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left to right
1gt It John Sumerfield, Commmications 0fficar
1st Lt Elmer N. Carlson, Ad jutant
Capt Lambert J. Fichner, Executive Officer
Major Rodney Re Wilder, Commanding Cfficer
Capt Albert Re Tioloott, Operations Officer
Capt Robert S. Rieh, Ass't Operations Officer
1st It Randolph M. Dincan, Ass't Armament Officer

Back Row = lsft to right .
1:1‘- 1t John E. Adams, Jrey Ags't Se2
1st 1t Hemry H. Lorch, Aes't S-2
Caph Ambross M. Richardson, JXas

¥nj James F. Gavin ggm
apt 114arn Grial

" S e
opd 14 Dloyd Be Crumb, Ass't Enginesring 0fficer

Capt Ross B. Seeton, Armament Officer
1:?1& Gilbert S. Ballance, Supply Officer
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380th .
BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON
310th 1 July 1942 to
BOMBARDMENT GROUP 1 Jamuary 1943
(Medium)
ARMY AIR FORCES

"OUR ORIGIN"

Meny miles have gone by, many days have come and gone, and many
Army Post Office numbers have been changed since March 1, 1943, when General
Order Number 15, was published at Fort George Wright, Washington, activating
the 309th Bombardment Group, which was later to be changed to the 310th.
Bombardment @roup (Medium). Fourteen more days elapsed before the order was
finally carried out, this time the sceme being layed in the southwest, at
Tuscon, Arizona, Here the mysterious ways of the Army came into use, trans=
ferring the entire group, without personnel to Jackson Army Air Base, Jackson,
Mississippi.

Another portien of the country then added their flaver to the forming of the
group, when the cadre was formed from the 22nd Bombardment Group at Huroc Lake,
California, January 22, 1942 and immedistely packed up all personnel, equipment
and started the long trek to Langley Field, Virginia, Their stay in the land

of the "Cavaliers" was shart-lived, as they entrained again, this time for
Jackson Army Air Base, on March 5.

Here, under the title, the 309th Bombardment Group, the men came umder the
commeénd of Lieutenant-Colonel William C. Lee, who held this portion until April
20, Another train ride greeted the personnel of the Group this same day, but it
was only & short distance this time, tekéthg them to Key Field, at Meridian, Miss.
Here another new commanding officer greeted the boys, Lt. Col. Flint Garrison Jr.,
and it was but nine days later that a "big change" came over things and found

the original 309th Bombardment Group becoming the 310th Bombardment Group, and the
original 310th, also doing the "vise versa" act.

It was here in the deep south that the 380th Bombardment Squadron first saw
the light of day on May 11, when Lt. Homer G. Crowden assumed command, and B-25's,
a North American product became cur "babies."™ His term in office was also short
lived when another train trip confronted the group and on May 16, depositéd them
at Columbia Army Air Base, Columbia, South Carolina,

Arriving in the "heart of the Confederacy" the group proved quite nil of
officers wntil the assignment of Cathelie Chaplain Walter J. Poynton, who has
remained with the fromt ranks of the group since that time. On May 19, Captain
James A, Plant assumed command of both group and squadron, wntil additional officers
were found to relieve him of his many duties,

The following day, Lt. Earl E. Batten, now Captain and flight leader, became
the new squasdron commander, and except for a brief period of detached service when
relieved by Lt. Herndon M. Jeemsonne, remaéined in command wntil July 28, The
morning of June 17, 1943, found ancther chenge in Group Commanders, with Lt. Col.

Anthony G. Hunter, present commanding officer, teking over the reins from Captain
Plant,
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(continued) . 310th Bombradment Gp.

Disaster first struck locally on July &, when Captain Plant was
killed night flying near Smithfield, North Carclina, along with three members
of the squadron, Staff Sergeents, Arlyn Gustofson, Joseph Schmidt, and Louis
Turner. _ \

Only July 28, the reins of the squadron changed hands cnce again,
receiving their present commending officer, Lieut. Roadney R, Wilder, now
Captain, who was a member pilet of the Tokyo raid of April 18. The job of
First Sergeant seemed to have the only permanenmt standing with Sherman R. Ray,
holding the position at Jackson Air Base, Key Field and Columbia, But this
permanent position did not seem to lest for him as he was replaced on June 7,
Ey Daniel B, 0'Loughlin, who reigned but & short whidd, being replaced August
23 by Milten S. Davis, the presemt "top-kick" due to O'Loughlin's appointment
to Officer Candidate Schook at Miami Beach, Florida,

14, found the group once again on the move, this time for a
short jaunt to open the new Army Air Base at Walterboro, South Carolina, Here
the squadron got their first touch of how to live alome, whether they like it
or not. Stoves proved to be holes carved in the ground, covered with sheet metal,
& shower was nothing more than & pipe strung between two trees, which only worked
while the man thet needed it was also working. Another feature of the base,
worthy of Ripley, was the maxim that it wes ome of the few spots "where a person
might steand in mud to his hips and be choked to desth by the dust.” The road
from the Squadren area to the "line" proved to be & testing ground for jeeps, while
the line itself "sported" grass for a period of 10 days.

Livings quarters proved to be marvelous and a welcome plsce at night,
A title building with a concrete floor, proved to be castles, while the glow of
a lightaing bug would dim the "Mazdas" mmng in the center. Despite this modern
way of living, action began in a big way #ith the full share of pilots and admin-
istrative officers joining the squadron here. Work proved to be the main attraction
with equirment of 2ll sizes and descriptions being marked, packed, issued and then
returned, The famous Army style of "Latrine~-O-Gram" first began to ereep about,
shortly after arrival here, that soon we would be enjoying the Z "main show".

This time the rumor proved to have foundation and the members of the
squadron scon found their names listed in one of three categories, Air, Ground, or
Flight echelon. August 28, found the Air Echelen aboard train headed off for Fort
Dix, New Jersey, and from there, but a patter of rumor.

The folleowing composed the Air Echelon:

Lt. Fred C. Ross, Jr., Commanding, Capt. Williem G. Gridley, Capt,
Attulio D, Puppel, Lt. Gilbert S. Ballance, Lt. Bobert M. Brown, Lt. Hareld J.
Gilchrist, Lt. Walter E. Hicks, Lt. Henry H. Loreh, It. Lloyd L. Porter, It.
Ambrose M. Richardson, Lt. Norman L. Toenjes and Lt. Mohn E, Wright.

Master Sergeant Eugene E. Eoekstra, Tech Sgts Sammuel B, Alexander, George
L. Dent, Devern Nance, Harold H, Piper, Henry C. Seiffort and Paul F. Schreiber.
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1 January 1943

Staff Sergeants Alexander A, Bocskay, Frank L, Brady Jr,, Marshall G, Deakin,
Williem J, Glynn, William E, Maggiore, Franklin H. Peck, Vernon D, Severy and
John H, Smith.

Sergeants Walter E, Harris, Kenneth M, Jones, leonard D, Langston, Joseph P.
Maikites, Puhrman P, Miller, William H. Sesgle, Cyril L. Thomas and Raymond H,
Whitworth.

Corporals John J. Coppola, Louis G, Hetzel, William S. Jolnson, John B. Sparrow
and Clare L. Swanstrom. :

Privates Fred X, Fear, Harold N, Hart, Soren J. Juul and Robert F, Sarchet,
Private First Class Theodore Kroes.

Seven deys of rumor, equipping and rushing back and forth to New York City via
that "Chattanooga Choo=~Choo" that left the Pennsylvania station each morning
"about a quarte" till four quickly pessed and "0 D!'s" were hurriedly brought
into use. Officers without ingignia on their shoulders and with "rank" stick-
ing proudly from their flight caps greeted us, Scon the question was answered
and the 380th swung into line,

The night of September 4, proved quite mysterious and amidst the dark of Jersey's
swamps the squedron moved by train to the land of the "beloved bums" and boarded
a Staten Island ferry., Sleep was very much in demand, despite the two hour period
gpent on the railway station at Fort Dix, and many & soldier was found next morn-
ing with a large oil stain upon his field jacket, transferred there from the floor
of the ferry boat.

Suddenly looming out of the gray harbor mists, was the hulk of a large ocean liner,
and almost immediately the ocean=wise laddies offered their chamnces as to what it
was, Some were right and some were wrong but 60 minutes later we were hurriedly
climbing the gang-plank to board the "Queen Mary," Quarters were quickly assigned
with the officers crowding nine into 2 gingle statercom and sixteen into & double,
The enlisted persomnel were placed downsteirs, which proved but a daily exercising
period as they changed about each 24 hour period and took their turn, sleeping on
the open deck. Three o'clock the same afternoon found the boat leaving the harbor
and the "Statne of Liberty" never looked bigger or brighter,

Things aboard the "Queen Mary" were not too bad, discounting life boat drill, Each
efternoon the officers were gradually introduced to their first English tea period.
Two meals a day were handed out while at night the boys counted off and the odd
pumbers inhaled while the even numbers exhaled. Rumors proved as thick aboard ship
and anywhere else but outside of the continual twisting and turning to avoid any
"Jerries" the trip proved umeventful and quite mystifying. The weather at times
was warm and then cold and compasses showed that we had probably covered half of the
north Atlantic in our meandering,

The morning of September was a very welcome one &s the green hills of Scotland ceme
into view. Our first airplane secemed to meke several homesick as a "Catalina" fly-
ing boat hove into view. Our first view of the famous "Spitfires" proved quite thrill
ing as they "buzzed" the boat and eircled, wings showing bright colors in the glist-
ening sun.
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But a few short hours after anchoring in the "Firth of Clyde", between
the twin cities of Gourock and Greenock, the first taste of action hove into view.
A German plane anxiuos to find out the mysterivus stranger that hed just arrived
attempted to come over but "flak" from & neighboring hill drove him back, Barrage
balloons also came into view giving us our first sight of what was to become &
very familiar scene., Our stay aboard ship that evening proved quite uneventful
and the following morning found us aboard a small ferry boat heading for land,
A tea room for soldiers proved gquite interesting while waiting for the train but
&n attempt to use our solid coin failed, as the proprietor would accept cnly local
mintage, An hour's wait passed quickly and soon we were aboard our first compart-
ment trains, moving east across this fortified island, welcoming us with big smiles
and victory signs. Our first stop at Glasgow was a pleasing one as the English
proved "Johnny on the spot" with an eversize helping of hot tea, coffee and rolls,
The night's ride south found us anxiously pressing our faces against the compartment
windows, watching the searchlights jump from object to object, but nothing occurred
to write heme about.

The following morning found us at Homersfield, but where cutside of England
that might be proved quite mystifying until the baggage master, through his rich
"cockney" accent enlightened us, English lorries proved quite helpful and soon we
had passed through six miles of beautiful English countryside and had reached Hard-
wich, "Where is Hardwick" was the next inquiry and the answer, "in Suffolk, near
Bungey" was such that it did not enlighten us. Dispersal just means dispersal to
an Englighman who has been walking or @iding a bicycle most of his vears so the 380th
was hurriedly moved to site number one, exactly one mile from the mess hall, This
proved to be the case until two months later when site four, bescame our resting place,

The English system of warning the countryside of an air raid was learned in
& few seconds that evening, when the phone rang and the word "hello" brought the
quick answer, "air raid warning, purple." Nothing happemed, but an entirely new
glant on the way things would be run from now on, was readily agreed to, Two days

later, due to special training Lieut. Ross was replaced as commanding officer by
Capt, Gridley,

While the Air Echelon was getting its first taste of a 1ife on the ocean wave,
the flight echelon also proved to be on the move s leaving Walterboro on the sixth
of September and heading North, stopping at Westover Field, liass,, where they found
new North American B-25's awaiting them,

The Flight Echelon was composed of the following:

Captaing Rodney R, Wilder and Barl E, Batten and Its » Howard A, Sessler,
Cecil D, Amick, Charles M. Barnwell, John D. Coffey, Lawrence Cometh, Henry L. Cro=-
martie, Jr., James J. Dent Jr., Dean H, Draemel, Clyde L, Grow, Psul R, Hall, Jr.,
William G. Holmes, Jack W, Hubbard, Arnie J., Huffman, Robert C, Kanods, Robert 4,
Lacy, Ernest W, Liverman, Frederick F, Loomis and Robert J. MeCormick.

(continued)
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OVERSEAS DUTY IN 380th Bomberdment Sq 1 July 1942 to
MERRIE ENGLAND 310th Bombardment Gp 1 January 1943

‘ Jemes I. Miller, David Moir, Warion L. Picklesimer, Robert S. Rich, David A,

! Saclmoff, Carroll A, Santos, Jr., Robert P. Schisler, Fred A. Shersher, Robert J.
Sours, Donald H, Smith, Edward H, Steger, Jr., Barl L. Stutts, Allan §. Thomas,

I Melvin E. Timmerman and Albert R. Walcott.

Master Sergeants James F. Gallagher, Winifred E, Greene, Carl Leonard,
Eernest I, Nash and Peter J, Sienkiewlcz.

Technical Sergeants Gerald F. Cole, James A, Gimnn, Antonio Gonzales, Frank
Gularte, Raiford B, Hill, Frank P, Kelley, David L. Richardsom, Robert M, Shambaugh,
Julius M, Simon, Eldon M. Smith, Reginald O, Sprod, Richard L, Westline, and Arnold
S. Wolk.

. Staff Sergeants Byron J. Caldemeyer, Ray L. Comrad, Rey E. Cook, John 4,
Dackiewicsz, Francis E, Donahue, Robert E, Dowling, William J. Erpelding, Clarence R.
Gardner, Clarence B, Helmsing, Herbert Huffman, Andrew J. Janickli, Alexander J.

Jarzynka, Welter E. Jagtrzemski, Alfred S, Jensen, Harry H. Kechter, Paul E, Kessler,

Elton T. larsen, Anthony Leanza, Byron F, Link, Albert D, Links, Jake S, Lively,
Kenneth R. Longrie, Edward E. Mcimthur, David E. MeCaig, Walter JMC Cennell, Palmer
C. Melhus, Albert J, Meyer, Robert J. Mount, Williem D. Redding, Alfred J. Szozesniak,
George E, Tabor and John A, Williams,

Sergeants Robert L., Bennett who wes later transferred, John J. Grace, Joserh
Kobasa, Cleyton D. Lea, Fred Lindsay, George H, Mell, Edward H. Nichols, and John
L, Pintar.

Privetes Edward D, Barbieri, Charles M. Belmer, Earl B, Willis and Charles Bello.

First to leave for the leng Atlantic haul, which would make him eligible for

the world-famous "Short Snorter Club" was Lieut, Robert J. McCormick, accompanied by

. Ideut. Col. Anthony G, Hunter, Group commender, Leaving Westover Field September 25,
the first stop was Presque Isle with another long trip to Goose Bay in Labrador before
the gas trucks egain went to work., Heeding north again "B,W, 1." in Greenland checked
in our "two-bitsy" and frem there ice filled water passed below as Reikiavik, Iceland
met our wheels next. Heading south again Prestwick, Scotland became another refueling
base and then the plane came home once more, landing at Hardwick. It was but a matter
of hours until more planes taxied up to their dispersal points and soon the squadren
was near capacity.

A phase of special training was undergone here with the pileots and radio
operators learning the British radioc system, while the airplanes got their first test
at the hands of some of the Royal Air Foroefa finest, when Spitfires, Mustangs and
Hurricanes" visited the Base for a game of "serial tag," Both tesms were well pleased
with the results. .

Mud proved tc be another nuisance at Hardwick, and although local residents
gtated that it was the dryest county in England, the majority of the boys wondered as
to whether or not they meant beer or water. "A jolly good bunch of blokes" was the
general opinion of the squadren, despite the war limits on hospitality handed out by
the natives.

CONFIDENTIAL
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ATR RAID 380th Bombardment Sq 1 July 1942 to
310th Bombardment Gp 1 January 1943

It was a "bolt from the blue" thet gave the Squadren their "first baptlism
of fire" on October 19, 1942, at 1127 hours. Air Reid warnings had first reached
the Base at 0800 hours that morning and were continually flashing on and off as
the Royal Observer Corps kept us well informed. In and out of the gun-pits was to
be the main work of the day and at approximately 112/ hours an air raid warning
"white" was flashed across the Post. The gunners climbed from the gun pits and the
remainder breathed & sigh of relief, But it was a short sigh. Coming oub of the
east, flying low was one of "Aldoph's finest," a Junkers '88, and from its wing
racks dropped four 1,000 pound bombs. A machine gun from the rear cockpit was spray-
ing the field from behind, Four loud booms, so close together they sounded as cne,
rent the mossy silence and up in a bundle of debris, fleated the crew room.

Holes were torn in the hangars, 50 feet away and other pieces of shrapmel
ripped through buildings and roofs at & distance of 300 feet, Excitement reigned
supreme but "Jerry" left in as fast & manner as he arrived and news stories the foll-
owing morning, stated that "Spitfires" of Fighter Command hed been waiting end had
intercepted him on the way home.

This bombing gave the Group & distinet honor, that of being the first Ameri-
can Air Bage ever to be hombed by the Nazis,

First individual honors for being bombed went to Lieut. Ambrose M. Richardson,
T/Sgt. Henry C. Seiffert, S/Sgt. Kenneth M. Jones and Corporals Fred K. Fear and John
Sparrow, This bombing occurred the same morning but an hour earlier in the city of
Norwich, when the men listed above were at a local concern., The only bomb dropped
destroyed & shoe factory less than a block away, while machine gun bullets had the
crowd guessing for quite a few minutes, ee they stood in the center of a highway inter-
section, anxiously looking for a bomb shelter. "Fighter Command" also amnounced that
a Dornier 217 that had raided an Bast Anglican town had been shot domn over the channel.
This report made everyone happy.

Stories concerning the raid on the Base ranged from "how I saved the day" te
the prize one describing the front of an Officer's uniform, decorated with the dark
¢lay that had formerly been the bottom of a drainage ditch., One casualty was chalked
up to the visitor, a piece fo shrapnel in the knee of one of Erin's fast moving (when
the tea truck comes into sight) workers.

In the field of special training the Intelligence Staff also went to scheol,
seven days under competent instructors at Heathel and this was followed by & week as
guests and "lookers-on" at Royal Air Force Statlons.

Blackouts became & nightly part of the Sguadron and many a lamp post of "ye
Merrie Olde England" has been scarred by the teeth of amember of the 380th Squadron,
as he attempted to feel his way down the street. Surprises were many when blackout
time arrived and meny of the boys were pleased, while many received disappointments,
when the fair young maiden they had met in the dark, first lbbked up and smiled in
the smoke perfumed air of a local "pub." Bomb shelters also proved to be "nolt =0
good to egleep in" when the local hotel rooms were filled, but the American idea of
fitting in any place stood them in good stead.

GORFIDENTIAL
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HELLU AFRICE 380th Bombardment Sq 1 July 1942 to
310th Bembardment Gp 1 Jenuary 1943

This 1ife of training, running to town, looking for mail from home and cursing the
weather wnt on without interruptions until late in October, when rumor again spread
its ugly winge over the Bese, to the effect that we would soon be on the move again.

Once again the rumors proved to have a background and on the night of Nov. §,
the first priority of the Air Echelon moved out umder secret orders. The group was
composed of Captains William G, Gridley and Attillio D, Puppel, Lieutenants Lloyd L.
Porter and Fred C, Ross Jr., Master Sergeant Eugene Hoekstra, Technical Sergeant
Franklin H, Peck and Staff Sergeant Kenneth M. Jones. Leaving Hardwick by motor
transprt they moved to Dise where they bosrded a train and the following morning found
themselves in London for & well earned lunch. From the heart of the capital, they
again entrained, heading south-west, and arriving in Ringwood, Sussex the morning of
November 7. Once again English lorries came into use, moving them the same day to the
Ibsley Airport., Here they remained until the night of the 14, wondering and sweating
out theilr next move., Things began to look even more mystericus this night as they
were again "whisked away” for & distance of 20 miles to the Hurn Airport, Amid the
gloom of an Englieh night they loaded into Douglas C-47's, and at (220 hours, Hov. 15,
they left the gorund with no idea as to their final destinatiom,

Daylight seemed to come early and en uneventful triip cmae to aclose at 1220
hours the same day, when the plane settled to a stop at the Gazes Airport (Air France)
at Cagablanca., Here hangars were their home until November 18 when busses moved them
to Mediouna Alrport about 25 kilomecters from Casablance. Here on the morning of Nov.
19, familiar faces began to show themselves and soon an "hellc" from one side =fw to
enother was bringing the boys together again, The long-aweited advence group of the
Ground Echelon had arrived amxdously awaiting for their "ring-side" seats for the
"bigrest show on earth,”

Moving the time of our story back a month the second pricrity of the Air
Echelon, composed of Lieutenant Ambrose M. Richardson, Technical Sergenats Frank L.
Brady Jr., and George L, Dent, and Staff Sergeants Claire L, Swanstrom, Cyril L.
Thomas, Leonard D, Langston and William J. Glyon, had packed and on the night of Nov.
6, just one full day after the First Friority had "pulled stakes", left Hardwick for
Camp Jacks Buch near Salisbury, Here they remained for a week and on November 13,
arrived at Ibsley Airport cn the southwest coast of England. Five more days passed
by and on the night of the 18 they boerded tramsport planes for an unknown destinatiom,

The following morning found them at Port Lyautey and immediately upon arrival
loaded into motor transperts and left for Oranm, the harbor eity of French Algeria.
0dd jobs of all types proved to be their tasks while there and on November 30, they
left for iledimuna wheee they joined the First Priority group.

] .
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Jumping back to the "States" to locate the Ground Echelon, we find them still
waitinf for orders at Walterboro, South Carolina., Their wait was short and on Septem~-
ber 18, they packed bag and baggage and took a short trip north-west, unloading this
time at Greenville Army Air Base, South Cerolina, Cme month to the day later, after
living the "Life Of Rielly" for thie period, the Ground Echelon split into tow groups:
the Ground Echelon and the Rear Echelon.

The following composed the Ground Echelen:

Lieute Lambert J. Eichmer Jr., commanding, John E. Adams Jr., Randolph M.
Duncan end foger J. Shouvlin,

First Sergeant Milton S. Davis, Technical Sergeant James A, Warmen, and Staff
Sergeants Paul W, Glass, Malcolm L, Heavin Jr., James W. Maddox, Frank P, Oliver, John
Shipferling, Henry I, Spidel and Edward J. Sweeny,

. Sergeants Elmer R. Broedwater, Jr., Francis J, Clark, Warren W, Wmerson, Joe-
. seph W. Fairley, Louis M. Jackson, Leon C. Kilessewski, Jobn H, Marvig, Jack C. Meays,
~ Gecrge P, licCabe, Alva M. McDowell, Howard E. McGlasson, Leland C. Mecomber, George
E. Muss, Huey Nickens, John E, Nolze, Roy H. Ostilie, Samuel Pickett, Elmer E, Richards
Robert L. Rogers, Carl W, Roy, Solomon L. Rubin, Russell H, Shafer, John Sikera, Carl
L. Tate and John P. Walsh,

Corporals Samuel R. Berry, Melville H. Corbin, Jehn J. Cullen, Russell A,
Dibble, Harry B, Drake, Stanley C. Dudash, Sidney Gewirtz, Steve Golder, Burke W. Himes
Simon J. Hughes, Andy Jarvis, Edgar R. Lang, Emerson H. Lee, Lewis Pl James, Leonard i.
Jensen, Amendus H, Manmiller, Jr., Joe D, Mehl, Lloyd li. Wobley, Earl S. Newbrough,
Louis F, Pesicka, Irving M. Raclyn, Walter E. Rutledge, Leo B, Schreiber, Charles E.
Smith, Patrick F, Sheldon, Warren T, Snyder, Kelly Stepp, Ausbrem G. Stokley, Lawrence
E. Taylor and Rysn Zuidema.

Private First Class Frank B, Dean, Jr., Adam P, Duda, Joseph V. Egan, Thomas
Filipek, Frederick R. Fulton, Leon A, George, Jack J. Gerace, Winifred Germaine, Willis
E. Hutchenrider, Jemes A, Jenkins, Franklin H, King, Raymond D, Kowalik, Wilbert A,
. Iuthardt, William B, Nack, Roy W. Meloy, William H. Roce, Donald W, Senecal and Marvin
M. Taylor.

Privates Charles R. Atkinson, Paul G. Bernstein, Paul E. Bocher, Frank Buda,
Charles T. Brust, John H, Buxton, Liobnick Cangillieri, James J. Caparulo, Douglas
H. Cramer, Arthur H. Collins, Paul B. Eck, Cherles F, Ellis, Arthur K. Erb, Roger F.
Harriman, Royal D, Hayes, Samuel V. Hudmen Jr., Alvin D, Johmscn, Stanley M. Kania,
George A, Killham, Robert H, Medson, Raymond J. Preston, Rgss D. Ricketts, Geddas C.
Roberts, Andrew Sabiniski, Weston G. Schools, Malcolm C. Van Denmark, William H, Voss,
and Cherles Wilson. E
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310th Bombardment Gp. 1 Japuary 1943

The 17th of October found the Ground Echelon once again on the move, with
their destination, Fort Dix, New Jersey and efter a seven day stay, re-equipping
and fitting out they boarded the former Matson Liner of the San Francisco-Tahiti
run, the U.S.S, Monterey. The trip across the Atlantic proved uneventful as the
powerful convoy steamed along, although destroyers accompanying them claimed five
submarines, while local rumor had it to the offect that we had been fired on but
the renge was too great and ®jerry” hed failed to find his mark, November 17
found the Ground Echelon at Casablanca, French Morrocco, but the stay was short
and a brief jeunt to Mediowna Airport the same day, found them joining with the
First and Second Priorities of the Air Echelon. '

Back in the lend of fog and a snatch of sunshine, the Air Echelon wes also
on the move, leaving Hardwick ab nidnight November 24, and moving by truck to
Diss, where a three hour wait for the train, provided the basks for several stiff
joints end bed colds. By train they moved to Liverpool, arriving there late the
next efterncon and immediately boarded the troopship, H.M.S. Derbyshire, which was
already credited with & landing in North Africa,

The Adr Echelon was composed of Lisutenants Walter E. Hicks, Gilbert S.
Balance, Harold J. Gilchriet, and Hemry H. Lorch.

Technical Sergeants Frank Gularte, Harold R, Piper, Paul F, Schreiber,
Henry C. Seiffert Jr., Vernon D, Severy and Julius M, Simon. Staff Sergeants
Alexsnder A, Bocskay, Marshall G. Deakin, Louis G. Hetzel, William E, Maggiore,
Furhmen P. Miller and John H. Smith Jr.

Sergeants Welter E. Harris, William S. Johnson, Soren J, Juul, Joseph
P, Maikites, Davern Nance, William W. Sesgle and Raymond H, Whitworth. Corporals:
John J. Coppola, Fred K. Fear, Harold H. Hart, Theodore Broes, Robert F. Sarchet,
arnd John B, Sparrow,

Lieutenant Ceorge E, feed was attached to ug for trevel, to join his
squadron in Africa.

Three nights we remained in the harbor ab Liverpool but finally at
noon on November 27, the bost gave a lurch and hurried trips on deck, proved to
us thet we were finally underway, Ireland, looking as green as the "Shamrock™ it is
noted for, was off to our left as we steemed north through the Irish Sea,
Rounding the tip of "Erin" we found ourselves pert of a large eonvoy end
once again heading south.

The night of December 3, found the water a slight bit rough with e
touch of sea sicimess prevailing among:the members of the Squadron, Staff
Sergeent Alexander Boeskay left his guarters to go on deck to die, but a wave
greeted him &t the open door and he was forced to come back to die. The next
night we steamed into Gibraltar end the stars were never brighter, as a trip
around the deck left one feeling as though he might reach up and pluck one,
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310th Bombardment Gp. 1 Jamuary 1943

Dropping anchor here, we remained for = day, but on the afternoon of
December 5, we were steaming scross the blue waters of lussolini's "“iare Nostrun",
the Mediterranean., Lookouts from the rear of the ship announced that they were
unable to f£ind the "Prudential Insurance" sign on the opposite side of the rock.
The convoy through the Mediterranean was composed of the "Derbyshire," the
"Monarch of Bermuda® and three destroyers. The trip proved uneventful, although
quite a lot of "Sweating out" of submarines was done by the men, The morning
of December 6, found us at the harbor of France's great North African port, Oren
and soon we had come to & stop at Mers El Kebir, the shipping port, Late that
afternoon we left the boat and hiked for a distance of about a mile, before
dropping our packs.

‘ Here the beggars and peddlars first began to make a nusiance of them-
s=lves and the word "alle' became a very importemt pert of our French vocabulary,
Climbing into trucks as night fell, we saw our first town lighted up at night
for over a period of three months as we passed southward through Oran, Fifteen
miles farther on we were told that this is where we were camping. Piling out of
the trucks we looked around but with a total blackout in effect,; nothing was to
be seen, Taking stock, fourteen blankets were to be found and not & shelter
half. A esmall fire proved to be the company for the remainder of the evening
and when daylight finally arrived we found ourselves to be in the center of the
former French Aeronautical Naval Base, Tafaraoui, semewhere in North Africa,

After three days and nights of almost cohtinual rein, which would
méke an English rain look like & spring shower, shelter halves and edditiomal
blankets were finally received, French Algcria wes no long on our "must" list,

The following poem, clipped for the "Stars and Stripes" well
expresses the situation at Tafaraoui.

Y1 109 HUD

I've seen mud on U.S. race tracks

That, stopped horses near the wire,
I've see mud on Flanders poppies

That stopped glodiers under fire,
I've seen mud in some U,S. camps

That would flatten beast or men,
But T've never seen the brand of mud

Thet's found in old Oran,

Now the mud in Oran's pastures
Is a sticky c¢ling lump,
It goes above your ankles
And it may contect your rump,
Lordy, how the darn stuff gets you
How it clings to shoe and boot,
How it ‘socks your gosh darned breeches,
How it messes up your suit.

N MG | Wli.{L
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380th Bomberdment Gp. - 1 January 1943

You get mud in every chow plate,
You get mud in bed it seems,
You get mud in your helmet
You get mud in your dreams,
Sure I Jmow thet this is war time
gure 1 mow it's swest and blood,
But good gravy, must I perish
In that gosh darned mud of Oran.

Pvt, A, NMudder.

Finslly en old French motor garage proved to be the resting rlace of
the Squadron, but tents had to be pitched inside to catch the leaks that came
through from a "holy" roof, The one lone advantoge of the spot was that a fire,
covered by a homemade stove might be used at night. Soon we were greeted by our
planes coming through and lesving and the knowledge that we would soon be on the
move again,

"T want your men for deteils," was the femilar ery thet soon struck
out mcros: the Base in our dircction and Technical and Staff Sergeants soon found
themselves picking up garbage and cigarette butts behind the arrogant privates
of the First Service Souadrom. A scattering of mail czme in and morale begsn to
rise, The rains continued and hangar number two soon became our abode. Degpite
the welk of = mile and cne=hlaf to "chow" the drymess of our beds proved the
verture worth while, Moving pictures through the Special Services office were
nightly entertainments along with a French cowboy show and two French Vaudvillles.
Frequent trips to town also came around and souvenirs for the folks back home
were being hestily carried to the local post office. No sick book or morning
report wes carried for the entire trip.

One additional member of the Ground Echelon was attached to us at
Tafaracui, Frivate Jom Cragie, who had missed the train, was brought to us
from Port Lyautey by Captein Alpheus White of the 379th Squadron.

Crowdéd out egein by more men coming in, we moved enother 100 yards,
this time to hangar number one, and two nights later, on Jaruery 13 we moved by
trucks to the railroad station at Arabal, where we received a most welcome send-
wich and cup of steaming coffee. Here we boadred the famous French trains that
have thet old familar sign, "Hommes 40- Chevaux en long g." The mysterious pert
of this was "how in the world anyone ever figured that they might get 40 men in
one of these cars."

On the move again we found oureelves traveling through very scenie
country, but the thought in the minds of the men was to the effect that "when this
is over, don't worry we'll give it all back to you," Frequent stops were made
to take en weter and supplies and the fdllowing morning found us lesving
Algiers. The night of January 14 found the entire train blacked out as anslert
had been called, but the entire evening proved very dull, The afternoan of
Jenuary 15, found us unloading at Terlergma where trucks and jeeps were waiting
to take us to Bertaux, to join the remainder of the Squadron.
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With everything in Afriea necessary for a Bombardment group to fight
& wor with except airplanes, it's back to Hardwick to follow our boys on their
greatest adventure, J ;

All fixed up and reedy to leasve for "little kmown places" was the
gituation facing "B Flight" and the morning of Decerber5, when they left the wet
slippery rmways and headed southwest for Portresth,. Arrivirg there lste the
same day, a good night's sleep followed and the coming of morning found them
busy checking any "bugs" preraring for their overseas jump. The morning of
December 7, just one yesr to the day of the disster at Peral Harbor, Lieutenant
Lawrence Cometh, Flight Leader, headed his ship into the wind, end the boys
were off to the "Dark" continent, The Bay of Biscay passed quickly and far below
them, out of the range of any internstionel intrigue, Portuesgal passed by.
Turning sharply, Gibraltar merely prov-d to be a "fix" and out over the Mediter-
. ranean they roared, with the Flight navigator, Lieutenant Arnie J. Huffwan,

keeping them "on the beam." Down between the hills of French Algeria we suddenly
stumbled upon the Taferaoui Airdrome, token but a month before by imerican
parstroopers, Permission to land wes rapidly received and soon were were on the
"1ine", wondering what the next assignment would be,

The members of "B Flight", the first airplanes of our Squadrem to
reach Africa, included:

Lieutenants: Lawrence Cometh, Jemes I, WMiller, Arnie J. Huffmen,
Robert A. lacy, 4Alan S, Thomas, Charles M. Barnwell, Robert S. Rich, Ernest
W. Livermen, Henry L. Cromartie, Jr., John E, Wright and James J. Dent, Squadron
operations officer, who came along as & passenger,

Enlisted personnel included: NMaster Sergeant Peter J, Sienkiewicas,
Technical Sergeants: Arnold S, Wolk, James A, Ginn, and Ray L., Conrad, Staff
Sergeants: Falmer C, Hellus, Robert J. Mount, Willism J. Ervelding, Clayton
. D, Lea, Welter J, McComnell, Fred Lindsay, Paul Kessler, David E; McCeig, Eldon
M, Smith, Robert E. Dowling and Henry H. Keckbter. Sergeant Joseph Kobasa and
Corporal Charles &, Belmer,

The short stey at Tafaraoul proved none to comfortzble in the wind
and rein, and soon we were &gein winging ocur way east, finally arriving at
Terlergma, where our planes first tock to the air to deliver Americahs goods
to the enemy. From the 16 of December till January 1, we remained at this
eentral point, participating in two reids, which will be described in detail
in the next chapter, before moving on to cur permanent stetion at Bertaux.

"Back to college" was the familar ery at Bertaux, the site of our
Base being a former French Agricultural College, lovingly referred to as "North
Africa A, and WM," by the men. Snuggled down in the wide valleys on a platuea,
2,500 feet sbove sez level, we were prepared to give "erry" his just dusss.

COMFIDENTIAN
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TIDING EXST 380th Bombardment Sq 1 Jenuary 1943
310th Bombardment Gp

The week of December 7th, 1942, found the advance Air and Ground Echelons
of the Group pulled off to various peints in the vicinity of Casablanca for special
duty having to do with the unleading of supplies from the ghips erowding the dock
facilities of the port., This separation came after three weeks of pleasent reunion
at the Mediouna Air Base == the Air and Ground Echelons heving parted compeny back
at Walterboro et the end of August, and completely given up hope of ever meeting :
again, The 379th and 380th Squadrons were moved to a Bivouac aree near Gazes Airport,
and put to work on & 24 hour basis making gesoline dumps near Sidi Maren and aleng
the Aufa Road, The rigers of this detail covered in ancther chapter. The 38lst
Squedron was moved- south to Safi, to guard supply dumpe while the 428th went to Fedala
to perform the same function, What there was of Headquarters detachment found them=
gelves ensconced in the rare luxury of the Grand Hotel in the city of Casablancay
with & temporary headquarters set up in a cormer of the XII Air Service Cemmand, &
. few blocks distant.

This was "foreign duty" in more ways than one, but the chance to get to work
was welcomed by’ all after the comparative inactivity at Mediouna -- at least we could
feel that we were "doing something® to further the war effort. There was something
about heaving around a 50 gellon drum of 100 octane gas that proved very satisfying
to the soul, to say nothing of the lame muscles and ravenous appetites that it pro-
duced.

But a little of this went a long way, and the news that reached us on Dec. 14
that we were about to move up was received with tremendous enthusiasm by all.

Breaking camp on the 15th was & hectic procedure, complicated in no small
degree by repeated invasions "in force" of pilfering Arabs from & nearby querry who
swarmed over the area in waves, each time to be driven off by harassed G.I's brand-
ishing clubs. Occesional rifle shots added to the realism of the scene. Dame Nature
. had a hand in the fun by producing for our added amusement an &1l day downpour of

rain, driven in from the Atlantic on the wings of & full gale, which caressed that
section of the dark continent with a fury of some frenzied monster. The dust was
fully laid fom our deperture and a waterlogged cutfit slogged through ankle deep mud
to board the trucks which carried us to the Casablanca railrocad yards.

Tt was here thet the vehicle comvoy of our Group assembled and prepared itself
for the long trip to our new home, while the main body was loading itself into the
train of boxcars on the nearby siding, Fifteen jeeps, five ambulances and two weapoms
carriers, with numerous trailors, water and otherwise, made up the procession with
Major Gorden C. Locke (them a Captain) the convoy Commander, leading off in one of
the smbulances, Behind him, in & jeep, and scting as official interpreter for the
caravan, rode Captain William G, Gridley. Bringing up the rear, to check on straggl
and administer to the sick roade Group Surgeon Major Jesee W. McConnell, First It,
Arthur M, Shiver was convoy trensportation officer. A4lse travelling in the convoy
Major Maynard W, Bell (then Captain), end lst Lt. Ernest C. Akers (then 2nd Lt.)
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380th Bombardment Sq. 1 January 1943
continued 310th Bombardment Gp.

Promptly at 2330 houre on December 15th, after complete instructions had
been given to the drivers on such matters as spacing, signals, lights, end general
conduct, the order to move out was given and we threeded our way through the derken=-
ed streets of Caseblanca and out into the open country. Our first run tock us to
Oujda, a distance of slightly under 400 miles, accomplished by driving through the
following day and on into the night, We pulled into our destination sometime after
midnight and in no time were bedded down on benches or the floor of the Oudja rail-
road station -- many slept in the vehicles, Our route had taken us through Fedala,
Rebat, Port Lyautey, Fes, Taza, Guercif and El Adoun, The beauties of the things we
had seen during the daylight hours of our trip had made a great impression om us all,

' particularly the famed city of Fes, capital of Nerocco, and home of the Sultan., We
did not stop to sightsee, but the glimpses we caught of the strange architecture and
the brilliant ccloring of the mosaics on the walls and buildings were enough to give

. ve st least a fleeting idea of the fascination of this encient city. We thought we
hed seen mountain grendeur too, on our climb through the Atlas chain to reach the
Vediterrenean slope, but we later fourd that this had been merely an introduction
into what was to come.

As we were preparing to start on the next leg of the journey, the train con=
tingent of ocur outfit pulled into the station. A great note-comparing session ensued,
as & result of which the moter boys definitely agreed that they had the better cf the
deal despite the rigors they had experienced from cold frain and lack of sleep. Ve
left Oudja about 0930 having had a slight delay in collecting one or two of cur number
that had ventured up into the town in a successful search for breskfast, The officers
of the convoy had found an excellent breakfast in the hotel near the station, which
also offered facilities for & much needed chance to shave and wash,

Qur progress this day was somewhat lees than had been hoped for., During the

dey we passed through Sidi Bel Abbes, headquarters for the famed French Foreign Legiom,

. 1t was necesgary to locete & refueling depot, our reserves having been heavily called
on during the previous day, and congiderable time was eensidereble-time-was consumed
in this process. Az a result we got only as far as the Tafaroui Air Base, near Oran,
former headquarters of a French Naval Aviation Unit, end scene of considerable resist=
ance to our landing forces on D Day, Here was 2 sea of mud that put bo shame anything
we had seen thus far, To our great delight we found here a number of 310th Ground
0fficers who hed come from England by boat to Oran, £mong these were Captains Poynton
and Cole, Lts Fisher, Lorch, Hicks, Knight, Haines, Hartley, Stecker, Ballance, Meehan
Goeckel, Basich, Neubauer, Gilchrist, Pemberton and Meson, It is easy to imagine what
a sesskon developed from this umexpected meeting -- & great deal of catching up was
done in the course of several hours in the evening. The motor contingent withdrew
from this "That's Nothing to what happened to us" contest at a resonably early hour,
claiming & hands down victory. Flans called for an early start.

Next morning, December 18th, at an early hour we pushed off from Tafarcul --
surprisingly few of our friends were on hand to see us off.
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We were ready and anxious to get started by deybresk the next day, Sunday,
the 20th, It was dsrk, cludy day, with en icy wind cutting in form the north.
Ae & result, such stops as we had to make were of short duration and we mede good
time, reaching Setif about nightfall., Here we were in for a pleasent surprise.
By dint of & few inquiries in the right places we located a large restaursnt
where our entire complement of men gat down to a steak and spaghetti dinner, with
excellent wine to top it off. The bill was divided amongst the officers, This
great treat completely thawed us out and we bedded down in a large warehouse for
a much needed rest after the horrors of the preceding night.

We were ready to start on our last leg in good season the next morning--
which turned out clear and Warm. This was a comperatively short rum, and we pulled
into our destinstion, Telergma, about noon., There, to our great surprise, we found

. our train contingent who had pulled in during the night. Once more the experience-
gwapping sessione comnenced, to continue for meny days thereafter, The motor
convey, thick with mud, but heppy in the successful conclusion of ite essigmment,
seattered to its various poeitions within the Group and the 1200 mile trek across
North Africa ceme to its end. The unanimous opinion of all concerned=-"A great
experience--something we'll never forget."
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continued 310th Bomberdment Gp. 1 Janumary 1943

We made good progress and passed through some very fertile country with
mile after mile of vineyards on either side of the road. This brought to mind 2
picture of old man Bauchus, with the vine leaves in his hair -- perhaps this wasn't
going to be such a dismal country after all. We passed through Relizane, Subermaun,
Oreleansville and reached Affroville about 1630. In all of these tomns, s we passed
through, the children would stop their play, run to the curb and cheer. It was really
an enthusiastic grecting which we received in all of these small places =- V for
Victory sign was exchanged freely. If such a feeling is in Africa, where the full
pressure of the Nazi yoke has been felt, what, we wondered, would the greeting be
1ike when the Allied Armies finally reach the defenses of Europe &nd deliver France
herself from her ravager.

At Affreville we mede or first contact with the British Convoy Contrel,

It had been our intention to drive on through the night, but we were firmly told that
. the road was an extremely dengerous one through the mountains gnd no convoys were

allowed to pass over during the night. lccordingly we locked around for lodgings

end ended up by lodging in the vehicles, But before turning in, if it could be

called that, Major Locke stood host at 2 nearby restaurant to & darge number of

the enlisted men-~the enthusiastic proprietor was quick to size up the situation

end served up platter after platter of fried eggs and other delicacies which were

washed down with ample very fine vino to restore the spirits of the travelers,

The next morning, the 19th, having been give the Go Ahead by the British,
we pulled out and very shortly discovered that their restriction on a night pass-
age wes indeed & sensible one--climbing steadily for about half an hour we found
ourselves at the little town of Miliana and looking down saw directly below us
the town of Affreville where we had passed the night. We could have dropped
pebbles down its chimneys. From here on for a matter of several hours we followed
& roasd that was tortuous in the extreme, climbing stesdily., Often we were on the
edge of a sheer precipice which dropped off to the valley far below, I could

. easily picture the truth of the stories told us by the British of trucks going
over the edge. In our decent to Bourkika we several times drove down a gredual
decent into & deep sharp valley and acscended again on the other tc be, after cover=-
ing 8 or 10 miles, not more then a mile across rom the road we had just been on,
Those in the load vehicles could wave across at those bringing up the rear, for
during this part of the trip we were well spaced out, Once, when crossing & high
ridge, we looked down upon a C=-47 transport flying several hundred feet below us
through the narrow pass, Thet day we lunched and refueled at Blida Airyort, a
very busy operstional base crowded with airplames, mostly Wellingtons. The after-
noon trip brought us into L'Arba by dush, where we were sgein taken in hand by
the British.

This night was perhaps the most dismal of all, We were directed to two
emall parking eress outside of the town which turned out to be seas of mud, With
half the vehicles in each we attempted to prepare & warm meal, but our efforts
were unsuccegsful, A very esmall Arsb bunglow type of house was found at each
place but the rooms were filthy and unfit for use and of course it wes raining,
We ate C-rations, end settled down in one way or ancther to pass the night, To
describe it as miserable would be putting it mildly.

o
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THE_TAIT, ERD 380th Bombardment Sq.
CHARLIES 310th Bombardmert Gp. 1 Merch 1943

A month after the ground echelon had left Greenville for parts unknown,
the "tail end charlies", the rear echelon, were still sitting tight, waiting for
orders, Lieut. Ross V. Seeton, Squadron Armament Officer, had taken over the
duties of the commanding officer, and minor details and guard duty occupied most
of the time.

Finally the order came through and off we went, leaving Greenville on
November 21 and arriving at Camp Eilmer, New Jersey on November 23, Here drill
proved our most arduocus duby, but 24 hour passes for trips to New York, Fhila=
delphia and Washington, helped to break the monotony. A minor epidemic of "ab=-
sent without leave" broke out after a two weeks period, and although it was glight
in mature, one men was left behind when the orders ceme through for us to lesve.

Jenuary 13th, found us starting our great adventure, At Cemp Kilmer we
boarded & trein and found New York City our destination. Lete the same night we
elimbed abosrd the former Swedish Liner, "John Erricson" and sarly the next morn=-
ing the steady throbbing informed us that we were finally under way. Iwelve un-
evertful days were spent aboard ship and finally on the 25th of the menth the
ghoreline of Africa, greeted us.

Bivouse Area #1, loceted three miles from Casablanea, proved our camping
ground for a thirty-four day period and then news came that soon we would be seeing
the rest of the "gang." Army transports, C-47's were waiting in line for us at the
Casablanca Adrport on the morning of the 28th of February and we laaded up, leaving
but eight men behind to drive the motor convoy through.

The following ceme to Berteaux by air:

lieuts. Ross V. Seeton, Elmer N, Cgrlson, Francis L. Mathews and John
Summerfield,

Tech Sergeants Edwin Talley; Staff Sergeants George Felshaw; and Sergeants
Joseph Driesbauch, William Hankins, Kenneth Howells, John Mohwinkel, Harold Nelson
Russel Palmer, Sideny Robinson, Robert M. Scheuffler, Donald Soderlund and Arthur
Studyvin,

Corporals Otto Bruhlmen, Stanley Crosemsn, Frederick Davidson, Williem
Eckert, Joseph Fahey, Ray Jomson, Berton lMooney, William Moore, Robert Palmer,
Eric Swanson, end Walter Wojeicki.

Privates First Class, Lloyd Coblar, Stephen Collins, Duward Foster, Warren
Haddock, Alois LaPlant, Herman Riemke, Joseph Rozewicz, Jeck Spiegle and Stadkley
Thurman.
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380th Bombardment Sq.
continued) 310th Bombardment Gp. 1 Merch 1943

Privates Geporge Ash, Howerd Baumgartner, Thomas Butler, Vernen Carter,
Charles Clatterbuck, Edward Cook, Myron Dise, Anthony Fink, Frank Furtado, William
Hamm, George Huska, Abe Koren, R.L. Loy, Raymend Lysowski,Timothy Malloy, Alvin
Martinets, Robert Motherwell, John Omana, Harry Piercy, Robert Potter, Leander
Prelle, Fred Richards, Sam Riggins, Virtner Roberts, Stanley Sawning, Henry Schmoll,
Geroge Schlayer, Warren Shelton, Demnis Tayloer, Herbert Weill, Levi Wiikus, Charles
Strohl, Wayne Housken, John VenWinkle and Adolph Tovrog.

A six hour trip across the top of Africa greeted us although two of the
planes stayed over night half way through the trip, and reported the following
morning. Hardy handshekes, pats on the back greeted us on all sides and soon
we were to work once again, pitching tents, unpecking and digging shelter trenches.

. On the morning of March 6, 1943, the entire squadron was joined together
for the first time since August 28th, seven long months, when the motor comvoy
arrived to the Base. 1t was composed of the following men:

Privates firet class Walter Rogers, Howard Atkins, Bugene Lewis, Joe Ortis,
and Homer Roberts. Privastes Eddie Alvino, George Riedl and Robert Silliman, Sgt.
Gen Underwood, due to illness, was left in the American Hospital at Casablanca.
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TANDING GROUND 310th Bombardment Gp. 5 June 1943

After six long tedioug months of operaticnal flights that finally had
brought the enemy to & crushing defeat, the 310th Bomberdment Group moved further
east into Tunisia and settled down amidst golden wheat flelds at Koudiat Air Base,
which was formerly called Kings Cross Landing Ground by the British Bomber-Fighter
Squadrons who had been operating there prior to our move.

On the first of June, It, Col. H, Hinmen proceeded by motor convoy with a
small group of officers and men to prepare the camp for the remainder of the men.
It. Norman E, Carlson, commanding, and Capt. Williem G. Gridley and nine enlisted
men.of our squadron were among the first priority which wes composed of eight officers
and fifty four enlisted men of the group., They arrived about nine o' clock that same
day after a hard dusty trip and started preparations for the Advanced Echelen who
were to errive two days later. 4

.. Although our Group was still making operetional raids during this period
of transfer, nevertheless ell available sircraft were used in transporting the Adm
vanced Echelon to our new field and the entire movement of this section was made
in one day., Lts. John E, Adems Jr. and John Sumerfield with ninety eight enlisted
men comprised the air echelon and our ships brought el1 personnel safely to their
new base.

Two deys later this performance was repeated when the balance of the Group' s
personnel errived, This third priority was composed of Lt. L.J. Eichner, commanding,
Its. W.E., Hicks, H.H. Lorch, F,E. Mathews, R.,M, Duncan, G.S., Ballance and the remand-
er of our enlisted persomnel. Lt. Eichner went back to Berbteasu that same day and both
he end It. A.M. Richardson Jr. drove up by Jeep four days later, the last to reach
our new field. :

It. Roger J. Shouvlin and his Ordnance personnel made the trip by motor truck

and arrived at Foudiat Air Base just three days after the field was evacuated by the

. British, Without interruption our operstional flights continued and our Bombers re-
peatedly struck at those stepping stonee to Italy = Sicily and Sardinia,

Our new base boasts of an unusually wide runway, suitable for three planes
to take off from it simultenecusly; a lerge grenery at the north edge of the field
upon which Motion Pictures are shomn periodically; and lastly, very friemdly French
and Italian neighbors who have made & great effort to be very hospitable toward us,
their Americen friends. Of course due to the fact that this field is at sea level,
it is much warmer here and we all have despondent thoughts as we brace curselves for
the coming summer heat,

PANEINENT]
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380th Bombardment 5. 8 August 193
310th Bombardment Gp.

Our stay at Koudiast Air Base was comparstively short for after eight
weeks of operction there we moved farther past sgein, Our new base was received
with great eagernese by all the perscnnel mainly because of the eool winds, ever
prevalent, coming off the ses, and algo for the pleasent shade afforded by the
nunercus groves of fruit trees and cactus bushes.

Among the first to arrive at Menzel Termaine Landing Ground, our new
home at Cape Bon, on the tip of the peninsula, were 1st Lt. E.N, Carlson, Command-
ing, Capt. W.G, Gridley, and seven enlisted men of our squadron, A total of about
forty officers and men, commended by Lt. Cel. Harvey H. Hinman comprised the
advanced echelon for the group.

Four days later on the fifth of August, the entire squadron moved up to
our new base, 0-47's transported most of our equipment although 2 portion of our
supplies were brought up by motor convoy. Our aireraft ran a 'shuttle service"
between the two bases end all personnel arrived without mishap. 1st Lts. LJ.
Eiehner end AJM. Richardson remained behind to superintend the policing of our
area and then drove up several days later by jeep.

The close proximity of the beach to our airfield makes our location
comparable to a shore resort, The water is unusually clear snd just the right
temperature for swimming amnd almost all teke adventage of it, After the terrific
heat, scorching winds and dust storms that we all endured at Koudiat Air Base our
new home may easily be termed a "Havem of Refreshment "

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED AW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

OPERATIONAL

SECTION

- —————————

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

. 380th Bombardment Sq..
310th Bombardment Gp,
Mission Report
#1.

Date~ December 15, 1942,
Target- El Aouina Airdrome, Tunis.
Squadron Airplanes= none

Although none of the Squadron airplanes had yet arrived on the seene,
to help harass Hitler, Lieut. Lloyd L. Porter took first honors in representing
us on the first trip over the "daisy chain." He was flying as co-pilot with
Lieut, Holstead of the 379th Squadron.

The migsion proved to be "nil" as no fighter escort arrived and the
flight twmed back and came home to roost at Telergma. Nothing unusual to report.
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380th Bombardment Sq.
310th Bombardment Gp.

Mission report
#2

Date~ December 30, 1942
Target- Roundhouse and jnstallations at Sfax.
Squadron airplanes- three.

P- Iieut. R.A. Lacy P- Iieut. O.M, Baynwell P= Lieut., L. Cometh
¢/P- Iieut. A.S. Thomas ¢/P- Lieut. L.L. Porter ¢/P- lieut. J.I. Miller
B~ 8/sgt. P.E. Kessler B~ Lieut. J.J. Dent - lieut, A.J .Huffman
R- Cpl. C.M. Belmer R- T/Sgt. J.A, Ginn B- Lieut. E.N. Liverman
G- 5/5gt. Fred Lindsay G- 8/5gt. C.D. Lea R= Pvt. R.J. Mount

G- S/5gt. P.E. Melhus

Twelve P=38's of the First Fighter Group offered the boys protection
and with weather clear and visibility wnlimited, prospecting was good. The
Squadron boys were "tail end Charlies" and for the first time they pushed thelr
B-25's to the limit, as they climbed on the target.

Surprise proved one of the main elements for the afternocn and the results
was & "good show."' Three hundred pound bombs, eight to a plane, did the damage
and the round house was seen to tremble and chake and finally fall. The turn
table, which was proving useful in aiding Rommel's retreat, became useless, as
a gift from American Industry hit it dead center.

As the target run neared ite close, hesvy flak began to dot the sky. It

was of medium intensity, the range was good, but the deflection was poor, No
damage was done and all the boys arrived home safely.
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380th Bombardment Sq.
310th Bombardment Gp.
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Migsgion report
i#3

Date~ January 1, 1943
Target- Herbor Installations at Tunis
Squadron airplanes- three.

P- Lieut, R.A, Iacy P= Tieut. C.M. Barnwell
C/P- Lieut, A,S. Thomas C/P~ Lieut., L.L. Porter
B- S/Sgt. P.E. Kessler N/B~- Lieut. J.J. Dent
R- Cpl. C.M. Belmer R- T/Sgt. J.A. Ginn

G- S/Sgt. Pred Lindsay G- 5/Sgt. C.D. lea

P= Lieut. L. Cometh
C/P- Lieut, J.I. Miller
N- Lieut. A.J, Huffman
B"' Lie'll'b. EUWD Livm
R= Pvt. R.J. lount

G- S/sgto P.EI Melhﬂa

It was a bad start that the boys got off to, to start the new year,
when the lead ghip missed the point of climb and they broke out, right in the
heart of Twnis, too low to drop their bombs. Rainstorms were the cause of this
as they continued to change course, attempting to evade them.

A1l the 500 pounders were brought back, to be used at a later dete,
while the twelve P-38's escorting the boys were late, but everything turned out
for the best as they finally made comnections and arrived home safely,

£
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. 330th Bombardment Sq.
310th Bombardment Gp.

Mission Report

#h

Date~ January 4, 1943

Target~ Kairouan Marshalling Yards.,

Squadron airplanes- four,

P- Lieut. R.A. Lacy P- Lieut, C.M, Barnwell
C/P- lieut, A.S, Thomas C/P~- lieut, R.S, Rich
B- 5/8gt. P.E. Kessler B/N- Lieut. H.A, Sessler
R= Cpl. C.M. Belmer R~ T/Sgt, J.A, Ginn
C- §/Sgt. Fred Lindsay G- 5/Sgt. C.D. Lea

. P- Lieut. F.F. Loomis P- Lieut. D,H, Drasmel
C/P- Lieut. David Moir C/P- Lieut, R.J, Sours
B= Lieut, R.J. Schisler B~ Lieut. W.G. Holmes
R- Pvt, E.B, Willis R~ T/Sgt. R.M. Shembaugh
G- Sgt. E. H. Nichols G- 5/8gt. J.A. Williams

Eighteen "two bitsey's" took off at noon January 4, 1943, representing
the 310th Group, on its first visit to Kairouan, The Squedron was represented
by four of the boys. Once again weather stepped in with the batting average
of zero and no bombs were dropped and the boys returned them for an encore &
few days later,

The boys received quite & surprise from our own guns, on the return
trip. Flying low over Thelepte, an American air base, a 50 caliber machine gun
. opened up on them sending tracers through the center of the formatiom. Lieut,
Barnwell's aircraft received a hole in the left engine nacelle. A hasty vote,
via the VHF, was wnenimous to the effect that the ground forces should study
aircraft identification, '

The occupants of Lieut, Draemel's airplane also received a bad scare,
when both motors cut out, as they were starting back., For 39 seconds, the crew
held its bresth, and a cough and a sputter was the reward, and soon they picked
up. All the planes returned to the Base,
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380th Bombardment Sq.

Misgion report A
#5

Date- January 6, 1943

310th Bombardment Gp.

Target~ Kairouan Marshalling Yards.

Sguadron airplanes- seven.

P- Iieut. R.A. Lecy
C/P-' Id.e‘ll‘b. AISQ Thms
B~ §/Sgt. P.E. Kessler
R~ Sgt. C.M, Belmer
G- Sgt. Pred Lindeay

P- lieut. C.M. Barnwell
¢/P- lieut, R.S. Rich

P~ Lieut, F.,F, Loonis
C/P- Lieut. D vid Moir

B/N~ Lieut. H.A, Sessler B=- Lieut., R.P; Schisler

R=- T/Sgt. J.A. Ginn
G- S/Sgt. C.D. lea

R‘ Mq E.Ba williﬁ
G- Sgt. E.H. NiChO].B

P" ld.eu‘h. Lo cmeth

0/P- Lieut. J.1., Miller
Ne Ideut. A.J. Huffman
B= Lieut, E.W. Liverman
R‘ M- R.J' umt

G- S/Sgt. P.E. Melhus

C/P= Lieut. A,R. Walcott
B- 8/8gt. AD. Links

R- T/sgt. R.L. Westline
G- Sgt. J.J. Grace

P- Iieut, C.A, Santos

¢/P- Iieut, M.L. Picklesimer
B- Lieut. P,R, Hall

R- 5/Sgt. T.L. Smith

G- S/5gt. W.R. Redding

P- Lieut, DH. Draemel
G/P— LiB‘B‘b. R.Ja SO‘III‘S
B= Lieut, W.G. Holmes
R~ T/Sgt. R.M, Shambaugh
G- 8/5gt. J.A, Williams

The "encore" at Kairouan was not long in coming -=- just two days to be
exact, when 18 airplanes returned to the YHély City" end tore up the marshalling
yards, Seven aircraft represemted our Squadren, The boys "roared" in on the
deck with 18 P-38's offering them protection, and made a good elimb,

Each aircraft dropped its eight 300 poumders and were away bdfore
"friend Heinie" realized what had happened. The flak was not too intense and
the deflection was poor. Three enemy aircraft were spotted about three miles
away, serenely flying along. They offered no combat,

Using local equipment to the best of his advantage, the'German' had
appropriated quite a few Arab tents to cover his equipment., Gun turrets could
be seen, sticking out around the loose edges.

Ancther short scare was tossed into Iieut. Draemel's crew, when the
right engine cut out once &gain. However it was short-lived and all the ships
returned home safely,
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Mission report
#6

Date- January 8, 1943
Target- Graiba Railroed Bridges

Squadron airplanes- three

P- Iieut, D.A. Sacknoff P~ Tdeut. C.A. Santos P- Lieut, D,H, Draemel
¢/P- Lieut. A.R. Welcott  G/P- Lieut, M,L. Picklesimer C/P- Capt. R.R. Wilder
B~ S8/Sgt. A.D. Links B- Iieut. P.R. Hall N- Lieut. R.J. Sours

R- Sgt. R.L. Westline R- S/Sgt. T.L. Smith B- Lieut, W.C; Holmes
G- Sgt. J.J. Grace G- S/Sgt. W.R. Redding R~ T/Sgt. R.M. Shambaugh

G~ S/Sgt. J.A, Williams

The boys went in "on the deck" all the way, with the result that all
bridges were claimed destroyed. Twelve B-25's did the job, with our Squadron
taking credit for one-fourth of the work.

Each airplane carried six 500 pound bombs, and the altitude of attack
being but 1,500', quite & reaction from the explosion could be felt by the
boys in the last element, One lone enemy aircraft showed itself, a Focke Wulf
190, but eight P-38'g got between him and us and he offered nmo combat. Hother
Nature also did her pert and the weather was CAVU,

Some light flak sprayed us at a few times along with some rifle fire,
but no demage was done and the boys returned home.
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380th Bombardment Sq.
310th Bombardment Gp.

Mission report
#7 {

. Date= January 9, 1943
Target- Bridge at Hamment and Sea Search
Squadron airplenes- three.

P- ILieut., L. Cometh P- Iieut, C.M. Barnwell P=- Lieut, R.A., Lacy
C/P= Iieut, J.I, Niller ¢/P- Lieut., R.S, Rich C/P= Lieut, 4.5, Thomas
B~ Lieut, E.W, Liverman B/N- Iieut, H.A. Sessler B- S/Sgt. P.E, Nedhler
N- Iieut. A.J, Huffmen R~ T/Sgt. J.A. Ginn B~ Sgta. C.M. Belmer

R- Pvt, R.J. Mount. G- S/8gt. C.D. Lea G- Sgt. Fred Lindsay
G- S/5gt. P.E. Mellms

The first of the many sea searches, that were to come, started this
day, although they were merely "spotiing" shipping as the bombs with instantanecus
fuses were no good for low level boat sinking. The ultimate target was the
bridge at Hamment,

Reinstorms were guite prevalent, as our boys, flying the second element
of the six ship formation, skimmed over "lare Nostrum," Off the coast of Tunisia
they epotted an Ttalian freighter moving North. They passed so close to the
boat thet Lieut. Lacy's wing overlapped it. A large Italian flag was flying in
the breeze behind., No sholis were fired and a sailor on the rear of the ghip waved
a cheery greeting, :

The spotting continued on North but rain squals and a heavy overcast
forced us back south, We hit the coast at the right spot, and attempted to follow
the railroad into the bridge. Rain was driving so hard that the pilots were
forced to look out the side windows in an attempt to see their way along.

With the weather placing visibility at a minimum, the bridge was missed.
Some light flak was reported. Locking for a place tc set down, Bone proved the
closest and down they came, Lieut, Barnwell flew back to Bertaux the following
day, while the remainder of the aircraft were forced to wait for two days, until
the mud dfied out. They later arrived back in fine shapa,

manEAMENTCNA 'IL
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380th Bombardment S5q.
310th Bombardment. Gp.

Wigeion report

#8

Date- Jenuary 11, 1943

Target- Sga gearch

Squadron airplanes- one

P- lieut., F.F. Loomis
c/P- Tdeut. David Moir
B~ Lieut. BeFe Schisler
R~ Pvt. E.B. Willis

G- Sgt. EH. Nichols

Five B=25"s left the home bage today, to see what they might find con=
cerning reported ghipping coming into Bizerte. Eight P-38's of the 82nd Fight-
er Group sccompanied them with their loed of six 500 pounders.

Slight dust gtorms mede the visibility over jand fairly poer, and they
continued quite a ways out over the water. Sterting back on the last leg Bf
the course, they sighted a medium size freighter, moch to its dismay, Hits
were mede on it from an altitude of 300 feet and when last seen wae burning
close to the water line.

Both the fighters and the bombers joined in on the kill, and all emptied
their tracers in & Blohm and Voes flying boab, model 222, It crashed into the
drink with smoke pouring from it.

411 of our sirplanes returned.

- ——E
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380th Bombardment Sq.
310th Bomberdment Gpe

Misgion report
i3

Date~ Jarmary 12, 1943

Target= Sea Search.

Squadron airplanes- three.

P" Lieut-. D.A.S&clﬂloff P- I..ie‘ﬂ'h. C.D.Q-mick P" Liellt. C.A.Sﬂﬂtbs

/P~ Lieut A.R.Welcotd ¢/p- lieut, L.L.Forter o/P- Iieut. M.L.Picklesimer
B- S/Sgt. A.D.links B~ S/Sgt. K.R.Longrie B- lieut. P.R.Hall

G- Sghe J.J.Crace R- 5/5gt. A.J Meyer R- §/5gt/ T.L.Smith
R~ T/Sgt. R.L.Wesline G- S/Sgte H. Euffman G- 8/3gt. W.D.Redding

Another reported group of merchant vessels brought six more aireraft
from our group out over the lMediterrane&n looking for them. The search proved
fruitlese and all planes returned to their home bases and no bombs were dropped.

Coming in over the coast, light flak was reported at Mahares. We were
accompanied by six P-38's of the &2nd Fighter Group.
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380th Bomberdment Sq.
310th Bombardment GP.

Miesion Report

#10

Date- Jamary 13, 1943
Target-- Ses Search.

Squadron girplanes- 8ix.

P- Lieut. L. Cometh p- Lieut, R.A.18CY P- Lieut. C.M.Barnwell
¢/P- Capt. R.R.Wilder o/p- Lieut. A.S.Thomas /P~ Lieut. R.S.Rich
N~ Ideut, A.J.Fuffman B- s/sgt. P.E.Kessler - Lieut, H.A.Sessler
B~ Iieut, E.W. Iivermen G- S/Sgt. F.lindsey f% T/Sgt. J.A.Ginn
- R~ Pvt. RuJdiount R- Sgt. C.M.Belmer G- &/Sgt. C.D.Jea
G" S/Sgt. P-E.Melhﬂs
P- Lieut. D.H.Drzemel P~ Lieut. C.A.Santos P- Lieut. D.A.Sacknoff
¢/P- lieut. R.J.Sours c/P- Lieut. ¥.1L.Picklesimer C/P- Lieut. A R.Walcott
N~ Iieut. R.C.Kanode B= Lieut, P.R.Hall B~ S/Sgt. A.D,links
B- Lieut. W.C.Holmes R- 8/5gt. T.L.Smith G= Sgb. J.J .Grace
R- T/Sgtas R.l.Shambaugh G- s/sgt. W.D.Redding R- T/Sgt. R.L.Wesline

G- S/Sgt. J.AMilllams

The 380th Squedron really took things over this day, making up the
entire flight, for the sirst time in combat, The scourge of all Aomy fliers wes
their mission for the day--a sea search.

Going out to the coast at a very low altitude, the first of many funny

gxperiences Was BS€eI. An Arab, plowing with the =id of a camel, who suddenly be=

L ] e frightened at roar of the engines, todk OVe? the hill with dire resulte.
The plow wis bomeing from one hillock to ancther end almost equaling it in its
elasticity wes the Areb, fastened to the cemel by & long rope,which wes tied to his
wrist. The last report stated that he wes six feet off the ground on the medium
size hillocks, The other end of the ssme farm also received quite & scere when
s herd of goats and & flock of sheep decided to come together with the herder in
between.

The flight was but half wey through when & cadl from & fighter interrupted
the redio silence to the effect that he wes having motor trouble end wanted to

go back. Back the flight turned but not until some 500 pounders were dropped on

a derelict anchored off the north coast which hed been bothering the boys for some
time. When last seen it wes ginking stern first.

Coming back home "on the deck" another amuging incident helped to cheer
them up, when from the distence, & large fat Areb could be seen, rapidly moving
dowm the path in gearch of shelter. Close behind wes & emall child, Whether the
child wes sttempting to pass or whether the fat cme wes tiring, is not knowm, bub
the small one ran beneath the flying robes of the large oneé, and down the hill they
rolled, When last reported they werejust becinning to apply the brakes.

A11 ajreraft, including the eight P-38's returned safely to their bases.

141" ML,
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380th Bomberdment Sq.
310th Bombardment Gp,

Mission Report
#11

Date~ Jamuary 15, 1943
Target- Sea Search.

Squadron alrpdanes- six,

P- Lieut, L. Cometh P- Lieut, R.A.Lacy P- Lieut, C.W.Barnwell
C/P- Lieut. J.I.Miller C/P- Lieut, A.S.Thomas G/P= Lieut, R.S.Rich

0- Capt. R.R.Wilder B- 5/Sgt. P.E,Kessler N- Lieut, H.A,Sessler

Ny Iieut, AJ . Buffman G- S/Sgt, ¥, Lindsay R- S/Sgt. W.F.Jastrezemski
B= Lieut, E.W,Iiverman R~ Sgt, C.M.Belmer G- S/Sgt. C.D.lea

R~ Pvt. R.J.Mount

G"‘ S[sgt- P.E- Helh‘llﬂ

P" mm. D.H.Dmml P- Ilim- C.A.Santoﬂ P- Liautu D.A.Sac]ﬂloff
C/P- Iieut, R.J.Sours C/P- Lieut, M.L.Picklesimer C/P- Lieut, A.R.Walcott
N- Lieut, R:C.Kanode B~ Lieut, P,R,Hall B- 5/cgt. A.D,Links

B- Iieut. W.G.Holmes R~ S/Sgt. J.S.ILively G- Sgt. J.J.Crace

R~ T/Sgt. R.i.Shembaugh G- S/Sgt. W.D.Redding R- T%gt. R.L.Wesline

G- S/Sgt. J.A.Williams

Once again the 330th Squadron represented the entire Group, on an "air®
going sailor's mission"--z sea search, Takeoff time was 7:15 A.M, but on reaching
the coast they found a solid fromt and when upon lbsing comtact with the fighters
they turned beck to the Base.

At 10:00 o'clock we tried again with noteble success. Although no ship-
ping was sighted, we jumped more than 50 Junker £8's, on the way to Tunis. Im-
mediately the P-38's shot down two of the 52's, In the lead ship, Sgt. Melhus
spotted a Junkers 28 coming straight in from the side and immediately called
Lieut, Miller, the co-pilot and agked him if he should fire.

It seemed like ages as"Silent Jin" coughed, himmed and hawed, cleared
his throat, and then quitely stated, "Sergeant, I guemss you had better carry on."
The Sergeant did carry on, but it was too late as the enemy aircraft had turmed
quickly and gotten out of range. 8/5gt. C.D.Lez of Lieut, Barnwell's crew was
credited with shooting down his first Junkers 52,

A huge six-engine flying boat also found itself in the cenmter of the
melee, and by the way the huge fat "Kraut" was handling the plane, it looked as
though it would have teken an orger from Hitler, to have gotten him to chenge his
course, He suddenly met a cross fire from both the fighters and our craft and when
last seen was entering the drink,

Home we came licking our chops, with everybody sefe and happy.

Hif NEIDEMT AR
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380th Bombardment Sq.
310th Bombardment Gp.

Mission Report
#12

Date- Januery 15, 1943

Target= Sea Searchs

Squadron airplanes- two

P= Tdeut. CuD. Amick P- Lieut, ¥.F, Loomis

¢/P- Lieut. L.L. Porter /P~ Idett, Do Noir

B- 8/Sgt. K.R. Longrie E- Lieut, R.P, Schifler
. R~ S/Sgt. A.J. Meyer R- T/5gt. J .4, Ginn

G- S/5gt. H. Huffman : G- Sgt, E.H, Nichols

Taking no chence on missing the reported shipping, six meore
B-25ts left Bertaux, on the afternoon of the same day, with our Squsdron
furnishing two of the gireraft. MNo shipping was gighted but an experience
almost like the previous raid of the day was the result,

The seme German gircrsft that had been going towards Bizerta
in the morning, were returning to Italy during the aftternoon, This time
they were being escorted by four Jesserschmitt 109's ard six Focke Wulf
190' s,

Thier escort did not deter the boys in the lemst, as they sailed
in with the following results. Tirst e glider, loeded with supplies and
. men and being towed by a Messerschmitt 323, flying boat, was out loose
and lended in the water. Two Junker's 52's were credited to our boys along
with & lone Focke Wulf 190; Another 190 is also listed a&s a probahle.
The P=38' that were our gscort were also credited with a 52, while another
was seen to hit the weter and four more were demaged.

Losses to our side were TwO ?-38's. One missing while the other
hit the water and exploded just off the corst at Bone. Our Bombers
returned safely.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

e

o [N @
JUC = U U6 Al

380th Bombardment Sq.
3]10th Bombardment GP.

Mission report
#13

pate- Jenuary 17, 1943

Target= Graibe Railroad Bridge.

Squadron airplanes- five.

P~ ILieut. C.D. Amick P- Lisut. F.F. Loomis P~ Tdeut. L. Cometh
¢/P- Lieut. R.M, Browmn ¢/p~ Lieut, D. Noir ¢/P= Lieut, J.1. MIller
B- §/5gt. K.R. Longrie B~ Lieut. R.P. Schisler N- Ideut. AJ, Huffman
R- 5/sgt. AJ. Meyer R= Pvt. E.B. Willis B- Lieut. E.W. Liverman
G- 5/5gt. H. Huffman G- Sgt. EJH. Nichols R~ Pvt, R.J. Mount
G- 5/Sgt. F.E. llelhus
. P~ Lisut. R.A. Lacy P= Lieut. C.M. Barnwell
¢/P- Lieut. A.S. Thomas ¢/P- Lieut. R.S. Rich
B- 5/5gt. P.E. Kessler Ne- Lieut, H.A, Sessler
R- Sgt. C.M. Belmer R- T/Sgt. J.A. Ginn
G- Sgt. F. Lindsay G- 8/5gt. C.D. Lea

Excoellent fighter protection was given us today by 16 P=38's of the
Tirgt Fighter Group, but it proved to be of no avail, as we overshot our target
and came in at too low an altitude. All the 500 pound bombe were brought back
for later use.

No flak was found but some nJerry" planes were seen off in the distance.
They gave us no chance to offer combet. Twelve B-25's represented the 310th Bomb
Group that day.
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380th Bombardment Sq.

ziuim report 310th Bomberdment Gp.
14

Date~ January 19, 1943
Target- Medenine Motor Transportation Park (Grove North of town)

Squadron airplanes- six

P- Lieut. L. Cometh P- Lieut. D.H. Draemel P~ Iieut. R.A. lacy
¢/P- Lieut, J.I. Miller C/P- Lieut. R.J. Sours ¢/P- Lieut, A.S, Thomas
0- Capt., R.R. Wilder N- Iieut, R.C. Kanode B- S/5gt. P.E. Kessler
N- Ideut. A.J. Huffman B- Lieut. W.G. Holmes R- Sgt. C.M. Belmer

B- Lieut, E.W, Liverman R~ T/Sgt. R.,M. Shambaugh G- Sgt. F. Lindsay
G- S/Sgt. P.E. Melhus G- S/8gb. J.A, Williems
R= Pvt, R.J. lMount

P- Lieut, C.A., Saptoe P- Lieut, C.M. Barnwell P~ Lieut. D,A, Sacknoff
C/P~- Lieut, M.L. Picklesimer G/P- Ideut. R.S. Rich ¢/P- lieut. F.C. Ross
B~ Lieut. P.R. Hall B/N- Lieut. H.A. Sessler B~ 5/5gt. A.D, ILinks
R- 8/5gt. J.5, Lively R- T/5gt. J.A. Ginn R= T/Sgt. R.L. Westline
G- S/Sgt. W.D. Redding G- S/Sgt. C.D. Lea G- Sgt. J.J. Grace

Eighteen B-25's of the 310th Bomb Group made Medenine quite an unhappy
and unsafe locality today., Highways were seen to go up in dust, while four
strings of bombs cut the grove of trees in four equal sections, There is little
doubt that if "Jerry" was hiding his equipment there, it is now ready to be thrown
into the scrap heap for making shrapnel.

Two Focke Wulf 190's came up to look us over but the glare that was throwm
back at them frem our fighter escort, aided them to change their minds and they
merely looked on, satisfied to stay out of range.

It looked as though we jumped them to fast and surprised them before they
could get their flak guns in action, although we were recipients of some machine
gun fire from the west side of the town, as we were starting home,

Lieut, Hodmes fourd & chance to unlimber his flexible nose gun on the return
route when he saw & truck load of German soldkers content to take their time, roll-
ing along the highway. Down on the deck we roared and when .50 caliber bullets
started to pepper the truck, out came the occupante, very happy to be able to crawl
to a ditch on all fours to spend the next few minutes.

A1l of our planes safely to the Base,

[lj- mMEIMEMT AN
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380th Bombardment Sq,

Mission report 310th Bombardment Gp.
#15

Date= January 20, 1943
Target= Sea Search

Squadron airplanes~ two

P~ Iieut, F.F. Loomis P- Lieut. C.D. &mick
¢/P- Lieut, D. Moir C/P- lieut. L.L. Porter
B~ Iieut. A.A. Wiench B- 3/5gt. K.R, Longrie
R~ Pvt. E.B, Willis R- 8/5gt. AJ. Meyer
G- Sgt. E.H, Nichole G- S/sgt. H, Huffman

Wie were rewarged today on our jaunt over the "brimy deep" with the
knowledge that another load of petrol failed to reach Rommel at the approved
time. Coming in low with four to five second delay fuses, we started at the
port side near the stern and saw one 500 pounder hit square on the rear,

Three near misses also helped to add to the damage and a huge column
of steam, suddenly went up from the center of the vessel. It locked as though
salt water had reached the boilers. When last seen she was sinking stern first,

Quite a little flak, from machine bullets to 20 millimeter cennon was
tossed at us from the escorting vessels, mostly minesweepers, tut we got away
with a good job well domeand returned szfely to base,
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380th Bombardment Sq.
Miission report 310th Bomberdment Gp.
#16

Date- Jamuary 21, 1943

Target- Pont du Fehs

Squadron airplanes- seven

P- Iieut. L. Cometh P- Lieut. R.A. Lacy P- Lieut, C.M. Barnwell
¢/P- Lieut. J.I. Miller ¢/p- lieut, A.S. Thomas C/P- Iieut. R.S. Ribh
0- Cart., R.R. Wilder B- 5/Sgt. P.E. Kessler B-N Lieut. H.A. Smith
N- Lieut, A.J. Huffman R- Sgt. C.M, Belmer R T/Sgts J .4, Ginn
B= Lieut. E.W. Livermen G- Sgt. F. Lindsay G- S/5gt. CiD. Lea
R- Pvt. R.J. Mount
G- S/5gt. P.E. Melhus
(3 P~ Iieut, D.H, Draemel P- Lieut, C.A. Santos
¢/p- Lieut. R.J. Sours ¢/P- Lieut, M.L. Picklesimer
" Ne Iieut. R.C. Kanode B- Lieut. P.R, Hall
B~ Iieut. W.G. Holmes R- 5/Sgt. T.L. Smith
R S/Sgt. R.M. Shambaugh G- S/Sgt. Wi.D, Redding
G- S/sgt. J.A, Williams .
P- Lieut. D.A, Secknoff P- Lieut, C.D. Amick
C/P- Lieut. AR, Walcott . ¢/P- Lieut. L.L. Porter
B- 5/5gt. 4D, Links B- 8/Sgt. K.C. Longrie
R- T/Sgt. R.L. Westline R- S/Sgt. A.J . Neyer
G- S/Sgt. J.J. Grace G- 5/Sgt. H. Huffman

The 380th Squedron tock over in a big way this afternoon, furnishing seven
planes of the 18 aircraft formation, and leading the way for the first time,
on & land target, Fifty six 300 pounders were dropped by our squedron planes

. with excellent coverage on the railroad and highway. There wes also a #airly
good coverage of the town, although the plece lbdked to be deserted.

A German staff car, comtaining at lesst four officers, was also the recipkent
of some .50 caliber slugs from the muzzle of lieut, Sessler's gun, All of the
occupants left the cer in a manner better suited to the beasts of the forest
end crawled for the ditch, An arab house sporting an aerial similar to the
Nazi style, was ripped from the roof by machine bullets,

The boys were well pleased with the flight, calling it one of the best formate
jons ever flown by the Group. 41l of our planesreturned safely.

D O 1] [T [ ™
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380th Bom‘bardment 5q.

Mission report 310th pombardment GPs

#17
Date~ JEnusry 21, 1943
Target- Sed Search

Squadron airplenes- one

P~ Iieut. E.F. Loomis
¢/p~ ldeut. D. Moir

B- Lieut. RePe Schisler
R~ Pvl. E.B. willis

G- Sgte EHe Nichols

. While the majority of +the Squadron aircraflt were attoking Pont DU Fahs
Liesut. Loomis &nd his crew had joined three other planes of the Group on another

gea going mission.

Ls far as bomb dropping goes the migeion was & failure, vub the boys came
pack well eupplied with information. Three Me-109'8 and one Ju-88 were gighted
sarly on the route, but they failed to offer combat, Fifteen minutes later six
more Me-109's were gighted and this time they challenged us yith the result that
5/sgt. Duke Windham of the 381st Squadron claimed one degtroyed. We suffered 10
1ossec. 1he pattle lasted for gwerty minutes.

some flek was reported coming up from the coast, glight heavy and light.
llo damage resulted, 0(ne pattleship and one small oreft were 8lso reported at the

mouth of Bigerie Harbor.
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Mission report
#18

Date~ January 22, 1943

GORFJENTIAL S

380th Bombarcdment Sq.
310th Bombardment Gp.

Target=- E1 Aouina Airdrome, Tunis

Squadron airplanes- six

P- Lieut. R.A. Iacy
C/P- lieut. A.S. Thomas
B- 5/8gt. P.E. Kessler
R- Sgt. C.M. Belmer
G- Sgt. F. Lindsay

P~ Lieut, D.H. Draemel
C/P- Lieut. R.J, Scurs
N- Lieut. R.C. Kanode
B- Lieu-t. w.G’. Holllleﬂ

R- 8/Sgt. R.M. Shambaugh

G- S5/8gt. J.A. Williams

Their introduction to the "Daigy Chain" left no doubt in the minds of the
It was the heaviest flak they had ever
The continually blossoming of

crews a8 to the well meaning of the title.
,seen. It came in bunches and it came in barrages.
the tiny puffs, smde one want to reach out and pluck them.

It was a job well done.

P- Lieut. L. Cometh
¢/P= Ideut, J.I. Miller
Ne Lieut, 4.J. Huf fman
B- Id.eu'ﬁ. Ea“- Livm
R"‘ M- R-Je MMto

G- 8/Sgt. P.E. Melhus

P- mm. D.‘&c Sﬁ.chloff
C/P= Lieut, A.R, Walcott
B- S/Sgt. A.D. Links

R- T/5gt. R.L. Westline
G- Sgt. J.J.Grace

Ju-52's had been destroyed on the ground.

Five unidentified and 4 Fw=190's followed after us, but our fighter cover
set a fast pace and did not give them a chance to do bettle. The crews received a
ggod lesson on how to "chew out a man" on the way back, when they spotted a German
officers reising h... &t his men, for not getting their machine guns on us in time,

Lieuts Draemel and Sours received slight scratches when flak hit the cockpit
breaking the plexi-glass in their face. All of our planes returned safely,

CONFIDENTIAL

The field was well mmmwek covered with clusters of
fregmentation bombs. Smoke could be seen pouring from the southwest corner of the
field., Pictures made, following the attack, showed at least 40 aircraft mostly

P- Lieut. C.M. Barnwell
C/P- Lieut. R.S. Rich
N/B- lLieut, H,A, Sessler
R- T/sgt, J.A, Ginn

G- S/sgt. C.D. Lea

P~ Lieut, C.A, Sentos
¢/P- Lieut. M.L. Picklesimer
B" Ilim. PQR. Hall

B~ 8/5gt. J.8. Lively
G- S/8gt, W.D, Redding
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380th Bombardment Sq.
Miselon report 310th Bombardment Gp.
#19
Date= January 24, 1943
Target- Medenine Airdrome

Squadron airplanes- five

P~ Lieut. L. Cometh P~ lieut, R.A, Lacy P- Iieut. C.M, Barnwell
C/P- Lieut. J,I1. Miller  C/P- Lieut. A,S. Thomas C/P- Lieut. R.E, Rich
O- Major R.R. Wilder B- S/Sgt. P.E. Kessler B/fi~- Lieut. H.A. Sessler
N- Lieut., A.J. Fuffman R~ Sgt. C.M, Belmer R- T/Sgt. J.A, Gimn

B~ Lieut. E.W. Liverman - G- Sgt. F. Lindsay G- S/Sgt. C.D. Lea

R." Pvt. RJ. Mmmt
G- S/Sgt. P.E. Melhus

P- Lieut, F.F, Loomis P- Lieut, C.D, Amick
C/P- Lieut, D, Moir ¢/P- Lieut. L.L, Porter
B~ Lieut. R.P. Schisler B- S/5gt. K.R. Longrie
R~ Pvt, E.B. Willis R= S/Sgt. A.J. Meyer
G- Sgt. E.H, Fichols G~ S/5gt. H. Buffman

Rejoicing in the success of their attack on El Acuina, it was but two days
later that Lieut. Cometh led an 18 ship formation from the Group to the other end
of Tunisia, to see what damage could be done to the Medenine Airport.

The primary target was blank, but guick thinking on the part of Lieut. Cometh
wheeled the formation around over another airdrome where planes were spobted, sitting
on the ground, The results were of the finest. Three planes blew up taking off.
Enother gim engined plane, a Me-323 also burst into flames from the effects of the
frag bombs, that covered it as it was moving down the runwey. We claimed 25 to 30 =i
shipe were destroyed in the#r parking spaces. No fighters got off to intercept us.

Lieut. Huffman in his anxiety to "burn" a machine gun nest, that appeared
before them quite suddénly, shoved the handle of the flexible gun through the roof
of the compartment. He is afraid he was too late.

All of our planes returned safely. This was Capt. Wilders idea of celebrating
his promotion to llajor. A trip over enemy territory.

CONFIDENTIAT
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Mission report
#20

Date- Januery 27, 1943
Target- Sea Search
Squadron airplanes= six

¢/P- Iieut. J.I. Miller
0~ Major R.R. Wilder
N- Lieut. A.J. Huffman
B- I-ie‘llt. E.W. Livemn
G- S/Sgt. P,E, Melhus
R=- Pyt, R.J. Mount

P~ Lieut., F.F. Loomis
¢/P- Lieut. D, Moir

B= Lieut, R.FP, Schisler
R~ Pvt, E.B., Willis

G- Sgt. E.H, Nichols

I Al
- aﬂ:ﬂ‘-ﬂ' lﬁ gy & .

380th Bombardment Sq.
310th Bombardment Gp.

F- Iieut, R.A, Lacy
C/P- Lieut. A.S. Thomas
B- 8/8gt. P.E. Kessler
R~ Sgt. C.M. Belmer
G- Sgt. F. Lindsay

P"‘ Lim- C-D. Mi(‘.k
C/P- lieut. L.L. Porter
B- 8/5gt. K.R. Longrie
R~ S/Sgt. A.J. Meyer
G- S/Sgt. H. Huffman

F- Lieut. C.ﬁ. Barnwell
C,T" Lieut. R.S. Rich
B" -Lieut. "anan Wiench
R T/Sgt. J.A. Ginn

G- 8/3gt. C.D, Lea

P~ Capt., E.E., Batten

C/P- ldeut. F.A. Shorsher
B/N~ Lieut. H.A, Sessler
R= 8/Sgt. A.A, Szczesnisk
G~ Cpl. J.A, Dackiewicz

Our squadron furnished all the aircraft todey and with Lieut. Cometh
getting the pace, we headed out once again over “the clear blue waters of the

Mediterranean,

Just two hours from takeoff time, two ships were sighted in ths

distance and we came closer, wendering what they were.

Lieut, Amcik was the first to realize the importance of the small ecraft,

and radioed Lieutl Cometh to the effect that they were destroyers.

Well whether

he wented to listern or not, his excuse on his return wes that his earphones were
lying on the seat besidé him, Lieut. Porter ealmly looked the scene over and
as the run started remarked to the crew, via the inter-phone, "Boys, here we go."

We did go, From an altitude of 200 feet that caused the air to be blue

with light flak, we crossed their formetien. Two direct hits were seen to strike
the lead destroyer. Four near misses ceused it to rock back and forth and it looked
as though it might jump out of the water. Soon it began to list and when last seen
it was settling XT¥EX fast. Due to fine evasive action the second vessel had no
direct hits, but several near misses, "Dumb luck" on the part of the "Wops" aided
them miraculously when Lieut, Lacy's bombs hung up and would not release. Upon
landing he found that they were hanging by cne &one shackle. ‘

Flak from the second destroyer was still firing at us as we left the target.
Lieut. Cometh led the flight home to be rewarded with the orders, promoting him to

Captain. All of our planes returned safely, although quite a few holes were fowd
in all of the eirplanes. .

" - ’
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380th Bombardment Sq.
Mission report 310th Bombardment Gp.
#21
Date~ January 28, 1943
Tgrget- Sfax Marshalling Yards

Squadron airplanes- five.

P- Lieut. R.A. Lacy P- Lieut. D.H. Dreemel P- Lieut. C.A. Santos
C/P~ Iieut, A.B. Thomes C/P- Lieut., R.J. Sours C/P- Lieut, M.L. Picklesimer
B= 8/Sgt. P.E. Kesgler N- Lieut, R.C. Kenode B~ Lisut, P.R, Eall
R- Sgt. C.M, Belmer B- Lieut. W.G. Holmes R- 8/8gt, 7.8, Lively
G- Sgt. F. Lindeay R- T/Sgt. R.W, Shambaugh G- S/Sgt. W.D. Redding
G~ S/Sgt. J.A. Williams

P" LiE'lIt. D.A. Sac]mcff P" ueut. GCMI B&m‘lall

C/P=~ Lieut. A.R. Walcott C/P- Lieut, R.S. Rich

B~ S/Sgt. A.D. Links B~ Licut, A.A, Wiench

R- T/Sgt. R.L. Westline R~ T/Sgt. J.A, Ginn

G- Sgt. J.J.Crace G- S/Sgt. C.D. Lea

Three hundred pounders did the job today, tearing up railroad tracks, cars
and causing flames to burst out in several sectors. Sgt. Fred Lindsaye drew first
blood and & Me-109 was seen to burst into flames and crash., This was the 501 enemy xd
aircraft shot down over the North African front. Ancther Me-1l09 was also seen to
go dom, but from whose guns, no one was sure.

For an airplme that is red-lines at 340 miles per hour, our "two-bitsey's"
did a wonderful job today when we hit the deck coming off the target. All air speed
indicators were showing over 350 miles per hour, Lieut, Santos in his anxiety to
"Shove everything forward" hit the gtabilizer & mite too hard, and et one time was
flicking the 400 mark, £/Sgt. Redding sweers to this day, that the ammmition in
his gun boxes, started to float in mid-air, and it was only his hands that kept it
in place.

S/Sgt. lively, an occupent of the seme plane, was the recipient of a fine
scar on the top of his head, when he, like the ammo, was left floating in the middle
of the plane somewhere, attempting to keep himself off the ceiling with one hand.

11 our aireraft returned safely.
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380th Bombardment Sq.
Mission report 310th Bombardment Gp.
#22
Date- January 29, 1943
Target=- El Aouina Airdreome, Tunis

Squadron airplanes- three

P- Lieut, C.D., Amkck P~ Cap‘l«. E.E. Batten P- Lieut. F.F. Loomis
¢/P- Lieut, L.L. Forter 0/P- Lieut. F,A, Shorsher C/P- Lieut, D, Moir

B~ 5/5gt. K.R. Longrie B/N- lieut, H.A, Sessler B=- S/Sgt. W.F, Jastrzemski
R- S/Sgt. AJ. Meyer R= 8/Sgt. A.A, Szczesnisk R- Pvt, E.B. Willis

G- 3/Sgt. H. Huffman G= Cpl. J.A. Dackiewicz G- Sgt. E.H, Nichols

lMother nature proved a friend to Werry" today, when the closed in the
northern Tunisian front so tight that the visibiltiy was nil, All the bombs were
brought back,

There wae some action just after we turmed back, although we were not too
much involved, when our ezmcort of P-38"s shot dowmn two Me-109's,

A1l of our planes returned safely.
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380th Bombardment Sg.
Mission report 310th Bombardment Gp.
#23

Dzte- January 30, 1943
Target- E1 Aouinet Marshelling Yards.

Squedron airplenes- five,

P- Lieut, D.A, Saeknoff P- Capt. E,E. Batten P- Lieut, F.F. Loomis
Cp- Lieut, A.R, Walcott CP= Lieut, F.A, Shorsher  CP- Lieut, D, Moir
B- 8/Sgt, A.D. Links Ne Lieut, H.A. Sessler B- 5/Sgt. W.F, Jastrzmski
G- Sgte. JJ. Grace R~ 8/Sgt. A.A, Szeseniek R~ Pvit, E.B, Willis :
R- T/Sgt. R.L. Wesline G- Cpl. J.A, Dackiewicz G- Sgt, W.H. Niclos :
i1 P- Lieut. C.A. Sentos P- Lieut. C.D, Amick

CP=- Lieut, M.L, Pickleseimer 0P- Lieut, L.L. Porter

B= Lieut, P.R, Hall B- 8/Sgt. D.E. McCaig

R-S/5gt. T.L, Smith R= 8/8gt. AJ. Meyer

G- S/Sgt. W.D, Redding G- 5/5gt. H.,Huffman

Eighteen B-25's roered out this morning, on what was to prove & very
lively adventure, Our Squadron formed one element and two thirds of amother.

The job of bombing was & jeb well done, when hits were seen well
scattered onver the entire sector. Coming away from the target, when enemy
fighters geve you enough time to look, smoke from the fires were visible for
a dicstance of 60 miles, One flak battery, long & potent item in Adolph's
defenses, will no longer continue to harrass our aireraft, A 500 pounder was
seen to hit him dead center. Inocther was seen to hit the headquarters build-

. ing and flames broke out immediately.

Coming off the target was merely the starting peint for a 20 minute
running fight with a flight of about 15 ME-109's. The going got hot and
heavy but & tight formation, with fine fighter protection, brought us home
in fine style.

Qur bombers claimed four enemy aireraft shot down, while ocur "pea
shooter! friends who so ably escorted us, claimed three more. All of our
aireraft returned to their bases.

CONEIDERTIAT
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380th Bombardment Sq.
Mission report 310th Bombzrdment Gp.
#24
Date- Februaty 2, 1943
Target- El Maou Airdrome, Sfax

Squadron airplanes~ six

P- Cﬁpt. LQ Cm‘hh P"‘ Lim. RIA' L&cy P"' Lieunt. G.H. BﬂI’n‘lBll
Cp- Lieut, J,I. Miller CP- Lieut, 4.S. Thomas CP- Lieut, R.S. Rich

O- Naj. R.R. Wilder B- 8/Sgt. P.E, Kessler B= Lieut, A.A, Wiench
N- Lieut. A.J. Huffman R= Sgt. C.M, Belmer R- T/Sgt. J.A, Cimnn

B- Lieut, W.E. Liverman G- Sgt. 7. Tindsay G- S/Sgt. C.De Lea

G- S/SET'. P.E. Mell‘nla
R- Pvt, RJ,. Mount

P- Lieut, D.H. Draemel P- Lieut, D.. S:clnoff  P- Lieut, C.A, Santos

CP- Lieut. R.J. Sours CP- Lieut, A,R, Walcott  CP- Lieut, M.L. Picklescimer
N- Lieut, R.C. Kanode B- ®/ogt, A.D, Links B- Lieut, P.R. Hall

B- Lieut, W.G. Holmes G- Sgt. J.J. Grace R- S/5gt. J.S, Lively

R=- T/Sgt. RJi. Shambaugh R- T/Sgt. R.L. Wesline G- S/Sgt. W.D. Redding
G- S/Sgt. J A, Williams

The field proved to be & little hard to find, but cnce again the "eagle
eye" of Captain Cometh located the target. Things locked bare &nd no flak was
coming up to give us a cheery greeting, but finally "Jerry" decided he should,
Dust streaks from his engines géve him eway, and down and away went our clusters
of frogmentation bombs.

At least 20 edrpleanes were caught and destroyed on the ground, We
Termed our trip quite a success. ZEnemy aireraft failed to bother us at anytime,

A very humorus inecident helped to cheer the boys returning, when an
Arab jumped from his camel to hold him better as we came low across him, He
held him, all right, but he forgot to amchor himself and the propwash from the
18 planes, sent him rolling acorss the ground,
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380th Bombardment Sa.
Mission Report 310th Bombardment Gp.

# 25
Date~ February 3, 1943

Target- Railroad and Highway, 4 miles North of Naknassy.

Squadron airplanes- seven.

P- Lieut, K.H, Draimel
Cp- Lieut. R.J. Sours
H" Liﬁ'ut- R-Gn Kanode
B=- Lieut, W.G. Holmes

P-Lim- G.D- Amiak
CP- ILieut, L,L. P rter
B- §/Sgt. K.R. Longrie
R- £/Sgt. 4.7, Meryer
G- &/sgt. H.HUffman

R- T/5gt. R.M.Shambaugh

P~ Liesut, D.A, S&cimoff
GP. Lieut. A.RQ Wa.lco‘b'h
B- S/sgt, A.D. Links
G" Sgb. J-J.GI‘EBQ

R~ T/Sgt R.L. Wesline

G- S/sgt. 7,4, Williams

P" Limo G.A- Sa.ntoa

0P= Lieut., M,L, Pickleseimer
B- ILieut., R.P. Hall

R- 8/Sgt. T.L. Smith

G- 8/Sgt. W.D, Redding

P- Lisntu Rt-&h Iﬂcy
CP- Lieut, A.,S, Thomas
B- S/Sgt. PIE, Kessler
H= Sg‘h. C.a Belmer
G- Sgt. F. Linday

P- Capt. L. Cometh

CP- Lieut, J.1. Miller
N=- Lieut. AJ. Huffman
B= Lieut. E.W. Liverman
G- 5/5gt. P.E, Melhus
R= Pvh. RMT. Mount

P- lieut, C.M. Barnwell
CP* Lieut, R.S. Rich
B"' Lieut- Alkl Wiench
R=- T/Sgt. J.A. Gimn

G/ s/sgt. C.D. Lea

Surprise proved the maein part of the atdack today. We were over the
target and had dropped our bombs before "Jerry" realized just what had happened.
But it wes the "luck of the Gods" that let him keep his bridges. The delayed
action fuses failed to ignite the powder in the proper manner and the explosion
hardly demsged the target, although the bombs were lying in the proper place.

We were just congratulating ourselves on getting away with something
when we passed over the weet side of twon. Congratuletions seemed to be a little
premature when we were sudc sly enveloped in flak.

Seven of the prettiest bursts you have ever se-n, the type that would
turn the everege gumner green with envy, broke across the front of Capt. Cometh's
airplene. Rieut, Liverman contende at that moment he locked up and said the
keeper of the gate, St. Peter. Ie said the man iwth the long white beard leaned
“own and sterted to open the hatch, bidding him to climb out and come along,
with the words, "Ernst, I want you." ]

"] locked up, said Lieut. Livermen, "end pulled hard to close the
hatch, stating, sorry Sir, Big Red is not quite ready."

"I breathed & sigh of relief," he continued and locked back," saying
to myself that if that gurmer had, had & crimp in his arm, we would have been
hit dead center."

A1l of our planes returned to the Base,

GOMFDENTIAL
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380th Bombardment Sq.
310th Bombardment Gp.

Mission Repert ’
#26

Date~ February 4, 1943

Target= D] Touel Airdrome

Squadron airplanes- six.

P- Capt, E.E,Batten P- Iieut, F,.F,Loomis P~ Lieut. C.D.Amick

8/P- lieut, F.A,Shorsher C/P- Iisut, D, Moir C/P= Lieut, L.L.Porter
B- mmc H.A.SQSB].BI' B- S/Sgt. W.F.J&Btl‘%ﬂ!ﬂﬁki B- S/SEt. K.R.ngl'ie
R- S/Sgt. A.A.Szcseniek R~ Pvt, E,B,Willis R~ 8/Sgt. J.A.Meyer
G- Cpl. J.A.Dackiewicz G- Sgt. E.H.Nichols G- 8/5gt. H. Huffman

P- Lieut., D.H.Draemel P= Lieut, D.A.Sackneff P= Lieut, C,A.Santos
C/P=- Lieut, R.J.Sours C/P- Lieut. A,R.Waleott C/P=- Lieut, M,L,Picklesimer

N=- Lieut, R.C.Kanode B- 8/8gt, A.D,Links B~ Lieut. P,R.Hall
B- Hm. F.G.HOIEBS G- Sft' J.J che R- S/Sgh. TaL-Smith
R- T/Sgt, R.M,Shambaugh R- T/Sgt. R.L.Wesline G- S/8gt. W.D.Redding

G- S/5gt. J.A.Willians

Cne complete flight was reprenented by the 380th today in the 18 ship
formation that left the local base loaded to knoeck out any Nazi airplanss that
might be resting their weary wings,

But- ~fate again turned the tables on us and the weather had turned

completely around and the airdrome was completely closed in, Back we came disap=-
pointed but certain that they would heer from us at a later date,

PN T R L
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. 320th Bombardment Sq.
310th Bombardment Gp,

Mission Report
#27

Date- Februvary 8, 1943
Target- Gabes Lirdrome
Squadren airplanss- six

P- Lieut. D.H.Draemel P~ Lieut. D.A.Sacknoff P- lieut, C.A.Santos

C/P- lieut, R.J.Sours C/P- Lieut, A.R.Walcott O/P- Iieut, M.L.Picklesimer
N~ Lieut, R.C.Kanode B- S/sgt. A,D,Links B- 8/Sgt. J.S.Lively

#B- Lieut, W.G.Holmes G- Sgt. J.J.Grace G- 8/Sgt. W.D.Redding

R- T/Sgt. R.M.Shambaugh R- T/Sgt, R.L.Wesline R~ 5/Sgt. T.L.Spith

G- 5/5gt J.A.Williams

P- Capt, E.E.Batten P- Iieut, R.A,Lacy P- Iieut, C.M,Barnwell
C/P- Iieut, F.A,Shorsher C/P- Lieut. A.5.Thomas C/P- Lieut, R,M,Brown
B~ Lieut, H.A.Sessler B~ S/Sgt, D.E.McCaig B- Lieut, A,A,Wiench
R- 5/8gt. A.A,Szosesniak R- Sgt. C.M,Belmer R- T/Sgt. J.A,Gimn

G- Cpl. J.ADackiewicz Gr Sgt. F.lindsay G- 5/3gt. C.D.Lea

# Eighteen airplanes left today to wrezk vengeance on the "hottest! target
in lower Tunisia; the pride of the Afrika Korps, the Gabes Airdrome, This time some-
thing was wrong and they were waiting for us, As we circled North of town, heading
out over the water to start our bomb run, we could see fighters teking off to inter=
cept us, Flak began to surround us even before we reached the target,

Iieut, Kanode stated that they had such a warning on us that they had
time to send to Bizerte for an extra flak battery and send to town to bring the fightes
pilots back truck,

Flak or no flak, in we went, straight into the heart of the 'drome, Our
bombs govered the field well and small fires could be seem starting as we pulled
awey. “he sky was black with fighters, Flak was every place, Firet blood wemt to Sgt.
J .J Grace when he caught a Me=109 in his sights,

Lieut. Sacknoff starting his bomb run could not figure cut what hadhape
pened when the bomb bay doors had not opened., Little did he Know that his bombardier
S/8gt. A.D.Links had beeh knocked out by & flak scrap, It was not until he landed
that he found out that his radio operator T/Sgt. Wesline had also been wounded, but,
he continued to stay on the job,

Disaster also struck the Squadron today. The airplanes piloted by ILieuts,
Barnwell and Iacy went down under the guns of Nazi fighters, Missing in action is
their heading, as men of their caliber can still take it and come back,

o fighter escort was found today until we reached the safe landing line,
but then it was not needed, All of our pln,i;es received some damage with Lieut. Sack-
noff!s showing between 400 and 500 holes. “he jar in landing, the result of a flat
tire jarred the shrapnel from Sgt. Links's leg, but no complaint from him,

(See Casuality Section)
l‘U] M L ‘; ‘:’Ji‘:f_"'TPff I "l
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380th Bombardment Sq.
Mission Report 310th Bombardment Gp.
#29
Date- February 14, 1943

Target- Sea Search.

Squadron airplanes-two

P- Lieut, D,H, Draemel P- Lieut. C,A, Santos

CP- Lieut, R.J. Sours CP- Lieut. M.L. Fickleseimer
B- Lieut, W.G. Holmes B=- Lieut, P,R, Hall

N~ Lieut. R.C. Kanode G- S/5gt. W.D, Redding

R- T/Sgt. R.M. Shambaugh R~ S/Sgt. T.L. Smith

. G- S/Sgt. J .M. Williams
Op Lieut. Hill

Today' s mission, composed of six B-25's and a trip over the liediterranean,
proved to be nothing more then just that. Not a thing was sighted and the
boys rode merrily along, The weather wes fine and the eky as blue as the
water, but it seemed that friend "Jerry" had decided to keep his shipping
at home for a few days.

The ride proved slightly monotonous after ewhile but all the ships returned
safe and sound.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

¥ BN DENTIAG '

I h‘fﬁ.

380th Bombarément Sq.

Mission report
#30

Date- February 17, 1943
Target- Vallicidro Airdrome, Sardinia
Squadron airplsnes- four

P- Capt, L. Cometh

CP» Lieut, d.1. Miller
B=- Lieut. A.J. Huffmen

Be= Iieut. E.f. Liverman
R- M' RnJu Hmmt

G- §/sgt. P.E, Melhus

P- capt. EIE. Battm

CP- Lieut. F.A. Shorsher
N' Lim. A‘HC Sea&l&r
R- 5/8gt. A.A. Szcsesniak
G- Cpl, J.A, Dackiwiezc

310th Bombardment Gp.

P- Ideut. D.A. Sacknoff
CP' Lieutl. AaR. walcdtlt
B- S/Sgt. A.D. Links

G"' Sstl JaJo Grnce
H- T/Sgt. R.L. Wesline

P- Iieut, F.F. Loomis
CP--Lie‘IIt. Do ﬂﬂir

B~ Lieut. R.Fl Schisler
R- Pvt. E.B. Willis

G- S/Sgt. E.W, Wichols

0- Maj. J .A. Roth

The "bombardier's dresm", & trip onver known enemy territory, where
you Inow thet everybhing you hit is hurting the enemy, was the mission for
today, OCne of Mussolini's ginest airdromes, the Vallicidro Airbase, on the
western side of Sardinia was the target,

liother Nature helped to defend the enemy territory, by putting up a
thick cloud layer, but we were not to be daunt d, dropping our bombs on the
"istimated time of errivel." No results could be seen.

Since & few of the boys had noh dropped their bombs, we decided to
come back over the heart of enemy territory to see whait Eind of an opportunity
terget we might find., The first proved to be & flock of sheep that dispersed
in quick faghion after the flixible ,5C in the hands of Lieut, Liverman sprayed
among them, ILieut, Sescler placed his trademark down the center of a street
and then attempbed to carve his initials in the front door of en house with
machine gun bullets. Just south of Caglisri we sow two large merchant vessels
sitting at anchor but our bombs for their destruction were not of the right
type. A spall fishing snack, just off the coast bepen to dence in the water
as each plane geve it & bugy and & burst of fire. Seszplanes anchored in the
bay were also shot up while the regular airdrome becsme the target of some etraf-
ing by Lieut, Fuffman,

The 12 plenes in our formation received some flak but it was slight
and no scars were left on us. 41l of our plenes returned safely,
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380th Bombardment Sq.
Mission Report 310th Bombardment GF.
#31

Date- February 21, 1943
Target- Sea Search

Squadron airplenes- none,

N- Lieut, H..A. Sessler, played an important role in the lead ship, piloted by
Cept, Alpheus A, White of the 379th Squadron,

It wae & "must" target and grim determination was on the face of all
the men as they climbed =board the airplanes, The Germen Panzer divisions liagd
just broken through at Kasserine and we had been given the difficult job of
stopping them by kmocking out their suprplies,

The target, the largest tepnker in the Italian fleet, disguised as a
merchentman was scmewhers out on the sea, headed for Bizerte with a large
supply of gasoline for the tenks of Hommel.

Ve found him and three direct hits from an altitude of 200 feet, left
bim in flsmes; 10,000 tone of flames, 4 cruiser accompaning it wae left on its
sides Our escort of P-38's also had a good dey. 4An Arado seaplane, & Junkers
88 and a Heinkel 177 fell under their blazing guns., COne of our planes also
went domm from the hesviest flak we had ever seen coming from a ship,

Another convoy wee seen hesding southward but our boubs were gone and
& difficult job had been sccomplished, Lieut. Sessler had arother experience,
when the landing gear on Capt, White's airpleamne failed to respond after the
heavy dose of flek 'ad smeered it and but two wheels would come down, and
extra pumping proved to no avail end the result was a forced landing and a
cracked up airplane at Tingley ¥ield, at Bone,, The next day found the crew
back gafle and sound at Bertaux, after & long ride in an open truek,

Praise for a job well deme ceme from 2ll directions, but the finest
came from Major Genersl Carl A, Spaatz, our commender-in-chief, when he stated
that the wictory at Kasserine Pass, was the result of this bombing, Rommel
wasg beaten mainly beczuse he hed no gasoline to run his tearks.
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330th Bombardment Sq.
Mission report 310th Bombardment Gp.
#32

Date- February 22, 1943
Target- Sea Search

P- Ca.pt-.L- cometh P-‘ Lie‘ﬂ:l. CQD- Amick P- Limn D.H. Dmmﬂl
¢/P- Lieut, J,I, Miller C/P- Lieut, L.L. Porter ¢/P- Lieut. R.J. Sours
N- Lieut. 4.7, Huffman  B- S/5gt. K.R, Longrie B~ Lieut, W.G. Holmes
B- Lieut. E,W, Liverman R~ 8/Sgt. A.J, Neyer N- ILieut. R.C. Kanode
0- Major R.R. Wilder G- S/Sgt. H. Huffman R- T/Sgt. R.M. Shambaugh
G- S/5gt. P.E. Melhus G- S/Sgt. J.A, Williams
R~ Pvt. R.J. Mount

. P- Lieut, C.A., Santos P- Lieut, D,A, Saclknoff
¢/P- lieut, M.L. Picklesimer C/P- lieut, AR, Walcott
B~ Lieut., P.R, Hall B- S/3gt. A.D, Links
G- S/5gt. W.D. Bgdding R- T/Sgt. R.L. Westline
R~ 8/8gt. T.L. Smith G- Sgt. 3.J. Grace
AP- Pyt, A.R, Erb

Cur frequent trips over water once again paid dividends amd low-level
bombing of a 500 foot freighter was deadly accurate encugh to send it steaight
to the bottom. Despite the intense protection afforéed it by two destroyers,
one flak barge and an eirplane cover of eight Ju-88's and six Ke-210's; we drove
home and dom she went.

S/5gt. Herbert Huffman drew first blood with & lone Fw=190 that had been
hanging on the outside of the battle. S/Sgt. Palmer Melhus also added to his

score with a Me-210, the first of this type to fall beneath the gune of a memmber
of this Group.

411 of cur planes returned safely, calling it a job well done.
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38 Bombardment Sq.
310th Bombardment Gp.

Mission Report
#33

Date- February 23, 1943
Target= Sea Search

P~ Capt, E,E.Batten
C/P- lieut. F.A.Shorsher
Ne Iieut, H.A.Sessler
R- 5/8gt, A.A,Szcsesniak
G= Cpl, J.A,Dackiwiecz

Our Squadron represented one-gixth of this mission, still out locking
for boate. The trip proved to be nothing more than a ride as nothing was sighted,

One of the P=38's escorting us went down in the drink, but the eause
is not known, We stayed around long emough to drop him a life raft and to see
that he climbed in it, He was later reported as being rescued.

All of our planes returned safely.
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380th Bonba:cdmant sw .1 M 1AL
10th

Oolumbia South Garolin&
Office of t.he Commanding Officer

July 16, 1942

MEMORANDUM
TO :+ A1l Cencerned.

1. On Jume 22,23, and 24, 1942 certain perscnnel of this
command performed & well cordinated job of servicing the &lst Transport
Group from Pope Field, consisting of forty one (41) cargo type airplanes.
This work was accomplished in a very efficient and laudeble manner and
was completed in an exceptionally short time working at a high speed and
without confusion, accident or injury. The splendid supervision, coor-
dination and team work of all members of units was directly responsible
for this excellent rerformance. The Wing Commander in charge of the 6lst
Transport Group and his subordinate officers all expressed great gratifica-
tion for the manner in which the airdrome control and servicing of these
planes was accomplished,

2. It is my pleasure to compliment and praise the individuals
and crews, including Bese Operations Officer and his Assistant, the Con-
trol Tower Operators, Traffic Control Ground Crews, all members of the
Alert Crews and ell drivers and service men operating the field servicing
units of the 310th Bombardment Group, for this very laudable performance.

3. It is desired that the Base Operations Officer have this
compliment recorded in the records of each individuel concerned,

GIIBERT T. COLLAR
Colenel, Air Corps,
Commanding.

(copy)

N ]| nre HE ) 4 R
| | L
[: nlh' UL U U
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380th Bombardmert Sq.

Mission report
#o2

Date- July 19, 1943
Target- Sciacca Airdrome
Squadron airplanes- eleven

P~ Capt, D.H. Draemel
¢/P- Lieut. D.J, Murchie
N"’ Lim; RDCI Kande
B~ Lieut. N.W. Ackerson
R~ T/5gt. R.M. Shambaugh
G- 5/8gt. J.A. Williams

P- Lieut. E,L. Cromartie
¢/P» lieut, J,B. Carney
B- Iieut, F.I. Blumenfeld
N- Lieut. JID. Coffey

R= T/Sgt. E.i. Smith

G- S/Sgt. J. Kobasa

P~ Lieut. C.E. Rice
c/P- Lieut, J,H. Hanlon
B= Iieut. R.C. Mizerski
R‘ sgt- P.DI Alemder
N Lieut. E.H. Potter
G~ S/Sgt. C.L. Thomes

P~ Lieut. ¥.C. Ross
c/pP- Lieut, J.S. Weaver
B~ S/Sgt. S.R. Crossman
R= Pvt. R. Lysowski
G- Sgt. E.W. Litchfield

310th Bombardment Gp.

P~ Lieut, R.J. Sours
¢/P- Lieut. F. Gifford
B- S/Sgt. R.S. Weinstein
R~ S/Sgt. T.L. Smith

G- Cpl. B.W. Himes

P~ Lieut. F.C. Folwell
0/P- Iieut. T.C. Bounds
B- 8/Sgt. J.J. Altobello
B- 8/8gt. B.F, Link

G- §/Sgt. W.0. Gore

P=- Lieut. JoIo Miller
¢/P- ¥/0 T.R. Sowder
B~ S/8gt. AM. Blevins
R- &/Sgt. L.F. Henry
G- Sgt. R.E. Ritter

P~ Iieut. C., Hament

¢/P- lieut. R.N. Arentson
B- §/Sgt. K.R. Longrie
R- §/8gt. B.W. Wells

G~ Sgt. W.W. Karquis

AP- Pfe, V.,F. Sibeila

P- Lieut. l.L. Picklesimer
¢/P- lieut, E.J. Beale
B- 5/Sgt. P.E. Kessler
R~ S/Sgt. J.A, Dackiewicz
G- S/Sgt. L.A. Szezesniak

P= Lieut, J.H. Benton
¢/P- Lieut. C.V. Walten
B- S L] 'GvF- Snyﬂsr

R= S%gt-. D.E, Hoover
G- S/5gb. W.J. McConnell

P- Lieut. J.W. Hﬂhb&rd
¢/P- lLieut, E.A, Drew
B- T/8gt. H.H, Kechter
R~ 8/5gt. L.D, Brinson
G" Sgtla BoLa Brimhall

(Plane turned back; spare

filled in.)

We paid another visit to Sciacca Airdrome today and this time our bombing

wae of the highest calibre in accuracy.

There were about twenty five enemy 2ir=

craft dispersed around the field and seversl hits were reported among parked a/e
in the KE corner of the A/D. An excellent bomb pattern resulted in the emtire

field being well

the field.

covered with the central part being particularly hard hit.
reported that two or three dire

1t was

¢t hite were made on planes on the S center edge of

Three fighters came up to intercept the formation but were driven off by

our escort., The deadly accuracy of the flak gunners todey proved to be the greatest
harassing agent of the ememy. One B-25, not of our squacron, was shot dom by the
ground gunners. It crashed at the target and one perachute was seen to open.
inother B=25, believed hit by flak, landed at a friendly A/D. Photos were teken

of the bombing.

at Iy =i s i
W T WIS i AL
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CONFIDENTIAL
Mission report . 380th Bombardment Sq.
#93 310th Bombardment Gp.
Date~ July 11, 1943
Target- Sciacca Airdrome
Squadron airplanes- twelve
P- Cﬂp’b. C.Lo GI'CM P- Lieut. FnA. Shorﬂher P' Lieut'a R.S. mch
¢/p- Lieut, L.G. Anderson  C/P- Lieut, D.J. Murchie C/P- Lieut, 7.4, Hanlon
- Licut, J.D. Coffey B- s%. G, 4sh B- 8/Sgt. W,F, Jestrzemski
B- Lieut. J .H. Windler R- 5/Sgt. J.W. Dinges R~ S/Sgt. F.A. Poknis
R- T/8gt. R.B. Aill G- Sgt. J.J. Black G- 8/5gt. L.F. Rodgers
G- 8/Sgt. J.L. Pintar AP~ Pfc. V.F, Sibaila
P" umq CcE. R-ice P" Lim. J.II Hille!‘ P"‘ Lieu:t!. J.Wi Hubhﬂ-l‘d
¢/P- Lieut, W.L, Bates ¢/P- F/0 T.R, Sowder C/P- Lieut. T.C. Bounds
K- Lisut. R.C. Eenode B- S/Sgt. A.M. Blevins B~ T/Sgt. H.H.Kechter
B- Ifeut, R.C, Mizerski R- S/8gt. L.F. Henry Re 8/Sgt. L.D. Brinson
R"‘ S . POD- Almder G"‘ Sg’t. R.E. Ritter G‘ Sgtc B-L- Bﬂmhﬂll
G- S Sgt. CCL' Thms i
P- Capt. J.J. Dent P- Liewt. F.C. Ross P- Lieut. C. Hament
C/P- Lieut. C.R. Brom C/P- Ideut. R.H. Nuemann C/P- lieut. R.M. Arerntson
N- Iieut. O.M. Head B~ 5/8gt. AJD. Links B- 8/Sgt. K.R. Longrie
B- Lieut. J.B. Anderson R= Pvt, P, Lysowski R- 3/Sgt. D.W. Wells
R= S/Sgt. M.S. Acey G- Sgt. E.W, Lichfield G- Sgt. W.W. Marquis

G- Sgt. P.D. McGimpasey

P~ Ticut., H.L. Cromartie P- Lieut. F.C. Folwell P= Lieut. J,H, Benton

C/P- lieut. J.B. Carney C/P= Iieut. F. Gifford /P~ Lieut, C.V. Walton
N- Iieut. E.H, Fotter B- S/8gt. B.F. Link B~ Sgt. G.F. Snyder

B~ Lieut. P.I, Blumenfeld  R- S/Sgt. J.J. iltobello R~ S/Sgt. D.E, Hoover
R- T/Sgt. EM. Smith G- S/Sgt. W,0. Gore G- 8/Sgt. W.J. McConnell

G- S/Sgt. J. Kobasa

For the second mission in two days on Sciacca Airdrome, ocur bombers struck
at this base ande again we hit the mark with deadly accuracy. The landing area
and dispersal grounds S and SW of the field were well covered by cur bomb patterns.
About twenty five SE and TE aircraft were reported in these dispersal areas and
numerous bomb hits were bbserved among these planes and on nearby buildings. Strings
of bombs also found their way across the landing aree from E to W and a heavy con-
centretion of bombs was seen in the center of the airdrome.

There was no aerial activity on the part of the enemy., As yesterday, the
flak was intense and very accurate, The fact that eleven of our twelve ships on this
mission received damage from flak is enough to.support this statement. Five B-25's
belonging to some other sgquedrons in the group were forced down before they reached
home due to flak damage and all landed safely at friendly airdromes. Fhots were
taken and the remaining ships returned home.

Quoted from NASAF Intelligence Summary #183: 310th Bomb Group attack of
Sciacca A/D on July u/ms most successful, 39 a/c were destroyed out of 55 present
with an additional 2 &/c being dama Ll o

=2
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liission report 380th Bombardment Sq.
#94, 310th Bombardment Gp.

Dete~ July 13, 1943
Target= Enna, Sicily (Targets of Opportunity)

P~ Capt. C.L. Grow P- lLieut, F,A, Shorsher P=- Lieut. R.S. Rich

c/P- Lieut, L.G. Anderson C/P- Limut, C.R. Brom  C/P- Lieut. J.A, Hanlon
B- Ideut. J.H. Windler B~ Sgt. G.W. Ash B- §/Sgt. W.F. Link

M- Lieut. J.D. Coffey R- 5/8gt. J,W. Dinges R- S/5gt. R.A. Pratt

R~ T/Sgt. R.B, Hill G- Sgt. J.J. Black G- 8/5gt. W.B. Penhale
G- S/8gt. 0.E, Tippitt

P- Liem. R.J. SO“!‘B P" Lieut. R.Hc GOBG P" mgu.ta E.Aa Dm
C/P- Iieut. V.R. Feulds C/P- F/0 M.D, Niller C/P- Lieut. E.J. Beale
B- Lisut. C.C. dngely B- S/5gt., P.B. Kessler B- §/Sgt. L.A. Miller
N- Iieut, R.C. Kanode R= 8/8gt. J.A. Dackiewicz R~ T/Sgt. R.M. Shambaugh
R- S/Sgt. T.L. Smith G- S/8gt. A.A. Szczesniak G- Sgt. M.H. liller

G- Cpl. B.W. Himes

P- Lieut. H.L. Cromartie P- Lieut. F.C. Ross P- Lieut. J .H. Benton
C/P- Lieut. J.B. Carney  C/P- Lieut, R.H, Neumarn C/P- Lieut. C.V. Welton
B~ Lieut. P.I. Plumenfeld B~ S/Sgt. 4.D. Links B~ Sgt. G.F. Snyder

N- Lieut. .M. Head R~ Pvt, R.A, Lysowski R=- 8/Sgt. D.E. Hoover
R~ &/Sgt. U.S. Lcey G- Sgt. E.W. Litchfield G- §/5gt. W.J. MC Connell
G- S/Sgt. P.D. McGimpsey

P- Lieut. C.E. Rice P~ Lieut. J.I. Miller P- Lieut. C. Hement
C/P- Lieut. W.L. Betes ¢/P- F/0 T.R. Sowder 0/P- Lieut. R;M, Arentson
B~ Lieut, R.C. Mizerki B- 8/8gt. A.M. Blevins B- §/8gbt. K.R. Longrie
F- Licut. EH, Potter R- &/Sgt. L.F. Henry R- S/Sgt. D.W. Wells

R- Sgt. P.D. Alexander G- Sgt. R.F. Ritter G- Sgt, W.W,. Marquis

G" S%gt. C.Li Thm&ﬁ

We had a 1little bad Iuck today when cur formation failed to locate
the target due to a miscallenlation on the part of the lead navigator., Nevertheless
we dropped our bombs on 8. Cataldo that resulted in near misses on tracks, sidings
and rolling stock. Bomb hits were also cbserved near barracks area NW of the town.
Many other strings of bombs were observed to pattern roads N of town.

There were no enemy fighters nor flek and as far as observations are
concerned two M/T convoys were sighted in that vicinity. FPhotes were taken and all
returned safe to base.

l‘du',s‘-. S TTRTEN SR A

WIS A
Lt I | |L ‘!;,}1 B
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jiission Report
#106

Date~ August 11, 1943

# 106 #

z‘l“"."“;!r_mffmym,w
. %0‘011 Bm ‘S‘tt. TSN |
310th Bombardment Gp.

Target- Angitols Rail and Righwey Bridges
Squadron airplanes- twelve

r‘ c‘ﬁ. G.L.Gm
C/P- Ideut, E.Gifford
H" mmo Jonohﬂv
B- Lieut, N,W.Ackerson
R~ T/Sgt. R.B.Hill

G- S/Sgt. J.L.Pintar
0= Colonel R.Eyles

P- Lim. G.E.mﬂﬁ
C/P- Lim. T-P. Ryan
N- Lieut, W.F.Koniezka
B- Lisut. R.C.Mizerski
R=- 8gt. P.D.Alexander
G- S/Sgt. C.L.Thomas
O- lajor Gavin

P~ Capt, J.J.Dent
C/P- Iieut, S.M.Wells
N" Lieutt E.H.Pﬂ‘-‘tel‘
B"‘ Lieut. J.B.Andersm
R- 5/Sgt. li.S.Acey

G- Sgt. P.D.McGimpsey

P= Tieut, W.S.Derrick
C/F= Ideut. C.C.Dodge
ll= Lieut, J.W,lewis
B~ lieut, W,H,Draje
R- 8/8gt. I1.M.Lindahl
G- Sgt. S.G.Barszez

P= lieut. E.H.Steger
C/P= lieut, J.A.Hanlon
B- 5/33“". J.S.lively
H= Sﬁgto H.D.Bal'bieri
G- S/5gt. A.J,Janicki

AP" s gt. W.E.H\Itchanrider

P. LiB‘IItv. JquBenton
¢/P- lieut. R.L.Auchard
B= Sgt. G.E.Snyder

R- S/5gt.D.E.Hoover

G- 8/3gt. W.J.lcConnell

P- Lieut, F.C,Ross

'¢/P~ Lieut, R.H.Neumsnn

B- S/Sgt. B.F.Link
R~ Pfe, Lysowski
G- Sgt. E.N.Titchfield

P= ILieut, L.D.Smith
¢/P- Lieut. C,W.Strmk
B- 5/5gt. R.Hotaling
R= §/Sgt. A.E.McDowell
G- Sgt. G.P.MoCabe
AP~ Cpl. V.F.Sibaila

QUTLINE

P- Lie‘tit. J.HcB‘lbm
C/P-F/0 1.D,Mi1ler
B= T/Sgt. H,H.Kechter
R- 8/5gt. P.A.Poknis
G- S/5gt. L.A,Rodgers

P-Lieut, E.A.Drew
¢/P- Lieut. E.J,Beale
B- S/5gt, L.A.Miller
R- S/8gt. C.W.Cooper
G- Sgb. M.E.JH1ler

P~ Lieut, C. Hament

C/P- Lieut. R.M.Arentson
B- S/5gt. R.S.Weinstein
R~ 5/5gt. D.W.Wells

G- Sgt. W.W.Marquis

AP~ S/Sgt. R.AFaust

P&-Lieut,. G.A,Echols
C/P- Lieut, W.J.Toktzman
B~ Sgt. 1.C.Silvis

R= Sgt. F.E.Taylor

G- 5/Sgt. J.M.Roach

Twenty four of our bombers struck at another brece of bridges, this time

on the west coast of Italy, the Rail ard Highway Bridges over the &ngitola River.
We had a bit of hard luck as none of the flight's bombs hit the railroad bridge
although several strings were observed to hit directly on the rail line just SW
of the bridge, The south end of the highway bridge were believed hit as were many
portions of the road on the scuth end of the bridge and at the road fork, This
bridge was probably rendered unservicesble,

Nor was there any resistance today as yesterday either om the ground
or in the air, A moderate amount of enemy shipping was sighted. Two I/V's seen
hdg. NE off breakwater at Pizzo. 15-20 coastal vessels and 3-4 MA'z anchored at
Tropea, and 7-8 barges on beach west of terget. There was also & good amournfy of
rail activity observed. Photos were taken of the bombing. All ships safe.

(M A AT
CONFIDEN TIAL
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380th Bombardnent Sq. :
310th Bombardment Gp. 30 August 1943

CAPTATN CLYDE L. GROW, FLIGHT LEADER, OF ARKANSAS CITY, KANSAS,

Captain Brow who has experienced many thrills during his £lying career
stated that he will never forget the day last March when the formation in which
he was flying made a low level sweep on eleven flak barges, sinking six of them
with well placed bomb hite. "As we crossed the barges," related Capt. Grow,
"the air was full of tracers, It's a miracle how we ever came through unscathed.
88 nm guns, firing point blank, threw up great geysers of water between our planes,
and I can honestly say that it was one of the most thrilling moments of my 1life."

1ST LIEUT. JOHN D. COFFEY, NAVIGATCR, NEW YORK CTTY, NEW YORK,

. Flying as navigator of Captain Grow's ship, Lt. Coffey strongly agrees
with him that low leve bombing of eleven flak barges last March was a plenty ex-

citing mission, "While on the bomb run in the role of bombardier-navigator,® re=-
lates Lt. Coffey, "I was so enthralled as the sight of all the Jerries jumping
over the dides of the barges that I almost forgot to drop my bombs, but I managed
to get them out in time and then returned to my nose gun to do a little more straffing
As we pulled up in an effort to gain some altitude the belly of our ship was exposed
to the concentrated fire of the ack-ack guns aboard the barges giving them a perfect
shot, Miraculously, however, wo were not touched, but I can safely say that those
fow moments before we leveled out were the most exciting ones of my combat career,

STAFF SEREANT WILLIS E, HUTCHENRTDER, AERTAL FHOTOCRAPHER, WACO, TEXAS.

"During the last few wecks of the North African Campaign,” remarked Sgt.
Hutchenrider, "all of the enemy's mobile anti-aircraft strength was concentrated
in a small island of land that they still held and each time we went over to pay
them a visit, we would be received by a gaunlet of intense ground fire the moment

... we left our lines. T remember éne day in particular, our assignment being the
landing ground at Ste. Marie Du Zit, that if we had zigged instead of zagging our
ship wouldn't have seen the 0ld home base again, With eteady intense fiak all the
way over the target, we straightened out for the bomb run. The Jerry Gunners threw
up everything but the "kitchen sink™ and plenty of the bursts were too close for
comfort., We dropped our bombs with very good results and were surprised to later
learn that General Von Armin's Headquarters lay under the rain of our bombs, When
we came back to the base and checked the plane I almost passed out when I saw a huge
hole in the mavigator's compartment not more tham two inches away from where I was
gitting, I never even kmew that we had been hit.®

18T LIEUT. JOHN E. WRIGHT, PILOT, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

"Lieut, Wright described the bombing mission to Battapeglia as saying,
®The scene on the beaches of Battapsglia was comparable to the British Dunkirk in
the early stages of this war. Both cur'land and naval forces were the subject of
unmerciless poundings by enmpy artillery and tank units and by the Luftwaffe, whose
dive bombers relentlessly hammered at our shipping in the Gulf of Salermo. OQur ob~-
Jective was the town of Battapaglia, bulging with enemy ground troops. Our bombard-
iers covered the entire town with a perfect bombing pattern and were indirectly res-
ppneible for the town being retaken by ocur forces several hours later. When I saw
the terrific beating the boys on the ground were taking, I realized then that the
Infantry is the toughest branch of@the service.”

ISR P2 =
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PERSUNAL FXPERIENCES = 380th Bombardment Sq. '
OF UUR FLYING WER- 310th Bombardment Gp. 10 September 1943

SGT. WESTLEY W. MARQUIS, UPFER-TURRET GUNNER., OF BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT, is a lad
who knows how if feels to bag three enemy fighters in onme day. It all happened
while he was flying in & formation of medium bombers out to bomb an important set
of bridges on the eastern coast of Ttaly. This how Sgh. Marquis told the storp:
"Just after reaching landfall over Ttaly I had a feeling we were geing to rum in-
to trouble today, so T asked my radle operator to lower his turret. Upon attempt-
ing to test fire his gums, he found that they were jammed but thought that he
could adjust them and so on we went, Flying elong our inland route to our object-
ive everything seemed so quiet thet it wasn't naturgd. Suddenly when we had almost
. reached the terget, I saw ome of the ships in the first f1ight belching smoke from
its right engine and go down out of control. T hadn't seen any flak burst near him
80 T knew that 1t must be from fighters. Sure enough, diving outef the sum, a
swarm of fighters attacked the formation. The sky seemed full of them, Two started
in on me from about 6 o'clock and 8 o'clock, I figured the one at € o'clock to be
a decoy and was right., The Me-109 at 6 o'clock started firing when he was still a
good distance of” but I held my fire until he came closer. He was coming in plenty
fast throwing all kinds of lead at me....and then T let him have a good burst at
about 200 yerds which hitim and eround his engine, He glid off on one wing and
started down smoking. T watchéd him crash into a wooded area in a big flash of
flame. The bombardier them shouted through the phone, 'Bandits at three o'clock'
I yelled back, 'Don't worry about them, just give 'em a chance to get in a little
cloger.' We were lucky however for the fighters didn't make a pass at the formation
but were content to set off in the distence out of range, ' '
, Cur bombs having been dropped on the target with much success,
the formation swung around and sterted back across Ttaly agein toward her western
coast. Scattered flak batterles greeted us as we made our way there. We had Almost
. reached the coast when I saw a large burst of red orange flak that wae to start a
dogfight that I'1l never forget, For that burst was the signal for the fighters to
attack..., and attack they did! Our formation had just started its dive when the
Jerry planes swooped down on us again. The next thing I saw was an Me=109 come in
high and behind, guns blezing awey at me., He was coming towards me like the wind
end T quickly fired at him, my slugs hitting his engine and the scoop under the
left wing. The Me~109 shuddered for a moment, then nosed over and erashed mot 200
yards from the beach. My radio gunner later told me that the ship was flaming when
he hit the water, Just about then my left gun jammed and 'Gulp' I swallowed the
gun T was chewing! I was sweating plenty until I finally found that the links on
the ammunition belt had tightened up from all the firing T had done. A few seconds
work and the gun was back in line of duty.

Coming outef the dive three Me-109's fastened themselves on the
tall of our element and moved in on us throwing out everything they bad in an effert
to bring one of us down, Instead of trying to lmock down my ship or the other wing
ship, all three fighters concentrated their efforts on our element leader. I could
gee the tracers hitting squarely into the upper turret on the bomber and then the
left engine caught on fire and the ship sterted to go down. The pilot still had
control of it but the xik fighters were still strafing it from end to end. T eould
see pleces of the right wing and engine flying off and then the B-25 hit the water
in 2 nice controlled landing. .

Right after that our right wing caught a 37 mm shell and then the

hydraulic syetem was knocked oum,ﬁhez‘;. the smoke started pouring from our right
WriCERTIAL
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COMUENDATION 380th Bombardment Sq.
| 310tk Bombardment Gp.

HEADQUARTERS, TWELFTH AIR FORCE
A. P. 0, #850

28 January 1943

SUBJECT: Commendation.
T0 ¢ Commanding General, XII Bomber Command,

1. Lieutenant General Eisenhower and lajor General Spaatz have requested
that T extend to the Bomber Commend and every organization and individual in it
their congratulations on the excellent work you are doing.

2, General Marshall and General Arnold were particularly impressed with
the successful anti-shipping strikes, the destruction of aircreft on the ground
at Tripoli, Tunis and Medenine, the port damege at Bizerte and Tunis and pointed

out the serious effect that the loss of ships, airplanes, and port facilities
will have on enemy operations.

3. You are all doing a fine Job. I salute you; keep it up,

/y J.H. DOOLITTIE

t/ J.H. DOOLITTIE,
lajor General, USA,
Commanding,

1st. Ind.

HEADQUARTERS XII BOMBER COMUAND, APO 520, 2 February 1943, TO:

Commending General, Fifth Bomb Wing: Commanding Officer, Seventh Fighter Wing;
All Units and members of this Command.

1. I am happy indeed to pass on toeach and every one of you, thies com-
mendation which you so justly deserve,

2. Your job has been & tough one, under adverse conditions and trying
circumstances; but all of these have been met and overcome by your will to win
regardless of such conditions or circumstances, For this I am extremely proud
of you, and happy to be & member of such an organigetion.

J.K. CANNON,
Brigedier General, USA,
Commanding.
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COHMENDAT TON 380th Bombardment Sq,
310th Bombardment Gp,

HEADQUARTERS
310TE BOMBARDMENT GROUP
NEW LOVDON
AP0 520

6 Pebruary 1943

SUBJECT: Commendetion,
TO : Commanding Officer, 380th Bombardment Squadron (M) A4F,

1. It is requested the following message be read to all personnel of
your command,

2. This message is an extract of Air Intelligence Report #88,

"Stafl Sergeant Frod Lindsey, ASN 19065998, of the 380th Bombardment
Squeadron of the 310th Bombardment Group scored the 500th enemy plane shot down
by Allied Flyers since the start of the North Afriean Campaign, Lindsey, Turret
guoner on & B-25 Mitchell Bomber, destroyed a single engined Italian fighter
during the raid on reilrced yarde at Axis held Sfax on Eastern Tunisian Coast,
Beadquarters said that, as against the 500 enemy aireraft destroyed, the 12th
Air Force, RAF and Lafayette Eequadrille lost a total of 200 planes up to Jan €,

3. It gives me grest pleasure to commend ypu, Sgt. Lindsey,
[s/ ANTHQNY G, HUNTER
/t/  ANTEQNY G. HUNTER

Lt, Cel,, Air Corps,
Commanding.

(cary)

AN M T
1 il Wil (B vl |
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380th Bombardment Sq.
310th Bombarément Gp.

HEADQUART ERS
310th Bombardment Group
New London
AFD 520
8 February 1943
SUBJECT: Commendetion,
TO ¢ All Units end Hembers this Command.

1. The following message is quoted for your information:
"The Air Commander-in-Chief pgretified by excellent results
obtained on first attack on enemy territory beyond continentel Africa,
I congratulete you and your command on & task well done,.

DOOLITTLE™
2« 1 am happy to be able to pass on to you this message of preise

in which 1 join with great sincerity.

J.E. CANNON,
Brigedier General, US4,
Commanding

(coPY)
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380th Bombardment Sq.
310th Bombardment Gp.
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HE/DQUARTERS
310th BONBARDMENT GROUP
NEW LONDON
AP0 520

21 February 1943

SUBJECT: Commendation,
TO ¢ Al Members of the 310th Bombardment Group (M)

1, It is my extreme pleasure to quote a commendation rececived

by teletype, for this Group from the Commanding General of the XLL
Bomber Command,

"0 COLONEL HUNTER 21 February 1943
310th Bemb., Group

MARY CONGRATUALATTIONS TO YOU AND YOUR BOYS ON TODAY'S
SPLENDID WORK FD IT WAS A GRAND JOB-FD WE ARE ALL EXTREMELY PROUD
OF YOU. .

~ C AN NON™

2, Since our organization has been in the combat eres we have
bivouaced and worked under the most afverse conditions, using all our
ingenuity to keep in mind the everlasting slogan of the Air Corrs "Heep
'em Flying", and the fulfillment of our duty as & bombardment Group,
"the destruction of assigned targets."

! dB. I am progd, veryh pfloud, to 23 in the seme organization with
eac everyon

S8°6t 286 "Eove and who heve Mewt ne ATt Limis Syl repgriing such deeds
morale and fighting efficiency.

ANTHONLY G. HUNTER
Colcnel, Air Corps
Commending :

1L I i e

R e
UL § i

(COFY) pate tanker was sunk
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380th Bombardment Sq.
310th Bombardment Gp.

- ] 0 [ T T o

HEADQUARTERS
310th BOMBARDMENT GROUP
NEW LONDON
AP0 520
16 March 1943
SUBJICT: Commendation.
. T0 : Commanding Officer, 17th Bomb Group, New Jersey,

Commending Officer, 310th Bomb Group, New London,
Commanding Officer, 82nd Fighter Group, llew Jersey,
Commanding Officer, 33rd Fighter Group, New Haven,

1, The Wing Commander and Staff of this Headquarters are very
happy to forward the following measage to you:

"Please convey my compliments te crews of B-25's,
B-26's, P-38's, P-40's on brillant and fertile action,”
Sgned: Churchill Prime Minister to Eisenhower.

"Convey to &ll concerned and add thereto my sincere
appreciation. Officers and men have accomplished their tasks
superbly." (Signed) Eisenhower,

. By order of Colonel RIDENOUR:

J.0. CROSTHWAITE,
Colonel, AMr Corps,
Chief of Staff,

(coFY)

o I TS Tl
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380th Bombardment Sq.
310th Bomberdment Gp.

- -~ - -

310TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP
AP0 #520

17 Jue 1943

SUBJECT: Congratuletory Message,

TO : All Personnel of the 310th Bombardment Gp., (M), AAF.

1. The following teletype message received this Hq from 2nd Air Service
Ares Command (SP), is reproduced for your information:

The following message from Arnold to Spaatz is quoted:
"Entire Air Force joins me in congratulations to Allied AF in Korth Africe upon
highly sucecessful completion of Pantelleria air operaticns. Tremendous bombs
dropped and neglibile losses of planes speak well for planning, preperation, and
execution, NALF have achieved a notable victory. This victory has been made
possible only by the enthusiasm, skill, determination, and bravery which all elements

of the force have displayed. We have maintained and improved time sta.ndnrd which was
so vital a factor in the fall of Tunisia.®

20 June 1943

From Spaatz to Doolittle -

"Congratulations on results at Golfo Aranci yesterday. Desire especially

‘ga cmmnand the outstanding work of the 82nd Fighter Gp and the #10th Bombardment
roup."

(capy)
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380th Bombardment Sq.
310th Bombardment Gp.

------- - - -

HEADQUARTERS
310th Bombardment Group
New London
APO 520

27 July, 1943
SUBJECT: Combat Effectiveness.

TO : Commanding General, 47th Wing, APO 520

1, The uniform excellence of your recent bombing attacks on targets
in SICILY and on the Italien mainland hes contributed maeterially to the
succese of the Allied effort and is a source of much personal satiafaction
to me, This uniformly high stendard of bombing proficiency can be achieved
only by excellent tesmwork and Wy whole-hearted cooperation between combat
crews and ground personnel, I wish you would express to all members of
your command by appreciation of their achieveing the high order of combat
effectiveness they heve regently demonstrated,

J.H. DOOLITTLE,
Major General, USA,
Commanding,

1st Ind,

HQ 47th WING, APO 520, 31 July 1943

TO: Commending Officer, 82nd Fighter Group, APO 520
Commanding Officer, 310th Bomb Group, &po 520
Cormarding Officer, 321st Bomb Group, AFO 520

1, I wish to add my personal commendation to the sbove letter of
commendation from General Doolittle,

2. The pride I heve in the accomplishment of the Groups of this
Wiing is tremendous, Your loyalty, your effectiveness as combat units, and
your individual achievements have set a standard for all units of this
theatre to try to equal.

C.H. RIDENCUR,
Brigadier General, USA
Compandinge

G@udu-m;:ﬁ{ A
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MEEE g - Y GONFIDENTIAR
.380th Bombardment Sq.
310th Bombardment Gp,

- - - -

ALLIED FORCE HE DQUARTERS
AP0 512

21 fugust 1943
GENERAL ORDERS )
NUMBER 50 )

Section
Messege from the Seoretery of Wer (US) & v v v v o v v o w v s S |
Message from the Chief of the Imperial Geperal Staff . . o ayle sbut b ol iilel XX
Messzge from His Majeety King George VI to the Prime Minister
8nd th-e reph thﬁmtoo - - L3 L] . . - . L . » - - - - L . - L - - - .III

I - HGEF S N us) :

"To you and your men, I extend my hezrty congratulations and my admira-
tion for the skill erd fortitude with which you have carried through the
conquest of SICILY. The power of your Army and its megnificient epirit
glves assurance thet it is poised to drive through to even greater successes."

I1 -~ MESBAGH FROV THE CHIEF OF THE IMPZRTAT GFNERAL STAFF.
"Hearty congratulations brilliant SICILIAN success, Good luck for the
future." '

II1 -~ EESS-GE TROE IS BRTEST
D TH LY THERET

From His Majesty the King = "The invasion of SICILY has proved a
model of planning and execution., Its success 1s, of course, largely due to
the gallantry and efficiency of the sailors, soldiers, and airman engaged
in the actual operation., I feel that a very specail tribute should be
paid to thosge who, with their Ameriecan colleagues and comrads, were respon-
sible for its organization, They, for memths past, have laboured devotedly
and with a gkill, of which the fruits of their labour ere the most eccnclusive
proof, to ensure that every man, every ship, every aireraft, and every item

of equipment arrived at the right place, in the right order, and st the
right time,

"In saying this, I em, I feel sure, glving expression not only to
my omn gratitude but to that of all in the BRITISH EMPIRE.*"

BONFIDENTIAL
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COBEOATION GO NCIDENSIAL

380th Bombardment Sq.
310th Bombardment Gp.

AFHQ General COrders No. 50, cont'd,
The Prime Minister's Reply - "I shall be proud to convey Your Majesty's

gracious message to all concerned both at home and overseas in the organization
and plamming of the invasion and conguest of SICILY,

"four Majesty's congratulations will be received by those to whom they
are addressed with the liviliest pleasure. They would, I know, wigh me to con-
vey to Your Majesty an expression of their gratitude for this gracious message
and of their determination to undertake with all possible energy whatever tasks
may lie shead,"

It is desired that these messages be brought to the attention of all per-
gsonnel of this Command,

By command of General EISENHOWER:
W. B. SMITH,
Major Gemeral, G.S.C,, Chief of Staff,
OFFICIAL:
s/ T.J, DAVIES
t T.J. DAVIES,

Brigadier General, United States Army,
Adjutant General,

(corY)

P.b].h ;"_'v- i"‘"\l
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