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Fontana donut shop regular buys $20 million winning SuperLotto Plus ticket – Press Enterprise

https://www.pe.com/.../fontana-donut-shop-regular-buys-20-million-winning-superlotto-plus-ticket/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter[2/6/2018 7:32:08 AM]

By BRIAN WHITEHEAD | bwhitehead@scng.com |

San Bernardino Sun
February 5, 2018 at 1:44 pm

Miss Donuts & Bagel, a neighborhood shop in Fontana, sold the
$20 million winning SuperLotto Plus ticket. Ling Goun, the shop
owner, said a regular is the lucky winner. (Photo by Brian
Whitehead, The Sun/SCNG)
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Fontana donut shop regular buys $20 million winning SuperLotto Plus ticket – Press Enterprise
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Every morning, hungry regulars walk out of

Fontana’s Miss Donuts & Bagel with breakfast.

One familiar face recently walked out with a

Lottery ticket worth $20 million.

The California Lottery reported Saturday that Miss

Donuts & Bagel, a 4-year-old shop off Sierra

Avenue, sold the winning SuperLotto Plus jackpot

ticket. Owner Ling Goun said Monday he knows

who purchased the ticket, but declined to identify

the newest multimillionaire.

Goun did say, however, that he was happy for his

regular customer and for his shop, which he hopes

sees a bump in business from the news.

Miss Donuts & Bagel sold $255,169 in winning

Lottery tickets in 2016, according to a sign in the

shop’s window.

Saturday’s prize will be hard to top.

The winning numbers were 10, 29, 41, 45, 46, with

10 as the Mega number. The odds of winning the

SuperLotto Plus jackpot are about 1 in 42 million.

After the numbers were announced Saturday, the

store was notified it had sold the precious ticket,

said Goun, who was home at the time. An

employee called Goun with the news.

Within 24 hours, California Lottery officials had

hung a banner and assorted signage around the

shop.
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“Millionaire made here: Are you next?” the

promotional material reads.

Gene Ripley, 86, walks into Miss Donuts & Bagel

as many as three times a week. Rarely does he

leave without trying his luck at a scratchcard or a

Lottery ticket.

Monday, Ripley sat inside the shop, scratching

away, a ticket for the evening’s Lottery drawing at

his side.

Fifty dollars the Bloomington resident won his first

go-round, a pittance compared to the handful of

$1,000 winners he’s purchased from Miss Donuts

& Bagel over the years.

While interest in buying Lottery tickets from his

shop hasn’t risen considerably since Saturday’s

announcement, Goun said he is hopeful “it’ll go up
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Crowd lines up at midnight for Cracker Barrel’s first day open in Victorville – San Bernardino Sun

https://www.sbsun.com/...wd-lines-up-at-midnight-for-cracker-barrels-first-day-open-in-victorville/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter[2/6/2018 7:31:34 AM]

By FIELDING BUCK | fbuck@scng.com | The

Press-Enterprise
PUBLISHED: February 5, 2018 at 2:00 pm | UPDATED: February
5, 2018 at 2:48 pm

Fans of Cracker Barrel Old Country Store started

Jose Olives serves guests Friday during a preview of Cracker
Barrel Old County Store in Victorville.
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The new Victorville Cracker Barrel will be
this couple’s 649th visited and this is their
favorite thing to order

Photos: Sneak peek of Cracker Barrel’s
first Southern California restaurant
opening in February
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gathering at midnight in a Victorville shopping

center to be the first customers at the chain’s first

California restaurant.

Cracker Barrel is a combination family restaurant

and retail store with locations across the U.S. The

Victorville store pushes the total up to 649

locations in 45 states, according to representatives.

By the time the doors opened, there were 150

people in line for the restaurant, which seats 180

people. By 6:30 a.m., there was an hour wait time,

Janella Escobar, director of corporate

communications, said in an email.

At noon, the wait was 2½ hours.

Escobar said Momma’s Pancake Breakfast was one

of the popular items on the menu.

“Normally, I would be able to identify how many

guests have been served. However, we are

currently so busy that we are unable to pull that

stat.”

Cracker

Barrel

celebrated its grand opening on Friday with a

ribbon-cutting and food service for invited guests.
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The store doesn’t plan any further opening

celebrations, but it expects to move a lot of

pancakes. According to its website, the chain sells

57 million a year.

Cracker Barrel is at 11612 Amargosa Road. Guests

can get on an online wait list or place a to-go order

by calling 760-244-0010.

More videos:

Fielding Buck
Fielding Buck has been a business reporter since 2014 with a focus on logistics, supply chain and GIS. Prior
experience includes extensive entertainment reporting. He loves photography and dogs and lives in San Bernardino

Tags: restaurants, Top Stories Sun
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Olivia Carolee Culbreath of Fontana, shown here speaking with
Daniel Perlman, one of her lawyers, February, 25, 2015, was in
court Monday for a preliminary hearing. A readiness hearing has
been scheduled for March 12 in Los Angeles. (Photo by Walt
Mancini/Pasadena Star-News)

LOCAL NEWS

Fontana woman nearing trial in 60 Freeway
wrong-way, DUI crash that killed 6

   
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LOS ANGELES >> The case of a Fontana

woman accused of driving drunk and the wrong

way on the 60 Freeway nearly four years ago and

causing a crash that killed six people is getting

closer to going to trial.

Olivia Carolee Culbreath, 25, was in Los Angeles

County Superior Court in downtown Los Angeles

Monday for a preliminary hearing and is expected

to return March 12 for a readiness hearing,

according to an email from the Los Angeles County

District Attorney’s Media Relations Bureau.

During a readiness hearing, defense attorneys and

prosecutors will report to a judge how close they

are to being ready to go to trial and can set a date

to begin the trial.

On Feb. 9, 2014, Culbreath allegedly drove a

Chevrolet Camaro east on the westbound 60

Freeway, the California Highway Patrol said. She

was traveling at speeds approaching 100 mph

when she was in a wrong-way, head-on crash in

Diamond Bar, the CHP said.

Prior to the crash, Culbreath had allegedly been

drinking.

Her car crashed head-on into a sport utility

vehicle, the CHP reported. Another vehicle

subsequently crashed into the SUV.

Culbreath’s sister, Maya, 24, of Rialto, and Kristin

Young, 21, of Chino, were passengers in

Culbreath’s car and died in the crash.

Four Huntington Park residents were traveling in
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the SUV and were all thrown from the vehicle. The

four victims were Gregorio Mejia-Martinez, 47,

Leticia Ibarra, 42, Jessica Mejia, 20, and Ester

Delgado, 80.
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By JOE BLACKSTOCK |
February 5, 2018 at 10:42 am

Racing far above us today and every day for years

to come is Vanguard I, the oldest bit of man-made

space debris — it’s been up there since the

Photo by Joe Blackstock
Some of the buildings of what was the Grand Central Rocket Co.,
a space pioneer that operated in Mentone in the 1950s. Today the
facility is a mixed-use industrial park.

   

SUBSCRIBE

Get the latest news delivered daily!

Follow Us

LOCAL NEWS

This is how the Inland Empire played a part in the
space race with satellites still in orbit

   

 

https://www.pe.com/author/joe-blackstock/
https://facebook.com/ThePressEnterprise
https://twitter.com/pressenterprise
https://instagram.com/pressenterprise
https://www.pe.com/feed/
https://checkout.pe.com/subscriptionpanel
https://checkout.pe.com/subscriptionpanel
https://www.pe.com/local-news/
https://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/this-is-how-the-inland-empire-played-a-part-in-the-space-race-with-satellites-still-in-orbit/?share=facebook&nb=1
https://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/this-is-how-the-inland-empire-played-a-part-in-the-space-race-with-satellites-still-in-orbit/?share=twitter&nb=1
https://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/this-is-how-the-inland-empire-played-a-part-in-the-space-race-with-satellites-still-in-orbit/?share=reddit&nb=1
https://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/this-is-how-the-inland-empire-played-a-part-in-the-space-race-with-satellites-still-in-orbit/?share=email&nb=1
https://www.pe.com/


7KLV�LV�KRZ�WKH�,QODQG�(PSLUH�SOD\HG�D�SDUW�LQ�WKH�VSDFH�UDFH�ZLWK�VDWHOOLWHV�VWLOO�LQ�RUELW�±�3UHVV�(QWHUSULVH

KWWSV���ZZZ�SH�FRP����H�LQODQG�HPSLUH�SOD\HG�D�SDUW�LQ�WKH�VSDFH�UDFH�ZLWK�VDWHOOLWHV�VWLOO�LQ�RUELW�"XWPBVRXUFH GOYU�LW	XWPBPHGLXP WZLWWHU>�����������������$0@

Eisenhower administration.

That, and a second Vanguard satellite that

followed, are testaments to the innovation of a

little-remembered Inland Empire firm that got

them up there in the first place.

On a dead-end street in Mentone is the site of the

Grand Central Rocket Co. where hundreds of

employees once developed solid rocket fuel and

engines. Their efforts helped the U.S. pick itself up

after the shock of the Soviet Union’s launch of

Sputnik, the first artificial satellite, in 1957.

Grand Central was the creation of one of the

leaders in American space technology, Charles E.

Bartley, who at one time worked on solid-state

rocket fuel projects at Jet Propulsion Laboratory in

La Canada Flintridge. In 1952, he broke away to

start his own company designing solid-fuel rockets

and doing testing in remote areas of the San

Fernando Valley.

Early on, he got backing from C.C. Moseley, owner

of Grand Central Airport in Glendale, the Los

Angeles area’s first real airport. He guaranteed a

series of loans for Bartley’s start-up company,

which took the same name as the airport. Moseley

is also known for establishing, among other things,

the Cal-Aero Academy that trained thousands of

World War II flyers at today’s Chino Airport.

As his work expanded, Bartley needed a more

remote site for his experimentation, and San

Bernardino County officials showed him land not

far from the Santa Ana River just northeast of

Redlands. He opened up work there in 1954, and

three years later his plant was already a major
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player in aerospace activities, according to the

Redlands Daily Facts of Oct. 21, 1957.

On March 17, 1958, Vanguard I became the U.S.’s

second successful satellite and the first to use solar

power. The grapefruit-sized satellite has since

made more than a half-million 134-minute orbits,

accompanied by its third-stage rocket built by

Grand Central.

The company later produced the third-stage rocket

of Vanguard II, sent into orbit early in 1959 and

did the first weather observations from space. It

also remains in orbit with its Mentone-prepared

third-stage.

Neither of the Vanguards are speaking to us any

more — they both ran out of battery power and

stopped transmitting data in the 1960s. But

experts say they’ll remain up there for perhaps

another two centuries, monuments to the early

days of space technology.
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The Vanguards followed Explorer I, America’s first

successful satellite launched  60 years ago last

Wednesday, Jan. 31. It used Grand Central rocket

fuel to power its second-, third- and fourth-stage

engines.

But these successes all trailed the Oct. 4, 1957

launch of Sputnik, which severely wounded

American pride. A Vanguard was hurriedly set up

at Cape Canaveral on Dec. 6 but it blew up on the

pad. Grand Central had provided the second and

third stage rockets, but not the first-stage booster

that exploded. It would be a month and half later

when Explorer I finally made it to orbit.

Through all of this, the Mentone plant was busy

with many aerospace projects, sometimes

awakening nearby residents with loud noises and

explosions. A San Bernardino Sun article on Nov.

5, 1955, said Grand Central officials reassured

residents about the “sharp roaring noise” followed

by a few sparks observed two days before. It

emphasized that it was “part of a ‘routine test’ and

nothing to worry about.”

That wasn’t the case the night of Sept. 5, 1958,

when unknown amounts of solid fuel propellant

suddenly exploded, killing two men and destroying

the factory’s Building 12. The Sun the next day said

these were the fourth and fifth deaths in the

previous 26 months from explosions at the plant.

In 1961, the company was sold and later became
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the Lockheed Propulsion Plant.

It was in the spotlight again on Feb. 20, 1962, with

the flight of John Glenn, the first American to orbit

the Earth. Lockheed in Mentone built the escape

rocket attached to the top of Glenn’s Friendship 7.

The escape rocket, which was never needed, gave

Glenn and later astronauts a way to separate their

capsules from the main rocket at launch if things

went awry. It was jettisoned just after each takeoff.

By 1975, Lockheed announced plans to close the

Mentone plant, which then went through various

hands and uses. Today it is a mixed-use industrial

park.

Groundwater under the site was discovered to be

contaminated with various solvents used in the

aerospace industry, apparently from the Grand

Central/Lockheed operations. Lockheed has spent

millions in the cleanup.

Today, the fenced site at the end of Crafton Avenue

offers no hint of the monumental role it played in

history. All we have is the knowledge that every

two hours two products of the plant are doggedly

completing one orbit after another until perhaps

the 23rd century.

Valentine’s Day dinner

It’ll be a truly historic occasion Wednesday, Feb.

14, when the Etiwanda Historical Society holds its

Valentine’s Day dinner.

It will be a chance to dine in the historic Chaffey-

Garcia House, 7150 Etiwanda Ave., Rancho

Cucamonga. Cost for the three-course dinner is
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Several Riverside County public safety agencies are

File photo
Several Riverside County public safety agencies are struggling to
overcome deficits in the current fiscal year.
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struggling to overcome deficits in the current fiscal

year — with the sheriff’s red ink impacting

operations — but the reserve pool is sound and

revenues are generally in line with original

estimates, a county report states.

“It is crucial that each department look inward and

be innovative as we move ahead,” county CEO

George Johnson said in an introduction to the

2017-18 midyear budget report set to be reviewed

by the Board of Supervisors on Tuesday, Feb. 6. “I

am confident our leadership will continue to

embrace change, maintain fiscal discipline and

transform Riverside County to become a higher

performing, effective and efficient organization.”

According to the Executive Office, the county

Sheriff’s Department, District Attorney’s Office

and Public Defender’s Office are seeking to shrink

multimillion-dollar structural spending gaps.

Additional cost pressures are weighing on the

Riverside University Health System and the

Department of Probation.

Sheriff Stan Sniff signaled deepening concern

about the roughly $30 million deficit he’s trying to

pare down, mostly through attrition — or not

replacing personnel when they retire, resign or are

dismissed.

“Attrition impacts all areas of the department,”

according to the mid-year report. “The sheriff

reported that this is the second consecutive fiscal

year the department is required to balance its

budget shortfalls through attrition.

“Although the department (has) realized some

MOST POPULAR

1 Coachella 2017: These photos show you what it
actually looks like to be at the festival

2 Santa Clarita woman suspected of stealing
$500,000 in gold bars, cash from Lake Elsinore
home; owner attempts suicide

3 Disneyland fans hunt, search and scheme to get
their hands on this souvenir

4 Good Samaritans stop attempted rape at Ontario
apartment after woman screams for help

5 Coming together for Super Bowl Sunday:
Political Cartoons

6 Murrieta man pleads guilty to traveling overseas
to have sex with 15-year-old

7 Murrieta man who tossed bank robbery cash
onto freeway is sentenced to 7 years

8 It’s refurbishment season at Disneyland

9 Riverside County public safety agencies
grappling with deficits

10 Moreno Valley apartment fire displaces 4 people

11 2-year-old child found in Corona pool dies
despite life-saving efforts

12 Riverside County convict stabbed prison guard
in face, officials say

Hunting the
Wild Mushroom

SCNG

https://www.pe.com/2017/12/19/empty-lockup-sheriff-says-he-cant-staff-330-million-indio-jail-when-construction-ends/
http://www.pe.com/2017/04/14/coachella-2017-these-photos-show-you-what-it-actually-looks-like-to-be-at-the-festival/
http://www.pe.com/2017/04/14/coachella-2017-these-photos-show-you-what-it-actually-looks-like-to-be-at-the-festival/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/woman-suspected-of-stealing-gold-bars-cash-in-lake-elsinore-after-owner-attempts-suicide/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/woman-suspected-of-stealing-gold-bars-cash-in-lake-elsinore-after-owner-attempts-suicide/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/woman-suspected-of-stealing-gold-bars-cash-in-lake-elsinore-after-owner-attempts-suicide/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/disneyland-fans-hunt-search-and-scheme-to-get-their-hands-on-this-souvenir/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/disneyland-fans-hunt-search-and-scheme-to-get-their-hands-on-this-souvenir/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/good-samaritans-stop-attempted-rape-at-ontario-apartment-after-woman-screams-for-help/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/good-samaritans-stop-attempted-rape-at-ontario-apartment-after-woman-screams-for-help/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/04/coming-together-for-super-bowl-sunday-political-cartoons/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/04/coming-together-for-super-bowl-sunday-political-cartoons/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/murrieta-man-pleads-guilty-to-traveling-overseas-to-have-sex-with-15-year-old/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/murrieta-man-pleads-guilty-to-traveling-overseas-to-have-sex-with-15-year-old/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/murrieta-man-who-tossed-bank-robbery-cash-onto-freeway-is-sentenced-to-7-years/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/murrieta-man-who-tossed-bank-robbery-cash-onto-freeway-is-sentenced-to-7-years/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/06/its-refurbishment-season-at-disneyland/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/riverside-county-public-safety-agencies-grappling-with-deficits/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/riverside-county-public-safety-agencies-grappling-with-deficits/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/moreno-valley-apartment-fire-displaces-4-people/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/toddler-found-in-corona-pool-dies-despite-life-saving-efforts/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/toddler-found-in-corona-pool-dies-despite-life-saving-efforts/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/riverside-county-convict-stabbed-prison-guard-in-face-officials-say/
http://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/riverside-county-convict-stabbed-prison-guard-in-face-officials-say/
https://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=92229&widgetId=1&videoId=33494172&playlistId=19995
https://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=92229&widgetId=1&videoId=33494172&playlistId=19995
https://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=92229&widgetId=1&videoId=33494172&playlistId=19995
https://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=92229&widgetId=1&videoId=33494172&playlistId=19995
https://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=92229&widgetId=1&videoId=33494172&playlistId=19995
https://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=92229&widgetId=1&videoId=33494172&playlistId=19995
https://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=92229&widgetId=1&videoId=33494172&playlistId=19995
https://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=92229&widgetId=1&videoId=33494172&playlistId=19995


Riverside County public safety agencies grappling with deficits – Press Enterprise

https://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/riverside-county-public-safety-agencies-grappling-with-deficits/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter[2/6/2018 7:31:00 AM]

savings, they continue to see higher overtime costs

due to attrition of staff,” the narrative continued.

“The sheriff (is) also incurring a significant amount

of unplanned, and therefore unbudgeted,

retirement payouts.”

Sniff has repeatedly complained that slashing

patrol operations in unincorporated communities

is his principal means of reducing costs. That’s

resulted in a dramatic drop in available personnel

to respond to calls in a timely way.

“The sheriff stated … further degradation in

staffing levels needs to stop and not plummet any

lower, and planning is needed now to find

appropriate funding to repair damage to the public

safety net that has already taken place,” according

to the report.

More videos:
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https://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=92229&widgetId=1&videoId=33497832&playlistId=19995
https://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=92229&widgetId=1&videoId=33493485&playlistId=19995
https://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=92229&widgetId=1&videoId=33494172&playlistId=19995
https://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=92229&widgetId=1&videoId=33497832&playlistId=19995


Riverside County public safety agencies grappling with deficits – Press Enterprise

https://www.pe.com/2018/02/05/riverside-county-public-safety-agencies-grappling-with-deficits/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter[2/6/2018 7:31:00 AM]

District Attorney Mike Hestrin is working to

contain a $4.7 million deficit. According to the

county’s top prosecutor, changes in state law,

including Propositions 63 and 64, are chewing up

staff time and extending workloads, without

commensurate funding from the state. Prop 63

was a gun control measure that imposed

restrictions on ammunition purchases and some

firearms components. Prop 64 legalized

recreational adult use of marijuana.

Public Defender Steve Harmon has a $1.5 million

shortfall and said he is holding off on adding

“mission-important positions” until it’s known

whether more money may be available. The agency

is entirely dependent on general fund

appropriations.

The Riverside University Health System, the

centerpiece of which is the county hospital in

Moreno Valley, is staring into a $15 million hole in

the current fiscal year. According to officials, the

hospital is not receiving adequate federal and state

reimbursements for indigent care, and detention

healthcare costs — the treatment of inmates — are

an increasing burden.

The county is under a federal consent decree to

expand physical and psychological health services

at a cost of about $44 million a year.

The Executive Office raised the prospect of a

budgetary shortfall in the Department of

Probation, which has managed to solve financial

problems through attrition in recent years.

However, the agency may not be able to exercise

https://www.pe.com/2017/12/30/how-riverside-countys-budget-crunch-affects-the-probation-department/
https://www.pe.com/2017/12/30/how-riverside-countys-budget-crunch-affects-the-probation-department/
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that option further without risking functionality,

officials said.

One of the bright spots in the budget report

included a cash carryover from the 2016-17 fiscal

year that will reduce the claim on reserves, which

should end 2017-18 above $180 million. The

board’s mandated floor for the reserve pool is $150

million.

Projections showed property tax revenue

increasing 5.5 percent, as expected, with sales and

use tax rising 3.5 percent.

Officials said a “targeted” hiring freeze remains in

effect for most departments, requiring agency

heads to seek Executive Office approval before

trying to add staff.

Work is also underway to automate the

Department of Purchasing’s tracking methods to

lower costs, while the Department of Human

Resources is involved in a reorganization to save

money, too, according to the Executive Office.

City News Service
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fgahjx ỳbcdea��	��� ��
z
����{
���
���
��� �
!��������"
��|}~�
���~���
~�
�������
���
!�����



�������� ��	�
��
���
���

��
����
�
���

�����
��������
���������
��
��

����������
����
��� �
����

�

�!��������
�����������������������"��"��"��������"�������#"�
�����
�� ��$

%&'&
()* %)+'% %'
,-./0
12
'(3
4)567
89:
;8<=
>
?@88
AB C 
D 
E 
F

G
HIJKLKMM
KNOPJQJKNR
PLINS
RHK
TPNRP
GNP
UVWKX
VN
GNPHKVJ
LPMR
JINRHY
ZXPNSK
[I\NR]
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Judge to hear arguments
in clearing of OC homeless
encampments

The fate of homeless encampments along the Santa Ana River in Orange County may come down to whether a federal
judge decides there are alternative places in the county for homeless people to sleep. JILL REPLOGLE

Jill Replogle |  February 5, 2018

The fate of Orange County’s largest homeless encampment is
still murky two weeks into the county’s effort to clear it out. A
federal judge over the weekend declined to immediately grant a
temporary restraining order that sought to delay the eviction but
called for a hearing to discuss the matter next week. 

Lawyers representing homeless individuals argue that their clients would have

nowhere to go if removed from the riverbed. They contend residents of the

encampment would be subject to violating surrounding cities’ anti-camping and

anti-loitering laws if they move elsewhere. They say the county’s emergency

shelter options are inadequate and inappropriate for many of the homeless

people camped out by the river. 

Carol Sobel, one of the lawyers representing homeless people, said, for

example, that one of the plaintiffs has a night job and doesn’t return to central

OC until around 2 a.m. Most shelters don’t allow people to check in so late.  

Orange County officials began last month to clear the estimated 500 to 1,000

people camped along the Santa Ana River bike trail in the central part of the

county. The county argues that it can no longer delay maintenance in the area,

which is a flood control channel, and says the encampments are a health hazard

for the homeless and all Orange County residents. 

It hasn’t yet forced anyone to leave, though sheriff’s deputies have arrested

more than 40 people for crimes including outstanding warrants. 

In the county’s rebuttal to the request for a temporary restraining order, it noted

that workers had collected more than 2,200 hypodermic needles and about 400

pounds of human waste from the riverbed since January 22, when the clearing

work began.

The county’s lawyers also argued that there are shelter options for anyone in the

riverbed who wants them, but most people have refused services. The county’s

homeless czar, Susan Price, wrote a declaration supporting the county’s

position. 

“My experience in working with homeless people leads me to believe the the

individuals residing in the riverbed are seeking to live ‘off the grid’ and are

seeking to avert the perceived structure and rules that are common in accessing

the resources available,” Price wrote. 

She said letting the encampments remain could “foster long term homelessness,

while providing alternatives and promoting accountability in public spaces may

encourage encampment dwellers to exercise options to engage for assistance.”

Whether the judge halts the clearing of homeless encampments may come

down to whether he agrees that there are, indeed, alternatives. A hearing in the

case is set for Feb. 13.  

The best SoCal
news in your
inbox, daily.
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‘In California we love and
respect our agricultural
sector. We hope we can

Crops May Contribute More to California’s Smog
Than Previously Thought

New research from UC Davis fnds a sneaky contributor to the state’s
smog problem rising from the foor of the Central Valley: California’s
crops are emitting polluting nitrogen oxides, up to 10 times as much
of those gases as previously thought.

State regulators blame nitrogen oxides, also
commonly known as NOx, for health problems
and even deaths. Over decades, the California
Air Resources Board and scientists have
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help find solutions for
environmental health and
agricultural production,
too.’
— Maya Almaraz, UC Davis

A California Regulator's Curious Crusade to Remake the Clean Air
Act

worked to inventory NOx gases. Most often,
those pollutants are connected to burning fossil
fuels, tailpipes and smokestacks.

Agriculture is another source of nitrogen
oxides. Fertilizers add nitrogen to soil; what
plants don’t use gets digested by microbes, and soil and air
conditions can intensify that process. A study published in “Science
Advances” fnds that those emissions may make up 25 to 41 percent
of the state’s total.

“We have been able to make big strides in
improving air quality in cities,” says National
Science Foundation postdoctoral fellow Maya
Almaraz, the study’s lead author. “But we’re just
not seeing those changes happen as quickly in
rural areas, which we think might be because we
have this sort of undetected source in those
areas.”

In the past, the state Air Resources Board has used satellites and
local feld studies to characterize the pollutant. Almaraz and her
team relied on new and different methods, including soil
calculations and data collected by low-fying planes to create their
calculations.

The new results differ sharply from the current state air pollution
inventory, last updated in 2013, which has put farm-based NOx
pollution at 3.8 percent.
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A farmer plows a field on Aug. 11, 2004, near the town of Arvin, southeast of Bakersfield, California.
(David McNew/Getty Images)

“These numbers seem to be quite a bit different from our prior
understanding,” says Bart Croes, head of research for the California
Air Resources Board. “So we’re going to take a close look at their
methods and see if we need to adjust our understanding.”

But Croes says he has questions about the new study’s methodology.
“When we look at satellite data, it shows that the remaining hot
spots of pollution in California are, as you’d expect, our major
cities,” he says. “So that seems to align with the prior understanding
that we have, that cars and trucks and other urban sources are
responsible for the pollution we need to control.”

Almaraz and Croes both acknowledge uncertainties in measuring
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Is Air Quality in the Bay Area Getting Worse?

the pollutant in farm felds. The microbial process that produces
nitrogen oxides is a pulsing, complex one, dependent on multiple
factors including fertilizer application, temperature, air and soil
moisture.

Almaraz and her co-authors point out that their results are on
par with agricultural emissions described in other studies for Europe
and the Midwest.

“Looking back we realize, oh, of course, perhaps it isn’t as surprising
as we frst thought that we’re getting these large soil emissions of
NOx,” Almaraz says. “We’re seeing this elsewhere in the world, and
it was just a matter of time before we looked at it in California.”

The study’s results may have longer-term implications for California
farmers. Regulations aimed at cutting smog have for decades been
largely focused on mobile sources, like cars and trucks, and major
stationary sources, like refneries. California already incentivizes
less-polluting farming practices and promotes strategies to cut
emissions from crops, such as through slow-release, effcient
fertilizing practices.

Those strategies may not be enough going forward. Almaraz points
out that a growing population is likely to demand more produce —
which means farm-related emissions may grow in signifcance.

“In California we love and respect our agricultural sector,” she says.
“We hope we can help fnd solutions for environmental health and
agricultural production, too.”
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