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A  S T U N N E R

T O  S E E  A N D

Experience
If anything exemplifies the saying "they don't make them like 

they used to," we think it's this 1926 Rolls-Royce Phantom I 

Shooting Brake. Nicknamed "Victoria" by a previous owner, this 

lady is extremely solid, especially given her age and illustrious 

history of globe-trotting. Her wood body has benefitted from 

regular refinishing over the years, and though her chrome may 

show some wear in the form of scratches and pitting, we think it 

looks just right on her.

Victoria's livery is done in black and dark green to complement 

her warm-hued wood paneling. Inside, she's complete with soft, 

supple tan leather upholstery and matching tan carpets, plus 

enough dashboard gauges to rival the cockpit of an airplane. 

And, as is typical of traditional shooting brakes, she's outfited for 

your next hunting trip with a rifle rack containing a pair of period 

shotguns, a rear-facing fold-down bench that can accommodate 

a few additional shooters (while also allowing room for a dog or 

two), and a tail gate that, when undone, provides both an awning 

and a table for picnic lunches.

In addition to all this, Victoria was recently treated to a significant 

mechanical servicing and major tune-up. She drives very well 

now and, in true Rolls-Royce fashion, ensures her passengers a 

safe, reliable ride no matter where the roads may take them.
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The traditional British term for what Americans call an estate wagon, depot hack, station 

wagon, or “woodie,” the Shooting Brake was initially developed in the 1890s as a horse-

drawn utility vehicle to load up one's dogs, guns, and friends and travel through the estate 

to go hunting. Or more precisely, to take a “break” from the day and go “shooting.”

WHAT'S A

SHOOTING

BRAKE?
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Years
1 9 2 6 The 1926 Rolls-Royce Phantom I Shooting Brake, 

VIN No. 57NC, is purchased new by a Mrs. A.T. Ellis 

of Bexhill-on-Sea.

1 9 3 2 57NC is acquired by Sir Fredrick Radcliffe of London.

1 9 3 4 G.W. Gardner, Esq., from Chelmsford, Essex, is listed as 

the third owner.

? 57NC changes ownership to Commander T. Wooley 

of Fairford, England. He's the car's last owner 

before it's shipped overseas to the United States.

M i d -

1 9 5 0 s

57NC is purchased by a Mr. Kenneth Godden, who 

exports it to San Francisco, California, and gives it 

the name "Victoria." The story goes that Godden, a 

member of the military, found the Shooting Brake 

while serving in the UK shortly after the Korean War.

2 0 1 4 Mr. Godden sells the Rolls-Royce to its present 

owner.

2 0 1 9 57NC earns a First in Class win at the 2019 Amelia 

Island Concours d’Elegance.



H I S T O R I C A L

Documents
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S T O R Y  T I M E  /  Victoria's longtime owner, Kenneth Godden, once drove the car from Navato, CA to Austin, TX. While passing through the Mojave Desert, Godden 

said he and Victoria saved several cars from overheating. The Rolls, in stark contrast, never missed a beat!
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