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The American Legion Magazine, 
a leader among national general-interest 
publications, is published monthly by 
The American Legion for its 2.7 million 
members. These wartime veterans, 
working through 15,000 community-level 
posts, dedicate themselves to God and 
Country and traditional American values; 
strong national security; adequate and 
compassionate care for veterans, their 
widows and orphans; community service; 
and the wholesome development of our 
nation’s youth.
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26 The Layered Approach

Department of Homeland Security Secretary 
Michael Chertoff takes a multifaceted 
approach to national risk management.  
Interview by John Raughter

34 ‘Not a Short-Term Challenge’

State homes bristle over a budget proposal 
that reduces VA’s fi nancial role in the long-
term care of veterans.  By Jeff Stoffer
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Sellers and givers alike benefi t 
in the era of “cause-related 
marketing.”  By Renata Rafferty 
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‘Designed during

the Depression,
the Social Security 
system is outdated. 

Clearly, it needs reform.’

38 ‘Profi t is 
not the only 
perk enjoyed 
by businesses 
that embrace 
charity.’

12 ‘Terrorists – people who 
don’t abide by the laws of war, 
don’t wear uniforms or insignia 
visible at a distance, don’t 
operate as part of a command 
structure ... should not get the 
privileges of prisoner-of-war 
status.’

26 ‘Taking the 
war to our 

enemy is a major 
strategic step in 
protecting our 
own country.’
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34 ‘This is not 
just money. 
It’s honoring 
our veterans
by being able 
to care for 
them through 
the end of 
their lives.’ 

42 ‘I darted 
just a few

feet onto the 
fi eld, turned 

and was face 
to face with 

the Babe.‘
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The amazing DR® CHIPPER
powers through 4-1/2" thick
branches, producing valuable
landscape mulch. It’s the
fastest, easiest way to get
rid of ugly brush
piles...3 to 4 times
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chipper/shredders!
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PROFESSIONAL POWER

DR® CHIPPER
IS NOW ON SALE!

Relax in the comfort of a warm bath again with a Premier Bathrooms
tub. With easy in and out access, you’ll quickly discover the 
independence and safety our tubs bring into your home.

Please send me a FREE COLOR BROCHURE 
showing your range of baths.

Name ______________________________________________________________
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Send to: Premier Bathrooms, Inc. • 2330 South Nova Rd. • South Daytona, Florida 32119

American Legion - 0705mp

If everyone’s bathroom and bathing needs were the

same, we’d make only one style of walk-in tub.

• Easy Access
• Extra Depth
• Built-in Contoured Seat
• Full Installation
• Built-in Hydrotherapy
• Wide Range of Baths

For further details or to receive 
your FREE COLOR brochure

CALL NOW
TOLL FREE

1-800-578-2899

4601

Once $350…
Now Only $35

The Legendary 1904-O Morgan 
Silver Dollar, Brilliant Uncirculated

In 1962, the 1904-O (New Orleans Mint)
Morgan silver dollar was one of the three
costliest rarities in the series, UNC’s listing
for $350. Then the Treasury released the last
sealed bags of pristine 1904-O Morgans.
Today no other Brilliant Uncirculated
Morgan silver dollar costs so little compared
to its peak price. Introductory Price: $35.
Limit 2. Order #18579. Limited time offer.
NO “on approval” coins to return. Add a total
of $2 postage. 30-Day No-Risk Home
Examination: Money-Back Guarantee. 
To order by credit card call toll-free. Or
send check or money order to:      

International Coins & Currency
62 Ridge St., Dept. 4601, Montpelier, VT 05602

1-800-451-4463Order at 
www.iccoin.net (many more great deals)
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YES. Please reserve the “ Wings of Freedom” collectible
for me as described in this announcement 
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly

*Plus a total of $12.99 for shipping and service.  Illinois residents add state sales tax.  Prices
higher in Canada. Limited-edition presentation restricted to 295 casting days. Hanging
device included. Please allow 4–8 weeks after initial payment for shipment. All sales are
subject to product availability and order acceptance. 

An impressive 20" wide!

RESERVATION APPLICATION

Editio
n Lim

it—
Only

9,500 Pieces!

A majestic eagle in flight…a brightly-hued flag
spangled with shining stars.  Now, these symbols of
America’s freedom, strength, and spirit unite in “Wings of
Freedom,” a grandly-sized sculpture from the Bradford Exchange.

Exquisitely hand-crafted for vivid detail 

A perfect union of art and sculpture, “Wings of
Freedom” features the hidden-image artistry of
Rick Kelley crafted on the eagle’s outstretched
wings. You’ll discover images of the Statue of
Liberty and the Stars and Stripes.  Arriving ready to
display with a secure wall-hanging device, this impres-
sively-sized, individually hand-cast and hand-painted
sculptural eagle will make a bold and patriotic state-
ment from any angle.

An excellent value—unconditionally guaranteed!

Act now to acquire “Wings of Freedom” at its issue
price of $149.95*, payable in five monthly installments
of $29.99 each, and backed by our money-back guaran-
tee. Send no money now.  Just sign and mail the
Reservation Application today.

From any angle,
“Wings of Freedom” 
will add beauty and 

inspiration to your décor. 

Shown smaller than
actual size of appr. 

20'' wide x 13'' high 
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The ravages of war

The May cover photo of the 
young Marine saluting with a 
prosthetic arm affected me more 
than any other you have pub-
lished. It should be permanently 
mounted in the halls of the 
White House and Defense 
Department to remind the so-
called “hawks” of the ravages of 
war, on body and spirit. My 
heart goes out to this young man 
and others who have suffered 
devastating injuries. Let’s make 
sure the country doesn’t forget 
them on the long road ahead.

– Theodore Brewer, Bellevue, Neb.

The cover of the May issue 
took my breath away. No image 
could say better, “Hate the war, 
love the warrior.”

– Tom Guirey, Sterling Heights, Mich.

The May cover is one of the 
most poignant and evocative 
photographs I have ever seen. 
It is worthy of a Pulitzer Prize, 
and every American should see 
it. I pray that young man is 
doing well.

– Don Jones, St. Louis

‘The Homecoming’

“The Homecoming” (May) is 
not only heartbreaking, but 
enlightening. These boys were 
so brave. Not only are they 
coming home without body 
parts, they are coming home 
with terrible memories to keep 
for the rest of their lives. One 
sentence particularly stood out: 

“They seem too young to 
have endured such trauma.” 
It should, in fact, read, 
“They are too young to have 
endured such trauma.”

– Joann C. Hutton, Philadelphia

“The Homecoming” should be 
mandatory reading for everyone 
in this great nation of ours. Most 
see war as the movies and not 
VA hospitals and the mentally 
and physically disabled veterans 
who gave so much and get so 
little in return. Jeff Stoffer writes 
about the real sacrifi ces our 
military make every day. God 
bless those from all the wars 
and, sadly, those that will come.

– Pete Yancick, Morton, Ill.

Your May issue is something to 
crow about. I found it helpful in 
understanding our troops’ 
suffering. Being a veteran of 
World War II and Korea, I realize 
how lucky I was not to get a 
scratch. Thanks.

– Ivan Ferguson, 

East Grand Forks, Minn.

Thanks, American Legion

Once again, The American 
Legion came through for veter-
ans and those still serving on 
active duty with your Memorial 
Day issue. On behalf of the USO, 
I want to thank members of both 
The American Legion and 
American Legion Auxiliary for 
your steadfast support of our 
activities to ensure U.S. troops 
know they are supported by the 

people of the United States. 
You allow us to bring a touch of 
home to more than 120 locations 
where American troops serve, 
and we do it entirely through the 
generosity of donors. The troops 
thank you, and we thank you. 
Keep up the great work.
– John Hanson, senior vice president 

for marketing and communications, 

USO World Headquarters,

Arlington, Va.

After getting secondhand 
copies of a friend’s American 

Legion Magazine for several 
years and reading about the 
Legion’s pro-Second Amend-
ment, pro-Boy Scouts, pro-
national defense and anti-fl ag 
desecration stands, I decided the 
Legion is looking out for the 
things that are important to me 
and is an organization I want to 
support. I have joined and now 
get my own magazine. Keep up 
the good work.
– Dale Ebersbacher, Fort Meyers, Fla.

Social Security reform

In May’s Big Issues, Rahm 
Emanuel claims, “Privatization 
will add $1.4 trillion to the 
federal debt over the fi rst 10 
years – and trillions more 
thereafter – as the government 
takes money out of the Social 
Security Trust Fund to invest in 
private accounts.” 

Why would the government 
“invest in private accounts”? 
Do they not understand the 
meaning of “private”? I’ve heard 
many naysayers make the same 
claim as Emanuel but have yet to 
hear a cogent explanation why it 
would occur under any scenario 
yet introduced.

– Doug Spittler, Kalama, Wash.

Rep. Rahm Emanuel is right 
when he says privatization isn’t 
the answer. No more important 
task faces the United States today 
than preserving Social Security 

Still willing to serve

I wish to thank you for the cover photo 
of the young Marine on the May issue. 
It brought tears to my eyes and made me 
proud to have been a Marine. Thank God 
that our young men and women are still 
willing to serve in our military and to 
defend our country and our way of life. 
May God continue to bless America and 
all those who serve, and have served, 
our great nation.

– Greg Petro, South Daytona, Fla.

vet voice
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Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Rings

1250 Easton Road, Suite 290, Horsham, PA 19044

YES. I wish to order the following Exclusive War Veteran Ring, 
personalized with my initials and year dates of service. Check (✓) choices:

WW II Ring         Korea Ring         Vietnam Ring 

Service Branch: Army         Navy           Air Force    

Marine        Coast Guard

Initials Desired (3): ____  ____  ____    Service Yrs: ______ to ______

Birthstone Month**(1): _____________________________________

I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in three monthly installments 
of $65* each, with the first payment due prior to shipment. 
A custom ring sizer will be sent before shipment to assure my correct fit.

SHIPPING ADDRESS (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes)   Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery.

Name ______________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________

City                                 __________________State Zip ____________

Signature ____________________________________________________

Phone # ____________________________________________________
**April (Diamond Birthstones) add $100.00 to first payment.
* Plus $9.95 for engraving, shipping, and handling.

PA residents add 6% state sales tax.

© ICM 2005 These rings have been registered with the  United States Copyright Office, as sculpture.

W
e proudly present our Official Veterans Military Service

Rings as powerful reminders of the bravery and sacrifice

made by so many Veterans during these terrible 

conflicts. The tops of each ring feature beautifully sculptured

Military Service Emblems and two of your personal birthstones. 

The sides are sculptures of your War Memorial, Service Medal and

enameled Service Ribbon. Each ring is custom-crafted in America

using genuine sterling silver, richly detailed in 22 karat antiqued

gold. As a permanent mark of exclusivity, your ring will be engraved

on the inner band with your initials and the year dates of your service.

INTEREST-FREE PAYMENT PLAN. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 100%

“Thank you” priced at a remarkably low $195*, an affordable payment plan is also available. Your satisfaction is guaranteed or you may return

your ring within 30 days for replacement or refund – no questions asked. So, order yours today! You have earned the right to wear this special ring.

EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED TO HONOR VIETNAM, KOREAN AND WWII  WAR VETERANS 

U N I T E D  S TAT E S  M I L I TA R Y
W A R  V E T E R A N  B I R T H S T O N E  R I N G S
Featuring the Official Service Medals and Ribbons, The War Memorials, Service Branch Emblems and Your Personal Birthstones

VISIT  VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES ™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM

ARMY NAVY AIR FORCE MARINES
COAST

GUARD

YOUR CHOICE OF SERVICE BRANCH EMBLEM SCULPTED ON TOP OF RING.

Engraved with your 
initials and years 
of service.

WW2 Marine Corps Ring
show above with Rubies

Vietnam Ring, center,
shown with diamonds

Korean War Navy Ring 
show below with 

Sapphires

YOUR CHOICE OF BIRTHSTONE: BIRTHSTONE NAMES REFER TO COLOR. EACH DIAMOND IS GENUINE .04 ct.

JANUARY

GARNET

FEBRUARY

AMETHYST

MARCH

AQUAMARINE

APRIL

DIAMOND**

MAY

EMERALD

JUNE

PEARL

JULY

RUBY

AUGUST

PERIDOT

SEPTEMBER

SAPPHIRE

OCTOBER

ROSE ZIRCON

NOVEMBER

GOLDEN SAPPHIRE

DECEMBER

BLUE ZIRCON

ORDER FORM

FOR FASTEST SERVICE CALL TOLL FREE TO  ORDER: 1-800-255-3048
Monday - Friday from 9am - 5pm EST  Have Credit card and ring size ready when ordering.

VETRIN-ALM-0705

Page 



for generations of workers and 
families to come. That’s why we 
should continue to oppose any 
measure that drains money out 
of it for private investment 
accounts or any other reason.

Yes, the world is different now 
than 70 years ago, when Social 
Security was established. 
Adjustments must be made 
sooner rather than later to 
ensure the program’s long-term 
solvency. With no changes at all, 
however, Social Security will be 
able to make full payments to all 
benefi ciaries through 2042 or 
beyond. The looming crisis you 
keep hearing about is actually 37 
years away. But that’s no reason 
for complacency.

Reforming the program is not 
the same as dismantling, which 
is what diverting payroll taxes 
into private accounts will do. 
That’s a solution much worse 
than the problem, like pushing 
your car over a cliff the fi rst time 
it needs a brake job. Millions of 
Americans depend on Social 
Security payments as part or all 
of their household income. 
Remember, it is not an invest-
ment program. What supporters 
of private accounts would like 
you to forget is that Social 
Security is a family insurance 
program. That insurance has 
kept millions of retirees, disabled 
workers, widows and surviving 
children out of poverty.

– Henry G. Hendrickson,

Viroqua, Wis.

‘The Law Against Values’

God bless The American Legion 
for its continued commitment to 
unmask the American Civil 
Liberties Union as a genuine 
threat to America’s core values. 
The interview with attorney Rees 

Lloyd (“The Law Against Values,” 
May) is a powerful instrument to 
inform veterans of the ACLU’s 
determined agenda. It is unimagi-
nable that an organization of less 
than half a million members can 
orchestrate a persistent and 
systematic attack on treasured 
traditions, beliefs, institutions 
and old-fashioned common sense.

The Legion was instrumental 
in creating the Citizens Flag 
Alliance to protect our fl ag from 
acts of physical desecration. 
I challenge The American Legion 
to step up again by spearheading 
a coalition of organizations and 
citizens who embrace America’s 
traditional values and whose 
purpose would be to combat the 
insanity of the ACLU.

The American Legion is made 
up of men and women who have 
fought injustice all over the 
world. It is time for us to again 
defend America by supporting 
an army of attorneys to check 
ACLU fanaticism.

– Walter A. Ross, Rio Rancho, N.M.

I am dumbfounded to learn 
that my tax dollars are paying 
the salaries of people in the 
ACLU who are trying to tear the 
Constitution apart. The Legion 
should petition to get 42 U.S. 
Code Section 1988 repealed.

– Robert Fisher, Indian Lake, N.Y.

Chipped beef, not ground

For shame! Trying to pass off 
recipes for Hamburger Helper as 
SOS is beneath the memory of 
this hallowed mixture. SOS is 
made with dried chipped beef, 
not ground beef. After hacking 
apart the beef pack, brown it in 
butter. Slowly add milk and fl our. 
Use moderate heat and stir slowly 
and constantly. Add salt, pepper 

or smokeless powder to season to 
taste. Serve over burnt toast. It’s 
not something for Cub Scouts, as 
are the recipes in the May issue.

– Kent Hadley, East Hampton, Conn.

I feel I must reply to those 
apparently younger veterans who 
never had real SOS. I served in 
the Army starting in 1965, when 
it had actual military cooks and 
not civilian contractors. During 
that time, until the government 
changed the recipe to save 
money, we were served SOS 
using salted chipped beef and 
gravy over toast, and it was very 
good – never ground beef. Yuck.

– T.L. Davis, Bowling Green, Ky.

Media mistake

Your article “Men of Mettle” 
(Rapid Fire, May) reminded me 
of what irritates me most about 
the media. During the TV news 
spots telling of the awarding of 
the Medal of Honor to Army Sgt. 
First Class Paul Ray Smith, only 
one network I watched got the 
name of the medal right: ABC. 
All the others called it the 
Congressional Medal of Honor. 
It’s simply the Medal of Honor. 

It seems disrespectful to me 
that people cannot get right the 
name of our nation’s highest 
military award for valor. That’s 
like calling Great Britain’s 
highest award, the Victoria 
Cross, the “Parliamentary 
Victoria Cross.” I believe “con-
gressional” got tacked on around 
the time of the Spanish-Ameri-
can War by a news media 
looking for a grander title and 
has mistakenly continued since. 

I’d encourage all Legionnaires 
to help correct this mistake 
when they encounter it.

– Donald A. Smith, Thayer, Mo.
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THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 

Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verifi cation. All letters published are subject to editing.
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged.

The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 • magazine@legion.org
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Here’s a riddle: How do you get the American Civil Liberties Union to 
stop defending terrorists? Tell the ACLU that the detainees are really 

Boy Scouts. Sadly, I am only half joking. This is the same group, after 
all, that defends pedophiles in the North American Man/Boy Love 
Association yet sues U.S. servicemembers engaged in a war.

The latest outrage from the “America-does-nothing-right” crowd is a 
series of lawsuits against Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, Lt. 
Gen. Ricardo Sanchez, Brig. Gen. Janis Karpinski and Col. Thomas 
Pappas. The March 1 news release, in which the ACLU announced the 
lawsuits, would be laughable if not for the serious impact it is already 
having on military operations. Among the alleged abuses committed by 
our troops against the peace-loving detainees is “degrading treatment” 
and “restraint in contorted and excruciating positions.” It would be easy 
to make a comparison to Western hostages who have been beheaded by 
Islamic terrorists, but we are, and should be, held to a higher standard. 
In fact, most military servicemembers and veterans were horrifi ed by 
the photographs taken at Abu Ghraib prison. The military, however, is 
investigating these abuses and has court-martialed or nonjudicially 
punished those already determined to be responsible.

These lawsuits represent the latest salvo in a pattern of “lawfare” used 
by the ACLU and fellow litigant Human Rights First. These groups, 
along with the Center for Constitutional Rights and Veterans for Peace, 
have exploited the Freedom of Information Act by requiring the Penta-
gon to release documents to the tune of 15,000 pages per month. All of 
these documents need to be gathered and reviewed by intelligence 
personnel and other troops before public release. I suppose these 
intelligence specialists don’t have anything better to do, like maybe 
prevent the next 9/11 or keep our troops safe in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“The effects of Rumsfeld’s policies have been devastating both to 
America’s international reputation as a beacon of freedom and democ-
racy, and to the hundreds, even thousands, of individuals who have 
suffered at the hands of U.S. forces,” said ACLU Executive Director 
Anthony D. Romero. Thousands? Of the 50,000 detainees processed 
between September 2001 and August 2004, 300 allegations of abuse 
have been made. After 150 investigations, only 66 cases have been 
confi rmed – that’s a whopping 0.132 percent. Two-thirds of the 66 
confi rmed abuses occurred in battle, not during the interrogations.

DoD policy forbids requiring a prisoner to stand more than four con-
secutive hours. Under this more-than-generous rule, nearly every waiter 
and waitress in the United States could claim “abuse through stress 
positions.” War zones are dangerous places and people do get hurt. A 
detainee bumping his head while being handcuffed and put in a Humvee 
should hardly be considered abuse, yet according to some it’s a war crime.

The United States “does not permit, tolerate or condone any such 
torture by its employees under any circumstances,” William Haynes, 
DoD’s general counsel, said in a 2003 letter to Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt.  

Many war critics claim that the detainees are entitled either to due 
process in U.S. courts or Geneva Convention protections. I fail to see 
how foreign terrorists who have never set foot in the United States are 
being deprived of their “U.S. constitutional rights.” Yet some wish to 
micromanage military operations by judicial fi at at the instigation of the 
ACLU and other radical organizations.

Friends of terrorists, foes of Scouts

National Commander 
Thomas P. Cadmus 
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MEMORANDA

BOYS NATION 2005: A 
program that has produced 
American leaders at every level 
since 1946 resumes July 22 in 
Washington. Boys Nation draws 
two delegates from each of 
48 states to the nation’s 
capital. There, they learn the 
legislative process according to 
the rules of the U.S. Senate, 
conduct hearings, and elect a 
president and vice president. 
This year’s Boys Nation 
concludes July 30. More 
information may be obtained by 
writing or via e-mail:
American Legion Boys Nation
P.O. Box 1055
Indianapolis, IN 46206

acy@legion.org

COMMANDER’S NEF 
CHALLENGE: Aug. 1 is the 
deadline for American Legion 
departments to submit their 
fund-raising numbers for the 
Commander’s Challenge 
competition to generate money 
for the National Emergency 
Fund. In addition to department 
goals for the drive, one more 
dollar per Legion post member 
is asked, in light of the 
devastating storms that hit the 
Gulf Coast in fall 2004. 
Donations may be sent to:

National Emergency Fund
P.O. Box 6141
Indianapolis, IN 46206

SHAD STUDY: VA has 
contracted with the Institute
of Medicine to study the 
current health of veterans who 
participated in the 19 Project 
Shipboard Hazard and Defense 
tests in the 1960s. Details 
about the study may be found 
by calling the Institute toll free 
or visiting the Web site.
(800) 556-9896, iom.edu

The protections of Geneva did not come from one convention but 
actually a series of meetings that date as far back as 1864. It is a body 
of laws passed piecemeal. It requires a clear distinction between com-
batants and civilians. For example, combatants must wear uniforms and 
carry their weapons openly during military operations. As the Society 
for Professional Journalists correctly states, “Combatants who deliber-
ately violate the rules about maintaining a clear separation between 
combatant and noncombatant groups – and thus endanger the civilian 
population – are no longer protected by the Geneva Convention.” Despite 
this, the U.S. military has given Geneva Convention protections to Iraqi 
soldiers who met the criteria. Unfortunately, some who are released 
return to fi ght our soldiers again.

In April, the military released a comprehensive report citing 4,000 
interrogations of Guantanamo detainees. According to the Los Angeles 

Times, “captives have described how Al Qaeda trained them to spread 
deadly poisons and at other times armed them with grenades stuffed 
inside soda cans, bombs hidden in pagers and cellphones, and wrist-
watches that could trigger remote-control explosions on a 24-hour 
countdown.” It’s nice to know that while our intelligence offi cials are 
gathering information from detainees on chemical, biological and 
nuclear weapons, the ACLU would advise these terrorists to “lawyer up.”

Now back to the Scouts. The legal attacks on Boy Scouts of America 
are similar to the ACLU’s hostility toward the military. Scouting is a 
valued experience sought by recruiters searching for candidates at the 
U.S. service academies. The Defense secretary and the Pentagon’s top 
lawyer are Eagle Scouts. Support for Scouts runs deep aboard U.S. 
military bases worldwide. Yet because Boy Scouts of America does not 
share the ACLU’s secular, homosexual-rights agenda, activist judges are 
trying to destroy the organization.

Several recent court decisions, if allowed to stand, will prohibit the 
military from supporting the National Boy Scout Jamboree. The bonding 
that occurs between soldiers and Scouts as they camp, eat, hike, study 
conservation and work together instills values that benefi t military and 
civilian society alike. The Pentagon has already succumbed to ACLU 
pressure by resurrecting a long-forgotten policy to bar the military from 
offi cially sponsoring private groups, including Scout troops. Hundreds of 
troops, many of them overseas, now have to fi nd new sponsors.

The American Legion will stand with the Boy Scouts all the way to the 
Supreme Court if necessary. The ACLU has successfully used the courts 
to tear down a cross that was intended as a soldiers’ monument in 
California. Moreover, the ACLU is soaking taxpayers with its legal fees. 
The city of San Diego recently paid $940,000 in ACLU legal fees after the 
organization chased the Boy Scouts out of Balboa Park. Nationally, 
taxpayers fork over millions to ACLU attorneys. To stop this greed, 
Congress must amend 42 U.S. Code, Section 1988, of the Civil Rights 
Act, which is being exploited by these radical lawyers.

We are not engaged in a fi ght over legal doctrine or constitutional 
interpretation. This is a war on values. It is one The American Legion 
intends to win.

Prominently displayed on the ACLU’s offi cial Web site is the phrase 
“Keep America Safe and Free.” Ironically, if America were to follow the 
ACLU’s lead, it would be neither. 
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big issues

The Real ID bill for foreign visitors  

Rep. F. James 
Sensenbrenner Jr., 
R-Wis.

n Sensenbrenner is chairman of 
the House Judiciary Committee. 

SUPPORT

Rep. Luis V. Gutierrez,
D-Ill.

n Gutierrez is a proponent of legal 
protections and benefi ts for 
immigrants.

OPPOSE

The 9/11 murderers exploited U.S. security 
vulnerabilities, primarily by deceiving government 
at every level into thinking they were casual 
tourists and harmless foreign students. Without 
real federal standards for state-issued drivers’ 
licenses and identity cards, the 
terrorists easily obtained a vari-
ety of state-issued IDs and 
drivers’ licenses that allowed 
them to freely move around the 
country and, fi nally, to carry 
out their evil intentions. To 
combat the threat of future attacks, a solid biparti-
san House majority voted for the Real ID Act.

The Real ID Act addresses the loophole that 
allowed Mohammed Atta to obtain three different 
state drivers’ licenses while holding only an 
expired six-month visa. The law limits foreign 
visitors to possess temporary drivers’ licenses for 
one year or less. The licenses expire on the same 
date visa validity ends.

The 9/11 Commission asserted, “For terrorists, 
travel documents are as important as weapons,” 
and recommended the federal government set 
national standards for the issuance of drivers’ 
licenses. The legislation does not allow an illegal 
alien to use a driver’s license to verify an identity 
for federal offi cial purposes. U.S. citizens have the 
right to know who is in their country, that people 
are who they say they are, and that the name on a 
driver’s license belongs to the real holder, not  
some alias.

Currently nine states – including my home state 
of Wisconsin – issue drivers’ licenses to illegal 
aliens, creating not only a national-security 
problem but a public-safety one as well. 

The choice is clear: Congress can address vulner-
abilities open to terrorist exploitation by support-
ing the Real ID’s effort to disrupt terrorist travel, or 
it can cross its fi ngers and hope terrorists don’t 
strike again.

CONTACT YOUR LEADERS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 
The Honorable (name), House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121

Imagine legislation that deports victims of 
torture and persecution back into the hands of 
their oppressors. Imagine a law that makes our 
roads more dangerous by denying people the 
opportunity to obtain auto insurance. Together, 

these fundamentally fl awed 
proposals make up the so-
called Real ID Act. It is truly 
a trifecta of defective policy 
proposals.

Our immigration system is 
badly broken. However, the 

piecemeal proposals offered in this bill will do 
nothing to address the larger issue of immigration 
reform and, more importantly, will not make our 
country safer.

A comprehensive homeland-security policy must 
start with comprehensive immigration reform. 
Recently released statistics show that more than  
10 million undocumented immigrants live in the 
United States. Study after study shows that these 
workers are doing jobs that Americans will simply 
not do.

So, to keep our nation safe, let’s stop targeting 
cleaning ladies and start targeting the real terror-
ists. By reforming our immigration laws, we will 
give our frontline forces the resources they need to 
focus on real threats to our national security.

It is my hope that as more people learn about the 
Real ID Act, the more they will see it for its true 
intent: legislation designed to unfairly punish our 
nation’s immigrant community.

Immigrants have served in every war since the 
American Revolution. Immigrants are veterans. 
They are soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan, and 
they are part of the fabric of our nation as surely  
as those who came before them. Let’s not turn our 
backs on our nation’s proud history of welcoming 
immigrants to work, to escape torture and to make 
a better life for their families. The Real ID Act will 
cause real damage to America.

THE HEART OF THE ISSUE

Designed to prevent another 
9/11-type attack by disrupting 

terrorist travel, the Real ID proposal 
is said by critics to violate the rights 

of immigrants and refugees.
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Courts differ on Gitmo detainees

BY JOHN RAUGHTER

In a decision that has con-
founded legal experts con-

cerned with America’s national 
security, a federal judge ruled 
earlier this year that detainees at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, have 
U.S. constitutional rights and 
valid claims under the Geneva 
Conventions.

The ruling by Judge Joyce 
Hens Green contradicts an 
earlier ruling by a judge on the 
same court and sets up a poten-
tial Supreme Court showdown.

Green, a Carter appointee on 
the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia, ruled that 

the detainees – most of whom 
have never set foot on U.S. soil –
have a Fifth Amendment right to 
due process. 

“The district court’s order 
confl icts with a ruling by a judge 
of the same court two weeks ago 
dismissing the same claims 
made by other Guantanamo 
detainees,” the Justice Depart-
ment stated in a release immedi-
ately following the Jan. 31 
decision. “These confl icting 
rulings will ultimately have to be 
resolved by the Court of Appeals, 
and the Department will explore 
options for expeditiously resolv-
ing the issues.”

Judge Richard J. Leon ruled 
Jan. 19 “that no viable legal 
theory exists” for the court to 
issue a writ of habeas corpus, an 
order that would require that 
the detainees be charged before 
a court.

Green’s decision also seems to 
contradict a 1950 U.S. Supreme 
Court decision, Johnson v. 

Eisentrager, which held that Nazi 
agents captured and convicted by 
a U.S. military commission in 
China were not entitled to U.S. 
constitutional protections. 

In Johnson, Justice Robert 
Jackson wrote for the majority, 
“We are cited to no instance 

Justice Department plans appeal.
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The Military
and the Law
Pentagon’s top attorney condemns use of torture.

Department of Defense General Counsel William J. 
Haynes II, the Pentagon’s top lawyer, is as respected 
within the Bush administration as he is deeply opposed by some human-rights groups. 
Nominated as a judge to the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals in 2003, Haynes still awaits an 
up or down vote in the Senate. People for The American Way, a liberal advocacy group, 
claims to have more than 35,000 signatures opposing Haynes’ nomination. The American 
Bar Association gives Haynes a “well-qualifi ed” rating, and many believe he would be 
confi rmed if given a full Senate vote. Most controversial is a March 2003 report produced 
by a working group appointed by Haynes. The memo, in part, stated, “In order to respect 
the president’s inherent constitutional authority to manage a military campaign … (the 
prohibition against torture) must be construed as inapplicable to interrogations under-
taken pursuant to his commander-in-chief authority.” Haynes spoke about military legal 
issues with The American Legion Magazine.

The American Legion Magazine: Has the reaction 

of the international community and human-rights 

groups to Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo been 

appropriate?

William J. Haynes II: Well, everybody comes into 
the world with a different perspective, and I don’t 

like to attribute that to improper motives. I think 
we should all be concerned, even outraged, when 
we see photographs like we saw come from Abu 
Ghraib. That’s just not what we’re all about. That’s 
the reaction we had in this country, and I’m sure 
that’s the reaction the soldiers in the fi eld had. It is 
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where a court in this or any 
other country where a writ (of 
habeas corpus) is known, has 
issued it on behalf of an alien 
enemy who, at no relevant time 
and no stage of his captivity, has 
been within its territorial 
jurisdiction.” Jackson also 
famously pointed out in 1949 
that the Constitution is “not a 
suicide pact.” Even so, the 
Supreme Court did grant court-

access rights to detainees in its 
2004 Rasul v. Bush decision. In 
response, the government 
allowed detainees hearings in 
military Combatant Status 
Review Tribunals (CSRT).

Green went even further in her 
decision and wrote of “the 
fundamental unfairness of the 
CSRT’s reliance on classifi ed 
information not disclosed to the 
detainees ....” Granting detainees 

access to classifi ed information 
could have a profound effect on 
the intelligence community’s 
ability to fi ght the war on terror.

Green referred to sacrifi ces 
made by U.S. military veterans 
when she wrote, “Although this 
nation unquestionably must take 
strong action under the leader-
ship of the Commander in Chief 
to protect itself against enor-

According to some legal experts,
U.S. District Court Judge Joyce Hens Green 
contradicted previous court decisions when 
she ruled that Guantanamo Bay detainees 
have rights under the U.S. Constitution
and the Geneva Conventions. DoD

appropriate to be offended by it, and it’s also 
appropriate to do what we’re doing now, which is 
to fi x any problems that we fi nd and to do that in a 
way that is appropriate. We have an organization 
that is self-policing. Remember, this came to light 
because a soldier on the ground found something 
that was wrong and went to his leadership, and 
the leadership reacted appropriately. They immedi-
ately began an investigation. What we are seeing, 
and what those photographs bring to light, is a 
product of the Army and the command dealing 
with the problem. That’s the way our soldiers, 
sailors, airmen and Marines are trained. 

Q: Civil-rights attorney Alan Dershowitz often gives 

a ticking-bomb scenario to describe a situation 

where torture may be appropriate to prevent mass 

casualties. Do you see a scenario when harsh 

measures should be taken?

A: The president has said we do not torture. That’s 
the commander in chief speaking, so that question 
is answered categorically. What we saw on 
Sept. 11, 2001, was how to kill as many innocent 
people as possible in the most treacherous fashion 
possible. This enemy has demonstrated obviously 
its willingness and ability to do that, and they 

have declared their intentions to do more of it – 
including, as you say, ticking time bombs with 
enormous potential to kill. 

So yes, we worry about those situations, and 
that illustrates a number of things. It illustrates 
how important it is to take the fi ght to the enemy, 
to keep those ticking time bombs and other threats 
as far away from America as we possibly can. It 
illustrates the importance of information in this 
war, because the normal lineup that one has in a 
war with a nation-state with armies, battleships 
and tanks and people in uniform, is just not 
present in this confl ict. We have this surreptitious 
enemy that is against everything that Americans 
and people who love freedom value most. So, faced 
with that threat, collecting information is extreme-
ly important. But the president has made it very 
clear: torture is not an option.

Q: Excerpts from your working group’s report that 

appeared in The Wall Street Journal seem to 

indicate that the commander in chief can approve, 

in extreme cases, measures that most would con-

sider torture. What are your thoughts on this?

A: The passage that you are alluding to was based 
on some legal work that the Justice Department 

did. As you may know, that Congress 
has charged the Justice Department 
with making defi nitive interpretations 
and not what the law is. So it was only 
prudent for people to ask questions like, 
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‘What does the law say?’ about certain things. But 
as you may know, the Justice Department has 
issued a subsequent opinion that has withdrawn 
that portion because it was unnecessary to discuss 
that hypothetical. 

The president has said torture is not an option, 
so that is no longer an expression. In fact, it was 
not considered or needed. But the broader question 
of trying to divine what Congress meant when it 
passed a certain law is something that lawyers are 
supposed to do, particularly in an environment 
with less certainty than one normally has in a 
traditional confl ict. So that is like many things 
that lawyers have to deal with in this kind of war. 
An example of the need to look at what are the 
rules and principles that guide us. 

The 9/11 Commission said at great length when 
looking at a different legal question about how 
does one treat intelligence information and law-
enforcement information and should there be more 
sharing between the communities. So also, we 
must as a country look at the rules that we have in 
place and see how they apply in the new confl ict.

Q: Can U.S. citizens who are enemy combatants be 

detained without charges or face military tribunal? 

Birthplace alone doesn’t make them less of an enemy.

A: It’s an unfortunate fact that we have found 
some Americans who have taken up arms against 
the United States. It’s something you don’t like to 
think about, but it’s a matter of fact. Your question 
crosses a number of different concepts. 

There is a military commission option available 

to the president to prosecute terrorists. He asked 
the secretary of Defense to create such a structure 
and develop the rules for when the need arises. 
When the president asked the secretary of Defense 
to do that, he made a choice at the outset (that) 
American citizens will not be tried by military 
commission. He has made that call already. As for 
detaining enemy combatants, there is a basic 
principle that has been around forever – certainly 
for hundreds of years – that if you’re fi ghting with 
someone who is trying to kill you, it is lawful to 
stop them and to keep them from going back and 
trying to kill other people. That’s what you do. If 
you capture someone on the battlefi eld, it only 
makes sense. Now the president said to us, “Treat 
people humanely,” and that’s what we do. And it’s 
lawful. It’s been recognized in treaties and is 
certainly customary in international law. It makes 
sense. That is not the same thing as punishing 
somebody. That is not the same thing as applying 
the criminal process. And so many people mix the 
two concepts and express concern about holding 
people without charging them. 

One way to think about that is to remember 
World War II. The United States captured hundreds 
of thousands of prisoners, many of whom were 
brought back to the United States and kept in 
camps all around the country … The huge major-
ity were never charged with crimes. They were 
kept in camp, and that was perfectly logical. In 
fact, it would be quite silly to release somebody 
who would come back and try to kill other people.

 Now we have found Americans – one American 
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mous and unprecedented 
threats, that necessity cannot 
negate the existence of the most 
basic fundamental rights for 
which the people of this country 
have fought and died for well 
over two hundred years.”

Leon, however, had an oppo-
site view of the president’s 
authority. Congress passed the 
Authorization for Use of Mili-
tary Force (AUMF) on Sept. 18, 
2001, which Leon believes 
allows the president to hold the 
detainees. “When Congress, 
through the AUMF, authorized 
the President ‘to use all neces-
sary and appropriate force 
against those … persons he 

determines planned, authorized, 
committed, or aided the terror-
ist attacks (of 9/11)’‘to prevent 
any future acts of international 
terrorism against the United 
States by such … persons,’ it, in 
effect, gave the President the 
power to capture and detain 
those who the military deter-
mined were either responsible 
for the 9/11 attacks or posed a 
threat of future terrorist attacks. 
Indeed, the President’s war pow-
ers could not be reasonably 
interpreted otherwise,” wrote 
Leon, an appointee of President 
George W. Bush.

Green’s subsequent ruling was 
in response to habeas cases fi led 
by 11 detainees currently held as 

“enemy combatants.” Green’s 
ruling does not require the 
release of the detainees, just that 
they be given access to civilian 
courts and counsel.

“I think Judge Leon clearly had 
the better argument and that it’s 
likely that Judge Green’s decision 
will be overturned,” said Paul 
Rosenzweig, an attorney with the 
Heritage Foundation. “The 
Supreme Court mucked it up with 
the Rasul decision, but if Judge 
Green’s decision stands it could 
really hurt our ability to gather 
intelligence and prosecute the 
war on terror.”

John Raughter is editor of The 
American Legion Magazine.
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is more than we would like to fi nd fi ghting against 
America – but we have found some. And being an 
American is something special, and in the cases 
where we have captured Americans, we have tried 
to bring them back to the United States, for example 

… Mr. (Yasser) Hamdi was captured on the battle-
fi eld, and it was discovered after we brought him to 
Guantanamo that he was an American, so we 
brought him to the United States … John Walker 
Lindh is another who was captured in Afghanistan 
and was brought to the United States. A third was 
Mr. (Jose) Padilla, whose case was heard by the 
Supreme Court. He is now contesting his detention 
in the federal courts as the Supreme Court has said 
he is entitled to do. It’s just a sad fact.

Q: Since the terrorists don’t wear uniforms or 

represent nation-states that have signed the Geneva 

Conventions, why are we expected to treat them as if 

they are entitled to these rights?

A: Well, in fact, this president and previous 
presidents have determined that they are not. I 
don’t think this is subject to serious dispute as a 
matter of law. The Geneva Conventions are treaties. 
They are agreements between states, and they 
refl ect time-honored custom and practice that if 
combatants fi ght honorably, fi ght according to the 
rules, they are entitled to certain privileges. But if 
they don’t, they are not entitled to those privileges. 
This country considered that in the context of a 
treaty negotiation in the 1980s, for example. And 
when President Reagan made the decision it was 
applauded in The New York Times and Washington 

Post in 1987. 
Terrorists – people who don’t abide by the laws 

of war, don’t wear uniforms or insignia visible at a 
distance, don’t operate as part of a command 
structure that can hold them accountable or be 
held accountable in turn – do not qualify in terms 
of the conventions themselves and should not get 
the privileges of prisoner-of-war status. As a 
matter of law, they are not entitled to it. As an 
expression of policy, the country has said that for 
quite sometime. In fact, that makes sense. 

What those treaties refl ect is not just habits. It 
refl ects a desire to put some boundaries on the 
horrible tools of war, to incorporate as much 
civilization as one can into the horrible business of 
killing. And it creates an incentive system. If the 
fi ghters behave honorably, they will get certain 
treatments. If they don’t, then they aren’t entitled to 
them. Now that doesn’t mean they won’t be given 
them. What President Bush said in this war is … 
the U.S. Armed Forces shall treat them humanely 
and, to the extent consistent with military necessity, 

consistent with the principles with Geneva … They 
are given culturally appropriate meals and religious 
items and many comforts that one would expect a 
humane society to do. But we must keep them off 
the battlefi eld and keep them from going back and 
killing more innocent people.

Q: There was a lawsuit fi led against Defense 

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld in Europe for “war 

crimes.” What is being done to protect our service-

members from such lawsuits?

A: That’s a big concern for all of us here. Each one 
of those come up in a different context. The one you 
are referring to, I think, was the recent one fi led in 
Germany. Similar ones were fi led a couple of years 
ago in Belgium. When it became apparent that that 
type of forum can be abused, the Belgians re-
examined their laws and actually changed them to 
be more careful. We have a similar situation with 
the ICC. President Bush made clear when he came 
into offi ce that he did not want servicemembers 
threatened by this. We have not ratifi ed the (ICC) 
treaty. Congress has spoken on this. As an adminis-
tration, we are doing a number of things to mitigate 
that risk and, hopefully, remove it entirely. But 
that’s not something entirely in our control. One of 
the things we are doing is seeking Article 98 
agreements, country-to-country agreements in 
which other countries agree not to turn over any 
Americans to the International Criminal Court 
should any charges be lodged against them, but 
rather allow the United States to take them. But it’s 
very important to protect our soldiers … One of the 
very highest priorities that we have is to protect our 
fi ghting men and women around the world who are 
putting their lives at risk for the good of the country. 
And, unfortunately, the risk of lawsuits is yet 
another thing to worry about.

Q: Is it to the point now where the average soldier in 

the fi eld needs a lawyer next to him in order to 

make split-second decisions?

A: I hope not. One of the things we can be very 
proud of is that our soldiers, sailors, airmen and 
Marines on the ground around the world are great 
ambassadors for America. They are well-trained, 
principled, well-read. The last thing I would suggest 
is that they have to have a lawyer at their side. My 
brother recently retired from the Air Force as a 
senior master sergeant. I think about him and 
people like him, really out there on the frontlines. 
The idea that we need to have a lawyer watching 
over them all of the time is not very appealing. x

Interview: John Raughter
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 The Social Security reform debate has 
become increasingly political and 

confusing. President Bush says the program 
is “headed towards bankruptcy.” If we 
don’t act soon, he says, “Social Security 
will not be there for our children and 
grandchildren.”

Critics of the president’s reform plan point 
out that Social Security currently collects far 
more in payroll taxes than it pays out in 
benefi ts. They say the huge Social Security 
trust fund can cover benefi ts for another 
40 years and suggest that relatively minor 
changes could fi x the program.

Both sides base their arguments on long-
term actuarial projections. Such projec-

tions, however, are just best guesses, based 
on assumptions about things no one can 
confi dently predict, including future birth, 
death and immigration rates, future labor 
force, productivity and wage increases, 
interest rates and price infl ation. 

Social Security trustees make projections 
that cover not just fi ve or 10 years into the 
future, but 75 years. No matter how reason-
able, such projections will almost inevita-
bly be wrong. Think back 75 years. Who in 
1930 could foresee the severity of the 
Depression, the baby bust of the 1930s, 
World War II, the postwar prosperity and 
the baby boom? Why should current projec-
tions be any more accurate? 

BY KERRY LYNCH
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Social Security currently is running 

massive cash-fl ow surpluses – more 
than $150 billion a year. These surpluses 
are expected to last until 2028. Currently 
legislated revenues, plus accumulated 
reserves, are unlikely to cover all future 
benefi ts. The shortfall, according to Social 
Security actuaries, equals 12 percent of 
projected outlays over the next 75 years. 
The following measures would more than 
close the projected 12-percent gap and 
improve the capacity of Social Security to 
assure basic income to retirees, survivors 
and the disabled.

Percent of projected fi nancial gap closed 

by the following measures:

40% – Raise the taxable wage base to 

include 90 percent of earnings. In 1983, 
Congress set the ceiling on taxable wages 
at a level that covered 90 percent of all 
cash wages and salaries. Since then, 
growing inequality of earnings has 
reduced the proportion of total earnings 
subject to the payroll tax. Raising the 
ceiling back to 90 percent would cover all 
earnings.

29% – Dedicate revenue from estate 

tax at levels set for 2009. The estate tax is 
gradually being reduced as a result of tax 
legislation enacted in 2001. Under this 
proposal, estate-tax provisions would be 
frozen at a maximum rate of 45 percent on 

Modest changes can restore solvency.
Henry J. Aaron is a senior 
fellow in economic studies at 
the Brookings Institution. 
Brookings.edu

By
Henry J. 
Aaron

Sources: Baby Boomer Headquarters (bbhq.com); Boomer Baby (octanecreative.com/boomerbaby); The Boomer Initiative (boomersint.com); Boomers International 

(members.aol.com/boomersint); Sold On Seniors (soldonseniors.com)
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The Trust Fund. Discussions about the 
Social Security trust fund, which consists 
entirely of U.S. Treasury securities, are not 
much more helpful.

The trust fund exists because payroll 
taxes have more than covered Social 
Security benefi ts 
for the past 
20 years. In 2003, 
the Old Age and 
Survivors Insur-
ance (OASI) 
program collected 
$450 billion in 
payroll taxes and 
paid out nearly 
$400 billion in ben-
efi ts and adminis-

trative expenses. The excess taxes – 
$50 billion in 2003 and similar amounts for 
each of the past 20 years – were used for 
general government spending. Congress 
has promised to eventually pay back 
everything borrowed, with interest. These 

IOUs total 
$1.4 trillion, 
representing the 
assets in the 
trust fund. 

According to 
current projec-
tions, benefi t 
payments will 
begin to exceed 
payroll taxes in 
2017. Then the 

Ratio of U.S. workers to beneficiaries:

1950

1975

2031

2080

estates exceeding $7 million for couples 
and $3.5 million for singles.

28% – Increase the age at which full 

benefi ts are paid to 67 by the year 2012 

instead of 2023. Then, as life expectan-

cy increases, raise the age to 68. In 1983, 
Congress passed legislation to gradually 
increase the age at which full benefi ts 
are paid from 65 to 67,  to be phased in 
from 2000 through 2023. This proposal 
would accelerate the implementation of 
that legislation but would not raise the 
age of initial entitlement from age 62.

18% – Adopt an improved price index 

for annual infl ation adjustments. Once 
workers’ benefi ts are initially computed, 
they are adjusted annually by the Con-
sumer Price Index. This index slightly 
overstates increases in the cost of living. 
The use of an improved price index 
would lower overall costs.

11% – Cover state and local govern-

ment employees in four states currently 

not covered by Social Security. This 
change would require that employees 
hired after some future date would be 
covered. Current employees would 
be unaffected.

Altogether, these measures total 
126 percent, which is more than enough 
to close Social Security’s projected gap
of 12 percent.

Through modest changes, Congress 
can restore long-term solvency to Social 
Security and preserve the guarantee of 
income support it provides. Diverting 
revenue into private accounts would 
force larger benefi t cuts. Private ac-
counts expose workers to heightened 
risks from fl uctuations in asset prices 
and infl ation. 

 In 1950, America 
employed 16 workers for 
every Social Security 
benefi ciary. Now, the 
ratio is just over 3-to-1.

IndexStock
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government will have to start paying back the 
money it has borrowed. Congress can fi nance 
this by reducing other spending, 
raising taxes or borrowing even 
more money. In short, the 
Treasury notes in the trust fund 
don’t solve Social Security’s 
fi nancing problems. They add to them.

Fewer Workers to Support Benefi ciaries. 

Another problem facing Social Security is the 
changing ratio of workers to benefi ciaries. As 
Bush noted, “In the 1950s there were about 
16 workers for every Social Security benefi ciary. 
Today, there are about three. And eventually, 
there will be only two workers per benefi ciary.”

 While these projections could change, the 
aging of the baby boomers is inescapable. The 

oldest will turn 62 and become 
eligible for early retirement benefi ts 
in three years. The youngest will 
become eligible in 2026. This demo-
graphic bulge will signifi cantly strain 

our public fi nances. The only way to manage 
the problem is by getting the economy to grow 
faster, cutting benefi ts, raising taxes or bor-
rowing more money.

Is Privatization the Answer? Advocates of 
private savings accounts say that if workers 
could invest some of their payroll taxes in indi-
vidual accounts, they could build up fi nancial 

Every 7 ½ seconds, 
a baby boomer 

turns 50.

To reform Social Security, the American 
Institute for Economic Research in Great 

Barrington, Mass., recommends the following:
Equalize Social Security benefi ts. Social 

Security’s minimum payments are now too 
low, and the maximum payments are too 
high. Benefi ts could gradually be made the 
same for everyone by changing the formula 
used to calculate them. The benefi ts of 
current retirees and those nearing retirement 
would be left intact.

Abolish the payroll tax. If everyone got 
the same benefi t, there would be no need for 
employers and the government to keep track 
of earnings histories, and there would be no 
need to maintain the fi ction that Social 
Security is a savings plan in which retirees 
are getting back what they paid in. This 
would open the door to re-examining the 
merits of the payroll tax – a regressive tax 
that harms the economy and creates a 
signifi cant barrier to new-job creation.

Abolish the corporate income tax. Corpora-
tions are not people; they do not pay taxes. 

The notion that such taxes are ultimately paid 
by rich stockholders is questionable. These 
taxes are simply another cost of doing busi-
ness; they become embedded in the prices we 
pay for goods and services and are thereby 
shifted to customers. In this sense, they 
function almost like a sales or value-added 
tax (VAT). If Social Security were funded with 
a national VAT, it would make sense to 
abolish the corporate profi t tax and the 
payroll tax. The real mischief of the profi ts 
tax is that it enables politicians to grant favors 
to businesses that lobby for special treatment.

Introduce a value-added tax (VAT) to 

fi nance Social Security benefi ts. A value-
added tax is essentially a sales tax, with the 
important difference that businesses basi-
cally get a credit for the taxes already paid 
by their suppliers. This means that a VAT is 
essentially a tax on the income derived from 
capital and labor (wages, interest and profi ts) 

– the same income now subject to payroll and 
corporate income taxes. But a VAT is simpler 
and easier to administer. One objection is 
that it is regressive; poorer people pay a 
higher proportion of their incomes toward it. 
But so is the payroll tax. Because a VAT is a 
tax on consumption, it would encourage 
saving, which is necessary for long-term 
retirement security.

Equalize benefi ts, abolish the payroll tax.
Lynch is director of research at 
the American Institute for 
Economic Research. AIER 
research focuses on personal 
fi nance issues and national 
economic policy. Aier.org

By
Kerry 
Lynch
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nest eggs that could supplement their Social 
Security benefi ts. Diverting payroll taxes into 
private accounts, however, would leave an 
even greater short-term fi nancing gap. 

The president reportedly hopes to rely on 
borrowing to fi nance the added costs of private 
accounts. But that, too, would create new 
obligations for future generations.

Financing problems aside, what should 
really concern us about private accounts is 
that such a system would create strong incen-
tives for politicians to exert pressure on fi scal 
and monetary policy to keep the economy and 
markets booming.

It also would create the potential for political 
mischief. A small group of appointed offi cials 
ultimately would decide the funds in which 
workers could invest. Although these funds 
supposedly would be limited to a small group 
of “index funds,” similar to those in the federal 
employees’ 401(k)-style Thrift Savings Plan, it 

is not hard to imagine politicians demanding 
that these funds include politically correct 
investments or omit “objectionable” ones, such 
as stock in a company being sued for alleged 
sex discrimination.

That Congress has not meddled with the 
Thrift Savings Plan is hardly reassuring. Social 
Security would be a far more tempting target. 
After 20 years, the Thrift Savings Plan has 
only $130 billion in assets. If just 10 percent of 
the Social Security payroll taxes collected last 
year had been diverted into a similar plan – a 
smaller percentage than most “privatization” 
advocates envision – the total investment 
would have been $40 billion.

Goal Should Be Change. Designed during the 
Depression, the Social Security system is 
outdated. Clearly it needs reform, and Ameri-
cans should be encouraged to save more for 
their retirements.

The problem with Social Security is simple. 
Baby boomers didn’t have enough chil-

dren. When millions of boomers retire, there 
won’t be enough taxpayers to pay their 
benefi ts without huge tax increases. Social 
Security benefi ts are based on earnings.
As the economy grows and people earn
more, Social Security will end up owing 
more in benefi ts. 

 Three solutions exist: raise taxes, cut 
benefi ts or make taxes work harder in 
personal retirement accounts. The fi rst two 
aren’t attractive. Social Security benefi ts are 
too low now, and raising payroll taxes 
reduces jobs.

However, accounts do work. My 18-year-old 
daughter, Meredith, could receive twice what 
Social Security will be able to pay her by 
investing her taxes in government bonds or 
stock-index funds. 

The accounts would be centrally managed 
and automatically invested to keep costs low 

– the Social Security Administration says 
about 30 cents for every $100. Meredith will 
not have to be a fi nancial genius to manage 
her account. She can put her money in a life-
span account that automatically chooses the 
best mix of investments based on her age. 
When she retires, her benefi ts would be paid 
from a combination of money from her 
account and a monthly government check 
similar to the ones today’s retirees receive.

The difference is additional security. 
Meredith won’t be forced to depend on the 
whims of politicians or the kindness of 
government bureaucrats for her benefi ts. And 
if she dies before retirement, her account will 
go to her family.

This system will cost money to set up. 
Opponents like to dwell on an exaggerated 
estimate of the cost, but they don’t mention 
that this is less than one-third of the cost of 
doing nothing. And neither today’s retirees 
nor those close to retirement will see their 
benefi ts drop by a single cent.

Private accounts provide security for the future.
David John is a research 
fellow in Social Security at 
the Heritage Foundation. 
Heritage.org

By
David 
John
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Privatization, however, raises many concerns.
The problem lies with changing Social Security 
from a social-insurance program into a forced-

savings program. This would further 
entwine government in the fi nancial 
markets, invite government policies 
biased toward permanent bull markets 
and create pressure to protect those 
individuals whose investments do badly. 

The goal of Social Security should be 
to provide a basic level of subsistence to 
the elderly. Making benefi ts equal for 
everyone would simplify record-keeping 
and permit Washington to replace the 
highly damaging payroll tax with a less-
damaging consumption tax. 

Such complex changes cannot be 
accomplished easily. But they should
be the goal. x

Kerry Lynch is director of research at the 

American Institute for Economic Research 

in Massachusetts. Founded in 1933 on the 

campus of MIT, AIER focuses on personal fi nance 

issues and national economic policy.

Article design: Doug Rollison

Birth rates before and 
after the baby boom

Here’s how the birth rate 
fl uctuated in North America 
before, during and after the 
baby-boom years:

Births per year

1940 ................... 2,559,000 
1946 ................... 3,311,000 
1955 ................... 4,097,000 
1957 ................... 4,300,000 
1964 ................... 4,027,000 
1974 ................... 3,160,000 

Baby boom years:
1946-1964 

While no law, constitutional 
amendment nor offi cial 
proclamation defi nes the era, 
sociologists coined the term to 
describe those born between – 
and including – 1946 and 1964 
as “baby boomers.” The term 
was chosen because the 
United States experienced a 
rapid population increase after 
American soldiers returned 
home from World War II.

The biggest year of the boom 
was 1957, when 4.3 million 
were born. 

Between 1956 and 1960, 
21.2 million boomers were born, 
nearly 1.5 times the number 
between 1941 and 1945 and 
the largest rate for any fi ve-
year period in the 20th century. 

Note: Some Social Security benefi ciaries are entitled to more than one type of benefi t. If both benefi ts are fi nanced from the same trust fund, the benefi ciary is usually counted only once in 

the statistics. If the benefi ts are paid from different trust funds the benefi ciary is counted twice, and the respective benefi t amounts are recorded for each type of benefi t.

Source: Social Security Administration. For more information, contact Rona Blumenthal (410) 965-0163 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov/policy/docs/quickfacts/stat_snapshot/index.html.

Social Security benefi ts by the numbers  (March 2005)

Type of benefi ciary  Benefi ciaries Total monthly benefi ts Average monthly benefi t
 Number  Percent (millions of dollars) (in dollars)
 (thousands)  of total

All benefi ciaries 47,999  100 41,949  874

Old Age Insurance:
Retired workers 30,181  62.9 28,902 957.60
Spouses 2,558  5.3 1,224 478.40
Children 495  1 232 468.40

Survivors Insurance:
Widow(er)s  4,606  9.6 4,177 907
   and parents 
Widowed mothers 173  0.4 118 682.10
   and fathers
Children 1,934  4 1,214 628

Disability Insurance:
Disabled workers 6,272  13.1 5,614 895.10
Spouses 151  0.3  35 230.90
Children 1,629  3.4 434 266.10
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By SHANNA TEDESCHI

Universal Media Syndicate

“Call lines have been
jammed non-stop ever
since the new nickels
were released just days
ago.”

So says John Thomas
White, Executive Di-
rector of the World
Reserve Monetary Ex-
change.

“But we are letting
people in on the secret of
how to get them now, at face
value,” White confirms. 

Hoards of people are jam-
ming National Hotline phones
to see if they can get rolls 
of the brand new United States
Buffalo Nickels.

In fact, the new Buffalo
coins are so popular and
highly sought after, they have
caused a national frenzy.

“I have never seen anything
like it in over 50 years. Just 7
days after the new coins came
out, they had already increased in
value by 850%. Everybody wants
them. But most people are strik-
ing out. Even the U.S. Mint told
us they were temporarily ‘sold
out’when we called,” said White.

“Our bank teller tried to get a
roll at her bank, but they didn’t
have any. She ended up having
to pay 850% of face value at an
online auction to get just one
roll,” said White.

But the World Reserve
Monetary Exchange has con-
firmed it is receiving a special
armored shipment of the new
coins, all earmarked for distri-
bution to the general public.

The brilliant new Uncirculated
Nickels are being carefully sealed
in Full Unbroken Bank Rolls and
sent directly to their homes.

“If relatives living in 1913 had
kept a full unbroken bank roll of
Uncirculated Buffalo nickels
from that first year they were
issued, they could now be worth
up to $24,000.00,” said White.

The new coins are special
because the Mint has announced
that this design will only be
struck for just six months. After

that, the dies will be retired for-
ever. “No wonder dealers and
collectors are trying to hoard
them all on speculation that they
will continue to sky-rocket in
value. Who knows just how
much they may be worth one
day,” White said.

Uncirculated coins cannot be
found in pocket change. The
coins used for change get dam-
aged every time they are han-
dled or thrown into a cash reg-
ister, which makes them of vir-
tually no value to collectors.

But uncirculated coins have
never been in the hands of the
public and are in the same
excellent quality as when they
left the U.S. Mint. 

“Although values fluctuate,
the uncirculated coins with this
high level of quality are the only
ones most likely to increase in
value,” said White.

But these coins are even
more special.

“For the first time in 67 years,
the beloved Buffalo is returning
to the nickel. And for the first
time in history, the remarkable
full profile of the other side of
Jefferson’s face will be minted
on the new U.S. Nickels. That
makes them extremely desirable

and highly sought after by savvy
collectors who are always look-
ing for limited coins like these
with a high potential for increase
in value,” White said. 

The Full Unbroken Bank
Rolls also make a wonderful
gift for friends, family mem-
bers or someone special.

“We recommend that every-
one take at least 5 full Unbroken
Rolls while they can still get
them, plus extras to give as spe-
cial gifts,” said White.

The National Toll-Free Order

Line is open 24 hours a day to
handle the large number of
requests. Readers should call the
Toll Free National Phone
Hotline right now, while 
supplies last, 1-800-235-8418
ask for Dept. BN4660.

“We have set very strict lim-
its on dealers. But everyone
else who calls within the next 
72 hours is guaranteed to get
what they need,” White said.

©2005 UNIVERSAL MEDIA SYNDICATE™ ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE UNIVERSAL MEDIA SYNDICATE™ 5701 MAYFAIR ROAD N. CANTON, OHIO 44720

Secret source for new Nickels revealed

THE WORLD RESERVE MONETARY EXCHANGE IS A PRIVATE EXCHANGE NOT 
AFFILIATED WITH THE U.S. MINT OR THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
SOURCE: World Reserve Monetary Exchange P0088  OF0177R-1 ©2005 WRME

Genuine U.S. Coin - For only one year
the front features a right profile of Thomas
Jefferson. In just 7 days after release, the
new nickels were already selling for up to
850% of face value. These coins stand to
be much more scarce in coming years than
the antique Buffalo nickels, which were
minted for over 24 years, by the billions. 

HOW TO GET THEM
NOW AT FACE VALUE
The World Reserve Monetary
Exchange is releasing Full
Unbroken Bank Rolls of the
Buffalo Nickels in Brilliant,
Uncirculated condition. Read-
ers can get immediate service
by calling the National Toll
Free Order Hotline now at 
1-800-235-8418 ask for Dept.
BN4660. The $7 Processing
Fee plus shipping gets you a
Full Unbroken Bank Roll of
New Nickels at face value.

ARTIST’S RENDERING OF THE NEW
U. S.  MINT BUFFALO NICKEL

First & only year of issue - These
limited U.S. coins will only be minted

for 6 months in 2005. A portrait of
Monticello will appear in 2006 and

this beloved buffalo design will be
officially retired forever.

Mint Value - First year of
issue coin values always
fluctuate. But, if parents or
grandparents had saved a full
unbroken bank roll of the
Uncirculated Buffalo nickels
from the first year they were
issued in 1913, they could be
worth up to $24,000.00 today.

■ GIFT -The first 10,000 Callers will receive a rich gold embroidered, royal
blue velvet Vault Bag with each Full Unbroken Bank Roll of New Nickels
requested. Satisfaction is Guaranteed.

Everyone will now be able to get the new Buffalo Nickels at face value -- even
those who were left out of the first round in the national frenzy to get them
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The American Legion Magazine: What is your 

vision to make America safer?

Michael Chertoff: Well, we need to stand back and 
look at the issue of homeland security as part of a 
continuum. Obviously, a critical part of homeland 
security starts overseas because we take the fi ght 
to the enemy as opposed to waiting for the enemy 
to take the fi ght to us. To the extent that we have 
terrorists worried about hiding themselves, they 
are not thinking about attacking us. So that’s 
obviously a critical part of the process.

At a second level is to transform the Middle East 
and create a democracy and a sense of the rule of 
law there. That also is a long-term strategic way to 
move terrorists off the board because we eliminate 
the conditions that sometimes give rise to terror-
ism. Obviously another level of homeland security 
is what we do here at home. Here we take an 
approach that is basically designed to manage risk. 
We can’t promise to eliminate every threat to every 

person at every moment. So we have to be disci-
plined in making some judgments about what 
priorities are, and secondly, to use a layered 
approach to defense. We don’t put all of our eggs 
in one basket, but we build a number of defenses 
so if one is imperfect or if one is overcome, we 
have some back-up systems in place. 

Q: Can we ever be safe until we do something to 

curb the fl ow of illegal immigrants across our 

nation's borders?

A: Illegal immigration is a signifi cant issue. It’s an 
economic issue, and it’s a national-security issue. 
Obviously the vast majority of people who come 
across the border are coming across to seek 
economic opportunity. They are not coming to 
hurt us. But within that stream, of course, there is 
the risk that people are coming across for bad 
purposes – whether it be crime, terrorism or 
things of that sort. Obviously we want to do 
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The Layered 
Approach

Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff 
weighs America’s most serious risks.

As a federal judge, he had a lifetime job that allowed him to jog 
in the mornings and spend ample time with his family. He traded
it in to become secretary of the Department of Homeland Security,

one of the most second-guessed positions in the world and
a tenure that will likely end with the second Bush term.

The former Whitewater prosecutor doesn’t mind challenges and has 
an ambitious agenda to reform the federal government’s newest 

department. “One large element will be giving people options,” he said 
at George Washington University on March 16. “If people want the 

shorter line at the airport or expedited processing at our borders, they 
can achieve it by agreeing to provide some limited personal information 

that assures us of their good faith. Another element is trust. We will 
earn public trust when we demonstrate that the information we do 
collect and the measures we implement are tailored to the goals of 

preserving security and do not creep beyond that mission.”

Chertoff recently spoke with The American Legion Magazine.

Michael Chertoff could easily have avoided the stress. 
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everything that we possibly can to prevent people 
like that from coming across the border. What the 
president has proposed is a temporary-worker 
program, which would obviously work in tandem 
with our security policy so we could take a 
comprehensive approach to controlling our border. 
The idea is that we identify the people coming 
across for economic reasons 
who are harmless and we 
bring them into the system 
in a regulated and controlled 
way, so we can know who 
they are and be aware of 
their comings and goings. 
That hopefully diminishes 
the demand to come across 
the border illegally. This 
makes available and frees up 
resources for us to focus on 
those who still want to come 
across illegally, who may 
very well pose threats to our 
security.

Q: You mentioned overseas operations when you 

described your vision. Have the wars in Afghanistan 

and Iraq made it safer here within our own borders?

A: Certainly taking the war to our enemy is a major 
strategic step in protecting our own country, 
because at one level if they are there worrying 
about themselves, they are not quite as free to 
worry about what they are going to do to 
us. Second, by damaging and destroying 
their ability to train and set up laborato-
ries and recruit in a safe harbor, we are 
diminishing their ability to develop the 
kind of sophisticated operations that we 
saw on 9/11. It doesn’t mean the prob-
lem goes away automatically, but it 
means we are impacting their ability to build the 
weapons that they might want to use and the kind 
of training cadres that they want to cycle forward 
in order to get more terrorists. So that is also a very 
big step forward. And fi nally, there is the tremen-
dous intelligence benefi t. We capture people and 
capture things. We get information, and that feeds 
into our knowledge base. Intelligence is probably 
the No. 1 weapon we have against terror, because 
that enables us to better pinpoint where the threat 
comes from and who the threat is and to take 
adequate steps to protect ourselves.

Q: Along the same lines, with so many fi rst-re-

sponders – police, fi refi ghters, EMTs – also serving 

in the Guard and Reserves overseas, do we have 

enough here to respond to another 9/11-type attack?

A: I can’t tell you offhand what the deployment 
fi gures are and how many police and fi rst respond-
ers are overseas. Obviously, defense of the country 
takes place in the fi rst instance overseas, as well 
as at home. We want to make sure that we do 
continue to monitor and assist our local authorities 

in terms of 
making sure they 
have the skill set 
and preparedness 
needed to deal 
with the threat. 
And, of course, we 
have federal 
resources that we 
can deploy in case 
of an emergency. 

Q: Former Health 

and Human 

Services Secretary 

Tommy Thompson 

said he could not 

understand why terrorists have not attacked our 

food supply. What are we doing to address this 

concern?

A: We are doing a number of things on the food 
supply. Of course, we have systems in place to get 
a comprehensive sense of situational awareness 
about the food supply, while we are researching 

medicines and other scien-
tifi c products that can help 
us protect our food supply. 
We do have some experience 
in real life in dealing with 
the issue of contamination 
because we have seen that 
from time to time and some 

of the lessons learned. Here is an area, for exam-
ple, where the Department of Agriculture has a 
lead role in protecting our food supply. We also 
work in terms of vaccines to protect our livestock.

Q: How can we protect our civilian airlines from 

shoulder-fi red missiles?

A: There are a number of things we are doing. 
And again, this is part of the layered approach. We 
don’t just do one thing. At one level, we are out in 
the world trying to fi nd these shoulder-fi red 
weapons, these man-pad systems, and take them 
off the black market. That is one clear thing we 
can do: dry that supply up. A second thing is 
build perimeter protections. And we work with 
our state and local partners, not only at the 

The Coast Guard’s role in homeland security continues to 
grow in vitality under DHS Secretary Michael Chertoff, 
who says inspection perimeters may be extended. Barry Bahler

citizen corps
You can help

Find out more about defending 
America at Citizencorps.gov.
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airports themselves but in the surrounding areas 
to make sure there is awareness of this issue so 
when people patrol (they) know what to look for 
and are mindful of this threat.

Third, we do want to look at technological 
things. There are things we can do on our com-
mercial aircraft as defense mechanisms in case 
one of these 
things is launched. 
So it’s part of a 
comprehensive 
approach. We are 
mindful of it as a 
threat, and it is 
one of our top 
priorities.

Q: Last year, some 

of the presidential 

candidates pointed 

out that we were 

not inspecting 

enough cargo 

entering our ports 

in shipping 

containers. Do we 

have the personnel to do this?

A: I’m glad you raised that because it’s a common 
misconception, the way people talk about how we 
deal with cargo. They confuse screening with 
inspection. We screen 100 percent of the cargo 
that comes through our seaports. Screening means 
we identify it in advance; we get advance warning 
from the manifest of what the cargo is. In many 
instances now, we have pushed overseas and 
actually do the screening and inspection before 
the cargo departs. Of that entire range of cargo 
that has been screened, we inspect those elements 
of the cargo screen that are high risk. And we 
analyze high risk through a national targeting 
center that takes into account the identity of the 
shipper, characteristics of the cargo, things of that 
sort. So, we don’t inspect – in fact, we couldn’t 
inspect – 100 percent of everything. We would 
stop commerce. What we can do is improve our 
screening capabilities, refi ne them, so we are 
targeting on the cargo that we ought to inspect. 
Work more with our overseas partners to move the 
inspection perimeter out. And also, come up with 
enhancing our technology for nonintrusive detec-
tion such as radiation monitors and things like 
that, that don’t necessarily require us to break 
bulk in order to get into the system. I was in South 
Carolina, the port of Charleston, and I saw our 
technology at work. I saw how we can monitor 

high-risk shipments without breaking into the 
container, come in, scan them and then, based on 
the computer modeling, we can detect anomalies. 
And from that, we know when we do have to open 
up a container and pull things out of it. Again, a 
layered approach that involves screening, nonin-
trusive inspection and ultimately breaking bulk is 

the kind of approach we 
want to take to defending the 
country across the board.

Q: How essential is it that the 

PATRIOT Act continue?

A: The PATRIOT Act has 
been a tremendous benefi t to 
our authorities in dealing 
with the issue of terror. I was 
at the Department of Justice 
before the PATRIOT Act. I 
was there on 9/11, and I 
know how important it was 
in terms of allowing us to 
start to move ourselves to the 
level that we need to be to 
protect homeland security. It 
was a measured step forward 

in leading information-sharing for the fi rst time, so 
the right hand knows what the left is doing, so we 
can use both hands in the fi ght instead of tying 
one behind our back. It did a lot in terms of just 
improving our legal rules to get them up to our 
level of technology. We had kind of a mismatched 
jigsaw puzzle of legal rules that changed depend-
ing on whether you were making telephone calls 
over an analog telephone or over a computer line. 
These mismatches in legal authority were opportu-
nities for terrorists and criminals to exploit our 
own legal weaknesses. 

Q: Why do you suppose the PATRIOT Act has been 

so controversial?

A: I guess its catchy name has turned out to make 
it a lightning rod. I know that I heard people 
attribute all kinds of things to the PATRIOT Act 
that are simply not in the act. There is a lot of 
misinformation about it. Part of the challenge for 
us is to make sure people understand what the 
PATRIOT Act is and isn’t.

Q: What is the toughest part of being secretary of 

Homeland Security?

A: The toughest part is dealing with the issue of 
risk now. There are many, many worthy things we 
can do. There are many, many things to protect. In 
an ideal world, we would be able to protect every 

Customs and Border Patrol offi cers are employing new 
technology in the processing of foreign passengers. 
James R. Tourtellotte

28

Page 



Our Country, Our History
Our Army, Air Force, Navy, Marines and Coast Guard! 
 Stay in touch with your Troops with a FREE* Wireless Phone from The American Legion.

* Phone free after rebates, make and model vary by market and carrier. Wireless products and services are fulfi lled by InPhonic, Inc., authorized agent for the featured carriers above. Service  

 not available in all areas. Offer  requires activation of new line of service on a two-year contract. Activation and Early Termination fees apply. Offer subject to credit and/or deposit. Other  

 restrictions may apply.  T-Mobile is a registered trademark of Deutsch Telekom AG. Copyright 2004 Nextel Communications, Inc. All rights reserved. Nextel and the Nextel logo are   

 registered trademarks and/or service marks of Nextel Communications, Inc.

American Legion Wireless is your member benefi t to save on cellular phones and service! You can get a FREE* 

wireless phone when activating a new line of service from these leading cellular providers: Cingular Wireless, 

Nextel, Sprint, T-Mobile and more. Choose from a wide variety of cell phone packages.

Plus, all American Legion members and Sons of The American Legion members qualify for Free accessories package 

and Free shipping—a guaranteed savings! Choose the best phone and plan for you. Low cost rate plans available.

To order or get information on the plan that’s right for you

visit www.legionwireless.com or call toll free 1.866.318.5461

Furniture
components
not included

91% of Tempur-Pedic mattress owners
go out of their way to recommend us
to others. 82% tell us it's the best bed
they ever had!

Now you can find out for yourself why
everyone's buzzing about Tempur-Pedic.

Inside our mattress billions of memory cells work in per-
fect harmony to contour precisely to your every curve and
angle and eliminate pressure points. 

Call today for a FREE demonstration kit and
find out how you can start getting the relaxing,
refreshing, rejuvenating sleep you need. You'll
receive a video, brochure and a sample of the
revolutionary TEMPUR® material. All at no obli-
gation whatsoever.

Sleep well. Wake more energized than ever before. Call us
toll-free today, with no obligation, and find out for yourself
how Tempur-Pedic is Changing the way the world sleeps!™

TM

Better sleep. Better health. 
Better call now.

To receive more information on the revolutionary
Tempur-Pedic mattress including a free video,

brochure and in-home tryout certificate,

CALL TOLL-FREE:

800-613-7938

Owner survey conducted by Alpert O’Neil Tigre & Co. August 2003

© Copyright 2004 by Tempur-Pedic Direct Response, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 1713 Jaggie Fox Way, Lexington, KY  40511    
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single person at every moment. But that’s not 
human life. Human life has always invited an 
amount of risk. We have to do two things. We 
have to make sure that our fear does not over-
whelm our way of life, in much the same way that 
we don’t stay home 24 hours a day because we’re 
afraid we’re going to get into a car accident, so too 
we cannot build such a level 
of protection that we make it 
impossible to move around 
or enjoy our daily living, or 
that we compromise our 
fundamental civil liberties or 
civil rights. So that’s one 
challenge. The second piece 
is we have to choose among 
many recipients of assistance. 
We are constantly hearing 
very persuasive requests for 
grant money and other kinds 
of assistance, and there 
aren’t enough resources in 
the world to give everything 
to everybody. So we have to 
prioritize in terms of a 
disciplined approach that 
looks at what is the threat, 
where is it strongest, what 
are the consequences in 
particular areas and how 
vulnerable they are. 

Q: Are we getting the cooperation we need from our 

allies in the war on terror?

A: My experience both at the Department of 
Justice and here is that we get a remarkably 
positive response from our allies in the war on 
terror. We work very closely with our counterparts 
in law enforcement and intelligence. They do a 
tremendous amount to share with us and work in 
coordination with us in rounding up people who 
are threats. I think there is a general understand-
ing among most countries in the war that this is a 
shared struggle. One of the things that I think is 
important for us to do here is to continue to build 
a strong relation with our allies so we don’t give 
the terrorists a place to hide or the ability to draw 
a wedge between us that they can then exploit. 

Q: In January, the Department of Homeland 

Security announced a new affi liation with The 

American Legion and Citizen Corps to help raise 

public awareness and participation in emergency 

preparedness, training and volunteer service. How 

will this partnership help achieve these goals?

A: The American Legion’s partnership with the 
Department of Homeland Security and Citizen 
Corps is a natural fi t, and we are delighted to have 
the support of the 15,000 American Legion posts. 
Through this affi liation, American Legion posts 
and Auxiliary units across the nation will connect 
to local Citizen Corps councils. These councils 

bring together the homeland security 
expertise of emergency responders with 
the energy and spirit of community 
leaders such as Legionnaires to develop 
a plan to educate, train and engage the 
full community. Legionnaires can join 
their local Citizen Corps Council to help 
develop public education and outreach 
campaigns, create training opportuni-
ties and expand volunteer opportunities. 
Through this affi liate, we have agreed 
to work to engage America’s youth in 
hometown security (and) include the 
participants of Boys State and Boys 
Nation, to elevate Flag Day as a day of 
citizenship and emergency prepared-
ness, and to provide support to VA 
hospitals in emergency-preparedness 
efforts.

Q: Other than this partnership, is there 

anything else The American Legion 

family can do to help make America 

more secure?

A: Absolutely. The American Legion family is 
clearly composed of people who know what it’s 
like to do service for their country in the most 
fundamental way. So they clearly have demonstrat-
ed commitment as well as experience that made 
them real participants in homeland security. We 
are all participants. There are great stories – some 
that can’t be told publicly – of people who saw 
things that looked anomalous and they called 
police, and that led to fi nding a terrorist or head-
ing off a potential problem. Vigilance and alert-
ness. Preparedness. Every family can do basic 
things to prepare itself in the event of a problem. 
And in many places in the country people do that 
as a matter of course. Whether it’s tornadoes or a 
hurricane, you learn that you need to have a basic 
stock of supplies in case electricity goes out or 
something of that sort. We need to have The 
American Legion to continue doing what it does 
and engaging in defense of the homeland. x

Interview: John Raughter

Article design: Holly K. Soria

Border Patrol offi cers work the 
fenceline on all-terrain vehicles 
along the U.S.-Mexico border. 
James R. Tourtellotte

30

Page 







Please send me the following 

        (qty) 

        (qty) 

        (qty) 

Order any only 

 Any  only 

All  only 

(CT residents please add 6% Sales Tax)

Enclosed is $                  check or money order.

OR Charge it: Visa MasterCard  Amex  Discover 

Acct#                                            Exp.                   

Name                                                                        

Address                                                                    

City                               State           Zip                   

Email Address                                                          

Daytime Phone

© 2005 National TV Bargains, 22 South Smith St., Norwalk, CT 06855-1040

$998
ONLY

seen
elsewhere
for $29.98

For Men and

Women

Order one 
of each and

SAVE!

Faux Diamond
Gold Finish

Faux Black Onyx 
Silver Finish

 Tri-Color gold/silver/copper  
   finish with two hidden magnets

 Gold finish expansion bracelet with 
   faux diamond dust and four secret magnets

 Silver finish expansion bracelet with faux 
   black onyx cabochans concealing 
   four powerful magnets  

IF YOU ARE NOT 100% SATISFIED WITH YOUR PURCHASE, 
RETURN ANYTIME WITHIN 1 YEAR FOR A REFUND (LESS P&H).

Under the gold or silver finish it’s solid
copper embedded with magnets.

Page 



7
/2

0
0

5

A chemical-weapons explosion and mustard-gas 
attack in Connecticut would have been bad 

enough, but add to it a bio-terror attack unleash-
ing pneumonic plague simultaneously in New 
Jersey, and you have the worse terrorist attack in 
history.

It could have been called “The Mother of All 
Terrorist Attacks,” but since it was just a drill, the 
Department of Homeland Security named the four-
day exercise Top Offi cials (“TOPOFF”) 3.

More than 275 government and private agencies, 
including a delegation from The American Legion, 
participated in the events April 4-8. It was appro-
priate that National Security Commission Chair-
man Clarence Hill observe the Washington portion 
of the drill. Hill, a Floridian, is no stranger to 
disasters after four hurricanes struck the Sunshine 
State last year. “If The American Legion posts are 
standing after a terrorist attack, they can do a lot 
as far as recovery and distributing supplies to their 
communities,” he said. “For starters, you want to 
have an outside generator available in case there is 
no power.”

According to the Department of Homeland 
Security, the congressionally mandated exercise 
series is designed to strengthen the nation’s 
capacity to prevent, protect against, respond to, 
and recover from, terrorist attacks involving 
weapons of mass destruction.

“We bill this as the largest, 
most complex, comprehen-
sive and dynamic exercise in 
counterterrorism we’ve ever 
conducted in the United 
States,” said Michael Chert-
off, Homeland Security 
secretary.

The scenario was chilling. 
Terrorists planned attacks in 
New York and Boston until 
they suspected their mission 
had been compromised. They 
reacted by accelerating their 
original schedule and 
deploying a vehicle-based biological agent dispers-
ing device in New Jersey. While seriously ill 
patients overwhelmed local hospitals, the chemi-
cal-weapons attack planned for Boston shifted to 
New London, Conn.

“It was a great opportunity for me, as a Legion-
naire, to see fi rsthand the response to an explo-
sion,” said Homeland Security and Civil Prepared-

ness Committee Chairman Erwin Gus Williams, 
commander of Post 24 in Derby, Conn.

While Williams said he learned little from the 
situational briefi ngs, he gained a great deal of 
information from veteran newscaster Forrest 
Sawyer, who reported on the fi ctional “VNN” 

network. The Associated 
Press reported that the New 
Jersey attack would have 
resulted in nearly 8,700 
deaths, if real. DHS offi cials 
would only say that casualty 
fi gures were “in the thou-
sands.”

“Our involvement can start 
by encouraging posts to get 
involved in Citizen Corps,” 
Williams said. “My own post 
started a crime watch. We 
have also distributed pam-
phlets to educate people on 
what to store. Every commu-

nity should have volunteers in this effort.”
“This is a testing mechanism designed to tell us 

where the stress points are in our preparedness 
and response systems so that we can work better 
to improve them and adjust them in light of these 
kind of experiences,” Chertoff told The American 

Legion Magazine.

– John Raughter

TOPOFF-3: Preparation for terror

A simulated chemical attack is staged at a mock water-
front festival in New London, Conn., as part of last April's 
TOPOFF-3 terrorism preparedness drill. The week-long 
test of the international homeland-security response 
system involved public-safety offi cials at levels ranging 
from local fi re departments up to the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security. AP

The fi rst two simulated attacks

TOPOFF 1: The only TOPOFF prior to the 
Sept. 11 attacks, the May 2000 drill 
included a chemical weapons explosion in 
Portsmouth, N.H., a bioterrorism attack in 
Denver and a nuclear threat in Washington. 
Lead agencies were the Justice Department 
and the State Department.

TOPOFF 2: Led by the Department of 
Homeland Security, emergency responders 
and 19 federal agencies honed their skills in 
May 2003 during a simulated radioactive 
explosion in Chicago and a biological attack 
in Seattle. 
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G
eorge Orwell fantasized of a 1984 when 
totalitarian government censors would rule 
the world. When that year arrived in reality, 

civilization thankfully had not sunk to such a 
depth. But it was the year 1984 when the Veterans 
Administration (now the Department of Veterans 
Affairs) saw something ominous and worrisome in 
its future: a fast-rising population of aging veter-
ans expected to need nursing-
home care by the turn of the 
century, and for several years 
to follow. The report, titled 
“Caring for the Older Vet-
eran,” called for urgent 
preparation – programs, resources, strategic 
planning, and political commitment. The govern-
ment did not censor the 1984 report. But it might 

as well have. Its forecasts went largely unheeded 
in the years that followed. 

Using simple demographics, “Caring for the 
Older Veteran” delivered a bitter estimation: by 
2000, waves of aged veterans from America’s major 
mid-20th century wars would start pouring into 
VA’s long-term care facilities. The waves were not 
expected to be small. The number of veterans over 

75 was estimated to increase by 445 
percent between 1980 and 2000 and by 
more than 600 percent from 1980 to 
2010. The report landed on desks at a 
time when most who fought in the 
Vietnam War were still in their 30s; 

Korean War veterans were in their late 40s and 
early 50s; and more than 11 million who served in 
World War II were just then entering retirement.

L O N G -T E R M  C A R E :

‘Not a short-term challenge’
VA leans on states, private contractors to ease growing nursing-home demand.

But with a proposal on the table to cut federal per-diem payments, state veterans 
homes are left to wonder how long they can afford the relationship.

BY JEFF STOFFER

Approximately 43 percent 
of people age 65 and older 
are expected to reside in a 

nursing home at some 
point in their lives.
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“Beginning almost immediately, larger numbers 
of veterans, both male and female, will be reaching 
old age,” VA warned in the report. “Caring for the 
aged veterans will not be a short-term 
challenge. The data suggest that the 
number of aged veterans will still 
exceed current levels by several hundred 
percent well after the turn of the century 
… more long-term care services, both 
institutional and non-institutional, will 
be needed to care for the aged veteran. 
Every state will feel the strain ….”

Twenty-one years later, the future has 
arrived. And this year in particular, 
with a federal budget proposal that 
would cut VA funding for long-term care, states are 
feeling the strain.

More than 42,000 veterans now receive institu-
tional long-term care through VA, either in a VA-
operated nursing home, a state veterans home or a 
skilled nursing facility in the private sector. Many 
thousands also receive specialized long-term care 
in non-institutional settings, like adult day care 
and home-health programs.

As the clock ticked toward 2000, Congress and 
VA wrestled with the imminent surge. In 1999, the 
landmark Veterans Millennium Health Care Act 
was passed, mandating VA keep its number of 
nursing-home beds at no lower than 1998 levels – 
13,391. However, funding did not follow the 
mandate. In a February 2002 letter to Rep. Lane 
Evans, D-Ill., ranking member of the House Veter-
ans Affairs Committee, then-VA Secretary Anthony 
J. Principi explained, “… it 
will not be possible for VA to 
meet the requirements of (the 
law) without adversely 
affecting our ability to 
provide other essential 
health-care services to 
veterans on a timely basis.” 
VA-staffed nursing home beds 
continued to decline, and 
now President Bush’s budget 
proposal for fi scal 2006 seeks 
funding for only 9,795 VA-staffed beds.

In the meantime, VA has spent much of the past 
decade shifting a larger share of its nursing-home 
burden onto state veterans homes and, increas-
ingly, to the private sector. “The trend has been 
gravitating toward state veterans homes,” said 
Lourdes E. Alvarado-Ramos of Olympia, Wash., 
president of the National Association of State Veter-
ans Homes. “One of the reasons is because there 
are numerous funding sources related to the state 

and to the residents.” State veterans homes now 
provide long-term care for more than 50 percent of 
VA’s eligible veterans. VA handles about 37 percent 

itself. Private 
contractors make 
up the remainder.

Since the 2006 
budget proposal 
emerged, the 
relationship 
between VA and its 
state partners has 
been tested. The 
plan calls for 
drastically restrict-

ing eligibility for VA-funded long-term care. Cur-
rently, VA pays states a fl at $59.36, regardless of 
location, per veteran, per day. The proposal would 
reduce – according to one estimate, by 80 percent – 
the number of veterans eligible for VA-compensated 
long-term care. The plan also places a one-year 
moratorium on VA’s grant program that pays up to 
65 percent of the cost of building or expanding state 
homes. By restricting access and freezing new 
construction, VA expects to save $496 million if the 
president’s proposal fl ies.

Neither the House nor Senate Veterans Affairs 
Committees could not buy into the proposal to 
reduce nursing-home eligibility to only those 
veterans in VA’s Priority Groups 1 through 3, along 
with some from Group 4. Currently, enrolled 
veterans in all VA groups are eligible for long-term 
care on a space-available, funds-available basis.

The plan comes on the heels of the $6 billion 
CARES (Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced 
Services) decision – the biggest overhaul of VA 
facilities since World War II – which lays out a 20-
year blueprint for new clinics and hospitals but 
offers little in the way of nursing homes, mental 
health facilities and domiciliary care. 

Alvarado-Ramos says VA’s current per-diem 
payment to states covers “less than a third of the 
true cost of care.” Veterans often pay the differ-
ence out of their own pockets, she said, through 
their VA compensation and pension or through 
state taxes. Some facilities use Medicare – which 
has a 100-day limit on long-term care – or Medic-
aid, which comes with its own unique set of 
eligibility criteria. By law, veterans with service-
connected disabilities rated 70 percent and higher 
have priority for VA institutional care, but no one 
is promised a bed when needed. The 2000 U.S. 
Census estimated the number of veterans in the 
70-percent group would grow by 30 percent 
between 2000 and 2010.

American Legion positions                 
on VA long-term care funding

n Supports maintaining VA nursing-home 
unit bed capacity at 1998 levels, as 
prescribed by law.

n Opposes legislative changes in eligibility 
criteria for receipt of state veterans home 
per-diem payments.

n Recommends $124 million for the State 
Extended Care Facility Grants Program.

2.4 years Duration 
of average nursing-
home stay.

$66,154 Average 
cost of one year of 
nursing-home care.

$60,000 Estimated 
average yearly cost 
of home health-care 
services by 2030.

Source: Mutual of Omaha
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In VA’s own nursing homes, the average cost per 
veteran can run more than $400 – a far cry from 
the meager per-diem VA pays states. The difference 
is often attributed to the fact that VA facilities treat 
a costlier population set, those with acute medical 
or rehabilitative needs and often staff those beds 
with higher-paid care providers. However, says 
Paul Morin, superintendent of the Soldiers Home in 
Holyoke, Mass., and past chairman of The Ameri-
can Legion’s National Veter-
ans Affairs & Rehabilitation 
Commission, state veterans 
homes provide specialized 
care, too – often including 
complex medical treatments, 
and there’s no evidence to 
suggest states provide any 
more or any less than VA.

Like many administrators of 
state veterans homes across 
the country, Morin is concerned how his state will 
manage the increased cost if the budget proposal is 
adopted. “We roughly fi gure it would cost our state 
over $5.3 million if what the president submitted 
goes through and we wind up doing only Categories 
1 through 4,” Morin said. “There is no gain for a 
state to have a state veterans home. It is a service, a 
service that states provide gratefully for the veter-
ans who served from those states.”

“State budgets are challenged,” said Alvarado-
Ramos. If states can’t afford it anymore, she adds, 
“then the veteran loses the choice of being able to 
go into an environment custom-made for him or 
her. The Vietnam veteran presents different issues 
than the World War II and 
Korean War veteran. Agent 
Orange, PTSD – and many 
mental-health conditions – 
can all be complicated by 
medical issues. You may have 
someone who has severe 
PTSD, who is a smoker, may have type II diabetes 
from exposure to Agent Orange … and that is a 
veteran who has complex needs. And homeless-
ness. Add that. About 40 percent of the homeless 
population in Washington state are veterans. That 
veteran cannot share in the cost of his care. We 
have a number of residents in our state who did 
not come from a home. They came from a home-
less shelter or a mental-health facility. There’s no 
home to go to. They end up back on the streets. 
Here, we are able to restore their dignity, among 
peers. There is the camaraderie and kinship of 
being with others who have served. This is not just 
money. It’s honoring our veterans by being able to 

care for them through the end of their lives. What 
we offer is very hard for a facility in the commu-
nity setting to offer. Caring for America’s heroes is 
something we take darn seriously.”

The construction-grant moratorium proposed in 
fi scal 2006 is also a concern as demand grows and 
bed space fi lls. “The population 75 to 85 years old, 
plus, is going to double or triple,” Alvarado-Ramos 
said. “That population is going to have Alzheimer’s 

disease, heart 
conditions, 
diabetes – in 
addition to ser-
vice-related 
illnesses that most 
likely cannot be 
treated at home. 
This big bump in 
demographics has 
to be addressed.”

VA, itself, made that same observation in 1984.
A House Veterans Affairs Committee budget 

report in 2002 noted, “VA has never fulfi lled the 
promise of its landmark mid-1980s study, ‘Caring 
for the Older Veteran.’ That study recommended 
large increases in both inpatient and alternative 
programs, such as respite, hospice, adult-day and 
home-based care, so that VA could approach the 
needs of World War II veterans with meaningful, 
health and end-of-life care programs, on both the 
institutional and non-institutional bases. This has 
not been achieved.”

In March 2002, the General Accounting Offi ce 
(now the Government Accountability Offi ce) 

reported that VA had not made signifi -
cant progress delivering non-institutional 
long-term care to eligible veterans, per 
the 1999 law. In 2003, the GAO testifi ed 
again that VA lagged and was limited by 
“service gaps” and “facility restrictions.”

Long-term care for veterans was not 
and is not – as “Caring for the Older Veteran” 
suggested – a short-term proposition. The charts 
and graphs showed over two decades ago that 
demand for nursing-home care would soar. That 
prediction was met by unenforced laws and 
unfunded mandates. And today, as waves of aged 
veterans enter their nursing-home years, per the 
calculations of 1984, a budget is proposed that 
seems to forget any warning was ever issued. x

Jeff Stoffer is managing editor of The American 
Legion Magazine.

Article design: Doug Rollison

Who is eligible for VA long-term care?

A veteran who has a service-connected disability rated 
at 70 percent or more qualifi es for VA nursing-home 
care. Veterans whose service-connected disabilities 
are clinically determined to require nursing-home care 
also qualify. Care may be provided in a VA nursing 
home, state veterans home or contract nursing home. 
VA may provide nursing-home care to other veterans if 
space and resources are available. Veterans with 
service-connected disabilities are given fi rst priority.

36

7
/2

0
0

5
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Dr. James Burris, chief geriatric 
consultant for the Veterans 
Health Administration, 
discusses the future of
long-term care for veterans.
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Choose Life

Grow Young with HGH
From the landmark book Grow Young with
HGH comes the most powerful, over-the-
counter health supplement in the history of
man.  Human growth hormone was first
discovered in 1920 and has long been thought
by the medical community to be necessary
only to stimulate the body to full adult size
and therefore unnecessary past the age of 20.
Recent studies, however, have overturned this
notion completely, discovering instead that
the natural decline of Human Growth
Hormone (HGH), from ages 21 to 61 (the
average age at which there is only a trace left
in the body) and is the reason why the the
body ages and fails to regenerate itself to its
25 year-old biological age.

Like a picked flower cut from the source, we
gradually wilt physically and mentally and
become vulnerable to a host of degenerative
diseases, that we simply weren’t susceptible
to in our early adult years.

Modern medical science now regards aging as
a disease that is treatable and preventable and
that “aging”, the disease, is actually a
compilation of various diseases and
pathologies, from everything, like a rise in
blood glucose and pressure to diabetes, skin
wrinkling and so on.  All of these aging
symptoms can be stopped and rolled back by
maintaining Growth Hormone levels in the
blood at the same levels HGH existed in the
blood when we were 25 years old. There is a
receptorsite in almost every cell in the human

body for HGH, so its regenerative and healing
effects are very comprehensive.

Growth Hormone first synthesized in 1985
under the Reagan Orphan drug act, to treat
dwarfism, was quickly recognized to stop
aging in its tracks and reverse it to a
remarkable degree.  Since then, only the
lucky and the rich have had access to it at the
cost of $20,000 US per year.

Many in hollywood’s glamour sets, who never
seem to age like you or I, have a special
secret to tell, and even space pioneer and US
Senator John Glen stays vital with HGH.

The next big breakthrough was to come in
1997 when the American Anti-aging Society,
a group of doctors and scientists, developed
an all-natural source product which would
cause your own natural HGH to be released
again and do all the remarkable things it did
for you in your 20’s.  Now available to every
adult for about the price of a coffee and donut
a day.

GHR now available n America, just in time
for the aging Baby Boomers and everyone
else from age 30 to 90 who doesn’t want to
age but would rather stay young, beautiful
and healthy all of the time.

The new HGH releasers are winning converts
from the synthetic HGH users as well, since
GHR is just as effective, is oral instead of 

self-injectable and is very affordable.

GHR is a natural releaser, has no known side
effects, unlike the synthetic version and has
no known drug interactions. Progressive 
doctors admit that this is the direction
medicine is seeking to go, to get the body to
heal itself instead of employing drugs.  GHR
is truly a revolutionary paradigm shift in
medicine and, like any modern leapfrog
advance, many others will be left in the dust
holding their limited, or useless drugs and
remedies.

It is now thought that HGH is so comprehen-
sive in its healing and regenerative powers
that it is today, where the computer industry
was twenty years ago, that it will displace so
many prescription and non-prescription drugs
and health remedies that it is staggering to
think of.

The president of BIE Health Products, the
American  distributor, stated in a recent
interview,“I’ve been waiting for these
products since the 70’s.  We knew they would
come, if only we could stay healthy and live
long enough to see them! If you want to stay
on top of your game, physically and mentally
as you age, this product is a boon, especially
for the highly skilled professionals who have
made large investments in their education,
and experience.  Also with the failure of
Congress to honor our seniors with pharma-
ceutical coverage policy, it’s more important
than ever to take pro-active steps to safeguard
your health.  Continued use of GHR will
make a radical difference in your health,
HGH is particularly helpful to the elderly
who, given a choice, would rather stay
independent in their own home, strong
healthy and alert enough to manage their own
affairs, exercise and stay involved in their
communities. Frank, age 85 walks two miles
a day, plays golf, belongs to a dance club for
seniors, has a girl friend again and doesn’t
need Viagra, passed his drivers test and is
hardly ever home when we call - GHR
delivers.

HGH is known to reverse Hemorrhoids,
Multiple Sclerosis, Ankylosing Spondylitis,
Macular Degeneration, Cataracts, Colitus,
Fibromyalgia, Angina, Chronic Fatigue,
Diabetes, Hepatitis C, Rheumatoid Arthritis,
High Blood Pressure, Sciatica, helps Kidney
Dialysis and heart and stroke recovery.

For more information or to 
order call  1-877-849-4777

www.biehealth.us
© copyright 2000

Choose Life

Grow Young with HGH

As heard on 

Radio with 

Dr. Don Johnson

• Strengthened heart muscle
• Controlled cholesterol
• Normalizes blood pressure
• Controlled mood swings
• Wrinkle disappearance
• Reverse many degenerative 

disease symptoms
• Heightened five senses awareness
• Increased skin thickness & texture

™

This program will make a radical difference in your health, 
appearance and outlook.  In fact we are so confident of the 

difference GHR can make in your life we offer a 100% 
refund on unopened containers.

BIE Health Products
3840 East Robinson Road

Box 139
Amherst, NY 14228

DIV 2037839 ON

APRODUCT OF
THE AMERICAN 

ANTI-AGING SOCIETY

NEW! Doctor

Recommended The Reverse Aging Miracle
RELEASE YOUR OWN GROWTH HORMONE AND ENJOY:

• Improved sleep & emotional stability
• Increased energy & exercise endurance
• Loss of body fat 
• Increased bone density
• Improved memory & mental alertness
• Increased sexual potency
• Increased muscle strength & size
• Reverse baldness & color restored
• Regenerates Immune System

1-877-849-4777
www.biehealth.us

All Natural
Formula
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Sellers and givers alike benefi t
in the era of ‘cause-related marketing.’

BY RENATA J. RAFFERTY

T
he natural partnership between business and charity has 
never received much attention, except in heartwarming stories 
about local initiatives – the family-run restaurant feeding the 

homeless at Thanksgiving or the corner car wash directing its 
Saturday receipts to the community YMCA. 

Charities wouldn’t exist without businesses. Their efforts are 
fueled by corporate grants and small-business donations. Their 
boards are populated by local and national business leaders. Work-
place giving programs provide employees a simple and effective way 
to channel funds to area nonprofi ts, and charities purchase products 
and services the same way most of us do: from businesses.

Business, too, relies on charities. The for-profi t sector looks to 
community-based organizations to improve or augment quality of 
life for its employees, customers and stockholders. More than that, 
business relies on the not-for-profi t sector as its medium for acting 
as a good corporate citizen. Corporate donations are directed to 
nonprofi t organizations to be used to benefi t the community.

They may seem like strange bedfellows, but they make excellent 
partners. 

Cause-Related Marketing. About 20 years ago, the business-charity 
partnership moved to front and center on the national stage with an 
unprecedented initiative that paid off with big dividends for both 
sectors. It was 1983, and Lee Iacocca had been tapped to head the 
effort to restore the Statue of Liberty. The nonprofi t organization 
responsible for the renovation secured an innovative agreement with 
American Express, which agreed to donate one penny to the charity 
each time one of its credit cards was used.

At the end of the 90-day partnership, the Statue of Liberty project 
received a whopping $1.7 million – a lot of pennies. Even more 
astounding was what the partnership delivered to American Ex-
press: a 48-percent increase in the number of new cardholders and 
a 28-percent spike in use of its plastic.

“Cause-related marketing,” or “CRM,” was born. Since that resound-
ingly successful partnership, virtually every major corporation in the 
United States and Great Britain has built a cause-related component 
into its annual marketing strategy. Even small businesses started to 
recognize that a partnership with charity can boost business.

In fact, an October 2001 study by research fi rm Cone, Inc., found 
that 81 percent of Americans is willing to switch product brands – 
price and quality being equal – if the other brand is associated with a 
good cause.

Profi t is not the only perk enjoyed by businesses that embrace 
charity. A 2000 Roper study revealed that 87 percent of employees at 
companies with cause programs feel loyal to their employers, 
whereas only 67 percent feel loyal about working for businesses 

The Business of Charity
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Charitable programs
and projects supported by 
The American Legion

American Legacy Scholarship 
Fund. Provides scholarships to 
children of active-duty service-
members, National Guardsmen 
and reservists who died on or 
after Sept. 11, 2001. 
(317) 630-1212

American Legion Endowment 
Fund. Provides funds for 
Temporary Financial Assistance 
and Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation programs.
(317) 630-1323 

Child Welfare Foundation. 
Funds projects of youth-serving 
organizations to improve quality 
of life for our nation’s children.
(317) 630-1202, Cwf-inc.org

Children’s Miracle Network 
Partnership. Supports local 
CMN-affi liated hospitals in their 
efforts to provide quality health 
care for children.
(317) 630-1202 

Family Support Network. 
Provides a 24-hour, nationwide 
toll-free number connecting 
military families in need with 
local Legion posts that can 
assist.
(800) 504-4098

National Emergency Fund. 
Meets the needs of communi-
ties and Legion family members 
in the wake of natural disasters.
(317) 630-1330

Samsung American Legion 
Scholarship. Assists direct 
descendants of U.S. wartime 
veterans enrolled in undergrad-
uate collegiate studies.
(317) 630-1212 

Temporary Financial 
Assistance. Provides cash 
grants to eligible veterans with 
minor children to help families 
meet basic needs.
(317) 630-1323
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without such connections.
Charities, too, have devised new ways 

to attain their goals by pairing with 
business partners. For example, the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation 
agreed to license the use of its name on 
a line of house paints with colors 
reminiscent of colonial Williamsburg. 

Actor-and-philanthropist-turned-
entrepreneur Paul Newman took “cause 
marketing” to a new level when he 
founded Newman’s Own. From salad 
dressing to popcorn and spaghetti sauce, 
the manufacture and sale of every 
product has only one purpose: to gener-
ate profi t, all of which goes to charity.

Not every partnership or CRM initia-
tive must be this ambitious to be suc-
cessful. Every day in cities and towns all 
across America, charities and local businesses are 
fi nding new ways to work together to improve life 
in their home communities. Schools, churches, 
youth groups and senior centers are reaching out to 
nearby hardware stores, grocery stores and banks. 
They join hands not with their palms out, but in a 
fi rm handshake cementing a commitment to make 
their corner of the world a better place.

These partnerships go beyond a simple check 
exchange. Local businesses as well as large 
corporations are loaning out their employees and 
executives to strengthen the operations of commu-
nity groups. Charities are teaching small and large 
fi rms how to help the environment. Profi ts and 
nonprofi ts are banding together to address dis-

crimination, underemployment, domestic and 
workplace violence, and disaster relief.

Local and Global. Such partnerships are not only 
local or national in scope. The catastrophic tsunami  
in Southeast Asia last winter triggered an outpour-
ing of corporate aid. The coordination and adminis-
tration of that effort have taken the possibilities of 
business-charity partnership to a new level.

Governments depend on relief agencies for 
manpower and expertise. Relief groups look to the 
business sector to provide food, medicine, heavy 
equipment and other critical supplies. And those 
generous corporations rely on government trans-
port to deliver tons of in-kind donations.

Verify that the charity is 
registered with the IRS as a 
tax-exempt organization. 
This increases the likelihood 
that it is operating 
legitimately. Guidestar.org

Review the charity’s own Web 
site to learn about its relief 
activities. Look for a clear 
statement of how and where 
donations will be used.

Specify that your contribution 
is to be used only for its 
expressed purposes, if that is 
your wish, by noting so on 
your check or in the space 
provided if making a donation 
online.
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Polls show that two of every three U.S. house-
holds contributed funds to the families of 

9/11 victims, and one of three to survivors of the 
Indian Ocean tsunami last December. In 2003, 
Americans gave $241 billion, far outpacing – per 
capita – the second-place British. But all this gold 
crossing the sea has lured more than a few pirates.

In January, the FBI warned of crooks seeking 
tsunami donations through e-mails – outfi ts like 
the sham Red Cross International Amsterdam/
Nederland Zone, whose promise to treat 1.5 mil-
lion child-victims of the disaster supposedly 
depended on Western Union cash transfers from 
kindly Americans and Europeans. The infamous 
Nigerian e-mail scammers also got into the act, 
masquerading as a Singaporean charity. 

Richard Blumenthal, Connecticut’s attorney 
general, told CNN.com that cyber-thieves often 

“look like or sound like charitable organizations – 
America Cares instead of Americares,” for example. 
Impeding law enforcement is the sheer number of 
charities – some 1.4 million in this country alone, 
says the watchdog group Independent Sector.

Then there’s donor intent. Even when a gift 
reaches a bona-fi de charity, will the money serve 
the anticipated purpose? 

Just after 9/11, millions of Americans wrote 
checks to charities expecting that their donations 
would at once be channeled to New York City’s 
injured, orphaned and widowed. A furor erupted 
when the Red Cross attempted to set aside $200 mil-
lion of this outpouring for new telephone gear and 
other equipment reserved for possible future attacks.

Off the front page, similar frustrations erupt. In 

Charitable giving: fraud and diversion

Post-disaster giving

The tsunami disaster of 
December 2004 led to a wave 
of donations and questions 
about how to get the most 
bang for your donated buck. 
Here are some guidelines:

DO

Give to charities that have a 
long-established presence in 
the affected region. They 
already have the manpower, 
supply sources, and trust 
of the local populations and 
governments. Lists are 
available online. 
Usafreedomcorps.gov  

BY PAUL AKERS
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Just as Ameri-
can Express and 
the Statue of 
Liberty venture 
launched a new 
model for busi-
ness-charity 
partnerships, the 
collaboration of 
public, private 
and charitable 
sectors to take on 
the tsunami 
tragedy may 
result in a new 
appreciation for 
partnerships dedi-
cated to the 
greater good.

Some questions to consider to determine the best 
chances for business and charity to forge a win-win 
partnership include:
n Do both entities have a positive image in the 

community? 
n What is each party’s marketing objective? 

Expanding to a new customer or donor demograph-
ic? Enhancing the organization’s image? Launching 
a new product or service to a specifi c target mar-
ket? Are these objectives compatible?
n What form of partnership would best benefi t 

both parties as well as the community?
n What exactly would each partner expect in 

terms of its investment? Exchange of mailing lists? 
Explicit endorsements? Use of each other’s names 

and logos? Personal introductions to top donors or 
corporate VIPs?
n How will the partnership be funded? From the 

marketing/sales budget? The fund-raising budget? 
From proceeds resulting from the partnership, 
strictly with product or services, or loaned execu-
tives, employees or volunteers?
n Which partner will have fi nal approval of all 

marketing, advertising and public-relations materi-
als? Which will handle media appearances? Who 
selects outside contractors?
n How much red tape is each party willing to cut 

through to make a partnership succeed? Some 
charities and corporations, particularly large nation-
al ones, are seasoned in forging cause-related 
partnerships. Other businesses and agencies may not 
yet fully understand the benefi ts or how they work.

Collaborations between public, private and 
charitable entities are slowly becoming a standard 
component of solid business planning. By embrac-
ing the opportunities for closer partnerships 
between charity and business, both sides will fi nd 
that doing good also can result in doing well. And 
the entire community benefi ts in the end. x

Renata J. Rafferty is the author of “Don’t Just Give It 

Away: How To Make the Most of Your Charitable 

Giving,” with a foreword by Paul Newman. She 

appears regularly as a charity analyst on CNN and 

Fox News, advising individuals, families and corpo-

rations on their charitable giving activities through 

her fi rm, Rafferty Consulting Group. 

Article design: Holly K. Soria

2003, the estate of a Texas oil heiress sued New 
York’s Metropolitan Opera, accusing it of misusing 
her gift to stage an avant-garde version of a 
Wagner opera (the heiress had wanted to fund only 
traditional productions).

About the same time, St. Luke’s-Roosevelt 
Hospital Center in New York settled a misappro-
priation suit fi led by the widow of anti-alcoholism 
crusader R. Brinkley Smithers. She charged the 
hospital with trying to divert to its general fund 
$5 million generated by her husband’s addiction-
fi ghting bequest. 

And a red-faced Boston University in 2002 gave 
back a gift of $3 million from a grocery magnate. 
The grocer had tagged the money for library 
renovation. The university allegedly mingled it 
with other accounts.

The donor-intent suit to watch is Robertson v. 

Princeton University.

In 1961, Charles Robertson and his wife donated 
$35 million in stocks to establish a Princeton 
graduate school to train students for public service 

– foreign service, in particular. To date, just 12 per-
cent of the program’s grads fi ll such posts. The 
Robertsons’ heirs, alleging that Princeton funneled 
$100 million from the endowment “to its own use,” 
are in court to retake control of the money. The 
case’s outcome may infl uence how all U.S. non-
profi ts use supposedly restricted gifts.

Americans are a generous people. That generos-
ity will continue, the philanthropic community 
agrees, as long as we can be confi dent
our money isn’t being stolen or misused by the 
groups we trust to disperse it. x

Paul Akers, a Marine Corps veteran, is editorial-

page editor of The Free Lance-Star, a newspaper in 

Fredericksburg, Va.
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DON’T

Don’t fall for “sound-alike” 
charity scams. Many con 
artists choose names similar 
to well-known charities to 
confuse donors.

Avoid contributing through 
unsecure Web sites. Look for 
the small locked icon on the 
status bar at the bottom of 
your computer screen that 
indicates personal informa-
tion will be encrypted.

Don’t donate to organiza-
tions of which you’ve never 
heard. Now is not the time 
to start experimenting with 
your giving.
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NEWS, NOTES & OTHER QUICK HITSrapidfi re

BY DON MCDONOUGH

On a hot and humid July day in 1947, I was among about 
10,000 other kids at Shibe Park, north Philadelphia’s 
venerable old ballpark. We had been invited to the travel-
ing tribute to baseball legend Babe Ruth, as part of the 
annual American Legion Baseball All-Star Game. At the 
time, the Babe was national director of American Legion 
Baseball. I was among a half-dozen inner-city kids from 
the YMCA invited to the event.

We arrived by trolley car to a scene that was overwhelm-
ing. Thousands were already there. The Philadelphia 

Inquirer reported, “Some 10,000 youngsters went wild when 
an open car drove onto the fi eld 
and the Babe stepped out. He was 
greeted at home plate by Connie 
Mack and addressed the group 
over the microphone, his voice 
being surprisingly vibrant and his delight at the rousing 
reception very apparent ... Bundled in his traditional camel’s 
hair coat, he replied to the gracious speeches and the prayer 
offered by Cardinal Spellman with a husky, heartbreaking, 
almost incoherently audible speech about the value of 
baseball for boys. Thousands wept at the sight and sound of 
what had been an indescribably vital American hero.” 

The children howled and applauded. Ruth proceeded to 
his third-base box seats, fi rst row off the fi eld, accompa-
nied by a full entourage of VIPs and his wife. The gang 
from the Y was seated almost directly behind him.

I started to slowly make my way to his box. I reached the 

One boy’s unforgettable momentThe Bambino’s 
place in 
American Legion 
Baseball history

Babe Ruth’s fi nal 
years were spent as 
American Legion 
Baseball’s national 
director. The Ford 
Motor Co., a major 
national sponsor of 
the program, paid 
Ruth $20,000 to 
promote the program 
in 1947 and 1948. He 
traveled the country 
in those years, 
attending tourna-
ments and signing 
autographs. In his 
farewell address at 
Yankee Stadium, he 
was introduced by an 
American Legion 
Baseball player as the 
program’s national 
director. His fi nal 
promotional visit for 
Legion Baseball was 
in Spencer, Iowa, in 
1948. A few weeks 
later, he passed away 
at age 53.

[AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL][BOY SCOUTS]

Eagle Scout
of the Year

Samuel Nassie, a 
17-year-old junior 

at Camptonville 
Academy in 

Paradise, Calif., 
and a member of 
Boy Scout Troop 

770, is The Ameri-
can Legion Eagle 
Scout of the Year 
for 2005. Nassie 

earned the award 
and a $10,000 col-

lege scholarship. 
For his Eagle 

Scout project, he 
constructed and 

installed redwood 
benches at various 
strategic locations 

around Paradise 
Lake, reforested a 
plot using experi-
mental pine-tree 

species, and built 
and placed nesting 

boxes for ducks.
He also received 

the Medal of Merit 
for his work on a 

project called 
“Veteran’s Honor,” 

in which he 
cataloged grave-

sites of every 
veteran laid to rest 

in the Paradise 
Cemetery.

During World War II, 
Babe Ruth served
as a spokesman for 
U.S. War Bonds.
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2005 American 
Legion World 
Series

Aug. 19-23,
Rapid City, S.D.,
at Fitzgerald 
Stadium. The 
keynote speaker for 
the Aug. 18 annual 
Banquet
of Champions
is Hall of Famer 
Harmon Killebrew.

Tickets: $25

To order:
(605) 342-2389

Baseball.legion.org

Future World 
Series sites 

2006: Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa
2007: Bartlesville, 
Okla.
2008: Shelby, N.C.
2009: Fargo, N.D.

Cyberspace
race: Asia has 
a leg up

Research recently 
published in the 
journal Foreign 

Affairs claims the 
United States has 
plunged to 13th 
place globally in 
use of broadband 
Internet service. 
Broadband is a 
high-speed (and 
relatively high-
priced) Internet 
delivery system 
often carried to 
homes on cable 
TV lines. 

Japan has 
surged ahead. 
According to 
Thomas Bleha, a 
former State 
Department 
offi cial with 
specialties in 
technology and 
Asia, Japan 
boasts:
n A higher 
percentage of 
homes with broad-
band service.
n Wider availabil-
ity of  high-speed 
broadband.
n Less expensive 
subscription fees, 
averaging about 
half what most 
Americans pay.

South Korea has 
the largest per-
centage of broad-
band users, while 
China just recently 
passed the United 
States as the 
largest broadband 
market in terms of 
user numbers.

fi rst row and an unattended metal gate that opened to the 
fi eld. I made my move.

I darted just a few feet onto the fi eld, turned and was 
face to face with the Babe. He was laughing with friends 
and was a bit startled at my approach. I thrust a piece of 
scrap paper and a school pencil toward him. He smiled and 
in a raspy voice said, “Sure, kid.” He penciled “Babe Ruth” 
on the paper. I decided to push my luck. In a weak voice, I 
asked, “Could you sign it, ‘To Don’?” 

“Sure, Don,” he answered. “Here it is.” 
I scrambled back to my seat, clutching my new treasure, 

fully realizing that I had hit something of a home run 
myself: a personal autograph from Babe Ruth.

Now, some 58 years later – after a newspaper career that 
placed me in the company of VIPs, presidents, rock stars 
and other celebrities, long after Schibe Park was razed to 
become a parking lot – no other event means so much. I 
still have that scrap of paper. And to this day, when 
conversation turns to Legion Baseball, my mind drifts to 
that moment when I was 12 and heard an American legend 
speak those words: “Sure, Don … here it is.”

Army veteran Don McDonough is a former reporter for 

The Philadelphia Inquirer who later worked as a public-

relations executive.

[TECHNOLOGY]

Pro baseball legend Babe Ruth 
speaks at The American Legion 
World Series in Los Angeles in 1947.
The American Legion Library
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Obesity among Americans 
has skyrocketed in the past four 
decades. Two of three U.S. 
citizens are overweight. Nearly 
one in three are obese. Accord-
ing to research published earlier 
this year in the American 

Journal of Preventive Care, the 
problem is similar among 
veterans who turn to VA for 
health care: 68 percent of VA 
patients in 2000 were over-
weight, 37 percent obese. 

Obesity increases risk of heart 
disease, high blood pressure, 
diabetes and arthritis, problems 
that translate into higher costs 
for health care. An estimated 
$11 billion is spent annually in 
the United States to treat weight-
related problems in those with 
severe obesity. 

Who is Obese? Doctors use 
body-mass index, a ratio of 
weight to height, to defi ne 
obesity. You can fi gure BMI by 
multiplying your weight in 
pounds by 704.5, divide the 
result by your height in inches, 
and divide that result, once again, by your height in 
inches. Alternatively, you can easily fi nd a BMI 
calculator or chart on the Internet. 

BMI between 25 and 30 is considered over-
weight. A BMI of 30 or greater is obese. Severe 
obesity is marked by BMI of 40 or higher – 100 
pounds or more above healthy weight. 

Many factors contribute to obesity. Genetics, 
which infl uence metabolism and overall body 
shape, are a strong determinant, but lifestyle 
factors, diet and exercise are critically important. 
Genetics cannot be changed. Lifestyle can. 

The fi rst line of defense: eat right and exercise. 
The problem is, how many of us are following this 
advice? Though salad bars and health clubs appear 
popular, a recent study of nearly 39,000 Americans, 
by a team at the Puget Sound VA and the University 
of Washington, found that only 6 percent meet 
current guidelines for intake of fruits and vegetables 
and regularly exercise. 

Weight-Loss Strategies. Improv-
ing diet and exercising remain 
the mainstay of preventing and 
treating obesity. Both require 
dedication and a realistic 
understanding of the challenges. 
Most people struggling with 
obesity are aware of what they 
should do but have trouble 
sticking to a healthy regimen. 
Most have unsuccessfully tried a 
number of diets over the years. 

Support groups and self-help 
programs can sometimes aid in 
the fi ght to lose weight. It is 
best to avoid fad diets or those 
that promise instant weight 
loss. All successful diets involve 
a reduction in total calories 
consumed. Medically super-
vised weight-loss programs that 
combine specially prepared 
meals with counseling and 
exercise are often effective. If 
an eating disorder such as 
binging is present, counselors 
can help resolve emotional and 
psychological problems. 

When these measures fail, 
medication or surgery may be 
considered. Research from VA 
and RAND Health showed that 

surgery is generally more effective than drugs for 
severely obese patients. Medications can play a 
role, but gains are usually short-term, and side 
effects can be signifi cant.

Dr. David Cummings at the Puget Sound VA is 
among the pioneers in studying “ghrelin,” the so-
called hunger hormone that was fi rst identifi ed in 
1999 and that may fi gure in the design of new anti-
obesity drugs. 

In the meantime, America’s best hope for stem-
ming the obesity epidemic still lies in prevention.

Dr. Stephan D. Fihn is acting chief research

and development offi cer for the Veterans Health 

Administration.

Living Well is designed to provide general informa-

tion. It is not intended to be, nor is it, medical 

advice. Readers should consult their personal 

physicians when they have health problems.

[LIVING WELL]

Battle of the Bulge: Obesity can be beaten

An ounce of prevention

Tips that can help you lose weight: 

Try a pedometer. This device, about 
the size of a beeper, measures how 
many steps you take in a day. It’s a fun 
way to motivate yourself to walk more. 

Limit soda and sweets. Without 
getting into the debate over low-fat vs. 
low-carb dieting, this is one change that 
has proven benefi ts for everybody, 
obese or not. 

BY DR. STEPHAN D. FIHN

Page 



Alongside a highway near Greenfi eld, Iowa, Ray Michael Sorensen II has turned an ordinary boulder into an 
extraordinary portrait of patriotism. Each year, Sorensen paints and repaints the rock with images that express 
his true American colors and draw dozens of visitors. Called “Bubba” by friends, the 25-year-old artist recently 
spoke with The American Legion Magazine. Visit Bubbazartwork.com on the Web to see more of his work.
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[GALLERY]

Bubba’s boulder

Location: Highway 25, 12 miles 
north of Greenfi eld, Iowa

Size: 12 feet high, 
approximately 56 tons

Painting time: 10.5 
hours per side; one to 
three weeks for all sides

Funding: donations from 
supporters and profi ts 
from print sales

Iowa artist’s patriotism is solid as a rock

The American Legion Magazine: 

What inspires you to paint patriotic 

images on a boulder? 

Bubba Sorensen: I was 19 and had 
just seen the movie “Saving Private 
Ryan.” I felt patriotism was at an all-
time low, and it wasn’t being taught 
in our schools. One of the things 
about that particular boulder is that 
it was a “graffi ti rock” for the kids in 
the area. Students were always 
painting on it. Everyone always 
drove by to see what was painted. Sometimes there 
were bad things painted there, and other times it 
might be a “Happy Birthday” message. I knew if I 
painted that rock, lots of people would see it. 

Q: How often do you paint on it?

A: Each year for Memorial Day, I paint over the 
previous year’s murals with white paint and start 
with a blank canvas. After that, I paint new 
images to pay tribute to those who’ve served and 
sacrifi ced so much for the freedoms we enjoy.

Q: Do you work alone?

A: A couple of friends help me 
paint white over the murals 
when I redo them each year, 
but I paint all the images 
myself. It gets really busy, with 
visitors wanting to talk to me 
about my painting. If I stop 
to visit, it’ll take longer. It 
gets down to the point 

where I need to get it done, so 
my family and friends come 

out and help me by fi elding questions. 

Q: Have you received any special recognition?

A: I received an award from Greenfi eld’s (Head 
Endress) American Legion Post 265. The Depart-
ment of California sent the award to the Greenfi eld 
post. The post also took up donations to help 
purchase more paint. I really appreciate their 
support. I’m not a veteran. But I’m proud to be
an American.

– Elissa Kaupisch

Every year 
around 
Memorial Day, 
the boulder’s 
image 
changes.
Left to right is 
the rock in  
2000, 2001 
and 2004.
Courtesy Ray Michael 
Sorensen II

[LEGISLATION]

Bill proposes to deliver benefi ts for World War II mariners
Military veterans of World War II could 

obtain education and training benefi ts, 
business and home loans, health care, 
unemployment and other GI Bill benefi ts. 
However, members of the U.S. Merchant 
Marine of World War II could not. Of some 
243,000 Merchant Mariners who served, 
approximately one of every 26 was a war casualty. 

Earlier this year, Rep. Bob Filner, D-Calif., 
sponsored H.R.23, a bill to provide benefi ts for 

qualifi ed individuals who served in the U.S. 
Merchant Marine during World War II. If passed, 
the bill would provide a tax-free monthly benefi t of 
$1,000 to surviving spouses.

For information

Ian T. Allison, co-chairman
Just Compensation Committee
P.O. Box 1705
Santa Rosa, CA 95402
(800) 545-4173 Fax: (707) 575-3707
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Through grassroots support at 15,000 posts 
around the world, The American Legion has 
shaped legislation affecting veterans for more than 
86 years. That support brought the GI Bill into 
existence and turned VA into a cabinet-level 
department. Now, says National Commander 
Thomas P. Cadmus, grassroots support is needed 
to ensure a reasonable future for VA health care.

That was a key message during the Legion’s 
Spring Meetings May 2-5 in Indianapolis. Cadmus 
called on Legionnaires to make fellow veterans 
and elected offi cials aware of the problem.

“The White House has proposed a VA budget 
that is woefully inadequate,” Cadmus said. “The 
new House Veterans Affairs Committee chairman 
wants to redefi ne the meaning of the word ‘vet-
eran.’” He wants to provide VA health care only to 
those veterans he calls the “core constituency.” In 
addition, Congress is considering a tiered-scale of 
fees for Priority Groups 7 and 8 – ranging from 
$230 to $500, depending on income – to use the 
health-care system that was designed for them.

If the budget that is proposed passes, hundreds of 
thousands of veterans will be denied access.

“It is extremely crucial that we again do what we 
are good at: activate every member, every Auxiliary 
member, every Son, every family member and 
every citizen in a massive grass-roots campaign to 
get mandatory funding passed by this Congress.”

– Steve Brooks

[SPRING NEC MEETINGS]

Commander: Get local, get vocal on VA health-care budget

AMERICANISM

33 Establishes the Francis 
M. Redington Sports-
manship Award for the 
Junior Air Rifl e National 
Championship.

38 Sanctions American 
Legion Junior Baseball.

CHILDREN & YOUTH

29 Adopts the Ronald 
McDonald House 
Charities Pop Tab 
Collection Program as a 
national project.

30 Encourages posts and 
departments to work with  
“Operation: Military Kids” 
effort.

ECONOMICS

13 Opposes consolidation 
of Employment Service 
Program and Veterans 
Employment Program.

14 Supports preference 
for veteran and service-
disabled veteran-owned 
businesses.

15 Supports continuing 
initiatives of the National 
Veterans Business 
Development Corp.

16 Seeks legislation 
requiring a 5-percent goal 
for federal procurements 
and contracts for busi-
nesses owned and 
operated by service-
disabled veterans and 
businesses owned and 
controlled by veterans.

17 Reaffi rms support of 
the Small Business 
Administration’s Offi ce of 
Veterans Business 
Development.

18 Supports restoring 
oversight of Veterans 
Employment and Training 
Service programs to the 
Department of Labor’s 
assistant secretary for 
Veterans Employment 
and Training.

NATIONAL SECURITY

25 Supports legislation 
to provide fi nancial 
anti-terrorism law 
enforcement.

RESOLUTIONS 
SUBCOMMITTEE

39 Encourages an alliance 
of veterans organizations 
in each state to develop 
Veterans Service Day 
events.

VETERANS AFFAIRS 
& REHABILITATION

20 Urges VA to clarify 
regulations and ensure 
due process regarding 
VA dental treatment.

21 Urges Congress to 
give VA authority to 
include ill Gulf War vet-
erans in Priority Group 6.

22 Opposes reductions of 
eligibility for VA payments 
to state veterans homes.

23 Urges VA to ensure 
patient privacy in the 
transcription of VA 
medical records.

24 Urges Congress to 
enact the Code Talkers 
Recognition Act.

Resolutions from the 2005 National Executive Committee Spring Meetings

Following are summaries of key resolutions passed by the National Executive Committee 
during the 2005 Spring Meetings in Indianapolis May 2-5. For all resolutions or for full texts, 
contact The American Legion Library at (317) 630-1366, e-mail library@legion.org, or visit the 
Legion Web site at Legion.org. Written requests for all approved resolutions, in booklet form, 
can be sent to The Library, The American Legion, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206.

Bob-ble Spanogle

American Legion National 
Adjutant Robert W. Spanogle
is now immortalized in plastic. 
Limited-edition bobblehead dolls 
in his likeness, fi rst unveiled at 
the Spring Meetings, are $10 
each, plus shipping and handling. 
Proceeds benefi t the Child Welfare 
Foundation. To order, call 
Americanism, Children & Youth.

(317) 630-1202
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[AFFINITY PARTNERS]

The American Legion and Lincoln Mercury 
are uniting to provide discounts on automo-
biles while raising money for The American 
Legacy Scholarship Fund. The program 
awards college scholarships to the children of 
U.S. servicemembers killed on duty since the 
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

Between July 1 and Sept. 30, any member of 
the Legion family – American Legion, Auxil-
iary or Sons of The American Legion – who 
purchases a new Lincoln or Mercury vehicle 
will receive cash back. And for each sale, 
Lincoln Mercury will make a donation to The 
American Legacy Scholarship Fund. Lincoln 
Mercury offi cials will announce the amounts 
of the discounts and donations on July 1.

“We are very honored to have the opportu-
nity to work with such an outstanding 
organization,” said Craig Stacey, large-car 
communications manager for Lincoln Mer-
cury. “Lincoln Mercury is a strong supporter 
of the community and American military 
efforts over our 100-year history, so teaming 
with The American Legion and your Legacy 
fund is only natural for us as an American 
manufacturer.”

“This is an excellent opportunity to build 
the Legacy fund for the future,” Legion 
National Commander Thomas P. Cadmus 
said. “We are losing servicemembers in Iraq 
every day, and many of them are leaving 
behind families that will need our help. Our 
partnership with Lincoln Mercury can help 
us carry out our mission to help those 
families. I hope Legionnaires will take 
advantage of the opportunity.”

The 2005 Mercury Montego
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[LEGION NEWS]

Legion, USAC, IRP team up 
to honor veterans

The American Legion will partner with the United 
States Auto Club and Indianapolis Raceway Park for 
a night honoring The American Legion during IRP’s 
J.D. Byrider 100 USAC Silver Crown Race, three 
days before the Aug. 7 NASCAR Brickyard 400 at 
the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.

Legionnaires can purchase general admission 
tickets at $5 off the normal rate for the Aug. 4 
USAC Silver Crown Series race at IRP. The discount 

only is available by presenting 
a special coupon at IRP.

“We wanted to give Legion 
members and their families 
something to do that wouldn’t 
cost them a lot of money,” said 
Steve Farmer, USAC’s national 
director of marketing and 
sales. “This also will give a lot 

of people the opportunity to experience our type of 
racing, which they may not be familiar with.”

The event also will give the racing community a 
chance to honor veterans.

“We’re always very excited to be able to pay 
tribute to our people serving or who have served 
our country,” said IRP Communications Manager 
Scott Smith. “To be able to do something like this 
really means a lot to us. And this really is a great 
way for people to see 15- and 16-year-old future 
motor sports stars progressing up through the 
ranks. It’s the beginning of many of their careers.”

Avon Post 145 Legionnaires will man a member-
ship tent during the day for the entire Legion family. 

Special offer
Discount coupons 
are available online: 

Legion.org 
indlegion.org

For information:
(317) 291-4090 
IRPonline.com

[PATRIOTISM]

Patriotic places 

Liberty Thirty places nationwide contain “liberty”
in their name. The most populous is Liberty, Mo. (27,982). 
Iowa, with four, claims more liberty than any other state: 

Libertyville, New Liberty, North Liberty 
and West Liberty.

Independence Eleven places, of 
which the most populous is 
Independence, Mo. (112,079).

Freedom Five places have adopted the 
name “freedom.” The largest: Freedom, 
Calif., population 6,000.

Patriot A single place: Patriot, Ind., population 196.

America What could be more fi tting than spending
the Fourth of July in a place called “America”?
The country has fi ve such places, the most populous 
being American Fork, Utah, population 22,876.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Lincoln Mercury, Legion
family unite to raise Legacy 
Scholarship funds
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[TESTIMONY]

Thune: Flag desecration is not free speech

[ON THE RADAR]

GI Bill of Rights for the 21st Century unveiled
Sixty-one years after the 

Servicemen’s Readjustment 
Act passed, leading millions 
of veterans to college and 
giving rise to the American 
middle class, the GI Bill is 
known as U.S. history’s most 
signifi cant social legislation. 
Members of Congress recent-
ly unveiled plans for a new 
GI Bill of Rights for the 21st 
Century, one that takes 
queues from the original and 
adds issues like VA health-
care funding and better 
benefi ts for military families 
and retirees.

The following is an excerpt from a 
statement made by Sen. John 
Thune, R-S.D., following the 
introduction of S.J. Res. 12, the fl ag 
amendment, on April 14.

We know the gravity 
of this legislation. There 
is nothing complex 
about this amendment, 
nor are there any hidden 
consequences. This 
amendment provides 
Congress with the 
power to outlaw des-
ecration of the American fl ag, a 
right that is widely recognized by 
Madison, Jefferson and Supreme 
Court Justice Hugo Black, one of 
the foremost advocates of First 
Amendment freedoms. 

Most states offi cially advocate 
Congress passing legislation 
to protect the fl ag. Frankly, I do 
not see this as a First Amend-
ment issue.

It is an attempt to restore the 
traditional protections to the 
symbol cherished so dearly by 
our government and the people of 
the United States. Some acts are 
not accepted as “free speech” 

even in societies like ours where 
we consider free speech a cher-
ished right. For example, an 
attempt to burn down this Capitol 

building as a political 
statement would never 
be viewed as someone’s 
right of free speech. 
Our laws would not 
tolerate the causing of 
harm to others’ prop-
erty or life as an act of 
“free speech.”

The fl ag of the 
United States of America is a 
symbol of freedom. The fl ag of 
the United States of America has 
been sanctifi ed by the blood of 
thousands of U.S. soldiers who 
have fought across the world, 
and it must be protected from 
desecration. This proposed 
constitutional amendment would 
overturn the 1989 U.S. Supreme 
Court’s 5-4 ruling which held 
that laws banning desecration of 
the U.S. fl ag were unconstitu-
tional infringements on free 
speech and, therefore, a 
violation of the First 
Amendment. 

I am proud of the First Amend-
ment right to free speech and will 
always ensure all Americans 
maintain that right. I am also 
proud of the American fl ag and 
the values behind it. The Ameri-
can fl ag fl ies over this great 
country as a symbol of liberty 
and patriotism. Desecration of 
the fl ag would be destruction of 
the core principles on which this 
great nation was founded. I will 
continue to be an advocate on 
behalf of the American fl ag and 
the values the 
fl ag represents.

GI Bill of Rights for the 21st Century

Highlights of the proposal, introduced in April by Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.:

n Full tuition and fees, plus a living allowance, for 36 months of schooling for 
those who enlist for four years of active-duty service. It also increases the 
basic benefi t to $1,300 a month for those serving fewer than three years and 
those covered by the Montgomery GI Bill.

n Increased funding for VA health care by $3.2 billion over President Bush’s 
2006 budget proposal, adding post-traumatic stress disorder treatment 
services at all VA medical facilities and blocking proposed increases in VA 
prescription drug co-payments and enrollment fees.

n Repeal of the disabled veterans tax, which forces military retirees to forfeit 
DoD retirement pay to cover VA disability compensation.

n Increased benefi ts for surviving families of combat-killed troops.

n Better pay for senior enlisted and warrant offi cers and $1,000 bonuses to 
troops who served in Operation Iraqi Freedom and in Afghanistan.

n Employment assistance for homeless veterans.

Sen. John Thune
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ADVERTISEMENT

Bring Back the Best Years of Your Life!
Here’s how one man did it!

Aging is Natural.
Giving Up on Your
Sexual Health Isn’t!

P.S., Maxoderm actually offers a 90 Day RISK FREE Program. They will even give
you the FIRST MONTH ABSOLUTELY FREE. So, do what I did – take the first step
toward sexual health and call 1-800-730-7383 or visit www.maxoderm.com. 
With a 100% Money Back Guarantee you’ve got nothing
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P.S., Maxoderm GUARANTEESGUARANTEES results or you get your money back!

So, do what I did – take the first step toward sexual health and call 

1-800-730-42861-800-730-4286 or visit www.maxoderm.comwww.maxoderm.com. You’ve got nothing to lose.

”

My driver’s

license says

I’m 57, but myI’m 57, but my

wife says I’mwife says I’m

18 again!18 again!

“

READER’S NOTE

AL0705

Dear Readers:

 Although this would otherwise be an embarrassing subject – I feel 

strongly about sharing a recent experience with others my age. Simply put … I’m

57 years old and even though I’m in overall good health, my body just doesn’t 

respond sexually like it used to.

  Recently, I found myself struggling to “perform”.  It was just so difficult 

to remain firm.  I began losing my confidence and my sex drive with it. I was 

feeling a great deal of pressure and embarrassment and my wife was beginning 

to think it was something she did or didn’t do – it wasn’t.

 I wasn’t comfortable discussing my situation with anyone – not even 

my doctor.  At my age, I just didn’t feel it necessary to turn to prescription drugs. 

So in a desperate attempt to find some help, I privately did some research on

the web.

 First, I found that many HEALTHY men experience a decrease in 

stamina and performance with age (sometimes it can even happen to men under 

30). I wasn’t alone! Good blood circulation is key to maintaining a strong 

erection and apparently there are a number of factors that can weaken it.

 Armed with this new information, I began to search through the many 

“male enhancement” and potency products on the net. I found a pill for 

everything and anything but among the various pills and patches – one product 

stood out – Maxoderm! Not a pill or a patch, Maxoderm is a topical formula for 

those concerned with the quality and firmness of their erections! Using a 

targeted delivery system that’s applied right to the “source”, it gets the job done 

where I need it most.  I don’t need to swallow a pill, prescription drug, or wear 

some kind of patch on my shoulder.

After trying Maxoderm just once, I could actually feel it working 

immediately!  What a difference!  I couldn’t believe how firm I was – I even lasted 

longer than I have in years!  My driver’s license says I’m 57 but thanks to 

Maxoderm, my wife says I’m 18 again!  It felt great!

 I now know it’s normal to experience some problems with sexual 

performance as we age, but Maxoderm let me deal with it naturally.  No pills – 

no patches – and even better – no embarrassing appointment with the doctor.

 Try Maxoderm. You’ll feel it working immediately – then you can bring 

back the best years of your life.

– Jim, S.  Miami, FL
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comrades

AIR FORCE/ARMY AIR FORCES
5th AF 5th/108th Stn Hosp (WWII), St. Louis, 
9/14-18, Jeff Seabock, (828) 324-6464; 5th AF 
43rd Bomb Grp (H) 63rd, 64th, 65th & 403rd 
Sqdns, Minneapolis, 9/14-18, Arvid Houglum, 
(218) 525-0021, arvidtx@aol.com; 5th AF 
80th Serv Grp (WWII), St. Louis, 9/14-18, 
Virgil Staples, (515) 225-8454; 5th AF 405th 
Sig Co (Avn), St. Louis, 9/14-18, Phil Treacy, 
(810) 775-5238; 5th AF 502nd Tact Cont Grp 
(Korean War), St. Louis, 9/14-18, Fred Gorsek, 
(217) 968-5411; 5th AF HQ & HQ Sqd 314th 
Comp Wing (WWII & Korean War), St. Louis, 
9/14-18, Louis Buddo, (314) 487-8128; 5th AF 
HQ VBC 5th Bomb Cmd (WWII), St. Louis, 
9/14-18, Louis Buddo, (314) 487-8128; 10th 
Tact Recon Wing Reunion Grp (Spangdalhm 
AFB, Germany, 1953-1959), Branson, MO, 
10/12-15, Jerry Graham, (210) 658-5962, 
nodaktwointx@att.net; 15th Radio Sqdn 
Mobile 6922nd Radio Sqdn, Lancaster, PA, 
10/23-26, James Bramwell, (610) 544-5143, 
m.jbrampres3@verizon.net

19th Bomb Assn 14th, 28th, 30th, 32nd, 
38th, 93rd & 435th Sqdns, San Antonio, 
10/4-8, Jerry Michael, (317) 253-9265, 
g.michael@sbcglobal.net; 21st/6461st TCS 
“Kyushu Gypsies” (Korea), San Diego, 
9/21-25, Dana Mansur, (908) 782-1657, 
kgypsy@patmedia.net; 24th Cbt Mapping 
Sqdn (WWII), Portland, OR, 9/25-29, Les 
Bryan, (254) 876-2070, popbryan@prodigy.
net; 25th Bomb Grp Recon Spec, Florence, 
KY, 9/25-29, Jack Sheen, (602) 863-3142, 
joker654@earthlink.net; 39th Bomb Grp Assn, 
Arlington, VA, 8/11-14, James Wyckoff, (607) 
869-2574; 39th Ftr Sqdn Assn – 40, 41st Ftr 
Sqdns, 35th Ftr Grp, 5th AF, Washington, 
9/28-10/2, Roger Rehn, (530) 644-7346, 
rolo7346@sbcglobal.net; 43rd Bomb Grp 
5th AF (WWII), Bloomington, MN, 9/14-18, 
Neil Fairbanks, (763) 421-3076, nrfairban@aol.
com; 48th FS, FIS & FTS, San Antonio, 
9/28-10/2, Joe Onesty, (562), 431-2901, 
jonesty2@adelphia.net

65th TCS (WWII), St. Peters, MO, 9/11-15, 
Bud Hawkey, (937) 996-3851; 75th Air 
Depot Wing, (Korea, 1952-1955), Asheville, 
NC, 9/22-25, Walt Walko, (719) 488-1106, 
wawlaw2@juno.com; 75th Ftr Escort Wing, 
San Antonio, 9/22-24, John McConnell, (210) 
824-1329, johnmc@stic.net; 78th Ftr Sqdn 
(All Snakes), Milwaukee, 7/27-31, Ken Sweet, 
(414) 541-4015; 90th Strat Recon Wing, San 
Antonio, 10/5-8, Chuck Hale, (785) 865-5794, 
chuckhale@earthlink.net; 97th Bomb Wing, 
Branson, MO, 9/22-25, Stephanie Thomason, 
(417) 334-1850, stephanie@bransonfun.
com; 126th Bomb Wing, Neenah, WI, 
10/11-14, Gene Westerman, (847) 742-8711, 
westy1931@aol.com; 315th Bomb Wing Assn 
(VH), Orlando, FL, 10/12-16, Bev Green, (217) 

893-3197; 317th TCW/Airlift Grp, Fayetteville, 
NC, 9/29-10/2, George Banks, (910) 488-0422, 
gjbanks@nc.rr.com; 373rd Ftr Grp 412th 
Ftr Sqdn (1943-1945), Elk Grove, IL, 9/19-21, 
John Kinn, (419) 626-1114, johnkinn4@aol.com; 
379th Bomb Grp (Heavy) (WWII), Memphis, 
TN, 9/20-24, T. Cabanski, (303) 697-6265; 
390th Bomb Grp (H) Vets Assn 8th AF 
(WWII, Stn 153, Framlingham, England), 
Washington, 9/20-25, Ken Rowland, (509) 
467-2565, rkenrow@msn.com; 391st Ftr Bomb 
Sqdn, Dayton, OH, 10/11-13, John Shirley, (512) 
671-3464; 417th Nightfighter Sqdn (WWII), 
Dulles, VA, 9/30-10/2, Rich Ziebart, (269) 429-
0208, llzrhz@ameritech.net; 422nd Air Police 
Sqdn (Nagoya AFB & Komaki Air Dome, 
Japan) & Attached Mar MP (Camp Gifu, 
Japan), Memphis, TN, 9/11-13, John Yancey, 
(803) 772-9618, jandjyancey@aol.com; 445th 
FIS, Wright-Patterson AFB, 10/11-13, Al Bruder, 
(937) 879-3800, abruder652@aol.com; 485th 
Bomb Grp (H) 15th AAF (Italy), Tucson, AZ, 
9/28-10/2, Lynn Cotterman, (505) 823-2283, 
lyncott@juno.com

504th Bomb Grp 313th B-29 Wing, Norfolk, 
VA, 9/21, Tom Schoolcraft, (830) 303-5732; 
548th RTS 6th PTS (Yokota AFB, Japan), 
Baltimore, 9/28-10/1, Charlie Wilson, (770) 
927-6179, cwilson193@aol.com; 774th TAS 
“Greenweasels,” Abilene, TX, 7/29-30, Butch 
Stratton, (325) 893-4764, richphyl@camalott.
com; 1503rd Air Trans Wing MATS (Pacific 
Div, 1944-1966), Chester, NY, 9/16-18, Bill 
Teichman, (309) 796-2084, billsal@mchsi.com; 
Air Commando Assn/Special Ops (All Eras), 
Fort Walton Beach, FL, 10/7-9, Eugene Rossel, 
(909) 930-5700, aircommando1@earthlink.
net; Air Rescue Assn, Colorado Springs, 
CO, 9/7-11, Sandy Gonzalez, (407) 834-0105, 
sgonzalez2@cfl.rr.com; Johnson AB (Japan), 
Colorado Springs, CO, 9/15-18, Claude 
Clawson, (740) 342-0138, budclaw@msn.
com; Red Horse Assn, Fort Walton Beach, 
FL, 10/16-19, Paul Sattler, (303) 650-1215, 
admin@redhorseassociation.org

Student Pilots (Bainbridge AB, GA), 
Bainbridge AB, GA, 9/2-3, J. Wilkinson, (229) 
246-1973, jswilkin@mailaka.net; Tan Son 
Nhut Assn, Gettysburg, PA, 9/2-4, Wayne 
Salisbury, (540) 772-1025, tansonnhut@aol.
com; Trp Carrier Homecoming, All 
Crew/Arial Port & Cbt Cont Personnel 
(WWII-1975), Galveston, TX, 11/9-13, Bob 
Ruffin, (501) 835-6606, ruffin.robert@comcast.
net; VB-150 Bomb Sqdn (WWII), Branson, MO, 
9/14-18, Stephanie Thomason, (417) 334-1850, 
stephanie@bransonfun.com

ARMY
1st FA Obsn Bn Assn (WWII & Korea), St. 
Louis, 10/6-9, Ralph Mueller, (724) 348-5359, 
ltcrjm@verizon.net; 3rd Bn 1st Inf 11th LIB 

Americal Div (Hawaii & Vietnam, 1966-
1968), Atlanta, 10/14-16, Tim Cook, (701) 
774-0598, thirdfirstreunion@yahoo.com; 
3rd QM Co & 3rd Supply & Trans Bn 3rd 
In Div (Germany), Boiling Springs, PA, Jack 
Heinze, (717) 533-5613, kingbris@aol.com; 
7th Armd Div, Washington, 9/7-10, Charles 
Barry, (814) 333-8051, cbarry@zoominternet.
net; 10th Mnt Div, Syracuse, IN, 9/11-16, 
Robert Foreman, (217) 442-8061; 11th Evac 
Hosp Semi Mobile (Camp Drew, Japan), 
Colorado Springs, CO, 10/13-16, Robert 
Finch, (540) 720-1322, finchrj@msn.com; 
13th Inf Rgt 8th Inf Div (WWII), Cleveland, 
OH, 9/28-30, George Krist, (440) 235-9862; 
14th Armd Div, Cedar Rapids, IA, 9/7-11, H. 
Kiehne, (608) 785-1931; 17th Armd Eng Bn 
2nd Armd Div, Kansas City, MO, 8/31-9/3, 
Francis Turner, (570) 836-2890; 32nd Inf 
Div, Madison, WI, 8/18-22, Ken Hanson, 
(608) 271-3075, kdhanson@execpc.com

32nd Inf Rgt Assn “Queen’s Own,” San 
Diego, 9/21-25, Helen Dyckson, (352) 597-5912, 
heland@bellsouth.net; 38th Ord Co (WWII & 
Korea), Branson, MO, 9/11-14, Derio Dalasta, 
(208) 746-6345; 38th Sig Bn (Germany, WWII 
& 1986-1991), Eatontown, NJ, 9/15-18, Bill 
Foiles, (803) 776-1114; 39th AAA (AW) Bn 
(1948-1957), Washington, 10/12-16, Gerald 
Moors, (845) 744-2059; 39th Cbt Eng (WWII), 
Jefferson City, MO, 9/1-4, Alice Knudson, (563) 
242-2618; 40th Inf Div 160th Inf Rgt 2nd Bn 
E Co, Grand Island, NE, 8/26-28, Paul Swartz, 
(724), 662-2269, phswartz@infonline.net; 
45th Trans Bn (Aircraft) & 57th Trans Co 
(Aircraft) (Vietnam), Kansas City, MO, 9/28-
10/1, Jim Bodkin, (850) 747-4710, jbodkin@aol.
com; 59th Eng Const Co (Fairbanks, AK), 
Bluffs, IA, 10/1-2, Dick Scott, (712) 566-2084; 
63rd Inf Div “Blood & Fire,” Kansas City, MO, 
8/11-14, Martin Beer, (319) 337-4519

73rd Eng Cbt Bn, Bemidji, MN, Jim Hunt, 
(218) 785-2258; 78th Eng Cbt Bn, Huntsville, 
AL, 10/6-8, Bob Anglea, (706) 234-4201, 
bobanglea@comcast.net; 83rd Inf Div, 
Paducah, KY, 9/7-10, R.C. Hamilton, (270) 
965-4310; 85th Chem 4.2 Mortar Bn, 
Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/5-10, R.L. Grogan, 
(843) 357-8421; 88th Inf Div 3rd Bn SE 
Chpt, Jacksonville, FL, 9/29-10/1, William 
Williamson, (850) 862-2866, dubberh@cox.
net; 97th Div 303rd Inf 2nd Bn, Cleveland, 
OH, 9/9-11, George Novak, (440) 843-6445, 
gbnovak3582@aol.com; 103rd Inf Div 
Assn (WWII), Arlington, VA, 10/6-9, Richard 
Ball, (703) 671-9017; 104th Timberwolf 
Inf Div, Philadelphia, 8/28-9/5, Glen Lytle, 
(316) 636-5334, gelytle@aol.com; 106th 
“Golden Lions” Inf Div Assn (WWII), New 
Orleans, 8/31-9/4, Marion Ray, (618) 377-3674, 
raybugleboy@charter.net; 109th Eng Bn 
(C) 34th Div (WWII), Rapid City, SD, 9/8-11, 
Clarence Carsner, (605) 343-2708; 109th 

How to Submit a Reunion
The American Legion Magazine publishes reunion notices for veter-

ans. Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Reunions, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail 
reunions@legion.org. 

Include the branch of service and complete name of the group, no 
abbreviations, with your request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact name, telephone number 
and e-mail address. Listings are published free of charge.

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion 
Magazine will publish a group’s listing only once a year. Notices 
should be sent at least six months prior to the reunion to ensure timely 
publication.

Other Notices
“In Search Of” is a means of getting in touch with people from your 

unit to plan a reunion. We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos or help in filing a VA 
claim. Listings must include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well as a contact name, 

telephone number and e-mail address. Send notices to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: “In Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish the names of individuals, only the 
name of the unit from which you seek people. Listings are published 
free of charge.

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who have 
been awarded life memberships by their posts. This does not include 
a member’s own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. Notices must be 
submitted on official forms, which may be obtained by sending a self-
addressed stamped envelope to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Life Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206.

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be approved by the Legion’s 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your Legion department 
service officer for information on how to publish a notice.

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, send a letter to The 
American Legion Magazine, Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing’s CID number in your 
response. 

“Taps” notices are published only for Legionnaires who served as 
department commanders or national officers. 
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Evac Hosp, Milwaukee, 8/10-14, Howard 
Klitgaard, (414) 354-4857, howardk@milwpc.
com; 163rd Inf 41st Inf Div (WWII), Helena, 
MT, 9/9-11, Joe Upshaw, (406) 442-5956, 
jgupshaw@juno.com; 169th WAC Co 1st 
WAC  Bn (Europe, WWII), Arlington, VA, 10/6-
9, Florence “Cookie” Slavin, (615) 361-7435, 
cookiewac@aol.com; 281st Eng Cbt Bn Assn, 
Pigeon Forge, TN, 9/13-15, E.G. Jeffreys, (251) 
621-1850, egjeffreys@aol.com; 322nd Med Bn 
97th Inf Div, Nashville, TN, 9/15-18, Kenneth 
Thomas, (901) 388-2233, yvonnesthomas@aol.
com; 326th Army Sec Agency (Korea & 
Japan, 1952-1956), Anniston, AL, 9/11-13, 
Joe Russell, (256) 237-9911; 461st Ord 
Ammo Co (Korea, 1950-1952), Minneapolis, 
9/16-18, Richard Anderson, (989) 739-2172, 
reabaa@voyager.net; 471st AAA AW Bn, 
Bloomington, IL, 9/20-22, Austin Peck, (636) 
225-9049, acpeck1@juno.com

472nd MP, Branson, MO, 9/16-19, 
Stephanie Thomason, (417) 334-1850, 
stephanie@bransonfun.com; 503rd & 218th 
MP Bn (Fort Bragg, NC, 1965-1968), 
Gatlinburg, TN, 7/29-31, Dennis Jarr, (815) 363-
5435; 557th FA Bn, Lynn, MA, 10/1, Bruno 
Stadnicki, (413) 594-4555; 558th FA Bn 
Patton’s 3rd Army (WWII), Las Vegas, 9/11-
13, David Rifkin, (702) 616-3871, drifkin@cox.
net; 573rd AAA (AW) (SP) Bn (WWII), 
Carmel, IN, 9/12-14, Gerald Hurlbert, (228) 
432-1600; 605th Tank Dest Bn, Findlay, 
OH, 9/3-5, Lawrence Montgomery, (269) 
685-8729, monty605@mycidco.com; 630th 
Eng (LE), Branson, MO, 9/22-25, Cecil Brown, 
(731) 415-6460; 709th Tank Bn (WWII), 
Allentown, PA, 9/15-18, B. Keeler, (610) 
282-1865, bdkeeler@earthlink.net; 790th 
QM Reclamation & Maint Co, Appleton, 
WI, 10/1, Clarence Smits, (920) 738-0503, 
cgsmi1@juno.com

796th MP Bn (Austria, 1945-1955), 
Lancaster, PA, 9/19-9/23, Glendon Gray, (908) 
647-3087; A Co 411th Rgt, Branson, MO, 
9/11-15, Stephanie Thomason, (417) 334-1850, 
stephanie@bransonfun.com; A Co 982nd Eng 
Const Bn, Hickory, NC, 10/14-15, Jim Elvington, 
(864) 232-1452; ASA (Korea), Williamsburg, 
VA, 9/8-11, Andy Kavalecs, (717) 838-5546; Eng 
OCS (WWII-Present), Atlanta, 10/13-17, E.T. 
Mealing, (404) 231-3402, enocsa@earthlink.
net; Fox Co 279th Inf Rgt 45th Div (Korea), 
Crossfire, TN, 9/15, Jack Trefts, (805) 934-4406, 
jct178@cs.com; Med Cmd/Japan Assn, 
Colorado Springs, CO, 10/13-16, Robert Finch, 
(540) 720-1322, finchrj@msn.com; Med Unit 
(Camp Sendei, Japan), Colorado Springs, 
CO, 10/13-16, Robert Finch, (540) 720-1322, 
finchrj@msn.com

COAST GUARD
Lightship Sailors Assn, Portsmouth, VA, 
10/27-29, Martin Krzywicki, (651) 488-6166; 
Spencer, Cleveland, 9/15-19, Mike Hagerman, 
(330) 928-5119; Unimak (WWII-1988), New 
London, CT, 9/9-11, John Cadarette, (860) 
376-5452, cadmando@myeastern.com; 
USCG Cbt Vets Assn (CGCVA), Tampa, 
FL, 10/20-23, Baker Herbert, (330) 887-5539, 
uscgw64@worldnet.att.net

JOINT
Berlin Airlift Vets Assn (1948-1949), St. 
Cloud, MN, 9/29-10/2, J.W. Studak, (512) 452-
0903; Casco AVP 12/WAVP 370, Washington, 
10/5-7, John Sullivan, (718) 229-2492; “Chosin 
Few” New England Chpt, Milford, MA, 
9/29-10/1, John Gutermuth, (781) 769-5656; 
Guadalcanal Campaign Vets, Laughlin, 
NV, 10/16-21, Bill Becker, (760) 630-3643, 
wsbillthepill@earthlink.net; Nat’l EOD Assn, 
Virginia Beach, VA, 10/4-6, Bud Engelhardt, 
(413) 569-5040, mossyfixture@supplyguys.
net; Parachute Riggers, Kissimmee, FL, 
10/20-24, Ray Weismann, (407) 281-4888, 
rriggerray@juno.com

MARINES
1st Mar Aircraft Wing Assn (Vietnam), 
Washington, 11/9-13, Phil Beckerish, (914) 
232-6623, yw37@optonline.net; 1st Scout 
Recon Co (WWII), Albuquerque, NM, 9/15-17, 
Houston Baker, (623) 972-9491; 3rd Bn 1st 
Mar 1st Mar Div (China, WWII), Quantico, 
VA, 10/12-14, R.O. Buchanon, (270) 781-2240, 
robuchanon@insightbb.com; 3rd Bn 27th Rgt, 
Dayton, OH, 10/4-7, Ray Allison, (740) 987-4503, 
semperfial@ohiohills.com; 5th Tank Bn 5th 
Mar Div (Iwo Jima), Metropolis, IL, 8/25-27, 
Al Nelson, (618) 942-4870, anelson@midwest.
net; 6th, 7th, 9th & 10th Def Bns (WWII), 
Arlington, VA, 10/6-9, Dave Slater, (212) 
348-8255, daveslater@earthlink.net; 7th Eng 
Bn 1st Mar, Savannah, GA, 9/15-18, Norbert 
Johnson, (989) 635-6653, delta1@centurytel.
net; A-1-1 (Korea, 1950-1953), Atlantic City, 
NJ, 9/22-25, Larry Lazzaro, (732) 363-5372; 
MAG 11, 12 & 14, Branson, MO, 10/26-
30, James Jordan, (417) 535-4945, james.
m.jordan@direcway.co 

Mar of Long Ago (1940-1975), Charleston, 
SC, 10/24-28, Joe Cullen, (203) 877-0846, 
aircooled7@aol.com; Mississippi Mar Det 
EAG 128/BB 41, Arlington, VA, 9/15-17, Bill 
Terrell, (804) 449-6907, locustrow@aol.com; 
San Juan Naval Stn Mar (1948-1950), West 
Palm Beach, FL, 9/27-29, Dick Hosmeyer, (304) 
265-5501; VMF/VMF(AW)/VMFA-115 (All 
Eras), Pensacola Beach, FL, 9/30-10/1, Lynn 
Hagen, (320) 269-8925, lynnhagen@maxminn.
net; VMO-6 (Korea), Pensacola, FL, 
10/2-6, Art Nelson, (772) 335-0470, arthur.
nelson4@att.net

NAVY
60th Seabees (WWII), Little Rock, AR, 
9/8-11, Don Jones, (501) 455-8371; 79th 
Seabees (WWII), Canton, OH, 10/2-6, Fred 
Hummel, (717) 733-1865, lenore@dejazzd.
com; 107th Seabees, Branson, MO, 9/15-19, 
Frank Kullmann, (201) 825-9465; 137th, 139th 
Seabees (WWII), Niagara Falls, NY, 9/6-8, 
William Sass, (636) 397-3373; Agawam AOG 
6, New Orleans, 9/25-28, John Nicholson, (937) 
323-0173, snipenick1@aol.com; Aldebaran 
AF 10 (1940-1968), Charleston, SC, 9/8-11, Ed 
Pepling, (561) 624-2531, peplinge@bellsouth.
net; Alhena AK 26/AKA 9, Corpus Christi, 
TX, 10/5-11, Clyde Meyers, (225) 664-4786, 
clydemeyers@yahoo.com; Almaack AK 
27/AKA 10, San Diego, 9/23-27, William Heyn, 
(201) 342-7614, rjh5f2w@earthlink.net; Armed 
Guard Vets NW Passage (WWII), Mount 
Vernon, WA, 9/20-22, Bob Heitzinger, (425) 
483-5060

Ault DD 698 WWII Assn, Branson, MO, 10/5-9, 
Dan Lent, (517) 592-2912, danielelent@aol.com; 
Basilan AG 68, Savannah, GA, 9/18-22, Arnold 
Dunbar, (863) 696-9881; Basilone DDE/DD 
824, Saco, ME, 10/10-16, Philip Poplaski, (315) 
457-6847, pepumkc8@aol.com; Bon Homme 
Richard CV/CVA31/LHD 6, Tupelo, MS, 8/12-
13, Ron Edlund, (231) 773-0441; Braine DD 630 
(All Crews), Falls Church, VA, 9/22-25, Stanley 
Gold, (305) 271-7727, stan262@juno.com; 
Brown DD 546, Branson, MO, 9/21-25, Fred 
Korzekwa, 6894 Barrington Place, Fishers, IN 
46038; Brush DD 745, Charleston, SC, 9/7-11, 
John Larney, (508) 935-8929, j.larney@comcast.
net; Cabildo LSD 16, Washington, 9/8-12, Walt 
Fulps, (816) 331-5996, wfulps@comcast.net; 
Cabot CVL 28, Virginia Beach, VA, 10/12-16, 
Marty Moore, (610) 495-0139; Charr SS 328, 
Charleston, SC, 11/3-7, Carl Klein, (410) 747-
7292; Chester CA 27, St. Louis, 9/21-25, Tom 
Kopping, (209) 478-3133

Chewaucan AOG 50, Mount Pleasant, SC, 
10/27-30, Charlie Sirmons, (229) 273-9003; 
Colonial LSD 18, Nashville, 9/14-17, Loren 
Kerby, (816) 858-3158, kerbyplatte@aol.
com; Columbia CL 56, Branson, MO, 9/7-11, 
Bill Bohne, (610) 543-9073, usncl56@cs.
com; Cooper DD 695, Baltimore, 10/6-10, 

And it’s now 
on sale —

• SAVE UP TO $314
right now with Factory-Direct
Savings!

• 6-MONTH RISK-
FREE TRIAL —
Call or write for details!

❏ YES! Please send me FREE Catalog and Video about
the new DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER, including
how I can now receive FREE Depot Delivery!

Name ___________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City __________________ State _____ ZIP _____________

E-mail _______________________________________
DR® POWER EQUIPMENT, Dept. 49927X
127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT  05491
www.drfieldbrush.com

AML

The DR® FIELD and 
BRUSH MOWER

IS NOW ON SALE!
This is the Original DR® FIELD and BRUSH
MOWER that mows and chops up tall, wiry
field grass, brush, and even saplings up to 
2-1/2" thick! It reclaims meadows, roadsides,
fencelines, trails, pond edges, and
woodlots...any area too overgrown
for ordinary mowers!

1-800-709-0278
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FREE
SHIPPING

Now in Effect!

FREE
SHIPPING

Now in Effect!

www.shipandshorecruises.com

Includes
All Port

Charges

Open

7 Days A

Week!

800•475•6712TOLL
FREE

Prices are per person, double occupancy; port charges are included; gov’t taxes 
are additional; $9.95 service fee additional; limited availability. Prices shown are 
min. fares for select dates. Not responsible for changes of price or itinerary by cruise 
line, or any errors or omissions in the content of this ad. Some restrictions & 
cancellation penalties may apply. *Promotional offers are valid on specific sailing dates, 
capacity controlled by the cruise lines, and may not be combinable with other offers. 
Ships’ Registry: Greece, Norway, Bahamas, Liberia, Panama & Italy. IA # 658, WA # 
602133093, OH # 8789039, CST # 2045923-50. Licensed & Bonded © 2005.

Special Veteran's
Cruise Pricing

7 Night
Mexican Riviera Cruise
Sailing roundtrip from Los Angeles $499Vision of the Seas® from

December 2005 sailings

7 Night
Western Caribbean Cruise
Sailing roundtrip from New Orleans $529Carnival Conquest from

October 2005 sailings

from

7 Night
Bermuda Cruise
Sailing roundtrip from Boston $529Norwegian Majesty

Sept & Oct 2005 sailings

7 Night
Alaska Glacier Discovery
Sailing from Vancouver to Seward $749Ryndam from

September 2005 sailings
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comrades
Russ Catardi, (215) 884-7422; Custer APA 
40, Philadelphia, 9/15-18, Alan Barr, (717) 
545-3274, bell222333@aol.com; Drew APA 
162, Branson, MO, 9/12-15, Harry Anderson, 
(847) 255-7602, loha2103@worldnet.att.net; 
Elden DE 264, Washington, 9/22-24, William 
Mallers, (574) 772-0841, wcm@nitline.net; 
Escort Carrier Sailors & Airmen Assn, St. 
Louis, 9/17-22, John W. Smith, (515) 289-1467; 
Fanshaw Bay CVE 70 & Air Grps VC-68, 
VC-66, VC-10, VOC-2, Las Vegas, 9/29-10/1, 
Dennis Mellor, (702) 873-6725; Formoe DE 
509, Orlando, FL, 10/11, Billy Evans, (606) 
784-4335, crevans@mis.net; Forrestal 
CVA/CV/AVT 59, Nashville, TN, 8/23-28, Jim 
Stewart, (215) 943-7626, forrestal-cva59@juno.
com; Francis Marion APA/LPA 249, New 
Orleans, 10/20-23, Bob Martin, (781) 665-9222, 
bob@ussfrancismarion.com; Frazier DD 607, 
Baton Rouge, LA, 9/29-10/2, Joseph Saizan, 
(225) 925-9005, josephsaizan@att.net

Frederick Funston APA 89, Boston, 
9/18-22, Walter Schwarting, (262) 367-
0055, saltyv10@aol.com; Garrard APA 
84, Washington, 9/22-24, Joe Gentry, (804) 
275-1768, corjgentry1@netzero.net; Gen. R.E. 
Callan AP 139, Washington, 10/6-9, Ernest 
Zimmerman, (763) 757-6637, doczimm@usjet.
net; Henry Clay SSBN 625, Kansas City, 
KS, 8/29-9/4, Charlie Patch, (919) 787-0807, 
cpatch@nc.rr.com; Hermitage AP 54, Myrtle 
Beach, SC, 10/3-5, Frank Calvarese, (716) 
656-9646, fac430@aol.com; Intrepid CVA 
11 “Signal Gang” OS Div (1955-1957), 
Nashville, TN, Nate Crawford, (615) 834-2327, 
justme3223@aol.com; John M. Bermingham 
DE 530, Virginia Beach, VA, 10/27-30, Quinton 
Lawson, (734) 856-3638, quintl@buckeye-
express.com; Kermit Roosevelt ARG 16, 
Niagara Falls, NY, 9/18-22, Robert Simpson, 
(952) 881-2436, rms952@earthlink.net

LSM/LSMR Assn, San Antonio, 8/24-28, 
Larry Glaser, (724) 334-1021, labetco@acnic.
net; LST 284, Branson, MO, 9/7-11, Albert 
Gleiber, (314) 353-1986, btbreeze@att.net; 
LST 525, Las Vegas, 10/17-20, John Lasky, 
(702) 558-6409, jacklasky@aol.com; LST 
656, St. Louis, MO, 10/11-14, James Ayer, 
(301) 662-0638, userja301@aol.com; LST 
912, St. Petersburg, FL, 11/1-3, Dess Phillips, 
(502) 267-1452, dedophil@att.net; LST 980, 
Boston, 9/12-15, Thomas Langevin, (863) 
859-5046, lst980@webtv.net; LST 1153, Erie, 
PA, 9/23-24, Milevoy Kotay, (717) 273-6389, 
janmel@lmf.net; Lyman K. Swenson DD 729, 
San Diego, 9/1-4, Don Snider, (619) 421-3651, 
dd729secretary@cox.net; Manchester CL 83, 
Tucson, AZ, 9/8-11, Paul Carter, (520) 434-6110, 
p.carter@wvcnwet.com; Manila Bay CVE 61, 
Memphis, TN, 10/20-22, Elwood McClinic, (757) 
497-2792

MCB-1, Virginia Beach, VA, 10/7-9, Peter Dowd, 
(781) 837-0393, mcb1reunion@direcway.
com; MCB-3 (All Eras), Las Vegas, 9/23-
25, Phil Weatherwax, (626) 969-1841, 
pweatherwax@earthlink.net; Mindanao ARG 
3, Branson, MO, 10/4-7, Clyde Cochran, (785) 
286-4048; Moale DD 693, Baltimore, 10/6-10, 
Russ Catardi, (215) 884-7422; Monterey CVL 
26, Virginia Beach, VA, 10/12-16, Marty Moore, 
(610) 495-0139; Navarro APA 215, Tacoma, 
WA, 10/11-13, Vernon Jackson, (253) 851-5195; 
O’Bannon DDE 450/DD 987, Jacksonville, 
FL, 11/2-5, Bob Martin, (623) 546-1748, 
martin18275@msn.com; Odin Sqdns VP-11, 
VP-51, VP-54, PATSU 1-2 & CASU (F) 56, 
Everett, WA, 7/20-24, Walter Jones, (727) 
517-1407, wsjdrj@worldnet.att.net; PATSU 1-7, 
Indianapolis, 9/21-25, Jim Goff, (765) 453-6724; 
Perkins DD 26/DD 377/DDR 877, Orange, 
TX, 9/29-10/2, Dan Jackson, (281) 461-6424, 
djack1219@ev1.net

Phaon ARB 3 (WWII), San Antonio, 10/6-10, 
James Brent, (228) 832-6014; Pickaway APA 
222, San Diego, 10/5-9, Peter Reilly, (760) 
740-0401, ririjade@aol.com; Randall APA 
224, Myrtle Beach, SC, 9/18-22, Fred O’Daire, 

(804) 436-1814, fodaire@rivnet.net; Ranger CV 
4, San Diego, 9/14-18, Tom Osmunson, (570) 
253-4806, thojl@dfnow.com; Raymond DE 
341, Newport, RI, 10/27-30, James Toth, (814) 
472-7271, jamesstoth@verizon.net; Sarasota 
APA 204, Philadelphia, 9/26-30, Rod Bordon, 
(828) 438-2787; Seabees in Trinidad, Tulsa, 
OK, 9/22-24, “Stumpy” Carroll, (918) 835-3876, 
dcmc@tulsaconnect.com; Severn AO 61, 
Branson, MO, 10/5-9, David Barber, (614) 
837-1268, barberdn@aol.com; Shields DD 596, 
Denver, 8/14-19, Edward Velasquez, (303) 979-
4114, etvela5@aol.com; Sirius AF 60, Portland, 
OR, 9/28-10/2, James Lasher, (800) 231-3350, 
elasher@pez.com; SLCU-32, Oklahoma City, 
9/14-16, Howard Ritchie, (618) 442-5512, 
teresadiel@yahoo.com; Stoddard Alumni 
Assn, Sacramento, CA, 9/28-10/1, David Pietz, 
(530) 742-2661, dpietz@infostations.com; 
Sumner DD 692, Baltimore, 10/6-10, Russ 
Catardi, (215) 884-7422

Talbot County, Erie, PA, 9/23-24, Milevoy 
Kotay, (717) 273-6389, janmel@lmf.
net; Thomaston LSD 28, Boston, 9/15-
18, Dave Hammock, (319) 396-5065, 
mmcret81@mcleodusa.net; Tom Green 
County LST 1159, Las Vegas, 10/2-6, Leon 
Levin, (702) 897-6932, tdunnie@aol.com; 
Trinity AO 13, Norfolk, VA, 9/7-10, Donald 
Haycraft, (540) 828-1142, haycraft001@yahoo.
com; Valencia AKA 81, Akron, OH, 10/27-30, 
Harvey Linder, (301) 989-0025, ljvlna@aol.
com; Vammen DE 644, Norfolk, VA, 
10/13-16, George DeLozier, (217) 847-2248, 
gdelozr@frontiernet.net; VB/VPB/VP-106 
(WWII), Pensacola, FL, 11/9-13, Andy Kalton, 
(321) 752-4269; VC-94 “Flying Shamrocks” 
(WWII), Kansas City, MO, 9/11-15, Georgene 
Stinnett, (816) 356-9786, gstinnett@bigfoot.
com; VP-47, Las Vegas, 9/20-22, Ray Cruz, 
raulgcruz@aol.com; Walke DD 723, San 
Diego, 10/12-16, Richard Williamson, (920) 
788-4916, rwilliamson@new.rr.com; Waller 
DD/DDE 466, Kansas City, MO, 8/31-9/4, W. 
Max Lucas, (785) 842-1758, mlucas@sunflower.
com; William F. Seiverling DE 441, Branson, 
MO, 9/28-10/1, Mike Reyna, (660) 529-2506; 
Windsor APA 55, Annapolis, MD, 9/11-14, 
Adolph Loch, (810)  463-4445

COMRADES IN DISTRESS
294th MP Co, Camp Zama, Japan (May-Oct 
1968). William David Bollinger seeks anyone 
who remembers him delirious and bedridden 
following a flu shot. CID 1475

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
Post 296, FL: John H. Gardner, Williard J. 

Martin, Fred E. Sanders, Danny W. Woods
Post 303, FL: Robert T. Pirucki
Post 232, IA: Gene Hyler, Elwyn Marsh, Martin 

Palmer, James Smith
Post 180, IN: Albert F. Baranowski, George N. 

Bizoukas, Jeffrey C. Campbell, Bob G. Fisher
Post 500, IN: William Anderson Jr., L. Wendell 

Baker, Clarence Bische, Norman Brennan, 
Harold Bruhn, John Byers, William Cooney, 
Harry Courtney, Sammy Dotlich, Robert 
Flynn, Mark Gullion, Joseph Hadler, Richard 
Heathco, Michael Hedrick, James Holmes, 
Lawrence Kuhns, Paul Lewis, John Marsee, 
William Marvel, John Mitney Jr., Robert Noel, 
Nolan Pedigo, Robert Pielemeier, Arthur 
Preissler, Lloyd Sanford, Willard Thomas, 
Ralph Tolan, Eugene Tsareff, Thomas Tsareff 
Jr., Robert Tucker, Robert Wagoner, Carl 
Weidner, Francis Wells, Eugene Williams, 
Stephen Zimmerman

Post 368, MI: James C. Topps
Post 172, MO: Norman C. Schultheis
Post 38, NJ: Henry L. Bowman, Louis A. 

Fallstick, Alfred C. Peak, Robert P. Shreve, 
Paul M. Stow

Post 391, NJ: Ernest J. Boyton, Roland 
Chamberlain, Robert Cronin, Ralph Detweiler, 
Edward S. Duda Sr., Alfred A. Elio Sr., George 
W. Fisher, Joseph F. Fisher, William Graham, 
Stephen Harsayni, Virgil D. Hopler, Richard F. 

Kask Sr., Edward Kemmerer, Norbert Kraynik, 
Carroll Lyons, Robert S. Watson

Post 459, TX: Russell Bayh, Agie V. Uherek

IN SEARCH OF
3rd Inf Div/3rd QM Co (Wursburg, 

Germany, Jan 1961-May 1963), Roger 
Rebling, (651) 423-1866, rrebling@aol.com

4th Eng C Bn (Hanau, Germany, 1950-
1955), Dick Taylor, (702) 878-1742, 
dicktaylor711@aol.com

7th Comm Bn 1st Mar Div FMF (Vietnam), 
Dave Haage, (309) 221-4740, haage@
insightbb.com

8th AF 92nd Bomb Grp 4073rd Sqdn 
(England, 1944-1945), Robert Rich, (423) 
434-4244

8th Army Band (Korea, 1950-1951), Lyle 
McDole, (712) 551-1074

8th Inf Div 5th, 61st Rgts (Pinder Barracks, 
Zirndorf, Germany, 1956-1958), Wilson 
Hoffman, (610) 845-2443

10th Inf Div 10th Sig Co (Opn Gyroscope, 
1954-1958), Clarence Lucas, (616) 538-8269

12th Radio Relay Sqdn & Sites/7030th 
Cbt Support Wing/603rd AC&W 
(Pforzheim Air Stn, Germany, 
1956-1966), Ivan McAllister, (228) 875-
8384@macsdawgbox@yahoo.com

18th Sec Police Sqdn (Kadena AB, 
Okinawa, July 1975-July 1976), Alan Auld, 
alan.auld@ocfl.net

24th Inf Div 13th FA Bn (Korea, 1950-1952), 
Phillip Gene Weaver, 4025 N. 245 E, LaGrange, 
IN 46761, darkhorseweaver@hotmail.com

24th, 41st Inf Divs (Rockhampton, 
Australia, 1942-1943 & Japan, 1947-
1949), William Johnson, 0061749331361, 
capfeeds@cqnet.com.au

36th Div 143rd Inf C Co (Mount Sammucro, 
Italy, 1943), Delmar Redenius, (828) 299-4570

40th Inf Div 143rd FA Bn HQ Btry (Jan 
1943-Dec 1945), Jim Fitchett, (772) 467-6518

49th Field Maint Sqdn (San Francisco & 
Misawa AFB, Japan, Jan 1955-Jan 1957), 
Cole Higginbotham, (601) 932-5207

66th Air Police Sqdn (Laon AB, France, 
1962-1965), John Coulter, (618) 586-2986, 
coulter1@mchsi.com

80th Trans Base Depot (Okinawa, 1951-
1952), Boyd Beatty, (765) 289-2675

82nd Abn 307th Abn Eng B Co 2nd Plt 
(Europe, WWII), Walter Kearns, (908) 
604-2078

124th Army Band (Yokohama, Japan, 1946-
1950), Lyle McDole, (712) 551-1074

179th, 180th ASHC (Fort Benning & 
Vietnam, 1965-1968), Harold Lanham, (630) 
220-1419, lilbittitluv@worldnet.att.net

281st MP Co (Trieste, Italy, 1946-1954), Skip 
Harford, (410) 266-5290, pbh61@juno.com

305th AREFW/Base Ops/Weather (Grissom 
AFB, IN, 1976-1979), Ed Schreiner, (502) 
459-7647, torch8306@military.com

385th MP Det Honor Guard (Patch 
Barracks, Stuttgart/Vahighen, Germany, 
1961-1963), Mike Pace, 381 Peterson Road, 
Wichita Falls, TX 76305, pace_mike@hotmail.
com

449th Sec Police Sqdn (Kincheloe AFB, 
Mich, Dec 1971-Aug 1973), Alan Auld, alan.
auld@ocfl.net

477th Motor Ambulance Co (July 1944-Dec 
1945), Ben Macedonia, (203) 735-0403, 
hummingbird904@aol.com

574th Truck Co (Toul, France, 1960-1964), 
Herbert Dorsey, (609) 894-8571

709th MP Bn D Co (Germany, 1945-
1948), Richard Holland, (716) 965-2485, 
holland11@netsync.net

887th FA Bn (Fort McCoy, WI & Schwabish 
Hall, Germany, Sept 1950-Sept 1953), 
James McCann, (262) 781-6522

934th Sig Bn/5th Comm Grp (Korea, 1950-
1954), Chuck Siegismund, (501) 985-1310, 
sparkyarky@comcast.net

3704th Flt 1859 BMTS (Lackland AFB, Nov-
Dec 1965), Steve Sellers, (317) 272-5510, 
grtuncste@aol.com

6214th Sec Police Sqdn (Tainan AB, 
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comrades
Taiwan, Aug 1973-July 1975), Alan Auld, 
alan.auld@ocfl.net

7272nd Air Police Sqdn (Wheelus AB, 
Libya, 1963-1965), Fred Hetler, (260) 492-
6541, fjhet1@netzero.com

7544th Air Police Sqdn (Toul Rosieres AB, 
France, 1961), David Scott, (916) 362-0373, 
bond011@mycingular.com

8054th Evac Hosp (Pusan, Korea, June 
1950-Nov 1951), Porter Williams, (304) 
592-2057

A Co 793rd MP Bn (Fuerth, Germany, 
1968-1970), Jimmie Starnes, 
jlsservices@verizon.net

AF OCS Class 53-A (Lackland AFB), Mara 
Hodgkins, (949) 770-7561

Army Band (Paris, 1944-1948), Al Moratz, 
(863) 324-7921, alnorene@aol.com

B Co 4th Med Bn 4th Inf Div (Fort Lewis, 
WA & Vietnam, 1966-1967), Robert 
Remmers, (830) 997-7911

B Co 347th Eng EAB SCARWAF (1953-1955), 
Bob Shaw, 117331@cox.net

California BB 44 (4th Div, Europe, 
WWII), Robert Swanson, (623) 202-3939, 
fanmanbob@mailstation.com

Carrier Air Grp 17/VF-174 (Jacksonville, 
FL, 1950-1954), Paul Deslauriers, (413) 
967-5838, pkdez@aol.com

D Co 709th Tank Bn/13th Cav 3rd Armd 
Div (Fort Knox, KY & Kirch-Gons, 
Germany, 1955-1958), Robert Remmers, 
(830) 997-7911

Elect Supply Branch N SC 23/Naval Supply 
Depot, Randy French, (502) 968-2883

F Co 40th Armor Berlin Bde (Berlin, 1963-
1965), Robert Remmers, (830) 997-7911

Gen. Omar Bundy AP 152 (Oakland, CA, 
Jan 1945-May 1946), Robert Warner, 2137 
Otis Drive 114, Alameda, CA 94501, alameda-
bob@webtv.net

Hawaiian Armed Serv Police, Dick Burch, 
gabgm@bellsouth.net

HQ Co 69th Armor Bn (Fort Riley, KS, 1955-
1959), Herbert Dorsey, (609) 894-8571

Johnson AB, Japan, Claude Clawson, (740) 
342-0138, budclaw@man.com

Mar Guard Co Mar Barracks Naval Powder 
Factory (Indianhead, MD, Oct 1954-Feb 
1956), F.B. Graham, (217) 668-2309

Moffett DE 362 (1942-1946), Forrest Magee, 
frrst_mg@yahoo.com

Newport News CA 148 OE Div (1957-
1960), Dale Slevoski, (906) 265-4644, 
sassy515@copper.net

Redhorse “Prime Beef” All Units (1965-
2005), Tom Gallagher, (352) 860-1629, 
tgallag1@tampabay.rr.com

South Atl Wing Air Trans Cmd (Brazil, 
1942-1944), Julian Kalotkin, (561) 498-8438

Thomaston LSD 28 (Apr 1956-Dec 
1957), Luis De La Rosa, (956) 423-2751, 
delarosalg@aol.com

Threadfin SS 410 (Key West, FL, 
1956-1960), Bill James, (719) 685-1647, 
bill@eaglemotel.com

Tulare AKA 112 (1967-1968), Richard 
Robinson, (541) 474-0336

VF-22 (Jacksonville, FL, 1951-1956), Jack 
Bailey, (757) 340-5922, charlies-son@msn.com

VF-114 (NAS North Island, CA, 1950-1951), 
Harry Matthews, (310) 328-7996, ha3@aol.com

TAPS
Andrew W. Cahill, Dept. of Kentucky. Nat’l 

Law & Order Cmte. Memb. 1981-1982 and 
Nat’l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1997-2005.

Kay Compton, Dept. of Arizona. Nat’l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1958-
1964, Nat’l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1976-2001 and Dept. Cmdr. 1984-1985.

Ralph Farris, Dept. of Louisiana. Nat’l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1973-
1977, Dept. Cmdr. 1978-1979, Nat’l Cemetery 

Cmte. Memb. 1980-1997 and Nat’l Exec. 
Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1985-1989.

Roberto Gonzalez-Vazquez, Dept. of Puerto 
Rico. Nat’l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. 
Memb. 1953-1954, 1972-1973 and 1976-1979, 
Nat’l Education & Scholarship Cmte. Memb. 
1957-1958, Nat’l Rehab. Cmsn. Advisory 
Board Memb. 1958-1960, Nat’l Distinguished 
Guests Cmte. Memb. 1959-1960 and 1968-
1969, Nat’l Americanism Cncl. 1964-1965, 
Nat’l Housing Cmte. Memb. 1965-1968, 
Dept. Cmdr. 1969-1971, Nat’l Exec. Cmte. Alt. 
Memb. 1971-1973, Nat’l Cmsn. on Children 
& Youth Memb. 1971-1975, Nat’l Exec. Cmte. 
Memb. 1973-1983, Nat’l Cmsn. on Children 
& Youth Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1973-1974 and 
1977-1983, Nat’l Vice Cmdr. 1983-1984, Nat’l 
Cemetery Cmte. Nat’l Cmdr.’s Rep. 1984-1998 
and Nat’l Foreign Relations Cmsn. Nat’l 
Cmdr.’s Rep. 2003-2005.

Robert D. Gordon, Dept. of Michigan. 
Nat’l Americanism Cncl. Memb. 1965-1969, 
Nat’l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1975-1982, Nat’l 
Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Memb. 
1977-1983, Dept. Cmdr. 1981-1982 and Nat’l 
Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Vice Chmn. 
1981-1983.

Robert C. Horenkamp, Dept. of Missouri. 
Nat’l Law & Order Cmte. Memb. 1975-1984 
and Nat’l Sgt.-at-Arms 1996-1997.

George W. Reed, Dept. of Indiana. Nat’l 
Americanism Cncl. Memb. 1972-1973, Nat’l 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Memb. 1975-1978, 
and Nat’l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice 
Chmn. 1980-1987 and 1988-2005.

Rachel Trice, Dept. of Georgia. Nat’l 
Pilgrimage Cmte. Memb. 1966-1967, Nat’l 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1978-
2001 and Nat’l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. 
Memb. 1983-1984.

William R. Underwood, Dept. of Ohio. 
Nat’l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1994-2005.

Now
Only

$

19
95

26
26 Full Length Authentic Episodes ON 2 DVD’s26 Full Length Authentic Episodes ON 2 DVD’s

ORIGINAL UNCUT ACTION

Disc 1
Vol. 1    Design for War
Vol. 2    The Pacific Boils Over
Vol. 3    Sealing the Breach
Vol. 4    Midway is East
Vol. 5    Mediterranean Mosaic
Vol. 6    Guadalcanal
Vol. 7   Rings Around Rabaul
Vol. 8    Marenstrum
Vol. 9    Sea and Sand
Vol. 10  Beneath the Southern Cross
Vol. 11  The Magnetic North
Vol. 12  Conquest of Micronesia
Vol. 13  Melanesian Nightmare

Disc 2
Vol. 14  Roman Renaissance
Vol. 15  D-Day
Vol. 16  Killers and the Kill
Vol. 17  The Turkey Shoot
Vol. 18  Two if by Sea
Vol. 19  The Battle for 

Leyte Gulf
Vol. 20  Return of the Allies
Vol. 21  Full Fathom Five
Vol. 22  The Fate of Europe
Vol. 23  Target Suribachi
Vol. 24  The Road to Mandalay
Vol. 25  Suicide for Glory
Vol. 26  Design for Peace

Digitally Re-Mastered

Episodes

AWARD-WINNING COLLECTOR’S EDITION 

ENTIRE TWO DVD 

26 EPISODE COLLECTION

Less than 77¢ per episode

Mail today to: Victory At Sea, DEPT. 1858
P. O. Box 3012 Wallingford, CT 06492

YES! I can’t wait to see The Victory At Sea Series again!
Please send me the following DVD Set(s):

❑ Victory At Sea DVD set only $19.95 + $3.95 S&H. 
Total $23.90.

❑  SAVE! 2 Sets of Victory At Sea DVDs only $37.95 
+ $5.95 S&H. Total $43.90.

Total Enclosed $ (NY, NJ, & CT res. add sales tax.)

Charge my: ❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard ❑ Disc ❑ Am Ex

Account # Exp. Date

Signature

Name

Address

City State Zip

Daytime Phone Number

E-Mail Address

EXCLUSIVE COLLECTORS SET-NOT SOLD IN STORES!

One of the earliest documentaries made for TV, Victory At
Sea features actual battle footage that was collected from
both Allied and Axis sources! It takes you through the full
story of WWII by sea. This award-winning documentary
series is presented in its entirety and has been digitally
remastered and restored for your viewing pleasure. Watch
the story unfold in 26 full-length episodes. Approximately
12 hours of original uncut action. Original music written by
Richard Rogers and narrated by Leonard Graves. 
Now, this extensive documentary, one of the first of its kind
made for TV, can be yours for less than 77¢ per episode –
an unbelievable value! Order your “Victory at Sea”award-
winning 26 episode documentary series today!
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Tradition Of Heroes Past

Excitement Of Racing Today

Join Today!
Call for FREE information.  Mention P2070

American Racing Pigeon Union
P.O. Box 18465
Oklahoma City, OK 73154-0465
405-848-5801 • www.pigeon.org

Homing Pigeons were used to deliver life-saving
messages during World Wars I and II.  Now they are

enjoyed in a fun, family, backyard sport.

Now you can wear a distinctive military ring

which reflects your pride in serving our

Country. Call for our free color catalog

showing 150 Classic Military Rings, plus

a Special Report you should read before

buying any military ring! Call today:

1-503-731-9256 (24 hr. recorded

message). Or write: Classic Rings,

435 SE 85, Dept. A-705, Portland OR 97216.

www.ClassicRings.com Code A-705

A Proud Symbol of
Your Service

CLASSIFIED
SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE 
TO: Mr. Craig Miller, Classified Advertising, The 
American Legion Magazine, c/o James G. Elliott 
Company, Inc., 626 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 500, Los 
Angeles, CA 90017. (213) 624-0900, Ext. 1228, FAX 
(213) 624-0997. All classified advertising is pay-
able in advance  by check or money order. Please 
make remittance payable to “The American Legion 
Magazine.”  RATES: $30 per word. Count street 
addresses and box numbers as two words; all city, 
state and zip codes as three words. CIRCULATION: 
2,550,000 per month. DEADLINE: Advertising copy 
must be received 60 days before cover date of 
issue desired. All advertisements are accepted at 
the discretion of the publisher.

APPAREL

SUSPENDERS. Patented “no-slip clip.” Catalog, 
(800) 700-4515, www.suspenders.com.

BOOKS & MAGAZINES

CORPORATE GREED – How U.S. Companies Sell 
to Iran, www.corporategreed.bravehost.com.

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS

CATALOG, (800) 233-0828, www.kardwell.com.

MISCELLANEOUS

WWW.ASHESANDBUTTS.COM.  Discount tax-free 

tobacco products, (866) 362-5346.  $5 off first 
order.  Quantity discounts available.

MUSIC/MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

DEERING BANJO COMPANY offers discounts 
to veterans on quality banjos from $399. 
American made. Free catalog, (800) 845-7791, 
www.deeringbanjos.com.

OF INTEREST TO ALL

WWW.BEHOLDJESUS.INFO.

WWW.BE-HEALTHY.US.

BETTER THAN VIAGRA? Works immediately. Buy 
2, get 1 free. (800) 458-1613.

PERSONALS

FREE CATALOG. Meet nice singles, (931) 879-
4625.

WANTED

GUITARS, (800) 451-9728.

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167.

CAMERAS: Buying/selling, call Ritz Collectibles, 
(800) 956-9132.

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 566-5766.

NEW & USED (800)446-5040

Adjustable Beds

Hospital Beds

Mattresses

Wheelchairs

Scooters

Car Lifts

Stair Lifts

Lift-Chairs

Elevators

Electric Home Care Products

ElectroEase.com
Member

BBB
Since
1964

GUARANTEEDGUARANTEED
LOWEST PRICELOWEST PRICE (800) 528-3974

EEE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-15

HITCHCOCK SHOES,INC.
Dept. 5E Hingham, MA 02043

1-800-992-WIDE www.wideshoes.com

MEN
,
SWIDE SHOES

• FREE catalog
• High quality
• 200 styles

EE r e c t i l e   D y s f u n c t i o n 
Can be treated safely & effectively without 

drugs or surgery.  This vacuum therapy 

treatment is covered by Medicare.  Also, 

diabetic shoes & supplies at little or no cost. 

1-800-815-1577 ext. 4 

Page 



55

northAmerican Offers 

Moving Discounts

SAVE $$$
On Your Next 

Interstate Move!

North American Van Lines offers 
American Legion members discounts 
on interstate moves. (Long Distance 
State to State).  Let North American, 
the world’s largest professional mover, 
transport your household goods with 
moving services to meet every need 
and budget.  In addition to a discount, 
you will receive up to $50,000 coverage 
on your household goods at no charge.

For more information or a free 
estimate call:  North American Van 
Lines/Moving Solutions.

1-800-524-5533
Email: movingvalue@comcast.net

MOVING????

ViagraTM Didn’t Work?
• Vacuum Therapy System
• 95% Success
• Covered by Medicare
For Free Information Call
1-800-475-3091

●   H AT   P I N S ●
   M E D A L S ●

●  FREE COLOR CATALOG

●  2500+ Military Designs
●  Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines
●  Call now! Toll-free!

  1-888-223-1159

●  Custom pins & patches available.
 Dealer inquires welcome.

HONORS
by Hoover’s Mfg., Co.

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354
Fax: 1-815-223-1499

Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.comB
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HEARING AIDSHEARING AIDS
UP TOUP TO60% SAVINGS60% SAVINGS

30-DAY

TRIAL

TRY
BEFORE
YOU BUY

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES!
● ALL MAKES & MODELS ● TERMS ARRANGED
● 30 YRS. EXPERIENCE ● ALL MAKE REPAIRS

● CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS ●  

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL:

1-800-323-1212
We’re the oldest, biggest and best

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL         BOX 1645, ROCKFORD, IL 61110

This is all 
you wear!

MEN...LOOK TALLER!

ELEVATORS
RICHLEE SHOE CO., DEPT.  AL57
P.O. BOX 3566, FREDERICK, MD 21705

®

®
ELEVATORS...Shoes that makeyou appear
up to 3” taller. Over100 styles.Money Back
Guarantee. Hidden height increaser inside
shoes. Making men taller since 1939. Call
or write for FREE color catalog.

1-800-343-3810

Need Sleep?
ADJUSTABLE BEDS

FREE
VIDEO AND

BROCHURE

LOW
PRICES!

800-401-8692
NO SALESMAN WILL COME TO YOUR HOME

Or write to:  Sleep Comfort Adjustable Beds
15950 Bernardo Center Dr., #B, San Diego, CA 92127

www.sleep-comfort.com

In-Home
90 Day
Trial

VIAGRA®

Pharmaceutical Grade Alternative
Without Prescription!

(30 tabs) - blue 100mg     $89.95
(60 tabs) - Save $40.00   $129.95
(90 tabs) - Save $70.00   $179.95

Order Today 24 HR Order Line! 

Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 

1-888-527-0870 ext AL-2. 

or Send Check or M.O. To:
P.E. LABS, 1025 SW 59th st

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73109-4902

Free 
Shipping!

Supplies 
Limited!

WWW.USAVEONPILLS.COM

STRONGER

THAN

TOLL
FREE

Viagra® is a registered trademark of Pfizer Co.

U . S .  M I L I TARY M EDAL S  &  R I BBO N S

CUSTOM BALL CAPS - NAVY SHIP CAPS

FREE COLOR CATALOG!
FREE SHIPPING!

TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062
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VETS SUPPLY LINE
10550 CO RD 81, #218

MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369
FREE RIBBON BAR MOUNTING - FAST DELIVERY

WEB SITE:www.vetssupplyline.com

1-800-255-2511
www.maxatvs.com  Recreatives Industries Inc.

1-800-255-2511
www.maxatvs.com  Recreatives Industries Inc.

“An Old Fashion Summer”

A Nostalgic
Audiovisual

Tour
Of
The

American
Landscape

http://www.TheSylvanWeb.com
Call toll-free (800) 672-8964

Dept. 3386 • 125 Rhoades Lane
Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075

1-800-974-6233 Ext. 3386 • www.4wc.com/ 3386

2 SEAT BIKE
DRIVES LIKE A CAR

• Easy to Pedal
• Multi-Speed
• 1, 2 & 4 Seaters
• Optional Electric Motor FREE BROCHURE
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It’s a funny thing about our nation. 

July 4 is its birthday, but April 15 is 

when it collects the presents.

IF YOU REALLY WANT to eat a good meal 
outdoors on the Fourth of July, be a mosquito.

JACK WOKE UP with a hangover after 
attending his company’s Christmas party. He 
didn’t remember how he got home and, as 
bad as he felt, wondered if he did something 
wrong. When he opened his eyes, he saw two 
aspirin next to a glass of water and a single 
red rose.

Jack sat up and saw his clothing in front of 
him, all clean and pressed. He looked around 
the room and saw it was in perfect order, 
along with the rest of the house. In front of 
the bathroom mirror, he cringed when he saw 
a black eye staring back at him. Then he noticed a 
note on the mirror’s corner: “Honey, breakfast is 
on the stove. I left early to go get groceries to make 
your favorite dinner tonight. I love you, darling! 
Love, Jillian.” 

Jack stumbled to the kitchen. Sure enough, a hot 
breakfast with steaming hot coffee waited beside 
the morning newspaper. His son sat at the table, 
eating. Jack asked, “Son, what happened last 
night?” 

“Well,” his son replied, “you came home after 
3 a.m., drunk and out of your mind. You fell over 
the coffee table. You got that black eye when you 
ran into the door.” 

Confused, Jack asked his son, “So why is every-
thing in such perfect order? I have a rose, and 
breakfast is on the table waiting for me.” 

“Oh, that,” his son 
said. “Mom 

dragged you to 
the bedroom, 
and when she 
tried to take 
your pants off, 
you screamed, 
‘Leave me 
alone, lady. I’m 
married!’”

INSTEAD OF 
calling in sick, 
call in well. Tell 
them how great 
you feel not 
having to go to 
work today.

THERE’S 

TOO MUCH 
blood in my 
caffeine 
stream.

A COUPLE’S 

MOWER was 
broken and 
wouldn’t run. 
The wife kept 
hinting to her 
husband that 
he should get 
it fi xed, but 
somehow the 
message never 
sank in. 

Finally she thought of a clever way to make her 
point. When her husband arrived home one day, 
he found her seated in the tall grass, busily snip-
ping away with a tiny pair of sewing scissors. He 
watched silently for a short time and then went 
into the house. 

He was gone only a few moments. When he 
returned, he handed her a toothbrush. “When you 
fi nish cutting the grass,” he said, “you might as 
well sweep the sidewalks.” 

The doctors say he will probably walk again but 
will always limp.

“Feeling that only you can prevent 
forest fi res could be construed as 

delusions of grandeur.”

“Honey, I’m taking the dog out to do his business.”

parting shots

56

7
/2

0
0

5

“Mmm! Just like Mom 
used to order.”
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FOR COMPENSATION INFORMATION:

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death,
please contact:

The David Law Firm, P.C.
Jonathan David*

10655 Six Pines Drive, #260
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(Greater Houston Area)

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing.

Toll Free 1-877-367-6376

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658

Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 

ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras,

are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers.

Asbestos

Cancer Hits

Former 

Sailors

The David Law Firm

“Defeating Today’s Goliaths”

FOR MEDICAL INFORMATION:

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma
patients, please contact:

Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658

* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas.

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

Mesothelioma Web
Hope * Support * Help

The most comprehensive

resource for Mesothelioma

patients and their families.



NEW!NEW!
GentlemansGentlemans JEANSJEANS

Stretch-TwillStretch-Twill

Duke Habernickel, Pres.

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Peckville, PA 18452

Even the 
Fabric 

STRETCHES
in all 

directions!

Even the
Fabric 

STRETCHES
in all 

directions!

Each side
EXPANDS
2 full inches!

Each side
EXPANDS
2 full inches!

We took your favorite
polyester twill and added
just a touch of spandex.

You still get the handsome
look of denim but now 

with a little extra g-i-v-e &
plenty of extra comfort!

Not Fit-For-a-while or
Fit-For-some-times — 
These Fit-Forevers™

FIT FOREVER!

Light
Chestnut

Grey

Imported

Tried and True Fit, every 
time you wear them.
Hidden side inserts lend 
a total of 4 inches of 
S-T-R-E-T-C-H around 
the middle so you always 
have room! Classic gent’s
jeans tailoring: 2 front
pockets, 2 back pockets,
and a coin pocket for 
take-alongs, plus center 
back loop to make your belt
stay put.They wash and dry
without a worry, fade or
wrinkle! Truly jeans you 
can wear with confidence! 
Order right now!

Navy

Stretch-Twill

JEANS
Stretch-Twill

JEANS

Medium
Blue

FOR MAXIMUM COMFORT, 
ORDER YOUR USUAL WAIST SIZE!

Waist:  32  34  36  38  40  42  44

*Big Men (just $5.50 more per pair):
46 48 50 52 54

Inseams:  S(27-28) M(29-30) L(31-32)

Check here

Saddle
Tan leather
trim on 
man-made
navy blue. 
Fit-4-Ever
buckle.
Even sizes
only. 32-54.
$8.99 ea.

78902      8J
Blue/Tan

WHAT SIZE?
_______

HOW MANY?
______

Fit 4-Ever
BELTS

I999*I999* per pair 
when you buy 2

2 for 39.98
3 for 56.95

Check      Visa      
MC AmEx     
Discover/NOVUS®

Card # ___________________________________Exp.: ______/_____

Mr. Mrs. Ms. ______________________________________________

Address ______________________________________ Apt. # ______

City & State ________________________________ Zip ___________
For shipping confirmation, your e-mail address, please!

E-mail ____________________________________________________
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time!

MEDIUM BLUE

HOW
MANY?

WHAT
WAIST?

WHAT
INSEAM?

GREY

NAVY

LIGHT CHESTNUT

03

5A

6J

4M

7A9–06029

Haband
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Peckville, PA 18452

Send ______ jeans. 
I enclose $________
purchase price 
plus $4.95 
toward postage. 
In GA add sales tax.

Fit-4-Ever Belt

sold below
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