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Th5.s study, prepared by Lt. Col. Albert. F. Sbpson, 
AM? Historical Office, te l ls  the story of the plantting 
which preceded t h e  invasion of Italy Sn Septeaber 19k3, 
md recounts Allied air operations and or~anizat ional  
developaents during t h e  first four months of the Italian 
campaign. The study follows A i r  Phase of the north 
African Invasion, 1:uvember 1942: The Iwelf%h A i r  Force 
in the Horth African ;,inter Cxnpafm; T& Cnnsues% of - -  
Pantelleria (3.n process) ; and Farticipati~rz of the Einth 
and Twelfth Air Forces in the Sicilian C w a i a n ,  thus - 
carrying to 1 Januarj 1944 the story of air operations 
in the I!ecEterrwerun, L i k e  other studies prepared by 
the I:istoricrll Office, this sbudy is subject t o  revision 
as additional infomation becomes available. 
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&uuPlc?nafQTw--- 

On the surface i t  would asem logtoaZ t o  assume that from the day 

the A l l i e s  completed their  successful invasion of firth Africa 411 Xoverrfber 

1942) an assault on tne maifland of Italy was a foregone conc3usion. 

ActaR'lly guch was not the case, for there were other areaa tkan Italy  

along the shores o f  tho I4editerranea.n which 10% offered attractive 

posaibil ittes as sf t e a  for All ied  operations, and thare were a1.m.y~ 

strong differences of opinion between tihe Americans and the 3ritish as 

t o  the nature an& extent a% gost-!2unlsiaa operat5ona. f7ot mtil after 

the end of tho Tunisian ~3,?qat@ in Ihy 1943 was I t  d e f i d t e l g  decided that 

an aseault on the 1 talian &zllan& was preferred t o  operations against 

S,?rdinic~, or tho E d k m s ,  or southern France, o r  i n  tne Aegean; and evea 

then a seg.eat of Allied thou&t held t o  the thesis that ang future attack 

on Italy should be l i d t e d  to  an air offensive in o&er that the 91,131 

wei&t o f  All ied  manpower and resource8 mfght be thrown w i n s t  the &is 

in a cross-Channel- fnvasron of northern Ilrcrpa, hn operation against the 

minland of Ita1-a* was not evea included in the long-range planning of the 

Al l ied  leaLers in tha h y a  when they were seCting up the invnsion of 

XTorth Africn (G-peration QOflCS) asd the Sici l ian csqalgn (Operation HJSXY). 

Althc~~.& the decision +a invade I t a l y  did not rbmterfaJ,ize until the 

sunmer of 1943, thera were nevertheless early plans for Mtting Italy 

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EOI 2958 
www.MtMestas.comwww.MtMestas.com



f ron  the air for the p q o o e  of reducing the &xis wnr poBenti~1 md in 

the h q s  that heavy ,ma ~us%;rfned bo=ibfng &&t result in the callapsa o f  

Germnyls junkas partner; and U l i e d  bonbers 'oased in ITorth .Vrica began 

pomd3ng Italy nine n o n e s  before &L%ied ground t r o ~ p s  set foot on the 

gent n-a. * 
On 11 l73mbar 194%-the daOe on ~Jllich Wench ~ J I O ~ O C C O  aaa Algeria 

capitulated bo t h o  Allies a d  therefore tho first date on which it was 

possible t o  project definite '1,lma which lodeed Beyond the liftoral. of 

Xor thwes t .Gfrica--4rhe &cist,znt C l r t  ef of Air Staff, Plans at Headqaar t era, 

Army Afr Yorces requested the BsslsBarrt Chief of iLir Sta f f ,  Intelligence 

for i n f o r i t i o n  w h i t 3  was needed in  the prepara%ion of a strategic p l m  

for an air offensive againat I ta ly ,  t o  be coniiuoted fxom iiorth .%.frican 

T'asss, Specificalljr, data was desired on the strength, com~oailtion, and 

iUapoaition of &xis air forces an2 antiaircrr3ft nrtiUery in Italy, 

Gorsf ca, Saxdinla, and Sicily, and on %he targets which were v i h l  t o  a 

cantinw,,tion o f  I tedyl  s war effort. Further, Intelli,:moe was aake9 t o  

submit an a;~,?raisal of the prabable effect on the overa l l  A x i s  war efSort 

of a war air offensive against Italr and her posceasions.' On 19 

lhveraber , lntsllijisnce ~rovided PLanr~ wi tb the deairea data, 

At; .tho s m o  time tho British Bine  ICinister was presenting t o  
* 

PresiBent 3aosarelt his concqtfon of future strategy in %he WeiLiterranean. 

In e cable dnted 10 Novmber 1942 !&. Churchill decl.~irea that af%er h r t h  

Africa, hrrd bean conquercS1 "the pnramu11t taddl before the A l l i e s  wwld 

* ILkP bombers haa been hitting a f e.d targeiis in no~thern  Italy at irregular 
intervals slnze Aah,%sst 19m. How~~$x, these attadzs were t o o  s i ~ W .  and 
too  f a r  to be considered aa a realloffennlve against Xfzly. 
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be that of %asfng the bases on tho Afrkcnn shore t o  oBrS3ce at the under- 

belly of the Axis  I n  effective strength and i n  the shortest t iae ."  !2he 

statenent m i & t  be considered as iqlyint. nn invasion ,ad a subseq220nt 

aperation by land on the Italian &nlm&; but at the moment 1.1~. Churchill 

appeareb to  be concerned only k4VI an aic i r  o f f a n s f ~ s ,  1 or  he followed the 

statement by a discussLon of sir strate,gy against I tdy. !?he l&axgesC 

fnstallstions f o r  Aneriean boaaero, said the Prime f,%nister, ought t o  be 

seb zlr, on the tip of Tuxisin 80 that long-range bombers w h t c h  wo-ald be 

sent t o  Korth Africa by the United Statee, togother with h e r i c a  bonbers 

alrea* based i n  the lIidd3.e %st, mUld operate nost effectively against 

Italian tagets; at the sma time tho bombing w e i g h t  o f  the British nigh% 

attack should be b r o w t  t o  be- whenever the trenther was more favoxa3La 

over 1.t;aY.ia.n targeLus than over Germn. the industrial center8 should 

be attankea in an intense fashion, e-rery effort being made t o  render then 

uxzinhaS3itable end t o  t e r ro r i ze  and paralize &3.-$ Z;he papaation. 11 After 

Tunisia WB in A311 ad ~ W L ~ B ,  the Prime :=3nister con%inued, we shouXd 

seize ofther Saraiuia or S i o i l ~ .  Won efther of the  two islands attacks 

on llaples, bme,  and the Xtialian f l e e t  ltwo'iiLd rats@ the w e  aminst Italy 

t o  an intense dcgree. n' 

At the t ine :h. ChurchfLl sent his ap?ralsa;l o f  f~t?xre operations 

in the f4dterrsnean t o  :.ir, Booseve13 he had, in hie  posseasion a cabla 

*on the Iroaident whicrh  expressed the h o p  Itthat yyou dth your Chiefs 
L 

of Staff in Londcln an& I with Che Con3ined Staff here!' m i & t  surve~ 

Ilpossibili t i e s  " which incI,~&ea a 1 1 f  or:iard movemezt directed againat 

S a r d i d ~ t ,  Sici ly,  IDaly, Greece jnd other 3slkan areas and , . . the 
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possibility of obtafning Tur2ish sumort for an attadc through the Black 

Sea againat Qemnanpls flanlc.l14 It i s  evident irm these two messages that 

the Allied leadera, as e m 4  as Xovenber 1942, were envisioning futwe 

operatf ons against the msinlmd of Italy; buti i t  is  a l s o  evident that 

theg had evolvoa no specific ~ 1 ~ n  for sudh operatSons- 

T h e  Prime Ministerls eommicatfon t o  the President was pro4qtly 

referred by the U. S, Joint  Chiefs of Staff (JCS) t o  the doabined Sub- 

C o m i  +tee of the Combined S t d f  Plamexs (@'S) with incrtmtfonn t o  pre- 

ptlre a r ~ L y . ~  l rhis conmittas ari%mitted i t s  rqort  on 27 ~ovembed 19% The 

pager consisted of a mnjority r ~ o z l t  a ninorl-ty report, !The former 

arsxlowmed the following aonalusions relative t o  future strategy in the 

IIediQerrmea: after Tunisia had been taken etther Sicily or Sardinia 

should be eelzed--elWler opera.f;ion being preferred toactivtty in the 

3a,l:ws or against Qain--and of the two islands Sic i ly  was considered 

ths more valuable After the eonguest of S i c i l y  tne illlie. oopld 

"extend the offensive by naval anit air action, and. limited lmd operci.%ions, 

t o  the nainlmd of Italy, '1 or raid southern h m u e ,  ox capture Crete and 

the Pode-ese. 

!the nlnority report, presented b;7 the U W  rnom'ber , Col. R. P. 

Willims, agrood with the mfori t~  report thaf ourrent offensive action 

should be C O A ~ ~ ~ W ~  until the Axis was expelled fro= UctrtS. Africa and 

lines of c o h w t i o n  in the 1leditexraaai.n secured. %loitation, how- 

ever, should consist essantiallg of an air offenwive. The North African 

theater shoula be organized and develo~ed into a theater for operat.lons, 

auxiliary f o  and integgl  with the UX, me two theaters ahould be 
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considereit as one insofar its air operations were oonamed and ehould be 

under a single commder who c a a d  exploit the fXeldbil,ity of the &r 

arm in a well-considered strategic air plan. B e  urux o f  the minority 

con.t;entioa was that the best wag to aid the U. So S.B. and the soundest 

way t o  prq?.Te for a cross-Chamel invasion was by omssMng the capacity 

of G e r m  t o  wage war-and t h i a  ~ o u l d  be dono only by an alr offensive. 

30th the majority and. the minority reports wexe considered b3 the 

Combined Staff Plmers at their meoting on 30 November, but the Anerican 

and British merabero were unable t o  agree concendng h % u r e  strategy in 

t;ha I4editerranean and postpned action on tha pa9erb8 liesting abda on 

3 Decer~ber they stflf were tmabSe t o  oome t o  a deoision and decided t o  
9 

continuo d2sntssioa of tho paper the follorving day, 

Phen Dhe CPS met on the 4%h it had before f t  four fnfornal m e m -  

randums prepared re@ecti~ely by the 3ritid.1 members, Che U. X. , 4 w  

nembars, the 'UW menbore, and Ehe D, S. ITavy air member,1° The Wavy 

paper i s  o f  no momept; for the present; discurrsion, The other throe papers 

present such important but di~ergent views that ther serve t o  show clearly 

why a deoision on post-l'OTrCH action had t o  wait for a Rooaevolt-Churohill 

coderence. B r i e ~ y ,  the three v i e w  wexe: 

a 1, British menbera: The min weigjht of id l i ed  effort in the 

Elediterrmean should jibe against Italj;.u t d  as an initial s t e p  ''as 

opemtion~~ a&ast either WdinZa or Sici ly  ehould be mdertaken at 

the earliest poosfble date. 

2. V. S. Army mmbers: If an i ~ ~ v a ~ l l o n  of southern f a y  should 

'be decided won, than Sicike should be t&en affer Tunis; otheruise, "the 
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- 

time facto~ anit the n7ai 

or Saxdinia ahodd be invdeb; but no further move ou&f t o  be made until 

lines of c o ~ c a t i o a  through Gibraltm had been nade seawe. 

3. U E U F  meaber: IfThe best way t o  win the warn was by T'an all-out * air from the UiT. against Gemmy8s capteity t o  wage war, followed 

llby a land invasion against the continen* aCTO8S the 3glish Channel. a 

In the I!edfterrsur&,zn, o~eratlons ahould o o n ~ f  st of air attacks against 

Itallan objectives nnd M a  ship pin,^, w i t h  North Africa being developed 

as 'lan afr o~eratiing area integral with the United Ein@on;l1 

Xa their meeting on the 4th the CPS s t i l l  were unaole Do come t o  an 

agreenent and referrod the matter WC t o  the Combined Sub-Oomittee, 11 

On 8 December the subcornnittee announced that it was unable t o  rosch a 

deo5e5on aad stfLteie that it held the upminous oplnton that before a 

poliay for future aation i n  the Msd;t$erraneara co-Jld be recornended the 

global strategic concopt of the M t e a  liations woad have t o  be reviewed 

and made apailatle t o  the sdboodt tee . '2  The CPS, after duly considering 

the report, informed the Combined Chiefs o f  Staff (CCS) that, owfng 

primarily t o  lxlacl: of an accrepted global rrtrategy for the conduct of the 

war,fl they were unable t o  reach sn agreenent on operations s&sequmt 

t o  TORG~I." In their 54th meeting, 31 Deoe3ber 1942, the CCS took note 

of tihis And there the ?oattier of futaxe strategy in the 

1:eiUtermslean stood when the President act the Prime tfinister met at 

Casablanca in mid-January 134-3. 
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!the Casablanca Conference, insafar as fufuro opera* ions in the 

l4editerrazleau were contorned., decided thaf; Sio i ly  was t o  be invaded 

(Operation liUSXY) during the period of the favorable July moon and that 

the bom~ing offensive--as aaon as Horth Mxioes hrrd been cleared of Axis  

troopa--vould be directed primrily toward inflicting the greatest possiole 

losses on As is  air and naval forces i n  preparation f o r  HUGY, toward 

dlrece support of that operatfon, and to7uard the destruction o f  the oil 

refineries at Plosst i .  Eur~ais.'~ Xothing was Mid about a invasion of 

the mainland of Italy, and for t M s  olnlsaion thero appear to have been 

four funhental reasons: first, it was hoped that the ooaqwst of Sicily 

plus henvgr boabing of the Italian min2md would result in the collapee 

of Italy; aetond, it seened best t o  plan one st- a* a tima i n  the 

l&a.i,texrweul so that the =l ies  might take ad~mtage of future changes 

and dovalopaents, p o l i t i c a l  as well. as militaq, few of which. could be 

foreseen or forecast at long range; third, any qaration as85.net Italy 

beyond the seizure of Stoily would h e  t o  be planned with reference t o  

a projected invaaian across the &@ish Channel; fourth, the U. S. Chiefs 

of  S t s f f  a d  the British CMefs differed sharply as t o  the impoxtsnce of 

future operati ona i n  the 3Zediterranesn, the British consistenblg being 

0 more fnterested in t k t  region tmm wsre the kmericnas. 

In spits of the fact that no q e o i f i o  plans for operations in the 

1.Iedititerrasean beyond H U S Y  were laid doim at GasaBlanca, there was con- 

siderable disoussion of what artepa should be %&en in order t o  hart Italy 

ana if porrrdble t o  h o c k  her out of the w a r .  The view of the British 
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wm-3.5 

Chiefs of Staff was that t 

against the A x i s  t o  the maxtrun, that o~aratf  one i n  the Mediterranean 

offered the best cl~aace o f  compelling G~many t o  disperse her resourass, 

and that "with th ie  end in view we ahodd take as our  primary objective 

the luLo&f ng out of  I t d y .  S i r  Alan droolre, Br l  tish Chief of S h f f  , 

argue& strawy that an effort sholild be made t o  force the c o l l a ~ c e  of 

f t r t l ~  by 'bonbing attacks from Ti, Lmorth Africa, a d  Sicily,  but he did 

not beliere that the Allies coU& unficrtatce any other offensive opsrp, 

tions against Ita& in 1943 unlesrj she should collapse corqletely as a 

-result of E U S ~ ~ Y . ~ ~  !?he hez%cme,  on the other h d ,  mae it clear that 

theg were more intercated, in %he securitjr of shi~nfng in the Islediterrnoan 

and in the effect of Allied operations on hrw,n,vt s strength on the astern 

Front them in e lh lna t i ng  Italy from the war; and Beneral I*kr~haXl s ta ted  

that the W. S. CMefs of Staf f  were concorned as t o  whether future operL 

tions In the Eed5terr~~leon vould bring advantwes coraeneurato with #e 

me B r i  t i ~ h ,  pro'oably as a result of the American positf  on asd being 

anxious t o  continue operations in the !Sedit;erra-, suggests6 that if 

MTSkY vere dolc,yed the U l i e s  should faonde Sardinfa (@erstioa BRIZS'I'NZ), 

'Ihey believe&, sald Jdr :br&l Portal, that the taking of that islanci 

niE;h.E, roault in tho c o l l q ~ a o  of Italy, an event which would have 

most fa-voxable effect on the h a t a n  Front." Gezer l  I k r W f .  not only 

d i d  not agree with the British that it was inportant t o  knock Italy out 

of the war but; w a s  dofinitKLy opposed t o  3RIb~~'i.~la.18 IB t&ng t h i s  

posi t ion IhrdxCLl. was eqrerrsing *e agreed opinion of the U. S. Chiefs 

t r  \'- ;#,,pie- i -:-gp7--/ -i$-tm-bT;--, 

- .- .*-..t-t .. ff. :!%J 3- ze:d>"d- 
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of S t a f f r ~ h ~  had Mscussed at f ive meetingo &%hhrtnse~ves and two with 

the Prasiaent the matter of an invasion of Sardinia and had decided that 

they were stro@g opposed t o  the idea, ilza~imuch as the only advantage t o  

be gained from Brtkfril: the i s l a d  wodd cone from i t a  value as a base f o r  

oonber operztions again& I tnly and southern Fratace. 
19 

m i n g  the course of these discussions %he 3rgtish began t o  a f t  

their interest Pror;: an opemt2on again~Q Swainin t o  tho alroae p l m e d  

invasion of Bicily; they found, however, tbat *ha Americas not only were 

opposed t o  BZ1Y!S20GT but aka ware disinclfned tormrd RITbX'Y uiless it 

could be launched not l ~ t e x  tkn the first part of July. llhe Amerfcnns 

degree of protecfion f a  shining in a s  Kediterranean, mi&t  elidmte 

Italy f~orii the w a r ,  and would afford a good base for bodblng the Italian 

miinland, 20 

At  the third meeting at Oasablarros between %be President and the 

Prime ICLnieter, on 23 3anwy, the poss ibi l i ty  of direct actfon aminst 

the r g n l e n d  was discussed. I&. Eoosevelt bel l  eved that HUSELP mi& 

further break the morale of the Italian people t o  the pofn+J where they 

would rero3.t; therefore, the Allies mst be ready to aot, perhaps in 

krdinia or even in Italy itself. General Marshall announced *ha% after 

the close of the 2bnisiaa capaiga a groidng air bombnrdinent of ftal~ 

would be launched. 'fie Pr3me RLnister suggested that I t  wouZd be ad- 

dsable t o  n;ainta%n a threat of bombardment awnst Eome 8s an ~tdditi031~1 

means of orakiag Italian norale, kt f e l t  that tho bombaxbent ahou2d not 

be carried out without further eonaultation between himse3f and 1 ~ .  
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P&ooevelt, with w h i c h  o2irdon the President agreed. 

%en the Oasa%Za~ca Confcreoce hitd eoqle ted  i t s  discussions and 

made fts decisions, a t  still ha& not deciBed t o  undertake enyth5ng rnore 

than air operations a@nst Italy. Eut it 'believed that b e  future opera- 

%ions which it had planned for the Idedit errwean ($, e. , HUSiZ.Y) mi&t 

"result In tihe collnpse of Italy.f12' 

Pheater_Prpnniae, u - w w  
FoUowiag the Casablanca Confererice no further e t g s  toward direct 

action against the mainbad of Italy wore taken by the Alliea tap-level 

planners until. the W D & T  Conferenca f n 1- 1943; ma not unti l  hpril 

did Allied Xorce Eeado_wters (abzici) in Algiers pas muah aktention t o  pre- 

paring net; plans. 3ut tho A l l i e d  air forces kept Xtdy conotantly aware 

of the f a c t  that it had picked the wrong afde in !!orld War 11. 

As early as Cecenber the air forces based in the Middle %st h a  

Zaunched a caa3.1-male air offensive agatast southern Italy a9 part of an 

over-all glan t o  curtail the f l ow  of s~?pplies to Eomel's htwd-peaned. 

army in eaetern Libya. This hmble beginntne of an afr war against the  

Italian mafnlafld continued as a minor operation until April 194Lwhen it 

was awented by attacks by p%caes of tho Nortkvest Afrfcsjl Air Yorces 

operatin5 from bases in %nisi& md Algeri~t; thereafter, the stbacks grew 

in size and fury until t b e ~  paved the way for the swceseful. All ied 

inva8ion of Italy in Sentember 1943. 

!2he first attack w i n s t  the Italian d n l m d  by U, S. aArcraft 

stationed in the l.:edtterxa.nem a e  on 4 Decemer 1943 when 20 B-24's 
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of the 99th aud 316th Eomb Groups, Hinth Air Foree (XicM3.e &at) hi t  

Naples harbor, b e  laattleship recetvea a direct h i t  and several. near 

22 
misses a d  there were near rrxhsea on a cruiser and two small vessels. 

hiq tho rewlndar of Decenber att&s b ~ .  Liberators of the 1Tinth were 

fdrlg freqmt but in Jwuwy. bad weather l i d b e d  miseions against tQe 

rainland t o  two, the nore impor"uant one being a ana l l  affEtfr of 11 Jenuary 

when eS@ aircreft dropped 10 tons o f  bombs on harbor InstaXlatfons a& 

l t ~ ~ ~ e s . ~  In Feb- the Kin%h carried out 48 sortfaa against that city, 

dropping a total of U 6 tons of bombs on port installations and shipalng, 

In Y.;arch, it s 53434t8 flew 98 effective sorties against 2TapI.e~~ and 

Libera-l;ors of 178 Sqwdron @K@' carried out 11. Considerable &mags 

to harbor installabions resulted from these a t t d s .  

In the three months from Jmuary through Ihrch, I~losquitoea, Beau- 

fighters, and Spftflres of the F11, operatf ng from EIalta, borcbed and 

strafed tmim in the lTaples-!Earanto-l3.eggio trimgle , deatroping or 

severely demgfng 33.6 ~ O C O ~ O ~ ~ V ~ S .  During the same period these planes, 

using w o n  fire and W - p ~ u n d  bonba, attacked  railroad^, sidings, 

stations, a d  brldges in eouthea~ltern 1 taly and station buildings, goods 

xar&s, and warehouses in southern I W g .  Results went be>-ond mere de-. 

strmction: tmffic was dislocated, antiaircraft defenses were forced t o  

spread oak, and %he A x i s  bd;;m t o  be pinched for sufficient Laoornotivea. 24 

&wing the f f rst three months o f  1943, planes of the Fwelf  th Air 

Force had ooncentsated their  efforts on M s f r . a  target=, and on the few 

* In order t o  distinguish betmen USAklF" and W squadrons, s tlolicp of 
onittily; the "th," f l s t ~ , ~ ~  and fQ1t after the squailron nam'psr sf  RAI;" quits 
i o  followed. 

I)  i .  - - .  
1 -  8 L i :-; 

\ t t ,  " .:. 
i 
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occasions when 

oonas on prts and airdromes in Sioily md Sardinia, i3ut by April the 

sound situntioa In gunisia was so iqroved that the Twelfth's heaw 

bombers were able t o  raiae their sights t o  the Italian nafnlan~.~~ 

The first attack was on 4 April againat Dapodichino airdrome (A/D), 

located on the ou$&irts of FTaplss, with 21 3-1'7's httting bulldings and 

the landing sn8 dispersrrl areas. ITaples Ftself was visited during 

April by 83 sorties of Xinth Air Borce 33-24's. 16 sorties of Liberators 

178 Squadron. and 64 sorties of 33-17' s from the i ~ e l f t h . ~  Shipping. 

harbor i~ata l la t iona ,  and marraballi ;PE; yards (II/Ys) war0 hit .  Other 

major attacks during the month were againat Groeeeto A/D (the center of 

an inportant system o l  airfields between Rome and Pisa), attacked by 43 

;J-17t s, an& Bar2 A/D. h i t  bg 62 3-24's. In a m t i o n ,  two attacks delivered 

'by the Twelfth AIr Force sank the Italian heavy cruiser and 

severely a a q p d  tho heavy cmlser  aorizia en La PIaddaIem. harbor, 

%r&ni2, thareby deyriving tho Italian lifivy of two o f  f t s  three heavy 

oxv i~er s ,  lanor attacks dursng April ware delivered by heaw bombers 

from tne Iadil2e &st on Bari, San Giovanni. Crotone, Cosenza, and Pizzo ,  

d l  in southern Italy. 28 

Also during Biarch and April-as in January and Yebruary--2.2alta-uased 

lfosquitoes. Bcuufi&ter~, and Spitfires bombed and strafed locomotives, 

railway staiiions, wmek~rouses, and other installations on the mainland be- 

low a line, YapLes-3axi. 29 

All of the attacks delfverod against the mafnlmd of I t a l y  by the 

air farces during the period f r o s  December 1942 throngh Anrill943 were 

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958 
www.MtMestas.comwww.MtMestas.com



a i ~ e c t l y  In sunport of the Tunisiwn cwqaign. ITever.t;aeless, they were 

the open$% p s s  of an invt~sion of Italy, and the damage whi& they in- 

flicted upon coanunicationa, installations , ma norale would contriaute 

heavily t o  the saccess of tha* fnvadon. 

l!eanwnile, during BIn~ch and .4pril,  with the 2uisian canpaign going 

well aad plans lor the in~as50n of SicZly rapiay $eking shape, it was 

natural that nen in +he 1.laditerra;rrem theater should look oeyond Sicily 

and 'begin t o  consider ways mil mamn of forcing Italy t o  capltulafe or of 

taking full and qwicb: advas*uage of a pos~; i  ~ l e  post-hU%Y collapse of 

that nation. Tt ~ n 0 u l d  be noted trat sum plans as were fomulated 

emrznafecl from U l i e d  Force He&o.vartera in &giers a d  not fron IvBs~dngton 

anit London where future operatfans in tne Mediterranean were being eon- 

afaexed bu* not fomulatcd. It ehouZd also be noted thnt planing at A%iO, 

had t o  t&e in to  consideration--In fact, had t o  be based upon--two vew 

tiifferent gosofbil i tfes:  first, tlzrit I h l y  w9u2d co l lqse  at fhe en& of 

the Twistan caqaign or awing or imoUate7_;7 after EmSLY; second, that 

Italy w ~ u l d  no* co3lapse but would ~snkiauo t o  o p o s a  the A'LZLsa. Though- 

out the *ring and ~ ~ e r  09 1943 m a y  plan for fnkurb action against Italr 

aad t o  take Into considercrtioa thoso two dimetric&lV opoai4ue ~ o ~ s f -  

bi If ties--3hicfi in large neasurs eqlqins w h y  ap_nroxha.tel:r a dozen 

d.tf f erenf achemes for f nvad3ng the peninsula were b&t ed and considered. 

There me tiues when it %a extroaely difficult t:, evaluate mtiona l  morale; 

that urns garttcularl-p t m  in the csse of Ttalp in tho  spring anJ. mmaer 

of 1943. Yot , the sta ta  of morale in 1 t d y  would largely detenfno the 

t y p e  an& degrea of opposi'crlon which the Al l i e s  mi &t; q a o t  t o  oncoim?ier 

- t%i, '  - 
% *::* ? . - -  b 

" 3 > I 
4 
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in the ovmt that  the;^ invaded the minlLnd and, therefore, rto6l.d de0er- 

mine the ty-pe of operati on which mula be launched, the size and l o o d e  

of the Inpr.tsion, and the foreas necessary t o  q l o i t  inltial successes, 

Brly in 1~2aroh the 6-3 section of prepared a memorandun out- 

llninz the oourr-le of action for tho Allied forces in the l4oditerraneasl in 

the event of as Italian c o l l a ~ s o  after the wnolusfon of the $!unieian 

c w a l g p  or after HU%Y h d  %eon launched. The planners believed that 

Ger- woalii not the3 a;ttenl)t f a  defend Itfly 3ut wmld use all amilable 

forces in defense of tho I)a&ms, and on th i s  thesis the E 3  section l a d  

out general plane for wing Italy, Corsica, Sardillia, md Sic i ly  as bases 

f o r  fho laua&ng of an invasion against southcrn France or for offen- 

sive action in to  the Is,al?mns. In a f o l l o w - 9  ner~.orandm a nore detailed 

plan of action was propose&: f ixst ,  t o  establish air bases in Bicily; 

second, as quic2Ll.y as possible t o  se% q air bascs fn the Heel of Italy, 

using one division of infantry and one of airborne trowps t o  seize anil 

hold the urea In fhe f i r s f ;  stage of Allied occqx,tion; thlra, Go sssault 

the Xotor-Dibrodz selrkor on the W-than coast. 30 

bikewiae in I k o h  made plans for a course of action in the event 

t b t  Italy i l ia  noti collapse sf~er tho end of %he W s f m  c q a l g n .  B e  

first matter t o  be aonaidered r n s  what action t o  t,&e if HUSKY fox any 

reason shouZa beoor~e inpracG1~able. JW~~E felt t-4 there wore four  al- 

t s m t i v e  courses xhi& were possible. One was t o  estatli oh s bridgehead 

on the eastern s k o ~ e s  of %he A d r i c d f c ;  a second was t o  a e h e  Crate mil 

the Codecanese, Hefther opsra2lon was considore& as worth wnile, A 
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an operation was held unlikely to succeed because of Ax is  s i ~  oppositio~ 

m d  because the assault would be open t o  attack from throe aides--fron 

I t d y ,  Sicily, a d  the 3al'bns. me fourth course of action would be to 

occu.y Sadfnia and Oorsioa, and it m a  concluded that this was the best  

altematise t o  mS%rS. Rlvs d i d s f  ona would be required for the job; 

these, ,and ade~aate  air forces, were already ~vailable as a -_plixlt of the 

M3SXY force. 31 

!.torvartl the end of A p i l  AlZQ a&n nramlgated a plan of action, thfs  

time on the assmtpfion that HWi wolfid be carried t h o u & .  After liEdY, 

sat d the memormdm, if 2 t  uero dec2iled t o  maintab the offensfve a&ast 

I ta ly the first ste2 should be the ozqture of Srtrdints and dors~ca. The 

next st* would be to use the two f stlads Sio i ly  as bases from ~mich 

t o  lam& a he-ivj b o ~ b i n e  offensive againat I tala= 9a3.s nlpt force 

Italy ouf of the w a r .  1% i t  did  not, a f5naI step would have to be 

undertd~sn: a direct sssnul2, against the mainland. The mcmoraul'um 

rsqgeated three possible axens of assault.. The firat orz3,lea for a land- 

ing at Genoa and/or Leghorn follo~red 37 an advance into the Lm'barcly 

Plain; the aecond for a landing in %he -%me area; the third for an assault 

in the Heel. me first was obvfouxrlgr the most r isky  but, at k\e same t ine,  

offered the gni&sst way o f  imoddng I t a ly  cut of the war and of hurting 

8 .  The secmd was less ri&g b ~ t  a slo~mr way t o  Toroe the 

cayitulatioa of Italy. The third was by far the safest course of action, 

but it was a lso  the least calcaatea t o  pra&uce l m o r t m t  resfits. I t  
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aspeared t o  the planners that the fina?. decision as t o  the cowse t o  be 

taken would have t o  be detorzlfnsd by the state of Italian morale, the 

extent of German ca~a'bilities, md the forces av&lable t o  the Allies; 

a l ~ o  tkat in default of sat2afactor;l.. eddence of a distlnct lowering of 

Italian rcarale at the t ine  of fhd. decision, the three plans should be 

conaidered in the following priorzty: assault on t h o  Heel, l a d i n g  in 

the Eome area, invasion via the Lombwdy Plaln. 
32 

On 7 May AEW produced its final pl-i ng rnmortmdum prior to the 

Ii!BLDEiI Gonfmenca. T'is memorandum, more ambit% ous than its predeoesaors, 

considwed future stratogy over the entire Xec3iterrmean. Its firat 

plan of action wan nredichted won the assumption tbat Italy  wonla not 

collapse after XUSI'Y. Wee possible co-msee of action woala then be 

o_nen. The first tau23 be a&st soathern fiance, T h i s ,  the planners 

felt, would not be feasiale bepause o f  insuff ic ient  forcea, m e s s  i t  

were nrderfaken simu3t.ureoudjr with a oroas-Clnwel i n n d o n  (@eration 

EEO~?D*dP) ; moreover, i t  woad first bo neoeasargr t o  fief ze Corsica a d  

Sarainia. 'Phe aeoond course of action woad.  bo t o  attack the BaEhns. 

%!his was not favora'bl;~. considerad because it c o d d  be undertaken on ly  

after the Aegsan an& Greorre had baeil cleared--also 'because it would be 

both dapgero-as and s low w i t h o u t  adequate atr stmport , trhZch would be 

possible only  froa air basos an the Toe an4 Heel of Italy. The third 

course would be to conduct a campais against the malnlctnd of Italy, f h i o  

would have cer ta in  advantages: it would prodde air bar~ea fron w h i c h  

sonEhern G e r m ,  Ozechoslovald~, the Rmanian oilfieldsrand the h u b i m  

su>plg routeo toad be bombed: if would f orco the Gemas t o  increase 
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t b e b  oommitmcmts in the BtiUcws; it woul 

valuable bases fox submisea and surfme forces; and i t i  m l & t  influeme 

'r7Uker t o  enter the wm a&nat Gersany. On the other hand there would 

be d i ~ s d w m ~ g ~ s :  *he U i e s  nrl&t m ineo a long, hard c m ~ a i g n ;  * watrol of occupied territory woad reguire a large garrison force; 

thero might not be e n o m  troopa available t o  hoLd a heaw Geman counter- 

offexlsive: and the AllSes ni&t easily Deoolse involved in heavy &ipping 

and econodc cornitmeats t o  1ta3,g.~~ 

5 e  planners found it; not much ~iimpler t o  suggest a definite oowae 

of action t o  bo followed purouant t o  an Italian co3Sapse after HUSgY. 

That Sardinia end Oorsios &c)utd be occxqied immdiately waa an obvious 

conclusioa. An invasion of southern Franc0 was held t o  be nnlfkely, how- 

ever, until  after 1943, As t o  whether the Balkans should be invaded, and 

as t o  whether the nainlmd o f  Italy &ouLd be accqieii and if so w h n t  

portions of i t  woWd have t o  be held--those knotty probleas the planners 

sfdestepped bj stating that they were matters which waold have t o  be 

decf ded bg the Coabh~ed Chiefs of flI-,&f ,34 

fliTj3na am-, &= a- 
On 12 1-by 1943 the President and the ~ r i i e  Iflaister opened tbe  

FRXDZ! Conference at ;Tashfngtoa. The 'i?llrisian cm~;aign was ended; plans 

f o r  the invasf on of S i e i 4 ,  decided won at Daaablanca, already were 

being worked out in minute detail at KhZQ; the time had come for I*. 

Eoosevelt asld iJr, Churchill and the Coribined Chiafs o f  Staff t o  decide 

T o n  paat-Sicilian operations in tho Rediterranean. 

r , - .  , ' * a ,  -1 g*<.'.? f '  
2 " ,  +; , ,  
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I t  was imediately evident; that 'the President and the Prime ~.fixl.eter 

he ld  different opinions as to the courne t o  be fo2lowed after IFfJSE;Y. A t  

their first meeting, 12 k g ,  tho P r i m  Xinister said that the initial 

o b j e c t f ~ e  of the dZlies lay i n  the I!editerranea: t o  force Italy out of 

the war by whatever meana ni&t be beat, There were great sd~aIltage~, he 

felt, t o  be derived from the eIirn3nntion of Italy. In the first place, 

garkey mi@ well l e t  the A2liea use bases from which Ploesti and the 

Aegean could ba bonbea; sacont3I.g. Germahg would efther have t o  give 

the BaIkRns or withdraw large forces fro= the TNssian front to defend 

thea; Wrdly, the jnenrrce of the Itallaa f l e e t  would be removed; a d ,  f h -  

ally, German mrale would be hard h2tez5 

B e  Presfdant , however, feared Vmt t o  aomit large anales t o  an Italfan 

campcit@ might re~ult  In hean- attrition of Allied forc&s and be a drafn 

on resources, eapeol&~y if Italy had t o  be ocoqied an& supplied, Fa 

tM s armenti Mr, &up&11 rqIted that i t  wolzZd not be necesEiaxy t o  

oocilpy all of f ta ly - - i t  would "a e e n w  Jut t o  hold sruch posts antl afr 

baees as would be needed for opemtfons againat the 3 s h a  and aoxthern 

3wope. At  thls point the matter was turnad over t o  the ~oxxblnea Chiefs 

of Staff for study and rocomendations. 36 

The U. S, and the British Chiefs of Staff held dewa  on post-hUSLY 

strate@ wh9ch wero quite as divergent as those of the President and 

Prime I'lfnister. In, genertil, the Amadcans wanted to conduct ULZmSted 

offensive operations, grincf~ally air attacks, eo as not t o  ~raju&ce in 

any degree a oroaa-Chamel operation fron the even going so far as to 

say that they would forbid the emplopent of rlmeriean g o m d  md m ~ d  
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foroas east of Sicily. IChe j3riti stl waated strong action against Italy, 

inuluding aqntbious onerations sgdlnst the l tali an mainland or 3 slands. 
37 

The differences between the views of the two ltaffs* are  woxtQ of de- 

tailed e-inration. 

2he Anericvl view was that the min operation mat consisf of 8 

vigorous air offensive against Germmy, t o  be followed by a full-scale 

invasion from in the apring of 1944. In the Mediterranean area BUSKY 

was t o  be accoillpli&ed and thereafter only l imited offensive o~erzLtions 

wou2d be ca?1ducted, These would be designed to destroy the Italian war 

poCen%fal by sir attacks, f o eupport the U. 3.5.R by tho diversion o f  

M a  troops and materiel, t o  force the dispersion o f  enezay grounii and 

air strength so as Do aid the cxosa-0hennel iavasfon, an& t o  maintain the 

security 03 the present Allied positions and c o ~ o a t i o n s  in the 

'5ed.e ternmean. 39 

Phs British held that the main tad: f o r  1943 in the ~kopean theater 

was the, QiIIlination of Italy fron the war, the achievement of which vould 

coatrioute m'~terPR2ly t o  the defeat of Gerway. The 'breaking of the Axis 

would have most serious effects on the psycnologieal and material strengtn 

of Gemmy.  The rosults w o a d  be: first, the withdrawal o l  some 35 

Italiarr divisions fron Greece, Yugoslada, and ~outhern Dance, which 

would force Gt3r-y t o  l e t  go of one or  more of those countries (with 

all that thfs i;.nlied in loss  o f  raw materials and prestige and in t h e  

extension of the range o f  +Illfed bonbers) or t o  suastitutG Ger~iw for 

Iblian troops at su'ostantial oost  t o  the Euesian front; seaoad, the 

e l i ~ i m t i a n  of the f talian Xax: would ennoLe the Allies t o  transfer 
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many 11~~81 W t s  t o  ocfims: third, Sar&nia and 

Corsica would serve as & base for mounting an operation a ~ 1 n r . t  southern 

Frmce in %ha spring of 1944 as a aid t o  a cross-Ohannel fnmsf on; 

finally, the collapse of I ta3:~ m i & t  brf ng !Emkey in oa the side of the 

Allies, 

It tias possible, the Xritish continued, that Italy night be elf mimtea 

by air action Eilone but t o  count on such a develonmen+, would be m o ~ t  

unwisa. !her consfdered it essentin2, themfore, to flfollow up z sueoess- 

ful HUSKY 'by anphi'bious onerstions against either the ItaLian i s l ~ . ~ ~ d s  OF 

the rainlaad, 'backed IQ, if possibLe, by operctf ona in other parts of tho 

1iedfterrsnean.n %e B r i t i s h  believed that only fn that w~uld the 

Allies reay the -1 benefit of victories in Africa and Italp and onlg 

thua could they employ the powerful and. e.qsrienced lknerican and British 

3'01-ces m d  the aaeau3.t cr&% gathexed in the I:editerrmea, 

2ha EritiA a M t t e d  the,% such operations muld delay the builii-up 

(Operation BOJIx0) for 8 c r o t a - C b e l  invasion in 1943 but e.rgard that 

the delay woda be outweighed by the fact that the elinination of 1taJ.y. 

together othw saccessful Il4itcrraean operations, would ease +he 

task confroating bhe A l l i e d  armies wba they Lended in &-ope fron the 

U"L. Zhe British concluded. their  arpneabs by stating that they did not 

believe "that there is an tho4 of giving ef faetwl  help t o  the lhzseian. 

front thro@oub this  gear other than a continuance of  editerr err an can 

operations and the Sntensi f ioa t ion  of o u r  'comber offensive. 

Tha yosition of the U, S. C'lafs of Staff was bolsterea on 14 Fay 

by tihe raceip* of a paper preparea bg General Eisenhower and his conn~~lder 
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of Axlied mml f oroes in the l&dlterr~&an, the 33ritish Admiral  S l r  

&drew Brome GuminEJlam. 2hts document, enti t l sd  tY$era$f ona after 

fIusls;r,fi set forth two possible courses of actfon, The ffrst called for 

an att* a ~ i n s t  tho Italian n;afnlasd w i t h  tho object of advancing on 

Xaples. ?he attack would be Urectod a@nf;t one or more of three areas: 

Feggio-Sm Giovannf, on the Poa opposite Xessina (Operation XU!l?TR2S8); 

Crotone, on the 3all an8 Instep (~peratlon WBLXT); a d  the  Heel (aeration 

1 .  The paper noted that s- an attad: on tho malnlsnd would require 

large t'orces; that  once the operation was be@ the A l l i e s  would be 

c o d t t e d  an& miC;ht well become fnvolred in a mjor c t i a l g ~  of &or- 

seeable duratfon ~ 9 8  reqrdrmeat~. Qhe second poseible course of action 

would be t o  occqqj StmXltia (@eration BRIESTWB) a;nd Carrtlca (Operat3on 

BIRPWTD). mifi cowse,  it wae observed, could be carried out with 

l ini ted forces; rsoreovex, after the operation was congleted the Allfee 

would at111 have liberty of action for further strikac. 41 

It appeared t o  General aaenhower a n d  Adafral h i n & a r n  that the 

deciding factor between Wese t w o  courses of action w o u l d  be the state 

o f  Italian norde  after EUSXY, Thex concluded therefore that at the present 

t ine  it was better for the Allles not t o  cornmit themelves t o  operations 

aminst the m i u l ~ n d  because it was not yet posafble t o  assess the morale 

o f  the S t a l i a s :  ther further concluded that it presen%l;t. apgewed the 

next opereiiion after mSr.P shou2d be BPJPISBJ3cX3 9na h ' IREBUP,  

Finally, the Fapr noted fhat idr l W W  Tedder, C-in-C of the 

All ied air forcea in the Ifediterrmean, was in disagreement with the 

~ s e n h o u e r - ~ n @ a m  con~us ions  on the ground that tke value of Sardida 
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wozzld be alarost altogether s def onsive one whereaa f taly would be an 

exceeangly valvlaale prize bemuse it would afford bases far fongwange 

On the m e  day, 14 tlay, the British Chiefs of S t a f f  presented a 

strong nsnroran~un: t o  the CCS in vhich +her ins2 sf ed that the attacks on 

Italy must be contimued relenflesely until her elinimtfon from the war 

was insured. I;f Itrtla- collap6cd, the mernoran&mi declared, Germany must 

divert laxge forces from the f.ussi~a front t o  the Balkans, thua paving 

the way for a oross-Channel irr~asfon which, with bombings from the UK an& 

Italg, would cause Gemaasy f o  colltirpse. In the optnion of the Brltiah 

Chiefs there were two 8'Ltarnatlves After mS?iY: (1) an assault on the 

Toe anL! Heel; (2) the ar~pture of Sardfda, lihoir concludon was that 

prepmations should be made at once fox the mf aBlf chr,ent of a brldgehead 

on the 900 dming or imediatel~~. after EUsXY, 153th Genenl Eisenhower 

p2Esning en alte=ta operation against Sarunia. The if nal decf sion 

as t o  which operation would be novnbd was t o  be made by t h e  CCS at 421% 

conuluaion of hT:Y. The memorandum concluded by stating that if Italy 

shod& collapse after msIZY the Allies should imediately occupy eoathern 

Italy, establish forces in oentrrzl Italy t o  prevent German iafiltration, 

md o c c q ~ g  Corsica and ~ d i n A a . ~  

On the 17th We B r i t i &  Joint Staff Planners, after consulting with 

the U. S. JTS, urged that Italy be eLimiaated by air action oupplementod 

either by Zandinge on the 'floe, Xeol, and Instep or by a landing on the 

Toe followed by Landings on Sardinia aad Corsfca. All o f  these opera ti ion^ 

44 were t o  take place between izfLd-Augwt an& mid-October. ghe U. S. 3FS 
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prsnqtly countered by fnsiatfng; that a oxoss-Channel invasion was the 

zll-lq~ortant opern%ion. +The iireericans a.rbaed tkat operations on the 

ItaLian mainlead, no =tter how sucoecxftrl, would produce few advantages 

nut m$i$;ht ~rejudice the invasion by diverting m e n ,  planes, a p p i n g ,  etc.  

f r o m  UE; acoordinglg, no more advanoes i n  the Iieditierrrmean should be 

wderfa3ren after K U S Y .  me Psericans even went so far as t o  hold that 

the activftiee of the air forces should be Linited t o  qroteoting shiming 

and t o  long-range bombing of Italy, feeling that the lztter alone might 

knee ~ t e ~ r  out of the war.45 

IPhe (ICS h ~ d  reached an impasso. 3u% they qdckly solved the diffi- 

cultg bx shifting onto the shoalaers of General Eisenhower at least a 

part of the burah of deciding what atrategy should be fallowed after 

aV%Y. I t  waa agreed (20 Xby) that the Commhnrier-in-Cnief of the North 

African neater should be In~tlluoteb t o  momt ~ u c h  operattons in ex- 

ploitation o f  EUSKY as would besC be calculated t o  elininate Italy f r o m  

the  war and t o  contain the wxdnu number of German forces. ihch opera- 

t ion WOE t o  30 subject t o  a ~ 3 x o m l  b~ the CCS. %e Allied C-in-C was t o  

have at his d3.spoca.l all the forces presently in the  l.featerrmerm with 

the exception o f  four U. S. and three Bri t iEh  dfvislons wbioh ware t o  be 

held in readiness fron 1 1Jovmber onward for wLthdrarta1 to UK; the 

additionaf d r  forces which wora bsiag provided on a temporary basis f o r  

h'IJ%Y ware a lso  not t o  be aonsidered as available Tor g o s t - h i  

oqeraticns. 41' 

A t  the 5th meeting of the Zreeideat and Prime lEnf~ter ,  heXd on 

24 E ? ,  the 3rPtish withdrew the supgort which.  they ha& given previously 
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t o  Operation BRIEiSIitONX, 13. ChmchPI1 saying that Be was very m w h  opposed 

t o  any fdea of an oper~tion t o  capture Ssr3nia as a sequel t o  hUSXT, 

He f a l t  t h t  the conquest of Sardinia woula have no influence on the 

securing o f  the great grim trhich would oe open t o  Cha Allies if they 

could take the Heel anit Toe of Italy and make contact with the B a l k a n  

insurgents. S i r  Alan Brooke and General I~brsPall then explained why the 

003 had decided t a  Leave t o  General Bsenh~'c~er the  responsibility for fox- 

aula$ing hasic plans for future operations in the 1.Iediterrasean: General 

Tiisenhower would not be able t o  tell w h i c h  operat5on he couZd uatlertake 

until the aituafion had declarod itself. The idea, then, was t o  plan 

several operations and t o  deoids, at a meeting t o  be held aftor HUSKY 

hzd been launched, uaioh of them t o  C D F ~ ~  o t ~ t i . ' ~  

The following by, 25 b y ,  at the 6th meetins between the two AUied 

laadars, it was deci5ed that tho Prime Xinister and General IkrshalZ 

shortly w o a d  proceed t o  Ilorth Africa where they would confer d t n  

General ~scahower relative t o  future operations, at w a c h  time (it was 

believed) p2ms more definfte tkn those f0rmuIaf;ed at TFJ3xm co-b be 

m ~ d e . ~ ~  A t  the same tine the CCS, having asse~sed the available moans 

at the tliqolsosal of the V i  tea ::ations md having evaluated their ab i l i t y  

t o  c a r y  o u t  projected or potential operations during 1943 anit 1944, 

announced t'nat; with the forces a d l a b l e  (except for an additioml 108 

t r tuepor t  airorut which would oe needed for BPrIlG2Cl2JE) one of two sets 

of operations des iped  t o  re8ul.t in tho c o l l n ~ c e  of Italy could be under- 

taken: (1) an af.r offmsf~e a ~ 3 n s t  1t.a~; t o  be follotred by assaulto 

against the Foo, Instep, and Esel ( ~ ~ ~ I ; ; ; U S S ,  G03L3ZS IDS;:=), the landings 
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not bo falEs place sinrzlkcaeozlsly; ( 2 )  an air offensive against Italy t o  

be foZlo~ied by an nasaul t  against the Toe and inmsfons of Sardinia a;nQ 

Cor ~ i c a  CbV1~llkiSB , i331:kISPCIlyS, IJIFBWTD) , 49 

B e  final report on toe results df the QRXDSE Conference, a a  pre- * ~ a r e d  oy the and approved b ~ .  the Presiiient and the Prime 1.2int.ster. 

stated tk& Genorai ilisenhower was t o  be instructed t o  mount such post- 

hUfXY oprations as he felt woad  be best calculated t o  lmodk: Italy out 

of the wx asii at the em,e time pin domi f;ke lagest nmiber o f  German 

foforces an& that a ftml decision as t o  the exact operation or operations 

t o  be undertaken w o a d  be macis by t&e COS,50 

Then the I!BIWZ.i!2 (lonference cane t o  an en6 the Prime Minister an& 

General lhshall  t a s t e d  no time in getting t o  N o r a  Africa for their 

~radected discueaions with Qener~l Xsenhawcr. On 29 TIay the , ~ & e x s  

Confsronoe opned with Zir, ChurchiZ1, Genorals liarsha31 and Eisenkower, 

Sir Alau Brooke, General AlexanBer, &r Ikrska Teddm, an& other  h i s -  

ranking offici~s in attendance. Irken the conference ended on 3 Juae s ~ -  

prisingly little had been added t o  the pro and con mpimts whim h,d been 

presented at ItWDLUJ and no o h @  had been made in the agreemellts arrived 

et in tiaahingfion. The Britf sh still favored a t r o ~ g l y  an invasion of 

soatl.rei-=t Iiak:, ;Bs Prime P.iiniater goins sa far as t o  atr~te that he was 

w;tlliw t a  n~ve addltionzl. troops, s h f ~ p i n g ,  su2plf es, etc. intg the 

lleU.l;arrctseGcm, evoa at the oqenao of other areas, S.n order t o  strilco a 

b r a  and cUrect blow at Italy. 9he a e r i c m s ,  on the a%her h d ,  declared 

that ther were not so much opposed t o  $30 idea of aa a t t a d  an Italy aa 

they were concsnaa over the reqdrments far troaps, &ipping, and 
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, and over the degreo o f  

opposition which d&t h v e  t o  be mot. ! b e  Anc3ficmae axso argued. that 

n~ fina;L doe2 oion could be mads until the re~t&t of HUS;fT was laown and 

the s2tuation on the Ruasim f o n B  was claar, and insisted that the o n l y  

lo&cal approach to the problox tms t o  885 up two forces, one t o  train. 

for oprafionr on the Ltslf a maidan3 and the other for operations 

again& Sardinia and Corsica. Ifhe oonfereace finally agreed t o  leave 

* e  matter of post-ki'Us61 operations in the hands of &nerd. Zi,senhower 

who was to report his plms as soon as possible after the launching of 

ENSgY, wikh my d i f f  ermces of opinion betweea the BrLtirrh and -ber ican 

leadera to be setitled bg the British ilmericm go-~srments. 51 

mEiL l i ba&d& plans, m* !hU-&.23&& E&Ei 

m4 pr~aptlj  went t o  ruork. As a matter of Sect its G 3  section 

he, been busy on the problen of h o w  best t o  kno& I t a u  out o f  the wax 

even while the ,41&ers Conferenue was in heaeion. A directive fron the 

1305 sta%ing %ha& oper~tfons after WZY would be designed to alldnate 

Italy f r o m  the war and t o  c ~ n t a i n  %he m a x i m  G e m a n  forces had arrive& 

at A-U just as the: conference asse~bla3, and on 31 E k y  the G 3  section, 

in order to irqleaent the directive, adv,uced the following conclusions: 

a 1, If Italian resfstance appearea t o  be wealcantng shortly 

after the launching of E'USK"SC, operatioas 3LT:JESS and G03LET should be 

inTtia%ed, wlth a tsrget date of 1 September far the foraer and 1 Octo~er 

for tho latbr. 

2. '19 Italian resistance Eisd GBTXESI~ reaction durtng E m S Y  were 
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the tarmt date, 

3. If BUTPPEES and GO&= were undertn3cen and there then 

appeared t o  be s good pr~mec t  of Italian c o l h ~ s e ,  f,IUSISD could be 

launched on R reduced scale. 

HmlLy, E 3  warned +bat the Wertdzing of any offensive o2eration 

after mf%Y would depend E o n  the release of a majority of the lasdlng 

craft -loyea in EUSKY,~~ 

A week later R-E pro~med an outline of a plan t o  aaaa.rl2t I t a y  

south of Kaplerr-Sai as an inmediate follow-u. t o  the conqaest of Sicily. 

%e plan called for thee operations, t o  be conducted successively. ! 5 e  

first would bo against the port and airff eld at Reggio aad the part of 

Sim Movasal, %laseattalky this was oyeration BmFIGSS. me second would 

be a@nst the port 33~d airfields at Crotone ( W X I ~ ) .  The third would 

'be agadrrst an unnamed port Etnd adgaoent airf ie ld i n  the Eeel. Basfcslly 

th t s  was ldTJSm, Itmen, if all went \all in tho l o e  and Beel, a drive 

against ITa~les would 'be possilile. 53 

It is interesting t o  n~te that at this  stage of *he plamlng G-3 

stated erqhcctioa2ly that 'tan assault  an the west const of the Itallan 

=inland would not be pra~ticabls,"~ 

During the next three weeks A?Bq proiluced no new plans for qeratione 

again& Italy, the princlpaX reason being the need for fw%her assesment 

of raqdrementn and of Italian mam1e. The last  two weeks of June 

offered a good chanoe for evaluating Italian morale, the Allies having 

taken the i alands of Pant& leria and L~qsdusa on 11 8nd 12 June respect1 -rely. 
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On 28 June the G-3 section greseatad a new menormfim t o  the CMef 

of Staff, me ever-presnlnt question, as the memorandm indicated, 

was how many landing c ra f t  and how much shipping would be avsilabLe for 

posf-HUS~ operations an& wken these would be a d l a b l a .  A% least 30 

days would be reqwlred fox overhauling IsniUng craft befare a new assault 

could be launched, Phe menoranam then considered the mstter o f  Italian 

nomle. Joint  Intoll3.gence Centier (JIG) Algiers hnd reported sane deter- 

ioration and sweated more t o  rcsulf from HUSEY, but f t did not anticipa+,s 

that EUSIT would cause the f talian Arny t o  collapse. !"lo achieve this it 

w i l l  bo neoessary t o  carry oat operatione on the nain2md, and collapse 

of resf stance would be unlfkely to come until our farces had made n myid 

advmae toward the NapZea-Rome area. 11 'Phis view, &d the msmorsandum, 

s e e ~ e d  t o  be shred  by the Germno inasmuch as they apparsd t o  be rein- 

forcing Italy, 

In +he If&% of *ha zaove oonditiorts G-3 reoommnded tha* 33TP39WS 

oe carried out and followed if necessary by CoaZ1~3. &my resistance 

and terrain difficulQias w o a d  &re for slow progress t o  Haplss, bak G 3  

felt %ha% M e r  q h l b i o u s  a y ~ a t f o n s  against a mjor pork such as 

Kapl;es or ?j?uraato would not be practicable "ow?lng t o  the dfffiuulty of 

~ r o v i d h g  a d q u ~ t o  air supportn anti because of th8 sho~tage of servi.csuble 

landing craft. If Italy should coZlanae after H V E Y  and - the Gersan 
forces In southern I taly withdraw, %he3 the XapLes area and the  Heel 

t o  be oeoqoied and sqmdrons of the 8aotical A5r Form be based 

there, ,esd Bofie should be taken a d  units of Stra%e&c M r  Force be 
55 9,. . . 

looated on the adjaoent dsftelds.  
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On t h ~  SLWB day (28 June) General Zieenhower Informed the CCS that 

if MUSEN were awoeseful but Italim resistance U d  n o t  collapse he would  

either nomt BUITIGSS, t o  be followed by GDSLm! if necessary, or he w o ~ d  

carry out BRII!SIO:i3. Tfhieh of the two operatfons would be uadert&,ken 

would depend on the ~ t a t e  o f  Italim mosals and the nwnber and 1ocal;ion 

of Ge- forces, The Oomander-rn-Chief preferrea 3X2' iaSd but; felt that; 

I t  w o a d  be unsound t o  m o m t  i t  m e s s  he had enom forces t o  occupy the 

Heel and t o  emloit the o2eratiion as far north as Xaples. If EUTTBSS 

should prove not to be feasible he would pro'bab2y mc3ertdza BBINSTOlE in 

October. For ef ther opemtion he uonsidered that he would have e n o w  

aircr&C exaept for-long-range fi&%ers. He did not be13 eve tbst it urou3.d 

be possfble t o  inouxrt liUSm (as a third and final operation agalnst the 

udnland, affer BU!FPR2SS and GOBLZT) during 1943 becanso he dfd not have 

e n o w  landlnl; craft r adeqmte air covor wm3.d be doubtful, anit by October 

the weather would not be suita5le. 56 

On 17 the CCS aclcqted Genera ELsenhowerr~ stx~tia#cd. concept 

-13 e-sessed their interest "in the possibilities of a direct arql,~oioue 

l d n g  opa~ation aminst Nqles in lieu o f  an attack on Sardida. 11" 

Henceforth, them would no longer be any quest2 on as t o  whether t o  attack 

Sardinia or invade If aly-Smdtnia was out, and future planning would re- 

volvo enijirely around the qwstton of ?&&% area on the It&im aainlLnd 

should be h3t. 

For zbppro~imately a month sffter 28 ;fun% M.E4 did wt produce an3 

further p l a s  2or op.erati ons against Italy. There m a  no reason why i t  
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should--in fact, there was no good way by which i t  could--p beyond fhe 

aasic and f l ex ib le  glms wnich had ~lreedy been set for th  untf l the 

Sic i l i an  cnwpafgu was well -under way, Only then would. it be possiule 

t o  debermine the degee  of Oermnn resistance which m i & t  be expected, t o  

evaluate the state o f  X ts l iaa  morale, t o  know defini%sly how many lanang 

craft would be available, t o  assess the e f f e c t  of 3ornblng on defenses and 

comunfcations on the mrtilllasd, and t o  pnt a reaaonsbly aecurmte finger 

on all of tfie other factors which mi&t mean the differenoe between success 

and failure. 

me fact that no other plans wore pualished by AUEQ between 28 June and 

24 July does not m e a n  that thefa was nothing b e i w  dons in the theater fn 

prqzratiorr for p a s t ~ U E S  On 29 June the 1~-5 s ta f f  section 

of Zorthwest African Air Farces (1.CA.45'1, whi&~ had been =da responsible 

for  the air p 1 a f n g  for op~rat ion~ agsfnst the Italian mainland, assemoled 
C 

at the &ale 1:ormale at Bowarm, new Al#ers, where in the next two 

nonths i t  drew up air plans fox no less thnn five mafor axphibious opera- 

tions, P-ing was carried oat  in closo ooogeratf on. with staffs reprosent- 

in& the ,Amy and the Xsvy, w h i c h  tamseLves were working out the details 

of passible operations for the F i f t h  Army and for the several naW 

eleaents located in the l'iecBterr~~1ean. liB 

On 24 July BFIslB published a p13nping paper, ana it was at once 

eviaen* that in the period since 2 d  June lhe  glanacrg h d d  ~iat been idle. 

For this docmerit k-as not concerned with those tw12 old stand-bye BUI!PPZSS 

and 3lU1-$4520liE but tdth an entlxely nau oper~-tion, an aqh ib ious  lanc~r ig  

9n the 2;aples area CrTCWdtZ), S i r   week^ earlier the E 3  seation b d  
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announced that no sss6ul.t on ths vreat coast of I t a y  w o a d  'be practicable 

but laov~, in the 1fght of developmenfa in Sicilx, it had cone t o  the con- 

clusion tkt  sach an operation offered attractive possibilities, eqec98Uy 

in the area around the all-iqortrm.G city and port of 3Tqles wit& i t a  

nuserous and excellent adjscerrt airfields. 2he stuQ did not elaborate y o n  

t h e  advantages and ditx~&vagtages of the several sectors north a d  south 

of ITaples when landings miat be made but came imeuately t o  the con- 

clusion that the Salema nlRfn was %he best choice, eqecfs l ly  from the 

point of d e w  of Gemn clefensea. ?the Ber factor In the operation would 

oe air protecti~n,~ said the paper; th~reforo the early cazfure of an air- 

f i e ld  would. bo easenti&., an8 1:ontecorvko &rfieId was 8uitablr located. 

The papr then presented an esZimate of ground, naval, and &r forces 

w h i c h  w o U d  'be r~;;rila%le for tho operation. Phe estimte m s  based u?on 

the a s s q t i o n  t b t  this netrly conoeivcd ogexatfon t i o d d  reylace ~13SKB 

arid could emloy the forcecs which woad. have been allotted fo it, As far 

as the air forces were concerned i f  was estinated that  for  the %Zorao 

and B U T m S  operations (the latter t o  precede the S&em l.mii3ng) there 

would be avsrllable 2,437 bombere m d  fi&ars pXs 312 trow carrier planes, 

the figures being based. on a a g u q t i o n  of 76 Ser cent nerviceabiZit3- and 

a normal flow of rqlaoacnts. Aircraft of the Einth Air Force and the 

e Coastal. Air Forae, aome of which oauld be emectsd t o  take  part in the 

o~eration , were not included in the est  emate, 

Ffnally, Bhe paper xeoomended tkt the assau l t  ahould erigloy four 

dkv-lsions, one o f  them armored, should be launched before a0 October, and 

should not h k e  place at &I unZees the Allied forces which had previously 
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l a d e d  on the Foe had reached tb l ine  Arnendolare;'~c'a~aatrod31ari -2e~vedere 

by a%out 5 October, 63. 

Cn 24 J a y  AElQ publiebed the f fwl  draft of a paper on tke adraatagea 

00 un6erA&ng hQ8K@l, and on the follohing day compared MlfSELY w3th 

possible operations agafnet the lIap2es ares. The pwer came t o  the  con- 

clusion that  operations t o  seize the ITafles area, would be mu& mare effec- 

tive in emloiting an edva~ce on the mainland of f t d y  thnn would dmilar 

operations dedgged t o  seize the ~e.1.~~ me advantages and dieadvantages 

of z a g ,  as presented in the n-er, merit emination f aas& as the 

2QFHAS action, launched ngiinst the Salerno area under the t i t l e  of 

hVAWIlTCEEt, was destined t o  beca~e  the principal opexst;ion a&nst the 

Italian Ezibland. 

'Phe advant~zes lists8 were as fal lowa: it noad give the Allies 

contra1 of a rrtratsgically fmnortmt area canable of d n t d n l n g  

farces w h i c h  could be placed in Italy in 1943 and ktclald ellable large 

Alltad forces t o  be daployed relatively close t o  the primnq Italian 0%- 

jective, Eome; it would tend t o  draw off and thus contain 1~brge Bxls farces 

ad. would for09 tho enemy's troops ia the Heel t o  withdraw o r  rid: &hila- 

%ton; i t  would lighten the pressure on AlUed troops mov3.w q? thrcugb 

Galabria (the roe) by cutting t h o u &  the Gernnsl aormmioa.t;fona on the 

west coasB and would threaten the entire rear of A x i ~  forces in CalaBrfa; 

it would eqedite  ernXoitatioa of the X t e l i r e n  mablend t o  a @eater degree 

than would the a m e  forces in oocqation o f  ahe Heel; aail i t  w o a d  give 

the Allsee sufficient airfields t o  continue operations agELfnet the 1 t d . i ~  

rndaaad, OenOral &rape, and the Ploeatl area, 
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Msadtmfages dm were that the a p e r ~ t  ed 

m k i l  the Calnlsrian campdgn haa reached fhe line Amendolara-Belvedere I 
md that l m d i n ~ a  could be opposed by Germ forces slfgktly more rapidly 

mound Snlerna tbnn In tbe To these Bindventages shovl& be add.& 

two w h i c h  had been 15 sted in the paper of the 24% that dealt with Operati on 

hNSKET. !bey were: first, that there was no mnjox port in al l  the long 

coastline from S a n  Qiovami t o  %he Xaples area; second, a dlrect assault I 
awnst the l?a~les sector would have t o  be made atat aide of the effeotf ve 

range of e&a&e-engine ff atera. 64 

!The COS was%ed no tine in deciding that aa assault against the SaLemo 

area was the right o_oerczffoaeto use as n fol low-q t o  BU!f!gpdSS. On 26 

J a y  they cabled Genazzal Xsenfiorwc t k t  he shouLd "Ian far.i;hwZth AVAUliGB 

t o  be momtea at the etaliest possible daten using the resouroes already 

aPailEible for P~CXLESS (a code word covering aZL post-EUSM operations), 

"with the object of emediting the elimimtion of Italy f r o m  the wsr,n 

The OCS promisad that carrler-borne aircraft t o  the extent of the planes 

of one heavj carrier and four escort carriers would be m&e  pailab able, 

therebr helping mteriallj- t o  reduce what was probably the greatest poten- I 
4ial hazard t o  the propaged operation, illcdeymte ftghter cover over the 

beaches. 65 

On the same b y  General Bsenhower met MB own chiefs of staff in 

Tmis and ordered the prqamtlon of two alternative plans for the invaston 

of Italy. The first was BU!PFE%S, as ori@nally conaeived. The s e c o ~ a  

m s  AVWTGflB, eqlof lng the F i f t h  Arw wfth one U. S. asld one arftish 

corps, snd c s n t e q l ~ t f n g  the later w e  o f  Wench troops, General Ziseahower 
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3nfomed the CCS thztt polf8fcoJ. and mllitnry d. woWd 
66 soon reveal whfch of the two plans shoal& be put into effect. He also 

noted tbat ha wae planning t o  rush one d S d s l o n  of %nfzmtrr and one of 

a 5 r b o ~ p e  troops info b7apl.e~ on &ort notice (Qera*i.on IiOG AV&aCm) 

if Italy &odd sudd- collayse or if *here should develop a rapid 

Gernan withdrawal f r o m  southern Ita12, H i s  mnin concern, he a d d ,  was t o  

strike Itt4.x as soon es passfble after HuSKY.~' 

A week later General Useahoner had decided that it would be wiser 

riot t o  glra for T L V I W ~ C E Y  ,ad Blr7P2RESS ae alternative ogerations, but that ' 

both operations sboula be letu~ehed, "A lodgment must be made in the 

ETE!3?FtSS area before 'Pold stroke &ouId be atteqtsd, such as AVAWITGHP. 

%dng mde this deo2afon he informed the CCS tht if BIlWRZSS progressed 

satisfactorily he would aend the British 10 Corps in on the right flanlc at 

AYilLAlTCn t o  &ive touard a junction with the N@bh Armp movlng rrp fmn 

the Toe. Ent if BLPZmSS should move s1owl;g -1.VAIUCIHE would be mhtexially 

de1ayed asld he wouLd employ the 10 Corps is afroct support of 3b7tl'l.33~d, 68 

!?he OOS agxted with these ideas. 69 

While LZIQ brsd been 'busy with over-a21 plans for invasion of Itdyl  s 

long and difficult aoaatline, wkAF had been working on air plans f o r  each 

of tho aoveral aaaaulta under consideration. On 4 A-~P it published 

plans for operation 33ZlICfWS and i f s  counterpart d A k ~ i 9 7 ,  3U!J!PRZCSS ws 

ourrerrtly conceivoa of  as an aa"~phibioua assault muated f r o m  North Africa 

against the Toe of Ital2; with the o'bject of capturing the area Xicotera- 

C i t 2 1 m ~ v a  d l  inclusive, togetuer with the port an8 atrfield at n b a  

Qalr,ntia, an& of e ~ l o f t a t i a n  toward Eatrcncaro preparatoq to dominating >*-' 

- ., - - - .  - -  ., P - - 
- r i 9  ' z - ;  4 . , ,  

< _ + _  .i$.-- . J -  

- .* . 
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the entire Toe. UY2O;r?T was an assault a@nst the Too from Sicily, across 

the S t r a i t  of Ilessira. f t was either t o  be launched at tho same t ima as 

BUETBkSY or coordinated with it as t o  timing. BAU noted khet there was, 

however, the poss ibi l i ty  that BlTEZlUSS m i g h t  be replaced by an opera$ion 

e farther north, in w h i c h  caso 3AY%!Di&i proba'Bls would be l a id  on ae a hold- 

ing and dive~eionary attark. Tf Bl3!Em3Y Bsld BAYTOIGJ were launohed sinrul- 

taneausly, or were coordinated as t o  timing, afr acCion in prepa;raCion for 

and support of the two operations woad codstifute one task; but if BmEi2SS 

should be replaced by an operation in the 17a~les area the air forces would 

'oa fully used in the northern attack, aad agart from the neutralization 

of the enwy's airf ie lds  only lirnlted air supgort would  'oe available for 

dAErO7,J. 71 

On 31 July Afr fJaraha1 !!leader bad d e a i w t e d  General Spaatz aa 

reqons&ble far pPennirrg asd preparing the air phase of AVUUTCh3 and for 

its exemtion. On 4 August the .%-5 section of I&@ began working on an 

air plan for AVAIKGC~.~~~  and on 8 A-t pnblihed i ts  f i ~ s t  findings. 

From the contents of the document it is evident that A'VAWlEiGHd ad. 

dUTTRS5 had come t o  be co~lsidered as altematf vo operations , wMch neeat 

that present pLws envidoned either asl A V A W J O W A ~ ~ O L T ~  or a BiEPBESS- 

a BAfZO~fX combill~btion.~~ According t o  the BUJ? study the arraagerneata which 

were "Ding rnab  for s e t t l n ~  up BUfE"SI;REJS woad  fern a part of tbe  arrange- 

ments for rnoun@ing dV&49:Qa. T U B  wa~ posaib3.e because shipping for 

BmICBSS coul& sa51 for  kVMTGlI3 with no change in landing, because 

supplies for either oper&ion would move direct from IIorthwest .4frlca, 

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EOI 2958 
www.MtMestas.comwww.MtMestas.com



and. bemuse a a t j o d t g  of the air fomes 'requixed for eit'aer qerabion 

were already in Sicily. There were, houevss, s m o  dlfferences in the 

requirements for the two invd.ona. AVLWOHZ would c ~ Z  for a bwlld-w 

of approdnatel,~ 20 squ:~,iu:ons of Dactitca a3rcraft by D plus 14, while 

a bRtTR3SS would clll for a 3-dld-q~ of only about 16 squadrons by D glus 

20; ~ B O  A'VALbJiGEiX would requtre Eore tmnage ,ma gersonnel than BUT9JEiSS, 

the axccss m~un%ing t o  sons 12,200 tons of supplies, 4 4 l  persolmol, and 

By 6 August Genera3 3issnhouor hetd come t o  the conclusfon fhat a 

direct assau2t a&nst the porb and city o f  ikiplet~  perat at ion AWA'JWd) 

had l i t t l e  dhazlce of being undertaken, evan if Italy shulSt eud&x~ly 

collapse, but that the possibilities of a successfa A.VALAllCH3 were 

stendtly increanlng. On 9 ,4uguilt he mt with his commders at Tmis. 

I t  was agroed f i t  "vex7 offort mgt be made t o  noun* AV2UT3EU and with 

the X Corps so equipped with I ~ n & i n ~  craft that if can be nsed either on 

that o ~ e r n t i o a  or on ;3WZi%36, if l a b  ter proves necessary, St was also 

ameoa that it was d t s l l y  imortant far operatione in the Toe to mbve 

steadily northwarit, for if tho X&&h Amy shoula ba stopped in the Toe 

it would be impossl'bfe t o  launch AVmTGm during 1943. General 

3 senhawex then inforned his oommders that they were t o  nroceod with 

"all prepmations for r'LVVUCHX, with ta rget  date 7 Sqteraberir; that 

B'il2ZESS woad preceae J L ? T A M ~ P ~ ~ ~ ;  nad t b t  oporatioa B u i C I D i ~  was can- 

celed. 75 

me progress o f  plans for f nvailfng tho dal~nd. o f  Italy natur;xlly 

pushed in to  the ba&cgroud d l  plans for inmding Sardinia (dEIbi.iS~C,l?~) 

and Carrrfca (FIE3BPSn) n s  alternative operations t o  AVALZiCCH3 asii 
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3Ap.PCA'iZ;. Plms for 3ECh1,13T31T2 anii F I ~ w m m  were not discarded, however. 

Almost f roa tho begizmin~ i t  had. been planned t o  use French ground troops 

agalnnt Cornicta md as emly as 7 June m 2  hrtd ~ e c ~ m e n d e d  that Genwal 

Giraud nominate a grousit oommzndex to lead the invasion, working in 

coordfmtion with AaericTm an& 3fltish air and naval comaders and with 

the cawad authorfty t o  bo exercised jointly W e r  AFE~Q.'~ 2Es glan 

~ i a s  satisfaotorg t o  th0 GCS. On 10 Jiqpst--r;fter tho deuision t o  1mch  

A V ~ ~ ~ ~ E  had been &zde fira--Qener%& XaWl informed-President 

Roosevelt that the present plan was t o  l e t  Fxench troops t a k a  Gorsica 

and to have a p a t  ia  any q e r ~ t i o n ~  ~gain~1C Sed3inia  which might be 

nscer;sar&T. But, s&d G ~ n e m l  llarfibll--md this fabtcated the net.* tread 

of Allied tWnIrlnc r o l n t i v ~  to the fwa eslands--it was ho-~ed that Sard.inis 

xsoultl fall  of its own weight after the mainland had bean in~zfdeit and rat 

operations necsss,q t o  take it w o d d  oe relntivel:~ irrsigtiifi cat. A few 

days 1at;er Sir Alan Brooke declared that he agrezd rnth tho JCS view 

'chat there ttouLd be no advantage in sttaclclng Stzrdinln and Coselca st 

the preaerf tine; that there were indi~ztions of a G e r m  withdra-ml 

frora Sardinia: mil that i t  was now believed that if f taly collapsed 
77 

Oerraf~ny would not continue t o  defend eithor of the Islands. 

Ten dwjs later, on 20 Aqgast, the CCS had seen no reason t o  chmg0 

their opinion on the SaraZnian-Corsican situation, I?hep believed that 
- 

the chances wore emelleat for Fifm Qolunn actidties t o  esBablf& 

condLtiolls in S s r d i n i s  th,%t would  p e d t  an unoppasad, occuyetf on or, 

wiBn help fron lo& anti-3ascisf; Ifdians,  at least an ~~1oppoaed lanttlng. 

The ODS believed C l l a t  Cossicn mi&t w e l l  be conaf dered for siinilar 

actton, and suggested that the Fifth Co3.um there shoud be aided By 
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:' . 
set qp a line there, aoize liorcice 2nd Saranis, and then invade southern 

F~ancs in Eq or June 1944. DenoraJ fisenhower xeplied. t h a t  if the Allies 

could et a fir181 @p on the 1:apXes area they woad. be in a good ~ ~ o s i t i o n ,  

buti he noted tliat &e question of whether %he force available would. be 
80 

adecpate depsnbd entir@lp on the rezction of the Gernms. 

Bg 10 August, t h a ,  f t had been definitely decided that Italy wozzZd 

bs in~zided during tho firnt few c k ~ a  of September a d  tb t  the invz.sion 

tmula consist of t t io  ?a~ts, s q a r a t e  but coordinate&, one am5nst the 

Zoe a d  tho other ed~dns t  the Snlerno mea. There kar never much question 

about hitting the Toe: it was the c l o ~ e s t  point t o  Sic iL ,~ . ,  i t a  defenses 

were not strong, the Asis >ad few airfields there, and tho area, IP+S witun 

eafy reach of AllieS1 $i&ter plmes; noTeovor, eq la f ta t ion  of a swcesfi- 

fEuJ. ~ssErULt  on tho Toe might eas%lx result in outfl&dng the h s t e ~ ~  and 

Heel, and wen offered pooci'oilities of a drivij @nst l:a?les. Cn the 

other k m d ,  n docision t o  fnvade in the ITa2les area was not so easily 

w.de deq l to  the advnnfages ~dd.ch kvuld accrue fxoe the r;oi,we of Ka?lcs 

t d k h  i t s  excellent port and nuserous near-'by &rfields enil its ~)roxinit:;  

$0 the exceecUng3.y i ~ o r t a n t  c i t y  of Bone. 1-es i t se l f  was heawtly 

defended; t o  the north the available beachos, along tho G u l f  of Gaeta, 

lay %&And ehoc4.s and tiere baked q Bg either r i - e d  h i l l 0  or marshes 

and streams; to tho south, riaiua a%nptlg* fro* tho sea, were the bjlgh* 

TOW$ momtzino on the Sorreato P a i n ~ f l n  ,an&   long the Anzlf i  L r i ~ e  as 

far south as S~Jerno .  From Salano t o  Paeatun there were good leaches, 

but nomtains a few niles inland trouZd restrict noperrent, m&e egress 

fron the area difficult , aria gtve t o  defending troops wid artillery 

the advm%ago of M& ground, 

* " -  S , % ,  - . ,  - 1.t- 
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XTevertheleso, developmnts during the noath 04: Ju2j mde f t hig313.y 

deeirc4b3.e t o  carry out an in~asion ss close t o  P&ne as possible. The 

d o ~ m f a l l  of :luacolini, 'che accelerated dsveXopmant of the Sf cf lien c a -  

paign, nmeroua signs b h t  Italy oolfld sot continue t o  pmrecuta the 

a m x  md Illdicrl.%ians that she t ~ . o  a%out ready t o  sue for peace, the lessen- 

ing of the naval wd air c~.pabilit ies o f  the Wrnnanc in the I2ecifterranea.n. 

and an increase in  illlieti strength--&> oon%inet t o  convince Allied 

p~amers tihat a% inv&sion in the Eaples ares had a better-than-even 

chance o f  smcese. A n  ex~stmtion and ~~11z~lysis o f  possLb1e ~ o t s  far 

the initial assault %ridlmted that the behchee betr:een Salem0 and Paestm 

offered the 'oest site. ?be beaches were exceSlent a d  of consfderable 

length; A x i s  deI"er*ses were l in i ted  in nw%er; tho area M*S not t o o  fzr 

from the 2oe t o  germit forces gushing out from the vfoinity of Pae~tum 

t o  join vdth w d t a  drit3n.g north  fro^ the roe; an airfield was availa3le 

at E4on%ecomino, only three miles inlmt?: moat innartant of all ,  the 

area his within fi&ter range from bases around :5esdm m d  Gerbfn.3, 82 

The decision t o  invade Italy d a  %he Toe PA& tho SaLerno beachen did 

n o t ,  h o ~ ~ e ~ e r ,  stay the G-3 sectfon of m$ iron eqloring one other 

posriible invasion a i t e ,  tho ~ o z c  A sea3orne assault in the 

dcinitiy of Pane offered a numbar of attractions: If Eome fell, Italian 

~ o r ~ l e  ruould probably be so crushed tL%t a l l  o r h d  zed IIdian resistance 

would end; tho seat of pvement  would be In All ied Lmds; comun5aation~ 

between northcxn and southern It8W would be alrr,ost, colrrpletely severed; 

a d  tho eatemriec could be aqec tea  t o  enjoy considerable tactf cal 

smrise.  But the operation had an even l a r ~ e r  E W ~ E P  of unattracteve 

- 
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feature~l :  i t 3  con~oys would have Go pass area hithin range 

of eneni fi&tox-3orn'oers on both f l&s  but outsf &e effective shore- 

based f 3 a t e s  prof eotion; the assault wou3,tZ Lave t o  be made withant 

aae~uate fiater corer in 8n area we11 s q l i e d  enemy atr bases; 

the lierums could roadilr concentr~.te 2n t h e  zone area, and were d r e w  

there in some force; the ereqfrs rato of bxdld-m, in %he area would be 

l ikely to exceed th t  of the Allies; tlze terrain fevored +he defense; 

the only port, Civitavecchia , would probably auetatn only the initial 

assault fomtions an& aqx,orting air foroes; ma t a  hold Civitaoeocbia 

cad the l ine of oo1001uz?ieations to Eone f t mad be necessary t o  p r o t e c t  

a strip rjorne 40 milas long, a comztaent which woulir l i~ l f t  coneidera%ly 

t h o  forces rfMch could then be eDVl0r~d t o  capture and hold Zoae i f  self .  

;Jel&ine the pros nad COES , tho G 3  sectf on recommended "th& further 
88 

consideration on a seasrne ass&uLt t o  c a ~ t - m a  Fane be smended.fl 

Ik plnau for operations o%her than AV&?ICHE:, 3UC93385, and UP*..0~vI~ 

*?ere consf derea at this tfne, Ihe only thing left t o  decide, therefore, 

was &&her 3AYf;lO;ilJ or J%!E?AB-~$S would be l,zun&ed as the prelade t o  

At 'WrCH3.  Y r o n  the be&nnSne BVAZrAi;.CK3 a d  J5llTI"mS had been coneider~d 

a l t e m t i v o  opratisnn and as it becane increasingly evident that 

AVfil9iCI.U could and would be launched, i3UT'cmS began t o  recetve less 

w d  less con~ideratioa. On 16 August G ~ E ~ x E L I  Msenhower informed his 

comenilere that BAEOiZ rmufd tuke place as early as possible, followed 

by A T W i C H 3 j  at the gfme he =Bled tho CCS that the crossing of 

the Strait o f  fIescins should ,and would be ~ t t  enpBcd a R  soon as sqmorti~g 

guna and s q p l i e s  could be accumdated, that AVw;"DaA wou2d be launched 

on 9 Beptoniber ( b a r f  es in the situation), ma that  

--- -- 
- -- 3: F d -  -A .  : 7 Fr-f-, 8 1 +-!---" * & 4 
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- 
the Toe would. be assaulted between 1 4 ~ e ~ t e n b e r . ~ ~  On 17 August 

the F M ,  F i f t h  Amf, md 11avc planers in Alders-who had been planning 

f o r  1i.V-CHP and BU2TESS simultaneously--dro~ped dUf;TDSb, m d  on the 

29th General Xaenhower motsnced that BUI!!%Z%3d was cm~elecl  and 

AVAL111TCh3 tras belng mounted. 85 

CZmaLie -, 
General Eisenhower 'a decision me% with tho apnroval of the Presi6ent. 

the Priae :3nister, a d  the CCS, currff~~tly engaged in the 8UAf;XJZ Gon- 

ference at Qnebec, Ac a matter o f  fact ,  discustrions rQc.t;Cfve to Italy 

Bealt but l i t t l e  vdth the qwstion of the iave.sian of the Italiars main- 

land. Mseussions b$ the President and. the Prime ?3niater anyarently 

wore l id tea  t o  oninions as t o  how far north the Gemas would get up a 

l i n e  of defense miE whether Sarania would autormtia,ay fall to tho 

8311 o3. 86 Dt coussions by the DCS-prior t o  thoir f inal  neeting--dm>% 

principally ~ b t h  the value of It~alim bases for &r raids on southern 

However, the leaders looked beyoad %he aaaault phase ruzd ilrew ' ~ sp  an 

over-n3J nlan for fatwo operations in the &rapean a d  EIeditcrrauean 

theaters, Their most irportmt docfsicrn was that (the cross- 

Channel. invasion o f  northern &ope) and P O ~ L ~ ~ X  (%he destruction of 

the G e m  fighter force an12 the smching of the G e r m  war patentfa1 'oy 

AT attadrs) wore to  have f i r a t  priorifr, Thla meant fhnt 0peraEions 

in the Idediterr~aean would be o f  secanbry i q o r t m c s  to  oneslations out 

of E. Putme r c c t i d t i e a  in the  1Miterranee.n %heater were to be con- 

ducted wfth ,zvdtila%le resources for the p q o s e  of brlngtng about the 

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958 
www.MtMestas.comwww.MtMestas.com



collapse of Ibals an& t o  creete &versions of enei-iv forces ma destroy 

v%tal U s  instdIations on tho Continmt. Operations were t o  be In 

three phnsss: (1) Ita3.7 was t o  rle e1iin;tmted as a ~elLigerent, and air 

bases were t o  be astablimed a s  far north as the Eqne area---&, if 

xosei'ble, in the hncona area--for boiabing the Eeich and the Balkans;  (3) 

(lorsica asd  WtLlnila ware t o  be seizeat (3) constmat pressure HP.S t o  UB 

maint,zinod on Oerrmn forces l a  aorthern 1taI.g .and thore was t~ 73s created 
* 

a si%uatfon fcvorcrble for eventutu entry of Allied forces--2ncLuding the 

'bulk of tha re-~qxilpped Bench axq- an& a5r force--into southern Prance. 98 

At their i'inal meeting at Qaebetl the CCS listened t o  re-oorbs by two 

aeaaers of Qeneral LYsenhower Is staff rehtive t o  tae invasion of Ital3-. 

Sri,@i~r 3iiitely reported that XLTZ?.'I was not exnected t~ meet ~ t h  much 

onposftion ~ut that there ? n s  c3nciderabXe concern over AVMJCEE,  The 

conoorrr, he said, wao owing p r i n a r i b  t o  t h e  fact tk~t  the assault was 

beinc undertaken with n s n a 3  force; it was possiole for the Eexm;rxs~ t o  

oppose the beschhezd rdth as r~tny as s i x  divisions before 1 Octooer, waereas 

the hJ.1ies did not exoect t o  haw an equc71 nm3or of kroops ahore until 

~tromdi 1 13ec~iber. Vhitely a l s o  noted t h t  novezient and maintens?sco riould 

be clifficult becmns of heam d~mnds  on ports sad ~ e r o o n n e l  urd 'becauso 

o f  poor c o d c a t i o n s  and l fn i t ed  snipping. Ha Goubtod that General 

Ei~;lsenhonex wonld be able t o  mintsin a sufflciont number of divisions on 

an opar;~tfo~'tl  sosls t o  tdze cmo of n h s c v  Ger*'ilrra resctfon. Brig, Gen. 

Lowoll 1:. Eooks r q ~ r t e d  ort the air plLms for the two assaults: fightern 

would prav2d.e cover, the Tact,ica?. donbox Force i q ~ l l f t !  stop morenents of 
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enear reinr'orconents , and Strat e&c di r Torcs would oyerato against ene;Tij.- 

airdrones a;nd oo~li3uai ce.lticns. 
89 

The CCS %hen disciisned the twln invasions. They felt %hat BAIS"POi2i 

rrould not nee* strong o ~ o s i t i o n .  A J . L G ~ ~ : ~ G H ~ ,  however, could run into 

trouble, f o r  whoa tho Gornana realized %hat it was not in gre?*..t strength 

they night throrr six divisions &gainst it before the ena of SeL.temner 

even tho* aoor inknd  eomunications would bandlcm theis $mop rmve- 

neats. fir pians ware then coneide~ed. i!ith two scaof ions, the discussion 

covered ng mare t i n  the pointn whi& had been prssc~ted by General 2ooks 

relctivs t o  t a o  eqlo,went of fighters, tactical boabers, and strategic 

aoabers--the excapti~ns baing the CGS observ~tions, f L ~ s 2 ,  that Gaera l  

I3senho1:ax ha. requested that the 2-24's wdch h.r& been used in the f l o e o t i  

ratd of 1 Ezugist be left in the t f ieafor  so as t o  increzne Strategic's 
7 

attadca on ensw airfields, a d ,  aecon4, that it urns PO& planned 60 Rove 

unitis of Strategic onto the maidmd until the Allies had possession of 

the airff tzldsj m o ~ a C t  Eome. 
90 

Faviqy wounil q the conference, the CCS seat t o  Gonopal Ysenl~ower 

extracCs fron the dscf siona which they, tae Preaiden+, and the Prilme 

!Jnister had nade rsLa%ive t o  future oporatfons in the Mediterri~aean 91 

and m e  h i m  detai ls  of the forces, supplies, shipping, etc. , which would 

a oe ~ . v ~ 1 a o ~ e  to him fox carr25ng out thcae oper,rtions. 92 
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Q$ lf.tU 

Zne decision t o  mount A~'tWd;&~3 w3. ijir'iTO1X b v 2 . n ~  been mde by 

&nerd  Lsemower a d  ~pproved bg the U. S. and B r i t % &  leaders, ehere 

s t f l l  ret?~tinecl the  all-lqortmt task of worlring out tire nmexous srnd 

c o q l e x  detafls  nacesswGT t o  the launching of the two  operations. 2fie job 

was mde easier  f o r  Denex& Bsenhower and his nsaintants by three factors: 

first, the conqaesb of Sicily hr,d been coa@leted on 1'7 August; second, the 

@ester part of tho ;plamZng had already been bns;  third, no r c q i n g  

of the elxisting air forces organizlttion was necessar,, tne Sicilian can- 

p a i g  and tisa last h2 f  of the !i!mfsim c m p a i g a  having shown tIy.t %he 

o r ~ i s ~ t i o n  tqniclz &d ueen esta3lt&ed on 18 F e b p u , ~  1943 WEIS s sound 

one rtnd catirely adequate for lamcning a in~asion of Italy. 

A broad ~>isBwo or' t h e  strutme of the $ l l i e d  air  force2 in "che 

I:editerr,mem vhzn the P9nz.I ~ l a n s  f o r  the inve3ien were being made is 

esapntiel t o  on urs.4erstmding of the owg~ign in southern 1taly.l  All 

Allied air forces in +he 1:ediLcxraaean a7era under the I!eaiterrmeas Air 

nine a d  nolicy stcff of A ~ M ? ~ c P x  md. 3ritiah ofiicers wMcb coordinated 

the reqvirementr: of suT70rcUnate cormmila and served as t.i sort of "brain 

truatn f o r  the I i e e t e r r anea  d r  am. There were t h r e e  yrilloipal elexen%s 

under !*%C: Hend~~wrters, ta ( ~ i r  Vice ILwhl Park) ; PAa, 1:iddl.e %st  
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wider 3.j. h. Let.5~ fX. L o r t l i ~ n a t  idli.ican 2Ar Forces 

1 3 f m ) ,  a cordbined faerican and 2ritish force under Lt. Gen. Carl S p s t s ,  

who a l ~ o  served as Tedclwta depuk;., !he &erici;tn elmeat of was 

the Twelfth Air Force, c ~ ~ ~ r n d e d  by General Spaatz. 

IntemZI:r, IfW rq,,,s organized into the following functional s u b  
3 

dit t i~ione:  I7ortlnwest Bfrfc~at Stra.%e&4c Air Force (:i*.i&s), unbr co-d 

of 1%. Gen. Jmes CoolibtLe; Xor6h;reat Africcn Tacticrd. Air Force {~JiTkd?), 

irlr Vice ::arsha2 S i r  Arthur Cnningbm; ::orthtrert.i; ,9frfoen Coastal Air Force 

(;SilCLLF), A3r Tice :kr&d S i r  hx& Uord,: ITorthvsest African Troop Cmrler 

Conxzmd (TdPCC), redesi,pnted XI: Troq Car~lar C o r n . &  an L Sentenber 

1943, B i g .  kn, Paul L, :Tillims; Korth-irest Africa,,n Air Service Command 

i;zAUSC), 3 x 1 ~ .  Mn, Elarold 5, ~ a x t r o n ;  Eorthwaet Xrican Braining Commd 

{CdLkZ), Gal, John 'ri. IIornahm; snrl iiortihwest RErica;a Photo ~ i e c o ~ i a s e n c e  

7iug (:':Zi;$i), 057,. I l l t o t  Poosevelt. Ach of these element;s of 

had in it both berick ari E T i t i ~ h  P B ~ E O M B ~  and. planes, soverd 

ha8 one o r  score units representing Soutih Afr ica ,  C o m z h ,  Australin, Dance, 

md Pol.Snd. 

-rkm was comoosed of one kdng (four group) of U. S. B-1 l ' e ,  one 

vin,r (three moups) of 1J, S, %St s, one wing (+wo g o u ~ l s )  of U, S. 

B-25's, mil four FA*" kdngs of ::ellingtons. There were aZso two p o y e  

of U, B. E-%Is, presently on loan froa the I-intll Air rorce buZ soon to 

be trmcCerred t o  the li:~.?elfth, Xscart for the Bo~3crs w&s supplltza by 

i3SUi"s three P-36 an& one b4'3 fighter groups, all  fro^ +the United Slates .  

The Ij;ler2cm elment oI" 111SQ was XI Aorn"or Conmaad; the W' ele~ant rms 
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:-- 

the 205 Soab G r o t ~ ,  

liAQL3 m s  73~0l:ea down i n to  three nares. One was XI1 djlr E;u?-cort 

Goman& w h i c h  oansistcd of two  grows of r\-BG1a, two @ o e s  of f 4 0 t  G, 

one &ram of SyPtfires, and one sqwdron of P161tr: Tor reconnaic~acce. 

X S X  ABC ~ras efitirely herican i n  personnel. Pne second elerzenf was the 

Cacticol 2omber Eoroe (FJF), mcle up of two U. S. grourrs of 3-26's, one 

U, S. g o u p  o f  r'i-20 's, one P !  wing of S a l t i ~ o r e s  an& one of Bostons, one 

tdnc 09 Eostons nn6 3altSnorer;, und a sgu~&rorr of PAP Ewricaaes. 

Tne third elanent wis Peserb Air rorce ( E - ~ J ,  which ?:as -ost  entirely 

i i  ?he Xesert Air Zorce ogeratea throu* an Advance kesdqwtere 

a d  a Eear Headquarters. Unilcr the f ormr were two U, S. groqs of P-4Qss, 

three yuinge of $?itfires, nnd one winf: of RAF Ki.tt~havks--d.l of the 

RG elements oo5ng attached frorc the I3iidle %st. 51le Pear Hezdquarfers 

controlled throe  wing^ ( fly in^ n mixture of P-4Q s , Furricmcs, 53% t - 
~ i r e s ,  ad. Eudsons) and one 2olirrh fli&t. 

3 

IrAOAF wafi ~s z o s t  heterogerotsun, slment in the theater, and it flew 

an amazing caXlectlon o f  .olmes. Tls nrfncipal lowor echelons were: the 

P= 242 Group w h i c h  was carnosed of trro Fa wings 11Sng SrJitfiren, 

Eurricmes , 3e~uf9&ters ,  3ctltir~tore&, ::ellingtons, a d  Hdsons ; the 62d 

Fighter Tiin6 (Palerrm Eector) wfth one W. 5. @itfire grow a 3  one 

squadron o f  RG? BezuTi&fier~; t h e  !TmPs Sector; and the Sousse Sector. 4 

!Be d i q o s i t i o n  of the other eloxenls of Coaztal. was deterr~ined largely 

bx the reqanslui l f t j  of t b t  sir form for defending dlieti  t e r r i to ry  and. 

convoys over the vast stretches of laail and water f ~ 0 n  Onxrt'blanca t o  

Bizerte.  Hence, w5tM.n Coastal were the UC;=ters Sector, Bone Sector,  
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Oran Gector, Casablnnco secibr, md CKF POT* Pdautep, CAF 3lida, C D  

Qafaraoui and GAF Bone. These aleuenta had in thm U. 8 ,  , P a ,  an& F6" 
squadrons a d  flew evewthing f rom P-39's t o  Swordfiehec st44 from Spit- 

fires t o  i:alrmas. All of the U. $3. a q ~ d r o n s  wore elements of MI Fighter 

Command. I w o  other u n i t s  c o q l o t e d  the CAI? line-.trp: a groq of P-39 ' a  

CU. S.) used for y ~ t r ~ l l i n g  offshore and a 32-24 g o -  eqloyed in anti- 

subrriaxPxle a c t i d  tg. 

:.orth~:est Mric,an Q r o o ~  Carrier Commd consisted of the 51st and 52d 

!Zroop Carrier 1,'ings. The forxcr was composed of three U. S. @ o q s  fly- 

i n g  C 4 7 ' s  md C-53' a end one &IF wing fl3rfng AlbewxLes a n d  Half faxes; 

the 1~;tter was camosed of four U. S. moqs with C 4 7  ' s. T~oan Carrier ' s 
norzal. jobs were t o  t r m ~ ~ o x t  r,ix%orne t r o o p ,  to;< gliders, move in s u p l i e s  

ma eqylgment to forward aroav, and eveotm+e wounded. ;;hen ordered, it 

11ould-txanezort ~arsonael ssld sqp l i e s  in recr areas. 

I.:or.f;hweaf tlfrlccm ,Gr Service [lorn-,z?d was a. co~:bination of the orig3nal 

A5x Force Service Comasld (XI1 nnci the sumly sad ma,$.fntemce 

a1emenf;a of t h o  PLP %stern Afr G a m d .  I t  coordinated U. S. and ,243 

requirements in sunly, aircraft repair and mintemmce, z,irffeld con- 

structiw, aircraft ereation, and other service actidtfes which were 
U needed by the i l i r  ma. Assi@ntt  t o  r2iABB were one @ o ~ p  of U. S, 0-47Is 

'h 

md one dxed  squdrm o f  RAT C-47'~ m d  Budsons, all under the opera- 

tional control of !.:editerrnoan Air !Zr,?nmor t Serdce (1~Itl~ S ), 

li;s%S, under 3~'j.g. Gen, Eobert A. liauch , had been e stab15 shed In 1.Eay 

and aotivated i n  July 1943, Zta Sunotions were t o  oon.t;ral al l  trnnsgort 
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aircraft eamged in the 30% sonnel, and mall In 

1;orth Africa north of 30' lat itxde,  and t o  coordinate all sched-dLes in- 

volvlng s w i ~  navoment. O n  5 J a y  it began operatins, it a slams 9134115 

r e g J . 3 ~  s&edd.eo between Eorfh Afrlcm points. #one of lbL!M1 aircraft-- 

a l l  o f  ~Tfifch were C4?1s--itere tmsr'erred to it fros? PrUdO; the renainder 

stayed under assigmient t o  XikiSO but were under the o~exa t ioml  control o f  

l.xS. XI1  S ' S D  exercfsed administratfve control over the new transport 

service, and nuch of the adnfnistrrttive personnel uidch wns assignea t o  

12,TJ &aft& f roiil X I 1  H3C. 
6 

Uorthr~est Af rlcan 'irsining Gomas& (redesignated XI 3: A5 T Farce 

Srain3ng Gommd on 26 Augiist 1943) consisted of one U. S. P-39 groan, two 

U. S, R B G  sqwdrons, and two 7~ench sqwdrons of It-33 's. ?he comma& had 

bean argan3zsd primarily to provide tra5nlng In combat aircraft bg emerts 

vorsed in tactical methoas a d  practices then in actml =e at the front. 

ft also taught p i l o t s  t o  f l y  nei? G y p s  of airoraft and preu.med for cornbst 

thoso pflots tdth n~ onerational training, Prosentu, 3% was training 

ooth ZTw asd 243 giZots on13 cre:rrs. ?he adminiebrative strmturo of the 

Fraiafnz Cornad was fim, but its personrre5---exow% far adrdnist~ators an& 

trainers--?~-,s flnicl because of n stsodgr inflow of personnel t o  'be trdned 

a reb-u3.m outflow of nersonzl~l whoso traf n i x  was coq5Leted. 7 

Eorthwost i~f r icnn  h a t o  P,ecomlssance Ying was mde up of the U. S, 

3d Group, which ha& in it one squ,~,dron each of 2-17's, 3-dts, F-5I s , m d  

311-14's; one S3;ttWi-e sauuhon: one %AX 3-8 (:.iosq-to) sqyqilron; and 

one Ft'a ?-a squndron. One group of V. S. P-38 a was sohsduled for early 
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arrival fa .the theater and for assigmen* t o  YWRJ. 2drty more 3-E;ls also 

were scheduled for shipment,' 2he P3Y1s  wer9 yartioularl3- amired br 

?IX?B,I, for theater p i l o t s  eonsfaered then as equal to, if not batter than, 

5 
the SpAtfiro ?.far;=-9 at Z3,000 feet azld above. 

Cn 31 A ~ a u s t  hzd in it 5,835 FLU? and 4,215 U. S. drcraf t ,  a 

total of M ,110 plnnns.10 These strength I"ibwes, howcver, a r e  mislead- 

ing for Ghoa are by no neans o true index of the fi&ting power o f  IZUE'. 
51 

Probabl~  two-thlrds of the W p 2 ~ i ~ 3 9  were nonoperali~nal, whi cLL- meant 

that the Fm had only aroma 2,060 planes which could be used against 

the &is, nnd this  reduced the toc8.l :&W strength t o  about 6,280. F3.gp.r- 

ing 75 per o a t  serviceability the i d l i e n  had some 4,659 nlmes avaTlaole, 

B-~t tl~is f igme also i s  misleadinf; for it incluees =rloua t :qea  of air- 

craft at d s u s  stationa all YAB way from Casablanc% and Gi'oraltar t o  

E!essina and f-hl.,za, many of I?&& could not sqport  an invzsion of the &n- 

land. aceording t o  a d  530EU (8tiatistic.rl Control and O_neratioml Pmort 

Unit), tho f i ~ e W ~  Air Force hn& o n l y  besweon 2,000 mcl 2,100 operational. 

b ~ i ~ b e r c ,  fighters, and t a n ~ o r t  ?lanes ot tho end of i ~ u g v s t . ' ~  Probably 

not more than 2,tiOO to 2,750 of ~T.AS''s -pXsnes tvoro of the r ight f p e  and 

.Ln the ri&t Tjla~e t~ be emloyed dfrecfly Zn an in r~ : s ion  of 1ta2y.~' and 

not nore %lies 3,550 could be comted on for service during tho subseuuent 

c m ~ a i ~ , ~ $  

AS to nwromel, GhG' had in it on 31 Augast 170,418 ?m mil 97,020 

USkW porsormel, a t o t a  of 267,433 bodies.15 Earever, personnel E i ~ u e s  

likevdse k,ve to -00 read closely, for they include thousm&s of b o a e s  
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UFPIH-l 5 

whom loc&%ion ey could contribute o a y  in- 

dlroctly--in sone cases very fndirectlr--to an Sapasion ~f I t a l y  ,xiid a 

f o u o ~ n ~ r g  cwaigp.  

fpy 3A.YTO:Z i t 1 V ~ u ' C 1 3 . d  

I t  i s  w a c e s s a r g  to fol low in detail the various stages tiirow& w h i c h  

the over-all plms for 3AYPO;;T: <?sd AV+&UJCE~~ passed; it is er;o@ t o  know 

the detd3.s of the final plans for each opera#on. 

&iTOI.X has t o  be essentially a dritish affefr, eqloying the British 

U&th Amy, w i t h  air aooperahion prod6  ed b ~ .  the yredomiumtlg British 

Desert B5r Torce. Planning for thla operation was auch easier than 

n l aa~1ng  for AVAULTCX2, primarily because 3AfTOYX was t o  consist mere1 y 

of moving t w o  &id raions ACTOSP, tho mrorr Strait of IJesaLm and landing 

then in ~ 3 1  area where Ax is  defenses were beliere2 t o  be weak, and secondarfly, 

ueci5use it was no problem t o  arortde ndeguate at r coonerntion from near-by 

6iciJ.y. Fne f iml  plans called for one British division t o  land at Gallico 

and Catona m d  one C a d i a n  df~ision t o  land at Eep&o. 36th leadings 

were t o  be covered bg artillerg. fire fron the !fes~ina siee o f  the strait 

and by naval fire. Air cover troula be furnished bg 3 3 ~ 2 .  !?he irae&iatci 

objectives of the X@th were F$&a ma thn Yoe airfields; its ati- 

pate rdssion, wao t o  clear tho  Toe and swew north1~:ril for a junction with 

the right w2ng of AVnL$I<GHB m d  t o  fan out tovrccrd the eaat for a link-up 

with other % r i t i a h  foraelf w'h5c.i-Q wars ko be landed near 2 ~ ~ ~ a 3 1 t o  betr~een 

D plus 2 and I) plus 7 in waration G I B ~ c ~ ~ . ~  

Up t o  P minus 7 the rlllied air forms ??ere t o  Fave the way for bdIT0:iT 
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by attc,cts on emw airfieLda rdth %he oirjcct o f  neutrzlizing the GAY. 

From D n$n t~~  6 t o  II rriinus 1 the assa-t areas were t o  be isolated, eneny 

notrwtmts into then interdicted, a d  defense positions redwed, On the 

ni&t of E-l/%ihy Troop C m r l e r  would drop zi,rooruct forces while night 

fi&ters w o a d  cover tho assault convoys. On D-hy fighter cover over 

the assault areas wovAu be furnided by DA2, and normal close air action 

oy Tactical, Air rorce.  Subsequent air operat5ons trou3.d be tihe usual ones 

of nreventin,~ the encx;iy air f oroeo f r o =  iatarferiny: effectively with the 

3 & t h  Amg, of hftt ing .Ad:, conctzn.f;r~,tionr;, and of gi~Irt;,- direct assis- 

tance t o  tho , p a n &  forces. 1'7 

wguld sxerofse oparcrtiotxr3 control over Tactical 3ombetr Force 

under the direction of Tactical Air Porce t h r o q $ ~  D-iiay, A f t e r  Gda~ 

tho pester  nark of Q32 was t o  be t w ~ e d  over t o  Zf Air 6upnort Oommnd 

lor use in LK&QYGX3, but tho 47th Eoaibardinent Gram (u, 8.  A-,2O1s) md 

the 232 I;;Lng (B2 Bdtinarea) would be retained by EAT for coorlllnation 

vi th  the Y ghth Amy an it  noved up the ~ o e .  W, along ~ d t i  Bead- 

acrrters, I i a l t ~  , w o u l d  be raqons2 ule for the protect5 on of eag convoyc 

during AP~If,"i:.CHI: tr'riich rdg~~.f; mve along the south and east  coests of 

&b3* for ddr~OZZJ WE set f o r  the earl3 mornin$ hows of Z5 Se2temoer. 

2he Outline P l w  for haration - Y Q ~ & J ; C ~ ~ , ~  ?repared SF the ?if%h 

pltlcninc staff , vrns published on 15 August. corrected, version wsss issued 

on 26 August t a  nest chrages in the strategic situztion. The plan, as 

r e d  sea, assmed t h t  f tallern resistance would be ad~rproxlmztel~ tkt en- 

would be forced to keep the bulk 

1 
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of her nir ma grouncl forcas on the Bassian froat. It further ass-ed I 
that i3AFi0:9 would 3e no-anted. Phs plrtn cal1e8 for  an invasion of Vaa 

ItaLim = i n l a d  by two corps and by follow-up troops that 1ro3& bring the 
t 0 

tota~/125,0~9~' ngf~i.*nsL enemy forces e s t i u t s d  at 39,CQO on bday but 

a oa~ab3.s of  being increased to  Eore t h a ~  ICO,C03 bx D plus 3. Tae z~ission 

or" the Z i f t h  Army w a s  t o  seize Salerm and the airfield at :bn$ecorviao 

a11 %hen, dr ivins  ifiC.tn&, t~ capture tba port  of Eayleo nnd secrlz'e the air- 

f ields ne:s-by so that further ofl 'ensi~e ooorztioaw rdght be carried out 

fro3 n f i r v  base. E e  2aerfoan VT Corps (!!a,j. Gen. a e s t  J. IIa:~le:r 

cornxmdinz) and the 3ritish 10 ~orps" ( ~ t .  O w ,  Sir Fichnrd Z. 3CcCreery), 

s x i  l i n g  s'ron :borthwost cifriam port a ,  tuo5lld i n i t i a t e  the invasion by ~inlul- 

t a ~ c o u a  a+tao7;s on the aeachss soukh of Sallsrno on 9 Setember, E-hour 

being 0390. 

2he h t l i n o  PZm E ~ E O  prodded for an d n y  floating reserve, consisting 

of tm forces, Forae 1 had one reinforce8 rell;Lnent%l coliibat team of the 

U. 5. 45th Mviaion md was t o  emnark l r o a  Sieily prepared t o  l a d  on 

LdAq,l;v over of the .rlrev-iously assa7flted benches, 7orca II coasisted 

o f  one reinforeed regizontnl conbat tern of the U. S, 82d dfrluorne Division 

k-hi& was t 3  be prepared, t o  1md on beaclhes no% predousw csta%lighed.z 

Pollo~r-up troops inclul3od the balance of the 45th Division, the  34% 

Mvlsion, the l3lSfi Yield A ~ t i l l e r ~  Bx i~ade ,  the 1st o r  213 Lrmorod Dlvia ion,  

the ESB Givision, one aericm tank bsittp+lion (rsebim) , nnd s m v o r t i n ~  

t r o o ~ s .  lh.intsnnncc for both coqos was t o  be avp7)lied p r i ~ ~ r i e  over the 

beaches w*il tho gort of Ibyles hci been mds 5 d l ~ % T e ,  nlthouzh 50 

Ceixps rA&t count on receiving a sml2 azic~unt of cymliec thr0up.b the nort 
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Fae 10 Gorp3 (less F-mgers and C O ~ ~ O S  three 

arincigd beschoa betwee2 Pfoentino Creek and the 5ele River, tho area 

I-fing five to  d n e  ~ i l e s  southeast of Salerno. 'The %ztl~ers wero t a  land 

at the t o ~ m  of Ih ior i  cad a;hc Co?n.waos at Viatri. Tae inmeante o'ojec- 

t3ves of 1.0 Corps rrere the port of SRZerco ( t o  'be t,zI-ren by t3e O~x~finCos 

moving aom f r o g  T ie t r i ) ,  !:on.f;ecorvino airf ie ld ,  the imortmt rail and 

rocd center of $nt.t;i$aglia, and PonZ;e Sele on Bi&%:a;7 19 over the Sele  

River. %o 3ani;ern wore to advance north fros lhiari znd seize the Xount 

d i  Chiunzi mrl. :;acera-Fagad pzsses between SaLerno anit lTaylea. The 

Commdoa were t o  seize Piebri  and then raovs east t o  S e l m o .  

?fI C o q s  was t o  Z m &  an foux beaches be";wesn 11 Fiumnrello a d  

SLLofrone Credt an6 Just west of the ancient viZLcge of Paestum. Its 

i m e & i a t e  objective was the hfg3 ground whfch ran in an PXC fron the Sele 

River Ynroqjh riltaPjtlla, -3.lbae11h, and P,Pcca dtds3f de t o  l!ount Vesole 

and :k%glieno. On tha extrama rf &t of the VI C0q?s the l a s t  Xaginental 

Combat 'Ism t.38 t o  occu~y key pofnts in the mountidn arc frun hIounl; iresole 

t~ AgropoZf ELI the so.u+tern end of tihe G u l f  of SRlerno, Pie dividing lina 

Dotweon the ~ I V Q  o o q s  woU4 be t h e  Sele Mver ,&mil a e  Junction of the 

forcos =3 n l m e d  to take place at Ponte Sele. 24 

9 h  navnl. plan,a5 entitled : lostern l h l  PSd: Force beration Plan 

:To. 7-43 (~hor% t i t l e  ~+lon/:D.), Inld do:m the or,mnization -md missions 

of %he ::'estern I:a'j..al Tad: F o ~ c e  under Vlco Ah. E. i.:. EIerrftt, Us-;. !&e 

Bask 8orce w s  comaned of tho Con%rol Force, tho Southern %ti? Farce, 

136 the X o ~ t h e m  ICnsk Yorcs, 2nd the Sup30rt Omrier 5'orce, wU&, oo12sc- 

.t;ivelg, were t o  txamort the ssrwult t r o o u s  t o  their uoints of debzrlration 
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off the beaches a& to sqpyort thm 'by naval ,p.nfiro and cwrier-hsed 

airerati until they mro fimly established on shore. D e  Control Force 

fnclu&ed. the flagship (IJ;SS w, a Ei&et G r o q  t o  scrcen the atfacls: 

forceo ~ T O D  h~stile ~tzrfaca elements, and n Disersion Grom which was t o  

rake ,a feint ngjinst %he beaches northwest of Kayles t o  h w  aff eneny 

forces, me Southern 2a& Toroe was t o  carry V I  C o r y  t o  its beaches, 

while tho IJbrlhern ?ad: Force :gas t o  t r ~ n s n o r t  10 C o n s ,  !be Sunport 

Carrier Force, consisting of one carrier: and four escort carriers, was to 

*ply the mxinuii practicable f i g h t e ~  proteation to the naval forces a d  

t o  assist the Sfci15'-base3 ff@tern of XI A i r  Smport Co3m3ail in control- 

lbng the ~ , i r  over tho beaches. 

=&Q,-:u 
Pl,mnin~ for the role of the caSr forces in AV.WJjGH3 w a s  a coqlfcated 

and dilfficuLC task, Kot o d y  did %ha conv9j.s have t o  be grotecGed on their 

long t r ig  f r d a  acvera'L :Sorth African parts but--m& this was the greater 

fi&ters ~iad  were within easy raach o f  Axis airfields aroma linlsles a d  

me distance from Salerno to Irlrapmi l a s  226 r-dies, t o  Gorbini 229: 

niilee, and t o  the 3fessim area 173 miles, Yf&ter radius, fnc2uUn~ 10 

dnutes of coa%,zt, was as follows: I?-39, w2th one long-range t&=, 3SO 

dies: A-36, ~ 5 t h  one long-~,wge h i k ,  200 m i 1 ~ a ;  Scitfires, with one 98- 

H l o n  twk, 180 miles; P-39 and I?-$0, w t t h  one 7 5 - ~ L l o n  t,dlr, li% miles; 

Be:tuffghter?, 2104 miles. above f3.guras meant that P-38's c o u ~ d  r e d  
- . *-. 

- 
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* - ,  
1 !<  ; & -k&$L:- 

~Ud?k1-15 -L%: - - -  

the assault 'benches cad re3;tafn o w r  then for an avemgc, o f  one hour, that 

A-36 1; could stay for 33 minutoc, Ghzt Spitf ires could stay foi. 233 

minntee. P-3Y ' a  m d  P-.:O1r! were not able to rea& the area a d  rsturm 

m d  so could be used olilr for convoy duty near Sic i l r .  3eaufi&ters, 

operatin,.; frsa Goroird , could groviae protection at night over the beaches 

md the offdmra siiiqing. 27 

In adciitfon t o  the Sfc f2 i tw  f i e l d s  tnere was soae ?oasI~oili$y of using 

tho fields at S,ug&o and Vibo Va1en",a oa the Toe, respectivelg 184 an& 

3.62 n i l e ~  fro. 3 a 1 e n o . ~  Tfielr use. houmver. could not be consiciorea in 

planning because tnere ~ t a s  no way t o  forecast the ancoess of 9id'iPOZ. 

?he distance which tho fighters had t o  f ly  in order t~ cover the 

beaches created twa potential bott~enedcs. One W ~ R  in Lbe t?qpZr of 90- 

L - l o n  t&:s for tho @itfires, 2ot1arO the end o f  ami:Jr' these were only 

840 ol' the t d c ~  in the thaaker; but 'by Uze time MALiKCHS was launched 

aitditiowJ t d c s  h d  been shl.~sfi 4n, ma fofortursatoly during the operztion 

&nticipnteZe. %e other b f : c r  was that there would z o t  ba emugh a i r f i e l 6 ~  

t o  t r e e  care ~f the E~it f iros ,  ,dl of ~ffiich hzd t o  operate fron the LIessfna 

mea in Slciw. Xortumtely z@n, faat ~ r o r k  bp cd: t i o n  en~dnesrs in 

pre?zring fie-l,&n and n c%rsfulXt;= pl~meit  ~claedzle 02 operations re~noved 

tmti bmger. 29 

B Q 1 s  eoccern over the posr,ibilPtr timk I t  d ~ h t  be d.5fficul.f t o  

nrovLdo adsqu~to  fl&Cer ooirsr for the ass6r;itt bocausa of the Bintance 

invol-c-ad 1.w~ imreased bg the fcm thC"uhel-e. sight not be enoyj1 bozbera 

cad fi&ters on t o  neutralPze the enen:.-'s a5r ari  z-zd d3,~rmt hi9 
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:-= 
l ines  of co&e:.tion. 4hio crould bs s, bicger job In I t&y than it had 

been in F d s i c ;  or in Sicily, get nothing \:odd contribute more t o  the 

protection of the assault forces, Unfort-iuiate%-, the long -:ad stxersvous 

T m i ~ i ; m  csnprigp mil tho fnten~ivc sffor t  requirt.& during WSZY hsd 

thimsd ou-k m d  vmrn dotm both crot:s csd p2anes. General disenho.wer f e l t  

t h t  the best of ~uct less x~ould be L. t e q o r ~ r : ;  doubling of the 

number of  he^^; bombers currently fu the theater, for then the Germn cdr 

force oould be e ~ i ~ l y ~ e d  and the Gerrxm gxouud forces Imobi2iecd. O n  

25 July he sug&ested t o  the  CDS ?;kt if they woad rh i f t  several g x o q s  of 

3-17's from tho Zighth r i i r  3rce  Lo the lEe&tkerr,mem, l e t t i n g  the2 o p r z t e  

agciinst Italy froa  ecrlg Ln,=st until a wee:: after 3-ViUXHii k d  'been 

I~tuached, that the chances of success would be greatly eaZ1,mced. This 

cn~c~.tion tms rcfuscd by the CCS on t h e  ground that Zt 11wolm3d c;refiowGr 

impair the combine6 bomber offensive nf a aritfcal -oexio&. ft3' 

TKO !owe&s latier General Zlsenhover o,sl=ea t b t  three P-2.4 gems w M c h  

had been oent dotm from and trMch h ~ &  bonbet2. Zloefiti in the g e n t  rai r? 

of 1 A ~ s t  be left in the Ke&Literr~;nera P Q ~  eqLogr.eat against targets in 

ItaSs. &nerd  >ker, corimndinr;; the 3 & t h  Ail- %rce in IZL, protested, 

he wratod then for ~ E O W E  ngt-iinst the C 2 2  before t i e  adwnt of bad wca+her. 

General Ar~old agreed vA th Genercdl 3Aex. Gencr~ l  2isedxoriar Ghen argaed 

tkt, :?itthou+ the groqs he '1wod.d be skating on veq- thfn i c e  In AV2LGYGU, 

If t i e  invasion were srzcoessfful, he dec laed ,  tho U l i e d  Air Forces would. 

be ?ro.dded wifb nost favaxa;ble bases for the continuation of the air 

offmslve against ~%ope,@'bxat t o  have rl, fzir ahmice t o  @n these b ~ s e s  
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-. 
we need this strength af this tirile. Ee f e l t ,  too ,  that there ma a 

inmeante naea for the n i t s  because of the quc1 i t ; r  and quantity of Gemlan 

,~romd trooys in Italy anti 'becnuca the G e r m s  were re;~orte&L;r 'orineng in 

an a4df tiom.l bomber grorzas. Che only wa;? t o  p~ovent  conccatration of  h i s  

forecs r~~suld be by bonbhr; the only m y  to keen &own tho  S'lxie a i ~  

t h r e ~ t  would bo 37 hitting Italim airf ie lds  r ~ r i o r  to E-clay. If the three 

g r o u g ~  of 3-248s were returned to t h e  fron the LTediturrmem, 2.iW 

wod.6 have only f o w  2-17 g r o q s  and t t?o undexstrength 2-24 groups. 1Xore- 

over, there were not enough rc~lacensnts for the sir, grows, t o  s w  uathing 

of tho fact that the P-38 n i l o t ~ j  \lore nearing exhaustion. Air lhrshal 

Leader mci General Spaatc also were con-.-Lnced that loss of the thrre grows 

?mul.d add ~uch.  to  the r f d c o  connected d t h  BTIaZid~C:HZ.Z1 

In spite of these ~ r m e n t s  General lirliold returned the grows t o  

IEC on tho ground that the ZLghth had t o  deskroy a prmondernncs of the 

Gerram f ig&te~  factorlea before the onset of bad weether. He suggested 

that the 1:ediGerrttnera wauld recelvu an im3irect s l p o r t  froxi the denarced 

Groups ac their  at tach would n u l l  Gerrin fiit$ter nfrcrfift f ros~ the I:e& tor- 

r m e m  a d  their  destruction of &r&~zn inilustrios wodd be reflecteB i n  a 

reauction or' GA3 defensive a b i l i . t ~ l . ~ '  

%ere ~ICLI 'been ono other vossiblo wiry by rvhich IAIIF could increase 

f t g  heavy bocl'oer strength t o  the point rlrherc it could fee1 that it had 

enoqh long-ruige offensive aircraft t o  ~,pzran.tee the neutralizing of the 

enem's &rfielas a d  the d i ~ m q t i o n  of his lines of comunicirtior. %t 

was b3 ro-equigniag the ~ e d f u n  s o p s  in the : ledi temem theater with 
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33-171s. me bonbsment etr i lr ln~ power of an air 

terns ~f the weight of bogibo w a c h  can be bopged on eneq  targets in a 

given period of t i ~ e .  wressed m,thseaticitlly, striking yoser in the 

euatainclble amber o f  sorties a.LiLtipLied 33- the trei,$tt of bonbs which c a  

be dropped per sortie, In the 1:edLtfterrme~a theater, Guring the le . te  ayrlng 

cnd s w e r  of 1943, 8-17's were dronying 3,545 tons of bombs ?ex sortie 

trhil.e 8-25's were dro9ping o n u  1.305 aid 3-$Cis only 1.320; moreover, only 

one-half of  a21 23-37 niscions wera escorted by f l f l ~ t e r s ,  w~ile sine-tenths 

of all  3-26 nisoions had f i a t e x  escort. General Egmtjz b t l  come t o  the 

conclufiion that 37 re-equir~ping mast of his nediun groups with Eortreasas 

he would n ~ t  only increase the strikiaz power of 2;:-CJ but would release 

fip&tsr aircraft for use in o"&er t ~ y o c  of onerntions, and on 24 June he 

ha& supgested to XIAS, P l a s  at Eeadqwters, &A3 that the &ani:e-over 

oe ma%, 

Plans  stu* ed tho tJiles;irabili ty , f easioil ity and a c o q  tabPli t;91 of the 

Qiaate sup~~estion and e m s  t o  the conclu~ion, that thc cclnversion aad re- 

sqnlppine; of: f i sc  grow= of meauns would effect a dslar in the bdLdmrn 

p r o c - ~ a a  of the X&th Air %roe mil, that the conreraion would deprive the 

grouxld f orees or" neeaed tuaticxzl cooperatLon. On thf s basts  G.enel?al 

Spaat z ~ u ~ e s t i o n  I $ ~ S  re j eoted. 53 

3eing unable t o  bolster hts heav bombe~ strength, General Msenhouer 

then adced for tho loan oi' four g o q s  of aediw bomber8 from T I C ,  Dut the 

reque~t was turned dola br Geners~l l ' s ~ h a 1 1 . ~ ~  Pne flml blow to hopes 

of an incren~e in air strength c ~ w e  EL few days before the 1amohiur!; o f  

ATi'LGGBX %:hen Gen?r,P3. Zistahoruor was inforried tk~ t  the T.YSiU3 noad smd 
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him no noro P-38 ' s  imtil October, 111F'G' espeoic~lLp needed 2-38 ' s as they 
were extraraelp vrslunb2e for 1 o n ~ - r w e  fighter work, serving its convoy 

bonber escort, covesing assault  areas, mil giving g o m d  cooper-ation. 

The l o ~ s  xrrte (BO in Awask ,mil 24 in the week ending 5 Seytember) alreaQ 

a exceeded the re-placemnt rzte, anti l e n s  thaa 250 were currently amf lable. '' 
It began t o  mpear that; .4ir Flarrhal Qeddor had. !md a clear afcture 

of the str~ngth t k t  would be am.i&ble when hc inl'orned General SFaatz 

on 31. J a y  tht the air forces which he woad have at his disooscl for 

the ~ l a m l n g  && B X ~ C U % ~ O ~  of future A ~ T  opera.tions would have t o  cbEe 

"from the- resources nlreadz normasealily al lotted t o   our command. 11 36 

I-oweyer, uelore the invasions were l ~ u n c h e d ~ ~ ~  was t o  be strengthened 

somewh~~t 37 the addltion of several W t s  fron the Xnth Air Foroe, 

At3~roval to snlft these unita had been requested lay General Xserhor:er 

early in August an& C?naraL ELwshall had endorsed .the plan on 7 August.  

General Zklsenhowar, with the anproval of General 3rereton of the lliath, 

was t o  set the t ine  of @a tr'mafer. r&e onlf- restrictions on the &ift 

were: first, that f t was noti t o  fnterf ere with fX~A14;~i;Y'. (oper:&ions against 

the P l o a s t i  oil fie1d.s) and, second, that sons U. S. troops muld have to 

reman in the Xiddla 37st to m9nor-b %he A i r  Yx€fimort Comma, a~E!f~t  

the British, and handle intelligence. 37 

The ntder of plasea riaich could be rada ~~vdla%ls  t o  iXAF the 

Si:inth :.*a3 incrccsed ea2 j -  in .,,ugu~t when 36 planes m d  crews from the 

3p&th ,Ur Zorca and 26 nlrncs , u d  crews from the United States were pent 

to the XJinth t o  be d i s t r i o u t e d  hnone its fllve 3-24 grows. 38 

2€fect,ive 22 Auflst tho Wth, 79+ih, and 324th Tieater Groms ( P 4 l a )  
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were transferred from the Binth Air Farce t o  S I  A i r  S m ~ o r t  Ooslmd 

the 18th tad 84th 2onb Grow-as (2-35's) t o  );I1 Bomber C O ~ Z C ~ ;  ef feck iv~  

23 August the 816th Boon Oarrfer Gmuo (lesa 'che 87th ~guadron) vent t o  

X I  Troop Carrier Commit. All of theso units, being .lmericns, thus came 

under the direct a&~inietmtive control of tho Zwelftih Air Force. In 

addition t o  thc auore  un5-t;~ seven Air S e d c e  C o m ~ a a  were t-s- 

ferred bett:eaa 23 a d  26 A%-+. In dl, 1,300 officers tint' '/,uOc) enlisted 

.a9 nen wera t~€m$ierred. 

Genere1 3 i a d o w e r  also was able t o  add to his nir strengtls. by %he 

ad.ffion of sevcrp,l hundred gliders. He had deciaed as soon as AVd2i;iOU 

had bcen urojected %fiat he wodd eq2og airborne troocs in tae operation 

a d  b d  ~rdered the 82d .4irsorrms lied,slon returned f ror; S ic i ly  t o  iairauan 

(Tunisia) for nsseribling, re-equJ.ppiq,sxid 6rrcdning. On 1 August ho as::ed 

for 332 Yzco &idera (CG-4A's) mii 50 Horsa @idcxs t o  be delivered st 

once. She request fox the ;:a608 v1a.a nro iq t lp  apurove& by the 005. B e  

reopest for the B o r c a ~  :.s~,s &SO aoproved but,  as they had t o  be towed from 

TTd by PA? ? lacs ,  further c.qrova;l of the Y r i t i s h  .92r :Yn.istzy: was neeassary. 

Th2s was dven and the Horcas wars no-rod Wtihs I:eGiijerrwteim b3- tho 1- 

36 ; ; i x l ~ .  The w f n ~  then staxed in t~se tk~eator , on, loan, until Cctobar 

19a.~~ 

Q 9hese aZtditionc p v e  a t o w  of some 700 :incos an6 60 fiorcas, 

ixhica to4;eiuher wars enough fo td re  care of planned operations. 3ut the 

deci~tion t o  use ISarge nwbors of inirborne trooas threatened to create a 

new cottlencck: trenmart aircraft t o  haul p~matxoopers t o  tow gliaers. 

The bottSene& never csterialized, horqever, pisrtly because the ,PAP 85 
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Ying vfis zvdlnil le ,  a& narilg 7 3 e c ~ i ~ s ~  the f i na l  co:~,iStnent of trws~ort 

drcraft tofaled only 318 plcnes , ~S~orreas 365 were avnilable. 41 

& P a  fm B%13;i'G7Ch;l 

W-U P a .  Gmen7. 2isonh~wsr hzd stetea that the plLms f a r  

A V A L U ? ~ ~ , ~  :a!oulcl z o t  be altored whether he received adfitionsl air etrerrgth 

o r  not:S2 crmecquo~tl:~. : I iW1c .I-5 seation o r e w e d  its air plans long 

before P-&E, and in %eras of h o t m  availuole aircraft. Tie broail tad: 

s s c i ~ c d  t o  ifLG' fell int~ four nzin ~Uvisiansr: 

1. 50 neu"cr:~lkzc -tho enmy air forces by c*Lr boabzrdnent. 

2. To pxsdCle air p r o t ~ c t i o n  over the assault conwya, t h e  

asshlitss , m a  rubsaquent operations. 

3. Bo ~ r o v e n t  or e f f e c t i v e l y  ret~rd the ~over.~cnt of eneay forces 

into the. assault area, and aesf s t  the 03cr:rWonc %a rAr acOlon. 

4. Po tx,mnor% md d r q  at rborne troops ea~3::ed in the 

43 
oporatf an. 

In addition the air forces wore t o  orovide: 

I. ma defense of t e r ~ i t o r j r  nlrend;~ held by tho Allies .  

5, 8tr:t%e~~csJ. and f nctica1 nhcitogranhic reconwi ssmce, 

b. ST-sea  rescue. 

4 4  
7 ,  A i r  trL?so~orti+t50n. 
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S-tra-t;azJ.c Borrbin~. To c a r q  ~ 2 %  *he firat m d  th ird  of th0 fou r  m-$o~ 

%asks, :JA:1?' hail f ou r  0-17 .*,rmys, tiro B-24 gro!.lss t o 3  1 o ~ q  frsra, the Lin%h 

.Ur Port?), n5nc squadro~s of' kdollin$ons, W o o  ?rod9 oi' 23-26's, and 

b:o groa_clc, of 3-25's in Strn teq lo  Air Force, plus  tvro zroaps of B-25's i n  

Tac-kical Bonber Force. i.ssmZq a 75 per con* .semlcoability in RL1 units 
,# 

night bourbars--a zrenii t o t a l  af 856 bornbars for neutralizlrig Yhe ;xis a9r 
-4.5 

foroes m d  isolating the battle area. 

As a ma-;;ter of fact Strn-kezic had &ready g~n. -  a loas 1ie.y kowaqd 

realiein~ kheso'k:o objectiwa3 before tho ond of the Sicilian c b ~ g t i i y  

on 17 Auyust permitted it to throv i k s  an t i re  v ~ e i ~ 1 1 t  asn5nst the rriainlmd 

of Italy. It; haa been nobcd above thc.t; b.;tg.iminz on 4 December 1942 -the 

?:%nth Ai'r Forco in i t i a ted  r. moderate boabf n : ~  ef f o r h g a i n s t  1t:taLy fn 

support of the DoserZ C~,apai;;n, 5lta.t IXa1ta-based plmcs added to tho effort 

horeas3d 3hrou~heu-I; -kc? i:,in.t;or m 2  spring of 1943 ; it has also been noted 

that on 4 A p r i l  1943 the rrmlPkh fir Force j c rbed 5n the at t rck  on the  

46 
mainland. Tiith t h e  and of tho  Tunisian o m m p I , ~  in dd-I,*a:~, Strategic 

was able fur'cher t o  increase its alr o ~ O E Q ~ R ~ ~  against Ttalg, an6 ~ i : k ~ i l e  

%hem nttncks br:sically smre in pr~para-tlon for 1;I;SEY the2 also wero 
r 

o1em-in.f the rmy for lX7TtiLECiIB md BJ~YTQK~'. 

D u r i n ~  l'ay m J o r  air ossnults 13ess delivered againsk Twant~ and 

R0g;i.o & Calabria (aoross the Btrai-t from !:essira), Cidtavecohia (the 

prineinnl port bok:eaa l < & p l e ~  A d  ~e,:horn), Gronse*,~, Lido di Rom li/D, 
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~ t r t l f i n ~  trains, railwag stations, sirfields,  etc.  
4.9 

During July tihe heavies ,znd medims of the Twelfth and Xinth Air 

Forces hit; I t a l y  often <and hard, concentratin& their effort l; aeinst  air- 

&ones and m,sssl=lling mrda. Soae 46 ndor  attacks were mdo, totcillng 

more than 3,000 sorties, %e p e a t e s t  single ra2d Ira3 on 19 July ?:hen 

500 3-17 t a ,  34% 0 an& 3-25 ' 0  hit >.one 1 s tlnrohall.ing yards (and a nc,m-by 

airdxoxe) fn R f ine  exhibition of nrecisioo bonbing. The next l~xgeat  

s3n:;le aas8ul.t was afpinst iJaples, doliverctl. 363 heavies 'mil medims 

of t a e  Twclflih and ZZntkr; mrshd l ing  yaxCls, industrial. areas, fuel 

ixlctallations wore uit .  On f ive  otner occasions ,Tqoles U ~ S  the target 

for attacks, with colzsiderct'olo Claiage resulting to her docks, EI/Y's, 

s t ~ ~ ~ = s , ~ m f l  other rrdlitnq- objectives. &he A/D nt Vibo Valontfa (m the 

9oe Troa ~ e g ~ $ o )  rsoeivsd the third heaviest attack of the nonth, being 

rcit -Q- 123 rnedims, a d  was bon3ea on three other occosfons "oy heavies or 

nedlws. San Giovani ' s X/Y, ferry elips , and railroads took the fourth 

hardest single pounding when the t o m  was hit by more tizw 10u 3S-l ' i l  s. 

In all ,  it was rLaite4 four  tfaes, 60 

Urclransrs :?hi& were bsnbed &urTng July included P.erx5o, Crotone , 

%us&, 3La5, Pomf g l f a o ,  :Iontecorvino, Capoaick.im, Grossetto , Can= 

(33 miles nasth of :"m?l&~),  Qr3tta@fe, kqvino (netveen Yaples and Eone), 

pad Viter'oo (45 ~ i l e s  north of Eone), I ~ / Y  s; w 3  railroads were hit at 

Eacgio, FO~,F$€R, Snlemo, Ba t t ivzg l f~ ,  ElaZogna, mh at seveml yalnts on 

the 5!0o.~' Tile peak of Str,ztezie Air Forools boa%inf effort a r i o r  t? the 

end of the Sicilian crmp,?;lgn cwrns during the two-week pedad  of 10-24 July. 
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Tiereafter, the effort fell o f f ,  the decline bainf: due in large measure t o  

3ilot fatiwe. 52 

Tosvsr& the end of July the air  forces s e t  x q  Operation. A'&~LX& f o r  

the nurposc of d e s t r o s ~  the air  ferry aervlce ~ h i e h  tho Gexaans were 

onerp.-cinZ; betwesa Sardinia r ~ C  the 1 tali= nainlwd, Re~-cil~*r sweeps were 

carried ou-3 over the Tprhenitm 5ez. Eesults of t h e  operation were Limited, 

howcvor, mtil Late in Sqte;J'ba~. 53 

Ewins the first 17 days of :iugmt attacks wera continued against 

?!/Y's and i ~ / ~ l s .  Tho :i/yt s at Eom recdved the i r  second bon3ing. Tomat t: 

satellites pad Titer30 vepe h3.t k r d ,  as was Crstaae. Other targets isl- 

eluded Snnri (in the Too, Gulf of B o l i c ~ s t r o )  , Baktina&ia, 1F~,~les ,  

&razzanise A/D (nem ?kplen) a d  Be&~*cad other tome on the Qoe. An 

Snteresting devolo-anent during the period was tho be;$nning of a sexies 

of  nttzdts ~ g a f n s t  xo:tiE r n i l  bridges, n procedure \hi& in t i xo  w o f i d .  

~ s h  tho o ld  stm&d oporntion against i : / Y L s  into the background, 3ridgcs 

ovor the & & t o l a  River (at the nzrrowcet pert of t de  2oe) ware a%tr&zed 

six tines by ,5-25'c pad 3-26 l a ,  ,md a railroad oriage at near-by Catanraro 

' I ~ B  bo;;ibed, '' 
Tnns, by &he t iue *ho 6 i c i l i a  c;*mni@ c-me t o  an ertd bora-oers f r o a  

!i'AU? a d  the Iiinth Air Force alreakv had bop2ed ~ovcrltl. thousand tons of 

a bosbs on Izep c i t i e s ,  :I/?' s, A/iIt s, hr%ors, bridges, m d  other installa- 
L 

+ions on t;ae rzinlmil, md the procTrZ."J of nautraliaing the Axis air forces 

and of clchting ~ o ~ u n i c n t i o n s  t o  the A 'A&-C;@I~~~;*ALZ~~L;  arezs uras \fell 

unelor IlELjs, 

It is, of course, i q o s 3 i ~ f e  to evaluate the effect which the AUied 
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bombing of airfields , lincn of cornmicat i  on, M o o r  laci l i  t i e s ,  shippf ng. 

warehous~s, ;znd othor  instnllationo &wing the h Z s 2 m  w d  Sicilian 

cm_aai@s h%d on the k c i s  nilitaxx ~ s o t s n t i a l ,  a b i l i t p  t o  resf s t ,  nnd 

mortale at t he  tino of the invasion of the Italian minl.md., or t o  deter- 

@ mine ho;; largs a pat those ~relinlnrzy- bornbinza played in the success of 

AVd&G7CE3 ad, 3~1~20;~i;. 5he dw-e i d r i c t ed  b7 eml:: boa%ings could 

have been reyai red, so t h t  m airf ie ld  w&ch kreh been useless during 

the Sicilian crmpdep nignt n?>=in ba handling its nom91 coxplaent of 

plnnes when Allied t r o q s  went ashors at Salcrno,  ,mil ,.t railtrax lins 

1:hfch i ~ d  been camletel; iatsrdicte8 &mini; July ni@t be In fU o~tsa- 

tZon by S o p t a b ~ r .  Xut the  effect of bsmbia,.; is axlaye cmulr,.tive, a d  

there is no clou?at thnt; tho tons of de~olitions nrid inccn~iimri.ics mich 

fell on ker spotc on tho r x d . U G  oottrecn -2 Zece~q~er 1942 m d  1"/ i"iu,vst 

1983 not on127 eonlzdbuted iloavily t o  the sv.cccrr;s of t i l e  D m f s f m  a d  

~aiciZi,a ca:maigto 'out bnilt g rt dcgrse of deatrrrctkon .;nfclz, 11it;h tar? 

concentmtod attacks thnt were laid on in the period 'oat~~eon 15 i i u g a t  

the l;~m&ing! of ZX3!O,Si; ~*L~?AG"J.'~L~, redwed & e q l j  the auilftg 

of L'hs @cram Air Force t o  fntsrferc? wish t a o  InvasLona mt limited the 

refnloroexants and s ~ ~ l i e s  vrhica t h o  Axis could move i n to  southem Italy, 

&axy bonb ~ J M &  iell on an 1 talf an target. no mt t e r  how - wce::s 

a before the i n ~ a d o n ,  contriouted sonethtn~ t o  reduclzlt; the Ax l l j  m 

strewtn cmd t h ~  norale of the Italinns anti thus t o  the succeso od the 

Cover .i& $ c l - ~ - . - o + ,  &s f2 f i%?,  &p&&, The second ~ ~ ~ j o r  task, 
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zs:,igmed t o  t&e zir forces rct+s t o  provide a i r  protcotion over the aeeault 

convoys, the  assaults, ,ma s?;iouequtat operations. Protection f o r  the 

convogs fro3 tho t ice 15It tha n o m l  convoy routas was t o  UB the 

res~onstb.'b2120y of Go:c,std. Air Torce (Gs) uy to the last Zirht of D dnus 

1, vhcn t h e  rcsponcibi l i ty  tzould p e e  t o  Tact i ~ 3 1  ALP ZOTCE! ( T S ) . ~  E S  

woud td:e crxo of aq; BViiLA2;Cd:i: convor &ich ixi&Z, pass C h r o ~ h  the 

Strait of Ikssina. For oarra5ng out  i t n  i?.ssigz.menrrt CAD' soas %M air- 

crttft , 572 of  :&i& were I?.- -dl;s  attached fron the ::idtile a~t; dlnfia, 

a& 169 of th2ch were T'rcnch -Sr Farce un2ts.Sfi The nu%bor of n l a e s  w:+s 

roro tkm tnaoq:h for thc cini$o job of protccfing the assault oonmys-- 

U U ~  C C G  &d m m g  other t h s k z  to pcrr"or3. It r.:as'&~.rgerl 1~3th the iPef~nse 

of ,Ulied t e r r $ t o q ? ,  iaslu~nt; ~ i m o r t s ,  n o r t s ,  cf t iea  , ,and n i l i t a r s  in- 

ct~ll ,?tfona; i t  ~:;~tclied Qser non-a'l convc?ys; it conducted r~:c0m21ssmcf3 

of Rnexr &ly~irrg; it c,wrieb on a const,mt cis vlar c:pinnt ~XIR snb~arines 

and, aurf~ce  crzft; it tms remonsible far a3.r-sea roscuu for all  Allied 

afr u I l i t s  in M1e western Ilediterrrt~ean. Its onerstions e3rt;ended from 

C€b~ablmw t o  Sicf ly a d  over thous,m3e of square nixes of ocean. Wther -  

aore, s 3 s - g ~  rnhzibsr of its pl iaos  were t ~ ~ e s  such a5 Swordfishes, D&ot~,r;, 

: ,~alruscs,~d illbrrt~osses, none of which .  coulC be usad fafor oonvo~  but^.^^ 

a General Xsdawer  f e l t  that C::Ji a forces were imdecrmte Tar its several. 

t 2 . s : ~ ~  end ctrsng$hene& it br g i v i n ~  it a 3-24 ~a%f subm,4rlne eq-maron 
68 

which had been operating under tho Xaw at Port L3.'a9utey in Trench Eiorocco. 

Tt tm5 plmned thct on mC1 after Edq~ Cn ~ r o u l d  be remonsible for 

khiypinq t o  within 40 m i l e n  of the bG&es, esld tht !I!>? woul.8 be 

resnraon~iole 'beyond that mint. T E  pltumed, won tdc ia~  over from C L E  
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the protection of the inshore oonvoys, t o  furnish corer by esylsging two 

cqwdrans of I?-38's ,and one emh of A-Z6's and Spitfires, y1na one of 

Seaffre~. For e q l e ,  6'lexeni;s af  the 1st , 14th, nnd 82d Bi&t e~ Groms 

s) , on lorn fro2 Strategic, vould Becp 4 d r c x ~ f t  over the conmy 

nt all t ines fron 0930 t o  10&0, 8 aircraft fron lOCO t o  LSOO, 12 from 

1800 t o  1.400, 20 from 1400 t o  15430, 24 f rom 1500 t o  1600, 28 f r o n  1600 t o  

1700, 36 f rom 1703 t o  1800, 4-0 f ron; 2600 t o  1200. ,and 36 fro= 1900 t o  

1950. 59 

X I 1  Air S r r p ~ o r t  C o r n &  m s  given the job of f w ~ i s h i n g  adequnte air 

aovar for the aaeitult and f o r  suboeo_uc-nt ground operetions. This was the 

moat di-i"ficu3.t of al l  the tasks nssigneii to the Air arm. Tho  field^ c losee t  

t o  the Salorno beaches wore those arowcl !lessin& and they were out of 2-39 

and P - 4  rmee ;ea bmol;~ within rcunge of Spitfires cLarrj.ing 9C-gallon 

tanlrs, T J ~ P C I ~  mcmt t b t  the jab of protecting the lesdlngs would id1 

rroon ZTa's three groups of P-ad's, tiso &coups of A-3G1s, one g o y  o f  

1T. S. Syitfires, and 18 squadrons of XkP Snl tMres ,  with four squadrons 

of 3eavi'ighBers handling the sitmstion at ni&t,  Pne 0-&Line ar rlan for 

Operation dVAlAE&i2 estifiatcd that the ;.-Z8's w3Ud fljr tvo soriles each 

per day, sta;ill~; over the assault area for one how, and that each Spitfire 

~muld  f l y  two sarfies, stas5ng over the assault area for  20 minutes, which 

1ou2b & ~ e  ;nara;e of 36 Lead-'cased sfrcraft constantly over the 

and four eroort o,wrierc) wovld bo available to vrovide fighter cover 

wauntinfc t o  a ccntinuous m r ~ t r o l  of 22 aireraf t during R-WJ- and 11 to 16 

a i r c m f t  on D nlns 1, !3 a1 of 58 pl,mes over tho 

7 - --x 7 .p r17-y -;n7--7- 
I .$. I > \-T 

"- ri ! . % ~ & ,  \ L bJ -:- > .A. 2 
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beaches at; all tinee during +he d~yl ight  hours o f  E-fik3-. One g o y  of 

P - S ~ ~ E  hrsts t o  oe aso~cfnlla; trained to f ly  in &arhess so t b t  f t  could 

take o f f  before b t m  an& rc3.i;uz-n t o  b c ~ e  a fh r  WL, znd thereby provide 

cover for tho assault area &urf ng the ff rst hour of dawn ar;a the l n c t  

60 
hour of dusk. Patrol area0 for tho fi&texe were l a i d  out as follows: 

1. C&.rrl-Salemo: Seafires at 12,OW-16 , O X )  feet: P-Z8fs at 

10,000-14 ,CCB feat; A - ~ 6  ' s at 5,030-7.000 f oat. 

8. &ropoli-'Pisciotta: P 4 B 8 e  at lO,OCO-14,1?00 f est . 
3. Sderna-A@cryoll: S p i t f i ~ e s  at 16 ,OOO-KX) ,000 feet ; A-36's at 

5,OGD-?,OW feet. 61 

Aasmdng 76 ner cent ser~lceabf3.f tx in all units it was estimated 

that the air forces would krsco avatleble f o x  convoy and assault cover 

around 322 single-~ntrlne fighters , 206 twin-en&ne f i ~ h t e r s ,  32 ni&t 

fi@texs, and, l l O  carrier-based Seafires, a t o e d  of 670 %e 

numbex was suf"Eicient for ,an orii2nmj operation but f f the G e r m  axld 

Ifdim air forces should reac3t sharply tho nmbcr well be imde- 

quato becrsuss of the IizirPtied tiae tihat each  plan^ could onerate over the 

beaches mtf. becauso the lan&h ~f the patrol was certain t o  result In 

ear ly  ~ i l o ' l  fatime. Tor there reasons it vaa r r c a g d 3 e d  from the begfn- 

ning th~t  the first mtjar object i re  of t h e  grounfi forces mst oe !lontecor- 

vino airfield, three d l c s  i n l a d ,  ,and that nrrir-~tion en&neers would 

have t o  go arhoro imeBately 3eh3rtd the ground forces f o r  the  purpose 

o f  oonatluctfag landirzg. st xi^^ in the Paestun Farther, i t  was 

planned f assuming th% Ikntecomino ~ m u l b  be taken on E-&as or 3 plus 1) 

t a  T3.y i~i fighter squadrons QE: follows: 
> a  
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D plus 2 or XI nlus 2: 4 ~qwdrons of Spitfires (EAT) and 
1/3 sqmdron of nightfigat ers 

D plus 2 or I) nlus 3: 9 sqwdrons o f  Snitf iras  ( f ! )  

i3 plus 3 or D plus 4: 5 symdrons of P - 4 ' s  (TI.S, 1 

D plus 5 or D plus 6: C squadrons of :A-86 ' s (U. S. j 66 

f b n  sntablished 6t&oro those unitn would be d e r  the control of the 64tn 

Fig*ter liinr;, XI AS. k5 

T h i s  b d l d - q  was t o  continua steadily after D p l u ~  6, .orovlired air- 

f i e l d . ~  were a v a i l a b l e - - I  c e m t ,  provided the IZaples conp2e:c m a  in 

f i l i e i l  htumils--eo .t;h~t by ll ~ l u s  23 (7 Octo'oer) it m a  zlmned t o  have on 

tile n n i n l ~ a d  36 sqwdTans o f  sin~$Le-en&$;ins fichters, 7 squadrons of li@t 

oombers and fighter-bom'bera, 8 aqudrons of sedilzra lambora an& 5 squadrons 

of Coastal illr Force nkmes, n to tca l  of 56 scimdrons;. 6 6 

O f  great ftqortmce t o  X I  ASC in, its naltiple goo of protecting 

shf-pp5.w mrl tho bcsehcc, coori i inr i t in~ with the gouud t r o o ~ s ,  anr9 direct- 

ing air recodf ismce vmn tho dcciai on t o  s e t  @ & fi &ter dirsctor con- 

trol on ~Mpboard. 53s US8 &ncoa, fJ.a$:shP- for tlpo carm,mfier o r  the 

Yent~m i T ~ i , ~ n l  Fa& f ome,  WGU chosen as tho it iroctos voeool f o r  a l l  land- 

based f i&%ar aircraft in tho assault wee, lhj, Gear Adwin J. Eouse, 

c~lrcmnding MU, 8 oificerc and 9 enlisted men of XTX ASC, 1 officer  

and 2 enlisted aen of TZF, 1 officer each f rom khc 31et mil 53d F%@ter 

Grourrs, 20 enlicted nan from the 92'7th S.fgn,s;L Battalionr 9 enlisted uen 

fron the G4fa Fi&ter Xng, ad. 2 1.23 o f f i c o x ~  m3 2 enlisted men were 

t o  cornrise the jirau9 tlhfcu would direct tlna f2&1ters f rom ti;e m. 

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EOI 2958 
www.MtMestas.comwww.MtMestas.com



BliS H a ,  :d th  4 offioers ana 3 enllsCod roen fG S I X  ASC, 64th Figator  

:;in&, 2nd D D ,  110ul.d G ~ F V O  as the auxilirxy f i s t c r  control sMv, ~ d t h  

USS a as ct,andSr~. As soon as f i p t c r  squadrons vere ba~led on 

tho mainlad, Gcncrcl Eousc asd U s  control pursorrsrel w a d &  ~.p aaehore 

direct e-u%soqucnt Mfhtor cporrctioas iroa the buadqwters of ;";I1 BSC, 

which k.0-d be esta'blished as close ar~ nossiole  to the hfradquaztsrs of 

tho Fifth. A m y .  6'1 

Inasmu& as tho nrim.ry role ox" g6i; v:oulSi be t o  yrovida t h o  

sxoected that very little ~ i r  efl'srt Tor direcl swport of ground t~ooos 

noving i a t ) n d  would be amilaole until after the nrinary ~ d n  hii been 

aftainea, Eouever, tho 111th Observatf on Squadron FX~S iilaced under tns 

cantxol of X I 1  AoC for recomissance o o t a  ?lamed m B  on call, Zaoticd 

recomaisa~ace aircraft :;ere to call tihe w i d l c :  ret~miai: fro= tl-refr 

z-iesSons, and hotxilea interrogation results were to oe sent ~g rad5o 

fron IIeadqmrters, XI1 , b G  {fkcr), in Sicily, to the after %he plraes 

imd l~aded .  Gra-ant5 .trooys w l z i c h  fount1 themselves in need of direct 

myport by f i & t e r ~  m 4  fighter-bomucrs tfoPld send t h e i r  requests f ar  air 

assistance through t h d r  &ivisio=l hez&qw~texs, wdich woulii pass on 
. . 

the request t o  Air Smart Control, Hmdqwte~u ,  bIZ i b J ' l ,  Tmtasles 

were se t  IBJ fn various b r i ~ d e s  ancl ~ v 2 s 2 o n s  for the p - q o s e  of c~xnr~mnL- 

catis5 with the m. 68 

Air-Yavj Z f d s ~ n  was est~5Iished by nasi-ng three mv31 offfcers 

fro3 the :;erntern llavu3. Taalr Farce t o  XId One off icer  trained P-51 
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t- 

pi lo tn  in spott ing p r a a a k a ;  tho other t t ~ o  wore t~ act on rcqueats fran 

naval IOWCOB ZOP fl&t;er cover and d l  for s p o t t i n g  ylsnea, 69 

AWxua !&aakbw. me fourth mz,jor task of Che air forcps vas Do 

tz%msaort an6 drop rrbtever sf rbome tros.ps Gmeral Xceahowsr A.@t 

decide t? eqlog .  dwinfc ttnd after tke a s s m l t  nerioii. As soon as kIri13(Ai7C3i: 

r?nd been p r ~ j e o t e J ,  pL,.ras were mide for dro~9inp; one reg inenh l  conbst 

tes11.3 (rela;orce8) of tha 82il :Gr%orno Et-;l;.ion north of i;?-rlep for the 

p m o s e  of cisstro:rin~ brid~es!  ave? the l.'olhtllrna Mver :md otlzamise 

aelasn.; enezr ~ O T C B S  midng south. Sdorsquoatlp, i t  was t o  r d  bhdraw 

nZonz high gro-r13t,II t o  t h o  so~~ttzeast or tavard :7znlsa for a junr=tlon uith 

thc Fim"2l'a ,"irrn~. 5hs 82d hot3 at once beeu n o ~ ~ d  from Sioi1;r t o  & ~ T ~ ? J v L ~  

( k i s i a )  f o r  re-eouip~irrs; t ~ ~ f ~ 3 . n . : ~  3~ I Sa2I-rteE;lber its :iir xLssf on 

Lad bcen sade sLi&tl;? mars m.%iitious: it was t9 %md on the ni2h.t of 8/54 

Sentexbar by glider and paratrod2 drop near tha Volturno, 175th the iatsn- 

t ion  of s a i d n ~ ;  m d  d~fzjlldiia~ the t ~ t m  of Ct%yx3 pad adjaoent 3 i x f i e l d ~ ,  

as woll ns declro~ng the near-b.; bridsen o-~cr  *he T o l t w ~ o .  for  this  

operati on 157 0-.2'lt s mil 0-5Lia ;L.G& 157 ,bco gl iders  of the 3lst Txoaa 

Bwrier :;Pns 23C 90 C-&Is  and C-SJis sf the 52d ;:in:; were t o  be eqlo:reil-- 

s tots sf 247 aircraft and l f j7  ,$iders. Su3serrusrt c%agas Pn n ~ r z n ~  re- 

suited in the 5 l a t  Y i n ~  ueiny comitfed s'or 137 ~drcraff and 137 &iderg 

md t h e  5% Ying for 183. aircraft for onerations on a d  aftes D - & ~ , ~ ~  

In preprxztlan for theso oyarztfons the 5lst m d  526 ::ings initl,zted 

refro&\@r cowces in n%(?hc forration flyins:, glL6.e~ tr&n3ng, b*sd para- 

chute fn f~s try  Uoooin,n. b;win,r tile Z s s t  TJ~S': of A q p ~ t  the two vdn;ys 

- 
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1 1 au Clew q e c i a l  traininy: f 1% ghte. rhese were coadnct"e'~e,~ nirbk: ' 

dist=~ncea,  &on zones {DZ' s) , InnCing zones, and objectives s i m l ~ t i n g  as 

near as possi'ble the onas w h i a l  would be encorntarad durlng the actxml 

AtTiSXfCIl orerz.tion. Pox exramle, on 2'7 A u g s t  the 52d. fnng fle:: frooi 

%iroum, tSnrou& the Ee~y:la corridor, nrounCL P,mkelleria to BoufScha, to 

i d T ,  and then sinulakec3 dropying tho 505th Faraahute Idantry 

Seb-iment on n sclscte1 DZ 2-1/2 nllns sauth~~crst of 3 f f  thvitle, On the 

23th the 52d flev t o  I!df:t pad returned thwu_& the 1:omstir corridrrr t o  

the DZ. Ch both $rips the crew8 were familiarized with m ~ a l  visu?,l tmd 

R I ; L T ~ ~  d d s  a d  1r2th tho em?loyrr,ant of Eebeccn-3msm (grom&-air comnuca- 

tions) , 0* 33 an& 31 iLumwt the 'vim v~inqn held conbined training exercises, 

tho latter t r i p  b%iIIc a final aress re3ecireca for ~L'I 'JG-<I~ .  On t:ls 

flight m b .  m,za e~ployed,  an3 uso wan al,so made of three .oathfinder air- 

cral t . 71 
On 2 Scgto~3us  unite of TCO bet= moving t o  s t a d u ~  cfrfie1d.s in 

Sicily,  and on 5 anti 6 Septenber T C h r v e d ,  tho combat echelon of the 826 

Mr oome C i t i s i o x ~  fron Eairou;llm t o  south~m $icily. 72 

Chu~, waf 1 &oad of  E-hour oa &&~y, r~i'&' co:mleted %hs necessary 

glans and ~ r q ~ ~ r a t i o a s  for cnrr;rjing out itis fmrr ~1 tasI:s of neutralic- 

ing the cnerJr air forces, retrzrdina or nrcveating t'as movezant of Axis 

forces inzo the nssaut area, ~rovidinc air vrotection for the convoys, 

the nsnccults, sn& subsequent mercttfons, %dl f inally,  tx;-tnrnoxting and 

ilrop9inz a i x ~ o r n a  troops. 

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EOI 2958 
www.MtMestas.comwww.MtMestas.com



dozen othsr fadm incident t o  a successful AV&~PL:CH~~Y'PO~I'~;. 5h-s maJori%;r 

of those jobs were tho ~ e q o n z i b l l i t y  of Coastal  fir Force w h i c h  was t o  

clefend the t e r r i  Lor37 held bg the *"315ea (except on tha eastern coast of 

Sf of lg r:hore Oeaert .Ur r?oroa had tho reqoonaibility) , t o  wrotoot the 

norm1 ikfiterrtraean convoy-s, t o  attach: A x i s  oonvays and naval units (1d.t;h 

which job Stx+%tegic *mulct nssifit whors fessible) , f o carry out antisu3aarins 

recommf ssasce anb strikes, m d  t o  arovide air-sea rescue facilifiss. 

A13 o f  these tasks had 10nc been tho norm1 res?onaiuility of Ooastfl, 

and only i n  the ra&t%er of air-sea rescue has it necessary t9 idce snecial 

~lrovisions for Coctstcalt a operations during the invasions.73 

me first sten to-mrd taking cme of the crews which night l m d  in 

321s Byrrheatan Sea bcb~een northern Sic f ly  nnd R5lerno was to occmy several 

sn%ll is laads which lay n5rth of the S i c i l i n n  coast md which could be 

nsc8 as bases for aa-vigztiaml f;lcilities, netkicfl su>~2is?n, rescm 

l~unches, etc .  On 22 Au+gwt a szl,l uwal pnrty took over the tt.*o aost  

inportant 03 these i a l ~ z d - s ,  Linari Rad ~tro~3011.~* Tho next o t ~  m s  t o  

incrsnso the size of the air-sea comunication mil resczze 0rgxiizat;ion 

FIIICL w a g  elrecdy sat u*, zxnder t9c. PPG 242 Groa:p, Coastal .ALr Force. As 

finally ~rorkcd out ,  t-lns plan srovfded that the Air-5sa Eescue Cantrol ati 

Ha.^~dqwters, 243 Gr o q  and th~: air-sea resoixe or,wizations of the 

9 Bizorlie an$. funfs Sectors would remin t h a  sana as h a r e t s f o r ~ ,  m d  thst 

the follotrln,~; n d d i t i o m  facilities umrild be nrovideQ: 75 

I. H:O -, avai33ble D - 1 t o  D f! 5, ooerating in an area 
Petween 3B0E t o  3g030r :I an9 1Fi050' 3 t o  1# 3 o:e., in asquare 
locnt ed about half -w~y between Prancm2, Stcf Zy, aria Salernd , I J ~  th 

and, nedical facilitf es. ,ma tri tn tdrelas~ and POL f o r  use bs 
rescue boat e pinil planes. 
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2. Tie Islnnd of Uat ica ,  4-5 rcdles :nE? of Palerm, with two 
GontrolLers, lvfl, napi@tioml fncilf t ies ,  a ca%le t o  Palemo, 
rrlelilcal sumLLie3, etc, 

3. fua Ialnad of S,zlim,,,in tixe L I D E F ~  Grom, soao 39 ni les  
- & - . r i  of the :%lazzo Peninsula Lfn X2 ~ l c i l 3 ,  wfth the sac factl9tfes 
as Ustica. 

4. Honiny and landink; f acilitf  t?s a% 'l'em~irii and Vori zzo in :l.i 
Sicily. 

e 5. A control-center for  air-sen rescue i n  tho ATT-U:JHE area 
at P d e m o ,  

6.  Zleven ur ine  c r f  t , t t re l ro  PBY's, ::zllrusee and. :;ellinzbons 
for search and rescue, one s&dron of 3is2e,vs for sear& aad. din&; 
d r o ~ i i l g .  

f-&Pf s other jobs were t o  neot reqy2rooents f o r  air tr,?ss:~ortation, 

other than for cir'burne t r o o p s ,  ,nil t o  conduct str;zte~ie~dL and tactical 

XI1 A i r  forco Service Corxamd. 331 ~l.T.39 I?M rsmonsiblu far Ene move~snt 

of al l  &r Corps paasengers freight; St exercised a limited =om% of 

sdminf ntx&iiivs control over IIecUterrmean A i r  Txmsyort Servlco wZ&, 

since ihme 1943, had Ladled the t z a ~ q o ~ t a t f  on of al l  ahasensera and 

frei&L n9t of ilir C o q s  origin: an& it controlled .t;he Terry P i l o t  Serviee 

which delisexed aircraft t o  dmofs and conlat d t a .  Ihe sett ing up of 

nissions, t:hhclth~,r f a r  ferrz-ing or for the m v a e n t  by ~3.r of passewers 

In =dGitlon t o  t h o  nomi& j o b  of noviu,-: y l ~ a e s ,  passengers, and 

frelghti it was smecf ad qmcird jobs would be reqyired of tho air 

&%:4 cm.n~t;llccd that 'Iprovided %he t3oMcnl  situation will aerzdt ma air- 

or~era+edll in s g p o r t  of thc inva~ions: 
b --a,-. 
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ZJIJi-li5 

1. he~gency  eervloe for the dropping of supplies By parachute, 

2. Bergency s a m i o o  s'or %he delivery of su~liss t o  ,an airfi'isld 

fa ITIiSJ980GL b r c u  ol" the diIZT4iZT aassa~g . 
3, Eegdsr service for the aellvary of ordn.utce storecr. 

4. k'rr:ccuation of  casual tf eo. 77 

Por oarrflng o u t  thosa coimitnents, plmea of ti?@ 29 sqw~drons of 

operntiana the CG, 'Troop Cezrrlar C;ommit, %n collauorrrtion with the .iO;I, 

BAG 2 l L  Erom, krn8 or3ercd t o  ectr31ish an ndt-mce control a lon~s ide  Heaa- 

fighter nrotoctioa, ,ad far hmdlial.; o&er m.ttcrs incideat t o  Troop 

Carriar acti-aitiert in thc forward area, '/ 8 

Photo roconnalnamoa ~ : o U d  be IxmUed uy tnc ~orthicot :iivriczul 3iioto 

Eeconnaisee3uce ;;%ng, =cant for n sa4J.L ~ ~ r i l o ~ t  OZ tact ical  recomaisrmce 

rrhich w a ~ f l d  bo psrforr*i?d dbg t* ie 112th OirsermtjZon Squamon, assigried t o  

I 0 .  IiIi~?x; was C O ~ O S Q ~  of the 3d Photo F;econnaTssmce C r o i ~  (U. S. ) 

t?&i& ha& in it aavm sq~dror t s  of ,&rar&f;. A ner; groan, tha '0. S. 6tn, 

eqlipped v i t i  I?-3S1s, was soneduled t o  arrive in ~ e ~ t e n b a r .  '" %kk~: ha& 

been taking nictures of Itdim cities,  hnrcors, r&.lroads, airdrones, 

and other inntallations eince the days of the P W s i m  cwafgn.  In June 

o w r  IteLr. In :lug;uct f t flew 628 sorties (dm of rdlfcfi were svcces6fU) , 

a rajoritl. of \r'Mci.r were over iminlen& targets, m d  too?: thousmd:: of 
-c-_-- 

- =  - , - - -  . .. 
~ ~ P - + T F * - *  , - 

; i" -- 
; * '* 
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'. - 
v e r t i c d  and oblique photogra~hs, A portion of the vzrtlcals, coveriq 

tho P-VALAiJCHZ mii d2ik'iO:;li mean, 126 been en2a~ged z'ar detailed. stuQ:: 

the low o-uliques hail bcen m o t z t a d  md mda into rt schenatic ma?,  

~ r i n t e d  md i3stribnt;ed t o  m l t s  as far dokm the Llne zs battalions. 
80 

m d c e  $O:~IT~J& Qasfc t o  FJQ- ,?lr force opcratlos, ,and esnoci~~l l jr  

fq~or t :mt  in the l~t'ruching of ztn invasion, i~ the ~:ork of ths zir service 

co~f~r l~~ld .  -%I P2SO ~uxmli~it the U. 3. G ~ T  force v;ft;h its garrjline =wd. 

tosios; built, i n r o v e d ,  a d  x~iritoincd its airfi@l&s; admini eterad its 

niril.so~es; grovidcti revrdr md. rtdntenLmce f o r  its ~ i r o r z f t ;  cad h m a e d  

its Air COVE ~iunplies. It asr.tn%Ied the hm&reds of r c m l : ~ c e r ? t ~ ~ ~  fif~?ter 

czlrcrr,ft 'rhid~ irere b r o ~ h t  i n t o  the tficr.tcr on aiPf~~3otrrd. 12;s arsctian 

aoints put toyether tho C&&4 ~ X d o r s  w h i c h  t ~ o u l C  'so used &wing t h o  in- 

t-asion, erecting 555 between the n f d a e  of enL 1 3d.r 198'3, ~md an 

ed6.i tioX13J. 3x3 riming July m d  ~~.Iq~ar;t. F~i3.6 was d l  nox;con:nt; * be2dn&- 

the-li~e-of-scrim~.3f:e work, but XI1 i S 3 C  w:cs also ~Ckredule& to -anrt2cin:~t9 

ct i rcct l~ .  in irV&-Z7JZd. 2i&teen officers a d  194 enlist cd men of IXI ,dr 

Service Axea Coa";.ud (one of the three lower echclonx o f  Sf. S S C )  G;C~ 

sdoordim::te w i t s  of Sikpnl. Corps, Or&C~a~e, m d  qu?r t er;:ist er C o ~ g  were 

67 vehicles from an endsecr battalion, n cwtcr=.ster c o m n s ~  rmd ,m 

or6nzzce boxb d 2 ~ n o c c l  squad ?;ere t o  rso-re from 7srth .ifriea ,an& go ashore 

inmcdir t c k  behind ths asa~: IrZt  t r o o p ,  Faese. air s e r d c ~  rcen were t o  

RIP force s u . - ~ l i  sc f ros; the benchcc t o  dmvs and fro:! dwps t o  airfields 

so Ylat the fir-in EIGW.&~OIIS 01" r'igaters woU6 be able to onerate at the 
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air ~ a r v i c e  t r o q s  askore. 83 

x , & & - ~ ~ h m m  
By 1 SmtecBer, then, drtudlly al l  of the basic nlmw for the role 

t o  be plGed by the RSr farces in fiVilW;;Crf2 ~d been coqleted,  and the 

bulli: of %ho ~ ~ r n ~ x a t l o n s  noccgsary for the caxr,t4ng out of. the nlms hiid 

been f in2~hed.  Tien, with a Z a o ~ t  drarx~tic sud&omexe, certain of the olane 

an& preprrntiano had t o  be W g e a .  

The cklmges stemed bz&: t o  the m%ddle of the summer when I:ussolini's 

?aacict gorernmnt bnd been o~~~rtIaro.rm. Zhereaf ter , the @vem-tent of 

: hrsh1. Pzdoglio began n;<:ing alms for r.rifikdra,kd.n~ I tsl:; f r o n  tho wax, 

plarn~ which rere bstened b~ the z511iest canqxest of Sicily; anit in 

mi ,waistice end an ItaIirm surrender. On 18 A w ~ t  Qenersl 4 1 s e ~ ~ ~ e x  

tu.ao inl'or~oa "02 -tho CCS t hu t ,  with the mproml of the kreslDerit rmd t h e  

Erima I i i r i c t e ~ ,  he tnc t o  son2 one mericcn and one i>ritisS. officer to 
I 

Lisbon t o  r g s o r t  t o  the 2r l t ish wbasssbor and t o  meet Ccnerd '8C;l Denoral 
& 

Castallam, Italim irrza. General flCq would Ire given artistice t ems;. 

General EiserS.iourer was t o  decide the day an3 the hour on which the end of 

j iasti l i t ias t~ouZB be announced EB& in effect: the 1tnllo.n govesnment 

woad proclain the surrender im3edl~stsS.y after it h.d heen cmomced b ~ :  

General 25 srrhower. IhJ . Den, ..d.ter i a .  Snifh (D, 3. ) , who was General 

3l.se&ovi.;or' e chief of ~taff, md Yiri gac7A.e~ 1:. if. Strong (~rit.) were 

eeat t o  Lisbon. 84 
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Pxopeca of the nepp-;otiations during the rcr~AnSer o f  A w s t  l e d  

General ~3comowsr t o  the aonclusi~n t m t  in a1 nrobability an ,KUle&- 

1tallt-a ar~Asttico tm~J.d be eitpcd before Y SeptcnBer, P-&3? for kV&-UTCB3, 

md he began r i c i n ~  preyLan,tions f o r  .t&:hg q~Adz ~ : d ~ i i a t ~ t p  of a w i t h -  

&ratml of I t d i y  frort the war b y  a strokc declgned t o  seize tho Fore area. 

Such n stroke anpeared necessary t o  %he Allied Co~ader-in-Cnief fox 

several rec~ons. me G e m  octu~a-bion of I t d y  had. becore so strong as 

t o  c k g e  ma, ter in l l~  the satimttes on which A Y ~ U 9 Z i U  had been or i&mtly  

~ Z r m s d ,  L,arge Eer~xm reserves In northem I t a y  could be used agg~escivel:~ 

whenever the G e r m  co3c.ador aeaired. A l l i ed  air action could delal; the 

norezcnt n of such resorvorr out could not corqle%el:r garitlyzcz cornmi ca- 

tions. ?he Ital%an~ were LOTS frightened a9 f3emm-i stracgth nnd rmrisas 

than of tho Yareat of filf ed inmsioo or even of Alltod borcbfng. 5hey 

rrertt especially c~ncerucil aaout Eone and it zbppwed 4 h ~ t   the^ would no% 

ny;ree t o  an m a i ~ b l c e  m e s s  asoured of belg in that area. It seemed 

to 2i~onLov~r that I% tfou3.d be a good @121be to send one Allied did.sion 

into tkte Eon3 area b e c ~ x ~ s s  t h ~  sucoeas of kV&d:5d3 dght turn on 0%- 

tatnfns enough I t a l i * ~  help t o  d c l a ~  mteri,121y the movement of German 

forces 3nto couthorn I t a l y .  85 

022. the %anis of thsna con&itlons Q e ~ c m l  3swhower decicled t o  m 1 o y  

one airborne ditrision fn the 3ome sector, -0rov2Bed he cauZd be sufficientla 

assured of the gocd 2aitli of +he Etali.zns. On 3 Senten?"Der a short-term 
3/:- -- ., 

arniatice was s l tyed  a t , ~ ~ a c u e e ,  SiciLg, by Oebexal 6 d t h  for General 

Ei ecnh~~ier aad Oeaeral Gastollano for l-hrshal Esdoglio. ! ~ O D ?  Carrier 

Camnd tras imecliately notir'ied that on the night of ~-1/35-&y it would 
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&TFX-15 

br~%?~onor t  n t a ~ k  rorce of the 82d N r u o r ~ e  U d s f o  

operrstion mies d v e n  the code m e  GXiLi!i XI. 

Cn 6 Sqtelrber, after several da3's of eonversatfone with Genere1 

Castellaw, Genera2 2sexhower cabled the CCC $he Ie%ect s ta tus  of his 

plans for &e invasion. 3~fT6 Li, r:;lreadjr launched ma moving ahead accard5ng 

t o  schedule, t:a,s t o  rewln unch=*nge&, rItJAULiJU also zqas unchrtnged excmt 

In the ant ter  of eqlofiag aSrruorne trood~.  BIB 826 Division, origtmll;f 

~cheiluLed to be used in d i r e c t  su~port of rl.ViILdUJ b ;~  being drop?ed in 

the Canm area,  auld not 'be so ~ ~ o j - * e c I  bnt instead would be dropped In 

tho Eone area on the night o f  %1/ b@v. !&e Ibl ieaafwho wero preanrf ng 
\ - -  , v  , .  

airfields at Guidonie, Itit toria , Oerneterf , and  kca are ( a l l  Pn the 50me 
f 

comlex) ta  xeceirc the t roop  cr~rP&r plcses the P E ' ~ R ~ X Q ~ ~ T ) O ~ B ,  would 

wldertzkc t o  protect tii6 f ie lds  zsinst the Gerfiaa m a  would ~ r a v i d e  

t;rznsporta%Zcn, s ~ ~ g p l l e n ,  extrit amunition, etc. 5'he task of the tr2d wo-dLd 

De t o  assist the f tsli~lls in areventing n C;er;l;ea occupation of Eons. 87 

11% 0239 hours on 7 depteaoer ijrfl~:. Gen. l~hmel l  D, ,aylar of the 

E2d and Uol. 'tilllim 2. Gardiner of Troop Carrier leit Falcmio for Zone 

for  the yumosa of c o q l e t i n ~  arrm~erents for the execut;fon of W-4iT Ii. 

fn Eono *he two officers speedily became convinced that the mission muld 

meet rdth disastar: t h o  Ge=tlls L.td bui l t  l;p> their strength in the F:otr,e 

sea, and ha6 stopped the flov of tpsol ine an6 munitions t o  the Itelfm 

t r o o ~ s ;  tho ftalimr: hcd aucrcaw2ttea the-~safves ,and were in no powition 

to render effective aid t o  the nlrucrrie troons or t o  #marantee the ~ c , c u Z t y  
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Tnus on the coo of t i c  Iauching of Ay7id.dd33ii ri,ZI, 02 the o r f g i n d  

nZnns vcro in effect with one excention: tharo i ~ ~ u l ~  be no droa of air- 

c a m e  troops fn the rck4on of Cap= for %he p q o z a  of atop-oing the 

southtrard novenent of  D c m m  reinforcements for tha 3,zZerno area. 

& Qner~iAons, J,& --a m t e m b ~ ~ ~ .  

:kilo .orclisin~uy talks bettrecn rc~xissontatit*os of General doenlaower 

and ILrs1;7,1 3adoglio rc1cCtive to t a t l o  surrender of ItL?l:* imilrbeen i r i  

process, tmt i ~ ,  fro9 Zlr; ~lugust to  the ~ i g n i n s  o f  the a m i s t i c e  on 

3 Ser~lolriber, l&%?'a Tactical AIr 3'orca had o,ner,zted on a very lfrdtcd 

ccale. Its ~ll3.t~ WQXQ enml;ed. fn ra&rou~in~;, reorgtnizing, nnc~ res t ing 

in nrcparation for the intensive oyerations which would lagin ~hca 3xfi3:BI 

r;ao launaed. 2ais rrns partfcul-.rl:* true of the fighters fichter- 

boa3ers. Strateac , hcvmver , k d  beerr busily enc-&:ad in smashing 

Itnlinn c i t i cc ,  ~ o r t  f a c l l i t i ~ s ,  I.I/YJ s ,  A/:Y s, rail mQ mnd bridges ,md 

other Instsllhtions. The outline air ~ l m t  f a r  XVALJICkLX ?ad tho p l m  for 

dA11;"O;L: h,?d provided th~t m to 2 Swterauer Strategic ~ ~ o u l d  attack onear 

n i s f i  elds in rroutherza. m d  ocntral It&l:; xLth suffieicrct forcc t o  prevent 

effective owilG-u? a d  755th t2c object of ford% the enemy to L I O T ~  hihis 

u i r  units t o  zore nartberlg f i e l d s ,  thereby neutrrt2izPnc tihe i d s  air 

a ~'orco an f z ~ r  aa operations against di'~Y5.Q.l"7 m a  Z h X d 2 2 d  ::ere concerned. 

h e n  $his reqifirenent lseen ]act the r e : ~ ~ i n i r i ~  zmil5ble air e f fo r t  was 

to bo directed- n,dnst eiiang co::,anications and other suitable targets, 

the attccks being deni,aad t o  retard tne movanent of resezves into the 
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StratadcTc ste::da attsolzs on ItiaZina i3lr~;r"mes during tho swmer 

t a B  yut it in s positian 0;- 18 BU&UB% t.rhere It did not have t o  concea- 

t r n t e  on :sirfields uut could CEvide its attach Setrseen thiit t;ye 01' ob- 

jectim ancl co~an ica t io r r s  facilities. LS a fliztter JZ fact, Strategic * nad slrerntly neutrallzeG drtXtlly all sf tho nore iqortmt drl'itzlds in 

rev-them Itnlz  idth the exception of Fogit,i~& an& iix satellitea:93 and 

f r o m  tho end of thc S i c i l i m  c m y L @  to the 18mching of oAiEO;iX, n l ~ o s t  

all of its mcJox assaul ts  were a;irected  dust ~:/i" s rad rai1rap.d jmc- 

tiono tnd atr\tions. I ! / T ' ~  constituted rca ~ u a ~ ~ ; p c  goo& t p o  of comuni- 

cations t c r~e t  i n  southorn Italp. Fror Eanler so-akh there were only four 

shoas (one: wjor and three ~: imr)  for repair aad xnintenmce of loconotf ~ e s ,  

znd 0-y 10 I;/-i!s (ouoluZin~ jrindisi and Lecce,~thicrr were of no imortmce 

93 in the strategic situntron]. 

The greater pcwD of the s-appLies: w h i c h  supported the k x i ~  i'orees fa 

~0uthel.n Italp had t o  cox0 dola the mrraw ,oat from the northern p l r t  

of tho yenln~ula ,  v~netbsr tkcy ori~4,inated fn the PO Yalle~--vhich contained 

three-fourths of I taPyl s Sr;ilz~~trf a1 inntallatlona--or 113. Oerr-ritn;.. In 

noving dorm the Soot the su~~liss had t a  waoa bhTo-wb one o r  mre of 

three railroad bottlanecks: Rose, liaples, md Po&$&. T 1: thoss points 

could be saclshed the transf~ort;&ian of :rvf nen 'and mter i~1  doim the 

Tyrxhenian cocaat to the I o u  m d  dmm the Adria-tic O Q R E ~ ~  t o  fhe Eeol vroalr?. 

be scrfousl; kiandicapped. 5ha :l/i" s at Fome w d  I'zplcs hail d x e a b  been 

h i t  h.rd, but the :?/H at F08i$a, altho* it h.d been 6nmgeii, was sti3.3. 

in full, o_naratfon, In order t3 coimlefo the  fa$!= of cuttln); comunications 

cad at tho sme t ine  t o  lay' tile faua&tion f o r  the 30-3 f solnf;in$ the 

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EOI 2958 
www.MtMestas.comwww.MtMestas.com



THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EOI 2958 
www.MtMestas.comwww.MtMestas.com



:&REI-LB 

two battlefieL3.e, FogLda sho7XLd be !mo&csrl out 

E m s  Co ::a~les, 1Tqlss t o  To&;li,, 173.p1ec. t o  Salcmno, cud  Snlemo t o  the 

Inate? sho'3.d bg tn*edce8, vith cone attcztlon be$% oaid t o  a few Ice;. 

wata north of 2038. 

a LUZ s-i;a,rtod t h i s  find. ~ h s u  of the prelininaqv' bod ing  of I t a l ~  

on 18 Al&a:rl.c3t ~dth ,-a &t%uc:r by meUms n p i n o t  th.e xpPi1 Itnes, roads, 

rsad bridges of A.n$tola anil StzleEtL m d  coxglatrd $ho pkr8e on 2 Semtea3~r 

rdtb a corios of 2-17 t?ttaaks nfplnst 11/2"s nt Polzbmo, B o L o : ~ ~ ,  md 

Zrcnto ~3 a 3-3.2 ratit a,zfast the C:tacoLlo :f/yr s.'&  kin,^ these 16 

~CL;~S 1A~' r l "~~  U. 5.  ~ C ~ I V ~ B S  flex e l n w t  l,C03 sorties sad its aedime ( o o t h  

Stratsi4s sad Tactics! ) z"Ze:~ olose t o  2,030. 
95 

The n e a ~ l e a t  attr~ck d1.wfn.g the ~car jod  was cXrecteGX a-plnst ?ofi$i.x, 

~fhlch wa.6 hit on 19 ~ l ~ i s t  $7 666 f ons of 'uosbs: clro?qed bg 162 For.i;resses 

rad 71 Liber:tt~rs, t h e  oriszara target  being thc xailro:.d junztion, a d  

hi t  ahpin on that d g h t  (19/23 B u p s k )  te215a;$ons, AS n result of 

these borfeings $he I5ne; l o  l i a~ les ,  ::drrcdonia, and ~ a r i  were cut, 

B ~ Q X O W  hits \TOZ"Q s~oxed. 0x1 the !:/i"n on near-3, f ~ c t o r l -  b n i l ~ q g s  

n ~ d  traai:a, c~nciderrhle ~L-JL~E 1ra3 infl icted ors .tho loco:~at iva  and re- 

vair shops .and on r o l l i a ~  ots&  in the freP&t s i t l in~s ,  w& the cit:rls 

electric sliistfztfon wars ~ e v a r e l ; ~  rha:.~;ea. :hen the 3ritish 3&th & m ~  

entercil ?o:c:Ln on 23 3e~tez3sr it rmorted =&&,.at these -two stGndrs, 

tocethas "rith lrbter bonlinga , L%d. beer& "nos4 effect5 TZ, '1 the &-IF.,~s sur- 

>assin? all earbier e s t ~ r m t e s . ' ~  

The sacoail Izswiest attack PXGI on Pis%, &elfeered bp 252 3-17qs 

on 33, Axyxt, 453 tons of bor13s beinr: rhsaoed on the : I / Y ' ~ ,  PA ~ i s o r ~ d t  
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f a c l o ; r ~ ,  ms rrorl:s, a2nGz; other inliusiirinl t a r g e t s .  ;:ide-qrend bes-bructlon 

-."%a caused cad ,  in o&dLtion, the r c d l ~ m ~  lines t o  ZegAorn and VcC& ~rgere 

cut , 

%alo,rx~..a, C:aceZlo, PezcLw~ .  ~ U Z E ~ ~  xms hit 37 663 3-17's on 27 

A x u a t :  ' G ~ G  :f/p1s f a d  locon~tfvc rmsir shops were severel;- &uragekZ, the 

mln l ine  t o  Pesc,.i,r:~ I ~ S  blocked, :ma. @,t least tvro erri,losf.re stores vero 

stock w s  heavr @ail tho Line t o  the steel arorlrs VJP"~ cut;. Phe m i d  on 

Eologna 1a:s carried ollC bj 71 Ebrtresscs m O  remlted in the destruction 

of tarehoussa, f ~ c t o r i e n ,  raii rollin*; stocl: ELnd &mz:,r;a t 3  the &dm-Tenice 

rail 39no, Dzrscello was the target for  67 2-24 I s  on 31 August, the rail- 

trr$y station, air d ~ o t  ,an3 !I/Y'F: being Ut. Posc~r;r rms rleitefi by .*5 

Idberatore on Zl ;+u,>st; thero was a he;.v; concont~ation of hi t s  on the 

l !/Y s cad dAf trot hi t  B 01 the  stctf an, engine sheds, a d   rail:?^; bridge. 

supply l i n e  Yhrou&h the 3remcr Pups, Tile l a t t e r  raid. 2 Se~tezbcr ,  1-rac 

effective ou* of all  aroaortion to the, nmber of' plmes involved. ixenty- 

four E-17'3 &obned their Bonbo on tho Sxfdga acruen the Fdvar I60ma. 

destraadn~; the b r i k e  a 2  bloCjcIxlg d l  traffic fron G e r J l b r n ~  to (Ironto, 

nnd on the anlp otlxcr Einrz rminpf south t o  !fer,am, c-attins it, On tae  

sane C q r  18 other ?ortresses cat the Trcrto h9&~..23- bridt;e m d  tht? adJcin- 

iw brl9;;e over t a u  A 6 i ~ c  Fiver. 

-- 
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Fn, I!iddlo L a t  >?era dlrccted c ~ i n s t  tho ll/'i"s r s t  Crotone. ihese 

aftzcks ware on n s d l  ~ c s A e  but vero ez"fecti-rs in diarmting aofivify, 

The ame t h  1,5X sorties flown during %he period bJ ~asd.ims were, 

Ii::o those of the heavies, directeb yrfnciyall;* aminst TI/Y I s  and in&us- 

trPrtl installations 5 n Chair rlcf  nlty. The d q r  atbacks wsro delfvercd 

bp S i p  3-?5 IS  a d  Sf$ :mr 2-36 1 s, the ni&G attaaks 

I, ~~ellin~;%on-, 

The hcctvf c e t  of the attacks of the n e d i u ~ s  n~zdnst : : / 'Xts was at 

Ealerno, vhich v ~ a s  oo=1"&lsd on 2ivo difx'eront ocossionn 2 1 ~  a tof,zl  of 959 

Tkllingtona zmd 118 TJ. S. me3.wzr. Torre &nunziatn1 s ?-://Pi s and steel 

~iorks finished t h o  ~ ~ r i d d  in second nlnae, recaf?ring tlmee attr?cks bg a 

to ta l  of 126 ;fellin&onn a d  51 U. S. ned.im:s. '2ha Z2ttips&5a :I/T1s 

too!; the third hardest pounding, froa 54 kol2iagtona a d  107 B-25's @pa 

3-25 's .  Other !i/l"s w h i c h  ?.ore hit b;?. aoro thm 100 effeo6ire mediuii 

uomber sorties were L-~ersa, Bagnali , Gnscello , rSasert3, m d  V i l l a  Literno, 

a l l  in t ~ ? e  %1)loe area; Len~ventd, nctrfieast of i?,.anles: Par~ata:  m d  

Civ5tavscc~t.a. Yfie p r d s  at Cntmzaro znd Say~f ,  in the Poe. also Vera 

h i t  h m d ,  .?ad the l-I/'l" e a* ?og~$a were bombeb by 52 ':alli&;tons in r, 

follow-192 t o  the aevero B-17 raid. of 19 i ~ x g ~ s t ,  

There vere no l~xge-scCt2e ZicJ2 t  bon%er att~dzs on tae r M a  lines of 

o o ~ ~ u i c . ~ t T o n  curia: the perioe bet~!een tar! end gf tne Sic1 lina c%.maQp 

md the opening of thc I t ~ l f m  csbi~zigp. Tne heaviest effort as ins t  axr 

one targat 1:rc~ the boxbinf: of Lazasia rail us& road juncliion, in tie Toe, 

$he r*iL..41t as-i30~.3or effor t  for ths period inclu&ed boz'b1ng at tacks by 
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.wIE-l 5 

U, S, L 8 6 ' e  an the r a f l  an& rclad junctions at G ~ s t r a ~ l l l m i ,  Cctmzarcr , 

Casgnsa, 2Ycg.s-tro, Lmsaia, rmd Siclax&, the :!/?'s et ~ ' s l l a r a  aad i k p r i ,  

and the t o m  of 6~trc.ro (all &n the Toe), After bsctt in~,  the A-36's 

usually serafed trains a d  trms3ort vehicles. P-40' e attt%&ad bridges, 

a ~ o t o r  t ranspor t  (!</2Is), and barrrtdrs in the Foe. At niy&t, X:&t~-baaed 

:'osqul toes born"oed. md straferl trains, rotd traffic, ,an& rilrfla:~ stations 

on a sail. but M a y  successful acnle. 

As n rosul t of 17-WF ' s attac'cs on the efi8nY1 n l inss  of coamLcat5on, 

wzdch letwean 17 r ' ~ q u 8 t  and. 6 Septeffiber Involved 4,419 sorties f l ~ i . ; n  and 

6,233 tons of banbs droppe8, Allied reconnrdssance af rcraft were aole t o  

report on tho eve of the 1aunc:;iing of  WLLW;~T that the Linen were blocked 

mil nll railt,ny xove~lzqt ha.& cezsed at 51~3, Sulnonz, Cancello, d~versa, 

Lit t o r i o  lI/Y Is ,and BattiyapJfa theye :&.%s linitefi a c t i ~ i t ; . ~  vith rmdrs 

still in Drogreas. In d d i  tior, large rpuiti ti es of rol l ing ctoc:: hzd 

been dest~oged. '37 

Tho oonst,ult a d  Bsstrmctlva a t t ~ c k a  on the ,?xis rail oomunic:ztions 

lorced the eaeuy t;o we wre md sorc ro2.k trhzna~ort int~ southern Ital3. 

mil put LW ~&6itiou3,l ,  strain on fut31 rascrvas, but tho 1iaitat;icrns of 

road trmqort r s  conpred with rail nade the enmy's wro"oen of sui3ply 

increasinrJg difficult. 98 

A bl5tz  on enecz airfields such as hRcZ nreceL~d the Sicilt~a camaim 

was not nccess-;zrT as a prcXu2to t o  ~Ahflfrri, a d  A1JLL"ri;O33, f o r  the O ~ C L  of 

t h e  d P i ~  a3x forces had z lrene  been bro::en. It was necszsnxy o n l y  t o  
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@%-Q %he pol* of ffclds around 3'oggl.r~ a tkrorou;$ going ovar and t o  hit 

again such alrcaQ$- damged Tielas as ahwed g i g i s  of renewed nct2~5ty.  On 

25 I ~ ~ i l ~ t  the Fogtd4t~ c o m l e ~  received u severe pourdirzg. As a prell&nm;r, 

140 SAi- P-38's ca33 La on thc deo:; nsd strafed & ~ r ~ 2 e d  rdrorclft  ; nd road 

ma rail tr.=s2;jzort,ztian in the mea, men cpas 156 B-l7ls, escorted by 

other Eg&tntngo, rfnich droppea ovor 3%0 tcrns of 590-poma G? banns and 

170s. 2, 4, 7 ,  ,and 10. In adafton t o  wrealcinr; havoc rmont: tho zirfield 

buildings, 3% Lezst 4.7 ~iircrzf-b WOXQ de~troyed on thz p o m d  and 13 
SCJ 

&mm g ed, Yfie only other attadrs by ?orzre~ses an enemy airifelds were 

against tha fig$-t;er base at C:mua, I f i t  oy 7'6 nlmas ,  ma the bonber bese 

at Vitor30, at.t;ack,-ed 'p3 35 txircrizf t, ~t both alzces ~3 n w k r  of e x l e ~ ~  

nl?aos wore destrcyeti or cZ.~m,~ed on the f;rounil c?a& at Viteroo Mldings  

EIeav3.t.s of the 1;inElh ,Air Force got in one attac'z ay:dnst ~Jrfields, 

strf:;kn#: $ P T ~  A!C; Ikllffccea fxoa tho XidcUe Smfj flev s few 

sortie* ag,pinst @rottaglie A/D 5n the Heel. IIedim~s nede 01115' one large- 

scale attttc:: on an airfield &wing the aeriod, thit bein6 a e l n ~ t  the 

enoaF Lairc~aft Frore destroyed m B  two iL-=ged. tl~6ims mde n lesser 

attack oa 2 Sqtenoa r  v;hen 12 2-25'2 bombed Brotone s i r f i e l d  h%Zh good 

results. 

In eddition t o  the trio mjor objec t i reo ,  lin~s of co~mut;ication rad 

- -*- 
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@new urds no longer en#igsd in roinforcfnf: outly3ni=\ositions with the 

exce~tion of C2rsfcn tab Oardinfa. O n l y  one vessel was claimed as sunk 

(on 18 L?u::rl.st, by 2-.2St 8 )  , but se;-Gn other vesecls , r a s n g  froa tlsgs 

t o  a dostras.or, were r e ~ o r t e d  d5wa~w;ed. Orie attr.& m s  made on s U-~mt 

and sevoral nlgfit a t tach  \!ere carried oue q p i n s t  convoys, but ~&trlo~t 

~ o c i t i v e  results, 

TRB ~ U J i o d  air attacks doscrioed above had been delivarcd as ~a nro- 

?.%nimr;r ta  t t o  separate maJ. distinct invasicmo of ths ~iainlmd, out,  

beeczuae of the location of tho .weas t o  be assaultsa, the f:re;tter nort ion 

o l  the attadrs serves t o  alrqwze t h ~  vat' s id t , - lneously  Tor both invasions, 

Yaus the sanshinh: of comt~lic:~'cion lfnes in und ctroimt2 lVrmLes and ths 

battering of t9e  nix-15elda rtt Fo&a riare as vaf.uolc t o  ~GA23*2i n a  t o  

i .  Ko:~ever, i t  was n, ceasary in the t~ec'.: i s i eEi t . to l  j* orecs&ing 

AAZTT"O,;~: to f d t f n t e  3 epecinl ssriec of attnuks agatnsti enex;$ posf t ions  

In tar; v t c i n i t g  of Beg&o in ~ r d e r  tcr reduce t o  ,z niniam t h ~  a o i l i t ;  02 

tho &s to fntsrfero rpith tho 1mdin;;s in Vacrt area. These nttac1zs were 

in raccora with the provisions of the dr oublfne plCm for B.%'iPO,,:J for the 

pzrioil D rnfnilc 6 t o  D minun 1, r.~i.lich called for the nreventfng of or- 

canPzoii ~~ovonent  witrsin tho area, bre&in,q un mil illsorg;u~ising of 

swh ni l i t s r ; r  forn:tt,ians ns nl&t ta &iscovered, ,and the rygtenztic 

re&actioa 02 f o r t i f i a d ,  posi t ion6 a d  c i  e~rplncea~nts.  100 

2his ?hare of the air effor t  vrss kmdleil escorted li&t buzbers 

of n ~ x ~ l o n m t c d  on o c c ~ ~ i o n s .  Pi7 15. 4. 2-25's. !&-pica?. exa2,qles of 

the ofsor t  bot.i:een 26 LLumet a d  2 Sc-a+*eiier vere: the  boabin,.; 03 pun 

positions, paz-ticxzlrt.rl$ nf I-eg;io, 5;; 36 U. S, A-32'~ ,md 2 ,  T,"Z 538tans 
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G i o v d  b;~ 12 RLJ 5dtidores on the Butii; and attac.;s on t r o o p  cmcea- 

%rations i n  tho roe on 1 Scytenber bg 24 SAW Bostons and ZzLti~ores, 24 

ff@ Bssti3orss, an& 84 U. S, !litchells.''' 0a 8 Septe33cr the scab@ of 

nttaclr bxis ste2yod an. The ~ o s t  t;uccessful att:id:s ware carried out 3: 

46 U. S. 3-2B1s, 242 &LIE' Boatons, cad 33 W B d t i ~ o r e s  on enemy Amy 

Bezdpuarters at Eoearm and Orti (both in the goa) ; by 45 TJ. S. & B ' s  

and 35 Rl3 and S M  2ostcns an& 3altisares on pa positions east  of %&o; 

.md by 2-5 U. S. and SNZ 2 0 ~ t o n ~  on t r o o y  tt 30n iarira. 102 

';he n t tsc l~e  a~icins t  objecGivus xithin tlna i m e X s ~ t o  v ic in i ty  of the 

~-1F20;Z cr;sr.ult nraa wore on rp s i , L 1  r;caXe; certxknlp there 1.2s no a t t e m t  

nt; saturcting the mca, 8'ncre were tvo reasons for t X s :  first, n core 

landings were to bc m d e ;  second, reconwiiircc&ce rmd sizl'l-scaPe corm~ads 

raids h 6  discloneil that the wi$kLin ?::IF& the Zi&th. ,Wq t.tould 

Inn6 r ~ c z  weS3y def c ~ d e d  8 mfrrhx'~: of far~ii'ieationc rsd. 

oslt ions.  
1 C3 

I t  ~ r z " l i ~  Set ter  for t i e  ,Jlies t o  Ezee? thelr  14w&i2nt: zone a 

==ttf;r for ikr f~s  saeculntion tkz it %?as t o  fino& on* the IlrdteQ CEBT~:; 

Force h d  not been conr;ist;snt~; i.,ctive, It% fighters L X ~  offcrcd soGe 

strong on-ooeition t o  tho Iozbera rsd fithteri; of' Stratt.~*c ,and Tactilcal 

ae the:,- s w q t  over nc*lrLmL %urgets, :a& i t s  bonbers La& unloaded over 
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- 
several Allied targets, Worrcvcr, tho Cerwm f i&ter  reaction was aX:~gs 

s3ott;-  t o  the voint  of being un~rad.ictable, e s c q t  In the i:zwnles a d  

7ogP$a nrras ;~itcre i t  k~as generd1; strons aria tt&;rb~si~*c; and Wlc 

oonber efforl; was sporkiG3.c an6 us&& on a smll scale. 

@ rron 17 ;~ugast tisrouyJ1 ZJ 21u,5~st ni reraft of: F.42 sav very f cw enenr 

_~l l~aes ,  asiL tfiose thnt . tzsro Eeec avoided contact. ilelXinf.;tons, o p e r ~ t f  rig 

zt n i a t ,  encountered. no onnos1 tion, Keavies mCt nedlv:ir: an d s n i o n s  

act I i t t l c  o~voaition szecpt on the 19th ;.a11 29th. Ort the forcer &%a, 

C u r h g  the attcd: on Togs.3a, the first I I ~ C  of ktmfc-3 was zttadred bg 

70 t o  75 ver;-- zr-rsssive IIe-109 a. 2;:-lSOtor ?<s-116's nnd 21O1s, m B  

I& -532'5, of rhfch nm5er 34 I.;E?TO destroyed mci nine nrobablt;. dertroycb, 

ZIT-@ 3-1"T s =md t f i xco  P-Z3 vcrc loot  or xiacing, Dne of the 2-17's was 

destros-ed Ba air-to-dr 'toz?Xng. rhe second rrwu otter the t a r ~ e t  e;rr ham 

Intor OIE'AS intercanted * ~ y  ozly three enerq aircrdt. C h  the 23th one heavy 

cad ono rccdim attscl on Geserta each net 15 t o  30 enenrg nlme:: whlch were 

o n l ~  si16l8 a~gressir;~. wdnst the bombers but were ver; agpaso2vc a,wic~ t 

t h o  fi&tsr escort. Lossea on both ~ i a e ~  were swd'i. and about eq-1. *;n 

attad:: n{.;ainst 2cie~;ento on the s r z s  h g  e;lcowrt~-tred 15 t o  20 enerr,z 

planer, wi th  ~ O S S C P  ?.gain Z ~ ~ S ~ C G G .  

1;wing: $his r l ~ ~ 5 0 r l  the GLP 3o:jber effort vae aireoted cWyt.lnst 3 ize r t e ,  

t-high VBE hit on  17 ,air. 18 : L U , ~ I U . ~ ~ .  Xa each of t ~ s s e  r:dds tho enmy crae 

over tho tctrget in two wnvcs, the flrst containiw sonc 4 plmcs ~arl the 

secoaa around a. Ibost of the attac2ers were Ju-Ed's, a ~ p s r ~ n t l p  fro3 the 

F0~5i;f.z **ad ':it erbo 6 0 r m l ~ x e s ;  the reminder were ;:%-ILL ' s , arrwarently - 
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AUH4-15 

from Salon in sou 

freighter ~;e"jexe'I,:;~ dr+wl~-ed, kt13 other small vessels kmczg<.,ed, aos,s oil 

instnllntions i lwtro~ed. ,  and 22 ntl i tzry versome3 i~icre >d/led PAC 215 

t;omded. C4ema.n losses to ta led  14: nl~tlies, 4 t o  All leri  aircraft pa6 10 t o  

,U fire. 1C4 

P z i n s  the week of r?l-27 Augz~t the nrincinal enemy def encive fighter 

effor t  contirsuail to be mace in .the L'anles and Ko,y$a areas, emecinlly 

ki the fom.er t;hero the Lxie seexed Lo haye conccritr~~tcd t h e  uest nllovbr. 

L'ven in thasc " to "hot sectors ,  h~ucver, the d e f ~ z ~ i r r  effort was 

neculiar ly q o t t y ,  mnnrelztl$- bbecaimc fhe enemy ttas not able  t o  cops ade- 

quately 13th nore tha one bon%er S o r a t i o n  ctt n time, 5or em-ple, when 

cedtutls attacked 7illa L i t o m  ,and ncnr--or ~lvcrsa t h e  flrst w a ~ s  en- 

covat;olred only balf-heartea opzosidion f rom 12 t o  15 fightorr;, whereas 

the sacona :..=me :.,EJS aggressively attacked by40 t o  50 planes; a@n, hea~ec: 

ot-ex Can= tmre d,p;oro~.-ly rtssaulteii by sor+le 45 i3.scrr;St orer  s ~ a r i o d  

of 30 ixLnutca, but nediurra over ~;c:tr-by lir*tzzanise kour later were en- 

gaged by. only 20 to 15 une.~pessfve f i~hters ,  Nowever, two attacks over 

tho ;Tanlea area on 22 en& 26 iiw.st,, both in nultinle waves, net :qrith 

severe omosi t lon ,  cech wave beis$r apgxss~ir;aly attacked by fro:] 25 t o  

ECl eenenj- nlmos. SlrJZcxly, four lFomntioas of bombers aver Foggia cn 

25 J ~ q - p a t  t:ers attaaked. by 69 t o  100 p?mer,, ,nth somo n9r-to-nir borblry;. 

South of %he ;!rnl~s-Pog-+:I~ nrczs ,<!lied attactzs met li ttLe or no oa>?o- 

s i t i o n ,  excq t  ~t Salomo an tho 22d where ao i l lms  werc heavily attadzed 

bjr a l c x ~ e  nixed fo rmt ion  of hd~ plules. 

In Gha course of these and other  a t t~~clza  between the 2lst and 27th, 
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l o s t  sono 40 planes t o  all 11hi3.e destroy- 

ing 1692 and prob2b1y destroaln~ 34 eneay plnnas in thc R ~ T .  

During the wee!< the effort of the  Axis  bamBers was d3rectca largely 

a s i n s t  :Ulied nor t s .  S o v # ~ d  r d d s  were made on shipping m d  &inping 

facilitie~ at L~u~ydsta by :le-109 fi&$er-"conbers, usmlly f o u r  t a  el&% 

plmos ~a.rticip:rtfnp, but except for tine doat;ruction of orc tanker, 

w e  wa:: min~artabat, On the 27th karolind 40 eawy n l ~ a o s  ~~i.i'Lla~d 

,W&er~  but ezused no &mt.;e. Ihe only ni.&t r d d  o f  tha period was 

q3inst; Palerrno an 23 :~~qast u~ 20 Ju-BB ' s end a f cir DD-217 ' s; t ~ o  BE.&- 

chasers were e m ; ,  a coaster W.G b g e d ,  and military castmlties were 

k;ec~3'~ 

In ,m effort  t o  nrotect his inwtK!.lr:tiona nfyfnst attacks slad ,l2so-- 

t o  .arevent ~ Q l i e d  nhoZlo sccazxmi~smco. botn his ~ A r c r . . f t  nna hfs fld; 

being e~ceedinl;l:r agyyeosivo aminst +Lo dance of :;&~;.105 

In Vie lmt v~eeI; before 22aYTO:,Z \ t o  Inunched, 1% rras evident tkt 

the cnpzr hcd ccrncentra.ted his greatest fiphf;ar ntrenglh, hio best railot s, 

,ma his hesdent  &I Lef enscs in the ITdes care=. ,I nsrt of th i s  incrcase 

.C;,ZZI at the emenze of the Yos f ro l :  rrhich z7-1 but a feT9 I"ip3ters rad a 

hnnclful 05" h k  had been withdrawm by tho 28th. 106 There t.~c~s also A dccljns 

in 6eraa sir stra::th in the Eecl nnFi in tho Fo&c area ns both bonibers 

i- and fil+.t;era were nave& farther north, 

2Jlied plnner- over t h o  i!czpla~ ares !$ere g;onerallg attacked by from 

r u l e  theso attstdzs tzexe di ~ o o t c b  nur;tll; afpinst f5fPter escorts. Uombers 
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whiah went une~corted info central and northcrn I"c17 were attacked. on 

soma accasions ,an& on others were l e f t  entlrclg alone, lio attacks were 

mde urninst dU2ied night bora3erc. a& fiphtex-bsbers raa into op77croitian 

on only a%on% &If the i r  sortice. 2econnaiasnnce plane:, on the contracr, 

a J e r c  c e n ~ t ~ u l t l ~  imyr.sseb. I@ s e e ~ e d  eviient the?% the eneqt m s  l*e1.fSti~e1-~- 

mxcpfles~3.~e ia defense of hie inetallationa becsure his air arm h.d 

seen dqnleteQ b g  heaxy losces a d  b8c:kuse he ~ m s  conserving MI air 

ctrength for enl>lo;l;,ent ns inn t  an inns ion .  

lizuling the period from 88 A q , p s t  %firan& 2 $ c n t e ~ * ~ e k  the e n e z ~  mde 

onlr  a sfn$.e heaty borhing aktaclr, C h i s  c a m  an 23 ,i.y.yrzst rhcn more Yi;an 

40 Ju-67 1s md Ju-Q~Is hi t  the kszrbor ct liurws3a. DcW,ze :ma sli phli. 

f~q~pst5 was also h i t  by f5&tor-l?ols'u~~xs an f o u r  occasions, while I!essinn 

m d  Cntraia each were r=idod once. Little dm-t:;o resulted fro;;! my of 

thesc  attack^, fa ulf of %he= the P i s  l o o t  nine nlmas. Tour thin~qs 

were responaiblc fox Litre scareit:: ,and xez&xress of these afita&zs: f i r s t ,  

MLf ed. 3om%f ng htd Briiven the b W c  of the *Lxis bombers Pro= the Eeel and 

the Xoggie, conplerr t o  %he ~nfer f i e l d s  l a  central ;.at! n0rbhc.m Italy; 

cecond, the XLliod forcels richtor and 3 defences of i t s  key yorts a d  

installutio&a were hle;h_lg: effectfvs; t h i r d ,  the : A s  lezd t o o  few bombers 

twaila'ble t o  afford .to risk t he  hcc7.vJJ losses tL3t rG@~t  r e s u l t  fror: s 

large-scao aGtack; fourth,  the Gemt;n Air Force hr!d =ever mzopted the 

A~erfcsn system of comentrat2on of =%tack for the n q o s o  of satmatin[; 

thc objective, 

bin.? the 1z.rt fay1 bys vr11ich nreceLec2 the Znaxzlching of LiITO;:-i 

the :his shnrpI.;- Increased its e ~ l o m e n ' c  02 r e c o ~ ~ r i  r s a ~ c e  xllcmes, !lore 
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AXE21-15 I .  I 
*. 
*" >; ,,J4,5 

* & -&<$.2,&!.--~ 

use viis 13-7~cle of  fast fic-tsr aircraft 20s lon 

3t anr yrevious tire in the thmtar. These nlmes were based mostly fn 

Sardinia, there thex were witkin rrjlGe of Allied ~ c t i v f  t l e c .  Countizig 

,dl tapes of air ~ e c o ~ ~ d s s a 9 6 6 ,  the Axir sent out seven t o  14 planes 

each *J. S?ecial attention 112s pnld t a  Blcerta: t ~ ~ e  Toe ,  EecZ, cnd 

Sicil;? wero well  corared; nnib ~~Lmes :?ere noted as far west as A U @ ~ r s .  

In all t ~ rpec  of asriz-,2. rtctivltg in the six h:.-e beforo 3AXT!O;,',:: the 

idlies l o b t  36 nl~s rss ,  1;'n11a the Ger~lcana '7gd Itialims l o s t  aro-mid 125 

3.07 a Lestroyed an& 49 nrobr;bly clestroyed. 

!The ~ n t i r e  rlariod tretr~sen the on& of the Sia4lian cc?r;ipni#a and the 

launchil=g of s.fis'L:Odi~a vao notablol for the w e d ~ c s a  of tae h i s i  effort 

aminst Allied C Q ~ V Q ~ S .  On a 2ew occ~~sions fi&er-irozbers, kls'a~.Pj' 

eii$lf; F;:-190", attnc2e& shfppirtg of2 tke nortlri a d  eest coasts of S i c i l ~ ,  

cad t m r e  wero rs fevr otrrcx soattored r?,iils over the western lfeiiiterrrznem 

1chici.1 wore too  rreck =and wlrr~rcss ivc  to do G'U& G~.ix:~r7e. Eut there ~ctr: not 

a s i n ~ l e  largp-sealo r;15d. ngpinsti s M ~ y i n g  -bet;.reen the end of the S~cTlizn 

c m p a i ~  and tho d d l c  of ~ e t o b e r , " ~  

me 5nnbili.t;- of the Axin, air a m  t o  stri;;~ her,vx blows against AZ2ied 

shi.onPn,; L t s  follme t o  dat vtr~ an effective defense nzafnst :!lLied 

~onbors mil fi{;hcers as tho7 dRtter%d Itzlkm rririirones, ~ o r t s ,  II/T's, 

a mii oThcr iac,%all~tionn i n ~ c ~ t c d  2 :.Ge2&ilf.' t so rz in~  ~ienlrtess, Phe 03milc721 

Italian air forces b.d 10~t  hcz~~l.1~- in the TusJr,ica ,and SLcillm 

ctsr~mai6ps. In tilo last t c o  weeks of . , q ~ s t  :illis& uornbers and f i ~ h t e r s  

li:d kept fc?, $bc attrifior. rate b:- suoot ing dotm pane 2E3 eneq: ?lams, 

probriblg- des t ro~~r ig  m~mrl 90, m a  & ~ i ~ @ n g  nore 100 In air bat t l e s ,  
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while mother 250 had been ::xeel;eJ. on %Lo 6;rouud by :LLlieIr b o ~ b i ~ g  and 

1 09 
ctmfing of nirdro~qern r ~ d  landing grounds, Tne criemy %E further 

c r i ~ y ~ l e d  ~ ly  &raging blorrr, t o  his sources 02 prodxction, o i l  sunglicc, 

m G  lines of co~.unic? t ion ,  5rrs truth of tho unttcr  t ~ c s  that bg* I 

8eptcr;bcr 194G the :&s A x  nrr;: in the :iediterrm~m rvas no lonyor the 

po~:erful. ,an& n , y s c s c i ~ o  faroe thrd it m d  beon bed:: in the vdntor, nor 

coul2 i t  e-mect amxcclable re inforcewn%~ f roi3 ei bher tho Acten? or 

lber; t e r n  fxcntn, :inore tho Ldt:;&ff e h,~. i"L s~cada full re~pectivel2- v i  tn 

tho XUssfras anti trith the iilliea bomiucrs ope~n'cin~; out of bK. -1s n. 

r.'nt;tor of Sr:ct, the decline in the nw'ber of C+;l_a 9 ~ ? n r 3 a  in tLe  Ilcdit errmeas 

s r o l  R T O ~ T ~ ~  1,GDLI PC% the end of the % h i  l f m  cnqEign t o  :,~rsvnd 6CO on 

1 Septezioer ::as due in pat t o  r d t k ? d z ~ ~ % m l ~  fro~r t h e  !icfitsrrmem f 3 Vfie 

Z-assian ,?nil ::cstern fronts. '.at11 thei r  air notent5al. reduced t o  the 
I 

oxtmt a f  59 t o  l ~ 3  ncrtios per by,''' the bcct K l 2 t  the G e m s  in 1tcd.y 

5nl:r at i ~ ~ ~ ~ l s  and ik~C?l"r t he  O G C B S ~ O ~  6ee~Cd 0 r 0 ~ f t i . 0 ~ ~ ~  a d  thereo; 

ire at tho II&K~% possiole strcr,~%h rhm Srle % i c e  ccme to befenc~ a-ginst 

the A l l i e d  lmpXn,;.r; on 5l1e midlmb, :hi- ~rerc so d d c n t h g  to be 

* tho I*&F air arn on fiae eve of ~ L L ~ O ~ L I  t m  s t i l l  a factor t o  be 

redxoned ~ r l t n .  Pae enair order or" aattle ,  ss aE 5 Sqtenbc r ,  showed. a 

'c-ot,d of tiOD G e r m  UG 9CQ Itslim aircraft of al l  tpes  (exoluoive of 

tr:.+fnf n;-- plmcs and mnonemtf om1 reserves) , n. p?&b t o  t,?J, of 1,533 

o~orntio~e.3. aircraft in It~l;l;.~, Sariifnl~, Jorsica, ,ad ao?lChem Fraxloa. 
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o r  45 per cen-t; of We total.  ctrsn@h. Gf -t;hese 670 plmoz, 380 were s l n ~ l e -  

enzinc flyh-bers* %c pleats in sv.&hcrn Italy ;+%re thscd rr~.inly in tho lJaples 

cad Po;@a ~ % P s ,  t h ~  f ighbr s  cad fif$-ter-bcnbers behg  locntcd in both cozr.- 

ploxeo a d  thc long-range bo~bsrs at Boggia. There 7:ns a snall alose-support 

foros or' sizlglc-ensine 25-htcrs rnd fizhtor-bo~bers around Vibo Palentie pad 

Cro'cone, but t ha 'xis air poten.t;iP1 in hpufia EJXI Calahrla had E lrerd;. been 

I U t e d  by A l l i e d  a+%ac'zs on dGfields.  In northern Its.3:f %he Gem~t~s h& 

typso, ,cbsut heLf of ~ihich sinzle-onginc iiiflftors. Xn Cardi-ni~ the 

Germma hsd 60 s b p l e - o n a e  fi&&ors rend 10 tac-recco plraea, while 6he 

itklims bed 1CO plmes of various e J ~ c s .  h GO-~thcrn rrenco E;he Gem- 

had $0 1an.;-i-m::o and torpedo bo~bsrs  i!nd 10 roconnzZsstscct bcnbsrs; LAO 

I%cklieas h~.d no pltuzes Wero. Conversely, the I t a l i~ns  hcd some 120 caastsl- 

t * n s  planes bacod on Corsica, xhilo t'nc Qom.cno had no plraes on *he 

islmd. 
222 

Po ~ 0 %  a true p i t t w o  ~f the 3 ~ 5 ~ ~  oir atscn~tlz  it is necessary to 

renemher khz-t; %he Ttalim air f orc-2, at bcst, r i a  n poor ou-tf It. h l a r p  

its present Flyer; %;arc 110% of hi19 quelity, %-ere not %-ell krt ined, wd, 

in -muy 5 rstmca;, vmrc fex Prop c?n%1usieati c. Ilks Gemsma could comt 

C n  t h o  e v ~ n b ~ s  of 2 Septa~'oor, Kbn, the Allied forcer: in the 

LlidfLterrmerm riaro ready to lcxndi t ; h ~  firs b ~n;$alt n;:~inst the Italian 

n a i ~ l m d .  % dt~ys of plaming rare over. Yne pralidnarp t a k s  of 

soft;oGna; up tihe oneifly:~ dof cnscs, noukr~liziq his n i r  sum, 5nterirf ctin; 
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hfs  llnea sf corrxmnicati~n, nnii iaolatinz the b a t t l e  area wero done. In 

- 
swnliss oP the Lli&f;r? ~lrur.  In the Strsit of :!esrrPm nwml veascls 

turned nora t h  125 gllzis, r;an+$ng fro? four-in& t o  15-incrl, toiiaril. the 

Italimi foe ;  m d  on-ool.te Esg-30 in0 f i e l d  rms :ma 2Z medium m s  of 

the Bt"jlC:! A r ~ g  rrero ~mssof i  to & ~ e :  cor2ri;lg fire. lZ4 Snitfsfires of Pcsart 

Jd.r POTCQ, t d z a  f i l l a d  md ,luns Loa&ed, stood repa to t&o off  to cow?? 

tho 16utunj; craft, the 8smvJ.t trosns, pad tlrto bcLCLlbt;. ?he firsti Al l i ed  
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&oui& & m. In t ha  early ho-srs o f  3 Ceptenbr, unrier = 

cover of m-ml "uarf~s;r&sxt fron the Str~5 t nnd h k r t ~  n r t f l l e r ; ~  f i r e  fron 

the Slc5Litm C O L ~ P , ~ ,  3 r l t l r A  actll d m e r 3 . ~ ~  troo-s sf the :S&ith Amy cxossed 

the Gtrhit o f  IIessia-e t o  the C a l ~ ~ o r l ~ s l  shoro, arriving at 0430 haws. On 

the ri&t a C , a . m U m  infimntr;~ &%-id. gion 1 ~ a d e d  n'c Eeg@o, an9 on $La left 

u. British in2?,-nCr;* di-xlsf on ~te-at &&oro ~ . t  Gallcn m d  C~toan. 3en:r 

o?position tnss so vo:>k RI: to -ce Wmortmt, n feu Itzli ,!  coast31 trems 

nut t ing rn a tolzea r a a f a t e m s ,  mQ no mtnen or deaalitions ??era e~cauntered, 

Fne bsa&en(ls woro meatil ly secu-9%. 
Z 

Z'ighkors L?gd 3ippter-bolji0er~ of cove~ed the crossing and t'ho 

'l,miljLng;s, ,am& at tho srxr! t ine  prcit?a@ton over the Auc.)ps$,?cCr~t:.rnT;3. 

are%. A t o t e d .  st' 353 s 9 r t i e a  vero floum, %he anmc~'s aFr cr'fart against 

the f ncnsLon f O ~ C H E :  F J ~ S  ne&,i,4.ble, and Allied aircr:St e~couxllerod ver:: 

lit t l o  on-osit ion f ron fi,-.)lt era m& s a t  no long-rmgo bori~ers !:haterm. 

One !Ie-109 a d  one recollr:tias=ulco J-a-38 were the total b a ~ ;  in t h e  'battle 

15~1-112,~: tho dr~y  5L F-4310 00152ed mil strafe& radm ststions at P U a  

and Carbonam, ;,'ha Mri~zm fi&tsr ralniorcenents ~q?esred on tha ,dl3 

~ 6 %  Clwi~Iiate7,10 ($!$st of C O I C ~ Z ~ Z )  the f ield was boabed bj- 69 B-25'~; at 

tina s,wts t ias 2Ltltinorsa 3tt:~drail Orotonu afrf iela, To b x m e r  the enpm;. 9 
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efforta at brln&nz in relnforoesents ad, at the sane tame t:, interfere 

rdth hls rsfrsat, Zif:jt  bombers ma Qi~bt~r-ba1ilbcr8 S : I Z D ~  over the  lower 

part of the Toe, 'ooa'oinfp czd atrafing @ oosit ions,  convoys, rail and 

road cro~riny:w, Mela;es, ~ f i d  t roarl  concentxa%i~ns, rind vrent as far north 

ns C~li~g!.i,z.talZo-Bfps3 t o  &oat T I ~ J  n large colum of tranmort veilloles. 

Thirtr-six WZ 3 ~ s t o n s  m d  2,Qtiaores bonbcd i~/-i's and bridges fn rmd 

axouad Boscnza, 2 

23 the nf tornoon UP tho 3d the 3dat;~ hrd tdzea the hi@ mound back 

of thc beaches pad f3urrW: thu Cay Xog~io njlrdroao cad the to:,n of Gallico 

vrero ovox~crm, am;: was still encount.arirsg onZg sLi,$~t cr~mosit ion,  ̂ ,he 

=in Gereu forces in the ssctor not brcduc hem contacted or located. 

It rrczs evident that  the G e r m  G . e ~ s ~ ~ a l  Staff had rea1_iaed tk~t it c o d a  

no% disnose fta forces Tn such 3 vxay a9 t o  nraveat lbmdirig!: on the Toe, ~ ? n d  

that  from the bs~inninfl; the ~ n ~ . t x ' s  p l m  oP cm:~tsign t:as t9 ar&ss i~c  his 

forces in d q t h  ma, by the use o f  dcnolitions m.1 re.--~;it%xd actions, to 

alorr tLe All ied  n51vwee nor-hv,ards EG much as .nossfble.3 Ilareover--a- 

thou?@ the Al.lles mro not E ~ % ~ T B  of tho fact on 3 Se?Lc:?*oer--the Gerauls 

r~n~wxcntly hyd ,mt;Icipnted that the :Alias uoTild i ~ i n 6 e  the ~a in l ,md  in 

Vae Ih21es srca c~.nd were c o a n e ~ v l n ~  the bulk or" their t roons t o  thzsv r.jmfnst 

thad opar a t' PQ'I~. 4 

a As far as t h e  ,Z11ieb air forces \?=re comemeIL, Vhia & q t s  actirities 

fn the Toe c.mo t o  an end :dt'u r?s amad-recomaissmce fighter nission 

which aoarc"ne8 t'na rmds an the on- siile of tlie b030 lfns end shot m 

several smll 6ro~ms of ve:?fcle$. Fha'c n i ~ b t  PPa7 heavy bom%ers flew 16 

sff ective sorties ar;ainct Grot tnp3i.a airfield. 
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On tht? 4th a d  5th tho LFghth dzay made steady nrogrers, befng held 

~ 7 )  0%: b;~ denoli tiona. Ar.ed f i&tor  recanmisstmca fliph'cz revealed 

%hat t h ~ r e  vrere s t i l l  no Imd forces OF er;ow$ size to resf st %be IrllHecl 

advance, 3; the end of tne 5th the Eighth ha8 rexched 2 l i ne  3 n g p a r a  

Ba~;~tl&i-3o~a Ihriw, m d  2,600 Italics grisonsrn h d  been tdzan; 135& the 

Geralur f o rces  s t i l l  declined to 'ou bzfm i n t o  a ,=?nuhe battle. 

Enring Viese t-m b,7j*s t h e  Idlied air forces, en s p i t e  of v e r y  limited 

eaaay air uctixltg rtnd few targots, ammaad t o  a t ~ r  busy. On the 4th in- 

tensiva coyer ~ ~ 3 3  mintnined over convoys. Fihtcr natxols over the Strait 

encaged a ri5sed @om of 20 F?:-190t s mrl ;:c-Sal 8 and 2332' a atte..qtlng t o  

at taek the beaches; whon the Sni t f i r e a  a~proached, the enmy czircraf t 

jet t isoned their bozbs; rmd in the ff&t w h i c h  ensaed st.vsn ::c-2tXts were 

derstro;.*ed. 533e action ended eneiny a5r activity for t?ie b y .  Allled offen- 

sire atr morretiona wern featurea E rc3d b;* 24 1f&it boiabers on a 

def onded aae5tiou, near S L ~  Stefcmo, in coordimtion with a s?;oceoc;fid 

ground assault. Piftecn U. 5. A-36's hincierea enmi  : i ~ v e ~ o n t s  by bonbzn? 

n raad $unction st C&nnz~?ro  vLth moil results, =ma 14 wre attacked the 

roc& net rtnd rail:r'sd. station at Cosenaa. Other thm these tura nissions 

li&t md PZgh-ber bombers found ~o few goo6 targets in, tho 2oe that a 

nutiuor of Tml 8 p l m o ~ ,  hold in r c & n ~ s a  f o r  call, r:ero not sent into 

a action, On the nip:bt 05 4/5 3enteI;ioer n C o ~ ~ ~ . ~ d o  wxty was landed at 

Z:-n-m ldthout ~ncounterlny rmy opnoei t ion.  Lweirq: the nk,$t & i s  af r 

ef f or2; re-&tined nei3izibls: a Dornicr-217' t ~ a s  chot down ovor the Strait , 

uut no enw; ~ c . t i v i t y  over Sic i ly  was resorted,  
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Gn the 6*h, 2& U. 8. 2-25ls effuctivsly bozlsetl the roads ail rail- 

wrqa ut Zria t ico ,  oub a bonber i r t t ~ k  on Cioa~nzs t ns  8oort ive ow ing  t a  

low clouds. Ay the n i ~ a t  of the 5th the weather had begun t o  deter%orato, 

w i t h  clouds ovor the Zoe md. ritin over the S i c i l i p s  air bases. Few tar- 

e ,eta were ~ v ~ a i l ~ ~ o l e  for  tho  light bornbors, t h o  o d . ~  worfa-rihile nttaci:a 

o e i w  dslivurad b; a SL~I ~U$UBT of ff. S. A-33's and U? ihltiriores 

rtgc~inst troop c~ncentratf ons nezr L~W*&?II,~C m d  Giof osn , rcm~ctit-el::. 

Luring the t x o  dStjrs liAasl s planes oyex t h e  Toe B\i T I~~C~ ICJ~~T  no f2&ter3, 

?ad reconxaisc;ulee showed that all airf io1*3c: fron :?h5& tho cnews- caul& 

cffecti-cwl:r o ~ e r n t e  U s  f i@t erc a~Anst :Jli ed t r o ~ n s  been evacuateti. 6 

Pmino; the 6 t a  tho gromd forces a&:*?.nced a l i t t l e  faster thm on 

the three 7src;cdiaa dn;.ie, cmturilag Falkai md Eioia on the vest coast and 

Lhruot5ngf exsb;xaQ t o  O l t  t a n o ~ z -  (f d a n d  f ron Ealrsl). irtr o;~eratiomn in 

the battle area, hotrevcr, vmro on 3 considern31;. reduced sczd~.  Phere 

:;ere f or1 @ob Cnrget s : low c1ou.j.s prevented ei'io t oi;c8ngri3.c reconnaissance 

of c z v e r ~ l  rdrfial.dfi un&r consiQcration for attack ,ad lignt a d  m ? d i u r ~  

conbers were not ca l led  out; Lmll there vero no conbzts with enezr 

aircrsft .  

%ae 7th s w  enougi$i incraarsa in ;,llieci boa3or sc t i~Zty  over t h e  l o e  , 

iiotrever, t o  ja..;p to l,O!.l t h e  total sort ies by f i&te r s ,  fighter-banbars, 

~ . d  L i & t  i ) o a b e r ~  for thn flrst five k j - c  of BLLIYB;~;~.  operation^ for  

the dAy wore in3 t ia ted  3y ;.ZiQtyhe,wf:s, two samdrolzs of w&ch tourob the 

Too; finding n3 suitriule . t ; a ~ < 2 t s ,  tney 1Sxou:pt 'Dsc I thcTr 73s;11'irs mil 

regorteb chef t h o  ~ ~ ( 3 5  on tae enen7 s ide  of the l f n e  P~la5-Cittamva- 

BovaU.n.3-SlCerno appeared deserted. Ele next niss lon ~ms flcrwn by 48 
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D. S. A-XI s ~;ili& attsclred tire positions nesr Rosarm, but 'a pro- 

.jecte& coordimted ground attack did not n n t e r i d i a e .  ';he rmainder of 

t h e  bonber offort d w i n ~  the, bj: urns dircatca r,@innt 'lines of comuxclca- 

t i o n  t o  tha north of the ba t t l e  zom. Grotone s ware attacked by 35 

3-25' c tiftii  excellmt rasiiFto; the north en& of C a t w c a r o  was bom3oil 'by 

24 ida l t i~oreo,  the o a j ~ c t  'oein5 t o  ctruso rosd blockc; F L % ~  t h ~  Treui~zcee 

craa was b3nbr~d by 36 ?3, S, 3-25i~, the road nnci r,ailv~ay befnf: cu* and a 

oridce probably Bestro;l'ed, Hezivicr tzttacI:s were made on the road rmd rail 

oriiiges nt Sanrf. t r U &  felt the  vci&t of 153 tons droped 3:. 106 2-26 s , 

on the road net nZI 3;;imin wni& t:&s bo;'ibed "u:r 33 3-25's with !X tons 

of e ~ l o s 2 v c ~ .  L'uring tho nf &t I5 Opanalca-based hearler: of tho :;in%h 

A 5 r  rorce attacked the l.mdin,: {:rounds at 1isnt;urin m a  8~sn Pc~ncraaio. 

!leLwxthi20, t h ~  &round t r o o ~ a  continued t a  nova rayid&- north, the 

odiE:anco being reocelerzte3 dur5ng tho esrly norning of *&lie 8th \r:;1e3 u 

Z r f  t i&  31-1 Z&O t r a , ~  landed juct nort% of I"izzo, on the vest coast .  B e  

Xcsut32ng r o t  tdth no b e i i i l i t e  grmr~d opj~ositian but nraro:red. an cnaq- air 

reaction on a 3~~:11 sczle. Fne stmaiug 62i t f i r u  p ~ ~ t r o l  over tisc beames 

engaged tr.;c~ f o m s t l o n a  of 7;;-190 f i@t er--osrGarc :rt thoztt result a. L.:.i;er 

in the ~ o r n i n g ,  as ground oncratioms developed, PAX support vns requ~sted 

do d a l  16th Ireafy nortcr PA& gun posZt io l i~  I Q F ~ C L ~  !:ere ~ ~ ~ e ? . l i n ~ ;  the new 

e olriti~ehc-d; t:.a ss_u?,&anr of i.3 tt~iiavPI:s dealt, raw&lj' a d  eff e ~ t l v o l y  

rritil these ccn%ars a t  rosistmce. rls the ad~mced, r~comaicc,ulce 

saa?drans of %ittyiz~t$:s c:~rried out 3o;iaing attacks on ratrsntfn~ 

vcaic'les, ma intensire ratmfln,.;, ~ar t icular ly  bg U. S, 2-40! s,  was 
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E a r f r z ~ :  the L;;. (-;he Et5) seams de l fv~re& severz~l s t e r n  at'crdis 

on lines of co~~~micwt iom on the 2oc a d  3all. Tnese hzd z 431x41 .oul*i?oso: 

60 lrttcxfexc 1:ith tlus ~ o ~ t r r o n t  of tho ecei+yl c gsund troops ~;h jch were 

pull ing out o f  the Foa and the Cstraaicro area, ?ad t o  arczvent reinforce- 

msnts fro.11 na~ing in to opgose the m.pidlp ~ d v ~ n c i n g  Ii&tkt mjr. QUr" 93 - - 
s i x  B - B t a  unloaded !54 tons or" 30;s-os on the Trebirscce %ridges, cut.t;inp, 

or damging three of the-, :iitohoLl~ also vamt Sor Lrbrir.ia roe4 net, 

as they had done on thi: nreceding day, Z3 of Llia~ &onping 46 tons. The 

heaidest iltt~d:: of tth b::  as a t ~ i n s t  tht: roc& mi2 r ~ d l  bridt:er at %nrl  

I-here 105 E-26 r; wrlondcd 1 S  tons of de~olitions, ha19 Clest~o;rinf; or? 

'crridgo a d  cuttin..; rail l ines   ad TOEAS. These attaLrs, hrhilc basicn11j' 

in am?ort of the S,$tfs km:r, were i ~ t i i r e c t l y  in s~praort of s2'5bC;01.~, 

~3 the:? wort U r ~ c t ~ d  s;%inst r, ti.zns;:sort;rtian b~ttlcneci: on the asest 

const bctl~ecn the InsLez ,mil ':he b l e r z o  area t h ~ o ~ ~ h  :&~icki elrear t roonn 

c o ~ i n q  riorth rrodd kvs:  t o  Faas. 8 

By t h e  cad of 8 Sc~teriker, Ynez, the I & t b  12x7 m F  ~ n n ~ c s a c h f n ~  

Ga t ,msa~o ,  rut ~ihi~h mint it ~ f o u l d  le~1vt) the ncxrolr Toe pa& ~ O T G  into 

the 'bros-c.c?~~ 2~23 .  ;here ~9rer;ln.t t:asild bo l e ss  resti-fcted. P i e  -3ygtlj 

vaa , a . h ~ % r l  of tche&td;  Gint fzct, n1w t h e  cantfnrced ~"~i_~sexlce of aqy 

tsn-airso og-c ,o~ l% lon  $7 Gerxn $.romd =d ;ST forces, ~ ? d e  it msl;r,~rent 

Q t h t  the 2ritish '7o.rrlii c~nt3nv.e .to core noreis rt goarl mcetZ, th-LC @vint. 

nssurcsoe tL~t the Yift '*r irriq--then azi  rout^ t o  tho I,n.lcxns btlsci--,es- 

could awect to liik rn 72th %iie loraes on the Toe r+.t an earlior ds-~te 

than h ~ d  % o m  honed far  when the tva inw sfons, h,zB 5een plamed. 
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pror:reac t k~ t  is, itetrleen the e a r b  :,mrain:: 02 tihe 36 ane the d g h t  aP 

the 8th of B n t  e~imr, hccvic~ m e  C ~ & U , S  of lLLG kad contf nued t o  s-w-sh 

crieng airfi.ol&s, lines of cocsMcnt ion ,  mii atnvr i?flt%srg- o o j  ect i~res ,  

13th by E m  t h a  grectttr azortiolz o f  the bon'as beinl: Groped on cdrdro3keis 

mil lznfi~ills ~ T O U L ~ ~ ~ F , ,  ~3xticUZarl~i t b o ~ e  in the Esples cad ZO~&-L areas. 5he 

cttttcks B-ere ?rinraikv desi@cd t o  n(subra;lf ze the Axis srZr arz, In nceor4- 

race  with ths Ou6lirau iJr Bl,m $or @;seratian dv&-G~e;li:', %phi~k l  r)rovl&~d 

r a g e  of the S L ~ E ! ~ Q  ; -?~23rUZt  area, [ l the intchtlCion heir& not o d j r  t o  force 

the enmy af r f ~rc e o  t o  evc:cmto tho ~ i r l f  o l d s ,  "Dut f s .Ace the lastt cr 

uaumb2e f o r  the perf od of the asmult oyerations. 'I r'sltkou~& these at%s&s 

W C ~ C  des4,ged a E  a nrelude t o  AQli5r~Lrr2hd, they ,also ~ f f o r d e d  utrong smmort 

t o  dAPTO;;i, as thny served t o  prevent mj- c o n c ~ t r a t i o n  o f  enmy &reraft 

lbor the fl~ntcr qart a f  the period f r o 3  3 t o  8 S~ytt?n%er t h e  hec-vim 

a d  nediurr;~ had t o  coutmd. 15th bed treather, "out in srsits of t k i s  the: 

carrled out the i r  a s ~ i ~ e n t s  nf$reasi-rc.l;+ and with a Mrjl demeo of sxccese. 

%his find. are-i;LK.GHS ' b l i t z  got wder wet; on t hu  n i fb t  or" d/4 ;Se?ten%er 

t-hen '71 ;;ellie::tons dr~pyed 138 tons 05 bo2"us on Ca~3121 a d  ,3:~no&ichino 

~. irf ie lbs:  in tihn ;Tt;i-des arela. p h o t o ~ r ~ r , r h i c  recom~rissznce shoherl that 

00th fields 1.Tere cratercd and  severe &m;lge V:EE &lie .to hmg~~rs and other 

Sristallatiana; nt C L L ~ U  eimt nircr2f.t were destroy~d on the &:round. lin 

the 4th 19 2 - 1 7 1 ~  &op+pe& 45.6 tonr an Tarr:&ciwl nfrfie28 (betmen lhnles  
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and Eor,e), and P-3L1s ~,wcecin$ull; strafed t'nc l;o, 1 sxbaElite of tho 

Greazmise fight~r base and the Ventotone Talrnd rskr station, the 

located west of I:m3es a d  Icchfa.  mil;^ tho ni&E of 4/6 Smtexbsr 

C-razcanisa ~ L C  a~2.i~). vioited,  t h i ~  t ine  IS. 79 ::ellin,rton3 w X c h  drapped 

138.5 tons. Besultrs xrort excallent , the Clo.%7~e inf l f  cted irrclvdin:.; .the 

destruction of an a m u d t i o n  d w ~ .  Gn tho  5th t h e  weather ~~orc~nec'i, 'but 

in spklo of it G r ~ c z r s i f i e  took n ~ M T S  beefing a:hen 10S 3-26's anit ti0 

2-25Is ualocelcd. XEO tatis of CP at3 f ~ e ~ e a t a t i o n  bolcbs, destro~4nr: at 

least eemn nl~ncs ond dm,~irrc. 13 m d  rendering the sntellf te--aecordfng 

t o  rccom%i csance--asemicedole. 'be rnilroz-d br;ti.e;e, trc-cks, and roads 

a+ !.fneux~,o (nortE~.rre~t of iTmlec) uero hit bg ,E4 2-S te .  The day efforts 

an the 5tk %;era comleted I-hr-n 183 3-27's plnctercd t:Lterbo :1/2 w l t h  150 

tons,  dcstro~rirkng or Liz1~5n+2 13 zircrcfft on tho $:round entl leaving the 

field cornletel;: unseruicea3le. Tkr t  ni& 4f3 ;iellin;-atons att8ckcd *:ill& 

Litorno : i / ~ ~ s  with 85 hna, this b&n$z the first of three aocaslons 

batweon 2 end 9 UerlCesber when i d r % S 1 s  '.:elliq$ona dcvii~tcd f r a z  tihef r 

proerm of Mftins;; the enen;lp1 s airfields. 9 

Cn fhe 6th the d n  fi&tcr fields around 2 ~ o l e a  ir&a absorbed a 

severe h ae r ing ,  Grnzzanlsa ur;ts hit b;,. 55 3-2Bt s, the Eo. 1 llanding 

g-omd befw: the chief target; C w w  vraz sLu,,ged by 1x2 3-23's; and 

Dzuo~chino Goolz 43 tons, arop~ed by 18 B-17's. Lad. weather kmt 43. 

Portresses f r o 3  hittin5 Poilb~lirao. 

As R r~s;;itt 02 tho   cries of air cttnd~s on f i e l d s  in the 1:a.nles area 

there were only  s z ~ l l ,  berol:~ usabls ~ I r i n s  ava3.l,.ible t o  the enen2 st 

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958 
www.MtMestas.comwww.MtMestas.com



f~hrlle the f i e ld  at C E ? ~  WELS o m ~ l e t  el:: useless. 'Ehe onlg imortant f i e l d  

fn the Salema sector, !!~ntecorvino, vzs not nttndceb, the omfssian beiu~:  

in accor&mca with the ,Ur TZen which kfshod. thn field. left uascetked so 

.i;hc%t it could 'oo oec-!mled a d  utilizc2 3;f the 2 J l i ~ : :  at tho earliest 

p a ~ ~ f b l e  ~ o r e n t  af ter  t h e  Innr3ings at Cctler~o. 

ihe 6th also ~i tnesned  severid. sm11 nttuc'cs on oncnr:? smL:- l irios.  

I;lne E-I", ' 5  xi~ited. Ti'llln, Titerno LZ/T' s,  dropging t h e i r  bombs t h r o w  

h o l e c  9n the clouds. Aeren Fortrecscs attacked the haroor at Gaata, 

whilo a l e ~ s e r  effort was dZrected a@iaat tho :Jntumo K/Y1s. 2k~fi 

ni&t  48 'Jellingtonc dro~ped 92 toao on the : I / T ~ ~  at dztti~aglicz, %he 

p r i n c i p l  c o ~ ~ ~ c r W t i o n s  center back of the Galrrno 'ue~&eo. She s o ~ e w k t  

scattered nature of Vncse attzcks aloni; the west G O L R ~  vias nresorited not 

only for thn ~ a y o s e  of hit;%iug a var3et.y of snpLg points  out r,lso t o  

vrr~ion r~o.ould t d c c  ulfioe. 

khe full tI,'~gliflht effort of A4SZS on the 7th {exclusive of n series 

of nt%rr&zs en objectives bc101+: C a l e r o  , ~rriich ham been discussed ikovc 

r;as dlreotcd ag?L,lnct tho i ~ s r t m t  fighter isnil ,Xu-88 bases in the 3 ~ 3 2  

comlex. ;ihree a$ttacJ;s were carried out , a11 b:~ 3-17' s: 2 Y  a,~ainst the 

' ;lortorella l:rdiliij; crouuil, 65 a p i n ~ t  Yog;;ia 30. 1, m B  31 ngainc.t Taa-T.s.a 

ro. 2. Fhe 124 bo~doorr, dropped more t k m  180 tons of emlosivea, in-  

i l i c f ing  consiilurz-ule Wags on the  fields ,and destrofin;: 10 enmix 

nircraf t an the ground. Kowo~er, dispersnl f ~ c i l f  tics vero annr~xeat ly 

so ~ o o d  tht;t l o s s e o  were A H B  bomber force in 
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the co-qlex w s  still strong enoa$~ t o  opornte on a f ~ ~ i r l y  exttcnsirc 

IrASit2"s ;:e'llPu~ton~, these ncdiui-,~ dropping 62 t m s  of boml~s, and the 

IIetarloxnto I:/f8s mi targets in the S c z z a z h  area (00th on tne Tnsteq) 

a were bonbcd br 13 U. 5.  B-23' S. 

idr attacks d w i u ~  the of the 8th (%USE exclu~i9-c of trie l'ucge- 

~c,?le attrsc!zc b~ ne$ims south of 2:derxlo) were liciitod t o  two. One IELS 

n21@s south6a8t of Eon@, v:~lere thc headcl;=.rf erp; of the Gsrr;,m H1& ~~r? ,Tnd  

I ~ E  widorstood t o  be l ~on ted .  In bao raid 64 x 3,C00-lo., 64 x 1,CeiO-1%. , 

~ n d  1,178 x 3.30-lb. boabs liere drop9~d. 'Zhe 3% tgns destroz-ed 

build;ln,~s ~3.a extensive dk?.mgs. throy@out the t o t a :  3t I J ~ S  xcaorted 

07 tho M s  radio that  Erield I:q.xsbl ZesoeZrin~; kiosell' ~tcvrot4.;- O S C Z ~ ~ ~  

Cn the night of 8 / 9 ,  a: thc C O ~ T O B S  cmr3ing %ha Fif th  i;rmjts invasion 

rorcce neczed +LC: beacr~es below d3leru0, biSia 7-52 n e & i u ~  carrieci 

out n scrios of ~oder;rteZy large ~ ~ t t a c ; : ~  against throe nouns of ou j  ec- 

tivec. Ona of these, 'crzses mici roads hsadlin$ a c 3 ~ y  stqzlf cc rein- 

iorcments in the intcr lor ,  1-3s $~tt3dc0d bs- 49 8-%IS, fae ~ p c c i f i c  

o'ujeativce bcfnt; in cad around Aulctta, , ~ ~ e l l i l ; o ,  and Soten~a. The second 

g~ov-?~  of t ~ p ; e t n ,  m s  at ?omin mil Gaota, uoth loc,?;tt.& elan.-" the G u l f  of 

Caatu :&&ere a Allied in:-nsian m a  3 stxon~; vossibillt~, ,?nu nt Poxio on 

I.sdi5a Irkad., v e s t  of ::.?tiles. 'Iiece targets were at.f;t,c?c& in ~81-t 
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becrbune tho;- ware encrv &Inpi nt: bssec, but primrip$ as a "cover" t o  %Lo 

rerZ la~Un,.~s,  Flvs ::eEllnztons droppea 10 tons on F ~ r r l i a ,  sir dropned 13 

tons on Borio, ~*sd four  drcyped % tons on Gaeta. i%e t h i r d   OM of 

targets consiste8 of tho tr;a arincipal centern of enex; trans~ortntion Ln 

the dVifZrl.rOFE area, Battin=glia. an& 99oli. The :I/Y's at the forklor were 

czttceked 'lPj E7 ::ellinctons ~ k ~ i c h  d r ~ p ~ c d  26 tons of bos?'ofl; the railroad. 

jmctfon r.t tl~e Zcttcr by 4 2  ;Bllin&ons which ud.oniltd ,an ecru& torn-~ge. 

- - 
L Y ~ ? ~ ~ c  t o  rril l ines ,  ro~ds, m4 roll im; stoc:: ?<.*as SGV~TB. knere  liere 

t.hu final ;Z.S&'aF efforts on the =t.tinlcnB in nreqcri~t ion for lL':'iir;t.'iTC:~L:. 

In a&dftion t o  the hcatty an9 nndiW attnclrc afscrfbcd nuovc, FA2 PZIB 

DiU3 Z f & t  bori3exc of P A S  vara nctivo between bhr, nights of 4/5 t tnG 819 

bcptewcr, fla3ag EG ef9ectfrc sorties against the ::/Yts at .&ltwurr, 

3ottip@k., 2ansvent0, ,znB 1lef;l~nonto. ,md- equal numumuer 0 5  s o r t i e s  in 

rttt8cl:s oti rail ronB jurctiono m a  tr&msyort ve dc los  nt AuZetta, 

cttrzdzs the ones on 3ctt ipngliu  ant^ Gmm %!arc GlrcctXr in pre~rtrat ion 

lor d :i&:LGLX; those r.ppinat t;:'etqonto pad Altar-wc??, e c r ~ e d  3s diverclonu:; 

rrero in prmaration fox a orojectcC l:*adia,n 02 3ritislt forces at Tarmto, 

on tho Zccl- (G?er,ztion Gl3'53:-), TMCI~ I~ZS a fol low-m t o  -il'iTClril:; cad 

those at i iu le t ta ,  Avelli~o, 2c.nss-ent0, pad Potensit--ueeause of t h o  inIan8 

3ssition o; thoso plcxrs--:;ore of -:slue t o  oper~~tZonr, on tile rob h~ *:ell 

a!: $0 thc cor.ing operations r : t  Zd.cmm :&EL. at ~ar:lrlltci.~~ 

fardi~i~! nirfic1;ldc i n  order t o  ~ r o t e c t  the left f l c ~ :  02 tifie 5:tlcrno- 

* + +  
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oomd oanvora. The nerd f t ~ i l c d  t o  rz~teri,7'line. %- 27 ;L;Lu,u,*as2; p.~oto 

recorrz1rJ. ssrace bad revealed thrt tho IGmding g~ow1ds : i t  ~ h r r s ,  Czpot erra, 

sad ::~n~errc.to, a l l  in t h o  E O U ~ ~ T D  h~lf of thc islraci, had been rcniler~d. 

uns.ert-fcezblc bp t i e  mien&-, cad Yhat tho rY'tln Gerr-&an f5gnter bases e.ppr- 

c n t  l:.. r+wra rt ,~ghc~o/:~rti l i ,".  ~ n d  Ozicr i j  &liXiv2ni in t a e  nortli  an^. were 

w i n g  used s d n l y  t a  rirotcct r i d s  &iy~in& in tmt sector. Furtinex i c z -  

cation of the dcclilitr in i-qortmce of StarcUzTa as a base of opera%ionw 

for the enenz1c sir forcos F ! ~ s  f w d  fn 2 J l i t C  rqorts OI~ .  the I Y U ~ C ~ I ~ ~  of 

plmes stationed on the isl,%d, B o s o  rerorts &owed n ateaw decrease 

t~k' ich ,  b e g i d n g  before tho ond of t h e  51otZicn c i ~ . p + l ~ j l  (;iu*13; :hi& 

i"J.lied 3o;;iaors hrtd ci;pzn Gc?rdiaia norts rmd drf ie lds  a nudoax of h:rrd 

co.undAnss), was nccelerated dmfqg the t'me~ rrseiss 'sefore Ax&CWA. Qhus, 

on 1Z ,1~;.=,1st Vaers aero ZnrXcated 215 Ii2 a d  80 @?9 al+nnea on the 

islrwrd ( t o t a l  195) ; 02 27 4 1 q ~ q t  there -rere 35 I A ~ ?  pad 75 GLi? i ; l ~ ~ r a f t  

(tr~ La1 1G9) ; an2 on 16 S ~ ~ t e i l u a r  tk~ere vero 70 G,'Z rilmca on Szrdinis 

wrd Oorsicl ~ n d  an undeteminsd n3mBer of ID nlraes vhich hrd been seized 

1:; thc B e r w s  ~.f.i;t:s Iinl:-I s surrondcr hzSL been cm~ouncod on the 8th. 

As a rcsult of the xedmtloa of the unc:~:~'s strea{:th on Z:~dinir  anti 

hin reaov:21 t o  tke north of l;h,,t -nl;mea were leftl &AM' f o m d  ii ncceslji;sr 

to boz% oa?i;l olnc area o n  $he isl.>ad, PaSillonis, L-~ntXn:; ~;romB, north of 

$ F-.-7T-w- -== - 
-7 --;i &, p y y y  e~"1-7~ 

+ * r 7-22 ," ; ; f: l r F Y q  
q ,  $ +  -, , &-i,- ; c .- i \2-*F-j':G@ 

! i ; d . L ? - t i * & * k !  ! -<,- - .L  2 <  
&, 

-- - 
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l ez f l e tc  :ud 49,053 poste rs  otsr c i t i e a  in Corciw, 31~rdinla,  iznd Xorfhern 
14 

I talg. 

&*q m. .setw..cn 3 ad. 3 S13~)t~a%er ~ P C ~ U S I V I )  the en=;-' s 

air efforz was on n reciwefl male f r o g  w h a t  It hqd been fa -orece&ing 

. 2;3:hg+ in to  considcizr-tf on thc f nct that i.;rvroxia:rtelg ,543 zissf ons 

of KLLied i l s 8 ~ i ~ u  :a=& cct3.w~ :@re fk6:m d.winp tlle s?eriod, no~tl;' 3 7 0 ~  

cent~.1*~1 f t d y ,  %ha ;isia e.lr dozsnca c:rn-~ .r4 cxr t r~ordlmrl2~-  rsa~k, f o r  24 

of tho 53 n9~a1ons ~ P I J  no cnot,i~- fi,$ters :.;h~tZsocvcr, 10 sav ff,$iters 

\:hioh ,d.thou& in a m e i t i o n  t~ attrck did n o t  cn:qy the 'oonbsrs, r~nd 

o n l r  16 wero enty=~ed by the enan::. Bpfnwt the 16 ni~sians $$ifoh were 

rstt%d;ed :hc &I? zletr sorne 553 def ~aoi-;-: sorticrr , bat  the c t t ~ d r s  on all, 

e~cu.r t  thrse of t h e  nisaiorns irere xcaak, ~ w ~ ~ ~ G z I T ~ c ,  :md on 3, m7l1 sc:-,1ec 

Phe ui sslaao with ezicouaterad heavy :ma a ~ ~ r o o s l v e  o m o s i  tion wore the 

two attacl:s on the Fogt;ia instalXntions on 7 pad o S.zots.3xts and tbn 

~,tt:rdc on frc~scrt;i an the S%h, Tho f2ro-t for~atlan over Iori:$.s on the 

7 t l  I J ~ S  nat attr-dxell oat tho ;ooond for--ation ~.-ns a s s 3 1 ~ e d  "ofore, duxln:;, 

GG~F after the b0:2b ran by iGo,ae 45 f l~hters  o f  nixes t;*yos 4n T. &etc?rr~incfi 

attnc'z vtiich lasted ?or 88 ainutl$s. 530 t h i r i  fom:.tion encountered 15 

f i y p t c x ~ ,  GOZO of 1-3icb f i r ~ d  xoe!T~t-%;~e shells. In svrZ ce of these om>;: 

ef iort s, i ~ ~ x r c r a - ,  "she 2'lleJ nltancs c1~2Lr;:etl 4Cl cna ;  .:f rcrzft las%roycA 

t o  -chc l o s ~  of one Tortrecs. The nttzci: on T,"o,r: i a  on the 8th by 3-241s 

cp*llsd u? soze 30 t3 43 enm:? f iP$iters, but &.pin the ,L-is suPi'crcd 
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he:tvily--losins 15 aircra..ft ~:ithout s h o t i n s  down a single Liberator.  

aver Brascz%i tth eescor ted  8-f7f1: Hero j ~ ~ m e d  by nxomd 50 nire~.;,St 

~!klch attwc';ad r?g;~zs:i.i.el~~; but 23 hostiles wero d o t  ilovm tg t h e  loss 

of o m  Fortreas t o  11e.15 

Ofr'ensi~aly, the enen;. ctzrrf n9 out o n l y  ona attack of iqr?ort&?co, 

aminst F51zerte 2na Tsrr;;vllle harbors on tho Itrte ~vc??llng of t i e  6th. 

Yuee ~srtvec of Jil-SIS1; iwzrl He-Ill1 s,  each 1.rwe conristiilfi: of goout; 15 air- 

craft, c iuo  over the t%r,:ets. F ~ V B  03 the raiders rrere dcstmyed b:r 

IJlf ed ni&tfic&tart: m d  faw b;? flr:r. ';he clriief ci'o,~q.:,:o infl icted ~ac.s 

tlze firin,? 02 a petrol duty- 

S few s~42-sca la  fiybtur-boa2sr a t t a c ~ ; ~  rres3 c;srried out in tho 

l ,.oszinn v E ~ O L L ,  bat theso 3.6 no W y e .  3.6 

It t ~ + s  e-fidont tht the eaei-q va3 cont ia~~Aa~ his ? o l i o p  of congerv- 

irig lzls ~1tr ~ d ~ e n ~ t h  x~hlch, r~It'aouyl~ oaay  aealcted, ~ i r t s  st i l l  ca?z01e 

of  renCiarinci vc.3.nzble service in the critical drwa dxesd. 3ut in the 

process ho sdfurccl ha:milg, both on ground :xi& in the air. In the 

wed: w h i c h  precede& the ImiEnf;w at Szlerno tho A d s  1oc.t soao 83 plraes 

deatroa-e9, 16 nrobblly &t;f~tro:~efi, mC1 25 d_ri...-;yb tn r,erfzl cai32't;at. To 

those la n l ~ a e s  cast bo zd&ed raothtjr irbich 'JJeXc d e s t r a y ~ d  or dm.-,ced 

on the @oXtnd bj. ,Llliod bonnocrn Rnii f i&tern,  ,'.p,inat the total :in 

l o a s  o f  a7)nr-w-fx~tely 168 Arcraf t , tho iillicrr lost (ilestro,~ed, niaain{c, 

6w2:eilJ , w o a d  73 plmcs. C n  the groun& tha enen;zls instollc.tions 

;rere hit b;- alaost 4,OtO tons of 3 0 ~ ~ s ;  whim cratercd 1crnLinfy ~ t r i n s  a d  

tzxxl~xtgs ?ad srinshefi cad burned out hcmj-zrs tmd sh@aw at the airfields 
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rail lines, r o n b  JmctLona, :mQ 'crrld{;es essenf ia.7, t o  the enezq- ' 5  07era- 

t i o n o ,  and &irlsr~vtei ",as linno 03 co~:unic.;bion lea.clln:; t o  t h e  Cderno 

ares ,=?L tjne 3@1tl1 ,l~=;- seotox. 

%he 4,GX tons dr0~2~)ed b:r Allied planes were o d ~  the f ina l  =and 5n- 

'cenei-re eff'ort, f o r  3ct~;eea 1 h r i l  an& 8 So.*ts:~%er 1943 It~Li2's pnllmes 

dxi?od Is,%GQ torts of S > O B ~ S  on t f i r g ~ t s  on the malr3~~1d o f  Itfly: 10,5GS 

tonc on r&lroa&s, bridj;es, ,and bi&:,ws; 5,177' tona on s~5xdromcs ail 

landing { ,~~'ul ids;  18273 tons on p r t s  m u  ufises; 1,G@ tons an t roous m d  

positions; a d  192 tons on indus.I;ri~,l tnxgots. Since the end of tht; 

S i c i l i a  cawr.i,p alone some 10 ,OCO t ons  of 3onba hcd been dxo~rned on 

5t&l:r, and the -13Eis h?.d l o s t  (destroxed, nrobablg destros-ed, ,ma da*ge\l) 

on the ground $a& in $hc air  nors tfe"a 600 aircraft.17 3 e n  on the sez 

the A d s  could not hold f t a  orm a ~ ~ A n s t  the alica, 6cm;nite the fo,ct that 

Allied sMp2ins was on 2. 1f:rge ~cts le  and 1.~16 0 i 7 e r ~ " t i ~  on the open son 

t;hcrens ~b5s  sir ipgin~ vrza on 3 small E C ~ B  and 1:as l:~rgol&- ccosstal. 

3etwecn tho rddXle of . i u 2 ~ s t  cad d 8 q t e ~ ' B s ~ r  tile eae:?jr 3.lrrd B of UR s u p s  

s d c ,  4 nroosbl:; sd-, pad 27 dnnc:$:ad bx A l l i e d  plmt!w, tihile tho JJlies 

Iiad onlX C sups sunl: bj- enmy i d r o r a f t  pad su~;larfneo, cdthou& its ' 

vaasels traveled 843,600 shin miles duriny: the nerfoa. I8 

Tho n l  t-tion on thc eves;ling of 8 Yeptaaber, then, rqns V l s :  

3h5FOh;ii had been successfully l,?un&ed mrl %he Eighth lamy bad renche8 

tile 2811 nnd was con ti nu in^: to nom steadil~ n~xth;  ,iGS' E nlrzles k.d not 

o n l j  cowered t he  ~AYJ.~;T,T 1~md.inzn a d  $he operations r r h i c h  fallowed, but 

had c~ashed or vimed d9r.m t h o  ;~eztor nnrt of the &d s air forces ~ihich 
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Irere tnthin re.?& of Salorno oad hail seriously cl l s rq ted  the l i ne0  of 

commicn~rton lerzd2ng fxon central I tLd3- m G  the Ton into the talerno 

amo; .and tho AV&.UrFd;?: c o n ~ o y ~ ,  ltnder thn protection of li'.Ui??' s Ooastal 

A i r  Yorco, \:are a.prcaciling tho beaches between %,lerno and Paestm. 

-. Gho nard 690 nen-03-vnr, tranqarts, nnd landing craft 

a l lo t t e i l  t o  AV&%:C;Zi; swllcd in Lu Efrerent convoyr, f r o 9  six tcrainal  

ports at vargdng tlwon fro2  I) ,iiaus 6 t o  D ainus I. Tna rajority 0s' the 

chips of tho Southern ,4ttzcr liorco sai,iled fron O m n  tlnd algiertl and of 

ths 1-orthern ;Ittcc!; Zorce f rora  siserto mij Tr ino l i ;  3 0 % ~ ~  forces were 

joined on D ninua 1 b:' 2,md.ing ships c r d t  z?&cu sortied fron ,Paler,m 

ztniL T ~ r n d . n i .  Phe vafious elments os" the i l l w t m i m  fleet c ~ 1 o  t o ~ e t h e r  

north of p f i l ~ r a ~ ,  Sir3113-, on D ninus I, 

i h m i r ~ ~  tl1e trip there were EO e-rtnslon tactlcs, the convogs running 

n strd&t cowse un3e.or thr3 vratchr'u.1 O;T~?S 01 ni;.cr;aft of lidC:-'Il? ,m& 

herlcnn ,and ZrTtEsh tqara!ipa. 32:: of PctZ2r;;o a wCIpl,yticrn~l fix t?~ .s  

=?.Be on t ~ i o  islmd of Ustfca. &< d119.; of D ninw 1, (8 Smtcn2mr) the con- 

~ 0 ~ s  were ia ~ o s i t l o n ,  k d  de3lsre6, and hil stnrte3 the i r  ~-n?ro,rches at 

o. ~ o 5 n t  Gome 50 zliles west of the 'vreadaes. 

7J$ t o  3235 hrrura of il rainus 2 tho convays bad endog-eQ srzooth s a i l i q ,  

the weailier so in^ ~ 0 2 2 ,  rsnd had not ucen subjected to n single raid 'oy 

eneny aircraft. Zut  on the ni@t of I) b~inlxs 2 an8 the aftornoon 02 3) minus 

2 they ytere *ztt,*,c;zod five tlzea. d l  of t h e  ,ztt,zot:w %?era on ,z s x t 1 1  sc~le, 

she f i r e t  cae at 2 W  hours on 3 ninw 2 :$hen c?1erizg torpedo bosl'bors nsde 
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four runs 'bu% witilaut rlr~n~$jln~g the convo;. Pno baabcrs av-r,arcntG cane 

frail G O U ~ ~ O T P  Pr:.noo. 9rire other  four  rnibs were k i n g  tho ~ f t e m o o n  

of D afnus 1, the first two ('tsy five ,ad eight F;;-19e) P I  ik-i~n,: axr L':I 

:ad s i & . n ~  3 B r i t i g h  LGT, m& the lnst t t i 9  (bg six an& three bo~lbers) 

doin2 no W g e  decaf ts the o q l o p e n t  of rodre t   bod?^;. One enpa air- 

craft was shot down. 19 

Just ~tlt;  the en& of this serlos of Axis &mopmces tho .UlioCi force6 

vero e lcc t r f i i ed  by an 51nnounce~cnt ky Geaernl Sse:nho.trer at I830 hours 

on 8 Btm-l;ea%er t w t  rtll arruistice h ~ d  been s3.pt.d betvecn t h e  rlll2cs 

the I ; t f lZr?n  ;over~-zmt. Lhrsh~l ZlndogZf o hzd t o  postnone the 

mncruncescat bu3 Eencral Lscnhoeer had refused, -mc? ct 3,945 hours ~ni io&io  

carried out his D P X ~  of the il,;rezrr;?at by ?roclcimZn~ the cessation of 

hostiliti~s.~ n e w  in no WG:: c h m ~ e d  the A7IfiL;GJ ylcam. It mar, 

m:;over, i m ~ o  b ~ ~ i i  5 d i p j t l y  ciiverse effect on the t roons  who wan% ashore 

in the f ixst  xravsr; f xmsducn ao man1:~ of then s u i t e  lo,.;fcallg m3~ctdd  a 

F ~ T  twil l ;  wzep~osed proneriado vmre not tls::~holo@cz;.ll~ ra:aq.~ for the 

c t r o n ~  &rxcm raaction ?f&ch they ez~ouz~ te r~d ,  C~rtain7,j- the netis iiiti 

c o t  maet t h e  Gers:as,:.'hs obviously L*.d been u n t i c i y a t l n ~  a defec.l;ios on 

the ow-t of thoir v~cdz-I.x~ecd partner nn- iieso pre~rxed t o  op3osa t a e  

2tLli.e~ r:iEiout assir"tnnco fron tils I t~ l ims,  Fns principal effect of 

ciro mr~ouncaent ~ccr2s EQ bazn t o  increase ~Jrea* hewg burden 

i;rein,y 'cornc! by rZirF, d i l i e d  ~lnncjs \;ere clrdercd t o  treat I taLi~n planes 

ss f r i e d g  unlers tkey tool: or threatened to take hostile aotion-+ 

procshrc tlmt rai,ilt; on ail^ have git-eu. au i u i t i u l  ~~d~c"~nfae;c to kraa or 

Tascist -ailo"t flyin:: It?ll,m sircraft, Qids acltential &m,:er vas made 
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fact, thc entire arca frorrl Balerits t o  Paastun WCLG s ~ ~ n i ~ i a u s l : . '  ~1~yd.et, 

tho silence k i n g  broken o a r  in tno  mrth where 2rftPsh m v d  unit% 

were f5ring fn nrepzrztion Tor tho I~tntiici; of 10 C O ~ ~ B .  3ut the quiet 

vhs soon diqelJsd, for as the tro~grr ~1nfsroachaci tkL~ bencken the krzm-s 

p a c k e d  thex in -Zzflich ovar s publf c ~Stfircse srsten w i t h  the trorlia a 
6 C  

llColise on in tad give w. lie h.76 you COTCXGB! I m i l e d i ~ ~ t  el;-, the crier;:;. 

owencd ::ith arfillcrj-, ~-3chine , y a p ,  ,md ntortzro, his $ire s t r k k i q  aI.3. 

the IJCL=L~ fro3 the bsnchea t o  the trznsport lowcrinq points  ttn& cx.:lslng. 

fiomil~ ririu~e a n u  conaidcx~b'l,e confunion ctnonf: t he  l~adixtfi, crcafi; . !lct*exthe- 

l e sa ,  t h o  troop hit th5 bezches, miL1ed cnhre,  ,nst"e b e p a  b cork ins i r i l , a f i .  

5 y  2 q ~ l i & t  tiie nscarilt forcer: of 'E'i Gams I:GL-e apP~roac:iing their  

schc&d.~d objecliveo but wars atill s h ~ r t  of therr,. The 10 Borne, on the 

north, TP.S also uovlng iriLsat3 buk ;ins n e e t i r ~  bitter renistaice. Cri the 

left 17,nri.z the E?XL;~TS b5d. l ~ d e d  rslon2oocd n t  Zbiori, secursd the "ueach- 

her:&, :nC noved north tormrd the rromti.tin nacsrs 3ett;ee~ Sfilcmo m d  

Eo:msiF. Zet:;ecn ! k i o r i  rmd Fnltrrio tLe  G0:~~:m6oo r m  in to  ~lnor aanolrl- 

t i o n  at ':fc:ri but s,cr?n ~+1Prda t,c& it. 

IWing t k e  f:rortnd troonw r ~ d a  licf t c d  tlut stect@ nrof;ress in- 

land. '.'I COZ-06 net  its nrincipwl o : o ~ o ~ i t i o n  fro21 8% 1e:;et i o n  pa9ilr~s 02 

%CTI:D tipLI.&~ L~~C~CIZC~ iuel?,chos, anc gram tfnrfn,. ,  b0:~ri t h e  lilst 

Inl"catr,v Guriag nact 02 tnc tbx. .&tilbor;i rmd sE:ll c?.rl-,s ;%re--:rilh 

help r ' r o ~  Vi9 US& on 0x10 o c c a : i o ~ - f i l  blunked t h c ~ e  z t t z c ! ~ ~ .  

m G  l q r  r&bt;CelJ. the tT:ro c+ssccflt regizznk of tha 36th Li-Asion hzd 

retched tlzelr ohject lvcs,  boinf; inland ns nu& as four t o  eix rdles 

excent in the cstrcac co'akh arouncl t , g o ~ o l i .  ?he 10 Darns errcom5~red 
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even riare detcrrdned rcsietrmce but ~ ; i t h  tho hel-o of mval  fire WRS fn- 

lznd an average of ?I,CSO zardc by t he  end of t h e  b y  and m a  at.tackin,; 

::ontccordno rtirfield, one of its =.JOT o ajectives. E n t r o l s  iwh enteretl 

ktt iyae . l in  but hsd beon forcad out; other p~c~troln were irir?jdro~c-2iinC1: 

;;,flcmo Iror; tho east. Tfie Xiim~:tcrs were i n  t h e  ;;ocerr- nnd ia&%ni passes, 

tho ~omcllfios uero u o v i n ~  m s t  t o  ~ a ~ ~ m i o . " ,  

:lennt7hile, t t io m.~~3 SLiv~r~ion POTS 3m.j. carried an% %P-eir nssfyp- 

zentc in tha Ijrsqles area. Cne gr0ri-n 1raBed forces on Tentotens Islrad, 

End :?ftcr *:one zlesirtmco the s?l~CLl en=:- flzrrison smren&ere&. I m o r t ~ n t  

mev  ra;ir.r f x 5 l i t t e s  were t:km ovcr. hnothcr fyom der,onstratcd in 

the Gulf 09 Gaatzr , cnLlint; oumt Liaiiad e n m y  air re:&% on-:md allov5r;g 

che f s i o  lsrcas t o  reqort thc ri:radab of cm ,ULf ed 1-ntdng in the  mea. '' 
t i iva~den fn %he c d f  02 @~-di~ 'I f fcS 2 f ~ l l ~ i q - ~ ~  t~ the S Q V O ~ ~ . J . I  s & z ~ X  

c.ttttc1:~ on tweet6 in tht area lo;. '.iel2inr;tons on Chu ni&ir.t; of 2-1/18-62q, 

Dalnr: D - b d -  X I 1  Air Support Combad orovicJ-~d continuous -2lr G O V ~ X  

over skdn~ing in the astzul t  arc8 t a d  oror tho beaci~cs, in a c c o r h c e  

tfith k11e h b l i n o  A i r  Elm r"o:: A\Lill&Gid2. TroGectlon was l u n i & o d  'uy bxo 

r;a.&-ttlrans of 2'-321s r r o n  ri'irst t o  last li~<fit, one sq-mdron o f  A-3Cts from 

s a  eml:: as  loos sib la to  as In to  as aossibLo, one sot~-.&on of S ~ ~ i t f i r c s  

l ' raa  08CO t o  1m3 hours, and one sqxdron of Seallrss fron as e:t~l:.~ as 

~ o a n i b l e  to  08SO hours  pad fron l E O O  bows t o  as l ~ . t o  as yossihle,  

t'arrl~r-bo~n.! clrcraft a s o  L-dntoineb st,mitfng pnntrolfi a r e r  the northern 

fl,ar&~ of the asctm3t arms. In ~ c ~ I B ~ L ! . ,  L C ~ Q  I l e o t  l4r LC- was rcvm~lsible 

f a r  n:strollinr; the northern czd of tke  &AT of ; d e m o  cntX r;s fcncnx north 
23 

G O L x ,  ;hi10 the Sicib-%e-sed ainnec or* the U%Z md "cze FAG' 
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covered th aflnter mrl south sida with ,b36gs f1dw TOW covcx, .I?L3E1s 

ncU.im co.;cr, a b  S ~ i t 2 i r u ~  tcq cover. Tho r ' . -Z6'~ ma P-55 In flew from 

"iesas on the Co'emin. FZ?,iu, tho 27 i t f i r e s  froa fields in the Messilia axus, 

cnd the Senfirc;a f r o x  carrft.rn 02' tha ::estorn 17zva1 T P , s ~  Forcelc C-wrTer 

e Yorce. 3 

Ses~firea $1~;: their first sortie in st9nort; of t ie  invc$sion at, CGZE., 

l?-d~iy.'~ Sicily-baaed fifhtern did not e n i m  u n t i l  trlifioort izn hour r f f ter  

31 
li&t. Zhereaf t o r ,  both @oms rput in a >no:,- tias-, the fol'x~ar s'U9.u2: 

firhtorc to& over, :zeenin{; tvca n l r . c s  over tho mrz at 211 tines. 33 m- 

ini; the entirt3 (ir3y 1;PJX ' ij stircr~ft Linitt;& their orerations to -orot;cctin&. 

tile teacher: anc l  the ofi'shora &i~?in$#, ~ n d  gave no cXrect support t o  the 

L~ounif troops c.; the. consoll6ated the ben&csds a d  noved s l o ? a r  i d a d .  54. 

A distinct affsrence of opinion existc: ae t o  the L u o m t  raii sevcritl- 

of eneny ~3.r rezction rrhich rd~ad ?revoked by thc l r a & n ~ ~ .  r i a  :,"esterm 
. . 
-Q'FECL Tad: Porce ~ Z S  recorrted in its his-tory of i~'~iiEJLiOd2 that the cnez;; 

the  ran16 unlo::iIin~: of t r , m ~ p o r t s  and nrvticzllca&- of 'uonts at the 

uonhing :md stxaz'ing et tacl;w eff  ect1vd.y int errmt ed udo%dirxg a c t i d  t i  es, 

2huse attrtc!zs, sculd the xx4va3 h i a t o q ,  not only foroed neraoaxiel on the 

keachce t3 I ; z r l f~  Gowr 3nt ~ ~ I B T O  stso effectivr in d r l ~ i q ~  certain 01 the 

unlocfiing ~ ~ x 6 o m o 1  fwiil the beaches. 'Fie scrae of these fitt~2cI-T~ hm 
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Lfttle e n e s ~  nctf an in tho nix  tms e~cowztsrea on tha flrst  &gli; ~thz's 

a f l y  @err~tioxs:tl naii Intelligexrcc Smnrz r  02 9 Se?tenyoer shotro only 

roderc:tc snw1p nc t i t i tp ;  it8 Omrtttions 3ullotin for the perlod notes 

that there V:LS l i t t l e  rkzi~ action OP L & & ' r  ;mal saxs thzt the enexr ez- 

r:aced very 60180n aniX c-ac in o n l y  in mnll nuzibers w~ ich  were effectival; 

i;cnLt tdth; I t s  ;r'eeklg .:3r I n t e l l i f p ~ c e  Sm~-~ir:,r 6~x3~2 fist '5% is &parent  

t k t  tho @nay dfti not &*kc an extrenc air cfCort cgain~t Ciig l ~ a d i n ~ s ' t ;  

thtzt the C~G"s air effort over the beaches .'!?fir- net ssverc, *oeiwg, confined 

t o  s z m l l  t ia  mQ rim rc?f6sr :!3d 

In mite  of these fifferenoes it is not t o o  afgicult  to ansess the 

scale of the eneuyl c &T :i.cti-~t~ on 13-&y$. :&nt hcymnod was that he 

f lew enon& sxall niasions over the beaches ~nc: skrf nnfug, rmd flat: tken 

to cause considerable m o p a c e  t o  troop-, engaze3 i n  unloadinc smplf es; 

but the 5-3 t o t a l  of hi? s o x t i ~ ~ ,  was s=ll,  his  rt t tac::~ ??@re not very 

acgxsssive, nnit t ho  &-~. f ' . f 'c  and casm l t i e r  which ho cnu-sea tiere slif:ht, 

cs>eclnl lg i i  the$- are considered in re1:ttion t o  thc nieo nncl f n n o s t ~ ~ s  

a9 the ZLmdin,i_:5. Qhe Savyr o a r o n o l o ~ j  of the &%; I s  oocratf ons contains 

820 ref orcnces to encay nix ccf id t, , but soria of the2 obviously are 

fi~mJicntions: an the o%her h.md it c,mot bo cmmw%l that ovcrg Bernan 

cttacl.:: over t he  beaches ma. the bescU1ea-3 kms rmorted to the l * c ' l%~.  

Probabl;r t i r ~  CommiElng Qenar,d of XI i~5i:  v:ara cY.one to a corrcot f i m e  

rhen he reyrteil tht about 30 enmy aircraft, in s!ifclL ,TOLIB, '6:ex~ 
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cqw1 number nnye~rcd. during tho nftemoon 2nd e- r l~ r  evening, ?ajl h ~28.11 

an E4k.t:~ that "there \;ere confJSnua1 smtll sci;le ntt&&:r; t l i s o ~ & o ~ t i  the 

my" sscecs -t;o be an accurate statment of t h e  nature and exbent of the 

Ju-88's also pttr t ici~, t ted,  eeneclz1& ovcr %he beacnec, a d  a ferr J U - ~ ~ ~ S ,  

4.e-IU $3, cmQ 29-21'? ' P  were reported. h e  orl&n of tne bombers ir. un- 

certain; thcfr  nrizci?al bosc, ToggLu, sliowed no sign of  activity durinc 

t i c  -7. 
a3 

'Iha eneq.- toak every advmtnge of speed, cloud cover, md the 

mountains back of tne %ri&g&cad co no t o  h i t  skrpl:: and then rmn for it. 

ink: an tne efipc of the b a t t l e  area tfiiere the Znltflras could. not nursue 

9fn beea~xe of Lac:: of & ~ : s o l i ~ u .  .hen he d3.d attack he c:dii;ab in fast r.nd 

left fact. He o'perzt~d dGar.t cintlrely in szd.3. p o u p s  of fro:.% ona t o  

e9x alraes , renil sonotizes h i t  the ~ o x t h ~ m  rmd the ~.,craf'nnsa ,wens % i d -  

trtnc~ucl;. in order to confuse IAl l fed  fighters. 40 

a d  :ktr,r. Si&tors, in stccorit.%~ce w i t h  the ,;ir X 4 h  of IrewQnf; ~~romft 3G 

g l z a e a  oser t h o  asfir-ult R X C C ~ E  z i t  al l  timcs, a c t  a lcrrge moport ion of tho 

raids \:ere 'urol:on m or timed ba&z bcf ore tire uttzcc:zlng alrsnec cou3.a 

o i t h o r  ban3 or strafe. ?or axauple, n r tmor" t~  t ~ e  L ~ ~ c a C L i n t :  General 

of YIZ AS3 at OYCa hours; stated: ' i t  8515 on b3 S g t e x b e r  2 Jlf-EB destrsred; 

-- a - - ----- r* -- " --- - -. m ,- *-.>*>--s-P% 

$ 6 
7 m p  :<-+c-: -r; 1 L ?-kt "3- - -9- & 

- - > 
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64 
oL 0660 Zav bocibi ng attad:, 6 ;/A turned back by %itfiroat w t  0730 one 

J o 3 3  owcr beach, tars bosl'ao dropped; nt 0750 Spitl'iren snfagod &-21',~ 

iatrol ai tw:%lon ~~tl~fcctor::;. Q f n these actions tno fiibterr; received. 

rera 12'l;tle nae is tmco frorc thc f5:htcr control. center on tilo for 

the simle roason %he A rskw not $;@@tirig trtc irdomstion it was 

+ (Ground Control f n t s r c m t o r )  accurc.=t~ a& helpful. s o t i  &:; fi&.tcrs 

rad ni::nt f i e t  ers wore h2f:dimgned 3:: tho restrictri ons witch the nowtains 

In s-32 t e  of 1-~7,t4ng to o_nort.t e cnS5r+nt scattered :tttticlrs, Uait 2ad r?;n 

tactScs, m d  lzttc t1arn5n~y, t h e  A1llcd fi,-$tars nrartged t c i  dettroy four 

rneEir aircxZt hica:e ona , t o  the loss of t i r l ~ )  I -35 s in coz3at ad. 

ant; ;pit f i r e  in noncozb~,t. 5510 effectiveness of thr fi>:nter coucr, 

sucmle-iented ug D.E~T.-:I~ ,kj Tire rinii sradx SCreeTif;, in nrat eotiri:; ~ ~ l i p q i n g  

I s  intiic~itcd 3:;  ti.^ fact tna t  timing the. &..y o n l ~  one s X n  (an 2 2 )  ;gas 

sun": ma oonc (,an LGZ) &xqiyd. ~t TF, not vsoa~iS le  to ectln::te C k u ~ g o  

t o  perromol anli e a u i ~ w r a t  on ehora, but thero f a  no ~ v i d m c o  t o  SGOW th;t 
il- 

i t v:3a =;.thinL; exomt  ssc~ll. "" 
;isore ?as, of course, ng k . q r  ilr ~:hiCh the could hive accurstol:,r 

io rocecn  thtt the GerEn dix Zorce not put m a rsucu. stronger effort 

an Lbzar: 31; t h e  Zac'r of mescience wzs unfoxtmmto, SBC~IIFQ tne f u l l  

comi%=t.lzt of ~.~vcdlnole 25f:htcrrr to cover t h o  ahinning tzmd tasichca ~ - . a ~ n t  

ta-tt none tvcrs t?.s,~~ilrrirlo for direc t  cu:mor%, aad. i t  5c orohable 

bad there been Gone foxr, of diwc  'oomin:: or ather nttm!:  nr i~t teon ez- 

ployscl by %ha iUli es soon &tcr &;:i-liyatr t h ~  h;rtrr-.asinsy firs lZili.ch thf- 
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Germma pIr,ocd 0x1 the beaon ui&t h v s  been a l i n i n r ~ t e & . ~ ~  CertaLnl;; n l a s  

b d  ?seen redo for &$rock fir SU?-CQT~, fne r~rrm;~drr.nt 'eoiai; that requests 

cou ld  3e inili:tt cd :in, mi; commnder =ti be tmns: rtted back to the 

Qcadqw-atera t o  :m3@ tin alr sxpport ptri-tp \$as attache& (aamally n 

r i i  vicioa heiaa~w~rtors) ; thcn the roqcect , nf t e r  ueinf; approved. 33- the 

 round force carixaccr, m u l d  be t r r ~ s L t t e &  direct Bo ?b.r 6vynost r ~ o n t r o l . ~ ~  

Eox:avcr, Lio:.ring t o  the complote cemf tnent of figfiters t o  the  nrotectioa 

of bertcl?hea&n r t ~ i i  ;lie .,.!szfl1?b. cgmoy, no C ~ Q P U  ch,, sumort bozmin:; was 

1 i ,v~ \ i la31~~~  Ullti!. D p l u ~  &, as no ff,jlter escort  :ms ~;railciole.~' Even 

Go, 8mh O P C S T ~ L ~ ~ O P  r igh t  have b ~ c n  r,osaiblo adthout unia; ;ic-&tor 

c ~ o r ,  irz,rrs~uch as CeroraL 2isenLovor iurbracd the CCS &inin,< the 

that Craor?3 c l ~ a e a + J ~  of TiLr bm"oia:., ior;;cttions bre standing, oy t o  heln 

;if th ,:r.-;y ~ l s  i'avo~,~'ula tarL;ot m ~ovslqrr. ,146 

iflo ncGiv5ticc of Strategic ,ar ~ o r c e ~ '  on \:era o r i a r i l j .  for 

the p.lulaos~ o l  isolntiny the 3ztt3.3 zona. S~eciIic;-U1,', -A'Z1s hemies 

und aediam \:ant for IQUG-8, rallr7a:f jmc t i  ons , m d  orifiges , ~ : ~ r % l c u l x ~ - , ~ . j -  

in tho 9 : , n 2 c s - L l ~  nrza but also t o  tha  soutlxsest to14arJ io.l;sns;s: c~nd 

Ez>ri, in 0 x 2 s ~  t o  h l n h r  the 2ue~;'~s ..~ovsacrrt of r e i nh rce~cn tw  into 

-- f b - 3~~19ruo ~ e c  %tar. rfia .'~llir*s kc~& l ~ ~ c i ~ i ~ e d  -!.xJ2L!L!G-iS ~:l t 4 ' ~  t ,r:o a ;,j or 

f i.;.r"i oano, thzb% :'&+Z 's 2L?Li$ters ri!i'-31% be u n " G ~ 1 ~ 7  $0 l~~'2dl.e tire G c ~ ~ z a  air 

force over th3 a ~ s d i ;  ares P.+ea~.wt of  the Qiat,urco of the beneliaa fro,] 

the J'lchtar 'Gases; ~ L L Q  other L h r ~ t  thr? Germnn r,.i$fit thro~:  %n 51x61 hravj 

f:romt3. reinforcamnts th:tt \'I a i d  10 Corns rrifht not be ails t o  hold ~ n d  

extcnd tlic 2B-xite-lor~, bcnchbead. 2ae f i rs t  of t h ~ m  fe* lr~  Pix3 L?rqaL;- 

larch d i s r ~ e t l c b  3, %he e-cant~, of a E  i-iT11;' T firbters Izmt tho n s c o r  
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of Goy- *csaribfng ~a& straffng t o  a f~inian~. !Be second fear m s  one 

ishfoh vroad mt reach a crisis mtf 1 two OX thred d ~ ~ y 3  aff er the landings; 

i t  was YHi;3's resnonsioility t o  reduce o r  e l l d n a t e  th%t f m r ,  far :r+L'C 

was 'che o a l y  All ied  eledent ~ r ' i c h  coldd roach ou* ?ail. i n t e r a c t  the l ines  

over rMch tho eneaT1s rciaforcenents hcsd to m r z s ~  in order t o  reach the 

ktt &re area, 

Curin,; Z~ds.3- :.iUZ'e bsnbcrr h i t  t i r e@ key yzl~ces d o n s  tha Geraa 

reina"orcei~ent routes. Sixtr-one 3-37's d r o ~ ~ c d  172 tons on the bri6,:es 

over the Tcrltl=uo Xvcr at 30nu.3, -ad nLota,granbic coverage 2~owed t k i C  

00th roail "ilrldge~ aera alsogt c o ~ I . ~ t e l ; :  destroyed, the  xai l:my brl%ge 

ss~erelg &vxtf;ed, -.n& se.srer:cl roads cut. 2his raid vms of anrtictiiar 

interest mid Lqortrtnce ns It was in %!I@ nsturcs sf n 81reAalacesent'1 f o r  

tho raJsr mrt of the pmatroo~sr o*1omtlon t&icla Bad bee2 ccmceled in 

ordar to set uo the c b o r t i ~ e  CILiX;i' TI. Dixt,~ Toxtresaes .further l m e r e d  

co~lriunf c-&ions rioovo I::-.Q%QF: ky ar0~7ing 183 tons on the Cmoello ijxidges 

between Qmun tho coftst , bl~cc$.ng tire nnnroncLen t o  tho brfdges but 

not hlttiag thc strmctnres, Cne hwdrsd mil t n d s t e s ~  3-25'~ mlonded 170 

tons of ewloslvss on %he E/~ls, rc.cra& and bridges in *be. i ' o t ~ n z a  area, 

east of the brid~eh~aii . .  

2\10 att?.c::s on enem27 sirr'kelda 11e1-o carried out dur ing  %ha d z ~ r .  

Forty-one 2-24'3 of the IYnth A i r  2arce boa3cd the rog&a comlex; and 

a. lLw&ijln-; crowd at Sczaxmno (on tho Ins te~)  , ~I;iioh kLsd been 6i~covcrod 

b:r photo rcca-issace on the 8th, w a s  attacked. by 6'7 U, 2, 3-22's 

which 6 r o ~ p e d  Y? tonn of bozbr. Ec3suJts wero goo& ~md, fa rzdiiitiorr, over 

Togcia %.a Wbarstors slmt dcst;~ n h e  meny yilmes r a i l  at ~ G ~ T A R ~ D  the 
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LIaJ:r2udere deetro2.-ed st least four on thtt ground, 

 stt tack bsn%crs m d  fik"ator-ba~oers a l s o  wero rtcbirc. 53:el-m .i-X1r 

attadred I l l  li" nehr ella (rrest of Catmzaro) td.t;uout success; -3ut another 

12 c,m@ over five ui12~tes later and destroyed se-~3xal ~e i l fc les .  One 

Cosenza, .ma 1Sof;liano meas in tile Ball. 

To Yiaso P-W a-osmtiona tho Goxn,m befexnzLvc f i ~ h t o r  force offered 

vlrtutilly no onfroottfon, the -24 aiwefon orsr Fog@-s b e i ~  the anlg one 

attacked, ,and evon thore tha 42 eneny aircraft wrc  not wk:ressi~o. 49 

GAG totall :,ctit-ities of imt s nlmes  Tor the nerlot! froea lSOQ hotcrs 

on D minus l--tli~ca the nssctl32t can-royc bemn da~lo:4ng $or t h e  ay-)roadrl 

to thc de3a~l:ation nointc--%a n i @ C f d L 1  9r" D-&rz--'r;hi:n tile 'ow.c&eads Imci 

been ost:C~lisheCi a m  a l l  of ~:i~.;4."!: nlzxcz axcegt; its ni:,$% fi&lters mil 

n i&t  oonbers hs& cnllea it a, &?>---;qere .ztn L'OUO~IS: he-*i~~.' bombers, 121 

eartias; 1 c d . i ~  ~ ~ O I Z - D ~ ~ B ,  248; l i g h t  ~ O ~ S S C T S ,  75; f i r j i t ~ ~  ~oi;zbera, 239; 

nicbt boAYbsrt, 56 ; &L>- <i$iters, 778 8; O ~ i x r t n l ,  B3; choto racomissmce, 

82; JA~WG l'i&tnrs, 86; tots l ,  ~ o r t l u s ~  1,649. T o t a l  v i c t o r i e s  wera: 14 

onnm;plmen destra;'e&, 5 &-1;12,geii, 4 destrogcd on tho pound. Losses 

:-era: 4 ciostropd, 6 m ~ s s l ~ q . ~ ~  A s  Genernl Zise*ower -b?u% i t ,  Allied 

d r  30-ser 1tdato.zf; in ouqort ol 5th Ismy noniti=ns.fla 

-%ions m B 3, 2 2 a t p b e r J .  Cn 10 pad 11 

Eenteibar t h ~  :if th Amy c o n s ~ l i h t c d  thr: ~ o s i t i o n s  r%Lch it had won on 

C-Wdr and collCinned. t o  xova s l o r ~ l r  inL,md. ':I 'I~oqoa net aln3ct no onm;- 
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o ~ o s i t i o n  on D nlus 1 r.h%le P t c  troons wore getting Frrto n o r i t i o n  t a  

cantfnuc; the aG.vancas, t h ~ :  Ge=m 8Grm~;th beinr: concentrated 09 the. l e f t  

flLdz QE %lie idL2cd l ine  a~25na t  13 Corns. 3: tile end of D qlus 2, 'Iri 

OOSI]E lin~ foraed irxoTJul~x senicfrcZe m i  reached f rom j u s t  below 

Peracao, on the 2ela RLver, to ~ J t a v i l l z ,  L i l o m e l l n ,  rat? ?occndrtmias 

(the la t te r  In eaez;r h n d a ) ,  a d  I I L L ~ C ~  thca c m d  sautlmest pad vcs t t .3  

reach the coast "ola~!  i~grocoli .  Around .Utadl la  znG k.occ,?&?sqi8a the 

troons waro ialnns? t o  n, d q t h  of 11. ~ i l e s .  On 10 Oomsr f ront ,  r*here 

tho naunia5no vsre closcr t o  the ~horu anrl thc 13cr:~t.m or~nosi t f  on was 

tou,:3er, nrqTeso 172s slo?:er aa4 tao tietzpst ~cnetr::tiolz -TZS on ly  fi5-13 

1 tig,%-Ji:t ~ei~:-dncd in ene3t;;. &+ads af @er 61:s cr:*,s,;;c o i  SncZeci slve 

s.t;rut:gle. ::mtacomir~o air) ield i ~ a c ~  b e ~ n  overrim - i t  the f i c l d  ?*as n ~ t  

a ~ t t i l t ~ o l ~  lor idlie2 n l ~ ~ l f 0 3 ,  3s 5% I : ~ S  under t i r t i l l v r y  fire froid the near- 

Baleruo, the Ccij,~!-.nios r;.,o:~cd norta of Y ~ e t r i  nstrlee $hc col:st ro;t.fi, 

a d  she P;lscezs ad:-aced 115 niles wsat t o  kosit ,mr~ tG.xile holairn,; tbcfr 

r ,~c i c ionc  in tLc I:omt d% C:ni.mzi pad : : o c ~ x E L - ~ E L ~ : ~ u ~ ~  -fr35S138 TS ~9ns.I; Germ.n 

comt cr;tttncts.G3 

:lantti-dle, reinforceil%n'c:: in ren an% gas had born nourfny c?tjZ~xe 

imd hunheds of ton:: ox" n u m l i s ~  :=ri;L efinthr?~nt k , d  lmded over the 

oeachos; $ha enaq iw.1 besn deaiad the. acccr? r o d s  on beta f lasks;  mir 

tho continsuln: t;ood 7:enther $-.we kimc to "LIP l q J l i e z  t i s r i t  t h e h  rnto oZ 

'mi ld- t t  r:olfid 'be rufr"icientl;- ra9irl to ofi'st3t the Slots ox' 6eri.n re9n- 

2orces?a$s :$nicll vera rminz 7ns fron t'da sough +md ro l l ing  &o!m  fro;^ tho 

nortii, rGere UZied bo;=blngs not off set; thc c8aeall~tion of tho 
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progoscd &on of tue 826 .'~5r$orno Eris=isLon at the 7rolt;urno crossingt; 

-:,llLed Zer,bers r?oro conecrncd over tr;o w,t to rc :  one, r ~ i  trl IIontecsrlZno 

s t i l l  mtcn"&le, 3i~fi ter  cover ~ m l d  hays to cont5n;m to be furnkci~ed 

e S a r ~ @ l : r  on tho old lonr;-r2rr,r;e Basis, wits ~ g c z i o l ,  mze naairt,aace Iro;a 

t ea=oor.-c;, 3'i;;at o r  o tripe ? ? d ~ l r  T iero boia;;; Inc'ipf 2; cons+;r-=%eft insirk tne 

C;n 10th a6 11-1.~ iXLlZ8r nl;aca c.sutinuc;l t o  cover ta-rc ~ O Z ~ L L I L C S & ,  

thc beacher, m& s i i t~t~ing,  t o  ctri 're r,t enel:.- t r a r o o r t n t i o n  routes mis 

3.nad c o ~ t ~ o ~ s ,  m d  80 nin doz,n thc Gcnam :.ir nra o;- c.$tctd;s on air- 

Gxones. Ch the 5 th,: 'edit ~rrc~1arn.n ,UF C s ~ ~ m d  ia'romried Stratc:$ic ,mil 

krrcticr3, t i r a t  &win: tae next few d,~;, F .the function ol tue air forcas 

t:sviLd Se ta isol?tc t ~ c  battle :men a 9  t o  dartray ei.scm;- perromol 

eq~pnont. ectivc at 1L33 1'1010r;7 on the >th, 3 x x - i t c g i ~  ;:odd be res:aan- 

s l o l s  for $ire arca nortn of the l l n a  B&ttly."gllc-,lotena&-:'ari, exckucive. 

?ad Tactical for al l  nointa  ~ ~ u t i i  of t m ~ t  l ine ,  inelnrive, In "eta areas 

tno s:>msis of the ~ 3 r  nttaes P J E ~  t o  b e  nlaced on rsna ~ o r ~ m n i c ~ t i o ~ ~ :  

used 37 tho cneq- t o  rc3nl"orco t h o  'cattle area, E8 

Cn D plus 1 [dad D nlus 2 the rsnc ti oa 02 the cEe:::- s ai r  zm 713 s 

d e f i n i t ~ l ; ~  etrron~ur tLrsa it b,,d been on Ewt;, @io said5 o-%-cr tbs nsszult 

arca ::ere st i l l  mstk; s ~ a 1 5 ,  in nuibor o;t" r,Z;\zie~ tncr K L C E ~ ~ I I  rind contillla~d 

t o  be of t h e  ~ l k d t  m6i T:LF~o~;-, -out Zi;ere- ?-ore sore nissions th:m 

THIS PAGE ~eclassified IAW EOI 2958 
www.MtMestas.comwww.MtMestas.com



them ha4 been on the 9th. me atteaks began at 0109 on the 10th and 

continued steadily throughout the clay until a3most mldn2&t; were renewed 

at 0200 on the 11th and, during tho day were as nunerous as they had 'been 

on the 10th; and before the end of D plus 2 many of the raibs were on a 

9 larger aclrle than they had been earlier, containing from 10 t o  20 planes. 

ihe planes apgeared t o  be coning in from Vitexbo , Frostnane, and the 

Foggia bases, with a few bonbers @?arentl.y flsng down from southern 

France, The eneny boiabed and strafed, sometf nes hitting the beaches and 

sometime$s"himing. IIost of the attacks were delivered by fighter-bonberta 

but there was sone dive bo~3ing a d  some high-level bombing. In aAl, the 

enemy f l ew mare than 100 sorties on each of the two days. Wen so, h5n 

reaction continued t o  be smaller and less severe thaxa b d  been expeots8. 

llATBF1s fi&ters met these attacks with the same system of patrols 

which had been used on the 9th, but found the going tout;her fa the face 

of larger and more frequent raids. During the 10th Cay-fighters broke 

up or turrzad sway nors than 40 rdds , about one-fowth of which were major 

attadrs involdng aors than LO planes, and one o f  w U o h  was a dater-  

'bomber attack from 1005 t o  11s which very nemQ llsatwated 

defenses. m54 on the d & 0 s  of 9/10 and 10i11 ~cauff&ters were in action 

ma perfomeft well, aespite the fact that t h e  hi& ground f o the east 

inCerfered d t h  ra&r coverage a d  reduced the amount of h e l ~  which 

con2d gtve. On the 11th the enemy made a q e c l a l  effort agasnst 

the Bl l i sd men-of-war, and with sone smaesa. 17he US4 Sav- suffered 

a h & n g  Mt from a glider bonb or a rocket which smashed 3nto 

the No. 3 turret m?i e ~ l o d e d  belaw  deck^, was -aged by a 
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nesr miss, and the USS was daoaaged by s;a enemy plane wh2ch 

crashed 15 feet away. The attack o n  the came at 1000 hours, at 

a time when the f ighter cover had been somewhat reduced, partly bemum 

i t  was desired t o  disorganize and &elay enmy II!T movement t o t i m i  the 

assault area by erqloying sorile fi&ters as fighter-bombers agafnst the 

move~ilent (thfs appeared feaei'ble in view o f  tbe meqectedly small enemy 

air reaction), and partly in  an effort to bold down p i l o t  fatfgue. After 

the Savannah ~vas hi t ,  nornal cover was promptlj restored and continued 

throu&out the rest of the dery. 

On the 10th -4llied fi&ters f l e w  70 patrols totaling around T50 

sorties overthe Salerno area, and on the 11th they f lew some 500 sorties. 

20 th i s  t o t a l  of 1,250 sorties the a m b l e  Seafires added anotherBO. 

F o r  the two days the fi&ters destroyed and probablg destroyed 21 enmy 

airuraft , while l o s f  z q  laeveu. 66 

m f n g  the first three days of the invasfon the air cover over Salemo, 

according t o  sn observer, had been Hexce21ent+m the attack force fn the 

northern area dntrt idng 'about 985; confro1 of the air &uring a11 day- 

light hovrs and a possfble 905 crontro'l. during the hours of b r k n e s s , ~ ~  so 

that livery few Germ planes broke through this cover,''57 l!he same 

condition &gears t o  have existed aver the southern sector. But the 

situation at the end of the 31th was not one t o  came re joicfng at N m .  

%ad-3ased fighter pi lo ta  were be&ming t o  ahorr s l @ s  of fatlg~e--bron&t 

on by frequen* and long flf&ts in omurrped cochpfts--and acciaents were 

increasing rapxdlg. The number of gerst ianal  Seafires had been redwed, 

mostly as a result of mishags not comected wfth coi;ibat. "for a sustdned 
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air effart could not be kept ug fron carriers alone for more f k  48 t o  

72 hours," and the planes had begun t o  suffer heavily from landing 

a c c i d e r ~ t s . ~  The G e m  air force was making a etronger effort than on 

D-day t o  i a f l i a t  heavj damage on personnel and equipneat while the A l l i e d  

planes were still M n g  t o  f ly  cover from far-off SfaSlian banes. A l l  

of these unlappy conditions were due, In part, t o  the fact that the 

A l l i e s  bad not been able t o  aleas Xontecordno a ir f i e ld  for use.59 

The %day and D p3srs I convoys had been scheduled t o  bring in some 

1,500 personnel and 250 vehicles of Zf ASO, 800 personnel and 159 

vehfoles of P-8.3, and 650 personnel nnd 330 vebtcles of XI1 Atr Foroe 

Service Coma~d. Altho@ some of' these bodies and vehicles were delayed 

until D plus 3, moat of then cane In on schedule, %is psraonnel had 

two prinaipal jobs t o  do; one was t o  move air force supplies z;nd equip- 

lzent from the beaches t o  drmrips Blld from A m p s  t o  airfields; the other was 

t o  repatr arqv damage wh2ch might have been done f o  Ilontecorvino airfield 

and. t o  prepare teapoxax$ landing f ie lds  dong the beachheail for fighter 

planes. Allied planner6 had recogpieed the p o s s i b i l i t ~  that I<o;atecomino 

miat not be iamediate3,y availa%le t o  Allied planes and ha& plannet!i that, 

if necessary, up t o  six lanBn$ str ips  would be conctructea clooo t o  

the beaahes . 
At abo'u.3 1700 bows , 9 Septenber, a detachment of the 817th mginaer 

Avirtticm 23atZalion went aehore from an LS!?, fornil a 'bfvouac area, and 

began ssarcbirrg for aossibZe air-strip s i tes .  The first f l e ld  m a  

seleated ~t WOO but was a*oandoned an hour la ter  because it was under 
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fire. A second afte was then chosen and before. mmlng the engineers, 

working by moonlight, had chopped rail fences inta slabs and Zafd out an 

emergenc'y runway. Dnrins 8he night heavy equipnent was brou&t ashore and 

at 0715 on the morning of the 10th work was begun on the o o a s t w t i o n  of 

a an airfield at Paestm, Draimge Wtches were filled, tsees cut down t o  

clear the approaoh, a 3,800-foot mway scraped, and a tadway and enough 

hrdstandtngs c o n s t m f a d  t o  tkke uare o f  one fighter: squadron--a b,v 

0600 on the 11th the field w&s operational. Before the day was over four 

2-38 1 EI had made energency landings. By the end of the l l t n  the Pfriishing 

touches had been put on the f i e l d  and additional hardstanding8 had been 

built. 61 

Leaving a >art of its personnel. t o  k e q  the Paestarrr ffe ld in opera- 

tion, the reuainder of t he  817th began work on the mornfng of t'ae 11th on 

a second field,  naming it 1ISele.M That nfght they were forced by pressure 

from the German ground forces t o  evacuate the site and t o  move t o  

Passtum, h t  on the morning of the 12th they returned t o  Sele and by 

working all daS and through the ni&+ they e o q l e t e d  the f i e l d  early on 

the 13th. The following day they began constructing a third field,  

h o r n  as uGapaocio, l1 &f ch was operatloml. on the 16th. 6 P 

The fields at Pnedxw,Sela, and Capaccio d l  were within the Sele 

Pdoer- >,g2'0291i seotor oehind VI Corps. In  the Salerno-Sele Zver area, 

~acl;  of 10 C o q s ,  B r i Q P s h  englneorls of 10 Corps &rf%eld Constmtfon 

Group wera at work on nt least two f i e lds ,  one of which, Tuacfano, was 

ready far use on the llth and another, Asa, on the 13th. 
63 
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Ta ~ f t e  of these strenuous efforts It was s t i l ~  true that on the 

night of the 11th there were only two fields ( a d  on0 emergencq Z81;dtng 

strip) on the d n 2 e n d  whkh could be used by Allied. figheers, and that 

the fighters would have t o  conti~:ue t o  meet the G e m  a h  threat by long 

patrols from Sioily ma frorii .the Testern P1TamJ Task Force oersiers, E4 

On the Loth mil ZL6h l?Mts 'bombers had continued t o  hi t  the enen,vfs 

l ines of cammication and alrf2s3ds. Oa the ni&t of 9/10, 52 :iellingtons 

attacked the Grosseto I: /Y~s,  causing fires w h i c h  could be seen by the 

returning planes for 100 miles, asd U. S. E-2jt s and I!! and WYJ light 

bombers hit the road Junctfons at Auletfa, airfields at Frosinone and 

Grazzanise, and road tmsport in the Auletta, Ave1li .n~~ Oosenza, an6 

Sapri areas, !?he attack on k.osinone was ecpeci&ly ingortat because 

photo recodasance  on the 9th had revealed the presence of more than 100 

enemy 3laslec on tho f i e ld ,  

On %he 10th 34 3-3.7's dropped 96 tons on the road jmction aC Issrnia, 

16 uzlroaded 45 tons on the roada and built-u? areas at Boiano, and 33 

dropged 100 tons on raads and bridges around Tillaaova in the &lano 

frpiao area. Toor the th ird  straight day 33-24'8 of the Hinth Air Force 

h i t  %he FcggLa installations, f l y i n g  24 effective sorties. Kedims also 

were active, 35 3%-26ss, bombing the Fomfa road junction, and two forma- 

tions of %25ls, each of 36 siroraft, &tta&ing t h e  road nets at 

Cast elnuova and Cassino. fn all, the luediums droppa nearly 160 tone 

of bo~zbs during the day, 

Ff&Z;ar-bombers Iikevdse were busy, 'U. S. A-36's and P-Z3 s flfing 

76 effective sorties against the main roaas leading to the battle area. 
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PiloOs claimed the destruction o f  more than 100 motor traasports. O w i n g  

t o  Allied air sqperioriiiy it m e  possible to send some ffghtera on patrol 

carwng bombs, the pi lots  being given their targets while In fXi@t; 

having bombed their targets they w o a d  then crarry out their nornal petrol 

duty. Thia tme o f  operation was used ~articu2mly by planes operzting 

@ear), on Sicf ly, were slow and uncertain, 9!hrou& fhi 3 system it was 

poseible t o  obtsin air SWOT% wlthin 10 t o  30 minutes after the ground 

troops had sent  in the inftial ~ e ~ u e a t . ~ ~  

Gn the ni&t o f  10/11 the round-the-clock assault on the mew~'s 

lf asa of communications continued. I'lellingtons, :~Stchells, and ll&t 

hombers attacked the Yomi a road junctf on, the torms and road junctions 

et Auletta and Corleto, arrd road t ra f f i c  in the Avell5n0, Erienza, and 

Cosenza meas. Such nilght attach were particularly inprtm8 at this 

stage of %he omupaim. for the enemyts main movaments ware of necessitg 

made at &at; and the bon:beret value in disorgmizfng transport ~chedules 

and In inflicting ma$ertal damage made their aCtwks of irqortance out 

of all groportfon t o  the scale of their efforts, 

On the l l th ,  W9 B heaviea h i t  Benevento , dama#ng the s, roads, 

and a, bi&way bridge. Its mediums, in 167 sorties, pounded the roaa 

junctione at Ariano I rplno,  Castelnuova, Iseria,  and Efignano, A smaU 

BAT Balttrmre force bombed Sapri. During the dar fi&ter-bombers flew 

1A-1 sorties agsinclt roaas an8. road transport. 

'Phat ni&t ( ~ / 1 2  Setember) 96 Eiellingtons dropped 187 tons on the 

a3 rfield at Troeinone from whhh many enemy planes had been takf ng of f  
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far r a d s  agaost tho bridgehead. This a.tl"ca& ~ i a s  follo~ved on the 12ta 

b~ a B-17 z i s s l o r ,  68 aircraf't drop2ins 128 tons of fra: rsd 330-pound 

GrP boibn on the lmdin?  ~ r o u n d  and ins-bclla$ians, fr'he t w o  raids l e f t  

Frooinono unssrdcortble,* thu field Izavil~ 150 oraters. l'o other attacks 

on airfields mr? made by IP?I"$ bo~bors durlne, th3 nRxt se~era l  deys, 

partly b3cnus0 the GiLa was not  posjnz much of a threat and par t ly  because 

P T J S  found itselr ~ h o l l j  c o m i t t e d  t o  close support OF -Lho ,yround troops. 

Okhm- mjlssi ans on the 11'i;h-b of 11/12 were flo:m 'by 46 B-251s (ixith 

Booton p a ~ i r r d e r s )  ~ikiSch boabod %he roa& ak duletixt and Corleko, and 

br liig11.i; bombers wlrS.~h oor%i.11uod -Wleir nuismcs raids with. 42 sortios 

&gains% roads loading to -tho ba-b%le zore. 

%her opssctbions of XUU3 on the 10th end 11th Emluded fiS;hts? smops 

by P-Mlo oyer soukh~rn Sardinia, nightly nickelling oporatfons by 

xellingtons, p5trols by plmen of C o a s t ~ l  over the c o ~ t ~ o y s  t'hi ch were 

rcov5n.i: f'rw Xortii?. Af'riom p o d s  to ;icily Rnd tha beaohes, ~5.r-sea rescues, 

. and photo rscon dssf ons . 
Durln~ +he kt' i~ days the enemy oade no effort  to intorcep-b 1FSAFt3 

henvios and ndiuils, buk enployed hfs entiro ~.wailablo fSghter snt;ren$h 

affeas i~eLy a,;nir?st .Ulied ,pxand forces end s h 9 p p b ~ .  H i s  boabors vmre 

similarly employed, so i2na.t; &ere were no nklxcks apine.t; N . l i e d  p o r k  

66 
tad ins%ellc&ions outside of t h o  bakkle area. 

4 

Os the 10Kn cad 21th TT;*dSto aircraft of dl. -bypas flew mors khm 

2,700 sorties, ~'~5th d~.;lr f i,:h$:ors acoount5.n~ for dmos-t 1,600 of the=. 

Jh cozquring a~t iv56ies  ;for the  WIO days it 9s interostini: to n&o that 

--'T T6 7,-,';7)r,fy 
,- [p-7 r- - i t  . * I '  - + L a  s,r I k l  
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the day ftejlters flew 895 sorties on the 10th but only 682 on the Xlth, 

rrhereas fighter-tarnbexs whYeh had f lown only 76 sortfes on the 10th flew 

141 on the 11th.~' ~~A~~ wrrs b d d n g  t o  ahif t  some of i t s  fighters 

from defensive to o$ feas l~e  operaCions. On al l  o f  these sorties the 

All ies  l o s t  15 planes (destroyed or missing) and had 3 damaged. On the 

credit sicle o f  the ledger Allied at rcraft Usted 30 enemy planes destroyed 

in tihe air, 4 proba'bly destroyed, an8 6 -ged, plus an undetermined 

num'ber destroyed or damaged on the ground. 68 

On the ZLghth Axmy front, on 9, LO, and 11 September, the British 

had col;tinued t o  push steadily northward, occu~ying Catmzaro and advarne- 

fng to the area of Petillia and to  just aoove 33fcastr0.~~ meir progress 

was not rapla In% the alowness of tne advance was due more to sxtensfve 

denalitions aria Geman rerr-guard actions than to aqv real atteapt on 

the part of the eneoy to gut up a strong defense. !the 'bulk of the enemy 

continued t o  retreat north taw,?& the dVXLAli.CH2 the G e m  Egh 

Command evibently believing that if the Alltea troops in the Salerno 

area could be smsh~lad it woad be no proolen subsequently t o  handle the 

BAYLO:lX ogeration. 

Dwlng the three dsys Desert Air Force continued t o  coaperate with 

the Eighth Amy by smasrlfng at the enemy a e  he moved out of the Catanzaso 

area and headed towara SaZerno. 2hroug;nout the day Of the 9th, German 

columns hwmng through the mrrou bottleneck below Paoh were attacked 

ay li&t bom3ers and fi&tex-bonbers , the planes being gutdad t a  t h e i r  

tiargeta by the %lack s ~ o k e  which rose fron burning vehicles, By the end 

of the day more than 90 vehicles had been destroyed and 130 damaged, 2nd 
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consideraBZe casus2"cies hail been inflicted on  personnel. There ma no 

opposition br the ensray's fighters to  these a t t a s .  

l?or the next few days  DAYts cooperatloxi with the Blgnth Army was 

curtailed owfag t o  the diversion of sqplies  to the  Salemo area, and 

most of lta fighters, operating from around Uilazzo in northeastern 

Sicily, wore used for escorting Allied bombers attacking lines of comuni- 

cation leading t o  the Sdemo sector. l!he Eighth was not negle~ted, how- 

ever, for it wan aided by ma&Lms which attacked Sapri, Corleto, and 

atrier junctions whf ch lay betteen the Toe and Salerno. 
'/ 1 

Meanwhile, by the end of D-&g General Zlsenho1;er saw no roasan to 

Delieve that the eneny could force the Aflfed troops from their Salema 

briibgehszd, a d  he also saw the advantage of supporting both A V U ? C l U 3  

and the fast-~ovinf; BAYTOZT by a drive up the west coast oft the mainland. 

Consequently, on the 9th he set in motion the already-planned Operation 

l i I ~ B O l 7  by starting a part of the British 1st Airborne Division into 

Tm~ii io ,  and followed them on Bhe 10th d t b  ground troops of V Oorps. 

khere was no opposition an tne troops went in, the Germs having 

evacwted the entire Iteel. Italians actual17 assisted the invaang 

rorcaa in establlsbing thenaelves ashore. 2he mvsl u n i t s  which trans- 

ported tho troops of V Corps were escorted by f f ~ t e r s  of DAF to the ex- 

Oreme limit of their r a g e ,  but there were no incf dent s. 72 

me taking of Tarato was a va2uab1,e operation, It gave the a l i e s  

a very necessary port tnrough wMch the B&th Amy could be suppued, 

whtch, ~ 5 t h  the opening of the part at Salerno on the conaiderally 

reduced the Allies1 great problem of maintaining i t s  forces ashoru; it 
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furtAer dispersed Qernan air and ground forces wad efforts; ssd f t 

initiated a drive a@nst twa htgily important Germ-held centers: 

Bari , the 'best port on the Adri&ie, ant? Fog&&, the cenCer of the Zargest 

and most useful complex of airfields in southern Italy. 

Fro3 'Paranto the 3ritish forces moved rapidly north and northwest, 

meeGing no opposition for aeverzl da3-8 except around G5ofa (between 

2sranto anti sari) .74 

&&& AV83,AXHX, 

a By 12 September, in spite of seriau~ dis- 

ruption, of his lines of commmicati on by constant bombing and stro,ftng, 

the enemy had 'loeen able t o  bring reinforoenents into the Salemo area, 

elemente of twa Patzzer dipisions having come q from the south a d  units 

of two other Pmzer divtsions had= arrived from beyond 1Ta~J.e~. Tne two 

divisions iron tae aouth dqloyed w i n s t  IT C o q s  and those from the 

north aminst 10 Corps, Biireover, Beq9te  the adtlmoes which had been 

made bg the Fifth Amy, the UemWs still held a num'ber of interior roads 

ail m a y  iqportmt hefghts beMnd tho battle lines and so were able t o  

aaaaaatrate agdnst slnosk any desfred spot.  me weakest place in the 

Allied line was along the Sels River where, excegt for one armored 

brigade (reoommisaance) , thore was a gap of five miles between VI and 

10 aorps: en the 12th the enmy launched a counfiera%taok in this  eectar 

wftb the object of outting the fift=a Brny in two. 

During daylighti on the 12th the Gemnans h a c k e d  elementer of VS Corps 

out of ,%ltav513a and f ook f t and Hill 424, a kex terrain feafnre direct ly  
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behind the totm. A t  the same tima they drove 10 C o q a  O I Z ~  of k t t i ~ g l i a  

vdth heaw lasses. On the 13th VI Corps s t t e i i t e d  to retake Eli31 424 

buf; failed m d  wds forced fo orbgmiao a def endve If ne along La Cosa 

Cree';, about three miles east of ~ t a v i l l a .  On the left flank of TI 

Corps an enmy fnfantrptcmk attack pushed the Amxicans bad: beyond 

the Sele Xiwr orossins a* Fersano. On the right of LO Corps' front 

the Germs drove paet Battipa@ia and dorm Zne right of the Sele 

Pave2 t o  3 i v i o  C L o f f i  where elements of aorys gathered together evenF 

ava i la l e  nan, stopped the a d m c a ,  and orgsn;5zad a. defensive line. Tn 

two days,  &long a two-mile fronii, the enemy k d  driven a deep and dangerous 

salient into tho Mf th h n y  Ifnes: at one point he was within three miles 

of fhe sea, 

Xn ordelt to hold the Germ thrusts, virtiudilj all. o f  the a d l a % l e  

forces of T I  Carps were shifted, in30 the Sele Hver-3a%tipaglie area, 

and oaw a few o o q d e s  of beach engineera, some air aarvioe m d  fiplhter 

groq ground crews, and other noncoabat troops were l e f t  to hold the 

vasious passes through the hills which led to tihe southemoat part of 

the benobhead.75 An enmy attack on tb* right flank of VI Corps could 

easily have penstrated to  the coast and caught VX: Corps in a pincer nove- 

men$: at the same tine, m y  fwther  adpanee by t f l e  enemy do-ma the Sele 

Fdver woad split VI an& 10 Corps, an6 night remiLf fa the elimination 

o f  the entfre 'beschhead. The sttmtion was critical. And it took the 

conbined efforts of the gronud troops, the a i r  forces, ,yld the sad 

forces t o  save the W. 
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On the ground 10 Corps held f ir3 against assaults on 13 and 

14 Segtember, while VI Corps by exbensive shifting of troops was able t o  

stren~then the weakest posttions in its l ine  sufficientlg t o  throw back 

Germ thrusts r~h i c5  came late on the afternoon of t!ia 13th and* on the 

14th.~~ 337 the 15th the Germ attack8 were l e s s d n g  and by t h e  16th 

the threat had passed. It is daubtfal, however, if the ground forces 
7'7 

could b v e  held the enear if *her had not reeeiped hemy assistance 

from sea asl air. The naval forces eaters& the fray In the early morning 

hours of the 24th tihen the fired 356 rounds against tanks and 

mschine-gun nesta; during the afternoon the same ship fired 900 ~ozlnds 

sgaiast roads from 3 o I i  t o  seven Idle% south. On the 15th the British 

battleships and &J&&, zzp f r o m  k l t a ,  hurled tons of projeotileer 

against mew troops and positions, with the -, &&Q, and ::avb 

adding hmdrede of romds to the total. The navaS. forcos continued t h e i r  

bombardment on the 16th. but by the ni&t of the 15th the G e m  penetra- 

%&on elreedy had been sealed off m a  rendered an Smo'bile target far 

heavr strikes br I T U ' s  planes, and the surviving enemy elenents had begun 

Pwzlng this engagement-as well as in the entire period from %day 

t o  D glus LO, dwing wM& mva1 gmftro was used rtgpinst lana target8--. 

f ire  wars cont~olled og cruiser planes, shore fire-control parties, Eoyal 
' 

Artillery GCrasshogper planes, end USA&?? P-51' a, The latter displayed 

sudh ski31 and ,pod judgment that fh6 ooxnanding officer of the 

re2orted tho,% thelr sfiotting *gave excellent resultsn ana was Qy fa, 

the most suc~essFc4 nethd of ssottlng 80 far tried.1t79 
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& a a t I p p s  3- The part played by the 

a3r forces in breaking ug the Gemnas counteroffensive wag ~itsl.  Like 

the pava?. forees, however, it did not begin t o  throrr ite wef &t directly 

against the enemy's ground forces unki1 the 14th when the Yifth Uwl s 

~ o s i t i o n  becme criticd., its operations on the 12th and 13th lmgelg 

having been a continuation of the program which tt had followed on the 

9th, Nth, an8 l l ta,  that is, cover br GATs for the beaohe~ a d  the 

shlp~ing and attacks by IJAStiF on lines of conmuxltcation. 

On the 12th NA'ZAZ's fichters f lew 650 sorties over the beachhead; 

the eneny flev about 100 fi&ter, ii ghter-bonbcr. and bomber sorties over 

tho a r a ,  but he was less aggressf ve than he had been on the 23th. Oa 

the 13th Z7hrnd flew more than 500 fl@ter patrols an& arned recodssanca  

missions over the brfdgehead; the G,4F flew ap3rodwtel;;r 120 day sorties 

and 40 night sorties over the entire ba+tle area. k i n g  the two days 

Allied fig&terrc ef ther destroyed or  pro ba%ly destroyed batween 15 and a 

e n e q  planes a d  h g e d  6, while losing 5 destroyed ana 4 damaged,80 

b i a g  these two days U. S. A-36Is began t o  be re-emplayed in 

fighter-boaber raids agafnat enmy trxsqortation. On tho 12tb aome 70 

L 3 6  s made attacks on roadrt 521 the S s ~ r l ,  Potenea, and .jJzletta areas; 86 

vehicles wsro alsined as destmyed and. 59 h a g e d .  On t h e  lZi%h dxLlar 

attacks cldaed the destmotion of 25 vehicles Rnd the damaging of 40.81- 

Such apexations had been contemplated broa the beginning of the iavasion, 

On the 9th LIBC had fnfomed ITASAP and lTAw that, as soon as the eneny 

air sitm-bion geriaitted, P-3Yts and A-36':~ wovld be used in stp~orC of 

ground opefa$ions in the 'battle area; that such operations would be under 
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um-l 5 - 
the direction of BA(Cm; and that when the aircraft were flgZng in meas 

for w h i c h  - was remonsible, operations would be coordinated between 

the tw forms by I T A I ! A ~ . ~ ~  On the 11th some of lhTE1s leaders hab come 

to  tha conclusion that too RELIW fimters were being used on defensive 

patrols fn proportion to enemy air activi ty,  that the 2-30 p i lo t s  were 

beginning to feel that their e f f o r t s  rrere "being wasted,# snd tfiat Ittfe 

must be part icularl~ careful not t o  allow the German t o  make us k e q  our 

entire force on a defezlsive role when ha2f of the force will. serve the 

swa ~ w p o s e .  u83 The belief  tha t  a partian of the defendve fortle could 

now be shifted to  ofuensive missions no doubt vras strengthened by the 

fact that it had been found that the Spitffros coUd extend their patrols 

to  30-35 mfnutos ovor the beachhead. 84 

me pascibill.ty of eqlofing a nuoiber of the 'fimters in this  new 

role was further e w c e d  by the faot that some of Chem were norr 'based 

within the beachhead. IZZIe f i r a t  contingent t o  arrive consisted of 26 

Seafires whi& l a d e d  on the 3,005-foot Paestum ctr i?  early fn the after- 

noon of the 12th. The Fleet Carrier Force fron wnich the Seafires flaa 

operated--and fron which they had f lown n t o t a l  of 't13 sorties since the 

morning o f  YLdaS;-hci withdravm fron the assault area at 1000 hours that 

mornzng, t a n g  ~ 5 t h  I t  the bulk of i t s  planes but LeEvvZng aLI that were 

serviceable. ?he Seaflres operated from Paestum fo r  o n l y  two days ,  

departing f o r  Sicily on the 14th. On the 13th and. 14th the U. S. 33d 

Fighser Group moved fron Sici ly  Do Saestum and prornptly vegan juqing 

enenqv v'bonbers as they came off  their bomb run amr tino beaahes, On the 

13th two s~mdrons o f  P a  $Stfires mrivod: these, eygleaentod by a 
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th ird  sqwclron, agparently moved froa Faescun on the I d i t a  and set xq on 

the Ilascfano strip. Tnsreafter, as enginems coirgleted dore strips, the 

fimters move& in rapidly--so twt by the end of D 31ua 7 (lb September) 

six squadrons of U. S. A-36' s, six of W Spitfires, three of U. S. I?-4b s 

a and one OF tac/reoce P-51's were estabUshod ia $he A~XfL+U~CG area on 

the fields at Paestun, Tuscimo, Sele, Capncci o , and ~sa. '' These 
fields were most use-, dthougn their  valus waa somewhat reduced by 

.the fact b a t  they were ao extrenely dus%t;y that &rIignt taker-off's and 

lanctings often h a  t o  be d e  on instruments, and accidents were frequen*. t] 6 

On D plus 3 General House, Comxmding General of XI ASC, went ashore 

won the and sot ug his herrdqwters near Eantecngnmo (between 

Battipaglia an& ~alerno) ,  bu% the fo12ot~dng d a ~  he movea t o  a goint 

closo t o  General C ~ G ~ X E ~ S  heaaquarters near the mouth of the Sele FAver. 

Fron this spot he dlrected IXTMrr: f i & t c r s  and fiehtex-bonibers ae $,her 

operated over the 'beachhead and on close-suport and fnlzudex n5sdons. $7 

88 
%e 64th Tiin& was left in 10 Corps sector as a Iov~er a s e c t i n g  echelon. 

Tacticrtl ~acomw,is~ance missions, wMch were esacntial t o  close- 

supsort, artiller7-fire, ard intruder aissions in tho bat t l e  zone, were 

carried out by the Eritish 225 Sqmdron (Spitf ires)  and the U, S. 111th 

Squadron (2-51 's), Tn tho bednning tactical roconmi sgance was perforned 

on a prearmxn~ed basis with a set number o f  missions, the P-51's workinc 

in the northern sector a3la the Sr>i t f f r e s  i n  the couthern. &fter D plus 3 

(12 September) = 226 Squadron was affilfated wtth 10 Oorps and 

operated under ins0mtions issued by it; the 111th Squadron similarly 
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operated with ?A Coxps. Up to s ix  two-plane assions s &r were'carried , 

out IS eaclt a q u a h ~ n . ' ~  

A w l s  bombers a lso  put in a busr -- on the lab, flylag 56 heam, 

147 rneiklum, and 12 li&t bom'oer effective sorties agffinst road communica- * t iono, and droming around 400 tons of bonbs. 3-l7's hi t  the U i p a a o  

road junction aniL the Senevento road Junction an8 briilge; 3-26;s bombed 

Isernia a d  the Porml~  r o d  junction while 3-25's a t t ~ c k e d  the roads rat 

Ariano and dorleto an6 the road junction at Castelnuova, one-half (72)  

of all sorties by medims for the day being agdnfit Ariano; and Saltinores 

hit traffic on the ~agonegro-~detta road, During the rxt&t of 12/13, 

65 T:elUn&ons b i t  the Castelnuova rood net, 44 33-25's attacked roads at 

Auletta, Potenza, and Corleto, and 39 li&t bombers rrdded vmious raads 

eaat of the batt le  area. A totel o f  2% tons of" bombs were dropped 

dwiag these ni&t operations, 

me ~ t t s d i s  on the 12th and the night of 12/23 ooi.qletoly destroyed 

the Castelnuova, road junction, cut the road northeast of Fomnla in %bee 

placerr, blad~ed the southern entrance to the >enevento roed bridge, and 

cratered the r o d s  around dr3ano. 

On the 18th iVW's heavies and nedlums lovterea their s i & t s  a b i t  

and weit for the roads imediatel~ berond the senicircle of aountains 

which lay bak of the Saxexno plain. Torse del Greco, Torre Annmzfeta, 

and Pompeii--all on tho roads frou :Tayles t o  Salemo--were hi t :  2orre del 

Greco br 33 3-17" with 99 tans, and ?orre Bnnunziata m d  Poqef i by 36 

3-26's a.nd 35 B-26's respectively, a total of 74 tons being dropped on 

the two toms.  OP the main road south (which man fron: Saleno through 

- - - . - -. , - - 
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Deli and Adetta t o  Cosenza) 59 Bv17's dfomed 1,060 x 100-1b. bombs 

on the Sala Consilina h i @ w & 3  and tho road juncttan anti briclge st Aeem 

3;ucaaa, and 22 3-26'a dropped an additional 51 tons on SaLa Gonsflina 

vrhila 24 light bombers attacked the Ate= road junction. 

%ring: the night 113/14) 91 Tiellingtons pomaed the rorrde around 

9 Porpsii with 1G4 tons,  and 23 3-26's (afdeb by SPaLm pafilhiindara) attacked 

the roads at Forme Annlltld~ta. Farther eouth, a Like force o f  3-25's an& 

Boctons 'oonbed the ro@s and- raflwax at San Stmerino. I~Ieaawhfle, 34 

light bon'bsra cmried out intmder rAssions over vaious roada north of 
YO 

the battle zone. 

Ae the ground situation further deteriorate& on the 13th, W pra- 

pared t o  throw i t s  full strength a&net the enew i n  close scpport of 

the Fifth Amq- Its  f irat  task was f o  bring in troopa t o  strengthen QI 

00~s. The plan was to  drop 800 troops of tho 504th Eegfrnsnt of the U. S. 

828 AirBorne Divfsion on the night of 13/14 e.nd 2,100 troops of the 505th 

P,e&ment on the night of 14/15, both drops t o  be immedlatefy behind Vf 

Corps. On the latiter night a second force was t o  be dropped near 

ibellino; i t s  300 woul.8 be t o  dlsr.zg)t the movem~nt of Gemm troops south- 

mxd. 

91 The first mission, h o r n  as G I A l 3  I (Revised) was set  ug with only 

a few horns' notice, t he  51st and. 57A Troop Oarrier liinge being nottfied 

of the nissfon at 1330 hows on the 13th. or&arr; for the mission t o  be 

carried out being insuea at 1830 haurn, and the f i r n t  planes taking off 

at 1950. Three pathfinbar aircraft led the way. The? took off from 

&rigento, SiciQ, shortly after dusk wtth 60 parrctroopera and &&-&a 
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beecons, Exmtoa lamps, and Handi e-Talkf ss ( SGE-536' a),  an4 dropped the 

paratroopers and equipment eqyereLy on the Drop Zone 3.6 miles south of 

the Sele PJver. :fithin three minutes the T,ebecaL!urekas were fn opera- 

tion. Fffteen ntnutes later 82 C-47'~ and Q-E3ls o f  the 6 1 s t ,  313th, 

and 314th Troop Carrier Groups began coming in fron Oomiao and :Ii.lo- 

Brapani ,92 most of then homing oa the 3 u r e h ~ .  and the parstroopera 

poured out, The bulk of then hit within 200 yards of the DZ and al l  were 

within one m i l e  except 53 Company of %he 1st Eattalion, which was dropped 

8 t o  10 miles soulheest. Tlot a plrsle nor a mcen was Lost on the mfssion 

aziE only ane nan was injured, zlthough more  the^ 600 men were droppe8. 

!?he gar&roopers were *&en by truck t o  a point near AZbmella. After 

helping t o  stop the &man advance the regiment went over t o  the offensive 

on the 17th anit took; Alt&v%lla. 

On the follol.rfng ni&t (14/l5) Troop Carrier carried out the second 

at salon, GXAX2 IT, when 125 ~larrca of the 61st, 313%h, and 314th groups 

aropyea 1,900 men with their equipment. The same DZ and s m e  general set-  

q that ha& been used the previous nf&t in G I ~ Z T  I (Favieed) were used, 

a d  the drop vas equally successful. The bulk of the  troops landea rdth5n 

331) yards of the DZ, and all crane dam within B, nile and a half except 

sone 40 men who were dropped 20 &lee north. S i x t : r  waiting t d s  took 

the troops fron the 92 t o  batfle etations, one battalion befag; placed in 

f ront  of Agropoli, one at Ogliastro. a n d  one by Capaccio. The m e n  

relieved the beach engineers and servzce trooga who hhd been presned 

info aervice for a laat-ditch stma in  case the Germans attmked on V1: 

Corpst  rigat ruln&nd who by now were tnree days behind in theis job of 
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unloading over % i ~ n  bcaaes)  and the tired and battered 45th Mvision which 

had been in tho li& since the landings. 
93 

IChe third o f  the missions, ksown as C;I;&TIC f f 1 or Drop, 

was carried out  on the nip$* o f  14/15 in the v5oinity of ilvellino, 

was not  as successfp3. as the two drops ne& Paasturn, Tortg aircraft of 

the 64th Xroop Carrier Groq baed E O 9  paratroopare of the fi09th Airoorne 

tkginent t o  a BZ 2.8 niles south of Bvsllfno ma 25 m i l e n  due north of 

Salerno. Fifteen of the planes dropped their men In the vie- i ty  of the 

DZ but the reminder of the troops Laded anywhere fron 8 t o  25 milee 

awey. ?he average distmce from the PZ for all o f  the 40 plane8 was seven 

miles, %e men Xi~lidea in scsttured and small groups. Kost of them ccme 

dam in woodlands and vineyards whid made it difff c a t  f ~ r  then t o  

assenlle, In additf on, moat o f  their equixlment bundles were l o s t ,  no 

nortars or bazookas ever being found. As a result anlg a small fame 

succeeded In reaching Avellino. W s  force blew a hole i n  the main hi@- 

way bridge and taen took: t o  tho hills, as did the other groups. After 

waiting several ~ J ; B  for the arr3vaf'l. of the Fifth Arn~ the scatternil 

elenents moved south and. bit by bit made contact with tlse ad-cing 

All ied forces. By 8 October onlf: 118 men out o f  tne 603 wao had been 

dropsed were s t i l l  listed as Idkled, oaptured, or dsaing.  

The lack of s~ccesa which attended %he -4vellfno drop resulted f r a m  

a coniblnrttfoa of ctrcumstances, The limlted rang of the 50 transmitter 

and the Alas lamps which the pathfinder force set ug prevented aZ1 but 

a few of tna aircraft from receidzig the necessary homilzg iadlcatioxrs; 
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hi& h i l l s  about the ;DZ prodably furl$mr shor6ened tho r a g e  of these 

LnsPrments. 2he planes found it d i f f i c u l t  to pick out the D3 area be- 

cause of a si10L2aritg in topography anong several valeys anS rages of 

n i l l s  in the vicinity. Lt was not posf;ivle t o  use visual grow3 signs 

ns had been done in the t v o  &lerno drops mere--uecause tae area was 

in frf endly territory--a large lighted itl?ll had pointed down-h%nd t o  the 

DZ, Kost i r r tant  of a l l ,  p e r b ~ s ,  rms the fact; that the mountafns 

mound Avellino forced the troops t;o drop from heigkts ran&ng fron 3,000 

t o  5,000 feet    hereas as the Falerno drops had been made f r o n  600 feet), 

which mtur~lly mde pin+of n t b g  iznpossi3le. 
94 

rio enemy air opposition t o  these three miasions showed np, althau& 

during GIBiiF I (Revised) an enemy plme was orrer kne area of the DZ for 

30 &nukes. :;or was any flak encauntered, and no small-erms fire except 

on the AveLlino drop where a few p l a a s  were aoled, i4ore important was 

the faat that, there was no fire from 2riendJ.y guns as there had been 

during the paratrobpar and. @filer operations at the opening of the 

Sicilim c.mpL@. 95 

The results of these savesrtl drops cawed General :Iarsbdl t o  ex- 

press the feelily= that the Blies were not sufficfently developtnf: the 

af rborne facilities a d l a D l e  t o  tnen. lllChe SiaIlian and tho prerrent 

caqdga,ll ha sat&, l4rifgbt have developed vex>? different3~ if we had 

been in a position t o  h d l e  sinrultmeousl$ nore thnn one rtfrbomte 

division. n Ee lelt--and General m o l d  agreed--that the Germans were 

particularly af~:&ia  of Allied airborne operations and thae such o2erations 
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would help i massly with OVEEXGW. As a result of G;eneral.Earshsllr 3 

s t n t a e n t s  the CGS instructed the Combined Staff P18nners t o  reconsider 

the Anglo-Anerioan propam and policies for the orgmiaation and employ- 

ment of airborne troops and t he i r  supply by 83.r. 96 

On the lhkh, as the  ground situa%ion entered its most critical stage, 

N U ?  went all-out in d2reot aid to the F i f t h  krrqy, Its barbers, fighter- 

bombers, and figh6ers flew more than 1,900 aorties. NATAFl s f iehters and 

fighter-bombers f l e w  more than 1,GOO sorties on patrols aver the brid~a- 

head and the  offshore shipping and on bombing and strafing attscka 

against targets of opportunity in the battle area. In the lat ter  attacks 

the U. S, 4-36r8 destroyed 69 vehicles and damaged 35, mainly around 

EattipagUa and Torre Annunzbta; P-38ts, soae of them operatjag as divs 

b o m b ~ r 8 , ~ ~  rttaoked vehicles, roads, bridges and yank3 in the same 

localities and a t  Auletta, Eboli ,  and Avelliao; P-40's bolnbed the docks 

and railway at Torte Annmdata; and fighters of DAB', sweeping north 

f ~ m  new bases at Reggio, strafed transport around Bofi* In all, the 

fighter-bombers dropped 159 tons of bombs during the day, 

Heavies and mediums-with most of the hesvies f l y h g  two missLms-- 

divided their attention on the a t h  between raads leading into the  Salerno 

area and Geman concentra%.fons 0.f: troops and supplies i n  the Battipag3ia- 

n o l i  sector. Thirty-four I3-17'~ dropped 102 tons on Pompefi and 37 

more dropped I08 tons on Tome bunziata,  Eore than 100 U. S,  medims 

pounded the roads leading northwards to Avellino &!a southeastwards t o  

Adetta with approxbmtely l.40 tons. 1$j.nety-n5rle B-lTts, 15.4 B-25'8, 

98 3-26's, and 36 W B.d-thores blasted the. area around Sattipaglia and 

Eboli with 497 tons of explosives. In an:, :JAIiF@s bombers flew more 

-7- -I 
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f h n  700 s ~ x t i e a  d-wing the day, exolu~ive oS ni&t mirrsiona. 

Dtwiw this etsge of the operations-daad through ~s 15th-Stmtegic 

Air Force was a tactical aTr force, for i t s  heavies and mediums oprated 

a r e a t l g  in coopernliion a t a  the gomc7. forcea and i t s  attacks were pure3.t~ 

t a c t i c a l  in nature. SO& of i t s  p'tc?ses %onbe& so close t o  the Sifth 

Army that Ita d s e  wodd have been disastrous.u98 

Outdde of the oattle area, along the dL&iat;ic coasG, 19 3-2dt1s, 

formerly of the l;in*h dfs 3orce--w3ose heavies had been transferred on the 

13th t o  the We3fth ,Air ?orosgg--hit fhe Psecara ~ 1 ~ ' s .  

On the night of 14/15 l W 1 s  Xellingtona launched thsir heaviest 

at tsck t o  data in the cw%ral, l!ed.iterrasecbn when 126 alxcraf t continued 

the releakless assault on Battipaglf a and Siioli by droppf ng 24Q tans o f  

bombs. 3-25's a l s o  hft  molf and bombed ronda around liuEettn and WoWBe, 

while 3ight bosbers con%Znued their intmdor missions over roads leading 

t o  the battle area. 

The sttacks of the 14th a d  the o f  24/15 were hi&ly successful,  

The railrond linea from Torre Awunziata t o  CastalZmwe, S a l e m ,  I;Iaples, 

anii CanceLla all. were cuti by direct hits,  llhe highway to Naples northwest 

of Tarre Ammziata was blocked, and roads t o  Castellanare and Ihples 

were severely d=,ged, A t  Baftipasia a a  IJapTes, Iietapoxrto. and Eeggia 

rail lines were cut, the ro~ds t o  Eaples and XXttLno were out and a s  

bridge destroyed, and the road t o  Efetapn%o was severely damaged. 100 

KLmost no enany opposit5on. 3-25's over Batticaglia on the  14th en- 

countered f r o m  10 t o  15 Me-203ls and shot down t w o  of thm without l a s s ,  

and a '.:ellington over P o q e f i  on the night of 13/14 tangled with a night 
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fighter 3u-08 wiChout results. OtherrRse the .!JZied bombers w e n t  their 

wa;r ~ o l e s b e a .  The enmy was using all t h e  strength he could muster in 

offensive dss ions  a e i n s t  the B i f *  Army &nd i t a  shippfng, leaving his 

own troops coqle te ly  eqosed (excmt for defense by Bone flak) t o  lTBBFts 

e round-the-e~otic assault. 

Qn tne 15th i:U flew abaut 1,400 sorties, fewer than on the pre- 

vious dag, bat fn the battle zone it lrthrew the booklr at the enemy. The 

corabZned f'i&ter an& Mghte~~~~rn'bsr sorties over .the 'baat;tla gLrea t o  %&Led 

aroand 850 of which onlr about 300 were beach patrols. !these patrols m e t  

about; 75 eamy sorties, a d  in ~ i .  series of scattered combats shot down 

seven FIJ-190 ' 3 ,  probably destroyed three, and dmzged two. while losing 

one Spitff re a d  one P a .  

me 549 fi&terW5sra'er rror&leo were f lown b~ 317 P-38's, 175 A-3b ' s, 
md 57 IM E i f  tyPzaw'rta, the latter oprating fxon the recat ly  occupied 

f i e la  at Grottaglie,  fa the Heel. In all, the fighter-5ambera dropped 

171 tons of bon%s, anCi they blt just abont evam a q w e  m i l e  fn the 

S a l e n o  area, with special emphasis on the D o x i ,  Battipa&ia, Avellino, 

and A d s t t a  sec4ors. Vehicles, troops, gun posrttions, and roads were 

bombed a n d  strafed. Xore t h  300 v e M ~ l e s  were destroyed, and on the 

8 t h  the 8-86 s shot down one enemy plane, pr~bably destroyad anothgr, and 

W g e d  two more rrithoul loss t o  thenselves. 

dombers of UaP and MATAP new 92 heavy, 250 medium, a a d  88 li&t 

bomber sorties dwcing the day, dropping 483 tons of bombs on battlefield 

targaC~1 an2 lines o f  c o m c n t i o n .  The A-17ls w~rked on the '3attfpt.glia- 

S k l i  road and the roads at Torre del Greco; the 3-25's &tacked the 

Torre dtlnunzirsta road junsti on and troop corrcentratf onn at Eoocadasplda; 
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the 3-26's hit targets on the Battipz~gZla-3olL Serre-Boli, a d  AuLetta- 

Polla roads; :and the lfgfit bombers attacked t r o o ~  concentrati,ona at B o l i  

end in the meas east of AXtadlla an& north of PacwCLespfds. On the 

sfde, 26 3;tBeratora attacked the ??/Y1s and, highway at Potenza. Strategic 

on the 18th, as on the 14th, was a taot icai  air force, ocerating i n  direct 

cooperation with g r a a  troops.lol 

On the n3ght o f  16/16, 123 Vellingtons kqt ur, the terrific pressure 

on the enmg by &oppiw 240  ton^ of bonbs on ths roads at Tarre Amunziata 

and P o q e f i ,  and 43 U. S, mediums and 49 Pa and SAA3 U&t bom%ers 

atruck roads in the battle area. 102 

The ~ e s u l t s  of tho intense an8 concentrated bodings Troa the 13th 

through the 15th vtare prof mtl. They 00n7.d hardly have been otherwise 

:dth both Strategic aaa Tactical throwing the i r  f u l l  w d @ t  sr.gainst the 

enmg troops, traaqort , ,and s-ly bases in t h e  Ifnlted area around the 

Salemo battlefield mil w i n s t  l5nes of comunicst~on clone t o  the battle 

zone, tdth more thaa 3*000 tons of bombs befng drop2eb ~g over 2,400 

planes, with most of Strategic's bo~Bers flying two sorties a day at the 

height of the air offensive, and with XWJ! FJ airoroft powins onto the 

aotuaz target areas es average %on% density o f  760 t ~ n a  per square mfle, 

hihole towns were destro;tsd, raads asd railroaas obliterated, t roop 

and notor transport concentratloas severely d-gea or--in mmy instances-- 

wiped out, !?'he heavies even attacked repeatedly enemy forces imediete l~  

opgosite the Fi f th  A m y .  'Fever before,a safd Headqurtrters, 1-MG, %we 

bomos bean -Sored on a battlefield in such quantities or with s w h  

tellins effect. el05 

-- - a- 
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?he Gemans i n  the Sele aver  salient could not stand up Under the 

oombinstioa of bombing?04 shelling. a.nd ground flre; and By T&? 

md of the 16th their ~ ~ e r ~ u s  attack hzd been blunted, 'Pheir troop 

and vehtcle eonuentr~tions , partioularlg in the Sattipaglia-30li arm, 

were so battered that it was not possible for them t o  continue the3.r drive 

aga.incrt tho Fifth A m y .  How many eneag trao3s were lmocked out o f  the 

3ighting by ITAiU's planes cannot be determined, %u% xeportsr indicate that 

over 3QO vehicles were destroyad etnd almost 200 damaged by fighter-bombers 

alone. In general, the linea o$ eonmualo~tion leading into t h e  battle 

zone were so thorough3y fnterdfcted that by tho end of the 15th tho flood 

of Geman ~ekforcemsnts which had been coming down froz the north and 

q fran the aouth had been reduced t o  a triukle. Specifios3ly--to use a 

few o w l e a - - t h e  :Taplee-Snlerno roads as& railroads were virtually closed 

t o  traffic as the result of severe damage i n  and around Poqei i ,  EEorre 

Annundata, a d  !Jlorre del Greco; the amin 3osne-Haylss railmad tra&s were 

cut  end the aoast r o d  m a  blocked; at Potenza all Dhrough-1ines were 

blodced a d  ebs t o m  it self--not easily 3y-passed--v.~s badly smshed; 

evexy rozd out of ~ a s t e h u o ~  was wrecked; the Capua road bridges were 

'broken, the railroad bridge U e d  and the raZl lines cut; the .3.uf.etta- 

Zagonego road waa no longax usable; while within the battle area around 

3attiya@ia ana Zboli there urns the aeverest dam@ t o  roaaa, railroads, 

snd bridzes--mosfi of the lings being cougletely unserviceable--as well 

as t o  military installations, rolling stonk, ?VYis, barracks, and the 

towns 

i3y the morning; of the 16t5. the encmy was pulling back an8 the situa%ion 

-- -1 
,I r47- - i -?  

8 ' .  - i J d f b d  - a -  + - -m 

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EOI 2958 
www.MtMestas.comwww.MtMestas.com



vas so generally irqg~ovcd that the Fifth Army was preparing t o  go over 

t o  the affenfiioe.lo6 !@be beachhead wae secure a d  the Anerlcans and 

dritish were on the mainland t o  stay. But it had been 8 close call. 

The &lies had been as near t o  a  serious defeat as thefr would ever be 

8 during the long Italian caqaign, a d  at a time when a setback would 

have had the aost unfortmte consequences. It had talcen the combined 

efforts of the gromcl, naval, and air forces to turn tke tide. me air 

forces had played their part well, General Spaata feeling that the opera- 

tionn had demonstrated " t o  a greater extent than ever before the impor- 

tance o f  Air Borce flexiolLfty in orgadzation and opexationa and the 

decisive effect which xir power has in combined ogerations. ttlO+' !be 

value of HhA.E"s coxltri~utf on in this most crltioal perf od was emressed 

by General Alexander, who wrote on 17 Septenber that General Clark h$.d 

asked h i m  t o  convey t o  &U2 the sincere thanks and azpreci.ttion of the 

Tifth Army &or tne l k q g i f i c e ~ %  air support" whioh had been given t o  the 

mound troops. It had, sa2d General Clark, llcantri b ~ t e 8  much t o  the 

successl~ of the paw&. o~eret lans,  and "all were most entmsiastlc in 

their acclain of: the close and cantinuous supf?ort whlch has been given 

them by the ,Ur Z'orces. It  Gen, S i r  H a o l d  ,;laxander added wo~ds of ?raise 

of his own: 108 

The trelaendou~ alr attacks addea greatly t o  the morale of the 
mund an& naval forces md, In aiiditlon, have inflicted on the 
enemy heavy losses in men an8 equfpment. They have seriously 
interfered w i t h  hl s movem~niis , Snterrtqted &s c a ~ c ~ t i o n s  , a d  
prevented U s  concentration of the necessaq forces t o  launch large- 
scale attacks, You have corttriboted i.lrmeawab3.5: t o  the success of 
our operations, 
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Of th i s  message General Spaatz wrote: Wever bef0~e have the Air 

Forces been given su& sincere recogni tlon b;r an Army Comnanaer. 
109 

So entirely were the air forces comitted t o  dAxect support of the 

gmnnd farces thrxt nane ware left for t r t p s  inta northern and central 

Italy, with the result that GeneraL Eisenhower cabled tne COS t o  suggest 

that it would help matters if bombere from the TL t o u l h  strike a blow 

against the German lines of comunication into northern Italg: and so 

great was the need for the a1Lont effort of the air forces an neaalf of 

the ground t r o a p s . a t  he fnformed the CCS that the sf tuntion would be 

helped if the OCS would return t o  the l Ieai ter~mean the three B-24 groups 

which had fomerlg operated there, as they would be very useful for 

aitting lines of c o h c t t l o n  close to the rear of the battle area dm- 

ing  the coning two wee&. Eoth swest ions  were apiprovedby the CGS and 
i 

were oarried, out proqtly $37 the %&tn Air Borce a d  the j?& in the 

Cn the ni&t of 16 September 340 F !  planes ana 5 23-17's bombed tihe ::/T:S 

at TXo&me in southew France in an effort to close %he northern end of 

the Xoat Cenis Iwmol. At a o  sane tPme the Zigbtkt dispatched 80 air- 

craft, 98 canbat creus, and 446 n01100sbat per~omel ~f the a t h ,  93d, 

and 389th Bonb Groups (H) t o  the lle&iterran&,.nm t o  ase l  n t  in the I t a l i an  

c q a i g r .  R e s e  plL?nes began operztions on the 2 l s t  anil continues t o  

21s miaaione for f'i* through 1 ~ c t o b e r . ' ~ ~  

The i l l l ie& Comdt?r-in-C1*lief was a l so  concerned tb% his air force 

might not be able t o  contiziue its oyeretlona on the scale w h i c h  he felt 

was necssaar: t o  the success of Allied arnle, On %ha 14i;h he cabled 

Genera3 ICarshd.2 that air operation? in  BAYXX;ri and X Q U O E J  had 
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seriously taxed his resourGea in crews a n o  equipnent, the actml eqlor-  

nent of the air forces having ereatlr exceeded the plenned employment. 

90 reduce tho scale ox" the p r e ~ e n t  air effort d&t be disnstroas, hu 

f e l t ;  yet 9hn air force Ifis befng deplete8 by attrftfon losfias and. w i l l  

be furiker d q l e t e d  b ~ .  lossor: through cocpletfon of combat  tour^, 3y 

1. October, 28 per cent of the 2-17, E9 per cent of the 2-26, 56 per cent 

of the B-25, an& 72 per cent of the P.8 crews worn8 have corqleted their 

towa.  Such crews would sti l l  be ussd, but obviouel5* their effic9ency 

would be lorrered and their losses in equipment w o a E  be heavy. Ill 

Completion of combat t o u r s  was especielly rapid in the !fediterranern 

as a result of a co~binatlon of exce2lent flying weather durPng the 

s m s r  months and the large number of sor t i e s  i n  sup:ort of lan4 cam- 

paims, Air crevrs f i n f a e d  their 50 missions fa four t o  six months; eo, 

despite 20v cnswlty rztes , the norm2 15 per cent re-@acement rate 

seemed to the theater comr;ia;aders to  be too low. General Poo l i t t l e  f e3.t 

that his XI1 doioer Conwad faced a orit icd shortage of coljiba$ personnel. 

dm t o  rotntion of way-weary creus, 112 

I- received no $mediate re2riforcenent;a an a result of General 

Ei seahotrer s depodtion. Sbo Assistant Ghief of Air Staff, Operztions , 

Gommitnents, aail Eequframents noted that on 1 October, after making o 

15 per aent alloiyanco for attrition during Sep tc~ber ,  the ";"~bZfth Air 

Foroe woad have on hand 230 B-17's (an ovarage of 38), 265 3-2Sts (an 

f i v e r e  of 137), 236 13-26's (an overago of 65), and 381 P-Z8*s (a 

oversee of 156); he further noted the only wa3 by whidh the theater 

could return a percentage of crews durZng Beptomber and October 
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wodd be fox the AAF t o  send September crew graduates t o  Xorth Africa 

instead o f  to as presently planned. "' On 22 September, General. 

3!ar~lzall infome8 GeneraJ. Bsenhower that no P-588s over the number 81- 

ready al lot ted t o  the >iri!O woWd be available, HB noted that the U & W ' s  

p,ir forces in other theaters were even shorter on repfacementa than m s  

the Zfediterrmean, an& he was hopeful, now that; dCffiQ5C~Z was secure, that 

the pressure on 1 7 M 1  s f i b t a r  planoa wonld be greatly reduced.'14 How- 

ever, it was plame& t o  increase tho replacement rate from 15 per cen6 t o  20 

per cent (troop carrier crews from 7.5 per cent to 10 per oent ) , effective 

in Jmmry 1944. Th3.e was t o  be the dnfmua figure, ana a larger per- 

centage o f  re2le;ceneats would be sent whenover p o ~ s i b l e .  115 

i 2 s a z & z a i r m ,  9=25..s@&u&x 

:Jhfla XA!2rs planes had oeen helping t o  eatabli& and then to  savo 

the Salerno bri&gehead, ite aircraft also had bean bnsily s w g e d  in 

oarrfintl; oat the sever& secondnra tasks with which the d r  forcea wore 

charged. 

3 a z y  nl&t I:elIingtons dropped hundreds of t h o u ~ a d a  of %lnickelstl 

over central and northern Italy, Corsica, ~ s r ~ i n i a , " ~  Regulwlg, 

P-40 s awe* over southern Sardinia looking for signs of enenlr ntr actfvi ty-- 

rusd finding none. ~ a i l y ,  PEf sent i t a  planes over eneny territory in 

search o f  targets a d  oomentr~t ions and snffts of troops and ahcraft, 

and on h&e assesanent xi3ssionsl A tspicaS day between the 9th 

and the 15th was the 13th: one plme covered 3oggie. ;L/D ana ~ a t e l l i t e s ;  

a second covexad Texffioli and ;Luletta; a third examined airfields in the 

&rue area; a fourth photographed AID'S at Froelnone, Aquino, an& Smleto; 
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a f i f th  covered A/D's and E.I/Yta in the Naples area; e. eixth e&aftd 

Venice, Verona, aad other northem cities; &nit a  eren nth kook a look at 

cities in western Yugloslavia. At the aame time ei&t PEV planes cavered 

roads in ceneral Italy; one covered a1 ports  on the west oclast north 

of Pane, plus the 5slPsil of 3lba; another obtained 36-fnch cover o f  

bonbed areas for damage assessment; two t l e t~  exteneive cover of the porfs 

a d  r i / f f 'a  in Cornia  and Stardinfa; asd three KaIt&t-based planes covered 

the cities, ports, and A/D's of southem Ital~. These udsnions were 

flown ?IF Spitfires, F-%Is, anis 1.fosqnftoas. .!?he enercy made strenuous 

erfforts t o  interfe~e wlth F%itn miss3ons bf. sending up both pltmes and 

flak, 'but tho fast, hf~h-flying photo planes alwyc3 got home v d t h  no more 

daw;s than an oocaaional f lak hale.'18 

T=BPRfft e work might have bean more valuble  had the wing headquarters 

not xenained in Forth Mrim during 3qtenber. This caused delays of qp 

t o  48 haws in delivery of the i q o r t a n t  vertical. photoa t o  units fn the 

fie?& in Italy. 4?ni~ unsatlefieat;arg siGmtlon was ~ a r t l g  alleviated by 

having a supporting taclrecoe sgmdron mab-e a nmber o f  pln-point ghotos. 

Cn oxla occasion swh photos were reque~tod by an infwtry diPfsfon, taken, 

develcpd,  inteqrateb, and the target fired on *oy didsfon artillery in 

the space of six hours,l19 

Coastal, Air Force stuck steadily t o  f ts nwuerms and u n ~ e c t a c a l a r  

but iqortant tasks. 2he nt&t o f  11/12 and the day of 12 SeptexrBer may 

be taken as t ~ y l o a l ,  emqles  of Dm activities,  One hundred and twentr 

of i ts  fi@ters (including 56 planer: af the French Air Force) succsssfuU~ 

escorted four aircraft carriers, being assisted in the job by 18 Eludsons, 

- - - 
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:$ellingtons, Swordfishes, and ilalrusea. One of its Xndsons si&tcd a 

nrulfaced eu'bmarfne off  Sardinia and atbacked it with f o u r  deptk charges, 

out witnout posftive reaults. Mght f iaters  scrrulloled against g lo t t ed  

hosti les.  Beoufigdtera a d  P-39 s wore on patrol fron Dellys t o  Oherchel 

and over the harbors of AlgZers, Bizorte,  ,ma Oran, Pwo Spitfires 

~earched for a 'dellfagton reported down at sea north of Brie, and four 

hours later a rescue launoh picked up seven survivors. Several other 

air-sea rescue aearches were conducted but wtthoat results. Tourteen 

f ighterrr escorted an sireraft carrier wl thout Sacident . !two cr-boa.% hunts 

were eontucted with no succoss, but a third. hunt resulted in the boa;bing 

and destruction of a sub13itrtne. liellingt ons , Ihauders , and saltiaores 

reconnoitered Sardinia and Corsica, the northern E!editerretnoa coast 

from liarseillec t o  Pio~rlbino, and the apsros&es to Towlon, G e ~ o a ,  Spezia, 

and the northern Zj~fhenfan and Zigurisn seas. 120 

-am-- 
Phe extent; of 1TW's oper&trions duri~g the Pour criticd. days fron 

the 12th through the 15th is inacoted by the fact that its plaae~ flew 

more than 6,QOO sortfes and dropped over 3,500 tons of bombs. Three- 

quarters of a31 the sor t i eo  were flown by pilots of the Welfth Air Force. 

Of the total sortlea, f i s ters  f lew around, 2,700 and fighter-komberc %OD, 

with probably 300 of the f i&ter sor t ies  aotzlally 'being fighter-%or?iber In 

nature. I!edims flew close to 1,100 sortles, heades around 5!%, light 

uombera some 400 mcc. ni&t bombers about 300 for a total of more than 

2,300 bomber sortlee + not includ3ng f ighter-boa%ers, Planes of PEW put 
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5n alrcost 100 sorties. Mrcraft of Coastal, which tiid not onerate over 

the m n i r i h i t  durine; the pori od, flev an averaga of around 200 sort f ea 

per d . - .  121 

!!?he scrope v a l ~ e  of the operations of the fighters and figater- 

Dombers during the f i r ~ t  10 &ys of AVXISIGHE (G-17 Septmker) 9 s  well 

illustrated by the actidties o f  t h e e  groups of r3-Z8's, the l s t ,  14th, 

and 82d Figtiter Groqs.  ?he groups' planes were based around Gerbini, 

Sicily, ;?15 dies rrom Salorno, so t a t  eeoh fli&%, exclusive of the 

distance %ravelea while patrolling or of the extra m i l e s  flown wMZe 

bon%iag beyond the bridgeheid, was 430 miles. !?he total time reqdrea 

f o r  a rowla-trip and a one-hom patrol. was three and onechalf haurs. A 

rrdssion of such length md duration in a fi&ter plans was a grueling 

affair. Pietrertheless, %he three groups flew 2,731 sortf ee, with rn 

average of 2,B aircraft in colraf saicm (or more than I2 missions per plane), 

atld kept 24 plmets over the beaches at a12 t i ~ e s  during daylight hours, 

12 planes taking o f f  every 30 mlnutcs. The e;rowgs dropped l,~X31 bombs, 

shot down 13 enemy plane$, destroyed 85, and damget! 41 on tke ground by 

~ t r z ~ f i n g .  !they l o s t  25 ale~nes but had only 1 -pilot killed in  action 

and 'LO d.er;ing. 122 

170 lesn worthy of reaognitfon was the work done By t;he gronps' 

ground crewa. mere were only  300 men per g r o w  but the:* eared for all 

m ~ ~ n t e n m c e  m d  sewicing, hzLndled 13x3. b o ~ ~ b c ,  ammunition, gasoline, eta. , 

a d  took core o f  house keep in^, guard. duties, and other services. 
123 

In the period from Z through 15 Septem~er in su~port of JAY!l'O;ii;i a d  
\ 

~ V ~ T G E E ,  X.iW ' s aircraft flew approdmat eYj 17,500 sorties. Planes of 
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the U W  accounted for alnost e x a c t 2 ~  two-thirds of this  nmber. U. 5. 

fighters (not including A 4 6  ' c wMoh, as f i&ter-bombers, are counted 

in the bomber totzlsj f l e w  sane 6,330 sorties and fighters flew around 

4,750, a total of 10,950. Eonbers of till type= f lev 6,450 sorties, with 

O. P. bomeers accounting for mound 5,350 and EAF I$elLin@tons fox 1,100, 

During the period a total of appraxi~telg 10,000 tons a f  bombs were 

dropped, around 7,MO by U. S. 'bombers and fighter-kombers, and 2,500 

by the W. Xut s aircraft shot dawn 221 enemy planes, while losing 89, 

Of the ~ i c t o r l e s  80 per cent were credited t o  the WGUl?, whose bonaers 

accoun%ed for 100 eneqr planes and whose fighters knocked down 67; 

rmaining 54 .pletnen were destroyed br the PAT, 50 befng hocked down by 

bo;nlrers m d  4 by f5@tcre. Of the 89 planes l o s t ,  the USBAF los t  59 

(22  bonbers and 37 ffghters), wnfle the W lost 30 ( t c  bombern and 22 

fighters). Elgu~es on CoastsZLs o ~ e r ~ ~ t i o n s  f o r  the period are not amila- 

lole, but duririg the geriod fran 1 throw 8 Septemaer its planes flew a 

t o t a l  of 2,269 sorfies, of w M a h  number 1,344- were convoy escort. 1% 

T ~ o m  the end o f  the Sic i l ian  capnigp on 17 1 iqpst  t h r o w  the 

checkfag of the G e r ~ w  aovxtexatfac:~ on 1E Sqtenber t h e  several elements 

of 3W.3' new a fatal of 18,193 f i e t e x  sorties and 2,259 fi&ter-bomber 

co-i.tica. 1Iost 09 them were cover for the assault bexhes of %Y!2S,"iS and 

i'IViLCCE3; the re-inder were air sumort missions, 5n the course o f  

w h i c h  fighter-bo*ibers dropped 2,OGO tona of 'bods.  During the same 

period Coa3talas plmea flew 3,572 sorties on defensive rdssions, conwy 

cover , air-sea rescue, U-%oaf hut s ,  etic. Fighter covsr was &ven by 

Coast& t o  357 convoys wi4i;hout a sinsle shipping loss. Interceptions 
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svmw:lr 
by Goastd totaled 54'7 and resulted in the destrmbion o f  37 ensmy 

airoraft, tibe sinking o f  thrse onew ships, a d  the damaging of 16. 

fEwant37-two air-eea reocues wore acco;lrl?lished. kin: :  the period bombers 

flew more G& 8,000 s o ~ t i o s  and &o'p~eB over 11,000 tons of bonbs. 

,UZ eleaents of I~L4.Z' destroyed in oor;ibae 324 eneay fipjhterw and 68 

oombers, and dsstxo3oil on the ground 404 enmy fighters and 107 bombers. 

!~gainsB %hew i q r o s s i v e  f igures N.i'Ika lost 131) fighters (26  of then to 

&lug the crZticsL &%ya at Sderno the two o t b r  All ied g r o w  

operations on the d n l m d  had contiE~ed t o  move ateadilg foru~sd.  On 

$he Calczoriw front l%g$th ilrra;r xecomdeaanoe n i t s  had reached ;Saprf, 

75 rba& milas below Paentua, and a&vmctt patrols were st3 11 further north. 

To the east, troosa were n o ~ i a g  northwmas from the 3peazaao area, &my 

damolibions continued t o  be the chief obataole to the adrace. On the 

A p d i a n  frontr the Allies, =ow reinforce&, crontrollod evershins south of 

l ine  !Iotto3a-CsstellanetacGinosrt and a11 of the Heel except a snn12 

area aroma BriniLisi; they had patrols exbazu3ing north and northeast 

f r o 3  IJott01a t o  the .*~dria%ic, including Sari. M y  around Gioia wero 

the Gemmas 9uCting any reaf stance. 126 

TMwe &Lao were going well for tho Allies in end across tihe 

2yxxhenia~1 Sea, The isLana o f  CagA had been occu.iad on the n i a t  of 

12/13, without appositf an, and radar facilities mil a motor 303%  tatt ton 

had ime6Iately beoa set q by the ITavy. In Sas~Un5.a the Germzn~ were 

p a l i n g  oat r ~ ~ i d l y ,  nppareatly going t o  Coreica f r o m  &a & h d h l e ~ b ,  a.fter 

hadng destroyed their inat&le&ions snd airfields on the northem half 
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o f  the island. On C o ~ a i a a ,  patriotu and I talian  troop^ were haxassf ng 

tbe Geraans at all  ~ o i n t s ,  but the latter were i n  sufficient strength 

t o  hold Chose places on the island (natnbly Bastia) essential t o  a 

ooaglste e~dc~%ion--;rhidh woad not cone for another two weeks, 127 
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Chapter IV - P - 
Lg !!!wMmvS 

rifB W%AI!IOXS LXJRIITG W LASQ K3LZ OZ' S2Z'TH.3& 

Fro@ tne 16th t o  the 27th o f  Segtmoer when the a & t h  Army entered 

Fo&s and t o  the 1st of October when the B f t h  Arqv mooed into l?aples, 

the story o f  the Itallan o-aign is one of steady A l l i e d  gdns aoross 

ruaed- terrain and a w n s t  a tough a d  skillful foe. The period praprljr 

should be an,slyzed in two phases, Phase one, frou the 16th throw the 

19th, saw the German forces i n  front of the Flfth Array pass from the 

offensive t o  the defencfve mcl begin t o  vith&aw frolil the Salemo Plaln, 

the 3iftb Amy take over all of the %lsmo area fron the beaches Co %he 

n o m t a i  ns, the X i f t h  jo in  wi6h the El&th, and the X&th advance past 
the 

Poteaul, Gioia, and Bass ,  Pmse two, f roz/X)tk throagh the 30th, was 

featured by hm& fl&ting on W e  Fifth l W ~ ~  front among the hills and 

nomtdns betldeaa 9alerno and Z;aples-i9mlLino, the debowhing of .the 

Fifth +Ww onto the Naplen Pl&n on the 28th, the capture of Itaples and 

Avellino, and--in *he Zi&& Rxay seefor--the seieure of Qerignola, Fog&a, 

md the whole of the Oargano Peainsula, 1 

':it2 the ca?ture of the port of ITa2lea by the Fi f th  A r q r  and t h e  

overr-mirig of the Fo&a alrfielda by the Xghth, the -primcry missions 

o f  BVk;WTlCW rtad BAY!POiR'T had been accoqlishod. In no sm~1  p a t  these 

successes were mde gossible by the d r  forces. 

arx&Phnse:16119_- 

During the first ~hase of the action of the last two  week^ of 

Se?tmber, th& i8, fron the 16th thxougn the 19th, t r ~ e  six ffotrr09 were 

:---- 
r-.2Q+fy + 

156 ' 1 -.--,-m~-q-,+ - 
. *  Gml;%F 

' 'W 
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engaged in carrylne; out four wdor nfssions in furtherance of tho Fifth 

Amy1 s advance: (3) interrupting %ho G e m  wi tbarawcll; ( 2 )  forcf ng 

concentrations of nen aad materfsl % limiting asd restriating the enewls 

novment s , and then destrosng personnel anil equipuent 'by L i g h t  and 

fi&ter-b?n%es attacks on the concentrated tcrgeta; ( 3 )  hit ti ng critical 

c o ~ c n 8 i o n s  objectives north of the battle are& wibl heaw and medfwa 

'boxtiuess for  the p q o s e  of preventln~ the wvernent o f  reinf~rcenents as 

w e l l  as for cuttEng Zine~ of eocage whim the eneny night use i n  the evant 

of an BLSLed he&-throw: and (4) Wing counter-air-farce measures in 

order that the G e m  air force m i g h t  not be able t o  hinder the admnce 

of the army or interfere t o o  serliouelg with the three air  force missions 

noted aoove.' me return o f  Strategic to strikes s(-sinst oornuniaatlons 

and t o  ~o~r3ter-~dr-force o_aerr:tlons after almost a week of tc,ctical and. 

qmsl-tactical activ3.tie.a txbs mde possfble by t h o  iqproved gromd 

situation. 

nOnr alr foroe, if General Xseahower cabled t o  the CCS on the 16th, 

flcontinues t o  be superb. Ern's act lv t t ies  on that dr.l merited the 

words of pr,aise. Heavies f l e w  10e s o r t ~ e s  and medlums 234, !Be more 

than 400 tons of bombs wh3& they dromed were directed against the outer 

ring 03' c o ~ i c a t l o n s  targets, the min attnclcs being delivered zmfnnt 

a the Caps and Benevento 'br3d~es and roade nad the !;igmna, Iaernfa, ssd 

Casexta rode. In addition, 20 3-34's forner ly  of IX Bomber Commwtd hit 

the Potenza road junctions tdth 6 3  tons. %hat d&t ::ellingtons f l e w  

123 sorties over tho roa8s and bridges at 2orre Annu~iziata a d  Pompeif, 

dropping 240 tons of bombs. Fighters and f1E;hter-bombers f lek: close to  
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500 sorties against enemy troops and pos i t ions  and in defense of the 

beach area. In all, I7IS1s p'Lmes flew more t b  1 , ;X )O  sorties and &opped 

sli@tiy more than 1,000 tons of bombs. 

The ene~y's act iv i ty  during the day was a bit fron the 15th. 120 

sorties betag flown, a l l  of then againat shipping and the beacnhead. His 

principal saccess wcs the ds&?i;tng of EdiS 
5 

Beginnfag on the ni&t of 16/17 Septen-~er, the A l l i e d  air forcesi 

heavies and medhms shtfted %heir attacks t o  enemy alrdrones which, since 

the night of 11/12, uad enjo~ed five days o f  r ee i t e  from demolition 

2nd fragpcntation b o a s  (while Stratc@c and 9aotical had been S r s c t i n g  

their full efforts toward reducing eneny presswe on taa bridgehead) and 

which now were bs&nning t o  show  sign^ of increase4 ac t iv i t~ .  fn particu- 

lar it vaa i q o r t a n t  thaf the Yoggia inetallations, Rterbo , and the fielba 

near Eorie be smashed, reorfs froa "YII sorvice and puoto reconnaissance 

naving iniiicated that; the Fog& bases held four Grqpen of Ju-88's and 

may fighters, Vitesuo tvo Gnxgpen of Ju-8b1s, anil the Zone f i e lds  s 

large am3sx o f  fighters and fighter-'l?oa~err,. It ~ t ~ ~ , , s  not necessar9 to  

attack tbe ETaples f i e lds  or Oa>ua, none o f  t rh ich  were serviceable, or a.qr 

iields south o f  41' I7 (l:aples-2nri line) , al l  of BTMC~ wore either in 

,Ulied hmds or too 'badly b g e d  to "o used bdT the GU, 6 

!Zhe airdrome blitz was opened on the nirbt of 1G/ 17 by 89 r2ellingtons 

v~hicn dro2ped 1% tons of bonbs on the figh%er base at CistermjLi ttoria, 

neex &no, leaving the f ield % amass of fire. On the lrt'n 55 8-1 l s 

pounded O i ~ ~ ~ . ~ i n o  1:orth a d  South (the Eome fields) %?.%a 106 tons o f  ni@ 

e ~ l o e i v c s ,  mil 72 S-E6's a d  60 3-25's cracked down on Pr2ctice dl 12x0 

airf ie ld  (on the coast, southtrest o f  Eome) with =b tons, Strike vfiotaci 
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&owed tk2t 80 g l ~ n e s  and 18 @iEers were hestroyed or dcmaged in these 

raids. 'Ph4t d@t 64 FTeLZingtons w a n t  for the fighter base at Cemeteri 

(on tho Wa Amelia, west of 2ol.r;~) with U Y  tons whim amsned kaga,rs, 

destrog~ed nnny aircraft on tne ground, and Left large ffres burning. On 

the 18tn follov?-ug raids wore mde on Giaqfno S o u t ? ~  %:J 56 3-25's aad on 

Practica di ! k o  by 86 3-26's, with h e m  h z g e  t o  grounded pkmes and 

instal3ntfons. A vcqj swoessfal strafing attn& was carried out ' b ~  92 

P-39's over tho four most active of the P o g s a  bases; 32 enew planos were 

claimed ae destroyed an8 43 as L-ged. The ooa3er f i o l d  at Yiter;bo wa~ 

visited 'by 71. '3-27'3 nnd 125 t m s ;  thzt n9ght (18119) 55 :Tellingtons 

fol lot~od q the att;ic:r with 9s tons. 
7 

fir; e31 iaestate result of this series of attacks on eneny airfields 

more thm 200 E l 2  planes (incllading glAders) ?rere destroyed o r  &m2p,gea 

on the gro-mi, and the 9ield.s were so badly b ~ t t e r e d  5h8t the:: \rere of 

3ltt;le service t o  the ener;:i. A further result was to force the Ed= t o  

withdxaw t o  fields farther nerta, ~15th a toacvxrent reduotion in ifs 

n b i l i t j  t o  operato aminst the Fifth and Bghth Bmdes. 337 the %lst  the 

Foggin fnsfsl1~Eions m a  a11 f i Q d s  west  of Poz$a t o  above Onpu b d  

been evacuated,' and the e n w  had boon reduced (as ear l2  as the 3.1721) 

t o  cn average of about 30 offeneftre sorties per b y  over the battle ares 

a as cxz;tzred, rdth an average of 2-p~radmtelr 109 during tne first 10 days 

of rkvll&. 1 -? 
A .  Only in Vhe rsztter of reconn:dssmce w e  the enany's air 

effort  nand, his planea flying some 25 r e c o m 9 s ~ m e e  sorties M l g .  

%en tho Om f ields farther north were not entirely safe, however, 

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958 
www.MtMestas.comwww.MtMestas.com



as the enemy leased on the 23th 11ha 15 3-24'9 attacked %he Pesea~a 

a i r d ~ o s o  wxch rtas loc%tad well rrp tho Abiatlc conot. 

I~-wl s att,zc:zs on airfields a d  not preveat its plmea fxon a l s o  

hitting the ene-'s line3 of comunicatioa, and tmo? and equipmeat con- 

ceniirations, froia tho 16th throw the 20th. Hedden a enall-scala 

at tack on rosdn and rails betmen %Salemo a d  -lvrjllfno, aedims and 

li&t bombers ve3% for roads in the battle area generally, 3-24's d r o p ~ d  

a to ta l  of 163 toas of bsnbs on Pesc:&xa1c rail md road junctions, an& 

rf&ter-boa'bers borclbed a d  strafest trr?nsprt thrirughouf the bat t l e  zone 

ruld on i t s  perineker as far a3 ~ivall ino and Pesopagnno. 9 

For the perioa from the night of 16/17 tbxiugh 19 S q t  esber ILU2" s 

toLlber3 droppa nore than 1.500 tons of e ~ ~ l o d v e s . ~ ~  An unusuc~lly large 

p e r ~ e ~ t i - ~ g e  of this tonnage urns aslilvared br ff&ter-banbers. Th5s bras 

due t o  fom confitions, Ono kzs a brief perf od of bad weather mound 

the 19th w h l d ~  limlted the aperati~ns of the heavies ,and tledfuua. Another 

was the deerease in the enmy's air effort  over %he brfdgehezd which 

allotved EU t o  reduce its patrols t o  bet~aeca 200 Eind 300 per da;~ anJ. 

therek~ freed amg fighter f~lanea for f;l&ter-'bamber missions, ' W e  re- 

duction fa the nmbar of planes on pafxol  a d  not &hangs the or ig inz l  

sj-stea o f  pa3t;rola but ~ n e r e ~  cut dosm tho nwber of sircxeft ovor tho 

area f ro3  fixst t o  l ~ s t  If &t t o  oae squaclron each o f  Spitfires, 2)-39'5, 

and P401s, Hi&, mbtum, a d  low-altf tude patrols continued t o  be used. 

!the Ugh p a t ~ o l a ,  p a r t i d a r l y  concorned with checklag enmy bombers 

currrin$ rarket an3 glider bonbs, vere aided by srnoize screens put by 
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A l l i e d  veesals, although by the 13th these screzns md t o  3e confined t o  

the trnnmort 'area because the heavj sinolze ovor t h o  bridgeheail drf le las  

tms cansTng exce?: i ~ e  accZdeats an8 casualtizs t o  l W n g  ai rcmf t .  11 

!?he third conltftion eqlzining the & ~ a v a t  of bomaing conducted 3~ fighter- 

bornbnrs was the rexopal of ~LIL increa~ingly large number of fightars snil 

fi$~ter-3om%ws f r o 3  S i c i l ~  t o  bases on the m3;i~m3. Vp t o  16 Sqtenbsr 

i t  bRd not been gossiole for X T I  AS0 to accept t,vgets of o p ~ o r t ~ t ~  

oeesuee m fighter-30abem h . d  been established in the Fifth Amy area, 

out on t h e  36Bh onn squadron of %hem planes began t o  use Pnsstm by day 

(retmalng t o  Sicffy at ni@t) and by the 2lst t h e e  squabons of the 86th 

Fight er-Zsmber G r o q  were operati% fro3 the f ie ld ,  12 

A final conclitf on which Iqrowd tlla *:or2 of the Ti&ter-bsmbers 

(an& the fi&tars) ma the establishmen9 ashore of si-l eonmunZcations, 

The had haadled all eir force ~Jlreless mi! teletoamnicntions 

channels zmtll the 131&t of 12 Segttanber vhen it l e f t  for Algiers; the 

had then acted as standby fighter oontrol for the 64th X&trsr 

i l i ~  and as ~dreless telecommiications ( l f f ~ )  stmdby* for XIL A S O  un t i l  

t h e  16th. 3327 that tfme f ive  34ndLng strip ;?ere being used by two EL3 

Sgi tfire wing8 (each leas one squrtdroa) , one P-40 group, one A 4 6  grow, 

one-half of 3s Pm tac/~aace sqmdron, and one-baf of a USA@ observation 

sqaailroa; two ~round-oantrol interce-:-toss (GCI) and four li&t warning 

 set^ (LiiS) had been eata%l%&ed ashora, in ad6i$fon t o  ct seaborne GCI 

on in Sa10rno Bar and a ve-c;r poor GCZ: on Cz.pri; and fom ~drelesn 

units &d been set u2 on the boachhes6, By 19 Se2tenber (I3 plus 10) 

a f o m ~ a r a  fi,&ter control an8 a ;;iT p o ~ t  had been ~ I A *  on Cagri; the 64th 
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Tighter Tnng (back of 10 GOQB) had been connected by land llnes to the  

l a n d f ~  strips, tine G@I ' ss, and Eeadqmrters, XTI dS6, 1~hicP1 was in the 

rear of 'PT Corps; sad sta9db:r ;!/'2 channels had been provided wnerever 

needed. !his c o r i ~ i n a t i ~ n  of deve~opmeafia p e n . f ; l ~ .  inproved fi&hter ~ E ' c  

i'ightier-bosibar operations. 13 

During t h i s  periofi the Eavy interaittently shelled enemy positions 

aad tad: and troap concentrations i n  support of the ground troaps. A P-51, 

placed on call by XLI AGG, assisted by q o t t i n g .  x4 

Qn the Xlgnth A r u ~  froat lImls activity waa on a limited s c d e ,  

partly bemuse of ths necessit;? f o r  eqlo,vin;; the bul,k of tha air effort 

in the Fifth Art. area and partly Dacause coqaratf vely llt tle s tm~ort  was 

needed by the B.&th, wbse d n  difflcu2tg in >msutng the enmy was 

that c a u ~ e d  by desol l t f  ons. Q3tfires pntralled tal? central and. 

eastern garbs o f  fh6 ba$tle area but saw f etf enenr pranes, h e  G.4-"f s 

dmndlf ns effort being almost altogether against the Z f  th Amy. f 5 

S - J W  2 Q & l m  

illLAF1s smsh in~  attacks on a%rfields had rendered the eneay air 

un3.t~ in the Fcicfnit;p of the batKle area Smpotent, a d  by the 2UIm t a o  

Uliss were ready t o  return t o  tneir plan of usins bomuarsrenk to fnterruyt 

the Germ rotreat ~11.1 t o  force conce~tratians so tha t  1if:k.t  bonoers a 4  

fighter-'combers could destroy gcrsomel and equipent, Thn r,er5od fxon 

23 Sqtercber to 1 October u a a  given orar almost entirely t o  operations 

of that t ~ y e ,  a d  with a high degree of success la q i f e  o f  l i ldtotions 

frqoscd by inlerrsfttently fscd we at he^ anrl an inc=asfng shortage 03: 

fighter-bodcr tc~rg~ts cs tho Germns shifted the bulk of their  t r z n s ~ o r t  
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operations fmn dnytine t o  nighttiae, ~o>2nf ;  their  troops af te r  dark 

md gone~al ly  on seconbry roads, 
I€ 

&& -, 20-25 -- Seote~ler, B o c t  20 t o  24 

Sqtenimr Strate&cis main effort was concefitrat~d on road junctions, 

trridges, m d  other bottlenecks north and east of lkples, t o ~ m r i l  whit% 

the TifkL Sx~tj- was slowly ~ o v f n g  auld the mountains above Salerno. The 

purposs of thene attficks was t o  destro:. ell bridges over the 1ovmr reaches 

of the Volturno F;ivs~ m d  t o  aatt~r the roads imc&ietoly aoovc Xaples, 

thereby oreatint: a series of blo&a which v~u18 interfere with reinforce- 

rzentn f r o 3  rztthout the 27a>les area, hiolisr esc8pe Iron ttithin, an& pro- 

duce good targets for tactical aircraft, 

The first r e t  of bloclzs was establisher alms the l ine of the 

foltwuo. 2-2cita flew '12 sorties {ciropping 107 ton9 of bombs) against 

rail  and road bridges st Cmcello/~rnone, 42 sorties (64 tans) fi)-ainst 

the  Jlmorori b r i d ~ e ,  and 18 ~ o r t i o s  (27' tans) apdnnt  the 2ont.e bride@. 

E-35's went fox the Ean Ihrtfno bri8ge witn 86 sorties an? 57, tone and 

tho Gxott,winard.a briages ~ 8 t h  54 s ~ r t i ~ ~  an& 77 tons. 3-25! s P ~ B  P-26ts-- 

36 of each--collalorittEd in pornding the brf ages nvar C m u a  t i  th 93 tons. 

3ene~cnf;o an& the bri6gerr nlrzr the tohn Ware blitzed b,v 290 tons, 

aroppd bg 89 ;:ellfa&ons, 33 3-IT'S, and 34 3-25's. .4 secofid series of 

bloclro , along the rorrde-lli -0 Ifno, were =fie nore i~enetraole-.the 

region had boen boa3e8 frequdl>  dmlng the ear l i e r  cart of the man*-- 

hy t ~ r o  attaB-s, the first at Z~rld;~ when 36 3-36's mil 46 :;ellingtans 

dxopped 154 tons, and the second at Ligm.no ~ ~ k i o h  was hit bfr 79 tons 

frow E4 3-26's. The Foniz-Mgnano line I I ~ S  of garticular interest t o  

tho Allfer! because its weatern ,?mB eastern ends roatea respectfvc3.g on 
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Ei&!:ays '7 tm5 6 anL bemuse the Gari&l$wo SLver ran %&ween tho two 

fn adation t o  these attacks Strategia s bozbera flew a nur;ber of 

o i n s l o n ~  against obj sctivcs directly &end of the adnmcfn~; araies,  

dropping a total of 166 tons on Castelnuov~h, Torre Bnnupzieta, Earno, 

~ b 3 b L a n i  and Avellirio. 

'Ihe results of them raids were e:cellcnt. Y o r m i b 3 l e  b10cl:t; were 

create& at Fornia. Caserta, Benevento, and Castelnuova; road bridges were 

Covz at Lagonego, AveXlino, Gapua ma north of Cauua, and other briQex; 

were blodzcd by craters ct the i r  ap~ro~zches; mflvagr bridges were 

f rrpasscrble at Fornia an& Peacara, anc other  b r i i i ~ e a  in both wea,s were 

:-lean~~bile, LtghP bonbrs, fiplcr-bozl%ers, nnd 2-25'5 of TAF de- 

liverea s ~ i ~ l l - s c n l s  but c~nslstent attacks b~ &g cur& nf&t on uattle- 

fielrl, t~.r&ets and. on troop and trm~2ort c ~ n c e n t ~ t i o n s  near-by. The 

targets Hero sel&orrr the s m e  from one 4~1.7 t o  the next because of the 

conatantl~ shifting ground sitwttion. Imcdintelg bes~onit the batt le f ie ld ,  

niasion~ were floum over Caserta, Bene~ento, Torre h ~ ~ ~ z f e t a ,  Sarro, 

Avellino, Gastelnuovu,, ITocora, an& a nunber of smller torna, Fighter- 

oomber sszndts  were mile on the enffiy1s positions and concentratZons 

a EL% 27ocern, Pcdn'.tll, Cmsralle, 3an Lucia, Earno, md 1-vellino, Phese 

softened rasi~tnnce an& aided the Fifth .bray as it pushed f ts war across 

the nomiteins to lw~ds  iihe linnles I?lain,lg althotq$ the rug@, wooded 

terrain m d  the skeletoc-t~pe of rear-guard resf stance en19lo~eiE by the 
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tions vas the cerrfing out of nf&tly armed reconnaisamce miasion~i bz 

Ifat bombera over r o d s  lw.ding into the Salem0 area. 

As had been the case durfng the previous trm weeks, the a & t h  Amy 

required far less air aotivity on its hhlf during the perlod from the 

20th thsoagh the 24th tban did  the Tif$h k r q 4 ,  Phe 3ghth continued t o  

meet Little ap-aoaition excmt in tho forsl of denolitlans. for nowhere 

along its entire front, fron above Potenza eastwar8 to  the Adribtic, did 

the G e m s  put up a real. battle. HavertLelese, the air farces were busy 

in the central an5 eastern sectom, X U  Qitfircs patrollfnc over the 

front a d  fighter-bozibere being e spci  i ~ 2 l g  activa f n the F o g d a  area, 

EIghtor4on'ber attacks of particular i q a r t a n c ~  were deliverea around 

21 I:e l f3 ,  in the center, and 8arletta an& Foggia, to the east. 

&era- a m-m Zvncwzth  &&!a, d special 

ogeration by LLW dnrlng -tho period ras concerned ultn %be ensnyls Corslch- 

Lechorn evacuzztion roub, I t  has alrendj- been noted that during the 

xi rst three of Segten;ber Sli3 P40 s and cmon-?iring 3-25 s were 

busy over Sardinia prior t o  the evzcwztion of the island by the Germans 

6urlng tho turd wee";$ Phe month, To facilitate- the withcbawal. of 

their %PQOZ)E ancl equipment froa Sardinia the Beruans after wreckfag the 

cirfields m a  deatro#ng maqv airoraft whl& were stationed on Ghm, ased 

Corcics ss s stqpiri~atone t o  tho Italian ~ t d n l ~ d .  !!%is alone w o U d  

have made Cornfca of interent t o  S t x t e d c t  s bombera, but the Pncf t k t  

Prench troops ELnd Gorsicnn yatriots wore fi&ting their  W L ~  nor+& throngh 
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the mountainous ia lasd  l a  a c ~ z a i ~  aesiged t o  drive out the Germas 

(who were already i n  ~rccess of evacuating the islnnd)" and coula use 

help Tron the eir,  gave the bmbera an extra reason fox attacking key 

place# on tho i s l a n d  and on the rmIn2mil ena of the Gernan escape ronto. 

011 i;he 21st the L % ' s  w h i c h  hail been sent dotin from TJX in resoonse 

t o  Gemmd. 3Lsonhok.e~~ e q p e a l  of the ~ 5 t h ~  carried out thoir ff r ~ t  

dssiona under tho direction of =, 32 of the hec?,piea dropping Y2 tong 

of bonbs on Le&orrs and hitting several srd.1 encwt ion  craft mi! m y -  

ing harbor and inciustria~ inataUations, and 20 xttackfng the haruor at 

BasPia, Oorsicn, and aooring strikes on a nubor of swll vessels. That - 
night 75 XeUingtons poured 1% tone on 2astia. On tho ntght of 23/24 

the :!ellingtons went for the Pi-, area, 39 plnnss &opsing Eti tons on 

l : / ~ ' o  In the city,  pad 41 w l o 8 d f n ~  46 tons on tka Pi~ti/S;rzl Giusto ah- 

f i e l d ,  a contar of tranqort alroraft sctfvitr. On fne 24th the attmk on 

Pisa 1 . ~ ~ 1  continned, !% 8-24's hitting several bridges a ~ i i  c u t t h g  every 

throu, railway line.'* That night BO :lellin&ons dzeogpsd lo? t m n  on 

s m a l l  craft and medium-sized nerchant vessels in the harbor a t  beghorn, 

and thc follow in^ C l n ~  3 b  31.25'~ attacked, the Zastie/~orgo sirfield in order 

to interfere with the sct iv3 tPes  of transsort planes. 25 

%Q af r Toreer; did not confine their attaoks t o  Coralcan and mainlend 

ev&cusrtion points. &wing tho week ending 24 Eqtenber j3-ZEiGls flew 14 

sorties aerinst shipping t m g e t s  batmen Coraica and Zlba. .A total of 

thirtp.six 75-m. shells vmro fired, rncl nits vere score& on a dsatroyer 

an6 many smll craft. A t  the S F ~ B  t fno C-43' Beaufighters .-ad 3-26's r r e n t  
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for enerqT trmsport P,frcraft flying between Corsica and the maflnlmd. 

B e  Ju-52's wore f lying =ow& 25 sorties ana evacuating 1,500 personasZ 

per day. On 24 Sep%cmber 3eaufighters o f  242 G r o q  stlot d o m  19 311-52's. 

P ~ L G  af tzck, glus Gho advent of a period of bad f3flng westther, curtailed 

f m t h e ~  ELF trans-port nctivltg, but Dy that ticlc the enemy's air e w r a -  

t ion  \ J ~ P  yracticaL17 complete. Therefore, XACS actuallp accangliehed 

l i t t l e  be:-oad the destiruckion of 30 e n a y  a i rc ra f t .  

1:eanwhf le, Trench Air Force +i tfires o t  0:3, operating from A j ~ . c c i o ,  

Corsica, afforded grotection for tbe ground forces a s i n s t  enemy raieers 

over the islaari, rrfth wflota of the Trench 2/7 :ad 113 Sqnd.rons &ooting 

euwn aino German >lanes, Their most notable success ocourrea on the 24th 

t~hen the Luftwaffe mnds one of its t w o  Septern'oer att~cks on Allied ports. 

2he attack was made against AJnccio bj- 10 Po-317ts me 1 Ju-88, m d  of this 

korca tna Zrench Spitfires m o t  down five. 26 zeature o f  the raid wzs 

the use by t he  enemy of the new-tyye glider bomb, this awarently being 

the first tiae the bomb haa 'aeen eq loyed  a;:ainst an Allied. ~nst.allation, 27 

althoq$ P t  had been used e a r l i e r  on a fwr occasioae against shiZpingd2' 

& &ti+fib, S@s&s& CuTiag the period from trle 20th 

through the 24th the enemjrls air am T ~ B  ttill flyfng no more an 

a averece of 30 offenailve sort ies per &IF. Pls actfvities were divided 

b e t w e n  the saippintl;, the betzehes, a n d  IjMbs airf3elds below Salemo. 

Paon2 the latter IIonf ecor?.i~o ma %scf m o  received p~,rticull;r attention. 

Phe raidc: d i d  l i t t l e  &mace, being on a sra,ll scale (4 t o  6 planes) and. 
'm 

ae3.n~ ,2tt~&:ed t.rXth the same success'"' as in prcvious weeks by the 

fighter patrols which the Allies were continuing t o  operate over the 
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brid-Gmead." Tnese patrols were uost eseentiwl over the beaches mere . 
'~istmil3.y a11 of the sup~~Jlies for the wialrsd operations were being 

drought  in. Fie port of Salemo w.s not free from eneuy shelling unti3. 

thc 2Xd, w6. men teen it coul6. k r z d ~ e  o n l y  a 9art of the shipppiag. iEtle 

extent of Woaaing activities on the beacaes is indicated br the fzct 

tri-t f r o 2  the 9th t o  %be 20th of S ~ t e ~ ~ b e x  147,527 per~omsl ,  2l.232 

vehlclas. mc? 72,402 tons 0,4 sqpLies wers landed. 31 

Baa special attenti~a patd by the br5dgo;hend patrols t o  the ensay' e 

high-level boabers whtolz h2.d been eq1s;Sng r0d:o.t. a d  gliaer bon3s ( t o  

the great cmcen p f  the naval  its oper2tifqg Q ~ S S ~ Q T F S )  was gaying r?fvi- 

dends, as no sh ips  .:rere %t;azgeil by suc9 attscks during the period from 

the 18Va t o  the ?st%. VaqnestIo~lr?bt,:r, tse f P m  est,zb1ishment of fighters 

ashore nelperl to grodile n, grentar .gw.rmtee for the s~fetr  o f  tho shlps 

than at my  prwlous t h e  in the ~?sn t?m. '~  3y t l l e  end of the 24th t he  

enemy1 s al.mes were still a l l 2  ng f o r t h  a few alarf s , out aone of t h e  

attadrs were qresseil hone, a d  ?fter t!zat data his XRLBS on the Saler~o 

area rqrer= too few, six513, 328 mc?i;#essivs. t o  oothtter Vae ALfies, R~oPJ~~c: 

nttsc!ts at ni&t were cap~%l;~  1.aale9 by TrL2 a d  C r U  3emXighters. 
33 

During ths  wee:: of la-25 Sept9;:73%r o;al:,- six attacks were m~da Dn 

All5 e& borabers by eneng &sf en~fve  fi&tersr, nnd none was on a sczle hrse a enough t o  czuse concorn. me enewts onljr norilnl effort was aminst Fair 

:~ucl reco~cdsa~a.nca glmes,  23 attmrpts at interception being made, 

notc.bly over S;.lsrna CUB F~oalnone. 2% 

Tuni~in ~ n d  Sia11y. that is, t a e  fighters wersJ &iftea frors defeasivs 

r - -- L--y-;-y-. -*- i I , '  I ' pjf." $7"" +I -* '- - . - , ?-eb-7-3- 
1 & I  

, , , ,:. 2 4L- 
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v:or>; a,;z,ins t itliccl aircrtzf t at tsc2ing instal2ations to off easive opssa- 

tionr c,-pinst :1LlfeB t r o o p  2n9 shly~~ing:  af ter  a period o f  intense offea- 

s ive  activity operations b c g z  tt Oa1. off to R few $ o F ~ ~ ? s  ?er day--;t 

sure c i s  t b t  the GAT not only lruad suSfered Xo~sea which it could no -* 1ont;esr afford but was iil graces: 02 rritadravin,r t o  n m  zirfields. In 

Zact ,  by tno 24ta the Gi? had moved alsost RI? of its boderg $9 brrses in 

nort5erm It:+,fy, and Its mia fi#ter strtsngt'l~ w m  located in the ?.one arm 

a d  at Tfterbo, ?he Fog$=: c o q l e x  and Sardinia had been a'bandor~d, 

Corsicrr nezr1:r so, ,w3. the 2itpl.e~ coqlex w a s  inactive. 36 

3al.3ber m, -. %om %he 24th t o  the 23th 

the 2iftn ,Amy s?,ou~J.y yushsd i t s  w & q  through %be mountzins bet~~reon Salarno 

r i d  TT~ples-AeelUno. G;? %he 25th 10 C o q s  'oro?:s thrmgh the P a m i  ?ass 

and debouched onto the Zaplns Plcin,  advancing t o  CnsteZm,zre and tdc- 

in6  Kocera; n?m-.$hfla, TI Corps dro.re north and no~t 'aeznt ,  tog%: Avellino 

a d  j01neb its ri&t flad.c: t o  the 3ighth i31'%rrs left flank. 2he 10 G o e s  

then swept through lo-veil and Qorre / i ~ u ~ z i a t s ;  it .was neLd rp briefly 

af 2orre de? Greca but on the 30th was past Vesudus; an& on 1 Qct 3 ~ a r  

f t s  a4vc'ijlce units awed i n t 3  !:aples.a6 On the 3ighth ,3rm:r front ?o&n 

w s  %&en on the 28th. a d  the next tlay the Gaxgma Peninsme, was over- * run. The battle line on 1 Octg'i~er s t r e t a n d  in a rougn and f l u f a  a c  

t&iicir ran f ron  !?aples t o  s point about. hzlf~:r:ay hetween ,?.vellino and 

Ceaavcato axtB then sxmg a lmos t  fine north t o  e line frou San Bart3lemeo 

in W d o  t h r a - ~ ? ~  Csstelauova. ~ n r l  Zerrazspriola to the coast below Ter-~li.'~ 

%be weather thm 73th enemy aircraft Z d a s  and >dad inkerf ercd 1 r i . t ~  
,&,,po+\ ! I ,  c 

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EOI 2958 
www.MtMestas.comwww.MtMestas.com



airfield act idt ies  and, together with h~avd clouds, obncwed targets. 

I:evesthelcss, the ,air forces gut i n  n ms:r wee!:, al#ou& the t o t a l .  

sorties f l o m  ,-sd t o m  ~f bonbs dr02'1~0ed wera muoh lesr. t h x  during the 

~rsviaus week 2nd far below the  geak of 11-17 Septemaer. 

Strate& o2ened the afr oi'fa~eive t j i %  throe Ion,:-distance s w s h e s  

on the 26th against targets in nar%Lern Italg. 2olagna was hi t  by 269 

tons d r o g e d  by 32 3-17's, the target ~ e l n f :  the '!/yls; 34 fortrsss~s h i t  

the 3glzan:, railrozd briaye : ! l tk~  35 tons, rind 6 boillSed the Verolna I:/, 1 s 

kith 15 tons wLen the;. ?$ere m-olr! t o  find 3olz1tno bec9use of heavg; cloud 

cover, 2:earer now, 91 3-261 g at-tacked. the roailrmy brf age at ~3mcello- 

krnone (at the mol~th of the TJolt.wno Elver) Rnit r o d  bs2Qes along the 

line of t h e  T o l t m o  :t Poato,  ~~dSLa1oni .  a d  CLd.azz0; 17 3-2b 1 s boqbsd 

the rozd at I l i g s n o ;  a d  during the night of 25/2C, 49 :iQllngtons hit 

the 3orxia comt  road, 

?lanes making the long t r i ~  in to  northern Italy found t h e  Allied sir- 

3lelds on ISarUnis of vdut?, a number of aircrzft lmeijin,o on the ret-m 

tril at f i e lds  a r o d  ~ e e f  ~on,-n.~* The i e l m d  wan lZready a&equctterr 

proteoted, P A Q  G of the 325th Crow bv5.ng moue& in at 3edmo~c3nnu on 

the 23136:39 a4 the es taol ldx~ent  of servicing f;rollitfes for setting un 

I?-33 's a h  ;laed;2m.; for o2errstims fron the i s lnna  was progt?essing. • Facticril. J ! x  Torce also r ~ a s  bus27 03 the 25th, attdcinf; for t i f i ed  

F-25'~ and 3altisorec l3e-r.r &i~ost 109 rdssiclns a d  dropped close t~ 175 

tons of b~cl'js. 

On the 86%h, 27t;h, Z.IIC 2 .I. of tlse boabers were ginned 
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dosm t o  bad weather, the only ogerc~t;ions of Iaportttncs being n coatinuntim 

of the nttacks on canoentraf;lons r+t S m o  and. XT3cera by 48 of Tuls 3-25's 

on the 26th. Ztheas attac'rs were L e s i s e d  t g  softie2 ur, the enen:r for tha 

Fi f th  ~sM::' s iqenrting bredz-t3rowJ into ths ,lrtellino sect crr. . 
On the 29th nnd 39th t.lest?er cont2meii t o  p3md S-U"s heavlss, but 

nediims or~rried on the assault on the Toltumo bridp3.  The bridges st  

C a c e l l o  m d  northerrst of Ozya were attacked by 51 2-26 ' s, 73 tons of 

o o ~ \ s  beins drogped a d  135 3-25! s smshad at tl?e bridges soufa of Piano, 

sox5hers t of Casteli~venere. znd south of h o r o s i ,  dxop_nf ng 194 tons. In. 

these raids bod ing  ~ ~ c c ~ u ' z c ~  was fa below norial ,  the bridi~es receivine 

no more f h  n e a f  gible b ~ e ,  &thou& roads a d  rai21fay lines in the 

;.lcinStq were Mt, 

?&en ITMS's 'Jellingtons f a i l e d  f o record even one sortie an Ihe 29th, 

It m. rlreci tha first ni&t &lxing the u o n a  that the;. h d  beea m a l e  t o  

oper:~te. 3et:~e3n the 2Gth of Jme ,and the 23th o f  Septernoer thsss aston- 

ishing medin?1e operated on 88 out of 92 nigdts,  averaging 65 sorties 

per nfat w i t &  only 130 availa%ls and service5ble nkmes. It crzs General 

Sprsatal opinion t h %  this record mile gosrible fn part becmse the 

' 1  ilellint;tons d t r ~ . y s  h'~d t.m cre:rs assi.pod t o  ez th  plme a d  had. &1. losses 

in craws and glraes pra+tl;; re~lzced. 41 

rn alb 3. 's d n  e f f o ~ t  on the 29tn and 30th 1~2s mde b:r 94 3-25' c x,&ns$ 

the r o ~ a  junction 2nd 'orid~es at 3ezevezit0, the object of the attack oeing 

to restrict enmy novenents in tlte r;rea, now threztened by the advmct? of 

13 Borps. P-38 fi:;hter-301~5~rs, se,us.;hile, i lev 67 effective sorties 

a ~ a i n s t  the Ausoni3 a d .  on the ni&t of the 

- + T?- - 7-& - 
' I  

, pfT 

j I , {  " 
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30th, 37 \Te'ellin&ona returns& t o  their  old target; at Fornia, Woafiing 

b3 toss. 

& ---, &a -. The activities of 

fighters arrd fighter-bonbers, l i k e  thsso of the hewies and z led ius ,  were 

on a d e c i d e d l ~  reduced scale  Guring the lsst weak of Septenber. Fighters 

found l i t t l e  t o  do as enmy &r operztions over the b a t t l e  crea were 

?r.~ct ics l lp nanoxistenl. Bad weather, heavf lossas, sad the snlft of 

uanZf squudrcas to f ie lds  farther north combinsa t o  cause a teoyorxy 

cessation of offensive sst i~ltr  by t'ao Or=. ZTA2Z's gltznes continued t o  

rly defensive ,nntrols, but the daiu average o f  soxties was below 100 md 

on raoct Gays no enwy aircraft ware e;?camhrad. On the Fifth .lSriqtt front, 

p a t r o l n  %rere extonfled as far north as ?Taplea; behiad fhe 3 g t h  ,tqr, 

clef enelvs gztra2s were f l own  "oy 13.33' over the %mi-3rind.i si-la~anto txiang'le. 

Tighter-boxbers mmaged t o  ?at in a nurabcr of go9d l i cks ,  atta&irq: trow- 

concentrations, defe~ded hf l l s ,  g n  positions, bi?o*ac areas, t x a n ~ o r t ,  

roads, bridges, m i  airdrones &e*,d. of the mavins b a t t l e  Ifne andl Zn the 

:reas &round denevento, Titarbo, Kocera, Samo, and. Cwnerelle in the 3 f t h  

42 brn~ sector end Cas.t;e'r,nwva and I a e r n l ~  on Vns Zighth ; i r i ; j r  front, 

lCtollatructfana- 

Qne work of the fi&tzrs a d  fi~ktsr-oon3ers in the fzco of poor 

weather a d  azainst targets constantly f~xrbhar north wzs made possible by 

the frct thit the gre;tex part of the USAG a d  2 s  fighter units--all 

axce7t one of the zhohort-rango F-40 y ~ u p s . ~ ~  f o r  smle-vere onerating f ron 

mid& airfields by the 25th. b t e  there were t.do PAF Spitfire 

- - ,- - --- 
I s f  . * 4-nT 
~- - 8 ' 1  ? ?  
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wf me, me U. S. 3 2 i t f i ~ e  g r o q ,  t v m  U. S. &3G g o u p s  and one D. S. P-49 

grow using f ie lds  bad: a f  the Fifth ,5Tu!y, and one 3dtltinore tdng, 

one U. S. A d 0  g r o q ,  t w 3  FF9 SUE' mitfirc wings, two U. S, 23-r10 grows, 

and one S ~ L E ' ,  and E't32 Wfnf: in Wle Zath Array area. !&ere were 

also U. S. , ?m ma S S U  reconnxtssanca sqmbrons mil several squ2drans of 

3 e ~ ~ i z h " u r s  located ct various ooint~ in the tt?o sectors. 44 

The %a& of keoping the f ie lds  operational devolved upon Yorfhtrcsl 

Afric-m + 3 x  Fervlce Comznd, a c ~ m b i ~ f i a n  of M I  i b i s  Forcs Service Cornand 

and s;z?>ly and naintenace d t s .  In the XiPth Bras  are?., ele~i~n'nt~ of 

X I 1  Pcr7SCI had constructed. t:?roe Landing strl-ss--Faestm~, Sole, ~ n d  CzpccSo-- 

~etween the 11th nnd the 16tl1, m d  as emlp 2s  the 9th its ',mrteruster 

truck-coqm; troogs ix7d COXB ashre t d  handle the  tasl:: of mla@tkng gcso- 

I lna,  bo;r;br;, enrimxition, m8. ofher crir force slm2lies from the oecches pad 

,tmiLfn; theu f o thc cirficlds. Ee&nnfns on the ldtb, service moqs a d  

spwdrons ccwe i a  a& took  over t h e  job of aaintaining the airfiezds .mc 

~ervicin~ a e  C O ~ O ~ L ~  units wMo5 were begiming t o  use the~i. L:ontecmdncr, 

as soon as it tns free f roa  enmy artillery fire (an the 20th). qvlclrly 

oacs~ie the p r i n c ~ ~ r ~ L  airdrome in the Salerno arec. 3y the 25th, it was 

supporting the V. S. Jiqt Fizg$ar G r o q ,  two ~ q ~ ~ d r o n s  of W aj.tfirer;, 

,md a aqut.man of Zettq&i.4iters, cad was bin;; used bjr planes of 2 r o 2 ~  

C ~ r r i e r  ~ m d  1kTS iTfin<; specfa?- dssions into t h e  s e a .  %e fge~c? was 

serviced by the 306t3 Service Squ126ron of the P l s t  Somice Graq .  45 

itnother i q o r t a n t  f i e l d  was Paestm, also service& by the 306th Senrice 

Squ,~dran, *ad hclne of tho 33d 2ighter Group, On 15 Se?teraber, 13 p k m s  

of the C%Ch G r o q  of 5 Z s t  there; three o f  the 

- -  .- ,- --I -" r~ ?--I- r- -_ 'c-----+ 
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planes o r o u t  2n nurses, litters, m d  Blcanketsr ~ m d  the other 10 

czarled 2-58 be15y tanks; on the return flighe the planes evac-uted 

l l t t e r  and ~ovJ,atorg- patients. The follawing- &,y 46 C-47ts from the 

6 l ~ t  50.7 f lew in sq3lies a d  180.006 romds of ; = m n d t ~ o n . ~ ~  Qh'here- 

a f t e r ,  P ~ t ~ s t u n ,  I:oabecorvlno, and the othnr fielas were not o a r  bases 

for .tscticzl circraft but were te=!inals for ~iroorne supslies m d  eoOul!p- 

4.t 
ment m d  tat&-of f golnts; for air ev~currif on. 

Xot all of XI1 iWSC's w i t s  entered I taly bg m y  of the Bclcrzlo 

aeachoa. 80ne went in at tne Toe or tne I n s t q  and moved norta ~ e d n d  

the Sritish B&th ~ r m g t .  n&s was gizrticu2arly true of G&-stemaster 

units &i&i services 211 t;pea of pLr,:es in the nreP, 123123uletl gisoISne, 

oonbs ,  atl lens , 3x6 otber  s~zp1 ie s  t o  c ~ p t ~ t r r d  af rf ioltts,  &atntaincd 

f ich%er p o l s ,  o3erated control towers, repaired or sdt-aced dmoge;ed 

rdrcrzft, a d  z c i n t ~ i n s d  tho fie169 2nd the i r  f z o i l i t f e r .  48 

XQ less iq?artanf t o  the a o t f ~ i t f a s  01 tho lnn3.-based slam of 

~JAQP were the job6 done by :lerzthil;r, 31gns1, r=nd ~rdn;tnc3 units, ltobila 

Unit 1.7~1, 2 of the 13th :feather Squadron lmdsd it.+ Salerzo on the 12th 

02 Septe;;ibcr a 4  l:obt2e Unit 3. 7 at Faest-~3 on the 13th. 3:~ the end 

of the month five detaachents wera on the m R l d 9 n i S ,  zw1gzing for lkQ'  

the l z t e s*  de~c+la;~~ents in the uncertain 1 talf m weather. S i g r 3 .  untt s 

began mminc ashore on tho loth, % : ~ e  h n a c d  zir w L r n 5 . n ~  f t tci l i t ias;  
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m f n g  the f l d  wee?:: of Eegt~~b?r  the 1 iAtea  ~ c t l ~ r l % i s . :  of .CIZliea 

,airoraft ths fsr nora Iidt -d opcratians of tha cnc~yta p i x  ax= 

natwnlly ren i i l t c i l  in 2ed ?lanes beinc Ge.?trla;7ed, an eithor side, +Vom6 

36 enezr 2lmen word dsstropcl. pad. 17' p?obzbl:r 8sstraye9 or d%r?--ged; the 

-112f es l o s t  15 yFnnas deztroyed, 13 missing, and 29 d,zsz2ge9. ::oat of tho 

6estro~~e9 +:ad 2 z t + ~ ~ z e 3  .;llisd r , lmes  were v i z t i  3s of flak. 
a 

~ ~ a ; r l T i e B & ~ $ ~ w  

h i n g  the i~ont!~ of Setember the .Ulfes h a  come a long ww. Lwo 

ULJOZ invasions, 33,BO"lT -iTiJ22;OB3, and one uinos ogeration, GIZ?i);J, 

had been kmAed ,mil preserved--i.T2LiXCRJ 'wvlng bgen carried out in the 

face of hears' Qeram attacks. Ifcdy wi! been 1 3 l f n S ~ ~ t e d  fron 31s war; 

thoasm4.s of first-alas8 Ger-mn troqs hxti bew 'nockcd on% of the fight- 

ins,  a d  qwztit;i es of eqrdpsent Fad been dext~oyed o r  captwed; the 

Ger.m ,Air ZJTCO had been serfv~sly crtri$cd; % h o e  of the best parts in 

f ta;~ (:ia?les, 3arf , w d  r a r a a t o )  h:cd bsen saizad; two exctollent cod$glexes 

a 9 ?,irfie'Lde, zrou.7 2-21s~ 236 Toz;l:i, were In ,illied. 31sm&s; znd the 

To the zccoq-~lishment of 233, these thtn~s the air forces had can- 

x e s ~ o n ~ i b l a  for XIrrly + s ca~itul~tion, !l%e;j. && nf forded protsctiozr for 

the invasion e3av3ys, proteotsd t h ~  troops fran e a w r  air attsa::~; as they 

went a,sl=ore, snd s.3febwdad then ts the;. estdlisf ied t b e i ~  beaebezda. 

Yhey h d  give2 sir cxrci- wMle more VSZI IOu,000 tons of su~glics. 30,000 
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motor w&Scles, aria almost 2C)O,OT)O troogs hzd tleen b r o ~ h t  in over the 

b ~ a c h e a . ~  Ihe;~ contributed si&tilg t o  s t q ~ i n g  the eneayts offen- 

ztve of 13-15 S q t e ~ b e r  and ha& help& t o  srdnf; the A l l i e d .  g i u n C  t ~ o o p s  

back t o  ale of feasfve. 8 9  tbs Y i f t h  pad X&th Arrdes no-rod north they 

ned cm+s3ed enWj strong point;, t r o q  concenGrsti3ns and e;ua poaf tions. 

me;. L2ii inte~d.5cteil tho OermaTs lines of comunlc.;tions, blocking off 

-sosslbLe rainf orcezent s and i n t  en"srlng with his kd thilrarml. 5e;s had 

serio-ilsQ,? injured the dc3ngerrrua Gerxca -4ir Porce, Phey h d  destroyed 

tons of ery ipuc~t  sad au~^ ,~ l i e s  xthEch the encxr reeded for his  further 

defeaoo of %?its peninsula ead w h i c h  he collld 211 ef ford  t o  lose. 

%a e;;t;en.t of li-w's ol~erctfons awing thg uontrl of 5e3tmaer are 

best shown br s;t,zt%;tics coverins ~s r t f  es, tons of bo;;ibs &o;~ed, 

me Tff3AkG f l e x  3221a.;.t; 22,000 sorti~s a d  the ?,IF close t a  11 ,CC!D, 

2 t o t d  of bstweea 33,00Q r ~ d  33,098. 03' these sortles ?%?d2?'s S l ~ ~ n e s  

f le- ,~ slightly more *A 10,000, X . i T ~ ' s  f l ev  nearly 18,00U, a d  Coastal 

f l e :~  aroutid 4,530.% 
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rr  
Sortlee by ZiiQiS's XII T i a t e r  Comami! were as ~ Q ~ ~ O W S ;  

Iln:~ fi&ter, convoy escort 3,462 
Pecan., convoy escort 352 
U-boat hunts 430 
E!ecam*riss;ace, 

TOTG 
"A32 
4,591 

The total of bom'os d.roppe6-.-iac'lui?in~ betweon 3,000 and 3,000 tons 

drop2sd 37 plmas o f  :Bdd3.e % s t ,  much of whit21 m s  expence6 in sq130rt 

of the Ita'Lf,m c6apr-zfg~--\v~s 28,700 tons, of lrhich the ~~~ 6rogped 

56 
13,9M) and ths FFG 4.?Kl. k l x c x a f t  of K%?? accolu3teti f a r  16,r300 tons 

af  the t o t a l :  linen of cammication r ~ e e i ~ b d  10,SiSU tons, airdromes 

were cr.;&ited k-lth 3,000 t o m ,  m d  direct air sapporl accounted for tho 

reminine; 2,560.~~ Qhe ereas nost f r e p n t l y  bmi~ed were the -4ulettn 

r o d s  in t ~ e  3 a l e w  battle a e a ,  21; 3 o l i  to~m, roads, a d  %ELTT~&E, 

X ) ;  a d  3eneventa rrs~4s and bri~ig23, 20. 58 

?he nmber of eneay aircreft shot down in aerial combat ~ t s  sone- 

where in the nsi@borhood of 320. IKhLG' rr2.xnes were credited with shoot- 

i n s  80'1.m tw9-tPdrds o f  that n'1m5er. Pl<mss of l;ASs zccount~d for aromtl 

260, -&.4TAS for about a, ~mc!. Coastal. for the re.hznfng 60. Abaut half 

of Constal's vfctiories cane in the l a a t  lu b.ps of the month in opera- 

tions oTer Cors5cs. In ada t ion  to the pl.mes destroyed, some Irere 

l i s t ed  P.B grOhao?.e~ and 110 as k%Ged, !the nifi'oer of planes destroyed 

on the pou2tl. cmnof ba detcrnlned ..;,ec'mateLg b'1t the f e w e  a?~areatly 

was in t h s  nei~hoarhaod of 20C1.~' 3stneetr Z,LOD irnrl 1,?M eneq motor 

t r ~ m r p o r t s  irero Two ships were sunk, two soverelr d~magea 

cud nineteen d s ~ g e d .  62 rm \- 
LL" -  
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;ic.&nst taesa victarios the :Jli>s 1ozt in aerid:l corlioa2, zro~m& 

163 p ~ m e s ,  the U W Z  s u f f  crin;; 83 destroyed wad 13 ni safng and the FA2 

47 dest~oyed stnd 5 aiaaiag. Of the total losses 33 were b3zbers 

a d  70 were ff&ters. In addltian t o  losses the USAG had 78 g1,mss 

dmzged m% the ?+b.X had 21, a t o t a l  of 99. 63 

The GiS' also took a smll t o l l  of Allied shigs, ?articdarlg 

t h r o a  the, use of the oontrol,led-tpe bomb, 2he eamy hrtd used +>is 

tme prtvtously, but the attacks at Sralemo t p e ; t r  t 3  b v e  been the 

first extzrinive use against sen i b r o e ~ . ~ ~  The U. S. Y m y  l o s t  thr.e 

s u p  t o  ~ d r  ~ t t c t c : : ~ ,  one befxle the (a), and had.  eight dzmged 

bx hits and nem mlases, moat; whlcn were tbe light crdsers  

and -. The 2 o ~ ? ~ % l  l:cCv~ lo& fwar  &ips, one the ~ i o s ~ i t d  & 5 ~  

1' -, m d  b d  12 ships h a z e d ,  the nsra imortant being the 

Xa&& mil the m. 21ro h t c h  snins were 6232ged bg nszr uisses. 65 

The losses au~t De cansiberzd zr; very reasonr:ole in %ems of the value 

of m.vd oger~t ioas ,  a d  vhen it L S  re;neutbexeEZ th~t booause of the d i s -  

t a c o  ~ in ic f i  the -nLie& c a ~ t r - f i a t e r s  had t o  fly the :_ix foxces di8 n3t 

enjoy ovemnelrdng air ~ - ~ e r l o r l t ~  at Snlsmo rxd f o u d  it i q o s a i b l s  

t o  mFntdn cantfnu~us fighter covrsr on a scale large e n o w  to dew 

the aas:~uLt sere:: t 3  ensr)r ~Lnnes. 

, o evidense iw av8ila332e frou whkn t o  estfmte the extent  of t h e  

loosos  m a  4a1-g~ infl icted by the 3ufbwaffe on mound troops, epuip- 

ment mil silpplies on tho bribg~Acad, ?ad ImdLng craft, 3 r z t  there i R 

no ~uention but k h t  ths d x ~ ~ i g s  van, held to a ain i '~tu  17 ILU3'c fighters, 
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Ehct general exuelleaoa o f  Vne close s q ; o ~ %  given $3- the p l ~ m e s  of 

- J J ' ~ F ~  mq be cttrtbu%ed in p a t  t o  Issaons lw-mcd dwing the 1Wsian 

and S i c i l i a  ca7;inaig~s. Vztil the end of the l&%er the f i g t e r s  and 

f i ~ h t s r - o ~ l n b e x ~  had followed the o l d  meZhads of clasa sup>ort as set I 
i o r t n  in Fiela Iknwl 31-35, ~I.LvJ.ntion in S u p o r t  of Ground Forces, 

mil h~.d fowd the3 in grzctice to be u n s a u n ~ ,  r ~ r i m r i l ~  'oecauee the:- 

wero not cood~cf-;e t o  +he bcsCJ 1x52 of nvailzkls zfro.rttft, eir strength I 
oein, yasceled out t o  5 q a 7 r b  Ln~UVfa~ . l  gromd mi t a  rzthcr *laas befsg I 
ast.d. E ~ S  an in%egated and fle>iible fmce  in s q ~ o r t  of the a n y  as a 

wh~le. Confugfon EEL& 1%~:: of caorfiinatiar: inevitably resulted. A t  the  

of the S P c f l i a  c,mpa2gn, XLI A% was conxineed that successfti!. 

clasc-su1r-ort operatfons should be based on an over-a11 AZr-bromd plilr, 

and tmti the prineigles w&ch cut fovern l i r  Is eff ectlve e.xecut%on of 

its gpxt of the plm were: (1) indcpcndeat e~alopnent of its forca~, w d  

(3) a11 decisions zs %o i t ; s  use in jo in t  oparations to 'oe made 2% the 

army a d  air osm.3126 leve!., Curing the Selerno opratians these prin- I 
ci$.es w2re q ? l f e d  and as E. result a vor: vor'r~ole an42 effective met.cod I 
af close support tms developed, !Jhe m>-tuod f n c Z e d  elosp liaison I 
b s t v ~ e a  the zmy 3nc? XII kSi3, deoislon bj- tne i3.r Cormwader as t o  the I 
targets t a  3e ettsckea, the us2 of for;r,.rrd co~frollersl (!!Rover ~ o e s ~ ' ) ,  

a Lm:! neetfnsn, ostueen Air zni! Croun6 to decide o a  targets f o r  the follow- 

i = m. ;?&le 1 0 ~ ~ 1  ~onaition~ f~squea t l y  mod iified these praaticas 

&ins thc fir?% [as-s of t l l~  Etdifa c3:~2Ig! ,  they con38nu~tl t o  be 

e:aployejl mtt &ninc the raxfnder of t h e  ycnr were a feature of P ~ T  
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EIo;s effeotive2y the r:lr forces oont~i~u%ed to the success of 

. ~ , V U L X ~ ~ ~ ~ - - ; J ~ ~ C S ,  3. ChucMll  cl~.ssif l e d  as "the n;ls t dm5 ng a.~rpai rsious 

o2eration we have g e t  l a u d e d  or waicl i th%& has ever been launcned 

an s similar s~ale~~~--through thnlr  coorittllztion r: i"r  ths gound and. 

mw-1 forces i s  Lndicc?.t;ed by the contents of R cessage srcrI; General 
* 

2iael;hor~er t o  the CCS on 22 Septe:;ber, after the Cexir,m threat t o  the 

%ezckheGd h2d been repulse6 s.rd tha A l l i e s  lsvl he~'ux1 t o  drive Zescelrin~~a 

Zen frm the Ealernrj area. -4V2LJ:ClE ta91&t, t he  GeneraL said, that dur- 

ir;g the c r i t i c ~ l  stage ox a Im&ing o ~ e r n t i o n  eveq- availz3le force tn- 

cl~dfng 1811: , spa, azG af T Ii:& t o  be who'Lly concentrated fn swnort 05 

the I,wdLng unti l  the t r o o p  werc in gosition to t d z e  care or' the~oeLves. 

Zha-t , he dec?.,areC, [Idost e ~ ~ ~ - t i c c l l y  includes the so-calle8 Strategic 

A i r  Force,!' ~ h o s c  t e ~ y o r s , ~  ditptreion from its  no^^? rdseions in order 

t o  recoo;r;llirrh tho nccossert. eoaceztratictn resulted in ad~mtages which 

rore t b  C O ~ ~ ~ C E  tcSL SOT the Xvc-rnion. h i z f ;  the critictd.1 d i i : ~ ~  of 

the oqeration, Geacr~l -3 aar3301:cr contlncea, oven the nf &.t 3o~3ing 

:orcc contritmted. ~~Ex~PCLY to holUrg the beachcs; :ad he w a s  ~'cc~vincedfl 

that ifwi%hsut the concentrated use of 2:nvar?3- c a d  ;ir stre~gth we conla  

mrdl;- b v e  !:~pti ikon! a e i n ~  driven baclc into the sea. ,168 

was I f z a  izportant and. p r e p a t  victory, one dessmalug 2 CsfirAta place 

k a ~ e  & i e p t e d  t h ~  ~313dit:- of" :'re C h r & i l l f  s rt;.fe~cnt. After the fall 
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of Z a , l ~ 6  and ?o&a, ?*hi& been c o q l e t c d  bj thnt date, the A l 3 . i ~ ~  

c o c l d  liet tre f o l l o u i n g  a&m.nQ~~ges as accr-Ani; frost the ' o l o o q  Bertche~ 

zt S ~ l c r n o  mi? tat? cLo:f, ax& &rive o f  tho , L ~ e r i c ~ a s  pad 3ritic.h t o ~ a r d  

the Goltumo-Zrimo X h e :  

1. pie  e l i r d ~ t i c n  of Xtaip?n mfzitcrp restcSznce and the euccess- 

fa invr,sioa of the xLo,in.lnn3 of >mope stme:; ,c hecCw slow to Gerzs"a 

prestige mG drove t h ~  first .;;.oZge inta :iitlcr's a. ?he 

t.redgc ves as iq~rt,?at gs~rcholo&ccllg p-5 it; wzs m%ter2aZZg. 

2. The noqdei t iof i  of the I td im Qaat;  ~rZbhout 2 battle  nccst 

thct hericeforth the .Ul$es would not be requires t o  maintain a I~sge. 

nz.VU1 ~ O X C Q  in the !Ie&I.tesrme.zri, khus r e l e c ~ h g  m a w  heavy units f o r  

tremn3er t o  the Pacific. 

3. Taa Ttdlzn ertrrenaer elir5mter.l 2rou action almost 25 6iviefons 

of ftcUcac3 in tiic 3aUzans, trhidz W O ~ G  foroe Ger- t o  draw on her 

reserves to k e q  tbc occupted coun$ries under control. A incre:~se i r r  

Yu~oskr,~ patriot activifj: T ~ S  ~1re~d.y aotf ce6hlc which--cou$ed with 

os;er::tions k? the 2rith.h in the Eodecr4n~se clnd u o t i l f n ~  r&&s agdnst 

Greci~n airfields, both of which ::errs read-,- t o  ae ir&ti;tted-\fou1& glace 

n fxcdher atrtiin an Gera.aa;='~ drdckling rescreen. 

e 4. The acqdeit ion of airfi4ds :%Ion: the e3st coast 0% 3ktr2~-  

~ r e e t l t r  eztcr;.'cd t h e  r~znge of l d l i e d  bonbors, ylr~cinf :  t h a  Gone 4CQ 

dies clccer t o  t i l rge t~  in -the Y z l k ~ a s ,  Czcchoslo%rrl-dc, Eunprz-, Au~tria, 

anC so7~tk.m znd ezstcrn Ccrr~m:~. Eircct rorr?sinr* BU~JBOT~: far thc Eed 

Am:: 3 0 T r i f r ~  i n to  BmzwLia ~36- 3~lgc.xi c T ~ S  possiule. Z.ip Tloerti o i l  

PlelCsand tko Zau'tze su.i;l:r route were not7 ~ri th in  easr bo~birtg rmge. 
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coorUn:.::ted idth operntf oan f m n  the IIK z t ~ i n a t  Cexk-a senhrs of heavy 

pens, r&f 1 commicztf on.., r a d  other t n s t n l h t l o n c :  vita:! t o  the enep:yt c, 

A l l i e d  h d s  end the la t ter  v i r t ~ l l y  SO--ViEbS of grezt irportirnoe, 302;h 

i alctndr: o c c ~ ~ l e d  excellent positions ,-eos~:jlhicall3-. Zron then, If ght 

aara1. forcea could f l d c  thr3 i&s o o ; ~ s t a l  tmde miit sca car.mun9c~tions 

Dett,leen %me11les ~mir E.orie an& 2 ~ 0 m  ;krseillec to the west, 5 e i r  air 

oases. would e x a l e  bon*oers, with full fi@tcr cover, to Nt tarsets in 

now bc &ven t o  any future az~cLfbious operctioas whf ch might be yra jected 

cgainat Ttaly north of Bone or adnst the EAc.ferz from east of :hrseflles 

t o  Genoa. 

G. Tie Eussinn f rcnt  >;as autoix~ticzlly strengthened, as the Ger:-a  

xerervrrs whicn nust no7] be used in Italy a d  VAO caEcrms would no 

longer be av~~i lz3le  for use on thnt front. 

7 ,  --%her Gerwg force5 ,and eqIri,:nezt hencefar%h had t~ be med 

lor strengthoaiac; defcnsea a31 the xi:;- frcru the Vi&~'-5~xd.sh bor&e~ 

t o  the enstem snores of t l e  -kel;e,m, fox the entf re northern shore of 

tho ::e&iterra~tl:n rms norr wlnera5le to Allie8 boubin~s a d  Alliei 

8. Xre AUlf.ed successes in the ::edit;errrtne;rz= enhanced the pros- 

pects of an ,ULied cross-Channel operLxtion:70 f i r ~ t ,  bec~uso it rade 

the I .eS terracm virtiwll~ a :nericr~n-3~$,Ff sn -e a d  tfiexeby freed - 
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aen , s'Iifps, nnc ~ l r a e s  f o r  e~lc3men2; nfpinst  ths oneqT on tho Atlantic 

se,s'ao~xd; sec~cd, becnusn it afSered a dau'ola bombing t h r r ~ t  a&net 

T x r ~ c e  as woU as apins t  the G e r m  var potential.: anE, t u r d ,  because 

it opened the g o s c i b i ~ i t g  of a9, inva~sion of southern h m c e  which, 

15th the cxo~s-Chme1 int.ssion, wocd thrclrl a pircer nover;zent a~aixist 

tho Geman m d e s  in Frace. 

After 1 October i t becam tko task of the Allied forces In I tala 

to s q l o 2 t  these adva~~tages, the pound f orcas. by continuing t o  drive 

r^oxth~~.xcTs ~~$5.1 r.t Least Eonre w~.s  5 n A l l i e d  bands, a ~ d  tBe air forces 

by continuins to mi& zeC tihe Gemm 1.1~2 stretl&h both within mt? be~rona 

the bnftle nrea. 
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After the 33th and :X&th 2irrr3co h d  c~.?turcd the i r  two nrizin obJec- 

t ivsc,  ::a$Ies =aaC F o g i s ,  they continuerl t o  rJress s l o w l y  but steadliily 

ug the peninsula, 33: the end of tha first wee:; of Octbaer the Fi f th  Arm:r 

1zy ~20rit; &he left b d s  of the  Tolturno a d  Crdore rivers t o  aDove 

2enevm1to; there it JoAned tLe 2i&& whoze 2ine r a  strzi~bt t o  

the L d r i ~ t f c  i.3.1eilir tel?? itoove Yexi~olf ,  wziich ha& been seized on the 3d 

by an azqhibious o>er~,tion. In AIlf ed h;tnC~ verr Caserta, C a p ,  

:).ezcventa, Vol tur~ .xe ,  Serrcci-ariola, an8 Ter io l i .  Cetween 12 14 

Octmer flie Fifth ;bxq drove co~osp the ToLturno, md. uy tbe 22st the 

: I I&T~L ha6 arf~:*:mced t o  the lover reacne.. of the TrTgno Efver noore 

PeriroLl ~aci a ferr La:;s lTter h;td t&xn Eoinno beloli the f mor~ant C e r w  

sqr,Ly center ,-.t Issm5a. On 1 Totrernoer tke bcttle l i ne  ran roc&ly 

I r a 2  :I~adr&~one, on the G n l f  of Caeta, to aaove Yeam. Piedlz~onte, and 

Boiaxio, and thence strzight across t3 tae . i h i c l t i c  at the mouth of 

the Qrigzo. 2he ~dvs;l i~n ht=a been aLorr in the fsce of Intell igent a d  

sf;-;Tuorn Germn rtssf stance ,mfi e p f n s t  the o bgtaeles imposed by BOW- 

talnaus terrain, rivers, b lo~m 'bridges, an& imtleqwte roabs, 

2 i E & W & g C l c t o b e r  

m i n g  the fixt p-mce of  the S f t a  ;,rxi:rl5; O C ~ B ' U ~ T  o ~ e x a t i ~ ~ l n ,  t k t  

is,  t h e  ddvp t o  tns VoLtnmo, both Tactfczl mi! Stra te& aide& the 

n&v;r.nce, Taoticr+3. 3:: &:lv;ing close sugsori Btrzte,%c by cantindnr: 

5 t s  ? ro , - r~a  of c ~ c * ~ t f n g  blocks d o n f .  %:he Zol%u,rno. Tne pcriod W ~ E  
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~'~'oz%wed oy bad weether--a :flf ld iatroducticn t o  tae  ~fsexza le  weather 

~e %Lo n~xt s i x  m n t b  ~?hich ~ c u l d  give: I t~Lly one o f  i t 9  I I O T S ~  winters 

, a d  would both E E X ~ O U E . ~ ~  x e f ~ ~ l ~ d  the Trogress of t h e  ground farcen end 

=a6icz> anti l i r i i i t  t k c  o ~ e r a t i o m  of tkc air Zorces. 3. 

1 .  ;ir m. In q i t e  of the w9cttrer Strategic hr,e a xost 

succeastvl wee:: bet~veea the night of the Ist md the n i&t  of t i e  8th. 

On tne nirgt of 112 Octoher ':e2lin,-t;ons zttnc'ced the bridges at 

Grazczrdee ,and n3 t tbe Slbrizia const ro:rd, rad on the 3d, 3-26's .oomtied 

a con~crted rail bri0l;e northecast of Cmm ;md c resorted pontoon bridge 

at Cn~teJ.  Voltwno. After the 3d the bomb in^; effort  1.1~s concentrate8 

fGa2iher north, zlant-: the t?ncn:ris seconii line  fro^ Fom~ia t o  Xzernia, 

tho 32th &viu; rcaehed the  vicinity of the Tolturna. Ihree ~ k a l r ~  

roaCs ran thxough t h i n  seeoxld line wd in to  the 'ocrtt le a x e x  the csast 

ro:d thraTgh Terracim Por!;fn, the center TO& t h x ~ n &  Uee ,end 

:3,yano, cvlrl tug ialand rond t h r o w  IsernLa. SAT- went for all tnree 

in effort t o  out the  G e m  su_uply lfnes, 7oc5a was attmkea an 

the nl;;ht of 4/5 znd an t a c  5th ,znd Btn, t~ t a t c l  o f  17, tcns of benbs 

oeinf; drtqned. 228's attacked the 'ori&ea 2% ,*ce nnf. I so l e t ta  on the 

38 r,%t!! II tar?c, 3w2615 LZi t  9emTTmP~n. wlE: 55 tons. The roac?. hook 

north of !lgmmo ~1aO. t v o  oTerpsssec to the sau%iz were pauncle6 on the 

3d,  4th. 5th, mt'i D t h  w 3 . t ~ ~  2CIG tons ,  ,XS& on %LIE? s8"18 & q c  the cho:cs- 

noin% rind roa&s nt f ~ ~ r i z  b7crr: h i t  by laj? tolls.   en^ attzdzs (,c.1 ~y 

neeiws =ir fiptller-bonbern) s-t;o_ny?eb nlm6r.t 211 traffic on the c o ~ ~ s t  

road, ~ lo l ied up tr&ffa on the othor tk-0, $mcT so j ~ m e d  enerrry :S/T' a 
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tkqt units of 2.G were ,-,ole to cldr, the dectmction of nore t h  430 

vehicles. 

A%ta&rs on lfn~s of comunic~,tlon close to the 'battle zor?e were, 

norrev-r, onlg one of a nvm2er of varied o~err-ticas crr r ied  out b:r IWS 

o.urf.nf; the week. Fail centersr in noxthcm Xtdy  were raided, air- 

r i e L a ~  in Creccs and sever~L :~egees. Sslr*ri!s were b l i t z e l ,  northern 

Cdrcica hag pouc'ed, ad--for the  first tir~e--l;x:elfth k i r  Force heavies 

rlenl all t;lc 'ctag' t o  central Austric t o  strike GB tho ~ircr t t f t  fzctories 

st Fli ener Xeustzilt. 

Tie p a i l  centers in northern Ltsl; whlcn WETO hlt were ke;- spots 

111 h e  nove~rreat of vital nilitc~ry sxp.crgr2ies t o  the Geman mniy. Ehe 

: : / Y ~ E  at CMtavecchia, Piae, doXogna, pat1 Xestre and t h ~  rail bridge 

at B ~ l z a a o  ;?I1 rrere rendered inoger~.tire when ;:ellir:ftons mi&-ltqs 

gountied  the^ vith s to t? -1  of ~ 1 2  tone. These nttscks brought out, such 

ark mus=1ly s t r ang  GAT f i e t e r  rer,ction tcaf on tho ni@t of 5/13 

JeLlin$on~ azla~?e& 82 :!toas on Gross~ta  A/>, destro,dni: 11 ,dreraft. 

Photo reoorxmissmoe =S. revccled we11 before 1 Octa~e r  t h t  tke 

LC r.:?.s bv5ld3ng IQ i t a  fi$ter mf! bomber strcnflh in Grseca. :!ost ox 

che _nlrxte~ I a r o u 6  2SC11 were caceentrcited on fields in the e ~ s t e r n  p ~ r t  

o f  tk-t country, the rcnzinEor  d bout lGQl 3efnl; t o  tke weat mr around 

a i3rtlcni'-~, cmd on CreCa the 130Le~~me~e.  'fho presence of these planes 

nosee a double thrc.c.t to thc ,Uliea: f i rs t ,  %ho f i e l d s  were close 

' e n o a  to 1tr:l;: t t o  serve al.- Sases for zttz-ckr z ~ a i z s t  ezstern ItzLs-? 

e q e o f c l l g  ~ ~ p l l z e t  the n i r f l ~ l a s  crcrund P Q ~ ~ $ c ,  ract ?gainst tho vita1 

?or% ~f %xi; S ~ C C R C L ,  tiie increesad number of zircrzft e ~ h g e r e d  A U i  e6 
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holdingr in taa~ .legem (the f : L a d s  o f  Cog, Leror,, r-nc Sr4i1os hr d recestly 

been occupi cd by the 3rit2silJ , md  U L i c d  mdnping in .the murow ?art 

af the IEed;ttarr,?grbt.n between the C ; ~ c n d c a  bulge ?aa Crete. 3etweea 

the 4th andd the B t i l  :ikC ~:ent for tHc larger fields "in a a.uici: destm-c- 
3 

f i o n  e f fo r t , t tw  dro9ping trcusmls o f  2r:i.g~ m 3  sse~er,,l hundreci. tons of 

G.li %o:i~s on ,irgoz AfArp~o/Tatof, .Lthcns/Alc~oLs, B~rifrLeion, Salon'iks, 

LLYXYDG, mi cithi?~ s in G T E ~ c ~ ,  C T J ~ C T ,  an3 ?h3dss. A nunbc~ of eenenr 

pl,ln?s Irere deg2;so;'etl or *-n,r~ed; and hzagars, rmb~ayc, ,and other insts123- 

t ions wer 3 vet 1 co~3red by t ~ c  5-24 s , 2-25' -. , :ma P-3; s :3~.2zing the 

~ t t t : f d C r ~ .  

In OPLW t~ comtr31" the t k r c d t  t 3  -0sFeb rh222ing yresent;rd by the 

0-EiI: d t s  %?.set3 in Greece ,mrl t11e _:e,-e:m ,r, mc7. in order to ?ce fn a better 

,yrou2s pail on4 P-33 S D ~ T  :.cm trrnrferzed t;s-pr:,rU.r tcr ths 2ea&a54 

_*.ncl G:dont rrrcar 2 x r i n ~  thc first wee!: of Cct~3er. S!ortZ:i ai"ter*~zas 

%I* 3212t 3oribc~hi~at G x ~ x ~ ~ s  2 -ZSPc  1tej-F: t m r d  wror to tke 373tb 

YQS%P.~&:CL% St~v~dr .an (310~9 33sibzxi~1~nt P-LC Z;'ae samdron t*as 83~1% 
n 

to C ~ d v t  t o  stri::~ ::l the e z = ~ ~ s  Aegean sMy&+211;.~ The ?-33 ~ o l g  

a,?crated for only few ci,vs, 6-9 Cctober, before ret;min:; $6 Funisis; 

ool;vo;'s, mci s l ~ o t  d o ~ z  17 enolr;. p l  c n ~ s ,  dl. of thr jn &win,- one .dssion. 4 

d fiml raf a IUS ;:de on Carz-lca 03 the 4tn when 3-25's hit  3l;astia 

har tar  r8it;i  53 tons. I'D furt3cr at.tzdrs '"rere nezessxxy, for af ter  the 
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4th tho ,U20er held tho estfre i;t,-~aa. 

2 r o o c o 1 . ~  t ~ e  uatstrrai5nr .bsslon of tho me:; was Ghzt f l ~ m   pinat at 

: i f e n ~ r  :'~iretaat ao'athvfast of Viema, on 1 Oct~3er. 5be origim:! plan 

called for fo-tn g r o q s  of %171s t o  zttac': ffzhter d r c r d t  pl<ntc,  ~t 

. iu jsb .x~ rab five g o q a  of 3-24? t.t; r,'*ttad= ?lrmts .%t ' 3 m s ~  l'euatedt. 

Tho 2- lr 's  cxUd not 10c:tte .;usmn?g 'be~, - ,~aw of n s ~ l i a  avercest; 

ac.~orfilnt;Ly, m ~ q r  bf them attac::& a l temt5vs  trtrgets sat GunSelfin~en 

ISer..~cr) m d  Ira50 md 3319gn.z (Ital::), m d  a feu others ba31beii trans- 

7 3 x t s  C B ~  baxses bet.reen Corsicni (tn.3 =be. Fne r;-2G1 s sue~ceded in 

10c*~tZng Yiezer Yeustadt ~n3 dra:~peb 137 ton2 of bsabs in the tweet 

;:Tea, Lm: &n;: a lwge assexlblg &o: in tho zirfrme war!:s a d  scoring 

nits on one side 432 the Senr,&el had. Steyr-bihnl.er works. S ~ O ~ ~ S S  areas, 

n b r z ,  ms;. near-5~ ~ a 1 l . i . ~  line?;. Goth Mfssioas EST). into vicious 

f Zghter* og13ai;j,tion. The Zortresso~ rrera z t t d : e &  ova2 the Le&mn- 

2antedera area b;r Eil t o  63 firciWt, D u t  zdth the :-ieQs o f  escortirig 

F-33 1 s e i d ~ t  enmy 3 1 e ~ e s  ;$ere des%roaetZ md five pra5;bly* dest ro;*e& for 

the loss of t:ro 2-17I.r nhab aorm ,and o l e  r;llssLne. The 3-24's raa Lnt9 

svea fiercer ol>,3osftion fro3 r=kioa% 60 fl&tcrs, soze of whicn had 37-mz. 

c m o n  in theis  LAWS anfi others of which lobbsl: r o a : ~ e t - t ~ e  shells  int:, 

Q 
%he box'bcr fo-iX,tian r d t i l  cons%derc~bible acrm:e:=, Fourteen of the 

Liber:~toxs {$err3 s w t  Corm, .ma 52 wore dttclTgea bp fldz. 3 a 1 ~  losses 

vcre undetoruf ns8 bu+ acparontly itfd not s q d ,  the Libsrats~ Iosses, 5 

& m. Tactfctl ,"Liz- Force alto e ~ j o ~ e a  n good rtcck. 
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a l l  rotl&s in X T O ~ ~  of th Y ghth ;~?~?y; A-36 5 and P-4r3 s bom%e& 

str.ifeb b r i d ~ e s  , t o m s ,  jmctionn, , euen:. y s i t i o n s ,  zn& :4/";Ca2d of the 

Yifth in b ~ t i l  sectors rhu%arb xissiana vm;. flalm against enmx 

troaps , trszins , and rottie transprtstf on; ?ad the  US-^^ defensive f i g j ~ t a r  

natjtols \$Ere n o r m  over lot2 maies ,  ns veXL n R  t ze  hl.erno sact3r, the 

::ap2e3 Z X ~ Y ,  -ad cround %mctfi. S O ~ I ~  2,603 svr t l e~r  were f l o m ,  -?xoud 

490 a o t o r  trwnorts >:ere destroyed nnd 3C0 &?rz-.€ed, 8 f ra ins  were stlot 

U-J, 2nd 23 ency nl..,ncs war0 Eostroxed. 
6 

?12'e no& l i~ t a r t an t  job clurfng the woe': ~ T Z B  t o  assist tho 2i&Vn 

Am;r in holGAag a sarics-, of k%r& Ger x m  c ~ t u ~ t e ~ a t t n e ~ ~ ~  s,dnat the 

'I'ex-nqli bri&~ehead, mi& h d  been est3bl ided on the 3d when the Sritlsh 

r~aaed. Commdos in t o m .  Yha tvo  most cxitfcnl k y s  !rere tho 5th 

.tna B%h. Cn the foraer h p  Sr3f%f5fire:: rtnb P-43'~ f l e w  459 s o ~ t i e s  over 

the Zi&tb hq.- bzttle crea, attz:Ctinz eneaj- ran& movemeats alors Zseraia 

fad destrofing 89 vehicles m6 hw.&ng 7 , a s n s  direct-sl;r.+ort ~issicns 

.or the @om& tr039s at Tor.:io21r 2nd p a t r ~ l l i n g  the boiab l i ae  a d  the 

".?er~ol,i sector. O?n the 6th 3;Z flerr dmst £00 sorties. &em:z m o w -  

zent in the Tcmol-i q x o ~  ?add ~ T O D  I S C J ~ I B  to Criieti WZS &ttncI.:?d and. &L 

vehSclas wora dantrayed :id 113 &;~;t~f;aa, Cn %he '?MI mrb 8t2 ,  in ~ 5 t e  * of zoo? fl;ial; t ~ e ~ t b s r ,  the ilghters m8 fizhtcr-boa5er~: continxed t3 

I j l t  trms--~rt m a .  to a ro too t  the 2 i c ~ t n  fro3 zir raids. On the Et'a ,  

the crisis past  ;ull the men;- -:~3rl~*~~,,lZn,-, ?-43 1 r: %on$& 

Pscaye ro'ate throusY P~Jntrt ,mb atta&:sd g m  gosf tions. 
7 

Zwiuf"tl?a 2~r:.133,1 q i s ~ i l ~ t  the Zuftwz.ffe nlae onl;: a f attacks. 

- 
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QOE~ rwson f o ~  this  la&: 02 aeb i i6 t r  va4 tb.t on the ?ra ZY? PJiO1s h a  

flor,n f o ~  nlssions aminst the Feccaxr lzndint: flound., 8estro;dng TO 

eneay ~Lrcr r i t  md &magi% a. :ietunlly, the GAY s3owod l i t t l e  s i g -  

of acsivit:~ ranmere uver th2 ftz'lian frost. SeverzL things accau11tcd 

a f o r  this  condit2sn. 2ha entire Ger:m boaber force ha2 been ngvsd i n t o  

t h ~  Po Vtdler 3ecr;use of s shortage o f  b o ~ i ~ e r c  :ail loeczuse of the serious 

losses suqtalne8 in a l i e &  attac:;s on airfieields. The greater zart o f  

the f i p t e r  farce wns loclteil  between E-one and Pis to ia  and in ths Legborn- 

a e z i u  area, but units in need of refitting--2nd. there were uzng'--nad 

oeen e i f t e d  t o  north~rn Italy, co~f l e t e ly  071% of range of $30 battle 

zona, so t k t  ~ n l x  a f e w  fi;$ters were left to supzart Eessalr3ng. In 

aaCA.tiotl, the CAT w a s  s -&fer in~  fx0n a shorts* of crews, ths standard 

of i t s  crews waa 2 0 : ~ ,  and a defeat is t  attitude e-rfstoil anong m3n:r of them. 

Zindlg ,  LJlied bo2btngs in northern Gerzmq~ (bS7 heavies fro2 tba  TL) 

had lorced the Bermme t o  shi2t thc i r  ini!ustria~ t o  southern Gers-uy ~ n d  

-1ustri3; the ~ o v o  docfed prcductioa cut dot= on s ~ p l f e s  needed b;- 

the &2 in Italy. As a rearrl t  , tke L e t w a f f e  on She amin~ul-% l-rckcd 

t i r e s ,  en,dnes, zna fuel: I m t h e ~ o r e ,  ..\llf ed bombings k d  cxdeod n 

s h o r t ~ ~ r e  of grourtB egilfpment an af rf %elfis, 
9 

The CAE':: ahoreage of f i g k t a r s  &awed IJ?") dalensivelr as well as 

offemiva1;y. Allied hecviss ,utd ~ a h t i w s  usuiz~lp net  no opysit ton,  a- 

thoqi-& L few TJISSPOILB w e ~ ~  attstd:ed aggre~si~el~ over n~rthexa I t a ly  and 

o ~ o s  Greece. mis :!as due t o  the T%ct t n ~ t  the Tuftr.lzffe did not hiwe 

enough fi,fnters t o  neet all atfadzs rrnd so m s  yidcing l t 4  S ~ O ~ B .  

idlied ~ i g h t  fi&ters n e t  no op-asitfm, a 5  rcc~m~issance  plrsnss 
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enzoulatered very little. 
10 

1x1 q l t e  of the G.iFgs limited operations 1.2A3 eLia5nated a large 

n-m-~er of eneay planes Gmix the first wee'r: of Ccbbber. In the AT 54 

Vera destroped, 9 nro~nbly  destroyed, ;an6 21 &rmii.gsd; on the ground 22 

were destroysd, 13 prob~klg  destrcayed, ma 15 cbwttged. Three of t m s e  

destroyesi In tho a i ~  were mot 607~11 3p FA2 ?$lots nenr Orm vrhea the 

L u f t r x i f i e  nade f ts f i ~ a t  mador attack on an iillied coavoy since :Lu,Ca3t. 

3- socond ra id  on sfi22iat: m s  nzde i!urlng the wee'<, thfs time o f f  C5ye 

Sene5 (between Qrm fi&srs). me bo;;rber.; c.+me fro;. the I s t ~ e s -  

;;onk2ellier area in southern Zrznce. ITeith~r raiL cliliri hear.- Cax?.ge, 

only 03e d3P:') bein:: sunk. 11 

Puri3g the wee'r the Allied occqxtion oz" Gor~ica rms coq le t ed .  The 

is2mSL had nevsr bean uorth aueh t o  the Germar; as an &r %ass because 

Sardinitt IBG closer t~ taxset4 10. :;si'th A f r i c a  a& 52cily- and t o  cartvoys 

r ~ o v i n ~  thr~,~g$ LLe csa%ral :iedi terraman. Co~sea~uantly, t ~ o  O : !  fir d uses 

zoathem 3 a n c e  t o  I td;?~  or returnin;: fron the land f 1i;hts t3 S f  c i ly  

7 7 .  r * l  rind 1-orLh ~ f r i c a . "  2ut the sound  vil~': & m e  by t'l3 helped .~i. t o  

s e t  u~> bases 32ong the e a s t  coast, a d  Corsiw. s x n  becane extremely 

uaoful, ths s m e  geo6~~1pA.a location v:.1?.& nzd w d s  it of littls val.ae 

t o  *?LEI Cller.?t.wxs n?,:ltin,z ~t of prezt vzlue t o  the h121es for o2eretf ons 

awinst  southern %mce md nor th~xn  T %alp. 

Soon 2fter zhs i s l : l n B  fell, t3e  321;th Sewice G r o q  arrived, sst 

u? AJr~ccfo, ,ma b e g a  servicing $ 1 : ~  U. S. cguqdrcras QP tho 350th 'ighter 

G X O * ~ ,  €34 Fkcnter ;,'ins. Air cctivitlas fro=? the 3.31acF. were l in i t ed .  

b 
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however, until Eecmuer k~hm the 5% Ftghter Group (u. S. ai tdres ,  C S )  

a s : F  ozarating f r o 2  3mgo ;.ad Cdd. 13 

, % c m i d w u -  

By the 9th the Fifth Ar"-y c:aa well estzBli~hed aLo?li; the left 3321'1 

of V o l t ~ m o  a d  tihe Bga tn  wr?a reaiiitr to 6rive to:g&rd tho Crigno. 3ut 

f r o s  t ac 9th t o  the 12th h r n v  rains m a  ex ten r i~e  demctlitf ons so hanpered 

the ,'illiesf a3~cmce tkt the _uraJectea crosnlng of kne Tolturno had t? 

be nosmsned and 3rd l i t t l e  pro,?rasz. cox lb  3 c  m i e  to:!ad t r e  Irign~. 

?he ~enVaer ~k~...r2?lg limited air operz-tians, Cver the eastern battle 

area, ho:#e.rur, D;2 n?lll-~ed t o  ~ c t  i n  Gose lid;- &,pinst encmg movements 

an0 ~JJI gosi tiant.. Fig& ex-oon5ers ozerat ed hetvesn rernoli m B  Pesc2.z-a , 

de8tro:dnf: sovexzl Icroosotives mc? r~A1npar trac:~s an& a nm%er of ro::d 

ve~lialec and shooting gm positions, 52it f i res continnrd. t 9  pztr01 

the bozo l in9 and the leruoli grm, S L L ~ L ~  gro-rp9 03 321t i rmxe~ bon'bed 

~w g o z i t l o n a  in tue b3t t l e  axre a d  roaas at Taste. sexy sZrcraft 

were &ill, offerin;; alzost no o~posftion, onlr  one caulst occurring; each 

s ide  l o s t  one plrme, 

Strategic ' s o~erationz; agcinst I talian targets were confined f CI t tro 

att3cl:s on razds in t h o  re= of ti;a enerirp forces facing the FPfth ~ ~ 3 9 ,  

.;e31inL$oas Mtt ing  ?op.-Ui~ K ~ E !  4erraclna rr i  th  117 tons. 2ac.l;f cal  s 

bonb?rs were L I ~ X O  active, s n a ~ l  groups of 3-25's baribinq rands m d  junc- 

t ions 8% 7=lir?3l0 t;nC FieUyonte an& 0rmp eanc~nt r ,%t ian~ at Cnssino md 

- l~!oadr~so~s at ni+t, m d  h i t t i ~ g  i ;~3.  porition~ ~ZPLSZX =i,y~~tr(rc~, h~t3ra10, 

a d  C q u = i ,  by day, :bile A-23 of 3cn;;ie. Sef exrive 
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patrols were carrled out as usad.. 5he onZg coakat  too7< placs witezl 

~ a P l r o l l i  ng E?i tfires interce!>ts& 10 :5e-lOcJ ' s north of Yit ' ,51~~,  graba*~ly 

destro:dng one 113 thou* loss  t o  t;ense2~es. 

Strate~ic mile up for its Xinitad operations over Italy by h i t t ins  

k r d  at nixc?rones in G~ceec,  Crete, ;ad Fkodas. Lnrissa, . izgos, &lonfka/ 

Sedes , end .4'khens/Xleuds in Greece; Zkritza mil Calato on Phodes; a d  

H e r ~ k T b n  on Crete were oomoed on the Ctk 1;. 2-17'5, 8 - 2 4 ' s  and 3-25's, 

;Lrolrud 410 tons of Q'F an& 3,5r?II frags %:@TP &o?pr2, 1XIL6 good r s ~ u l t e .  

2-ZG 1 r accsr;l-cnied. the me6ims, bnt the hezLPles f3.e~ kr3tuou.t; escort. 

Ihen:r gl;tller. offered opl;.asition only over  *-Zbuef~ ~ i l e ~ e  f ive were des- 

tro$-e6, W?, tllovt losf to the .31i!?r. On the  10th ~ t h ~ n a / ? z t o i  t':i:s Ut 

by 60 3-17's bol.ging 112 tors, mA irmus 17 17 circp?ing 51 tonr ,  V M ~ P  

16 F-Zb 1 : bozltad ,rLntin~+chia .I ?;O-&nuf s rumin,- 3i;Bt featured the 

bttaeic: on - L t l ; c ~ c / ~ ~  to%, four eaeq7 planes out of t o  30 bela?, shot 

c ? o ~ x .  I t  ucs be&zrf.~.g to zpgar~r that the G:Z would yui ~3 E better 

&ef rr;sis& f i ,rr.ter effort o v w  Grciece therL ort?s f taly despite an increase 

of fighters in central Xtdy  ,mil Gerrran possession in l l o r t h~ rn  Italy of 

ZTSy ~ o E Z F ? ~  I - !  7Jk3em. 

2ne series of :&lie& attzcka on CrrscS,~ drfkalcls resulted. Zn ex- 

tensive b q g e  to f%e,elds and  inata~l: ; t lons,  mi3. at ~lthms/Tatoi 21 

g2ruzes irere destrarerl. ;in& S d-gad out of t3.3 65 planss present on 

the ~ i rboz le .  

Cn t'ao PI& -,aiL 12th Jtratehdc flow rio uLssions excgzt for one 

at tack 02 the 'dorfu/ &+rl t sa AID c m i e d  out oy 30 2-25' s escorted 3;; 

I 4  1 j-- 
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48 P-531s. Tho f i e l d  tms t e l l  coxtred the 25 tons of ixags which were 

nnloadcd. Pha3.e were no sncaunters. 14 

On ths ni&t of 12/13 October tho Fifth A m y  launched a full-szals 

c t t a ~ k .  alons f t n  entire fxont  fro,^ the Qmrhcnfen Sea t~ belonil the 

jmc%lon of the Volturmo ,and Calore rivers ?nth the oBject o f  crossing 

the Tolturno in force sncl setting 3 Isridce~llacii on the right had:, 

ii~~rliricx~ ~ F O O ~ S  (a Corp3)  an tue ri&"clnn!z net liyited resistmca 

m d  mde goad progees, but in the Cayurt area tho Cezixms rc.')uLsa& tho 3r2in 

-1rit1sh nss,zmt altl~ou* the L 3 f L  ficyli: of 10 C o x p ~  forced a srosring 
> 

be8::een Crsncellrr rsd tho scs ;-ad an azzphibiom eat?-rma around the nonth 

Coma LKcLsianc r g 9 r e  rntfcixnl; gooil prog,,ass, the 3d ,and 34a Being f l m l ~  

ostc'olfKbxl m~oss  tho ~ f v a r  m d  the 45th ( t r h f c h  &.id j u q e d  off  fxon 

abavu tho ' ~cb lors )  h;l;ving drive2 trosl to%:zxd tho V o l t m o  t'cDlleg.. Plro p ~ 
of ths three div is ionc  of 10 Cams also iqere rrcros? $he T o l t - m o  mii the ~ 
fsrthor u? the sivor. Tor tho nsxt ~meIc the T&fth Army alowl? purhed 

oac:r i:easolrfng' r nsz dee5te  b?.& veather, heavy d er3ll t ions,  rufgod 

terr<in,  rail rosiskc-ace o f  :tun,aexalloled fero3it;-,'r mr 37 t5a 236 the 1 
entire l ine of tho 'Jroltwmo mCa. the l a d  w,ss  berind it were f i r z ly  e hem 

1 !3 

It k d  been ernectisd that :'*-t'iTt5 full. etre?lg$h r.?anld be t h ~ ~ r n  1 
:h~;~inst the erizay in direct an6 senldirect loo~peration r d t h  ths crom3 ~ 
asaaulC, rat the con~iawmce o f  oad ~rcztnar s.s 2 i ~ I t ~ ; d  operationn t b~ t  

the s m e r i o r  Allf e9 ,air ~troncth cotlld not O Q  used decisively. 
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 bin^ the critics1 x ~ z r t  of tho Ti2th ~irny's ~&vnnce, tn,.ii is, fro2 

the nisht of 12/18 t o  the night of 14/15, :T&cts pl,mas rrero alnont 
% 

c o q l o t e l y  s t q p e b  by tnc vca%her, tu t  th.;g mars.yd t o  got in a ferr 

a l o ~ : s  nLmins'c co~mn3c,.,tioas in tho re2.r o f  I;ecsol?-ing's linen a d  

against t t 3 ; r ~ e t n  ::itain tne bnttlo zone. Abtac?::s--all on a s-l wale-- 

\?ere delivered i..&nst the Civitcvecch3.n rci lxq br lr ips ,  .Qife16 ( n  

GcrWn stron@old fa tnc yath of Ti Doq?nf r l s t  r"lrull't), fJYle $8359 

2sm.mca road j m c t l o a .  (on rd$~;ar 7 ,  a o o ~ s  C i ~ p u r t ) ,  ropd j~=;atiof18 at 

Xc)xaao ( ~ ) e t m m ~  3 3 8  mil F i e t t ) ,  t h ~  r&I~?ay rad tho: G23plaIIe bass nt 

Ordotello (betwazm Earn nncl Grosseto),  the o r i Q u  anJ rafI*:gy sauth of 

Z:3.zaane (aor%hirezt of &me), rind tho !i/yt s at Pcril2. Pfie herrviest of 

thess ntf2c':a was aL-;tinst f o r d ,  vhero 34 3-17's Groped 503 tons a d  

*;here Lalied ~ O ~ D F T E  ot,*er ftilr met; their first og?osition in almost s? 

wee:: (and the only opposition durlng the gerlod 12/15 t o  14/15), 30 t o  

40 enenq- f l@terc  at%-.eking =d losing two plmes t&d3e skooting down 

ano lortraas. Fh5a scsrlas a f  ~.ttacks on lines of co:a~&cr~tiau wr.5 

Tclti:,-ortxs of r:~eticol. Xn nihciftlon, IS :&-@Ot s czrricd out amst2 recsn- 

TacticzZ ~ i r ~ ~ i o n r  o.&+Einet t m g ~ t s  in tilo h:r,ttle are2 uere florin bg. 
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mall z c s l a ,  not; narc tkan 105 sorties befr:, f lmm.  

- +JdSts & c t i v i t i e c  riexa ~bouf: hrf re~ tr i c t ed  b;*- the ?ce&tl;~r in the 

3cnt11 Lrn.~.' s c c t ~  an tbor trcrcl o ~ a x  the. Zifth A m y  front,  Str~.te@c 
I 

atttcdzcd the G d l f  onow sctuth bridge wi tlt 33 tons thc m i  l v a ~  a d  

ai&var briQca near P o r t o  Szri G.i.isr&,-la aloni. tkra coast rozd nor th  

of P~SCZT:', ~ 5 t h  121 t ~ n ~ .  Y ~ O C G  attad:c vero GecfpeC; t o  hlool: the 

~ ~ c o n a - F e c c z r ~ - ? o g ~ $ a  Ifne of c a ~ o w x i  c t f  on, tM2: being the ramy 1 s on3.x 

~ r i ~ x a y  l l nn  of s ~ i ~ ~ l i e w  on $3-c a b e t  escst. :rF~rfia~Ais ad. 2 i t t j ' k ~ : k ~  

boz~bcd osd ~ t r ~ . f a d  t r ~ . i n s  north of Fe~czra,  destro>-ln~: flu'e 1ocooot;ives 

ve%iclea, PX"s fii'jterl: p t r o l l e d  3 r a ~  Ter;r;3ll t o  '&st0 md north of 

%ha bo& l ine  :tftfrout incident. 

Sn ai.iif.tisn t o  suF-;artini the  Ff f t S i  mit ?i&th &zdt?a, ca,rr ied 

out two attnckr d;urin~ tho pertad r,;ainst tho CAT In Greece cat2 fhc Le~cxn.  

Xwir,~ the tuo  3 2 ~ ~  the G.52 ~ustereB sore offen*i~~ activitr %htuz 

usual. Cn the ni,~&t of tnc lZ4h m osti:ir.tcd 23 Ju-88'6 IIc-2113's 

c t  the uwu&llg lo; a l t i t d e  of 2,6.00 Teot. hi t i e  13th f i~~h t e r -  

oodocrs wera activo ovor the Fifth 2;rll:r front. T h i p  F ~ S  preli&nr,ry 

t o  the b e ~ 6 e s t  G-T fichter-koriber operations sinco tho first week of 

.'IV~~LIJI~EIB, aromtl 75 sorties befnc f i o ~ m  on the 15th a d  equal amaver 

on the 16th, These rai6s vere n d n ~ E  bridges and other commicstfone 
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aro.cma Czic2zz0, above C a ~ m ,  mcl in the uzper Voltnrna VdLley. On tkrt 

t ~ t a  d ~ y s  S-zitf i~es destroyeii 11 of the ra,t$-er~, an& rh.rz?@. 8 .  ~dthout 

n i n ~  on tho 17tl, so rodwe& the enczqis efforts fb.t for tLc next we& 

J .%EL Octciba 

n & -. F ~ e n  tho lCth txra.rl& the 22d tho  A u t h r ~  con- 

t~nucd t o  l i x i t  K-UZm's ~ c t i d t % e ~ .  I'OI~CVOT, on t ~ e  LEtn t a d  16th, wM1e 

tho Fif th  B r q  t x s  c ~ n s o l x ~ t i n g  its T ~ l t u m o  *orlc~i;&e&dc, thn weather 

\;as Fore faverrc.ble for fichter a318 fiater-5oxber operations %b,n it 

been 021 the ~ X G V ~ Q U S  t1:0 h a - c  =a A - 3 ~  s y ~ t  in n t~ta of ~ E O S ~  150 

sorties, I-dtting the r:.il~m.;- ynrilc, at S$nx;tllfsc, bxdldiags and vc-Ucles 

:. t G c t i t m a ,  a d  xbabEs north of Canc*Uo, tfest' ,wd. nauthcs.-,t of ,Uife, 

north of STeslao, mii southvest of Sor,sz Awmne2,r 217, of these tz;r@ets - 

t T e r E  axon& the hiE;ht;hg6 lcc9rirrg fro= Eone i n to  tho Trolturno area, Cn 

the ZBth, Ciaterm airfield m a  strafed. Ca the saue b y  2iZts Z S & ~ S  

(: .t l fo~e ni GEL ons dl1 krd %oen ~ b o r t i  TO on the 15th) s ~ c c o s c f i l l y  attacked 

Casstzzo) on& the rods  nt Tafr;?x10, :hfle .%-go 'rs also struck a+ tho 

d o  a .  In dl.3 thc acdiws f l e : ~  5b sorties ; a d  tke li&t bodsere 

36, 2ontons ed&d 16   or tics in ni&t attnd:~ on rar.6 nnc rcL3. junctions 

uetwoen hane paQ tLc! 3Et l z  boa3 linn. 

T r g ~  the 17th throvja tho 2Qth EL41 @ ~ r i f ; j . I 3 ~ P &  t o  batter roads, r o i l  

l r Ilnec, mii torns in tke area imcr3iretely north of tne Fifth  -7. -.pap 

- -a-  
,\$- T7=- Tflm * 

A-'i . - ~- " - 1 h d  - . I..-.. - ~ m - F z e 2  VJ 
- 
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8E6Z LO3 MWI Pa!J!ssel3aa 39Wd Sl H l  

p m  ' L ) ' C O Z X ~ ~ ~  o 'oa;mqa~:: JtoTaq orxul@gzut3 aqq aaao e3~j;rq oqq ' G T ~ S E G ~  

30 q.;l.r-os sespyaq g a o a r ~ ~ x  ,"arq~r,q 6q uafy;aynnmob $0 sonpt vsapZ7a 

qsojja S,KBF uqq aq ppya s ,  22-;r ~'lr, * w c q  aqq 30 qq.tsa ~9mb: 

Z:.UA~~%X a45 rry s a a u  p&ps;?qs ptn pzox arum aqq qpi  W O " Q ~ - I T ~ - ~ E :  rd pm 

'mkoq oqt prd  y?oxr~ca w o q a q  c a m  9LV.QAfl u cqu~ sqzca 'SI-OOT x TL, 
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also 15.~9% Swtlzer af ie ld bet:?eea the 17th a d  %d, hittin,- the  

n -  I'le it-Z;G1s ~ k f c n  osr lc i i  out there a s ~ i o n s  dortrojred. aoae 39 

enmy plt7nos on t h ~  &~oua& mb &rz?,~etl o%her~. Zit tjfu.ac::s baa31.b 

PIunneL couthenst of X s ~ r n i &  :?hi& l?:is ~ i l?yc$ed  0s i w b ~ r l n g  ;t r~~i2t.ay 

P w  

Tzt G f i&t~rs fXetr pt roJ .8  over ths battle area,  carried out 

t z c t i a ~  r c c ~ ~ i s n a s l c a ,  ar t3 .11~~~ q>at+,&n~, sad escort and fighter- 

sarcep nissions . an9 nroddod ewer f o r  ehiplin2 do%: t h o  coast. A - X i s  

to thosea fa tho %.reaturn seetor. 3ootc)ns bor=bad x : ~ i l - ~ c l p ,  trains, bridsza 

alont; t ho  c o m t  ra:,d, wikb pzrtic:flm e.i$asis being :->id t o  t ze"~~23 CYD~XLG 

P O C ~ ~ , ~ ; A ,  ?asto, GU;t@tP, a d  Gasti&lone, the object belag t o  Fnterrupt 

Zesaelringls oar i ~ u i l  S U L Q ~ ~  l ine in60 Ghe easterrnost of the battle 

18 
Other ;:i:rkrutjks md 3 t t j - h . 2 : ~  ~ ~ c r n t o . 3  over t b r  4 L ~ 5 r i . ~ t S ~ ,  t rying t o  

I m t e r r q t  Ge-n ciiS9yin~ t3 It:U:;, Gzecce, a18 Tut;os3zviz~, As e m - ~ ~ l e c  

i~ittiszz uerokat vsesels ncrrrr Q l f t  an& in the Led=lls Camel; an& 
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73tt@x?-&e treat for p a  nso i t lonc  ?ail tsoo? csncmfru2lionr: ,sad, ~ 5 t h  

23itfiire3, flex; cmer Tola plcacr of Ti? and. patr22lcd tho bat t le  :srea 

so effectively that Te:r enmy ~l t tnes  r:ero to be seen. 
19 

Cns of *htl uost intarentint; o:aerntions \?hi& orl&nste& fron the 

e s ~ t  c ~ ) a s t  t9.3:: pJlws on the 16th ihea P-35 s of tibe 82d S i 9 t e r  G r o q  

;?en% on a r&esion t~ ~VO-BOEIII  ~erdnnt  ves~als 5n the Lev:xicas Cktmsl. 

uke Li~rltlrlngs wcro escorted ba Italisn pilots  flz-in; I&~cn%-225~s. Fnis 

;<as tac first kc;c3i*icm rIi#t to 'us ogcorfod by Gerzoors of the I-A2. %e 

I taliasls l=srB been tminbs  for o~ox&tions witi3. ~ k G  since shortla e,f t c r  

the surrender of ItaZy, but thcir actual particiyation in the air war 

a&asb %heir forner all ies  had had t o  await an f t a l i ~ ~ n  deelarntfon of 

on Gemw (vih3.ch tax on 13 Octoecr) as  all as ectlcrn Q: GI?;. 

2x17 fn tcto~cr ylms for tho evlo:?.ctnt of thc wre workoc?. oaf, 

~"L33~ &actding t h t  r o r c  five s ~ ~ , & o n ~  of fighter;. , one of bon%era, one 

of torpedo boubern, t i m  of ser+ylcnos, and I u Z f  a rqwJx~n of ric~m9.in- 

same c3rcrcf.T; i;cre to be ttnu~a t o  the n f d m t ,  with noat of tkeFr opera- 

t i o n ~  t o  be in s t i ~ o r t  of tke Ttflfm r.ri~?O. f a r c ~ s  352 tkc 3 ~ 1 : ~  r:"@rlot 

J'OTCOC', sf: COWICTS, b"&& TOT rdr-cca re-cca. me s~rvicing of vlmes of 

tho 3;s {cad of sane fJlittd. a i ~ c m f k )  1tr.s t o  bc done by I.42 ~ ~ ~ f , ~ ~ i ~ l i s t s .  *% 

Mtsr %Uw iaZticP nisai~n 75th the USL'Z the continued t o  

~garztte .td%h XI-'LG' (cacl l:&cr :L.t'Z) wtiP the-cnd of the tz~,r. Its porn4 

-preolzner, amp of I&OU .rrera pecirsllcte:  fro^ tho 018 ;i.cgL;ic Aera~?*-~utIco, 

. - 3jrorca t o  bs e ~ c c i e t l l g  mlmbl~  t o  -&a. 

%Ire, actt~ltf es of Eactfe~1,l thr-1 rnx,?;infng p m t  of Gctuhsr 
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an& 2~~1. t i rarcs  cttrdzeti etro~g-pointf, bridges, ::/T. stores, dmys, gun 

~ ~ o s i t i a n c ,  trac?s, ,md XGL;~O, and s e t  IQ rozd b l c d x ;  &Ztls borj%ed ~ m d  

strcZail. I.ll:hy:~yc, mll: r:-c,, briC;lber, rr.i:io raGi ~.;e:tthr stotlons, gun en- 

h i t  g i  oml~,cer.t.nts, rz91~.'?$s, roeda m 7  r0p.a j u t 3  tnz ,  briCgcs, s d  

trr;l'fic: Z i t t ~ m - ~ h ,  'brFzi~fsc, 2IliL S?itffres rzttm!-zed II/T, locat~otives, 

CE dr.jTa %GO :fs3atLor IK,E so bat tkd LG"s ylrncc were not a3le 

at lcczst a Ccr: blare c C ~ r ; I ~ a t  thc sror*?. .'ad a% all t1zes they vere 

xantere uf t h o  d r  ox-ex the 'llrattle soner. 31 

Iacticc4l': ope1:a%ioxro against co~tunict=tionr \:em restr icted to 

t a r ~ ~ t o  in the ;sea south of a l i n e  rwminc: co,y~ro,drzcrtely frot, 2onc t:, 

thc northeast. ri7113.s %.x i n  e c c o r b c e  1~2th th.7 Cazzmder-in-Cnfef's 

i ng  baa,-ats :f;lt& c o d d  be hit fg;; 23?, thur aL1o1d.n~ 23," to fu1f5L3 its 
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" >-/ - 

v ~ d m  ofA Cctober fcZJ into tro tlnc-&ridon?, Brazi tho 15th t h r o w  

thc PZd i t  c,~crt;tcd r,-.in-t 15 nen of con~r;anicc t ic& (nlxocf , ~ t o ~ ~ i i h o r  

rr,il;q- Zinrr ) in central Xtr&., r c~ in r  t c o ~ ~ r x m i c ~ . t i c n ~  an6 rxi-rckaoes 

in E ~ P C G F  :md the 2 ~ , 1 1 ~ ~ n r ,  =if ~l=,lnc,t  tke GA3 fl;.btnr force, princi2:.all;l 

in tilo Ij~~ao me:,. FXC~LI the 32d thron* t19 e ~ &  of the rontb it c o n t i m d  

these t h e c  t : ,~es  OF epcr~tfons,  but nost of i t s  xfsafons iqcra c ~ : d n ~ . t  ' 

comw%c-.tieno in Itzl::. Zlirou$~out thp entlro perfod of 152.1 Oc?;ober 

?.IT .s:,-es a r e  cctire t b  it h d  been Curing the Zirct h1f of the ~ , : o a % h . ~  

Cycrati one ng:.Pnst coi .~dcr, t ; iom in centrr ~l an0 ror thcrn I t,z?,~- Irere 

-iirlnci>c;llg a;v.iloet c, . p o q  of uridsec in the gcnera1. area between 

Grcbsmto near tBc vast c a r ~ ~ t  zad the curen sonth of ~ C O I C O ,  on *E e ~ e t  

cor~ct. Parins thr i'irst mnth 09 the Italian ccqaf ,sl hied folloved 

the oltl mii lazg-fcn polic;. of c~ntin?;rl lx bo~%inf; kc:. = ~ ~ l l L n ~  ~c,xda 

.nereonnel oa rail, :yoif, I ~ M ~ C T ~ ~ ,  t h t  ~;tcthob of interdfction &Id not 

Ep,Poar t o  be ths roet 10@ca7_ ~ g z t ~ r i ,  It 1,dnE eatirstcii  thcct ti;e purela 

: d l 2  tztry noebn sf tae encrry caul2 be s~xaflicd bZ: c?;out 5 per s~tn'; of 

the n o w J .  rxL1 trcfplc  fro^ ceatrckl Italy Etrd tbs Fc Tclley Into the 

wrsttlr, area; ttccorcito&p, t o  reacce drr ~t3.~&11~ tlie enezxzs f l o ~ r  of 

rein'3rcczcnts zzrl scgy13.e~ it TL:ss essentizl, t o  cat BS may rEt4_1:cay 

line:: cl,w nocsible, t o  cut thcr.1 aa nrcrly s i ~ ~ t r ~ r . a s ; r l  ac p a s ~ i r l a ,  

- A  -.!M 
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or nlang a nwlrroa s t r i p  ol ths cozct,  r?9& iri eitlcr case the;. ra t h r o w  

narrolr dcfl les ,  srosscd trmsverse ctreri~s on 'bririges, rm along @ i ~ z  

~5d.m 02 steey f ~ o l i n e o ,  cmC gassed tkz~ugh tmr~cls. A t  ezCh EUIAI 

0 
go'int the linen were mhasable  t o ,  an< rd&t ead ly  be blocked by, 

a c c w ~ ~ t e  bm%ing. In &-&P inntmccs, kn ftct, r. l ine uL&t oe mZsse8 

by c boa% or scA.vo rctt trouLCl bc b1od;ed by a l r ~ d a l i d e  if the b g 3 b ~  

d i ~  neore the track. To3 motbcr thing, thore were mare mrrrr;rllirc 

n fcct tWch m d ~  it zora aff icult  t o  in%erdct t r c a e ~ a r t a t i o n  In tce 

a d  better Jocatcd fox t r 5 ~ s  to tho rcgicrnc a%& a. Zone-Pescarp, l ine 
Z 

tl-1~~1 thoa hqd bccn a x3nt.h earli ex. T ie  3-17 a nad ? 3 - 3  3 still  ere in 

:arc: i n  tho PjoSoi6.a c ~ x c a ,  n w r  k i s ,  b3t :rere gre>ariu.~ t o  aovc t o  

P e o i r o ~ m L u  olrd 7illic5Jm, ~ : I r 6 i n i s ; ~ ~  pad t h i r ,  too .  woro rlthfn renge. 

" 0  2-25'e wrc ccnttered; But sr?.:~ one grol$ ~ @ s  fn l'brth , W r l c ~  (at 

Q u k ) ,  .r:nile t::o rvcre kn Sicily, 2nd one :!a9 on %hc m,in?md 

rst 0rottaclib;r. 0 2  %ha tizo in Sicflr one IIGS filrcs-G* ~ a r l n z  to 2c2n 

P P D ~ ~ P - Z S O ,  I t ~ . l y ,  a d  t h ~  other r:ould nave t o  To&.". Ikin d x r i n ~  the 

Tir st ti€ eyr, of L-~b-emb~r. L%&t b o ~ ~ k  erg mi% fight cr-baz3 er s ,alreaQ: ??ere 

4 4 - 1  e tzblahe6. on Yaa mdnlrail. :;LL-i! G thrca E;roupa of 2-38's mZt one g r a y  

of 3'-4'~ fi&$¶tax ~ S O Q T ~ S  wart on the ~ a i n l ~ m d ~  ( 3 ~  !fore Ll;csle east-coast 
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of +ha airfields; of the kgZes m d  Foc$bs coqlcxcc TZ& around GroEta:lie 

mii Lctcce, taore q:ore c l r ' ~ 2 . c  srcccl.zo~tionn for 811 o f  the plmec .tihi ei3 

currently nscded to bc based on the af.inTatld. 25 

I t  muld n22csr thst lYLGts decPslon t o  %bra;: large p a %  of 

Stmtsdc 8s opcratSonn i n to  a c c q 2 1 ~ z  ,n.e.inrt the cn~>y's smply s p t  ez-- 

t;n& a~zins.,t brid~es: in gaticulm--\.as in keq,3ne: ~r i th  the tM&dnr 

ourrentl~ ~ ; o i n ~  on in th& nEntla of M@er autnorSMen. ::ear tne en6 of 

the nontb Gcncr~2 :?XT:~~I czbl Ce3crcl Z i ~ c r & o ; ; ~ r  s ~ n e  o$.liisnr: relati r e  

t o  t;hc a=nlapent of boxbers in the Ile&Lterrcnea. It npenred to C-e~eral 

I&r?PaI.1 thct nu& of thc S U C C ' ~ S ~  of the aruio:: in tho  G d s i a a  c ~ n g d ~ n  

lxa boen rlu9 t o  the use of h e : * ~ j  ba="Drr, t o  &lcrmt the enon;yls ~ ~ n t ~ r n  
C 

of c-qpl;i a+ long rcmg wh31.e i~ffing nedilllt bozoerr:  ad snort-rra~s air- 

cr,aft t o  i c o c t r o ~  tinc e n i * ~ ; : ~ ~  f iptcr  force,  i ~ o l ~ ~ c  the battle arm, <andl 

thon sttzck ~ G r ~ n ~ - p o h t b ,  anG t k i b  a sixLlr;r n ~ p l i c c t i o n  of thr zir 

Iorccn en LbnLg r70u2d ~&%cvt: l i im  rerul.tl;. Ec cwgecte& t h t  t h ~  u=.e 

of LUa's hrf,vi.ac s,min!;t Germ slqply lines ontcxin: the Po 7a11~;~- would 

nravont the crier;:: 2ror1 3dldAng up FSG suppl;ing his forcer. ''The cXff.1- 

cult2 of c2osinh all, 9 mil ZTnnr; into t k a  Pol' ~ r a x  a?-$reci,ztci: by C~r.era1 

Ihx&dl .  so ha o ~ ~ ; o c t s d  t ~ a t  Itthe sfnml6:*aecrw d c s t m t i o n  of sevcrzl 

adJaccat b r i 3 , ~ ~ ~  on each 25n~ 'ISU stop trafff c for a long t h e .  f t  

';he actvcrncc of the ~ ~ o u i l i 1  troops c o d a  be eufficierzt1;- sited 105. ~zincrenned 

opcrctiont of sour neiiiun cad l o r e  rrttgod btn"oors m d  f i@ter  ooaberr. 'Ga 

Bp thc tize thin mcamage nrrivod in the  the-~ter 17227's yrog~m of b r i I ; ~ ~ &  

SEr~tsSc stmiea tho c t s ~ a a t  on the 'brii.@s . on the 19t~1,~' ant f o r  
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A4 f i r ~  OP %he ' C W ~ X O  E ~ S B ~ O ~  of the 22d.r 29 

Tram %he 233 throuc+$ .tjkLs c ~ d  of the nonth Slretegic devoted m o ~ t  

of I t s  ~ f s s i a n a  t o  a c~ntiriu~~Zion of the prev%ozs wee'z's alitacks out 

weather was al tern-tely goo6 acrid Be&. 1 t ,~ounded all of wt c bontsers 

on the  27th anib Stn, lin2.r;ed taem t o  o m  :dl;rion 05 the 26th and one 

on the 29thj =d. forcea .a largo n-mbar of d s s i o n c  t o  rekw h t h ~ u t  Lm- 

ins 73a;335ed tho y r i z r j .  tar@ (~Jthgu~11 in s o x  ins f;tmos;l 31% ri%s%ive 

-5az;uta vore Mt) . It ?emittad,  h o r r ~ ~ z r ,  ss-~oriil dayi of f u n  ~:122--~- 

tions. Tarsots :?or3 i n  three ~ r o - i 3 :  those befwzea SrossaZ.3 <xi?. iinc91x3 

:fit& kari bsan tbc fssr:;:;otc8 during tho ?receSas weols, Q ncr B R ~  of 0%- 

n c9u.2~7 of tmgeto  oa tho c a m t  abm8 and below %me, 

In thc first ~ r o ~ ~  of taxgets 3-35! s c ~ 4  3-26' s Mt a e  rxilvay 

Sbo 'brldzcs at ?Wsc inn~  and the ~is&xct z~t T c n i .  At ths Ow:, lattes. 

3 c e p t  for Fi3bsi:: all. -:ere a2onl; tho ccr,z?t of liort11;rcst ItLd;-. Geaza 

*;as 3ttac7:ea t:dce: 'la~r IZ3 3-3.7':~ ~??d& unI,ordcCi S46 Lonc nnl scored lrits 
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m$I. ortin.mcr3 :;or?rrr, ~ U p a  slrad s.z?ll cr d t  3% fhe ,'nsaldo f i t  ti38 woxT::fa, 

cad b-dldiags ,a*, Ehs I=io~c$.o inckrm-nC fL.ot2r~; and br Zl 3-24's 

;rhich a b a a c Q  GO tons m 9  ccared direct  a t e  on fhe 2a521do S~PDZ 21mt, 

ouieint; flros a d  cqlocion?.  Tiia ? i ~ t , o 2 - ~  :!/'ils - ] m e  b3;rcted bg 

:;aLI.in&orr.~, firoa a d  e:.qlosioan, boLng o b s w - ~ x l  oBsem3.tioa sh~tjfn:: 

hi t a  on :m aircrar't bzzsoa%L:r plmt  &%? tho railrr.p-.y Junctf aa. 7Lvaxz%a to32c 

78 tonil fxah 26 2-l'iilr, n i t s  being rccordeil on tur Irgn v~or:cc pa9 :;?re- 

hons3s mil 2Athfn tht! >or% ares. 2 ~ o  att:..&'.;a on Xqcris rsd 2o;.to 

:kui sio Piars on :\ 1.~313. scale, b; scven aarl tl;3 13-17 r, xes-->cctively., 

ZP thL9 seri.;?n of rcdds 23.2 offeoLisrc s~rtica rtgarc f l o - r n  a 9  575 tons o f  

i lo~ibo C P T O ~ > . ~ C ~ .  fho Wrii GO% of fst';cgttts c~risisteii ~f tx3 gorts in $he 

Eona nrea--Cti~i8%\-aci%~ mil ,k~sio. L%e f a r m r  t:az ntt?&ced bg 36 8-25's 

IZIL* ilri33709 3 3  hsnr: az& ?leared 9 tlirect IlLtlz on r&lvr.ys ~ m d  rrarebounep; 

c o q l a t o l p  dsntroycd a l l  kufliii~~,;.; on the nap& iiod:, :aa:. Ut 8@\'05".11. 
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'Irattb :vbiCh C O R ~  iih Gex&ann sl-5 yl-we!: destroyed, f fve pob2bl3- ?cc- 

Sroyeb, aad four d-xx~zeil c~insaner if i l ied losses, an& where the escort- 

ing P-38 1 r w e r ~  :..% tzg-zcJ Bg ,?3 r)nan;17 ?l;mea, rrifb ona i?-38 bein; U eted 

as 3issfng. 

Qhc raau3.t of thnwo zftec':~ on suc3ly routes k~:a a coatigwttion 

 in in st the lfnew a u o ~ e  F-aae 02 tha ZnterdLctim ;hick had bee3 created 

br the at tsc2~ fro3 tns 15th thrm& the 2Bd, ma ~ n . ~ t e i l ~ i r n  of th9 

interdiction tio inc1-rJe tho ~ o s t  dhcct  l ine  ~ s '  c ~ o  ;mlodtion fres Eone 

t a  %ha imortrat in2wstrln2 cenfers of norlavest Itzly a d  t o  eouinern 

?rmco. Inciden%:G.ly, %Be bon%%ngs ~r9uild. G m ~ n  and f ~ c r h  h e l ~ e d  t o  

create in tiha r;?fnRs of tho Germ13 a C C ~ C H ~ ~ P  id&& v3-flfl a l ~ ~ g s  b~ 

praseat, Corm t o  the 7ery end of the Itnli,m &m&iga: t'mt the ,512135 

~mfld Iamch m :-t$i3~hibfoxs o n e ~ ~ - l ; l o n  a g ~ f  nct the area batxeen Xa Q o d a  
" 

md 1 q -8rf a. 

' s  second T;EJ~T" r.ctidf;g 0idd.6e of the tlattle axen dnrinz t i e  

last t ; s ~  r;e&s of Octo'ncr con.rl~tcil of c~atsr-air-form q n ~ r i ~ t i  ono. 

Phage ;vere diroets.l sz %inn$ the field:: in tho ceror>v. do.2nj.fr of F ~ a e  

md r;rrc rPeaip~o3 e i Y ~ ~ r  t o  sn~s5. tho 3-42 fighBer farces which wsrc o~or%trt- 

l ~ g  both off encireljr an8 bef ena-lrols- f ran banes i n  %I:*.% me:> or  t o  force 

tlzczi t~ withdr&2i~~ fzrtll%r norti5 firit 2czst 3s far as the Grosseta c9s:les) • trhere the- i;guld poz't P U C ~  less of a uroulea t o  th.z Allied a o m d  &m9 

air forces. 

Turtnra, rmd C-ddonin onoo, A l l  of tho f i e lds  were sfngle-mginirt fighter 

- bases, the C-ddoaEa f i e ld  only r e ~ e ~ % l : . ~  k;t.fn,- b c a u ~  f ~ ~ o r t m t r .  &e 
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~ ~ O I . P  a d  d = g ~ t  490 tons of 33ribs dr~g2ea. ,kro-;~nd 40 e n s F  airoraft 

irerc dostrogcd on the &rowJ3 cia& severL-d wexo &a-*ged, th9 f ie lds  were 

1r03.1 goztLoled, md a nmbsr of inctctllations were mashed or b-med. 

The l a a t  of fhf B S Q ~ C S  of attcclzs T Y ~ Q  x d o  on the n i & S  of 3/.?4 

CcLU03cr. There t.ma t h m  n bxca":: in Strcteeict bo~abirr,;. of airf ie lds  

until the nZ&t 0% 23/37,, h e n  2'7 Ye1lfnl:tons atti:=::traa t;'ac Jr-2-$8 base 

r t t  Perqfa, about h r t l f : ~ : ~  hatt:sax bee znd Zlorencs. 

The caur+JerYd.s-form ofierntions of tho heat*ss ma zezllma :ime 

s-a~~lezenteb b~ r l ld r  ocmbmtl.,t;eb b,a 1213%'~ of :$%T S ~ l ? ~ a r t  k r ~ 3 . d .  

11 Larquizli~ A/D i ' ~ t d  A ne,~r-b:- l a d i n s  grou115 (z/G) ~ e r 3  ~~ttn8:ed on the 

19th, L/G' 8 nsax ~~erya?e~sJ.eat on thrs 24th, l.irquiniz c ~ a i n  on Yha 25th. 

cad an L/C r;~nO of 5utL.f on the 28th. S ~ ~ t , l ~ r ~ s c a l a  b3eiDing mtl strafins 

sttsc!:~ vrcro milo on the 23th efsinat fields near Oivita Oastellnra, 

Ce~-~cter i ,  ~arquin%;?. md Titerbo, d l  oP  hi& rrere in the Eome mea.  

In a l l  of ths ~ & d s  19 exttzi:~ .r?lmor, vere ale?.I=ed as dostso;red a d  st 

l o n a t  15 ES O-~z2god, .7ACditik9mZ lT.?.!2r*G atti L$:Q on nirfields WSFQ 1~38e 

33.' .b20t -,rihich hit ftqlds at Cscafno mi! _:@la. 

Strate,dcle t u r d  mjor &~a7p of aperati~ns &min~.ths Z A B ~  k7-f 

of the n3nt-h \.-as riirscte9 ~gdi=rst  the 2a&&s .m5 Greece. Zrox the 15bh 

t h r o - i  tha 236, Iiaei: of coy-wScztions i n  thi. L ~ X I I ~  reced-;ed the 
i 

1 

rt;sJor atten3San. 11~."rJeet d t  t m  S;oplje--a key point in YU,FJS~~TL~~ on 

%he 2*ish-S1onli:o r . ~ ' ~ i b r r t ~  a& fhs control. polnk for trrxfflc fro3 

Tu;oslmd.:t t o  Greeot3--:.rLi.& wrhc af tz~c"ar=d ' o ~  bozhers cLnd fipls5er-%onbers 

0x1 tho 19th a d  5:. P-38 fi;ghter-'Bonbors on the 31at. B e  attad: on the 
31 

38th rrts tao first U3XJ effort a;;aialt a Pugoclstui:a +&r.;eL. Ia 
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the tsr3 raTds 36 J-25ts ma 44 P-3btc partiei~rtted in 8hs bmbZng, 
L 

draping 45 t o m ,  rihilc zmther 2C P-33's strafed, In the bo;lbing a t t x 2  

21 direct hits rrero ccgreit on tho :I/Yta, lemin; ~$1 but 1 t r ~ c l r  us- 

s shcez%la  rana destroying a locozn-bLvas, 7 !T/T, ira3 1 r e c a ~ i s n a n ~ o  

c m  ca& ckx?.~;in~ 10 ::!T m9 se~eral loccz&9tiv%s znd cars. Xn tho strzf- 

ins attack "13 ou% of 44 Locolnotives 7rasent f n tho ;rii.rds Irere reprted 
E 

d e n t r a ~ d  or b 2 2 ~ ; o d i .  On t h o  32th the !!/TI, nerc attzc!rcd by 36 

3-25's, with fi~btcar escort; 44 tons :rere d r o ~ ~ e t l ,  cnttfng the main 

3 . h ~ ~  t o  3elnado aaii SofLa at rriclzly painks and autting may direat nit  a 

In the ;"p'ariLs. A t  t;>n o m a  t i z e  16 2-38'e dive-bouibed tho rounahowc 

~ 9 t h  faw tnn? m d  left 3.t in f l s ~ s z .  

hi&- the Last 1Q &&-3 of the aoabrl &JIG'S 03erations ~ C P O S S  the 
1 

ikiki~ti~ riexe dirested r.,;afnet d r f i n i d s .  T i ~ t p a i x  3-25's po-mdc9 tho 

.~tht.jns3/3e.m5 L/D 73th 38 t3nc sf frrrss, resuXts 'aging excellent, me 

f ield at Tlrrtraa, idb~aica, T~?,,~,B att~;d:;eb 3:: m~ther 36 2~'-35~rz (which used 

it as LW altcrtate target h'hm ZaxAa~a A/D was fou.r~it t3 be overczst) , 

the 23 fonn or" f r q c  vifiich ~ s o ~ o  dxopped covering the field and deetrsr- 

in;. 12 airoraft. '' Tfi* A/P nt Po&srioa in Y q y  ole-rfa was strafed ly.- 

r~o.und. Tne 3alsnPa/Soles ,mrl Xe,rlpJo/::il:ra ,P*~D'F; each rare bl i tzed 

by 18 3-3S1s, the fielb3 bein€ re11 c o ~ c r s a  m d  11 ea?n;.- planes ?wing 

dest~oyed 8 chC.x~cl an tha *yormd b;: tbe 2,5cS :; 33-13. fragc whim 

wers dL.op?ea. I;he fAnz2 GraecoGzll=m opaxcrtion t i  r o t ' m  ~ i ~ i t  t3 

Tirana 4/0, Ulth i z  ;IZifs banbing o,n& I G  stlrStn:: ? a d  ::it5 b ; m s  cnd 

Bul,ldings boing tk.,orou21y co-rcred, fires started.,  a G  &ror.-,ft e2wb.ged. 

-- - - - - -3 P m T  T&-*w;<g-; 
', 

- . *  ' . 
d- -8 - - 
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In all of t l ~ c  rddn bqroad %!lo ~ d r P a t i c  t h r o  . r r h s  no real. emq?;l 

alr ~ p ~ ~ s i t i l o n ;  ne.?erE'rs@Ies~, in tho nttr:cko Ilr+m 6 %lzro~q$~ 23 October 

on objoot5~~s in Croeco, ,Qbwia, rind- Yugoelotrf,~, the U S M  destro~eif 

131 cne;~ p l m o a  in the n i r  m d  on thc c=ound :ad t h a  P2.T c c c o ~ ~ ~ t z d  

for nn2 tho? 49. 34- 

R at tscl:s ilwing October on 53n3lrzn tsr~zt 2, m& espcial?-r 

thorro on Greg: Legem nlrf ie lds ,  ware l o s s  sox Yac g q o s a  of pro- 

tectf n; t h e  :Jlios fn Itsly t ' a  fox tlkdins the Brrtisn vho ware tr2lnf: 

t o  hold %ha 5elmds of 2,a~;os ad Loroc ( c o i a e d  in aid-fsgtezker) atpinst 

G:2 z"a11.2~ and the thrmt  of C e m a  1933.371~0. Qne gxcrater prt of the 

-'-llierc' cir q e r a t f  aas OTOT C.raocc and ths Be~e-m ;:ere crrrrrieit out bdT 

the 3-24'0 m d  >-%'ti ~?Uch kad bscn brarferred iron !3?;.%h Sriw to 

Cyraaaialcs an6 C r A u t  in order t3 a i d  tue nfr-r.;et?: : 9 ~ d l 9  L o t ;  the opaxa- 

tions inol-~dcd nat only at%?c':s on o%rfieVc but on errr1g ship.pinr: (by 

3-2Src, t5tn c o a t  dA,s:~y?ointincr re3rflts. only one wso,e?. bsins sad= ?ad 

21 & S ~ ~ S C ~ ) .  Plnnec of IIlddle aildad t o  thc cf?orte of the USA"; 

'by PL;griag axmat XU ~.or-t;ies u;calnat e3e-1~  cir2ie2ds 6xxint: the nanta. 

Tk2 nck rsa~ut of tihaall o-~crhttions raa the d o l l r i t l o n  of a l:~rgc n-moer 

of Ij-! P ~ C ~ P S ;  b~ti GY? baxbf n::s c~ntZnazt.8 m;i by the dadla  of :To.rc~ar;r 

t i e  Ger;nn b d  a5s::vLtel m d  td:en boiih Cwos Loroo,, 

Zn zddltion t o  Cie three XI.JE~~ operatlon'~ b:: Strata:$c  win.-^ t'r.1~ 

1a13t kalf of October, t:?a q e c i n l  nfscflsn~~ v:crl; f24;;n. 5ho first vas 

r,,-&nst ';iescr Zeuqkadt on tht3 23h. Six boab l;ro~ps scat 111 3-1719 

,ma 3->ilr; R , ~ ~ s I ;  %hi: target, bElZ it 11~s MMea by lr3/10 C ~ Q U ~ S  $0 that  

01332- 23 Libcrrat3rs of ths 93th ware ably t o  drap t : r l ~ L r  bmba on %ha 
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prlwr;. te;rt;st nnd %hog did eo b~ d e ~ 8  rec1:onfrg. Sideen g2cnarz of 

5nctalletions n t  ~oenT~irtrz r:lth ezcnlll?n% rcm1.t n. The wwatuer %e?t 

v z ~ s  ride by 35 3-1P s , wdch bop~e5L X08 tons, g2-of n : a hec.v:.- conom- 

trat2on-on the vinduct s a d  itc, c'c'pnroccneo car's scaring &roc% n i t c  m 

Br;?,O:s cnc3 wzr-bg roads 8h:-.t left thm ulsemdoec.b!.e, T'acrc wc2e ns 

cnomntcrr; trlta ths GAT. 35 

me rcttvitios of d-lz"s o k t m  ~ J l e a e n t ~  Cain,: tha last half o f  

kSc;?teaaer. C3cratfi Force covere8 convoys, hmted for Looats ,  m'tde 

shippin2 strikes, con4uzted air-ses rescues, and yrot ecta8 re?x i n s t ~ J l , b  

tlons; between the 20th w d  9?th 3.t bsgm over frob ASS the 

39% of prof cctf ns hartors fa r3  o%hcr iactc l l b ? . t i ~ n ~  030n~ the wert c o ~ s t ,  

a EX:: f l m :  2aiZ>- rreomaisr;illrice &scions, soeking out nelr targets ad. 

a e. IP=in&: tlz2 p3ri.trd It-31 Cotohcr the enerr,;*'s 

w k z i  crf$~~lvr.r ttir eZ;F~rt--au%~+i6fs of t h ~  .'.eGc&z--c:%ic on tkrz ni@t of 

S ~ z t t J ~ t i o n o  K , . ~ L %  thc Ccsf mctics of n yosi  tier;, k f  aroma EO 
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Bc-lll'r-, tho radtlarn coping in uliurx111:; Zcv FX+: w r i n ~  t 0 ~ e 3 o c . s  

zsn& rarX~-ccntrslletf %asbn, 2:;~ ships w c r u  hit, but fighf ers a d 6  ,it, 

cffcr2; of the per%oa, a%cu% ZI Jn-8Q1s ;rttcrdrinf;. ?:iples. A vassel was 

se t  sa fi r c r  but othcr;ikre IAcro ~ m s  l i t  blc d i ~ m p  tho eneeg l a s t  

three pl~,noe t o  Z&raufiS&ferc of Tactfc:.l. . x 6  Coacbl  pad ana t o  ,Li fire. 

Gn this r:iid the L u f t x ~ ~ f z ' e  wtri~s, of t i n f o i l  Coaraonlr h o ~ n  ac 

''i:iadarr!' or u&dPd")fn orac?r .to -sot; th? ,tllSccl rck;r control, 

5hc LtS's fir-C~t;cr-bo~Ior ccttlr;i t i c  s s ~ e r  tho ba t t l e  rf~xea, ;hich 

Seen ~d grcctor t h  uw1 dlxring the park05 12-15 C'c%o%c~ :.Mle the 

Tii'th i2z.y ;;as crsaatns thc B81bumLo, fall off rd't~r tho 15%3. 3e t~fe6n  

- tkd b t c  pad tho 2% clout 1QO s o r f l m  I:C~E i'Lc:m, but tho far- tior or;^ 

a. erc K Q ~  2:~e;e .  2 J l i e G  3irjltcrr d o t  dotan six ~ Z r a e r .  1x1 the f z r t  B~PCI; 

of the 1-anth the cnc17ls ef fort  ~ $ c L ~ z ~ c C  s t i l l  fu-Cher,  an3.y n fev szsc.Ll. 

Zor~.tZona cost ng over the 1X11~3 Ii~os, 

rel'cxl:rel:r the Ge=m ,lir Force ss,s nclt I;:QC~ but te r  tk-fi it r:as 

 TO::^: arc?. md in trc~co, not &+.are t k . 1 3  one-f oarri;1-, 0;" :.X the ;Jlic-: d 

* r;f ssionf: orer ccatrzl, ~ n d  mrthcra It t s k ,  the ?nll$ao, caC: Er~eca  net 
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3etr;ccn tko 16th m& thg 2Zf plrvne~ of 1 P.V 'mci ni&t  bamoers not no 

09.~03ition: the 234 tho@ tho 3lst they mot neglf &$%Is opyosf t i o q  

cootlg in tho 2 o ~ e  rrsd Tit erbo ELTeOEj t:hexe GOZO 45 enc~rq~~ planen wcrE seen. 
5 

:.eoonr& ~ r i m c o  r i s s i m s  a c t  f el; ezwp place m d  na det~rrdned attccIzs, 

,n~ltho+ on 0110 o r  th*o QCCC~S~QXIS 8 ERJ p1r.n~ ~ ~ o u l d  be p W w d  by as mag 

~s f o u r  eEmF aircraft. 

3:: the ond of Cctobe~ the I;u2tvctf fe %.a ec,t:.blished on the na: 

northera Itnl isa  bases t o  aihidi it hd. rave3 &win,; the l c n t  part of 

S q t ~ n ' C e r  nncl in Detooer, :Ill borzbzrs wcxo north of 43'. befrg Iaczted 

c h i e f l ~  at ~ e r p o / B e r i a t e ,  Ca~crL Lbx~a,  GheGi, Peru&., ml Villnf~cnca. 

d r=zJorit;s- of thc fi&+cra ;.are in the Eone arc.a, %here wore a few 

fightcrh: mrth of 43% In the E 3 S a . m  Greece %hero ware still 

c~aund 110 f % ~ h t ~ r c - ~ a  there 1;ere carla in tho nonth--but there had 

been sane i nc rea~o  i x i  the nm%tr of h - % E t x  on Crete r z d  ED-35"s in 

Greaoa, eddentlp for use ~ . ~ l n c t  c v p ~ i n g  anit asg%hst tho 9ritich on 

=& aeverzl ~f the .'.a;ca ir lands." 

thm %her It:& "oosrr d w i o ~  5c;otcnbcr. Thir w e  d m  t o  m r e  U - s  of bad 

17eather for flsrac cxd kozibir~g, t o  tho shifting of mits t o  new *oaoos, t a  

cl L T ~ L ~ C T  st::biEizin~ a f  thr: battle liner, m d  to a d~creaee in the nced 

for tcctic-,l cooperrtion rAtb tke gonnd t r o o p ,  It ~ 1 s ~ .  sfp>e,~xs %O 

in effort m d  t o  thkrs fact t b S  u wr,- lmgo gcrcclr;tzca of coubct uen 

csripl~+,~ik their riscions a=& s:ero ~d thdram frc~rr, cozb:.t. 59 
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Of thir nxbor the '115.%'2 ~ c c o u n t ~ d  for coat 1&,S0. P a m ~  the f i ~ h k r ~  

;zs& r'ichter-'rozkcrc F-.",Ctr; f ~ i :  tho large-t n ~ b c r  o f  effective sorties, 

~ , I z o c t  2.69~. follu;:e& by 13-38'~ ;At2  1,600 a d  ?>itfires xlth 1,EOO. 

A;-36 fighter-Boa'ucrc flctr a123ct l,@CO SOL'~IBC+ Tho bpmbers were led 

D;" tfic 3-32' c \~?iZi.& nut in orur 1 , E O  s o r t i ~ s , ,  the 3r17 's  co~intp; ne::t 

t - i  th s;rsun& l ,OGir .  othor t;spe flet: at; ns 1 ,OC3 sorties. 

Pile total @cm?rfo a r ~ p p ~ d  wctr nrauta lX*QOO tans, thc figma fnclud- 

fng b?or~,';lonc f r o 3  thn ! J M l e  2r.t; b:- plmfic (sf ~t!o?.fth A i r  3rca  .?xG 

FAT : 9 & U e  3,si.t. 01' Ehe t a t z l  X.*Q mloaged care %b,.ta 10,000 fon~, rdth 

tho ZS%QI ncc~unt5m~ f o r  over 6,030 21;~: tjlle F U  for zore tkm 2,050, 

:igraxsiilmtcf3 1ET) c-nc-qz il..ircraft vePe destroyed h ~eriaL cozBet, 

20 nrok,a'bly &natroyeB, ;ad 6Cl hvzngea. 011 t h ~ )  ~ ~ O U I C  krounB 260 were 

I?uTinf: tha mntk the ~r izc lya l  CGK:,Z~ aef cnre adant f ie  Zli eri air ax: 
49 

CZ7t.Q  COG C&ti:d.~c~2..ft , F C  u8t fr0ii tllf! c2. 

Tic b m t  of ~:YW'G or,ax.zti~nz I.YL= borne osr Strategic T~~ctScz:I 

v a t  Coa~tal PIED ?ut in a bslrry r.ior;t;h. I t n  gZcfies flei- 5,723 sorties,  

of vfhich 3,132 ;:me Jbb- c u n o ~  pratcotioa , 1,;Sa8 b~cre pctralsr, 2.37 :.$ere a r- oat h~11t; z , Xi9 rrcrc fT&tcr scrmLtles, 3,ttrscrs ~~X-SPE rcccve r i z s ~ o n s ,  

and 118 ~ri;re ~ C C ~ ~ " ~ B S ? Z C G  r i i ~ s i o n ~ , .  I"vien$g;ttra cnec; plcmcr wct~ d e  

&rsg-cS, thc ~xsl.1 nwider k i n 2  tihe rscult of lizitorf a 2 ~ ~ : ~  rccom:.iar~-nnce 

wore ~ t t r ~ i c i i ;  rail for the  flr~lt tiin- the U-bortt:: rcgul~xl:~ a51 ~r~mset:- 

fonyjlt Ba&': a ~ _ ' h i n ~ t  thr  plrner., Sidgr. lm&cr :'6-c?~'s protection trzveled 
1 - 1  

-w Tit"'---- 
-? --* 

. . -yf5F$:@@? . * .- 
1 , '  , - - v $ - i  

. T  - - . z .  
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nrou;;a 1 ,403 ,063 a i l e n ,  ::ith only three s1.1ipz b c f q  lost t o  entag 

f c n r  of frk%i&t, cfir7 tray3rto3 fq/,0G9 per~aowal. 1~1n.g the ~ e r s o z m l  

md 3,&2 oY3.c~ troo9z." F P ~ m o o  for the 519% ::Lng are i m t  nmilfib3.e. 

But wr sztim-bc of i t 3  actiritfso (?)wed OD tao  f i b v e a  02 the Li2d Yingj 

*,~sulil ind.LzE%o th2t the ~ L ~ o G  of the t r : ~  ; 1 q s  f i f ~  slr3rro thim 6,050 

~ o x d f  03, h u l o J .  GO-ZC 3 ,COQ tons of ffeigl'tt, =_lit m ~ o d  cxourd 35,rECO 

~.ritish f l i a t a ,  j72ua 30ze 40 s -~cc fa l  f'l3ght3, oxt~aQnd its opor%tionr: 
' + 

$ X O ~  rl2+0~$h Afri~-~ tu the Stflim -k?irilznd. 43 
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pct1- -* ai,aH3be>m -- 
C - x i n g  tho last t ~ 3  3011th~ of t h ~  ;rd $7 ar_f Yffth i~-zt;r pwhe3 to;i.-wd 

Lhc G?.xi~i,ma, 'hilt? tha  2tE;hth mvcd tkcrozs the Sm:po. Prsl~ess 22 

'aoSh fronts vaa clot:. Tho i:zatLsr iras \:at ;ad osld, s:ith hez-sj rains 

to ?.l%m ::12ich r a  frou th; conqt at :!onc3r:zhgnali northeas.t-h~:~.~~'d~ t o  S e ~ c n ,  

t3 bclo:~ K3.,w.na, ca4. t o  Cnst~Lnw*~ '~~;  %'kc S&CCh 2m;:'s left IILml? j ~ i n ~ d  

tho3 2iftb a% Fizzoas, a d  i t r :  line %hua rcDa along the right bn1:: of the 

;:hr3re Lb %-(:a a1~113~tj r l ~ ~  eeent mrl machad t3? -4drl*~tIc near Toaszcu~ia. 

hi& ~ ~ s - m d  :!hidl doz i l~ t t ad  the A ? ~ ~ O Z & W C I  t o  Yfle cnc,yls Czadno Line, 

but exc~2t  for L d r f  n ; Xf y o  ; exif ro l i t t l e  ~ r o ~ r e 3 s  w s  m d ~ .  

;'cr'or2 thc mil of tile i~oa%h tkf2 X f t h  ha3 b ~ m  red-aced t o  ri,pra'i~i~ 

>atroll.Lug; :?dlrl it 3 t l r ~ a  df;:: xegrolqed fox a 2rrlve f n .Jptn"=l; de- 

prsg~os; 0 h m  did t 3 o  "Iftiz. D u s t n ~  the f t r o t  hzlf of the xoni;:i, acDivtfq 

on thtz lef t  f'XLmk tms at r: gtzaGr , t i lL  *oat ne,V &FJ O O ~ &  5~  it^ an3 
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(on tho coas t )  x:r, c2;ltwcll aftt~r ,z f i m o s  tattle, bu-b Ores=; prasreil 

t o o  hxd L nat t3 crs&-:. a c l p t  for *he fidvwca of the 3 ~ 5 t h  froa 

on* n f c : ~  xI2073, P X ~  thnn o13.p in lid be1 ccchrr ,  siaeo ths A d C z  
I 

ox' I'o.a,:;icsnr. 

alro conGw8t:d a ir -a~z  rsscizo, o~corted con~oy3, pratecteil .Q22ed in- I 
r tallatf ono , at tndzel; eneqr chip3 cad r;-~%,winac, S3nbe2 nixf ic lac  mrl I 
slrzvia, md i ~ m L  far a f i s l d  t o  p a ~ t l c f p t a  in the EJonbf ned Bm3or  

*. 
Offensive (UEO) tdxI,ci~ :K,S dmigm2;L t o  $as% ths Car-3 :G?J potertial, 

in general cad G 4 P  flghtsr prtaB~;~c%ion in prtic-dl3r. 

In th@ d d 3 t  of thczo ~arleet activftfon, 3 m j o r  argcmis?tiomX 

~kfi2,;3 x:~:: carr2cd out, In oracr that Y:-*Z ~!L-at bs n-31~ oeti;zr to c z r q  

out i t s  tmiauo cxssigucabs--~d eq1+3@i:C!,23 in or9tlr thz"Jit &r&t ylag I 
2?:~lf th A i r  Torce v n - ,  split into Rro xir  f orco-,. Oa 1 ::avcn%ez tZs I 
P~?elf$B' 9 hem2 on, soco sf I t r  n rd lms ,  mi3 a gnrt of i t s  lon:-:a;;a I 
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f i h t e r c  xera r a a w d  Sr33 f $3  ~pi3r;;tfondL ~ontxoZ,  but mt its nkinl- .. 
e.l;rztire csr t rol ,  2nd pLcct:9 qbfer the ?i.fto.?xbh Air Force, rrhich wcs 

c r ~ n t c d  tke s~ma a . 7 .  37 this cr~angwmt f ; h ~  lifteenth beam0 tho m j o ~  

csmonenl of 17iUC19 str2tegL:: CAT force a d  tho 5t:alfe!1 the m j o r  c3rgo- 

n~nt of f ts tsrckl~xl :bx force. 00a~ta1, Trwp Carrier, EX:, Trai;?liag 

tMs dc~e la~~; l=nt ,  -31 ,?lr S a d a s  C o ~ c ~ m 3  vas concemcd only t3 c caZ' t .  

deg~co mtil thrj enla of Cooesbcr, :Tor v ~ ~ s  the over-all he t&~mxta~s, 

~"=, affec&ed, rts i t  exexcis-zit the = w e  control oror  the ?ifte?a+& aa& 

rtrrsllth ;hht Lt hsd ~ r ~ v i o u $ ~ y  c:-:?rcise3 over the '2tolfth. 

. 3 - s ~  ava5.1abLe i ~ C o r ~ z t i o a .  it is difficult t o  I'a3rr the fizll 

c t o q  03' \$&it lay behind tho o ~ t a I l l ~ , ~ a t  of the 23fte::izfA Air lorce. 

TI, seem certnla Y e t  its croation t:a: tho ollC,~o:rth of ths >'sotti n~ q 

'of Yde f30, rad that the lztea~sn with ?$hi& 'che YOVE to crente it ,ot 

-mtil n f t a  thc o q t m c  of I5-2yles m'3. FO>~;L.  I t  amears Gexer.zl 

*irnsld cuJ, po imi'b'l>-, Uzacral %pat= ;lare t h o  p~inci7aL psopoar?at s of the 

21% for tact nmr air farce rad  that Gczc?:.l Ys@dioucr 1m.s in fsvor of 

idea of MttSn,; Gen-my ;At\ long-mag~ boabcro opar:;tinz f ro2  

- -  ---- p ;- r---- - e * - - p ,  8- * e f l - + , 7  
F q F  ; 7-- -3-, p i  c-- - ,. _I . J A %  3 / 

$ _  - - - " - - * ?  - . .t Id I L 
;r 

I - -  , 
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(Erf1D?,"GTQ) fn :Yapst 1 9 ~ 3 , ~  A% t h i n  tine? GenzmI. ~ ~ : x ] . o l d  sai& tbt  he 

in 3 ~ ; L ? n &  & I I L P ~ ~ ~  the ;Antor, ma foht t h t  Ilfn this canrrtlction :;srthern 

T t31im bases 1i3Wrl ~ ~ X S ~ C  r11w:blrl). il -'dr I3,~sbJ. Portal a p e d . ,  m a  

Surther absorved t b t  boz%era then base& In tho 13: ca~fld 1193 barer: in 

E i s  principal intoraat , hg:;o~cr, 'r-33 in rcdu01.n~ the Gor~m fi&t or force 

bj a co~%intrfion of Blotrs Sxod Italy .d Ud. Ila felt the bst t lo  

asinst tho e n a q ~ ~ s  fi&ter farcos ;ns  a vlt~d. one, and t h t  uz12ess t'kse 

L'orcca \?era ftehedreb fa thn n e 5  3 na2t2is, tha bsttilz dght be 109%. 11 
1 

Pho X Z F ) ~  t o  tIm bozblag sit-= ti on, be sr-Pa, consisted In p3~ciag strozig 

0ffc2!3i~i: :d;. foxecs in morthtm I t d y ;  fro3 thcro u21 of sou-bhem C e r w q  

w3Ud b~ t5,khin c0aforf~t020 rmg?, to3 of the lar~cet Gsrxan zircraft 

Pcstorf cs--:hicil *ootrr~sn thcr praikuce9 rtlmsE 60 par c a t  o f  the 

~ e c g i r e d  t o  protect tho nerr c~uthern Et;lk*ran front, .:-nd bonoinga fro2 

Itr&r vwd.d bk bettor Lbca rn~x.3. beoxme tho -UFO ;1oi3+:. readder the 

5 Ge=z rzdio tcrafng ~ys,tea relr-tical;; ineffecbf-re. 

Tie :r;lcr2cLm.r did aat f e d ,  ils;ao-i--ar , tbt i t  ;:=.a ess?atisl t o  b y e  

Gnscq in ngrthara Itefiy. S e a r u t a n  0f :::-.?2 Stinem B ~ Z L ~ E ~  t2nt hc &:-.a 

tit zzazscd tho notter 13%h Gonarzsl 8pr~ri.t~ %rid that t 5 t 1  Iztt er h ~ b  sat11 

t k s t  bxbirog ::a-LLd br2 just ns cff ectiri; f ron  ffiel8a zbo-ss Fozo ns fro2 

ficlcPs nerbh of t!ar: Po X~TCX,  h n ~ ~ ~ 7  ,'J.aold ~ p c e d  171th this,  oni felt 

tkzt it was iqortmt tk:t Fsxo not- bz declcrod a oyca cit:; ;;s i t s  

! I ? 4 3 . b  2 
I c -_ :%- ., , * " - *  , > 5  - .- *. : i -$ " .. , 
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w1 !! 
Su. L 

rcdlr~ad f w i ! i t i a a  ~aaCLit bo e r w n t i n l  5n ~.~?ylf ln% s i r  bases, o3rt;lz of 

m i n g  tho 3t;VdU?-'I:72 Conicrcmo tl~r CS5 e l f~ iac ted  the o~crridln: 

yxior2t:. which I-& Been @vua t o  antlsijlb,rarine nranurcc nt t13.e TZIFUZZ 

vonfereac~ in :>,r 1948. F d s  zgvs ilfrzedtt ths pair forces of -23 end 

?.;?O for c.l;tsnri~cc partlcl-ri2.tion in cosbiasd o f f c n s f ~ e  zgainot Gexuz~ 

indua$r;r; %hi3 off ca;izc, !mmm 6 4  QW;~.'.t3.o~ 10IKZS3iLX m a  OJE.& had 

'bee; a~mrorcd by the CCS on 14 !kt37 1943, hc21 ar I t s  object tht? ~ + x ~ s h S n ~  

lines 09 c a ~ ~ m i c z t 2 o n ,  ?ad thn c:c1teriz?. re&mtion sf Cor---a rdr 

coabct c$reng%h 'sr thc o-~ccess;7ul. prssec.1t3on sf tho Co=ibSned 2si;bsr 

't Dff~nsirc fxoa all  convomlcnt 'bases'' ISGO :e pro~equicltn t.3 Ou22f3F3. 

!&is decision d ~ f L ~ 1 1 t o l ~ -  e@c:mftl;eS ;;-LC1 B S P l r h t ~ g ~  ~ J T  FOL"DEI t o  

tho Es~blncsd 20 .?'~er OPZmirive. 31% 3% (31d not e u ~ ~ - . c ? t  tb.t 6; U. S. &r 
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1. Zargets be;;ond the raqe of Uii ~ ~ u D Q ~ s  could bo r c c d ~ t i .  

. Phore thovld be better wz,:ther in Itd;.. 

a. LnTtfall~, tiiore troulci. ba f a:cr GE f igsterc ad ICSS ca.t;l- 

circr: 2%. 

4. krma fighter raiB reaif2c~cn r:ould l ~ v e  t o  os BbAmeci 

out i n  order toCctrzct attac;:~ fro:$ two &irrcticlic, 

ri. 6. +nerc ::sulS hc b - r t s t e r  f l ~ , d ' t i l i t : r  in nccting crcllc 

l e a , %  at ti~~rw, p a c t t t " ' ~  frrte~r,i.l$ or" c * i r  effort; n j ~ i n r ; t  CETPX-~~- ;JOYJ.& bc 

of %h- h r s , ~  bsrrtber e f f o r t  .r:erc qplied Tiwins the rdntor from Lt~4.$~a 

k" 

in; t a d  he 1;op32d lilrq? $0 : ~ l o x ,  for p1&w-~?st pF,ora.r, t h e  ~1uiy;rr of 

(JDS], pa& ~ubrcr~~efitl:,- t o  tho GCS,  a phi31 f o r  c2J.ittiug %be I;vrelft'n 

(ctrntc;ic)--iu opaor tLtt the C I Q  ~l$"ct ka c:trrf r d  out :.orb? cffectivelz ' 

r ~ d  t!f n ccn-lorzitg :A th k"crPJ1G~f bccl~iccne. t 3  in ~r~??.fint%ng the plm 

t csyc to  w 2 i c h  c o d d  n9-k bs aoz%cd frar; TX could br bc~%ro:-ed,~ the i-cLs 

~ t f  lf zed t s t ~ l c  fulleqt, be pos ~lblr., a& olclerg,tji~nr; 

- - -. 
---> - = -  - - ,, , y-----. -- - --- ..- - -- 

I *a  * v 1 - 2 "  * . . . . 2  --+.;ia \ .' 8 ' 8 * - - -:-*-L --- 
. - - 4  1 & i 

L - - r -  - , , * - %  & 
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coul.G bo cxcried out frc;;: 'bK or 1%;11~ l u  tor ix  of the tre~~ther. Ee felt 

that  0$1~rz,%ion3 frtss :ZO :.olild csntri'kutc hcc~vily t~ ths o r s g c s n  of 

t;;a air Torcc.:, tho old 'rt:clx'th l o  beccrm: r, ~ C : C ~ ~ C C J ~  outfif =r?. tke nev 

Fii'tccnth t o  bscoe: t strc:ttL5c unit; % k t  s o w  of' the n l t s  ~ l r r ~ e ~ i t l x  

ciirccfifin of the ther.ter co=a&c.r; cnC that .-the Tifte~n-ntih ~yarc?;c ~ 4 c r  

"10 
I bn  CCS ZLE f % ~ ;  ~ i i ~ l ~ j i d e n t  ifl tho c33. BC ~ ~ U C ~ U S  02 the Sfkcll* 

xoad be the eix hhet ,~~~ 'Ltsa3cr g r o q t '  T ~ E E ~ L ~ ~ S  z e ~ i ~ ; e d  t o  thc 'l:;dffs, 

cixler t o  bring thrr. nex u d t  q trs the e i z r  necccearr for it t o  c ~ c r ~ ~ t c ~  

i n  3:ptcr;hex o r  erxly i n  CctoBar. iycither the Zr i t f ch  nor tho ,a-.ex1m 

zir 1~:~dcr~: agfrravtd af the fdez, 3 3 ,  GPE. I. S. td.t.rrr6s, Lt. GOE. 

tW6 tlie plrn bscn G J - ~ O T G ~  bg mil 327 Lt. Gcn. 3, F, I:clT?mey, 

the dlyercicn of bozbcr p a r p s  h C  n-prentl; reealr;c& pcmt CCIX~E~LCPL t f  ore. 

- The f i & w u  ~f 21 g x a ~ c ,  ha rtntee, 'Ir;?.a a ~ , n r e ~ t l r  n f l l e d  out of a P o , t t t ;  

thrre Y a f i  % B C ~  a0 c~zp3.@toil ttu* of tazgets or_fl:d~:: of prior? t ic+. - ,  ;?lf;klsu& 

of a q ~ : l l i c ~  h 6  '%bucri ;Iyerr o n l y  cursor;- s t a t - .  Geacrak ~ ~ I J L E ~ ~ S  nr;keb 
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w b 4 ,  md hmr z r c . ~ ~  t ~ . r ~ ~ t r  coltLa bs ;isre elqne6itiourly L~=ibe& frca 

X t r t Z i c z  bases tlrm frou tkrc Ti, &or; i~i.ortmt thss ,~  tarcets !rare; 

rrhg not; bxscs choula be built an& a nex sq'~y'2;- satup ba est~.Blie:?e& ir 

I ta ly  rhcs n d ~ ~ i ~ i t e  b~csea &x-ailc.ble in +Lo L.; whet-her f2.22' ~ c a l i c e d  

inci8en.t to o ~ e r a t f o l ; ~  O V C ~  Eer2m,v, t h  iricrt.:~seb bzttle &mega, E : E ~  

oth~ar Ec.c%ora; m C  arhatlmar it ?$as real5 ZCZL tk:L shutt le O ~ C T : L % ~ U ~ G  would 

require addttf om3 service ptrsonna2 in 36th 223 wrl 1 9 0 . ~ ~  

Zhc: ,;ir 1Y~istrx w a s  notifit-G sf tko ;(slsa BJ Its delegate in 

: h & ~ n ~ ; t o n ,  Air !bx~3-&7, ;;iILiz1;1 v:elfih, W ~ O  C G D ~ E ~  that G e n c ~ 2 1  @ a t z  

been in :;a&n&en f o r  c? wee!: i r ;  canfcrccce :&th Generzl J x ~ o l b  

znd his staff. Cn r e c s i ~ t  sf tke cable, Air T5ca ;kr~3;tl Z G ~  E o t t o Q e ~  

t i lm9t~d e rq3; for %he Cfiisl' of tho .Zir Staff, S r  E2:r~J.xd ? o ~ t n X ,  IIM& 

f.t,-.%cd t h t  the pr4p&ss of tb4 3241th 2Ar Z'orce ic rcdxcing tki~ C+rwn 

ftghtcr force ~Jrc=te.- k b  bccn pet: rded by n &artncc Q£ boziberc, boaiker 

CPC:~:IE, -ti long-rage fighters LEI:& t k t  t l i ~  nc.; sekeae yr01~.1~ed to delay 

fberc i e  d~ager, G C ~ &  the dmft, tlut "enthusias~r far an f8czfl nizne 

r c e ~ f i  t &'in ocndio;: circr&$ r,nd r c tomcea  t o  ths ::cdl t~;rrzal:rs aa1,;- t o  

find ttlc?~ will2e to ~~ntriloutc"l cffc~tlrrely x"roa thnt . t ;hr+~ter . : ,~~ 

I:emt:hile, & r l r i ~  tho discus~fonr in h..cr~bini+on ceaecrnf~g tl;c crc~tion 

- 7  n or" r? B ~ s . E , ~ c ~ ~ c  air P ~ r c a  in ::TO, G~nclr~Z Gpztc ml': :hj. Cec. ,r .  P, 5139th 

(G~nt?r"~iL 21smoi i~cr i r  Chic2 of S t a f f )  zppraved of thr f d e ~ . ~ ~  ihcir 
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the Z d x m  &-mfn& the tdnter  nsnthr; f ~ w r  I"az:iz cr a bare fro2 t,m to 

oao t o  threc t o  one oc;;.r baser: in %LC Brrtish T s l ~ r . ~  Thsnu*ser of &G:-s 
> 

9.nt.r couth on ;.bit& bmbcrs ni&t be oir3l;ctcd ts oyrarrt", ewrrrc ~s follows: 15 

ikv. 10 
Doc. ' 9 
Jm. 8 
Feb . ?' 
;&.* 0 
k l y .  12 

r k t  3 s i a  ;;zs "otter y r a t c c t r d  bectcw I - t  &;- i !ce&f~*te l?  ermt of n 

r2agc of zomtrAns; c*zxf. that  icirre o ~ l a v  1U,cC9 lecG :r2s i!srPe o r e r  

Zo&a ~~rdsdorra 'ma cclxried out eot~*uen t t txowh ggceager: i&trr.uch 

tfSoao of their best m3thor ir ~.:qer2enceB &wing the winter ~onthhs, I I ~ ~  
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xho 2x1 lcu%er C o z x t ~ ~ t l  (3 IIoubor&eat :dnfc e5nafcting of G tote.5. of 
I 

I1 bar;ibarhcnt ~;rovys--h hczn- find 5 =le63uu--m5 4 fi&$rr i;rov>?, :dth 

w p o r t i n ~  d t s ) ,  ~ 5 t h  a C ~ ~ D C C ~ ~ ~ C ~ ~ , ~  6d1d-I~J to 3 hcc:tt:-I baber  a t 1  ? 

l e n ~ - r m ~ e  A~hter  gromp by 31 Ihreh lGP-; it ~.lcrr: to bn unitar tho 

c o ~ z a d  ac?nlrol of T-VS; 2nd L t c  g r i m r ~  c? i~s%on  would bo stratedc 

uor.%ing, clthou* it coulil'bo used in s ~ q y r t  of e lr~~  p o m d  forces ::hen 

necespar. 18 

CR 22 Dctobcr t l ; ~  CCS c l t  ccusreil the crcntzon of t'ak ~f fte&kh. The 

8, 3. C l i f f r  o2,Staff e:q~dned G k i t  t h e  ncl: atr farce mr designed t o  

t d z o  siirmts~a of better ~rercthcr in tho :leditcrr:rc~a xrFrZ c d .  t o  dis -  

730rre thr C A T t  s fl&%ers: the C9S v?oUB U c t a t c  lyzioriti er, 3aS o'ojectltrer, * 

b u t  operst.kow,,l cantrol rxdLr !  bolonz to GencraL kaerynar:cr, A'dr :Lrshl 

;;GI& oq3re~cc6. dau%t t h r t  tho bnt14-1y i i r r  Italg a?Mch i-rsuld bc necoscnrZr 

I O E  ~ , , C . ~ G C - S C C ~ O  e % r c + t q $ ~  k31j;bLn;; ~ : m ~ l d  Pe pol;ri'IsZe b s c r ~ ~ c  so m3q7 of 

thc nircrc-f t in :;54 tSoro  rrcdrrd for t t~e t l c r ;L  czla;%c.rrt rzlld becaurrf: 

it :m.clld So difficult t o  stock all sf the a3.rficldo rdth ~Gsoline,  l o  

t k ~ i s  Gezercl  bold rqjlbsd tl-,. t Gcnnrr4 %c;?,ts hzE stated that he could 

t d - o  care of a11 ad.~.i;io&,1. boddoerr zrot3dcd Vie:- ccze in on schedule. 

:.ir !lr.roL?.i,l ;:01cn t1~;erewcin a,yc@i? ~,dZ,lz thc plm f o r  im2er:cafing- %the 

Ffftenntk, but tatkt tht?. 5 3  tkip.,t if 10@ 92;2c poaicntf-lit1 er; 8 o r e l t ~ e d  

~ o r r  clo~:1:s in Itnl~ tkCa kqwd for, tks 'boaber p ~ ~ s  for srhich %$~CTO 

-#itre no s.cccrxohtfon~ rnaC bo rcnt t o  the c. c.:er,c;ra3. :mold accer~tcd 

tho czcndr.cn5. !?ha OC5 then ;tgrc~d t o  %ha B~;itld-ta of thc 3r"tssath 

L - - --  \ . -  
\ 

rJ 
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rorce (Strated-ric) s-ou2d bo cr8tribli&od. 7;mfior his c3i-&-xJ. Initl~llj- it 

rao to conciot of the t~ h r a v  b?z%cr ,.;ro.crp~ mGz tho 2 long-rcage f9;p.ter 

{;rol;rls grcr,enbla zsrtii_pcd t o  tho 51;slMh; tkr: gr~soscit build-xi? :;o~-iLd 

t h ~  crri%;lm,l m i t e  An3.,~-i; b3 us:cd sort1:- ~qy,inst oojccttfres ~ t h c r  t h  

rOICLXi,Z: until cm.h t i the :LC the afr bzse 0'3jcctiwc arm, mrth mn6 esst 

t o  uive clocc M.rect li:*.i~&n :Ath the Zl@&. In tho t?'i.~n.t: of z 

11~s au%horizc3 40 u90 t h ~  nnt air j;"ore~ for b q o c e s  ot;Gfar  t h m  tkc 

to tc2  n1~;;I:er of h a q :  'oairrbcrc t o  ate x s ~ d  crcinnt G~r~ra:'; tkt t L e  bcrcr 

aavrzf lablo  in I tnl  y duxTn, %he :S.ntor cw11d ooco-~s i l~  t~ ''.;w;i- lit t lc L:GXE'I 

nccvies: %hm tho six ~~'1,ri-z.fQ; them, ;F~ZIZI tht? 2iJ:hth 9;; the e~cd of tkc  

;.czr :toad 10sc E ~ X  b~ocp;. for !?doh grq:.mtion~ ~.lrr:.Qr k d  'been zzSe; 

T'oxtal ? d d  %k t tbc 3ritish Cdcl"s  of S t d f  ;lTgrecirzz;ec the dh;~izE;ioh of 

tkn IT. S. Cadcsc t c  fors, th- P1'3teenth but ~ ' e l t  t ~ 1 : : t  ttte blsild--? shov3.d 
4 ' ) * I  G g J g  E*?:. .J4 -a---;-..? - ;-'~c;--~ -- ___- -;_ 

:tr=- -m T 

F U L  - 5' &s 
+ - - - - - . -  ' +  -?A', L. =:-- * 

- - b  _ _  
1 ---- - -  
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be  Q&-&TX 1 mcl =at r-t the e q m s e  of thc 3 ~ l C h ;  mc* tb.t every n~zils?.- 

i+en~xal -A:cr sdfi t h ~ - t  thr! glm ~ ~ b @ ~ c c ~ ~ . ; t c s  our  cz2acity in hftaw- 

oa~7,sr strengtall mCi tiant 2% ~ f ~ z ~ ~  i q o  E si a l e  our coqlete  wcozpli shzent 

ai' t'lo task r ~ o t  forth in the CZR. " Ln hlr ~?ial3ra, l, ~zrirsasly 

23 
,je.3L3ar6ize;; the m c e s s  sf BTEGOED. 'I Ee bellmad thst  Il.t;~o :=in air 

forcr ~ S f o r t  EfhawZd be La'1mchc4J. fro31 the rL, 11 
23 

3.r :?.;r~:k-S b r l a  axtwtxl &ti $he ,rc,,&er nuBer of t x y s t s  and 

the zost l ~ - ; a r t m C  m e a  ware nrxer t o  P9e C:; ta~,t; the ?!cathcr n3 
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,if r leadera in ti. A% the 125*& CCS i:;irting, 53 ~Sc80b.;r, t h q  o t f  11 

St=Lfl ass-asd the  Sriti-A on 19th paints; fwahsr, taoy a-2htl.siacd tila 

n2s9 for r. G-e :tcr SLLc;;i~.rsP3n oE the G.Z"J fiyfit~rs in oraer tio grziteas; 

' : ca7 . .h f l~ ,  oil kl10 23th, i t d  I:%$ ~ O ~ C C ~  r ~ t  ~ - ' w ~ ? ~ ~ ; ; n ~ ' b + r ~ ,  222 % P Z S ~  

~tct iaa &xi boat 2nlt.l-ctz9 ts a r c i - t  thr; e 3-25 - 3 o - q ;  fro..r zo~:mcnL trj 

T-L: cad ts E C ~ C ~  then to !JD in :;QT?G'~@T. kt'::c~c?g:xry r~cblon h ~ s  d . 3 ~  'ueerr 

Snlt lxtca t 3  ::ct.l-r,~tc o n  I. :'ovezb~r 1943, tho Ee%1a~e~tsr r ,  .u;& Hcad- 
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rrinS2 f3;:zte~ @QLTS in :"osth A f r i c ~ ,  he satd, ~:sul$l be novcd into Itax;;. 

1f~lftt:ttonr.i d&t 2orm the ~ u t t i n s  of nat nore tku three ,$OUTS 01 I 
he~txl.,:l, ,mj. ono of fi,;iztera in 8~xJh.lrr. ';fie 3-2;' r n s x a l . l  bs ctrttload I 
in 6ho E e ~ l  (,and Ccr3nia, if necc?<ne?l"d) a 4  tho 2-1,'s aromd. Zu&a, 

3ittle ~tor:r r;o~LLil bo requLrc3 t o  put tho Zoa:Ja l"ic2d3 in rhpc cs t h y  

vcra on lcvc3. ,yom+i; noraoc s ~ ,  there t:,s I ~ z a  r:An nt Zq;';ls+ tbma 011 I 
lrdd frs,a tbs ?arts t~t sri, Erindls i ,  32rlotfa, %nir ?,:rafr+30n%ct (all I 
on thc cast coast)  t a  k2d2@ bull: p s a f l m .  41raJJ1y, s : : i B  Genci"la1 I 
Sp~'rr'tt~, 33d!!111~ ttj"ir051~$l thf3 o ~ ~ ' T c ~ s %  it I D 3  ~32ctt76 Yk'fi ~2Ch hc-?~7 

23 Boabor ::~-a&l arez.:~ga 15 nissions $ 2 ~  zantb. 
Z 

'I .-.j. 7, Ccn. ;;. 3. 2sibh vcs n98 quite SO o p t i ; l i s t i ~  as Oeacrr3 Po:t*~tz, 

to Cl;2nl;.r-2 Ss:,-tzt cable of tho 27th. 2nfamLn~ bin t b x t  the Zifteazth 
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tswcJ,, or * g f l L  a.:=9twc~, In ItalsF pr~s6be  ;1 Detl;cF pin% to tax o f f  for 

t hc  rcii~ctlon of the krx-a ::bLS,itg t o  continw t o  fi:kt ca8 t o  force 
e 

thc c l i rperz ion sf Ge=a s*r$1G~r3 a d  rlChcr cis: defim-nart a ~ ~ a c l e . j , ' ~  al- 

,'51 m..itain %hen on s&ei;lul.~ . . . . 
&..or In ths !IcXte~r,ac,an C232r:d 3oigril?ot:e.r k . f E  bses enr.gc3. in 

c::rr3n~ vat tho C Y 3  directira 02 the 2% -ad on 1 I's;~~z;ber he c ~ ~ ~ 9 q m c e 5  

of thc US;-i? in tho thentcr.  ~ n d  ha n:~:~d Gcnar l  Kaoli ttle--;:h :ms 
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Cade? tho nex: s e t u .  'EBc cfufnietrativc c3ntroS sf the Yifteonth 
-- 

::as: A:.~~GQ%'--~~;CL~~:I ,Us ?orce-->-iftet>nth LSrir j-or~e. rhi a o-czJ. 003- 

t,inue& ~at;21 31 f oae-ibcr at ~:Mch tizst thc n n f y  ' b 2 c ~ e :  ~L.~O'J%LIb:,"L?,/~~IbZSSS 

:if tecaih :&r Zoroo, tad 1~.~3TJSit-V2/ fl~AS--2~:irolItf :.ir ?arce, the two 

- chiair force3 brin#z CQ-eq-u CSZ:S$S. Gn 1 YU-U;~~ 1944 ZA.?~~~.XI WLS re- 

t21aee3 'o;? %$/::iQ in %#) ck-9.n of c o x x d .  Qt.p~I t ioxJ coi tro l  &a 05' 

1 ::9~3&33r 19623 VLS : AL~~-~~~C--Z~-Y~;'--'L -i.%l?--Flf teen%& Air ?orce, cat3 

 if r e  Cn 30 i;eca;;bcr 1?i,4n 
A 

:'EAS ::crz c ~ j b i a a 9  t o  fora the. !S*.ditorr~~e:m :illfed Air Tor~es (:LC')* 

.[;Ill ; &,=el. &az& .tr 0 the f 01lo:)IZn~: r"Ec&-.: %3--%%?-.-Fif teenth 

74 
.'dr ?3rc9, csz 2 z ~ ~ - - ~ ? ~ ~ - - ~ 2 A ~ ~ - - ~ ~ e l f t h  z&r TOXCG. 

:trm mi5r tho o;~cratlond. control  of JL~;;, that f E., OU%S~%O of Itax;:, 

soztbom TFUCJ, ~ l l id  tho rrejaBnm "ll'-mc, ::era coardi&,te& iritL ttc 

d - - 
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r .- 
;: $' * " =- 

n o . "  ' 2 

-AX EX-15 
L < +  !=* l A 24-A - 6 -; 

Z o ~ c ~ b c r  orders vzm i s g a d  for the catira hw&~mrt.>rs t o  noTa $9 2~4x3,; 

tho n o ~ e a x i %  be- on 39 :;o-rc,&cr t.22 ims c s q l e t z d  an 3 ECC:AA~TT, c t  rezr 

a d ~ s l o n  ~f 50 b d i a n  being lest in Zmds r a C  rsdn,; t o  Xt:dr bstve:n 4 

m a  16 Cscexbcr. >he hccflgu~a-.torc; oCfLcl?Alg c loso9  ::t; C u n i e  rt 0031 

~ B W G ,  1 Ee~ep7a.>r ml op~ns>ii r,% thc D L * ~ C  t i a ~  in 2.*xi \:here it rimins3 

un t i l  kiss en3 of th~h I td im c;.;rir,:;ia. 3G 

flzu n7aLS%k .+&r Forcn. Z m  HezQqmr t ers ;en$ Kr~'ly;i~srters Sgf~:hon 1';s 

yraridtd b:r tho re9a.:i;;a:ttion :m& tr;irlc,lm of Lhc EXe::&qwrtiers r 3 A  EzlaC- 

qn-,rtc;ro ,Cqw.fironz of Sozsctr C J E L ~ , ~ .  k c  orS3;l;sl tzztio:tl u i t s  

C ~ % R  r " ~ ~ d  th s c r  a5s5smce L~SJ G D T ~ , : ~ ~ ~ C A  of thmn %37i3e~k29t !dnsq, ~ 2 3  

htxa?,.~; k.rr;;:k:~rh~at ? _ ~ o ~ q s ,  f 3.m ~1;fiiu1 b~:~b;;riL;il~~t ~ 7 0 ~ 7 ~ ~  r??li f9w 

20 tho Sth :;in.-;: 
26, 9'/th, 92th, 93ti3, 83lst, : a B  516Yf;;l 3 s ~ b  G ~ z .  L E i ;  
Ibah -ad 335th Pl3tk.r C;ns.; 937th i*;Lrlzc_c Scc'lrifjp 
3n. ; Bq. G Krp. sq. , 5th ;.'Ln:. 

To the 433 '.Xng: 
17'G:~, ZL9t5, [mil 33th 3rs3 G,.s. (::I; Ict ,  ?l&t-.r Gs. ; 
910th .drst;ss Seourit:~ .%. ; Hq, z Eq. t o .  , *Z& :,kn;. 

A t  the t9.9- aS the e r a t i o n  o f  t5.s Z f i t c ~ ~ t k *  i t n  th,cttezI -.in,;r 
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i h a ~ i - .  (1tzI.y) pad 6320 of i ts d t t :  :;ere 01 th9 X L ~ L ~ , T L ~ ;  h=aieqzrt~rs  

md d t s  of the 429 An, rlcrr in 3lilirf a but :rere scheduled t o  a w e  to 

Sndin i ; ;  hc3dcfx.~t~rs a& mftc  of th3 5th 'Xng :ler.;. f n ? i ~ d ~ i a  %-a$ 

::ore t o  nwa to the Tog$ -% o ~ z ~ l c l r - . ~ ~  Tt ;-:.q c r t l ~ ~ t e i  ~t +'ZL~.: k t  b:- 

2 Jra~mrg. 1844 aLl 02 t h ~  3 i ~ .  iZG+s of h w ~ i e a  t ;~ld42 be in tns Fo;;,$G, ~ X C L .  

$sxrcxra?. 2is?nho.;i?i- on 1 YOTO .% ::r, & d n 2  _ ; o i ~ d  th:~t 118 f6I.l:' m d 3 r s t ~ 3 d  

thc Sm$ti~n:: of t,ns riftcentki rmQ rm~flb o-xylof t nasnib l l i f  :- fra 

1wthortng PDI12JI;:dx = , Inform8 :%sshin;to=l that all  hor:v;?r ml t s r:olfid 

oe p1ac~d a? qu5&:1>- as 1)3ct33uIi3 2n aer3&ra=1s ~ ~ ~ e z n  w ~ e x e  thct:~ covlit best  

oe ~ftiZPzcd in t h o  C33; t:Xs t:::suld iltct,~:Ct~~ full eq lo i t r t t l an  of the 

nos.rfbllitioc of Cor:ic;e, 2110 d n  t? lx le :  th:~'~ i:aul-,.2. licit the ncrq:e 
ff 

fro2 Tort& ,Ifrlw+ VI~LS l r ,"~d.in~ C T E . ~ ~ .  
33 

Gcz~r*rci3+ Xcemh~i~lcx doe 3nforcc;l tha CGS th:tt hc ~ $ 3 3  : ; c q i n ~  OT33&023 

$ 3  t i .  2 3  tor tno ~ctitr;i9ibn of tht'! Ziftemth r i  

t?m c s ~ i p  of i t s  3mic  units :ct r~crrs~msl, ths next rrzttes of 

i q t ~ x t ~ a c e  r,zm t o  get I t  i n  oon6ition t o  carr j  out its f u l l  swcs of the 

h9. Tne first ciction, of course, v a s  t o  no7e i t s  d t s  out of !;orth 

Afrias t o  bases ne,?rer the Lar@is apIns'i 'I-PL~?L it would ogerate; as 

ncrtcd aoo-;1; Vain i G O  E C ~ C & ~ P &  f~ b~ 6011~ dwI~?g Y~.~T~>E%cT E C C C L ~ T .  

%o no& 1:rt:: PI0 i n c r c ~ s o  tLzc nqzit>cr of 242 lIcz.'Grjcp. :ad fil_"ntcra m a  ita 
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It 2:2n not cmuylil zarol;.- to brln:, in c,CX.iti&l boiisa~r rs3 I"ia,&ter 

i - ~ l i i  th&t %kc ~ ~ c ~ r ; ) l ; ~  co~faat cror* could fl;- o n l y  kit$% long k r d  ~ A c ~ i ~ z i e ~  

(P. e, , SG crc;-s lzsr LXO~;.'~ of 4B clrcr; f t )  ~3i4 i;t Ir.;iz t 1. E pi3ott: Pcr 

cz& lo~;- - rmgc USCOF% fi@tter. "Zw L"i&Ssr gllota per gkae  w3uld be 

~.equtsvS 2a t h o  czcsst e; ;:~.2:-.'lnc 1or;~r.r tr5.l.r. Ecn~x-d  T o s l i t  t l e  

crciTa r:ould rcqvirs :.*% Lcn3-k t;:~ vrc!:; of irLdoctrir::*tisn into c~nCitioxl3 

&;src,ct erf a t i c  of th: thcztor bcToxu titc:, ;;odd It,- ;:vc.f 22.bL~' for 

:-icnion~, and th~rcnftar for scvmrrJ. zsrz :*ce'ic the:- !:ard.2 b v s  t o  39  

Xool l t t I c :  f e l t ,  -rts t o  brPn;. the G~Q*J~:C ycraomc! 7 ~ 7  t 9  strcag&h. The 

I1~ras~l:- i n : ~ G r ~ ~ ~ i o f a  present r:&c sf .5 per cent pcr :32i%Ii t o  7.5 _ner 

r, z cent. 

,la of the first ~;o$:: of Xora.Psr the r i f t cen t3  htki 3,624 ofl"icc'r=, 
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* ';cn(,rd -3..lrcr--%-+.f; 15 p 0 ~ 3 2  of hc,?r2~r, prcosutx- .--&eduI!ed for the 

b',:, ::odd be tSivcrt&I. t o  tho 1'&3%t~rrza+-'m is* t h r  T L ~ C  O~ i'trlr~c per 

Cn Z ::c;vcz.bcr (2 caerz7, , ' x i ; s l G  infor: 68 Cena?rcl, Z-i-)ar.t s tk,t t i e  L-49 til, 

r".EO*u'e, 462st, 4ELt;a, PZ:.Stk, i-216. .?EC+h 2~1;abrsdzznt Cro~,nlls ('J), ecch ;3th 
- C 3  I-Z['Z rlrcrcift, :;src ;rht&vlcC t c  Zem-a tl-ic I-!:, 9. 2 ~ r  : 5J before the  

crr& of Fnce~ber. '2h~9 3Z3d IiGxtcr Croq (Colored) , ::it13 "3 2-39,. afr- 
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i!4 
eret :"cn . Jillc r p~rn02uple~J. c&~du?.~d t o  I~OTC Troz thc- fT. 5. t o  the 

:'lftccnth ::owlPL ~1;20m* ti. 117 offiucrn, ? : -nr~ca:  officorc, 1,2-:.C) . 
t?d ic tc3  r m  in Tecca. ..*rcr, 123 officer?, 10 :i:.rrtsz;t. off icors  :LEG 3,17C1 

cr9-%~tcS -.cn 11; Jmw.zy,', ,md- 327 ol"fiocrs, 13 v ~ ? s r : ~ t  of iAcerf, ,?nJ 3,GZQ 

r d l c t e t i  r c n  in T . C ~ ~ F C ~ . "  ~ . n  ( L C C ~ ~ ~ G E .  :-G/As, ~ ~ : z r r ? t i ~ n ~ .  ~ai.i^ltnent S ,  

m C  f rm~Lrtl:entr: (Cm) tat!: necmnterp ct ian  t a  r-'11t2~rirc the conctitu- 

t l c n  a28 i:cti;~r t ion af the fal lor i in= unit F t o  iql~ sent khc ~iftcenth:'~ 

In ~ ~ Q L ~ Q T :  3q. l: Et. 8q . ,  ZS4th 23su 
'2Lng (B); 3 ;lfr aqot  [:XOI~C; 2 &am- - 
ice f l s ~ p o .  

Tn IIecez3cr: Ha. cl Eq. 28. , 295th 2 0 ~ 3  
ab13~s  (R); E q .  2 SoL. $Q=. , 59 6 t h  %=;b 
;;in; (E); 3 serzleo ,;roqo. 

In J-rdr: Eq. 4: Eq, Sq, , 337th E O S ~  3n; ( 5 ) .  

P I ~ C  fczzrnzP~n af the ?Ang ~rgdrit,~::tion In t h ~  FiStee~th isc&.n on 

5'3 fhc 2?& of 2eccdtdr \Am t b ~  834%h rrnd 305th Yinsz usrr z~ti;.rted,'" 

Tic 9"9{:hter Tarcr, &C4: na5 b@&n t:: e~pixd u r r t i l  , i ~ 2 r l l  19&, dthongb-- 

nc:;t t o  d e o ~ n t  vcatker--the 2fCteentBf e p e c t w t  nnefi in t t ~  earl.; h ; - s  

?:rWs l o r  norc f f &ter 2 m T a .  In tBc b c & m 2 ~ ~  f t h ~ d  only four, at 

r i i ; a ~ t  hrJf dtrc1n;:t:2, :ken b t  nc3wrllr nsr-Sad seven nt fur!. s t r e n ~ t n .  

E3 %in sritr%r+;o rrGc dr?ctf&cL t o  rcLq:cc iihs s"ccc~sz of 5.1;; Pd3 cspsrc:lioas. 

Y e t ,  I t  rxt3 bz=+'e S C C Z ~  tkit .t;krerc ;:QXO e:ou,$ fighterrs in tL4 
* 

thentcr to tr2-CI actre of tho n ~ ; 1 3 ~  of t h 2  Z i  f'C~d,$i,, Ekero bcinl; 11 pmqs 

on on 1 I'csr~riBn~. :~ctmll:., ba::,?vcr, C ~ E ~ J  :-: r not the cc-se. Tor 

Qno tk~in._; th~rb? ;!era 011x7 djBr~O S O L T R  0f IL-:L9'2, :i?.f& R ~ o ~ C ?  WBTO 

~ - d t z b l c  for 7,0n-zr2,uz.-c' czcurt. Of t 3 c  othr r 11 , r aqr :  t7.3 h:ld T"-Zgt s 

cn& Cg'r, ta;a h.-v,d F-Elr:: ;tar1 ZS1:", t r ; ~  h c ?  Q i t f t r c a ,  c n C  five hr~d F-1-3's. 
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het-tv ~ Q S E E : ~  3:: th9 :Yzhth ~3.r Sorce, eyec l r l l y  In t h e  S Q C O ~ ~  ?ick;rcinfurE 

a era i;ains tkrclqh tfrc ts:.lsing inofteat, t o  &:mk-inf; over to t h  

5h.blaGer3crltc; it rrsrnld d.$o hurt tho snorrtionc. of :r-Y2':: tvo .I-36 

r,ncl@cti t o  thc 1 iftcmth. 

,;a a ro=sult of thccs d~velcjc:,kn'is like: XPi~cr*.~.;i ,brroT.r, '3;- the 

en& ol" Pecesbsr f r a s  3,62; offic~rs w d  10,875 eenlieted ncn t o  4,875 
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i@q&g&p* 
\ ,<.I 

3e=n r W l o  the 3il"t~i 'nth LY:~ emrraGinf, i t  \;cia lcs iay  thc ~ e d i u - I  

Laonkcr ,Tcrqn vhich bad b w n  i isrfpcd t o  it an 1 I:OBC~~@T. 2B-i~ :rz,=,:: a 

Zsc$cca prooodnro fac.021wtl nc: t h ~  T i f t c t ~ i t l i  kj. been arcnted 3r fz~r i ly  

$or lanc-rm+~o box bin^. Cn 3 :rO~czbc1 t:ia of its ,TOLZC of ;PICSIX? y,:cre 

e. rotwncb t~ the rvolftEi. Cn 1 JC"MIXT:~ l P 4 4 ,  ;&tm t ? ~ ' e c  nerr gems 
4 

of hcr.ri cc k c t  arrived in t h ~  th& tcr , tha C2d ~~rr;bar&rnt ;:int. (X) tmQ 

,%ft,er t11a r ~ t u r n  of tho tr.~ cps~zs of r:ecliw? on 3 :'a-:e;.ncr, W e  

mrr -..clTth h G.4 mGer its opor :~ t io~x t l  oonlrc16' the kllo:,in;: 

(one fichtcr l:rav?), thc E3r3 I"Ad~f;ar ::in;: (trp f l L h t ~ r  ;;ropes mfi t1:3 

n i&t  PP:hl;m C ~ ~ : O ~ G B C )  , one baa2r rd~cnt  DOE mir arn xiti rdrzrrlne 

L T O ~ ,  t~a@tl;cr rAtL srqyrtins unit:: of Air S c r r i c ~  t;rexxtd, Si,zq.X, etc. 

zest .li"fr; ( thrco bsriiarsr&ien$ p o q r :  mIZ t h r c ~  f i&er L T O ~ S )  , the C-".%I 

F i ~ h t c r  ;;inc (tt:o f i r - t c r  g o t ~ r ;  m11 OBE ~ ~ C / ~ C G C C ~  E Q ~ L T C ~ I I ) ,  ont 
v 

C lil,nrrho -- flf&tcr , r o e  m 2  on6 ~cg;,arttc fighter-bomber gmlzrr, t g ~ e t h j r  

t,+i.ti-* s ~ : o r t i n ~  riaits, 

5. X I  Phots 2ecomsl r rmce Pn: fyrotl), comi-t inz of the 

G. YJX %Anin:; Cou-a f i  (?rox-), con+-i-.tin: 01" one S I C ~ ~ E T -  

tr-dnimr cad one koYocr-tr:dnint; center mQ three rc-n'l,c;ck;lill-nt *c:t.ttsllictn~. E4 
(.-:- 

9, * -i 't i '. 2-= h -c w-?-r *p.+ r7-7 =7- u"-- 7- ..--7-R-arq- - ,- - -  ' - -  -? ---- - - - - - -  - ~L~F. 
I 

t - . - i a Es*l'< * I ;  - " ,-- I 
? "  ? .  + - -1 -' -- I 
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& g r i o f i t i e ~ .  'P'sh thr ?iz"tentZa .%ir Forco 

VTeporly or t r .%l i&~d r ae  :rith pXrirra ~ z d c  for it n ~ : ~ - s r i  an, tkr, ap:.:t 

r t c p  r:ac t o  pu".s..t, box3r?or~ fnb ~ c t f  on, ~ztf~ulr~3t7,::  rb,;r3rtaf CS3 
" I 

tixr~c.t;r k t  ;JEQ  iris t P , ~ I  gA&r3" obji?ct ~ T C S  GS lines of coran ic r  t i cn  

fn norficm Itd:", This ;~zc asrs casil3- ~ r , i Q  t h ~ a  $race. Yor on3 tkinz. 

. . ,=- bi-Lller 4. h t h ~  ::e?iterrac:a prs~c8  to he so ~ c 2 v ~ r a 3 l c  c32xSr~  1:o~;~~ber 

pzC t o  'iw Bairn, rot n . y i n ~ t  i:D3 t cz fe t r ,  'hut rgc&r;rt objectives in 

5 ro;; ln1.4~:: dv.n the %-sf; mon 7:r.Acl-r the Ufteenfh ITS Q t o  o ~ ~ r a r . t r .  Ca 

5 .:a;-a?'=1kcr, CC3 iss~:6! 645 217/2, 1hic33. c ~ k l c d  for cml-dlr.-f,ian betrreen 

the Zi;;htik rxd thu ?iftiernth in orItcr to c:-acXtc tnc: crrrgin; o-lt of 

:aj,:::L-u*~:: zzg :;a& nro~i&cii  tl-at r* nxb p i o r i t : -  list of GPD tzrpt? 

:rr;r, t o  be octc3lir,hcd. dG 
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Zho confercroe 'oro'~k"~.~t out tho fc*c*. %kt one of the principsl 

aeedz of $ha F i f t e = . ~ t h  \as an rr&c;lwtr s72,r~p2:~, of T;a,.3ia;;-thro~~~-ov~rs'j~t 

argxi~zz2t.  c3 i h 5 ~  TS:L~.'~,Z~ in ZZ: err_ui=;xrnB 'b~in; &f??e& t o  t3a the . t a r ,  

Pmin; tha  9;nt tt:a coiaths oi 1943 c?& thsritcr e~*,3~%li:?c3 fto 

o : , ~  ?rf szit;,= list of 2-20 tar,;;rtn 2ro-I t'ricrse zllmnt xi tio It. 3cfsr.3 

-.ad.tlons, ctc. 

L. To ~ec-L;~;1 'dl3 Gur;i;1 po:r5.tlozi in Lh: ? : ~ I J m s .  
70 
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CUj 33;ivd Xk. t - - - ~ ; ~ n ~ n t i ~ n ~  in the -,rl?~ms--;rlso ;:.r5 a ~ ~ i ~ a c i i  t o  

p;:~t Pr;d %ii t o  bc use3 fraall;; ~ ~ t i n o t  cin2tlc-ia e ~ x - ~ ~ d o ~ . L i s . z c  ~ o i s t -  

in nor th-eca t~a~ 1621~ in s71yort af ';he ::~3~1ii  exd$ , ~ ~ y  ,73 :,,~sL 
ce free t;a pwtlclp-~%e in PJIXX.~LC; :=St t3 WIzi'z tho n~rthrslsr ~..?xca&os 
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76 
enem;ra s xwp2S.' routes i n  oen6ritl Italy. 

r,laa given 1;6, 7. 9rTority bec~,use ths first prarb.qxI-it3 02 ;":L s a c c c s s h l  

zcnt 02 o;qcriosity o - ; ~  tho G z r z n  acfendrg f i&t~*r forza, (40hcr.i,-isu, 

* 
mo ~rrea':lns 02 the EL' :*13 $0 b3  ~ c c ~ ~ ~ r p l J . ~ ~ ~ ~  b~.' 9esfzrs;ia; r$f rcr.rs"t on 

$30 L ~ ~ - m J  naQ fn t 5 u  t-Ar ca& Bg- cashin:; f.'1,518er f -.c"wpiaa, krtll-sc-rrin 7 

$.:a$.;, -,ir &s~so%s, r~-~i;,s;i on ri9,lr C?*cilf tlcs, aii hhag,-;r;. ?7 

In order t o  dostro:.. gl:na*e on t h e  .,~~rlhrd :a3 in tl:c -ir, L-LC ;-o7fifl 

mt3b Cer~:n 2riLrr':elCL~ m.1 ilmstc :nJ2 ntrb:Sc? ~ ~ 3 m t I 2 S  :ol:+n.?-, :nd i t r  

n-.:b73%~ ar-26-3 b33src  : :ad the i r  f i&t cgr zsoorta l:oqlL~j. sS*03t do:,n C 1 ~ 5 , ~  

~ ' l @ f  ora :.::li& c : ~  .o LT t o  vrst ;o"Yfnct~~!. l: t t2mz fro;: 2:-A eic k.7 ,if,Zieil 

bmb3rs. 

In S 3 u ~ t i n ~  i d;t cr fat t or3 SF m& a+:ll-baring glraLn the .ilrincf pal 

xttac'ztl ';~uI9 be u.3.e sn alrfr-s ~r:a;cAe S~ct~ss",~n--sb&E.~js 

:;h11a ii~ioJI:.tcl.:; Zree ip - .d  to &ozt r s r  thz G - J ,  tclss : r o a &  cs3et i t -~%a tho 

"pet F+A*O of the ~33.73  

31ie cAsfrc-zt ccatl..bly pl:cnl;c, ;era reLcctcQ bcc~u.2 tho t1:3 
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frc.quc,~:l:i r:cr; c l o ~  ts,y~t>cr in aac t-.ro:t crc:r, '@cc,31rc a 221-LS 

a3rGion of t h ~  total c.qsd:cfty ~ J ' L S  ?5t.~fri r;mL33 and 72.9 ccatj3r~iZ 111 r? - 
r c k t t l ~ o l y  czzll n%-*s:r sf l-rg? fr.ct3rll 2, bes :as? the S.J~L&~II; 

01 the;  ti:^ F T ~ ~ ~ - C $ $ O T P  @~CI ,S IJS "rv3flG +$YE 33th C? (1?Tfd~ &Hcc~  the 

I>:Z"G front-linr? ctrczfYfi (the 2sc,2.~%lg zlmts) :a3 :+ IsstAnz c1'foct 

(the c i r i r~tr ; ) .  Tan z i n  F2;.@t:s5rs t:em t o  be uta9nr,t sl~se-clrl&nc 

f i&t~s  ($1) ~lmts .  19 ihc. i3rlilci?,?,t:l ccntcrs af  S Z  production ::SF- 

ut 'Tiez~cr Z~~3i;&t t;sd ' " P " g e ~ f , ' j ~ ~ c  (thcoe t ~ i s  ZEI'C~ yroihccii 520 o t ~ t  of 
< 

~LJ:I 3 - i Q S  ' r pdr ~ m t l a )  m d  t533rszav ind C~or. Ciztf do olC :=-iZt s r q  

%ut ~ l + A f n  rtrl:drg Usimco of the 3 ~ 3 t h  ::as thk 3k;-Lefzzis cczgl~a:~. 

-r - nctsrlos 9 2  It,aL; c3so i~roC-lcsccl. spox2 2'33 S Z " r  g.?r 3331th. but thee 

::~Tu -3nt ly  I tali ,c_ :?lr:nez- !ZTo-;~g%ne f l,"hf;er (rz) jet-fiLjil",cr 

- :sraff7~e5f an cm-kercd ::romt .:,rl ;-i-d33& - ~ ~ A ' ~ ~ Q P ~ / C C ~ S ~ X ,  CCI"I::@Q~_IL%, 

14b.-q?l%Xf c:&ioScr~ -a8 F r i c d r l e ' n s W ~ .  GO 

A:, %aXL-bcr!rlil=; i ~ k - 2 . f  ry 71;:fsr C ~ I Q F C ~  bcc:au;e It .:xc o o m ~ a S ~ r t t  
I 

:%a 1x7 tS ~$1;' : A t h h  IXaIzO,  BCO, 1 S B  &b :yC! to i i; t:~'fi8 d f  ect n3t 0s;- 

:=lrcr:tTt but 212, tzd:~. , ~ C ~ L P ;  i;&?n, r<a6 ? r c ~ i ? i o n  Srrmtr ;~:en5~,  -a$. 
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tlii..t is, t11c dsztmrction of ,n. fe:: ckrefullg sc?kctc5 fn~lwqtrfes t:kiich 
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02 rb Irsl-p portf on 01 Q fa:; ;*it31 il;r;~strics t h * ~  if tle?rivr,5 of cr 
67 

::..~'dlcr sop t ion  02 nlrr;iar~>ur inAunt rio r . Hczac , ils cn~rrAsIng t320 

ct:a-b its P L  ind-usstr~ the CoXS3:dn~ '%.tee t k r  voro uzeb: 

1. Ha:* ritLd ic tho  CUrsct $7 itttr:: w a  of tho proriu7E7 

3. ;hr,Qpcrcentx;-e of o:dq%In-- sutpu"V au-t oe &ostsoyed Bsf~re 

t o  15va tha hcz~rlss ratar=ts tcxzets 902 t'ic& LASSIDD. 63 tk~t o r~z-i l~s 
39 

s c s l ~  of o.scratSonc :lod.b bc ~li:fntalnc&. 

5 c  lm:: O ~ O Y I  nr r t~ l ,  t k n  Cnc pozoncn5:: of t h o  f 2c;s o f  acttin; g? 

t i o r r r  f roa tho :I~diterrsncm :asu3Jr l ? ! ~ c  thc r*WC?nt -,gs oC i?sttr.r ~~;ir!!ht?r, 

v-oulr l  c X q a r r @  tli? C.'J ~ ~ E ~ C P ~ S ~ T Z  P1:'L:tsr r t r m ~ t % ,  :a;i 11vdL2 x,"c 
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- 
- ~ T , ~ L E C I ~ Y Y :  Sronhl  c:'atc:sc oTcr Csrmx, :-Lcrc?s ;drczcTt, fro; ths TX 

-.- , A X  "+A t,cen.t;a a-23aQ -iorcc Ccr~xa:. t o  63, ~2 r+rca its 22 3-f;crs ,and. X aef enses , 

a d  Tiftecntn, :;ad& grr ,%I.:.- dlrrqt ths C~r+ca fign$cr-c;lntral 2;-stet ; 

t;hcl,L, czrr;3nBlyr r l c t  sf thc ccr:an 3.;.\t-,or d t c  :%-$TI t l - . m l r  l ~ a t  

It 1;-.s O?I t n i a  a*rfi:;~iotie n ~ k e  Girrtt ths~ Tif-l;et;'n.!b b e s m  i ts  qcr,a- 

thc llediterrmcan Arli od Air F O T C O G J ~ ~  had a d l t ~ l o  fop 611 of it3 

cfr t~fac=:ort, etc.--m r=;tirs,p sf ,zrawsG 120,8Q3 f-T55*53 EE& 1E2,OCQ ?LZ 

9 2 
up om ti on^. ,it the 3cf i irnfo~ of 'i%vc~acr t k  VG-k8Z kz.tf 7, t3tb5!. 05 

2,423 e ~ ~ J x + t  CIJC~:.=, U T I . L ~ G  rar ful1o;:ct: 3-17 ezcra, 2X; 3-24 crcr-n , 70 ; 
$3 

2-25 cre;#s, 233; 3-3C crcW.o, 35:; fi&zes rilet z ,  1,019. Cn tho PC:.@ 

&:", 2 t : ~ l f Y ~  ZOTCC h2d in it, or aa xaxts t o  it, 3 @ O L ~ Z  of 
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7 CTobzr of r t e s m i ,  ~l-ncr ,-zG 'I t;roc=q 02 trosg ais"rl~rt;. >LO 

C i f  tea ~ { i k  liiia G ~ - - r a ~ ~ s  r_2 hern-ics L.W? 2 ~ ; r o q c  of f%;.:hters ,ar,C \;o12-d ~ , - t  

rmzr z%ntFtm, but it :rlR 0n1:* siack the ?ei-imin ; of the ItaliPa c: .~- ,~l&x 

thr,t %kc:- k.6 bc,.:-;m t o  :lla;- :ss zctlre rslc In ca~k+.+-&, L!-/c1iq MT: t :.- JOT 
s g r r L : t i ~ n ?  h ~ : d n s  corr: 1- to  in ?~jtc:5.xr rat1 crxl:- in ict.oi3t-r ir. c3rr.~c- 
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of :r~mii 2Lg ~ J T c x : ~ ~  (70 ~ Z Y  C C L ~  QS ?&ieh T:CTQ f i , : h t o r ~ )  n1.J m 

"7C.Y.EtL;J 02 l I G - 1 Z l  C G T X < C O T ~ " E ~ ~ ~  pl2TI~~b- :..1" 21~1- 1,87CJ ~3Z"tf~". ili L. 

- -  '3 
I OTL-;=UC~ fa& 2,373 in L ' r o ~ x m - ,  d ~ s o t  z1'l on ~ c - t r a l  ;.1;Ft ccn%*oy G~tie:.'~ 

T. "l Xn ;-o~ed*xr ,tt Ge%t.~hu& of Y~orl:sir=n z2ycrs j oine5. ?Gi~;. 2 ~ e  

f o w  cz~et-s r;Ack, co~2riccS tbu 3ctc,d~-ent F&& bcrn trc;2n~S. in thc 1:nfksB 
* 

~tn'cac,; an B Qcta3er 1%3, in :t curez:;ony ~ < t  23211n;_. :Ir1-c" , Fn-cident 

I o ~ c c v ~ l t  k d  falrzsJ.lp ;.,ccqto3 thqir cemices fraz t h e  S U ~ Q ~ - L L F ~ ~  

:-3acr:\.7cer rztl k:38 CLdicxzted f o w  2-2f-'c t c .  tbcir ux. Cn Bhcir arrival 

fn thc : : ~ d t t c - r ~ c  c a r I ~  in :*o;-c~frbcr thii:~  re, i-;sritzed t o  tho 375th 

:'DL%? r&::t-nt C ~ ~ L ~ I  (ETJ , the 1'aL8.1=;t her-::? b:z?arL$:nt 8:rQar.l o ~ j e r a t i n ~  

r s r ~ s r r c s ~ .  '' Die fow 1C12m crt r:c r-.rttc5~c".?:sd in f6-c~ rr- J or Acslanz  

!aarbri~ %kc cch 02 the Z - C ~  ( : ~ ~ ~ c ~ T / Z ~ - C U - ~ T  ;./D on EE 'Brca3,~r, Ssr"St o n  

--o--~ - - A ,+ +.her ?aC 10 F2~e-;?:er, :a& IIu2sb.x, on 15 f rcs~%er) in the c.Ju.i-:-e 

;ad C ~ P C ~ E ~ ,  T 3 t ~  in :21;y1~t *JP 12,r2bcb1, -@22ar h6z.:il okrrtc9 Ce~ard 2i--..f;~ 
* 

Var. r o s ~ s n - i * n $ l i t ~  of  the p l w l n e ;  ,mil. cstcnci on of air ~ ~ c r t C f ~ ~ i = s .  
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6-ak winL;  J t a l i ~ ' ~  ;if rSi$l,d 8 for r ( f f ~ ~ > l i n $ ;  as& r c ; s r ~ i ~ ~  D ~ D C C S .  If 

In ~ h c r c ' !  ;d  th Yfia yro;rerE of tho rnosu=G fcsrccs mil, if c o r c f S l e ,  tr? 

:om i n  tho u f t r  oi S t r ~ i c s l ~  &c:b of tlicre of ~scticzl." n n  rilites-z 

t h e  grfzlci::al ~3rs:;cnt of h~_3 .~~1  s rt rmL .;cd 171; 6 d id  r o t  eosc mtil  TOTP~;?DCF 

A ~1xe =?in rcc~soc--2nltir.lL;; %hl:rr mrc n o t  e m u  ,h tdrficlds t o  ta7:r. ezre 

for U ~ C ;  in tihe T q 1 L  t s txrc:k 2:sntcc?r;.ln~, C;:--sW c h i ~ o ,  lc~-d&iw~, 

of tho r - ~ a t l .  ' It -;as ?rfsc~ntl:- ~QGB~IIIC. t o  ~z;b~;ort t b c a  l?cr+q: ba;1:3er . 

of ~ G C + ~ ~ E . G  u? t9 1E. [ yo ipn  cliulG bc c?xcPI f o r  in the 3 c . 3 ~  ,cna Bcol 

Cn CorrEcr Torll* i f  rhtcr ficltlr - x r r  un&r constru: tf on, -2 L : a c e P ~ ,  

-'orca, ra<. C>JvZ (2 ) ,  P;L~ A:o bor~bsr f i r  ~ G F .  :;me bainz 'tzxi3-t; 2t GA?f csmtcci:. 

s a d  C F * T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ L ~ I ~ Z ~ .  >g tho ~mf.  of Foec:.Qr?r thms I'iclas : ~ u . l &  Be op~r:+ t i o x 1  
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-- 

:s116- ~r F r C j F E i  of e ~ n ~ f r z c t i o n  ~ ~ 6 1 1 ~ 3  TOT +,be ~ O V C ~ G ~ - , L Z D ~  02 U all- 

'be 0 ~ ~ 3 l c t b t l  f l I 2 7  194-2, ncoordin:: f t Pccsze~er e ~tE.:t~t~e--t:s-d!,& 

ccco~ra&-to 10 firhter L T O ~ ~  81x7 bo:iuvr ,Tas:$e ~ l u c  elczrnfc of 

Qsrt.,td ad. PY!, b.3;e1aau? on Csrclcr ;z=i ~5:-en a k i i ; ~ ~  9 r io r i  1:; sa 

t h z z t  YCC I-I%PL zs'truI.4 730 l a  yosftion t o  pl:ty n 1s"-rce rsla ftl t h o  :ifr 

ah:crc of t,ho pr~,dcets.d in~-.zion, of ~outh*.m 7r~'~nce (&or::.ticn STTI;), 

bat tka ?mild-LI &mlr?; Pezt;+2cr :ad AZWIT;- r:Aa c,oca:-l=r;t r< t r  rdes 3;: 
art 

llzc Bcclsicsrr f o Lr.m& tho : m i o  cpcr?t3.cn CZ~I:-C:~) I - . ~ P  i~ .T:L~'IE.T~.'" 

Cn P:jxdin3a, as of ec.rl~- Yo,:src;r'Yer, A i r  Ter~rlcc Car-li-lia2 unitg L-.d 

rq3,"Jr~fI CIPOUF~ ifold$ ~?xo~:E& Znc.s, Til l . fcS&o, P ~ C  i e o i a ~ ~ i t  t o  

1' &$-~7 .0ry?&t  2 

Css-2n.d. Ti? Jab 05 ion; ti;mill$ o3ti 25~1i:: -.: c o n s t ~ ~ c t i ~ g  
aviation 

na: one; urr thb? min l -md  nnL thn i r l rndr  :!as thc r o s ~ ~ n c i 3 l l i t y  of thy 
cnsPr.eern. t o  22 Qotobcr 1P43 dl, tS?r I!. 3. ::s-i- tl~r cn&nccr: in 

the ti.r,c.tcr ha& q&lr..:%ad w1f.r tha 3,3nf-r of: Lk;. 7:clfth ,..jY "OXCQ 

(-.--e % r d J  - 3 5  6';lr.g tabtf 3;3nc>?r FJ3: Air roroa Scrvic~ C ~ ~ i ; n d ) ,  :-ks h ~ d  

c f r . 3 1 ~  hccdd tlsc :kt~4ncer ?cci;Ton ?rLBctn t h o  P:clPth. On 22 3ctrbrr 

tho -Zir Torcc h.cine,?r Co=rmQ ( F ~ O T )  ;TLS n c t i ~ s t ~ l  -36 :.on tkc ~ t h  

.*., , -I.r r( a rn i , p+d  to tho P;;--IPth i d x  ?OFGO. Tlir nw~: arr~a~;c~czt'; t ~ ~ ~ : c  2 

corand stzttuc t o  %!IC - ~ : $ ~ c c s ,  ,F.T~? htr, rmtk.sr9t;- c%rti l t o  his xr.--o~- 

c ib i l i t ; -  for  t - 11  cirfireld cacst~:ctiozz, aad T ~ ~ C  it C ' P C ~ P T  for his to 

p - z s - ,  I_.-- - - ~ _  - . - 'WYT - . , 
i . . 

- I ,  
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432cn ::.3roi~$:a $or thc ,%ct Xtcl:., 2 - t  It:l:-, trxi3ini::-C?rsicz3 Y&.rL,h- 

ric~ni: t P ~ f  tho U, E. :hf$nel;.rr t x r e  rcs>onr i*~lc  for :.!-I zirlirld constr-lc- 

tion Tor glancs fo 2e u.xd bg :-:-Z c::cc,;t t 5 e  Zlcldc ?ai& rere t o  'Do 

azcd b;~ EL', t nc ro  'iso.ln5 tho rc?onci-oillt>- oaf tl:e %i t i rk .  1~1 

WC u. I n  Qckober, cftcr %kit; 33ri - o ~ g i a  r.mnr, 1-crc in 

a F 

:.l.ZicS PI ; s .~~  rxcl tes nuzzrizm ftcldn 5n tnr  .2ri3;1vL:?ril 5 d ~ ~  prcp:*rcd 

zsr ucc b ~ ;  -'.'dbJr 3;II -'L3 gL~,>n kbrs r~r--oarlSfli t ;-  of c>nstrictin: 

ra a't+lr,f ion ;:-.r sk-lnc rsLp.a-2inc 3 7 2  2; tf in e x  f errc 1 kfY. j . -"a rrr14~r)?r 
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02 lE-2; : E ~ r - ~ b a  w yiyc linr? s'rsr, :L?f rt.bo.lir* t o  roc_,  ::La csz.rlot;eA 

mil b e ~ x i  o p r ~ t i ~ z ,  - 3 ~ b r i ~  q~ to 1@3,0=l9 t7,110n~ 02 IG3-oztzrc ct.s$lixla 

I e '  q- thc tfzc! . - Z ' s  )zcr.t-5r.r ::ere r::,d;, t o  ~..x-c t o  t%';iy ZE*: 

ficaal-: in c-.stern 1 t-27 "Lhc ?rs-elc:i of I:f~~~ia:: taef s q ~ l l o b  r.nitn G?.F~- 

l ine  ~L-:C ,=brenip ~ C L C I ] .  80lri6d--*1%h a C C ? D F ~ E Q ~ %  rt9actfan f n tzmtg~ 

t o  bs oZf-l,o;cflcd :c.t -s,orts, br.cit"cl;,rslbuT-;tn~ rs:dr :nt r c i l o  oi t l e  

~Gw6.cn of im,iLln, r-~alinr-*. 

l ;-~Pl;c-Sj.nt. e m  B ; x ~ c . ~  --L:: n 3 r ~  set ;? th? c z c t  ~ x r t  of O ~ X C ~ O C - ,  

- 
r3uUain= ikon rzr,tFr---+no od.2 ~s;oi'*. on kha~t z"fo--t~ th3; OQ.T~~,C.X ;~TOUI;& 

C : i  r.sn:*cd.n. I S Z Z , ~ ~  ;;-:.C C:I t : x  ef t~~3 l .1  T ~ ~ c S  at ~ 3 1 ~  C. In s i n t :  9rt3.n~ 

Y?iwc l lncr ,  :mi -9i.c ?:-rt4c1:1~xl;- in uLlirz +kc d~-.coalilrsl.. t i c  air- 

,..- 
A ~ c l d n ,  ,'lr S r r ~ i c o  C?h----nt' crrrric5 tho rcr:on:ibf lit;. Za-bli thn QD $ns :rg 

' r x 3 1 d  2 c r v i . c ~  C.>rs-,t~J :;we zZh!.c t a  ruppli.r3i-n'c tL~5.r a-TL l%::il.Lbfl csrrswel  

+?n_r?~r.B in a e r r i c i ~ ~ :  Ti c2bo ~xii hrwX!.iny ~ ~ ; r d l i n c ,  o: c$l. o;-ln: T .  d l  
I 

n ~ l ~ c r r ,  05' Yrcn& art: tion cn,$r;cxo on Corr ic~  : zit3 Q: url~; L:,YCC 

I?u;~~cT: of 1f;:;LLfa PU.;':: in Yertb :Xrlcr, 1"c:-, ;lid ?,rCi&,. 103 . 

2 i . i~  dcve309'~cnt oi' L ~ Y  Iczor:: ir:. I%sly n2t sp2;- 

c ~ c ~ t c r i  ti16 ~ P O D ~ Q J S  09 nlri'iel8 @onssri.ction nztl trhs ,  nup--l;%n:; 92 ;;rzct- 

lino bat 2359 the ;ii*~blc, of h,fiXLin~ _;sc2~l icc  f o r  thc rdr fcxcoc. Zi~a 

l z f  tcr problez ILLS pcc-fli:~r ons fn h~r-xtern I t d : .  lIhort  me:^ vas t o  • - cc ZL &*c~t ~ Z E C  for the US-YG. k t  it I:LE: Q E ~ ~ C X  tifii~ ~ u r i ~ r 3 i c t i ~ l n  of t?~r 

the ,",iericar: would not ectz%lf rh I: brse srctfon fsr 21 zrlJlng s q p l i s ~  

ce,ls;l 1 3  Ja>~-lrl .IT, *~ltho-ckt 3ztbZch coxion i t e m  :lere ,altol;et&zi- 

,- 
\-I - I d'L 
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croon3 isrces ~ c r ~ 6 c e  pr~"omt,I bu% a ~z+rt  crf Shc r.lx foreit; 5XY$td5~r%&b;tr, 

f o l  d e r  :;2y ~ z L S ; : ~  i n  O ~ t o o c r r  ~,EC Shc cad of thc pe,r ::XI --q@y3.ng 

rip 3ir force3 :dtii e o ~ a n  It,=r.s frb3~i ~ ~ ~ c x ~ - L z L . ~  o f l i c e  c , '~;r~r~A?u-- I W I I I  2ad 

&U;;IO in m d  +tra7111 l 23rf. TCY ~ ~ : * r i ~ t i ~ r r  - in tho eedit err-mP,m thrct lr 

3 * , h h 1 A . ?7X30sii't,!- L r , i E i f i e ? ~ ~ 2 2  :13,1'C 

B=XL~~~?L by X I  -!IS2 :;cad ccr*i>im of  it^, vztltr :&ich :.:re? ~tx,ltPranel on the 

3. TI:&!.. 1CG Cri,-lrx1lr, i S  3 u r 3 .  b c . ~  gl,med f s ;;o-,v t i a  tnLlrc; ;GI 

Bs~~be;. C P  -anC t o  P1163 lc,lawJ r:ithtn t;n r:sL:a r:ltlrr it f 211--eo G=. t3 ;st 

- u l t c ,  s ~ ~ ~ e o l z l l y  ~53r.i;-r-n,~> -lIhit~, TS 2:s for:.1;1^3, L=. p ~ z s i 3 l e  ~t tl;u 

-A 
S' 

-- 
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&.*- ' A. ua bxor:  PO fWthc?r e A ~ c  2 l b;,- thc Tilr't::$2c c* b e ~ l l n ~  l a  s;trc?;;fts in 

1 tttv. 3 Lz b b S i  CQI.3 re'~sut :srtll;r ::s t h i  L++ '31" clcr~a 39s::- i~ 
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GOTO +a %;.c,tm 8 3  a l l - l a  ns-;r;lr t a  its tc.rl;.:ic, ~ b t b  gartr: 21::s :*,$Its m.2 

01 02er:9tioas oil be1;"aI.f of tk t~  pouna c,xi~,.ikp ia Sttdy cad thc Sc~~bineG 
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I i~c  pzlncipal ~ ,caa .q i i  c L l ~ n t  r :.zro thz ct cot~trra or' 21~,Sxo ,ad tsns,, 

,*,.upmct, r.,rl& forcia-; of $;LI: C X J ~  bac'z ccroc: :hs C~rl i i ; l i rmo In ths 

Lin$ux-~o xoztm.  In tha last tt;0 ;:3c*z5 ~ l f  t h ~  r3zth thc X f t h  md2 vlr- 

t ~ 7 . ~ ~  n3 a9c+zm;-, t ' l ! ~ ~  :-c,4,bb3r %?La.: 23 FtA tbzti; cvi.n r ~ t r o l  cctiv-1 t:- 

h 3  t~ St; cmtn4tc;9. 

her th;. ::mixm IZIIT of tht. t2tt1.r leno 2-*zt" 01~22~8 n?:~ ULCSS: 

:+E& P - 3 1  s 'hit at ~xi .= ~ 3 o i z r 3  'Itmzfro, 7,vair:~3, Qejln~tr~a, C n ~ z i m ,  
* 

Terr-,cZm, Scz-ro, &;T obher :-oink r :.aj:.c~at t o  .the b:r.EtS~ 1in0. 
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- ! O V ~ : L I C ~ ~  of nvn LIIE~ ck37XL US. ilttcdrs; :--re tiolLwrod rl-: J u ~ t  bri 5 ! ~ 6 7 ~  

bola-: '3ntw33, at ron t~ : so~zo  ma2. TLciec:b9izz-: (23th nc9X C ~ , " , ~ i l l r 7 ) ,  C Y ~  ill 

r- ,notlchl. ? - s o  :;cat lor rok-ia 7ck&~3~:: in bhl: 53zttle zaao cn& 

fn th~?  rcsx  nrcss. In F_LT%~CTJ~,X ,  TOLLZS i r L ~  .D~c~~~.20n&at;e;s . i b i u ,  i a B  

D C ~ T  I r~*ru ia  :ail 03rzia3 n:crc ~ ~ 1 6 ~ 2 .  -?kile the zs~cx.i.nts of cnixly reici- 

i 3 r o e ~ ~ ~ 1 C 3  in to  &ha o~,:;lr,lsl. sccLar rare hL.~9rc8  ?-?a ~ t t?&: .~  on ra-ii.: 

~Toimd 9crraclm. Ik-ae 3i lc ,  -"A-23 n , q,+x?::t%n; rLt nizl?t , t x h 3  r>:,+l~ 

n-dlr:?;-%, ' ~ ' ~ h i s l . ? ~ ,  : .n 7 15me :a m@3~., 

I- ~ i 3 . m ~ ~  a f  reC72~53g %hc C 2 ' r  s " l ~ ~ 1 ~ c r - 3 0 ~ ~ 3 ~ ~  c.fLort 3.-Z.4f r h \ t  

@i 2 t e r n ,  Ysrrcrct , rarX T~rqg iu i r~  rls2i cldz,  dc~krs:~-iu~ _;T dr~-*:'ln,: 13 

2l:;nx cjn thu ,~ausm% ,m13 t h e .  In thc r ~ i r ;  cmd ;c1LSn._:tox*s :,ttfiAdrc& ?.lsr,d 

f 2 ~ -  T . E T C P A ~ * . ~ ~ ~ ~  ::i.i;h , ,mG ras~i! t 2. 

Pmizr:; thc scwrrd :amT: sf The -an", Es'ac;ri :.72,5t",r.2 Intcrferel *:i$'s. : I S 1  

1 1 1 ' 1  
-.*a O O U ~ ~  ti.3113, 013~1112 tht-m as:-a an td;, 8th m;l 1~2th cr:cc~>t %'or e f vr 

YaLtfire s ~ r b f s s ;  but d ~ - , > l t c  tk1.5: ~ I % ~ F P ~ ~ ~ C D C U  f f j $ ' l b ~ : ~ - ' b 3 ~ ~ ~ 1 t , ~ ~  got in 
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Pnie: the l r+- t  t:;a r:a;o':n of  t%c zonth thc ::,-:..tker ;:;.Q CD Imd %>-,r 5 
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~rhcn qcra t ionr  ::ere sls s IIW~:,~, ccr2.c. Cn +h-.t C:.:: a7r.a-t  ?'!I &eibe3- 

r51-a y;i.ikrialc -;arc fE"lla:,x, r~?i*i 3 X i - n t c r - ~ ~ ~ T ~ a r  z i i r t i t z  ::i.re c A ~ 2 n  ~ ~ ~ l n p - t  

thfk 'hriJ.._:c~ i't F Q ~ ~ C O O T ~ O  :ad 3 2 2 .  Zmc Phrl 2-2 t i t r a q j ~  the 

25th tt:rr ::ent3a;r :cr: na bot tor  t:?z.n f.i: 1;..8 bcen +.n tho 1srs-rio1.w ref-;n 

2zr.c. I:lj:!cc=~r, L: f6r:- .:~ttz.dt? 7r3rtT c ~ r ~ l l m 3  ciut, ~.3t;*bly k.7 I-%O1c T* : ~ i n ~ t  

r0?~8s m d  ctre)tle;-raint ." n?rkI;,.~a~$ of 7. -r:;frs <-ail 2;- ; L S G  r ~ f . ~ i t i ~  t ~ Q X ~ L F  

&m? -tm-,i tisnc $02 2;: C - ~ c s i n ~  m G  apixlrt tlaz doc'rc a c l  rci2::;t;- ;,;-.J.&- t 

Ck7.-1 tc,~eccti lc.  

Cn the ZXh,  27'33, 'mil. 35Bh th  :;e?tlscr -:cir b.;tter c a d  Izcticcl 

r*d&@ C ~ L C ~ G  j . o~ i t i onu  in thc :~;T-wQ S ~ C , I ~  ns-r ":A .,3rscLr~ (soxtherrt 

a' Cssa-Lr;~). :-ah3 rfath ol t'cr\*@%crl anB ?:+2-antar,f, box%538 b,~.t.i;'LcZi.:lS 

ylg.:;d~, h i t  tho ~ L O ~ T E :  C$ C~T~~:LTCCZ~Y~S~, ~il;d cfir..c 2 aarri r,% t l ik ~:crf, c;bi",st 

~2111-:y rxd jrm_zctionc ~@Zs;r Eor;o, :,t t:cc fo r fd~cn  e ~ ~ t b - x . s t  sf : l n . f ; u * ~ ~  

(i";;6di:.t~ly. rae3'l 0-5: :*'Iliel trmjas), a a A  "~t :nai> L . T ~ ~ P .  :& nii--~~t 

-sfttons kXtrs;ao3 cnc::;; r;stc?-,ez&o In t a p  rei'x. Pain * . )  - thee3 t3rs,, b?: ;-r: 

Y,-.atic:tP1r: Pi~.n%srr i m ~ l  f l ~ h t c r - b ~ ~ b ~ r z  fls?t:7 P ~ D U ~ Z C ?  2E~3 3ort5ing " r f ~ ~ i o n r  

-34 tm c y z l  nm3f:r ~b def ~ ~ l r ; i ~ t ?  p-.tF31~ ?ad f i -h t~r  c % : 0 ~ 3 2 ,  t he  Is,ttfzr 

~x~uCLI~ c-a~r : fmt in~  tn s..tr;tfIr:: cttao'r; :  on vofidcles. 2-0 nircraft 

rrere eaco~mleroa. 

@a t h e  29th +ha ~ G Q C E  ~zezther c o L T ~ ~ s e i l ,  pad on th.$t &-- cad the 

a ?  c t  I?xioL l a r ~ . i ' b ~ r  '7ccti ca l  r, ox, ~ r .  : tiact: orrr %he 

;1-ri$i rli .9,:iPth 2 ~ -  seetjgr ;:mc rst rS:qrc@t~*~ly 6lff  r rent Prar, Ldl:,t t2-e:- 

:'ere OTCT the L,'CT t53m Lq~l f  ol' I t ~ J ; i ,  b ~ t  ~ C C  w:? tki~ I*G?~W~'T T":;c C D E C ; : ~ , ~  

bet tor  mtl b c ~ a i a : ~  r- ~ L c L c - I ,  ~ f i t y F I  : ; Y  UAC on 'c~?~fA2' oP the Y;&a 

*->-- *- 
;---Ti --. - 

b" " v--*-srS. > A,--.-- 

/ - ) *. 
- - 5  
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Iccrnic ; t Z ~ e  seca~d r c t  , C X G G ~ ~  far 3 ICF ;irs.l crc~ck- .:t Cr.zyL~nc , :: ,r 

- ,  
%%tin2 qIt Frelr-3l2, --wc5, r.rG C a l ~ r i z c .  mt; 31.~3: rrt C z ~ e l l a ;  ,sr*. ..-EL 'r: 

P 
3 
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the Sangra Ever ,  shipping in east-coast harbors, tanks an& ueMcles 

northeast of Bvei;za;no, trafna and transsort in tiha Aveazho-Suholzj .  area, 

laf era1 r~ai ls  and vo&cles i n  the Pescara-Ancam arm, aircraft on tine 

Iesi  2.d dZ1Con.a L/Gss, gem ponitions below litessa, m d  inilitarx "oillets 

60hn the b p o  Elver ne,w 2acc,*xaso; li&t Uombcre attacked gun post- 

tions at CasteZrren"uo (on the ene~+'c l e f t  flank, across t h e  Sangro) 

md the railrussy station, troogs, and *a in a d  around Pdlena (betrieen 

the Sasgro anf! Sullnona) , the Palena ogeratlons being varticulrrly  hen^,^ 

and successful, with nore am 120 sorties being flown. 

En fhe third weak of the month the weather coatinued t o  be a lidt- 

t o  giro sozc close a q p r t  t o  the ground Lroo2s, tmd Spitfires got in a 

fair nmber of bomb-line and d e f m s i ~ e  gatrols. Almost al l  of these 

aotivitles were imsdiate2y in the battle area. Frcom the 16th throw 

tae  XlUI oprat ions wara over the left flsdc of the 2ighth j r . ~  i n  o&er 

t o  soften xesistaace t o  the advance of %he 8t;h Indian Mvision: fiater- 

bon3aro went f o r  gm positions r s t  Archi an& Poraao and straw-points at 

fdvi  nondoli ,and 3 a ~ r e ~ .  , while li&t bombers pomded posi tions around 

RiviaoniloL3. On the Zlst the attack -was shifted t o  the right flank, 
1 

PAOls coins for targets 3% Santa %ria and Pog#ofiorifo and Zaltirnores 

bonting ~ o s P  t i ons ~011th of Fo ssacosf a. Tnese opoxzti ons IWXQ -oreLirdnar? 

to the drive which the 3 & t h  m a  about t o  lamoh scrosT the lover S,wgro, 

On the ni@t or" 22/23 ;;arm3er, the TAghkh crossed the Sang~o near 

the coast an& 36 horns later had established a br3d:ehead slx miles 

Long an& a die deep. On the 1efZ of' Ch5s 
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crossed *he Smgro abom Atossa a d  had reached the $an Angel0 area. 

Farther down the Z i m  o f  the S a n g o  v e v  l i d t e a  progress vtfa~ mile above 

Castel dt S-o and east and south of Kifedem. 

In cooporation with this general movonant against the S a n g 0  l ine 

ZacLicd. mde &I a t r o n ~  effort t o  sof tez  resistance ;znd supsort tho ad- 

vanqe, Crr the Z d  alitacka were delivered ttp.inst defeasive gooftions and 

concwtra+iona i n  the fian 1"nriz Imbaro, Lauciano, W B  yossacesln sectors, 

nU. a&Jncent to the coast whero tho man arive was being made. The 

ayers~%ons were by 3-35's, 2dLthorrss, znd P&'s, with the last also 

gofag farther afield to attack r a i l  and road novencnks in  the b c o m  and 

On tho a d  baa weather stoppea air  operation^. buk the next b x  

8-25's boxbod the a m y  wound. Smta :;aria m d  7ossacesla i n  an attack 

described 'by the Isround troops as llmgnif%cent, a d  nore t U  120 ligaC 

boabers anil P-.2?11 s Sixect support t o  t roops  : ~ i c h  had crosses the 

Smgro, DIr;ing this geriod the G e .  offered o ~ o ~ i t i o n  only once, a d  

th3.s was 3y two EX-3.901s, one of w h i c h  * a s  shot down, 

Brwd the 25th to the night of the 31th the Ii@th i smy was 'busy 

oonaolihtfng 9ts podt5ons aorosn the Gaxrgco preparatory to continuing 

its drive asainst the enemy, W n g  this stage Tactica2 gave excellent 
I 

sqgort  to the hound forces. and light bombers smashed at de- 

in more than 4% aortiss, P-4Qfa flew a.lrnos$ 4$3 sorties against t a g e b s  

rn the aane areas, with a lesser effort against Gasolf, farther soutn. 

Gxonnd txosrps confirned tihe fino rersutts achieved oy the Fombers md 

*, 
I .. 
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a kcellent caver waa given to %be adviwing t r o w s  by fighters af 

P D ,  v ~ n f c h  destroyed eight enen37 plkvacs, pxo'bablp destroyed ons, and 

-ged eight,  fox the loss of two g lae s .  IIe~adl-Ale, 63 3-35's effac- 

tive2;r bombed the road mi3 rail bridges at Guilianova and 36 more hit 

Tie II/Y 1 s at Cidfzxtova (born places be2 ng op %he caaq 'oetween Ancorn & 

fiater-boixbera. Ilewwhile. B-2St s went for the LI/Yfs and harbor at 

,'incorn Etna, on tne nz&t o r  the 26tb, Bostons attacked some 33 vehicles 

south of Pescara. 

On the night of n/28 the 32ghth ArwT launched an aasau3.t i n  the  

castem half of i ~ s  Une. driving hard against %he enewyr o winter l ine 

on the hi& a o m d  overloo!:ing the S,ane~o ~ a g e ; r ,  Tie Geri;laus oousltes- 

ntt;rtcked fiercely but the Litgut11 stopped the attacks m d  by the end of 

30 >?ovmber had %&en Fossacesia , Smta !&ria, !iozzagro,pa, P.ouzi~oLi, 

.?ad the whole of the M& ridge domincting the mlley. In tags ogera- 

t ion the ground troops recoived tremendous help from 5 h c t l c a l ' s  planes, 

The German fZnas oi the r5dge:es alxr4qdy had been vroxked over by '?1SF, 

out on the 28th, 29th, and 30th its bombers and fietex-BomBsrs continued 

t o  nomd then and t o  hi* st key points in the Germ defames. Lasciaao, 

Fosaaaesia, %%a Zhrta, Xoooa,md CzsteL-Erentano bore the brunt of the  

assault but attacks also Irere mde on concentrations nenr Guardhpele, 

BasoLi, md O T S Q ~ .  In these sttaak3 t h e  Allfad day 3ombera f l e w  

nxowd 403 sort ies ma the fit:$ter-bombers zZe1313 d 1 6 0 &  600. SO severe 

trero tne attacks Bbt  the Germs ware u b l e  t o  mss e n o w  troops t o  

deliver heavy countarblo~~s, arid the ~vay waa paved f o r  the FL&ta's drive 

through %Be win%er line, 
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and Pescara) , while by ni@t A-X) s aontinued their attacks on road and 

rail movmenta and targeke of o ~ ~ o r t d t ; y  t o  the north of the battle 

area. 

m i n g  the ~dlon%h Tactical 1 s operations znclu&e& a nmPer af: a c t i d -  

ties other than its mAn one o f  working with the ground forces. Attadss 

were mde on vessels in east coast harDora In order t o  interfere wlth 

a node of German t~~ansyortation ~hfdh naturally increased as Allied bom'b- 

Zngs further interfered idth l a d  comuic3.~ions.  A t  nfght aostons and 

1IosqyAfoes went as far north as Pad= and Ferrma on in%ruder aissions 

against t m z ~ t e ,  rairrmys, roads, vehicles, and briag~s.  E a ~ d  02>eratfons 

al*ong both coasts were aided by diversions :hioh inoluded 'oonbings cad 

the dropyfng of f h r e s .  Fhubarbs, escorts, patrols, ma photo, fzcticcl, 

and weather recomeAssance nfesZone rrere fLobn regdlarlg. To m a2~recfa- 

~ l e  extent a l l  of 5!aotica11s nlssf ons were conditioneii b y  the weather. 

This was particdarly true of its missions over the Yugosl~,dzn coast,  

for, as a general rule, these were flo-m whw operations over ,and north 

of tne batt2o zone wore I in i ted by bad weather. rZhe prinoigal IlllssZons 

sc~oes the Adriat3.o were against the m b o r  and shipping at S$l i%,  these 

~aing Doabed and strafed a nm'oer of tims by B-25's, L a ' s ,  P-4u1s, 

e a d  33altizoros. ::et:=ovic also c a e  frr  for a large nwber of attacks, 

vri ,mrily because of the concenfratf ons of e n u q  ve-dcles frequently 

foaad. in %he v5cinity; one of the nast ~r~ccessfuL of d l  the oporzstians 

over Pugoslavio, was near I4efcovie on 6 fTovember when 2-QU ' s destroyad 

40 l-I/rj! and hmged 5i). Other places vhSch received s_neclal at tent tan 
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were the harbor and. shippinp= at Zzra, the docks at Durxzzo, and tize 

narbor m d  I!/Y~ s at S i b d k .  Large nwoera of sweeps and armed recces 

aJso were mde a l o n ~  the coast. 

iWrSng>?o~enUer S%rate@c1s operations were on a snal2er scale tba 

at a,nr tiae since the Funisfan c e q a i g n ,  tts tonnage dropped beins less 

than one-third wh2t tt bad been in ~eptember.' The reduct3on was due 

ia part to such illCernttl conditions as the reor@ization atitendant q o n  

the creation of the Fif%eenth ant! the r~oving, or preparing t o  move, or 

w Z & s  t o  Itnly ,and the i s lzsds .  mese natters, holfetter, were nfnor. 

5% pincxpnl, thin5 w ~ c h '  cnt & o m  on opepations was tne weather,' which, 

2s already notea, was consistently bod. One resurt of t h e  poor lrrnthar 

lras tha sa f t  of - 03 Strateg3c1s missions f ~ a m  CHI targets to lines 

3 
of comdcat ion  In I td .~ ,  wnim meant tnab SrS' was sqqortfng the opera- 

t ions 02 TA3 on behalf of the ground c q a i @ .  Xa v5ew of the uiff icir~tg 

waich the Plftn pad X@tn Araies had in ~ ~ k 2 n g  WY- agxecfable pxogresc 

d w n g  I;ovmber it was unG~uutedl;. t o  their  ~tdvi*n%aga that  the shift 

Lfnes In attacking lines of comunicztf onl-and 

other tcarget s--Strate@ was sided during ::oveDber and tnereaft o r  - 
~rqroved weabner forecasting. This was made poesiule By daily weather 'T 

reco&saace flights over nor twrn I tab-, sou%heru Bancs , Corsica, 

-the A d r i a t i c ,  fibanfa, m d  southern Greece. The rtrfsaions were flown oy 

fBY pilots using P-38 Is. 
6 
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Btxako&c*s attacks on l ines of comnicat ion were ilireoted largely 

amfast raxkwa:zs in northem zsd oenkral Itzlr. Dere \;ere seven nain 

lines tk t  were important t o  tho lJrrjntonccnee oS %as G e r m  armies: 

1. Roae-ELoronce 13irsc%issiza Line 

2. 2oneSlsa 

During l?overawex each of these l ines ,  with the exception o f  the 

',hrseflles-&no&, was Blti by Strakegic, the =in targets ~ e i n g  !!/Y's 

mi! bridges. !This represented a can~itlat ion of the enplusis revealed 

in September attacks, trMen had. been, mostly a-dnst :v!! xx' s ,  and in the 

October program, th5ch had besn ceuiiered on aridges. 

on 1 l7ovenber and ran thsough the 6th. Tae Veezano railway b r f d ~ a  (near 
8 

Sgozia) was attacked; the Tiareggzo ~ l / Y * s  (near Piaa)  were severely 

f&mafed; e;l.rpexSnen%al law-level attacks were made bp 3-1 t 1 s on three 

sections o f  the west-coast railwar betweon Cecina and ITantzalfa di Castro, 

nits being soared on the line 8.nd ndjacea3 hi&~~ra~s: ;;ellingtons @ 

75 t o q s  of botn'bs i n to  the II/Y1o at Orte; n few 8 - l r  s attadcecl a bridge 

O t d e t a ;  P-38 I s  h%t the railvnp riaduct at Permi a d  low-level. bonbetl , 

a rai~?a:- bridge near 2mqufnin md one below,Orvfeto; and 24 3-2Grs 

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958 
www.MtMestas.comwww.MtMestas.com



want for tho  !Iarscinno railmy brzage, south of Porngia, but  missed t;hc 

target, Ehe results of these misszons ranged froa outr%&f fa%lure t o  

extreme &mago, tho average being pod. 

h e  nzssim Guxin~; tne week was not against railways--36 3-26's 

attacked Civitavecchla haruor, mttlng rr merchant vessel and small craft. 

From the 6th t o  the LOtn Strakeglc passecl up tne r a i l ~ ~ y s  ror fndus- 

t d n l  targets, But on tne lOtn it retwrne8 t o  Llnes, o? cornmanication and 

con%inuad t q  ~rork on then throug the 1Gtu. me heavlest attack in t h i s  

period. vms delivered on the 10th by more %ban 15 S-ires tnaotrcer 25 were 

t m e a  back by weather) a,dnst BoZzano. l!ne heavies dropned 2l.u tons 

of 5W-pound. bonbs, rendering the L a largelr inopernttve , cutcxug tue 

l lnes  t o  Innsb~u~k Callendo, sLi&tly danz#n~ a railway bridge, 

a d  re&aterinp: dfrect Lllts on a roict bridge.' Two of tho Fortresses 

were destroyed, and two were reported mssing. 

khe other b y l f  &.t, e t t ad r~  of the period cme on the 12ta. A.l1 were 

delivered by B-26 s , operati oac being greatly hmered bg c~ouds. %e 

ra i l~~ay  bridce north~rest a f  I fontd to  dl Castro was attacxea, and %he 

tracks couth of t h t  form and be1o:r Ornetello were considerably anm3ged. 

,it night ',:al?iagtons went f o r  milway bxiLges northwest of Fane, 

east of Florence, south of Pisa, and southeast of Gertoa. Cirect hits e lrors claimed fn each case, and t ~ c l c 1 c ~  Were dmaged. A l l  of these attaclzs 

were by sm3.I eroqp~, but on the n%@t of 12/13 a larger force m d e  a 

succeaaful raid on tne Prato :f/ X's, north of 'Plarence, 

!feauv,kile, S-lYIs ~tmk at the a t b e o r  rail~roy .v2o6mt, near 

CLmea in southern Fr&-snce, cuttinc $ns tracks and. U&;ay north of the 
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~iaduct. :ieUin&ans alao attacked the viatiuot, as woU, as a railwzr:: 

3rlago over the Tar Fiver, norfa of TBce. 

=om the 14th Co *he 22d Strategic encountered unusnalS bad weather 

as w e l l  as cone codtrzents in the Leean, so that oaZy on the 16th snd 

3 l s t  was it aPXe t o  operate a~-Ziast lines of coraunicntion. On %he 18th 

half of n force o f  48 B-26's were able t o  rdach the Grosseto !:/~ls where 

ther inflicted coasiderabl~ dramage on shelis , sidine,s, f raight :sr&s, an& 

warehouses. On tke 21st S-BB1s, hit the Cfrritzvecchiz dock area and two 

veseols in the harbor a d  tonbed the !I/Y'S at Ol~fuai. In the k-bter 

attnck the Gs offered one of its f c ~  chelleazes t o  Strate&cla oFera- 

tions during 270ver5~er, seniUnf; q about a dozen fich.t;ers; tha medfws 

and their eecortf n$ 2-88 s sno t dorm one eneny plane pad ~ , g c d  three, 

losAng one +38, On tho stme b y  Stmtedc mde on8 of i ts  few attacks 

q 63 t h i s  tiae on CIS~WY rear c~munimtions on tho e a t  coast tlhen 25 

B-96ls s t r u c k  at tho rozd and rail t r idges at 3Cm~ (betr~een &cam and 
t 

Fdniini) , drop2ing 43 tons ma scoring Cilreet kits on the s i b  of the 

rai l1.';t9 b d  dk;e. I 

013. tae 226. 5tmte::ic b e p  the fourth mc! Mnal pmse of i t s  

l:oveniber operatrioas qainst r a i l  15r*e~. The attacks c m a  interufttentl;. 

t o  $he end of the month, vere m d e  ~ ~ r ~ ~ i n s t  three i q o r t a n t  lines, the 

Qenoa-Sz eezia-Fane, 3010 @c-Florence-Eone , and east-coast rau%es, aad 

involved some 160 sorties by heades and more than 225 by mediums. On 

the west-coast Line dcise Cedm xailxmy bridse, -t&e 1,350-foot ,  Xl-syw 

Eecco viadwt (southeast of G e ~ o a ) ,  Cirosseto 1'/91a, Cimgino r~Jlt!337; 

,junction, azld 3 miL;.as "DriCge c7 3 v o r  below lsrosseto 

- 
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were attacked. On %he 3ologna-Fame l ine the Z/Y's and bridges at 

Grizzana (north of +bezz;o) and. .the rail center zt F o l i s o  (bett-een Crte 

and lacow) vere hi%. Along the east-coast line heaqr attach were 

delivered i n  order t o  ~ r d r , r n  the enez~y's stroni: resistance t o  %he a & t h  

,lm,y's ~ u s h  across the h , g o  33ver. The principal attacks were rgejnst  

the Finin1 I!/Y's a d  bridges, the 80- railway ~i~ tc luo t  (north of 

FTrieste) , and trre railv~e:.- bridges tit Cesaco , Seni~:c?.llia, a c t  T'alconare., 

northwest o f  Ancorn, Fae F&nin;i ruissi on was f lorvn by 3-17 ' s, the Doma 

raid 3y P136'a, znd the attacks on briGges abo-ce kncona uy lotr-f3ylng 

4 s  As a result of these assaul ts  a~ainst  railmy6 w9deqreed 

-,ge 1-s caused on eaoh of the three lfnos. %'ha attacks wbre vfrtually 

ano-g$oscd by eneny figaters. 

fiy the end of the mnth the attacks on Iinec of comWct..tfon had 

been sufficfently productive for General J2serhower t o  feel tbt  once 

the Allies were north of xorce 9t woulb be posaible f o r  A+& t o  hee3 the 

Gemens from bringtflng in m y  klnd of sup~lfen, ,and that with 50 sex cant 

good weathe; the lines could 'be cut a d .  k q t  out, 
10 

j4.3oriocr m l v o ,  ~uring the nonth Strate@ c iovnil it 

pocsible t o  i n i t f a t e  one 1,arge a d  3mortant miafi2on n~aisst an eneny 

xi&.t;er-produotion plmt aad deemed it a d d  sable to sen6 out several 

expeditionn a&nst enemy airfields. 2hece were d e s i e e d  to c a x x ~  QU% 

the primctry mission asairpet3 t o  13LQ asd t o  tho net! 2iffeenth A i r  ?arcc 

at thf s time, Wtne sttaiment of air euyier~cx thro?~gh countexdr-force 

aperstions and the dast mction of  the eneray' s aircrr.ft product2 on. 1 1 1 1  

*- &- 9 ' " ~ 2 & = 7 Z ? ~ T g . - i i - i i  

tl A ' 4 ,a, F+-T-=---.--v 
\&-I$ --.a 

\ 
K d - -  - > -w37d 

7 -  
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Vhe i n i s ~ i ~ n s  a@ins% eneny z S ~ f i e l d ~  a lso  gave extra protection t o  

Allied ground m a  air forces ,mil mep2ing against eneny figbters and 

~ombem, not only in i t a ly  but In the Aegean. The aurrber af  camtor-air- 

force ogerat5ons. ag note6 above, I ~ S  limitea 'by weather. * The blow a a n s t  tb enewjrls yroc?uction of fightor planes was strua 

on 2 Kovcmber when a hi&y successful 1,60U-~ii2e mission ~ia0 B o ~ . n  

agatnst .rf onerr Zeu~t&t bg Strats#~ s heavies. %e imeSriately lprnviotm 

r.ttac!r on 24 Ocat;ober ha& been ImgeI~ wasted because of a complete over- 

cast, tho 169 headus having to bomb b y  dead ri?&=oning o x  attack mobsemed 
/ 

targets of op?ortunity in *he vicinity. b e  ,>ovember nission nore than 

&;he blow v1e.1 stxucl: DY 74 3-1'71s and 38 B-24'~~ escorted by 72 

2-33 1 s, a d  327 tonrr of bouba were dropped. Ffioto reconnnlssance showed, 

.in particular, that n laxge aircraft assembly shop in the Iiessersclmitt 

factor;. mc; destroxed Psil mo.thcr b m ~ e d ;  trro fli&t hangars were 

destroyed ~urd one Wnzged; 13 aircraft on tbs ;Zener ~~eastadt/Yord air- 

f 9eZd rmre &-aged; h e a ~ j  damage ims caused t o  large w-chine and assembly 

shops in the Menncnel and S o h  nsd the ~ t e p ~ ~ a i m l e x - ~ " u c h  trorks; and 

i+oun&ries,, storage sheds, a d  offices were destxo~ed or W g e d .  
12 

* 

On this nission Strategic got a coed concepfion of tb importance 

whtch the  eneng attached t o  h5.n fi&ter-production fadl i t ies  an& of h5-s 

willingness t o  defend his k e ~  fplstrrllntfons with large forces of fi@t;ers'. 
S 

detween 220 and I b O  enemy planes, including Iie-1GY s and 11Ots, E:LISO s 

aad Ju-~&'s, vorc encountered; they attacked before, awing, aad, Gtcr 

.-. - , ------.- - -,,,.4: ----- - -=- '""I - - -  b- - _7-._.:- 

,IS :c> 
:i i * 
.#PI- a - -  . - - 
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%he enerayms f i g h t e ~  opposition, tne ,bericans had a fieLd day, cldning 

56 planes destroyed, 27 probably desbroyed, m d  8 dwaged, Against 

these vic tor ies  the TJ5AtU' l o s t  5 3-17's mci 5 3-24's destroyed an& 1 

Y-LY missing, some of these being victims of flak, w~ifch wzs h e a v ,  in- 
13 tense,ma accurate over the target. 

5319 ener lieuctadt m% ssion, considexcd as being the [jouf;ctssdSe 

14 
eventt1 durfng the first foar months of the Plfteenth' s operations, m a  

an unuscaUg i ~ o r t a a t  operation. It \?as; fne first major nissfon con- 

duotcd af te r  the stratiegic unftfi were forned into the I'ifteeath A i r  2orcer * 

rail I t  was the f i ~ s t  P(SIl?PbZ;iij.L operation Tram tihe !!edLterranem. Zhe 

iiestrwtion IaTd q o n  the aircraft assembly u d t s  was e s t l m t e a  t o  

deprive the G..W of a futme ouwut of 2 W  f i@tera per nonth for several 

aonthsr--the plant was consicrered c,s having no further target value for a 

period of four aonth--uihi& not only alirdmted 39 3er cant of t&e total 

Crem production o f  single-engine fi&ters but *would irqpair Beman 

defenses apinat  et tack~  b2- the G#th and Tiftecnth and rrorild weaken 

the O e m z n  air defense on 730th the Esrss3.m md Ieali~us fronts.15 ASS 

GaneraZ Arnold put it in a message to General Spaatz: '"he effects of 

your a%tac%e on i!iener iieustailt, 2 3ot-mber, will cost the enemy 

hundreds of fi&ter aircraft anit wi12 save us many l ives  in our continued 
16 

air w~z. n Furthermore, the hmans now realized thoroughly that their 

In&ustxg md o;lr forces werc faced rdth snmge air  attacks on three  front^. 
p. 

As a p.rt of tho plan t o  cripple Germm industry in general md. 

f%&ter aircraft production in parkicwlar, the ?ifteenth was t o  attack 

- 
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inBnstries, ~ d t n  especial. attention nefng paid to factories which pro- 

duced b s l l  bearings. f n ! : o T ~ ~ ~ C ! T  six s u ~ n  attaczs were made--a@n~t 

Tarin (two) and new-Dy TillatPcrose (two), the Ansaldo steel works 
fC 

at Genoa, and a ball-bearing factor2 at Amecy in southern &%woe. 

me heavtost >+tad: tras delivered on 8 Eove;?lbcr against W i n ,  

tho p-sfmry target baing tne Fiat ball- caring rtorks, FMs factow 

produoad the m j o r i t j r  of Italian bearings and. its out>ut, fogsthcr rdBh 

that of TillwPerosa, coqrisad akcoct  20 per ceat of a l l  the antifrictloa. 

txmrings available t o   ema any.'? In the att:&= (Of  81 3-l'i s, aro2ping 

183 tons) moct of the factory buiMings ?rere saverelg damged an& hits 

were scored on the near-* motor and aero-engine works and the Lingotto 

/ s !Fhe a%taok was rqorted t o  have eliminated some two months of 

the outguii of the Plat works. 

IChe seeon& raid on Turin (by IiellingCons oa the ajght of 34/25) 
"Y 

was almost entirely abortive becawe of extraoaly bad weat;hcr, only seven 

out of 76 plmes ba5w able t o  str ike at the ta rge t ,  " %!he other four 

smaller scale than the first raid on Purfn an& all, were interfered with 

by ver; unTa~ra'ule ~ a e ~ t h e r ,  In none of the attacks were the n ~ i n a r y  

targets hit although them was some t o  adjacent buifdfngs, 1 1 f ~ ~  s, a .ti.. 

A% fkie end of the non'oh Air Chief Ekr&d. Fortaz reported that 

even tho coqc.xativel')r attacks made by Xi.D on G e r m  indwtrial 

nrerts h3d led the anmj tmed5ctelr to transfep au fighter glmas to 

their  dcfeno0,18 A* the sane time, S i r  ~ l a n  ~rooke stated tttat air 

i- - - .  a -I 
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Q o u % e ~ - & g  m. In at tn&ciag airfi elas ' IJ plaws f o u t 3  

thmseLves going for  one or more of four mrin t33es of f i e l d s :  (1) thr>se 

comtain9ng cbncentra%ioas of operationu aircraft, ( 3 )  those containing 

imprt:*.n% Snstal1,ttions suitable for large-scale rej?af r , sssenbly, or ex- 

gerinantal. worI:, (3) those pesenting a combbation of operational air- 

craft and fagortan$ Instellations (2 an& 2, aaove), (4) airdroaee defend- 

in5 toy tarasat nreaa.20 By try o f  illustratioa, ths fi&tsr bases around 

ViterSo ma ljhe born3ttx bases in the Po TcCLle;. were e-les of t;pe t ? ~ .  I.; 

Guidoaa, the aost  iqortant eqorimenbcd station in Italy, rms an exa-le 

of :;a. 2; the IsLres c o r ~ l e x  was an exaqle of ?a. 3: pad the f ielde 

aromd Zone, Goaoa, a i l  other key inc?lnkrial ,and transsortation centera 

02 313 1Tavenbsr, when 36 i;ellingtolns dro2~ed 53 well-conceatxated tans 

%be g~omi i  aria pu.t;tinvy R n'u~dibex of' dl- i .e~t Mta on the 1and4sg ground. 

YMs mfssion >rzs fo2lo1fed by ttro raid3 across 'the idria.t;ic, one a ~ i n s t  

draxos 9/1) in Greece an8 the other aminst ~ e r a t - k c o ~ e  A/D In U3mia; 

r e d t s  wera zood in 00th 'bases. These nFssTon~ tew-~inaterE comter-air- 

-!orce oparatlons m%il the 16th, trhen liU IrxLtiated the f3rat  of three 

s e t s  of at*t;a&zs a,dnst airfields which wo;iLd f eatura i t s  cozmtcr-air- ' 

force bperat;iaas durhg thc last M f  of the nonth. 

'if& f i r a t  of &he throe sets was against fieXds in souhcm .* w c o  

from 11i~ie;1 eaeirry boa3ers had lrund~ed raids ~~3iasG shTppfng in the cenTt;ral 
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I;.:eCiitorrmem earlier in tho montfi. L%&t;r-five 3-17's battered the 

lstres coq0.e; with alaost 18'3 tons of denalition and frag bombs; st 

Xstres/Le Tube seven haagars were dcnr*E;ed, b w r a d ~ s ,  stores, workshop, 

anil a aotor t x a s q o r t  depot were hit, and one aircraft was destroyed a n c l  e ore kged on bhc &ground; at ~stres/~ea Pates tvo b g a r s  rrero damged 

and one plape 8estro;-ed, l-~cant111i le , 43 SardiPlln-based 2-26 s , ti 

P-33 ' 8  as e s o o r t  , mde the first dae?li.&t att~.dz bj nadims on southern 
c ;  

Trnnco ,a ilrop9ing 4,682 x 20-13, frat; b o ~ b s  on the f i e l d  at Zalon cad 

destrorlng six m a  WagInc three o f  23 He-111's on the p o u n d ,  Ihew 

on*1osi%ion to these two nissfons tuas stron,, n t o t a l  of some 30 to 19 

for the l ~ s n  of 2 2-17's. Another Fortress was l o s t  to flak and a 

3etrreon the 28th md 30th Btratedo f l e w  i t s  second set 02 mlssions 

ngainnt airfielilc,  at a nmber of the x a i b s  vrere r e m e r e d  a3ort;lva 

3ec:tuse of s o l i d  elo-&s over the tar~ets.  5his m e  t h e  case on the 28th 

trhen 114 33-33! s rrore w b l o  t o  .&tad: t he  S l o n  rie ld ,  and on the 29th 

whei 67 3-17's had t o  forgo .t;hefx bonbiw of the  ~iwo/;Roawa f ie ld .  On 

the Salon t d p  13 enmy fip;;lters ;/ere rmcomtere8 and in Ghe resutlng 

mlee  5 ware destrsyea, 1 probabIy destroyed, ,and 3 bmaced, for tho l o s s  

of 5 %2E1s, !Two of the ma..jor missions were cmrieit oat, however, Oil 

the &nt of the 2dth 53 ;!ellin&oaa uiLonded '(0 t o a s  on .ths Eone/Clampino 

fighter base; results wore poor, dthougi  ~X&:~WS m a  cIiqex6~Li w e a s  

rrere Mt. The next; - 3-17's mil 3-2dts h i t  the Gxosseto f l e l d ,  and 
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Strcrtegto s t u r d  ~ o q  of operations was a,@nst f i e lds  in the 

-kegeftll, in a strong but fu t i l e  effort t o  help the British who were Sn 

process of being driven from the islilsds of Zeros and Sanos by G e r ; . ~  

air and ground forces. KO fighter sup>ort for the British '1ms poasible 

but bon3ers of and TAP car r id  out swe-s in the Leros-Caliao-Lioa 

nraa. and otka~ked ELewSo and I ; h L d . i  airfields in f ive  d a ~ s  of o~eratione 

oattzeen the 12th ad. 16th. These efforts Itera cooraim,tod rrith oope~atf ons 

uy planes of I:i(3dle %st, 141098 3-24's, Ealifaxes,  e el ling tons, IIudsons , 

and Baltimores flew 57 sorties against aTrfields on Zlodes, C ~ e t e ,  and 

130s. After Lcros had f a l l e 2  t o  the ener?y on the 14th and before S m o s  

was evacuated on the 226, XW' continued* t o  strike at sirfielils in the 

Aegean, 3-17 s and B-23's h i t  t ins  Xleusi s , K a Z W z 2 ,  an& Lkrissa, In 

these attacks at least 50 enen;. glmes were destroyed or damn;;@& on the 

ground. 

n;lsslans. k i n g  liovember SiLIr" ' s hczvies and nedians z l a r  

two important missioaa &gainst Sofia,  Tie Sofia atGac.2,~ were gaxt'Lr t o  

interfere wiYa the movemnt of Gexul f r a s p o x t  ink0 $he lorrar 3aU~sns 

but eqm3.1~ f o r  p o U t i c a ~  reasons ,mil as a= assault on the mox,de of the 

B d ~ r i a n  p e o ~ l e .  

Fhe iqets-ls for the at tach on Yofin pew out of a cable f ran the 

CGS t o  General Eisenhower, 23 October. The nesswe st%tea that tho COS 

vas o f  the o~inion tht, proviiied the ~ l a n e r  could be ~ ~ a d e  mila7,Ze 

~dthout detriment t o  more i m g o r t a t  operztioan , the .!dlias '~shoad 

admtnister a Elharp lesson t o  3dgmixu rifth the primary object of forcin,n 
v 

> 

her -to withdraw aLL or part Y u p s l a v i a  Gxoecs, 

- --- - - - .  
-7- - -t -9- - * . . , _ _ - - - - - ^  Ti 7- - 2- - I ---- i 

1 I - *. _ _  
- J  J -- . -J -./ 

5.'" l r a .  L *  . - -- - 3 .@ 
1 
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lltbsrebr adsting t o  Qermnzl r? drifficulti es. '1 !?he CCB bel~eved that thl s 

could ae accon~lidled by "suryise a.Lr attacks on military objectives 

in S o f i a ,  such as tha rail caater an& mr~r&ll3n& yards, lt  accoiqanied 

by leaf lets  c i t ing the fate of Eamourg and Haover. me timing of the 

attacks was t o  be left t o  General it;-lsomower. 
23 

dot& of tho attacks on Sofh were urocted sgec i f~ca l ly  against the 

:l/i" s , wjlere the east-vest traffZc on the 2orlin-I8tmOul l ine  was 

handled. Tae f z r s t r a i u  erne on the 12th. with 93 3-25'~ (escorted b;r 

a g r o ~  of P-38'8) drom.ing a t o m  of S58 x 500-Ib. born'us mlcn covered 

the ymds ~ , n d  caueed fires wd e ~ l o s l o n s ,  l~hny of the DomDs were set 

Tor delayed nctlon, znd re9orts shovred that a nwber of these fell on 

near-by VraJedna, airfield aid exploc'.a3 several. hours latex. Over the . 
t~ . rgot  area 13 t o  20 ene112- fi &%ex8 &tack%&; b u t  the escorting ?-Yot s 

shof; dorm 5, pro'uably destsoyod 1, sncc b m ~ e d  2 ,  cad the 'bombers 

accounted for I destroged end 1 w e d .  One P-38 w s s  lost. Zhe second 

raid was on the 24th car?. was lmge1y unsuccessfw.. Only 17 of tha 2-24 s 

on the nission could locate the target, cad ehey bmbed tnrougn neavy 

clouds. &eqy f i s t e r a  agyeared, cad of the 8 t o  12 which attadred 4 

were destrogod as& 2 proh31g.' destroyed; loasos were 2 Liuexators des- 

troyed and 1 P-38 rdssing. 24 

2r~e f P n a l  outstmding conbat operation of B t r a c e s c  in Kovenbex 

cane on ehe 24th. This tz2.s a heavy blow againat goulon, hone port  of 

the 'tr9ch;r f l e e t  cub an i q m x t a n t  Goman snbmarine base, r&a attack 

follolfad abortive mission on the 22& krflen 152 3-l/  .;. vere forced bacs 

o;~ wo:~ther. On the 24%h 1Q3 B-17's ~eachnd the -barget (5n spite of lov 

E'" 
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visf  n i x t y )  and dxo?pe& 315 tons of bomos. A crwiser, a t o q e d o  boat, 

a su~mrine, four snal ler  vessels, several barges were sun':, five 

11211 or fW boats 3ro asoly t w o  a u d ~ ,  two norchm* vessels were Waged, 

three au3narinez took near nisses. Dry docks and a submrise st* 

6 
tion were damged. One unit of 15 ki-L71a was maae to locate TouLon 

and unloaded on the >!athear viaduct. These ylaner, were aggressivelx 

a t tw l zed  by 10 to 15 enms f%&tars over n period of 25 m%nritea; oneh 

enenx ?lane was shot dotvn ruikhout loss t o  tno Fortresses. 

Strate@cls fighters onerated over Yugoclavia on a sma31 scale. 

'r-33's escorted r n c d i ~ a  oi Taotictt~ which boreled  installation^ along the 

coast; they a 1 ~ 0  protested fA3 p l s e s  1 r ~ i c i . 1  bop33eii, s lm~lies t o  the 

25 rErtfsms and covered Id_R f i g h t u r n  engage8 in strafing inlana points. ' 

Qhese oparatsoms, @us Vie larger ones c:+rried out bg W?, ew,bled fir 

I:arshal Tedder *to report  a% the end o f  the 3"dontn that ziir operations i n t o  

the .8;lekma were isorking i~reasom~lx woll. " ila6 

~+icl:olEn;; operakions by the Fifteenth wero heaw &wing the aonth. 

Three l ~ c q a i p s 4 J  were conducted. h e  was p&m,zrily desimed t o  assist  

in the grescroation ar Its~xsn art treasures, Some 2,S50,000 leaflets 

wero iirop~ed, mostl;. in the rlorence-Zsgaorn-S7eziin triangle, 'Plze second 

camalgn ms for the p u r o o m  of hurting the =orale of tue German soldier 

v y  giving hku f6' l .X i n C o m L i o n  on Germ defeats outside of It&- and 

o$ record in^ Allfed successes in other theatern, Axomd 4,060,000 of 

these Zeaf~ets were ckopsed, The Iihird tms directed tovrard Italim 

:7orkera in tho larger inaustxial cities. As tho vorksrs ware largely 

wtl-3ascf st, tho several. zu l l l l on  leaflets WJU& were d r o - ~ e d  ware 
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C 

d e s i s e a  t o  induce $hen t o  ratzrd production by w o r k i q  slowlb , ueing 

Lace for work, and oursring out other methods of comif t ing gasslve - 
sabotage. APtcr ;?ovember the nidzelllng operations in the 1Ied3.terrmer;m 

verc: dxaatica~lg  reauced, as a result of the otabil iz ing of t r e  I h l i a n  

f r o a t  an& bile reconstitu.1;in~ of the Psycno lo~ ; i c~~ l  1:arfzre BoLmd. 
27 

In 1;'ovel;iber G e m  lon,y-range Doaoers were nore active t13x1x~ they I 
bad boen sinee t h e  Degiming of the I ~ ~ L L L ~ L ~  wpzlgn. Thelr heaviest I 
and most frequent attacks ware de~ivered against i:aples, whicB, with its I 
satellites (notably B ~ g n o L i  and 'Lorre Ammzlat,z) currently vras handling I 
around 9,000 tons of mipping ger b y  kwi~lch was more ti- the Heel gorts I 
collective2;r were heudlfng), and from w d c h  rail. lfnes Irere in opexktion I 
t o  Eeggio, Crotona, Taranto, atirr, ma ocher southern centers, a Qhe I 
eneny wide three ra te ,  on the  lst, ~ Y Q ,  ttnd IOBh. Tha last two were I 
esgocially heavy, each involdng sone 80 311-88's. blrtcksmge wag Lidted, I 
the ~ a t n  losees Being the acstrmtion o f  a petrol and a m m i t i o n  &ip, I 
the par'tial destruction of a @solfns d u q ,  and the d~m$ng of one 

All ied  d&t f ightaro,  but fA b a s  brought d o w  three 02 the bombers 

cad 3~0babl j -  destroyed two aore, 

On the evening of the 6th ,an U1.ied GORTO:~ ~vas; raided off Yhilippe- 

v i l l e ,  kl~orfa, by 10 t o  15 eaeny. planeg, sone of rvh5ch used torpedoes 
* 

pad radio-contrallad borfos, Trro troopships padd 2 aes t ro~e r  sere su&. 

dad weafher lze-ot  Gosotali c planar at borne, *out the convo~' ,F ,U p s  I 
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elwinoit five victiz~s. The sene ni&C F. few the Cap-- 

lIontecadna area, and a3out 15 or 20 were of f  B a r f ,  agparknbly l&ng 

On t h e  ni&t of tho Nth ,  t:Xle ?:eylec shippins was under attac2, 

n smll enomy bos~ber effort was &iroctc.d a+yaineLu La IhddrtXem harbor, 

S~ardTnia, hut with no i q o r t m t  resuts. A mre serious attaclc came the 

next ni&t vzhm about 29 bombers f l ev  doh= f ron ~outhcrn IYcmcs and attackod 

a convoy off Om. C l S  l s f i&terc  drove off  the Go-22'7' a, but the lle-lllt P 

a d  Ju-8S1s, using torpeaoar ail ~ ~ 3 d . o ~  bozbs, pa~2-t four ships and daP.&ed 

n fiif%h. BeauM@ters cla2med. tvo eaemg plwes destroyed and t~ro 

d a m ~ ~ e d ,  end grinners aacomtied fox tk?o shot doTa 2nd one probaBle. 

A h e  enenye s actid'cjr betiween 5 mrl 18 ZYopenber was the highest in 

three months and \as one of the nain secrsona POT Strategicla mission 

ctgufnat the Iatras c o e l o x  on the 16th. Phis  attack glus bad weather 

stopped the n c t i ~ r l t i  es of the German bombers until the 24th when 10 t o  

15 attadz~d a Z.%d&?lensz; only aiinor damt:-;e restLLted,mil four of the 

roiaers x~ero shot dam. On tho 26th c =jar attack was mde  aminst a 

convoy o f f  Jotx&e. ::ore .thm 33.0 bonburs rnrticipated. Pne troopship 

rras s&, 'but tho enec:: sdfere8 Irezdly, >a' mh 94P planes shootfng 

rotm ei@t plsaes, probablp deetrof-lng two rail d-.i$xrg ei@-t , v r h i l ~  >LA 

aacoustod for mo&sr. ,hccoxd.ing t o  C S  '%his, was: the hmwdest l o s s  

aver GC€P erea *b,v the enma in P. eonvo$ rtttnck, 4l ma raid ~ v . s  31~0 

interertin~ f o r  %he fact that ft narrzed the d&ut in the !&d3terrame~n 

of the Csrs Ee-177, 8 twin-engine mid-wing nono?lnnc w1t.G. a  win^: S F P ~  

of over 103 feet. 
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Ca the s m e  night; EG t h e  B o w e  rzid the enen;;r' attacked rrhZ.l?pfn& 

o f f  the 1 s:land of i r o c i h  (near X'aples) , but thore rsac no h g e ,  

final reid of the mnth mme on the night ~f the mth when 20 t a  26 

Ju-88's atruck at e convoy off 2en&sdzi, E w e  w a s  sli&t. 

In ~ i t e  of the Losses t o  this serie:: of attadzs on convoys Coastallo 

protecting fi&ters still pi led up an excelle>?lt rncort;, in v5e1r of the 

fact that sirigs under its eccort t~&tre led  1,E43,000 shf? nfles durAng 

the aonth. 28 

5% sudaen increase in the a c t i d t i e s  of Gs bo~bers  in I;ovembex, 29 

the variet:~ of Bar~cts wtiAch taex attncZ:ed, and their new k b t t  of rzid- 

3ng nor0 than one t;&rt;et on the sac ni&t indicntcd to XJW that the 

enemy's 'Pelz doctrine of concentrating a11 the nvailwnle Ijonbera on R 

single t a ~ r e B  at Lon,:' 5ntervale, \micIT h h ~  governed Geman Air Torce 

practice in tho I!oditerraznc~ia d-vrin~ past uoaths, has a?-nxently been 
t 

abandoned. a0 Iw ~d&t also haye cone to the conclusion that the 

bonbera were greparfng t a  "throw the oookil at A l l i e d  install~tf ons a d  

c o n v ~ ~ s  in an effort %o disrupt the novcnent of men ~ s d  swp~lies into 

Italy--1ut the events of December would. shorl that the ~:ovember operations 

established the high-uzter =rk o f  the W bonber effort in the IEediter- 

ranom pad t k b  ther=ftex the AlEiea had but little t o  fear fron the 

enemy 1 c long-rculy;e boaber s. 

. ~ ' c  t h e  a d  of ;Tove~%er the had arows. BOO o p e r ~ ~ t i o n a l  aircraft 

in .the Ilediterrzuzem tud olbout 12U fL&tcrs in the section of southern 

Gemmy Into 1;n4ch Ern's heavies cotila penetrate. All .  r-ircraft fn 

Italy vere under the operatiom.l control of FlfegerLmzps 11 w h i c h  was 
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eu%or&m.I;e to Luftr'Xotte 2; trioae in Greece rmd the Aegean \.rere under 

Fliegerkorps ,Y vmich a?r,arentlp enjoyed. an autouorrous status. In the 

western 1:edtt;crr~~enn the Cfi bomoer force consisted of six Gruppen 3.n 

forca in southem ~ ~ D . C Q  ha& been .czsed m o a t  entirely aminat &ip2in& 

evidence i n a c ~ t t c d  that it vas aoout to  'ue withdrawn t o  northern Frznce, 

The six Gwpen in Italy,siiowed operations far 'below their  paper stre~gth, 

pro ~ z b l y  becamo of fmdequ3.tely traf ned cretrs , 5 nsuffi. cf fint crevm, m d  

the C.m policjv of conservation. The enen:; I s  fjl~hter force in Xtdy r a s  

a30nt equally divided aetwecn tLc aren csouth of %he east-west Aponniaes 

and the ares north of tltct nomtains, h v i g g  three G-;oea, generalb~ around 

I-one, tt:o in the ' I ~ i n - ~ d l m  area, >ad rnotner in tne geaera.1 Bol~&na- 

";enice ~~ctor. 5horo wits oae fightor-boisber C-rqpe based in the Poze 

aros. In Greece, Oxete , m d  the :~eze;ean filere kTera f o w  lonprmge  
33. 

3o;ll'osr G q p e n  and two sin@-e-engxne f i ~ x t e r  Urnpen. 

Despite it e ~ I L C S B E L E ~  ia long-rarqe rmd ;Ei&ter- boaber opercitloas 

in iZoovmber, the CAF--~P, indicabed by wed. f i s t e r  aeti~itles--was in 

a serious but not necesssrily disastrous situation at the end o f  

2 ovenber. Its fighter force he& deterlorated ra~fKL;- since the end of 

the S i c i l i a n  am~,2 jgn  as a result of e ~ t r e n e l y  hick ~mstage durfng Ju3y 

,and d m i n ~  certa5n periods in tnc If alian caqrr ign,  beohuse of considerable 

losse~ fron 1 ~ ~ ~ ' s  attacks on airfields a d  stkcessfnl bomofn~; of f i a t e r  

factories, an& fron the GAT' s lowering of the  grevious high pr io r i ty  - 
vhicrx tho ~ : e c U t e r r a & m  had enjoyea on rqlacmcnt f i&ter  aircraft. 

The l a t t e r  fector is illustrated by t n e  fact tmt Z!e-lO~ln d l o t t e d  t o  
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the !IeiUtes~aean to ta le8  220 In Jay, 120 in t ~ w s t ,  60 in S q t e ~ b e r ,  

ECbout 1G0 -in October, %e ,.estern Trolzt currcstly had the XTo. 2 

r. result of the p o l i q -  of using f i e t o r : :  alnost entirely on defensive 

opercttions and because m y  of tho better t3.y~e of Ita.lian yI.%nes inotablr 

the Ikcchi-2N5's) Ifere beginntn~ t o  ire useti by tlle I.+AY. Eovrevcr, if 

Allied att f rc l rc  on fic$tors 5.n tne clr and on the @our& an& raies an 

assembly nlct31Cs c o U t  be continud an6 if the G= could b e  further die- 

ywsed, the fimter ~ i t w t i o n  r~ou3.d conliaue t o  deteri~r~te, 

As for the enenj.' r, bomber sitllittion h2.8 anwillin,lraocs t o  press his 

ztfmko :dth detexnlmtion, the s o o r  stanlards of his crew, his  geriods 

of Lovr norale, m b  tile fact tbat b; Lecemuer the groduction of bombers 

had long been sccan&+.ry to the proCluc"uon of fimters inaicated tht the 

e n a q l ~  bomber force tme not l ikely to "oecaae a mjor factor in operations 

32 zn the l!eaterranean. . 

LW'S efforts during l7ovember were 10wc;r than %her had been in the 

previous months of the I t a l i a  caqn53;  nevertheless, they were sizziblo. ' 

In faat, the ~ r i n c i ~ a l  decline was in tons of oombs dropped, f o r  sort ies--  

t h d a  to Increased opexatlons br CU--??ere a3zoaL as nany ns fn C:cto'ber. 

h total of 24,375 sorties were f l o t m ,  r Of these, Strategic flew 

3 , X G ,  Tactical flew 15,014, Coasta l  flut in 7,386, an8 f E 3  accounted 

for the rewinlag 759, !l?&bulntioa by air forces raveale t h a t  the uSW 

Slei; 13,OeO sorties. 6f tuese 2 l%3m mi*s for 
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S.t;rato@c, 7,b94 for !bctim.l, 2,341 for uoautal, mit 193 for PXi; tLe 

P D  f le r  11,315 sorties: 390 for Strate#.c, 5,320 for Tactical, 5,045 

for Coastal, an& 560 fur Y E i .  

Tomge  of bonbs dro.pzed was 8,522, Of these, Stretegio dropped 

4,010, Tactical droyped 4,499, and G o ~ s t a 3  droppd 13 plus 8 a q t h  

chargea';wd 6 torpedoes. B e  fact that To,ctical droxged =ore tons of 

eqlosives than did Strate#o is unacrstnnda'ole in the Z5&t of weatner 

conditions an& Tacticel's constat fifhker-bo~kes ogeraf ions on behalf 

05' the ground forces (ae noted aoovo). The Ifw dronpd 6,723 tons 

( a h o a t  80 p e r  cent of the total), with Strategic4 s lmerican wits uliload- 

ing 3,4425 tons, Tactical's 3,278, and Cozstalls 3; the P4.F accounted for 

1 ;/9Y tons,  56'1 for Strateglc, 1,223, for Yzctical, md 11 for Coastal. 

In types of targets the flml standing for the nonth was as follows: g=un 

nositions m d  camps, 1,613 tons; railroads, 1,347; :i/yls, 1 ,247: air- 

x ie lc l~ ,  1 , O ' X ;  in&rrstrial estaalfshmnts, 828; imd port f~cilities, 614; 

1:/9 ar~anci eneny novernents, sbigsing, sup9ly dwps, and misce?.l~tneous, 

Ooraputation of victaries versus losses ifidlcates tha% the Allies 

destroyed 272 eneny y l ~ t n c ~ ,  pra~a'bly destrored 41, ,and d w g e d  C2. Of 

these tota.!.s the Uw ~tccounted for 126 dssfroyed, 31 prooa3lg destroyed, 

m& 40 ik.~zced. Ln ~ C c i i t i o n  t o  theas Rxr victories a l i e d  planes &as- 
e 

troyeii on the pound 56 enex7 aircraft, prob~bly  deslroyeii 6, as6 chwrged 

68. Lost 150 pi me^ and had 277 & m ~ e d ,  man7 of the former an2 

rost of th9 Latter being viatias of flak. Of t f i e ~ e  the  bEhU!? lost 80 aria 

had 2 l b  Wzged. 
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B feature of Lovsnbes! ope~atfono was the 5ncrseso i:~. C!oostalts 

aativitiee. CAV flew nore f l i t l a  1,0U0 sorties, ovas one-b1S of ~rizlch 

were on con~oy o~cort; flett over air-sea rescue missions, involving 
33 

b 2  searches end rescue of 134 survivors'; und destroyed 11 enowy planes, 

proballg destroyed 4 ,  end  iiamged 10. LPlring t h o  nonth i t  fnfOi~ted the 

Ern%, 11 a new ~rc t e m  of sntlcubairine operations in. which CAF s 

p l a e :  al"ter a si@ttng wint~ined a coxrstmt Is-silit, sear&ini: 5in in- 

crens2n~  nwilsors and in it5deriing areas uutfl tue U-ooat 173s forced t o  

curface, and then nttacktng. O f  greater intersst w a s  Coac;tal*s increase 

- in offengive onerat3 ans, its ffghterr m3ng ?32 such sortf as mG attack- 

in$; radar stations, h a r a o r  installat ions,  bridges, X/f, gun e ~ l a c e ~ m t s  , 

A / I S ~ S ,  m b  pamded  aircrc~dt. 0.E even took on a new sort of o f f e n ~ f  ve 

'iroo~ Carrier Corau~md alsa put f n a busy laonth. I t  f lew l8,'/88 

hours, hauled 4,267 tons of f reS&t, carried 25,475 gns-engers , avzcwted 

!d , a 7  prttient s, and t r a q o r t e d  3,271 als3orae troops zn& 3,000 other 

troops. In the Broccsa it l o s t  4 plcnes cnG 1 glfBsr n;nd had 19 glznes 
E4 

and 32 ~ l i d e r s  dam&.. 

C-mine Yovemoer the A l l i e d  air farces in %he ficditerxancan cele- 

"urctcd tnc end of t&s first year o f  o~ernt ions  aince the lnndings in 

4'arth fAfrioo an t Xovenaer 1948, A a m s y  or' thosc 32 months &ves 

saaa idea of tae extent ox' air opra t ions  in :?JO, t ~ i e  f o l l a w i ~ g  fi,gres 

*includiug LGi2, E-G1 1W,  the riinth A i r  Z'orce, a d  ~hltlta:'~ 
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5 

Sorties: 350 ,?.4?--VS k9, 1% ,202; ?A??, 199,945 
Bonbs dropgsd: 113,G70 tons--liW9, 82,XQG; Fa, 32,.% 
&ow a/c deatroyod, o o : h t :  4,626--7JSiL2, 2,961'3; Fa, 1,674 
kemy a/c probably destroyed, conbat : 1,074 
heray a/c dm~.agod, conb~t:  3,047 
Bernfr a/c destroyed, s o d :  ?,,?=.51. 
hemy n/c dilm~ed, g o a d :  643 

a Pcrinl emmy a/c destroged: 7,3??7 
Pot& enemy a/c proba31g destroyed : 1&74 

, Qotsrl. eneqr a/c hszfzed: 2,690 - I o t j 3  eneri  a/c found akdoned:  4,634 
Allied a/c lost t o  e a q  acfiont 8,246--TiSkG, 1,248; 398 
3 e a y  ships, 'over 500 tona: sun!:, 543; probablg sun's, al; 

dsulacod, 453 
!?omage of ensay ships: s d c ,  3l8,800 tons; pro"da3ly s-mk, 

317 ,Om tons; dc%1,'1ged, 699,020 tons. 
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ilk- 

Zurins Deceabor the Zifth ?act Z & t h  &d.es, whose advmce bad 

beoolae propessivaly sLOwer since the boglnnfng of October, mde kt 

l l t t l o  progross aminst the obstacles proviiled b3- terrain, wcataer, nnd 

. 
s atubb~rn Oerrxzn defense. !?he Tifth tool= Xignano and Vemfro but could 

neither cross tho Liri,Talley Seloir Cassino nor force kine Gaxig~iano 

Fiver; the ZightkL movsd up the const f x o ~  arou?ld Fossacesia t o  above 

O r t o m  out inkand was u b l 0  t o  pass Orsopa.  
1 

3 d  weather, :mi.ch had so h ? e r o d  fhe Allied air forcoa in F'ovmber, 

coniiinucra in Decelnber to be a Zinitiag fachor, so Ghat tho air effort-- 

whils it tms nnintained at the highact gossib1.s intensity and wag q i  
b 

times @eaL~r t b  h t  of the CLQ--:rcs never .?.'ole t o  be the decisive 

factor in Zhc slow, dzertry battle up the Italian peninsula, 

-&&L & Yat , Pecmbar opened IR th the proid se of be in^ 
2 a nonth of trmsndous air operetions when, on the 1st ztnd 2&, Strategic 

md Tactical fie?? more t a t &  sorties thLm on m y  two consecutive days 

sinoe tho niddle of Bqtcnbcr. On fho 2d, fl"zctlcd f l e r r  nore tL3n 1,200 

~ o r t 2 e s - d l l  e:.:c@;?t 70 of tho3 in. coo3arztion ~ 5 t h  the ~romd forces-- 

the ef2ort behg greztest since Che Msias  camsip, Duing 

the I;f&ta A m y ,  abtac3:ing t ~ o r ~ i t f  ons , ,ws,  ad- vehicles along the front 
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(especially :%round L+znciano) , rc=iGins trtrf f ic in the easzlyl r; rear, 

hitti rzg a 'bridse over the f escsra Fiver above CMetl, sad  pztraLling 

over forrlzrd t;roop, The main part of tho dxyl a actid.%ies, hovevar, 

rms o ~ e r  the Fifth h a y  front, in a -of tening-ug ;3rogram for the drql s 

full-scd.e attack which was lcunched durins tbe night againsk the enemy's 

"ua~srs goundea gun positions zround I~;lgrl,zro rz~d in the area sauth~aast 

of Gassino, f l ~ i n g  260 boxbar sorties and 273 fiditer-boa%er sorties 

m a  drop~ing n w o  C b  4 s  tons of bombs. Tur,~ets were us11 c o ~ s r a d  

an& bc7nge was neavy. In aaGition t o  the~a bo~ibfng nissioas @it f i r e s  

~VS.hi3' me REP) flelr aore than 100 offensive m d  defensive ptrols .  

+ot ier  70 sorties 97i?Te f a o m  over the Yufi08~3~i~a coast  in fi&ter 

%e 2.13 of Ilece~3er proved t o  be Tacticallrr ge:Gz dar of the noath, 

f o r  thereafter ~ c z t h e r  and the  tatu us of grow6 o.-eratioas never per- 

nit'ced it t o  e q v a  its erfort of that Trlxoq~iout the nanKk, h o w  

evor, it continned its yyogrzllz of boablng, strafing, gatrolling over 

the I t~~I izn  f r o n t ,  An the tmerJJ1 s rear, mii o w r  the Tugosl8vian coast. 

Lroa "cho 3d through the 7th weather for'oade 331 but a few missions 

in su32ort of the arsiies. On tho Zighth ~lrw front fiater-bombers flew 

a major n;isslon on the 36 which helped the C r i t i a h ,  Xndims, anB Kew 

..kaladera to ca2t;ure S m  V i t r r  , Zlre@io, mil Lmciano and t o  p~stircrte 

Orsogm, and on the 5th more than 103 P-43 ourt ias  :rere of coasidexitble 

asniatmca to Xe!r Zealnn&ors tdno &id been stos~ed at Gua.rdiagreXe. In 

the Fifth Arny sector the major effort ~ w s  tha harr53ng of rail mf 
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road l i n e n  the bombin6 of br&df;cs north aria south 03: Eoue ny A-36's 

in order to rdndex the novementi of stm+,lles to %ha froat; othss principal 

operations vrere n hard smsh at Civftavacchio on the 'ten by Sb 3-25's 

=and 36 A-361s (In-aders) a d  a nmber of atta&cs by li@t and fighter- 

a - 
boabers on tho briage at Sm .Anbr0@0 (west of Zocca) and on bridge; 

north ol! I J g u n o  wit new CqrLso.  

Cin trae 5th 9th oetter aeathar cns~bled Paetieal to fly n large 

iiuuer of sorties over bokh franks. In tne east, on t ~ ~ e  gth, 240 fi&ter- 

bos ib~r   sortie^ aided the i&.r Ze:?.ls&exs as the; b a t t l e d  for Orsogm, a d  

the IIoro Fiver pre;:');~tfatorr to &riving on Ortom.  On tne 9th and 10th 

D S a s  stronc close sqlsaxt continued, 59 li&t Dom3er and bOO fighter- 

uonbcr sorties being flown againsS, t r o o p  conce~tratsoas , gun poaf tions , 

strong-?oints, m d  !I/!? between Orso- and JBglianioo a d  II/!? fron Onlsti 

t o  the caast. The attacks on 3/Q waro so sueaeas$u G n a t  on the 10th 53 

vehicles were destroyed m d  125 fiaa'tgod.. 2211s ~ a l u e  of Do's o~erc?. t ion~ 

awing the 9th Lnd 20tii tmr: inoxeased b,- n ner: feature, the s d f t i n g  os" 
& 

its fightox-~od'bars t o  strafing t s ~ e t s  after z 'ooa%ing mission had bccn 

c o q l e t e d ,  the pllote begag brlcred in Orre air. In the west, on the uth 

a d  9Yi ,  over MU P a  nnd A-36 sorties vere f l o m  ap;c?fnst the Avezz'mo- 

Yrosinone l ine  of  o o m d o ~ t i o n s  , $roo? concenarationa zrro1mQ :%ti cuso 

and 58~nta Slfn,  mil troops nnd paeftions at Sari C-iorgia, south~.~est 

of Cassiao; c a r i  GO A-30tn borlb~d p z  a d  'bivovao areas around F m t a  :Xa. 

Gb the 11th ,and 12% had :reather cu-b do~m SI~cticnZ'zl opsrations 2a 

tha eastern sector t o  a fe:r GO d tr~nsuort a d  positions, 
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On %ho Loth, 11Gh, m d  lBta the weather over t;n+ western sector p e ~ f  t ted 

o n l ~ r  a l i m i  tsd f ighter-bomber r.ctivi t;; apins t  Civitavecchia haroar and 

the st;ron@olds of &qmfan&ats and Itri, Spzerire strnfllng ~ a r t i e s  againat 

trains near ferni  , and a f ex B-25 efforta aDinst the miltray at -5erracim. 

2'ro;a the 1st throu* ths 13th 2-35's flew so3a 220 sorties et&y-inst 

railways nor3tCa of a line f r o =  Eome earst to the Adslatic, bombing Peacers, 

road arrd rail. bridges st Criuifanova, t he  juncii f  on 3% 2ern1, md. the 

stationat ~ q u i l a .  Xurlng thaporiodfi;:hters mil fi&ter-%cm5ers of 

r2AT contin~o9 t o  o p r a t e  a:Agtnst the Mmtian coast t o  bomb e n q -  

hela aorta, whele CAfi f l t $ t e r s  swept over tIwslzvian a2rftelds. 

On the 155th the weatner was 'better over both fronts and continaed so 

th~ou~gh the 1'7th. L%ereafter, until the end of the math, fla-ins or 

oonbin,: con4itiono vters raoa4lp verf -nvorable so that there were o n l y  

three k j s  in rhich norwl  tactical air activities were poss ib l e  over the 

Zlftn +%?my and only f%ve h z T a  in ~ ~ a l c h  a full effort  could be made over 

the Zi@tll rir~y. To xzfn ma clouds wts aaded a strong cross-wind, 0s- 

pecially i n  ezstarn Ital~', l~hich freqneatLy mdo operations out of the - 
* question. 

the last half of the nonth the grincfp~S actfdtles  in western 

. 
Italy were in swport of the Ti fth A I J X s u ' ~  slolr  ma af tter ujerations 

against the enrxq~l c stran; 2 0 s ~  tf ann azl the hipp grountl aoow dcquaf ondata 

and :.li&mno. Sxom the 13th tiirow& the 17th effective s~rties were floim 

$ j r n 0 r e t h m l , l O O A - 3 6 ~ s a a d P & ' S ~ ~ ,  215A-a's, a;nd248-35's,wMle 6. 

US&.& and Spitfire* averaged better thu?a L30 patrol sortiss per b;;. 

I:osti of the f i e t o r - b d e r  sorties, a11 of then f'l.01~1 by hericans, 
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were asinst Xinos of o o d o a t i o n  entering the Cassino oector. lttacrta 

were a d e  on brfdses at r-'ontcco;cm, and Aqdno ,  on r0sG.s ,and briagos alons 

the dassin0-2~tins T O U ~ O  , a d  on tho Cassino-Sora rouLe ; the eneq-I s 

reinforcmzAt p o r t  of Civitavacchi~ also was born"oed several t tnbs .  Toe 

releainder of tho fighter-nonuer operations were aeins'; gun and troop 

concentratfans on the 26%h ,and 17th fn order to soften resi?tance to 

the X P t n  Arr;yts drive toward the Csssino l ine  fron the Sari VitBore w d  
* 

Acguafon&sht;~ czreaa. tlost of the targebs attacked were crotul(?. Cervaro an6 
I % 

Vdlerotiondrt, ! h e  li&t ooaber effort was dLvlded between boauing the 

anong1 s base at S r ~ i n o n e  aria hitting gun positions at Gervaxo , 'trallero- 

ton&,z, ,ma S m t a  Uia; the 6112711 3-2b effort was e.gainst bridges arouuc2 

a r o n  tho 18th tarough f nc gist, with ouly thxie &z:-s of noma1. 

effort, missions were few, About 1,UUO A-85 and P-C4 b~rnuins md straf- 

ing sortfss wore flown, mztin?.y aminst pos i t ions  and ,ws in the Cervaro 

ares, supply routes, d m s  , and bases on the Sora-Arc@  ad A g n m i -  

Trosinone ltnes, roads cad oridges aroma Cassino, roads knd bases at 

Smts 2 k a  a d  Itiaa, and the docks a d  fl/f ls at Civitav~cchia. About 

180 A-29 cor t i c s  xere flatm, tho t a r p t s  b&ng generally in the sme 

zones vh5& the f l@f ex-bor~kers 1rer.s- r~iiline. " iisenever tae wsatlnsr per,- 

rlitted, ni;$t-2Qfn~ A-Xl's intruded over the roads below :.one. 2-35's 

mCte a few attacks ahpinst rozii bridges north~tes-t; 09 :&no a d  the 
I 

ene.xyt s nase at Terracfm; d-25 ' s also dFocpe8 lrrrgo ambsrs of l eaf le t s  

over tho battle area. 

On onl ;~  t h e e  k js - -%he  l<%n, 153~1, :ad 19th--.were encay glanes en- 

countered in any strength, 

; ' 
' a *  Lk-2.. - . .  < , - -  - 
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enomy w i r i l e  losing 6 .  Tor  the wnole conth of operataons aver the western 

front in I t a l y ,  Xi1 A8C f fgnters m d  fighter-bombers claimed 25 enemy 

planes dectrayed, G probtiolp destroyed, and d:=ged against 26 A l l i e d  

.. planes lost to air and sound action. 2he sactl.1 bag is inCicatlve both 

a o f  tns  mfavorEz'ble westher and of the gaucity of %he GS"s :iir e f fo r t .  

Claims against t:/Tf rz t3taled 54 destroyed and 9r h m g e & ,  me sm13. 

m m b e r  seen3 t a  have been c'xe as mum t o  reduced rosd ~;love;~ent ss t o  

the 1ird';eil nmBer 02 softies flo;m by ri53. Tne record 8-ainct rail 

rno7er;lent wr,s be t tor ,  63 endnea CATS rreink destroyed and 311 k g e d .  

Three meq~ vessels rrsre sudc m d  15 &ma.&, 

Ebe star;- over the eastern half a f  Xtal;;. 1 ~ ~ s  not nuch better tnan 

i t  sns over thc vastern part. The 21~4th e C-aims g e n t  most of 

the last two treeI:s of Cece~asr in a drfve against Ortoaa, finally claccr- 

ing; it of the onorax ars tne 23th; the IneU~mc mde conn%dernula propess 

totrard Zolla ; but the I?;ew Yenl~Bers at211  were uxzole t o  td:e O r s o p .  

It F I ~ S  in sqport  of these ariees %hat D4W flew most of jtts sortles: 

Pwt l cda~3 j .  i&ortant  ila:~s wore the 23th, Ibth, 18tn, 226, %th, 

on defended posftions at  II igl i~aico.  On the 16ta 1% fightar-ambers 

s=&ea at p posifibno and a nrimber of defend-ed areas d o n g  the  coast 

ahead of the Ca=di~xns; 43 Eo~tons  and i ja l t i~ores Jrft gun ponltions at 

:'jl@.l&co in frost  of the Tndirms: nnd 10 E49's :~o&cea out 13 l:/Y1o 

and. damgad 27 in tho 150110 area. Tie 18th was feat-area bg n verF heavy 

1-43 effort as ins t  defcraded positions ma concentratfone in ths Toll;- 
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Cmosa sector, a n t  bad weatmr rendered man;. of the so~tioa abortive. 

Oa the 22a more tttcm 2i);r S;picfire and. F-40 sorties Vera flown apinst  

st~ong-points P r o a  O r s o ~ n  t o  t f i e  coast, wale farth~r up the c a s t  

o tam a x t f i r e a  an& I?-* s attacked lines of c o m d c s t i o n ,  espccialu- 

a at 3x1 3enedotto. 

On ttzc lne t  two d iys  of  the nonth uflusur31ly ~ o o d  wea%ker allowed 

Urk3 to oprnte on a big  scale. A t o e a 1  of &ost 850 sorties were flown 

oy .f i@% ex-'bosbers cad. 24 'or 3altixorea %@inst infantry positions an6 

artillerr concefrtrkttiona along entire coastal sector, with excellent 

Bneny. air acelt-ltg t n s  no &rector over the eastern half of the 

battle zone thm 9t h c l  been eyer tho ~:estem, aria there were fevr en- 
I 

counters. BAX clalned 22 pLmes d e s t r ~ ~ e d ,  4 groDablas, a d  16 damaged, 

ou* l o s t  to sneniy ground and air activit;, D u 1 s  r e c o r d  against .Erar;s- 

p o r t  was ae mod as usual: 51 road ve2~icles were destro~ed aszd 335 

e 2 a endnos caxs were destroyed a d  104 !:d~?~gedj 

=Is elc,ina oG&nnt trm~30xt included a number of nuccesson across 

the J ib i~ . t i c ,  aSthou& thorc, an in 1t~,15'~ opes-ations rrere sharply Zirzitod 

by bad weather. Attm'rs were w#de on Yugoplavtan airfields,  Ea3mtian - 
ports ,  and on road mil rail l ines  ~ ~ h i c h  c r q l i e i l  %ha enemy for hfs 

o p e m t f o n ~  againnt %Ytots  forces. In p a t f c 3 ~ w ,  the @lit ofl & m o t ,  
I 

-arts m d  shtppfng at Siuenlk =mci bra . ,  ang the zirileld at L!ostar were 

bit 3-2Els,  k e h y  fighters liere not very active, ths n5in engzgenents 

" occurring on the 16th and 17th ~ m d  resulting in thti eneuy losing nine 
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'. 
i i i p t e r c  to U, 8. Y - 4 7 ' ~  ma P-40'~ ~ '~I r i l e  one 

Toonbex 11ork5.e~ were ELor~n by 2iG' s s i n s t  Yu~,roslad=m tar,~ets, hut loam 

of thaw vere rendered ineffective by \reather. 

Coast& A i r  3orco also vian active across the L&io+tic, its osera- 

tians there being carried out, by L3,F 242 Groq,  which had moved t o  easterh 

Italy in Qckooer. DAY, thm& e t a  u3d. idrig (currsntls on Corsica), a l s o  

operated offwcZve1g ovcr the TyrrhenS,sn Sea. G p e r ~ i o n s  by the two 

unito included ship strikes and att3c:i;s on ports ,  ral lvn;r~,  r i t l i t a ~  

a inst~33,atZons, sbnd motor trznsport, 

~ud?'s operations over Yugoslzvlm wero mezter 5n December t W  theg 

had been Curing the *zfroceding ttrm nanths. Strategic, Tactical, B o ~ ; t a l ,  

!Troop CarrSer, ma PBii d.1 partiefpat ed. 2hej.r operations wcra dosf s e d  

as passibla as a part of tkle ov@r-a21 alan 09 attritfon of roe efren;'s 

I;= paLentT~1.1. 3ut they byere elso fntendea t o  at& TZto and the %extisans 

L AG's n c t i d t f  css over fugoslzvia in Eeceaber m s  tho r e a t  of a, ayec-  

tive f r o m  the COS, 4 EecemDer, ~ d ~ i c h  ordered tbt s-qport t o  the 

a rortisma be enlarged, General ! 3 s o ~ o u e r  beins to ld  t o  trscroeae their 
' 

sugply of arms a d  oyipnent;, clothfng, meCi.cfae, foaJ. ebc., ad. t o  

iwml& ther.1 ~~sneh air ~ q y o r t  3s you consider d f l ~ i ~ a b l ~  in the light 

of the c e n e r ~ l  situation. ng 

In these opemtions tihe I f ~ l i c n  Air Force pl~.yea A ro le  whioh 
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targets of the Combined 93ar~ter Offermlve. 

Lhrine; the nonkh XLQ's progrm cc.cainst l inae of camusl.cntion in 

I1ay maorv~ent i ts  urW uonthly skft in erghasis. In September the 

a targets kil been ~ o s t l g  E/Y Is; in. October, nostlg bridges; in l'oteaber, 

aQout blf-ixd-hzZf befiveen :i/?'s an.& bridi;es, l i ~ w ,  in December, t3AI 

retuned t o  fl/yts and &wing k e  ~ o n t h  dropped twice as  man^ tons of 

boats on bhis .t;~~pe of target as on 'bfiages en3 rail lines. LC Is 

p o s ~ i b l e  that the Zvd'ceman P,wort, \$hi& a.nearcd late in %he month, 

viZh i ts  iuslstence the,$ the best rmy t o  inbrd.%ct l ines of c o m d c a t i o n  

m + k  

Gecenber its fightera, under f i le 6irectfon of mU3?, were engaged in , 

~ ~ o ~ m d - s  txaf ing, e~coxf in& bombers, and pro% ootirg recomai ssance >lanes, 

wEle  its lonoex transports, ale0 under T,@, wore dropping leaflets and 

trcnqortin,.: a-ciyy3.f an. E 
- L  

a. k i n g  Deceiiber--ac in 1:ovenber--the weather 

interfered Dore vlth Str~.to&c's operations t h  vfifh !tact% a 1  f i r  i,nt 

Strategicls to ta , l  effort for tho month m a  sli&tly hf&er than it had 

ueen Zm ?;atemher. 'irnia was (;ue in some measme t o  the feet that; a number 

of it6 squadrons had cargletedl their  wves t o  the mainla118 an& the islands 

~y the ~ 6 d L e  of Cececber. 
t 

Target o attnckek followed the case pattern as in l.roveraber--r,.;il~.;~-~ 

and l i /F s, a i rc r~f t  production md other industries, couslter-air-f orce 

a d  ,xiseellz*neous targets--but operations aminst xcflkzys !!/Y's 

L vera g e ~ t c r  even ti-= tho7 had been ailring *ha preceding nonth, the 

,pqhasls being caused 'tiy t h e  1- eath her a d  being a% the  exyenfie of the 
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vas t o  ~m,& :!/i"s a d  Imge corcexitrations of rqrjir fzc4lltiee and 

m l l i n ~  stod: ,* kcl n strong inflnanoe on Pecemuer oprnt ions.' Of 

course, not everyone a g ~ e e d  with the Jmlceraan t;Izesfs. Tor e ~ x q l e ,  
, 

3-i ti & of fiocrs enmged I n  r ep i r ing  an& o ~ e r : ~ , t h g  the Bog&& IZ/E" 6 

a i n  Cecenber &eclarod tb.+ the e.qorlences of the Sicilian and I t a l i a n  

eaqeigas ,&owea f;mt tho beet imy t o  iriterrupt rail t r ~ f f l c  was t o  

destroy brldtleo, bled: tunnels, and cut lines in niountc!!n passes and away 

Tron statlans; these  officer^ further uelle~ed tk:* the best way t o  reneer 

as I I /Y  inoperatlvc xms by wedzing mil overtmixlf: caro ~ m d  not bg try- 

ing f o cut rl;ils.'? In Decerober, holrevcr, such arpexlts  were of less 

igor tanee  than the pro-:l/~ concept. 

Strategic started the monbh with two ~ J R  of extensive attacks. On 

the 1st 70 D-BB1s bom^bed xail~:2y bridws on the tenon-Pome Line nt SestrZ 

Levmte, Aulln. md Cecina. 2ho Ceciw bridge and kI&~~*ay fo the north- 

west worc hit; w f  Aulla al l  bolribe wore in the t a rge t  erea; at Eestri 

Levante bkc 'bridge was missed 'out 1r;its nero scored on Lhe tracks, W e  

-station, and near-O:J warehouses. &ror Sestri Levante and A a l a  10 t o  15 
I 

enerrty planes were met and Pox once the G.U vm an asxiell con3at , t h e  

scare bafnc 3 0. S. fighters destroyed and 3. mfssing against 3 eneuy 

fighters ohot do~m. 

P ie  lercest lllissfon on t h o  Icrt, however, IJELG against Pwin. The 

nain target tras the ball-3earing i:iorl:p, wnich now ~ I & I  more i q o r t ~ a t  

than ever t o  thc Gernms as a result of the Ziggth Air Force's hard blow 

with 1-38 escort, rcached the tari;et an& =loaded 2% tons of bonbo. 
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Serere dqmge bras inflicf;eb on the ball-bearing t~orks and near-by inaus- 

trfsl ImildSngs; father heaw &-,ge rms c ~ m e d  to the Fiat Iiugotto 

works; <and tracks in the ::/x's eat3 the north-soutn l i n e  wero h i t ,  al- 

thou3.h traffic m s  not; cornletel7 ctop?ed. &ou t  30 enmy aircraft 

were encomtered, two boing dostropd and three being l i s t ed  as probables. 

C~I the nf &At of the 1st , 48 i : e l i ln~~ona  gut 83 tons into the 

Fontassieve l:/f 8s {sou%l~east of Florence) , hitting the lI/Yt s and &mag- 
4 

ins tae station mil PnQustrial sheds 3ut nissfng: the 709-foot rdlway 

Qn the 2d qb 3-an EI drop9ed 106 tons on tne doLzm~ ;i/ x s , ckmging 

t x n c k p  an& rolling s t o d c  in tho southzrn end of the y~xds. '&e 1-38 

ascor-I; , w i l e  returnin2 fron .tihe target , was srtta&ced b2 33 enemjr glLme~, 

three of fhs Lfgiitning~ being saot dopa aipinst trra of the enen3. PIean- 

while, 57 3-36'8 &ap:>od 97 tons of bon'os on the .Qezzo ::/I ' 3 ,  wltn good 

r e ~ x l t o ;  w d  23 aoro Ihrauders bPm.ged Bne bxL+;e 10 miles south of 

Orvieto with ne,w d s s e s . ,  

The big attaclc of the 2d krts ccwried out by 11s 3-1 f 1 a against IT- 

oact  pens whtch wera ll~itier c o n s t m t i o n  at Ibse i l l e s .  ':orkeho~s, rail- 

Tr'a;rr track$, and rol l ins  s tock trere h i t  hard, the ~ n t i r e  target area being 

coverod ttith bonb b w s t ~ .  Yne 2-38 escort scrapped rzith 17 t o  15 enemy 

~ l r n ~ ~ ,  destroy in^ 2, &E& the ~ - 1 7 ~ s  too!' on m o t h e r  15 or 33 and cldrned 

9 destroyed, 4 probable e , "pad 2 dcml,ged. 

rrom the 3d to the lath the ~ ~ e n t h e r  rms so bad t k~ t  the Gerrzlm- 

controlled I tn l fnn r a i l ~ i a ~  systcm sufl'ered lass &m.ags t b n  at any t i m e  

du ing  the prodous two mnths. The r ~ . i n  effort for bae raeriod cansieted. 
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of 2Xl sorties I;r8 TU? 3-35 ' s z d n s t  r&il~?inj-& alone a l ine  f roli; h e  t o  

Peacara--as noted a3ove. Strategic o eff or% s were 1iuZted .to dss ians  

By I3-26's again& the Spoleto viaiiuct a d  t i l e  Orto ?!/Yip (on the E!one- 
C - 

Bologna l i n e ) ,  ant% !.he ~ri$,es a* Zrcnti&d&i~ (at tne Praaco-~tnLim 

frontier on the liioe-Gonoa l i ne )  r n e r s  goor* results ware obtained. The 

only  iqortttnt anti t r m s ~ o r t a ~ i o n  o p r a t i o n  by hezsd.es duxiw the period 

was an attzck by 33. 2-24' s on t he  S o f i a  X/Y s. Around 38 eneny pl,mes 

which a t temted  t o  interco;3t the forriatlons tool: a licking, 11 being shot 

& o m  t o  tho loss of I PA8 dostrayed an3 1 miscfng. 

Bettieen fine 3d an& tIIe 12th five couater-aix-farce fiiesfons r.rorc? 

f lorm by Stxste@c*s he~nica.  Cne ~ i l ~  against Rddou9a airfield (north- 

west of Eonel 32- 3;- 33-24' a. Yfie other four were ag~Inst  the enem;-' s air 

iorces in Greece, wZm, b i n 2  helpe& t o  knock t i e  iritf sh out of the 

Acg-, norr constitu.0eb a threat t o  A l Z i e Q  r i n g  in tae &>stern 

::editerranem m& the couthern ildrlntlcr rm3 were a Z O E S ~ D ~ ~  m-co t o  

Al l i ed  operations mil ins+aXlations on the east coast of It&c-. On the' 

6th, Xaucis airf ield tras bit b2 45 B-33' s ,and L:alrcwd By 56 B-17' a, 

and on the 8th XLeusis took mother pom511ng fro* 67, 2-17's an& kthens/ 

2atoi was attaetd "U,v 36 2-24's. In. all four rzissionss the fields were 
t 

riel1 covered, 3 e u g  plmes x~hicil a t t q t e d  t o  atog the heavies an& 

their  I?-88 esqort took thcfr usual. battering: 10 were mot dotm, G rrere 

probably destroyed, and S t ~ r e  &dmIged. Yna i ~ e r i c a s  l o s t  two bom"ars 

t o  fLd;, wnile tmee  bom'oera a d  one fightor were r c ~ o r t c d  es missing, 

Stratcgie a attac::s on the enmyl r rail:.>w line:: rrore intcneified 

iluriw the second L=lf of Zecernuer an&, Pn fact, cooo-mted for aluoet 
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the entire ef for t  for tho period. I e q i t e  weather w U e a  ccmcele& 

m m y  d ~ s i o n e  pa& rendered othors riborf ive, heavies flew 813 effectsve 

sorties pad E-26's carried out 't3'r'; 5,206 tons' of bombs were dropped. 

?he mi= roui;es attadzed uere the Brenner Bass route, the TarvisSo route 

(Verona a d  Padua t o  Austria and southcm Gerr-mg), the west-coast mute 

(irtclutiklng southern Banco) , mil tho east-cozst route. 9he nead ee vent 

generally f a r  the nore northarlx t a r~e t s  om'. the medf~uns for targets 

in centiral f taLy m d  y the ucst coast. 

Ehc Breruter line ~ ~ n s  bom3cd at the Xnnsnruclc X!/Y s with 403 tons, 
i 

zt  tho BoZzmo II/PI s ~ d t h  342 tons, anti at the Viaduct over the Avisio 

arer  3etweon Srento aad 3olzano tdth 105 tosls. hs a result of these 

attacks the nost in2ortesat s q p l y  rou6e fron Gemany t o  Ital~ ?:as able t o  

f w o t i o n  only on n greatly reduced soale. 

On tho rja!;trvisio route 324 tons were drop-oed on the Padm :P/f Is, 

nin6ering traffic on tho l ine t o  &0l0~;n3 as well zs curtailing moveaent 

on the 2ztsral l ines  frors !2rfente and Venice t o  t Y l a n  n n G  tke ezst-coast 

l i n g  t o  Berrma; md 108 tons t'lere droppe9 on Bgaa (northeast of Venice) 

k z g i n g .  the ra3lr~a.r briirge a i r  tunnolc. 

A constrat and successful effort  rms directed against me wost- 

const route. &2Gt s ~,Etacklil~ vwt  of Oanoa unl.oadad s: totcl of more 

than 250 tons, the targaf 3 b ~ i n g  tho bridp over the Tar Flvor, the 

h t h e o r  vfa8uct and fts wppo2ehear tile YellCiidgl53 ~ . I / Y ~ B ,  .and the 

hand.I.sd by Ihrauiiera, t a r~a ts  being tlzo V i z r e a o  2 / y t s ,  ~ ~ C G O  ~iaduct  

an& tunne3, Zongli v iaCwC,  i n o s ,  C e c h  ~ : / ~ t s ,  and 
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CivitaveccMn hd'oor,  rafl Unes Q n ~ % z l l % t i ~ ) n ~ .  I%smptiozi to %he 

Lf ne ms considsr7rl~, especially at C i d  tavecchin where the cou3ined 

* Strategic mil Tactical attac:;~ coq1etol:r isols.ted Vise tom. 

'?he fnferdiotion 02 tho 3.~~1-Zone route was coqlmeilted by assaults 

on tho b7-yess xoutes in Y4.19 cen%rdL and west-central part of the 

aeninsulo. %a rain attacks rieze delirered a ) ~ i n s t  Yae ; i / Y l s  at 

j3orgo %n Lorenr;~, md against t i e  railrxqr 'orici,yes nt orvieto rtnd Cer- 

taldo. In nddit%or,-as noted above--2AKrs 9-26Is po-saded 5emi and Orte. 

In all, the wes.t-coaat l i n e  took  a beating t o  the tune o f  sone 550 

tons of boabc m d  tho b;r-paas l ines were the rocigients of Gore than 

600 tong. 

The most ~uccessful. ,antSrrtil~vay operation, however, rms against the 

eczst-coast route, The Xrnini m d  Ferr,?,ra :?/~lr,  kagather with bridges 

m d  tmdcs In the vfcinlty,  tore  fnomded with 671 tons; the rctiJTia>r ,and 
I 

tons into the Zalconzzra :!/'ST's. 5he disrnt ion  of traffic wes more 

nearly ooqlnka  t l a  on an2 of the otLer  ftR;F?lm lines. 

A5 x rea-dt of these iand the I;o~e~a3'5or attac'ro there 1.2s z h e a ~ j  

redwt ion  in *xcil trrsific; t r o o p ,  lc.3or battslioaa , ctc. , rrero delaye& 

@ in rsa&n_r: tho front; md ~3~9.2 tEmo a d  effort tras 1os-b by the eneny 

;la3 far frou co-qlate,  ,an$. noted that "a coi.ilr rFson of ra51 capoci- 

ties xi th encng nili tnry r c ~ ~ r e ~ e n t  s e ~ $ m s l z e s  tho  need f o r  ~or~rxrlete, 
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a tnaenaa and in te r f i c t ion  of rdl, traffic sanpl~dng the 

enen;. forces in c n t n l  I t t u ~ . " ' O  !'a then reooman&ed that 'che 

pros;lil include kho l ines  Cienox-aezia , ~~fLla-Farm, 3010gna-?istoia, 

Dming the Zuat balf of the oonth Strategic rotnmred t o  the Sofia 

bf/i"s, hi t f ing ehea wtth G3 tons. Eesults were excellent; and 

In edd3tion t o  its raids on t h e  enewls lbes of supply B D ~ t t e g i o  

cn,yqcrl in several other e p e e  of operations "oetveen 18 and 81 Eeceiibor. 

r;amtox-~,1.~-.force aissims were liuiked t o  trro &tps, the I4Z;a m d  25th. 

A l l  of t se  aissfons on tho 14th rrero ntg&azrt nirfielda in Greece, the 

targets nains Zeusis, KalarmJcf, pad Patot ,  Gne hundred m d  twent;t-six 

sorties ,\sere flmm and 5;;1 tons of boxbs ware drop$ed, by 3-17' s wd 

3-24's. 3,kmrge t o  the three airfields was severe mil. in niltiition, 11 

eneny. fi&%ers wero shot dorm for %he loss of one 3-17.12 Wentgs-ooven 

other bon%ers, blocTz=ed at aeusis  thiclc clouds, unloaded 61 tons on 

the harbor ores at di~aeus.  rill a 3 . s a i o ~ s  oa h e  25th riero ~ b o r t i v e  as 

far as g r i m y  targets  ,were cancszmed. but the e ir f ie lds  a+ Viccaca 

(above ladm) h ~ d  i36ntedera (ezsf of risa) too!; l5nited attacI:s eta 

seconkr;., targat s . 
Tn , W t i o n  %a Strater$.c ' 3  ssoveral xtfackr: on airfields, ractf eal 

hi% Zlosto,r in Y ~ ~ s I a t d ~ .  and the two Cim?ino f5elda Ssl central Italx- 

3?uct YtLack on the C i q i n o  bases was an musu,%11y be~.ry cmer,%tion, 53 x 
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2W Lbs. of hi& eqlosives 3 ,'I& x 23 lbs. 

wi%h ax%e~s%va &rlmge t o  n b ~ n l s t m t i v e  b u i l d i n ~ s ,  3un~'s~rs, workshops, 

and airoraft on the ground; 38 A-36 Is added t o  the damge d r e a a ~  caused 

by the 3-25'8 'by destro:rins 6 r~13nas on the gromil in a sweep which 

a followed the neaiunls raid. 

-. !?he o n l y  on the enonyrs aircraft; p~oductioa during t h e  last 

two  urecks of the year c a m  on tho 19tn \*!hen the :lesserschnitt pl.mt r,t 

Bagabur~., al te  of research and emerluent and final pint nfS&isen5ly 

f o r  the l?e-210, was hit. Y i f t g  3-24'53 mile the at%:;&, dropping 86 tons 

through 19/10 clouds. Puring the t r ig  betueen 50 and 60 eneia;- plfiwzes 

:rere encow~erod; of theee, 13 were destrojred cind 3 prouaol;' destraj-ed 

In spite of tho rather l imited ~ m b e r  of attacks which h& been 

mde a&nst $he Gernan fi&ter pocluct ion p l a t s  r i d  G-Q airfields dur- 

ins Xa~~exjber ,and Cecenbsr, :W was able on. 26 Zeceuber t o  sta te  th~t 

"the air offenefva nmfnst the Gern~m fighter industry has reached s cri- 

t ical stlagefl an& &st the industry Llis stczggaring from the blowa recetved 

.to b % e . f f  However, said M.AF, "unless theso are followed v q  mth further 
*. 

blotra the ~U'DstantPal res5fit~ achieved thus ftir t r i l l  be consiaerably 

disaig3tedt1; Qherefore, it woulCE bs necessar;; t o  re-attack Eegensburg 

a d  Yiener ;:el~st,adt, t o  d e ~ t r o g  the Zrln plant at Leipzif;, md t o  51;21591?. 

a snail nmjmr 02 s ~ e c f  a3.i zed coi~ponent nlmf c in 3olnnd, southern 

Gomany, an& southenstern 'Woae. ['It a~pears well rultnin the c n p b i l i -  

ties of U i s d  s ir  gower t o  delivor n fatal blow t o  the l3erm.n fighter 

f arcs 6hrow::h p,dilitions% attnoks on tna af rcdt industry. 13 

-0 " Z - 1 .  i l l -  i '. 
& .  r: - -- - *. a I - A,;& 

L-.> . . _ _ _ =  _& h" il 
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ILIFls t:arning t k t  further blowa =rg&ixrst the G+U were necossan- 

t~as  given s?. porverful boost on the 2?%h vhen General A ~ n o l d  sent zt "gear1rr- 

end11 mesage fa  tho Fifteenth. Sta$fn~r; th2.t he belZeved t h t  the M&th 

and Ff f temth had not 3 oen concentrsrting enough on destro@n,z the G:9, it 

but had been &:Zag too  m a n y  dLverslomrj- uses of af rcraft , the Gom,mdtng 

Gener~l of the Axmy Air I'orcea concluded: "rThcrefor~, my persoml mesaage 

to your-this is a =--is t o ,  ' g e ~ t r a  ji& force& 

In tke vords of fhj. W. B. Ti. Giles, Genera ,i.moldl s messages t o  
b 

the X&th and ?ifteenth put nconsideraBle pressure on these coma~ders 

t o  destroy the br-va air power, General Amold has not been satisfied 

w i t h  the effort mdo t o  dnto. Ele believes them b v e  Peen too rj,.ut:f di- 

vernion raids + . . that do n ~ t  matorii t l ly contribute t o  the & % s t r u t i o n  

o f  the Ger~mn Air Porce. " 16 

In tae sme messages tho c o m m d o r ~  of the %$th 2nd. Zi'ifteenfh were 

assured that iW picas bere to build the two air forces at the rats 

of f ive  h e a v  ppxrp per mon.th f o r  each eir force, aenang over with 
I 

each grow 100 per cent codat orowa anit. 60 per cent replacerlent in air- 

craft ,  curd that ileveqthine p o s ~ i b l o : ~  was being aono t o  s a d  to the ~Sghth 

nnd ?ifteenth UalS Lhe long-range %Ed m a  f-51 escort fi&ters,'blthoa& 

t115.s steunt th-it ;%her thcatera rlould receivo those tries only as re;irltzce- 

meats to t ake  care of attrition. 113ex;y e f fo r t  v i L I  be mrrde in this 

16 
the G-U' st %he earl%est possible date. I t  

General ilimo1d also vm eonceraca over t h e  ~gerat ioas  of the ifikea 
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air forces t o  irmi sh him with inf~rnatlorr on theis planned operations, 

cavering a period of two nonths, w d  periodicaZLy to no t i fy  hin of any 

pronosed chm<cs in the jz2ms. U k & m  such glans are received, l1 ae said, 

"they will be stucXed to dletor:dne if they are in consonance wl$n the 

p l a d n g  of trris Hen&qwt@rs and to aeteraina i f  the Ulj&3's mil the 

FS"s bonoin~v  are grogerly coor&iwted.. '1 Eec~rda  Indicate&, saf Eeaerzl 

;~~1a0ld$ tmt penr fe:r suooessful missLon8 hail been flown in recent weeka 

Considering tho weathor and other interferins Sactors tihe Zrtteenth 

had not done t o o  'oaa3;- 6uring f;he first t w o  nonths of its 03eraticms-- 
-t 

out it t.ms obvious that "osinesr VIOUXL ae e q ~ c t e d  t o  pi& with the 

no:q year, 

Jlct lvLt ies .  The G t P 1  s noticea*oly ixncre:tseb off ensLve oneratlo?ls 

which had f oatmad liovemller ware ilot continued. in Decemuer, rt1thaug.h the 

&uftvnfZe beL- tihe nonth t&th I t s  c o s t  sucz~ssfnl raid of the c t t t r e  

30 aircraft wore reported t o  nave made the attadr, t ho i r  effort being 

precede8 by a i ~ c r ~ j f  $ waicn d~opped radar- j a d n g  il.window, 3or;ilallr,  a 

30-plme n i f - ~ t  attac:~ 'og the Cr:B ~ ? o u l d  have ?roamed only l imited dmage, 

but tMs time the enmy enjoyed a freak success warn his bombs h i t  two 

~ m u a i r ; i o n  saps  which b l e w  t~ en tho ship-crmed b r b o r ;  the resultin; 

eqlosions and fLrus destroyed 17 sups t o t a l ing :  62,000 tons znct carrying 

38,039 tons o f  cargo (most lg  b o s p i t L  supplies and. 10.000*tons of steol 

plna'r) , caused. hear-? h g e  t o  port f acilf t i e n  (which reawed 3arf s 
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LU 
cagzcity for soma dfme) , m& resulted in ziny c a s i t f  as. Trse success 

of t h e  raid was sue ingmt t o  the enemy's good 1W: l a  h3ttiat; the 

amunition ship  and f a  his e 7 r i l l f ~  m e  o f  [IrpindowtI; but it was dne 

equally t o  tha .Uliosl  un:risc croi?63.nl: of ships In t h e  harbor and t o  t h ~  

lack of defensive fif$ter and bB ei'fort which resulted froa poor--and 

yeraass ipadeauate--communications and incomplete Liaison between the 

sever& def ensiva elemcnts . 
Cue M i  ratd in&catod t k t  tho Cemans rrero in a posltion t o  l:r,ulsch 

snddon and oven heavy attncks in the !!editerranem bec~use of fasir 

central por i t ion  pa i l  becmne 02 the Large nmhr of air oc~ed~hich ware 

13 available t o  thm in Ital:: ad. tifie 3sS-as.  T h i s  indimtion appsred 

f 9 oe strea::thenod on the I& ~h,:ht of 13/14 Eecendor i f n e ~  tho C;nT again 

~Ls f t ed  dr i r i ,  ~Jthough the m i &  did nnly negligible (in part 

'because of a ~ o o a  smoke screen) asd  hti gmners shot  t~otm two o f  the 

rddero.a W e  plmea c u e  from bssos in Greece--tho first time that 

boabers f r o m  t;ht area hsd attacked an Ita1i:m barget. aoxever, t h i s  

second raid produced another infdcation, favorable t o  the Allies, m e l y ,  

that the nttaclr: had been d e l i ~ o r e d  fron Greeca probably because the enemr 

was ~Ltadrawin~ his low-rmge bo;~bers f r o m  Etal3 t o  fields in northern 

&rope; and c~noaequeat rho togra2hic evidence confirzed this. The reasons 

?or the vrri thdrawcd a~parentlg varc t~m-f old: first , the Gu was havf ng 

difficzi it;~ in opratiing fron fields in the Po valley, \4fiich freo_ueatlg 

a r e  fog-l~aund. in tm winter; second, %he enemy's scrmty bon3sr force 

could not afford the Aosnen wriich it tme bounB to suffer i f if continued 

to m into :@J?ts defensive f i g i ~ t e r o . ~ ~  A sinilar vithdmwing of tho 

CrQ t s Xong-r,mge boabere f ran the east ern Xedi t erratlean soon became evident. 
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3 x c q t  for the %~TO 3 ~ r i  raids the enengl s bonuers made only throe 

otner at tacks during the slontll, a,gdnst Cnstellori zzo (Fbode~) , ~ I ~ u s t s  

and Cathawla, and a convoy off Xcnghazi. Eon% of tn? rzids m s  on a large 

sclrle, and in none Bld the rziders do m n c h  dmq8e.s 

I?ne s off exlst,ve f fat er and fight QT-bonuer effort during Ilecenber 

was  hi@^ vrzriable, going up or do:m in terns of the treather o r  In 

pro~ortion to the increase o r  &ocreass of LiIliea grouaa activi t :r .  For 

e m q l e ,  the ctpcze,ga i'or %he f i ~ s t  f i ~ e  b ~ s  of the w n t h  wag MI t o  60 

sorties per it;tj"; bvrt; on the next two izt~s-s, as the k,Uf es l~.mched drives, 

the effort rose t o  cetween 120 rursd 130 sorties per da~. For the rcaafnder 

t a  100 POT say, At no t ime, hovrevc-r, did these aotivit icn pose a ser ious  

tlsrca'c to the Allies,  $01. Sn the over-i:ll .picture the C-.&5"s offensive 

o p e r ~ t i o n s  wore on a lirjfts8 scale--as inucated 3y the fzct that daring 

the entire month the f i ~ b t a r s  of XI1 ASG and PAP shot dow fewer than 

50 enerr o f f  enaive pl~nes.  23 

Bfcasively, the Om cbulCl 'mve asen e-ected t o  grit rq n bet ter  

show th,w it did. fts s:~sten of fightcx defence in northern ItnZ:: wa,s 

well estzbli $bed b:: the bcgiming of llteee~ber, and it had good r,-a.rn;ing 

in tc rcq t ion  s y c t a ~ s .  I!oreover, l t  changed its tactics: instead 

of r ~ s t r i c t i n ~  i t  o fictions lcreela- to 2.t tekcs on bon~exs--w;-Lim i n ~ o l ~ e d  

going f o r  tho fi&t or escort ct~ono trnensver i , ~ s C f b l C 2  .% Horrbv9r, these 

doiw1opent.s dtd not was. to hely the defensive fighters t o  appreciF.?3le 

oxtent, f o r  they attacked only in snotszS 2nd the i r  >os*es f o r  the montn #&&&,&I,) 
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gresiilx exceeded thasa of the lb lL f  ss. Over Grsetc catE the Sd1;ana tko 

GAP befencive offort t a m  re,dsx, but i t  1~i28 noder~,LGe aad by no nems 

adoqwto t o  tha  defense of the area. 26 

Pf lXA2 a &nrr .t;fonr; a 

Qho P l l i e d  air effort for tho nonth \;as &?eator tmn it had been in 

1;ove~Ior. Kore than 33,600 sort ies vrsre ilovm, of w h i c h  some 21,500 

were eff ectirc. @f tho effective s o r t i ~ s  'I:U flev 15,C00, C,Q flew 

7' ,500, SAY ran u~ 4, mj04 and PIC: accounted for around 538. Thc US&- 

2lorr zpproximately 1'7,000 (62 per cent) of the effective sorties 'and the 

F D  10,500. Tho greatest itiff e r e n c ~  betwaeri %he tvo *air forces lay in 

tho operations of S'trategic, rrlfero the is1 s 'I;ellingtont: fleri less than 

100 sbtiea while thc ZISiU2'8 E-l?lr, 3-24ts, E-EGrs, mi? 23-2G1s f l e w  

close t o  2,7C)O and i t s  escort fi&ters fler~r around 1,700. As usual, the 

l ? !  ~redo2dnatcd f n Conota l  E: o p r s ~ t 2 o n s ,  ??ut the tE%..&' elements accomted 

x'or more of CAI"a sorties than ever before, ra&fnf: 40 per cent of 
-4 

the t o t a l  effective sortfas as -inst 32 gcr cent in ::ovez~$er. 

T o m ~ e  of bon3o bropped IJZ-LS a p p o : c i ~ r i t e ~  10,500, an increase of 

2,000 tons over the r20vcm'ber figure. Strategic d r o z ~ e d  around 5,850 

tons, 2tiotical w a ~ i l c d  sorrie 4,650, and G o q ~ t n l  vras cre&L.ted \rZ th. 16. 

Of the t o t &  tho DUD mopped s l i@tly norG than 9,7CO tons (93 per 

cent ) tm.ils the F-41 drop~cd around 775. As usual, 3-17 s led. the parade, 

unlosdiug almost one-third o f  the totcal  torump, 116th 3-35's second and 

3-26'9 third. Tie riost notable inoreftse in cctf v i ty  was by the 3E-26's, 

rihich $let? rtl~0a.l; threa tPnes as; m.n;r sortiea an& mopped, nearly t w i c e  

the tonmz~o in Decemi3er that they did during the previous month. 
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In t m e s  of targets bo~%ed, tho picture ~mo ver;: different in 

Lecenbor frorc it h d  Been in EavernPer vrh& ~;ua  nositions and cm3s 

led the list, folloved (in order) 'oy railroa9, :l/Yvs, ni.rfiel&s, fnaus- 

tri;J. estaBlishnents, a ~ d  port facflTties, with no ane of The mjor t:pes 

of targets receiving an outstmdfng yorcentc?,ge of tho bombs draz_ned. 

1n D e c e ~ b ~ r ,  on tho contrar;., I:/T'S vex% far &&zd of aZ1 other targegs, 

27 
t d x i n ~  around 3,100 kona, or 30 Ter cent of the total. Gun ~oaitions 

and CUTS wore second, with soxse 3,800 tons, followed bg railroads w f t h  

,a-g~lroxl~ately 1,BCO tons, d r f i e l d s  with 1,300, sort faciutiss with 850, 

end hf@vmys tpfith 750,  &e reminder befng droppa on fndustrial estaalish- 

nenLrJ, c l f  f es m& toms, sMppf ng, and ni s c o l h e o u s  turgete, l amoo t  one- 
- 

half of 6tratc&at2 effort was a r c c t e d  ng<aiast l:['r"s; of the rei!ai~der, 

one-fifth ?+as aGinot a i r f i e l d s  nnd one-sixth c~;ainet  railroads. 

Tn the m t t e r  of ~ictori.kes and los~es 1 3 2 2 ' s  recora for the nonth 

sharreit m increase in 710th rlopartzents. ~ S A S  plmeo dectro$ed in the 

air 223 enenr plme~, ,  grobabl;. destroyed 45, and ez?=ged M; the FA? 

destxoyod 36,  grobablg destroyed 8 ,  and banged  a; thc t o t a l  was 359 

des%rored, 53 probably deslmied, a d  65 denaged, On the groun4. the enemy 

1os.t; 25 TLuses destroyed w d  about kalf that mtlly wrs yrobably destroyed 

or fhmgeil. In addition, Coastal  sen* t ~ r o  U-boats to the ~ o t t o n ,  A l l 3  ed 

losses lrera 127 Udm ?ad 52 PAT t5rcxzft destroged. alld nissfnp. In 

ndd2tfon, 544 Allied planes wore dnrrn~ed, 4% of then US- and 80 M.2, 

mast of %he hw.ged pl~nes being victirns o f  fl& and eneng gomi? fire. 28 

# 

TJnquestiom,ol~, the combined dofeasive efforts of the W m d  the 

enemy's armtioircraft were Gore effective t b  the- had been iu i<.;aveuber 
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an&, in. some x e q o c t a ,  mare effective t L a  they had been at ang tfme 

since the be@ming of the ltalien csg2aign. For one taing--sc noted 

above--Allied glwe Zosses Irere heavier. Tor anothor tMng, the ner- 

centmga of combat creT?s killed, uo.lzllded, or rdssin~ Sn action per I.,O9Q 

sorties f l o w n  svas X&cr than it had been in Ihveaber a d  generally 
"J 

a%ove the average for the period from I Seztember throw 31 December:"" 

wl& • Xka. Adxi P-38 

Eov. 6.156 18.637 3,026 3.064 8.632 

9he percentage o f  losses t ~ a s  lotier than it t~ould otnerhdee have been be- 

cauao o f  Coastal1e sgsteta o f  air-sea rescue,vtMch saved 89 1Sves timing 

the month. 30 

Xuring Decenber %ere ~ ~ e r e  several high1 y ImorWf or@zatirsnal 

an& ah~nis%rutive chm2,eo w d c h  lnmlved the J i l ted &r forces fn the 

::e&Ltemzsean. These cbnges wore instituted for the followiw reasons : 

1. l o  crea'te a more Mp$Sy integated Z!editexrznwa PAX am1 by: 

. Conbidng the headqamters of IWorthwest hfxicra rE r  Torees 

\IT-) and !:eMterranczn A i r  Com:nd UIAC) into one headquarters, :.Iedi- 

terxasan A l l i e d  A i r  Porces llLW71. 

Q. Sringing :.:idcUe & s t  un6er control of !%a so as %O =ke 

tho enthe  I:editerraher%n onti wit ns  far as air oseratione Irere concerne8. 

3, 90 enable the Tifteonth :Ar 3orce t o  onerate more effeotively 

by: 
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a, Giving it c o q l o t o  fnrlepea3eace fro11 the ilwelfth A i r  Force. 

L t"A5ng it a part of a projected mif ied  co~mand which w o a d  

control a l l  strategic bornbinf: f r o m  a d  B2i) and thereby ndce the Cl30 

mara effective, 31 

Vile first o f  thess develapnents wc~s the creation of lW, ~ h i c h  

Vie bzsic gL,mg f o r  r q h c i n g  I2&&' ,arid ;XC wtth ~ Y L U  trere made in ?lovenoer 

~kniC Eecanller 1943 at the 32214-.P Oonferesea Set~m8n Presideat 2~ossve l t  

?ad Prltle :IiaTster Pflm*&ill and thojx Chiefs of Staff. At  t i e  conferencg 

the British ChTefs recornended t h ~ t  one com~ader be mde r o ~ ~ ~ o n s i b l e  for 

all aperations En the ! lea  terx,anezn and that the Oomander-ln-Chief , dlli ed. 

qorces, 8hould assnx;a raybonsibilitg for operations in the  fol lo~ting 

areas 2n ~ddltion to those alrendy under ME coai~cu1d: Greece, JU ,mnia, 

Yu~:onl~.v%a, BU3ria, Ihuzzmia, Emsry ,  Crete, the deeean Is l .xxd~  and 

5hrc7cey. Snch m e l o n  s ~ ~ ~ u l d  pl%cs the ent i re  Ilediterrane,.m mder the 

AllZca C-fn-O, t n s  conbiniilg the opsrations or' IYddle iast v~itb those 

of ',:orthtresf; Africa. 33 

At the s m a  t ine the 3ritieh skated tL9t [Ion A i r  IL%rshd Tedderts 

rec~i~mendatlon tne 3rittsh Ghief 0 of Ztaff would l ike  to nq9;est that 

t h e  :Ioaiterrazra.?n Air Co-nd ehou3.d be r o w e d  the :'edii;errana -Ulied 

33 
A i r  Forces. 5?kre n m ~  of thn grq~osed sev ai r  lorces headg~mters,  %her 

decl~ ,rsd ,  h.d boon suggesterl t o  Fedder *oy General. D o o l l t t l e  e s ? ~  in 

October, tiie latter giving the f o l l o ~ t l n g  reasons f o r  his sweation:  
,* 

1, -Tho des5,~9tion oZ I l a i r  forces" vod.13 'oe aors in ke?in,~ uith 

the =ture of t a o  he~dqy-;rters tillan lms the t i t l e  flco~'li.nnd, I f  

I 1  

1 - * 
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2. %so de.siwtions (1- and ;AG) would be replaced b y  n sinEae 

( t o  the detrisrznt  of hnga-lxorlcm good trill) and f 8 llo3d. be rrlse t o  

eliiniW..te the t i t l a ,  
34 

A i r  Ihrshtzl lleader had izwroved of the sq%es'cion. 

Tie reconmeni!ation of tho sri t ish ~ h i e f s ' ~  w s  turn considered by the 

Gas in their 131st ! . feetir~g ( S b V a X ,  26 : : ~ ; ~ ~ ~ m b e r  19425) whf~h time they 

~grearl t o  the pronooeJ ml f ica t lon  of corr-md." Subceqmtly awing 

ti? Confereirce President Eoosev@lt an& 1s. Ohurch%ll laid ffnz.1 plms 

for tho iavaefon of 2rax:oe nrmd seleoted GenonL Usenhowsr t o  be Sqrerne 

~ ' 1 2 e i l  Dommder, agreed uyon a aeries of comead ehtfta in the ,Ulied 

forces enstged In the o m  3jains-k Germ-a:~, clna decided upon a cosz~lsta 

overi~clul. of the !fediterrrme~m $heater co~nmnd so t h a t  instead o f  i t s  

bein? GrLited in to  east md brctst o p e r s t i a ~ l  h?lvcs there would hence- 

~orth be 'fa unified ~QIPFXIEIII~ in the ZIoditerrzn&m Thentex on account of  

i t s  geogrn?hiozd dt~ an& it e dq,endmce on base? in the area. ti37 

Pursui~nt t o  thasc de~elopnetrs khc CGS on 5 Peceauar 194Z issued a 
C 

arectire--raDaesuentlz circulated as CGS 88'7/3--:rhich l z i d  dovm the new 

strmcturo o f  the Allied forces 9n the ITedltom3e,m: 
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4 --- 
I , , .Lb* 

AXlic5 Forces 

To2 onc %b.5iilnv, f -dr.cc& f i-.o &r C-lrr-C an e les-PI. iyith the C - l a d ,  

LEth -'mi,y Croa? cil3 t h e  Z7vr3. C-SEA, ~ f t h  : d l 1  2 c c e  rc -ar t lq  t o  the  

C-h-C, AllteEZ Ttrrcen, Fox aratker tl~ln~:, in rrccor2~rce atith the desire 

f o r  i, c e a t ~ ,  lis& t ? - ~ & i c d  cofitro2 r s  emxesseil '0;: Zd3: : : F x B ~ ~  PeBCer m k l  

%err , l lonr l  S t r i x '  m&er the A5r  C-ir-i:, ' ~ n d  I ; i i ~ ~ ~ - a & r  mde p ~ c l b l ~  re~3. 
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*. 
and an ACE-in-O, :Eddls &st. !?iris gemittsd. each of these %bee 

a s t i n c t  Qeacnts  to control thoae mattors which were p e d l a r  t o  its 

tLhirdly, the 18ddle &st was brou&t under the control  of the 

Al l ied  C-in-0, Ifediter~me~m, and EO cezseil t o  operdte as an autononous 

area, The CG, U. 3. Army Forces in Ehe !:iail~o Ihst (UYAFIXl4) was placed 

under the ogerrrti.0~1 co~trol of the C-in-C, I:editerranean for such 

ogercrtSons and aetivLtSes zs ai&t os coniructed in the eastern ?~fediter- 

rsmean, the Balkmne, Dsets, the Aegean, and Tur?ceg. althou& the CS, 

Ci8.Gllg l~auld reatin revonsible to the ?;ar Eqartment for the perfommce 

of a11 functions precentltly zssigned to h2m with taa exception of those 

r e ln t ing  t o  oseratfonnl. activ3tias Pn those four  areas. 39 

Pourthly, the o r a t t o n  of tho nerr air organization 3roufiht tc&titer 

w d s r  t h e  kl.x C-in-O, I<ecU.tmanean Alleed Blr S;"orcw,every air element 

in the :Iediterrulean. Toe &LT C-in-Caa cotl~an-3 c o ~ ~ r i s e d  all W t ; s  o f  

tho Uw 1iAY0, all & elementa %a tho ::editerranem, includ¶.ng FA33 ?4X, 

and a l l  BAT an3 TAB units which wore operating wltdn the zone of iw$a 

control, as well as ray o a e r  air forces w h i c h  m i s t  bo asstgnea t o  it. 4.0 

Paua, there V~EES fu.~ d t y  of comnd over air wits and Etir ogem~tions 

in. the I:e&.terra.aean. 

Tne logic and d u . 9  of h-idnrj a ti@tlj. h i t ,  theater afr force 

u a a d  be mplg denonstrated mz7 times In the 18 mnkhs of atr  operabions 

In the I:e&termeart which l tou~fi  f o l l o w  tho  T ~ o ~ ? @ I I ~ z , ~ ~ ~ o I I  of 5 December. 

Pne new air force catuy, of course marlred t5e en$ of' both. and 
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tithe :Zed.Lterxan~an ,.T Doamand w i l l  now be lsown as %he Ibdl'terraneaa 
I 

rlil5ied A ~ T  ~ o r c e s .  ti 

DJS 3$7/3 further ~rov5ded that the C-rn-r3, Allied Forces wovld 

~ ~ o v i d e  'chs Fifteenth Air Force "with the necessary lo,$stf cal and 

ath~nlstrative ~u;o'~>art fn p ~ o r f o ~ a c a  of @emtion J5011.iQ~wI:X as the 

air operatioa a f  first yrioritgr~; Irot?ever, fishou3.d a strategic or tact ical  

energencj ar5 SG lJ the O-in-C niz!, at hl s df scret2on, llutill ze the 

Fifteexth US dtratedc A i r  Egorce for -ornoses other than E t s  2~lna.r;- 

~niesion, infoxainf; the Combinad Gnlefs of Staff an4 the Comnmding 

Gencrn~, SCrategic Air 3orces in d3urope f i ~ ~ a ,  if and when that 
41 

cornand i a orwni zed. l-nis arrangexent was the oara possi~3.y dangerous 

fentwa of the new setup, for it offsrcd plenty of c h c e s  for conflict 
42 

of authority a d  assignment between IIi3mA and I'WS, 

A t  the 13btl1 &::eating of the CCS, 'I Pecs~luer 1943, if was agreed 

t & x t  tno miffca t ion  of c o m n d  in the Xfeditarx~ne3sl &od.& taka effect 

from 10 December. Consequently, when I W a '  w a s  a f f l c ~ a l l y  establf shed 

on 29 December (per CsGS Ca~le  0%.U4b a d  G. O, 110. 67,  Bq. ,  X6'i&!, 20 

DecmDer 1943) it cmo into exlstenoe as of 10 Decezbor. 

3etween 5 and 2Q Decenber, purnuant t o  C5S 387f3,  the matter of 

selecting air force cownd.ers for 2~~ @ad ZbO was considered. On the 

e 18th n tentative alate was annom~ed by General -hnold,  after a 

conference r ~ i . t ; h  kasrals ~ i s o m o ~ r e r ,  ;~iXson. m a  ;.', B. Gnfth =a LUT 

I&rsEal Tedder, Fno slate cal led f o ~  Lt. GEL Ira (2. %+:ex t o  Dove dotrn 

f XOJ 3 0  Rnd take charge of :U. 123. Gers. J. iI. Cmon was t o  +,ole 
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GO of h e  aighth, and General Brcreton, who &d soved from t a  U. in 
43 

Octobox , w o u l d  continue as tfG of the 5inth. %ere vms no chtlsge Lxr 

!Wi:&U, w h i c h  was to continue under S i r  ?I@ Lloyd. 

S*enr?ml >1ter %!as informed of the tentative slate on the 18th. in 

a cable fmrn Genema1 J Y L Q O Z ~ . ~  General 3 e e r  replied that if he had anr 

groferensa in tho matter na would grexer t o  r a a i n  trith the fighth. Ee 

f e l t  that if hs left at tuLs stage of t h e  m e  nearly two years of 

evexience i n  &LC3 muld be "wasted"; besides, " k t  t-oxld be heartbreak- 

ing t o  l e m  j u o t  before L'~h3 climcz~.~ Xf. however, he was not t o  

stay til%h the ~ L E P ~ L L ,  it was his xecomen&ttion that iiaj. Gen. IS.t~al B. 

idwards be j$ven coswt0.d of tL~t air force en& that  Generd 1Soo3ittle 

sta3- with the Fifteenth, for t h o  do othorv3.sc loses  bhd ~ L u e  of prior 

training enli a v e r i e r s e  for their  tacks in their  ~ a m o c t i v e  tfie~iters 

Zt. Gezl. Taaea'u L. EBFOXS, CG of the meriean forces in X ' O ,  I 

strongly rocom~nd~ed thst Gelzord. &zsr stajf 3 t i t l r  the :Y &th, even 

vent eo far as t o  gay that " i ~  c h g e  of comaaders at th i s  time w o a d  

"u ddfas.t;rouely felt throu&oi.f .the trctr." 
46 

General h o l d .  replied in 

a a necszge whfch praised General 2kdcer'8 work with the Liigl~bh but, whim 

c, t t l ted tbli ha could not see h i s  bray elear l i t  o &:e aw change in the 

Consoquentlp, when 0. 0. lo .  67, Eq. , XFEct, &ted 20 December 1543, 

cioslgnated :iir 1:srd~cl Tedder as Air C-la-Q, I:editerrme~a, and General 

Svaata as i l i a  Zqut~. nsrd as OG, ISSAG? 2;-QO, it was un~erstood that tkese 
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assigments were only for moment: aPd .two days later General Eeker 

opas assie;ned fo LDO (effective upon relief of ~edder)  and General Spaa-br; 

was assigned to m[ (effeotive immediately).4B later, General Ee.ker 

was ordered to delay his departure to MTO until suoh t h e  a8 he had been 

abZe t o  give t o  General Doolfttle t b  full  advantage of his  long exprierma 

nlth the Eighth Mr ~oroe .~ '  On the 28th General Doolittle was offioirlly 

tr-fsrrsd to the ~igh*h ma ~ m s n t ~ .  ~ n g  to the ~iftesnth.~ (i.nora1 

Cannon had already (21 ~ecember] been assigned as CG of the Twelfth per 

orders from NATOTJSA.~' 

General Baker and his Depuw, fir Marshal S i r  John C. Slesser, a d  

not arrive in 330 until the middle of January. In the interSm (20 D a m  

oembes-35 Jammy) 1 & . * s  operations continued as usual and under the 

old ohain of oomnend, Tedder and Spaatz ha- l e f t  the reorgenizaticnz 

of .the alr forces to their auocessorr." In ordsr to olarify the fmterim 

arrqement, I~~ 188~8d an Organization Memorandum of 27 Deoermber whioh 

g a ~ e  the follcwdng inetruotions flpnding full aotiva.t;iontt of T + W r  

1. Beadqunrters, W, Algiers, relinquished Z t s  t i t l e  and assmed 

the  f i t l e  o f  Headqua.*ers, W  ear). ?he element would be responsible 

for war organization until I W  (~dv.) assumEd %he flur&ion, also plan- 

ning, mahtenance and supsly, w d  AEZQ liaison. 

2. Headquar hers, H A W ,  a d  Air Co~lrmand F o a t  (an advanoe headquders 

at La Har~a, near Tunis)  relbquished their t5tLes and were cmbinod 

under the nmr title of Eoadquarters, IdAB? (~dv).  The elemenf would be 

respons%ble f o r  all Air S-t;af'f duties other than -those speaiflaally 

assigned f o ?W  ear), and for W adahistration in Northest ilfrioas, 

Cen'cral Idediterrmean, end PWta Forces. 
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3. 2he r ;b in i&ra t fon  of EX? d t a  in tkso 1iddI.a East t~owld can- 

tima md-er Headqmrters, = d f  1 the UW' stdf  had been f i l l ed .  53 

&I 10 Peoenbcr, had fn it 123,864 U % S  an6 177,;319 per- 

connel, plus 4,261) F a  personnel--a t o t z l  of 3135,343 bodies, It had 

liovrever, &bout 63 per cent of the  FA^ planes were nonoaoratioral,  leaving 

control otar the f oLLowing olencnt s : 55 

1. Strategic Air Force IlikW)-- 
5th Bomb Xing (4 g r o ~ s  of 3-17 Is, 3 bf flghStera) 
B2d 3onb :fiug (., & r o q s  of 3-air's) 
47th Bonb \Fiw (5 ~ O L ~ E  of 3-24 ' 8 ,  1 of 3-17's itnd 3-25's. 
and 1 of fighters) 

205 Bomb Broq (3 wings of :;ellingtons) 

2. gact icd.  Air yoroe (LAWq)-- 
XI1 A5G (3 goups of fightera, 2 p o q s  of J'ighter-bombar~, 

1 sqmdron of U. S. d&t-f ighters ,  1 tac/xecce squdron, 
and 1 P D  fighter m& nQBt-fi,:htsr ?ring) 

TEF (3 g r o q s  of 3-25's azld 1 g o u p  of A-20 s) 
W (2 U. 8. fi@ter g r o q a ,  2 US 'ings, 1 3 2 ,  P W  a d  
SAG wjrrg, 1 Fm an& EGD wine, 1 F D  a d  W recon vine) 

3. Coaet,al Air L'orce (!.LkCLJ')-- 
62d Xig31t cr %ng fU. S. ) 
63d Bi@ter ::Sing {U. S.) 
242 Grow G-W) 
1 BAY, P&l, rznd ?Aw vlag 
1 RE \Ant; 
310th 3oa;b Gro* (2-25's) 
3 FAF sqmdroncf 
1 BBF a d  F 2  squndron 
CK@ X l i b  (pa) 

5. Tra5ni.n~ Comnd (XI1 f C)-- 
- 1 f k ~ h t e r  t ra in ing center, 1 bamber tmin5ng center, 1 tac/ . 

reces squadron, and, 1 2 s  training sqmdron 

- L - " S  -+ -.-- 
- -* -TFf-+- -.A;, -TT;rn 

; P - -  , - <-, .zTY -- - - - ( t I,+ - 
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6. Fhoto B,E?c6m~issance (1~W.l;)-- _- _ _  - s- --- - 
+>.-+kL- L+ - 

321 an& 5th Fhofo hcon ~~roups > -+- + -,- - 4  * - ***-! h -- - - - 
396 (RG and &Us) 
1 FAX squad.ron 

8,  ,U.r Service Cornand 

:"%AZa inherite6 f o u  ~~rixizry tasks. The first was t;o oring the 

rdnum gress'irrc t o  bear on tke Germ= war potential 'by helping to smash 

its insustr~, esprcidly its aircraft srodm'cion. T.is was SA5"s job. 

She second trtss t o  svrprorf t he  ILw6 armies, i n  the battle zone and by 

the intor6ietion of supply fines. !Phis ~r,l.- IfAVts responsibilf tj-, bnt 

is;AEj' would be emeoted t o  help ~g sttacks against lines in northern Italy. 

Pine t h i r d  mr,s to assist in keepins oFen tho sea-bnes mi! t o  protect 

shipping, harbors, roar  est~bli h e n t c ,  eta. !.?his w0.s CAF's %as!:. a l e  

fourth ftas $0 coopaxate with the 2a~tlsans in tho 3a-5. Fixis ~ r o 3 d  

be t'ne responsibf l i t y  of 'PAX' and TCC, wit'n the poosSbilitg of help 

9ho ::edltexxnnea theater b;ld been the p r i m -  growing groutid fox  

the use of air nowcr in close coopexotioa .rd.Eh ground troops over sfnce 

91 Almein and had been the c m i o l e  of j o a t  ~ourtand ever since %day, 

8 1hr.enner 1942.'~ To tnese fkto fcaturcs th~re  had b n e ~  added z third: 

a partTcipatfon in the DiO. U d e r  Iw tho air forcexs-in the !lediterrenem 

would be fn a position t~ carry on and to improve the staadarCs which 

Bad aeen estgbllshed In 1942 a d  2943. 

The moon& of tihe major develo2msnts 9n DeceaDer was the coq I&e  

sep'mXtion of tho Tlfteellth A i r  Torte f r o m  tho qtuelfth. !hen the 
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Fifteanth had been estr%li&ed on 1. liovenber it b d  rewined unaer the 

eduini strative con+ rol of the Twelfth. P L i  s conz ti on continued until 

E% XL Ilocexher, when the 3ifteenth was roZeasod .Exor; a l l  control br the 

V ~ n l S t h . ~ ~  The task of m,?ltint: *he Ywelfth a purely tactfcsl air force 

in place of an all-puyose aLr force xi?s taus coqleted.  

!the third of the Cecemuer developments ccme an the 2% in the form 

of a trdvkmce directive issued br JAPOUSA, whim stated that, effective 

1, irPfted Sta tes  * A i r  
Forces, liorth filrLcun 
Theater of Merations 

ilrdly A i r  Ebrces, Kediter- 
ranean Fneat er of 
Operatfonn 

6. 11 Air S e d c e  Area 
Coxciand (Gp) 

6. 111 A5r Service !flea 
C o m ~ d  

A r u !  A t r  Force Service 
Comstnd, : IeU t errmom 
Tneater of ,Qsrztions 

Air ?orce Service 
C0~1p31d.  

7.  XI1 Air Torte 3 ~ i n e s r  Amy A i r  Force Engineer 
Co-d (Prov) Cor~and, Iledi terranew 

%cater of Cperations (Erov) 

8. X I 1  A i r  Force Trainin& 
Gomanil. 

XI1 A i r  P O T ~  Zrzining and 
Bqlaclenent COEUZGI~ 

9. 50th Photo kecomaissance ' 90th Photo Peoonaai~sance 
V b g  Iiing 

[- T -  - - + -  

'I' 
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On 1 J ~ U T I I : ~  theso &ages vere pa* into Tho strmture of 

the U&WF in-IdTO tiilich they eatabliehed continued until the end of the 

I J ~  in Europe. 

As a rcauLt of the reorganizatton tilere were five nnjor USiIrW 

air headquarters in tho thezter, aZ1 itirectlp u & e r  AiXF/1.220 for admini- 

strative control: Trrelf th Air korce, rif teezith idr P o ~ c e  , AW~G/I:TO, 

_VSX/!~O, md. 90th Photo Reconnaissance i,fng. ~t the ~eginning of the 

ItaliLan clqaPf3n A.1 of these elements hcrd been a 'part 02 the ~ w a l f t o  

A i r  3orco. 51iere were owrent ly  no &mf:ea in the operational compnds: 

.LGLD, IViTAT, ILIGL2, ,?nit IWXtl. Rotrevcr, 11lk'rSC ceased to e x i s t ,  the 

Aner icm elment assuming the titls of ,wSC/IITO znd the TXF el sent 

thzt of Headquarterr;, 218 Grow. 61 
9 

Uncler t l l s  new setul, a11 matters affectirg CSm policy were to be 

a&dr~68~6 to the EG, &2/1:!20. JJl  mxttsro affecting allocr?,tion of 

svplies t o  c o n ~ a d s ,  ~ ) r i o r i t i ~ s ,  novcaents of s q ~ 3 . 4 c s  a d  personnel 

into the theater, ovcmratcr shipnents within tbs thcster, and t rasfers  

~titizin the c o ~ d s  vrouZd Be the functions of  the JG = / : ~ f ; l ~  and his 

neadqumters would Be the ageno;- t o  deal wikh tZl2.i and iwri5OUi3A on all 

&lalitera and. with the appropriate hertdo_wters fr. the D, S, on technical 

mil technical-cfcgply aatters, excepting routfne re-sorts and other routine 

natters which would be rendered arect)y b2 t h o  rocpecf5ve oommanb. 

Eontine n&AnisErativo rnnttorn were t o  be b a e d  'by the respective air 

forces accor3itng $0 norm1 aliil exieting regulations. 62 

A final d.evelopment, sm.11 but important, concerned ZUX3'" s air 

trmsport agency, :!eater 

r==- - 
I 

1 
1 -  P 

t 
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on 2 IJovember between Generals S$aatz, i;orstad, >lauch, Air liarskl f edder, 

and others it had been decided that would gc2dw.lly tarn over al l  

of i t s  Xorth African t~wff ic  t o  ATC and TJTJ.t-Td, so th!~t og 1 January 1944 

f .t ~:ould womte froin :Torth Africa to Its13; and $2~9 islands & within 

Italp, Sicily, Sardinia, and Corsica but not witdin Xorth Mrics. :W?S 

had been operating i n  Ifala cince October, pad after the conferenca 

I t  extended its tripe to S a r a n i n  and COPS~CR. In order to carry out 

its couisfti;tantcr Dora effect5oelj it created on 31 Decafbex t"ne Continental 
63 

3l r l s ion  of ihnd, and tho ne:: &viaion took over tho activities of 

bdvmce Ecadqumtsrs, ilhr"3, w h i c h  had been in ITa2lcs since 11 October. 64 
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U F @ C  
AAF3C 

&FA= 
UHQ 
AFSC 
USE0 
k,Gf'? 
ANFA 
AC C - h - C  
AsLC 
ASC 
AT 
ATC 

G L O S S A R Y  

Army Air Force mgineer Command 
Army Air Forces Service Comsnd 
Gird~ome 
Office of Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Plans  
All ied Force Headquarters 
Air Force Service Command 
Historical Office, Hq., Army Air Forces 
Office of The lidjutant Ceaeral, 4iar Department 
knfa Hotel, Casablanca 
Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief 
Air Service Area Comuand. 
Air Sl l f f~or t  Command 
krny &ransport (ship) * 
Air Transport C m a d  

Coastal Air Force 
CBO Combined Bonber Offensive 
CC8 Combined Chiefs of Staff 
Gin4 Comder-in-Chief - 
CPJ Conibined Planers Staff or Combined Staff Flamers 

* 

Desert Air Force 
Drop zone 

EX0 ,3amp ean Theater of Operat ions 

FAF 
FO 

French Air Force 
Flag Officer 

WF German Air Force 
GCX Ground C ~ n t r o l  Int e~ceptor 
GP bomb General purpose demolition bomb 

LIF Italian Air Force 
Lntop Summary Operational and Int eJlLgence Sw~mary 
Lsun f ntelligence 3ummary 

J /CC3 Div. Joint and Ccirib$ned Chiefs of Staff Division, 
JCS J o h t  Chiefs of Staff 
J I C  Joint Intelligence C d t t e s  
JPS Joint Planners Staff - 
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POL 
PO3 
FfiY 

- -. 

Landing smmd 
t 

Eediterranean Allied; p r e f h d  t o  other letters t o  
f o r m  HAW (~editerranean X U e d  Strategic A* 
~orce) ,  etc. 

liediterrmean A U e d  Air Forces 
Eed i t emean  Air Conmand 
Hediterranean Air Transport Service 
bzutor transport 
Kediterranem Theater of Operations 
U t a r j  vessel 
UarshaUing yard 

North bfricw Air Forces 
llorth :if rican Theater of Operat ions 
North Afrfcan Theater of Cperatioas, U, S, Army 

Petral, Oil, and Lubricants 
prisoner of ;'iar 
Photo Recomaissance ;v'ing 

R u p l  hstrallan Air Force 
- TtoyaJ. Air Farce, EIZddle East 

Royal Mr Force msport Command 
3oyaX madkin Air Force 

Strategic Air Force (~f, XASisF, uSAF) 
South African Air Force 
Secretary of Air Staff 
Statistical Control and Opera.tioaa1 Report Unit 
SyeciaT Cperations Ekecutive 
Singleenghe fighter 
Secretary of T'ar  

Tactical-3econnaissance 
Tactical Air Force (Cf. NATAF, EATAF) 
Tactical B ~ b e r  Force 
T r z h i n g  Ccmaand (~f, IQATC, 12%) 
Troop Carrier Cammsnd (Cf. !JII%C) 
Troop Carrier ;ring 
%&I-sngine fighter 

United i;ingdon 
U-kited States Strategic Air Forces in Europe 

Zone of Interior I 
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Chapter I 

1, IP 111-F-5, Italy, in Offico GexPices Br., bA.@,  I 
2. Mar Offensive -inst I t a l y ,  fl 18 :lev 42, prepared. b;; Intol l ,  Service, 

in &SO 384.5. 

7, S l c l l g  ~mo ?referred i;o Sardinia because it m3 of gre,zter military 
nnd po l i t i c a l  significnnce, r o a d  'foe a ~et ter  base for air operations, 
would con%rit&e aore directly and effectively t o  opening the I f e a t e r -  
ranem, and its loss  woul.6 *oe mere detrimental t o  Italian morale, 

9 .  IXn'utaa, CPS, 40th :Ieeting, 3 Dec 42. I 

1 ,  l8nute~1, GGS, &t'h fleeting, 33. Doc 42. I 
25. For 8ke deoisions at Sasablancz, aee CC.8 170/2, 23 Jan 43, and Gen, 

XSsea!!ower ' 8 2 q o r t  on S i o 9 1 ~ .  

19. l.;Jinates, JGS, 5Xh, 51st, 52d, Mth, 57th an& 96th 14eetrlags, 13, 14, 16, 
18, 21, 22 Jan 43 l X i ~ A 1 ,  and Fznutss of 1 s t  ,and 2d a e c i n l  lieetings 
Between the Idresident aad the dB3 , 15, 16 Jan 43 \.;iJFA), 
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2 Xinutos o f  1st Special ?4eetfng 2eheen tine Srerrident mil the Job, 
15 Jan 43 (&@A); fanutes; of 5lst, 5%. S t h ,  57th, and 58th 
Keetings, JGS, 14, 16, 18, 2l, 22 Jan 43 lU;F-QI ; CasabXmca Con- 
ference, Ilinutes of U S A  ILeating~, Jan 43. 

aasabllulca Conforencs, IEjnutes o f  UYFA E e e t i n ~ s ,  Jan 413; CCS l65/2 + 

and 170/2, 22, 23 Jan 4 3 ,  It is interesting t o  note that ap$arontly 
nef ther the .4nericxns nor the Brf tinh m t i c i p a t e d  at this tirne %kt 
the UXiea would fin& it necessary tio occur~y Italy. According t o  
General !Iars&ll tho isritrm stated that the? Irere not interoated 
in occupying Italg , feelinc tha% it would add t o  the A l l i  esl burdine 
t.dt;hout connonsurnte returns. The President agreed 143th -&is d e w .  
See 2I-inut;es o f  ;jd Specin1 I:eeting Between the PresZaezlt ma the 
Jcs, 16 Jan 43 (&ild)s 

22. 01-LIX-3240, Cairo t o  AGAELr .U,S% 1980, 5 Pec 42; unit histories,  
98th a d  376th 30dI G138 \u). 

23. BB;E. &&-1Jo, 2, Ja-:larch 4'3; unit hlstdrier;, 98th 
and 376th Bomb G3s W). 

27. It should be noted tbt pr tor  to the ftaliam amaign  al l  B-17f5 
i n  the  I.fediterranean theater wexo a s s i s e d  to the Twelfth &r 2'orco 
and all B-24ts t o  ehe Finth fir Force and = !Id. 

30. Meno for C/S from C-3 8ec. , Sd%, Action in  thu i l e d i t e k r m e m  in 
ths hkant of the Collapsa oi Italy, ~ / 5 5  (final) ; rnerlo for G / S  
froa G-3 Sec. , Ai'riq, ~ M t i o n  on Collapse of Italy, PI63 (1st draft). 
30th documents are in aerations 2ecord 2ook (Torn 540), l=&C), 
Feb to Sop 43, incL. 

31. A3kiQ, &3 Sec., IlAltermtive Course of iuct ioa if HlT%y Becomes 
IqracticabLe,l ~16.2 (ad dr:+dt), in @ns, EectorcT Boolc, 

32. riemo for  G/S fron E.3 Sec., GkiQ, Action Abpdnst Italy After Opera- 
tion EZUSY, P/IO (1st &T&%), kn Opns, Eecord dook, J h C ,  

33, Nemo for C I S  from 6-3 See., A2P4, I:editerraneLul Strategy, 7 ihg 3 ~ & , ,  
E/Ba (fiarS) (r~,viged),  in Qns, Kecord Book, ;ikC. 
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37. Eile ,lmerican view rlns initially &af t e d  by Oize JYS, oeing- approved 
by the JCS on 8 lky. (Yee JCS 290 and JG3 2Y0J1, 7 and 8 thy 45, 
ma 14intat;os. J W ,  't8%b Xleeting. 8 12ay 43. me Br5t9sh view is in 
Aqend3.x flEif. CCS 239, 14 ;by 43. 

46. CCS W/L, 20 lhy 43. On 28 Ekd- the DocibineS Staff PLamerr; fell 
h l i ne  ~15th the CCS plan to leave the &?titer of future operations 
in the ZIeditexrnrPem t o  Generd. Usenbwer by prepartng and pre- 
e e n t i ~  t o  the COS a report which called for continued operaClons 
t o  M v a  Itau out of tho war; Stcilg was t o  be talcen, and thereafter 
IiUSLP 1.m~ t o  be exploited rdl;h such operations as were best calcul~- tod 
t o  elind=te I t a l y  and contain the greatest number of Gerrlan troops. 
See Wli ?%LD, 22 I~ia'j 43, anfi W) OES, EOYG lLeetin3, 22 ihy 43. 

49. CGS 244/1, 25 Iby 43. 

50, CCS %2/6, 35 l'ky 53; GUS 250/1, 23 E % y  43. - 
52, Alp-era Conference, 1st. 2d, ad 2eetings. 25 Ibj-3 June 

52. l:otes for C/S from E 3  Bec,, bE'fi'?,, Operations a f t e r  F.u&y, ~ f 8 5 ,  
33. !%y 43, In Opus, Eecord  BOD:^.,, 'r AG. 

83. I:mo for E/S from G 3  Sec., m e ,  Outline rlm f o r  Assault on 
- ItalT,m :kinland, 7 June C3, ns. Eecoxd EoorcJ 

IW. 
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55. ::er.10 t o  CIS fron 6-5 Sec. , Post-IIusRy Operat5 ons, P/92 Cfinzl) , 
28 June 445, Zn @ns. Xecprd Boolz, ;+W. 

56. , ~lpp.. 'JB"; l3%? 250, Xisenhower to df.;b%G: for CCS, 23 June 45, 

58, Fifth I'lrq LLf cbory, Vol. 1, p. 17. 

59. Sw-rooly rr b y  pasrred during the period without Yae C-3 Section and 
its a l l i e d  seeti. ans t:orking on tne &etuilrr o f  3bTmXSS, C9'dLz and 
the athor pro3ected. operationn, Seo Opno. Xecard BooEr, !-W. 

60, S i , p I e :  B q o r t  on ~ h i b i o u s  Ogoratioa~ in the IIediterracm from 
J a g  to Sqtanber 1943, 22 Oct 43. 

61. UZLi, G-3 Sec. , I'Appreclatian of an Lwhibf ous ksse~u3t  Against the 
Xayles 24 July 45, I?/% (fLnal), in was. rtecord 3odr, 1"rC. 

62. Eeno t o  G/S fron. G-;S 8ec. , AEiq, Coqnrison of Qperatf ons ILPJSXS 
and T~PHLP, 25 J u l ~  43, P / l O O  (2d &aft), &as. Eecord Book, L%C, 

64, !Iemo to C I S  f r o n  G-8 Sec. , Outline Plan for C$erstiion 1;UmF, 
24 Jay. 43, 2/96 (final) , in. Opna. Fecord Book, !LAC. 

66. G.:-Il7-19362, 3 senhotier t a J ~ ~ ~ + U i  for GCS, 27 Jlil:; 43. 

67. ; see a l so  1iPlr" 303, XsPnhofuer t o  AG?Jh3: t o  CCS, 28 Jal7 43, 
113. 1518 111-9, Beet 2-0, 39, file 62, l . W .  

a 69. TAX 183, bCiJA2 for CGS to 3isenhov:er. 6 Av,g 43, 

70. An cr.rIier plan f o r  2LPX?28S t r n ~  pubZi rhea on 2 ~qvst. See 
Cysrctf oncrl Direct if 2or CQera~iom b b ~ ~ ~ ~ S - - X o .  1, Eq., ?!actica,l 
Air Xorca , 2 i,u6 83, fa PZSkaO. 20r aa eaxlier ; ~ ~ L ~ Y " ; ; O Z  p l a  aeo 
operation "Xi2Oi;l:, UQ hq. , 3 Aug 43, i n  nB1i0, 

71. Eq. ?-W, Prodnioaal Outline Plon for Ojmrations 3Tn&SE an& 
I=EiT0iiX, 4 Aug 43, ~-5/~.6 (final), in flb30, 
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72. S i p l c  mt, on h y h i b i o w  @ns. in Xed. from July to Seg 1943, 
22 Oct 43; Eq. !hC ta C G i U - ,  Operations on the Italian IMnlrtnd, 
31 J a g  1843, in Opns, kccord Book, Iiil, App. F 2 1 1 ;  Eq,. :rm, :r&@ 

rlazning Ifenoran& - Zuture Operations, Sio. 1, ~-5/4316 (11 bug 431. 
. a  

'73, See a l s o  19nutes of a Coafererice Held at 5kin sllghth Amy at 2415 
nours, 5 ,a_% 43, in nSdO. 

74. iim, L 5  Sec., [~AMnisdr&itro  Impllcation~l a2 Between BbTrZP3SiS .ma 
A V f i P S : ; ~ , ~  8 &lug 43, in File  111-A, Beel 39, f i l e  62, Ii&O', 

75. CIf-IT:-E42El, Ztsemo?;or fa JLGIIJJI %OF GCS, 5 P-q:. 43; C:.:-IK-?3E5 
(1."- 318) , Freedom to AG;;a for CJS , 10 dug 43 ; CL1-0m-3733, 
Sisanhot~er to C-in-C IfeB. & &, 10 -8% 45. A swnmsry of the plmc 
for 3AMAYUfiA a2pears as Annex 20. 1. 

76, I.!wa for C/S from F B  See. , AFidr;L,, O o x m d  for Operations ngdnst 
aorsica, 7 JUQ 44, f / 8 9  (fiml), Opns. Record Sook, :AC. 

77. 11Ynuf;es of llecting of JC6 13th President Pooaevelt and Secretary 
Gfinaon, 10 Aug 43; OCSI 106th :iaetfng, 14 huf; 63. 

78. FU? 198, CCS for Eisenhower, 20 dug 43; C!5217-16715, Zsenhower to 
AEXlE .EOP CCS, 22 43. 

80. c : I - G ~ E ~ B ~  (E9!3' 4751) , IhrsWl t o  &sanho~ver, Il. 2% 43; @Ti-15-9451, 
3isemowor for !hr~hlL, 1s dug 43. 

1 It should be aoted that General IIark Glnrk, CG of tho 5th Arw, 
strongzy favored the ares arolina the  nouf;h. of the Volturna River 
(Gulf of ~aota) over the Emlerna area, provided the zir forces 
could furnish air cover that far frda the 5icilien airfields. Upon 
oeing told by Air !-%reha1 %dder that su&t cover was not poseible, 
General GZarL: aoandoned his preference f o r  the Tolturno assault. 

+ Msto~,y  of Fif th  Xrzq.7, '001. I, p ~ .  20, 21. 

82. 'ihc forces rrhi.ch would be used rmre tkosa which wore being sat 
fo r  AVkLAIZCXd. G 3 I s  glans f o ~  5nvadjng n e a  Eome liere 'uzaed on 
the assmqtion that aATl?O;bi; had  bee^ succesafnlly launched. 

83. Elmo f o r  C/S fron G-3 Sec., 2 3 ' W ,  Ascai3.t in Eone Area 14 August 
1943, ~/l03 (final), in Q~IIB, kecoras 2002z, l%C. 

84. i~C-OEf-C685, lisenhowcr t o  (I/-in-C lie&. g& &, 16 r 2 ~ g  43; liAF 2526, 
Xserhower t o  AGiiXi f o r  GCS, 16 iiug 425, in IYle 1 1 1 4  EeQ 38,  
file G2, Lk*. 
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Si1:pels &t . on Anp~ibious @ns. in the I%d. f ron JWy to Sey 
1943, 22 Oct 48; I~fC-DV2-78ltt, iisenhowsr t o  L. 1;. Douglss, U5 iiki2 
Wpping A h , ,  19 Aug 43, in F i l e  1x1-A, reel 39. file 62, I " U ;  
The Ptalian Cariroa;Lgn. ;&stern 1Iav81 Task Yorce: Action Report of 
the Salemo LmrSrLngs, Septenbr-Octo3cr 1943, p,  68, in U3ZO (cited 
hersimftor as Western KaverJ. ?ask Force). 

1st a d  2d 1ieeting;s of President and. Prime !8nister with CCS, 19, 
23 A% 452. 

Iieetlngs 106-215 incl.  , CCS, 24-23 dug 43. 

ecs 303, 303/a, 319, 3X9/5, on 9, 17, 19, 24 Aug 43. 

Q 

I%nutec, CCS, 116th Efeeting, 24 43. 

GCS 919/5, 22 Aug 43. 

* 
CCS 328/1, 27 A u g  43. 

- 
I-----*+ -. 

1 
---=--- - 

-a=. -. - '2'7 

"?*$; "& i.i. ii 
. L 

---I, 

k -  
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1. S o ~ e  lmot2edge of the structure of the ,Ulieil air forcos, especially 
of 17m, i s  aleo neceassry t o  an unbrct~~l ldix~g of tth &wgea in 
orgadzat foa  waich wouZd t&e ~ l z c e  during the 2irst f o w  nonths of 
the Italian caapaign. 

2, Discussion of the elements comridng  IJ- is based. won x i -4D  or- 
& sational &a68 f o r  24 August and 9 Septem'ber 1946 osd upon the 
Admin5strat$rre History of the 3vrelf%L A i r  Force. For a conpleke 
picture of lXi.0, eet3 b o x  1%. 2 , Cjrlart~l 1 a d  2, 

3.  By 9 Sept4cber onn wing of Spitfires an6 Efjttflawks P-ad been moved 
fron W5 (I;e,ar) t o  ( ~ d v )  , w h i l e  one of the @itfire wings hati Peen 
txaaferred from 1.U to LU. 

4. By 9 Septenbor +ha Palomo,  h i s ,  ,and Sousso Sectors had been pulled I 

together t o  cornpiso a separate echelon llndex LbCm, 

5 ,  For details of tho stractare a d  functions of 1;;iAC;--pzirticularly of 
i t s  ?I. S. coqonent, XI1 USB--cee Bq. iuXESC/:*:TO, Hi story of the 
Orig3ml XI1 J4.r k r o e  Service Comaad from z\ctivation t:, 1 Jwwy 
2944. 

6. E5storical Xata, Kedeterraslean Air 'Pranqort Servlc~. 25 1hy 1943- 
31 lhr 3.944; Hq, wSO/I;'SiO, Bistory of MSC/ISQ, L Jmarg;-30 June 
1843. 

7 ,  Tor additional details, see Wator;; of XI1 A i r  Force T r z i n i ~  ana 
Bqla~eacnt BommcZ, 18 Fobm;zr~ 1949-3 3u1y 3.944. 

9. Diary, BCIAS, O C a ,  17 ITov 43. 

18, Data swplied by Statistical GoZItrol, w. w, Septei3be~ 3345. 

11. See The H&atow of I W ,  Dececbor 1343-1 Septeder 19&, Vol. 1. 

12. Rq. 12bb Qeratlons and Sthtistics of Twelfth Air Force, in A4'SaB. 

13. TIq. I W ,  Provi sf onal .ar Ontiline Plan f o r  Cperation llAvalmche, i r  

A-5/P.8 (fiml), in mSEO. 

14. The latter f l ~ = ~  is based on internal evidence in the PxoPiaionaL 
A i r  Outline PZhn and on other souroes, nono of whf 6haare in c o q l o t e  
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15. Data sv2 l i ed  by S t n t i s t i m l  Contro1, IIq, =, Aacorbfilg t o  23d 
SCirhG, U S A 3  personnel tatale& 103,167 bodies (13,538 officers and 
~ 5 , G 2 8  enlisted nen), an ~mderstxeilgta o f  8,623 (I,r327 officers and 
6,696 enlisted nen), See Eq. 32th =, Qerntiona and Statistics of 

H 

21~'0l52ta fir Zorce. 

16. Pr'ovisioaal Outline Atr Plan for O?eratf era SUT:mSS and &Y2O,L;, 
8q. i ' i ' ~ ~ ~ ~  &-5/P. 6 (f 3-1) , 4 AXIS 43 ; &&' && t err- 1%. 5, 
pn. 6 ,  12. 

17. Provisional Outline a r  Plan for Operations hU3'1'XSS and BAXT~NX, 
Hq. Em, 

18. Hq. I~m.Q, Opratf  on ~1.8d23nehe; Hg. nu, 0per:itf on 1nst~r;lctian KO. 10, 
no b % e .  

Butween 4J 3sd 45 tisousand troo3e were emectsd to  &;o ashore on D-day. 

10 C o g 3  inclutlca f ie  .ltnerican lst ,  31. a d  4th ?&azer rattalions. 

La te r  p l a s  ses111t~b in canceling the ewlo~-iseit  of *the 82& Airborne 
SXvision ae rt part of the & L ~ v  assault forces in favor of ,an d r -  
borne operation at hne.  lfhi~ p h n ,  t o o ,  w3s canceled. Hov?e~er, 
the 824 vr3s nut, t o  p o d  use later in the invas5on: see below, 

Fifth ,bay History, Val. V, pp. 26-38. 

me Gontrol 30x0 rrct~ md~r  Vice .%biraL Hewit%; the  Sou%h~rn !Cask 
Force m a  mder Fear Admiral ,  bl1 ,  USJ; the ITorthern faa'r Yorce 
-ms mdar Con~~odoro Oltver, 5;;; the ;u~port Garxior force was 
oom~~aded bj- Rear Athixu2 Tim, H;; and the Diversion Grou? was vndor 
cay t.'.in i5sar 0w3, US;. 

1li;otas on Vna Iqlication of A i r  Assault on, Italian IhinL~md--:;;3,~,10~ 
Area.11 no b t e ,  In F i l e  111-A, Reel 39, f i l e  52, 

IOU; Eq. !hn~U?, Qpe~ation avaIImche. mere was no shortage of 
long-raange tanks f o r  P-38 s, XI1 ASAC (53)  re~orted  prior  t o  33 
Augpst tmt u.g t o  1,,3i) were on lumd. See "iCotes of a Gonfurpce 
Held at 1 1 M  Keadquartors on 23 Augp~t 194Btt in UdLO, 

9%. 
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50, lLG 303, 3 i s d o w e r  to AG&& for SZd, 28 July 4J, la F i l e  1x1-A, 
Reel l:o. 39, f i l e  62,  $;L'&; e'l-06T-323 (FK~ 188) , AGliiiE [froltl QifS) 
to 3senho~ier, 2 ,lug 43. In requesting th5s shift of U t s  of the 
Il@~tih A2 r Force, General. 3l senhower al-~ygest ed thct G~neral B2ezer 
lead the groqs  dovn Ln porsm as t h a t  wou18 m$ze ft a u i t e  plain 
tlmt %he transfer ~ i a s  a te.qor~r:? one. 

81. CILIl-$727, 3sonhoxfer t o  AG.;ilR for CCS, 12 ,4u; 43; C~~-1~~-~0%0, 
Cevers to fbrsl-a1 and m o l d ,  14 Aug 43; ClJ-11;-12549, X.:issllhorter 
t o  :Y.r&df ,  17 Aug 43; C;:-L1;-14230, B.s&orrer %o BG;r'i113 for CCS, 
19 Aug 43. 

38. .G/AS, Ilnns, Ha.. AD, 13ivfsian Digest;, 3 +I%? 43. For additional 

~ O U ~ J S )  into 8-17 ,-romp, a e  ?resented by TVrelftkr Air Force in 
Smtem3er 1943, see Eq. 12th k-", Operations 'and Statistics of 
imlfth dir ?orce. 

36. Bq. 13AC! t o  CG ~~, brlora%iona on tho I.t;Et;lian i:ainland, 31 J a y  
1943, in Qns. P.ecord Book., 1m, Ap2. "'Xf'. 

38$ G:-IrW-357L, Amold  t o  Brerctoa, 6 ,iug 4: sea also  C2f-OUT-959, 
:lzrshall t o  Cevern, 3 Aug 43; 0:I-I,!-3535, Xevara to Iiarshall, 5 Auz 43. 

C::-05!~'-13Oc27, 5paa.t~ t o  :irnold, sibmil a;ifsenhouer, 18 Aug 43; 
CK-L;,T-l7b36, 2rsro'l;m to -iG&EL f o r  Arnold =and :hrahalL+ 23 AUE 43;  
CII-G:-18219, Asaho~per t o  AGi1'Ak, 24 A u g  43; C!1-12;-23388 t o  bG.;s~ 
for Arnold and 'krshall, airzed 3rereton, 29 A?= 43, The 98th and 
376th Eomb Grouga (?haw, 3-24) , already oy?em.Ginp: with the TTrrelf th, 
Wle 37$h 5roop Garrlsr Squadron, ma eight snporting wdts were t o  
ue transfe~~ed dron the Finth to the Tr.rell'Yiz as soon as the Prrelfthis 
heavies ware reaq~  t o  nave t o  forward baaoa. Ecrsamol of them 
uai t s  vonld toted. ?i)O officers and G ,  3 0  enlisted nen. See 
C?Z-Ii'-S;.5353, 3raraton t o  !Iccrsb1,1 & & 30 A&$ 43, 

Ln 
KG-QbT-11728, 0-in-0, lted. t o  15th .Wny Ey , 31 July 43 ,Rile III-A, 
Peel 89, f i l e  62, 12LG3; CI-1;'-668, Xsoah~~ver t o  ; r~ :&fr 'or  G C S ,  
1 BU,~ 43; CCS 280/5, 6 ttu,~ 43; CT"-T!T-68C)il, Esenhotrsr t o  AKrAR for . 
GUS, II Oct 43. ?or the asre*ruly of C E & l 8 s  in the t h m t a r  see ffq, 
&A83/:iTO, Aircraft and Glider Assezibly in the !L!ZO, in :ZSSCJ, 

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958 
www.MtMestas.comwww.MtMestas.com



41. Ifw~o for C/8 frou G-3 Scc. , iFii.r?, Bequirments o f  Airborne Troops 
and C r ~ f f  far E'uture CQerations, 5 3uL;z 43, PI93 ( f i m l ) ,  in 
@ns. Xecord atsod;, !4.AG; ;;ort~west dfr i c~a  Troop Carrier Co?nmad 
(Erov] , R e ~ o r t  of Cperritions nnd Acf;Svitie~, Including tho Sicil ian 
Omai,c;n, 18 IJng-31 July 1943; Rq. Troop Carrior Comwd (Prov) , 
B Beport of 91CC Activities Including the ftalim Ga;znaf@, 1 August- 
30 Sqtealer 1943. MI in AQ'%IQ. 

43. C:f-IIf-l42gO, d.senho?.rer t a  AG:rAE f o r  C39, 19 Lug 43. 

43. Hg. lW, ProVisioml Outline %ir Plan for Operation u,Q~-32mc~e;u 

45. U. : Orgmiza t i ona l  Chart, L;MS, prepared by 23d SODB3, 24 ,lug 43. 

See $y.l&13,this stbdy. I 

Xinth Air F O ~ C O  A-2 Periodic kart ih. M ,  10-16 J u l y  43, an& 270,  41, 
27 July 43; EXv I3.iidJ.e %st Ir'edzly Intelligence stlwmmry 140. 160, 
6-13 JuJ.g- 43; T w e l f t l  Air 7orce :leeE;;1g I6u.q lb, 38, 10-16 JWJ~ 43; 

-1-0. 4, Jul~;-Sep 43; %Ud? *!eePJg lam 3:0, 37, ?A30 
July 43; iJM3 Cperational and InGel. "3s Ihs. 143-153, 18-33 July 
43; 1;AS-a Participation 5n the S i c i l f , ~  Cm9ai3; L-ki, A 4 3  Sec. , 
merations ij:ulIe.tin 3, 5 ,  1-31 Aug 43; S3Cd md3 Ism ~ J o .  161, 
13-33 July 43; iLW' ;iee:zla Ism ih. 38, 31 Jar-6 ilup, 43; U p  'Bddle 
&st iledzly Iaaui kfa. 163, 27 Jt~ly-3 Ang 43, 

Ltr., Spzatz t o  Arnold, 30 July 43, in M G  312.2. 
s 

Hq. 242 G?, ~ e r a f i o n a l .  I n a t m t i o n  ED. 13, Oneration PAi3fTad3, 2l 
July 43. 

Qn1. and Intel. Sms 14s. I b g ,  165, 573, 17t5-1'/8, ?-17 .tug 43: 
11M3 iie&cly Isms EOB. 38-39, 31 July-13 i i ~ g  43 j  FA^ TUd&Le &st  ' 

'',:&~ly Ism XO S. 188-165, 27 J~l:~-17 ,%US 43; I u  YO. 4, 
JW&J-SO? 43. 

Hq. ILw, Pro.tqsianal Outline uEr Plan for Qnerakion kravalxnohe, 
A-5rf.8 ( f inal) .  
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6 .  The Bwolfth Air 2orco in the Southern Itctlim Caz~aign. 

58. K4-XT-19575, 'M.~enho~~er for :Lw&a11, 26 Aug 43. For further Getails 
of the career  of the a%i~ubaarins sqmdron, see J ~ T - 7 ,  me 
Ant3 r;ubari ae Coirmttnd. 

59. Bsnex go. 2 to Pi eld Order Ih, 2, Eq. l2bh Ti@% ar :fine trrov) , 
6 8 q  43, i n  Operations (S?), P t .  TV, 22th Fighter tang (frov); 
7 7  .A.A!A, r i  T Cperation A~itl~aclte; Hq, T=, Operations1 Directlf f o r  ~ e r +  
tion "A-1-ache" ilo, 1, 

60. n,roteo on the Air I q l i c a t f  on of Air Assault on Italian !lafnLnnd-- 
s'aples Area ,"  in Y i L e  IXZ-A,. %eel. 39, f i l e  &2, Hq. ;;Mi 
~ T O ~ ~ S ~ O Y E ~ .  Outline .4ir Plaa for @eration f~~~v~~rlcmoho, A-5/2.8 
( f inn1 ) ; G: .-'T!T-2371 t , 2isenhotter to A@ TiU for CCS , 31 i l , ~  43; 
weratfan ~ a m c h o ,  iiestem lhork. Task Force, p* 200. 

61. Annex 110, 2 t o  Field Order KO. 2, Eq, 12th T.1 ( ~ r o v )  , 6 So;ir 43. 

62. Hq. 1-&iF, Provisional Outline A i r  Plan for Onoration 'IAvahnche, 't 
-4-5/Z.S; (final), Tt .  I. 

64. Hq, r'XE, Oaf l ine .iir Plan for  G-peration fI,kvalr-nche, Pt. I1 
Ad6[E.8 ( f i ~ ) ;  0::-I::-337l4,, Xsenhowcr t o  hGV1.2 for CC3, 31 A u g  
43. 

65, 3 e l d  Order 20. 3, Hq. 12th 3 1  ( ~ r o v ) ,  6 Sep 43; see a l s o  Usbim.te 
of 3uild-Up of xtr Porces on tha Italian IiainZmd, 11 no date, no hq, , 
in File IJI-lL, Beel 39, file 62, bU, 

66, flProjeoted. duild-u? of A i r  Forces--@erntion +YAL,slTCa, " no date,  
ILO hq, in r i l e  111-A, Xed 39, f i l e  63, iZu. It Wa8 planned t o  
continue the Wid-ug until, bjr D plus 100 (mid-~ecembex) , virtually 
a11 of ~ i W 1 s  csnbcz2; aircraft would "o eased on the mainland, I_biZ. 

67. Lfr., Bq. XU. JYJ, to All Conoorned, 8b d 7 1  43, in File III-A, 
Eeel 39, file b3, !WCYj' Yield Order ITo. 2, Xq. 12th 3;; ( F ~ o B ) ,  
6 Ssp 43; C:!-117-3402, U g i  cre t o  ( 1 )  , 4 8ey 4Ld, in AG/dS, P L a s  , 
-hnopecul 3r. 

68. 1"5~1. I I k i f I  to Amex 6 ,  Bq. Fifth ,lru;r, ,% A% 43, in File 111-A, %el 
39, file 63, I w ;  Eq. A l l i e d  Cen2ral ::ed Force, HAIT Support 
Control Arranc~nenta f o r  Cmeration Ii~t~~1aache,~~l 23 Jan 44, in L 2  
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7'9. Kil-0'lT-l1728, G-in-S !:a6 t o  1 5 t l  brljr Gp, 31 J a y  43, in File III-A, 
Iiool 33, file 62, :kt;."; C : f  11:-S37179 ;5tsc&o;rer t o  AG2Jl %r 00S, 
81 ~1% 43; r.ar;ling Order Fo, 2 ,  Troop Carrier 2 o m a d ,  1 Seg &5; 
Hq. TOC (YPOV) , .% 3ep0rt 05 TSC Activities, IncZtd2ng the 
Italian Oxqaign, 1 A u , ~ n t - 3 * ~  Sqteaber 1943. 

j . r  

71, Eg, X T I  'r'i3.3 (Yrov) , A Begort of 23S Activities, Including the 
Zta,li& G a a q c t i l p ,  I August-30 Seqtwber 1943; History,  52d Trooy 
C,xrrier Ying, 2 h . g  &3. 

73. Ha. r~h.U, Irovisioml ,lir O-atlZne Elan for Gperation NAmlemcha, 
A-5rd.8 ( f i n a l )  ; ril:nre l:ostmun, 

74. GTI-11:-3.7055, i.;issnho\;or t o  ACW.3 for CGS, 22 Lug 43. 

75. Erective, Wq. Uo. 242 Gp, FLAT t o  ;LiC&' & a, S Sen 43, Operations 
(SB) ,ivL13.ache, in 22;j.dJ. 

76, Hi~tory of ~'irt?y Air Yoxco Servfce Con-wd., 120, 1 Jan 6 3 8  June 
44; X;S~t%oricnl ratn, :JLITS, % l k y  43-31 :hy 44. 

7 &-A%, t o  All Concerned, Subject: Ir;ir 2xrtnmort Bervlce, 26 Aug 43, 
in @~s, Eecord 2ook, ?LiO, ,I=DJ. il':ft, 28% t o  S q  43 incl. 

78. 12roviaioml QufJline A i r  P l~a for Operation Uvalmche, 

80. u.; IIq, ,lrri~ Gromd F o ~ c e a ,  Ouserva~a Xotes on the Italian 
O r ? f q a i , g ,  I laxia~ tho Period 35 Auppst 194 t o  7 Se?te&sr 19-43, 
incl.  , 5 Dec 43, in ,'&G 3'70,22-C, 

ory of the Original I3.L &r Force Service Conwad, Hq. UFSJ/TfTO, 
raft ctld Glider dnseibl:~ in the ;IeiUterrmean Theater of Opera- 
a,  Decmher 194&Zecenoer 194, 

org- of the O r i @ m L d  Z I  irlr Force S e d c o  Comaad. See 
fcular17, riemo, G ~ L .  Illlton :!. 90wner. z /S ,  A-5, Hq. XI1 S G C  
11 Concerned, 24 dug 43. 

iz-1351'7, :;isdo:rer to ABiiP1L; for CCS , 18 Ad= 43. 
C 
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85- C~:-IL~=, rj-in-~ [~senho;feG t o  AQJ.!! f o r  CrjS, 1 Sep -45, 

86. u. ; G::-I::-;3225, 1iscnno:rar t o  AlX.lft for Gas, 3 Se? 43: B ,aeport 
. of 3CG Activities Jncluilin~ the Italian C a r r ~ a i p ;  Kq. EXZ, 

menhont  I:o, 1 to @omtion AVLW.-GH~,  '. 83. W. ; Qdtli ne ~ s t o r y ,  Z s t  Troop Carrf cr ;Ang, 17 dng-30 Se;, 43, 
ITae f 3 d l  story of t11o Taylor-Gardiner uission is in Annex lso. 1. 

YO. Hq. n%E, @eratianal Erect ive 110. 132, 23 r"iw 43, i n  1SsSH3; unit 
h i o t o r i e s  o f  d t a  of-Ts, .4~-Sa- 43. 

1 .  Hg. T W ,  ~ r o v i s i o n a l  Air Outline Plan fox Operation ItXvzlmcne, it 
A-3/F,8 ( f i n a l )  ; Hq. laAAF, Propi sioml Air OutLine P l a n  for Opera- 
tions B2,T'r'Ebbb an& B L I Y ~ O ! ~ ~ ,  A-5 12.6 (find.). 

3 

92. See pp. 61-63,tdu stdy.  

33. 033 Pagar SlAir A t t a c k  A H n s t  Gridges and !Iarsnalling Yards, 
"I :br& 44, in AC/leS, Plans, dWopeim 3r. , ItIt;a1yb1 f i l e ,  

~ 4 .  The zufrmary of the bonbinz ef for t  agafast ItalSon targets du%ns  
the period 18 Aug"ust-2 Sqtenoer  Zncl, , is t&sn f r o 3  Err_, i ~ ~ ,  
& J,&&. &&g& Xos. 4-42; I&& ::a, 5; XIq. 12~5-X5', 
Intops Suns Xos. 2YUpR; Hg. IdBpI'li2', flnt/@rums, 23s.  130-146- 

95, me Twelfth ldr Force i n  t h e  80utb;b0m*1ta1im C a g a i ~ ~ ~ ;  && 
-, Xo. 5. 

7 .  Ltr., Gen, Svcmtz t o  @en. h o l d ,  21 Sep 43, AS,@ 370.2-F. 

98. =!a -:Yo. 5. 
* 

39. Tho g,%tnclz on the roggie corqlsx map taell. have been c turning point 
in the air \*LIT in tkc l iedZtemmc~,  for af te r  the attack la~see 
of ;Allir& borilbers t o  eneriy aircraft declineti shrpjy. 

100. Rq. JhU, Pro'Pis iom Jir Ccuf;ltne rlan f o r  C?erntions I.UIP*~%SS wzd 
&%Qot;~:, 2-q2.e ( f i ~ d ] ~  

- s  

. > 
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1015. 5i;e epae vri  th which the BPPY5Ci;X ln11r35cgo trez?~ rn~.&e s'L?o~.?c8 the 
v~%sd;rn of G i l l 5  procefinre. 

- - e 1135. fIy, l:m, & m. 110. a, 21-37 duff Hq- L ~ A ~ S  
Imtops Suns :;os. 31-37, 21 cad 27 AW 45 incl. 

106. T S s  decline in B e r m  fighterc in the Toe was noticeable as ecrly 
as 23 illlgmt then Intelligence reports inaicnted that l ess  tkzn 120 
fT&ters wore in tho Toe a d  that such airfields ~s Crotane anri 
:Toutecorvino I - ~ r a  entirely abmilonsd. See Rq. %AX', & &&&. 

I-0. 40, 1*2-,3 -1% 43. 

113. She fact th;st ItLa,ly would ulllomcc i ~3 surrender on 8 Septenber foes 
. not mrtosic l ly  affect tLc Itali,m RZS poten'cial as of 3 SqtemSer, 
for there wao ro xlrcr for the cUlies t o  Inolr st that t l ~ e  hov ;.-ay 
of "he Italian plmes wauld be f lorm n&inst ~-iFPO,,Y either by 
Itallct*. f ~ s c i ~ t s  or Berwns. It 2s t w o ,  howover, that dwlng the 
we& from 3 t o  9 Se-oter;uer tho greater ~ ~ t r t  02 ths IPiZ'v:cts grounded, 
partly -ot;ct.use of $,zaoglio1s efforts to a s ~ i ~ t  t h o  P.llics and. p r t l y  

a becau~e the Gendms k~.d den2eG fnel t o  ~ o s t  of t ~ e  Italian plaies, 

114, E W &&Q!,L KO. 5. . 
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I. Field :&x&J. Sir bormrd E. IIontgprnery, &g!x, a A.1.ZmgSn 
t o  tho Fdvar Smgfo, 323; U lh. 5; Kq. ;iLQP, A i r  L&& 
a 110. 42; i = % T S ,  Onerstejon A v r ? 3 . d e  ; Kg. Ir*BFi'LT, Int /Cyms 
ZOO, 146-147, 3 4  SED 43. 

;I. m. ; Hq. LAM, $orittionnl E , u 1  X;o. 195, 3 Se:, 43; Eq. ~ I A W ,  Intons 
S m  1:o. 442, 3 Sep 43; &&  vie^: i33. 6; C:I-LZ7-B1bI, S p a t t z  t o  
dK.:W ci iped &senhol~or, 4 S q  443. 

8. U"? lie& B ~ Q \ T  1-0. 5 ,  Cot-Eeo 43. 

4. W e  stateamt 1s based on =I ~ t u d s ~  of the events of AVa%d;C23 Ld,2y 
and after. 

5. =;;Ed, Eeviet~: ::a. 5, Oct-Eec 43: Ha, fKZ, afnel. &&& Sypl 
Uo. 48, 28 tlw-3 Sen 43; En_. :XG, Opnl, and Intel. 51113 Zo. 195, 
3 Sep 43; Eq. ZUt", Intopa Sm Ib, 44, 3 Sey $3. The d i s m c i o n  of 
sound  a d .  air oqcrntions on tho 'Joe fron 4 tma?@ 8 S e ~ t m b e r ,  which 
f o l l o ~ a ,  w i l l  be based uFon tbc above-nzs,e& sources, uith any sd.di- 
tio~al r-ourcor: being pr~perly listed. 

8 .  1:A??3-"i, Detailed In%eqsetstSon Re~orE :To, 2. S. 25, 17 S q  43, 
E-3465, in A-2 Li'b . 
uu -110. 5; Hq, AU', A& ma. 4%&; 
Bq. ;~M, Qml, and Intel. SUES i*os. 195-198, 3-6 Sep .23; J A S Z  fntops 
t b s  13s. 48-45, 3-5 Se3 4. See a l ~ o  cn*ales, S p a t s  t o  dei:i& signed 

w. a~senbrser, k & e d  4-'i So? 43, in. USLO. 

11, Sec also >hd?3";%;, Detailed Intepretat ion Benort Lo. D. S. 25 and a 

idW", QnL. and Intel. W 6  lTos. 106-X)lI 6-10 Sap 4 3  incl. ; Hq. 
1*, (r".? 

*.WAC, in tor)^ SUTI K O S .  46-43, 6-9 Sep 43; Hq. 13kh Br?, @oritfians 
aid Ststf n t j c s  of Ttrelfth A i r  Fore, ; ii"idih~i, Eetai led Interpretation 
E q o r E  1%. D. S. 25; Hq. ~onber  Com.nd, JS&eruo OperationsH; 
Air Gomad Idor,%, lL1,C; t o  GVI liifjU, 13 8 q 1  43,  in L~:*!U? X ~ e c t i v e ,  
Operation A ~ W t : f l 3 ,  in 320. 
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15. && 20. 5; Eq, I;.!', bir a. ';eelcPr Swasas. 44-43: 
Bq. L'd', Opnl. nnd Intel. .!3.m~ llos, 195-201, 3-10 Sen 43; HE, 
-.,rid-L> in to~~is  S u ~ r  Uos. 48-48, 3-9 Eerr 4. The 2d doriuzrhenI; 
G r o q  clcirzcd 14 of the B r n ~ c a t i  victorias. Sew l'arrztive Account ,' 
2d Bomb G_o (8) , Dm 4-3. 

16. U. 3 SQQ also Eeports by ~ c r t i o m l  Eesearch $ec. , liq. ILW/;:L X ,  
Iieditiormnean Air Cpcratione ruring 1943, i n  iQSGQ. 

17. U.; seo also Hq,  12th AF', @orat ions m d  ~ t a t k s t i c s  of Trrelfth 
A i r  Xorce, 15 S ~ T J  43. 

1 u,; see also Hq, il:AC&?, "!&eir Victor;rn and ":&re IY~strum.~' 

19. :;eatern l:av;rl T R ~ ;  Force; meKo fron the C o p ~ ~ a L a n t ,  USLZ to CC+ 1st 
lhrine Aaphfbious Corps, Obsermtions i n  the L k i r o g r ; ~ ~ ~  Theater, 
Incl. A,  11 LOT 43, X-39866, iu A-3 Lib (cited h e r c i ~ f t e r  as 
Som;mQ~t .  L*rS:;2, 11 Xov ) . 

20. CE-IE-t.9622, J.sanhov:er t o  riCi.;Z f o r  696, i! Sen 4.3; G:i-f:,-0932, 
Zsenhower t o  AGb.iG fop Wd, 9 Sep K8. 

1 @ere.tfons Order Xo. a, Xq. I W ,  7 S q  44; C~eratf ons OrBer 1:a. 12, 
Eq. X I  Bomber Gomad, 7 Sey G, 9n SiJ-W %er,ztfon~ OrBers, =5.&u. 
a1 fightara on t h e  winIrmd were t o  f l y  t o  soutiarn SiciLy, wfiile 
u o ~ b s r s ,  tm%orts,  etc. trere t o  proceed t o  I l o r t n  idrioa or western 
Sicilg e,e decree& bx %heir rage. Aircraft on Sarilinir~. were t o  go 
t o  l.orth Africa; those bn Crebco an& L l P m L a  t o  -.orlh . f r i c n  or 
bictly, zccorcliug t o  range; md those on the Codecanese Islpcde t o  
C Z ; F T U ~ .  . Actually, very few of tae planes came in, the 
Gertwc having effectivelp Fnmobilf zed .then '03' dewing the= fuel 
fir sose dclys p ~ i o r  t o  tiio ~urreniier. Yke Germans  too!^ over and 
u s ~ a  %Be botter 1-C plmas. See Q. 2,. L &&J, 15 S Q . ~ .  

22. Of the 289 wits of the Ittlllm fleet 222; reeched k l l l c d  ports or 
the Ealearles. Of the oth~r G6 units, 5Y fell.  in to  Geminn brads 
and 7 vero maccountea for. g. !.. - 1. Vee:CIv, 3 Sm, 6, 13 Oct, 
29 Cec. 43. 

23. :;esf;erxe 2;av~l YasIr ?orce, pp. 9-12; S i p a s  Qt . an i+~ibious 
Gpns, in f51e LIed f rom Julg t o  Bep 43. 

2 .  Yestern Btval [task Force, pp. 9-12: Fifth A m y  History, Pol.  I ,  
p. 31. 
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23. Thu Xlcet .tr a Seafires, liks the Sieily-based planes, Irere 
uder  o+osr:~tiontd control of XII BS3; h o w ~ v e ~ ,  t he i r  control was 
sliybtly differezt,  3oing rmintaincd khroua the fi~htsr-4ixection 
facilities of IIXS vhich got instructions from the XI1 
2.50 control on US5 -a. 

29. liq. I',SZU, %axation Avfimch~; 25hV, lbnthly Qerationa 3u11etfn 
Xo . 6, Ses 43; Gmrent ?e?orts f Overseas, KO. 23, Z r i  tish '.lap 
Office, 11, I&& 44, K-5,424, In &2 Lib. 

~ALY?, h n l .  ~ n a  Inte l ,  Sun 30, 2132, 10 Sa7, 43; Ourrent rcepor=ks fr~ifi 

Ovarseaa , 20. 29, 11 370v 4. 

Cornamhat , Ug , 11 Ikv ~33, Incl s. 1,4't m d  151. i t  

;;entern P J c L ~  Ea& Force, pp. 142-143. 

Hq. SAW?, Onerntion ,~T&.,YI&O: IIq. iW, 0,:rsl. ad. Patel, Suns :;os. 
201-202, 9-10 Sep 43; Hq, larn, 1:onthly werat ions  Bulletin I%. 6, 
Sq 43; Eq. :iXig, &&&. &XJ Xh, 43; && I!o. 5;  
C o m C m h t ,  PJSi10, 13 Kov $3, Incl. fl3kf; 'Ciote of a :!eetfng Eeld at 
the k&3iralty on 20th October 19.13 t o  Bonsider t he  Lessons Learnt from 
the 3;nvd fir Oflexations in ATAL.r;h;Oad,'r X-4Ci732, in A-2 Lib. 

'.,'eatern 1:ad Tad; Force, m. 11-13; BQ. iYW, &O?ii. an& Intel. 
Sars Ifos. ;T3L-202, 9-10 Sep 43, 

1 

',Jestern ITava?, Tastr ?oxce, p. 18. 

KkU. ; Hq. iZiT-G, Operation Ava1,mche. 

Hq, Opnl. ,and Intel, Swa :To. 232, 10 Sep 43; Hq. IXPL3, 
Operation A.val.mche; 'a Favlcw ',:o. 5 ,  Oet to Deo ~9.3. 
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Bq. A9111ed Central Xed ?or@@, 'IAir Sunport Control Arxmqments f o x  
Opera%i. on tAv;llomcke, 25 Jan 45, %-~%m~, f rz h 3  19 b . 
~3:-1:~-7395, ase..dhotrcr to iiG'i..M f o r  r)38, 9 3- 43. 

bll h e a ~ ~ ,  nccti-a, and liprb Son?aer f l i&f  s on B mi nus 1 an3 I)-W.7 
had t o  be ceor td~s tea  vr3.51 the T a v ,  T r o q  krrinr Comnma'nna 
Oosstal ,  Qn 3-by a11 fli&t;s hz6 orders t o  $3-~eas the Salsrna 
area. See :Ax C o m d  Post, IbC t o  GPJ EASl2, 6 Sop 43, in Directive, 
@ erntion AV&K.XE3, 

Hq. XALG', Qnl .  a d  Intol, Suns ITos, 201-332, 2-20 Sey 43; Hq. :iUG', 
& Intel aeIr17r &,I& 170- 43, 4-10 Sep 43; 3. 5, 
Oct t o  Dec 4; Eq. Lr7iih AT', %orations and Stat% s t 1  cs of Zwellth A i r  
3orco: Eg. XI1 Jsdoer Gommd, IlSaberno @erztionsu; Hq. ;JAW, 
Iatogrs S m  Co. 49, 9 Se*, 43, 

EIq. iw $nL. :md Intel. Suns Xos. 2Q1-202, Y-10 Sep 45. 

GI:-C-7325, Gisenhotror t o  RObIA3 f o r  QJS, 9 Son 43. 

On the aftornoon of Yic 9th Col, John G. Lvling, Chlef of Staff  of 
Iff A i r  Semioo Area Oomcznd (53)  had l a d e d  on the airffald in a 
23-25 loaded with rcd io  equipment, Colonel Aylirrg ~ r a s  aypmently 
under the S+ression th,?,t tho encay had aSs,wdonad the field. As 
b.is ? l a c  r o l l e d  t o  a stop Germ 88-m. shells swshea in$o it, 
settins it on fire a d d  k5lling CoL0;51el 2cyIing mli, his i a i l o t .  :To 
fwfher a t feqt  v~as mde t o  use the f i e ld  u%ll D plus 11 (20 
Sqtealer). SSQ Xiistow of the Original :CIS :Q3J, EIq. M~lli/!l'l"~. 

2.X. lUC Bast 63.60 t o  I1ilSM a d  LiiiTm, 9 Sep 43, in Operations (~1) 
$valim&o: Q:I-117-3175, Ebsenhover t o  AGiiAB f o r  CCS, 10 S+ 43. 

n ihis amears t o  b v a  laem the first  use in thc I120 of nf69 iLe~  of 
those two t3yes. 30th typos wcro ~ f i b e d  mfss51es. nroba%ly being 
direclod bg r a a o  control. f i ' r ~ r ~  the dropping akroraft,  Wlr s-flnatcs 
gave the boinbs E-ft, ~rin;:syread, a vel&f; of 2X kg, (650 l b s , )  
,ma a qpwd of 400, r9,y.h. See C:~-frVT-€E85, Arnold t o  Xiseahover, 
17 Sep 43, ,and C:E-Xi?-9501, rdsenhowar t o  AGi;*LB, L I  Sen 43, in ,WS!IO. 

;rfe~tern Paml Tad= ?oree, pi3. 18-30: Bq, Qnl, and Intel. ~ms' 
UOP. 33?~%4 , lo-J.2 Seo 43 ; IIq, LA@, A&& &&& ;s'ee1cl~ @o s. 
48-4; Hq. ~ ~ A Q ~ ,  O-prntion Avdande;  Current Rmorts frou Overseas 
lio . 2'3 , British Tar Office, 11 ::arch 44: Hg, i r U ,  1:onthly @ar,zt.ions 
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58. tfl:ots of a 1Iesting Kel.4 EL% .the AbirCdLty on 20th October 1943 t o  
Consider the Lessons Learnt fro:s tha lTavd Air Oporetions in * 

- i ~ . ~ ~ r . ~ d X ~ i  fir ~ h i s t q r  ;tedc:rl~ I s w  110. W ,  28 YOT 4. 

60. Eq,  dsG, Ayp, Zo. 1, ddainistrative Order Xo . 3, 25 A q  43, in 
2 i l e  TIf-Ai, Eeel 33, ff lo 63, 1.LWj CuTreat Reports from Oversees 
ITo. 23,  brritish ::ar Office, 11 I.ji4xch 44; H-Lsto~lr of the OrigLnztl 
MI -1tr h r c e  Service Conmad, gg. 198-191, and 127,nate. 

6 Tae A~4necrs receivcd some assistance  fro^ the ground echelon of 
the 33d B j t ~ t e r  Groq  vhich had coae asbra on the 10th. See unit 
aistoxp, 33d %@ter G o ,  S q  43. 

62. Itistor37 of the Original * U X  Air Zorce Service Cormand, py. 195-196; 
bbrent Rcyorts fro2 Overaeaa X'3. 29, 3ritish Yttr Office; !;X, GO 
nT ASG (-Uv) t o  27th Ban' GD & &, 0860 hours, 11 Seq 43, in 
Orlorations I*), Iloesagen (?art III), 12th ?i&tar :;ing (P~DB). 

63. %~olf t l?  ;;ir Force in the Southern Italfnn C,maign; Bq. 17A43, Eontlaly 
Operations EuLletin 170. 7 ,  Oct 43, 

65, ' See, aarticu&.rly, Bq. dAQ, i:onthly Qerations 2mlLetln 30. 7 .  

66. ' g&  zit:^? Xo. 6; Eq. lA"ir', & &&&. '.;e8Xc1x u"uns Iks. C 3 A ;  " 
Bg. iw, b n l .  <and Intel. SUDS ITos, ,?r32-204, 20-12 S q  448; IL'ZE r .  
Detailed Iatozyrotation Scport 1:o. 3). 3. 35, 17 S q  43; Eq. :if I 
donber Com~and, kt Sslerno @erati ons ; Ha. l:r";S2JL, Lntops Suns ITos, 
XI-51, 10-11, Sep 43; Ha, C:EiQ, Int/lfosucs 30s. 1%-154, 10-11 

71. 1i0, 5; He. Bw, A&&&&, W m l T o .  &, 11-17 
Sep 43; Hcl, IiLd2'. Ojml. an& Intel, Sums l os. (38-29 

- - -  ---_, -,--.-,-- - -  
- 

v r +  ..:- 
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72, C;!-11:-7325, C-in-C @sonhoved t o  hG:G:iiB for GGS, Y S ~ I  43: .;estem 
Kaval Ia&z Tor~cs, p. 5: :To. 5. 

75. Eocau~n oi t ire.  presence of G e r m  2irtfllery in the hills bsc:: of the 
city o f  Ssfarno kha gor t  was osen only at interv&lo until D plus 17. 
See itpeatern iTavaL Task Torte, p. 163. 

74. Hq, LbG', hnl. m d  Intcl .  Sun 30. 332, 10 Sen 43; Eq. i?W, 
e e l  Q .  4, 11-15' 3 3 ;  e v e  1 .  5. 

75. Etistory of the BrigintaJ -=I iUFu;;I; wit histories, 27th Xp&tor- 
Eom3er Go and Sait ?i&tcr Gv, Sef! 43; Fifth b r r ~ g '  E s t o r ; ~ ,  Pol. I, 
pp. 87-40. 

7"t On the 14th the sit=..tion 7 % ~  GO ESQP~OUS tho.* General CZcx::r >:as mi!:- 
ins preparations f o r  akmdonin; eifher the northern or the southern 
s e c t o ~  and concerrtrntina t? and 10 C o q s  i n  one r~rea.  See !;eatern 
1137~Ed %%& Force, n, 37. 

78. :!oslern Earn1 Task  Force, pp. 5, 36, 89-41, 43, ?J1-?32. 

79. . . 1 .  See also fb l r l . .  , p. 46; Eq, lLSF, :bnthly Operations - 
2flle.i;fn Zo. 7 ;  ill:-I:T-29137, Camwader, 8th FZeot (Wd) t o  ( ? I ,  
21 Ee:, 43, in JC/AS, 21cma, ~ Z r r o y e m  3r. 

80. Hq. LhW, Opnl.. rsnd Intel. S m s  iJos. X4-235, 12-13 S q  43, 
p ~ d ~ f t  X : O S .  5 a d  6 .  

83. 9,;X, (19 IaL AdO LXew) t o  (30 X I 1  A3J (ddv), 173V 3 bows, 11 Sqo 43, 
in Qcrations (S -V ) ,  I:essilges (Pt. IIE) , 12th Ziater  ;iZng (Prov) ; 
SlE, Col. ?3-le, 18th Fi&ter *l;ing (Prov) t o  &en Zoolitf le, 11 Seg 
43, Sbid. 

85, ;,-estern Task Force, py. 32, 196-1YY; Ourenii Eqorts  from 
Overasaft Yo. 29, 3ritish Office, 11 l k c h  44; 8ig1~'1.s Rgt, of 
Aqihibious @as. in the ?fed fro3 July to Sep 43, 32 Oct 43; U 
&& :k, 5; Rq. I~AtE3, Iionthly Qerationa 8 3 1 e t i n  310. 7; Air 
Tdlzjl~try *,'ee'rly 1sw.1 20, 2%; Cl!-ILi-l%Xl.2, Sna-)anta t o  AGsiA3 ci@ed 
Bsonhower, 26 Se? 4; unit histox: er Gn, S q  43. 
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S i g n l a  &t, on &@i3iourj Cpne. in %ha Iled. from July to Se-o 43; 
"Alr Support Control Arrcing~enta for @e~8.tlon '.iualmche, 25 Jan 
44. 

Hq. lIiu2, Iionthl,v Cparations Bulletin iTo. 7. 

UljJ,..; Kq. LiG2, ~ ~ s Q w ~ ? ? E  :kt;es on the XhI.i,a?a ikaphtgn, During the 
Period 35 l ~ q p s t  t o  7 October 1943, incl. , 5 Dec 43, in ALG 370.22-5. 

l3g i,&& &xi&& lT9. 5; Hq, ::La, && JJ&gi. :To. &I; Eq. 
QnL. and Intel. a 9 s  170s. 206205, 12-13 Ses 4 3 ;  Hq, i-,iSlZ, 

Into:)z; h s  Kos. 52-53, 12-13 Sep 43; IIAPEJ Detailed Internretation 
2e*oxt lb. D. 6 .  29, 17 Sep 43; Bq. Loiifber Gommd, "'Szlerno 
Operations . $1 

Tho or ig iml  G I A U  1, >repred on the lath, w;t3 set wp t o  drop a 
conbat % t e r n  in the C ~ L U  aroa. It xias cancoled on the lztkt, due 
to &ages in tue tmtical o9tx:l;ion. 

For thc camae folf owed, see a q  , p. 137. 

Hq. 231: Troop C,wrier Conmmd (Pxov), A Eeport of XTI TCi: dctidtiea, 
Including the 1faLfa.n CezpLxi@: QlrtZine Estor,v,  51st Troop Carrier 
I? .,ing, I'i ~1%-38 Oct 43: Outline Riatary, 5213 Froon Carrier Xngr 
383 &3; EeporDs by  erat ti^^^ Resazrwl Sec., Hq. 322 IYddle 3%ct,  
u, ::ed;iterrmem Air Ogsmtiaae , 1943: EQ , :LA&', I!onthl& %erstions 
Bulletin 1'0. 7 ,  Qct 45, 

OutlZne Eistorj ,  fjZat 1;9~:, 17 Aug-33 Sfq 43; Outline H i s t o r y ,  52d 
Ba!, Sep a. 

Ilinntes, CCS, 13th Zeoting, 24 Sm 43. :hrly in 17oveaber the C3S 
cumom~ed tk~t the 1st 3rltish ldroosno MVJ-G~O~ (,lees axle bri+-iLdo) 
andCI tne 82d U. S.  AZraorns Eviaion (less one ixirsorno sr t i l le rp  
division) xo-Lt,d be rno~red f ron IFIID Lo Ti for use en O~J&LO?~. The 
transfer would C&ce place cia l h t o  as posaiirle 5 n orCZer t o  t a k e  care 
af m v  davelo-pmcart Pn the Ttalim c ~ n p a i p  wMch &&t require afr- 
coma onarations, 8ec ilZpUU'i.-1375, CCS t o  Zisedzower, 4 >TOT 43. 

History, 14th Pi&ter G;T, S F ~  43. 

For betaiLs of the tra:nsfer of these and other units from the Zinth 
t o  tho 'l;:elfta, 3so variou:: cables f ron  3iscxlkiov:er E Z ~  S p a t %  t o  
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I--- . . " -. 
-... 

k--- - ---- - 
r3JIZ;Hi-l5, IToto~,  t3wn. I11 ---r \ 

-+ 

AG-.JjR during Septcnbcr 1943, an6 see particwlarly CI!-Il:-206Z2, 
Syw'cz t o  rS.G73X, s i ~ p e d  Zisonho~~er ,  29 S q  $3, 

J 

106. && XQ. 5 ;  Eq. XiiAF, Gpnl. and Intel. 2tu.l~ hs. 2 0 6 - 3 7 .  
14-15 S e p  43. 

102. BQ. 13th Operntionz 'and Static-l;ics of I~self%h Air Force 
Ihp$lonenf); Zo. 5 ;  Hq. ~JbLLF, A& &&&, a 

ITo. M ,  11-17' Sev 43; Hg. XLW, Cpnl. cad Inkel,  Sums 170s. 206- 
5, 14-16 Sep 43; 11q. XA32rI", Intops Suzs ITos, 54-50, 14-15 Bcy 43; 
PL%'hb:, CetaileS Inter7;lrbtation Repor t  :To, D. S, 25, 17 Bep 48; Eq. 
231 2oi~ber G o ~ b ,  l'd~~3. s m o  @axat ions "; C;:-I;'-11726, C-in-$ 

-Discahowe$ Go dG;f~lR f o r  COS, 15 Ser, 43: CI-II>I!5923, :2AC to ( 1 )  , 
$eg 43, in ALm; ITq, 52th fZ, tl Eistom- of the 42d Bonb :;fr,7. 

XO3. Hq. 12th AX?, Opexationr ,mil Statistics of rwelfth Air Torte (Sqy le -  
ment ) ; KI-Ir-15923, fron 1ZE to ( 7  1 , 21 S q  43; CI!-IY-11026, C-fn-C 
[X c~lLhoi i f3~  t o  X@~D for GGS, 14 3e-o 43; ltr. , Spantz t o  a n o l d ,  
a 8 q  43, in h.4G 370.2-3. 

164. fitnough IilgG"s boabin$: of tha eneEy in tho snlien'b tras of grc:,t 
r&ua it probe-'blr voulb have been even nore vr3-lmIle ha6 there not 
been m a.bsence of sdeqmte trainlag in mtml air-pomd Ibentificz- 
t i an  nmd visual. B ~ ~ ~ P E R  :&~ich prevent~d. tile best use of oloaa-contact 
n i x  su~por*. Yiie BG of TI O o q s  found L t  necassar:? to dasiw.te e 
3 o ~ b - ~ s f c t y  l i n e  lye11 ba~ozlil the trooys in contact during the cost 
crltical pzst of the operation, See ltr. , CG AAF to CG S T ,  $3 2ey 
43, ?a& 1st 9ncl. , in AAG 2184-B. 

105. EAEJfi.f;, Cetalled Internrctnt5on fienort KO. a-5. 25, 17 Sqo 4 3 ;  
Hq. X.bW, Qnl, and Intel. S m s  ros. 2fl&Xb, 12-16 SBF 43; Eq. 
12th AF, Qerc.tions and sjtatiwtfce of Trrelfth l i r  Force; && 

156. 5. 

% 
- 109, Eic..lar:r, 1,Wn Born% Gp (I!), Eec 43. 

110. C2-5Y-12128i Dover8 fo Ikrshc31, 16 Sep 43; GI!-1;'-21"/2d, C-ln-G 
0 i s e n h o ~ : e l  t o  LJ.L-22 for BGS, 15 6ep 43; C1T-0bP-7196, JC8 t o  Devers, 
15 Ceo 43; ltr., Eidrer t o  ,Lmold, 1 Oct 43, in '3-111-A-3, U1AX3. 
Between 21 Smten%er a d  1. October the pZLmes f l e w  191 ~ o r t i e a ,  
dropped 496. b tons of bol;%s, clainsd 53 encay nircx:%ft destro~e8,  

L 

;I - 
)i 

a .  - 
z - 1  

- - - *dUj 
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m a  l o s t  11 nlanes. Q3P 1 Octoser ~ 1 m c e  of the three grams 
pwticipat ed in a raitf. against iTiener :Y6~tndt (Lts. , Xier t o  
/ m o l d ,  1 Cct 4, in I2-111-P,-2, AXA~J?), after which the p o q s  rc- 
turned t o  the TL, arriving therE on 4 October. See unit hisliorier: 
of &th, 93a pad 385th 20nb Gpa. 

112. L t r . ,  Yaj. Gon. J. E. Il ioali t t le,  XI 30a"oer G o m p d  t o  I ' a j .  @en. 
13. !I. Giles, O/AS, 19 Se? 43, in &it2 312-1-1;. e 

113, I ~ I I O ,  Brig. Cen- E. a. Cratg, AG/AS, CJa to Gen. Taston, 15 Ser, 
45, i n  LLIG 32%G. 

115, Ltr, , G5loa t o  C o o l i t t l e ,  9 Ccf; 43, in hC* 312-1-L. 

116. Hs. lw, OpnZ. and Intel. Suns Yos.  231-23'7, 9-15 S m  45: Eq. 
i.iL'iL , Lro8 43-44,. 

119, O"userverc Xotes on tho Italian Cm~a5&n, h f n g  the Period 25 p.q;ust 
t o  ? Octouer 19K< inel, 

Lm. Bq, x u 1 ,  *nl. ?ad Intel. 5 m s  2Toz. ~l--Z337, 5-15 8e3 43; Hq. 
LXIW', il;lr =, &&& a ~YCJF; .  48-&4. 

12l. Hq, 12th $2, Upe~atiano mii. S'cstisLics of Welfth :Lr Force (893le- 
cenl) ; Hq. :12kl3', C@nl.. :m& I n t ~ 1 .  S m s  Xhs. 20-1-,?08, 12-L6 Ben 48; 
ltr., Sr)aatz t o  Arnold, 21 Se:, 43, in XLB 870.2-2. 

2 2 ,  Ikzo for Joint  ;Tar PZcnner~, Con. ,fi*om CDL. Joe L. Eoutz$xLhsiser, 
OFU, 6 JLm 44, and amo for CG XI 3ar;ibor Coms~3.d f rom Col. 1-.eubc-:a 
0 x 0 ,  Jr. , 22 S q  44, in AXffiS, 3ror)e;tg 32.. , *li ivailabll it~ of 
. U ~ f i c l d s ~ ~  FTle; n a o  f o r  Joint :!fir Plmers  COB., 7i:rhter Gpex;?tional 
in iJ?-III-:'-lO, m-W. 

2 .  Hq, lt%h &I, heration8 ,wSL CBf;2if stic~ of Swelftb Air Force; Hq, 
Iw2, @nl. a n d  I n t d .  S a i s  Xos. 1'33-338, 3-16 Sey 43; Eq. I X P J ,  
';&re i~~stm;n,t~ y. 11, 

125. Hq. 12th 0, Qornklone and S t a t i s t i c a  of gwelfth A i r  ;'orce (Supple- 
m e n t )  ; 13::-f:LIEi63, S n ~ ~ t z  to &aold, rippod Zisenlnower, 26 Sep 43; 
ltx, , Brig. Gen. P. ';. &?rpor %a r3G la, 23 Se? 4 3 ,  5n M-G 370.2-F; 
Eq. ~%?Z, UtcJ. W Xoc. a&, 14 ~"Lw-17 Se2.43; 
ltr, , Snaat c t o  :~rsr~Ib, 31 So? 43, in +LlG 354.42, 
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126. U && !jo. 5; Bq, %nl. anit Intel. SU'US Yes+ 334-208, 
12-16 Set, 43. 

X ,  m. ; Ycst cm :lav;tl 5zs!r Force ,  pa, 35-34. Pne U t e s  further 
iqmoved their gosltion in the Fyrrhenfan at about ~zi&nil;he on the 
2?'cb/18tb then 147 U. 5. troops took over  %he isl:l,nd of 1scM.a 
(of f  +he 433.:~ of li~~ples) , ruf thout o ~ p o ~ i  ti an. Possession of I schia, 
Crspri, Tentotene, pad Procida f a l a d s  g.Te the Allfes control of' 
all northern and southern n~vroadhes to lTayles, 2nd virtual control 
of the ceYLtral approach; in addition, the i s l r m b  serve& as obser- 
m t i o n  paste d a i r  !qcmning stations. 
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2. L t r . ,  Den. Syazitz Lo Gen. ;u71018, 21 Sep 43, in+h%Q 370.22; 
&& La$&g I;o. 5; Eq, rk&?, Opnl. ,mrI Tnksl. Sms 2708. me-212, 
16-33 Xi* 43; En_. Iw , m. i;eekIy a 10. 44; xq . 1 2th 2, 
A I r l i ~ t o q ~  of t h e  42d Zomb :9ng. 

3. 02-11:-13177, bj'aat o t o  ACQ-, aignca 2i~ermower, 17 Sep 43, fn uS=O. 

4,  Cc:l-I::-12313, ~Sscnhowor t o  AE:fiU for GGS, 16 8 q  43. 

6, fIq, 12hh Qerafions an& Gtatiatics o f  Bvtslfth i3.r Force ( ~ q p l e -  
clent ) ; && 6 e v i e ~  170. 5; lfq. sl-W' , Opril.. a d  Intel. Sumo ::as. 
m8-2aL3, 16-17 Seg 43; Eg. l4ASf&, Intops Sums KO. 56, 16 Sep 43; 
;,&tern I?a~ml. Qcd; ?orce, pg. 4044. 

7. -5. 5; Hq. =:&a', A& -&&.4;os. 44-45; 
Rq, lid,*, L ? a ,  Intel. h 3 s  Ihs. 209-ZL2, IC-20 Sea 4 3 ;  Eq. 
IihkLF, Intaps S m a  Los. 5G-83, 16-12 Ear) 43. 

6 .  ~~~ ceamot C L ~ Q  all of the cre6.i.C for rho emcmtlon o f  tLe  ?ogiYa 
co~plex. Tho ~~ppronch of the Z@i%li iirrtb- aLso contrlkmted. 

10. Ea. 12th LI, QrJerat50m '-6 Statistics of TrreZfth Air Yoxce 
t t Sug?leaent), 

12. Eq. aZ1ie.d Oenfir~,l Eed, Yorce, ['Air Sl;cpport Control Arrangements 
for @erat ion  tB~L?l~nche,ttl 3s dm 44. 

3.4. '.jestem Iinml ?as'*: Soreo, pp. 47 ff. 
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16. C;I-I1;-259%, frox IIlrG t o  ( P ) ,  E L  Sep 43, in ru&?,  3mopea.n GT.; Itr,, 
Sgaatc t o  ,bnold, 21 Sen 43, in 370.27; Ed_. 12th AF, A Eis toxy  
of the 42d son3 ;;lag; Bq, BGF, Obsorverls hotes on tile ItEiL$an 
C ~ i ? a i f ~ ~  Dmiq the Yerioa 25 Aug t o  7 Oct $3 incl.,  in ,UG 37U.2%C. 

17. && m ,  KO. 5 ;  Eq. i&Z, & u. 3- Su;;l SO, 45; Eq, 
i+ZZ, Opnl. a d  Intel. Sums lTos. 212-217, 20-25 SQ 43; Hq. lAS i2 ,  

32. CI!-II7--15533, C-in-G ~%scnhor!ea t o  AG.'IXR for GZS, 2 l  Sey 43. 

See p, 147, Ths throe ,goups t~hict~ were sent dotm f ron Ti were the 
Mth, Y3d and 389th, each with a~proxfn=~tel:,* 23 p l a e s .  See C:!-KT- 
1238, Bacerr, t o  IkroL23.1, le $02 43. 

2. After tho dss ion of ths 24th t h e  2-2Ats vore r e l c ~ s e d  to return t o  
VL, but stayed over lxntil after 1 Cctobex t o  &are in an atteck on 
the riic- f i & t c x  factoriso. See C1i-IIT-180~'?, +aseana~;er t o  AG I&. 

for 0C5, Sb 8qo 43. Also, see p, 18% t i r i p  st*. 

26. W s  accomt of lIk'dT's Uorsicm md evrcmtion route operh:tions i s  
uased u2on &a :~e& l;o. 5; Zci. 1-43', .& XnfoZ.. ';ee:cu 
1-OG. 45-46; Xq, ILLGT, Ctpn~. and Intel. Sms ;;os. ZI.3-P8, 21-2G 
#g .It.&; Eq. lik?', in top^ E m s  Tlos. B1-66, a-26 8q-p 43; fir 
l&xi.e%ry :,'eeZrly Is= 3. 215; Xiztory, 2 1  Yi&tor Co.m?nd, Juna 43- - 

28. Seo p. 121, thts study. 

23. For exmpJo, in the southc~n nrc:a &'there Irere a n y .  red  alert6 dmint; 
the thy L16thJ 'ant fi&$2ter~ d r o ~ e  o f f  the auemg 'aefora the 6;tt2pdra 
c o d a  6avoloa. it See :,'estcrn Eava1, Pas!: Force , p. 49. 
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30. Dming this poriod fi@tor cover over the ass:avlt areas noma.1ly 
kms as fol2~1vs:  k-49'8, czn-bflruous fran first t o  l c t ~ t  l igh t ;  3 p l t -  
fires,  Ewe as P-40'~ with additional four gli~nes at 25,003 f e a t  t o  , 

Intercmt b ~ m b e r c  onr r~dng  rodzet 3 o ~ b c ;  P-3Elc a d  A-30'6, over 
aroz t o  l i d t  of enciwmce after executing fic&ter-bon:3er missions 
f ron Si ci lGr. 

- - 
37, w'; Eq. -d-kU, &&&. Xios. 45-45, 

33. ror ex?tl.nles, see unit hfa tor ies  of If-th Yi&ter G? znr2 333th 3omb 
Grt, Sop-Oct 43; Hq. ::-w, Ofd,  Xntel, 5- 170. 217, 25 SCS 43. 

89. Hq. 12th ,IF, A i ~ l s t o r y  01' the 42d 'iionb ;,in?;; Hq. hSmL=', Intopa 3- 
3. 65, 35 Eeg 43; Kq, I r i s ,  Qnl. a16 Intel. STXI 3. , 3 7 ,  25 Ze-a C4.  

40. G!.I-Ii;-13096, S p ~ z t z  t o  3.0.;22, simed Asemover, 36 Scp 45; sco n l s s  
@!I-1::-15539, C-in-C 0~~snho:+er7  t o  riG;3Z for C33, 21 S a  43. It 
vns  prescntlg planned thnt  no zr f orcc u n i t s  x ~ v l d  be i n ~ t ~ l l e d  bn 
kr&iniz until 9ator in the ;-ear. See C::-I,'-lsd85, Xsenhoirer to 
*%G.k&, 23 Sep 4, 

I ,  Hq. ~ G ,  1 i ~ ~ l t h l ~  Op#r~.t ion~ 6ul.1etin 1;0, 6 ;  i3:iIA!-12910, 33-mte 
to A5.39i for :Wdol6i, si&+ed dsen;i;o;:er, 17 9eo 48, in d4ShD. 

42. lfod. 1;s. 5; Xo,. ;IL&Gq, Jntzk. g w  & 3. 46; E?, 
+SfAY, *nl. ,and Intel. Sums Kos. Z7-223, 25 Se3-1 Qct 43; Ha_, 
IBSJZ, Intqs  S u m  30s. 65-71, 35 Sen-1 Oct r -4,  

43. I a c  324th Fi&t er Grom, rrXcl~ was in 1;orth Africa, e.n=~ed in train- 
ing new pilots. Ths 53th 2i&Cer Sour'~Grorn was ~rnotirer em?le; it 
reixdnod i n  SiciZa utptil Ootooer. See unit hiotox2as, 534th ?i&ter 
G? and 99th i;i&ter Sq. 

4. a PFV-iw :yo. 5; Ei stor;; of the O r i @ s a Z  Air %rce 8ertdc~i 
Corm71wdt n. 199; see. a l s o  E3-117-151335, 2hia.k~ to AC.;tG-, piwed 
I;i~enho~ger, 26 Bep 43, 

45. E i s t o r j  of the Qrifia%l X I 1  +%?SO, ~ 3 .  198-300. 

45. w,; Outline Kistorj, 5lst T d i ,  17 Auy-39 Ye? 43. 
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-- ._ 
LUTLI-15, Cotes ,  E T ~  "-' * "  ' 

d 

47, Fhesc Tielas continaed t o  be uqed b2T Iw un%il a f t e r  the f i e l d s  
around 1Ta~l.e~ sad Cnpw vro~s avLdlgsle, *en then, 1:ontecor~no 
~en,dnad in use for several non.f;he, p r i m i l y  as n 3ase from which 
fi~bters operated t~ yrotec-t shipning and the por t  of Salexno. 

9 Ebu. , OF, 291-2023 'thr Dirzrg-, la11 !leathw Squadron, Sec, 11, 
A c t i ~ ~ i t i o n  to 31 Dec 43. 

50. Hq, l&iSl A 3  Intea,. 'm 170. 46, 25 Sep-1 Oc t 43; Hq. ALL&', 
a n l .  ~ n d  Intel. Ems E08. 216--224, 24 3 ~ - 2  Oct. 43. 

51. !?he figures, oovcr2ng the first 15 &t;-s ol" the Salerno oL-oration, 
aro fro811 Ifinute~ of a 2Iilitary Conforenee Setween the USA, Oxeat 
3 ~ i t ~ i d n ,  and the USi53, Peheran, 23 Eov 43. 

52. In arrf ving at t0t~a3.s for Stqtcnber operations crll 8vail:tble sources 
of iar'orasi;ion have been exawAned, Tho ~ariou!: sources nowhere 5i3a, 
altl-lou* i n  t:cncral they RTB progortionately closer t o ~ e t h o r  than in 
most of tho L&ild %nil perLsd swaaries ysesented abo3-3, The s l t u a -  
t i on  i s  f w t h e x  c o q l i c a t z d  by th,.: fitct that the soarces are not 
alr?r,ys clear as t o  ezZcot~p vat  and who 0x8 covered 'og their stn.tis- 
tics. ' i?h~ best  that can be dom, therefore,  i s  t o  arrive at rtn 

a~proxfmtion. In oril~r to tdce care of this condition m e t  of the 
fig,urns ?resented rdl2 be ouu?L5fied by t h ~  use of s.u& ~ ~ o r d s  ss 
fia~1~3ruXi.=teZy or ~i l1  be @ren en romd nwwera. The writer freely 
atbits bhrt t  he c a o t  ?rove the accarac:r sf a s in f~ lo  one of the fii-wes 
&ich a93e=tr in +he Cxt he believes th t  %?oh o f  the.1 i s  reasom'bly 
close t o  C O T T ~ C % .  

53, Ha. :~AeSiV, Intoys S m  lTo. 70, 30 Sen 43; Bq. !EIYXhl, Operation 
.4ml,..nche; Bistorc;, s'ly&%er Govs"~~md, June 1943-1 Jan 44; d.*ntn 
oqaylied by StatisticrLS Control,, Hq. M4. HCI. l W i  X I  Bperations 
o f  the fv~elit11 i9r Force, 8 Kov 42-3 "3" a5. For n b x ~ c ~ o ~ s n  of 
Ir5L'G s o x t i ~ s  ( a d  otller acti-dtles) by t:ipes of plr?nes see 
Annex lie, 4. 

. Bc,. :LEV, O_nerntion tLvalbn&e, 

55. hi ctor;r o f  A I I  Zi&ter  Comuld, Juns 43-3 Jnn 44. Units of 5"A11 flerr 
1,877 sorties mil aestroyed 1.2 elcay alwes &ile Zoui.ag 5, See 
Status P,e?ort on Zrench Air Soscss f o r  :-onth o f  3mtes1oor 1843, Hq, 
12th a, Oct 43 I X&273, In A-2 LLb. 

56. 3q. 18t;iz ,a, @eratioris zzad Ststistics of 93srelt'th Air Forea; data 
also suy9lied by Statistical BonEroL, EIq. A,=. 
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58. Eq. IIt'dd?, lionth1;i Operations 3ulletin i;o. 6 .  

59, m. ; Ho,, 13th Cperations a d  Statistics of the Trrelfth Bi r 
Torce; Mstorjs  of Mi Lii$-;hter Comaad, June 43-1 Jan 44. 

Hg. 12th U, Liercttionn m a  S t ~ t i s t P c s  of tLe Yvalfth Air Force; 
Hq. ;;A%S, fntops Ba nl;:o. 70, SO S ~ I  443. 

61. Hg. 12th ,a, Onerrttionn pad Statistits o f  Trmlf tli A i r  Forae. 

6 Hg, Iim, Montialy Qpsratf on:: M l o t i n  20. 6; kin,. &%.F I Inkoys Sun 
l:o. 70, 30 Sep 43. 

63, Hg, LIFGF, izonthly borz t iong 3u l . l~ t i n  170. 6; Eq, 18th ,G', Ooerntiong 
aszd Statistice of T16l$3ih Air Force; Eq. ;;.%GI I n t o y  S m  170. 70, 
30 Beg 43: Eq. 5%kf9, O~ercztf on Avalrsche; Eq. 12th A?, Operations 
of tne Swclfth Air Zorcs, d llov 42-8 :hy 45. 

65. p~. .%6-210. In this r 9 o r t  12 &ips m e  Eia'ced r s  Lw-n,pd 
bu$ the cause 9 s not &vun. 

67, Gmted %n ;iester.a ITavaJ. lieid= Force, 9. 3. 

65. Czi~3tel2 in Kestern Earn1 I a s k  Force, g. 3. 

70, Eut the successes also ~ccoatut te t i  the difx'err3ce of o n i n l ~ n  as to 
the nature of fu%ura o~e ra t i on~ l  whim e - d ~ t e d  betweex the U. S.  
J o i n t  Glrtofa of Staff mil the British C h i e f s ,  Tho &erica.ns never 
changed iron their fin belief  that OPaORTJ nust always have first  
priori ty.  3ut tho 3ritish &Tew nore indstent y o n  a ooncentrr.rtion 
m& extenaf on oP oparntiorrs fa the ::eUter~arisan, The:- wanted t o  
W v e  a11 the 'imy to the  Po Valley; later, then tho I t d i m  camaign 
r;ok;f:oc2 b ! .~ ,  fie,- ~!antsd t o  ini tia'ce operations ng?inst the IhlE-as 
nnd in hcgcai ,  evcn at %he @,meme of both 0 f*T~Opa an& the 
Itali,m cE@,$. Thoy raent so far as to try t o  stop the novcnent 
of s o v m  dtvisions frou tho :'editorranew t o  U.:, ,and t o  get General 
3. ~a&o;qes t o  canduct o-oerc.tions in the enstexn : Icdjt erremem. 9he 
U. 8. Joint  Ghtafs of 3taff consistently oppoacd these mti-OVlrGUP3 
ideas, cin& !nth enr@ euccass t h ~ t  oOVi*%Om tv:%s never re~oved fron 

' i t s  first nr2ority nar eeriouel;Sr je~onrilizcd. Seo varfoue LIinutss 
of : i e ~ t l ~ g s  of J:S  an^ JQ9, ALPSO: thru Dec 43, 

- 
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1. For m idcn of tlre limitations imosed on li*%l &wins  OctoDer by 
the weather, see Hq, 1 S U  , qn2 .  m d  Intel. Suns 1% s, 223-253, 1-33. 
Qct 43; Ha. 4.f,ikb, Intops Suns 3103. 71-101, 1-81 Oe% 43; unit 
nisto~ics of 34Ut;h 30~171 Gp (111, 329th Boub G> L.4, 319th Boa3 &I ( X I ,  
3d Xomb Gp CHI, 12th Boab Go W l  , 82d Xi&ter Gp. 1u.e fo2101Anf; 
f i w e s  vwi15 serve t o  illustrate the reduction in activities caused 
~y bzd weather: 333th Sonacrhent G r o q  (X)--~epte~qber, 488  ort ties 
and 746 tons 8ropped--October, 284 sorties a d  4% .toas drogyed; 
320th Eozlb3;t.ben.t; Grow (::)--~qt eriber , 824   or ti en a d  l,h3dhr' tonn 
drogcd--0cto~er, 433 sorties and e%&B tons drop~ed, See d t  
his tor ies  f o r  9q-1 aid Oct 43, 323th a d  310th 3onb G2s (I;). 

2. C:I-IE-l25O, 3sennotrer fo AGLPJt far CUS, 3 Bct f 3. 

4, 1;arxati~0, 14th YirAter Gn, Qcf 43. 

5. & & w & ~ i e ~ I T o ,  5; Hq. 5.5.m, -a&&&. m m I : o s ,  46-47; 
Rq, ITm, %nZ. =md Intel. h a s  270s. 2,223-2Z1, 1-9 Oct 43; Yq. liAS.G', 
Intops Ca.z~s Eos. '?;-78, 1-8 Oct 43, Good on t a m e  and. &any 
other Octoder idssionn cap bo found in Zhe Octoisor 1943 unit h5stories 
of the Uth, 310th. ZlYtb, 5Xlth, md Z4Oth Boais G3ra \:I) , the 4'tth 
Boao Gg iL), mil tho 14.th, 79ti1, md 82d Pi@Cer Gns. 

6. . T L I ~  figures include a numiex of s m L 1  rdssiona by 3-25' R of 
TAZ-, nostlj. cgainat road junctions. In s~vernl of these niss3ons 
ocd wentner over tho t a r ~ e t  foreed tho msdluns t o  return 'id thou* 
&zving drvi?3ed their bozBc,. 

7 .  m d .  See also unit histor3 of "7th Fightor G;a, Cct 45. 

9. I'hid, ; Atr l!tnistry 7 e d : l ~  I sun 20. 222. 

I*,, 

13. Outline Htiisborg of the Coraicn Air Sub 3xea. 

_ - - -  
\ r-Y 

- *  _ _  _ -_  .-_ 1 

5.. 
+--- * -  -- - . 9-2 - - - ---- a v ,- 

' r x r  I a- 
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16. The 819th B o a  Gn (!!) coneiri~red its yert in ti;e U i f e  rnia ~ s ' i t s  
rsact rzxccessful rads~lon of  the nonth. See uni t  history, 329tn Xoab 
G> (2 i )  , C c t  43. 

17, U X o .  5; Bq, X&', i3: :-~ee'?U :To$* 48-49; 
aq, :ii&Z, 0-a. a d  Intel. Sd113~ 2 % ~ .  2 3 L 3 7 ,  13-15 Qct 43; Hq. 
: L L S ~ ~ ,  XntojJs Sums YOS. e3-3.4, 23-24. Oct 43. 

18, Fear the end of the r.onth one airfield in the Eeel !ms allotted f o r  
use of aireraat nmntlnh; special oper~,tions in niif, t o  morillcs in 
the 2 t U ~ n s ,  Ees K:-IE-l2t,SGG, 3~enho;:er t o  X't;-*. Tor CCS, Xi bet 445. 

19. x u F a 2 ; o .  5; Ba. L-hgj A A I n k e L  & g g & m l ; o s .  4-49; 
Mq. Y L F ,  e n l .  ,ad In.t;el. S a m  isor;. %?-245, 15-23 Oct 43; Eq. 
& A S S y  Intopa k b s  ;-as, 85-92, 15-22 6ct; 43; wait Ilistoriea; 57th, 
79th mil $Bd Fi&tor Gps, Oct 48. 

. Gnit 11iztory, EZd Tighter G?, Oct 4.3; iLfWt b 3 ,  fQnploj.ment of 
~ i l l i c d  Forco~, If 3 Cct  fl&, P/LCS ( f i n d )  (corrrcted cony) , in Opera- 
tion:: Eecord 3oo:r, :Yi(J, Teb-8ep 43 incl.  See also 0.i-117-3485, 
Air Cornsid &oat t o  i,%r&alL f o r  Gilas, piaped G?.aat?, 5 Eec 43, in 
iPSLU * 

33, Hq. fiMLA', ::ate on tho 23+o:ment of Tactics1 3or;oer Force, c i ~ n e d  
3. C, Eucflocton, :Ax Com~o&orc, i n  -abSD. A g i f a s t  target c !;hi& 
T .  ~ 3 6  not cayrbZo of attacking cff ectit-eXy, s.na in the oven* of 
,m ct.argency, SXJ iiovld. bc V G E ~  for o ~ e r = ~ t i o n s  in the t,?,ctiecJ area. 
w* 

23. T h i s  was Gnu: nrimrily t o  roro Qvs 02 good fl:'in:; 'c~entht?r, es- 
p c c f ~ ~ l l y  a round  the 2Ent 2.~12 22G. 

4 .  Ffie d z t o r i a n  of Lhe 4% Ling (3-26'5) c l a k ~ s 8  that the wing 
Itla& the \%'IF in the emerinentafion 1..1;1ieh IKLS I a t c ~  $0 cTZinate 
in t e e  introduction ol" a nev @iloaonh:z of rail7:ay interdiction 
bhrovgh the tatting of briclges.11 See A gis tor;  of the 42d 2 0 ~ 3  T i % ~ g .  

25, For the mo~ononl of ne6iuw and Pit$ters: t o  Ite!ly see, f o r  erag le ,  
the i..&~inis'I;r,?;ti.Fc ;Zistory of Sic 5welftil Air Forco , P t .  1x1 , 
Tol. I, unit  Mstor ic r~I  rfi.,.terinl f o r  Sente:abex a& October of 
thc 3Zlst cat? 343fh Eoxb Gps \!I) , 6Zd F$@t ex :Yxsg (rhich incluiics 
dnea on tho xo~mont  of the 7 : ' i~ ;  units) , 31stj 33d, 57th. ond 8% 
r ighter G!?F,. U 1  of the m t e r i n l  i a  in iJSA f i l e s .  

!The S a s t  Zoz% Orom (!i) uas the f i r ~ t  nedlnrtl p o r n  t o  be bmed 
on ths m f  nl~n&; the 33d 2 . n ~  the first of the fif$%er gropxt .  

- .- - 
i r - L -  = 
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me B-261s tegpn thelr move t o  E-srdlni~ late Ln October, most 
of Yne nove taking nlzce 3x1 1Tovember. See uni t  h i s t o r y ,  319th 
Boa% Ci, (1:) , Oot-!Tor 43, and 4 Ilistorj- o f  t i ; o  4361 30mb :,*ing. 

- It shoud 'DO m t e d  that  durirrg the ~ o r i t h  of Cctober a nun'oer 
of Y&W' F ~ O L V S  vere I I O ~ O P E S E I ~ ~ O ~ * ? ~  ~ L D  f~ , r  WF combat wan ooncer~d, 
oeinr: in process of ohangins f r o 2  one t;yo of p l c a e  to mother or 
su-i-inc been ~uLlecT out of c m k ~ . t  f o r  training. me neeti for addt- 
t io~lcd.  trc,iuirG; usuallr c m e  f rox evikense that a ~ , y o p  was boxking 
2mccuc~ntcly or fl$%ng fts fomfitions 'or?Up or becz'use of innCeow,te 
tr:~fning before leav-tng tho ,XI. In Zhhc I l t t te r  caant~ction, for 
exa~y;?le, General E p n t ~  noted. tht:.t uanr crew !sere being 3roqht 
over by boat .and air t x m m o r t  1.~hi.1~ Vficir >lanes rmre flown ovcr 
b y  ft'ora- crews; he felt that 3ccmse af tho l ini ted trziniqq received 
bg creas a d  their Is&= of Zaot;lcdi$e of their prticul~w zircrc2ft 
they sheail l a r ry  over their o?n ~&.nss es a means of actlufrin'g 
udd5tioml training, ;"or tho above, see unit histories oz" the 
3PAth 325th Tighter @a and tho 17%h Ton% Gy , Oct 43; GI:-I:.- 
1,2993, Epac;tz t o  *&G.rLWL, s i c ~ e d  Liserdlirover, I.'/ Se? 85. 

26. C::-UlZZnfZ3&, 2Oxs2.1alS. t o  Iiinenhot:er, 29 Oct 43, General : ~ x s ~ 1 3 ~  s 
acscezc WEB bas€& -$on 2 rnczaranilu: p r o p ~ ~ e d  on 27 Cctober by 
Oaeral Xutsr r~~hich ntaked %hat the destruction of 11 britiges on 
9 snJor r~.ilroads in noreherzr Ita2.y and 5 bridges on a Line 
amroxiectaly PISLL-,TI~COGB would ~ ( ~ t c r v o ~ ~  the Germs  ~011th 02 the 
Po into withdrawing into Vae Po "Ifalley. See mcso for CQ 1uG' from 
Bxi~;. Gen. L, 8. Xutor, 27 Dct 43, .4y?liciction o f  iiir Porrer in Italy, 
in LG'AZ~, Gf f ice  Ssrdces Sr. , X?-III-2-5, Italy. SuuseqimntLy, a 
aeaoxtaclw~ on the subjcct of ~ri3p:e bosixfng I ~ F ;  nre?arell for the 
President. Sea neao f o r  the Presiaent , L$plicatlan of A i r  Power in 
ftaly, is Office ;iardcas 3r. . :,Y-If I-F-5, Italg. 

27, As a p r a l l n f m q -  t o  i t s  bridge-suiddns grograT l:tW took a firm1 
C T G ~ :  at ::/I" s on Wo 16th riaen 36 d-25's eecortcd by 34 E-5d s 
pomdcd the Aucollzr iwfis 16th 32 tons of bolr%c, 

28. TOT e m i l e ,  the 315 Zosb G T Q ~  (x-17's) c ~ ~ s i d e r e d  L t s  attrrc:: on 
tho bridge scuthoasf or" OrricrOo r ~ s  i t s  itlest 301 of nrecisioa 
o o ~ b f n ~ ~ - i l u r i n ~  the c~nfh. See Gutline Xis-f;o&, 2d B o ~ b  (IH) , 

a Oot 43. 

29. Unit histow, 349th Bomb Gp (I:), Oct 43. 

30, Y%-' s li&it *aomhers ctnd f f &bur-'borr?bers b:2& beexi oneratint: f r an  
Itc~lfan basts since la5s Se?tember an& earl:; October. See, for 
a,mi:13le, the u n i t  histories o f  Che 47th 2c'ofib C3n (&I and the ,Yth 
F1E;htcr-Eo~-oer Gn, and Rq. ;rw, Tables of Organization, 18Il$-;?~) 
::ov 47, E-43563, In A-2 T i 5 .  

31. Sco Eistory o f  47th Bomb ::i.ng, 25 3'eb-3. roc 3.3. 
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32. lTi& controlled a3.1 railwzy traffic entering &U,y~1xia fmn b t r s l  
L ~ Q D B ,  except for a slight flow via 3 x h a r e s t ;  5% ~ B O  lay on the 
=in line f ro=  Central ?-mope to Greece, 1d.a ;3el=~d,e. 

S&s Z ~ E  the first af tad: on an Ucan5a.n target by ran Italim-based 
~~i unit. see &istory of 47th Zomb Ying, 25 Feb-l Dec 43. 

 id/^, Intel. t o  Gen..bxmld, 1 Dec 43, Wwrent Items of idr 
Intellit;cnce, in ,iAG ZL7-CJ. 

h t a  on 1"AtG1' s stra%c@c operations f ttnd sup~1menta.r~ operations 
oy Qa) during the X ~ s t  half of October ir:  fro..^ W && &&& 3. 5: 
Eel- i%Z, b . 2  a &&& m l;os. 49-51; Hr?. +'idw, L a n d .  Intel. 
h e  XOE. 237-254¶ 15 Oct-3. l,ov 4; Eq. IiASIG, Infiom b s  :or,. 
65-101, 15-31 02% 43; &r :9xiistzy 'Jeel-19 Isms BOE. 217-213. 

Hq, YUi ,  C-gnl. mi! Intel. Bms Kos. 24S254. 33 Oct-1 l;ov 45. 

k i n g  the first tta-tnirds of October the defense o f  norts In I t a l 3  
t:as RS $allows: (1) !;est Goart, the 64th 3&*er  t.inl: un8er PI 
~ x o v i d e d  b y  ar;d nf&t defense of I~cp1es; (2) A s t  Coact. FE :To. 
236 :;ia~r: dcf a d e d  2ml r Brindiai , and 1 ~ ~ ~ z n t o  b:~ c h ~  anit its llo. 
43.6 Sqw:dro_n Sefmded the7 at n-L+;ht. (See !f.j:C, Conin~-&*nt B * I . T ~ ~  
t o  C-In-C & L I ~ ,  10 Oct %, in Ah3dO. ) About the aC)t;n, Caas tal 
took oTar frorn the 64th 3 . n ~ :  the protection of zll shore Installa- 
tions south m d  e w t  of CImmfiIla Pot sl t  (Lorfento Peni.nsul~,}. 
Sas Z'X, CG ,XII AGG t o  CQ lTilTu, 20 Cct 43 , in f iSEJ,  

&& l:o. 5; Hq. ILUZ, JnteL :he:r& iks. 49-50; 
Bq. PAAX?, h n l .  ,md Intel, Sunc Ibs. 237-=, 15 Oct-1 lyov 43: Ho. 
2d3.2, Tntoyx z b s  iTos. dfLlO1, 15-31 Qct 43; Air ::inistr;? ;:ee7cll; 
I m s  Lea. 217-2l.8; irlbre 1 : 0 s t m , ~ ~ .  6. 

Bee the uni t  f i a to r i r s  of m-ious S o ~ i b m ~ e n t  m a  f i ~ t e r  groups 
for Oct 43. 

For excmple, the  33d Yigbtcr GTOLT had a0 ~ n c o m t e r s  &wing the 
zonth iut los t  thlzrce p l ~ m e o  t o  f i re  ~s;liEo escorf;ixlg an& 'uonbing; 
tile B o m 7 u c ~ t  Grow IIil &u 17 of 24 planes h z ~ e d  337 fl& 
over GEL+,UE~ on the 4th; at2 other units--notsbly the 47th 2 o n b ~ ~ e n t -  
G x o q  (El md tha 31Ob hnhzdaenii ( M ) - - - d ~ ~ t ~ d  511 fhet r  unit 
f i s to r i t r .~  the frequency an& ssvarftg7 of the Gernan .VL fire. See 
~ 5 . 1 ;  ~ s z s r i c s  of these an& other 12th LIZ d t i s  for 0c.t 4-25, 

&ta fc based on informtion fron tae  f o l l o v & n ~  sources: Statistical 
ifontrol, Eg. JAG; Bq. 12th @@rations of thn i*.~elft;i Air l'oree, 
b lyov 4%8 Thy 45; -iZr 1Iirplstr;~ ,,"ee7rly Tm'os ::as, 215-2l.Z; Hq. IZ&, 
Ilclnthly Oper,-?tfons A a l e t i n  1:o. 9 ,  Dec a: ~ ~ S ~ D T S ~ ,  UI 2lghtor 
Comrncl, 1 June 43-1 32-n 44; Yhre i T o s t m ,  p ~ ,  6, 10. 
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43. Hislorr of the 52d Troop Carrier iing, Oct 43. 
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2. For the creation ,md act idt ies  of h ~ f n c o r  Gomn~~r-d, see p. 250, 
this study, 

25, XI1 Z S C  rEs sffectoll  nrlnct$ally tirrough the IOSE of its o l d  II . 
Atr Service ;wen Go=-ad ( ~ p }  t o  the k71ftaea%h Air Force on 3 
Decemoer, r;hen f I E L S U  b e c a e  ;fl .'&53. See Histor;;. of tne Criginsl 
XI1 LiJ'S2, pp. 2 l L Z 5 ;  G.0, Lo. SY, Eq. 12th 3 Eec 43. 

4. :It tho Casn^ulnnca Corm.Zerence ( ~ m ~ r y  1 9 U )  the A&~I Air ?orcets 
' p r o s m  of ~ ~ i P - $ t  bombing h3& been ern&orsed by the BCS the 

EOEZd3;ii;X offensive n,~Tns;t  Cencm inCustr3; h,?d been recognized as 
the rqjor .Allied air oiqjective of the j:ep.r. 2u'ocenueatly, 262;3>I,U3; 
vras f o r t a l i  zed into the Cosl'uf ned Zomber Off srsi rs, an& s7ecZj:i c 
s t r r l t e ~ e c  targets were ~ssigae6 to t L e  3&th and t o  the 3 2  3ox~ber 
Conwad. Ut, to tho f a l l  of 124.3 theso tw e laont s  k id  emrf ed *he 
Gm, for t h e  i1e9~vies of the 5t:slf th ,lnd IXnth Lir Yorces wore 
ope~zting agd.rrst- enenlr airf i clds and commicnt  Fon~--~.dth a lew 
excmtfona such 3s tho rlocsti m i d  of 1 .iiuf:~ t 1043, 

7 ,  13riuteo, CCS, 106th ::ootini;, ~ ~ U L ~ ~ ' L L L P ~ ,  14- Cd. See also meso SOT 
JGS frsa CQ Po iissure the ::ost LSfe~t;ive lhploitatton of the 
ConoTrred Eoz'bsr Qffenalive, 9 Uct  Bd. 

9, As &rig. Geil. G, F. 3 o m  put it: rrTho basta reason f o r  the creation 
of the Fifteenth Air Force was to g i ve  *the GS :L ctrilsing force 
a@.ins% stratet@c targets--tho in&ns trial, econo,';lc ~ a b  cox:uni cations 
systeas of C c r ~ n n ; -  so t h ~ t  tro cozilfi strike both fron Basos in the 
UL tmd Seo Interrtetr r i i t h  Big. Een. C. E'. Born, .4C/S, A-5, 
15th 2 June 44, in I-Lietor$- of 15th h2, 701. IL. 

11. . , 1 .  3 . 1  See a&co neao, sicned ~ / ; / 5 g t .  G. V. :;artin, [IFhou&ts 
on tho Formtion of the EiftesnYfi Air Porcc," in nersaml f i l e  of 
LC. 001. Jmss h.r.t;on, Hq. SiY (cited hor~ianftar nr; "Formation of 
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-.. ) 5$cL\ t:kT* 
P~!'k5-Eii-lb, Dotes, C l ~ m .  &f ~ , E l  C fly I*- t'"t4 357 

12, L t x . ,  lhj. Gen. I. E. L&?m,rdc to Lt. Gen. Irz C. &4'zer, LO date, 
qw ted in iJFoms,tion of L5kh 2 2 .  'I 

12;. Draft silwql to U G ,  .,'asilington, i ron  i L i ~  1.M. ~ t r ; ,  , :31liteL~ll. 
{incl, t o  ltr. , AT: ;.or&ri 2t'ottonley t o  Lt, Gen, 1 ra C. Aker), 
19 Oct 43, quoted in flPom~n-bion of the 1Stlr .G. " 

4 .  C;:-c'CZ-C433, 5-I)mt z t o  2i~~nslor.cr, 24 Oct 43. 

15. ?liere was Eoae G i f f c r ~ ~ c e  of opirilon on t h a  questLon of rogzizls - - 

a&~r:lsZicgc in nm.3er of opcre,tfon,zi1. Ln.2-B. A pc.per, li2ne i'ectner 
Iactor In ~ o r ~ b l n g  Gcr~wsq;s fron Lxf t i p i  Pnser: 0s Coqcred.  rdth f i t  
of Itali,.ur 2ases,li [ l M h  .C file, k4.2, E u r o ~ e a n  3r.l stated tk:t 
onlr a few nore o p o r a t i o m l  &,rs yer mon-LB G J - L C ~  be expzctcd bg 
heavies o~crztius P r o 2  Itals, b12. thzt %as@ con&itions Vlere 
(crusnics of iog, for srzmd.e) 1~o112.d De bettor than in LT. 

16. Q:-ll~-?123, Dozlit t l e  u d  ::cI33~-3.d zi : p ~ d  Lisznlro;!er t o  Sgzzta =re 
of ~ m 0 1 d ,  12 Octi; 48, in Pi-dkQ. 

2 .  Ltr., Lt. Gen, Ira G. 2.':or t o  Lt. Gau. Jaco'n I>. Ceporc, CE >;rQCS,, 
35 Cct 43. qmted in :To-mntion of t;hc 15tc a\ qJ  

24. L t r ,  , ALE! IirKz~ur 2. E , > ~ r i a  t o  : hj . Gea. Ira O. =:ex, quoted in 
"For, ateon or^ tho 15th 1J. ti 

25. Intierview, Ool. G. A. 'Young, :.CIS, A-3, 15th 37 ~ h y  g?, in 
Eistow of 18th 2 2 ,  Sol .  IT. 

- L 
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23. @:.I-Ill-13372, S~iats: wiped ;;Snenlrro'~-er t o  h G , i Z  f o r  itmold, 33 Ocf 
la, in s"&;bO. 

31. 03-CIL2-14Z~38, 1~mold t o  iXssnhor~er f a r  %mtn, 33. Oct 43. 

a 32. C11-IlL3117, 2isenhovor t o  AU I D  for Arnold, 5 :?or 43, in :ZSAIO, 
,~ctimtTon %ILL8 _nor G.0. ;b. 121, liq. n;iirCJUSA, L L;OT 43 cad G.Q. 
KO. 83, EIq. 12th a, 1 Eav 43, 

35, H%atorT of 15th A?, Vol. X; G.O. Yes, 1, 3, 16, En. 15th m, 1 Ibv, 
5 DCC 43, 

37. 5.0. 110, 1, Hq. 15th All, I 1;ov 43, in firtow of 15th -42, Qol. I, 

39. Cl!-I3-312, JJE4 40 ;iXp., I liov 4-3 (paraphrase) , i n  -4ZA2, t;fUT~;i)at~i J 2 ~ .  

40. GI-I:*-lGO34, Ljircnho~mr t o  dB.;.Ei f o r  COB, 23 Oct 43, in =D, 
,&rope.m 3r. 

41. mesa flprres %rere conaidorably ~"ootrc tho e.t.erar;e hea-vy box'usr 
c effort 12iicli hzb bee11 T O C ~ F & C &  f ~ o n  31 August t9 33 :wovomber 1843. 

D&ng thnt  qeriob the arrersEc sor t i e  rats  or month Jser plraae in 
the thcstor VTLS 4.8; the average sortie rzta nsr mnth PPP ~ Z ? ' ; C ~ C  
ready fox conb%t vv.o 8.7,  and t aa  coxtio m-te For nonth ncr ere:? 
1 3 s :  6.2, 5ec St+ttioticc4,1 Control Feqor8, 23 F)!QY 43, in 15th A? file, 
.E."tXP, -uro>ecm Bx. . 

43. Titire, I h J .  Gen. J. H. EooZitt26 t o  CG ,"t'~?, 19 1 3 0 ~  43, in AfiG 332-I-;;. 

a General S y x t : :  conmrrod on 6 Cec~mbar 19.43 in Irt id. to abova. 

5 .  m. Sn cTilllw,rr 1944 2rig. Gan. 3. 'i. C e v a s ,  Sf;,";, Personnel 
isf'omed Ihj, &TI. if .  T. Pva1d.n~ (then CG. of tho  l i f t c e ~ ~ t h )  t1v.t 
present 7>lams irere t o  lsufld m thc heavy banber u;rf ts of tiac hiitemth 
to 56 crortfi ner g o u n  !tot t h o  earliest ~rxctic%'illa datert; that bq 
Tebru~r;~. the rqlncenilent f10i~ of he2q 'comber areus t r ~ l d  be 32, 
 ad of f i g h t o r  crews 3J:r; an6 thxb the Zwelfth ?-ifteenth now 
hcd first ' O X ~ O T ~ B ~  on filler and renlzee;x,ent ~srsoruzel  lo^ ~;raimiL 
force ~~~. I ;a i i~ t  rotat ion rat0 of one-hlf  730~  cen t ,  h o ~ ~ e ~ f e r ,  00ul.d 
ED$ So incre;..od. See ltr., i r i ~ .  <:en. d. !., demns, AC/.L'J, L-ersoxmal 
to I b j .  Gen. C. 1'. Q r ~ i n i n ~ ,  13 J m  44, 

-*-' - - r  , 

I 

r -  - 
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5 2.3 r id /AS, l l cme t o  SBG/AS, 13 Oct 43, ,md Itr. , d m o Z &  t o  hkor, 
22 O c t  43, 2 a U G  312-1-L. 

It is in%eresting to note that about t2.iii.s t h e  General mnatz 
cane Port:ard vith an Sdea vo.uLd Iza~o srled *he bxL1C-uy. Be 
vrogosed t o  convert his three 3-26 SrouFs t o  3-17"s a d  to chCmge 
four group of B-25 s and one of .I-88 Is t o  2.n2C31 c. These ck-azss 
rrould elizinated the nediuns, and u d e  the Liiteenth ourolj- 
a he%v,- bonbarbcnt n3r force m d  the lvrelEtL essmticzlly n closn- 
smasrt air force. Qhe suaoation ?!as clisc~pnroved by AC/.%~, F l m s  
bec:euae the tr,mnf er of one med.im groq cad two fighter-'oouksr 
grotr;ls fron !:orth Africa t o  Chi EL was alretdy proposed pad because 
thrw ~rou3s of P-47's were ncheilu2ed t o  'be shiftsd fro3 16TQ to OX. 
Sea xemo for 5rig. Gen. 0. P. :;a~laniL fron Col. R. E. Zell;, @hie?', 
r5Uooatians 9r. , 18 Qct 43, in bid3 32.243. 

46. Ltr. , Col. H. P. Ballinger, Chief, Supqly m d  :kintermco Br., 
&>/.S, :L&D eo CG AsJPFO, a O& 43, I n  uG 33GE. 

47. G,:-OTJ-l5lY, Arnold t o  Y i o ~ o t r e r  for @zd"zts, X Tbv 4 3 ,  i n  s"G8JU; 
cce also C3r-IIF15983, ,Xl~b;Iers to (Y), 31 r l q  43 (nerqhraae) ,  in 
;z'to 9 h%133~C?3n 32. 

48. Sea unit his tor5os  of the sevorr.1 pou?ss. 

49. I.?-111-F-3 (Ibod.), mi&. 173 d=IIe or other  informtion is on the 
8ocu7ent. 

W. EZ, Gal. 3. 5. ' b t z e l ,  Chief, lElitwry Torsowcl Civ, $0 AC/BS, 
vkGi;2i, 6 Bor 113, in L i G  822-1. 

52. ;EU~tory of 15th E ,  ToI .  I. Ths B25th :iing never bocme o~erntional. ,  
f ts parccrnncl a%n:~in,.; an D/S at Uq. Flftecnth : b i r  Force. 

53. History of 15th FOX. 1; inter~ew vi$h I h j .  &n; Ihtimri T. T r d n i n ~ ,  

. E ~ O ,  AC/AS, ~sri5;, to A:/AS, UU:, 2 k c  43, ,ad.  ~ 0 ~ 2 0 ,  .LO/$S, odosli to 
AC/AS, Elms, 23 ljov 43, in Vod. GeneralLN file , 2 2 d J ,  ~Wopsnn sr. ; 
cb.rD,  i L W  Dyser;atioa,fl Control, prelzreb by ?ad 53tiZCU, 28% Oct 43, 
in U-Sdd. 

55. G:!-9bT-12538, (7 ] t o  I5fir E, 25 8ct G3, in X-Xi? a ~ ' s ; L T c ) ~ ~ , z ~  BP. ; Eeno, 
Qol, J, 3;. Lou%zenheiser, CPD to Gm. C-saig, . : , ~ / 8 5 ,  Plans,  8 Zec 43, 
Pa ;3-lXT-2-9,2 (I:orth irfriea lio. 2 )  , 3 ; ? * ~ 0 .  

? C -  
' -d 

I - -" - 
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59, mi&. ; IIistor:~ of the  O x i ~ i n a l  XXI Al'cQ; C.. 0. :To s. 1 tad 2, Hq. 
m / ~ ~ 2 ,  1-3 *JPZ 44. 

GO. Er-.tory of 15th AT, V01. 111. ' It; s;loald 'oe note& tht the build-tl3 
03 the ttir  farce^ in 193 a d  of the  gound t r o o n s  necessary to 
r~..intain t h a  vns a% the esaense of the T'iftj.1 mil 3 i ~ j t h  -IT>TGE. 
See Xinntes af  Xl i  t,zr:$ Gonf erence Uetwcm tne  USA. f;Sre,zt S r i t n h  
anti the Uaa, 2eaerdn, 23: 1-ov 815. 

GI. History of 15th 2, Vol. I. 2he tr,-*n.;l"erc prore per G.0, iio. 64, 
lie, 12th .I?, 3 ,,ov 43, and Ul  (l&v) Cabla 09-45",, 1 Jan 4.1, 2s 
cited in E1qtsrd of L5%h AE, Vol. 1. Ses a l s o  unit histor,,, 4'7th 
Bo2b X P ~ ,  25 Te'il-1 EQC $3, 

62. !2he 9~wlSth'a n Q r ~ i n i s t r ~ t i v s  control. =tznded not only t o  i t s  O I ~  

units out to thoso of the Tifteenth. Control over the Iztter uac 
teminated on 21 Cecenoer 1943. 

63. la ?e'nru~.ry 19-44, gws-mt  t o  or&exs fxon CSS, tho 5Zd Troap CitrrSer 
 tin^ o:r"~s $ransf erred t o  >xi). This was done as rs p x t  of the b.Ald-iq 
t o  nee t  tho mquirexcnts f o r  BEFLOhd. Sco IXautes, JQS, 114th iIee1;- 
ing, 1% 5 q  43, and CO3, 2aQ/8, 14 $ey 43 ;  see alno Trzralfth Air Torce 

. Mainiatsa-tivo Estorg-,  Pt. 3 ,  

64. O r g d  c a t  ion21 charts, ;TAG ( 6  :TOT 43 I rnd lW.1 (31. Oc t  an& 21 
i ov 43); 13i;h !2 SdnFzl2str~,,tlve Elstory,  Pt. I. 

65. For tho onerat5clns of the riff renth during LVovenuer ,and Ceoex3c?r, 
see p. %&a th3.a stu&$. 

06. CCS 3.7/,7, 5 :"OT 83. 

69. C:I-I;J-l3~XL4, Smold $0 G i l e n ,  22 1Tov 43; C:!-IIT-1S94, Arnold t o  Mlcs  , 
25 5Y03 43; G!:-OFZ-361, ;@nald t o  PP~c~x,  1 Dec 43; @i:l;cy, .~G/As, O I G ~ ,  
18 l:ov 43, in i S % O .  
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Eistory of 15th kF, VoL. 11. 'L'~-iis order of z r x o r i t y  differn8 xose- 
t b k t  fron ono ~ d ~ l c ' h  GencraJ. S p ~ t z  bnd smi; t o  Gcner:~l A r n o l d  OD the 
10th, ?ad t:afr=h gave liiLilR's m i n  alrjectfrres in the following oraer: 
to suporti fire  an?^ in the It~,1Stsn c z z 1 1 ~ ) ~ t g  bg' close s u ~ ~ o r l  a d  
inii ermntion of linea of ca:.tadcation; to contrTvate to P~)II!~J.Z;~:?~: 
to vedien the Genxn position in th3 ijaJ.!:~as nxti the dcp?,ui. See 
(;:f-Ii:-mLO, S22~tts sit-peiL A s e u o v ~ e r  t o  i%dlri f sr i~rnold, 10 iT~r $3. 

Hiwtor;r of 15th LO, 'Col. 11: Ol:-lr;-7340, haa t"  sipctd 3sanhmrer 
to siG;LEl for Amol6,  10 1-ov fig. 

See intorv-ie~r, Col, C, A. YOUIS, A C / S ,  A-2, 16+& i'??, 27 1hy 44, in 
History of 15th Vol. II. 

This use of 52A2's heavies h:d N ~ F O  been t;yical. of oqeri..tions dur- 
 in^ tho $unisi~a and S i c i l i ~ .  w ~ * n a i ~ ~ .  In 8ddition, t3ey k?d axso 
beon use& f o r  c lose  smgort , as 3t X:reserPns a d  &%Zerno. 

History of ZirL%I,. 3ec 43-1 E q  &'/-. 

iiistary of iLLL*, Dec 43-1 f~ 44. 

IufJ.; 15th = E i s t o x i ~ ~ : L  L%%,r;i', E'lr~t pa r  of *eratione, 1 !:ov 4, 

Hictory of the 15th Val. 11; see 8lso GI!-T-:-'/a40t @ m t z  si;aed 
dse&oser t o  ABt&.Ei lor Arnold, 10 l7ov 4 5 .  

Hict ~rjr of tho 15th 2.2,  '001. 11. 

L%>/;Y, Intel. to @en. &io ld ,  '9urreat I6eins of 23.r Intelli ,ymce,f '  
11 bct 43, fa L i B  -257-0. 

Ap8/d3, Intel. , "Gil Insl;~llctlonn ',ti tixin Bonbin~ :  F ~ n 5 e  of I;$,?;LSm 
b s e c ,  5 Oct 43, in 2L'm, .A.r~;i)tzn 3. , f ' O i 1  In~ ta lZ~ i f j ions ,  etc. 1' 

file. 
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38. History of lLLG', Uec 43-1 Sep 44. 

89. C:r-I;::-7SrZO, mant z signed dsenhower t o  AeE.Ja for A~uol i i ,  LO Sov 43. 
@ 

90. ClI-WI'-8631, G i l e n  for :2n31d, 23 l;ov 43. 

91. For %he creation of lL"ZL', scc Olxzy, PTII. 

92. b t a  on ;oexsonnel an& nuoo r  of circraft sumlied by Statiattcal. 
Control, Flg. W. 

95. Ltr., c;raPg for a i l s 3  to Spaqtz, 19 Iiov 4 5 ,  in ,eX 312-1-:1. 

9S. ftZle Frezlch Air Forco in 15U3', 11 Pxelinim,~;- k i i ~ ~ o r ~ ,  11 in md=.~. See 
also AIYa, 2uaneatl Zr. trZdUll file, in :P-111-2-13 (llorth .+9rica 
170. 2) ; ::~5.-3.2- E m o r t  of 2tsters of Xircr;-dt t.nd Sou;~nt Crer;s, -:-3.G , 
% :'OT 43, oro;n,.rrod by S d  S38EiJ, ;:-39656, in 1b2 Lib. Ijurin,rq this 
pmriol! 3cnch  nilots "aelw trained in the Ipntted. States 2t t h e  
r,de of EO per con%h :.a& kunnors :tt t h c a  m t e  of 83; the;- reccired ,an 
nmrns:a of 1LU hours of trnlain;. See GI!-OW-7255, A r n o l d  to S T F L L ~ ~ S ,  
18 ~1% 43,  in SLO. 

Y 6. BZI-Mi-6755, ,irnold t o  Spritz, 17 A u r  43; C:::I-I1.-&31~9, Sq73;.,atz a i c ~ s d  
Lise&o~:er to +haold, 11 Sm 43; ltr., lhj. Con. E. I:. G i L e s ,  r~/2**9 
+a SG 12t;h Q Cct 43, in ?dC: 312.1; Bit-ision Eizest, LL-, 
13 Se;s 43; interder:, Sol. O. A. Youn~, ~ jG / t5 ,  A-2, 15th AT, 87 :hy 
4, In Uiwtorr of 1;jtfi AF, Vol. 11; unit I4s tor l tns .  b12th Ss clnd 
876th 3on"u:o (li), ;:ov, DCG 43, 

7 Elq. to GB ILLW, mc?rmtione on trzs 1tali:t.n l i ~ i n l ~ i l ,  fn G p s .  
E.ecord 3ook, l%G, imp. $17, $1 Yoo-Ye;~ 431, Incl. 

Y ~ S .  For &~taiLs of the m o ~ e n e n t  see unit h i s t o x i e ~ ,  12t;a. 2nd 
15th a ' s ,  COT-Lot 425. Seo, e a ~ e ~ 5 L U . y ~  hietorie:: ox" the ,?d, L' t t r l ,  
tj'?til mil 378th 303b Gpc. 5no latter 1 .3~3  W e  first heavy p o u p  t o  - 
move t o  f t&y. 

a 93. C::-117-12?51, 12th 2 9  t o  Eeo 43 (pssayhr&se/, in &AM, 

~etropetm ax. ; Clf-f1:-18114, ZLceaorser to bBb12'&, 23 Cec 43, 

10u. I:ano for CiS ASLW f~o11 AC/ S, ji.4, Hq, 12th -43, 2L Oct 43, in ~ J E e y ~ r t  
an 3.rWomesti f i l e  , i U d S 5 ,  i b o p a n  a, ; BrLe. Grtn. 13. A. Earidson- 
to Lt, Gen. F. 3. ::organ, Cevelonnent "of A i r f i e l d s  in Corsica, 
8 43, in :9-111-2-23 (l'orth Africa 1Zo. 2 )  , 2Gm ; nemo f ron 
Col. J. L. Foutnenhciacr , OPD for Gen, l<uter , 9 9'0t- 48, fa 
f~Avail,ab%Iitg of Alrficlc" F tr f i l e ,  A2'.iiZ?, 2'uroneea Er.  ; hf r.t~)rz of 
khc O r i # n d ,  iZdC, r;n, 2W-ZO5; .1 H i ~ % o r  
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nexo for GG ?:&I fron Col. 0. I;, foath, P-C/S,  An&, I Y a .  25 Qct  
43, in ' 2-1 I I-T-13 (:!or th Africa Lo. 2 )  , i*Jz. 

101. Hq. U F J ~ / ~ ~ I O  (Pror) ,  Bistorx of Policier; Affecting 1~dat ton  
2ncine~rs in the :':otiXkerrzxicw Caiaimc;, 3 Jns 45; Cosmmd IEiat~rg, 
MI A i r  Force %&neor Gomiiaa (ho t c ) ,  Acti-mtion t o  1 Jcen 4.1. 

103. u. ; p a 9  f o r  Ccn. 1:uter fro2 So l .  Joe Z. L o u t ~ e n h ~ Z s e r ,  Qr3, 
9 TOT 43, in ~ 1 " ~ - ~ + i l c . ~ o i l f t g  of .'&rfioldp" file, ,CeGJ, 21ropee~ Pr.; 
Hq. J~SSG/ :~O,  ?he Z w & l i n ~  raQ Gonsm'r)tZon of .iydatian G,-tsoline 
in tho :le6.itcrrmccn 'iher.ter of S?sr,--liions, 3 :'or 42-1 ~$4, F. 15. 

a 103. Ec.. ALFZC/!;'~"O (Prot-) , Hf story of Pol ic ies  Xff ecting 2fi-htion L ~ j n e e r s  
in -the :red C z x m i g a ~ 1 ;  ~ l q ,  ~LZEG/:TO, ~ 3 t o 1 y  of L ~ ~ ~ ~ / : ~ a ,  1 J P ~ -  
30 Jvno 44., n. 95 ff; Eq. 2 2 ~ ~ / ~ ~ ~ ,  !?he PImrQin,; and Consm~ptior? 
o f  A d ~ t i o n  CascZfne; 13::-IK-16&%&, Algiers: t o  . ~ ~ ,  25 ikv 43; Y A ~  
utline Lintor7 af  t i c  Cor~Ica J i r  S~b-~lrew; Hq. -UTSS/E:TO, hictory 
sf the O r i f i m l  IiXI X E C ;  3rig. Ge3. D. A. i h ~ f  &on t o  Lt. Gea. 
7. E. ::orem, Zevelopscnt of iiir feelas in. Gorsi.cn, 8 l.ov 4.3, in 
;B-XIX-F-18 (:;or& :5frisc. Xo, 2) , ri.l+u; xer?ro for Gea. Zut;er frm 
Go?,. J, I;. Loutzsnhoiser, Qd3, 9 :oV 43, in i8i i~~.i l~3il i ty o f * i j r -  
f5eldsfE f i l e ,  L", Lhro>wx 3rw 

10.4.. Bp, 2 ! ~ ~ 2 / : 2 2 3 ,  The Hintor!: of Atlriat5.c Cmot U>&er X-G' Qontrol; 
hq. & ~ 5 1 2 / 1 . ~ 0 ,  Li~tor:r of ;&ZSC/: TO, I Jm-go Jirne &, 7. 3134 ff- 

186, The CutEir~a HisLor ;~  of Corsica ii2r ~ub-:flea; Kq. u3S/:;s"0, his tar^ 
of the Grit$ml AT Z E J ,  p. Z43 ff, 

105. Eq. ~blr~c/:;lc, ~icto~$of tau original  331 2 5 ~ 2 ,  p. 235 ff; Hp. 
. A E b ~ / r l f ~ ,  Listor$ of :LWEC/I-!?O, 1 Jnn-30 June 44, nn. 117-129, 

107. Eg, l';iaaa, r i Z l ~ a  for Iioucr~nt of AgxnCleQ EiG* ;o the 1t~lia.n 
?ht.ater, 16 Cap 43, i n  riTt.dian i n a c c  fir Str~~ke;r;lc Air Forceu 
f i l e ,  U,*i2, 2 ~ 0 f h ~ i m  

108. Generrrl :Ssod~o.rser said rt the cnd of Xovcr;?uer t3a.t '*JXG' "based in 
I.i;:ily i~1.3 k d c e  0s ef i ' ec t i~e  as if it ha& rcm1ned in 5unisin. fl 

110. FOT the ~fCcat  05 fhr r.:cathcr on ;b.p.e;~ber mfi Eeccubcr o y e x s ~ t i o n ~ ,  
coe Eq. W C.sn1. and Intel, S ~ T I S  and arnit d n t o r l e s  of the 17.tli, 
98th, 319ti1, m6 923th 20~1% Gps. -'Lctu=+ll~, the ~ ~ c n t i e r  did not 
prorc t o  be a~~prcciablg 1:orEe -&,a t l ~ o  ,*-Gts ::ern"L~:~r IXv3.sion had 
predTcte8 I t  ~;bulC? -be, fnnafrr nf! t ~ c t i c z l .  on@rtl,tion2; vr@re c o n ~ e r n ~ ~ d .  
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b c a r 6 i ~ g  t o  the Givtidon1w estirn,te Tsta aperntfng b y e  from 15 
Cctober ti;roq$ 31 Ueccder 1;1;6ul& be :is fn22at:s: 

1. So~j f2r~  :;re2 (east of the rlw?nainr!s)--~.oo~--X32 
E o s ~ i b l e  , d t h  rostrictf on~--3? 9 ~ ~ s ;  f?nd not nossf ille--21 W;S. 

3, Xn;.lles Area (rrcst of the 1 ~ ~ c ~ i n e s ) - - ~ o o t l - - ~ 4  &?FE:: pssTlJle, 
:iith restrictions--32 &.;v-:Y; mil not rossiblc--32 cii2::r. 
Bee, Eq, ,Lr, Veatiicr mv. , f!~t;stimt e of ' inctioal .?J.rcxaf t @er:~.tf~r~s,  
Itnli;a Theater, 15 Octobcr 1943-1 Janut1.r~- in rEcriat.3 on . 

0 Airdxornes" f5ls, tPT;'=, 3 t ~ o p c . m  5r. ,io brauybt out ln,tcr In t X e  
o t ~ @ . ~  (in r: dlocussion of l;-?L'zts cyer~:%i(ins 9n ZTovoriatr ;a5 5ecer:ber) 
i t  v:ta SI'Z, fc*r rmrc thm FLIT, :.;hi& aufforcd f rora the venther. 

1 .  2ai-lmin,: rrccir the end of Cotob4r, XI Bomber Coa~~?nil hid s e t  u? a 
fu l l  training progx&z f o r  :xL1 it:: units. The rrrogrisr rank;ed a11 tha way 
from lorfain:; pr:otico t o  i n a t r w t i o n s  i z i  ditchin:: ?roceQme, Sse 
@ e ~ ~ t l o r n e  :Iezc Ik. 3-1, Lq. XI1 don'uer Cozzand, 77 t jc t  45, ia Ldi rG.  
At the snze .tine sever?-1 l ' i&ter  peep bci9;m fginr-; tiirauph the 30- 
t o  CO-by tr:~iu.in?: ?rogr,?z~ necessarz t o  sLii"tin$ fro;.. P--20 c .to 
P-47rs. See unit h i s t o r ~ r ,  325th Yigliter G2, Kov-Lbc 4.3. 
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I. %sic data far tho o>erntioma of PI,,? ,me iturinf: I-ovedser coriie 
fro2 tlie folXowln:: swmce3: && Rev3.e~: l'o. 5; Tq. :LC, a 
u. ::eeZ:= 303. 5L-55; Rq. A+AE' , C p n l .  and Int01. SUES Ibs. 
25:-?24, 1 liov-1 t e c  43 ; IIq. :AT&, 3 Int/~ra;louns Xos. ZEL-234, 1-30 
lov 44;  Lli~tom of the 15th is, ToZ. If. A l l  other sonrces oi (1,9tz, 

e cad inl"amntion are g r o p ~ r l y  noted fn footnotes. 

2, Boe !;a. 242 G r o p  @er~,tioncd. Instrmction ;:Q. 12, 31 Oct 4 3 ,  Sn 
&,.&jjQ. 

3. E r t o r y  or" 15Yi :a, Vol. 111. 

4. 50 @va only h sinf"1e illus%ratf on: the 319tr~ L C ~ T ~ > C P & ? , ~ Y ~ ~  G r o q  (I!) 
p l fmud  l d  r?,irsions &wring :'o~eciIxr; 10 o'2 t h e s ~  woro c a c e l e d  m 6  
3 r~orc  rendered a~ortive 2;- rtoatkier. Ceo uni t  history,  Z l Y t l i  b 0 ~ 3  
G$ (I!) , Ii07 43. 

5. Kintory of 15th 2, Pol. I1 ; tnt ervlct;, Col. (3. A. Young, ,%C/S, 
A-3, 150h S,  27-KELF 44, :!nd interview, $rig. Den. O. F. Eorn, ~ C / S ,  
.I-3 , 15th A U  , u. 

r- 8. &*;is was %he first Asc ion  by the nett Efteeb th  ~ L L X  ~ O T C Q .  d t  too:: 
plcce during the dn.. of L 1Sovcnlcr. .See mstcsrical SLWLT:=, Xrst . - 
lcer of (SrPctrations, 15th =, 1270~ 44. 

9. Gee a2so ceeo for hn, Arnold fron 2bIi. bn. 3. 1:. Ciles ,  C/AS, 
15 :bv 48, i n  ,'L*LC? 385-9. 

11. GQI*Y?.W nin,;t~-cn@no fii_;hter ~xoduct ion  h ~ d  iuoreasc8 f r o 3  around. 4OJ 
yer zanth in July lV43 t o  COO TCT monkh in J-Q+- 1945. !!art of -&a 
increase cm8 f r o 3  three !:&1C19 co~;nlaxus at iienor I;ewtadt, 
L'..e~er;suurg, nnd Leinzig. Tie Pomer ~ ! q s  t37lthin rmge of ~ ; A L I L " ~  
ne:~vien; from fa.tzzre 3aaes cronnd 70~@h d l  three t ~ o u l d  'be ~ ! i t h i n  
r2age. See Hq. XV2, "Air Powcr in the I!cditerr~snt?nn, '1 AD?, C, 
pp. 2-3, in IZS-iB, 

16th K$, Tol. IY; unit hirtorg, Zd Sorrib C? ( H I ,  ;TOY 4;5, 

13. U. 
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27, 2Icno f o r  Gen. t m o l r 3  fro3 lbj. Oeti. Li. 11. Eiles, ~ J / A S ,  15 Xov 43, 
f n U1.G 3Sb-D. 

18. Efinutos of Ililitccry C-onferencc 2etr:oen the USA, Great ;ritRin ma 
the USbE, Teheran, f 3 :TOT 43. 

23. See, ec~:*icciz2Q:, I ' i intory of 15th ,YE, Tol. IL. 

2 .  See unit historg-, 313th 303b Gz (i!), Xov 43. 

22. Elrtne~ on tho set- trfn fron xtsaions to nor th~rn  I.t.?l~ or ~ o u t i z u r m  
! r a c e  frequ~ntl~ reached Sar63.d~ or Cor~icsl ~ i Z ; i z  engtnes out, 
~asoline lor.;, or r s i t h  severe 'battle da11ge, On such O C C ~ ? S ~ O ~ G  the 
t im i s l m d e  were ilrvnla%?tle, See,  for exmyle, unit ldstorian, 2d 
3mb GQ (U) , Eov-Ilec 45,  

23. E~-~UT-203E8, C3S t o  Z i ~ o n h o ~ * e r ,  22 Cct 4. Tor Genenil li: enlsol~rerls 
initizl ~I,'?Pc EBB i: :-X::-rjl36, Spritz s i a c a  Lsicni~over t o  I~G~u'.fi. for 
iflaold, 10 Eov 43, m d  O:i-Il:-rYBZi, Liaenho1;rcr t o  BGS,A2 for g@3, 
l a  I:OV 4 5 ,  

2 .  Sec also dir ::inistr;~ :*cd:ly Is-mr; ,;or. 22l-222; C:!-CIw-59i3B, Seyton 
t o  Lt. Dol, ::cGarthy f o r  iirnold, 15 Xov 4%. .. 

27. Eictor:; 02 15th A?, 701, 11. For further details  see s6Ld 6 tuh  - .  
b2ropafjandzi rtnd P~rtizan Suz3Zg Operrztionr, of tile JL.%TZ1 in the dmo-penn 
Fficaters. I t  

83. En. :h"iG-E,rlI!:tre : T ~ a t r - x n , ~ ~  ~ 2 -  3-5, 2G: Air  : S n l s t r ~  ';en%? I w n s  
::on. FJ9-223; History, X I 1  yi,fater ~2om.ud, 1 June 43-1 Ji1a 4-, 

29. As has been notcd aroviou~l~ the C..= bonlber e f l o r t  in %la i :~Gi  tes- 
~ ~ m e m  rre9 ast llzxited to ntt:z7rn on I t a l y  rnd cmtrsl  
:Ie& tmr,mcrtli; cc t ~ x ~ l l y ,  i tr; l~rgest operations Frore %@ins t tile 
;riti& vh3 KGTC t~:-in~: t o  hold the ;,ec@sn Psluni-F of Eeros  mi; Cnx,os. - ,-*P -F-qMn+! s ~ j ; ~ l - l L ! ~  k , # t X *  
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- 
32. ~ = ~ s e b  prfr rolp~l ly  qJon ltr,, CoE. G. 0 .  :icComld, A-2, Z2tn .$ to 

!&j, Gen. Cll;vton 3icsc l l .  .lC/:1S, Intel.. , 1L; l!ov 43, in ,UG OLO-~DL~A, 
mil man ostinntec in Zq, 1;LLt'S, J& J&I&. .;eekI:r Iyos, 5l-54. 

.- 
83. q r  tho en& of ;:ovenbor t h o  i ~ c r o ~ s -  in dr-acr i  rescuc opcr~tlons-- 

=de nsceaenr:.. b~ A JcS' a ,:ro:lin*y actiri tics OVCT t h e  Ariwtic ,  t s e  
legem, md the nortkrt~c st orn ~:od1.t;err~uscm--c:~u~cd the L I Z  t o  send 
Gs?st,.r.I n nsv air-sea rescue ~qw.drort of Y Pjy-5t~. See C;:-CY!-lO<2E, 
:r;o2d t o  % w t z ,  36 Zov 4-3, in ;il'AL2, -kro~e&rt 3r. 

34. Stntisticc f o r  -0vai3er are base& ou the follorring: Lq. LAG, 
:.olrtUj C ~ c r ; ~ f ; i o n s  3 U c t i n  Zo. d ,  :;OV 43: Mq. I:ri.G, ::ont4;3.7 Statis- 
ticrtl Sutmary of iLi;li', Lo. I, ITov 43; Air !3n?stx~ ::ee!:ly. Isms YQS. 
?J8-Z3: Bi~tnry of 15th 3, TO?_, LIE; H i s t o r y ,  X I 1  L'ffiter Com~~nd, 
I Jme 43-1 J m  LA:. 
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2. Trle st or^ ool' tecticrzl and e.br;btel$c orlarations dul'int.: Eccer~ber is 
b s e d  an m a  a& ;CIevi (;I J 30. 6; Hq. 5~lE I k t  el. &&gl+y S m s  
Cos. 56-29: Eq. :v;rnUr Int/Cpsms ITos. ;??2-ZEG, 1-33. Eec G3; 
hictory of 15th 2 2 ,  701. 11. Other sonrces of orrer,ztf.oml k.t?. 
rule vronsrlz- l i s tea  in footnotes, 

4. 425, 4 Coc 43. ?he incro:rseb support t o  the Y r r r t l a a s  a l s o  I ~ L S  

In ktraqin;; ~r5Y l  CC8 357/3, 3 l7ov 43. T o r  eetails of tLc&c oper~7- 
tions oce L.YL3 G~'Iz@,- 'lkt.or~ai;zn&~ : urid Parti r,m S - ~ p p l ~  berat l ens 
of the ,'i.! in t h ~  :?nop~im Zjnaz&ar. 

5. Q::-IK-Z;4EO, iar Oo=:?n.il Pa& s i ~ p c d  5mat z t o  :z~rshall ibr Giles, 
5 Cec 43, i n  23Li0; IIq. !LS, Oatline S i p ~ 1  P lan  for O O ~ W ~ C R -  
tionr, 19 Dec 4, Ln LUG 0~3.b00-ik. 

6. bl,kir :~%t,-.c>:r, on Fail arid >at"& O~r.mmications, JuC;:em.n 1 q o r f  ? 

;33 Ccc 43, in &lsaU, 

6. Tho effect ~f the oporationg of the +Ag-@th ,ad Fiz"toanCB Air Sorces 
a,yaiuet biill-%~c2~ing plarit~ IWCS S O I ~ I ~ X - ~ ~ ~  nvl l i f ie i i  ~d-hen Gemsa>+ IPS 
a5le to obtniu i~rearse t l  number of "u:~slngs iron Sweden. See 
Xidr,ian Zigcct, P 2 : L d ,  '33 Eec 43, 

9. Xinhxy of 15Yh AT, 5.'01. IT. 

21, w. 
12, Tna nt tr.-,cl:s on. the Il,'G'fi c m o  i~li~strir~t.tc1;: nf tc r  P, x:;id on ilai '07 

G~ru1.n low-r~mgs ~osibers oaeratiaf; fron rrcxo~r; t h o  i ~ d ~ i n t i c  nnG 
m y  hwre been for the n-ose of restrictinc such ::ctitlties oq the 
~ n c z y  in Ghe futulrc. 

l a .  Kq. IFUP, A-2 Seo,, $yecia1 Lntel. %port 13. 66,ZG Drc 43, a ~ o t e a  
in list or:^ of :?iL5'. 

9 - - - 
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15. L t r ,  , :hj, sen. 3, I ! ,  G i l c o ,  G/BS t o  Qzn. * , ~ % t c ,  27 Dec 48, in 
:&$a Gl2-1-x ~xLd 2-1 11-2-2 { : I d }  1 2GL2. 

16, m. 
I 

b 

19. I3.d sion lrigest, ir.2.42, XI. Eec 43. 

m 13. Sec &LEO C;&Z11-5376, ;Ct'C? t o  AG%'& a*, 9 13ec 4 3 ,  In 
3iiroi?enn Lr . ; 1l;:sre ;:octrm, '$ yp . 27'-3B. 

25. Tor the a:tJbx atta,&rs, see auovo, this ntu.iiy. 

36. Eq. 12Ai', :k7e~:1:F Sim.: 2 0 s .  57-t.5. 

27. Jt fs interestin;: to note ti t in Vie pariod i r o ~  33 October 1943 
t o  23 Ja7mry 19& it re~cdred an r*~erose 02 423 tons 02 >on-0s 
Ciroj.r,~ed for cvwy corz$late ~3od:aze of an K/f, ~hsreas on3y 396 
tons. had to LQ droyyed for every 3ridg.? interJ5ctet-l. See O X  r;l;c#,ori 

23. Xq. Lt'd, I.~nthl;r Cporationo %&letin 20. 9 ,  Deo 43; I:orntI.lly Statis- 
tic21 5wm,rg of 1 L U ,  Lo. 2, Dea 4; .dr i S n i e t r ~  ',ks?rl,v 1 ~ ~ 1 s  
?:on. 22-2-22? iacl .  ; H5stor;r or" 16th 13, 102s. 11-111 ; ;Et;;;;l a Eeview 
:To. G; C~)~r.z.tions of the 13th 2, 3 !."ov 82 tlrout.$ G :ky 45; U i ~ l o r ; ~  
of XlL Xi,$iter 1;r0~~3nd, I. Juns 48-7. Jaa 44. 

89. Eq, :=t">, ttA3x Poirer In t l ~ ~  I:editsrl-.~ner~a, " h ~ o .  G ,  39. 1-4, in 
U .  i~ccg rang  t a  thl o rlocmont, f rola 3 Se~te113or 1 9 4  t o  3 
E o c d o e r  1944 thra ~?ous.i! fo rcos  caaer-sl tl.- rote (:; i l led,  ~rmmcied, 
r?,i asinc; i n  r :ot ion--co~kt  end noacoil3at I nverczyed G . 3 3 ' ~  ?ex month 
por 1,632 Den, lriierc~s the air s'orces' rate ~?;ls ' 7 . 6 3 ~ .  
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31. D d s  unified err:m3nd, ostsilf &!.led &ulrin,r Decsliaer 3ut r;ot oaerrstivo 
untf l J ~ t n ~ r ; . ~  1642, 7,~ould. "o Izn~r.~. ne fha U n i t  04 G L z t c ~  Stratc,$c 
iiir Forcer, in >=one (8332- l l )  rnc1 rs:ould be mder General S ~ m t z .  
ZTOX its han3qw ~.tcra i n  it :loUd direct ,md coorGmte tho 
~ ~ o r t s  of t L e  Xl:*h'c;i md 3i.ftooxlCh f o r  the iup.tlisrmce or' tho G139-- 
?Ad.& no7,nt th.t tkre Fifteen-Va9 s rlri!*~*rrg aimaiori 1rod.6- "o dircsted by 
USaEa pad not b:r :L"G', althou:$ t h o  theater c o m ~ n d o r  toad usa;: the 
Fiftosnbh in tlso n7;ant of ,an erJerGoncy. 2ec-kuc;e UbA.2~2 riid ~ 5 . t  

hccx~e oyor::-1;ive until n f t a ~  1 Jeau,'~r;r 15.2: the nto~;;  of its creation 
is not Tncltuled iu taf e st--dg= 

37. TBnn+cs, 009, 135th !:e$tSn::, 6 Dec 43; CDS 36713, ti Bee 43. 

33. CJE 3rJ7/3, 5 Cec 43. 

40. 0.0. Xfo, 87,  Xio. DL:, 33 Lao 43, >:-4&535, in -1-2 Lib. 

41. CGS 3~'7/3,  5 Goc 4 3 .  

p2. % i s  : i ) 3 ~ 1 ~ j b l l i h g  and the rc?*cm- v k j -  n~ real conflict ever dmalopnd 
are dj.scus,srd in L'Ls"cury of Ldw, Ecc 43-J. Sea 64, Tol. I. 

8 

4-3. C:'-GIG?-7103, ;$nolb t o  Severs for ?ortal, 3.8 3ec 43. 

5 .  CL:-IIJ-~~ZL;~~, 2d:sr sijaeb Levere t o  ~ ~ m n O ~ & ,  19 Dec 43. General .L--'z~ar 
furtihor saia tk t Ff the f iml  deoieion ?ias f o r  BencrdL Ea3litt'Le 
t o  t&e the d&.L;h xnii General Trdnfnc tha r if taentlhthen he vzated 
Goulisd Z&vrzrds as his ~Lqinistrati-re Qcput:r, Fhls :c.:s the nrrmge- 
neat t~hf  ch rms PimU y msdo. 

46, o!LKX-I~GXG, Eovarc: t o  Arnold, 9i3 Uec 43,  

-- - - 
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a. 12th r G  Bihlnist~zti .~c Ei~torr, 731. 1, Yt. 1x1; C:!-ItF1435Y, Sqanta 
t o  dE:flZt f o r  ArnolC, 22 Eac 43, flail Ct . I -PL1f l51 ,  A~anhawer to AGrid:, 
223 Dec 43, in Ar'BiCI. 

52. Higta~y of LAC?, Dec 43-1 5m 4 5 ,  T o l ,  I. &other reason for not 
frzx&in.toly dclioandin~ l~1G' ::as "t-t the r:srrant f o r  general courts-  
~artial for I'orth\rost Africa tms c~mrently in the ~ z a e  of the De~ut;- 
1'15~ Co--ndez of Plj:LIZ, 2nd a new ~?o.rrmt suitable t o  ILW1' s tirider 
J~xcisdZction had not 'been I ssmd. See @I:-IZ-325, Bdv- Hq. I L ' a ' ,  sikaed 
~ ~ S C ~ ~ O I J O T  ~ O T  I;G.~Af3 & a, 31 Peo 43, and O"-TIFT-13925, ,Ur Cornand 
Post t o  A i r  :Xniotry &a&-, 22 Eec 48, in i !2Slld,  

63. Qrq;nizaLio1lr21. licna Yo. 1, Mq, :kc \Bdv ) ,  a,uoteEl in S i a i o r y  of lac-, 
Tol.  IT ; C:!-11:-386, Adv, Nq. , hAtl19 signed &semover f o r  n&G;;i & a, 
31 Yec 43. 

54, El atorr of i.LkP, Fol. I; C!f-III-6253, Spmtz ci-ped fisenhower t c ~  
h o l d ,  9 Eeo 43, in  A282U. It cho113.d "0 nnotad t h ~ t  the am'ber of 
PA3 ccri?zbnt nlmos n c t m l 2 , ~  assigned t o  embat mits r:an only nboat 
1,CC3, the rest 'ueing held in reserve. As Beneral Z-omtz nut f t in 
%Ms message, %he-PPE hdth a  eater nmber of ~ , i r n l m e s  thra :JZ 
in .tho 9bsater hie  f e ~ x  than lx7.3.f ttG strength in conbat u n i t n . l l  

E%. O~~ar. l i~at2on~~d.  chrert , Bq. '~JJUZ-, 27 Dac 43, i n  = S O ,  Yhe t i t l e s  
I&U' md 171!k'G', !LIS.+IJ1 a d  ~ ; 3 P L ' ,  e t c ,  q ~ a r  to h:.scrs been used intor-  
dma~ezi.bLy an& indiscrini mtely ?"or senral v:ed:z: nf tor IW k r , s  
e st3bl-i&ed. 

56. Xq. '"lir ?owex in tho EIe&torrnnc?m, 1I p. 1. 

57. U i s ~ o q r  of 2 2 ~ 3 ,  Tol. 1. 

58. ; j t c e ~ t  l;hnt, or1 3 Psccsbor, I1 .rlG1C: (bp) I;;ZS olr"lcf,231~ ass i sc& t o  
the  r'iftftmth and becmo :iV dYi'BO. See Ezto r ; -  02  t he  CirigimE 
U S B  m d  12th d? ddr?inistr~.tive Histor ;~ ,  To?.. 1, 3%. III. Fne 
trpisf er t:as pc3~ C. 0. 110. 9 3 ,  !It. 12+2&', 3 Toc 4. 

59. "beno, Eg. 12th ,E', 21 Dec 43, sa c i t e d  In 12th _r,T ~%dr+8uis-bxativ~ 
kiiotory, Pol. I, Pt .  111. 

61. 13th .S AdrxLnjstrcbtive Cistort;, Pt. I; Bictor3- oof %he Orit&nal XI1 
4cSS, p. 233; Bq, hW1 (~-.lv), 
citad in Kictoxz of :kLe, '$01. 

b - -  -- 
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63. Per G.6. i y ~ .  5 ,  Eq, !&S, 81 roc 43. 

64, Eistorical b t n ,  !5diS, 25 43-81 !kq 44. 
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I ' _ ^  _I - - ' I  

C -. --'- 7- :- %-: *--- 

d l  " A M ~ x  NO. 1 BIGOT "BdRRACUDAn - SEmT 
(Equals British MOST s~X~W) 

HEAD2UmTERS NOR'l'IMBT AFlXICAW AIR FORCE 

1. tThU?RACUDA* is the code name for an operation t o  land a force h 
the NAP= area, to seise the port of NAPLES and establish a firm bridge- 
head, under the following circumstaces: . Xo serious G m m  opposition is to be expected in the NAPLES area. 

b, The conditions favoring t h e  operation may arise qdckly, and if 
advantage of these circumstances is to be taken, the period of time 
necessary to mount a fully-prepared assault will not be available. 

2. An elefllent of risk must therefore be accepted, and it has been* 
decided that the necessary steps be taken immediately to enable the 
assault conhy to s a i l  at seven daysn notice, 
3 The operations w i l l .  be undertaken by the American Fifth Army, 
and one division is being prepared so that it c m  s a i l  from ORAN &ect 
to N A P B ,  assault loaded, on seven days1 notice. The 8 k d  Airborne 
Division w i l l  be available to assist in the operations, up t o  the Wt 
of the avarllable troop carrier lif%. 
4. A brief outline of We assault plans wiI.3. be issued in the near 
future. The assault convoy is now being brought to a state of readiness 
at ORAN, and it is estimated that iti will be at seven dayst readiness from 
t h y .  

TASK - 
5. The AUed kir Forces must be broughb imedj.ate3.y to the necessary 
degree of readiness, and the appropriate adaidsbrative action must be taken 
to enable them to provide the fullest protection and support the operation, 
Th$s must be done without reducing the efficiency of the Air Forces 531 
curzent operations, 
6. The tasks of the Allied Air Forces in Operation BAF!WCUDA are 
as fdlowa: 

a. To neutralize the enemy air forces, or  educe t o  the mdmm - 
extent po8sLbJ.e their ability to Mervene in  +&e operations. 

b To provide pmteetion for the assault convoys, the Port of 
NAPI;ES, and the area occupied. 

! -  , 
L 

\ _ -  I 
i- - - * 4 ;e i  
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2, By the a%tack of cormunications, known concentrations, etc., 
t o  prevent any dffective opposition by memy forces in the 
IJAPLF8 area and to prevent or retard the  reinforcement of these 
forces by German forces located in Northern and Southern ITALY, 

d. To exploit initial success t o  the fullest extent t o  ensure 
-C 

the annihilatian cf any Gennan forces Soubh of the N A P W  area, 
and if possible, the annihilation of ang Gem forces in the 
rcrnninder of ITALY. 

PIX4 OF AIR OPEXAT30N5 --- 
Should circums.tances becane favourable for the execution of 

Operation BARRACUDA, the main effort of the heavy and medium bomber 
forces w i l l  be switched t o  the attack of German &r Forces in the b%fLES 
area, and within effective range of the NAP= area, Should the G e m  
land forces attempt, to rekire into Northern Italy, every effort wiZ1 be 
made to prevenb or retard that ~etiraaent by attacks on c o ~ c a t f o n  
focal points, on mad columns and on concentrations. 
8. Fighters, night fighters, and fighter-bombers must be flom 
into the WLJB area as soon as airfields have been occupied and are 
ready for use. The situation may be such, b., a rapid deterioration 
in  the German position in TTAf;Y, that airfields can be occupied and 
defended by A f  rborne Troops x i th  the active assistance of the Italians, 
kn which case we must be prepared f o fly in fighters and fighter-bombers, 
together with essen$ial supplies, before the military forces have landed. 

P m A I t Y  ACTION TO BE TAKEN 

9. The foUowing acklon i s  t o  be taken forthwith t o  bring the  
All ied A i r  Forces t o  the necessary degree of readbeas t o  undertake 
Operation EA'2RkWDA. The day on which the warning order is issued will 
be referred to throughout t h i s  Instruction as "X Day" (i,e,, X Day is 
the day on which the C~6tlmanding General, Fifth U. 9. A m y ,  i s  instructed 
to embsrk and sail within seven da~s,) 

Tactiu8l Air Force. 

10. The 31st Fighter Group is to  be brougbt to  the follombg degree 
of readiness:- 

a, The Combat Echelon t o  be prepared to fly from SICILY to the  - 
NAPUS area from X plus 9. 

k* The Air 3chelon of the 31st Fighter Group to be a t  readiness 
to proceed to the NAPE33 ares by air transport with the combat 
echelon, and with a three days* level of technical supplies. 
The airfield from whfch they w i l l  proceed and the number of 
G47s required to effect the move are f o be signalled t o  this 
Headquarters, 

c, The Ground Echelon of one squadron of the 3lst Fighter Group - 
i s  to be prepared to embark with i ts  vehicles and ecpipamt at 
P m X O  from X plua 7, taking a ten days' level of technioal 
supplies for the Group. The remaining ground echelons to be 
prepared to embark at P & m O  on or before X plus IF- ,- , 

- 1 ~ ' I - I ,  i r r ,  
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d. The Service Group Forward Detachment now i n  SICILY with the - 
31st Fighter Gmup is to be prepared to proceed t o  PALZRMO with 
vehicles and equlpent to embark from X plua 15, It will be 
required to service both the 31st Fighter G m p  and the 27th 
Fighter-bomber Group during the init ial  periad (if both are sent 
t o  NuES), It should carry a ten dayat level of supplies for 
the A-36 Group and the Spitfire Group, and for one half P-5X 
Recce Squadron. 

Disdarkation at N A P D  njlU be through the Port. 
11. Eight R.A.F. Spitfire squadrons are to be nominated and brought 
to a state of readbesa t o  fly into the W L E S  area fmm X plus 9. The 
semkcing arrangements t o  be as follows: *. 

a, One Servichg Commando to be selecte , reduced in a i m ,  and - 2 prepared to proceed by air t o  NAPliW t h  the combat units. It 
should carry essential t v o b  and light spares for four Spitfire 
squadrons for one week. The airfield f r o m  which it w i l l  proceed 
and the number of E47s required to effect the move are to be 
signalled to t M s  Headquarters. A second Semicing Commando i a  
t o  be prepared t o  embark at PALEU0 from X plus 7. It should 
carry essential tools and light spares for four Spitfire squadrone 
for one week. 

h, The ttAtl Parties af these squadrons are to be prepared to move 
to PW,EiW for embarkation, together wi%h their equipment and 
vehicles, from X plus 15, They should carry a swen day level 
of technical supplies. 

c, The ltBtt Parties of these squadrons are to be prepared to eubark - 
at PALEM0 from X plus 18, and t o  carry a seven day l e v d  of 
techzlicd appl ies .  

32, The 27th Fighter-Bomber Group is  t o  be brought to the  following 
degree of readiness: 

a The Combat Echelon'to be prepared to fly from SICIWS t o  the -. 
N~~ area fran X plus 9. 

b The Wr Echelon of the 27th fighter-bomber Croup t o  be at -* 
readiness t o  proceed t o  the NAPLEE3 area by aSr transport wlth 
the combati echelon, and with a three dayst level of technical 
supplies. The airfield from whtch thw will proceed and the 
number of C-47s required to effec* the move are to be signalled 
to t h i s  Headquarbers. 

c. The GroundEcheZorz of one squadron of the 27th Fighter-bomber - 
Group is to be prepared t o  embark with its vehicles and eqapment 
at PAUFW from X plus 7, taking a ten dayst level of 'technical 
supplies for the Group. The remaining Ground Echelons to be 
prepared to arbark at PhLJEJO from X plus 15. 

Disembarkation at  NWLE;S w i l l .  be through the poA, 

13. The lllth Recce Squadron is to be brought to the following degree 
of readiness: 

a, Half the Combat Echelon .t;o be prepared t o  fly f ram SICILY Lo - 
the NkfI.233 h X  plus 9. 
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b. Half the A i r  Echelon of the U t h  Ilecce. Squadron to be a$ - 
readiness t o  proceed to the NAPLES area by air transport with 
the combat echelon, and v&th a three daysr levdl of technical  
supplies, The airfield fram which they w i l l  proceed and the 
nWer of C-47s r e w e d  to effect t h e  move are to be signalled 
t o  t h i s  Headquarters. 

p. Ealf the Ground Echelon of the 11th Recce Squadron t o  be pre- 
pared to embark with its equipment and vehicles at F A m O  fron 
X plus 7, t W g  a t e n  dayst level of technical supplies for the 
half squadron. 

Diserat>arkat&on at 1 J A W  will be through the port. 
14, No. 4.0 T~C/R Squadmn is to be brought to the foUowing degree 
of readiness: 

%* HaLf the Combat Echelon t o  be prepared to f ly  from SICILY to 
the NilPUZS area from X plus 9. . The "A" or "Bit Party, or the essential personnel for the mainte- 
m c e  of the half squadron, to be prepared to d a r k  with equfment 
and vehiclee at P-0 frm X plus 7. 

150 Preparations are t o  be mads to ensure that day and night fighter 
pro-bectbn can be provided to the assault convoy between $ICILY and SMILES, 
and hi the ItAPLES area, until such time as fighters are operating from the  
MAPI35 arfields. The divi don  of responsibil5ty for this comml.bent, as 
beheen Coestal Air Force and Tactical Air Force, is to be arranged U e c t  
between the Headquarters of those Commmds. %re6 Groups of P - 9 s  *rill 
be made available to assist in t h i s  task. The airfields to be used for 
refuelling and rearmingthe P-38 Groups are t o  be notifiedto tMs Head- 
quarters and Headquarters, Strategic Air Force, by signal, 
16. Arranganents will be made to ship to PALZRMO as many Long-range 
kmks for P-38s and Spitfires (90 gallons) as necessary. Stocks of P-40 
tanks Sn SICILY should prove sufficiat la meet requirenents. 
17. Be prepared to escort Troop Carrier a5rcraft on transportation 
flights and on day or night operationis with Airborne Forces to tbe NAPLES 
area. 
18 Nominate and a l e r t  tm GC1/OOLs and four Ught v~arning Sets, 
and prepare than to move t o  PALERMO for anbarkation by X plus 7. Alert 
the EI/CQL mounted in L.S.T. No. 305 t o  be prepared t o  proceed immediately 
to B1ZE;FITA or PAL,Z€&O, as r a r e &  Sailing iu&ructions w i l l .  fouow. 
If considered necessp,  alert add5tfonal Light OJarning, S&s to proceed . 
t o  PALEU0 by X plus 101 Vhether U.S, and/or EAF Ugh& Vfarning Sets are 
used w i l l  depend upon the n a w e  of the Fomard Fighter Control organiza- 
tion eskablished in the tdAPIB3 are&, 
19 r Select and alert the necessary additional u n i t s  t o  provide 
c o ~ c a t i o n s  and fighter control in the NAPLES area, to proceed t o  
PALEM0 by X plus 7, Tho A f  r Formation Signals unit for B.A.F. communica- 
tions w i l l  proceed with the assulk convoy loading at BIZEETA, 

200 Select; the officers t o  Join the Headquarters Ship, to be flolra 
back t o  Nofihwest AFRICA on receipt of the waning signal. Select and 
alert the Headquarters Staff to control operations in  the FJAPB area, 
This staff to be ready to embark 8% PALEEM0 by X plus 7, 
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" L &@@&,,,+ 
23.. Prepare half the Combat E%helan of: No, I squadron, R.A.F., 
so that it can be brought to a state of read5ness t o  proceed to the 
NAP= area from X plus 7. Prepare the minimunr nwaber of ground elements 
for the efficient operation of the half squadron, so that they can pro- 
ceed by Troop Carrier aircraft f r o m  X plus ?. Notify t h i s  Headquarters 
by sigua3. the  airfield to be used for departure, and %he number of C-473 
required to meet this comdtment. 
22, It is not expected that it w i l l  be possibie to despatch all 
the combat units enumerated above in the early stages, or that the Troop 
Carrier aircraft dl1 be available to meet all the  transportation re- 
cphemeuts, The arrztngernents are intended t o  allow choice between 
fighters or fi&ter-bombers, and to cover the possibility of a sikuaticm 
which can be rapidly ewloited. 

Service Command 

23. W e  arrangements t o  load inmediately at OPSrF, sufficient POL, 
SAA, bombs and other supplies t o  cover operations by the above forces 
at; Intensive $ffort for 14 days. Arrange f o l l o w ~ u ~  * shipments to keep 
the forces supplied at Intensive effort. 
24. Make available for shipenti at short notice: 

a. A llr-dayst pack-up far  eight R,A,F, Spitfire squadrons, and 
I 

half a Eight Fighter (~eaufrlghter) squadron, 
b k ten$iaysl level of technical supplies for one 4.S. Flghter -' 

Group ($pi %fires), and one Fighter-Bomber Group ( h-36s), and 
half a P-5L Recce Squadron, 

Arrangements to be made to ship these supplies on an e8rJ.y convoy from 
Norkhwest AFRICA to NAPLES* lake follow-up arrangements to keep the 
forces supplied, 
254 Arrange for one Quartemaster Truck Detachment t o  be loaded 

. 531 the assault convoy, Detachment to consist of 22 vehicles and 50 
personnel. 
26 Arrange to ship h e d i a t e l y  t o  SICILY as many Spitfire 90 
gallon and P-38 long-range tanks as possible, up to the following totals: 

300 90 g u m  Spitftre tanks. 
250 P-38 taqks, 

2'7. Prepore w e  corn- of Aviation Engineers for embarkation in 
the assault convoy, either in PJor2h*:est AFRXCA or PilZlBXO as cmvenient, 

\ 

Troop Carrier Command 

2% Be prepared to concentra$e d.1 available Troop Carrier airoraft 
by X plus 7, for airborne operations in the lJkFU33 arm, Thereafter be 
prepared to despatch aircraft t o  SICILY" to transport Air Force units and 
equipment t o  the :TAPES area. 

29 + Be praparsd to concentrate all. available drcraft at seven 
days* notice to proceed to SICILY to transport Air Force w i t s  and equip- 
ment to the HAPUS area, 

,= '=.- - 

: - 
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Strate& A i r  Force 

30, Be prepared t o  concentrate all. heavy bomber effort on t o  air- 
fLelds and communications in the NAPLES area as directed, and all medium 
bomber effort onto cornmunS_cation targets South of ?lWU?B, Prepare three 
P-38 Groups f o r  despatch to SICI*X;Y by X plus 7 on c a l l  forward, to 
operata on an advanced landing ground basis under the oper8tionaf c ~ n t r o l  
of the A.O.C., Tactical Air Force during the assault phase. 

Coastal A i r  Force 

Be prepared t o  escort convoys to PALEHdO and to cover them f r o m  
PALEBY0 t o  the limit of effective range. The division of responsibility 
f o r t h i s  cmtment  as between Tactical A i r  Force and Coastal Air Force 
to be arranged direct between the Headquarters of those Comnands, - 
32. No-abate and prepare for  embarkation at BIZGtTA within four 
days of receipt of this instruction, one Port Balloon Debachent formed 
to estabushent EB/l&. 
33* Be prepared to reinforce the Coastal A5r Force w d t a  In SICILY 
at six dayat notice to replace fighter units withdraw by Tactical A i r  
Forca. 
34. Make arranqments, in con junctf on with H .Q,, Tactical A5r 
Force, t o  extend the kir/$ea Rescue organimtloz to cover the area be- , 

tween SICILY and NAPLES. 

General 

35. Detailed exambation of the re@rements Zs proceeding and 
-her instructions will be issued in the near fhture. In the meantbe, 
action as outlirredabove I s  to pracwd forthwith. 
36, The \%mirig Order w i l l  consist of a signal *BARBACWA a 

This will be followed immediately by further insbruction and infomation. 
37. Acknowledge by .signal the receipt of these hstructions, 

By command of Lieutenant General SPAILTZ: 

E, P. cmas, 
Brigadier General, 
Chief of Staff 

- 
OFFICIAL: 

/s/ T. J. Brogan 
T, J. momv 
Colonel, kGD , 
Asst. Adfutant General 
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4 
AN= No* 3 

9 September 1943 

~ O ~ D U L 6  FOR: A.C. of S., G3, 
Allied Force Headquafiers 

SUBJECT : Xiasion to ROME* 
'a 

1. In compliance with verbal orders f r o m  kFHQ and the Fifteen Army 
Group, Brigadier General h e l l  D. Tagla and Colon& Yi. T. GarcSner, 
A.C., left  PaLenno for Roae, at 0200 September 7 for the purpose of can- 
plating arrangements i n  XteJy for the execution of operati.cn GIANT Ti#, 
Trsnsportation was by a British P.T. boat t o  Ustica Island &ere the 
party was transferred t o  a waiting Italian corvette. Rear Admiral Maugerj, 
Chief of Naval Intelligence, received the American officers on board and 
remahad with them until  their arrival h Rome. The corvette puk into 
Gaetagt; 1950 where the party was quickly put in a Navy sedan, taken 
to t h e  outskirts of town and transferred to a Red Cross Ambulance. The 
tdp up the kppian F'W to Rome was uneventful. Few German troops were 
seen and the vAsible defenses along the route were unimpressive. The 
parby entered Rnme jusk at  nightfall and was taken to the Palaazo C a p  
rara opposite the Yjar Office (intersection of V. F i r e n ~ e  and V. 20 Sep- 
tembre) &ere acccdpmodations had been prepared. 

2, Colonel Salbi, CMef of Staff to Gesleral Carbod, the GeneralCs 
Aids, f;t;. Zanza and Major Wchesi received the of f 3 . c ~ ~ ~  No conferences 
had been scheduled for that evening but, at the  insistence of the he*  
icans, interviewa were hastily arranged with General Carboni, Companding 
the Atmy Corps about Rome (concurrently Chief of /n$eJligence s h o e  
August;  20) and General Rosai, Deputy Chief of the Supreme General Staff. 
For reasons shown subsequently the interview with P ~ o s s i  did not take 
place. 

3. Interview v&& General Carboni. 
'a 

General Carbod, arrived at 2130. We immediately launched upon an 
expose of h i s  views of the military situa.t;i,on in the Rome area. Shes 
the fell of ~ s s o ~  (he said), the Germans had been bringing in men 
and mpplies thru the Urenner Pass and also thru Resia and Tamrisio, 
with the result that their forces near Rome had greatly increased, 9 There were nor U@O Germans principallg parschutistr in the valley of 

* From Outline History, 51st Troop Carrier :"Ling, 17 Lapst-30 September 1943, 
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the Tiber nho have heavy equiyxnent klEluding 100 p i o c n r y ,  
principally 88 mm, The Panzer Grenadier Division had been raised to an 
effecthe strength of 24,000 men ~ 5 t h  50 l ight  and 150 heavy tanks. In 
the meantime t he  Gern;ans had ceased to supply the ItaUans with gas and 
muni-bions so that their divisions were viduaUy immabLlized and had 
only enough ammi t ion  for a few hours of combat. General Carbodrs 
estimate of the situation was as follows: 

If the ItaJ.ians declare an armistice, the Gellaans will occupy Roma, 
and the Italians can do little to prevent it, Ths simultaneous arrival 
of U. 3, airborne troops would only provoke the Germans to more drastic 
action, Furthemore the Italians would be unable to secure the  air- 
fields, cover the assably and provide the desired logistical aid t o  
the airborne troops, If it must be assued that an Al l ied seaborne 
landing is impossible North of hae, then the only hope of saving the 
capika3 is to avoid overt acts against t h e  Germaas and await the effect 
of the U e d  attacks i n  the south. He stated that he knew that %he 

- Allied landings would be at Salerno, wtrich was Coo far away to aid 
directly in the defence of Rome. He stated that Genera Roakta shared 
his views. 

4.  It was apparent t o  the American officers that regardless of 
the soundness of General Carbanit s informati an and vhws, he displayed 
an alaxmbg pesshism certain to affect h i s  conduct of operations in 
connection ~ L t h  GIANT E1'13. General Taylor proposed that they request 
an immediate i n t e r v i e w  with Edarshal BadogUo t o  permit General Carboni 
t o  present h i s  recommendations and receive the  decision of the Head of 
the State, The interview webs requesbed and grantbd. 

5. The delegation reached Urshal. Eiadoglio*~ private v i l l a  at 
about midnight, hers  the household was awake as the result of an air 
alarm. General Carboniwas reoeived at once by the Marshal, while the 
American officers waited in the antechamber, After about fifteen min- 
utes they were a e t t e d  and greeted cordial ly  by the Ebarsfial. Through- 
out; .the ensuing interview he made frequent expressions of his friend- 
ship for the AlEes and his desire to enter into effective cooperation. 

6. . In te rVi~  with LEaTshsL Badop;lio, 

General Taylor explained the late v i s i t ,  sayhg that General 
Carboni had raised questions so grave that the hned5ate decision of 
the Head of the S a t e  was required, Was hk.rshal Badoaio In accord - 
with General Carboni in considering an h e d i a t e  armistice and the 
receptian of airborne troops impossible of execution? The Marshal r* 
plied that he agreed w2th Carboni w d  repeaked much the same arguments. 
General Taylor asked if he realized how deeply his government was 
committed by the agreements entered into by the CastelZano mission. He 
replied that the situation had changed and that General Castellano had 
not known all the facts, The only result of an inmediate armistice 
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would be a German supported Fasrrist government Js Rome. He was asked 
If he feared the possible occupation of  Rome by the Germans m o r e  than 
t h e  renewed attacks of the Allied Air Forces h i c h  wouLd certainly come 
if he rejected the armistice. He answered with considerable emotion 
that he hoped the UUes would not atback their friends who were only 
awaiting the righli momenb to join forces. If any bombing is t o  be done 
l e t  ;it be on the Northern rail centers serving the Gennan troops. 

In reply t o  the quesbion as to how he expected the Allied Chiefs 
t o  react t o  these charges he expressed the hope that General Taylor would 
return and explain the situation, The latter declined t o  accept any 
respmsibility for the Italian iriterprstation of the s i t w t i o n  but offered 
to act as a messenger if so instructed by the A l l i e d  authorities. The 
urgent business was to send to Algiers a definite skakement, of the Italian 
views over Badogliot s own signature. 

7. The Marshal accepted this  proposal and drafted the message 
which is appended as Inclosure 1. h e r d  Taylor prepared another message 
at; the saae time (3nclosure 2) recommending the cancellation of GIANT TiiO, 
and requesting insbructions for h i ~ s e l f  and Colonel Gardiner. The visitors 
withdrew and returned t o  the Palazzo Caprara where the t w o  messages were 
turned over to General Carbod for tranmission,. At 0800 the next morning, 
word was received of their reception in Algiers, 

8. In order t o  present a clearer picture of the local situation, 
General Taylor with the cbncur'rence of General CarbonS. and Colonel 
Gardiner sent; off the message attached as Inclosure 3, kt U35, as no 
acknow2edgement of the massage recamending the cancellation of G U Y T  
TiD had been received, the code phrase l t S i t ~ t i o n  Innocuous" ((~ndosure 
4) was' sent off, This had not been qent initially as its use had been 
reserved for the case of an Itallan refusal to transmit a ~equest; for 
cmcellation, It was used in this instance to save time as the encoding 
of longer messages was taking as much as three burs. 

9,  Tie Italians showed great concern over the possible reaction 
of the Allied Chiefs to their reversal of position on the &stice. 
The American officers reinforced their apprehension by emphasizi.ng the 
gravity of the s5tuation in which the Bado&o government found ktself .  
The Italians repeatedfy urged the Emericcaa officers to return and plead 
their case whereas the la t ter  decl iaedto be anything other than mess- 

@ engers, It m s  then decided that some senior officer should return with 
the Americans. The name of General. Roatta ma first proposed then a h -  
drawn as ha m s  considered hdjspensible inzdealbg wrlth the Germans. 
(He had been miltiary attache Co ~ermany,) General Hossi, Deputy Chief 

6 of the Supreme G e ~ ~ e r a l  Staff, was eventually seleoted and message No, 4 
(5nolosrxe 5) was dispatched, 

10, The knerican officers expressed a desire to see General Ambrosia, 
Chief of the Supreme General Staff who was reported to be out of the City, 
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TMs intswierr was arranged eventually ;for M30 but never took place 
as the officers were ordered back t o  Tunis by a measage arriving about 
1300. A1Z;hough no authorizatioh for their visit bad been received, 
General Bossi and Lt, TagUavia (interpreter) joined the American 
officers who ware again put in an ambulance and driven to the Centocells 
airfield,. The parby took off at 1705 in a tri-motor Savia-M;rrchetti 
bomber which flew straight to LS3. iouina, ?b'unis, arriving at 1905. The 
officera ware driven f r o m  here t o  "Fairfieldt' where the Americans 
reported to the Cormnandar in Chief. 

EL, Conclusion. 

31'Nle the Castellano mission was c-g the Bodoglio govern- 
ment to active military cooperation, the Genaans were building up their 
strength in the Rone area and thr~kt&g the flow of d k i o n s  and gas- 
oline to the Ita.lfan troops, Although their fear of the Germans was 
mounting daily,  the Italian leaders allowed thanselves t o  becme deeply 
c o d t t e d  to the Allies in the belief (so they said) that  the major 
landings would be near Rome, By the time General Taylor and Colonel 
Gardiner arrived .this illwion dispelled and the Italians knew for 
certain that A V U Y C H E  would strike in the Salerno area. ' m e  thj.9 
produced a profound pessimism and a realization oftheir over corrmlb 
ments, they were allowing matters to drag without redefining clearly 
their position to the aXl2es. The arrival of the American officers, 
their insistence on the bainence of events and the importance of 
action brought makters to a head and stopped an operation (GIANT Tin) 
&%ch was near being launched in to  a situation &ich invited disaster, 

liWXm D. T A D R ,  
Brigadier General, U S .  Army 

IT. T. G r n X r n ,  
Colonel, Army Air Forces* 
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Inclosure 1 

Messae of Earshal Badoglio t o  Allied Cmander in Chief 

Translation 

M e  to ohanges in the situation brought abou* by the disposition 
and strength of the German forces in the Rome area, it is  no longer 
possible t o  accept an W e d i a t e  anaistice as this could provoke the 
occupation of the capital and the violent assumption of the government 
by the Cennans. Operation GIANT T'rO is no longer possible because of 
laok of forces to guarantee the airfields. General Taylor is avail- 
able t o  returrl to Sicily t o  present the views of the Government; and 
anaits orders. 

Badoglio. 

Inclosure 2 
S E C m  

In v i e w  of the statanenti of Earshal Badoglio as to inabiuty t o  
declare a d s t i c e  and to p r y t e e  fields GXA2JT TXO is imposaib1e. 
Reasons given far change are irrepuceable Xack of ~asollne and 
munLtions and new German dispositions. Badoglio requests Taylor return 
to present governuent views. Taylor and Gardfner awaiting instructions, 
Aclnowledge, 

Taylor Time signed 0121 

Message No. 2 8 September 

Summary of situakion as stated by Italian aukhorities, Gems  
have 12,000 troops in Tiber va3ley. Panzer Grenadier Division in- 
creased by attachnents to 24,000, G e m s  have stopped supply gasoline 
and munrtioas so,that Italian divisions v5rtuaUy inmobilized and have 
nunitions only for a few hours of combat. Shortages make impossible 
the successful defense of Rome and the provision of logisbical aid 
p r d s e d  &-borne troops. Latber not wanted at present as their  arrival 
would bring an h e d i a t e  attack- on Rae. Source of these views Marshal 
Badoglio and General Carboni. 

Taylor ~ime signed QB20 
- - 1 ,, - q T  -?/% - 

5ECRET ?%- .,-- - - - - -  - . J % A ~  
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Inclosure No* 4 
snm 

Hessage No. 3 

Situation jnnocuous. 

8 September 

Taylor Time signed 1135 

Inclosure No. 5 
S E W  

In case Teylar is ordered to return to Sicily, authorities at 
Rome desire t o  send yirith him the Deputy Chief of the Supreme General 
Staff, General. Kossi, to clarify issues, Xs this visit aukhorized? 

Taylor Ti,ae signed U + O  
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Air Force (UCAF), 314, 316, 
319. See also W, WAGAF. 

Mediterranean :L;Llied Photo Recon 
:Vbg (&P%:), 317, 319. & 
also ?IAPK;. - 
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Air Force (EYLTAF), 112, 231, 
319. See also ::hTAF; TAP. 

bzeEao,hkraT7E, 239 
Uelfi, 164 
Xerano, 79 
Messersrbitt factories, a&, 

270, 301 
M e s s b ,  20, 33, 3G39, W-49, 

5 3 4 1 3 ,  63.3 65-66, 88, 92-93, 
105, 3-32 

Xestre, 185 

W' 
Eetapont o, 162-03, U2 
Yetkovic, 264 
:Addle East, 3, 10-12, 43-45, 

58, 65, 82, 1'76, 210, U, 246, 
308-09, 312, 316 

AOC-ZnE, 312-12 
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Operations Div, L I E S ,  (OPD) , 172-73 

22.2 Pagani, 163 
Fapmi  Pass, 168, 52, lU, XL9 

Oran Sector, 46, 107 Pala%a, 188 
Orbetello, 194, 204, 267 Palma, 261 
Ordnmce units, 75, 173 Falermo, 73, 75c, 87, 107 
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16'9, 111-72, 188-8.3, 194, 197, Pignataro, 291 
ZQQ, 202, a, 236-37, 247, Piombino, 151 
256, 2 5 9 4 ,  264, 287-93, Pimeus, 300 
31e8 (n 301, 361, (n U2) Pisa, U, 18, 
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