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TWINS TO TOP UP DAD'S FOUR 
This is the four-man team that came 
through the open trials to win a dramatic 
deciding match by just 3imps to earn the 
right to represent England in the European 
Championships this year. Pictured, from 
left, are Tony Waterlow, John Armstrong, 
Paul Hackett and Danny Davies. 

Because England require a six-player 
squad two more members are needed and 
the selection committee has decided that 
those two should be Jason and Justin 
Hackett, twin sons of Paul, who played 
well against their fa ther's team in that 
final encounter. 

Jason and Justin were alongside Tony 
Forrester, Andrew Robson, David Mossop 
and David Price, who went right to the 
line before losing 382-379. 

A sporting chance for 
gymnastics of the mind? 
THE quest goes on to have bridge recog­
nised as a sport and maybe at last some 
notice is being taken of the argument that 
high calibre mind games- especially bridge! 
- are entitled to a place alongside rowing, 
running, gymnastics, skiing and the like. 

Our girls have done their stuff in Salt Lake 
City. Others will be spreading 
the message in Manchester in 
the summer. 

Bridge may not require 
quite the same physical effort 
as boxing, pole vaulting or ice 
hockey, but who would deny 
that it can match any of them 
for skill, stamina, speed of 
thought and mental strength, 
not to mention dedication to 
practice. 

veteran Tony Priday playing 
in the deciding match, is told 
by John Williams and Tony 
himself on page 9. 

Meanwhile, proof that 
bridge is every bit as much 
for the young as it is for those 
of more mature years is evi­
denced by our cover picture 
of a bridge-playing group 
from Torquay Boys Grammar 

School who will be the caddies 
at the 18th European Youth 
Team Championships, to be 
staged by the EBU at 
Torquay's Riviera Centre in 
July. This is the subject of 
another story on page 5. 

By the way, it took our 
British women's team more 
than a day-and-a-half to reach 
Salt Lake City. What Heather 
Dhondy has to say about the 
experience is recorded on 
page 41. 

Well, that has plugged some 
of the interesting items in this 
edition of Englislr Bridge, but 
there is much more, as the 
following list indicates. 

BRIAN COOK The Minister for Sport 
holds much the same view, as 
Alaine Hamilton reports in a 
special article on page 7 that 
takes a look at the media 
interest and at the politics 
surrounding the issue. 

INSIDE GUIDE ••• 

Now the Minister has 
agreed to formally launch the 
Bridge Championship for 
Commonwealth Nations that 
will precede the Common­
wealth Games in Manchester. 
Read more about this on 
page 5. 

Not only is the EBU out to 
show that bridge is entitled to 
be labelled as a sport, but also 
that it is a sport for all ages. 
What other game has a 79-
year-old and a 22-year-old 
playing for England in the 
same competition? 

That competition is, of 
course, the Camrose, and the 
story of how England 
retained their title, with 
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opportunity for 
uth to inspire youth 

18th European Youth 
Team Championships 

Head-to-head to 
decide England 
women's team 

A 112-BOARD match over the weekend 
of April 6-7 will decide the team to rep­
resent England in the European 
Women's Championship this year. On 
one side will be Michelle Brunner, 
Rhona Goldenfield, Heather Dhondy, 
Nicola Smith, Liz Godfrey and Kitty 
Teltscher and on the other Chris 
Duckworth, Su Bum, Val Curran and 
Jane Moore. 

This is the culmination of trials that 
saw the Dhondy team miles ahead at the 
end of the final round robin stage with 
+150imps. Duckworth was -6, Sandra 
Penfold -32 and Catherine Draper -112. 

In the Penfold team were Sally Brock 
and Margaret Courtney, who last year 
lined up with Brunner, Goldenfield, 
Dhondy and Smith to win the European 
title for England. 

Big dollars 
THREE English players, John 
Armstrong, Brian Callaghan and 
Brian Senior, teamed up with 
Argentinian Pablo Lambardl to win 
the NEC Cup and the $12,000 first 
prize in the NEC Bridge Festival in 
Yokohama City, Japan. An Anglo­
Norwegian team that included 
Englishmen Paul, Jason and Justin 
Hackett won third prize of $3,000. 

IF the reaction of the young bridge players at Torquay 
Boys Grammar School is anything to go by the EBU 
staging of the 18th European Youth Team Championships 
in July could spark an upsurge of interest in the game 
among young people in this country. 

The event will take place at the superb Riviera Centre 
on Torquay's seafront, just down the road from the school, 
and the boys have jumped at the chance to be caddies. 
They may just be running errands on this occasion, but 
Michael Smith, who teaches bridge at the school, is certain 
the championship will inspire them as players and spur 
them towards becoming future competitors. 

Already their achievements at the bridge table have 
seen Devon win the under 19 inter-counties teams 

Michael Smith keeps a 
watchful eye on his 

bridge students 

championship, while in 1998 school 
student Gary Clarke played in an 
England junior team. 

Dates for the championship are July 
7-17 and 24 teams are expected to con­
test the under 25 title, with a further 16 
teams battling for the under 20 crown. 
In all more than 200 of the top young 
players in Europe will be taking part. 

Held every two years, the champi­
onship is a qualifier for the world junior 
event, which Britain won at 
Nottingham in 1989 and Bali in 1993. 

The venue has already impressed 
Panos Gerontopoulos, chairman of the 
European Youth Bridge League, who 
visited the Riviera Centre prior to the 
EBU's agreement to host the event. 

TI1e centre offers excellent facilities 
for visitors and, of course, Torquay is a 
good place to spend a holiday, so a per­
fect opportunity is offered to take a 
break and support the England players 
at the same time. Top Vugraph 

commentators will cove~ all sessions in 
the spacious auditorium. 

'It's going to be a great occasion,' said 
EBU board member Tom Bradley, who 
has responsibility for organising the 
event. 'Youngsters are particularly wel­
come to be involved. It's a great oppor­
tunity for kids in the South West.' 

Although the EBU is proud and 
pleased to take on the organising role 
the championship is a major undertak­
ing and financial backing is an urgent 
need. Already a series of simultaneous 
pairs events around the dubs in the 
country has been organised by the EBU 
to raise funds, but more help is sought: 
in particular sponsors for the opening 
and closing ceremonies. 

• Tire lads in tire cover picture are Gurrik 
Singlr Tlromas, Timotlry Wlriscombe, Kurt 
Walker, Peter Davis, Miles Wood/rouse, 
Danny Kidd, Matt Collis, Riclrard james 
and Andy Snell. 

Minister of Sport to launch 
Commonwealth Nations bridge 
THE Minister of Sport, Richard Cabom MP, 
has accepted an invitation to launch the 
Bridge Championship for Commonwealth 
Nations, to be held in Manchester from July 
15-20, immediately prior to the 
Commonwealth Games. 

Already 28 nations have agreed to take 
part in the first bridge event of its kind, a 
result described as 'fantastic' by Jeff Morris, 
a member of the organising committee. 

The launch is expected to take place in 
April. 

Eric Kokish, from Canada, will be flying 
in to head the Vugraph team and set up a 
theatre that will be open to spectators free 
of charge for the five days of the event. 

Richard Greenside, Australia's top tour­
nament director, and Max Bavin, the EBU's 
chief tournament director, will take charge 
of the proceedings, with Max also on duty 
at the 18th European Youth Team 
Championships in Torquay. 

Support is promised from the organisers 

of the Commonwealth Games 2002 Spirit of 
Friendship Festival. The Bridge Ownpionsrup 
for Commonwealth Nations will be one of a 
number of major events in the festival and will 
be promoted in all the festival publications. 

The main sponsors of the championship 
are Manchester Airport and Maple 
Financial Services, of Canada. In addition 
private sponsors have ensured an 
impressive programme of hospitality for 
the players, including a dog racing night at 
Belle Vue, a visit to Manchester United 
football ground and a banquet at the Yang 
Sing Restaurant. . 

All12 county and club places for the con­
solation event at £500 per team have been 
snapped up and there is now a waiting list. 

Professor Ross Harper, international 
lawyer and chairman of Scottish Coal, will be 
Master of Ceremonies at the final banquet. 

Latest news is that the Lord Mayor of 
Manchester is inviting all the participants to 
a civic reception at Manchester Town Hall. 



2003 
WEEKENDS FOR PRIVATE BRIDGE CLUBS 

ON THE WEST SUSSEX COAST 

Privately owned & managed -Town centre location 
45 bedrooms (including 18 single) many on ground floor 

Ample car parking- 3 Bridge Rooms 
(one with private courtyard garden) 

Successfully used by Tony Warlow 
for 4 consecutive years!! 

For further infonnation please telephone: Richard Margaroli 

AA 
• 

THE ARDINGTON HOTEL 
STEYNE GARDENS • WORTHING AA 

*** Rosette Restaurant 
WEST SUSSEX • BNll 3DZ 

Tel: (01903) 230451 
72%Quality5CDre 

VISit our website at: www.ardingtonhotel.co.uk 

alec Salisbury 
bridge breaks 

A teacher and host of national repute, Alec has 
joined forces with Tourplanners to create a number 
of interesting value for money breaks both in the 
UK and internationally. 

International 
bridge breaks 

• The Cullinan. Cape Town 
8th November. B&.B Basts. 
A return ufstt to thLs beautiful ctty. An 
e.u:eUent hotel close to the WateifronL 
Extensions aoollable. 
From £699 7 days/6 nights. 

• Vancouver and the Rockies 
1st September. B&.B Basts. 
\Vhy rwt combine a br1dge break wtth 
a ufstt to Afqjesttc West em Canada? 
From £1199 14 days/13 nights. 

• The Savoy Hotel. Madeira 
22nd September. B&.B Basts. 
E'l/oy one or two weeks on tl1fs 
maglrol Island tn the Atlantic. 
From £499 8 days/7 nights. 
One week extension £299 

Pa 't' h 

UK bridge breaks 

All packages include: 
• Welcome wtne recepllon 
• Semlnnrs for Intermediate play­

ers 
• Friendly duplicate compet!Uons 
• Bridge licensed by the EBU 

With Master Potnts 
• Opportunities to extend your 

stay 

For furthtr 
Information call: 

For 
rtSCrvations call: 

1Toulffll',illit4#i 
08705 280083 
020 8559 7859 
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Salt Lake City: The good, 
the bad - and the politics 
SPORTS journalists arc a law unto themselves - loud, vociferous, no-holds­
barred masters of disgraceful hype (or worse) when they are not on your 
side. When they are on your side then clearly they are expert, intelligent, 
witty and entertaining. And, bless them, on the whole they were on our side 
at Salt Lake Oty-many column inches were devoted to bridge by the Sunday 
Herald, the Independent, the Observer, the Daily Telegraplr and the Wall Street 
]oumal (Europe). David Harris, EDU Chairman, did live radio Interviews by 
phone from Salt Lake Oty for Radio 5 Live and Talk Sport. There was also a 
substantial item on Radio 4's Woman's Hour, where Nicola Smith, Lynn Truss 
the sports writer, and Jermy Murray discussed the viability of bridge as an 
Olympic sport. 

It's something new for sports journalists to be concerning themselves with 
the game of duplicate bridge. After all, duplicate isn't a sport- well, not at 

be Inappropriate at the 
Winter Olympics,' said 
Buffet, spoiling the. effect 
slightly by adding, 'I have 
seen many bridge games 
played in an icy abnos­
phere.' Quite so, but a 
powerful aJly in the 
cause. 

present anyway. It all began with a flurry of press activity in late January, L . 
following Steve Bunce's curtain-raiser on the Winter Olympics in the Sunday Nicola Smith, 8 member of 
Herald. He had picked up (with a little well-placed help from friends at the Great Britain team In Salt 

The story goes (as relat­
ed by Will Buckley in the 
Observer) that Buffet once 
said: 'I wouldn't mind 
being in jail if I had three 
cellmates who were 
decent bridge players.' 
On hearing this Gates 
apparently said: 'I may 
have to volunteer to go in 

Aylesbury) the story that Great Britain had been Invited by the World Bridge Lake City, was Interviewed 
Federation. which is recognised by the International Olympic Committee as on the BBC's Woman's Hour 
a 'sports federation', to take ......... -........... -·-·-·--·· .................................... ._'".""'" ....... .. 
part in an exhibition bridge 
tournament to be staged prior 
to the Games. 

Hey! you might cry, so 
bridge in the UK is a recog­
nised sport! Alas no, because 
the British Olympic 
Association only recognises 
sports organisations with full 
sport status, ie those that 
demonstrably comply with 
various pieces of UK legisla­
tion, notably the Physical 
Training and Recreation Act 
1937, which defines sport 
unequivocably as requiring 
physical exertion. 

A matter of propaganda? 
The Act came into force at a 
time when sport was promoted 
as an enjoyable and uplifting 
pastime for the nation, as wit­
nessed by the very high profile 
Berlin Olympics staged the 
previous year, which had exalt­
ed and exulted in physical 
excellence. A powerful under­
lying objective of the legisla­
tion was that through sports 
activities British men (and pos­
sibly women) would literally 
be fighting fit and capable of 
defending the country in time 
of war. And in 1937 there were 
many who believed that anoth­
er war was inevitable. The 
revival of the notion of a 'mind 
sport' in the classical tradition 
of mens sana in corpore sano 
was decades away. 

Yes, yes Minister! 

By Alaine Hamilton 
incumbent) has declared him­
self much in favour of mind 
sports. He recognises that the 
game of bridge does not 
require much athletic ability in 
the physical sense, but .it does 
entail many of the strong 
attributes that players of com­
petitive sport have to acquire if 
they are to succeed - concen­
tration, endurance, coolness 
under pressure, teamwork and 
competitive fire. 

The Minister took time out 
from a busy schedule to 
host a meeting in his London 
office with David Harris, Terry 
Collier, EBU general manager, 
and two of the women's team 
before they flew of£ to Salt Lake 
City. As well as wishing them 
well in the bridge tournament 
he stated his clear commitment. 
'I believe we should have the 
same obligation to mental agili­
ty as we do to physical agility. 
Mind sports have to form UK 
national bodies and get togeth­
er with the Government to 
devise an acceptable amend­
ment to the 1937 Act that clear­
ly differentiates mind sports 
from parlour board games.' It 
was also due to the Minister's 
good offices that the women' s 
team was subsequently invited 
to the Consul General's official 
welcoming reception in Salt 
Lake City. 

sports'. The IOC charter says 
that all Winter Olympic sports 
must be ' played on ice or 
snow'. This rule was activated 
in the 1980s to foil attempts to 
move sports such as basketball 
and gymnastics out of the 
Summer Olympics, which 
some considered were becom­
ing 'bloated' with non-main­
stream sports, and dump them 
in the Winter Games. The ice 
or snow rule doesn't faze Jose 
Damiani, president of the 
World Bridge Federation, who 
says: 'If they decide to accept 
us, they will change the rules. 
It won't be the end of the 
world to change a rule.' 

In the meantime, the IOC 
has a committee looking into 
whether bridge should be 
admitted to the Olympics in 
2006 in Turin. There are more 
than a million registered 
bridge players in Italy, so 
interest there would be 
enormous if bridge were to be 
included. 

'You can count on us,' 
say Buffet and Gates 

Now, however, there may be a Ice or snow twister 
breakthrough. The Sports 

There's nothing as pleasing as 
finding supporters in unex­
pected places, particularly 
extremely rich and influential 
ones. Warren Buffet and Bill 
Gates (yes, tlte Dill Gates) have 
stood up and have indeed 
been counted in the current 
debate. Buffet is usually 
described as the world's finest 
investment adviser, Gates as 
the world's richest man. ' I 
don' t see why bridge should 

Minister (the third in the cur­
rent administration, le Tony 
Danks, then Kate Hoey, then 
Richard Caborn the present 

Another twist of the politics is 
that there is considerable dis­
agreement over which sports 
should be included as 'winter 

with him.' It seems that Bill 
Gates is not the greatest of 
bridge players, but I don't sup­
pose any one of our bridge 
clubs would tum him away, 
now would they? 

Salt Lake City reflections 
David Harrris agrees that the 
politics are complex. 'But the 
inclusion of a bridge tourna­
ment at the Wmter Olympics 
has at last given us a real foot 
in the door,' he says. 'We now 
have a Sports Minister who is 
clearly supportive and aware 
of the benefits that mind sports 
bring to both young and old. It 
is up to us to continue to press 
our case for recognition and 
raise national awareness. Our 
next high profile opportunity is 
the bridge championships at 
the Commonwealth Games fes­
tival in Manchester in July and 
we are determined to make it an 
outstanding success.' 

Let's hope our friends in the 
press will do their bit, too. It's 
always interesting to read how 
non bridge addicts/players see 
us. A few famHiar stereotypes 
popped up here and there in 
the Salt Lake City press 
coverage, plus references to 
cucumber sandwiches, cerebral 
eccentricity and even the 
infamous Women's Institute 
calendar. However, it was 
Buckley in the Observer who 
provided a new slant on 
ageism, saying that 'bridge 
keeps old people off the 
streets.' Love it? Also, that 
bridge is 'an intelligent game 
played by bright people. An 
oasis of sense in a sea of 
nonsense.' Got ltl 
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BOWLING 
Our holidays Include bridge organized by highly qualified EBU directors. Tho cost of the bridge and bowling Is Included In the 
price of our holidays. They are non-smoking, we have bidding boxes and a professional team to look afte.r every aspect of the 
holiday, not just the bridge and you have the full protection of our own ATOL licence supplied by the Civil Aviation Authority. 

• MERCIAN RETURN TO THE ROYAL KENZ, TUNISIA 

• AUTUMN HOLIDAYS 

A long awaited return to the Grand Hotel Varna, with thennal 
pool and health treatments. Clients have claimed the 
treatments made them feel 25 years younger! 

Our annual visit to the •sunnyside of the Alps•, Lake Bled, 
one of the longest running of all Mercian holidays. Back to 
the Eurotel, which had the highest rating of any hotel last 
year, the Dome Hotel, Kyrenia, the Passage House, Devon, 
the Hotel Mojacar Beach, Spain. An Autumn where you are 
spoilt for choice In quality bridge holidays. 

BULGARIA 

A very wann welcome awaits Mercian clients from Heather and Faouzl 
on this, our first visit to the Royal Kenz for several years. Refurbished 
rooms, superb new bridge room, friendly hosts and efficient quality 
bridge - one could not wish for better on any holiday. Or join us at the 
Danublus Thennal Hotel In Budapest for bridge and culture, plus a 
wide range of thennal treatments. 

Closer to home, bridge at the historic Uttlecote House, Hungerford. 
For golf enthusiasts, golf and bridge at Telford Country Club, a golden 
opportunity to visit the famous lronbridge and an area steeped in 
British history. 

Our premier Summer holiday is again by the Italian Lakes, our new 
venue on Lake Maggiore, the Grand Hotel Dine. 

• WINTERSUN 

Playa La Arena, Tenerife, so popular we have extended 
our stay. there next Winter also another finn favourite the 
San Felipe In Puerto de Ia Cruz. We are also taking 
bookings for RIU Bellevue Park, Tunisia. With the Don 
~able, Torremolinos, some dates already sold out We 
ave therefore introduced a new Wintersun venu~ The 

!
Excelsior, Dubro~nlk, five star de luxe, overlooking the 
amous walled c1ty of Dubrovnik. 

PLAYA LA ARENA 
TENERIFE I 

SEND FOR THE MERCIAN BROCHURE FOR FULL DETAILS 

"vnn MI'IILJ IYIMn' LIVYYI'tii'H.l , .......... 1\JIMI'f I n i'\V &:: L '"'"-'"Inc LIMITED 
109 WORCESTER ROAD HAGLEY WEST MIDLANDS DY9 ONG 

Tel: (01562) 887557 (4 lines) Fax: (01562) 886944/886454 
FREEPHONE 0800 0368372 

E-mail address: sales@merciantravel.co.uk Website: www.merciantravel.co.uk 



COOL ENGLAND COMPLETE 
THEIR CAMROSE RECOVERY 

by John Williams 
and Tony Priday How they finished 

JOHN Williams writes: After two weekends of 
the series England had hauled themselves back 
into contention with a crushing victory over 
N Ireland to lead the table by 26vps from 
Scotland. 

1 England 233vps 
2 Wales 205 
3 Rep of Ireland 179 
4 Scotland 158 The danger teams were Wales and Republic 

of Ireland, with 65 and 53vps respectively from 
one match only, but these two had to play each 
other on the third weekend, while England sat 
out and Scotland played their bogey team, 
N Ireland. 

5 N Ireland 114 

The results could scarcely have suited 
England better. N Ireland confounded Scotland 
yet again (51-39) and Wales beat Republic of 
Ireland 54-36, to leave the table reading: 1 
Scotland (played 3) 125vps, 2 Wales (2) 119, 3 
England (2) 112, 4 Rep of Ireland (2) 89, 5 
N Ireland (3) 86. 

Tony 
Prlday, 
playing for 
England 
again at 
the age 
of79 Oearly England had to do the business 

in their last two matches. The team against 
Wales was David Bum and Brian 
Callaghan, David Gold and Tom 
Townsend, Tony Priday and Nick 
Sandqvist, with Denis Robson making a 
debut as npc. Gold had enjoyed an 

_ impressive debut against N Ireland, at 22 
one of the youngest players to represent 
England in the Camrose (not the 
youngest, however, that accolade still 
belonging to Steve Lodge, who was a mere 
20 when he played against Scotland in 
1979). 

However, there was no disputing that at 
79 Priday became the oldest player to rep· 
resent England in the event - a remarkable 
achievement after a gap of 20 years since 
his previous appearance. 

Tony Priday's diary: this was an excit­
ing deal from the second match of the 
weekend ... 

GarneAU 
DealerN 

t AKQSU 
• 95 r , 
• }532 
+K 

t 1 • t . 98 
• 10643 p • : AJ82 
t A K Q 10 8 6 t - . 
• J 9 • Q107643 

t }1076 
• KQ7 
+ 974 
+ASS 

On Vugraph Gold and Townsend bid 
intelligently to 3NT via 1~-2~·3+-3•-3~-
3NT. 

West led +A followed by a heart switch. 
East won and returned the suit so 
Townsend duly made 10 tricks. 

In the open room I made a weak jump 
overcall of 3+ over the 1 t opening, South 
raised to 4+ and West sacrificed hopefully 

in 5+ . This was passed round to South, 
who doubled and led • K. I won the ace 
and led a small club. South, thinking that I 
might hold +KQ and fearing discards on 
the diamonds, rose with + A, allowing me 
to escape for one down and 10 imps to 
England. 
4~ appears to have four losers, but due 

to the favourable lie of the diamonds no 
defence beats even 5~. Declarer wins the 
club lead with the king, draws one top 
trump and leads a heart. East ducks, 
declarer wins and returns to ~Q to lead 
another heart. East wins, but declarer can 
now discard two diamond losers on • K 
and + A and a third on + 5. East can choose 
his poison - let this hold, or win to con­
cede a ruff and discard. 

John Will iams writes: With all three 
pairs in splendid form England won the 
encounter by 60vps to 29 (20-10, 25-4 and 
15-15). In the other match Rep of Ireland 
beat N Ireland 62-28 to leave the table with 
one weekend to go: 1 England 172, 2 Rep 
of Ireland 151, 3 Wales 148, 4 Scotland 125, 
5 N Ireland 114. 

With no more matches to play N Ireland 
sat out the final weekend in Newport, 
where England played Rep of Ireland and 
Scotland met Wales. The England team 
(David Bum and Brian Callaghan, Tony 
Priday and Nick Sandqvlst, Robert 
Sheehan and Colin Simpson (npc David 
Price) needed to amass no more than 
34vps to ensure finishing ahead of the 
Republic (and 52 to prevail against a 
Welsh maximum v Scotland). 

England's task was all but done when 
they won the first match 16-14 and the sec­
ond 25-4, but Wales had already amassed 
44vps by the same stage against Scotland, 
so Svps were needed from the last match 
to guarantee the trophy. 

Tony Priday's diary: 3NT contracts are 
the bread and butter of bridge journalists 
because they create more meaningful 
swings than any other, by being made at 
one table and defeated at the other ... 

GarneAU 
Dealer W 

•• Q6 

• AJ32 
t A95 
• 10543 

t J742 
• 10975 
t KQlO 
+ AQ 

Both E/W pairs bid Pass·l~-2NT-3NT. 
When Robert Sheehan declared for 
England, North led + 2 and South won the 
ace before switching to a heart, attacking 
communications. 

Sheehan, unwilling to bank on an even 
break in spades, left that possibility as a 
last resort and found the exce!Jent play of 
a small club from dummy. When South 
won and switched to +I<. he was able to 
duck this, win the enforced heart continu­
ation in dummy and knock out + I<. mak­
ing nine tricks via three spades four 
hearts, a diamond and a club. 

At the other table Sandqvist led • 6. 
Declarer, no doubt grateful to have avoid­
ed a minor suit lead, won and played 
three rounds of spades. 

News of the adverse break was com­
pounded by the fact that he had no conve­
nient discard from hand. He settled for a 
club and, realising correctly that there was 
now no future in setting up long spades, 
unblocked • K and led a club from 
dummy. I won the ace and switched to 
t K. Ducking this would do no good, as I 
was sure to have a safe heart exit after 
cashing winners, so declarer won the ace 
and played for his last chance, taking his 
heart tricks and exlting with a club. 

I was set up for an endplay, but partner 
was alert to the position and rose with 
+ K - a crocodile coup, swallowing my 
queen - before playing a diamond 
through the jack and leaving my hand 
high. We had taken one spade, two dia­
monds and two clubs for one down and 
12imps to England. 

John Williams writes: Any team playing 
consistently enough to achieve even a tiny 
margin in play and defence is hard to beat 
and so it proved here. Though Wales 
fi~allr ran out of steam against Scotland, 
Wlnntng 24-6, 20-10, 13-17 for a total of 57-
33, England's 20-10 margin in the final 
match ensured that the other result was 
immaterial. Congratulations to all six pairs 
who represented England in the series. 



iFo THE DIRECTORS OF TRAVEL 

D PROMOTIONS INTERNATIONAL 
INVITE YOU TO JOIN THEM 

BRIDGE HOLIDAY 
costa del sun 
Tfrc Bridge Programme will be directed under tfrc 

direction of 
DAVID & MARILYN JONES 

~ 
I 7 November .. I December, 2002 

Hotel Yaramar £675 

fuengirola 
This Brldce hollda7 has been pla nned by TPI, Ud., In association with 

Thomson Holidays, ATOL 2524; ABTA V5 126 

BRIDGE HOLIDAY 
' 

IN ROMAN TURKEY 
THE PLAYGROUND OF CLEOPATRA & ANTHONY 

Our venue will be tfre 5* HOTEL ARUM at Side, 
and you fiave an option of dates: 

21st January-4tli Fehn«ary and/or 
4tli-18tli FebmanJ, 

2003 
Excursion to Parnulikele wltfi ovenllgfit stop l11duded. 

Tfie Bridge Programme will be u11der tfie 
dlrectlo11 of 

JOHN PYNER & MARGARET MARGETS 
From £455 

Up to £1 ,800 
In prl:e money 
& trop(des 

Because of the unparalleled success and 
popularity of this holiday, bookings are expected 
to be heavy and early, and we anticipate a great 

demand for places. 
Brtd&e licensed by the EBU 

In assodaUon with JMC ABTA V346X, ATOL 1368 

iFo TRAVEL PROMOTIONS INTERNATIONAL LTD 
6 Beechwood Avenue, London N3 3AX 

Phone: (020) 8349 4366 

One of the high spots of the year for thousands of bridge 
players is a Hilton Bridge weekend -expert hosts, professional 
organisation, good food and comfortable four-star hotels. 

Best of Bridge events attract larger numbers of competitors, 
playing four formal sessions (or six at tour day events), with 
a short informal duplicate at 3 o'clock on the Friday. At the 
Golden Jubilee Bank Holiday event you will have two extra 
pairs sessions. House party Events are restricted to 52 guests 
and have four formal sessions of duplicate bridge. At Teaching 
Weekends you will play four sessions of duplicate bridge and 
concentrate on a single aspect of the game in greater depth. 

Calendar of Events 2002 
Best of Bridge 
•• Hilton Cobham 
+ Hilton Brighton West Pier 
Hilton Warwick 
•+ Hilton Cobham 
Hilton Corby 
Hilton Brighton Metropole . 

Houseparty Weekends 
Hilton Warwick 
•+ Hilton Basingstoke 
Hilton Southampton 
Hilton Swindon 
Hilton Norwich -..:: :-; 
Hilton Newport 
Hilton Avisford Park, Arundel 
Hilton Milton Keynes 
Hilton East Midlands 

Teaching Weekends 

May 31st- Jun 4th 
July 23rd- 26th 
Aug 2nd- 4th 
Aug 23rd - 26th 
Oct 18th - 20th 
Nov 29th - Dec 1st 

Apr 19th- 21st 
May 3rd- 6th 
Jun 7th - 9th 
Jun 21st- 23rd 
July 12th - 14th 
Sep 13th- 15th 
Sep 27th - 29th 
Oct 11th - 13th 
Nov 8th - 10th 

Hilton Norwich Apr 26th-2Bth 
Hilton Cobham Jun 14th-16th 
Hilton Bromsgrove July 26th _28th 
Hilton Brae knell . Sep 20th _ 2Znd 
Hilton Portsmouth Oct 18th_ 20th 
Hiltoq Newbury North Nov 8th _ 10th 

• Event includes a Bank Holiday 
+ 3 night event 
+ 4 night event 

1 

All events include full board accommodation 

Bridge licensed by the EBU 

No Single Room Supplements at any events 

r:m 
£240 
£151 
£225 
£131 
£158 

~ £153 
£195 
£141 
£142 . 
£131 
£132 
£176 
£130 
£146 

For further information or a brochure please 
contact David Jones on 024 76461511 
For bookings only please call 08705 201201 
or see our website for details on w..n .... 'd 2000 f k 

~n-..un ge . reeserve.co.u 



First sub at Ashford Bridge 
Club was 10 shillings . a year 

Eddie Oldham gave the opening 
speech at the anniversary dinner. 

He also ran the raffle! 

ON October 29 1921 George Dlundell called a 
meeting at his Ashford, Middlesex home to 
discuss the possibility of forming n club for 
those Interested In the game of Auction 
Bridge. Eleven people attended, a venue was 
agreed, a playing night settled and nn annual 
subscription set nt 10 shillings (SOp) for Indi­
viduals and 15 shillings (75p) for couples. It 
was also agreed that stakes, If played for, 
should not exceed five pence per 100 points. 

A few weeks Inter another meeting was 
held; Ashford Bridge Club was o{[icially 
formed and 35 ladies and gentlemen were 
accepted as members. 

Eighty years on the club, its name amended 
to Ashford and District Bridge Club in 1947, is 
still going strong and its members, who 
believe their club Is one of the oldest in the 
land, have just enjoyed a celebration dinner to 
mark the special anniversary. 

The EBU docs not have records of the begin­
nings of Individual clubs, so any that can 
prove themselves senior to Ashford please 
step forward. 

Ashford has a full record of Its history and 
in recent months club officials have been 
checking through the minutes of the early 
years. With the writing spidery and the paper 

......---....-- -- --------------------------. 
Zia keeps promise to Shivam 

WHEN atar bridge 
player Zla Mahmood 
met young pretender 
Shlvam Shah, from 
London, In a bridge 
event In the 
American Autumn 
Natlonala In Laa 
Vegaa laat year he 
waa lmpreaaed and 
promlaed the nine­
year-old he would 
have a game with 
him when he waa 
next In England. 

• The great man waa 
true to hit word. The 
opportunity aroee at 
Andrew Robaon'a 
London club a few 
weeki ago and the 
wizard waated no 
time In pairing up 
with the whiz kid, 
Needleaa to eay the 
two globetrottera got 
on famoualy. 

thin It has not been easy, but the Information 
Is being typed up nnd will be printed on 
parchment and bound In leather to ensure Its 
longevity. 

In 1935 It wns decided the club should 
become affiliated to the Drltlsh Drldge League 
nnd In the same yenr n proposal that It should 
run duplicate contests and matches wns 
rejected. However, three years Inter the mnttcr 
was raised again and It was decided to piny 
duplicate bridge every other Friday during 
the winter at n shilling n night. 

Today the club holds duplicate sessions for 
members twice n week, plus No Fear sessions 
twice n month. 

One thing the records show Is that the dub 
has a history of long-tenn membership. Many 
who attended the anniversary dinner have 
been members for 40 years or more. 

Sadly George Hart, one of the most proml· 
nent, died n few weeks before the celebration 
event. George, with other members, wns 
instrumental In making the club one of the 
most prominent in the area, helping to found 
the Thames Valley League, which Is still In 
operation. He was n long-serving member of 
the Surrey committee and was n life member 
of the club. The minutes Indicate that he 
lolned as n tt>cnager In the 1940s, his parents 
having already belonged to the club for many 
years. 

Another prominent member was Eileen 
Grethe, who died a couple of years ago. She 
was n life member and former president of the 
club and her name was first noted In the com· 
mittee minutes In 1935, although she may 
well have Joined earlier. 

In the current membership there nrc thrt-c 
Indies In their 90s nnd two more Just about to 
reach that milestone. 

'Not the 
BO that 
I know' 

ALAIN Meath Evans, of London, was enjoying a gnme 
of bridge on EBU Online when several players left one 
after the other. So Alain (Online nnme Jncqualnln) 
typed out 'I must have 110'. Unck came n question from 
one of the players: 'Who Is U07 I don't think I've ever Alit a Lawronco and Margarot Taylor cut 
played against himl' tho Aahford and Dlatrlct Brldgo Club'e 

.._ __ """':'-~-:-'~~---~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~----- DOth annlvoraary cako 



ADVERTISER'S ANNOUNCEMENT 

IN PRAISE OF BRIDGE PLUS 
Bri~ge Plus asked its readers to tell us what they like about the magazine. 

· Here are some of their replies for your interest and entertainment. 

PLEASE FIND ENCLOSED my 
two-year renewal to Bridge 
Plus. I must add my 
comments to all those who 
have written in praise and 
support of the magazine, and 
say how much I enjoy such 
an excellent publication. 
Keep up the good work! 

David Drinkwater, 
Berk11amsted 

You AsKED SUBSCRIBERS 

what they like about Bridge 
Plus. I would list my likes as 
follows: first, the size -
which to me is important. 
I much prefer your AS-size 
magazine to the more usual 
A4. More importantly, of 
course, is the excellent 
content and contributions. 
Articles are just the right 
length, and there is a good 
mix of information and 
instruction combined with 
pl~nty of humour. The 
articles are presented in a 
way that may be easily 
understood by both average 
and more experienced 
players. 

Regular articles that are 
particularly appreciated are 
the Editorial (usually 
thought-provoking), the 
Letters to the Editor, and 
Mike Swanson's article on 
ethics and other aspects of 
the laws. 

All in nil, Bridge Plus is 
the best of bridge mgazines. 

Ken Wheeler, Chesterfield 

I ALWAYS ENJoy Bridge Plus 
-not only because the 
format is user-friendly, but 

· because the articles are 
genuinely interesting and 
informative. 

Hilary Blank, Chea41e 

I HAVE BEEN subscribing to 
Bridge Plus from the very 
early days and it has come 
on greatly since then. Its 
content is very varied and 
suitable for both the new 
starters to the game of 
bridge and the more 
experienced players. 

I look forward to receiving 
it every month! 

L Matthews, 
N ewe as tl e-upon-Tyne 

Elena Jeronimidis 
Editor of Bridge Plus 

I AM PLEASED to extol 
Bridge Plus. I was born in 
1920 and played bridge from 
an early age. I have not 
played County class bridge 
for many years, so my 
bidding is now a bit old­
fashioned. Therefore I 
particularly enjoy Eric 
Crowhurst's articles on many 
aspects of Acol bidding, but 
I also like to read Michelle 
Brunner who shows how to 
evaluate your hand and then 
maximise your chances of 
success in the play. 

As for card-play and 
defence, expert help comes 
from Ron Klinger, Danny 

Roth, Andrew Kambites and 
Freddie North, not to 
mention other famous names 
like Derek Rimington and 
Barry RigaJ. 

No wonder I enjoy Bridge 
Plus - and I congratulate 
Elena Jeronimidis who does 
a super job as Editor. 

Frank Bayden, Hunstanton 

MY WIFE AND I thoroughly 
enjoy bridge, having taken 
up the game since I retired 
four years ago. We look 
forward to Bridge Plus -
with all its helpful tips­
every month! 
Robert Anderson, Fraserburgh 

W HAT Do I particularly like 
in Bridge Plus? I always 
start with the Editorial, then 
tum to the Acol Bidding 
Quiz. Most of the time I get 
to the right contract - even if 
I go about it another way 
round I After that, I start 
delving here and there; on 
reaching the Carta Mundi 
Caption Competition I pause 
and wonder at the captions -
why didn't I think of that? 

I cannot fault the magazine; 
I keep every copy and re­
read them many times. 

Also, there is one big 
bonus - if every business in 
the UK were run so 
efficiently, then we would 
have no complaints. Bridge 
Plus is always on the mat by 
the first week of each month 
and anything ordered comes 
by return of post! 

June Hamblin, Fareham 

DEAR BRIDGE P LUs, please 
don't change, and don't get 
too advanced! 

Mrs J. Bevin, 
Market Harborough 

WIIICII 0TJIER BRIDGE 

magazine gives its 
subscribers n free Bridge 
Diary? What ·a treat! 

Could we also have a 
booklet with all the cartoons 
and clever captions from 
your Caption Competition? 
Please? 

Mary Leared, Zimbabll'e 

HAVING B ECOME A 
subscriber a few years ago, 
I have gradually looked 
forward each month for the 
postman. 

Bridge Plus takes priority 
over the Glasgow Herald 
that morning - even though I 
should like to see more 
Scottish news in your 
magazine! 

Olive Hamilton., Sarkhall 

I HAVE B EEN subscribing to 
Bridge Plus almost from its 
beginning, and have enjoyed 
every issue. I always start 
with the Editorial, then the 
Letters, followed by the 
Bidding Quiz which is fun 
because the hands are all 
probable, not extraordinary 
and designed to fox the 
bidder. 

The articles are easy to read 
and cater for many standards 
of players. I look forward to 
reading the regular 
contributors, and new names 
invariably have something 
interesting to say. 

Bridge Plus has kept me 
and my partners in touch with 
the game world-wide. In our 
little Zimbabwe, which is a 
sorely troubled country right 
now, the magazine is a 
godsend for us bridge 
enthusiasts - and n big help to 
a better standard of play. 

Y\•orme Andrews, Zimbabll't 



l R E.\t.L\' ENJO\' the mix of 
articles, nnd am beginning to 
appreciate some of the finer 
points of expert play. Keep 
Bridge Plus like that- don't 
make it any more serious! 
Mrs V. Williams, Winchester 

1 HA YE BEF.N a subscriber 
for about ten years, nnd have' 
always looked forward to 
receiving each issue- and 
there must be very few 
issues that I have not read 
thoroughly. I also subscribe 
to Bridge Magazine, nnd 
receive English Bridge as a 
member of the EBU; in 
addition, I have BRIDGE. 
For a variety of reasons, I do 
not always read these 
publications as thoroughly! 

Having been a regular and 
successful entrant to the 
monthly prize-quiz, I have 
always enjoyed trying to 
solve the problems published 
in Bridge Plus. The 
instructional articles I have 
always found useful, and 
have little doubt that my 
bridge has improved as a 
result - two series spring to 
mind, Barry rugal's recent 
one on Signalling and Eric 
Crowhurst's coverage of the 
Convention Card. 

Like many of the old 
subscribers, I miss the 
stories of the bridge-playing 
penguins, but David Bird's 
school-teachers have a lot in 
common witlt them! 

Stewart Pye, Gidea Park 

I AM WRITING to say that I 
like Bridge Plus more than 
any other magazine because: 
1. The size is more 

convenient to read than 
the A4-size magazines. 

2. The articles are really 
interesting, written by 
so many well-known 
authorities on bridge. 

3. There are many more 
articles in Bridge Plus 
than in any other bridge 
magazine. 

4. I always enjoy the 
Editorial! 
Mrs P. Shuler, Reading 
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ADVERTISER'S ANNOUNCEMENT 

A TASTE OF BRIDGE PLUS by MIKE SWANSON 

UNDER-LAPPING 
A 

reader (name and address supplied) 
writes: "A member of our local 
club when dummy insists on 

placing llis hand on the table in a way 
wiJich catr only be described as 'under­
lapping. ' (See heart suit below.) 

• 

"As a result, apart from the card at the top 
of each pile, the remaining cards display 
only the bottom portion with the 9 
displaying as a 6. Can the defenders insist 
that the dummy is displayed in the twnnal 
manner?" (See spade suit, far left) 

Most definitely they can. 
Law 41 D states: "After the opening 

lead is faced, dummy spreads his hand in 
front of him on the table, face up, sorted 
into suits, the cards in order of rank, in 
columns pointing lengthwise towards 
declarer, with trumps to dummy's right." 

There is no doubt in my mind that the 
dummy in question is pointed away from 
declarer and therefore the dummy is 
breaching the law. 

However, another interesting point is 
that the law does not state in which order 

of rank (ascending or descending) the 
cards should be sorted. When directing 
an international event I was called to the 
table because the defenders objected to 
the dummy having the two at the top and 
the ace at the bottom. Declarer and 
dummy insisted that this was nonnal 
practice in their country (I can't 
remember which country it was) and 
indeed the Jaw seems to permit this. 

The one sort of arrangement of dummy 
that really annoys me is when the cards 
are thrown to the table so that most of 
them are pointing at 45° - a practice 
prevalent amongst players who think 
they are better than they are! 

I have to say I put up with it, as I am an 
easy-going soul but, if I were being 
pedantic, I could certainly insist on the 
dummy being tidied up. 

STRONG, DARK GREEN CANVAS SEAT & BACK 

Deluxe 
Extra Solid 

Folding Chairs 

£39.50 each 

Set of Four 
£149.50 v~:...~ 

BRIDGE 
TABLES 
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Green Baize Top 

Click-Lock Action Legs 

£59 Inclusive or 
VAT&: delivery 

WILKINSON FURNITURE ir 0161 494 7676 
Cromwell Road, Bredbury, Stockport, Cheshire SK6 2RF 

Four-legged Frame 
Arm Support 

with 
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SALLY BROCK REPUES 

SaAil& 
U arold Smith from Middlesex asks: 
LIHow should you respond to 
partner's Weak Three opening bid? 

In general you should either pass or raise 
partner's suit If you have a partial fit for 
his suit (say honour doubleton or better), 
stoppers in the other suits and an 
expectation of nine tricks when you get 
the lead, then 3NT should be your 
choice. 

The only problem is the meaning of a 
new minor over a major-suit pre-empt. 
(A new major suit at the three level is 
simply natural and forcing for one round, _ 
asking partner to raise with support. bid 
no-trumps with an outside stopper, or 
rebid his own suit) In my opinion, a 
sequence such as 3.t. - 4"" is best 
played as a cue-bid. It is very rare that 
you would want to consider playing in 
clubs when your partner has shown a 
strong spade suit (and if you do, you can 
always bid 5ofo ). If 4ofo is a cue-bid, it 
agrees partner's suit and invites him to 
cue-bid in return if his hand is suitable. 

J anet Pretlove asks by e-mail about 
'balancing'. She has seen the 

expression in newspaper columns but 
does not understand what it means. 

Very often the opponents' bidding dies at 
a low level in a part-score contract If you 
are in the pass-out seat, whatever your 
hand, you know that your partnership must 
have reasonable combined assets, 
otherwise the opponents would have bid 
more. 'Balancing' is a term used to denote 
bidding in such circumstances. The object 
is not to bid your own game, but either to 

buy the part-score, or perhaps to push your 
opponents up a level so you are more 
likely to be able to defeat their contract 
Balancing is most attrnctive when the 
opponents have shown that they have a fit, 
because if they have a fit it is very likely 
that you have a fit, too. 

ADVEitTISEit'S ANNOUNCEMENT 

I will give you one example. Suppose at 
Love All you hold: 

I • J 10 6 5 
l • 76 
l + AOS 
r "'a 10 9 4 

and the bidding goes: 1 ¥ on your right, 
pass from you, 2 ¥ on your left, pass 
from partner, pass on your right, and it is 
your bid. 

The chances are that your opponents 
have only about half the points in the 
pack between them. They have at least an 
eight-card heart fit, so it is likely that you 
have an eight-card fit somewhere as well. 
What you should do now is double, 
asking partner to bid his best suit. 
Perhaps the full deal is: 

I' --~~ 

( • A 7 
• 10 2 
t K 10 6 4 
"'KJ532 

• K9 42 • 083 
¥ AJ 9 8 ¥ KQ5 4 3 
• 987 • J 3 2 
... 87 ' "' A6 

. ! 

l 
• J 10 6 5 
• 7 6 
+ AQ5 

"' a 10 9 4 .... _ ... 

You will see that East-West would make 
2 ¥ (even if South does not lead a spade 
at trick one, declarer can draw trumps 
and exit in the minors, forcing North­
South to broach the spade suit for him). 
North-South can make 3ofo . 

Your 'balancing' double has ensured a 
plus score for your side. For more easy­
to-understand information on this 
subject, I would recommend Practise 
Your Re-opening and Balancing with 
Tony Forrester in the Bridge Plus 
'Practise ' Series, available by post from 
Mr Brfdga at £3.80. 

Sally Brock is a current Ladies 
European Champion and the proud 
owner of' several Gold medals 

from World and European Ladies 
Championships. She Is also the . 

'" I• author of several bridge books, 

and writes a regular 'Bridge Agony 
Aunt' column for BRIDGE. . 

Bernard Magee's 
widely acclaimed 

ACOL BIDDING 
SOFTWARE 

CONTENTS 
(20 HANDS EACH) 

• Opening Bids & Responses 

• Notrump Openings 

• Support for Partner 

• Slams & Strong Openings 

• Opener's and Responder's Rebids 

• Minors & Misfits 

• Pre-empting 

• Doubles 
•overcalls 

• Competitive Auctions 

Bernard Magee, Britain's best known 
Bridge Teacher, has produced an 
Acol bidding tutorial package. 
Throughout 200 deals, Bernard 
evaluates your bids, praising the 
correct ones and discussing the 
wrong ones. Ustening to him really 
will make all the difference. 

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

• Windows 95 or later • CD-ROM 

ACOL BIDDING­
SOFTWARE 

£59~~ 
Available exclusively by Mall Order 

from Mr Brfdse , Ryden Grange, 
Blsley, Surrey GU21 2TH 

v 01483 489961 
Fax 01483 797302 

e·mall: bridge 0 mrbrldge.demon.co.uk 



ADVERTISEit'S ANNOUNCEMENT 

ROYAL EVENT 
The lnnugurnl Bridge Event for the 

Duke of Edinburgh's Award was 
held at the Carlton Towers Hotel 

in Knightsbridge nt the end of January. 
The charity was fanned in 1956 nnd 

since then over three million young people 
have participated in the Award. It is open 
to all those wishing to achieve their 
personal best, whatever their background. 
Organising the event was very exciting. 
My co-Chair Tove Goddard and I went 

- for supreme glamour, nnd relied upon the 
generosity of bridge players to make the 
enterprise financially worthwhile. Our 
optimism was well founded: overall, the 
evening netted over £22,000. 

Proceedings began with a champagne 
reception, attended by Their Royal 
Highnesses, The Earl nnd 
Countess of Wessex, who 
looked as if they were 
truly enjoying mingling 
with the crowd. Sophie 
played bridge as a child 
and has promised to 
return next year to piny. 

When the Royals left, 
the bridge started in the 
Ballroom. There were 
two sections: duplicate 
and rubber, the majority 
opting for duplicate -
notable exceptions being 
Alex James and Dave 

!""""-

' Deater: East. NJS Vut. 
• A KJ 9 ·-• K 8 7 6 

"' A K 10 8 6 
• 10 6 3 • a 8 7 
• A 6 II· 10 9 8 4 3 2 
• QJ9532 • -

•a J "' 9743 

West 

Pass 

• 54 2 
¥ KQJ75 
t A 10 4 
... 52 

North 

Obi 

East 

2¥ 

Pass 

South 

Pass 
End 

Rowntree of Blur fame. Kitty Teltscher (from right) meets the Earl and Cou/lless of \Vessex 
The event was flawlessly 
run by a team headed by Andrew 
Robson, who hnd prepared some devilish 
hands. No boring tNT passed out with 
Andrew in charge! 

Zia Mahmood, Unnl Dunnus and Rob 
Sheehan had all been 'sold' (thus earning 
the charity £1,500), and were playing in 
the duplicate. Also competing was a pair 
called 'Mahmood nnd Robson', awe­
inspiring names, but in fact Emma 
Mahmood and Lorna Robson were a 
charming and relaxed duo. 

The following hand proved hard luck 
for Inn Panto nnd Tony Waterlow: 

Ian Paolo, South, passed anticipating a huge 
penalty, but in fact three ofT was a bottom, 
ns North-South can score +630. The 
intrepid 2¥ bidder was Emma Mahmood 
- that Mahmood-Robson pairing may be 
a force to be reckoned with after alii 

TI1e next evening one of the guests, 
Eileen Sinclair, was dining with friends 
nt Harry's Bar. Prince Edward was 
dining there too, and seeing her, went to 
her table and enquireed whether she had 
won the previous night. With n memory 
like that, I can't help feeling that Prince 
Edward is n Joss to the bridge world! 

Q PLUS . 

The very .bes 
Acol-playing 

software 
available 

• Hint Button- always at 
hand 

• Help Button - explains 
the features for bidding . 
and cardplay advice. 

• Easy Windows Installation 

• Sixty,four Page Manual 

• Friendly Interface 
(see above) 

• Rubber, Duplicate and 
Teams Scoring 

• Feed in your own deals 

• Eight definable 
Bidding Systems 

• Systems include 
two levels of Acol 
and Standard American 

£69~~ 
Version 6.5 

Available excluslvelv In the UK and 
Ireland from Mr Btfdga, Ryden Grange, 

Blsley, Surrey GU21 2TH 

• 01483 489961 Fax 01483 797302 
e-mail: bridge 0 mrbrldge.demon.co.uk 

System Requirements: Pentium or aqu1va1enL 
8mb RAM, Windows 95 or later. CD-ROM 



ADVERTISER'S ANNOUNCEMENT 

:J May I Reeomme11d ••• 

EARLY BIRD 

My first delivery of 2003 
Daily Bridge Calendars will 
arrive at the beginning of 
June. For those of you not 
familiar with this product, 
very simply, it consists of a 
book-like block of over 
seven hundred pages, 
providing a problem a day -
with the answer clearly set 
out on the reverse. 

For just £20 you will receive 
the 2002 edition by return of 
post and the 2003 edition 
when it is ready. 

SO Sll\1PLE 

This problem has really done 
the rounds- that's why it's 
called the Pot Boiler. Still, 
there will be a new 
generation of readers who 
haven't seen it before and 
some more who will have 
forgotten -and yes, it can be 
solved. Published as a tea­
towel at only £6.95. 

GREAT SUCCESS 
The Bridge Plus 

'Practise' Series 
launched by 
Elena 

' li Jeronimidis 
has proved to be a huge 
bridge publishing success, 
the concept being exactly 
what the bridge-playing 
public wanted. There are 
now forty-one titles in print, 
all listed on page 18, each 
explaining the subject­
matter clearly and succinctly. 

WHY WAIT? 
QPlus Bridge is the very 
best Acol-playing software 
on the market. It also has the 
best graphics and user 
interface of any bridge 
software. Version 7.1 is due 
in October this year, so send 
£79.95 and receive version 
6.5 now and 7.1 in October. 

REFILLS 

One of the frustrating things 
about designer ball-point 
pens and silver pencils is the 
difficulty in obtaining refills. 
I now stock these at £2.95 
for four screw-in biro refills 
and £2.27 for a phial of 
thirty pencils leads. Please 
send stamps for these. 

pOT BOILER 
~ AQ7 

'I AKQJ 

• QJ10987 

+VOID 

~ KJl 086 ~ 95432 

" 5432 

+VOID 

+ KQ Jl O • 'I VOID 

• 65432 

+ 432 

~VOID 

" 109876 
+ AK 
+ A98765 

You are South In 7'1 
How do you play after the lead of + K7 

STRATUS 

It is always useful to have 
some good-quality playing 
cards around. Carta Mundi's 
Stratus playing cards come 
boxed in 12s (6 red, 6 blue), 
plastic coated and with a 
linen-style finish. At £15.75 
per box, buy some to put in 
your cupboard. 

CLEARANCE 
I still have a small stock of 
ball-point pens to clear­
notably the Queen of Hearts. 
These are not included in my 
regular price Jist, so readers 
should telephone to check 
availability. Only £2 each 
including postage and 
packing. ir 01483 489961. 

LIFE AND SOUL 

Bernard 
Magee is 
always being 
asked about 
this tie and, 
at £11.75, 
they are 
great fun. 
Ideal to 
wear at club 
parties, they ' 
also make useful " 
prizes and presents. 

WORLD'S BEST 

First published in November 
1989, Bridge Plus is now an 
established part of the 
Duplicate Bridge scene. 
Targeted at the enthusiastic 
club player, it is renowned 
for its humour, instruction, 
reports, quizzes and 
competitions. 

The standard of its 
contributors is unrivalled, 
making it the best magazine 
in the bridge world, and not 
only in my opinion. 

LOW VISION CARDS 

Cards for those with low 
vision are illustrated above. 
£5.99 per two packs (one red 
back, one blue back). They 
are unusual for those of us 
who are able to see, but a 
real boon for those Jess 
fortunate. 

Mr Bridge 



PRACTISE YOUR MULTI 2+ • • • 
I n this booklet, you are playing a simple 

version of the Multi 2 + , showing 
either a Weak Two (6-9 HCP) in a major, 
or a balanced 22-23 HCP hand, or an 
eight-to-nine playing-trick hand in clubs 
or diamonds. How would you and your 
partner bid the hands below? 

Dealer: EasL Game All. 
(NIS pass throughouL} 

. A4 . 1032 

• a972 •• AK10863 I 

[ + Aa763 + 2 
. 32 . 875 

SOLUTION 

Dealer opens with a Multi 2 + · 
West's 2 • response asks East to 
pass with a Weak Two in spades, and 
rebid 3 ¥ (if minimum) or 4 ¥ (if 
maximum) with a Weak Two in 
hearts. 

East's Weak Two is only average, 
but contains three positive features to 
recommend a jump to game. These 
are the good trumps, the singleton 
diamond, and the three low spades 
which are quite likely to be facing 
shortage, given partner's response. 

AND YOUR DEFENCE 
TO THE MULTI 2 + 

with Tom Townsend 
N ow change positions at the table -

and make use of Tom Townsend's 
companion booklet How would you and 
your partner fare on the hand below? 

, - - ~r: South. Love All. ~ 
· South opens with a Multi 2 +. 
North bids 26 (pass or correct) If able.1 

• A1 o . • aJ42 1 
• K972 • • ass j 
+ Ka95 + A 107 
• a 102 • K94 i . "--~-""'- ~, __ _._ ______ __,____, 

Sou.rrtoN 

South opens with a Multi 2 + and 
West doubles, promising a balanced 
hand (hence no fewer than two 
spades) with 13-15 HCP. 

Knowing that the opponents are in a 
grotty 6-1 'fit' at most, East doubles 
2• for penalty - and quite right, too. 
It looks like three off for +500 to 
East-West, with 3NT not even guar­
anteed to make on their combined 
holdings. 

IMPROVE YOUR BRIDGE with Bernard Magee 

Britain s best-known bridge teacher explains the following subjects 
in depth with his usual clarity 

• Stayman and Transfers 
• Losing Trick Count £24!~ 
• 1WeakTwos A Mr Brfdga Product 

AvaDable exclusively by Mall Order from Hr Brfdga I Ayden Grange, elsiey I Surrey GU21 2TH 

• • 01483 489961 e-mail: bridgaOmrbrtdQe.demon.co.uk Fax 01483 797302 

Asptro -Net~ Senior 

Avoidance Plays - Brumle!' 

Benjamin Two Bids -The Hadceru 

Bidding 444·1 Hands - Jrnmimidis 
~ounting - Roth 

Crowhunt 2+ - Crowhunt 

Cue-bidding - Brian Senior 

Declarer Play in tNT -Mngee 

Defence against Pre-empts -Bini 

Defence to the Multi 2+- Tou.nstnd 

Discarding - Mngee 

Doubling - Rigal 
Dummy Revenal - North 

Elimination Play - North 

Finessing - Ca.sh111D11! 

Forcing tNT Response - Tht 1-lDdrms 
Fourth Suit Forcing- Mngee 

Hold-up Play - North 

Law of Total Tricks 1;~~ 
- Mendelson f:. 

Leben so hi 
-Parry 

Losing Trick Count 
- Tou.rumd 

Multi 2+ - Tou.nsend 

Negative Doubles - The Ha.cktru 

Opening Leads - The Hacktru 
Overca.lb- Smith 

Pre-emptive Bidding- Tht 1-lacketu 

Re-opening &. Balancing - FO!Tdllf 

Reverse Bidding- Rimin8ton 
RKC Blackwood - The Hackttts 

Rule of Eleven - Schogga & Gordon 
Signalling - Rigal 

Splinter Bids -Swanson 

Squee:es - Riga! 

Stayman 2+- Tou.rumd 
Suit Combinations- Bini 

Transfer Bidding- Huaen 
Trial Bids - Smith 

Trump Coups - Brian Senior 
Two-suited Overca.lb _Townsend 
Weak Twos- The Ha.cktru 
Wriggle- Price 



Allprlcealncludepoatogo Mr Bridge Mail Order Form Allprlcealncludopostogo 

BRIDGE PLUS PRACTICE SERIES TABLE CLOTHS PLAYING CARDS 
(sec list of titles on facing page) 

£3.80 

£3.80 

£3.80 

£3.80 

£3.80 

£3.80 

£3.80 

£3.80 

Ten Commandments 
for Duplicate Players 
I. Thou shalt not come to the Club 

with a streaming cold. 
2 Thou shalt not come to the Club 

looking as though thou hadst just 
been jogging. 

3. Thou shalt not come to the Club 
at the very last minute, unless it is 
completely unavoidable. 

4. Thou shalt not arrive at a table 
without greeting thine opponents. 

5. Thou shalt not leave a table 
without thanking thine opponents. 

6. Thou shalt not gloat over a 
favourable rcsuiL 

7. Thou shalt not argue at length 
over a previous board. 

8. Thou shalt not tell opponents 
how they could have made a 
contrncL 

9. Thou shalt not end the evening ' 
without thanking · thy partner, 
however badly he or she may 
have played. 

10. Thou shalt not leave the Club 
without putting away thy bidding 
boxes and thanking the Director. 

Printed on 100% cotton. 
See tea-toll'ellist below. 

TEA-TOWELS 

Life's a Game £4.95 
but Rridge is Serious 

Ten Commandments £4.95 
for Duplicate Rridge Players 

Ten Commandments £4.95 
for Bridge Players 

Bridge Traffic Signs 

Luxury Velvet from £59.50 
Quality Baize from £25.00 

Man-made Washable from £19.95 

DAIL V BRIDGE CALENDAR 

2002 

2003 

Standard Red 
Standard Blue 
Deluxe Bottle Green 

£15.50 ...... . 

£15.50 ..... .. 

£5.50 
£5.50 

£10.95 
with gilded page edges and a biro 

BRIDGE VIDEOS 

sing Trick Count £24.75 

eak Twos £24.75 

y nand Transfers £24.75 

QPLUS BRIDGE (6.5) £69.95 ..... .. 

PLUS BRIDGE (7.1) £79.95 ...... . 
receive 6.5 now & 7 . I in Oct 2002 

TUTORIAL SOFTWARE 

Bridge Master (CD) £49.95 
with Fred Gitelman 

Counting at Bridge £39.95 
with Mike Lawrence 

Private Bridge Lessons 1 £39.95 
with Mike Lawrence 

Private Bridge Lessons 2 £39.95 
with Mike Lawrence 

Defense £39.95 
with Mike Lawrence 

Conventions (CD) £59.95 
(and the judgement to make them work) 

Acol Bidding £59.95 ....... 
(CD) with 
Bernard Magee 

Please ndd IS% for onlen outside the UK 

PST 240 unboxed £130.00 

Stratus Linen Finished 
6 rcd/6 blue boxed £15.75 

David Westnedge, Twin Packs, Boxed 
Baroque £12.95 
Arabesque £12.95 ...... . 
Lys de France £12.95 ...... . 

John Waddington, Twin Packs, Boxed 
Fruits and Berries £1 I .95 
Nelson and Wellington £11.95 

Wallace Collection £11.95 
Sir George Sinclair £11.95 

Strawberry Vine £2.00 
Winterthur £2.00 
Nels Flowers £2.00 
Williamsburg £2.00 
Flowers and Fruit £2.00 
Orchid Screen £2.00 
Golden Fruit £2.00 
Les Chaussures £2.00 
Isabelle's Garden £2.00 

Hallmarked Silver Pencils 
Boxed Set of Four £125.00 
Phial of 30 leads £2.27 

Bridge Players' Ties £11.65 

Court Cards boxed set of 4 £23.50 
Multi-suited boxed set of 4 £19.95 

4 Refills for above pens £2.95 

THE YELLOW BOOK 

Duplicate Bridge Rules Simplified 
Rumbelow & Stevenson £4.25 

Twelve monthly issues £39.00 
Two Years £69.00 

Three Years £99.00 

Total £ ................. .. 

Name (Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss) ............................................................................................ . 

Address ....................................................................................................................... . 

.................................................. Postcode ............................. V ................................. . 

5] Card Valid From ...... / ...... To ...... / ...... Issue Number ...... !J 
~~I ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Cheques payable to Mr Brfdga , Ryden Grange, Bisley, Surrey GU21 2TH 



Thistle Hotel 
Bridge Breaks 
CARDIFF · EXETER • GRASMERE 
Once again we've teamed up with Thistle Hotels to offer superb 
weekends in Exeter and Cardiff plus a magnificent week at 
Grasmere in the heart of England's beautiful Lake District. 

Hotel bedrooms all have TV as well as tea/coffee facilities. 
A limited number of single rooms are available without supplement. 

All our UK breaks are hosted by the resident 

Cardiff Thistle · 
In the heart of Cardiff, this IFIIIIr 
Vl'ctorian hotel has been "'!-:· ) • 
beautifully restored to offer 
luxury with sophistication 
and provides high standards 
of service and facilities. 
Choice of 3 bars, brasserie 
and 2 lounges. Car parking 

available. 

~ ...... 

First For Bridge team of Martin and Judy --.....-.... ~==~~ ........... ,...---. WEEKEND - 23rd-26th• August 2002 
Bridge Director Andrew Kambites. Cost per 
person half board £139.00 for two nights and 
£189.00. for three. 

Holcombe with the bridge directed by either 
Graham Hedley or Andrew Kambites. 
+ Programme to suit all abilities 
+ Instructive seminars + Master points awarded 
+ Partners available+ Bridge licensed by EBU;WBU 

·Grasmere 
Thistle 
ONE WEEK -
7th-14th March 2003 
Situated just 10 minutes 
walk to the village of 
Grasmere, the hotel stands 
in beautifully kept gardens 
opposite Dove Cottage on the shore of the lake. It has country 
house style and atmosphere and is the ideal location for exploring 
the surrounding countryside. Ample free parking. Bridge Director 
Graham Hedley. Cost per person half board £349.00 for seven nights. 

The Magic 
ofMenorca 
HOTEL S'ALGAR, MENORCA 
11th-25th October 2002 
Back to S'Aigar for our 31st October holiday where the usual team 
of hosts Martin & Judy Holcombe plus Graham & Berry Hedley will 
guarantee great bridge in a superb setting. 
+ Trophies and prizes • Bridge licensed by the EBU 
• Master points awarded 

Choice of self-contained hotel bedrooms or apartments compris· 
ing two twin bedrooms, living room, kitchen, dining area, bathroom 
and large balcony or terrace. 

Bridge is played in the comfort of a soundproof, air conditioned 
poolside room and there is a full programme of special events. 

This is always a highly popular holiday and is already booking 
up fast so make sure you reserve your place soon I Choice of depar· 
ture airport with full board, all-inclusive prices from only £755.00 
each. (Subject to Single Supplementl 

t• 441 II .._. "'"' • 

Full details, brochures and booking forms for all the 
above holidays from: Martin Holcombe 
RRST FOR BRIDGE 
4 The Lyes, Congresbury, Bristol BS49 5HF 
Tel: 01934 876500, Fax: 835819, Mobile: 07771 901 579 

NEW YEAR 2002/3. Mon 30th December to 
Thu 2nd January. We will be hosting a four day 

break at the Cardiff Thistle with Graham Hedley as 
Director. £295.00 per person. 

Exeter Thistle 
WEEKEND- 8th-10th November 2002 
Easily reached from the M5 and close 
to Central Station, the shopping centre 
and the cathedral, the Thistle has a 
warm, friendly atmosphere and helpful 
staff. The excellent restaurant offers fine 
traditional cuisine. Parking available. 
Bridge Director Andrew Kambites. 
Cost per person half board £139.00 for 
two nights. 

Vilamoura Value 
HOTEL ATLANTIS Jan-Feb 2003 
Our 2002 holiday at the Algarve's magnificent Hotel Atlantis was a 
sell-out so we're delighted to be back there in 2003lexact dates to be 
confirmed) with the same successful team of hosts Martin & Judy 
Holcombe plus Graham & Berry Hedley. + Bridge licensed by the EBU 

Improve with 
·AndreW Kambites 
HOTEL S'ALGAR, MENORCA - April 2003 
With 2002 fully booked, make your reservation now for our fifth 
spring improvers holiday - dates to be confirmed. If you enjoy bridge 
?ut want to know more, this holiday provides a perfect opportunity to 
l~p.rove all aspec~ of your game under the expert guidance and 
tUition of one of bndge's more flamboyant yet respected teachers, 
Andrew Kambites w~o is just one of three fully qualified EBUTA 
teachers on hand to gUide and assist + Bridge licensed by the EBU 

E-mail- infoCbridge-holidayscom 
. infoCukbridgeholidays.com 

Web Sites - http://'MW.'.bridge-holidays.com 
http://'MW.'.ukbridgeholidays.com 

......,_ladlwtCIIII'.-ci1Jt!A111tU.TtM11Jd.ATQ.Nitlm 
~ tddors .....s brSIQI!tiGiyt IJd. ATQ. Nit m 



WE have already seen that it can be in the 
interests of defenders to force declarer to 
ruff in the hand with long trumps. The 
converse to this is that it is often in declar­
er's interest to postpone the drawing of 
trumps in order to ruff losers in the hand 
with short trumps, usually dummy. How 
do you intend to make 4t in the hand 
below if the lead is the +K? 

t KQJ109~ + A76 
'I K87 'I 94 
t A9 W E t 8764 
.AK .6532 

The paradox of this hand is that every­
body would make 4+ if a small heart 
replaced the 'IK. You would win the +A 
and concede a heart at trick 2. The defend­
ers, seeing that you are aiming for heart 
ruffs in dummy, would switch to a trump. 
You would win this and concede a second 
heart. The defenders would persist with a 
second trump, but it would be too late to 
prevent you ruffing a heart, for your lOth 
trick. 

If you try to be too greedy your game 
contract could well fail. Seeing the 
prospect of 11 tricks you might enter 
dummy with the +A for a heart finesse. If 
the 'IK loses to the 'I A a trump return 
would reduce dummy to one trump. 
When now you concede a second heart a 
further trump by the defenders would 
prevent any ruff in dummy, holding you 
to nine tricks. 

Obviously such greed would be negli­
gent if you are playing teams of four or 
rubber bridge, but if you are playing 
duplicate pairs you would have to think 
more carefully. The contract of 4+ is pret­
ty obvious, so you cannot afford to make 
fewer tricks than everybody else. By enter­
ing dummy for a heart finesse you are 
more likely to make an overtrick than go 
down, indeed your contract will only be 
put in jeopardy if North has the 'I A and 
trumps break 3-1 or 4-0 with the defenders 
able to arrange their communications to 
draw three rounds of trumps. In a good 
standard pairs event, where everybody 
would be expected to be in 4+, I would 
aim for the overtrickl 

In the next hand you have powered 
your way to 4'1 and North finds the only 
lead to embarrass you: the 'I A followed by 
a second trump. How do you plan the 
play now? 

+Ku ~ +s 
'I KQJ109 ""-'I 632 
t AK wA.~ t 107432 
• AKQ T • 9863 

You can be certain that if you lead a low 
spade now the defenders will arrange that 
the hand with the third trump wins the 
trick, and leads his last trump. However if 
you exit with the +K the defenders will 
have no option over who wins the trick. If 
the defender with the +A started with 
only two trumps he will be powerless to 
prevent you from ruffing a spade in 
dummy. 

In the next hand you are in 4+ and the 
defenders start with three rounds of 
diamonds. 

You ruff at trick three and have to plan 
the play. Over to you. 

t AKQ109~ t }32 
'IAKQS '1432 
• 54 '"A~. J87 
• A8 'V • 10432 

You cannot avoid a club loser, so you 
must concentrate on avoiding a heart 
loser. If hearts break 3-3 there will be no 
problem. How about if they are 4-27 

Start by cashing the +A K. Both defend­
ers follow suit. Continue with the 'I A K Q. 
North does not follow suit to the 'IQ but 
neither can he ruff it. You can now ruff the 
'15 with dummy's t }. 

This line of play doesn't jeopardise your 
contract if hearts are 3-3, but gives you an 
extra chance if the hearts are 4-2 and the 
hand with two hearts has not more than 
two trumps. 

Change the hand slightly and you have 
an even better chance to demonstrate your 
technique. In the next hand you are in 3+, 
again the defenders starting with three 
rounds of diamonds. 

+ AKQJ9. + 632 
'I AK65 'I 4 3 2 
• 54 'A.~. J8 7 
+ A 8 'V + 104 32 

Suppose you ruff the diamond and start 
with the +A K. Now when you concede a 
heart the defenders can draw a third 
round of trumps. That is no good. 

Perhaps you should draw just one 
round of trumps before playing the 'I A K 
and conceding a heart. That fails as well, 
because the defender with 4 hearts can 
give his partner a heart ruff, dummy's 
trumps being too feeble to overruff. 

Correct technique is to cash one top 
trump and immediately duck a heart. 
When you regain the lead cash a second 
top trump and the 'I A K, allowing you to 
ruff the '16 in dummy if the same defend­
er has long hearts and long spades. 

In the next hand you have reached the 
excellent contract of 6+. If clubs are 3-3 
you will have no problem, but what if they 
are 4-27 You start by winning the 'IK lead 
with your 'I A, cash the + A K and ruff a 
club with the +9. South shows out, leaving 
North with the +Q. What next? 

+ AKQJlO~ t 942 
'I AS 'I 72 
t A 'A~ t }98542 
•KJ5 3 2 Y .A4 

You might try drawing another round 
of trumps before ruffing a dub, but that 
fails because South overruffs and cashes a 
heart trick. 

In fact your contract is almost 100% sure 
with best play. After ruffing the third club 
you should return to your hand with the 
+A and discard a heart on your fourth 
club. The defenders are powerless to pre­
vent you from ruffing a heart in dummy. 
Your loser-on-loser play has transferred 
the ruff from clubs, a suit which South 
could overruff to hearts, a suit which 
South cannot overruff. 

The final hand sees you in 6+, North 
leading the 'IQ. The question is not: 'Why 
am I not in 7t ', a contract which is easy if 
clubs break no worse than 4-2. You must 
concentrate your efforts on making 6+ if 
clubs break 5-1. What is your plan? 

t AKQJlO. t 98 7 
'IAK ~'1643 
• A WA~. }6532 
+ AK532 T • 74 

If you try to cash the + AK and a 
defender ruffs, he can return a trump. This 
will restrict you to two ruffs in dummy 
and leave you with another losing club. 

Better technique (assuming you are 
playing teams of four) is to cash the + A 
and immediately duck a club. The 
defenders cannot now prevent you from 
ruffing two clubs in dummy, drawing 
trumps and making the + Kat the end. 

www.ebu.co.uk 
The English Bridge Union website 

For full and up-to-date competition 
results - and much more 



&ive the &o!tl 
Ovp mitJtJOWf IJ 
oettet tlelll 

UNQUESTIONABLY the pre­
mier bridge competition is the 
Gold Cup. Recently certain 
teams were seeded to enter in 
round three. I have no 
argument there. 

AT[)~ lot 
Oeot tAi~/ 

-

However, I was horrified to 
discover that matches in round 
one and round two for us ordi­
nary mortals have been 
reduced from 48 boards to 32. 

I OFFER three incidents, all of which happened in an infonnal 
(non-affiliated- aren't you glad) club that I direct, and all in the 
space of a few months. 

On the first occasion we were playing three-board rounds 
and on the third I was called to a table where North was in a state 
of high dudgeon. 'Someone has scored on my line!' Indisputably, 
there was a score against her pair number, so I told her to score 
against a spare line - I would sort it out when I did the match 
pointing. When I looked at the slip I noticed that the two scores 
were in strikingly similar handwriting. Sure enough when I 

This must be a retrograde 
step. Even though many teams 
enter knowing they have no 
real chance of winning the 
competition, there is a special 
feeling playing a long match. 
Some years you cause an upset 
by beating a seed. 

I appreciate 8GB runs the 
competition, but surely the 
EBU has some influence in this 
forum. 

I have yet to speak to anyone 
who thinks the change has any 
merit. 

Please do not downgrade 
our premier competition. -
Clive Owen, Darlington 

looked at the third board there 
was no score for that table. 
They had played the same 
board twice, in the same strain, 
but with two very different 
results, and none of the four 
had noticed. What to do? I 
scored both boards and gave 
suitable points to both pairs. 
For the board they had not 
played I awarded them an 
average, which I then deleted 
from the sheet. 

Another time we were 
playing two-board rounds and . 

&to11l time ill Ogptv~ 

HAVE you ever made a decision on the spur of the moment, spent 
the following weeks wishing you hadn't, and then had an 
amazing time? I did and I have. 

I chose to book to go to the Cyprus Congress, hoping one of my 
enthusiastic partners would be able to come, but ending up on my 
own. I'm new to competitive bridge and play both online and at 
various clubs in Surrey. So the decision to go was pretty scary, 
stupid, mad ... , 

The result has been great. I played In every competition, with 
four different partners, including two Grand Masters (that's me 

· , with them - Eddie Ludoni and David Jones- in the picture) and 
Peter Jordan, the EBU organiser. 

The experience ranged from terrifying, intimidating and excit­
ing to quietly satisfying, knowing I had learned so much, and my 
results were better than I might have expected. 

1 also met so many onllners face to face, including Pats! and 
Mary Popplns, Lazy Gardener and my new special friends, 
Gerard and Pandora. Thank you to everybody for a great week­
Liz Marlin (Libertyl Dorking 

J .. you write Iii 
on the fifth round I was called 
to a table. Something was 
clearly wrong, as two players 
had both played the +J to the 
same trick. My fault, I fear! I 
had replaced the deck in that 
board with a new one, without 
first checking that it was a true 
deck. There were 52 cards, but 
the +Js were duplicated. And 
the missing card? The + A. 

Finally I was running an 
even number of tables with a 
bystand when the cry went up 
from an E/W pair, 'We've 
already played these cards!' 
Usually when this happens it 
turns out that someone has 
filled in his or her personal 
score card on the wrong line. 
The rest of the time, someone 
has bypassed the bystand. Not 
today: all the boards were in 
their proper places and the 
N/5 pair against whom they 
claimed to have played them 
agreed that they had. 
Moreover, the personal score 
cards tallied. How had this 
co':"e about? At some point, 
bemg stuck behind a slow 
table, the E/W pair had 
leapfrogged; the leapfrogged 
E/W, finding their place taken, 
had moved back, and been 
leapfrogged in tum by a yet 
slower pair. No one had 
thought this procedure at all 
odd, but had ascribed it to a 
peculiarity of the movement; 
a.nd no one had noticed, in the 
ftrst Instance, because the 
bystand had been between the 
leapfrogged table and the one 
from which the original 
leapfroggers had come. 

I hereby challenge all truth­
ful directors to cap this set.- C 
N Gilmore, Bedford 

!loW tlo lh~ 
jel OW!J.f With 
mvtrletP 

CAN someone explain to me 
how some of the country's 
leading players get away with 
murder! 

Playing in a national final I 
glance at the opponents' con­
vention card: it says Benji Acol. 
RHO opens 2+ after three 
passes. 

After the hand is played I'm 
told I misplayed the hand as 
the opener had to have 23 
points. In the middle of much 
script on the front page of the 
card it says 'Acol in 4th!' 

In another national final the 
opponents' card says SA Texas. 
In third position 4+ is opened 
on my left. Double from my 
partner and then Pass Pass Pass. 

A little number at the end of 
the line says ' Note 3'. On the 
back page it says 'Not in 3rd or 
4th'. I complain (not too much 
as we achieved the optimum 
result). 

Next year - same pair, same 
card. 

And what about the close 
black print on yellow card -
I'm minus 10+ dioptres in both 
eyes! Dave Robi11son, 
Site/field 

TtiJvellet ttOv/;/e 
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• These excellent Arabian 

design cards are the 
prize provided by 
Piatnik lor each olthe 
three winners In our 
Prize Play competition 

PIA'I'KIK 
makers of playing 
cards since 1824. 
www.platnlk.co.uk 
Tel: 020 86851515 

TliERE are three categories In our competition: 
lor players up to and Including County Master; 
lor those up to and Including Regional Master; 
and lor those with higher ranking. 
Andrew Kambltes sets the questions. 

You are declarer (West) and your hands and 
dummy's are displayed. How would you play? 
Write briefly, Indicating your plan and analyse 
problems that the defenders may pose. 

Board 1 

t AK9863. t 75 
• As w~• KJ432 
+ AKB A'V' t 9632 
• 92 V • JlO 

WHt North &1t South 
3+ 

4t Pass Pass Pass 

North leads the +Q, allowing South to cash 
two club tricks. South then switches to the +J, 
won by your +A. When you cash t AK both 
defenders follow suit. Plan the play . 

Board 2 

• AKQJ8765 t 432 
. AK :,.A . 72 
t AQ ~0 + 652 
•s v •Js762 

\YH t North East South 
1¥ 

Obi 2¥ Pass Pass 
3t Pass 4t Pass 
4NT Pass 5+ Pass 
6t Pass Pass Pass 

North leads the , Q. South clearly has the • K 
for his opening bid, but sadly dummy's 
spades do not provide an entry to take the dia­
mond finesse. Can you make your contract? 

Board 3 

t K72 · A. t JlO 
• K543 ~0. AJlO 
t - "V"'.A."V t KjlO 
• Q JlO 9 6 S V • K 8 4 3 2 

W~est 

3+ 
Pass 

North - Eut 
lNT 

4+ 5+ 
Pass 

South 
2+ 
Pass 

North leads the +2 to dummy's +1 and South's 
+A. You ruff and lead the +Q. Doth defenders 
follow suit and South wins with the +A. 
South then switches to the t 6. Which spade do 
you play from your hand and why? 

Board 4 

+ AKQ8 7 ~ t }109 ; 
• AKQ2 w ~. 653 
t AKQ3 A'V t Jl07 
• - V • KJ72 

Wte~t North &It South 
2+ Pass 2+ Pass 
2• Pass 3• Pass 
7+ Pass Pass Pass 

North leads +tO. You try dummy's +J, but 
South covers with the +Q. Plan the play. 

Entries to: Andrew Kambltes (Prize Play), 1 Stratford Court, 
Stratford Road, Stroud, Glos GLS 4AQ. Entries to arrive by midday 
April 27. Please Indicate on the top lett comer of the envelope 
which category you are entering. Andrew Kambltes will judge the 
entries and the first one In each category that, In his judgement, 
describes the best strategy will win a Platnlk prize. 

As you sweep down the gr:md drivcw:ay, Ibn ked on 

either side by magnificent Casuariru trees, you know 

th:at an exceptional experience aw:aits you at this 

superbly restored fom1er gentlemen's club on the West 

Coa.st ofDarbados. 

With four ticshwatcr bgoon pools mW~dcring through 

tropic:U g;udcru to tl1e white 131ld boch, Colony Club 

is a clurming blend of old world cle~nce and new 

world standards of quality and comfort. We look 

fol'\~rd to welcoming you. 

The Elc~nt Hotels Group would like to invlle you to 

suy as our guest with Free Estn Nighu*, allowing 

you to gve up to S t 700 per penon if }'OU book a three­

week stly. 

We will also include Complimentary American 

Drnkfatt in tl1e Laguna llestlur.mt every morning of 

your holiday. 

• FM u...N..,. ...... UJ-o ..,s.~paa.~,.,b~,..,TonJMiorl.our 
IOaaol P'l' b 1, ...., 14 onoiM b IZ.ouy ZlonoiM b ll.Otl'n ..w.b1, ..... 

I•A ........ Ildt)drZIIIl1 T"""onol,_..,..,. 

~ 
COLONY CLUB 

HOTEI.•BAABAOO!I 

A WUUlk U, lUI IUC&Nf tlntiU to&UUP 

Td: +H (0)20 7lJIO 8240 • F2x: +H (0)20 7910 8248 
Em2il: r"erntions@elegJnthntds.c:om 

www.dt(l2nthotcls.c:nm 

. ' 



Excel Bridge 
for the very best 
in Luxury Bridge Weekends. 

IF you want 
Style &: Quality, 
Personal Attention 

and a Friendly Atmosphere: 
Ring for your brocl111re NOW 

.................... 

Enjoy Comfort amd LuxunJ by tile Sea 

The Hythe Imperial HYTHE, Kent 
May 10-12/13 & Nov 1-3/4 £170/202 
The Metropole BRIGHTON 
June 14-16/17 & Sept 6-8/9 £175/215 

The Highcliff BOURNEMOUTH 
May 24-26/27 £188/239 

Nov 29-Dec V2 £180/206 
.................... 

Traditional Clranu for a 5 Nigllt Break 

The Swan WELLS 
July 7-12 £290 

Arr Old Coaclrirrg Irrrr witlr excellent food & 
very well-liked orr ortr last visit 

.................... 

Two Comfortable Country House Hotels 

Avisford Park ARUNDEL 
July 19-2V22 £180/200 

Blunsdon House Nr SWINDON 
August 2-4/5 £154/185 

.................... 

Spend yortr August Bank Holiday in ShJle 

Hellidon Lakes Nr DAVENTRY 
August 23-26 £220 

.................... 

Riglrt in tire Centre of Town 

The Carlton CHELTENHAM 
October 4-6/7 £134/166 

.................... 

Two very popular Marston Hotels 

The Stratford Manor STRATFORD 
Oct 18-20/21 £167/196 

The Oxford Belfry Nr OXFORD 
Nov 15-17/18 £167/196 

.................... 

At all venues there will be a full Bridge Programme 
with cheerful and instructive morning seminars 

.................... 

Ge11erous 
Prizes 

EXCEL BRIDGE 
Osborne House, 14 Elton Road, 

Oevedon, 8521 7RG 
Telephone 01275-872575 

"Excel for Excellence" 

Bridge 
liceused 
by tile 
EBU 

· ·· ·~ ·· ·~ ·· · · · 
~ t DIAMOND BRIDG 
• Corlu 
+ Jrd May 2 002 - 14 nights 

. H tel Corfu Chandris, which is set ~ 
.a. Our third visit to t~~ and Is just a short distance from 
'!I! amidst beautiful g From £725 half boar d 

(Operaled by an Travel ATOL32981 

Austria • (on ly o n e room left) 
1st June 2002 - 14 nights + Our eleventh visit to our .favourite venue. The Hotel 

.a. delightful family-run hotel srtuated In the village of 
'!I! plateau and surrounded by snow-capped mDLinUII..._ .. 

£825 half-bo ard 
(Opefaled by C1;n Trowl ATOl32981 

Land of the Midnight Sun 
8th July 2002 - 12 nights 

+ A cruise without flights aboard P&O's Aurora from 
to Hardangerfjord, Andalnes, Romsdalefjord, 

• 
A Trondheim, Olden & Bergen before returning to ~IUlllrnpl 
"" From £1539 

• • 
(P~ to C1a<e Travel NITA 19308, agems lor P&O CNMII 

Dublin 
9th June 2002 - 5 nights 

The Temple Bar Hotel is right in the centre of the city • 
sights and sounds of Dublin are on its doorstep with 
College, the Bank of Ireland build ing and O'Connel 

just around the comer . 
£310 p a rt-boa rd 

(Oporalod by Cla<e Travoll 

• Crete 
26th September 2002 - 14 nig hts 

+ The 5-star Rithymna Bejiah e St hotel of the 
.a. group, situated rig~ h short drive 
'!I! the ymnon. 

88 alf-b oard 
~ (Ope<1otod by Clatw Travel ATOL 32911) 

• Venetian Voyages 
September/October 2002-7, 8 or 15 + Two fly-cruises aboard Marco Polo: from Athens to 

Mykonos, Santorlnl, Crete, Dubrovnik, finishing with 
.a. stay In Venice OR start with an stay In 
'!I! cruise to Korcula, Corfu, Sorrento, ClviltaVtecdhiii~Or-Fbiiii 
~ Monte Carta, finishing with an overnight stay In 
_ If you have time, why not combine the two "'"'-~"' 
.. Fro m £875 Inc lud ing cruise and 
T (P-to Clatw 1 ........ ~~gents far Orion! Unes ATOl 2752) 

+ Best of the Canaries 
13th November 2002 - 12 nights + A cruise without flights aboard P&Os Oriana from Soli~q 

to the sunshl!1e of Lanzarote, Gran Canaria, La Palma, 
~ Madetra & Vigo before returning to Southampton. 

From £1350 
• (Pa\'!TIOI"Itlto Claro Travel AliTA 19308. agents far P&O CNM1j 

Benidorrn 
+ w 9th January 2003 - 14 nights 

h ~ are pleased to be able to return for our seventh + oliday at the Hotel Poseidon Palace In the best-known 
on the Costa Blanca. 

~ £549 full-board 
IOileratod by Clatw Travel ATOL3298j 

• Antarctica & South Georgia 
+ Follow the 

16
th January 2003 - 17 nights 

Visit So~~~ of ~~r Ernest Shackleton on board Mlrca + penguins bet=~~· ~lome to literally millions of eeall 
Your cruise Willlncl~ ng ~th to t~e Antarctic P.,ilw&l• 

~ lnclud' e spec,all~tngs to sites of 
From £37 4 '"95 lmajor pengUin rookeries. 

• nclud lng hotels en. ...... , 

(P~~~~· gratu i t ies & flights 
• Travet, aoents lor Orion! Unes ATOL 2752) 

26th J Fuenglrola + The 4-star Hotel Yara anuary 2003 - 14 nights 
~ del Sol, met With rave mar, set In this pleasant resort on 

pleased tor:~~~~ from our clients this~ • 
.. £639 ehto announce our return. 
T alf-b oard 

All our Prices tos>oratoc~ by Clatw r..,..... ATOL32V8J 

+ 88~/uf~y Inclusive of all 
n ge licensed by the EBU 

+ 32 Klngatandlng C tr Diamond Bridge 

~ emeu~7nr~:~7o•tandlng, Blrmlnghenl 
WWw dl •mondbrldge.co.uk 

Tel: 019 • •mondbrldge.co.uk • + + ~ • + _._ 22 626017 Fax: 0121 35571111 
~--~------------~~----------~-------------- ~ ~ w • • 



THERE are far more glamorous tech­
niques in defensive play, but none more 
valuable than the simple ability to count 
accurately and to think clearly. Often, the 
simple exercise of counting what winners 
the defence has can be all the information 
required to plan the correct defence. 

The target for the defence is to defeat the 
contract. Extra undertricks are nice and 
would no doubt improve the score, but 
the first goal must be to take the best shot 
at breaking the contract. If the contract is 
four-of-a-major, the defensive target is to 
get four tricks before declarer can take 10. 
It is that simple. 

What is the best chance for the defence 
in each of these examples? 

(a) 
• QJ86 
• 75 
• 42 
+ KQJ106 

t 5 ·- ~ t 972 . 
• KQJ2 ~.ABU 
t K1053 w ~ t J876 
+ 7432 +AS 

t AK1043 
• 1096 
t · AQ9 
• 98 

West leads the • K against 4t and East 
can see hvo heart tricks for the defence 
and one club. Where can the fourth trick 
be found to defeat the contract? 

U West has a spade trick there will be no 
problem. If West holds the +A, there will 
again be no problem, as East will switch to 
a diamond on winning the + A. The diffi­
culty for the defence will come when West 
holds the +K rather than the ace. In that 
case, a diamond lead will be required 
from the East side - as can be seen in the 
above diagram, a diamond lead from 
West would be into declarer's ace-queen 
and would not harm him. 

East must arrange to win the second 
round of hearts and push a diamond 
through while he still has control of the 
clubs. At trick one East encourages hearts 
by playing the eight and West will 
continue. Whether he continues wilh a 
low card or an honour, East must win the 
ace and switch to a diamond to defeat the 
contract. 

It might seem that East could afford to 
overtake the first heart, as West is marked 
with the queen for his opening lead. 
However, while that will usually be safe 
enough, it will let the contract through 
when declarer holds + AKQ and not the 
ace of spades, as he will win your 

diamond switch and play two more 
rounds to throw dummy's remaining 
heart loser . 

(b) + KJ73 
• J9 
• QJS 
+ K1095 

,\ 

• 6 ·~ t 842 
• KQ1084 ~. A753 
t K972 'A._~ t 108643 
+ 842 Y +A 

'• 

t AQ1095 
• 62 I 
• A 
• QJ763 

This time there appear to be two hearts 
and a club to take against 4t . How can the 
defence come to a fourth trick? Simple, via 
a club ruff. The solution is for East to over­
take the • K at trick one and cash his sin­
gleton + A. When he next leads a heart to 
West's queen, it will take a very obtuse 
partner not to give him his club ruff for 
down one. 

Although it looks different, the next deal 
is effectively identical to the previous one. 

(c) t KJ73 
• J9 
t QJS 
+ K1095 

t 6 • t A42 
• KQ1084 ~. A753 
·t K972 'A~ t 108643 
• 842 y • 3 . 

., t Q10985 •u 
t A 
+ AQJ76 

East does not have the + A, so must give 
up the lead to establish his club ruff but, as 
compensation, he holds the ace of trumps. 
Overtake the opening lead and switch to 
the club. On winning the t A, return a 
heart to partner's queen and he will deliv­
er the ruff. 

(d) 

I 

• Q52 
• 10863 
t AQS 
+ K85 

• 43 I .-6 t A6 -· 
• Q95 ~· 742 
t K J 10 9 8 7 2 \)" t 3 · 
+ 2 + A1097643 

t KJ10987 
• AKJ 
• 64 

f • QJ 

The lead of the +2 against 4t is an obvi­
ous singleton. It is all too easy to win the 
ace and give partner his ruff. However, 
while that gives the defence two tricks, 
and there is the t A to come, what will be 
the fourth winner? 

Again, having trump control is the key 
to defeating the contract. East, too, has a 
potential ruff, in diamonds. The problem 
is that his partner has only one likely entry 
- his club ruff. Establish the fourth defen­
sive winner before taking the first three 
and down goes the contract. East must 
win the + A at trick one and immediately 
switch to his singleton diamond. Winning 
the first spade, he gives West a club ruff 
and, hopefully, is given a diamond ruff in 
return - down one. . ................................................................... -.................................................................................................. .-. ........ . 

t Q2 
• KJ43 
+ AJ8 
+ AQS4 

• Q2 
• KJ43 
+ AJ8 
+ AQS4 

t Q2 

• Q2 
• KJU 
+ AJ8 

• KJ43 
+ AJ8 
+ AQ54 

+ AQSC 

BEAT THIS ONE 
FOR A BLUNDER 
What do readers make of this deal, which 
David Gold, from Gosforth, Newcastle Upon 
Tyne, tells us was brought back from Israel by 
his son, who spotted it in a newspaper there? 

Says David: ' [ know errors are sometimes 
made in the presentation of bridge hands in 
newspapers and magazines, but surely there 
has never been anything to match this one!' 
Unfortunately we could not decipher the 
accompanying text to tell how the bidding 
went or which player secured what contract! ............................................................................................................................................................................. .-.. 



Th Bedford Hotel Lyth 
e Holel wilh a Country 

The Town ce;;~OGE LICENSED BY THE 

C 3 srars ••• we Welcome ••• AA/RA 

• • • ~G£ IN WONDERr A ,. * • * ;\_\Sv . -<t!V.() I! .. ; A + ~ at tfze 
.A. .,. {I a [u~rious 
w " • CROFT SPA HOTEL 

2002/3 
BRIDGE 

WEEKENDS 

CROFT-ON-TEES, NR DARLINGTON, NORTH YORKSHIRE DL2 2ST 
situated on the banks of the River Tees in the idyllic vilJage of Croft 

Friday 1st November to Sunday 3rd November 2002 
& 

Friday 14th March to Sunday 16th March 2003 
2 g{jgfits !fu{[ 'Boa rtf in Lut u'!J 'En-suite Jlccommocfation 

BridgeUcensedbytheEBU incfutfing a Slier'!./ !f?..!!ception ana Jifternoon Tea: 
Master Points awarded 

Under the dln!ctorship of 
Bob Knight 

With a full range of 
competitions over 
4aesaions 

Partnen guaranteed 

Non residents welcome 

I<' l'l£71' <'Uf IU\Ufl/ lt.•td 
/n•m liNnt r~·li_l{ rt;•t :•utt 

<'IU II 't/!_q(( -

u •u•u•.cn~ t.;pa.w.u ( 

!. Four Course Evening Meal - Friday & Saturday 
'• . Full English Breakfast 
I 

• . Light luncheon - Saturday 

'• , 4 Competitive Bridge Sessions _ with PRIZES 
plus an overall prize for the Winner 



Apoint 1 

about points ' 
By Mike Burtt ' 

! IF you Intend playing in a no l 
J trump contract every honour 1 
~ card is likely to be useful, but if 

Stress counselling 
for 'bridge rage'? 

you intend playing in a trump 
contract some of your high 
cards could be useless (apart 
from the fact that they are 1 
better in your hand than the 
opponents'). 

For example, in a spade 
contract, what use is a queen or 
jack opposite a void or 
singleton? ·roo -- "liunimy . 

t Q10 53 :t AK8 7 I 

•KJS 11·A10732; 
• )3 2 • 7 
+ 9 62 +A 108 ........,........;:_....._ __ __.._ 

In the above hand you might 
just as well have; 

b) ·YouT .. ' i [Dummy 
t Q 1053 ! t AK87 . 

I• K J 5 • A 10 7 3 2 
• 43 2 • 7 
+ 962 +A 108 
~-~· ·-· · --· 
On the other hand good 

cards in partner's suit are very 
desirable. So, when you have 
found a trump fit, upgrade any 
picture cards or aces in suits 
partner is known to hold, but 
downgrade any picture cards 
in other suits. Outside aces 
retain their value. 

So, if the auction is: 
You 

l t 
1 

P~rtn~r 

l 'f 
3t 

You should increase the 
value of your hand by two 
points in example a), by three • 
points in example b) and bid 
4t with both of them. 

It does not guarantee 
success, but it does help you in 
finding ' thin' games and helps 
you to stay out of unmakeable 
games- so important at teams. 

THE Laws and Ethics Committee 
has for some lime been dismayed 
by the evident deterioration of 
behaviour at the bridge table - It 
is well known that complaints 
are frequently received that refer 
to 'table terrorism' (Englisl1 Bridge 
October 2001) and 'bridge rage'. 
This was discussed nt length at 
the committee's meeting in 
March, after which the following 
statement was issued: 

'In recent months there have 
been numerous requests from 
affiliated clubs for the implemen­
tation of stress counselling proce­
dures at events organised under 
the auspices of the EBU. After 
long discussion and legal consul­
tation the committee has 
resolved that draft procedures 
should be laid before Council at 
its meeting on April 10. If 
approved, it is hoped that imple­
mentation will be possible at the 
commencement of the next com­
petition year. Psychological sup­
port procedures are becoming 
standard practice in sport and 
the committee recommends that 
the EBU should make similar 
provision for its members at all 
levels of play.' 

Wlmt it all mea11s 
In an accompanying briefing 
note the committee explains how 
the new procedures will work in 
practice. Whenever the 
Tournament Director is called 
during an EBU-approved dupli­
cate bridge event, any player at 
the table in question will have 
the right to request reference to a 
designated stress counsellor for 
support and assistance following 
the ruling (clause B below). A 
request for counselling does not 

remove or affect a player's nor­
mal right of appeal or disturb the 
procedures associated with 
appealed decisions. 

'Restoration of equanimity' 
The duty and responsibility of 
the counsellor, who will be one 
of a list of names approved by 
the WBF (clause A) is to ensure 
that the player's equanimity is 
restored before play is recom­
menced. Play at the table will be 
suspended to enable counselling 
to take place and will only be 
resumed when and if the coun­
sellor indicates that the coun­
selled player is fit to continue 
(clause C). 

Rigllt to give evide11ce 
The player requesting coun­
selling has a right to be heard 
and give evidence free from prej­
udice and/or bias and any other 
player at the table whose playing 
integrity has been called into 
question may challenge such evi­
dence and present counter claims 
and cross claims. Legal represen­
tation may be deemed necessary 
where serious allegations have 
been made and play has had to 
be abandoned. In such circum­
stances the Tournament Director 
may need to request access to 
separate stress counselling off­
site and the committee is consid­
ering how this additional sup­
port might be made available 
(possibly via a special helpline.) 

Clmnges to Rule Book 
Changes will need to be made to 
the Laws, and the Laws and 
Ethics Committee has drafted 
some seminal clauses, see below. 
These are currently being s~ti-

When INT=2+(~ot···st~.y;·~~-!) ... p.~ict ... ~ff ............ l 
PLAYING recently at a local club one of our 
opponents responded 2+ to a lNT opener with­
out an alert from partner. Much to our surprise 
they were playing weak take-
out rather than Stayman. ln this 
instance it served them well, as 
both tNT and 3+ went down. 
Stnyman is one of the most 
popular conventions, but as 
this incident indicated it is not 
without price. 

The probability of finding n 
Stayman fit (and this docs not 
guarantee a result) varies from 
once in 357 deals to once in 236 

By Dave 
Bess ant .. 

deals, depending on how many 
options are used. 

A weak takeout with a five­
card club suit and 0-9 hcp crops 
up once in 128 deals. 

I am not advising using 2+ as a 
weak takeout - far from it. I 

just offer the figures for 1! 

consideration. 
What I would say, based on I 

my studies of percentages and 
probabilities, Is that players 
using the weak no trump will 
need 26 hcps to make game in a 
major more than 50% of the 
time. 

For more details contact me 
at Woodlands Way, Moreton 
Road, Brading, Sandown, Isle 
of Wight P036 OBH (tel 01983 
401452), email daveb.brad 
lng@btlnlemet.com 

nised by the EBU hon. solicitor 
and n leading law firm expert in 
the field of recreational trauma. 

(Chapter XI Stress Counselling 
- Law94) 

A) Appointmertt of stress 
counsellors 
The sponsoring organisation 
shall appoint a panel of stress 
counsellors for each playing ses­
sion from a list approved by the 
World Bridge Federation Laws 
Committee. 

8) Riglzt to stress comrselli11g 
Any player at a table to which the 
Tournament Director has been 
called in respect of any alleged 
infringement of any Law or other 
irregularity shall have the right 
of access to a designated stress 
counsellor, which right shall be 
exercised by notification to the 
Tournament Director within 30 
minutes of the Tournament 
Director's ruling. 

C) Stress counsellors' duties 
and responsibiliHes 

a) To provide independent 
counselling in a secure environ­
ment away from the source of 
t.raumn (ie the opponent who 
called the Director or, in excep­
tional circumstances and at the 
discretion of the stress counsel­
lor, the said player's partner); 

b) To maintain the emotional 
and rational mental stability and 
capacity of any player who 
requests stress counselling, at 
least to the level exhibited by the 
said player at the commencement 
of the relevant event; 

c) To suspend play pending 
counselling and to certify the 
player's fitness to resume piny 
thereafter, although no warranty 
shall thereby be implied as to the 
said player's fitness to play, 
notwithstanding the trauma 
caused by the call of the 
Tournament Director. 

* * * * T11e draft clauses and tile filii text 
of tl1e Laws and Etllics Committee 
briefing note can be found on tiJe 
EBU website. Readers wllo wis/1 to 
comment 011 tile drafting, or 
amtribute to tile debate generally, 
should write or email Nick Doe, 
Secretary of ll1e EBU Laws a11d 
EtiJics Committee, at l11e Aylesbury 
offices. 



OFF we go again! Our first deal comes 
from a quarter-final of the 2001 US trials. 
East-West have a 6-5 spade fit, but must 
assess how many losers there will be in the 
side suits. 

1. Game All. Dealer West. 

• }82 E • A953 
t KJ932 *. A Q10176 

t AU W + J 
+ Q 2 • AJ , 

Wnt 
Stansby 
Pass 
4t 
5t 

North 
LA:.Ird 
Pass 
Pass 
Pass 

South 
Bramlty 
3t 

Pass 

Even in these days of super-aggressive 
openings, West at both tables decided to 
pass. This was a good decision. When you 
are considering a light opening bid, there 
are several questions to ask yourself. First, 
is the suit you will be bidding a strong 
one, worthy of mention? Here West's 
spades were moderate. Second, are your 
11 points or so pulling their weight? Here 
West had three points wasted in hearts 
and clubs. Finally, what is your position at 
the table? In the third seat you may gain 
by opening light, whatever the nature of 
your hand. Here West was first to speak 
and, on all the grounds I have mentioned, 
did not have a sound opening bid. 

Martell opened 1~ and South entered 
with a weak jump overcall. East-West then 
bid to a poor slam. The +K was onside, 
but no elimination was possible and two 
heart tricks had to be lost. Whose fault 
was it? Both Wests did bid 4+, but perhaps 
4~ is enough with such a balanced hand 
and those three poor minor cards. Also, 
look at the losers in the East hand - there 
are quite a few to be covered. Perhaps he 
should have cue-bid 4• instead of rushing 
into Roman Key-card Blackwood. (West's 
5~ showed two key cards and no queen of 
trumps, according to the report, but w.ith 
five-card support some partnershtps 
would pretend they held the queen 
artyway.) 

It seems to me that both Americans 
overbid. Did you manage to 'beat the 
experts' and stop in game? 

Awards: 4~ -10, 5~ - 7, 6~- 5. 

We move now to the semi-finals of the 
same American trials. This time it is the 
mighty Hamman and Soloway who have 
a big trump fit and must judge the number 
of losers. 

2. East-West Game. Dealer East. 

t A974 ~-+ ;67'--,1 
• K Q J 9 ~ • 10 8 7 5 4 3 
t AQB 'A~ t K6 ! 
+ AK :!' + 53 I 

Wtst 
Solou'lly 

Obi 
6'f 

North 
Stansby 

3+ 

Eut 
Hammau 
Pass 
J 'f 

South 
Marl ttl 
1+ 

Pass 

Does East have enough to bid 3• over 
the pre-emptive 3+ ? 'Yes,' said Bob 
Hamman. 'Yes,' said Alan Sontag, when 
the same auction arose at the other table. 
In that case, perhaps we may conclude 
that West does not have enough to leap 
straight to a slam. 
. S~loway did bid a direct 6• , going the 
mevJtable one down. Peter Weichsel, West 
at the other table, was more circumspect. 
He cue-bid 4+ to suggest a heart slam. 
When Sontag signed off in 4• , Weichsel 
looked again at the large number of losers 
he had to be covered (two spades, one 

CARD PLAY by Bob Rowlands 
Combination A IN both problems you are South, 

dummy Is North, and you are playing 
in a no trump contract. Assume 
plenty of entries to either hand. 

r- --·--- . 

l._:f. 
Combination B , 

• 08652 

• How would you h•ndle tM two 
combln•tlon• Mre? (Use one suit 
from a pack of cards if it helps). Six tricks needed 

. t A)9743_ j 
Six tricks needed 

ANSWERS :'>It 4l!M Ot J&AOO 1415JW O~>lt 
411M 18113 0UJI5nqo u8 .<ueuo(S&:J:)() - &.<8Jd 

1183 JBA8184M Vt A&Jd 01 15U!PUBIUJ'AU8!1!Ul 
0+ p8&J oa I5UJ4100 &lSOO 11 '&SJM.I&4IO IS86 
-6os oa l5uiPPIQ StU WO.II en~ ewos SJ &J841 

118JUO 'dOJp StU JOI A8Jd 01 SJ (lsnO A8Jd 
e6~queoJad eqa l5ufSSIW O~>lt A(uo 411M (q 

J&SJB 15u(418WOS 
8 8J8 no.( A&Jd OUJUU!M 8\A 18M esseuy 841 
Ateltll &JOW II 18 II II1Q 'OJ84 8 8J8 no.< 8PIS 

·110 >It doJp noA II '0+ J&AOO lOU S80P 1183 

II Vt 6u(AU(d J8p(SUCY.ll46JW noA llns 6UOJ 
JncM P8188118J 81184 IOU 6U!PP!q 94) Plno4s 

·eo~>tt 41!M P81JB\S ISB3 II ISOJaq 111M 
~~-~~ 8 r• 8SS8U!J pU8 Alll!JIIU! Zt P89J P89jSUJ 

ncM P1no4s ·o~t ISU!e6e assau11 pa~Juw 
8 81184 111M noA pu8 MOUOI 011181·11,"' 159M 
)It 41!M SJ81100 IS&3 II 1841 OS '0 .. 6Uip891 
,(q IJ81S p(n04S ncM SO~)It ISU(l!6e ~enfi 

01 'UOI816~(S >t• 81184 01 IS&M ue4ISO~)It 
JO X)ft UOI816UJS >t• S84 IS83 1841 A(9~1J 

&Jow SJIJ n '8SS8U!J Ol U8Jd Pln04S no;,. (a 

heart and two diamonds). 
excellently to pass 4• and 
with 13 imps. 

In case I need to say it, 
overcalling in the opponents' 
a super-strong take-out 
deservedly put out to grass 
Even if you don't use the CUI!-DIG 

special purpose such as !vuu~aaaltj 
space to double first and then 
show the strength. 

Awards: 4• -10, s• - 9, M 
2, 6. -1. 

+ Q l0762~ • 
• 1076 \¥ ~. 
t QBS ~ + 
• QJ • 

West North Eul 
Bunt Dmning Cal/agluln 
Pass 2'f 4+ 
-It Pass 4NT 
s• Pass 5\' 
6• Pass 7t 

Denning's opening bid of 2• 
and in fact showed five 
cards in an unspecified minor. 
and Bum now had a coJ:lVE!ntlion·niiiiiiiR. 
for the East hand - Leaping 
4+ jump overcall showed a big 
in clubs and spades (4+ 
shown diamonds and spades~ 
who had good diamonds artd a 
suggested this with 4+ artd 
showed his spade support. 

What would Callaghan have 
holding the same hand in a 
Young Chelsea Club? An irru~~!l! 
you can be sure of it! This 
match, where an uncultured ~r.,:;;;;~ , 
draw a frown from the 
Callaghan continued with Rol~m~; 
card Blackwood instead, he<U't11Lg 
cards. {His partnership uses 
es, where 5+ shows nought 
cards). The 5• continuation illilliD&~ 
trump queen, Bum's 6t 
held that card, but no stcJ.e-s;wt 

None of this freshly 
tion said very much about the 
tion, unless you think that the 
• AK and the • K bumps up 
of holding the +Q. Callaghan 
would be some play for the COr1ltrll~ 
ever, even if Bum held the ,u,.-~ 
small.in clubs. He bid the~ 
he mJght have bid two rounds 
and it proved an easy make. At 
table the English North did not 
the Welsh pair bid accurately to 
grand, flattening the board. 

Awards: 7~ - 10, 7+ - ~ 
0.!'111__ _ -



LURI<S WITH OUTSIDE LOSERS 
We go next to last year's Camrose match 

between England and Northern Ireland. 
West has just picked up his strongest hand 
of the weekend, East his weakest. How 
will the two hands fare when they come 
together? 

4.Game All. Dealer West. 

t K762 ~ t )854 ., A ., 54 I 

t A K 2 w ~ t 10 9 7 3 
+ AKQ94 +·732 

Wnt 
Afslc.KmzU 
2+ 
2m 
J t 
4+ 
~ 

At the other table Collings and Jones, for 
England, had stopped in 3+ . A big swing 
was therefore available to the Irishmen if 
they could find their way to the spade 
game. 

MacKenzie opened 2+, although a few 
experts would bid just 1+ . (We crashed 
out of the NICKO when Marc Smith 
opened 1 + on an even better hand and I 
failed to diagnose that my +K was enough 
for a grand slam .•. ). 

To open 2+ and rebid 3+ would be forc­
ing to game, so MacKenzie preferred a 
non-forcing 2NT rebid. 

Most players would pass on the East 
cards, but Campbell took the apparently 
winning view to employ five-card 
Stayman. 

When his partner denied a five-card 
major, he continued with 3'1. 

1his was a 'puppet' bid, showing four 
spades. 

The rationale for bidding the four-card 
major you do not hold is that the strong 
hand can play the contract if a 4-4 fit 
comes to light. MacKenzie now 
announced strong support for spades with 
a cue-bid of 4+ . Campbell, who needed 
strong support just to make game, was no 
doubt delighted to hear this! He signed o££ 
in 4~ and waited to see what opening lead 
he would get. 

No, MacKenzie judged that he had not 
yet shown his exceptional hand. It's true 
that his partner might land 12 tricks with 
as little as QJxx of spades in his hand. 
Nevertheless, it was surely too much for 
West to jump straight to a slam. The pre­
sent imp table does not award any bonus 
points for macho bidding. A raise to 5+, 
asking for good trumps, is enough on the 
West hand (more than enough in my 
view). As the cards lay three trump tricks 
had to be lost and the slam went two 
down. 

Awards: 4~ -10, 5+ - 7, part scores- 6, 
5+/3NT- 2, slams- 0. 

Our fifth deal comes from last year's 
Dutch championship. A grand slam, 
assessed by their magazine as a 79% 
prospect, awaits the East-West pair. 

5. Love All. Dealer East. 

t KJ2 ~ t AQ98753 
'1 J8542 ~ '1 AK 
t }10 7 5 ' \A~t A3 
+A V +109 

Wnt East 
Btrlrns &kktrm 

It 
1~ 4t 
s+ s• 
St 6+ 

Bertens' 1NT response was forcing and 
Bakkeren showed his powerful hand and 
long spades with a leap to 4~. West's hand 
was considerably more useful in spades 
than it might have been. He had two key 
cards and might also contribute a club ruff 
or two. Bertens indicated this with a cue­
bid of 5+ . Bakkeren showed his diamond 
control and had an easy advance to the 
small slam when his partner had no more 
to say. 

The Dutch pair had little chance of 
reaching the good grand slam because 
West had not told East of his heart length. 
Suppose an Acol auction starts 1~ - 2'1, 
3~. West should bid 4+ now. Although 
West might occasionally pick up some 
huge heart/dub two-suiter and wish that 
4+ were natural, it is far more sensible to 
use this call as a cue-bid when facing a 
jump rebid such as 3+. After a continua­
tion of 4+ - 4~, East can bid Roman Key­
card Blackwood and hope to score seven 
spades, two minor-suit aces and four heart 
tricks. Since one club can be ruffed, on the 
actual hands, East needs to set up just one 
extra heart trick to dispose of his diamond 
loser. 

Awards: 7+ - 10, 6+ - 7, SNT/5+ - 3, 
6NT-1. 

We will end with an intriguing deal 
from the final of the 2001 Vanderbilt. 

6. Love All. Dealer East. 

t A95 • t K2 
'1 K w E '1 AJ643 
+ Jl09842 A~+ AQ65 
+AJ4 y + 7 3 

Wat 
en 

2t 
3NT 
4t 
6t 

East 
Mohan 
t• 
Jt 
4t 
s• 

With only 13 points Sam Lev could 
hardly bypass 3NT, particularly as he held 
a solid stopper in both the unbid suits. A 
two-level response shows a good hand in 
the US, even when not played as game 
forcing. Mohan was therefore confident 
that his side would have the playing val· 
ues for a diamond game. Partly in case the 
clubs were Inadequately protected, he 
advanced to 4+. Lev cue-bid his spade 
control and Mohan could do no more with 
two top losers in clubs. Knowing that his 
top cards were working hard, Lev raised 
to the small slam in diamonds. 

The same contract was reached at both 
tables. The Russian, Petrunin, received a 
friendly spade lead at the other table. He 
took a successful trump finesse, South 
showing out, and eventually scored an 
overtrick. Had the trump finesse lost, he 
would still have had a good chance of dis­
carding his club losers. 

Lev received a more threatening club 
lead. Seeking to combine his chances in the 
red suits, he won with the club ace, cashed 
the king of hearts and played a trump to 
the ace. He would have made the slam if 
the diamond king was singleton; also if 
trumps were 2-1 (the king not falling) and 
he could set up a second discard for his 
clubs. 1his was the best line -around 60% 
-but it did not work at the table. 

Note that 3NT is not entirely safe on a 
club lead. If North leads a club to South's 
honour and you hold up the ace until the 
third round, you may go down when 
South holds five clubs and the +K. 

Awards: 6+ -10, St -7, 3NT- 6, 4'1 - 3. 

The deals were difficult, as is shown by 
our experts' modest total of 33 out of 60. 
Let's see if we can extract some valuable 
guidelines from the auctions. 

TIPS TO REMEMBER 
• When you are considering a light 
opening bid, look at the quality of your 
main suit. The stronger it is, the more 
inclined you should be to open. At 
worst you will suggest a good opening 
lead to partner. 

• When the opener shows a good suit 
with a jump rebid, a new suit by 
responder at the four-level should be a 
cue-bid agreeing the opener's suit. (In 
the sequence 1t-2•, 3t -4+, for exam­
ple, 4+ is a cue bid.) At the three-level a 
new suit is basically natural, although it 
may show only a stopper. (In the 
sequence 1+ -1'1, 3+- 3t, responder's 
3t does not agree diamonds. He may 
hold such as tA}x and be hoping that 
partner has a club stopper and can bid 
3NT.) 

• When your partner has made a take­
out double of an opening bid and the 
next player raises, you should feel free 
to compete on length in an unbid suit. 
Such a bid does not promise much in 
the way of high cards and your partner 
should make allowance for this. After a 
start of 1+- Obi- 2+, you should nor­
mally bid with a five-card major. After 
1+- Dbl- 3+ you should bid with any 
six-card suit and on many weakish 
hands with a five-card major. 

• When your hand is exceptionally' 
strong within the bounds of a limit bid 
you have made, show this with a cue­
bid. It is rarely right to advance fUrther 
if partner then signs off. 





And the winner is. • • 
THE task was to put into a 
speech bubble what any of 
the characters in the 
photograph is thinking. Your 
entries poured in. by email, 
post and fax, and there was 
an abundance of paws, leads 
and ruffs in the suggested 
quotes. Some members sent 
in three or four alternatives. 

Picking a winner was not 
easy and in the end the editor 
went for something short and 
sweet, so a bottle of wine goes 
to Ann Hall, of Eastbourne, 
(her entry illustrated), with 
commiserations to Steve 
Lawrence, from Bristol, who 
almost got the vote, and 
thanks to everyone who 
joined in the fun. 

They came in all forms, 
including verse, and there 

1 
was one particularly striking 
entry from an anonymous 
source that might have 
caused uproar if published! 

Although already top dogs 
in their respective fields, fea­
turing on the front cover of 
English Bridge has made Toby 
and George real pin-ups and 
they have even been receiving 
fan mail from readers. 
George, who is 10, was sent a 
card congratulating him on 
being probably our youngest 
Grand Master! 

The following are, in the 
opinion of the editor, 10 of the 
best of the rest of the speech 
bubble contributions: 

··•• '1 wislr you wouldu't paws 
for so loug. Come ou, lead 

your king, Cl1arles. ' - Steve 
Lawrence, Bristol 

... 'Standard leads?' 'No, 
• extending'. - Allan Ewer, 

Brighton 

-t/ 'One spayed? Olr no, wlric/1 
one of us.' - Michael 

Patterson, Leicester 

:. 'Even with an awful pawful 
• I'm always game for a RRR­
ruffl' - Miss M Jones, 
Oswestry 

-t/ 'Who said you cau'tteach an 
old dog llow to make new 

tricks?' - Neville Chambers, 
Portway,Alvechurch 

... 'Wiu:n you invited nJe over 
• on tl1e promise of winning a 

packet, this is not what I had in 
mind.'- Adrian Lambe, Cardiff 

··•• 'It's easy, partner: four 
quick tricks, get the lead, 

takeout and ruffl' - Alan 
Armstrong, Durham 

:. 'Four paws' 'Double/' -
• Peter WooUand, Starring­
ton, West Sussex 

••• 'I've played witll dog eared 
• cards before, but never witll 

dog-eared partners/' 
Rosemary Davison, 

Newport, Pembrokeshire 

... 'WI1en you talked about the 
• Cnifts Convention I thought 

we were going to Olympia, not 
round to your friend's house to 
play bridge.'- John Pople, East 
Barnet 

Other contributors who 
made the editor chuckle 
included: Dodo Georgevic, 
Birmingham; Keith Short, 
Berkhamsted; Michael Baily, 
Maidenhead; Sandra Baily, 
Maidenhead; B E Cass, 
Longfield, Kent; Roland 
Payne, Chingford; Patrick 
Hogan, Gerrards Cross; 
Jeannette Norton-Mazzier, 
Brighton; John de Metz, 
Totteridge; Bob Kaltz, Hove; 
Arthur Boschi, Gatley, 
Cheadle; Alexandra Green, 
Cambridge; Bruce Graham, 

Wilstone, Tring; Eric 
Hartland, Carnhedryn, Pem­
brokeshire; Ken Hart, 
Weston-super-Mare; Mrs P 
Rowell, Chippenham; Adrian 
Lambe, Cardiff; Alan Chorley, 
Horsham; Peter Norris, 
Enfield; Mrs A N Voice, I 
Bognar Regis; C A Simpson. 
Boston Spa; Mrs E D Hooper, 
Sidmouth; R Reeves, Bognar 
Regis; Bernice WooJf, 
Barkingside, Ilford; Rosemary 
Davison, Newport, Pem-
brokeshire; S Nicholls, 
Rickmansworth; N G 
Bartram, York; Hilton 
Stansfield, Rochdale; John 
Patrie Smith, Reading; Paul 
Wickham, Taunton; Gwyn 
Fryn, Newport, Pembroke­
shire; Lydia Stanford, Hove; 
Iris Willis, Bromley. 

Scribblings from the sticks ay Eddie scoff 

I HAD just enjoyed a swift half at my local, 
having been informed by an esteemed 
regular that his granddaughter's horse was 
recovering from a damaged hemlock! At 
least I'm not the only one. 

I moved on to the Wednesday evening 
duplicate session at my new bridge school 
- an Innovation at the Ipswich Sports Club. 
Hockey, tennis and squash, yes, but 
bridge? 

It's taken time for the membership to 
come to terms with our static animation, 
but the chairman and committee are unan­
imously In favour, just as are quite a high 
proportion of golf clubs around the country. 
The rental for a suitable function room, 
largely unused, Is sensibly appreciated. 

Eariy on, playing a five table Mitchell, my 
partner (North) opened 1 +. This was 
passed round to our Inimitable Mavis, 
sittlng West, who overcalled 1 +I 

A friendly nudge informed her that this 
bid did not Increase the auction. Mavis 
apologised profusely and said she had not 
heard my partner's opening bid. 'I would 

have opened 1 + with my good 11 points,' 
she announced. Given the opportunity to 
make good her call she gave us a you-must­
be·joklng look and elected to pass. 

Like a shot her partner Doris tabled her 
singleton +. She turned to me and said: 'I 
always lead my partner's suit.' 

We got such a fit of the giggles that my 
partner and I were given 'Bateman' looks, not 
to mention stem verbals from the entire com­
pany. On a 6·5-1-1 spade split, with partner's 
16 points opposite my three, we were one 
off. 

Partner suggested, with a straight face, he 
might have made 1 +: it didn't seem to matter. 

Our evening went from bad to worse. My 
partner, a good club and congress player, and 
me, with 30 years' experience of outstanding 
mediocrity, managed 46% against improving 
students - this without any bidding misunder­
standings or poor play that we were aware of. 
No wonder we all come back for morel 

Twice we were In distributional contracts, 
with 14 and then 13 hcp combined - both 
one off. We were bemused, but unbowed. At 

least we've reached the stage where we 
acknowledge that a good result often 
needs a little help along the way. 

The other Monday I was dealt +AKQ7 
• 2 • AKQ + AK082. It was late and I could 
not resist opening 4NT. After a 5+ 
response I crudely bid 6+ - I suppose, in 
the words of G 8 Shaw, that is why I teach! 
Partner, holding a singleton club, scram­
bled to two off. Her 3451 distribution includ­
ed +J10985. Clubs split 4-3, but spades 
were 6-0 (hearts 5-3). 

My appalling bidding resulted in an 
undeserved middle. The expert would 
surely land In 6+ after this sort of 
sequence: 

Wesl 

Pass 
Pass 
Pass 

North Eul 
2+ Pass 
3+ Pass 
6• Pass 

Soulh 
2. 
3. 
Pass 

This goes two off after a spade lead 
ruffed, a heart switch and a second spade 
ruff. There ain't no justice, even for the 
expert. 



Apart frOm losing the e 
luggage Cyprus was a 
Congress manager's view on a second 
popular EB U overseas bridge special 

ENGLAND was very cold and 
very wet that February morning as 
we left Heathrow bound for 
Cyprus. We were part of the 
advance party, arriving one day 
ahead of our guests. We needed to 
make sure everything was ready 
for the second EBU Overseas 
Congress sponsored by Bridge 
Holidays Abroad at the Coral 
Beach Hotel, Paphos. 

It was still quite warm when we 
landed late afternoon at Lamaca 
and we hoped the good weather 
would stay for the week ahead. 
There had been an ongoing 'small 
hitch' in the week before the 
congress over the boxes of 
equipment which had been sent 
some three weeks earlier. 

Although all the paperwork was 
in order and in their possession 
Cyprus customs were finding it 
difficult to identify the contents 
and were faxing and emailing the 
EBU office 'asking such questions 
as 'What are bidding boxes and 
hand records? What are they used 
for? What is a duplimating 
macliine?'- and so on. Now most 
of that is quite difficult to describe 
to non-bridge-playing people! 

However, when we arrived at 
the hotel on Friday evening the 
boxes were there, having reached 
their destination only that 
morning. We breathed a sigh of 
relief as we had anticipated a trip 
to Limassol on Saturday to person­
ally identify and facilitate the 
release of the equipment. 

Saturday was a round of 
meetings with hotel staff and set-

ting up the very large, well- li t 
Akamas room for the congress. The 
members flying from Heathrow 
arrived soon after five o'clock and 
were greeted with a welcoming 
drink, issued with room keys and 
luggage tags and quickly found their 
rooms. 

The people from Manchester did 
not arrive until after 9pm, but 
received the same warm welcome 
and seemed pleased with the 
excellent accommodation. Travel 
and arrival arrangements went well, 
apart from the luggage of EBU 
Chairman David Harris and General 
Manager Terry Collier, which 
continued on the plane to Larnaca 
Airport, but was recovered in time 
to allow the two to change for 
breakfast! · 

The Saturday evening bridge, 
which had been organised for those 
people already on site (one couple 
were into their third week on the 
island!) was well attended, with 23 
tables in play, although some of the 
teatime arrivals looked very tired by 
the end of the session. 

Food at the several dining rooms 
in the hotel was good and varied. 
Most people seemed to use the 
buffet restaurant that had a selection 
of delicious food . The table d'hOte 
dining room was altogether more 
relaxed. Food and service were 
good, ideal for holiday mode, but 
perhaps not speedy enough for those 
needing to play in the evening 
bridge sessions. 

Sunday and Monday saw the 
Swiss pairs tournament under way, 
with 112 pairs competing. After 10 
matches there was a popular win by 
the Gloucestershire duo of Ruby 
Wissenden and Heather Parker. 

The composition of the congress 
was mainly experienced players, 
including many who had seen active 
service in the Malta campaign (last 
year' s EBU overseas bridge week). 
There were, however, a number who 
were doing their first congress and 
some of these were members of the 
EBU online club, meeting each other 
face to face for the first time and form­
ing some really good friendships. 

For the two days of the Swiss pairs 
tournament the weather had 
changed from its initial sunshine to 
torrential rain and thunderstorms 
and then on Wednesday it dawned 

JIM Bugden was in extreme pain after complet­
ing the second session of the Swiss teams at the 
EBU's Cyprus Congress- nothing to do with the 
bridge, but everything to do with a large swollen 
right foot! At 2.30am his wife Sally called the 
doctor and Jlm was Instantly whisked into hospi­
tal fur tests. 

At lOam Sally was informed that Jim would 
probably be allowed to travel home to Sussex th 
following day, but only if he stayed in hospita~ 
for another night and was given anti-thrombotic 

Nothirig was definite about his condition 
hAving been made comfortable insisted 

tl~,,,un.a~~:~ Wife and friends play on witho~t hUn in 
Swiss teams session. He felt he would be 

, .- o --., -.. down the other team m~ who, Cfespite 
' havtng great fun. 
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Finally the team led by Phillip 
Mason, the chairman of the 
Tournament Committee, beat Tony 
Priday's team on a split tie. 

A farewell dinner concluded the 
week's activities, with t20 people 
attending. Ralph Warrington, of 
Bridge Holidays Abroad, presented 
the main prizes, which included 
trophies and hvo air flights each to 
the winners of the Swiss pairs. This 
was followed by the speeches and 
the evening concluded with dancing 
to the excellent local musicians who 
had played throughout the evening. 

In conclusion I would like to thank 
all the players for their kindness and 
co-operation. I enjoyed the company 
of existing friends and made many 
new ones. 

My greatest th anks go to Max 
Bavin, Gill Pain and David and 
Marilyn Jones. We are all fortunate 
to have a team of the highest calibre 
to run our events. 

To date we have received about 
tOO congress return forms and a 
number of letters. We can see that an 
area that needs review is the farewell 
dinner, which we would like to be 
enjoyed by all the players. Please let 
me have any further suggestions on 
how you think this should best be 
done. 

Thank you once again to ·all who 
made the Cyprus Congress such a 
memorable occasion. 

Peter Jordan 

Next year Madeira 
Madeira bas been named as the venue for 
next year's EBU overseas congress, with the 

dotes named as February 1-6. 

spoil the fun 
'So I was able to relax at dinner with my team­

mates and the many other friends who attended 
the congress and afterwards I danced away aU of 
the emotions of the previous 24 hours.' 

Sally confided that initially, as a not very expe­
rienced bridge player, she was a little apprehen­
sive about going to Cyprus, thinking it might be 
too hard and harsh. 

'I couldn't have been more wrong,' she added. 
'Yes, the bridge was challenging, but everyone 
was so kind and friendly. In addition, when dis­
aster struck all the EBU staff stepped in to helP. 
me. I cannot thank any of them enough.' 

The story had a completely happy ending, 
because Jim was diagnosed not with thrombosis, 
but with gout (painful enough!), so he and Sally 
say they will definitely be going on next year's trip. 

~DIWILLBE 

BACK FOR MORE • • • ' 
The island of Cyprus is a wonderful place for well-preserved old ruins - or 
middle aged ones in the case of Eddie Lucioni and his partner Laurie Sedar. 
As well as looking forward to some enjoyable bridge, sampling some local 
cuisine and seeing a few sights, we were anticipating some sunshine. 

I think we must have taken some 
English weather with us for the first 
couple of days and I was reminded 
how sunny Scarborough is! 

However, the rest of the holiday 
brought brilliant blue skies and we 
really enjoyed the island in our time 
off. Troodos mountains provided the 
only snow I have seen this winter. 

The amount of bridge meant that 
the balance between conversation 
and concentration was about right 
and we certainly had a good time, as 
it seemed to be only five minutes 
before having to return home. 

And now to the bridge: 
We did not have much success in 

the Swiss pairs, but opening tNT on 
the South hand below produced 
most of the match points: 

I . • 

L • 

' t K105 
• QJ2 

.. t AK62 ' 
• Q92 

t A2 . - t QJ9843 
\' AK1096 . w~ ·· 75 
• 7543 . • 1098 
• 3 • 108 

t 76 
• 83 
• QJ 
+ AKJ7654' 

Luciani' s off-centre tNT was 
raised to game and an unsuspecting 
West led the • 10. I managed to make 
all t3 tricks on a pseudo squeeze. 
Well, I didn't have a singleton, per­
ish the thought! 

There was an interesting hand in 
the open pairs: 

t AJ2 
\' K643 
• 10874 
+ K4 

North Jed a club agains t 4\f . It 
looks as if there could be four losers 
- a spa de, a trump and two 
diamonds. However, after taking the 
opening lead and finding North 
shows out on the second round of 
hearts, cashing the second club and 
exiting with a trump leaves this 
position: 

t AJ2 
• 6 
• 10874 ·- • 

t K84 
• 109 ~-· 

. A.~ t AJ3. , - • 

, v ·- l 

By Eddie Lucioni 

South leads a spade. You try the 
jack, but North has the queen, so 
you exit with the third round of 
spades to guarantee tO tricks, 
wherever the diamond honour are, 
as either defender has to open up 
the suit or give a ruff and discard. 

You then congratulate yourself 
on achieving a complete bottom on 
the hand when you find North 
started with t Q97 \' 7 + KQ92 
+ Q9852 and you could have made 
11 tricks, especially after the + K 
lead. 

We made a much better effort in 
the teams, eventually coming fifth. 
This board proved interesting: 

t Q76 
• QJ63 
• QJ73 
+ AJ 

t 83 · t ~ KJ94 
\' AK10754+ \' 8 . 
t 10 9 6 4 w E t A K 8 2 · 
+5 . +10874 • 

t A1052 . 
• 92 

• · 5 + KQ9632 · - ... 

After a weak 2\f by West Lucioni 
protected with 3+, steering partner 
into a thin 3NT. Playing partner 
for a doubleton West not unrea­
sonably duCked the opening lead. 
Now the contract can be made by 
playing t Q to the king and ace, 
unblocking the two club honours 
and leading a second spade 
towards the tO. 

Alternatively declarer can cash 
the club honours, cross to the t A 
and play the remaining clubs, 
discarding hearts and a diamond. 
Now a d iamond to the queen 
endplays East to give at least one 
more trick. 

Unfortunately it didn' t go quite 
like this and the contract went one 
off, so we expected to lose on the 
board. But we reckoned without 
teammates Cathy and Andy Smith, 
who brought home 2\f at the other 
table! 

Some of the hands were as exotic 
as the loca tion and I am really 
looking forward to next year, ' 
wherever we play. 
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Bnadencll Hotel • Aldeburgh 
Thursday II April Jots £205 hb 

Hydro Hotel • Eastbourne 
: 19-21 April £165 lb 

31 May-4 June: (Bank Holiday) £325 lb 
20-22 September & 18-20 October £165 lb 

· Prince Rupert Hotel • Shrewsbury 
, 3-6 May (Bank Holiday) £225 hb 

, ~ 11-IJ October £149 hb 

Manor Hotel • Meriden, West Midlands ~ 
j 9-11 August £155 hb ~ 

BeriCeley Hotel• Worthing 
2J.26 August (Bank Holiday) £199 hb 

I 
Belstead Brc:lOk • Nr Ipswich 

30 August- Jots £215 hb 
25-7:7128 October £155/£209 hb 

I 
Carlton Hotel • Cheltenham 

8-10 November £145 hb 
I 

HOLIDAYS & SHORT BREAKS 

.. Hydro Hotel • Eastbourne 
Sunday 7 April 4 nts £249 hb 

Bnadenell Hotel • Aldeburgh 
Monday 1J May 4 DIS £255 hb 

Friday 1~ July- J to 7 DIS from £219 hb ~ 

Langstone Cliff • Dawlish, Devon ~ 
Sunday 19 May 5 Dis £295 hb 

Cumberland Hotel • Bournemouth ~ 
Sunday 9 June 4 DIS £199 hb ~ 
Moo 19 August 4 DIS £225 hb 

Sunday 15 September 4 Dts £215 hb ~ 

Walton ~ark • Clevedon, Somerset ~ 
Sunday 28 July 3 DIS £199 hb 

BJxton • Peak District 
Sunday 4 August 5 DIS £325 hb 

! 
Stow-on-the-Wold • Cotswolds ~ 

Tuesday 13 ~ugust & 22 October 3 DIS £225 hb ~ 

RCd Lion • Salisbury 
Mondar 9 September J DIS £225 hb 

St. Brelades Bay • Jersey 
28 September 9 DIS £729 hb 

: (AI""{"" IICCT lloiW,1 /..Jd, ATOL 20tf7) 

White Lodge • Alfriston 
Mooo;y 14 October 3 DIS £205 hb 

The Grand • Folkestone ~ 
Monday 28 October 4 Dts £229 hb ~ 

• 
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR ~ 

Salisbury &: the Algarve ~. 
! 

SINGLES \VEEKENDS 
f or anyon~ on tll~ir own, of any age 

I Worthing 
19-21122 July £!45/£189 hb & 1-3/4 Nov £135/£179 hb 

BRIDGE AND/OR GOLF 
Thorpeness Hotel & Golf Club ~. 
26:"29 t1ny & 27-30 August £245 hb ~ 

• , BRJDCiE UCENSEO BY nm EBU 
P~ GUARANTEED- PRJZES -MASTER POINTS 

SUIIUl Levene, ~ Philip Dunn, 
SeLect Special Events White House Bridge Holidays 
Td 11m. 734305 1 Td 01654 -711735 
Fax 01273 • 7022S6 • c:-mail:SusanSelect@IIOI.com 
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Bidding slams with a trump suit 
IN the last article we looked at bidding 
slams on balanced hands. These are easier 
to manage as no trumps bidding gives 
quite precise point counts to various bids. 
We go for a small slam when we have 33+ 
points and a grand slam when we have 
31+ points. When we have 33 points there 

· are only seven in the opposition hands, so 
we caMot be missing two aces. With 37 
the opposition have only three points, so 
we caMot be missing any ace. 

When bidding suits the partnership val­
ues are based on long suits and shortages 
as much as high card values. After all, 
holding 13 spades guarantees all 13 tricks 
if spades are trumps, but you have only 10 
points. While we may not need 33 points, 
we don't want our opponents to cash two 
ares against our slam. We can avoid this 
by using an ace-asking convention. 

Experienced players may use something 
mmplicated called Key Card Blackwood 
or Gerber, but Standard English strongly 
recommends that you use the popular 
Blackwood convention. In this a bid of 
.fNT asks partner how many aces they · 
hold. The responses are coded: 

or four aces 

You may wonder if you will be able to 
tell the difference between none and four 
aces.: Don't worry, if you sign off after a 
Solo response and partner has four aces he 
will bid on to slam. After asking for aces, a 
bid of 5NT guarantees that our side holds 

'MiniBridge 
By Brian Keable 

[ Standard 
English 
by Sandra Landy 

all the aces and asks for kings. The same 
step responses are used at the six level, but 
partner maybe able to jump to seven in the 
agreed suit, knowing that all the aces are 
held. 

You should use Blackwood only when 
you need to know the answer, since the best 
way of getting to a slam is just to bid six. 

The class practised bidding slams and 
then played the cards to check they had 
bid a good contract. 

(1) t K QJ 10 3 
• A KQJIO 
t A 
olo l 

What would you bid if 
partner opened 1! 7 
Jean thought for ages 
before bidding 4NT. 
When Gill bid 5t she 

knew there was an ace missing and bid 6~. 
If Gill had bid 5• she could have jumped 
to 7~ or even 7NT. The play was 
easy when partner held ! A 9 7 6 5 • 3 2 
t KQJ4 + K5 

(l) t A 8 When Joe raised Lisa's 
• A Q J 9 6 1'1 opening to 4• , Lisa 

thought the hand 
t K Q 9 8 5 looked good. So she olo 4 

L-----~ tried 4NT and bid 6'1 
when Joe showed one ace with St . She 
made 12 tricks as Joe held +Q 1 8 • K 10 5 
4 3 t J 2 + A J 9. After driving out the t A 
Joe's two spades were thrown on the win­
ning diamonds. 

- we love it! ' 

IN the autumn of 2000 Christine Duckworth, the 
EBU education manager, ran a Mini-Bridge train­
ing course at Aylesbury. Two people from the 
Cottesloe School in Wing (Bucks) attended: Irene 
Caird, responsible for special needs, and Sue 
BuUer, a teaching assistant. 

Peter realised this was 
13) t A h d • A Q 7 5 4 2 a powerful an , so 

when Margaret raised 
~ ~Jl0 853 1• to4• he just bid 6• , 

....._ ____ _. hoping for the best. 
Dlackwood Is no use as it is the right cards 
that are needed, not aces. Margaret did 
well bidding 4• with ~Q 6 3 • K 10 9 8 3 t 4 
+ A J 10 5, adding value for the extra 
trump and her singleton diamond. 

(C) t A K 8 6 53 When partner makes a 
• 2 jump shift response to 

I· t Q 8 7 an opening bid, it 
o1o K 9 6 should show 16+ 

points and often leads 
to a slam. My students got the next hand 
wrong because opener failed to appreciate 
the value of their hand. While the hand 
contained only 12 points, it got better 
when partner forced with 3t and then 
raised spades. The bidding went 1~ - 3t -
3~ - 4~ and then everybody passed. 

But this hand is far too good to pass 4t . 
Use Blackwood and bid 6~ if partner 
shows two aces. Partner had ~Q J 2 • A 7 3 
t A K J 9 53 +2. Except on a clQb lead 6• 
makes all thirteen tricks. 

(S) t AK8653 
• 2 

Make the other hand 
dealer and the hand 
would be bid quite 
differently. 

• Q87 
olo K96 

Partner opens 1t and 
rebids 3t over your 1 t response. What 
would you do? You could bid a forcing 3~ 
over 3t and carry on with Blackwood over 
partner's raise to 4• . Or if you are worried 
partner might pass 3• , you could bid 
Blackwood and go to 6t over a 5• 
response. 

Irene recognised that learning .to play 
MiniBridge could provide the new pup1ls w1th a Children of Cottealoe School In Wing, Bucklnghamahlre, who won Mini Bridge prizes 
variety of skills that would 
help them at school. She con- The first class with Alex and 
tacted Christine and asked if Sue was amazing. I introduced 
she knew anyone who would myself to 30 kids, told them 
be prepared to help run they were going to learn 
MiniBridge classes. Christine MiniBridge, a card game, and 
persuaded me to become a that they were going to have 
MiniBridge helper, while the fun! h 
school really wanted someone Fifteen minutes later t ey 
to run the classes! were all playing whist . in No 

I phoned Irene and arranged Trumps. For many this was 
a meeting with the teachers their first exposure to cards or a 
involved - John Mason, who trick-taking game. Alex and 
w · ch 1 1 d Sue helped at two tables and I 

as In arge, p us A ex an handled the other five. The 
louise, two form teachers. I 
agreed to run 12 lessons each noise was fantastic! Modern 
for their two year seven forms children don't have fun or play 
(11-12-yearrald boys and girls). games in silence! . 
~ and a teaching assistant Eventually the session 
(USually Sue) would help me. ended. Alex quietened them 

down and then asked them to 
thank me for coming. A big 
roar of thanks. I asked should I 
come back next week? 'Yes!' 

On the way back to the staff 
room I asked Sue if it had been 
a success and what about the 
noise? 'Don't worry,' she said, 
'They got on with it, didn't 
they? You would have known 
all about it if they hadn't liked 
it!' 

I returned the next day to 
take another class. John intro­
duced me to Irene Caird for the 
first time. 'Mr Keable, could 
you teach MiniBridgc in six or 
seven lessons rather than 127' 
'Er, yes,' I repUed, wondering 

what was wrong with the orig­
inal plan. 'Good, then you 
could teach all seven year 
seven classes by May or June? 
Are you up for that?' 'Yes,' I 
replied, wondering what the 
heck was going on. The fi rst 
lesson had apparently gone 
down a storm imd Mrs Caird 
was prepared to bet the farm 
on the project being a success! 

Was she right? I guess so. In 
the year 2000-2001 I taught 
seven classes, 200 children, to 
play MlniBridge. Everyone 
(well nearly everyone) enjoyed 
it and this year I have 
embarked on teaching another 
year seven. Is it fun? You bet! 



!{rientf{y !Five 
Star 'Bricfge 'Tours 

CRETE 
HOTEL PORTO ELOUNDA MARE (5 star de luxe) 

May 14th-28th Basic cost £945 for 14 nights 
sharing a twin room, on a 1/2 board basis 

Established as a firm favourite with our guests, the Hotel Porto 
8ounda Mare Is set In extensive grounds, with Its own nine hole 

par 3 golf course. Sea bathing from the private beach Is excellent, 
as are the outdoor and Indoor (heated) pools. Each of the spacious 

bedrooms has a stunning seaview (at no extra charge!), and the 
hotel staff display typical Cretan charm. 

Excellent value - check out brochure prices 

AUSTRIA 
LAKE WORTHESEE, PARKHOTEL PORTSCHACH 

(4 star de luxe) May 22nd - June 5th Basic cost £1025.00 
for 14 nights sharing a twin room, on a1/2 board basis 

Voted as the most beautiful of all our venues, the magnificent 
Parkhotel Portschach Is set In 22 acres, on a small peninsula 
which has the lake water on three sides. All of the tastefully 

appointed bedrooms have magnificent lake views (at no extra 
cost). The staff are wonderful and the food Is excellent. There Is so 

much to see and do In this truly delightful country, Including 
excursions to Slovenia, Venice, Vienna, and Salzburg. 

RHODES 
RODOS PALLADIUM HOTEL (5 star de luxe) 

October 16th- 30th Basic cost £795.00 for 14 nights 
sharing a twin sea·vlew room, on a 1/2 board basis 

Each year this award winning, magnificently appointed hotel 
succeeds In living up to our expectatlonsllt Is set In Its own 

extensive gardens, and lies directly on the beach. Considered by 
many to be the finest hotel on the Island of Rhodes, each of Its 
beautifully appointed bedrooms has a marble bathroom, and a 
balcony providing a wonderful view of the sea. In the past two 

years we have found ourselves with a waiting list for this holiday, 
so please do book early to avoid disappointment/ 

CYPRUS 
AMATHUS BEACH HOTEL, LIMASSOL (5stardeluxe) 

November 13th·27th Basic cost £975.00 for 14 nights 
sharing a twin room on a 112 board basis 

Described by many as our flagship hotel, the Amathus Beach truly 
deserves Its reputation as one of the finest hotels In the 

Mediterranean. Following a multl·mllllon pound refurbishment 
programme carried out just In time to celebrate our own 2oth 

anniversary In November 2001 , the hotel has now reached even 
higher levels of excellence. Superb facilities, beautifully appointed 
bedrooms, wonderful food and charming staff combine to make 

this a truly superlative bridge holiday. 

CYPRUS 
AMATHUS BEACH HOTEL, LIMASSOL (5stardeluxe) 

December 21st .January 4th Basic cost £1375.00 for 14 nights 
sharing a twin room on a 1/2 board basis 

With spectacular Christmas and New Year Gala Dinners Included In 
the basic cost, there Is probably no better place to spend the festive 

season! In previous years this holiday has been fully booked at 
least three months prior to departure, so If your are Intending to 

Join us, please do book to avoid disappointment. 

Tour organl181' for each of the holidays above: Five Star Bridge Tours 
Full deWs of 111/lhe above holidays available on request from.®· 

Roy .net Lyn Dempater at:Tan-y-Marlan, Bryn Haldd, 
Uanarm~yn-lal, Nr. Mold, Danblghlhl,. CH7 5TF • 

Tel: 01824 780 530 Fu: 01824 780 830 
.... wwwJivHtarbttdga.co.uk email: LRDempaterOaol.com ..A... 
5,! Bridge llcenHd by the EBU ...... 

,N lle e tzu lse and Btzl .... - .. =-·­

;)anuatz•t 6 t''-13 th 2003. 

Join us for our second year,, on this me'!'orable 
Included are 1 0 excursions m the mornmgs to 

Egyptian sites from Luxor down to Aswa~. 
Then play Bridge in the afternoon and evemng~. 

o days 7 nights FULL board £669.00 
Including all excursions, bridge fees and local 

Brochure from (3tVtdemel 'Btld5e cf1olldll 
5 Tinderiey Grove, Almondbury, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, 

Telephone/ Fax: 01484 432623 
u:_:: :.:: 

Peter and Mary Glanville Invite you 
to Friendly Pairs & Teams events 

Bridge licensed by the EBU 

Lyme Bay Holiday Village, Seaton, Devon - 01297 828800 
April19-26 2002 ..... ~ ........................ £220 .!, 
June 14·21 2002 ............................... £220 
October 4-11 2002 ............................ £220 t 

Also available Friday to Monday at £105 and Monday at £135 

~~ ~1~y;,'0~~~~.~~~ .. ~~~:.~~~~~5~ 01263 344214 .~ 
April 28· May 3 2002 ......................... £170 • · + 
Hotel Central, Weymouth- 01305 760700 
November 18·25 2002 _ ................... £21 0 

TBiiff Includes half-board and bridge fees. All sessions ~smoldrifi.; 
www.bridgewlthpeterandmary.co.uk 

Or contact Peter & Mary, 24 Havelock Road, Southsea, Hanll, P051RU 
Tel: 02392 349708 e·mall:peter@brldgewlthpeterandmary.co.u 

BLUE CHIP BRIDGE 
The Intelligent Bridge Program 

"The best available software ... will certainly give 
a good game ... good fun and excellent val 

Andrew Robson - British International 

• Includes Acol, 5-card majors and Standard · 
English bidding systems 

• Random or biased deals, or specify any or all 
four hands 

• Bidding and playing Tutors offer tips and 
as you play 

• Rate your bidding skill with our Bidding 
Practice feature 

• The Ideal bridge program for players at alllavtl!!ll '3i 

Cost £65 (Inclusive of postage & packing) 
DOWNLOAD A FREE DEMO VERSION FROM OUR .......... me:::: 



Hampsh ire and Isle of Wight 
:TDJ1Jen1tacrae team, which had surprised 
••nooe by dispatching the megastars of 

_,.;,~~ .... , and Middlesex in the qualifying 
perfonned equally well in the final 
for the second time in four years. 
is one of several deals where the 

~delfenclers might have offered our declarer 
option: 

East South 
Bird 

Pass l 'f 
Pass 2NT 

~10 to seduce me into the 
overbid of 2NT and 

;arrived in a poor game. West made the 
normal, but unlucky lead of ~5 and I won 
:wttb the ten. After a club to the king and 
ace ind a spade return, I could win in 
daiinmy, cash the + Q unblock the 'I A and 
dHr the clubs. That was nine tricks. 
~ instead that East allows 
dUDimy's + K to win the trick, giving no 
l:iUe that he holds the ace. I would surely 

to the ~A and lead a club to the 
That would be one down, whether 
I took both top hearts before play­
second club. 

next deal, too, East might have 
our dedare.r a losing option: 

Pass 
2t Pass 
4t Pass 

David Bird 
picks some hands 
his side got away 
with on the way 
to winning the 

Tollemache 
right. Annoyingly, Roger Jackson kept out 
of it against Steve Lee and me (2+ - 2+, 2~ 
- 4~) and I was expecting to lose imps 
when all three chances failed. 

The + 5 was led against Dave Huggett's 
spade slam. The three was played from 
dummy and East had to guess whether 
the lead was a singleton or from KJ5. In 
the latter case he can win with a middle 
spot-card, which would leave declarer 
with no chance on the lie of the cards. East 
eventually won with the ace and returned 
a club, hoping that his partner held a sin­
gleton. Huggett could then take the extra 
chance of ruffmg down the + K. When this 
proved successful, no diamond finesse 
was necessary. 

Suppose East returns a diamond at trick 
two (admittedly an inconsistent defence 
after rising with +A). Declarer would then 
have to decide immediately whether to 
finesse or to rise with the +A and play 
for the combined chances offered by 
hearts and dubs. It would be a dose 
decision. 

At another table Hampshire's Berry 
Hedley Jed a trump against the slam, 
giving declarer no chance. 

Hampshire started their final match 
against the second-placed Warwickshire 
team knowing that anything but a 0-20 
loss would be good enough to win the 
event. This was the first deal we played at 
our table: 

N/S Game ~ K10 9732 
Dealer East 'I 9 6 

• 10 63 
+ 92 

~ AJB64 .. • Q 

: ~42 ~~~ : ~:: 
+ KJ 64 V + Q108753 

West 

tt 
P~ss 
r~ss 

North 

• 5 
'f KQJ107 
+ AQJ8 7 2 
+ A 

East 
Auchttrlonit 

I' ass 
P~ss Pass 

Pass ... 
5+ 

South 
Huggtll 
t• 
3'f 
4. 

How strongly would you bid that mas­
sive South hand? I rebid 3'1 and passed 
Steve Lee's 4+, trusting him to advance 
with one key card. I was very relieved to 
find the unhelpful dummy ... until the +K 
dropped singleton! 

Dave Huggett carried the bidding fur­
ther - I am well known for my caution -
and arrived in the diamond game. He won 
the club lead with the bare ace and 
attempted to steal an entry to dummy (for 
a trump finesse) by leading the '17 to the 
nine. East won with the ace and returned 
a dub, ruffed by South. What now? 

If hearts are 3-3 declarer can reach 
dummy with a heart ruff to finesse in 
trumps. He may succeed also when West 
has a doubleton heart, since he can ruff or 
overruff the third round and again take a 
trump finesse. East had shown up with a 
fair number of points already, however, 
and Huggett took the winning view of 
cashing the trump ace, netting a splendid 
+600. 

Did you spot how this deal fits into my 
theme of giving declarer a losing option? 
Suppose East is inspired enough to let the 
• 9 win! Declarer will surely take a trump 
finesse and go one down. 

At another table Steve Preston led the 
+ K against 5+, won with the ace. When 
declarer played the 'fK Heather 
Maidment won immediately and tried to 
cash the +Q ruffed by declarer. Preston 
rose with the ~A on the next trick and 
exited with a heart, won by dummy's 
nine. After several tense seconds, and a 
suspicious glance or two, declarer took the 
diamond finesse. One down. 

Tire Hampshire and Isle of Wight winning 
team comprised: Steve Auclterlorrie and Dave 
Huggett, Jeremy Baker arrd Andy Hughes 
David Bird and Steve Lee, Berry and Gralm,; 
Hedley, Heather Maidment arrd Steve Preston 
(npc Guy Lnwrensorr). 

Two points tooi 
many to open! I 

I RUBY Dean, from Coventry, told us 

I this one: 
In a game at her local dub, where 

they encourage beginners, South was 
the dealer and the bidding went Pass, 
Pass, Pass. Then, after much thought 
East said: 'I really carmot open witl; 

I eiglrt points'. 

I 
South chipped in: 'Well, Ilrave only 

eigllt points'. Then North piped up: 
'And I lrave only eiglrt'. 

West laid down his cards. 'We 
n"nnged to ope11 1NT witlr 12-14 
points, so I couldn't opttr could I? I 
Jrave two points too many.' 

1 'You guessed it,' says Ruby, 'West 
was one of our begirrners.' 

I 
I 



••+~••+~• • •+ •+ ++ • ••+• 
• FOR THE BEST •• 
• JOHN BEARD BRIDGE HOLIDAYS 4 
-44 13, DE LA IIA Y A VENUE, PLYMOUTH, + 
44 DEVON PL3411S TEL & FAX: {01752) 221072 t. 
• Website: www.geocitics.com/jbearduk2 •• 
• MASTER POINTS BRIDGE UCENSED DY mE EBU 4 

•• WEEKENDS 2002 FULL BOARD • ... Arr26-28111 Umplcy Stoke H01cl Nr Dalh £149.00FIB • June 21·23"' The Royalllop Pole Hotel Tewkesbwy £1S9.00 FIB • Oct 11·13111 The RoylllHop Pole llotcl Te11.kesbury £1S9.00FIB •• • Nov ft.J()IIo Umpley Stoke llotel Nr Balh £149.00 FIB • •• 
Nov 22·2~111 Poucr Heron Hotel, Nr Winchester £JS9.00 FIB • ... LONGER HOLIDAYS t. 

• SUMMER BREAKS t • 

• The Mnnor House Hotel, Moretonhmnpstead Devon • •• Situated In 40 acres or beautiful grounds • ... on the edge of scenic Dartmoor t. Golf and Bridge 9th to 14th June 2002 • 5 nights for only £350.00 Demi-pension •• • The Bay Hotel, Newquny, Cornwall • •• • • The Bay Hotel oca~ples a spectacular location o\'erlooklng t. the golden sands of Flstral Beach 

• • Bargain Week Slh to 12th July 2002 •• • Yes 7 NIGHTS for only £289.00 Demi-pension • 
-44 lndinn Summer Break + 
44 The Heathlnnds Hotel, Boumemouth t .. 
+ Set In a pleasant quiet location, just one road back from •• 
• the clltt top on Boumemouth's famous East Clltt, \VIthln • 

minutes walk to the zigzag trail and cnrr Jill, leading do\Vn to 
-44 the golden sands and promenade. + 
44 29th Sept to 4th October 2002 t .. 
• 5 nights for only £289.00 Demi-pension . •• . , .. , ... , ... , ... , ... . 

. f 
• 

38TH WORLDWIDE FESTIVAL 
OF BRIDGE IN DEAUVILLE 

• JULY 15TH TO 28TH 2002 

15th-17th july: Trophee Lucien Barriere 
15th: Individual, 16tlt: Mixed Pairs, 17th: Open Pairs 

18th-21st july: Open Pairs France Cartes 
22nd-23rd july: Mixed Pairs , 

24tlt A 25th july: Ladies and Gentlemen Pairs 
26th-28th july: Open Pairs SOCIETE GENERALE 

(reseMJedfor plnJ•ers lu the 3rd series aud below) 
26tlt-28th july: Team Tournament Grand Prix 

de Ia ville de Dcauville 
Dridgevlslon: 18th-27tlt july 

• Bridge will start at 3pm preclsely • 
• Special hotel for competitors • 

IIOTEL NORMANDY IIOTEL ROYAL IIOTEL OU GOLF 

Tel: 0131 98 66 22 Tel: 0131 98 66 33 Tel: 01311414 00 

fax: 0131 98 66 23 fas:: 01 31 98 66 ss fas:: 01 3114 14 01 

11/B, 1 per: 188€ 11/B, 1 per: 188€ 11/B, 1 per: 157€ 

11/B, 1 per: 277€ 11/B, 2 per: 277€ 11/B, 2 per: 24S€ 

1~1 Olt.\1.\TIO~ .\~1> E~TIUES: 

\l;ul;utll" ~adinc Ansay, 
S I lid d'ault·uil ').! 100 lloulognc Tcll'ax OJ ·1(, OJ S 1 .!0 

cp~ rf!r;t;t 
Bridge Breaks In the floral town of the North 

Friday-Monday 23rd-26th August 2002 
August Bank Holiday Weekend 

£145 per person 2 nights £185 per person 3 nlgh.ti 
t 

HOSTED BY BRIAN & BARBARA RIMMER 

• Bridge licensed by the EBU 
• AAJRAC/ITC 3 star hotel 
• Tradition of comfort and fine fresh food 
• Hotel affiliated to the Academy Health & 

Leisure club 
• Prizes and local points awarded 
• 'Bubbly' reception first evening 
• Bridge each evening and Sunday morning 
• Organised easy walk on Saturday morning 
• Seminar on Monday morning 

Book direct with Grants Hotel 
Swan Road, Harrogate HG I 2SS 

Tel: 01423 560666 or Fax: 01423 502550 
email: enquiries@grantshotel-harroga te.com 

BRIDGE HOLIDAYS AT t 

J.A ~etu~ '~:;;;;;;: 
-----HmRUMmro-----

Sl Annes, lancashire 
Renowned for excellent food 

and friendly atmosphere! 
Bridge licensed by the EBU 

28th April-3rd May - UlOpp SinaleaWS 

23rd-28th June -1210pp Slncle.WS 

25th-30th August - 1210pp Slnates ws 
22nd-27th September _ 1210pp Slqles ws 

10th-15th November - 1205pp Slnates mo 

BOOK NOW FOR 2003 
Let us arrange your private Bridge Club Holiday! 

Expe_rlenced hosts Alan Beer and Kath M rh . 
1n residence throushau • oo ouse will be 

piCl)ers at our frrsJ n 'sht hi }our stay. Meet tllem and 
cwdials durins p~ay ~ eny reception. Complimentary 

Delicious th • ea or CO('ee each afternoon. 
ree course dmner & coffee 

Free sauna, solarium & Jacuz.:L • 



Spring into a new season ONE DAY 
EVENTS HUBERT PHILLIPS BOWL 

Oosing date for entries 
for the English open mixed 

teams-of-four championship 
is April 29, so there Is still 
time to get In your entry. 

Spring Foursomes 
THE main event, the Provost 
Cup, has become one of the 
toughest matches in domestic 
bridge. It is run on double­
elimination lines over nine ses­
sions, each of 32 boards. Play 
starts at 7.45pm on Friday 
evening, with semi-finals and 
final only on the Tuesday. Not 
for the faint hearted! 

A secondary event, the 
Punchbowl, is open to teams 
eliminated before Sunday 
evening. It has a round robin 
qualifier followed by a mini 
knockout. 

The Hamilton Cup is a more 
relaxed event for teams seeJang 
a game on Bank Holiday 
Monday (11.30am start). Entry 
to the main event costs £236 per 
team. Teams may enter Mon­
day's Swiss teams only for £68. 

Shrewsbury 
Summer Congress 
AFfER two years, and still in 
its infancy, the Shrewsbury 
Summer Congress has proved 

• APRIL 
Women's Trials stage II (final), London 
BGB Spring sim pairs, Clubs s National Finals 
National Pairs and Newcomer 
Coventry 

tilllloMIIV 5 Jersey Congress, Jersey 
Portland Bowl Finals, London 

• M A Y • 
EBU Spring sim pairs, Club~ 
Spring Foursomes, Stra~o~lre Manchester, 
One-day events, Bedfor rsomw'lch 
Crockfords Anal, West B hire and Isle of 
One Day events, Hamps don somerset, 
Wight, Lancashire, Lon ' 
Warwickshire . I finals varioUS 
Garden Cities rew;~ Brom'wlch 
Corwen Trophy, Aberdeen .,.1,._.,." 2 Lady Milne Trophy' 1 

• J. U N E • sournemouth \ 
Spring Bank Holiday Cong~ss, 
Wor1dwlde slm pairs, Clu lch 

C West BromW 
Pachabo up, Championships, I 
European Teams 
Salsomagglore (Italy) d sucks, oevon, 
One day events,Berks ;;st Suffolk, sussex 
Herefordshlre, Northj Fin;! coventry 
Garden Cities Natio~hrewsbury ---
Summer Congress, __ 

to be a resounding success. It 
takes place in the delightful 
17th century Albrighton Hall, 
which is set in 14 acres of 
grounds on the outskirts of 
Shrewsbury. The congress, 
from June 28-30, comprises 
open pairs on Friday after­
noon, followed in the evening 
and throughout Saturday by 
Swiss pairs, with Swiss teams 
on Sunday. Be sure to book 
early to avoid disappointment. 

Corrections to Diary 
SEVERAL dates of events have 
been changed from those 
published in the EBU Diary. 
The correct dates are as 
follows: Corwen Trophy May 
25, 26; Spring Bank Holiday 
Congress (Boumemouth) June 
1-3; Northern Summer 
Congress (Scarborough) July 
11-14; Guernsey Congress 
September 22-30. 

Correction to Yearbook 
THE following events at the 
Summer Seniors and Veterans 
Congress listed in the 
Member's Yearbook 2001-2002 
(page 58) will in fact not take 
place: July 5 open pairs 2pm; 
July 5 open pairs 7.45pm. 

SATURDAY, MAY 11 
Manchester (teams) 
Birchwood Park, Risley­
Megan Taft (01282 692 026) 

Bedfordshire (teams) 
Stevenage Leisure Centre, 
Stevenage - Brian Keable 
(01525 377906) 

SUNDAY, MAY U 
Hampshire and lOW 
(teams) Riverpark Leisure 
Centre, Winchester-
Kathy Vaile (01590 679 673) 

Lancashire (pairs) 
Birchwood Park, Risley -
Megan Taft (01282 692 026) 

London (teams), Queen 
Anne's Court, Greenwich­
Roger Morton 
(020 8643 4930) 

Somerset (teams) 
Webbington Hotel, 

1 Axbridge - Ann Bawdon 
(01275 853509) 

Warwickshire (teams) 
Hilton Hotel, Warwick­
Alan Pagett (0121 TTl 3658) 

A Green Point Event 
Winter Gardens Eastbourne 

5-7th July 
Already the Seniors and Veterans congress is beginning to fill. Last year was only 
the second year for this congress, which has proved to be an instant hit with our 
seniors. Late st:uts, leisurely dinner bre:lks, and not·too-late fmishes make this a 

super English summer holiday in the grond trodition. The 
magnificent formal grutleJl!! are ot their best at this time of the year and the bridge 

programme has been planned so that all the players can enjoy this 
magnificent town and all it has to offer. Accommodation brochw-es can be 

obulined on request from the office of tourism in Eastboume or from the EBU. 
Players have to be at least 51, with a pair's ages totalling 110, to enter the 

Seniors. Both need to be 65 to enter the Veterans 

To enter this event contad lan or Peter on 01296 317205 
Payment may be made by credit card over the phone, 

or simply write to us and we will do the rest 



Come and join us in our beautiful country 
house hotel with spectacular views of 
Dartmoor, well-equipped bedrooms and 
excellent English cuisine. 

Enjoy stimulating Bridge amidst wonderful country­
side, perhaps explore a little and then relax in our 
luxury indoor heated swimming pool, spa, sauna, 
solanum and fitness suite. 

Prices include comfortable bedroom with bathroom · 
en-suite, full breakfast and delicious 3 course 
dinner and coffee. 

Prizes given each evening. 
For full details ring 01626 832476 

2002 BRIDGE BREAKS 
19th-21st April 2002 £145.00 
23rd-28th June 2002 £245.00 

1st-3rd N~vember 2002 £150.00 
15th-17th November 2002 £150.00 

27th December-1st January 2003 £350.00 
(No single room supplements on the above Bridge Holidays) 

Bridge Ucensed by the EBU • 
RAC** Master Points Awarded AA** 

~A 
¥A IJ!Jf!J(1JF, r;~rr ... 

LoomO'J{S.... Y' A ...... A IJ!Jf!J(1JF, !fl~ Jlai'I.£.5 ..• 
~ SHERRY RECEPTION ON ARRIVAL 

EN SUITE ACCOMMODATION 
FUU. ENGUSH BRFAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER 

FULL USE OF LEISURE CLUBS 
BREATIITAKING SEA VIEWS 

ALL THREE HOTELS ARE SITUATED ON THE COASTAL PATH 
&155 PER PERSON FOR THREE NIGHTS 2002 
£167 PER PERSON FOR THREE NIGHTS 2003 

BRIDGE HOSTED BY DAVID AND JUNE BROWN 
1JISCCWE!J{SO~?(g JP'£CIM, ............ . 
POWRRIAN HOJEl. MUWON. CORNWAll. 

OCT 4Tii-TrH 2002 
FEB TrH-torn 2oo3 ocr 3RD-6TH 2oo3 

HANNAFQRE POINT HOTEl. WOE. CORNWAlL 
• APR 14Tii·1TrH 2002 NOV srn-tlrn 2002 ' r. --DEC 2TrH·30Tii 2002 • ~ 

FEB 14Tii-1TrH 2003 MARCH TrH· IOTii 2003 l 
APRIL 13m· 16TH 2003 NOV TrH·IOTii 2003 

BERRY HEAD HOTEL. BRIXIJAM. DEVON 
NOV 24Tii·2TrH 2002 

JAN 24Tii·2TrH 2003 NOV 23RD-26TH 2003 

FREEPHONE: 0800 698 3733 

"Loll!!CWarlow $ridse $~ 
Events arc Fully Inclusive 

RESERVATIONS PLEASE CONTACf TilE JJOTEL DIRECT 
APIUL · l 

5·7th Worthing .£141 v 0 1903 230451 
6-lOth Sidmouth 8511 4 night.s .£185 v 01395 512403 

19-21st Haslcmerc .£140 v 01428 664600 

MAY 
4-7th Nr Harlow Ml 3 nlghu .£195 v 01279 420246 

JUNE 
2·7th Worthing 5 nights .£325 v 01903 230451 
7·9th Nr Rye JRL .£155 v 01797 230651 

28-lst Boumemouth 3 night.s .£165 v 01202 302442 
24·1st Boumemouth ruu. WEEK .£335 v 01202 302442 

JULY 
19-2lst Worthing .£155 1r 01903 230451 

AUGUST 
ll-16th Worthing 5nlght.s .£340 1r 01903 230451 
23·26th Cambridge DSII Dill 3 nlght.s .£216 1r 01223 366611, 
23-26th Latimer Ml 3 nlght.s .£190 1r 01494 764422 

SEPTEMBER 
2Q.22nd Worthing .£155 1r 01903 23o451 

OCTOBER 
11·13th Haywards Heath .£140 v 01444 451565 
25·27th Nr Petersfleld .£150 1r 01730 821521 

28-4th Boumemouth ruu. WEEK .£299 1r 01202 302442 

NOVEMBER 
1-4th Boumemouth 3 nlght.s .£160 v 01202 302442 

8-tOth Cambridge .£176 v 01223 366611 
15·17th Haslemere .£145 v 01428 664600 

FORA 2002 BROCIIURE v 01243 S28950 -'lPS•~~~ 
Lc;m: your Name, Address 11nd Post Code ~rlijc.LiaiUUijtlilf!lll 



ER DHONDY'S SALT LAKE CITY REPORT 

-hour journey just 
much for us 

ftiiii«:S did not get off to a good start for Nicola Smith, Michelle 
Bnl .. =r, Rhona Goldenfield and me when we set off for the 

Olympics in Salt Lake City to represent Great Britain in a 
international competition organised by the World Bridge 

.filldtlonln conjunction with the IOC. 
primary aim was to ~~lp de~on- positive with fewer than three controls). 
the game as a ~mpehhve,. s.enous T~c good lead of a diamond gained us 

one played m a good spmt. Our lOtmps. However, a missed grand on the 
'iiiiindiiY aim, of course, was to try to win last board saw our team lose narrowly and 

~~~~lertes of unlucky events resulted in 
,..._ .• _.__._ 37 hours to reach Salt Lake 

two connecting flights 
..... -·~weather and arrived just hours 
....,.;..--had to sit down at the table. 
il .. livever, the bridge started brightly 

won our two matches that 
• .,_,.,..It was the following day unfortu­

the effects of the exhausting 
up with us and we lost all 

liil"matdleS, leaving us with a mountain 
last day just to qualify for 

day of the round robin we 
on vu-graph. This was a 
both sides needed a big 

to qualify. After eighl of the 
the Austrians led 20-14. This 

• J 754 32 
• ) 2 
• 109 4 
+ JS 

!\"biddiin~ was straightforward: 1'1· 
pass. West led '13, which ran 
the jack and queen, prescrvin.g 
the clubs. Maria Erhardt (East) ts 

llld-odaiu player and I knew that her 
easily have been from ]1 0; ~ence 
prepared to risk the heart finesse 

entry to dummy. It seemed to 
I had to play clubs now in order to 
the blockage problem that I had in 

played the + K and my problems 
when West started thinking. I 

whether she won the trick or 
as the + A was with her and - ··•..t .. ,,, switch to diamonds from 

ducked eventually and I 
'.niWh..o. round of trumps from my 

the queen of dubs, after 
nliiiiMI ... '• be prevented from mak· 

table the hand was play~d 
up (South opened 1 + ~trong 

wtn a 

both teams were out of the event. 
The final was contested by France and 

the USA. There were many wild and diffi. 
cult boards, which we were able to watch 
on vu-graph, including a set where North­
South had four consecutive slams to bid 
and play as well as two others (including 
a grand) in the set of 12 boards. 

After 11 boards of the final the USA had 
built up a 37-21 lead and seemed to have · 
momentum very much with them. The 
twelfth deal swung 23imps- but it swung 
them in favour of France and from that 
point the French dominated the match. 

North- ~ A J 9 8 7 4 3 
South vul. ' 8 5 
Dealer West + _ 

+ Q 863 . 
~ K ~ t Q 102 
'I K107 w ~· A J + Q 9 8 3 2 • + A K 10 7 6 5 4 
+ K975 + 2 

~ 65 
' Q96432 
• J 
+ AJ10 4 

Closed Room 

West North Eut South 
Ktarst d'Ovitlio Osberg &ssis 
Pass J t 3NT Pass 
Pass Pass 
North's super-heavy 3+ was overcalled 

b East with 3NT, where she made 11 
tJcks. In the other room there was rather 
more bidding: 

West North ust 
Willard Mtll:rr Crouitr 
Pass 4+ S+ 
6+ Pass Pass 

South 
Saubom 
5+ 
Obi 

Pass Polss Pass 
. guessing game and whether 

Thts was a · h · th b'd F ch had guessed ng t m e t • 
the ren de end on whether the 
ding . would ess~d right in the defence. 
Amencans ~S bom chose to lead a 
5 th Kern an ' I ou ' North's ace. Rose Me tzer 
spade to 1 b but a heart. Benedicte 
retur~e~ no\~~ ul~ser disappeared on 
Cromer s c t v'tnner a moment later 
d Y's hear ' · d f umm I d one to France mstea o 
and 12imiGs~ Jf course, if East's hearts 
11 to the had been interchanged 
and clubs vould have been suc-
Meltzer's defrce ~u think there is a case 
cessful - butd. ogy + A to trick one? 
for South tea tn 

If a Corn 
Cairdis invite 
comes your 
way, grab it 
o~oY.,,~,~~-~oH~~~o~~~ 

THE Com Cairdis (Cup of Friendship) is 
an annual friendly match between 
England and the Republic of Ireland, 
held this year In Norwich. Each country 
fields three teams, made up of officials, 
county players and club players. 

As a reward for organising the event 
the home county was entitled to nomi­
nate the county and club teams and as a 
consequence there are now a dozen peo­
ple in Norfolk claiming, with no j~stifi­
cation whatsoever, to be internationals . 

The match was completely devoid of 
stress or acrimony. Whether that was 
because everyone was on very best 
behaviour or a result of the ambience 
that the Irish bring with them I couldn't 
say. For the record England won by a 
total of 194vps to 156, but I got the 
impression that we were keeping score 
more to justify continuing the series 
than to prove anything on the day. 

You hold ~1<762 '110 +1074 +Q6542. 
Your partner opens 1+ and raises your 
It response to 3+ - your move. EBU 
chairman David Harris, for the officials, 
bid 4+ spades, but I am sorry to report 
that I did nol 

Needless to say partner has the perfect 
hand and the defensive cards lie well. I 
thought I might have got away with it 
because the Irish were playing a strong 
no trump and I hoped that the opening 
bid might end the auction, as indeed it 
did at one of the other tables. However, 
in our match my opposite number trun­
dled out Stayman and when her partner 
showed spades, raised smartly to game. 

Dealer East • AJ 
Game AU 'I KQ 8 64 

• Q 865 
+ 8 3 

~ K 762 t 01095 
• 10 ~~ 'I A 7 
t 10 7 C .E t AK9 
+ Q65U 

West 

lt 
7 

North 

Pass 

+ K J 10 9 

~ 843 
• )9532 
• )3 2 
+ A7 

Eaat 
1+ 
~ 

South 
Pass 
Pass 

. 

An informal dinner was held on the 
Saturday evening with the Irish presi­
dent, Seamus Dowling, on particularly 
fine form. All in all a most enjoyable 
weekend and anyone given the oppor­
tunity to play in this event in the future 
should certainly take it up. 



UNIVERSITY OF ST ANDREWS 
SCOTLAND FIRST UNIVERSITY 

SUMMER RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMME 2002 
We are pleased to be able to offer again our 
extremely successful Bridge In Competition 

holidays and to Introduce our completely new 
holiday Bridge for the Less Experienced. 

BRIDGE IN COMPETITION I & II 
(3 - 10 August & 10 - 17 August) 

This course Is designed to help players who have passed the 
Ieamer stage to Improve their performance In Dlddlng, 

Declarer play and Defence. It l.s led by a qualified 
Tournament Director who l.s a full member of the English 

Drldge Union Teachers' Assodatlon. 

BRIDGE FOR THE LESS EXPERIENCED 
(20 - 27 July) 

&h':Ulce your stand:lnl to Intermediate or bc}-ond with apert 
guidance and tuition, and ample opportunity to put It Into 

practice. Morning seminars will be on technique In bidding, 
play and defence, ~'Cnlngs playing duplicate. 

Price £449 (per week) inclusive of 
7 nights full-board en-suite accommodation. 

Further information and brochure: 

RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMME ADMINISTRATOR 
University of St Andrews, Admissions: 

Continuing Education, 66 North Street, St Andrews 
Fife KY16 9AH Tel No: 01334 462200 

http://www.st-and.ac.uk/services/summer 
email: fch@st-andrews.ac.uk 

JEPSON'S BRIDGE HOLIDAYS 
24 Greystones Avenue Sheffield S11 7 AZ 

APRIL 1 (EASTER MONDAY)-5 
BEVERLEY ARMS, BEVERLEY 4 nts £208 

APRIL 23-29 
BRON 8AON, CRICCIETH 6 nts £40 + £55 ppn 

JUNE 13-17 
NElSON HOTEL. NORWICH 4 nts £250 plus a1ng1e aupp1ement 

JULY 30-AUGUST 2 
Sf GEORGE HARROGATE 213 nts £170/234 

AUGUST 26·31 
WHITE SWAN, ALNWICK, NORTHUMBERLAND £40 + £48 ppn 

SEPTEMBER 6-9 
MICKLEOVER COURT, DERBY £1951225 

Excellent prizes. Bridge Ucensed by the EBU. ppn =per person, per nigh! 
For a 2002 brochure, please write or ring 0114 2686258 

BEDFORDSHIRE BRIDGE ASSOCIATION 
EBU Green Pointed Swiss Teams 

l .OOpm Start 
Saturday 11th May 2002 

Stevenage Leisure ~ntrc, 
Lyuon Way, Stevenage, Hens, SGI 11..2 

• 
Good modem venue, reasonable parking, ncar J7 AI . 

On site refreshments/bar/snacks/hot meals 
Good range of nearby catering esublishments 

L:lrge capacity playing area, all welcome 
Seven 7 board matches, computer assignments . 

Full ddalls from Brian Kcable 

CLUB BRIDGE PANORAMA 
- {f...tii.U..,o •If'"'! ~ 

Bridg11 licensed by th11 EBU 

BRIDGE HOLIDAYS IN TUNISIA 
Are you still planning your winter brenk for 2002? 
Then look no further? Due to the overwhelming success of playing 
bridge at the 4• Hotel Kantaln Port El Knntaoui, we con now offer you 
two fanrastic dotes, but hurry as there are limited single rooms available! 

This hotel has proved to be one of the best hotels In Port El Kllntaoul 
and voted by Panorama gues!J as a firm favourite, with .excellent 
service, good food and friendly atmosphere not to mention the . 
opportunity to play bridge every night! Why not join us on this relaxing 
and enjoyable holiday? 
• The Cost Includes the Bridge Fee normally £40 

Price starts from just £419 per person based on 1 persons 
sharing In a twin room departing from London Gatwlck. 

Price starts from just per person based on 2 persons 
sharing In a twin room departing rrom London Gat wick. ' 

• The Hotel Kllnta is b:ISed on a Half Board B:ISis 
• Single rooms available for both dntes at an extra supplement 

of £56 for the durotion 
• Other airports available at II supplement 

To Book call/fax John Young on 0148S 600S22 
or call Meefy Lee dlred at Panorama Holidays 

on 08707 SO SO 40 

\1~/.o~ H~ ~ H.o~ 

The BEST Bridge Congress 
of them all 

If .you are looking for the ideal bridge holiday why not attend 
this, the best and. on.e of the oldest events In Ireland. Staged at 
the U!ke ~otel wtth tts breathtaking setting next to the Killarney 
U!kes, this congress has attracted top International players for 
over 50 years, but also caters for duplicate players of all standards. 
Partners found where possible . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • Championship Pairs Championship Teams 
Mixed Teams Mixed Pairs 

Mens & Ladles Teams Open Pairs all sessions 
Waterford Crystal Prizes for all events 

Bidding boxes used In major competitions 

•••••••••••••• 
The Bridge programme allows ample time to enjoy the 

delights of Co. Kerry and surrounds 
Golf limes ar~lable on the championship course~ at Killarney 

w competitions for congress members. ' 

For jurtl1er details of the Bridge aud Hotel t .1 Jo a 
brodlllre to: ra es wn e r 

' 
170 Dldcfonl Green, Unsladc, Beds, LU7 2TS • Marie Molollcy, Coolick, 

Td 01525 377906 EmaU DrianKcable@compusen·c.com K 1 
Entries atttptcd by email 1 Cllllllllill, Killnmcy, Co. Kerry 

www.bcdrordshlre·bridge-assoc.eo.uk/ for more lnr!Wmap Tel: 066-9764563 
====~~~~~~~~~-



at the Butler scored 
scoring your 

['etfal1®' to win is to get 
Have you ever 

:r...;...ln•·•• thought to what 
a good scoring 

WhiCh scoring 

Chris Jagger, puts the 
case for rimp scoring 

pairs, B and C, sitting 
North-South, and two novice 
pairs P and Q East-West. We 
shall assume the pairs ·are 
always vulnerable. 

Board one is a routine game, 

most reward for origins of the game- many feel 
the aim of bridge ought to be 
making contracts and avoiding 
large penalties (as in Rubber 
bridge), not worrying about 
overtricks. 

In this light let us consider 
the following methods: 

Imps, teams. The teams ele­
ment gives it the purity, while 
the scoring gives some boards 
far too much importance. 

Point-a-board, teams. Gen­
erally a more reliable form of 
scoring, since it has the 
purity of teams, while also hav­
ing equally weighted boards. 
It does suffer from having 
boards too equally weighted. 

Matchpoint, pairs. The pairs 
format is a weakness (albeit 
vastly enjoyed by many, me 
included), while the match­
point element is essentially like 
point-a-board and shares Its 
strengths. 

Imps, pairs (ie Butler pairs). 
This combines the weakness of 
the pairs format with the 
weakness of the imp scoring 
method. (See further on for 
more on the Butler method.) 

Combined scoring methods. 
In order to avoid the unequal 
weighting of the imps system, 
while not making each bo?rd 
too equal, other sconng 
systems have been devised. 
For example, the Pachab~ uses 
a (somewhat complex) miXture 
of point-a-board and the aggre­
gate quotient (I won' t go into 
details but it is an attempt to 
take in'to account the size of the 
scores). While it is not perfect, 
those who argue that t~ey 
don't know what they are aim· 
. for with this method are to tng h . t 
some extent missing I e po~n -
since the skill of any game IS to 
maximise your. scorej;iven the 
method of scormg. (The reason 
this argument would not apply 

need to imps is that the . unequal 
e d . htl'ng of boards IS reduc-boar s we1g ) 

ing the skill element. , 
Another scoring method I vd rra come across is like a r;d~ce 

·- rur imps scale. Essen~ally all f~~ 
IIMI'~>rt·rlrl< on on out one pointt o;n190 and 

. ~ d' f( ce two ,or 0\1" , ining ~0 1 I eren ' 200 or more (it 
notresu~lnJJthreell for·ves a victory point 
~is/aspea;/ ~ctua y tgl f six for each board, 

back to the score ou 0 

which P absentmindedly puts 
but that is the same thing). on the floor. While the team has 
Again this tries to make the lost a game swing, the average 
boards more equal, while score is 440 to E/W, so Q rubs 
recognising that the size of the his hands with glee, gaining 5 
difference should have some imps, B and C lose 5 imps, and 
effect. In fact this system Is P loses 11 imps. 
badly designed, in that you On board two, unable to get 
should be more inclined to bid over his excitement, Q consigns 
non-vulnerable games than a game to the wastepaper 
vulnerable ones, and while basket. A similar result to 
there is nothing inherently board one, but this time with P 
wrong with this it does go and Q reversing their scores. 
against most people's instincts! At this point B and C are 

However, if you modify this already downhearted with the 
to one point for 20-100, two results of P and Q but the 
points for 110-290, and three overall Butler scores stand at 8 
points for 300 or more, you get and C -10, P and Q -6! This is a • 
the excellent 'rimp' scoring startling feature of this method 
system. This method combines of scoring- the best way to win 
pairs and imps quite effective- the Butler is also the best way 
ly. For example, you should to lose the event! . 
bid a non-vulnerable game if it On board three B pulls off an 
will make 50% of the time, and outrageous coup. Opponents 
a vulnerable one if it is 40% or should not have fallen for it, 
better. Broadly speaking It but they did, and uncharncter­
gives out one point for a differ- istically neither P nor Q went 
ence of overtricks or one off in this cold game. B gains 11 
undertrick, two for a partscore imps, C loses 5, and P and Q 
swing (including non-vulnera- gain 5. 
ble game only bid at one table) On board four there are no 
and three for a full game swing prizes for guessing . that C has 
or vulnerable game. This is brought off a brilliancy, 
perhaps the best scoring defeating a cold game. A 
method I know. In the eight- review of the overall scores 
board match we had above, the reveals that B and C have now 
scores are 0, 0, 0, +1, +1, +1, +2, slipped further behind, on -4 
-3, a win by two rimps, and a imps, with P and Q on +4 imps. 
fair reflection of the scores Is there no way for B and C to 
obtained (even if the slam gain? 
swing was actually due to Mffi':nld be surprised at 
superior skill). f llti'~ s, though a few 

I think moving oyer to more rh"inpt ~thought should 
point-a-board competitions (as conVinCe'\rou that it is not real­
in America) would be a ly u~pettecLin fact it is quite 
definite improvement t?.:;tlJe clear"'that-.tllere is no way in this 
game and using a gooj com- format th!!h'ou ~an hope to use 
bined scoring SyPtt!m li~e th~ ,Butle~s (to ,compare two 
rimps would be eveh.better. At pa1rs .slthng opposite ways; 
the same tifl}en think tJie they only compare those pairs 
scoring systemL;}dd] interest 'o sitting the same way. For exam­
the game and I hope \ofC can pie, if you dfiiW"a'match after B 
preserve a variety of sE5g and C~ve similarly~ormous 
systems. card whi!P.P...~: a.\~·ghuy 

I shall end by disosssin~~ negi}t ve card and iS avily 
peculi;!.r _[orm o( s~pn{lg rn~us, th n you w uld pect 
soll}ehmes us~d tJ assess ~h~ · R. ar.d C be arout'd Qle zero 
string~o~pairs Jt ev4nts ltk«; ma k o!" ~e Butl~, p 
th~ Tollem~ch~, lwhe,e fou~ · h~ . ng a 1g plus ahd Q~ big 
p~irs~repre;!enf a te m: th] ;m . f.. 1 
Bt\tle over Jfou,r Ptlirs that 1~, H ev ~,g~ let 9'mpla­
take e average of the 5COres. ce~ Up n next timgu 
received.and-lnfiiltga~th_ljVh v a · ble utfer ' e 
It is "'jiartfcula[!r lnteresltng ~ common re~on for~ d 
when you have two expert Butler is a bad card! 



The EBU Spring .Simultaneou~ 
Pairs events are being held on 
Wednesday 1st May and 
Thursday 2nd May this year. 

You will be able to play in both events as 
there will be d ifferent hands on each day. 
I 

Entry fonns for both events are will be 
enclosed with the March Club Newsletter. 
Please complete and return them to Marian 
Edwards as soon as possible if your club 
wishes to hold heats of one or both events. 
Alternatively, you can enter directly by email 
to Marian, 
(MarianREdwards@btopenworld.com) but 
please give all the details requested on the 
fonn . ' · 

Non-EBU members are welcome to 
participate in this competition. 

Scoring will still be overall but you will be 
able to enter your results by computer direct­
ly to the Ecats website if you wish. Those 
clubs who don't have computer facilities can 
send their results to Marian in the usual way 
and she will enter them for you. Thirty two 
hands will be available for play for each day, 
dealt at random by computer. 

Please note that each heat must 
have at least THREE tables in' 
play and each player must play 
at least EIGHTEEN boards. The 
entry fee (including VAT) will be 
£2.50 per player, payable when 
sendi~g in the club results. 

Detailed instructions will be sent to 
participating clubs in Apri l together with 
sufficient copies of the hand commentaries to 
give each player at the end of play. 

The commentator for both events is Brian 
Callaghan. 

The Royal Pier Hotel 
Dlmbcck Road, Wcston-5uper-Marc, Somerset 8523 2PJ 

Td : (01934) 626644 Fax: (01934) 624169 
• DUPU CATE BRIDGE IIOUDAYS IN WESTON-SUPER-MARE 

The Jlotel offers \\llndedul views 0\U Weston Bay to Exmoor and Wales 
and all rooms are en suite. Gary Wi&lf3le and joy jemm 11ill be )llUr hosts and \\ill 

hold bo~1 pairs and tc:am e\'ellts 11ith prizes and EBU Master Points. 

n1e Jlotel offers 4 nights accommodation 11i~1 bre:!kfast each morning. dinner each 
e\-enin& and I Sunlby Roast Can-ery Iundt nu:re \\ill be I Sherry rteepllon on Wedneslby 
e~'elllnz and afternoon le:l 11iU be sm'al during the aliemoon bridge sessions. Bridge Is 
held each e\'elllng for Wednesdly and e2d1 afternoon from Thursd3y. You may plly as 
much or IS lit~e IS )llU 'llish. Partners and tc:am mates 'llill be pro1ided If required. 

If )llU 111lUid prefer Ia bke 1 shorter break then you 1112y arri1·e at any stage during the 
holiday. Prices for a shorter break can be obUJned from ~1e llotcl. \'ou may also 

extend )llur stay at d~ler end or the holiday at a reduced rate. 

1be dates an: as follo'II"J: 
Wed 3nf - SUJJ 7th july A Wed 4th -Sua 8th Srptcmbcr 1001 

4 alpll/5 days Just £199.00 Stay CJtra alpU for Jual £17.50 pp BAB 
Sla&Jc roomaupplcmeat SIO per penoa per aipL 

Bridge lictnSCd b)• the EBU 

Pleue c:all the llotd oa 01934 616644 to book oUor a brochure. Please call joy 
01934- 6Z7018 or Gary on on96 566693 11ith a query rtpnllng the bridge. 

IN the early hours of January 26 hislo~ was 
made as the millionth board was played m the 
EBU Online Bridge Club! It was board nine of the 
Weekend Buller-scored pairs competition. The 
scoring for this competiti?n is slmila.r to ~at for 
teams play and is weU sutted for online bndge. 

I should be clear in defining that this was the 
millionth lime that a board had been produced 
onscreen for a table of four players. That means 
that there have been 4,000,000 
occasions that a player has 
played a hand of cards. This 
sobering thought leads me to 
contemplate that if it takes 
seven or eight minutes to play 
a board, then about 30 million 
minutes have been spent play­
ing bridge in the online club, 
which is half a million hours or 
about 20,000 days or about 57 
years of non-stop play! 

As it happened both pairs, 
caught playing at 1.20am, 
when the club is still a hive of 
activity, are regular online 
partnerships. 

East and West were Eva De 
Mercur, of London and Roger 
'Pirate' Waddington of 
Manchester. North and South 
were Azad Mahomed of 
Harrow, London and Phyll 

ByBmle~ 

' Pandora' Norris of Loilgh­
borough. 

Each of these four players 
wins a year's free memberShip 
for him or herself and for a 
friend introduced to the dub. 

Here is the board: 

North played in 3NT at 26 of 
the 27 tables. With North deal­
er and not vul against vul, I'm 
sure that the bidding of l NT 
raised to 3NT would have been 
repeated at most of the other 
tables. The most successful 
lead for East was ~9 (three 
tables) and the least successful 
lead was a club (five tables). 
One East found the +10 lead 
and Eva, like the remaining 16 
Easts, led a heart. · 

Azad ducked the first heart 
and took the second in dummy 
with the king. He played three 



dubs, but Pirate thre'v ~3 
, ,..IIIIUIIR- encouraging) on the 

round. Azad cashed a top r.-..... n and ducked another 
10. 

cashed the boss +J and 
a spade through for Pirate 

mllect his two tricks there 
aane off and a Simp swing to 
IW.Only 12 out of the 26 pairs 
IIUide 3NT for a NS swing of 
~ (the datum score for 
~n being+ 150 toNS) 

SO, who are the four players 
Who were staying up late? 

1 play online bridge when 
my husband is asleep,' Eva 
tDid me. Having a family, she 
Is able to play at her local dubs 
~ once or twice a week. 
NoW she can play at times to 
lliit herself. Eva lives in 
Central London and has been 
P.laJing bridge for six years at 
the Young Chelsea, 
Wimbledon, London Medical 
~ Highgate bridge dubs. 
... joined the EBU Online BC 
In tl1e summer of 2000 and is a 
~Dander member. 
t:..._Roger also enjoys playing 
._ at nighl He appreciates 
the ftexibility of being able to 
Pay whenever he wishes, 
~ly when he works 
~shifts. Roger has been 
~ for the last year or so, 
~.has been a denizen of 
-..e's 0' The Barn, 
Whitefield, Manchester and t:;' for the last 15 years. A 

months ago Roger, with 
~r partner from the 
.-....e club, David 'Luigi' 
~ of Leicester, won a one­
~ Point Swiss pairs at 

EV rough. 
,.,..:::d Roger are a regular L.----......... hi~·p that.~as play~~-~~ 

other regular online partners 
while Phyll and Azad ar~ 
found together most of the 
time they play in the dub. 

Azad lives with his family in 
Harrow and has played at 
Edgware and the 77 bridge 
clubs for the past nine years. 
He told me: 'I've been playing 
online bridge since March last 
year. It's the best thing that 
could happen to bridge lovers 
as it is like bringing the dub 
home! Play whenever you like, 
as many boards as you like 
and with players all over the 
world. A great way to 
improve.' 

Phyll started to play bridge 
when stationed in Dortmund 
about 1970. ' I bought a little 
book by Foxy from the NAAFI 
to get me through the 
social I rubber bridge scene 
and the weekly duplicate in 
the officers' mess. After a 
break during nurse training I 
took it up again when I 
returned to BAOR in the late 
70s. I settled in Loughborough 
in 1985 when my husband 
retired from the Army and 
play at the Town Club and the 
University. 

'I took up online bridge 
when MacDiamond (with her 
inimitable enthusiasm for 
everything) chivvied me to try 
it. I joined with the founder 
members, but then didn' t play 
for several months due to pay­
ing for phone time per minute, 
until I eventually committed 
myself to a free time anytime 
package _ why did I wait so 
long? I have played with some 
terrific characters, laughed at 
the ingenious aliases, met 
many wonderful people and 
made some great new friends.' 

All four players attended the 
EBU Online one day Congre~s 
at West Midlands . BC . tn 
January. It was the first lime 

Phyll and Azad had met each 
other after many hours online 
together. 

Returning to the deal, some­
one suggested that if East leads 
a spade and West ducks it and 
North takes and leads a spade 
back and West cashes his four 
spades, then North may be 
able to engineer a compound 
double squeeze for the rest of 
the tricks. 

Unfortunately it's not quite 
there, but that would have 
made it a really remarkable 
deal! 

* * * * * The second EBU Online one-
day event was held at the West 
Midlands Bridge Club at 
Solihull on January 13. Jim 
Corbett and Lou Payne pro­
vided magnificent trophies for 
the winners of each of the two 
sessions of pairs. The Corby 
Cup was won by a whisker by. 
Ian Mitchell and Sue 'Smaxi' 
Maxwell (both Aylesbury), 
who were just ahead of Victor 
Ridding and Roger 'Pirate' 
Waddington (both Man­
chester). The Lou P Shield was 
won by Linda 'Lindy' Quigley 
(Harrow) and Graham Dolan 
(Cambridgeshire), who scored 
72%. 

More to the point, it was a 
great social occasion. In the 
Online Newsletter Jim com­
mented: 'It was nice to put 
faces to names again at 
Solihull, which is always an 
enjoyable pastime, and . there 
were many new faces with 
some real surprises. But what 
was really a bonus, I found, 

Roger Waddington 

Eva de Mercur 

was the cheerful, friendly 
atmosphere around all the card 
tables. Why, they even let me 
revoke once without calling the 
director. Why don' t we always 
play like this?' 

The Sunday Soiree at 
Solihull for the Corby Cup and 
Lou P Shield has now entered 
the prestigious stage to be 
fought for annually and used 
as an opportunity to renew 
friendships once again. Maybe 
it will one day outrank the 
Gold Cup for its popularity 
and sense of achievement 
among the peers of Internet 
bridge. 

Our thanks to the WMBC for 
their hospitality and excellent 
catering. Photos of the occasion 
are now on the web site in the 
EBU community section. 

* * * * * BACK online the winner of 
the annual leader board com­
petition for 2001 was Deiter 
Laidig of Germany with a net 
+8026imps over the year! 
Second was Peter Millar of 
Sark with +603limps and then 
Frances Oestricher of London 
with +5567imps. The best aver­
age of 1.53imps per board was 
achieved by Velizar Petroff of 
Bulgaria with +4340 imps after 
2842 boards. 

Eric Nolf (Life Monster) of 
Fife, Scotland, Peter Millar and 
Sue Page (Harrison Gray) of 
Worcestershire won the 
October, November and 
December competitions res­
pectively, while the new year 
saw Frances Oestricher take 
the first month! 

TALIBAN TALE FROM SURREY .. 
. versation picked up by Jan 'What's your email address pard, so we can 

AN onhne con arrange another game sometime?' 
Chlgnall ?f ~urrey~vhat was happening and 'I don' t know my email address -I have to 

'I dldn l now b d to help me out when ask my husband!' 
had to gel my hu~ a; 1 didn' t know what to 'Why, is he In the Taliban or something?' 
my computer eras ae · ' No, he's In the kitchen!' 
~nl' 



London 
Metropolitan 
Bridge 

with the 

ENGLISH 
BRIDGE 
UNION Association present a 

on 
Sunday 12th May 2002 

l .OOpm at 
Queen Anne's Court, 

University of Greenwich 

7x7 Board Matches 
Chief Tournament Director; Stephen Brown 

Entry Fee .£17.50 per player 

En~ fortn's &om·; 
Roger H Morton. . . 

43 ,Banstead Road South . · 
·sutton · Surrey SM2 5LG 

'. ·Tel: 020-86434930 ·. I. 

Email~ ?rhl.m'Onon@cableinet.co.uk · · 
. · ··.Web: ~ttp://wWW.metrobridge.co.u~ ' .. 

) 

Notts CBA & D~rbyshire CBA 
and the EBU present a 

GREEN POINTED WEEKEND 
at the 

East Midlands Bridge Centre, 
The Old School, Chapel Street, Spondon 

Derby DEll 7JR 
on 

27-28 JULY 2002 
Swiss Pairs - Saturday, I pm 
Swiss Teams - Sunday, I pm 

• Entry fee £38 per pair, £70 per team 
, • 7 x 7 board matches 

• Prizes to top I 0% of field 
• LEVEL 3 licence 
• ChiefT.D. J.B.Guy 
• ,,_. green point per match won 
• Excellent catering 
• On site parking facilities 
• 4 '12miles jnc 25 M I on A52 

towards Derby 
• Map available on request 

For further details contact 
Keith Rodaers, 116 Greenhills Road, Eastwood, Notts, NG 16 lFR 

Telephone: 01773 530764 Fax: 01773 534505 
Email: kelthrodgers@easynet.co.uk 

• 
THE RIVER PARK CENTRE 

WINCHESTER • + START TIME 1.00p.m. FINISH approx 9.00p.m. • 

•• £70 per team 

+ •• •A" Flight Open to all players- Level4 • 
• •• "8" Flight All players below the rank of National 

Master and must Include at least 2 players below + 
rank of Regional Master- Level 3 

+ •• Choice of food available, book with entry 

+ All entries and enquiries to Congress Secretary: 

•• 

•• • 

Steve Howell 
April Cottage, 42 Brown Candover 

Nr Alresford, HANTS 5024 9TN 
Tel: 01256 389459 

• • • • • 

DEVON 
COUNTY ~BA & THE EBU 

• 

GREEN POINT SWISS TEAMS 

' 

SUNDAY 16 JUNE 2002 

At 1.00pm 

• 
• 

I • 

• 

THE RIVERSIDE LEISURE CENTRE 

Cowick St Exe Bridges Exeter 

* 7x7 Board Matches 

* Prizes & Green Points To EBU Scale 

* Licensed Bar & Cafe open from noon 

* Level 3 Conventions 

* Easy Wheelchair Access 

* Free Parking at rear of Centre 

* Cost £17.50 per player 

Enquiries & entry forms from: 

Terry Cannon 
1 0 Crossingfields Drive Exmouth ' 
Devon EXB 3LP Tel: 01a95 266448 · 



at'~ ...... ~.!:..en going on? 
Roberts, from Southport 

rested from bridge for more than 15 years 
take it up ag~in about a year ago, partly 

Dlr.atkl.n for my rehrement and partly because 
!'lnaxaraJgerneJ:tt I received from my wife, who 

thoustlllt it a pity I had given up on a game 
illniouiSIV loved so much. 

... , ,,.. .... D .. ""'""''r of oldeJ:t times has remained 
uu,,u .. ~·the intervening years and has given 

;.iiriJ!!ntyof encouragement and advice, and when 
iiiilrlng me has shown much patience with my 

struggling with rus ty skills. Playing 
therefore been a relatively painless 

liiii~IICI! - at least for me! 
has been going on over the last 

15I1iilrs7 I suppose the biggest change 
noticed is the use of bidding 
there's no doubt that these are a 

iii~UIIlplrovem.ent on the old ways. The 
ft!lp:d of play also seems to have 
l!ij~!!Cf. Perhaps my memory doesn' t 
•~e::11111! well, but if in my previous 
~·)IM::arJI\ation you managed to make 

obtain that extra trick by a 
you were on to a good 

---~~ ...... v it seems that if you don' t 
the throw-in you' re on to a bad 

part of the baggage that 
but for the life of me I 
why players feel the 

at their partners for supposed 
~ .... =a at the end of a hand. You know 

on to a good score when your 
!!!_1DpJione!llts are still arguing about the 

Why they don't realise this 
Let me give an example. 

and current regular partner and 
in last summer's Biarritz pairs, 

!MIIftllltconsisting of three 30-board ses­
of the 288 pairs who took part 

~1111101112the best in the world. We had 
first session, but the second 
for us, the best ever in such a 
in that we took first place 

The third session was less 
in that we managed only 51~' 

us a final position of 91st. Th1s 
should have been much better, 
too many mistakes and these 

c,.~::"'~• pointed out to me in no uncer-

.;.n-... q~ite miserable we joined table 
our last two boards of the 

there were two famous 
been seeded to the heavy 

and after the second ses­
Ja..._,_..._~~~ the running fo~ a .to~ 

obviously contained points of contention 
because they were still arguing about 
them when we arrived at the table. 
Anyway, this miserable person sat down 
with three other miserable people and, 
sitting East, picked up this hand: 

oeiiersouTh;--1 South passed, part-
1 N/S Vul 1 ner bid 1+, North 

U 
K 1 3 I passed and I bid a bold 

¥ 1 6 three no trumps, which 
+ K Q s s 2 was passed out. South 
+ Q J 10 was on lead and I took 
---_...j the chance to take 

another look at the bids lying on the table. 
Horror of horrors, there on my right was 
not a pass but a bid of 1• by North. In my 
misery I'd obtained tunnel vision and con­
jured up a pass from him instead of a bid. 
This was an awful moment for me as there 
was not even time to sacrifice a passing 
goat in the hope that partne: would come 
up with three to an honour m hearts. 

But the gods were smiling on me, or at 
least damning the opposition for the 
arguments they'd been having, for what 
appeared on the table from South was the 
+5. Here's the fuJJ hand: --

+ 1084 
¥ AKQ953 . -
+ K843 

+ A7 ~ + KJ3 
• 104 ~~ . 16 

+ AJ109643. + KQ852 
+ 52 + Q JlO 

+ Q9652 
• 872 
• 7 
+ A976 t..-----

A the top prize for the event was £2,~ 
I as~ume North's withering look ?t ~s 

onveyed enough to show h1s dis­
partner c t the lead They didn't even 
pleasure a · h · But the 
bother to argue about t IS one. th 

. . well made. If North and Sou 
ho;;'t 

1~ been arguing about the previous 
a ~0 l' m sure that South would have led 

boar s A . ful expensive mistake to 
a heart. I pam de; if they learned the real 
make, but won 

lesson? . wonderful game that 
Bri? ge IS a y aspects: technical skill, 
~nt::uns so man 

presence at the table, the ability to play 
under pressure - particularly in a big 
tournament - and the ability to play suc­
cessfully with a partner. But why is this 
latter aspect so seemingly difficult for 
many people to achieve? It can' t make 
sense to make partner feel bad before he 
or she bids and plays to the next hand. 

In an experiment to assess how people 
react to mood, two groups were given a 
relatively straightforward problem to 
solve, involving some tacks, a candle and 
a box. One group was first shown a TV 
comedy, while the other was shown a neu­
tral program. Only 20% of the neutral pro­
gram watchers solved the problem within 
10 minutes as against 75% of the comedy 
watchers•. 

I'm not suggesting that partners should 
tell each other jokes or jump on to the table 
and do a song and dance act before each 
hand, but what they should not do is 
make partner feel bad. It's in your own 
bridge interest to play opposite a partner 
who feels good. 

So, how can this be achieved? WeiJ, here 
are my rules. 

Q It's your duty to become as technical­
ly proficient at bidding and play as lies 
within your capabilities or within the pro­
ficiency level that you and your partner 
wish to achieve. 

Q Reading books, magazines and arti­
cles on the game can bring this about and 
taking advice from people who can 
explain, to your satisfaction and under­
standing, why a particular bid or play is 
correct. None of this should be attempted 
at the table! 

Q The bidding and play of your partner 
will be better by a significant margin if he 
or she enters a round feeling confident 
This can best be achieved by giving out 
praise during a session for a good play or 
bid. Recriminations should be left to 
another day. 

I'm sure there is more to these simple 
rules than outlined. If bridge is to become 
a sport of the mind then we also need sport 
of the mind psychologists who can guide 
us on how to perform to the best of our 
abilities and how we can help our partners 
perform to the best of their abilities. 

We all enjoy playing against strong 
opposition and getting optimum scores, 
but it needs more than technical skill to 
achieve this. I'm optimistic we can get bet­
ter, but we need strong direction. How 
about a s tudy into the psychological 
aspects of the game? Is there any chance of 
getting Lottery money spun towards this 
cause? 

• Mind Sculpture by Ian Robertson -
published by Bantam. This is the best book 
I've read on psychology and one that 
doesn't need any particular scientific skill 
or knowledge to appreciate, understand 
and enjoy. It might even help you become 
a more tolerant and understanding person 
as a result. 



Ten things you need to 
know about revoking 

REVOKING is one of the more embarrassing things to 
happen to you at the table. The low is complex o~d you 
should always colt the director because the penalties ore 
not as obvious or automatic as they may seem. But here 
ore some guidelines to help: 

1. Has the revoke been estoblishedi If you foil to follow 
suit you ore on the way to revoking, but it is not estab­
lished until either you or your partner ploys to the next 
trick. It con also become established if there is a claim or 
concession. Once it- is established then penalties will hove 
to be paid. 

2. Suppose you notice that you have foiled to follow suit 
before the revoke is established; then you must correct 
your revoke by playing o legal cord (low 62A). Any other 
cords played to this trick by other players may also be 
withdrawn, but your offending cord will be o penalty cord 
to be played at the first available opportunity. 

3. 1f you draw oHention to your partner's oHempt to revoke 
by doing such things as saying 'No hearts portneri' or 
looking shocked and refusing to tum your card over, then 
not only are you guilty, in the second case, of breaching 
the proprieties, but you will also hove established the 
revoke anyway. You may never ask partner if he has cords 
in o suit when you ore defending. 

4 . Suppose the revoke occurs at trick 12, then it must be 
corrected if it is noticed before the hand is complete and 
returned to the board. 

5 . A zero trick penalty: One reason for calling the direc­
tor is that the penalty for revoking con be nil, one or two 
tricks, depending on the circumstances. Suppose the 
opponents ore in 7NT. You revoke during the play, but 
declarer makes 13 tricks anyway. There is no trick penal-
ty. 

6. A one trick penalty (but it could be two): Suppose the 
offending player does not win the revoke trick, then if the 
offender's partner wins that trick or the offending side wins 
any subsequent trick, one trick is transferred to the non­
offenders after ploy ceases; also, if on additional trick was 
subsequently won by the offending player with o cord that 
he could legally hove played to the revoke trick, one such 
trick is transferred to the non-offending side. 

7. A two trick penalty: The offending player wins the trick 
on which the revoke occurred, then after ploy ceases the 
trick on which the revoke occurred, plus one of any sub­
sequent tricks won by the offending side, is transferred to 
the nan-offending side. 

8 . Two is not enough: You ore playing in 3NT. You hove 
o suit of AKQxxx opposite xx and they break 3-2, but you 
hove no entry to the long suit. Now if your opponent 
revokes on the third round the effect con be to deprive you 
of several tricks. The director has the right to restore 
equity; that is to decide that two tricks is on insufficient 
penalty. He con do this by assigning the correct number of 
tricks or on artificial score if the position is so complex that 
o score cannot easily be determined. 

9 . As if one revoke isn't bad enough, suppose you do it 
again in the some suit a trick or two later. In that situation 
there is no further penalty. 

l 
1G.Is it ever too lotei Yes. If the non-offending side has 
picked up the next hand and mode a cell then it is too late. 
It is also too late if the revoke is first noticed when the 
round is over. 

Solution to the February competition: 
which hand should West have for these sequences? 

HAND 1. GJme all. ·. . 

West East 
1+ 
1~ 

(a)~ Q54 
\' AQ73 
• K98 
+ 982 

2t is the fourth suit. It doesn't show dla· 
monds: It simply says that West has 
enough values to commit the partner­
ship to 2NT, but without any obvious 
bid available. West should not use the 
bid just for the sake of It when he has a 
natural bid available. 

With (a) West should bid 2NT, show­
ing the diamond guard and 10-12 hcp. 

(b) is correct. West Is too strong for 2• . 

(b)~ Q54 
\' AQ732 
• 876 
+ K9 

(c) ~ 87 
\' AQ732 
• 872 
+ KQS 

The hearts are not good enough for 3• 
(or, for that matter, for 2• ) and he law 
the fourth spade for a raise to 2t : · ' 

With (c) West should assume that a 
partner who chooses to bid two suits 
rather than open or rebid in no trumps. 
has five cards in the first suit; henee he 
should jump to 3+ . KQ5 is excellent 
support for a five-card suit. 

llANO 2. Love all. . ·: · , · . · . 

West 
1+ 
1~ 
2NT 

(a)~ A1093 
• J 
+ AJ876 
+ K87 

The fourth suit asks partner to describe 
his hand further. If partner has enough 
values to justify game he should avoid 
making a minimum response. 

(a) Is correct. West assumes that East 
has the values for 2NT without a club 
guard. bl that case he wants to play in 
2NT. 

With (b) West should jump to 3NT. 
With (c) West should bid 2t . This 

(b)~ A1093 
• J 
+ AJ876 
+ KQ7 

(c)~ ]1093 
\' 64 
• AK8654 
+ A 

hand shows that the fourth suit is not an 
unequivocal demand to bid no trumps if 
you have a good guard in that suit. West 
should describe his hand and by far the 
most descriptive bid is 2+, which stress­
es the quality of the diamonds and sug­
gests a sixth card in the suit. A singleton 
nee is not a good guard for no trumps 
because you can never withhold it to dis­
rupt opponents' communications. 

HAND 3. Game all. · · · · . 

West 
1+ 

' U 
2+ 

(a)~ A653 
• KJ + A9876 
+ 76 

With (a) West does not have a sixth dia· 
mond, fifth spade, third heart or dub 
stopper that would give him an obvious 
bid. He must improvise and the best 
available bid is 2• . He might have only a 
doubleton heart, but it is n very strong 
doubleton. 

HAND 4. Game all. 

West East 
1+ 
2+ 
2NT 

(a) ~ 876 
• KQ1072 
+ A3 
+ A87 

With (a) West should raise 2NT to 3NT. 
It is a waste of time repeating the hearts 
because if East has three diamonds, four 
dubs and at least two spades he cannot 
have more than two hearts. 

With (b) West would jump to 3• (non 
forcing) on the second round, showing 
intermediate values (10-12 points) and 

And the winners are 

(b)~ A653 
" J8 

. + AKB76 
+ 76 

., 

(c) ~ A653 . 
\' K] 
• AK876 
+ 76 

(b) is correct. 2+ is the least 
misleading bid. 

With (c) West wants to play in game. 
but has no obvious bid available. If the 
fo~rth suit is a minor it is best to play a 
ra1se of the fourth suit (3+ ) to show this 
dilemma. 

. . 

(b)~ 876 
\' KQ10972 
+ A3 
+ J2 

six good hearts. 

(c) ~ 876 
• KQ10972 
+ A3 
+ A2 

(c) is correct. West wants to bid hearts 
on the second round, but is too strong for 
a non-forcing 3• . He uses the fourth suit 
to create a game-forcing auction. If 
partner bids the fourth suit and then bids 1 

on after your minimum response the 
auction is game forcing. 

••• • • 
Open: Jeremy BygoH, Oxford 
Regional: 

• County: 
Bill White, Poynton, Cheshire 
Robin Squire, Hornchurch Essex , . 



ing deals in National Women's Pairs 
Phillips adds a third place 

1rsts and two seconds, but 
rtef and Armstrong win 

~. .... "-~'u"' partnerships contested 
Women's Pairs, one of the 

"''"~·-·-·· ·-~at the Hilton, Coventry . 
...,.,.,,......,,.~ and Rachael Bingham, ...................................... .-................................... ... 

fourth, this was a big board. 
f All Vul -
Dealer South 

Southon 
t 98 

Bingham 

• KQ}932 . -
+ QJ984 

• KQ64 
t 53 
• 106 

A. t A764 
;O.V"~ . A 
'V".A."V" + A 9 6 4 

V + A10 7 S 
• AQ103 
t KJ7 4 
+s 

+ K8753 
+ K63 2 

Pl1illips 
t KQJ102 
• 8 7 5 4 
• QJ 102 
+ -

Phillips passed first in hand and 
Southon opened a wenk 2Y. East doubled 
nnd Phillips raised to 4• . East tanked over 
this and eventually passed. Declarer made 
11 tricks and was quite pleased, until she 
found most other Easts had doubled! 

Second were Christine Duckworth and 
Jane Moore. This is the other hand that 
kept Duckworth ahead of Phillips. 

rL-;;A'ij - Duckworlh - l 
I Dealer West t Q J 9 

• 7 3 
+ K109 
+A 109 7 2 

t A 85 
• KlO 
• 8 7 64 2 
+ 85 3 

.. t 10762 

~A~ : ~;3 
V + K64 

Moore 
t K43 
• AQ 8 642 
+ AJ 
+ QJ __. 

l--- - -----
After three passes Moore opened I Y 

and rebid 3Y over North's 2+ response. 
When this came back to Duckworth she 

JAGGER AND PAGAN 
TAKE MEN'S TITLE 

b and Hunts) and Ian Pagan 
Chris Jagger (Cam s . Ia the salver they received 
(Middlesex) prou~yts~l ~en's Pairs, also played at 
as winners of the a ~~ two came through with an 
the Hilton, Coven~?· hol~ing off the challenge of 
impressive 62.05 (Middlesex) and Kcit~ Denn~tt 
Jeremy Dhondy second and Dnan Semor 

· } I o were ' h' d (Oxfordsh•re ' w l (B dfordshire), who were t Jr . 
..a n :u titi Tcnscn ~ , . ~.. .. .... w nl. 

The winners: Nanette McWhirter 
& Margaret Armstrong 

dedded her hand was just as much use in 
no trumps as 4Y and duly bid 3NT, the 
final contract. When dummy went down 
Duckworth could see hearts might make 
nine, 10 or 11 tricks, so felt she had 
probably made the right decision . 

East led a spade to the ace and the 
return was taken on table with the king. 
The club finesse came next, losing to the 
king. East continued with spades to the 
queen. Declarer tried the heart finesse, but 
that, too, lost. West did not want to lead 
into +AJ or help set up hearts so she 
exited with a club. The two top diamonds 
were cashed next, followed by the rest of 
the clubs. East was squeezed in the reds 
and Duckworth emerged with 10 tricks for 
an 80% score. 

The winners, who led from the second 
session, were Margaret Armstrong and 
Nanette McWhirter. Nanette gave me this 
hand: 

Game All Armstrong 
Dealer West t -

• AJ97 
• 8753 
+ Q7542 

• KQ854 w ~ . 10632 
t JS ~ t Q986U 

• }106 ~ . Q4 
• J63 + 9 

McWhirter 
• A K1073 . -
+ AK92 
+A K108 

McWhirter opened a strong 2t fourth in 
hand a_nd Armstrong bid 2NT, negative. 
South mtroduced her clubs, which were 
raised to four and she then cue bid her 
+A. When Armstrong showed she had 
enough to cue bid her heart ace 
McWhirter bid the good 6+ slam. ' 

The YK was led, won on table and 
declarer threw a spade. She next played 
her three ace-kings, discarding diamonds 
from table on the spades. Now one dia­
mond ruff set up a winner. She played the 
+ Q to draw the jack, returned to hand 
with a heart ruff and discarded another on 
the last diamond, losing just one heart in 
the end game . 
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·-"""'..,. are over 48 boards. 
of England Bridge Club pairs 

was won by Marc Lee and 
with Gill Davies and Mike 
and Chris Frew and Phil 

1~ the Gold Cup the following Avon teams 
a~ tn r-ound two: Phil Green, Robert Glass and 
T1m Bnerley. 

In the Crockfords Cup the teams captained 
by Tony Ratcliff and David Jones are through to 
round four (the last 32). 

In the NICKO the team led by Robert Glass is 
through to round four. 

.In th~ EBU Cyprus Congress the team of 
Mike Elhott, David Jones, Brian Dyde and Peter 
She~ry fini~h~ t~rd in the teams, just 1 vp 
behind the JOmt w1nners, having led for much 
of the 10-round event. 

[ J!eg fordshire =oJ 
www.bedfordshire-bridge-assoc.co.uk 

A WARM welcome to Ron Davis, who takes 
over the responsibilities of county captain from 
Monica Lucy, following her two successful 
years in the post. 

County players have continued to distin­
guish themselves nationally. Brian Keable and 
Ron Davis won the men's pairs at the Year End 
Congress in London. Other leading perfor­
mances came from Monica Lucy and Steve 
Foster, third in the mixed pairs, followed by 
Alan Shillitoe and Audrey Hartley, fifth in the 
same event. 

David Jensen and Brian Senior finished third 
in the National Men's Pairs, with Alan Oddie 
and Ron Davis three places behind. Steve Foster 
and David Woulds won the pairs event at 
Letchworth Congress. 

Support for county events has been variable. 
Another good turnout was recorded for the 
inter-dub teams-of-eight, with 16 tables in play 

presentation there were 
special gifts for Barbara - a 
Valentine token In the form 
of a large decorated brass 
heart and a bouquet of 
flowers. Dick Hayes Is th 
pictured handing over e 
Valentine token and th~ bY 
bouquet was presente 
Jean Tuckers. 

Rowberry and George 
Deacon, winners of the 
club's mixed pairs event. 
John was at the club to 
present the prizes. The 
ladles' pairs winners were 
Anne Sheldon and Shelagh 
Watts and the men's pairs 
winners were Peter Muller 
and peter Timms. 

Next big events In the club 
are the No Fear/Foundation 
teams on April 19 and the 
- · · ---~··•• on Mav 11 

Our other photogntt ht) 
shows Joh~ -~~~'.!!~~ .. ~tA.' 

NEVVS 
and only three teams securing a plus score! 
Result: 1 Milton Keynes A (Ron Davis and 
Lynne Emmett, Amy Cherry and Colin Porch, 
Philip Caves and David Kent, Anne and David 
Gillin g), 2 Leighton Buzzard A (Bob Brown and 
Bob Gillett, Jon Guess and Eric Cohen, David 
Brown and Neil Brearley, Judi and Peter 
Malpass), 3 Milton Keynes B (Linda Tigwell 
and Bill Marsden, David Alsford and Jan 
Wilson, Alan and Sheila Caves, Roger Kerldn 
and David Pritchard). The winners will repre­
sent Bedfordshire in the Garden Cities event. 

However, only nine teams contested the 
county Swiss event, thereby presenting move­
ment problems. Result: 1 Ron Davis, Lynne 
Emmett, Jon Williams and Alan Oddie, 2 Dave 
Willett, Greg Ward, David Woulds and Steve 
Foster, 3 Linda Tigwell, Bill Marsden, Jan 
Wilson and Barry Dudley. 

The county pairs semi-final saw 26 pairs con· 
testing the 14 available final places and the top 
pair by a considerable margin was Dick Bond 
and Roly Wale. Second place went to David 
Pritchard and Roger Kerkin, with Alan Oddie 
and Ron Davis third. 

Diary dates: April 7 county pairs final, 
Woburn 2pm; Apri120 Ampthill men's/ladies' 
pairs 7.30pm; April 25 Cadet pairs fmal, 
Bedford BC 730pm; May 2 AGM and heat of 
EBU simultaneous pairs, Cranfield 7pm; May 
11 EBU/BBA Green Point Swiss teams, 
Stevenage Leisure Centre lpm; 

At the time of writing the March EBU /BBA 
event was selling out fast so get your entry in 
for May very quickly to Brian Keable on 0152.5-
377906 or email BrianKeable@compuserve.com 

The dates of the Bedford Congress have 
changed. It will not take place in July and is 
now planned for August 31 (pairs) and 
September 1 (Swiss teams). 

[ Carnbs and Hunts 
www.cambsbridge.org.uk/ 

SEVEN dubs took part in the David Boston 
simultaneous pairs annual charity event and 
raised £-162 for Camsight, a local charity pro­
viding help for the visually impaired. 
Camsight was proposed as the beneficiary this 
year by the Thursday Club. County secretary 
David Carmichael presented the cheque to 
Camsight's Chief Executive Simon Rogers at a 
recent meeting of the Thursday Oub. 

Gareth Birdsall was in the England under 25 
team that won the Junior Camrose by a clear 
margin and which came second in the Channel 
Trophy. Also capped by Scotland in the former 
was Harold Bergson. Roger Brown was in the 
England under 20 side that won every match in 
the Peggy Bayer. 

Ann Curtin and John Turner won the county 
pairs championship for the second time after a 
10-year gap. Runners-up were Graham Dolan 
and Ben Tarlow, with Joanne Caldwell and 
Kevin Smith third. 

Congratulations, too, to David Richer for 
winning the county individual final. Victor 
Milman was runner-up, with Philip Wraight, 
the county's hard-working tournament organ­
iser, taking third place. 

Chris Larlham (David Kendrick, Fiske 
Warren, Giles Woodruff) won the county's 
Newmarket open Swiss teams on a split tie 
from Peter Burrows (Myra Burrows, Ben 
Handley-Pritchard, Richard Probst). Third 
came Margaret Chaplin (Roger Chaplin, Len 



Scofield, Peter Somerfield). The ascender prize 
was won by Sheila Parker (Maxine Etkin, Rod 
Oakford, Sue Oakford). 

The county knock-out final will be between 
last year's winners, Alastair Brodie (Gareth 
Birdsall, Don McFarlane, Sonia Zakrzewski) 
and challengers Jonathan Mestel (Rod Oakford, 
Sheila Parker, Steve Siklos). There was a shock 
earlier in the competition when Bryan Last 
(David Allen, Kiki Allen, Peter Last) comfort­
ably beat a strong team captained by Chris 
Jagger. 

Cambs and Hunts, (represented this year by 
Roger Gibbons, Catherine Jagger, Chris Jagger, 
David Kendrick, Chris Larlham (npc), Jonathan 
Mestel, Rod Oakford, Fiske Warren, John 
Young) qualified for the Tollemache final for 
the flith time in seven years, fracturing only one 
partnership in the process. Unfortunately, a 
rearranged team (with Julian Wightwick and 
Giles Woodruff added and Roger Gibbons and 
John Young absent) came last In the fmal. 

John Young has recently married Linda and 
is planning to emigrate and live in the United 
States. Congratulations and good luck! John 
recently captained the England Camrose team 
to a convincing win over Northern Ireland. 

Chris Jagger and Jan Pagan won the National 
Men's Pairs. 

Gareth and Sonia Zakrzewski were runners­
up in the inlxed pairs at the Year End Congress. 

[OlanneiiSiand.S .' ~·· I .- • ·• •. 1 
BOTH Jersey and Guernsey, as independent 
islands in their own right, have been invited by 
the EBU to take part in the spirit of friendship 
bridge festival in Manchester, to be held In July 
immediately prior to the Commonwealth 
Games. 

The two islands each send sporting teams to 
the Commonwealth Games itself and will there­
fore be delighted to take part in this prestigious 
event. 

The Guernsey team will oonsist of Margaret 
Allen, Jill Morgan, Mike Allen, Andy Hall, Dick 
Langham and Rudi Falla, while the Jersey team 
will comprise David Hole (captain), Douglas 
Romain, David Friswell, Sue Rankin, Carl 
Harrison, Marion Miles and reserve Cathy 
Hepburn. We wish them every success in a 
tournament which we are sure will foster the 
game of bridge throughout the oommunlty. 

In Guernsey the Sigma Trophy, contested by 
32 pairs, was won convincingly by Jersey's 
Marion Miles and Cathy Hepburn, with Pat 
Merriman and Guernsey's Jan Monachan run­
ners-up. This is the third time in recent years 
that Marion and Cathy have won this tourna­
ment, which always attracts a strong field. 

Guernsey's district mixed pairs was won by 
Dick Langham and Brenda Walker, closely pur­
sued by Mike and Margaret Allen and Jan 
Moi\Bchan and Pat Merriman. Guernsey Island 

Bridge Oub's own open pairs championship 
saw Orenda Walker winning again, this Ume 
with Orenda Uhou. Filling the minor placings 
were Mike Allen and Colin Tostevln and Sean 
Gilpin and Lynne Williamson. 

Guernsey district open pairs saw Pat 
Merriman and Jan Monachan take first place, 
with Margaret Allen and Robert Plumley sec­
ond and Lynda Mildon and Colin Tostevln 
third. 

In Jersey the winter 'cup' was concluded. 
This Is an event in which every contestant has 
to play with a different partner each month 
right through the winter, with the five best 
scores counting. By its nature It gives a good 
indication of all round ability and It Is no sur­
prise that Carl Harrison and Sue Rankin carne 
out on top, their experience and skill showing 
through. It was pleasing to see the next three 
places taken by Gwyneth Fauval, Sue Griffiths 
and Norman le Cocq; all three showing steady 
play throughout the year. 

Also in Jersey the district league teams event 
was completed. Two teams had an equal num­
ber of victories, but on count back of points the 
winners were Kay Johns, Sue Rankin, Maureen 
Nelson and Gill Hall, with the runners-up 
Marion Miles, Cathy Hepburn, Meredith Case, 
Howard Basden-Smith and David Hole. Third 
place went to Marion and Malcolm Coles, Mary 
Houghton and Peter Evans. 

The ever improving and consistent Sarah 
Sutton and Sue LeSueur achieved a highly sat­
isfactory equal first with the experienced 
Maureen Nelson and Gill Hall in Jersey district 
ladies' pairs. Third place went to Audrey 
Moore and Anne Burnett. 

The Jersey district men's pairs brought a 
clear win for David Hole and David Friswell, a 
duo that regularly leads the way. Ken Wise and 
Peter Pitcher were second, with Harold Walden 
and Mike Newman third. 

The final item of news is a sad one- the death 
of one of Jersey's longest serving and hardest 
working members of the bridge fraternity. 
Percy Hembest has over the years been instru­
mental in keeping bridge alive in the Channel 
Islands, not only playing to a high standard, but 
working extremely hard as tournament direc­
tor, scorer and the holder of many positions in 
the district and county associations, including 
an extended term as the long-suffering secre­
tary. He was always ready to play with aspi.ring 
youngsters and give the benefit of his extensive 
bridge knowledge to help promote the game. 

Men of Percy's character do not come along 
very often and he will be sorely missed. Our 
condolences go to his two daughters, family 
and many friends. 

r cornwall . · 1 
www.jkeut.freeserve.co.uk 

THE county association sponsored a very suc· 
cessful weekend seminar with Orlan Senior, 
which was attended by 68 members over the 
two days. Topics dealt with Included elimina­
tion plays, defence, discards and signals, total 
trick count and fit jumps. Parts of the brain 
were reached which hadn't been used for years! 
If only half we learned is employed in the 
future we should all see the benefits in our club 
and county results! Those attending hoped that 
the county would arrange more such events in 
the future. • 

As a result of the oourses held by Jim Barker 
and Rod Dell oongratulations go to the following 
members who were successful In gaining their 
club director's certificates: R Alway, R Bliss, B 
Colvin, R Harrison. P Hyde-Unaker, Mrs A 
James, Mrs J Martin. A Mundy, P Polden, Mrs M 
Quigley, B Relton, D Voller and D Wilman. 

County results: Star Masters 1 Mr and Mrs M 
Kelsey, 2 Mrs V Pitman and H Payne, 3 Mrs P 
Meade and Mrs R Harvey; Falmouth Salver 1 D 
Griffiths and N Grenfell, 2 Mr and Mrs K Keast, 

3 W Der and G Duck; teams of four 1 M Booth, 
C Pole, Mrs P Meade and Mrs R Harvey, 2 W 
Heaton, J Bryant and Mr and Mrs K Keast, 3 R 
Mabley, D Benfield, Mrs J Congdon and Mrs S 
Green; Tredova Cup 1 Mrs D Truswell and D 
Burnett, 2 A Mundy and Mrs C Fielding-Brown, 
3 J Hodson-Walker and A Fitness; Ryley King 
ladles' pairs 1 Mrs L Ashworth and Mrs M Barr· 
Hall, 2 Mrs R Harvey and Mrs P Meade, 3 Mrs 
M Warner and Mrs M Robson, equal 3 Mrs W 
Drown and Mrs M Falconar; Hilda Higman 
men's pairs 1 W Heaton and J Bryant, 2 8 
Benfield and H Jackson, 3 S F Collings and B 
Edwards. • 

Penventon Swiss pairs: 1 Mrs J Congdon and 
D Benfield, 2 Mrs J Fitness and H Payne, 3 B 
Cuff and D Mattos, equal 3 Mrs W Drown and 
Mrs M Falconar. 

The Cornwall Teams of Four Knock-out 
Competition has reached the semi-final stage. J 
Barker (Mrs F Barker, Mrs S John and R Bliss) 
will play K Keast (Mrs K Keast, Mr and Mrs 
ATM Jones), and Mrs M Warner (Mrs J Heath. 
W Heaton and J Bryant) will play Mrs L 
Ashworth (Mrs J Justice, D VoUer and Mrs M 
Barr-Hall). 

Diary dates: April 26-28 Cornwall Friendly 
Congress, Headlands Hotel, Newquay - visi­
tors always welcome (Contact John King for an 
entry form on 01208 815212); May 5 County 
AGM and individual competition, Farmers 
Oub, Truro 2pm (Please come along and su~ 
port your county committee). 

( Cumbria I . ··'; .J~'!d 
INTER-club teams of eight: 1 Barrow, 2 
Keswick, 3 Carlisle (Eden). This result means 
Barrow qualify to represent Cumbria in the 
Garden Cities inter-counties event. 
Congratulations to them. 

The Golden Jubilee simultaneous pairs was 
held at four centres and helped our 50th bi.Jth. 
day celebrations to go with a swing. All com­
petitors received a commemorative pen and 
there were numerous prizes and a festive buf­
fet, with drinks at the three main venues. 

Section winners were: Workington N/S 1 
Tony Parker and John Cottam, 2 John 
Maclachlan and Dorothy Heron, E/W 1 Alison 
Thompson and Alan Rutherford, 2 Ron 
Stephenson and Hilary Addison; Barrow 
(Howell) 1 David Strawbridge and Babs 
Matthews, 2 Unda Murray and Jean Pike, 3 Jack 
Etchells and Bill Hubbold; Grange 1 Mary 
Cooney and Alma Parkinson, equal 1 Geoff 
Maskall and Alison Woodburne, 3 Dick Currie 
and Betty Limb, 4 Dick and Sue Courchee; 
Carlisle (red) N / S 1 Mike Ash and Jeff Brown 2 
Ken Anderson and Rosemary Jackson. E/W 1 
Sylvia Rogerson and Brenda Bullamore, 2 
Dennis Harrison and Donald Hartley; Carlisle 
(yellow) N/S 1 Mike Dunston and Janet 
Sheppard, 2 Geoff and Anne Stott, E/W 1 Geoff 
and Kathleen Bell, 2 Ralph Mellor and Marjorie 
Swan; overall top pairs 1 Mike Ash and Geoff 
Brown, 2 Babs Matthews and David 
Strawbridge, 3 Geoff and Kathleen Bell. 

County pairs championship (Corwen qualifi­
er): 1 Ken Johnston and Jan Reeves, 2 Mike Ash 
and Trevor Duddle, 3 David Strawbridge and 
Babs Matthews. 

Congratulations to Nicole Rhodes and Chloe 
Wright of A ookburgh Primary School. who 
came third nationally In the Schools 
Simultaneous Pairs for MiniBridge with a 
splendid 6439%. 

[ Derbys@..,...re-· .-:---..,...., .. ~. """':; t,...,.gf it?""'~--!1:!11 
DERBYSHl~E county pairs: 1 DOn Smedley 
and John Griffin, 2 David and Mary MarslWI. 3 
Jim Tomlinson and John Walton, 4 Howard 
Morton and Martin Brailsford, 5 Paul Dougan 
and John Cooper. 

ln the final county match of the season. at 
home to Worcestershire, the first team lost 7-13, 



lost 5-15 nnd the third team 
ream finished a creditable 

•ll•mes league, but the second and 
r•.a.t.-t In the lower half of their 

Weekend: pairs 1 W and L 
and J Rood, 3 M Baser and I 

teams 1 W and L Solomon, P 
RSiape, 2 T Avery, E Boucher and 

J Appleby, 3 R Edmondson, B 
and Mrs K Slee. 

eight mmpetition attracted nine 
was pleasing for the county, 

hoped there will be even more 
outmme was nail-bitingly dose, 
vp separating the three leading 
the Exeter team of W and L 

and A Slee, A and J Bailey, P 
R Slape that snatched the victory 
an to represent Devon in the inter­

for the Garden Cities Trophy. 
were Plyrnstock's R Edmondson, 

J Thomas, K Gadd, P Meade, R 
McGrenary and T Hirst, with 

and M Mardlin. G and B Fogg, P 
Humphries, J Edwards and R 

spol 
Petit Congress at Torquay BC: 
pairs 1 G and N White, 2 R 
T Glenday, 3 W and I Hamilton; 

Harriman and J Vajda, 2 M 
E Griffith; Graphic Cup 1 M 

~-1.1na1ors, J Grant and R Jones, 2 K 
Bowles and R Slape, 3 R and M 

G and B Fogg. 
two of the Westma Momiug News 
Slee beat D Oarke, Solomon beat 

or-·,- ·..., beat Waterman. Barton beat 
fi:lllllltlinan beat Edmondson (the hold· 

Glaskin, Hamon beat Lamb 
G Oark. 

match has been played. 
Devon A team of W and L 
and T McDermott won 13-

Beard, D Gilbert, R Levy and 
Congratulations to the A team 

first to inflict defeat on a Dorset A 
team in 17 matches. 

13-14 Torquay Congress, 
Saturday Green Point Swiss 

16 an'e-day Green Point 
~-..&lverskl~ Leisure Centre, Exe 

~~~~~~f events. Call Peter Dowles on 01803 
~~-•-o_n~y problems. 
[ Dorset-_· 
THED - ~ 
F t R orsct Swiss teams championship for the 
~~~s Cosc ~owl, held at Bashlcy, was won by 
~c~ Jowhng, Daphne Philips, Martin Drook 

~n cShn Ackroyd (WBC), with Patrick Cheu 
\nne arples, Mike Organ and Jo Walch 

( VBC) second and Roland Oddy, Martin Hill­
Jones, Deborah Derwitz and Mark Hooper 
(WBC) third. 

, :he Dorset pairs championship for the 
K~lght Cup,, held at Poole, brought victory for 
Miles Cowlmg and Daphne Philips (WBC). 
Secon~ place went to Patrick Cheu and Doris 
Hutchmson (WBC) and third to Gene Hill and 
Jan Green (WYM). Also at Poole was the conso­
lation pairs and this was won by Helen 
Ackroyd and Martin Brook (WBC), with 
Deborah Berwitz and Mark Hooper (WBC) sec­
ond and Reg Marshall and Gordon Barthorpe 
(WBC) third. 

In the final of the Dorset knockout teams 
event Miles Cowling, Daphne Philips, Keith 
Bartlett, Barrie Cantello and Bob Mott beat 
Roland Oddy, Angela Walters, Ray Corrick and 
Dick Grew and now go on to represent the 
county in the Pachabo. 

Diary dates: April 7,14,28 and May 5,26 
Open Swiss teams at Wessex Bridge Centre 
(EBU licensed congress events); April 21 
County AGM and Dorset Swiss teams champi· 
onship for the Gee Trophy, Wimbome; May19 
Dorset Swiss teams for the Udall Trophy, WBC. 
For Dorset events contact Jim Barlow 01202 
429268 or Terry Udall (WBC) 01202 760934. 

[}:sse~ , : · J 
Essexbridge.co.uk 

IN the Year End Congress in London a mod­
icum of success was achieved in the mixed pairs 
by Alan Shillitoe and Audrey Hartley (5th) and 
Sandy and Martin Smith (7th). In the Swiss 
teams, against stiff opposition, Bob Hair, Paul 
Spencer, Marc Chawner and Phil King did well 
to finish third, with Peter Oake, Ray Cornell, 
David Clark and Alan Green not far behind in 
ninth. 

In the Ladies National Pairs Beryl Kerr and 
Rachel Bingham (London) did well to finish 
fourth against a s trong field. . . 

Congratulations to Tony Ph1lpott for attam· 
ing the level of Grand Master. . 

The Helliar Trophy, one of our maJO~ te~ms 
competitions, is open to clubs, who are !nVlled 
to enter one or more teams of four. ~s com-

etition is also used to select Garden Calles. rep­
~esentation . Result: 1 Hutton (Gt.>orge Phipps, 
Rob Allen, john Sutcliffe and Marg~ret Curtis), 
2 Mountnessing (Aieric Cundy, Nagel Cundy 
and Jill and Roger Tattersfield), 3 Chelmsfo~d 
(Audrey Hartley, Alison Spencer, Davad 

d Steve Cade-Bowyer). 
Cooper . an had the two highest-placed 
Mountnessmg . h G d 
teams and will repwsent Essex m t e ar en 
C'ti Trophy later in the year. 
aS~~th Woodham Ferrers Congress: Swiss 
. a Senior and Sandra Penfold, 2 

paar~ 1 ~e:':-" and Albert Kitchin, 3 Steve 
Davad p d David Cooper, leading non­
Cade-B~'7v~~ ~orslen and Henry Harris; Sw_lss 
experts McLauchlan, Rosina Bugg, Mike 
teams 1 lv~rDi Warner, 2 Alison Spencer, Paul 
Warner an 'd Baker and Marc Chawner, 
Spencer, D_~v~ark. Alan Green. Jan Green and 
equal 2 I?a.va ccnders' prize Tom Fox, Len 
Alan Sh1lhtoe, as . h d Alan Lynam. The 

. Roger Bng t an 
Wilhams, 1 for the best performance 
Rob Darker Tdrop 'Yvent to Ncvena Senior and 
over the two ays \ 
Sandra Penfold. -ex •rt airs championship, 

The Essex nont tpchc h~at for the National 
d · orpora es d d whi t anc titian was well allen e · 

Newcomers c~mtook a~d Del Smith, 2 Poppy 
" - - .. It· 1 Oenms 

Dartnell and Mary Bird, 3 Michael Braithwaite 
and Jan Miller. Eleven pairs qualified for the 
regional final. 

Essex now holds only one heat of the 
National Pairs competition. Result: l Joan 
Curley and Tessa Beer, 2 Val and Paul Molllson, 
3 Marlin Smith and David Embleton. Eight 
pairs qualified for the regional final. 

Essex Swiss pairs: 1 David Sherman an d 
Margaret Curtis, 2 Albert and Carol Brown. Sid 
Cardy and Rob Elliott. 

Diary dates: April 7 George Curtis Swiss 
teams, Newland Springs Community Centre, 
Chelmsford 2.15pm; April 14 Collier Row BC 
Swiss teams; April 14 Essex novice pairs, 
Hedley Walter High School, Brentwood 3pm; 
April 21 Essex pairs championship, Stock 
Village Haii2.1Spm; May 12 Essex CBA Annual 
General Meeting. Hedley Walter High School, 
4pm. After the meeting there will be a cheese 
and wine buffet followed by a friendly game of 
teams of four. Mostly teams are made up on the 
day. 

f Gloucesterslilie 
www.gcba.org.uk 

RECENT results: Individual 1 Joe Angseesing, 
equal 2 Val Constable and Nigel Hayman; 
Swiss pairs 1 Paul Denning and Tony HilL 2 
Graham Sadie and Patrick Shields. 

Congratulations to Derek Rue and Alan 
Sanis, who won the pairs competition at the 
Year End Congress in Blackpool and to Ben 
Handley-Pritchard, who came second in the 
pairs competition at the Year End Congress in 
London; also to Ruby Wissenden and Heather 
Parker for winning the pairs competition at the 
Cyprus Congress. 

The Gloucestershire Tollemache team of Joe 
Angseesing and Roger Jackson. Paul Denning 
and Patrick Shields, John Atthey and Ben 
Handley-Pritchard, Richard Chamberlain and 
Andrew Kambites, Richard Butland and 
Graham Cornell, with Keith Stanley as NPC, 
came third in the Tollemache final to win the 
bronze medal. They were the only team to beat 
the winners (Hants and lOW) and were only 
one VP behind the silver medallists (Surrey). 
Well done, particularly to the junior pair, of 
which John Atthey is thought to be the 
youngest ever competitor in the Tollemache 
final. 

Diary dates (Please put these dates in your 
d iaries now): May 3-5 Cheltenham Congress; 
September 2B Gloucestershire one-day Green 
Point event. 

I Hants and Isle of Wight J 
www.hantsbridge.org 

CONGRATULATIONS to our team for win­
ning the inter-counties Tollemache Cup. The 
final round was a gruelling two days and after 
starting well the team played impressively and 
lost only one match throughout. The team was 
Jeremy Baker and Andy Hughes, Steve Preston 
and Heather Maidment, Derry and Graham 
Hedley, Steve Auchterlonie and Dave Huggett, 
David Bird and Steve Lee. Also Brian Anderson 
and John Shergold played in the qualifying ftrst 
round, with Guy Lawrenson non-playing cap­
tain throughout. 

County competitions: Yuletide mini Swiss 
teams 1 J Baker, D Huggett, A Bennett and J 
Shortman, 2 K Bennett, Mrs H Kinloch, S Tearle 
and Mrs T Adams, 3 M Fithyan, S Burnett, B 
Taylor and Ms H Maidment; pivot teams 1 Mrs 
R Pinches, Mrs E Rice, Mrs P Serby and J Wray, 
2 K Palmer, D Haque, B Stapleton and Mrs C 
Carter, 3 Mrs M Rudd, D Byron, M 
Nurmohamed and J Jones; Mid-winter mini 
Swiss teams 1 D Spencer, Mrs R Spencer, 1 
Fearson and Mrs C Fearson, 2 K Palmer, Mrs C 
Palmer, B Stapleton and Mrs C Carter, 3 D 
Thackaberry, Mrs M Thackaberry, C Webb and 
Mrs G Webb; lincoln mixed pairs 1 B Johnson 



and Mrs G Dalton, 2 R Ray and Mrs C Ray, 3D 
Spencer and Mrs R Spencer; Candlestick open 
pairs 1 M Fithyan and S Burnett. 2 D Hale and 
Mrs C Ray, 3 J Baker and J Guiton. 

Diary dates: April 6 Petersfield Swiss teams 
(Entries to Jill Wright 02392 785248); April 14 
men's/ladies' teams; April 21 Pottage final 
lpm/Farley Trophy pairs 130pm; April 28 
Philip Graham Swiss teams; May 12 EBU Swiss 
teams, Winchester (entries and information 
0118 9814951); May 12 U3A seniors mini Swiss 
teams, Ramsey (entries to Mike Thresher 01256 
476896); May 19 Hillhead mini Swiss teams. 

Unless otherwise stated the above events will 
be at Ramsey, starting at 2pm. Entries to Kathy 
Vaile: kathyvaile@lineone.net Tel 01590 679673. 

[ Herefo'riisffire· . · :· \. : rl ··_) 

herefordshlrebridge.com 
THE Herefordshire rommittee and affiliated 
bridge clubs have for some time been involved 
in redrawing the association's 
ronstitution. Man in charge of the operation is 
rounty treasurer Mike Ralph, who noticed that 
because of changes over the years quite a few 
appointments and activities were not covered 
by the ronstitution drawn up when the associa­
tion was formed more than a decade ago. 
Having raised the issue at 
committee he volunteered to re-draft the 
document and consult with the EBU on finer 
points. The final draft is now ready for 
approval thanks to Mike's hard work. 

Says county secretary Ted Dutton: 'The ron­
stitution is something one tends to take for 
granted until a point arises which makes it nec­
essary to look up the rules of procedure. It's 
surprising the number of activities and 
appointments not covered when you look into 
it. I suspect many other counties would fmd a 
similar situation. There could be an argument 
for the EBU to circulate a draft constitution for 
oounties to rom pare with their own and see that 
they are up to date. 

'Certainly we owe a great deal to Mike for 
working through our ronstitution draft by draft 
to try to make sure everything is 
oovered.' 

John Thacker, Herefordshire's bridge devel­
opment officer and county captain, has 
announced his intention to stand down in the 
near future as he Is changing his employers and 
cannot guarantee being available for duty. John 
has been much involved In running training 
seminars and trying to Improve the 
performance of the county team. His 
resignation provides an opportunity for the 
rounty to re-examine its policies for training 
and team building. 

To Increase the use of the county's laptop 
computer for sooring at matches • etc, the 
rommittee is ronsiderlng offering computer 
training for volunteers to run the programmes. 

Sun Valley Dowl (teams of four): 1 Marjorie 
Archer, Greta Dalllmore and Sue and Derek 
Munday, 2 Gisela Ogden, Ben Britton, Pat 
Jenkiru1 and Phil Gough, 3 Janet Holder, June 
Homes, Kate Neale and Maggie Price. 

Kent was well represented at the Croydon 
Congress, with Phil Dalley and Mark Howarth 
wlnrung the championship pairs and romlng 
second In the Swiss teams with Barbara 
Howarth and Mark Stlcklngs. Barbara featured 
again In the consolation pairs playing with 
Anne Catchpole, where they were joint third 
with Tim Lloyd-Williams and Malcolm 
McBain. Sue Starkey and Sue Walsh won the 
open pairs. 

Results: Hunter Homines 1Paul Croswell and 
Gavin Mackay, 2 Michael Prior and Vic: 
Drozdowski; Fleming Femlna 1 Christine 
Kempton and Barbara Howarth, 2 Eve Thrush 
and Marjorie Ashley; Blrkle Dow! lOon and 
Ann Mitchell, Brian and Pat Crack, 2 Eve 
Thrush, Marjorie Ashley, Doris Leonard and 
Audrey Clarke. 

Diary dates: May 4 Tunbridge Wells Swiss 
learns; June 9 George Griffiths (seniors pairs) 
Tunbridge Wells; June 23 Pilgrim BC Swiss 
pairs; June 30 Hythe Festival Swiss pairs. 

Please email event results or anything you 
think should be included in this rolurnn to 
LlzBiande@aol.com Thank 

www.lancsbridge.co.uk 
PAUL EVANS, the lancashire CBA chairman, 
has suffered a heart attack, but appears well on 
the way to recovery as he has been placed in 
both the LCBA championship pairs and LCBA 
Butler pairs. 

The Lancashire team performed creditably in 
its first Tollemache Trophy final by finishing 
fifth, only four victory points behind the run­
ners-up, Surrey, but well behind the winners, 
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. 
Congratulations go to the team and non-play­
ing captain, Denis Robson. 

LCBA championship pairs: 1 Marjorie 
Knowles and Christine Jones, 2 Colin Mitchell 
and Bill Alston, 3 Andrew Woodrock imd 
Hector Barker, 4 Paul Evans and Alan Whittam. 

umcasllire Eveuiug Post pairs: 1 Geoff Conan 
and Chris Wentworth, 2 Nick and Sue 
Woodcock. 3 Keith Boulton and Nigel Pearce. 

LCBA teams of eight 1 Poulton (Halliwell), 2 
Southport, 3 Blackburn. 

Doyle Cup, Southport 1 Tracy CapaL Ollie 
Burgess, Edward Levy and Michael Byrne, 2 
David Adelman, Steve Capal, Alan Purdy and 
Adrian Kenworthy, 3 Jeff Smith, Jackie Pye, 
Mark Halliwell and Mike Ardron. 

LCBA Butler pairs: 1 Barbara Forsyth and 
John Sharrock, 2 Alan and Barbara Sims, 3 Alan 
Whittam and Paul Evans. 

Diary dates: AprtiS-7 WBU Spring Congress, 
Llandudno; April 14 Gazette and Herald 
Trophy (teams), Gazette Bridge Dub, 
Dlackpool; April 21 Madeline Berney Swiss 
pairs, Southport Bridge Dub; April 28 Bury 
Spring Teams, Bury Athenaeum; May 5 
Witham Trophy Swiss teams, Lancaster Bridge 
Dub; May 11-12 Green Point events, Risley; 

19 Blackburn Swiss pairs, Blackburn 
Club; June 3 Dolton Swiss tearru1, Bolton 
Dub. 

bridge4.demon.co.uk 
IT Is pleasing to be able to report further 
successes for the Loughborough Endowed 
Schools' junior Internationals. First two of the 
three pairs forming the winning England under 
20 team In the Channel Trophy held In Ostend 
were alumni! Susan Stockdale (now at Oxford 
University) and Duncan Happer (now 
Loughborough University) and present pupils 
Jonathan de Souza and Paul Wilson, who are 
the current national under 19 pairs champions. 
For good measure staff member Mel Starklngs 
captained the team. Subsequently Duncan and 
Susan were members of the England under 20 
team that won the Peggy Bayer Trophy. In 



Twin Towns Congress: 1 
Shaw, Jim Taylor and 

~ruu•L ?.Ian Woodward, Judy Hulland, 
Missenden and Bob Sneddon. 

Pairs qualifiers for the regional 
Langley and Dick Pathan, John 

and Dick Bell, Peter and Helen 
tiGII~field, Tim Glover and Peter Neville, Peter 

and Bharat. Duncan Happer and Tony 
In addition the following have quali-

in the National Newcomers Pairs: Chris 
Ow-lotte Quarmby, Duncan and Edward 

and Bingyuan Yang and Songtao Ye. 
~·JIIItfluarut Counties League: Against 
lWJIIWidcshil"l' the first team won 16-t, the sec­

lost 1-19 and the third team won 20-0; 
Staffordshire & Shropshire the first 

17-3, the second team won 15-5 and 
team lost 6-14. There was a major dis­

.,_JOUitment when the hitherto undefeated 
lost, allowing Gloucestershire to 

them and became the inaugural win-
the Markham Trophy by just one point. 

Dates: April 7 Hyman Crammer 
Trophy, Leicester Bridge Centre 

April14 Joyce Cup, CEN; April17 
··--·---- pairs, Barkby BC; April 24 George 

Memorial simultaneous pairs at all 
dubs; April 2B Gimson Trophy finals, 

May 1 Jones handicap pairs, CEN; May 2 
meeting at Loughborough Grammar 

(LGS); May 8 Midland Schools League, 
May 19 Gillian Jones charity Swiss teams, 
May 2 Stanley Trophy heat seven, CEN; 

LCBA Annual General Meeting, trophy 
presentations, CEN. 

Parish, Martin Taylor and James Mates, third in 
the B flight Swiss teams, and Geoff Lederman 
and Glyn Liggins, third in the open pairs; not 
forgetting Jack Stocken, who played in the 
Blackpool Year End Congress and won the 
mixed pairs with his mother. 

Well done, too, to Nigel Bird and Mike 
Fletcher for achieving second and third place 
respectively in the National Swiss Teams 
Congress, Chris Duckworth for coming second 
in the National women's pairs, Tony and 
Vivian Priday for coming first equal in the 
Swiss teams and third in the Swiss pairs in the 
Cyprus Congress and Mike Fletcher for win­
ning the Swiss teams at the Harrogate 
Congress. 

County results: Palmer Bayer Trophy 1 
Gerald James and Tom Gunn, 2 Peter Donovan 
and Caroline Gunn, 3 Jason Crampton and Sam 
Oestreicher, 4 Lotti Masterson and Geoff 
Hammersley; Junior inter-county teams under 
25 1 London A (Ryan Stephenson, Charles 
Leong, Harriet Dingler, Liz. Oery), 2 ll"l'land 
(Sunil Bavalias, Ronan McMaugh, Stephen 
O'Boyle, Brian Ramberg, Orla Walsh), 3 
London B (David Cheng, Kai Seng Eng, Hang 
Chen, Marianne Fanthome); Junior inter-coun­
ty teams under 19 1 Avon (Catherine Evans, 
Jonny Sharp, Sarah Pinchbeck, Alan Jones), 2 
London A (Mathew Rogers, Mark Aldham, 
David Rogers, Tim Grundy), 3 London B (Alice 
Kay, Nicola Macdougall, James Backer, J J 
Wilks); London Championship pairs main fmal 
1 Susanna Gross and Una! Durmus, 2 David 
Martin and Simon Cocheme, 3 Leila Ziyal and 
Esmond Bevan, 4 Nigel Freake and Anne 
Catchpole; London Championship pairs conso­
lation event 1 Stephen Popham and 
Christopher Whitehouse, 2 Danny Roth and 
Nobuko Matsumura, 3 Ross Harper and Victor 
Silverstone. 

Diary dates: April 4 Garden Cities heat, 
YCBC 7pm (Chris Duckworth 020 7385 3534); 
April 21 Seniors pairs for the Fox Shammon 
Trophy, Queen's Club lpm (Steve Eginton 
01628 780862); May 12 Green Point Swiss teams, 
University of Greenwich 1 pm (Roger Morton 
020 8643 4930); May 19 Bridge for Al I day, 
YCBC 2pm (Gerald James 020 8691 3835); June 
2 London Trophy final (spectator event), 
Queens Club (Cecil Leighton 020 8500 0700); 
June 20 Annual General Meeting, YCBC 7pm. 

[ Mancliester ] 
www.mcba.co.uk 

MANCHESTER CBA's annual congress was 
once again a huge succe;;s. Held_ in the luxuri­
ous Renaissance Hotel m the oty centre, the 
main pairs event, held over two sessions on the 

Saturday, was won by MCBA Chairman Eve 
• Llghthlll, playing with regular partner Sid 

Travers. Runners up were Bernard Goldenfield 
and John Holland. 

The teams on Sunday was a delight to play 
In, with the multiple teams formal and barome­
ter scoring final. The favourites, John Holland, 
BiU Hirst, John Hassett and Michelle Brunner 
ended up convincing winners, 12vps clear of 
runners-up Adrian Kenworthy, Mike 
Goldsmith, Howard Melbourne and Andy 
Hirst (Bill Hirst's son!). 

The consolation final was won by Dave 
Debbage, Margaret Pitts, Dave Audley and Bob 
Pitts. 

The Annual General Meeting of the associa­
tion will take place at Manchester Bridge Oub 
on 18th at 7 .30pm. All members are welcome. 
The main items on the agenda concern changes 
to the league and Roy Higson Cup competi­
tions. 

Subscriptions for 2002-3 are due on April 1 
and the rates are: club affiliation fee £24 (EBU 
£17, MCBA £7), existing members renewing 
£18.50 (EBU £14, MCBA £4.50), associate mem­
bers (who join the EBU through another coun­
ty) £4.50, under 25s) £4 (EBU £-1, MCBA nil), 
under-17s £1 (EBU £1, MCBA nil). Payments 
should be made to the Membership 5eCI"I'tary, 
Bernard Kaye, at 3 Haslam Court, 68 Singleton 
Road. Salford M7 4LG. 

Winners of the inter-club team of eight 
(Gazette Cup) were Cheadle Hulme BC Oeff 
Smith, Royce Alexander, Pauline Lang, 
Malcolm Robinson, Joyce and Peter 
Hishmurgh, Derek Gray and Mary Costagliola). 
Eight teams took part and the winners will rep­
resent Manchester in the Garden Oties evenL 

Paul, Jason and Justin Hackett are to repre­
sent England in the Europeans this summer 
after Paul Hackett's team narrowly defeated 
Jason and Justin in the final weekend of trials. 
As Paul's team comprised only four players 
they were able to add one pair from the losing 
team - hence Jason and Justin are to play 

Well done to Michelle Brunner and John 
Holland on winning the Grand Master airs. 
Well done also to Michelle and Rhona on their 
excellent performance in the first part of the 
ladies' trials and well done to Mike Byrne and 
Alex Morris on winning their first Junior 
Camrose when they played for England at West 
Bromwich 

Alex at age 16, is probably the youngest play­
er to win the Junior Cam rose. 

Manchester CBA is to enter a team in the con­
solation event at the Commonwealth Nations 
Bridge Championship. There will be a trial at 
Manchester Bridge Club on June 16 to decide 

Yorkshire success in Cyprus 

r 
moment for Yorkshire players as they collect their rewards for winning the Swiss 

Happy ent at the EBU's Cyprus Congress. From left they are Philip and Janet Mason, 
teams evl d (captain) and Shelagh Flett. To the rear Is Ralph Warrington, who made the 

Roger G;r~s~~tatlons on behalf of Bridge Holidays Aboard, the congress sponsors 



who will represent the county. Team entries 
will be taken by Pat Buxton 01625-528779 and 
the trial is open to members whose county of 
first allegiance is Manchester. Entry fee for the 
bial is £20 per player and the winners will have 
the £500 entry fee to the Commonwealth event 
paid by the county. 

Diary Dates: April 7 Roy Higson Memorial 
Cup I Plate finals, Manchester Bridge Oub 1 pm; 
May 11-12 Green Point Swiss Weekend at the . 
Birchwood Park Conference Centre, Risley, in 
conjunction wlth Lanes CBA and the EBU 
(Saturday teams, Sunday pairs). Entries for 
both events are being taken by Megan Taft 
01282-692026. 

I Merseyside'· and Oiesh§ :; J 
www.mcba.org.uk 

AFTER an excellent start, which saw them lead­
Ing the field for a while, our Tollemache team 
faded in the latter stages of the eight-team final 
to finish a slightly disappointing sixth. The 
team was the same one that qualified for the 
final: Ted Reveley, · John Armstrong, AI 
Stephenson. Stu Matthews, Dave Keen. Jean 
Keen. Peter Garner-Gray, Andy Prothero, Bob 
Pitts and Pete Brester with John Drake as npc. 

The County Trials had Its best turnout for 
years, which was very heartening for the selec­
tors. The two-session event was won John 
Drake and Richard Davies, with Peter Gamer­
Gray and Andrew Prothero seamd. 

Merseyside and Deeside Cup: 1 A Dorricott, 
I Blackwell, B Griffies and R Arnold, 2 0 
Brown. J O'Neill, J King and J Green, 3 L 
Murthwaite, M Fellows, P Crossley and J 
Griffiths 

Chester Congress: championship pairs 1 A 
Lucas and M Comes, 2 K Shuttleworth and G 
Roberts; consolation pairs 1 R Mitchell and C 
Murless, 2 Band J White; open pairs 1 N/S G 
Horton and S Gerrard, 1 E/W H Andrews and 
H Bolton; Swiss teams (dedded on a split tie) 1 
N Worthington, M Buckley, D Bird and D 
Payton, 2 J and J Morris and B and J White, 3 K 
Shuttleworth, G Roberts, E Jones and M Davies. 

Jean Keen Trophy: 1 Doris Cottman, Julia 
Dearing, Pat Ferguson and Sheila Gray, 2 Jean 
Keen. Lucy Jones, Jlll Oddie and Frances Hall. 

Diary dates: April 28 Preece Rosebowl, 
Blundellsands BC; May 5 Charity teams event, 
Merseyslde BC; May 17 Lady Connell and 
Cheshire salver finals, Uverpool BC; May 30 
Andrew Rosebowl, Liverpool BC; June 6 
Liverpool BC open pairs; June 9 Eric Howarth 
Trophy, Deva BC; June 13 Uverpool BC open 
teams; June 20 Jim Davies Swiss teams, Heswall 
Hall. 

[ Midffiesex '. 
www.mcbaJemon.co.uk 

MIDDLESEX players have had a successful 
couple of months. Tony Waterlow was In the 

England team that trounced Northern Ireland 
and won the marathonic England Open Trials, 
while Heather Dhondy, Nicola Smith and 
Lizzie Godfrey \vere In the team that dominat­
ed stage 1A of the women's trials. 

AI the Year End Congress In London the 
Swiss teams was won yet again by Neil and 
Anne Rosen, while Peter Kaufmann and 
Waseem Naqvl won the open pairs and Jeremy 
Cope was third In the Swiss pairs. 

ln the National Men's Pairs Ian Pagan and 
Jeremy Dhondy, erstwhile partners and rivals 
at the top of the Gold Point leader board, fin­
ished first and second respectively. 

At the EBU Congress In Cyprus Peter 
Kaufmann and David Sellman tied for first 
place In the Swiss teams, while Gerard Brito 
came second in the mlxed pairs. 

Turning to local events, the county commit­
tee has now permitted previous winners, pro­
vided they are not of too high a standard, to 
enter the Masters Pairs. Gerard Brit look advan­
tage of these conditions to become the first 
player to win the event for a second time, on 
this occasion in partnership with Elaine Gold. 

The Middlesex ladies' pairs was won by 
Vanessa Oarke and Janet Cohen, while Steve 
Root and Jerry Harouni teamed up to win the 
men's pairs. For Steve this was his fourth wln in 
five years in this event - he could fmish only 
second ln 2000! 

[Norfollf. ; ,·,, i· ~;·~ • .. , ~ :j i ~ · . I 
www.norfolkbridge.co.uk 

SEVEN people from Norfolk took part in the 
Cyprus Congress at Pathos with varying suc­
cess. Suzanne Gill and Barbara Hacker had the 
best result, coming third in the open pairs. The 
Norfolk holidaymakers were delighted to meet 
up with Norfolk expats Myra and Brian Overy 
and Terry Gallagher, who now Uve in Paphos. 
Myra and Brian achieved equal ninth in the 
Swiss pairs. 

The Com Cairdis, a friendly match between 
England and Ireland, was held ln Norwich and 
played in the true spirit of its trophy's name­
sake, The Cup of Friendship. 

Several players were selected from Norfolk 
on the basis of their long service to bridge In the 
county. England were winners on the day, 
which means they now lead 7-3 in the series. 

Smart Trophy: 1 P Darby, A Holland, A La 
Chapelle, M Ward, 2 D and C Ingham, D 
Thompson, P Whittley, 3 T and I Beven, C and 
MStreet. 

Committee Cup inter-club teams of eight 1 
Kings Lynn BC (GAllen, P Oarke, P Oemens, J 
Fludgate, M Kingdon, R Le Masurier, P Lofting, 
J Thickens), 2 Noverre BC (CAslin.] Brister, M 
Connolly, I Emerson, G Gilvey, ] Murfilt, M 
Smith, M Ward), 3 Wymondham BC (P and M 
Smith, 0 Hendrie, D Ratchford, I Smith, G 
Parnham, T Legg, B Smith). 

Diary date: April 19-21 Norfolk Congress, 
Dukes Head Hotel, Kings Lynn. Entry forms 
from Sheila Warner 01553 675816. Saturday's 
championship pairs event is green pointed. 

[No@ Eastern l t I • • • 1 
THE result of the Oeveland teams event was as 
follows: 1 A Lester, Mrs S Wilson, R Flute and 
Mrs L Voss, 2 I Rankin, D Hassan. M Stanbury 
and Mrs P De Lecuw. 

Darlington Pairs Congress final: 1 Mr and 
Mrs R Stevenson, 2 K Pattison and S Payne; sec­
ondary final1 Mr and Mrs T Wilkinson. 2 Mr 
and Mrs B Somerville. 

Chronicle Cups (the assodation's premier· 
pairs event): 1 C Owen and ] Gibson (for the 
second successive year), 2 I Rankin and D 
Hassan, 3 J Moor and J Miller; secondary fmal1 
R Stead and C Robinson. 2 B Algar and J Hall. 

King Cup (ladles' pairs): 1 Mrs W Booth 
and Mrs J Todd, 2 Mrs R Malcolm and Mrs P 
Durie. 

[Not~ijghaiDshi!e ... ::· J lLd 
www.nottsbndge.co.uk 

CONGRATULATIONS to the following suc­
cessful players: NCBA Individual 1 Stan 
Kujawinski, 2 Richard Bonnello; NCBA mlxed 
pairs 1 Janine Ford and Sandy Fulton, 2 Gordon 
and Angela Fullerton. · , 

In county matches against Gloucestershire 
Dawes lost 18-2, Porter lost 18-2 and Markham 
lost 164. 

Diary dates: April7 Journal Cup, Nottingham 
BC lpm (Contact Angela Fullerton 0115 
9212035); April 27 Charity Swiss teams, 
Keyworth BC 2pm (Contact Stephen Spouthom. 
0115 9374157); April 28 NCBA AGM, 
Nottingham BC 6.30pm. The meeting will be fol­
lowed by wine and cheese, plus bridge if time 
permits; May 19 NCBA Swiss teams, 
Nottingham BC 2pm (Contact David Burgess 
0115 9372947); June 2 Relford Swiss teams 2pm 
(Contact Daphne Coggles 01777 703610). 

[OXfo!dshire I i·! i l 
www.users.globalnelco.ukl-richlons 

SEVERAL initiatives are currently being con­
sidered by the OBA management committee to 
encourage wider partidpation ln county com­
petitions. It is hoped that a format can be found 
to incorporate less experienced club players 
together with Bridge for All students who have 
completed their rourses. 

Congratulations to Stuart McPhee and 
Richard Lonsdale on reaching third place ln the 
men's pairs at the London Year End congress. 

The National Swiss Teams Congress drew 
104 quartets to the Queen's Hotel, Leeds, where 
Oxfordshire's Geoff Nicholas and Debbie 
Roberts were part of a team that fmished 
eighth. . 

The heat of Oxfordshire's Inter-county Invita­
tion teams of four event (the Beck Cup) was 
held at Oxford BC. The qualifiers were: 1 Robert 
Procte.r, Jim Strachan, Nick Perceval-Price and 
Mike Goldsmith, 2 Paula Hopkinson, Vic 
Savage, Chris Mooney and John Wheeler, 3 
Peter Jordan, Jean lngham-Johnson, Steve Elliot 
and Andrea Smith. 

Competing in a field of 69 pairs at the 
National Men's Pairs in Coventry, 
Oxfordshire's Keith Bennett, partnerlng Jeremy 
Dhondy, achieved second place. 

The Oxford University Swiss teams competi· 
tion held at Oxford BC was won by V Savage, J 
Wheeler, P Hopkinson and B Holder. 

Diary dates: April 7 OBA county pairs final 
at Oxford BC; April21 OBA Bridge for All tour­
name.nt at Wallingford BC; April 19-25 OBA 
simultaneous pairs heats; May 12 OBA Beck 
Cup fmal at Oxford BC; May 19 OBA mixed 
pairs championship at Oxford BC; May 27 OBA 
Tuesday championship playoff at Oxford BC; 
June 10 OBA AGM and OBA management com­
mittee meeting. 

[ Somerset I I • ; · , • 2 fill 
www.Ciresbtlon.org.uk.htm . 

SWlSS pairs for the de Villiers Hart Cup: 1 G 
Heal and D Howard, 2 Mrs G Howard and Mrs 
1 Belcher, 3 T Gibbard and D Porter, ascenders 
Mrs E Roach and Mrs Stuttard, Mr and Mrs D 
Brown, non experts Mrs M Lewin and J Perry.-

Inter-club teams of four: 1 Winscombe BC 
(Mrs P Ashford, Mrs S Walton, Mrs S Mape and 
B Greenwood), 2 Yeovll DC. 3 Langport BC. 

The county simultaneous pairs for the Coda 
Cup attracted more than 130 players and raised 
£400 for the local St Margaret's Hospice. 
Results: 1 C Carter and K Harlow, 2 G Heal and 
D Howard, 3 Mrs W Barker and Mrs M Lund 
(cup winners on handicap), 4 Mrs V Morse and 
C Pryor, 5 T French and G Pring, 6 Mrs A 
Oapham and R Gales, 7 Mrs A McCann and 
Mrs S Stuttard; non expert prizes to Mr and Mrs 
A Morgan and Mr and Mrs R Smith. 



Mr.II11111!'VC:CIW11tvb ridge.co.u k 
wit,;,,,. the Tollemache county cham-

year, Surrey again reached the 
rather slowly and after two 

seventh out of eight. They then 
a- <=-'--•-- streak and finished second with 

ahead of Gloucestershire, 
Wlcllcshire and Lancashire, but well behind 

Hampshire and Isle of Wight. The 
members were Peter lee, Bob 

Martin Garvey, Jon Cooke, Jeffrey 
Frances Hinden, Ken Ford, Ian 
Malmlm Pryor and David Muller. 

was non-playing captain and 
the sa>rer. 

Croydon Congress, organised ~y 
D:l'lmw~ at the Fairfield Hall, was agam 
f ltlencled. Phil Bailey and Mark Haworth 

main pairs and Paul Martin and Tim 
the m nsolation pairs. Pam Royle 

Hampson came out on top in the No 
M<llaJ!m Pryor, Nick Press, Tony 
Bob James won the Swiss teams. 

Surrey pairs fared well in vario~s 
In the Year-End Congress m 

Paul Fegarty and Mike Scoltock c?me 
In the main pairs event. Jan Harr~son 

Durden fmished seventh in the m1xed 
Frances Hinden and Jeffrey Allerton 

equal in both the mixed pa.irs and 
pairs. Pam Southon and Ehzabet.h 

were third in the National Women s 

played in the EBU 
Ch.IIJIItliortshios. Lynne and Ron Heath 

in the mixed pairs and Detta 
Angela McCready came thir~, just 

John and Sylvia Timberlake, m the 
pairs session. . 
again had a good entry m ~he 
qualifier, organised ably by Mike 
at the Kingswood Golf Club. Fr~m 

28 teams Kingswood D, Dulwlch 
!llftlenlilllm A, Woodcote B, Tandridge B, 

Kingswood went forward for 
whidt they met two Sussex 

~niiMinalu _ _w~~""''"' R tr:lizabeth and 

Steve Johnson, Ann Madden and Maureen 
Skinner) won clearly in the semi-final after hclV· 
ing just got through Initially on the tie break 
rule. Dulwich and Sydenham A (Peter Bentley 
K A White and Margaret and Gordo~ 
Anderson) came second and both teams go for­
ward to the final in Solihull. 

Chris Webley and Naomi de Smitt won the 
county mixed pairs, with Peter and Margaret 
lee second. The Surrey senior pairs, held at 
Wimbledon Bridge Club, was won by Norma 
MacMillan and John Durden, with Malcolm 
and Virginia Curtis second and Thomas Laker 
and Gordon O 'Hair, on home ground, third. 
. Geoff Dell and Christine Dyer and Denny and 

}1m Wade were clear winners out of 28 teams in 
the county Swiss teams at Leatherhead. Chris 
Stableford and Margaret Mansell, whose team 
ranked ninth, bid and made two grand slams, 
eadt associated with an adjacent small slam. 
The ranked pairs at Bletchingley was won over­
all by Steve Bourton and Julia Brough 
(Premier/ Regional Masters section), with Jack 
Lavis and Janet Gedge (winners of the National 
Masters and above) placed second . 

The Surrey Sim Pairs had a record entry of 28 
(up from 16) clubs for the March event, played 
in three groups. Richmond, Addlestone and 
Ditton produced the three different sets of 
hands. The next events are planned for 
September and November and more clubs are 
welcome to enter. This is now the largest event 
in terms of competing pairs. 

Dia.ry dates: April 7 Surrey Ladies' Teams, 
Wimbledon; April 14 Affiliated teams of eight 
and No Fears teams,leatherhead; April21 Jubilee 
Pairs Final, Wimbledon; May 1 Golf-Bridge, 
Tyrells Wood; May 5 Twickenham upon Thames 
Rotary Oub annual teams event, The Royal Star 
and Garter Home, Ridtmond Hill; May 10 
Kortright League and intermediate finals, 
Oxshott; May 17 Affiliated dubs league final, 
Oxshott; May 19 Wanborough. Wimbledon; May 
26 Mary Edwards, Wimbledon; June 9 Surrey 
CCBA AGM, Oxshott. 

[Susse~---
www.sccba.co.uk 

A BELA TED word of congratulation to leon 
Northeast and John Jackson on winning the 
county Invitation pairs; also to Sandy Blun.t and 
Brenda Garriru, of Eastbourne, who .adt1eved 
an excellent result at the Year End Congress at 
the Royal National Hotel by winnin~ the Rixi 
Markus Memorial Salver. They were m second 
place after the first session and played well to 
capture this prestigious ~rophY: The two also 
finished third in the Jad1es pa1rs at the EBU 
Congress in Cyprus. 

The SCCBA New Year Swiss event was fu.lly 
hooked and four teams were on the reserve l~st. 
This may mean we have to seek an alternative 
venue with a larger playing area. R~ult 1 Mr 

d Mrs F North A Jeffery and A Wh1teway, 2 
an • K · d R J Williams, R Burnett, M eepmg an 
Buddery, 3 A Willard, J Mayall, p Brown and D 

Spencer. G · t d 
The No Fears pairs at East nns ea .was 

ded by 65 P
airs Of these 25 were novtces, 

atten · . 1 
encouraging sign, With one teenage p ayer 

an. t \velcome Play started at 11am and 
bemg mos · . 1 h • 

f break for a substantial p aug man s 
~u~~l,a continued until 3pm. Akndy Md ~crt~· :~ 

h BC was guest spea er an e 
~ors a~ dlscussion on some of the hands 
mt~res~ng rin was done. We are indebted to 
while t e sco 'd g nd Beryl Pitman for organis­
:v'ay L~~~~g thls event. Result: North­
mg an M M Smith and Mrs M Gray, 2 W 
South 1 cf M L Gardiner (novices), 3 Mrs A 
Nicolle an d ~ J Colquhoun, ~ Mrs H Barker 
Burgess an West 1 Mrs B Mellor and Mrs 
and R Best; Ea;tM 

5 
R Lyford and R Stevens, 3 

G Loadsman,A Gi~son (novices), ~ A Symons 
Mr and Mrs 
and D Hopkins. 

Bognar mini Swiss teams 1 A Light, R Pyart, 
M Dailey and W Jeffery, 2 J Parnell G Walker, L 
Scrivener and B Smith, 3 Mr and Mrs D Jones 
and Mr and Mrs J Bassett. This Is timed to fin­
ish early and is regularly well supported. 
Possibly our players prefer this timing? 

This year's inter-club dtallenge, hosted by 
West Sussex, was won by Burgess Hill, with 
Henfield second and Mid Sussex third. The 
Chairman's Cup (22 pairs from Kent, Surrey 
and Sussex) was won by Ken Ford and Ian 
Swanson (Surrey) 61.55%, with Joan Pink and 
Geoff Kellett (Sussex) second on 58.21% and 
Dave Franklin and Nigel Urban (Sussex) thlrd 
on 58.1%. 

Our league matdtes are still being played so 
as yet there are no final results. 

Diary of events: April 12-14 Sussex Spring 
Congress, Uckfield; April 14 Sussex CCBA 
AGM and Swiss teams, 12.30pm. Tom Bradley, 
dtairman since 1974, is standing down at this 
meeting and members are warmly invited to 
attend and support the association; April 27 
Oathall Swiss teams. 

I Warwickshire 
www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk 

HEARTY congratulations to Mike Amos, Phil 
Glanville, George Cuthbertson and Peter 
Heatherington in winning the prestigious 
National Swiss Teams Congress at leeds, and 
to Margaret Armstrong and Nanette McWhirter 
in winning the National Ladies' Pairs at 
Coventry. 

Recent results against Leicestershire (4-16, 
19-1 and 0.20) and Gloucestershlre (4-16, 2(}-() 
and 8-12) underline a poor Warwickshire 
record in the inter-county league for the Dawes 
Trophy, although the second team were run­
ners-up in the Porter Trophy. 

In the Midland Counties Congress at 
Bewdley, Warwickshire successes included 
winners Bob and Stephanie Galvin in the 
Championship pairs, winners Margaret 
Armstrong. Michael Allen, Roger Bowles and 
Pip Whitehouse in the Swiss teams event and 
Hylda Townsend and John Robbins, who were 
a close second in the mixed pairs. 

The leading positions in the Wanvickshire 
pairs final were: 1 Roger Bowles and Pip 
Whitehouse, 2 Margaret Armstrong and 
Midtael Allen, 3 Dodo Georgevic and Robin 
Ogg. all of whom will represent the county in 
the Conven Trophy. 

The EBU Online Club continues to be the 
fastest-growing bridge club and at its second 
annual meeting. held at West Midlands BC, Sue 
Maxwell and Ian Mitdtell won the Corby Cup, 
with Victor Ridding and Roger Waddington 
second, while Linda Quigley and Graham Dee 
won the louise Payne Shield, with Janine Ford 
and William Whalley second. Also at WMBC 
last year's runners-up in the Doyle Plate (mixed 
pairs), Mrs P Braddock and T Parkes, tri­
umphed this time, with Mrs }.MacLeod a nd 
Edward Legg second. 

Diary Dates: April14 Greswolde Bowl Swiss 
teams WMBC 1.45pm; April 14 Earl Shanks 
Swiss teams, Coventry BC 1.45pm; April 21 
Garden Cities heat (teams of eight), WMBC. 
Solihull 1.45pm; May 5 Arden Charity Swiss 
teams 1.45pm; May 9 Wanvickshire Men's and 
Ladies' pairs, Moseley BC 7.10pm; May 12 
Warwickshire Green Points Swiss teams, 
Warwick Hilton; May 19 Millennium Cup 
pairs, WMBC 1.45pm; May 28 Waverley Bowl 
Swiss teams, Moseley DC 2.20pm; June 2 Cock 
o' County Pairs, WMBC 1.45pm; July 21 City of 
Birmingham Charity Swiss teams in aid of St 
Mary's Hospice at West Midlands BC 1.45 pm 
(this is a change of date) - Entries to Mrs S 
Galvin (tel 01675 4-l2250). 

Please contact Mr P Whitehouse, 27 
Northdown Road, Sollhull B91 3LY (or tel 0121 
704 9287) for entries to Wanvickshire events. 



[Wiltshife : t: ·. :'J 
THE Butler pairs was won by Bob Bannister 
and Andrew Law, with Gill Messer and Kathy 
Hodgson second and Jenny Gray and Joy Rowe 
third. All six players are members of Swindon 
BC 

The five pairs to qualify for the regional heat 
of the National Pairs were Caroline Wiloox and 
Bernard Lloyd, Gill Messer and Kathy 
Hodgson, Martin Buck and Adam Harvey, 
Alan White and Tlffi Brierley and Gwenda 
Merriott and Nick Pegg. 

The county mixed pairs winners were Diana 
King and Phil Green, with Gwenda Merriott 
and Nick Pegg semnd and Sue and Jock Unsell 
third. 

I Worcestershire '. · :· .::: l 
www. wcba.freeseJVe.co.uk 

QUALIFIERS for the National Pairs from the 
Worrestershire heats are Justin Corfield and Glyn 
Preece, Paul Hammond and Jinuny Ledger, John 
Yuill and Stewart FIShburne, Roger Saines and 
Peter Chapman, John Sansom and Richard 
Jephoott and Dennis Loynes and Sue Evans. 

Worcestershire quallfiers for the National 
Newcomers Pairs are Helen Cameron and 
Stuart Robinson {Worcester and Malvern), Oiff 
and Judith Uttle (Worcester), Tony GeJVis and 
Sheila Johnson (Abberley and Powick), Eugene 
Elijah and Patrick Callaway (Fairfield and 
Bromsgrove), Nigel Wilkins and Owen Smith 
(Ludlow), Paul Sansom and Ann Gittins 
(Stourbridge and Halesowen), Sue Wilson and 
Martine Bishop (Worcester), Maureen Hannah 
and Pat Oickings (Worcester) and Roger 
Gammage and Hilary Morgan 

Diary dates: April 7 Garden Cities qualifier 
(Ron Allen Cup), Star Hotel, Worcester 2pm; 
April 29 Rolling Swiss teams, Holt Fleet. 
7.15pm; May 20 Annual General Meeting 

7pm; May 27 (note change from calendar) 
Multi teams, Holt Fleet 7.15pm; June 9 (note 
chjlnge) Beginners Cup, Droltwich Working 
Men's Oub 3.15-7p_m. __ __,._,...,.._~..,......, 

.- ·- 'i;t ( Yorksliire', ·rt·; :. . ! 
www.ycba.freeseJVe.co.uk 

AT the EBU Spring Congress at Harrogate local 
man Cedric Cockroft, playing with Alex Hogg, 
from Derby, won the Swiss pairs from a strong 
field. Runners up in the Swiss teams were Janet 
and Ted Latham, with Roy Garthwaite and 
Heather Hobson. Brian Yorker, Sheila 
Galloway, Derek Markham and Alan JaJVis 
were third and Carole Kelly, Geoff Kenyon, 
Judith Diles and Shelagh Aett fourth. John 
Foster and Irene Rhodes won the mixed pairs. 

There was an exciting fmish to the Swiss 
teams championship at the EDU Congress in 
Cyprus. Yorkshire teams led by Roger Gowland 
and Roy Garthwaite played cad\ other at the top 
table in the fmal male!\ and a narrow win for 

Roger Gowland, Shelagh Flett and Philip and 
Janet Mason Willi sufficient to give them the tro­
phy, on a spilt Ue with Tony Priday's London 
team. Other good results for Yorkshire players at 
this popular congress were achieved by Janet 
Latham and Heather Hobson, who won the 
ladles' pairs, and Roy Garthwaite and Ted 
Latham, who finished runners up in the men's 
pairs. In the mixed pairs Janet and Philip Mason 
took third place, while in the pivot teams Ted 
and Janet Latham, Roy Garthwaite and Heather 
Hobson occupied third place. 

Yorkshire players figured prominently In the 
National Swiss Teams Congress at Leeds, with 
Sandrn Penfold's team, whlch Included former 
Yorkshire player Brian Senior, coming second. 
In fourth place was Bill Townsend's team (Nick 
Woolven, Robin Jepson, Martin Edge, plus 
Clive Owen of the NE). Sandy Davies and Tom 
Gisbome were in a team that fmlshed a cred­
itable sixth. 

The County Pairs was a great success, with 
five pairs going forward to the Corwen Trophy. 
A very close finish saw June Manning and 
Nigel Ramsey head the field, with Alan Brosglll 
and Robin Jepson second, Stuart Davies and Bill 
Townsend third, Carole Kelly and Geoff 
Kenyon fourth and Barbara Boater and Julia 
Staniforth flfth. Annette Bralley and Charles 
Harrison won the consolation fmal, while the 
winners of the open pairs were Wendy and 
Geoff Harrison. 

The popular New Year No Fear Pairs at 
Brighouse was won by Joan and John Payne 
from the host club, with Neville Smith and 
Margaret Walker runners-up and Mike Collier 
and Jacqui Farrar third. 

The following week the Doncaster Swiss 
Teams saw Tom Gisbome, Sandy Davies, 
David Waxman and Richard Pike (Sheffield) 
just pip Tony Murray, Russ Parkinson, Adrian 
Goulding and Geoff Newman (Wakefield) for 
first place, with the Doncaster team of Chris 
Quigley, Richard Oraycott, David Ward and 
David Beresford finishlng third 

More recently the Yorkshire Cup, played at 
New Earswlck. resulted In a split tie for first 
place between the team of VIcky Hirst, Cynthia 
Robson, Jeffrey Scott and Keith Selles ond that 
of Dorothy Denn, Carol Wood and Joyce and 
Jan Campbell-Jones, the former being adjudged 
the winners. In third place were Trevor 
Hargreaves, Derek Rudkin, Mary Cook and 
Doug Smith, with Brian Graham, Roger Litton, 
Catherine Thompson and Margaret Allen 
fourth. 

A good score of 70.46% resulted In Tony Kent 
and Malcolm Robinson winning the Margery 
Cartwright Simultaneous Pairs. This was 
almost 2% more than the pair in second place, 
David Ounsby and Derek Rudkin. Other 
prizewinners were Jan and Mary Rodger, 
John O,Sulllvan and Hugh Davidson and 
Chris Quigley and Richard Draycott. The 
Hand Setter's Prize went to Wendy Horsley of 
York. 

Diary Oates: April 7 Doncaster Swiss Pairs; 
April 12-14 Scarborough Congress; April 18 
County Individual Final; April 21 Castle Swiss 
Pairs, Doncaster; April 27-28 York Congress. 
York; May 5-6 Bridllngton Congress, Driffield; 
May 12 County Mixed Pairs Final; May 19 
Yorkshire Masters Pairs (Grades 1 and 2 
Bradford Bridge Oub, Grade 3 York Bridge 
Oub); May 26 West Yorkshire Swiss Teams, 
Bradford; June 7-9 Yorkshire Congress, 
Harrogate. 
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THE L4 5T BOARD '".:'· 
By Laurie Jackson~.:-

THIS was the final board played at table 13 in 
the local pairs event 
North - The bidding was too horrible 
t . 10 9 3 to relate and so instead of fmish-
• 

1 

6 •42 ing in just 3NT, the N /S pair 
+. 8 7 5 4 , somehow managed to arrive in 
··~ A K 2\ 4NT1 South was declarer and 

West led \tQ with declarer 

South . • requiring 10 tricks. 
t ' A J 8 2 When dummy went down 
• South could see that she had only 
. + : ~ ~ J eight top tricks, but if the heart 
+ 6 4 finesse was right she could make 

"----....., all three hearts. She was In 
dummy immediately with the \tA so could take 
the heart finesse and if successful could re-enter 
dummy by leading her remaining small club to 
the \tK to repeat the finesse. 

Thus with two clubs, four diamonds, three 
hearts and the t A she could make her 10 tricks. 

So saying, having won the +Q opening lead 
with + A she took the heart finesse. 
Unfortunately this lost to West's king. The +J 
was led back. knocking out the +K. which now 
set up the defence' s remaining clubs. Since 
declarer was now bound to lose the lead when 
she eventually played on the spade suit she 
went one down. 'You were unlucky,' said 
North. 'Had East held the \'K you would have 
made it.' 

The travelling score slip revealed that apart 
• from the usual odd contracts and equally odd 

. -,: 

results, most pairs had bid and made 3NT, 
except that South at table one had made an 
overtrick in 3NT for a mmplete top on the 
board. 

'How did they manage to make 10 tricks 
when the heart finesse was wrong?' queried 
South. 

'"They must have had a heart lead, giving 
South a free finesse,' said a sympathetic Easl ,. 

But West pointed out that even If she had 
led fourth highest from Kxxx in hearts that 
would only give South two heart tricks, 
because the finesse would still fall when South 
eventually took the finesse herself. 

They all agreed, prompting North/ South 
to go across to table one to ask how South had 
made 10 tricks with the heart finesse failing.· 
Apparently the opening lead at table one had 
also been +Q. 

'I didn' t take the heart fmesse because that 
is only a 50% chance. 1 led the ; 10 and ron it, 
losing to West's king. I won the' +J continua­
tion and then ron the t 9, which held the trick. 
and followed up with the t 3. Whether or not 
East chooses to cover the t 9 with his queen 
this play wins three tricks when either East 
has both honours or If East/West have one 
each, whlch Is a 76% chance . ,. 

The North/South pair 13 drifted away 
slightly embarrnssed, realising that this situa­
tion was similar to the previous week's final 
board. 



:.:...;......._ ..... ~!. ..... ~ines emerging in Spain 
Derek Srnedley, 
International 

r-...... t"t.O .. of \Vine 

source of such brands 
Hb:onttlellle, Don Cortez and 

Spain has found it 
to shake off its cheap 
so cheerful image. 

!'ll;l:,lnllv there has always 
but, in a way, it was 

on as different - not 

~is in the past and 
Spain is zinging: so 

Is happening and great 
are emerging. One big 

that Spain has over 
countries is the 

of wonderful old vines. 
the vine gets to an age 

years plus, concentration 
and therefore quali­

lilaea!jji!S dramatically. 
a country it is better 

for its red wines, but 
some lovely, different 

whites. The 
grape from Galicia 

fragrant peachy 
while Chacoli from 

is refreshingly 
tingly lime 

Carinena make for intense 
reds, with a mix of redcurrant 
and mint chocolate, wonder­
fully deep and complex. Do try 
our mixed case special in the 
box below. 

I make no apologies that in 
our main offer we have two 
whites and four reds. Not only 
does this mirror the Spanish 
position, but we are not yet 
free from the winter chill. 

The region of Rueda, to the 
north of Segovia, is an area 
influenced by the mighty 
Duero River. Bitterly cold in 
the winter and searingly hot in 
the summer, it is a great white 
wine area, with the Verdejo 
being the main grape. 

Conscious of the potential 
quality of the area several 
wineries planted Sauvignon 
Blanc, with amazing results. 
Con Class SauvigJIDII Bla11c 
2001 (1)is lovely, full of tropical 
fruit flavours and very fresh on 

mid-palate. It goes so well with 
fish and poultry dishes. 

Close to Barcelona is the 
region of Penedes, best known 
for sparkling wine (Cava). 
Here Miguel Torres makes fas­
cinating reds and whites from 
local as well as French grape 
varieties. Vina Esmeralda 2001 
(2) is bursting with fragrance, 
perfume from Gewurz­
traminer and spice from 
Muscat. Chilled it makes the 
perfect aperitif. 

It would be very wrong to 
have a Spanish mix without a 
Rioja. Navajas Criarrza 1998 
(3) is full of interest, not too 
heavy but still mouth-filling. 
The chalky slopes of Rioja are 
ideal for both Tempranillo and 
Gamacha. 

Close to Rioja is the Province 
of Navarra, where Guelbenzu 
grow French vines alongside 
the local varieties. Guelbcuzu 
Azul 1999 (4) is based on 
Tempranillo, but has both 
Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Merlot blended in, a soft rich 
wine with a mix of forest leaf, 
cassis and plum - no better 
partner for beef dishes and 
stews. 

We journey across northern 
Spain for our fifth offering, 
Calatayud has been producing 

wine through history, but was 
little known In this country 
until the work of a Scottish 
wine maker, Pamela Geddes, 
changed all that. Working in a 
local co-operative, she makes 
eminently drinkable wines, full 
of character. Pocma Gamaclra 
Syralt 2000 (5) demonstrates 
the excitement of blending. 
The blackberry flavours of 
Gamacha are enhanced by the 
black pepper of the Syrah; try it 
with pork and ' lamb for real 
enjoyment. 

Still moving east we come to 
the Casters del Segre, based 
around Lerida. Gamacha and 
Ull de Lebre (Tempranillo) are 
the main grape varieties. Castel 
del Remei Gotim Bnt 1999 (6) 
is packed with berry fruit and 
fresh cherry flavours - all too 
easy to drink. 

Do try a mixed case, it will 
be an eye-opener and will 
certainly not disappoint. 

r-----E:iiu-MEMBiiis-,-wiNE-cLiiB-oiiDEiiFoRM 
PI e send 1 telephone 1 fax I e-mail your order 011 this form to: Hedley Wright Wine Merchants, 

eas 11 The Twyford Centre, London Road, Bishop's Stortford, Herts CM23 3YT 
Tel: 01279 465818 Fax: 01279./65819 e-mail: 

White 1. Con Class Sauvignon Blanc 2001 
2. Vina Esmeralda 200 I Torres 

Red 3. Navajas Crianza 1998 Rioja 

4. Guelnbenzu Azul 1999 Navarra 

5. Poema Gamacha Syrah 2000 Calatayud 

6. Castell del Remei Gotim Bru 1999 

Taster 7. 2 bots of each wine 

Special 8. The Best of Spain 

12 bots 
12 bots 

12 bats 
12 bats 
12 bats 
12 bots 

12 bats 

12 bots 

Price No 
£71.88 
£71.88 

£83.88 
£83.88 
£59.88 
£83 .88 

£75.88 

£131.88 
TOTAL 

Value 

· on the British Mainland is FREE to all EBU members (Non-members please add 
The price includes VAT. Dehverybe made by Cheque (payable to Hedley Wright Wine Men:hants) or by Credit Card. 

~ · ge) Payment can 
£7.50 or cam a embership number on all orders. 
Please quote your m DEUVERY ADDRESS IF DIFFERENT 

Name ___ ~~~~-------------
Membership Number::---------
Address 

Post Code=------------
Telcpi.J .. o:n:_e __________ _ 

email-

Name 
Address 

Post Code 
Telephone 

. I Amex No ___j___j___}__ Expiry Date __;_ 
Mastercard I Vlsa _J___l Issue No ___ _ 
Switch No _/ -

Signature ------------------------------------------------------
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M~mm~--- EMBER 
Midlands' Leading Bridge Club 

Duplicate: Monday, Tuesday and Friday at 6.50pm 
Sunday at 6.30pm; Wednesday and Saturday 1.30pm 

Host System: Tuesday, Friday and Sunday 
Rubber Bridge: Thursday 1.45pm English Bridge 

Published by the English Bridge Union 
The publishers of English Bridge 
reset'V(: the right to refuse advertise­
ments from non-members of the EDU 
without giving any reason. U the 
publisheri refuse an advertisement 
from a member of the EBU, the 
Editorial Board will give Its rea.sons 
for doing so. The l:BU seeks to 
exclude statements that it recognises 
to be !nco~ or misleading. 
Publication does not signify that tlie 
EDU accepts any liability for the per­
formance of the advertiser. The EBU 
acrepts no responsibility for what is 
not within its rontrol. 
EC Package Travel Directive: it is the 
responsibility of holiday organisers 
to comply with the terms of the 
Directive. and to demonstrate to their 
clients that they ha\'e done so. The 
EBU will make advice available to 
licensees and advertisers. It is not 
however responsible for the perfor­
mance of holiday organisers. 

Those booking overseas 
holidays including a.ir charter travel 
are strongly adviSed to ask for the 
name and A TOL licence number of 
the operator roncemed before pay­
ing their deposiL An A TOL licence 
ensures that refunds of travel rosts 
will be available in the event that the 
operator fails. Further information is 
available from the Ovll Aviation 
Authority (tel: 020 7379 7311) 

PARTNERS WANTED 

SENIOR, Life Master, county 
player wants partner for congress­
es and perhaps holidays. London/ 
Essex area. Box No: 159 

RETIRED LADY seeks another 
bridge teacher I director to help her 
run bridge weekend courses. South 
UK coast initially. Please write to 
Box No: 160 

GENTLEMAN bridge partner 
required by lady for weekends and 
holidays. Moderate to high 
standard. Box No: 161 

NATIONAL master male seeks 
partner male I female for congress­
es/club. Willing to play any 
system. North London/Essex area. 
Box No: 162 

IIOl.llJAYS 

FRIENDLY DUPUCATE 
BRIDGE IN 

WESTON·SUPER·MARE 
FoiiO'o\ing the closure of The Rozel, Gary 
and joy are pleased 10 announce thai !heir 
new \·enue is Dauncey'sllotelln Oaremont 
CrescenL The llotel ha.s a rcpubllon for 
ccellent cuisine and hospitality and the 
function rooms and bedrooms hal'e 
spectacular \iews o\·er Weston Ba)'· 
The dates for 2002 are 19-2 I April, 
~ Odobtt, J-3 Non mber. 
The cost Is £139 pp. full board (no 
slagle supplement). Stay Sunday nlgbt 
IIlli fo r Just £25. 
Master Points and excellent prizes. Also, 
bridge partners prmided for single guests. 
Bridge licensed by Jhe EBU. Please call the 
llotd on Ol9H...tlOl80 for a brochure or 
to book, or for funher details please call 
Gary on 07796-566693 or Joy on 01934 
617018. We hope to sa )'OU soon. 

l\liSCELLANEOUS 

ESSEX C LUB with Duplimate 
seeks another to exchange break­
down/ repair s tandby facility. 
01245 222393. ron.webb@tesco.net 

BRIDGE GIFTS 
DIRECT 

Largest selection of Brtdge Gilts 
and accessories In the UK 

For the catalogue and price list 
conw::t Bridge Gifts Direct 
20 Parson Street, Hendon 

NW.f l QB 
" 020 83.f6 0979 (Carole) 

Fu: 020 83<16 .f69.f 

Monthly Saturday Supper & Duplicate: First Saturday 
In month 6.30pm. Members £6, non-member £8, 

Bridge £2. Prior booking essential. Visitors welcome. 
Room Hire: Available for meetings & conferences 

Resident stewardess, bar and refreshments, 
car park, close to Junction 5 on M42 

West Midlands Bridge Club Ltd 
909 Warwick Road, Sollhull 891 3EP 

Telephone: 0121-704-9633 

JAS ' RACING SERVICE 
Good Q uality and Reliable 

ALUMINIUM {///~ • Racing Tips ~~ 
CHAIN SCREENS I . . \ 
D 

'

u· d Sound Do il y Service 
oors: r ln ow.r ~ Colours:SirifHs: PaJtt rnr throug hout t he Year 

Ptst Control: Room Diridt rs 

Tel: 020 8560 3337 

Fax: 020 8560 4-U2 ~ 
CJ.C. SCREENS 
Metro Centre St Johns Road 
lslcworth TW7 6NJ 

Computer Scoring 
• Duplicate Pairs and Teams 

• Very user friendly & quick- designed 
for Windows, with Windows Help 

• Most Pairs Single Session Movements 
In the EBU Book built In Results web 
page with Travellers Matchpoint, Butler 
or Cross IMP scoring Many features -
handicaps, sections, ladders, prtnts 
master points, prtnts movement cards, 
MP or IMP palrs scoring etc. 

• Uploads to BGB lor simultaneous pairs 

FREE 8 week trial. Very simple 
download (8-20 mlns) lrom 
www.bllgh.org.uk or call 

01525 3821771or CD. Price - £39 

Buy British hand-made bridge 
cloths direct from the 

manufacturer and save money. 
Over 1 00 different designs to 
choose from. Free delivery 

anywhere In the world. 

CLUBS 

Brand New 
YOUNG CHELSEA 

LADDER 

Runs 2nd Apr - End of Aug 
.£2,600 prize fund 

020 7373 1665 
www.ycbc.co.uk 

BRIDGE COMPUTERS - BUY DIRECT! ·. 
A OIOICB Of 3 SUPERB BRIDGE CO.\IPUTEIS FROM COliNTIMilDE (E5TD 1911) 

PRO BRIDGE 310 £99.95 (strong, hand-he ld opponent) see IllUSTRATION · 
PRO BRIDGE 510 £249.95 (optional adaptor £9)- d ub strength table · 
top model - dimensions (open) 225 x 225 x height ' 80mm ' 

PRO BRIDGE PROFWOR £79.95 (the perfed tutor) 

Picture shows Pro Bridge 3 1 0 ond Pro Bridge 
Professor - different models but some shape & size 
195 x 1 08mm. For further information and photos, 
please call us or see our Christmas 2001 adverts. 

Prices include FREE INSURED DEUVERY within the 
UK. To place your ORDER NOW, ring 01 353 
7 40323 to pay by aedit/debit card, or send · 
cheque to the address below. Orders are invariably 
dispa tched within 24 houn. 

COUNTRYWIDE COMPUTERS - ncsort.a uouse, tlllp l1red, 
'llburtaa, Camba CB& 3RI Td: 01353 7iOll3 (~londay-Frlday, 9.001111 - Uep.) 

Simas or 111mz. Olas, lll.luom .1011 a.a....- ~'Ita. SlaJoHii.'IIIIUIIU .,..,_ ......, 

Classified 
advertisements 

Ad vertisements for the 
J une 2002 ed1tton 

must be received by 

APR 22ND 2002 

Minimum of £14.25, up to 15 words; additional words 
£1 each. Box Number charge £4.50 

Send this ~oupon, with cheque payable to English 
Bridge Umon, to: Matthew Read, EBU, Broadfields, 
Blcester Road, Aylesbury, HP19 BAZ 

Name (block letters) .. ... .... .. ....... . ............................. 
Tel •.•••••..•....••. . •.• •..•...•... •..• . .• •. •• . .•. . •.•••.•..•••....••.• • 

Address •• ..•. ....•. .•••...•.••... ..•...•• .• •...• ..••.••••••••• •••••• .• 

.................................................................. ······· 

......................................................................... 

. ........................................................ ················ 



We arc repeating our successful 
holidays to the following hotels 

which were ful~y sold out last year · 

ENGLISH BREAKS 2002/3 
FREEPHONE 

0800 0346246 

The Chadwick Hotel, Lytham St Annes 
March/ November - 3 nights from £139 

The Chadwick Hotel is a friendly, family-run hotel, winner of the 
prestigious North West Small Hotel of the Year award. It is situated on the 
seafront overlooking the Ribble estuary. All its 72 bedrooms are en-suite, 
most of which have a private bath or shower. The Four Seasons Restaurant 
offers a classically elegant atmosphere in which to enjoy quality food and 
service. The hotel's other amenities include heated pool, apa bath, sauna, 
Turkish room and solarium. 

·The Three Counties Hotel, Hereford , · , . 
[Eastler and August Bank Holiday - 3/4 nights from £179 

Counties is situated just a stroll along the river from the historic 
city of Hereford. Standing in over three acres of gardens it is an idyllic 
a bridge break. All the rooms are en-suite with satellite TV, tea and 

[l!e_}t"nwang facilities, hair dryers, telephone and 24-hour room service. 

I- • 

The Woodcraft Tower Hotel, Bournemouth 
April/September 3/ 4/ 7 nights from £149 

December 5 nights £199 
A relaxed atmosphere awaits you in the comfort of this family-run 40-
bedroom hotel renowned for its fme cuisine. It is situated within a short 
walking distance of Boumemouth' s East Cliff, the golden sands and 
promenade, the town centre' s pier, shops and award-winning gardens. All 
rooms have private bath or shower, colour TV and tea and coffee making 
facilities. There is a delightful bar with doors leading on to the sunny patio 
for drinks and bar lunches. 

'crayde Bay Holiday Village, North Devan' 
June/September - 3/4/7 nights £139/ £169/£259 

Croyde Bay Holiday Village is situated on the beautiful scenic coast of 
. North Devon just a five-minute stroll from the village of Croyde. The 
scenery is spectacular and there are lots o.flovely coastal walks nearby, It 
has everything to offer. first class food and accommodation and many 
facilities including a superb indoor pool, jacuzzi, leisure centre, bowls, 
tennis courts and mini golf. 
The chalet-style accommodation is all en-suite with colour TV and tea 
and coffee making facilities. 

our overseas holidays please sec inside of front cover 
~--~~~~~~~~~~------~~~~~~------



SPECIAL OFFER 
Competitive Bidding - Senior 
Getting Started - North 
It's Your Bid - SIM1er 
It's Your Lead - Senior 
No Trump Play -Brock 
Plan Your Defence - North 
Simple Conventions - Horton 
Your First 20 Deals - SIM1er 

BUY ONE FOR £5 
·BUY TWO FOR £9 

THE 
g~ct/ 

GAME 

BUY FIVE FOR £20 . 
BUY ALL EIGHT FOR £30 Conventions Today- Senior £12.99 

Play These Hands With Me - Reese £9.99 
Reese On Play- Reese £12.99 

BUY ALL THREE FOR £25 

TERENCE REESE 

The Expert Game 
- Reese 

FfJI E&,QQ £5 

New Bridge Softw•re for MAC • Mike a..wrence Leaaona (Conventlona, Defence, Prlv•te Leaaon Vol. 1 •nd 2) £39.99 

}~ ;~-;BtO~~H;~T~~GE-£;4.~, -~ ... I 
The best program for Acol players • AcoVStandard English/5-card 
majors • Allows random, biased or Inputting your own deals • 
Bidding Tutor gives expert advice during the auction • Wide range 
of popular conventions and lead styles • Alerts and explanations 
available • Playing Tutor gives tips and advice while playing • 
World's largest bidding database • Learn Bridge course and 
MlniBridge game for beginners • Rate your bidding facility • Team 
matches • Forecasting contracts • Hints, take-backs and claims. 

BRIDGE BARON 12 £59.99 £54.99 
"Acol, Standard American, 5-card majors and Two-Over-One • 96 J 

challenge hands designed by Easley Blackwood • Wide choice of . 
opening conventions • Bidding and play hints • Double dummy 
defence feature • Deal generator creates point and card distribu­
tions or bidding sequences • Five time winner of the World 
Computer Bridge Championships • Two billion random but recre­
atable deals • 2 new bridge tournaments • Expanded bidding 
Interpretation and Improved bidding, declarer play & defence. 

BUY BLUE CHIP BRIDGE· the no. 1 bidding program· and GIB v 4.1 (£69.99). the no. 1 
playing program • together for the special price of £109.99 ••• a saving of £25 

A high quality wool baize table with 
mahogany frame and click lock action, fold- Strongest bridge computer available 

• ing wooden legs. Approximately. 30.5" (Batteries and mains adaptor not 
square and 27" high. included- Adaptor costs £9.99) 
STANDARD TABLE-'49.Qi NOW PRO·BRIDGE 310 £99.99 
£39.95 or £34.95 for 4 or more Easy to use, lightweight portable 

Click lock action, metal legged table with a deals infinite hands. Runs on 4 x 
durable green plastic playing surface. AM batteries. PRO-BRIDGE LINK 
Approximately. 33" square and 27" high. Purchased together. Lead supplied 
(not pictured) £334.99 Save £15 

-••-=1 Contributors Include: 
~·-·--t Brock, Kokish, Senior, Riga!, 

-t~~~>o•~~a-·-·t Hackett, and Smith. Features 
Include: Marks & Comments -
featuring the world's best bidding 
panel • The Abbot's Tales by Bird • 
Test Your Defence by Pottage • 
Jourdain's Problem Corner • 
Landy's Notebook • National and 
International News • Readers' 
Letters • Partnership Profile and 
much, much more. 

Subscribe now and save 20% off 
the cover price • only £34.95 for 12 

Issues. Call us now on 020 7388 2404 
for your FREE sample Issue 

POSTAGE CHARGES: ADD £2.50 FOR SOFTWARE AND £8 FOR COMPUTERS - ALL OTHER ITEMS ADD 100/o (£1 MINIMUM) 

We haven't room to list all of the items we stock - contact us and we'll send you the 
NEW 2002 Bridge Catalogue 

The London Bridge Centre • 369 Euston Road London NW1 3AR 
Tel: 020 7388 2404 Fax: 020 7388 2407 brldgeshop@easynet.co.uk www.brldgemagazlne.co.uk 



Beat today's experts 
Thc.,c hands arc all from modern events anti 
David turd points to smnc useful lessons 10 be 
learned from them. Sec how your efforts 
compare with the experts' bidding. 

April2002 

West hands 

(imp scoring on every deal) 

1. Game All 
Dealer West 

~ KJ 9 3 2 
("" J 8 2 

A96 

(Stansby) t!t Q 2 
* South bids 30 (weak) if possible * 

2. E-WGame 
Dealer East 

~ A9 74 
-," KQJ9 

( AQ8 

(Soloway) t!t A K 
*South opens lt!t, North bids 3t!t * 

3. N-5 Game ~ Q 10 7 6 2 
Dealer West rt 10 7 6 

, Q 8 5 

(Bum) t!t Q J 
* North opens 2 (weak) * 

4. Game All ~ K 762 

Dealer West C:: A 

·. AK2 

(MacKenzie) t!-AKQ94 

5. Love All ~ KJ 2 
Dealer East \" J8542 

\"'• J 10 7 5 

(13crlens) t!-A 

6. Love All ~ A95 

Dealer East \7 1< 

J 10 9 8 4 2 

(Lev) t!-AJ4 

Did youl1ent tl!c expcrts?- Page 28 

Beat today's experts 
These h:uuls arc all from mudcrn events and 
Oa,·ld Bird points to some useful Jessuns tu he 
learned from them. Sec hnw your efforts 
cnmpare with the c.~perls' bidding. 

April 2002 

East hands 
(imp scoring on every deal) 

1. Game All 
Denier West 

~ A Q 10 8 7 6 
'; A953 

J 
(Martel) t!t A J 
*South bids 3" (weak) if possible* 

2. E-W Game 
Dealer East 

~ 10 62 
~) 10 8 7 54 3 

( I< 6 

(Hamman) t!t 5 3 
*South opens lt!t, North bids 3t!t * 

3. N-SGame 
Dealer West 

~ AK9853 
"J A 

\~ -

(Callaghan) t!t A K 10 8 7 6 
*North opens 2 . (weak)* 

4. Game All ~ J 8 54 
Dealer West <:: 54 

' 10 9 7 3 

(Campbell) t!-732 

5. Love All ~ AQ98753 
Denier Enst ~ AI< 

. A3 

(13akkcren) t!t 10 9 

6. Love All ~ 1<2 
Dealer East '• A J 6 4 3 

t'. AQ65 

(1\lohan) t!t 7 3 

Did you bL'nt tllc experts?- Page 28 


