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CHAPTER -X 

INTRODUCTION

"The real change comes# of course# from within 
the village, from the very people living in the village# 
and Is not imposed from outside* It is a process of 
self development and self-reliance. The outsider can 
only help a little give some guidance# and a push hare 
and there. That little help may# of course# be of the 
greatest importance or It can light e flame which sheds 
its light over very much wider areas. But the test of 
success is how far the people of a village shoulder their 
own binders and develop a spirit of self reliance and 
mutual co-operation •*

Jawaharlal Nehru

Special programmes for the weafcer sections of the 
population have been the hall marb of our five year 
plans especially since the fifth plan. A variety of 
area specific and target group specific programmes like 
Small Farmers Development Agency (SEDA)# Comand Area
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Development Programme (CADP) and Drought Prone Area 
Programme (DPAP) have been in operation during the fourth 
and fifth five year plans. The success end weakness 
experienced in connection with their implementation 
resulted In the new approach Anthyodeya which synthesised 
the area and target group specific programmes. A review 
of the various ongoing special programmes on rural develop
ment taken up by the Government of India during 1978-79 
confirmed the need for a new and comprehensive programme 
for the development of the poor in rural areas. Hence 
accepting the basic features of the Anthyodaya programme 
the development programmes for the weaker sections of the 
rural areas were re-designated into the Integrated Rural 
Development Programme which was launched in April# 1978. 
Since some Institutional and infrastructural facilities 
have already been created in areas which have been covered 
by SFDA# CADP end DPAP# it was initially decided to select 
2000 blocks out of the 3000 blocks in which these three 
special programmes could be implemented. It was also 
decided to take up 300 additional blocks per year from 
outside the special progrecnne areas. Th® programme was 
planned to be extended to all other blocks in a phased 
manner# In the remaining years of the slxfKplan. The
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Government of India later on decided to extend the IRDP 
to all the 5011 development block# from 2nd October# I960.

The objectives of the programme are to raise 
families in the identified target groups above the poverty 
line and this was to be achieved by providing product
ive assets to the identified families* Here the target 
group comprises of the poorest among the poor in the rural 
areas - small and marginal farmers# agricultural and non* 
agricultural labourers# rural artisans and craftsmen# 
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes* The programme wee 
aimed to assist on an average €00 families in a year 
covering altogether 3000 families per block during the 
sixth five year plan period*

Machinery for implementation}

At the District level# District Rural Development 
Agency (DRDA) was created for implementation of all 
special programmes including IRDP which ia headed by the 
District Collector. The agency consisted of a full time 
Project Officer# 2*3 Assistant Project Officers# a Credit 
Planning Officer an Industries Officer# an economist or 
statistician* The block level machinery was revitalised 
for the implementation of IRDP*
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Criteria for selection*

For the purpose of identification of beneficiaries, 
the family has been specialised as a unit. Families 
below the noverty line will be selected for IRDP assist
ance* From the seventh plan onwards, a family having an 
annual Income of Es,6400/- or loss is considered to be a 
family below the poverty line (Jha, 1986) •

Importance of the study;

The IRDP has been in operation for about ten years 
now and besides its in^built monitoring and evaluation 
systems there has been attempts on the part of several 
other agencies to evaluate the programme in the state*
It is evident that huge amounts of money Is being pumped 
into the working of the programme and in most of the 
parts of the country the programme has been successfully 
implemented. Still, the programme is subjected to 
criticisms also in some quarters* Eventhough several 
evaluation studies have been conducted in the state by 
external agencies no lndepth study has so far been taken 
up to peep into the various aspects of functioning of the 
programme and to identify the constraints experienced by
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official* and non-officials who are involved in the 
programme in one way or the other. Hopefully the present 
study has been taken up to have an indepth analysis on 
the various aspects of the programme giving more stress 
to the beneficiaries angle.

Eventhough th© findings of this study do not have 
broad generalisation for the whole state it is expected 
that it can provide some important clues about the working 
of the IRDP in the Blocks# selection of the beneficiaries# 
their awareness of the development schemes# their extent 
of utilisation# etc.# which will help the planners# 
administrators and extension workers to bring in necessary 
modifications for achieving the objectives for which the 
programme orginelly stand* for.

Objectives of the studyfi

1. To study the awareness of the beneficiaries about 
Integrated Rural Development Programme.

2. To study the extent of utilisation of facilities of the 
programme by then.
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3. To assess the experience of the beneficiaries In the 
utilisation of the facilities extended in the 
programme.

4. To stud? the relationship between the characteristics 
of beneficiaries with their awareness about IRDP and 
extent of utilisation of facilities of IRDP.

5. To ascertain from the beneficiaries the problems or 
constraints encountered by them and to got their 
opinion in Improving the functioning of IRDP.

Limitation of the studyi

As this envisages an indepth analysis of the 
functioning of the IRDP a case study has been preferred 
and the study was limited to Gllukkara Block in Trichur 
District taking into consideration its accessibility and 
the time available to the researcher.

Presentation of the study*

The thesis is divided into 6 chapters. The first 
chapter deals with introduction, objectives, importance 
and limitations of the study. The second chapter deals
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with the theoretical orientation pertaining to the study 
area* The third chapter deals with the methodology 
comprising of the description of study area# selection 
of respondents# selection and emperical measurement of 
variables# tools for data collection and statistical 
techniques used* The fourth chapter deals with results 
of the study ond discussion of the results obtained*
The final chapter is summary and conclusion*

The references and appendices are given at th© end*
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CHAPTER-!!
THEORETICAL ORIENTATION

A look through among the available literature Is 
of great help to gain an idea about the research problem 
under study* In this chapter an attempt is mads to 
review the related literature which will provide a basis 
for empirical investigation* The review is presented 
under the following heads*

1* Integrated Rural Development 

2* Rural poor

3* Awareness about developmental programme

4* Impact of rural development programme

5* Relationship of characteristics of beneficiaries 
with awareness and extent of utilisation

6* Experience of beneficiaries

7. Problems or constraints of the programme
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1* Integrated Rural Development#

Brahma (1977) stated that the Integrated rural 
development would include Integration of different 
agricultural activities and other land based activities 
such as Aninal Husbandry# Fisheries# Poultry and further 
integration of these with the non-primary activities to 
provide gainful employment to the rural poor and thereby 
increasing their purchasing power. According to him 
such an activity of integration will relate to a specific 
spatial unit which might range from a village or a group 
of villages to a town or city.

Gaurha (1977) stated that the IRD meant a multi
pronged multidirectional approach to the problem of 
improving the socio-economic conditions of the rural 
poor to an optimum level.

Singh (1977 e) defined IRD as the utilisation of 
all means of Increasing the productive capacity in the 
rural areas. Singh (1977 b) opined that IRDP embraced 
a very widely ranging but comprehensive set of 
activities# pertaining to all aspects of rural economy 
covering the rural people in their entirity including
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cultivators* landless labourers* rural artisans and so 
forth. He emphasised on integration which meant a 
system of inter-relationships between activities 
falling within different sectors of development*

Sharma and M&lhothra (1977) stated that IRDP is 
a synergistic approach aimed at the total development of 
the area and people by bringing about the necessary 
institutional and additional changes* by deriving a 
package of services through extension methods to 
encompass not only the economic field but also the 
establishment of the required special Infrastructures 
end services In areas of health and nutrition education 
and literacy* basic civic amenities and improving the 
quality of life in rural areas*

Menon (1078) reported that IRD should cover the 
following major sections*

1* Agriculture including Horticulture* pasture and 
fodder development* Animal husbandry* Forestry and 
Pi sciculture•

2m Village and cottage industries and tiny industries*
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3. Employment in the tertiary sector for giving various 
forms of services necessary for supporting agricult
ural and rural industries*

4* Programme of labour mobilisation in order to tie up 
available opportunities with areas where supply of 
labour cannot be absorbed in any of the 3 sectors 
mentioned above*

The manual on IRDP and allied programmes published 
by the Department of Rural Development, Ministry of 
Agriculture# Government of India (1986) states that the 
IRDP Is a centrally sponsored scheme funded by the 
centre and states on a 50 >50 basis* The objective of 
the programme is to assist the families below the poverty 
line in the rural areas to cross this line by taking up 
self employment ventures*

Naraln (1986) stated that the Integrated Rural 
Development Programme envisages the development of the 
rural areas and the people belonging to the weaker 
sections such as small and marginal farmers# tenant and 
share croppers# landless labourers# rural artisans# 
members of Scheduled Castes and tribal communities who
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suffer from economic and social handicaps/ removing 
poverty and unemployment and developing potentials of 
rural resources to satisfy local needs and bringing 
about environmental balance.

Sodhi (1987) stated that the programme concentrates 
on families belov the poverty line and envisages to 
provide assets through the commercial banks with a 
subsidy of 1/3 or 1/2 to the beneficiaries* The poorest 
families are Identified first for intensive assistance*

Desai (1988) stated that the Integrated Rural 
Development Progrsnwte is an approach which/ by better 
utilisation of local resources end by creating infra
structural facilities for economic and social development 
a ins at improving the quality of life of the rural 
population/ especially the rural poor# by the creation 
of expanded employment and income earning opportunities 
for them*

Rural poor*

The IRDP is Intended for assisting the poorest of 
the poor to cross the poverty line* So it is moat
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essential to Identify the target population namely the 
rural poor living below the poverty line in the villages.

Menon (1978) stated that the focus of IRDP should 
be pointed at the target group comprising of small and 
marginal farmers* share croppers* agricultural labourers 
and rural artisans whose economic improvement has been 
of vital concern to a Government that stood for social 
justice. Persons belonging to scheduled castes and 
scheduled tribes would also come under the target group 
since most of them were either landless or with small 
holdings.

Aurora (1979) viewed the rural poor as

those who totally were deprived of owned resources, 
both physical end skills, eg. landless labourers* 
artisans.

Those who had inadequate opportunities for 
development of owned resources, eg. small and 
marginal farmers; and

those consisted of socially backward groups hither 
to left out of the development programmes, eg. the 
tribes.
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Roddy (1987) stated that the rural poor are 
generally categorised on the basis of their occupation 
such as (a) small and marginal farmers (b) tenants and 
share croppers (c) landless farm and fishery workers 
(d) some categories of rural artisans (e) self providing 
tribal and other people living in forest areas and 
(£) nomads and refugees» Combinations of these 
categories are frequently found.

Awareness about developmental programme?

Krishna swamy end Patel (1974) found that only five 
farmers out of 240 were aware of the dry farming research 
stations and many were not even aware of crop competitions. 
Oliver (1974) reported that only 2S% of the farmers were 
aware of the demonstration at one stage or another. Menon 
end Duraisaray (1975) observed that 19% of the small 
farmers were aware of the subsidy paid for pesticides and 
fungicides. They also observed that some of the farmers 
ware aware about the subsidy paid on green manure seeds.

Dakh (1977) reported that 10% of the small farmers 
had full knowledge about the sanction of loan for the
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purchase of improved seeds and fertilizers* Moni (1977) 
found that the awareness about Agricultural Refinance 
Development Corporation and its activities had been high 
(7054) with the beneficiaries while 66.694 of the non- 
beneficiaries had low awareness.

Huthuraj (1979) observed that the user snail 
farmer possessed greater awareness about the organisations 
that would hire out farm machinery* hire charges levied 
and incentives offered than the non-user small farmer.
He also found that user and non-user marginal farmers 
differed significantly in their awareness.

Vijayaraghavan (1979) reported that the awareness 
of 1DADP amongst participants was redium to high while 
the same for non-participants was low to medium* further 
he reported that none of the participants belonged to low 
category where as nearly 1/3 of the non-participants (3094) 
belonged to low category.

Balu (1900) found that nearly 3/4th of the 
participants 71.67# and nearly half of the non-participants 
(40.0#) belonged to medium awareness category. He further 
added that 13.33# of participants were at high awareness
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level while only 1*67% of the non-participant* were at 
this stage of awareness*

Handakunar (i960) reported that majority of the 
participants (68*33%) and non-participants (75*0%) 
belonged to the medium category of awareness* About 15% 
of the participants and 13.35% of non-participants 
belonged to low awareness category*

Singh (1987) mentioned that an ICAR funded research 
project of 2 blocks in Nalanda District (Bihar) revealed 
that 04% of IRDP beneficiaries selected the schemes by 
themselves without knowing the details of the programme* 
37% of the beneficiaries were unaware of the variety of 
schemes*

Impact of Rural Development Programmes

Though IRDP has been in operation for some years 
now, not too many attempts have been made to assess its 
impact* The PEO (Programme Evaluation Organisation) of 
the Planning Commission is a consistent organisation 
functioning in this direction.
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Balishter (1986) reported that in a study 
conducted in Bichpuri Block of Agra District, Uttar 
Pradesh, it was found out that when adjustment was made 
for rise in price, the overall increase in income of 
sample beneficiary families was only about 4174, Similarly 
when adjusted for price changes between 1979-80 and the 
survey period it was found that only 23% of the eligible 
beneficiaries crossed the poverty line. The impact of 
bank finance under the programme was greater on landless 
labourers because families were advanced more loans for 
non-agricultural activities. The returns on these were

icomparatively higher.

Singh (1986) based on the concurrent evaluation 
report of PEO, 1985 reported that only 37% of the sampled 
beneficiaries reported any increase in assets. 88% of 
the 1170 households surveyed admitted that their inooraes 
had Increased after getting assistance from IRDP.
Similarly 77% of the selected households reported that 
their conounption level had increased. He opined that 
the impactthatXRDP has made on the lives of rural people 
in several parts of the country cannot be under-rated •
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Khanna (1987) based on the same report mentioned 
that nearly 9056 of the selected sample beneficiaries 
felt that they had bene fitted from the programme, 90*7% 
felt that as a result of IRD^ their family employment had 
Increased and about 64% felt that their overall status in 
the village society had been elevated, as a consequence 
of their coverage under IRDP*

Rao (1967) based on the concurrent evaluation of 
IRDP in Karnataka done by 15EC, 1986 reported that 41% 
of the assisted beneficiaries could cross the poverty 
line as a result of the programme* He also pointed out 
that 31% of the total beneficiaries abandoned the IRDP 
schemes within the* first tvo years*

Singh (1987) said that during the sixth plan 
period (1980-85) against the target of 15 million families, 
a record of 15*4 million families Including 6*45 nillion 
belonging to scheduled castes and scheduled tribes were 
assisted to cross the poverty line*

Basu (1988) based on the study conducted on the 
fishermen beneficiaries of IRDP of Par Anupnager, Malda 
District, West Bengal reported that the income of the IRDP
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fish^rren families considerably increased. £he average 
daily earning per beneficiary hod gone up from pre- 
ascistance average income of Es.6-8 to Rs. 20-35 in the 
post-assistance oeriod. Number of fishing days per year 
had also increased from pre-assistance 172 days to post- 
assistance 290 days.

Relationship of characteristics of participants with 
awareness 8

Vijayaraghavan (1979) stated that the ages of the 
participants and non-participants of 1D&DP had negative 
and significant association with awareness, while education, 
occupation, social participation, farming experience, farm 
size, economic status ard overall irodemity maintained a 
positive and significant association with awareness of 
IDADP among participants and non-participants. He 
further stated that the cropping intensity and risk 
preference of both categories of respondents did not show 
any significant association with awareness about lOhDt.

Balu (i960) found that age, education, occupation, 
social participation, farm size, fanning experience and
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economic status other than cropping intensity, risk 
orientation and overall modernity ware positively end 
significantly associated the awareness of participants 
and non-participants*

Koni (1980) stated that the age, education, farm 
sice, socio-economic status, social participation, maas- 
media exposure, economic motivation and level of 
aspiration of particioants wero positively and 
significantly associated with awareness about facilities 
available ot regulated markets.

Nandakumar (1980) found that amongst participants 
the characteristics like educational status, occupational 
status, social participation, economic status, mass media 
exposure, risk orientation, level of aspiration and 
economic motivation showed positive and significant 
relationship with awareness. Amongst non-participants 
occupational status, mass media exposure, risk orientation, 
scientific orientation, level of aspiration and economic 
motivation showed significant and positive relationship 
with awareness while age and farming experience showed 
negative but significant relationship with awareness*
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Relationship of characteristics of participants with 
extent of utilisations

Anonymous (1970) stated negative relationship 
between land holding and extent of utilisation. Sangle 
(1972) observed that education was positively related to 
utilisation of irrigation.

Sangle and others (1973) reported positive and 
significant association of farmers age# education with 
utilisation of irrigation* Utilisation decreased with 
sis# of holding.

Ayyathurai (1980) found that education and contact 
with extension agency were positively and significantly 
associated with the extent of utilisation of facilities 
offered by TAFCO. Age# fam sis©# social participation# 
mass media exposure and risk orientation were negatively 
and significantly associated with extent of utilisation 
of facilities offered by TAPCO.

Xailasom (i960) found that faming experience# 
social participation and socio-economic status of small 
farmers and urban contact of big farmers were positively
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and significantly related to credit utilisation behaviour. 
However# age# education# farm size# annual income# urban 
contact and information need perception were found to 
have nonsignificant association with credit utilisation 
behaviour of small farmers#

Ramakrishna (i960) stated that 6 characteristics 
viz* educational status# social participation# farm size, 
income# socio-economic status and contact with extension 
agency were found to be negatively and slcnificantly 
related with extent of utilisation of trained practices.
He further said that age and farming experience ware 
found to be negatively and significantly related while 
the occupational status and mass media exposure maintained 
non-significant association with extent of utilisation of 
trained practices.

Experience of beneficiariesc

Relevant literature was rather scarce as far as 
this variable was concerned since it is not a frequently 
used variable.
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However Duralsamy (1981) reported that, majority 
of the beneficiaries (47.5# of small farmers, 57,5% of 
marginal farmers and 67.576 of Agricultural labourers) had 
medium level of experience with IRDP. Majority expressed 
that the procedure was simple with low rate of interest 
and high subsidy provision. Supply of inputs was adequate 
and provided well before the season. And in the study 
majority opined that there was correctness in service and 
that the treatment given was very fair.

Problems or constraints of IRDRs

Duraisemy (1981) said that security problems, delay 
and high cost involved in getting the benefits favouritism, 
complex procedures in getting certificates from the 
village officials. Inadequate credit and technical guidance 
were the major problems reported by beneficiaries.

Verma (1982) listed the constraints in implementation 
of the programme under 3 nain heads ie. credit, organisat
ional factors In state Governments etc. and infrastructure. 
Under 'credit* he said that the flow of credit for financing
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these programmes has not been adequate* tinder 
'Organisational factors' he opined that cumulative 
neglect over many years has rendered the block machinery 
some what ineffective. As far as infrastructure is 
concerned, he said that in order to enable the beneficiaries 
to derive the full benefits supporting infrastructure, in 
the form of arrangerent for supoly of raw materials, 
marketing arrangements etc* was not sufficient.

Rao (1984) identified some of the major problems 
encountered in the process of implementation of the 
programme as (1) Lack of proper mobilisation of credit.
(2) No suitable mechanism for household survey and its 
implementation. <3) Difficulty in identification of 
specified number of beneficiaries. (4) Short comings in 
the selection. (5) Constraints of staff. (6) Net result 
of xrong identification. (7) Lack of co-ordinatxon 
between credit institutions and block agency. (8) Lack 
of marketing facilities. (9) Difficult access to the 
villages.

Anonymous (1985) opined that an important weakness 
of the programme is that it Implicitly presumes that lack
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o£ finance le the moot important factor which prevents 
people from crossing over the poverty line. In his 
opinion lack of marketing facilities seems to be the 
most crucial constraint for many of the schemes.

Yadava (1985) based on his survey reported that 
the people (beneficiaries) have very little access or 
exposure to mass media. He further stated that many of 
the beneficiaries complained about the harassment they 
faced for getting the loans at various levels# particularly 
from the banks# and also# about the corrupt practices for 
getting the loans.

Balasubramanian (1986) opined that even though the 
idea of IRDP was fine# the majority of the beneficiaries 
were non-poor. In his opinion subsidy appeared to be the 
centre of attraction for the beneficiaries rather than 
the assets themselves* He further said that another side 
of the problem implied large number of bottlenecks faced 
by the applicants with project officers# consnercial banks 
and village level officers*

Jha (1986) said that implementation of IRDP deserves 
much more resources end attention than what it has
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received so far. In his opinion implementation can be 
improved only if thos© who are responsible for it are 
reasonably well paid, appropriately trained and suffic
iently motivated. He further said that there seems to 
be very little scope for improving the implementation 
of IRDP with the existing infrastructure at the block 
and village level at the present compensation rates.

Jose (1986) opined that the organisational and 
managerial problems in the implementation of IRDP are 
generated by the combined Interaction of the following 
factorss

1. Lack of adequate infrastructural, marketing end 
storage facilities.

2. Organisational instability and lack of continuity 
and efficiency.

3. The physical constraint imposed by the kind of 
village settlement pattern whidh obstructs optimisation 
of participatory conditions in the rural areas.

According to Rao (1987) an important drawback of 
the Integrated Rural Development Programme i« that it
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does not initiate any integration of different sectors - 
Agriculture, Industry and Tertiary - relevant to the 
rural areas* He says that the Integration emphasised 
has been mainly the co-ordination of different Government 
agencies, even which is not forthcoming always*

Singh (1987) says that the report of the Comptroller 
and Auditor General on Kerala State for 1983-84 reveals 
serious irregularities in the implementation of IRDP and 
NREP* In the case of many IRDP projects no preliminary 
survey was conducted to assess the infrastructural 
facilities available and th® survey for identification 
of potential beneficiaries was either not conduced or 
was defective*

Bagchee (1987) identified the following two specific 
failings of the programmes

1* There was wrong identification of the beneficiaries to 
the extent of 15-20 per cent at an ell Indie level, 
though this ranged from 47-70 per cent in different 
states.
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2. The selection o£ activities was wrongly done without 
any consideration being given to the ability of the 
beneficiaries differences in infrastructural support# 
backward and forward linkages etc. As a result of 
all these# the activities did not prove to be viable.

Desai (1933) stated as drawbacks of IRDP that the 
IRDP has in practice# becorre a subsidy oriented programme. 
In his opinion# the assistance provided under it is 
inadequate# the supporting services are absent in majority 
of the cases# the poverty line as defined under the IRD° 
is unrealistic and given the unfavourable power structure 
in rural India# the benefits have reached mostly the 
relatively better off people.

According to Kurari (1988) due to leakage in policy 
making# leakage in selection of target group# leakage in 
resource allocation# leakage in programme implementation# 
the programme has not fulfilled its real objective.
Another cause of failure in his opinion# is the migration 
of skills# savings and resources from rural to urban areas 
in a manner that the former tends to bo economically 
exploited.
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CHAPTER-!II

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This chapter enumerates the Investigation methods 
and procedures adopted in this study* The methods and 
procedures followed are presented under th© following 
sub-heads*

1* Selection of study area 
2* Sample and sampling procedures
3* Operationalisation of concepts and measurement of 

variables 
4* Data collection 
5* Statistical tools used

3*1* Selection of study area

Since this is a case study a nearby block namely 
Gllukkara Block was purposively selected because of its 
accessabllity and familiarity to the research worker*
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Gllukkara block Is situated in the central part of 
the Trichur Taluk between 10* 29* - 10* 35* N latitude and 
76* 13* - 76° 20* E longitude. This block is bounded by 
Thalappilly Taluk, Trichur Town, Mukundapuram, Wadakanchery 
and Ollur blocks of Trichur District and AXathur Taluk of 
Palghat District (Pig. 2) • The total area of the block is 
315,72 sq, knt with a population of 1,89 lakhs (1987), 
Topography of the block area is mostly hilly and terraced, 
Laterite and lateritic loamy are the usual soil types, 
except in the valleys,

Ollukkara block consists of 7 Panchayats viz* Gllukkara, 
Fananchery, Kblashy, Madakkathara, Hadathara, Vilvattom and 
Futhur, The population distribution of these panchayats 
are given in Table 1,

Each panchayat is divided into 2 circles. The circle 
i© the smallest unit for the operation of IRDP and each 
circle is managed by a Village Extension Officer.

3,2, Sample and sampling procedures

For the purpose of conducting the study a cluster of 
throe adjacent Panchayat© viz. Pufchur, Nadathara and 
Ollukkara belonging to Gllukkara Block in Trichur District 
were purposively selected considering the indepth nature 
of the study. The category wise list of beneficiaries of
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Table 1. (*) Tho distribution of Panchay^ts1 population in Ollukkara Block

Uaire of 
Psnchayats

Area
<»>•>»» s ; s

No* of lopulatlon
Total Male Female SC ST

1. Kolazhy 16.62 3184 19075 9185 9890 1533 -
2. Madakkathara 25.04 3162 17970 8782 9158 1449 -
3. Nadathara 20.91 4291 25218 12342 12876 1678 145
4. Ollukkara 17.59 5458 32975 16255 16720 2134 1
5. Panancherry 141.71 6241 34051 16873 17178 2840 570
6. Puthur 79.08 5458 31925 15608 16317 4067 167
7. Vilvattom 14.80 4933 28771 14372 14 399 2926 6

(*) Source - Block Development Office, Cllukkara.
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IRDP belonging to marginal farmers, agricultural or non- 
agricultural labourers and scheduled castes and scheduled 
tribes of these selected Panchayats was obtained from the 
NS3 Block Office, Ollukkara* Since these were almost 
egual in number a sample of 40 beneficiaries was taken 
fron each of the three selected Panchayats, by simple 
random sampling procedure* 40 beneficiaries were selected 
at random from among the beneficiaries of each group in 
the study area (Marginal farmers, agricultural/non-agricult
ural labourers and scheduled castas and scheduled tribes) • 
Thus, altogether, there were 120 respondents for the study. 
The category wise number of beneficiaries fron each of the 
selected panchayats is given below in Table 2*

Table 2* Category wise distribution of beneficiaries in the 
selected Panchayats

Name of Panchayat Marginal Agrl/non- sc/ST Total 
farmers agrl.

labourers
Puthur (0 39 36 115
Nadathara 41 45 47 133
OllukJcara 39 49 30 118

IRDP and its activities
IRDP wa» started in th© year 1978-79 in 2300 selected 

blocks all over tha country* The main objectives of IRDP 
are#
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a* To raise the standard of living of th© poorest 
sectionB of the population above the poverty line*

b« To remove the unemployment and under employment and

Ce To provide some of the basic needs to the target group.

The lending institutions extend credit on receipt 
of applications recommended through the blocV development 
officer who adopts the following procedure. The Bloch 
Developnent Officer with the assistance of the Extension 
Officer# IRDP and Village Extension Officers verifies 
the claim of the applicant and recommends the claim with 
necessary certificates to the Project Officer# IRDP, who 
in turn returns the subsidy a£t®r due overchech to the 
lending institutions. The subsidy is paid to the loaning 
institutions on behalf of the applicant. Some of the 
individual beneficiary schemes vis. distribution of 
agricultural Implements, distribution of coconut ard fruit 
seedlings# distribution of tarpaulins and storage bins and 
land development schemes are not tied up with credits.
The quantum of subslay admissible for different categories 
of target population are presenteJin Table 3,



Table 3* Subsidy admissible for different categories of target population

SI,
i*o<

Categories Individual
benificiary
scheme

Community
Irrigation
works

Ceiling on 
subsidy

(in %)_____ (In %)
________ — - ____________

1 Small farmers 25 50 3000
2 Marginal farmers 33 1/3 50 3000
3 Agrl ./non-agrl . labourers 33 1/3 SO 3000
4 Scheduled castes 33 1/3 50 3000
5 Scheduled tribes SO 50 5000
6 Rural industries or rural 33 1/3 per cent of full 3000

artisans cost
7 Training schemes under IRDP Full cost to be met by IRDP

CO
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Th© following arc the activities of IRDI which have 
been identified in th© study area.

I# Primary sector

1. Drinking water a. Tube well - community works
b. Dug wells - community works

2. Animal Husbandry a. Dairy units
b. Cattle sheds
c. Goat unite
d. Poultry units
c. Rabbit units

II. Secondary sector

1. Screwpin mat weaving
2. Artificial diamond cutting
3. kapidery
4. Tumiture manufacturing
5. Soda water manufacturing
6. Soft drinks
7. Coir making
8. Ready made garments
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9. Foot-wear manufacturing 
10. XJnibrella assembling 
11* Rexln works
12. Coffee powder manufacturing 
13* Curry powder manufacturing 
14* Pots and tanks
15. Brick making
16. Welding unit
17. Production of beaten rice
18. Village pottery
19. Plastic welding
20. Soap making
21. Vulcanising
22. Papadam making
23. Bakery
24. Beedi making
25. Cane/ bamboo and plastic works
26. Edible chips making
27. Copra processing

III. Tertiary sector
1. Repair and maintenance of shops



37

2. Tailoring units
3. Shoe-repair units
4. Carpentry units
5. Bullock-carts
6* Hand carta
7. Bicycle repairing
S. Hair-dressing shop
9. Radio repairing unit
10. Watch repairing
11. Battery charging
12. Financing blacksmiths
13. Public address system
14. Hews paper agency
15. Masala grinder
16. Financing fruit and vegetable vending
17. Small restaurant
18. Small shops
19. Upholstery works
20. Auto-electrical works
21. Cool-bar
22. Musical instruments
23. Spray painting
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3,3* Operationalisation of concepts and measurement of 
variables

Based on the specific objectives, review of past 
studies and consultation with experts in the field of 
Agriculture and Rural Development, the following variables 
were selected for the study, A pilot study was also 
conducted before the finalisation of variables.

Measurement of independent variables

3,3,1, Age:

Age is operationalised for the study as th© number 
of years completed by the respondent at the time of the 
study since his birth. All the respondents were divided 
into 3 age groups according to the groupings adopted by 
Sohal and Singh (1968) • The 3 age groups were -

Young - Up to 35 years
middle aged - 36-55 years
Old - above 55 years
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3.3*2. Education*

Education was operationalised as the number of 
years of formal education attained by an individual 
respondent. The scoring procedure developed by Trivedi 
(1963) was used with slight modification. The different 
categories nade and the weights given were «-

Educational level Weight

Illiterate 0
Can read only 1
Can read and write 2
Primary 3
Secondary 4
College 5

3.3.3. Social participation

Social participation refers to the degree of 
involvement of the respondent* in formal organisetions 
either as a nember or as an office bearer. The scoring 
procedure developed by Trivedi (1963) was followed in 
the study which is given below.
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Scot**

t emberahip in one organisation 1
Membership in more tnen one organisation 2
Office bearer in one organisation 3
Office bearer in more than one organisation 4 
Distinctive features (MLA, MP) 6

Respondent who had not participated in any of the 
organisations received zero score*

3*3*4. Material possessions

This refers to the non-farm materials possessed 
by an individual respondent* The scoring procedure used 
by Trivedi (1963) was used in this study with slignt
modifications•

Hon-farm materials Score
Cycle 1
Radio 1
Scooter 2
Moped 2
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3*3.5. Extension contacts

Extension contact was operationalised as the 
frequency of contact of the Individual respondents with 
the different hinds of extension agencies*

The agencies included in the study were Block 
Development Officer, ICFUD.P. Extension Officer, Village 
Extension Officer, Agricultural Officer# Agricultural 
Demonstrator# Bank Officials, Co-operative Officials and 
any other when specified*

Th© frequency of contact was assessed by using the 
following scores -

Frequently - 3
Sometimes - 2
Rarely - 1

The purpose of contact was also specified as
whether on Agricultural purpose, both agricultural and 
non-agricultursl purposes or non-agricultural purpose 
alone*
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3.3.6. Media participation!

Kair (1969) and Naidu (1978) measured mass media 
use in terms of six media namely newspaper, radio, film, 
demonstration, posters and magazines. The responses 
were collected under four categories as more often, often, 
sometimes and never and the scores were 3, 2, 1 and 0 
respectively. Badrinarayanan (1977) measured the mass 
media exposure based on the frequency of exposure as 
suggested by Singh (1972) with slight modification.

For the purpose of this study, mass media 
participation is operationalised as the degree of 
participation of the individual respondents in the 
selected mass media, viz. Newspaper, redio, magazine, 
film, demonstration plots and exhibitions. Scale developed 
by Singh (1972) and adopted by Knight (1973) was used with 
modifications. The responses were collected under 4 
categories as regularly, sometimes, rarely and never with 
scores of 3, 2, 1 and 0 respectively.

3.3.7. Innovation - proneness:

PiDai (1983) defined innovation-proneneso as the 
behaviour pattern of the farmers who have interest in and
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desire to seek changes in faming techniques and to 
introduce such changes into their operations when 
practical and feasible. This definition is accepted 
for the study.

Moulik's (1965) self rating innovation-proneness 
scale# used by Filial (1983) was adopted to measure the 
innovation-proneness of the respondent beneficiaries.
The scale consisted of three sets of statements# each 
set containing three separate statement© with weights 
3# 2 and 1 Indicating high# medium and low degrees of 
innovation-proneness. After obtaining the reost-leest 
choices for each of the three sets of statements# the 
scoring was done by summing up the ratios of the Weight 
of the 'most like* statement to the weight of the 'least 
like* statement.

3.3.8. Credit orientations

Credit orientation refer® to the responses relating 
to the need for the credit# use of credit, the difficult
ies and treatment in securing credit (Beal and Sibley# 
1967).
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It consists of five opinion seeking questions*
Two of them have direct 'Yes1 or *Ko# answers which were 
given scores 1 and 0 respectively*

Opinion about easiness in getting credit £ro"i 
institutional sources was obtained by using the following 
scoring procedure*

Very easy Easy Difficult Very difficult

Opinion about the rightness of taking credit from 
institutional sources for increasing farm production was 
weighted using the following scoring procedure.

a S 9ly *5ree Unflicided Disagree 3 K S 2  

5 4 3 2 1

The sources of credit utilised by them were measured 
by the following scoring procedure*

Neighbours/Friends/Relatives - 5
Government sources - 4
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National Banks - 3
Co-operative Societies — 2
Professional Money - 1
Lenders

3.3*9* Value orientation*

Shankariah and Riethmuller (1977) defined value 
orientation as a generalised and ordered principle 
concerning basic human problems which directly or 
indirectly influence human behaviour.

Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck (1964) define: Value
orientations are complex but defenitely patterned (rank- 
ordered) principles resulting from the transactional 
interplay of three analytically distinguishable elements 
of the evaluation process - the cognitive, the affective 
and the directive to the ever flowing stream of hunan 
acts and thoughts as these relate to the solution of 
“Common human problems” •

Out of the frame work of the five common human 
problems, five dimensions of general value orientation 
are derived (Singh and Seal). Por thie study the dimension 
of •localite-cosmopolite* is taken.
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Singh an* B.al U967) downed a locslite individual
a. one who largely confine® hi. interest® to hi. own 
conmunity. ®he cosmopolite, on the other hand, has so 
interests in the community and must of course maintain a 

minimum of relations within the community. But he is 
highly oriented to the problems and affairs outside th. 
community and regards himself es a part of the outside 
world*

For the purpose of this study cosmopolite value 

orientation Is defined as the psychological tendency of 
an individual to maintain contacts with external social 
system where as localite value orientation refers to the 
psychological make up of an individual to limit his 
contact within his own community only,

The scale developed by Singh (I9i4) was used in
this study with slight modification br w*aaur© value 
orientation* It consisted of 4 statists ^
respondent was asked to give his opson on

7 Q five point 
continuum, ranging from • Strongly Je&* to stro
disagree9. There were two posifciwtatte***.

TO5nt® and two 
negative statements. The scoring/apted w*

** «• follow*
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a S e 917 A®reo decided Disagree Strongly
disagree

Positive
statement 5 4 3 2 1
score
Negative
statement 1 2 3 4 5
3Core

Th© total score of the respondent was ta*ke" as his 
score for value orientation* Mean value was tafcen and 
above rean was taHen as cosmopolite and b»low râ an as 
locallte.

3*3*10* Level of aspirations

The concept of level of aspiration was first 
introduced by Bempo (Gardner# 1940) with reference to th© 
degree of difficulty of the goal which a person is striving 
to achieve*

In this study level of aspiration is operationalised 
as the respondent#s level of wishes and hopes to attain 
higher standards of living.
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Chattopadhyaya (1963) used a semi structured 
projective technique to measure level of aspiration of 
fanners*

Cantrll and Free (1962) developed a self anchoring 
striving scale for measuring the general level of aspirat
ion* This method is also known as #ladder technique**

Kuthaya (1971) assessed aspiration of fanners using 
cantrll*s pictoral self anchoring ladder scale with 
slight modifications* This scale was used in this study. 
It was a seven point ladder scale# step seven indicating 
*hlgh satisfaction* • The Individual was asked where on 
the ladder he felt he belonged at present and where he 
thought he would be after a lapse of five years. The 
steps were given scores ranging from one to seven. Thus 
for each respondent two types of scores for present and 
future were obtained* The difference between present and 
future scores represented the level of aspiration.

3*3*11. Experience in IRDP utilisation*

The personal experience of the respondents in 
utilisation of IRDP facilities was studied under this.
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This is ops rationalised for the purpose of the ureaent 
study as the expressed opinion of the beneficiaries 
about IRDP, The experience of the beneficiaries were 
measured with reference to eight dimensions and on the 
lines developed by Soraasundarara (1976) with slight 
modifications, as used by Duraiswamy (1991)* The 
dinenoions and their measures are given below,

1, Mature of procedure followed! This refers to the 
opinion of the beneficiaries about the procedure 
they underwent for availing the benefits from the 
developmental schemes of IRDP, This was measured on 
a five-point continuum which is given below8

£ £ & * «  <*■*»«««> 5 S S & -  S1»«* 3 % .

Score 1 2 3 4 5

2, Nature of incentives given i The incentives for credit 
were the low interest rate and large subsidy. The 
scoring procedure followed was as follows!
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Incentive advanced

a* Rate of interest h?5h Hi<Jb Moderate tow
score ag

4

b. Subsidy given Y?1? H1 ĥ "oderata Low Very
score higb low

3. Adequacy of supply« This refers to the sufficiency of 
supplies rendered through IRDP* Th© scoring system 
followed is as follows*

Ideate ^equfite Inadequate inadequate

Score 4 3 2 1

4* Timeliness of supply* This refers to the time at which 
the supply was mad© available through IRDP to the 
beneficiaries* This was measured as follows*

s©ason3f°re season After season

Score
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5. Distance from horns* The distance from home to the 
Block headquarters which is the operational centre 
for IRDP was measured on a five point continuum.

Distance Upto 5 Km 5-10 Km More then 10 Km

Score 3 2 1

6. Time taken for service* This refers to the time for 
supply of incentives fron the time of application.
It was measured as follows.

Very Quick Quick Late Very late 

Score 4 3 2 1

7. Correctness in service* This was measured as follows,

Correct Not correct

Score 2 1
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8* Treatment given* This refers to the treatment
received by the applicant from the concerned officials 
at various levels* It was measured using the following 
scoring*

Very fair Fair Bad Very bad

Score 4 3 2 1

The scores of all these aspects were summed up to 
arrive at the experience of an individual in the utilisat
ion of IRDP facilities*

Dependent variables

3*3*12. Awareness about IRDP

Awareness which is more or less a cognitive behaviour 
of an individual was operationalised for the study as the 
respondents consciousness about IRDP*

It was measured by using the scale developed by 
SalunKhe (1977)*
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According to it awareness is measured in the 
following 3 dimensions*

1. Awareness about development schemes 
2* Awareness about the benefits 
3* Awareness about the implementing agencies

Scoring procedure*

1* List of development schemes was prepared. Respond
ents were asked to express their coraciousnesa about the 
schemes by answering aware or unaware* The responses 
were quantified by giving a score of one to each •aware* 
answer and zero score to each 'unaware* answer*

2* For measuring the awareness about benefits of the
schemes similar to th© former case, the respondents were 
asked to give their responses as aware/unaware* 'Aware* 
answers were given a score of one each and *unawere* 
answer a score of zero each*

3* For measuring the awareness about the implementing
agencies the respondents were asked about seven officials 
involved in the IRDP implementation • The scoring procedure
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was th© sere as the above two cases* The officials 
included were. Project Officer, Assistant Project Officer, 
Block Development Officer, Tahasildar# Branch Manager of 
Bank, Agricultural Officer and Village Extension Officer*

Awareness score on these three dimensions were 
pooled to get the awareness score of an individual 
respondent about IRDP,

3,3,13 Extent of utilisation

It Is operationalised for the study as the degree 
to which a beneficiary is making use of the facilities 
available to him tnrough IRDP,

Mukhorjco and Singh (1966) measured extent of 
utilisation by categorising the respondents into three 
groups as 100% utilisation, partial utilisation and 
non-utilisation.

In this study extent of utilisation was treasured by 
means of a utilisation index as used by Duraiswamy (1961),

Utilisation index for m Facilities utilised
each respondent Facilities applicable
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Based on the score the beneficiaries were categorised as

1* tow utilisation - 0 - 33*33%
2* Medium utilisation - 33*34 - €6*66%
3* High utilisation - 66.67 - 100%

3.3*14 Problems encountered by the beneficiaries

The respondents were ashed what all problems or 
difficulties they faced during the utilisation of IRDP 
facilities. The most frequently rentioned problems were 
sorted out from their responses* An attempt is made in 
this study to find out suitable solutions for these 
problems also*

3.4. Data collection

A well structured Interview schedule constructed 
was pre-tested and in the light of the results, necessary 
modifications were made* The final interview schedule 
was then administered through personal interview* The 
interview schedule is given in Appandix-X. The data was 
collected during the months of February-March, 1968* The
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schedule was translated into Malayalara before administering 
to the respondents*

3*5* Statistical tools used

The data for advanced statistical procedures were 
processed at the Computer Centre, Kerala Agricultural 
University* For analysis of the data the following 
statistical tests and procedures were used.

Percentages

For making simple comparisons, percentages were 
worked out.

Path Analaysis

Hague and Hay (1933) conducted path analysis to gat 
a clear picture of the direct and Indirect effect© of the 
selected independant variables on the adoption of recom
mended species of fish in composite fish culture*

Ramkumar (1937) used path analysis to get a clear 
picture of the direct and indirect effects of the selected
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independent variables on the practice adoption of 
improved dairy practices.

Effort was put in this study to analyse the 
relative contribution of each independant variable in 
explaining the variations in the awareness and extent 
of utilisation of IRDP beneficiaries using path analysis. 
The direct and indirect effects of various independant 
variables were studied by path coefficient analysis.
A table of direct and substantial indirect effects were 
constructed to help in further selection of the variables. 
The procedure suggested by Kenpthome (1957) was used 
for the purpose.
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CHAPTER—XV 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The findings of the present study and the
discussions on these results are presented in this
chapter under the following sub-heads.

1* Awareness of the beneficiary respondents about the 
IRDP.

2* Extent of utilisation by the respondents of the 
facilities of IRDP.

3* Relationship between the dependant and the independent 
variables.

4. Experience of the respondents in the utilisation of 
facilities of IRDP*

5. Constraints or problems experienced by the benefi
ciaries of the programme and solutions for overcoming 
these problems.
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1. Awareness or the beneficiary respondents about the 
IRDP

1.1. Awareness of the respondents about the various 
schemes under IRDP

Table 4. Distribution of respondents according to their 
awareness of the various developmental schemes 
under IRDP

Degree of 
awareness

Marginal
farmers
n = 40

Agrl./non- 
Agrl. 

labourers 
n ® 40

SC/ST 

n a 40

low — 6 8
Medium 32 34 32
High 8 - -

The data from Table 4 and Figure 3 show that only
people belonging to the category of marginal farmers had 

kany high awareness whatsoever, where as all the people 
belonging to the category of Agrl./non-agrl. labourers and 
SC/ST had either low or medium awareness about the schemes 
tinder IRDP. This nay be due to the fact that the marginal 
farmers were socially, educationally and financially 
superior to the other two categories? hence not a single 
respondent having low awareness among the marginal farmers.
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The data also show that the vast majority of 
respondents belonging to all three categories had medium 
awareness. This may be due to the enormity of the 
number of Schemes operating under IRDP in the block.
There are about 60 schemes or activities under IRDP in 
the block. It will be beyond the limits of the rural man 
belonging to the backward classes to have a high awareness 
of these activities. Even among the marginal farmers 
there were only 8 people out of 40 who had high awareness. 
But since IRDP is a generous scneme and a great many 
people in the rural areas are assisted at one stage or 
another, people having low awareness about its schemes 
were also very less,

1.2, Awareness about the benefits of the schemes or 
activities under IRDP

Table 5. Distribution of the respondents according to
their awareness aoout the benefits of the schemes 
under IRDP

Degree of 
awareness

Marginal
farmers
n = 40

Agrl./non- 
agrl. 

labourers 
n *= 40

SC/ST 

n *= 40

Low 27 37 38
Medium 10 3 2
High 3 - -
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The results from Table 5 and figure 4 clearly 
Indicate that majority or the respondents had low 
awareness of the benefits of the schemes under IRDP. 
Among the 120 respondents only 18 had medium or high 
awareness and the rest had low awareness. The very few 
having high awareness belonged to the category of 
marginal farmers exclusively. Among agrl/non-agrl. 
labourers and SC/ST a vast majority, vis. 83% and 95% 
respectively had low awareness.

Thxs substantially poor awareness level may be 
attributed to the lack of correct information about 
the details of the schemes. The respondents are almost 
always not furnished with the full details of the 
programme by the village extension officials. The 
general lack of inquisitiveness of the rural poor 
prevent then fron seeking further information also.
Thus, the beneficiaries of the programme themselves, are 
not fully aware of the benefits of the programme.
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1.3. Awareness about the implementing agencies of the 
IRDP

Table 6. Distribution of the respondents according to
their awareness about the implementing agencies 
of the programme

Degree of 
awareness

Marginal
farmers
n o 40

Agrl/non- 
Agrl. 

labourers 
n ® 40

SC/ST 

n a 40

low 2 12 17
Medium 38 28 23
High - - -

It is clearly indicated by Table 6 and Figure 5 
that there was absolutely no one among the respondents 
who had high awareness of the implementing agencies of 
the programme. While only 5 per cent of the marginal 
farmers had low awareness the ratio was much higher in the 
case of Agrl/non-agrl» labourers and SC/ST.

The markedly poor awareness level may also be 
accounted by the lack of correct information given by the 
village extension officials to the people. The general 
lack of inquisitiveness prevents the people fror further 
enquiry and hence th© beneficiaries never come to know



10 
opH

PlGOf-E. 5
D iS T M B O T IO M  o r  Tuc  R.E.SPOKJDE.MT.S AC.COFLDIMG, TO THEIft. 

A u A M -U LSS  A BOOT THE IfOPLEMEUTIMC, A ^ E kJc IES Of 

THE. Pfc.OC.R.Al'OIOE.

3C.AU lc.to a Rvt5POtsJ(̂ E.KlT5

1*0

3c

31

23 
1 ai*.

20 ■

^\A^Gi(mal Ac,a. l/mou £c / s t
pAfcAAE.R.5 AftM,

LA6>oOfUR.S

J | C0E.D\UfO



63

who all are the higher officials or agencies involved 
in the implementation of the programme. The poor 
educational and ^knowledge level of the rural people also 
may be standing in the way of a correct understanding of 
the implementing agencies by then.

1,4, Overall awareness of the beneficiaries of IRDP

Table 7. Distribution of respondents according to their 
overall awareness

awareness 1017 fediuln Ul9h

Number of people 15 97

The data from Table 7 and Figure 6 show that 
overall awareness is but a reflection of the awarenoss 
about the schemes under IRDP, A good majority of the 
respondents vis. 8£>.$% had medium awareness while 12..3fo> 
had low awareness and 6.7°£ had high awareness. People 
with the extreme degrees of awareness were rather less 
and majority had a moderate awareness of the programme. 
People with low awareness were usually the socially and
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educationally backward people. The average IRDP benefi
ciary was not inquisitive enough to seek out the full 
details of the programme nor was he voluntarily provided 
with the detailed information by the village extension 
officials. In some cases the beneficiary was provided 
with incorrect or half-baked information by non-authentic 
information sources like neighbours, friends etc.

2. Extent of utilisation of facilitlos of IRDP by the 
respondentss Extent of utilisation (category wise)

Table 8. Distribution of the respondents (category wise) 
according to their extent of utilisation of 
IRDP facilities

Extent of Marginal Agrl/non-agrl. SC/ST
utilisation farmers labourers

n “ 40 n ■> 40 n = 40

Low 28 31 22
Medium 12 9 18
High

The data from Table 8 and Figure 7 show that there 
was absolutely no beneficiary with high extent of utili
sation. In all three categories majority of the respondents
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had low extent utilisation. There was not much marked 
difference between the proportion of low and medium extent 
of utilisation among the categories.

2.2. Overall extent of utilisation

Table 9. Distribution of respondents according to their 
extent of utilisation

Extent of 
utilisation Low Medium High

Number oi people 81 39 -

Prom Table 9 and Figure 8 it is evident that more 
than 60 per cent of the beneficiaries hed low extent of 
utilisation. The remaining had irediun and absolutely none 
had high extent of utilisation.

This poor performance may be attributed to the fact 
that the beneficiaries are not given the full and correct 
information through the extension system as to how many 
schemes are applicable to ore beneficiary at a time etc. 
Many chose a particular acti\ity because his friend or 
neighbour had chosen the sane or because the village
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extensidn officer suggested the same to them. There is 
a prominent lack of knowledge about the benefits of the 
programme leading to the lack of full utilisation of the 
benefits of the programme. Only if this gap is bridged 
by effective communication there will be complete and 
efficient utilisation of the benefits of the programme 
by its beneficiaries.

3. Relationship between the dependant and the independant 
variables

3.1. Relationship between independant variables and the 
dependant variable awareness

To find out this, path analysis was done. The 
objective of this was to get a clear picture of the direct 
and indirect effects of the selected independant variables 
on awareness and extent of utilisation of IRDP beneficiaries. 
Path analysis showing the direct and indirect effects of the 
selected independant variables on awareness is furnished in 
Table 10. The correlation coefficients of independant 
variables are given in Table 11. The direct and indirect 
effects of the independent variables on awareness is 
schematically represented in a Path diagram which is given 
as Figure 9.



Path analysis showing the direct and Indirect effects of independant variables 
cn awareness

Path
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  10 11 corrc-

letion

*054 -.122 -.001 -.019 -.017 -.015 -.062 -.003 .000 -.032 -.053 -.270
-.023 • 284 -.001 .046 .017 .035 .141 .007 -.001 .067 .098 .669
.006 .040 .010 .014 .009 .055 .002 -.001 .031 .023 .160

-.010 .129 -.001 .101 .030 .034 .104 .006 -.002 .108 .091 .589
-.010 .052 -.002 .032 .093 .015 .051 .003 -.001 .048 .040 .322
-.016 .199 -.002 .069 •029 .049 .154 .007 -.002 .104 .111 .702
-.016 .194 -.004 .051 .023 .037 .207 .008 -.001 .081 .125 .705
-.012 .136 -.001 .037 .016 .023 .108 .015 -.001 •060 .085 .465
-.006 .087 -.002 .064 .030 .027 .079 • 004 -.003 .152 .056 .487
-.010 .113 -.002 .065 .027 .031 .100 .005 -.003 .167 .074 .568
-.016 .156 -.001 .051 .021 .031 .145 .007 -.001 .070 .178 .641

PATH COEFFICIENTS (PC) - (DIRECT EFFECT)
.0539 .2839 -.0100 .1011 .0935 .0495 .2067 .0151 -.0030 .1671 .1781

Residual * 0*584
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Table 11• Correlation between the selected independent
variables and awareness 

SI.No. Independant variables r

1 Age -0.2702**
2 Education 0.6690**
3 Material possession 0.5891**
4 Extension contact 0.3225**
5 Media participation 0.7017**
6 Innovation proneness 0.7053**
7 Credit orientation 0.4650**
8 Level of aspiration 0.5685**
9 Value orientation 0.6411**

** Significant at 1% level

As far as awareness was concerned four independant 
variables had high direct effect on it. They were 
education (X2), innovation proneness (X,y), level of 
aspiration and value orientation • The other
variables cannot be considered as uninportant in the case 
of awareness because of their significant correlation 
coefficients due to which they have indirect effect on 
awareness through those variables which have direct effect 
on awareness.



69

Variable-wise discussion is given below*

X^ - education

Education has a direct effect of 0.2839 on awareness. 
The correlation coefficient is 0.669 which is significant 
at 1% level. It has substantial indirect effect too on 
awareness through some variables like innovation proneness 
(X^)/ level of aspiration (X1Q) snd value orientation <xu ).

So education is considered, to have very good positive 
influence on awareness. This finding draws supoort from 
the findings of Vijayaraghavan (1979), Balu (I960), Foni
(1980) and Nandakumar (1980).

- age

Age does not have a high direct effect on awareness. 
But its correlation coefficient viz. -0.270 is negative 
and significant at 1% level. That is, even though it has 
a positive direct effect, its indirect effects through the 
other variables are negative and hence a negative correlat
ion coefficient. It has substantial negative indirect 
effects through education (X̂ ) / Innovation proneness (X̂ )



70

and value orientation (X^) ♦ Thus age cannot be considered 
as unimportant m  the case of awareness.

This result draws support from the findings of 
Vijayaragliavan (1979), Nandakumar (1980), Ahamed (1981), 
Sushama et _gl. (1981) and Philip (1984) and it disagrees 
with the findings of Balu (1980) and Moni (1980).

X4 - material possession

It has a direct effect of 0.1011 which is not that 
high. But the correlation coefficient is significant at 
1% level, ie. 0.589. So, though it has not got much direct 
effect on awareness, it has indirect influence on awareness 
through some of the variables like education (0.129), 
innovation proneness (0.104), level of aspiration (0.108) 
and value orientation (0.091) which have high direct 
effect on awareness.

Xg - extension contact

It has a direct effect of 0.0935. But it has a 
significant correlation coefficient at 1% level ie. 0.322. 
The indirect effects are scattered through variables.



like education (0.052), innovation proneness (0.051) ,  

level of aspiration (0.048) and value orientation (0.040). 
Thus extension contact assumes some importance in the case 
of awareness.

This finding draws support from the findings of 
Vijayaraghavan (1977), Hanivannan (1980), Kamarudeen
(1981), Haraprasad (1982), Senthil (1983) and Godhandapani 
(1985).

Xg - nedia participation

The direct effect of this variable was not much 
vis. 0.0495. But it has a significant correlation 
coefficient at 1% level of 0.702. This is because of its 
substantial indirect effects through education (0.199), 
innovation proneness (0.154), level of aspiration (0.104) 
and value orientation (0.111). Because of the Indirect 
effects through these variables media participation assumes 
importance in the case of awareness.

Thi3 finding is supported by the findings of Sohal 
and Tyagi (1978), Manivannan (1980), I.oni (1980),
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Nandekurmr (1980), Karaprasad (1982), Chandrakandan (1982), 
Senthll (1983) and Got3handapani (1985).

X7 - Innovation proneness

It has a high direct effect on awareness viz. 0.2067. 
The correlation coefficient also was significant at 1% 
level ie. 0.705. Thus since it has high direct as well as 
indirect effects It has great importance in the case of 
awareness.

This finding draws support from the postulation of 
Rogers and Shoemaker (1971).

Xq - credit orientation

Credit orientation did not have much direct effect 
on awareness (0.0151). But it had a significant correlation 
coefficient at t% level ie. 0.465. This is because of its 
substantial indirect effects through education (0.136), 
innovation proneness (0.108), value orientation (0.085) 
and level of aspiration (0.060). Because of these indirect 
effects the variable assumes some importance in the case of 
awareness.
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- level of aspiration

The direct effect of this variable on awareness was 
on the high side ie. 0.1671 and it had a significant 
correlation coefficient at 1% level (0.568). Because of 
both these effects level of aspiration has a good positive 
influence on awareness.

This finding agrees with those of Moni (i960) and 
NandaTcumar (1980) •

X11 “ Value orientation

It has a high direct effect on awareness ie. 0.1781. 
The correlation coefficient is 0.641 and is significant 
at 1% level. Thus it has high direct as well as irdirect 
positive effects on awareness through education (X̂ ) and 
innovation proneness (X̂ ) and hence value orientation is 
a very important variable in the case of awareness.

This finding is supported by the findings of 
Vijayakumar (1983) and Vijti (1985).

Thus from the path analysis, the four variables that 
emerged as irost important in the case of awareness were
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education/ innovation proneness, level of aspiration and 
value orientation. Among these themselves education had 
the highest direct effect. The other variables which also 
had some positive role on awareness through their indirect 
effects were age, material possession, extension contact, 
media participation and credit orientation.

The only variable that had no substantial importance 
in the case of awareness was social participation. This 
may be because of the lack of variability in the scores of 
social participation which were either zero or one. The 
only kind of social participation among the beneficiaries 
was a membership in the co-operative society leading to 
the low scores and uniformity of the scores.

3.2. Relationship between the independant variables and 
the dependant variable - extent of utilisation

Path analysis was done to look into this relationship 
also. Table 12 gaves the direct and indirect effects of 
all the independant variables on extent of utilisation.
Table 13 depicts the correlation coefficients of the 12 
variables. Diagrammatic representation ia done in Figure 10.



Table 12* Path analysis showing the direct and indirect effect of the independant variables 
on extent of utilisation

Path
X i 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 corre

lation

1 *108 -.136 •003 -.042 .016 .079 .000 .019 .010 .001 -.015 -.001 .042
2 -.046 >316 .003 .102 -.017 -.181 -.001 -.040 -.025 -.002 .027 .012 .146
3 .012 .044 .022 •022 -.014 -.045 -.000 -.011 -.015 -.001 .007 .007 •028
4 -.020 .144 •002 .224 -.030 -.176 -.001 -.031 -.052 -.003 •025 .023 .107
5 -.019 .058 .003 .072 -.092 -.079 -.000 -.014 -.026 -.001 .011 .025 -.063
6 -.033 • 221 .002 .152 -.028 “*259 -.001 -.039 -.045 -.003 .031 •029 .019
7 -.032 .216 .006 .113 -.023 -.193 -.002 -.044 -.032 -.002 .035 .027 .070
8 -.024 .151 .003 .081 -.015 -.119 -.001 -.084 -.021 -.001 •024 .046 .039
9 -.013 .097 .004 .141 -.029 -.142 -.001 -.021 -.083 -.004 .016 .032 -.004
10 -.021 • 126 .004 .144 -.027 -.161 -.001 -.030 -.075 -.004 .021 .031 .007
11 -.032 .174 •003 .114 -.021 -.162 -.001 -.040 -.026 -.002 .050 .011 .068
12 -.001 .020 .001 .028 -.012 -.027 -.000 -.021 -.014 -.001 .003 .187 .163

PATH COCFriCIEHXS (PC) - (DIRECT EFFECT)
rc .1076 .3161 .0219 .2236 -.0922 -.2587 -.0016 -.0842 -.0827 -.0041 .0496 .1869

Residual * 0.945
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T^ble 13. Correlation between the independent variable® 
end extent of utilisation

Variable Correlation coefficient

Age 0.0417
Education 0.1475
Social participation 0.0200
Material possession 0.1067
Extension contact -0.0631
Media participation 0.0195
Innovation oroneness 0.0700
Credit orientation 0.0386
bevel of aspiration 0.0065
Value orientation 0.G680
Experience in utilisation 0.1632

Extent of utilisation

The results of the path analysis revealed that 
four variables had more contribution towards extent of 
utilisation* All these variables had relatively high 
direct effects on extent of utilisation but the correlation 
coefficients were not significant* This is because of the
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indirect effects of these variables on extent of 
utilisation through the other variables. Variable-wise 
discussion of the independant variables which have high 
contribution are given below.

Xj - Education

The direct effect of this variable on extent of 
utilisation was the highest ie. 0.3161. Correlation 
coefficient of it was 0*148. The indirect retardation 
effect was mainly through media participation (-0*181) 
which had a negative direct effect.

Thus education has important positive influence on 
extent of utilisation. This finding agrees with the 
findings of Sangle (1972) and Ayyathurai (1980) and 
disagrees with that of Romakrlshna (1980)•

X4 - Material possession

The direct effect of this variable on extent of 
utilisation was 0.2236. The correlation coefficient was
t0.107. Because of the high direct effect this variable 
has some importance in the case of extent of utilisation.
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Xg - Media participation

It had a negative direct effect of -0.2587 on extent 
of utilisation. The correlation coefficient was positive 
but insignificant (0.019). This is because of the Indirect 
effects through education (0.221) and naterial possession 
(0.152) which had direct positive effects on extent of 
utilisation.

Thus rredia participation has negative influence on 
extent of utilisation. This finding is supported by the 
finding of Ayyathur&i (1980) who found that mass media 
exposure was negatively and significantly associated with 
extent of utilisation of facilities offered by TAPOO.

*12 ” Experience in utilisation of IRDP facilities

It had a high direct effect of 0.1869 on extent of 
utilisation. The correlation coefficient was 0.163.
Because of the high direct effect experience in utilisation 
has considerable Influence on extent of utilisation.

From the analysis of the results of the path analysis/ 
It Is these four variables that have emerged as relatively
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important in the case of extent of utilisation. The 
correlation coefficients of these variables and other 
variables are not significant. Education had the highest 
positive influence and media participation surprisingly 
had negative influence. Thi3 may be because of the 
demeaning reports about the programme coming in the 
newspapers and seni-popular journals.

The residual from the path analysis was high 
ie. 0.945. This is because of the comparitive low 
contribution of the considered variables on extent of 
utilisation. This shews that there must be other factors 
also which have considerable influence on extent of 
utilisation which leaves scope for further research in 
this area.

4. Experience of the respondents in the utilisation of 
facilities of IRDP

Table 14. Distribution of tne respondents according to 
their experience in utilisation of IRDP 
facilities

S f s S n 1” Low Medlym Hi«n

Kunber of people 10 102 8



0\5TMfoOTlOU Of THL ULS POU bt sJT5 ACCOfLDikJ£» TO TMfclft* 
E./-PLIU tUCt. 'U OTIL15AT'OrvJ OF 1 R. D P PACIUT1L5

3 I C U J U  12



80

Fron Table 14 and Figure 12 it Is evident that most 
of the beneficiaries felt they had an intermediate experi
ence in the utilisation of IEtfJP facilities* Some complained 
■chat there was delay in the sanctioning and allotment of 
loans and that the treatment given to them was not fair.
But considering their overall experience# majority were of 
the opinion that it was neither bad nor excellent* So it 
could be concluded that the beneficiaries on their own 
did not thinfc that they had a bad experience with the 
programme and they were not dissatisfied or disillusioned 
with the programme*

5* Problems or constraints experienced by the beneficiaries 
and solutions

An attempt was made to find out the problems or 
constraints as perceived important by the beneficiaries of 
IRDP. The constraints according to their frequency of 
occurance arong the respondents are discussed below.

Bribery# favouritism and other maloratices at the 
grass root level was the rrost felt problem by the respond
ents* Most often# the respondents could not purchase the 
product of their choice as a result of this*
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Undue delays In getting the loan at the ben] or at 
the VEO's office was the next in importance* As a result 
of this many inconveniences ocrured to the beneficiaries* 
This is a problem expressed by the more literate of the 
beneficiaries# since the others did not realise that the 
delay for getting their loans was undue*

Hext# many of the respondents ccirolained about the 
poor quality of the oroduct they obtained by way of 
assistance* This is applicable to public address system, 
cycles and other such products* The shelf life of these 
products were shorter as a result of the poor quality*

The next irost felt problem was political intervention 
and intervention by middlemen. This oecured at different 
stages* Political intervention mainly at the time of 
sanctioning and allotment of loans and intervention by 
middlemen at the marketing stag© of marketable goods.
Many unfair rtappenings cccured due to theso interventions.

Low and insufficient incentive was the next most 
felt problem. Many of the respondents wonted to expand 
their business or do the present one on a better scale.
But they were deprived of the opportunity because of 
insufficient incentive.
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the next important problem was that of too much 
competition since the same scheme had been given to too 
many people in the same locality# this is because of 
careless and unwise allotment of schemes by the officials# 
As a result, the profit margin of the beneficiaries 
involved was very low.

The next problem in the beneficiaries opinion was 
that the correct information about the programme was not 
obtained by them from the concerned officials. This is, 
actually one of the major problems whicn has led to the low 
awareness and low extent of utilisation. Since the 
beneficiaries have not got a clear idea of the proportions 
of the programme they do not know what are all the 
facilities they could have further utilised. This is an 
area that calls for further and much more organised 
extension activity.

The programme would become much more useful and 
efficient for the beneficiaries if proper and timely 
solutions are found out. The following suggestions are 
nade for overcoming these problems.

All sorts of malpractices at the grass root level 
should be put an end to. If efficient cross-checking and
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supervision is done by the supervisory officials this 
can be achieved. Undue delays in disbursing the loans 
should be avoided by the Bank and necessary follow up 
should be raade by the extension workers to avoid delay 
as far as possible, Th© quality of the products supplied 
by way of assistance should be ensured. Political 
intervention should be prevented ae far as possible. The 
intervention by middlemen leads to marketing difficulties. 
This is one of the most important problems that emerged 
in the concurrent evaluation and Impact study on X.R.D.P. 
in Palghat District conducted by th© I Ah (1985). To 
overcome this# co-operatives should be established to 
ensure fair prices and sufficient market to the benefici
aries. Poor orofita due to too much competition calls for 
rrore Judicial and thoughtful allotment of schemes in a 
locality. And then, tne rural people shoulct be well 
informed about the possibilities and prospects of the 
progremrv*. All tnis calls for a better functioning, more 
efficient and effective extension system which is actually 
the key to the success of any rural development programme.
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CHAPTER-V 

SEMHARY AND CONCLUSION

The Integrated Rural Development Programme was 
launched in India in April# 197 B, with a view for the 
development of the weaker sections of the rural areas.
Even though several evaluation studies of the programme 
have been taken up in the State by external agencies, 
no indepth study has so far been taken up to peep into 
the various aspects of the functioning of the programs®. 
Hence the present study was token up to have an indepth 
analysis of the various aspects of the programme giving 
more stress to the beneficiaries angle* The objectives 
of the study were the following!

1. To study the awareness of the beneficiaries about 
Integrated Rural Development Programme.

2. To study the extent of utilisation of facilities of 
the programme by them.

3. To assess the experience of the beneficiaries in the 
utilisation of the facilities extended in the programme.
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4. To study the relationship between the characteristics 
of beneficiaries with their awareness about IRD? and 
extent of utilisation of facilities of IRDP.

5* To ascertain from the beneficiaries the problems or 
constraints encountered by them and to get the.r 
opinion in improving the functioning of IRDP.

The study was conducted In 1988 in Ollukkara Block 
of Tricnur District* A cluster of 3 Panchayate of this 
block were selected and from then 120 IRDP beneficiaries 
consisting of 40 marginal farmers, 40 agrl/non-agr1» 
labourers ard 40 beneficiaries belonging to Scheduled 
Castes or Scheduled Tribes were identified who formed the 
sample for the study* There were altogether 57 schemes or 
activities operating under IRD^ in the block whicn were 
considered for the stuay.

The dependant variables used in this study were 
awareness about th» programme which was measured in 
three dimensions vis. awareness about the schemes, their 
benefits and the implementing agencies of the programme; 
and extent of utilisation of the facilities of the
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programs. Age, education, social participation, material 
possession, extention contact, nedia participation, 
innovation proneness, credit orientation, level of 
aspiration, value orientation and experience in utilisat
ion of the facilities formed the independant variables*

Awareness of the beneficiaries about IRDP was 
measured using the scale developed by Salunkhe (1977)• 
Eytent of utilisation v/as measured by neans of a 
utilisation index as used by Duraiswany (1981)* The most 
important problems or constraints felt by the beneficiaries 
was listed based on their own opinion.

The indepenoant variables were quantified based on 
established procedures*

The data was collected by personal interviews with 
the respondents, using a structured and pre-tested 
interview schedule. Analysis of the daua was done by 
working out percentages and by means of path analysis.

The major findings of the study are as follows*

1. Only people belonging to the category of marginal 
farmers had ony high awareness about the schemes
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under irDF, whereas all the people belonging to the 
category of agrl/non-egrl• labourers and SC/ST bad 
either low or rnediun awareness* A vast majority of 
the respondents belonging to all three categories 
had medium awareness about the schemes*

2* Majority of the respondents had low awareness about 
the benefits of the 3dhemes under IRDr. The very few 
having high awareness belonged to the category of 
marginal farmers exclusively*

3* There was absolutely no one among the respondents
who had high awareness about the implementing agencies 
of the programme* All the beneficiaries had only low 
or nediun awareness about the implementing agencies*

4. As far as overall awareness was concerned number of 
people with the extreme degrees of awareness were 
rather less and majority had a ^edium overall awareness 
about the programme. People with low awareness were 
usually the socially and educationally backward people.

5* There was absolutely no beneficiary with high extent 
of utilisation. In all the three categories majority 
of the respondents had low extent of utilisation.
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6. From the path analysis the four variables that emerged 
as the most important in the case of awareness of IRDP 
were education, innovation proneness# level of 
aspiration and value orientation. Among these itself# 
education had the highest Importance; the other 
variables which also had soma positive role on aware
ness were age# material possession# extension contact# 
media participation and credit orientation.

7. For extent of utilisation# only four variable were 
found to have some kind of influence on it. They were 
education# material possession# media particioatlon 
and experience in utilisation of IRDP facilities.
Among these# media participation had negative relation
ship and the rest three had positive relationship. 
Education had th© highest positive influence.

8. The respondents had intermediate experience in the 
utilisation of IRDP facilities. Majority were of the 
opinion that their experience with the programme was 
neither bad nor excellent.

9. Malpractices at the grass root level# undue delays 
in getting th© loans# poor crudity of the product*



obtained by way of assistance, political intervention 
and intervention by middlemen, low and insufficient 
incentives, low profit margins due to too much 
competition and difficulty in getting the correct 
information about the programme were the important 
problems felt by the respondents.

The study conclusively proved that the awareness 
of the respondents about the programme was not good and 
extent of utilisation of the facilities of the programme 
was rather poor. The beneficiary of a scheme himself did 
not know the expanding possibilities ard other prospects 
of that particular scheme leading to the very poor extent 
of utilisation. Sufficient effort is not seen taken by 
the officials at the grass root level to provide the 
beneficiaries with the necessary and correct information. 
Malpractices by the concerned officials and intervention 
by politicians often left the deserving beneficiary 
un-asslsted. But even though these weak-points prevail 
the study doubtlessly proved that the 1RDP is a major 
beneficial programme to the rural poor, that helps them 
to improve their standard of living without causing them 
much financial burden.
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AFPSNDIX-X
INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 

PART-A

1* Date
2* Village 
3* Bloclt 
4* Name
5. Age
6. Education#

Illiterate 
can read only 
Read and Write 
Primary 
Secondary 
College

7. Social participation.
Name of organisation Member
1. Panchayat
2. Service Co-operative
3. Youth clubs
4. Mahila Mandals 
5* Others

Office bearer



8* Material possession
Non-farm items
a) Cycle
b) Radio
c) Scooter
d) Moped
e) Others

9* Extension contact
Agencies Frequency of Purpose of

contact contact
Ag • &

Frequ- Some- Rarely Agrl* non- Non-Ag
ently times ag.

1. b .d .o .
2. IRDP Extn.Officer
3. V.E.o.
4. J.A.O*
5. Agrl .Demonstrator
6. Bank officials
7. Co-operative

Officials
8. Others (specify)

10. Media Participation*
1. Do you read * Karsh ikarangem1 Yes No

In Newspaper dailies?
How often? Regul- Some- Never

arly times
2. Do you listen to radio for Yes No

the agrl. programmesi
a) If yes, how often? Regul- Some- Never

arly times



b) How do you listen? Cwn/oomnunity set/from neighbour

3. Do you read farm magazines Yea No
like Keralakarshakan,
Kalpadhenu etc*
a) How often? Regul- Some- Never

arly times
b) What magazine? Specify

4* How many agrl. films you 
saw last year?

5. How many demonstration 
plots you have visited 
last year?

6* How nany exhibitions you 
saw last year?

Innovation proneness
State your opinions for the following statements*
Sl«No« Statements Host Leo at

like like
A a) I try to keep myself up-to-date 

with information on new farm 
practices but that does not mean 
that I try out all the new methods 
on ray farm (2)

b) I feel restless till I try out a 
new farm practice I have beared 
about (3)

c) They talk of many farm practices 
these days but who knows if they 
are better than the old ones (1;



a) From tim© to time I have 
heard several new farm 
practices and I have tried 
most of them in the last 
few years (3)

b) I usually want to see what 
results my neighbours get 
before I try out new farm 
practices (2)

c) Some how I believe that the 
traditional ways of farming 
are the best (1)

a) I am cautions about trying 
out a new oractice (2)

b) Afterall our forefathers 
were wise and I do not see 
any reasons for changing 
these old methods (1)

c) Often new practices are not 
successful however if they 
are promising 1 would surely 
like to adopt them (3)

Credit orientation 

State your opinions
1. Do you think that a farmer like you 

should borrow money for agrl* 
purpose?

igaaS
like

Yes No

2. Have you utilised any f om of 
credit in the last 2 years for 
agrlo operations

Yes Ho



3* What; is your opinion about the procedures for 
getting the credit from the co-operation/Banks
Very eaey/easy/dlfficult/very difficult

4. For increasing farm production there is nothing 
wrong in taking credit from institutional sources
5 trongly agree/agree/undecided/disagree/strongly 
disagree

5. Mention the sources of credit you have availed
a* Money lenders
b. Neighbour/friend/relatives
c. Co-operative Society 
d* Nationalised bank
e* Govt, Sources

Value orientation

(Cosmopollteness - Localitoneos)
A person may be in contact with the outside of 

his own community to satisfy his needs or he may mostly 
limit his contacts within his own community*

Kindly state the degree of agreement or disagree
ment with each of the following statements which X read 
to you.

Statements SA A UD DA
A parson learns many things 
from his experience and 
happening of his village only.
Cna can satisfy on^'s entire 
requirement out of the total 
resources available to him*



SA A UD DA SDA
3. Many thing® a person ought to 

know are happening outside hi* 
village - such happenings may 
be of great advantage to a 
person. He therefore ought to 
know then.

4. At present, when transport St 
communication facilities are 
developing a village should 
know more about things which 
happen out side his village.

14. Level of aspiration
Here is a picture of ladder. 
Suppose we say that the top of 
the ladder represent© the beat 
possible life for you and the 
bottom represents the worst 
possible life for you.
i) Where in the ladder do you 

feel you personally stand 
at the present moment?

ii) And where do you think you 
will be five years from 
now?

PART-B
1. Awarenea* of XRDP

Here are the developmental scheme initiated by 
XRDP. Kindly indicate whether you are aware of these. 
Also Indicate your awareness of the benefits.



SI. Schemas Awareness
Mo * Aware/unaware

I Primary Sector
1* Drinking water a* Tub© wall -

comnunity works
b« Dug wells -

community works
2* Animal Husbandry a* Dairy units

b. Cattle sheds
c. Goat units
d* Poultry units 
e. Rabbit units

II. Secondary sector
1. Screwpin mat waaving
2. Artificial diamond cutting
3. Lapidary
4. Furniture manufacturing
5. Soda water manufacturing
6. Soft drinks
7. Coir making
8. Ready-made garments
9. Foot wear manufacturing
10. Umbrella assembling
11. Rexin works
12. Coffee powder manufacturing
13. Curry powder manufacturing
14. Pots and tanks
15. Brick making
16. Welding unit

Benefits
Aware/unaware



17. Production of beaten rice
18. Village pottery
19. Plastic welding
20. Soap making
21. Vulcanising
22. Papadem making
23. Bakery
24. Beedi making
25. Cans - bamboo & plastic works
26. Edible chips making
27. Copra processing

:. Tertiary sector
1. Repair and maintenance of shops
2. Tailoring units
3. Shoe - repair units
4. Carpentry units
5. Bullock carts
6. Hand carts
7. Bicycle repairing
8. Hair dressing shop
9. Radio repairing unit
10. Watch repairing
11* Battery charging
12. Financing blacksmith
13. Public address system
14. Hews paper agency
15. Kasala grinder
16. Financing fruit & vegetable rending
17. Small restaurant



18. Smell shope
19. A upholstery works
20. Auto-electrical works
21. Cool bar
22. Musical Instruments
23. Spray painting

1. Do you know through whom the IRDP is implemented?

Aware/unaware
1. Project Officer
2. A.P.O.
3. Block Development Officer
4. Tahaslldar
5. Branch Manager of Bank
6. J.A.O.
7. Demonstrator

PART-C

Experience of beneficiaries in the utilisation of the 
facilities of I.R.D.P.
1. Procedure Highly Compli- Somewhat Simple Very

followed complicated cated complicated simple

2. Incentives advanced
Subsidy * Very high/high/rccderate/low/very low 
Rate of interest s V.H./H/M/L/V.I*

3. Adequacy of Very Adequate Inadequate Very in
supply adequate adequate



4# Timeliness s Well before During After
season

5. Distance fron house s Upto 5 km / 5-10 kn / More
6, Tine taken in service J Very quick/quick/late/very late 
7* Correctness in service : Correct / not correct
8. Treatment given s Very fair / fair / bad / very bad

PARTED

1. Did you avail the facilities extended by IRDP through 
the development schemes under the Primary Sector.
a) Which scheme :
b) What is the loan arrount t 

you got
c) What is subsidy *
d) In which year you got : 

benefitted

2. Did you avail the facilities extended by I.R.D.P, through 
the development schemes under secondary sector.
a)
b)
c)
a )

3. Did you avail the facilities extended by IRDD through 
development schemes under tertiary sector.
a)
b)
c)
d)



4. Did you avail the training facilities Yes Ho
extended by I.R.D.P*
a) What is the stipend you got
b) In what field you got training
c) In which year

PART-E

Did you face any problem in obtaining th© facilities of IRDP.
Yes / No

If yes what are the problems?

Suggest suitable solution to overcome these problem®.

1. Problem 
solution

2. Problem 
solution

3. Problem® 
solutions

4. Problems 
solutions

5. Probleirs 
solutions

6. Problems 
solutions
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5 * ĵJGstOo ■*

t̂Jffllmlcjl -

4*

6*



INTEGRATED RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMME - A CASE STUDY

By
JA Y A S R E E  K R IS H N A N K U TTY

ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS
subm itted in partial fulfilm ent o f  

the requirement for the degree

dflteter of Hriente in Agriculture
(Agricultural Extension)
Faculty o f  Agriculture 

Kerala Agricultural University

Department o f Agricultural Extension  
COLLEGE OF H O R TICU LTU RE  

Vellanikkara - Trichur
1988



ABSTRACT

To have an indepth analysis of the various aspects 
of Integrated Rural Development Programme in the State, 
giving more stress to the beneficiaries angle, the present 
investigation was undertaken under the title "I.R.D.P. - 
A case study”. Awareness of the beneficiaries about the 
programme and their extent o£ utilisation of the facilities 
of the programme was measured In this study. Awareness 
was measured in 3 dimensions Vis. awareness about the 
schemes, about the benefits of the schemes end about the 
implementing agencies of the orograrane. The experience of 
the beneficiaries in the utilisation of IRDP facilities 
and constraints or problems experienced by them were also 
analysed.

The study was conducted in Ollukl era Block of 
Trichur District. The sample was 120 IRDF beneficiaries 
consisting of 40 marginal farrers, 40 agrl/non-agrl. 
labourers and 40 beneficiaries belonging to Schedule Castes 
or Scheduled Tribes. Data was collected using an interview 
schedule and suitable statistical techniques ware employed 
in the analysis of the data.



The study revealed that majority of the respondents 
had medium awareness about the schemes, low awareness 
about the benefits of the schemes and all beneficiaries 
had low or medium awareness about the implementing 
agencies* As far as oxtent of utilisation was concerned# 
there was absolutely no beneficiary with high extent of 
utilisation* Majority of the respondents had low extent 
of utilisation*

Most of the selected Independent variables 
contributed substantially in the case of awareness. But 
in the case of extent of utilisation, only four variables 
had substantial contribution towards it.

The experience of beneficiaries In utilisation of 
IRDP facilities was medium. The analysis of the constraints 
felt by the beneficiaries revealed that there were a lot 
of malpractices prevalent In the sanctioning and distribut
ion of assistance# there were undue delays in disbursing 
the loans and that quality of the oroducts obtained by way 
or assistance was poor. The results point out vividly to 
the prime need for a more systematic and effective funct
ioning of tho programme with better co-ordination and 
supervision at all levels in order to have a better image 
or the programme in the rural sector.


