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Money lncome and Poverty Status in the United States:
1987 (Advance Report)

INTRODUCTION

This report presents data on the income and pov-
erty status of families and persons in the United States
for the calendar year 1987. These data were compiled
from information collected in the March 1988 Current
Population Survey (CPS) conducted by the Bureau of
the Census. The survey consisted of about 60,000
households nationwide and was designed to produce
reliable national estimates, although some data by
region and metropolitan residence were also com-
piled and appear in this report. The income and
poverty estimates in this report are based solely on
money income before taxes and do not include the
vatue of noncash benefits such as food stamps, Medi-
care, Medicaid, public housing, and employer-provided
fringe benefits such as health and life insurance and
use of company automobiles or stock options. For a
further discussion of valuing noncash benefits and
their effect on poverty, see the section discussing
experimental estimates of poverty. The estimates in
this report represent the Government's official pov-
erty estimates.

HIGHLIGHTS

(The figur-es in parentheses denote the g0-percent confidence
interval of the estimate.)

r fn 1987, medianfamily incomewas $30,850 (*$2321,
I .0 { + 9.91 percent higher than in I 986 after adjust-
ing for inflation. This represents the fifth consecu-
tive year real median family income has increased,
putting it at a level comparable to that of 1973, an
earlier all-time high.t

r Median income of families with a female house-
holder, no husband present increased 3.4 percent
( +0.3) in realterms from 1986. This represents the
second significant annual increase since 1979.

r Real per capita income in 1987, $12,290 (t$102),
was at an al l t ime high, increasing 1.6 (-r1.0) per-
cent over its 1986 level.

rChanges in real income refer to comparisons after adjusting for
inflation. The percentage change in prices between 1986 and 1987
was computed by dividing the annual average Consumer Price
lndex for all urban consumers (CP|-U) for 1987 by the annual
average for 1986. See table A-2 in appendix A for the CPI's from
1947 to 1987.

The number of persons below the official Govern-
ment poverty levelwas 32.51+9.31 million in 1987,
not significantly different from the 32.4 (+0.9) mil-
lion in 1986.

The poverty rate was 13.5 1'19.31 percent in 1987,
not significantly different from the 13.6 ( + 0.3) per-
cent in 1986.

Both the number of poor and the poverty rate have
declined since 1983, the recent peak in these fig-
ures, but both remain above their 1978 levels, the
recent low-point in these figures.

The poverty rate among Whites decreased by 0.5
( *.4) percentage points while the rate among Black
persons increased bV 2.O ('r 1.5) percentage points.
In 1987, 10.5 percent of Whites and 33.1 percent of
Blacks were in poverty.

The poverty rate of persons of Hispanic origin
showed no statistically significant change, but the
number of persons of Hispanic origin in poverty
increased by 353,000 {+261,000}.

The poverty rate among persons living on farms
declined by 7.0 (=4.5) percentage points to 12.6
percent in 1987,

FAMILY INCOME

In 1987, median family income was $30,850, 1.0
percent higher than the 1986 median after adjusting
for the 3.7-percent increase in consumer prices. The
change in overall real median family income between
1986 and 1987 represents the fifth consecutive annual
real increase. Since 1982, real median family income
has increased by 1 1.8 percent. These recent increases
have brought real median family income to a level
comparable to that of 1973, a year when median
family income reached an alltime high before a series
of recessions resulted in substantial declines in real
family income. (See figure 1 and table A).

Family Composition, RaGe and Hispanic Origin

The median income of White families increased by
1.1 percent between 1986 and 1987, to $32,270. The
median family incomes of Black families ($18,100) and
families of Hispanic origin t$20,310) did not change



Table A. Trends in Income and Povefi: 1960 to 1987
(lncome and earnings in 1987 dollars)

Year
Median fam-

ily income
Per capita

income

Earnings of year-roun4
full-tinp worters Persom in povsrty

Male Female
Number
(rhous.) Percent

1987 . . .
1986 . . .
1985 . . .
1984. . .
1983.  . .
1982 . . . , : .
1 9 8 1  . . .
1980.  . .

1079 . . .
1978 . . .
1977 . . .
1976.  . .
1975 . . .
1974.  . .
1573. . .
1972.  . .
1971  . . .
1970 . . .

1969 . . .
1968.  . .
1967 .  . .  . .  . .  .  . .  .
1966 . . .
1965 . . .
1964. . .
1963 . . .
1962...
1961  . . .
1960 . . .

$30.853
30,534
29,3O2
28,532
28,147
27,591
27,577
28896

30,669
30,730
30,025
29,863
28,97O
29,735
30 820
30,199
28,862
28,880

29,24
28,199
27,OO4
26,378
25,059
24,O70
23,197
22,378
21,788
21,567

812,287
12,096
1 1,635
11,301
10,892
10,573
10,592
10,7&

11,223
11,245
10,850
10,523
10,174
10,244
10,591
10,239
9,589
9,299

9,322
8,922
8,387
(NA)
(NA)
(NA)
(NA)
(NA)
(NA)
(NA)

$26,008
26,179
25,562
25,&5
24830
24,817
25,318
25,671

20,689
274O3
27431
26 863
28,94',1
n,276
28,407
27,71e
26374
26,243

25,505
25,037
24,448
24,O10
23,010
22,729
22,198
21,619
21,256
20,601

$10,9(B
10,825
16,507
16,172
15.859
15,323
14,957
15,43

15822
16,288
1q163
16,169
158lm
15,007
16,2O1
10,036
15895
15,580

15,439
14,560
14,127
13,819
13,789
13,444
13,085
12,819

.12,554
12,499

32,5lto
32,370
33,064
3ilr7d)
35,303
34,398
31822
29,n2

4,072
24,497
24tn
24,976
25877
23370
22873
24,80
25,559
8,420

24,1qt
25.3€7
n,765
28,510
33,185
36,055
36,t136
38,625
39,828
39851

135
13.0
14.0
144
162
15.0
14.0
13'0

11.7
11/.
11.0
11.8
12,3
11.2
11.1
11.9
12,8
12.6

12.1
124
142
14J
173
19.0
19.5
21.0
21.9
22.2

NA Not available.

Figure 1.
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significantly between 1986 and 1987 in realterms. The
ratios of Black-to-White and Hispanic-to-White family
incomes in 1987 were .56 and .63, respectively, also
unchanged from their 1986 levels.

In March of 1988, nearly 80 percent of all families
were married couples and their 1987 median family
income was $34,700, up 2.0 percentfrom 1986 in real
terms. This is the fifth consecutive year real income
for married couples has increased. In 1987, the median
income of White married couples was $35.300, for
Black married couples, $27,180, and for Hispanic mar-
ried couples, $24,680. The ratios of Black-to-White
and Hispanic-to-White married couple median family.
incomes were .77 and .70, respectively. Married cou-
ples accounted for 83 percent of all White families, T0
percent of all Hispanic families, and 51 percent of all
Black families.

The median income in 1987 of families with a
female householder, no husband presentwas $14,620,
up 3.4 percent in real terms from 1986. The 1987
increase for these families is the first significant annual
increase since 1984 and only the second significant
annual increase since 1979.2 In 1987, the median
income of White families with a female householder,
no husband present was $17,020, and the ratios of
Black-to-White and Hispanic-to-White incomes were
.57 and .58, respectively.3 Families with a female
householder, no husband present accounted for 16
percent of allfamilies. By race, the percentages were
13 percent of White families, 23 percent of Hispanic
families, and 43 percent of Black families.

Educational Attainment of Householder

Considerable differences can be noted in median
family income by level of education of the house-
holder. Median income in 1987 ranged from $14,550
for families in which the householder had less than 8
years education to $54,490 for families in which the
householder had 5 or more years of college educa-
tion. (See table B.) Between 1986 and 1987, families
showing a signiflcant change in income were those
where the householder had 8 years of education (5.7
percent decline) and families where the householder
had I to 3 years of college education (2.6 percent
increase).

Number of Earners

In 1987, real increases occurred for families with
two or more earners. The 1987 income for families
with two earners was $36,990, 1.6 percent higher than

The real increases in 1987, 1984, and 1979 were not statistically
dlfferent from one another.

The ratios of Black-to-White and Hispanic-to-Whhe median
income forfamilies witha female householder, no husband present
were not significantly different from one another.

in 1986; for families with three earners median income
was $46,960, 2.3 percent higher; for families with four
or more earners it was $59450, 3.0 percent higher.a
The median incomes for families with no earners'
$12,850, and one earner, $23,190, were not statisti-
cally different from their 1986 levels in real terms.

Region

For the second year, the South made gains on the
rest of the country in real median famity income. In
1987, the median family income for the South was
$28,250, 2.0 percent higher than 1986 in real terms
and the only region to show a significant change.
Median family income in 1987 for the other three
regions of the country were $33,940 for the Northeast,
$32,030 for the West, and $30,990 for the Midwest.

Regional changes in real family income by race
were somewhat different from the data for all races
combined. White families posted significant gains in
the Northeast and Midwest, 2.0 percent and 1.7 per-
cent, respectively,s No significant changes in real
famity income between 1986 and 1987 were noted in
any region of the country for Black or Hispanic fami-
lies.

Type of Residence

tn 19g7, median family income was considerably
higher in the suburban areas than in central cities,
especially in the suburbs of metropolitan areas with 1
million or more in population.6 Median family income
in the suburbs of large metropolitan areas (1 million or
more in population) was $40,270 in 1987. This com-
pares with a median income of $33,190 for families in
the suburbs of smaller (under 1 million population)
metropolhan areas. The median incomes of families
residing in central cities of large and small metro areas
were $27,460 and $2'1,290, respectively.T Between
1986 and 1987, a real increase in median income
occurred only for families outside central cities in
smaller metropolitan areas.

EARNINGS OF YEAR.ROUND, FULL-TIME
WORKERS

Both men and women working year-round, full'
time showed no statistically significant change in their

the increases in real median family incomes for two, three, and
four or more earner families were not statistically different from one
another.

the difference between the percent increases in real median
family income for the Northeast and Midwest was not statistically
significant.

elhe term "suburban areas" 8s used here refers to that portion of
metropolitan areas outside central cities.

TThe difference between median incomes of families residing in
central cities of hrge and small metropolitan areas was not statisti'
cally significant.
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Table B. Comparison of Income Summary Measures Between 1987 and 1986, by $elected Characteristics
(Numbers as of March 1988)

Characteristic
1987

1986 nedian
ilrcome

(1987 dollarc)
Percentchange in

real incomeNumber (thous.)
Median income

(dollars)

FAMILIES

Type of Family

All races:
All families

Married couples.
Female householder, no husband present

White:
All families

Manied couples..
Female householder, no husband piesent

Black:
All families

Marr ied couples. . . .  . .  .  . .
Female householder, no husband present

Hispanic:t
All families

Maried couples.
Female householder, no husband presenl

Educationz

Less than 8 years
8 years..
High school: I to 3 years

4 years
Col lege:  l to3years

4 years,
5 years or more

Number of Earnerss

No earner
One earner
Two earners..
Three earners
Four earners or more.

Region

Northeast.
Midwest.
South.
West . .

Residence

In metropolitan areas.
1 million or more

Inside central cit ies...
Outside cer*ral cities

Under 1 million .
lnside central cities...
Outside central cities

Outside metropolitan areas ..

EARNINGS OF YEAR-BOUND, FULL-TIME WORKERS

Male . .
Female.

65,133
51,909
10,608

50,044
40,644
7,235

7,177
3.682
3,O74

4588
3,204
1,072

4,263
3,235
7475

22,945
10,519
7,47O
6,299

9,4&
18,009
27,74
6,329
2,703

13,382
15,905
22,88
13,000

49,987
27,O11
10,449
16,561
22,957
8,835

14,122
15,166

47,080
29,809

{x)

30,853
34,70O
14,620

32,274
35,295
17,018

18,098
n,182
9,710

20,306
24,677
I 805

14,547
18,102
21,165
29,937
36,392
46,533
64,491

12,849
23,192
36,990
46,961
59,t[45

33,938
30,991
28,250
32,026

33,131
35,448
27,458
&,270
31,O21
27,294
341e2
24,397

26,008
16,909

12,287

30,534
34,004
14,148

31,935
34,647
16,290

18,247
27,554
9,640

20,725
24,786
9,777

14616
19,192
20,854
29,765
35,rt55
47,269
54595

12,963
23,125
36,391
45,925
57,689

33,335
30,665
27,6e4
32,096

32;te5
35,212
27,654
39,850
30,464
27,614
32,O34
24,O78

26,179
16825

12,096

{.5
*6.7

1.5
0.6

*2.6
-1.6
-o.2

11.0
]2.0
*3.4

|1.1
r1.9
*4.5

-0.8
-1.4
o.7

-2.O
.0.4
0.3

{.9
0.3

*1.6
*23
*3.0

1.8
1.1

*2.0
4.2

1.0
o.7
4.7
1.1

*1.8
-1.2
*3.6
1 3

Q.7
0.5

* Significant at the 90-percent confidence bvel.
X Not applicable.
rPersons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
:Restricted to families with householder 25 years old and over.
lExcludes families with Arrned Forces members.



real earnings in 1987. The percentage of civilian work-
ers working year round, fulltime increased, however,
from 66.8 percent to 67.8 percent for men and from
49.2 percent to 50.4 percent for women. The ratio of
women's to men's earnings in 1987 was .65.8 While
this ratio has remained statistically unchanged for the
past 3 years, it is higher than what it was at the end of
our last recession in 1982, when the ratio was .62. The
1987 median earnings of men, $26,010, was at a level
comparable to that of 1970 in real terms, and below
the peak earnings figure of $28,610 in 1973. The 1987
median earnings for women was at a level of $16,910
(figure 3). Since 1982, the increase in real earnings of
females has outpaced that of their male counterparts
( figure 4).

PER CAPITA INCOME

In 1987, per capita income was $12,290, up 1.6
percent from 1986 in real terms. Per capita incomes
for Whites and Hispanics were $13,030 and $7,610,

lThis ratio is based on annual median e3rnings of year-round,
full'time workers and differs ftom ratios oflveekly or hourly earn-
ings derived from the CPS or other surveys.

Figure 2.
lndex of lledlan Famlly and Per Caplta lncome: 1967-87
(1967=1@)

1967 1969 1971

Shad6= Rocessionary perlod

respectively, both higher than their 1986 levels in real
terms. The 1987 per capita for Blacks was $7"500,
unchanged from 1986 in realterms.e

Per capita income in 1987 was also at an all time
high in real terms. (See figure 1.) Real per capita
income has risen steadily since 1982, the end of our
fast recessionary period. Overthe 1982-87 period, real
per capita income grew by a total of 16.2 percent,
while real median family income grew by 11.8 percent
(figure 2).

Per capita income is computed by dividing the total
aggregate money income. by the total population.
Basically, it is the amount of income per person, for
every man, woman, and chitd in the CPS noninstitu-
tional population. Per capita income differs from fam-
ity income in that it includes the income of all persons
whereas family income is restricted to the income of
related persons living in households. Changes in fam-
ily income do not, therefore, reflect the changes in
income for other segments of the population, such as
unrelated individuals. Changes in living arrangements'
such as declines in average family size or decreases in

The difference between 1987 per capita incomes of Blacks and
Hispanics was not statistically significant.

lndex-----r 150
Indsx

150 r-

Per captta lncome

Famlly Income
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the proportion of families maintained by married cou-
ples, can affect the measurement of family income.
Use of per capita income provides a measure that
includes all population segments and that is less
affected by changes in living arrangements.

POVERTY STAruS

Trends in the Number of Poor and Poverty
Rate

The number of persons below the official Govern-
ment poverty levetwas 32.5 million in 1987, represent-
ing 13.5 percent of the Nation's population. Neither
the number of poor ngr the poverty rate in 1987 were
statistically different from the corresponding 1986
figures of 32.4 million poor and a 13.6 percent rate.

Poverty data based on the official Government
definition were first tabulated for 1959. Using this
definition, the poverty rate fell dramatically in the

1960's, decreasing trom 22.4 percent to 12.1percent
in 1969. (See figure 5.) During the same period, the
number of poor declined from 39.9 million to 24,1
miffion ( figure 6). Betrveen 1970 and 1977,the size of
the poverty population fluctuated between 23.0 and
26.1 million, and the poverty rate ranged from 11.1 to
12.6 percent. Then from 1978 to 1983, the number of
persons in poverty increased by 44 percent, from 24.5
to 35.3 million, and the poverty rate rose from 11.4 to
15.2 percent.lo Since 1983, however, both the number
of poor and the poverty rate have declined, although
the year-to-year changes in these figures have not
necessarily been statistically significant. Both the num'
ber of poor and the poverty rate in 1987 were well
above their 1978 levels.

r0A recent low point in the number of poor and the poverty rate
was reached in 1978, which was during the economic expansion
period that lasted from March 1975 to January 1980. A recent high
ioint in the number of poor and the poverty Jatg yvas reached in
iggg, the year following the recessionary period that lasted from
July 1981 to November 1983.

Table G. Person+ Families and Unrelated tndividuals Below the Poverty Level: 1987 and 1986

(Numbers in thousande)

Characteristic
Number in poverty Poverty rate

1987 1986 Difference 1987 1986 Difference

All persons.
Related chi ldren unaer re years i  : : : : : : : . : : : :
Persons 65 years and over

RACE AND HISPANIC ORIGIN

White. .
Black ..
H'spanicz

BESIDENCE

Farm ..
Nonfarm

ln metropolitan areas.
lns ide centra l  c i t ies.  .  . .  . . . . . .  . . . . .
Outside central cities

In nonmetropolitan areas

REGION

Northeast
Midwest
South..
Wes t .  . .  . .  .  .  .  . .  t .

FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS

All families
Married-couple families. .
Female householder, no spouse presenl .. ..
Male householder, no spouse present .... ..

Unrelated individuals.
Ma le . . .
Female.

32,548
12,435
3,491

21,N9
9,683
5,470

616
31,930

23,423
13,893
9.530
9,123

13,231

5,476
7,499

13,287
6,285

7,059
3,085
3,636

338

6,84:i
2,677
4,167

32,370t|
12,257 |
3,477 

|
I
I

22,1831
8,9$ |
5,117 

]

996
31,374

22,657
13,295
9,362
9,712

12,854

5,211
7,641

13,106
6,412

7,O23
3,123
3,613

287

6,846
2,536
4,311

176 |
1781
1 4 1

-774
*700
*353

*-380
556

*766

598
168

-589

36
-38
23

*51

337

265
-142
181
-127

a
141

l-144

13.5
20.0
12.2

10.5 |
33.1 |
28.21

34.6

11.0
12.7
16.1
12.6

12.6
13.5

12.5
18.6
8.5

16.9

10.8
6.0

34.3
12.5

20.8
11.5
23.7

13.6
19.8
12.4

11.0
31.1
27.3

19.6
13.4

12.3
18.0
8.4

18.1

33.5

21.6
17.5
25.1

10.9
6.1

34.6
11.4

10.5
13.0
16.1
13.2

-.1
.2

-.2

s_.5
*2.O

.9

*-7.0
.1

.2

.6

.1
*-1.2

1 .1

-.1
-.1
-.3
1 . 1

*-.8

-1.4

.5
-.3

-.6

*Statisticallv sisnificant change at the go-percent confidence level.
rExcludes itriUren in unrelated subfamilies. zPersons of Hispanb origin may be of any race.
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The poverty definilion used here is that adopted for
official Government use by the Office of Management
and Budget and consists of a set of money income
thresholds that vary by family size and composition.
Families or individuals with income below their appro-
priate thresholds are classified as below the poverty
level. The poverty thresholds are updated every year
to reflect changes in the Consumer Price Index. For
example, the average povertythreshold for a family of
fourwas $11,611 in 1987, $1 1,203 in 1986, and $10,989
in 1985.

Age Composition

Half of the Nation's poor in 1987 were either chil-
dren under 18 years (40.0 percent) or elderly (10.7
percent). The poverty rate for children continues, as it
has since 1975, to be higher than that for other age
groups, averaging 20.6 percent for those under 18
years, while that for persons 65 years and over was
12,2 percent in 1987, and the poverty rate for persons
18 to 64 was 10.8 percent. None of these rates
changed significantly between 1986 and 1987.

Race and Hispanic Origin

Although Blacks and persons of other races are dis-
proportionately represented among the poor, Whites
represented 65.8 percent of the poor in 1987. Blacks
were 29.8 percent of the poor, and the remaining 4.5
percent were persons of other races (principally Asians
and American Indians). About 16.8 percent of the poor
in 1987 were Hispanics. Persons of Hispanic origin
may be of any race, but the vast majority (over g0
percent) are included in the White racial category in
the cPS.

The apparent decrease between 1986 and 1987 in
the number of Whites below the poverty level was not
statistically significant; however,the increase (700,000)
in the number of Blacks in poverty, the increase
(250,000) in the number of persons of other races in
poverty, and the increase (353,000) in the number of
Hispanics in poverty during the past year were statis-
tically significanl.t t

The poverty rate for Whites decreased between
1986 and 1987, while that for Blacks increased, and
the rate for persons of other races and Hispanics did
not change significantly. ln 1987, 10.5 percent of
White persons were below the poverty level, down
from 1 1.0 percent iri 1986. For Blacks the poverty rate
was 33.1 percent in 1987, a 2.0 percentage-point

rrThese increases in the number of poor by race and ethnicity
were not significantly different from each other.

increase since 1986. The poverty rate was 18.3 per-
cent for persons of other races in 1987, not signifi-
cantly different from the 16.3 percent rate in 1986. The
poverry rate for Hispanics was 28.2 percent in 1987
(27.3 percent in 1986).

Geographic Distribution

Farm/nonfarm. Both the number of poor and poverty
rate for persons living on farms decreased between
1986 and 1 987, while the comparable nonfarm figures
did not change significantly.l2 The farm population
below the poverty level declined from 996,000 to
616,000 and the farm poverty rate dropped from 19.6
to 12.6 percent.t3

The poverty rate for the nonfarm population (13.5
percent) was not significantly different from the farm
figure in 1987. Typically the poverty rate is higher for
the farm population than nonfarm population; in fact,
1987 marks the first time since 1979 thatthere was no
difference between the farm and nonfarm rates.

Metropolitan areas. The number of poor living within
the Nation's metropolitan statistical areas increased
between 1986 and 1987, reaching 23.4 million, butthe
metropolitan area poverty rate (12.5 percent in 1987)
did not change significantly. ln nonmetropolitan areas,
the poverty rate decreased from 18.1 to 16.9 percent,
but the number of poor did not change significantly.

The poverty rate in both centralcities and suburban
areas remained unchanged between 1986 and 1987.
As has historically been the case, the poverty rate in
cities was considerably higher than that in suburban
areas in 1987 (18.6 percent versus 8.5 percent). While
the number of poor living in central cities increased,
there was no significant change between 1986 and
1987 in the number of poor in suburban areas. Central
cities had experienced a drop of 900,000 in the num-
ber of poor between 1985 and 1986.

rzln the CPS, the farm population is defined as persons living in
rural teritory on places from which $1,000 or more of agricuttural
products were sold during the preceding 12 months. Farm residents
in the CPS are not necessarily economically dependent upon
farming. For exampb, only about half of employed farm residents
reported agriculture as their main industry in 1987. For further
discussion, see Current Population Eeports, Series P-27, No.61.

teThe number of farm households in poverty b sensitive to the
number reporting losses in farm income. The proportion of farm
households reporting farm income losses declined from 14 percent
in 1986 to 8 percent in 1987.



Figure 5.
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Poverty areas. About 40.7 percent of the Nation,s
poor in 1987 lived in areas of high poverty concentra-
tion (poverty areas).1a While the majority (58.8 per-
cent) of the 13.2 million poor living in povert)r areas
lived in centralcity poverty areas, about 28.2 percent
lived in nonmetropolitan poverty areas, and 12.g per-
cent lived in suburban poverty areas. The poverty rate
was higher in large city poverty areas than elsewhere:
38.6 percent in central city poverty areas,33.0 percent
in suburban poverty areas and 29.0 percent in non-
metropo litan poverty areas.15

Regions. There were no statistically significant changes
between 1986 and 1987 in the number of poor or the
poverty rate in the four regions of the Nation. The
poverty rate remained highest in the South (16,1
percent), followed by the Midwest and West (12.7 and
12.6 percent). The Northeast had the lowest rate (1 1.0
percent).

Unrelated Individuals, Families, Family
Composition

The 6.8 million unrelated individuals (persons living
alone or with nonrelatives only) who were poor in
1987 accounted for 21.0 percent of the total poverty
population.to The poverty rate for all unrelated indi-
viduals (20.8 percent in 1987) dropped by 0.8 of a
percentage point between 1986 and 1987, and the
rate for female unrelated individuals (23.7 percent in
1987) fell by 1.4 percentage points.

ln 1987, the proportion of the Nation,s poor who
fived in families was 76.7 percent and2.2 percent lived
in unrelated subfamilies. Neither the number of poor
families nor the poverty rate among families changed
significantly between 1986 and 1987. This lack of
change between 1986 and 1987 for all races resulted
from offsetting trends by race: the number of poor
White families decreased (from 4.8 to 4.6 million) as
did their poverty rate (from 8.6 to 8.2 percent), while
the number of poor Black families increased (from 2.0
to 2.1 million). The poverty rate for Black families was
29.9 percent in 1987, not significantly different from
their 1986 rate. Among other races, the number of
poor families increased lrom 225,000 to 318,000, and
their poverty rate increased from 13.1 percent to 16.6
percent. The number of poor Hispanic families also

increased from 1.1 million to 1.2 million, but their
poverty rate (25.8 percent in 1987) did not change
significantly between 1986 and 1987.

Overall, in 1987, 43.7 percent of all poor families
contained a married-couple, while 51.5 percent con-
tained a householder who was a woman with no
husband present. ln the remaining 4.8 percent of poor
families, the householder was a man with no wife
present. The proportion of femate householder fami-
lies among all poor families leveled off in the early
1980's and was actually slightly lower in 1985 (48.1
percent) than in 1978 (50.3 percent). However, in the
past 2 years this proportion has risen again: both the
1986 and 1987 figures (51.4 percent and 51.5 percent,
respeclively) are higher than the 1985 figure.tz ln
1987, 12.O percent of nonpoor families were main-
tained by a woman with no spouse present.

The poverty rates did not change significantly for
any of these family types between 1986 and 1987,
remaining at 6.0 percent for married couples, 34.3
percent for families with a female householder and no
husband present, and 12.5 percent for families with a
male householder and no wife present. In 1987,74.1
percent of poor Black families hdd a female house-
holder with no spouse present, compared with 42.0
percent of poor White families.

Families with children were more likely to be in
poverty than those with no children. Among all fami-
lies, 16.2 percent of those with related children were
in poverty, compared with 4.9 percent of those with
no chifdren. Comparable rates were 12.4 percent and
4.0 percent for White families, 37.3 percent and 14.4
percent for Black families, and 32.1 percent and 11.0
percent for families in which the householder was of
Hispanic origin. Among families with a female house-
holder and no husband present 46.1 percent ofthose
with children were in poverty as compared with 9.8
percent of those with no children.

Work Experience of Family Householders

Among poor family householders, 47,2 percent
worked in 1987, and 14.6 percent worked year-round,
full-time. These figures are down from the 1986 esti-
mates of 50.1 percent (worked) and 16.7 percent
(worked year-round, full-time). For nonpoor family
householders, 80.8 percent worked and 64.0 percent
worked year-round, full-time in 1987.

Among female householders with no spouse present,
39.3 percent of those below the poverty line in 1987
worked, and 7.8 percent worked year-round, full-time.

rTThe 1986 and 1987 figures are not signfiicantly different from
each other or from the 1978 figure.

r4Poverty areas are defined as census tracts in metropolitan
areas and minor civil divisions in nonmetropolitan counties, with a
poverty rate of 20 percent or more in 1979 based on the 19g0
census. In 1987, the overall poverty rate in such areas was 34.6
percent, or about 2 1/2 times the national average.

r6The suburban and nonmetropolhan poverty rates were not
significantly different from one another.

rslt should be noted that the CPS is primarily a household survey
and thus persons who are homeless and not living in shehers are
not included in these poverty statistics,
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Among nonpoorfemale householders with no spouse
present, 76.2 percent worked in 1987, and 55.6 per-
cent worked year round, fulltime.

Educational Attainment of Family
Householders

Only 48.9 percent of poor family householders 25
years old and over were high school graduates in
1987, compared with 78.9 percent of family house-
holders above the poverty level. Although about I of
5 poor householders had not completed the 8th grade,
persons with some college were not immune: 15
percent of poor householders had completed I or
more years of college. However, poverty rates tend to
decrease as years of school completed increase: the
poverty rate was 28.3 percent for householders with
fewer than 8 years of school completed, 9.3 percent
for those completing high school (but with no years of
college completed) and 3.7 percent for those with 1 or
more years of college completed. This general rela-
tionship exists regardless of race or Hispanic origin.
However, large ditferences exist between these groups
within education categories. For example, 27.8 per-
cent of Black family householders with a high school
diploma but no college completed had income below
the poverty level, compared with 6.9 percent of White
householders and 16.3 percent of Hispanic household-
ers.

Income Deficit

In 1987, the average amount of money needed to
raise the incomes of poor families above their respec-
tive poverty level threshold was $4,635, not signifi-
cantly different fro m the 1 986 deficit of $4,555 (in 1 987

dollars). Families with a woman householder (no spouse
present) had an average income deficit larger than
other farnilies (a mean af $4,927 versus $4,305).

The average deficit for unrelated individuals was
$2,575 in 1987, not significantly different from the
$2,583 average defich in 1986 (in 1987 dollars).

EXPERIMENTAL ESTIMATES OF POVERTY

For the past several years the Bureau of the Census
has provided experimentalestimates of povefi based
on income definitions that include the value of selected
noncash benefits, using different methods of valuing
such benefits. Since the same poverty thresholds
were used as in the official definition, the resulting
poverty estimates, which are exploratory in nature,
are all lower than the official estimates. The latest
series of these estimates are published in Technical
Paper 58, Estimates of Poverty Including the Value of
Noncash Benefits: | 987.

USER COMMENTS

We are interested in your reaction to the usefulness
of this information and to the content of the questions
used to provide these results. Appendix D contains a
facsimile of the .questionnaire. We welcome your
recommendations for improving our survey work. lf
you have suggestions or comments, please send
them to:

Edward J. Welniak, Jr.
Housing and Household Economic Statistics Division
U.S. Bureau of the Census
Washington, D.C.20233
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Table l. Median Income of Families by,selected Characteristics, Race, and Hispanie Origin of
Householder: 1987 and 1986
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Tabte 1. Median Income ol Families'by Selected Characteristics, Race, and Hispanic Origin of
Householder: 1987 and 1986-Con.
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Table 1. Median Income of Families by Selected Characteristics, Race, and Hispanic Origin of
Householder: 1987 and 1986-Con.
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Tabte 2. Families, by Race and Hispanic Origin, and Total Money Income: 1970, 1973€7
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I t70
92 88

1@.0
1.0
13
3.0
9.0
{0
{9

10.0
10.3
2r.5
21.e
17.0

90 12e
3t 021

3 972

1@.0
22
5,2
0.5
9.5
0.1
7.1

1e2
1r.7
16.1
145
0.1

10 538
21 963

100.o
LO
3.t
7.3
7.6
7.4
c.a

r3.0
12,2
te.0
12.6
5.8

20 16t
23 aitl

s5 698

1e4"1.o

5 4e1

2 175

100.0.t.2
1,6
3.1
rf,1
. t6
4.E
0,E

10,6
20.e
21.6
17.6

2e 735
E| eql

100.0
1 .1
1,2
2.5
3.5
1?
{5
e.5

10.6
er.5
26
18.8

30 e01
35 isl

100.0
2.
5.6
6.E
e.3
7.A
7.3

12.C
10.9
t6.t
19.1
6.1

lt 451
22?g,

100.0
t .6
2.5
a9
7t
7.6
7.5

12.5
12.E
4.7
19.9
7.5

21 87
25 0r3

0 25E

100.0
12
5.1
8.1
&7
7.8
6.6

12.1
10,7
16.2
1/t3
&1

to 760
e4 Gi

55 059

48 olo

5 m

? 365

100.o
1.1
1.7
3.1
40
L 1
46
05
9.9

20.6
21.4
19.3

30 620
34 838

100.0
1.0
1.2
25
9.4
40
12
e.t
0.0

21.1
29
20.6

giz 211
* 4 2

134

100.0
21
5.2
7.1
&2
&1
7S

1o,2
i0.0
16.7
r3.0
8.4

1a Q7
23 toa

100.0
2.1
5.5
8.0
&9
8.3
7.6

142
to,l
r6.5
12./t
6.6

lE 5e0
a m 1

100.0
1.7
t .E
5.5
6.3
7.0
6.e

1tte
1a1
20,0
l5.c
7.6

a 2 u
25 360

0

52 227

40 595

4 ezt

100.0
1.4
21
3.5
rtl
41
+7
9.e

1l ,s
2?"0
21.2
| 5./t

2E E6O
32 506

100.0
1.3
1.6
9.0
3.7
{ t
+1

. e.5
11.9
22.8
2e2
16.4

2e e60
Et 6{5

5 413

1@.0
ze
5.7
7.7
E.3
6.0
7.1

13.t
1e.O
r0.0
1.2.5
6.E

1e o72
a 719

100.0
9.0
6.0
t l
a6
7.2
7.1

1.1,3
12.0
15.6
12.0
5.7

lE 37E
21 782

(NA}

lilil
tilil
tNfl

1ilf,
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Table 3. Families, by Race and Hispanic Origin, and Total Money Income in 1987 Dollars:
1970, 1973€7

(Fill.o ar ot M.rdt ot fi. blbwlng y..r. For mcanlry of ryrtole. s.. t xt)
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Tabre 4. share of Aggregate Income in
Householder and Region

(Fenlilce and urdaed lndvldualr arol Mafifi lOtO)

17

1987 of Families and Unrelated Individuals, by Race of

Tabte 5. Farm-Nonfarm Residence and Race of Families and Unrelated Individuals, by Total
Money Income in 1987

(ilumb.6 h fiowarrh. Fartl.s Jrd |'rdsd lrdrldJab .! of l|e&h t9la For merr*|g ol ryru!, !.. b[t) .

Reo. ol hous.holdaa ard.€gNon
l{wter
{tror!.)

hcorn ar3.bct dpoluort(dolh't) P.G.nt ddhrtd| of {Orege hcottr

l/Lan
hoot[a

(dolar!)

Upp.r lHlol each fttl

Top 5
prcant

tor.d
llftl

S.@rd
llttl

rfi
iltl

Fdrdr
llttl

,'UH|I Top5
prcaiilbmn S€ond Tl{rd Fcrtr

FATILIES

Racr of Houroholdcr

66 lqt
56 044

0 080
7 17?

13 382
t5 e05
228,6
13 0@

3e 800
28 1e6
rt 664
3 e4l

? w 6
6 090

10 212
7 W ,

14 /t50
16 057
7 511
6 8 @

t6 30E
15 001
12 833
15 006

5 465
6 000g 0E5
9 9E4

5 oae
5 480
174o
624o

25 too
27 0@
15 5@
13 001

28 0?A
25 665
22 555
2A 1&

e 7 a
10 ut
6 100
5 900

10 08/t
e 162
t eo6

11 000

96 600
3t 200
25 5@
4,300

.O 100
36 300
4 200
33 2@

16 000
t6 657
ll 500
t1 000

17 368
15 CElo
11 792
16 000

52 9r0
* 280
41 99E
96 652

57 260
51 950
1e 7n
s5 406

25 630
20 lt34
20 02G
20 000

2700o
24 ole
24 006
28 500

86 3@
a6 172
6e 90r
62 000

e,r 624
80 oa3
8t rze
01 467

rlt 000
45 334
35 aoo
3i2 570

/tZ 500
ilo 000
al 350
47 883

{0
5.1
3.2
9.3

+7
+e
.tg
]t.8

9.0
3.e
z7
3.0

g.e
41
3./t
3.5

t0.6't 1.2
t.5
d7

1 1 .1
11.4
10.5
r0.7

t.t
9.0
7.7
7,e

8.€
e,2
E,5
&e

1G,e
17.0
r5.9
r55

17.O
171
16.7
165

15.0
142
135
195

152
15./t
15.0
15.0

241
23.0
24,4
2er

23.9
212
243
&7

?12
2+1
2{6
215

212
241
241
2+2

1g-7
4ae
483
17A

/+3Il
122
41
42

.10,
17.8
515
50.0

48.1
46.0
4lli1
.|85

t6.0
t6.7
ta.4
17.1

10.5
16.0
17.1
1r.7

It.9
19.1
r9.8
t0.2

19.3
17.e
10..f
20.0

36 5Qf
3E zlxl
26 486
e€2F,2

t0 00r
35 71e
33 trll
9r 864

1A A72
t7 50r
t2 590
lt eoe

€ 007
15 set
t5 600
tt s6E

Total npn yhcorn

Fefl{b. Urrrletcd Indiidualc

Total

lforilerm Frnn

Tod

l{ontcrn F.nn
Atl

rtcoa Wt{i. Blek
AI

tcea Wt$. g.d(

125,00 b t27,4oo
f27,500 b f20,900
030,000 b 932,/reo
132'500 b l3/t'90e
t35,000 b f374gg
137,500 b $0,e00
f40'o0o b t44,09o
frl5,0@ b $/+0,999
asoto@ b f59,99e
f60.000 b 974,900
175.000 efd orrr ,.

TOTAL

.  To ta | . . . . , . . . .
Urder 12,500
f250ob l4,o9e
05,000 b 37/09e
07500 b lo,e9o
fl 0,000 b lr 2,49e
fr2,5@ b lr4,goe
lr5.00o b tl7,.teo
fr7,5@ b tr9,o9e
t20,00o b l22J9e
1225@ b t24,ee0

Modanhoome..,. .....dollaF,.
Stardddiror...., .,.dollalr..

M.anlnooma.. . . . .  . . . . , (b l larr . .
Slandard.rror..... ...dolla'3..

HOUSEHOT DER YEARfiOU|{D,
FULL.TITEWORKER

3 021
2 7AA
3 125
e /lEo
a 860
2?31
4 4.7
3 504
5 300
It 4.16
5 060

30 85{t
lrtt

30 568
160

65 lqt
1 171
! 706
2 353
213/
2 966
2 890
3 156
3 04t
3 206
2 774

5t.5
39 529

205
r[5 705

221

2 665
248,9
2 765
2 20e
2 545
2 027
.t O4a
3 zr|e
4 961
.t 063
4 680

56 oaa
75€

I O40
I 0.14
I 796
2 W
2 1 4
2 6ti0
2 561
2 721
2 400

60.1
/O 342

t01
46 713

2Q,

a 271
147

3E 203
175

7 177
357
0 1 1
621
556
506
387
/154
9oo
/|oe
3'r0

26E
N
280'105
20
154
301
235
28
212
tEl

rE 09t
390

a 252
3,f5

46.1
30 077

631
3/t 050

54

2e41
2 6Ct
3 052
2 g
2 800
2 tee
1 W .
3 593
5 3r5
4 960
/t oeo

69 705
t lrto
1 677
2 311
29/,,2
2S04
2 Cot
3 ottt
2967
3 08S
2 6e7

583
0e tqr

20€
a5 9e7

n7

s0 972
1Q,

36 6EO
162

l 1Pe
u
a
a.
52
?2
o1
73
t5

18
E1

60
73
79
51
60
32

105
6o
76
66
71

6e.3
2E 6t2
1 320

u ae7
t 755

20 016
l tcl

3t 560
I 321

92 t00
? r c
3 3gt
.t 552
I t56
I 0/t1
2 lEe
2 371
t 673
I 004'l 208

1 972
t69

I 0.lll
sfo
69.3
377
671
/166
4E0
2E0
340

123
21 527

15.1
u 011

206

12 sse
131

1A 572
124

26 196
I 6il0
2 5 6
3 E74
2 761
2 601
I E70
2 111
I 406
I 671
I ooa

1 236
772
ot0
510
6t6
349
625
415
457
a6e
340

rt3.0
21 t78

t66
25 41

221

t3 330
155

17 561
130

I 041
w2
801
506
313
300
a6s
220
150
20o
0t

fi5
ET

112
I
17
a
g5
4l
1 t
7

1o

9.2
1g 220

54n
8 & A

501

0 067
361

tt ee6
249

32 55e
2 209
3 365
4 520
3 135
2 oEl
2 176
2 352
r 650
I t7e
1 2 G

I 36lt
86/t

1 @ 5
53e
6e3
377
663
/tOt
171
277
300

123
21 575

155
24 e53

N7

12 674
134

16 972
126

30tx
2a
3?
?1
60
13*,
1 4
a
. 3

e
5
0
2
t

rT
5
e
3

lt Ei!7
6E4

10 885
1 E36

.to.E
14 et2
2 63?

20 096
3 403



Table 6. Age of Family Householder and Unrelated Individuals, by Total Money Income in 1987
(Ntmb.'! h |hou!an(b. F nll.o.rd |'r.L!.d Inilrdu.b s.ot Mert|t iefg)

TotalflDn y|rnoma

Tor.l

Ag. ot trc,,..hol&. (y..n)

15 b 2/t

25b 3a 35b44 .t5 b 5,3 55b04 65 ard ovarTohl 1 6 b 2 4

FAtrILIES

Totrl

T o t  l . . . . , . . , . . . .
Und.r 12.500
12500b !r,e90
f5,000D t,49e
f7500 b 30.900
110,000 b f12/o0
f12500 b t1a,e00
ft5'00o b lt7/a00
117500 b tre,eoo
t2o,0@ b ta2,4ee
1225@ b 324,eeo

l2s,00o b 327Ieo
fil7,5@ b f2o,eoo
t3o.000 b slzrlo'o
f32,5@ b E9/1 090
431t,000 b 337/ee
t37500 b $0,e00
t 0,000 b t44,ee0
a.5,0oo b 349,ee0
350,0@ b lSo,eee
f6O,00O b 37r1,eee
f75,Om Jrdov.r..

tl.danhcofir..... .......&lhrt,.
SLrdrdaflor.... ......dolla'|..

l la .n l i rma.. . . . .  , . . . . . .do1h'r . .
St[dsrdanor.... ......dolh'r..

Hourholdr Yrr-Rourd. hrll-
llnnWodtr

PerE nt ot btrl .rclulrp lrmd Forcct . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
tlctlen hcomc .,,,

Stard.rdanor.... ......do1hn..
lra.nlrpfiia...... .....,.dolhr!..

Slerdardsror.... ......dolhr!..

U}IRELATED INDIVIDUALS

Totd

T o r d . . . . . . . , . . . .
t nd.r 32,000
32,000 b $z,oee
t3,000 b $3,eeo
3r,000b aa,e{n
15,000b $,eeo
36,000 b f6,090
t7,000 b 37,eee
1E,000 b 36,900
$,000b lo,eee

|10,OOO b f12/a0e
fr2500b ll+eee
315,000 b 117/aoe
117,5@ b 3ro,ee9
f20,000 b tzlt.eeo
125,000 b t2e,e00
f90,000 b s34.e00
135,0@ b S/0e,eee
f50,000 and ova? , .

Mcdmkmrr. . . .  . . . . . . .dolhr ! , .
S:tard€tderror.... ......dolle'|..

Uaanlncorne. . . . . .  . . . . . , .dolht ! . .
Stardatdanor.... ......dolhr!..

Yc-Found, Full-Tlmo Worlon

P.rc.ntotbtal arcld|m Ir|fld Forcer
M .dan  hcome  . . . . . . ,  ; . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . do | | e ' ' . ,

Slrrdatdarrcr..., ..,.,.dolhr!,.
Meanlncome.. . . . .  . . . . . . .do11an..

Stardardermr.... ...,..doltart..

65 13tt
1 171
I 70€
2 353
21s,
2 966
2 EeO
3 156
3 oat
3 206
2 TtE

3 021
27a/'
3 125
2 4EO
2 6(n
2?31
1447
3 5e.l
5 390
1 *
5 060

30 E59
l/tl

36 s68
160

s05
30 52e

205
rl5 705

221

3:! 860
I E45

67e
I 067
2 6 8
1 W 2
I t0tl
1 52e
I 350
I 136

3 0/+l
2 tEo
2 571
1 673
3  1 t2
2 211
I 583
2 211
I t00

t2 550
t3t

16 572
126

43
21 stx

170
21 eU

206

20P.6
210
260
24P.
210
24
211
2 t t
te2
r96
t2e

ln
r05
12t
cl
50
50
7A
a
55
37
17

t6 057
rc.

lE 6e6
381

rl&7
a 3c7

737
26 taE

545

1 127
506
210
201
a1
n7
2t7
216
a2
te1

533
367
s67
202
321
r50
7i2
67
lo

.e 450
2&

11 000
?17

&6
l/t 004

300
16 oEtt

271

2 EEI'
teE
268
zg
211
221
210
67
102
1e1
126

122
165
14
cl
5e
50
?3
a
55
s7
17

lG  i94
47

lE 8q'
385

l|e.g
A N

7s7
26 185

586

1 279
171
200
200
u,
a1
I
211
41
187

52e
365
367
202
324
r56
72
67
1e

0 618
a7

lt 3!to
221

443
15 008

2e7
16 oee

272

15 00t
372
w
670
54t
6E8
626
759
771
eo2
6&t

071
7e2
895
615
s15
579

1 104
616

r tql
680
479

26 3{Xt
300

91 V21
217

70.||
33 8e2

u7
30 706

u

a 24p.
s70
t l o
125
1E5
197
202
a7
217
te4

60/t
571
905
596

1 217
8/le
646
74
a0

1A 2*
262

20 o5o
216

6&7
21 971

a1
21 071

250

15 052
2oe
361

985
&
&
570
59lt
621
580

El,t
644
7@
65E
E/le
634

1 307
1 121
I 05{t
t 4@
r 521

3€ 655
255

al 530
396

75.6
4r aoe

315
17 110

3e:l

144tt
215

73
104
117
1 1 3
127
132
122
u

N7
w.
306
101
5,08
47
3t7
594
302

20 6e2
35.[

8 & 6
117

66.6
25 773

370
28 774

512

l1 13t
131
189
233
256
2U
285
27e
36/t
372
965

375
14.
1nt
4{5
45lt
385
88e
752

1 4
1 H.l 656

4'l z/tl
s82

17 522
M

7{e
I T16

1306
tf 150

552

2 9e7
2#
57
86

137
1ort
80
@
71
64

teo
1!O
10e
16.t
912
257
1 U
3i!6
250

t7 5r+5
536

22 ge
56e

61.0
24 1AS

730
29 706

772

4 707
r66
156
255
355
37e
3t1
/|E0
.lO1
ilEl
ae

4d
3oo
4
37t
37e
q|t
660
531
90E
765
096

3E 179
4

40 006
tl55

52.6
4 117

602
50 410

68t

I 1115
a7
8e

t25
2W
178
189
135
IQ,
1 1 3

u2
201
227
160
267
212
1 1 4
2s7
143

lt 52g
M

16 822
427

35.7
2A 476

766
25 60E

738

10 504
86

10e
508
673
etE
936
E6t!
E/00
731
575

50/f
4At
r(tl
208
901
250
406
u
406
301
397

20 819
211

27 107
312

7.2
12 28
I 58E

5,t 8a5
204l

0 3to
rel
190
&

r 6 0
e63

I 018
74
576
4el

085
626
176
Slto
152
274
lEl
219
138

3.6
20 610
1 172

25 835
I /115

0 205
1 1 6

11 900
187



Y.rr{Eun4 lilLtme wql(.r!

t7 69ir

t7 9{t2
(B)

17 345

10 ztE

PctE dchrng.
(rn d.nlrEm.)

ln
1ec7

dollcr

aa
+f
+3
t.a

t.6
1.5

-{.e
46

-1.3
'-1,6

z1
-€.5

,3
-5

-1.0
-1.0

-7
rt

4.2
a0

1,0't.3
'-7.6
-9.5
L1

-15.0
a6

12

1.2'40

z5
4.0

-7
-2
-e
.e
.1

1.5

ae
+.3

-.1

'-€.E

'-.q6
(x)

.-3.6

a1
-9.2
-7

-1.5
.5

2.6
-E
.E

1.7
-,1

-1.1
1.6

'3.2
'3.2
3.3'5.1

'5.3
.i2

.,'8.4

'zE
'1.3
5.8
.1

'40
3t
z3
2.7

'2.e
'2.e
-c.E
'6.8

'3.6
'47
'5.0
12
'a;

-t 1.9'2.6

t.3
3.6'{9
'1.5
rE.7
'6.3
8.7

'3.0
3.4'27
'46
'.L0
''-2

'2.7
1.3
3.2

'{.4

-.1
(x)
-1

'15.3

'3.6
.3

ze
z1.+2

.63
'?"8
'L
'5./3
'3.2
'2.5
'5.3

25 8!r
6 817
rt 766
t7 00E

6 e19
27 1U2
eo 8116
lE 516

e5 eoE
20 339
21 S2
& E n

a * 3
25 4e6
1e 715
10 Gtl

27 @7
I 111
21 121'16 6113

a 5?7
2S 42
29 6.re
24 65e
26 571
11 2U
17 209
a 712

t4a
100
14
86?
752
216

1 5 ? 4
2l7

0 730
14 152
22,642
90 18e
31 657
2e 1ie
27 324

513
62
206
200
354
377

124€

6 f f i
34 962
95 l/ts
27 660
26 8Gt
22 718

21 261
20 551
21 770

27 SS7
10 38e
14 l|05
18 5.r1
23 66t
20 0@
21 701
32 021
28 0e5
36 665
3it 391
30 sea

124
1Q,
45e
4e/3

255
n6
6/ti
5EE

212
ne
866

I 162

2t|5
24i,.
950
5{lE

37e
410

t 401
5oe

'11.2

117
3/t5
2e0
649
&
172

60
&
s71

319

300
(B)

306

3&l

14
300
49+
62r
t0E
317
r50
u
34
270
320
510

19

Table 7. Median Income of Persons by Selected Characteristics: 1987 and 1986
(P.'som15yea'3ddarrdov.?a!o|l|a'drdheb|ortpye*.^ne!l. ' | tf(.)Fcc.dn0p.fc.tic,n'E.hdoeD!'tafca|ycg'{toa''tct 'a' '€.dh.eofdce.ttconnd|.d
ltntolr, roa bxr)

Rrleilonrhlp to Fan$ Hourchotdor

ln f.nilL... .. .. . . .
Hourhold.r

SgorJaa 9fe6enl, ..
Spou!. lb!.fi

Spoucc of lD6.holde. ,. .. .... .. .,..
OOrr  rCathn  o f  houoeho ld . r . . , . . , . . . . . . . . , , . , ,

In qrCated $JbLnllaa .............
U l rCaLd lndv ldue l r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Ae.
15 b le yc.'r ., ,. .
20 b 2/r i.s! .....
25 b 3{ tc.r! .. .. .
35 b 4/0 y..r! .. .. .
45 b t{ y..r! .. ..
55 b 64 i.ar! ,,..,
55 ycstr-andovet

oEBiIlt **P or Lonsrt Jobr

Total wilh cetnlne3r
Exsldw, adrdnlltab.a aid mrnagerlal .........
ftoies3bnal ED.dalV
Techrlcd ardi.la!.al luDDort .. .. .. .. ..
S a b s . . . , . . . . . . , .
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t5 166
29 352

3e 061
9C 266
{ n o

1 406
1 864
i0 9tl1

67
7 W

17 177
2. 171
?€4?5
17 322
20 392
5 lta
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21 oo/t
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t7 056
17 460

28 313
t6 44C
t4 9@
t8 9{10
21 @
21 26e
?5 394
s4 380
20 536
37 85/t
95214
'll 6e1
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18 075
13 lo1
19 772
2684/
23 738
33 304
3t 062
36 2.31
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Table 7. Median Income of Persons by Selected Characteristics: 1987 and 1996-con.
(P.Gom t5 y..n_dd std ovu .. ol lr.rrr ot tr blouhe yrr. An arteldr f) Fc.dlo p.rc.nt .fteng. lndlcab8 stathtlcaty dgr{ncant ctrar€c
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Table 8. Farm-Nonfarm Residence and Race of Persons, bv Sex and Total Money Income in
1987

(Nmbco h |ho,rsnrb, P.,|or| t5 y.arr ots and ow .| ot Merch r$9. Fa r|.enh€ ol ryntolr, !.. !.x0

Table 9. Marital Status of Persons 18 Years Old and Over, by Sex and Total Money Income in
1987

(tlur$co h tptrande P.?!o't lty.enold er|dorr ar ol MerEh tgOS)
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f5,000 b t5,oee
36,000b 46,eee
37,000b 3r/ce
46,500 b le.e00
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6 i0el
.f 980
5 '|9e
1 n o
t 5?5
7 t00
G {Xl3
0 765
4 5t9
2 2@,

EO 220
4 5e4

69 646
5 65e
2206
2 r5'l
2 617
216,5
2 E72
3 7t6
3 t2o

17 A7S
1 8

a2 76'
fi9

55,r
a e z

r2tt
91 558

1C7

2 06,r
67

I u)7
207
71
67
52
86
6E
e5
6e

20r
t2e
13e
8e

18e
157
o'l

175
70
a

13 919
tG3

lt 969
000

62.8
17 52C

1 2 4
4 e27

t 263

33'
t7 50a

t@
le o4{t

fl0

e8 166
I 88e

sr 27a
t4 ,5e
4 Co.l
5 429
5 626
1 & 7
/t 620
6 127
1?2E

7 7Ae
5 524
5 615
3 855
6 321
3 768
2 33t
2 602

708
e66

e 101
53

1l . t l l ! ;
50

83 518
6 856

76 664
t2 &86
4 0'l{l
1 4
4 405
1 071
3 983
5 271
3 71..

6 773
1 7e7
4 814
3 376
5 523
3 31?
2 010
29?s

659
255

a 27e
57

11 641
65

32.0
17 775

t26
20 216

123

s6r
t6 2fi

2 le
17 563

21P,

11 618
1 W

to o71
I  310

74
8('e

I 085
630
545
701
/tO6

7tt
576
66/t
376
625
352
m.
165
Q

5

6 796
11p,

o ete
lrllt

06 2eE
E 6e7

87 @l
t4 334
1 771
5 3t2
5 513
1 732
4 59/f
6 004
114€

7 63!l
5 436
5 5/t5
3 808
42,o
3 742
2 g n
2 5S5

7ql
2V

I t50
5tt

fi 406
5e

33.5
t7 591

l t 9
20 08

1 1 1

I 670
te2

| 678
44t
r30
1 1 7
t t 3
75
g7

1 A
EO

155
08
70
17
71
116
2,
17
5
1

5722
527

s 27A.
1tt2

4.2
12 1U

974
11 157
l & t

Toulmn tlncom.

Ud. Feinalo

Totd Sl'g|.

tladed

Wdotrrd Dlrorccd Total Sl1!l.

llanl.d

Wldowcd Dnorcad
Wf.

pra€anl
u,lf.

absenl
Hu$ad

praSafil
Htrband

$3.nt

Toh l  . . . . . . . . . . . .
Who|,|lrco|tf ...
UnhtFom., , . . . .

31 b$,9ee orb!.
$,000b l2,so0
t8,000 b l3.o9e
44,000b 3r,oe0
f5,000b l5,9eo
fG,ooo b f6,oeo
f7.0OOb fE/aee
tESOOb $,eee

310,000 b 412/aoo
3r?,500 b fr4,eee
3t 5,000 b ll 7/aoo
317,500 b l19,0ee
f20,000 b l24,o0o
f2s,ooo b f20,ee0
aso,ooob $4.e00
l3!t,0@bl.|e,990
l5o,00obt/r,e00' 
f7s,O@ddorr.

t .d.nhcom.. . . .
Stgd.rd.r to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . .dolhr ! . .

llcanlrpm...... .dollrnr..
$andard . f rcr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .do|Lra, ,

YEAF.ROUiF, R'LL.TIIIE
WORXERs

P.rE fit of dvllhn hconr redplon!.. -..,....,.,..
i l .den  hooma . . . . . . . . .  . ,  . .  . .  . . , , . . . . . , (b11ar ! . .

Slrdatd.mr.... ..doila't..
U.anlrFma..... ,...dolhD..

Stardardaaror.... ..dolhr!,.

u n 8
2el,{t

E? 406
3 695
I 097
I oglt
2334
e 504
2 307
3 038
3 t6e

6 67e
5 003
5 576
4 300
8 70e
7 N
6 121
9 e.ll
4 665
2225

18 652
120

a 175
114

57.'
26 739

126
91 321

t6a

21 516
t  511

ztt w7
2 N
1 %
10€,2
I  156
I oel

s76
I 365

egt

1 082
I 165
I S49

86e
I 5tl0
I 100

701
927
321
121

10 000
139

13 607
1116

45./3
tt 074

252
2t 336

u

52 606
4e

52 157
r 050

5 r5
6txt
Ego
o$

r ool
I 80e
1 f72

3 781
3 1.at
3 507
2 000
6 161
5 3e2
4 790
t 059
3 807
I e&a

23 007
140

nE6,2
ltr

64.3
4 791

104
34 460

&tt

2 6 f i
t 1 1

2 ao9
1.||i
6a
85

110
t6

126
l5E
E6

225
t6e
182
130
as
163
121
80
fl1
49

54,6
21 71?

7lo
26 97E

EOE

11 Tn
5e1

le 5i[7
560

2 N
r|6

2 U 7
00
3t
67

180
r9t
rE0
20e
160

as
175
1&,
E3

139
10E
o1

loo
62
N

t0 46it
366

15 584
5n

15.1
I 6q2
1 927

30 rt62
2 316

5 74e
tEt

5 sEG
192't0t
111
a1
178
206
247
107

1Sf
3!t3
3e6
306
6l|e
1U
/006
615
8g
1n

16 072
g

22 550
117

5&6
6 128

45
20 250

561

02 001
a * 7

06 35if
12 001
4 588
5257
5 506
.t 75S
4 570
6 oea
4 200

7 7t1
5 52t
5 606
3 650
6 3r8
3 768
2 991
2 600

708
268

g r c
5e

tl 768
60

34,5
17 513

10t
lg 9.47

110

17 3e+
1 266

16 006
I 055
I 15e
t r90
122o

950
850

1 120
607

I ,He
950

I 0E7
636

1 121
690
u
,05e
102
6

a 427
122

lt 3ol
130

/[o.1
t6 50E

169
18 659

212

52 597
1 612

17 98
o 66E
27,o
2 gat
2 N
2 i l e
1 958
2 058
2 177

1194
3 059
3 t6S
2 16ll
g 525
I oeE
I 200
I 31/0

376
142

I 136
80

l't 201
EO

34.5
t7 516

130
re 814

t4E

3 500
m

3 352
352
195
219
292
181
2t1
2E6
t5t

340
219
219
il5
4e
r t o
e7
86
1 1
9

E 06/0
2le'tl tE7
272

37.6
10 29e

370
18 626

521

11 23e
2$

t0 993
?06
277
597

I 3t9
I 131
I t60
I  160

841

t 052
732
53!t
4{Xl
510
352
210
2Q,
85
59

7 9r9
97

11 44e
160

I  t .o
17 9@

500
21 106

595

E 170'tE2
7 e88

329
217
nI
455
376
3te
556
335

7ee
564
604
5@
e33
601
gn
.lE9
tso
30

t3 501
285

16 600
82

$.e
& oez

2&
22 12e

3 t2



Tabte 10. Age of Persons, by Sex and Total Money Income
(Numbei! h thousand* P.?ron I 5 year! old Nnd ow' ar ot lrarcfi I gga Fd maer{ng ol syfnbola" g.e toxo

1987

TotNl |mnryln6ma

Tot l

l€. (yesrs)

t5
b l o

I
521

25 b 3.t 35 b 4/t .l5b5a 55b64

65
ard
owfTotal

6
b 2 e

30
b 3/t Total

$
b3e

Q
b rlt Total

45
b49

50
b54 Totrl

55
b50

60
b 6.1

Totrl

Total , . . . . . . . . . . .
Wtf t rou f rconr-- . . . , .  : :  : :  :  :  : :  :  :  : :  : :  : :
Wlth lnooa|e,......

It bfiB90orlo!|
f2,000b E2,099
f3,000b 03,eo9
3,0,000b l4,9eo
t5,000 b ls,ooo
t6,0oo b l6,9ee
f7,000 b tar4ge
38,500 b 19.90e

Totrl

.^.. Total
Whhd.nkEofir...
wlf|hcorne.......

3l bll,99gorlo$
32,000 b 32,oee
33,000 b E3,99e
f4,000b 14,999
fs,000 b ls,99o
16,000 b f6,00e
37,000b 38,4{x}
$r500b $,e00

f10,000 b f12/a90
tr2,s@ b lr4,99e
fls,o@ b fl7ree
t17F00 b f10,0e0
t20,000 b tzrt,ogg .....,.....'.,,.
f25,0eblzc,eee
f30.000b 0ct 99o
fs5,o00 b 3/t9,ooe
t50,000 b 17,1,99e
f75,000 and ov.r .,

Med{ lnooma .........,,dolhr!..
Srardard errcr......,..,dollan..

l leanlncorn . . . . . . . . . , , , .dol la, ! . .
Stardard er|or..........dolh'r..

Yrr-Round, Full-
r|moWorton

b t12,/O0
b fl/t e09
b ft7/4oe
b lle,990
b tz4,ooe
b f2e.900
b $4,oee
b tiao,goe
b t74,9eo
and over . . . . . . , . . , . . . . . . .

Mcdan hcorn ..........,do||ar!,.
Srardard enor.......,..dollar!.,

Maen Incom. . . . . . . . . . . . . .do l la ' r . .
Stardard.rrff ..,,....,.dollar!..

Ycer-Round, Full-
TlnoWorkon

Parcent oldvlllan hcom.
r rdpL i ' t r . , . . . , . . .

Mcdan l tonc , , , , . . . . . . . . .do l la rs . ,
Sfardard .rtor,......,....dolla'!.,

Ucan | r rma. . . . . . , . . . . . . . .do116r ! . ,
S la rdard . r ro r . . . . , . . . . . . .do l ld r . .

00 284
rt G,60

85 623
5 059
2 270
2 215
2 660
255,
2 &
3 A73
3 loe

6 tor
53

rl 435
50

gg4
17 50.t

100
19 e4{'

1 1 0

6 CeO
5ooe
3 57E
4 90e
a 711
7 266
6 l2lt
0 9itt
4 66e
22?5

17 752
122

22 6U
112

55.6
2A 722

126
91 3@

164

eE t@
E 880

oo 27e
14 750
i+ g0l
5 12e
5 626
1 807
16€,0
6 127
1 W

7 76e
5 524
5 615
3 855
6 321
3 70E
2 331
2 602

708
269

E OEO
2 U
6 1.t5
0 lEO

6e6
589
36tl
318
26
251
13!

18il
Q,
50
45
I E
13
5
1
7

I e02
36

3 256
0t

8.1
0 850

513
l0 Egt

4t,

| 977
35

2 o€5
n

6.4
e '11?

615
t0 371

573

8 m 7
2e41
5 9€e
3 170

792
518
360
27E
217
216
101

152
50
5t
IE
I
I

,
3
I

e 8
545

I 720
767
60e
M
533
47
47
0,8e
563

I 206
6eo
715
111
615
2eo
06

107
l|6

f

rlt 0
1.1 665

252
15 855

2U2

6 6e5
1 4

6 l t06
123

95.0
12 e06

205
13 731

166

e 52e
170

10 eor.ls6

e 506
475

I 710
I 37E

660
620
ao
56e
5ro
770
53e

95t
625
$e
27e
362
135

116
35
I
6

21 321
1?6

m w
69e
3€4
ga
3Et
439
399
7to
648

I 790
I 37e
1 E06
t 35E
2 005
2 36e't E66
2 4te

73e
m6

I 112
14

zt 160.t69

72.8
?660/-

206
2Q lU

loo

17.5'17 5S3
166

19 388
164

2t 6ae
I 557

20 @e
3 t88

6te
838
771
796
74

I tco
055

2 @ 2
t 5oo
1 717
1 225
t 055
I 076

6€A
561
130
11

11 040
126

12 7$
fi7

r0 66e
25e

10 410
357
206
N2
215
87
22'
4il
397

I 002
E32
e06
70e

| 465
1 135

741
el8
212
60

17 78
250

te 789
te3

60.4
21 850

2g
a 7 u

23!t

lO 85/t
806

t0 04rl
I 486

419
w
395
137
355
632
/t06

I t4r
83.1
864
617
e/lo
505
2eg
lee
4
13

t0 ege
158

12 286
156

rlE.6
10 77e

185
10 a7

221

n l u
251

24 sgt
87

to 651
217

t0 434
w,
124
l116
167
182
156
359
62

761
5rro
E l0
64tl

1 4 1
1 U
t 0E5
I 50r

52E
14E

76.2
25 Eto

u7
2 g w

20E

1 1  1 1 2
200

13 206
i75

st
18 735

265
20 571

211

10 795
75t

10 044
1 702

400
se7
s77
351
3t0
550
tl51

490
666
E5o
57E

t 015
571
30e
362
00
I

77.6
30 655

208
35 31.1

3O.1

17 077
260

16  817
371
178
iet
282
255
25e
/t35
35tt

014
671
el/t
8.16

2 00e
t 08e
I 856
3 l/tt
1 518

792

a 825
41

& 782
24

17 606
I 1E3

16 rt2t]
2 52Q

613
635
5E6
572
567
088
64{l

I 3rt5
I 078
I 2Ar

7e1
I 673
I  t31

755
900
2&
71

lt 960
172

t/t 766
162

/0e.3
10 89?

24
21 t17

225

76.8
I 715

365
39 620

1n

o 321
r06

e 155
2U,
r00
1 1 6
l5e
15S
151
275
m7
505
379
510
177

I trlg
1 059
1 010
I 662

602
3AE

25 687
280

2e 0E9
3€2

11 867
rc

11 5U
215

48.5
re 596

36e
21 570

304

o 533
66.t

I 868
1 358

c10
c16
346
2U
3l.r
372
y7

727
5E6
702
.('E
oo8
615
391
451
r re
30

28 2U
365

3a 80.r
#

7 755
00

7 662
lrO
78
71

18
1@,
107
160
117

309
2e6
&
360
t61
$t0
8,{6

1 179
826
&

7&6
31 752

3r|5
37 2Q,

5Al

t2 oeo
2*

15 043
213

50.3
20 r50

280
n 306

Stxl

I 073
51E

7 555
I r70

273
280
62
24
275
416
2tt[

6t?
4tn
578
35!l
765
516
364
450
127
3t

11 s20
178

11 U2
321
t59
1S0
tE9't02
111
255
2q!

53r
4E{l
55{l
u

t 165
r 1 4
t 136
2 n E
t 317

a7e

28 6E5
36e

39 50a
e2

fl 210
1e7

11 127
1e7

4E0
t9 0E7

258
21 5U

3Gt

77.7
32 421

3t3
3E 3et

172

12 273
1 1 ? 3

11 151
I 856

460
rl38
14
Lt2
377
621
450

I 016
67e
7oE
615

r 0E0
6S6
rl59
520
14
50

6 20.t
86

6  1 1 6
175
75
61
g2
76
67

13t
104

3@
24
2Ut
e
6(le
.6re
47

1 &
737
346

8 M
525

0/f 067
555

7e.2
33 042

$7
3t 680

u7

12 073
24

t4 928
271

50.0
le 6fi

374
22 026

390

6 572
571

5 gee
e22
81
207
217
2U
10e
321
25/t

571
304
45!t
316
625
416
271
3@
04
33

5 3r7
90

3?27
145
79
7E

107
86
71

r16
s

27C
N
263
211
52C
525
45E

t 024
5Gt
330

27 78
512

3? E!t3
583

76.0
32 531

543
36 027

669

5 7@.
550

5 15E
935
m
230
227
227
206
302
196

/0as
247
3rt5
2W
116l
270
lEe
47
50
6

10 121
921

t3 195
2U

47
lE 5t7

353
20 ee7

171

to 18e
&1

e 985
47
14
137
201
213
261
1*
310

6A/t
5a5
68tf
!Oo

I 078
ge8
800

1 179
761
1ZC

21 906
341

27 &6
367

540
30 e46

977
3tt 769

536

lt 4510
087

tO /t60
? 00e

567
670
72.
5e/r
{t1
600
48E

010
6S6
581
122
629
4lE
m2
32E
t02
46

7 4/ts
r65

11 130
185

27.0
17 031

u
20 67e

rlol

5 16,e
101

5 0€E
leg
56
6e

1 1 3
65

!04
17A
120

47
8r
310
212
571
/let
41
EET
181
215

21 76
5q)

8 N
516

c+6
31 277

501
35 3.1{,

653

5 6A3
503

5 t00
I 139

269
22C
2e5
24
206
sr3
213

1354
2e2
30r
202
376
20c
t l t
176
66
91

7 467
2S

11 739
262

*7
17 834

47
20 50e

500

5 0r0
r0t

1 017'r50
66
6E

t6t
148
155
24
1e

38E
91rt
fi7
2U
$7
10f
35e
5e7
297
212

7 072
211

to 570
2n

21.1
17 527

507
e0 e/rt

667

1e 87
14

25 531
5lo

4ltl
30 .160

595
36 416

elE

5 n s
101

5 36e
t76
go2
14
47
351
26t
3s5
275

67
356
260
210
25S
212
e2

151
a7
t5

11 497
73

11 762
r75
tE6
3.re
6!t0
6e2
74

I 0't7
9et

| 43t
I 15t

8/3e
76
o?3
562
365
515
260
172

ll 85/t
t36

16 .164
u

7.6
2t 715
1 212

30 275
1 5e0

6 731
55

I 5/47
108

L7
te 178

8oe
21 U7
I OO2

't0 601
24

16 tl87
621

1 0oo
I 711
2 oel
I 5A?
1 672
I 670
I r55

t 37C
e54
648
506
586
32t
m7
219
78/ts



Tabte t. Work Experience of Civilians, by Sex and Total Money Earnings in 1987
(Nulfterrhfpu!.rxb, Perlo|tlsyc|rtoldendovrratof March10t& Fam..nln0ol!F5ol!,!..t x0

Tot l |IDn y.arl*|gs
Total

wofi.||

urort ddn Hrnclobo Uvatod alp.rr.rh.Fb.

Tot l
50b52

ucalr
27b4e

wael(r
26 u..t!

or h6t Tot l
50! 52

waakr
27540

waak3
6 soeka

ot lala

TALE

Toi., . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Wlthouteflr|lgs.,
W lh .a rn l rE !  : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , ,

ll bfl,gge orblE
f2,000 b 12.090
t3,00ob f3,990
t/t,000b 14,90e
fs,000 b 15,909
f6.o00 b f6,9e9
17,000lo 38./Fe
l850ob  l o , 9e0  . . . . . , . , . . . . . . . . . .

410,000 b tl2/aee
ltz,soo b tr4,90e
frs,ooo b 117,490
317 ,500  b  f r 9 ,90e  . , . . ,  ; . . . . . . , . . . . .
120,000 b 324,00e
125,000 b t20,00p
130,000 b 30rr,9ee
f35,000 b 349,99e
0s0,000 b l74Bee
f75,000 andow.

FEtALE

Totr l  . .  . .  . ,  . .  . ,  . .  .
WltEdc{nho!..
lvth cetnltns . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . .

fl r31,Se orbrc
32,000 b 32,0ee
f9,O00 b t0,999
9r,000b 34Bee
f5,00ob 15,900
36 ,000b36 ,90o  . . . . . : , . . . . . . . . . .
37.000 b 38,490
$500b le,oee

b t12/oo
b fl4ooo
b 817/00
b 3r9,00e
b 3e4,9ee
b t29,990
b t34,900
b t/t9,9ee
b 174,990
andova r . . . , , . . . .

M.danaarnhgs... ......,dollar!..
Standerdeflor.,., ...,..dolhrs.,

M.ancan im!  . , . . . . . . . . .do11ar ! , .
Stardgrderrcr..,.. .....dollar!,.

1 ele
3 tos
1 572
3 192
7 597
c 570
5 563
6 e71
10?P
r E 3 7

6e 50t
EE

6e 4te
6 086
? 162
t 791
I 623
I 652
I .125
2 580
1 750

te 87t
l4

?3286
121

59 30/t
210

5e oE8
e 054
9 @ 1
2 5St
2 308
? 45E
2 358
g 7 a
2 50.1

623e
3 056
1U8
3 004
5 365
? 170
1 472
1 88e

{3
117

10 6 tE
?o

12 6iA2
71

5e 829
4t

50 788
2 165
I 011

u7
sll

I 02e
9oE

2 050
I  511

.r 53e
2 995
4 36e
I 120
7 430
6,67
5 5r5
I 8oa
I eeo
I 800

425,a
r2l

?6 1e7
r33

.lO 4?6
100

ilo gt6
22U ,
r 056

0o0
808

I 081
I 293
2 /tgE
I E70

5 167
3 570
4 $ e
2 80E
5  t 1 ?
3 067
1 807
I t23

e1
141

Itt 751
t0l

16 n1
0e

26 008
117

a0 806
15.1

17 114
3a

47 oto
563
145
160
211
331
/fe9

1 0e5
887

3 211
2 306
3 523
2 @ 2
6 530
5 913
5 131
E 411
3 7 n
| 730

2e 844
E

2e a{to
112
160
r56
1e,l
436
64,

1t l80
I 268

!t 052
3 05e
4 006
2 596
4 605
2 811
I 665
I 66t

3et
121

t0 ooe
76

18 839
10t

13 670
271

t7 155
445

7102
3

7l | t8
t30
1?2,
2t3
2U
3te
325
63l
.t€g

9ge
562
731
397
n6
5t8
34e
B
105
5e

5 7e1
I t

5 779
171't20
205
390
355
382
7t6
ae5

e@
tl53
171
?4e
070
? iz
t30
1?1
3e
17

10 275
r52

12 .105
2Gt

J %
1

5 21e
1 172

74
566
{16
E7g
2S
325
t5a

goe
t i t
r35
0

t l t
5l
s
5t
I t
l l

4 751
17

173,
I 70C

Tt2
5Se
*7
N
222
z&
t07

2 t3
66
60
4lt
57
21
12
I t
1
2

2 855
6a

1 U
1 l?

3 600
ul

c o71
1t5

2 7 n
6t

5?o7
r55

I e'n
&

o 6{I
3 eitt
I  t5 l

a*l
004
aa
446
$te
23e

380
121
t6lt
73

15t
a
4
Q,
3e
gl

t8 878
106

1A 772
4 782
I 9.t5
| 6e0
t alo
I 378
I 125
1 2E8

8g/f

1 072
3n
g8/t
te4
6a
100
4
€6
te
7

3 rlol
59

4 8e3
'65

9 2 4
a

3 21t
.166
315
23e
307
333
%
3 lo
16e

a1
q,

loo
50

116
rlE
36
5e
77
27

7 EOe
6E

7 711
432
677
6eg
660
846
717
081
4

709
2e8
2eE
152
201

@
L
52

0
1

6 16E
E5

t 5at6
t 1 0

5 604
14

I 6e7
301

2 212
2

2 211
44E
9at
321
le8
2t5
150
1116
?t

1 t3
a
65
a
2l
26
12
IE
0
e

4 350
l1

4 340
e17
6it0
586
517
400
3dl
geo
r52

24p,
64
71
g7
11
15
0

t1
a
2

4 067
e0

5 172
120

3 e76
130

6 491
390

1 ?16
12

/t 200
3 007

1g
a1
157
75
52
E2
6

36
1

18
3

t5
I
t
5
6
t

0 719
?C

6 6ei
5 012

63t
4r'l
219
129
76
7A
08

97
t5
12
5

t 1
7
I
2
2
t

1 3(5
21

1 65.t
70

I 3eE
3t

1 8e1
8e



24

Tabfe 12. Pelsons, by Sex and Total Money Income: 1g7g gl
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Tabre 13. Total CPS Population and Per Capita Money Income, by Race and Hispanic Origin:
1967-87
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Table 14. Selected Characteristics of Households, by Total Money tncome in 1987
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Tabte 15. Number, Poverty Rate, and Standard Errors for Persons, Families, and Unrelated
lndividuals Below the Poverty Level in 1987 and 1986
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Table 16. Family Status, by Race and Hispanic Origin of Persons Below the Poverty Level for
Selected Years

For..U rS

ALL PEHSO}IB

All Rrcc

10t0

12.2
12.1
146
12.1
t3.E
lit o
15.3
15.7

1'.2
r40
t+'t
15.0
15.9
1{C
16.3
18.6
21.6
24.6

25.9
2t5
(NA)
(NA)
95.2

10.1
10.7
11 .0
to.7
11.7
1a.l
13.1
13.6

13.3
12.1
11.0
13.2
13.4
12.O
1+1
16.E
re.9
n6

23.3
26.1
(NA)
(NA)
33.1

33.9
31.0
sl.5
31.7
36.0
36.2
39.0
38,1

30.2
33.0
96.3
348
36.3
3{3
37.1
39.0
30.3
.l&0

50.2
55.1
62.5

135
13.6
r4.0
11t
152
15.0
14,0
r3.0

I r.7
t t.rt
11.6
11.6
123
11.2
I  1. t
t  r .o
145
1LQ

12.1
117
17'3
22
21

r05
11.0
11.4
1 1 5
1?-1
12,0
t  t . t
102

e.o
6.7
8.0
0.1
e.7
&6
E.4
e.0
9.9
9.9

33.1
31.1
313
393
35.7
35.6
u2
32.5

31.0
30.6
31.3
31.1
313
303
st.4
333
32.5
30.5

s22
4t.a
55.1

20.8
2r.0
2'1.5
2t.6
^1
2gl
49.4
ae
2r.e
21
&a
24e
2e!
211
atc
2e.0
3r.t
949

3+0
38.9
39.E
152
rtE;1

1a?
19.2
1e.t
1e.e
20.G
m,7
21.2
N,1

10,7
19.t
4.1
&7
&7
2t.t
&7
n.1
p.c
30,t

32.1
36.1
38.1
440
.14,1

38.9
345
*7
35.6
4.7
/0O,3
3e.6
,11.0

37.3
3t.6
37.0
30,8
(L1
39.3
37.9
&e
,16.0
493

&7
54.4
57.0

ae
a9
7.7
&0
&E
t 7
7.8
?.1

6.1
a7
ie
a0
aa
[7
5e
AG
7.2
7t

7.2
o5

11.0
7E.a
t5.e

s.rt
17
G4
aa
GE
EE
a1
i5

17
45
/t6
17
5,?
45
45
5,1
5.8
5,e

e8
7t
c2

19.3
13.3

tE.l
16.5
17.7
20.5
8.6
22.2
21.2
to.5

1U2
15.7
17.1
17.4
16.9
r6.4
1&7
20.0
10.1
4.5

20.0
29'3
41

20.0
1e.t
N.t
21.O
21.8
21,3
1e.5
17.9

16,0
15.7
16.0
15.t
t6.t
t5.t
t42
1{0
15.1
1a,e

13.t
17.1
N.7
26,5
26.e

15.0
15.3
15.6
16.1
17.0
1G.5
t+7
13.4

11.4
1t .o
t1.4't1.3
ra5
1't.0
e.7

r0.1
to.o
10.5

t7
1a'1
1+1
20.0
4.6

rfs.1
&7
.a(t.t
8,2
$.2
17.8
4e
&1

40.8
11.2
.11.6
44t.1
11r
3e.6
rl0.6
Q.7
&.7
.11.5

3e.6
50.6
65.5

10.6
10.9
t1 .4
I t.6
123
122
112
t03

e.2
0.1
e.3
e.4
e.7
0.6
t 0
0.3

10.0
10.1

L2
&6
e.1
e.t
e.7
9.6
a6
6.0

6.9
6,e
7.O
7.1
7.7
6.E
6.6
7.1
7.9
8.0

7.7
0.3

1 1.t
1{e
15.2

a.e
2E.0
28"'7
30.e
?23
33.0
30.E
28C

27.6
27.5
2U2
27.0
27.1
26.9
2E.t
2e.0
20t
2e5

279
955
4&t

1:4.1
12.0
146
i3.r
13.0
13.6
1L5
11.5

!0.4
10.q
10.2
103
ro.9g0
e.7

r0.3
10.8
10.e

10.4
19.1
t5.a
N.7
20.0

gl
q4
g9

to.l
10.7
10.6
q5
&6

7.1
73
7.5
7.5
&3
7,3
ae
7.1
c2
E t

7.6
u7

11.7
16.2
16.5

31.E
29.7
30.5
39.2
*7
3Ae
39.2
9t.1

90.0
29.5
30.5
30.t
30.1
29.3
30.8
4.1
sl.2
3?-2

30.e
40.e
54.0

,7
11.6
13.e
1&t
1t5

12 435
12 257
12 4A:t
12 920
1S &7
13 r3e
re 06E' t l  114

7 050
70?3
72?3
7 2 n
76 / . 7
7 512
0 851
6 217

21 970
21 7y
6 72e
26 /t58
27 90tl
2734j,
24 850
u @ 1

I 003
e 722

to 026
10 0E1
ro E82
e e67
0 .l5ll

10 062
10 344
t0 ?35

5 rl51
5 200
5 3t l
5 311
5 4qO
1 5 2
18?a
5 075
5 3 @
5 260

le 96/t
re 002
te 505
19 6{t2
N 7EE
r8  E t7
rt 29e
19 577
20 405
20 330

1 e n
1 701
4 .6n
4 026
1 W

4 667
5 870
7 2 $
I 3e4
9 @ 4

e 501
12  1S
14 3EE
17 2U
17 20E

5 006
578 /
I 721
8 2aS
I 920

te 175
a3 80e
28 35E
34 025
34 562

4 006
3 860
3 988
10.'7
/a 041

3 301
1 120
5 099
6 elg
6 572

5 667
7 N l
E 505

11 220
11 366

3 575
4 106
1 6 a
6  t 15
6 185

12 64
t5 rKn
18 508
21 262
21 4S

1?07
4 Gte
4 057
4 320
1 270
4 388
d 170
3 906

6 049
6 E l6
6 7 ? 5
0 6 @
6 7 1 o
6 /tst
6 rtoo
6?27

5 TiNl
5 4tX'
5 216
5 34/t
5 084
4 55S
1 671
4 88S
5 ts,t
5 090

5l |85
5 /t75
6 002
6 251
6 85e
6 698
5 $ r
5 270

1t 500
4 05e
it 165
124o
1 157
3 920
4 018
1 m
1 757
4 835

5  l l E
5 190
5 2 9
5 ltl
5 t &
5 041
5 061
.l 760

a 45P.
4 2 @
4 051
4 2r3
3 e'n
3 555
3 7 &
3 995
1 211
4 t6t

3 662
3 868
4 304
1 289
1 621
a 615
4 @ 7
3 575

3 006
2 852
2Ea2
2 90e
3 213
2 7SO
2 791
3 043
s 171
s 177

5 90e
5 674
5el|lt
6 @ 4
674 i ,
6 07e
516,2
5 7 8 4
6 3/tl
6 138

5t l
131
2{
2$
338
24
26
914

168
r3a
05e
0r0
011
97
8eE
870
960
865

850
m
815

500
375
161
6el
s12
80e
637
458

303
og,a
1t l
201
r36
063
211
297
210
27e

202
696
230

Blrct

1970

1 5 Q .
4  811
4 9€!t
19?5
52?o
5  118
4 670
4 1 5

t5 804
16 390
1 7  l N
17 2re
1A g7f
18  015
1e 127
t4 5E7

0 581
3 set
3 5/o
3 560
3 E38
s 35A
3 21e
s 4 1
3 75r
3 700

r2 495
12 050
t2 3el
12 500
t3 709
12 t8t
ll /0r2
12 266
13 566
13 323

0.5
113
133
17.8
14.1

I 7r{5
3 78r
3 850
3 758
3 884
3 713
s s22
4 025
3 836
s & 2

I 67f
1 771
5 022

2 1 l n
1 967
1 o&t
2 M
2 161
2 15A
1 972'| 826

1 7 2 .
1 6?2.
I 637
I 617
I 5r3
I 171'
1 327
1 52e
1 g
| 481

I 366
I 620
I 860

7 052
74o1
7 504
I 104
I 376
8 955
7 7SO
7 190

7 0 9 5
I E07
0 027

(ilrnba't h rhotlrnch' PrnoB as ot itercfr ot rha blodng yer, For meanlng of ryntol., s.a !arl)

7 550
7 711
7 E36
I 086
8 stll
a 242
7 &
6 Et7

6 800
6 4Sl
6 667
6 576
6 53tl
6 255
0 560
6 841
6 530
6 683

6 2115
8 090
e 112

3 401
3 177
3t |56
I 390
3 625
3 751
3 853
I E71

3 6E2
3 233
I 177
3 310
3 317
3 045
3 354
3 738
1 273
47s,

1 757
5  114
(NA)
(NA)

5l t8t

2 5e7
2 680
2 698
2 570
2 776
2 470
2 e76
3 042

2 91r
2 5{t0
2 426
2 630
2 03rt
2460
2 698
s o72
3 6 €
4  011

4 osa
4 357

(NAt
(NA

174.

8{tE
7A
717
710
701
8tt
820
783

7&
662
701
w
65P
501
620
640
629
683

680
7n
711

32 5.|6
s2 370
39 oer
38 7@
95 3Gt
3t 308
31 8U,
29 272

28 072
21 1e7
21 78
?1 e75
6 E77
I 970
p. e7g
21 40
25 5s9
?51c.0

21 111
26 510
3tt 185
39 81il
39 4t0

21 &t
n l a
22 EA[)
n w
20 084
a 517
21 553
to 6ee

17 211
16 250
16 410
16 713
17 nO
15 736
15 tle
16 zdl
17 7SO
174/,4

16 65e
10 zeo
22 +|fi
29 s@
8 &

o 680
I o&l
I 926
o a90
E EE2
e 607
e 173
0 5 n

I 050
7 6 ? 5
7 7 ? s
7 595
7 545
7 1Ec.
7 3E8
7 710
7 396
7 W

196e.. .
t 966 . . ,
1e69.. ,



7 071
6 eail
6 716
a n 2
6 717
0 696
6 305
5 E66

9 4
3375
3 /006
3 264
3 25E
I 3ql
3 40t
I 2gl
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Tabte 16. Family Status, by Race and Hispanic Origin of Persons Below the Poverty Level for
Selected Years-con.

(Nut.|r hlhannda Pfion.rot Merchof fi.hloxrln0y.r. Forn ar*tgotlydol.,...bxt)

Porrny rsla

4l.t
42

tilll
4U2

30.5
3?.E
3Ir.2
36.8
945
35.1
31.1
92.2

2&E
2e.S
n 6
37.2
36.0
346
29.e

'r6.2
16.3
17.0
r6.5
t0.6
14.7
148
16.rf

ra5
12.3
r3.5
15.3
!6.5
13.7
ta0

30.3
97.1
39.6
35.7
s7.7
E8.e
95/t
33.O

27.7
27.2
2&0
30.t
9g.r
2t.6
27.O

2e8
247
a55
F2
6.9
272
210
a2

203
&1
21t
2qr
&1
212
te.6

n.7
26.5
243
n.1
?7.3
n.2
25.e
2Sl

21.1
20.e
21.4
23.4
243
&1
21.5

27.1
25
4.e
21.5
221
26.6
8,7
30,8

26.6
8,2
21.0
27.7
9aa
2E.0
2+'

202
27'3
29.0
2ar
2A.0
29.e
265
&,

21t' 
21.c
a,A
24,7
&e
80
2t.e

58e
563
502
sa{i
67
s8
319
E12

a6
M
a7
206
&
81
157

e7e
e70

t 016
t85
E8t
832
6Eg
671

/lEt
42e
46e
4e4
50t
4iX'
9n

2 691
2 413
2 512
2 517
2?51
2 117
1 871
1 71e

t 505'! 954
1 & 2
| 121
r 619
I /t14
I 364

1 ltKl
1 095
1 071

s1
961
016
7tt2
751

61il
550
5e1
50E
e7
520
466

17c|
4 469
4 605
11U2
1 119
3 0e6
t 340
3 t.|g

5 470
5 f i 7
5 2!|6
.t E06
4 6qt
,t 3Ol
I 7r3
3 /|el

2 599
2 34{l
2 + 8
2 516
2 755
2 371
? aoe

aun
2Wr
27d,
27c|
2 991
2 575
2 W

217
?o4
2re
176
r73
r50
lrt('
17e

15.1
125
113
128
137
1 1 7
6

&7
25.r
24E
241
25.6
26.6
27,7
27.1

20.0
26.O
241
2&7
2E0
27.3
8.7
343
36.6
9t./f

38.7
43.5
8.2
50.e
5ar

21.O
n.5
n.a
n1
2e0
2L2
25.1
246

zttG
?3.6
4.7
26.1
26.3
2{6
27.7
343
*7
36.1

36.€
11.2
€.e
/tE.6
50.s

17.0
17.5
17.5
1e.t
2?.1
21.2
2l.o
1&5
't6.0
1e6
15.8
15.7
15.0
1{1
r6.0
r7.0
17.5
17,e

r7.5
1&6
245
26.3
2 0

e.E
t 1./0
12.1
11.2
193
12'e
13.7
11.2

&c
E1
qo
e.0
u7
7.7
9.8

r0.2
ra0
1r.5

1L1
13.4
17.3
20.1
17.e

547
54,4
53.6
5{0
55.4
5AO
52,3
50.8

rlE.C
50.6
50.3
540
527
51.5
52.r
5Er
59.1
50.0

5/t 4
582
*2
6E /t
7a,2

.(5.8
4{t.3
6.2
45.e
17.1
.16.5
1Za
41.6

3&6
39.e
40.3
&7
*2
Q'e
Q,,1
4t.t
4r3.6
43.1

45.2
rf6.9
52.e
59.e
e|.€

3/t3
3.16
340
345
36.0
36.3
34,6
&7

90ra
91.4
3t.7
39.0
925
341
322
s2.7
33.e
32,5

sz7
99.1
38.,r
c,l
&6

2t.7
252
27J|
27.1
283
27.e
27t
F.7

2,3
85
2+O
25.2
25.0
26
21.5
24'3
26.5
25.0

6.7
6.7
3t.o
3/+.0
3/t0

36.3
3t.3
37.0
38.!t
4.2
40.6
9.7
9.7

3,l'e
35,0
36.2
s73
37.5
36.5
9r,5
9E2
30.7
3al

9.2
3e.E
.la0
il8.e
lo.4

2e.5
30.6
20.E
n.7
sl.2
30.0
20.E
20.0

&2
25,0
26.E
2&0
4.1
27.7
2&O
27,1
so.4
2d.1

n 1
*7
35.4
99.0
&.2

4.1
4.1
&2
&l
4.6
N.1
27.1
27.C

2G.t
L e
211
20.1
26.4
20.9
24.1
3S.2
98.4
.tl.1

1&E
20.3
20.e
re.6
20.5
A1
2+5
25.0

&2
21.5
21.9
4.7
&7
23.6
26.9
3r.e
36.e
3&e

9 t7
&3
(NA)
(il^)
17.2

3E0
42
335
3.L0
95.6
362
9tt2
33.E

3:l.o
323
3?"6
ga.4
34.6
33.6
34.9
3Ao
3&0
g2

364
.tl.O
l|6.0
/195
502

8T
27.e
273
27,3
263
2o,7
2gl
27.1

2+e
2Le
255
27,3
2&t
26s
27.e
2tA
3al
91A

92.1
399
38.5
423
43.E

1 167
4 311
1 m
4 0 6
.t 09
.] 110
1251
4  l lE

r 360
r 388
t 410
I 564
1 762
I 57t
| 495
| 2E2

9 d 5
3 613
g 1?1
I 4e6
3 56rt
3 /tgrt
3 254
2 9'n

12 07C
lt 9++
rr €00
fl 931
12 072
fi 701
tl 051
10 120

2 W e
2 1 4
2 1 n
2 @ 1
2 l?o
2 173
2 285
2 308

1C el2
lC ee6
lc 365
t6 +t0
16 713
tt 39E
t5 73t
t4 64e

s n 1
3 611
3 .tle
3 557
E A
3 007
3 t n
3 479
g all
3 et2

3 $ e
3 380
3 59r
3 416
3 370

3 01e
2 8el
2 717
2 8 n
2 717
2 30+
2 6 S
2 013
3 007
g 070

2 9s3
2 865
2 ggt
2 oi l
2 0&l

5lrt
606
66E
6to
7Gl
62i1
66{t
518

396
350
3E1
s72
370
306
9tt2
6?
456
413

m
.[eg
575
087
57e

I 120
0e6
el!6
eqt
81e
7n
8r1
062
u,
862

t05
g7E

1 04e
I 107

053

5 635
5 687
5 650
5 583
5 597
5 361
s l7 l
5 oe/t
4 050
il 669

1 217
1 N ,
4 562
4 0e5
4 145

6115
654
6to
549
490
32t
i€
r58
i@
sl

6n
7A
910
055
e16

e(n
041
sto
E76
926
813
814
60e

2
2
?
2
2
2
2
2
2

e {o0
e 260
e 205
e 020
E E/t6
c46,2
a 178
t  114
7 ?el
7 500

109
Eet
o27
ega
eos
7e5
8Cl
N
4il5
511

2
2
2

19 50s
r2 ato
12 e1
12 506
12 26t
il 46e
rr 3t7
1l 567
tl /|0e
11 l5.l

6 E7e
6 861
7 521
7 217
7 011

21a2
2 M

t$t
2 00t

10 112
10 250
11 050
to 669
to 300

5 elo
6 171
5 900
5 866
G 0r7
5 6E6
5 600
4 oao

3 171
3 522
I 972
I 977
g sat
3 249
3 120
2 013

26?c
2 627
2 6e0
2 719
2 819
? 669
2{61
2 273
2 452
2 247

2 0G8
2 112
2 521
2 557
2 120

I 9g'
I 301
I rlo0
I 370
t 394
12& ,
I 100
I 135't t01
t 1 @

1 0 @
r 036
1 t96
1?52
1 r c

4 375
1 371
1 171
4,t6tl
1 577
1 278
a oqt
E 7lO
4 099
3 761

s 577
3 646
1 0e2
4 ?e6
1232

2
I
I
I
1
I
t

564
675
606
565
6el
6tl
412
t45

67E
/O5
43tt
572
527
495
564
u7
t 1 1
164

e ser
10 05q
a v 8
e 57p
e? l l
I 3C!
e * 7
t 56e

7 esl
7 & ,
7 2 1
7 956
7 gu.
6 673
6 W ,
6 6€a
7 1 1 6
6 olP

6 53r
0 511
7 085
7 ztl
7 115

2 121
2 00e

1ilfl
| 770
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Table 16. Family Status, by Race and Hispanic Orlgin of Persons Below the Poverty Level for
Selected Years-con.

(Nrrr$c|!htp|l8gtb. P3rroilarof llerctrofh.blo$ngy... Fof rn anhgotlymtolr,rc.!.xt)

Pove.t rrla

Bhcl

19e0

1070

44e
/(l.6
41.7
41.0
47.3
4&3
49.t
50.3

$.2
46./t
45.8
46.1
4e.7
50.'r
17.9
5t.e
54.4
5e.3

s5.5
63.7
67.1

4t.1
11,7
&9
4G9
rO.6
I11.5
39.7
39.6

36.6
97.7
35.3
42.3
45.6
s9.6
Q'O

l t 5
17.5
17.1
rE.7
20.1
1E.E
1&1
17.1

16.9
17.1
18.0
19.7
19.e't9.5
19.E
2t. l
23.0
240

26.2
20.3
28.0
36.r
36.8

gz1
gr.0
29.1
35.5
rO.0
95.2
37.9
344

s4.9
29.0
33.3
33.4
aE.5
31.0
sL2
3tt.4
w,2
37,5

41
3e.0
50.4

247
216
25.1
27.0
?7.1
3{i.0
u.2
31.3

22.a
23.6
26.5
29.5
26.0
21.4
26.6

n0
5t
6.0
6.7
7.3
7.3
a5
5.0

5.1
48
50
5.2
u7
5.0
5.1
e7
6.3
6.5

6.4
&7

10.0
15.9
!5.3

68.3
67.1
66.e
66.2
0s.3
70.7
67.7
64.8

0g.t
66.4
65.7
65.6
66.0
65.0
47.2
6e.5
646
6t.7

6Ee
76.0
81.6

70.1
00.7
72.4
71.O
70.6
7r'0
67.3
65.0

62.2
68.e
66.i
67.3
6E.4
6{3
6E.7

t0.e
10.8
11.7
12.5
13.5
t3.0
I 1.6
10..0

E.5
7.9
&5
&5
e.8
8.3
7.6
8.6
e.3
0.2

E"6
12.6
r5.7
22.9
n.1

sl.t
50.r
50.5
51.7
5E7
562
52.0
4e.4

QI
50.6
51.0
522
50.1
522
527
593
505
543

503
5e2
65i

51.8
sl2
5El
5grt
52.8
55r
5!12
513

1e.2
50.1
59.6
5gl
59.6
/19.6
51J

6.9
6.3
7.O
7.2
7.6
7.e
7.O
6.3

5.5
5.3
5.5
5.6
62
5.4
5.5
6.1
6.8
7.2

6.e
e.s

1 1.1
15.4
15.8

5a.6
59.0
53.2
5.f6
57.0
58.6
56.7
59.4

5q1
*2
55.3
55.7
gr.3
55.0
56.5
58.1
56.1
5E7

5&2
653
70.6

55.0
52.e
55.7
56.e
55.1
@.t
55.e
54.5

51.2
56..1
56.7
56.6
37.2
53.1
57.rt

7.1
7.5
&2
&5
9.3
ql
al
7.1

c3
5.0
a2
a4
7.1
6.2
6.0
at
7.5
7.7

7.1
10.9
12.8
18.0
74.2

1e.1
.l€,0
&e
4tL5
S0,rt
52.0
51.7
se5

51.7
46.6
&2
45.e
&7
50.0
4e.5
51.4
sil-7
69.9

*2
648
69.0

45.5
36.e
95.0
31.2
26.6
,01.5
s7.4
51.6

41.9
37.r
94.0
/to.e
,t€.0
147
/tt.t

7.1
7.1
7.5
7.5
8.7
0.2
e.3
e.5

e.B
t.8
9.1
e.,3
e.0
e.0

10.5
I l..l
r3.6
16.7

17,e
21.7
(NA)
(NA)
&.2

50.8
52.e
51'E
5ae
55C
57A
55.8
50.!

522
59.1
53.9
*7
546
trt3
55a
573
55.6
56.t

s7.e
65.1
70.0

53.0
5t3
5/t 2
5/13
53.2
574
54,0
525

4t.9
593
593
5iL3
s5.0
51.4
555

e.2
0"2
8.e
e.3

t0.l
9.t
8.8
8.0

7,0
6.6
6.9
7.1
7.O
a8
6.6
7.4
0.t
6.2

8.O
103
1&2
18.5
1A,7

tBE
a7
7g
687
750
721
7r7
757

6e6
67e
636
@0
6 t6
56e
5@
531
w,
560

5.tl
07
/|eO

81
65
276
24
21e
101
t6E
152

155
194
127
143
196
08
oo

2 6 n
2 536
2 1gl
2 'tS
2i l1
29..7
2 &
210D

9'n
au
796
707
667
*7
4e5
410
549
43E

490
312
2S
510
554

E09
791
700
800

I 004
894
7U
74

606
55G
548
515
47
/f55
455
1161
379
.l3e

350
97e
3eo

tel
leo
216
197
leE
tE6
157
117

E5
71
EE
eo
7e
65
0a

1 211
t l g t
1 24'1
I 000' t  018

9eo
000
00e

66E
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Tabte 16. Family Status, by Race and Hispanic Origin of Persons Below the Poverty Level lor
Selected Years-con.

(Nunb.r' h thousard* Ponom ar of March of th. blo{rhg y.t Fot m.athg of !y]f$ol!' 3.e !.xl)

Yaa

Ntl|rtr b.lov porrty bvel Poetty rsb

Tot I ln 'a'nll..
U n G
lat d
h*

vldrC!

Tot lr ln lbn{[..
Uffe.
lat d
ln+

Yld€l!AI
p.tsont

65 y.sr!
amow' Totd

H,ou!$
lpld.t

Relafi.d
ctl14.n

l'd.r 16

O&.r
'3mlt

firmbet3
Al

Patsfit
65 part
em ovaf Tot l

Hqlr..
hold..

R.lat d
chllden

und.a to

O0rerqdry
mcmDa?a

11 912
t2 13'l
r3 042
13 385
14 34<t
1/t 125
12 206
11 12e

0 562
E 907
0 '195
9 357

t0 44{t
e 0fi1
r 5 @
e521

to &i5
10 659

10 120 |
12 77e I
15 , t 11  |
21 1C2l
21 36e I

33?6
5 210
7 021

2041
25?'
2 710
I O2e
3 2 €
3 169
0 @
2 7 n

2 171'
2 &
2 45
2 571
2 761
2 1 V
2 W
3 040
3 261
3 3tX

I 120
2 856
2 EOE
2 7g?
2 692
2 152
2 Gtl
1 9€0

t 6to
I 44E
14p7
t $ e
1 6 @
I 563
1 3 6

1 0tl5
I 014
I 002
t 01/t
I 153
1 IEE
I 10€
t 196

1 g
I 0s4

e00
I 06'l
I 106
t 025
I t3t
r 2 6
! /otl
1 840

I Sl2
2 25E

tilfl
2 065

s2?
252
305
*2
317
34E
36E
3tt7

31e
2U
325
296
n2
211
2ee
205
206
345

u7
1?!0
$7

1 A
L

106
07
el
76
a

I(l

t4
75
gl
76
76
6e
31

o $ 5
10 222
11 135
11 /13.1
12 360
12 329
10 527
e 647

I r20
7 67e
7 EeO
I Gt7
e 221
7 W .
74o t
6 4e9
e /t66
e 562

e 0116
11 7U
lrl 416
le 966
N 211

3 020
/+ 930
6 600

2 155
| 92E
2 162
2 € 8
2 W
2 057
2 557
2206

I gE/t
I 761
2 072
2 161
2 365
214o
2106
2 701
2943
3 @ 0

2 & 7
2 W
2oel
21,€5
243
2 265
' EE/]
I E25

I 545
1 310
t 3E6
I 516
1 702
r /l{'0
| 328

2 66P.
2 7 @
gGts
3 046
3 2 S
3 3 6
2 E57
2 586

2?31
2 1 e .
211o
21ge,
2 1 4
2 0d!
2C?c
e 306
2 560
2 606

2 506
3 070
3 620
4 6dt
4 e62

556
500
531
561
6el
@,
5e5
546

48E
111
173
lo5
50e
.'70
553
558
605
644

6ae
946

I 30e

620
557
55it
50E
427
401
39!t
389

315
a2
200
343
344
a7
256

4 076
1 192
4467
1 700
5 146
5 002
4 300
4 00/t

I 27e
s 047
3 250
s 321
3 S 4
I 300
3 001
3 511
3 EE9
3 60r

3 598
5 o9A
6 271
a a72
E e66

oqt
7A7
875

r 005
1 005
1 120
I  1 r0

e62

850
E{t{l
965
080

I 161
1 062
1 lEE
r 33E't 507
I 542

I 390
I  219
I e66
12?3
1 2S3
1 127

066
900

0s7
602
716
789
925
7Sl
756

1 53e
266,7
s N 7

3 144
3 260
3 636
3 678
3 921
3 9e1
3 361
3 057

2 60e
2 $ n
2 501
2 534
2 t4{l
2 I , | 1
2 37e
2 6Et
I  ote
3 065

2041
g 622
4 51/+
0 231
6 2oO

6e6
w,
756
79r
e0/+
el5
843
71E

63a
53.t
63!t
6t6
6e/t
608
756
805
00r
w

759
771
802
6oE
683
6{6
525
527

3e5
355
380
M
4n
370
314

852
I 317
I 040

t 885
1 8 ? 3
I Agt
I e20
t e01
1 757
I 657
1 4dt

1 4{x''t 318
r 305
r 3 a
12?5
I 161
t 00'l
1U?2
1 167
I 001

1o t r l
905
0e5

I 190
I r50

67ll
5e.1
530
568
50E
505
51e
$7

172
62
&
/010
3e6
3E
3E!E
3Kt6
&t1
30.1

g,E
N
345

2et
268
256
301
u
167
1lt5
t60

t3t
12e
111
18
100
t@
67

7.1 |
7.5 |
7.0 |
8.2 |
E.E I

t3lr'r l
s.e Is.7 |
5.e I
0.0 I
6.0 I

3:l
6.0 |
6.r Ir'r l
6.5 l
6.5

r03
1lte
152

172
152
164
1e.t
205
20.0
19./t
t7.e

1e2
15.1
16.6
16.0
15.2
r05
1A5
203
212
21.7

215
33.4
fi.1

20.E
1O.o
21.1
2o.e
20.e
4'0
tE.6
165

155
14,6
153
17.0
20.1
16.9
15.4

6.0
6.0
6.1
6.3
7.
7.6
7.4
E 0

OA
7,1
7.3
7.4
a,l
7.9
&e
e.o

1a-1
15.0

23.0
20.5
4.2
22'
6.2
2l,",2
30.0
2E.0

20.0
2lte
25,2
27.O
27.4
&6
2e.6
31.7
30.0
38.0

11.2
1e.7
59.2

20.1
t{o

I 1r.0
I r7.1
I r9.9
|  10.1
I 20.E
| 2..7
I
|  21.e
I r8"rt
I 17.6
l n 6
| 26.6
I a3.s
I re.z

16.3
ie.0

t$il
23.0

iil
7.s I
8.1 |
El  I
7.0 |

"r l
a4 l
5.2 |
$3 1
14 l
a l I
a2 l
4.9 |
5.6 |

$l
a0 l
a0 l
e.E I

t/f,4 |
117 |

14.e
13.r
l{.t
17.1
1&C
1&0
1&0
16.0

t{6
13./t
r5.3
15.5
16.e
15./t
17.7
19.3
20.9
20.e

20.6
30.0
50.9

20.5
10.2
20.6
20.0
20.3
21.1
1E.3
1 E 0

15.1
14.1
14.8
17.3
19.7
r0.5
r5.2

5.5
5,7
6.3
6.rt
7.O
7.O
6.3
5.6

4.E
+7
4.8
4.0
5.5
17
40
5,3
5.9
4.2

6.0
7.7
e.2

r3.0
13:t

13.6
121
la l
1+7
163
16J
15.6
14,3

152
11.E
135
t35
1+2
13.2
t5.a
142
172
t&6

17.0
16.5
17.1
1G.7
l E 0
18.9
15./t
I 5?a

13.0
121
142
15.6
17.6
1^7
t3.t

17.e
ns
433

9.5
9.E

ro.4
t ' l .o
12,O
11.0
10,0
LO

73
6.6
7.1
7.1
4,2
6.0
6.0
6.t
7.1
7.t

6.7
a2

11.4
17.0
17.1

1O,t
17.O
1E.E
219
&7
2+1
8.1
20.3

18.7
17,e
1e.9
te.4
21
20.0
21.7
2+1
25.5
26.0

6.O
30.o
00.6

28.3
25.8
27,1
27.3
27,2
27.8
24,5
n e
1e.2
17-2
17.0
20.8
a.a
20.0
t&E

| 15.0
I t4.e
I 16.5
I r{e
| 14.e
I 16.5
| 13.A
I 1{5
I
I  t t . t
| 11.2
I r2.1
I r3.8
I r5.5
I r2.o
I  t t -a

5.0
5.2
5.9
a0
63
a4
$5
tr

/to
4,3
4.3
&t
4e
/L3
+2
{E
A/t
5.6

5.4
7.0
L7

iat
140

1LO
10.7
12.E
leE
16.4
15.0
l5.o
13.5

12.O
r0.5
r2.9
13,,2
13.4
1e,2
1(e
16.2
16.4
16.5

17,1
27.3
43.0

ldE
t5.t
15.€
1e.7
17.5
16.3
r6.0
1+5

26.G
27.2
33.3
s.E

32.1
31.0
&2
31.1
34.6
32.5
30.0
sz?

4.1
30.e
28.t
3r.7
34.0
28.5
2l,t
33.7
96,5
35.e

36.5
19.2
46.4

214
26.E
a.7
3/l0
26.E
20.e
24e
27.3

23.0
24..4
6.2
346
25.6
27.4
21.6

'146
1+7
15,7
r7.3
17.1
17:l
17.3
tE.6
21.5
21.8

241

tB€s|fhw|hl979,hr|[dermcnbe'so|u'r.|at.dgjbla,rl||$ml3ho5|!.p.'aiov.Fo'.a,||'y.a'r'hr.|at.d!t.6|a'ntyrnr$e'!d.hol,d.dhir.1n'I.d
2Persons of Hlspanlc orlgNn may b. ol any rao..
qndrd.! l.maL unrclabd lndvldjab.
alndude! mab urrCarad kdvbrd*



Family Status, by Race and Hispanic Origin of Persons Below 125 percent of the
Poverty Level for Selected years
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Tabte 17. Family Status, by Race and Hispanic Origin of Persons Below 125 Percent of the
Poverty Level for Selected Years-con.
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Table 18. Age, Type of Residence, Region, and Work Experience of Persons, by Race and
Hispanic Origin and poverty $tatus in 1997
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Tabte 18. Age, Type of Residence, Region, and Work Experience of Persons, by Race and
Hispanic Origin and Poverty Status in 1987-con.
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Table 19. Setected Characteristics of,Families, by Type of Family, Race and Hispanic Origin of
Householder, and poverty Status in t967
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Table 19. Selected Characteristics of Families, by Type of Family, Race and Hispanic Origin of
Householder, and Poverty Status in 1987-con.
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Table 20. Type of Residence of Families and Unrelated lndividuals, by Region, Race and
Hispanic Origin, and poverty Status in 19g7
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Table21. Size of lncome Deficit of Families and Unrelated Individuals Belowthe Povefiy Level
in 1987, by Sex and Race and Hispanic Origin
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Appendix A. Definitions and Explanations

Population Goveragc. This report includes the civilian
noninstitutional population of the United States (the
50 States and the District of Columbia) and members
of the Armed Forces living off post or whh their
families on post, but excludes all other members of
the Armed Forces.

Money income. Income distributions and income sum-
mary measures (such as medians and means) shown
in this report are limited to money income before
payments of Federal, State, local, or Social Security
(FICA) taxes and before any other types of deduc-
tions, such as union dues and Medicare premiums.
Total money income is the sum of the amounts received
from wages and salaries, self-employment income
(including losses), Social Security, Supplemental Secu-
rity Income, public assistance, interest, dividends,
rent, royalties, estates or trusts, veterans' payments,
unemployment and workers' compensations, private
and government retirement and disability pensions,
alimony, child support, and any other source of money
income which was regularly received. Capital gains (or
losses) and lump-sum or one-time payments such as
life insurance settlements are excluded.

Per capita income. Per capita income is the mean
income computed for every man, woman, and child in
a particular group. lt is derived by dividing the total
income of a particular group by the total population
(excluding patients or inmates in institutional quarters)
in that group.

Table A-1. Weighted Average Poverty Thresholds in
1987

Size of family unit Threshold

Constant dollars. Some of the income figures for
previous years have been converted to I 987 constant
dollars in order to discount for changes in consumer
prices. These adjustments were made based on changes
in the average annual Consumer Price Index for All
Urban Consumers (CP!-U). These indexes are shown
in rable A-2.

Nonresponse. Nonresponse in househofd surveys has
two main components. The first, often termed nonin-
terview, consists of those occupied sample housing
units for which no interview was obtained. In the
March CPS, about 4 to 5 percent of all sample house-
holds are determined to be noninterviews. Noninter-
views result because the household members refuse
to participate in the survey or because the occupants
could not be found at home at any time during the
survey week. The survey weights of the interviewed
households are adiusted to reflect the loss of these
noninterviews. The second component of nonresponse,
usually referred to as item nonresponse, represents
failure to obtain answers to specific questions for
households that do participate in the survey. ltem
nonresponse occurs because individuals may refuse
to answer some questions or because the answers to
some of the questions are not known and cannot be
accurately estimated by the respondent. The magni-
tude of item nonresponse for amounts of income
received varies considerably by the type of income.
For example. the item nonresponse rate for wage and
salary amounts was about 17 percent,'compared with
19 percent for Social Security income and 28 percent
of interest income. The data processing system used
for the March CPS makes assignments (imputes) of
values when survey responses are missing. These
imputations are made on a case-by-case basis using
the respondent's reported information to develop an
appropriate substitute value.

Povefi definition. Families and unrelated individuals
are classified as being above or below the poverty
level using the poverty index originated at the Social
Security Administration in 1964 and revised by Fed-
eral Interagency Committees in 1969 and 1980. The
poverty index is based solely on money income and
does not reflect the fact that many low-income per-
sons receive noncash benefits such as food stamps,
Medicaid, and public housing. The index is based on

One person (unrelated individual).
15 to 64 years ..
65 years and over,.

Two persons
Householder 15 to 64 years..
Householder 65 years and over

Three persons
Four persons
Five persons.
Six persons
Seven persons
Eight persons.
Nine persons or more

$ 5,778
5,909
5,47

7,397
7,641
6,872

9,056
11,611
13;737
15,509
11,649
19,515
23,105
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Table A-2. Annual Average Consumer Price Index
(GPll:19a7 to 1987

(1982 = 100)

Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

the Department of Agriculture's 1961 Economy Food
Plan and reflects the different consumption require-
ments of families based on their size and composition.
It was determined from the Department of Agricul-
ture's 1955 Survey of Food Consumption that families
of three or more persons spend approximately one-
third of their income on food; the poverty levet for
these families was, therefore, set at three times the
cost of the Economy Food Plan. For smaller families
and persons living alone, the cost of the Economy
Food Plan was multiplied by factors that were slightty
higher in order to compensate for the relatively larger
fixed expenses of these smaller households. The
poverty thresholds are updated every year to reflect
changes in the Consumer Price Index (CPl). The aver-
age povertythreshold for a family of fourwas $11,611
in 1987, about 3.6 percent higherthan the comparable
1986 cutoff of $11,203. Weighted average poverty
thresholds by size of family are shown in table A-1.

Household. A household consists of all persons who
occupy a housing unit. A house, an apartment or other
group of rooms, or a single room is regarded as a
housing unit when it is occupied or intended for
occupancy as separate living quarters; that is, when
the occupants do not live and eat with any other
persons in the structure and there is direct access
from the outside or through a common hall.

A household includes the related family members
and allthe unrelated persons, if any, such as lodgers,
foster children, wards or employees who share the
housing unit. A person living alone in a housing unit or
a group of unrelated persons sharing a housing unit as
partners is also counted as a household. The count of
households exctudes group quarters.

Family. The term "family" refers to a group of two or
more persons (one of whom is the householder)
related by birth, marriage, or adoption and residing
together; allsuch persons (including related subfamily
members) are considered members of the same fam-
ily. Thus, if the son of the householder and the son's
wife are in the household, they are treated as part of
the householder's family. However, a lodger and his
wife not related to the householder or an unrelated
servant and his wife are considered as additional
families not a part of the householder's family. These
unrelated subfamilies are not included in the count of
totalfamilies.

Unrelated individuals. The term "unrelated individu-
als" refers to persons of any age (other than inmates
of institutions) who are not living with any relatives. An
unrelated individual may be (1) a person living alone
or with nonrelatives only, (2) a roomer, boarder, or
resident employee with no relatives in the household,
or (3) a group quarters member who has no relatives
living with him/her. Thus, a widow living by herself or
with one or more other persons not related to her, a
lodger not related to the householder or to anyone
else in the household, and a servant living in an
employer's household with no relatives are examples
of unrelated individuals.

Year cPt Year cPl

1947. . .
l gce . . .
1949 . . .
1950 . . .
1951.  .  .
1952. . .
1953 . . .
1954 . . .
1955 . . .

1956 . . .
1957 . . .
19s8 . . .
1959. .  .
1960 . . .
1961.  .  .
1962 . . .
1983.. .
1964.. .
1965 . . .
1966 . . .

23.1
24.9
24.7
24.9
26.9
27.5
27.7
27.8
27.7

28.2
29.2
30.0
30.2
30.7
31.0
31.3
31.7
32.1
32.7
33.6

1067 34.6
36.0
38.0
N.2
42.O
43.3
116.0
51.1
55.8

59.0
62.8
67.6
75.2
85.4
94.2

100.0
103.2
107.6
111.4
113.6
1',17.7

1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1E7A

1975

1976
1077

1978
1979
lqno

1981
1982
1gn3
1984
1985
1986
10n7
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Appendix B. Souree and Reliability of Estimates

SOURCE OF DATA

Most estimates in this report were catculated from
data obtained in March of years 1960 through 1988 in
the Current Population Survey (CPS). Ahhough this
report utilizes mostly March data for its estimates, the
survey is conducted every month by the Bureau of the
Census. Atso, some estimates were based on data
from the 1960 decennial census. The March survey
uses two sets of questions: the basic CPS and the
supplement.

Basic CPS. The basic CPS collects primarily labor
force data about the civilian noninstitutional popula-
tion. Ouestions concerning labor force participation
are asked about each member 14 years old and over
in every sample household.

The present CPS sample was selected from the
1980 decennial census files with coverage in all 50
States and the District of Columbia. The sample is
continually updated to account for new residential
construction. The CPS sample is located in 729 areas
comprising 1,973 counties, independent cities, and
minor civil divisions in the Nation. Approximately
59,500 occupied households are eligible for interview
every month. Of this number, about 2,500 units were
visited but no interviews were obtained because the
occupants were not at home after repeated calls or
were unavailable for some other reason.

since the introduction of the cPS in 1948, the cPS
sample has been redesigned severaltimesto improve
the quality and reliability of the data and to satisfy
changing data needs. The most recent changes were
completely implemented in July 1985.

Thefollowingtable summarizes changes inthe CPS
designs since 1959, the first year for which data
appear in this report.

March supplement. ln addition to the basic CPS
questions mentioned previously, supplementary ques-
tions were asked in March 1988 about money income
received the previous calendar year.As with the basic
CPS, questions were asked about each member 14
years old and over in every qualifying sample house-
hold. Also, in orderto obtain more reliable data forthe
Hispanic-origin population, the March CPS sample
was supplemented with approximately 2,500 eligible
housing units that contained at least one sample

Description of the Current Population Survey

Time period
Number

of
sample
areasr

Housino units
etigiSbz

lnter-
viewed

Not inter-
viewed

1986€8..
1985 . . .
198244..
1980€1
p77n9..
1973-76..
1972.. .
1%7:71
1963€64.
1 9 6 0 € 2 . .  . . . . . . .
1959.. .

729
%nnzs

629
629
614
81
49
449
357

.333
3!10

57,000
57,000
59,000
65,600
55,000
40,500
45,000
48,000
33,500
33,500
33,500

2,500
2,500
2,fiO
3,000
3,000
2,500
2,000
2,@O
1,500
1,500
1,500

rBeginning in May 1956, these areas were chosen to provide
coveraoe in each State and the District of Columbh.

2Dds not include the approximately 2,500 Hispanb households
added from the previous November sample. (See the seclion,
"March supplement."l

Ttre CpS was redesigned following the 1980 Census of Popu-
lation and Housing. During ptuse-in of the new design, housing
uniF ftom the new and old desigrs were in the sample.

4Prior to 1966, income data were collected from approxirnately
75 percent of occupied households in CPS.

three sample areas were added in 1960 to represent Alaska and
Hawaii after statehood.

person of Hispanic origin in the previous November
sample. In addition, persons in the Armed Forces
living off post or with their families on post were
included, effectively adding a small number of hous-
ing units to the sample.

Estimation procedure. The survey's estimation proce-
dure employs the inflation of weighted sample resuhs
to independent estimates of the civilian noninstitu-
tional population of the United States by age, sex,
race, and Hispanic/non-Hispanic categories. The inde-
pendent estimates were based on statisticsfrom decen-
nial censuses of population; statistics on births, deaths,
immigration and emigration; and statistics on strength
of the Armed Forces. The independent population
estimates used for 1980 (March 1981 CPS) to present
were based on updates to controls established by the
1980 decennial census. Data previous to 1980 were
based on independent population estimates from the
most recent decennial census, For more details on the
change in independent estimates, see the section
entitled "lntroduction of 1980 Census Population Contols"
in an earlier report (Series P-60, No. 133). Also, one
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should note that the estimation procedure for data
from the March supplement involved a further adjust-
ment so that husband and wife of a household received
the same weight.

The estimates in this report for 1983 through 1987
also employ a revised survey weighting procedure for
persons of Hispanic origin. In previous years, estima-
tion involved the inflation of weighted sample results
to independent estimates of the noninstitutional pop-
ulation by age, sex, and race. There was no specific
control of the survey estimates for the Hispanic pop-
ulation. Since then, the Bureau of the Census devel-
oped independent poputation controls for the His-
panic population by sex and detailed age groups and
adopted revised weighting procedures to incorporate
these new controls. The independent population esti-
mates include some, but not all, illegal immigrants.

RELIABILITY OF ESTIMATES

Since the CPS estimates were based on a sample,
they may differ from the figures that would have been
obtained if a complete census had been taken using
the same questionnaires, instructions, and enumera-
tors. A sample survey estimate has two possible types
of error: nonsampling and sampling. The accuracy of
an estimate depends on both types of error, but the
full extent of the nonsampling error is unknown. Con-
sequently, one should be particularly careful when
interpreting results that are based on a relatively small
number of cases or on small differences between
estimates. The standard errors for CPS estimates
primarily indicate the magnitude of sampling error.
They also partially measure the effect of some non-
sampling errors in responses and enumeration, but do
not measure systematic biases in the data. (Bias is the
average over all possible samples of the differences
between the sample estimates and the desired value.)

Nonsampting variability. Nonsampling errors can be
attributed to many sources. These sources include the
inability to obtain information about all cases in the
sample, definitional difficulties, differences in the inter-
pretation of questions, inability or unwitlingness on
the part of respondents to pfovide correct informa-
tion, inabitityto recall information, errors made in data
collection such as in recording or coding the data,
errors made in processing the data, errors made in
estimating values, for missing data, and failure to
represent all units with the sample (undercoverage).

CPS undercoverage results from missed housing
units and missed persons within sample households.
Compared with the level of the 1980 decennial cen-
sus, overall CPS undercoverage is approximately 7
percent. Also, it is known that CPS undercoverage
varies with age, sex, and race. Generally, undercover-
age is larger for males than for females and larger for

Blacks and other races combined than for Whites. As
described previously, ratio estimation to independent
age-sex'race-Hispanic population controls partially cor-
rects for the bias due to undercoverage. However,
biases exist in the estimates to the extent that missed
persons in missed househotds or missed persons in
interviewed households h ave different characteris-tics
from those of interviewed persons in the same age-
sex-race-Hispanic group. Furthermore, the indepen-
dent population controls used have not been adjusted
for undercoverage in the 1980 census.

In most cases, the questionnaire entries for income
are based on the memory or knowledge of one per-
son, usually the wife. The memory factor in data
derived from field surveys of income probably pro-
duces underestimates because the tendency is to
forget minor or irregular sources of income. Other
errors of reporting are due to misrepresentation or to
misunderstanding of the scope of the income con-
cept. See the section enti{ed "Undeneporting of lncome."

For additional information on nonsampling error
including the possible impact on CPS data when
known, refer to Statistical Policy Working Paper 3,An
Error Profile: Employment as Measured by the Cur:
rent Population Suruey, Office of Federal Statistical
Policy and Standards, U.S. Department of Commerce,
1978; and Technical Paper 40,The Current Population
Suruey: Design and Methodology, Bureau of the Cen-
sus, U.S. Department of Commerce.

Sampling variability. Sampling variability is variation
that occurred by chance because a sample was sur-
veyed rather than the entire population. Standard
errors, as calculated by methods described later in
"Standard errors and their use," are primarily mea-
sures of sampling variability, although some nonsam-
pling error may be included as stated earlier. The
sample estimate and its standard error enable one to
construct a confidence interval, a range that would
include the average result of all possible samples with
a known probability. For example, if allpossible sam-
ples were surveyed under essentially the same gen-
eral conditions and using the same sample design,
and if an estimate and its standard error were calcu-
lated from each sample, then approximately 90 per.
cent of the intervals from 1.6 standard errors below
the estimate to 1.6 standard errors above the estimate
would include the average result of all possible sam-
ples.

The average estimate derived from all possible
samples may or may not be contained in a particular
confidence interval. However, one can say with spec-
ified confidence that the average estimate calculated
from all possible samples is included in the interval.

some statements in the report may contain esti-
mates followed by a number in parentheses. This
number can be added to and subtracted from the
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estimate to calculate upper and lower bounds of the
9O-percent confidence interval. For example, if a state-
ment contains the phrase "grew by I .7 percent ( {- 1 .0},2
the 90-percent confidence interval for the estimate,
1.7 percent, is from 0.7 percent to 2.7 percent, inclu-
sive.

Standard errors may also be used to perform hypoth-
esis testing, a procedure for distinguishing between
population parameters using sample estimates. The
most common type of hypothesis appearing in this
report is that the population parameters are different.
An example of this would be comparing the median
annual income of Black families to the median annual
income of White families.

Tests may be performed at various tevets of signif-
icance, where a significance level is the probabitity of
concluding that the characteristics are different when,
in fact, they are identical. All statements of compari-
son in the ten have passed a hypothesis test at the
0.10 level of significance or better. This means that the
absolute value of the estimated difference between
characteristics is greater than or equal to 1.6 times the
standard error of the difference.

Comparability of data. Data obtained from the CPS
and other sources are not entirely comparable. This
results from differences in interviewer training and
experience and in differing survey processes, This is
an example of nonsampling variability not reflected in
the standard errors. Therefore, one should use cau-
tion when comparing results from different sources.

Caution should also be used when comparing esti-
mates in this report, which reflect 1980 census-based
population controls, with estimates for 1979 (from
March 1980 CPS) and earlier years, which reflect 1970
census-based population controls. This change in
population controls had relatively little impact on
summary measures such as means, medians, and
percent distributions, but did have a significant impact
on levels. For example, use of 1980 based population
controls results in about a 2-percent increase in the
civilian noninstitutional population and in the number
of families and households. Thus, estimates of levels
for data collected in 1981 and later years will differ
from those for earlier years by more than what could
be attributed to actual changes in the population.
These differences could be disproportionately greater
for certain subpopulation groups than for the total
population.

As mentioned earlier, no independent population
controltotals for persons of Hispanic origin were used
prior to 1983. Theretore, care must also be taken
when comparing Hispanic estimates over time.

A number of changes were made in data collection
and estimation procedures beginning with the March
1980 CPS. The major changes were the use of a more

detailed income questionnaire, the use of the "house-
holder" concept instead of the traditional "head" con-
cept, the introduction of the new farm definition, and
use of more detailed income intervals in the upper
range of the income distribution. Because of these
and other changes, one should use caution when
comparing estimates for 1979 through 1987 with esti-
mates for earlier years. A description of these changes
and the effect they had on the data is given in the
section "Modifications to the March 1980 CPS" of an
earlier report (Series P-60, No. 130).

Another major change is that income and poverty
estimates for 1985 are the first based entirely on
households selected from the 1980 census-based
sampte design. Estimates by type of residence cate-
gory such as metropolitan, nonmetropolitan, farm and
nonfarm, which were omitted from the 1984 report
because of the mixed 1970 and 1980 census sampling
frame used for the March 1985 CPS, have been
resumed. The residence categories reflect metropoli-
tan areas defined as of June 19M. In addition, the
March 1986 supplement questionnaire was revised to
enable the coding of higher amounts of earningsfrom
longest job.

Note when using small estimates. Summary mea-
sures (such as medians and percent distributions) are
shown only when the base is 75,000 or greater.
Because of the large standard errors involved, sum-
mary measures would probably not reveal useful
information when computed on a smaller base. How-
ever, estimated numbers are shown even though the
relative standard errors of these numbers are larger
than thosefor corresponding percentages. These smaller
estimates are provided primarily to permit combina-
tions of the categories to suit data users' needs. Also,
eare must be taken in the interpretation of small
differences. For instance, even a small amount of
nonsampling error can cause a borderline difference
to appear significant or not, thus distorting a seem-
ingly valid hypothesis test.

Estimation of median incomes. The methodology for
computing median income has been changed over
the pastfew years. The computations have beendone
using either Pareto interpolation or linear interpola-
tion. Pareto interpolation assumes a decreasing den-
sity of population within an income interval, whereas
linear interpolation assumes a constant density of
population within an income interval. Estimates of
median income for 1979 through 1987 and associated
standard errors have been calculated using Pareto
interpolation if the estimate is larger than $20,000 for
persons or $40,000 for families and households, that
is, where the width of the income interval containing
the estimate is greater than $2,500. Estimates of
median income tor 1976,1977, and 1978 and associ-
ated standard errors were calculated using Pareto
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interpolation if the estimate was larger than $12,000
for persons or $18,000 for families and households,
that is, where the width of the income interval contain-
ing the estimate is greater than $1,000. All other
estimates of median income and associated standard
errors for 1976 through 1987 and almost all of the
estimates of median income and associated standard
errors for 1975 and earlier were calculated using linear
interpolation. Thus, caution must be exercised when
comparing median incomes above $12,000 for per.
sons or $18,000 for families and households for dif-
ferent years. Median incomes below those levels are
more comparable from year to year since they have
always been calculated using linear interpolation. For
an indication of the comparability of medians calcu-
lated using Pareto interpolation with medians calcu-
lated using linear interpolation, see Series P-60, No.
114, Money lncome in 1976 of Families and Persons
in the united sfafes."

Standard errors and their use. Standard errors have
been provided in the text and detailed tables for only
a few estimates to keep the cost at a moderate level
and the report size reasonable. Two parameters, a and
b, must be used to calculate standard errors for the
remaining estimates and for combinations of those
estimates. Table B-1 contains the a and b parameters
for specific characteristics; table B-2 shows factors
which must be multiplied by the standard errors to
adjust for changes in sample design over years, and
table B-3 provides year-to-year correlation coefficients
required in comparing estimates for consecutive years.
Methods for computing and using the standard errors
are given in the following sections.

Data based on 1960 decennial Gensus 1-in-l,000 sam-
ple. Standard errors for data based on the 1960
census 1-in-1,000 sample are estimated by applying
the appropriate factor given in table B-2 to the stand-
ard errors.

Standard errors of estimated numbers. The approxi-
mate standard error, S,, of an estimated number
shown in this report can be obtained using the for-
mula,

S, : \6IrTTf

Here x is the size of the estimate and a and b are the
parameters from table B-1 associated with the partic-
ular characteristic. When calculating standard errors
for numbers from cross-tabulations involving different
characteristics, use the set of parameters for the
characteristic which will give the largest standard
error.

lllustration of the computation of the standard error
of an estimated number. As shown in table 15, there
were 32,546,000 persons below the poverty level in
1987. Using formula (1) with a = -0.000041 and b :
9,628 from table B-1 the approximate standard error
is:

= 520,000

This means that a 9O-percent confidence intervalfor
the number of persons who reported that they were
below the poverty level in 1987 is lrom 31,714,000 to
33,378,000, i.e,, 32,546,000 + 1.6(520,000).

Standard errors of estimated percemages. The reti-
ability of an estimated percentage, computed using
sample data for both numerator and denominator,
depends on both the size of the percentage and the
size of the total upon which this percentage is based.
Estimated percentages are relatively more reliable
than the corresponding estimates of the numerators
of the percentages, particularly if the percentages are
50 percent or more. When the numerator and denom-
inator of the percentage are in different categories,
use the parameter from table B -1 indicated by the
numerator. The approximate standard error, Sr,o, of
an estimated percentage is obtained by use of the
formula

Here x is the size of the subclass of persons. or
families and unrelated individuals which is the base of
the percentage, p is the percentage (0 < p < 100),
and b is the parameter in table B-1 associated with the
particular type of characteristic in the numerator of the
percentage.

lllustration of the computation of the standard error
of a percentage. As shown in table 15, of the 32,546,000
persons below the poverty level in 1987, 21,409,000
or 65.8 percent were White. Using formula (2) with b
= 9,628 from table B-1 the approximate standard
error on an estimate of 65.8 percent is

This means that a 90-percent confidence intervalfor
the percentage of persons below the poverty level in
1987 that were White was from 64.5 to 67.1 percent,
i .e. ,65.8 r-  1.6(0.8).

Standard error of a difference. The standard error of
the difference between two sample estimates is approx-
imately equalto

(21

( 1 )

: p (100_p)
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Table B-1. Standard Error Parameters for Povefi, Income, and Nonincome Characteristics

cfrracterlstic Total or Whito
Black andor olher

rac6a

Hispanic ori$n

1973€21 1983€4 1985€72

a b a b a b a b a b

EELOW FOVERTY ]EVEL

liousoholds, families, householders
and unrolstod Indivlduale.

Psrsons:
Totals.. .

Male ,,
Fomale..

Age:
Undor 15.
15 and over,
16 to 24.
2 5 t o  3 4 .  ; . . . , . . .  . . .  .
35 to 44.
45 to 64,
05 and owr.

Farrf ..
Nonfarm'

ALL NMME UVELS

Ho$6hotds, famllles, householders,
and unrelated lndividuals .

Persons:
Totalt. ..

M a h  . , .
Female.

Farm' ..
N o n f a r m { .  . . ; . . . .  . . .  .

NONNMME6

+0000084

{.000041
{.000110
{.000100

{.000128
{.000052
.0.000087
-0.000080
-0.000103
{.000074
-0.000121

{.000071
{.000@l

{.000008

.o.000009
{.0000r8
.0.000019

{.0000rf0
{,0m011
{.000055
{.000050
{}.000066
{.000047
{.000076

{1.000015
{.000009

{.000010
{.000025
{.000025
{r.0(X)010

{.000010
.0.000010
{.0000r6

6.663
9,628
3,319
3,319
3,319
3;319
3,319

18,389
I 628

1,896

2,O77
2,O77
2,O77
2,O77
2,O77
2,O77
2,O77

2,00i1

9,628
9,628
9,628

2,O77
2,O77
2,077

3,967
2,O77

1,77a
2,O13
2,O13
1,779

1,779
1,718
2,927

{).000671
{.000825
{,.000688

-0.000671
-0.000375
.0.000507
{.000521
{.000751
{.000593
.0'001213

-0.001282
4.000671

{.000058

{.000067
-0.000142
{.000126

{.000239
4.000092
.0.000362
{.000372
{.000537
{.000424
{.000867

{.000t28
{.000067

{.000066
{.00024it
{.00021|i|
-0.000146

.0.000060
{.000087
.0.000144

+0.000084

6,663
9,62S
4319
4319
3,319
3,319
3,319

18,389
9,628

2,067

2,374
2,374
2,374
2,374
2,374
2,374
2,374

2,067

9,028
9,628
9,628

2,374
2374
2,374

4,Eg
2,374

1,606
2,013
2,O13
1,606

1,606
1,608
23.27

-0.000014

{.000063
{.00019)
.0.000123

{.000052
-0.000032
-0.000122
{.000169
{.00023)
{.000t17
{.000163

{.000014

{.{D@20
{.000043
-0.000038

{.000089
{.000021
-0.(X)004)
-0.000105
{.000145
{).000077
{.000t47

.0.000010
m

{.000007
{.000010

.0.000010

.0.000010
-0.000007

(x)
m

m
(x)

2A2O

I 1,528
11,528
I 1,528

2A2O

6,057
4,520
4,520
4,520
4,52O
4,5m
4,620

m
X)

a000
3,000
3,000

{n
m

1,820
(x)

1,241
1,820

3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000

1,820
1,820
1,241

-0.000237

-0.001131
4.OO2g7
-0.002219

4.001399
-0.000421
-0.001414
4.001587
4,002r14i1
4,002147
-0.006068

-0.000237

-0.00ff!ot
-0.000615
-0.000591

-0.000710
{.000286
-0,0,00961
-0.001079
-0.0018&)
-0.001459
-0.004124

{.000108
(x)

4.OO4222
{.000108

{.000108
{.000104
-0.000109

m
m

m(x)

2,715

12,523
12,923
12,523

6,790
5,067
5,067
5,067
5,067
5,067
5,067

(x)
00

2,713

3,444
3,444
3,444

(x)
(x)

1,A20
m

1,241
1,82O

3A44
3,44
3A44
3A44
3444
3,444
3AM

1,420
1,420
1,241

-0.000534
{.001552
-0.001519

-0.000870
-0.000768
-0.000612
-0.000397
4.OO0727
{.000466
-0.001298

+ 0.000084

(x)
(x)

{).000121

{.000132
{,000264
o.000263

(x)
(x)

{.000432
-0,00018{t
-0.0004:18
-0.000284
.0.000520
-0,000349
-0.001058

.0.000137
-0.000222
4.040222
4.000137

-0.000137
-0.000137
{.000109

6,663
9,628
3,319
3,319
3,319
4319
4319

2,067

9,624
9,628
9,628

(x)
(x)

2,067

2,374
2,374
2,374

2,574
2,3t4
2,374
2,374
2,374
2,374
2,374

(x)
0a

1,606
2,O13
2,013
1,600

1,606
1,606
1,241

X Not applicable.
llncomti data for porsons of Hispanh origln were not prrblished befor€ tg73 bocauso of the reliability of the estimales.
lFor Hispanics prior ot 1985, all'referenc6s to l5-yearblds ar6 troatsd as 14-y6ar-olds.
The a and b pararnotera rhould be muhiplied bv t.5 for nonmetropolitan residenco cateqories.
llntroduction of the new sample desiqn tilmporarily prevented the development of farm-ironfarm estimates in 1984.ETo obtain standard errors prior ot 1974 sso-parameiers provided in earlio'r roports. For 1973 to presant us€ tho parameters as they appear in the above table

for Total or White and Black and/or other races. 
'

NOTE: Regional factrs to bo usad to adjust the a and b parametsrs aro 0.88, 0,91, 0,89, and 0.81 for Northeas! Midwsst South, and West respectively.
To estimate non-Hispanic standard errois prior to 1984 for proverty and income charactaristicq multiply by tho appropriato factor in tablo B-2, For 1984 to

pros€nt, us€ tho paramotsrs ss thoy appear in the above tabl€ for total or Whito and Elack and/or other racss,

S(r-y) -

where S, and S, are the standard errors of the esti-
mates, x and y. The estimates can be numbers, per-
cents, ratios. etc. The correlation coefficient r, can be

determined from table B-3 for year-to-year compari-
sons for poverty or income estimates of numbers and
proportions; for other comparisons assume that r
equals zero. Making this assumption will result in
accurate estimates of the same characteristic in two
different areas, or for the difference between separate

t3)
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Table Br2. Factors to bo Applied to Non.Hispanic
Standard Errors for 1959.84

and uncorrelated characteristics in the same area.
However, if there is a high positive (negative) correla-
tion between the two characteristics, the formula will
overestimate (underestimate) the true standard error.

lllustration of the computation of the standard errot
of a difference. From table 15 the number of persons
belowthe povert), level in 1987 was 32,546,000 and in
I 986 was 32,370,000. The apparent difference is 1 76O00.
Using formula (1), the appropriate parameters from
table B-1 (a : -0.000041 and b = 9,628),the standard
errors on 32,546,000 and 32,370,000 are 520,000 and
51 8,000, respectively.

Therefore, using formula (3) with r : 0.45 from
table B-3, the standard error of the estimated differ-
ence of 176,000 is about

= 544000

This means that the 9O-percent confidence interval
around the 176,000 difference is from -694,000 to
1,046,000, i.e., 176,000 t 1.6 (544,000). Therefore a
conclusion that the average estimate of the difference
derived from all possible samples lies within a range
computed in this way would be correctfor roughly 90
percent of all possible samples. Since the interval
contains zero, we cannot conclude with g0-percent
confidence that the number of families below the
poverty level in 1987 is different from the figure for
1986.

Standard error of a median. The sampling variability
of an estimated median depends on the form of the
distribution and size of the base. One can approximate
the reliability of an estimated median by determining a
confidence interval about it. (See the section on sam-
pling variability for a general discussion of confidence
intervals.)

The following procedure may be used to estimate
the 68-percent confidence limits ( t 1.0 standard error)
of a median based on sample data.

1. Determine, using formula {2), the standard error
of the estimate of 50 percentfrom the distribution.

2. Add to and subtract from 50 percent the standard
error determined in step (1).

3. Using the distribution of the characteristic, deter-
mine upper and lower limits of the 68-percent
confidence interval by calculating values corre-
sponding to the two points established in step (2).

The formulas used to implement step (3) for
Pareto or linear interpolation are:

Pareto: XpH : *o[mln(ArlA']lA, 
(o]

Linear: 4n : RI+ {a2 - A1) + A1
r r 2  -  r t l  

( 5 )

where
XpH : estimated upper and lower bounds for the
confidence interval (0 < p < 1). For purposes of
calculating the confidence interval, p takes on the
values determined in step (2). Note that XeN esti-
mates the median when p = 0.50 is used in the
formula.
N : for distribution of n'umbers: the total number
of units (persons, households, etc.) for the char-
acteristic in the distribution.
= for distribution of percents: the value 1.0.
p : the values obtained in step (2).

Table 8.3. Year-to-Year Gorrelation Coefficients for Poverty and Income Estimates

Characteristic

Bolow poverty lcv€l All income l€ilrel8

1972.&lr or 1984€7 198:t{4r 1971-72 1970..11 195947

Persons Families Persons Families Persons Families Persons Families Persons Families

T o t a l . . .
Whh. ..
Bhc l t . . .
Otror racea.
Hbpanic

045
0.35
oA5
0.46
0.66

0.35
0.3{)
0.36
035
0.55

0.39
0.30
0.39
030
056

0.3[)
0.20
0.9)
0.9)
o47

0.15
0.14
0.t7
0.17
0.17

0.14
0.13
0.16
0.16
0.16

031
0,28
035
0.35
0.35

0.28
o.25
o,32
0.32
o.32

0.3n
0.9)
0.9,
0.9)
045

o.36
035
0.35
035
0.55

roorrelaton coeffcionts for 1g&t€4 aro lowsr than lho6o for 1S2{Xt or 19e4-1S85 becar.mo ot ttre phaso-in of thG new sample design.

NOTE:These conelation coofftclonts are for esffmates of consaculive years. fur estimates of nonconsacutivo y6ars, all correlalion coeffclents should be
assumed zero.



ArAz : the lower and upper bounds, re6pec-
tively, on the data interval in which the median
falls.
N1,N2 = for distribution of numbers: the esti-
mated number of units (persons, households,
etc.) with values of the characteristic greater than
or equalto A, and Ar, respectively.
= for distribution of percents: the estimated per-
cent of units (persons, households, etc.) having
values of the characteristic greater than or equal
to A.' and Ar, respectively.
exp is the exponential function.
Ln is the natural logarithm function.
A mathematically equivalent result is obtained by
using common logarithms (base 10) and antilog-
arithms.

4. Divide the difference between the two points
determined in step (3) by two to obtain the stand-
ard error of the median. For calculations of the
confidence interval in step (3), use Pareto interpo-
lation for any point in an income interval greater
than $2,500 in width, and linear interpolation oth-
erwise.

Since the new, more detailed income intervals used
in this report have $2,500 increments up to $4O,OO0
for households and families and up to $20,000 for
persons, and since Pareto interpolation will only be
used when a median income falls in an interval of
width larger than $2,500 (beginning with March 1980
CPS), this type of interpotation will setdom be needed
(i.e., only in cases wherethe estimated median income
exceeds $40,000 for households and families and
$20,000 for persons). For this reason, illustration of
the use of Pareto interpolation in computing a confi-
dence interval for a median has been omitted. An
illustration of this procedure can be found in the
source and reliability section of Current Population
Reports, Series P-60, No. 123.

Use of the above procedure could result in stand-
ard errors which differ slightly from those given in the
detailed tables. The reasons for this discrepancy are
the use of a more detailed distribution than that given
in the tables in determining the published standard
errors, and the rounding of the numbers to 1,000's in
the published tables. Linear interpolation was almost
always used to compute the published medians and
standard erors. Note that when combining distribu-
tions the resulting median may lie in an open-ended
interval. To calculate its standard error the user must
call Population Division of the Census Bureau to obtain
the detailed distribution.

lllustration of the computation of a conlidence inter-
val for a median.In table 5 the median income for
families was $30,853 in 1987. The size, or base, of the
distribution from which this median was determined
was 65,1 33,000 families.

Using formula (2) with b = 1,896, the standard
error of 50 percent on a base of 65,133,000 is
about 0.3 percent.

To obtain a 68-percent confidence interval on an
estimated median, add to and subtract from 50
percent the standard error found in step (1). This
yields percent limits of 49.7 and 50.3.

The lower and upper limits for the interval in
which the median falls are $30,000 and $32,500,
respectively (from table 5). Then, by addition, the
estimated numbers of families with an income
greater than or equal to $30,000 and $32,500 are
33,633,000 and 30,50&000, respectively.

Using formula (5), the upper limit for the confi-
dence interval of the median is found to be about
(041)S*t"TloT);fl'91?@rg2,600 -an000) + s),000 - s3r,0r030,50&000 - 33dB,oo0

Similarly, the lower limit is found to be about

(0'58)gP*rxTl009l'i1'9*'000p2,s00 - $,000) + a),ooo = $$,se730,508,000 - 33,633,000

Thus, a G8-percent confidence interval for the
median income for families is from $30,697 to
$31,010.

The standard error of the median is, therefore,

ry,6w'=$1s7

Standard error of a mean for grouped data. The
formula used to estimate the standard error of a mean
for grouped data is

s r=

In this formula, y is the size of the base of the
distribution and b is a parameter from table B-1. The
variance, 52, is given by the following formula:

1 .

4.

where x, the mean of the distribution, is estimated by

,' : 
,l 

pixi- x'

s
x =r!,,Prxt

(6)

(7)

(8)

c : the number of groups; i indicates a specific group,
thus taking on values 1 through c.
Pi : the estimated proportion of households, families
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or persons whose values, for the characteristic (x-
values) being considered, fall in group i.
xi = (Zi-,r + 4ltZ where \-1and Z, are the lower and
upper interval boundaries, respectively, for group i.
x, is assumed to be the most representative value for
the characteristic for households, families or persons
in group ir. Group c is open-ended, i.e., no upper
interval boundary exists. For this group the approxi-
mate average value is

* =f,2"-',

s*4y : 
6) ,r,

The standard error of the estimated number of fami-
lies, S' and the standard error of the estimated
number of persons with the characteristic in those
households. S' may be obtained from formula (1). In
formula (10), r represents the correlation coefficient
between the numerator and the denominator of the
estimate. In the above example, and for other ratios of
this kind, use 0.7 as an estimate of r.

Case 2: The number of persons having the character-
ist ic in a given family may be 0,1,2,3. or more; for
example, the mean number of children per family. For
ratios of this kind the standard error is approximated
by formula (10) but r is assumed to be zero. lf r is
actually positive (negative), then this procedure will
provide an overestimate (underestimate) of the true
standard error of the ratio.

NOTE: For estimates expressed as the ratio of x per
100y or x per 1,000y, formula (10) must be multiplied
by 100 or 1,000, respectively, to obtain the standard
error for Case 1 and Case 2.

lllustration of the computation of the standard error
of a ratio. As shown in table 19, the number of
families below poverty , x, was 7,059,000 and the
number of allfamilies, y, was 65,133,000. This means
that the ratio of families below poverty to all families
was 0.108 or 10.8 percent. The standard error of this
estimate (x/y) is calculated by using the following
steps:

1. Compute S, and S" using formula (1).

Sx - = 137,(M)

Sy - = 271,OO0
2. Compute (S,/x)z : 0.000377.
3. Compute 1Sr/v)2 : 0.000017.
4. Using formula (10) and Case 2 (r - 0), the esti-

mate of the standard error is

t 'o=@=o.oo2
This means that the 9O-percent confidence inter-

val for the ratio of families below poverty to all
famil ies is from about 0.105 to 0.111 or 10.5
percent to 1 1.1 percent.

(e)

Standard error of a tatio. Certain values for persons
in families or households may be calculated as the
ratio of two numbers. For example, the mean number
of children per family with children is calculated as

total number of children in families
total number of families with children

Standard errors for these means may be approxi-
mated as shown below. There are two cases to con-
sider. In either case, the denominator y represents a
count of families or households of a certain class, and
the numerator x represents a count of persons with
the characteristic under consideration who are mem-
bers of these families or households.

Case 1: There is at least one person having the
characteristic in every family or household of the
class: as an example, the mean number of persons
per f€mily or the mean number of children per family
with children. For ratios of this kind, the standard
errors are approximated by the following formula:

rFor lncome tables of families below the poverty level, uge
-$2,500 as the midpoint for "Loss" and 92O600 as the midpoint for
"$20,000 and over." For inoome of unrelaled individuals below the
poverty level, use $9,100 as the midpoint for "Loss" and 98 200 as
the midpoint for "$5,000 and ovet." For income tables for all
families, use -$5,000 for "Loss" and $58,000 for 't50,000 and over.,,
For the income deficit table, use 97,4d) as the midpoint of ,,$5,000
or more" interval and $4,900 for the '31,500 or more" interval.

x
v
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Appendix C. Underreporting of Income

In general, estimates of the number of income
recipients and amounts derived from household sur-
veys are somewhat less than comparable estimates
derived from independent sources based on admin-
istrative records such as tax returns, W-2 forms, and
Social Security benefit records. This underestimation
is commonly referred to as "underreporting." There
are three main causes for income underreporting in
surveys: 1) failure to report receipt of a specific
income type, 2) reporting an amount that was less
than the actual amount received, and 3) reporting the
source of income incorrectly.

Measuring the magnitude of underreporting in the
March CPS is difficult, especially for some income
types. First, to estimate underreporting of recipients,
an independent estimate of persons receiving the
income source at any time during the calendar year
must be calculated. While data on income recipients
by month are available for many government benefit
programs, no data are available for a calendar-year
period. Since the "turnover" in some programs such
as Aid to Families with Dependent Children and unem-
ployment compensation is significant, it is difficult to
derive a calendar-year recipient estimate from these
monthly administrative sources. Second, estimates
availablefrom administrative sources must be adjusted
to the CPS universe (noninstitutionat population). Third,
certain administrative sources are also subject to
errors. For example, tax filers tend to underreport
income on tax returns, therefore, establishing bench-
marks based on tax return data would not capture the
full extent of underreporting. Also, not all persons are
required to file tax returns.

Because it is easier to compute independent esti-
mates of the total amount of income received than the

number of income recipients, most estimates of under-
reporting are based on comparisons of aggregate
income amounts derived from independent sources
and survey data. This method of measuring underre-
porting combines the effects of all underreporting
causes listed earlier. This method is not without prob-
lems, however. There are, for instance, significant
differences between sources of independent esti-
mates for the same income type, especially for self-
employment, interest, dividends, and rental incomes.
Also, some independent estimates, such as the Bureau
of Economic Analysis'personal income series, undergo
revisions thereby substantially altering the measures
of underreporting.

Since the derivation of independent estimates is a
significant undertaking, it is only attempted periodi-
cally. The last detailed effort for the March CPS was
completed for 1 983. A summary of the underreporting
for key income sources is shown in table C-l. Overall,
the level of CPS underreporting was about 10 percent,
however, the level varied widely between individual
types of income. Underreporting tends to be more
pronounced for public assistance, unemployment and
workers' compensation, and property income. The
apparent survey overestimation for self-employment
income reflects the difficulty in developing compara-
ble independent figures.

Finally, various population subgroups receive a
higher proportion of their total income from certain
income sources, such as interest and dividends for the
elderly and public assistance for female-family house-
holders. The differential underreporting behueen income
types, therefore, affect the estimates 9f some popula-
tion subgroups more than others.

Table C-1. Comparisons of CPS Aggregate Money lncome in 1983 With tndependently Derived Estimates,
by Income Type

(Billions of dollars)

Sourco of incomo lndep€ndent 6stimato CPS estimate
CP$ as a porcont of

Independent

Tola l  . , .
Wages and salaries .
Salf{mployment
Social Socurityl
Supplemental Security Income .
Aid to Families With Dopendont Childron . .
Interest, dividends, and r€ntal income .
Vei.erans' payments.
unomploymont compensation,
Workers' compensation .
Privato, government, and military pensions

2AO2s
1,6i32,3

1t2.6
155.2

9.0
13.8

3154
14.0
26.1
14.1

110 .1

2,164.9
1,610.3

1g).1
142.3

7.A
10.5

143.2
8.8

t9.7
6.6

79.7

90.1
9S.0

115.5
91.7
84.9
76.0
454
63.3
755
47p
724

rlncludes Railroad Retirement b€nefits,





Appendix D. Facsimiles of GPS Ouestionnaires
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WHAT'S Y
It's ONLINE!
NOW whatever you do, wherever you go, we've got data for you.
In more depth than ever-

CENDATAtiI-the Census Bureau's online system-instantly
provides the facts you need for decisions in virtually every area.
It covers everything from ingots to elections, from rental vacancies
to retail sales, from median family income to milk cows in Minnesota.
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You can access CENDATA through DIALOG Information
Services, Inc. (800) 334-2564. Or call the Census Bureau on
(301) 763-2074 tor more information.

Now key statistics are just a phone call away.
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