26 (Pages 98 to i01)
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1 Judeo-Christian precepts" was actually a phrase that I 1 correct?
2 believe you first used too; is that correct? 2 A. I wouldn’t say commands it. You know, the Old

3 A. Correct. 3 Testament scripture says that, I would but men
4 Q. Okay. So when you say "expression of 4 everywhere would lift up all their hands in prayer." I
5 Judeo-Christian values," I guess i’m not sure what you5 think prayer gives strength to the inner man, I believe
6 mean because, on the one hand, you say that prayer has6 it brings God’s blessing not only on individuals but on
7 nothing to do with any of these things, and yet, on the 7 nations, and I think prayer is very important.

8 other hand, you tell me that it is utilizing 8 Q. Does it change outcomes?
9 Judeo--Christian expression. 9 A. l think it does.

10 MR. THERIOT: Objection. That 10 Q. So do you believe that there are outcomes in
11 mischaracterizes her testimony. 11 our history that have been affected by your view that
12 A. Well, if you read here, it says, "The meaning 12 we are -- well, do you hold a view that we are
13 of the term like ’]udeo-Christian’ depends much on the! 3 essentially a Christian nation?

14 intention or the interpretation of the speaker or 14 MR. THERIOT: Objection, asked and answered.
15 writer who uses it. We routinely use it." And then it 15 MR. ROSENBERG: And objection to form.

16 goes on to say, you know, reference to that standard of16 MR. THERIOT: So it’s the last part of the
17 morality. So Judeo-Clu’istian literally means Old 17 question that you wanted her to answer, right, the "Do
18 Testament and New Testament, the God of the Bible, anc18 you agree that we’re a Christian nation"?
19 so that is our expression. 19 MR. BOLTON: Right.
20 Q. And the expression being the standard of 2 0 A. 1 agree that we were founded on Christian
21 morality and family values that is expressed in the Old21 principles.
22 and New Testaments? 22 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Do you believe that those
23 A. Correct. 2 3 Christian values have influenced the course of the
24 Q. And that is the expression that is utilized by 24 nation’s history?
25 the task force in its NDP-organized activities, 25 A. I do.

Page 103 Page 105

1 correct? 1 Q. In a positive or a negative way?
2 A. You would say the Bible is our handbook. 2 A. Positive.
3 Q. That’s the extent of the expression, of 3 Q. And is it your view that if the nation strays
4 Judeo-Christian expression? 4 from Christian values, that less favorable outcomes
5 A. Well, l imagine the Jewish religion has 5 will occur?
6 another expression, and Judeo-Christian is Protestant,6 A. I agree.
7 Catholic and Jewish. 7 (Exhibit 3 was marked for identification.)

8 Q. Do you believe that there is a need to pray, 8 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Mrs. Dobson, we’ve marked ~
9 that everyone should pray? 9 document entitled Exhibit 3. Are you familiar with

10 A. Well, the last Bama research shows that 10 that document7
11 88 percent of Americans pray, and 82 believe that 11 A. Yes.
12 prayer is answered. 12 Q. And can you describe it or identify it?

13 Q. So you would say that whether or not there’s a13 A. It’s a letter to the governor.

14 need to pray is a function of the survey, or are you 14 Q. Now, the letter that we have is dated -- it
15 saying -- 1 mean, what I want to get at isn’t whether15 shows the date of January 22 of 2009, correct?

16 or not most people pray or not. Is it your position 16 A. Correct.
17 that people should pray, that they need to pray? 17 Q. And it says, "Dear Governor," and then it

18 A. Yes. 18 says, "Last name." This is a form letter that was sent

19 Q. Pardon? 19 toallofthegovemors?

20 A. Yes. 20 A. Yes.

21 MR. ROSENBERG: Objection, form. lt’sa 21 Q. And it was sent to all of the govemors in

22 compound question. 22 anticipation of the 2009 National Day of Prayer; is
23 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) And one of the reasons tha2 3 that correct?

24 you believe there is a need to pray is because the God24 A. Yes.

25 that you believe in commands that his followers pray,I 25 Q And in the first paragraph, at the end of the

27 (Pages 102 to 105)

RESLING REPORTING SERVICES

7b267d$8-9009-47be-gd83-20ce3db4aScd



Case: 3:08-cv-00588-bbc Document #: 102-2 Filed: 12/10/2009 Page 28 of 46

Page 106

1 first paragraph - and by the way, this is an aside,
2 this letter would have been signed and went out over
3 your signature, correct?
4 A. Correct.
5 Q. And this would have been sent to all of the
6 governors7
7 A. Correct, yes.
8 Q. The last sentence of the first paragraph makes
9 reference to "proclaiming reliance on an Almighty God

10 and calling Americans to come before Him on behalf ot
11 our nation." Is that, at least from the perspective of
12 the task force, one of the things that you think is
13 desirable about the National Day of Prayer as
14 designated by the President that you say, it behooves
15 us to honor the precedent established by presidents and
16 leaders, proclaiming reliance on an Almighty God and
17 calling Americans to come before Him on behalf of our
18 nation. Is that what you understand the National Day
19 of Prayer is about7
20 A. Yes.
21 Q. And then in the second paragraph toward the
2 2 end, you indicate what the NDP task force theme is and
2 3 the supporting scripture, correct?
24 A. Correct.
2 5 Q. And then in the next paragraph, you ask the

Page 107

1 governors to lend their support through a public
2 proclamation declaring May 7th, 2009 as the National
3 Day of Prayer, correct?
4 A. Correct.
5 Q. And so certainly the proclamations issued by
6 the governors, then, as you understand it, are a form
7 of lending support to the National Day of Prayer and
8 what it has come to stand for?
9 A. Lending support in our nation’s day of prayer,

I0 yes.
11 (Exhibit 4 was marked for identification.)
12 MR. THEKIOT: There’s not a question pending
13 is there?
14 MR. BOLTON: No.
15 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Have you looked at the
16 document?
17 A. I have.
18 Q. Exhibit 4 is a document that you’re familiar
19 with?
20 A. Yes.
21 Q. It’s a form letter that you sent out in
22 January of 2009 to your various state coordinators; is
23 that correct?
2 4 A. I don’t know who it went to. I’m sure it went
2 5 to the state coordinators, but it also could be --
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1 let’s see. Let me just finish reading this.
2 Q. In the third paragraph, it says, "In your role
3 as a state coordinator."
4 A. Yes, then it went to the state coordinators.
5 Q. This is a letter that you would have - did
6 you write it?
7 A. This was written with Master Writers.
8 Q. And the letter reflects your views, though,
9 correct?
i 0 A. Yes.
11 Q. In the first paragraph, you indicate that,
12 "The overwhelming response last year," which would hay
13 been 2008, "was deeply encouraging," and that you
! 4 anticipate even greater involvement in 2009; is that
15 correct?
16 A. That’s correct.
17 Q. When you say the response last year and the
18 involvement was great, what do you mean by that?
19 A. Number of prayer gatherings.
20 Q. Okay. In the third paragraph of Exhibit 4,
21 you state, "As in the past, it is critical that we
22 garner the support of our nation’s leaders for our
23 efforts." Doyou see that?
24 A. Ido.
25 Q. And do you agree with that statement?

Page 109

A. Ido.
Q. When you say "it is critical," what do you

mean by that?
A. Well, I believe that people look to their

leaders in giving them direction. So I think it’s
critical that the leaders do support this nation’s day
of prayer because they’re role models to their
people.

Q. And so in terms of the overwhelming response
in terms of the number of prayer events that the task
force has been organizing, you would agree, then, the!
the proclamations issued by the various public
officials is important to getting the response that
you’ve been getting?

A. That’s not what it was -- it was not meant by
"response" that the governors were signing
proclamations. It just meant that there was more
involvement at the graas-roots level, more response,
more prayer gatherings.

Qo Okay. But in terms of facilitating that
involvement, is there any relationship, then, to the
support of the nation’s leaders for your efforts7 I
mean, do you get better participation in these events
by getting support from national leaders7

A. No. ! think we would have the same support
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1 without them.
2 Q. So your view is, if the governors, for
3 instance, issued no proclamations, it would have no
4 effect on the organizing activities of the -’ or the
.5 mobilizing activities of the task force?
6 A. We would still have prayer gatherings, but l
7 think the people of their state would be very
8 disappointed if they didn’t acknowledge the National
9 Day of Prayer in some way.

10 Q. And why do you say that?
11 A. 1ust from the feedback from our state
12 coordinators, that ira governor doesn’t sign a
13 proclamation, that people are disappointed. They hear
14 from their constituents.
15 Q. And in terms of garnering the support of
3. 6 leaders for your efforts, I mean, what is it that -- 1
1"/ mean, is the issuing of a proclamation an example of
18 garnering such support?
19 A. Well, the first Thursday of May is our
20 National Day of Prayer, and, you know, we hope that
21 leaders of our country will call the nation to prayer.
22 But, again, we can request it, but that’s all we can
23 do.
2 4 Q. And, in fact, when you say that, "It is
2 5 critical to garner the support" in the next sentence of
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I1 Q. I see. So when you say you invite the
2 governors to actively participate, most appropriately
3 on the steps of the capitol building, it is so that
4 they can be there when they’re being prayed for’?.
5 A. Correct.
6 Q. And then the next sentence in that paragraph
7 where you say, "In order to maintain your
8 credibility -- and that of the NDP task force" --
9 A. Where is that? Oh, right here. I see it.

I 0 Q. You say, "It is imperative that such an event
11 involve a well-organized, substantial assembly." Do
12 you see that7
13 A. Yes.
14 Q. And that’s because you want the governor to
15 know that the prayer for him is well-organized?
16 (A brief break was taken to reconnect
17 telephone communication with Mr. Bellavia.)
18 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) What you were telling m~
19 Mrs. Dobson, is that the reason you are seeking the

20 governors’ active participation in NDP observances is
21 so that you can pray for the individual governor or
22 government official?
23 A. We always gather around and pray for the
24 governor, if he attends an event. He’s always prayed
25 for, and, you know, the state legislature is prayed

2 5 like them to participate is so we can pray for them.

Exhibit 4, you state that the role of the 1

coordinator -- or part of the role -- is to help in 2
obtaining a written proclamation from the governor of3
the particular state coordinator’s state, correct? 4

A. Uh-huh. 5
Q. In fact, you suggest encouraging a personal6

visit to the governor’s office, correct? 7
A. Yes. If they do not write a proclamation, we 8

ask them to set up an appointment at the governor’s 9
office and, you know, request it as a follow-up. 10

Q. And then in Paragraph 4 of Exhibit 4, you urge11

the state coordinators to invite each governor of their12
particular state to actively participate in an NDP 13
observance, most appropriately on the steps of the 4

capitol building. Again, the reason for asking for 15

that involvement, and particularly on the steps of the 16

capitol building, is in order to give visibility to the 17
occasion? 18

A. Well, part of our mission statement is that we 19
are trying to mobilize people to pray for their leaders2 0

and for America. So when a mayor or a governor decide:2 !
to participate, we like that because we can pray for ’ 2 2

them and we can pray for their families and for ’ 23
whatever their needs are. The only reason we would24

25
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for, any leaders in that particular venue are prayed
for. They’re prayed for when the governor doesn’t show
up, but it’s always nice if he does decide to
participate.

Q. And you state that in order to maintain the
coordinators’ credibility and that of the NDP task
force, that it’s imperative that such an event, one
involving the governor, and preferably on the steps of
the capitol building, be well-organized and have a
substantial assembly?

A. Well, we don’t want to invite the governor out
to two people on the capitol steps. We want to have a
good showing.

Q. But the fact of the matter is, you do want
these public officials to show up and participate in
these observances, correct?

A. We would like to pray for them.
Q. Now, 1 mean, my understanding is that you also

would like these government officials to speak at the
occasion also, right?

A. That’s up to them.
Q. Well, I understand it’s up to them. My

question was: Would you like them to participate by
speaking at these observances?
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]. Q. And, certainly, that goes beyond just
2 attending these functions so that they can be prayed
3 for, right? Attendance at these occasions isn’t just
4 so that they can be an object of prayer, right?
5 A. We would like for them to speak about the
6 nation’s day of prayer, and then we would like to pray
7 for them also, but what the governor do~$ at these
B events is totally up to them. We can’t dictate it. We
9 can request it only.

10 (Exhibit 5 was marked for identification.)
l i Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Exhibit 5, Mrs. Dobson, is th,
12 letter that you sent to President Obama this year,
13 correct?
14 A. Correct.
15 Q. And you requested his support for the National
16 Day of Prayer, correct?
17 A. Correct.
18 Q. And in the third paragraph of your letter, you
19 state, "An integral part of this yearly national
20 observance is the official presidential proclamation
21- issued by the White House," correct?
22 A. Correct.
23 Q. And in terms of that, in terms of the
24 observances that you’re organizing, that presidential
25 proclamation, having it in hand, is very important,
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1 correct7
2 A. It is, but presidents throughout our history
3 have called for a National Day of Prayer.
4 Q. And you go on to state that, "In recent years,
5 the NDP Task Force has worked with the Clinton and Bus
6 administrations to craft the wording for the
7 presidential proclamation." And you talked about that
8 earlier, correct?
9 A. Correct.

10 Q. And, in fact, you apparently sent a proposed
11 draft of a presidential proclamation to President
12 Obama, correct’?.
13 A. Yes.
14 Q. [ don’t believe I actually received a copy of
15 the draft proclamation that you sent to the President.
16 A. I can get it for you.
17 Q. Pardon?
18 A. 1 can get it for you.
19 Q. Let me ask, not having seen it, would I be on
20 pretty solid ground guessing that it includes some
21 reference to this year’s theme and the supporting
22 scripture?
23 A. As ! said earlier, our letters that go out
24 around the National Day of Prayer always state the
25 theme and the supporting scripture.

Page ii 6

I    Q. The letters like this one that you sent to
2 President Obama?
3 A. It always includes the theme and the
4 supporting scripture.
5 Q. But you also indicated that you’re not
6 really - that you make no effort to persuade or push
7 government officials to include the annual theme and
8 the supporting scripture in their own proclamation,
9 correct?

i0 A. Correct.
~ I I Q. What I’m getting at is, the draft of the
12 proclamation that you sent to President Obama, that L,
13 the draI~ that, if you had your druthers, he would use,
14 right?
15 A. It’s to really help the writers. If they
16 don’t have to craft a proclamation for the President,
17 this is just one they can look at, and it makes it
18 easier for them.
19 Q. Sure. And not having seen it, what I was
20 speculating, though, is this form that you sent to the
21 President, did it include this year’s theme and
22 supporting scripture?
23 A. I don’t know. I have to look at that.
24 Q. And you said that that’s something that you
25 could lay your hands on fairly readily?
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1 A. Yes.
2 MR. ROSENBERG: Rich, I actually think I hav(
3 a copy, if that’s helpful.
4 MR. BOLTON: Oh, good.
5 (Exhibit 6 was marked for identification.)
6 MR. ROSENBERG: Just to be clear, this was a
7 document that was produced by Mrs. Dobson. I don’t
8 want to make any representations as to the document.
9 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) So Exhibit 6, then, is the
l 0 letter and the proposed proclamation; is that
11- correct?
12 A. Yes. The top sheet is requesting a
13 proclamation, and the second one is his actual
14 proclamation.
15 Q. And I’m just looking at it. It doesn’t look
! 6 like you included the annual theme in this particular
1-7 proclamation; is that correct?
18 MR. THERIOT: He’s asking about -- I think we
1.9 need to clear something up. My understanding is,
20 you’re testifying that this is not your proposed

21 proclamation.
22 THE WITNESS: No, no. They didn’t use
23 anything that we sent.
24 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Say that again.
2 5 A. President Obama’s team did not use any part of
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1 the draft that we sent them. This is his actual
2 proclamation.
3 Q. Oh, okay. Okay. I see.
4 MR. ROSENBERG: Maybe we should go offth~
5 record for a second.
6 (An off-the-record discussion was held.)
7 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Is it fair to say,
8 Mrs. Dobson, that whether or not the second page to
9 Exhibit 6 was the actual draft proclamation that you

10 sent to President Obama, you just don’t know?
11 A. I don’t know.
12 Q. Okay. You’ve got Exhibit 6 right in front of
13 you, though?
14 A. Ido.
15 Q. In the third paragraph of the letter that you
16 wrote to President Obama, and that would be the first
17 page of Exhibit 6 - or Exhibit 5 that we were just
18 looking at, this, though, was a letter that you
19 actually did send to the President, correct?
20 A. Yes.
21 Q. And what you’re proposing to do there was whal
22 you had done in recent years with the Clinton and Bush
23 administrations in terms of helping to craft the
24 wording of the presidential proclamation?
2 5 A. We sent them a draft, yes.
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MR. ROSENBERG: Objection as to which Bush
administration. Also, compound for Clinton and Bush.

MR. BOLTON: Say that again.
MR. ROSENBERG: Objection because you referrei

to the Bush administration. Which Bush adminis~’ation?
And compound as to Bush and Clinton. I’m not sure we
ever established what role, if any, the National Day of
Prayer Task Force played regarding the Clinton
administration.

Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Well, in the letter that we’re
looking at there that you wrote to President Obama, you
wrote that, "In recent years, the NDP Task Force has
worked with the Clinton and Bush administrations to
draft the wording for the presidential proclamation."
You wrote that, correct, in the third paragraph?

A. Let me see. Correct.
Q. And that was a correct statement?
A. lfby sending a draft means craft, yes.
Q. And that would have been true for -- I mean,

I’m not saying that they adopted it or anything, but
you sent drafts to both the Clinton administration and
the Bush administration, correct?

A. VCe have to the Bush administrations. I don’t
remember if we did to Clinton or not.

Q. But you wrote to President Obama that you had,
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1 correct?
2 A. Yes.
3 Q. And presumably at the time that you wrote this
4 letter, you intended to be accurate in the information
5 that you were conveying to the President, correct?
6 A. That’s correct. But, again, I worked with
7 Master Writers on crafting these letters, and they
8 usually do the background check on it. So if it says
9 Clinton, then we probably did send a draft.

10 Q. So the facts stated in this letter, there was
11 some effort to actually verify the accuracy of the
12 statements?
13 A. They usually did a background check.
14 Q. In a letter that you wrote to Representative
15 Michael Bachmann -
16 A. Michele Bachmann.
17 Q. I’m sorry. Michele Bachmann, that’s somebody
18 that you know, correct?
19 A. I do know her.
20 Q. And she’s worked with you - she’s attended
21 National Day of Prayer activities in D.C. in the
22 past?
23 A. The Cannon House office building is open to
24 our representatives to drop in and have prayer if they
25 choose, and Michele Bachmann has dropped in from tim.
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to time in the prayer service.
(Exhibit 7 was marked for identification.)

Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Exhibit 7 is the letter thx
you wrote to Representative Bachmann?

A. Yes.
Q. And, again, you thank her for agreeing to

participate in the NDP observance in 2009, correct?
A. As stated before, we asked for a

representative from the judicial, the legislature, the
executive branch, and the military, and we asked her
represent the legislature.

Q. And in your letter to her, you include a
3 reference to the 2009 theme and supporting scripture,
4 correct?
5    A. In all of our letters that go out for the
6 National Day of Prayer, we put the theme and the

17 supporting scripture on it.
18 Q. And then you state, "There is certainly no
19 better time than now to point Americans to the eternal
20 source of encouragement and help," and that would b(
21 the God of your Bible, correct?
22 A. The God of the Bible, yes.
23 Q. And is it your understanding that this year’s
2 4 theme and supporting scripture, that that is how you
2 5 understand or how you intended that theme and
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1 supporting scripture to be interpreted, as an effort to
2 point Americans to the eternal source of encouragement
3 and help?
4 A. Y~s.
5 Q. Pardon?
6 A. Yes.
7 Q. On Page 2 of the letter to Representative
8 Bachmann, you give a little bit of guidance in terms of
9 preparing the message that she would be asked - as a

10 representative of the House of Representatives, she
11. would be a speaker at the Cannon office building?
12 A. Yes.
13 Q. Now, earlier you indicated to me that you
14 didn’t ask speakers to describe the role of prayer in
15 their lives, but at least in this particular letter,
16 you did ask that she briefly describe how prayer has
17 played a valuable role in her personal and professional
18 life, correct?
19 A. Correct.
20 Q. And that’s language that you include in a lot
21 of these letters to people that are being invited to
22 participate, correct?
23 A. It depends. I know Michele Bachraann
24 personally, I know that she has a deep faith in God, I
25 know that she prays, and so she was asked to share
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1 that, if she chose to.
2 Q. Have you ever had a speaker at the Cannon
3 office building function representing any of the
4 branches of government that you knew did not have an
b particular religious bent7
6 A. Most of the people that we invite, we know
7 that they are p~ople of faith.
8 Q. And, in fact, that’s, quite frankly, one of
9 the characteristics that you seek in speakers at the

10 Cannon office building activities, correct?
11 A. Correct.
12 (Exhibit 8 was marked for identification.)
13 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Exhibit 8, I’m guessing yo
14 may not have ever seen before, or have you?
15 A. Let me see. Let me just take a moment. 1
16 have seen this.
17 Q. You have, okay. And what is it?
18 A. Anne Ryun is former Congressman Jim gyun’s
19 wife, and she was the hostess that helped seat people
20 at the Cannon House office building along with other
21 congressional wives.
2 2 Q. She doesn’t have any official relationship
23 with the task force, correct?
24 A. No. Volunteer.
2 5 Q. And she’s kind of on this postCannon activity
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1 recouflt, COrrect.9

2 A. Correct.
3 Q. And she says that, by her count, twice as man,
4 congressmen attended this year’s event than for the
5 last 12 years that she’s been involved.
6 A. Yes.
7 Q. And this was the 2009 prayer day activity,
8 correct?
9 A. Yes.

10 Q. And the next couple of pages in, there’s some
11 list. Do you understand that this is the list of the
12 congressmen that attended the Cannon office building
13 A. Yes.
14 Q. And she lists the names of the individuals
15 that attended and gives their -- it look like she’s
16 giving, for most of them at least, their Washington,
17 DC. official office address, correct?
18 A. Yes.
19 Q. And then she indicates in a parentheses by
20 each name, it looks like an R followed by a state
21 abbreviation. The R, I assume, reflects the party
22 affiliation of the attendees; is that correct?
23 A. Yes.
24 Q. It looks like participation in the Cannon
25 office building -- or attendance at the Cannon office

page 1.25

building function is primarily a Republican-dominated
event. Is that typical?

A. I would say we have more Republican
congressmen attending than Democrat. Maybe that say:
something about their prayer life.

Q. About what?
A. Maybe that says something about their prayer

life.
Q. I’m missing the last part of it. I’m missing

the punch line.
A. I said, jokingly, maybe that says something

about their prayer life.
Q. Oh, yeah, yeah. Well, you should ask them,

send them that in next year’s letter.
A. I would like to say that Democrats -- all

Democrats and Republicans are invited. We send out
letters of invitation to all of them.

(Exhibit 9 was marked for identification.)
Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Exhibit 9 is a letter by you

written in August of 2008 to Father Daniel Coughlin; is
that correct7

A. Correct.
Q. And he’s the chaplain for the House of

Representatives7
A. Yes, he is.                           .
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3. Q. And he, apparently, participated in the 2008
2 activities at the Cannon office building?
3 A. Yes.
4 Q. Had he previously participated, or was this
5 the first year that he actively participated?
6 A. He’s participated before.
7 Q. In the second paragraph of your letter to
8 Father Coughlin, you comment that, basically, work
9 never stops, you’re working on the ’09 observance

10 already, and you tell him what the prayer theme will be’
11 and the supporting scripture. And then you indicate,
12 in the last sentence of the paragraph, that the theme
13 for ’09 reflects your "conviction that hope for the
14 future is found only through God’s mercy and provision
15 as his people humble themselves before His throne." D
16 you see that?
17 A. Yes.
18 Q. You were sincerely indicating to him how you
19 understand the theme for ’09, you know, how at least
2 0 you interpret it and why you chose that theme?
21 A. Yes.
2 2 Q. Condoleezza Rice, did she participate in the
2 3 2008 activities?
24 A. She was invited but couldn’t participate. She
2 5 was out of the country.
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1 Q. In the letter to her relating to the ’08
2 observance, you stated that the Cannon office building
3 event is symbolic of thousands of others taking place
4 throughout the country. Is that one of the reasons for
5 holding it in the Cannon office building in terms of
6 the symbolism?
7 A. No. As I said, the event at the Cannon office
8 building is not any more important than the other
9 events across the nation. The reason we hold it there

10 is because it is the seat of our government, and we’re
11 there to pray for our government.
12 Q. And so for that reason, it’s certainly
13 preferable, from your perspective, to have it in the
14 Cannon office building than, for instance, in a hotel
15 conference room or something like you - you said the
16 night before, you have an event which is more of a
17 social event, as I understand it, correct?
18 A. Right.
19 Q. But in terms of the actual observance, the
20 preference would be to have it in a government buildin~
21 reflecting the seat of our government rather than in
22 some other sort of conference facility?
2 3 A. Well, when I took over as chairman, the
24 precedent had already been set by Vonerte Bright to
25 hold the Nadonal Day of Prayer in Washington, D.C. at.
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1 either the Dirksen building --
2 Q. Who asked you to do that?
3 A. I said the precedent for being in the
4 government building in Washington, D.C. was set by
5 Vonette Bright when she was chairman. And so when 1
6 took over, we just continued that tradition.
7 Q. But you agr~ with that tradition?
8 A. ldo.
9 (Exhibit 10 was marked for identification.)

l 0 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Exhibit 1 I, is that the
11 exhibit you’re looking at right now?
12 A. Yes.
13 MR. ROSENBERG: Was 10 the Condoleezza Rio,
14 letter? The last one 1 had was 9.
,15 MR. THERIOT: You have actually never
16 proffered Condoleezza Rice.
17 MR. BOLTON: Did I mark it? Which one are you
18 missing?
19 MR. ROSENBERG: The last one I have is
20 Coughlin.
21 MR. BOLTON: 10 was -- yeah, I forgot. Just
22 for our record, why don’t you go ahead and just
23 identify 10.
2 4 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) We’ve talked about it, but
2 5 Exhibit I 0 is the letter to Father Coughlin, correct?
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1 MR. ROSENBERG: 9 is Coughlin.
2 MR. THERIOT: Coughlin is 9, and this says
3 Father Coughlin too.
4 MR. BOLTON: Then ljust erred. So,
5 sequentially then, right now we’re missing 10, correct?
6 MR. THERIOT: Correct.
7 MR. BOLTON: And the exhibit that you have
8 right now marked as Exhibit 11, that’s the letter to
9 Mark Mclntyre?

[0 MR. THERIOT: Right.
I 1 MR. BOLTON: Mike Mclntyre.
12 MR. THERIOT: So you’re going to remark this
13 one?
14 MR. BOLTON: Why don’t we. So 10 is going t~

5 be the Mclntyre letter.
6 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Exhibit 10, then, is the
7 letter that you wrote to Representative Mike Mclntyre,
8 correct?
9 A. Correct.

20 Q. And this was before the 2008 observance of the
21 National Day of Prayer, correct?
22 A. Yes.
23 Q. And Representative Mclntyre represented the
24 House of Representatives then?
25 A. The legislature, yes.
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1 Q. Had he participated in the past,
2 Representative Mclntyre?
3 A. Yes.
4 Q. And how had he been selected for participation
5 in the past?
6 A. We try to make it fair. We choose a Democrat
7 to represent the legislature one year and a Republican
8 the next year. So he was our Democratic
9 representative.

10 Q. And then in the second paragraph, you asked
11 him also to include a brief description of the
12 significant role prayer has played in his personal and
13 professional life, correct?
14 A. Yes.
15 Q. That actually seems to be fairly typical in
16 the letters that you write to these individuals.
17 A. Well, it is a prayer service.
18 Q. Pardon?
19 A. It is a prayer service. And so when they come
20 over, we like for them to reference prayer in their
21 life. They don’t have to, but it is a prayer service.
22 It’s about prayer.
23 Q. And the only reason I was making a point of it

24 was because when we talked about that without referenc~
25 to the letters, you had not recalled that you actually
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I asked people to reflect upon or comment upon the role
2 that religion played in their personal lives. That was
3 the only reason why I drew attention to this.
4 A. Well, I don’t think every letter says that,
b but some do, and the ones that you’ve brought have.
6 Q. Did you know with regard to Condoleezza Rice
7 whether or not religion had played a -- or prayer had
8 played a significant role in her personal and
9 professional life?

10 A. My understanding of her history is that she
11 came from a very religious family.
12 Q. And the reason I ask is because the same
l 3 language that we’ve been talking about is included in
! 4 the letter that you wrote to her. When you say it’s
l 5 included in some letters, l must say, I haven’t sen
16 letters that didn’t include that language in terms of
17 the presenters that you anticipated -- or the speakers
18 at the observances. That would make sense because, as
19 you said, this is a prayer service.
20 A. Iris.
21 MR. ROSENBERG: Objection. I don’t know thai
22 there was a question there.
23 MR. BOLTON: Now, ill have these
24 sequentially, is II next?
25 MR. THERIOT: Yes, 1 I should be next.
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1 (Exhibit I 1 was marked for identification.)
2 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Now, Exhibit 11, then, is the
3 letter that you wrote to Chaplain Barry Black, the
4 Senate chaplain, in March of 2008, correct7
5 A. Correct.
6 Q. And that year the Senate chaplain participated
7 in your observance; is that correct?
8 A. Correct
9 Q. Had he participated previously in any of your

10 observances?
i I A. As a courtesy to both chaplain of the House
12 and the chaplain of the Senate, we alternate. One year
13 the chaplain of the House, one year the chaplain of the
! 4 Senate. So this was his year.
15 Q. In the letter that you write to him in Exhibit
16 I I, you’re inviting him to participate -- actually it
17 looks like he’s already agreed to participate, and you
18 acknowledge that you’re delighted that he will be
19 joining you again "to lead a time of intercession
20 during our Capitol Hill NDP observance on May 1, 2008.’
21 What do you mean by that, "lead a time of
22 intercession"?
2 3 A. Well, intercession is just praying.
24 Q. Pardon?
2 5 A. Intercession is just praying.
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1 Q, Okay.
2 A. When you’re interceding, you’re praying.
3 Q. Okay. And then in the last paragraph of the
4 letter, you thank Chaplain Black for "demonstrating an
5 ongoing deep commitment to lifting our land and its
6 people before the Almighty and encouraging others to do
7 so." What did you mean by that?
8 A. He is the chaplain of the Senate. He is their
9 pastor. And he does have a deep commitment to praying

10 for those senators and their families and praying for
1 l the land. So this is just kind of restating what 1
12 know his heart is.
13 Q. And his participation in the NDP Task Force
14 observance in the Cannon office building, would that be
15 a continuation of that, that participating in a prayer
16 service, would you construe that to be encouragement
17 for others?
18 MR. THERIOT: Objection, vague.
19 A. Well, they are the religious leaders for the
20 Senate and the House. So I would say that would be an
21 encouragement for them to participate.
22 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Including his participation ir
23 the Cannon office building?
24 A. That’s what i’m talking about.
25 MR. THERIOT: Whenever you’re ready, it’s
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1 12:30.
2 MR. BOLTON: is now a good time to take a
3 break then?
4 MR. THERIOT: Sure.
5 MR. BOLTON: And then I’ll organize. We won’t
6 be a whole lot longer.
7 MR. THERIOT: Okay. Great.
8 (A lunch break was taken from 12:27 p.m. until
9 1:12 p.m.)

10 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Mrs. Dobson, my understandit
11 is that, at least in the last few years, most of the
12 governors are incorporating the task force theme and
13 supporting scripture in their own proclamations. Do
14 you have any explanation for why that is?
15 MR. THERIOT: Objection, assumes facts not
16 established.
17 A. I don’t know why they would include it. !
18 don’t know.
19 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Who is the intended audience
20 of these variousproclamations7
21 A. To the people of the state.
22 Q. Or in the case of the President?
23 A. The people of the nation.
24 Q. The annual theme and supporting scripture that
25 you utilized this year, is there any effort made by the
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1 task force to conceal its Judeo-Christian
2 orientation?
3 A. No.
4 Q. In other words, at least to you, the annual
5 theme and supporting scripture would be readily
6 recognized, at least by your constituency, as coming
7 from that Judeo-Christian background?
8 A. Yes.
9 (Exhibit 12 was marked for identification.)

10 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Mrs. Dobson, we marked and
11 presented to you Exhibit i 2, and that’s the letter that
12 you wrote to President Bush in anticipation of the 2008
13 National Day of Prayer; is that correct?
14 A. Yes.
15 Q. And, again, in the third paragraph, it
16 indicates that you provided the President with a draft
1" era proclamation, correct7
18 A. Yes.
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1 gatherings. And then you go on to say, "In addition,
2 we plan to release it to the media the week preceding
3 May lst."
4 First of all, you make reference to 40,000
5 volunteer coordinators. To the best of your knowledge,
6 that was an accurate number at least at the time of
7 this letter?
8 A. Yes.
9 Q. And you indicate that those coordinators will
t 0 be reading the President’s proclamation underscoring
11 the need for corporate and personal intercession. And
12 my understanding from when we talked this morning, tha
13 means underscoring the need for group and personal
14 prayer basically?
15 A. Correct.
16 (Exhibit 13 was marked for identification.)
17 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Exhibit 13 is an earlier
18 letter. Again, it looks to me like it’s a form, the
19 template that you used to write to the governors in
2 0 2006 in anticipation of that year’s National Day of
21 Prayer, correct?
22 A. Correct.
2 3 Q. And this is a letter that you would have sent
24 to each of the governors, correct?
25 A. That’s right.
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1 Q. In the second paragraph, you state that you
2 are convinced that the theme for this year, the 2006
3 observance, and the theme was America Honor God, "wi]
4 serve as a valuable reminder that the Lord is at work
5 in this great land and is deserving of veneration and
6 absolute trust." Do you think that that message is
7 somehow conveyed by the theme itself?.
8 A. Well, when 1 say that it will serve as a
9 valuable reminder, I’m not saying that to the governor.

10 rm saying that it will serve as a valuable reminder to
11 the nation that the Lord is at work in our great
12 land.
13 Q. Okay. The theme does?
14 A. Yes.
15 Q. Later in that same paragraph, the second
16 paragraph of Exhibit 13, you write to the different
17 governors that with their support, "We can further our
i 8 efforts to call the nation to prayer, acknowledging our

19 Q. And then it goes on to say, in the same 19 Creator, and asking for guidance and protection on

2 0 paragraph, the third paragraph of Exhibit 12, that you 2 0 behalf of our families, our government, and our Armed

21 state that your 40,000 volunteer coordinators will be [ 21 Forces." Do you see that language7

22 readin the roclamationatthcirevents, andthatthe122 A. ]do.

23 Presi~nt’s dP~claration underscoring the need for [ 2 3 Q. And when you say that with the governor’s

24 corporate and personal intercession will lend I 24 support "we can .f~er that .effo.rt," the. s.uppon tha, t
............ Jibili" to these ! 2 5 you’re asking for mere is ~n me term o~stgnmg ann2 b tremenaous presug¢ ann t;,t;u    ,y 1
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issuing a proclamation. Am I reading that correctly?
A. That’s right.
Q. And then when you say with that support, "we

can further our efforts," now, the "we" there, is that
a corporate we, is that a task force we, or is that a
broader we, meaning the task force and your
constituency as well as the government leaders that
you’re writing to?

A. I would say the task force at the grass-roots
level, the people at the grass-roots -- the National
Day of Prayer is really a grass-roots level, they’re
the ones that do all the work out there. They put the
events together. And so that is what is meant by that,
our task force as well as those that work at the
grass-roots level.

Q. Were you involved in any sort of planning or
conceptualizing on how the task force could turn the
National Day of Prayer into a call to the nation to
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MR. ROSENBERG: Objection.
MR. THERIOT: Are you talking about now or the

date of the exhibit?
MR. BOLTON: Now.

A, Can you repeat the question?
MR. BOLTON: Can you read it back?
(The requested question was read back by the

reporter.)
MR. ROSENBERG: And I just want to object both

on form and assumes facts not in evidence.
MR. BOLTON: [ have actually never known that

to be a deposition objection.
Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Can you answer the question
A. National Day of Prayer is put - is on many of

our calendars in America, and so it is known as a day,
you know, for people to come together to pray or to
pray in their homes, wherever they are, in their car
with a cup of coffee going to work, but it is a day to18

19 embrace prayer? Was that something that you undertook
20 as a task force, to try and turn the National Day of
21 Prayer into, or was it something that was already there
22 that you took advantage of?.
2 3 MR. ROSENBERG: Objection as to form.
24 A. Mrs. Vonette Bright was the chairman for eight
25 years before me, and things were already, you know --
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1 in other words, ! just took over the baton from her,
2 and the groundwork was already laid pretty much by her,
3 and I just built on it.
4 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Did you understand that you
5 were trying to -- I mean, you’re saying Mrs. Bright had
6 been the chairman I think you said7
7 A. For eight years.
8 Q. And I’m not sure of the math there. My
9 understanding is that the task force was created in

10 1988 and that you became a cochair in 1989.
11 A. All I know is that Vonette told me that she
12 had been chair for eight years.
13 Q. Who is Mrs. Bright? [ confess that I don’t
14 know her background or the name.
15 A. Well, they have a ministry, and she’s the
16 cofounder with her husband, Dr. Bill Bright. They have
17 a ministry called Campus Crusade for Christ, and it’s a
18 campus ministry, at universities, Bible studies and
19 support groups, and she’s also a member of the National
20 Prayer Committee, and she was also at the Lausanne
21 Covenant meeting.
22 Q. Do you understand that by this point in time,~
23 the National Day of Prayer has become a call to the
24 nation to prayer?
25 MR. THERIOT: Objection, vague.

19 remember our nation, our families, our military in
2 0 corporate prayer and individual prayer.
21 Q. What would be lost, in your view, if the
22 National Day of Prayer was simply a designated day but
23 it was not an occasion for corporate prayer but merely
24 personal prayer and reflection?
25 A. I think we would lose a great blessing on our
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1 land. I think it’s wonderful to have a day to remind
2 people the need to pray for America, for those that
3 lead us to ask for God’s continued blessing and
4 protection on our land and to ask for wisdom and
5 guidance for those that lead us.
6 Q. Now, the National Day of Prayer Task Force ha.,
7 become the subject of some criticism by some groups
8 that are not your constituency. Is that true?
9 A. Yes.

10 Q. And the criticism is that -- and you may have
11 seen this term used -- the National Day of Prayer has
12 been hijacked by groups like your own. Have you seen
13 or heard of that, that particular phrasing?
14 A. Yes, I’ve seen it in the newspaper.
15 Q. In terms of the appearance of the National Day
16 of Prayer as a Judeo-Christian celebration, can you
17 understand why that would be divisive to groups that
i 8 don’t share your views?
19 MR. THERIOT: Objection, calls for
20 speculation.
2 1 A. I think National Day of Prayer is probably
22 the -- National Day of Prayer Task Force expression of
23 the National Day of Prayer is probably the best
24 organized and the largest, and, therefore, that’s how
25 we’re seen. But, as I said before, any faith can have
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1 their own task force, can celebrate the National Day of
2 Prayer, and can grow their movement just like we
3 have.
4 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) And. for those that are upset
5 they should simply do a better job of organizing, is
6 that really the response that you would make to them?
7 A. I would just remind them that this day belongs
8 to all Americans and we are a privately owned and
9 funded 501(c)(3), and, therefore, we can express it

10 however we decide to.
11 Q. But there is a sense in which the official
12 celebrations and observances of the day of prayer have
13 become -- have a distinct Christian flavor.
14 MR. THER/OT: Objection, assumes facts not in
15 evidence -- or not established is the proper
3‘ 6 objection.
3‘ 7 MR. BOLTON: I’m not actually sure that I have
3. 8 to prove anything in a deposition. Can you read the
3‘ 9 question back to the witness?
20 (The requested question was read back by the
23‘ reporter.)
22 MR. THERIOT: Same objection.
23 A. Some would see it that way.
24 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) And at least for those that
25 see it that way and may not be era Judeo-Christian
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orientation, can you understand then, whether correctly
or not, why they would be upset about how the National
Day of Prayer is being celebrated7
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1 MR. THERIOT: Objection, speculation.
2 A. I s¢� it as harassment.
3 Q. (BY MR. BOLTOb0 Pardon?
4 A. I see it as harassment.
5 Q. So these organizations and groups that have a
6 problem are harassing groups like your own?
7 A. In the way they speak, I think it’s
8 harassment. None of them offer a solution or an option
9 to the National Day of Prayer. 1 mean, they just

10 object to it.
11 Q. And as you understand the day of prayer then,
12 ! mean, you may be better organized than other groups,
13 but that that opportunity is available to any group
14 that wants to celebrate and promote prayer?
15 A. Absolutely.
16 Q. What about people who are nonbelievers?
17 A. Well, there was a group in Oklahoma that I
18 think it was Atheists Against the National Day of
19 Prayer, so they had a celebration on the National Day
20 of Prayer. So anyone can do whatever they want. We’r
21 just expressing it from our constituent base and what
22 we believe.
23 Q. But you could have a celebration promoting
24 prayer without there being a National Day of Prayer,
25 correct7
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1 A. Yes.
2 Q. In which case you would be in the same boat as
3 the Atheist group in Oklahoma, correct7

MR. THERIOT: Objection, calls for
speculation.

A. I don’t know how they would see it.
Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Pardon?
A. I don’t know how they would see it.
Q. You’re certainly aware, though, of the

MR. THERIOT: Objection, vague.
A. No.
Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) I mean, there is a distinctior

between having your own celebration without a
presidential endorsement and having your observances
with a presidential endorsement?

controversy and the use of the word "hijacking" in
terms of the day of prayer, correct?

A. When I have seen that in the newspaper, it has
usually been a quote by Barry Lynn.

Q. I know Mr. Lynn.
A. So 1 see it in that context, l think he was

the first one that used that.
Q. Have you heard of the group Jews on First?
A. Yes.
Q. I think they may actually have been the ones

that used the hijacking language first.
A. Well, I’ve seen it in the paper as quoted by

10 MR. THERIOT: Objection, assumes facts not
11 established. Presidential endorsement -- "endorsement"
12 is a legal term of art. There’s been no concession
13 that the President has endorsed the National Day of
14 Prayer.
15 MR. BOLTON: I understand the objection,
6 failure to prove a fact. It’s a deposition that we’re

17 conducting.
¯ 18 MR. THE1LIOT: I understand, but you’re
i 9 assuming facts that haven’t been established. You’re
20 assuming, for instance, that the National Day of Prayer
21 endorses prayer. That’s a legal term of art. I’m not

Barry Lynn, but you could be right. 22 going to let that go without objecting, but she can
Q. But in any event~ what do you think causes [23 answer to the extent that she knows.

this reaction against the National Day of Prayer as t 24    A. Could you restate the question?
!t’._s....b.e:.n_c e_l.�, b.~.t, e!~ ............................... I..2._5_ .........,(.T._he.req~. s.~.~" .q~sti~.n_w_a:s !e.a.d bac.k bYJh~. .......

37 (Pages 142 to 145)

RESLING REPORTING SERVICES

7b267dS$-9009-47 be-gd$3-2Oce3db4aScd    j



Case: 3:08-cv-00588-bbc Document #: 102-2 Filed: 12/10/2009 Page 38 of 46

Page 14 6

1 reporter.)
2 A. Well, as my lawyer said, the President doesn’t
3 endorse the National Day of Prayer. He may support i
4 but officially he doesn’t endorse it. We encourage
5 prayer 365 days of the year, not just on the National
6 Day o f Prayer. That is just a rallying -- sort of a
7 rallying day that is targeted to praying more for our
8 government and its leaders, for our military, and for
9 the people of this country. Did I answer your

! 0 question7
11 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Well, it still seems to me
12 that the National Day of Prayer is a hard one -- 1
13 mean, you say that it’s certainly recognizable for
14 whatever religion you may believe in, but it still
15 seems like it’s a hard sell for an unbeliever, that
16 somehow this day has something for them.
17 MR. ROSENBERG: Objection.
18 MR. THERIOT: Objection. It’s not in the form
19 era question.
20 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Would you agree that tha
21 sounds like kind of a hard sell?
22 A. I’m not clear on the question. Maybe I’m
2 3 getting tired.
2 4 Q. Certainly the National Day of Prayer is not
2 5 intended to -- I mean, it is intended to acknowledge
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religion, you would agree with that much at least,
fight? 2

A. The National Day of Prayer is set aside for      3
people to pray, and they cannot pray or they can pray. 4
It’s totally up to them. It’s a day that’s been given
to us by our Congress. It’s a day we can celebrate it 6

or not celebrate it. There are millions of people that7
don’t celebrate the National Day of Prayer. They don’t8
pray on that day or maybe any other day. I don’t know.

(Exhibit 14 was marked for identification.) 10

Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Exhibit 14 is a letter that
you wrote to Secretary of Education Paige back in 2004 12
is that correct?                                  13

A. Correct. 14
Q. And he represented the executive branch in the15

’04 Cannon office building observance; is that 6
correct? 17

A. That’s correct. 18
Q. And in the second paragraph, you state that, i 9

"Foundational to our country has been the understanding 20
that God," God with a capital G, "is the Source," and2
source also with a capital letter, "of freedom and has2 2

given His creation," His capitalized, "’inalienable 2 3
rights.’" The foundational God that you’re talking 24
about is the God of your Bible, correct7 25
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A. God ofthe Bible, yes. Creator God.
Q. And the theme that you selected for ’04 is

based on supporting scripture in Leviticus, correct?
A. Correct.
Q. And it was your hope, as you expressed it to

Secretary Paige, that the message that God is the
Source of fi’eedom and has given His creation
inalienable rights, that this message would be a
catalyst to draw Americans closer to God as they look
to Him for guidance with their personal concerns as
well as those of our leaders, community and country.
You wrote that, correct?

A. I wrote it along with Master Writers,
correct.

Q. Does it reflect more your views or Master
Writers’ views?

A. I think in that particular sentence -- or
paragraph, I think it would probably be Master Writer.,
helped craR the way it was worded. Of course, [
always read the letters and I approve them.

Q. Pardon?
A. I always read the letters and approve them. I

don’t let them go out over my signature without readin
them.

Q, The letter that you signed indicates that you
Page 149

hope that the theme for ’04 will be a catalyst to draw
Americans closer to God. Do you disagree with that?

A. No, I agree with that.
Q. And then you ask that the Secretary Paige

present a brief message calling for prayer on behalf of
those in the executive branch of government. And did
you mean that?

A. Yes.
Q. And, in fact, the purpose, as you’ve expressed

it, of this Cannon office building observance is to
call for prayer, correct?

A. Correct.
(Exhibit 15 was marked for identification.)

Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Exhibit 15, have you had ~
chance to look at it?

A. Yes.
Q. And was that your invitation to the East Room7

Or this was the Rose Garden observance of the Nationa
Day of Prayer in ’08, correct’?

Ao No. I believe this was in the East Room.
O. Okay.
A. No. It says the Rose Garden. Do you know

what, it was supposed to be the Rose Garden and then
the White House changed it at the last minute and we
were in the East Room.
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1 Q. And Exhibit 15, that was the invitation that
2 you received?
3 A. The public liaison’s office sends out
4 invitations. So, yes, this is one that we sent to some
5 of our constituents. They allow us to choose 100
6 people, and then they choose their list, which is
7 usually 2:50, to attend that.
8 Q. So at this East Room observance then, how man
9 people would there be?

10 A. I would say around 230, 2:50 people.
I l Q. And the task force, you would be allowed to
12 extend some of the invitations then?
13 A. No. We were allowed to present some names of
14 people that we would like to be invited. Some were an,~
15 some weren’t. It all depends on the White House.
16 Q. And do you know what criteria was used to
17 select who would attend the White House observance oi
18 the dayofprayer7
1 9 A. The First Lady wanted all dimensions of our
20 culture represented there. She wanted Hispanic, black,
21 Caucasian, she wanted people with different religions,
22 she wanted kind of a -- how can I put it? Kind of a
23 spattering of our culture, just different religions,
24 different races, poor, wealthy.
25 Q. Do you know whether any nonbelievers were
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invited?
A. I don’t know.
Q. Would you expect that nonbelievers would be

invited to this observance?
A. I don’t know. I certainly don’t know

everybody who believes and doesn’t believe, and I doub
that the First Lady knew either.

Q. In terms of that East Room observance, about
how long would that observance --

A. Usually 30 minutes.
Q. And how was it conducted7 What happened?
A. Well, it was a prayer service, and so we would

be led into the East Room and the President would com~
in later to be seated, and then the prayer service
started, and that was conducted by the public liasion’s
office. It had music, and they had prayers by
different religious people, and then the President
would close by having a short speech.

Q. And certainly this observance, then, was
referenced as the designated National Day of Prayer,
correct?

A. Right.
Q. And that was the reason for the occasion,

correct?
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1 way of celebrating the National Day of Prayer.
2 (Exhibit 16 was marked for identification.)
3 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Now, 1 think I presented
4 Exhibit 16, but correct me, does it have a blue sticker
5 on it that says Exhibit 167
6 A. Yes.
7 Q. Can you identify Exhibit 16?
8 A. Yes. It’s our National Day of Prayer Task
9 Force poster.

10 Q. And this was something prepared by the task
1 1 force?
12 A. Actually, I misspoke before. Focus on the
13 Family has an art department. I think I said that
14 we’re charged for the services that they give us, and
15 so the art department gave us - gives us three or four
16 options for our logo and also for our posters, and then
17 we select the one that we like.
18 Q. Okay. So Exhibit 16 was prepared for the task
19 force though, correct?
20 A. Yes.
21 Q. How was this poster distributed? Where did
22 you put it?
2 3 A. Well, people -- we put it in our catalog, and
24 people order it if they want it. Sometimes it’s put in
25 businesses, churches. We don’t even know where it ends
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up, but people just order it.
Q. But this is a poster that is -- I mean, is it

basically a commemorative then, or is it used also
for--

A. We have a different poster every year that
goes with the theme.

Q. And at the very top it says, "58th Annual
Observance," then right below that in large lettering
it says, "Prayer, America’s Hope," and Prayer,
America’s Hope, was your ’09 theme?

A. Yes.
Q. Was this poster used for any purpose, you

know, any sort of, you know, promotional purpose in
terms of alerting people of the observance, or is this
basically just a poster that is created for people who
want to buy it from your catalog and then do whateve
they want with it?

A. That’s correct.
Q. The latter?
A. The latter, yes.
Q. So it’s really a commemorative type of poster

then?
A. Right.
Q. Okay. It says "58th Annual Observance," and

25 A. Yes. They were celebrating -- that was their I 25 then immediately below it there’s a reference in large
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1 letters to the task force’s annual theme. Certainly
2 the 58th Annual Observance is not referencing anything
3 to do with the task force itself, correct?
4 A. No. I mean, yes, you’re correct about that.
5 Q. Pardon?
6 A. You’re correct.
7 Q. And then down at the bottom it says, "National
8 Day of Prayer" and it gives the date and it references

¯ 9 the Cannon House Office Building, Caucus Room. Wid
1.0 this particular commemorative, is there any cue to
11 people who look at this that this is actually a task
12 force observance?
13 A. Most of the people that join us for the
14 National Day of Prayer in Washington, D.C. I would sa
15 are constituents that know about the task force. So
16 I’m sure they would know.
17 Q. But to people that weren’t involved in these
18 actual observances -- you say the people who actually
19 participate in the observances would know?
20 A. Uh-huh.
21 Q. If I was not a participant in the observance
22 in the Cannon office building, is there anything in
23 Exhibit 16 that would readily alert me that this is a
24 task force presentation?
25 A. I don’t know how people would see this. I
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can’t speculate on what you would think or what other
people would think.

Q. Can we agree, without speculation, that there
is nothing on here that makes reference to the task
force?

A.
O.
A.
O.
A.

offof?
O.
A.

Correct.
Okay.
Can I ask you a question?
Yes.
Where did you get this? What did this come

I don’t know.
Because it’s possible that it did have our

logo down here saying "task force." It’s possible,
because we usually don’t do a poster without a logo on
it.

Q. It has the Bates numbers from your lawyer, so
it would have come from --

MR. THERIOT: Yeah, we provided that to them.
The original, you’re right, might have something that’s
a little clearer.

A. We usually all put our logo on this that says
"task force."

(Exhibit 17 was marked for identification.)
Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Can you identify Exhibit 17

Page 156

1 A. Yes.
2 Q. What is it?
3 A. It is the program. It’s what people are given
4 when they come into the National Day of Prayer
5 observance. They’re given a program.
6 Q. Okay. And would this program have been
7 prepared by or for the task force?
8 A. No. We prepare this.
9 Q. So this would have been something that was

10 prepared by the task force itself’?
11 A. Yes.
12 Q. And this is the program for the ’09 Cannon
1. 3 office building observance, correct?
14 A. Correct.
15 Q. And it says at the top, it says, "National Day
l 6 of Prayer, Cannon Program." It gives an address. Ant
1. 7 then it says 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. It is a three.hour
18 program?
19 A. Yes.

20 Q. And about how many attendees are there for th
21 Cannon program?
22 A. I think the building holds about 350.
2 3 Q. And then that guest list, that’s one that the
2 4 task force controls?
2 5 A. We invite some people, but it’s open to the

public.
nation.

Q.
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We have people coming from all over the

So in terms of the number of invites that the
task force sends out, of that 250 people, about how
many of those would be at the invitation of the task
force7

A. Our public affairs person would have the
answer to that.

Q. Okay. Do you have any understanding or
estimate of how much of that audience is task force
invited?

A. It varies from year to year. You would have
to ask Faye Tharp. She’s our public affairs
director.

Q. Now, when people come to the Cannon program
are they given this program?

A. Yes.
Q. Are they given anything else? Do they get any

other written materials?
A. I think, on occasion, we’ve given out our

bookmarks which gives the prayer for the 7 times 7, the
government, military, media, education, church and
family.

Q. You said it’s open to the public. And
presumably the people that are the guests of the task
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force, I assume they have some sort ofreserved
seating.

A. We have a few reserved seats up front, and we
also reserve a section for the congressmen and senator
that might drop in so they will always be able to find
a seat. We save a couple of rows for them.

Q, For those people that are not guests, invited
guests of the task force, but are members of the
public, how are they made aware? How is this Carmo~
office National Day of Prayer observance advertised?

A. Well, we do radio spots, and we announce thatl,
we’re going to be having a Washington, D.C. service ~
the Cannon House office building, and we put a little ~
reminder in roll call that goes in Congress. You knov~
you can do that, just announcing that there will be a
service in the Cannon office building, and probably in
some of our literature that we send out.

Q. In terms of Exhibit 17, in its own right, is
there an indication on Exhibit 17 that this is an
observance that is sponsored by the National Day of
Prayer Task Force?

A. Not on this particular program.
Q. To your knowledge, is that typical or

atypical?
A. This is the inside ofthe program. The
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3. outside of the program could have the logo saying "task
2 force." Do you have a copy of that?
3 Q. I don’t know.
4 A. I can get a copy.
5 Q. Certainly on Exhibit ! 7 itself, it is
6 identified as the Cannon Caucus Room Observance,
7 correct?
8 A. Yes. But if you look down at the keynote
9 speaker, it says, "Mrs. Beth Moore, Honorary Chairman,

10 National Day of Prayer Task Force."
11 Q. Well, it also says, "Prayer for the Nations,
12 Ambassador to the United States," and I’m assuming that
13 the indication of any of these other people does not
1 q actually identify the sponsor of this observance,
15 correct7
16 A. Well, down below it says, "Prayer Challenge,
i 7 Mr. Brian Teen, Vice Chairman, National Day of Prayer
18 Task Force."
19 MR. THERIOT: Rich, I was just provided a
20 document that appears to be the whole document. If you
21 want to, you can refer to that.
22 MR. BOLTON: Can we mark this?
23 MR. ROSENBERG: Yeah.
2 4 (Exhibit 18 was marked for identification.)
2 ~ Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) What we’ve marked as Exhib
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18 looks like - you made reference that Exhibit 17 was
an inside page of the Cannon Caucus Room Observanc~
from ’09 and that it was part of a larger progzam. Is
Exhibit 18 the entire program?

A. Yes, l believe it is.
Q. The first page, at least as we looked at it,

doesn’t necessarily - I didn’t see any reference to
the task force on the first page or the second page.
Am I correct?

A. This is a program that’s a bifold. All the
information is on it, front, inside and back. It’s all
one piece.

Q. At least as it’s been reproduced here, the
third page, though, does show basically the task
force -- basically your employees -- and I don’t have a
copy in front of me, but certainly many references to
the task force, correct?

A. Yes.
Q. So there’s certainly nothing then about

Exhibit 18 that would indicate that this is a
nondenominational observance, correct? I mean, the
Cannon office building observance is -- I mean, it’s a
task force presentation, correct?

A. Other faiths are not included, but the program
is a Judeo-Christian expression of the National Day of
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1 Prayer, our task force expression.
2 Q. And certainly in ’09, that’s what it was,
3 correct?
4 A. Yes.
5 Q. And that’s been the tenor of the observance in
6 the Cannon office building since you’ve been the
7 chairman of the task force, correct7
8 A. Since Vonette Bright has been the chairman.
9 Q. You became the cochair in 1989. And as I

10 understand it, the task force was created in ’88. Do
11 you know whether the task force was created before or
12 after the National Day of Prayer was celebrated in
13 19887
14 A. Vonette Bright would know the answer to that.
15 I’m not sure on that.
16 Q. Certainly, you’ve been involved pretty much
17 then, if not for the entire -- all of the observances
18 in the Cannon office building, certainly all of them
19 except one, correct?
20 A. I don’t know how many previous services were

21 in the Cannon House office building, but I have
22 attended and helped with the program since 1991 when
23 became chairman.
24 Q. And then do you attend as well, then, all of
t25 the -- I mean, in the last few years, you had attended
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the White House observance, and then would you go fron
the White House observance to the Cannon office
building observance?

A. Yes, because that’s our national observance,
so ! would be there.

Q. Reverend Claude Pike, is that a name that
you’re familiar with?

A. No.
Q. My understanding is that in 1982, he was

trying to encourage President Reagan to make a bigger
thing of the National Day of Prayer and that Ronald
Reagan gathered religious leaders in 1982 to witness
his signing of the National Day of Prayer proclamation
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i A. Well, I think any time a president signs into
2 law some type of bill, [ think it’s an honor to be
3 there. And since I am a product of prayer as a small
4 child and have grown up believing in the power of
5 prayer, and to have a president sign into law the first
6 Thursday of May, that’s a very big thing to me.
7 Q. Did it give it more meaning than the
8 legislation that was signed by President Truman in
9 19527

10 A. I think so. I think people of faith wanted to
1:1. have a day that they could know was going to be a da
12 of prayer instead of just letting it be at the whim of
13 the President.

that year. Were you or your husband invited to that7
A. I was invited.
Q. Okay. Do you recall it?
A. Yes.
Q. Did you attend?
A. No.

14     Q.
15 that?
16 A.
17 Q.
18 A.
19 Q.

Certainly calendar makers would agree with

Yes. Hallmark liked it.
Pardon?
Hallmark liked it.
And, certain!y, your staff would agree with

Q. Were you simply not able to attend, or was
them any -- did you have any objection to attending?

A. I don’t remember what the circumstances were,
but I didn’t attend it, and i think it was my choice,
but I’m sorry now that I didn’t because it was a very
important thing in our nation, and I wish I would have

Page 163

20 that; it’s a lot easier to organize around a date
21 certain, correct?
22 A. Yes.
23 Q. Susan Turner, is that a name you’re familiar
24 with?
25 A. Yes.

1 been there. 1
2 Q. It was a very important what? 2
3 A. I think it was a very important document that 3
4 was signed for our nation, and I wish I had been 4
5 there. . ..... 5
6 Q. And just so we’re clear, what did you 6
7 understand that you were invited to watch Presidem 7

8 Reagan sign in 1982? 8
9 A. I heard that he was going to sign into law 9

10 that the first Thursday of May was going to be our 10
11 national day of prayer. 11
12 Q. And just so we’re clear, I was referring to a 12

13 different -- that was in 1988. My understanding was13
14 that President Reagan gathered some religious leaders14
15 to witness his signing, just his signing of the 1982 15
16 National Day of Prayer proclamation. So we’re talking16
17 about different things. And just so we’re clear, that 17
18 1982 signing of the proclamation was not what you wet~ ~ 18
19 refemng to that you were invited to? t 9
20 A. No. I was referring to the signing into law 20
21 the first Thursday of May. 21
22 Q. And in terms of the 1988 signing into law that22
23 mandated the first Thursday in May of each year to be 23
24 designated the day of prayer, why do you believe that 24
25 that was an important occasion? ......... ~ 2 5.
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Q. And who is Susan Turner?
A. She’s a volunteer. She comes and helps at our

office in many ways, and she provides scholarship monq
for when we have a prayer coleader’s conference or a
prayer summit and people want to come but can’t afford
to come, she provides assistance for them.

Q. was she involved in the National Day of Prayer
coordinators’ school event? There’s a document that
I’ve seen called the NDP Coordinators’ School Prayer
Event.

A. That’s misnamed. We have a prayer summit in
October which used to be called coordinators’
conference, and that’s where we bring our coordinators
from around the nation here for a prayer service.

Q. In terms of the constituencies that the task
force has come to mobilize, you’ve got a lot of
different groups with people targeting different
groups. Are schools in the observance of the National
Day of Prayer a targeted group?

A. Not really. If any school does anything on
the National Day of Prayer. it’s usually student led
and it is within the parameter of what is
appropriate.

Q. Is there anybody who has sort of designated
responsibility for mobilizing schools and school-aged
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1 kids?
2 A. No.
3 Q. The National Day of Prayer, on its Website,
4 indicates that its goal is to provide collective
5 servant leadership to the national prayer movement.
6 National prayer movement, is that a term draft that is
7 identified with anything in particular?
B A. The National Prayer Committee is made up of
9 leaders of prayer ministries all across the nation. So

! 0 I think he was using a broad term there.
11 MR. BOLTON: I’m almost done. Why don’t we
12 take about a five-minute break just for me to look
13 through my notes, and then I’ll at least be done.
14 THE WITNESS: Okay.
1.5 MR. BOLTON: Thank you.
16 (A brief break was taken.)
17 (Exhibit 19 was marked for identification.)
18 Q. (BY MR. BOLTON) Mrs. Dobson, I’ve handed
19 what i’ve marked as Exhibit 19. Can you identify that
20 document?
21 A. Let me look at this.
2 2 Q. While you’re looking, I will tell you that
23 when I looked at it, it looked like it was directed to
24 coordinators of National Day of Prayer observances at
25 the school level.
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1 A. It looked like Susan Taylor put this
2 together -- or Turner, I’m sorry. What was your
3 question?
4 Q. Well, first of all, have you seen that
5 document before7
6 A. I have not.
7 Q. I mean, do you have any reason to believe that
8 that’s not a National Day of Prayer Task Force
9 document?

10 A. No, I believe it is a National Day of Prayer
11 Coordinators’ School Prayer Event Guide as it says. I
12 just have not seen it.
13 Q. Does it refresh your recollection, then, as to
1 ,I coordinating activities directed toward obse~’ances at
15 the school level?
1 6 A. Susan Turner put this together for our state
17 coordinators, I believe, and what is allowed and what
18 is not allowed in schools for prayer on the National
19 Day of Prayer or prayer any time. There are certain
20 restrictions.
21 Q. And Susan Taylor apparently put this together, 2 !
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1 A. Susan has a real heart for children, and she’s
2 a real - what I would call a prayer warrior, and
3 there’s so much violence and corruptness in our schools
4 that, I think, she really felt it would be a good thing
5 if students that wanted to pray had a place and a time
6 to pray on the National Day of Prayer. It could be on
7 the 50-yard line, it could be around their flagpole in
8 the morning. They have this prayer day, I believe it’s
9 in September, See You at the Pole, where students

10 gather around the flagpoles for prayer, and we don’t
11 have anything to do with that. That’s something
12 else.
13 Q. When you say she’s a "prayer warrior," it’s
1 ,I interesting, because when I read through the guide that
15 she put together there, there seems to be a lot of
! 6 pushback to something that happened in ! 962, what she
17 construed to be the Supreme Court’s decision that said
t 18 that religion had to be banished from the schools. Is
19 that something that you know her to be quite concerned
2 0 about?
21 A. 1 have not talked to her about it. I don’t
22 know if she’s concerned about it.
23 Q. Certainly Exhibit 19, though, is an official
24 task force document. Are there views in there that are
25 expressed that you disagree with that you’ve had a

Page 169

1 chance to see? And I recognize you’ve only glanced at
2 it.
3 A. I have not read it, but I would assume that
4 our executive director has read it and okayed it.
5 Q. Okay. With regard to the formation of the
6 task force by the National Prayer Committee, are
7 there -- first of all, the National Prayer Committee, I
8 assume, is a wholly transparent organization7 I mean,
9 its membership is public, correct?

10 A. On the back of our letterhead, it has all the
11 names.
12 Q. And since I don’t know anybody, I wouldn’t
13 recognize names that I should recognize. Were there
14 any government officials on the National Prayer
15 Committee, to your knowledge --
6 A. No.

l 7 Q. -- at the time of the formation of the task
18 force?
19 A. No.
2 0 Q. I think I asked whether or not you had had

occasion to talk with President Bush about the National
2 2 correct?                                      I 2 2 Day of Prayer, and I believe your answer was that you
2 3 A. Turner, yes. [ 2 3 had not.
2 4 Q. Does she have any background, or why would [ 2 4A. Correct.
2 5 this be something that she would have done’~ [ 2 5 Q Do you know whether other task force staff or
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employees had any direct communication with the Whit~
House regarding the National Day of Prayer?

A. With the White House or with the President7.
Q. The President or his -- with the White House.
A. No one has ever had a conversation with the

President. The only one that we have spoken to at the
White House was the public liaison who is in charge, I
guess, of the program and whether they have a prayer
service or not.

Q. Have you or your husband ever stayed at the
White House in regards to the National Day of Prayer?

A. It would be nice, but no. No.
Q. Have you been to the White House for any

nonNationai Day of Prayer functions?
A. Yes.
Q. And on how many occasions?
A. When I have attended, it has always been with

my husband, and it’s usually been some religious
leadership meeting that the President wanted to have or
a signing of a bill about abortion, we were invited for
that, along with -- not privately, but along with like
200 people.

Q. And how many times have you been at one of
those functions?

A. Under President George W. Bush?
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1 A. That’s right.
2 MR. THERIOT: I believe that’s all I have.
3 MR. ROSENBERG: I actually have a few
4 questions.
5 EXAMINATION
6 BY MR. ROSENBERG:
7 Q. Good afternoon" Mrs. Dobson.
8 A. Good afternoon.
9 Q. My name is Brad Rosenberg. I’m a trial

10 attorney in the civil division of the United States
11 Department of Justice. And as we discussed a little
12 bit earlier, i’m here representing President Obama and
13 White House Press Secretary Robert Gibbs. When thi
14 lawsuit was first filed, as the Department of Justice
15 attorney, I was representing President Bush and
16 then-White House Press Secretary Dana Perinn but, of
17 course, there was a change in administration in Januar
18 2009. We haven’t met before today, have we?
19 A. No.
20 Q. Mrs. Dobson, are you a lawyer?
21 A. No.
22 Q. Do you have any legal training?
23 A. No.
2 4 Q. You testified earlier today a little bit about

25 the National Day of Prayer statute. Are you familiar
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1 Q. Any president. I won’t ask how many that 1
2 would be. 2
3 A. I have no idea, because my husband has been on 3
4 commissions with presidents. 4
5 Q, So is it fair to say that you’ve been to the 5
6 White House-- 6
7 A. Several times but not privately, always with a 7

with the specific language in that statute?
A. I don’t think we ever used the word "statute."
Q. You are aware, of course, that there is a

statute regarding the National Day of Prayer?
A. Well, explain to me what you mean by

"statute."
The law that Congress passed, for example, in

1952.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.

8 group. 8
9 Q. Do you believe that the Bible is literally 9 Yes, okay.

10 true word for word and is the inspired word of God?10 And then Congress passed another law in 1988
11 A. ldo. 11 Yes.
12 MR. BOLTON: I think that’s all I have. 12 Are you familiar with the specific language
13 EXAMINATION 13 used in that law regarding the National Day of
14 BY MR. THERIOT: 14 Prayer?
15 Q. Mrs. Dobson, ljusthadacoupleofquestions15 A. I have read iL but l couldn’t repeat it to
1 6 to clarify the record. With the original setting up of 16 you.
17 the National Day of Prayer Task Force, that was 17 Q. Have you reviewed the legislative history of
18 undertaken by the National Prayer Committee and 18 that statute?
! 9 Mrs. Bright; is that right? 19 A. Not really.

20 A. The initial, yes. i 20 Q. We discussed earlier the fact that in 2009,
21 Q. And you weren’t involved in that whatsoever721 President Obama did not hold an event at the White
22 A. No. 22 House. And you were a bit disappointed by that?
2 3 Q. And then as far as you’re aware, any fundingi 23 A. Yes.
24 from Focus on the Family for the task force didn’t ,t 24 Q. We’ve also discussed at some length the event
25

occur.
until afteryou becamechairman; is that right? 1 2 5 that was held in 2009 at the Cannon House office
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1 building. Can you just describe for me what took place
2 at that event?
3 A. Well, ifs a prayer service, and it’s open to
4 the public, and we have a program. Every year we have
5 an honorary chairperson. This year it’s Dr. Franklin
6 Graham. Last year it was Beth Moore. So the honorary
7 chairperson gives a message, and then we have
8 representatives that come over and represent, as 1
9 said, the three branches of government plus the

10 military, and then sometimes we highlight sports,
11 sometimes we highlight media, and then we’ll have
12 somebody from those areas come over and represent them
13 And so -- and then we have some worship music, and it’s
14 just a prayer service. It lasts from 9 to 12.
15 Q. And actually that was the next question I was
16 going to ask, when the event at the Cannon House office
17 building took place. Did it wrap up at 12 p.m.?
18 A. Yes.
19 Q. Do you recall when President Obama issued his
2 0 2009 National Day of Prayer proclamation?
21 A. All I know is that it got on the White House
2 2 Website at 3:00 on the National Day of Prayer.
23 Q. Did you have access to the White House’s
24 National Day of Prayer proclamation before 3:007
25 A. No.
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1 Q. Was that proclamation used at all during the
2 services at the Cannon House office building?
3 A. It was too late to be used by the Cannon House
4 observance and by our coordinators and by anyone else.
5 I think it’s the latest any president has ever written
6 a proclamation.
7 Q. Now, if the Court, the District Court in this
8 case, were to strike down the National Day of Prayer
9 statute and were to order that the President could not

10 issue National Day of Prayer proclamations, could the
11 National Day of Prayer Task Force still coordinate
12 prayer events on the first Thursday in May of each
13 year?
14 A. Yes.
15 Q. And it could still call it the National Day of
16 Prayer, could it not?
17 A. I don’t know what the legal ramifications of
18 that are. Ifwe’re allowed to, yes, we could still
19 call it a National Day of Prayer, I imagine.
20 Q. And, in fact, the fact that you had an event
21
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1 Q. You testified earlier that -- and I don’t have
2 exact notes on this, so clarify if I’m misstating this
3 in any way, that the National Day of Prayer Task Fore,
4 encourages individuals to pray?
5 A. Yes.
6 Q. Do you consider prayer to be a voluntary
7 activity?
8 A. Yes.
9 Q. So if somebody is inclined to pray, of course,

10 they can go ahead and pray, but if not, do you think
11 that the National Day of Prayer Task Force would
12 require them to pray in any way?
13 A. We never require anybody to pray. It’s
14 optional. We might request it, but we don’t demand
15 it.
16 Q. And there’s no way that you could, of course,
17 demand it?
18 A. No.
19 Q. Because everybody has the right to express
2 0 their own religious views or the lack of their
21 religious views in their own manner?
22 A. That’s right.
2 3 Q. I just had one last question. At the end of
2 4 Mr. Bolton’s questioning, he asked about the number c
2 5 times that you visited the White House. Have you
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1 visited the White House at all since President Obama
2 took office?
3 A. No.
4 Q. Has your husband?
5 A. No.
6 MR. ROSENBERG: I think that’s all I have.
7 Thank you very much.
8 MR. BOLTON: Tom, are you there?
9 MR. BELLAVIA: Yes, I am.

10 MR. BOLTON: Did you want to ask anything?
i i MR. BELLAVIA: No, I don’t have any question.,
12 Thanks.
13 MR. BOLTON: Let me just ask one follow-up.
14 EXAbtlNATION
3.5 BY MR. BOLTON:
16 Q. Attorney Rosenberg asked whether you had any!
17 legal training, and you said no. Would I be fair to
18 conclude that you don’t wish to have any legal
19 training?
20 A. This is the fast time I’ve ever been deposed,

at the Cannon House office building before the 1 so no, no, I don’t think that’s in my future.

22 President of the United States even issued a [ 22 MR. BOLTON: I’m just teasing you. Thank you

23 proclamation would demonstrate that the National Day o~ 23very much.

24 Prayer Task Force could still coordinate events? ] 24 MR. ROSENBERG: Thanks.

2_~..- .A_.. ~]~_t~.sc~.r[.~t _. _ ._l 25
(The proceedings concluded at 2:30 p.m.)
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SIGNATURE OF WITNESS
I, SHIRLEY DOBSON, the wimess in the above

deposition, have read the within transcript of my
testimony. I have made          changes in said
testimony and have stated such changes (if any) and the
reason for each change on a separate sheet attached to
this transcript. My testimony as given herein is tree
and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Shirley Dobson

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
of                    ., 20__.

Notary Public

My commission expires
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REPORTER’S CERTIFICATE

I, Connie S. Dyke, Register Professional Reporter
and Certified Realtime Reporter, appointed to take the
deposition of SHIRLEY DOBSON, do certify that before
the deposition he was duly sworn by me to testify to
the truth; that the deposition was taken by me at
8605 Explorer Drive, Colorado Springs, Colorado, on
November 10, 2009, then reduced to typewritten form
consisting of 179 pages herein; that the foregoing is a
true transcript of the questions asked, testimony
given, and proceedings had.

I further certify that I am not related to any
party herein or their counsel, and have no interest in
the result of this litigation.

In wimess hereof, I have hereunto set my hand
this 24th day of November, 2009.

Connie S. Dyke, RPR, CRR
22 Notary Public
23
24 My commission expires June 28, 2010
25
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American taxpayers have spant mort than
$600 million on a new visitors’ center at the
Capitol in W~Mngton, D.C.. and it will have
acres of marble floors and walls, photogntphs
of Earth Day, information about an AIDS
r~lly and derails about the nation’s industrial
sector. What it will not include is America’s
Christian heritage, raising obJections from
members of Congress and drawing an inquiry
from Chuck Norris about whether he can help
fix it.

The new 580,00~square- foot center, mostly ~.=,~ ~ ,,�~ ~a~,~ .~,~ ~,., ~, wt.~et~, o c
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~atc~, a 550-seat cafe~ gift sho~ ~d myriad o~er f~r~.

The project, run by the office of the archit~t of the Capitol. ha~ been delayed from its original
opening date set several years ago and has cost hundreds of millions of dollars more than
estimated, officials have confirmed.

But the finished product still, according to members of Congress, is seriously lacking. Rep. J.
Randy Forbes, R-Va., said 108 members of Congress have signed a letter to the architect’s o~c�
expressing their concerns that the historical content simply is inaccurate.

(Sto~y commues below)

Among the references m God or Amer~an’s rehgtous htstoW_ that are om=tted is the nation’s
motto, "In God We Trust," the letter ss~d

"Our concern is not just with the Capitol Visitor Center, but with [an] increasing pattern of
attempt~ to remove references to our religious heritage from our nation’s capital." sam Forbes
"The Capitol Visitor Center ts just ont’ example of efforts to censor God, faith, and religion from
our histor~:al butldtnga, document*, a~d ceremonies "
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