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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

The apprcv~d !'vlaster Pian and Interpre tive Pro·;pectus for Independence 

Nat ional Histor; cal Dark ca!! for th e reconstruction of City T avern as a 

i L!nct ioning 18tr. century tavern . Tf-ie visitor experi ence in the structurP. 

shou ld be enharoced by an appeal to his senses of smell and taste. 

There are numerous excellent restaurants in the general vicinity ot 

Cit y Tavern and it is not the intention of the National Park Service to place 

i tse!f in compP.t:tion with these estabiishments . Obviously then , to eat at 

City Tavern rnust be an interpret ive experience, as well as a gastronomic 

delight. With this in mind, there are two nas1 r. rules the National Park 

Service shcr,uld follow : 

1. The food and beverage servi ce shou Id be under the 

operatio·1 of a nonprofit o rganizat ion rather lhan a concessionaire. 

P. concessionaire motivated hy prof i t would probably have a more 

compet it ive att i tude toward othe r food service enterprises nearby, thus 

creat ing a po tentia l source for neighborhood fr ict ion. Also potential 

furn isi1ings dono rs ht:ve shown a hesi tancy to become involved it th ey 

are provi d ing a sett ing for someone else to m ake a profit . 

With the concu rrence of the Direc tor. Northeast Region, the 

Super in tendent has inqu ired of Eastern National Park and Monument 

A ssocia t ion abou t ~h eir in terest 1n operating City T avern. The D irec tors 

o f EN P& MA indica ted a st rong in terest ir 1 Ci ty T avern at their Apri l 3, 
1973 meet ing and appoin ted a spec ia l commi tt ee: to invest igate the 

opportunity on behalf of the Board . 

2 Serve a h 1stor1c menu at a reasoriable pr ice. Local 

res tau rant owners woul d be disr leased if the City Tavern fare was 

o ther than h 1stor1cal . 111 thei r mind ;t wou ld then become competitive . 

It would dlso prov ide a greater service to ou t of town 
visitor <; 1t prices can rema in reasonable. A large family vis iting 
Philadelphid wi ll find th at lodging and meals can be ra ther expensive. 
Hopefu lly, we w1'I be able to keep the pr ices wi thin the rangt of most 

v 1s1 tors . 

Th e 1dt.: ,1 of recons truct ing the h.uiici iny ad1acent to City Tavern (to the 
sou th ) tu ron td1n the ki tchens cind se rv ice area has mer :t and should be carried 

,is far as programming \'\" ' II dll ow 

Archeoluyy ot the City Tavern si te wil l probably be unnecessary since 
luter build ings on that loca tion inc luded deep basemen ts. Dur ing demo li tion of 



the later buildings, A rc heologist Bruce Powe!i noticerl no 18th century ruins of 

significance. Archeology on the back of the City Tavern lot. near Dock Street, 

cou ld possibly locate a we!!, trash pit or privy that would give cunitors the 

details ot the establishment's eating (and drinking) paraphernalia . .. swell as 

verity the menu of the 18th centmy . 

Certain progrc.rTJ fundiny f o r the City T dVern Project was made availabl~ 1n 

the 1972 F i:;ca! Year. Add itional furids were allotted in Fiscal Year 197.J and we 

are hopefu l that the final installmen! will occur in Fiscal Year 1975. In any 

case, it is !mperat1ve that Citv Tavern be operative anJ open to the public by 

rn1d 1976. 
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ARCHITECTURAL DAT A 

Foreword 

As µart of Independence Nat1 rJnal H istor ical Park the reconstruct ion of 

City r avern (bu i lt 177'?. demol!sh ed 1854) wiii help tell the story of ou r 

na tion 's independence. To put it in curren t idiom, City T avern was where the 

action was. Paul Revere's dramatic r ide from Massachusetts to Pennsylvania, 

announcing the blockade o f the Bo ston port , he:ited p•1blic feeling to the 

boil:ng point Ne · ly 300 citizens crowded into City T ave rn to hear th e 
reactions of lccal leaders and to resol · ·~ to corivene the F ir<;t Con tinen~al 

Congress. When Philacie lphia was m ade our nation's temporary Cap itol, C ity 

T avern provi ded i:h~ infurmal rn~e t ir.g piace r:Jf the ~irst iegislators, iustices, 

and members of thE: execu tive. 

City TJvern. after reconstruction. will be :1:1 effect ive sett in~1 rn V'vh1ch 

to tell th is h1~tory Bu t City T avern will also be a stage for present day 

social and cultural even ts, echoi;ig those wh;ch 011ce took place the1e. V isitois 

t o City T avern wi!I eat foods which ·.rvere commo11 1n the 18th cen tu ry , thus having 

a tangi b le exper• erce which will broaden the inte1 prc tarion of the pdrk And , by 

Jppoin tmen t . a Jemo.1strat ion of 18th century coJkin::i cou Id Ge of fer ~d to beth 

schoo l children and y2ar round pa1 k vi si tors 

In fact , City TJvern could be the i1v1n9 t<1Stoi / facili t y oi IPdependence 

Ndt :c r-,al Pdr~ ba'_,;·, ..... -,~ the "hcinds oti 1c:;tr1r. t10n<, 1n ('L:r u 'l y rec; tored 

Jn,:J f1Jrn1shed t11stor1c bulld1rigs_ 

Such a ac1i 1t / wo:Jld also 1t,l1(;'1.·e CPrfd1n k1nd5 of prL : su;e 1r. the 

h1stor1c build .Pgs ther,·bv redL1C'riy some of the rna1 ·1tendnce µrQblems :n tfit-: 

'Jr;91nal s '.ru ctur»~ H1sto'1cal and pan1c1 1..: =oc1et1es could hold even ts 1n 

Ci ty T dvern_ m sical Jnd tt·,ec1ter groups could perfoim ttv :. a11ci the Phil auel;Jh1a 

Dancing .A.ssPmbl" cocild have dn111versary parties cornn-.emo1at1n9 t his ~Uuc t ure. 

one u the.r ear' v' homes_ C1tv T ._ivern s;io~:d he wor keri hcird with v.s1tor 

l·i1 · t1c1pat1ori 

I\~ d p art1.:. oa t1ur1 st ruc ture, lhe n~cor1siruc t 1<.H1 of C1 1v Tavern 1~ c 

vdl•d proiect. But th .re drt.: many whrJ fl.el tb<:Jt ou1 world ha~ enouqh ex t,m : 

18th ce11 tL!r,· stru c tures wh ich need our und1v1dec1 ,l!tent1,;n w1 ;hout d•luting 

our efforts liy achl1nq .i reconstru c t1011 to o~ r md1nienance schPdul~s - I have 

much 0 .,m1pathy ' o • tt1 is v1ewµo1nt. T he Nd1_1onal P<Jrk Serv•n' has ~ufhred 

t·•1ouuh troin ·•nposecJ acct-:p arice of strL!clures which rece1v:· 01:•>-t1mf' 1. 11ec ions 

n t ' «':,t:J 1dt 1();~ PlOnt:y dncl 1ndrlt-qu c1te funds for ma11~ten cir~Ct? _ But 1: City Tavern 

'dfl dhso rt, the u< : ,v 1t1l'~ which will dllovJ frpe l l <;l' o l the rpcunstruct1o n dnd 

its reproducti on fun.1sh111q~ . :t will 1n mar1y way<:. sPrvt.: to Sd t 15fy tht~ 
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v1s•tor\ rH·ed tr, h·~ "1n ' c1 roo1n arHJ to " live" the 18th centur-y for i:l 

short time.! bel,t·vc th1., LJ be the overr1d1ng argumen t for the recon st ruct10 11. 

I '1 tt11~ :1 ~h1 the fril1 u ·.'v1 1HJ repor t is a p1 est•ntat1ori uf 1 nfo rn~ dt1on 

''-'11c t1 the N« 1 1cma! Pdrk Service staff hds assembled c1bout City Tavern. Tb1s 

repor' e~ i>ld1t:o w hv ,rnd h0w City Tavern evolved JS a bu!ld1n9 cH1d as d 

bus111es'. dlld ho·A arid wnv we su9r1est 1t b e reconstruc ted. 

Rep o r b such dS th is have a vcilut: to the 1e5!o;at1on recunstruct io11 process. 

To wr itP sornt:th1ng is to understano it , and to wr i te d ra t 1c•nale fo r a decision 

,5 to hJve tested 1t Tl us i.h is report I'.:> an 1:1tegral par! o1 the recons t ruc t ion 

pldnnin<j proces-,. For tht: rc:acier , the' report offr1-, a1• 1ns1ght into tlie thmk ing 

bt1 h1nd the pldn for ' '.:c0ns tru c t1un 

n,e des1 g11 deu '.,10 ns dS presented lwr e1n d re 111 te ri cJed for rev 1evv c1nd fo r 

ri1scu.;;~ · 1 dlld dil con1111en b will tw -.velc011wd as conrr1but1nq to d better final 

prudl.• r 

l 'J r··r oyn11e !ht· dec.~1or' t u r~cons tr.i ct this hu iid ing . ;.ind to 1nforr;o 

the public ol i ts pt'i 10 rl nf t>x1') ten r.1 " my co lleagut!s dr 1d 1 su~1~1est tha t a 

n,o d' 'S1 d rt'')Secl ~ton<~ be r·sertt rl fWd f Ont; LUllH'? I cd tht fr rw t f.Jl dde With the 

i .-: I r ) (,I j r3 • , , , l I I (\~ • j t 1 ' ' - '\ ._ : i p i ( k st• I V 1 (' I~ 1 9 7 ~ 
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Acknowledgements 

One of t he rewards of working at Independence Ndt ional Hi storical Park 

has been the tearn aspect of each projec t. The number o f projects has been so 
many, and the i r scope so large, t hat over the years there have been many 

disciplines and man·; part icipan ts brought to bear on the work to be done. 

Since the early 1950s, histor ians associated with the park h ave been 

gather ing bits an d pieces of evidence relat ing to the st ructu re and events o f 

City T avern. 1 To l ist th ese indiv iduals would be to l ist the personne l 

f i le. Inst ead, I su m ma ril y exp ress my grati tude for thei r sharp ey es ;:ind 

patien t note taking. The fruit o f thei r work speaks for itself in the ex tensive 

ch rono lo91cal h istorv note file, w hich was the basis for th is report . 

In t he 8a r!y 1960s, one of these historians was assigned the task cf 

writing the first Histo r ic Structure Report on City T a•.1ern .2 Miss Miriam 

OLlinn (now Mrs. Joseph Biimm) , who undertook the projec t , app lied her 

sleuthing gen ius c;ncJ tenacity and gathered a great deal more pertinent 

information . Mrs. Blimm, prior to re t iring from the National Park Service , 

wrote a draft for a second report. Parts o f it read so wel l that with h er 

permission I have incorporated portions, par t icularly those which deal 

wi th the Ph il ade lph ia scene at the time City Tavern wa~ established an d 

those w h ich explain Ci t y Tavern's relat1onsh1p to other ordinary taverns 

and th eir !~gal license (see Sect ion I ). 

I must thank Nlrs. Betty Cosans fo r the benefi t of her research :nto 

the motivat ions for lar1d transac tio ns 1n 8th c. Ph1l.1delph 1a carr ied •.Jut 

while gathering background rnater1al for the recent urban archeolog•cal work 

do ne J t r: 1dnkl1n Court and Dock Creek w ith Miss Bdrbara Liggett This rnateri dl 

contr1bt; ted :o d better u r derstand1nq of the develormen t ,1rr angt::men ts between 

1. f-il' stocKhorders, ;hp ldrido"vner. dnd tht- ou.lder o Crty T Jvern. 

1 Robt.'f [ E.irie G rc1hrH''· :r1 1953, \'VrOtt' c1n art icle " Th T ,1verns of 

Colon1r1I P .. adelµh •d." H _,fryr1c Ph1lad1? lf)h .a . An1er1::Jn Ph1 losoph1cdi 

Soc 11? f y TrJnsac t ior1s . V ol 43 , Part I (Phiiudelph1 a. 1953), p . 318. wh.ch q1ves 

·' 'Jery goorl SLi rvey of tlll th .~ flldJOr L? drl v Pli il,1delph1J taverns dlld ho tels 

:ncl ud1ng C1'.y T avu11 . 

' ) 

' l nclL·t«'lldt:nct' Ndl1o ncJI H1 sto r1cd' Pdrl-.. (her ed ft er INHP\, H1 stor1t. 

Struc ture R:O'port on Cit y l-Jvern, P<1 rt 1 ··H1 sto r 1ccil D J ta," (Se11t. , 

1962) , by l\11r•cJrn Ou1nn As pclrt of tht· 1'\J HP Mdster PIJri D1 c1\\11 1gs' HP IND 3001. 

"he:tj t · 1 & '2 Dt't. 1954 . " ~ ci ude h1s tor1 r_11 111iurrnat1on t'n Ci ty L 11 . .:1 •1 
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E.as1ca :ly , no archeo!og1cal work has bicen done dt the Ci t y Ta\ erri site 

Nat1 011 <.1 : Park Serv ice Archeolog1st 8 . Brue~ Powell wrote a shor t e: p icJndt1on for 

this 1n 19e2.3 

The architectural analy sis of the docurnenb gath t; red by the N 1t1u11al Pdrk­

Serv1ce h 1s tor1 ans, p lus additional gathering of information by the a ch 1tects 

themselves, began 1n 1962 . In th summer of 1963, I had the 1nvalu 1ble d1d of 

student arch i tec t, James Elling, whc, among other things. helµed in the 

determination of C1tv T avern 's volume 1n compar ison to its neighlJc ' . the Bank 

of Penn5'1lvan 1a . The following year student architec t Joan SJl zrr: an joined our 

staf f , anc was ex tremely helpful in drawin9 up the preliminary recor struc t1 on 

plans and in gathering compa rative details . 

lssucrnce of the architectural report w as postponHi at that ti me lri 1972, 
the n·,aterial was brought ou t of ~tcrage . and has been ·t-ie subject of 12 

examina t ion and scrut1n v, th 0 resul ts o f which are pres·~nkd herew!lt 

I w!sh lo thank Arch1 tPc.t L eE::' H NPlson and th e ·eq of the H ist< rical 

Architects for their occ as1onal reac tions ~o design dec151ons. and Stuar · 

MacD011ald pdrt icu lar ly for his w1!11ng anj dble hand 1n u1xlat1'lg the 

drawings I w ish to also than~ my husband Geu 1 g~ D . Batcheier . Jr ., w110 . 

1·x off1c 10. con tr ibuted cornn1er ts to mdk1; tt->e report mur-: readable .. 11 ·d 

Cnr1stirld Fuscel leiro cJnd u thers on the INHP Sldlf who tr ,, 1slcitec my 

hdn d v.;ri tten rext into legible ty pescr ipt. 

1.V"' ICJu " !urwdrd 11ow tu a furi 1sh :119~ rei •Gr t 1n which !\.1u*urns Cu dl'H 

Cor Sldf1Ct ' \ ' Ht•l<;~>ey \',I {' ' r.t~ ((l'JI'')('' 0 c .. -o ''ll Cn.iriP'.> .'j Do11r.~11 ... i. e,i1,wd 

L"· tht, luriiitL:'•' i1sted !Cir .JUct c.>n w hen Cit,; 7dvt-:rn ''.> mdnc:qer 11erit d121n~L·c ! hcJ1Hh 

'\1osr .nipur :dnt of ,di :; iii [)le' :ht· ~ur 1hcCJr'11r11i 1r>t»rpr1::1,1t.011 b·, Dr 

juh 11 D R P!cJti of :hr· l11'.>l!Hlldl PVi:111s w h ich v"J\'rL cLsp11 1f:<1 cltdi"'tivil vll•l 

t•''"tJrdl " il ,,, Ci t y T<Jvr;r·. 

Pe11e1ope H 1rtsh c} r 111: 3d :< li•· l t~r 

Resiurd! 'v'l Ar c h1tPCt 

f ebnrJI ¥ 9 . 19/J 

1 • '{J ,·f _..: B It;! Rt •f ; tJ![ f) / 1 {/ }1 ' ..i.4 .' ( /lt'tJftJ[jJ(,. JI S.'~Ji' 1 J \ ,l f (' t, l11 . t 1f' 1 ... )1.~t ' 

•AuljllSl 20 19~8) . 1/\11111 sh. · tcl1 St,(! d1)U Chdpll'( IV ' A 1 ·l1 t' tiloq 11 .i i D.ild 

i1 I '\i HP . H1stu 11L. Stru1.t0 r t• R t:;>OrT \111 Ci t y T .tVt'r1 1 f-'Jr t 1 (S,•p t , 19621 t1y' 

B Br, ,<_t r>o\V"'! I S1!e .1!~ 0 St·r· t•ul l IV 

d1~cu~s1ur of drc hi:oloy1 d i 1t 11~ ~ite 

R ecun:r~1 1 ·r JJ :: •1:; 1' this ' r' t>Of' f1>r 
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I. COMMERCIAL , FINANCIAL, AND ORGANIZATIONAL 
BACKGROUND OF CITY TAVERN 

Phil ade lph ia in the ea r ly 1770s was, as one English travel er noted . 

"perhaps one of th e wonders of the w orld ," not onlv "the f irst town in 

America . bu t one that [ b;d ] fai r to r ival anv in Europe." 1 It was the 

cap i tal of the Province of Pennsylvania, the "Queen city of the continent, · 

and th e secon d largest c ity of th e British Empire In i ts 3,600 houses l ived 

more than 30,000 people . I ts harbor w as a grea t hub o f act1vi ty. with ships 

that were loaded with a varie ty of cc;rgo es leaving for a! I par ts of the 

world. Proud Phil adel ph ians could boas t of their city's fine. straigh t 

pebblestone streets ; its smooth brick paved sidewalks ; and i ts publicly 

supported sys tem of stree t lighting. A l though the uniformity of the city p lan 

was disagreeable to some, most vis itors to th e ci ty approved of what they saw. 

" Th e magnificence of the capi tal as a whole .. l and ! the fine appearance 

of the houses and stree t s" caught the attent ion of one French traveler. 2 

Ph iladelphia. like V i rginia and Massachusetts. had reacted to th e 1.1oves 

n~ade by the mo ther coun try in the i 760 s to limit co lonial reedom . 

Th~ Stamp Act~ of J 7f4 had not been w elcomed by the Ph 11adelph 1ans. By 
1772 . however . the colon ies in general were expe r iencing a per iod o f relative 

ca! m. The col orw;ts. 1t w ouid seem . had !ired of protest . prosperitv and 

opt 1rn1sm prevailed in the colonies . 

Tht· cond1t 1011 s we re righ t therd ore. w hen a group of P iladE·l11h 1a s 

p r orrn :~ent c1 t1 zens embark ed upon a n os1 Jmh it ious undert dk 1nr:; -- the erect ion 

o " a la rge arid como d 1ous Tavern . " 3 ! t w as onl / f 1t rn1g H1at the iead1nq 

11\Jew ton D Merene ~s. ed , " Journal o f L o rcl Ad,Hn Gc..roon ." Tra vt>I\ 

11 1 rhe A rnem .:an Colo n ies . as qu o ted in "Pennsy lvan ia as Seen by An E ng l1sh 

T rdvel ler 111 1765" in 811!/e un o f F 11enrl s' H 1sron cal Sonerv o f Pennsvtvan1J . 

VII 3 • M JV 1 9; 7) 99 1 00. 

2 '. Unk nown F r e~ 11chrn 3n ! . " V o1age i1U Co r ~ tine 1 1 t L1 m er 1ca1 n par un F r c1 n ~ o 1 s 
Eri 1777 ." !'V1ll1dm iJ{)(f Mary Ouarter l v . 3rcf ser ies. XVI . 3 !J u ly 1959) . 

383 384 

3 ,. Decldrd t 1011 o f Tru ~ t . City Tdve rr1 ." Ft->bru dry 9 , 17 76 M isc . 

M,muscr1pt Co ll ectio n . A mer 1cdr; Ph 1l osoph1 cdl Soc ie ty (See App . Bl . See 

.dso cird fr cop v 11 1 Fo ldt·r Misc Pup er 5. n . d . Bo x . Bills & R ecP 1 pt ~ . 

N»wsp c1 p.r<:i . Misc E l1t dbt' tl1 Powe l Pp~. M SS h 1sto 11col Soc iet y if 

Pt:11nsylvan Id . 
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city ol the colonies should have d f111 e pldce 111 which v 1s1tor:; could stay, 

a p leasant place for Philadelph1ans and travelers alike to dine, and a ce11ter 

for soc ial an d cu lturCJI activit ies. More tr.an fifty o f the "principal 

gentl emen of the city" voluntarily subscr!rJed money 101 the erec11011 of City 

Tavern. 4 Numbered amony the original suoscr1bers were men prominent 1n th t: 

political life of PhiladElph1a ancf Pennsylvdni a: the " Pen nsylv ;:J11ia Farmer" 

John D !ck1nson, Governor John Penn, and future governors of the s1ate -:-homas 

Miffl in, Joseph Reed and Joseph Wharton . The great families of Philadelph ia were 

well represented ; such names as Tilghman , Cadwalader, Ingersoll, Sh inpen, 

and Ailen were on the subscription i1st . Every aspect of Philadelphia life of 

that ciay was represented : med ic ine, by Phineas Bond ; law, by :hief Justict> 

Ben1arn1r1 Chew and Jared Ingersoll , mercantile interests, bv Thom as Will ing 

and Henry Hill .5 This was a veritable " who's who" of Philadel r:>hia in 

1772. 

~rom dmong their m;mber, the su bscribers ctppu1n ted seven trustee~ 

Edward Sh ippen, Jr ., George Ciymer. Henry H ill. Joseph Shippen Jr . John 

Cadvvalader, John W ilcocks and Samuel Meredith .6 These gentlenien were tu 

ar:t as agents for the other subscribe~s and to supervise the ercc t1 011 ctnd 

management of the tdvern 

Of rh t~ t rustee'>, Joh11 Cadwalddt:r appare1.tl ·1 WdS chO<>L·n tr l'dSU1t:r. fo1 

dn1011y the Cddwaldder PdfWrs <1! the H!sto11 cal Soc11.:ty of Pe11nsvlvM11r. is cin 

t1ncJ ,1t1~cJ " Accor of Sundrv 81l !s of M.i ter1dls anLJ Work.mansh1p for Bu ildwq C1t·1 

" (spe Append i x C l All seve1 1 tru stl~es mu:,t t'idve J'.)1:itlv di)JHOVt'd 

whdtcvt•r pidll for th1· bu il cl1nli w .is !did tll'fort' ht•11~ . tl•.1t vvi10 Jut11nr.~d th1~ 

r; 'an \It' l dfl onlv Sptc'culall:. 

!fl John C<ldwd!aoer s dccou11t. rtk l dr~iest JJd •, m.: 1 1t mc1d~ :1 UJ11lll'Ct1t i1 ;. ;1 

1 ci11q1uctro 11 of Cit; Td vt•111 wc1s to ,l Thum;i ~ Proc. to ; 1or Pre. !Prl l.963 17 10 
:r ·' ·cd; 1w11t rv & C " Pf•ri1Jps Proc 01 v...i~. the ,kJ ;hur o 1 1!1· · pl.ir~ P1,;· tor -.-..1'.> 

!.·,11 ·'l 11 1 1786 d~ .1·1 t:<;t<Jhlrsh•o nH:rn1Jt•1 ut Ttit• C,_~;1wntt: 1s Cumpc1r1 1 i:1 18 n 

1,t,,. r1ir)· Philuclt:>lph1<1, t c 11ld~! t r , <1rpt rit1· rs 1.vh(J 1 CJJ11t'd together 111 tl11s 4,1ild 

, 1l l•~d n 1u1c: ur ll'SS JS bo h ,ir cil1l1'L I ,Jlld y1•ne1,,I ( Ol'!irlc!o : ThL 111t'rnfw1~ Tt.li<lt u 

t11 !H· 'llt" l ur l"~1Hmc;1!)1l 1 t,, \'.h(1 'UL••, 011 rl1(F•· tll.iri 1 u~ ! tht· t ldll• ' uf tJu :l cJ11H1 

4
Liu1'"i/I \ f-'1•11n \ , ' " 11• 1, 1 1, ~ t'f ,11 fl)(' (i1•111•1.1 1 ~h1"{ \c'' Pl" 1-idt"p!1•, : 

J .: F. I" 1,.,,, 1 7 74 fht·r ''J' t• ., Pt' 1 1 1 ;.» 1
\ 1'11.1 P 1· /.. t'f: 

I , .. Jp I 
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Thomas Proctor rose to the off ice of M Jjnr General in the Revolution, ctttesting 

to his organizational ribility .7 

Curiously, in addition to this reference 1n the Cadwalader account, 

the chain of title of City Tavern also points to T homas Proctor as betng thr 

master builder or general con tractor for the structure. Th e Powel (or Powell) 

fami!y had owned the land on which City Ta•1ern was to be built since 1705. In 

1760, Samu el Powel, Esq., inherited from his grandfather Samuel Powel, the 

w hole block bounded by Second, Walnut, Dock and the small alley along the 

north (later known successively as Bank Alley , Gold Stree t , and M o ravian 

Street .) On Apr il 29, 1771, Powel consigned for development to Thomas Proctor 

the northeast portion of th is lot ( 51' x 123' ) , for the consideration of th e 

substantia l ground rent of 166'12 Spanish milled dollars and 9 pence, w i th the 

proviso t hat "Within 3 years to build and finish on sa;d lot a yood brick 

rnessuage at least 17' fror.t, 3 stories high." (See A ppendix A) 

Obviousl y, the coincidence of Powel's desire to develop hi s large 'ot , 

and the trustees ' need for a good lot on which to build the proposed Citv 

Tavern. was the perfect combinat ion ; moreover . the qualif ied master carpenter, 

T>-iomas Proctor. was already established as the developer of the lot T hus. 

Thomas Proc tor was not only the highest pai d workman but he was certa111!v 

the masier bu ilder and wobably the designer of C ity Tavern . 

On A ugust 22 , 1772, T homas Pructor. for the con side;a11on of 10 sh1 t' i11gs 

(110 doubt for iegal reasons I, turned his development rights over to the seven 

7 Pennsylvania Maga21ne of H1swry and 8 1ngrarJhy, the Histor ical 

Societ y of Penn sylvania, Philadelphia. IV, 454, Ben1am1n 1. Nead , " A Sketch 

of Genera l Thomas Proctor." Born Ireland. 1739. el ciest soil of f=ran c1s Proctor -

1mm1gra ted to Philadelphia some years before Revolu t ion - married December 31 . 

1766 to Mary Fox ·vocation carpenter October 27 . 1775. applied Council 

of Safet y as Captain o f an artille ~ y rompany - becJme d Colonel res1g11ed 

April 9 , 178 1 cornm1ss1onrd Br igadier General A pril 1793 - comm issioned 

Jurie 7 , 1736. Ma1or Generai Sheriff of County of Ph iladelphid , October 20. 
1783 un i ii October i 4 , 1785 elected Ci ty Lieu tenant by Supi-erne Ex . Counc :i 

September 10 . 1790 - and supernHended arri val of G Washrngron cts 

President on Nov . 23 . 1790 - comm1ss1oned by Gen f'rdl Knox Mai ch 10. 1791 

to bea r messages !rom Secretary of War to several Indian nc> t 1o ns niember 

of the Masons L odqe -- and took act ive part 1n Grand Masonic Lodqe rd 

Pennsylvan 1d master of ceremonies of pat t of Masons for G . Washington 

funeral ceremonies 011 Dec 26 . 1799 died Sunday M circh 16. 1806 dt his 

res1clt:nce 1n A rch Si be tween 4th cirid 5th S rr~~e t s bur1t•d St Pau l's 

[p1scopal Church 3rd St Monumen t erected lc1 te1 by the "C<lrpenters 

As~oc1a t 1on " o i which he was"' m~rnber ! rum 1772 ;;II death. (St:e also 

vol. 46 , p 167 Sn) 

11 



irustees. Samu el Powel, Esq ., in this transaction , reduced the size of the lo t 

for which the City Tavern subscribers were now paying the ground rent. It 

rem ained 5 1 feet wide, but Powel took of f 23 feet from i ts west end, reducing 

the depth to 100 feet (see Appendix A) . Less t han a y ear later, in March 1773, 

the building was described as "near1y finished, " 8 and as being ava i !ab le 

in Sep tember, 1773, for a tenant manager to move in the needed furnish ings 

and start the business. 

This was indeed an ideal loca tion. situated as it was " in one of th e 

princ ipal streets near the center of the T own," for a tavern intended t o be 

" the most convenient and elegan t structure of its kind in .£1.merica ." 9 Within 

a block or two were elegant bornes of socially and economically prom inent 

Philadelph1ans 

Here, too, was a commercial center with shops and markets. C itv T avern 

was near enough to the river and the great activ1t \' going on there to be a 

IJcal gather ing place for merchants and a clearinghouse for vessels. Yet 1t 

was far enough away to be removed from the more unpleasant aspec ts of the 

waterfront . Second Street , together with Front Stree t , "in their uni nterrt:pted 

magnificence and regularity" struck one French traveler as " superior to 

anyth ing one could find in Paris, except for the Ouais. The buildings 

likewise dre undeniably superio r 1n elegance , 1n neatness, and 1n grandeur 

Second Street at :n1dday w1rh i t s crowd of ped estr ians and 1rs var ie t v of 

eiegan·. shops present<; a sigh t that one wishes might be seen on the R u~ Sain t 
Honor~ .. J 0 

S1.1ce rhe frx1nd111g :Jf Ph ildci<•ipha. tavern s dnd inns hdd existed drld 

prospereJ On.=> o f H1e p,;ri•es t was called th r: B IJe .A .. 1chor . The fi rst atrernpt 

d i d business LJ·rec tory lis ts t' ight pulJl1C huUSL'S lfl Oner<WOn J tht' end 0 

the severit een th cen t u ry Hedd11HJ th~ l1$t 1s the "B,ev. Ar~1<e1 · 1 1 I t1 e 

8 The Pen11sylt ,11u J 0111 1 1al dtlil rhe !Vet:>A. ly ;J.dve1 r1st'r Pl11 idclelph,a, 

Mdrrh31 li7J 

9 1ti1cf 11 Augt1st 1 173 Som• 1 if C :ty T.,vern's 11e1qhhor<; testifv thtit 

S,:crJr1cl Strt'('l h<.d , 1 /( nq :iii- dS ,; p r 1nc1p.JI s: reP.t of Philc1cielph•d Across the 

strt!l.'t c1rHi d h 1 to h1 11or th of City T.tv lf r' wds th,, f,w1ot1s S1dte R oof House 

CJ"t:l.: occup11· d l lV W.ll 1an1 Pe1ir1 011 tile ScJrne s1dt: of tl 1t> Sl 't:t' t tu th l' nor th . 

!ht· Sc111k uf 0 t' llllS"ylv,111 1c1 was lO lk built 111 1799. ,111 ri 1us t ;~orth cf rh .1 : \'."JS 

tnt• e<1 1 ly 18t 1 CL'll 1Ur y tiomr• ;d JdllH':, L (>ljJll , Sec rt• .ir y tlJ w ,:l.,;m Per'' 

81 11grc11;hy. XLIV, ( 1920) 358 
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rnult ip l1cat1on of public houses in I he early yea rs of settlement caused 

serious pub lic consideration of the necessity for l e~al control, and very 

earl y, licensing by the Governor w as mandatory . 12 Several A cts concerning 

the co11t rol of publ ic houses and ord inances were already in force by the time 

of the ~ranting of the Charter of Privileges in 1701 which stipu la ted . 

" That no person within t.h is Governm t :;hall be L. 1cen sed by the 

Governor to keep Ordinary. T avern , or House of Publick Entertainment, 

but such who are f irst Recomm ended to him under th e hand of th e Justice 

of the Respec tive Count ies. signed to in open Court, wch Justices are 

and shaii be hereby lmpower~d to supp ress & forbid any per:;on keep ing 

such Pub li :: House. as aforesaid . upon their misbehavior , on such 

Penalt;es as t he Law doth or shall direct and to Recommend others 

from t ime to t ime as they shall see occasion "13 

In 1773, when C· tv 1 avern was being built, the C1tv and population 

had grown so much tha t 170 peopl were recommended for tavern licen ses dt 

the Ju ly session of lne cou rt , al hough only 130 paid for licenses The 

l ist con tains art en try for '" Smi th New T avern," probably referr iny t o Ci ty 

Tavern The on11ssion of Smi th 's first narne. the size of the handw· i t 1ng 1n 

the o rigi na l m anuscr ipt be ing Sr.taller fo r this en try thar1 1n the rest o f the 

manu scrip t , and the smaller spacing between the Smith entry a t tbe end ot the 

" S 's" and t he beginrling of he " T's". po1r't strongl y towards the add1t101 1 

of this en try after the complet ion of the i1s t. T he Sm 1th license is no t 

recorrit~d as hav ing been pa;d fur . 14 but undoubtedly the license wds 

legal11ed oefei re Ft'bru dry 1774 \Vhen Dc1n1t.:I Smi th adver, :,eel as the fi rst 

manager of City Tavr>rn !See A Dpt'n d1x D . page 88. PPnnsy1 •. ,1111.1 P wk.Pt 

Februdry 14 , 1774 ) 

In t he 18th u •ntur)· thre,_ tt::rr11s \·ve~r· u<;<·<l to d1~!1fi'jli1sh varrou~ 

t y p•·s of pu :1l 1c hocJ St'S I i1 r:un t ·r"tJ(; r drv f)dr id nu: ,, t dve; 11 \\ d> · • ,i Pub! .( 

housl' nr td p U)On1 wht •rt ' >.'. l'h' »\,1S rp t arlecl J ( :r.-tni 5iJ(1p 1: puhl1( 

1 2ct·, d·r,~s R 8 ,nk:· r Cu! o· .i · T.:vt-'ri1'.> u f Ltivvt·r !\1"•• u · 

P1:1 ;, 1 ~ ylvan1.1M.;y<1/1fll! 11/ H 1~lu '. .ii , : B:,1y1 , 1f)l1~ Li i 208 . 0111,11 

R 1·1·arrl1 1 , ll:J[('\ , ); rht• Pr•), ,•), ,: i C u 1: r ,/ ,, . Pen •11;. . .t111 ,J ~' ! 1 .1.ft •ll'i ' I 

1852. : 166 167 528 530 

1 4 "A L r '.> t u f Pu ti I , c H 1 ) " .,, . K ~ •1 ·1 H · r s r t 'l , 11 1 11 n 1 • 1 H l t ri J 11 ' , '>e ~. '> 1 o' 1 1 I 7 J 
l ll.t ' lht"> i 173 1872, Btl>- 9C. Su• • t. i\.11<,< t'l i ,1•11•011<, Ct1:!l't:h)' H 1~ t lJfll' •I 

Suuel v u f Perin;,ylVdfllcJ 
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house." An inn, on the other hand, was a "dwell inq plJce, a public 

house kept for the lodging and enterta inmPr.t of travellers, or of any who 

wish to use its accommodation : a hostelry or hote l ." Finally an ordinary 

was "an eating-house or tavern where public rneJls ar·e provided at a fixed 

price; [and ] a dining room 1n such a building." 15 

Legally . there was a distinction also . Philadelphia law required th at all 

plJces with licenses to sell wine , spiritous liquors, beer , and c ider "b'/ 

small measure" put on their signs the number of its license w ith an 

enumeration o f what could be served there. Some were l1m1ted to beer and 

c ider ; others were authorized to sell spirits. beer , and cider ; others wine. 

spirits. beer , and cide r . Inn signs, however, bore only the license number . 

City Tavern , in the decade of the 1790s, had inn l icense No . 2 and was thu s 

ent i tled to se ll wine and spirits . The larger, better. more famous inns o f 

Ph i ladelph ia had this type of license. such as the I nd1an Qu een on Fourth 

Street between Market and Chestnut (wh ich had license f\J o . 1} . and th e 

Conestoga Wagon, the Cross K evs o f Israel , McSh ane's B lack H 0rse. and the 

Kin g o f Prussia_ 16 

!n the 18th cen tury such es tab lish men ts served an importan t purpose 

111 the comn iun• ty. They 1vere not only places w here lodg;ng, meals, and dr in ks 

could b~ obt '•Ped . txJt thf' y a1so were 1rnpon ant cen ters of soc1dl, cult ,1 ra l. 

pol 111c,d <Hld econo mi c act ivi ty . Here ideas w ere exchanged freely , through 

ronversa t 1un. d iscussion . and the rwrusal of the newspapers provided tor the 

conve111ence of all. As one observer prt>d rc ted before C1t v T avern op ened. 

From the Cuffee HOl 1!>e and f\J1 'w Tavern I expect abuPdant matter 

fo r <;pecula t 1ori. The pol1t 1c<Ji. corn m erc1<1I, literary and rel1g1ous interests 

or ttw province w il l there no doub t . be learnedl y rl1scussed by rnany a knot 

o f yr<Ne a11J se11s1hie freeti rtlrle rs .. i 7 

Dr Scir11uel .Joh r :-.or: Cdpt,ired t ht: dt fllospr1l'ft: ol .J ! 18th L t ' llld ' y t.1H'r n 

dr1d su4lJPS l S for tis .l ie w reasons fur it'> pupu ldr1t ,· 

.1t d t..1 v1·r r1 1.ht:rt· is lJt'rJPr .i 1 lre..:d om f1um .Jll'"''ti 

Yoti c1r 1.: ~uu• y\1ll drt ' \\t•k1l111e .. .111 d tht> 11101" •'OI'>!:' 1 c1-i '1ldh.t• 

! lit· 111·.ir · t rou t1l c vOL. y1,1t- th« 11101•' qc><1d th1r1qs ""'· c1.' 1CH, 

l GJur1\·Se~., 1 011 1/89 :\1-1. \1·\Cot.•t 0 111_·•,•t Buut-. J111" 17W) 

1 JCJ2. 11/l~S "v1c1 rr C'p.ti Ar r·! :\'l'' P• ·1ld,lt'ip"1d ;>t> -1~) SB 

1 7?1 •1111.; 1 1, ,;:i,.i /> 11 f ,,; Ui 1u l 1t'• 2~' l l / j 
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the welcomer you are. No servant will attend you wi th alacrity 

which waiters do, who are inc ited by the prospec1 of an 

immediate reward in proportion as they p lease . No sir , there 

is nothing which has yet been contrived by m an by which so 

much happiness is produced as by a good inn."18 

Th.~ choice of the name " Citv Tavern" 1s significant and importan t because 

it indicates that the proprietors and t rustees indeed in tended to h ave the 

finest tavern in the ci ty . Th is name "City T avern" indicat ed a tavern 

par excellence. Georgetown had i t s City T avern , the finest in that town. 19 
Eighteenth cen tury New Y ork , A nndpo li s an d Bost on all boasted o f d istinguished 

C1 ty Taverns. 

The caµital invest ment to crea te City Tavern came from three principal sources. 

T he subscr ibers each r:u rchased one or two -l.25 shares, w hich wi th a 4:. 1000 
mortgage frorn John Penn , financed the constru ction of the bui lding. The 

th i1 d source was the tenant manager who was to furnish the building and keep 

it stocked for business, pdying a yea rl y rent to the subscribers. I t was 

agreed th at the Treasurer, appoin ted by th e subscribers. was to collec t 

the rnana:Jer's rent , pay the ground ren t to Samue l Powel who owned the land. 

rr.ake p;Jyments on th e mortgage. anu bu1:d up a maintenance accc,unl. o! until 

after the mortgage to lohn Penn was pdid off completely, could the shareholders 

expec t d1v1dPnds from their shares (see Appen dices A and 8 ) City T ave'" ·was 

to be built "vv: thOUt Jny VI~\,\' Of rrof1t, bu! rnerely lor th e r.onv~nience an rl 

cre dit o f th e c1tv .. (s"e AppPnci1x G. Dage 87) 

It Wds ,'ssent1dl that t h i: tenan t mc:nager 110t unly he dble to prov1d,: all 

tl1e fu rn1sh1ngs nePded to run th is hotel tave r11 . but he also had to be adept 

j( hus1;1ess Tile subscribers in Ma rch of 1773 rdn dll advertisemen t ford 

r~Jnaqer. w t11 c: t~ served d i';o to dC'.Ju a1nt Ph ilddelph1a1 1s with " A L drqe 

l..Urr nil\d1ou s 1 1~w HOUSE ·n tt:ndt'd tu t1e kept a. a qenteel t.ive : n ·· I see 

Appe11d1 x D. jll~je 8 n. t, second ddVf'I: :~"!ment on A~1yust 11 . 1 773 . mcire 
~pecif 1c d ll·.; re errt•d to ti1e reau1 ~l'n1c'nts c' •)us1rwss aCLJ111t:r1 1n the rnanaqer 
1 -.;ee App1 ·:1cl1x D. Jld :!f' 87; . 

H1>·.1V r11c111 ·, r: ppl :cd:it s fu· ttw 1u h nf '-.,' e11·· 1 of iht' C :ty Tdvt: rn were 

.r thtJJfl >:rHj dS ,! r"st:ll l!f th t'St' ddVt~rl.st mer1 1i.. is 1 10 ! k.nown Ho wPver. 

--- -----

l 8A., t! ll·>l"ci 111 \\ Hc1rr .~011 8,rylt·~ () !: l T,1v1'r11.\ of Nt·~·1 )' u r/... 1 !'),• \-, 

'i' 1;r" 19h). pp 167 iGH 

l 9( j;·u rq1•1uw·1·s C1 t<1 T.i• ... r11 (.ils(J k11owr1 ,1s l~ it· l r1 d 1<1n K11':l). !oc_,t,•d ,Jl 

J l ~ t <111d 1\1 ~11 .. el<.., lid .• u11d1· rqcir 11 • rt •'f.i1 dt 10 1; .ind r l'1 1c1IJ 1l11 it 1on cHHJ hds been 

uperwrl c1 s " JH lV dte 1: l11IJ 

15 



" so capital a tc.ivern as this" would be a most at tractive situa ion. so 

that it is probable ~hat many sought after it . One known applicant, James 

Fletcher , had "kept T avern in the City of Dubl in for Several Y ears where 

l he] Entertai ned Noblemen and Gentlem en Li kewise Reputable Ci t izens to 

their Satistaction, and can at p resent be Recommen ded hy Ge11tlemen in this 

C' ,.20 
1ty ' 

In Febru ary 1774, Dan iel Sm ith annou nced h is appointment as tavern 

keeper by tile proprietors. City 1 overn was now open. equipped and furnished 

"J t a ver v great exp E:n se . .. in t he sty le of a London T avern" wi th 

"elegant tedroorns, " conven ien t livery stables and " gen teel Coffee Room" 

(see Appeq d1x D , page 88). 

In the life o f City Tavern, there were a total of six managers (see 

A ppendix G) At the end of their tenu re, each manager was faced with 

disposing o f his capital investment in the City Tavern fu rnish ings. The 

f irst t wo managers, D aniel Smith and G 1fford Dalley , chose to hold 

auctions right in City T avern . They advertised these auctions in the local 

newspapers. no doubt hoping to attract the general publ ic as well as their 

manager ial successors (see Appendix D , pages 88 and 901. 

T he last two managers. Samuel R1chardet and James Kitchen , are 

recorded as having p rotec ted th eir 1n·Jestments 1n the " Household furniture 

& L inen & one thousand D ollars 1Jn Wine & or her L iquors contained 1n th e 

House. known by the ndrne cf the C itv Tavern . ". by tak ing out 

fire insurance policies v\· 1th .he insurance Company o f o rt h Amer1cd 2 l 

A deli ghtful sidel ight is •old 1n the recording o f th ese insu rance 

nol1cies. SdrnLPI R1ch ardet a. id James K i tchen betrdye d hei r pe1son a; 

est imations o the ir stat ion·, : r-i Ide by annota t1or-. s to the ir po l1c1es ' Th r 

pr 1 r~ , ed wo rds Tavern k ee.or:r or /1111holcler w ere l)b l1terJkd bef o re 

s1gn1 ny " 22 In tdc t t h ~ ,v,11 and 1nver1tory and i::stale at count o f Jdm~s 
Kitchen test i f y 1ndeec ha t Jdme~ Kitchen w as_, succcssfcJI b<.Js1ness man 

20Jdmes F le tdw· ci the Gent lemen Proprie to rs u the Nt'\'V TdVt"l1 

30 June 1773 . FrJi tJer 177 2 1774 , Se11!ll"'I ~Ji P 1 t' d 1 th Le tt i:·r s, CIVl11"' Mt•r t·d1th R,•,1d 

Paper~ . New Y ork Pub' 1c L1 brdr y 

7 lf- ,rp lnsuranu· B io tl'-'r'S . 3 vo l ~ . 1794 180S. Apnl 30 , 1796 S<Jil1lle' 

R 1 c n , 11 dt-> l D"c 14 . 1 796 Sar:1u !' I R rt har dei June : 1 799 J ,mws K , tc ht'f1 }·.11 H' 

1804 J clf'h·~ K• :clwn A 1 ·h 1vt-'S of instHd nce C o rll p dll; uf :\Ju e 1: 1 A n1Pr1Cd Ph1l,;d,• :1'' -i 
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landholder. investor , and the owner of a 1arge horne whose furnishings were 

valued at 1240-66 , with a total esta te value of 16,142/ 63'/; _ James Kiti::h en 

Wcl5 no mere t avern keeper or ir 1holder 123 

The Subscril)er -Proprietors meanwh il e insured their capita l investment 

1n the bu ilding through The Ph i ladelµhia Contr ibutionship For The Insurance 

of Houses From Loss by F ire (hereafter referred to as the Contributionship) . 

The f i rst policy was approved by the Contributionship Direc tors on November 2. 

1773, c1nd taker~ out ";:it the instance of" ,Jne of the subscr ibers, James 

Al ien .24 

/\ surveyor fo r the Contributionship had on that ·..;erv day wr i tten a 

descn pt ;or~ of the new building w ith an eye to its rep lacement valu e. The 

surveyor was as qu alifi ed to do this as Thomas Proctor was qualified to 

sup~rvi se the construct ion. The surveyor was Gunning Bedford, a fellow member 

wi th Thomas Froctor of T he Carpen ters Company of Ph il3delph ia (see Appendix E ) . 

A s a bu:.1ness Vt. 'lture. City T avern no doubt appeared su ccessfu l to 

it s cu stomers. but apparently the subscr ibers w ere no t able to pay off the 

in teresl and p rincipal of the l: 1000 mort gage to sui t th e mortgagor - John 

Pe:-1n : " By vir tu e of a w r i t of L evar i Fac1as [ i.e . du e tu an unpaid 

iudgement ! to n-.e d irected , wil l be exposed to ~a le .. . T he Ci ty Tavern 

T homas Prcc tor . Sherif f" (none other than our ubiquitous bu1 lder)_ 25 

The s~ibscr 1hers were thus forced to sell their bu il d ing and 2nd thei r 

involvemen t in Cit) T avern. Samuel Powel on A pril 12 . 1785, whPther b 1dd1ng 

ai0ne, or not. we do not knovv, succeeded in purchasing for t3000 th 

building which stood upon h rs ground (see Append ix A i 

Th1 <; rnaior change 1n ownership required changes 1n the insurance 

po!1c1cs. dnd i.i new su rvey WdS made hy Gu nn ir1q :udiord on May 2. 1785 

\see A pp1:nd1x E 1 T,~ere was 1lso d change 1n mdnaqers. EdvJdrd Moyst(irl 

took over from Gtffor ·j Ddlley (see Appendix D , pdge 91 i . 

23\1\/il l o f Jdnies K1tlh1···1 1828 W. 97. dt tacherl lnven tury Jnd lstdte 

Acc,_u it Dept. of V\'ills. C i t y Hi.ill. Ph:lcJ , City of Phild . photoyraph 

11egdt1vesNo 11 6083 i .No.1 160P43. 

,..., ~ 
,-,Phil,., !c ,ph1cl Contr1but1un<,l)1p 80.Jrrl 'L1111ut1:s Ser •in 1769 1n 

0( {()/)('( 7 714 . p 134 

2r:.. ~ T/11 Penmvlvantd G.1/1.'l/L', Phiiddelµh1a. March 16, 17HS. 1: . 4 

( ) " . i1ereclfter, The Pe1 111vslvan, .1 Ga/t:!llt' 1 . 

1 7 



S 1rnu ei Powel d ied in 1793, leaving "a ll mv rea l & pc ~::ona l 

property" to his w ife, Elizabeth Powel. In her tu rn , Ei1zabeth Powe l 

1n ~830 w illed City Tavern and its appurtenances to her niece, Dorothy W 

Francis After the dea th of Dorothy W Francis, 1n 1848. City T avern dnd 

i ts lot passed out o f the hands of the Po wel fam ii y and i ts descendants. 

A " Chemist & Druggist " Charles Lennig bought the building, w h ich by now 

had outlive d its ea1 'i er fdme, and by 1855 he had planned and executed i ts 

demo !ition and replacement by a four sto ry 'Brown stone" of fi ce building 

covering not on ly the City T avern lo t. but the adjacent lots as well. 26 

26st't' Aµpe:1tl1 x A. F··ii1u .11y 20. ISS:i survvy 1\1 0 943J. Ph 1' ,H . .k lph 1. 1 

Co11U ;hut 1onsh 1p, INHP microfilm 1·011 XX l l 
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ii. STRUCTURAL HISTORY OF CITY TAVERN 

A . Site, Scale , Use and Floor Plan 

The trustees appointed to build City T avern succeeded 1n erec ting dll 

imposing structure which stood out fro m the surrou nding urban row house scene. 

Th is d is tinc tion was ach ieved in two ways. The lot acqui red (51' x 100') was 

equal to two normal house lots. Thus the width was sufficien i to provide a 

grand central en trance on the Second Street side. Secondly , the bui lding was 

set back 8 feet from the normal Second Street building l ine . affording a 

plaza effect in front of the en trance facade. 

Al i the avcJilable views of Ci ty T avern are renderings in the mediums 

o f watercolor . engraving and iithography. The art is ts have presen ted a 

unanimous graphic staterr.ent that Cit y T avern , when f irst bu i l t . rloni inated 

the neighboring houses in scale as well as size . 

In 1773, it was advertiserl "the rooms are spaciou s and the ceilings 

lofty. " 1 The structure was 46 feet deep by 51 feet wide, and con t ained 

rooms ti1at were ir.cieed large for that period 1n Phi lade lphia. The artists' 

renderings also show th at City Tavern 's overall height was amp le to prov ide 

"the ce ilings !of t y" , and w ith its raised base , or high w atert able . 1t h ad 

the scale of iJ nublic bu ilding. 

T he name Cit ', T<lver n d oes not evok. e in our rn inds what 1t meant to 

the 18th century Ph i ladelph1an . L .ke City T ave rns in o ther colonial c1 t1 es. 

Phi ladelphia's " Ci ty T avern " w ns the equivalen t of ou r " Bellevue 

Stratford " - a large hotel with accommodations for banquets , meetings. and 

licensed restaurants. There was a parkin~J probiem clnci service p ro hlern iust 

as we h <ive today . 

The la rge lo t provided d rear yard cJnd access for J ll manner o ! services. 

The ho el residents could dismoun t . or step fr om their coacr.Ps at a rrar 

riorch entrance . T he deliveri es of tood suppl ies and t~1e rem ova! of garbage 

wer ... accommodated by d •er· ou t ·; le sta irs tu the cellar k itc1 .ens and store 

rooms. A water pu m p surely stood 1n the i)aved rear y ard, eJnd a necessary large: 

enough for the con venience of the clientele and servants was included . There 

1T1dy h ave been a w ash hou se. such as one finds at other 18th cen tur y taverns. 

And fortunzi tely fo r the m ilnagement . a l ivery stable was wt-:1 1 established bv 

2 neighbor to th -: W t.:!S t along th e -;1de dll ey 

1Penn svlvan1J Journa l . Au g 11, 1773. 
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The City o f Ph il adelphia was advanced in i ts Lti lit ies. By 1766, a 

sewer was laid in Second Street , into wh ich the di~hwater of Ci ty Tavern 

undoubtedly drained. 

The f ire insu rance surveys in C1tv Tavern (see Appendi x E ) , be sides 

stiµul at ing the build ing width dnd depth, and the r u mber of rooms on each 

fl oor, prov ide us w i th the major ciue to room placement. The insu r ance 

compan ies apparer.tlv resµected the fi re re tardant valu e:; of rnasonrv be:ir ing 

wai ls 11'.'hich compartmented a stru c tu re. In the case of City T avern the 

i11suranse surveys indica te thi s 1n t he ir evaluation of the bu ilding : 

" the North part to the Br ick Wall 

the South part to the Brick Wal l 

the part bet wee:i the two Br ick 

wa lls, wi th th e Piazz a and Stair~ 

Case 

t.500 
500 

500 

k 1 500 @ 4 7 ' 6 " 2 

On sheet N o . l of t he reco ns ru cti on drawings o f Ci ty T dvern (see 

Sectio n V ii i, N HP ·IND 3339) are sm all ·scale plans showm g how th is insurance 

survey evalua t ion incf ica tes the framing sy stem o f the structu re . T he c;urvey 

fu rther std tes th at the br ick wal ls o i t11e structure were ei th er 9 " or 14" 
t h ic k. Philadelphia br ick struc tu res 1nvar1abl y had th is cornb1na t 1on : the 

part y wa ils wer e u sually 9 " thick and carr ied the framing of the lower f loors 

the f ron t and rt.'ctr walls .ve re 14 " 1h1ck . p ro1J1d 1n9 w i th their added stab il 1tv 

the bearing of the garret floo r 10 1s t s and 1oof raf ers In Ci ty T avern th e 

sou th Jnd nurth pC! rt wa ll s dnd those parall el to these on ei ther sid e o f the 

cen ~e r hal!wav were 9" th 1cl--. T he ea~t cll' d west ' acades were 14 " th1c ~ ( th e 

L'as t one a111ng an ad d 1t 1onal th 1c1<.r;ess dt i ts ce11 ter proiec t1ng bay), and 

suµpor ted the fourth '.!oor an d roo' fr dming. A s the east west sp ctn of th e iourth 
1 10 • T1dm1nq WdS too grea t betvvee" facJries. ,1 , vC1J i russ ru nning no rth sou t 

was p robab ly 1n troducecJ between t t<e thi rd and fou rth floors cu tt ing m e span 

1n halt Ac the lower leve ls, th rs nc'th sou th p,nt1t 1un hdd nn loads to bear. 

,,nd \ VdS µrubab lv d frame wall . 

Frorn this hd~IC ~ 1101.''lfcdqe. tb,-1 L' hdd to b d cPn t t:.'r hal l piC:Jr 1 wi t h ,tccess 
1 ~om bo th rhe ects t entrance ,mt! the reJ1 p orch or "P1dlla." The st c1rs were 

of course within the red r spdce of this hc1 ll (See Sect ion V III . NHP .ND 3339. 
'>heets 1 10 , t he ;ec1rnstrur t1on Ll' dw tnqs. ,;r :d see th t: l nsurclnce Survey s 111 

f.ppeno 1x E1 

2seP Appt>r1cJ1x E Phii dck- :; 1 1
'"' 

1..::0 1itri! 1 u:1 un~ · p 11151,r ,ll" C< ' :-1urvt' Y 

~. 1d) 2. 1 735. Book l\Jr' l . p 1 19 
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In concept , this p lan fo l lo w s that of the 1730s Pennsy lvan ia Sta te Hou se 

( Independence Hall ) . In bo th cases a center hal l bisects the fi rs t f loor, 

and at the '.;econd f loor CJ " Long Gallery " or "Long Room" was at t he 

head of the stairs across the en t ire fron t . T hese two long rooms were used 

sirrn l2rl y for pubi1c meetings, banquets, concPr t s, and danci ng assernb l ies. 

On either side of the first f loor 1:entra l hall of C it y T avern were two 

rooms. In the 1770 s, one of these room s was called a " Coffee Roorn ." 3 A t 

thi s t ime, the o t her three rooms apparen t ly were d in ing rooms, one o f which 

con tained the bar . In 1787, thf> m an ager -keeper , Ed ward Moyston , adveriised 

that the two front rooms w ere to be used as a stock exch an ge, and the 

back rooms wou ld remain fo r the use of the tavern .4 The bac.k room s o f 

the second fl oor apparent ly were used both as adju ncts to the Lo ng Room 

dur ing festi vit ies, and as private dining rooms . 'Jhen the Ph i ladelph ia 

Dancing A ssembly met in the L ong Room , one o f their customs was descr ibed : 

" T hose w ho do not iike to dance plav cards on tables prer ared fo r the 

pu rpose in the near by rooms .. 5 

The t h ird and fourth floors p rovided sleepi ng facilities, and repea ted 

t he firs t f loor p lan wi th two rooms on each side of the hall plus a fifth 

room at the east end of the center ha ll . The fram ing for the third floor 

Nas the same as for the f irst and second f :0ors, except for the absence 

below of the bear ing wal ls w h ich were orrntted to crea te the L ong Room on 

thE: second floor. T he fr am ing above !he Long Room was supported instead 

by ht !iot t om chords of wall tr usses built in to the east WPS t p<lrt rt 1ons 

bet\'i1een th e th1ro 11001 cen tr al r0orn anu thr:: front rooms on ei ther side. 

The cell ,.ir p lan naturJ li y repea ted that o f the fir st flour. 111 that 

i ts stone Wdlls su r;portecl the nl'1Sonry dfld fr;:irne \':all:; abov e. T wo of the four 

cellar rooms V''cre h.1tchens.6 the o ther t1vo were probably used for srnrJge. 

and the ce · : .., r passdge lee! to 'l t <wways up to Second Street . the rPci1 ydrd. 

c1nd rl'-e li'st floor The k1tch n room<. wert: probably thoSI-.: fac :'l ~J Si::cund 

4 T/w Penns vlt d!l1a Pac/.. N. ,me! D,11/v Adveruwr. Ph ilc1d1· 1ph 1<1. 

.Jr•udry 20 . 1 789. p 1, col 2 

5 Tl1 e Nt:V'i Ot'·ruu<11."i 111 A 11 •1'0( .1 TrJvt'I.\ of F1,11!t is< u de l'i.71r,111d 1 

1n rlw Un1rerf Sra;e~ 7 78] 8 4 . LJn1wro1tv ..__;f Oh.ldlw111d P1t:s~. 1963, 

p 54 
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Street, since there was more light afforded here by the two exposed windows 

per room. 

B. The Tradesmen Who Built City Tavern 

.A.ppendi x C contains a transcript of the only su rviving accoun t for 

building City Tavern. This summary account, besides ind icating who the 

mdster carpenter w as (see Sect ion I), also lists trades and / or names of 

the other workr.1en involved rn th is large construction job. The accou n t is 

not complete. as there are many o ther trddes not men t ioned which we k now 

were necessary to such a p roject. 

In some inst;:inces, the account says exactly what 1ob the tradesmen 

did, while in most cases it just savs: "James Barn's's Bil l of Painting pd 

163.7.9." The large amount paid for painting ind ica tes that James Barns 

probabl y did it al! , but tyr,ical ly, this simpl if ication gives no ind ica t :on 

o f 1Nhat krnd o f ra1nt o r what colors o f pain t were used. 

F rorn the accoun t , we can summarize that the foilowing trades were 
included in bu i lding City T avern : ··ironmongery ," i.e , hardware. 
" Iron Work," 1. ~ , b! acksmi thr ng ot truss straps, or firepldce crdnes: 

"Painti ng''. 1.e., painting the exterio r wood trim. the inter:or wood t rir~. 

and w h1tewash 1ng ;my ri lastered walls no t pdpered. " W ire Wor t< & c" 1.e. , 
wi res for the '.)e!i ~vstem; "Bo<lrds&c." i e .. floor1rig, paneling. doors . 
"Ccirpentry & c," 1 .e. ~ making and 1 n s t ail1n~; th P. clbove wood wo rk. " Copper 
& c." 1.e , roo f fl ;ish irg, rci1nwater con ductor heads dnd p1pl·s . "Hang ing 
Bells & c .. 1.e. ,1nstdll1ng the bells. nulleys 'nd crarih:s wh1cf' worked the 
rnechanicdl wire bell sys tem; "L y~ 1e . " 1.e .• l1me cir the mortar of the 
hrn:k wo rk . "Sheet I ror: Ov •:n & Grdtes. " . . e ,sheeT iron for the 

coo"1rig rJnges anrl <"V('ns. " \:Vorl-.r.1ansh1tJ Ai rer nu Ch1mne s.": ,_, . trw 

ch 1 mn~ys rnav 110 1 hdve rlrdWll we1 whe11 fr rst co11srructeci cippdreritl'I rt 1v,~s 

nect~ssar 1 to cnt1nqt> them . "Carving. " ll' . eiclbOrdt1ng on some rJrch'leciura1 
fea ture. "Upholster ." l.L'. , \''.' lrld O \V CL;f t <JI S . beds df"'ld rJec.J<J1ny . or 
ciph ol~.!Plf'(j ChcJlrS !ctithOu<jh this ,5 ULJ€S!10nJbi<' JS these turn:sh1ny 1ter1~ 
Sl~t:m prr.n1a!LHl' dS pdrt of hdSIC c0n<>truct1on; 

SPverdl of tlw i1sr1ngs co r1td11 .,·(~ 011lv th•' r' 1n1 e~ o i tr<1ci ·~~1:1eP Whcit 
their trcides vver t::, forrundtely , ca:1 be :de11tif 1e(j fi om o t t1er sourcL'S •·h1ch 

..ire q1 ven 1•' A ppendix C . They 1nc!uti::.' i st>conci Cdrpern er . ..i LOOpt'r wt-.o 
lilc.Jy' hdve mdde foud c111ci w•rw s tur,1~ll' CdSh-s . .ir' c.1 .i pu111p rnc1~,er 

Two ,d the 11dnit·:. 11'.;tt'Ll qo ,1:, J t:( u111de11t 1t t~ d . 0:11· uf l~h'St' h owe""'r 
WdS 1 r~ted :·1 the accoun r d5 fc111, .1-..s " p d Rut>t->1t Kecr 's Bill of D,df1Plci 

pd 10 In tli1s c. i ~v Rotwrt Kt'er '''-lV h,l\• · Dt'l'l1 c1n 1ppr 'l1 ! 1Ct' of 
Duf f1t:ld . c1r1d 1t 1s pos~rblt.: thc1 t Dllf1 1e:d w,1s •hl i"'t' tl(ht• r th,u1 the ~.tfllud~ 

18th cen t1HV cloc1<.mil"e .. . 
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C. Additions and Changes to the Bu ilding and its Use 

The plaza in fron• of City Tavern was walled diong the sou th by its 

neighbor. a 2 ''~ ~ tory br ick , gable roof house bu ilt circa 1755 (see 

Appendix F). Its forward project ion, up to the normal Second Street building 

l ine, offered cool shade to those who lolled on the benches lining the 

building walls (see the Frontispiece). The upper f loors of this house were 

used as an annex to City Tavern for a number of years. 

The ground on which this ne ighboring house was bu ilt had been owned 

by the Powel family s;nce 1705 (see Appendix F), just as they owned the 

land upon whir '1 Citv T avern was built. During the i 770s, the 2112 story 

structure was rented to a druggist who kept an apothecary shop 1n the fir ~ t 

f !oor front. Samuel Powel from 1773 1781 tried to sell the property -

even to the point of easing th e purchase terms with a one-third down pay ment. 7 

The house and t he ;rrPgu lar lot of ground on wh ich it sto od. w ere finally 

so ld in 1782 for t.1000 to two shopkeepers . Apparentl y the heirs of the 

pu rch asers we re unable to m ake the mortga9e payments on the house and 

irrr; gu lar lot, and in 1796 E l izabeth Powel repurchased the property at a 
Sher if f's sale (see Appendix F). 

In the meant ime , Edward rv1oysten. the keeper o f City Tavern . in October 

1 787 adver t ised lodgings "at the hou se ad ioin ing th e r~to" t o "su ch 

ladies and gen t lemen as would choose to be more re tired th an they can be 

111 the tavern."8 El izabeth Powel cun t 1nued t 0 ren t the hou se, as an 

dnnex . to the su cceed ing k eepers Samuel R 1charde t . 1796 99 . dnd J;:im es 

K i tchen. 1799 1808. Ri ch ardet advertised that he had ··added an ad d i tio n 

o ' ! ;;elve Bed C'"ia rnhers to t he side !Ju ''d ing . . vvh:r h m ak es 11 perfec t ! y 

CC.""iVen1eri t .,g 

El11 dbe1h Powel hJv1 ng 111her :ted di ! her hushdnd 's pror)ert v d t his 

death 1n 1793 ( SP.t' Appendix A ). 1n the in terest of qood stewar::Jsh1p in sur.:d 

th:<, Cit v T dver '. · an nex 1n 1797 w i th th e i nsu rance Compan y o f North A mer ica. 

dr1ci then •n 1 799 wi th the Ph i1Jdelph 1a Co n tr1bu t 1onsh 1p lsee A ppend ix F ) . 

7The Penns·.;lva111a Gazeu e. Jci1 1ucll V 5. 1773 . l he Pen n svlva111a 

P11 !..er. 0 1, rh P. Gener al Aclveruser, Phil 0rlel: )h ia, Oc to ber 25. 178 1 

8 The Pen11~/lva111u Pa,'i er and D.11/v LJ..d·eruser Phil dde!ph 1d, 

Ort<iher 10. 1787 p 3. cc.,1. 3. 

9G<1/l' lft' 11/ rhe U111red Sr.i res, ,1nrl Phuad el1Jh 1.1 Oa1lv 1Jdverr1ser. 

Ph .i,,rlt: lph1 a. November 6 , 1798. 
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Where exCJCCly if at ail . th e two bu ildi 11gs were connected by openings 

we dr not know. The h ouse rear yard was fenced apart from the C i ty Tavern 

yard. and contained its own necessary 10 Appendix F inciudes all the insurance 

survey description, made of th is neighboring house. and its Second Street 

fdcade can be seen rn l l1ust rat io ns 3. 6, and 9. 1n Section \/1. 

The Philadelphia Dancing A ssembl't, wh ;ch had been using the Long 

Room and its nack pa rlo rs, grew larger than City Tavern's capacity and 1n 

1790 they mo.ted to new quarters. City T avern now was described 1n th is 

manner ''the Whol e of the building, except for Coffee Room. can be 

occup ied as a tavern and hotel ... 1 l 

The Danci:ig Assembly had clear ly been agitat ing fM more space for a 

11urnber ot years. A oroposed plan for a new A ssembly Exchange Coffep Ho use 

compiex . drawn c . , 783 5. can be seen in Section Vil, Illust ration 14. 

Judging by this pl an . the only improvemen ~ t~ e Oc!nc1ng Assembly wished 

was a great er volume 1n the dancing room (from + 21' x 48' to 27' x 61 '. 
,1nd trom a ceiling height of ·r 13' 3 ·· to 16') 

The Parl1Pst mainten;,;0ce accounts which have survived date from 1793. <if ter 

the City T avern Corpo r at 1on h o d been sold to a sing le owner - Sdrnue l Powel . 

The.;e accoun ts il lu st rate the care Cit',' Tavern neeued in order to :unction John 

Inskeep . who signed his name with a mark was pai d on .Janu ary 12. l 793 . -l 9 1 2 6 
" fo r em pty in g the V ault J t City Taverr:" - a ;H~ ri o d1c ch ri re fo r the i :ecessary 

Joh n Jo nes was paid . on Jul y 8 . 1793. eleven sh 1!11ng thr e.. pence " for repair ing 

Bells ::i t the C1tv T ave rn ·,refer ri ng to the rnechan 1Lal be i l s•gnal systeri1 wh ich 

ca1 1ed the W i! ltt: r s to pd rt 1cula r d 1n1nq rooms. o r the bellboy o the f ron t ,, 
t'il r ;;nee · "' 

E i11 dlJeth Powe l v. ·wri she 1nher t t'U her husbdnd 's p ro per ty 1n 1 793 

t'v1ch•'1l i·: WdS dWd l':' of cr1 .. cdp ttdl r ,;iurn o f th .s d::.Se! o f the e-;1ate Sh e 

1mn1ed1dte1y b(:qa. to .nvest 1n furt her c1t:vt:loprne ·1 1 ') f C1tv T .we rn 110 ci uultt 

1 OM arch 23. 1800, p aymen t to r rep air o f fpnce d lld n t:.'ce ~sar y. F ol l.ler 

Rt>c ! ·1 p! <; 1 799 . Box 8 .' s & R t'ce1 pt c; Mi sc & Ne,\spap.-> rs . E l11 i1 b 1: t h Powe: 

Pps H1st0 r •Cel l Soc w t y of Pennsylv .1r11 a. 

11 
l ii r Pen!IS/ .dnu PcJcf..er J ' l< f 0.1 'v Ad. ~rr ·~''' Ph1i<1 d~·i 1 'h•a 

"'~1. ·. r~1 her 29 . 1 / 90 p. 3 uil 3 

12 Rt'Ct·1 p t Buo"- 179 2 1795 F ulder R t'l:eq>b 1 79:; . Bo x B ills & 
Rt·c··1 pi'J t~W~po J )f' r S & '\111-;c. E: '.: ,;tJ,, th P l1Wt' 1 Pp• H ·;to 11cd! So c1 t' t y 

ot iJe l lllS'y' IV.i111 i l . 
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to realize on the business potential of the growing Federal Congress enjoying 

their stay in Phi ladel phia. 

From Ap ri l till Sep tember of 1796. repairs were made at City T avern 

which involved supplying boards, the talents of a whi tesmitn , and more 

specifica:ly, brick paving o n a sand bed and new curbstones at the Second 

Street fron t of the building .13 At the same time. a mahogany door 

wi th brass h inges and a mortise lock was added, probably to th e inter ior. 

while the exterior woodwork was painted and windows glazed.
14 

One pi ctures the front pl<l7a of City T avern as tranquil and sedate , 

interrupted onlv by the arrival an d departure of guests on foot , and the 

quiet conversations of gentlemen seated on the benches along the build ing 

v,ial ls . These bP.nches were shaded not onlv by the anrex building, but al so 

by a iarge canvas canopy "wh ich affords a shelter from t he storms o f the 

different seasons. and a shade to protect from the sultry summer 's sun ."i5 

The rear ya rd, however, provided the mixture of services needed. and 

apparently was not on ly busy with t he comings and goings of foodstuffs and 
baggage, but was described in 1798 by the Federa! Tax surveyor . " On these 

lots are a number o~ wooden bu ildings covering neari y all the ground."
16 

For these added ~onven ience stru ctu re s E l izabeth Powe l paid an add it ional 

deposi t " for reensGr 1ng the City T ave rn the r:sque increased by w oo den 

Build ings back." 17 

i 3one o f the items reads . " Char les Ct::c il Iron Work City T avern 

2 8 6 "Char 1es Cec il is .1sted as a vv <11 tesm1 th , w ho wou ld have worked 

on locks or keys , or po55ibly a .J ack spi t . M emorandum A cc ts. 17931802 

p 26, Powel Pps .. Library Corrpariy of Pt: iladelph1a 

14cr1eck Book . 1794 96 , C ~ no 279 . Powel PDs .. Ledger 1 794 95 

Powel Pps .. L1hrctrv Compa11y of Ph1 :adt;lph1a. 

l 5see the !=ron t1sp1ece engraving by W;n B irch c. 1800 tor a view of 

this canopy. anJ t ri ver ify vvh~ t seems tu have heen a trad 1t 1on for 

Philadelph ia gentleIT'en to si t on benches to watch the passing scvne. st>e 

,11u str at 1ons of the l nd•an Queen Horel, p . 20 and the C;ty Hote l. p. 27. 

111 PIJ1ladelph 1d 111 rhe R o-'na11ru· A ge of L ithography l;y N. B . Wa1nwr1qh t . 

H1stur1cc1I Socie t y of Penns,,1 l1.-an1a. 1958. 

l61 c1x L is t " A ' South Wa1 rl . Ph ild , 1798 US D1rl'c t Tc1x L ist s. 

Dept o • T n.: .isu r ·1 R G 58, N .A. 11\I HP rrncro 1 ·1n1 no 486 

11Pt1iiddel •' l 11a Contr ~ but ior ·,51 1 111 . lu11r11.1! L. I l:JC) 78 17 p -1 . 

,'\uqust 17. 1799. 
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In 1799, Elizdbcth Powel paid a contractor·· . . . Edward Bonsall for 

Work Materials emptying the necessary, huildinq d new necessa"y, mending the 

Pdvenwn t of the [ yard ] at the City Tavern exclusive of Carpen ters Wor k 7 1 11", 

and at the samt• t1mP. she "Paid David Grav for Carpenters Wo r k and Mater ia s 

44 1 1" 18 The well of tht~ new necessary w hich Edward Bonsall dug and 

lined was " 10 feet [ 1n d1arneter a11d ] .. 13 feet deep", for wh ich C,750 

bricks were prov ided as lining. 19 The old 11ecessary well was back -filled 

a11d covered with 900 new paving bricks over an area of abou t 200 square feel 20 

Apparently Dav id Gray was the carpenter of rhe necessary house, one of the 

" wooden Bu ildings bac k. " 

There may wel l have been a washhou se among the assernblage of wooden 

structures . Elizabeth Powel i ,1 January of 1800 pa id for a new "step for 

the Wash house "2 1 A l though this item was not specifically attributed 

to any one of h8r mdny propert ies. 1t seems qui te iikely t hat a washhouse 

would be need·-~d for the "table i1nens" an d bed linens provi ded by the 

managers of the laverr. 22 l llustrat1ori 6 :n Section VI, the B 1rch ­

engrav1n g o f the 3:ink of Pennsylvania c. 1800, sh ows a freestanding 

shed roof building wi th a ch: rr.n ey 111 t!-: e yarrl behind City 1 avern . Perhdps 

th is is an ahbreviat d v iew of the washhouse Understanding the serious 

threai of f ire. a woor:l frarne washhouse. wi th its ho t coals provid ing gallons 

of heated WdSh and rinse 1.va ter , would havt> concerned a l!re insurance 

s1w.;eyo1. 

DJvvn 1r1 18th ce'ltun,- Phi!ade lph1d was grt:etecJ by- the c l ip clop of 

horses on pebblestone streets, and the squeaks and scrap1riq o f Wdgon wheels 

fhf~ se were accompanied bv t ~1e melodic calls of street vendors, bdrk 1r1y dogs, 

crow: n ~J rooste rs. and L ! 11c k 1 nq hPn s. The lodLJe 1 s of City T C11, •: rn r.1ay have had 

the cl uck 1119 hens. ·r i d perhaps even a roost er. ~mde~· their very windows. 

E!11..itw:h Pow1-·i l)rl1d 2 5 0 for c1 "rlen coop" in Mdrch 180(. a llovmerit which 

1 RReceipts & Piiymt:nrs . 1801 1804 . p 9 . Po we! Pps. Ld>rdrv Com1iJ'l'y of 

Phild cle lp h1c1. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

19Folder R1:c1~1p ts 1799. Box B ills & Reuq1ts . Misc. & ewspaper~ 
E ·,t hll:'Vt~I Pps. H 1s tur•CJi Souvrv of Pennsyl v<1 n1d I 
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1mmediatelv followed several marked for the City T avern Comp lex .23 A 

hen coop would not occ'..lpy a large part of the rear yard . but was probab ly one 

of the many service bu i ldings in the v<i luable sp ace 

Evi dently lodgers were always increasing 1n number, and El izabe th 

Powel wished to make them comfortable. T he att ic of Cit y T a•1ern , d1v 1ded 

into five rooms , had, when f irst built, only one window per room a ho t 

prospect in Philadelphia 's summer climate. It is surprisi ng that 1t took 

twenty-eight yea rs to add dormer windows to thec;e rooms. On November 30. 

1801, E:: iizabeth Powel apparently chanqed the ent i1 e roo f form, rem ovin g 

the front ped imen t , and paid a carpenter David Gray "F ive Hu'ldred & S1'>'. 

dols 96 Cen ts 1n full for maki11g Dormand W indows Sh 1ngl1ng the Roof and 

other Repairs at th e City T avern .. 24 

included in the i~dge r listing 'J1 e related work done on th r<> roof w as 

the item : " Benjamin Hrirbeson & Sons Copper . 17. 3. lC' . i .. 25 

Th is payment undot...btedl y was for the copper vallevs anu flash ing neeued o 

make the roof tight at each change of plane, and gives us ,; preci:!den t fo r 

flashing meth ods to use rn the reconstr1Jc t ion . (See Sec t ion II NHP IN D 

3339,shee t 5 ) 

In 1821 El !zabeth Powrl rented City Ta"er n ar.ij the ~d 1 0 1r 1ng older 

house to the south to four merchan ts - James C F isher , Thon-i,1 s W Fr dnc1s. 

Jacob Sperry and Henry Pratt . 26 Th ese rrerch ~m ts h<hJ long been using ;:, 

f ~ont room of tl"e fi rs t f loor, even to the 1101'1 ! of reserving on complete ly 

for them sPlves, locked to all others 27 Not only Wt!re these rnercha~1 b no·:. 

ren ti ng the whole bu ild ing of Ci t y T ave rn for dS i t was ther called " Th" 

M erchan ts Coff ee House, o r Ex change"). th ey ._..,ere nego t 1a: .ng w ith 

E ~ 1z abe th Powel fo r thP outr ight pt irchase of Ci ty T clvt:>r'1 . ~'> '' <'Xl doo: 

23op ci t . Folder Receipt s 1799. 

24 E111 Powe l R ect~ 1p ts & Pdymen ts 1801 1804 . Po \ 1· Pris. L 1hrdr, 

C0mp:my o l Ph liadt·!ph1 a. 

25Leciger . 1 794 1 795, Powe' Pps . riu l •.:Jge. 1111ddle 0 1 edger. 

L hrary Cornp u1 i·; o f 0 h ildde!ph1a 

261 1,rJeP ture 8 lv1c1rch 18 21 . Fo lder 1820 30, Bux E !J tit •th Powe l 

Bu):rws:> fJps 18 10 5 7, t-J 1~ 1 or1ccJ I So( 1c tv of p,_,1111wlvc1n1.1 

2 7Jar1 t1 ,1rv 31, i 820 MerLhd11ts C (d fee H •> USl'. M11 .. 1tt· , 0 · th •· G1ecr· Rvu111 

18 18 53 , Historical SOLi t:' t y o f Pennsy lvan 1d 
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annex, and another property which she owned in the block , for the purposi> 

of building a new Merchants Ex change. 

Elizabeth Powel said at one stage in the dealings, "I am adverse at 

this period of my life to unsettle any part of my Estate , but I vvil: show 

no obstacle in the way of the contemplated improvement. . . ... 2R She 

thereupon offered the property for "fifty-five lhousand Jollars . . together 

with ground rent _ amounting to 723 dollars per annum . . . . ,,2·3 Th is 

was the end of the correspondence, and the merchants reverted to their less 

costly habit of renting the SE room in the C i ty Tavern ; tt,at 1s, u"'t1I ·1g34 

when a new Philadelphia Merchants Exchange was built at Th ird and Wa lnut 

Streets, more than supplanting the services of the old 'City Tavern" or 

"'Merch:.i:~ts Coffee Hou se, or Exc hange." 

D. 1834 Fire and Major Changes to th e Structure 

On March 22, 1834 . a fire 1n the roof and gar~et hastenec: t he move of 

the tenants from City T avern, and the opening of the New Me~chan rs E ·change 

Buildinq at Th ird Stree t 30 T his disastrous event undoubted!\ also 

prec1p1tdted the greatest altera ti ons yet made to City Tavern s fabric. 

On El1zabech Powe l 's death 1n 1830. her niece . Dorothy W Franc .~ . 

anrl he• niece's merch ant husband . Thomas ii Franc is, inhPrited the Ci t y 

Tavern ,_. J •nplex. T r1ev and their manager. Joseph M Sanderson. no t 011iv repaired 

the f re damage but ilCcorrling to an 1nsurancf· su r-_1 ev made on ttie fol l0\N1ng 

Nc vember 20, 1834. they adderJ t wc vv1r1qs to Ihe main struc td :-e. ex tend ing 

wes tward dlong the riorrh a1 :d sou th sides oi h e rt>ar yc> rd They alsc rer~ ' odelerl 

the int r 1or ,wd 'ron t ·acJJe 'see Appendix E ·_ 

T he: 1ncP.:ds1·cl •1 urT1her ot ro::i ri1s on t •w ,,:Jper f loors cJncl the ddd :t1on 

o f d k! cche11 111 1r1t' ::.uuth vvirH1 bdsernen t , idu n,_·1nl C11, T dver1 1 0 •1 J:1other t> 'd 

of be ing "'well su 1tPcJ for c1 Ho tel ··31 W11h the nu mbe1 o! e11 · dnces on 

281 bid . lt'l !t•r to Jciriws C F 1sher . Junt.: 2 1 82 1. 

29 Lt•tt :·rto J d11't' S F ::;lwr June 1. 1821:c dt:1182030 Bu s:rit•ss1, ,1p,•rs 

181 1 57 . E :1 1dbt•th P"\W' Pp~ . 1<;1o r1c,i\ SO L t' : v of Pt'n11s•; iv,ini .1 

30sd rrh 1t-0 I t; ,11,H.!. t'd1to1. T11e F?t>y1 .\t1 •r , • )t'n"·'~ 1, .111 1,1 Ph il .idt• !ph i.i 

X I II . J,lf1lJ<11'{ J L.' , 1834, p . 20(3 

] lP011/,un) A :111·1w 111 () ,11, A. 1 hr•11 1~1·1 P·'•'.:dt• l11111 ,1. 0( :.i llt'' 17 183 

ddvert1seme'1l hr cl ket•rit.: r plc1( c ct by J W F ',Jill.IS. 
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Second Street increased to three, and wi th th e combining of first floor 

rooms into a fewer number of larger si ze, th o; building wJs adaptej to 

commercial use - particularly as an auction house - opened by Thomas 

Birch, Jr., 1n 1836. (See Section V! , Illu stration 9) . 

The new rear wings ·Nere further addeu to in height in 1838, and for the 

f irst time the rear yard of City Tavern approached the appearance of the old 

English t averns whose in terior courts were surrounded by wood galleries wi th 

turned balluster rail ings: "a pla tform projec ting -- on the South Side [o f 

thP. Nonh wing] about five fee·1 - flco r , rough & plain post and ra i Is -

outside . . " (See Appen dix E) 

The nex t ~e) years appear as a blank in City Tavern 's physical docu 

mt:nta tion . Perhaps this is a blessin g, fo, no one likes to kno w the detJi ls 

of a slow decay. In 1848, City T avern vJas finally so ld. Ch arles L e:nn 1g, the 

purchaser, kept up the Philadelphia Contributionsh ip Fire Insu rance policy 

and a new survey was made (see A ppendices A and EL I t is clear tha t Len n1g 

was onlv protec t ing his asset for a short term while he made plans for 

replacing the old bui!dings. 

E. Q3molition and Subsequent Use of Land 

On March ;:8. 1853. Charles Lenn1g had the architect Napoleon LPBrun 

make a definitive rneasured land survey of th e City T avern blc.ck (see Sect1011 

VI , Illustrat ion 11 ) The next -y(;ar the Ph iladel ph ia newsµapers. with the 

expected flourish and erro r ~. pr rn ted ht~ ollow1ng "obituary 

" City S!dletin 

Demolition of a Reli c of Olden Times -- " 

'T~i..! old 'MPrch,;nt 's Cuffee House , it h ~· co• nee Ill SPC0!1d c111d Gold Str•'Pts. 

cJrl ci the hudd1ng dd101111ng ll on tne S01Jth . cHc: clhOlll 0l" '19 dt-'mol1sheri h y 

the M essr '.:: Lenn 1g to nickt• rciom fur ,1 spll.'nd 1d 1mp•Oven1,•nt An t'iPqJ nt 1our 

story structu•e h 1v11 1 q or1 ornament.; I 010\·;:1s1011e 110111 0 ~1··~ hunt!r1'd ft""! 

011 Second Stret>t. ,H1c! 111n" t y f"t' t o· Vdln,it Jnd Go: d stre"t'; 1s to t.1h.1· tht· 

plCiCP Of thl.' cll1Clt' l1i c' dif1ces db(,tJ! ht:111q c!Pn10 !1sht·ti j ht'lf' or<'. tfo11htit•'>5. 

\1t!r 1

1 m d11y 1)! our redders whc; hdVt no t th· · r"1•1utP 1cil'd th.it t>.'.U of thllst: nld 

hu il d 11HjS hdvt' or::cup1t'rl d vt>ry pion 11•· 111 po'>1t:on i;1 Philc11k!11t11d :11 tht•11 

t .nlt', rlllCJ tlL!Vl.! ht·t'fl !Ill' p! d CPS of S()j(JlJrn ,J11d lt'50' I for the t11y f1,~st :i1q1 . t.lf 

.t'~ O l t lw l. 1 t V. ~.1 n'.:> f Ph 11 ,1dl'I ph 1,111 s M " ,lvVdf l' I 11.1 t ! !11~ t)ll ii d: 11q 0 1 l t hl' t 'tl lf '•' 1 

of Gold Si!•:e t WdS lo .1 lrwq ' 'i'l'L 01 1 •l'"~tf d'> tlw l\Jll'1~h.1! 1 t ., Clllft't· HUl. '>1· 

B1·!rn1 · ilw Exch.inqt' v:JS t "Jl'" dr,· .1fl't:d of l11qll dl.!llcjt 1\'.1', t1,•ld dt tl11· 

t'lll v fl•.1\ ! 
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dd il y. About t wen ty years ago the upper part of the bui lding was destroyed 

by fire ; the bus111ess was then transferred to the Exchange, although that 

ed ifice was not quite completed dt the time, rind the Old Coffee House has 

since led a chequered ex istence until the present time , w hen it is about 

being immolated on the Altar of Improvement. 

" A l though the Coffee House was an establishment of much importance of 1 ts 

day. and the scene of man y events of 1n terest, the pr111cipal portion of 

the renown won by the building had been gained at a period antecedent to 

the time referred to . 

" Tl1e City T avern w<1s the 'uJck' ho tel of i ts day 1n the City o f Brotherly 

Love , and the ol d Coffee House building en1oyed i ts hey day of prosperity dnd 

glory under that ti tl e. 

" The City Tdvcrn was bu d . about the year 1770 , on the site previously 

occupied by two two story frame houses, which belonged to Edward Shippen . Sr. 

They were known as the ' t imber houses' Th e hotel was built by J company of 

gent lemen , an d from the records w e have exam ined, w e iudge i t. not to be 

occupied unt il the early part of tne yea1 1774. In February of th at year, 

Daniel Smi t h advertised th at the proprietors had selec ted him as a pr oper 

p rson w k eep the house. and that he had accord ingl y furnished 1t. at a 

very great expense , · in t he stile [ sic ] of a London ta·.; ern.· H is bedrooms were 

unexce1J t1ona!. his larder cxcellP.nt. h is w ines choice . and t11s stables 

commod1ou~. r Smith wound up his panegyric of the houSt' by saying. 

'T he City Tcivern was erected at d very gre.::it ex1wnse. by 

vo!untdrv sutJscr1p t1on of the princ ipal gen ! ler;1cn of this 

utv. fo r the conven.ence of the pu bl•c . and 1~ l'luch the 

ldrgest ,wd most eli:qan t hr,use occup ie d 1n tha r way 1n A01er1r:r1' 

·w · c.uulcJ ' 1 1 ~ sever<:il co lu mns with dt~ t a1ls nf the v," r 1ous 1n tcn·st 1ng even ts 

v,h,ch wok pldce di the C i t y Tavern. but wdn t o f Sf~ Jce prec ludes 11. The house 
sr1011 beccinW v:' r y pop11ldr, and. under the con tro l d d ifferent propr ieto rs. 
d1ri d th r1v1ng hu~1r,~ss . T he Ci t y Dancing Assemhl 1ts he ld there I sic j som:Ps 
111,"·". rl1st1nqu1shed st1cin\J r.;; were lodcJed <Jfl d feter ; w 11hin its wJlls. d11d 
'l'd fl) ~pk·nd1d entert d 11H'~c::nts which crc<Jted mucl1 111 th.:'1 1· t ime, 'cdm" of f ' on 
:ni:: s1,ot. Wt:' c<.1r111ot <JVCJ1rl the t t•mp i.1t1on to m i:lkP mention uf sor·pp few am onq 1t1e 

rndr1)· cu •1sp1cuot 1'> t•vr~rits \"1h1ch mctr~ed th t: career 0 1 t~i·· City' T uvt> ri 1 

·on the 4tn of Jill\/ 177 7 :fit> f11 s t cilll11'Jf:'rsdry of th1• DPclJld l lOll ot 

1·1clept>nJenct· WJS cr·le iHd t t'G a! th s house by d grL.nd d1nm,r Tlw nw mt),•rs ol 

Co 1 •gress. th1- uft1c.;1s ot the, rmy. d lhl oi!1 L·1 d1st11 yu1shecl 111d1v1clt1als 
1Jdr\1c1pdtt•d A hd1 1d of n 1l,.,1c, cornpo sPCi uf H ess1L11s who fide! ht'L'I! Cdp tu rt~<I 

at Trer.tu11 IJ/ V'Vd'>l1,11yton. \vQ~ ~tdt 1011ed 11 front o! tll...: t)u i!ciirnJ . J11 d 

cu111p>' lit~d tu pldV Jur1ng th dinntn 

JO 
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" Soo n J f er t he evdcu a tim~ o f Pil il adc lr:; h ia hy the British , a Whig ba ll 

\ dS go t up '1 grand <;t yie. dnd the fair dames of the ci t y repaired in crowds 

t o the C i ty L 1vern to take par t in th e fe5t ival. Several lad ies. who had been 

ten1pted by the qallJntry of the Briti sh o f t1cers to participate in the splenrl irl 

pageant of t he 'M esch1anza', at Wh c1r ton 's county seat in Southwar k. were 

desiro us of tak 111g p art in the ball at the City Tavern , but the Wh ig officers 

were f1ercPiy pa tri o ti c. though somewh at u ngallan t. and no t o ne of th2 'Tory' 

parti ci pant s 1n the Engli sh festival . w as pe rm it ted to en ter th e ball r oom . 

The affair c rea ted mu ch exci temen t at the time. 

" On the 6 th of February, 179J. tile c.nniversary o f the al l iance between 

Fr ance and the U nited Sta tes, the succes~e s o f the French Republic over 

A ust ria and Prussia were celebra ted at thP. st ate House. A f ter the ceremonies 

there , G ov. l\lliffl in , a nu m ber o f mi litary o ffi cers. and the F rench M inister 

T ierna11t . and the Cou nsul General de la F orest. m arched in procession to 

t he C i ty T avern. where they partook of a grand en tertainmen t. At the head 

o f the table a pike was f ixed bearing the Car o f L iberty , wi th the French 

& American flags en t wined . su rmoun ted by a D ove and O live Branch . 

"In Oc tober 1782, the remd; ns of 1Vla1or Genera! Lee were bu ried from the 

City T avern with rrn l1 tary honors T he hody wa'.; p laced 111 Christ Church yard. 

no t w1 th stand 1nq the follo w: ng 1njunc t 1on 1n his will : 

·1 desire ·nost edrnestly that I may not be buried 1n any church 

or churchvard . or w1 h 1n a mile o f any Presbv ter1dn or Anab<ip ,1s 

111eet ,r.g h ouse. f o r ~111ce I hdve n~s1cled 1n th1'.i countrt I have 

h.ep1 ',o much hue! coinridny t1a1 I do not chose ! sic: to continue 1t 

wl~en clecid · 

r.:;, .. ,,,r-il L (·" 1V,JS :,•'1.ond 1n com·~1dn J nur1rllJ th•: n'1,Jlul1on A.l 1hough 1t 

s ~. 1 1 o w r ~ h ., :. c1 s I Jt 1 r 1 l' d 1 • 1 C 11 r 1 ~ ! Chu r 1 h , d r t l . l h l' •.' ,, d c t SJ) o , s u n " no V\ : l. 

'\iu ·,\one 1'.<1S evt>r ft ' Jri•d o t1 1s n1,,r11cHy 

TIH rt· d'" ., J'~" ur1uus rL'll11111sct.·ncP<> Cl"l lH'Cll'cl with rt;e old IJLJ1:d1r1q. htJt 

1·;v 11'1c11Jlr1" ; ,. · l1uvl' fu r n1stwd ,.i)f ,Cll'lll 10 .if ford c!l1 1r!t:d of 1!S form ' r 

.v.,s ;11 •ht· occup.i11cy of Mr Ee! v,n d Mu ·/ston for 

'Th i · Jr11 1t•n1 !.vu ~l(i1•, q•lJ r: !u 11· ull t lH· '>Ol1th s1dt? of tt1 ... old Cuffee Houst' 

IJu ld11ir; '-""~ , cr·1»l1rc1t !'d ltlv"t'rf\ : >c'lHL' 1h,• 1.: ! lt.'I w .ts buil t In prov 11'Clc'!l 

1 1 1 111·~ •! ·:, "" 11uw11 1~ th1 · Ttir1'\' Crowr'<; · Guvt•rr101 R 1chc:rrJ Penn . • 11H1 o th t'r 

"" 1:·,11 111qr, : ,,r1f''>. lt.1·,1· h,·1d l11qll lt'V<'I'> .v .th111 1h w.11 1-, · t' clr ly C1d'. s 

'I \·: t1 .. 1:d:•1l) .·.,1•, ll\'.1lJl'ilil'' ~lf\l,:!t'd I\ ,,, 'HJ d f11it• prP<.j)t'Ll to t ilt• SC1lJth . 

. vil l i , qrt'•'•·, ,,.-;r1 ,:x:t·r 1 !1r1q cinvvn : .; Uu1 • C rv 1•f.. fl1 1s inn w.1'>. 111 .rs tHJh', 

, !.1111r>u·, p ,,( L' of 1 f'~t 11 1. irH! 1! Wds kl:p ' fur 111,my Vt-'a1 '> bv "Mrs Jo11es. 
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Before the fire at the Coffee House. the second story of i ts lowly neighbor 

was used as Lh P reading room of the establishment. 

" Isaac T . Hooper, the well known Quaker ph ilanthropist . conducted the 

tailoring business in the ancient two story structure, in the year 1795. 

Th is was of course, subsequent to th e days in which the house was kept as 

a f ashionab!e hostelrie [ sic l . 

" Hosts and hostesses - generals . governors, and foreign ministers -

entertainers and en tertained - fair dames and gallant caval iers --· almost all, 

in short, who lent life and gaiety to the scene, or gdve importance to the 

old structures, have long since become dust and the buildings themse lves are 

about to fo llow in their path. Commodious stores. suitable to the demands 

J f the age, will be reared upon their site, and in a generat ion or two the 

Three Crowns and the City Tavern will not be remembered except by some cur ious 

delver in to the past . ,.32 

'1 r 
-' 1 Nt>wspciper cl1 pplfl <J. Jdn t.;cJry ? . 1854 . Paulson's Scrapbcok , vo l. 7, 

p . 95 , L1 brdry CompJn y o f Ph i!ad e 1ph1a Set: Jlso cl1 pr1ing 111 INHP Resea rc r. 

No u~ f i les. [Pl11/ade!ph 1a Evening B u lle un. J a n . 7, 1854 ;>] 
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111 . ARCHITECTURAL APPEARANCE OF CITY TAVERN 

A. Establi shing the Overall Scale of City Tavern Through its 

Iconography 

Although 1t surv ived into the dge of photography, City T avern went 

unrecorded excep t by the wa tt0 r colorist ~ engraver and lith ographer . We must 

rely upon the faithfulness of these artists' impressions to de termine the 

approxima te volume of the building, as the fi re insurance surveys do not 

incluue any indication of ceiling heights or total volume o f the bu il ding 

surveyed. 

City Tavern app ears 111 m o st ot th ese artists' v iews hecause of i t s 

illustrious neighoor, the Bank o f Pen nsylvania . designed by A rch i tect 

Ben1amin H enry Latrobe. In the ear liest of these views City Tavern w as a 

site feature in what was a perspec tive presentation drawing of the proposed 

Bank of Pennsylvania (Section VI . 1 llustration 3). At th is poin t in th e 

d esign of the Bank, L atrobe apparently w anted the Bank's front steps to l ine 

up with the normal Seco n d Stree t bu ilding li ne. C i ty T avern . there fo re , 

Jppea red reduced 111 sca le beyo n d the Bank. 

T h e next view o f C i t y T avern agai n trea ts i t as a si te fea turP, acided 

to one of Latrobe's t wo 1 8 " " 1 '0 " scale eleva t1or1 s o f th e Bani<. o f 

Pen:isylvan1d (Sec ti on VI . l llusuat 1o n 4 ) City T avern 1s greatl y reclu r;ed 1n 

scale 1n th is " North F liln k · · elevcJ t 1on . to create the image of i ts L1e1 ng in 

the hack ground . In cl" terrn1 n 1ng th e buil d ings' heigh t 1h1s p ar 1Cu la1· v :Pw ;s 

no t usefu l to us at J ' 'eCdUSl' o f t ' •e m ixture o f t vvo c1nd thr~e d 1m en sio •1al 

presen t d t io ns 

F ro rn Let t r o tw. s l \VO SC J le ~· lt'V , l( ions. ho W t'V t! r. V\/l~ can der IVP e r, me l r u ·~ 

d • rne n s 1 on~ tD ust: in rela t ion to City T .ivern . WP have cornpJ red the scd led o ff 

d 1men s1011 s <1 n d p ro portio ns of he Bdn f<. of Pennsy lvdl1 !d Ionic colum ns vv: th .H' 

1867 ph o toqrdph (Sec t .un V I . illu~ r Jt 10~1 12) takf~ r, ciu r 111q th l· d 1sn1 dn t l 1ng 

o f t h" 8 d11 k w h 1!t• the <;1>< coiu rnns \ t' l t' s! il l 1n tdC l . The p ropor t 1or~s ._ire 

,•q111vdlt•11 t .in d .vt' t-.now ttw 1 ~;ure t h d t ttw Bdnl.. \'.' dS .ictucJl.y built Jccord 111q 

tu thest: SC dle d rdvv in •:JS 

T !w Bdnk ul Pen n>yl\-1111..i \ '.- .tS c. orn p ll't •.·c! 111 1800 . . ~ rid -;0011 .l' l t' r . r , ~corde,1 

i>v W1 i 11.1111 B irch 1·1 u rw o f h is f,rr· w d se ts o t Ph1l od~~ l ph1 c1 ..i1~1rtlv1114s 

\ llu st r ,it 10· Gi B 11ch ~hows th " BJn k se t !>Jcf i r o11 1 the St:LOr1 d Str t'<' l hL;ild 111q 

l 1n., 1<; W!' k n(h \ 1t Wd ~ .ic tu .ill·, tiu1 1 T f-! 1 ~ por rr .i y.ii of C it v T .1vt•r11 r'1.1y \'it'll 

be d CC u r d l t' 11 1 ~c .i l t'. 101 St l 11l dl1, u t h~r de tc111 \ he pur t1 d VS LUI I u tlor Jlt! 

know11 f c1c ts 
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We have made an overlay of the Wm . Birch perspec tive, and have proj ec ted 

t he f) ldne o f rhe Bank of Pennsylvan ia Ion ic co lumns over to the north wall of 

City Tavern . Th is plane was established in plan rela tion to City Tavern by 

the g:ven dimer1sions on c; plot plan su rvey of 1801 ( I llustration 7), combined 

w i th the 1 '8" scale elevat ion of the Bank (Il lustration 5), and the known 

µIan dimensions of City T avern given in the insurance su rvey (Appendix c) . 

The plane o f the Ionic c0lurnns intersects the City Tavern north wa ll at i'! 

line which bisects the four t h floor wes t window. 

As the tops o f the Ionic columns, scaled off the orig inal L atr obe drawing, 

measu re-:_ 32 ' -0" above grade, then this line can be projected over to the 

City Tavern nor th wa ll , and from the opposite var.ish ing point in th? p ersp ec t ive , 

tre 32' level can be p rojected forward to the east front of Ctty Tavern . 

We thus have a dimension to w hich to rela te the scale of City T avern as 

presented by William Birch. 

There 1s o ne rno re perspective ( lilustrat1o n 9 ) , al!Je1t no t accurJtely 

cons truc ted, which we have subjected to the same projection process. C. A 

f-ou lson , Jr., circa 1837-43 , made a watercolor view o f City Tavern wh ich 

includes a DOrt1on of the east front of the Bank of Pe11nsylvdnia . 

\! hen we proj~cted the.,. 32 ' O" top line of the B::ink of Pennsylvz.n1a 

column cap1tdls ontu the north wa ll of City Tavern 1n this Poulson view. and 

then projec ted ih is level forward to the cast fr orit wall we found the two 

pers1.Jc:ct1ves by Birch drld Poul son to represent C i ty Tav 11 equally <1s la rge 

1i-r scdle when reld tecl to the 8 0nk. of Pennsylva nia 

The Poulson view allows us to t:;e more specif ic 1r. applying the 32' 
leve l 10 the r2co11s truc t1or1 of th t• Ci ty Tavern LJCade Poulson shows belt 

cou r st->S »l the f ron t LJCa cie r1ear the floor levels l hr 32' p ro1Pc teci levPI 

rih'•·h tht' •:d~l f roni dCade •uq below the bel t courst' nedr tht' thi rd flour 

lr:ve! dnd (Jr cJIJOt;t i.wo thirds of ih t' V\ciy up iw tween the second floor 

,._ 1ndO\\ head-., ,ind thE th ird loor window ~ill-; lh1s propo1 ion is simila r w 
!IL1t .., r·· 1ved di on tilt' B irch pr in t. 

lht'•1; 15 onl' otht'r di ! !St's \/rL'W uf C1t ·1 Tavprn thrl>ugh wt11ch ·.ve Cd l~ 

1,. 1,, 1; C•tv T cl\'f·~ 1 1 s SCJit' to rH.:1 9hbor1nq str t1CtLHL'S. tht.:r> •n turn u:LJtl' Ul t' 

t1 t:1yht o' 1111: st.: st rdc.turc:<; to tht~ B,inh. o f Pt:r1 nsylvan1,1 dS rt .1f)pears 1n l1 e 

186 7 phClt-Jqr _tph 

: . 1h111 thr'> 18G7 phutogrdph of th t' d1 smdr1t 1 nq ut the 8d'lk of P•.·nnsvl\ rHlld 

,-, ; · :t u• l /I w•: .i• , . Ji JI' to f' ' OJPCt t r1t· k ·1ow1· her qi · ts of tlw Bar1h. of Pp11nsyl·van1" 

,,, r: '> Ccild Str t·vt .;11d the c1 I "V to th£ · so11th, to rhe 10, 11 tc frvt· ,to ry tiuild ;n~JS 

·:, I , • ;_,., h1il1 ildc L, ul Cit ·) T ,•verr1 111 ttw 1830s Tl1 L''.>t' Sd lTH' hu1ld111ys dppt:.ir 

"'" •1u9rdph IJ V PS. Guv::il 11•1ustr,1t1on i01. dl1 1839 vrPw from the wes1 
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includ ing the Bank o f Pennsylvania , t~e four to five-story bu i lding~ along 

Gold Street, and City T avern beyo1 1d. Thu s if we assume that l'vlr. Duval port~ayed 

an accura te impression, W P. can re late the height of City T a·.;ern to the 

projected heights of the adjcicent tour to five -sto ry buildings on Gold Stree t. 

l . 

2. 

3. 

4 . 

In detail , the following steps have achieved this end . 

As the tops of t he Ionic column cap ital s of the Bank o f Pennsy l•1 ania 

in the 1867 photograph (Illustration 12) are prac ticall y on the 

horizon line of the camera perspective, we ca n rela te the true 

measurements of the he igh t from the ground to :hese l o r, ic capita ls 

(derived fro m Latrobe's Bcink o f Pa. "East F rant " , I i lustration 5 ) 

and project them across Gold Street onto the face of the build1nys 

standing at th at time. The L atrobe elevation shows: 27' O" -­
columns plus capitals and base . 5"0" = the stylobat t>, 1.e., 

from top of Ionic capitals to gracie = 32 '-0". 

Thus, if we assume th at the tops of the Ionic cap i tals are exactly 

on the photograph horizon line, we can use their 'IOr izontal 

projection as a true height of 32 feet frorT' grade wherever 1t 

falls on the four to f ;ve storv buildings on Gold ~ treet back of 

the City T avern si te. 

i/ve can now loca te 1n th ~ 1867 photograph the party wall line 

between the building which 111 1854 replaced City T avern 0:1 i t s en .re 

!o t . and the ad jacen t four Jtory bu rld1r19 1u ;ts west . Th is li ne . 

when projec ted vertically f rom the hor 1zor· 1ine dow:1 to grade. cdn 

be said to represent 32 feet . .ind can therefore be tran sla ted into 

a qraphic sca le to measure the en t ire heigh t of tht: 'our story 

building T he four stcw1 building th 1 1s measures • 36 ' 8 " hi<.Jh to 

the top of its br ick crm11ce f:om grade \1 a te thJ ; ,irw ther photuqraph 

o f the same datf' 21nci a sl1gl 1t lv differen t view I JHP '1eq. 2282 

shows this four sto ry bu i!dwg rnore clearly , rind h ~l us def1Pe th e 

cornice elemen ts o f the ahov9 view for est1mar1 1·q the he1qht of 

the build ing). 

;f we now exam ine the P S. Duv<.ii 1839 l1 thogrdph I lllustrJ11on 101 

which shows th is four story h11ilding 1rnrned1a telv to the west of th e 

bui lt up City T awrn lot (cJ back wing fillr..:i the I ng th of the lo t 

J t thi s t1rne) , we see thdt the cum1ct> 11rw u f the four ~wry 

huil ci11 19. ·_ 36' 8" high . wh>:>n proiected eils tw,irc l , is 1ust .. diove 

the !Ctt!:' red sign " B IRCH .. OP the north \\di! ot .. > tv T dvPrn The 

perspective is no t detailed e11ough lo be morl' µrt:c1se 
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5. If we refer to the wate:-color of City Tavern by C. A. Pou lson, Jr ., 

(lllust. 9) , this view includes the lettered sign " T . BIRCH JR .'' 

on the north wall. In perspective it is placed just below the level 

of the City Tavern third floor window si lls. If, as I suspect, the 

"Bl RCH" signs in both drawings are one and the same, then we can say 

that the dimension !_ 36'·8" falls just above the window sills 

of the third floor windows of City Tavern. 

In app lying distinct dimensions to indist inct artists' views. this process 

is subject to criticism. But as one more visua l check it has some m erit. Thus 

we have two dimensional criteria for reconstructing the overall scale of City 

Tavern. The belt course of the east wall th ird floor level must be just above 

the height 32' from grade. And the dimension from grade. 36"8", should be 

just above the third floor window sill levels (see Section VII I , Reconstruction 

Drawings, NHP·IND 3339, sheets 6 and 7). 

B. Derivation of Original Architectural Style and Details froni 

Documentary Ref£ rences Related to Extant 18th Century 8u1ld1ngs 

Section VIII of this report is a graphic reconstruc t ion of Cily Tavern 

including: small scale ( • .. ; · = l " 0" ) µ!ans, eleva tions. and sections 

([' rJw1n~~ NHP lf\JD 3339,shee ts 1·9), and page ·s1ze sketch details 

As all the des19'1 elemen s occur only because thev have been ei ther 

wri tten ::Jout in the records of City Tavern o r apµear in one of the views 

of City T avern the references to these sources have been le ttered directly 

on the rlr aw1ngs adiacero t to the detail 111 question. 

Thi; pdge s1zP sketched deta:ls are C1ccon1pd111ccl by their L1ty T avern 

refert!nces. cint.J Jlso hy the 18th ceri tury ex a'l t preceden ts for the detdii 

design. This section of the report presen ts the background reasoning for 

the choice of J f:>w part1cu lcir detdils and their des1y11 soL.rces, as tl~ey 

: yprfy each such decision for the ·hole bu11d1119 

1. Exterior 

a . Front Facade 

The Second Street Iron fdcdde and the :~crth fac.:ide fdcrmJ th e 

s1dt · alley are su well represented 1n c1rt1sts' v1P'" ' that one n1~eu onlv dwell 

on tho '.>e de!d1ls which cire not ·jearly 1nd1cJ eel 

In totiJI , City Tt1vern 's Secorid Street front fdcJde \'\.dS t111a11ql'd 

1n the Georg;an rnCJnner with a cen tered entrance w1th1n J µro1ect1119 ped1n.cnt~'d 
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bay . It was t h e pro jec ti ng pedimented bay , the raised basernen t and water 

table, and the long steps up to the centered entr ;mce . which gave C ity Tavern 

its imposing statu re, ,nd set it apart 3S a p u blic hu ·!ding. The details which 

made up t h is facade, derived from the v iews and verba l descriptions in the fire 

insurance surveys, were generall y typical of those being uSt·d at the time on 

domestic and public build ings alike in the C'.telawarc Val ley. 

City Tavern was built by the h:inds of Philadelph ia cra ftsmen whcse 

sta tements were we ll -pr oportioned. well -executed, and almos t unariimously 

adhered to . The 18th cen turv appearance o f Philadelphia was one of harmony 

in texture, color, scale and repe t itive detail. 

From the standpoi n t of recons truct ing a build 1.1g which ha~ been gone 

for 119 years, th is u ni fo rm ity of arch itectu rril treatment 1s an asset . One 

need only turn to :.om~ uf Ci tv Tavern 's extant contempo ra r ies to find 

µrecedent for detailing. 

b. Front Entrance 

Entrances 1r. 18th century bu tidings were proclr; u~·ed either by t>e1'1q 

centered on the lacade, or by being enframPd wi th an arch1 t~ctural ly nrde•ed 

fron t1sµi rce. or some times both methods weu: used . 

T he rna 1ri Pn trance tu C; v Tavern was r~o t on:y the 'oc:al cen ter of 

the Second Stree t L3r:ade . but we thin k 1 s dc.orvvc1y was s:irrnoun tt.:•1 lly .1 

pr>d1rnented !ront1sµiect: 

T'he l 773 anci 1785 Contrlt)u t1or1sh1p 1n >urnncc: survt"' . s 1 St:e A.ppt'nd "' 

E) 1nc1L.de the phrdses" d µt.'d1nic;1 1 1!·1 frunt r11 oclil 1un Cornish dt edves· 

·a ped1mf~'1t 1n fron t rnodill .on eaves" , Jnd ·A JJt!d lf'lt~nt 'f1 f1t 1·1• \11od 1l:(H' 

Eaves". It 1$ r ossible that rhe surv~'V · .. H l'Vd S re i t~rrrr1q to th e ped1rn .ntt>cl 

center bay of tne vvholt: facade . det a1 11rig th ,: t y pt · uf ''·O'-Hi comic,· . ll tlh' •·,tvt'S 

I r ,5 c1lso poss ible thdt he WdS 1efcrr1nq t'1 c1 ;1<' c! 1·11L'n t1'd fr cir' ' sp1t' c· ·.1 1 th, 

entra11ce door , and the rc•of cornice det c.li 

In the 0 •1ly .Jrt1st's v11~w of C1tv TdVt'rn w h ·ch shows he t'ntr.111et' 

.•' lO IJstruc t t:ci ( Ldtrohc's 1798 pres1·rltcit 1or 1 uf thl' propnsecl 8dr.h. of Pt .. 11>:.\ 1\.,111,,1 

I ilu stra t1 on 3 1. 1t is shown t r1111111cd b y .i iro11 t 1sp1 t'Cl' L 1tt:rd liy th· 

,_ ·1 frc1mernPnt appc.Jr<; to h ctVc ,J ld r;l1ght .. vh1t hex t ei>d s 1"to ,!fl o pen p1:d111-.,•11t 

\\h1ch. 111 turn is supported by !,vo t1 11sses : •1 cit s,·em to tie r·1ou:1!t'd clir t 'Lt': 

o:i the bric". vv..i ~· beyon d the , 11 ch1 t1<1 VL~> 111 pr.1ct1ct' ~uc.h !rt1'>St» \\llli I<! tit' 

rnou nteJ on p i!dsters which w oulci he off~t· h1"/01Hi tlw ,nch1 tr,1,es 

37 



In our k'lOv'Vledge of extant 18th century build1 ·1gs, and from our 

collection of views of missi rig 18th century buildings 1n the Delaware 

Val ley, only one structure incorporates su ch a frontispiece. 1 

Pediments suppo rted by trusses were u serl in the mid 18th century 

in Philadelp h ia in exter ior decorc1 tive featu res other than fron ti spieces - for 

exariple on the Sta te House tall case clock and Chri st Church st eeple . In 1795 

trusses were used to support f la t corniced windows on the facade of the 

F irst Bank o f the Un ited States. Derivat ively . one fi nds in Englanc truss 

supported pedimen~s used as early as th e Queens House, Greenwich , designed 

by Inigo Jones, and there have been many o ther var ia t ions since. One such 

derivation is pla te 102. in Jarnes Gibbs' A Book of Architec ture . 

London 1728. which is close 1n approximation to the frontispiece which L atrobe 

seems to have rendered at Ci ty Tavern. G ibbs' pla te shows d door su rmounted by 

an eared arch1tra11e, and beyord . open pilasters supporting scrolled tru sses 

which are surmounted by an open pediment Instead o a fan! ight . th ere is a 

1a1 ge cartouche with1ri the pediment ty mpc1num and frieze. 

As th is part1culc1r frontispiece desiyn is rdre in the 0 :1i1adt• lph 1a 

area. we mus~ test the rel 1abil1ty of the Latrobt: watercolor dga1nst de tails 

h-nown to t:~ve existed . 

A.t the t ime that L atrobe sketched the su rrou nd in gs for this 

presentation of his proposed Bank. tt1 smal'"r building to the south of Cit y 

TJvern was described 1n i t s insurance surveys dS hav1r.g.. 2 1arge crrc•Jl clr 

\V1 ndows cJnd door 111 front \\11th 86 ligh ts in them 17 by 12 incl1~s. 4 ciorr1 ; er 

lsee N.P.S. H ;s tor1c Struc tures negd t1ve 1!.J7. 2779 Th is p2r: 1cular 

pho tograph is un 1c.Jen t if1t.'d c1nd cbtt;<; ~ ron 1 the 1111d 19th et!P tury : is of c< 

church 1n a D elJware Valley ur bdn se tt ing . The church looh-s to he ei ther 

late 18th cen tu ry or edrly 19th century 01 three door 111 Jys , one i ro11t1sp1t'Ct~ 

is clear ly c1 Grt>ek Revival add1t 1011 to dn ear lier ~d n l:ght d0orvvJy T hA 

o ther two doorway', have fro11usp1eces o1 rd 1sed pdnele~~ ~-ioor 1cimbs 

surrounded by eared "rch1trJves. surmounted by J plJ1·1 boaJJ fr "'le cJrid , 1 

ful l r ed1rne11t suppor !f·d by tW<..J ldrye trL.<>ses. The tru sses drP muunred on 

p1idStF?r> ,1n d M C very ~1mµle 111 ,1r t 1cula t1on (1.e ., no ledf carv1nr.) 

having 1110 : • s1n1plc roised line scro!I w .th sniuo th surf,K es preclom ir1 ..,1 111q. 

The ,,11_, '. ters .ire no t flu red 111 ~ie r ierd l. thP wholt~ .tPlh'drancl' l c ;u~s to tJe 

a lc1 tc· 18th cen tury or 0arly 19th century cultural iag Geor41:in cornpos1t1on 
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w;11dows . . " (1 e., 2 in front) 2 This is exac tl y what is f)·)rtrayed by 

Latrobe. 

Both Latrobe's drawing and that of Wm. Birch {Illustra tion 6), 

render the housr to the north of the Bank of Pennsy lvania with a shed pent 

eave and a shell soff1ted gable hood above the entrance door. Birch shows a 

large scrolled hori zontal truss supporting the hood , wherE·as Latrobe has 

forgotten to show these i russes. 

lh1s house. said to have been that of James Logan. su1 Jived into th e 

age of !JhOtograrhy. 3 A photograµh shows it was a double house with f ive 

windows across tr.e f 2cade At the fi rst floor both Birch 3nd L atrobe have rendered 

the house correr: tl y wi th two windows to the side ( i.e ., t 'NO at each side) of the 

centered entrance. However. we observ e ~hat i1either artist has µut the correct 

number of l ights in the windows; B irch does not render :he belt course as well 

dS did Latrobe . and Birch rendered the ear ly sty led coved cornice while Latrobe 

did not. 

Judging bv this comparison, and the similar presen ta tion of City 

T<Jvern i tself . Ldtrobe has apparen t ly rende ~d the surroundings of his Bank 

of Pennsyivan1a rather accurately rn design !n ten t if not in a:I details. 

We have concluded the~efore to re! y on Latrobe's ir1d1cat1on of the 

f ron ti sp iece for Crty Livern 

1'),,s there is 110 one Oeidwctn• v :i!ley design sou rce for recre3t1ng thf' 

fro11t1sp1Pce. we rnu!>t derive t fw r lPt d1l s from Vdr1ous souce<>. These are 

l1c;ted on 111e ske tch drawrnq ;r-, Sec 1 J11 \.'1 11 Tne sou rces ar hest date c. 17 70 . 

d'lcl t11P rh.., e,1r!1es t "nu1vn ~'x,1mp l·'S of thP c1rr~1:iec1urd deta ils needed. 

Jr·, !h•_' .iccount l1~!111q rr ,it.-r1,1 1s ,;I'd ,-,,o r" 'lldflSh1p 'o r huilci1 11g City 

Li ' t' I i ' '.A; 1 , 1t' 11 d I >, C r , 1 .., d · 3 · I I () Cd I V 111 q 5 1 7 . 6 " ) y 0 rH~ ' 1\1 d r l I '1 

Jr!lJll'~ ;,Juo1e1l. !t \\Id '> one o f rhe srnr.llt.:r pc1 vmen ts d l' cl th l' carved work 

wn:ch 1t rt•p1 ... s,~nb urforicJ•1a te l, ()Ot:S u1' rve<ir cl ,•n hy, II the 111surc1n ce 

~lil 'J t?·,' '11dde Li !hf' l;u ,cJ1r''.1 ( Appt•ncir' E) 

7
'.:>t"!' A pp· ·11 d1 :i. C. Pil ri<1d t: lpil 1,1 Co•Hr ·llut1u:1s!i rp Su r 1PV Bk 179S 1824. 

p 21. 23 Dt>c ·1799 I f tirw ti 111 1d1's 8G lrcJh b lrJr th <' tvvo c 1rcuidr ~\·111duws . 

I l ' '4 3 ctpwc • 011e I 1·.1!1Ll'" !111< f1qu re IS lfldCCll l dtc l ,' !I lf1SCr1bed , d'.> 

.ill '>d ',ii lrqn t ~ 11:ci<; t h» ,111 "'J"ll multi p le. The u rculor w ndovvs nrohdbiy h ct'i 

. 80 !1ql1t c, "\lt\1d 

3sr•1• lllt.<;f' Jf i'. lll 12 Cd>tr ier Cu. 1 vo ! 2S. p 8 . Fr r· .... L1i>r<1rv 

Pt i 1!,1LIL'lph id, r: ps H1s:o r1 c Stru cl lilt'S IH~lJ. 203 133 



Jugiez in 1763 and 1773 adverti~ed with h is partner, Barnard, as 

carvers and gilders. They also imported framed looking glasses and prints, 

pai:;ier mache decorations for plaster ceilings, and carved brackets and bases 

for artwork.4 

Jugiez apparent!y did a great deal of archi tectural carvi ng, more 

than his advertisement leads one to believe. In 1770 he and Bernard were 

paid by John Cadwalader Esq. a to tal of -l28 .. 10 .. 71/i , for elaborate 

carving in the alterations made at Cadwalader 's own house on South Second 

Street below Spruce Street. The carved work included "2 small Trusses 

for a tabernacle frame "@ 8 shillings, and "2 sides Bracke ts in the back 

parlor" @ 3 pounds. Probably the side brackets were large scrolls with 

acanthus leaf carving which flanked the tabernacle frame. 5 It is 

likely that Jugiez carved the two scroll trusses rendered by Latrobe on 

the entr:.rnce front ispiece for just under 3 lb. each , or "in total " 

"t5.12.6 ." 

One p iece of carving done by the hand of Martin Jugiez surv ives 

I t is the large carved frame which holds the Pennsylvania State Coat of 

Arms , and which hangs over the Judges' bench 1n the Supreme Court Room of 

the Pennsy lvania State House (Independence Hall) . An examinat ion of the 

character of this carving will be requisite to lhe reconstruction of the 

City T avern f rontispiece carved tru sses. 

Latrobe renders th e stone steps which lead up to the frontispiece 

wi th 8 risers, no railing, and an arched structural support above a cellar 

en t rance. Surviving 18th cen tur·r stone steps w i th 4 risers or fess have 

no ra ilings. but 1t is inconceivab:o that a stairway with as many as 8 or 9 
ri sers could have subjec ted its users to the danger of fa l ling off the upper 

levels. We th ink Latrobe left out the raili ngs to simplify his presenta ion. 

As des;gn sources for a sta ir rail w~ have referred to the earlies t dated 

1ro•1 work in Ph iladelphia : Congress Hall 's balc1)ny . and the Christ Cliu•ch 

main gate, both executea and signed by one S. WHEELER. 1788. 

Then wo, we th 1r i< Latrobe abbrev1dted the rendering of the stone 

stair structur e. For the reconstruction we are referring toe tant sta i rs of 

thi s kind whic h have en trances tu basemen t service areas benecJth them . 

4 The Pen11svlvdn1a Gazerr~ DPc 15. : 763. p 3. col . 3 
Mar 10, 1773. 

5N 'C 11ola~ c3 W01nwr19!1 t . Cc lun1,J/ Grandeu r ,n Ph1!ade1µh1.1 

H ;storica l Socie ty o f Pennsylvania (Pt1iladclph 1a, 1964 ), p 29. 
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c. Window Size 

Render ; n~ windows in either watercolor or engravinq is apparen tly 

a cho•e . and short cuts were taken on the James Logan house by both Latrobe 

and B irch in their views of the Bank of Pennsylvania and City T 2vern. They 

d rew the sash t hree lights wide, whereas the photograph of the surJiving 

Logan hm ;;e (Illustration : 2) shows th at the sash were four ligh ts wi de. 

Birch has often undersi zed windows i11 h is views, ;.hoSP of the Pennsylvania 

State House being the most E: xaggerated examp les. 

With th is in m in d, as we ll as our observance of extant 1760s· 1 770s 

buildings such as Carpen ters Hall , the Deshler Morris ri ouse :md the P0wel 

House. al l of which have sash fou r lights wide, we have concluded to make L'P 

City T avern 's window :;a:;h of th e 9" x 12" lights itemized in the insurance 

'>'-!rveys (see Appendix E) , made up in sash fvu r tigh t s wide. 

d . North Facade Details 

Of the f ive art :sts' vie ·1s which show the north facade of Citv 

Taver r 1n some detai l, two show belt courses between rhe f i rst , seconJ , end 

third f loors . These are the views done b y the architect . Latrobe 'see 

lllL1Stri:it1ons 3 and 4 ). On th is s1d9 J i!ev wal l Latro~e also shows short 

ret ur ns of tile roof corn 1cei; 

I 1 v1e cornpdre :he ra1sc n d'etre of the five view•, , 1~rhap'.; \;0 can 

further de·,~. 1:1 1nt~ whetner or not w read al l the dPt<.·fs 1n L dtroc 1e·s ".t1ews 

1 ter d I ·1 

A s said prev1°::iu:.lv. _dtr::ibe's views were m.:ide :is bJckgruu11u a11 c.i 

conic x to .1 pro posed stn•ctJre o f his own d >:! s1gn. In •ef ':' rencf' '. O ~he tr ont 

t' l•!rancP wt· P stabl1sh t~d C1 bas;c rel1ahil1 t v 1n the~t::: drav• 1ngs He n~c' 

ul>v iouslv been tu thP s1t1' ard skftched the 1';:l1eu 1n w h ich t•e '" 1 placing 
r·,·5 U\'vil '.JUI din~. One ex()eCTS ' h ,Jt dS dl1 arch itect , h1; ~ r c:i'1ed ey• Jnd 
h"rc.., .•1ou!rf havr. c tJserveu architPct-.iral det a1 nowc 1t 1n r is G'l <,itt: 

skL: tch ,ind thF:n 1ncorpo'ati:>d it in the f inal drci\'J n~ .1d j e 1., h ::> ~ ~ice. 

-:- w'' o the1 v:t:\·;s shuw1nq the nur·h 'e: r:a cle~ .Vt'I<' 110! mar ._., an 
c1 rd111t:c! .. ll 0str<.l·On<; 6 Jnd ;::;, 'vV1•'1irr0 B11cf· . .tL:tt!o1 '.J f tt· ps,; Wd '-

1 ~ma1·kah'v JCcu1 dte 1n h s portr.ival ·Jf sca'e. \';1lurr.e. Jr~ d cha r ac ~ !?- .. :Hld 
w h ,1 : cJi.; ,,; 1 he showed WdS .iccu rd ! 111 concept it no: .n portr<:va' B•r ch 
c1 m : t te 1 : nel r cot1 rses cornpit:!ely 1n b::> th V lt W~. 1~ wP'I d~ some ... nov1n t<1 c t:. 
'.>. i;:h "s t» .t:r.or shutwr~ on the north !,:c.!de f1r"! f l,lo r win.Ju 1:•s A.ppe0cl1x 

E: ., l(J~ 1E::34 ·1•'>L1-a1'C f: ·,u rvev o 

T:'t- I :C, I () 1 ti1e t1v t> 111 t:ws I'; .l \\c1le'C Ol·'.J v\f11(' ce11tt:r'i (I' L . ' r.IVl' ' I ~ 

(li:cL; t rat.()r, 9 ) .\:0 '.,•ill1Jt if1 c>d d S rhe ·ender1nq I~,·· 1dl thiul ly rxor j s 

; 1 



many k nown details and can basically be rel ied upon . On the north wall 1t 

do es not show any belt cou rses irid1cat ing that this alley facade may have 

been treated plainly', as woulo a party wa!I. 

This last view was made by a Philadelphian , C. A . Poulson, Jr., 

w ho. due :o his interest in the hi story of the ci ty, turned 01Jt quite a few 

such views o f Pl1 i ladelphia builjings in the late 1830s (see t he Libra ry 

Company of Philadelph ia \ As opposed to Latrobe, Poulson probably created 

h is " iew direc t ly on ·site, whi le Latrobe took h is notes of details bac k 

to the o ffice to render al o ng V'l i th his design. 

!t is conceivable th at Lat ·obe, h ~ving n t) ti ced belt courses in the 

f .-o•lt facade, rr.ay have assumed that t he 1 continu ed onto the side facades, 

w h ile Poulson recorded only what he saw. It would therefore seem that 

PoL lso n's v iew should ~e t ak en more literally than Latrobe 's. 

To fu rth er d1sct1ss : he p J1nt, i t is c lear from all tf"'e views and from 

the ins •ranee survey :> th at t h e Second 3treet facade was a sta tement of 

arch1tcct l1-al emphasis, with i t s proje:cting pedimented cen• r bay, ra ised 

base ancl cen te~ed en trance opening in to the nlaza. 

In con tras:., t he north s ue wa ll faced a narr ow al iey, acro ss wh ich 

:he original buil ders cou Id only have env1s1oned th 51 d e o f some other 

struc.: ure. 

Th·~ drch : t·~ct 1 ir .;i \ dr1;;· •Or' ,--, e1np has s •'.·best illustrated 1n tt1e 

,. 1z; 101 111 h !:'rJrctiv nf th·c \ ·1;1dow dPtaiiin<J y1 the rwo hcades T he 

w«1dows o~ the Secrind Str~~·-': tacdclP all wt'rt' ~ ler;an t · v e1•d c.., vve d 1. v1th 1nter1cir 

'"'dH1c; •n· 1tt•"'> d cJe·,iii which \",JS not ·:v1 d ely 1r use Ln t il ,1 1 leas t the 

<.1 1·· 1 ~·8Ch Tl " :,1u1~ ic· v w111cfov,·s Pl'll"l<lPS tho .1 qht T< l ·e 111orP vul nerc1ble 

fur · ·t.:••1q h ,cjiJP•' h ,d -1,,, •:.)11>1111)11 18th cc r1 , '\ ht'i:l\"V ex !t•r1CJr wood panc.t:'d 

sh,,rtt ·. 1 ·>r1pe1 d•x t:) 

. ~1",1q"1'n w11h Pr, .1 n1c1.i. c1 11or1 

lo . • 5l' :. , • 1 , d . '' J c.r. r n 1 c" r P t..r n s 

e . Exterior Br1 et-< Bond~. 

1 ~ , · i: • 1 sh 'J 1.: ws o' ~ 1 t v T ,, v l~ r 11 d rt- 1 o t cl l .11 I r:-d to 1 'lt: ex t e 11 t 

' ' :1(:\V'"'l :r .. : 1Lk tio• c ur 1>011ds used n the ·· >- L'r 1or " 1ci ll f ace'.> 

Ti't' CJV"r111·h .. lr• ,nq us:: r.' t:it: rnish bo11L; 1'1 18th ct:r- 1 1•v Ph1',,delph1,i en,:ble<; ,J, 

•' i'':', tu '>dV l'ldl !l ie l'.(J , • • 'lC: [\'cl' L 1'. des, c l iCdSI w~r·~ l)f Flen ;~<;h bo·11.J . 

c .' ·t1•:r d"f" ,;1.11 ,;1;e'. r fiJ1ct·<; The heddCr lJr1ci<.s 1" ,1 ~ :e rn1 sh J;d t terr• could 

' .• , I«·•· 1 91J11·d .n 1 I ~·\ d f · di Cc1r1H·riters H dll ( 1 770s l. ,i•1cl t ~ .e T oclcl HuLhl.' 

1; ,114 l If th;s ·1rr·_ '.> C." 1 ~t r · rhe hel1 cou -s<.:s cJ r 11cula t 1ng these facades. 1n 

c0·•trd' t. ·Nou!rJ r1 ·. t h.,\f h cHJ gl ateJ ht:dders. d11cl t h e watc~ table , o r p r P1ec tr nu 
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base, wou Id h we been laid up without glazed headers, and may even have been 
of the Engli sh bond or common bond. 

Flemish bond wi th glazed headers wa~ w idely used both bef ore and 

after City T avern was built Thus, we cannot Jec ide on the use o f glazed 
headers based on date alone. 

Perhaps the interior shuttered windows can be a departure for 
making this decisior . It is the window design which makes City T ;:ivern's 

ent rance facade " avan t -garde" and thus perhaps indicates that the br ick 

building should keep pace, and take on the appearance of build ings done in 

the late 1780s which are shL rterless and have plain Flem ish bond without 

glazed headers. 

Th is trea tment would simplify the L'c~cision making on the side 

ailey wall. If, as disi::ussed before, this wall is unart iculated, then it 
certainly wou ld not h ave had glazed headers even if the front and rear 

facades d id . The north wall is so massive t hat 1f th e tront and rear facades 
did have gl5zed headers, not to have h ad t hem on the north sid" 1 11ld have 

beer~ a boid contrast . It is Lheretore easier to picture no glazed 
all on any of the exteri or walls . 

,: r _; a: 

O ften Phil adelph ia buil d ings have F lemish bonci on the p rincipal 
acades, and a common bond on the side wal 1s. T his is most likely wha1 would 

have beer> done at City T aver r , cc..ns1Jeri'lg the hierarchy of the o ther details. 

f . The Piazza 

"The 1 773 an<l i 785 :nsu t'ant:e sLu-veys r>f City T avern include ..in 
arpenddge to the !JU i: ding cailed the " Piazza," 28 feet by 1 ·1 fee t. T h,.., 
1773 copy, written 1n Boo k No. 1 of tr.e Phi ladelphia Contribut ionsh1p 
(Appendi x El. descr ibed 1t d S "~ p1<.1 zza Bae:.; ," ther,,by locat 1nq 1t somep lace 

o n the wf"st facade o f C1T': T ,iver". 

We assu1'T'c.: 1t vvas ce·1 1ered on t he west eleva t •on , ·ith i ts lonq 
d1nien ~1011 again st the main bui ld :ng 11 2ssess1ng t~e valtJ. of City T aver•1 

the Contr 1b·Jt 1on sh1 p Insu rance sur".t>yor d1 \· 1dt' d ~he ouil '.i :ng into th irds, 
g1v no ,., v<;l•_,e oi +_500 to e ::ic h pdrl . The r! 11 ·1s1• n was rlFterm 1ned by 

two ea'.; t .. vf st m Jsonry '"'al ls w hich d 1v1ded the st ructu re. L 1nk ,~d w1 th the 
cer- ter th1 ~ i were the sta1rw0 v a• rJ r •:3LZ d . 

"Tr 1e No rth i; ar · ·n tr ~ Br 1ck Wall 

-ih'. So.Jtl. pdrt :o th e Br ic k Wall 

Tre Pein ''t-'l\"Jet: •1 t»·' twu Br 1ch." ,,_, .. s 
· ;1 th tf·1e '" 111 · , .... J l_ ,·a1 rcdse 

l.50 0 
!:500 

') 
' Phiiadelph1,i Con r uu t1 ' •1sl11p L se Sur vt' V 1767 9 . l\1ciy 2 , 1735, 

A ppe'ld1x E 
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The term "Piazza" was applied by 18th century insurance survey ors to 

several types of struc tu res. In the survey book kep t by the same su rveyor 

of City 1 dvern, Gunning Bedford, a few such definitions appear. 

In a city row house lot the " Piazza" was often a link between the main 

house and kitchen back building. This link was either an open passageway with 

or without a room above, 7 or it was closed and contained the main st airway 

of the house. 8 

In a country freestanding house the Piazza was often what we commonly 

call a porch. The most complete description of this form is one from 1798: 

" Piaza back 32 feet by 12 feet floored and ceiled supported by 6 posts 

cased square". 9 

One month befo re Gunning Bedford cooied into his survey book the 1773 

City Taverr~ Survey, and what was the immediately preceding survey to the 

City Tavern entry, another fo rm of country house Piazza was descri bed . The 

house " 41 x 30 2 storys high" had "a Piazza & balistrade in front 10 feet 

wide . .. io This last description w as probably a porch, the roo f of 

which was surrounded by a ba;ustrade and could be wal ked on w ith access 

from the second floor . 

7 " P1dzza and room over 1t o f wood 11 by 8 f t . k1tch 2n 12 by 11 f t . 

2 stor )· s high " . John Moms rl ouse , South side Chest riu t between Fron t and 2nd , 

Sept 5. 1768. Con tributior.sh1p Survey B k. . No. 1. 1768 94 . Gu nning Bedford. 

p 3. 

8 .. A p1aza or St ai r Case 11 by 9 f : 2 stor ys h 1gn ". Robert A l ison 

HousP. w . side Geor ge St Sou thwar k. Dec. 6 , ·. 768 . I b id . p 4. 

gPhtla . Con tr it)ut 1011sr 1p , D . Evans 3ooh. of Surveys f '.J r I nsu r i n ~ Houses 

tr orn fi re 1798, Po !1 cy No 2969, De r~ . 31 . 1798 On Sept 3 . 1775 Gunning 

Bedford su rveyed the grt '3 t cou ntry hl)USI: " Port Royal" ,n Frari ldord 1Ph tla 

Con tr1b . i 439 4 1). dnd rjescr 1hed " A p1;1u on rhe Sou th S1dt:. thP l~!nyrh o f 

hou se tJy 10 ·e ·t 1n w 1d 1t: .. T hanks to th .. 1 •ltt~ • cs t o f f\1r . Cdrl Ga tter 

aDparen il y th is p1an a surv;ved to he photo~i'ap twd bv h ! ll' before demol1t1on 

1n the 1950s !see 1 he Ph 1icidelph 1a H1 stor1c1I Comrn1ss10"1) 1 he halu <>ters 

r.r(' heavy cJ ll ci Lr'l" d '/v 1! t' T i.,;rc1n tur11ed po:-; ts <,upr. or11rilJ tne t-:11 tdblatu re 

.1 r1ci st1c' d ro(Jf 

4 4 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Such a porch with a second floor exterior door lead ing to J balustraded 

roof exists at the Desh ler Morris House in Germantown, and mav da te from the 

1774 crigin of th is house. Physica1 investigatior. is neccssciry to ciete rrnine 

whether th is is the very porch which was erected in 1774 anci described by 

the survey of that year as " Balcony from the Second floor" 11 or whether 

this "Balcony" was replaced in 1839 by what is at the Deshler Morr is House 

today, described in the resurvey of 1839 as, " A Piazza back of the Plain 

hou se 9 ' 2 feet by 21 'Ii ree t supported by two plain colu 11ns · and a pilaster 

plastered ceili ng · plain eave - & shingled roof" (Sic. It is presently 

sheet metal and can be walked on with access from an original doorway in the 

~econd floor hall). 

Th ie; same form of Pi azza is described by another survey of a country 

house which reads "a Large piaza at east front and Balconia over i t ." l 2 
Lemon Hill in Fai rmount Park, Ph ila., is f lanked by two such railed -in porches 

with balconies above . While Lemon Hill was being bu ilt, c . 1798-1800, i t was 

assessed for the 1798 Federal D irect T ax and described only as a "stone 

[ house ] & Piaza 14 by 35_ .. 13 

Yet one other form of Piazza occu rs on country houses. In 1783 a free­

standing house "3 miles from the City . .. 2 sto'ys high." hall "a Piaza 

to each story on ~ fie South Sides." 14 We understand that th is might mean 

a two-story porch, each levE:I having a roof. 

Frorn these va r ious P1aZLd aef 1n1t1ons wt rrusi: h oc_.,e ttll orw which best 

n1dtches th:! following City Tavern l •1su rJnce Surveys 

~ 773 Loose Survev 
··a i11aza 28 by 1 1 fePt cl iJOd 1 cl1111•de1 1t v,1•11 · ;::;,i;r1/1 R , :I ; ,1., 

t·.1'.;ters dnd St,, ,., clov;11 t(' 'l't · ~ 1tct •• r·. 

11 Contr1but •or1>h p Survt·y Dtrv 1d Dt·<;t1 1.·r '1 !1.1'>•' SVv '.:-- :,1," :)1 

Gt•irnar 10,· 11, Feh 1 1774 

i31798 F1'Cit:'.J· j 't''-1 T,P, \V··~! f\JlJ1il1> ·11 L 11,·rt 11· ~ L • .. t ;-\ ~ l•:··"<!t.·: 

I "~ H p " I v (J f I i 11) 4 8 7 1 

1 -1 . 
r:11,.Jdt •lpt ,, ~ 1;'1!' !H1l1111) ' i' '.J JI 1'\ br ._, i' 1 ')() J ,;· 

Br"1gt:t1r)t !\'ld tl '. 1 118J 



1773 Book No. 1, p . 54 
"a piaza Back 28 by 11 feet a poarch under it with Ramp? 
Rail s & Balisters · and Stairs down to the ki;:chen ." 

1785 Loose Survey 

"a piaza, 28 bv 11 feet and poarch under it inclose d w ith 

Rails & Balisters" 

1 785 Book No. 1, p. 119 

" A piazza ; '. 8 by 11 ft. and poarch under ir I nclosed with rails 

& Balisters ." 15 

Note that the surveyor uses in the same survey both the terms 

piazza and porch. Cou ld he have been emphasizing the different use of the 

two spaces. one above the other? The Oxford English D ict ionary Vol . VI I 

gives as its first defin ition of a "porch" : "covered approach to the 

entrance of a bu ilding. " One perceives a sense of util i ty in this defin i t ion . 

The connota 4 ion of the word "piazza" is more or less that of luxury 

space for "taking the ai r." The Oxford second definition for "piaz:: a" 

is: "Erroneousl y app lied to a colonacle or covered gallery or w alk 

surrounding an open square or piazza proper , and hence, to a single 

co lon nade in front o f a buiid ing ; an ambulatory w 1rh a roof supported o n 

the open side by p illars. " 

8 a-;ed on the insur ance SLrvey 1n terpre tat 1on we have conclud 0 d thdt C..1ty 

T avern had J porch at the ·Nest facade used whe 1 enter ing the building ~ ~om 

the rear ya rd The po··ch had unJer 1t a stair aown to the basemen t kitchen ~ 

and WdS enc losed with ramped rtiils a..-d balusters. Above the porch was a 

!)alu~ tradecl "P 1azza" sup, rorterJ on tu rned columns and flat pilaster-;, ar.d 
reached bv a doorway 1n one of he second floor rear rooms 

Such d second level p1aZZd wou Id have been a oleasant od1u nc t to the 

Long Room and pr iva te club or d ining rooms . One 1mag1'les on summer evenings 

the rei1t'f of walki ng ou t on to th s aper: balcon clfter an evening mccil or 

during the 1n terrn1ss1ons of the Ddnc 1119 Assernb l;es or concerts 

Wood 'd1led p 1auas and J · Orche~ <1 re v.~ry 11 ·.1 i11Prabie !O weci ther. arri 

su rvive only when g1 ·Jen cont 11 ·UOL.:S upkeep. V'v e cire dSsum1ny one of twu 

occ:u rren ces e11ht•r dett'riorat .on wets tht! f,Jtf' 'J f City T dvern·s p 1, /ld. 

o:nd by 1804 I t W:iS rep :l·e cJ V"/1th a brick <; tr ut ire vv : th ShPci root ;JS 

l 5phii <..1delphid Con tr 1bu l 1011sii1p s, ..... {S f\c.1 1767 9 City T cl Vt'rl1 

see d 1so Appendi x E 
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shown by Wil l1arn B irch 111 Il lustration 8 . (desp ite th r facr that the 

surviving maintenance dCCounts hold no h1nr to such a maior change t o th e 

structure) ; or. the brick structure shown by Birch. and that shown by 

Latrobe 1n ll lt1~tr<it1or. 4. concealed t~e st ill standing piazza from the 

artist s' views. In dn v case. 1t 1s felt that th t: 1773 and 1785 in~urance 

survey ciescriptioris dre so specif ic that as design sources they should take 

precedence over the art 1sts ' sketches o f 15 arid 27 years later. 

2 . In terio r 

a. Archway in Entrance Hall 

To break the visual length of row hou se hallway s. 18t:i and 19th cen tury 

Philddelph1a hu1lder:; in troduced archways across them. These archways were 

usLi111y placed as decora t ive elements . independent o t the st ructurd: ~'/" t ern 

of the building . 

The edr lv C it '/ Tavern 1'1surcrnce su rveys. brief as t ~1 ey are. do not 

inc lude such an arch vvay . Desµ1te this. the la ter surveys -.~nt1on th use 

of archways ri t the fi rst floor, and raise enough questio1 ·s to conc lude that 

an archway mav have exis ted in the original first floor p3S<>age or hallway 

!see Sec t.on V 1 i dra\\ 1ng NHP i!\:D 3339 sh,~e t 3 l. 

The p o r t1ons o ' ,•ach 111 stira0ce su r1«ev rel ated to ~h1 ~ sub1ect reaJ as 

• ~JI !ovvs 

. 773 

l/8S 

·4 rr ,r ·:'"» • f or·-:; t " p1~1-; i ;dS:,_l lJt' 

.. 4 , .10 ~!'' ~ r 'I' l,. ! ) I J::) Pei S~:n 1 r]e 

" T he o·:. -"" St.~r', is d 1v1r led ,. t1.\· Ci rooni., & OdS~dYt' 

,, l,,rqi· ,;rct1 11 · t' <1 \'h rc;u ri & on" '' t~if· i><'~Sdqt wi th r E:>e rlPd 

Tr 1 < .·.,_ .. , S t 1.> r ., r1 1 ·• r <Jon1 

, :,.,,, :1 , ,, ' • 't·-5~ :, . r·"11uv1 r• q th·,1 1 '>l' IJ d"il'"lJ 1101 t i! sou tt~ 

i., : · ·, ' :1- ·' • :. · · · .,,~ 11 1 • ·· 0tl~ ~ 11 k d ' tt1,. l· Jik:d\ VvL"t· •:om !. 1rw c1 t o rna~ L· 

) ,. lll 

• • , • • •• t (I• ' ·, ~ ! . '1' •: iiv t· I) .. fldf f t:Llt:d b'.' th e rt'PH JV.ll 

' 1».1Ch ruorn nw •ll1u <H,rl 1n t ht: I • i ~ ! 1 ~ "I' ' ' J . ~ } ! ', I ' .i ~ · · ! i..., r ! , ;\ ., ,, 

.H~1h·!l 1· • t11 , ~·' 

,li (j l ' I I• I •( 1(j ' 1() ,I \Jr, .l\\,j I I:! "" ~)~ i)._1~'),f(ll' d l t t l 

• "· •ll1<· 1 '" 11 .. , •. ,,. "1.1 1· ''th:'>.,. , trd ;:1l.Ct">'> '>p c1 c .. .t>.:Hl !u dy1119 bv 

(1 , r Jt, 1 1 '. 1: ·r p •• I : I ill it • , j~!J,d 'r rr .id l· !fJ huc;1ness ;1 r UtH.: 1 i lPS u~ 1 1es<; 

1 .' 



there is a practical purpose, it would seem l i ke ly that this th ird archway was 

already there, having been built as part of the original structure. In fact, 

it is conceivable that the hall archway inspired the 1834 placement of archways 

in the flanking rooms . 

I n 1848, to create the "one room" described, the front, or east 

portions of the hall walls must h;:ive been removed. leaving the rear or west 

portions to support the surviving stair. The wall sections removed wPrP. ma"orry 

bearing walls, as descri bed in Section 11. They were approx imatt;ly 23 feet in 

length, and were no doubt rep laced by a beam supported by cast iron columr s a: 

the third points (cast iron columns were introduced at this peri0d in many 

buildings w here there was a need for uninterrupted space). These 1848 changes 

apparently did not alter the previous arrangemenl of three ar.:hways, indicating 

that the passage archway must have been placed with in the rear half of the ha ll w ay . 

The su rveyor vvho described City Tavern both in 1834 and 1848 w as John C 

Evans. He had been surveyir g bu i ldings for many years ; notably, he surveyed 

Independence Hali in i818. Evans knew h is archi tectural terms, bL.t it is possi ble 

that his description of the architectural em bell ishments o f the archway w as 

noted when standing in front of one archway. w ithout no t ing anv var iat ion 

bet ween the three. !t is theref o re possible that Evans w as descr ib ing one of 

the archwavs added in 1834 when he said in that year : it had "reP.ded pilast ers" 

(an arcf-ii tectu ral feature of the i790s-1840s), ;:nd Ill 1848: i t had " S;ng le 

A.rch 1traves" (a deta i l u sed later in the 18th centu ry to line he arched sect ion 

of the openinq) . Evans may w eii have ignored the de tails o f t hE o lder arch\.\/d·, 

1n the pasc,age 

If we are cor rect 1n assuming th at !he original arch wav was over looked bv 

Sunnir.g Bedford 1r, the 18th cen t ury surveys. i ts archi tec tu ral arti cu lat ion 

cou lrl no t h ave been elJbo rate possibi y oµen pilas ters. plain µ l 1n th s 1 rr.~ost 

rro ldings, dou b l.: arch1 trJves dt the arch , sun"'en pane1 sotr:ts dnd a plain 

keysro ne 

I n ado1 t1on to the dbov;~ ra t1or.dle nased on he 1nsL rance su rveys of 1834 

and 1848 , <It' d the almo st constan t use o! archwavs 1n an / 18th r·~n t u r 'I Phtladelpha 

town hou se o t sorne r re tens1 on. there 1s one otne: 1·oss1ble reason 'or l1nk 1ng 

a r~ drcnw ay 11Y1th the entrance pass~-ige o f C1 1v T avern. 

Cl-iar le s Willson Peah~ f1 d1n terl a fu l l-lengtli p1x tra1t of 1)ne u f th e found111g 

-ndndgers o f the Ph iladt:lph i.i Dancing A ssPmbly Jotw l ng115 (s e liius tr.n1011 7) 
The portrai t , wh ich ~\d'> cu t down tc, bu ~t site sorne t •rne 1n the la tt' 19th ct'rt.ir i 

after the !ower port ion had been damaged is"°''' ill the hands of descer.da 1 ~t., 

A ~dndwr1 tte n note p asted on th,, bdck of th·· carh•as rt~dd'> ' 0 a111 ted br Ch .. rks 

W1 lsor. . s•c 1 Peale 1r1 17 70 T u he hu ng 1n the Roorn o f the C. ly Ddncing A. sst>mDI\ 

o f w hich he w a5 one td the O r1g111al Managers dnd cor t .nut·d to, many \ 1'dr'> 
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Charles Coleman Sellers 1n his catalogue of Pea le portraits gives the 

date fo r paint1 l' ~ the port1 a1t as "c. 1770" . In a subsequent book Sel lers 

e xplair.~ tha t Peale rnade many vis i ts to Philadelphia b~twee n 1769 and 1774, 

on any one o f which he may have painted Ingl is. Inglis died in 1775. 16 

If City Tavern was finished by the fall of 1773 then i t would seem 

both fitting and l i'<ely th at the Philadelph ia Dancing Assembly might decorate 

their new quarters w ith a fu ll length portrai t of this rnanager. 17 

Bac k of Inglis is painted ':ln archway, which w ith artist's license 

appears to have sunken pan-1e ls in i t s sof f1 t with rose ttes in their centers. 

a double arch i trave lining the arch, simple impost mold ings, and wha t looks 

ro be a top ra il of a piiaster As Pea:e did in other such grand portrai ts, 

he included some archiiectural feature more or less out of context. adorned 

wi th draped and flowinq curtains, and any other elements whrch could further 

add to thf' [Jresen·ation of the person and thei r in te re~ts . In most cases th ese 

features n.iated direc t ly to some aspec t of the subiect s life . 

I t is possible that Peale placed his subject 1n a welcoming posit ion 

at ei ther the entrance to t 'le ver y room in w hich the Dancing Assembly me t , or 

,n the en trance hall of the building. In descr ibing what must have been the 

en t rance ro the Long Room used by th e Assem bl y. '.he 1834 fire 1nsu ranee survey 

I Appencix E) ment ions ·· 1 pair fold ing doors, painted" , and the 1848 surve\' 

ment ions · aiding door wit h reeded pilaster A.rch1trdves" Ne1 her c·f these 

descr1 pt1or .~ '.;ec;iis lO reld te to cJ n drchwav . We thnefo re could supp ose that 

I 1gl1s was Sid'ld1ng before .he more usual arch1 tec cural mot if o f an archway n 

th" en ;rance hi.i l l o f City Tavern . 

l 6 p(r{rJ1:s dllcf M 1·uJr ,res fJ y Ch r'~s lVtflson Pt>J le Char les Coleman 

Sellers. A r~1er 1 cdn Philoso·1h•cc l Soc1etv. Pr, iladt.!lph1d , ~ 9 52. Ch-.: l t.'S ~~ ,//~ ; J 11 

Pr'iJI>' Ch.H ie~ Colt>rT' .dl Se IHS C. Scr1bnprs & S uns i\!ew Y o rk. 1969. µ. 32 

17Trat th.; D drl( l flCj A:;seni b ly ·NdS us•nq the (! l 'y' T dVPrn Lo n~ Roc.r·.~ \.\-hPn i l 

-.vas newly op .~· t:'d 1~ c1 tt es ted t 1 by 1101w other th an tht' buil der o f the - •uctun"'. 

Tt-omJ:;; Proct•X 11vhPn 1n c1ri ct r!·.1ert ·ser 'li:>n t fu r the sc1le ct C ity Ta11ern Proc:o r 

sJ 1d ·· 11 \';!)L:icl ~)c ust•less to sd·, m1 ·:r Ofl the spc1c1ou snEss of the JpJrt ren ts. 

d' thev .1r, well known tc. mo'il J't'rSOns uf ra1 k 1ri th 1-; citv T he danc•nq 

,o_,<,eni!JI •; r· d ·1'lt_; !h!t ~n hl'' :.l !h"r• ' s1nCt' t hr• f1•1i;h1 nq of !h t' huil r.J1 iqs 

THOMAS PROCTOR. St-:r>r;ff " l h t.• F n ' t:man'J J uurnJI u r r/Je N u r rh 11m t' n _Jn 

.1·Helliqe nc ,'r Ph il dd l: lph 1,:,, "Jo CCIV . March ··6 . 1785. 
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To summarize, then~ are no direct references to :;uch an archway , but 

there are three indirect rt"ferences: 1. the customary use of archways in 

entrance halls ; 2. thf' C ity T avern fire insurance surveys which mention the 

use of archways as of thE years 1834 and 1848; and 3. the use of an archway 

as the personally related ::>ackground of the C.W. Peale portrait of John Inglis. 

Manager of the Phi iadelp'lia Dancing Assembly, an early tenant of City Tavern . 

We f)ropose to plaet: an archway in the reconstruction entrance h all based 

on these points. 

b. The Long Room Architectural Features 
The Long Room was by design to be used for meetings, concerts, danc:ing, 

and banquets. Conrempc-ary descriptions of these functions estabLsn i ts general 

s1-ale. It was described as "the large Room in 2d story", 18 "a room that 

is quite long but narrow, ·19 "The Long Room,''20 and 1t w3s included 

in a descr1pt1on of the w :10le building which had "several large club rooms. 

two 0f which being thrown into one make a spacious rocin of near fifty feet in 

length . for public entenainments" .2 1 

The clear dimensions of the room, placed across the entire second 

floor front of the bw:di ng, were ~ .. 48' x :_ 21' (see Section VI! , drawing 

i'J f-iP IND 3339, sheet .1) a propor ti on which could well have appearerl long 

but r arrOV\ . 

Room wcis ci1rec t ly conn,!c ted tJ the stiM hall bv d central doorvvav. lanked by 

doorvvd /S ~o the rwo '"cl.;b r0oms · a t t ~1e redr of thr second floor The 

Ph1lddelph1a Dancing Aso.ernbiy used these beck rooms: " Those who do no t like 

to dance pi<iy cdrds on tcibles prepared fo r that purpose in near b y rooms.'· 22 

For ver y ldrge b<.in qu e ts )uch dS th e orw g1vt::n 111 1-·181 whe'l "The compdn y WdS 

l8pr., 1ade'Dh !d C0n ·r 1l•:..it10rhh1p L. vo s..: Surn·v No 17Ei7 9 . \Jo,. 2 1773 

App .. nd1x t 

l9 Tf>t:: Netv Oe· nn:'1<11 l 1n A111'3rt1'd TrJve 1s /Jy Fr.1;1n;: o De /,111J·:rlc111: rfle 

U11:tPd S t dft'S t 784 8) 1_:n1v o f 0 1• ldh<>ma Pr ess. 1963, ; .. 54 

20\r,m B h"t~c . L ;f' and Corrcspun"'l:'!IU~ uf Juseoh i11:ed P~1·!d 
l111dSdyd1ld8idk.sWn, 1~4 / VO l , p h5 

220··,1 11 M11 ,,. , · " 54 . L • , l• 1 J , , . • 
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very large, not less than three hundred,"23 the company no doL.bt spilled 

over into these rooms, yet remained a part of the whole through the doorways. 

The problem of how t-i architectural ly trim the Long Roorri has been difficult 

to resolve. The insurance surveys of 1834 and 1848 (see Apper.r_: ix E), despite 

the descript ion of encroachments of sub-divided rooms, inciude enough information 

to confirm that the Long Room had baseboards, surbase or chair ra Is. double 

architraves at the door;, single architraves at the windows, and inside shutters. 

The 1834 survey. as cited before, attributes " 1 pa ir folaing doors, 

painted" to the second floor . The center en~rance to the Long Roo m from the 

stairhal : must have been an opening large enough t o take fold ;ng doors (e ither 

origina ll y or as an addition) 

For heat ing pu rposes. we assume there were two f ireplaces in t 'le Long Roorn 

one at i ts north , or upper end, and one at the south t!nd . There were two windows 

at the ncrth . no w indow; at the south party wa ll , and five windows along the 

east front wal l. 

The d iff icu l ty in reconstruct ing th e architec ture of this roorn ar ises 

fro m further elabo rat ion ci ted n t he Contr ibu t •onsh :p 1nsura:xe survr: ·;s, read ing 

as fo l lows: 

1773 Loose Su rvey 

"The larqe Room in 2d Storv has two oed israls fl·Jt t'd oilasters anc 
fr amed 1~t,1bl1ture with frett Corn ish ·· . 

1 773 Book No. 1. p 54 

" The Larqe R:::ioni 1n 2d Storv ha5 2 Pl'dis tals fluted p1 1 as ter~ & 
' •drned !n tab l1 ture vvi th Corr1sh ·· 

1 78S ~oo:.e Survey 
"The Large Room 1n 2d Story has two fluteo p1 1c1s•ers 1v11h p· ... :i 1s1als 

a1 1d :-i tahl1ture across t e roon-- wi th 1 rt•tt Corn.c~ · " 

178~ Book No 1 o 119 

· The large rJom :n 2d Story has 2 '.'tit-;;J P1IJsti::rs w 1H1 ned·5;:e' 

cl'.' U in 1 dbl1tu•t· dcross the roor'l vv tn f re tt cornice". 

23John B g et"·.:es "ExtrJcb f•om Lertu books o f L 1eut"nJr' t Eno~ 
Reeves uf Pen P~1lvJn1,i Line'. Pen11\y-1 .. 1n .. 1 t1,1q,1<"1n1' of l-1 <:rnr ,- 8 B Ll<jr.J/J;'r 

'JU l . Xl,p.82 



Many o f the terms used in these surveys are f:asily definable: 

" luted pilasters" 

"pee! is ta Is" 

"lntabliture" 

"frett corn ice" 

· Engaged flat column shafts with continuou'\ 

vertical concave grooves. Although not 

listed, the pilasters would include bases 

and capita ls. 

· The support for the pilasters, including 
plinth, shaft or die, and cap or surbase. 

. An entabliture is the full order supported 
by th:? pilasters, including architrave, 
frieze ar.d cornice. 

· Of the three part s in a corn ice ( th1'! 

cymatium corona, and bed mouldings) , fre -.-rw ork 
is placed between the ovolo and c·1ma rev2:"a 
of the bed m ouldings. In Phil adelph ia frettwork 
can be in the form o f a "Wall of Troy " , or 
less elaborate cut out work . 

The terms in these surveys which ar~ diff icu!t to di ' '.t:rmine are: " and 
frarne?· ·, "l ntab ~ature across the roc m " 2.: 1d "two". 

It is very possibl e that the "framed " term is in referencE to a 

taberriacle frame placed above th8 f i rep lace open ing on one er two c 1mr.t'y breas t s. 

t:Junn 1ng B·-·r1ford, th e su rve yor. used the terr;i "trarne" in many 1nst .• nces w1 t r1 

ih1s rnean •ng - particular :v wheri descr ibing the extan t Powe l house ir1 1769 

... Chimney Brests tabernac le frarr>es .... " 24 and the John Penn 

house next door 1n 1770: " 2 fluted pilasters tabernaci~ fr am r 1an-:le 

Cornish &c . rJn Brest . 2S 

Th _, rerms · lnL:blaturP across tre roo:i1" certair·\ mean thar the 

fill! orde·ed en tablatur was carried across ·:he short 1ength of th Lon:J Room 

A ;.rh, i ne support of he en taiJiaturp wa> undouLtedlv "2 ped1sta s [ and ] 

flutt~d p1 las tP'S ,. And as both of the~ d •scr ip t ive phrases itrt· presen :~d 

with the terrT "t· .:imed .. wh:ch we bel .evt: s rela ted to d cnininev brt •dst . 

then !t woul:..1 he qu ite 1 . ~ ely hat the :!.Jt .:'d p.l:iste1 ~or pedestals we ·e placed 

d i the corner'.: r1: the ch1mnt y breast , f ,!r1t<1ng the t~<><;rnacle frdme end supµort1 ng 

The full entablatL.rL· which cont111ued across th t~ enc of the ruo:-i 

- ------· 
24 Pr' drlel ph i. 1 Co ritr bu t1onsh1p Surv.; \ 1 J.j2 ·~4 . Auy1ist 26 . I 7(;9 _ 
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This brings us to rationalizing a definit :on of Gunn ing Bedford 's use 

of the written "two" , and numeral "2" in referr ing to the pedistals an d 

pilasters. I f we take the "two", or "2", litera lly , then i t wou ld seem that 

onl y one end of the room would be so endowed. One wou ld then expect the 

oµposi te end to have had a special use and special trecl tmen t , inc:udmg an 

o rchestra structure , perhaps. 

There ar e several re ferences to the u 5e cind disposi tion of an orchestra 

in t he Long Room. For example, for the •::elebration of Ju ly 4 , 1778 , "at th e 

end of the Room opposite the upper T able, was erected an orchestra .. . .. 25 

Uµpe• in this sense means north , as opposed to the direc t ion in the 3ddress of ten 

given City T avern in the 18th century, "l\Jo. 86 Lower Second Street", ie. , 

below or south o f Market Street.2 7 The Hon . William Ellery who wrote the 

c-ib ""lve descript ion of the 4th of July celebration w;:is undoub tedly fami li ar with 

the Long Room, having been a member of the Cont inenta l Congress, rep resen t ing 

Rhode Island . during the years 1776 1781 . If an orchPstra had been a permanen t 

feritu;-e of the Long Room om: would not expect Elli·ry to use the t e1 m "was 

erected " , whi ch implies a terrporary structu re . 

On October i 8. 1786. concern ing a " City Concert" series, The Pennsylvania 

Journal advertised that " A new orchestra is erected and the grea test care will 

be t aken to make the room agreeable." Both of the above quotations sound as 

t nough the orchestra was a strCJcture which wa~ rem ovable, not a fixed archi tec tur al 

element Perhaps th is expla111s whv there was no specific descript ion of 1t by the 

f ire insu rance surveyor . 

It is conceivdble. t herefore. that the orchestra vvas no more than a 

sec t10ned. removable , one or two step pla tf orm. µlaceci at th e south end of th ~ 

room. tSee Section VII. lllustrCJt1on 21 . "Tt1e Wappiny Concer ") It \VOuld t;ave 

been large enough in 1778 to hold at least five to ten 1~en µ loy 1nq ··c1d11ne ts. 

Haut boys, h en ;h horns. V 1ol1ns. and Bass Viols . " 28 For 1he Cr t v 

Concer ts advertised 111 1 786, rhe o rcr.estrd p !a tfurm hdd 10 hold,, pi ano forte 

as well as str :ng and wood w inds 29 Aqa1n . thi s need fo r c0ns1derab!t' s11e 

/6Pen11svtvan1a /'vlaga/111e of l-l1 ~ro1 r & Bwyuohy. Vol . 1 1 " D .. irv 
of Hon . '.'Vill1a IT1 Ei!pry", p . 477 8 . 

27 rhe Pen11svlv.ir11a Packe t , :mrl D J:ly Aclvernser . Ph rl.:Hielph:c1, 

f(N 29 , 1790 

28op cit . W1ll1am Elier'>. u. 447 8 

29Till' Penns,·Jv:J/)/CI Ju111ndl J11d tin: lVecf.. \ Ai l v1·1 !1\e 1 P:1ii.1dt•lpl111. 

October 18, 1786 
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reinforces the supposition that the orchestra was not an architectural :;x tu re 

such as the galleries or balconies one so often sees ir. 18th and 19th cen .ury 

bal I room representations. 

How then did the Long Room appear when the portable orchestra was 

r~moved? 

Con ~ i dering the general acceptance of symmetry i!'l 18th century building::. 

it seems inconceivable that the north and south end walls of the Long Room wou'd 

differ. Practically speaking, a fireplace at each end would have been essential. 

We have therefore grapiii : ally reconstructed the Long Room with a pair of pilasters 

at each end of the roan , on the corners of the chimney breasts, flanking firep laces 

surmounted by tabernacle frames, and supoorting a frett cornice entablatu re which 

runs across each short end of the room, the frett corn ice itself continuing on 

the long waHs. 

c. Architectural Treatment of the Lessor Rooms 

A . '.: sole source of heat, a fireplace was an essential element in an 

18th century room. It was therefore the focal point for activity and visual 

emphasis. Structurali y, fireplaces were placed one above the other with thei r 

flues r:lustered within the r ising chimneys. 

The ar ti sts' renderings of City T avern show its chirnneys to have l •een 

against the no· th and sou th exterior or party walls . Within the building these 

ch imney breasts protruded into each room . r'\s was the custom in Delaware Val ley 

18th century structures, the resulting alcoves f lanking the chimney breasts of 

City Tavern were u t ilized for cl osets , or , 1n a few rooms on the north sid e o f 

the building, windows were placed at the sides of the f ireplaces (see Section VI 11 , 

drawing NHP IND 3339, sheet 4 ) 

Where there were close ts 1n Ci ty Tavern their appearance was described 

1n the 1773 and 1785 insurance surveys in the briefest terms : "fronts to 

Closet ts' \see A ppendix E). Gunning Bedford, the surveyor, 1n a su rvey for 

another build ing, used the terms "wainscott Fronts to C'"c:e ts " 30 The 

intent o f these descr1p t1 ons was most certainly to say the: the front wal 1s of 

the aicove closets were ma de up of wood paneling, as w<w~sco t t is the bu ilding 

term u~ed 111 referring to an area of wood paneling spanning from f l oor to ceiling. 

That the fr on ts of the close ts were descr ibed, and nothin g was said 1n 

the 1773 and 1785 surveys abou t th e chimney breasts the1T1selves. suggests a 

30contr 1but1011sh1p Surwy Bk no . 1, p. 128, A uy. 13, 1787. Andrew Doz 

House. 
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d1st111c ! dilfer!'nce 1n their treatment. Fire 111 surance companies were only 

;rite1ested 111 r-::pl acen~cnt value. so their ; urveyo1s were ma'llly conce rned with 

the extent of expensive flammable woodwork.. In fact, these same 18th century 

survrys said . with excep tion to t~w Long Room , tha r th e rooms were "all finishd 

µld1n". and the la tPr City T avern insurance surveys describe the fireplaces 

dS h;1v1ng 1n 1834 "plain 1.1an ties " and in 1848 "plain mantle" and "large 

rnouid1ngs round the fireplaces" (see Appendix E) . This suggests that perhaps 

there were large rectan~Ju lar oreas of plaster abovP. the fireplace openings, and 

t o thei r sides p laster areas reflec ting the uy passing masonry flues from the 

floor below. These plaster paneis would h ave been framed b'y w ood stiles w hich 

would n~ceive rails at th e levels of th 1' cornice chair ra ils and bases. 

Severai houses from this per iod introdu ce this use of plaster ar eas 

on c~1mnev b reas ts : the office or p<rntry of the Corbit House. 1773-4 , 1n Odessa. 

Delaware . the T homas Nevi ll House . 1770, 338 S. 4th Stree t . Philadelph ia; and 

the Todd Hcuse. 1 775 . ci t l n c:Jenendence Nat ional Historical Park. T hus, the 

fireplau.· \'1a lls \i ere µ aneled 1n both wood and plaster. <1S opposed to the other 

three walls of the 1 ooms w h ich were ch 1efiy i,:,1aster 

Despite the fac t that no mention ·s made of curn 1ces for the lessor 

1oo·ns 1n the insu;ance su rveys. th e ju nc ture o f the paneled fron ts of th e 

1 lo se!> and the pids ter ceil;qys o f C1ry T avern were undoubtediy covered bv 

sorne c,:Jr t o f C•)r•l1ce mou ld ings. Eigh teenth century bu ilder s used mouldings to 

( 0ver such tr ans1 1011 s frc•m or.,- ma tu1al to dno th er . In elabo rate structures 

h.-iv ' H.J f, , ' .. , p d' t:led f111•plctCt' v~alls w ith taberr> iclr frames . tl:e cornices usual ly 

1 lf'<;1<;'.1·d of c1 dowr> •nould:no. fa sc ia. so ff 1t dfld bed n1ould;ng . The rema . n1 n ~1 

1'111 '" Wdlh hc1d ..:i ccH1t111ua t10'1 f only tht' U0\\'1 moulding and fasc ia. 

1•1 t t 1 ·~ LdSt ._if Cit, T J'.'+-' r• 1 s 't>ss01 ronms. whl:re t he f11eplc1Cl' walls 

.rr·· :.111.pl1'1l'ti tr1•' tr .. n1sit1011 l ur111u' could \\ f: l l h dve [)1~r'il reduced 1r1 cor.1picx11v 

-, · ,_;11 1, 1'"- U•': · •11(1,,!cJ1•19 The 1es t ot the roorri. dt ht· 1uncture o f µlaster 

: . cJll~ 1v•tt1 pi.;-,'··• t.•:iirnq:. 1,1uh .. :tJ··1 did riot hdve ,my ro111•ct: di a1i. The 17 70 s 

Tt ,11"1d-, ~J.,;• 1i._,u:.t· ,d 338 S 4th Str ... 1: r . tids rnoms f1n1shed 1n th •s llldnner. 

-lh1· o t 11c" :•1r1' .J':>t:cJ 11, Cit, ldV•:rr.·.., r1•Uil''> 1cco rct 1nq tu the 18th cen tury 

·· :.dr,,r1u· ""'··-,>. cu11s1s tt'd 0 1 'Su 1h.is<;" 1ci1cJ1r 10 , ), 'Scert 1ng" 

,, 1 'us1un tJ 1 t, o ·:.unri tr ··1 \\c:S ,1lso to f,,1 th•_' ur, c i1cal need of h1d1n9 con 

·,t r1:ct111r1 1c11r 0 h .;r1d 111 1t1•: Cb: r; I chd" 1..:ils. ;o p1otec t P H: p lJ<;ter walls 

•rr•r" IJ1'11.q 1n ,, .. ,j 11,· tfw t__,r 's u f r h,11rs 

lt 11• (.,,t, Tdvt·r1 1834 ,ir1d 1848 surve.,Se \pu11cl 0'1 th t· Jl•')Vt' d t.:s1gndt10 11s 

., • (I 1•r . .i11(1 '>ti"' fr \'1t;1 rhd !h-' IJJ'>t·l10.1rch 1-.en· ''r1:uuh teo'' o r "plain " Jfl d 

'-'••:ti .. r 1t 11· ,-. · l'h'/S d ' H J ci or'·~ hdd "s1 11qw·· (1 1 "c!ouhlr· c1• chi tr.rvl'5". usu.ii Iv 
•,.ist.:d ur1 Iht: hwr 1rch, of tt.1· us•· of eJch 100111 



The Detail Scale Drawings in Section V 111 of this report indicate th e 

conformation o·f mouldings which may have been used in City T avern . These detai!s 

are derived in tvpe from the descriptions in the insurance surveys, and in form 

from extant mouldings found in comparable Delaware Valley 18th century buildings. 

The paint colors to be suggested for this reconstruct ion, both inter ior 

and ex terior, will havP. to be chosen from among the co lors we have found to hiive 

been used in buildings o t the same era in Ph iladelphia. 
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IV. RECOMM ENDATIONS 

A . Archeology 

The reconstruction drawings of City Tavern are derived almost exclusive ly 

from the documentary legacy left by insurance surveys, land surveys, p~!rsonal 

accounts and newspaper advertisements. Reconstruction can often obtain credence 

from a.-cheolog1cal evidence as well . City Tavern. however. was replaced in 1855 

by a bu 1 ldinq which was larger in are<J and greater in proportion. w i th deeper 

cellars. As a result, the 1855 building rather eff iciently removed the possib il ity 

of our finding any surviving City Tavern cellar walls . 

Drawing NHP-!ND 3339, sheet 10, in Section VIII. il lustrates th is point, 

but in add i t ion shows the rea l possibility of finding the ·1ery bottom brick 

courses o f Ci ty T avern's privy pit (or "vau lt " as it was called in the 18th 

century) , wa ter well, etc . In 1958. f0llow:ng the demo l ition o f the large 

Seamen's Inst i tute, which stood on the site of City Tavern and its yard, 

bulldoLers were used to clear rubble from the cellar level 1n preparation for 

recei ving :andscaping (see lllustrot1on 13). During t'11s process. Arch i tect 

Adrian Doe of Indepen dence National Historical Park observed and noted 

with d i;nens1ons a br1ck -l1ned pi t within what would have been the NW cella r 

room of Ci ty Tavern. The speed of the bulldoLer allowed only a CtJr sor / view 

of this fea ure before 1t was lost. 1-lowever. i ts exis tence gives test imony 

to the poss1bil1 ty u f f1nd1r1g portions of othe r su ch ut ili ty pits. Th,; above 

drav111nq 111c 1 des the evidence of the pit Nhich was found and also sh0ws a scaled 

corriµarat1ve depth overl<Jy of other excav .lted 18th century utility pi t s founcl 

1n Philaoeiph1d, illust ra t ing that such evidence may st :i l be for t hcom ing at 

the ·~1ty T av<·rn '>1 te . Such evi dence could and should be looked for during 

the excavd ondl poi t1on of the Ci ty T avern reconstr·iu1on con tract 

In cJdd 1t1or, sheet 10 of Sect1un V 111 Jlr ~ <:hows :he reldt1onsh1p o 1 Ci t 

Tavern to the r~ x·s t1 ng recons tru ct t>d 18th cen tury sidewalk areas and street 

utility lines I F - r the ex1s t 1119 cond1t1ons at the si te see dlso drawing 

r HP lf\JD 30448 . sheet 3t- of 6 , 5 8 '65. Development City Tavern grounds). Th eSt> 

Mf?as belO\ grcJde may 1n par t remain undisturbed from he 18th centu1y, cind 

should be Jrcheo log1cdlly tested 1n Jdv;;nce o f the contractual Stdgt: of 

the reconstr u r t1on At :e ... st on•: wou ld hope to find c:v1dence of City T averri's 

wciter cir ains le.-,d1 :1g 10 the Second Street sewer. whi ch was 1nst<Jlled c 1766. 

If the B ishop White House drJ111 to Dock Creek produced such cJ ldrge quantll'f 

uf sherds v h1cll were so rt:vealing of the Bishop's table se ttings, then J s1rrnlar 

f111 d at City Tavern would prove 1111mPnsely helpft;I to the pla11n111g of the 

C ity T aver:1 urn1sh :ngs 
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Portions o f the const ructirm funds should b1: set as;de for test excavat ions 

under the sidewdlks before site clearance begins, a'1d 'or observation and sa lvage 

during site clear::ince. 

B. Development Scope as it Effects Planning 

I f, as said in the Administrative Data Section of the 1962, INHP, Historic 

Struc ture Repon Part I on City Tavern: " It is recommended that City T avern 

be reconstructed and refurn ished . . [ with I the ultimate introduction of food 

and beverage services ." then it 1s now necessary to plan the development of 

City T avern so that the kind of toad and beverage used at the 18th century 

Cit y Tavern can be served in a way t hdt provides the greatest enjoyment of th e 

reconstructed bu ilding on the part of the visitor. 

The relationsh ip of k !tchens and serving stat ions to d in ing areas is 

very much dependent on thP. choice o f menus to be served. We recommend therefo re 

that a food and beverage l ist be a:;sembled from docu1.1entation of City Tavern 

(see Appendix D and Hl and similar Philadelphia 18th century hostelries. Thi s 

l ist should then be discussed with a restau rant consultant to determine a 

menu which is app ropriate and feasi ble, and to suggest poss;ble placement of 

k 1tchens aru servin~1 areas. 

Archi tects Cdn then be brought in to the plC1nn ing to implement these 

recommer 4 :J t1ons. 

In ant :cipa tio'l of these planning sessions the fo ilow1ng though ts are 

o ffered f.Jr considerat ion. 

City T avern was a large building, but 20th century Sdfe ty limi t ations 

imposed on i ts volume, reduce i ts avdilable public space to that of the cel lar . 

first f loor and second floor. In fac t , the secon ct f loor 1Nould no t be con sidered 

safe fo r public use unless a second stairway for egress is in troduced . It 

therefore seems sen sible to keep to an absolute minimum any in trusions of 

u t ilities on the limited amount of publ ic space ava il able 1n the reconstru c ti on . 

The following plans show th ree d iffe ren t general schemes for 1 ntroduc1ng 

P<Jdern u t ili ties into Ci 'ty Tavern, recogn izing of cou rse that these rilans were 

rnci de withn1 11 any o f the requisite consu ltat ions with a restauran t specialist 

1. Scheme A 
VJ,, recommend tro1 s scheme dS 1t provides a second ex it f rom th· second 

floo r o f City Tdwrn wh •ch would be bo th e:m emergency ex it and an exi t for 

une way guided tours. Th is scheme en11 1s1ons reconstruc t ing the 18th centu ry 

Ci ty Taverr dntH~x to house ,di the 'iervice func tions. and thus affects a complerc~ 
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separation of services from the visitor both within the buildings dnd on the 

grounds, reducing the danger o f fire, traffic hazards or unpleasant exper iences. 

This p lan reduces the need for dumbwaiters and pantries, etc , within City T avern 

itself ; thus the visi to~ has maximum use cf th e City Tavern reconstruct ion 

A reconstructed 18th century kitchen in the cellar would prov ide 

demonstrations not only for the adul t visitor who might use the facilities 

in t he basement , but also for school groups who would be invited bv appointment 

to eat their own lu nches in two of t he cellar rooms and then attend the cook ing 

demonstration - perhaps with an additionai reward of a taste of some 18th 

centu ry dish. 

Architecturally, this plan incli1ding the C i t y Tavern annex recreat t>s 

the h istoric plaza space in front of City T avern by contrdst1ng the :1or111ai 

Second Street bui lding line ot the annex with the recessed C ity T avern. 

2. Schemes B and C 
We have included these two schemes despite the f?.ct th ci t we do not 

feel that they would be in the best interest of the National Park. Service. 

Both these schemes involve cross -traf fic of service deliver 1es and tourists. 

they include only one stairway between the first and second floors. to be used 

by guided tou rs , restauran t visitors, waiters, and concert aud1 nces - both up 

an d down. T he service facilities 1n Scheme B and C encroach on the v,) luab le 

restored space of City T avern, and th is overlap proh ibi ts fire separation . 

Scheme C would not permit any in terpret ation of the City T avern kitchens. 

Scheme B cou!d include a restored ki tc hen, but 1t would not be dble to handlt:> 

schoo! groups with th ease -:ind end benefits o f Sd1emP A . 

Despi te rhE: obviou s additional cost o t Scheme A.. , we recornrnend 1t for 

its flex1bil 1t y, safet y, an d potential for vi sitor cn1oyrnen t. 

In men tioning cost , I would lil<.e to further recommend thJ t estim ates 

for the reconstruc tion of City T nvt:rr1 oe vorKed up with the aid of dn active 

Philadelphia area buil din~ con t rac tor o pro fessiondl est1mcitor . lhe fa bric 

of Ci:y T :ivern will be an unusual comb111J t1on. rangi ng from mill work . 1nc.ludmy 

carving and reproduc ti on hardw{Jre , to the most up to date food process:n~J equ1pnwrn 
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Appendi x A 

CHAIN OF TITLE TO THE CITY TAVERN PROPERTY 

Ex - Recor d Book I, 184 
IH l. liam Penn 

to 
J ohn C:ood son 

25 th day 4th mo . 1684 

A certain Lot of land lying and being in Phi ladelphia 
Contain i ng in b readth f i f ty one foot & in lengt h on lhe 
Nor th side of t he sd Lott from t he second stree t to the 
swamp Two hundred forty three foot & fr om the swamp to t he 
s econd street on t he south side o f t he sd Lott Twl i1undr ed 
and fift een foot bounded Nort hwar d with John Moons Lo tt 
Eas tward wit h t he ser.ond street fr om De laware Sou thward 
wi th John Persons Lott we stward wit h t he swamp . . . 

Rec. 14th 3rd mo. 1690 

Deed Bk . I - 4 , 302 - 304 
J o(m Goo dson - Chyrugeon 

t o 
Edwar d Shippe n-Merc hant 
t.. 550 

5 t h mo. [Juli} Jrd , 17 0 3 

That Lot t of Land Situate Lying anc being in t ~e 

s a i d C i t y o f Ph il a J E: 1 p h i a C on t a in i n g in b r ead t h 5 l fo o t 
and in len 6t h on the North s i de of t he Lott from t he 
Second Street t o t he Swamp 243 foot and from the Swamp 
to the Second Stree t on t he Sou t h side .)f said Lot t 21 5 
foot . Bounded ~-- by John ~loon E-- Secor.d St . S-- John 
Per sons W- -Swamp 

Rec . June 8, 176 

Deed Bk . I -4, 425 - 427 January 10 , 1760 
S.1muel Emlen , Me rchant-- executor of will o f 

Samu e l Powell ( gra:1dfa t her ) deceased 
to 

Samuel Powell-- ( g r a ndson, devisee in will) 
ll 000 i_for services) 

LBY Powell ' s will, after fee paid , the grantee was t o 
receive a s foll0ws~ 

A cer t ain lot of g round situate in the s a id City 
Containing in Front on Second Str eet 102'. nounded Eas t 



with same Street, Sout h with Walnut Street, West with 
Doc k Street, and North with an alle y le ad ing out of 
Second Street int o Dock s treet &ca. 

RP.c . July 25 , 1768 

Deed Bk. D-6, 107-110 
Samue l Powell--Esquire 

& Elizabeth, h/w 
to 

Thomas Proctor--Carpenter 

Apr. 29, 1771 

Cons : rent ($166-~p. milled & 9 pence) 
All that lot & piece of ground situate on the west 
side of Sec ond St~eet f rom the River Delaware ••• cont ain­
ing in breadth on said street 51 1 and in length 12 3 '. 
Bounded N. wa rd by lot now or late of John Moon, west­
wardly other ground of Samuel Powell at the d ist ance of 
123 ' f rom Secor)d street, Southward by othe r ground of 
Samuel Po"We ll arid e a stward with Second street. 

Wit hin 3 yrs . to bu ild & f inish on said lot a good 
br. i ck rnessuage , at le~st 17 1 f ront, 3 stories h i gh . 

Rec . Jan . 29, 1783 

Deed Bk . 1-1 3 , 141-142 
Thomas Proctor--Carpenter 

& Mary , h/w 
to 

t:Jward Shippen, 
George Clyme r 
Henry Hill 
Joseph Shippen , 
John Cadwa l ader 
John Wilc ocks 
Samue 1 He red it h 

Cons: 10 sh. 

Jr . ) 
) 
) 

Jr. ) -- Esquires 
) 
) 
) 

Aug. 22 , 177 2 

lot or piece o f ground situate on 
West side of Sec ond St. cont aining 
in f ront on said s treet 51' & in 
depth 110'. Bounded N--John Moon 
W-- gr d . of Thomas Proctor S - ~ gr d 

Subj . to yrly rental of $ 166-~ & 
9 pe nce . 

Rec. July 14 , 1774 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Freeman's Journal 
or North American 
Intelligencer, No.CCIV 
March 16, 1785 

Mar . 3 0 , 1785 

By virtue of a writ of Levari Facias to me directed, will be 
exposed to sale at the Coffee House, the corner of Front and Market­
streets, on Wednesday the 30th day of this month March , at six 
o'clock in the Evening . 

That Elegant Building known by the name of the CITY TAVERN, 
situate in Second-street, near Walnut Street: the House is fifty­
one feet front on Second street aforesaid, and in depth forty - six 
feet, and the Lot one hundred feet, bounded on the east by second 
street, on the south by ground late of Samuel Powell, esq. and on 
the north by a twelve feet alley. It would be useless to say much 
on the spaciousness of the apartments, as they are well known to 
most persons of rank in this .-:ity . The dancing assembly having 
been held there since the finishing of the buildings; the whole 
subject to ground rent of sixty-nine pounds six shillings an d 
Nine - pence per annum; to be sold by 

THOMAS PROCTER, Sheriff 

Deed Bk . D-13, 159 Apr. 12, l785 
Deed Poll Shff . Thomas Proctor 

t o vs . 
Samuel Powe 11 Edw. Shippen, Jr., et al 
1:.3000 

All Tha t lot or piece of gr ound , with the Capital 
Messuage or Tenement t hereon erected, Situate on the West. 
side of Serond Street , Con tain ing in bread th on said 
Street 51' & in lengt h or dep t h 100' . Bounded Nu rthward 
with lot of ground now or late of John Morr i s, \-1estward 
by g r ound of Thos. Proctor , whereof this is a part , South­
ward by 6 round of Samuel Powell, Eastward bv Second St. 

Ack. Apr . 15 , 1785 
Rec. :--tay 2 , 1785 

~ill 300K W, 569 - 570 Mar. 11, 1793 
Will of Samuel Powell 

To my wife, Elizabeth Powell, all my r eal & personal 
propert y except if sht has a child. 

Proven Nov . 11 , 1793 



Will Book 9 , 422 - 423 May 22 , l.819 
Wi 11 ~ E 1 i za be t h Powe 11 (Jan. 29 , 1830 ) 

To my n iece , Dor ot hy W. Franc i s, all t hat house and l u t 
of ground s i tua t e on t he West s i de of Second St r eet called the 
Ci ty Tave rn & t he hous e a nd lot there t o adj o in i ng being the 
est a t e r ent ed b y me t o : he Commi t tee of Mer chant s Also a 
house and lot on Wal nut Stree t be t ween Second a nd Third 
St ree ts i n the occ upancy of Gabr i el Co i t for he r na t ural life. 
On her dea th the pr opert y is to be sold by e xec ut ors : 
Wi 11 iam Wh ite , Edward Burd, Thomas Mayne Wil 1 ing , Edward Shippen 
Burd Pr oceeds t o go t o Ann Franc is, 2 /6; Wi 11 iam Franc is, 1 / 6; 
John Franc i s , 1/6; Mar y Page , 1/6; Thomas Franc i s, 1/6 ; all 
childr en of Dor o thy W. Francis. 

Proven Jan . 29, 1830 

Deed Bk . A. W. M.- 76, 128 - 134 J uly 31, 1848 
Ed~ard Shippen Burd -- sur viving execut or of Elizabe t h Powell Est ate 

t o 
Charles Lenning - - Chemist & Druggist 
$21 , 500 

(Two lots) Beg inning a t t he southwest c orne r of Delaware 
Sec ond St reet and of a certain 18' alley or street extending 
f rom said Second Street t o Doc k Str ee t called Bank Alley 
thence ex t g . west a r dly along t he Sout he r ly side of Sa id Bank 
a lle y 99'5 mor e or less t hence southwardly para llel with 
Second stree t 50 '7 more or less to the afor e said ot her ground 
formerly of Samue l Powell and now of \.Jm. ~la rshall eastwardl y 
by t he s aid Ma r sha ll's ground , by the ot her 6r ound formerly 
of the Said Samuel Powell a nd by t he aforesaid gr ound late o f 
Ma ~t hew Whi t ehead 34'7 t hence s t ill by t he said gr ound late 
of Matt hew Whitehead Sou t hward ly 7 1 thence eastwardly 3 ' 
t hen Southwardl y 16'9 thence ea5 twa rdly 6 ' thence Southwa rd l y 
3' 10" & thence eas tward ly 2 '10" t hence Sout hward l y 24' to t he 
Nor t hside of Walnut Stree t t hence eas tward ly along t he Nor t ~­

e rly side of Said \.Ja lnut Str ee t 11 ' 4" t henc e by afor e said 
messuage & lo t la te of Will iam Ki r kpatrick Northwardly 29' & 
thence eastwardl y 20 ' to t he we s t side of said Second Str eet 
and thence Northwardl y al ong the westerly side of Said Second 
Stree t 73 ' 8" more or less t o Said Bank Alley & p lace of be­
ginning. Wi th the tenements or messuage t hereon erected . 

Rec . Ju ly 31 , 1848 

1. 
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Deed Book JMH-917, 235-238 June 30 , 1920 
Penna. Co. for Ins. on Lives, etc.--adm. w/will of Charles Lennig 

to 
The Seamen' s Church Institute of Phila. 
$107,000 

' All those two Ce rtain lots or pieces of Grou nd w/the 
Buildings • •• thereon Si tuate •• • on t he Northwest Corner of 
Walnut and Second Streets Cont aining in front on the said 
Walnut Street 88 feet 7 inches ••• extg. i n length or depth 
Northward along the West side o f Second St. 102 f eet Co 
Moravian St . & c onta ining in breadth on the re ar e nd of the 
lot a long the said Moravian SL. 91 feet 5 inches ••• a nd the 
other thereo f Situate on the nort h side of the said WBlnu t 
St. at the 88 feet 7 inche~ West from tbe West side o f 
Second St. Containing in front on Walnut St. 18 f eet & 
extg . in length or de pth No rt hward of th a t widt h the 
Ea st line of the sa id Lot a long the premises above 
de sc ribed 51 f eet 8 inc he s . 

Re c . July 2, 19 20 

Deed Book Sept. 10 , 1956 
The Seame n' s Church I nstit ut e of Ph il ade lph i a 

to 
U n it e d St a t e s o f ,\ me r l c a 
Cons. $625 , 000 

All tha t ce r tain .•• pi ece of l and wi t he bld gs . & 
improveme nt s t here on e re cted , s it ua te i n the Fifth ~a rJ 

n f the Cit y of Phi l a •• . . de sc ribe d a s fol lows : t o wi t: 
Beg inning a t the po int formed by t he int e r sec t ion o i t he 
we st e r l v s id e o f Se " b n rl St . w It he Nor t he r l y s i d e o f ',.; 3 l -
nut St.; t hen ce ex t g . westw;:ird a l ong the said side of 
Wa l nut Street 180 . )l ' t o the Nort~e n s t e rl y s i de ot Doc k 
Stree t; the nce ex t ~ . Nc rthwest wa r dlv alon g the s~ i d si J e 
of Do c k Street 11 5 . 57 1 to a point on the Southerl y si de 
o f Mo r <1 vian St .; the•ice ex t g . :::a stwil r d ly a long t he sa i d 
,;i d e o f Sec o n ci S t • ·;[ 0 re s ;i i ..! ; t he n ,; e c .... t ~~ . S a u t i , · .. ·a ~ J J l o m: 
the s a i J si J P oi .J2l ond q . 102 ' to t l;e r irst i;.e nti o ncd 
poi. n t ,Jn d p L-1 c e o f b e )..; innin g . 

Be in>'. kn O\·I r .1 n d rn • '" b c n : J .1 s .' 0 1 : o .? .· l .,,. ,\ n • 1 t ~ t . 

,i nd :> 1 7 to '2 :> 7 DOL k . t • 
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Appendix I\ 

DEC LARA'!' ION OF Trti..1ST , CITY TAVER~~ 

'."'ebruary 9, 1776 

Pa rchmen t, Dt>claration uf Trust, C: it y Tave r n , Misc . ~S S . Coll ec tion, 
Am . Phil. Soc . 

WHEREAS ,Je the Subscribers he r e:-:o i1ave forme rl y su b scribed and paid 
the s e veral Sums of Money opposi t e to our r e spective Names for the 
bu~ lding a large and commodi.ous l'av rn in the Ci t y of Ph il adelph ia 
whh:;1 has been accordi n g ly built on a Lot <)f Gr ound Si tuate on the 
Wes t Side of Second Street n ea r ~alnu t Stree t; Subject t o a Ground 
Ren t of One hundred and S i x t y six :rnd an half Spanish milled Dolla rs 
and nine pence Penns y lvania Currency per Annum payable to Samuel 
Pcwell and h is He irs AND WHEREA5 th e Deed of Conveyance for t he sa id 
Lo t was made to Edwar d Shippen , Junr . , Geor ,,;e Clymer, Hen r y Hill , 
J o seph Shippen , Ju n i or, John Cadwa llad~ r, John Wilcocks, and Samuel 
Me r ed ith a~d t heir Heirs intend e d bu t not expressed to be in Trust 
for themselves and the other Subscr ibers t o the said Buildi.ng, which 
same Trustees have with our Co nsent mortgaged the Pre1 1isses unto the 
Honour.'.lble John Penn Esqui.re fo r the payment o f On e thousand Pounds 
which it w3s [Jund necessa r y t o borr ow for compleating t he said 
Building \OW We t he Subsc r Lbe r s havi n g been conven ed in order to fix 
upon some P lan of settling t he Estat e in and t o the said Hoi.;se and 
Lot as reea b le t o t h e o r igir.al In t enti o n of the Parties a nd of a5cer ­
tai n ing t h e manne r of c!i s p(·s 1ng o f the Profits of the s aid Buildin g 
and of s e ttlin g t i1e Terms o r1 wi i ich any of the Frofi ts o f t he said 
Rui ldin g and of sett i in g t h e Ter~s on which any of the Pr opr iet o rs 
!:> hall hav e a Ri g ht t o vote in suLh a Di s p o si t i o n and i n what cases 
Share s ma y be trans f er·red or f o rfeitect Do h e rby a p r ee and d irect 
That t h e sa id Tr u5 t ees shdl l wit h a l l c o nv e n i en t Spe e d exec ut e a 
p r o~e r DL cl ar~Li on of Trust, Se tti ng f o rt h that they h0 ld the Pr e ­
miss e s I;1 Trust f o r tt1ernsel'- •s a :1 d t l1e se,era! o ther Subscri b ers 
a nd t lwir Heirs and ,'ss~ ~,, ::, f o r eve r as Ten a nts in Commo n in Share s 
accorcJi.n6 t o t he Sur.is hy t i 1cr:1 r e s pe c ti vely s u t-> sc ri b rd an d pa ic 
al: vv1 i.ng a S u b scr~ bL•r uf Tu ·~n t v f 1 v~ Pounds t o b e i n t itl e d t o ,.:m e 
S'.1a:-e Sulijec t !l e\·e rt ht·'.l·SS t ~J ::1 e d ir t'C ti ons a n d :1r o vis1 ons r1e r e i n 
a f t e r m1..:n ti oned . 

·..; (· d o f u r t '1 c r a b r c e [ h d t il a t a n y t i me h e r e a t t ~ r i t sh d l 1 h e p r o -
pvs c d c o a li e nat e <Jr :,t> l l t ~10 said Hn use and Lo t , o r t o a ppl y t '.-t e 

s ;:i me l o a ny o th c r Pu r p vs f' than kee p in !:\ a T d ,. t.: r n t he same sh J l · no t 
t e d one hu t with Lhe C'o n c ur rcnct: o l at lcc1s t t h r cP fou rt ·1s c1f all 

" 



t he Proprietors , signi fied by their Consent in Writing under their Hands; 
But as t c all other Matt ers such as leasing the Premis ses, disposing any 
part of the Stock in Repairs, or any Regulati ons therof, appointment of 
a Treasurer and the li ke the same shall be de termined by a Majority o f 
the Subscr iber s met after due Notice . 

NO PROP!\ I ETOR howev e r gr ea t hi s Interest t o be intitled to more than Vote 
---AND to avo id as mu~h as possib l e the Inc onveniences which may arise 
from Shares being subd ~v ided into many small Par ts as well as from tl' ~ ir 

vest ing i n Women, Infant~ or Person s at a distance who may bP. incapable 
o f g iving their Vo t e s wher. the same ma y be necessary, It is further 
ag reed tha t no Propriet or be intitlcd to a Vo te unless he bt a Male of 
full Age own ing a whole Shar e i.n fee Simple. And t hat if a ny Proprietor 
be ing about t o remove out of the Province or for any other Reason shall 
incline t o di spose of h is Share in the said House a~d Lot he shall be 
at full Liberty t o dispose thereof Provided the deed o f Transfer be 
recorded in t he Office for recording Deeds for the Count y of Ph iladelphia 
and notice t hereof in Wr iting g iven t o the Treasurer of the Company with­
in Six Months a f ter t he Execution thereo f and not otherwise-- - -- Anc if 
any Proprietor shall r emove out of the Prov ince with design to oettle in 
any other place ab ove the distance of Two hundred Miles from the Ci t y 
o f Philade l ph i a wi thout hav ing made t;uch Disposition or without doing 
the same with i n one Year s afterwards all h is Shares and Title t o the 
said House and Lot shall devo lve upon the remaining Proprietors and the ir 
he irs equally t o be d ivided be tween them . 

AND i f any Propr ie t or by his last Will and Tes tament shall devise his 
Share t o mor e tha n one Person or t o a f emale or i f any Proprietor shall 
die intestate as t o hi s Sha re, t hen it s hal l and may be lawful for the 
Executors or Administr a t ors respectively of such Test a t or or intestate to 
sell and dispose c' hi s Share (b y deed r ecor ded as aforesaid) with in one 
Year af t er t he dea t h of such Testa t or or Intestat e and in default o f 
making such Desposition such Shar e to devolve on the rema i n i ng Propriet ors 
a nd t heir He irs equal l y and {f an y Perso~ shal l dev ise h is Share for a l ess 
Estate t han i n fee Simple such person shall be deeilled to d ie i nt e s tate and 
h i s Share lia~ie t o be so ld and forfeited as afor esaid . 

:r is f urth ~ r agr~ed That the Treasure r for the Time being shall receive 
che Rent arising f r om t he said House and d ~ t er paying the said Yearly 
Gr ound Rent Taxes and i nterests of the Money borrowed sha ll reserve the 
;(emainder o f the Rent in his hands towar:is a fund for making Repairs and 
?a ying off t he Principal Sum borrowed as aforesaid . And that in Order 
to increase t he said funds , wh eneve r there shall be a nett Sum in the 
hands of ~he Treasurer amounting t o One hundred Pounds the same sha ll be 
put out t o Inte rest on Account of t he Company But there shall be no 
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division of the Prof its nr any Parts thereof amon 5 the Proprietors 
until the said Incumbrance of One thousand Pounds \vith its full 
Interest be discharged. 

A:-ID it is Lurther a g r eed That if the said Principal Sum borrowed 
shall be cal led for and Payment required befor e the same can be 
discharged out of the Pr ofits of the House it shal l be in t he 
Po\.1er of the Trustees and the Survivors o f them to bor r ow and t o 
take upon Interest from other persons so much Money as may be nec­
essar y to discharge the said Mortgage and again from time to time 
t o mort gage t he Pr emisse s for securing the Payment ther~of . ----It 

is likewise agreed and directed that as often as the Nu~er of the 
Trustees shal l ty death be reduced to three the Surviv ing Trustees 
shall convey over the legal Estate to such other persons as the 
Majorit y of the Company met on prope r Notice shall t hink fit to 
appoin t---

In Witness whe r eof we have here unto set our hands a nd Seals the 
Ninth day of February in the Year of our Lor d one t housand Seven 
hundred and Sevent y Six: 

(Signed and Sea l ed) 

J oh n ~lixon 

Geo . Clyme r 
John Ca lwa 1 ::.de r 
Ar ch Mc Call 
J chn :Vlease 
J . ~ . \:e .:b itt 
l . .Jm . \.Je s t 
J a :1e s :--1(. as e 

B i a i r Mc C :i. e :i a ch a n C ) 
J a me s T i 1 g 1~ nan 
Tench Ti l ~h,nan 

Adam Kuhn 
J ar ed In ger s o ll 

Jame s Allen 
Jn o 1 Shee 
Sam ~ Mi f fli n 
Andw Ham i l t on 
J ohn Penn 
wil l Par- r 
Thos Cadwaladc r 

Da . Be veridge 
Edw . Sh ippen, jr 
Lamber t Cad•.:alader 
Andw Allen 
J _) seph Sh ip pen , j r 
\,' . Sh i ppen, j r 
Javid Franks 
J os !<. eed 
Ph i:iias Bond 
And r ew Caldwe ll 
Isaac Co x 
Henr y Hill 
Thomas Miff 1 i ~1 

J ohn Al l en 
J0 hn Wilc oc ks 
J ohn Gi b s on, j r 
Alexr ;,·i lc ock s 
J . Jno Mit che l l 
Thos Ba rc lay 
J onn Redma n 
Mat t h i:ls 
1"1 o s . ;-1 i 1 I i n g 

~ I 

John Lawrence 
J.W. Ross , Jr . 
Adw Caldwell 
Ph ilemen Di ck i ns on 
J o \,'hart on 
J oh ·' Dic k i ns on 
Re ynold Ke en 
Sam 1 Mere C:i t h 
Mat t hew ~1e 2 se 

Pe t e r \...' i k o ff 
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,\p pend ix C 

[Cadwaladf'r] Accor o[ Sundry Bills o f :-lateria1 s & 1,·o r b 1a 11 sh1p [o:­
g u i 1 d i. n g C i t y Ta v e r n . \ ' i z . 

pd James Br i nghur st ' s 
?d J ohn l3 i s tel's 
pd James Barn ' s 's 
pd Richard Trueman's 
pd We theril l & Cr esson ' s 
pd J ohr. Britt an ' s 

Thomas Procter' s 
pd George !.Jescot t ' s 

pd Al exande r Smith ' s 

pd Robert Erwin ' s 

pd i:Zobc r t Kee r' s 

Andrew Cribble ' s 
?~ Jo~n Co lstoner ' s 
pd Lud~ick Dra ll's 
do Do 

J.J: \(' S [,le:: 1 
S 

l~ risl Gp ~c r Cave ' s 
:·1.art i n J ug i ez ' s 
'.: i llia::i >'.art in ' s 
Oi:l\':J '.-lor .,_; .1 1. , CornY 

[17 7 2 - 1 7 7 '] 

:li.11 of Ironmon gery pd t.80 . 18 . l '. 
Bi 11 of Iron \·!ork 
;) i.11 of Painting 
!Hl l of Wi re-work &<: 
Bil 1 o f Boards &c 
ili 11 cf Boards &c 
Bi 11 of Carpentr y &<: 
Bi l 1 of Copper &c 

B~H-fep { s i.c} 
3 i 11 o [, ~ !an g i ng Bells & c 

ili 11 of ;-id t, ' Car rd o ut f> d 40 I no t 
60 _I [carpen t ry] 

!3 i 11 o f Duffie l d 
[1 0 written ov er 

bi 1 1 of f. lanK in MSs.] [c ooper] 
!3 i 11 of Ly•ne 
n i 11 of Shee t Iro:1 

D0 o f o0 f or 
0'.' e :-i ' , ~~r at e s 

:l ill ,)f :.o rkma nship 
a lter i n_; Chir.meys 

t he 

9] 

pd 
pd 
pd 
pd 
pd 
pd 
pd 
pd 

pd 

pd 

Ci 11 ;:if [!...,umpmaker] s up posC'd U I . 5 . J 
Lil l of Can· ing 
·ill l'iJ 11ols tcr 

[Con t i.1u.Jt i. o-. J 

- \ 

t.2 5 j . - - . - -

76 . 13. 3 
16 3 . 7. 9 

14 .--. - -
36 .1 0 .- -
9 . -- - -

9 63 .1 7 . 1() 
13. 5 . 3 

27 . 9 . - -

3 ~~ .--.--

:o. --.--

1.1.? . h 
3 . J.J .- ­
::'. . l . 9 

1 - . 9 . 10 

:. 19 . to 

) . l ~ . 6 
~ l . l 9 . (' 

3 .--. 10 



[Cont inuat ion-Cadwa l ade r "Accot of Sundry Bills of Materi a 1 & Workmanship 
For Building City T3vern ••• ''J 

175.--
100 --

9. --
1.12. 6 
3.10.--
2.16.9 

14. 9.10 
5 .19. 6 

12.- -
5 .12. 6 

329 .14. 1 
155. 3 . 8 
484. 1 7 . 9 
93. 14 . 3 

578 . 12. --

103.--
51. 6 
34 . 4 

1878 f o 

9 8 .10 
• 11 

9.9 . 9 

Supposed amt of Bil ls 
l~ yea r s/ground rent 

0 1 · s ·ug 96 l 

977.. 
0 ::l 
Qt-· 

2.a__ 
U8 
(96 

Ci ty T.:ive rn, r.cne r ~ l J:ih:i Ca dwa Li !e r Se ..: t i :>n , r: ;:; J•.,•., L,J0 r P :1p~· r s , 

Hi s torica l S::ic i e t y of Pennsylvrn i ~ . 

A photo copy ot the maj or portion of this account can be seen in 
Colonial Grandeur in Philadelphia, The House and Furniture of 
General John Cadwalader, by Nicho las B. Wainwright,(The Hist orica l 
Soc iety of Pennsylvania, Philadel phia, 1964, p . 59. 
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Document a tion o f Un i de nti f ie d T r adesmen in the 1772 - 1773 
" ,;ccot o f Sun d r y Bills of Ma t e rials & Wo rkr.wnsh i p for Buil<ling 
r itv Tave rn '.1 i :- ••• II 

Robe rt Srw in is list ed in Prime , Directo r y of Cr af tsme n b y Na me , 
I'\JHP L i b rar y : 

~r~i n, Rohert house carpenter 4 Che rr y Alle y 1798 

And r e w Cr i bb l e is listed in the Ta~ Rec ords of Phila de lphia 
CREEBLE ,'\ND){·).·! 

Tax 7.4 . 0 Mi dd l e Wa r <l 
Ta~ 7 . ~ . 0 Midd le Wa r d 

1769 
1774 

Chr is tophe r Cave is list ed a s folloHs : 
" The Tr u st ee s of t he St: <l te - llouse , Dr . 
By cash p 3 i d Chri s tophe r C<l v e , in full 
fo r Irorw ork o f two Pumps, placed Front 
o f the St a te - House , pe r Or~e r o f the Assemb ly , 

--------b 5 6 0 
Pc; . Arch i ves , ( Se r . 8 ) 1.'ol. \' III, ~ · 7007 , Se pt. 27 , 1 77 ~) , 

:-\obe rt Kee r ha s n'.)t yet bee n i dentifie d . Howeve r, Duff i eld t:i <lv 

r efer t.:> :::(:w::ir d :J11f f ie l :l Lhe c l oc k :rnd \.J.1tchri ake r. 
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Append i x D 

CITY TAVERN N i.J.]SPAP ER ,\ DVr:RTISEM;::NTS: 
Leas i ng 1: it y T .Jv e r n to Ma nagers , Adve rti s ing for Busine ss , 

Ma n a ge rs' Sa l es of Cit y Ta v e rn Fu rni sh i ngs. 

TO R :·. L c,TT , 
1 LARG E c ommodi ou s ne w HOUS r~ , in Sec ond - s treet, near Wa lnut ­

stree t , in the c it y of Phihde lph i a , intended to be kept a s a gen­
t ee l t 2v e rn, i t c ont a ins seve r a l l a q te c l ub r ooms , t wo of whic h 
be i n g t}Hown i n t o ( n ' m:~ ke ,, s p ac i ous room of nea r f i f t y fe e t i n 
1. en;',tti, : or pc blic c: nt c rt a i n:-ent: The re a r e likew i se sever a l cor. ­
;no d i0u s lod t_'.,i ng r oom s , for t he dccomoc!J t ion of str:mge r s , t wo L:i r ;;e 
k it cher:s , -i nd evP r y o l h <~ r c o:1ve nie n ( y f or Lhe purpo s e . Whoe ver 
i 'lc iinc s t o t u kc t he l1) uc;e , t :iey kne>i,.' t he pe r s ons to b e tr e a t ed with, 
'.)y .. pp l yinL :o lfl ' G!! J .. \ ~'.r~S, ~ :: t he Lo nd on r of~ee -house, who v ill for -
· .. ; rel a n y p rop os.:o l s :1w dc• <: C> t.:l:e Proprie Lor s h;· pe rs0ns a t a d i st a nce . 
fhc P<> :rnsy lv 1n i q .Tour n a l, <!OC the wee kl y ,\ c;v e rt i se r, Ph i l adelph i a , 
; \ ,1 r. -3T~IT-. -- ·- -- ----- - -

j t. t t ) :-:i. 

•..'. : l l L " f 

r. ! ~ , i 5 · e <:= n f) i \ i 1 t , c.J t 

" 4 \.. .. ) 
~ i.c u , t_ e in 0 ·1t.' o~ t 'i..; pri n-i p .-i l 

t ~. t"' 1.)' : l1 • - -

..;!- L . t e .,~ pt}n:..e , ~'\y -- nt~r.~:~ r ot ~entl e:--,en , 

,;n ,i ,-· lc: ~. '-' n t str11ctu r e )f it s Ki nJ i n 

.". • .c:: r i : .. : ~l--.e !;..on t i 5 : i i c:-· - 0rl~ fe t1 t '":nC : 'Jrty - s i x fee t i n ce pt li ; 
the P ropri ,' to r s .\ 5 

· \'t· :; ilt l ' i ,; c.i\,•r:' ·.,i ~' ,::J·_: t ;ny '.' iC \.1 .__,:? r ot it, b •.:t ':le r e l y fo r 
t1 1,· "nvvni<·nc e .. r.,: 1. re .: i. t ::J~ t ::e , it y , t he- tc ~~·.s -~ 1 1, 'Jf c on-
·' ' 

1
Lc· :1Ct' , '. J C' · iOt: i.:• ' S Y() t~<e t encnt : T:-.e c·Xtc?f1Sl\'t:.' !1cSS Of t \.2 unde r-

r .,k i::,;, i. r1 c; p~'ri.nr-.:ndin1; soc ;pit .: l " r: :; vc rn .:i s t h i s i s p rop o se d t o 
, , r .:·.·;t:i rv .:)r-(· '" t ·)ck [.i vtJ r c h.i n -1 , . 1:i • .. :el l dS ,\tc ,1 ,· t i ve, 'Jbl i c.; i nh 
,. P" i l i1'.; pc' r .;on ~~o 11.: .1 ii.fil.' •: , i t is L .1,; i ne .: , '.·: ill L- i n c' it 

',i - i:1: <re s t t ' , 11,~ 1 ·,t· in it . ·T ! c h .JuSl' i :~ •w _i r l y : i r: i slw .J , .:1d :"'3Y 

"' · - :~ lLn· ·1in l 1 Lhe "" i r '> ~ o:· ~t· pt t- · ·1be r . ~·or fur t 11e r p .· rt i..:u Lr ~ 
·pp l \· t ::> !r[ ' I." .1 ":-1 ·: , ··.',\L. ·.:· , .J t ~rw L'J n d on 'ol"f l:e - House . 

,..ht• [0 l!"F:sv l v1:~i, ,lJ11 rr1d , ,1"1 1 th\' \'Pek l y .\dvcrtise r, !li il :d~> l ph i...i , 
~.-17 i:. -rr:-· l / ~ ~ ~--- - - --- --



CITY TAVE~N , Phil3delphi a 

DANIEL SMITH, begs le ave to inform the PUBLIC, that the Gentlemen Proprietors 
o f the CITY TAV ERN have been pleased to a pprove of him as a proper person 
to keep said tavern in consequence of which he has confpletely furnished 
it , and, a t a very great expe nse /sic/ has l a id in every artic le of t he 
f irst quali t y perfectly in the style of a Londo n Tavern: And in or der the 
be tter to acc omodat e strangers, he has fi tted up seve~a l elega nt bedrooms 
det ached from noise , and as priva te a s in a lodg ing house. The best livery 
stab l es are quite convenie nt to the house . He has also fitte d up a genteel 
Coffee Room we ll attende d and properly supplied with English and American 
pa pers and ma gD zines . 

He ho pes his attention a nd willingness to ob li ge, together with the goodness 
of his wine and l a rder, will give the public ent ire satis fac tion , and prove 
h i rr not unwor thy ct t he encoura ge ment he ha s a lread y exper i enced . 

~he City Tavern in Phi l adelphia wa s erected a t a gr ea t e xpense by a 
volu~y sub scription of the princ i pa l ge ntlerae n of t he c it y fo r t he c on­
·:enience of the public , a nd i s b y much t he l a r ges t a nd most e l E!~ a nt h ousE:! 
oc c u pie~ in that wa y in America . 
Dun l ap ' s Pennsylvania Packet, or t he Genera l \dvertise r, Ph ilade l [)hiA , 
Feb . f l , 177 .!. , Ma r. 21 , 1774 

Ph i l ade lph i a , ~e ce~be r 10 , 1 7; -

·:o be SOL D by pub lic VENDr E, on Fr i Jqy next , t he t \,•e lfth i:1st.rnt, a t 
<1i:1<? o ' c l ock , all t h:i t l a r ge and e l e:;ant a s sor tment o f !-lOt:SZHOLD and 
KIH'!EN furnitur e , in the CI TY TA'/ER..."l , among '..Jh i ch t• r e feathe r beJs, '.1eJd in,; 
10Jki ng 6l a sses , nahogany a nd walnu t d ini ng t ab l es, c J r d t ab l es , bu r eau 
t ~b les , de sk s , chai r s, Windsor cha irs, window a nd bed curt a ins , pic t u res, 
table linen , co rpets, gl ass, ch ina and ea rt hen ware, a ne a t Asso rt me nt of 
?l 1te, and irons, shovels , a nd t ongs , open s toves , wit h Sund r y ::>ther 2rti c l es 
too t ed iou s t o mention, 
\ . B. The ca sh t o be pa i d a t the ti~e of sa l e . 
T11e Pe nnsy l van i a eve ning Pos t , Ph ilade lph i a , Thu r s ., De c . 11, 177 

The CI TY TA V i~~"l 

To be let 2nJ entered ~ p o n the 1st of May . 
i·or le r ms e1: qu ire of Mr • .J:\l-·ll'"S ALL ~:N in 
~J lnu~ Stree t 0bove Thi r d- s treet 
."hL P en~sy l v " id Le dge r: or t he pl1il ade lp h:i..a Ma rkPt - Day ,\~ Vl' rti ser , Phila1 :t> l:-- '.1 i. • . 
,pri l ~9 , 17 - 8 ~ ~-
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CI TY ~\ V~RN. On Mo nrla y nex t th i s well s itu a ted a nd c ommod ious 
hou~e, in Sec ond s tree t, will oe ope ne d for t he r ece p t ion and ent e r­
t<J i nrne nt of comp a ny , in l 3 r ge or sma ll partie s . The s ub sc ribe r 
h,i ving bee n pe r s u ade d s u J den l y to unde rt a ke the <Jcc ommoc.la tion of 
tr ,c: v e lle rs a nd othe r ge ntle men , who ma y f a vor nim wit h the ir cus tom, 
can onl y pr om i se t he u t ~o s t indust r y a nd exertio n s to render h l s h ouse 
a g r ee;:ih l e, hoping that t he obstruc ti ons to fr e e commerce, a n c; the 
l At e pec uli a r c irc umst a nc e s 0f this city, will e xc ite f a vor ab le 
~ llowa n c e s in t he minds of h is c u s tomers f or a ny un a vo i dable d i f i c i enc i es 
which !na y ;i pp ea r in the 0<1rly r e ri od of t h is h i s e n de a vou r to se rve 
the pub lic . 
,\uhus t 10. \,lfFO RD DA LL EY. 

The~~~nsy lv <J ni a Ev e nin g Po s t , P h il acle lp h i :J , Tuesday , .\ u g . 4 , 1778 

TO B !~ L i·:T , 
CI TY TA l/E '.U'~ , i:1 

Sec ond St r eet , Ph il .:ide lp h ic1; it s s itu ::i ti on .1 nc~ conven i e nce 2 r e so 
;cne r ::i l l y known , be ing a we ll accu5 t orned house , n s not to need a 
tks c r ip t io n . ·:11e owne r s will be sa ti sfied \• it h a r;io cie r .'.1 t e rent, bu r. 
,.; i sh t o h;iv1.. the bes t qu ,-i li f le J ter,a n t th ,1t c :in be '.; =>t. ;\ pp l i a t i o ns 
h'ill be rc c<' i verl by ;.:.-i \1J r ,J ::; h ippen , Henr~' Hill , '.)r j '.) hn Wile '.):< , a t 
.Jny ti c:e he [o r e the 10th of :-tc; r ch nex t, a '.1 <1 the t e nan t m.1 y ente r the 
l I t: h '.J f _:, p ri l • 
Fehn; ,1ry f. . 

~·h o:_ _In ,~e_pc:1de11 t -~~ett t.:e r, PhilJ~e l p hi..; , ::t:, 1 , feb . S , 1783 , p • . {, co l. " 
J~ r a n fo r 3 i s s ues - wice wC'ekl ,· 

"! 1 01 .sc:101 .~ Furniture r·0 r Sal <' 
TO ?:. -) 0 L f1 , 

.-\ t t:H: " i.. tv - t iver n or> t hu r sday t he J . t l1 i nst ~n t . l-·y Pu b li c ·\ u :· tion, 
1 t r.ine '.) 1 c l :J .· k i :·1 t•1e -10 r n in/., s ·1nJrv Housho l ci ;:i n cl Kit che n Fur:1it u r e ; 
, ) n s i. s t i n.>', Cl [ ·~, i h 1 e s , : · h <' i r s • Be J c.; . rn d 8 e d s t e a t! r- , ci v a r i e t y 0 i T « a 8 n d 
Tit' l e .~ ; 1 i 1H , TL'-~ !i p '.)'.)ns , ;; 1 a~; se_, .ind l'u c ri nt r s , 'lese r t <J nd J elly Gl a s ses 
:nd ,· l a:s p v r -. r~ i Js , ,,;: e~:ce l l en t l ,>r ge J ac k c omplea t , a nu f'1b er of ,\nd ­
Ir:,ns , ~~ 1 ov .:.· l s :in~ toih~~ . Kn ive s :rnd 1-':J r ks , Kt' ttle s , C'" nrlles tic k s , 
P t wt ~ r , P0 t s ~c , &c . 

T\a· l'P nnsy lv .in i ' P 1c ke t , :>r 
J·-1l y T - , 17P1;-p.-f; oL-- 1~ 

Ju 1 y l ·• 
L h·~ Ge! er .;l :', d v rt ise r , Phil Hi e l~ h i.1 , 



CITY TA VERN , 
Ph iladelphia , August 22 , 178 5 . 

EDWARD MOYS TON 

Takes this method of r eturning his since re thanks to those Ladies 
and Gent l eme n who h ave been please d to honor his house witn their custorr. , 
J nJ hopes for a continuance of the ir favours, a nd Lhe Public in ~enera l. 
Having provided himself with Cooks of experience, in bot h the French and 
Eng lish t as t e , he flatte rs himself that he will be ab le to bive satisfact ion 
to those who please to use his house; and ca re fu l a ttendance shal l never 
he wa nting to render the ir a ccommodation a~reeab le . Lad ies .. md Gentlemen 
Trave l ers ca n be c ommodiously lodged a t the t avern, a nd the ir horses and 
c3rriages taken great c a re of at the Llvery-stahle ~ ba~ k of sa id Tavern . 
He h as l a i d in a supply of Liquors of the best qua lit y :--And propose s, on 
the 3 0th day of Septembe r next, to Open a COFF '.::E- HOUSE, w,1e r e sir.g le Gentlemen 
or Companies may depend on being served and attended i~ the best wanner. 
:le n lso intends to t a ke in a ll the D::iily a nd .Jeekly P a per s , f or the Perusa l 

of his Cus tome r s . 
The Pe nnsylvan i a Packe t, a nd Da ily Adve rtise r, Philadelphi~, Aug . 27 , 1785 , 
o . 3 , c . 3 . - ~oyston had in the same news !) ;i per ·1dvertised that he woul:l be 
o pen "the first day of May" /A;nil 19, 178S/ . He a pp a r entl y ·i1e t wit h some 

de l ay. 

City-Taver n a nJ Coffee - House 
Phil a del phia , June 1~ , 1786 

EdmunJ M0ys t on, 
TA\( ES this me thud of r e turning his s i nce r e thanks to those l ad ies an cl 

gentlemen who have b ec:n pleased to honor llis house \.Jltr. tht:!ir custom , an cl 
hopes fo r a continuance of their favors and the pub lic in gene r a l. Havin g 
provided cooks o f experience in the French and Eng lish taste, he flatters 
r. imRelf that he will be ab l e to g ive satisfaction to those who ple ase to 
u se his house. He proposes to ope n a n o~dinary, on Monday the 19th inst ant , 
f or ge ntlemen a t 3s 9 each ; d inner to be on the tab l e precisel y at 2 o ' clock . 
Ca r e f u l at t e n dar.ce sh3 ll not be want i ng to rende r the ir ac c omm::idations 
1gree ab le. L ad i es ,.rnr: -:;e ntleme n tr avellers c a n be c ommod i ou sly lodged a t 
t~e t avern, a nd their hor se s a nd .: .irr i a3es taken c a r e o f in the livery st a::, l es 
bac k of the t avern , Gent le~e n who choose to boa r d a nd lodge b y the week, 
will b e a c c ommo l:Jt :d .:i s c "nvc nic ntly and c>1e .; p a s in J ny priv a ~e lod g ing 
:10us<:! in the c ity . He h ::is 1.J i d ir. a supp l y o f li quo rs o f the ve ry best 
r uJ lity ; .1 nJ a lso int e nd s to t'dkt' in <1 ll t~e JJ ily and week l y newspaper s, 
or t 1 ...: pe r us1 l o i' h i s c. ..ist::i.11<.:' rs . 

:,; . :i . I ce 1~rc,n11s o f v.iriJu ::; kinJs to L'<' 'I.id J t t he above t avern e\'o.:> r y 

1)' . 

-:-:1L' 1' ~ nn~ :,::: l v1n L1 P .1...: k c t i ;•nd ');1 il;· ;~ . . VL'_r_~i s <' _!:" , Pl; ilH\ ' lp !1 i. • , Ju ne i .:. , 1 "~6 , 

.'- ' ~ :- 1 . 1 . 
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TO B ~~ L.::TT 
(\nd ;::ay be \:!nlf' r ed u p ·:>n t '.1e Fr h o f Oc c:i i1e r next ) 

Tll E C: ITY - ·t',\ ':'ERN 

,\n y p c ~· c;on prope rly qu a li f ie ~! t o condt~ct it, r•Jy know the t e r ... s by 
.1 ppl y inr, to SA"flH1.. Pow .:.i 

The Pe r. nsy l vanL1 Packet , a m! Da ily Advertise r , Phil ade lphia , Jul y 31, 
1736 , p . l., c ol. 3 
/ Hhe tlie r t h i s <id verti seme nt wc:s plCJced ;i s a [ orma lit :: at the end 
o f -1 l e 1se term, or c u e to ·Jissat i sf1cti'.rn '" itli the se r v ice r e n ­
d~ red by .::<lwa r d ·io yst".>n is not c l cc1 r. .:d v.::i r d ;-1oyst on, a s shown 
::iy s 11b sequent ud ve rtise.,,e nts c ontim.ed to b.:: the Kee pe r o f Cit y 
TD ve r n . / 

~ it y-T ave r n ~ Coffec - H".>us e 
C:DWA W }IOYSTO 

Pr ilade lphia , Oct. 9 , 178 7 

T \~ ~S t h i s ~~ thod of r e turn i ng h i s s ince r e t h a nks to t h ose Ladies 
J nc; Ge01t l e 1en wh o '.-liJ'Je b e en plea s ed to ho no r h i s h ".>use ...rit h their 
c t:s tor.: , .in::! h :::ipes fo r i1 C'.)nti nu :i nct: '..>( t he ir Livor s , and t he publ i c 
in ::;ene r a l. H«· ving pr ::> vi dec! h i~sel f 1.Jith C0()ks of ex pe rience , 
bo t h i n t he Fr enc h d nd >: ng li sh t_1ste , he f l a tt e rs himse l f , t 1ia t he 
1..· ill be <J l. l e to £ ive sa ti sfac t i o:i to those wf10 please to '!Se h i s 
!10use ; a nc c ci r efu l <1 tt f' nd2nce s h r1 ll ne ve r be wa ntin g , t o rende r their 
.: c comod.1 ti on a g r Peab l e . L .1 d i cs a nd Ge nt leme n tr ;:i v e ller s u in 
he c omr:-. :::id t()usly l oJ ge d .; t the t ,., ve rn, a s he hatf-. f itte d up chambe rs 
ir: ,: mo r e conve ni e nt :- <H''.1e r th a n c :-iey have here t ofore be en , or at 
t h e house acjo inin g t he reto , l"h i c h he ha th L i ken .ind fu r n i shed i n 
n nea t ~anne r , fo r t h~ r ~ ce ption of su c h l a d i es J nd ~ent lemen a s 
~ou ld ch ose t c be mo r e r e tired t h ~ n t hey c an ~ e i n the t a vern.- ­
llo rse s anc ca rri <Jges sh :ill be t aken t he g r ea t e s t ~ cir e of a t h i s 
s t .:ible s ; back of the t a ve rn, d nd e ver y exert ion u sed by h i m to 
r e nde r e ve r y thin g i n h i s way c omple a t-- He h a s l a i d in a f r esh 
su pply of l i qu ors o f the ve r y f irs t qu a lit y. 

E. MOYSTON 
The Pennsy l v<J nia Pa c ket , and CA•ly Ad ve rtise r, Phi l a de lp h i a , Oc tobe r 10 , 
1787 , p . 3 , c o l. 



The 
i1e re !rnnt J Cof fe e -Hot' se , 
A ~ d P l ace o [ Exc h~ n ~e , 

C'pe ned ~ nd estab li s hed i •y th e s ubfc ription o !.' Me r chJnts , Ci:.i p t ci ins o[ 
Vesse l s , :1 n (1 other r.~ ntlc:i1en a t the CI TY - T.i\./ZRN , in Se c ond s tree t. 

The two ~rant Room s af the ho11 sc: a r e s pecU1lly ;:i ppropriated to t hese pur ­

poses . 

Ci-l/l.01Gr, HOURS , from L' t::> 2 " t Noon , n ncl 6 to 8 in the Ev e r.in r, . 

';.'he (P:'.1;.J inde r o f th i s sp ac L n.1c; a n d ele ga nt Bu il ,.Jing is tot r. lly 
~nc onnected wit h t he ~Eoreme ~t{0Ped approp ri ~ tion ; ;:i nd cont inues to 
be occupied a s D TA VE:U nnd HOTEL- - Where Ge ntlemen a nd t he ir f;im i l i es 
arc ~ cco~oda t e ~ , a s usu a l, with t he ~o st s u pe rior Li quors , a t re as ona~ le 

r;1 t es , anc ,\ r tL: l e f ::n t he Table is se rve d u p ·.; ith ele 0 a r ce , i.n eit her 
t he J'rench or the :~n g li.sli s tile . 

c m<MODI US ST.\BL '~S :!r e f i tted u p <ll
1 j :> in i n g the Prem i ses , where !l;.nses 

r.: <' Y s t <Jnd a t L ivei:-y , a n r:l '::1e we l l r- 2ken c a r 0 of. 
The 1J:~:J l e kep t h~' f:DWARD >10VSTON , '.Jho . .; it h pec c li <" r ple ·i su:r·e t <1 kes 

t r' i s opp::nt 11;; i'.:y t:J re t u r n h i s ci r t: ce~ u l Th ar.k s to t h ose Gentl er;e:; 1..; r• :J 
'. ,vore d !·1L : :1e r e to f::>re ,·i t h t !1e ir :: omn::'nds -- .'-. C t i~ e :;31:1..: time he be z s 
? e r :-.. i ss i:in to s0 lirit t 11eir L 1t u r e P 1tro :'1a ;:;e ; t.::i r.1e rit whi.c'.: not '1 in ;:; 
,;:-i .. 0 11 :Jc- ·.-:; nci. 1·. c :i .i : i :, in h i s p J1,·c r t :J ': 0:-1: ,i n d . 

P" il .1,·-..: l p i1i a , J:inuc. r ~, 12 , l ' 'l 9 . 

Th..: Pc n n s :,· l ·1<: ni. , P :'c- ket: <:n d Dc il:,; \ c!vc rtise i:, P h iL .l e lp hi:i , Fri C::Jy , J 2n :-ic , 
~ 7 ~ 0 , p . l , , '.) l • " ; I sec i i s o ·- , .< e · r- · ..... it 1·. s J :c e t e x c , " Pr: i l ,, .: c i p h i < , 

·, ·1;:;~<s t 13 , l~ '.1') , Printc,J jy 1)cnL•p ;• nc C' l<: yp :J c l e '', :1'. s i [ neJ :>r1 r e v e r se 
r ~ : ~ J y -· ': J ~ l ~ 3 9 l ' , ~ · J:: i e t .; · ' 1 i s c • ...: ~ l 1 :_~ c ~ i ) r ·. , '"' J :-. 0 i..: , ?1 ·_: ~- i : . t:· s ~ 

; ., l · , i , 1 • i ~- ~ o r i : 1 ; .., , ~ c r J~ :' e .in~;:: lv n i , . I 
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r:1;:: ~ ~')("!!ANT ' :~ .'OFf l:E -- Hors:.:: \'.'l !J 

PL\ c..: 0;. (;X '~ IL·\: :c:; E 

Ls t .1 ~> lishecl by t l.e s~1bs ,·r iptio:1 o : :(·~·l· · 1-n ts , -;1r t: .1i :1s 
o1 " es::e> l s , .i n..l o t 'JL• r Cc nt1 er:Pn , . i t t ile 1 .• I TY f. \ \'S.(N , ~o . 30. ::; . ,ec on d -
s trec t - - '.·l ill :.ie continued or. it s prese1.t plan, '.Jy 'J)\.J,\RO MOY:;To. : , 

· .. :Ho prese nt s h is most -~r a t efo l u-::kno1~le rl,~me::its to 
:" 11 t h0s e '+ o now, or hcret"J(o r e h .i ve L1vo1..: r ed hiri with the ir : omm ci nd s- ­
he assure:; them, it h ,1 s b een e ver h is earnes t ende a vor, to c onduct 
! i mself in h is bus iness with p r oprie t y , and to merit th e ir a pproba tion. 

The degree of s a tisfaction he has g iven, he hopes is 
such , as ma y s ~ill ent i t l e h i m to the ir p a trona ge and su pport - - u nder 
this i mpress ion, he in th i s pub lic manne r, sol i cits them . 

He will take care to have the Cof fee - House r e ,qu l arly 
suppl ie~, not only ~ith all t he Per i odic a l Pu b lica tions of this City, 
h ut a lso with the principal Pa pers published t h rou ghou t t he Unit ed 
St a te s , a nd the most interesting of t hose fro;n :::U rope, fxc . If a ny 
t hing sh ou l d ye t be wanting to the c omple te a nd ele ga nt accommoda tions 
of his cus tome rs, he \~ill be 1ruch obl i ged to any Gentlemen who will 
point it out , ;:ind it sha ll be i rruned i a tely procured. 

Exc lusive o f the Coffee - House , he c ont inues to kee p 
a TAVER1'~ a nd !10Tc:L, whe re sentlemen a'.'ld t he ir f ar.1 ilies ma y be 
2~ c0!11~od a t ed with Boa rdin g and Lodg ing , a s usual -- Pub li c Dinne rs 
can be furnished at 2 short not i. c e , and se rve d u p in a sti le, i f not 
superior , 3 t least equa l , to any in the Unite d S t a t~ 5 of Americ a. 
PrivatE· Dinners a ny day , or every d2y , for members of Con gr es s, or 
parties of private Ge ntlemen, will be set on t ht table at a ny hour.-­
The ele g3 nce with which s uch or de rs sha ll be execu t ed , t he excellence 
o f the provisions , and the superio r qual ities of the li qu or s , it i s 
hop2d, wi ll not ~ a il of gratif y in g every se ns e , an~ g ive ing c omplete 
satisfaction . 

N. b. Excellent ~ell y a nd Sou p may be had at any 
hour , when requ ired . 

St ab l es a r c- fitted 01: t ;idjoin ing the prerr>isf' ; , where 
Gentlemen's horses will he taken ca r e ot. 

1r*'*Bou nd Books of Puhlic Papers for some yea rs hc1ck , 
may be seen at the ba r. 
!)ec . 26 , 1 793 

T e p h i 1 a J c:- 1 p h i cJ r. ,4 ;: L· '.. t .-_. . , n d C- n i. v c r ~; i1 
'.>-:- -- , col.-:--,, -. -

I) 

· .1 i 1 ...,. . · .. l: \' t"' rt i ~ , r 
r!... - - -- ' 

j ., 1 



Samue 1 Ri c ha r dc t 

:. ::.pc: ·.Lfu ll ;' informs t ht- Ge ntleme n, Me rch:;nts &c . that lie h as tl, is 
,' n y 0pe ae c t'1e 

CI TY TA VF.:RN AND MERCHANTS ' 
COFF EE- HOUSE 

In t he City of Philadelph i a 

::"1:e Subs c ription Room will b e fu r n ishe d wi t h a ll t he da ily papers pub ­
li shed in Ph ilade lph i a , New- Yo rk , Boston, Ba ltimore , &c. toget he r \· ':. ~ · , 

t h ;)se ::if the Principa l c omme r c i a::. c i t ies o f Eu rope. They will lw re gular l y 
l' iler'. a nd none permi tted to be t a ken ;JW.Jy on J ny ;icc ount. 

T~2 , Co - fee , ~ cups , J e llies , I ce r rea~s, and a v a riet y of ~renrh 

liqu ors , to1:,e t he r wit 11 t he usua l r e fr e s lrne nts, \v i.1 1 a t a ll tires '1c p rJ ­
~u red J t the ')i r . 

l,c: nt l eme n m.Jy de pend ;)n l.Je inr. acc o:'.1::ida ted wit h t he choices t \' i nes , 
·, p irit:Jus Li quo rs , ,i nd :: :1e t ., s t .1p proved ;-1a lt Li qu::i rs , f r or;; t!1e L::indon 
::. :1c Jtlier b re"·e ries . 

1: 1e Li r ..:e r "·i ll be su pplie d wil i1 tile pri r:le a nJ e.Jr liest pr '.'1duc t i oil :.; 
:;_ the se ~' son . L :1 r ; ~e ::nJ s:-:-,a ll p a rtie s , :i:· s i n t~ l e b'"ntlc.: r.iE n , :-3y he 
<'~~O'.".' :J·L 1 t e 1 ! wi t h Br e z; kf3st , ') i nne r , :Jr ~ ·L :p p c·r , O' t h ::iurs most : ;)il\'en i. e!H 
tJ the:-:<.e lves . \ c olJ c :l ll a t i::> :-1 i s r q ;0 1 :rl y ke pt C::i r (',L'::cle~en ' ~ c '.):t ­

vc:ticnc y . 

:"he ~ \i ll C).1. L,l r• ... '.) t::> :,e ~dri il t the !1;1 r . 
The L0 d:~ i :1 . ' ·\0011 s h' i ll ' 'e c mp l etely :u rni ~he : , ar.J t be i..:t · J:.;t 

t: c- !1 ti Jn p :3i J to c l e ' nl i ness .::nd every ·.) t : ier r e'iu i s it e 

~A;-.tc_l... RI C' !:\Rf·.,T will be ha P? Y to re c e ive ;:i nd e:,ecu te c J~. ir.i:'.1 ~1 s o : 
li is ~rienJs a nd the pc~, lie ., t l o r ;e --"it i-i c: r .; tit cJE f~lr t he ii· . w:> r s , 
; c ;ih1 C: i~<'S ':1i:.s<' 1 - t h.-i t n::ithin g :rn h is p a rt sr~ ;i l ~ E' h" :1 ntir~ r\ C:J pr- •serve 
t 1 u t p ..; t r o:: i g l' , i. t 11 \,· h i c h he h J s !1 e c n s o d i st i nc t 1 y h on'.) re . : • 
1\ pr i l 19 . 

,.\u r o r .1 , Gene r J l ,.\:lv<.:r tiser, Phi l a ce l phL1, "'.a r . !. , i:-97 ; ;1 l sc :::-.: vertis'-·d 
in ,~ 1 <1ypoole s .\ r:<cri< i :: !!:1 il y . .\dve r tise r, ''0 y :r) , l-06 . 
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NOT lCl~o SAMC rJ... RI CIIARDET respe:ctfu ll y i nforms the Merch a nts , 
Tr<1ders , &c . of Ph iL:ide lph i a tha t none bu t Subs c r ibe r s, Ca p t Ai ns of 
vesse l s , a nd no n Res i dents , c<i n he a l lowerl to pu t u p _f\d ve r t i serrients 
or Bi ll s in the C:xc ha n ge r o om, o r or. t he f r o nt o f the llouse - -- Nor 
can a n y others be <11lo• . .Jed the u s e of t he Room a nd Nei.Js p ::i pe r , the 
cu r r e n t expences of \.Jhich amount to u pw<J r d s of b SOO . 
ri t y Ta ve r n, Ju ne 23 , 1797 . 

r loy poole 's .\rner i can D.1ily Advertiser, r:1 i L1 rle lp h i a , June 
p . :' , co 1 • L, 

'JOTICI: 

., ' 
-~ ~ ' 

S.\:n· .i R I 1~ ~\ RDI:-=- , i_n f orn- s the r, .~ '1 tl erne n Subs c ribe rs , tl" t t 1~c 

i-:'{:' !li\ '.\CE is opened fo r t he ir r ece p· ion ; 1nd t h.e ( !.TY T:\ "SR."l , 

17G7 , 

fo r '~e :-itl t:"en ,rnJ T r ., ··n llers- - L 1 s t C:: ;>ring .:idde d in 1d c1 iti ci n o f . .. _,,. l ve 
?.Pd ~ '. : 1:-1rers t::> t'1c c; i J0 Q\! il ,_l in g , w)1 i ch 1".',1kc~ it pe r fe · t l;· co:1ve r. i ent. 
n '.)ve ~1iH r Ci 

; :·,J :> 11il.i·: c1 p:· i 1 l.!i J :; ·. ·,_.,_.r~i '-<' r , 
-------- - -----.-- ---·------ - -



November 13, 

To be Let, 
AND POSS ESSION GIVEN 

ON THE 14t h APRIL NEXT, /1799/ 
THE CITY TAVERN~ 

Now in the possession of Samuel Richardet. 
Apply at this Office. 

Gazette of the United St a tes, and Philadelphia Da ily Advertiser, Phila ­
de lphia , Nov. 13, 1798. 

Cit y Tavern 
The public a re r e spect fu lly infonned tha t 

THE CITY TA VERN 
And Merchnnts' plac e o f exchange 

is now ke pt by the subscriber, where gentlemen and f am ilies are 
accom::ida te d with boRrd a nd lod c ing by the day or wee k. 

Dinne rs f or l a r ge or sma ll c ompa nies , provide d at the shorte s t noti ce ; 
private parties , c lubs , arb itra tions, furn ished with rooms, &c . upon 
the most r easonab l e te r n s . Gent l eme n who se families reside i n tte c ountry 
du ring the su~. e r season, a r e i nfor med t ha t an o r d ina ry (Tab l e d 'hote) 
is ke pt eve r y da y prec i sely at 3 o ' c lock . 

JAMES KI TCHEN 
Ki tchen take s this opportunity of ret urning his most gr a te fu l t hanks to 
the Me r cha nts, underwrite r s a nd othe r gent l emen of this c it y , wh o ha ve 
s o liber <i lly subs c ribe cl far the su pp ort of t he Excha nge , fo r t he prese nt 
ye;i r, ~nd e o rne stl; s 0 l icits their pa t r onage 2nd cus t om to the Tavern . 

May 20 
1.. l aypoole ' s Amer i c ;i n Da il ;. ,\dve rt ise r, Ph il ade lph i a , May ': 1

, 1799 , p . 2 , 
c ol. 3. 

TO l3 !: LST 
The build ing f::> n ner l y oc -:upie d a s the Me r chants ' Co ff ee !!::>u se, i n 

'.~ Pc ::in d Stree t. It ~•a s r e centl y ~1 e e n f i tt ed u p , and is i.Je ll su ite d for 
., 1:ote l ; i •".:-1ed i a te possess i:rn c.:i n b e de live r ed , co r pa rti c u l a r s a pp l y 

J . w. F'P.'''C I S 
•,: .J r nc r o : · . .J <il t:ut '.l nd S\1 0nwick s :: r ~et 

P0u l son ' s . \·11.~ ri c;,• n ~)a il y ,\ dvertise r , Ph il .,"e l;> hL; , Oct . 1 7 , 1SJ !1 ; .\ d s till 
ru r-t nin ;.; on '.i< c . 'XO , lq3 ' . --- --

9t; 
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Appe ndix E 

CITY TAVERN FI RE INSU RANCE SU RVEYS: 
1773, 178 5 , 1834 - 38, 1848 . 

PHILA DELPHI A CONTRIBUTIONS HIP INSURANCE SU RVEY OF 1 77 3 

[i.oose Survey, No . 1767 to 1769] 
[on the baclV J ames Allen fot' the New Tave rn, Nov. 2 , 1773 

9MH~-8y {sic) 
Surve y? Novem: 2d 177 3 - The La r ge New hou se (\at the Re ques t of 

]Ame s Al e n [this last line i s written in di fferent hancV Situate 
on the we s t Side of Second Street a lit t le above walnutt Street 

SO feet fr ont 46 feet deep 3 Storys high 14 & 9 inc h wa lls-
4 Rooms in f irst, 3 Rooms in Second , a nd S Rooms in Jd Story a ll 
finish~ pl a in wi th Sur b a ss & Sce rting , 8~~ fronts to Closetts and 
a r cha trives to windows - the l a r ge Room in 2d Story has two pedistals 
flu t ed pilaste r s and f r ameQ int abl iture with f r e tt Cornish 3 Stor ys 
of open N2we l St a irs Ramp1 & Bracketed Scerting half Rail and open 
pi l a sters up the wall of 2 St or ys - pla ster~ pertitions Che i f l y wa lls­
Ga rot pl a st e r~ - a pedime nt in fron t modilion Cornish at e aves -
Stra i ?,ht Joint floors i n mo st of the Rooms - G l~ss 12 by 9 - a 
piaza 28 hy 11 fee t a pa a r c h unde r it with Ramp. Rails & ba li s te rs­
and Sta irs down to the kit c hen the whole pa i nted and New A Tavern 

Cung Bed fo r d 

[ 11 . e l ow i n a d iffe rent h,inq] 

Ko . 
176; . 
l768 
1 7 69 

b 1 50 0 an the who le 

f hc ~a rc h ?1r t t o the Bri ck ~ a ll h iOO 
t he S ~ut h pa rt to t he Bi r ck ~a ll ~ 00 

t t1e pa rt be t ween t be two Bric k \,: ll s \ 

wit h t he who l e o f ti 'e Pi a zzd - -
I 

J 



PHILA DSLPHIA CONT RIBUTIONS HIP INSll P.A NI"'. E :;u x.v ::,~{ OF 17 7 3 

/ So::>k No . 1, 54 / 

Su rv~y~ No vemr 2d 1 773 - a t t he Reques t o f J ~Ges \ l e n Esq~ a La r~e ~ew 
h ::iu s0 ~itu ., te o n the wes t S ide of 2d StrcPt ;:i litt l e ,1 bove ·-1a l nu t 
St r c e t. 

50 fe e t ~ront LG f ee t qe ep 3 Storys hi r, li l t. & 9 i nch wa ll s - 4 
Rooms in f irs t 3 S.ooms in 2" & 5 R::> ~ .. 1s in Jd ~ t o r y n ll .- inish g 
pl : i :-i wlt !1 '.:'ce rting ~~u ::i>2 ss [ ront s t.J Closr t c. ,.ind ,\rch o t r ive s to 
'.: indo\,is - t he La r ge Rci o rr. in 2d St ory ha s 2 pedi s t n l s Cl u t ed pil dst e r s 
<. f r . rne ~ --Int :1b li ture wit h Cornish - 3 Stcir ys o ." ope n Newe l St n ir s 
?,3mp ~1 

&. 'J3 r ;:ic keted ?.c e rt ing ha lt ~ei il & o pe n pil oster s up the 1.,all o f 
7 Storys -plas terd pe rtitions Ch i e f l y Brick wa lls--Gnrot pl a ster~-- J 
pe d t ment i n f ront modilion Cornish a t Eaves -- Stra i ght Joint floor s in 
~os t o [ t he ~ooms --Gl a ss 12 by 9-- a piaz a Bac k 28 by 11 f e e t a poa r ch 
unde r it wit h Ro' p~ Ra ils & B<i listers - a nd St a irs do..,m to t he ki tchen 
the whole p a int e1--A Ta v e rn 

Cu r.~ Be d for d 

h 1 500 on t he whole 
The North p ;:i rt t o t he Bric k wa ll 
The Sout h part t o t he Bric k wa ll 
The pRrt be twe2 n t he t~o Bric k wa ll s ) 

1vi.t h the who l e of the pi aza &c ) 
th r ee pol i c i es 

b 500) 
) 00) 
) 00) 

"30/pr r t 
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PHILADELPHIA CONTRIBUTION SHIP INSURANCE SURVEY OF 1785 
[Loose Survey] 

Resurvay9 2<l May 1785 --
The City Tavern Situate on the west Side o f Second Street a 

few doors from walnutt Street and belonging to Sam! Powel Esq\ 50 
feet front 46 feet deep 3 Storys high l~ & 9 inch walls - 4 Rooms 
in first 3 Rooms in Second & S Rooms in 3d Story a ll finish9 plai n 
with Surbass Scerti~g fronts to Closetts and a r chatrives to windows­
The Large Room in 2 Story has two fluted pilasters with pedista ls 
and i ntabliture ac ross tha Room with frett Cornice Three Storys 
of open Newel Stairs Ramp . & Bracketed - Scert & hal f Rail and 
open pilasters up the wall of two Storys - plaster~ pertisions 
Chiefly walls - Garot plaster~ a pediment in f ront Modillion 
eaves - Strait Joint floors in most of the Rooms - Glass 12 bv d . 
9 - a piaza, 2 8~ b y 11 feet and poarch under it i nclose . wit h 
Rai ls & Balisters 

The whole painted inside and out ab out 12 years old - hl 500 on t he 
whole 

No. 

Gun. g Bedford 

17 67. the Nort h pa rt to t he Brick Wa ll 
1768 . the South part to t he Brick Wa ll 
1769 . the pa rt between the two Bric k l 

' 
:E: soo}' 
h 500 

wa ll s with the Pi azza & Stair • 
Case - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - } 5 00 

bl 500 a t 47/6--

[The p o rtion under 1769 . wh i ch s ays : "& --- St a ir Case 
"is \.Jr itten i n the s ame hand bu t wit h a d i ffe r e n t pen , 

i e . added l a t er.] 

Lon bac k} 
No . 1767. 1768 . 1769 -
, , p 1 , r sam t owe t.sq . 

M3y 2d 178 5 

q9 



PHILADELPHIA CONTRIBUTIONSHIP INSURANC E SURVEY OF 1 78 5 

[ Book No . 1, p. 119] 

Survey'd May 2d, 1785 --
The Cit y Tave rn Situate on the Wes t Si de of 

Sec ond Street a few doors f rom Wa lnut Street and be longing to 
Samuel Powell Esqr--

50 ft. f ront 46 f t . Deep J Storys high 14 & 9 inch wa lls 
4 rooms in fi rst, J Rooms in Second and 5 Rooms i n Third Storys, a ll 
fi nished pla in with Su rbas Scerting f ronts to Closse tt s and Arc hat rives 
to Windows, the l a r ge room in 2d Story ha s 2 f l ut ed Pilasters with 
ped istle s a nd Int ab liture across the room wit h f rett c ornice , Three 
Stor ys of open Newell St a irs Rampd & Brakett ed- Sce r t & ha l f - Raile and 
open pi l asters up the Wal l of t wo Storys, plastered Pertisions 
Chiefely Wa lls, Ga rret plas tered--A pedimont in front, Modili on Eaves , 
St r ait Joint Floors in most o f t he Rooms, Gl a ss 12 by 9--A piazza 28 bv 
11 f t , and poa r ch unde r it Inc losed with rails & Ba listers-The whole 
pa inted i ns i de a nd out-About 12 Yea rs Old-

1:11 500 in 
No. 1767 

1768 
1769 

the Whn1e- -
the No r th part to the Br i c k Wall 
the South pa rt to the Br i ck Wall -
the pa rt between the two Br ick " 
walls, with t he Piazza and St ai re \ 
Case ----------------------------- ) 

l ('0 

Guni Bed ford 
-- +~ . 

tiSOO 
500 

500 

1:>1 500 (3 ~7/6 
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PHILAD t.l...PHIA '.::ONTRIBUTIONSHIP IN '...;U RANCE RC:Sl'RVEYS 
OF NO. 176 7 

1814 a nd 18 L'i 

I have Resurveyed a House ca lled the ol d c off ee-house [ r ity T -> vern}, 
be longing to Dorot hy W. Fra ncis Situate on the South we st corner o f 
Sec ond Street & Ba nk Stree t- - North o f & near Walnut Street. --Be i ng 
Fifty feet f ront 46 fee t de e p--three Storie s hi gh . North ~ing J3 feet 
on Bank Street b y 17 fee t dee p.-- South wi ng 1 2 - ~ fee t by ~J fe et--
One Story above the ba sement.- - 18 a gin. wa lls.--The l rwer Story of 
the mai n bui l d ing i s d ivided in two rooms & passage - f lo~r of 5/4 in 
yellow pine --b a se & subbase [both words either underlir.ed or st ric ken 
out in penc il] a round t he r ooms , & b ase onl y in the pa s sage a l a r ge 
a rch in eac h room & one in t he pas sage with reede d pil asLers & p ~nnel' d 
soff it- - dble a r chitraves to the windowes & moul d i ngs to the dovYS 
Gl a ss in front--1 2 by 17in 3 [changed in pencU to 5] pair fold in ~ 
sa sh doors £'front" inserted in penc i l]-- a 11 with inside shut ters- -
Gl ass bac k & side 9 by 12in--out side shutters .--The 2d Stor y in ti 
r ooms & passage -- floor 5/I;'T yellow pine - -plain base r ou nd & Subbase 
in two rooms , db le a r chit r aves to doors & single t o windows - front & 

b ac k--& Single Moulding to 5 Samll rooms ,--Glass 9 by 12" inside 
shutters f ro nt & ~utside do back--two p l a in Man t les & 1 pair fo l d in ~ 

doors , pa inted . --The 3d Story in 7 rooms & passage, floor of com" 
yel l ow pine,- -pla in ba se round & subbase in two rooms , rib!:. 
a r ch itraves to door s of bac k rooms-- Sing le do, to the windows--& 
single Moulrli ngs to t he doors o f f ront rooms .-- ~ b r eas t c losets--
Glass 9 by i 2in __ inside shu tt e r s f ront & ba:k-- J pla in Mant les.--
The Ga r ret in 5 rooms & pa ssa ge f loor of inch ye ll ow pine--pl a i n 
base round, & pl as tered . f i ve pla in dormer windows &. trap Joo:· in 
the r oof- - Brick eave fro nt & back, tin Gu tters & pipes,--The ba se-
ment is div i ded in t wo r ooms & Ce l l a r, fl oor s ot com 0 wh ite p ine , 
p l a i n base r ound -- single Moul d i ngs & inside shutters to the windows .- ­
The St a ir s le ad fro~ t he passage to the Ga rret ,--o pen newel & strin~­

turn ' d b a n isters -- t he f ir st s t o r y has ~a hogdny r a il - - the re~ainJe r 
l ~r ge pa inte d r a il- - & pl Ai n ~ rackets, & h3lf r a il u p t he wall . The 
Nort h win g is in one room, f l oor of c l ean yellow pi ne , pl ain ~ase , 

singl e mou l gs plain Ma nt l e & b r east c l ose t s -- Glass 9 bv 12i n :::iu tside 
shutte rs.- - bas e rne nt in two r ooms ··-finish ' d plain . --
The South win g i s in t wo rooms -- floor partl y ye llo·~· & p<!rtly ·.,1 h ite 
pine , pla in ba se round, s ing le mou l d~s Gl ass in foldin g doors, in 
lieu of wi ndowe s - -1 1 by lSin Kit c he nin t he b.:isemen t - - f inish' j very 
p lidn .-- pl a in caves to both\dngs--tin gutte r s & pipes.--

Jlt h Mo 2rrli 1834 
I nsu r e d b y Poli c y No. 17 6 7 

John r . !'.:v ans 
{in diffe r e nt h ;1 nds :) 

for D W Fr ,rnc is 
T \.: Fr ;:inc i s 

l . ., t 



/on reverse s i de:/ 

I have Re su rveye d the within premises--An Add it ion havir. g been made to 
the North wing--viz --now raised to three Storie s h i gh & e xt e nded to the 
west over a n a lley--Being now 45 feet on ba nk St. the 2d Story in one room­
floor o f com" white pine, rou gh &ing le Mouldings--Glass 3 by lOin outside 
shutters.--The 3d Story in one room--floor of comn rough wt pine, Glass 
8 by 16in both rooms, pl a stered.- - ~ platform projec ting on-the South Si de 
about five feet--floor, rough & plain post & r a ils--outside.--p l ain f ac i a 
under the eave & plain cornice on bank St.-shed roof - covered with 7inc .-­
tin pipe.--11 mo 24 1838 

No. 17 6 7 
Dorothy W. Fra nc is 
Resurve y 

John C. Eva ns 
[in different hand:] 

fo r D W Fr a ncis 
T W Fra nc is 

PHILA DELPHIA CONTRIBUTIONSHIP I NSURANCE SURVEY NO. 745 6 
2 3 August 18 8 

I ha ve Surveyed a brick Building known a s t he ol d Coffee house, belonging 
to Cha rles Lennig situate on the west side of Second Street, & south c orne r 
o f Bank Street, North o f & near Wa lnut Street. The ma in house be ing 50 
feet f ront 46 feet deep, North wing 17 feet b y 45 feet: both t h ree storie s 
hi gh South wing 12-\ feet b y 33 feet, one story high . 14 & 9 i n wal ls.--TMe 
lowe r Story of t he ma in house is in one room the f loor of 5/4 ir yellow 
pine, moulde d ba se round, doub le architraves to t he windows--t hree Ar ch ' d 
doorways, f i.nis'i' d with S in~le Architraves, & pannele d soffits, five pa ir 
of f olding s as h doors on 2n Street, Gl ass 12 by 17 ; inside s hu t te rs, 
Cl as s back & on a lley , 9 by 12in outsi~ e shutters . - -The 2nd story in three 
r ooms & Rh ort passage, the floor of 5 / 4 in ye llow pine, ba se round --& sue­
ba se in one room-folding door with reeded pilaster Ar ch itrave s -- double 
Ar chitraves to the other doors, & windows, one pla in mantle , g l a ss 9 by 12in 
pannel' d ins ided shutters in f ront & on all~y--& outside do bac k.-- The 3 r d 

n s tory in thre e rooms, the floor of c om wide yellow pine, plain ba se 
round , & subba se in t wo rooms, doub le ar chitrave s to the doors & s ingl e 
do to t he windows, f o~r brea s t c losets. l a r ge mould ings round the f ire 
plac es.--Gl ass 9 by i 2in, pannel'd ins i de shutt ers f ront & pla i n d0 

i 02 
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back & side . --The ga rret in five rooms, the floor of c omn yellow 
pine, plain base, sing l e a r chitraves,--five plain ridged dorme r windows 
& trap door in the roof- - & windows in the gables--Glass 9 by llin.--A 
l a r ge ope n newe l stairs with open string , b racketted, turn'd b a llusters , 
& ramp'd ra i. l , one sto·.:y or Mahogany--the ba lance lar ge painted, from 
the lowe r Story to the Ga rre t (part o f the r ail broken in 2n<l f light) 
Brick Eave fr ont & back tin gu tters & pipes--The b a sement is divided 
int o f our rooms & passage, the floor i n three i s of com0 yel l ow pine 
boa r d s & in one brick-pla in base , sing l e a r c hitraves & mouldings, two 
lar ge breast closets--three pair o f foldin g sash doors f ront . --Glass 
12 by 18" Gl ass in windows 12 by 14in slide rs & inside shutters. --
Gl a ss bac k & north side 9 by 17 & 12 by 14i0 --The North-wing , basement 
story on Bank St., has t wo rooms d i v ided by rou gh board part ition, 
f l oor of com0 yellow pine, p lain base & sing l e mou l dings, g lass 8 
by i oin __ fou r pair o f s a sh doors, Gl a ss same - - outs ide shutters, & 
sliders to the doors. --The main s t ory in two rooms, -planed board 
part itton , floor of Cornn ye llow pine, plain base, single Ar chitraves 
one c loset . - - Gl as s g by i 2 in outside shutters. --The 2nd St ory in one 
r oom f loor o f Cornn yellow pine , pl a i n base, si ng l e w.ou l d ings --a large 
doo r wa y into the main house, Gl ass 9 by i 2in __ ~~e 3r d Story in two 
r ooms--board part it ion, f loor c om" yel low pine, part Df we st room 
not plast e r ed , Glas s 8 by loin, A r ough pl atform on the south side, 
f ive f eet wide wit h p lain posts & r a ils a long the f ront . - - the roof 
d oub l e pitch c overed wit h Zi nc, tin pipes down. -The SoLth wing is 
in one r oom , t he f loor partly c omn ye llow & pa r tly white pine, plain 
ba s e -sing le mou ld i ngs-fold i ng doors on Nort h side i n lieu of windows. 
Cl a s s 15 by l s in much b roke n-pl a in Eave, roo f old, plast e ring i n 
baa repa ir,-- The lower Stor y f ront & [Street ?} in nort h wing papered. 
---- ~ t h M~ 2J r d 1848 •• 

J ohn C. Evans 
~ urve~1or 

L i be r t y o ~ a re :' e d o r ·; i n t r1 e b a s e me n t a n d a 1 s o o f a p a i n t e r a n d 
v<ir~isher. P::il i cv ~~~ 'L.'') . ::1 : ~ 1. 000 . a t < per r- e nt DH 120-­

Agr eed to be c or re c t, 
Charles Le nnig 

{on reverse sine :] 
N? -- -, 6 

Ch;; r ies Lenn i 1<. 
Su r vey . - -

' \ 
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Appendix F 

CHRONOLOGICAL DOCUMI:.llTATION OF HOUSE 
ADJACGNT 10 CITY TAVERN , 88 . S. SECOND STREET 

rha in of Title , Fire I nsura nce Surveys , and 
Newsp a pe r Adve rtiseme nts 

Su rve ye d Dec 7t h 17 59 
Samue l Powe l s House on ye West side of Sec ond St reet where 
Samuel Ormy dwells U18 8 South Sec ond St . next t o City 
TaverrJ 

22 ft front 38 ft back 2 Storys h i gh 9 Inch pa rt y wa lls Dog 
Legd Sta irs Pl a ist e r ed Pertition pa rt & part Wood New Sh ingling 

a n Apotheca ry Shop kept he re 
Kit chen & Ne cessary 17 ft by 28- \ ?. Storys high 

1 pr Sta ir Wooden Partitions 
Sh in gling abt 5 ye a rs ol d 

Samue 1 Rho a ds 
1\ g reed to b3 50 0 30/ pC 

Viz . h 200 on the house 
150 on the bac k Building 

46 1 
350 20/ house 200 b3ck Bl dng 150 
r ont ributionship Su rve y 
{:461. INHP rn i c r o film 
roll XVIII 

To Be Sold , 
A Bric k MessuagP , s itua te d on the west side of ~e c ond - stree t, 

[ :88 , next to Cit y T3ver f'!._7 ne a r the c orne r of \.Jalnut- s tre e t, now 
i n the t e nu r e of 'less i eurs Duf f i e ld e. nd Dul a ny . The house ha :< been 
used as a Dru gg i s t' s shop f or s e ve r 3l ye11 rs, a nd has a good opening 
upon Wa l nu t-stree t. T11e pu r chd ser, i:1 p . 1y in~ down one third of the 
pu r c h..ise r.i oney , may hav~ d r eas on11b l e time f or t he payment or the 
re ma inde r, h iving suff i c ient se curity, with int e r est. Fo r ce rms, 
apply to Sa~uel Powel . 
The Penn~ylva ni d GRze tt e , J a n . 6 , 1773 - ----

.5 



TO BE SOLD , 

A two story brick Hous~ , in S~cond St r ee t, ad joining f ity- t avern. 
Also, a good f r ame Bui l ding, two stories high, forty - f our fee t in length, 
by twency feet in bre adth. For terms app l y to 

SAMU EL POW!'.:L. 

The Pennsylvania Packet or t he Genera l Advertiser, Phi l ade lph ia , Oct . 25 , 
1781, p. 4, c . 1 . 

\---------- ---

\ 
i 
\ 

\ / . · o~ e ~ 
\ r l "'· -l c.r e c.. C\ 

01 000 

\ 

\ 

All t ha t Messua ge or Tenemen ~ & Loe of Ground Sir uate on the West 
~ide c f se c ond s treet & on t he Nort h si de of Walnut s t reet ••• Be ginning 
in the line of second street a c orner of the City Ta"ern Lot thence by 
t ie ScJ'.:1e 'ries t e rl y 64 . 8" t hence by :-!.Jt hew Whitehead 's Gr ound Southe rly 7 ' 
~~~ terly ~ · Sou t hwa rdl y 16• Ebb ~ wardly 6 ' & Southwardly 5 ' Thence by a 
~'<-".ot·"~ .; & Lot of La nd of the sa i d Samue l Powell now i n t he te nure of 
Jo hn 'Juc kett Ea s ter l y 2:. •10 11 & Southe rl y 21~ ' t hence by Wa lnut St. of or t:: ­
: .1i c' E3st1,,·a r dl y l i • t.. " Thence by mes s uage & Lot L1te of Hn . ~i rk p a t r ick 
:;ort!n.;arc l y :9 ' & EJstwJ r <l ly 20 ' to Seconcl St. & f ro:.1 th2r.ce by t !1e S HITe 

stree t ~3 ' to the B~b inning 

Deed Book D- 6, :o~ - 303 
S;:inu>:l PowE·ll - !":srjui r e 

& r-:l iz dbeth , h/w 
to 

Joseph "!...e ~) 1..r1c 
J .)hn ·,_·a ,'.ner 

Feb . 28 , 1783 
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One f u ll ha l f p ~ rt o f ? ce rt a i n Mess u age or Tenement & Lot o f 
L<ind Situate on the Wes t side o f De L n..:a r e Sec o nd St. n nd 1rn the North 
side of Wa lnut St • • • Re g innin g in th e line of t he sa id seco~d St. a 
corner of the Cith Tave rn l o t the nce by t he s nme Wes terly 64 ' 8" 
thence by Mat t hew Wh ite head's g roun d Southe rly 7 ' Ea stwardly 4' 
Southwa r d l y 16' ~a stwardl y 6 1 & Sout herly 5 ' Thence bv R Messuage 
& Lot of La nd of the s a i d Samu e l Powe ll now in the Tenure o f John 
Ducket t Ea stwa r d ly 24 '10" a nd Southerly 24 ' thence b y Walnut St. 
a fore s a id Eastwa r dly 11' 4 '' Thence by a Me ssuage & Lot l a t e o f Wm. 
Kirkpa trick Northwa rdly 29' & Ea stwa r d l y 20' to the said line of 
sec ond St . & from thence by the s ame s t ree t 23 ' to t he be g inning . 

need Book D- 6 , 304 - 305 , Recorded Ma r. 1, 178 3 , Johr. Wa gner- Shop ke e per, 
t o Joseph LeBl a nc- Shop ke e pe r, h 630 

Jose p h LeB l Rnc Will : 

To ne phe \,· , Fr<l nc~s Dr ymo n 1\ ll t lt.'.lt my !louse a nd l o t in t·:a lnu t 
Stre et • . . which I pu r ch;;sed of Samue l Powe ll F.sq r •• • ,\ 11 t h;.: t my 
Youse ~ nd Lot in Wa lrut Stree t ••• whi c h I l a tel y purchR s ed upon 
Ground Re nt f r or.1 t he sa i d Sa--:ll!el Powell • • • 
'.-! ill B00 k .J , ::;·1 q _ -,.:, 1 
:\ p ri 1 ? 6 , l 78 ... , Proven Oct • 31) , 179 3 

Su r ': c v d 2 d .\ u :-.; t 1 7 8 ) 
' hoL'.Se '. le lon ·; ing to Joseph Leb lon / Le Bl ci nc , ::88 So u t h Sec ond 

'1e xt to ·~ ity T;. vern/ S it t.iri tt' :in t '1e · . ..;est s i ciE' 'J f ? ,: C: t reet the ]d 

Joo r Jb ove w,: lr.u t Stree t 
:ee t f ro '."t 38 ft:e t dee p ! St :)rys high Q incl: pa rt y ·,.-.i ll s SDme 

pl 2s t e r d :ind Sor>e Bo.1rd pertiti :rn s t!O [j Le,: S t 'i rs r:a rot pl " s t~' r d -
11~ n p-:>the c . .-ry Shop Kl' pt there . 

'.he B<<k ~; · : :1 , · i n.1. 1 7 ~· :· -' ·" f ..:- et -
,, ~t.) r ys hi~h 9 inch 1,-:,»il s 

~~ . in t lin g of the •.Jb'.) le \ c,.· 

l '.::>L.~C 

h c ".< h 11 i ldg 

~ ) 0) 

1 ; 0 ) - - b '. oo -· c I 

r·o :: tri;'ut Lon s f: 1p ;0 rvey .(il 
(:<.L:~ ·...: r '.'1:/ ), l '.~i:P : ·h r•)Lii!' :.; •:rr r 

10 "7 



She ri f£ John Baker 
to 

Elizabe th PO'.ve 11 

Cons . ti 2015 

Deed Po ll 
J ames Br yson --Mt gr . 

v s . 
Fr a nc i s Dra yma n 

All that Ce r t a in 2 s t 0: :· Bric k Me ssua ge or t e nement & Lot sit­
ua t e on t he we s t s i de of Se l awa r e Se cond Stree t & on the Nort h s i de of 
Wa lnut St r ee t Be. g inning in the line of t he Sa i d Sec ond Stree t a c orne r 
t he Cit y Tave rn l ot t he nce by s ame We st 64 fee t 8 i nc he s thence by ground 
of Ma tt hew Wh itehead South 7 f eet thence East 4 feet t hence Sou t h 16 fee t 
t he nc e Ea st 6 feet and t h~nce Sout h 5 f ee t thence by a Messua t e & l ot l ate 
of Samue l Powell East 24 fee t 10 'nche s the nce Sout h 2~ fee t t hence by 
Wa lnu t Stree t 11 feet ~ inches ~ s suage l a t e of Wi l liam Kirkpa tric k 
Nort h 29 fee t the nce hy s ame Ea ~ c 20 fee~ to sa i d line of Second Street 
a nd t hen by s ame s treet 23 fee t to pl ace of be ginning . 

Q_eed book SF 21, u06- 407 
Oc t • 1 7 , 1 7 9 6 
88 S. Second Stree t 

Ack. Feb . 2t+, 1806 

1 ()>:) 
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Surva y~ 2 3~ decemI 1799 
A house belongir.g to Eliz abeth Powel S i ~ u a te on tne west side of 

2~ Street The 3~ above Walnut Stree t-/#88, next to Ci ty Tave rn/ 
22 fee t front, 38 feet deep, 2 storys high, 9 Inch pa rt y walls, 

2 Rooms on a floor, Some plaster~ and Boa rd p3rtitions, dogle g Sta irs, 
Ga rot ?l a ster~ devided into 4 Rooms by Boa rd pert itions, 2 La r ge Curcu l a r 
windows a nd door in front with 86 Lights of Gl a ss in Them 17 by 12 
Inc hes. Li dormer windows Ri dge9 9 Lights, wooden /sic/ Spout & Trunk 
Back , Gun Smit h a nd umbrela maker Ships front, a C.un Smiths forge in 
The Ce ll a r . The Back Building 28 ~ feet b y 17 feet, 2 Storys hi g~, 9 
inc h wa lls Sh ingleing of The wh ole 16 ye a rs ol d , outside pa i nt ed . 

House f 200 
ci · 60/ 

Backbu~ f 100 
/reve r se/ No 2904 
Sliz~be t h Powe l Surve , 
Phil ad elph i a Contributionship 
Loose Su r vey No. 2904 

Su rvey.:>~ Decembe r 23 1799 

Gu nning Bed ford 

~ hou s e be l ongi ng to Elizabe th Powe l Situa t e on t he west s i de of 
scco;id the 3 doo r 11 bove \-ln l nut Street. /!!83 , nex t to Cit y Tave r n/ 

')3 f :: front, 33 ft dee p, 2 st.:>ry s hi gh , 9 i nch pa t ty w.--. ll s 
? r:)':m'S or. a f l ::ior c;o,:ie plaste re c .'.1 nd b o<J r d pa rtitions 2 l a r ge c- ir·· 
':u LH •i r ·_:-·..; s 0 nc' r' ~>0r i n fr0 n t t.: ith $fi li ghtr. in the~: 17 hy 1 :' inc h.e<> 
:lJc; l eg ::L· irc: ~.::; r rot p l s t.. .... rt:.J ci\ ~ :ic o in::o ·· roc: .. s b_: ho :.- d parti tions 
'.. cl on:1er \..im!ows r i. 1 :_:.ed 9 li. i:;:i t s ·,:::i::>dPn s pout 1 !1d trunk bac k gu n sm it h ~ 
a nd u:.1:-.re ll i !:'<J kers shor :· ra n t . ;>.. guns sr.i it 11 f'.)r,;e in the c•.d.l a r the 
b 1c k juilci:lt; 28 ~ by 1 7 ft ~ s torys high 9 i nc :1 w,1 lls shingl ing of 
the wh ~ le 16 y~.'.1 r s ol2 ou ~ s i ~e p ~ inted 

Hoese 
g 

BC]ckbu il 
b :'OO ,t 60/ 

bl OO 

will o: C: li zdbe ttl f%·e ll 

·~ ·J nni n1' Befo r <l 

On ht' r u ·,1 th he r property C) b•· S .) l d by <?Yl' C111 c• r s : ',.J\.lli3m '.-Jhfr:e , 
_:::d \Jd r d Bu r d , Tho:·1as 1-'.ayne Willi ng, ::; .... w;; rJ Sh ippen nt'.r-.l. 

t,.;il_l __ o_'?o~ ~ . :.:?:' -· )3 , '-lay:?'.?, 1319 , Proven Jan . :'9 , ~810 
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IND! \!l:JCALS .\S~iOC L \ T ED 1-!lT ll ~L\NAC INC 

,1 n d >L\10'.T .\ I >: l'\C CIT': T ,\ \ ' ~ :\N 

(D.i_cs ' r e :_i ppr ::i:; i .:i<- te , li . f'e<l Gn ;;,:vertiser1e nts e · c.) 

Feb . 1 774 - De c . 1777 

C iC '.on' D-illt>v 

.\pr il 1796- Apr i l 1 79~ 

:-:a ; 179 9 - 1808 

: l· . ~ r ' · :? r J~- i.: 

'. r " ;: i C. ' 

, r: t r s :ln ~ \'• -l 3 J .. T 

: •L r c ·?? ., r c :t l l _.· ..; :. . r; ' · , ., :~ · r . ( t s , .) r i r C.: e :1c 1 · r ,. s , 
i:- r · ~ p );1-H i1i~ .. . ·' L i. :l1lnt· , r c ; t> r• .·e t> n ::li ! " eth 

l l c i! __ ;.L"l , 1 .pri.'. 1 -·n , :· .> 1·:v r l"Ci :) - J -;'9 ') , ') ': 
, : 

. 1 .L ~ ... '"' -:..: 1 - . . ~ l. :'.1... , .. ;' pt· l · .... 

) . L :. 

f 
l . - - - - ----

'· : 

l ' • ! j 



Re pa i nnen ~'mployed a t Ci ty Tavern 

(Li s tings i nc l ude d ~ rom Ha r rl ie, J ames , The Ph ilade lph i a Dire c t o ry .•• , 
Phil a. 17% ;> nd Rob inson , J ames , Phi l a de lphia Re 81ster. .. , Phila . 1 799) 

D~ vi d Eva n s - ve ne ti a n blinds e t c. 1 789 - 179 3 
( Eva ns , D3v i d , c ab ine t a nd ve net i an b lind ma ke r, 11 5 & 215 , . !u l be rr y ~ t. ) 

John I nskee p - emptying privy vau lts 1793 
(Inskeep, John , we ll d i gge r, 56 No . Se ve nth St . ) 

John J 8ne s - r e pa i ri ng be ll syst em 
(not list ed ) 

Ch::ir l es Cec i l - ir o!1work 1796 

1793 

( Cec i l , Ch~ rles , wh i t esmit h , 69 Wa lnut St .) 

P. Pen r ose - h o ~ rd s 1796 
(P e nr ose • nd '.lozey , Lur.bc r \lc r cha nt s , 11 3 , Swa nson St. Sout hma rk ) 

~d~ue l Powe ll Pe rki ns - mak i ng mah ogany door ~ ha rd~2 re 

( :iot lis t e d ) 

:hos. Le i pe r - cu r h s t one 
(not l i stec) 

1796 - 1801 

',Jr • F l i n g - p .> i n t i n ,7 f, g l ;:i z i r: . . '. 7 9 6 - ... 
(:~li'.1f, , ".·,'·~ . p ,, in te r :> n ci ,_; l ;>z i e r , l.'..) ;.: . Front S t . ) 

1796 

Jo~ e pl: ]:Ji~s,, 1 1 :;i?,lJ, in g , 1 ini"'I ,; ,~. pdvin:; 1 .., 99 
j'.)se ph Pric t- f. H:Jpkir:so:1 a m'v '.1Pcessary 

(not liste r' ) 

J J \' i ,l r !" "! - "' r p e ! L • • r c; - : r. L' • ,· n ,, t , ' s s r v 1 . :> u s c· - 1 - ') '1 

(<:r ·y , .iav i c , "'Jusc ~ . r per- t 0 :. i ;:,: \:i . . ,._c0'.1c ~ t.) 

J . · e 5 : l •, k - p 1 "l t' r i I'. 

(:1'.''.: listc :1 

.. ;.':ert: 1rL' :-H:· er·, .. ~ ,t~ l r .... or~~ n i r. .. (. :.~· p .. \ri :J( ·,·i·:>se rt4 ct~ipts ·.,' t. rt· 

_,,,.,;" ~:-· "'.:- '> . p,·_.• l, t ' L. '.)'"'.1l r 01 it :; "'." : vf' r n , .\-=these r£''" ipt" '.' 
n0t. spc. if y t i ' . .J,. ''.r e. r':>'., 1• l 1 s pr-,p: rt ir c; r': 1r· \,·:::> rk 1.'. s t

1:::lnP , 
'.._· is ·:ct C'1r·'J t --)..:; i .·n -:--:v t'l C" it\· ··,; .:t·rr. . ~-t .. e "r0 1 <'. t._·r :Pcc i pLs 

1.-~) , ' :>·: ;1, i. l, (. :,\·< ) i;it .:; , "'.ist . ~-j ::l··..;p : p t?r~ , li·· '.l' t>:l-. !1..J\ ··t· 1 

P ! ;' .. '.'"" ', '· ; C : .' 1 " · i , ~ .,. .:> : r'. n :1 ~- · 1 ''. ; i , f' 1. i l " ·- 1 ;) 1 i . 

l l 2 
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SAMPL E DO'GUMBNTS OF FATING A1'D DRINKING 
t\ T C I TY TAVE RN 

J no . 1\ d<1ms !::sqr . 
To Dan i e l Smith / ma n a ge r '.) [ ~ i ty Tavern/ 

Dr . b s d 
6 
6 
6 

Ma ~; Ut 11 
26 

Ju l y 10 

Bot tle Br a n dy 
B::itt l e d o . 

J:o Qu i-l rt Spirits 

~ d i nner : l ub s wit h t he 
Dele ga t e s 

:\Ced . t he ( '.)n~ ents n.·inl. Smith 

.\d:- r.1s Jno . 
1 7 7 :> To ( lu b ~eni son Di nne r 

~ !3ot tl..'>s Cyde r 

Dr . 

s 
/3 Dece n b c r 1 .7 : -, / ;\ecd . t he Co'.1t e nts D;:in l. .s~ it h 

2 

'i 9 g 
i-:. 2 17 ") 

L 

s d 
10 _o 

? 
~---rn 

L, H. Bu tt e rfie l d , ed . , Di a ry a nd Au t obio g r .:i phy of J:::ihn Ad cr· s, ,~a·•hr i ~~c , 

'.-! ;i ss . , 1961, pp . 164 - 6 5 , a nd 223 . 

~1y lt)~ r r-

Yo•.,, ;:-05 justly hint :i t ::: y in 1ttenti:1'. t :J t:1i s kin J ;J [ co rres p :rn ­
_,f"r.LL , "·• t t \k' li f e I l e:•d hP r e • . .- ill in c;y-·,(· cie .. s r t: ;;c o.,nt f :Jr it, 

I ~ r 1 • p , , r t.? i l t i ~ e ..., :> r :: i n L ( J r t ~1 ~ ~~ e c t i n >; l : n i !le :J ' c 1 o L k , 1 n d J f t l' n 
·l :> '.:; t. r l.'. t .: r :'. t o :'."'. y l od g i!1:.; s t:il l t 11z1 t ri -.t a t ·1 i .. ~11 t , ' -Je sit i '.1 .- J r · r ::-~,,, 

,; e n"' r · 1 1 y t i 1 1 1: ; ~ . :· - p c s t r ~ 1 r e .: o ' c l or k , ; :i •.1 ::> n c e t i 11 : iv e ::> ' (' J :::ic k , . ,i • ...: 
t l• t '!1 ' I/ d i ne .·t r ··1e r- i t ' T wc r :-- , ·~·he r e : i.·e \, o f 11 s hJ V P es t ~ti li'sh. 

t ·~1 l e f') r <.'.,,ch :l -\· in the ".'<'> l' K, s,1v e Sa t .. r ::Ly , ,._, 11e r. t 11e re i s ;,i ;;c1wr 1 

:1 !1!it' r . O·: r '' il :· t ·h l c i s :·-:> r :1e d ''Y t w f :> llO\,,, in b pe r s on s , ;: p:» .. ·:~ t 
t ') i t : 'l •·~ sr ::; . {:--.'ol p '; , Le i.' , ', 1.1 s h i .1"'.t 0'.1 , .ind lia rri s on -:> : '.' i r i·~ i 

i. " :J r :, r .. 
·~ · · . ·, · r i ·· '.' l L' ;J i . tor : t ~·.,;o sh ill in », <Hi d !- i x pe nct~ " lie 11 1 , 

• ~ l - • t ·c t t··1,'.·. ? -:; c; )n l "· t l1e ex per~ S <' ;.).- li e d1v , I 11. 1 \ ·,, ••1 :; • 

. ti ., ' - t ·ii.s ;" ,. , s I 1 i n1.~ i t vc· r y •'i s 11; c- ec.ihlL r ;:, ,-,·,r·r ,· 
' " -·r·.._ .:it · t t'"L·S\ Lite '1:::·1 rs . 1 ~ --~~- '' rOLh E' r

1
" ... 

r: i.. :. _L_· _l_t_._r_:~ __ ,_~_:--l_<·_··_<,t.;)r~ '1_: __ ~-t~~ ---:-~ t -~-:1~_nt 11 .. ~·1 .. ·, r ~.~~ · 
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'T' .c : .. ,.,1 i 1 ot i<> o P ~nsv:v ni 
So flt '.f.:;c.( 11-.neous ollections 

ox 1-., r rt (L'l"-!. r-~) 

t- l">ttl. :"vt.:!rr Bill 
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l''1 1 tlr. ntwrp<pt:r r.tic-lt· <1l'stribing expPnces o+' the Pennsylvania 
Ac;sPr!'bly for ~·nquets, sitini> particularly that of Dec. 1, 1778 at 

itv T vern ·n<l q11otin?- thf' following bill. Poulson Scrapbook, Vol. 
1.::, p ~ i, Libr rv lo ipc ny of P'1iladelp'1V1. 

;- it t: nt•r l . SL·"'lblv 
oi tlt St t~ ~f P "nqyJv nia, ~o Gifford D~lly, Dr. 
l"'t '1cc. l.., 7 B 
To prov1 !in .1 Jinn"r for L' 70 5' nt J-, 
>' l-,ottles ".9dcri1 ;•ine l 4">s 
llt 1 r•0 ~o ls p~rch a 60s 

Q " " toddy a Os 
11 ~rm <lreE 60s 

~ bot~les port wine a 10 sh 
tu) of ·ro· .. or crtillcry oldiers 
~11on tJirit~ .or Bell-ringers 

9t-i wine •ldSSti5 ri..rok•) 7s 6t4 
ellv 11 (brokt) a 's (. 
1 ss rstrt pl t s (broke) l">s 

11 . inci plat s (t roke) a 20s 
., .... i re- (t-nke) u '7s (id 
c n• r (~roke) n "ls 

1 r f in t n I (r r okP , 
1 ? r • ':.:. c :t,.i l ::. 1 "s 

p . . 
f • 

' t • 1 

500 
1?29 

36.8 
13 
18 
16 
36 

6 
16 
10 

6 
11 
10 
17 

r) 

21 
~Qq) 

00 
99 
00 
10 
00 
0) 
00 
00 
00 
17 
1 ~ . ') 
00 

2 
1 
00 
00 
1; 

T ~0/!'.~"'1 •• "lr. 
n r f. l r ., lt J : " rv 

l 
1 

1 ... 
~ t-: 

, t,.. .... 

t . 
t • ) 

r 
, ~ 

ro 

r 

, . 

,... -- ·-- ·--
~~ -----------·---------~------ 1 

t) ~--- - --·-- --------- ---

r ::. ...... )-- - ---- - ·-- -----

l t~-- ------ ·----- -------

rm i .. · ll t • - - - - - - - - - - - - - • 
irt < [.7 ~ .u l{rs 

t .-------------------------------- l i i - rv rr .nnt rq ________________ " 

Jtr' 0 , r t--------------------------
i t.:> ' r ---------------- -------------- 1 
>'ls "' T)u'1c' ----------------------------- • 

~ 89 
ir t_~:._o >P __ _!.1:.__(_ ~P _1:_ _ ~t2.__!_\~c:_cy r\_1:_1.._~~ivc> '.• 177' 

, 
... 

12 
17 
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h:o. 9/ 
0 1t 

t ' . ~l- • ·:ity Tavt.r":'./ 

~t· -.~ '1' ..,_ "''" t. l•• ·".Ml 1<"'. (,·••cl "If "l .., :-r-~----:--,--....--------"-' .) ,,_ ..__ [_., . 1 ~ i.-::n.·.1 ls P•Jncn 1L·1 ~ i. > ••• ,. 
,. 

" 

" 
" 

''"" ., 

·' . 

" 

" 

1 GC'nt St'.ppt.•r ..,/ ( .. .;..irs .~c 2/ ---- ' .• f> 1 1 

:luhs r-or wine F,c it /inner-------- l;. r, 
1 r:f"lt Dinner "/9 l r) . upper ~ !~-, '' 6. 3 
"Hottl•'<; Sc l p.:.nt ;.'." ·~ •• l'l ,( ~' B. •'yner 1/ 1. :. 9 
.. pirits B-rdndy <:,pnH. e Rt'E'r .~c. '' .). 3 ? 10 
l 'lul -~r -wine (xC .it ".1Lrner -;/H' Pu!1c'> i/ --rr-f~ 
, p ir it & ~ ro.1 ·1cly r vde r Porter ~-<: .. 1). 'i 
1 Gent Bkf~ 2/A 3/~ pints Mad0. i/p 
,-.,fh 1/? "1st1in ',,r. 1 f\0·.:l Puncl• '"-i/ 
Br->n,'y Bitters Le l:."1:1 <L(' Se:~<;rf S:~~ 

- " s,;/?/ 
" 13. ' 
- l 7' 3 
I! 18. i; 

1 13 ')' 

r:lu:,~. [ )r •.,iin•c c,c i~ ''inner l •. /q l Din~ </') 
~ .'trrn~··rs Supper ..,/~, 3 Bottles "fn<l~ 22/r, 
r.:.•'1riy & !h~er ·~Yt~cr ?un".'h ~c ----

.) ''lubs 1t Iliancr L/i ~ H1ttle_, '-:;id-;1 22/f:, 
:1!':h 1/10, Casi in~ '/ 

E~ n~y "'yJer P~n·h & 

l.lC.--
9 

1.li. '-• 
.• 1 ') 

,, 1 .... ,. 1 

l B :JW 1 :' 1 1 '1C :1- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1 'lubs for \·:inc .;.r Hn'1Lr-------·---------- '' 1"1. ".I 

I ".'L'.<.Ct'..: :'l' t'l-,1> r: ,. ;r1/ ..... '1rd "/ 1. ''. 1 
f, E 'Jtt 1 t: ~ ·: - ·J ~ ) I !'..: nc ~' i I ' . 1" -
~!" :;J1 i';)::-te:·r v. 1er 'Portr- r <,~· 1 - • • 

t>en k:i:! ""-e, l B trr," 1 1'.'\ "-·1-~t? :\rec.~kc~. -.-:i E'- l '. r"' 

l • l '. '. ~ t "i :-i iw r "I . 1 o l pp•' r l . / 1- -
1 Cent ''1pp~r .'/ ..... ' ·,·~ths :1 ·•• :·;; - i-. 
?uni:-i. 1 n 3r•n": .:..e:.rc ix:.. i-n l. 
J .. l ·: "15 t '.'i ~ni:~ t: l .:' / '"-t Pu '"lr_ •1 1: ' ' 1. ·< 

~ pi.nl '' ;c...: /9 Er :r :· Fitter., 11 .. ,; ... 

~.,' 1 c r~ i r . ~. r . ) ,, r . 

fl'1t<- !'::-ir 1in; t: Lo:!;in..; t - :)J~) 

p r WP e k - . ' ( 7 1i > y s ; - - - - - - - - - ) 
',,_•rvc•nts ..Jt ~ DollS pr week ,, 
st•n·t~ Li·>r 1.-.'ritins:; ?apl·r &c 

·:.is'1in, ----------------------

12 ' 

. 
- • .i.. 
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[2nd page of No. 97 
~ 

T,~ Cll"!lOUDt eve I' brought over 38. 7. 1 1/2 
It 4 Bowls Punc' JS/ 3 Bott le s 

a 
22/6 2 17. 6 Mad ••• 

II 2 Cents Suppt--rs '>/ Brandy Cyder &c i'2 / 17 
•• "n sh paid for foatl1ers 7 6 -----------------
" do do for Black Serv~ trousers &c 1. 11 6 
11 Extra Rooms &c-------- 5. s. ----··------

Phil~a June 23th 1792 b 49. s. l 1r 
By Colol Tho§ Proctor 41 Dolls. 15-- 7-- 6 

Ba l:rnc12 due E. Hoyston ~3-- 18-- 1 

T'~ 1bove Bill of forty nine pouncs I believe to be just and of 
that sum I paid in part out of public moneys in my hands fifteen 
pourds seven and sixpence was paid to Edward Moyston by me. 

Tho~ Proctor 

.!un~ 29. 17 92 Rec<'ived balance of abov~ amount of Clement Biddle­
say Thirty t~ree pound~ eighteen shillings & one pence half penny 

Ectw9' Moyston 

Miscellar .. )uS Tn.>as•.iry Account~ of the G. A" 0, 1790-1894 
Ace o•rnt 4~32 32 
R.G. 217, National Arc~ives 
(Xie::: of ilm fr INHP files, XX) 
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lllustr<1t1on 1 

T ~I l.JI t l..)f '' I t. 1' Pt, l<id•' p'1 < " t) F"' V1 ( n 1 h1·"111nq trt , .~p: c· l'O lkl ts) IS d('d IC jl('d to thP. ..,.,,iyJr. ,1lcl!>•111a~. 

~.-.,.rt ut 

., " '1i 

' Li 

p 

, .. 

T 

" 

-

l•v •t t • 

L • n1 !p 1 

t I )t 1<1 

. t •. 

,, 

-r p, 

I 

n,ctr ll t1o1\51•1\Jl'',J"lhnH1!1~ >lHVPyvr rrl cir 1uqh tsl'l>dn Mc1y 10th. J /C)G. Scdl" 600 L•t. t 
(-I QI 

I 

( \If f ,I 

11 

Vi d hy 101111 ' ''"~ ' 1•
1 1-1 .. r. Ion 

H "'''' .ilP., 
Tlw 111n~ cl r . ylV 

PP 

'V' tdcl x IPort. in 1f tb1~ '1.JP, 11\JHP •1rgJt1ve I ~4:? Jnd 

td IP th•• eyr of ull E qqli,h m.ipm 1kP· 1n 1 /9(, Tl1.-

n St•c. 0nd Street. n.imtJc 31". ttw b ••lei ng pl._wen1F.r11 

l ,.,,," ·~,l 1n,·p \1 is drJV\n, cl1d n•>t r 1"' \pt·r 1 r r tc:t10n. Lit 1• 

t'n S1•1 ind~· n.et liu l1•'g Ill'."'' r »'> Ci.irik Ali••y t•orn fh1. 8.ir.'; c 

th II ··~, V ' 

<' ,., H 

\ 

- -

p 

I<' •.t l'1 th·• "tnu11dr·'q f.,tbus'· bct>'.£t'•' the pidCt of •t>t: rr 

I t'11 11d111 "lfl'Jt for rtfrt~hmPrt, ,u·,t,...ronv· ind cleb.ite. J' 

1d•·•µI ifll h Iv•' to~111d rile 1u l:-lw1•1q 1 s•otutirns of 1111110rtt1ri 

- - - - - - - - -
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lllu~trat1on 2 

P"rdp~ •l1r O' Iv ·11•t>110 \ ·w of C•tY TcvPrn, th•-, 1,, portrd t 1;f Johr lriql1. 

E 1 by Chdill's Wrll,on Pt>a'P c • 76q 1714 CdPVd~ 2C1_ ll. ?4'. cut from ful lcr1qtlJ 

to < vdl l1dlf lf"l<j'h. W'11t•' vv1g Gr .iv b UP. 1::.yro• Dark r •d IHOl c!d" COdt .1Pd 

ww!uidl BtJC.k hat u 1d£• I +t di !"'1 W1d£ b 1Jck riltilun dround flt'< k, Pnd, tllc 1<Prl 

ntc• shirt rllff Bcckqr<>L•ld rPd r<.:ri.lll' Jt r qht J1'd 'Jtliind 1. an ,•r.:"1w.ly' w th 

dnul:iit d ch tr ".'f' uohr Jldll" < V'v th c.dr~Pd flowers .wd cJ 'JpporLPq p lclst<r. rtw 

VI: >C dwc ·K '• 11•rir'P'Hl 11 di' ~'I VP co ur (\l:uris.- I t.ulo• Nu<. iO GY S 0 .ind 10 GY 

4 01 pc rti. p·,' 11 y r.•µrC'<t nt•flg tlv• <h,JdOW l'f thP .icll• 11 ·' ilor 

T~t pc 1tr l t r s.i rJ : > hdH bt't'l or q1n<Jlly f 1 I le iqtt '1.J\I r l h vq ' •hr "lC>rn 

..isrd •1r tlw Pti l.,rJplph1J ')J 1ung As<>'l'"•b:y 1ri C ty T verri '°''l Srct or II• ')f •• 1, 

'"P 1 • 'o , d scu,sr J'"> l'• th" c'ut1or sh r •>f tr• t-wdV ,..,h DO'tra•t h tr• 
1•rti,vi,1r ::..1•y T1vt" 's"r'd'l~h1ll 

qr~ m_,·, Ir •!-., p rt ~ t '- • wt->1c., J •Ii•• I) <'\'~ 1'J ( mcfw-:: VY'C•t" r1 l i cir'y c n 

J.r 1 "5 i ,03 ( l.'nda Th,,,.· Vme lf cl F1q Trf'e Tuw!s thrv11qh Arr er,( c1 

1191 179q 1805 Tri ~.it c n M··• '1 t. J l Bucfkd N>'w J._r~c y H <'<>rte, i 

',q, rt,-, '\Jt•v rk, ;g'jl) ,• 3'?1 A •.i I 111 Jth ~)l"'rlt Jl ti">• fc>U'ldt' ,'the 

~)l c q"i• ,,,., tt-1 ,ir .c•pJI ll'J'""""t o: 1• ,q,, rlJ r1r1nl-iol Th• ticru 

' t ~)I f , r • :i ~ I J r ( .. " 

' l' ~t • •' tirnrt r C' "'' 

tr ,,. tb ,t .. 'w I, 1,... i P) r' .,. .. , r Ot, -tKt-'" 

,.'6 

fu • "' 1~. th ' r >'> : ' WI' 
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' :u<tr ,1tK:.r. 3 

,, 
,-, 111 IV n. H' t • I ' <!,ti ,11 nq tilt. ,1 ch h'• !\I cJI JPP"•H,H'<l' of C'1ty f J\/Pr· 

ft11 vu ll I l!~ th1 l 11 111 I I "' •t d .trl 11111 ct H"nJ ''""l H,.r 1 y l 11101>1•. Ill 1c!i> 1 1 /9H ,1pp 11 "llly ,,, •' 

HI ,1 ,. ~H • 11 ' 11 • , •1 r • 1.1 ' I " • Id• lh• kt lhj T lu H<11H of 1'• 1 1•11 >Vlv.i111J or 5,,u th Sec '1Pri Stn r>t T <l Q ve t•111clur' 

,.,pp: Ht 1•1 ~· ·1Prn!' "!•· •c,''11 r f,111h•1,lly t'1< l.idPd tl'P ~u· 0U"c..111•q m ltr 11 l«1rie, l. >f!d'l"; home 1s <''t the riql1 1. ,,nJ C ty T dVf''ll 

r• ,i r ,'.~ hC>t'C:.t .,rr1t):: c. 't •t"e l ft '-' <;outh 

f I Ill!~ 1 I •I• DI! ti• •1 1•11 Ii 111k >1 p._, t y 11,1' .t ·~ ,>l-1cr c. 111 I 1.,., .dwnw .it tht SP< 01" I C...tic·c 1 hutlcl1···q · 111•. whcl" 

H'\t\t- krH_l. ·•,.•\\.ht 11 ii·· ,illy h .. It 

\Ill l.'11 c..' ,fl ,-Ill I' '"'1"1 ':) I t't'l4 1 l't v <'I Plt 

~ Wtl 

ii ( 

<1< Id.illy If'< t·~-,td ~Ol•ll' r>4 11 'i (~.)l if'U~lldl1<J'l 61 fh · ~ fut"t l'fill'1 lillt'~ tho< 

ty T,i.1·• ·• '" 11· .,{on tc, thl' •.11<>W'l \/•1 ur•ie of thl' Ba'lk nf Pl'll'l~y'V<l'l ., 

,. I'. 'l 

·t,1 I 
I! c,1 •h 

I I 

cpr>11 .11 · u S1', tlw 1l111l>1', l'f l'I tllf• Cl\V f.,Jl'lll HCh 't'<!',l'd d1•fe111~ ~hown by l ci•robe, PllllClifdlly 

111 ··«111w.:•v Jl:I .i1>trlw,1t•rt,1bl· 

1111 11 ·11 .1 "'-" • ·11 111• •. •'' tll'• M HY 111 1 H ~t1r11l ,;I ~>O•'IP!y A lOIO' lt'Pidtlu~·11,1r·· <Jf wh1d' •h1~ 1~ ... copy <1PJJfd'~ l'l 

A111•11 .-in Hrr,£,11µ A•HJu<l l•ltil Pl• ')4 r,c> NP'> tq •. "1•.:• H1-101H !:>••uctwc~ lb/ :>56•1 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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lllu~l•dt•on 4 

th F11 ~ 8, I< • t>·um<..,l\·lf"' )>{()() 8H··ry L lfl >IL 

H1,tv 'I Sr r l'v if Pt'flll\Y1\.<1ni. \1~~ •. Br blf1 l Hl4 I 

JP', rH l t H·' .;, t J f . I f < ) l) ~ /'! 

p, l'T' ~•en, L,• ,li}I pl >h,J • <'• 11,,,,1 dl(h1l!ctur l pr!'>t'•''1to•1, m.idi> th1s~Cdl<'d 'Vu>i' l•dwing (Orrqtndl 1, 

' >{ 1 C · ' _,, •l • .,,1th L c,Hi ll' Tt11' H 1P1<. 0f PPr nsv v< n u .JC'C•1f"'ll.ll'tf'd lly d 111e11v of C ty TJver' 

i/Jl) 1' '.JI . ( l l til•. lrlf'\ ,,, .I lll <1< tht' l1qt1•1 ,n111 Hl ll't1C'~'r' tr1 "lC nort1 ll'd I 

A·· l P\' tr \Jc<' Wd >f c ty r.,v• r I 1. !l1Plll• sh,.c,i, L !Jill Sll)ty lll,i'>0rl "vV r.q with Hl o: t' '1'1ll 0r t) B.i: k Alley fh15 

,tr ct• i.. 1 • l 1h it -.h.111vr• n 11 u tr.ti 'J 13 t 'Ld4, JI[ u t x'll l'Pt'ri l'y tlw ,11,Jtl..iblr doru,....1~'1till1t'<l, did do lll•t re'dll' 

•c wh, t 1.·1t· i.:111 \J .ihc ,,1 th1 0 c;, ,11t-'11.1 11 .i'c'rl•J :hr hl 1. v1 ;JI ~er.1•0'1 1•1 discusses th!' P1 lll.l d5 1· WdS dP.~cr 10€d 

t th• 1//J,nd 1/8'. I tr fl"l1•J t'"'>ll.•'V\Cf'l111JdrUI t,J tl11<, Vl!WS 

•ht m1xtur1 .Jt 'N'> ,,nd th!t'•· d rurc1•'n1 1 rcndtrlf". 11,1d» IC'< till' tbv•OL.S pc..1tr"y 11 JI o stJnc.t', rt>tn'1V•!' tht) poss1b 1ty 

PC, 1111~ ti .N. r l) 'r lt:•Pll l t ·irr,p,11Jlllll \(.ill' brtWl'l'1 C,1ty r JV>'• ll Jnrl Thl' 8dPI<. L•f Pi>nn;ylv.m1J ciS ~tnwr 

flu ·It vdt• •11 Lt th1 !1.11:k .I->· t, how1.11L 1 , with it< co•·11).1P1011 draw ng c..f tlw C\1St fdcdcle flllu~t·at1.i11 5), cotnpdrC5 corrPC!ly 

" pr ipwl1011 I'> tWl• prc>'P'Jr,sph. • 1k·•p c.1t.1 18(1/ «.> thl t3.mk WJ~ ti· 110 t i1sm.111t lPd (l l.1s!r1t10r 121 '" Sert•on Ill of 

tt' ,rcp;nt 1tv•ct1~Pr n r t '!• ,j fr>." lh•·~t sc,.i t •' lv.1t11)P ,HP ·•~»d t > t·~t..L1 •sh the \.:JI ·· .>1 City L11rt· r.' 

- - 13 - - - - - - - - - .. 
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llustrat1on 5 

'E 5t f·r i' ,ll' ~)t( ,nt! < l•""' 
I~ llPPl\I 1,•rolH dPI l<,,dr •q 1800 

H <turi.:cli ,,Jfh'ty 1f Prnw.y1v,1·11.J, M•;s 8\ fil:.i l 364 J 

NPS P•'Q,Jl1V" H1,lll'lr ~''.U< {Ult'' }0J t4 

A• l''thlr 11111• 4, L .it•rlH lid\ 1q.i11 >l~ .I'·' 1lt•d .. ,,,,v,•101' 1f thr> Bcink of Pt•nn,ylvJn1.1 (0119inJI i, 118" 1' 0") 
1){.r<pt .l·Vl' \t'1f1nq 11> t~r· 1 thi,, I"' pr<JvlfJ(< o dutct :11formc1!11>11 diJout City T .. 1v•'rn which was stmd•nq .i• tl1P 

• •11t 1,, !I." ir11 ,,,.,d n11 1\ ck ot p-,,, p111t1H fh1, ,,,,,.,. .. IHJ do••·, play,,, rnpo. ld•·t rol". howt'V'''" •1 c1pprox1•·1iJt1ng thP 

vc.' ·fl1' 1
1 C ty T lln'I n 1

•'; rl't'r r Pq '' ~c.1 1 e cl nwns101 ' 1ntu tht l>f:'' spPct1\I•' Vl•'WS which >how both the Bdnk of Pt•nfl'>ylvc:'lld 
..imJc, 'y llv".11(111 "' "'11\(•,b « i01,,.,d1<c·1s«•d1· SeCl•Onlli 

H >Wt v,,.,,.;. nn•1qc; •h,lt L 1t• !J. "llt•H!••d p1>pldr •r.-1•5: > • rn thP snuth ~1d<• of the Hmk ut Pt:nn<.'f "JO 1 i. 
ii-:; c.;. \"; 'I h .•v · Uf'.•'••d .i q1t"r Vl(\11. , 0' 13.tPk All1•1;. Ill Mlll 1n St•P•'l, fr(lm 1'11' north w•ndow <ind rt«•' y,nrJ •>I 

City Livt W1tl1 '"" ,o >fH"Ji 011 c'f tlH l•P1H·r 11 ~~·"Vl•t' Ad1111: 1st10'1or1 Pl"hdi» ~1.tt1 ,1 row of tr•!t'S criuld be plc1ntE'U 

l1pr • A ,.i .cl 1-, di 1·HI p<>pl.1· "Pt»~" n11d ilt''ll:'r ~c11• .. 11 thl' q.1vPrr;<.1t'n! pa•k111g Int Im tlw P<•rk v1s1tor.,' en1oyrnrn! 
th,Jii • f•H"> !ht· j)lt <h.1•11 :1:·,k knit 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

u ll!!ii ... • ,f 

l . 



..... 
.t;. 

-

Illustration 6 

8A~H lH ff '\If\' r l V \''.IA.--, 
pnn 

ti ')t I d <;11 •1 t PHll ADE. l PHIA Dr 1w 1 E••q!a\ •d & f ubli;hed l.Jy W 81 th & So1 Noshnm ny B• d1t 

··~Hr HJc Iv• ),, I 

n I lf <Hlll 1 \\ ll'y qi I 'fl l 

lH.J•, f•t· 

p '•' 

1 1 t I' tc 

t I ' ,1 t IJ l\ lll'l'fl t I qr • ' 

t fl -, IJtt dflft.. 

•l c. tr l l'l•' r•Jp' 'I~ 

1•),Wl'1l't WP Pel '•>CJt•!h:•r cn:>tkd, 'Views ·11 llH C tv of PhrlCJdelph a in 

l t1id1 rrt .. JI Pl•rl.1d1•lph1d' li1qnr•< SCllH s, pr lVt•Hj rr 11.ib c If' 

rid t•vcr 1 I !1 • '" >f Cr, l. Vt 1'1, thr'., Vtl'W l':. P3'11 ·ut 11 ly v,11 Jbll' J> • sh·iw• 
1 >(f I 

,. >I• 1th ')1 c >Pd~ •t·t th Bo1··1~: of 1-'l"H"Ylll H'1,1 ' ,, t beck sonw 24 fpl t i r0"'• •ht• Sccrmri St pr llll'rty 

ti v ~·· t1 u tt' · k tll l\;vn h , ' I Hi I f ! 111' B Ill" I tn th1, pl'rsprc •11t1: WP dll' .iblr tc 1•s•1 natt' the v1nt1cd cl11ncns o -c, 

t f I/ r J'v •t •y ••Ill , 'le' 11 u,I• 111' · 1 .ir I', 

,., l c j ... , •,
1 l8th11• tun,h"ut:'whrchw.;sJn:rxE ·foyCtyTdV"'r, fnH'agemuit 

ll "I •tu ) 11 H ., 1 11m·11d1 d r. th•< t>pc 1 t lhd' thr< ht>•J>•' i•.• ,,, on~tr .cti.d t l c :Hlld n 

1 I 

A1p fl "i " tht ),,. I I 1' I ' I '(1 I 
.• , '1' I L • t v .. hrt· r !Jy 1P1.t:" •HJ •ht: <trur tu LB l •rum th< St'CO'ld ~~trPC' 

fl ' 11 )"t,.'lf .\.. nq I' 'l, lit l B • t t' ,t• w, tb Cj!?'l1 f P Tl['I of P•·, I 1deloh1 i ~Pa't>d on twnc"'" bt>·'e Jth 
r ( ' ( i ,., n, JP., 

Hl V• 1•h1 c'• y f' I 1 J)f( .. I . t()' ' Jl11t1(('f'I ry 111Ph1l1d"IP d, < nd 'VC U d : H , qrt'<Jt d\<"t :o the 

' '' J( '1 cl t T t'• ~bt' '·' ·•u ) •11 \.\- t ,, '· tb' 
t 11 cH1 l tJI >"'rrriq "'.11T1 1n' d.ry 

- - - - - - - - - - - - .. - - -
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Illustration 7 

'Plcin 8drk of Pc·1 n'' Property May 11 •h 1801 J,irn£' Pernhrrton · 

Th11d Surv " Dist• ct, 0 •p• cif Pubhr Wurk> City o 1 Ph1',dPlph1.i 

INHP rhotostdt 18074 

F l(\,rn1! d owing by P H 8dtrheit•r, 1972 

Ttw c•ty st• et '"qulJtc r c:,n th·~ \LHVC y w re .• ipp,ir ntly r corri ng thr drr31'1JgE slope· of 

th· <· I ·walk\ 1 ec ·ntly rr 1" 1dt d at the " w 8,111k of P nmylv.n 1a Fort nJ ely thc>1 r 

ntrr£>sts ·r thr t 1st1ng onrl1t on includ d he pldc rn"rit of ooth the B 1 k t>Plf Jnd 

City T d\· •n hawing thH s t back dim '15 ns frum thP normdl SPl'ond Str t build riq 

Int> 

As •'w rig I'd d dw1nq f d•'lt for th purpos!.' of th r •port. 1 t Wd fc I• p• 1 rn 5 b' 

10 r d1.1w ncf tr,111~ 1h h" import 1r1t 11 f mJt1on not• d by the ~l•IV>'VO• 
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Illustration 8 

"BANK OF PENNSYLVANIA, South S•.'cc•ncl Str •n PHI LADELPH!.C.., Ot•s.qnrd & 

Puhlrsh•!d by W 811ch En,mwl Pa111te>r 1804 I) ' 

I NHP re<Jdr1v1_ 5305 

/\ rev s0 d v;ew uf thdt (lllustrdt•or 61 published bv Brrch in his first v i!umc of 

Ph 1ladrlphra Vl•'W<, th:< ·' qr,1Ving shows less d Crty T averri But t rs of value to ·is rn 

th.it rt too ,uqgcqs 'hL !orqe sea''' of Crty L1vrrr by shnw1ng the looming rt>.1' corner of 

·b br.ck wail~ ;it lf'ft 

A sh"d r1H1f bf!ck qr.Jc•,rrE wrth painted wood gable s drawn as .ir appendaqe to tlw !Llf 

wall cJf Crt; Tav·•1n. Th s structure could crwurvdt>ly lw Jhe "P1:izza" wh•ch wa, 

ccntend "'ong the west F- 1evat1on of City T.ivern Howevc>r, thf' descript•ons of thP. 

"P:dlid' n th· f,re 1r''l.Hdnce survPYS of 1 773 dl'd 1785 seem to 1nd1cate .\ drfferi'nt 

scirt of .,tructure tw•> ~tur1rs dlld open Onr of tlH descriptions read5' "a praza 28 by 11 

fcl't J noircn U"<iP• rt Vll•th Rarnpd Ra1h & balrsters .ind Sta•r< uown to thf kitchen" 

Th•'!" Jr>' th•H' , 1 <>'T!"<>t~ '1er.t.orwd r ch•·, survev l Plolll, d p...1rch. 1•1d sta.rs dowr '•> 
tlw k 1ch~r ;£VPI ,.., t'lE cd'df We hJVC rtPrp:t>ted ti 1, '>Urvey to f"'l()i?n;,; balustrJdrd 

1"1bu:at Jry p1alll at thn SI'( C r;d flour !t:>vel. dbtlltf- an Pfltr3'1Cl' porch W th <; 'dmperJ 

" l•n,J d tl•t> f1•st f r·o• lc·.fl, 1N1th ,1·pJrJfe .lu•r~ dr1v,~1 tu tlh' Cf'I!.!' k1tdwn 'evt>I 

'-'h 1,Jter Ill rl1>C'l1>V f'klld' 111 18th crntury Ph cd• lphri. l~ •1wy r·''d'" '> •"1t 

11'> .. l,Jl.C <;UrvC'y r'·''O lit Or15 di)(! thr~ V1f;w 

138 
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1 llu~trat•on q 

l/~ol I r I I ,\ f' 'f)I t I ' I ti 

c . _, ( tJd. H1 1\11 '",I,• 1br l'y l'n 'lJI 111'; r;f fli1 l,u1 1 lpt Id 

1~JHP, •1r '"~· i• I\: llt".irP 

-.,.,p 11 n ht: r "" .,.,,itr•• 0.r11 

,~;,\. TJ:P1' 1tu.,., 1•<1'·. M1•n h ,,,1 s Curr1•e f1011se , VJ cur '>L:omJ & B,1rok, r>}\'11 l1olcl >. 81,ilt by a c0mpd'1V 

Jt.1 t I 'lfl\t'r' 1 l /ll c rhr· olcl b II~ ti.lltq' J!l,,ll"•'HI w JS J Poted l<tvWI' I I provmual tlfnes. s14n of •t-iE 

•t.rt'• , rv•\'•~ T 
~ ld Hr1p 1e t I t I ~I ,r op 111 1 /Q!:) 

Tht i;iprl x •11••· ci,·11 •>f P >ul,nn sv.t .v pf c 1ty f<Vt.'rll c<1•• ll•c'•'tt:rr111 erl fr•>Jll tt">' <'Xt,!Pnce of tt">e Th0s B re" Jr. A..ic"1or Co 

Th, , r11·1.1 , I ••ct 1 •.-,, ,,,,r, lB1/ 1B4 J,• 84 ', 2nci t,'•Ct!l (CI)· T..iltl·,·p) 1r twtti D»stlvu'Sc.'l(l N'd:'roy'<,P/11/cJrlelpfJra 
r ·et ror, 

(,h '-\. ... ~u Jc i.1 , J "'', 1Pr>d1d p!1,,I1wver ~o· o 1j 1,:1•wsJk» uf dnntlw I 1wyrr and qrarirls,m n• Zdci',ri,1h 
p, on lL· wh 'w I P' r 't' l d µu 111 ,t>f't 01 thl' Pi, ld<Jt'lµh I I JlfW >f'dj.)t'r Poulson 's Arner1<:<Jn Darly Advert1~er. 

() •\d>, l • i .i t.t111.i• .1•) wtio 1e~•HC't·,t th»< 1ty ht' I >vt'd 1ci WJte•c clor d ,,.v tHJS (<.E"e thP Pou·sor 
r, ·1c · I< ,/• >' rot'<•_01t tt•'"olfi1, !r1wtrq ,.•tl'Pl1hr,iryCo~p1Py: 1-iC'rn,.ryl'<Jthdverlndrr•'dd, 

f, t3 ( ~ " d L t ( ~)( >U 1 ., ,.) )f; r ct , wer" Cd ,,J1c1 J'kl prove t ltdblP .... 
0 ·' 

lb,, c• f ( ly f cvt r Wd'· • Jllr ,if't' '.t'~ •1 111 rn,q111 cha ,q;» t l '11(' hutld llfl h ld OCCu•rpl] ft'e fr()i I µtdtme'1t h td bt•'ll 

r 'I" 1 J t y Olt' r VV f)(~ ,, "v fl,_,rl"'J>' q "ll' VPnt 1(.·.t1t': th·• q,;•rct, ,nd th» f 1~t fluo• bad been co 11rt"tcu nto two 

' t-' ''f' P(i by ft,;f dl )rt.:: fron' St~(')P ~~tr, it 

Tt ' r I.< • w\<1' }
1

( r r. nrh ·~.1- ) 1 ( ty r !Vl 11 df111i ~ 11 lJ'h.K Ii l, ,)I)(! ·~.n ~ky I~ I.Jiu>' ()•t1Erw1•,tc>, City r <JV( Pl 

f I\" p• 11 1p< i<11J1 111•111 •t .t • 1xti'!11>1 w, I • lJy •t-1 1840 ~were cqvwed •" ~tuct<. 

; : ' ',., ~ 

f> !I tr i1•' l,, ' • ,,.,,.·,q '!lip,• 1 l' td1 <11 thr ,pp1 '"•rtldtl' 'lught if C ity .. <111er"1 b>y Lpµly nq th1· know•1 

if 11, •t•J ll"r !111· t311 ~- (,1 P"111•yl\/Jrlll 'f• '"t PllSIJlCltvt 1r1cl1rdh'd Chdp'~>r Ill dt>Cll>St'> thP,t' 

I p \ h ti l'flr tit' 11! lJ ' cJ •r ll"d ' c m p JIJI Clfl , >b~t'r '111 u' ~ ,uc:. 'l d till' 1 ''l <;,> CP <lilt< ,.'')St''lf'l' 

I 1'., y JI'-

- -
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lllustratmn 10 

J"'• (q,,,) 01·111111l.1<idl.I' 1·1 1 1h·•U..i V'l1.,ry'V' .. ;)1l1"1' bvllucll•1 ~0u ... 1,N> 7 E:ltnKA1 ry 

pn 11<11 p•· J · t> t 'C' tiy P ~. flu\i,l' ' IP ~l C>11q 1111 ii •t" l. Ii• ry Ct lllJJd y ol f'h1'ud1• p 1i <·1 ·~p•mt..'d '1 PhtlaC1etph1a 

r r'1t> ~tlr·)clll( ~\(/£!of I rfl) '"'iPI•, 11'v '\! ct>ol """. ll. it: ~li,tr oc.ll S'l(lt'ty ut p, "rr•y•v 1r1 l, Pt' l.1d0 1Ul'l1c1 1958 

ri r't iu l\IHP "'Q.~',' K' 1 8 

l' ,, , ".!ti f ... L ,th lljl lfl'l • .hi \fl'"'" •' w. 1 t1 J p u ..:de ', v11 w «•1 th.• f 11 s• t: •y l orip •• H 

[J ~ >'•Pt! l l~tl/v,1 

)( I~ y ( .l S I ht 

i1 13. k Al t.y .. ) .. 1 11•1•dul'd •t,~· Pld M«rl"dnts L:C'ttr' Hnu~r. n •it •·Jrl1Pr knowri L1•y f"vrrn 

,. (, 'v r1 )l p W'ltild l1uvf' l>f'Pll d1 .• pl.1y111q 1•< \ 11101< lletr It' l,1ty T JVt'fll 1->.lV nq rift"•' esco•ted 

,, 't '1q I qn '1 ,., ' mtml>F' 11 LC''llJr•'•' fr.i·~ th·• HICJ<' ,r ·~e • '; 1 >''«•'II 10 crno,t ll">te 

k, 'tH8 C "'I t' r 1\1 c 

>ttl I th IH !flt llPJ'1'I I llt>r< ·11(1 

q"f >v th• l"c ll'i<.1 ~1rd1 Jr Acct11111 CO"'lfl,mv. whdP •tic 0wr1t·1~ <0"'1 ·1u··d •o ru ·1 •ht• r 

'.~ ,• •w tl'l"'- I< r y ••• ll "lr••HJ <Juil: .tit !llJ ii ml< Al't.v 

I' L'l1 ip1,·1 I \\f' h I\ ···l ti· Ill Jq '-'~ I I'• 1>tr.1111 i 1 L th•· • ~th .~ .. t v photoqc<pr wh•ch st 0.tVs th" lhmdntl ng 
f 'i,, ~ f p, '1 "'; \ J rP ,t•t t e t-.. r ,, >~~ .. ,-1 hp Cl" t ,, r H.1nk w1li' •h< '"E 1ob·~ c+ th·· l>..i l'i1rg, <1lnr-g ~.ir>k .A.llt?y 

y T •\·I" •;\ 11( ft t 1~ [) \ JI 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·-
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lllmtrat1on 11 

~t, '•'l'llll Pi, "" h qht, f' d'.W' Iv l\J W 011wr [JC I C...ti c ml & \i\i.J'.nc11 St rnJciP for C'1 i< l t'1P1nq 28 M..irrh 18~3 I-urn shel' 

>Br 11Ar.l1t{t1 ~.:1v1•yt.1y·, H "t,J>s2hl\/lur.h18b3 ]'11rc1 $.;rvPvO•;t•lt,Dc>Dt ofP.cblr.WOti<;S C••yof 

PL',·.c.,lphi l\Jf<J:.pt-i10,ti• 1 ~1'1F1c<i~1dPdr..iWl'QtlyP H 81t~heil'• 19/2 

, 1, , I 1111 "'''"', "'Ill<' fi,r Ill• drv• lc>J"' wt•o l 1f>rnol ,11 •d C ty Ll\/trll •,1 1,,11 d J 1.irQl' ofl1te c,t•uctlHl' n ,t< ~te,1d ts 

t !.-1l..,\rd1 ... t 1e t(l liw l"[ Jhtl r•1 >ti pl,;11\ 'f City f. :vtrt1's y.,rd, ci< • ~'•'11tJ:l1S t•w pryc;1r,.I medSLJIPJTlPnt of rt. 

t d>t >/V( ~1 ,Jt-p•r fll:> ''" qh~>(.,I l't. 'qrj )Wrll r .ilt•11CJ f3.iPk Alley ,1pp )rt' ·tly bu " the l'd~l Wd I of hrs ilo•,<e ~tr 1ddl ng tilt' ,Ol'">l 

"'-:t •1r A""' ch~• s1, if q~ 8 t• v1us nll'usured f•om th1, J)rtll'l' ty 111w n thl' rn1ddl' o• the pdrt'y w~ll t.J the 

',,,,•HJ S1 .. , • ti1 .. d1 q l' ,irnpl•tty I t1 • '"<•·rn· •nlH'ri ·q th.it City T wc"n th~lf WJS budt 8' 2 ' 1kCK of th s S£>co'lcl Strr)f't 

rt q I 1,1>11 ,•1" I ""'- "'\Ill <.111 clJ1.' 1c, p, u \1.ith C.1ty T .ivi>•11 Jr'd tlw Yd•d Jt'dr w,,11 nth· . rori»ct 

•'<·.: t '"'t st ptl~,t ( 

N, t• 1• 11- .,,. •1·.,_ ,, qt ti'' \'v'J' l c J T rn t' r· Hunk A l'''t 1 •cl1~<1•1··,4 the drd1fld(ji. p!lle'I' of thE ol'ey <llld rt, 

ln\d ~ fh I" 1 • 14 I. t t 1> icl-. ")f" tht St•r c ncl St et•t JHr1p1•1 •y 11'1( IS c.lso >lOll'O ori the 1801 S\l'v"y 

'-:.' ~ ' I ( . f 

rh l•' • <1 •ll• l' •• dtt> if R 1111< A t•y .!'1d 11, <1df'\'vJIKS r t~1 s 181J3 surv•'Y 1 ,,Gout .i foot w ~lcr tbon till' tOtdl CJ1rnPns1ons 

·;,'I' 1, ·~, 18)1 , 1 v'"r ~h < ri lfpr' .r •ml;' IH' expld n1d 11 :h.i• ttw qardcn w.i .I of •tit 1H:\'v Bc1n'< Of PennsylvJllld mdy 

,,, • ,.-1h1v» 'w.,11 •n.1 t 1 1 1801, •. 11d •he d1rnLl15 011, rn 1y •eltrct only d •equl,lt O" p•opl'r'y • nP, >Ntierc..;~ th~ 18S'3 st.rvt'y 

l Iv' ,,,.,,, n,, i,o111 l t.• th• f,H.l .it"'' Adil 111ll not lt't pr0pertv IH'l' H.,!J<ird'•»S, ,i, City Twt>rn 1~ tr) bl' prP>(f1tt'lf 

,. 1B•t1 ( . •,, . y r It.' J, >i 1111< Al ('I tMc>t,!v J'I St ) 11.i' ,Jltt• id',' lJnl 11 't'l'CJfl<l'\ICtrd with :hp 1801, eJ•ltt>St kl'O\oill, 

1 ' v r' n:" , , ,r1' .-l, iw "!-' \JHP l'-JD i044B ,t>e1•t jA of l> 58 19f)IJ) 

•• - - - - .. - - - - - - - -
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lllustr<1t1011 12 

n 1nh t >1_1 1 cl th• l ,in 1nt 'lll t ''•l Ii.Hi~ cl Pf ,,,.·vlv 1n1J ().- q1 '.?I pt1'1!0qri;.:ih n tl'P rol,tct on 

' " . ( \I t \ft. 1. p r, .. ,, 111 1 v co' 'Pll'v c 1 Phi c'''":ph ,; '.\JPS '1l'g1t1v• H,~, >r1c: St;UdlHt 

'ii ) 

T t'l·_ ,• t' l IC •""ti I th"' h 11'.j "Cl ,r.o»r ll whdt ,< 'C'W lrid»ppr,cJpr,cn l\Jdt.0r;<1f H1~tC'' tdl PJrk 

. . 11 ,,._Cf >•I"' " ,1 •• ,, ~l 

fll I t I • , )I 

H l , .. W"''" w ll1dll p. vt>cl t, 1d r(cent y t)("r; :0r11 doV11n tpe~hJps ,onw vf 1t~ r>'1YJn l"t 

,, t ,• f I l in·,1- t t r ik 1 'U fi't"' Op;l• k. 011 tlw Wt' ,t ,·dt' o 1 ')P ·nnd Strei>t tht' 8dnk of 

F •11 v l. 1 d \: l. ht 1 ii •,111""' •'<' 1· It•> tilt' ll·J' "1 1'11 lf!•h < Jc'lllf_'\ L •'qJn hri.isP h,1<l l.!•u1 cori~1dc,1.ibly ·e"ov,i••!rl .it ' 

f1 "' 1 11 ' ( 

J ·11,· ,,, 'P •tu 

H1 \" " 

Pl HI tit ,I '. u l f h . .t: t ( f ( Od {)I Pd·q 1·•d vdlf'l<h A I tlw vl'I y I 1qh f Ill II <11'' Llf !hf 

)' tll R 1t,' I f- trlt 

U) · 1 1d 'LH 't t ft"'· 

h i1,,' w• 1cb ct II >tone!> f3•'vt~'1d •he L O<j.Jll ho..isP 10-.>nH the rwvvly b·; I! 

l• lljl llul (.Dock SH,•t't I) t>i'l'dE'd oil tilt' .inqt» bu1'd1• q~ twyo•rd •hf:> 

» HH t I f' A 11 •· ,ci.ttl , 1 ttw B,11'k. ,,,, ·o , f1111k /l,1lt y. I ,,HJeck•!<I with 1 wh1tr- nurhte ,culµtarec1 mlltif ind 

11 • l .• ~ '·I II •t ''•.C•' -~t11ct· I 'I.I trt•ll City I .!VI I l 

,, "" • t :~111 1 rh · .i: •: 1 111• itr ... HP p,•q,,• "'' 128/J h .. v•' lwL"n o•w 0i thE kt, . .,,, tel<-'~' rn 1t111q t'ie h('1qht 

t,\• H< •t. •fl• qhr ·-t. T1P '" rh pt tilt H.111~ of P •nri,yh .. 11''1 1 d1,11vrd from I lu ,trJtrors 4 dr•d 5 prc;)t'C 'elf 

•fl,• I"' pt I ,, if 'IH • ptlf"'•Ql<JJJ'' flw,1 hp1qll' > VVl'I-' !ht'll I •:ett':j lO th!' loft ofi1ce budtlnq, ~t lllrl'fl9 cllong 

•t1t 11i1 ,!.' >' P, k Al11" A I,,•: tll· ,,. "'mr fr,fi u 1f l '' li.1 td11•q 1011•,d' rn till' 1839 r11noqraph (lllu~t1 Jt10P 10) 

.. •1, .... .i "' f 'y r ,; 1 ( I •l,1• hl-'1qll' 1111,,•r •-1011 (, 4 •lw~.· t.11··t1nqs • 11'1 l11• ro•npJr1•c1 I,> rlu tw1qht of C.ty T d~l·r 
t t,, t r, : 11 
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ltlustrat1on 13 

'):'t ,t ( f,l\i• ''' llu• nq ·u!ll'lt r•·rn· • .,! f1"nw111q :11f' 11'-molit'C'' of llw Lirgp 51',Hn.111',. l11 llt1•tt. t1ut1d1nq loll de\1'iopm»nt 

, 1• I nlr p!'iHI"· N.it•n11,J Hi,101 ,, 11f'1:~ :n 19f1B 

:•1 .• t1• 1pli, hv P1"ll'l,JP• II 1•f\tw •u !NIH' ·•uJ.1!1v" "i110llA .md [i'100C .ind 5500[) 

Tlk ." p! <·' ···1· •l•t1 dt •non,•r.111: 1h.11 !h1·11· . l•ltrl ch 1.oc" fcl' •h1• .•.11v•v1I c1f City 1 avern', pPrimP1"r CPll;11 waifs .md 

. ;ric1,•' c ri, .' h· ·· 'orn1krl'd tc· t1r .1w nq NHP IND UJ(l ·J1PPI 10 1·1 Sr•ct1nn VIII The al>ovt' rlr<1w1nq show~ •ha~ City T.iver11's 

.,1t V\.;• 1r.p:1 "''v 1·11·1i.l'1 d hv 1. 1 1rqrr !r:p!.11»1111·1:1 .ind 11w w,jll\ .ind window upe1•111q·, n• thPs•' ph<ltoqrJphs 1ppJr1•1i•iy 

.... " hw•r p,1•!•111',":v f,., th· 1·1·v1, I 11<1•·: tr111'tu1r wrth11ut 1•H"•H111ir.1t•nq .ny of Crty T .iw·1n\ f.il1r11 

I 1 I>• , . ,111: • 1, '" •• ,1 I • h Jt ,~, • • t' µu 1 t ,,.n,mnwnc1 ~ .ir c hPoloq" .ii k'' t rnq lw done wr th the h'JPL th al port :o:: ~ ·if the 

;: 11•, d•,;1: , v1r ,,,., ~vsr.>:ro ,if C.1-,. T.i1rd" rr,.;v y1•t sd11i1v1· unckr tht• \ldt'W.llk~ 

I• . It fllllli•"'1d1•rf 11 .. :t d tl''"I ti .. I (,l)fl.j. l 1'>\(.,l'v ltl!)ll w,.,~ for the ll'(<lll\!ruct1'Jll of r'1t,' T dVP'll II' ,Jrcl1('Qloqht 

'" 11·; ti tr' I i.1 , 1•1c~ ,t"v pc. .• di:t· .. ,,1.i111:iq '1 aq111,•1:h :1! Crty f 1vPrn µrivv p•t . 1..::P pits. well,,, 01 ~ul> cell.irs. The 

ihn;;t d•.:>'11:nq l,1. h"~ , '" lwn1.1111 dPtdrl co:npJrrnq thl' d1?pths of ·,uch p.ts c>f oth(·f' h1~tor1c ;tructur,•s rn Ph:!adelphtd 

"·"h th·' l<nl•v.'I <Jo>pth "'!he '''"''"'''which rt1 pl.11uf Crty r JV•'lll Tht~ dr!cnl dernon.,:r,Jtl'S thP ICdl po~s1brl1ty of >uch 

V· 1: th . I rt~· f :Vl'll\ '.ti•· J l,1· f,11 t tt:..t (1•H· · ,,, h fr.tCjflll'llt W.l~ .l( tu,JllV fuunc! lltlr!flCJ lilP ldlJbfE. 1l'l11ovcll SllOW!l 

•-••. r 1:~> .. .,, tP!11•• H:•· pc,f1 P'' ii ,,,11,•1 rt, ,('f)\fl'f ,.,, F '" I cir;! II), llll ,,1 !he p•t found '>f'•' St' !10!1 IV. nf'(OIT11Tll'll>la!IOns 
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ADDENDUM NO. 1 

I 11 exam in mg Cl pre 1849 photogr Jph taken from the steeple of 

I ndeperidenct. Hdll loo!... i r'g edst over whdt ic, now lndepenrlPncP Ncti011a1 

Historic al P.irk. it was found thdt indeed City T.ivern had been iecordecl 

ill leac:;t onu' by photogrdphy. The view (incorrectly ldbeled "North View") 
w.is tdke1, by the "pdtent Tulbotype process by W. & F. Langenheim, 216 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. and 247 BroJdway. N. Y." The original 
.)urv1ves tn pnnt form, cropped within Cl circle' 2 '.i inches in diameter, dt the 
Mt!>soun Histo1 ical Socrt.ty, and in copy neqattve form at Independence 
Ndttt..>nd! ~~istorical Pdrk, No. 2099 

In the b.ic.kground of the view, the roof and north side of City Tavern 

is '"t'COgnilcJblt! iust to th~ south of the Bank of Pennsylvania As a check on 

thr volume of our rf construct1on, our 1mmed1<.J1e COPcern upon this discovery 

wds to ust> tht:' perspective of the photogrc>ph to reldte the known he1gt1ts of 

Pearby bu11dinqs to thE roof of City T dVt rn. 

Br('~ l.se trese 5tructures $tOod some 1,600 fee\ fr >r"'l the camera und their 

II cJQt1 S re S01llt:.Whdt l'ldt<;t1'1Ct, WC enl, rged the CifC.lllar photoqrapr to only 
11 inches ,q dr<lrnetl r 50 .iS 11ot to cau5e further d1'itort1oq. 

A i ,11 lldl 1..werlc1'y rd thl'i pl OtOQrdph 15 included llPrl to rlernoP'itfdk 
ti•(' H'.t" p perspective prO(.(.')') wh1-.l-i V\(' .i~rd 1n rclatinq City Tt1verl' to the 

~ 1 t'Vll'' 1-i• 1ql,ts of both the Pt'1 ,aelµht1 l\~erchdnts f:xc'iange .ind the Bank of 

P r Pc,11.; 'u Thr. d1'fere'l<:ec; 1..., grc1de ,,f t'dl h build.riq wert> determinet' bv d 

" po' c ,11J c·.•v<.1tHH'S '>L'r'P'•Pcl by th• Phil.irielph1t1 DeP<lr•nent of Streets. 

Btc.il <.• t 1 1· d 1 "ttrl1"t' ,>f th llht>ttlllrdPh 1~ 'ld' j 't•I tu Cl-iP<tn.it 
:r··• t r ., VV.Jr 1t.t c-,trc•"• .ir c1 pnp• r do .,1,ir tu ttie, ross str..,etc; .. nd the r ver. 

t 1'• ·" w •Uld Ip l ) d• r d ,r 0111:' p rt Pl''SI PC t111 Tht>r('f )rp b~· PStdbllsh1"q 

1 11-.t rici P" r ' io;.r q tht• r1.> if l1'lt<; u1 :h• 11,rt'Q'(r .ncJ buildll'cl<; 

l. 1 po•'1 t1 \. '11· 1Pof I , .. , • th drc; ·rt v,'11c;h t 1 l~P .t• 'f' µ0111t 

ll> t' I t o' t'Jl ' ) d 1 d \'\,I ,to [ fl I( t 

t t' . . l " P• 

P111lttt11 •"'' 1 l111h•lcr,u•t11lly 11• ! •ll'Sut !h'"'PllH 

t t •I l•, ti w.i I 1• (,I / ~ ,j\- fll 11 , . . I th ' l.th £ 1 d ,. "u· rnc'f r dqt') 

-~-

....................... _. _____________ . ________ _. 



4. As the south wall of Citv Tavern in plan 1s the same distance away from 

Walnut Street dS the center line of the Merclwnts Exchange LarHt1rn (i.e., •liey 

an~ in the sa:-i1e µlmP), prf)ject from the vanishrng point the vertical roof 

height at City Tavern'-; south wJll to the centerline of the Merchnnts Exchanqe 
Lantern. 

5. The distance between the two po•nts intersected on the centerline 

can then be proportionately related to the known parts of the lantern and 

thereby establish the roof height of City Tavern at + 16 feet 

6. The upper of these points intersected the bd'ttom o1 the Merchants 

Exchdnge L,mtcrn which is+ 56 feet above grdde. Knowing that City Tavern's 

Seco11d Street grade was 1 % to 2 foet higher than the Merchants Exchange Deck 

Street grade, the roof peak of the tavern can be calctilated at+ 54 feet high. 

7. As a furthe1 check closer to the center of the perspt.>ct1ve, draw 

two verticals nt the eJst d'•d west facade roof peaks of the Bank of 
Pennsylvania. 

8. A5 the center of the north fdcJde of City Tavern is not far awav 
from the plane of the Ban~ oi Pennsy1va'11a east t c1cade, proiect horizontdlly 

the City Tavern cornice level until 1t intersects tile vertical centerline of 

the Bank of Pennsylvania easr pediment. Project this intersection from the 

vanishing point until 1t intersects the west gable vert1cdl centerlrne. Reldte 

this point to the measured elevation of the Bank of Pennsylvania by 8 H. 
L.:-trobe (lllustrc1tion No 5). Tim point rs -t 43 feet above grade dt the Ban~ 

Add the: feet of the lower grc1dc at City T dvern d'1d thf' cornice of Cny 

Tavern sh0uld then he"!".. 45 feet high 

The d1screpdncy 1n the results of these two proofs pornts out the l.ick 

of rPl1Jb1lrty of obtc1in.ng pxc.1ct me<Jsurements from this photog1aph Becousi.> 

of •i1e drstdnre anrl poss1bit> len<; dr'itcirt1on of the bu1ldirg5 under cons1derc1t1on. 

the. discovery oi this phr>tograph has 01 Iv approx mateh1 proved thdt t~e 

rec on •ruc•ed height of City Tavern 15 reJl1st1c 
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