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FOREWORD

This study, prepared by Lt. Col,s Albert ¥, Simpscn,
ALF Historical Office, tells the story of the planning
which preceded the invasion of Italy in September 1943,
and recounts Allied air operabions and organizational
developments during the first four months of the Italian
campaign. The study follows Alr Phase of the North
Lfrican Invasion, lovember 1942; The Twelfth Alr Force
in the Horth African Linter Campaipn; The Conouest of
Pantelleria (in process)s and Participation of the Dinth
and Twelfth Lir Forces in the Sicilian Camgaz,gn, thus
carry:mg to 1 J Janvary 194k the story of air operations
in the MNediterranean, Like other studies prepared by
the Historical Office, this study is subject to revision
a5 additional information becomes available,
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AATEH-15 - ~y
Chapter I

STRATHGIC PLANHING FOR THU INVASICH OF ITALY
OVEIBER 1942-AUGUST 1943

Zerly Elons for Posi~funlslzn Queratlons
. On the surface 1t would seem loglcal to assume that from the day
the Allles completed their suecessful invasion of North Afriea (11 FNovember
1942) an assault on the mainland of Italy was a foregone conciusion,
Adctually such was not the case, for there were other areas than Italy
along the shores of the Mediterranean which long offered attractive
posalbilities as sites for Allied cverations, and there were always
strong dlffesrences of opinion between the Americans and the British as
0 the nature ané extent of post-Tunigian operations. Tot until after
the end of the Funlsien campaign in May 1943 was 1t definttely declded that
an assault on the Itelian moinland was oreferred to operations cgninst
Sardiniz, or the BEallkems, or southern France, or in tne Aegean; and even
then a segment of Allied thought held %o the thesis that any future attack
on Italy should be limlited to an alr offensive in order that the full
weight of Allled manpower and rescurces might be thrown against the Axis
in a cross-Channe) invasion of northern Tirope. An opsration againgt the
. nainland of Italy wns not even ineluded in the long~range plamning of the
Allied leaders in the days when they were sotiing up the invaslon of
Torth Africa (Operation TORCH) and the Sicilian campeilgn (Operation HUSZY),
Although the declslon to lnvade Italy did not materislize until the

sunmer of 1943, there wers nevertheless early plans for mitting Italy
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from the alr for the purposs of reducing the Axls war potentisml cnd in
the hope that heavy and sustained bembing mlght result in the collapse of
Germany's junior pariner; and Allied bombers based in Forth Africa began
pounding Italy nine monthg before 4llled ground troopy setd foot on the
wenlnsula, >

On 11 Iovermber 1943-~the date on which French loroceo and Algeria
capltulated to the Allies and therefore the first date on which it was
wosslble %o project definlte plans which lnoked dayond the listoral of
Forthwest Africa--ithe Aspistont Chlef of Alr Staff, Plans at Headquarters,
Army Air Forces requested the Asslgtant Chief of Alr Staff, Intellizence
for information which was needed in the preparation of a strategic plan
for an alr offensive azainst Italy, to be conducted from Horth African
tages, Speelfically, data was decired on the strength, composition, and
disposition of Axis air forces and amtiaircraft artillery ia Italy,
Corslesn, Sardinia, and Siclly, and on the targets which were vwital to a
continuntion of Italy's war effort. Turther, Intelllzence was askad io
subnit an apnraisal of the probable effeet on the over-nll Axis war effort

1 On 19

of a major alr offensive agalnst Italy and her possesslons.
Yovember, Intelligence provided Plans with the desired data.®

At the sone time the Brltish Prime Uinister was oresenting to .
Fresldent Roosevelt his conception of future strategy in the Hediterranean.

In a ca.b]ze dated 18 Hovember 1943 Mr. Churchill declared that after lorth

Africa had been conquered “the paramount tasit! before the Allies wounld

* RAF bombers had been hitting a few targets inm porthern Italy at irreguiar
intorvals sinze Augmst 1940, How%v__:l_exg:, thege attacks were too small and

too fev to0 be considered az a reayoffansive against Italy,
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be that of ¥using the bages on the African shore $o eirilke at the mnder-

#5

belly of the Axls in effective strength and in the shortest time." the
statenent mleht be counsidered as lmplying an invagion and a subsequont
operstion by land on the Italian mainlend; bub at the moment lr., Churchill
appeared $0 be concerned only with an alr offensive, ior he followed the
statement by a discussion of alr strategy againet Italy. The largest
ingtallations for Amerlcan bombers, sald the Prime !finister, ought to be
sot up on the tip of Tunisla so that long-ranzs bombers which would dbe
sent to Forth Africa by the United States, togother with Americon bombers
alrveady based in the Hiddle East, could omerate most effectively against
Italiazn targets; at the same time the bombing weight of the British night
attack should be brought to bear whemever the wenther was more favoradles
over Itallan targets than over German, WALl the induatrial centers should
be attacked in an intense fashion, every effort being made o render then
unlnhabltable and to terrorize and paralize [sig/ the population.! After
Tunisla was in Allied honde, the Prime ¥inister condinued, we should
selze olther Bardinia or Slcily, IFrom elthsr of the two 1slands atsacks
on Neples, Fome, and the Iltalian fleebt "would ralse the war against Italy
to an intenso degree. a3

At the time !r, Churchill sent his appralsal of fubure operations
in the Medlterranean to X, Roosevel’ hs had in his possession a cable
fron the Presldent which expressed the hope %“that you with your Chiefs
of Staff in London and I with the Combined Staff here" might survey
loogaibilltlos! which included a "forward movement directed against

Sardinis, Sicily, Italy, Greece and other Balkan areas and , . ., the
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possibilliy of obtaining Turlirleh suppori for an attack throuzh the 3lack
Sea againet Germany's flank, ¥ It i evident from these two mesgages that
the Allied leaders, as enrly as Noveuber 1942, were envisloning future
operations agalnst the mainiand of Italy; bubt i1t 1s alsv evident that
they had evolvod no speeclfic plen for such operations.

The Prime Minigiter's communication to the President was promtly
referred by the U. S. Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) to the Combined Sub-
Jommittee of the Combined Staff Plamners (CPS) with instrustions to pre-
pare & replr.s This committee submitted its report on 27 Novem'blt?ﬁh.% The
paper conslsted of a majority report and a minority report. The former
announced the following concluslons relative to future stratezy in the
lledltorranean: after Tunmisia had been taken elther Sielly or Sardinis
should be sgelzed--either operatlon belng proferred toactivity in the
Zalzans or against Spain--and of the two Llslands Slcily was considered
thae more waluable prize.7 After the conguest of Sicily the Allles conid
toxtend the offenslve by naval and alr action, and limited land operabions,
to the mainland of Idaly," or raid southern Fransce, or capbure Crets and
the Dodecansse.

The minorlty report, presented by the USAAF member, Col. R. P.
Wlliams, agreod with the majority report that current offensive action
should be continumed until the Axis wns expelled from North Afriea and
lines of commanicatlon in the lediterransan secured. ZExploitatlon, how-
sver, should consist essentially of an air offecwive. The North African
theater shoul. be organized and developed Into = theater for air operations,

auxlliary to and integral with the UZ, The two theaters should be
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consldered as one insofar as alr operations were concerned and should be
under & single commender who could expleis the flexipility of the sir
arm in & well-considered strateglc air plan, The erux of the minority
contention was that the best way bo ald the U.S.%.R. and the soundest
way to prepare for a c¢ross-Channel invasion was by smashing the capaeity
of Germany to wago war—-znd thls cowld be done only by an alr offensive,
Zoth the majority and the minority reports were coasidered by the
Combined Staff Planners at their meeting on 30 lovember, but the American
and British members were unable to agree concernlang futurs strategy in
the Mediterranean and postponed mection on tha paper.8 Heabting agaln on
3 Deceiber they still were unzble to come to a decislon and decided to
continue discusslon of the paper the following day.g
yinen the OPS met on the 4th 1t had before it four informal memo-
randums preparsd respectively by the British members, the U. S. Army
nembers, the USLAF mewbers, and the U, S, Favy air member,i0 The Navy
paper ig of no moment for the present discussion. The other three papers
present such important but divergent views that they serve to show clearly
why a decislon on post-TORCE actlon had to walt for a Roosevelit-Churchill
conference. Briefly, ths three views were:

1, Britigh members: The main weight of Allled effort in the
Mediterranean should "be against Italy," and as an inl$ial step Yan
operatlon’ ageinst either Sardinia or Sieily should be undertaken at
the enrliest poaaible date.

2. U, B, Army memberas: If an invaslon of southera Italy should

be decided upon, them Siclly should be taken after Tunia; otherwige, "the
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tire factor and the availe :!.]:ity of troops! would determine vhether Siclily
or Sardinia ghould be invaded; but no further move ought to be made until
lines of cormunication through Gibraltar had been made aecure.

3, USAAF member: UThe best way to win the war? was by "an all-out
alr offensive! from the UK against Germany's capacity to wage war, followed
"by & land invasion against the continent across the Inglish Channel, f
In the liediterranean, onerations should consist of alr attacks against
Itallan objectives and Axis shippilng, with North Africa being developed
as 'an alr operating area integral with the United Zingdom.

In thelr meeting on the 4th the CPS atlll were unanle %o come to an
agreenent and referred the matter baek o the Combined Sub-committee.n
On 8 December the subcommlitee announced that 1t was unsble to reach a
decision and stated that 1t held the upanimous opinion that before a
policy for future action in the Medlterranean could be recommended the
global strategic concopt of the United Nations would have to be reviewed
and made available to the su?ncamittae.la The OPS, after duly considering
the report, informed the Conmbined Chiefs of Staff (CCS) that, owing
primarily to ¥"lack of an accepted global strategy for the corduct of the
war," they were unable to reach an agreement on operations subscquent
o TORGH.ls In their 54th meeting, 31 December 1942, the COS took note

of this paner, 14

And there the matter of future stratezy in the
editerranean siood when the Prealdent and the Prime Minlster met at

Casablanca in mid-Jamiary 1943,
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The Casablanca Oonference, insofar as fubure operations in the
Hedlterranean were concerned, decided that Siclly was o be Invaded
{Operation HUSKY) during the period of the favorable July moon and that
the bomolng offensive-~as soon as North Africa had been cleared of Axls
troope--~would be directed primarily toward inflicting the greatect possiocle
losses on Axls air and naval forces in preparation for HUSIY, toward
direct support of that operation, end toward the destruction of the oil

refineries at FPloeghi, Ruma.nia.ls

Yothing was sald about an invaslon of
the mainlend of Italy, and for thls oanlsaion there appear %o have been
four fundamental reasons: first, 1t was hoped that the conquest of Sielly
plus heavy bombing of the Italian mainland would result in the collapse
of Italy; second, 1t scermed best to plan one step at a time in the
iediterranean so that the Allies might take advantage of future changes
and developments, politlecal as well as military, few of which could be
forsseen or forecast at long range; third, any operation against Italy
beyond the seimure of Sieily would have to be planned with reference to
a projected invaslon across the English Channel; fourth, the U, S. Chiefs
of Staff and the Britlgh Chiefs differed sharply as to the lmportance of
future operations in the Medlterranean, the British consistently being
more interested in taat reglon tnam were the Ameriecans.

In spite of the fact that no specific plans for operatlons in the
Hediterranean beyond HUSLY were laid down at Casablancs, thera was con-

slderable digcusslon of whal sbteps should be taken in orxder to hurt Italy

and if possible to knoclk her out of the war. The view of the Britien
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Chlefs of Staff wag that the en should expand the bomber offensive

agalnst the Axta to the paximum, that overations in the Mediterrancan
offered the best chance of compelling Germany to dlsperse her rescurces,
end that f#with thle end in view we should take as our primary objective
the knocking out of Ifaly." Sir Alan Sroocke, British Chief of Staff,
argued strongly that an effori should be mafe to force the collapse of
I{aly by bonblag attacks frem UK, lorth Afrlce, and Sicily, but he dld
not believe that the Allles could undertake any other offensive opsra—
tlons against Italy 1n 1943 unless she sghould collapse coupletely as a
“result of HUSKY.16 mne Americong, on the other hand, made it clear that
they were more lnterested in the securlty of chizoing in the Hediterrancan
gnd In the effect of Allied operations on Germeny's strength on the Fastern
Front than in eliminating Italy from the war; and General larshall stated
that the U, 8. Chlefs of Staff were concerned ss to whether future opers-
tiong in the Hediterrapesn would bring advantages commensurate with the
risks involved. 17

The British, provably as a result of the American position and being
anxious to eontinue operations in the Yediterranean, suggested that if
EUSEY wero deloyed the Allies should invade Sardinis (Operation BRINSTCGEE).
Yhey believed, sald Air larshal Portal, that the taking of that island
rlgpt result 1ln the collanse of Italy, an event which would have 'the
most favorable effect on the Eussian Front.! Gereral ¥arshall not only
did not agree with the Eritish that 1% was important to kmoclk Italy out
of the war but was definltely opposed to DRIMY goNs, 18 1n telting this

position Iarshall was erxpreseling the agreed opinlon of the U, 8. Chiefs
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of Staff,who had dlsceussed at flve meetings amaﬁg“bhemselves and two with
the President the matter of an invasion of Sardinla and hed decided $hat
they were strongly opposed to the idea, inasmuch as the only adventage to
be gained from fakiog the islend would come from its valuve as & base for
poriber operations againet Italy and sonthern Iafram-,e.l9
During the course of these dlecuseions the Britleh begsn fo¢ shift
thelr interest from an operation ageinnt Sardinin to the already planned
invasion of Sleily; they found, however, that the lmerlcans not only were
opposed to BRIMBTONE but also were disinclined toward HUSKY wless i%
could be leunched not later then the first part of July. The Americans
vere interested in taking Sieily dbut only because it would give a greater
degree of protection to shipping in the Medlierrapnean, might eliminate
Itzly from the war, and would afford a good base for borbing the Italian

mainland..go

At the third meeting at Casablance betwsen the Preeldent and the
Prime Minieter, on 23 Janvery, the possibility of direct action against
the mainlend was discussed. Iir. Roosevelt believed that EUSEY might
further breax the morale of the Italian people to the point where they
would revolt; therefore, the Allles must be ready %o act, perhaps in
dardinla or even in Italy itgelf, General Marshall announced that after
the olose of the Ilunislan cammalgn a groving alr bombardment of Italy
would be launched. Yhe Prime llinister suggested that it would be and-
visable to malntain a threat of bombardment agninst Fome zs an additional
reans of eracking Itallan morale, but felt that the bombardment should not

be carried out without Ffurther consulitabion between himeelf and Mr,
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Roosevelt, with whileh ovirion the Fresident sgreed.

then the Oasablanca Conference had comuleted lts dlscusslons and
made ity deeislonsg, it gtill had not deelded to undertake snything more
thon air operatlions agalnst Italy. Pub it believed that the fubture opera-
tions which it had plenned for the Hediterrenean (i.e., HUSKY) might

"result in the collapse of Italy, nel

Zheater Plannlng, Larch-tay 1243

Following the Gasablanca Conferenece no further gteps toward direct
action againat the mainland of Italy were taken by the Allied tap-level
planners until the YRIDENT Conference in May 1943; and not until April
did Allied Force Headguarters (AFHG) in Alglers pay much attention to pre-
yparing nev plans. Bub the Allied slr forces kept Itnmly constantly aware
of the faet that it had nplcked the wrorg side in Yorld Wer II.

As early as December the air forces baeed in the Mlddle Fast had
launched a small-sgcale alr offencive ageinst southern Italy as part of an
over-all vlan to curiall the flow of supplies to Rommel's bard-pressed
army in eaptern Libya., This humble beginning of an alr war egainst the
Italian mainland contioned as a mnor operation untll April 1543.vhen it
was augmented by attacke by vlanes of thoe Northwest Africsa Alx Forces
operatlng from bases 1n Tunisie and Algeria; thereafter, the attacks grew
in size and fury wnill they paved the way for the successful Allied
invagion of 1tely in Senterber 1943,

The first attack agzainst the Italian mainland by U, 8. aircraft

gstationed in the ledlterranesn came on 4 Decertber 19432 when 20 B-Zd's
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of the 98th and 376th Pomb Groups, Minth Alr Force (liddle Zast) hit
Hanles harbor, One vattleship recelved a direct hit and several near
migses and there vere near misses on a2 crulser and two small vessels.gg
ITurinz the remninder of Deceriber attacks by Liberators of the Ninth were
fairly frequent but in Janusry bed weather limited misplons against the
mainlend to two, the more lmporitent one belng & small affair of 1l Jenuary
vwhen elght alrcraft dropped 10 tons of bombe on harbor installations at
Taples.®® In February the Hinbh carrled out 48 sorbles against that oity,
dropplng a total of 116 tons of bombs on port installations and shipoing,
In Mareh, lts B~24's flew 98 effective sortles amainst Naples, and
Idberators of 178 Squadron (RAF)“ carrled out 11, Considerable damage

%o harbor installatlons resulted from these atbtacks.

In the three months from Jamuary through March, Hosquitoes, Beau-
fighters, and Spitflres of the PAF, operating from Malta, bomhed and
strafed trains in the Naples-Teranto-fegglo triangle, destroying or
severely demnging 118 locomotives. During the same period these planes,
using camion fire and 2B0-pound bombs, attacked railroads, sidings,
atations, and brideges in southeastern Italy and gtation butldings, goods
yaris, and warchousss In pouthern Italy. Resulits went beyond mere de -
struction: traffic was dislocabed, antiaireraft defenses were forced to
spread oub, and the Axis bégan to be pinched for sufficient locomotives.%

Durlng the firgt three months of 1943, planes of the Twelfth Alr

Force had concenirated tholr efforts on Tunislan targets, and on the few

* In order to distinguish between USALF and RAT souadrons, a policy of
omitting the UWth," %g4," and "34" after the squadron number of BAF wnits
i1s followed.
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occasione when they had gone beéyond Forth Africa they had dropped thelr
poribs on ports and airdromes in Sielly and Sardinia, But by April the
ground situntion in Tunlgla was go improved that the Twelfth's heavy
vombers were able o raise thelr sights to the Itallan mainland, 20

The first attack was on 4 April ageinst Capodichino airdrome (A/D),
located on the oubskirts of Faples, with 27 B-17's hitting bulldings and
the landing and dispersal areas.® Naples itself was visited during
April by 83 amorties of HNinth Air Force B-324ig, 16 gortiaes of Idberators
from 178 Squadron, and 64 goritles of 3-17's from the Twelfth.g’? Shipping,
harbor installations, and mershalling yards (M/¥'s) were hit. Other
major attacks during the month were agelnst Grosseto A/D (the center of
an important system ol alrfields between Rome and Pisa), attacked by 43
B~17's, and Bari A/D, hit by 62 B-24's. In addition, two attacks delivered
by the Fwelfth Air Force senk the Italian heavy cruiser Triegte and
severely damaged the heavy cruliser Gorizig in Ia laddalens harbor,
Sardinis, thereby depriving the Italian Navy of two of its three heoavy
crulsers, IHrpor atbacks during April were delivered by heavy bombers
from the Kiddle East on Beri, San Glovamnl, Crotone, Cusenza, and Plzzo,

211 in southern I'I'.a:ly.::}'8

Algo during March and April--as in January and February--lalta-sased
fosguitoes, Beawtighters, and Spitfires bombed and strafed locomotives,
rallway stations, warehouses, and other instaliations on fhe msinland bhe~
low a line, Naples-Bari.zg

All of the attacks delivered agalnst the mainiand of Italy by the

alr forces during the period frowm December 1942 through Aoril 1943 were
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aireetly in euuport of the Tumiscien campaign, Hevertneless, they were
the opening guns of an invaeion of Italy, and the demage which they in-
fliclted won communications, installetions, snd morale would contrinute
heavily to the success of that invasion.

Heanwnlile, during March and April, with the Tunlsian campalgn going
well and plans For the invasion of Sicily rapidly teking shape, it was
epotural that men in the Hediterranean theater should look veyond Sicily
and begln to conelder ways and means of foreing Italy %o eapitulate or of
Taklng full and quick advantage of a possivle post-LUSKY collspse of
that notion. It snould be noted tnat sueu plans as were formuwlated
emonated from Allied Force Headovarters in Algiers and not from Wasuington
and London where future operations in tne lediterranean were being con-
sidered but not formulated. It should also be noted tha’s vlemning at AFHQ
had to tcke into concideration--in fact, had to be based upon--two very
different posgibilities: first, thait Ioly would collapse at the end of
the Tunlsian compaign or during or immediastely after HUSEY: seecond, that
Italy would not collapge but would continue to oppose the Allles. Through-
out the swring and suumer of 1943 every plan for future action against Italy
had to take into conslderntion those two dlametrically opnosite possi-
vilitles~~vhich in large neasurs explalns why approxizately a dogzen
different gehemes for invading the peninonla were drafied and considered,
There ore times when it is extremely difficult %o evaluate national morale;
that was particulnarly true in the case of Italy in tho spring and sumaer
of 1943, Yo, the stabto of morale in Italy would largely determine the

type and degree of opposition which the 4llies mijat expect to encounser
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in the event that they invaded the sainland and, therefore, would dster-
mine $the type of operatlon which would de launched, the size ani locale
of the invasion, and the foross neceasary o exnlolt inltial successes.

Zarly in March the G-8 seetion of AFHY prepared a Memorandun oub—
lining the course of actlon for the Allled forces in the leditorrancan in
the event of an Itallan collanse after the conclusion of the Tunisian
campalgn or after HUKY hed beon launched. The planners belleved that
Gernany would not then atierpt to defend Ttaly but would use all availeble
forces in defense of the Balizans, and on thls thesls the 6-3 sectlon 1lald
out general plang for uslng Italy, Corsien, Sardinia, end Sieily as bases
for the launchins of an invasion ageinst southcern France or for offen-
slve action into the Balltons. In a follow-uy memorandum a nere deballed
Plan of action was proposed: firsi, to establish ailr bages in sieily;
second, as quickly as posslhle to ge} up alr bases in the Hesl of Ifaly,
using one divieslon of infantry and one of alrborne troops to seize and
hold the area in the first stage of Allied occupstion: third, to assault
the Kotor-Dubrownik secltor om the Lalmatian coast.so

Iikewise in llarch AFEQ made plans for a course of nction in the event
that Italy did not collapse after the end of the Tunlsian campalgn., The
first matber 5o be considered was whot actlon to take if HUSKY for any
reagon should becane immracticable., AFHQ felt that there were four al-
ternctlve courses which were possible, One was to establish a bridgehead
on the eastern shores of the Adriatic; a second was to seize Orate and

the Todecanase. Helther opseration was consldered as worth while, A
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third possibility was an assault on the Toe and Heel of Italy, but such
an operation was held unlikely to succeed because of Axls alr opposition
and because the asssault would be open to atiack from three sldes--from
Italy, Sieily, znd the Dalkzang, The fourth course of actlon wouldd be to
occuny Sardinia and Jorglcn, and it was concluded that this was the best
alternstive to HUSIY, Five divisions would be required for the Job;
these, and adaguate alr forces, were already available as a part of the
HUSLY force.sl

Toward the end of April AFEQ szain nromulgated a plan of actlon, tais
time on the assumption thet HEUSKY would be carried through, 4ifter HUSKY,
said the memorondws, if it were decided to mainialn the offensive against
Italy the first step should be the cunture of Sardinis and Corsica. The
next sie would Be {o use the two lslands and 3icily as bases from wolch
to launch a heavy bombing offensive smgalngt Italy. Thlg migat foree
Italy out of the war. If it 414 not, = Finasl sben would have 4o be
wndertslsn: a diree’ assauld asgainst the mainland, The memorandum
suggested three possible areas of asganlb. The first called for a land-
ing at Genoa znd/or Leghorn followed by an advance into the Lombardy
Plain; the asconi for a landing in the Jome area; the third for an assault
in the Heel., Uhe first was odviously the mogt rigzy but, at the same tine,
offered the qulckest way of knocking Italy out of the war and of hurting
Geormany, The second was less risky tut a slower way to force the
caritulation of Italy. Whe third was by f£ar the safest courge of action,

but it was also the least calculated tn produce imvortant results. It
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eovpeared %0 the planners that the final decislion ms to the courss to be
taken would have to he determined by the stute of Itallan morale, the
extent of German capabllitles, and the forces availzble to the Alllies;
also that in default of satisfactory evidence of a distinet lowering of
Italian morale at the time of finnl decision, the three plans chould be
considered in the following priority: assault on the Heel, landing in
the Iome area, invasion via the Lombardy Plain. 82
Cn 7 May AFHY produced its final planning memoranium prior to the
IRIDENT Oonference. This memorandum, more ambitious than its predecaessors,
considered future strategy over the entire Mediterranean, Its first
plan of actlon was vredieated unon the assuipbion that Italy would not
collapse after HUSKY. Threo poseible eourses of action would then be
open, The first would be agalnst southern France. This, the plamnners
felt, would not be feasible besause of lagufficlent forces, unless it
were undertazen simultaneously with a oross-Channel invasion {Overation
E.OUHDEJP); moreover, 1t wonld first be necessary to seize Corsica and
Sardinia. The second course of actlion would be to atback the Balkans.
This was not favorably considersd becausse it could be underiaken only
after the Aegean and Greece had been cleared--also because it would be
both dangerous and slow without adequate air support, whieh would be
possible only froam air basoes on the Poe and Heel of Italy. The third
course would be to conduet a campalgn against the mainland of Italy, This
would have certain advantages: it would provids air bases from which
southern Germany, Czechoslovakia, the Rumanian oilfleldssand the Ianublan

supply routes could be bombed; it would force the Geruans t0 inereasse
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their commitments in the Balkans; 1t would dedy %o the Axls the use of
valuzble bases for submarines and surface forces; and it might influence
furizey to enter the war againgt Germany. On the other hand there would
be dlsadvantages: the Allies might run into a long, hard camvalgng
control of occupied territory would reguire a large garrison force;
there might not be enough troops available to hold a hemvy German counber-
offensive; and the Allles might easily pecone involved in heavy shipping
and economice comnltments Ho Ii:a.l.zi'.33

The planners found it not much simpler to sugzest a definite courae
of action to be followed pursuant to an Itallan collapse after BUSKY,
That Sardinla and Corsice should be occuvled immediately was an obvious
concluslon. An invasion of southern France was held to be unlikely, how-
ever, wtll after 1943. As to whether the Balkans should be invaded, and
as to whethsr the malnland of Italy should be scoupied and if go whal
portions of 1t would have to bs held--those knotty problems the planners
sidestepped by siating that they were matters which would have %o be

decided by the Combined Chiefs of Staff,S4

The ERIDIND gnd Algiers Gonfercnces, Mav 1843
On 12 May 1943 the Fresident and the Prime Minister opened the
TEIDIT Oonference at iashington, The Tunigian csunalsn was ended; plans
for the invasion of Sieily, deeided wmon at Casablanca, already wers
belng worked out in minute detall at AFHQ; the time had come for Ur,
Foogeveld and Lir. Churchlll and the Combined Chiefs of Staff to declde

upon post-Sieilian operations in the Mediterranean.
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It was lmmediately evident that ﬂ’the Prosident and the Prime Minipter
held different oninions as ¢ the course to be followed after EUSKY, At
tholr first meeting, 12 May, the Prine Minister said that the initlal
objective of the Allles lay in the Mediterranesn: to force Italy out of
the war by whatever means might be best. There were great advantages, he
felt, to be derived from the ellminatlon of Italy. In the first place,
Turkey night well let the Allies use bases from whlch Ploestl and the
Aegean could be bombed; secondiy, Germahy would either have to give wo
the Balltans or withdraw large forces from the Russlan front to defend
them; thlrdly, the menace of tha Itallan fleet would be removad; and, fin-

ally, German morale would be hard hit.ss

The President, however, feared that to commit large armles to an Italian

campalgn might result in heavy attrition of Allied foreeés and be a drain
on resources, especlally if Italy had to be occupled and supplied, To
this argument Mr, Churchill replled that 1t would not be necessary to
occupy all of Italy--it would be enough just to hold such ports and air
basas as would be needed for operntions against the Balkans and senthern
Turope, At this polnt the matter was turned over to the Combined Chiefs
of Staff for study and z-ecc:.unr:lerz.ﬁs.t:i.om;.g6
The U, 5. and the British Chiefs of Staff held views on posh-aUSLY
strategy which were quite as divergent as those of the President and
Prime Mlnister. In gensral, the Americans wanted to conduct‘limited
offensive operations, principally sir stiacks, so as not to prejud:ice in
any degree a cross-Channel operation from the UX, even going so far as to
say that they would forbid the emmloyment of Amorican ground and naval
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forces east of Siclly. The Britisk wvanted strong action against Italy,
ineluding ampnibious operations against the Italian malnland or :lslands.w
The differences between the views of the two Btaffszs are worthy of de-
talled examinstion.

The Americon view was that the malin operation must conslst of &
vigorous alr offenslive agalnst Germany, to be followed by & fullwscale
invasion from UE ln the spring of 1944. In the Medlterranean area HUSKY
was to De accomplished and thereafter only limited offensive operations
would be conducted. These wonld be designed to destroy the Italian war
potential by air atiacks, to support the Vv 5,R. by the diversion of
Axls troops and materisl, %o force the dlspersion of eneuy ground and
alr strengbh so as to aid the cross-Channel invasion, and to malantain the
securlty of the present Allled positions and communications in the
Hedlterranean. 38

The Britlsh held that the maln taslt for 1943 in the Zurcpeasn theater
was the elimination of Italy fron the war, the achlevesent of which would
conbrioube materially to the defeat of Geramny. The breakingz of the Axis
would have most serlous effects on the psycnologlesl and material strenzta
of Germany, The regulte would be: first, the withdrawal oi gome 35
Italian divisions from Greece, Yugoslavia, and southern France, which
would force Germany to let go of one or more of those countries (with
all that this implied in loss of raw materials and prestige and in the
extenslon of the range of Allied hoxbers) or to sucstitute German for
Italian troops at substantial cost to the Eusaian froni; second, the

elimination of the Italian Wavy would enavle the Allies to tranmsfer
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many navel units to EE @ c:t.ii’maﬁgdi:alﬁ occans; third, Sardinia and

Corsica would serve as & base for mounting an operation aspinst southern
France in the spring of 1944 as en ald to a cross-Channel inveelon;
finally, the collapse of Italy might bring Turkey in on the side of the
Allies.

It was posgible, the Eritiek continved, thet Italy might be eliminated
by air action alone but to count on such a develowment would be most
unwige. They congldered it essentianl, therefore, to "follow up o suscess-
ful HUSKY by emphibious onerations agalnst either the Italian iglends or
the mainland, backed ww, if poseible, by operations in other parts of the
ledlbervanean. ™ The Britich believed that only in that way would the
Allles reap the full benefit of victories in Africs and Italy and only
thus could they employ the nowerful and experienced American and Bribish
forees and the assault craft gathered in the liedlierransean.

Tho Eritich admltted thet such operations would delay the build-up
{Operation BOLZED) for s crose-Chapnel invesion in 1943 but ergued that
the delay would be outweighed by the fact that the elimination of Italy,
together with other successful lleditcrranean operations, would ease the
task confronting the Allied armies when they lended in Furope from the
UL, The British concluded thelr arguments by stabing that they did not
believe "that there ls any mo thod of glving effechtual help bo the Fussian
front throughout this yeor other than a contlnusnca of Mediterrancan
operations and the intensification of our Bomber offensive. 140

The posltion of the U. 5. Chiefs of Staff was holstered on 14 May
by the receipt of a vaper prepared by General Hisenhower and his comnander
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of Allied naval forces in the Mediterranean, the British Admirsl Sir
Andrew Browvne Cunningham. This document, entitled "Operations after
Husky," set forth two wossible courses of action., The First ealled for
an atteck agalnst the Italian mainland with the objeet of advancing on
Naples, The attack would be directed asainst one or more of three areas:
Fegglo-Gan Glovanni, on the Toe opposite Messina (Operation BUFTRESS);
Crotome, on the Ball and Ingtep (Operation GOBLET); and the Heel {Operation
HUSZET). The paper noted thnt such an attack on the nainiand would require
large torzes; that once the operation was begun the Allles would be
comnitted and micht well become involved in a major earpalen of unfor-
seeable duration znd requirements. The second poseible course of actlon
would be to oceupy Sardirla (Operation BRILSTOLE) and Corsica (Operation
FIRZIGRAND). Thie course, it was observed, could be carried out with
limlited forces; noreover, after the operation was completed the Allies
would still have liberty of metion for further strikes.?d

It appeared to General Zisenhower and Admiral Cupninghanm that the
deciding factor between these two courses of action would be the state
of ltalian morale after EUSKY. They concluded therefors that at the present
time 1t was better for the Allies not to commit themselves to operations
againgt the malulend because 1t was not yet possidle to assess the morale
of the Itslizng; they further concluded that 1t presently appeared the
next cperatlon after HUSKY ghould be BEINSTORD and FIHEBRAND,

Finally, the paper noted that iir Larshal Tedder, G-in-C of the
Allied sir forces in the lediterranesn, was in dlsagreement with the

Higenhover~-Cumningham conclusions on the ground that the value of Sardinia
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would be almost altogether & defensive one whereas Italy would be an
exceedingly valuaole prize becanze it wounld afford bages for long-renge
nombing.%‘

On the same day, 14 llay, the British CGhiefs of Staff presented a
strong memorandum to the OCS in which they insisted that the attack on
Italy must be continued relentlessly vntll her elinipnation from the war
vag Insured. If Italy collapeed, the memorandum declared, fermony must
divert large forces from the Pugsisn fromt to the Balkans, thus paving
the way for a crose~Channel invasion which, wlith bombings from the UK and
Italy, would cause Cermany to collapse, In the opinion of the Britich
Chlefs there waere iwo alternatives after HUSKY: (1) an assault on the
Toe and Heel; (2) the capture of Sardinla, Thelr conclusion was that
preparations should be made at once for the establichrent of a bridgehead
on the Yoe during or imnediately after EUSLY, with General Blsenhower
planning an alternabe operation sgainst Sardinla. The finsl decigion
as to whleh operation would be mounted was to be made by the OGS at the
conclusion of HUSEY, The memorandum concluded by stating that if Italy
should collapse after HUSEY the Allies should irmedistely ocoupy southern
Italy, esteblish forces in central Italy to prevent German infiltratlon,
and oceupy Corslica and S.c.:.:'c'l:!.n:h'—z..“";3

On the 17th the Britlsh Joint Staff Planners, after consulting with
the U. 8. JPS, urged thet Itely be eliminated by alr action supplemented
either by landinge on the Toe, Heel, and Inctep or by a landing on the
Toe followed by landings on Sardinia and Corsica, All of these operations

were 5o taKe vlace between mid-Aungust and miﬁmcctober.% The U, 5. JF3
. - o
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promptly comntered by insisting that & corosse-Chonnel invasion was the

2ll-important operatien. The Amerlesns argued that operations on the
Italisn mainiand, no matter hov suceessfvl, would produce few advantages
oot mizht prejuiice the invaslon by dlverting men, planes, shipplng, ete.
from UE; accordingly, no more advances in the llediterranean should be
wndertaken after HUSKY, The Americans even went so far as fo hold that
the sctivities of the air forceg should be linlted to proteeting shipping
and to long-range horibing of Italy, feellng that the latter alone might
knock I1taly out of tke war.45
tthe §C0S had renched an impagse. 3ut they quickly smolved the diffi-
culty by shifting onto the shouwlders of General Figenhower al least a
part of the burden of declding what strategy should be followed after
aUSKY, 1% was agreed (20 Mey) that the Commander-in-Cnief of the North
Afriean Theater ghould be instructed to mount such operationg in ex-
ploltation of HUSKY as wonld best be calculated to eliminate Italy from
the wor and o contaln the maximum pumber of German forces. Iach opera-
$ion was to be subjeet to approval by the CUS. The Allied C-in-0 was fo
have at hlis dlsposal all the forces presently in the Mediterranasn with
the exception of four U. 8. and three Britich divisions which were to be
held in readiness from 1 Hovember onward for withdrawal to UK; the
additional alr forces which were being provided on a temporary basls for
HUBKY vere also not to be considered as avallable for post-HUSKY
operations, 46

At the 5th meeting of the Presldent and Prime !Hnister, held on

24 Vay, the Britigh withdrew the support which they had given previously
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to Operation BRIMSIONL, Mr. Churchill saying that he was very much opposed

to any iden of an operation to capture Ssrdinia as a sequel to HUSKY,
He felt that the conquest of Sardinia would have noe irnfluence on the
securing of the great prize vhich would ve open to the Allies if they
could take the Heel and Toe of Iialy and make contact with the Balkan
insurgents. Sir Alan Brooke and Genersl lMarshall then explained why the
CC5 had decided to leave to General FEisenhower the responsibility for for—
mulating basie plans for future operatlons in the Mediterranean: General
kisenhower wouvld not be able to tell which operation he could undertake
until the situvation bhad declared itself., The ides, then, was to plan
geveral operations and toc declde, at a mesting to be held after HUSKY
had been launched, which of them to earry out.é"?
The followlng day, 25 lay, at the 6th meeting between the two Allied
leaders, it wae decided that the Prime !4dnister and General Marshall
shortly would proceed io Ilorth Africa where they would confer witn
General Mgenhower relative to fubture operations, at which time {it was
belleved) plans morc definite than thoss formulated at TRIDTIT could be
ma.de.éa At the same time the CCS, having assessed the available means
at the dicposal of the United I'ations and having evalusted their ability
to carry out projected or potential operations during 1943 and 1944,
announced that with the forces avallable (ercept for an additional 108
transport alrcraft which would oe needed for BREIMSTONE) one of two sets
of operations designed to result in the collamse of Italy could be under-

jaken: (1) mn alr offensive ageinst Italy to be Ffollowed by assaults

agairgt the Woe, Instep, and Heel (BUTTR4SH, GO3LAD, IIUSKET), the landings
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not to take place similtencously; (2) an alr offensive against Italy to
be followed by an cssauld against the Tos and invasions of Sardinia and
forsica {=DI4eRHSH, SRIMETOLE, I‘IPJ:?&RE‘;II]J)."icg

The final report on the resulis ¢f the TRIDANT Conferencs, as pre-
pared oy the CUN and approved by the Pregldemt and the Prime [Minister,
stated that General Hsephower was to be insiructed to mownt such post-
RUSKY operations as he felt wouid be besi calculated to knock Italy out
of the wer and at the same time win down the largest number of German
forees andé that a flnal deecision as to the exact operation or operations
%0 be undertaken wowld be made by the (08,50

Uhen the TRIDWJY Oonfersnce came to an end the Prime Minister and
Genernl [lershall wasted no time in getting to Horth Africa for thelr
rrojected discussions with General Hisenhower, On 20 Iay the Alglers
Conference opened wlth kr, Churchill, Genorals larshall and Eisenhower,
Sir Alsn Brooke, General Alexander, Alr liarsks) Tedder, and other hign-
ranking ofticials 1in attendance. Vhen the conference ended on & June sur-
prisingly 1ittle had been added to the pro and con arguments whicn had been
presented at TRIDAT and no ehenge had been made in the agreements arrived
2% in Vashingbon, fThe British still favored strongly an invasion of
southears Ilaly, Lus Prime Hinister golung so far as to state that he was
wllling to move addltional troops, shipyping, supplies, efe. into the
Heditorranesn, evea ot the expense of other areas, in order %o strike a
hard and dirsct blow ab Italy. The imericans, on the other hand, declarsd
that they were not so much oppvosed to the ldezn of an attack on Italy ap
they were concerned over the requirenents for troops, shipping, and

GONHPETY
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materisl necessary to cwlm@. and over the degree of

opnosltion which might have to be met. The Americeans also argued fhat
a2 final declsion could be mnde untll the result of HUSIY was lmown and
the altuation on the Russlan front was clear, and insisted that the only
lozical approach to the problem was to seb up two forces, oas to train
for operations on the Italian mainlani andl the other for operatlons
agalnst Sardinla and Corslem. The conference fin=lly apgrsed to leave
the matter of post-HUSKY operations in the hands of General Elsenhower
vho was t0 report his plans as scon as possible after the launching of
HUSEY, with any differcnces of opinion between the British and American

leaders to be settled by the British and Americen govarnmenbs.sl

Eloal Strateglc Plans, AFHS, Jupe-Au~ust 1943

ATHG proumptly went to work., As a mabber of fact 1ts (-3 section
had been busy on the problen of how best to knock Italy oubt of the war
even whlle the Algiers Confersnce wae in sesslon, A directive from the
008 gstating that operabions after HUSIY would be desizned to eliminate
Italy from the war and o contaln the maximum German forces had arrived
at ATdY just as the conference assemblal, and on 31 May the G-3 section,
in order to implement the directive, advanced the followlng conclusions:

1. If Itallan resistance appearsd t0 be weakaning shortly

after the launching of HUSHY, operations BUTZRISS and GOSLET ghowld be
initiated, with a target date of 1 September for the former and 1 Oetoper
for the latter,

2. If Italian realctance and German reaction during HUSELY were
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strong, BRINSTOLE and FIRZBRAND ghould be 1aunléhae!,!iw1i‘ ithli 1 October as

the target date.

3. If BUTTRESS and GOSLEY were undertaken and there then
anpoared to be a zood praspect of Itallan collanse, HUSKET could be
launched on a reduced scale.

Finally, G-3 warnel that the undertaxing of any offensive oneration
after EUSLY would depend upon the release of & majorlty of the landing
eraft employed in HUSKY, O3

A week later AFHY produced an outline of a plan %o assault Italy
gouth of Laplea-Bzri as an Immediate follow-up to the conquest of Sleily.
The plen called for three coperations, to be conduched successively., The
firgt would be azaingt the port and alrfield at Regiio and the port of
San Glovannl, EHasentially this was operation BUITRESS. The second would
be against the port and airfields at Orotone (GOBLET), The third would
be agalnst an unnamed port and adjacent airfield in the Heel. Basically
this was MUSKED, ‘then, if all went well in the Toe and Heal, a drive
agalnst lsples would de ,tgmsss.:l.'b:!.e.53

It is lnteresting to mote that at this stage of the planning G=3
stated emphatleally that "an assault on the west eoast of the Italian
weinland wonld not be practicable. B¢

During the next three weelts ASEQ produced no new plans for operations
against Italy, the nrinclpal reason beilnpg the need for further assessment
of reguirements and of Italian morale. The last two weells of June

offered s good chance for evaluating Italian morale, the Alliss having

taken the lslands of Pantellerla and Immpedusa on 11 sad 12 June respeckively.
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On 28 June the (w3 section pregented a new memorandum to the Chief
of Staff, AFHY, The ever-present question, az the memorandum indieated,
wag how many landing craft and how much shipping would be awvallahle for
nost-HUSKY operations andi vwhen these would be avallable., At least 30
days would be regquired for overhanling landing craft before a new assault
could be lavnched., The memorandum then conslderel the matter of Italian
norale. Joint Intolligence Genter (JI0) Algiers hnd reported some deter-
loratlon and expected more %o result from HUSKY, but it did not onticlpate
that EUSKY would cauvse the Italian Atmy to collapse. "lo achieve this 1%
will bo necessary to carry out owerations on the malnland, and ¢ollapse
of resistance wonld be unlirely to come untll our forces had made a rapid
advance toward the Naplee-Roms area.f Thig view, said the memorandum,
seexed to be ghored by the Germang inasmuch as they appeared to be rein~
forelng Italy,

In the 1ight of the above conditions (=8 recommended that BUITRIIS
pe carried out and followed if necessary hy GRBL3L, Enemy resistance
and terrain difficuliles would malte for glow progress to Naples, but G-3
felt that further amphlblous operations agalnst a majJor port such as
Haples or Paranto wouvld not be practicable fowing to the dlfficulty of
vroviding adequate alr support" and because of the shortage of servicenbla
landing craft. If Italy should collanse after HUSKY and the CGerman
forces 1n southern Italy withdraw, then the Laples area and the Heel
ought %o be oceuniecd and squedrons of tho Tactleal Air Forca be based
there, and Fome should be taken snd units of Strategle Alr Iorce be

located on the adjacent airfields.55

S
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On the same day (28 Jume) General Ifisenhower inforuned the CCS that
if HUSIY wore suscessful bub Italisn reslistance dld net cellapee he would
elther mount BUTTRESS, to be followed by GOBLET 1f necessary, or he would
ecarry out BRIISTONZ. Uhieh of the two operations would be underiairen
would depend on the state of Italian morale and the number and location
of German forces. The Commander-in-Chief preferred BUZTRESS but felt that
it would be ungound to mount it unless hs had enough forces to cccupy the
Heel and to eaplolt the operatlon as far north as Naples, If BUIPRISS
should prove mot to be feagible he would probably undertake BRIMSTONE in
October. TFor either operation he considered that he would have enough
alrcraft except for-long-range fighters. He dld not believe that it would
be possivle to mount MUSKE? (ag a third and finel operation against the
malnland, after BUTTRESS and GOBLET) durlng 1943 becauss he d1d not have
enough landing eraft, adequate ailr cover would be doubtful, and by October
the weather would not be sultable. 56

On 17 July the GG5 accepted General Elsenhower's strategleal concepd
and expressed thelr interest "in the possibilities of a direct amphiblons
landing operation against Neples in lieu of an attack on Sardinia, n5?
On 20 July General Disenhower ordered all planning on SRIMSTONE to cease. S8
Henceforth, thers would no longer be any quostion as to whether to attaclk
Sardinia or invade Italy--Sardinia was out, and future plamning would re-
volve entirely around the guestion of what area on the Italian mainland
should be hit,

For approximately a month after 28 June AFHJ did not nroduce any

further plans for operations ageinst Italy. There was no reason why it
) 2
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should-~in fact, there was no good way by which 14 could--zo beyond the

pasic end flexible pleas wolch had already been set forth until the
Sieillan esmpoign was well under way. Only then would it be possicle
to determine the degrec of German reglstance which might be expected, to
evaluate the state of Italian morale, to kmow definitely how many landing
craft would be avallable, to assess the effect of bombing on defenses and
commurdcations on the neinland, and $o put a reasonably accurate finger
on all of the other factors which misht mean the dlfference between suecess
and failure.
The fact that no other plans were published by AFHQ between 28 June ané
24 July does not mean that thers was nothing being done in the theater in
preparation for post-HUSIY operations.sg On 29 June the A-5 staff section
of Northwest ifrican Air Forces (LAAF), which hed been mnde responsible
for the air planning for operations against the Italian mainlond, assemvled
at the §cole Yormale at Bouzarea, near Alglers, where ln the next two
unonths it drew up alr plans for no less than five major amphibious opera-
tions. Plaoning was carried out in close cooperation with staffs represent-
ing the Army and the Navy, which themselves were worizing out the dstails
of possible operations for the Fifth Army and for the several naval
e¢lements located 1n the ﬁeditarranean.so
On 24 July AFHQ published a planning paper, and it was at once
evident thnt in the period since 26 June the plammcrs kad not been idle.
For this document was not concerned with those two old stand-bys BUTTERSS
and SRIMSTOKE but with an entirely now operation, an amphibious landing

in the Naples area (TOFHLY), Six weeks earlier the (-3 section hed
H|
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announced thet no asssult on the vest coast of Italy would be practicable
but now, 1n the light of developments in Bicily, 1t had cone to the cone
clusion that such an operatlom offered attractlive possibilities, especially
in the area zround the all-irportant ciiy and port of Faples with its
nuserous and excellent adjacent airflelds. The study did not elaborate wupon
the advanteges and disadvaniages of the several sectors north and south
of Faples whero landings might be made but came immediately to the con-
clusion that the Salerno »lain was the best cholee, especially from the
volnt of view of German defenses, "The key factor in the operation would
ve alr protection,” sald the paper; therefore the early cepture of an air-
Tield would be essentizl, and Monbtecorvino alrfleld was sultably located.

The paver then presented an estimate of ground, navel, and eir forces
which would be svailable for the operation, The estimate was based uvon
the assumption tkat this nevly conceived operation would repizce MUSKEE
and could emvloy the forces which would have been allotted to it, As far
ag the alr forces were corcerned it wes estimated that for the Salerno
and BUTVHESS operations (the latter to precede the Salermo landing) there
would be available 2,437 bonbers ené fighters plus 312 troop cerrier planes,
the figuree belng based on en asgumotion of 76 per cent serviceability and
a normal flow of replacementa. Alrcraft of the Finth Air Force and the
Coastal Alr Force, some of which could be exnected to teke part in the
operation, were not included in the estimate.

Finally, the paper recommended thct the assault shovlid employ four
divisions, one of them armored, should be launched before 20 Cctober, and

should not talke place at all unless the Allied forces which had previously
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landed on the Toe had reached tke line Amendolarsa-Castrovillari-Zelvedere
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by about & Qectober,
Cn 24 July AFHQ published the final draft of a paper on the advantages
of undertaking MUSKET, and on the followlng day compared MUSKED with
posslble operations against the I'aples ares. The paper came to the con.
ciualon thal cperations to selze the llaples arsee would be much more effec-
tlve 1n exploiting an advarce on the mainland of Itely thon would gimilar
operatlons desigmed to selze the Heel,52 e advantages ond diesdvantages
of TOFHAT, as presented in the paper, merii examiration inssmmch as the
TOFHAT action, launched agalnst the Salerno ares under the titie of
AVALANICHE, was destined to become the princiyal operstion agsinst the
Italian mainland.
The advantezes listed were as follows: it would give the Allles
control of a strategically irmortant area cznable of maintaining any
forcas wihich could be pleced in Itsly in 1943 and would enmamble Jarge
Allled forces to be deployed relatively close to the primary Itslian ob-
Jective, Bome; it would tend to draw off and thus contaln large Axis forces
end would force the enemy's troops in the Heel to withdraw or rigk annibila-—
tion; 1t would lighten the pressure on Allied troops moving up throusgh
Calabria (the Toe) by cutting through the Germsn commmications on the
west coast and would threaten the entire rear of Axig forces in (Calabria;
it would expedite exnloitation of the Itslien mainland to a greater degres
than would the same forces in occupation of the Heel; and it would glve
the Allles sufficlent alrfields to continue operations ageinst the Italian

mainland, Oenirel Durcope, and the Ploeoti araa,
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Dlsadvanteges given were that the opemtimted

untll the Calsbrian campaign had resched the line Amendolara-Relvedere
and that landings could be opposed by German forces slightly more rapidly
grountd Salerno than in the Heal.es To these dlscdventages should be added
two which had been listed in the paper of the 24th that deal‘.t with Operation
MUSEETL. They werae: flvst, thai there waee no major port 1n all the long
coagstline from San Glovanni to the Faples area; aecond, s direct assault
egpingt the Haples sector would have to be made outside of the effective
renge of single-engine :Eigh'bera.64
The CUS wasted no time in deciding that an assault against the Salerno
ares was the right operationnto use as a follow-up to BUITRLESS., On 26
July they cabled General KEisenhower that he showld "plan forthwith AVALANCHE
to be mounted at the emrllest possitle date™ using the resources already
available for PRICHLESS (a code word covering all post-HUSKY ocperations),
fwith the object of exvediting the eliminntion of Italy from the war.?
The 0CS promised that carrler-borne alreraft to the extent of the planes
of one heavy carrier and four escort ecarriers wovld be made available,
thereby helping moterislly to reduce what was provably the greatest poten-
$ial bhazard to the proposed operation, insdegunte fighter cover over the
beaches, 50
On the same day General Hisenhower met hig own chiefs of staff in
Tunis and ordered the preparation of two alternabive nlans for the invasion
of Italy., The first was BUTTRESS, ag originally concelved. The second
was AVALARCHE, employing the Fifth Army with one U, S. and one 3ritish

eorps, and conterplating the later use of Fronch troops., (eneral Zisenhower

]
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informed the GCS that politicsl and military deveigopmen'bs in Italy would

soon reveal which of the two plans shounld be put into effect.ﬁe He slgo
noted that he was planning to rush one division of infentry and one of
sirsorne troops into Naples on short noties (Umeration AD HQC AVALANCHE)
if Italy should puddenly collapse or if there should develop a rapid
Gernan withdrawal from southern Italy, His main concern, he ssid, was to
strike ltaly as soon 28 poseible after HUSKY, 87

A week later General Iisenhower had decided that it wounld be wiser
rot {o plan for AVALAWCHE .nd BUTYRESS as aliternative operations, but that ~
both operations should be leunched. "A lodgement must be made in the
EUZTRLSS area before any vold siroke should be attempted, such as AVALAWCHE,
Eaving made this declision he informed the 8CS that if BUTIRESS progressed
satisfactorily he would send the British 10 Corps in on the right flank ab
AVALANCHE to drive touvard a Junction with the Eighth Army moving uwp from
the Toe. But if BUITRESS ghould move slowly AVALANCHE would be materially
delayed and he would employ the 10 Corps in direct support of SURERESs, 68
The 00S agreed with thege ideas.®®
) While AFHY had been busy with over-all plans for invasion of ltaly's
long and dlfficult comstline, LAATF had heen working on air plens for each
of the several assaults under considerstion. On 4 A.ugust?o it publiched
Plans for operation BUITRESS and iis counferpart JSAYIOWH, IUTIRESS was
currently concelved of as an axphiblous assault mounted from Forth Africa
againsgt the Toe of Italy with the object of capturing the ares Hlcotera-

Cittanova all inclusive, togetner with the port and airfield at Vibo
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the entlre Toe, BAYTOWH was an assavlt ageinst $he Toe from Sieily, across
the Strait of liessina, It was either to be launched at the same time as
BUTTRESS or coordinsted with 1t as to timing., VAL noted thet there was,
however, the possibility that BUDTEESS might be replaced by an operation
tarther north, in vhich case BAYTOVWH probably would be 1laid on 28 a hold-
ing and dlverslonary attack, If BUTTRESS and BAYTOWH were launched sinmul-
taneously, or were coordinated as to timing, alr actlon in preparation for
and support of the two operations would corstitute one bask; but if BUIEHRESS
should be replaced by sn operation in the Haples area the air forces would
ve fully used in the morthern attack, and apart from the neuiralizatlon
of the enery's airfields only limlted alr support would be available for
SaYTOWg. 't

On 31 July Air Harghal Tedder had designated General Spastz as
recponeible for plenning and preparing the alr phese of AVALAWOHE and for
its execution. On 4 Auvgust the A-F sectlon of FAAF began worklng on an
alr plan for AVALALCHA 373 and on B Augnst publisghed its first findings.
From the contents of the document it is evident that AVALANUHE and
SUITHIESS had come to be consldered as alternative operntions, which meent
that present plans envisloned either an AVALANCHE-BAYTOWY or a EUTTRESS~
BAYTOWN combination.’® According to the NAAF study the arrangements which

[T

were being made for seltlng up BUITRESS would form a part of the arrange-
ments for mounting AVALALCHE, Thie was possible because shipping for
BULTRESS could sall for AVALAWCHE with no change in loading, beeause

supplies for either operstion would move direct from Morthwest Africa,
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and because a majority of the air forces required for either operation
were olready in Sieily. There were, howevar, sime differences ln the
requirements for the two invasions, AVALANCHE would call for a build-up
of aporoxinately 20 squadrons of tactlenl alrcraf't by D plus 14, while
DUTTRESS would call for a balld-uwp of only about 18 sguadrons by D plug
20; also AVALAIICHM would require more tomnage and personnel than BUTTRTSS,
the excoss amouniing to some 12,200 tons of supplies, 440 personnel, and
85 1.7'&31'3.:?.(:2!.9:;.'2,4

By B August Goneral Iisenhower had come to the conelusion that a
direct assault against the port and city of Weples (Operation SARHASUDA)
had 1ittle chance of being undertaken, even 1f Italy should suddenly
eollapse, but that the possibilities of a successful AVALANCHZ were
steadlly increasing., On 9 Auguut he met with his commanders at Tunia,
It was agreed that Uevery offort must be made to mount AVALAIDHE and with
the X Cornws so egulpped with landing craft that it can be used elbther on
that operation or on SULLRGESE, if latber vroves necessery.! 1t was also
agreed that it was vitally imnoertant for operatlons in the Toe to mave
steadily northward, for 1f the Zighth Army should be storped in the Toe
it would be impossibie to launch AVALANCHE during 1943, Genersl
Zisephower then infornmed hig commanders that they were to nroceed with
1211 preparations for AVALATGHM, with target date 7 September®; that
BUTLHESS would precede AVALANCHS: and that operation BARRACUDA was can-
coled, (&

Zhe progress of plans for invading the malmlend of Tialy nabarally
pushed into the background 21l plans for invading Sardinia (3RIMSTONE

and Corsice (FIREBRALD) as slternative operations to AVALAWCHS ang
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BAYDGUE. Plans for BRIMETONE and FIREBRAND were not discarded, however.
Almost from the besiming it hod been planned to use French ground trooos
agalnst Corsica and as esrly as 7 June ATHY hnd recormended that Genoral
Glraund nominate a ground commander to lead the invasion, working in
coordination with Anerlcsn =nd British air ané naval commonders and with
the commond authoriiy to be exercised jointly uwnder AFHY. 76 This nlan
vas satisfacbory to the GOS. On 10 Angush-~zfter the declsion to launch
AVATAICHE had been made firm--General Hershall informed President
Roosevelt that the prasent plan was to let French troops take Corsiea
and to have a part in any operationa against Sardinia which might be
necessary. Bub, sald General Marshalle.and this indicated the new trend
of Allled thiniring relative to the two iglands--it wae howed thot Sardinia
would fall of ite own welght after the mainlond had been invaded and that
operations necessory to balte it would ve relotively inslgnificant. A few
days later Sir Alan Brooke declared that he agre:zd with the JUS view

that there would be no advontage in attaciting Sardinins and Corsica at

the present time; that there were indications of a German withdrawal

from Sardinla; and thot 1t was now belleved that 1f Italy collavsed
Germany would not continme to defend either of the islands.?.?

Ten days later, on 20 August, the GCS had seen no reason to change
their oplnion on the Sardinisn-forsican situation, They belisved thab
the chances were excellent for Fifth Colunn activities to esiablish
conditiong in Sardiria that would permit an unopposed occouwpation or,
with help from locsl anti-Faselst Italians, at least an unooposed landing.
fhe GOS also believed that Corplea might well be considered for similar

actlon, and suggested that the Fifth Coluwmn there siould be alded by
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the S0X (Special Operations lixecutive /the Britich 0S3]). Cenmeral
Eisenhower's opinion having been requested, he vired the C08 that as
long as the Germans had 22,000 garrison troops plus 6,400 flak troops
on Sardinia the chances for an unopposed landing based on Fifth Coluwm
aetivitles seenmed remote. He folt that Corsice might be casier to take
than Sardinia beeruse the Germ=ns had only the equivelent of ons combat
tean there and the locnl Freuch had already set wn well-orpanized resis-
tancs growns vhich vere belng strengthened by arms and supplies sent in
by 803, He believed that he would be umavle %o move sgainst either of
the islands for some tlme to come becauge operations on the Italian maln~
land would absord all avuilavle landing creft snd shipping for a long
reriod, but he would watch the situation and exmloit any opening that
might develop.78

Thege opinions of Genoral Eissnaower were in keening with his
attitude of a week earlier vhen he had informed General lMarshall that
he considered 1t desirsble fo ocewpy Sardinia cnd Corsica bdud that no
effort should be dlverited from the maln task: the invasion of the main-
lan .79 BRIISEONZ and CIRISBAYD, then, were moved indo the background
and became secondary operatioms, with the time and nature of their emw
ployment to be determined by the situation vhich existed after SAYTOWT
and AVALAOLD hed been launched.

Atvter tne U, 5. Cniefs of SHaff had been informed of the prosress
of AbnQ's plans for setiing up AVALALOAE, General lizrsball cabled General
Bisenbover asking 1f he agreed that the JUS were right in velieving that

presont forces in the lediterrenesn were adequate to drlve veyomd Home,
w
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set up 2 line there, selze Corsice snd Sardin.’zé. and then invede southern
France in Hay or June 1944, General IZlsenhower replied that if the Allies
could get a firm grip on tho llaples area they would be in a good position,
bt Le noted thab the question of whether the force asvallable would be
afequate depended entirely on the rezction of the Germans.eo

By 10 August, then, it had been definitely decided that Italy would
be invaded during the flret few deys of Sepbember and that the invasion
would conglst of two naris, separats but coordinated, one apgalnst the
toe and the other sgaingt the Salerno area, TFhere war never much question
about kitting the Yoe: 1t wos the closect point to Siecily, its defenses
were not strong, the Axis bad few alrfields there, and the ares was within
easy reach of Allied fighter wlanes; noreover, exploliation of a succesg-
fol asssult on the Toe mignt easlly result in ouwtflanting the Insten and
Eeel, and even offered posslbllitles of a drive ogslnst lanles. Cn the
other krnd, a decigsicn to invade in the Ianles area was not so easily
rade deeplie the advantages whlech would accruve from the celzure of Fanles
with 1ts excellent port and numerous near-bdy eirfields and its nroxinmliy
to the exceedingly irporiant clty of Eome. LKepnles 1tself was bheavily
defended; to the norik the avallable bezches, along the Gulf of Gaeta,
lay behind choals and were backed up Dy elther rugsged hills or marshes
and streams; vo the south, rising abruptly from the sea, were the high,
rough mouvateing on the Sorrento Pemlnsula and plong the Amalfi Irive as
far south as Sslerno. Trem Salerne to Paestum there were good Beaches,
tut mountalnz a few mlles inlznd would restrict movement, mske egress
fron the area difficul$, and gzlve to defending trocns and artillery

A o

the adventage of high ground,
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Yeverthelece, developmente during the momth of July made 1t highly

desirable to carry out sn invesior s close to Rome 23 poselble, The
dounfall of lussolini, the sccelerated development of the Sicilian cane
palsn, oumerous signs that Italy could not contlove o prosecube the
way and indleations that she wae about ready to sus for pemce, the legsen~
ing of the naval and alr cespnbilities of the Gerrions in the Hediterranean,
and on increase in Allled strength--all comdined to convince Allled
rlonners that an invesion in the Naples zres hed a better~than-even
chance of success. An exawination and anclysis of possible giots for
the initial assault indleated that the beaches between Salerno and Faestun
offered the best glte, The beaches were execellent ond of considerable
length; Axls defenses were limlted in number; the area was not too far
from the Toe to pernit forces puebing out from the vielnity of Faegtum
to Join with unlés driving north from the Toe; an alrfield was avallable
at Montecorvino, only three nmiles inlend; most imvortant of ali, the
area vas within fighter range from bzses around llessine and Ger‘oini.gl
The deelglon to invade Italy vie the Toe and the Salerno beaches did
not, however, stoy the G=3 section of AFLQ from esnloring ome other
poesible invasicn site, the Dome area.sa A seaborne assault in the
viclnity of Fome offered a number of sitractlions: if Fome fell, Italian
morale would probably be so crushed that all orpnnized Itelian recictance
would end; the seat of government would be in Allied hands; communiestions
between nortbern and southern Itely would be alrosht compnlebely severed;

end the enterorise could be expecied 0 enjoy consliderable tactieal

surnrise. DBut the operntlon hzd an even larger nurber of unatiractive
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features: its convoyrs would have to pass through‘é.n area within range
of enermy fighter-bombers on both flarks but outside effective shore-
based fighter protection; the assault would have to be made without
adegunte figater cover in an area well suonlied with enemy air bages H
the Germons could readily concentrete in the Eome ares, and were already
there in gome force; the erery's rate of build-wo in the area would be
likely to exceed that of the Allies; the terrain favored the defense;
the only port, Civitavecchia, would probably sustain only the initial
assault formations and swporiing alr forces: and to hold Civitaveechia
and the line of communicetlons to Rome it would be recessary to nrotect
a strip some 40 miles long, a commiinent waich would lirmtt considerably
the forces which conld then be emvloyed to eapture and hold Fome itgelf,
Welghing the pros and cong, the (-3 section reconmended "that further
conglderation on a seaxrne asssult to capburs Fome be gusmendad, "83

Tio vlans for operatlons other than AVATAINCHE, SUITRISS, and BAY-LOWH
were considered at thls time. The only thing left to decide, therefore,
vas vhether ZAYZOWN or FUITRESS would be launchod as the prelude to
AVAIAUCHD, From the begimuing AVALALCHT and BUTTRISS had been coneddered
alternative operntions and as it became increasingly evident that
AVALALCHS could and would be launched, BUTLRESS began t0 receive less
and less conslderation. On 16 August Gemeral Tisennower informed hig
conanders that 3AYECIAT would toke place as early as vossible, followed
by AVALANCHES at the same time he eabled the CCS thet the crossing of
the Strait of lessina sbould and would be attermbted 28 scon as supportlng
gung and supplies could be zccumulated, that AVALANCHI would be launched
on 9 Septomber ('barr?.ng unforeseen changes in the gituation), and that

& '
. W{:_"'Td:A - - x'ﬁfs?me
f -
{ I |

: R
* i g . S e L P

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




- . mm‘?"%‘i‘ﬂm
& -E%?.:j:ﬁ? i L N T

- R W

!« "I‘., * R - e :.
AATRH-15 F Lé‘.%‘w«éii 2 S

the Yoo would be assauvlted etween 1 and 4 Sentenber. 84 on 17 August

the IAAP, Fifth Army, and Yavy plamners in Alglers--who had been planning
for AVALANCHEH snd BUTTRESS gimulteneously--dropped SULIRES>, and on the
19th General IZisenhower emnounced that BUTTEISS was canceled and

AVALALICHT was being mounted.®®

The SUADRART Conference, August, 1945

General Yigenhower's declalon met with the apmroval of the President,
the Prire llinister, and the €05, currently engaged in the SUALRAYNT Con-
ference at Quebec. As 2 matter of fact, diecussions relciive to Italy
dealt but 1lttle with the question of the invesion of the Italian meln-~
land. Discussions by the President and the Frime linlster anparently
were limited to oninicns as to how far north the Germens would set up a
line of defense and whether Sardinia would automatieally {all to the
111113.86 Discussions by the G0S-~pricr to thelr final meeting--dezlt
principally with the value of Itelisn bases for alr raids on esouthern
Gernany.

Eowever, the leaders looked beyond the assault phase and drew up an
aver-all nlan for futurc operations in the Iuropean and Mediterrenean
theaters, Their most imoortent decision wae that OVERLOED (the erosa-
Chonnel invasion of northexn iurope) and POLLTZLANEL (the destruction of
the German fighter foree and the smaching of the German war potential dy
air attacls) were to have first priority. This meant that operations
in the Mediterrpnean wonld be of secondary immortance to overations out
of TX, TFuturs zcetivities in the Mediterrancan thester were to be con-

ductel with available resources for the purpose of bringing about the
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collapse of Italy and to ereate diversions of enemy forces ana destroy
vital Axls Instollations on the Continent. Operations were o be in
three phases: (1) Italy was to ve ellminzted as a velilgervent, and air
bages wers to De establiaaned aa far north as the Pome area—-andé, if
nogeible, in the incona area--for bombing the Reich and the Balkans; (2)
Corsica and Sardinia were %0 be seized; (8) constant mressure was to ve
nainiained on German foreces in morthern Italy and there wag to bs crezted
a situa.{-:ion favorable for eventual entry of Allied forces--inciuding the
btulk of the re-squipnped French army and air forse--into southern I‘ral.m:.e.88
At thelr final nmecting at Guebec the CCS listened to resorts by two
memvers of General Hisenhower's staff relative to tue Invasion of Italy.
Brizadler alitely reported that 3aYT0W.0 was not exnected t9 mest with mueh
cnposition put thnt there was eonsidersble colicern over AVALANCEE, fhe
concern, he said, was owing vrimarily to tke Tact that the asszult was
Lelng undertaken with a small foree; it was possivie for the Germans to
oppose the beachhezd with as many as slx divisions before 1 Ochover, waereas
the Allles did not exwect to have an equal number of troops ashore until
around 1 December. Waltely also noted that movenent and mainiensnce would
e 41fficult becsuse of heavy dezmonds on ports and mersommel ani becauss
of poor coumunicatlons and limited sainpping. He doubted that General
Il senhower would be able t0 maintain a sufficiont number of divieions on
an oporational sealo to taze care of a hesvy German reaction., 3rig. Gen.

Lowell V. Fooks renorted om the nlr plans for the two assaults: fighters

would provice cover, the Tactieal _omber Force would stoy novements of

ttw L
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eneny reinforcements, and Strategle Alr Force would operais against eneny
alrdrones and cmemunications.sg

The 033 then diseussed the twin invasions, They felt that BATIOVH
uould not meet strong owposition, AWALANVHE, however, could run into
trouble, for when the Germens reallzed that it was not in grest strength
they might throv six divlsions against 1t before the ena of Septemver
even though moor inlond communications would handican thelr troop nsve-
ments. Alr pians were then eonsidered., With two exceotions, the discussion
covered no wore than the polunts which had been prescnted by General Fooks
relative to the employment of fighters, tactical bombers, and strategie
aonbers--the exceptions beinz the C0S observations, first, that General
Iisenhover had reguested that the -24's waich had been used in the Ploesti
raid of 1 Augmst De left in the theater so as to lncrease Strategic's
attocks on eneny alrfields, cnd, second, that it was nob pla;xned to move
units of Strategic onbto the malnlend untll the Allles had possession or
the airfields around Eoms.

Eaving wound wp the converence, the CCS sent to General “isenhower
extracts from the decisions which they, tne Presldent, and the Prime

tinigter had made relative to fubure operations in the Medltberraneun ™t

and gave him details of the forces, supplies, shipping, ete., wailer would
v3

oe mvnllanle to him for carrying out these operations.
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Chonter 11

FILUAL 2TANS FOR TH. ALVASIOL OF ITALY

Orsaunization of HAAT

et

Ine decision to mount AVALALCLD and BATTOVE having been made by
General _usenaovwer and epproved by the TU. 8. and British leaders, there
gtill rerained the all-important tast: of working out the mumerous and
compler details necessary to the lzunching of the two operations, Wne job
was made eagler for (ensral EBlgenhower and his apsistanta by three factors:
first, the concuest of 3icily had been completed on 17 suzust; second, the
greater part of the planning hod already been done; third, no revempilng
of the existing air forces organization was necessar,, tne Siecilian can-
palgn and tho last holf of the Tunisien carpaign having ehowm thet the
orgenization walch had veen esiailished on 18 Februnry 1942 was a souwnd
one and entirely adequate for launealng an invasion of Italy.

A troad nlebure of the structiure of the £111led alr forcee 1n the
lediterranean whan the fincl plane for the invasion were being made is

1

essential to an understemding of the campaign in southern Italy,
Allied nir forces in the lledlterrasnean were under the lNedlierranean Alr
Comzand (UAC), headed by Air Chlef !nrshal Jedder, I10 was a small vlan-
ning and nolicy steff of American and Sritigh ofiicers wirich coordinated
the requirements of subordinate commaonds and served ac n sort of brain
trust? for the liediterraneasn alr arm, There were three prirclyal olements

under MAC: Headousrters, !'alta (Alr Viece !larshel Park); RAF, I'lddle last

{alr Chlef lMarshal Touglas), wiich had in it the U. €. Uintk 4lr Force
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i Lovrthwest Afrlicon iir Forces
(HAAF), o conbined Jmerican and 2ritish foree under Li. Cen. Carl Sovaatz,
vwho aleo served as Tedder's deputy. Toe imerican element of VAAT was
the Twelfth Alr Forece, comnanded Dy General Spaatsz.

Interrally, ~AAF vas organized inte the follovwing functional sub-
&ivisions:z liorthwest African Strategle Alr Force {(WASAT), under cormand
of 1'aj. CGen, Jemes Doolittle; Forthuwest Africen Tactlicol Aly Force (.ATAT),
Alr Viee Inrshal Sir srthur Coninghams Dorthwest Afriecan Coastal Alr Force
(ITACAF}, Alr Tice !‘arshel Sir Puch Lloyd; Forthwest ifrican Troop Osrrier
gommand {HATCU), redesipnnted XII Trooy Carrier Command on 1 Sentember
1943, Brig. Oen, Paul L, illisms; Forthwest African Air Service Command
{:/AABC), Brig. Gen. Harold A, szartron; Forthwest .ifrican Training Corrand
(Ya58), Col, John V. liomahmn; and Lorthwest Africsn Fhoto Recornalssence
Wing (UAEEW), Osl. J1liot Poosevelt. Dach of these eloments of HAAF
kad in 1% both imerican and Fritieh nersonnel and rlanes, and several
had one or more unites representing South Afriea, Concds, Australia, France,
and Polend,

wABAR yas comosed of one wing (four groups) of U. S. B-17's, one
ving (three prowos) of U, 8. B-26's, one wing (Ywo grouss) of U, S.
Be2B's, and four FAY wings of Vellingbone. There were also two groune
of U, 8, B-24's, vresently on loan from the Iinth Alr Force bub soon to
be translerred to the Twelfth. IZscort for the borbers was sunvlied by
LASAF'g three P-36 and one F-40 fighter groups, all from the United States.

The fmericon element of HNASAF was XII Jomber Commend; the BAW element vasg
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LARAR wag brolen down into three vwarts. One was XII Air Suonort

the 205 RBomb Groum,

Cormand which consigtcd of two grovpe of 2-86's, two grougs of P-40's,
one groun of Snitfires, and one squadron of F-Bl'n Tfor reconnalgeance,
X1I 430 was entlrely Anerican in personnel. She seecond element was the
Tactical Domber Force (TBF), mede up of two U. 8. grouvs of B-25's, one
U. 8. group of A=20's, one DIAT wing of Baltiuores and one of Zostons, one
SAAF wing of Postons and Saltimores, and a squudron of RAF Hurrlearnes,
The third element was Deseri Alr Ioree (LiF), which was alwost entirsly
2ritich., The Iesert ilr Torce operated througn an Afvance resdousriers
cnd & Rear Headquarters. TUnder the former were two U, 5. grows of P-40's,
three winge of RAY Svitfires, and one wing of RAT Fittyhawks--2ll of the
BAY elements oeling attached from the I'iddle Zast. Tne FPear Hecdquariters
controlled three RAT winge (flying o nixbture of P-40's, Furricanes, Soit-
iires, and Hulsons) and one Folich flight.s

LACGAT wam the most heterogereous element in the theater, and 1% flew
ap amazing collectlion of nlanes, Iis priuecipal lowor echelons were: the
PAT 242 Group which was commosed of two FEAF wings flying Soitfires,
Burriecanes, Beeufighters, Baltinores, Jellinytons, snd HEuvdsons: the 524
Fighter 'ing (Palermo Sector) with ome U. 5. Snitfire group and one
squadron of PAT Besuilgbtern; the Tunls Sector; and the Sousse Srsac'.‘ﬁm:'.4
Yhe disposition of the other elcments of Comstal was deternined largely
by the responslioility of that sir foree for defending allied territory and.
convoys over the vast stretches of land and water fron Jasablanca to

Bizerte, Henes, within Coastsl were the Alglers Seetor, Hone Sector,
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Oran Bector, Casablance Sector, and CAF Port Lyouter, CAF Blida, CAF
Tafaraoul end UAF Zone., These eleuents had in thex U, §., HAF, and TWF
souadrons and flew everything from P-39's to Swordfiches and from Spit-
fires to Walruscs., All of the U, S, squadrons were clements of XII Pighter
Commord. Swo other units completed the CAF line-un: a growp of P-30's
{U. 8.) used for patrolling offshore and a 2-24 grown ermmloyed in anti-~
gubmarine activity.

sorthvest African Wroon Carrier Comaand consisted of the 51st emd 524
Yroop Carrler Vinge. The forner wag composed of three U. S. groups fly-
ing C-47's ond C~53's and one RAF wing £fiying Albensrles and Halifaxes:
the letter was cormosed of four U, 8. groups with C-£47's. Troon Carrier's
norral jobs were to tranevort slrborne troops, tow gliders, move in suwwplies
znd equirment to forward arcas, and evecouate wounded. Vhen oxdered, it
vould transrort mersommel snd supolies in rear areas.

Horthwest Africen Air Service Oommend was a corbination of the origlnpal
RIL Air Force Service Commond (ZI1 A¥33) and the swovly ond maintensnce
clements of the EAT Tastern Alr Command, It eoordinated U, S. and ZAF
requirements in summly, aireraft repair and maintenance, sirfield con-
structlon, alreraft erection, and other service activities which were
needed by the oir arm.s Aselgned to 4ANC were one group of U, 8. 0-47'g
and one rixed sguadron of RaF O-47's and Hudsons, all vnder the opera- )
tionnl control of Hediierranean Alr Sransnort Service (MA1S),

FATS, under Brig, Gen. Robert A. kKauch, had been egtablighed in lay

and activated in July 3943, Ite functions were to contrel all iransnort
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ailreraft enpaged in the movenm " supnllies, personnel, and mail in
Yorth Afries north of 30° latitude, and to coordinste all schedules in-
volving sueh movement. On B July it bezon operatins, its vlanes flyine
regular schedules between Iorth African points. Some of HAIS' ajrcraft--
all of vhich were Cw47'gw~vers transrerred to 1% from LaaidC: the remainder
stayed under assignment to 1aASC but wers under the cperational control of
HAFS, XIL AF30 exercimed adminigtrative control over the new transport
gervice, and much of the administrative personnel which was assigned to
LATS vas drafted from AT aFac,®

lorthwest African Training Goumand (redegsigmated XII Air Fores
Iraining Command on 26 August 1943) consisted of ome U, 8. P-32 groun, %two
U. 8. A-36 souodrons, and two Trench sguadrons of ¥-33's, fThe commend had
boen orgonlzed primarily $o provide training in combat aireraft by exnerts
versed in tactical methods and nractices then in actuzl use at the front.
It also tzught pllots to fly new types of aireraft and nrevared for combat
those pilots with no omerational training, Presently, it was training
poth URBALY and FAF pilots mnd crews. The adminisirative structure of the
Training Command was firm, bub iis personnel--except for adéninisirators and
trainers--vag fluld because of a steady inflow of persommel to be trained
and & regullar outilow of wersomnsl vhose itraining was completed.7

forthwest African Pnoto Beconnailssance Ving was made up of the U, 8.
34 Group, which had in 1% one squedron each of 2-17's, F-4's, T-5's, and
30-14'g; one RAF Spitfire scundron; one SEAFP F-8 (losquito) squadron; and

one FAF F=% squadron. One growp of U, S, P-38's was scheduled for early
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arrival in the theater and for assigament to IAPRJ, Tairty more F-5's alse
were scheduled for shipment,a The P-38's wers varticularly deslred by
JaPR«, for thester ollots considered them as equal o, 1f not better than,
tae Spitfire larir-2 at 20,000 feet and ahove.g

Co 31 Avgust u44F had in it 5,895 RAF ond 4,215 U, 8, aircraft, a
total of 10,110 planes.lo These strensth Tigures, however, are mislead-
ing for they are by no neans o truc index of the fighting vower of WALF.
Frobably two-thirds of the RAT planes were nonoperational,ll which meant
that the PA¥ had only around 2,000 planes which could be used agalnst
the Axis, and thir reduced the totel WA4F strencth o about 6,200, Flgur-
ing 75 per cent serviceabllity the Allies had some 4,650 nlanes availanle,
Jat tuls figure also is misleading for it includes various types of air-
eraft at various stations all the way from Oasablancs and Gidraltar o
‘essina ond l=lta, many of which could not support an invasion of the main—
land. according to 23d B30V (Statizbtlcal Control ond Operasional Femort
Unlt), the fweli'th Air Force had only between 2,000 snd 2,100 operational
boubers, fighters, and transmhort nlanes ab the end of ;‘mgust.lz Probably
not more than 2,500 to 2,750 of UANF'g wlanes wero of the right trpe and
in the right nlace to be emloyed direectly in en invusion of Itzar.ly.l3 and
not rore then 3,500 could e counted on for service during the subsenuent
cr.e.lmr}ai.gn..1é

Ag to mersonnel, LAAF had in it on 31 Auguet 170,418 RAT and 97,020
USAAY persomnel, o totel of 267,438 ho&ies.lE’ Hovever, personnel fipgires

likowise have to e read closely, for they include thousands of bodies
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whose locabion and/or duty was such t ey could contrlbute omly in~

Girectly—-in some casges very indirectly--to an invagion of Italy =and a

folloving cemnalsn,

Cutline Plang for BAYUOWN and AVALANCH

It is unnecessary to follow ip detall the various stages bliroucn which
the over-all ploms for Ba¥YTOUL and AVALANCHE passed; it 1s enough to know
the detalls of the final nlens for each operation,

2ATIOWH was $o be essentially a sritich affeir, employlng the British
kighth Army, with alr cooperstion vrovided by the oredominantly British
Degert Air Force, Planning for this overztion was much ecacier than
planning for AVALAICHE, primarily because BAYROWE was 50 consist merely
of moving two divislons acrcss the narrow Strait of Messinn and landing
then in an ares where Axie defenses were believed to be weak, and secondarily,
pecause 1t was no problem to »rovide adequate air cooveration from near-by
Sieily. Uhe final plans called for one British division to land ab Gallico
and Catona end one Canadian division to land 2t Fegglo. 3oth lendings
were to be covered Dy artillery fire from ths !lessine sice of the strait
snd by naval fire., Alr cover would be furnished by DAY, The immediate
odjJectives of the Tipghth Army were Fegrio and the Toe alrfields; its ulti-
mate mission was to clear the Toe and sweev northuard for a Junction with
the right wing of AVALAWCHE and to fan out toward the east for a link-up
with other Brltich forces which weors %o be landed near Texanto bebueen
D plus 2 and D plus 7 in Operation GLEHOH,LE

Up to D minug 7 the Allied air forces were to pave the way for BAYYOUN
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by attocks on enemy sirfields with the osject of neuntralizing the G4AF.
From D minue 6 to D minus 1 the assault areas were to be isolated, enemy
moverents into then interdicted, and defense positions reduced. On the
night of I-1/D-day Troop Carrler would drop aircorue forces while night
fighters would cover the assault convoys, On D-day fighter cover over
the assoult areas would be furnished by DAT, and normal close alr action
oy Tactical Alr Force. Subsequent air operations would be the ususl ones
of wreveating the enemy alr forces from interfering effcctively with the
Zighth Armyr, of hitting Axis concentrotions, and of giving direct asels-
tance to the round .forces.l?

DAY would exereise omerationnl control over Uactical Bomber Torce
vander the dircetion of Tactlcal Alr Forece throusgh D-Gay. After TDedny
the greater wart of TBT was to be turned over to XII Lir Supnort Command
for use in AVATAICHZ, but the 47th Eombardment Groum (U. 8. A-20's) and
the 232 Ling (RLF Belitimores) would be retained by DTAT for coordimation
with the Zlghth Aroy as 1t moved up the Toe.la TAF, along with Hemd-
aouarters, Halts, would be responsivle for the protection of sny convoys
during AVALALCHD which rigut nove along the south and east comsts of
Sieily. 9

Deday for 3aY.0WH wae set for the earl) morning hours of 3 Semtenver,
The Oubline Plen for Cwaration AVALAL(HS ,20 prepared Dy the Fifth Army
nlemning steff, was published on 15 Ausust. 4 correcied version was issuned
on 26 August to meet chnnges in the stratesie situction. The plan, as
reviped, asgwmed that Italisn resistance would be amnroximotely thet en-

countersd durlng HUSKY and thae® Germany would be forced to eep the bulk

oy’ l;%l :’\
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of her sir and ground forces on the Russion front. It further assuaned
that BAYYOLL would be mounted. The plan called for an invasion of the
Italirn mainlond by two corms and by follow-up trosps that would bring the
totaﬁias,oooﬁ agninst encmy forces estimated ab 39,000 on Deday bub
canable of being inereased to more then 100,000 by D plus 3. The mission
of the Fifth Arny was bo selze Sslernc and the alrfield at lontecorvino
cnd then, driving inland, %o capbture the mort of Faples and secure the alr-
Tields near~by so that further offensive onerzitions ulght be carried out
{rom a flra bvase. The Smerican VI forps (Maj. Gen. Irnest J. Iawley
comzanding) and the Brisish 10 Corps™ (Lt. Gen. Sir Fickard I. Melreery),
sailing from Horthwest African ports, wouwld inisiate the invasion by simal-
tancous atbacts on the beaches soutn of Salerno on 9 Scotember, E-hour
beinz 0320.

The Catline Flan also provided for an irny floating reserve, consi sting
of two forees, Torce I had one reinforced reginmentsl combat team of the
U, 5. 45tk Divislon and wes to embark fron Sieily prepared to land on
D-dry over any of the wreviously assamited henches, TForce II consisted
of ome relnforced regimental combat team of the U, S. 824 iirvorne Division
vhich was %5 be preparcd to land on beaches not previously established. @

Follow-up itroops ineluded the bBalance of the 45%h Division, the 34th
Diviglon, the 18th Field Artillery Brigzade, the 1st or 26 Armored Divieion,
the 3é& Division, one imerican tan batielion (medium), and svoporting
troops. laintenancc for both coros was to be swmlied primarilr over the
beaches until the port of Yaples had been mads availcoble, although 10

Corps might count on receiving a small amount of cupnlics throush the nort

at Salerno. MA‘.
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The 10 Corpa (less Fangers and Commonfos) Uas to go ashors on three
nrineinal Deaches between FPleentino Creel: and the Sele River, the area
1yinzg five %o nine riles southeast of Salerno. %ne Zanzers wére tn land
at the town of llalori sud the Commondos at Vietri, The immedisbe objec-
tives of 10 Corps wers the port of Salerno (to be talen by the Commandos
moving down from Vietri), lontecorvine airfield, the immortant rail and
rozd ecenter of Zabilpaslia, and Ponte Sele on Highway 19 over the Sele
Eiver, Uhe Zangers were to advance aorth from llialori and selze the Mounb
di Chiwnzi and Nocera-Paganl passes between Salerno and MNamles., The
Comnandos were to seize Vietri and then move east to Salermo.

V1 Corps was to land on four beaches beswsen II Fiuwsarello and
Solofrone Creelr and just wost of the anclent village of Paegtun., Its
lmedlate objective was the high ground vwhich ran in an are from the Sele
River througsh Altavilla, Albenella, and Focen dlasnide to Uount Vesole

d lglieno. On the extreme right of the VI Corps the 14lst Regimental
Combat Zeam was to occuny ley points in the mountuin are from Mount Vesole
to Agropoll ai the southern end of the Gulf of Salermo. The dividing lina
between the two corps would be the Sele Hver,and the junction of the
forces was nlanned to tale place at Ponbe Sele.gé

Fhe naval plan,as entltled Jestern Naval Tag: Force Operation Flan
No. 743 (short title Awon/il), leid dowm the organization and missions
of the lestern I'aval Tasl: Force under Vice Adn. M. ¥, Hevitt, USs, The
Tasizt Force was comvosed of the Conirol Force, the Southern Tagr Force,

36

the Torthern Task Fores, and the Supnort Carrier Poree,” which, eolloc—

tively, were to transocort the assanlt troovs to their voints of debar-ation
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off the beaches and %o support thex by naval gunfire and carrier-hased
aircraft until they were firmly established on shore. The Control Force
included the flagshln (USS Apcon), = Picket Growp t0 sorsen the attack
forces from hostile surface elements, end o Diversion Grouo which was 1o
moke o felnt against the beaches northwest of ¥zoles to draw off enery
forces., The Southern Taglz Force was to carry VI Corpg to 1%sg beaches,
while the liorthern Task Forece was to transnort 10 Gornms., The Suoport
Carrier Force, coneisting of one carrier and four escort carriers, was to
supply the maximum practlcable fighter protectlon to the naval forces snd
to asslist the Sieily-based fighters of XI1 Air Support Comwend in control=

1ling the =iy over thoe beaches.

2fforts o Stremgthen HaAT

Plapning for the role of the air forces in AVALANOHY was a comnlicated
and difficult task., Kot only did the convoys hove to be orotected on their
long trip from several Yorth African ports but--and this was the grester
provlen--the assault beaches vere barely witnin range of Sioily-besed
fighters and wers within easy reach of Axig airfields around Taples and
Fogeia.

The distance from Salerno to Trapwmi was 226 miles, to Gerbini 224
miles, and to the Messina arez 173 miles. Fighter radius, incloding 10
minutes of combat, was ag follows: P-38, with one long-range tank, 3ED
milesi A-3G, with onme long-range tank, 200 miles; Suitfires, with one 9Q-
gallon tanlz, 180 mlles; P-39 and P-40, with one 75-gallon tan's, 150 mless

Banufiphter, 300 miles, The above fipures mzant that P-38's could rench
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the esspult benches and remaln ovor them for an average of one hour, that
4=36'c could stay for 32 minntes, and thot Spitfires could stay for 20
uinutes, P-3Y'sz ond P-20'e vere not able to reach the aren and retum
ond so could be used only for convoy duty near Sicily. ZDeaufizbiers,
operating from Gervini, could nmrovide protection at nignt over the beaches
ond the offshore siainping.m

In additlon to the Sicilisn ficlds fnere was some wossivilisy of using
the fields ab Regglo and Vibo Valentin on the Toe, respectively 184 and
152 mlles from Salerno.za Their use, however, comld not be coansidored im
planning becaunse tnere was no way to forecast the suceess of BAYW(OS,

Yhe distance which the fighters had to f1y in order o cover the
beaches created two potential bottlenecks. One was in the eupply of 90-
gallon tanze for the Spitflres. Doward the emd of nUSLY thers were only
840 of the tanks in the theater; but by the time AVALLICHE was launched
aaditionzal tanks hnd been shipped in, and fortunately during the operction
the commiiment of fighters was on o smaller senle than onyone couwlé have
anticipated., The other denyer was that there would not be enough airfilelds
to take care of the Enitfires, all of winlch had to operate from the lessina
area in Bieily. Forfumniely agein, fast vwork: by avictlon engineors in
prepnring fields and o czrefully planned schedule of operotions removed
bhnt danger.BQ

AYEQ's concern over the possibvility that it misht be diffiocult %o
nrovide adecuate fihter cover for the assault becauss of the distance
involved was lnereaced by the femr that there might not e enough borbers

and flghters on hand to nevtralize the enemr'e nir arn ond Aisyvmt his
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lines of commnicition. Fhig would be & bigge;w;‘:-&:b In Italy than it had
been in Yunisic or in Sleily, yet nothing would contribvute more %o the
prateetien of the asszult forces. TUnlfortunately, the lony snd sirenuous
Tunisiun compeism ond the intencive effort required duwring HUSIY had
thinced oul end worn dowvm hoth crevs znd planes, Generzal Jisenhower felt
that the best punrontes of success would be . temporary doubling of the
nurber of heavy bombers currently in the theater, for then the German sir
foree could be naralyzed and the German pround forces immobilized. On
58 July he sugsested to the GOS8 that if they would shift sov_aral growps of
2-17's from the Zighth Air Torece to the lleditervonean, letbting then operzte
ageinst Italy from ecrly swpust until a weelr after AVALLLCHYE had been
launclicd, that the chances of sbeccess would be prently enhanced, This
suggestion was refuged by the §0S on the ground that it “would seriously
impair the combined tomber offensive at a eritical veriod, #30

Tvo weeks laber General Tlsenhower asked that three P-32 grouns which
had been gent dovn from U and which had borbed Floesti in the grent raid
of L furust be left in the Nediterrenecon for ermloyrent against tarzets in
Italy. General Zavter, comucnding the Sighth Air Torce in U, protested,
saylng that the three grouns were his only exverienced 2-24 wnite snd that
he wanted then for blows agalnst the CAT before the advont of bad weather,
Genersl Arrold agreed wlth General Zeker, Genersl lisenhower then argued
that lthout the groups he Y"wonld be skating on very thin ice in AVALALCH., U
If the invasion were succeseful, he declzred, tho Allied Air Forces would
be nrovided with most fayorsble bases for the contimumtion of the air

offengive agninst Zurope,"but to have u feir chance to galn these baces
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we need thias strength at this time," He folt, too, that there was an
immediate need for the unlts because of the guslity =2nd cusntlty of German
grownd troops in Italy nnd beecause the Cermens were renortedly bringing in
an additional bomber growm. Lhe only war" to prevent concentration of Axis
forces would be by bomoin:. and the only way to keen down the Axie air
threat would be by hitting Italion eirfielde nrior to I~doy. If the three
grouns of B-24's were returned to the UE fron the Mediterranean, L34T
wovld have only four 2.17 grovns and iwo undersirength E-Z4 groups. Illore-
over, there were not enough rcolaceneunbds for the six groups, Ho ssy nothing
of the fact that the P-G8 niloets were nearlng ezhsustion, 2ir lUarchal
iedder and Genersl Speatz also were convinced that lors of the three grouns
would 2dd muck to the rigzs connected with AVALARCHE, &1

In splte of these argwaents General srnold returned the grotws to
UK on the grownd that the Highth had to destroy a prenonderance of the
Geraan fighter fecitorles before the onset of bad westher, He suggested
that the llediterranesn would receive an indlreet sumport frou the éeparied
groups as thelr oattacks would »ull Cerman fishter alreraft from the llediter-
raneon and thelr destructlion of Germsn Indusiries would be reflected in a
reduction of GAF defensive a’bili'by.zg

There hed been one other wossible way by which UAAT could increase
ite heavy bomber strength to ths nolnt where it could feel that it had
enough long~rimge offensive nireraft to gusrantee the neubralizing of the
eneny's alrfields and the disruntion of his lines of commuwnication. That

was by re-equiyning the medium groups in the lUediterranean thenter with
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B-17's. ‘The bombardment striizing mower of an alr force is measured in

terns of the welght of hombe which can be dropped on enenmy targets in a
given period of tlme. zixpressed mnthematically, striklng nover ig the
sustainoble number of sorties multlolied Dy the velght of bombds which can
be dropped per sortie. In the llediterranesn thenter, Guring the lele spring
cnd summer of 1943, B~l7's were drovplng 2,545 tons of borbs ner sortie
vkile B-25's were (ropplos only 1.305 and P-26's only 1.320; moreover, ouly
one-half of all B-17 misgions were escorted by flmmters, waile nine-tenthe
of all ¥-2¢ nmisslons had fighter escort. General Spantz khad come to the
conclugion that by re-equivping mogt of his mediom groups with Ioriresses
he would not only lnereass the sbrikins power of LAAT but would release
fighter aireralt for use in other types of onerations, and on 24 June he
had suggested to AC/AS, Plans at Headquerters, AAT that the chanrse-over

oe nede.

Flons studied the "desirablility, feasiollity and aceentabilityf of the
Spantz sugcestion and corme to the conclusion that the converslon and re-
equipping of five growms of mediums would effeet a delay in the ouild.wmw
progrem of the Zightin Alr Torce and thab the conversion would deprive the
sround. forces of needed tactical cooperation, On thils basis General
Snaatz! suguestion wes rejecthed. 3

deing uneble to bolster his heavy bomber strength, General idisennower
then aslted for the Loan of four groups of medium borbers from UL, out the
raqucat was turned dowm by General Ifarshal.l.g4 Tne final dlow to hopes
of an 1ncreage in alr strensth came a few days before the lexmching of
AVALANGH.Y vhen Genﬂrc.l Fisenkiower was inTormed that the USAAT would eond
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him no more P-38's untll Cectober, INALF especinlly needed #-33's as they

wore extremely volunble for long-rarvge fighter worlz, serving as coavoy
end bomber escort, covering assault areas, and glving cround cooperatlion.
The loes rabe (€0 in Angust and 24 in the week ending 5 September) already
exceeded the replacement rate, and less than 250 were currently amilafnle.ss
It began to anpear that Air FMarshal Tedder had had a clenr nichiure
of the strength that would be aveilable whon he informed General Spaatz
on 31 July that the air forces which he would have at his dlsvosel for
the mlanning end. execublon of future alr cperations wouwld have to come
ifrom the resources alreandy ;mrmanently allotted {0 your command. u36
Lovever, vefore the invasions vere launched TASF was to be ctrengthened
somevhat by the additien of several unlts from the iinth Alr Force.
Arvroval to snift theee unita hnd been requested oy General Iisenhouer
2arly in sugust and Ceneral llarshall had endorsed the plen on 7 August.
General Zisenhower, with the anproval of General 3rereton of the linth,
wae to set the time of the transfer. The only restrictloans on the snlft
were: first, that 1t was not to interfere with LILALVAVE (operations against
the Ploesti oil fields) and, second, thet some V. 8, troops would have to
remoln in the lliddle xnst to supnort the Aly Yrensvort Command, assict
the British, and handle intellig:ence.37
The nuwber of planes which could be made available to IAAT Dby the
Finth was increcsed eaxly in Ausust when 36 plenes znd crews from the
Zigath Alr Torce and 26 wlines and erews from the United Siates were sent
to the Uinth to te dlstriouted among ite five D-24 groups.ga

Iffective 22 Augtist the 57th, 79th, and 324th Fightor Grouns (P-4D'g)
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were transferred from the Iinth Alr Foree to AIl Air Suvport Oommend and
the 15th ard 340th Somb Grours (2-35's) to XII Bomber Command; effective
23 August the 316th Troom Carrier Groww (less the 37th Sauadron) went to
AI1 Troop Carrier Command. All of these uniteg, being imerican, thus came
under the direct administretive control of the Twelfth Air Force. In
addition to the avove unitc seven Alr Service Comunund unibe were trans-
ferred between 23 and 26 Avgust. In all, 1,300 officers and 7,u0u enlisted
men wereo trans:.‘arred..:ﬁg
General Zisenhower alse was able to ndd to his alr strengto by the
z8dition of severzl hundred gliders, He had decldsd as scon as AVaLAWOAN
had been orojected tiab he would empleoy alrborne troons in tue operation
and kad ordered the 824 Alrcorne Division returned from Siclly to Falrouan
{Tunisia)} for assembling, re-equippinpg,end troining. On 1 August ho ag:ed
for 320 Yoeo gliders (CG~4A's) ond 50 Horsa giders to be delivered ot
once, Lne request for the Vacos was nromptly aporoved by the O0S. fThe
request for the EBorsan was also soproved bub, as they had to be towed from
UL by PAT nlenes, further enprovel of the =ritish Air !dnistry was neceseary.
This was glven and the Horsas were roved (oithe llediterranenn by the AR
98  “Wing., The wing then stayed in toe theunbor, on loan, until Cctober
1943, %0
These additions gave LALT o total of some 700 acos and £0 Horsas,
vhica together were esrough to talte core of planued operations. Jut the
decision to wse large numbers of cirborne trcoms threatened to create a
rew vottlenecz: btranswort alrcraft to haul paratroovers and to tow gliders,
The botileneck never materislized, however, pertly because the BAF 38
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Wing wes avollsble, and narily because the final coniiiment of {ranswort

aircraft tobtaled only 318 planes, vwiaereas 365 were availa‘ble.é’l

e ilr Plan for sVALAICH:

The Qver~A1l Plcn. General Tlsenhower bhad stated that the plans for
AVALAGH. wonld not be albored whether he received addltional air atremgth
or 1101;;45g congsequently, JAA¥'s .5 section vrepared ite air plans long
before D-day, ocnd in berus of known avallaole alreroft. The broad tas:
assigned to UANF fell into four nain divisions:

1, Ho neuntrulize the eneny alr forces by cir hombardmens.

8. %o provide alr proitcetlon over the assuulit convoys, the
assaulss, =nd rubsequent operstions.

3. %o nrovent or effectively retnrd the movenent of eneny forces

into the nssauli ares, and assist the operbione by nlr zebion,

4, o tranmmort and drop alrborne troons sasazed in the

A

4
operavion.

In addition the alr forces were to nrovide:
1. Ths defenze of terirlitory alrendy held by the Allies.
2. Protection of liediterransan convoys.
3. Atitacks on Axls convosys ond naval unlss,
<, Antisubnarine reciumnolssance and strilzes.
5., ©Straterieal and tactileal wmhobogrzvhlie reconnalssance,
b, Alr-gea rescue,

7. Alr transnortation.‘%
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Strebaric Bombing. To carry oat the first snd third of the four major

MNEFRH=15

tagks, NA'P hed four B=l7 ~rouns, o B-24 grouns \on 16&n from the Linth
Air Pores), ninc squadrons of .ollingtouns, three aroups ol B-26's, and
fwa proags of B-25t's in Strabtesle Alr Foree, plus two zroups of B-25's in
Toeticsl Borber Forece., Jssuming e 75 per cenmt serviesability in a}l units
therc wore 346 hesvy day bombers, 383 mediwn doy bovbors, end 122 medium
night bombers--a grend total of 856 tombors for neutrelizing the xis air
forces snd isoleting the babtle a.z-c.aa.;"L~5

As m motter of fret Straterie had eiready cone a long wey toward
realizing these o objectives before the ond of the Bieilian canpeaisn
on 17 Aurust permitied it to throwr its enbtire welsht acninst the mainland
of Ttalve. I% hea been noted ebove theb begimnins on 4 Decomber 1942 the

“nth Alr Fores initlated © moderate bomblnz effort azainst Ttely in
support of the Deosert Cempairm, that l'alta<based plancs added to the effort
in Jemunery 1943 3Ath borbing cnd sbrafin~ abbecks on railrosds, stebions,
warshoises, ete., sud that the seale of thosc attack. slowly but steadily
inoreassd throurhout the winter and springy of 1943; it has also been noted
that on 4 April 1945 the Iwolfith dr Yoree joined in the atbrek on the
:ne:.:i.nla.mi.."1‘6 With the end of tho Tunisisn comapirn in mid~ley, Strategic
was ahle further to incresse its air ocmmpeaizn against Ibely, and while
these athacks basically were in preparstion for IFSEY they slso were
clearing the 'r;av for AVAEATCIIE snd BAEYTGH «

During ilay major air esssaults vere delivered ageinst Taranbo end
Regzio di Calabria (scross the 3trait from lessina), Civitevecchie (the
prineinel port bebween haples z:nd Lezhorn), Grosseto, Lido di Roma .P,/D,

~ P . ¥
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Capodichine A/D, Pouigliano 4/D (a few mlles from Japles), Fogela,

Leghorn, and linples. IZhe largest single mission was againet Leghorn with
92 Bwl7's bombing ite railroad yords, shivbuilding yards, and oil tanks.
Bovever, the heavient welght of bombs for the month fell on Fomila and
its wrinelnal alrdrome in four attacks by a total of 96 B-D4's and 94
B-1715,%7

During the first 10 days of Jure the heavies were busy with the job
of reducing Pontelleria, and the Italian painland enjoyed a commarative
resvlte from Allled bombers; but in the last two-tnirds of the month the
heavies and mediuns gave koy spots on the veninsuls a hard novnding. At
Swezla a battleshin, a cruiser, docks, and oil storage facllities were
damaged vhen 112 Tortresses wnloaded over the clty and lits harvor; Eeggio
and San Glovammi were kit by o total of 156 sorties; and Leghorn's indus—
trial area uas pounded with 261 tons of houbs drophed by 96 »-17's, Other
localities vhich received major assaulis were Taples, Grottaglie A/D
(near Taranto, on the Heel), Cancello (on the Tolturno, 25 miles zuove
llaples), Battipaglia (en imvortant road and rail center some 13 niles
southeast of Salerno), 3Bari, and Salerno. Buring the perfod the main
velght of Allied atbacks was directed against eneny bases and communiea-
tions, primarily to hinder the noveren’ of reinforcezents from Italy to
Slelly. This was esveeizlly true of the offorts of the Lwelfih Alr Force,
vhosa heavies carried oub 317 effectlve sorties and whose mediums flew
£66,48

During lay and June, lnlio-based Beanfightars and Scitfires continued

the systen of sweene wulch they had initiated in January, bombilns: ond
I ¥4
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strafing treing, railvay stations, pirfields, ete.

During July the heavies and mediumg of the Twelfbh and Iinbth Alr
Forces hit Itnly often and havd, concentrating their offorts ageinet air-
dromes and marshalling yardas, Some 48 major anttacks were made, totaling
more thon 3,000 sortles., The greatest single raid was on 19 July when
£00 3-17's, 2-84's and B-25's hit Bone's narshalliag yards (snd a near-by
airdroze) in a fine exhibiilon of nrecision vombing, The next largest
slngle asssult was agalnst Vanles, delivered by 35% heovies and mediums
of the Twolfth and Finth; mershalling yards, industrial aress, and fuel
installations were uit., On five otner oceaslons .janles wzs the target
tor atbacks, with considerable daumage resulting to her docks, ¥/Y's,
atoclts, and other military objectives. .he A/D at Vibo Talentia (um the
Toe from Fegzlo) recelved the third heaviest attock of the month, belng
ait By 123 mediums, and was bonbed on three other occzelons by heavies or
medluns, San Glovemni's N/Y, ferry slips, and railroads took the fourth
hardest single nounding when the fown was hit by more than 10V 3-171s.

In all, it wes vislted four tiaﬂes.so

Alrdrones vhich were bombed dwring July included Rezsio, (rotone,
Fozgla, Bari, Pomiglizno, !‘ontecorvino, Janodichine, Grossetto, favum
(20 miles north of I'mnles), Grottaglie, Aquino (ovetuveen laples and Eone),
and Vitervo (45 miles north of Rome). N/Y's ond railroads were hit o
Eeogeio, Fomeda, Snlerno, Botbtinaglia, Bologma, snd at several pointg on
the Toe. 61 Tne penk of Stratezic Alr Foree'ls bomblag effort wrior to the

epd of the Sicilian camprign came during the two-weelk perlod of 10-0¢ July.
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Thereafter, the effort fell off, the decline beins due in large measure o
wilot foatizsue. 62

Toword the end of July the alr forces set wp COperailon JAlHER for
the purpoge of destroying the air ferry service vhieh the Geraansg were
onersvin: vetween Sardinia and the Itallan mainland. Feguwlnr sweens were
curricd oub over $he Tyrrhenisn Sez, ZXesults of the operation were limited,
bowever, wm$il late in Septen‘bar.ss

Turing the first 17 days of Augunst abtacis wers continuved against
I/Y's and 4/D's, The }/T's at Bome reccived their second bombing. Fogoials
satellites and Viterbo were hit hard, as was Crotoms. Other targets in-
cluded Sapri (in the Toe, Gulf of Policastre}, Battinaglia, lUavles,
Grazcanise A/D (near lnples) and Regsleo,and other towns on the Toe, 4n
interssting develonment during the meriod was the berdimning of 2 series
of attocizs nealnst road and rail bridges, a procedure vhich in time would
vush the old standard operation zgainst IfT's inte the backgrownd. Iridges
ovor the Anpitole River (ot the narrowest part of ftae Toe) were attacked
siz times by s-2B's amd B-320'g, and a railrond oridpe at near-by Catanraro
was bombed, 7%

Thus, by the time the Sicilian coumaign cane to an ead boubers from
LAAF and the ifinth Alr Torce already had dropped asverwu) thousand tons of
bombs on ley cities, 1/T's, A/D's, harbors, bridges, and other installa—-
tions on the rainland, and the prosren of neubraliczing the Axis alr forces
and of cutting communications to the AVALALCHE-BAINOW! areas was well

wndor vay.

It i3, of course, impossiole to evaluabe the effect which the Allied
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bombing of cirfields, lines of commmnication, barbor facilities, shipning,

warebousss, mnd other installatlons during the Tunisiar and Sieilian
caspaisns had on the Axls military potential, ability to resist, and
morale at the time of the invasion of the Italien mainland, or to deter—
mine houw large a vart these prelimlnary bombinss ployed in the success of
AVALANCHS and 841T001, The damage inf:iicted by early bombings could
nave been renaired, so that an airfield wilch hnd been useless during

the 5iclllan campalsn migat ogain be .handlingg its normal complenent of
picnes when Allied troops went aghore at Saleorno, and & railwey line
vhich had been coanletely intordicted during July mipht be in fnl owera-
tlon by Septenber. IEub the effect of bombing is aliays cumulibive, ~ud
there 1 no doubt that the tons of demolitions and incendisries waich
fell on key spots on tho mninlsnd ootween ¢ Decemder 1942 and 17 Aurmst
1943 not only contributed heavily to the success of the Tunisian rnd
wleillan cormalgne but built wp u degree of destruction walen, uith tae
concentrated atiacizs that were 1nid on in the period between 18 Aucust
and the lounching of SAIT0W and AVALADUE, redused shorply the apvility
of the Germon Air Foree to interfere wiih tne invasions ane. limited the
reiniorcenznts and supvlies whicn the Axis could nove inbo southern Italy.
svery bomb which Yell on an Itallon target, mo mutter how many weelks
vefore the lnvasion, conirlouted something to redueing the Axls war ;
strengta and the norale of the Italians snd thus to the sucesss oi tac

invagion.,

Cover fox Somvoys, Asspvlbs, znd Desches. The second major task

e, et e e
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esslrned to the oir forces wus to provide alr protection over the aessauli
convoys, the assaults, and suwosequent operations. Protection for the
convoys from the time ther left the normal convoey routes was to ve the
rescongitility of Cosstel Alr Yorce (O2F) wp to the last light of D winusg
1, when the respongibility would pass to Toetieal sir Foree (Tﬂ‘).ﬁ‘a aw
would talte core of any AVALAUCHD convoy which might pass through the
Stralt of leseinc, Tor carrying out its sssisnment CAF had some BED alr-
craft, 372 of vhlch were RAY unltz attached from the Iliddle =ort and Indla,

=
and 149 of which were Tronch Alr Torce ﬁnits."'e

The nurber of nlanes was
more thon enough for the single joo of protecting the sosault convoyrs——
vt COAF bhed meny other taskhs to perform. It wes 'cfmrged with the defense
of Mlied terxitory, lncluding mirvorts, norts, citier, and nilitary in-
shbellabions; it watched over noral convoys: 1t conducted recozmalrseares
of enexy shltnlng; it ecarried on a constnnt oir var agalnst ixis submarines
ani snrface crafi; it was regronsibls for air-ges rescue for all Allied
alr units in the westera lediterranean, Its overstions extended from
Casablanca to Sicily and over thousands of squore miles of ocean., Further-
nore, & large mumber of its planes were Lypes such as Swordfishes, Dekotas,
alruses,and Albatrosses, none of which could be used for convey duty. 57
Gennral =lscuhower felt that CAT'g forces were lnadecuste for its several
tegks end etrengthened it by glving 1t a 2-24 entigubmarine gguedron
wileh had been opercting under the lavy at Port Lyaubey in French Eiorocco.58
It wes plerned thet on end after T-day 0AF would Te regvonsible for
shivnins to within 40 nilen of the benches, end that TA7 would be

resnoneiole beyond that nmoint., T4T plamned, unon taiing over from CAF
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the protection of the inshore convoys, to furnish cover by employing two
souadirons of F=38's and one ench of A-3Z6's and Enlitfires, »ius one of
Seafires, TFor example, eleoments of the let, l4th, and 834 Fighter Grouvs
(P-28's), on loan from Strategic, would kecp 4 alrcreft over the convoy
8t 21l timee from O¥00 to 1000, 8 elreralt from 10CO to 1300, 12 from
13CG0 to 1400, 20 from 1400 to 1500, 24 from 1500 to 1600, 28 from 1800 to
1700, 36 frem 1703 to 1800, 40 from LEQU to 1900, and 36 frex 1900 to
1950,

ZII Alr Supvort Coumand was glven the job of furnishing adequate air
cover for the asssult and for subscouent ground overstions. This was the
most Aiificult of all the tasis assigned tc the alr arm. The flalds closest
t0 the Falerno beaches were thoge around llessina and they were out of P-39
ond P40 rence and barely within ruange of Spitfires carrying SC-gnllon
tania, vhich meant that the job of protecting the lendings wouvld fall
woon HAAT's three grouns of P-3du's, two groups of 4-36's, one growp of
U. 8. Snitfires, and 18 squadrone of FAF Snitfires, with four squadrons
of Beauiighters handling the situation at night, The Cutiine Air rlan for
Operation AVALALULZ ectimated thet the r.35's would £1y two sortles each
per day, sbaylng over the assavlt area for one hour, and that each Spitfire
would 1y two sorfles, staring over the assault ares for 20 minutes, which
would give an averacze of 36 lend-boased aircraft constantly over the
veaches on P-dny. In addifion, 110 Seafires (from one lisht fleest carrier
and. four eccort carriers) would be available to nrovide fighter cover
anounting to a combinuous matrol of 22 aireraft during D-day and 11 to 16

sircraft on D mlus 1, This wounld glve 5 total of 88 planes over the
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becches ab all times during the daylight hours of D—-r.uay One groun of
Po3s's wag to ve egsoeeinlly trained to fly in darknegs so tkat it could
takte off before dawm znd roburn to base alter darls, and thereby provide
cover for the assanlt area during the first hour of dawn ard the last
bour of dusl:.so Petrol areas for the fighters were 1lald out as follows:

1. Capri-Salerno: Seaflres at 12,000-16,000 feet; P-38's at
10,000-14,C00 feoty A-Z6's at 5,000-7,000 Teat.

2, Acropoli-Fleelottz: P=35't at 10,000-14,000 feet.

4. Szlerno-Agromolis Spitfires at 16,000-20,000 feet; A-38's ab
5,000-7,000 feet, %

Assuming 75 ner cent serviceability in all wnits it was estimated
that the alr forees would have availeble for convoy and asseult cover
around 322 single-englne fighters, 206 twin-engine fipghters, 32 night
fignters, and 110 carrier-based Senfires, a itotal of 670 sireracs.52 she
pumber wes sufficlent for an ordinary operation but if the Gernan and
Itolian alr forces should react sharply the number misht well ve innde-
guate becnuse of the limlted time that each plane could onerate over the
beaches and becauce the length of the patrol wam certain to result in
early vilot fztigue. For there reasons 1t was recognl.ed from the begin-
ning that the first mnjor objective of the ground forces st ve !fontecor-
vino alrfield, three miles inlond, and that aviation engineeys would
bave to go ashore immediztely behind the grownd foreces for the purpose
of constructing landins strine in the Paestun aa.a:'zaa,.t3 Further, it was

plamed {assuming that llonlecorvino would be taken on I-daey or D nlus 1)

te fly in fighter squadrons as follows: N
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I-tey or D mlus 1t 3 sguedrons of S»oitfires (U.S.)

D plus 1 or Dwolus 2: 4 sgundroms of Spitfires (SAF) and
1/2 squadron of nishtfighters

D plus 2 or D wlus 31 4 squadrons of Snitflres (2i7)

D plus 3 or '.D plus 4: & sgusdrons of F-40's (U.8.)

Dyplus § or D plus 6: 6 sguadrons of A-3B'g (TJ.S.)&"E
\hen esbavlished aghore these unlis would be unéer the conbrol of the &4tn
Tlgnter lilng, XII 40,52

This build-up was to continue stendily after D plus 6, vprovided air-
fields were avallable-wwhica mennt, provided the Daples complew was in
Allied hunds--co that by D plus 28 (7 Cctober) it was planned to have on
the moirdend 36 squadrons of single-engine figaters, 7 gouadrons of light
vombers and fighter-bombers, 8 squadrons of mediunm bombere and B squadrons
of Coastal Alr Force wlaneg, a botal of L6 squadrons.aﬁ
Of grent irportance to ZII ASC in ite multiple joo of protecting

chipping and the becchen, coordinoting with the ground troovs, and direct-
ing alr recomnalssance was the decision to set w o fighter drector con-~
tral on shivboard. 'the USS ipeon, flasship for the commander ot the
western Noval Taslz Torece, was chogen ag the director vessel ror all land-
based fighter alrcraft in tho assawlt area., ilaj. Gen., Jdwin J. Fouse,
commanding JSI1 ASC, 3 officerc and 9 enlisted men of XII ASC, 1 officer
ond 2 enllsted men of ¥EF, 1 officer each from the 3lst and 354 Fighter
Groums, 20 enlisted men from the U27th Signal EBattallon, ¥ enlisted men

from the G4th Fighter Ving, and 2 IA¥ officers end 2 enlisted men were

to comorice the group whien wonld direct the figuters from the jnoon.
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ElS Hidepy, vith & officers and 3 enlisted men from XII ASCG, B4th Figater
wing, ond DAT, vould serve as the auxiliary figuter comtrol ship, with
U85 Bpmmel Chase asm gtandby, A8 soon ag fignter sqguadrons were based on
the mainlond, Genercl Eouse and ils conirol personunel would go ashore and
éiract subscquent fignter operations frem the headquarders of LI AZC,
wolch vould be established as close as nossiole to the headecvarters of
the Fifth Aruy. o0

Inasmuch as the wriumsry role of XII ASU would be to nrovide the
vaxizum security for shipping sand the beachos asaninst ailr atiacz, it was
exveched that very little zir effort for direct suowort of ground trooms
roving inlend would be avallaole until after the wrimary a2in had been
attained, However, the 111tk Observation Squadron wog vlaced upder the
control of XII Aol for recommnissance oota nlanved omd on eall, Tactiecal
reconralssance alreraft were to call the Jucop wille returning: from their
riegsione, ond dobniled interrogation resulits were to ve sent oy radio
from Neadquarters, XIL AbU (Eecr), in Sicily, to the Apcon after the plenes
had lended. Ground troops which found themselves in need of direet
sunport by fishters snd fighter-btomoers would sernd their requests for alr
assistance throush thelr dlvislopal hesdquarters, wnich wonld pass on
the request o Air Support Control, Hesdaquerters, ZII 433, Ymtiocles
were seb w in verious brigzndes and dlvisiong for the purnose of cormuni.-
eatlinz with the Anm.ﬁa

Alr-avy lisison was established by assizning three naval officers

from the Veciera nval Task Toree to XIL AS0, OQne officer trained P-51
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nilote in swotting procelure; the other two were to act on requests fron
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naval sources for fighter cover and c¢zlls for swmohting vlaneas.

Alxrborge Onerations. The fourth major tast of the alr foreces was to
tranmoort and drop vhatever slrbtorme troops Ceneral “isenhower night
decide to employ during and after tae assault nerlod. As soon as AVALAICHD
kad been nrijected, plana were made for drov-~ins one reginmenial combat
tean: (relnforced) of the 824 Alrborme Iivirlon north of Uanles for the
nurnoss of degiroying bridzes over the Toldurno hiver and otheryige
delaying enezny forses moving south, Subreaueantlr, it was to withdraw
alons high ground to tho southenst or toward Nanles for a junction with
the Tifth Jrmy.  The B24 had at once been moved from Sicily fo lalrouan
(Tunisiz) for re-eculvnins and trainin:, By 1 Senbewmber its anir misslon
bhod been mode slightly more arbitious: 1t was to land on the nicht of 8/9
Sentenber by glider and naratroon dron nezr the Vollbwrno, with the inten-
tion of ga2izing and defendiag the towm of Cumun nnd adjacent airfields,
as well os destroyins the nenr-by bridges over the Tolturno. Tor this
overation 157 O~{7'g and C~5L's und 157 Jaco gliders of the 5lst Troon
Carrier Wing snd 29 Cedr's and C-531s of the 524 iing wers to e ennloyed--—
& total of 247 alreraft and 157 ,2lders, Subseguent chrazes in nlans re-
sulted in the Blst Wing veiny cormitted for 137 alreraft and 137 Aiders
and the 526 \ing for LBL sireraft for onerations on end after Deday,’0

In prepcraivion for thewe operctlons the 5lst and 524 Uings initiated
rafredher courses in nicht formntion flying, glider braining, sud para-

chute infentry dronoing. Turing the last wee™: of Awrmnt the two wings

[ ]
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flew gpeecial training flights. ‘These were con-luct:@' el.ﬁ“ i11:'L,{:}11L‘6,‘“ohe eourses,

distances, dron zones {(U3's), landiny zones, and objectives simulating as

near as poszible the ores which wonld be encountersd during the sctual
AVALALCHY operation., TFor example, on 27 Ausust the 524 Uing flew froa
Honlrouan, through the Herpln corridor, around Pantelleria to Boufichea, to
Infideville, and then simulated droppinz the EQ0&th Farachute Infantry
Resiment on a selzeted DZ 2-1/2 miles southwest of Infidaville. On the
289th the 52d flev to llilia and returned throush the lionastir corridsr to
the 2. On both trins the crews were famlliarized with naval visual and
anral aids snd vith the employwent of Rebecca-Fureke (sround-sir communica-
tions)., On 28 and 31 Auzust the two wings held combined traisins exercises,
the latter trip beings o finel dress rehearcal for AVALLICH=, On tals
flight radar was employed, and use vas also made of three vuthfinder air-
crai‘t.7]‘

Ca 2 Scotember units of TCU bepan moving to stagiug eirflelds in
Sielly, and on & and 6 Septenber TO0 moved the combat echelon of the 824
Alroorne Division froa Xairousn to southorn Sieily. 2

Thue, well zhead of H-hour on Deday, uaal had commleted the necessury
plans and nrepurations for earrying out ites four maln tasizs of nenbraliszn-
ing the cneny alr forcea, rebardlanes or nreveantbing the movenont of Axis
forces ints the assault area, nroviding alr vrotectlon for the convoyre,
the asswulis, snd subsecuent swerations, and, finally, franscorbing and

dropnins alrcorne troops.

Besondery Aip Doerctions. WAL was also ready fo carry oud its half-
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dozen other taskzs ineident to o suecessfud AVALANCHI -AYTIOUWS, ‘%he majordty
of thege jobs were the responsibility of Coastal Alir Foree wiich was to
cefend the territory held by the Allies (exmcent on the eastexn coast of
Sicily vhere Deserd Alr Poree had the resoonsibility), to profcet the
normal ledlterrancan convoys, to atbtack Avis convoys and neval units (with
which job Strategic would assist when feasible), to carry out antisubnarine
reconnalgsance and strilres, oad to provide alr-sea rescue facilities,
All of these tasks had long besn the normal reswonsivility of Goastal,
and only In the matber of oclr-sen rescue was 1t necessary to make svwecial
nrovisions for {oastal's operabtlons during the 1nvasions.?3

The first stev tomrd taking care of the crews which might land in
the Tyrrhenian Sea bobween northern 3ieily nnd Salerno was to occumy several
small islands which lay north of the Sieilian coast and which could be
used as bases for navigationnl faellities, medieal susplies, resene
launches, ete. On 22 Ausust a gmall naval party took owver the two most
imvortant of these isglonds, Linari and Strom’noll.74 The next sten was to
inerease the size of fthe alr-sea communication and rescue organization
vhich was elready sot w» under the EAF 242 Grows, Ooastal Alr Force., As
finally woriked out, the plan wrovided that the Air-3ea fescue Control ab
Hendquarters, 243 Grow and bhe alr-sea rescue orgmnizations of the
Blzerte and Tunle Sectors would remain tha sane as hersiofora, and that
the followlns additionsl facilitles would be nrovided:’®

1. HI3 Aptwern, availadle D - 1 to D £ 3, operating in an area
vetween 3991 to 399307 1 and 13%°30' 1 to 14° I [I.e., in n pquare
located aboubt half-woy between Framani, 3icily, and Salernp/, with

VHY and medical facilities, and with wireless and POL for use by
resecue voate and dlanes,
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2. The Islond of Ustiea, 45 miles IITY of Palerno, with two
Controllers, VEF, navigational faeilities, a cabla to Palerno,
medienl suonlien, ete.

4, ne island of Salina, in tne Lipari Grouw, some 3D miles
-7 of the Milnzzo Peninsula [in ¥ Sieily/, with the sane facilities
ag Ustiea,

4, Hominr and landing faellitles at Cernini and Porizzo in Uv
Sieily.

5. A control-center for air-sen reseue in the AVALAVCOHE aren
at Palerno,

é. Hleven marine craft, twelve PBT's, Valruses and Vellinstons
for search and rescue, one sguadron of Bisleys for search and dinghy
drovning,
laa¥'s other jobs were to meet requirements for ailr tranencrtation,
other than for clrborne troopn, and to conduet strategieal and tactiesl
Tecounsissanca, Alr transportation wes the responsibility priazrily of
411 Air Yorce Service Commond. XII AFSC was resnonsible for the movewent
of all Alr Corps passengers and freight; it exercisecd a limited azmount of
adninistrative conirol over llediterranean 4ir Transport Service which,
since June 193, had handled the tramssovtation of all massengers and
Treignt not of Alr Corps origing snd it controlled the Terry Fllot Sexviece
waleh delivered zircraft to desots and combat units., Lhe sebtting uwp of
nieslong, vhether for ferrying or for the rmovexment by alr of passengers
ond freighi, was the resoonsibility of Torthitest Africon Adir Service
Commend, 76

In sddition to tho normal jous of moving vlenes, vassengers, and
freight it was exwected that specinl jobs would be required of the alr
tronsportatlon elements of USAYF ag & result of AVELAICLE, On 46 ausust
ATEY, onnounced thot fprovided the tactlcal situation will vermlt end alr-

erafi can be made available the following alr transsort services wlll be

ooerated® in support of the invasions:
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1. imergency service for the dropoing of suvplies by vorachubs.

1

=

8. Zmergency service rlor tihe delivery of suvnlies o an airfield
in WIGDSOOL [arcn of the <ATIOWN agsaulf).
3. ERegular service for the dellivory of ordnsnce stores.

4. Zvacuation of casualties.w

Tor earrying out thess coundtments, planes of the 29 squadrons of
Zroop Oarrisr Command znd the two U: 3, squndrons snd one RAT squacronm of
worthvest Africnn Alr Ssrvice Command would be avallanla. Zo facllitate
operations the G, Trogp Carrier Command, in eollavorsation with the AQD,
RAR 210 Growm, wns ordered to estabdlish an advance control szlonsside Head-
guarters, XL ASC for eoll Torward of transnort aireraft, arrangemsnits Tor
sighter wroteetion, and for hondling other motbors lncident to Troop
Garrier activities in the forward area,’®

Fhoto recomnoissance vwould be hundled vy toe Uortawest Africen Fnoho
Leconnalssonce Uing, eXcent for a small amount of tacticnl recomnaisrance
vhieh would be perforried by fue 112th Oopervabion Sguacron, assigmed so
III 480, LAPHW wos conrosed of the 34 Paoto Recomnaissance frowm (U. 8.)
vialek had in it soven squadrouns of aireraft. A new groun, the U. 8. Btn,
equipped vith P-33's, was sceneduled to arrive in Septeaber.‘{s Harg) had
been itaking vicbures of Italian citles, harcors, railroads, airdromes,
and other inmtallations sinece the days of the Yunlsion earpaisn., In June
gnd Jvl;r 1843 1%g plares hod flown 670 photogranede sorties, many of then
over Italy., In Augnagst it flew DZ¥ sorties (484 of whics were successful),

a majority; of whieh were over malnlend turgets, and tool: thousands of
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vertical and obliocue vhotogranhs. A vortion ol the vertieals, covering
the AVALAIGHE and AaY:0UN aresg, had been enlorged ror detailed study;
the low obligues had been annoisked snd made into i gehematie mav,

printed mmd ciatributed to units as far down the line as 'battali.ons.so

Alr Eervies Uommand. XRasie to eny olr force operation, and esneclally
importent in the launching of an invesion, 1s the worlk of the nlr service
commznd. XIL ATG0G suwonlied the U. 8. air force whith its garoline and

onibsy built, imoroved, and meintaincd its airfields; administered its
airdrones; nrovided revnlr and naintencnce for i1ts elreraft; ond kandled
ite Alr Corwe suwplies. It asgumbled the hundreds of revlocenwat fighter
aircraft vhich vere brought intos the theater on shirboard, Its srection
wointe pul torether the C8-44 pliders whlch would bo used during the in-
vagion, erecting BELD between the nlddle of May and 1 July 1945, and an
edcditionnl 218 during July and J.w:,"ast.Sl Tule was all nonconbat, bekind-
the-lire-of-serirmmee work, bub XIL 4560 was nlso scheduled to wnorticiooie
Girectly ip AVulADCHS, Dighteen offlcers tnd 194 enlistcd men of III sip
Service Arca Commmd (ome of the three lower echolong of 411 4FsC) exd
gobordinnte walys of Sipnel fJorps, Crdnsuce, and funrterncster Corog were
%0 move from Jicily ond lrxd on Iorth Seach on D-day, and <440 bodies and
57 vehicles from an engirecr vattalion, a caurterengier commony snd an
orinzsnce bonb dieswosal saquad vwere to move from yorth Africa and o ashore
immedls tcly behind the asesult trooms. These air zervice men vere to
conntruet termornry landins ebrinc, rencir lontecorvino sirfield, amé move
alr force suwmliec from the beaches to durms and from dumpme to airfields

so that the fly-in soundrons oi fighters would be able to omerate at the
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esrlicst nosslble moment. 3y D nlus Lb 1% was plamned to have some 3,500

air service troops ashore.az

last~linute Chonges in Alr Flans

By 1 Scmtesber, then, virtunlly all of the basie wlams for the role
to be played by the alr forces in AVADANCAL nad been commleted, and the
bulk of the nromaratlons necessary for the cerrying oub of the wlans had
been finished, Then, with aluoet dramatic suddemness, certaln of the olans
and preparaticns had to be changed.

The ohonges stenmed boelr to the mliddie of the sumer when [lussolini's
Taselot government had been qverthroxm. Thereafter, the povernnent of
Vhrshal Dadoglio began nating nlans for withdrawlng Italy from the war,
plang which vere hastened by the Allies'! conguest of Sieily; and in
Auust Allied and Italian revrcsenteblves began secrel nepgotistions for
an armistice end an Ifalian surrender. On 18 Avgust General Jisennower
was informed by the CCS that, with the amprovel of the ¥resident rnd the
Frime Mirdster, ke wns to gend one Americen and one Zritish officer to
Lisbo;z %0 rejgort to the ritick ombassador and to meet Coneral "G4 [Ceneral
Castellano, Italian ﬂmﬂ_ » General U0 would be given armistice terms.
General Disenhover was o declde the day and the howr on whilch the end of
hostilities wonlé be snnounced snd in effect: the Itallan government
would proclain the surrender Immediately after i% hed been zmnounced by

Generol “isenhower.8% 13, CGen. .nlter .o, Smith (U.3.), who was Genersl

Fisenkover's chief of staff, and Zrigadler I, V. Strong (Srit.) were
84 I

gent to Llshon,
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Progress of the negobtiations during the rerninder of Aupust led
General Lisenhower to the conclusion tunt in 213 vrobability an Allied-
Italion srristice wvould be eil;med before Y Septermber, Deday for AVALAICGHI,
and he began naking wreporstions for taking quick adventoce of a witia-
drawcl of Idaly fron: the war by a stroke designed to nelre the Fome aren,
fuen o stroke appeared necessary to the Allied Commender-in-Cnief for
several reasens, Ghe (erman cccumntion of Italy had become so strong as
to change materially the estimnbes on which AVALWUIUHS had been originally
plramed, Large Gerrmon reserves in northern Itely could be used aggrescsively
vhenever the Gerunn comander desired. Allied olr setion could deley the
miovements of such reserves oub could not completely maralyze comunica-
tions. The Italians were mora frightened of German stPensth and remrisals
than of the threat of Allied invasior or even of Allied Dbombing. GCher
were especially concerncd acoubt Fome and it appeared that they would anot
agree io an crmistices unlecs assured of heln in that area. It seemed
t0 Ziconhover thet it would be a good gamble to send one Allied division
into the Fome area begzuse the success of AVALAICHL might turn on ob-
taining enough Itallon help io delayr materially the movement of German
‘forces into southorn Italy.ss

Cn the basis of these condlitions Jencral Cisenliower decided to employ
one airborne divislon in the Rome sector, vrovided he could he sufficlently
aggured of the sood faith of the Italiasne. On 3 Sentember a short-term
armlstlice was sifned aii.sj;;cﬁéé,/ Siclly, by Genersl Smith for General

Iigenhover and Geperel Castellano for Marshal Eadoglio. Troop Carrier

Command vas lmmedintely notified that on the night of D-1/D-day it would
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operstion vwes given the code name MGIALT 11,156

Cn 8 Septewber, after several days of conversations with Genersl
Castellano, CGeneral Cisenhower cabled the (08 the latest status of his
plans for the invasion. BAYEC i, sirendy launched end moving shead according
to schefule, was to remein unchanged, AVALANGHY nlso was unchopged exceot
in the matter of employing nirborne troops, The 624 Division, originally
echeduled to be used in direct suovport of AVALLLCHZ By beiny dropned in
the Cavua area, would not be zo employed but ingtead would be drommed in

the Fonme arca on the night of D-1/D-day. She Itallens ,vho were preparing

-.,—1'
f

girfields st Guldonie, Littoris, Gerneteri,,and Sorbare (all in the Tome
comnlex) to recelve the iroop carrler planes and the paratroopers, would
wundertake Ho project the fields szalnst the Germons and would orovide
tremsportaticn, supplies, exbra ammmition, ete. "he tags of the 524 would
be to assist the Italians In wreventing o Gerzan occcumation of Roma.87

At 0200 hours on 7 Septerwer Brig. Gen. kaxwell D, .aylor of thse
52d and Jol., illino &, Gardiner of Troop Corvier lert Palorso for Fome
for the nurnoge of cormleting arranyecents Tor the execubion of GIalil IL,
In Fone the two officers speedlly Dbecame convinced that the mlssion would
meet with disaster: the Germins had built uwe thelr strensth in the Fome
arez and had sbtopped the flow of insoline and muniticons to the Itelian
troons; the Italions had overconitted thereelves snd were in no position
Yo render effectivec ald to the nirvorme troons or to suarantee the security
of the ai.::-:field.:;.e8 This information was ftrangmitted to Ceneral ‘lsenhower

on 8 fentembor, CLALI II was promotly cancele&.sg

i ¥ 1
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Thus on the eve of the launching of AVALLICHS 511 or the originsl
wlens were in effeet with one excention: there woulu be no drep of alr-
corne troops in the region of Capua Tor the purpose of sbtopoing the

sonthvard novenent of Germon reinforcements for the Salerno area.

air Qoerctions, 1§ Awgust-2 Septembor

walle prelinminary talks between ropresentatives of General Sisenhower
and lurshal Zadoglio rolotive to fae surrender of Ital; had been in
process, tnat ie, from 1i August to the signing of the armmistlice on
% Sentember, UAAF's Tactical Air Force had opersited on a very limited
eeale, Its vnibc were engeged in regrowoing, reorganizing, ana resting
in prevaration for the intensive owerations which would besin vhen BATLOVY
vas launched, %ois was narticul-rxly truve of the fighters and fishter-
bomvers,¥? Strateglc, however, had been busily ensaced in smashing
Itolian eitles, pord facllities, 1M/Y's, Af1's, rall and rood bridges.and
other instellations. The oudlire air vplan for AVALAIICHE amd the plan for
LA1R0VS hed provided that w to 2 Seotenuver Biratesle would atteclr eneny
airfields in southern ond centrel Itely with sufficient foree to prevent
gffective onild-un and with t2c object ol forcing the enemy to move his
slr wulis S0 more northerly flelds, thereby newtralizing the sxls alr
Torce as far as operations agninet JLTL0LT and JTALLIUWS were concerned,
«hen thig requirenent hnd been nmet the retwnining aveilnble air effort was

to be dirceied against eneny comamicatlons and other guitable tergets,

the abtoels belnge desi mned to retord toe movenent of reserves inte the
1

assoult arecs and to isolote the battlefia-lds.y
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Strategic’c stecd; atiools on Italian airdromes during the suumer

tad pub 1t in o position oy 18 August where it did not have to concen-
trate on airfields cub could divide its attacks bebtween that type ol ob-
Jective and communications focllities. 4is a nmatter or faet, Strategic
had already neufralized virtually all of the more importent sirfieclds in

g3 and

© couthern Italy wita the exeeptlon of Fogeds ond its sateliites;
from the end of the Sicilisn cowpaign to the launehing of oAYIOUN, almost
all of its mojor assaults were directed ~peinet 1fT's cnd railroed junc-
tions ard stotions., IfY's constituted sp unustally good trype of ¢communi-
cations tzrget in southern Italy. TFrom Inovles soutk there were only four
shops (one unjor and three miwnor) for repair and nnintenance of loeorotives,
end only 10 I/T's (exeluding Srindisl and Tecce,vhicn were of no immorbancs
in the strateglc situation;.g

The grezter part of the supnlies waleh supported the Axie forces in
southern Italy had $o come dovn the narrow _oob from the morthern part
of the neninsuls, woether they originated in the Po Valley--which contained
three-fourths of Italy's ixndustrial installations—-or in Geruany, In
woving down the Boot the suvnlies had to pass bthrough one or zore of
thres rallroad bottlenecdza: Rowme, Naples, and Fogsla. IF thoss points
could be smnshed the transportubion of Axls nen and materiel down the
Tyrrnenlan const to the Toe ond down the Adriatie const to the Hesl would
be seriousl, hendicapped, fThe }f/T's at Fome and 'asples kad already bsen
mt hord, but the /Y ot Fogmia, although 1t had been damaged, was still

In full omerniion. In order to coamlete the task of cubtting commmmicabiong

and at the scne tlae to lay the fouadotion for the job of isolating the
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two Dattlefields, Fogiz should be !mocked out snd the rail lines from
one to Yaples, Lanles to Fogglc, Uaples to Salermo, and $nlerno to the
Incten should be wrecksd, with sone ebbentlon being vald to o few ker
spots north of Ioms,
L gherted this final whuss of the preliminary bombing of Italy
on 18 Awmast uith an attoecl by mediums arninet the rail lines, ronds,
ond bridges of sncitola and Stelebtl nnd cormleted the phnse on 2 Sentexder
with a corlos of B-17 attaclks aspinst 1Y/ Y's ot Bolzamo, Bolosma, and
Prento and o 3-5> raid aeinst the Cancello /7T's.?% Durins these 16
days Ladk's U, 5, heavies flew olxont 1,007 sorties andi ite mediume (ooth
Svratesdc and Toctics)) flev cloge to 2.000.95
The meaviest attnek during the period wns direetel a—ninst Sogsin,
vileh was hit on 19 Angest by €45 tone of vombs drovned by 162 Foriresses
wnd 7L Liverators, the wmrinmary target beiny the railrocd junstion, and
bit agnin on that nignt (19/20 Auzust) by ellinstons, 4as a result of
these bonbings the lines to laples, Ilaniredonis, and _uri wers cub,
nunerous hits wvere scored on the !fT'c and on nearwb; Tretor:: buildings
ond tractzz, eongldernble domaze was inflieted on the locousotive and re-
nalr szoms and on rolling stock in the freight sidings, end the city's
elaetric sudstabtion was severel; damcged. Lhen the British ilgath Ay
entercd Forida on 23 Jentexsber it revorted thnt these two attac:s,
together Zlth lrter bombinge, kad teen "most effectivo, ¥ the danage sur-
paggine all enriier estimtes.%
The second hemviest atianck wa on Fles, delivered Wy 152 2-17's

on 31 Augost, 452 tons of bombs beins drommed on the 17/¥'s, an alrcraft

o
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factory, res vorks, ané other lndustrinl targets. ide-spread destructlon
wae eoused ond, in 2ddifion, the roailway linen o Leshorn and Vads were
cut,

Cther asjor attac’:s by heavies ver: nade agained %ulwon:., Terni,
Dologns, Comcello, ond Pescara, Sulmoma wns hit by 69 3-17's on 27
Anzust: she I/7T's and locompbive remalr shops vere severely doungeld, the

min line to Pesenrn wos bloeked, and st leagt two exnlosive storas vers
hlt, Ternl was atiacted by 76 2-17's on 28 Auguet, The damase to rolling
stock vas keavy and the llne to the steel worlis wes eub, The raid on
Pologne wis corried oubt by 7".!.' Tortresses ond regulted in the destruction
of warshouses, factorlan, muf rolling stock and darmase bo the Pedus-Tenice
rall line, Camcello was the target for 67 2-84's on 21 August, ths rail-
way station, air denob and !i/¥'s being hit., Fesearn was vislted by 45
Liveraters on 31 ,urmust; there was o heavy conceniration of hits on the
}f¥'s end direet hite on the stotion, engine sheds, and railuay bridge.

Sroller-seale attacks vere delivered by heavies egelnst Aversa mmd
Orte 1i/Y's, Taranto shimping snd !fT's, Sorl ond Tosria 1YY¥'s, ond the
sunply line throwgh the 3reaner Pass, The latter rald, 2 Sentecber, was
effective out of 2ll nrovortion to the nuiber of plzanes involved., Jwenbdy-
four B-17%s érovned their bombs on the bridge aecross the Eiver Issara,
destroylngy the bridge and blocking all traffic fron Ser.ony to Wrento,
and on the only other llne rumnins scwth $o llerans, eubbing it, On the
sane dny 12 other Zortresses cut the Treanto highway dridqe and the adjoin-
ing bridge over the Adige Hver,

Turing the nerioi tiie nisht elfort of Liverninrs and Falifaxes of

= = el

T
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PAF, !ddle Iant wers directed cralnst the 1Y/ ¥'s at Crotons. ZThese
attackzs were on o small se=le bub vere effectlive ln disrutinsg activity.

Tne more bthon 1,800 sorties flown durling the period by umedlums were,
110 thone of the heavies, directed prineinally asnlnst :f/'r's end indus-
trial ingtallations in their vieinity, The day nbbaciis were delivered
by SAT 3-15's and SAF ann WAT B-38's, 2nu the nisat attacks dy 3AF
velllnshon=, _

The heaviest of the attacks of the mediums against 1fT's was ab
£alerno, wihlch was vonbad on five different occasions by a toscl of 139
Vellingtons and 112 7, 8, mediumg. Torre Annmmziato's HfY's and steel
uorks finlshed tho period in second wlace, receiving three attacks dr a
totnl of 126 Wellinytons cnd B1 U, 8, mediurs, Uhe Zattipaglia !fV's
took the third hariest woundins, from 84 Jellingbons and 107 B-25's and
3-26's. Other !/Y's which wore Lit by more than 100 effective mediun
vorber sortles were Jversa, Bagnoll, Gancello, Caseriz, cnd villa ILiterno,
gll 1in tie lanles area; uvenevenito, nortasast of laples; Tarantos ond
Civitaveconia, %ihe ypards nt Cotanzare wnd Sapri, in the Toe, also wers
hit nard, -nd the YfT'c at Sogrla were bombed dy 52 ‘'ellinstons in &
follow-up to the severe B-17 raid of 19 Ausumast,

Yhere vere no lorge-secle lisht bomber atiacks on tue Axis lines of
comuunicstion during the period batueen tue end of the Sieilian czamaigm
end the orening of the Ibtalion cowmeign. The heaviest effort sagsinst any
ong tarpet ung the bombing of Lameszia rail and road junctlon, in the Toe,
by a total of 53 RAF and JAAT light bombers on Z7 and 38 Lugusih.

Lhe fighter-vomver effort for the vweried included bombing atiacks by
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U, §, &~36's on the rall and rozd junctions ab Gastrm.rlllari, Catanzaro,

Cosonza, Liessiro, Lamesla, and Sivari, the !I/'f's et Fellaro and 3mori,
and the town of Cetraro (all in the Toe), afbter bombins, the A-35's
usually strafed trains and tramsport vehicles. P-40's attacked bridges,
motor tronsmort (1/T's), and barracts in the Toe. At night, lalbta-baged
"'osguitoes bombed ond strafed tralns, road traffic, and railway stations
on & sxmll bubt hizhiy suecescful seale,

As a result of UA4F's attaezs on the ewemy's lines of communication,
wirieh bebween 17 Lfurust and 6 Sentember involved 4,419 soriies flown and
6,238 btona of bombe drvopped, Allied recomn-d sgance zireraft were avle to
renort on the eve of the laumnching of BAYLOWT that the lines were bloclked
ond all ralliny moveuent hed cecsed at Fisa, Sulmona, Cancellos, Avervss,

Benavento, Zozela, Salorno, Pagla, and Catonzaro, and that 2t Rome's
Iittorio 1Y/Y's nnd Battivaglia there was linited activity with rennirs
etill in orogreass., In addition, large quantities of rolling stoci: had
been destiroyed. 97

The constant and destructive atbtocks on the Axls raill coumunicntions
rorced the enewy to use more and mors rond btramsport into southern Italy.
+his not only vithirew transport vealelas from other swheres of seotivity
end vut ar addltional strain on fusl rescrves, but tae limliatlons of
road trangrort o compared with rail made the encay'’s problem of summly
inereasingly difficult.?B

A Witz on eneny alrflelds such ag had oreceded the Sicilian camalen
was not necessary as a wrelude to SAII0. and AVALALUHY, for the wvacic of

the Axis nir foreeg had already been broien., It was necessary only to

A,
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give the growp of fields around Fogeln a thoroush going over and to hit
again such clready daszged flelds as showed sigms of renewed setivity. On
25 fugast the Fogda commlex recelved u severe wounding., As a preliainary,
140 SAF P-38's came in on the deeh: and strafed grounded tdrersft :nd road
ane rail tronsportation in the srea, Then cans 186 B-l7's, escorted by
other Iigntninge, which dropped over 240 tons of 520-pourd G tomos and
20-pound fragmentatlion bombs in the conce of 30 minutes on satellites

Tog., 2, 4, 7, and 10, In addition %o wreaklng havoe anmon: tho sirfield
buildings, at least 47 alreralt were destroyed on the rrownd and 13
danng;ed.bg The only other attaecks by Zoriresses on enemy slrfields were
arainet the fighter base at Cuoun, hit oy 76 mlzneg, and the bomber base
at Viterbvo, aittacked by 35 alreraft. At both vlaces a number of enesy
nlones were destroyed or dameped on the ground ond at Viterve buildlaps
and rocilitizs suffered net dunage.

Heavies of the Liinth Alr Force got in one abttac: apainst airfields,
striling fard A/D; and BAF Halifaves from the Hlddle Iast flew a few
sorties agninzt Grotdtaglie A/D in the Heel, I!lediuvug made only one large-
scole attuer on an alrfield during the perioed, thnt being againgt the
ficater base at Graszanise by 73 U. §, 2-26's nnd 32 U, S. 3-2b's. Tdgat
eneny nireraft were desbroyed cnd two damnged., [:diumes zade & leasser
attack on 2 Ssntemoar vhen 12 2-25'z bombed Crotone alrfiald with good
results.

In zddition %o the two major objeoctives, lines of communication and
rirfields, LAAT's plenes pold soze attentlon to enemy shipwlng, Successes

vere far fewer than during tha Tunlisism and Siciliim coowalzns, as the
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eneny was no longer engoged in roinforeing outlying “ositions with the
excentlon of Corsieca ond Savdinia. Only one vesgzel wag claimed as sun:
(on 18 Ausmet, Dy 2-25's), but seven other vessels, roncing from tugs
o o destroyer, were revworted damsjed. Cne attrnelr wos mnde on a U-boat
and sevoral nigzii atiacize were carried out ngainet convoys, but uituous
nositive results.

Trhe Allied air attacl s descrived novove hod been delivered as & nro-
Tlminary to two separate and distinet invosione of the mainlond, ong,
tecause of the loeation of tho areas to ve asmaulted, the greater nortion
or the attacizs served to vwrepare the way simulianesusly for botn invasions.
dhus the smnshing of communieniion limes in and srouwnd lmnles and tha
battering of the airfields at Fogia were as vnlunole to 243047 as 6o
aValallOhe.  BHouever, it was n cessary in the wec: immedintely nreceding
~5120.0 to initinte a specinl series of attactn eralnat eneny posttions
in the vicinity of Regylo in order to raduce %o a ninimun the Aaollity of
the Axis to interfere with the landin~e in that area. These sbbacks were
in sceord with the provisions of the alr outline plan for SAYPO.N for the
period D minus 6 to D minus 1, which called for the nreventinz of or-
fanized movement witnin the area, the breakin: un and disorganizing of
such nllitary fornntions as mlght be discovered, and the rystemntic
reduction of fortifiecd positions rnd fun e:rplacerannts.log

This phate of the alr effort was hendled by escorted light baxibers
of TAT swnlenented on ocersions by W, 8, u-85's. Siplesl examles of
the offort Dedwecn 26 Lusust and B Scobteubver vere: the Dombing of sun
positions, particwlarly at Legsio, by 36 U, 8. 4~-20'fr ond 2/ 71T Rgstons
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on 26, 37, ond 27/28 august; en atiack on fortified nositions at San
Glovennl by 12 Ra¥ Zaltisores om the Butiyy and attaese on troop concen-
trations in the Zoe on 1 Scotember by 24 3AAT Bostons ané Baltisores, 24
EAF Sattimores, and 24 U. S. !Htehells.!® On 2 Septezvoer the scale of
attacs wag stenned uwn, ©he rost suceessiul afiacks were carried out by
45 U, 8§, Z-2bls, 24 BAAY Bostons, and 3% EAF Zaltirores on enemy Army
Headquarters at Fosarno amnd Orti (both in the woe); by 45 U. 8. A-20's
and ¥5 RAF and SAAR Bogtons and Saltimores on gun nositlons east of ZFegeios
and by 2 U, 6, snd SAsF Bostons on treoms ot 3own larina, 10

Che attacke arolnet objectives within the immediule vielnity of the
2AYEQLD csssult pren were on oo sunll geale: certainly there uwes no attemnt
ot gatursting the area, There wore two reasons for this: first, a rore
concentrated attoclr vouwld kove glven awey the exnet swot of which the
landings were to be rade; second, recomnsircance sml small-geale conmendo
raids Led discloned that the aren within vhich the Dighth Avey would
land wog wearly defcpded cnd hsnd & mindlmuz of forvifications and gun
;ositions.los It was betser for the .llies to kheew their Innding none a
pebber for Sods speculation thrn it wos to kuock cut the limited enery

defengces.

GrY, Seblvity, 1§ Awmeb-zZ Seplomger
Taring the woriod from 18 lumuast through 2 Scotouber the German Lir
Torce kazd not beer conslstently cefive. Its fighters nad offcred sose
strong opooslilon to ithe Toxbers rmd Llihters of Stratecic and Toebical

ae they swent over nsinland targets, rmd ite borbers had unlonded over
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several Allied targetz. Howevcr, the Cerocn Tighter reaction wags aliwys
ssotty to the point of belngs uanredictable, excent in the Jemles and
Fogeds oreas Ubore 1T was gererdlly strons and aggressive; and the
vomber effort was sporadic and usually on a small scale.

Irom 17 suguet through 50 August aireraft of PAF saw very few ensuy
nlones, and bthose that.uvere geen avoided contact. Uellingbons, owerabing
z% night, encommtercd no omnosition. Heavies and medivne on Gay nissions
met little opvosition execnt on the 19%h ond 20th. On the former date,
durinyg the atinel on Fogrlo, the first vave of heavies was cbtached by
70 to 75 veryr pegressive le-l0ule, IW~-1E0's, He-1l0's and 210's, =néd
Mo =3032's, of vhlch number 34 werc destroyed and nine nrobably de~troyed.
Tive 2-17's and ilarce P-38's were lost or nmiegsing., Une of the 2-17's was
degtroyed by alr-to-cir borbing., Whe second wave over the target an hour
later wes intercented Oy only three enenmy aireralt, COn the 20%h one heavy
end ono mediuwm nttaek on Cagserfa each net 15 to 20 enemy vnlenes wolch were
oniy mildly azgrescive ognlnst the bombers but were very agoressive amiret
the fighter escort. Losses on both sldes were smwll and avout equal, in
abbacls ppainst Deonevento on the snne doy encountwred 1L Yo 20 eneny
Planer, with lossern ngain talanced.

Yuring this veriod the GAF bober effort vas directed mpninst 3Slzerbe,
thich wvag hit on 17 and 18 iuguet, In each of tihsse rodds tho eneny came
over ithe target in two wowvcr, the firet contalrnins some 40 vleneg and the
second around 20. liost of the attackers were Ju-8.'s, arparently from the

Fogpic vmd Viterbs cormlexmes; the remalnder were lle-1ll's, asvarently




e xv.,w_.__. e <
l

AAFEH-1E

irom Salon in sountheyn Franee, In the two rzids one LUL was sunlz, one
freishter severely demsnged, two other emall vessels demaged, some oil
ingtallations dectrored, and 22 militery mergonmel were @illed and 715
vounded. German losses fotaled 14 wlenes, 4 to Jllled alrcraft and 10 to
44 fire 164
Taring the weelr of 21-27 August the princinal ensmy defensive fighter
effort continueld to te made in the Innles and FTogsla areas, esvecinlly
in the foxmer vhere the Axie geemed o have concentratcd the vest nilote,
Zven in theesc two "hot " sectors, however, the defencive effort was
neculiarly swobtty, owonrently becouse the enemy wvas unot oble to cope ade-
quately vith more then one bomber formztion uwt a time, For exervle, when
vediung attacked Villa Literro and near-oy Averss the first wave en-
countered only holf-heorted ovvosition from 12 to 15 fishters, vhereas
the second wuve was aggressively attacrzed by40 to B0 planes; again, heavier
over Corua were viporously asssulicd by sone &5 gireralt over a perloed
of 30 vimutes, but nedlura over ncur-by Grazzanise an hour later were en—
caged by only 10 %o 15 wnezrressive fighiters., However, twe attacks over
the Hanmles area on 22 anéd 26 August, both in multivle waves, nmeb with
severe owwosition, ench wave belns aggressively attacked by fron 25 to
£0 eneny plaones. Sindlarly, four formetions of bombers over Fogpdn on
28 Awmet vere sttacited by 80 to 100 planes, with some nir-fo-air bombirg,
South of the lemles-Torele sreoes Atllied asttacizs met little or no owno-
sition, excent ot Colerno on the 224 vhere mediwvms were heavily attocled
by & lorpe mixed formatlion of Axie ploues.

In the course of these and other attaclo between the 21t and 27%h,
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ALY Jogt some 40 planes to all tprs of en‘}#y ’ogpﬂ':osition, while destroy-
ing 102 and provobly destroyins 34 eneny planes in the alr.

Iuring the weelt the effort of the Axis boubers wos direeted largely
against Allied nmorts. Sovorel ralds were made on shipping and sainping
facilities abt Augusta by lle-109 fighter-bombers, usunlly four to eiiht
plenes nartieipating, bub except for the destruciion of one tanker,
dancge was wnioportent, On the 27th around 40 enemy nlcnes rnided
Aglers bubt eaused no dcmage. Ths only night raid of the period was
cgainst Palermo on 28 August vy 20 Ju-86's and o feow Do~-217's; two sub-~
chagers were sun:, a coagster was damoged,and miliifary easualties were
hezwy,

in an effort to wrotect his installntions zgninst attacks and also--
soparently-—vcenuse he foresew an invasion, the enemy made strenwous sffortsn
to vrevent Allled phote recopnsiscance, both his alrver. £t and his flat
belng excecdingly agereccive areinet the wlaneg of LAPE., 105

In the last week before FATNOWT was lounched, 1% uns evident that
the cneny hed concentrated his greatect fightor strensth, his best wilots,
and his heoviest AN defenses in the lmles aven. A nart of this increase
var at the exmenre of the Toe from vhiech 211 but a Ter fighters snd a
bandful of Ad had been withdrawn by the 281;11.106 Yhere wos nlso a decline
in Gerzon alr strenth in the Leel and in the Togris area as both bowbers
ard fighters were rioved farther north.

Allied plones over the lioples aren were penerally abtacked by from
20 to 70 sireraft, widch were usunlly sgeressive smé deterrined, Ae n

rule thege attacizs were dlreceted mostly oppinst fighter escorts, Domovers

.o
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which wenit unescorted into central and nerthcrn Itaely were abttacied on

some occaslions ond on others were left entirely slome. lio attechks were
made ageinst Allied nignt bomberes, tnd fighter-toubers ran into opwoeition
on only about half thelr sortics. ZIeconnalesance planes, on the conbrary,
vrere constantly nsroesed. It geened evident that the enany was relatively
whegereselve In tha defenge of his inetallatlong beosure bhlr alr arm hed
wveen denleted by heavy losses and becouse he was conserving hils alr
strength for employmert ngoinst an invasion.

Iuring the pericd from 28 Aususet taroush 2 Senterber the eneny rade
only a singsle heavy bombing attacl., TUhies came on 29 Asvrsust vhen more than
40 Ju~67's ond Ju-28's hit the horbor at Avcugia. Iamoge was slight.
Augusta wae also it by fighter-borbers on four occasions, while liessina
ené {atasnia each were ralded once. Little damnse resulted from any of
these attacks, ond In all of them the 4xis logt nine vlanes., Tour things
were reeponslble for the scareliy and wenkness of these attacks: first,
Allied borbing had driven the bulkr of the Axig bombers from the Hesl and
the Foggle complen to the safer fields in central ond northern Italy;
second, the illled force's Iishter and 54 defences of its key norts and
ingtallutions were highly effective; third, the Jxie had too few hombers
available to afford to risk the heovy losses thot night result fron a
largens:ca,le abtback; fourth, bhe Germon J.dr Sorce knd never adopted the
dmericen syrsten of concentration of cttact for ithe nurpose of gaturating
the objective,

Durine the laat fev days which nreceded the leomching of ZAYT0V.

the Awis sharply increansed its emmloyment ol recommaicsance nlanes. !ore

SONEETTITL

A Tt i, . —
v

. Ll e
w2 = e m e
. 5y s

-k -
e i _;@rﬁ% B L2l -

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




e i)
%ﬁ -J- b ik B ﬂ
AATTH-15 . S o e

&M&#Jﬁ*jﬁ%ﬁ_ , w p—_— %

-,
. eahm
use wag mnde of fegt fighber alvcraft for long-range redonnnlivtace than

at any nrevious tice in the thezier, Shese planes were hased mostly in
Sardinia, wvherc they were within renge of Allied activiiles. Counting
all types of alr reconnalgcance, the Axis sent oub from seven to 14 nlanes
each day. Snecinl attentlon was paid to Bizerto; tae Toe, Heel, ond
Sicily were well coversd; and nlanes were noted as far west ag Alriers,

In all types of aerial aebivity in the six doys beforoe BAYIOW the
411ies lost 36 nlones, vhile the Germonas and Italinmns lost around 125
destroyed and 40 wrohebly c’lestrayed.]'O? !

The entire meriod vetween the end of the Sieilian campalgn and the
lavnching of 2AYf{04. vas notable for the wexlmnesg of tae Axig' effort
arninst Allled convoys. On a few occosions fighter-vombers, ususlly
elgnt FU-1890'e, abbaciced shipping off the north snd engt comste of Siecily,
cnd tucre wero n few othier scabtored rolds over the western llediterraneasn
which were too wveuk and wnargressive to do much domnre. Tub there woo not
a single larpe~senle raid against shirming betireen the end of the Hieilian
gavnaisn and tho middle of October, 1OV

ine inablliit; of the ixlis olr arn to striize hervy bloves agelnst Allied
shipoing and its foilure fo vut wn an effective defense srainat illied
cortbers snd Fipshuers as they brttered Italian nirdromes, woriss, !/fY's,
and other insiallations indiented o stendily proving ven'mess. Fhe Gormon
and Itallan olr forces hrd lort hesvily 1n the Tunisizn and Sielllzn
cumnirng, In the last tvo weers of _urmuat Allied combers and filghters
kad kont v the attrition rate bl enootinyg dovn rome 2ED enemy nlanes,

nrobably destroying areurd 90, ana dmmnping more than 100 in alr battles,
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while another 250 had been wreeked on the pround by Allied bombing and
strafing of nlrdromes and londing grom:ls.ms ne cnewy woe further
eriprled oy damaging blove to bls sources of production, oll sumnlics,
cné lincs of commumieniion., %ie truth of the matter ves that by 1
Septeodber 1943 the Axis air arm in the ledlterranezn was no loncer the
roverivul and argressive foree thal it nnd been bags in the winter, nor
counld 1% exmect avnrcelable reinforcenrnts froo elther the lastern or
segtern fronts, unere the Iuftuaffe hio itz wonds full respectively wite
the Rugeicns ond vith the fllied bombers onerating out of i, .JAg a
wattor of fnet, the decline in the number of (AT vlones in the Hediterranean
irom arcurd 1,000 ut the exd of the Sicilion carminign to arovnd 800 on
1 Sentezver was due in poart to uldkdrawnle frown the llediterranean to the

aagelan snd estera I"I‘Oﬂts.llo +ith their air notential redueced to the

I
111 the bect taat the Germans in Italy

exbont of £0 to 1LD sortics ver day,
conld do 1ag to conserve their stren;iu in vlanes ard crews, giving sattle
only at indervnls and u.uen the occasion seemed vroowitious, and theren;

oe at fthe naximum possicle strength vhen tne time come to defend agninst
the Allied landings on the malinland, waica were so evidenily Ho Ve
axnected,

And the Zxir air =2rm on tne eve of S4rT0WU was ¢till a factor to be
recronad viitn., Tne eneny order of nattle, as of & Seniembor, showed o
tobal of 600 Geruon and S00 Italion alreraft of all tives (exclusive of
troining ploncs nnd noneoverationnl reserves), & prand toial of 1,500
operational alrcraft in Yialy, Tardinls, Jorsica, and gsouthern France.

The nrincipal Axig .strencth was In Italy south of 42° vhere the Gerwans hed
Bgmlrlni—'i!¥li‘_
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340 plenes, 100 of which were 1on";i'an‘~e bor‘bars, end the Italisns had 330,
or 45 per cent of the total strensbh. Gf these 670 planec, 380 were singzle-
engine fi“uterse. The planes in soubhcrn Ibaly were based meinly in the laples
end FPozgia oreas, the fizhbors end fighber-bombers being locebed in both com-
plexes ond tho long-ranze bozbers at Foggia. There was a smull close-support
foroe of sinsle-engine fichters end fijhter-berbers around Vibe Valentic end
Crotone, but the 'xis sir pobentiel in Apulie end Calebris had e Irecdy been
limited by Allied abbacks on airfields. In northern Itely the Germens hed
70 longz-renze borkeors and 5 bomber-recces snd the Itullems 300 planes of wll
types,  ebout helf of vwhich were sinéle-ongine fightors. In Sardinia the
Germana hed 60 sinnle~cnsine fishbors ond 10 tac~recco plsues, while bhe
Ttulicns hed 100 plemes of warious types. In couthern Frenee the Germans
od 0 lon~=ren~e snd borpodo bowbers ond 10 reconrnsissence bombers; the
Itelions hed no nlanes there. Jonwverssely, the Tialiens hed some 120 cosstsal-~
type plenes based or Corsica, wnile the Germens had no planes on the
:i.sls.r:td.l12

To no% o true plcturc of the Azxic eir stronsth 1t is necessory to
renexber bhat the Itallen sir fores, at best, wos & poor outfit. A large
nusber of its plones were oubt of dete, obsolescent if not obsolete. Ibs
best pllots had besn elimlneted in ths Dzsert cunpsi-n end eftor, and
its present flyers were not of aich quelity, were nob well triined, end,
in meny irsbances, were fer from erthusisstic. The Cermons could cound
on no more than 2 minime of help fror. the Itelizn Air E‘c:ree.113

Cn thu ovomin:y of 2 Septexber, thon, the Allizd forces in the
diterreneun vwere ready to lounel the Lirst assaulb asainst the Itallan
nainland., The duys of plemmin; were overe. The proliminary tadis of

softenin~ up the cnemy's defenses, neutrrlizing his nir arm, interdicbing
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his lines »f communication, sand igolating the baitle aras wero done,

In

the eastern Slcilinn harbors of Auvsusia, Cobonia, Soorminn, ond Werega
some 300 lenddns cralt were ready, leden with froocps, souiozment, and
sunolles ol the Lijhth Aruy, In the Strais of llessina naval *Essels:
turned moro than 135 suns, ranging fron four-inch to 15-inca, touard the
Itnlion “oe; nnd ovw-osite Reglo 410 field puns ond 120 medium guns of
the Eighth aroy vero rngsed to glve eovoring fire, 114 gnitfires of Pesert
Jr Poree, tonte filled snd guns loaded, <bood reedy to taiic off {0 cover
the lanaing: erafs, the ssgault troons, and tho beachss. The first Lllied

invasion of Hitler's ourope was aboud te vegin,
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Va2 TAULGRILG OF BATEOWI AND AVALALCHL
BATIOM, 3-0 Senbembex

Gromnd gnd Air Coeratiopa. In the early hours of 3 feptember, under -
eoTer of mavel bombardnent from the Strait and heavy artillery fire from
the Sieilian eonst, Sritish and Conedian trooms of the HAghth Army crossed
the Stroit of leseinn to the Calsorisn shore, arviving at 0430 hours. On
the risht o Canadicen inTuntry division landed at Fegrio, and on ihe left
o Britich inlantry divielon vent schore et Gallieo and Sotona. ITneny
opposition wns so wext as to Te uwnimmortant, n feuw lialian coastal trasms
vuttiag w o tolten reaistarce, and no mines or demolitlons wera eucountered.
The beachizends woro gpesdily secu:ceﬁ..l

Tighters and fighter-bombers of AT eovered the crossing and the
Landings, and at the scume time feve vrotoetion over the Auwsusta-Gaztania
are1, A total of 253 sorties were flown., <he enemyis air effort acainst
the invnsion forews was neglisible, and Allied sirernft encountered very
1ittle on~ositlon from fishters and sav no long-range vombers vhatewsr.
fme !e-108 and one reconrvaissonce Ju-38 wers the total bay in the battle
ares,

Turins the daoy 6L P=-401e dombed and strafed radar statlons atb rula
and Carbonsra. hen Geruen Fighter reinforcenents smpenred on the 4/D

at Coamilintello (east of Coscnza) the field was bonbed by 69 B-25's; &t

the sare timoe Fultimores abtacized Orobone airfiesld, To hamper the enem;'s

SEATIOTT

i
L (R g

—y

- L S LR AT

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




odigL v visiNng ﬁ

%

wmmﬁ_u Mmmza mva _.,L mﬁﬁ

- ILAITIG

i

42_

53K

.%...%\
>2.n.q Hlg ~
m .._ u 24 .._ <>4

VINIQdYS

HWnLsavy®
i
n:

_xxv

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958

qukn\wm. DTS

= W&&frn ATYLI 30 NOISYANI 745

@

: é\?
i —

®




ury RESERICIED

AAFRH-15 P'“ z‘ﬁvrz T
gr‘ iy Jsijuiiﬁ "

efforts at brlnging in reinforecements ond at the same time to interfere

with kis rebdreat, 1isht bombors and fighter-bombers suyent over the lower
nart of the Toe, bomblas and strafing gun wositions, convoyrs, rall and
road croefinag, bridzes, and troon concenbtrabtions, ond rreat as far norih
ag Caniglintollo-Gipes to shoot wm o large column of transmord vehicles,
Thirty-six 3A5 Posbons and Taltimores bonmbed 17/7's and bridges in and
aronnd Ooscnza.a
3y the afternoon of tho 3d the Zighata brd toren the Ligh prowmd back
of the beaches end duriny the day Zepspdo alrdroae end the toum of Gallieo
vere overrun, wae aroy was still encountering only sliht ownosition, the
main German forces in the sector not having been conbacbed or located.
It vas evident that the Gemaan Genzral Staff had realized that it coulld
not dignoge ite forces in such o way as o pravent landings on the Yoe, and
that from the beginning the eneny's plan of esmpoulgn was {0 organize his
forces in denth and, by the use of demoliitlonz and resr-guard sctions, to
slov fhe Allied advance northunrds os much as possi.ble.3 loreovere—mal-
thouga the .4llies wero not aware of thoe fact on 3 lenierber-~-the Germong
coparently hnd anticinated that the Allles would invode fthe mainland in
the Jonlegs arca ond were connerving the pulk of their troons to throv syminst
that c'.rgf)e:ez'.:sd;:v'.fcrn.4
Ag far ag the Allled oir forces were concerned, the day's activitlaes
in the Toe came $o an end vith en arned-recomnalssance fighter mission
vhich searched tho roads on the eneny side of the bomo line and sast uwn
several smell grows of vehicles., That nifht 23 henvy Dompers flew 16
effective portien amainet Crottagiie airfield.®

AT
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On the 4th and 5th the _Hghth Arsy made stendy nrogrers, being held
wy only by demollitions, Armned fishter recomasnissance flights revealed
that thers were still no land forces of enoush size to resist the Allied
advancae. 3y the end of the 5th the Elghth had raached & line Bagnara-
Bagaladi-Zova llarias, and 2,500 Italizn prisoners had been talten; but the
German forces still declined o Do drawn into o genulne battle,

Duriag these two days the Allied zir foreces, in spite of very limited
enciay adr sotivity and few tarcobs, menoged to atay busy., Oa the 4th in-
tenslive cover was wointained over convoys. TFTighbter notrols over the Strals
ensaed a nixed growo of 20 PIL1B0's snd Me-300'p and 202'r attempting to
attacr the beaches; when the Seltfires anproached, the ensny aircraft
Jettisoned thelr bombs cnd in the fignt which ensved soven Uc-202's were
Gestrofed, Lhe action ended enemy air activity for the day. Allled offen-
slve agly onerations were fentured by & roid by 24 ligat bombers on a
defcaded position near Sen Jtefano, in coordinntlon with a stecesefut
ground assault, Fifteen ¥. 8. A-35'g hindered enemy movemsnte by bombing
a road Junction at COabtnonzaro -rith rpod resulits, and 14 =ore atbaciced the
rozd net and rallwa;, stablon ot Gosenza. Other than these two olsslons
1ight and fighter bombers found po few good targets in tae Toe tha£ a
nuner of QAT 's plenes, held in readiness for call, vers not sent into
action, On the nirfht of .r/ 5 Senbenber o Qomanndo neriy wes landed at
sagnoara without encomberinsg any opnosition. Iaring: the nipht Axls air
effort requwined ne;lisivle:; o Dornler-217 was shot down over the Stralt,

vt no enemy cebivity over Siclly wos revorted,
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On the Bth, 24 U, 5, 2-20'g effostively bombed the roads and rail-
ways at Sriatico, out a bonser uttack on Gosenza was gbortive owing 6o
low clouds. sy the nipgat of the Lih the weather had begun to deteriorste,
with elouds over the Foe and roiln over the Sicllimn air bases. Few tar-
nebs were awvailaole for the lizht bombers, the only worth-unlle attacics
celng delivered b, A s:mll number of U, 8. A-20's and SAAT Baltinores
eoeingt troon conceniratlons nenr Tauresns snd Gloiosa, resseetively.
luring the two days LAAF's planes over the Toe sav nractleally no fighters,
snd reconraiscance showed that all airfiolds from which the onewy covld
efTectively onerate his figuters aemlnst 2llied troons had been evacuated.s

Iuring the 6th the ground foress advonced a little faster thon on
the three wreceding days, canturlng Folai and Gloia on the west coast and
thrusting eastuard to Cittanove. (inland from Falwi). Alr onerations in
the battle arcn, however, were on a conslderabl: reduced seale. There
vere fou good tar;ets; lov clowis prevented niiwtograviie reconnnisgance
of soverzl alrfields under consideration for attmer and lignt and median
poEDers were mot cnlled out; and there were no combabts with eneny
airerait,

The 7th sow emough increase ln 4llled bomber activity over the Ioe,
sovever, to Jjww to 1,011 the total sorties by fishters, fighter-haqbers,
znd lizht Dombers for the firast five daye of Ba¥TOU., Operations for
the day were initlated by Zittyhowis, two souadrons of which tourcd the
Toe; finding no sultavle bar_ets, tnew brougat bae - their bombe and
renorted thot iho area on the eneny side of the line Falwmi-0ittanova-

Zovallno-dlderno apueared deserted. The next mission was flown by 45

"““"H
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U, 5, A-"0's vaich ottackzed two gun poeitlons necr Xosarno, but ‘a nro-
Jected coordinated ground atizck dld not moterislize. Whe remainder of
the bomber effort during the doy wos dirceted rgminst lines of comommica-
tlon to the morth of the babttle zone. OCrotonme X/T's were attacked by 36
2-25's vitu excellent repultn; the north ené of Cotantaroe was bonbed oy
24 Boltlzores, the ouoject deine to cause road blocke; mnd the Preplaazcce
eres woz Dodbed Dy &6 U, 3, 3-28Ts, the road and railway belng eut and a
oridoe probably destroryed, Heavier sttacls were made on the road and rail
oridges at Soori which felt the weifrt of 153 tong dropned by 106 2.06'e,
znd on the road med ot Laurla walch was bombad oy 32 2-25's with 50 tons
of explosives. Turing the nig et 13 Gyremulea-based heavies of the Uinth
Alr Torce attacked the landin: rrouvnds ot landurin sne Som rameraszio,
Heanvhile, the ground troops continuved to move rapidly north, the
pdvance belny aceglerated during the early morning of the £th vhen o
Iritich Wwrl cde vos landed juct north of £lzzo, on the west coast. She
landing met vith no immediute ground oppositlon but provoized an cnomy air

reaction on

o

sunll secle, e standing SHltfire patrol over the beacnes
cngaged two formations of IWL1B80 fishter-vombvars vithout resulis. Loter
in the nmorning, as ground oncratlons develoned, zir sunport was reaussted
to deal vith heav)” moriar ond gun positions whieon vere acelling the now
oridrehend; tvo ggundrone of FKittrhaw:s deali. roushly and effectivoly
vith thess centers at reglstonee. As the day advanced, recorncissance
found sinc thot the encay vas evacunting the Cabnnsare area. Two
soundrons of Kitsyhovizgs enrried out bomving attacka on resreating

venlcles, and intensive strafing, narticularly by U. B. #=40's, was

continued until nightfall, m
P
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Turigz the 4.7 (she Bth) rediums delivered severzl sherp atiscks

P‘

on lines of communicatlions on the Toe cnd 3all, These had = dunl wurnose:
to lnterfere with thoe movement of the eneny's ground troops vhich were
wulling out of the Yoe and the Catonzaro area, 2nd Yo provent reinforce-
ments {ro. noving in to opoose the ranidly advencing Zivhth Army, Thirty-
ix B-56's unloaded 54 tons of Tombs on the Trebleacce bridres, cutting
or damoging three of thenx., litechells zlso wenit for the Lourle rozd nst,
as they hnd done on the wreceding day, 83 ol then drowming <8 toms., 7The
heaviest atbuck of the dny vas agclnat the road and reil bridses at Soori
there 108 B-Z8's unlonded 184 tons of denolitions, half destroying one
vridge and eubvingy rall lines ond rosds. These atiacis, vhile tasiecnlly
In guomort of the .l,ath Army, were indirectly in swoport of AVaLalli.w,
&3 they word direeted czlnst o tronescortotion tottleneciz on the west
coast TDetwecn the Inster and he falerro area throush which enemr troonna
poving north would hrve to ;nass.a
By the ond of & Scnterber, then, the “ighth lrmy vwar sworosching

Catanwaro, ot whleh molnt 1t yould leave the nnrrovr Toe snd move into
the broader Inll 1hoere rovenaent would be lesg restricted. The _Hshth
wvas ahead of rekeduleo; thot fact, nlue the continued cisence of any
genuing oprosition Wy Gernnn sround ond cir forces, nade it smvarent

that the dritish vould contimme to move north ot good sweed, thue sivin:
cegurence that the Fifth Arpy--then en roube to the Zalerne beschefie

could expect to 1iwz wn 1ith the Forces on the Toe At 2n earlier dote

thon hed Deen honed for vhen the tvo invesions hnd Veen plormed,

e

o GomeeETIAL

T e ey —
| r LA vl X
* + ;}T e

i . -

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




%PESGARA

P
;

“{ORTO!‘ A

s
RN
N

Te A

p-

SOUTHUIRN ITALY
Principal Roads
and Airfields

Roads
Airfields

i

(X}

o

BM.

l + . ~ Ny
Avezzangf o T \\ ATESSA ﬁusm‘ e ﬂ (.: R
. AN i et
- W STy - . L
5 : Y r :ﬁu:mu P
h T - [ -;_‘—-*“-——*—’-\:“‘5
i el 7 £ . -
) - v ' . ]; 1
t * ~ tl‘q{t +
'a\‘ . - /‘:4:! a'_
c ol sISERNIA , ¢ e A
ot - S A B
= Lacassino aomno; +CASTELNUOVA PR St B
%f e S T T - $FOSGIA Auﬁ safbuites | .
Lateg K ’ X I
. N ' [ - i\_ T N
N Y. _..-J“ R . aHaRi] 2T SRl . -
— v + - : [ b a L, [
: N Tk — ARIANO IRFINO - VE Mgien T WE
. ;Qr:i»"'} b iy -~ i - LI T .h’;;évq o e
- $E ~= «DENEVENTO Trel Ty EET e ey
. SR écmGELLO ‘.‘*hrcnsanu" e ! \:\T’cﬁm‘-“ S
SRR S e NS T g ! BT
. : o TEDEN ix‘wamcﬁmuf . , . . ;RN L
‘ R ﬁop’i - 4AVELLINO ‘ ) \*},_ X
K ‘ oy, s lx}i’omsumo _ . S ALTAMURA N
- . 15‘”{'“,:} ‘K::SRPEH.\ _QNQGERA H . NOOE G‘lom ; i
A AR YORRE T 1, = . :
Lo ’-:?'f!ﬁ,_lzmu SALERNO POTENZA -~ : S
S DIMONTEGORVING o 4— . v
: . .. - ‘ - - * -BROTTAGLIE
CGAPRE e sh i (FBOH! aulerTa <X
SPRIRT -~ T\ : ~ +eGORLETO s
) s R RN R SN T 0
: DA A \ siLa o Sl
" ”J,w;fg‘ » ;}: \cousn.ma \ . 3
_& - i’,‘:‘
TLw

THIS PAGE Declassmed IAW EO12958



WP TTe a4 -
Vo T ETINE & 3 LLE8
LATEI-15 @%;» N, 93
) 3 1
Operafions by Biraderdic. “hile the onerabions on the Yoe vere in

nroyress, bbab is, cetveen the carly :.1or§11ng: of the 34 and the night of
the 8th of Semteudber, heovies and mediume of LAAF bad continued to emech
cneny oirfields, lines of cowmrunieation, and other militory oojectives,
vith by for the grecter mortion of the bormbs bein_ dromred on airdroues
£pd londing grounde, porticularly thoge in the Ioples end JTogsio aress. The
cttueke vere primarily designed to noutralize the Axis alr arm, in cecord-
snee with the Cubline ;ir Flan for Operation AVALLICH.', which nrovided
that from I minus 7 to D minus 1 day cnd nlgat zttnelze on oceupied sir-
rields vere to e intensified, portlevlarly crrinst the fields vithin
renge of the Jalerao neroult aren, "$he intention belny not only to force
the enemy alr forces to evecuate the wirficlds, bub Ho .cle the latter
unuseble for the nmeriod of the assault overatlons.® Although these attacks
vere desigmed as a prelude o AVTalulddud, they also afforded strong suonort
to SATYOUI, as thoy served to vrevent any concentrotion of enmery aireraft
vithin rem e of that onsrotion. )

Yor the greater mart of the peried from 3 to 8 ZSeptorber the heavics
oand nedivms had to coutend vith bad veatiher, bub in solte of this ther
carrled out their assigmrments apsressively and with a high degrec of success.
Ihis fincd wre-dAWLalOHD Blitz got wnder way on the nisht of d/é Sentember
ivhen 7L Vellim:bons dropned 136 tons of Dowbs on Camun ond Jomodichine
eirfields in the Janles erea. Fhotogruphic reconnslssince showed that
soth fields vere srntercd and severe dumsge was done to hansors and other
ingtallations; atb Coouvs eignt airersft were destroyed on the growmd, On

the 4th 19 2-17'c dGrommed 45,6 tong on Terracin~ alrfield (vetween Lanles

% il
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and Fore), and P-3L's successfully strafed the lo. 1 satellite of the

AATFE-LD

Grazzamise fighter base and the Ventotene Ielrnd radar station, the latber
located west of lanles and Ischia. Durins the night of 4/5 Sevtexber
(racganise vue again visited, this time by 79 Vellingtons which dropned
138.5 bons., Resulbs vere excellent, the Gamage inflicted including the
destruction of an emmurition durm. On the Eth the weather vorsened, but
in spito of it CGrazzenise toolz & third beating vhen 103 2-56'c and 5O
£-35's unloaded 180 tons of GF and fraguentation bowbs, destroying ot
leant eeven nlemes ond Gnzvging 18 end rendering the satellite--according
to recomnaissance--unservicezble. Uhe railrond brid¢ge, btrocis, and roads
at linturze (nortPuest of Uswles) were hit by F4 B~-20's. The day efforts
on the Sth wero complebed vhen 1%3 Z-17's nlascbered Viterbo 4/D with 180
tons, destroyiny or deraging 18 alreralt on the yround znd leaving the
figld comoletely uwnservicenble, Tunt nisht 48 Vellinstons abtacked Villa
Literro i?/’f's with 8L toms, tihis bein;z the first of three occasions
votween 2 end © Bevtember when wi8iF's Uelllnstons doviuted from their
nroproam of hitting the enemy's air:t‘ielas.g

Cn the 6th the madn fighter fields arcund moles again wbsorbed a
severe hrunering. Grazzanise was hit by 85 2-28's, the Do, 1 lnnding
ground beirs the chief target; Caoun was slugged by 112 3-35's; and
Ceoodichino toolt 40 tone, dropoed by 18 B-17's. :ad weather kent &1
Portresses frow hitting Poudglicro.

43 8 rosult of the series of alr ottaclis on fields in the Yanleg area

there were only sonll, borely usable string avallable to the eneny at
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Grazganise ané CGonodichino on the eve of the leunching of AVALALCIY,

shile the fileld st fopus was coowletely useless, The only irmortant field
in the Salerno geator, l'ontecorvino, was not attacked, the omission bveins
in aeccordunce with the Alr Flon whick wighed the field left unecathed so
thet it could ve ocewmied nnd ubtilized by the Allies ab the ecrliest
poselble moment after the londings ot Yalerno.

“he 6%h also iitnesged severcl sorll abiacits on enewy sumly lines.
Iine E-1r's vieited Villa Ilterno M/Y‘s, dropping thelr bomns througss
noler in ithe elouds, .Jleven Fortressce atiacked the harcer at Gaeta,
valle o lesser effort was dlrected arsinet the Ninburno [f¥'s, That
nigzht 48 Jellingtons drorped 82 tons on tine !/¥'s ot sattivegllc, the
princiral corstunicntions center back of the Balurno beaches. ihe sorewlat
senttered nature of these attecks along the west const was nrescrited not
only for the purpose of hitting a voariety of suooly points oub nlsc to
kkegn the Cermane in the dnrk ag to the exaet goot ab thico the coming in-
vaglon would iale wlace.

vhe full daylirht effort of ..A0AY on the 7PHh (exclusive of a series
of attucizs on oijectives bclow Talerno, waleh have been digcussed atove,
vae direeied agcinet tho importont fighter nnd Ju-88 boses in the Zosoia
eormnlex. Three atboelis wers earried oui, all by Z-17's: 23 against the
Tortorella lexdings rround, 68 amninst Togrda (o, 1, and 31 ogainet Tog-in
To. 2. The 124 bombers drovmed more thrn 150 tons of emmlosives, in-
rMebing consliderable Gaunge on the fields and destroyine 10 eneny
aircraft on the ground. However, dispersal Ireilities wvero anoerently

so good thet logeen were relatively ernll, ond tre Avis boriver force in

ol % .llgé-l
. xﬂ\g‘vm Wﬁmﬂ‘q
SARRLRIE SIS R L b Ay

+ - -t
L ! "

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958 -




D e s

ALREH-15 oz

the comnlex wne stlll strong enough to operate on a falrly extecnsive
gezie. '’ On the night of 7/8 Viterbo airfirome uas attacted by 46 of
VASAT's Vellingbons, these mediums dropving $2 tons of bombs, and the
letamonto IIfY's and targetc in the Seanzansza area (voth on tne Insten)
wers bomded By 18 U. 3. B-2u's,

2dr attacte duwring the doy of the 8th (ageln exclusive of tae large-
gecle attaclks by mediums souih of Salerno) were limited to two. Ons wus
by 41 B-24's of the Vinth alr Force on the alrfiuld at Yogmia b, 2, ihe
otoer was a roasaing blow dy 130 2-17's againet the toun of Treseati, 15
rilesc southeast of Eome, waere the headquorters of the Qerman High Cormend
was undorstood to be located. In tae rald 64 x 2,600-1v., 6¢ x 1,6u0-1b.,
end 1,172 x £00-1b, bombs were dronped., The 339 tons destrored nanr
tuildinrss and dld exbensive demoge throusaout the town; it vas revorted

vy the Axis radic that ¥ield larshal Zesselring nimself marrouliy escaned

»

d,eath.ll

Cn the nisat of 5/9, as the convoys carrylng the Tifth Army's inveslon
worces neared tuc Leasnes below Jdalermo, USiaT and F5Y mediwus earried
out & scries of moderately large attacizs against three grouvs of onjec-
tlves. One of these, bases and roasds hemdling enemy sunnlies and rein-
iorcements in the interior, vaos wtincikzed by 4% 2-051g, tne speeific
objectives beln;: in ond orouwnd ulebta, avellino, ond Zotenna. %he second
grova of tarpebs wus of Tormin ond Gaeta, voth loeated alon - the Gulf of
Caeta iiere an Allied invnsion was o girong nogsivility, 2na at Torlo on

Ischia Icland, west of lnmles, There targets were attneed in mart

‘-&ﬁ 5 le_ . l“\*—'
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becouse they were eneny shinplns bases, but primerlily as a "cover? o the
reel londines, TFive Jelllnzteons dropped L0 fons on Forila, six dronpwed 12
tons on Forio, ond four dromped 8 ftons on Gmebn., The third grows of

torsets consioted of the tun vwrineipal cenbers of enemy transportation in
the AVADAICHE aren, Fatbtinaglia and Zsoli, fThe :YfY¥'n at the former were
atiacked by 37 Vellingtonsg vwihich droepmed 36 tong of bowba; the rallron
Junetion nt tue Ilotter by 42 Velllngbons which unloaded an ecuwal tonnnge.
Iamrge to roell lines, ronds, ond rolling stoct was severe. inece were
the final JAET efforts on the zminland in wresvcration for AVALXCOnu,

In addition to the hneavy and nmediuag atbaele deseribed nusve, TAT snd
SAAT 1Lyt bombers of TAT vere active between the nlghte of 4/5 ond 8/9
beptenuer, flylag 58 effective sortles agninst the 1fY¥'s at sltcuura,
Zotbipglia, Zenevonbo, and lletaponbo, and an equsl numver ol sorbtles in
attacis on roll and rond juretions and trangport ve.leles ot Juwlebia,
Lvellino, Zottinsglie, tLconevento, Comon, .2.c"aanonto ind rotenma, Of husse
gitackzs the ones on 3nbtinnglic anu Coown were dircetly in prenaration
oy &WiluIOhZs thoge against llelaponte emd Jltarure ecrved og diversionary
attachy for AV.L.liluy althouch they vere on benalf of the Mth sy and
were in prenaration for o wrojectol lundine of Zritigh forces at Taronto,
on tho Jecl (Cperation GIBEDX), whies wes a Tollow-uw to —ATTOW; and
thoge ab suletta, Avelllno, renevento, and Potensn-—uecanse of the inland
noesltion os those ploecs-—-tere of volue tc operantlonc on fie 4“oe ag *ell
ag to the coning operntlons nt Unlerno nnd at Garunto., L

whe Lir Plan had envisloned o wosrible need for ottoclie on tie eneuy'rs

Cordinlan cirdields ino order to mrotect the left flan: of tne Snilcrno-
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nound convors., GSke necd faullcd to materinlime, By 27 Ly ust puaoto
reconnal sacnce had revealed thnt the Inmding grouwnds ut slmes, Copoterra,
and longerrato, all in tho southorn hnalf of the iglond, haé been rencered
wservicesdle oy the enemy, cad thot the unin Gerrim fignter bases aprar-
ently vere nt Alghere/Tertilin smo OsicrifCuiliveni in tne north and wers
ceiny used meinly to wroteet Axig shipping in toot sechbor., Iurther indi-
cation o1 the decline in imporiance of Sardizia as a base of operations
for the eneny's sir forces wos found in 211licd reports on the mwbaer of
plones stationed on tihe islornd, fThese reporits suowed a stealy decreaece
wkich, beginning before the ond of the Sleilion enmupal:n (Saring which

A 1liad dombers hod glven Sardinian nmorts and airfields o nurber of hard
ooundinss), vas accelerated dumring the threes weelss before AVALANCUY, Chus,
on 13 Ausmst there wers an indleoted 115 14T s2nd €0 04T vlnnes on the
islond (total 195); om 27 Ausmst thore -rexe 85 1AY emd 75 GAF nlrxerafi
(tosal 162): and on 10 Scntenwsr there were 70 §.F mlanes on "Sordinis

d Sorsic: rnd an undebsrminsd namber of IAY planes vhlch hed Deen selzed
by the fermons after Italy's surrender had beon smnounced on the 8th,

As a rosult of the veduction of the cneny's streanpth on Joxrdinis and
hig removul to the morth of vant wlanes wers left, -dal” found it necesssry
10 bowb only one area on she islond, Fobillonls londlngs srowad, worth of
Tillieidro (morthrest of Casliari), wiieh wos atiacizad on ihe 5tk, Ti4,
and 3th of 3Jenteober by o total of croumd 112 P-iD yvighber-bonmbers, uhe
planes uroveel A0-pound ITogs cnd strafed -ircrodt wnd dargets of

r,

13
onnortunisy,
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Another L&AF netivity durlng the veriod involved Mnlakelling, M

avery nilrht ellln:tone carrlied oub such oweratlons, dronilng over 3,000,000
leaflete ond 40,000 ponters over eities in Jorgiesn, Jardinian, and Lerthern

14
Italy.

chegy Adr Aotivitr, oetwoen 3 and 3 Sewbenber lnclusive the eneny's
2ir efforxs was on n reduced geale from what it hind been in oreceding
veelzs,  Seltinge into conslderiilon the fact that sorroximately 50 missions
of Allied heavies pnd medivne were flown during the weriod, nosilr over
centrnl Italy the Axis air defence como.rs exbrrordlnerily wost, for 04
of tho BD misslons erw no enony figabers whetsoever, 10 saw fisrters
uiileh plthouwrs in o mosition to atbeel; did not enrape the bombersg, ~nd
only 14 werec ensaped by the eneny, Aglnst the 16 niieslons viich were
attacizd the AT flevw somes 200 defueasiv: sorbics, bub the sttacizs on 2ll
ezeent three of the misslons were woali, nwnnzeressive, npd on o smdl se=le,
Tre wisglons waiech encountered heawy and agmresslve oopogition were the
two nbbtac'zs on the Togele ingballations on 7 wnd o Szotecber and bhe
etiacic on Irnzccti on the &5%h, The first formatlon over Zopuisa on the
Tth wns not attaciked out the second forsation wns assalled vefore, during
ol after the o0:d ran by soas 45 fighters of nixed typog in o deternined
otiac’: which losted for 80 minutes, She third formction encomnbered 15
fightore, some of vhich fired rocket-iyne chells, In snilbe of these enewy
efTorts, hovever, thc Lllicd mluncs cloimed 0 cnea; ~irexalt destrozed

to the loss of one Noritress., The attoer en Tog ia on the 8th by B-34'¢

galled wo sore 320 Y9 40 enomy fisdhbers, dub mpedn the sxis suffercd
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heavily--loging 13 oircraft vithout ghooting down a single Liberator.
Over Frageatl the unescorbed 2-17's were jummed by aromnd 80 airesaft
Lilch attac’ted ogeressively: bob 28 hostiles were shot down to the loss
of ons Tortress to flak,ld

Offensivaly, the eneny curriced out only one attacl:‘ of .i.mportance,
aminst ¥lcarte =nd Tarryville harvors on tho lote evenlns of the 6th,
Thares waves of Ju-~03's and He-lll's, ench unve conclsiiag of coout 15 air-
craft, cnsge owver the tarzets. CSlve of the roaiders vere destroyed by
Allied nirhtfighters ond four Dy flez. The chief downce inflicted uus
the firingm of o pebrol dump.

A few sonllescale flshter-bomver atiacks vers carrled out in the
llessins area, bub these did no dam:x_ge.le

It uas evideat that the eneny was contiaving his moliey of eonserv-
ing bils rir sbrength walch, clibwousl oadly deoloted, was still canaole
of rendsring voluable service in the critlcal days zhead. 2ut in the
wrocoees he saffered hoavily, both on the ground wnd in the air, In the
weell walel precededl the lundinge at 3alerano the axis loet some Y3 nlunes
destroyed, 15 nrodably destroyed, and 25 darcoged in scerizl combat, %o
these 140 nlones must be 2dded mnother 40 which were destroyed or dnnrrted
on the zround by Allied bormvers and fizhtern., JSeoinst the toial Axis
loas of pmuradlmnitely 180 cireraft, the Allics lost (destroyed, nmissins,
and damoesed) around 70 vlones. On the ground the eneny's ingtallsationsg

were hit by almost £,000 btons of bombe whica cratered loméing sirins and

taximys and stioshed snd burned oud hompoars ond shons ot the alrfields

in the lnples and Foswmia avens, severzly dameged I/¥'s, railumy stations,
TP bm et ;\L
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rall lines, road Juncilons, nni vridzes essential to the eneny's omera-
tlong, and dlgrunted the lines of comunieqtion lending to the Solerno
ares and the Jghth Arw sector,

fae 4,000 ftons drowned by Allled planes vere orly the Final and in-
tensive effort, for vetween 1 Anril and 8 Sentember 1943 lLuif's planes
dunped 12,864 tons of bowdbs on targets on the mainlemd of Italy: 10,565
tong on zallroads, bridses, and hishveys; 5,077 tons or cirdromes and
landing grounds; 1,870 tons on porbs and vases; 1,060 tons on $roous and
sun posltions; snd 191 tons on industrisl targets. Since the end of the
Bicilian carmpnign alone some 10,000 tons of bombs had been drommed on
Italy, and the Axis h'f*.d logt (destroyed, nwrobobly destroyed, and dazmged)
on the ground and in the air mors then 8GO aircruft.17 3ven on the sez
the Axis could not hold its own orainst the Allics, desnite the foet that
Allied shipping was on & large scale and vos operatlne on the onen sen
vhereas Axis shlpping was on o s21l scale and was lorgely coastal.
Setween the odddle of ‘mst cnd 2 Jeplewbrr the eneny had 4 of his shins
sunk, 4 nrovably sun-, end 27 damnged by A111led plonans, while the Jllies

had only 6 ships sunlt by eneny clreraft ~nd submarines, wlthourh its
vassels traveled 843,000 shin miles during the 'neriod.ls
The situntlon on the evening of 8 Sentexber, thexn, was this:
#4Y¥E0.% had beon successfully launched and the Eighth Army had renched
the Zall and was continuing o nove steadily north; J5il's wlenes hed not

only covered the BAYWIL landings end the operations vhich followed, bub

had emoshed or winmed dovm the yrenbter oart of the Axls ulr forces which

m—~— e o
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were uvlthin rench of 3alorno snd had geriously disrunied the lines of
cormminntion leadin: from ecentral Italy and the Toe into the :alerno
area; and the AVALALCGHY comvoys, under theo proteciion of L3A¥'s Coastal

4ir Force, were approaching the beaches between Selerno and Paesbum.

AVATALSH.S, 2-11 Septenmber

L-Iay. %he more than 600 men-of-war, btranssorts, and landing craft
allotted to AVALALCHL sailed in Lo Gifferent convoys from six terminsl
ports at varying times frou D sinus & to D minus 1. The majority of the
ships of tho Southern Attac: Force soiled from Oran and alglers and of
the Torthera Abtocl Force fronm Sizerte azd Tripoli; botu forees were
joined on D minug 1 by" londing ships and eroft vhien sortied from Paleras
and Ternini., The various elements of the invnsion fleet cane together
norta of FPnlormo, Sieily, on D minms I,

Durieg the trip there were no ewnslion tactlcs, the comvoys rumning
a stralght course wader the vwatehrul eyes of alrerast of LaCiF and
snerienn and British warshipa, ILV of Paloxzo o navimtional fix wo
rede on tue 1slund of Usties. 3y duss of D minus 1 (& Sentomber) the con-
voys were ia wosltlon, hod devloyed, and had started their anmwrooches at
o noint some BO miles west of the beaches.

Us to 2302 hours of D minus 2 the convoys bad enjoyedl smooth sailingy,
the weather volung goold, @nd had not veen subjected to o single raid by
enexy alreraft. Dud on the night of D ninns 2 and the aftormoon of D ninus
1 they were attacized five tlmes. all of tias atbtacics were on o sanll scale,
Lie first ccxme ot 2330 hours on D nminus 2 when enemy torpedo bonbers nade
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Tour runs bub without damnsing the convey. The vombers aooarently came
fron southorn France., Rue other four rnids were during the oftermoon
of D ainus 1, the first two (by five ond elght F/=-120's, damcging an LOT
ond siniing o British LOY, and the lagt tws (by eix and three boubers)
doins no domnge desoita the ommloyuent of rocket bozbs. Cne enewy air-
ceraft was shoi dm-m.lg
Just nt the end of this series of Axis annoyances the Allicd forges
wero elcetrivied by an announcencnt by General disenhouer st 1830 hours
on 8 Bontexber toot mn arwdistice hod been signed between the 4llles ond
the Italisn Jovernment. larshal Dodoglio had wanted to postnone the
sansuncenont but Cencral .iscmhower bed refused, ana ot 1945 hours <ndoglic
carried out Iig wort of the agresrent by nrocloiming the cessation of
hoctilities.m Pre nevws in no way chenged the AVALLNG.S plans., It may,
Lovover, hove hod a slightly cdverse effect on the troons who wenit ashore
in the first woves lass.auen as mony of then anite logically emveebed a
virtually wioppmosed proucrnde and were not mgrchologleslly rendy for the
strong German reaction vkich they encowntered. Cerxrtainly the nous did
not uwset the Germvas,vho obviously Lad been anbicinating a defection on
the nart of their wonl~kneed vartner sns were preocyed to onpposs tne
Allies uithout assictnnee from tne Itmliane, The prineipal ofifect of
cho aunnouncement sesms to have baen to inerease the olresdy heavy burden
velng borne br &iaF.  Ailied planes vere ordercd to treat Itallsn planes
ag friendly wnless tuwey tooll or threntened to talze hogtile azotion--—a
procedurs thot i, nb coslly hove glven an initinl alvontase to German or

Fasclst wilots fiying Italion alreraft. This nobential dan er was nade
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crestor by the fact thot the IAR ung ordered io fly ite airoraft to Allled

a *

bases in Sieily ond Jorth Africa and to glve moveient wriority to Germon-
trne nlnnes.gl Gonatal Alr Toree, moreover, acoulred en extra duby: thal
of helwnin: to escort the dozens of Itslion varsidins whlew already were
en roube from thelr stablons to Allied norts.zg
. Sebwesn 2000 and 2400 hours on the ovening of D miaws 1 the conveys,
as thery uoved townrd the olffshore moints viere tho troons would enoari,
vere subjected to & nev series of olr ralds, Trom 2015 to 2205 chiwns of
the Tarthern Abtac: Sorce werc renentedly atbtacked by small grouws of
torpedo bombers. Ono Lidr uvng hit, vut the domd failed to exnlode. 3Saveral
ghivs suifTered nenr rissen. Five of gix Ju-BL's wvere siot down by AL fire.
wuring the obtaclze radlo silence was droien so that the speon could tele
ovor control of the nigat fighbers, ond ot 2206 planes of ..404% anjecred
end the raids ccased. Troxm Z10D to 2450 the southorn couvoys were on
the recelving end of t'o hewvy cnd Tive light otdacln, Coe 1Y was hid
sad there were some eogw.lbics. Five eneay plones vere believed shotb

2
dovn by risat figators.

A nevigntional Wiz on Cupri cud o Dright moom alded the shins as taoer
noved into thelr finnl nositions, bub rdne flelds ano the resorted
nrescnce of esasbal bobiterics oné rallway artilicr, luland asout & alle
. fron the boaches Toreed the troomsulps 4o drop oncuor szac 12 miles ofr-
shoro. line guesaers irmmedintelrr cesman 0 onon rmna for entrance to tue
vay. I 0320 (H-wour) oll assoult troons nnd necessary venleles vere en

-
route to the beaches,

¥y

Retween 2400 and (530 taere were no abbacia b enesy olanes. Ia
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Tact, the entire area froa falorsno to Paestum was sugnicionslyr quiet,

the silence being Droken only In the north vhere Eritish mavel units

were firlng in preparctlon for the landir: of 10 Corps., Dut the quiet

vas soon Glspelled, for as the troops comronched the venckern the Germang
rrecued them in inglish over a public zddrecs syasten with the ucrds:

"Core on in cnd give uvn., Ve bave you covered! = Irmiediately, the cnemy
owened with ertillery, wrchine guns, and mortars, his Tire strikirg all
the way fron the beaches to the transport loverins points cnd exuaslng

some frimne anv conslderoble confusnion amons the londing craft., Yoverthe-
lese, tke troops hit tho veoches, soilled sshore, ~nd bersn working indand.,

By doylight the acerult forces of Vi Corns vere aporoscling thelr
scheduled objectives bub were gtill short of them, Thae 10 Corns, on the
north, wos also woving inlond vub was nmeetlrg bitter renistance. On the
left Tlar: the Fon -ers had lended wnoweoscd ob laiorl, secursd the beneh-
hend, end noved north tounrd the mounbtuin nasses bebween Snlcrno and
Fommeil, Zetuecn lalori and falcrne the Cozmondes ren into mlnor onrosi-
tlon at VieSrdl vut soon elindp: $ed it,

Turing D-coy the pround troons nade limited tub steady wrogress in-
land. VI Cores me% its nrincipal owposition from ob lenst four growss of
tanxs which chtoelcd the Deneches, one grovs winrin,, down the 1dlgh
Infentry during moet of the doy. Artillery cnd szall arme Jire--ith
kelp from the Uss Suvennzh on one occarion=-Finallyr blunted theee abbacis
and b7 ndrhddell the two cssoult reslmonte of the 36th Livision heoé
recched thelr ohjeetives, belng inland ne muek as four to six niles

cxeont in the exbrone soubth around Zsrowoli. Ihe 10 Jorps encouniered
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even nore determined vosisisnce bubd with the helwn of noval fire weg in~
land an average of 3,020 yards by the end of the 4oy and vas atiacking
sontecorvino airfield, ona of its major oojectives., Fatrols hed entered
Batbinarliao ot nad been forced out; other npotrols were omorozcuin:
valerno 1Ton the east. The Fonpwre were in the Jocern and Sngroni nasges,
on
ond the Commmndos were woving, cast to Salorno.*”
Yleanvhile, %0 novnl diversion grouns hnd coriied out their assign-
ments in the Uomles area., Cne grouww landed forces on Venbtotene Island,
end afber sone resirtance the swall eneny” farrison suwrrendered, Irmoritant
enery radar foclilities were taien over. Another proum denonstrated in
the CGulf of Gmotu, calllng out linmited ¢nemy alr revetione..and alleowing
vhe Axig oreps to revert the remulge of oan Allied lrnding in the area. 27
The diversion in the Guif of Gretn was o follow-un to the severnl small
chtuels on targets in thot aren by Velilncbons on tne nigut of I-1/D-daw.
Durine: Dedor ZII Alr Support Comrnd orovided continmous -dr ecover
over shlwndne in the asscult area wnd over the beaches, in accordance
vith tho Cubline Alr Flon for LVullilHl, 2rotection was Turniched by bwo
cquadrong of rw33la irvon iirst to lost lisght, one sgundron of -3C's from
as ecrly uc noosible to as late as nossiblo, one sousdron of Imitfires
vrom 0ECO B0 1E£00 hours, and one scurdron of Seafires from as earl) as
roesalble o OS00 hours snd from 1&30 howrs to as late as wmossille,
Carrier-bornoe clireraft aleo meintained stonding patrols over the noerthemn
Tlantz of {the ascuult aress, In gemeral, tlic Tleet Lir Ars was resmonsiile
Tor natroilineg ilie northern ond of the Guf of Ialerro onfl as Inr north
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ag Ororl, 1hile the Siclly-bvesed planer of ithe USAll sxd the RAF

i A . gt e T et Al B

- ~ v

— )
- i ' = iy
A N AN R VIR

-t 1 h




R

DESTRICIED-

froo— TR e ey g
LT L T eee————
ASEHAAS oo och Paal g etls 112

covered the center and south side with 4-86°s flying low cover, F-38's
nedivn cover, snd Seitxlires top cover. Lhe A-36'e and P-35's flevw from
toses on the Catania Flain, thoe Snitfires from fields in the Hessina area,
ond the Senfircs fron carriers of the Vestorn Uinvol Task Forece'ls Covrrier
1“01‘::«':1.33
feanllres flov their firet sortle in supwort of the luvasion al OBLE,

D-day.ao Sicily~based fichterg 4id nob orrive untll almost an hour offer

Sl
li.i;‘n.'b.u hereaftor, toth groues mui in a vuey day, the forner flying
~
core then 200 soriies and the latter aluost ‘"r‘OO.a"‘ sfter dark, Zeau~

32

fichisers took over, Ieewing tro wlnnes over the ares at all tines. T
ing the ontire doy LAZAY 's alrorclts linited thelr overabtions to orotceting
tiie beaches and the offghore shimning, cné gave no direct support to the
cround troops o they consolidnted the benciiicnds and zoved slovly inland..%
A distinet difference of owinion existe asg to the amount snd severit;”
of enery rdr resction vhich wag mrovoized by the lendlngs, Lhe \estemn
Uaval Tasl: Porce hns recorded im its history of AVALLICAZ fhat the eneny
alr aetivity wos Ysecond only to gevore enemy gunfire , . . 1n npreventing
the ramld wnionding of transports and narticulorly of wonis at the
berches, ¥ Leglnning ot opmroximately first Lligat "regulsr and nersictant
vomblngs and sirofing sttecls effectively interrupted unlomding activitlies.®
Thuse attoelizs, ssld the nuvel hisgtory, noet only foreed mergonnel on the
vezcios 9 tr're cover bub were also effectlive iv driving certaln of the
uniosding personnel from the beaches, !The perle of these atbascles hae

. . . . 25
never befora and hos never since been equaslled in this theater,” tn

"

the other hend, n otudy of AValTCGHID nrepared by T4JAr states thot Yvery”
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little enemy netion in the oir wos cncovnbered on the first dayh; Auf's
calily Overntionnl and Intelligence Svrmnry of Y Sentember shows only
woderate enamy activity; lis Coerations Sulletin for the period notes

thot there was little Amds nction on I-day, aml says thot the enery en-
raced very seldom and come in only in small nuzsbers walch were effectively
dealt with; its Veelly .ir Intellirenee Suwrrinry saye thiet it is apparent
thnt the encmy did not mnke an extreme alr effort rominst thg londings,
end it & neebting held in ko Adriraliy on 20 October 1943 1% veas siated

thnt the CAT'e alr effort over the beaches lwnm not severe, being confined
3

[}

to small t$iv and run railds,.?
In soite of these dlfferences it is not too alfficult to assess the
scale of the eneny's alr activity on D-day. Lhnt hoonened was that he
ilev enough small niesions over the becches cnl ehinping, snd flew then
regalorly enough, to keen the A411ied Torces constunil,” on the alert and
{0 cause considerable smmorpance o troows engezsed in wlonding susplies;
but the sua fotul of hir sorties was sucll, his atbocss were not very
ageressive, ané tho donege ond easusliies which he caused vere slight,
esneclally 1y they are considered in relation to the size and immortance
of the landings, The iavy'e caronoloyy of the darls oncra.t:r.ons contains
20 references to encoy nlr cetivit,, but some of then ooviousl:: are
mlications; on the other hand it cammot be assumed that every German
~tiack over e beaphes ane. the beachliend was remorted to the vy,
rrovably the Cormandlng Gemaral of ZII ASC wan elore to a correct fifure
vhen he reworited that about H0 enemy sireraft, in =wll rrows, verc

reen over the beaches during the morning: accordlng to MAAL, mbout an
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ecounl number anvesred during the nfternocon cnd e~rly evening, nnw o suall

e
o7 ghe Iavyrts renort nb 2400 hours

nugber tero in actlion around 2200 howrs.
on I-day thot therc vere conblnual swall serle atbacizs throushont the
uay¥ seens 10 be an zeourate stabenent of the nobure and extent of the

Gernon :r:‘&ac1:.:‘.011.;:58

llogt of the Cerzzn rolds vere by {i;atcr-comberg--lie-10dts and T=1:0'gm-
vhich sppear to have come lorpely frouw Henavento, northecst of lLuples.
Ju-58's also norbtleinited, esceclelly over the beacnes, and g few Ju-87's,
+e=111%g, cnd £o-T17's were reported. ine orlgin of tue bombers 1s un-
certaln; theolr orinelral bose, Fog:da, showed ne sign of activity during
the da;\*.ag

Yhe enexy tooX every advantnge of speed, clond cover, and the
mountains back of tne tridgehead po as to hit ghoroly and then run for it.
He fought only when ke hed to, immoring 11liled offensive miesions snd star—
ing on the edre of the battle aren uiere the 3vitfirec could not mursue
nim beesuse of lact of grgolire. . hen he did atiack he crme in faet rnd
left fact. He opersted aluoet cntirely in smedl sroups of fron one to
gix wlrnes, and gowotimes hit the rorthem rnd the southern nress siral-
tancouels in order to confuse .llied fighters.%

Yne 60 to 7B cnesy sorties uere ret by standing -nbrols of UsLLY, i,
and lov, fighters, in accoruance with the Jdir Flan of keewing sround 36
nlznes over the agseult areag ot all times, ond a large nroportion of the
raids vere broken wo or turncd boeln belore toe attac-ing nlanes eould

cithor borb or strafe. For emmunle, n reaori by toe .ow.onding: Ceneral

of XI1 443 at 0Y0s hours stated: WAt OLLE on 9 Eepteuber 2 JU-£8 destrored;
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at 0550 lov bombing attack:, 6 Z/4 turned back by Snitfiresy at 0730 one
JU-33 over beaeh, t1o bombs dromped; at 07E0 Spitiires enpaged To-21lY
vhica uog driven olf; aub 0v40) S+itfires drove back 8 enenry alircrafb.
ratrol situntion putlefroetory.” In these actions tne fi;hters recelved
very little aseictonce from the firhter econtrol center on tiio Angsn Tor
the simmle reason that the Aneon vas not pedting toc inforvetion it was
guvpsosed fo met., douever, the nidht fighters found the semborne GJI
(Ground G_on"crol Interccotor) accurske and helpfol, soth Jday fishters
and nisht figaters were hondicawned by the restrlictions waleh the mountalns
placed w.on pround and geswlevel r::.ﬁs.,r.él
In syite of hoving to onerrie agninat geattered attoelrg, hit ond run
tacties, and late varninge, the A1l1liled fishters muinaged to dectroy four
cneny alrerelt and comgoe one, to vhe loss of two 1=3S's in combot oxd
one uoitfire in noncoubob. Wie effectivenews of the finter cover,
sumlenented oy paval A4 fire and smoke screcens, in wrotectlns suipming
1s indleated o3 tue faet tont during the day only one suin (an 23) was
sur's and ome (an LUE) demcged. 1t is not wmoseible to estimnte dounge
0 norcornel and eouivment on chore, bul there lg no cvidence to scow that
it woe saything exeent t""xll
:hore was, of course, mo woy vy vnieh the Allies could hrwe accurately
Torcsecn thit the Gormen Aly Torce vouldd not nul w a mucw stronger effort
on D-day: bub the loct of wrescience vog unfortunnte, beesure tne full
cormitment of aveiloole fipnters to cowver the cghimning and Tbeaches nennt
that none were avallnole for direcet suomord, aand Lt is orobakle that

had there been gone forr of dive tomoin:: or other ntboek avintion em-

ployed by the Allies soon offer Goylipat, the hnrnssine fire vhieh the
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Germans ploced on the bemen uight hove been eliminatec":..‘lz‘

Certaini; nloaus

rad besn made for direset nlr sunrort, tae arraniewcnt belns: thalt recussts

conld Be inittinted by om, unit commander and be trens: rtted back to the

neadguarters to vnick an nlr supnort purty was attached (nornally a

dilvigion headguarters); then the request, afber velns aparoved by the

ground forece cormancer, would be tromsmlited direct to Sir Svpmors con‘arol.qé

Fovrever, ‘Yoving to the complete commitment or fismbters to the wrotection

of beachheads onl the oatw1ll eoavoy, no cloze da, sunwort bomoin,: was

avallovle until D plus €, as no figater escort was evallable.®® Zyen

g0, such an operation might have been woselble without usings Ji-htor

cover, ipnsicuch as Cemeral Zisenkowor inforzed the CC3 during the dny

t2ot Hooue elasends of AT bowbing Yormmbions wre stondinmg, oy to heln

Tifth ey o5 Tavornable targets aevolon. a6
ine netivities of Stratezie Adr Toree®? on D.day vors orimarily for

the pureose of lsolntiny the dattls zone. Specifieclly, - A'g hewvies

end medivas vent for rowds, rulltoy Junctlons, emd oridues, martieularly

in the limleg-Avelline arsa bubt also to ths southwest toverd folbense and

Zomrel, in order to hinder the cnmeay's .ovencnt of reinforceccnts into

th- Jalorno seclor.  Uhe Allles kad lounched AVILALOLE wlih tuo wijor

fewrss one, thot Vi 's Digdders »l 0t e unvdle o handle thue Goron oir

force over the assoulb area bresurs of the dlstomee of the beachen fToa

the Fl hter tuses; the otaer that the Germons nicht throy in such heavy

fround reinforsementa thet VI and 10 Corwna nipgt not be able to hold and

extond the 28-mile-lon beachhiend. Uae 1irat ol thece fears hed larmely

veln Jdisnelled vy the evenbs of L-lay, as sofil'e figshters lent tho nensee
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of Gorman benbing end strafing to o minimun, The second fear was one
whick would not rench o ecrisls until two or threo days afber the landings;
1% vies TAST's resnonsliollity to refuce or elimimate that fear, for nanl
was the only Allied elsaent vhich conld reach out znd interdiczt the lines
over which the eneny's reinforcements had to nase in order to reach the
. battle ares.,

Turing Dedey LAMF!s bombers Lit three key ploces alongs the Germea
reinforeencnt routes. Uixty-one B-17's drooned 172 tons on the btridges
over the Yolbturno hdver at Conua, -nd whotosranbic coverose chowed thad
oot read bridgee were almost cormletely destroyed, the ralluay oridge
seversly damoged, ~nd several roads cut. This raid was of wvarticular
loterest ond Importance ns it was in the nature of a Mreslncement” for
the major wnrt of the noratrooner oneratlon wiieh had been canceled in
order to sebt wo the sbortize GLALY Il. Sixsy Tortresses further harmered
communientions obove Limles by dropmlng 180 toms on the Concells uridges
vetween Cuoua ané the const, davncing due annroacues to the bridges dut
not hitting the struetures., Cae hundred and thirteen 3-25's unloaded 170
tons of exmlosives on the 1i/Y's, roads and bridges in the Fotenza area,
east of $he bridgenend.

Zwo attaezs on enery sirflelds vere carried out during the day.
. Torty-one 2=l4fg of the lnth Alr Jorce bowbved the Togzla comilex: and
a landin? ground ot Seanzano (on the Ingtew), wiaich hnd been &izcoverecd
by photo reconnaissance on the 8%h, was abbtacked vy 67 U, 3, 3-23's
walcn drouped 97 tons of boxzbe., Fesults wero goosd and, in addition, over

Tognia the ILiberators shot dowvn nine eneny plenes nnd abt Jcannano the
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Karouders destroyed at loast four on ths ground.

Attack bombeors and fisabtor~bomocers also were acblve. Juelve S5-0'¢
attnelred 1Y T near Ajello (west of Catanzare) vituout success; but another
12 come over five mlnubes later and destroyed sevoaral wealcles, One
hundred cnd twentiy—three Jittyhwizs ard 107 varlawks on 13 rigsions
drowned 677 x 40-1>, bombs on /T in the .icastre, (ntanzaro, Soveria,
Cosenza, snd Pogliono areas in the Ball.

To those D-dar overations the Gornan defensive fightor foree offered

+

virtuslly no ovrosition, the w24 cisslon over Forgin belop the only one
attocked, and even there the 42 eneny clreralt were not a;t,gressi’ve.ég
The total rebivities of HAAT'g nlrnes for the nerisé frow 1800 hours
on I minus l--vhen the assavdlt convoye beran denloring for thae aprroach
to the debariation wointe~-to nipgiitfall of Dednye-vhicn the vemchheads had
been estublished an. 21l of wad¥ly plinca exeent its nidht Liphters and
nizht sombers hed ealled it & day——were as lollows: he.vy bormuvers, 1721
sorties; nediuwn sombers, 348; light bodders, 70; righter ocombers, 230;
ni~bt Borwers, 26; 4oy Tighbters, 773; Ooastal, &3; nhoto reconnalssance,
22; ni:ut Jigaters, 306; totml sortles, 1,648, Total vicbories were: 14

eneny plmmes destroyed, 3 drncged, 4 destroyed on tuas grouad., lLosses

48

veres 4 degtroyed, § miseinz, As General Fisenhower wub it, 4Allied

. . ‘g 5
olr pover was Wilatoubt in ousport ox Eth Jrny noai tiong, WP

Coerations on D plus 1 and D plus 2 (10-11 Sembomwber). Cn 10 snd 1l
Sentemver the T1fth Arsy consolidoted tho nositions vhich it bad won on

P-day and continued fo move glowly 1nlomd, VI Corps met almast no onet)
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opposlition on D nlus 1 vhile itc troovs weres petting into nosition %o
continus the advance, ths Gertan strzasth velns concentrated on the lefl$
flans of the Allled line agninet 10 Corms. B: the end of D wlus 2, Vi
Corpet line forned an irreguler semicirecle wniea reoched from just beolow
Persomo, on bthe Jele Xiver, to Alsavills, iloanelln, end Soccadasnide
(the latter in enexy hands), nnd wulch then curved southwest snd west to
rench the coast bolov igrowoll. Arsund iaviila snd Locendasnide the
troons were inland to o depth of 11 miles, On 10 Corps! froat, vhere
the mountoins were closcr to the shoru ond the Gerwnn ownosition waz
tongher, nrogress vas glover and tao despest wonotrntlon vos onl: five
riles, oabtinasdlin renalned in enemy hemdn afier buo sz of indecisive
strucsle.  lontecorvino airricld haw been overrun but the fiold vas nob
avullavle aor Allled wlenos, ag it vas under artlllery fire froa the near-
oy hills.sl Turther to the wash, troops of 10 Corns conbinued to clean
t Salerno, the Commnndos moved norita of Vietri astrlde itho const road,
and she Hwgers adraneed 10 miles weat to Togisans thile holding: their
poritiong in the lount di Cndunzi ond lJocera-fasani rosses o winst Germon
counteratincis. 62

leanwinile, reianforcements in mem and funs hod been mourins adhore
and hundreds of tonc of surmller rnnd eonivment hed oeen lrnded over ithe
ozaches; tho enszy hed been denied the ceeers ronds on both flarks; nnd
the continmin- rood weather pave home to the Allies thot thelr rate of
valld-un would be rufficiently rapnid to ofTfset the Tiow ol Germon rein-

rorcenents vhich were racins wn from the south and rolling down frou the

norti, vuere illied bozblnzs kad not offsct the cemeslletion of the
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proposed drop of tne 820 Airbvoxme Livielon al ths Toliturno crossings
around Onmuz., In snite of the genernlly satisfactor; sitwtlon the
Allied lenders vrere conesrned over $Huo mwttero: one, vitn loniecorvine
311l wienble, fighter cover vould have to condlmus to be furaiched
largely on the old longm-ronse basls, wits vosciol, some nesirtance Fron
Yemnor.ary flruber striss whlecw vers belu: hacbily construched inside tue
beacinicad, esmecinlly nenr Paoesbumy tue othor, the Gerans were naszsing
thelr strenstu for n heavyr eounterattnels alons: the Tele Fiver aad it was
proolenntical viwbher tne Jifth aral wee in salficlceunt sbrength to hold
tne abtoe:a.

On ta. L0bh cnd 11t &40 fc nwlunes contiznued to cover the beacuuend,
the beacher, ond suinaing, to gtrite ot enem)y transssrintion routes ane

lond eowvoys, oad to win doun the Geriann oir nra o oticcss on olr-

tdromes. Om the 9th,!'»diterroncan Mlr Cormand iniorued Strategic and
spetlend tuat durins tae noxt fevw dmur tho Tumeblon orf $ae alr forcen
would e 9 izolate tae babtle nrea ard to dectroy esem;” perronnel and
equipnont, .ifeetive st 1L0) hours on the wih, ltrateric uwowld ve resoon-
glole for the area noria of the line Battipoglis-rotenza--ari, exelusive,
and Tacticnl for all woimts soubts of btond line, inclucive, In bota areas
tne emnaasis of the air attac: weas to be wlaced on rose ecotummientiong
used by the enemy to reinfores the tatlle aren, £8

Cn D plus X and D vluz 2 the reanctloc of the enerr's alr rrn wos
definitel;  etronger fkrm 1t knd been on D-urny, Lhe raids over the assoult
arca wvere sblll mostly snall in nwiber of plones nor micsion ond eontinued

to be of the kit ond run' voarlety, bub there wvore more rmiesions the
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there had been on the 2th, The attecks began at 0100 on the 10th and
econtinued steadily throughout the day untll simest midnight; were renewed
at 0200 on the 11lth and during the day were as nmumerous as they had been
on the 10th; and before the end of D plue 2 many of the ralds were on a
larger scale thon they had been earlier, sontalning from 10 to 20 planes,
whe planes appeared t2 be coming irn from Viterbs, Frosinone, and the
Fogoia dbases, with a few bombers apnarently flring down from southern
France. The eneny bombed and strafed, sometimes hitting the beaches and
sometime_?shipning. Hopt of the attacks were dellivered by fighter-bombers
but there was some dive borbing and some high-level bombing. In all, the
anemy flew more than 100 sorties on each of the two days. Even so, his
reaction continued to be smaller and less severe than hed been expected,
HaTAR's fighters met these abtacks with the same system of patrols
which had Deen used on the 2th, but found the going tougher in the face
of larger and more frequent ralds, Duriang the 10th day-fighters broke
up or twrned away mors than 40 raids, apout one-fourth of which were major
abtacks involving more than 10 planes, and cone of which was a fighter-
bomber attack from 1005 to 1120 which very nearly "saturated [Allied/
defenses, "% On the nlghts of 9/10 and 10/11 Beaufighters were in action
and performed well, despite the faet that the high ground to the east
interfered wlth radar coverage and reduced the amount of help which
Anpon could give. On the 11th the enemy made a smeelal effort agsinet
the Alliled men-of-war, and with some success. The USS Savannsh suffered
a damaging it from a glider bomb or a rocket bosh®® which smashed into

the o, 3 turret and exploded below decks, HIS Flores was damaged by a
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near miss, and the USS Philadelphia was damagzed by an enemy plane which
crashed 15 feet away. The attack on the Sayannzh came at 1000 hours, at
a time when the flghter cover had been somewhat reduced, partly beceuse
1t was desired to disorganize and delay enemy 1I/T movement toward the
assault area by employing some fighters as fighter-bombers against the
movenent (this appeared feamsible in view of the unexpectedly small eneny
alr reaction), and partly in an effort to hold down pilot fatigwe. After
the Savannsh was hit, normel eover was promptly restored and continued
throughout the rest of the day,

On the 10th 4llled fighters flew 70 patrols totaling arouwnd 750
sorties over the Salerns area, and on the 1lth they flew some 500 sorties,
To this total of 1,250 sortles the valusble Seafires added another DO,
For the two days the fighters destroyed and probably destroyed 21 enany
aircraft, while losing seven. 56

During the first three days of the invasion the 2ir cover over Salerno,
according to an observer, had been "excellent," the attack force in the
northerm area maintalning "about 985 control of the sir during all day-
light hours and a possible 909 control during the hours of darkness,! so
that llvery few Cerman planes broke through thils cover."®? The same
coadition anpears to have exlsted over the southern sector. But the
situation at the end of the 1ith was not one to cause rejoieing at NAAF,
Land-based fighter pllots were beginning to show signs of fatigue--brought
on by frequent and long flights in cramped cockpits—-and accidents were
increasing rapidly. The number of operational Seafires had been reduced,

mogtly a8 a result of mlshaps not comected with combat, "for a sustained
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alr effort could not be kept uw from carrieore nlone for more than 48 to
72 hours,' and the planes had begun to sufler heavlly from landing
accidents, 5% The Gorman air foree was making a stronger effort than on
Deday to Inflict heavy damsge on personnel and equipnent while the allied
Planes weve gtill having to f1y cover from far-off Sicillan bases, All
of these unhapny condltions were due, in pars, to the fact that the
Allies had not been sble to clezr llontecorvino airfield for use.S?

Yhe D-day and D plus 1 convoys had been scheduled to bring in some
1,500 personnel and 250 vehicles of XII ASC, 800 personnel and 150
vehleles of RAY, and 650 porsonnel and 130 vehlcles of XII Alr Force
Service Command, Although some of these bodies and vehlcles wers delayed
until D plue 3, most of them came in on schedule. This porsonnel had
two principal jobs to doj one was o move alr force supplies and equip-
rent frow the beaches to dums and from dumps to alrfields: the other wae
to repalr any damaze which might have been done to Hontecorvino airfield
and %o prepare temporary landing fields along the bezchhead for fighter
planes. Allled planners had recognized the possibility that NHomtecorvino
might not be lumediately avallable $o Allled planes and had plammed that,
if necessary, wp to gix landing strins would be conciructed cloge to
the beaches. 50

At about 1700 hours, 9 September, a detachment of the 817th Engineer
aviation Battalion went ashore from an LSW, found a bivouwae area, and
began searching for possldle alr-strip sites. The first field was

geleated at 2100 but wos abandoned an howr later because it was under
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fire. A second gite was then chosen and before moraing the englneers,
working by moonlight, had chopped rall fences intoe slabs and laid out an
emergency runwey. During the night heavy equipment was brought ashore and
at 0715 on the morning of the 10th work was begun on the consirucilon of
an airfield at Poestun., Drainage ditches were filled, trees cubt down to
clear the approach, a 3,800-foot runway scraped, and a taxiway and enmough
hardstandings counstructed to teke care of one fighter squadron--and dy
0600 on the 11th the field was operatlonal. 3Before the day was over four
P.38'g had made smergency landings. By the end of the 1litn the Tinighing
touches had been put on the field and additlonal hardstendings had been
but1t, 52
Leaving = part of ite personnel to keep the Paestum field in opera-
$ion, the remainder of the 81l7th began work on the morning of the 1lik on
a second field, naming it "Sele.® That night they were foreed by pressure
from the German ground forces to evacuate the site and to move back to
Paestun, but on the morning of the 12th they returned to Sele and by
working all day and through the nlght they completed the fleld early on
the 13th. The followlng day they began comstructing a third field,
known as “"Gapaccio," vwhich was operationzl on the .'!.!’.%1:&1.6;3
The fields at Paectum,Sels, and Capaeccio all were within the Sele
River- .gronsll seotor vehind VI Corps, In the Salerno-Sele river area,
back of 10 Corps, British engineers of 10 Corps Airfield Construction
Group were at work on at least two fields, one of which, Tusclano, was

63
ready for use on the 1lth and another, Asa, on the 13th,
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In spite of these sitrenuvous efforta 1t was still srue that on ihe
night of the 1llth there were only two fields (and one emergency landing
strip) on the mainlend which could be used by Allled fighters, and that
the fighters would have to contirue to meet the German alr threat by long
patrols from Sicily and from the Vestern Yaval Task Force carriers.64

On the 10th aad 1ith NAA¥'s bombers had continued to hit the enenmy's
linee of communication end mirfields. On the night of 9/10, 52 'ellingtons
attacked the Grosseto 1/Y%s, causing firee which could be geen by the
returping planes for 100 miles, and U, 8, B-28's and PAF and SAAF light
bombers hit the road juncblons at Auletta, alrfields at Froslnone and
Grazzanise, and road transport in the Auwletta, Avellino, Cosenza, and
Sapri areas. The attaclt on Froslnone was especlelly importent becsuse
photo reconnaissance on the 9th had revealed the presgence of more than 100
enenmy plenes on the field,

Cn the 10th 34 B-17!'s dropped 96 fons on the road Juncilon a2t Iserais,
16 unloaded 45 tons on the rozds and bulli-up aress at Bolanc, and 33
dropped 100 tone on roads and bridges sround Villapova in the Ariang
Irpino area. For the third straicght day B-24's of the Hinth Alr Force
hit the Foggla instaliations, flying 24 effectlive sortlies, HNHediums also
were active, 35 Be26's, bombing the Fornia road Jumetion, and two forma-
tions of B=25's, each of 36 aireraft, attacking the road nets ag
Castelnvova and Cassiro, In all, the mediums dropped nearly 160 tons
of Dbombs durlng the day.

Fighter-bombers likevwlse were busy, U. 5, A-36's and P-38's flying

76 effective sorties sgalnst the maln roads leading to the battle area.
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Pilots claimed the destruction of more than 100 motor transports. Owlng

to Allled alr superlority 1t was poesible to send some fighters on patrol
carrying bombs, the pllots being given their targets while in £light;
having bombed their targets they would then carry out their normal patrol
duty. This type of operatlon was used varticularly by planes operating
over 10 Corps, whoge channele back to XII ASC (Adv) and thence o XII ASC
(Rear), on Sieily, were slow and uncertain., Through thig system it was
possible to obtain air support withia 10 to 30 minutes afier tha ground
troops had sent in the initial req_uest.es

On the night of 10/11 the roundwthe-clock assevlt on the enemy's
lines of communlcatlons continued., Wellingtons, itchells, and 1ight
bombers attacked the Formis road junction, the towns ané read junctions
et Auletta and Oorleto, and road traffic in the Avellino, Brienza, and
Cosenza areas. Such night attacks were particularly irmortant at this
stage of the compaign, for the enemyls maln movements were of necessity
made at night; and the bonbers! value in disorganizing transport schedules
and in inflieting material demage made their attat;ks of importance out
of all proporiion to the seczle of their effortis,

On the 11th, SAF's heavies hit Benevento, damaging the f/¥'s, roads,
and & highwey bridge. Ite mediums, in 167 sorties, pounded the road
junetione at Ariano Irpino, Castelmuova, Isernia, and Mignano. A small
EAF Beltimore force bombed Sapri. During the day fighter~-bombers flew
141 sortles agslinst roads and road transporst.

That night (11/12 September) 96 iiellingtons dropped 187 tone on the

airfield at Irosinone from which many enemy planes had been taking off
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for £aids aceinst the bridgehead. This atbadk wes followed on bthe 12th
by & B-17 mission, 68 airoreft dropping 128 tons of fre; sud 300-pound
P borbs on ;he landing rround end instcllabions. Yhe two raoids left
Frosinone unservicesble, the field haviag 150 oraters. No other attacks
on eirfields wers made by lAW's bombers during the next several days,
partly because the GAT was nob posing much of a threat snd partly becsuse
HAAP found itself wholly commitied to close support of the groand troops.

Other missions on the night of 11/12 were flown by 46 B-25's (with
Boston pathfinders) which bombed the roads at Auletta and Corleto, and
by lipht bowbers which continued thelr nuisance raids with 42 sortioes
ageinst roads leading bo %ho bathle zons.

Other operations of HANF on the 10th end 1lth included fighter sweops
by P-401a over soubthern Sardinia, nightly nieckelling operations by
Vellinstons, pabrols by plates of Goastal over the convoys vhich were
moving from Horth Africen ports Yo Jsieilly snd the bsaches, emir-zea rosecuess,

- and photo recon missions.

During the two deys the enmemy made no effort to inbercept NASARts
hesavies and mediwis, but employed his entire ovailsble fighter strenwth
offens ively amninst Allied ground foreces end shipping. His bombers werse
similerly omployed, so thet there wore no stbacks sprinst Allied ports
end instellebions outside of the battle area.ss

On the 10th end 11lth HAAF!'s mirerafbd of =11 types flew ﬁbre then
2,700 sorties, with dey fizhiors accountinyg for glmost 1,600 of theme

In comparing activities for the two deys it is interesting to note thet
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the day fighters flew 895 sorties on the 10th but only 682 on the 1lth,
vhereas flghter-bombers which had flown only 76 sorties on the 10th flew
141 on the 111-.1:.57 NATAT was beglmning to ohift some of its fighters

from defensive to offensive operations, On all of these sorties the
Allies lost 15 planes (destroyed or missing) and had 3 damaged. On the
credit slde of the ledger Allied alrcraft llsted 20 enemy planes destroyed
in the alr, 4 probably destroyed, and 6 dameged, plue an undetermined
number destroyed or dsmaged on the ground. 68

On the Zlighth Army front, on 9, 10, and 11 September, the British
had continued to push steadily northward, occupylng Catenzaro andé advenc-
ing to the areas of Petillla and %o Just avove Uicastra.b9 Their progress
vas not rapld but the slowness of tne advance was dne more %0 extensive
demolitions and German rear-guard actions than to any real attempt on
the part of the enemy %o put wp a strong defense. The bullk of the eneny
continued to retreat north towerd the AVALANCHS area,’C tne German High
Command evidently belleving that if the Allfed troops in the Salerno
arca could be smashed 1t would be no proolem subsequently to handle the
BAYIQ operation.

During the three days Desert Air Force continued to cocperste with
the Eighth Army by smasiing at the enemy as he moved oubt of the Catenzaro
area and headed foward Salerno, Througnout the day of the 9tk, German
columns hurrying through the narrow bottleneck below Paola were attacked
by light bombers and fighter-hombers, the planes belng gulded to thelr
targets by the black smoke which rose from burning vehicles. By the end

of the dey more than 90 vehlcles had been destroyed and 130 damaged, and
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consldersble casualtles hald been inflicted on persommel, There was no
oppogition by the enemy's fighiers to these attacks,

For the next few days DAF's cocperation with the Bignth Army was
curtalled oving to the diversion of supplies to the Salerno area, and
most of 1te flghters, operating from around lilazzo in northeastern
Sielly, wore used for escorting Allied bombers attacking lines of commumi-
cation leading to the Salerno secitor. The Dighth was not neglected, how-
ever, for 1t was alded by mediume which attacked Sapri, Corleto, and
otuer junctions which lay betueen the Toe 2nd Salerno.n

lMesnwhile, by the ond of D-day General Zlsenhover saw no ressan to
veliove thaot the enemy could force the Allied troops from thelr Salerno
urldzehead, and he alse saw the advantage of supporting both AVALANCHE
and the fast-moving BAYTEOUN by a drive up the west coast of the malniand.
Consequentiy, on the 9th he get in motion the already-planned Cperation
GIEB0L by starting a part of the British 1ot Alrborne Division into
Taranto, and followed them on the 10th with ground troops of V Corps.
Lhere was no opposition as tne troops went in, the Germans having
evacuated the entire Heel. Italians actuslly assicted the invading
forees in establlighing themselves ashore. The naval units which trans-
ported the troops of 7V Corpe were escorted by figaters of DAT to the ex-
treme limit of thelr range, but there were no inciéents.m

The taking of Taranto was a valuable operation, It gave the Allies
a very necessary port tnrough which the HEighth Army could be supplied,

which, with the opening of the port at Salerno on the 1lth,” 3 considerably

reduced the Alllesg’ great provlem of meinteining its forces ashore; 1%
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further dlspersed German air and ground forces and cfforts; and it
initinted a drive against two higuly important Garman-held centers:
Bari, tke best port on the Adriatic, and Fogela, the center of the largest
and most useful commlex of airfields in southern Italy.

From Paranto the British forces moved repidiy north and northwess,
neeting no opposlilon for several daoys except around Gioia (between

Paranto and Bar:l.).?é‘

The Gritical Eerdod in AVALANCHRE, 12.15 September

Ihe Gorpan CGounterattacik., By 12 Sepbtember, in spite of serious dis-
ruption of hls lines of communication by constant bombing and strafing,
the enemy had been able to bring reinforcements into the Salerno area,
elements of two Panzer divisions having come up from the south and units
of two other Panzer divisions having arrived from beyond Naples. Tne two
divieions from tae south deployed agninst VI Corps and those from the
north againgt 10 Corps. lMoreover, despite the advances which had been
made by the Fifth Army, the Germans $bil) held a number of interior roads
and many lmporitznt helzhts behind the battle lines and so were able to
concentrate asainst elmost any desired spot. The weakest place in the
Allled line was along the Sele River where, except for one armore:i
brigade (recomnaissance), there was a gap of five miles between VI and
10 Corps; on the 12th the enemy launched g countarattaci in this sector
with the objeet of cutting the FLfth Army in two.

During daylight on the 12th the Germans lmocked elemente of VI Corps

out of Altavilla and $ook it and Hill 424, o key terraln feature directly
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behind the town. At the same time they drove 10 Corps out of Eattinaglia

with heavy losses. On the 13th VI Coxps attempted to retake Hill 424
but failed and wag forced to orzanizo a defenslive line along La Cosa
Cree'z, about three mlles east of Altavilla. On the left flanmk of YI
Qorps an eneny infantry-tank attack pushed the Americans back beyond
the Sele Hlver crossing at Persano. On the right of 10 Gorps! froat
the Germans drove past Betilpaglla and down the right bant of the Sele
River to 3ivio Clioffi where slements of VI Corps gathered together every
available man, stopped the advance, and organized s defensive line., In
two days, along a two-mile front, the enemy had driven a deep and dangerous
salient into the Fifth Army lines; at one point he was within three miles
of the gea.

In order to hold the German thrusts, virtually a1l of the availlable
forees of VI Corps were shifted into the Sele River-Battipaglis ares,
and only a few companies of bDeach engineers, some alr service and fighter
group ground crews, aund other noncoxmbat troops were left to hold the
various passes through the hlils which led to the southernmost part of
the benchhead.?s An enemy attack on the right flank of VI Corps could
easlly have penetrated fo the coast and caunght VI Corps in & pilncer nove-
ment; at the same time, any further advanee by the enemy down the Sele
Fiver would split VI and 10 Corps, and plghit result in the elimination
of the entlire beachhead. The situntion was eritical. 4nd it took the
conbined efforis of the ground troops, the alr forces, and the naval

forces to save the day.
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On tha ground 10 Corps held firm against enemy assaults on 13 and

14 September, while VI Corps by exbensive shifylng of troops was able o
strensthen the weakest positions in 1te Jine sufficlently to throw back
Gorman thrusts which came labte on the afternoon of the 13th and on the

76 By the 15th the German attacke were lessening and by the L&th

14th,
the fthreat had passed. It is doubtful, howsever, 1f the ground forces
eould have held the enem;rw if they had not recelved heavy agslstance
from gea and alr, The naval forces entered the fray in the early morning
hours of the l4th when the Zhiladelphis fired 3566 rounds against tanks and
machine-gun nests; during the afternoon the same ship firaed 800 rounds
agalnst roads from Tholl to seven mlles soubh, On the 15th the British
battleships Jorspite and ¥aliank, uw from Halta, hurled tons of projectiles
rgalnst enemy troops and positions, with she Fhlladelphiz, Bolge, and ave
adding hundreds of rounds %o the total. The naval forcos continmed their
bombardment on the 16th, but by the night of the 15th the German penetra-
tion already had been scaled off and rendered an immodbile target for
heavy strilzes by FAAF's planes, and the surviving enemy elements had begun
to withd.raw.m
During this engagewent--as well ag in the entire period from Dday
to D plus 10, durlng vhich naval gunfire wae used azailnst land targets—-
fire was controlled oy cruiser planes, shore fire-control parties, Loyal
Artillery Grasshopper planes, snd USAAF PoS5l's. The latier displayed
such skill and -ood judgment that the commanding officer of the Thiladelohia

raported that their spotting gave sxcellent resulta® ana was by far,

the most successful method of spottlag so far tried, w79
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&lx QOperatlons During the Critical Ferlod. The part played by the
elr forces in breaking up the German counteroffensive wae vital., Idike
the naval forces, however, it did not begin to throv ite welght directly
against the enomy's ground forces untll the l4th when the Fifth Army's
rosition became criticsl, its operations on the 12th and 13th largely
having been a contlouation of the program which it had followed on the
9th, 10th, and 11lth, that 1s, cover by HATAT for the beaches znd the
shipolng and sttacks by HASAF on lines of communiceantion,

On the 12th NATAF'g fighters flew 650 sorties over the beachhesad;
the enemy flew about 100 fighter, iighter-bomber, and bomber sorties over
the zrea, but he was less aggressive than he had been on the 11th. On
the 13th UATAT flew more than 500 fighter patrols and armed recomnsdssance
missions over the bridgehend; the GAF flow apyroximately 120 day sorties
and 40 night sorties over the entire battle area. During the two days
Allled flgnters either destroyed or probably destroyed between 15 and 20
eneuy planes and daunged 6, whlle losing & destroyed and 4 ﬁamaged.so

During these two days U. S. A-36's Degan to be re-employed in
flghter~bomber raids against enemy trsnsportation. On the 12th some 70
A-36's made attacks on roads in the Sopri, Potenza, and Aulette areas; 86
vehicles wero claimed as destroyed and 59 damaged. On the 13th similar
attacks clalned the destructlon of 25 vehicles and the damaging of 20.8%
Such aoperations had bsen contemplated from the beginning of the invasion.
On the 9th NAC had informed IASAF and MATAT that, as soon as the enemy
alr sltuation vermitted, P-38'e and A-36's would be used in sumwort of

ground operations in the babttle area; that such operatlions would be under
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the direetion of TATAF: pnd that when the alreraft were flying in areas
for which NASAT was responsidle, operations would be coordinated between

g2 On the 11th some of IUATAT'g leaders had come

the two foreceg by IATAZ,
to the conclusion that too many Figubters were belng used on defensive
patrols in pronortion to enemy alr sctivity, that the P-38 pilote were
beglming to feel that thelr efforts were "being wasted,® and that ''we
magt be partlouierly careful not $o allow the German to make us keep our
entire forcs on a defensive role vhen half of the force wlll serve ihe
garle purpose., w83  mhg belief that & poriion of the defenslve force could
now be shifted to oftenslve mizelons no doubt was strengthensd by the
faet that 1t had been found that the Spitfires conld extend thelr patrols
to 3038 minutes over the beachheod. b4

The poeslibility of employlng & number of the ‘fign’se:rs in thls new
role was further ensanced by the foet that some of them were nou based
within the beachhead. The firet contingent to arrive consisted of 26
Seafires which landed on the 3,000-foot Paestun cirip early in the after-
noon of the 12th., The Fleet Carrier Force from wnlch the Seafires had
operated--and from walch they had flown & tolal of ¥13 sortiees gince tie
norning of I-day--had withdrawm from the agsault area at 1000 hours that
morning, taking witn 1t the bulk of 1ts planes bubt leaving all that were
sorviceable, The Seaflres operated from Passtum for only two days,
depurting for Sielily on the 14th, On the LEth and 14th the U, 8. 334
Fighver Group moved from Sleily %o Paestum and promptly wvegan juming
enemy bowbers as they eame off their bomb run over the beaches. On the

13th two sguadrons of RAT Spitfires arrivedy these, supplemented by a
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third equadron, apperently moved from Paestum on the luato and set wp on

the Tuscilano strip. Trereafter, as englneers completed tiore strips, the

tignters moved in rapidly--so tunt by the end of D plus 7 {lo September)

slx squadroms of U. 5. A-36's, six of RBAF Spitfires, thres of U, 8, Pedi's

and one of tac/recce P.5l's were established in the ATVALANCHI area on

the fields at Passtun, Tugeclano, Sele, Capaccilo, and Asa..Bs These

fields were most useful, althougn toelr value was somewhnalt reduced by

the fact thot they were so extremely dustry that daylisnt take-offs and

lanaings often haa $o be made on lnstruments, and accldents were frequent.as
On D plus 3 General House, Comranding CGeneral of XII ASC, went ashore

irom the Ancon and set up hls hendguarters near Pontecagnano (between

Battipaglia and Salernc), but the followlng day he moved to a mpolnt

cloge to General Clarlt's headquarters near the mouth of the Sele Fiver,

Erom thie spot he directed UVATAF'e fighteres and fighter-bombers as they
87

a8
The 64th Ving was left in 10 Corps sector as a lover directing echelon,

operated over the beachhend and on close»s{lpport and intruder mi«sions,

Tactlenl recomnoissance missiong, which were essential o close-
supnort, artillery-flre, and intruder migsions in the battle zone, were
carried out by the British 225 Squedron (Spitfires) and the U, S, 111th
Squadron (P-5L's), In the besinmning tactlenl recomnglssance was perforned
on a prearvonged basls with a sel rumber of mlssionsg, the P=51l's working
in the northern sector and the Spitfires in the southern, 4ifter D plus 3
(12 Septaember) RA¥ 235 Squadron was affiliated with 10 Corps and

operated wnder instructions lgsued by 1t: the 111th Squadron similarly
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operated with VI Corps. TUp to six two-plane missions a day were carried
out by esch squadron.B¥

HAHAF's bombers also put in a busy day on the 12th, flying 56 heavy,
‘14‘7 medium, and 12 light bomber effective sortles agslnst road communica-
tione, and drowplag arcund 400 tors of boubs, B-17's hit the !Hgnano
road junction and the Benevento road Junction and bridge; 3-26's bombed
Igsernla and the Forzda road Juncitlon while 2-25's attecked the roads at
Arieno and Corleto and the rosd juoctlon at Castelnuove, one-hslf (72)
of alil sorties by medlums for the day belng agalnat Arisno; and Baltimores
hit traffie on the Lagonegro-ivletia road. During the night of 12/13,

85 Velllngtone hit the Castelnuove road net, 44 B-26's attacked roals at
Auletta, Potenza, and Corleto, and 39 light bombers raided various roads
east of the battle area. A total of 224 tons of bombs were drovped
during these alght operations.

The attacks on the L2th and the night of 12/13 coupletoly desiroyed
the Castelnuova roai junetion, cut the rozd northenst of Formis in three
placeg, blocked the soubthern entrance o the Zensvento road bridge, and
cratered the rosds around Arianc.

On the 134h [AAF'e heavies snd medlums lowered thelr sights a bit
and vent for the roads irmedlately berond the semlelrcle of mountains
which lay baek of the Salerno plain. Torre del Graco, Torre Anmmszizte,
end Pompeli--all on the roads from Ilanles to Salerno--were hit: Forre del
Greco by 33 B-17's with 89 tone, and Torre Amnungzista and Porpell by 36
B-26's and 35 B=26's respectively, a total of 74 tons belng dropped on
the two towns. On the main rosd south (which ran from Salernc through
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Eboll and Avletia to Cosenza) 39 B-l7's dropped 1,060 x 100-1b, bombs
on the Sala Consilina highway and the rozd junction and bridge at Atena
Lucana, and 22 B-30's dropped an additional 51 tons on Sale Consilina
vhile 24 light bombers attacked the Atens road Junction,

Doring the night (15/14) 91 YWellingtons pounded the roads around
Pompeli with 1€4 tone, and 23 3-26's (aided by Boston pathfinders) atbtacked
the roads at Torre Anmnunziata, Farther south, a like force of B-25's and
Bortong bombed the roads and rallway at San Severino, lHeanvhile, 34
light bombers carried cut intruder rissions over various roads north of
the baittle zcme.90

As the ground siituntion further deteriorated on the 13th, lAAF pre-
pared to throw 1%e full strength against the enemy in close support of
the Fifth Army. Ite firpt task was to oring in troops to strengthen VI
Corps. The plan was to drop 800 trocps of the B04th Regiment of the U, S,
824 Alrborne Division on the night of 13/14 and 2,100 troops of the 505th
Begiment on the night of 14/15, botk drops to be immediately behind VI
Corps. On the latter night a second forece was to be dropped nesr
avelllno; its Joo would ve to dlsrupt the movement of Gerusr troops south-
ward,

The first misslon, known as GIAWY I (Revised.)g was set up with only
a few hours'notice, the 5lst and 524 Troop Carrier Wings being notifted
of the migglon at 1330 houre on the 13th, orders for the misslon to be
carried out being issued at 1830 hours, and the first planes talring off
at 1930. Three pathfinder aircraft led the way. They ook off from
Agrigento, Sicily, shortly after dusk with BO paratroopers snd Eureka

ST T AT,
RN ATTNE S

THIS PAGE Declassmed IAW EO12958




A B A
. - - '

AT T E T e T Riemsmane wan *‘A- . T _,wfi T i‘&; _1 - *;.':jb*:_" Faa “; -i -r"l
r ; @ &E‘ﬁ"h{. % X W S
| WAPLES 0;_-‘7 ME
!

I

er
X

DZ (GIANT
} SALERNG /f\\ | TALY

i

|

1.

Dz ) f 1
\ (GLANT !|

\ 1 ANDIT) 4

Lieass PRQ - 1

7?/!”!‘/7217!'&17 Séa _ IMFRESGHI PT. i
~ ”

]| o, i
!L . C BONIEATI I

i §TROOP:CARRIER - OPERATIONS: , '
¢ * AVALANCHE- | ‘

s, Wis SepremBem 1943

b
i :
4
CVATICANO
% G.RGSOGOLM
iL o’/ Y [MESSINA
\ PALERMO '
L
i
~ El
.
s SICILY
“A("‘q "\\ .
4 9% - . wfCATANIA
‘Q@ A?,g ~ /h""‘--..._
R AT TR
Y Isr ~
lnds p\E,q MgLy7’
_ / ;
~—_ M TS
. - Wy
e AR . |

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



AATRH-15

bezacons, Krypton lamps, and Hendie-Talkies {SCR-536's), andé dropped the
paratroopers and egulpment squarely on the Drop Zone 3.5 miles south of
the Sele Fiver. ‘Mthin three minutes the Rebeccs~Turekas were in opera-
tion, Fifteen minutes later 82 C-47's and 0-E3's of the €lst, 313th,

end 3l4th Treop Carriler Groups began coming in from Comlsc end [Hlo-
Trapani,gg most of them homing on the Burekas, snd the paratroopers
poured out, The oulk of them hit within 200 yards of the DZ and all were
wlthin one mlle except B Company of the 1lst Battalion, which was dropped
8 t0 10 miles southesst, Lot a plane nor o mon was lost on the mission
axd only one man was injured, zlthough more then 600 men were dropped.
The paratroopers were teken by truck to a point near Albsnella, After
helping to stop the German advence the regiment went over to the offensive
on the 17tk znd took Alteville,

On the following night (14/15) Trocp Carrier carried out the gecond
misslon, GIANY IV, when 125 planes of the 6lst, 313th, and 314th growps
aropped 1,900 men with thelr equipment, he same DZ and same general set-
up that haod been used the previous night in GIAIT I (Rovised) were used,
ernd the drop was egually successful. The bulk of the troops landed within
200 yards of the DI, and all come down within g mile and g helf except
soue 40 men who were droppned 20 mlles morth. Sixiy walting trucks took
the troops from the DZ to battle stations, one battalion being placed in
front of Agropoll, one at Ogliastro, and one by Cspacclo. The men
relioved the beach engineers and service troops who hod been prossed
into service for a last-ditch stend in case the Germans attscked on V1

Corps! rignt xvingland vho by now were taree days behind in their Job of
i o
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unloading over tie beaches) and the tired and battered 45th Division which

had been in the line since the landings.gs

The third of the misslons, kwown as GIAUT IIT or AVALANCHZ Drop,
which was carried out on the night of 14/15 in the vicinity of Avellino,
was not as successful as the two drops near Paestum. Zorty aircraft of
the 64ith Troop Carrler Growp hauvled €00 paratroopers of the 809th Airocorne
::egiment t0 a D2 2,5 miles soubh of Avelllino and 25 miles due north of
Salerno. Fifteen of the planes dropped their men in the vieinity of the
D7 but the remainder of the froops landed anyvhere fron 8 to 25 milem
away. Zhe average dlsterce from the DZ for all of the 40 plemes was seven
niles. The men landed in scattored and small groups. lNost of them come
dowm in woodlands and vineyards which made 1t difficudlt for them to
asserble, In addltlon, most of their eguiyment bundles were lost, no
nortars or bazookas ever being found., As 2 result only a emall forece
succeeded in reachlng Avellino, Thls force blew & hole in the uwain bigh-
way bridgze and tnen took to the hills, as did the other groups. Aifter
walting several days for the arrivel of the Fifth Arny the scattered
elexents moved south and bit by bit made contact with the advencing
Allied forces. 3By 8 October only 118 men out of tne 600 wno had been
dropped were gtlll llisted as Xlled, captured, or mlissing.

The lack of success which attended the 4vellino drop resuited from
a eomblnntion of eircumstances. The limited range of the 5¢ transmitter
and the Aldls lamps which the pathflander force set up prevented all but

a few of tne alreraft from receiving the necegsary honing irndieations:
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high hills about the DZ proovably further shortened the range of these

LAFRH=15 &
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instrumente. “he planes found it difflcult to plek oubt the DI area be-
cause of a similarlty in toposraphy anong several valleys and ranges of
allle in the vieinity, It was not posslole %o use visual ground signs
a8 had been dope in the %vo Sslerno drops wnere--vecause toe ares was
in friendly territory-—a large Llighted T had pointed down-wind to the
DZ. lioet imporiant of all, perhsps, was the fact that the mountains
sround Aveliino foreced the troops to drop from helghis ranging from 3,000
to 5,000 feet (uhereas the Salerno drops had been made from 60U feet),
vwhich naturelly made pin-vointing :lmpossible.%

iio enemy alr opposition to these taree missions showed uwp, although
during GIAWT I (Bevised) an enemy plene was over tne area of the DI for
30 minutes. lor wag any flaok encountered, and no small-arms fire exeept
on the Avelline drop where a few planes were noled., llore important was
the fact that there was no fire from friendly gung as there had been
Guring the paratrooper ané glider operations at the opening of the
Sleilian campaign. 98

The resulis of these meveral drops caused General llarshall to ex-
prese the feeling that the Allies were not sufficlently developing the
alrborne facllities available to taem., #The Sicillan and the present
campalen, " he said, "nlght hove developed very &fferently if we had
been in a position to hondle simultoneously more than one airborme
division.® Ho felt--and General Arnold agreed-~that the Germans were

particularly afrald of Allled airborne operations and that such operations
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would help 1mmensely with OVERLORD. As a result of General.larshall's

N L

statements the CCS instructed the Combined Staff Planners to reconsider
the Angle-imerican program and policies for the orgsnization and employ-
ment of airborne troops and their supply by air.%

Cn the 14th, as the ground situation entered its most critical stage,
NAAF went all-out in direct aid to the Fifth Army, Its bombers, fighter-
bombers, and fighters flew more than 1,900 sorties. NATAF's fighters and
fighter-bombers flew more than 1,000 sorties on patrols over the bridge-
head and the offshore shipping and on bombing and strafing attacks
against targets of opportunity in the batile area. In the latter attacks
the U. 3. 2-36'g destroyed 69 venicles and damaged 35, mainly around
Eattipaglia and Torre Annunziata; P-38's, some of them operating as dive
bombers ,97 zttacked vehicles, roads, bridges and yards in the same
localities and at Auletita, Eboli, and Avellinoi P-40's bombed the docks
and railway at Torre Annunziata; and fighters of DAF, sweeping north
from new bases at Reggio, strafed transport around Eboli. In all, the
fighter-bombers dropped 159 tons of bombs during the day.

Heavies and mediums--with most of the heavies flying two missions—-
divided their attention on the lhth between roads leading into the Sslerno
area and German concentrations of troops and supplies in the Battipaglia-
Tholi sector, Thirty-four B-17!s dropped 102 tons on Pompeii and 37
more dropped 108 tone on Torre Annunziata. lore than 100 U. S, mediums
pounded the roads leading northwards to Avellino and southeastwards to
Luletta with approximately 140 tons. Ninety-nine B-17's, 154 B-25's,

98 B-24's, and 36 RAF Beltimores blasted the area around Battipaglia and

Eboli with 497 tons of explosives, In all, NAAF's bambers fiew more
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than 700 sorties daring the day, exclusive of night misslons.

Durlng this stage of the operations-wand through the 15th--Strateglce
Alr Force was a tactical alr force, for its heavies and medlums operated
directly in cooporation with the ground foreces and its attacks were purely
tactical in nature, Some of its planes bombed so close to the Fifth
Army that "a miss would have been disasirouns. w98

Outside of the vattle ares, aloag the Adriatic coast, 19 B-24!'s,
formeriy of the Ilinth Air Force~-whose heavies had been transferred on the
13th to the Twelfth iir Foree®P--hit the Pescara }/Y's.

On the night of 14/16 NAAF's Yellingions launched theolr heaviest
attack to date in the central llediterrancan when 126 zlreraft continued
the releniless assauvlt on Battipagliz and Tholl by dropping 240 toms of
bonbs, B-25's also hit Eholl and bombed roads around Auletta and Crolone,
vwhile light bombers contlnued their intruder migssions over roads leading

to the battle area.

The attacks of the l4th and the night of 14/15 were highly successful,

The railroad llnes from Torre Anmunzlada Lo Castellamnre, Salerno, Haples,
auil Cancello all were cu$ by dlrect hits. The highway to Naples northwesd
of Torre Annunziata was blocked, snd roads to Castellamare and Naples
wore peverely dannged. At Battipaglia ithe Haples, lletaponto, and Reggle
rall lines were cub, the rords to Faples and Fubtino were out and the
bridge destroyed, and the road to MHetaponts was severely damaged.loo

The bomber miaslons on the 14th--as well on the 12th and 13th--met
almost no enemy opposltion, B-25's over Battinaglia on the 14th en-
countercd froxm 10 to 16 Me-103'g and shot down two of them wlithout loss,

and e ellington over Pompell on the night of 13/14 tangled with a nighi
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fizhter Ju-838 without resulis. Ctherwise the 2llied bombers went thelr
way wamoslested, E‘ize eneny was using =21l the strength he coudd muster in
offenslve misslons against the Fifth Army and its shipping, leaving his
own troops completely exposed (except for defense by some flak) to HAAT's
round-the-cloct asgault.

On tne 15th LAAT flew about 1,400 sorties, fewer than on the pre-
vious day, but in the battle zone it "threw the book" st the enemy. The
comblned fighter and fighter-bomber sorties over the battle erea tobtaled
around .850 of vhich only about 300 were beach patrols. These patrols met
about 7?5 eneny sorties, and in a serles of scattered combats shot down
seven F/-190's, probably destroyed three, and dameged two, while losing
one Spltfire and one P-40,

The 549 fighter~boinber sortles wers flown by 317 Pw38's, 175 A-3b's,
and B7 AR Kittyhavizs, the latter onerating from the recently occupled
field at Grottagile, in the Heel. In all, the fighter~bombers dropped
171 tons of bombs, and they hit jJust about every square mile in the
Salerne area, with special emphasis on the Zboli, Battipaglia, Avellino,
and Auletta sectors. Venleles, troaps, gun positions, and roads were
bormbed and strafed, liore then 300 vehicles were destroyed, and on the
side the A-36's shot down one enemy plane, probably destroyed another, mnd
damaged two mors wlthou% loss $o themselves,

Sombers of WASAF and WATAF flew 92 heavy, 250 medlum, and 88 1light
bomber sorties during the day, dropping 483 tons of bombs on battlefield

targets and lines of cormunication. The <4-17's worked on the Rattinaglia-

Eboll road and ths roads at Torre del Grecs; the B-25'z attacked the
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the 3-26's hit targeds on the Battipaglia-Tholl, Serre-%boll, and Anleita-
Polla roadg; and the light bonmbers attacked troop concentrations at ITboll
and in the areas east of Altaville and north of Eoccadaspide., On the
side, 26 Iiberators attacked the I1/Y's and highway at Potenza, Strategle
on the 15th, as on the l4th, was & tactlical alr force, onerailng in direct
cooperation with ground troops.ml

On the aight of 15/16, 123 Wellingtons kent up the terrific pregsure
on the enemy by dropping 240 tons of bombs on the roads at Torre Annumziata
and Pormpell, and 43 U, 5, medluvms and 49 RAT and SAAR light bombers
struck roads in the battle area,l0?

The results of the intense and concenirated bombings from the 1°th
through the loth were profound. They could hardly have been otherwise
with both Stratezlic and Tactlceal throving their full welght sgalnst the
eneny troops, transport, and aupply bases la the lim!.t:sd area around the
Salernc babtlefleld and mgainst llnes of communlcation close to the battle
zone, with more than 3,000 tons of bombg beling dropned by owver 2,400
planes, with moet of Strategicis bombers flying two sorties a day a2t the
helght of the air offensive, and with HAAF's airoraft powring onto the
actual target areas an average bomb demslty of 760 tons per square mile.
VWhole towns were destiroyed, roads and rallroads obliterated, and troon
and motor tramsport concentrailons severely damaged or-~in nany instznces--
wiped out. The heavies even attacked repeatedly enemy forces lmmediately
opposite the Fifth Army, Whever before,® sald Headquartere, MAC, thave

bomos been employed on a battlefield in such quantities or with such
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The Gernans In the Sele Rlver salient could not stand up under the

10< naval shelling, and grouvrd fire; and by the

conbinstlon of bombing,
end of the 15th thelr dangerous attack had been blunted. Their troop
and vehicle concentrations, parficulerly in the Sattipaglia-Iholl ares,
vere so battered that it wae not possiblie for them o continue their drive
agalnet the Fifth Army. How many enemy troops were knoeked out of the
1ighting by HAAF'g planes cannot be determined, but reports indicate that
over 300 vehicles were destroyed and almeet 200 demaged by fighter-bombers
alone. In general, the lines of commumicstion leading into the batile
zone were s0 thoroughly interdicted that by the end of the 15th the flood
of Geryman reinforcements which had been coming down from the north and
up fron the south had been reduced to a trickle., Speeifically--to use m
fow examples--the llaples-Salerno roaods and railroads wexe virtuslly closed
to traffic as the result of severs damsge in and around Pompell, Torre
Annunzista, and Torre del Greco; the main Fome-Hanles railroad tracks wers
cut and the coast ro=d was blocked; at Potenza all through-lines were
blocked ond the town itselfw-not easily by-passed--was badly smoshed;
every road out of Castelnmuova was wrecked: the Capua road bridges wers
broken, the rallroad bridge damaged and the rail llnes cuty the Auletta-
Lagonegro road was no longer usable; whlle within the battle area around
Battipaglia and Iboli there was the ssverest damags to roads, railroads,
and bridges--most of the llnes being commletely unserviceable--as well
as to military installations, rolling stock, Y/Y¥'s, barraciks, and the
towns themselves, 100
By the morning of the 16th the exiemy wag pulllng back and the situasion
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was 20 generally improved that the FLfth Army was preparing to go over
1086
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to the offensive. The beachhead was sgeenre snd the Americans and
Sritish were on the mainland to stay. But it had been & elose eall,

The Allies had been as near o & serlous defeat as they would ever be
during the longz If{allan campalgn, and ab a tlme when & seiback wouwld
have had the moet unforiunste consequences, It had talken the combined
efforte of the ground, maval, and alr foreces to turn the tlde. The alr
forces had played thelr part well, General Spaantz feeling that the opera-
tions had demonstrated "to a greater exbent then ever before the impor-
tance of Alr Force flexiollity in organlzatlon and operations and the

107 gy

decisive effect which air power has in comblned operatlons.!
valus of NAAF's eontrioution in this most eritical period was exsressed
by General Alemsnder, who wrote on 17 September that Genersl {lark had
asked him to eonvey to lIALT the sincere thonke and appreciation of the
Difth Army ior tne "maguifleeat alr support® which had beer glven to the
ground troops. IY had, sald General Clark, "eontriputed nuch to the
succass? of the grovnd operations, and Yall were most entnusiastie in
thelr aecclain of the close and continuons support whlch has been given
then by the Air Forces.," Gen. Sir Harold ilexander added words of nraise
of his ow:n:loB
The trewmendous air attaciks added greatly to the morale of the
ground and naval forcea and, in addlition, have infileted on tha
enemy heavy losses in men and egquipment. Fhey have seriousty
interfered with hig movements, interrunted nis communieriions, and
Drevented his concentratiocn of the necessary torces to launeh large-

geale attacize, You have contrisuted immeasurably to the svecess of
our operations.
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0f this mesaoage General Spaantz wrote: Wever before have the Al

109
Forces been glven such sincerse recognition by an Army Commander,!

S0 entlrely were the alr forces commltted to éirect support of the
ground foreces that none were ieft for trips ints northern and central
Italy, with the result that General Elgenhower cabled tne CGS to suggest
that 1t would help matters if bombers from the TX could strike a blow
egalnet the German lines of comamunicatlon into northern Italy: and so
great was the need for the allwount effort of the air forees on nenalf of
the ground troops-that he informed the 00S that the situatlon would be
helped if the 008 would return to tho MHedlterransan the three 3-24 groups
which had formerly operated there, as they would be very useful for
nitting lines of communiention close to the rear of the battls area dur-
ing the coming two weel’s., Toth suggestions were approved:by the COS and
were carried out promptly by the Rightn Alr Force and the RAF in the Th.
Cn the night of 16 September 340 PAT plenmes and § B~17's bombed the 1/Y's
ot llodane in southerr Irance in an effort to close the northern end of
the Mont Cenls Tunnel. At the same time the Tighth digpatched 80 air-
craft, 98 combabt erews, and 446 noncombat personnel of the 44th, 934,
and 389th Bomb Groups (H) fo the Medlterranezn to assist in the Itelian
carpalgn, These plones began operations on the Rlst and continmed to
fly missions for LAY through 1 Qetober. 110

The Allief Commomder-in-Chief was also concerned that his alr force
might not be able to contirue ite operatione on the scale which he felt
was necessar; to the success of Allied arms. On the 14th he cabled

Cenersl Marahall that alr oversiions in BAYHOUL and AVALARCHE had
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serlously toxed hls rescurces iz crews ance equipment, the actual ermloy-
ment of the aly forces having greatly exceeded the plammed employment,
To reduce the scale of the present alr effort might be dlsastrous, he
iglty yet the air force "is Delng depleted by attrition losses and will
to furtker depleted by loasses through completlon of combat tours.! 3By
1 Octobexn, 28 per cent of the 3-17, 20 ver cent of the E-26, 56 per cent
of the E-25, and 72 per cent of the P~38 ecrews would have completed their
tours. Such erews would still be used, but obviousl) thelr efficiency
would be lovered and their losses in equipment worlé be heav‘y.nl

Cormpletion of combat tours was especlally rapld in the !lediterranesn
ag a result of a combination of exmcellent flying westher during the
summer months and the lerge number of sorties in supsort of land cen-
palgns., Alr erews finiched thelr 50 missions in four to six wonths; so,
despite lov easuslbty rates, the normsl 15 per cent replacement rate
seemed to the thenter commandere to be too low. Generzl Doollttle felt
that big XII domder Commznd faced a eriftical shortage of combat persommel
dus to rotation of war-weary crews.lla

HAAF received no immediate reinforcements as a result of Genersl
Iigenhover's depositlon., The Assistant Chief of Alr Staff., Operations,
Commitments, and Requirements noted th:ezt on 1 October, after making =
15 per cent alloance for atirition durlng Septesber, the Twelfth Alr
¥Yorce would have on hand 230 B«17's (an overage of 38), 265 B-25's (an
overage of 137), 236 B-26's (an overage of 65), and 381 P-Z8's (an
overage of 186); he further noted that the only way by vhich the thester

could return a large percentage of crews darlng Sepltember and October
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would be for the AAF to send September crew graduastes to North Africa

inatead of to UXZ as presently planned, 113

On 22 September, General
Marshall informed General Fisenhower that no P-Z8's over ths number al-
rTeady allotted to the M0 would be avallable. He noted that the USAAF's
air forees in other theaters ware sven shorter on replacements than was
the lediterrenean, and he was hopeful, now that AVALANCHE wae secure, that
the pressure on NAAY's fighter planes would be greatly reduced.ué" How-
ever, it was planned to increase the replacement rate from 15 per cent to 20
ver cent (troop earrier crews from 7,5 per cent to 10 per cent), effective
in January 1944, Thie was to be the minimunm figure, and a larger per-

centage of replacenents would be sent whensver possihle.ll5

Seconlaxy Alr Opergtions, 2-15 Sspiember

Thile HAAF's plenes had peen holpins to esteblish and then to save
the Salerno bridgehesd, 1ts alreraft also had been busily engaged in
carrying out the several seccondary tasks with which the air forces wore
charged,

Svery nlght Vellingtons dropped hundreds of $housands of "fnickels®
over central and northern Italy, CGorsica, and Sardinia.lle Regularly,
P-40's swent over southern Sardinila looking for signs of enemy air activity--

117 Daily, PRV sent its planes over eneny berritory in

and finding none.
search of targets and concenbtratlions and snllfts of troops and alreraft,
and on denage assessment rissions, A typical PRV day between the 9%h

and the 15th was the 13th: one plane covered Foggie A/D and satellltes:
a second covered Termoli and Auletta; a third examined alrfields in the

Fome area; s fourth phobtogravhed A/D's at Froslnone, Agulno, and Snoleto;
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a f1fth covered AfD's and ¥/Y's in the Naples arca; o sixth examined
Venice, Vercna, and otiher northern ciltles; and a seventh took a look at
citles in wesbern Yugloslavia. At the same time elght PEY planes covered
roads in central Italy: one covered all ports on the west ccast north
of Rome, plus the igland of Elba; another obiained 36-ineh cover of
borbed areas for damage assessment; fwo tlew extonslve cover of the ports
and AfD's in Oorsica and Sardinie; end three laltawbased planes covered
the cities, ports, and A/D's of southern Italy. These misslons were
flown by Spltfires, FubAls, and Mosgultoes. -The eneny mede gtrenuous
ufforts to interfere with PRil's missions by sending up both plenes and
flalz, but the fast, high-fiying photo planes alvays got home with no more
damage than an occaslonal flalk lmi':.e\.:"':]‘8

FAPRW's work might have been more valuable had the wing headguarters
not remalned in Torth Afrlen during September. This caused delays of wp
to 48 hours 1an delivery of the imortant vertieal photos to units in the
field in Italy. Tnis uneatisfactory situation was yartly slleviated by
having & supporting tac/recce equodron meke a number of pin-point photos,
Cn one occaslon suech photos were requested by an infentry division, taken,
develcped, interpreted, and the terget fired on by division artillery in
the space of six hours, +12

Cozetal Alr Force stuck steadily to iis numercus and uncpectacular
but important tasks., The nlght of 11/12 and the day of 12 September may
be taken as typlesl examples of CAF activities. One hundred and twenty
of ite fighters (ineluding 56 planes of the French Air Force) successfully

escorted four alreraft carrlers, belng sssisted in the Job by 18 Nudsons,
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Yellingtons, Swordfishes, and alruses, One of 1is Hudsons sighted 2
surfaced submarine off Sardinis and attacked it with four deptr charges,
out witnout positlve results. Dight fighters scrambled agairlst plotted
hoastiles., Besufignters and P-3Y9'z were on patrol fron;z Tallys to Cherchel
and over the harbvors of Alglers, Bizerte, and Oran, Zwo Spitfires
searched for a VYellimgbon reported down at sea north of Bone, and four
hours later a rescue launch picked wp geven gurvivors. Several other
alr-sea rescue searches were conducted but without results, Fourteen
fighterr escorted an alreraft carrier without ineldent. Two J-boat huntao
vere condupted with no success, but a third hunt regulted in the bowbing
ond destruction of a submarine., ¥Wellinzbons, llarauders, and saltimores
reconnoltered Sardiniz and Corslea, the northern Heditervanesn coast
from liarsellles to Piowbino, and the aporoaches t¢ Toulon, Genoa, Spezis,

and the northern TZyrrhenian and Ligurian seas.lao

Suncery of the Alr Zifort
The extent of NAAF's operations during the four critical days from

the 12th through the 15th ls indleated by the faet that its planes flew
more than 6,000 sortliesz and dropped over 3,B00 tens of hombe., Three-
quarters of all the soriies were flown by pilots of :bhe Twelfth Alr Force.
Of the total sortles, flgntere flew around 2,700 and fighter-hombers 800D,
with probably 300 of the fighter sorties actually being fighter-tomber in
pature, lediums flew ¢lose to 1,100 sorties, heavlies around 550, light
pombers some 400 anc nlght bombers abeut 300 for a totel of more than

2,300 Dbomber sorties, not including fighter-bombers. FPlanes of PEW put
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in alwost 100 sorties. Alreraft of Joastal, which d4id not operate over
the mainland during the period, rlew an average of around 100 sorties
per da;‘.lzl
The ecope end value of the operations of the fighters and fignter-
vombers during the first 10 days of AVALANCHE (&-17 Septerber) is well
illustrated by the activities of three groups of 2-38%g, the 1st, 14th,
and 824 Flghter Groups. The groups?! planes were basged around Gerbini,
Sieily, 715 miles xrom Salerno, so taat esch flight, exclusive of the
distance traveled while patrolllng or of the extra miles flown while
boribing beyond the bridgehead, was 430 miles, The totzl time required
for a round-trip and a one-hour pebrol was three and one-half hours. A
mission of such length and dnration in a fighter plane was a grueling
affelr. Hevertheless, the three groups flew 2,771 sorties, with an
average of 2728 aircraft in commission (or more then 12 missions per plane),
and kept 24 planes over the beaches at all times during dayliznt hours,
12 planes talring off every 30 minutes. The growps dropped 1,331 hombs,
shot down 11 enemy planesg, destroyed 35, and damaged 41 on tke ground by
etraflng, They logt 25 vlanes but had only 1 pilot killed in action
and 10 missing.lgg
llo less worthy of recognition was the work done by the groupst
ground crews. There wers only 300 men per group but they cared for all
maintennnce and servieing, hzndled all bombs, ammunitlon, gascline, ete.,
and took care of housekeeplng, guerd duties, and ather serﬁces.las

In the period from 1 threugh 15 Septemver in support of JATTOUN and
.

AVALAGICHE, FAAT's aireraft flew approximately 17,500 sortles, Planes of

foirialaninl § AL 11 3
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the USAAF accounted for almost exactly two-thirds of this mumber, U. S.
fighters (not incliuding A-26's which, as fighter-bombers, are counted
in the bomber totals) flew some 5,200 sorties and BAT fighters flew around
4,750, a total of 10,950, Rombers of all types flew 6,450 sorties, with
U. 8. bomvers nccounting for around 5,350 and PAF Wellingtons for 1,100,
During the period a total of approximstely 10,000 tons of bombs were
dropped, around 7,400 by U, S. bombers and fighiter-tombers, and 2,500
by the RAF, UNAAF's ailrcraft shot down 221 enemy planes, while losing 89,
0f the vietories 80 per cent were céedited to the USAAF, whose bombers
accounted for 100 enemy planes and whose fighters imocked down 67; the
rexaining 54 planes were destroyed by the EAT, 50 being knocked down by
boabers and 4 by fighters. OFf the 8Y planes lost, the USAAF lost 59
(22 borbers and 37 fighters), wolle the PAT lost 30 (¥ bombers and 23
fighters). Flgures on Coastel's operations for the perloed are not availa-
vle, bul durlng the period from 1 through 8 Septewber its planes flew a
total of 2,269 sortles, of which number 1,344 were convoy eacort.l

Trom the end of the Slcilian cermpaign on 17 Auvgust throusn the
checking of the German counterattac:s on 1E September the several elements
of FAAF flow a total of 18,193 fignter sorties and 2,250 fighter-bomber
gortles. llost of them were cover for the assault beaches of 3AYIOV and
AVALAICHS; the reuainder were alr support missions, in the course of
which fighter-boabers dropped 1,060 tons of bombs. Durlug the same
period Conotall's planes flew 3,571 sortles on defensive missions, convoy
cover, air-sea rescue, U-boat huats, ebe. Fighter cover was civen by

Cocstal to 357 convoys without a single shipping loss. Interceptlons
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by Coastal tobaled 547 and resulted in the destriction of 37 enemy
airoraft, the sinklay of three eneny ships, and the damaging of 16,
Twenly~two alr-ses rescues were accomplished., Durinz the period bombers
flew more taen 8,000 sorties and dropned over 14,000 tons of bombs.
A1l elements of FAAF destroyed in combat 324 enenyv fighters and 68
pombers, and destroyed on the ground 404 eneny Ffighters and 107 bombers.
ALgainst these impressive flgures FAAR lost 130 fighters (28 of them to
flalk), 19 heavy boubers {8 to £lak), and 56 medlums (41 to flax),l2P
During the eriiieal days at Saolerno the two other Allied ground
operatlona on the mainland had coantinued to move steadily forwsrd, On
the Calaorian front Zghih Army reconnalssance units had reached Sapri,
75 road miles below Poostun, and advance pabrols were stilll further north.
Do the cash, troops were moving northwards from the Spezzano area. Fnemy
demolltions continued to be the chief obstzacle to the advance. On the
Apullan front the Allles, now reinforeced, controlled everythinz south of
& line llottola-Oastellanetn-~Ginosa and all of the Heel except a small
area around Brindisl; they had patrels extonding noxth and northeast
Troa Mottola to the .\driatie, inelwding Barli. Only around Glola wers
the Germans putting wo any resistanca.lgs
Things also were going well for the Allles in 2nd across the
Yyrrhenian Sea, The lsland of Capri had been occupied on the nizht of
12/13, without opposliiion, and radar faellities and s motor boat station
had immediately been set up by the Ilavy. In Sardinia the Germans vers
pulling out rupldly, apparently golng to Corszlea from La liaddalenn, after

having destroyed thelr installafions and airfields on the northern half
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of the lsland., On Corsica, patriots and Italian troops were harassing
the Gormang at all nolnks, tui the latbter were in sufficlent strength
to hold those places cn the island (notably Dastia) essential to a

conplete evacuntion-~vhich would not come for another two wee::s.la?
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Chaptor IV RNBMRE]

AIR OPZ-ATIONS LURING THE LASY JALF OF SEPTENB.AR

Nt s

g,

=

From tne 16th to the 27th of Scptemver when the Elghth Army entered
Fogrla and to the lst of Ocbover when the Fifth Army moved into Ifaples,
the story of the Itzlian campalgn ls one of steady Allled golns across
rugged terraln and ageinst a tough and ekllliul foe. The perlod properly
should be annlyzed in two phases, Fhasge one, from the L6th through the
18th, saw the German forces in front of the Fifth irmy pass from the
offensive to the defensive and vegin to withiraw froa the Salerno Plain,
the Fifth Arny talze over all of the Salerno area from the beaches to the
momntaineg, the Fifth Joln with the Blghth, and the Tighth advance pagt
Potenzn, Glola, and Bar., Pnase $wo, from%f)th through the 30th, was
featured by hard fichting on tane Fifth Aruy front amongz the hille and
mountelne between Salerno and Haples~ivellino, the debounening of the
Fifth Army onto the Naples Plein on the 28%h, the capture of Yaples and
Avellino, and--in the Dighth Aruy sector--the seizure of QJerignola, Toggia,
and the whole of the Gargano Peninsula.l

Tith the eanture of the port of Taples by the PLf'th Army and the
overrunning of the Foggla alrflelde by the Zighth, the primary missions
of AVALANCHT and BATTOVI had becn accomplished, In no smarl part these

successes were made possible by the elr forces.

Dirch Phase: 16219 Sepherier
During the flrst phagse of the mctlon of the last twoe weeks of

Septenbey, that ie, from the 16tk throusn the 19th, tne air forces were
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engaged in carrying out four major misslone in furtherance of the Fifth
Armyls aévance: (1) interrupting the Germen withdrawal; (2) foreing
concentrations of men and material by limlting end restrioting the enemy's
nmovements, and then destroying persomnel and equipment by light and
flghter-bonber attacks on the concentrated tergets; (3) hitting critical
communicatlons objectives north of the batile sres witn keavy ang mediunm
boubers for the purnese of preventing the rovement of relnforcements as
well as for ecutting lines of eccepe which the eremy mlght use in the svont
of an Allied brecl-through; and {4) teking counter-alr-force measures in
order that the Gormon air force mischt not be able to hinder the advsnee
of the army or interfere too seriously with the three air foree migsions
noted above.z The return of Stratesgic to sirikes agalnst communlecations
end to comnter-zlr-force operztions after almost a weelk of tcotical snd.
quasi-facticel activities wos made possible by the Inproved ground
sitmtion.z

"0ur air force,’ Ceneral Iisenhower cabled to the GOS on the 16th,
®eontinues %o be super’b."4’ UAAF's activities on thot doy merited the
words of praise., Heovies flew 106 sortres and mediums 234, The more
than 400 tons of bombs which they dropped were directed azainst the outer
ring of commmications targets, the main attacks belng delivered against
the Capus and Benevento bridges and roads mné the lignano, Isernie, and
Caserts roads. In addition, 20 B~24's formerly of IX Bomber Command hit
the Potenza road junetions vith 42 tons. That night Vellingbons flew
133 gorfies over the roads and bridges at Torre Ammunzizia and Pompeil,

dropping 240 tons of bombs. Fighters and fighter-bombers flew close to
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500 sorties against enemy troops and positions and in defense of the
beach ares. In all, liA¥'s planes flew more than 1,200 sorties and dropped
8ligshtly more than 1,000 tons of bombs, '

The enemy's actlvity during the day was up a bit from the 15th, 120
sorties belng flown, all of them againat shipping and the beschhead, His
prineipal success wzos the damnging of Hid nggniig,a

Beginning on the night of 16/17 September, the Allied air foreces!
heavies and medinms shifted thelr attacks to enemy alrdromes which, zince
the night of 11/12, nad enjoyed five days of respite from demolition
and fragmentation bombs (while Strategle and Tactieal had been directing
their full eiforte toward reducing eneny presgure on itne bridgchead) and
vwhich now were veglnning to show sizma of increased aetivity., In particu-
lar i% was lnportant that the Foggla installations, Viterbeo, and the fields
near Hone be smashed, revorts from "Y' service and proto reconnslssance
having indlcated that the Foggla bases held four Gruwpen of Fu-58's and
many fighters, Titervo two Gruppen of Ju-8u's, and the Pome fields a
large number of filghters apd fighter~bombers, It wves not necessary to
attack the Maples fields or Capua, none of which were serviceable, or any
1ields south of 41° ¥ (I aplec~Parl line), all of whicn were elther in
Allled hands or too badly dammged to ve used by the GAF.G

The sirdrome blitz was opened on the nlght of L6/L7 by 89 ilellingtons
vhich dropped 100 tons of bombs on the fighter base at Cisterns/Iittoria,
nezr Rone, leaving the field "a mass of fire." On the 17th 55 B-1l/'s
pounded Ciamplno Ilorth and South (the Rome flelds) witn 206 tons of nigh
explogives, and 72 Bw26's and 60 B-25's craciked down on FPrazetica di liare

alrfield {on the coast, southuest of Fome) with 1%6 tons. Strile naotog
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showed that 80 plunes and 18 glicers were dostroyed or dumeged in these
ralds., Th-t nlght 64 Wellingtons went for the Tighter base at Cerveierdt
(on the Via Aurelia, west of Fome) with 11Y tons whico smesned hongars,
destroyed many alrcraft on tne ground, and left larze flres burning. On
the 18tu follow-up raids wore nade op Vlampine South by 36 B-25'a and on
Practlea di lhre by 86 B-26%s, with henvy Gaucge to grounded plames and
installations., A very suacesaful strafing atinek wae carried out by 91
P~338's over the four most active of the Fogrla bases; 32 eneny planes wers
clalned aa dectroyed and 43 no damnged, Whe voxber fieold at Viterbo was
visited by 71 2-17's and 125 tons; that nizht (18/19) 55 ilellingztons
followed wp the attack wlth 98 tons.7

As en immediate result of this series of attacka on eneny alrflelds
more thon 200 GAF planes (ineluding gliders) were destroyed or damnged
on the grounl, and the fields were so badly battered Shat thel vere of
1lttle servico to the eneny. A further reswdt was to forge the GAF to
withdraw $9 flelds farther north, with & concurrent reductlon in its
ability to operate agninat the Fifth and Eighth Armies. 3By the 2igt the
Pogzln installations and all flelds west of Fog-ia to above Capus had
baen evacuated.,a and the ememy had been reduced (as enrly as the 174h)
to an average of ohout 30 offenslve goriles per doy over ithe batile area
ns cowpored vlth an average of cpproximately 10U durlng the first 10 days
of AVALLLUHE, Only in the watter of reconncsisgaones wac the eaeny's alr
effort norual, his planes flying some 25 reconnnissance sorties dally.

Iwven the GAR fielda farther north were not entirely safe, however,
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as the enemy learned on the 20th vhen 15 B-24!'s attaclred the Peseara
sirdrome which wos loeated well up the Adriatic const.

TAAR's attaclks on slrfields did not prevent Lits planes from also
hitting the enemy's Ilnes of coammication nand troow and equipment con-
centrations, from the 16th through the 20th. EHeavies mnde 2 smnlleseala
attack on roads and rails between Salermo and Avellino, mediums and
1ight bombers went for roads in the battle aren genmerally, B-24's dromped
a total of 163 tons of bowbsg on Pesenura's rall and road junctions, and
1ighter-vombers boubed and gtrafed transvort throushout the battle zone
and on 1ts perlneter as far as Avellino and Pesopagano.g

For the period from the night of 16/17 through 19 September LAAF'g

boubers dropned more than 1,500 tons of exglosives.]‘o

An unueually larze
percertiuge of thlis tonnage was delivered by flchter-bombers., This vas
due to four eonditions. Cne wos & brief period of bad weather around
the 19%h whieh limited the operations of the heavies and mediums. Another
was the decrcase in the encuy's slr effort over the bridgehead which
allowed AF $o reduce its patrols to between 200 and 300 per dsy and
thereby freed many flghter vlanes for fighter-bomber mlsslons. Thig re-
duetlon in the nuzber of planes on patrol did not change the oxiginsl
systen of patrols but merely cut dowvm the number of alreraft over the
area from firct to last light to one squadron each of Spitfires, P-38's,
and P-40's, BHish, medium, and low-aliitude patrols conbinued to be used,

The high patrols, partlcalarly concerned with checkling eneny boubers

carrylng rocket and glider bombs, were alded by smoie sereens put w by
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Allled wvessels, although by the 19th these geresns had to he confined to
the transport area because the hecvy smolzo ovor the bridgehead eirfields
vas chusing exces ive accldents and casuaitizs to landing aircra:t‘t.ll
The third condition explaining the amount of bombdlng conducted by fighter-
bombars was the removal of am inereasingly large number of flghters and
fighter-bombers from Siclly to bases om the mainland, Up %0 16 September
it had not been possiole for XTI ASC to accept tarzsts of opportunity
vecause no righter-boumbers hod been established in the Tifth Army area,
out on the 16th ome squadron of there planes began to use Paestun by day
(returning to Sieily at night) and oy the 2lat three squadrens of the 86%h
Flghter-Zomber Group were operating froam the f:hralt‘:l.]'3
A final condition which improved the 'rorik of the fishter-bombers
(and the fighters) was the establishment ashore of signal commmieations.
The Ancon had handlad all alr foree wireless and telecommmiestions
channsls wmtil the night of 12 Septeuber when 1t left for Alglers; the
Hilorr had then acted as standoy fighter conbrol for the 64th Iighter
Wng and as wireless telecommuxilcations (¥/2) standby for XIL ASC wuntil
the 16th. 3By thot time five lending etrips were belng used by two EAT
Spitfire wings (each less one squadrom), one P-40 groun, ome A-356 group,
one-hatf of an PAF tac/racce squadron, and one-half of a USALF obgervation
squadron; twe ground-control intercentors (60I) and four 1ight warning
setn (L/3) hod been established ashore, in addition o o seaborne GCI
on gn LST in Salorno Bay and a very poor GUI on Copril; and fowr wireless

wnits (WU} hod been set up on the beachhead. By 19 September (D plus 10)

a forward fighter control and a U poet had boen »ut on Canrl; the 84th
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Fighter Mng {bacs of 10 Garsz had been connected by land lines fo the
laonding strips, the G081's, and Headguorters, XI1 AXD, whieh wos in the
rear of VI Corps; and standby /T chonnels had been provided wnerever
needed. 4nis combination of developmenis grently improved fighter end
vighter-bouber onerations. 18

During this perioed the Favy intermittently shelled enemy positions
end tan- and troap conceatrations in support of the ground troops. A P=H1,
placed on call by XLL AlC, assisted by spotting.ld‘:

On the Hlgnth Arny froat HAAF's setivibty was on a limited scale,
partly because of the necessity for employing the dulk of the alr effort
in the F1fth Aroy area and partly because comparotively 1litle sumport was
needed by the Zishth, wkoge maln difficulsy in pursuing the eneny was
that caused by demolitions. DAY Spltflres patrolled the central ond

easbern parts of the battle arsa bubl saw few enemy planes, tne GAW's

dwindiing effort beilng almost altogether acpinst the Tifth Arm L5

Second Phase: 20-80 Septewber

LAAF's snashing attacks on alrfields had rendered the enemy air
wnlts in the vieinlty of the battle area lmpotent, and by the 20tn tne
Alliee were ready to return to tnelr plan of using bomuvardment teo interrunt
the Germon retreabt and to force concentrations so that 1lght bomoers and
fighter-tombers could destroy veorsornel and equipwent. Thoe peried from
20 September to 1 Oelober was glven over almost entirely to operations
of that type, and with & hish degree of success In spite of liwdtotlons
irmosed by intermittently Dhad weather and am inereasing shoritage of

fishter~bomber targets os the Cormens shifted the buwliz of thelr transport

?'ﬂ-; 4 . .

[} -1

N

-w-,r«-—; = e 'M % u.'r";“‘\rg“g
- = 7

e - - -
"
m.
;:i; _;‘l !,\ ‘ﬁ:__.&ﬂf’% _\,H y ——— 1 " Te b B rma ks ba ot £

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




AATEH-1E

operations from daytime to nightiime, woving thelr troone after dark
anG generally on secondary rodds.l6

Zoad Dlocgre and Ulose Cooperciion, 20-2% September., Trom 20 to 24
Senteribeor Strategletls main effort was concentrated on rosd Junetions,
uvridges, and other bottleneclis north and east of Iavles, townrd which
the Tifth Arey was slovly moving anid the mountains above 3alerno, The
purpese of thene abttacks was to destror 2ll bridszes over the lover reackes
of the Voltwrno Ilver end to catter the roads immediately aoove Haples,
thereby creating a series of blogks vwhich would interfere with relnforce-
ventes from vlthout the MNaples area, hinder escape from vithin, and pro.
duce good targets for tmeileal alreraft.

The first set of blocls was astablishes along the line of the
Tolturno. B-~2o's flew 72 sortles (Gropping L07 tons of tombs) against
rell and rosd bridges at Gancello/Arnone, 42 sorties (64 tons) arainst
the Amorosi bridge, and 18 soriles (27 tons) agelnst the Ponte bridge.
E-26'e went for the San Martino bridge witn 36 sortles an® 5l fong and
the Grottominards bridges with 54 sortiee and 77 tons. B-25't and 2-26'g—
26 of eachw-collaborated in pounding the bridses neor Cavua with 83 toms.
Zenevento ané the bridges aear the town were blitzed by 280 tons,
dropped by 89 elllngions, 33 B-17's, and 34 3=25's, 4 second series of
Mloclkze, along the Tormis-lHrncono line, were nnfe rore irmenetrable-~the
region had boen bombeé frequently during the eorlier part of the month—-
by tuo attoacie, the first st Torwi:n when 36 2-06's and 46 TUellingtons
dropped 184 tons, and the second at llgneno which was hit by 79 tons
from 54 2.26's, The Formiz-Mignano line was of particular interest %o

the Allloc because its vestern and eactern ends rested respectively on
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Eighvays 7 and 6 oand beceuse the Gariglieno Eiver ran between the two
to‘«'n.s.l?

In addition to these attecks Strategie's bombers fley a number of
sisslons againet ohjectives direetly chend of the advancing armies,
dropping a total of 166 tons on Castelnuwova, Yorre Ammunzlata, Sarno,
l‘addaloni and Avellirno.

The rasults of these ralds were excellent. Formidable blocks were
created at Forula, {Jaserta, Benevenbo, and 'Ga.s’ﬁelnuova.; road bridges were
dovn ab Lagonegro, Avellino, Oapua and north of Capua, and other briczes
were blocked by craters ot thelr approaches; rallvey bridges were
lmpaecuble ot Formla and Pescara, anc other bridges in Dboth areas vere

unugsble, 18

Heanvbile, light bombers, fignter-bombers, and 2-Z6's of TAF de-
livered small-scale but conslstent attacks ¥ day and night on vatile~
field tzrgets and on troop and transport concentrations near-by., fThe
taryets were seldom the same from one day to the next because of the
constantly shifting ground situstion., Immediately beyond thz vatileflield,
uisslone were flowm over Caserta, Benevenbo, Torre Anmunsizta, Sarno,
Avellino, Castelnuove, Ilocera, and a2 muber of smaller towvma, TFichter-
oomber ascoults were made on the eneny's posliions and conceanbtrations
g% locern, Porenl, Camerelle, San Lucia, Sarno, and Avellino., These
goftened reosictance and alded the Zifth JArmy as 1t pushed 1ta way aeross

the nountring towards the Ianles Plain,lg

although the rupged, wooded
terrain and the skeleton-type of resr-guard resictance employed by the

Gerrone made it difficults for the borberge-and difficult even for the
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tac/recce planes-:-;éo locate good targets.m One feature of these opera-
tiong was the carrying out of nightly armed reconnnissance migslons by
1ight borbera over ronds lezdlng Inic the Salarno aren.

As hed been the case during the nprevious two weelrs, the Highth Army
required far less alr activity on its behalf during the pericd from the
20tk through the 24th than did the Fifth srxy, The Tigbhth continued to
meet little opwosliion excevt 1n the form of demolitlons, for nowhere
elong 1ts entire front, from asbove Potenza eastward to the Adriatie, dld
the Germans put up a renl batile, INeverthelese, the air forces were busy
in the ceniral ani enstern sectors, TATY Spltflres patrolling over the
front and fighbter-bombexrs belng especelally active in the Fogrls area.
Plghter~bomber atbacks of particular lmportance were delivered around

"’
elfi, in the cenbter, and Rarletta and Pogzia, to the east."l

Operations Aszlnst ihe Corsica-lechorn Zvacuatlon Foufe. A speclal
operation by HAAT during the perlod was concerned witn the eneny's Corslea-~
Leghorn evacuntion route, It has alrend; Deen noted that during the
1irst thiree weeks of Bepfermber SAT P-40's and coonon-firing B-58'e were
busy over Sardinla prior to the evocuation of the island by the Germans
durlpg the third weel of the month, To facilitate- the wlthdrawal of
thelr troops and egwlpment from Sardinils the Germans after wrecking the
cirflelds and destroying many alreraft which wers stationed on them, nsed
Coreica as o stepplngstone to the Itallan mainlend, Thie alone would
heve made Coraica of interest to Strategie's bombers, but the fact that

Trench troops and Corsican mpatriots were flghting thelr way north threnmgh

T
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the mountalnous island in g compaign designed to drive out the Germans

)23 and could use

(vho wers alrendy in precess of evacuatlng the laland
help from the alr, gave the bombers an extra reason for attacking lrey
pluces on the island and on the malnland end of the Gernan escape roube.
On the 2lat the Bw24's which haf been sent down from UK 1n response
to General Iisenhower's appeal of the 15th?3 scarried out thelr flrst
migsione under the dlrecticn of SAY, 32 of the heavies dropping Y3 toans
of bombs on Leghorn and hitting several small evacuation craft and damapg-
ing harbor and industriai installations, and 20 attacking the harwvor at
Bestia, Corsica, and scoring str%kes on a number of small vessels., That
night 75 Wellingtons poured 125 tons on Pastia. On the night of 23/24
the lellingtons went for the Plss area, 39 planes dropving €5 tons on
1/¥% in the eity, and 41 unlozding 46 tons on the Ples/Sem Glusto alr-
field, a cenbter of transport alreraft aetivity, On tae 24tk the attzelr on
Pisa ves continued, 54 Buwz4's hitting seversl dridges arnd cutiing every
throuvsgh railway 111:9.24 That night 80 Yelllnsbons dropned 107 tons on
small eraft and medium-sized merchant vessels in the harbor at Leghorn,
end the following day 3t E~ZB's atbacked the Pastla/Rorgo airfleld in order
to interfere with the activities of transuortd ;olancs.gs
Tha alr forces dld not confine thelr attacks to Corsicant and mainlend
evacuation polntas, During the week ending 24 September B-28G's flew 14
sortles againat shipping targets between Coresica ond Zlba. A total of

thlrty-six 75-mn, shells weore firved, ond nits were scored on a dectroyer

an many emall eraft, At the same tine CAF Benufighters nnd B-26's vent
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for enemy trensport sireraft flying between Corsica and the mainlend.
the Ju~52's were flying around 20 sorities anc evacuatbting 1,500 persomnel
per day. On 24 Septenber Sesufighters of 242 Group shot down 19 Ju-E2's,
Thie attaclk, plug the advent of a period of bad flying weather, curtailed
further G4F tranmport activity, bubt oy that time the enemy's alr evacue-
tion was practlcally complete. Therefore, MNACAE aetually accomplighed
little berond the destruction of 30 enemy alroraft.

lleanvhile, Tronch Alr Torce Snitfires o1 CAT, operating from AjJsceio,
Corsicn, afforded nrotection for the ground forees a-ainst enemy ralders
over %he island, with pilots of the Trench 3/ ? and 1/3 Squadrons shooting
¢own nine German plenes, Thelr most notable success occurred on the 24th
when the Luftwaffe mnde one of its two September attacks on Allied ports.
The attack was made agalnst Alacelo by 10 Do-2l7's ené 1 Ju~-88, and of thie

<6 A reature of the raid wes

iorce the Irench Spitfircg shot down flve,
the use by the enemy of the new-tyne glider bomb, this apparently being
the firet time the Domb had been erployed arainet an Allied installati.on,z?

elthough it had bheen used earlier on a few Occasions against shi'_oping.28

Zneny Alr Activity, £0-24 Sepiember. During the perlod from tne 20th
through the 24th the enemy's alr srm was otill flying no more than an
average of 30 offensive sortles per daoy. Fils activities were divided
between the snioping, the beaoches, and NAAF'g airfields below Salerno,
Lronx the latter, llontecorviro and Tusciano received marticular attention.
The raide d1d 1ittle damare, belng on a erall seale (4 to 6 planes) amd
veing attzcked with the sane su,ccessag as In previeus weers by the
fighter patrols which the Allles were continulng to onerate over the
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‘Drid.genead.zo Tnese patrols were moat esseniial over the Dbeaches wnere
virfually 211 of the supplies for the malnland operstions were belng
orovght in., ![he pori of Salerno wes not free from enemy shelling until
the 224, ond even tnen it covld hardle only a part of the shipping, Ine
extent of unloadins activities on the beacnes is irdicated by the fact
et frou the 2th to the 20th of Sepbember 147,527 persounnel, 21,232
vehiclas, and 72,402 tons of sumilies wers 1amled.31
Tne speclal ationtion pald by the bridszchend patrols to the eneuy's
high-level bombers which hrd bean employing roditet and glider bombs (to
the great concara of the naval units overazting offshove) was naylng dlvi-
dends, as no ships were danmaged by sucn atbacks during the period from
the 18th to the 25th. Tmguestionably, tne firm establishment of fighters
ashore nelned to provide a greater gunrnantee for the safety of the ghing
than at any previous tize in the cope:c‘;z‘l:.".*m.3:3 3y the end of the 24th the
eneny!s vlanes wers still ceallins forth a féw alerts, out none of the
nttadis were mresged hore, and ~fter taat date his relds on the Talerno
ares were oo few, swell, wnd mageressive to vother the allies, Sporadic
attacls at nizht were capably handled by TAT zud CAT Beaufighters.srd
During the weer of 1d=-25 Septacber only sgix attasks were made on
Allied bombers by enemy defeasive fighters, ond none was on 2 sczle lurge
enoughh t0 cuuse concern. The encuy's only noranl effort was apgainst TR
mpd LAF reconnodssance planes, 25 atbtampts at intercentlom beings mnde,
notebly over Salarmy and Frosinone.

IL vee ovid2it shat tha GAY was following the samne procedurs as in

Tunieia end Sleily, thet is, ftoe fizhters wero shifted from defensive
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worz a-oinst Allled olreraflt abbacking installntions to offensive opora-
tions coainst Alied troops and shipulng after a pericd of intease offen-
slve activity operztlons began to f2ll off to & few =ortlag per day.-z
sure sisn that the GiT not only had suffered losses which 1t could no
lonser afford bubt was in procest of witadravwing to nev cirfields, In
Tach, by taoc 24tn the GAT hnd moved almost all of 1ts boubers to bases in
northern Italy, and ites rein fighter streénzth waes loeated 1n the Pome arza
znd at Titerbo. The Fogrls coaplex and Sardinin had been abandoned,

Corsica nearly =0, and the Naples commlex was inactive.38

Ailied ZSopber Qpexatlons, 24-30 Sepfonver. Trom the 24th to the Z3th
the 2ifth Army slowly nushed its way through the mounicins between 3alerno
rad Taples-Awvellino. €z the 23%h 10 Qorms brokz through the Paganl Pass
nnd debouched onts the Iaplaes Plain, advancing to Castellanare and tas-
ing Hogera; nranvaile, VI Corps érore north and northeast, toox Avellino
and joined ite right flan’c to the Zighth Armytes left flanikc., The 10 Corns
then ewept throuwzh Fomoll and Torre Annuaziata; 1% was neld up briefly
ot Torre de” (reco but on the 30th wus past Vesuvius; and on 1 Qetaver
ite advance uwnlts moved into 17aples.36 On. the Zighth Army front Togzia
vas telten on the 28th, sand the nexi day the Garzano Fenlnsule was over-
run., The battie line on 1 Oetober gtrefched in o rougn and fiunid arc
vhieh ran froa Maples to o polat about halfuey between Avelllno and
Tenevenbo and then swung almost due north to a line froaw San Baridslemeo
in Galde through Castelauova and Serracapriola to the coast below Ter '011.37

Daring the lnst wesk of Sentember LAAT'e nlones h-d more trounole with

the weathor than s-1th sneur airera:ft Zolne and wind interfered vwith
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eirfield activitles and, together with hoavy clouds, cbscured targets.

Jevertheless, the alr forces nut 1n »n ousy weels, although the btotal
gortles flowm ~nd tons of bombs drogped wera much les< thon during the
ravious weelr and far below the weals of 11-17 September.

Strategie opened the air offeasive with three long-distances suashes
on the 26th agalnst targets in northern Italy. 2olomma was hit by 269
tons dronped by 22 2-17's, the tarzet veing the "YfY¥'s; 14 Fortresses hit
the 3olzano railrond bridge 1ith 35 tons, and 6 bombed the TVerona s
with 15 tons when the were unanle to find RBolzmno beeause of heavy eloud
cover, XHearer nome, 91 BuZ6's attacked the railuwny bridre at Juneello-
Arnone (2t the mouth of the Tolturno Hiver) and road bridges alonsg the
line of the Tolturno at Fonito, laddaloni, and Calazumo; 17 3-2u's bombad
the rond at Ilgrano; and during the nigat of 25/25, 49 Vellinstons hit
the Iorala coasgt road,

Planes making the long trip into northern Italy found the Allled sair-
1ields on Sardinia of walue, a rumber of aircraft londingz on the return

38

triv ot fields around Declmonrmnu, The icland wae nlready adeguately

protected, P-40's of the 32Bth Crow having moved in abt Declmomannu on
the 33&;39 and the estavlishment of servicimg foecllities for setting wn
F=3o's und mediwns for operstions froa the island was progressing.é‘o
Tactienl Adr Force also was bugr on the 25th, attacking fortified
woglitions at Uocera ond Serino and trosy concentrations at Sarno., The
H=25's ond Saltimores flew almont 107 missions cnd dropned close o 175

tons of bonhs,

On the 26%h, ?:‘?th, anc zatl?‘v:letuallr a2ll of tie bombers were nminned
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down to bad weather, the only cperctions of lmporiancs belng o eontinuvation
of the aitacte on concentratlons nt Sarno and Nocera by 48 of TAF's 3.2E'g
on the 26th. These attacts were desimed to zoften wp the enewy for the
Tifth frmpy's impending breaiz-through into the Avellino seebor. .

On the 22th and 30th wezther contianed to ground S4F's heavies, bud
medlums corried on the aseanlt om the Volturno bridsges. The bridges at
Gzneello omd northeast of Onpus were abtbacked by Bl B-26's, 73 tons of
boubs belng drovped; ond 135 B-25's smashed at the bridges south of Plano,
southens? of OGastelvenere, and south of Lworssi, dropning 194 fons. In
these roids bomblag accurney was far below norwal, the bridges receiving
no more than nezligidle dmungn, althoush roads and rallway lines in the
wieinlty were hit,

When NALKF's ‘Jellingbtons failed to record even one sortie on the 29th,
1% m rized the first night during the monbh that they had been unnnle o
opercte. Between the 20th of June and the 23th of Septemver these aston-
ighing mediumg had opersted on 88 out of 92 nigats, averazing 65 sorties
ner nlght with oaly 130 availabls and serviceadbls planes. It was Goneral
Spaatbz' opinlon that this record was mode posrible in part because the
Wellinstons alunys had two ereus assioned to ecch plome and had zll losses
in erews and plenes promotly replnced.él

TAZF's maln effort on the 29tn and 30tk was nade by 94 3-25's azeinss
the rozd junction and bridges at Benmevento, the object of the attack pelng
to restrict eneny movenents in the srem, now threatened by the advenes of
VI Corps. P=33 fihter-boubers, neanvhile, ilew 67 effectlve sorties

agaings the Ausonls defile, dromping 20 tons; rnd on the night of the
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J0th, 37 Wellingtons reburned to thelr old target at Formia, unloading

&0 tons,

Zichiors ond Tightor-Borbers, 24-30 Seokonbor. The activities of
fighters and flshter-bonbers, like thoso of the heavies and nmediums, were
on a de¢ldedly reduced seale Guring the lust week of September. F¥ighters
found little tc do as enemy air operations over the battle cres were
practiczlly nonexlstent. 3ad weather, heavy losscs, and the snifi of
nany squadrons to flelds farther north combined to cause a iemporary
cessation of offensive activity by the GAF. NATAT's planes contimued to
tly defenslve patrols, bul the daily average of sortles was below 100 =nd
on noct days no eneny alreraft were encommdored. On the Fifth Army front.
ratrols were extended as far north as Haples; behind the Zenth aray,
defenslve patrols were flown by DAT over the Bari-Zrindisi-Toranto triangle,
Tlghter-bombers managed to put in a muber of sood licks, attacking troon
concentratdions, defended hills, sun positlons, bivouze areas, transnort,
roads, tridges, and alrdrones she-.d of the wovinz battle line and in the
areas around Jdenovends, Titerbs, wocera, Sarno, and famerelle in the Tifih

Army sector end Castelnumovn and Isernia on the Jighth ircy front.

rd

Longtructlan of Alrfislds
ine work of the Tighters and fichter-vombers in the face of poor
weather und asalnst fargets constiantly farther north was mode possible by
the fact that the gre-ter pnrt of the USAAT and RAT fighter units—-all
oxcert one of the chort=ranpe F-20 grc‘aps,% for examplew-=were onerating fron

mainland eirfields by the 25th. On that date there were two PAF Spitfire
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wings, one U, 5. Snitfire group, two U. S. A-356 groups and one U, 8. Fadh
groun using flelds back of the FLfth Arny, snd one 2UT Baltimore wing,
one U. 8. A=20 groun, iwo IAT rnd SAND Spitfire wings, two U. 8., Ped0 groups,
and one FA™, SiiT, and RAAT P-4y wing in the Zishth Army area. ‘There were
also U. 5., 2AT and SAAF reconnaisgsance squadrons and several soundrons of
2eaulirhters located of varioug vweolnte in the two sectors.%

The task: of keeping the fields operational devolved unon lorthwesi
Africon Sir Tervice Command, o combination of XII Aiir Force Service Command
and FAT ewoly and maintenance units. In the Tifth Aruy aren, elements of
XIL A%80 had construeted three lapding strizs--Faestwa, Sels, snd Capeceio--
petween the 11th and the 16th, ond as esxly as the 9%h its “uarteruaster
truchecoupon; troons hnd come ashore to handle the tagl: of wnlozding goeo-—
line, boubs, aumunition, and other alr force supiliec from the veaches =nd
rauling then to the nirflelds. ZPeginning on the 14th, service groups snd
saundrons enme 1n cnd fook over the Job of aalndaininyg the nlzfislds anc
servicing the comozt units which were beginning o use theu. Lontecorvins,
as soon as it was free from eneny artillery fire (on the 20th), dulekly
oecane the prineipn) alrdrome in the Salerno ares. 3y the 2C5EA, It was
supporting the U. 5. Jlst Figater CGrowp, two sawidrons of Ry Snitfires,
and & squoriron of Pewnfi nbers, and was belny; used by planes of Troop
Corrier snd (ATS {1yine speciel missions into tue area. %he field was
serviced by the 3D6th Service Soundron of the 4lst Service Group.45 '

fnother limortant field was Foestui, also serviced br the 30Bth Service
Squndron, -mé home of the 33d Flghter Group, On 18 Sentenmber, 13 plencs
of the €4th Growp of Slst Troop Carrier ”ing landed there; three of the
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planes orought in nurees, litters, snd blankets, anf the other 10
carrled P.38 belly tanlts: on the return flight the planes evacuated
litter and amoulatory potients. fThe followlng day 46 C.47's from the

46 There~

Elst “CJ few in suiolies and 180,000 rownds of ammunitlon.
after, Paestun, loantecorvino, and the other ficlds were not only bases
for tactical cireraft but were teruinsls for mirporne supplies and eqoin-
rment and talze-off vpoints for air evacuntion. =’

Tot 211 of XII ATSC's unlis entered Italy by way of the %alerno
neaches., Some wenb in ot tne Toe or tne Iaster and moved norta venind
the British Zighth Army. 'This was particwlarly true of Sworiermaster
unlits which serviced 211 tipes of plrres in tns ares, haouled guscline,
vorhe, raticme, and olher supnlies to capiured alrfields, malntained
fishter rools, overated conbrol towers, repuired or salvaoged dnmoged
alreraft, and meinteined the filelds and thelr i'acilitier.ég

lio less i.gmrortant to the activities ol the lsnd-based vlanes of
JAAF were the jobe done by \eather, Sigasl, and Ordnance wnits, liobile
Unit o, 2 of the 13th Veather Sguadron l=zrded szt Salerno on the 12th
0f Septexber cnd lobile Unlt o. 7 at Faestuu on ths 13th. By the end
of the nonth five detachments were on the meiniand, anelyzing for Iia¥
the latest develosilents in the uncertain Italian weather. Sign-l units
began coming ashore on tho 10%h, Sowe handled eir worning fucilitiss;
otlkers loid cablas snd omen virs civeults bebwzen headquarters and
~ields, Ordnnnce co:panies hondled amumition dumps znd serviced

4
vchiclar, b
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Turing the £final weet of Feptenber the 1llalted cetdiviiles of Allied
adroradt omd the far wore 1init -4 operations of the encuytls 21y arm
naturally resmulted in Tes wlanes beln;: dentroyed on elther slde. Around
36 eneny planes vers dastrorsd and 17 nrobebly destroyed or dasnged: the
JAlies logt 15 nlones dentroyed, 13 miceing, and 29 damaged. oot of the

destroyed and dezed A1lled mlonse were viztlis of flak.

Luring the wonth of Seotewber the Allles hzd come a loang way. Iwo
najor invasions, 3AYIOW and ATaLAS0HE, and one mlnor operatlon, GITZE0N,
hod Deen loanched and preserved--aVal.aNCHJI having been carried out in the
face of heavy Geraun attacs., Italy nad besn sliminsied from the wars
thousands of firzi-class Germsn troops had beon 'mocked onud of the fisht-
ing, ond quentities of equipment hod Been destroyed or captured; the
Geraan Alr ZForce had Deen serlously cwipnled; throe of the best ports in
Ttaly (Uanles, Zari, and Caranto) hod been selzed; two excellent eo.plexes
of sirfields, around D ples and Tossin, were in A1lisd hands: ond the
Tifth and Tigath Araiss had joined ond were pushing northwards tounrd
the Volturno apd Trigmo rivors.

To the necommlichment of 211 these things the oir forces had con-
tributed henvily, Ther, as auch as zay othesr single azent, nzd been
responsible for Italy's capitulition. They hud afforded protseiion for
the imvasion convoys, protected the troops from easuy air attachks as they
went ngkorae, and mafeguorded then 1 they established thelr beachnezds,
They had given alr eover while mora than 100,000 %ons of suppliss, 30,000
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motor vehicles, and almost 200,000 troops had been Drought in over the
beaches.ﬁl They had contribvuted nightily to stopning the enoar's offen-~
slve of 12-18 Zepteuber and had helped to suing the Allied ground troops
back to the offensive. As the Fifth and Zighth Armies noved north they
nad emeshed eneyy stwong points, troosp conceabrstisns and gun positions.,
hey iad interdicted the Germun's lines of comxmumioniions, blocking off
wossible relnforceients and interfering with his withdrawal, They had
seriously injured the dangerous Germum Air Force, They had destroyed
tons of eculpuent smd sunslles vhich the encay needed for his further
defense of the peninsulae znd which he eould 111 afford to logze.

The extent of LAAF'a operctions during the montn of Jepteaver arve
bost shown by statistics coverlns sorties, tons of bombs dromved,
victorias, losses, etc:.'tha

The USAAT flew almost 22,000 sortls=s cnd the TAF cloze 15 11,000,

@ total of between 32,000 and 33,000. OFf these sorties NASAF'a vlanes
fleu sllghtly more then 10,000, HATAR's flew nearly 18,000, snd Coasial
fleu arourd 4.500."
A broatidown of sorties by IATAT's plones cives the following
f:l.g.u'es:ﬁ4

T A30.<10,662
Fighters, 5,544; lichter-bombers, 4,598; tuc/recce,
3143 nlght bombers, 208

DSt 938
Tighters, 28,6043 fighter-bowbers, 1,954; tae/
recca, 380

TBF w2, 045

Dny bombers, 1,069: aight bombers, 976
Totnlewl? 647
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Sortles by 4alaf's XII Fishter Comwmd were as follows:oo

Day fighier, convoy escord 2,482
Pecon. , convoy escort 382
U-baont hunts 430
Paconnnigsomee a7

TOTAL 4,591

The total of bombs dromped--lneluding between 2,000 snd 3,000 tons
dronned by planes of (Hddle 3Sast, much of which was expenied in suprors
of the Itallan crumelpne—-was 16,700 tons , of vhich the ULSAAR drovped
13,950 and the BAF 4.?50.56 Areraft of IAAF apcounted for 16,000 tons
of tae total: lines of communiesiion regelr2d 10,8500 tons, airdrones
wers eradited with 3,000 tong, and direet alr sapport acecounted for the
remnining 2,500.57 The areas nmost frequently bombed were the Anletta
ronds, atbacized 2% times; troop znd gun positions on the Yoe, 22 attacks;
roads in the Zalerno battle area, 21; Zboli towm, roads, and barracks,
207 exnd Benevento rozds and bridzes, 20.58

Zhe nmmber of eneny airersfi shot down in aerizl combsi uvas sone-
where 1n the nelghboriood of 310. USAAT nlancs were credited with shoot-
inr down two-thirds of that number., PFlansg of NASAT nccounted for around
160, -ATAY for sbout 90, and Cosstal for the re.ninlng 60. About half
of Goastal's victories came in the last lu dops of the month in opera-
tions over forgien. In addition 42 1he nlanse destroyed, some 5O vare
ligted as probavlies and 110 ag cunsged, 59 The nuwiber of planes destroyed
on the ground eaunot be deternined nccurately but the figurs apvarently
was 1ln the nei-hnorhood of 200.60 Setwaen 1,100 and 1,200 enemy motor

. 61
trancvorts vere destroyed, Two shins were suniz, two severely damaged

68 P ey "
and nineteca domoped, Qﬂ'ﬁ -
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agsinst taese victories the Jllizs lost in aerlsl combat aroumnd
153 planes, the USALE guffering 88 destroyed wnd 13 wissing and the TAF
4% destroyed and 5 zissing, Of the total w4a™ losses 83 were boabers
and 70 were fighters. In addlition o lossaes the USAAT had 78 planes
dacaged and the ZAT had 21, 2 total of 9,5%

The GALF algo took a smnil toll of allled ships, warilewlarly
throuzgh the use of the controlled~-tyne bomb, The eneuy had used this
tyne previously, bub the atiacks at Salerno iooear 4o have been the
first extsnsive use aralinst sen i‘orces.sq'" The U. 8. YMavy lost thrsae
shipes to air attacics, one Deing the lanset (AT), and had eight damaged
by bits and nesr misges, amony vhien were the light cruisers Savannan
and Ehiladelphia, The Doyl Tovy loat four ships, ore the wospitsl saln
wiioundiead, and had 12 ships daneged, the more Lamortant belng the
sarsplbs and the Uganda. Swo Dmbceh soins were Guongoed %oy near misses.ss
The losses aust e comsidercd os very reasonnble in terms of the volune
of naval operctions, and vhen 1t iIs remembered th-t because of the dis-
tance wiich the .(11ief cover-fighters had to fly the nir forces did not
snjoy overwnelming air sz@eriority a2t Salerno and found 1%t imposaible
$0 maintain econtinuous fighiter cover on o seale large enouwgh %o deny
the assavll aren t9 eneny planecs.

-0 evidence iy availabla froua whlcn to estlasnte the exient of the
logses and Qomrge inflicted by the Luftwaffe on ground itroons, equlip-
mnent and supplies on the dridgehend, znd Londing erafi, 3ut there is

no cuestion but thot the damapge wae held $0 a zinimun by TAAT's fisnters.
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The peneral excellence of the close summort glven by the vlanes of
SADLE mny oe sttriduted in port to lessons lenrned during the Tunisian
and Slellizn crumalgns. Tatll the end of the latter the figaters and
firhter-norbers had followed the 01d methods of closs supnort as set
iortn in Field lanual 31-=35, "ivistion in Sumort of Grownd Forges,t
and hod found them in pracilce to ve ungsound, »nrimarily vecause ther
were not conducive o the beogt use of availsble nlreraft, elr sbrength
peinz narceled out to supmart Indivicusl ground umlss rather than Leing
used &s an interrated and flexible force in sapzort of the army as o
whole. Confusion and lnelr of coordlnatiorn inevitably resvlted. At the
end of the Sicilian cammaign, XLt ASC was convineed that successful
close=cuport operations should be bassd on an over-211l Alr-Ground olan,
anl that the princinles wnieh must sovern Mir's effeetive execution of
its pert of the plon werc: (1) independent euplojment of its forces, ~zd
(2) 211 decisions 28 to ivs use in Jjoint operntions to De mode ot the
aruy znd alr comasznd level, During the Sslerno operatiens these orin-
eloles were apnlied and as & result & vory wortable and effective metrod
of close supmort woe developed. Tne mrtnod ineluded eloge llaigon
betwean the army and ITL A5D, decision by toe iir Commander as to the
argets to ve attacked, the ws: of foruard controllers ("Rover Joes™),
an? neetinzg vetween Alr and Ground to decide om tarcets for the follow-
ing day. While loesl condltlons freguenily modlfied these practices
during the firz2t {aFs of thr Ibalisn esxpezien, they conbinued to be

saployed aml Garing the rem.inder of the yeonr were a Teature of cir

itores onernations. 66
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How effeotively the nir foreces contrivubed to the success of
AVALAISE Zemyiich (. Churchill clossifisd as "the most daring amnioious
operztlon we hove yobt launched or waich I thin:: has ever been launened
on a gimilar scale"s'?--through their eoordination vith the ground and
rzval forees ig indicoted by tne.contents of » messace irom General
Zigeshower to the {095 on 21 Sepierber, after the Cermon threat to the
teackhecnd hed been repulsed exnd the Allies kad begun to &rxive Zespelring's
pen frew the Salerne area. AVALICHT tgupht, the Genera: sald, that dur-
irg tke critlcel stage oz & landling opsratlon everr zavallable force in-
cluding lan:., sea, ard air had to be wholly concentrated in supmort of
the landing wntil the troons werce in nosition to tulze care of theuselves.
Lhat, ke deelared, '.ost edphatleslly includes the sc-called Strategle
Adr Foree," whose temmorary diversion fror: its norrn . nissions in order
to accomylinh the nccessary concentration resulted in advantages which
core thon commense ted for the dlversion., Iurlcys the critical days of
the oceration, Generzl ‘lsenbover continued, even the night borbing
roree contriouted morkedly to holding the besches; wnd he was Yeonvineed!
thot *without the conecentrated use of Jawal ond tir etrensth we comld

rardly bave lept fron neing driven back infc the sen. w68

flepdfleopee of ihe Itall:n Carmelen as of 1 Qolober 1943
“he xritish Frive ldnicter szld on 21 Senterber trat AVALANCES
vas fon important and presmont vietory, one deserving o éefinile place

89

in the recorde . . . % Subseguent to L Ceteber 1947 no one woulé

rave élesvuted the wliddty of I'r. Churchill's cirsonont, After the £all
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of Yaples and Togrdz, vhieh hrd been completed by thrt date, the Alliesg
could list tre following advaninges as aceruing frow the blood;r beachers
at Yzlerno ond bhe clow, acrd drive of tho Axerierme snd 3ritich tovard
the Volturno-Iri;mo line:

i, The clizincticn of Itclian militcry resictance and ths rsuecess-
ful invesion of the malnland of lurcpe strue:.o heswy olow to Gernan
presbire and drove the first weldge into Hitler's Ischung Zuxopa. She
wedze was as immortant psychologleslly as it wos materlally,

2, The acgaicition of the Italicsn fleet wvithout - battle mesnt
thot hereeforth the Mlles would not be required to maintain a lerge
nzvel foree in the lledlterrancsn, thue releceing many heavy uvnitc for
trapafer to the Faeifle,

3. The Italien currender clininoted irew setion almost 25 divielons
of Iteliens in the Bellons, which woule foree Germony to draw om her
reserves to Xees the cccupied counitrics under control. 4n lnerense in
Yuzoslay pabriot sctivity wes slresdy noticesble which--coupled witn
ocerrdbions by the Iritish in the Iodecansse ond voubing ralds egninst
Grecirn alrilelds, bota oi which were read; to re initlstede—would vlace
a further straln on Germany's dwindling reserves,

4, The acquleition of ailrfields ulon~ the erst coast of Italy
creatly extended the zrange of Allied borbers, nlacing thew some 400
wiles cloger to trrgets in the Dzlkans, Czeochoslovalilc, Eunserr, Austria,
rné sonttsrn ond ecstorn Cermony. Direcet vondbin:. suomort for thae Fed
Arey moving Inte Puranic and Bulsoric was possivle, The ITloeril oll

fieldsend the Iznube sunly route were rov within easy borbing ronge.
, = Ty 1
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Tkhe fubare air offenrive from the lediterranmecn hernceforth could be
coordinnted with operntions from the TK aprinst Ceruan centers of heavy
ilnduciry, alreraft mrcduction, munitions mlants, shinyards, subnarine
rens, reil commuaientions, nnd other instaliqtlong vital to the enemyis
wor exfort,

5, The acouisitlon of Sardinin ard Corsica--the forner alreadr in
Allied konds cnd the latter vlriteclly go--was of grest irmoriance, 3Sokh
islande oceupied excellent mositions ~eozrenhically. Troo them, 1ight

naval forces could flaxk the ixis constal trede snd sea conmunicstions
petween llarsellles ane Fome and from (arseilles to the west, Their air
vases would encole bombers, with full fighter cover, to hit tarrets in
nortkern Italy and southern Framece, ZFignter cover from (orsice cowld

now be glven to any future awmchidlous operatlions which night be nrojected
cgalnet Italy porth of Rome or agsinst the Iivierz fronm east of lareceilles
to (enoca.

6. The I'usslan front was autematleally strepgthered, as the Geman
recerves whalca mast ner be used in Italyr and the ralkans would no
longer be avnilable for use on thot frontk.

7. Further Gerren forces and equinnernt henceforth had to be uged
ior strengtihenin,; defenses 0ll the wop froa the Viehy-Spanish barder
to the eastern snores of the Legean, for tihe entire northern shore of
the 'editerranc:n vag nov vulnerable to Allled bombings cnd Allied
Laxdinge,

8. Ire Allied succesecs in the llediterrunenr enhunced the pros-

pects of an Alllied cross-Cronnel o,pera.tion:?O first, beczuse it nade

the lLediterrancon virtuzlly aa ~rerlean~2ritien }g}i—e and thereby freed
cibe B

S PTVTY 1D "";
M.l&._‘..,.‘
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mwen, shine, nne nlranes Tor emloynent agalust the eneny on the Atlantic
seabonrds secord, beennge 1t offered o doubdle bombing threst againet
~rnee as well as arplost the Germon war potential: and, thlrd, beczuse
it opened wo the vossibviilty of an invaslon of southern France which,
vith the cross~Chennel invesion, wouldd throv a plreer movement against
the Cerxzaon ar:ies ln France,

After 1 Cetober L1t Deecame tho fagk of the Allied forees im Ttaly
to exploit these advontages, the ground forces by continuving to drive
rorthvards until at lenst Fome wes in 211ied hands, znd the zir forces
by contivulns to smigh at the Germzn war strength both within and beyond

the battle nrea.
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After the Pifth and :lghth irxdes had captured their two main objec-
slver, Uavles and Foggls, they continued to press slowly but stendily
up the peninsula, 3y the end of the first weer of QOctooer the Fifth Army
Yoy clong: the left Danks of the Toltumrmo and Calore rlvers to apgve
“enevento; there it Jjolned the Tighth Ariy whoce line ren stralght to
the Adrintle 1:uedl: tely soove Termoli, wnlch had been geized on the 34
by an amphibious omerstion. In A1lied hanis were Casorta, Canum,
Pencvento, Volburare, Serrzeivriela, and Ter oll, Zetween 1P and 14
Cetoper the Fifth irmy drove neross the Tolturno, and oy the 2lst the
Agoth had advineed to the lower renenes of the Trigno Piver aoove
Terroli zmd a fev doys lnter had tsizen Rolono belowu the limortant Cerman
supnly center ot Isernia. On 1 lovemper the bottle lins ren rousghly
froc londrasone, on the Golf of Cneba, to anove Yenno, Pledimonte, and
Bolano, and thence stralghl across to toe Adrictle at the mouth of
the Trigno. The advence hed been slow In the fuce of intellisent and
stubborn Germn resistance and zpaingt the obstacles imposed by moun—

tainous terraln, rivers, blown bridgzes, and inadeguute roads.

airsk Phase: 1-8 Ogckoler
Iuring the first mnace of the Fiftn irm-'s October operatiocns, that
le, tne drive o tnas Voléturno, both Tmetienl rné Stratesle atded the
advance, Tactleel by plving close suprort sxmd Btreteuic by conbinuing

ite nrocrom of erentlng blocks alony the Tolturno., Toe veriod was

“- ll-h— y r‘n\“‘\
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rectured oy hod westher--z uild introducition to itoe .lszerzole weanther
of the next six monthe vhich would give Itsly one of 1%s worst winters
and would Both seriously retexd the nrogress of the ground forces znd

. 1
nandicep and limlt the operations of the air forces.

Strstesic Zir Iorce. In snite of the wenther Strategcic haf a nost
successfvl wee’: betveen the night of the 1st aznd the night of the 8th.
On tne nifnt of 1/3 October "ellirnzbons attaczed the bridres at
Grazzenlse omd alt the Poruis const rozd, and on the 34, 5-28's oounded
a convorted rail bridre northienst of Canue and & rercorted pontoon bridge
at Cnstel Volturne. 4fter the 34 the bombing effort wns concenbrated
farther north, slong the eneny's second line from Formia to Isernis,
the Fifth rrcy hevin: rcached the vielnity of the Volturno. Ihree rain
reals ran through this second line ond into the battle arvem: the ccast
road throvgh Terracina and Fomiln, the center road through Arce mnd
Jleonno, and toe imdoand road throvgh Isernip. SAY went for all tnree
in an effort to cut the Germen supply lines. Tormia was attocked on
the nisiht of 4/5 znd on the Sth and 6tn, a totrl of 17/ tons of bombs
pelng dropned, 238 "s atiacked the bridres ot Arce nné Ieoletta on the
G with 1A tone, 2e326'c oit Derraeirn with 05 tones.  The road hoow
north of !dgrimo and tvo overpassce to the south were vounded on the
Zd, 4th, Eth, sud oth witn 206 tone, nné on tne sane duye the cholre-
noint rnd roads at Isernin werc hit by 141 tons. Tess attackzs (all by
nediws and fl-nter-bombera) stopmed almost all traffic on the eonst

road, sloved up traffie on the other two, and so Jarmed enemy [J/T's
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theet vnlts of AT were nole to ¢loin the destructlon of wore thap 400
vehlgles,
Attaclie on lines of communicotlon ¢losc to the baitle zone were,
aovev-r, only one of a nvmber of warled onerrtlons cerrrled out by VALTF
. curing the weelk. Iail ceniers in northern Itely were roifed, GAT alr-
ileldes in Creece and severzl iegean islanés vere bdlitzed, northern
Corsica was pounfed, and--for the first time-~-Twelfth Alr Force heavies
went all tue Way to central Aiustris to strilie ot the cireraft factories
at Wiener Heustecdt,
he rall centers in northern Italy whice were blt were ke spots
in tue movement of vltal militory suwopliee to the German army, Che
2/ ¥ts at Ciitavecchia, Pilse, Sologna, ond lestre and the rail bridge
at Polzano all vere rendered looverative when ‘elllnstons c-nf-l‘—-'lf 's
oounted them vith & totsl of wlz tons. These attacks brought out such
an unususlly strong GAT fignter recction tnat on the night of /6
Jellingtons dromned 32 tons on Grosseto A/D, destwoyings 11 nirernft.
Photo recomnalszanece nad revealed well dbefore 1 Octover that the
AT wes budlding uwp its fl-hter and bomber strengsth in Greece. llosrt oz
tile nluines (around 250) were coreentrated on flelds iz the eastern part
of that country, the remairder (sbout 100) belns to the west anc around
. Calonia, and on Crete unc the Todecnnese. The presence of these nlanes
noged a double thrent to the Mlies: firet, the fielde were elose
enouch to Itzly to serve as bases for ctiicke apalnet esctern Italy,
esseciclly opndnst the alrfieslds croumd Fogrde cnd sgainst the vital

nort of Sori; second, the lneressed nuwber of nlreraft endanpered Allled
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holdipge in tao legean (the 1:lcnds of Cos, Leros, tné Stuos hrd recently
been oceupicd by the Britiesn), and Allled snluning in the narrov nart
of the lediterroneon btetween the Cyremaican Dulge nna frete, Setween
the 4th and the 6bin JAN vent for the larger flelds "in o guici destrue-
tion efi‘o:ﬁ;,"3 Srooping foousznle of fregs ard sever.l bundred tons of
G& Dozids on Argoes. AtheagfTatol, atheme/.dleusls, HeraZleion, Salonila,
araxas, sni other A/D's in Grezece, Crote, and Shodes. 4 number of enem::
nlenes wers deabroyed or damnged; and hangars, runwaye, and oitker inetalla-
tiong wer:z well covsred by tas 5-24's, B3-25'z, and P-33's wlzing the
attugis,

In orier to cownter the throut o Allled chiming presentad by the
CAZ unlis Dosed in Sreece nnd the Asgenn, and in order to be in o better
nosition tn atrilze at Geroin airfields and other inctallatisne, two R.n4
rrougs and ons P-33 sroup vora trencferred tatoririly to the Zenghant
rnd Cnobot arcar urdn:: the first weel:r of Cebsber. Shortly alterwmrds
Fas 321t Souborlucat Crousts DT-260: were burasd over to the 3794
Souberdueat Sovazdron (310%h ZSombcrdient Srown) mnd the souadron vas sanb
0 Carbud fo gtrilie ot the eneuy's Aegean shi;o;inc:.f’ The P-3Y oo
orerated Zor only four days, €Y Cetober, before reburain: to Tunlsing
In t20% time 114 flev 121 sordies, moet of the as cower for 3ritigh
convoys, and shot down 17 eaensy pluirs, all of thra during one :nission.4
The aeaviss rnd e dluss conbinued to operabs over ths enstern lediierrazenn
Lroughout tlhe uontl.

4 fiaal rald was acde on Corsice. on the 4in when 3-78's hit Jastin

barbor vith &3 toms. Uo furblher attocts were necoassary, for after the
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4th the Allier bheld the eatlre il-nd,

Proozol,y the outstundings .idsclion of the weekr waz thob flown wzzlnss
Wiencr Ueustadt southwesbd of Vieann, on 1 Ccbober. The origlnel nlan
called for four growss of 3-17's to attoe fistiter airerult plante at
ducebors cnd five gsroase of 3-3d'e to obttaels nlangs a2t Ciener Tenstadt.
Tha Z-lr's eduld not locute “ugssoary bea-.ase of o golid overcest:
aeaordin:dy, mony of them attacized nlternntive tareets at Gundelfingen
(Ger.wer) and Trato and Bslopnn (Tialc), znd o few others houbed trans-
=5rbs cnd barges bet.reon Corsics und The, The Z.24's suecceeded in
Iogating Llener Uensitadt ond droowed 137 tons of bosbs in the targes
area, fomxinn 3 large ageenbly shon in the eirfrane worle znd scoring
rite on one side of the Henschel and Steyr-Tainler worze, storage arens,
o hrmonr, and near-oy ralluvay lines. Dotl migsions ran into vielsue
Fishter opposrition., The Fortresser wers attaclzed over the Leghorn-
contedera aves by Z0 to 80 alreraft, oubt ulth the aelp of esgeorting
Fu33's eipht eneny nlsnes were destroyed and five probubl: destroyed for
the loss of tiwo B.17's shobt dowm and one missing, The 3-24'e ran int»
aven flercer oplosition fron about 60 fighters, some of whiea had 37-mn,
camaon in thelr winzs and others of waleh lobbul rocicet-iyne shells inta
the bombar foraption wlth considerable aceuwr-ey., TFourteen of the
Tiberztors wera muot down, and 52 were dwminged by finlz.  Zneny losses

were undeteruined but anparently did not eaunl the Libeprator lossesn,®

Doeticzd Lir Force. Taetierl Air TForece olso enjoysd o zood weols.

Dittyhodne, Varhooirg, and Soitfires bombed and strafed road moveacnt on

itk i Tl
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211 roads in irvont of the Hghth iroyy 4-386'e and P-240%s bombed ond
strafed bridres, towms, jJunctlons, enemy mositionw, and /T ahend of the
TiEEh LAroy; in both sectors rhubard missions werz flowm azainst enomy
troops, trains, and roud tronssoriatlon; and the usuar defensive fighter
natrols were floim over bota ormles, ns vell as the Zunlerno sector, the
Vaples oyez, ~rd sround Termeli. Sone 2,000 sortles were flowm, arvound
£00 notor transmorts wers destroyed nnd 3C0 damrged, 8 trains were chob
wy, ond 23 enewy wlances wero &estro;md.s

TiE'e moet imrortant Job dmring the wee’: was to assist the Zisath
Aray in holding n serles of Lard Gerim counterattacizs soainst the
Cerndli bridroeheand, waleh hod been establliched on the 34 when the Sritlsh
tonded Commandos in the towm. he o most eritleal days vere the 5th
wad 6th, Cn the Tormer fay Sritfires snd P-4)'s flew 450 =oriizg over
the Jighth Arvor boabtble sren, attocking eneay road movements sbove Isernin
and destroylng 82 vehicles and damaging 70, fiylags ddreci-suonort ulssions
zor the ground troops st foraoll, and potrslling the bomd Lias and the
teruoll seetor. On the fth DT flev almost B00 sorties. lnemy move-
ment in the Tera0ldl ~reca nnd from Iscrnis o Chiletil wos attaclked and 84
vehicles wore dostroyed and 113 damnped. Cn the 7th and 8th, in spite
of noor flying vrenbther, the flzhters and fi-hier-bombere continmed %o
pit trenshort rnd to vroteet the Zisntn from olr raids.  On the 8th,
with the crisis past and the erenm; rithdraving, P-40'e« borved the German
cegzme route throush Palata nnd attac’ed gun positians.'?

Turing the Terunli enlsode the Iuftwaffe mnde anly a few attacks.
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One reuson for thies lael of activity wos that oo the J4 TAF P.40's hed
flowm four nissions agninst the Peresra lending cround, destroringe 10
eneqy slreraft end dnmaging 51.8 Aetually, the GAT showed 1little gigne
of acsivity snyunere over th» Italisn front. Several things accounted
for this condition, Ihe entire Ger.>n bomber force kad been moved into
the Po Tulley beecuse of a shortaze of boubers and because of the serious
losses sustained in Allied attaciks on airflelds., The greater part of
the ficater force was loested deiween Fome and Pistola and in the Leghorn-
Spezia area, but units in need of refitting--and there were many--nad
oegen saifted to northern Its.]_:y. corpletely ot of range of the Bbatile
zone, 0 thot only a few fljhters were left to support Yesselwing., 1In
adfition, the CAR was sufferin. froa n shortage of crews, tha standard
of i%s crews was low, and & defeatist attitude existed anong momy of them.
Fin2lly, 2llied bombings in northern Germany {by heavies from the Td)
had forced the Gerusns to shift thelr industriss o southern Gerarmy »nd
Austria; the zove slowed production nand cut dowm on supplies needed br-
the &4 In Italy. As 2 result, the Tuftwaffe onm the veninsula lacked
tires, eacines, and fuel; fartherzore, 111ied bombings hsd esused o
shorfae of ground eguipment on se.irﬂelds.g

The CAT's shorbiage of fighters showed un defensively as well as
offensdvely. 4llied heavies and mediums uswtly med »o oprrnosition, al-
though « few niesions were attacized agaressively over northern Italy and
aver Greece, Fhis vag due to the fact tant the Iuftunffe did not have
enough Iifaters to aset all attacizs und so was nicling its soots.
4llled cight fighters met no oprosition, ani reconnzissance plsnes
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ensomntered very little.lo

In gpite of the GAT's limlted operations I'a¥’ elininzted a larsze
nuzver of enexny plunes durlng the first wee'z of Cotober. In the alr 04
vwere destroyed, 2 nmrooably destroyed, mnd 21 dammged; on the ground 22
vere desiroyed, 13 probably destroyed, nnd L5 dannped. Three of tzage
destroyed in the nir were snot dovm by FAF »ilots near Cran vhen the
Tuftwaile node its first major attac: on an Allied convey since .uzuat,
< second reld on shinning wos mede durlng the weez, this time off Cmpe
Ten2s (petween Oran and algilars). The bosbers c¢uwe fros the Istres-
dontpellier arca in southern France, NWelther raic did hegvy éamnpge,
only ome shin beling s, 21

Turing the wee't the Allled occunntion of Coreslen wne completed, The
islavd had naver beon worth much to the Germans as an slr base because
Szrdinis was closer to targets an Lorth Africa and Siclly and to convoys
soving throush the central lledlterrvanean, Congevuently, the Gi7 hrd used
Corsicn aostly as an intersedlste landing srownd for bombers en route fron
southern Trance to Italy or returning from the long £1i:hies to Siellr
and orth .i'frica.]'? Zut the zround wor't dons by the CAF helped TALE fo
sel up bases alony the east conel, and Corsicn soon becane exiremely
ugaful, tie eane geogravelc locatisn vhieh and unde it of 1ittle value
to tha Germans mnking 1t of great volue to the Allles fox eoerstions
agelnst southern Franee snd northern Italy,

Soon after the lelond foll, the 325th Zerviee Group arrived, ssot
uwn Ajseclo, and begrn eervielng twn U. 8. ecqwdrons of the 350th Fighter

Growxs, €34 Iienter Wlog. ..ir .,.c'blvi’b:.es from thae island were limited,

‘THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




BESTRICE=ZA)
o Tx Lk 10}

Ly

12

AAET 15

however, until Tecemoer when the 534 Fighter Growp (U. 5. Spitrires, CAF)

pesan goerating Iron Sorgo and Galvi.ls

Second Fhage: 2-14 Ocfgner

By the 9th the Fifth srmy was well established alons the left ban'-
of tho Volturno and the Zigntn wrs ready to drive toward the Trigno. 3utb
fron tae Yth to the 12th henvy vains and exteasive demalitions so hampered
the Allies' adyanes thot the projeeted crossing of tne Tolturno had to
be nostooned and but llttle vrosresz counld te made tovard tae Trigmo.

"he weabher shranly linited oir operations. Cver the ezgchern battle
area, however, D.X manred %o get in some lieh- arpinst enewmy movements
an? zun noslilonr. TFignter-ponbers opzrated betwesn Ternoli snd Pescara,
demtroying several loconotives ance ruilsay trucks and a number of ros
venicles and shooting us gun positions, Sritfires continmed 5 patrol
the bomp line and the Deruoll erea. Suall groups of Saltinores borbed
gum nositions in tae battle zone and roads at Tasbo, Inemy zircraft
were stlll offerin; almoct no opposition, only one combat occurring; each
gide lost one pisne.

Stratecie's overations agninst Italian targets were confined %1 two
atdaclzs on ronds in the rear of the enewy forces faclng the Fifth aroy,
ellinstons hitting Ter-in cas Terrselna vith 117 tonz., Tactical's
borbers were more active, small grouss of 3-28's bombing roads snd june-
tions at Talromo sad Piedizgonte and $room concentratione =t Cassino and
Hondragons at nisht, aund hitting sun poritions ner “imuataro, Jastorano,

and Coxma by dar, hille a-20's reidsed roudg ened of ZRome, Tefenrive
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pabrole werc carried ocut as usaal. The only cosbat took place when
pabrolling Snitfires intercented 10 Me-10¥'s north of Iaples, probadly
destroying one without loss to toenselves,

Stratesico made up for its limited operations over Italy by hittine

. h2rd at alrdromes in Greece, Orete, rnd Thodes., Iarlssa, .Argos, Sa.lonika./

Sedes, end Athens/Eleusis in Greece; llaritza and Calato on Rhodes; and
Herakkion on Crete were vomoed on the 0tk Ty D-17':, B-24!s and 3-25'g,
arowsd 10 tons of GP's and 2,500 frage were drowned, +ith gpod resulte.
f=Zl's apcanrznied the mediums, but the heavies flew witnout escort.
Zoeny nlaurs offered opvposition only over leucls where five were des-
troyed, without less to the 21liss. On the 10th Athens/Tatol was hii
by 60 B-17'g dropping 112 tons, and Arexes by 17 drepoing 51 tone, while
16 Felo's bombed intimrehin., A 30-minute running fiysht featured the
sttacis on _xthens/rlstci, Tour encn; planes out of 20 to 3D belns shot
dove., It woe Degdrrirg to eppesr that the GAT would put uy & dbebter
defeneive firoter effort over Gresee then over Italy despite an irercuse
of flrhters in central Ituly and German possession in northern Italy of
aeny forner IAT vlonen,

The gerles of :lllef attacke on Grecian alrfielde resulied in ex-
tenslve dam-gze to fields and instatlations, and at Athens/Tatol 21

. Dlones were destroyed and 3 doroped out of tha 65 pianes present on

the sirirome.

Cn the 11¢h ~nud L2%h 3tradlegie flaw no wisalons excent for one

attack on the Jorfu/Gorlitsa A/D carsied out oy 30 2«25's escorted by

R
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48 P-33's, fHhe field was well eovered by the 25 tons of frags which wers
unlocded. There wore no em::mmt«a:t's.M
On the uight of 12/13 October the Tifth @rm launched a fullezcale
attacs alonw ite entire froant frou the Tyrrhenien Sen to berond the
Junetion of the Volturno and Calore rivers with the odbjeet of crossing
the Volturno in force and sottlng uwr a bridpencnd on the right baon:,
imericon troons (VI Corps) on tne risht {lank met limited resistonce
and nade sood progress, vut in the Conun srea the Cerzans reauls;td. the zain
~ritlsh assoudd althouzh the laft flankt of 10 Corps foreed a crossing
vetrreen Conceolls and the sea snd an anphibiouns end-run around the mouth
of the Volturno was successfully mede. 3y tne 15%h all three of ¥I
Corms! divieslone were wuwzing govocl progress, the 34 ond 34th belng flrmly
establigned ceross the river ond the 45%h (vhich had jwmed off frow
above the Calore) baving ariven veil towsrd the Yolburno Yolleyr., Tuo
of ths three divisions of 10 Corps also were across the Tolturno and the
third (the E£5%h), wulch hzd beeh stopped aoove Capua, vas ready to cross
forther wy the river. Ior the next weelr the Fifth Arpy slowly pushed
oaclz Xegselring's mon despite bnd wventner, henvy dennlitions, ruggsd
terrain, and roslstunee of "umporalleled ferozity,™ onc by thae 22¢ the
zntire Line of the Volturno and the lend mnss benind it were fir-ly
I:.\.eltﬂ..l5

It hzd been expecied that AT 'a full strength would be thyem
agninst the encmy ln direet and semldlirect cosneoration vith the rround
assault, cab the coniinuonce of oad veatisr so limited operations thrt

the gumerlor Allied cdr siresn~th eonld not se uzed deciaively.
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During: the critical wart of tho Tilth Arny's advence, thad is, frox
the nisbd of 13/13 to bthe night of 14/15, VAAR's nlanes wers alront
cormletely stomped br tne veabther, buld they manczed to got In o fev
plovs arsinct communie.tlons in the rear of Hessalring's llnes and

. ogainet $argets vithln tne battle zome, Attacizs--all on 2 oonll scale—-
vere delivered aoninat the Civitavesohla reilimy bridzes, Alifels {n
Cermon gtrongnold in tne wath of Vi Corps! risat flanlk), %ne Seasa
suxunea road Junciion (on Elshwvay 7, avovs Capuat, rosd jusciions at
oirons and Carinola (shend of VI Corps), rallvay traczs et Son Fisno
Touans (petween Fonmn ond Fietl), the railway end the senploane boase ot
Orvetello (betwesn Fomo nnd Grosseto), the oricge and railvzy south of
Tolemone (northirest of Rome), ond the !fY's ab ‘i‘ern:;.. Tue henviest of
these attac’ts wac agplnst Lornl, vhere 34 3-17's dropved 102 tons end
rnere Alied boumvers over Ituly met thelr first oposition in almost a
veer {and the only opposition during the perlod 12/13 to 14/15), 30 to
40 enemy Tigsnters atbtnoeting and loging two nlanes while shooting doun
one Dortresze, Thig eovies of sttoeclze on liner of commmmicntion was
delivered by 2-1rtp, Vellinstons, B-20'g, nnd f-ﬁ‘d's of Strotesic, cnd
Taltivores of Tachlenl, In ndditlon, 24T A-20's carried out sxmed recon~
rolosance ovor the roads in the Lerrrelna wnd Torde crea, successfully

. haosering the enezts ertencive night nmovenente,

Taetlesl missions ngiingt tergets in the battle nres vere flowm by
£eZ6 gné Pel0 £i-hber-bombors. Tant tnd troen concentrationes atove

Canua ond venlele concentrations nortk of Canecllo nand southsast of

Tornleole vere bomoed and strafed., fThere raice vere, hovever, on o
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sunll zeale, not more thon 10D gsorties being flowm,

~  wBLETs activitles wexs sboub apn restricted by the weather in the
Zignth srny scetor g they uere over the Tifth Army front. Strategic

'

atbacket the Guilienovs south Dridge with 33 tong and the ralluay and
nighrony bridoes nesr Portoc Son Glorgla and nlons the comgt rond north
of Peseors witk 111 tong, Theoeo attacze vere declgned to dleck the
wngona-f esenro~Jogie 1ine of cotzunie-tion, this being the eneny's only
wrinary line of swowlies on tlhe esst cocst. Vornauks and Zitdghowle
pombcd and str;.fed. treine north of Feceors, destroving five locomotives
aod dectroying or drsoging sevorel dozen tredia ond o mumber of rozd
vehicles, TAT!'s fighters patrolled iron Qerimll Ho Tasio and north of
the boxb line without ineldent, .

in wldition to supvorting the FLfth nnd Fighth ,u.rmips', “ALY earried

out twe sttaeke during tho pericd sypinst the CAF in Crecce nnd the legesn

Yirens ond Arges alrdromes were nid, erch oy 38 Z-25's. oAb Tiruze 14
enory’ nleres uere destroyed on theo grousds 9‘11: srgos the Fi4ld wae well
covered tod buo fires were staricd, Over Jrgos the escorting F-E8's
encommiored 10 to 15 encmy planes, viiih erneir oide losing two aireraft,
Imivrg the tuo doye the G mustered zore offen~ive activity than
ngual. Cn the nighd of tae 124k on estlicted 20 Ju-868's and To-Z171s
ralded Ljecelo airdrome snd horcor bubt Gid noe founge desmite coming in
ot the unuewnlly low altitule of 1,000 feet. On the 13tk fichter-
poriders were active over the Fifth Ariy front., Thin was preliminory
o the heaviesct GaAT fightgr—bouber operations since the first weel of
AVADANSHE, aroumd 75 sortles beiny flown on the 15th mmd an souul nunver
on the 16th, [Fhere roifs vere arninst bridges and other commmicziions
T “*' i}
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around Cainszo, cbove Oanun, ond in tke uprner Voliurno Valley. On the
tuo days S+itfires destroyed 11 of the raiders and damnnced 8, ulthoud
lose to themgelven, Thle roush reeeption, vlus very bad wectner begin-
olng on the 17tk, so redrced the sneny's effords thnt for the next weck

prectically none of his fighter-vorbors were cetbive,

Third Fhase: 1B-21 Qotaber

Sagticr] Alr Zoree. Trem tho 1fth torovgh the 228 the westher con—
tinved to linit TAAT s netivities, Towever, on tae 10tn and 16th, while
the Tifth Army s consolideting its Toltwino bricgchesds, the weather
was more faverchle for fignter and fighter-tonber operations then it hacd
been on the previous two doyr and A-36's put in n total of almost 180
sorties, Litting the reilway yards at Sporanise, tnildings and vohieles
% Tniroro, znd reads north of Cancello, wect and southeast of Alife,
north of Wesno, anf southuest oi: Zoosn Auruvnes., A1l of these bargets
vere along the highvays lecddng from Fome into the Vollurno area, On
the 16th, Clsterra alrfield wvas strafed. Co the sauwe day TAT's meiiums
{vhoge migslons 2ll hud been cvortive on the 15th) suceessfully attacred
&life, Intinna, ond Snoronire, ond Lts Toltimorer hit Tenafro (eact of
Casging) snd the ronds ot Telrone, vhile A-20tn also styuel nt the
"nireno roads. In &ll, the mediums {lsir Bu soxties :md tke 1lighi bowders
v6, Zostons cdded 16 soridies in night attochn on rord aonce rall Junctions
wetwoen Come pnd the Zifth Arcy bomb iine.

“rom the 17th through the 20th 247 eontimued to batter ronds, roll

lines, ond totne in the area irmedintely north of tne Fifth Army, lleay
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of the zlsslons weroc phortive becaase of clonds over the targets, but
B=28%q, Britinores, and ;&-Bt}‘s Mt targets in anid around \1ife, .Aguino,
Ongsind, lipnano, Isemnia, Zolans, Terraeins, ond Ansio; Bostons in-
truded at nisht over the ronds from Foac to the bomb line; -~ni 4-36's
and P-401's flew mors thon 300 sorties aszainst Veaafro, Vairans,
Ironcollsoe, Iratello, Hnturno, Tratells, Telien, iree, Terruelina,
Pletravicine, fesea iAwrunea, -nd Pulestrlna, Shese targets were om or
closn to Elghrays 6, 7, ond 85 vhich converpel o few milss north of
Cavun,

®

On the 21s%, wita the veather bebter thun it hed been in 10 daps,

&t

LaT's principgel effort wes diresetad aspinst the Caselno area. Thirty-
threa 2-20's hit Cassino towm ond its rards and bridscs, 36 A-20's oub

71 x 100-13. oombe in%o a livoune ores between the railroud end the toum,
ond 23 3altinwres hit the mein rond and started fires in the reilvay
yords south of the bown. PedO% and A-38's added to the day's effort
afoinet lioes of communicniion by bosbing railrand bridees south of
Caselno, the bridge over the Onrigliane belovw .inturno, a railrosd and
ro.d junction northeast of Terrseins, ~nd road juncbions onl buildinzs
at Volrgmo, Fratella, and [Hinanoe,

On the 224 B-25's and A-Z0's nounded gun areas ~nd troon conecen-
trations south of Tan ®alwra, a bivouac area at Juataloupo (avove Rolann),
and tha totms of Tepafro and Ueanmo: P-£0's bombed and strafed Monkensro
and ronds and gsun positions sroued Jonriztl, San Salwo, =nd Zolano nnd
pt L0 élreet hits on o bridse near Contzlouwno; and A-30'c boubed a

bridre cpd gun positlion ab Uinbturno ond strafed 1T near Cerveteri.
o kS

o
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RAR alzo weabt forlhor afleld bebween the 174h ond 234, hitting the
AfD's ot Torguinis, Viterbs, end Lalte Bruaceians an? landing srounds
near~oy, The A-36's vhica carrlicd oub there musoiong dectroyed mome 30
eneny plonos on the ground and daveged uomy obhers., Tittzhowlzs bombad
o ’s';mnel gouthenst .oi“ Isami;a vhich s surpected ol harboring a railway
an.

EA0te fighters fleu patrols over the battle nren, carried out
tretical reconmalsnance, artllleryr gpobiing, ond escort and ficuter-
swoeep kisslong, ond wrovided eosver for shinein: along theo eoast. A-20!'s
eszbined borbing ond niclelling ip the Cnsslno ond squine areas.

Cn the Zigath Aray fromt, nir forece oneratlons vere wvery similor
%o those? in tho weoturn seetor. Iostons borbed rall-iys, trains, bridses
and 12, ebrafed 1/T, and dropned leaflebs. Shelr orerctlons vers lurgelyr
alon:: the const ro:d, with marbicular ervhasis belns vaid to areas arvomnd
Peceira, Vasto, Uoieti, nnd CGastislione, the object beling to Interrupt
Hesselring's one pood supsly line inbto the eastcrnmost part of the battle
zona. Ssitfires, Jaroawizs, and Dittyhawlzs also wvent for the swply
routass, Llyins offen-ive giuecnc wp cnd doim the enst eco~st almost to
Aneona cad sbrixdng kerd et locomotives and eora, railuny lines, cnd U1,
Other Unrhesizs and Dittyhotlzs onerated over the inrintic.ls trying to
interrmt Geroman shisning o Itoly, Grecce, ond Yusoslovia, & exnrples
of their operations: Jarhauvine and P-35's swest the Tugoslavion eoast,
hitting uerchicmt vessels nenr 5»lit and in the Levitus Cnonnel; snd

mittyhatlze attacted borges in the harbor ot Zeneletts,
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In more direct cocporation -7ith the Zighth Amog N ’F?.?:'hm»;l’:s and
Tittrhowvice vent Tor g posltlons mnd troon concentrations and, vith
Saitfires, flew cover for plonce of WidF and patrslled the battle area
so effectivelr thot fev eneny nlanes were o be seen.]'9

Cne of the most luierestlng onercbions uhlch origlnated from the
ezt coash tool: place on the L6%h vhen P-33's of the 821 Fichiter Growp
rent on a mission to Give-bord mierchant vessels in the Levins Channel,
<hie Ligsatninge woero egeorded oy Idnlion wilots flriny llaceni-20B's. Tnis
wag tne first Ameriecn fligat to e escorted by mempers of the IAY., The
italiang had been training for operations with LALF sincs shorily after
the surreader of Italy, bub their actual narbicination in the alr war
against thelr former allies had had to awuld ap Italian declaration of
var on Germany (vhich cace on 13 Ceboovcr) as well as setlon by ATEL,
Zarly in Cetoocr nlans Tor the emmloyment of the TAT were worited oul,
ATTY), deciding tkot rome five squnrons of fighters, ome of bombers, one
of torpedo bowbers, tio of ‘seaple,nes, an@ holf o coundron of recernais-
senee elreraft vere to be used to the wnximun, with nogt of $helr opera-
tiong to e in susport of thre Itelicen orucd forces and the Zollran notrict
iorears, as courlers, ond for asir-gea re~pue. The gervicing of wlrnes of
tho IAT (and of some Allied civeraft) wne to be done by IaF s:,»ccialists.m

After this inltial nission vith the USAYT the LAT confinued bo
operate with UAAF (end later IALT) unbil the cnd of the wer. Ibs rround
persomned., rany of wvhom vere snecicliste from the old Iegle Acromnutlce,
proved to be especlallys valuable to .6z,

Tha activities of Yactienl Curing tho rorzining part of Cetober

vere essentiolly the rowe as they baor fron the 184h tkrouch the

&
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024, Zestons flovw rerular nightly erned reconneisormce miesions, hitting
at 1% beyond th: Fifth and _igath lroy fronbr, wbhile Teoufighters flew
nighd poirols, Durln; Goaylishi hours Z-20 o crested rocd blocks; 4=-0's
and ¥sltivorecs asitocled gtrong-pointe, dridges, /T, stores, dumms, gun

. yvogltions, trocps, ond rosds, and set uvp rosd bleeks; A-Zu's bombed znd
strafed hiphwcyr, rodlicrs, bridoer, rrdilo and wenther stotlens, gun en-
vlocencnbs, airdrouss, snd troop concentrations, and flevr "roubarbs®;
F-%3's encorted hoovien and 1&“&(1?".1111’15 ond boubed enciiy alirfields: F-40's
hit gun exmloeer.ontn, reili-ye, rosds and rond juretions, brifres, end
troifies Httravioss, “arcoiits, and Snitfires abttacied Iif&”, locomotilves,
galmring, rrdor stobleone, bridpes, alrfielde, wnd gwa positlors, flevw
escord and defenrive vatrols ond rréiller: ono tnebticnl reconmulsmance,
rnd coveored noanl vessels chellin; ths coast,

O osone dnyo the woather veoe go bud thol TAT's nlones were not oble
to fly mony sorbies, bBut thore war never o dnr vhen trer friled to rTeeord
ot least a Sow blowe cgrdnet the exeny. Lnd at all times they were

n =1
zagbers of the alr over the botile gones,

Tocticol's operations agelust cormurdeations were restricted to
targets iz the oren south of o line runnlng: cooroxiootely drown Fome 4o
thc morthenst. Solg wnr in cecorécmers vith the Cormspdcr-in-Cnief's

. ~  policy of dividing the cseraticus of Taeticel ond Chrategic nlong

geosrrashic linne so thot Stratcgie nornnily would be rolleveld of abteclk-

ing targots vikich could be hit br W8T, thur allowins SAT to fulfill its

a2

noragl fuzcticns. .
Strotosie ix Toxge, Strotesic's activities durinc the I-st two
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veeks of Cetober fell inte trvo tine-divisiona, Trom the 18%h through
the 222 it opercicd rooinst lines of cowrnmiesticn (almoct altogather
reiliny lines) in central Itely, aceinct corzumientione and sirvdromes
in Grrege and the Zallzere, ond sriinet the GAF fiibhter foree, prineiyallr
in tho PFore arec., Trom the 234 throvsh thke end of the ronth it continued
thece threc tymes of cperctionc, bub most of 1ts idesliong were apninet
cormnle~tlong in Itoly. Throughout the entire periocd of 15-01 October
SAT ung more cobive tkan it had been during the Tirst holf of the mombh,

Coerations ngcinst cononmicrbions in central ond rorfhern Italy vere
wrineinally oowinst e group of orlépers in the genernl ares between
Cresoeto near the vest coact and the oren souwth of fvconn on the esct
econst, Durins the first month of the Italian ecupaipsn TAAY had followed
the old and lorg-term polier of continurlly borbing key morebuslling yevds
&s & mecne of sterping the cneny'e movewent of sunplies, eguipment, and
nersornel oy rall, Iow, hotever, that method of interdiction éid not
enpear to be the rmoet legleal gystem., It wnes estlrsted that the purely
Alitorr needs of the encsy could be swoilied by obout & per cent of
the norwel rell troffic from cembral Itzly ard the Fo Tolley into the
vattle area; accordinsly, to redvece drrostleelly the eneny's flou of
reini‘orcenents: and suonlles it s esse tiu_. to cut as meny railway
iner o wossllble, to cut then as necrly sioulieneovnly as posclivle,
and to cub ther guic:ly. ke most logleal way %o a?ccm)lish thips was
7 nockzing out bridres ond vulnereble gecetlona of frac: vhieh were so
locoted that 1% would he diffiendt to reveir the lipes.

.
Such o nrosran wos sore fearible~-nand mere logical--at this stape

of the gane themn 1t hied been a zﬂanth earlier, Uor one things, the rail
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lines from the Po Velley into central :Etaly ran through nowntrln passes
or nleng o rarrev strin of the coaet, 2nd in eltkoer case they ram through
norrov defiles, cerossed tronsverse strecus on bridees, ran along the
cides ol steep inelines, anl passed through tunnels. Ab each such

nolut the lines were vulnerchble to, and nipht easily be dlocled by,
'tccurci.-c boxbing., In mony instonces, in fret, & line nigzht oe missed

by o boub oxr sclve yeb would be dloch:ed by o lrndslide if the bombe

bit noove the track. Tor another thinyg, there were more marsuallirc
cords in central and northern Isalry thon there kad been in southorn Italy,
o fret vinlch mnde it nore difficult to inmberciet trcnsmoriation in tre
north by hittlng torpets of that irve. Tinelly, TAAT's vlemes nov vere
much better leeated fox trips to the reglons atove o Tone-Pesesrs line
than they had been o ;_‘:rnth earlier. She 3-17'g and o-D4's gtill vere in
Tunlrle bub vere witain cocy roarge of the railrary tormete. The T-6le
vers in the Djcdeidn aren, ncor Tunila, bat vere nreparines to move to
Pecimonennn and Tillieidro, Serdinda;®® ene they, too, were vithin renge,
Zho E-25'c were ceattered; tut only one provn vms in Uorth Afrien {at
Cudna), unlle t1o were in Sleily, and one vae olrerdy on the mninlend

ot CGrottagliv. OF the tuo in Sicily one wos alrerd; moving to Jan
Ponerarzio, Italy, and thn other vould xmove to Togrla !linin Jduring the
firet weet of ovember., ILicht borbers and fizshtcr-tocders nilrecady vere

e toblished on the mudnlrmd, AF's thres growss of P-38'g and one Eroum
of P-4 fighter eseoris werc on the mainland (as wore TAT'e east-coast

vighters, walch could fly escort beyond their rector vhen necessary),

all of them dthin ronge of the boubers! objectiver, .ite the ccquisition
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of the nirfields of the Itnles cxd I‘écgﬁ.a cormlaxes rnd around CGrottaslie
and Lecce, tacre wore axolc neco.sodntlons for all of the plomes vhich
currently needed to be based on the mainland.zs

1t would tpmenr thot AR 'c deelslon to throv a large part of
Stratesic's operations into o cozpelpn ngeinet the eneny's swiply s¥etel--
cnd acninst dridges in prrticulare-vas in kecping vith the thining:
cwrrently golng on in the minds of higher autnoritles. ITear tne end of
the month Gonersd lorcholl eobled Ceneoral Ziscrhovwer some onlnicns relative
to tze esnlorment of borbers in the ledlterrcnecn., It opneared to Ceneral
larshall thot ouch of the succoss of the armles in the Tunislan ceorpalgm
hrd been due to the usc of hecwy bombers to dlcrunt the emewmy's synten
of supely ot long range wiile using mediun bomvers cnd snort-rengs alr-
craft to destroy the eneny’s fisater force, isolcie the battle aren, and
then obtoes strongs-pointe, snd that a sizilar spplicotion of the nir
soreos in thely vemld cchieve 1like recults., He curgested thut the use
of IASF s heovien noodnst Gernon swply lnes enterlny the Fo Tollepr wonld
nrevent the cneny from budlding up end supplylng his forces. "The &ffi-
culty of closins all 9 roil liues inte the Fo¥ uns amprecicted by Cereral
Iareholl, so he suscested thot Uthe simlitonecus destruetion of seversl
cdjocent bridces om ench rall line vill stop traffic for o lemg time,®
Che advonce of the grouad troops could be eufficlertly aided by Yincreased
opcretions of your mediuvn cnd ghort ranged bombers and fighter oombere. 3
Zy the tiue this mesrage arrived in the theuter LatF's progran of bﬁa‘sg\;e
rmaening alrecdy had been in operciion for 10 caye.

Strotezie .atqrted. the aegeanlt on the bricges on the 18%h, 27 ang for
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five doyrs thece Irey livks in the central Itnlion rell syetem $oolr o
hard benting., Sridzes attacked along the uest const route included tre
one ab liontrlte &1 (Oastro, one nenr Grocseto, the Albinla bridges, and
the brldsze necr Orbetello. Along the centrnl lines from Tlorence to
Pome, vha Sicrno and Perugla, bridres north cnd soutrenst of Orviets,
oridges nesy Alequependente ond largeinnc, ond the vizduet st Zernl vere
nounded., Cn tke enst esnrt severcl oridgee belowr Anconn ond the brideces
ot Guilianovn mnd Clvidanove vere ohtocked, In gll of the ralds iroc the
15tk through the 223 around EED sortiecs were flowm ané 1,200 btons of bomos
cropned by the B-1v%s, P-2ite, D-0B'a, 2-06's, end VVellingtons whick staged
the blitz., ITomeso wos extensive, oelins norticulsrly severe on the bridres
crovad Orvicte":s and in the llontaldo &1 Castro, Aloinis, Guilienova, ard
Jequopendente arens. In cddition, the aporeaches to these and the other
nridf:es were bloelzed in alrmost nll Instances. 5She net result wace tre
interdiction of virtwilly all rcil tranenort north of the Eome ares,
“hich ferced the encuy to resort to an lncresscd use of mobdor tromsrort
b esartol snipping--hich, in turn, were attaezed (as noted ebove) by
lifht nrd ficshter-osuabers ar they maved inlo the reglon between or sdjacent
to the sexzeme'i linae in centrcld Italy und the britle zone.

In thege miscions only o fev forzntions eaccuntercd eassy planes,
In only feur instences did declirive ensmpemonts develoo, rmd in czch
ingtonee P=-34'e wore flring escort. Terultin were: Gal losscen, 16 plenes
deatrored and about zn equnl nrnber prooaply destroyed or dnnnged; ..A4fS
logegen, & dertroyed ond 1 mlerlrny, Tortlr to offset hie leck of defengive
tirhtere the encmy threw v on ever-increcsin. gqumtity of fiak, Tor

exnmmle, the Z7°0th 3orbardaent L‘rmm §.‘) had 10 of 1M plrues holed oy
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Ah fire on the Venafro rirsion of the 274,

From the 234 throush the cnd of the month Siratesle devobed most
of 1t{s rissions to o contiruction of the nrevions wee':'s attacks on
llnes of communieation in general end bridses in particular, The
weather was alternately goof and bad, It rounded all of SAT's bonvers
on the J7ik and 28%r, linived tnem to ore misrlon on the 26th and one
on the 29th, ond forced a large mumbor of missions 9 retarn withous have

>

iag boumbed tao nrinary target (nlthouzh in sone inﬂbﬂnce alterniiive
tarzets were hit). It peralttcd, howswsr, ssveral days of full onarie-
tlons. “Yarssts vore in throe crounst those vetwoon Jrosssty and Ancona
which hind bean the torsets during the rrecedins weol:, o ner sat of ob-
Jreblves zuch farther north betwesn Flgtola and the “rench border, and

o couple of Harzats oa the eonat absre and balow Zome.

In the first grows of targets B-05's ond 3.206's hit the railway
orldses ab Albinis, llontalis &L Casbro, snd north of Crvloto bus rigsed
the bridges ot lMurascinnn and the viaduet 26 Terni, 4t the two lutter
wlaces the bad Loablng wme socavhat compensuted for by dauare b9 tracks
oud roods near the prlacry target and by the deatruection of soao flve
enzuy planas vhen the 020 attnelzed ia szall nusbers, ellingtons kit
W3 bridee ond ralluays of Civitanown, A tatal of 200 .:slliéél »lanes
o0l pnrt in the slx miecions ond drapned 315 tone of bombs, “he secsnd
craw of comrianle tlone tarcels ineluded the irmortamt transorsution and
shinping nolntn of Fistodn, Cenow, Imperia, Ports lnwmrizio, anl Tavizze.
Sxeept for Flatodo oll wors olons the ¢oirt of northuest Italy., Ceana
vag atdagzed tlesr by 123 31710 wileh unlo~ded 35 bons anl scored hits
on tragizs, rolllng ctoolr, tulldingy in the Muszllo sheel wortcs, electric
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end ordnancs or'ia, ships sod sanll crait =t the Jngaldo fittiay works,
cnd bulldings ot the Shn Glorglo inetram-ab fietrzy; ond by 20 3-24's
vhich unlesded G0 tons zud ceared direet hits on the Ansuldo steol plant,
comelng firos ond explosione. The Plrtol~ UfT's ore blasted by
welllngioas, flrez wund exmloslons belng obserwed nal obsertvatisn shovin:
hite on an alreraft assoudly plont ant ths rollwsy juretion., Vaorazze tosl
78 tons froa 26 2.17'c, nits being rezorded on mn ironm woris and vrre-
housag and within tho woxt aren. The abitachs on Ixmorizn ond Porte
szarlzlo wera oa o exnll seale, by soven and o 2-171z respec%ively.

In this serios of ralds 234 effestive sortics were flown aal 675 tons of
ooubs dropued, Lhe third sot of arsets comoisted of two jorts in the
Toae area-~0ivitwaeckin nnd Anzlo. fthe formar was att~cred by 3b Be25's
alz: dropped 52 tons ond reored 7 direct hits on railwnys omd warehomges:
the latteor wos sluggeﬁ by 35 2-2b's wiogd BT tonos eovored the docks,
complotely dentroyod nll Tuildings on the norﬁﬁ dogiz, sml hit several
sxall eralt.

Stratesicts operutlons from the 234 through the 3lst acelnet commu-
nlcabtions were sunilsionted by torbors and fiftorebozbars of Qactical.zo
Z-75'4 areated road blocty, especiclly arsund Torain and Trosinone;
Zogtone hit roads und bridges, vorticularly cround Teirans, created vood
blaclis, ead abbaclied bridges nevr Tdnturuos; and A-33'c boxbed bridses
zlonz the zast const ond nrowad Frabeilz,

in these mlaslons, by Lotk Stratesle and duetieal, emeny opsosition
wag syorodlic and onm o sanll senle.  She only zajor excounfer was over

Orvicto, whers 0 to 3D GAT fighters enraged TABIT's mediurs in a rumning
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bastle which cost the Germane sit planes desivoyed, five nrobobly des-
troyed, rnd four deosnged szaingt no Allled losses, and where tho escort-
ing P-38'r uers nibackzed by 20 onemy wlimes, vith one P-38 beiny llsted

as migeing,

Al
-

The regult of thome attae s on gunmly rontes wos 2 eontinuntion
against the lines avove FRome of the interdiction whieh hnd been erented
by the sttaczs froa tho 15th throwgh the 234, and an.extension of the
interdiction to include tho mogt direct lins of com wmlcstlion from Fone
to the lasoritcnt induatrial centers of northrest Italy and to soutazran
Trance, Incldentully, the Ponbings arcund Genon and I-meria helned to
ereate in tho zinds of tho Gerannmn o consern ualch vwold alw=ye be
nregent, do'm to the very ead of the Itnlinn camsalen: thot the Mllies
would leunch an amshibious onerziion asainst the area between Lo Spezia
and I:;par;.a.

L8 ' second nmajor cetivity outeide of the cattle aren during the
last tio veshs of Octobor eonaisgted of comnter-air-force operutlons.
Thage were directad o -ainst the flelde in tho rexrerz) viclnity of Tone
and wore desimel eithiar io sungh the 337 fighter forcss which ware operut-
ing both offenslvely and defensiwely from basas in thot aren or to foree
then to withdrow farther north (b le=st as for as the ‘Grosseto gcormlex)
vhere they wonld pose auch less of o proolea o tha 111ied growmd and
nlr foxcer. )

lzrellicnn and Casale each wers abbackeld twlce -nd Cerveteri,
furbsrs, end CGuldonin omea, A11 of thic fislds were single-englan flghter
basen, the Guldonia field only reecently herin - begoas imeortant. Ine
atioels were mzde by 3-17'g, D-28's, and Velllaugbons, 3B sorties beiag

L e
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flown ond alzost 420 tons of Dbombs dromped. Avound 40 eneny alreraft
were destroyod on the ground and seversl wers duaunged, the flelds were
yoll portholed, and a number of incinllations were sanshed or barned.
“he last of thig series of atioclhs was uacde on the nighis of 23/24
Cetober, Therc was thon o breas in Strotegic'~ boabing of airfields
uniil the night of 20/31, vhen 27 Vellingtons attic’zzd the Tu-53 base
at Pervugls, about halfiar bebwosn Fome znd Florencs,

The eomnter-air-force gpernitions of the heavies and mediuus irave
supnlexzented by ralds conducted by A-35'¢ of Ay Sumport Coamend,
Tarcuinia A/ D ¢nd o near-b landing ground (L/ 3) wers aitnered on the
19%h, 1/G's near Sequmpealeato on tho 24th, Tarouiniz araln on the o5th,
snd an B/C vost of Sutri on the 28th, Sunller-scole bombing snd strafins
attaols were modo on tho 28th epainst £islds near Civita Ozstellnra,
Cervoterl, Tordquinla, and Viterbko, oll of which werse in the Foms orea.
In all of the raids 19 eneny wlines vere claimod ag dostroyed ond nt
least 10 e @naaged.  Adddtional 24T attacie on airfields wore mnde
by A=20'~ uhleh hit flalds at Czsesine and guila,

Strategic's third major grovp of operwtions durlng. the lact kaif
of the month was dlrseted wgainst the Eal‘sziﬁs anl Greece. Irom the 15th
throush the 234, lines of ca:;unicu.ti?ns in the colzone recelved the
major attenbtion, Inrdect olt was Shoplje-—a oy point in Tumoslavis on
the Nigh-S2lonia rallvway and the control roint for 211 trafflic from
Tusslovin to Gresce--which was attacizzd by bombers and fighier-bosbers
on the 13th mnd brr P.38 fishtex-boubhere on the Dlst. The nttac: on the

31
18tk o the flrst USA'S effort eiainet a Tugoclavinn tar-et. In

i r e an
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the tws ralds 36 2-28"'s and 44 F-3u's partlelmated in the hombing,
droondn:; 45 tons, whlle cunother 20 P-33's strofed., In the 'oo::ﬂ;ing attaes
7l dlrect hits were seored oa the 1/Y¥'s, lesvin: 5ll but 1 truchk un-
servicesble and destroying 3 locomodtivas, 7 1YT, snd 1 reconnalsssnec
. cor ead Gonging 10 I:,/'.T.' nnd éaveral lpeoxstivas and ears. In the straf-
fing attock 43 out of 44 locomotives -resent in tho yards vere reporied
dessroyed or demnged. On tho 20th tho I'ish™@ MfY's wers abtacked by 36
3=26"'g, vith fishter escort; 44 tons were dropped, eutting the main
lines to Selgrade and Sofic at mony poinds and nutting mony direst nits
In the yards., At the gome time 16 £2-38'e dive-boubed tho roundhousc
wvith faour tons and lefb it in fismen.
Prering the loast 10 days of the a;n*c.n «33's operations mcross the
Adriatle wvere dirested njminst oirficids, Thirtp-siz 3-25's poundel the
Athens/Zlensis A/D with 22 tone of fraje, results hoing excallent, The
field at Zlrmae, Albonin, vas ottaezed by ansther 36 I-25's (whieh ugad
it as am nltornate tarpet when Iarissa A/D was found to be overcast),
the 23 tonz of froge vwhlch were dromped covering the field and desiray-
ins 12 sireraft.>® The ifD at Podgorica in Yuroslovio was strafed by
- P.38's and bonbed by B-25's, vith rour plonmes being destroyed on thn
X ground, he SalontiinfBeles nnd lVermlo/idlra 4/D's wvach uers blitzed
. ) by 18 3-05's, the {ields being vell coveored and 1l emomy plones being
destroyed cald 8 dnr el on the sromed by the 2,5:8 z 20-1b, frage vhien
wers dropned, The finnl Grazeo-Iallzan omeratlon wis o retarn vielt to
Tirana 4fD, vith 15 7-3d's bombing ond 16 straflng ond with bonsars ond

buildinge oing thorourhly covered, fires charted, wnd airerafi douceed,

L]
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In all of the ralds bey