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WORLD’S BEST AMPLIFIER
UNDER £1,000?

..

WORLD VERDICT

MVL INTEGRAL A2 S & & &

FEATURES An excel!ent performer. with
— = ary music. At present, it

. . } would be hard to inzagine
GREATER CLARITY AND REALISM achieved through patented circuitry and extremely low cistortion. the A2 being beaten at the

All instruments and voices sound real and whatever warmth or coldness was originally recorded is revealed. price.

; . K HI-FI WORLD MAY |999/
3 DIMENSIONAL SOUND STAGE brings every performance into the room.

CONSISTENT SOUND QUALITY regardless of volume quality remains constant, whether at C.5 Watt or at maximum rated output.
CONSTANT CONTROL speaker drivers are both pushed and pulled, never allowed to float, minimising back EM? effect.

EASY COMPONENT MATCHING due to high tolerance to source components, leads, speake~ impedence and sensitivity.

NO ‘BURN IN’ OR WARM UP REQUIRED sound is correct from first tum on, with no degradation of sound for the life of the unit.

5 YEAR WARRANTY providec free of charge.

100 Watts per channel RMS (8 ohms, both channels driven). “If you're after a genuinely WORLD VERDICT
$S°2 FREQUENCY CONTROL. Improves speaker performance traﬁsparent, naiaiGnd : @ @ @ @
by adjustable matching of frequenrcy response. effortless performer, the

$S°3 PHONO STAGE. Imprcves sound quality from Vinyl whilst A2+ is currently at the op S sy a R
open, the A2+ sets the pace
‘ at the price.
NINE LINE INPUTS. Five record outputs. (All switchable) L AR S HER O P HI-FI WORLD JUNE 1999

reducing surface noise and rumble. of the pile.”
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PLUS A RANGE OF OPTIONAL FEATURES NOT AVAILABLE ON ANY OTHER AMPLIFIER

@ OPTION PACK

o SS"| TAPE Eliminates tape hiss on analogue cassette/tape whilst * $§5°7 MINIDISC Improves quality of record / playback on MD
increasing frequency range. from all sources.

* $S%5 CD Enhances playback quality of CD by removing ‘digital $S°8 FM Improves quafity of FM / AM receivers.
edge’ yet retaining original attack. $S°10 DAB Improves quality of Digital Radio.

* $S8%6 CD Enhances playback from and recording to CD. Improves $S"13 NICAM improves quality of NICAM recewers.
recordings, particularly from vinyl records. §S*15 DAT Improves quality of record ” playback on DAT.

MVL A2: £895 inc. VAT Option Pack: £354 inc. VAT. For more information ring 01953 850800

.
MVL MVL Technology Limited, Northfield Mill, Wymondham, Norfolk NR 18 0DF
Tel: +44 (0) 1953 850800 Fax: +44 (0) 1953 851022 SOUND SENTINEL

SYSTEMS

Sound Sentinel® manufactured under licence f%r?&ﬂgéf&iiﬂﬂéﬁ‘e“" Sound Sentinef® is a registered trade mark.
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MONG my

early memories

of the delights
of home audio, |
remember the joy to
be had recording
hundreds of
compilations of truly
bad Eighties pop
music onto cassette. It
seems this obsession
isn’t just a thing of the
past. Digital recording
is one of the fastest
growing sectors of the
domestic audio indus-
try in terms both of
consumer sales and
technological

In addition to all this,
as usual we're stuffed
to the gunwhales with
all our regular fare of
new products, advice
and music reviews
plus our buying
guide...

Scoop!: our cover star,
Musical Fidelity’s new
A300. 150W per
channel of the famed
MF home cooking. Did
all that power go to
our heads” Read the
incorruptible Richard
White's report inside!
This month we take
an earful of Sony’s
DVP-7700 DVD player.
This natty-looking bit of
kit is Sony’s flagship
machine. Now that the
initial excitement that
greeted the introduc-
tion of DVD has
died down, are

development. This DVD-video
month we’ve taken the players still a
recording bull by the viable audio
horns with our CD-R format, con-
group test. Five cur- sidering the
rent models have been lofty arrival
thoroughly tried and of DVD-A and
tested by us. If you Sony-backed
can’t wait, turn SACD? DvD

straight to page 12!
Fanfaring a World

champion Jon
Marks reveals all.

9dod uowlig

How we test the products

e Hi-Fi World has its own
advanced test laboratory and
acoustically treated listening
room.

e Hi-Fi World has a dedicated
in-house team of experienced
listeners. We review thoroughly |
by extensive auditioning, rather
than by quick-fire group
listening tests.

| wee EBE
D;EE oeE =

e Hi-Fi World’s engineering team designs a wide range of products in-house. No
other hi-fi magazine is so expert and dedicated.

228 2@ @8 @
OUTSTANDING - GOOD - ADEQUATE - POOR -
Superb sound, some- Has strong merit. Mediocre in several Seriously flawed.
thing we'd use our- Well worth an areas. May be worth Not worth
selves. audition. auditioning. considering.
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DEALERS

68...
Hi-FI WORLD LIBRARY

70...
MEET YOUR MAKER

75...
SUBSCRIPTIONS

78...
DIAL-A-DEALER

Reviews
v Amplifiers

18... MUSICAL FIDELITY A300
INTEGRATED

Hi-Fi World gets a world exclusive with this
£1,350 heavyweight performer from the
Wizards of Wembley. Your referee: Richard
Write.

27... CAIRN ARIA INTEGRATED
The Old Maestro jon Marks puts this Gallic
competitor through its paces. Is this Cordon
Bleu or Poissons et Frites twice, luv.

37... CROFT EPOCH

ELITE PRE-AMP

An ail-valve offering with MM phono-stage
pits its wits against the black stuit.
Sweetness and light for £950? Now read
on..

v Compact Disc
12... CDR/W GROUP TEST

The World Team hope to lead you through
the minefield of post-cassette recording
machines. This month, we put CD-R/W
under the microscope.

25... SONY DVP-7700 DVD
Is DVD the coming thing. Prophet and part-
time seer Jon Marks has tried out Sony’s
£700 latest and thoroughly reckons its
chances.
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v Loudspeakers

23... TANNOY REVOLUTION r2
These are the bigger, floorstanding brothers
of the ris that set a new price standard for
build quality. Does the sound do the same?
Simon Pope investigates.

32... KEF CRESTA 2

British stalwarts KEF serve a mini otfering
for the budget market. Richard White takes
it for a run.

53... ARKAYDIS AS2

Hot on the heels of their popular ASC
‘speaker, Arkaydis present the nigher tech
AS2. Simon Pape finds out whether the
extra cash can be

heard.
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more for. £398 lets the Cyrus FM7.5 snow
you to your seat.
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71... MOBILES GET STATIONERY 119...

Jon Marks checks out three interconnects MEASURED

that help you get hi-fi performance from PERFORMANCE

o your portable!

v MiniDisc 197
33... AIWA AM-F70 Featlll'es READERS’
Mr Marks gets mobile with this latest 50... MALAYSIA AUDIC SHOW CLASSIFIEDS
portable MD from Aiwa. Noel Keywood gets Far East of Suez on his

trip to the 1999 Malaysia show, and won- 138...

ders who is making the biggest noise in the ADVERTISERS’
v Tuners marketplace. INDEX
21... TEAC T-R460 FM/AM 27 Music Reviews

Like listenirg to the wireless but don’t want

L]
to breax the bank? We tune in to the = 72...
modestly priced Teac... > ROCK AND POP
: ' Record Of

39... CYRUS FM7.5 The Month:

...alternatively you mav decide that the Travis
Proms once a year is worth spending a little The Man I;VhO

74...
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76...
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| 77...
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campaign audio design

Getting a better. more involving sound often
} means spending a lot of hard earned money. It's
| such a waste. because every system can benefit
from our cables and accessories. at a fraction of
the cost of some new “black box™. Here are
) some of the ways we can help,

&/ We have Linear Crystal Oxygen Free Copper
| Lt ; interconnects (£12.48) up to High Purity Sitver
| cubles (£89.00) and high definition loudspeaker

cables in Silver Plaied Copper or Pure Silver.

" Our mains cables add weight, power and scale,
and with non-inductive RF filtering (£10.00) and over-voltage protection (£3.00)
| enhance performance still further. Gold plated AV cables. both RF (£17.95) and
OFC Scart (£19.21). help bring picture quality in line with NICAM sound resolution
Valves, capacitors and transistors are all microphonic. They cannot perform opti-
mally it vibrated. Our set of three brass isolation cones are worth their weight in
gold - revealing low level resolution and dynamics hitherto hidden beneath elec
tronic noise. We also have a cure for your noisy fridge or central heating motor
(£3.50). enabling you to throw away your big mains noise suppressor, which has
been giving you that “sat upon sound” for years. There's lots we can do to bring

you closer to the emotion and energy of the performance. So confident are we. that

we offer a 14 day money back guarantee

Ring or write for details:

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN
Llandudno Road (HW)
Cardiff CF3 8PG
Tel:- 01222 779401
Website: http://business.virgin.net/cad.cables/

euRoCAAD

| ———]
~ Trade and International Enquiries Welcome. . VISA

P O. Box 383 Brentwood Es-ex CM14 4GB
Tel: 01277 227355 Fax: 1277 224103 w»math info@urtuair.damon eo.uk

AUDIO
ILLUSION

23 Langley Broom
Langley

Berkshire SL3 SNB
TEL: 01753 342761

from £449....

4808 FACE NORD
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Glve your music a

New Dimension.

‘Sell your soul to buy this, or suffer in eternity.
The best Hi-fi we've heard this year’
T3 June 1999

| have to applaud NAD for doing such & nice job with SilverLine’
Hi-fi Choice April 1999

"Gorgeous build guality and a lush, smooth but c.ose-detailed sound’.
What Hi-fi? May 1999

New Acoustic Dimension

),
=
=
—
Q
=
N

A new NAD for a new millennium
A stunning new ranige of true auciophile components
which set new standarcs - even for NAD

The SilverLine remairs faithful to the traditional NAD philosophy
of high performance ard sound quality combined with excellent
value for money and ease of use

Contact us at the address below for more information

AudioClub
Dept WHF, 15 Faraday Road
Aylesbury HP19 3RY
Tel 0700 00 AUDIO
0700 00 28346
web: www.nad.co.uk




SACD NEWS
T'S official! SACD is to be launched in
Europe “early this Autumn”. This

information comes from Sony’s SACD

Europe newsletter which includes news on
both hardware and software. In the war of
the formats it appears that SACD wins the
marketing battle. As it stands at the
moment, there are no less than 15 hard-
ware manufacturers and 18 recording
companies supporting DSD technology.

SACDs main champions, Sony and
Philips claim they are both "working
closely in the development of stereo and
multi-channel production systems”
according to David Walstra, the general
manager of Sony International (Europe).
Whether this is relevant to the Autumn
launch remains to be seen, as the only
products liable 10 be launched are proba-
bly the SCD-1 player and partnering
amplifiers and speakers that are currently
available in Japan. The first products are

SUPER AUDIO CD

aimed at the “audiophile” (someone who
likes classical and jazz with money, per-
haps?) and therefore are at the higher
priced end of the market.

There is, of course, a larger market for
this kind of audiophile customer in Japan
than there is, for example, in the UK. In
Japan, Sony had apparently sold more
than 400 SACD players to traders by the
end of June and have at least 100 units in
back orders, so it appears that Sony pre-
dict Japanese sales figures to be high. It
only remains to see how it will take off in
Europe.

SINGING IN THE RAIN

you like!

BVIOUSLY intended for use outdoors during a

typical British summer, KEF’s new Ci 5000AW

is designed lo be completely waterproof.
Whether or not it's cold barbecued sausage-proof is not
specified, unfortunately!

The ‘speaker is supplied with a mounting bracket for
optimun positioning, and KEF claim the Ci 5000AW
could even he employed on an ocean going yacht!
Power handling is quoted al 70W at 8Q. There’s plenty
of room for artistic creativity since the ‘speakers are fin-
ished in a material which may be painted in any colour

A pair of Ci 5000AWs will set you back £299.99.

4

) It .;a‘l’:"-

INN have unveiled what they

claim to be the “most versatile,

etficient and accurate amplifier
ever made”. The Klimax 500 Solo Power
Amplifier can apparently deliver over
500watts of power using Linn’s own
‘Silent Power’ technology. However, the
amplifier weighs less than 10 kilos, is
about the size of a LP sleeve and is less
than Scm thick!

The case forms the heat exchanger to
dissipate the power form the circuitry and
also screens the internal electronics.
Inside there are two separate circuit
boards, one for Linn’s own ‘Brilliant’
switch-mode power supply and the other
deals with the audio side of things.

Linn Products Ltc.,

Floors Road,
Waterfoot,
Eaglesham,

Glasgow G76 OEP
Tel: 0141 307 7777

KEF Audio (UK) Ltd.,
Tovil,

Kent ME15 6QP

Tel: 01622 672 261

MIGHTY DVD

eridian describe their new 800 Reference player as the most advanced DVD
in existence. Apparantly it's crammed full of high tech iacilities, with a com-
puter style card configuration and downloadable software to ease the slip-
pery upgrade path. The player is DVD-ROM based ior “exact data requirements” and
has options for future video input. It is also available in three types of chassis.
A Meridian 800 Reference (with the standard chassis) can be yours for the princely
sum of £8530 .
Meridian Audio Ltd.,
Stonehill,
Huntingdon,
Cambs PE18 6ED
Tel: 01480 52144
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I news

KENW/OOD

KENWOOD’S FUTURE PROMISE

ENWOOD recently unveiled their new line of audio vertically or horizontally. There is 20watts x 2 of power and the

delights to the assembled press corps. The main empha-  CD section has the bonus of HDCD compatibility.

sis was on a new generation of ‘Concept Systems’ Kenwwod Electronics UK Ltd.,
which aim to bring new standards and technology to the world Kenwood House
of audio midi-systems. The Avino VH-600 features a CD receiver Dwight Road,
which has a natty Dual Layout Configuration, where the LCD Herts. WD18EB
readout acts like a spirit level and will work e:ther Tel: 01923 816 444

TECHNICS NEW
SUPER MINI

ECHNICS’ intend their new
MiniDisc recorder to bring a

“fundamentally superior level

of pertormance” to the market. To

serve the demands oi the increasing

number of digital sources, there are

PAHA NUBMAL two optical digital inputs. S} uses 20-
ARASOUND, the US audio company, have announced the launch of a new
amplifier rated at a monster 350w per channel into 842, or 600 into 4€2. [ ow
level operation claims Class A up to 15W per channel.

Distributed by CSE in Yorkshire, the HCA-3500 has a direct coupled circuit, and

bit A/D and D/A converters and once
in the ‘domain’ are “manipulated with
24-bit precision” to optimise sound
quality. In addition to the usual MD
features such as text entry, there 1s a
apparantly has no inductors or capacitors in the signal path. The class A driver stage timer function for both recording and

employs MOSFETs and the output stage employs 12 Beta-matched 60MHz bipolar tran- playback for further versatility.

sistors. For all its claims to high quality, it
The HCA-3500 is available now at a retail price of £2200 is priced at a not unreasonable
Parasound. £229.99, available now.
CSE, Technics UK
Unit 9, Panasonic House,
Centre Park Holdings, Willoughby Road,
Tockwith, Bracknell,

York YOS5 8QF,
Tel: 01423 359054

Berks RG12 8FP
Tel: 01344 862444
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Sunglasses by Ray-Ban,
suit by Cerruti,
watch by Cartier,

Hi-Fi by Marantz.

Telephone: 01753 680868 Internet: www.marantz.com



FANGS FOR THE MEMORY
ERFECT Pitch Music, the compa-

ny that produced the Francinstein
Stereo Enhancer and the Dacula

DAC, have announced a new range of
products.

The Hammer Horror names are
replaced by more traditional model num-
bers and the emphasis is on both digital
and analogue products. One exception to
the rule is the Francenstein-Actif which
replaces the old Stereo Enhancer.

Anmong the new "Palm-Top” products
are the 20-bit Micro-1DAC (£166) and the
SRC-1 jitter device (£273), which in addi-
tion to re-clocking also reduces low-fre-
quency transport jitter. The Control-1 is a
palm-sized valve preamp with class-A
signal chain and a class-A headphone
amp, priced at £190.

Next up, the BUFR-1 is a two stage
butter that tits between system compo-
nents to maximise the signal transfer.
There is also a phono stage, named the
RIAA-1 priced at £119. Another more
esoteric product, Le Scarabée (£85) is
placed between the amplifier and loud-
speaker in the attempt to produce a more
open and detailed sound.

All of the products are available from
the address below and also from the
Periect Pitch web site www.perfect-
pitch.demon.co.uk

Perfect Pitch Music Ltd.,
60 Avenue d’lena
75116 Paris,

France.

Tel: +33 (0)147 235 402

AMSUNG may not be the first

name which springs to mind

when you think of domestic
audio. However, the Korean company are
the third largest electronics company in
the world are fairly major-league players
in the DVD market. This is marked by the
introduction of two new players to the UK
market, one of which is intended to erect
new standards for entry level imachines.

The DVD709 has a recomimended

retail price of £279 and is compatible
with Dolby Digital, MPEG2 and DTS. For
those who use ‘just’ two speakers, the

QUESTING FOR

FTER twelve years, Arcam are

handing over the promotion and

distribution of Audioquest cables
in the UK to Goldring. Although dealers
will continue as pefore, from 1st
September all information will be han-
dled by Goldring Praducts Ltd. at Bury St
Edmunds.

Arcam’s MD, John Dawson said “We
are delighted to able to hand over this
superb product range to such a capable
company”.

Goldring Products Ltd.,
8 Greyfriars Road,
Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk 1P32 78X

Tel: 01824 70101

Spatialiser 3D 15 designed to suggest sur-

round sound from a simple stereo output.

Another model, the DVD909 (£379),
ncludes all the features of the 709 plus
both coaxial and optical digital outputs,
and two stereo PCM outputs. The front
panel features a jog wheel control and
headphone socket.

Samsung Electronics Ltd.,

Samsung House,

225 Hook Rise South,
Surbiton

Surrey KT6 7LD

Tel: 0181 391 8299

p

MiniDisc Group Test

After last months round up of recordable
CD machines, we turn our attention to
an even more comjract disc! The best
MiniDisc recorders are tested out, and
the winner will face last months winner

in the ultimate battle of digital recording!

NEXT MONTH’S ISSUE

Acoustic Precision
FR1 loudspeaker

The tiny cabinet is made from poly-
styrene and there’s only cne drive unit
bolted onto the front. Saund unusual? It
is. Check out next month's issue for a
full report.

Here is merely a selection of the equipment we hope to bring ycu in just four weeks time:

Arcam Alpha 7SE
CD player

Arcam take pricle in presenting their new
baby. Hailed as the future of budget CD
replay, this is the latest disc spinner from
the popular British manufacturer. We
sive it a listen next month.

HI-FI WORLD
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group test

Hi-Fi World’s editorial team take you
through the ins and outs of Recordable
CD, testing five top recorders in the

process.

HERE'’S no denying it, the rise of
I CD-R has been dramatic. The late

Eighties saw the beginning of the
end for cassette tape with the introduction
of digital recording media such as DCC
and DAT. The former, as we all know,
went belly up, while the latter is rarely
seen in living rooms but is a professional
industry standard. In the home, however,

neither fulfilled its promise as the digital
age’s answer to the humble cassette.
Now, however, the digital recording
format war is well and truly underway. In
addition to MiniDisc’s current popularity,
two of last year’s five best-selling CD

components happened to be Philips
recorders! Some of these sales could be
due to the increase in home studio buy-

PAGE 12 I OCTOBER 1999

THE BURNING ISSUE

ers, who master their efforts onto record-
able CDs, but it still signifies that a lot of
people are buying CD recorders to make
compilations or archive their favourite
tracks.

YOU CAN BE sure that CD-R/RW is
here to stay. Manufacturers such as
Philips, Marantz and Pioneer see it as a
more than viable medium for thefuture.
In the following pages we take a selec-
tion of five machines currently available
and test them for features, ease of use,
recording quality and playback calibre.
Read on to find out which model we
think you should purchase, and why.

BUYING DISCS -
IT ISN’T SO EASY

HERE are two types of record-
able Compact Disc: for com-
puters and “for audio”. The
latter carry SCMS anti-copy code to
prevent digital copies of copies. SCMS
equipped recorders - mostly recent
models - will reject non-SCMS comput-
er discs. Only “for audio” discs guaran-
Computer CD-Rs

will play on most CD players, all old

tee compatibility.

models and some new, but not SCMS

equipped recorders. CD-RWs will only

play on recent players, for another rea-
son: low reflectivity of their phase
change layer. Older players are too
insensitive to read CD-RWs.

So beware when buying discs. At

present it is a minefield

DIGITAL AUDIO

REWRITABLE

FOR CONSUMER

HI-Fl WORLD



T present, this is Philips’ flagship

domestic recorder, an improved

version of the recently defunct
'870. The ergonomics remain good - a
quick glance through the instruction man-
ual merely confirms how intuitive the
'880 is in use with its front-panel controls.

The quality of the digital recording was

spot on and as close to the original as you
can get without splitting hairs through a
very pricey system! A selection of tracks
was burned onto CD-RW and, despite the
extreme diiference of levels between a
Kraftwerk track and the following opus
from Goldie (no digital recording level is
present on these machines), the finished
result \was very satisiying in its overail
cohesion. The minute electronic detailing
in both of these tracks was present in
abundance, demonstrating that pretty

PHILIPS

COMPACT DOC RICOADER CORISO

HIS is the odd man out here in

that all the other machines

employ Philips mechanisms;
Pioneer have their own technology. This
player has actually been around since the
first days of domestic CD-RW, so in
everyday use it's bettered by newer
machines. Where the Pioneer does have
an advantage is in the facility dept. As
well as all the typical features there’s Skip
ID, which puts info on the disc not play
selected tracks. Somewhat bizarrely, this
info will be picked up by a compatible
machine, giving you the option to skip or
not. The question is, though, why skip
tracks you’re bothering to record?

Compared with the other recorders,

the '555RW takes quite a bit longer to
read discs. In some cases it didn’t suc-

Mvoneer

CDR ’CD RW

FASY RECUORDING OPFRATION
Pt toras | @ry ghote rweret Sk

PHILIPS CD-R 880
£499.95

much nothing was lost in the duplication
process.

Analogue recordings were equally
impressive. The analogue recording level
control meant that it was possible to
achieve a more uniform overall volume
match from tune to tune on compilations,
a bonus when compared with favourite
line-ups culled from digital sources.

| recorded primarily from two LPs with

PIONEER
PDR-555RW
£459.90

cessfully read healthy discs until the sec-
ond or even third attempt. Other features
such as manual selection of digital inputs
also add time (albeit only seconds) to the
recording process.

Usability aside, the Pioneer does its
recording job extremely well. The

i

OCTOBER 1999

L group test

very different dynamic ranges, Talvin
Singh’s OK and Anne-Sophie Mutter play-
ing Tchaikevsky’s Violin Concerto with
the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra. Both
came out tops, with the unmistakable
smoothness of vinyl violins in the
Tchaikovsky captured near-pertect, while
the rumbling bass (not from the turntable |
hasten to add!) of the Talvin Singh album
was also present and correct. In addition,
the Philips erases individual tracks and
whole discs very quickly indeed, so tea-
making and thumb-twiddling are kept to a
minimum.
The only downside to the '880 is its
playback - not that it's bad, it
could just do with more
warmth and depth. On the
plus side, both openness
and detail score well

Kraftwerk and Goldie tracks held togeth-
er with no loss of rhythmic drive and
thrust, although some of the low-level
detail in the upper frequencies didnt
make it through.

After setting the analogue recording
level for optimum quality ! proceeded to
load up the CD-RW with my record col-
lection. Again, there was plenty of drive
from both Talvin Singh’s basslines and
the percussion and bass sections of the
Vienna Philharmonic.

Playback was a bit of a mixed bag,
with a solid bass response marred by a

midrange which could have
done with being more open.
But as an all-round performer,
the Pioneer is still worthy of
consideration.
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group test

HIS is the most expensive player

here, so expectations were high. It

actually looks the most expensive
too, with a fairly sturdy construction that
encompasses a thick, aluminium front
panel. Marantz, as befits the specialist hi-
fi wing of the Philips empire, have taken
the standard mechanism from their parent
company and tweaked a bit here and
there inside the chassis to lift performance
levels.

The under-bonnet alterations have
worked too, producing digital recordings
that were as clear as a bell and as clean
as a freshly-powdered baby’s hottom;
there was no audible difference between

N unusual job this one: a com-

bination of CDRW recorder and

bona-fide CD player. The draw-
ers are placed each side of the central
information panel, with the controls set
out more or less mirror fashion to match.
Naturally there are fewer buttons on the
‘play only’ side but ex-users of double
cassette machines will be familiar with
this. Both sides can be used as a double
player, complete with random track
choice and so on.

The CDR 765 costs around £380 -
which sounds like a bargain. A slight
snag of course is that most people by
now have bought a CD player with
which they are presumably happy; so
perhaps it's better to look at the extra
replay facilities as a bonus. One advan-
tage of this arrangement if you're in a
hurry is the ability to make high speed

L' LT} wtor L ]
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MARANTZ DR700
£599.90

original and copy. Goldie, Kraftwerk and
an unaccompanied choral piece by
Purcell all sounded spacious and detailed
Listening to my vinyl compilation
almost tempted me to use the CD-R
instead of the turntable because it was so

PHILIPS CDR-765
£360

dubs from CD without the sacrificing any
of the quality.

For ‘proper’ recording, first in to bat
was our well-loved CD of Stravinsky’s
Firebird. The Philips treated this disc of
dynamic extremes pretty equably, although
listening back revealed the slightest round-
ing off of the corners. This effect which did
not appear to affect less complex musical
mixes like (most) jazz and rock, so for most

ia"pOGGI'OIO

q
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convenient. Talvin Singh’s OK had meaty,
smooth bass, and an impressive sound
stage depth. The same went for Anne-
Sophie Mutter’s violin, which was full
toned and rich, the orchestral strings
matching the sound note tor nole.

In purely playback terms, the DR700
sounds genuinely like a good £300-£350
machine. It possesses a fast, responsive
presentation with tight, focused bass and

unfatiguing treble, all of which
means this recorder is
happy to handle any genre
you can throw at it.
Definitely a solid all-round
performer.

purposes the things are fine.

Equally promising was the recording
made of a play on Radio Four. Stereo
imaging and vocal realism were well-
retained; indeed the plinkety-plonk syn-
thesized background music sounded a
mite better than the original!

Tucking into some renaissance dance
music on vinyl showed the CDR 765 at
its least effective. It’s not easy to put a
finger on just why, but the sackbuts and
shawms seemed ‘edgy’ on replay.
However, compared with any but the
dearest cassette, it was knockout; some-
thing it’s easy to forget now that digital
recording is so well domesticated.

The CDR 765 packs a lot of value for

money. When comparing it with its
rivals, you need to decide whether the

‘free” extra CD player will earn its

keep.

-
e man

~ PHILIPS i1
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group test

RAXDATA may be one of the less

familiar names in hi-fi but the

Traxaudio 900 (£500) is a stickler
for the black box tradition. Despite this,
though, it is stylishly turned out with a
neat array of buttons and a fairly intuitive
operating procedure for anyone who's
previously used cassette or Minidisc.

Eight free re-writable CD’s were
included in the package we received,
which cuts out the nail-biting procedure
of trying to decide which brand to buy -
and, of course saves a few bob at point of
sale!

First up was lucky dip with the tuner.
Let’s face it, copying CDs, besides
being of questionable legality, is not
the prime reason for having record-
ing apparatus. Radio in the Proms
season is a far better reason, and
Chopin’s piano concerto’s have

difficult one, this. Of all the
group tests we've run, no other
in has thrown up products so
closely matched in terms of performance.
We have to remember that CD-RW is still
comparitively new technology and, like
CD in the early days, this similarity of
performance owes a lot to the limited
number of CDR mechanism manu-
Wraany
=2 Sy

TRAXDATA
TRAXAUDIO 900
£499.90

enough light and shade to show CDRW'’s
abilities. The Traxaudio 900, thank good-
nesss, gave few signs of the dryness which
can mar digital recording at home.
Orchestral attack was well-captured, and

the delicacy of the piano was well worth
hearing once it'd battled its way through

THE VERDICT

facturers (basically, Philips and Pioneer).

When it comes to recording and play-
back quality, the Marantz DR-700 takes
first place. Considering that it’s the most
expensive in the test this should be no
real surprise. Marantz’s knack of produc-
ing quality CD players at sensible prices
has been put to good use in this
machine. As a consequence, it’s easy to
forget that this is a recording machine,
not just a more-than-capable player.

The twin-deck CDR-765 has to be
accorded high marks simply on the score
of value for money and because it's the

first one of its kind. Apparantly the buy-

ing public agrees; it's one of the top-sell-

ing five CD seperates in the UK. For ease
of use and quick, on the spot recording,
not to mention high-speed dubbing,

there's not much to touch it.
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all the nose-blowing and coughing.
Recording from analogue vinyl can be
the making or breaking of a recorder.
Deutsche Grammophon'’s composer-
approved Carmina Burana is a good test:
plenty of bass thumps and cymbal tingles.
Very fair was the verdict. It's true to say
that the dryness could be spotted in A-B
comparisons but the recording neverthe-
less stood up well in its own right.
Switching over to a digital source -
dear old Diana Krall again! - there was
scarcely any discernable difference on
playback. Plainly any distortion was with-
in the given range for mid-price CD
replay standards
While not the cheapest of
the group, the Traxaudio 900
has an obliging manner with
playback that might be well
worth the extra pennies.

There is very little to choose between
the remaining three models. The Pioneer
has been around for a while and,
although well built, loses out slightly on
and ease and speed of use, whilst the
Philips CDR-880 is a reliable workhorse
with commendable playback quality. The
Traxdata recorder is very similar to the
older Philips CDR870 in the performance
stakes., whilst being priced at about the
same level as the CDR-880.

Any of these machines can be relied
upon to do their job more than adequate-
ly. They all feature the same functions
and facilities in one way or another, and
the only slight differences tend to occur
in playback performance.

CDRW is a newish domestic format
which is suddenly looking affordable. At
this rate, it won't be long before the sec-
ond generation of recorder-players is
knocking at the door, and then the ques-
tion of whether or not to keep a seperate

CD player will be even harder to decide.

HI-FI WORLD
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Full 4 way system . 5th generation Uni-Q® technology - 15" dual suspension LF driver
individually selected crossover components - 3 dedicated separate enclosures - 25mm

braced MDF constructian - bespoke gold plated hardware - fine veneer and lacquer finish

Designed on computer - fine tuned by ear . hand built by music lovers
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REFERENCE SERIES MODEL 109

THE MAIDSTONE

KENT ENGINEERING & FOUNDRY
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review

Richard White wonders watt’s
what with Musical Fidelity’s
150W A300.

at at the window of my luxury apart-

ment, watching the lights dancing on

the surface of my mug of Co-op 99.
Suddenly the telephone rang. hurrying to
the hall and defily liiting the knitted crino-
line lady, | answered under my impenetra-
ble incognito:

“Special Agent White - Secret Service,
Tooting Branch.’

“Ah! White, get to IHeadquarters,

pronto!”
It was the voice of Major Pope, Ilead of
Dept. | glanced at my wristwatch. Eleven
fifteen. Obviously a serious matter to get
the Major out of bed before mid-day.

“Now, White, we’re sending you on a
special review mission on a brand new
high power integrated amplifier”

Major Pope looked across his desh
quizzically. | could sense his keen ‘brain’
searching for weakness or hesitation.

“Something troubling you, Captain
White?

“Well, sir, it’s just that | don’t think
helty integrateds are my thing, sir. I've

always been a low-power pair of
monoblocs, pre-amp and sensitive loud-
speaker hind of chap. | just don ¢ think I'm
cut out for the big stuff, sir. That’s all sir.”

Major Pope narrowed his eyes to
steely slits. Iis glasses fell off....

ONE OF THE GREATEST pleasures
in my liie is reviewing a powerful integrat-
ed amplifier. Musical Fidelity’s latest amp
is certainly on the weighty sicle but it car-
ries it very well. The new ‘A’ series look
combines rampant monumentalism with a
goodly dose of pure style. Casting an eye
over the armour-plated brushed alumini-
um fascia, your attention is caught by the
slightly nautical-tooking volume knob in
burnished brass. Neat push switches
select inputs via ‘nternal relays - this is an
unusual and welcome refinement in an
amplifier which costs less than £1500.
When the amplifier is switched off, the
last setting in use becomes the defaull
when it is fired uo again.

Form tollows iunction on the back
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panel as well. Towering over the sur-
rounding countryside are the mother and
father of all loudspeaker terminals. |
should think that these would stand you
in good stead if you fancied doing a bit of
arc welding on the side but, be that as it
may, they provide no excuse for poor
connections to the ‘speakers. Selection of
MC or MM phono amplification is by
loggle button - fitted on the back o avoid
possible problems with prying little fin-
gers. In case bi-amping or seli-powered
‘speakers are required, there are also ‘pre-
amp out’ sockets.

Taking a peek under the bonnet, the
layout follows Musical Fidelily’s custons
ary neatness with individual toroidal
power transiormers and amplification cir-
Cuitry facing across a ‘corridor’, with the
volume pot in the middle. Generous
heatsinks are arranged to convect heated
air out of the top vents and to draw the
necessary cooling air in underneath.

Looks aren’t everything, of course. If
you're going o shell out £1399 ior an

HI-FI WORLD
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amplifier, it has to sound more than just
alright, although with 150W/channel inlo
8Q, power should not be a problem! The
idea is not for the amplifier to be driven
flat-out into the least sensitive ‘speakers
you can find. Instead, the true benefits are
gained using a ‘normal’ loudspeaker,
allowing the amplification a generous
amount of headroom. In this way, nothing
you play, no matter how fast, complex or
furious should faze your system. The
question is, is this something that can be
heard?

HAVING HUMPED the A300
into place and connected all the
bits, | certainly felt that I deserved
some music. For a light but satisty-
ing snack on CD, | turned first to
Dvorak’s American string quartet,
tastefully played in this instance by
the Schidlof Quartet on the Linn
label. One of the benefits which
was truly apparent immediately
was the sense of efiortlessness with
the sound. There's not a lot oi
power needing to be shifted with a
string quartet but the gains were
felt in speed and sparkle.
Interestingly the ‘cello had gained a
rather more bassy texture than the nasal
sawing you sometimes hear. Well, well!...
the true sound of the instrument peeping
through!

| decided to leave the stiffest lest -
vinyl - il last and take a wander among
the arr-waves. Stumbling across the late
Dennis Brown’s To The Foundation. |
realize synthesized keyboards are a some-
what peculiar test for ‘natural’” reproduc-
tion, but there’s something to be atlained
nonetheless. In this case, the ambience
from the system gave a very ’live’ feel to
the music. For those who know the track,
have you ever wished that the flute

HI-FI WORLD

player had tuned up beforehand?!

Radio 1 happened to be plugging
Central Reservation when | arrived. which
featured something rather interesting in
the mandolin line - or it may have been a
plucked fiddle. What's certain is the true
booty verve which the A300 was applying
to my loudspeakers, not just in the bass
but all over. Even high order rhythmic
monotony gains a little when reproduced
with this amount of real power.

ONE PROBLEM which can atftlict
high power amplification is quiescent-

state noise and low-gain distortion. You
know the sort of thing - the rush ot the sea
over a pebbled beach which seems to be
par for the course with PA equipment! My
personal acid test for this is an old
L’Oiseau Lyre recording of Thurston Dart
playing the oh-so-guiet clavichoid. It this
is played at a true volume level, it doesn’t
take much amplitier noise to swamp it
allogether. Irritatinglv, considering that
time was pressirg, the reproduction was
so entrancing that | round I'd listened out
both sides, so | tk nk it’ll probably do! By

the way, let’s not forget what a restilt of
this kind says for the quality of the phono
stage - | understand that the A300’s phono
circuitry is intended to be a significant
upgrade on the well-known (and well
reviewed) X-LP, and it certainly sounds it.

By now you will realize that | was
forming an extremely high opinion of the
A300. For one thing, | was able to ‘fit and
forget’: once the simple process of plumb-
ing it in was accomplished, | just listened
to music, pure and simple. Having tried
and failed to catch it out with an
enormous range of difierent styles,
I came to the conclusion that
Musical Fidelity’s big new baby is
one of those all-too-rare beasts
which simply gets on with it, send-
ing scores of well-hbehaved watls to
the loudspeakers without trying to
hog the limelight itself.

If you've ever wondered what
high-enders get out of spending
untold thousands on their kit,
£1399 spent on a Musical Fidelity
A300 integrated will give you a
pretty heavy hint.

Musical Fidelity A300 £1399

Musical Fidelity Ltd.

15/16, Olympic Trading Est.,
Fulton Road,

Wembley, Middx.,

HA9 OTF

Tel: 0181 900 2866

WORLD VERDICT
D2

High power integrated with phono.

Exquisite musical manners with power

to spare. Sets a new standard in its

price bracket.

I Measured Performance see page 119
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In the beginning there was darkness

Then God created Music and it was good
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The new Classic series of turntables from Pro-ject
Composer series loudspeakers from Vienna Acoustics

Somehow the world seems a better place

Stunningly finished in piano lacquer and beautiful veneers
these Austrian creations are as pleasing to the eye as they are to the ear.
Classic turntables from £360, Composer loudspeakers from £650

Henley Designs Etd

The Old Cauch House,

The Street. Crowmarsh Giftord,
Wallingford., OxTordshire. OXi0 8 H
Tel: 01491 834700, Fax: 01491 834722
e-mail: henley.designsf virginuonet

World Radio History
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) a tasteful
th and 19th-century
Brend| is a keen per-
n, it was no surprise to
nd a able interpretation of the

~ C major Sonata in his programme.

a high-end alarm clock. Search-by-style
and other RDS features are all provided,
including the potentially useful ‘name that
un-named station’ option. With untold
conumercial/pirate stations lacking RDS
information, a well-spent minute or two
would save “what on earth is this sup-
posed to be?” puzzlement.

NOT CONTENT with solely FM, the
'R460 offers MW as well. Although the
greal(?) days of “Two-Four-Seven, Me
d'Yum Waaave...” are long gone, numer-
ous local stations are still sojourning
there. So, though not the most transparent
of sources, it still has its uses.

One happy turn-up for the books was
the fact that the LED signal strength meter
is exactly that, rather than the all-too-
common yes/no light. Some of the stations

HI-FI WORLD

Piano is the instrument of choice for
checking midrange, and in the Teac’s case
it was mostly present and correct. Still,
having detected a lack of that indefinable
‘presence’, | listened keenly to the com-
mentary and announcements and came to
the conclusion that these could have been
crisper and more incisive.

Radio 1 can seldom be accused of a
dry tonal balance, so | dipped in to what
turned out to be Gorilla’s Do Or Die.
What with the catalogue of sound effects, |
was left wondering whether the record
had been as clearly mixed as it might have
been, although every one of the
T-R460’s 42dB of stereo separation seemed
to be in action. Budget tuners oiten come
a cropper down in the lower octaves, but
the Teac kept its cool here with basslines
well catered for, but not to excess.
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At the price, the Teac is a workman-
like tuner that goes about its work without
fuss. It's not going to knock Denon’s
revamped classic of’ its top-spot, but sen-

sitive tuning plus a broad spread of fea-
tures mean that value for money is its
strong point.

Teac T-R460 £120

Teac

5 Marlin House,
The Croxley Centre,
Watford,

Herts. WD1 8YA
Tel: 01923 819630

WORLD VERDICT

| An inexpensive and versatile tuner, dif-
| ficult to fault as such. Sound quality on
| the dry side.




Vi Audio Scene Hazlemere Audio

ragquty Chesterfield

Audio Systems Ltd. 01246 204005 01494 865829

P.O. Box 383

The Right Note
High Wycombe Bristol
01225 874728

BientwoodicM14 468 Progressive Audio  The Music Mill Walrus Systems
Fax: 01277 224103 Near Gillingham Edinburgh London high-tech for music
Tl 01634 389004 0131 555 3963 0171724 7224 Britsh amplifiers handmade in a

VIBRATION CONTROL
PLATFORMS AND THE
MODULAR AUDIO
SUPPORT SYSTEM

UNIQUE PATENTED
PLATFORM DESIGN !!
The NEW Resonance
Control Hi Fi Cabinet Range

It's refreshing to find a complete isolation
system that values aesthetics as highly as it
does sonic benefits -

Mr P M Rodwell, Cornwall.

Thanks!! The improvement is astonishing and
after hearing and trying other audio stands, the
performance of BASE is second to none -

Mr M Slattery, Sussex.

"“The hi fi cabinet is harmonious to the eye
as well as to the ear. It improves the sound
reproduced by the system with greater
clarity, depth and control of all kinds of
music”. -

Mr C V Lawick, Herts.

WORLD VERDICT

Great Build and finish, and
it sounds great too.

WORLD VERDICT

QUTSTANDING - Superb Sound, some-
thing we'd use ourselves.

*0% FINANCE NOW AVAILABLE ON ALL HI FI CABINETS ~

*Subject to Status For more details
and a product

Audiophile Furniture Ltd portfolio please

lﬁfeii‘ Row Audioplile contact:
East Sussex -~ Tel:01342 826262
RH18 5SE.

Fax:01342 824845

Interconnect cables
D102111 Hybrid )\

£79.99/0.8m pair

Best Buy What Hi-Fi?
* Ak kk Oct 98
Best Buy Hi-Fi Choice

Yok hkk March '98
ey .

PBS Hybrid
£49.99/0.8m pair

Best Buy Hi-Fi Choice
YAk %Kk March '99

£13.49/m ¥ e =
CS122 Hybrid Storm II Hybrid
Yok Ak K What Hi-Fi? 0 0005 pair

Oct '98 YAk K What Hi-Fi?

W Aug '99
£23.99/m R .

ey
Teatrack Hybrid

The First (LSC)
Bi-Wire CS122 Hybrid

Hib
o 44
N\l

FTHE LINK BETWEEN

TECHMOUES: gpjoTion

Loudspeaker cables

sound quality)
Pure Linear Structured Carbon and LSC hybrid cables are unique to van den Hul

——
[
For more information on our extensive range of cables please contact

£199.99/0.8m pair
New New
van den Hul UK

YA Ak What Hi-Fi?
*Ahkk Hi-Fi Choice
Royal Jade Hybrid The First Ultimate (LSC)
£10.99/m (to be reviewed) £279.99/0.8m pair (to be reviewed)
Imex House 6 Wadsworth Road Greenford Mdsex UB6 7.JJ Tel: 0202 8997 4280!
le-mail vandenukkbhotmail.com or visit our website vandenhul.com
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LONG TALL SA

Simon Pope lends an ear to the slimline Revolution r2
floor standers from hi-fi stalwarts Tannoy.

ANNOY’S Revolution range is the

I next step up from their hot-cakes

popular Mercury line-up. There
are now three models making up the
numbers, with the R2 placed in the mid-
dle. The main ‘revolutionary’ feature is
the use of auto transformers in the
crossover, as opposed to resistors, to
match the output of the tweeter to that of
the mid/bass. Less esoteric is bi-wireabili-
ty through gold-plated terminals.

The cabinets of the r2s are very solid
too, especially when you consider the
price. They might not tip the scales too far
towards the back-breaking, but a quick
rap on the side results in a dead “thock”,
hinting that cabinet coloration should be
minimal. Fitted to the elegant enclosures
with their Scandinavian looks are two
130mm long-throw paper cones and a
25mm soft-dome tweeter.

Partnering the Tannoys during their
review stay were an Audio Analogue
Puccini SE integrated and Roksan’s
Caspian CD player. Cables were
Nordorst’s Blue Heaven in both intercon-
nect and loudspeaker departments.

TANNOY'’S LOUDSPEAKERS have
thus far generally been happy on a broad
musical diet, but the Mercuries and more
lately the Revolutions have demonstrated
the kind of attack and punch that suits
Rock and Dance down to the ground.
Rage Against The Machine’s blistering
first album was therefore first through the
Tannoy's.

The opening rant, Bombtrack, rocked
the rafters thanks to a powerful, taut pre-
sentation, Zack De La Rocha’s Marxist
propaganda spitting out venomously. This
crisp, clean album makes the most of the
tight, focussed drive of the bass guitar and
drums, production aspects highlighted by
the r2s in a bottom-end kick and rhythm
that were addictive. This control and
impact cropped up in the midrange as
well, guitar riffs and power chords mighty
and robust.

Hi-Fl WORLD

It was in their detailed and spacious
midrange that the r2s really raised them-
selves above the budget brigade.
Nowhere was this more obvious than on
Bill Evans’ piano in Flamingo Sketches
from Miles Davis’ Kind Of Blue. His
modal passages often get overlooked by
‘speakers, but the Tannoys proved his
piano contribution was far from being the
‘also ran’ of the ensemble. The r2s also
portrayed his playing as natural and warm
rather than synthetic, putting over a slight
accentuation of the syncopated rhythms.

WITH THE RICHER fare of Brahms’
Symphony No.4, the Revolutions were a
little less engaging as they closed in
slightly with the dense, smooth string
writing. This, and a tendency to mild wiri-
ness on violins, were the only small
penalties to pay. Otherwise, the perfor-
mance remained powerful and free from
coloration and bass boom.

The r2s are a fine example of how
much loudspeaker you can buy for mini-
mal money these days. They are punchy
and exciting performers, especially if you
favour Rock, Pop or percussive music of
any kind. They slip slightly with richer,
more lyrical fare, but still give it a
detailed and exact presentation.

Tannoy Revolution r2 £349.90

Tannoy

Rosehall Industrial Estate,
Coatbridge,

Strathclyde ML5 4TF

Tel: 01236 420199
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WILMSLOW AUDIO LIMITED

The name in loudspeakers for over 30 years

As well as being the largest supplier of loudspeaker Kits
in the UK we are also renown for our comprehensive
range of drive units, accessories and components. Our
stock profile includes units of the highest quality such as

ATC, ~
Dynaudio,

KEF,

Morel,

Peerless,

Scan-speak,

and Volt.

Our stock list of components is equally as impressive
with capacitors from Ansar, SCR (Solen) and Hovland
Musicap.

We have ceramic wire wound resistors and air-cored
inductors from Volt.

We have spent hour upon hour listening to cables and
interconnects from all manner of manufacturers and
have settled on a range 1o suit all budgets and hopefully
all tastes.

So it you are thinking of building your own loudspeak-
ers or refurbishing your cherished but ageing

speakers you should contact us for all your require-
ments. Our aim is to provide you the customer with the
best service possible at the fairest price.

Cura (UK) LtD Loudspeaker kits

Our range of loudspeaker Kits
Aupio T 01256 324311 Moores HiFi 01247 812417 is constantly changing and

SEVENOAKS HiFI 0121 233 2977 SOUND ACADEMY 01922 493499 incrczlsing to giVC you the
Aupio T 01277 264730 AuDio EXCELLENCE 0117 926 4975 choice that you deserve. But
Aunio T 01276 685597 THE Aubio FiLE 01223 368305 should you still yearn for
AubIO EXCELLENCE 01222 228565 AUDIO EXCELLENCE 01244 345576 something more exotic or
Aunio EXCELLENCE 01454 300046 ENGLISH Aunio 01432 355081 unique. then we are happy 10
Aubio T 01494 558585 ZeN Aupio 1 01482 587397 offer our design service 10
Cymsiosis 0116 262 3754 Tomas Heinirz 0171 229 2077 assist you n your quest.
AUDITORIUM 0171 384 3030 BARTLETTS 0171 607 2148

HiF1 EXPERIENCE 0171 580 3535 Aupio T 0171 794 7848 All our loudspeaker kits are
B&B HiFi 01635 32474 AUDIO EXCELLENCE 01772 253057 on demonstration and you are
Aupio T 0118 958 5463 PHONOGRAPHY 01425 461230 welcome to visit at any time,
AUDIO IMAGES 0114 273 7893 CREATIVE AUDIO 01743 241924 no appointments necessary.
ADAMS & JARRETT 01424 437165 AUDIO EXCELLENCE 01792 474608

Miki MANNING 01823 326688 BARTLETTS 01483 771175 Phone for your FREE catalogue or check out
MIKE MANNING 01935 479361 our website: www.wilmslow-audio.co.uk

CURA (UK) Limited

Unit 11, Arrow Industrial Estate, Eelmoor Road, WILMSLOW AUDIO LIMITED
Farnborough, Hants GUI4 7QN. 50 Main Street. Broughton Astley. Leicester
+44 (0)1252 401401 +44 (0)1252 401301 Tel: 01455 286603 Fax: 01455 286605
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Jon Marks discovers
Sony’s DVP-S7700 DVD
player is a best friend to
the musically minded.

H, whatever will the lab-coated

bofiins locked away behind the

door marked “Gimmicks: useless
but desirable” come up with next?
Karaoke inputs alreaclv feature on some
'hi-fi’, so does this mean we’ll be seeing
'speakers fitted with sush” conveyor belts
before the millennium is out? Probably
not, but I'm left scratching my head over
the drawer that adorns the front of Sony’s
plush DVP-$7700 DVD/CD player, espe-
cially as this is one piece of equipment
that doesn’t need bells and whistles to sell
itself.

It may tug at the purse strings, but that
motorised slab of anodised aluminium
which slides down and out so you can
load a disc into the 'S7700 seems like a
long way o go to keep the fascia’s button
count down. Since the item in question
carries only Play, Pause and Stop, Sony
have opted for more controls behind the
flap and a full complement on the remote,
which is the easiest tool for flipping
between the player’s two digital filter set
tings, Sharp and Soft. Having toggled
between this pair ior a while, [ finally set-
tlecl on Sharp and a systern macle up of a
hattery-powered DPA 50S pre-amp,
Musical Ficelity X-A200 monoblocs and
Jamo Concert 8 loudspealers on
Elemental Audio’s massive reterence
stands.

MUSICALITY HAS been the forte of
the handiul of DVD players that actually
cut the mustard on CD replay, but in other
areas like finesse, bass wallop, detail and
sound staging, even the successful few

HI-FI WORLD

have generally lagged behind CD-only
machinery at the same price. The DVP-
$7700 suffers no such shortcomings.
With pungent basslines supplied by Beth
Orton’s Trailer Park album, the Sony
proved it had a meatv, solid sound with
none of the looseness. which slows
rhytm. Tangent was one particularly lis-
tenable example, the plucked double-bass
and drums propelling this moody number
along and maintaining its film no're
menace intact.

Qne thorny test track which floors
plenty of gear is Presence’s Far, Far Away
From My Heart. Providing the same sort
of spiritual uplift

| review

DVD-lightful

top of Sony’s off-centre-mounting feet) is
open 1o debate. What remains unques-
tionable are the musicality, weight, delica-
cy and clarity that come from a presenta-
tion free from poorly-focussed imaging,
blurred separation and beermat sound
staging.

CRYSTALLISING THIS players
virtues were BR5-49’s Hillbilly Live From
Robert’s and Elgar’s Violin Concerto
(Nige! Kennedy, Vernon Handley con-
ducting the LPO). The former had hats a-
flying and more beer-fuelled Nashville
ebullience than you could shake a stick
at, while the

you'd expect

fron: some of
Tricky’s bleaker
moments, this

e % wno:w °§°

four-minute study
in despair com-
bines a ponder-
ous dass 'thunk’
with powerful
synth chords in a
recipe that can
end p with all the speed and impact of
porridge. In spite of the Jamos being a
touch baggy in their lowest octave, the
Sony steered well clear of breakiast cereal
similes by putting together a surprisingly
firm, fast bottom-end. Whether this con-
trol is due to the $7700’s electronics
(including that rare beast, an R-Core
mains transiormer, a liberal spattering of
audiophile capacitors and an OFC mains
lead) or its confidence-inspiring build
(heavy, resonance-damping baseplate on

° m- X0 50

refinement, spa-

- m ciousness and
(@] sweeiness of the
latter were in

almost total con-
trast.

That’s the best
thing about the
$7700 though -
lets the record-
ing, not your sys-
tem’s electronics, do the talking. For that,
it most definitely deserves a Scooby
Snack!

e Y —

COD/OVD MAYER DVPSTT00

Sony DVP-$7700 £700

I
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another world-first.

hi-tech home cinema for the audiophile

1 Latest DSP Technalogy

World premiere: in an
audio product cf the 3Z-bit
60MHz Analog Devices
ADSF-21065L SHARC™
Digital Signal Processcr;
decades, as standard, all
current movie formats with
capacity to cope with

the future.

6 Learning Remote
Conrrol

The powerful backlit remote
control operates all oun home
cinema products. It can
alsa be user-prog-ammed to
con’rol almost any przduct
that-uses an irfra-red
remote, such-as our audio
products, so just this =ne
handset will control your
whcle system.

2 Powertul 16-Bit
Microcontroller
The 16-bit Siemens CT161RI

microcontreller cortrols the
AV32R andli‘s Setup
Wizard provides. most
comprehensive an-screen
user irterface, making set-
up extreme'y simple,
without printed manuals.

tive-rhannel ampiifier 100x5R

{launch sumner '99)

7  Gold-Plated
Multi-Layer PCBs

The go'd-plated multi-layer
printed circuit boards
control return currents,
provide controlled
impedances and minimize
couplngs, with the ground
planes split between audio
and cigital processing.

3 96kHz/24-bit DACs

With its multiple
96kHz/24.bit CA-
converters, the AY32R is
equipped to handle the
finer resolution and more
spacious sound recordings

of DVD Audio.

= -:;’3)3‘;‘;—; |

8 Mixed Technology
Construction

Surface mount components
for fast digital circuitry and
leaded components for
perfect audio signals, to
optimize performance,
requiring both reflow and
wave soldering production
techniques. Arything less
would be inferior.

4 Minimal Jitver/
TAGtronic™ Sync Link

The precision tw n phase-
locked loop raduces jitter
to an absolute minimum,
while the unique:
TAGtronic™ Sync Lnk
sends a signel fo procucts
designed for this advenced
technology ie.g. the
farthcoming DVD32R) to
synchronize its clock to the
master refereace within the
A432R. DVDs will sound
better than ever beore.

9 Broadcest-Quality
Video and Premium Grade
Audio Components
No-compromise brocdcast-
quality video components
and premium grade audio
camponen*s for maximum
ciarity and trarsparency.

5 Future-Proof

All software is stored

iri Flash Memory and is
enirely usar upgradable,
wih upgrades
downloadable from the
Internet vie a PC and
the TAGtronic™
Communications Bus.
Tais bus also allows the
eosy transfer and sharing
of information for multi-
room installations and
pewerful communication
between components.

IuCaSr iim

THX

i T

00 (cowsv]

1a1ITAL

MPEG)’(

ﬂrmund

& TAG Mclaren
Surround Sound

An audiaphile pracessing
mode for listening

to stereo and mono
sources in surround
mode. THMS-Surround is
capable of processing
24-bit/95kHz recordings
without artefacts.

www.tagmclarenaudio.com - freephone: 0800 783 8007

“&Viclaren

audio

TAG Mclaren Audio ltd., Esmine Business ark, Huntingdon, Cambs PE18 6XY.

“Dolby®, “Pro logic” ond the double-D symbo are tod ¥s of Daiby Lob ies « “DTS® and “DTS Digital Suwaund”
are tademarks of Digital Thecter Systems, Inc « The “THX" name and logo are © Lucasiilm Ltd. and trademarked.

All rights reserved. Used under authorizction + The "MPEG” logo & a trademark of Royal Philips Electronics «

“SHARC” is o registered trademark of Analog Davices, Inc




CAIRNED MUSIG?

Jon Marks meets a musical maestro in the Aria
integrated from Cairn of France.

OU'VE got to hand it to those

self-styled Kings of Cookery on

the other side of the Channel:
when it comes to visual style, they get it
right more often than not. While the aes-
thetics of your common-or-garden British
box very rarely rise above ‘black and
angular’, and the ltalians frequently opt
for a chunk of exotic woodwork or a
flash of gold plate to catch the eye, the
French bring industrial chic to bear.
Which is eventually to say that the Aria
looks unlike any other £450 line-level
integrated that springs to mind.

BRUSHED, ANODISED aluminium
- that manufacturing steadfast - clothes
the Cairn, in sheets 2mm thick for the
chassis and 10mm thick for the fascia.
The manual states: “We have chosen alu-
minium... to have better performance in
term of electrostatic and electromagnetic
immunity.” It also says of the amp, rather
more confusingly: “It is strongly adv:se
not to leave it on at any time in order to
improve the product’s lifetime.” Answers
on a postca-d, please . ..

Beneath the lid with its six, mesh-cov-
ered ventilation holes, is|a single, large
PCB (“designed from the most evoluted
CAD software”). Near the centre sits a
bank of reservoir capacitors, paralleled up
in an effort o produce a ‘faster’ PSU.
Sonically, this bid paid off with a presen-
tation that had a speed and musicality

HI-FI WORLD

reminiscent of Densen’s more expensive
Beat integrated. Whatever the signal fed
to it, the Aria never dragged its feel,
excelling when it came to squeezing the
deepest, tautest enjoyment out of
Moloko’s mad Break-Beat opus, 'm Not
A Doctor, or the mara herbal parts o7 Bob
Marley And The Wailers’ Kaya albur.

The Gallic 40watter again proclaimed
itself buy-o-grade-ab.e with the way it
allowed through bucket-loads of delicate
detail, especially in areas like percussion.
No doubt the remote-controlled Alps
Black volume potent ometer helped with
its head-start over much of th2 competi-
tion; a costly component you dom't
expect to find in most sub-£1200 gear
(although Arcam are parti'al to it as well).
On more atmospheric recordings, such as
the MTV Unplugged CD of 10,000
Maniacs, the upshot was a near-tangible
acoustic, fleshed out by the perfarmers
and the audience’s applause. On.y that
Achilles’ heel of solid-state - foreshort-
ened sound stage depth - kep: the Cairn
off the top-spot.

TOP-END BRIGHTNESS isa
weaknesses which degs so much transis-
tor amplification, tha Aria fall‘'ng prey as
much as any of its peers. Conipleting the
set was the treble coarseness oredicted
by our measurements, showing relatively
large amounts of (avcidable) crossover
distortion. A change from QED Profile

review

-

Silver 12 to DNM Rescn evened out the
tonal balance, but the slight hardness to
cymbals in particular remained after a
swap frony dome tweeter to refurbished
Quad 57 electrostatic.

Compared with the Pioneer A-40CR
Precision and Audio Analogue Puccini,
the Cairn Aria has an enviable speed and
tunefulness, which can bring out the air
baton and air guitar in the starchiest of
couch potatoes. If a touch of grit to the
upper registers won't g ve you sleepless
nights, and you think you can navigate
the domed controls and a headphone
socket mounted on the back panel, the
Aria should certainly be on yeur wisk-
list.

Cairn Aria £449

Audio lllusion

23 Langley Broom,
Langley,

Berks. SL3 BNB
Tel: 01753 542761

WORLD VERDICT
20 l
Looks great and Rocks with the best of
them, but treble could be smoother.

Measured Performance see page 135 l
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ACOUSTIC ENERGY — WIDE PRODUCT RANGE
ALPHASON
ARCAM
ATACAMA
AUDIOQUEST
AvVi

B&W
BEYER
BOSTON

CABLETALK

sevenoaks

sound &
VISION

North London

NOW DEMONSTRATING EX-DISPLAY CLEARANCE
Ba&w JBL SVA1600 £799
MARANTZ o 81 o Sd v CDM1se, CDM2se, CDM7sIe "9 CDMCse Kef Q15 £165
- ase oide E )
MERIDIAN o == Kenwood DPFR4010 £179
MICHELL outhgate CD, Pre/Power and Integrated Amplifiers
Ecion I1VOl'th Lomj‘:’)n b Sitior alifis Marantz Arch £499
s 0.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday Siiver 7 and Studio 2056 Marantz Dueto £699
MUSICAL FIDELITY %SDAW = s.%‘l:rc\g:te Musical Fidelity Marantz SD455 (twin cassette) New £99
MYRYA — — — Product Selection i io Sil T
D n ghase Side OA111 i Monitor Audio Silver 7 (not ') £539
NAIM — e | Myryad Neat Critique £399
IGITAL Tube Station T 'T'and ‘M’Series
% & Neat Mystique £589
PANASONIC = all ] v DSP
PRI E el ﬁ Caspian Range amaha A492 £189
PHILIPS ® Ruark Yamaha DSPA592 £199
PIONEER Sceptre, Prologue, Dialogue and Epilogue Yamaha DVDS700 £499
PROJECT
REL wansed
ROKSAN
ROTEL
RUARK
SELECO NOW DEMONSTRATING Myryad
SENNHEISER Audio Analogue ‘T’and ‘M’ Series
SHEARNE AUDIO Paganini, Puccini, Bellini and Donizetti Ruark
SONIC LINK T : Prologue, Epilogue and Dialogue
SONY 24 Mansel Street NuNeutron and Biggatron EX-DISPLAY CLEARANCE
wansea B&W - -
SECA DG LUELEANE  10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday Castle Severn 2 £499
OUNDST CDM1se, CDM2se and CDM7se
SOUNDSTYLE Open Sunday 11.00-5.00 Castle Exposure 25 £799
STRAIGHTWIRE [__<HPicton Music Inversion Series Exposure 21 £699
sl LT ~ Mansel Street Exposure Exposure 18 £599
TALK ELECTRONICS T A 1 CD, Pre/Power and Integrated Amplifiers Exposure CD £699
TANNOY ‘ Loewe Pioneer DVL909 £699
TEAC 28" and 32" Widescreen
T‘— C | Mglti %torey Monitor Audio Roksan Caspian CD £750
ECHNICS -y ar —?{k‘ ) Siidio 2058 Roksan Caspian Amplifier £650
THORENS O Kingswa i
. O gsway N Musical Fidelity Roksan Caspian Tuner £470
VAN DEN HUL Tesco X-Series Roksan Caspian Power Amplifier  £470

YAMAHA

Please note: Not all products are available at all outlets. Please check before traveiling.

two year warranty for peace of mind

As a member of BADA, all hi-fi and home cinema separates come with a minimum two year
warranty and ten day exchange.




OUTLETS NATIONWIDE

regional spotlight

the widest range of leading products
and the most complete service
all adds up to great value nationwide

Hull

01482 587171

NOW DEMONSTRATING EX-DISPLAY CLEARANCE

Arcam Acoustic Energy AE109 (Beech)  £250
Full Range including Alpha 10 DAVE B&W DM603 (Not S2) £350
Exposure Castle Keep (Oak) £175
CD, Pre/Power and Integrated Amplifiers Denon DM7 with Cassette Deck £459
Loewe Epos ES12 (Rosewood) £450
Xelos and Planus Widescreen Epos ES15 (Rosewood) £650
R°ks.an Epos ES22 (Rosewood) £1050
zzsn‘: Z’r’ fz;’?: Epos ES30 (Rosewood) ____ £2000
Studio 20se Monitor Audio Silver 3 (Not /', £180
Musical Fideiity Monitor Audio Silver 7 (Not /") £430
X-Series Myryad T10 (Silver) £250
Myryad Myryad T30 (Silver) £250
M-Series Myryad T60 (Silver) £200
John Shearne Rel Storm il £500
Phase 7 CD, Phase 2 Ref & Phase 3 Ref Rel Strata Il £430

lpswich
01473 286977

NOW DEMONSTRATING EX-DISPLAY CLEARANCE

Denon Audiostatic DC1 £1650
AVC 1-D, Doy Digital, DTS, THX Conrad Jochnson MV55 £1400
Ket Conrad Johnson PV10a £900
THX Reference Cyrus DAD3 £400
DVD Players Cyrus PSX-R £220
Denon, Marantz, Sony and Yamaha Epos ES15 (Cherry) £670
Widescreen Televisions Exposure CD £590
Loewe Exposure 25 £550
Conrad Johnson Exposure 21 £550
Valve Amplifiers Magnum Dynalab FT101a _ £590
Mark Levinson and Proceed Mark Levinson No.333 £4800
CD Players and AV Products ProAc Response 2.5 (Burr Oak) ~ £2400
ProAc Proceed CDP £2400
Tablette 2000, Response 1se and 2.5 Sony DVPS715 £400

A rtisement vali

1 Savile Row

Savile Street

Hull

9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

7

ot I
‘1;9,39\\ / cn§ /

% Ve
Paragon St.

- -g‘.—, ————  Queen
City Victoria
Hal Square

Carr Lane

Princes Quay

Centre

Ipswich
Suffolk
Monday-Saturday 9.30-5.30

Sainsbury's

Ipsw:ch
Building
| Society

D;gs Head St.

1S xooug
Jaddn

_Tacket St.

(

1S Yooig
13m0

Spread the cost of buying. Deferred finance available on the vast majority of products we stock.
Wiritten details available on request. Ask in-store for details.

sptember 1999, EAOE

instant credit buy now pay atr

SEVENOAKS
01732 459555

ABERDEEN
01224 587070

BEDFORD
01234 272779

BIRMINGHAM
01212332977

BRIGHTON
01273733338

BRI!STOL
0117 974 3727

BROMLEY
028290 1988

CAVBRIDGE
01223 304770

CARDIFF
0200 472899

CARLISLE
01228 590775

CHELSEA
02C:7 352 9466

CHELTENHAM
01242 241171

CRAWLEY
01293510777

CROYDON
0208 665 1203

EAST LONDON
€208 554 1771

ESSEX Witham
C1376 501733

EXETER
€132 218895

GUILDFORD
014£3 536666

HOLBORN
0207 837 7540

HULL
014862 587171

IPSWICH
0°473286977

KINGSTON
0208 547 0717

LEICESTER
0° 16 253 6567

LEEDS
0132452775
MAIDSTONE

01622 686366

NEWCASTLE
019° 2212320
NORTH LONDON
0208 886 2777
NORWICH

01503 767605
OXFORD
01365241773
PETERBOROUGH
01733 897697
PLYMOUTH
01752 226011
PRESTON
01772825777
READING

0118 959 7768
SHEFFIELD

0114 255 5861
SOUTHAMPTON
02380 337770
SWANSEA

01792 465777
SWiSS COTTAGE
0207 722 9777
TUNBRIDGE WELLS
01892 531543
WATFORD

01932 213533
WORCESTER
21905 612929

MAJL ORDER

1732 458985
{EXCLUDES ARCAM
AMD MARANTZ)




ACOUSTIC ENERGY ——— WIDE PRODUCT RANGE

ALPHASON
ARCAM
ATACAMA
AUDIOQUEST
AVl

B&W

BEYER

BOSTON

CABLE TALK
CASTLE
CHORD CO
CREEK

CYRUS

DENON

EPOS
EXPOSURE
FUJITSU
GOLDRING

1XOS

JAMO

M

KEF

KENWOOD
LOEWE
MARANTZ
MERIDIAN
MICHELL
MISSION
MONITOR AUDIO
MUSICAL FIDELITY
MYRYAD

NAIM

ON DIGITAL
PANASONIC
PARTINGTON
PHILIPS
PIONEER
PROJECT

QED

REL

ROKSAN
ROTEL

RUARK

SELECO
SENNHEISER
SHEARNE AUDIO
SONIC LINK
SONY

SOUND ORGANISATION
SOUNDSTLYE
STRAIGHTWIRE
TAG MCLAREN
TALK ELECTRONICS
TANNOY

TEAC

TECHNICS
THORENS

VAN DEN HUL
YAMAHA

SEVENOAKS

109-113 London Rd
9.00-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01732 459555

BRIGHTON

57 Western Road, Hove
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
01273 733338

BROMLEY

39a East Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
0208 290 1988

CHELSEA

403 Kings Road
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
0207 352 9466

CRAWLEY

32 The Boulevard
10.00-6.00 Mon-Sat N E w

01293 510777 EARLY SEPT

CROYDON

369-373 London Road

9.30-5.30 Monday-~Saturday

9.30-8.00 Thursday 11.00-4.00 Sunday
0208 665 1203

GUILDFORD

73b North Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01483 536666

HOLBORN

144-148 Grays Inn Rd
10.30-6.30 Monday-Friday
10.30-4.30 Saturday
0207 837 7540

London & South East

EAST LONDON
> | 442-444 Cranbrook Road
= Gants Hill

10.00-6.00 Mon-Sat
0208 554 1771

BRIGHTON 'Y

outlets
nationwlide

At Sevenoaks Sound & Vision you’'ll find the widest range of
quality products anywhere in the UK. Everything from the
latest DVD players and Plasma Televisions to amazing special
offers all with our outstanding service. From Aberdeen to
Plymouth, we’re great value nationwide.

London & South East

opening soon

KINGSTON

43 Fife Road

9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
9.30-7.30 Thursday
0208 547 0717

NORTH LONDON

79-81 Chase Side, Southgate
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
0208 886 2777

MAIDSTONE

96 Week Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01622 686366

READING

3-4 Kings Walk Shopping Centre
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
0118 959 7768

SOUTHAMPTON

33 London Road
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

02380 337770

SWISS COTTAGE

21 Northways Parade, Finchley Road
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
12.00-4.00 Sunday

0207 722 9777

TUNBRIDGE WELLS

28-30 St Johns Road
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01892 531543

WATFORD

478 St Albans Road

10.00-6.00 Monday-Friday 9.30-5.30 Sat
11.00-4.00 Sunday

01923 213533

Midlands & East
["* | LEICESTER
O

. 10 Loseby Lane
10.00-6.00 Mon-Sat
' 0116 253 6567

Please note: Not all products are available at
alf outlets. Please check before travellin,

demonstration rooms in

all stores

Everything we stock is available to audition in our dedicated hi-fi and home cinema
demonstration rooms.



OUTLETS NATIONWIDE

The North

ABERDEEN

491 Union Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
9.30-7.30 Thursday

01224 587070

CARLISLE

3 Earls Lane
9.30-5.00 Monday-Saturday

01228 590775

HULL

1 Savile Row, Savile St
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01482 587171

LEEDS

112 Vicar Lane
10.00-6.00 Monday-Friday
9.30-5.30 Saturday 12.00-5.00 Sunday

0113 245 2775

BIRMINGHAM

12 Queensway Arches, Livery Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
0121 233 2977

Midlands & West

BRISTOL

92b White Ladies Road, Clifton
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

0117 974 3727

NEWCASTLE

19 Newgate Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

0191 221 2320

PRESTON

40-41 Lune Street
9.00-5.30 Monday-Saturday

01772 825777

SHEFFIELD

635 Queens Rd,Heetey
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
10.00-4.00 Sunday

0114 255 5861

EXETER

28 Cowick Strest
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01392 218895

PLYMOUTH

107 Cornwall Street
9.00-5.30 Monday-Saturday
Late Night Thursday by Appointment

PRESTON

01752 226011

CARDIFF

104-106 Albany Road
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
02920 472899

CHELTENHAM

14 Pittville Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Friday 9.00-5.30 Sat

01242 241171

SWANSEA

24 Mansel Street

10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
11.00-5.00 Sunday

01792 465777

WORCESTER

2 Reindeer Court
9.30-5.00 Monday-Saturday

01905 612929

SWANSEA

Midlands & East

BEDFORD

29-31 St Peters Street
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
01234 272779

NORWICH

29/29a St Giles Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

01603 767605

CAMBRIDGE
17 Burleigh Street NE W

10.00-6.00 Mon-Sat
01223 304770

ESSEX

1 The Grove Centre,Witham
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

01376 501733

IPSWICH

12-14 Dogs Head St
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

01473 286977

OXFORD

41 St Clements Street
10.00-6.00 Monday-Friday
9.30-5.30 Saturday
01865 241773

PETERBOROUGH

36-38 Park Road
9.15-5. 18 Monday-Saturday
01733 897697

IPSWICH

the ultimate buying guides

Our friendly and experienced staff will be happy to assist you through every step of your
purchase, and will, when appropriate, deliver and install your equipment.

SEVENOAKS
01732 459555
ABERDEEN
01224 587070
BEDFORD
01234 272779
BIRMINGHAM
0121 233 2977
BRIGHTON
01273 733338
BRISTOL

0117 974 3727
BROMLEY
0208 290 1988
CAMBRIDGE
01223 304770
CARDIFF
02920 472899
CARLISLE
01228 590775
CHELSEA
0207 352 9466
CHELTENHAM
01242 241171
CRAWLEY
01293 510777
CROYDON
0208 665 1203
EAST LONDON
0208 554 1771
ESSEX Witham
C1376 501733
EXETER
C1382 218895
GUILDFORD
C14€3 536666
HOLBORN
©z07 837 7540
HULL

(1482 587171
IPSWICH
01473 286977
KINGSTON
0208 547 0717
LEEDS

0113 245 2775
LEICESTER
0116 253 6567
MAIDSTONE
01622 686366
NEWCASTLE
019" 221 2320
NORTH LONDON
0208 886 2777
NORWICH

0° 603 767605
OXFORD
0865 241773
PETERBOROUGH
0733 897697
PLYMOUTH

0" 752 226011
PRESTON
01772 825777
READING
0118 959 7768
SHEFFIELD
0114 255 5861
SOUTHAMPTON
02380 337770
SWANSEA
01792 465777
SWISS COTTAGE
0207 722 9777
TUNBRIDGE WELLS
01892 531543
WATFORD
01923 213533
WORCESTER
01905 612929

MAIL ORDER
01732 458985
{EXCLUDES ARCAM
AND MARANTZ)




review

Richard White takes a dive
into the bargain basement
with KEF’s Cresta 2 minis.

S we discovered last issue in our
loudspeaker group test, there’s no
shortage of small and inexpen-

sive loudspeakers; practically every firm
has an example of the breed on their
books. KEF’s new Cresta 2s fit the niche
inasmuch as they are a diminutive 14in.
by 8in. by 91/2in. (hwd) and tip the price
scales at around £150. The question is,
what distinguishes the KEFs from any
other bargain bookshelfer?

Well, for a start the cabinets are reas-
suringly heavy and the 41/2in. mid/bass
driver and complementary 1in. dome
tweeter again inspire confidence. At the
back, the port is close to the substantial
bi-wire terminals, and (Cool Britannia!)
there is a transfer of a Union Jack flag to
put us all in carnival mood. So much for
the construction; rumour has it that loud-
speakers can be listened to as well...

AS A PRIMARY check for the more
obvious nasties, | reached for Neville
Marriner’s masterly arrangement of Bach'’s
Art Of Fugue. With its wealth of shimmery
harpsichord sound, plus the sometimes
unexpected tone-colours of authentic
Baroque instruments, through an indiffer-
ent reproducing chain, this recording can
sound like a joke in poor taste. The
Crestas evidently did little wrong as |
found 1I'd listened out the whole work
with undiminishing pleasure. There
weren't any difficulties with treble accura-
cy either, the whole effect smooth and
detailed, with the heavy harmonic content
of the Baroque oboe coming across par-
ticularly well.

Benny Waters in Stockholm gave the
Crestas an opportunity to show their met-
tle with the ambience of a live recording.
In truth, there was a lack of breadth to the
sound stage - with a recording of this
quality, it's usually possible to sense the
audience sat around their tables with
more revealing ‘speakers. In this instance,
they seemed to have popped out for some
fresh air, which wasn’t unexpected given

the cost of the Crestas. On the other hand,
imaging was very good, and Mr Waters’
breathy ‘old time’ saxophone was allowed
to give of its characterful best.

ROOTLING ROUND for an indis-
putable bass test, Fernando Germani’s
spirited performance of Widor’s well-
known Toccata was just the job. '32ft. C’
is around 16Hz so we needn’t expect
most ordinary loudspeakers (or most subs,
come to that) to reach down that far. Still,
the KEFs displayed a naturalness that did a
convincing impression of the missing bot-
tom notes. It would in any case be unfair
to expect earthshaking effects with small
cabinets like these. Their real strengths lay
more in the upper bass, where plenty of
‘air’ assisted the illusion of sound stage
depth.

Spinning round the radio dial for some
boom-ba-de-boom stuff failed to wrong-
foot the Crestas. Even when driven by
low-power valve amplification, they con-
tinued to give a loud account of them-
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selves without becoming hard and nasty.

Smooth but not insipid; powerful but
not stroppy. Many manufacturers would
count themselves proud to have achieved
this balance in such a confined space.
When you consider the vast array of sub-
£200 loudspeakers, there’s an excellent
case for including the Cresta 2 on your
short-list.

KEF Cresta 2 £149.99

KEF

Tovil,

Maidstone,

Kent ME15 6QP
Tel: 01622 672261
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Jon Marks tries out some editing of a
different sort with Aiwa’s flexible
AM-F70 portable MiniDisc Recorder.

NLESS you’re the happy owner
of a Revox reel-to-reel and
handy with sticky tape and a

splicing block, or you enjoy spending all
evening in front of a CD-RW recorder
finalising your track selection, MiniDisc is
the way to go. When it comes to chop-
ping and changing your music to suit,
there’s nothing to touch it.

The above is all well and good when it
comes to full-size domestic machinery,
but things can go awry when you start
talking MD portables. Some of these have
shrunk so far the end of a ball-point pen is
the only way to interface usefully with
them, and then you have to struggle
through a denser command structure than
your average Kung Fu computer game.
Not so the AM-F70.

AIWA'S BEAUTIFULLY-crafted palm-
top recorder is a breeze whichever
feature you're after. Recording
from digital sources (in this
case a modified Pioneer DV-
505 DVD player) produced
the expected consistently
close recordings, although
there was still a slight but
perceptible general loss of
dynamism and crispness
partly down to the
TOSLink optical output
standard on portables.
Headed with a Trio L-07D
turntable instead, the AM-F70
demonstrated its ADCs were capa-
bie, if not the most transparent around -
there was a touch of compression to
dynamics and some looseness to the bass
which persisted even when the three lev-
els of DSL equalisation were switched off
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and manual level setting rather
than automatic employed. What
this added up to through a pair
of Sennheiser HD 565 head-
phones was a version of Bob
Marley’s Sun Is Shining that was
mellow even by Reggae standards and
a slightly sluggish Suzanne Vega on
Caramel. Transparency in general
remained fine, though, and there was
enough drive to keep feet tapping.
A happier input was most Dance, a
couple of up-beat tunes from Moloko’s
I Am Not A Doctor emerging fresher
thanks to their synthetic nature. Bjork’s
Joga worked well too, in spite of its
relaxed tempo. However, fans of Classical
and acoustic Blues will find the AM-F70
isn’t as revealing through its analogue
inputs as Sharp’s ‘722 (which selis for
roughly the same money).
Once I'd packed one of HiSpace’s
MDs full of tunes, | went in for a
spot of editing. Erasing tracks
or re-arranging them was a
piece of cake thanks to a
very clear, informative
manual. Putting a divid-
ing marker into a tune to
split it in two was no
problem either, and join-
ing two tunes together
during playback involved
only a few button presses.
Alphanumeric freaks will
also be pleased to know that
up to 1700 characters can be reg-
istered on the one blank, so you can title
away to your heart’s content at 50 charac-
ters per tune.

OTHER USEFUL functions include

L leview

the ability to play a
disc at double speed, record
in stereo or mono via an optional
mic (which makes the AM-F70 a superb
dictaphone), and extendable playback
time to around 40hours by plugging in the
external battery pack loaded with three
AA cells.

As far as looks and construction go,
this little Aiwa is definitely at the head of
the bunch. Sonically it's not quite on a
par with Sharp’s equally well-built but
stylistically idiosyncratic '722. Then
there’s the fact that the AM-F70’s head-
phone stage seems less stressed driving
into a hi-fi set-up than most headphones.
As ever, an audition is the best way to
decide, but if your eyes and ears share the
buying decisions, the AM-F70 is one for
the shopping list.

Aiwa AM-F70 £250

Aiwa

5 Heathrow Summit Centre,
West Drayton,

Middx. TW4 6NQ

Tel: 0181 897 7000
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competition

WIN

A PIONEER
DVD

PLAYER, A PAIR OF

ARKAYDIS LOUDSPEAKERS
OR A CYRUS CD PLAYER

WORTH OVER £1300

This month we have three more
Hi-Fi World favourites to give
away in our bumper competi-
tion with a total value of £1350.

IRST up is a recent favourite of
Fours, the Pioneer DVD-717 is the

most up to date player from the
Japanese giants, and in our head to head
review last month we discovered it was
one of the best audio players on the mar-
ket. It's certainly an attractive customer,
being available in Japan’s favourite
Champagne Gold hue, with a sexy blue
LED and chunky central loading drawer.
Incidently, the remote is also one of the
most user friendly around.

When it comes to upgradability,
Pioneer’s DVDs come with two digital
outputs (coaxial and optical) which can
be used with an outboard 24/96 DAC to
improve the sound even further.

And when it comes to sound, it really
delivers. Present are all the sonic traits of
a DVD player such as smoothness of line

and tuneful musicality. Also, in addition
to this, there is a bass attack and drive
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which is sometimes lacking in other
machines. In our review we noticed that
with music such as the Chemical Brothers
the Pioneer was “a real rocker that will
have you reaching for the volume control
to get the neighbours in on the act”

Another, more DVD-like trait, that the
717 possesses is a slightly rolled-off treble
response that gives a beautifully smooth
sound to all types of music. The choral
group The Sixteen warbled their way
through The Eton Choirbook with a
serene and fluid sound that never sacri-
ficed detail for refinement: Simon Pope
noting that “the clean polyphony of the
Magnificat flowed from the Magneplanars
with enviable freedom”. Definitely both a
classy looker and performer.

More hi-fi is up for grabs in the shape
of the ASC bookshelf/stand mount loud-
speakers from Arkaydis. These incorporate
an unusual slanted front baffle which
attempts to overcome standing waves
within the cabinet - it certainly makes
them stand out from the crowd. They are
hand veneered in a variety of woods,
including Sapele, Cherry and Rosewood.
The open and detailed sound of the ASCs
belie their modest dimensions. These
characteristics are rarely found on ‘speak-
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ers of the £400 mark, and its good to see
such traits at this level.

Refinement and a natural sound are
the hallmarks of the ASCs, as Richard
White noted in his review. With
Beethoven’s Sixth Symphony “The ASCs
had a pleasantly realistic touch with
midrange dwellers like the brass sec-
tion’s horns”. But it's not just with
classical fare where the Arkaydis
speakers shine, with Diana
Krall’s lounge-crooning they
produced a “comfortably
clean, precise imaging of
the accompanying quar-
tet”. Although, due to
their dimensions, the ASCs
are well-suited to smaller
scale recordings, they
make a name for them-
selves with whatever you

feed into them. We summed them up by
saying “If your listening room is petite and
you seek a natural, controlled loudspeaker
which won’t cause bass boom, the ASCs
are one for the wish list.”

L__competition

‘Control’ is also a key word for the last
object in this month's treasure trove. The
Cyrus dAD1.5 is the successor to the
dAD1 CD player. The classic Cyrus die-
cast chassis remains - all the enhance-
ments are inside the box. The DAC linear-
ity has been boosted and both digital and
analogue sections, as well as the disc
motor, have independent internal power
supplies. The sonic hallmark of Cyrus, a
smooth sound coupled with clean sound-
ing treble, is present and the player has
great control, even with the most
demanding music. Playing Berlioz’s mam-
moth orchestration in his opera The
Trojans “all manner of timpani-banging,
bass drum thumping and chorus yodelling
failed to throw it”

In smaller pieces the cyrus delivered
the goods just as well. Tchaikovsky’s first
string quartet, played by the Franz
Schubert Quartet benefitted from excel-
lent separation with a smooth and rich
string tone. The dAD1.5 is a more than
worthy member of the quality CD club
and its excellent detail and imaging are
up there with the best.

To enter, just answer the questions
below correctly and then complete the
following challenging tie-breaker in no
more than 30 words. Stick the form, or a
photocopy of it, on the back of (not
inside please!) a sealed envelope or
postcard and send it to the
address below by October 4th:

October Competition
Hi-Fi World Magazine,
| Suite F29, Imex House,
| Kilburn Park Road,
London NW6 5LF

P.S. Please state which prize
you would like!

[ = e e

| COMPETITION ENTRY QUESTIONS

| L
| 1) The Pioneer DVD-717 has how many digital outputs?
| A7 C.2

I B. 1 D. 43

I 2) What colour is the LED that adorns the front of the DVD-7172
| A. Blue C. Red

| B. Yellowl D. Pink with green spots
| 3) The Arkaydis ASCs design incorporates what?

I A. Three rear ports C. A slanted top

| B. Aslanted front batfle D. A top hat

|

4) The disc motor and the digital and analogue sections of the dAD1.5
h bz 8! 8
ave what!?
I A. Ajoint power supply C. Battery power supplies
| B Independent power supplies D. Measles

L———————————————————————————————————————————
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5) Which Berlioz opera did we try out on the Cyrus dAD1.5?
A. Benvenuto Cellini C. The Trojans
B. Madame Butterfly D. The Simpsons

COMPETITION VERSE (obligatory)

Complete the following in fewer than 30 words
You too may dwell in Arkaydy

With a Cyrus or Pioneer.

To win (with a glad hoorah, maybe)

Get scribbling and sign on “ere!

COMPETITION WINNERS

Plenty of budding poets came out of the woodwork in August. The
lucky few were Robin Wright of Barry in Wales, Michael Hamilton of
New Romsey and ].Cowley of Doncaster.

Congratulations!

O
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http://www.musical-fidelity.co.uk

X-A RANGE.

MACHINED, MIL-SPEC ALUMINIUM
FRONT PANEL.

MILLED METAL KNOBS.

RUGGED, NON-RESONANT
METAL CASEWORK.

JUST IMAGINE HOW GOOD
THE ELECTRONICS MUST BE.

INTEGRATED AMPS, PREAMPS, POWER AMPS, TUNER, AND CD PLAYER. FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST RING 0181 900 2866.
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scarcity of balance controls will find these

Does Croft’'s Epoch Elite
pre-amp give the full
details? Richard White
takes a turn at the
controls.

HE Croft Epoch Elite (£950) is a

selt-powered valve pre-amplifier

with MM phono stage. Our
review model was arranged with unity
gain on the line inputs, aithough the man-
ufacturer will set higher line gain to order
at no extra cost.

A quick canter round the technical
outline: the Elite uses a three-stage circuit,
powered by a toro:dal mains transformer.
This feeds valve regulation for the high
tension and solid-state regulaled DC tor
the heaters. Unusually for these days, the
circuit is hard-wired throughout, no PCBs
being employed. This is an approach
which is apparently not ideally suited to
modern volume manufacture but is still
possible tor the small firm. Needless to
say there are sonic
benefits - assuming
ot course that the
original design is
alright! Common
sense dictates that
signal paths should
be as short as possi-
ble; and this is mare
practicable with
hard-wiring than with PCBs.

Each of the four inputs - phono, tuner,
tape and CD -
switch on the front panel. Between each
of the points is a “mute’ position, the pur-

is selected by the rotary

pose of which may seem obscure, until
you notice the independent volume con-
trols for each channel.

Those who have mourred the current
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handy; those who haven’t will discover, as
I did, that they are not nearly as fiddly as
you might imagine. By using the muted
positions on the selector, siiencing the sys-
tem to answer the telephone is a simple
matter, which allows the setting of the
volume knobs to remain untouched.

THE UNIT IS solidly built and the
somewhat bulbous fascia is surprisingly
comely in a variety of backgrounds.

Listening first to CD, the Epoch Elite
distinguished itselt by practically vanish-
ing from earsight. Comparing the line-
level performance with, literally, a pot in
a box showed the pre-amp to be clearer
than a cheap passive pot for a start.
Comparing it with a better specified
home-made stepped atten_ator yielded
similar results. This is by no means a bad
result for active circuitry!

It anything, the Hanover Band’s spirit-
ed small-scale Beethoven recordings
seemed to gain a little in sweetness
throuch the Elite.
Turning to jazz/din-
ner music, Diana
Krall seemed to be
singing for my ears
only - still there is
such a thing as wish-
ful thinking! No trace
of the fractionally
hard edge with
which some equipment can afflict her.

Turning to the radio Prems and the
Enigma Variations, the Elite responded
with tremendous speed and verve, a very
necessary attribute in some of the faster
movements. The thundering bass passages
nowered through unscathed and there
was not a drop of distracting tizzle in the
upper strings. In short, exnilarating.

A PRE-AMPLIFIER of this class truly
stands or falls bv its phone stage. With my
trusty Music Maker in harness, | gave
Trevor Pinnock’s recording of the
Goldberg Variations a spin, primarily to
check for transient and upper treble
response. Well-loved though this record
is, | was thoroughly retreshed by all the
extra detail which the Croft allowed
through. Even the creaks from the harpsi-
chord pedals gained a new lease of life -
you could almost hear what brand of pol-
ish had been used on ‘em!

Leaving subtleties aside for the
moment, vinyl is still required 1o fire the
big guns, such as the fight scene in
Tchaikovsky’s Romeo and Juliet. The
speed with which the szforzanda stings
were delivered was still hair-raisingly
impressive and, better still, the fast string
tuttis did not lose their way but remained
clear and urgent.

Pre-amplifiers are a somewhat ill-
defined breed, so an example as able as
this deserves very serious consideration. If
you love to hear the full details, the Croft
Epoch Elite can be heartily recommended.

Croft Epoch Elite £950

Croft

15 Harrison Road
Erdington,

W. Midlands

B24 9AB

Tel: 0121 373 1442

WORLD VERDICT
§@
Fast and detailed with a breathtaking
clarity and sweetness. Well worth
saving up for.

L Measured Performance see page 119
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It was 20 years ago today....

In November ‘77, the design team of Bob Stuart and Allen Boothroyd launched

their first Meridian product, an active loudspeaker of course!

Since then, Meridian Audio has continued to pioneer advanced audio design
in products such as the first high end CD player, the first CD transport,

the first DSP domestic loudspeaker, the first digital home theatre

and now, high end DVD.

Safeguard your investment, trust Meridian - the real leaders in audio and video

BOOTHROYD STUART

_MERIDIAN

Meridian Audio Limited

Stonehill, Stukeley Meadows, Huntingdon, PE18 6ED
Tel (0) 1480 434334 Fax (0) 1480 432948
http:/iwww.meridian-audio.com



Cyrus products have a
reputation for being
smooth and creamy.
Gourmet Richard White
tucks into their latest
FM tuner.

TUNER
WITH

MAYONNAISE

" UNERS are funny things: for a
start we take them so much for
granted. In a lot of ways they are

like television sets: aside from staring
blankly at the screen, does anybody care
much, within reason, what the picture
and sound are like? Except, except...
Somewhere there must be a healthy-ish
market because | see no marked decline
in the number of different tuners on offer.
Forget about Digital Radio for the
moment; just about every major manufac-
turer offers a ‘steam’ FM tuner.

The new Cyrus FM7.5 is essentially an
update of the now six-years-old FM7, and
a stylish beast it is. In line with Cyrus’ cus-
tomary neat-but-solid line, the box is
deeper than it's broad, and has heat-sinks
cast directly into the casing. On the front
panel is a large LCD which displays both
the frequency in numbers and also an arc
of "blocks’ which has two functions,
according to choice. In one mode, the
degree of arc indicates the signal strength,
which can be useful when you're setting
up the aerial initially. In the other, which
the manufacturer calls ‘magic eye mode’,
the closing of the ‘curtains’ shows how
wel tuned a particular station is. Using
the numerical fine-tuning display, adjust-
ments can be made in steps of 10kHz,
which is nit-pickingly small. Assuming
that you have followed the instructions
praperly and are getting maximum signal,
it’s high time you had a listen.

HI-Fi WORLD

I HAD THE very gaod ioftune to be try-
ing out this tuner during the Proms sea-
son, so every night these was a splendid
lucky dip of masterpieces for the Classical
enthusiast. Sooner or later someone is
going to twig that a certain tragic lady
‘cellist does not have to be mentioned
every time Elgar’s famous concerto is per-
formed. That apart, Tortellier fils took the
orchestra and soloist through this sturdy
old chestnut in a way that would have
made his late pére proud.

Cello tone is rich in pattials, so the tre-
ble needs to be particularlv well behaved
to give a good account of this instrument.
It was altogether very handy to start my
listening with such a familiar piece. The
FM7.5 was content to hand on the music
smoothly with clean but not squeaky tre-
ble and a pleasant richness in the nether
regions.

PETER MAXWELL Davies’ newly-
commissioned work, Spinning Jenny, had
plenty of percussive content to check the
Cyrus’s get-up-and-go. This orchestral pic-
ture of the industrialized north allowed
the tuner to demonstrate its full grip of the
niceties of orchestral tone colour, particu-
larly the frequent bass dium thuds.

Radio 4’s comic show Just A Minute
afforded ample opportunity to put the
reproduction of the human voice to the
test. Better still, the placing of the per-
formers proved to be a good check of

review

stereo accuracy. This is important: if there
is muddle in the decoding stages, it can
be very difficult to decide who's speaking
when the whistle blows!

You'll not learn much about high
fidelity from compressed Rock stations,
but it's amazing what electronic effects
and phasing tricks can be played on quite
standard mixes. True to type, the Cyrus
passed on the mish-mash to thrilling etfect
(if you happen to be in the mood).

The FM7.5 has many virtues: fine per-
formance; compact size; ease of use.
Unfortanately it falls between two price
brackets, and it's possible that the not-
fusseds will stick to the under-£200 mark,
whilst audiophiles could splash the extra
cash and go further up-market.

Cyrus FM7.5 £398

Centralforce
Stonehill,
Huntingdon,
Cambs. PE18 6ED
Tel: 01480 451777

V\[ORLD VERDICT
288
A fine, smooth, musical tuner, com-
mendably simpla in style and opera-
tion. Only its price is counts against it.

| Measured Performance see page 119
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LOWEST PRICES IN THE UK?

MAIL ORDER HOTLINE 01204 861 861 - 01204 707079
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SOUND & VISION ® Open 9-6 Monday to Saturday

(FARNWORTH)

44 HIGHER MARKET STREET, Thursday late
FARNWORTH, BOLTON BL4 9BB .
Tel: (01204) 707079 ® Up to 36 Months Interest Free Credit

Tel: (01204) 861861 ® WE BEAT PRICES

LOWEST PRICES IN THE UK?




CALL US LAST TO FIND OUT......

MAIL ORDER HOTLINE 01204 861
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letters & e-mails

I am the first to admit that | am not fully
up to speed on the ins and outs of elec-
tronics, and | know | risk looking really
stupid amongst the experts who grace
your letters pages, but something has
heen bugging me that | have just got to
ask you about.

As a student, | have to get what
equipment | can, and it is usually vintage
- not for reason of sound quality, I think,
but just because it doesn’t look ‘sexy’
anymore. Anyway, | have bought an old
turntable, and a Leak Stereofetic tuner
(£5 - sounds great!). When it came to
wiring these up to their respective plugs,
I was a tad confused. Neither wire was
obviously marked as live or neutral.
Normally wires are marked either blue or
brown but these were just grey. Do |
gather from this that it does not matter
which way round you attach them? And |
know the turntable is connected to earth
via the amplifier, but the tuner has no
earth connection at all - is this safe?

Mark Moye
Ipswich, Suffolk

Provided that your amplifier is proper-
ly earthed, your tuner will he earthed
also, via the interconnects. Admittedly
this is not ideal but it has to be
because of the perishing nuisance of
‘earth loops’. Usually if a system has
more than one connection to earth,
you get hum. This is because with
elderly gear such as the Stereofetic,
the DC smoothing is not nearly a good
as we expect nowadays with micro-
chip regulation. The same goes with
vintage valve gear. Once you get
enough of these eddy currents running
round the place, the hum can assume
horrendous proportions. The time-hon-
oured solution has been to pick a
component to which all the others are
connected by their signal leads - usu-
ally the amplifier - and rely on that to
earth the lot. In practice it works out
better than you’d think. So that’s why
your tuner has no separate earth lead!
When two-pole mains flex has no
colour marking to identify Live and
Neutral, it’s still worth finding out

MAINS PLUG (
E | INTERNAL
| Fuse

WALL

u

SAFEARRANGEMENT FOR MAINS LEADS
WITHOUT SEPARATE EARTH

which is which with a continuity
buzzer - make sure you unplug every-
thing from the mains before you even
think of trying this. The item’s internal
fuse should always lead to the live
terminal of the plug, as shown. This
ensures that, should the fuse blow, the
unit is still earthed via the Neutral
lead. Connected the other way round,
there is the possibility of a blown fuse
leaving the unit ‘live’: IF the unit
develops a fault AND is not connected
via its signal leads etc to an earth
point, things could be very dangerous.
RMW

[m———— e ———

Ringmat Statmats,
DNM Licon contact
enhancer,
DNM Reson
'Speaker cable
and a FREE
subscription
Hi-Fi World f« r
the best letter of the
month! Please write,
fax or e-mail to Hi-Fi World

Fax: +44 (0)171 328 1844
E-mail: edlt@hl ﬂworld CO.uk

WRITE & WIN WITH HI-FI WORLD!

Every letter we print wins a superb prize! On offer are The
Chord Co. interconnects, Audio Electronics books,

e -

Mail, Suite F29, Imex House,
Kilbumn Park Road, London NW6 5LF.
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CLOCK WATCHING

Your advice would be of great assistance
in helping me to resolve my hi-fi dilem-
ma. My present system is an Orelle CD-
10 transport with DPA Enlightenment
DAC, Rega Elicit integrated amplifier,
Roksan Xerxes turntable
(XPS3.5/RB300/Goldring 1042) and ProAc
Tablette 50 'speakers on Target R1 stands.
Speaker cable is SonicLink Grey bi-wire,
the interconnects Chord Company with
the exception of a Roksan digital lead. All
this sits on a Target B4 stand with a
Campaign Audio screened distribution
block.

My main question concerns the digital
side of the system. Would | be wise in
having the rather old Orelle re-clocked,
or should | decide to get a new transport
(almost certainly a DPA). | am wary of
having to spend money on re-clocking
only to find later on that, if my transport
does need repairing, the CDM4 mecha-
nism is no longer made.

Generally | am pleased with my sys-
tem, but when my current cartridge
expires, would a change to a Rega Exact

P A pressing
case for

three-point
mounting?

be a good move? | understand that using
the three-bolt mounting arrangement
gives a more synergetic match.
Denis O’Keeffe
Wales

L Wworld mail

Lasers are limited in terms of useful

< life to between eight and 10 years
R\ normally, so you would indeed be

wiser to opt for a new one. If you
still felt the need for some
tweaking, apparently screwing
most of DPA’s components to
slabs of slate works rather
well!

Assuming your amp’s
phono stage will han-
dle an MC cartridge,
as an alternative you
could try Reson’s

Aciore at £215 trade-in.

However, this has a lean

sound, like the Xerxes, and
you might find the combination too
dry and cool sounding. In this case,
the same company’s top MM, the Reca
at £180 trade-in, might be a better
idea. And three-point mounting does
make a difference, but it isn’t night
and day. IM

Come clean with a spot of Licom.

PART EXCHANGE?

I am currently running an Audiolab
8000PX amp with a QED passive pre-
amp. The 'speakers are KEF 105/1s which
are bi-wired. | only use two sources: a
tuner and a Marantz CD-60SE CD player.
} want to bi-amp but | am finding it
very difficult to track down another
8000PX. | was wondering if there are any
other amps in the Audiolab range which
might match the 8000PX, as dealers |
have spoken to have said that | should
keep to the same manufacturer for the
best results. Is this really the case? If not,
are there any other models you would
recommend?
Philip Dilley
phil.dilley@virgin.net

Keeping to the same manufacturer
when bi-amping is almast mandatory,
but not so much for sonic reasons. The
root of the problem lies in finding two
power amplifiers which output the
same signal level for a given input. If
the two amps you choose differ in this
respect, you’ll end up with a lot more
treble and midrange than bass, or vice
versa. If any of Audiolab’s other amps
match the 8000PX, they will be

HI-F! WORLD

A The safest choice for bi-amping either with a pre or an integrated like
Audiolab’s 8000S is to go for an amp from the same company.

suitable for bi-amping.

Another thing to bear in mind is
that two sets of power amps connected
in paraliel to your passive pre will pre-
sent it with roughly half the input
impedance it sees at the moment, and
it might not be too happy about that.

Passive pres need to see a high imped-
ance (100kohms+ preferably). Check
with your local dealers as to how the
Audiolabs measure up in this area. JM

Make the right connection with
Chord Sirens.
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Tel.

Fax.
01834 842803 01834 842804

AYDIOTOM
SUPERCLOCK (S-Clock)
The Definitive CD Upgrade

if your CD Player relies on a standard clock, then it
is limited by inherent problems like jitter, slow
rise time which means timing errors, and
interference with the DAC conversion
process. Low level information is

lost and irretrievable.

Operates from a wide range of
supply voltages,+3v to +24v.

g =

jeater dypailessand detail
4

I
i

Is compact, mes
47mm by 47m

These standard clocks do not generate an
initial sine wave for conversion, they just
produce a waveform similar in shape

to a sawtooth.

feedback
E sine wave.

1oYy gicture tis....

® High accuracy oscillator /- 2ppm master clock.
® Negligible levels of power supply and data related jitter.
® Low distortion sine wave, virtually free of phase noise.

® Fast rise time resulting in greater data accuracy retrieval.

For further information on S-Clock, other components and upgrades: Tel. 01834 842803 Fax. 01834 842804 E-Mail: auidiocom@scotnet.co.uk
Most Major Credit/Debit Cards Accepted

DEFINITIVE AUDIO

DEFINITIVE AUDIO STARTER SYSTEM
"One of the best systems | have heard. At any price” HFC '98.
"The Living Voice Auditoriums are so good they may be the last speaker that you buy” AQ ‘99
AIRSCOUT SYSTEM
"Don't expect to find a better speaker system” HFC'97.
"If realism is your aim then this is as close as it gets.” WHF '98.

THE FOLLOWING ARE EX DEMONSTRATION MODELS

CD Players sale price “Never will you hear mussic so free, so real in physical presence™AQ ‘99.
LFD Mistral £649
Pink Triangle Numeral £700 SUVIMER CLEAROUT
Teac VRDS 8 £499 Part exchanged items for sale: Sale New
Amplifiers 2 x Vitavox RH330 mid range horns £300 pair
Aucic Aralogue Bellini/ 2 x Vitavox AK 157 bassdrivers £500 pair
Donizetti Na?m 72 pre amp £300 (£745)
Crimson 610/620 Naim CD2 £1000 (£2000)
ot Notts. Analogue Mentor Tonearm £400 (£800)
LFD L3O pre (inc MM/MC) Musical Fidelity A220 Int. amp ex-dem £580 (£700)
LFD Mistral integrated Musical Fidelity A2 Int. amp ex-dem £380 (£500)
LFD Mistral phono stage Musical Fidelity A2 Int. amp NEW £400 (£500)
Trilogy 901/948 (valve) Linn Isobarik stands per pair £40
Living Voice Auditorium - cherry £950 (£1500)
Loudspeakers Impulse Taus - Maple £1500 (£2700)
Heybrook Heylette (rosewood) Hadcock special Tonearm £400 (£600)
Heybtook Optima (cherry) Heybrook Optima loudspeakers NEW still boxed £190 (£250)
Keswick Blueprint Point One Carver Platinum loudspeakers £600 (£2700)
Neat Cribque mk Il (black) Art Auidio Quintet Integrated ex-dem £1250 (£1850)
Neat Mystique (cherry) Art Audio Diavolo 300B single ended £3000 (£4000)
Neat Pstite || (cherry)‘ Ariston RD 80 Tumtable (no arm) £100
Royd Doublet (black) (\udio Innovat'ions Series 800 Mk.1 £450
Royd Minstrel (black) ’;\’s'f””y Serviced )
udio Innovations S800 Anniversary £850 (£1500)
EMAIL replay@dial.plpex.com Audio Note P4 Monos £2500 (£4000)
WEB SITE http:/www.replay.dial.plpex.com Audio Note Dac3 Sig £1700 (£2850)
. Audio Note ANV i/connect 2m £250 (£ 500)
TEL: 01244 401290 Voyd Turntable - Ash £850 (£2000)
Demonstrations by appointment. Voyd Turntable - Mahogany £850 (£2000)
Mastercard. Visa. Switch. Deita. Helios Model | CD player ex-dem £1000 (£1300)
LP 12/ARO/LINGO/CIRCUS TRAMP etc £1200 (£3200)

Replay (Audio Consultants) Panton Road, Hoole, Chester, CH2 3HX
ALCHEMIS APOLLO @ AUDIO ANALOGUE @ AUDIO PHYSIC @ ® CREEX
® G N @ DNM RESON @ HEYBROOK @ YLD e
ISICAL FIDELITY @ NEAT @ ORIGIN L IANGLE @ PROJECT
AN @ ROYD @ SONNETEER @ TARC L J
@ UKD ® YAMAMURA CHURCHILL i«
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C @ TRICHORD @ TRILOGY

Plus - Too many second hand interconnects and speaker
cables (inc Audio Note Acoustic Precision) to list.  £Various
AMEX « VISA « MASTERCARD
Tel 0115 973 3222 Fax 0115 973 3666
« Living Voice + Border Patrol * Art Audio « SJS Electroacoustics « Wadia
Vitavox « Lowther « MF ¢ Kelly « Nott'm Analogue « Mystic mat « SME< WB ¢« Ortofon «
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REVOLUTION OR
EVOLUTION?

| would appreciate a bit of feedback on
my current system which consists of a
Michell Gyro/QC carrying an SME 309
and Ortofon MC30 Supreme MC. These
feed a Michell Iso HR, Densen DM20
and DM30 and Quad ESL63s. Nordost
Blue Heaven cabling is used throughout.

| feel the system is a little sharp and
edgy and have had various comments as
to the possible cause; the cartridge is
bright, the phono stage is bright, the
cabling is bright, and the ‘63s do nat
work in my room (15ft. by 17ty Are you
able to narrow it down at all?

The Iso is very detailed and | would
like to keep it if possible. The cartridge
can be changed if at fault (1 did think of
the new Lyra Lydian but understand it is
a terrible match with a 309). | really
adore the electrostatics, but if they are
causing the problem and have to go,
what boxes might give the open window
sound stage that the Quads produce?

On a slightly different tack, do you
know of anybody who manufactures LP
storage systems? | have been singularly
unsuccessful in locating any.

Mark Whitley

L world mail

A Densen’s amplification, like the Beat above, is fast and crisp but also bright,
so careful partnering is a necessity.

venturaseals@dixonintgroup.
freeserve.co.uk

Err, unfortunately, the “bright. . . bright.
. . comments above are pretty much
right. You could start by replacing the
Ortofon MC with one of The Cartridge
Man's Music Makers, although this
Moving Iron design has MM ovtput lev-
els and will require your Isa to be
reconfigured. This may be a very high-
compliance device, but it works well in
an SME V, so a 309 shouldn’t pose prob-
lems.

The Densens are very fast, rhythmic
amps, but they are bright too. Of course,
you could just plump for Michell's own

Orca and Alecto, but they don’t come
cheap. Personally, | would be sorely
tempted by MVL's A2+ integrated at
£1250 and Lavardin’s AS at £1300, both
of which are very smooth, natural per-
formers.

With a system re-jig along these
lines, you should find music much less
edgy. If the nasties persist, change your
interconnects for van den Hul The First
at £210. And if the Quads resolutely
refuse to function in your room, BKS’
107 Mk2s (£1500) are about as close as
you'll get without breaking the bank. JM

Crack down on crackle with an LP
statmat.

HEADLINE

The best sound | ever heard was my
system before | moved. The line-up
consisted of an Acoustic Research
Legend turntable (modified with an
outboard power supply made by
Mantra) bearing a Rega RB300 arm
and Linn Asaka cartridge. The
Musical Fidelity A1 amplifier is con-
nected to Monitor Audio 14s and
the AR via interconnects from van
den Hul and speaker cable from
Archer.

The house | was living in had a
concrete floor. However, after mov-
ing to a house with a suspended wooden
floor, the sound just fell apart. Gradually
most of the components got changed
without success, and then money became
tight and no further purchases were possi-
ble. Now the time is right to get my sys-
tem up and running again, so | would like
some advice.

With about £1500 to spend, | intend to
keep the AR and RB300, possibly buying
a Sumiko Blue Point which I've heard and
loved. As to amplification, | was thinking

HI-Fl WORLD

of an MF X-LP, MF X-Pre and MF X-A50s.
But when it comes to ‘speakers I'm at a

foss; | would like the original Acoustic
Energy AE1s if a pair could be found sec-
ond-hand at the right price, but I'm not
certain this is the way to go.
Derek Shorrock
dexys@marino24.ireeserve.co.uk

Before you think of shelling out more
money on components, try out a few
cheap tweaks. No1 is to slip a paving

slab (roughly £2-£5 at most DIY
shops) spiked to the floor under
your loudspeakers. This is usually
highly effective in reducing the
bass waffle caused by suspended
wooden floors.

Second, if you don’t already
have one, buy a wall shelf for
your turntable and then add
the X-LP.

The X-Pre and X-A50s are one
option at the price. So is an
Audio Analogue Puccini SE inte-
grated, which would have a
slightly more musical but less
detailed sound than the MFs. it would
also rule out easy bi-amping at a later
date.

Your current loudspeaker cable
could be upgraded too, with something
Iike DNM’s Reson (another solid-core
design). This would probably work
nicely with the AE1s as well seeing as
they can be bright. JM

Read all about it with John Linsley
Hood’s Audio Electronics.
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HOW TO ACHIEVE...
real MUSICAL PLEASURE fov YOUR SYSTEM

If you are reading this magazine we know you love music and want to listen to
beautiful music in your home. Our brochures, featuring unique and cost-effective
accessories, will help you get the maximum musical pleasure from your system.

“I am writing to say how impressed | am with the
Kimber PowerKords. The improvements are not
subtle - the increase in detail, bass depth and the
opening up of the sound stage are apparent to all
those who have listened to my system.

All-in-all, a superb investment, cheap at the price!”
Mr S Thompson, Croydon.

“They've now taken up
permanent residence in
our system!” Dec ‘97

Hi-Fi WoRrLD
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Kimber Kable
PowerKord

MAIL ORDER DIRECT W

For your FREE brochure call 0800 373467 (uk only) quoting ref: AHW1099 n“

4’ 0 Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd., Edge Bank House, Skelsmergh, Kendal, Cumbria LAS 9AS.
ugny 5 Tel: (+44) 01539 823247 Fax: (+44) 01539 823317 E-mail: ahw1099@russandrews.com WWW.russandrews.com

digital
It's been bought to our attention that our recent
adverts are given the impression that we only cater for
the Vinyl Lover.

Although, we admit, that is one of our specialities, we
don’t want you lovers of Digital to feel left out.
We also stock some of the finest Digital components,
and in no way do we have a Flat Earth attitude
towards the latest technology.

So, for one month only, we redress the balance and
say loud and clear “Digital is Great” - come to
Walrus for all your Numerical Needs.

Amazon  ARS Acoustica ATC  Audible lllusions  Audio Physic  Audio Synthesis  Avantgarde CAT  Clearaudio DNM  EAR Yoshino
Eggleston Works  Electrocompaniet  Final  Graham  Helios JM Lab Living Voice Morch  Musical Fidelity MVL  NotePerfect  Nordost
Ortofon  Plinius  Rega  Simon Yorke Designs  Stax  Sugden  Transfiguration  Trilogy ~ Van den Hul ~ Yamamura Churchill

H\' Interest free
- i fax: 0171 724 4347

credit on most
'. 1 Walrus syStems ire;:s', sub/'e(('lsl() e-mail: mail@walrus.co.uk
11 New Quebec St, London W1 0171 724 7224 LG Web: www.walrus.co.uk
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A Pioneer A-300R Precision.

SWEETER SEEKER

| have the following system: Marantz CD-
63 SE, Rotel RC-965 pre, RB-850 power
amp and Tannoy m3 ‘soeakers. The prob-
lem with the above, which has seemingly
blighted most of my systems, is sibilance.
I have thought of changing the amps. Do
you think this might help, and if so what
would be the best bet, say up to £400?
Steve Tingle

Has your amplification been a common
thread linking all your systems? If so,
then yes, the sibilance is probably down

to it. You don’t mention a budget, but
Pioneer’s A-300R Precision at £400 is
well worth a listen, as is Audio
Analogue’s standard Puccini integrated.

As the Tannoys don’t have the
smoothest treble in the business, you
ceuld try sweetening them with a
length of DNM’s Reson ‘speaker cable
at £7/m. Your interconnects might also
be partially to biame - Monacor's
Green at £6 for a metre set would help
here. JM

Try your Marantz with a CD statmat.

world mail

A Joined up writing -
Monaccr Green.

THORING OUT
My present system is very old: Thorens
TD166 Mkl turntable, Shure M75ED and
Stanton 880 cartridges, Onkyo CD player,
Denon DR-M22 three-head cassette deck,
Arcam Alpha amp (the very first one} ard
KEF C40 ‘speakers.

| don’t have much money to spend on
improving the system, just £30-£35. What

Hi-FI WORLD

can | achieve with this sort of money?
Buy good speaker cables and intercon-
nects? Speaker stands? Actually, I am
quite happy with the sysiem considering
its age (the CD player is just a year old,
though) but | feel something could be
done to upgrade it.

Anamit Sen

India (a desert as far as hi-fi is
concerned).

As mentioned elsewhere this month, a
paving slab beneath loudspaaker
stands can work very well, although as
you don’t yet own a pair, purchasing
some would be the vital first step.
Then, assuming you’re using the free-
bie wiring supplied with your compo-
nents, invest in intercornects like
Monacor’s Green (£5.50, tel: 0181 452
0161) or Tandy'’s Gold Patck: (£5.99, tel:
0800 358 3858). And if you're using
bell wire, a change to 79-strand cable
would be a wise move. Sheapest of all
is a phone directory or cloih-wrapped
brick on each piece of equipment. It
looks ugly but it can be very effective.
JmM

Clean up the act with Reson Licom.
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INNOVATIVE APPROACH

My current system consists of a Linn
LP12/Ittok/Karma, X-LP phono stage,
Leak Varislope pre-amp and TL12+
monoblocs driving KEF Coda 9
‘speakers.

I recently borrowed an Audio
Innovations Series 300 amp and was
stunned by the results. Although the
results were far too smooth to be
realistic (Mick Jagger sounding like
Frank Sinatra!) and lacking in
dynamics, the revelation was the
sound staging. The stereo immage had
real depth to it and instruments could
be easily pinpointed in a broad sound
stage that had height as well as width.
In addition, there seemed to be far
more detail, with vocals in particular
sounding more realistic, if over-sweet.

To achieve similar results without
the excessive smoothness, what
should | do? My options would seem
to be to replace the pre-amp with a
more modern one or purchase an
integrated valve amp. What would
your advice he? My budget is limited
to about £200 plus the possible
proceeds from the sale of my Leak
set-up if you recommend the
integrated option.

James Spreadbury
james@sprdbry.freeserve.co.uk

To be honest, you’d have a hard
time buying a valve pre or
integrated on such a limited
budget. But when you have
monoblocs like the TL12+s, why
bother with an integrated any-
way? By far the weakest link in
your current system is the
Varislope; change it for a
Musical Fidelity X-Pre and you
might be surprised at how major
an improvement it is. This will
also leave you with money to
upgrade your loudspeakers - the
Coda 9s were never the best at
their £300 price point. Sell these,
add your £200, and then audition
the likes of Mission’s 772 (£230).
You could also try Tannoy’s
Revolution r2.5 Hoor standers
(£350), depending on how much
bass you want. JM

Have a ponder with Hood’s Audio
Electronics book.
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I'T’S IMPOSSIBLE TO RE-CREATE THE TRUE
SOUND OF A FULL ORCHESTRA IN YOUR
LIVING ROOM!

AT SOUNDS OF MUSIC WE TAKE YOU '
THE CLOSEST POSSIBLE. WHATEVER |
YOUR TASTES - WHATEVER YOUR BUDGET
- WHATEVER YOUR DOMESTIC SITUATION,
‘SOUNDS OF MUSIC’ WILL SATISFY ‘i
YOUR EVERY NEED. OUR NUMEROUS AND "Q '
WELL EQUIPPED DEMONSTRATION
LOUNGES HOUSE SOME OF THE WORLDS .
FINEST HI-FIDELITY PRODUCTS AND QUR
VERY SPECIAL POLICY OF ONE MONTHS
HOME TRIAL-EXCHANGE SYSTEM WILL
ENSURE YOUR TOTAL SATISFACTION IN
ACHIEVING THE VERY BEST -

MUSIC IN THE HOME. ‘d-.,_‘.,, ®
FOR SERVICE AND ADVICE - WE CAN'T BE BEATEN !

%* 1 MONTHS HOME TRIAL EXCHANGE SCHEME * INTEREST FREE CREDIT * * FREE DELIVERY & INSTALLATION *

. Agencies include:
. Avantgarde, Argento, Audio Synthesis, Advantage, Audio Physics, Apollo, Audion, Audio Note, Audio Research, Audio Analogue,

.Anthem, Altis, AVI, ATC, Alon, Acoustic Energy, Atacama, Artemis, BCD, Base, Balanced Audio Technology, Bow, Bose, Burmester,:

Convergent Audio Technology, Chord, Copland, Cadence, Cable-Talk, Churchill, Copulare, Clear Audio, Dunlavy, DAC,

. Eggleston-Works, Electrocompanient, Eikos, FM Acoustics, Genesis, Graham, Graff, Goertz, Goldring, Gershman, Hales,Harbeth,

Helios, Hovland, Jamo, J M Labs, Koetsu, Krell, KEF, Klipsch, Lexicon, Lumley, Lyra, L.A.T, Lavardin, Musical Technology, MIT,
. Magnum, Magnum Dynalab, Micromega, Marantz, Martin Logan, Mitchell,Musical Fidelity, Neat, Nordost, Nottingham Analogue,

:Opera, Optimum, Ortofon, Orelle, Orchid, Osborn, Plinius, Promenade, PAD, Passlabs, Pro-ac, Pink Triangle, Primare, QED, Quad,f

Refrence 3A , Rockport, Ruark, Rel, Roland, SME, Shure, Sequerra, Sennheiser, Sonic Link, Soundstyle, Sonic Frontiers,
Spendor, Sonus-Faber, Stands Unique, Target, Trilogy, Tannoy, Totem, Talk, Transparent, Transfiguration, Triangle, Unison
Research, VAC, Woodside, Wisdom, Wilson, Wilson Benesch, Wadia, XTC, XLO, YBA, Zingali.

10-12 Chapel Place,
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 1YQ 34 Horselydown Lane,
Tel: 01892 547003 / 616383 2 P London SE1

Fax: 01892 616517 4 ' Tel: 0171 357 8882

Web site: (75 yards from Tower Bridge)
http://www.sounds-of-music.co.uk




TONING A
FLABBY BOTTOM

I know you’ve heard it all before but |
have a genuine upgrade problem that |
think you can help with. In 1992, to add
to my Technics turntable, Philips CD
player and Linn Index 2 ‘speakers, |
bought a Linn intek amyp. This replaced a
Pioneer that | had acquired in 1977.

The above was replaced through a
series of upgrades so that my system now
consists of a Rega Planar 2/3 (to all
intents and purposes a hybrid of the two)
with a Mission 773 high-output moving-
coil cartridge. The CD player is a
Marantz CD-63 mkll KI-S, the tuner a
Denon TU-260L and the tape deck an
Aiwa AD-F450. The Linn is still the main
link to the ‘speakers which are now KEF
Reference 1s. The cables are mostly
Tandy Gold Patch except for the
Marantz, which has the Rega Couple
interconnect. The ‘speakers are bi-wired
with Linn K20.

| am happy with every aspect of my
system but the amplification (though the
phono stage is great). Do you think | am
looking in the right area to upgrade? | am
aiter a more relaxed sound, albeit with
greater control, especially in the bass
department (my room is 20ft. by 12ft.) 1
think | would like to go for bi-amping -
should | use the Intek to drive a power

r__world mail

A Two'’s company with Creek.

amp and survive with the two? Or would
! be better off getting rid of that and
going the whole hog on a new amp? Any
help would be greatly appreciated.
Dave McKenzie
dogsmckenzie@currantbun.com

Bi-amping would certainly help, but
one very important thing to bear in
mind is that the integrated znd power
amps you’ll be using will need to have
the same input sensitivity. This nor-
mally means you're stuck with amps
from the same manufacturer.

The easiest way around this prob-
lem, should you decide against a sec-
ond Intek or another matching Linn
amp, would be to buy a pair of identi-
cal powers to partner with the pre of
your choice. One relatively afferdable

combo might be Musical Fidelity’s X-
Pre with two of Creek’s A43 power
amps, total cost about £850. However,
you’d then need to add either compa-
ny’s appropriate phono stage, thereby
sneaking the price up over £1000,
although selling your Intek should
raise a few quid.

Another line of attack would
invalve spending on superior wiring.
The Tardy cables are good for the
money, but LAT’s IC-50 (reviewed last
month) would substantially better them
at a cost of £30 a set. And as for the
‘speaker side of the equation, the K20
could be uggraded to Nordost Flatline
Gold MXll (just under £10/m). JM

Try a little sparkle with
an LP statmat.

DOING IT DIY STYLE

I will soon be moving to a new house and
will have access to my own room where |
intend to set up a second system. |
already have an amp, ‘speakers and CD
player left over from previous upgracles,
bu! | want to add a turntable too.

Having read your review on the Origin
live basic kit, | decided that a spot of DIY
was in order, so | intend to purchase the
kit along with a moditied OL RB250.
IHowever, | am stuck on the decision as to
which cartridge to go for. | have a budget
of around £220-250 and, obviously, do
not want to make a mistake as | won'l be
able to audition hefore buying. | am con-
sidering the Reson Reca MM and the
Ortofon MC25FL, but would really appre-
ciate your guidance.

The rest of the system will be made up
of a Linn Pretek/Powertek combo, Epos
ES11 ‘speakers hi-wired with QED 79
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strand ‘speaker cable, and DIN Maplin
Sharx interconnects

4

Neal Gibbons
neal gibbons@europe.adaptec.con:

With the wiring sorted out, I’d head
again in a DNM direction with their
Reca. The MC25FL can sound rather
cool, and given your loudspeakers and
amplification, that’s probably not such
a wise idea. JIM

Before you settle on a cartridge, a
chaoge of cabling would be a good
idea. Maplin’s Sharkwire is decent
enough for the money but commercial
interconnects at £10-£15 would better
it without difficulty. And DNM’s Reson
speaker cable at £6.95/m. would be
another major step forward.

Soft out your signals with a pair of
Chord Sirens.
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HEAT

T was 8.30am and the temperature

was climbing through 30°C. As | ate

breakfast on the hotel terrace. In front
of me, sweeping away down the hill
towards the sea lay Penang, with its tower
blocks rising up amongst tropical palms.
All around me the air wasn't filled with
tropical bird song; they'd fled. No sir - it
was filled with American accents as exec-
utives from Hewlett Packard, Intel, AMD,
Fairchild and just about every other major

A Phil Jones of American Acoustic
Development beside one of his loud-
speakers, produced in China.

malaysia ‘99 y

U.S. semiconductor manufacturer dis-
cussed their day’s forthcoming business.
What was once a British Colony is now
host to the Americans, who have brought
in modern electronics technologies.
Although impressed by their neat
appearance and no-nonsense manner, |
was just a little saddened to be reminded
that Britain just isn’t there. It seemed that

audio electronics and hi-fi. There’s
enough long term investment still from
Japan and America to ensure their econo-
my is far from doomed.

It seemed to me that this year’s
Malaysia Audio Show in Kuala Lumpur
reflected the economic situation. A little
smaller and less frantic than in previous
years, but healthy. It had the usual mix of

all the world’s great names in Fibﬂim local products: British and
electronics have plants in PAJl}l,E'RAN : American specialist hi-fi, plus
Penang and not one of them HI-F! & AV Japanese new technology. With

British. How we have lost the Japan a few hours away “as the
Mrw o Fores H ” H
plot. ) 747 flies” Japanese companies

MALAYSIA HAS attracted
huge inward investment in the
electronics industry, which has IR
spread itself across large industri-
al estates on the Malaysian main-
land and on the island of Penang.
Mixed in with America’s largest
names were audio plants like Philips and
Clarion, Blaupunkt, Toshiba, Hitachi;
Sony’s largest factory outside Japan is
located in Malaysia too.

With an economy reliant on electron-
ics it isn’t perhaps surprising that
Malaysians take a healthy interest in
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frequently show new praducts

here earlier than in the West.
.
b AL e Panasonic were the largest

Ope |
exhibitors this year. They'd
amww devoted a large area to DVD

o Audio, running regular sound
quality demonstrations. This
new coding standard offers a 24-bit
amplitude description at 192kHz sam-
pling rate, far higher than CD’s traditional
16-bit at 44.1kHz. It eliminates all the low
level problems of CD, as well as its strict
“brick wall” upper frequency limit. It is
the first time digital audio can unquestion-
ingly surpass analogue in terms of theoret-
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A (Pictures clockwise fror

ical perfarmance. Panasonic’s demonstra-
tion attempted to show how these new
coding schemes deliver both powerful
dynamics and low level subtleties without
the sterility, edginess and flattended per-
spectives inherent in 16-bit. | came away
impressed both by the sound, and by the
effort Panasonic had put into the demo.

SHARP WERE demonstrating
MiniDisc and capturing the attention of
Malaysia’s young. With 54% of the popu-
lation under the age of 25 (UK: 32%;
Japan: 29%) this is a "young” country
with limited interest in anything much
older than the CD. On display was a new
portable model, the MDMT 20HS, price
Rm1100 (£180). Curiously, Sony put on a
lacklustre A/V product demonstration, giv-
ing little prominence to MiniDisc - a Sony
technology - and none at all to Super
Audio CD (SACD), a rival to DVD-Audio.

Philips has many factories in South
East Asia, including China | was told, so
MiniDisc’s rival, recordable CD, was on
display. There were no new models and
prices are much like those in Europe,
doubtless to prevent ‘grey importing’. |
noticed that local prices on electronics
goods in general were nearly identical to
the UK, which means Malaysians effec-
tively pay more than us, because the
pound is so strong. In other areas prices
are around 25% lower than the UK. In
addition to full size models there was a
neat Mini Component, the CDR- 560.
This is available in Europe and will be
replaced soon by the CDR-570.

Hi-Fl WORLD

MALAYSIA HAS its own Menthor
range of valve amplifiers and here there
was a price difference. One model, a
small hybrid with valve preamplifier and
solid state output stage producing 20watts
per channel was priced at 899 Rm - just
£150. 1 was told that this was selling
strongly. Menthor produce a wide range,
catering for differing tastes. They have a
70W powerhouse based on KT88 heam
tetrodes working in push-pull, a parallel
211 triode amplifier producing 20W and a
push-pull 300B amplifier also producing
20W per channel.

From China I spotted Shenzen Valve
Audio Laboratory amplifiers. Their
VP110S produced 50W per channel using
6550 operating in push-pull. Also on dis-
play were single ended 845 and 211
amplifiers producing around 20W per
channel, plus a 20W push-pull 3008
amplifier. At Rm6200 for the latter
(£1000) these amplifiers are not cheap,
so again Malaysians do not enjoy price
advantages over the West. Frankly, I sus-
pect that they should, since local labour
costs are considerably lower.

ANOTHER EYE-catching valve ampli-
fier was a tiny Audiospace 18W per chan-
nel integrated unit from Hong Kong, using
EL34 output pentodes. Priced at just
Rm3000 (£500) which certainly seemed
popular with the local buyers. Audiospace
also produce a range of valve amplifiers
but with prices up to Rm18000 (£3000)
they are surprisingly expensive consider-
ing production again is in China.

malaysia ‘99

1 left) Panasonic were demonstrating DVD-Audio. It will be available in the UK next year. Trikay’s
‘Britain in Malaysia’ theme was attractively presented, showing Arcam and Castle products. The 20W VP 300BD push-pull
from Valve Audio Laboratory of China at left, and their 25W single-ended 845 amplifier at right (£2600).

There were plenty of British hi-fi com-
panies present. Importer Trikay had a
‘Britain in Malaysia’ theme, with an ele-
gant display of Arcam and Castle prod-
ucts. | saw a few assorted Brits this year,
including Colin Aldridge, Sales and
Marketing Director of Meridian, who was
supporting their local importer. Alsa pic-
tured here is Phil Jones who founded
Acoustic Energy in the U.K. back in
1987. He subsequently moved to Boston
Acoustics in America, married a Chinese
girl in New York and now lives in
Shunde, Southern China. Phil runs an
audio manufacturing business, perhaps
confusingly named American Acoustic
Development. "Why did you choose that
name?” | asked. "It sounded good, comes
at the top of any alphabetical list and we
still have manufacturing in North
Carolina, America, so it's not inappropri-
ate, even if we are located in China and
funded by Chinese money - I'm here
demonstrating our range of loudspeakers,
which we can produce at knockout
prices”

| WENT TO Malaysia for two reasons:
to cover the show and to show dealers an
export retail version of our own KEL34
valve amplifier. That’s what found me in
Penang after the show, a little bemused to
find myself having breakfast amongst
teams of Americans talking nothing but
digital! Happily analogue hi-fi still sells
well in the Far East, especially when
valves are involved. There’s still room for
sanity somewhere!
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PRODUCTS TO IMPROVE
THE SOUND OF YOUR
RECORDS & CDs

RINGMAT

The world’s leading turntable mat

RINGMAT
SUPPORT SYSTEM

A complete, modular system to help you
achieve the perfect sound from your LPs

O STATMAT

for the best sound from your CDs

plus????

Find out about our new products at
THE HI-FI SHOW ’99
Novotel Hotel, Hammersmith, West London
25th — 26th September

You will find us at the
Hi-Fi News Accessories Club Stand
Opposite the entrance

We look forward to secing old friends and making new
acquaintances. If you can’t visit the Show, contact us
afterwards to learn about the latest products and special
show offers

RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS

PO BOX 200 BRENTWOOD ESSEX CM15 9FB GB
T: +44 (0)1277 200 210 F: +44 (0)1277 201 225
E-mail: eng-hfw@ringmat.com

Website: www.ringmat.com
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Hi-Fi Without HT?

True valve (tube) SE equivalent quality from solid
state electronics? Yes! now it is really possible.

Introducing
The Opal-25i SE Integrated Class ‘A’

6 inputs incl phono of pure class A operation.
Single ended circuitry using audiophile quality
components throughout including ALPS volume
controls & gold plated connectors

For turther details, Please contact;-
Sound Management Consultants Ltd

, j Tel/Fax 01709 579 010

re
SMi

Email:smebsimpson@compuserve.com

the real sound experience

Trade-in price *£135.00

Trade in price *£345.00

ciore —:
ac Trade-in price  *£215.00

-

Trade-in pive  *x%75.00

'
)

=

-~ .
Cnc- 'E. = Trade=in price *£180.00

*Trade.in any cartridge to qualify for the sgesial offer price.
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L review

AMUSEMENT
ARKAYDIS

interesting slant to them.

HE Arcaydis AS2 models
employ the same wood
veneered cabinets as the ASCs

that my esteemed colleague, Richard

White, reviewed in our June edition.
Supplied with our review samples was a
pair of optional dedicated stands, which
presumably will work just as well with
the ASCs. What differentiates the AS2s
from their cheaper brothers is chiefly the
drive units chosen for the task.

If your usual listening position is low
down and you’re not blessed with a
neck of giraffe-like proportions, it may
be advisable to use stands smaller than
those supplied. Due to my low-slung
sofa (knees under chin), the dedicated
stands raised the ‘speakers a little too
high, so the drive units were firing about
three feet above my head! Resorting to a
foot-high pair of ‘cheapies’ actually
improved the performance in this
instance, but in more appropriate condi-
tions, the dedicated stands give a solid
performance.

FIRMLY FIXED TO the backward
slanting front baffle is a Morel bass/mid
unit and a Titanium Dioxide tweeter by
the French company Focal. Both of these
units are used in ‘speakers more expen-
sive than the AS2s, so with our pleasant
memories of the ASC model, good results
were expected. Richard noted that the
ASCs were detailed and strong on imaging
but took a bit of driving. Well, the same
results were found with the AS2s only
more so!

The superior drive units made all the
difference when it came to detail. My ref-
erence Roksan Caspian CD player and
Audio Analogue’s Puccini SE integrated
amp, along with Nordost's Blue Heaven
cable, definitely brought out the best in
the AS2s. Sensing that these speakers
would appreciate smaller forces rather

HI-Fl WORLD

Simon Pope gives ear to a pair of loudspeakers with an

than the Greatest Hits of the Dagenham
Girl Pipers, | treated to them to the Alban
Berg Quartet getting their bows around
Ravel’s String Quartet. The sweetness of
the violins’ woody tone was neatly cap-
tured by the AS2s to give a very smooth
and refined perfoemance, The warm vibra-

to which is favoured by this ensemble
provided a musical and enjoyable listen.
Especially good were the hard pizzicati
in the second movement, revealing the
sound of fingers on strings in full percus-
sive detail.

AFTER ALL THIS sophistication | felt
that the Arkaydis” needed a bit of rough to
stretch them out a bit, so a dose of
Stravinsky’s Rite Of Spring was duly
administered. The volume-control of the
Puccini SE being cranked to 12 o’clock
confirmed that the power-hungry Morel
bass units need an amp with plenty of
poke to do justice to the syncopated
rhythms. The AS2s picked up on the pin
point imaging of this recording, almost to
the extent that the first and second flutes

desks could be picked out, not just the
section as a whole!

Not surprisingly, where the AS2s don’t
truly bring home the bacon is in the low
bass dept. Still, you can’t expect your
eyes to vibrate in their sockets from
something not much larger than a shoe
box. There’s plenty of punch available
but it's a tom-tom rather than a kick
drum: bouncy and light rather than gut-
punching. Playing Orbital’s “In the
Middle of..."” confirmed this. Whilst they
conveyed all the electronic intricacies
with verve, at touch more bottom end
would have felt more involving. Despite
this, they play electronic music well.
Since the treble is never over-hard, sibi
lance and tizz is kept to a minimum.

Although the AS2s are impressively
detailed, other ‘speakers in the price
range can offer a larger sound and heavier
build. For example, a pair of solid wood
faced Opera Primas are well-suited to
classical music, are roughly the same
dimensions, but have a deeper bass
response (and are easier to drive). For all
that the Arkaydis will bear a closer listen
if you're on the hunt for a small ‘speaker
which combines fine detail with good
manners.

Arkaydis AS2 £699

Arkaydis

19 Lisle Avenue,
Kidderminster,
Worcs DY11 7DF
Tel: 01562 865788
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ORANGES
& LEMONS

Juicy fruit from
London’s freshest
hi-fi / home cinema retailer.
Free home installation + credit cards,
0% credit finance available
(subject to status).

ARCAM, B&W, CABLETALK,
CASTLE, CHORD CO, DENON,
EPOS, KEF, MARANTZ,
MICROMEGA, NAD, NAIM, NEAT,
QUAD, REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL,
ROYD, RUARK, SOUNDSTYLE,
STANDS UNIQUE, YAMAHA

Now in our fifth flamboyant year

THE INNOVATIVE
AUDIO RETAILER

0171-924 2040
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, CLAPHAM, SW11

p‘Bear audio

presents

Shahinian
DYNAVECTOR
Well Tempered

Stockists and Information from
Pear Audio Ltd. 7 Prospect Place,
Alnmouth, Northumberland, NE66 2RL
Tel: 01665 830862 Fax: 01665 830051
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FOR THE LOVE OF VINYL
VV2 valve vinyl preamplifier
Remote power supply system
Large energy storage bank
Passive RIAA equalisation
High quality components
Ultra-gloss piano finish
40,000 custom colouars

Star ground system

Excellent dynamics

Stable imaging

Very transparent

Very musical

Low noise

Phone or fax 01931 712822
For a catalogue

PAUL HYNES DESIGN
Performance audio amplification

Interconnects
EFF-ISL analogue “#ast Suy
EFF-IXLR balanced (xLrRxLR)

EFF-ID co-ax digital (phonoiphono)
EFF-IV 75 ohm video (phonol/phono)
DAC-X analogue (phono/phono) e

DAC-XLR AES/EBU digital (x.rRXLR)
ZAC Fibre optic (TosLink) NEW for 1999

Speaker Cables

Classic Series: 2.5mm, 4mm, 6mm (NEW) & Quatttro 4 (bi-wire),
Ply Series: 2.0, 3.4 (low inductance) & 3.4S (shielded - NEW)
LINC Series: 2.5mm and 4mm (shielded)

SUPRA DS
i
Hi-Fi Choic 04/99 Y

3’50

Recommended"” - M lce 05/99

(finishes: Beechwood, Black Ash, Cherry & Rosewood)

A.id the UPGRADEABLE M Series

M1 (from £759/pr - “worth consideration” - Hi-Fi Wor

M2 (from £1399/pr - “Recommended” - Hi-Fi Chol

M3 Signature (from £2499/pr) - Active upgrades (from £1495)
(veneers: Beechwood, Birds-eye Maple, Black Ash, Cherry & Rosewood)

5 year transferable guarantee on all Audiovector speakers

IMaidstone, ME15 9YT. Tel/Fax: 01622 66 40 70. Web: www.glaive.co.uk
:Please send me info on: Supra cables O Audiovector O

]

:Name: .............................................................................................. i
:Address: .......................................................................................... :
[ 50000 B000000000aONIO0AA A0 AO000A0A00a0 0G0 I O IO ]
T :
] . ]
(ROSLOOGE: ..o HEWODO
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L column

T was that sultry, dirty heat you get

in the city. | rolled up the pavement,

hopping form shop to shop, the
acrid smell of exhaust fumes mingling
with pungent odours reminiscent of the
Far East. This was London’s Edgware
Road on a hot Saturday, its lines of elec-
tronics shops attracting crowds of shop-
pers, mostly visitors. Central London is
no place to be when the tarmac is
beginning to melt and decomposing
rubbish makes it less salubrious than a
Kuala Lumpur back alley. This is when
Londoners are stuck in their cars some-
where on the M25, desperately trying to
get out. | weaved in and out of the
meandering, gawping crowds, my mind
fixed on buying recordable CDs,
although somewhere deep down a
picture of a beach and cool water kept

))

fighting its way
through. Then |
thought of an M25
tratfic jam and was
happy to continue
with my search.

What it turned
up was surprising. |
expected to be
offered a range of
proprietary CD-Rs
and CD-RWs, much
in the way cassette tapes were once
sold. The situation seemed potentially a
lot simpler too. There are CD-R discs
and CD-RW discs, in Computer and
Audio versions. An audio CD-R you can
record just once, but it is cheap at
around £2.50 and it will work on almost
any CD player, but not some of the
latest fitted with SCMS (Serial Copyright
Management System). A CD-RW is
(was?) more expensive but it can be
rewritten over and over again. | needed
audio versions of both, since they would
be played on a variety of hi-fi machines
including modern SCMS equipped
Philips recorders, as well as older non-
SCMS types.

Computers and general electronics
such as cameras and calculators now
dlominate Tottenham Court Road’s land-
scape. Specialist hi-fi is a minority inter-
est. Ask for recordable CDs and you get
oftered computer discs. | asked for audio
discs and was surprised to find that
some shops don’t even have them yet,
because demand isn’t strong enough. It's

Needless to say
there’s always
someone who’ll ship a
batch of these cheap discs to
the West to make a few bob.

all a matter of price: computer drives visited five shops and was offered only
Pioneer and Philips product. Not one of
the shops | visited stocked ‘audio’ CD-
RWs, showing that demand is limited.
Finally, | stumbled into Pro Tape, in
Percy Street, off Tottenham Court Road.
They had a good stock and understood
the issues, ottering me a TDK CD-RW
XG (for audio) for £14. | was taken
aback by the price, since a recordable

have sunk as low as £200 and demand
for them and discs has risen in inverse
proportion. But price is the all important
factor with computers it seems, rather
than quality. | was offered unbranded
CD-Rs for £1.50 and unbranded CD-
RWs for a mere £4.50. Every shop was
stocking the latter, imported from the Far
East | was told, sitting in “bargain’ piles.
Factory’s that once made recording
tape are now making recordable CDs
and quality is just as variable, it seems.
Some of these cheap computer discs

MiniDisc costs around £3 - and they are
comparable. But this was the only CD-
RW available on Tottenham Court Road
it seemed and low demand means high
prices, TDK told me when | phoned
them.

When | went back a few weeks later
Pro Tape offered me a Traxdata CD-RW
“for audio” at a mere £4.95! How things
can change in a few weeks!

suffer a lot of dropouts and doubtless
there’s significant variation in coating
quality, across a disc and between
batches. One company making record-
able CDs is Taiyo Yuden, who make
That's tape. Taiyo is a chemical

So a sweltering afternoon on one of
London’s busiest thoroughfares pro-
duced some surprises. Recordable CD
might have taken oft with computers,
but it has yet to do so with hi-fi. Yet it
looks as if this part of the hi-fi market is
about to get hot. Expect to meet a lot of
confusion and a wide range of prices.
Just cdlon’t get too hot about the whole
thing yourself, ‘cos it may arive you to

melt down.
company and illustrate just how far
removed from end use such a supplier
can be. Taiyo turn out a good prod-
uct, as do TDK, Sony, Philips and
Maxell. There are many coating
K . | —
manuiacturers in the Far East who ; xr
»

cater for the low quality end of the T ¥+
market though, to supply local mar-
kets where people cannot, and do

not, expect to pay Western prices.
Needless to say there’s always
someone who'll ship a batch of
these cheap discs to the West to
make a few hob, and this is what
I saw on Tottenham Court Road.
Unlike computer discs, audio
discs carry an SCMS code and are
more diificult to produce. TDK
tell me they have better coating
quality too. So you can't get
cheapo audio discs at present,
although this is changing fast. On
my first trek up Tottenham Court
Road | was surprised to find that
few dealers stocked audio discs.

POOMADY] |9ON

It wasn't an exhaustive survey. |
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ZERFECT\ON

THE SOUTHWESTS PREMIER RETAILER

CONTACT NIGEL ON:- 01326 221372
OR MOBILE 0498 554357
e-mail:- soundsperfection@mailcity.com

AUDITION THE FOLLOWING PRODUCTS HERE:-

AMPLIFIERS:-ALCHEMIST * AUDIO ANALOGUE * AUDIO NOTE *
BORDER PATROL ELECTROCOMPANIET * GRAFF * MUSICAL FIDELITY *
PARASOUND * PRIMARE * SONIC FRONTIERS SUGDEN * UNISON
RESEARCH
SPEAKERS:- AUDIO NOTE * AUDIO SPECTRUM * BOSTON ACOUSTICS
* .M. LABS * KELLY * MAGNAT MONITOR AUDIO * REL SUBWOOFERS *
TOTEM * TRIANGLE * TSUNAMI * VIENNA ACOUSTICS

C.D. PLAYERS:- ALCHEMIST * AUDIO ANALOGUE * AUDIO NOTE *
MUSICAL FIDELITY * PARASOUND SONIC FRONTIERS * TEAC * TRI-
CHORD

ANALGOUE:- AUDIO NOTE * HENLEY DESIGNS * MICHELL * MUSICAL
FIDELITY * ORTOFON * PROJECT SME * THORENS * VOYD

ANCILLARIES:- ATACAMA * AUDIOQUEST CABLES - CABLE TALK *
FINSTEIN * ELEMENTAIL AUDIO PHIIOSOPHY CABLES * SONIC LINK *
STANDS UNIQUE * STRAIGH I' WIRE * TARA LABS CABLE'S TARGET

WE HAVE THESE SECOND HAND PRODUCTS

SALE
Electrocompaniet 120 Dmb  (Just Run In) £2295
Monitor Audio Studio 20 Ann Piano Black New £1895
Electrocompaniet Ec 4.6 Pre-Amp Ex-Dem £1349
Parasound He/A 2200 Amplifier Mint £1095
Parasound He/A 2200 Power Amplifier Boxed £1149
Audio Note Dac 2 Mint Boxed (Near New) £849
Parasound Pl/D 2000 Pre-Amp Boxed Mint £975
Audioquest Sterlin SPeaker Cable ( 3metre Pair ) Mint£895
Alchemist Forseti l%/(‘ Int Amp Boxed Hardly Used  £895
Electrocompaniei Aw60ftt Ex -Dem Boxed £849
Parasound Cbp2000 Boxed £649
Rel Stadium I (Upgrade) Black £875
Alchemisc Forseti %/C Integrated Am £749

Teac P700 / D700 Transport / Dac Trichord i & Psu  £749
Audionotc Cd2 (Old Style) New Unused. Vinyl Sound£695
Impulse H6 ISﬁu{*akers Grttex Finish Cabinet Wood Trim £675

Van Den Hul Revelation 4 (3m Lengths) Term. £499
Parasound He/A 1200 Power Amp Ex-Con £575
Trichord Digital Turntable Ex-Dem £449
Parasound Pld 1500 Pre-Amp £425
Royd Sorcerer's Walnut, Mint Boxed With Stands £395
Alchemist Kraken Integrated Amp Mint Boxed £395
Epos Es 14 Speakers l:g - Con V&’ilh Stands £349
k 125 Sub-Woofer Black 2yr's Old £375
Dali Royal Minuet's Mk Ii & Mission Stands Run-in £295
Triangld Zephyr E Speakers £295
Monitor 4uiliy 3 Speakers Rose With Plinths £229
Kinshaw Perception Dac (2 Units) 1 Boxed Were £795.00 £249 each
Jpw Ruby 2 Speakers £295
l\l')dk amichi Tri - Tracer 700 Tape Deck Ex-Con. £249
Xlo Reference Digital Cable £195
Magnat Victory 6 Speakers New Boxed £129

Very Large Jbl Subwoofer Due In (Designed For Cinema Use )

CONTACT US FOR
UP TO THE MINUTE PRICES OF
SECOND-USER EQUIPMENT
AND SPECIAL OFFERS

**FULL WEB SITE SOON AVAILABLE ON GLOBAL **

FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE AND 7 DAYS A WEEK
8AM to 10 PM ’

MAIL ORDER THROUGHOUT UK

VISA/ACCESS/SWITCH

Mains quality is crucial.
It’s this power that
drives the speakers, not
the signal. So corrupt
power in gives corrupt
sound out.

Pouoser

ond a\oers sound

Anything done to improve the
mains will give your whole
system more CLARITY AND
AMBIENCE. A direct spur
reduces noise and interference
from your own computers, TVs
fluorescents, etc but does not
cut spikes, surges and mains-
borne “grunge” from outside
which harden the sound.

MaiNs cABLES make a huge
difference by screening and
filtering the last link. We offer
DNM, Nordost and Yamamura
Churchill, to suit systems from
moderate to massive.

Probably the ultimate source is
an Accuphase PS-500 or -1200
CLEAN POWER SuppLY which
re-constitutes pure 50Hz mains,
free of all interference. A PS-
500 will upgrade every item in a
medium size system, with HUGE
IMPROVEMENTS. Mains quality

affects your whole system,so ' I he

get it right from the ground up. . h
Customers say we make some of ng t
the best sounds they have ever b I

heard, so you know we can do the [ Ote

same in your home.
Our advice will take account of L
o

your best components and guide
you where change is needed, in 4.#'_
stages you can afford.

You AVOID EXPENSIVE MISTAKES, N—
enjoy music along the way and save

money in the long run. BATH
JUST LISTEN AND YOU’LL KNOW 01225 874728

CD: ACCUPHASE, ADVANTAGE, AUDIO SYNTHESIS, BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGY,

dCS ELGAR, MERACUS, Pass, WaDIA, XTC. VINYL: Basis, CROWN JeweL, DNM,
GRAHAM, LEHMANN, MICHELL, STRATOSPHERE, SUMIKO BLUE POINT SPECIAL,
TRANSFIGURATION, AMPLIFIERS: ACCUPHASE, ADVANTAGE, BALANCED AUDIO
TeCHNOLOGY, CAT, DNM, LumMLEY, NAGRA, PASS, SIEMEL, SIRIUS, SONNETEER, XTC.
LOUDSPEAKERS: AUDIO PHYSIC, BKS, CHARIO, ETHOS, HALES, HARBETH, LUMLEY,
MAGNEPLANAR, MIRAGE, NEAT, TOTEM. TUNERS: ACCUPHASE, FANFARE, MAGNUM
DyNaLas. CABLES: ARGENTO, CHORD CO., DNM, NORDOST, YAMAMURA CHURCHILL
€7C. SUPPORTS: DH CONES, STANDS UNIQUE, VIBRAPLANE ETC.
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HERE can be little doubt that the

lace of hi-fi retailing is changing

- specialist retailers who simply
sell hi-li separates are fewer and turther
between these days. Of course, there
have always been market-town ketlle
shops that have dabbled (1o a consider-
able case in some inslances) in hi-fi sep-
arales. At the other end of the scale,
national multiples have similarly been
engaged with real hi-fi on and off. Yet of
the bulk of retailers between the two,
resisting the lure, and demand, of semi-
pro, AV, lifestyle and personal systems
has heen nigh on impossible.

Apart from vintage hi-ii specialists,

I'd be hard pushed to think oi any hi-fi
retailer who simply sells separates for

))

audio use. You
might think that this
was an inevitability
in this increasingly
multi-media age,
but retailing is pri-
marily a customer
demand-led busi-
ness, and when one
lakes a look at cus-
tomer profiles, they haven’t changed a
greal deal over the years. | igher educa-
tion funding upheavals may mean exira
strain on students and the possibility of
lower numbers in years to come, but
there’s no doubl there is still a healthy
demand for separates amongs! the stu-
dent population. It could be a classic
student system - a MiniDisc player, a
couple of decks and mixer, or even just
an amp and ‘speakers for the ’C - but
the point is, the demand is still very
much there.

Another positive sign is thal so many
teenagers are so enthusiastic about semi-
pro equipment. Some may scoft at the
idea of two cheap turntables and a
mixer being considered real hi-i, but
they're torgetling two important points:
thal an amp, ‘speakers and possibly a
CD player are stilt required to complete
the system, and that these are the hi-fi
separates buyers of the future. Scoif at
your peril!

Moving up the age scale, the next
type of customers you'd be likely 1o see
down the hi-ii shop would be those
happy couples and singles who've just
moved into their first house. A hi-fi
system is oflen on the must-have list

HI-FI WORLD

although, unfortunately, it's more often a
case of a trip down 1o the nearest multi-
ple than a specialist. What hi-fi retailers
must realize is that il's this audience that
is the mosl receplive lo new technolo-
gres. By not even slocking DVD
machines, retailers may be throwing
away the opportunity to sell a decent
matching system.

Next comes a distinct age gap. The
only time you'll see someone in their
30s, 40s or 50s in a hi-fi shop is perhaps
1o replace an old system that’s been
rieglected over the past 10 or 15 years,
or to buy a basic system for their off-
spring. Kids and careers are both pretty
good at keeping this age group occupied
and away from their hi-fis!

Apart from vintage hi-fi
specialists, I'd hard
pushed to think of any
hi-fi retailer who simply sells
separates for audio use.

After the kids have left home and
retirement beckons, either you take up
golf or rediscover the joys of music and
turn your allention to the hi-fi. Trouble
is, haven’t things changed and become
all complicated these days!? A good
relailer needs (0 recognize the needs of
this social group and understand that it’s
not only one that will need a little more
time in explaining the present state of
play to, but also one that’s growing al
the fastest rate!

Thalt’s the broader ‘socio-economic’
categories covered. What about the stal-
warts, those groups that populate
hi-fi shops irrespective of their
age, class or wealth? Well,
they fall into three distinct
bands - the audiophiles, the
part-time audiophiles and
those for whom music is their
livelihood.

It you consider yourself a
member of the first group, you
have my condolences. I'm
afraid that, once the hi-ti bug
really hites, it could well be with
you throughout your lite! Perhaps
you should consider becoming a
pari-time audiophile. This is some-

one who refuses 1o let hi-fi 1ake over
their life, relationships, silling rooms,
dining rooms, kitchens and so on.
Instead, they will only pick up a hi-fi
magazine or enter a hi-fi shop once
every couple of years or so. Afler a
month or two spent calching up on
what’s new, it’s time 1o turn the attention
back to the computer, the camera, or the
house.

Last, let’s not forget those lucky peo-
ple who make music their lite. They
could be just buying something as small
as a DAT tape or as coslly as a profes-
sional monitoring system. Once again,
it's a group the retailer needs to keep an
eagle eye out for. The old adage, "You
can’t judge a book by its cover” is par-
licularly apt here. As many a retailer will
tell you, it'’s sometimes the most scruifily
dressed who end up spending surpris-
ingly large amounts of money!

There vou have it then, a snap shot
of the typical crowd at a hi-ii shop near
you. | hope I've not left anyone out!
Bearing in mind that these groups
haven’t changed all that much over the
years, withthe possible exceplion of a
decline in hardcore hi-ii enthusiasts,
then there's still plenty of hope for hi-fi
retailers. All thal’s needed is the ability
1o adapt to constantly changing tech-
nologies. That in itself is enough to
make the customer service bit look a
doodle!
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% IF YOU REALLY

" APPRECIATE MUSIC
WITH ALL IT’S
COLOURS AND SHADES
AND BEAUTY - |

THEN GIVE YOURSELF AN

THE NEW RANGE
’EVERYBODY”’ IS
TALKING ABOUT

ZENTEK MUSIG ITD

Distributors of fine music products
PASSLABS ¢ EGGLESTON WORKS ¢ HALES ¢« COPULARE ¢ BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGY
HOVLAND ¢ WISDOM ¢ ADVANTAGE ¢ ZINGALI ¢ LUMLEY

LIZANNE HOUSE MOUNT SION TUNBRIDGE WELLS
*T. 01892 539595 F. 01892 616517

WILLIAMS HART ELectronics

ONE OF THE BEST AMPLIFIERS
YOU WILL HEAR!

THE FACT THAT IT'S A KIT IS EVEN MORE STAGGERING

PHONE FOR YOUR FREE CATALOGUE
Tel/Fax 01942 253647

PERSONAL VISITORS SHOULD PHONE FIRST TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
121 Long Lane. Hindley Green. Wigan. WN2 4XD.
Proprietor: Shaun Williams ( Designer for and former Director of Wilmslow Audio Lid.)
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ADING through slaughter to

a throne. Judging by the let-

ters we occasionally receive
on the subject, there is a body of opin-
ion to the eftect that we at Hi-Fi World
do too little slaughtering. In short, too
many three or four globe-ers and not
enough of the nitty-grotty. There is a fair
point to be dug out here: is it the case
that our editorial palettes become so
jacded that we tend to judge components
‘by industry standards” without consider-
ing other factors? A disturbing thought, it
it’s true.

Here’s an hypothetical example: we
are sent a review saniple of the new
Pickupenrun Mk 7 cartridge, price
£78.99. We try it out on an assortment
of arms and find that its true vocation

))

lies in ploughing
fields. The following
questions then arise:
Is it intended to tool
the unsuspecting
public? No, the
manufacturer obvi-
ously sincerely intends it for hi-fi use. Is
it over-priced? No, there is ample evi-
dence of at least forty quid’s worth of
care in materials and manufacture, and
let’s face it, you couldn’t make it at
home for the money. Is it possible to
substantially improve the product at the
price? Probably not, otherwise it might
have been better in the first place, and
in the second place, components are
priced to sell at a profit.

You can see where this is leading -
we are headed for a review of a piece of
poor equipment which could be said to
succeed ‘on its own terms’. A smidgen of
benetit of the doubt on our part (in other
words a ‘kind’ review), assume that not
all readers will look at the inescapable
conclusions of the measured perfor-
mance at the back of the magazine, and
the horrifying upshot is that the trusting
public could be shelling out hard cash
for something which we wouldn’t take as
a gift!

This is a particularly dangerous at the
budget level. It’s all too easy to think
‘what can you expect for £xx’ and tread
carefully round the fact that the item fails
fairly simple subjective tests - in other
words, it sounds prelty ropey!

Scene: High-tech laboratory full of

HI-FI WORLD

valves, clock-work train sets and other
inscrutable equipment. Rows of comput-
ers whir their tape spools in the back-
ground. White coated Mad Doktor leans
over dinner-suiled Secret Service type,
who is strapped to an operating table. A

surprisingly well-endowed lady looks on.

Herr Doktor: ”...so we meet again, Mr
Band! Tell us, what does the new
Pickupenrun cartridge sound like?”
Band: "Do what you will, you swine, I'll
never tell - ‘Could suit the listener on a
budget’ is the most you'll get from me,
damn you!”

Herr Doktor: “So you are stubborn,
Mr Band...”

Band: “James...”

Herr Doktor: “So you are stubborn,

We do try to do a
little preliminary
winnowing before
we put pen to paper.

James. We have methods of overcoming
your misplaced obdurance.. obduracy?..
er, obdurateness?.. Miss Gettemov, pre-
pare the truth serum...”

Miss Gettemov: “Yes, Herr Doktor...”
Later:

Herr Doktor: “...s0 you don’t think it
would be a good match for the arm I'm
using?”

Band: “Not really, no.”

Miss Gettemov: “Phew! That was a
close shave, Herr Doktor!..”

Look out for our next gripping install
ment, pals!

Leaving aside such true-to-lite
scenarios, what is the answer
when even the most generous
assessment still leaves a sour
taste in the ears? Dear readers,
the awful truth is about to be
revealed. When e are sent
gear which seems irremedi-
ably poor, we usually send
it back!

| can foresee a small
avalanche of criticism about
this: should we not ‘publish and
be damned’, name and shame, let
our readers know about all the tosh
that's out there. We could. Indeed the
idea has its attractions. For a start, it’s

much more fun writing pithy and (let’s
hope) well-pointed derogations than
writing mild-mannered, measured and
qualitied praise.

Which would you rather read: a
tirade of inveclive against an item which
is an insult to the buying public? Or a
feast of calm, sweel reason on some-
thing with genuine merit? Obviously the
tirade wins hands down every time.
Now put the boot on the other foot:
which would be the more helpful to
have read, assuming that you are relying
on us for advice before plundering your
piggy bank? Exactly - the ‘boring’ one!

So although 1 hope no-one out there
takes our word (o the extent of ignoring
his own ears, we do try to do a little pre-
liminary winnowing before we put pen
to paper. That's not to say that anything
we haven’t reviewed has been cast out.
Hi-fi being what it is, we'd need to pub-
lish something like an encylopadia to
encompass every new product, every
issue. What it does ensure is that, month
by month, we make more room to deal
with the good stuft which we think will
interest our readers, not the poor stuff
we can let off steam about.

There is a chain here: product;
review; read; decide; buy; listen. Other
chains may have superficially more enter-
taining links, but they don't end with lis-
tening - and that’s the whole
point of the exercise.

MY/ pieyory
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KEL34 Upgrade Kit- Turbo charge your KEL34 with a superb
Panasonic volume control, stargate electrolytics & paper in oil
capacitors and fast recovery diodes.

HD83 VALVE HEADPHONE AMPLIFIER KIT

The HD83 is our new lieadphone amplifier, a beautifully simplistic design
using Mullard ECL83 valves, a friode and power pentode housed in the
same envelope. it works
directly from any source
be it a CD, tape, tuner
etc., or from an ampli-
fier's tape out or pre-
amp sockets. The cir-
cuit utilises high
specification output
E and | output trans-
formers that will
drive any head-
phone load from
16 ohms to over 300
ohms depending on how the
secondaries are wired up.
The HD83 is a single ended
design with the power pen-
tode wired up in triode configura-
tion for that added purity and is a quiet as

a mouse. For sound quality Jon Marks says, “ The bass is punchy and
controlled without becoming artificial, while treble has the crispness of the
best solid-state, with the tonal purity, delicacy and speed associated with
valves. External dimensions 18cm(w) x30cm(1) x 8cm(h) weight 4kg.

HD83 upgrade kit - make your HD83 a true
thoroughbred with a DAC stepped attenuator, Vishay &
Holco resistors, paper in oil and multicap capacitors
plus fast recovery diodes.

K5881 Mkll VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT

A 20watt, Class A power amplifier that uses reliable Russian 5881 output
valves, a military version of the American
6L6, designed for low distortion <,

audio work. Now
with a super shunt
regulated push-pull
(SRPP} input stage
K588 offers
amazing sound
quality. It can be
used with a simple -
passive pre-amp or
one of our own pre-
amplifiers, and it matches
modern loudspeakers well.
Weight |5kg external dimensions with valves 40cm(w) x 32.5cm(d)

x 17cm(h).
K5881 Mkll Upgrade kit % 3

Upgrade your pre November 1996 K5881 amplifier to Mkll status. The kit converts your ampilifi-
er to the new 7025 double triode input stage in place of the original EF86 pentode input. W

Mkl with SRPP
input stage!

y -
g /I -
1 a'

KEL34 E&I VALVE INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER KIT

The KEL34 E&I version is our second generation budget stereo integrated
valve amplifier, utilising E&I output transformers, providing a massive 40
watts of pure valve sound. With 4 line level inputs and one tape output,
fully controllable from the front panel, the KEL34 E& is a simple and
elegant circuit design using a 6AU6 pentode input valve, an
ECC82 double-triode phase splitter and a push-pull pair of Tesla, |
} branded EL34s. The result is a typically sweet, open valve sound
with atypical bass control and power. The KEL34 E&! will work
its magic into ‘speakers of average sensitivity 100. Jon Marks says,
“tonally the KEL34 E&I is a bit of a smoothie compared with the
original toroidal version, a major upgrade in every area of perfor-
mance. It has a fast, dynamic sound, plucked guitar strings and
bass drum enjoy crisp leading edges and great impact. Clear imag-
ing and spacious sound staging meant voices and instruments really
jumped out of the loudspeaker boxes. Overall the KEL34 E&I is a beautiful
power amp “ At the price, this kit is second to none and will open up the
benefits of valve amplification to a whole new class of audio nuts! Weight
12kg. External dimensions with valves: 33cm(w) x 27.5cm(d) x 18cm(h).

KLPP1 VALVE PHONO PREAMPLIFIER

KLPP1 has five line inputs, a tape input with monitor, and a unique low
noise valve MM/MC phono stage. There is a
switchable subsonic filter to prevent out- _
put transformers of valve ampli- >
fiers saturating. The line stage
has gain, so it will drive any (O
power amplifier. Audio grade s
components are used and J
many parts are custom made
for highest quality. KLPP1 has a
super clear sound, sweet and
= detailed through line and phono inputs.
B \\eight 6.5kg external dimensions 28.5cm(w) x
23cmid) x 8cm(h).

'KLP1 VALVE LINE PREAMP

The KLP1 line level preamp uses one an elegant cathode follower Ifnd dive
circuit to give a sound of remarkable clarity and detail. The components are all
high quality and include Alps volume control, Sovtek valves, silver plated wire
etc. With a gain off x1, it matches our sensitive power amplifiers. Beautifully
built, with solid machined alloy fascia and gold anodised knobs, it looks compact
and elegant in the home. Weight 5kg external dimensions 28.5cm(w) x
23cm(d) x 8cmi(h).

- K5881PSE VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT

An audiophile parallel-single-ended
valve ampilifier at an affordable price.
K588 1PSE uses the reliable Russian
5881 output valve. Its 17watts is
enough to drive mos! loudspeak-
ers, making high-end sound quali
ty and design available to every-
one. Can be easily monoblocked to give
32watts. Weight 17kg external dimensions with valves
40cm(w) x 32.5cm(d) x 17cm(h).

300B VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT

This is a specialised 28watt amplifier
based on the highly lin-
ear 300B triode valve.
Our 3008B runs in
Class A, giving one
of the most sweet,
open and
neutral
sounds pos-
sible today.
Matched with
good loudspeak-
ers, it is unsurpassed. All
parts are included in the kit, except
valves since different 300B makes are available.
Weight 26kg, external dimensions with valves 44cm(w) x 35cm(d) x
200)

KLPP1 &
KLP1 use the
same chassis




BEEN SO GOOD!

Our mini-marvel uses an Audax carbon fibre |
bass/midrange unit, married to the world's most
advanced tweeter, the piezo-electric gold dome
HD3P from Audax. KLS10 offers high performance
from a small package. The main 'speakers are
g designed to work alone, or with a dedicated sub-
woofer 10 extend their bass. Alone, they are suit-
ed to near-wall mounting and can be tuned by port
adjustment 1o suit personal taste and location.
They are easy lo drive and need just 30-
60watts. KLS10 is unique. Technically
advanced, yet compacl and relatively |
inexpensive. There is little 1o maich it.
Sensitivily 89dB 1W/Im, 15mm MDF, internal
volume 9LIrs, external dimensions 19cm(w) x 31cm(h) x 23cm(d). !

KLS12 is a versatile budget loudspeaker that
delivers fine sound quality al a low low
price. It utilises Audax’s HT2 10FO woven
fibre glass cone, mid/bass unit, beautifully

married with the TW034X0, 34mm di;.meler

doped fabric dome tweeter. Noel Keywood says,

"The KLS12 is a transparent, vividly detailed trans-

ducer with fine projection. I has tight well defined

bass, which means it is best positioned close 1o a

rear wall. Vocals possess a clean outline with an

inlense clarity.” Al 89dB the KLS12 is easy lo drive,
thus, it is suitable tor 20W and upward power amps.

Internal volume = 34.1 litres

standmounter external dimensions = 58cm(h) x

24.2cmiw) x 34cm(d) floor stander external dimensions(with sand filled

DRIVE UNITS & CROSSOVER KIT £394.00 space cavity) = 58cm(h) x 24.2cmi(w) x 34cmi(d)
DRIVE UNITS ONLY £358.00
| DRIVE UNITS & CROSSOVER KIT £175.00
{ DRIVE UNIT PACK £100.00

Designed to compliment KLS10 Gold stand
mounlers by providing a deep and open bass.
The subwoofer is inexpensive, easy to build,
comprising a simple crossover network to a high
quality 8 inch Aerogel dual voice coil unit. A musl
for all KLS10 Gold customers. Sens. 89dB, vol-

ume 25 litres, external dimensions 28cm(w) x
43cm(h) x 34cm(d).

DRIVE UNIT & CROSSOVER KIT £149.95
DRIVE UNIT ONLY £71.00

Our newest design is a wonderful three way bass
reflex enclosure stand mounter. Another star per-
former, featuring the superb gold dome tweeter, the
HD3P. This, married perfectly to a HM100ZO
midrange unit and utilising the deep full sound of the
10 inch PR240OZO bass unit. All units are from
Audax. As both these units use high definition Aerogel
cones lhey have similar sonic signalures, providing a
deliciously gelled sound. Our KLS11 is a quality three
way, with powertull bass and midrange driver that
ensures vocals are handled with high fidelity. The tre-
ble is both smooth and sweet. Sensitivity 88dB
Volume 45.5 litres Extemal dimensions31cms
(w) x 37.3cms (d} x64cms (h)

Here’s a storm for you - KLS9, with its BB4 alignment
bass cabinet and Audax High Definition Aerogel 8in
bass/midrange unit. Designed by Noel Keywood 1o
possess optimal bass damping and a clean step

response. Aided by a teensy bit of bass lift, KLS9 real- DRIVE UNIT &
ly thunders; it will re-arrange your furniture. But it ~ CROSSOVER KIT £595.00
does not waftle, falling silent when there’s no bass in DRIVE UNIT KIT £470.00

the music.Aided by a high power 1in fabric dome

iweeter, KLS9 is delailed, evenly balanced and images
superbly. Il is an easy 12ohm load and is 88dB sensi-
tive. For amps up to 60W. Easy to build and great for

: With a sensitivity of 24dB, KLS8 needs very litlle power. Its 10in. professional bass dri-
bfi?;]::sris(;nlsn;esrg::(v\:f))l; f;‘;?c;o(t‘)rs); J;gz:n,:j?F external | ver and hom loadec tweeter give it a BIG sound. Ideal for low power amplifiers.
. DRIVE UNITS & Internal volume 50.5itrs, external dimensions 29¢cmiw) x 65cmth) x 36¢mid).
CROSSOVER KIT £230.00 DRIVE UNIT & CROSSOVER KIT £260.00

DRIVE UNIT PACK £160.00 | DRIVE UNIT PACK £175.00 +

KLS3 uses extremely light and stiff carbon- ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY
fibre cone drive units for a fast, accurate THREE WAY LOUDSPEAKER

sound. A dedicated 4inch carbon-fibre
midrange drive unit provides the clean,
smooth and detailed midrange characterised
by superb projection. Its high 90dB sensitivily
and near flal 8ohm impedance make it one of
the easiesl loudspeakers 1o drive. An ideal
loudspeaker for high-end valve amplifiers.
25mm MDF, internal volume 60Ltrs, external
dimensions 26cm(w) x 100cm(h) x 35¢cm(d).

K.S3 Gold uses the lalest version of Audax’s innovative
oval gold dome piezo electric tweeler, giving it the sweet-
est and mos! exlended treble. Married to a 4in. carbon
fibre cone midrange driver for neutral and clear reproduc-
tion, and a powerful 8in. bass driver for superb depth, this
is our top-of-the-line reference ‘speaker. Sensitivity 90dB
at TW/1m, 25mm MDF, internal volume 60L1rs, external
dimensions 26cm(w) x 100cm(h) x 35¢m(d).

DRIVE UNIT & CROSSOVER KIT £575.00
DRIVE UNIT &
CROSSOVER KIT £35000 ] DRIVE UNIT PACK £450.00
DRIVE UNIT PACK £230.00 |

| Compact and affordable two way reflex loudspeaker. KI $7’s slim dimen- Rl ”

sions make it easy to accommodate, but it uses top qualily carbon-fibre dri- [ i 4 g Pt or o abe e alders, o st TIVA
) . . A . L N biack & vhite wgether and 120V (3] ‘mams trunsformer wse, will provide
vers, so performance isn’t compromised. An audiophile bargain. Sensitivity el S 0 2oV ; Vo @ Ve T e e M .20
86dB at TW/1m 12mm MDF, inlernal volume 18LlIrs, exiernal dimensions — o v T o e vt s
15cm(w) x 80cmih) x 22cm(d). A eruli ’ e i
Joun P X " Order code - TRANSI

DRIVE UNIT & CROSSOVER KIT £195.00 fontrowod v ecd s g o sve Price-25,00GBP + 6.00GBP
DRIVE UNIT PACK £710.00 L] S ,{l =




»¢ CLASSIC & %y,

<" VINTAGE
VALVE HI-FI

at the next giant

National Vintage Communications Fair
Sunday 24th Oct 1999 ¢ NEC e Birmingham e Hall 11

10.30am - 4pm ¢ £5 (under -14s free)
(Note: early entry from c.8.30am @ £15) @ car parking charges apply

(Est:1992) e Tickets on door e free Collectors’ Guide

VALVE AMPLIFIERS ¢ CONTROL UNITS e VINTAGE RADIOS
CRYSTAL SETS e EARLY WIRELESS SETS e TAPE RECORDERS
REEL-TO-REEL TAPES e CASSETTES e 8-TRACKS

EARLY TVS e FILM e CINE CAMERAS
MAGIC LANTERNS & SLIDES

HORN LOUDSPEAKERS e TUNERS
TRANSISTORS e POCKET RADIOS
GRAMOPHONES & PHONOS
RECORDS (78s/45s/CDs ETC.)
VALVES e SPARES e ADVICE
plus...

all electrical & mechanical
antiques & collectables

Details/stall booking forms;
Sunrise Press, Spice House. 13 Belmont Road,
Exeter, Devon EX1 2HF. Tel: (01392) 411565
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ORDER FORM

Please send your completed order form to: WORLD AUDIO PUBLISHING LTD, Suite G4, imex House, The Park Business Centre,
Kilburn Park Road, London, NW6 5LF Tel/Fax: 0171 625 8032 e-mail: wad@hi-fiworld.co.uk
240/120 option - delete the voltage NOT required. If you wish for a built item, please phone for a quote.

Valves included except where .otherwise stated.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE A DATA SHEET ON ANY OF THE KITS, PLEASE WRITE A ‘D’ IN THE QTY BOX
WARNING - World Audio Publishing Lid accept no responsibility for kits, parts or modifications made or supplied by third parties.

DESCRIPTION ORDER No. QTY UK OVERSEAS
(inc VAT & carriage) (exc. VAT)

HD83 Valve headphone amplifier kit ....HD83-K240/120

11083 Unaeae i one amplifter Koo D83 Upgrade Kif -l ol

....HD83-Upgrade Kit
KEL34 Upgrade Kit...........ooooiriiiiiiiieeiieiiee ....KEL34 Upgrade Kit ........cccoeerirrennn. ]
KEL34 E&! 40W push-pull integrated amplifier KEL34 E&I -K240/120(withvalves)
KEL34 E&I (without valves) ... ....KEL34 E&I -K240/120(No valves)
KEL34 E&I Transformer set (1 main & 2 outputs)....... KEL34 E&I -K240/120(T. set) ........

KEL34 E&I Output Transformer (pair) .......ccoecvvvernne.nn KEL34 E&I -K240/120(0OPT) ......c........
K5881 Mkl 20W push-pull valve amplifier .. K5881-K240/120 ...oooviiiieeeie
K588 1PSE 17W single-ended amplifier..................... K5881PSE-K240/120

300B 28W valve power amplifier (Not inc. Valves) ...300B-K240/120 ..............

KLP1 line level pre-amplifier.........ccccoceeiiviinn. KLP1-K240/120 ..............

KLPP1 valve phono pre-amplifier..........cccccooeeeene KLPP1-K240/120 ............

WAP surplus toroidal valve mains transformer ........... TRANST (o

KLS12 2-way fibreglass driver standmounter/floorstander loudspeaker
Drive Units + Crossover kit etC .........oocoieiieiiiiiee.n. KLST2-C e
Drive Units ..o KLST2-D oo
KLS11 3-way aerogel standmounter loudspeaker with piezo gold tweeter
Drive Units + Crossover kit etc KESTT-Coo e,

Drive UNits ..ot e e KLSTT-D ot

KLS10 2-way carbon-fibre standmounter loudspeaker with piezo gold tweeter

Drive Units + Crossover kit etC .....c.cceeevvviiiveeennen KLSTO-C oo

Drive Units ..ot KLS10-D ..........

KLS10 SUBWOOFER Drive Unit + Crossover Kitetc.......... KLS10-SubC

KLS10 SUBWOOFER Drive Unit........ocovvvvviiiiinienenens KLS10-SubD (1 x HM210Z72)

KLS3 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker

Drive Units + Crossover Kit etC .........cccccceveerriineenn. KLS3-C ot

Drve UNIS oooiviiiiiiiiieieiiie e ee oo KLS3-D vttt
' KLS3 Gold 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker with piezo tweeter

Drive Units + Crossover kit etC ........cccceevvvvivviieenineen. KLS3-C L £575 £500

Bijive, Units ... M. .. onSiviosm ... M..........} KLS3-D

KLS7 2-way carbon fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker

Drive Units + Crossover kit etc ............. KLS7-C

Drive Units ...o.oooiviiiiiiii e KLS7-D

KLS8 2-way hiéh sensitivity standmounting loudspeaker

Drive Units + Crossover Kit etC ......cc.ccocovevieiieeniieen.. KLS8-C

Drive UNitS ..ot KLS8-D

KLS9 2-way HDA driver floorstanding loudspeaker

Drive Units + Crossover kit et .........cccceevviiiireieniin. KLS9-C

Drive Units ... KLS9-D

High Definition Aerogel Drivers

3inch midrange, 93dB .......ccooiiiiiiei —
4inch midrange, 92dB .......... o
6.5inch bass/mid, 91dB
8inch bass, 91dB .................

10inch bass, 90dB ...........c..oooiiiiiiiiie e
Carbon Fibre Drivers
4inch midrange, 90dB ...........cooooiiiiii
6.5inch bass/mid, 90dB
8inch bass, 90dB .........cccoiiviiriiiiiee e
Paper Cone Drivers

10inch paper cone bass, 95dB ... PR240M0O

13inch paper cone bass, 97dB ............cccoooiiiiiiiininn. PR330M0

Fabric Dome Tweeters

25mm 92d8B for 2 way systems TW025M0

25mm 92dB for 3 way systems ... TW025M1

25mm horn loaded 97dB ...........coooiiiiiiiiiiiien PRI25TT oo

34mm 93dB - powerful sound ..........cccceoiiiiii. TWO034X0

Oval Gold Piezo electric dome tweeter, 89dB ........... HD-3P oo
NAME: 24 hour Credit Card Hotline: Tel: 0171 625 8032
ADDRESS: | enclose cheque/postal order for £ made payable

to World Audio Publishing Ltd. | wish to pay by Mastercard / Visa /Switch/ Solo.
Please debit my account no:

couNTY: IR NEE N NEinEEN

TEL. (DAY): __ Expiry Date: forld Ra<tp Elitlion
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Audio Visval Consuit

~ ONCE IS NOT ENOUGH ~

Nakamichi
REIO Recelver

Ortophon
SI0 Cartridge

-
e O X-PIOO & X-ASIOO
pre/power amplifier

LY
ey

P Export Orders Welcome » Home Demonstrations
» Multi-Room Design & Installation Service

entertainment, 50 whether
you are buying. selling.
exchanging or just
looking for unbiased
advice, ensure your

‘We at AudioVenue are
committed to providing an
unrivalled service together
with state of the art
equipment to achieve

LONDON

4
©

0171 384 3030

THE HI-FI SHOP 112 NEW KINGS ROAD LONDON SW6

A

think audio think..,

h

o~
Auditorium

~————————

Soundcraft

INSTALLATIONS

VISIT THE LEADING HI-FI DEALER
INTHE SOUTH EAST
“SEE & HEAR THE DIFFERENCE
REAL HI-FI MAKES”

BADA

the symbol of security

&b

LINN NAIM ARCAM REGA
HELPLINE: 01233 624441

-4 CAF L

27 BOND STREET, EALING
LONDON W5 5AS

TEL. 081 - 567 8703
Audio Analogue, Art Glass, Ash Designs, Avik, B&O,

the uitimate in home  first call is to AudioVenue.

Components from £120 - £72,000

0% Credit available. Written quotations on request. Subjsct to status.

Tel Fax: +44 (0181 707 4849 Mobile +44 (0)973 47| 426

email: info@audiovenue.co.uk

FINANCE

r “4 \NSTANT 0%

AVAIL ABLE
SERVING LONDON
A FROM BATIERSEA

ORANGES
& LEMONS

Juicy fruit from London's newest, freshest hi-ivhome cinema retail
er. Telephone demonstrations or just pop in. All the usual, i.e
fnendly and efficient service, free home installation + credit cards

THE INNOVATIVE AUDIONVISUAL HI-FI RETAILER. ARCAM
CABLETALK, CHORD CO, DENON, EPOS, MARANTZ, NAD
NAIM, REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD., RUARK, SOUND- 1
STYLE. STANDS UNIQUE, YAMAHA
NOW IN OUR FIFTH
FLAMBOYANT YEAR
Q171- 924 2040
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SWII

HI FI EXCELLENCE

BADA

he ssmbol ¢

FRANK HARVEY

&= O°Brien Hi-Fi =

ARCAM - ANTHEM < AUDIOGRAM - AUDIO
RESEARCH - AUDIO TECHNICA - BEYER
CABLETALK * CHORD « CREEK * DENON
DENSEN + JADIS * JECKUN * MICHELL *
MUSICAL FIDEUTY « NAD * NAIM * DPERA
-+ PRECIOUS METALS - QED - REGA -
ROGERS « ROYD « SENNHEISER « SILTECH
ABLES + SME « SONNETEER + SON

FABER + TEAC + THORENS « TRANSPAREN
CABLES - UNISON RESEARCH « WILSON

ALDHE ANy
O e—
=

MAKTIN 0N [TANT]

d Den E + De equ
0% Instant Finance Available

. 3 . ar

exit) o

60 Durham Rd. West Wimbleden, Lendon SW20 0TwW

Est. 196
Tel.{0181)946 1628 Fax(0181)946-0331

B&W, Cabletalk, Chord Company, Creek, Denon, Epos,
Harman Kardon, Infinity, KEF, Lat, Marantz, Musical
Fidelily, NAD, Nakamichi, Nordost, Orelie, Onkyo.
Primare, Quad, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser,
SonicLink, Sound Style, Stands Unique, Striaghtwire,
Supra, Tag McLaren, Target, Teac, Thorens, van den Hul.

10 - 6 pm Mon., Tues., Friday, & Sal.
Late night Thur,, closed Wed.

Two demonstration rooms
Free local delivery and nstallation

Repairs and Services

ZERBRA

18-24 Brighton Road,
South Croydon
CR2 6AA

10181 688 2093

of Specialist Hi Fi & Home Cinema

163 Spon Street. Coventry
Tel: 01203 525200
Web  http.frankharvey.co.uk

Acoustic Enargy - Atacama - Arcam - Audio Quest - 4yphason - Apoito - Bang & Olufsen 8 & W - Castie - Cabie Talk - Celest
Technology - Denon « 1XOS - Kef - Marantz - Meridian - Monitor Audio - Mdier & Kreisel

Panasonic - Pioneer - Quad - QED -REL - Rega - Rotel - Sennhaiser - Sharp - Tag Mclaren - Target - Teac sTannoy

For real choice and the largest range of Hi Fi & Home Cinema products in the Mudland?

Mission - Michell Gyrodek

Much more in store on 3 Fioors with 3 dedicated Hi Fi demonstration rooms of the very best HI F
Plus our new Home Cinema Room. Very nice Staff and excellent coffee. Appts Req
Openirg Hours 9-30 to 5-30. Tues to Sat Closed all day Monday

Musical Fidebty - NAD - Optimurr
ens - VanDen Hul- Yamaha

Chorg- Cyrus - Defintive

. of

CYMBIOSIS
/\/

AUDIO & VISUAL
SOLUTIONS

CHORD CoO.
LUTRON -
REGA * REVOX -

DENON -

e-mail: shop@cymbiosis.com

website: www.cymbiosis.com ,

L

6 HOTEL STREET
TeL: O116 262 3754

ARCAM * ACOUSTIC ENERGY - CASTLE - CHARIO - CURA
LINN HI-F) & KNEKT -
MUSICAL TECHNOLOGY - NAIM - NORDOST
ROTEL - TAG MCLAREN * WADIA

"Customer care at it's best"

| @ BADA
the ssmbol of security

LEICESTER

the symbol of security

LOEWE

/[
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NORWICH @ N SINZ0INS

Arcam, Audio Analogue, C ISIEEISFIIIN

Chard Co, Denon, Epos SNEIERV [N
ProAc, Rega, Royd, stax, BIdIZa{felllaN
Teac, UKD Opera, AYGIENGIE

iom
AN



THE LEAMINGTON HI-FI COMPANY
THE LEADING HI-FI SPECIALIST

ARCAM AUDIOLAB QUAD MERIIAN MARANTZ DENON PIONBER
YAMAHA NAD MICROMEGA MISSTON KEP CELBSTION ATACAMA
TECHNICS TRICHORD TDL REL IXOS
SINGLE SPEAKER DEM ROOM WH DO NOT USB ANY COMPARETORS
WE ALSO HAVE FULL DEMONSTRATION OF PROJECTION TV WITH
LASERDISC AND FULL PRO LOGIC SYSTEMS
PART EXCHANGE WELCOMR

50 BRIDGE STREET, MANCHESTER M3 3BN. TELEPHONE: 0161-832 0888/0161-835 1366

Hn Oasés of Sound

EXCLUSIVE HI-FI AND AUDI VISUAL SYSTEMS

GLASGOW EDINBURGH NEWCASTLE LEEDS
0141 248 2857 01312200909 01912303600 0113 242 7777

PLEASE PHONE Ok E- MAIL FOR PRICES
WE HAVE IN STOCK OVER 200 LASERDISCS
CALL FOR OUR LAmTCATAI,OUGE

234 Regear Sweet, Loami: 32 SBY
Phooe: 01926 888644 Fax: 01926 maik: ik browne @bbcocs.org. ok

. - | Dwssonety sbimwg sowns of the worlds | SERIOUS Ki
BADA B ~
al,ldIO CXCCHCIICC g (mixesiz (I n 2 i The finest range of Hi-Fi in the north,
Home Demonstrations a speciality = Stockists of Audionete, Sugden, Impulse. Pro-
WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS (see Dial-A-Dealer far complete Ac, Harbeth, Stemfoort, Target, Neat, Trichord,
CHESTER PRESTON product range) Systemdek, Lyra, Proceed, SME, Michell,

86-90 Boughton, 131 Friargate | Heart, Keswick etc etc
Chester CH3 5AQ Preston, PR1 2EE TelFax 0161 304 7494 Mobile: 07801 498934 | Open 106-6pm Mon-Fri

(01244) 345576 (01772) 253057 | Boering GAb eeisae 11 8*125:: s?:;
TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30 [ '

: Phone: 0161 793 6742
CLOSED MONDAY e =l ' | Fax: 0161 727 7042

"‘°d10 File

AWARD WINNING DEALER

ConME AN ExXPERIENCYE Hi F1 AND
Honie CEINEMA AL I'ES BES]

|_PROFESSIONAL _AUDIC |
ARCAM B AUDIOLAB B CYRUS B CASTLE B B&W S ALGEN IO
YAMAHA B RUARK B KRELL B AUDIO RESEARCH ‘ ATPCRéf&NrV..YxﬁADA;iEENMOONNIT%%AEU.DIOEA.C ®
SONUS FABER B MARTIN LOGAN B MARANTZ @ LINN
NAIM B LOEWE B DENON /@ ROTEL @ MICROMEGA ‘ ROGERS * MISSION ¢ MUSICAL FIDELITY e ;
MISSION @ SOUNDSTYLE @ QED | PIONEER * MERIDIAN ¢ ALCHEMIST
The Aupio FiLe, 41 VicTORIA ROAD, Also Quality In-Car and Computing
TeL: o1223c;g;;g’56 ¢ gf:: 305:‘2’23 354975 19¢ East St’eeffels_tb:‘;%% gg’ggggdge PE17 4PD

UNIVERSITY AUDIO

EST 1943

MAIN AGENTS FOR
ARCAMNERIDIAN, BKW, DENON.
ARANTZ, YAMANA

FOR ALL YOUR HIFI NEEDS CONTACT ‘
0 l 223 354237 C - e Apolio, Aream, Alacama, Audio Technica, Beyer, Bose Cbom Copland, Crestron Cyrus, Del X D
. 4 ‘ ~ ;(EF Krell ‘Uaxlcov L(n)h Tvodlptcﬂl Loe";eg'e‘evm;s LmvonOE Mxonga()or;lols hé\granu,ﬁrksa, erE . Mulg
~ 0 ' g | ission, Naim Audio, Ortolor, Parasout oneer, Proceed, d, Rega, Revox F
3 PEAS HILL, CAMBRIDGE

Sennherser, Stands Unique, Stax, Stuart Screens Tag McLaren. Target Van den Hul, Wilson Benesch XLOe’\c
www.rayleighhifi.com\

BG Audio|
Visual

STOWSOUNDS
sudia corpllarts

1 1 Quality Equipment Avaitable From:
] v Ac t:l"h olutons J Pll-zb 9 Hatter Street
i ichemist Meat Accusucs
= Teckaics Yamaha Somy Atacarm Nordos. Bury St Edmunds
Panasanic Kenwood Aiwa | Audioguest OED Suffolk
I Toshtba Piencer Missinn Beyer Sontc Link 01284 765 227
i s 7en f Cable Talk Sonneteer
|- lLow, low prices DFA by Bang & Olufsen, Sony,
all vear round!'! ungsne
Fevblithed 1959 { Electrocompaniet tands Unigue Technics, Denon,
S A Exposure Van den Hul Yamabha, Rotel, Linn,
w . lh 42 H-z: ?:l . ! For A Demunstration & Expert Advice Call Mission, KEF, Jamo,
l . cunthorpe, Nth Lincs Stowmarket (01449) 675060 JBL, Harman, Boston

01724 843800

Stone Farm, Borough Lane, Ct Finborough. Skawmarket

—
Lend us yaur ears and we’ll ‘
L |
blow your mind . . . GRAYSTON
| Arcam. A T.C . B & W, Celestion, Denon. SOUnd&VlSlon
Kenwood, Kef, Maraniz, Michell
| Mussion. Mendian, NAD. Panasanic Alch emist Arcam B&WiBostan Acoustics

Philips, Pianeer, Quad, REL. Rotel, Ruark, Son Castle Aspustics Dencn Harman Kardon

TAG McLaren. Tannoy. Technics. Yamaha and more

Audition the sery best at Liscolnshire’s KEF Referenoe Linn Loewe Meridian Musical Fideliy
prenmer H FDklé RS thps Honeer Pro-iect Rotel Senahetser Thomson
2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.,) 33 Sir Isaac’s Walk, COlchester
l GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351331 Tel: 01206 577682

WIFIWORD ) LB eronen 1999 B Pace




Ex-dem Summer Madness Clearance Sale ! July 1999

Sou ndc ra AE 120 Loudspeakers Musical Fidelity X-DAC 99

> Castle A('/:ns§3\rch) (2 Musical FidelityX-Pre&2 X-A50 00
The best fn sound advice from Kents premier audio dealer Renonliiel2e00 amp SR L oy £

Musical Tech
Telephone our Customer Orderline: 01233 624441 Iy ihlacky

Take advantage of our ex-demonstration clearance stock this month. Now is the time to buy that system t‘““ ijso’?o ¢
you always dreamed of. All items listed are individuals sold with warranty, so you'll need to be quick o AVIC

We are even selling our reference Linn Keltik Aktiv system to make way for the new Climax power LInD Isobariks (Walnut)
amplifiers. To guarantee K°“’ complete enjoyment some of our equipment may need to be delivered by Linn Keltik Aktiv Syster
our qualified mstal!evs There may be a small additional charge for this service, but we will discuss that 3Clouts, Kaim + Keltik
fully when you call Linn Karik )l CD

Linn Numerik DAC

Remember you can try before you buy in our period style listening and cinema rooms which are the Linn Sara 9s (ﬁa!nu) T-Line 2 speak ) ¥
perfect places to enjoy the délights of quality audio and vidi t with your favounte At 40 H St : . N24 BTE. O ke tnn }
recordings. Sit down, relax, trust your own ears and eyes, and our 5 experience t 40 High Stre Ashiord, Ken 24 87 ur exciting ra [

»rcam Quar‘ Lmr* (CD12 in stock), Loewe TV, Naim, Rega, Rotel & M
pen 9-5 30 Mc at .123 24441 Fax: 01233 640333 All ltems come w
secunty & peace of mind. Why not check o web site: hitp: www.s0 undcraft-ke

Ex-display stock Loewe TV's: Calida 33inch (silver) £1195, Calida 21 (blue) £485 & Profit (black)
28 £985 + Sony KV28 WF1 widescreen £550 & Sony KV 14 Portable £149

.

S P L D l’ N G S Stocking of ARCAM » CREER » EPOS - LI - | ,@\ Best p]ace n '
A AMERIDIAN « NAIN AUDIO » NAUTILUS 800« o
NEAT « REG A « ROTEL « ROY D « SHAHINIAN » UNILET town [or_Hl Fiand I
THE SOUTH EAST'S LEADING H1-] COMPANY STAX » Y AALAIIA + b el Home Cinema i
3 DEM ROOMS A.V. I % Three demonstration rooms
HOME DEMS., 0% CREDIT n 1 e l # All leading brands
FREE INSTALLAITION indecently good hi-fi * Interest Free Credit
LINN . NAIM . MISSION . KEF # Good parking facilities
DENON . TAG MCLAREN Toats Sy KT B‘l“i.“&%‘ﬁ: % |
MARANTZ . MUSICAL FIDELITY Gpen Tucs - Sac 10.300m - 7.00pwm UNILET SOUND & VISION
CASTLE 3 24-26 UNION STREET, MAIDSTONE ME14 1ED
¥ JAYSOUND A[)’DIO Tel: 01622 626703 Fax: 01622 676123

@ AUDIO TECHNICA @ BEYER @ BLAUPUNKT @

SEVICE DEPT @ DENON @ DUAL @ JBL ® JVC ®
26.35. , ; . S @ MARANTZ ® NAD @ ORTOFON ®
325-354 Lower Addiscombe Road, Croydon, Surrey CRQ Y N T OO Y ENRG -
7AF @ SENNHEISER @ SHURE @ TANNOY 20 Treville Gate ,W.Sussex BN | [UA
Telephone: 0181 654 1231/2040 Facsimile: 0181 655 3922 ©® TARGET @ TATUNG @ TDL @ TOSHIBA @

(01903) 212133

Free 2 year guarantee on hi-fi & speakers. The friendly shop with the best sound system in the South.
Part exchange welcome.
Hi-Fi and Car Audio Repairs.

Licensed credit brokers

Talk Electronics - Friendly Advice - 3 Year Guarantees

Easy Parking - Open Mon-Sat. 10am-6pm.
Late Night Wed 7.30pm,

@ BeSt PlaCe in SAATERLODISGUARE Agencies include: Dynaudio, Ruark, Gradient, Marantz,

town for Hl Fl and BOGNOR‘%‘E‘;;“;V?;? SUSSEX Restek, Orelle, Sonneteer, Kora, Cymbol, Talk Electronics,

Home Cinema | TEL: 01243 526358 | and many more...........
Sound & Vision

T .. ADAMS & JARRETT

:gee ) East Sussex Leading Hi Fi Specialists

pen 10-4 every Sunday

UNILET SOUND & VISION Agents for: ® REL ® KEF * RUARK * CABLETALK
ssmGHST'REEI‘KI%'VXBY EN, * B&W < ROTEL * TANNOY ¢ MERIDIAN ® MARANTZ

* YAMAHA ¢ TALK ELECTRONICS * DYNAUDIO and more

PLUS - HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS WITH LISTENING ROOMS
PROFESSIONAL, FRIENDLY ADVICE AND SERVICE -
COME TO THE HI-FI DEALER THAT PUTS YOU FIRST

Tel: 01424 437165/432398

Norman Road St. Leonards on Sea, East Sussex

Tel: 0181 942 9567 Fax: 0181 336 0820

re—— VA . e |
audn)gx@eﬂence‘@ j%dﬁﬁg%@@§§§;_|

w ‘ 1
INNS WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS b i |
i Cardiff © FINANCE AVAILABLE

Bristol © STOCKISTS FOR OVER 70 BRAND!
SOUND & VISION 65 Park Street 134/6 Crwys Road ® CINEMA §uxnouwnsrfrm;;r§
« AUTHORISED DEALER FOR ALL TOP MAKES Bristol BS1 5PB Cardiff CF2 aNR (RSN NEETT e
o EASY PAYMENT TERMS  DEMO ROOMS (01179) 264975 (01222) 228565 ARCAM, B&W, CASTLE, DENON, MARANTZ, MISSION
e MAIL ORDER .+ SERVICE DEPARTMENT AR ROTE LR AR KT AN OVATEAGANDUKD
PHOENIX WAY, ENTERPRISE PARK, SWANSEA (Just off Junc 45, M4) Gloucester Swansea HavewcheefiichanuiChliite o-Srevean

i i 01978 364500

Gloucester GL1 55D Swansea SA1 1LE
O EN 7 DAYS M4 WEKES {01452) 300046 {01792) 474608 RUABON ROAD,W.RIEXHAM,CLWYD,

Exeter
156 Sidwell Street, Exeter, EX4 6RT
(01392) 491194

K L _JXX XX _IX @
TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30
I NORTH WAI.ES' LEADING HI FI CLOSED MONDAY

] & HOME CINEMA SPECIALIST
BEST SERVICE ¢ BEST PRICE o BEST ADVICE

0 Callagha j

TV VIDEO & HI-FI|
62 Oliver Plunkett St.. l
Cork.

Tel. (021) 273433

Mostyn Avenue
®  Craig - Y - Don, Liandudno
| Tel: 01492 876788

l 30 Lord Street, Wrexham, L11 1 LR Tel: 01978 364168

® GEED ¢ GEED ¢ @ Over 40 years experience ) GEED O GENDEEED &

~ YOU MUST LISTEN TO MISSION

YOU MUST LISTEN TO MISSION




IRELAND

AUDIOLAB, . . o
AT THE VIRGIN MEGASTORE B&0, BAW, Hearing is Believing
| ... everything for the serious S
A icl v MICROMEGA Arcam
\ music lover! iy = X
iU W EL; Hi-Fi and Home Entertainment cln“ Y Tag McLaren
Specialists o2 ——A=———af A Castle
Featuring: Acoustic Energy, Aichemist, Arcam, B+W, Bose, Castle, Cabletalk 106 | Mendca’n
Syrus, Denon, Harman Kardon, Infinity, Ixos, Jamo, J.B.L., JVC, KEF, Marantz, 01232 327604 " s § C(:)Iaras:d
Mission, Musical Fidelity, Musical Technology, Nordust, Panasonic, Philips, BEI?FAST 55 Main Street Ma':antz
Pioneer, Pro-Ject, QED. REL, Rotel, Shearne Audio, Sony, Sennheiser, Blackrock, Jadis
Stereostone, Systemline, Tannoy, Technics, Van den Hul, Yamaha - ~ ! Dublin. Naim Audio
* AW and Hi-Fi Listening Rooms D et €T [ el 01) 2889449/2088477 Sony
+ THX Digital AV demonstrations N, freland BT70 1AR. Open Turs- $3110.am 10 6 pr. REL
F - Tel. 01868-75360¢ Thue - Fei 10 2m 1o 6 pm
* Future-proof facility hup:/As e ki
* Extensive range of accessories and furniture [ | .
+ Custom installation and design service \ge'nmmdu oo
Call in Mon to Sat 09.30 to 18.00; Thu 09.30 to 20.00 " - e L t
By appointment most evenings t! 3 M
Tek: (353) 1 671 4343 Fax: (353) 1 671 4398 ) Oracl
e/mail: info@hificorner.ie | Sily m‘“: \5\

Or write to:
Hi-Fi Corner at the Virgin Megastore
14 Aston Quay, Dublin 2, Ireland

"TECHNICAL & GENERAL |

THE ORIGINAL TURNTABLE SPECIALIST

Buy CVC PREMIUM HI 11 valves direct from us
All valves processed for improved performance.
We also have stock of MAJOR BRAND types inc.
MULLARD, GEC, BRIMAR, RCA, GE, PHILIPS, etc.
130 New London Road Chelmsford Essex Ci2 ORG
Tel 01245 265865/355296 Fax. 01245 490064
email. sales@chelmervalve.com

for the Great Classical Turntable, Arms, Cartridges. Styli

CONNOISSEUR * GARRARD ¢ GOLDRING -
LENCO « ORTOFON « SHURE * S.M.E »
THORENS « WATTS
All available Genuine spares and our own
re-manufacture of obsolete parts

NO ILLUSORY 'IMPROVEMENT' NO DUBI- l
OUS OR HARMFUL 'MODIFICATIONS

and styli ct radius diamonds, for early
recordings - 78s & Lps
TECHNICAL & GENERAL |
P.0.Box 53 Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2BY
Tel: 01892 65 45 34

Cartridge yrre

Front End Problem?

The (‘arltnll'i(‘ige Man

arm and

STUDER REVOX
SALES, SERVICE, SPARES |
SERVICE & REPAIR OF |
et A77,B77,A700, PR99 & [
36 SERIES
HI-FI SPARES TO ORDER
SERVICED MACHINES IN
STOCK
APPROVED CONVERSIONS

E.M.A.S.

TEL:01246-275479
FAX:01246 550421

_—
ve

t doesn’t have to cost an

\lso agents lor Croft. Hadcock
F.ARL Michell &
Moth

plus cartridge re-tipping service
0181 - 688 6565
Wehsite: LISTENTQ/THECARTRIDGEMAN

£% = il

atv

| @ Service & Repairs

@ Volve & transistor amplifiers

@ Vintage valve Radio:

ATV SERVICES
LEATHERHEAD
01372 456921

@ Hi-Fi VCR's

@ Volves Tested

-
\
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REPAIR & DIY VALVES & TUBES VINYL

I\u'so.\u STYLE
SPECIA MAN C
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M E 7 er JINO

PICK-UP CARTRIDGES
RD A R

[ MUSONIC (£ k) LIMITED

& ANDRg, ey

¢'7\

4”#an o

KIMBER POWERKORDS

“By far the most cost effective
upgrade ever, | wish | had done
this years and thousands of

pounds sooner.”
M: J Sealey Southampton

Call now for your free brochure
quoting ref: ABHW1099

Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd., Kendal, Cumbria, LA8 9AS
Tel +44 (0)1539 823247 www.russandrews.com

E-mail: abhw1049 @ russandrews.com

.




Theory and Design of Loudspeaker
Enclosures by ). E. Benson

Covers infinite baffle, reflex, passive
radiator etc. in great detail with a highly
mathematic al approach making it
unsuitable for begimners hut highly
authoritative to experienced designers.
244pp 6” x 9” Paperback Code: 1130
£23.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Electrostatic Loudspeaker Design and
Construction by Ronald Wagner

Step by step puide 1o the design and
construction of a full range clectrostatic
loudspeaker, including basic operating
principles. Strongly rec ommended for
those wanting to either build, repair
and/or restore or who are just interested
in electrostatic s.

243pp 77 x 9 "

Paperback Code No. 1080
£16.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Al (IIJ\V ICS Acoustics & Psychoacoustics

R Dy David M. Howard & James Angus
| Aninteoduction 10 acoustics,covering,
human perception of sound, notes and
harmony, musical dynamics, timbre of
musical instruments, acoustic model for
musical instruments, hearing music in
different environments, deceiving the
ear and processing sound eledtronically
} 224pp 244 x 189mm
Paperback Code No. 1370
£25.00 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Scroggie’s Foundation of Wireless &
Electronics by Roger Amos

A classic text based on his experience
since the dawn of the clectronic age.
It covers both the theory and practical
aspects of a huge range of topics irom
valve technology, and the application
of cathode ray tubes to radar, to digital
tape systems and optical rec ording
techniques.

400pp 234 x 156mm  Paperback
Code No. 1590 £19.99 + £3.00 P&P (UK)

Dictionary of Electronics

by § W Amos, R S Amos

An excellent reterence 1or anybody
who is interested in electronics. Covers
all aspects TV, Radio, Audio and
Computing. A uselul well illustrated
sexy publication for any labortories
bookshelt.

363pp Hardback Code No.1610
£30.00 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Audio Electronics by jobn L Hood

The contents are as follows; lape
recording; tuners and radio receivers;
Preamplifiers and input signals; voltage
amplifiers and controlsl Power output
stages 1 The CD and digital audio; Test
insfructments and measurements;
Loudspeaker crossover systems; Power
supplies 1 Index

240pp, 246 x 189mm Paperback

Code No.1480  £19.99 + £3.00 P&P (UK)

Back To Basics Audio by julian Nathan
A first class reference book covering
electrical principals, meters &
measurements, amplifiers, transmission
lines sound waves & decibels, loud-
speakers, tape recorders, transformers,
PSUs, mixers, acoustics, audio cabling,
assembly methods, installation
planning and home cinema. An
excellent read

344pp, 234 x 152mm Paperback

Code No.1610 £25.00 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

Bullock On Boxes

by Robert M. Bullock 1.

Using Thiele-Small parameters ¢ lear-
ly, it offers lots of helpful tables and
graphs to get to grips with the sizing
of the box and port of a reflex
loudspeaker.

72pp 8" x 117

Paperback Code No, 1100
£12.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Testing Loudspeakers+

by Joe Dappolito

Joe D’Appolito, loudspeaker designer
and consultants, has written the detini-
tive text on testing loudspekaers. Dr.
D’Appolito brings his expertise to the
subject and provides you with a
hands-on discussion of testing drivers
and systems. He brings you the theo-
ry and physics behind loudspeaker
testing in this volume.

Paperback Code No. 1580
£24.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

<RI

Loudspeakers: The Why and How of
Good Reproduction

by G.A. Briggs

An easy to understand hook on build-
ing loudspeakers, using empirical
techniques that pre-date computer
analysis. Strong

recommendation for beginners.
88pp 5'7” x 8"

Paperback Code: 1070
£10.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

Audio Amateur
Projects

High Performance Audio Power

Amplifiers by Ben Duncan

This handbaook links analog ele tronics,

acoustics, heat and music technology;

high-end hi-fi and professional PA and

recording studio use; theorv, modelling

and real-world practice; design and repair;

the old and the new, the mainstream and

the specialised.

288pp, 234x156mm, Hardback

Code No.1460 £30.00 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

I m This books covers the basic theory
MADE SIMPLE and principles of electronics. A
g

g good read for the beginner.

Code No 1420 £12.99 + £2.00

P&P (UK)
Practical
Fault ﬁnth;gaml
Troubleshooting

Electronics made Simple

hy lan Sinclair High-end Audio

Equipment

Practical Electronic fault-Finding and
Troubleshooting by Robin Pain

This book explains the basic tec bnigues
needed to be a troubleshooter, using
only the basic equipment: a digital mul-
timeter and an oscilloscope. Simple cir
cuit examples are used 10 illustrate prin-
diples and concepts fundamental to the
process of tault finding,

240pp 235mm x 156mm  Paperback
Code No. 1430

-
o N ST £19.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

|[E—
Electronic test
instruments

Electronic Circuits Student Handbook

by Michael Tooley

This book provides the knowledge necessary to
appreciate the operation of a wide range of basic
electronic Circuits including amplifiers, logic gates,
power supplies, timers and pulse generators. the
coverage is ideal tor students following formal
courses

240pp Paperback Code No.1450  £14.99 + £2.75
P&P (UK)

Lhook

The Loudspeal
Sth edition -
by Vance Dickason

This best seller otfers up-lo-date
design inlormation tor the home
constructor It uses madeen Thiele
Small theory and parameters
185pp 8 " x 11" " Paperback
Code No. 1090

£22.95 + £3.25 P&P

Design C

High Performance Loudspeakers 5th E.
by Martin Colloms

High periormanc e referenc e book
tdeal 10r prolessionals and students
Covering CAD packages, digital
loudspeaker design, new results in
loudspeaker <istortion, developments
in short path, low order crossover
network design, bending wave panel
speaker technology, hybrid loudspeak-
ers and more

A78pp 7 x 9" Paperback

Code No 1350 £27.50 + £3.50 P&P (UK)

Audio Amateur Loudspeakers Projects
A collection of the 25 best speaker
artic les published in the Audio
Anmalear throughout the 1970, this
popular book is proof that great
designs are never out ot date. This
volume s a rich source of theory,
practice and design

135pp 8" x 11” Paperback

Code No. 1550

£16.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Understand Amplifiers by Owen Bishop
Lhis v a readable mtroduc tion tor those
with little previous know lidge of the sub
ject. The theme of amiplitication s cen
tral 1o many branches ol electronics

This book dese ribes amphitier types, how
thev work, their propertics, advantages
and disadvantages. and applications
Amiphtiers are treated with the mmimum
o1 mathematics and lots ot illustrations
Paperback
£16.99 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Code No. 1560

Build your own High-end Audio
Equipment

by Eleckior

Build your own Higb-end equipment
contaims construction projects tor solid
state preamplitiers and power
ampliliers, adtive cross-over tilters, and
active subwooter, 1 mono/stereo
compressor and a headphone amplitier.
Code No. 1390

£14.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

Build your own Electronic Test

Instruments

by Electkior

This book contains designs tor 17

measuring inslruments, seven generators

and analysers; ten miscellancous instru

ments and a number of test ancillaries
nd auxiliaries

simple multicore cable designs contain a

special printed crcuit, drawing of which
e given inan appendix

Code No, 1400  £15.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

The designs range fromy a

ORDER 4 BOOKS & OVER
& PAY ONLY £7.00 P&P

(UK ONLY)




VALVE BOOKS

The Beginner‘s Guide to Tube Design
by Bruce Rozenblit

This book takes a comprehensive look
at tube audio design. [t explains how
vacuum tubes work and how o design
with them. Rozenblit covers stabilisa-
tion and testing, a description of 13
famous and classic amps and preamps
and how to work efiectively as a
designer. A hands-on guide to con-
struction techniques, tools and choos-
ing components and tubes is provided.
1997, 132pp., 8 " x 117

Paper back Code No. 1340
£15.50 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

Mullard Tube Circuits for Audio
Amplifiers

Includes iull designs for eleven power
and control amps, including 5-20, using
valves. Begins with a four chapte tutori-
al on getting the best sound from valve
amplifiers.

142pp 8” x 10”

Paperback Code 1030

£13.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

TURE CIRCUITS FOR
AUDIO AMPLITIERS

Radio Designers Handbook 4th Edition

by Fritz Langford-Smith

This is a classic reference handbook for
all who are interested in the design and
application of audio amplifiers and radio
receivers, and deals with basic principles
and the practical design of all types of
classic audio amplifiers, radio receivers
and record-produc ing equipment up to
the invention of the transistor, covering
valves, valve testing, general theory and

power supplies, design of complete AM
and FM receivers, and referenc e informa
tion.

1498pp 216mm x 138mm Hard back
Code No. 1600 £35.00 + £6.00 P&P (UK)

70 Years of Radio Tubes and Valves

by lohn W. Stokes.

Qutlines the evolution of radio receiving
tubes and the part they played in the
domestic radio receiver. A reference 1or

| those interested in the history and devel-
opment, and colleciors alike.

256pp “8' x 11”7 Paper back

Code: 1050 £24.95 + £3.50 P&P (UK)

Valve Amplifiers

by Morgan jones, Audio Engineer

This book allows those with a

limited knowledge of the field to understand both the theory and
the practice of valve cudio amplifier design, such that they can
analyse and madify creuits, and rebuild an amplifier.
Constructional technirjaes are also provided so readers can build
trory scratch designs that actually work.

374pp 6" x 9"

Paperback Code No. 1330

£25.00 + 2.75 P&P (UK)

AUDIO ANTHOLOGIES BOOKS

Audio Anthologies - When Audio Was Young

Volume One: May*47 to Dec'49

Contents: 9.5W, 5W and 6.5W 6AS7G amps., 30W 300B amp.
valve FM tuning indicotor, 30W 211 power amp., cathode fol-
lower amp. using 6V6, an adaptation of the Williamson amp.,
valve phono pre-amp., several horn and reflex loudspeaker
designs.

Code No. 1150 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Two: Jan‘50 %o jul'55

Contents: Ultra linear 6L6 design and operation of the
Williamson, a direct coupled amp., Williamson type amp using
6A5s, 40W 845 push-pull amp., valve phono and line pre-anps.,
valves and loudspeaker damping, design and construction of
reflex, horn loudspeakers.

Code No. 1160 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

components; audio and radio frequencies;

Saga of the Vacum Tube

by Gerald E.J. Tyne

This book covers the history of the evo-
lution of the thermionic vacuum tube,
tracing its complex genealogy, and pre-
senting essential facts to assist in the
identification of such tubes made prior
to 1930. "Today Tyne problably knows
more about the history of tubes than
anyone else in the world”. As reviwed
in August Supplement 1998

Paperback 494pp, 5" x 8”

Code No. 1540 £16.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

ol UBE

Iy Grenald & Fonwe

Electronic Universal Vade-Mecum

by Piotr Mikolajcryk & Bohdan Paszkowski.
This Data book comprises 5693 valves
divided into 442 groups. A comprehen-
sive book which contains connection
details, operating parameters, load lines
and example circuits.

Hard back Code 1060

£49.95 + £ 8.50 P&P (UK)

LAAVELOal

Vade-Mecum

Valve & Transistor Audio Amplifiers

by ) L Hood

This is | L Hood’s greatest work yet,
describing the milestones that have
marked the development of audio
amplifiers, from the earliest valve amps
to the latest solid state design. It is the
complete world guide to audio amp
design. Other contents: active & pas-
sive components, amplifiers, pre-ampli-
fiers and power supplies.

Paperback 250pp., 156mm x 232mm
Code No. 1530 £19.99 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

‘S 8

Power Amp
on;tc(s

Audio Amateur Power Amp Projects
by the editors of Audio Amateur

This illustrated handbook features 26 of
the best articles on power amps from
1970-89. Authors from six countries
offer an array of designs 10 provide
almost any level of high-quality audio
power needed by the resourceful
amateur who prefers the pleasure of
building his or her own equipment.
205pp., 8- "x 117 Paper back

Code No. 1300 £14.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

Principles ot Electron Tubes

by Herbert §. Reich.

A textbook #r beginners starting with the basics of how a vacuum
tube actually wirks. Shows how a simple circuit is designed
including amplifiers, transformers and power supplies. A must for
both enthusiasts and hobbyists.
398 pp 6" x 9" Paperback
£27.95 + £L00 P&P (UK)

Code No. 1010

Volume Three: Aug'52 to Jun'55

Contents: S mple valve phono stage, transformer less amplifier
using 6082. 20W 5881 amp., 10W 6V6 amp., stereo valve pre-
amp., high quality valve phono stage, a pre-amp for the
Williamson. ow distortion tone control pre-amp., binaural or
stereophonic. Eansistor phono amp., corner & concrete horn
loudspeaker.

Code No. 1170 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Four: Jul'55 to Dec'57

Contents: 1BW 5881 amp., 4W single-ended tweeter amp., bud-
get 11W amp., versatile bass/treble control, transistor theory, tran-
sistor pre-awp., transistor techniques, battery powered transistor
phono pre-amp. and foudspeakers explained.

Code No. 1180 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

BUY ALL 6 AUDIO ANTHOLOGIES
BOOKS FOR THE PRICE OF £90.00

Tube Amgplifiers

by Kavsek & Kavsek

The most beautiful tube amp book in the
world. Na specs. no test. just 215 gor-
geous four colour photos of 65+ amps
with a short description of each.
Including a 12 page explanation of the
history of tubes and tubeamps. Apendix
with addresses with tech. data.

167pp 9" x 12 '~

Hard back Code No. 1310
£47.95 + £5.50 P7P (UK)

The Williamson Amplifier

by D.T.N. Williamson.

Offers practical advice on how to build
and set up the amplifier for best results.
40pp 8 x 11

Paper back

Code No. 1040

£9.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

Build your own Audio Valve
Amplifiers by Rainer Zur Linde

This book covers construction pro-
jects for preamplifers, power ampli-
fiers and two amplifiers for musical
instruments aimed at the

practical audio/hi-fi enthusiast, it
offers much information on the opera-
tion of electron tubes, while the first
chapter gives a short history of the
thermionic valve.

paperback, 251pp, 235mm x 13mm
Code No.1320 £14.95 + 2.25 P&P (UK)

Neddio Valve:
Nmaplidices

Electronic Valves im Audio Frequency Amplifiers

by E. Rodenbwis

Originally publ-shed in 1954 by Philips, this book encourages
amp. builaers te experiment with design elements. Discussing
the use of valve data. the function of different amplifier stages
and includes detaiied descriptions of eight designs. A wealth of
practical data mea-urements and interesting features will be
found. A very good read.

Paperback 147pp Code No. 1520

Price £12.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

An Approach to Audio Frequency Amplifier Design

Seventeen circuits Irom 5 to 1100watts - General Electric Co. High
quality amp. designs using KT66s, KT88s, DA100s etc. Includes
two valve pre-amps complete with phono stages.

126pp »" x I Paper back Code No. 1020

£19.95 + £1.75 P&P (UK)

Volunte Five: Jan'38 to Dec'59

Conteants: Stereo valve multiplex decoder, 7W EL84 amp., valve
active crossover and 20W treble amp/S0W bass amp., monaural,
binausal, monophonic and stereophonic explained, heterodyne
FM multiplex adaptor, transistor pre-amp., 60W EL34 amp., high
power audic amps, hi-fi loudspeaker enclosure.

Code: 1190 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Six: Jan'60 to Dec'61

Contents: Transistar pre-amps., feedback techniques, the coming
of FM stereo, FM multiplex adapters, Tape recorders; distortion,
frequency response and noise, 120W 6550 amp., loudspeaker
efficiency.

Code No. 1200 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

|Please send (Code No.)_

:F’ay. World Audio Publishing Ltd. £

EExpiry date: Name:

|Delivery Address:
:Tel: (Day)
K Cifburn P

___Signed:

S ________(enter codes clearly)
or debit my Mastercard/Visa/Switch/Solo (Card No)

_Please return to: W.A.P. Ltd. Suite G4, Imex House. The Park Business Centre

ark Road. London NW6 5LF. ENGLAND TEL/FAX: 0171 625 8032 E-Mail: wad @hi-fiworid.co.uk [ wemcnr s
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IXOS 109 £19.95
This metallic red bootlace of an intercon-
nect from Ixos contains a twin, overall-
shielded pair of Oxygen-Free conductors.
These are terminated with quality gold-
plated phonos at one end and a 3.5mm
mini jack at the ather, as are our other
candidates this month.

Linking Panasonic’s DVD-P10 portable
DVD player and Aiwa’s AM-F70 MiniDisc
recorder to a modified Mission Cyrus 1
integrated, the Ixos yielded a pleasantly
waim presentation. With discs such as the
chilled-out Dance compilation Hedkandy,
it produced appropriately relaxed
rhythms, although dynamics followed suit
which diluted the sense of scale of certain
tracks.

Swapping to Suzanne Vega’s Nine
Obijects Of Desire abbhum and the slinky
tempo of Caramel, again the Ixos came
up with an unhurried view of events that
was easy on the ear, even if it lagged in
the transparency and crispness stakes.
Less of a hit with my lugs were faster,
bass-heavy Rock and Dance tunes; dense
orchestral textures also had a tendency to
blend together and lose out on drive and
pace.

The Ixos is a vast improvement over
the anonymous spaghetti supplied with
portables, but its tonal balance makes it a
better match for bright gear that needs
calming than mare neutral performers.
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CONNECT LINK PHONO
PORTABLE LINK £23.50
Connect Link’s interconnect with its
woven black sheath is less of an attention-
grabber than the Ixos. Beneath said exteri-
or lurk four multi-strand, colour-coded
conductors without an overall shield. In
practice there were no problems with
noise pick-up; in fact, the CL was a very
able length of cable.

Bringing detail to the fore on The Jimi
Hendrix Experience’s Electric Ladyland
remaster CD was a lift across the upper
midrange. Apait rrom this, the CL had a
natural tonal signature with just a touch of
the dry to it and a controlled bottom-end
which out-paced that of the ixos.

On Nick Drake’s less processed Pink
Moon album, the Phono Portable man-
aged ta capture a sizeable chunk of the
ambience in this recording along with
plenty of vocal nuance, which ensured an
involving listen.

The sole, small bluebottle in the face
cream cropped up with anything inhabit-
ing the lower midrange in thick mixes.
Male vocals on Dance numbers plastered
with samples were difficult to make out at
times, as were guitar melodies at the same
sort of frequency.

Despite the niggle above, the CL offers
very good sonic value for the money. It
never sounds loose or harsh, and it scores
highly for musicality.

“LET'S GET COMNECTED
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THE CHORD COMPANY
CHRYSALIS £40.99
If this slim, grey interconnect looks famil-
iar, that’s because its standard phono-to-
phono sibling has featured in these pages
before. However, whereas the normal ver-
sion uses two runs of cable, the portable
Chrysalis’ main ‘bedy’ is a single length
containing two stranded canductors and a
braided shield.

As you might have guessed from its
price, the Chord was the best of this
month’s trio. It had an open, solid, three-
dimensional sound with decent slam and
transient speed. Imaging and sound stag-
ing were both fine as well, which gave
the Panasonic especially a chance to
show what it could do when powered by
a proper mains PSU.

The Chrysalis” ability does come at a
price. It might be tops here, but the
Connect Link isn’t far behind and it costs
only half as much. If you're looking for
out and out sound quality, it’s the one to
go for, but if value is uppermost in your
mind, the CT is a safe bet.
| 1XOS, Path Group

01494-459981
- Connect Link, Sonic Link
01332-361390 |
| Chord Company |
01722-331674 |

1
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Travis
The Man Who

Out of the debris of this truly uninspiring
year of pop’ comes at last something of
real substance

Standing out like a beacon among the
numerous Boyzone’s and Shania Twain’s
of the moment, Travis are well deserving
of their place in the nominations for this
year's Mercury Music Prize. | put them
pretty much odds-on favourite, with Blur
and the Chemical Brothers the only real
competition

Beautifully produced by Radiohead
knob-twiddler Nigel Godrich, The Man

Who is a morose but brave second LP

Joy Division d -
Presign 28 Febrifany 4980
-

Joy Division
Live in Preston
(FACTORY)

On first listen it could bhe just another
Camden Market live tape. Snatched on a
Walkman, and re-recorded ad-infinitum in
someone’s North London bedsit, it initially

from the Glasgow quartet, that Noel
Gallagher lists as his favourite band of
the moment

Intimate, introverted and atmospheric
it neither shouts to be heard, nor snarls
cynically. Instead, rising and falling gen-
tly, we are taken on a refreshing journey
through a series of sometimes catchy
sometimes up-beat, but mostly sad songs
It takes time and nurturing to be properly
enjoyed, and it can at times be depress-
ing. But it's worth the effort

Of course the Oasis/Gallagher con-
nectian shouldn’t be ignored. While
they make a particular thank you to the
brothers in the sleeve notes and have
supported them on tour, they also tip
their hat very blatantly with the refer-
ence to Wonderwall on album opener
Writing To Reach You, a brilliantly
melodic and enthralling track, which
gently introduces the Travis sound. ‘The
radio’s playing all the usual. And what's
a wonderwall anyway?’ it chirps cheeki-
ly. Not sure all this buddy, buddy back-
slapping should be encouraged, but hey
what can we do about it anyway?

It could be said, in fact, that Travis
are a kind of cross between the

Manchester rockers and more cerebral

bears all the hallmarks of a total rip off.

But Joy Division’s Live in Preston is
anything but. Listen deeper, it is a tale of
self-belief, a battle of will, a victory for
creation over adversity. It shows a band
fighting for survival. With the speakers and
equipment literally collapsing around
them, the Manchester quartet give a clas-
sic lesson in determination.

Over its 12 blistering tracks, the album
shows exactly how far technology has
developed over the last 20 years (Yes,
amazingly it's two decades, since Bernard
Sumner, Peter Hook, Stephen Morris and
the late lan Curtis, were changing the face
of music). When things can go wrong they
inevitably do. And on that cold February
night in Preston they certainly did.

With the tension building up, the com-
mentarv can only be described as classic,
and it’s hilarious hearing lan Curtis firstly
explaining that there are ‘some slight
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by Jon Clarke & Stuart Lenz

ind adventurous Oxford band
Radiohead. At their best, a splendid
slice of Southern US draw!, Violent
Femmes, Bob Dylan, say, and at their
an ephemeral side almost akin to
fellow Scottish brethren Wet Wet Wet

The album’s third track

worst

As You Are,
probably best sums them up. With a
classic Thom Yorke-style whire, singer
and songwriter Fran Healy begins
Every day | wake up alone I'm not like
the other boys.” You said it Fran. A sad
lament, but a great track which drifts by
with great ease. Luv, with its haunting
mouth organ, has a similar downbeat
feel, as has final track Slide Show
which is meant to give a radio-in-traffic
effect, with its background car noises
Driftwood, perhaps the album’s high
point along with Writing To Reach You,
is measuredly more upheat, if lyrically
still far from cheerful. Acoustic guitars
and a simple bassline develop into a
brilliantly catchy pop tune. ‘Nabody is
an island, everybody has to ge, I'm sorry
vou turned to driftwood, but you've
been drifting for a long, long tme’. It is
a chorus that might not pick you up. But
certainly

the music, | can assure you

will.

problems’, then lamenting that ‘everything
is falling apart” and finally admitting that
everything is being fed through Hooky’s
bass amp.

The PA announcing that the last coach
to Burnley is ‘going in five minutes’ just
adds to the farce.

As the band get increasingly irate, and
tempers come near to breaking point,
from the melee emerges an almost biblical
deliverance, and through the smoke and
haze of the now-defunct Prestan
Warehouse, came possibly one of Joy
Division’s most haunting and brilliant
appearances.

At their best, on Colony, Heart And
Soul and Twenty Four Hours they are
awesome. At their worst on Interzone, and
particularly Eternal, it is like being
dragged through hell.

Whatever, the aggression here is fright-
ening, and it’s painfully ironic that their
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by Jon Clarke & Stuart Lenz

decade would start on such a low note,
and that within three months their lead
singer had killed himself.

But the songs seem today crushingly
relevant to the coming millennium.
Paranoic, angry and often repetitive, they
pointed the way for things to come.
Unemployment, industrial decay, techno-
logical angst. But ultimately they were
about survival. And out of the ashes of
that February day would grow one of
Britain’s most important bands of the last
two decades.

There could be nothing more fitting
than a New Year’s Day gig from New
Order.

RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS

Red Hot Chili Peppers
Californication
(WARNERS)

While the title suggests an outrageous
Hollywood Boulevard-style sex-fest, awash
with silicon enhanced gals and libidinous
2 Live Crew-type groans and butt-shaking,
Californication is much more a measured
trail of rediscovery for the Chillies.

Minus heroin habits and a rousing
return at this year’s Woodstock festival
recently (they literally set it alight), little
seems to be standing in the way of LA’s
finest for the first time in years.
Californication is another notch on the
long overdue road to repair.

After a series of awkward detours -
1995’s One Hot Minute album being the
most irritating - the Red Hot Chili Peppers
are thankfully back to making damn fine
songs, in their funky jam signature way.

Back in the fold is guitarist John
Frusciante, the former backbone during
the Blood Sugar Sex Magic peak some

Hi-FI WORLD

vears ago: out is Dave Navarro, the for-
mer Jane’s Addiction man, who has now,
going by various reports, retreated into a
dark hermitic world to complete his book,
Trust No-One. Frusciante it should be
remembered had previously joined the
band on the death of the original guitarist,
Hillel Slovak and was pivotal in forging
the Chillies sound away from their pure
thrash punk/ funk crossover that had
stalled progress since their 1984 debut,
Freakey Styley.

The single Scar Tissue comes from the
same stock as their biggest hit, Under The
Bridge (covered by the All Saints last
year) as does the title track which has the
same bharbed commentary on the shallow
values of their adopted West Coast home.
California is a place apparently where
even earthquakes are ’just another good
vibration’,

But this is the very essence of the Chili
Peppers. While cynical of others’ behav-
iour, they themselves are not renowned for
abstinence (note: various addictions). A
contradiction? Well yes. So despite medita-
tions on the shallowness of the Californian
Lifestyle, there are still enormous helpings
of leering testosterone to be found.

Get On Top for example is this year’s
shameless answer to Blood Sugar’s Suck
My Kiss. This, and the unfortunately juve-
nile I Like Dirt, could easily have come
from any of their first five albums - short
staccato bursts of thrash funk just like the
old days. Best ignored unless looking for
nostalgia.

For the most part though the album is
adventurous and strong and not above a
little experimentation. There’s the Beatles
influenced Road Tripping; Saviour, a
strange stab at jangly psychedelia and
Right On Time which is an odd though
not unpleasant slice of post punk disco.

Adolescence is a hard thing to shake
off at the best of times, but the Chillies,
long known as the voice of misspent
American youth, are certainly trying. And
everything seemed to be working... until
this summer’s Woodstock festival, when
an anarchic live set from the boys, featur-
ing naked pogoing from goatee-wearing
bassist Flea, inspired a full scale riot.
Seems boys will always be boys.

L _music reviews

Here are our Top Five
albums that we just can’t
stop listen to:

1 (NEW) TRAVIS: THE MAN WHO
Out of the debris of this truly unin-
spiring ‘year of pop’ comes at last
something of real substance.
Standing out like a beacon among
the numerous Boyzone’s and
Shania Twain’s of the moment,
Travis are well deserving of their
place in the nominations for this
year's Mercury Music Prize. It
takes time and nurturing to be prop-
erly enjoyed, and it can at times be
depressing. But it's worth the effort,

2 (NEW) RED HOT CHILI

PEPPERS: CALIFORNICATION
After a series of awkward detours -
1995's One Hot Minute album being
the most irritating - the Red Hot
Chili Peppers are thankfully back to
making damn fine songs, in their
funky jam signature way.
Adolescence is a hard thing to
shake off at the best of times, but
the Chillies, long known as the voice
of misspent American youth, are cer-
tainly trying. And everything seems
to be working...

3 (3) BLUR: 13
A good deal of 13 is hit and miss,
but there is much to suggest that
Blur will yet, like Radiohead, carry
on producing important music well
into the millennium. And who knows,
there might be a happy ending: the
tabloids are already reporting a baby
on the way for Damon and his new
flame.

4 (2) SUEDE: HEAD MUSIC
Brett might have kicked the evil
habits he was once so famous for,
but he clearly doesn’t want to ven-
ture too far from that winning druggy
formula. Better the devil you know,
as he might chunter, and that musi-
cal devil ain’t half good.

5 (4) KULA SHAKER: PEASANTS,
PIGS AND ASTRONAUTS

Peasants, Pigs And Astronauts very
much keeps the faith and should
please all those die-hard Kula fans
out there. Spiritual and hypnotic,
with an eclectic range of Oriental
instrumentation, it has genuine pas-
sion in its grooves and offers one of
the best returns to Sixties style for a
long while. Whether it will win any
plaudits for originality is debatable.
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Southwest Sweden ~ its Musical Heritage 2.

Scheinkvartetten
The Schein String Quartet
plays 18th-century

drawing-room music

Anrnt
Boccsering
Kamwen

Puoyer

proprius

PRC 1D 082

SCHEINKVARTETTEN

Plays 18th Century Drawing-room
Music by Abel, Boccherini, Kammel
and Pleyel

PROPRIUS PRCD 9082

The Musical Heritage of Western Sweden
- what a phrase! A little like 'the greatest
shove-ha’penny player on Portsea Island’.
Skara Library in Skaraborg, W. Sweden, is
a repository of music, from the eighteenth
century onward, access to which has only
been promoted within the last few years.
Much of the collection is not native
Swedish, being rather music played in
Sweden at the various time. Cheating?
Maybe not. After all, in mid-nineteenth
Century in England you’d’ve far more
commonly heard Mendelssohn than
‘native’ Sterndale Bennett .

This neat collection features complete
quartets by Abel, Boccherini, Kammel and
Pleyel in editions which are occasionally
simplified from more exacting works or
else arrangements from larger pieces.
Taken as a whole, they have considerable
charm and present a little guide to home
music making of the time.

To my ear all of the pieces bear more
than a passing resemblance to Papa
Haydn. That’s not too much of a problem
- I like Haydn's chamber works - but his
imitators don't invariably bear the mas-
ter’s stamp, particularly his genius for
combining lightness of touch with first-
rate musicianship,

Actually the sleeve notes do not claim
that these are compositions of the highest
class. The pleasures of this collection
chiefly reside in the unashamed element
of domestication in the pieces. String

by Stephen Priest & Frank Blake

quartets were at the time a relatively new
form; not for Abel et al to point the way
up towards dizzy heights of Beethoven.

Perhaps the Scheinkvartetten’s mem-
bers are role playing on this disc. If so, the
pose is aptly chosen, because it is difficult
to see how their essentially modest
approach could have been bettered for
the material to hand. Anything too histri-
onic and the not-quite-first-rate-ness
would show through. Alternatively a too
bland performance would kill the listen-
er's interest altogether. As it is, they have
caught the right mood and are to be con-
gratulated on a series of performances
which give very genuine pleasure.

A word of warning about the record-
ing: the very live acoustic of the
Lundbrunn Pavilion can sound positively
horrifying through a less-than-able loud-
speaker. If things sound like a transistor
radio in a drainpipe, it isn’t necessarily
the recording’s fault! FB
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v FRobert McDuffie.

Christoph Eschenbach ‘
Houston Symphony 4

JOHN ADAMS/PHILIP
GLASS

Violin Concertos

Robert McDuffie, violin
Houston Symphony/Christoph
Eschenbach

TELARC CD-08494

This CD brings together violin concertos
from perhaps the two best-known living
American composers. Whilst both had a
classical music education, it is John
Adams that has stuck more rigourously to
the conventions of orchestration and form.
Both men are associated with the
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Minimalist school of composition, where
passages and musical elements are repeat-
ed pseudo-hypnotically, yet remain ‘tonal’
and lyrical. Although similar in voice and
virtually indentical in form these two
pieces contrast sufficiently to make an
intriguing disc.

After his early Coplandesque days,
Glass has dabbled in both Eastern mysti-
cism, and Western pop with his recent
Low Symphony. In the meantime he has
also churned out a few operas. Indeed,
the Violin Concerto (1986/7) was Glass's
first orchestral piece since his student
days.

The first thing that strikes you during
the initial few seconds is the sheer glitter
of the music. The rapidly descending and
ascending runs must look like diamonds
on the score, which is apt bcause they
also sparkle like them. McDuffie's entry
heralds some wonderful playing with a
rich woody tone and just the right amount
of vibrato.

There is no inclusion of electronic sup-
port in this score. Instead, sonorities are
supplied by the low woodwind, enhanc-
ing the sense of mechanism. There are
some beautiful moments which impress,
but somehow fail to move. Despite
Glass’s admirable compositional tech-
nique, his music never seems to get
below surface level. Not that | dislike it at
all, it sounds beautiful and crystaline - but
that’s it.

The Adams concerto appears to be
more emotionally driven and is more
musically substantial. This is possibly
because he sticks close to the customary
Twentieth Century compositional style - to
the extent that parts of the solo writing
instantly remind you of Berg’s master-
piece concerto. Changes of tempi and
dynamics feature here and the middle
slow movement is a sublime elegaic
lament in which McDuffie captures the
mixture of desolation and passion
perfectly.

This Telarc 20-bit recording is so good
it could almost be tagged with the dread
word ‘audiophile’. Not too likely though,
since the performers are too well-
established and the performances far too
good! SP
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JUDY GARLAND
Judy Duets
BCD/MSL PARTNERS BCD1401

Issued to commemorate what might have
been Garland’s 75th birthday in 1997,
and now available in the UK, this slightly
bizarre double CD is the result of two for-
tuitous events - the discovery in a damp
New Jersey basement of the only tapes
recording the 30-odd hours of her early-
Sixties CBS primetime televison show, and
the decision to remaster and release a pri-
vate recording of Judy singing at her last
vaudeville show at the Palace Theatre in
New York in 1951.

What we get from the first project are
the sixties stars who didn’t show just for
the money, but rather out of respect:
Streisand, Jack Jones, Mel Torme, Peggy
Lee, Tony Bennett, Lena Horne and the
double act who catapulted judy
back to stardom by kicking off
the pilot show, Dean Martin and
Frank Sinatra.

Unbeatable ratings for
NBC's Bonanza killed off the
Judy show after just one sea-
son in 1962, but these tapes
- recorded direct to tape
without sweetening or
remixing (then or now) -
swing with all the class
you'd expect, and offer an
unexpected bonus, the sound of Garland
relaxed, happy and in the musical compa-
ny of the people she respected mast, true
peers from the theatre, movies and music.

Meanwhile the Palace set captures the
vaudeville throwback Garland - before

Ol’ Blue Eyes (above)

E=Lale TN oTiTe (o VAT, M VETe (Ml stant bubbling of compila-

catapulted Judy Garland
back to stardom.

drugs and drink and disillusion made her
endless comebacks from the brink too
much to bear - displaying her mastery of
both audience and material in front of a
“shut up and impress me” New York audi-
ence who wind up singing Auld Lang
Syne back to the star.

SPIKE JONES
Strictly for Music Lovers
(Proper Properbox 5)
DUKE ELLINGTON
The Centennial Edition

RCD) 63458

LOUIS JORDAN

Man Alive It's The Jumping Jive
AVID AMSC 674

There’s a lot of it about these days - Swing
music, Big Band music. Some is the
lumpen, modern sound of million-selling
acts like the Brian Setzer Orchestra.
And some of it is the boom in
clubs and festivals pumping out
the classics and live revivals
through half million-dollar PAs
to preppies and college kids
enjoying a kitsch contagion.
And then there’s the con-

tions and reissues that has
kept Swing ticking over
since Ray Charles went
Country and Ellington to Africa.

But in among the cashing-in there’s
always a nugget or two that’s worth a
spotlight because of its value, technical
quality or skill in bringing a strand togeth-
er in a new way.
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by lan Nicolson

Try any of these and you won't be dis-
appointed, but if you can’t afford a long
‘un or more for the Duke’s collection - ten
CDs in a centennial tribute from
RCA that brings together every side the
Duke ever waxed for the company from
1927 right through to 1973, with rare
stereo mixes, alternate takes and unre-
leased tunes spicing up the classics - and
the 51-track Jordan leaves you counting
up the tracks you already own, take home
Proper’s four disc box set of the king of
the musical comics, Spike Jones.

Lindley Armstrong Jones (“Spike”
courtesy of his puny physique) began his
musical career as a drummer, working his
way up to radio work, backing names like
Bing Crosby and Perry Botkin. By the
time the war started, Jones had fallen in
with a gang of crazy musicians who
would on gigs irreverently spice popular
songs of the day with sound effects, funny
voices, the works. When the band almost
fluked into fame with the timely hit Der
Fuhrer’s Face (not a eulogy you under-
stand!), Spike, ever the business man,
coagulated ’his’ forces into a saleable
item. Ruthless if required - the band
drunks quickly found themselves ousted -
he was nevertheless able to nurture an
extraordinary variety of comic talents. For
all the fooling, the standard of musician-
ship displayed by the Slickers is uniformly
high: principal trumpeter George Rock
could have earned his keep with any top
band or orchestra of the day; principal
comic Red Ingle had toured with Bix
Beiderbecke in the twenties.

For the next thirty years, the City
Slickers steered as close to Goon Show
lunacy as the US gets, and, even if you've
never seen one of Jones’ trademark che-
querboard suits or heard the quickfire,
Marx Brothers patter breaking up the eas-
ily-destroyed band, there should still be
some potent sound triggers here: the
William Tell Overture, Casey Jones,
Camptown Races, Love For Sale.... noth-
ing is sacred, nothing can’t be torn apart,
re-invented and turned from art to chuck-
le, wail of pain to irresistible belly-laugh, -
or vice versa - and all with consummate
virtuosity.
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by Sara Davis

ROSARILID
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Ralphi Rosario
45 Miles of Nerves
UCCD 032

One of the original yet lesser-known
Chicago House producers, Ralphi Rosario
is one of those quiet, hard-working types
who, over the years, has managed to get
involved with the most bizarre range of
artists. Back in ‘87 Rosario was a bit of
an underground anthem wizard, produc-
ing the classic You Used To Hold Me and
truly contributing to the sound of the
early house movement. 45 Miles is a bit
of a hotch-potch, if truth be told. It opens
with a pair of deep and churning tunes -
the first twisting drum ‘n’ bass into the
proceedings to a wonderful effect.
Mello...but yet tawnting is another dark
but captivating track, a bit of a surprise
given Rosano’s background but an
ntriguing foray into experimental house
all the same.

Handbaggers needn’t worry however;
there are at least three cheesy numbers
sandwiched into all the experimentation.
Names like Wanna Give It Up, Take me
Up and Don’t Throw Qur Love Away
kinda say it all really - we're talking
dancefloor pop at it's flufriest.

Fluctuate between dark and light
tiouse music he does, but Rosario’s
sharpest tangent comes in the form of La
Ariana Latina which may well became a
monster track to really drive this hotch-
potch album into the mainstream. A
reworking of The Flower Duet by
Delibes, it's a magnilicent tune that
sounds very similar to Chicane’s epic
sound-scapes and will have hands in the
air the country-wide when it hits the club
dancefloors.

Hi-FI WORLD

adrenalin

PUMPING TRANCE AND UPLIFTING MoLtE QN 3CO FUL. ON wix

Various
Adrenalin
TTVCD307S

This is a beautifully crafted piece of mer-
chandise. It's a double CD with a s'mple,
vet bold, bright yellow design that’s cram
packed with corking anthems from this
summer and beyond. With 38 top tunes to
oick from, it gives the impression that it
was compiled by a pop chart statistician
who has spent the summer studying all top
ten chart tracks with a dance beat, giving
them marks out of ten for foot-tappability.
Consequently there’s a conflict of quality at
play throughout this compilation - you've
got your genuine dance-floor choons and
then you’ve got your Euro-trash holiday
pop that pertains to being Large, when
really it's not - Sash! you know who you
are...

Despite the fact that it's not part of a big
name series adrenalin will probably sell
thousands of copies on the back of one of
those cheap, late night TV adverts featuring
semi-naked clubbers ‘off-it’ in an Ibiza
dub. The pop pickers at Dance Dept didn’t
even secure the backing of a big name D]J
in the mix (or any for that matter...who, or
what, actually mixed this?) thev were that
confident with their play-list they didn’t
bother. And in most cases they were right,
Push, Energy 52, Paul Van Dyke, Pete
Heller’s Big Love, Mike Koglin, Chicane,
ATB, Way Out West and David Morales all
contribute very, very strong tures which
beg to be bought and played loud. But
shoe-horned in between are those all too
familiar dance tracks that compilation mar-
keting execs just can’t seem to resist; the
likes of Robert Miles, Underworld,
Faithless and Fatboy Slim - they've been
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played to death and seem out of place on
what is essentially a current selection of
house anthems. So there’s rough with the
smooth, keep remote control to hand at all
times for easy track skipping!

DJ SCSSORKICKS

VIDEO COMPUTER SY

DJ Scissorkicks
Video Computer Systern
FABRKICKS I/CD

DJ Scissorkicks, aka Anthony Chapman, is
one of the most respected breakbeat D)s
around, thanks to his innovative approach
to 2 growing genre. Shmoosing with such
celebs as Norman Cook, Steve Lamacq and
Jon Carter hasn't done any damage to his
reputation either but at the end of the day
it’s down to his tunes that he gets the
respect he deserves. This album nearly by-
passed the review bin altogether - it was so
good it appeared in the ‘pile of CDs that are
always lying open because they get played
s0 much’ and after this review - is going
straight back there.

Part of the appeal is the diversity of
tracks that stretch from rock to techno via
disco and hip hop; very much in the Fused
an¢l Bruised tradition. VCS is a furious col-
lection of electronic gems from the jackin’
acid disco of Get Rowdy and ! wanna
Rock, through to the ragga-breakbeat of
Champagne and Gunshots to the swirling
cinematic anthems such as Ange/ - all of
which have been pasted together with
classy production values.

Video Computer System is to be preced-
ed by single Clap Yo Hands which promis-
es to be a big dancefloor groove thanks to
its funktastic, tuff-edged electro vibe and
dizzy disco chorus. Norman Cook should
be very afraid - D) Scissorkicks is the new
fresh prince of breakbeat.
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Dealers throughout the UK and
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mapguide for your requirements

BEDFORDSHIRE

RICHARD’S AUDIO VISUAL 4 Greyfriars Bedford. Tel: 01234
365165. Stockists of: Arcam. Audioquest, Beyer, B&W. Bose, Cable
Talk, Celestion, Cyrus Denon, Heybrook, Marantz, Mission, Moth,
Nakamichi, Ortofon, Pioneer, Pro-Ject. Quad. REL, Rotel. Royd.
Ruark, Sennheiser. Sound Style, Systemdek. Target. Teac. Thorens.
van den Hul & more! Expert friendly service : Listening room.
Pioneer Reference Point.Visa / Access.

BERKSHIRE

SEVENOAKS HI-FI 3 & 4 Kingswalk Shopping Centre,19-23
King Street. Reading, Berks. RG1 2HG.Tel. 0118 9597768.A spe-
cialist Hi-Fi store with two demonstratioin rooms. The audio
visual room Is complete with Meridian Digital Surround Sound.
Major orands stocked are: Arcam. Audiolab. Cyrus, Denon.
Marantz. Meridian, Rotel, Yamaha, Acousuic Energy, Castle, B&W,
Kef Reference, Monitor Audio & Ruark.

BRISTOL & BATH

THE RIGHT NOTE Te!: Tel.No. (01225) 874728. Just think:
most audiophilles listen for most of the ume to systems that are
‘not quize right’. Are you happy with yours? Forget the reviews
and tryng to put together a system like a patchwork quilt with
the ‘best’ bts around. lts our job to do the assessing, you judge
our results. We'll help you to plan a system for the future. even if
you spread the purchases. Leave the ‘up-grade-ius’ behind. save
money and enjoy music all the ume. Just listen, and you'll know.
CD: Acuras. Audio Synthesis. Classe. DCS. Enlihtened Audio
Destgn. Meracus. Orelle, Wadia, XTC. Vinyl: Basts. Crown, jewel,
Graham. Michell. Sumiko, Transfiguration. Amps: Acurus, Audio
Sculpwure & more. Speakers: Audio Arustry, Audio Physics &
more. Tuners: Fanfare, Magnum Dynalab & many more. Cables:
Chord. DNM, Silver Sounds & more. (Credit Cards Accepted).

V’AUDIO HiFi Consultants: 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop,
Bristol. BS9 1E). Tel: 0117 968 6005. ATC. AVl, Alon, Audio
Analogue. Audiomeca. Cadence Valve. Chord Amps,
Electrocompaniet, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, LFD, Lyra,
Opera. Ortofon. Pink Triangle, Ruark, Mark Levinson. Michell. REL.
SME. Shearne. Sonic Link. Sugden. Townshend, Triangle. Unison
Research Valve Amps, Home Cinema demonstrated including.
AV Amps. DVD Players,Video Projectors and Screens. Demos
by appointment only. Home trial facilities. Free installations. We
are not a shop.

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

HAZLEMERE AUDIO CONSULTANTS To hear how real-
1stic music can sound please cali for an appointment (day or
evening). Objecuve advice, comfortable listeming. home demon-
strations, free installation, part exchange. repairs and superb ser-
vice. Acoustic Precision, Air tangent. ATC, Audiomeca, Basis,
Classe. EAD. Fanfare. Henley. Magnaplanar. Mirage. Monrio. Muse.
Notungham Analogue, Opera, Ortofon, SD. Sirius, Straightwire,
Tice, Triangle, Trilogy, VPI. Based in High Wycombe. Please call:
01494 437892.

TECHNO SOUND/ AUDIO INSIGHT 7 Granville Square.
Willen, Milton Keynes, MKIS 9JL.Tel, (01908) 604949. Audiophile
Hi-Fi and Home Cinma Speciahists. All major brands stocked from
Arcam to Yamaha. Meridian Digital Home Theatre dealer. Custom
home cinema and multi room installaton. 4 dem rooms and
expert advice. Audiophile CDs, LPs and LaserDiscs to buy. Open
late on Fridays.

NORTHWOOD AUDIO 98 Cambridge St, Aylesbury. Bucks
HP20 IBA. Tel. 01296 428790. Selected sounds from Acoustic
Energy. Alchemist, Audio Meca. Audio Note, Boston, B & W.
Cabletalk, Castle, Celestion, Chord, The Chord Company. CR
Developments, DNM Virwual Reality, Denon. DPA, Epos.
Exposure. Gyrodek. Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Kef, Kipsch,
Marantz. Micromega, Monitor Audio. Moth. Musical Technology.
NAD. Nakamichi. Pioneer. PMC, Proac. Rega, Rel. Rose. Rotel,
Ruark, Stax, Tannoy, Teac, Talk Electronics. Thorens, Triangie. Tube
Technology and a range of quality pre-used equipment. Export
orders welcome. - The ulumate Hi-Fi Specialist experience... a
mere phone call away.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

THE AUDIO FILE 4| Victoria Road. Cambridge. Tel. 01223
368305. For the best in Briush Hi-Fi and Home cinema enter-
tainment’. Visit or call to arrange a dem with products from:
Audiolab Arcam, Mission. Linn, Naim, Rega, Cyrus, Absolute
Sounds, Kef, Sony.Yamaha, Rel, Quad. Ruark, Denon.

THE HI-FI COMPANY PETERBOROUGH The region's
largest range of enthusiast hi-fi. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Cyrus,
Denon, KEF. Kenwood, Krell, Marantz. Martin Logan. M&K.
Mertdian, Mission, NAD, NAIM, Pioneer, Quad. REL. Rotel. Yamaha
and many more. Excellent hi-fi and A/V demonstration facihues.
Part exchange welcome. Huge selection of top quality. carefully
used equipment. telephone for mailing list. 35-42 COWGATE.
Peterborough. Phone: (01733) 341755 Fax: (01733) 358141.

CHESHIRE

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd.. Chester CH2 3NH Tel: 01244
344227. All that’s best in hi-Fi from Epos, KEF, Teac. Royd, Linn
Rega, Naim, Arcam,Audiolab. Ruark. Rotel and many more. Multi
room systems from Linn Knekt. Superb demonstration facilities.
home demonstrations and installation a pleasure. We offer the
best products. the best service and the best sounds. Open
Tuesday to Saturday. evenings by appointment.

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road. Wrexham. North
Wales, Tel. 01978 364500. Audio Visual Specialists. Arcam,Audio
Analogue, Bose. B&W, Celestion, Castle, Denon, Harmon Kardon,
Jamo. Marantz. Michell. Mission, Onkyo, Pro-Ject. Musical Fidelity.
NAD, Micromega, Myrad, QUAD, Radford. Rotel. Ruark.Tannoy.
TDL. Teac, Thorens, UKD. Unison Research. Yamaha. DSP Club
Member. Demo Room. installauon service. Easy Parking and
Motorway access. All major credit cards accepted. 9.30 - 5.30
daily. Closed Weds pm.

INPUT AUDIO Dukinfield, Cheshire,
TebFax: 0161 304 7494, Mobile: 07801 498934. We have the ume.
we have the patience, we have the desire, and we have the prod-
ucts to help you reach your musical goals. featuring: Adyton. Altis,
Art. Audiogram. Audio Analogue Pucaini, Audiomeca, Audio
Physic, Audio Vector, Base, B.C.D.. Chord, Diapason, Graaf, Insert
Audio Immedia, Meracus Monrio. Neat. PA.D. Siemel Silver
Sounds, Stands Umque. System Audio. Triangle UKD Opera,
Unison Research, Yamamura-Churchill, YBA.  And much more
arriving soon. specialising in home demo’s. Please phone for
more information or friendly chat. All usual facilities. Input for the
pleasure of music

DOUG BRADY HI-F! Kingsway Studios. Kingsway North.
Warrington, WA 3NU Tel 01925 828009 Fax 01925 825773.
Visa, Mastercard, Lombard Tricity. 2 dem rooms, home trial:
Agencies include: Arcam, Tag McLaren. AV, B&W, Castle, Caspian.
Chord Electronics, Exposure. Harbeth, Heybrook. Krell. LFD,
Michell. Mendian. Musical Fidelity, Monitor Audio. Naim, Nauulus
800 series, Pink Triangle. ProAc, Roksan, SME. Wilson Benesch.
XTC and many more,

PRACTICAL HI-FI 88 Bridge Street, Warrington, WAI 2RF.
Tel:- 01925 632179. See our man entry under Preston, Lancs.

REPLAY AUDIO CONSULTANTS Tel/Fax Chester (01244)
401290. Cheshire’s alternative hi-fi specialists. Honest advice and
personal service. We can demonstrate Alchemist. AV, Henly.
Heybrook. LFD, Michell. Moth, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Neat, Origin
Live, Ortofon, Pink Triangle, Royd. Sonneteer, Totem, Trichord.
Demonstratons by appointment in Chester or in your own
home. Delivery & instaflation available. Mastercard, Visa, Switch,
Delta

SWIFT HI-Fl St Annes Parade Wilmslow. 01625 526213. Aura,
B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz. Nad, Pioneer, Rotel, Systemdek,
Tannoy, Revolver, | PW.. M. Short. Mission, Celestion, Technics,
Audiolab, Castle. Open 9.30-6. Dem room. No pressure, BADA
member.

CORNWALL

SOUNDS PERFECTION ‘Cornwalls most exclusive Audio
retaler’. Agencies include: Alchemist. Audio Analogue,
Audio Note, Audio Spectrum. Border Patrol, Boston,
Electrocompaniet. Elemental Audio. Henley, JM Labs,
Michell, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, Ortofon,
Parasound. Sonic Fronuers, Primare, Project, Nordost,
Philoshophy, REL, Tsunami. S.M.E.. Sudgen. Stands
Unique. Teac. Vienna Acoustics, Triangle, Trichords, Tara
Labs, Sonic Link, Home Demonstrations by Appointment.
Tel/Fax. 01326 221372 Mobile 0468 754353. E-mail. soundsper-
fecuon@mailcity.com

CUMBRIA

MISONS SOUND & VISION Viaduct House, Victoria Viaduct,
Carlisle, CA3 8AN.Tel (01228) 22620.Exposure. Heybrook Aura.
Bang & Olufson, B & W, Castle, NAD. Quad, Rotel, Sony. Sugden.
Yamaha, Demo Suite. No appts nec. Home trial facilities. Free
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SUTTONS HI-F
Tel: 01202 §55512. You
faciities with stocks to
Denon. DTS, KEF. Linn. M
Rotel. Sennheiser. Sony, So!
Teac. Technics,  Yamaha, and'ma

Hi-Fi you've probably heard of a
heard of Suttons too! We've begl
Please call for expert knowledge

WEYMOUTH HI-Fl 33-35 M
DT4 8BA. Tel (01305) 785729.
Kenwood, Marantz. Micromega. Mu
Sony. Technica. Yamaha. Dem room.
Only quality hi-fi dealer in Weymoul
Free mstallation. Home trial facilitie!
Delta Mastercard. Interest free cred
Fri 9.30-5.30 Sat - 9.30-5.30

ESSH

GRAYSTON SOUND & VISIO
Colchester. (01206) 577682. Alchery
Acousucs. Castle, Denon. Harman K]l
Opta. Meridian, Michell. Musical Fideli
Rotel, Sennheiser. Superb demo
and installaton. Regular musical
demonstrations. Excellent credigfaciities.

GLOUCHESTERSHIRE

THE RIGHT NOTE - BATH
For specialist advice and home demonstrations. See Bris!
Bath.

HAMPSHIRE

HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD. 2-12 Hursley Road.
Ford, Hants, SOS3 2FU. Tel Southampto
252827/265232. 3 Hi-Fi and 2 Home Cinema'Dgib
Sound Demonstration Rooms. one with Projeg
wide screen. Brands stocked include Af

Audiolab. Audioquest. Celestion, Cyrus
KEF. Marantz. Meridian, Missig
Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Tai
Established 1969. we off r Gu
own well-equipped Service DEPtWe ha
ing facthty and we are located within
{M3/M27 Interchange) and Juncuons |3 {
Mondays. except in December. Late Nig|
Founder Member. All deposits fully cg

NOW THATS HI-FI 32 Ar
{01705) 811230. Pioneer. Yamah
TOL. REL. Attacama and!
15ts, Accessory
(01705)



SOUTH COAST SPEAKERS Ltd 326 Portswood Road.
Southampton, Hampshire, Tel: 01703 559312. Hand made
Loudspeaker Systems! Tailored to your individual tastes. Many
real wood veneers. Any colour finish available. UK. suppliers of
Driver Units for: SEAS. VOLT, MOREL. VISATION, RCL, SCAN-
SPEAK & MORE. Home builder kits always on demo. High quali-
ty accessories/components, comfortable listening area, ample
free parking, friendly advice.

HEREFORDSHIRE

ENGLISH AUDIO 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford, HR4 0DG.
(01432) 355081, Arcam. A T.C.. B&W, Castle, Cyrus Centre.
Denon, Dynaudio, Heybrook. KEF Magnat. Maranz, Mission,
Musical Fidelity, Naim, ProAc. Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Project. REL.
Rotel, Ruark, John Shearne. Stax, System Audio, Tag McLaren, Teac.
Wadia, and Yamaha. Single speaker dem room. home trial facilities.
free installation, service dept.Access'Visa, Credit arranged. Open
Mon-Sat. 9.30-5.30pm .BADA members.
HERTFORDSHIRE

ACOUSTIC ARTS LTD 101 ST. Albans Road, Watford, Herts.
Tel: (01923) 245250, Fax: (01923 230798. Audio Research, B&W,
Boston. Castle, Celestion. Chord, Copland, Denon, Densen, DPA,
Jadis, KEF. Krell. Marantz, Martin Logan. Michell, Micromega, Rel,
Roksan. Ruark, SME. Sonus. Faber. Theta. Thorens. Wilson. 4
demonstration rooms. Purpose built AV studio. Credit available.
100 yards from Watford Junction station. Open Tues-Sat 10-5.30
(Thursday open by appointment undl 8pm).

AUDIO FILE (THE) 27 Hockerill Street. Bishops Stortford,
Herts. Tel. (01279) 506576, Please see main ad under
Cambridgeshire.

AUDIO FILE OB)ECTIVE 37 Tower Centre,
Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, ENI0 8UD. Tel: 01992
478666 Fax 01992 44043 1. Selected British and special-
ist brands. New, Ex-dem. and S/H. Mail order Hi-Fi
Purchased. Free Parking.

DARBY'’s OF ST. ALBANS. 6 Market Place, St Albans, Herts.
Tel: (01727) 851596. Hertfordshire's premier Hi-Fi/Audio Visual
specialists established 1946. Full Home Cinema demonstration
suite. Whether your needs are large or small. we stock it all:
Arcam,Yamaha. Quad. Denon. Sony. Bang & Olufsen, Pioneer, REL.
KEF. Mission, Ruark, Celestion. Polk. and many more. Free plan-
ning service. Free Delivery and basic installatior. Full workshop
facilities. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat.

KENT

ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-Fi 40 High Street. Ashford.
Seeking music lovers. male or female, any age, to share common
interest in musical Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room of Home
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in unusual setting, your
place or ours, we guarantee lasting pleasure. Open Mon-Sat.
Appointment Service or just pop in. Tel (01233) 624441

DOVER HI-FI 43 High Street. Dover. Tel: 01304 207562,
Suppliers of quality hi-fi equipment including: Arcam. Akai, B&W,
Denon, Jamo, Mordaunt Short. NAD, Panasonic. ProAc, Quad.
Rotel. Ruarc, TDL. Technics, Tannoy. Part exchange. Listening
room, Service and repairs. Credit facilivies. Access/Visa. Open 6
days 9-5.30.

THE LINN STUDIO Sondek LP12° knekt* Karik Kairn®
Klout' Kremlin® Keltik” Kaber Keiledh™ Numerik® Tukan
Wakonda Majik” Mimik” LK100" Ekos™ Kudos “ Arkiv' Brilliant
Lingo Valhalla™ Sekrit” Akuv ...Dream systems for everyone
from £2,000 to £30,000+.A new dealership from a speciahst fam-
ily business. established in 1948, Outstanding service and faciliues.
Multi-room specialist. 123 Snargate Street, Dover, Kent. CT17
9AP.Tel: 01304 201525, Fax: 01304 240135,

KIMBERLEY HI-FI 193 Broadway. Bexleyheath. Kent Tel. 0181
304 3272. Sep dem rooms. Denon. Technics. Kenwood. Aiw. NAD.
Dual, Wharfedale. Mission, Marantz. Tannoy, Castle, Monitor
Audio, Heco, Jamo, Cerwin Vega and many more.

PROGRESSIVE AUDIO 2. Maryland Ct. Rainham, Kent, MES
8QY. Tel. 01634 389004. Agencies include: Audio Innovations.
Audion, Audionote, Audio Mecca, Audio Systems. Audio Stauc,
Audio Technica. Chord Amps. Cogan Hall, Conrad Johnson.
Convergent. Denson, Goldring, Impulse. Koetsu. Levinson, LFD,
Lyra, Moth, Nordost. Origin Live, Pink Triangle. Proac. SD
Acoustics. Silversounds, SME, Sugden, Sumiko, Systemdek. Snell.
Target, TDL, Transfiguration, Townshend, Tube Technology, Unison
Research, UKD..Voyd.VPI. etc. Dems by appointment.

UNILET SOUND & VISION 24-26 Union Street.
Maidstone, Kent. Tel. (01622) 676703. Fax (01622)
676723. The best place in town for Hi-Fi and Home

Cinema. * Three superb dem rooms = Interest Free
Credit = All leading brands “ Also Open Sundays 10 -
4.00pm.

LANCASHIRE

CLEARTONE 235 Blackburn Road (1/2 mile from city center
on the A 666 Blackburn Road) Bolton. Lancs BL1 8HB Tel: (01204)
531423. Bolton's biggest Hi-Fi superstore. Every top brand & all
the best buys at guaranteed unbeatable prices. Aiwa,Akai, Arcam,
Audiolab, B&W, Bose. Castle, Celestion, Denon, Hitachi. Infinity,
JBL. JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz. Meridian, Mission, Mordaunt
Short. NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony. Tanroy. TDL. Technics.
Toshiba.Yamaha. 2 dedicated Hi-Fi Demo rooms and 2 AV Demo
rooms. no appointments necessary. Service department. free
installaon. home trial facilities, free parking. Access. Visa, Amex,
Diners. Interest free credit Open Mon-Wed 10.00-6.00. Thurs-Fri
10.00-7.00. Sat 9.00-6.00. Sun | 1.00-5.00

MARTON MUSIC 5 Masterson Ave. Read, Burnley. BBI2 7|JL.
for audition of the best stereo and surround sound equipment
from BRYSTON (20 yr guar.), MYRYAD, PMC, RUARK,YAMAHA,
and the latest WILMSLOW-HART electronics, in a comfortable
demonstration room through commercial and custom-built
speakers including Transmission Line, Open Baffle and Reflex
designs. Home demos encouraged for complete satisfaction.
Also main agent for Liberty Audiosuite loudspeaker/audio mea-
surement system, ETF4.0 room measurement system and
LspCAD room/box design/crossover package. Call Tony Seaford
anyume for an appointment, a chat or free advice on 01282
773198 (fax 776413). or e-mail 106505.251 @ compuserve.com.

ORPHEUS AUDIO Tel: 01257 473175 See our main entry
under Greater Manchester.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 43 Friargate, Preston. Tel:- 01772 883958.
The audio visual specialist. expert advice. instant demonstrations,
best prices. instant free credit. part exchange welcome. Extended
warranty. Stockists of Yamaha. Castle, Teac. NAD, Lexicon. Arcam,
Kenwood, Denon, Sony, Technics, Onkyo, Marantz. Pioneer,
Mission, Kef, Celestion, B&W.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 84 Penny Street, Lancaster, LAL IXN Tel:-
01524 39657 - See our main entry under Lancaster.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 33/35 Knowsley Street, Bolton, Lancs Tel:-
01204 395789 - See our main entry under Lancaster.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 8] Whitegate Drive, Blackpool, FY3 DA
Tel:- 04253 300599. See our main entry under Lancaster.

ROMERS HI-FI, 94-96 High Street. Rishton, BB1 4LQ. Suppliers
of quality hi-fi equipment including: Linn. Arcam, Cyrus. Quad.
Yamaha, Mission, Ruark, Sony, Monitor Audio, NAD, Onky, Bose,
Castle, Nordost, Straightwire, Panasonic. Pioneer, Loewe, TDL,
JVC. Target. Stands Unique. Specialists in multiroom installations.
Access\Visa\Switch, Credit facilities, Open 9.00 - 5.30 Mon-Sat
(5.00pm Wed & Sat).Tel: 01254 887799 Fax: 01254 876866

LEICESTERSHIRE

ZOUCH AUDIO Suppliers of quality Hi-Fi, Apallo, Audio
Analogue. AV!. Bow Technologies. C.A.T.Celestion. Chord
Electronics, Creek. D.C.S.. Dynalab, Graham. John Shearn, LA.T,
Lumley. M.L.T. Magnum, Munrio, Musical Fidelity, Musical
Technology, Neat. Opera. Orchid, Orelle, Sirius. Stands Unique,
Sumiko, Teac, Tice, Townshend, Transfiguration, Unison Research,
Wilson Benesch, X.T.C. Open 10.00-5.30. Closed Monday. Zouch
Audio, The Old Coach House, off South Street. Ashby De La
Zouch, LESS 1AN. For further information call Michael on 01530
414128 or 0976 571875

CYMBIOSIS 6 Hotel Street, Leicester, LEY SAW. Tel: (0116)
2623754 Email: shop@cymbiosis.com. Arcam, Acoustic Energy,
Cable Talk, Castle. Charto, Chord Company. Cura, Denon, Linn
Hi-Fi. Linn Knekt, Loewe Televisions, Lutron Lighting, Musical
Technology. Naim. Nordost. Projekt Furniture. Rega. Revox. Rotel.
System Audio. Tag Mclaren. and Wadia. Mult room design &
Installavon Service. 4 listening founges, Installation Service,
Finance Available. Open 10-5.30 Monday to Saturday.

LEICESTER HI-FI 6 Silver Walk, St Martins Square.
Leicester LE1 SEW. Tel: (0116) 2539753. Fax: (0116) 2626097.
Arcam, B&W Nautilus, Mission. Cyrus, Marantz, Pioneer, Quad,
Tannoy, Copland, Pink Projects, Michell, Technics, Rotel, Rogers,
Yamaha, Acoustic Energy. Chord Electronics. Teac, Miller &
Kreisel. DPA., Talk Electronics, Greig Loudspeakers, ET.C. 4
Listening areas over 3 floors. We can demonstrate, deliver and
install, Including A.V. and Muluroom. Credit Facilities. All cards
taken, open 6 days 9.30-5.30.

STEREO SHACK 1-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. Tel: (0116)
2530330. Fax: (0116) 2626097. Yamaha. Kenwood, NAD, Mission,
Teac, Awa, Cerwin Vega, Proneer, TDL, Thorens. |BL. Rotel,
Celestion. Jamo & many more. We are AV. specialists, 2 dem
rooms. We can demonstrate. deliver and install. Credit facilities
and all cards taken. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30

LONDON

AUDIOJOY LIMITED For equipment that sounds natural and
musical, ring for friendly advice, and demos. Professional Monitor
Co., Trichord, Michell.Bryston & Laverdin, VP, ClearAudio, Moth,
Stands Umque, Target, Nordost. etc. 7 Days, 10am il 10pm.
Telephone 0181 363 4963. Mobile 0966 231557, E-Mail@audio-
joy.demon.co.uk www.audiojoy.demon.co.uk

BABBER ELECTRONICS SERVICE CENTRE 158
Uxbridge Road.West Ealing, London, W13 8SBTel. 0181 579 6315
Akai. Awa, A&R. Celestion, Dual, Goodmans, Harman Kardon.
JBL. JVC, Kenwood, Marantz, Panasonic, Sennheiser, Sony, ES
range, Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale,Yamaha and many more. Auth.
Service Dept. Credit Facilities, Open 10.30 - 5.30 Mon-Sat.

BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEM 248 Lee High Road, Lewisham,
London SEI3 5PL.Tel: 0181 318 5755/0181 852 132I. Arcam,
Denon, Marantz, Linn, Mission, Naim, Tag McLaren, Pioneer-DVD,
Rega, etc. 2 domestic style listening lounges. Appts required, ser-
vice dept. home trial facilites. Interest free credit, Access, Visa,
Amex cards accepted. Opened Mon-Sat 10-6.30, Closed
Thursday.

CHOICE HI-FI Tel. 0181 392 1959. Speciahist dealers in high
end quality second-hand equipment. All main brands in stock
including Krell, Audio Research, Wadia. Mark Levinson, Sonus
Faber. Linn, Naim, SME & many more. Generous price given on
trade-in. Part exchange welcome. Also dealers for Trichord, SME.
Gamma, Trilogy. Lumiey, Boulder & many more.
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PRACTICAL HI-FI 65 Bridge S
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rooms. No pressure!

MERSEYSID)

ACOUSTICA {7 Hoole Rdy Chester CH2 3NH
344227, See our main ad undef Cheshire,

MIDDLESEX

MUSICAL IMAGES 45 High Street. Hounslow, Middlel
Tel(0181) 569 5802. Fax. (0181) 569 6353.

MUSICAL IMAGES 173 Station Road. Edgeware, Middle
Tel. (0181) 952 5535 . Fax. (0181) 952 5535. Most brary
able - see full page advert.interest free credit. ask
Demo rooms, Repairs & Service. Sunday opening
week. A Home Cinema Specialist. Mail order. P,

OPAL DESIGNS LTD. Rockware
Rockware Avenue. Greenford, Migdle
930 7/, Fax:

Email: jas@opal.co.uk. Home Page™ ww
Audio & Home Theatre Consultants. A
Levinson, Proceed, Linn Hi-Fi, Linn Kn
Faroudga, Stewart Film Screen, Revel Lo
Audio, Martin Logan, Sonus Faber. MIT, Ti
order welcome. Credit cards accg
brochure.



OF MUSIC The aiternative Hi-Fi shop. 01270
K.G..A.V.I..Alchenist, B.C.D.. Blueprint, Castie, Chord
audio. Dynavector. Electrocompaniet. John Shearn,

con, Linn, Loewe, Michell, Myryad, Nordost, Ortofon,
Projekt Stands, Q.L.N.. Restck. Roksan, Stands Unique.

SURRdLs

IL AUDIO, Tel/Fax 01359 240687  Mobile
404874 Music from the Sound Foundry!
rs of: [Audio Physic]: loudspeakers, Adyton:
s. Meracus: CD transports, players, DAC's pre
power amplifiers, Yamamura Churchill: cables and
sories, ART: Accessories Mail  Order
ories/CD's Cable/Amp Stock Clearance:

or fax for further details and ex-demo hardware
ost major credit cards accepted

AUDIO The Street. Hessett, Bury St Edmonds.
folk. IP30 9AZ Tel. 01359 270212. "Hi-Fi and speaker centre
ated to quakity hi-fi since 1971. Open 10-6. Closed Weds
Sundays. Evening and Sunday Dems by appointment.

1O IMAGES 128 London Road North, Lowestoft, Suffolk,

fHB Tel: 01502 582853, Arcam. Acurus, Castle, Rotel,
Triangle, QTA. Sugden. Denon. Yamaha, Mirage, M &K,
tive. Musical Fidelity. plus the incredible Rothwell range.
eshingly different selection. Dem Room, Professional AV
aller's from budget to high end. Full credit facilities. 9.30 to
5.30 Mon & Sat ~ 9.30 to 6.00 Tues to Fri.

STERN AUDIO 4| Bramford Road. Ipswich, Tel, 01473 217
217. Fax 01473 215705. Quad. Arcam. Audiclab, Meridian,
n. Denon. Rotel. Marantz, NAD. Sony. Rogers, Nakamichi,
Syste1'dck.Technucs. Celestion. B&W.Tannoy. Morel Thorens and

ape. Also stock a wide range of accessories. usual credit
es. A BADA dealer.

TOWSOUNDS audio consultants, Stone Farm, Borough
ne. Great Finborough. Stowmarket, Tel: 01449 675060. We
offer genune impartial advice and demonstravons of quality
audio equipment. racks and accessorics. Demonstration by
ment here or in your own home. Some ex-demo and
srcind-hand equipment. Phone for a consultanon. demonstra-
tion, or price lists and product information.

SURREY

bSLITY 9 High StreetHampton Wick. Kingston upon
Thames. Surrey. KT1 4DA. Tel. 0181 943 3530, Stockists of:
Arcam, Creek, Epos. Linn. Meridian. Naim Audio, Nautilus 800,
Neat, Rega. Rotel. Royd. Shahintan, Stax, Yamaha. Open Tues -
Saturday. 10.30am - 7.00pm.

LDINGS HI-FI 352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd.. Croydon,
Surrey, CRO 7AT. 0181 654 1231:2040. 3 dem rooms and home
dem. Free installation ‘credit. Mertdian. Linn, Naim. Quad, Arcam,
wudiolab, Misston, Denon, Tannoy, Marantz, Ruark. Mon-Sat 9-6,
5 9-8.. Service dept. (3 Dem rooms incl.A.V. 0% credit).

T SOUND & VISION 35 High Street. New
iden. Surrey. Tel (0481) 942 9567 or Fax. (0181) 336
0820. Six superb dem rooms. Interest frec credit on all
leading brands * Aiso Open Sundays 10 - 4.00pm.

BUSLEX (FAST)

DAMS & JARRETT For the best Audio Visul Specialist with
friendly helpful staff phone or visit us at 6-18 Norman Road St.
~ Leonards-on-sea. East Sussex. Tel. 01424 437165/432398.
~ Meridan, Kef, Ruark, JBL. Marantz, NAD. Dali, Jamo. Onkyo. Rel.
" Target. Techmics. Yamaha, Kenwood, Musical Fidelity. Dynaudio,
unbiased Denon, Tannoy. B&W, Rotel, Thorens. Interest free credit avail-
aclities.  able subject to status.Visa, Mastercard.

* THE POWERPLANT ‘“Brighton’s Leading Hifi Shop”. 66
Upper North Strect, Brighton, Tel. 01273 775978. Fax. 01273
1748419. emall@powerplant.co.uk. Open 10am-6pm Tues-Sat.
Comfortable listening rooms, Experienced and friendly staff.
ATC, Arcam, B&W, Cyrus, Rega. Linn, Pro-Ac. Tag Mclaren. and
much more.

a Specta
. Leonards-on-Sea,
Ockist of quality equipment
ridian, KEF Ruark, Marantz,
kyo. Rel, Traget, Cable Talk,
Air conditioned listening
AT

WARWICKSHRE

LEAMINGTON HI-FI CO 23a Regent Street,
Leamington Spa. Warks, CV32 SE). Tel: 01926 888644
Fax: 01926 887486 E-mail: thehi-
ficompany @dial.pipex.com. Web: http://www.hi-
ficompany.couk Arcam - Quad - Marantz - Denon -
Pioncer - Yamaha - NAD - Mission - KEF - Celestion -
Atacama - Techmies - TDL - REL - Ixos Single speaker
em room. Permanent Dolby Digital Demonstration
with, rear profection televisions + DVD laserdisc hard-
wz;j and software in abundance. Part exchange and
~ credit available - subject to status.

il Ban| . eiford,

SOUNDS EXPENSIVE |2 Regent St. Rugby, Warwks CV21
20QF Tel: 01788  S40772. Agents for: Arcam, Audiolab. B&O,
Castle, Celestion, Denon, Dual. Kef, Mission, Marantz. Merdan,
Pioneer, Quad. Rotel. Sony. Tannoy, Yamaha & many more. 2 year
warranty on all hi-fi separates, 2 Demonstration rooms. Home
0 "Triais, All Major Credit Cards Accepted. Mail Order Welcome.
) Ring Now For Kcenest Prices. Open Monday - Saturday 9-5.30.
Closed Wednesday. If We Haven't Got It It's Probably Not Worth
Having.

ichael Street. Shrewsbury, Shrops.

065. Stockists of Musical Fidelity,
enwood. Poneer, Rotel. Denon. B&W.
oducts available. Open 9.30 - 5.30pm Mon-

¢ gT
SOUTH WEST A
specialis

British and Eusopeal
enstration:

STRATFORD HI-FI 102 Chapel Street. Stratford upon Avon,
Warwicksture. Tel: {01789) 414533. Arcam. B&W, Bose. Cyrus,
Denon, KEF. Marantz, Micromega. Mission. Monitor, Audio, NAD,
Panasonic, Onkyo, Pioneer. Rotel. Sony, Technics, Yamaha.
Demonstraton room. Service facilives. Mail order. Interest free
credit. Open 9.30-5.30 Monday to Saturday all major credit
cards.

WEST MIDLANDS

MUSIC MATTERS

Birmingham - 363, Hagley Road. Edgbaston, BI7 8DL. Tel. 0121
4292811,

Solthull - 93-95. Hobs Moat Road. B92 8JL.Tel. 0121 342 0254.
Stourbridge - 9. Market Street D48 1AB.Tel. 01384 444184.
Sutton Coldfield - 10, Boldmere Road. B73 STD. Tel. 0121 354
2311,

Arcam. Alchemist. Apollo. Audioquest. Audio Research B&W,
Cable Talk. Castle, Celesuon, Chord. Copland. Cyrus, Denon,
DPA, |BL. Kef. Krell. Marantz, Marun Logan. Meridian. Musical
Fidelity, Panasonic. Pioneer, REL. Rotel. Ruark. SME. Sennhesser.
Sonus Faber,Tag McLaren, Teac, Theta, Yamaha etc. Classical CD's
available at Birmingham only. Demonstration rooms. service and
nstallation. BADA member. VISA / MASTERCARD , AMEX /
SWITCH. Open:- 10-5.30 Tuesday to Saturday. Late night Thursday
uli 7.00 {not Stourbridge).

FRANK HARVEY HI FI EXCELLENCE 163 Spon Street,
Coventry, CVI 3BB. Tel: 01203 525200, Web Site:
hutp://www.frankharvey.co.uk. Much more in storc on 3
floors with 3 dedicated Hi-Fi demonstration rooms of
the very best Hi-Fi. Plus our new Home Cinema Room.
Appts Req. Open 9.30 to 5.30, Monday to Saturday.
Authorised agencics include: Acoustic Energy, Atacama,
Arcam, Audic Quest, Bang & Olufsen. B&W. Castle.
Cable Talk, Celestion. Chord. Cyrus. Defimtive
Technology, Denon, KEF Marantz. Meridian. Monitor
Audio, Miller & Kraisel, Mission. Michell Gyrodek.
Musical Fidelity,. NAD, Opumum. Panasonic. Pioneer.
Quad, QED. REL. Rega. Rotel, Sennhciser, Sharp. Tag
McLaren, Target. Teac, Tannoy. Thorens, van den Hul,
Yamabha. Interest free credit and part exchange. Wide
screen TV, Projection and Multi room specialists.

SOUND ACADEMY For the Midlands. The Parade. Sutton
Coldfield.Tel. 0121 321 2445 & High Street. Bloxwich, Nr Walsall,
(sharing the ASDA shopping centre) Tel 01922 493499 Hosts 4
private studios plus a Home Theatre Cinema with Tube & LCD
Projectors. The best in hi-fi from Naim. Arcam. Audiolab, Chord,
Meridian, Monitor Audio and many more. So... if you've taken
ume to read this. please tet us make you welcome. Phone 0121
321 2445 for Sutton or 01922 493499 for Walsall. Callin and to
browse our exciung display of hi-fi and home cinema equipment.
Mail order avalable. interest free credit ST. Status. Open 6
days. 9am to $.30pm. Please call for late night. Expert Advice,
Cable Dressing and Installation

WILTEMINE

SALISBURY HI-FI LTD. IS Catherine Street. Salisbury.
Wiltshire SP{ 2DF.Tel (01722) 322169. Arcam, B&W. Celestion,
Denon. KEF. Kenwood. Marantz. Meridian, Micromega, NAD,
Ruark, Sony, Yamaha, 2 Dem rooms. Friendly. relaxed atmos-
phere. Professional advice. Home dem available Service depart-
ment, Free installavon. Home tral facilives. Access, Visa, Amex.
Interest free credit. Instant credit Open Mon-Sat 9-5 30

THE RIGHT NOTE - See under BATH & BRISTOL heading.
WORCESTERSHIRE

MAX - MIDLAND AUDIO X-CHANGE 181 Franche
Road, Kidderminster, Worcs. DY || SAD. Phone' 01562
822236 + Mobile: 0421 605966 - e-mail
Jjohn.roberts20@virgin.com
Analogue Hi-end speaialist - Open Monday to Saturday
9.30 to 6.00 - Part exchange always welcome * Evening
demos arranged by appointment * Service facihues *
Free delivery. Suppliers and installers of high quality
audio systems. including: Audio Note - Basis = BAT -
Densen = Dpa * Electrocompaniet » Mark Levinson -
Michell » Nagra = Pass * Primare = ProAc - Rega * Revel
= Roksan « SPM + Sugden - UKD * Unison Rescarch «
Wadia. Access, MasterCard.Visa and Switch.

YORKEMIRE (FAST)

THE AUDIO ROOM 38 St Augustines Gate. Hedon. Nr Hull
HU12 8EX Tel 01482 896166. Superb Ist floor showrooms and
demonstrations rooms are open. We are authorised agents for
Accurus, Alchemist, Atacama, Audiovector. B&W., Base. CR
Developments. Classe. Cable Talk. Chord Co.. Dali. Denon. Grado.
Helios. Jamo {concert only). Lavardin, Linn Products. Marantz.
Monrio. Musical Fidelity, NAD. Neat. Opera. Onkyo. Ortofon.
Pioncer, Pro-Ject. QED. Quad. Sonic Link, Sonneteer. Soundstyle.
Stands Unique. Talk Electronics and more. Open Mon-Sat 9am-
7pm. Credit facilwes. home demonstrations available Friendly,
unbased, personal service guaranteed.

ZEN AUDIO 3S George Street. Hull Tel. 01482 S87397
“Comfortable hstening rooms: Home dems: Personal. friendly
service; Free installations. Agencies include: Arcam. Audiolab.
Atacama, Audio Innovations. Audio Note. Audion. Alchemist.
B&W, Cable Talk, Chord CO, DPA. Densen. Denon. DNM. EAR,
Exposure, Fi-Rax. Harbeth. Heybrook. Impuise. KAR. KEF. Michell.
Micromega. Monitor Audio. Musical Technology, Myryad, NAD,
NAIM. Pioneer. REL, Rehdeko. Rotel. Royd. Ruark, Shearne Audio.
Stands Unique. Sugden. Spendor. Sonic Link. TEAC TDL. Tube
Technology. Vivanco and many others.
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YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)

THE HIFI STUDIOS DONCASTER Sunnyfields. Doncaster,
DNS 8SA.Tel: (01302) 781387 391193, Fax: (01302} 781387. HiFl,
HOME CINEMA AND MULTI-ROOOM EXPERTS Musical Fidelty,
TAG McLaren, Electrocompaniet. ProAc. Ruark, Castle, TEAC,
Unison Research, John Shearne, T & A, Impulse Horns, Momtor
Audio, Harbeth, Alchemist. Michell Turntables. Nottingham
Analogue Studios, Blueprint. Audio Analogue. Exposure, Living
Voice, Densen. Celestion {A Series only). Opera, Audio Physic,
Trichord Research, Nordost, Stands Unique, Stax Electrostatics,
Ortofon. Goldring. REL Subwoofers, Yamaha AV, Proceed Digital
Cinema. Viewing and demonstration by appointment. Home tri-
als and free installanon  Access'Visa and credit facilities. Phone
for more information.

10-8pm Tues - Fri, 10-6pm Sat. Closed Monday.

MOORGATE ACOUSTICS 8 Westigate Chambers,
Rotherham Tel: 01709 370666, 184 Fitzwilliam Street, Sheffield Tel:
01142 756048 - Audio Alchemy.Atacama, Arcam, Audio Lab.Audio
Quest.Beyer. Bose, Canon, Castle, Cyrus. Celestion, Denon, Jamo,
John Shearn {Ampiifiers), Linn, Marantz. Mission. REL (Sub
Woofers), Rogers (Speakers & Amplifiers), Royd. Sennheiser.
Spendor. Tannoy D', TDL.. Technics, Yamaha. Demo rooms (6).
Home Cinema, Access, Visa, Switch, Interest free credit {details
avallable upon request). up to 5 years guarantee.

SOUNDWAVE AUDIO 22 Lord Mayor's Walk York YO3 7THA.
Tel. 01904 646309. Hi-F1i sales incl. NAD. Onkyo, Dali, Cerwin
Vega, Teac, Kenwood, Ortofon, Alchemist, Jamo and many others.
In-house workshops for repairs and sveg. on all makes. Dem-
room inck. Home Cinema. No pushy sales staff!! Just good equip-
ment and a friendly atmosphere.

SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate, York Y03
7EQ.Tel (01904) 627108. Carefully chosen Hi-Fi and AV equip-
ment includes Arcam, B&W, Denon, Linn, M&K subwoofers, Naim,
Rega. Rotel. Royd. etc 3 dem rooms wncl. Home Cinema and
Mulu-room facilities. Service Department. Home installations.
Instant Credit and major credit cards . Closed Mondays. Phone
for chat and more details.

YORKSHIRE (WEST)

HUDDERSFIELD HI-Fi CENTRE 4 Cross Church 5t
Huddersfieid. (01484} 544668. B&W, Cyrus, Kenwood. Denon,
Rotel Arcam, Musical Fidelity, Quad. Audio Lab. Marantz, Mission,
ect Dem faclities - appointment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Thurs 9-
8. Closed Wed. Free installation. credit facilities. Access, Visa

PREMIER AUDIO Wakefield (01924) 255045. A brand new
company offering a range of exciung Audiophile products care-
fully selected and professionally demonstrated. Equipment
includes Audio Synthesis, Chord Company, Classe, cable Talk,
DPA. EAD. Exposure. Harbeth, Kora. Mirage, Myryad.Orelle,
Trichord and many others. demonstration facilites, Home
demonstrations & Free installation. Part Exchange & used equip-
ment Available. telephone for details and opening offers

e sSCOTLAND -——-

CENTRAL

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52 Gordon Strect
Glasgow 0141 248 2840 Rose St Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, |
Haddington Place, Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd
Falkirk 01324 629011 Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes. Meridian,
etc Most major Brands stocked Free five year guarantee on al
loudspeakers, keen prices.

JAMES KERR & Co.. 145 Bath St. Glasgow 0141 226 5711
Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist, now at new larger
premises.

LOTHIAN

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52 Gordon Street
Glasgow 0141 248 2840 Rose St Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, |
Haddington Place. Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd
Fallark 01324 62901 . Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes, Mer dian.
etc Most major Brands stocked. Free five year guarantee on all
loudspeakers, keen prices.

JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St. Glasgow 0141 226 57!1.
Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist, now at new larger
premises

MUSIC MILL 72 Newhaven Road, Edinburgh EH6 5QG. Tel:
0131 555 3963 Fax: 0131 555 3964. Audio Research, Copland.
Naim Audio, Krell, Roksan. Rotel, DNM, Marantz. AVI, Martn
Logan, Pro-Ac. Wilson Audio, Wilson Benesch Theta Digital,
Transparant Audio. Alchemist.Quadraspire, Stands Unique.
Listening Rooms, Free Parking, Full Workshop, Delivery and
Installation. Open Mon-Sat 10-6.00 pm. Please phone for a map
or contact Raoul, John, Mark or Mike.

GRAMPIAN

HOLBURN HI-Fl 441 Holburn Street, Aberdeen. Tel: 01224
585713. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Celestion, Denon, Dual, Epos,
Heybrook. ION, Kenwood. Creck, Marantz, Meridian, Mission,
Cyrus, M.S.. NAD. Nakamich., Pioneer, QED, Quad. Revox Rote .
Ruark, Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale, Yamaha. 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat.

STRATHCLYDE

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52 Gordon Street
Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, |
Haddington Place, Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wyna,
Falkirk 01324 62901 1. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes, Meridian,
etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five year guarantee on al
loudspeakers, keen prices.
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KEVIN GALLOWAY AUDIO,, Audio Physic. Accuphase.
Audion, Basis, DCS, JM Lab. Pink Triangle, Electrocompaniet.
Sugden, Nagra. Tara Labs. Nauonwide delivery and instalation.
Demonstration by appointment. Tel: 01563 574185. Fax: 01563
573207.

JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St. Glasgow 0141 226 5711
Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist, now at new large
premises

LOUD & CLEAR 520 St Vincent Street. Finmieston, Glasgow
G3 8XZ.Tel:(0141) 221 0221 or wisit us at www.loud-clear.co.uk.
Glasgows's finest and friendliest Hi-Fr store, combining knowl-
edgeable advice wth specially selected products and the best of
service. Three comfortable demonstration rooms. full service and
installation facihties, interest free credit on selected products.
Product lines include Naim Audio, Exposure, Alchemist, Rega, Tag
Mclaren, Musical Fidelity, Marantz, Denon, Rotel Acoustic Energy.
KEF. KEF Reference, Monitor Audio. Tannoy, ProAc, VdH. Chord
Co.,DNM,Ash Design, Stands Unique. Open Tues-Sat 10am-6pm,
Thurs till 7pm. Complimentary parking at PC World, Finnieston
Street.

STEREO STEREO 278 St Vincent Street. Glasgow. Tel: 0141

248 4079 E mad Stereo @ cix. compulink.co.uk We will supply
the most musical sound for your budget and f you take the ume
to wisit us we will take the ume to return the compliment with
free installation of your chosen equipment. Open 10-6.00pm
closed Sunday, Tuesday Instalfation Nation-wide Interest free
credit available.

AUDIO NOTE SALON Fve dem rooms in Glasgow:s peace-
ful west-end: free parking, relaxed atmosphere, sertous equip-
ment. Unique n the north, we specialise in Audio Note (entry
level to Ongaku}). Bow Tech and Mark Levinson, speakers include
ProAc and Zingah. Large second-hand stock and cost-effective
cables. Established 1979 as the original Music Room, we invent-
ed the dem room, matching, and consultancy rather than selling
hyped gear. We save you a lot of disappointment. Sce our full
page and half-page ads in this 1ssue.Visit us online, HYPERLINK
http:/iwww.audioshource.co.uk www.audiosource.co uk .
Phone or fax for advice, info sheets, lists, or appointment.
Fax:0141-339 9762,

E-mal  HYPERLINK mailto:jack@audiosource.co.uk
jack@audiosource.co.uk . Phone 0141-357 5700.

————WALES——

NORTH WALES

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd.. Chester CH2 3NH Tel: 01244
344227, See our main ad under Cheshire.

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road, Wrexham, North
Wales, Tel .01978 364500. See our main ad under Cheshire.

GLAMORGAN (SOUTH)

SOUND DR. JULES SWANSEA, 01792280 061. Call now for
price list. UK or overscas. Hi end new and pre-owned hi-fi at an
affordable price. Home trial prior to purchase. Relable courier
service and repair service. Friendly and enthusiastic advice, day
or evening seven days a week. A service to suit you.

== RELAN D

AUDIO AUDIO HIFISPECIALISTS 15 Mansfieild Heights,
Portglenone, Co Antrim. N. Ireland BT44 )R Telephone 01266
822128 Fax 01266 822128. Products include Totem. Sugden,
Denon, Ortofon, Project, Alchemist, QED, Chord Co.. Arcam,
Quadraspire. Audioquest, Rega, Soundstyle, Apollo, Grado, Ixos,
Sonace, Optimum,Acoustic Energy, Tangent. Mighty Mighty, Sound
Orgamsation, Jamo. Free installation. Please ask about our FREE
customer care package.

CLONEY AUDIO 55 Main Street. Blackrock. Dublin,
Tel.2889449 2888477 Fax 2834887.Products include: Arcam.
Classe, Philips, B&W, Naim Audio, Meridian and others Open
Tues Sat 10am-6pm. Thurs Fri‘ull $om Closed Mondays

DUBLINN HI-FI 38 Aungier Street. Dublin 2. Tel: {00 353) |
4785205. Fax: {00 353) 14785219. We all have two ears and one
mouth - use them accordingly. We only stock the best products,
based on performance and reliability - not reviews or sales pat-
ter. Call Mark or drop in for a listen. Three single speaker demo
rooms. Free delivery and installacon. Full service department.
Open Mon-Fri 10-7. Sat 10-6

e MORTHEAN RELAND—

KRONOS HI-Fl 7 Scotch Street Centre, Dungannon, BT70
1AR. Tel: (01868) 753606. Fax: 753006. Email: David@KronosHi-
Fi.demon.co.uk, website http://www.Kronos Hi-Fi.demon.co.uk
We have one of the largest ranges of qualityHi-Fi i Ireland. Our
agencies include Absolute Sounds, Apogee, Audion, Audiomeca,
Blueprint, BOW Technology. Cadence. Copeland. Denson.
Frameworks, Harman Kardon, Helios, |BL. Kelly, Kimber, Klipsch,
Living Voice. Lyra, LFD. Marantz. Michell, MIT, Musical Fidelicy,
Nottingham Analogue, Oracle, Orefle, QLN, Rogers, Roksan,
Rotel, Ruark, Silver Sounds, SME. Triangle, Trichord, Unison, UKD,
Wilson Benesch,YBA and much more. Demo rooms for Hi-Fi and
A.V. Free instailation, home demos and home trial. Access and
Visa. Credit including nstant and interest free. Multi-Room spe-
cialists. Open Mon-Fri 9.30-5.30. Closed Wed. Sat 10-5. We are
also open any evening by appointment.

'SILVERNOTE PO Box 158, Che

"ompt persond

9 §DF.9am-5.30pm Mon-Sat. Internet site http:/iwww.d
music.co.uk. Phonefax 01633 259661 = 256261. E
sales@diverse-music.clx co.uk. Catalogues avallable. Ma
Visa, Amex, Switch, |CB.. New and forthcoming
Note 180gm LPs - re-issued on |4th April (ve
large current and back catalogue stock selectiog
LP, additional LPs 50p each (max £3.50) Ple
more detalls and catalogues.

wanted.Vintage and Modern Equi
Steve on 01992 62090S.

VINYL DEMAND S5tocki
and the widest range of
prices. Living Stereo, ¥
Analogue, Testament, MG
accessories. Phone 014
orders or catalogue!

VIVANTE -
4DB.Te: 0181 9
largest importer and
vinyl 1s now operating a matl ordeFservice specialising
classical reissues. Labels include Decca. London,
Gramaphon. Archiv, EMI, Telefunken, Testament, Verve, MP
Milestone, Fantasy, Pablo and more. Extensive catalogue available.
Access Visa accepted.

. Hampton Wick,
977 4445 One g

WOODSTOCK RECORDS.The regions largest new and used
vinyl specialist catering for all musical tastes - classical; jazz &
blues: rock: sixues: indie: funk: soul: reggae: soundtracks; disco.
deep house: hip hop: drum & bass: breakbeat: cle a
much much more. Plus extensive 7" section and a wide ral
accessories.  Internet site coming soon! Shop details:
Heritage Close, St.Albans, Herts AL3 4EB Tel Fax 01727 846 94
E-Mail: woodstockrecords@LineOne.net
Shop hours:Mon 10.30-6.30 Sat 9.30-5.30.

Y INTAGE ——

AUDIO CLASSICS. 1820 Chapel Green Road H
WN2 3LL.Tel 01942 257525. Fax: 01942 207089.
476574. Hi-Fi bought, sold, repaired and renovated!
and vintage specialists. Please see our main ad {look u
index to find) for further information.

e EX DEMOMSTRATIOM

AFFORDABLE AUDIO. (Northampton}
Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists. 168 Wellingbo
Northampton, NNI 4DU. Tel: { 01604} 231261/8
(0370) 877893 Urgently required: compact disc
separates, especially Linn products
Electronics, Musical Fidehty. Q
British American. Cash waiy
stock lots of audio accessg
recorders, DAT players.
15 sold with warrantie,
anytime for stock ug



A supremely elegant, neat and
complete, CD music system combining
power, performance and style.

a classik by Linn

~

LINN

the only sound®

Linn is available from the very best hi-fi retailers and
Linn at Harrods. For further information simply see our
website on www.linn.co.uk or call 0500 888909
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WORLD CLASS HIGH FIDELITY
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ADVANTAGE ‘Simply irresistable’
THE UsA IS
PASS LABS ‘The king of Class A amplification’.
HALES DESIGN GROUP ‘Redefining the concept’
BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGY

*Value and solid state at its best’,  +urn > L]
THE UK %is

MUSICAL FIDELITY

‘When music matters most’

BE A WINNER
AUDIO AGENCIES
ADVANTAGE
APOLLO
ARGENTO

ATACAMA

AUDIO ANALOGUE

AUDIO QUEST

AUDIO VECTOR
AVI|
BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGY
CAT
CHORD
COPULARE
CREEK
EGGLESTION WORKS
HALES

HOVLAND

JAMO

LUMLEY

MAGNUM DYNALAB

MIT, MUSICAL FIDELITY, MUSICAL TECHNOLOGY,

NAD, NEAT, OPERA, ORCHID, ORTOFON, PASS LABS, PROCEED,
PROJECT, PROMENADE, PURESONIC, REFERENCE 3A, SME,
SOUNDSTYLE, SUPRA, WILSON BENESCH, TARGET AUDIO, TEAC,
UNISION RESEARCH, WISDOM

Zouch Qudio Ltd

The Old Coach House, off South Street,
Ashby de la Zouch, Leicestershire LE65 1AN
TELEPHONE 01530 414128
Mobile 0976 571875
http://www.adyx.co.uk/ashby
email:zaudio@ashb.adyx.co.uk

HIFI WORLD
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Buying Guide

Our comprehensive new guide contains over
1000 hi-fi components, all tried and tested by
Hi-Fi World’s listening team. Backing up each
one is ourperormance verdict to help you
h eGLUPOrade or lirst purchase.
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buying guide

Loudspeakers £ Year Verdict

0 an easonably neutral but ultimately lacklustre. Control of treble and mid-range poor.
£240 Dec 97 Partner the Opals with warm ancillaries and you get an involving sound. Avoid bright amps and sources.
£230 Aug 98 Energetic, bold and highly detailed, the Aura is one to consider for the budget-conscious.
£299 Oct98 Like Aura’s matching stand mounters, the 627Ms are lucid and controlled. Treble is brightish.
£200 Jan 96 Unrestricted and clean sound with satisfying musicality. An engaging subtiety not common at the price.
£130 Apr 96 Clear open and detailed sound but balance too forward and weak bass.
£250 Nov96 Excel with taut hard-hitting bass with dynamic and uncoloured midrange. Metal dome tweeter bleaches out the treble.
£150 Sep98 With simple music, the CR6s work well, but not quite as well as the best of the competition.
£230 Jan 96 A lively little animal, well worth the money.
£119 Feb 98 The 12is’ powerful, confident sound belies a rather poor measured performance.
£200 Jan96 Big presentation but a rather distant quality. Could sound boomy and confined.
£299 Nov 96 Sterling performance in the bass with speed and control. Good midrange projection.
£299 Feb 99 Quality construction and sound marry to produce a very capable 'speaker. Open treble and firm bass for the size.
£150 Jan98 A lot of loudspeaker for the money. Punch and slam in the bass but sometimes thin in the treble.
£240 Nov 96 Although bright, the Symphony 6s score for clarity and power. Bass is fast and accurate.
£140 Feb97 Smooth, balanced performers that do a good job on any genre. Free from the nasties that aftlict manyat the price.
£50 Apr 97  Not the last word in midrange or bass clarity, but gives real hi-fi results for a paltry £50.
£170 Nov 95 For their size and price they ofter some super qualities, especially stable imaging.
£270 Jun 98 A mini monitor with more precision and dynamism than the size and price tag would suggest.
£259 Oct 98 Capable all-rounders, the Optimas combine smoothness, insight and control to great eftect.
£269 Nov 96 Excellent Imaging with clear treble and midrange. Bass slightly dry and boxy but would suit a smaller room.
£200 Oct98 In spite of a few colorations, the Jamos are fine examples of budget active operation.
£130 Jan98  With greater transparency and a bit more get-up-and-go, the 510s could be leaders of the budget pack.
£200 May 96 The 60S is open and detailed but coloured too.
£129 Apr95 Rhythmic push and tuneful bass are the plus points of these small standmounts.
£200 Jan96 Breezy presence, good dynamics and a sense of fullness. Not the utmost in clarity, some box colouration.
£299 Jul 96 Strong bass can get out of control, as can treble. This tends to overpower the midrange.
£199 Feb97 Impressive bass and a sweet clarity make the Q15s 'speakers that'll put a smite on any audiophile’s face.
£129 Jul98 The LS90UKs have dry bass and limited tonal colour, but staging and imaging are superb.
£298 Apr96  Well-behaved and with a decent tonal quality.
£130 May 98 The 700s are easily outclassed by Mission’s own superb 731 Pros at a £10 premium.
£129 Apr95  Aninitially impressive, upfront sound but ultimately a littie uninvolving.
£139  Jul 97 Music makers with a clean,punchy sound. Real value for money.
£130 Nov 96 Mission’s babies are a truly worthwhile improvement on the original 731s.
£150 Nov 95 Excellient sound puts the competitors in the shade. Well built and pretty toot
£200 Aug 97 If you've got £200 with loudspeaker’ written on it, then the 732i should be on you're shopping list.
£170 Jul98  Superb stand mounters of real refinement and musicallty. A touch bass light.
£230 Apr99 Civilised standmounters which lack nothing in control, finesse or transparency.
£200 May 99 A novel multi-media two-satellites-and-sub which nevertheless demands to be taken quite seriously.
£200 Jan96 Very tight bass and an all-round big sound. Some sharpness in the treble but assertive and clear.
' €100  Jun 97 Impressive bass with midrange clarity are pluses. Prominent treble stops the 801 from challenging the best.
£230 Aug97 The Paradigms have a generally enjoyable sound but treble is sharp and midrange recessed.
£270 Jun 96 Solid bottom end will drive a large room well, but they’re a bit bright too.
£99 Jul 95 Engineering is not tip-top, but with a smooth system they will produce a clear and open, if bright, sound.
£200 Jan96 Rather small sound for a big cabinet. Absence of deep bass hard to forgive.
£149 Feb 96 Clear, bright and open but with weak bass. Best used close to or against a wall.
£250 Nov 96 Detailed and clear with a forward midrange. Could be a little rough on vocals; bass extension is limited.
£299 Aug 96 Excellent all-rounder that provides a real open window into almost every genre of music.
£200 Nov 97 The Tangents’ bass has attractive speed and impact, matched with smooth treble and open midband.
£60 Jul 96 Good imaging as well as control. Tweets a bit too much but more than fine for the money.
£120 Jun 98 The best at the price and capable of embarrassing many more expensive 'speakers.
£140 May 97 For £140, you get a 'speaker with transparency and enjoyability unmatched at the price.
£240 Nov 97 Even overall balance and taut secure bass, if not the deepest ever. Slightly lightweight and uninvolving.
£199 Nov 98  Worth an audition it you need to balance a bright source and amp, but treble lacks clarity.
£120 May 97 Bright treble Is partially balanced by taut, well integrated bass, but outclassed by the competition.
£60 Apr 97 Clean, incisive, detailed and revealing, especially in the bass.
£180 Mar 99 Great value introduction to active. The sound Is deep and powerful but could be a little coloured for some.
£150 Jul 96 Can work well if partnered to give weighty bass and smooth treble.

Prices shown
are those at the
time of review

Aura LST 627.

Blue Room Mini
Pod.

Tuneful and confident, these 'speakers are well suited to Pop and Dance music.
£350 Mar97  All the ingredients for listening fun are mixed into the DM305. Overall presentation could be more cohesive though.

£600 Mar 95 Good-looking solid 'speakers with great spirit and tenacity but with a dry treble. Not tans of classical music.
£400 Jan 97  Arresting style allied to an engaging sound makes the Minipods attractive. Best with smooth amps and source.
£585 Dec 98 Acoustic music gels nicely. More artificial pieces sometimes don’t work so well.

£699 Dec 96 Taut, dry bass and lucid midrange but need matching to warm ancilliaries to avoid sounding bright.

Total customer care Total peace of mind

1. Expert, impartial advice on all aspects of 1. A 10-day purchase exchange programme
audio & video, given by trained staff (returns as new & excluding special orders)
2. Products specially selected for quality, 2. BADA:Ss Free extended 2-year Guarantee
performance and value on all new hi-fi and home cinema separates
3. Personal demonstrations - 3. The option to transfer the Guarantee to
Listen before you buy! any one of 120 BADA members nationwide
4. A home delivery and installation option - 4. Deposits safeguarded by the BADA
for optimum performance Bonding Scheme
/ BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION

BRIMISH AUDIO DEALERS Associanon  Fax: 0171 359 7620 E-mail: bada1@compuserve.com
the symbol of security  For turther information please see our web site: http:, www.bada.co.uk or ring for our information pack

j> DA P.O. Box 229 London N1 7UU Phone: 0171 226 4044

BADA acknowledges the support of the tollowing Assxiate Members. Alphason The Chord Company: Dolby Labs_Heybmok Jamo, KEF Kenwood Mendian NAD Proneer Polk Sennhesser Sony Vivanco
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_buying guide

Loudspeakers £ Year Verdict
99 ug 96 Bass power and extension will Impress but overall sound is uneven and rather sterile.
£450 Mar98 The Kendals have great clarity but need coupling to warm anciltaries.
£579 Jul 98 Apart from some hardness in the tweeters, the Severn 2s are accomplished all-rounders.
£399 May 95 Music makers through and through with a great feel for rhythm and dynamics.
£549 Apr99 The Lynxes are superbly built but their rising bass and treble suit home cinema more than hi-fi.
£700 Feb 96 A powerful and rich sound from these competitively priced floorstanders makes them worth a recommendation.
£495 Oct96 Strong, punchy bass allied to detalled and articulate midrange and treble.
£339 Mar 97 The Heylios stand out for their bass depth, dynamics and sound staging. Overall balance prefers Classical to Rock.
£389 Oct95 Posses a neutral, fast and dry sound. A good match for soft sounding systems.
£300 Apr95 Delicate, detailed sound, abeit with rather imprecise imaging. Will work well on a bookshelf.
£300 Nov97 The 910s aren't perfect but they make music fun. Quality, power and extension, the Milleniums are worth a listen.
€395 Oct98  Once allied to warm electronics, the Ruby 2s mix insight with plenty of involvement.
£599  Jul 95 Partnered with the Rogers AB1, this is a substantial marriage.
£350 MNov 97 Very accomplished midrange and treble but the dry in the bass. For Rock fans the upper bass speed is appealing.
£499 Aug 97 The Q55s look rather expensive at £500 with their ‘boom and tizz' presentation. JPW Ruby 2.
£499 Oct97 The RDM1s soundstage well thanks to their Uni-Q drivers. Can be uninvolving because of a lack of scale and impact.
£389 Dec 95 Highly musical standmounters that give similarly priced floorstanders a great deal to worry about.
£750 May 95 Very polite and many will appreciate their civility. Deep, powerful bass.
£300 Apr95 Captivating floorstanders that bring music to life - what good hi-fi should do.
£430 Sep 95 Engineered for low price and showroom appeal rather than absolute sound quality.
£350 Apr97 Charming little stand-mounters with a sweet, warm, musical sound.
£578 Jan 97  Dynamic, punchy, and musical yet refined like few at the price. Bass lacks a little depth.
£500 Feb99  With the right ancilliaries, the 774s have a clarity and lack of colouration stifl rare at the price.
£300 Nov96 Sweet sounding metal dome tweeter although the dry bass and rather plasticky midrange work against it.
£474 Jan 99 Sophisticated, neutral sound and fine musicality put the PM15s near the head of the class.
€500 Jan 96 A thin and hard sound but precise with it!
£445 Jan 99 Deserving 'speakers with good looks and build. Can fall to shine with over-polite equipment.
£389 Aug 95 Very crisp sounding ‘'speakers best suited to smaller rooms.
£495 Feb99 The Primas offer a taste of the high-end at a sensible price. They are more tans of Classical than Rock though.
£329 Oct95  Good value floorstanders with clean enjoyable sound - not quite supersonic, though.
£500 Jul 97 The PSW150 adds depth to a system but can sound obvious at times.
£600 Aug98 Amp-sensitive and slightly boxy in the lower treble, the ProAcs are stiil highly musical.
£350 May 96 Needs care in setting up but this subwoofer offers serious quality bass for not a lot of money.
£500 Apr98  Another capable sub from REL that boosts bass and improves sound staging.
£499 Jul95  When used with the Kef LS3/5a this sub delivers the goods, beyond a doubt.
£595 Feb 97 Musically involving ‘'speakers that many will enjoy, but a littie unrefined at times.
£329 Apr96 Good at orchestral scale but coloured in the midband.
£799 Oct 97 The Absolute 4Ps excel in alt areas except for the rather bright, hard treble. Bass is exceptional.
£599 Jun96 Smooth, focussed and coherent in their delivery with deep and taut bass extension. Not the most spacious sound.
£400 Feb96 Dry and clean sound, but can become hard and confused when pushed.
€300 May 98 Though very even in their performance, the P10s lack ultimate clarity and punch. Soundcraft
£300 Nov96 Weighty bass and rhythmic detail work well on dance. Less satistying with classical music. Firm imaging. Absolute 4P.
£650 Feb 95 Easy going with plenty of detail and timbral richness. Better with classical fare. .
£550 Jan97 Midrange and treble have good tonal colour, detail and speed. Bass is slow and blurred.
£350 Nov 95 A great sound with soild bass from a compact and well priced ‘speaker.
£450 May 96 Clean, dry and taut with good imaging and sound staging. More neutral than Mission’s 752s but less euphonic.
£475 Jan 95 Quite pleasant, inoffensive sound but others costing less can offer more.
€300 Oct95 Good for adding scale and power to a weak system or budget separates.

Big, bulky and ultra-sensitive with quick pace and a well balanced sound, but not without flaws.

£1479 Aug 98 The M1 Sigs may be a little laid-back, but they have a pleasant and involving sound.

£1499 Jun98 The M2s are marred by a boom 'n’ tizz presentation that suits Heavy Metal but not much else.

£999 Feb98 With warm ancillaries the CDM7s produce a weighty, open sound. Bass could be faster.

£1099 Mar 96 Fantastically deep and tight bass but some treble sharpness requires careful matching.

£1499 Jun 98 Focus is not a strength, but bass extension and even tonality are. Metal tweeter can be bright.

£1199 Dec 95 Musical realism and a great real-wood finish make these ‘speakers enjoyable. if not perfect.

£€1250 May 99 Small cabinet precludes the deepest bass, but a sweet little act for all that. Seriously imaging abilities.

£1185 Jun 98  Aside from a slightly cool balance, the ES22s shine. Dynamics, bass depth and control are tops.

£829 Sep 98 Warm, detailed and well-endowed in the bass, the Events lack only a touch of overall control.

£849 Sep98 Now HHB's Circle Actives, these loudspeakers mix the best of pro and domestic to produce first-class resuits. . 1
£1329 Jun 96 Dry and analytical but truthful with it. A first class monitor ideally suited to acoustic or classical music. Pl'lceS shown

£975 Dec 96 Ciean, musical and classy - Harbeth have done themselves proud again!

£895 Jan97  The Torinos' stylish sound won't shame any system. That powerful bass does need space to breathe properly though. are those at the
£995 May 95 Beautifully fluid and integrated mid band and treble but can be slow, with a little loss of bass control. time Of review

£1499 Jan 95  Handles rock and classical with equat aplomb, with the ability to reproduce detail that flummoxes many others. l

BEFORE YOU INVEST
IN HI-F
MAY WE SUGGEST
YOU INVEST

IN ONE OF THESE?

HI-FI WORLD

At Arcam we believe that buying almost any other manufacturer.
hi-fi is a serious business. Before  To find out why, complete the Please send me independent
splashing out, we believe that you  coupon opposite and tell us which reviews of: (please tick box)
should sit back and consider just products y.ou're considering. We'lt Arcam Amplifiers Q
what you expect for your money. send you independent reviews of
Quality of sound, reliability, value suitable Arcam equipment. (We'll Arcam CD players & DACs 9
for money, technical excellence  give you our own views by Arcam Tuners a
...these are standards by which including a colour brochure with Arcam Home Cinema Q
Arcam hi-fi is judged...and is  details of our whole range). AudioQuest cables )
found to excel. But neither we nor the critics

But don't just take our word for are the final judges. You are. Title First Name
it. A glance through any hi-fi So we'll also send you a list of Simame
magazine will reveal that our dealers where you can sample the
efforts are applauded more than Arcam experience for yourself. Address

Simply complete the coupon and post it to: Postcode

Arcam, Pembroke Avenue, Waterbeach, Cambridge CBS 98P. Or telephone: (01223) 203203 STANEREENG
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WHERE THE MUS MATTERS

AUDIO T & AUDIO EXCELLENCE -

probably the two best specialist retailers of hi-fi and home
cinema equipment - give independent advice, excellent
deals and a level of after sales service that keeps
customers

returning year

after year.

We select products
which offer high
quality performance
and value for
money whatever
your budget. We
back this up with
staff who have the
knowledge that only
comes from being
genuine enthusiasts.
We are not just the
same as other
dealers, so why not
test our claims for
yourselves soon at

a town near you.

Ask for your free copy of MUSIC AT
HOME The Ultimate Guide 1999

‘D FREEPHONE 0500 101501

8am - 10pm 7 days a week (UK only. Please quote HFW2)
Or return the FREEPOST coupon below

HIF| SYSTEMS
HI-FI SEPARATES
AMPLIFIERS

CD PLAYERS

® 49 years of experience @ fully authorised dealers

e full demonstration facilities ® 10 day exchanges

e 30 day no penalty upgrades @ interest free option on
all sales over £250 (Subject to status. Written details on request)
@ 3 year guarantee on hi-fi separates

and systems ® home loans and home @/BADA

dems @ custom installation
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m Please send me my FREE copy of
8 MUSIC AT HOME - The Ultimate Guide 1999 (uk only)
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Music at Home HFW2, Freepost LV1747, Abingdon, OX14 4YQ g
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AT BASINGSTOKE
4 Feathers Lane

Tel: 01256 324311

Tues - Sat 9am - 5.30pm
Eve dems by appointment

AT BRENTWOOD
30 Crown Street
Tel: 01277 264730

Tues - Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm
Thurs eve open late until 8

AX BRISTOL
65 Park Street
Tel: 0117 926 4975

Tues - Sat 10am - 6pm
Thurs eve open late until 8

AT CAMBERLEY
173-175 London Road
Tel: 01276 685597

Tues - Satur 10am - 6pm
Thurs eve open late until 8

AX CARDIFF
134/136 Crwys Road
Tel: 01222 228565

Tues - Sat 9am - 5.30pm
Eve dems by appointment

AT CHELTENHAM
40/42 Albion Street
Tel: 01242 583960

Tues ~ Fri 9.30am - 6pm

Sat 9.30am -~ 5.30pm

Eve dems by appointment

AX CHESTER
88/90 Boughton

Tel: 01244 345576
Tuesday - Friday 10am - 6pm
Saturday 9am - Spm

Thurs eve open late until 8

AT ENFIELD
159a Chase Side
Tel: 0181 367 3132
Tues - Fri 9.30am - 6pm
Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm

Eve dems by appointment

AT EPSOM
15 Upper High Street
Tel: 01372 748888

Tues - Sat 10am - 6pm
Thurs eve open late until 8

AX EXETER
156 Sidwell Street
Tel: 01392 491194

Tues - Sat 9am - 5.30pm
Eve dems by appointment

All shops are closed on
Mondays.

audio T

Great Value Sound & Vision

AX GLOUCESTER
58 Bristol Road
Tel: 01452 300046

Tues - Sat 9am - 5.30pm
Eve dems by appointment

AT HIGH
WYCOMBE
30-32 Castle Street
Tel: 01494 558585

Tues - Sat 10am - 6pm
Thurs eve open late until 8

AT LONDON
WEST
HAMPSTEAD
190 West End Lane
Tel; 0171 794 7848

Tues - Sat 10am - 6pm
Thurs eve open late until 8

AT OXFORD

19 Old High Street,
Headington

Tel: 01865 765961

Tues - Sat 10am - 6pm
Thurs eve open late until 8

AX PRESTON
131 Friargate
Tel: 01772 253057

Tues - Sat 9am - 5.30pm
Eve dems by appointment

AT READING
4 Queens Walk,
Broad Street Mall
Tel: 0118 958 5463

Tues - Sat 9am - 5.30pm
Eve dems by appointment

AT SOUTHAMPTON
2-12 Hursley Road
Chandlers Ford

Tel: 01703 252827

Tues - Sat 9am - 5.30pm
Thurs eve open late until 8

AX SWANSEA

9 High Street

Tel: 01792 474608
Tues - Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm
Wed eve open late until 8

AT SWINDON
60 Fleet Street

Tel: 01793 538222

Tues - Sat 9.30am - 6pm
Thurs eve open late until 8

AX WORCESTER
Independence House
The Trinity

Tel: 01905 619059

Tues - Sat 9am - 5.30pm
Eve dems by appointment

For the very latest information
please check our web sites:

www.audio-t.co.uk

www.audio-excellence.co.uk

www. music-at-home.co.uk

PRICE PROMISE

You won't find better service.
You won't find better sound.

But if you find a better deal,
let us know and as long as we
can verify it we'll be happy

to match it.

MAIN BRANDS
STOCKED

ACOUSTIC
ENERGY
ALCHEMIST
ALPHASON
APOLLO
ARCAM
ATACAMA

AUDIO
TECHNICA

AUDIOPHILE
FURNITURE

AUDIOQUEST
AVI

B&W

CABLE TALK
CASTLE
CELESTION
CHORD

CHORD
ELECTRONICS
[a:{11¢

CYRUS
DENON
DENSEN
DYNAUDIO
DYNAVECTOR
EPOS
GOLDRING
GRADO
HEYBROOK
KEF

LINN

LOEWE
MARANTZ
MAXELL
MERIDIAN
MICHELL

MILLER
& KREISELL

MISSION

MIT

NAD

NAIM
NORDOST
ONKYO
ORTOFON
PANASONIC
PARTINGTON
PIONEER
PRIMARE
PROAC
PRO-JECT
QED

QUAD
QUADRASPIRE
REGA

REL

ROTEL
RUARK
SENNHEISER
SHAHINIAN
SONANCE
SONIC LINK
SOUND STYLE
STANDS UNIQUE
SYSTEMLINE
TAG MCLAREN
TALK
ELECTRONICS
TANNOY
TARGET

TDK

TEAC
TECHNICS
THORENS
VAN DEN HUL
YAMAHA

Not ail products
are stocked by
every shop so
plesse check
with your local
branch before
traveliing




Loudspeakers

Klipsch Heresy Il
KRK v8
Magnegpianer MGO0.6 SE
Magneplanar MG12'QR
Mirage 8901

Mission 754 F5
Mordaunt-Short 860
Musical Tech Falcon
NEAR Soundmast
Origin Live Sovereign
PT Ventricle

QLN Signature

REL Stadium 2
Roksan Ojan 3
Ruark Paladin
Spendor 2040
Spendor FL8
Tannoy D300

Totem Model 1 Sig.
UKD Callas Gold
UKD D vina

Audiovector 6

BKS 107 Mkit
Cadence ES
Carlsson 52.2
Celestion A3

Epos ES25
Harbets HLS8
Heybrook Octet
Jamo Concert 11
Jamo Concert 8
JBL S2600

Kef Reference 3
Kef Reference 4
Living Voice Auditorium
Proac Studio 150
Slate Audio Stormforce
Spendor SP7/1
Spendor SP8/1
Tannov AMS8
Tannoy DS00
Technics SB-M1000

Thomas Transducers Brio

Thomas Viruoso Gold

Iintegrated

Alchemist Maxim

AMC 3025

AMC 3050A

Arcary Alpha 5 plus
Arcam Alpha One

Aura VA80

Aura VAB0 SEx
Camtiridge A1 Mkill integ
Denon PMA 250SE
Denon PMA 425R
Denon PMA 450SE
Harmon Kardon HK610
Harmon Kardon HK620

Hi-F§ WORLD

£1150
£995

£1370
£1200
£1075
£1299
£1450
£955

£1199
£1225
£896

£1499
£995

£1000
£1099
£899

£1275
£1000
£1250
£995

£1330

£4600
£1500
£3500
£1500
£18C0
£1505
£1999
£1800
£2000
£1500
£3500
£2000
£3099
£1500
£1500
£8000
£1870
£3400
£2702
£3999
£1500
£4750
£3395

£

299
£150
£170
£250
£230
£279
£250
£100
£160
£230
£280
£180
£280

“What's more, a
mains block of this
quality 1s for ite *

Year

May 99
Sep 98
Mar 95
May 39
Oct 95
Sep 96
Dec 85
May 96
Aug 95
Jun 98

Aug 95
Mar 96
Aug 95
Jlan 88
Way 95
Oct 96

Jun 98
Apr 97

Sep 97
Jun 96
Jun 85

Jun 85
Dec 98
Sep 95
May 99
May 97
May 95
Mar 97
Jul 98

Dec 97
Jun 97
Jul 96

Nov 95
Oct 96
May 99
Mar 98
Feb 99
Jan 95
Apr 96
Aug 96
Sep 97
Nov 96
Feb 95
May 98

Year

Mar 96
Nov 96
Feb 98
Oct 96
Jan 99
Apr 95
Mar 96
Jul 98

Feb 97
Sep 96
Oct 96
Jun 85
Oct 95

_buying guide

Verdict

The KT3s go very loud very easily but they don't possess the most even response
Horn and infinite-batfle hybrid with power to spare. 2hasing and frequency accurate beyond belief.
Ultra-detalled and revealing. the V8s are true pro more than domestic transducers.

Very ciear detail and separation, but just fails to produce a fully 3-dimensional sound

Lightness of touch, dynamics and clarity in trumps. Needs powerful amplification for 77dBMum. Not a valve 'speaker.
An easy going, open and natural sound makes the mirages an attractive proposition.

Articulate and informative sound with fine imaging and tght, deep bass

Fast, tight and informative, but a poor tweeter casts a grey shadow.

Give a big sense of scale on rock and jazz but not subtie and even enough for the critical classical listener.

An interesting, musical floorstander that's good value even at this price.

The OLs have transparency and detail in considerable amounts. Bass can be loose though.

Smooth and refined floorstanders that some listeners will find captivating.

Super sound staging, openness and detail. Well worth s.eeking out

Excellent bass performance means that this subwoofer is no toy.

Unusual ‘speakers with great rhythmic capabilities and bass. Could be more transparent.

The Paladins possess a detalled and expansive soundstage but also a rather dry character

The tweeter works well but a recessed midband and one-note bass are the Achilles heels.

The FL8s are warm, mellow performers which prefer Classlical to Rock.

Impressive bass extension and control go hand in hanc with precise imaging to make the 0300s a snip at £1000.
Good but the move from standard to Signature has taken speed and punch out of the Model 1s

A rich and open sound, extremely musical if not strictly accurate. Great bass extension for their size.

Not the most neutral *speakers but they are extremely smooth with an overall coherence to the sound.

If you have enough room and money the 6s are capable of a highly musical, involving performance

The 107 Mk2s may look slim but they have a solld sound and are tabulously revealing.

Interesting design that incorporates an electrostatic tweeter. An impressive sound but an inconsistent performer.
Unusual design which is placed back against a wall for optimum performance.

The A3s are quite simply superb. All you'll need to enjcy them 1s a large enough listening mom.

An extremely coherent and focussed sound; these are true audiophile speakers. Captivating with classical music.

Glassy clarity, bright treble, with bass that comes alive when given welly. Expensive thougt.

The Octets are smooth, laid-back floor standers. Lack speed and transparency.

A worthy bigger brother for the Concert 8s, with a fast transparent and even sound.

The Concert 8s are superbly clean and transparent Their nature will show up any source shortcomnings.
Smooth, detalled and spacious with great scale, dynamics and imaging Capable of producing a real performance.
For superb reproduction within large rooms, the 3s are a force to be reckoned with.

Superb bass and near-electrostatic soundstaging make these involving ‘speakers a bargain

Their strengths suggest a Classical ‘speaker but they suit electronlc compositions better. Rich tone but loose bass.
They may be musically engaging but the tali ProAc’s taightness suits them best for smooth valve amplification
The best home for a reflex-loaded Tannoy dual-conicentric, but they don’t come cheap!

Gorgeous looking. Listening becomes an enjoyable experience. full of suprises from subtleties

One of the clearest and most expressive loudspeakers you'll ever find for a large room. Easy to drive, too.
Bold and powerful sound with solid bass, clearly focussed midrange and delicious treble. Well worth tracking down
£4000 may be a lot to pay for a pair of ‘speakers, but the Tannoys deliver to great eftect in all areas.
Materially excellent value. Sound clean and extended but can lack involvement.

Capable of producing a captivating performance of lite-like proportions with a great air of naturalness.
Impressive horns that combine lightness of touch with power and clarity.

Verdict

Fluid and musical but upper bass is a litle dry. Useful phono stage with but with a fittle sililance and ringing.
A lot for very little money - sweet sound and good build make the AMC 3025 a great starter amp.
Offers plenty of power for the money but sound quality Is not class leading

Good with efficient loudspeakers but generally needs more power and control.

In a smooth system with a warmish bias the Alpha Ore makes a strong case for itself

Excellent value for money and will get the best from any component. Needs a sepeiate phono stage.
The Aura has a smooth, civilized sound with fine detail Bass punch really rolls along. Gowd phono stage
Involving and finely detailed, the Cambridge pushes forward the boundaries for inexpensive amps.

A mix of control, delicacy and detall allows it to excet with any music

Good drive, punch and an open soundstage, but suffers from confuslon plus a thin midrange and treble.
Big and brutish but unfortunately bland with it. Something of a blast from the 1970s-80s past!

Thorough-going down to earth liveliness. Bright but clean which gives appealing vivacity.

Not quite a giant killer, the Harman is nevertheless a good solid budget buy.

RELEASE #e FULL POTENTIAL o/ YOUR SYSTEM

Hi-F1 WORLD

“They've now taken up
permanent residence in
our system!” Dec '97

ol N's asking pce

Ll ity

direct

Tobt «44 (UNEI0 02047 Fax o4 (01535 R3XNT  wwrmrussadimes.com Emalt

t have beon absolutely overwhelmed &y’ the waly! the
Oinmoupon PoworBkack has impeoved my H-F
Svorything Suunds wasly tener THank you for an
excolipnd proce! whioh & eagsily worth svery pefiny,
AN S NS

uwe Androws Acomssories Lt Edge Bemk Heuse, Kanda!, LAB SAS

Magneplanar
MG12/QR.

Jamo Concert 8.

| Prices shown

are those at the
time of review
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Integrated £ Year Verdict

= — s

Prices shown

usical ity £299 Feb 98 A very capable integrated with a smoothness and warmth predisposed to classical rather than rock.
are those at the NAD 304 €239 Apr95  Fine quaiity bass but rather lackadaisical as regards timing. Phono stage moderate. Needs careful matching.
X = NAD 310 £130 Jan95 Good detall and a spaclus open sound gives acoustic music and the majority of rock superb clarity.
t|me Of review NAD C320 €200 Apr99  Younger sibling of the famous 3020 with many of its virtues to boot. Pre-eminently balanced and natural.
Pioneer A103 £130 Mar95 Luxuriant presentation doesn’t compensate for the tendency to un-rhythmic effects. MM phono stage.
1 J Pioneer A300X €230 Apr95  Another highly capable all-rounder although a touch sterile sounding for some tastes.
Pro-Ject 7 £259 Apr95 On a budget, the Pro-ject has strong merit, including an excellent phono stage. Not for alt systems.
Rotel RA -970BX €250 Oct96  Fresh sound with sharp attack. A slight midrange emphasis can make certrain music sound rather forward.
Rotel RA- 931 €150 Dec 98 For the money there’s no faulting such a gifted performer.
Sony TA-F446E £250 Aug95 Bright clear and detailed, but needs a touch more refinement to prevail

Technics SU-A700 mk3 = £250 Jan 97 A smooth, unassuming sound misses out on the subtlety which brings music to life.

Alchermst Axiom £300 Sep95 Musically rewarding; deserves serious audition. Great British hi-fi on a budget.
AMC 3150A £329 Nov 98 Not the most musical amp ever but good value. The tone controls and balance adjustment will appeal to some.
Arcam Aipha 6+ £350 Jan 96 Full and smooth sound, unfortunately with loose bass
Arcam Alpha 9 £500 Dec 96 Excellent value. A detailed and open sound glves great atmosphere to all types of music
A. A. Puccini SE £595 Dec 97  All the main ingredients like rhythm and dynamics present and correct. Natural smoothness and transparency.
o ( Audio Anal. Puccinl SE = £595 Sep 97 Excelient sound quality gives the competition under £800 a lot to worry about.
Il — Audiolab 8000A £500 May95 Manages the rare feat of sounding powerfut and lithe at the same time. Bass taut but not the tast word.
Audiolab 8000S £700 Dec 97 Powerful hefty sound which doesn’t blench when driving awkward loads.
Benchmark'Roynon SIA1Y £680 Aug 96 Too thin and crisp which makes prolonged listening fatiguing.
Audio Ana|ogue Cyrus 3 £500 Oct96 Highly refined and detailed performance with a clear well-proportioned soundstage.
- Cyrus Straight Line £398 Nov 98 A good, honest bit of kit with a fine musical sound and no glaring vices
Puccini. Densen Beat £650 Dec 97 If a musical adrenaline rush is what you seek, fine. Listening in bulk, rather clinical and cold sounding.

Edmund ESI 10 £400 Apr99  Solid build and a big sound make the ESI 10 worthy of audition. Not perhaps the transparent at the price.
Holfi Audis £750 Jun 98 Powerful and refreshingly pure; a sound investment.
Kenwood KA-7090R £400 Apr98  Excels with sound staging but lacks subtlety and tonal colour.
LFD Mistral £499 Jun97 An extremely enjoyable, lucid little amplifier that really gets to the heart of the music.
Marantz PM-66 KI-S £400 Nov 97  An enjoyable and rhythmic sound but may be too lean for some bass-light ‘speakers
Monrio MJ £695 Jan97 An engaging musical performance; sweet overall sound. Doesn’t cope with difficuit loads so well.
Moth 30 Integrated £320 Jul 95 A blg open sound sound sets the Moth apart at this price. Low powered, though. Distinctly amateurish looks
Musical Fidelity X-A1 £480 Dec 98 Two boxes don’t form a pre and power in the X-A1 but the result is nevertheless a winning combination.
Myryad T-40 £399 Nov98 Couple the Myryad with a warm system and enjoy. Possibly a little lightweight on the Reggae & Rap side.
Nad 317 £470 May 97 With 80 watts on tap, the NAD has power aplenty but is rather dynamically limited and ultimately uninvolving.
Naim Nart £500 May 95 Rather monochromatic with midband emphasis and slightly dry bass. Good imaging but smallish soundstage.
Orelle SA 100 £449  Jul 96 Clean, open, active sound. Smooth and detalled with good punch too. One of the best at the price.
Pioneer A-300R Precision. £400 Aug 97 A bargain at £400 pure and simple. Qutclasses the competition in every area.
Pioneer A400X £300 Oct96 Complements all sorts of music with power and confidence. Outstanding value for money.
Quad 77 £595 Feb95  Although classically orientated, the Quad will rock too. Precise and stable imagery and fidelity to tonal values.
Roksan Caspian £695 Jun 97  Mixes the best of solid state and valve worlds (without valves!) to produce a seductive sound,
Rose Scion £615 May 97 Great packaging and super sound make the Scion a winner.

B—, Sonneteer Campion £579 Jan 96 Highly detalled and smooth sound. Worth searching out.

S—— Sony TA-FB920R £300 Feb99 Partnered correctly to counterbalance its forwardness, the Sony offers a fast, rhythmic presentation.
: Teac ABX7R £700 Jun96 Big and powertul sound, but a little unsubtie with it.
Technics SE-A900 Mkil £300 Mar99 Nominally a separate pre and power, but the pre can't work alone. Exciting but unsubtle.
MVL A2+. : g

Audionote Soro Se £1999 Mar95 Needs the right loudspeaker but a good musical presentation Is in there somewhere.
Copland CSA 14 £1099 Apr96 A sweet and subtle sound. Fine midrange; transparent and open with vocals.
Densen DM 10 £1299 Jun 95 Dual mono construction gives strong stereo separation. Brutal resolution of detail but not the clearest ever.
Gamma Rhythm £2499 Jul 96 Partnered with sensible loudspeakers of good bass depth. the Rhythm is capable of impressive performance
Lavardin IT £3200 Apr99 Has clarity in spades and an extremely rare tonal purity. Outclasses many transistor alternatives with ease.
Mcintosh MA6800 £3735 Sep95 A mighty confection of power, facilities and style, and it sounds good to boot
Musical Fidelity A1001 £2499 Jun 98 Awesome power and seismic bass. A very good all-rounder with super-clean sound.
MVL Integral A2 £850 May 99 An excellent performer with any music. Adept at handling subtle details. Difficult to beat at the price.
MVL A2+ £1250 Jun 99 Seamless, natural and very open, the A2+ sets the pace at the price.
Shearne Phase 2 £800 Apr 97 Even-handed performer deals contidentally with music regardless of genre. Not as smooth as the best.
Sonic Frontiers Anthem = £1295 May 98 A characteristically competent and musical Integrated. Prefers fairly efficient loudspeakers though.
Sonneteer Alabaster £900 Oct97  Exceflent high-end integrated with a real love of music and plenty of poke
Teac AB X10 £1000 Sep 95 Very strong all round performer with excellent build and finish. Verging on the expensive though.

Unison Res Simply 845 £2950 Mar98  Allied to all the right ‘speakers will handle all musical genres with smoothness and power.

WORLD’S BEST AMPLIFIER
UNDER £1,000?

WORLD VERDICT

-

s ! ‘ ¢ An exeellent performer with
.’ \’ \‘A‘ g’ \ - any music, At present. o
= = ) . weuld e hard 1o inagine
the AZ bemg beaten at the

'"ll’t‘
HI-FI WORLD MAY 999

For more information ring 01953 850800 (See our main ad)
MVL Technology Limited, Northfield Mill. Wymondham, Norfolk NR 18 ODF. Tel: +44 (0) 1953 850800 Fax: +44 (0) 1953 851022 OuND seNTiNe

Sound Sentinel” manufactured under licenge frem Sound Senttnel Systems Sound Sentinel” is a regeternd trade mark
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Pre-amps £ Year Verdict

Tone controls cannot be defeated and the sum total is a little metallic but value in spades. Prices shown
£199 Apr99 A very lucid, natural headphone amp which scores as highly on acoustic and Classical as it does on Rock.

£200 Jul 98 Only poor cosmetics mar the Creek. Sonically it's a gem. are those at the
£149 Mar 99 Won't win prizes for best build but a flexible effort for a passive. Somewhat dry presentation overail. tlme Of I"eVieW
£130 Mar98 If you haven't yet experienced the world of quality headphone listening, the X-Cans is the way to start.
£200 Jan 98 A smooth, sweet and musical performer.

£120 Mar99 Easy-to-use stand-alone modern tone control with subtle effect. Rather a bargain.

£259 Feb 95 Immensely enjoyable and listenable, a rare mixture of sophistication and fun.

€150 Mar 99 Five line-level inputs and tone controls make for a fiexible unit. Partnered by the RB-971 power amp, very good value.
£299 Apr98 Needs siightly more taut bass and a less grainy midrange to bring it up with the best.

Organic and transparent. Free from transisitor hardness.
£749 Mar 97 A smooth and sweet sound devoid of roughness.
€440 Nov 98 The phono stage is the main area of weakness. Can sound a touch muddied at times.

£600 Jun 96 A fine sounding preamp, but the phono stage is weak in the bass.

£650 Feb96 Pre-amplifier has plenty of facilities, but sounds a little unexciting and 'conventional’.

£549 May 97 Impressive smoothness and tonal colour, transparent as well.

£650 Dec 95 This valve pre-amp is very good value indeed.

£499 May 99 Passive pre of box-of-switches, whichever way you look at it the Indu Is stylishly finished and well conceived.
£767 May 96 More valve-like than transisitor in sound; highly competent if not spectacular.

£500 Jun 97 Flexible with a strong controlled sound, but won’t suit all tastes.

£350 Feb97 Good when mains powered, even better running on its batteries. One to consider at the prce. . . .
£550 Jul 95 Poor sound quality and engineering let this pre-amp down. Pricey too. Musical Fldemy
£795 Aug98 Warm but stilt exciting. it is only let down by a slightly recessed midrange. X-Tone.

Jun 95 Highly recommended for its blend of operational sophistication, build and sound quality.
£1095 Feb 98 Smooth, even and transparent. Well worth the outlay.

£895 Sep 96 Matched with a smooth amp and 'speakers the Phase 6 is capable of a transparent and rewarding performance
£900 Apr98 Interms of musicality and involvement it falls short.

£1295 Dec 96 Transparent, detailed sound with good tonal range and very natural presentation.

£1200 Sep 98 A truly competent pre-amp whose high-end sound comes with a very reasonable price tag.

£999 Apr97 This even-handed performer images well and deals confidently with music regardless of genre.

£850 Jul 96 Bright and detalled, but phono stage is inadequate at this price.

£850 MNov 98 Justities its price with a very musical and revealing performance.

£1000 Nov 96 This pre-amp is highly detailed and spacious.

A bright and lean approach to the valve sound.
£1600 Apr99 Very musical, very revealing. A credit to the valve tradition with considerable kick in reserve.
£1774 Mar98 Has it all - detail, transparency, slam and rhythm. In a word excellent.

£1500 Feb 99 Partner for the Final Music-6 power amp. Battery powered.

£2345 Feb96 Smooth and detailed sound. Not as clinical as some professional amps can be.

£1630 Nov 95 Smooth, but dull balance makes it suitable for bright systems.

£3500 Mar97 Superb, combines delicacy and power, especially with a vinyl source.

£1650 Oct98  With its Panasonic pot, the Orca reaches new standards of transparency and involvement. Chord CPA-1800.
£1750 May 98 Offers finesse, control and clarity for a very reasonable outlay.

Power amps £ Year Verdict

Super value separate with first-rate sound staging. Midrange subtleties sometimes suffer but at this price . . .!
£400 Dec 96 A detailed and open sound gives great atmosphere to all types of music.

£600 Jul 98 This power amp lags behind the best of the competition, and the build is flimsy.

£575 Apr98 As smart as an Armani suit, they sound powerful In a natural, organic manner

£749 Mar97 A smooth, sweet powerful sound free from the rough brightness that afflicts many solid-states.

£399 Mar 99 Shows what a skilled designer can do, even when hooked up with a passive pre. A very realistic approach.
£449 Feb96 The Cyrus Power is simply impressive in all respects.

£650 Apr 98 Well built, but judged purely on a musical basis they fall short.

AUDIO ANALOGUE

In just a short while, Audio Analogue has won plenty of admirers. When Hi Fi World tested the PUCCINI Special Edition
they gave it their top star rating with the words
“Excellent sound quality ensures the Puccini S.E. outstrips the competition at up to £1.000". And the influential USA
magazine Stereophile (Dec.98) praised its “harmonic richness, stunning purity of tone and sheer musicality”. To top that.
the basic £475 PUCCINI won Hi Fi Choice’s Best Buy for
amplifiers in an up-1o0 £1.000 group test (Feb. *98). In their words:
“This is a first-rate budget amplifier that looks and sounds like an
altogether more costly model. Check it out”™. The BELLINI preamp
and DONIZETTI power amp fared equally well. Ken Kessler in
Hi Fi News (Jan. "98) had this to say. "A new benchmark in the
value for money stakes”. Now, we're proud to introduce you to the
latest member of the family: the PAGANINI. 1t's a real music-lover's CD-player. For mare details contact:

UKD

23 Richings Way, Iver, Buckinghamshire SL0 9DA, England
Telephone: 01753 652669 - Telephone: 07000 UKD HIFI (853 443) - Fax: 01753 654531
Or visit our website:www.uk.co.uk

HI-FI WORLD World Radio History dsl:\3: R L ¢r) l PAGE 89



buying guide 4

Power amps £ Year Verdict

Prices shown
are those at the
time of review

The LK240 plays tunes exceptionally weli, tonal colour and image precision are not its fortes though.
Aug 97 Crisp, clear images are set in a broad spread between the 'speakers but the 505 lacks stage depth and grunt.
Jan 99 The Monarchy is a smooth, warm amp most at home with ‘speakers that are easily driveable.

Mar 99 Refined approach with the lighter acoustic music but lacking a little in overall clout.

Dec 95  This power amp unfortunately suffers trom sharp sounding treble and poor depth.

Jan 98  Very smooth, sweet and musical performers, not over-analytical but very involving.

Jul 96 With good punch, speed and attack its not bad atll but can be a little uninspiring.

Mar 99 70 Watts a channel helps give lucid presentation with deep sound staging. Perhaps on the bright side.
Apr97  The Phase 3 possesses impressive clanty, detail and dynamics.

Jun 97 A fiexible power amp with a strong, controlled sound, but won't suit all tastes.

Feb 97  Smooth, warm sound has plenty of grunt when needed and s very enjoyable to listen to.

Jul 95  Its best feature Is the key on/off switch, otherwise its a case of poor sound quality and engineering.

£995 Jan96  Well specified and powerful, but dry and short of lite. Suits Rock on bass-heavy 'speakers.
£1325 Mar98 This amp has it all - detail, transparency, slam and rhythm. In a word, excellent.
£800 Nov98 These monoblocs have a tonal richness and bass speed rare amongst powerful amps.
£800 Jun 96 Fast, clear and detailed sound will win friends in both the transistor and valve camps.

£1469 May 95 Quality bass and a clear midband but the treble can be harsh at high volume.

£1245 Jul 93 Serious audiophile product at an affordable price. Well constructed, pleasant to use and fine sounding.
£1200 Nov 985 Smooth sound but dull balance make the Galactron suitable for bright systems.

£1185 May 95 Not dissimilar to the Audiolab monoblocs, the sound has a sweet top and amazing ciarity.

£1051 May 97 Not quite as transparent as it could be but impresses with its smoothness and tonat colour.

£1400 Dec 96 Great control and dynamics allied to seductive smoothness. A rare combination of power and delicacy.
£1000 Aug 98 Hugely powerful and controlled, the X-A200s are still superbly musicat.

£1000 Apr96 The sound is a somewhat acquired taste and a little rough in places.

£899  Jul 95 A lot of amplifier for the money. Big, warm, sweet sound places it ahead of most.

£800 Jul97  The 707 embodies a rare blend of grace and power in its sleek grey casework.

£949 May 99 Low on power at 8 watts but fairly musical for all that. Good resolution of detail and texture.

£898 May 96 More valve-like than transisitor in sound; highly competent if not spectacular.

£850 Nov 98 Fully justifies the cost with a very musical and revealing performance.

£1495 Jun 95 Lovers of light plano-based fare and Baroque music will appreciate this amp's delicacy..

Final Music-6.

Eschews the traditional lavish tube sound for a brighter and leaner approach.
£3055 Nov 98 The 301 puts the 300B’s traditional virtues to good use in a push-pull design that will drive most loudspeakers.
£3975 Feb 95 Cary have a winning amplitier that is a prime example of how a 300B can sound.

£2925 Feb 98 Very natural, substantial presentation with lots of power on tap.

£1500 Feb 99 Battery powered amp puts convincing scale and three-dimensionality into suitably sensitive loudspeakers.

£2057 Feb96 Powerful, smooth and detalled sound. Not as clinical as some professional amplifiers can be.

£4999 Apr97  Sound quality of these monoblocs is impressive but marred by a rather obvious hum. Build could be better.

£8000 Mar97 These monoblocs are superb, producing a begulling performance of great control and verve.

£1989 Oct 98 The new Alecto is crisper, cleaner and more controlled than earlier incarnations.

£6600 Aug 96 A powerful grip on usic, but articulate and detailed too. A rare combination.

£1999 Oct94  Good sound quality and an impressive tonal balance.

£1550 Oct96 The Symetra monoblocs impress with their grip. They run hot and sound warm.

£2599 Jun 94  Vatve monoblocs that produce explosive bass, midrange as clear as a bell and shimmering treble.

£4250 May 98 Powerful, neutral sounding amps thanks to their moditfied 300B valves, but expensive for the same reason.
£1525 Aug 98 A great compromise between delicacy, power and practicality. Very musically satisfying, too.

£2350 Jul 98 The $15's purity and clarity are impossible to beat for the money. Bass not brilliant, but still better than most.
£2000 Nov 96 This power amplfier is smooth and seductive, although a little pricey.

Cambridge CD4SE.

CD Players £ Year Verdict

The CD8 Is free from grain but can sound too polished at times.
£200 Feb98 Natural and very life-like, the CD4SE embarrasses many pricier players.

£150 Apr97 Crisp, up-beat player which is inconsistent in its overall presentation.
£180 Feb 98 Rhythmically slick and dynamic, the Denon errs to the cool side of neutral.
£280 Nov 98 Warm and smooth, the 835 is laid-back rather than in-your-face.

£240 Sep 94 Great for simple Jazz and Folk, but soft bass slows things down.

€157 Jan 99  Slightly muddled in the bass, the '230 isn't the most rhythmic of players.

~~

.
'\ -arse
Nu-Vista 300 X-Al X-RAY X-24K X-LP
power amplifier aiso avallable ais0 avaiable 24 bit integrated digital analogue phono stage
pre.power amplifier ECPISg ool
monoblock power amplitiers integrated ampiifiers

Hi-End Audio & Home Theatre Multi-Room Design & Installation MUSICAL FIDELITY
Home Demonstrations Export Orders W@ xgERIES
Unbiased Advice & Support Part-€Exchange Avﬂ% ﬂ}

0% credit available. Written quotations on request. Subject to status.

Tel/Fax: +44 (0)I8l 707 4849 - Mobile: +44 (0)973 47| 426 - email: info@audiovenue.co.uk A\A({’iovet/\w-e

Other ranges avallable . . Audio Analogue * Boston * Bow Technologies ¢ Chario ¢ Diapason ¢ Graaf + Michell « Monitor Audio *+ MRS B 3 ke Audio VI Ic Ieart
*+ Opera * Proceed + Project « Q€D + Straight Wire ¢ Stax * Target « Unison Research & other leading components & accessories Sl 6 GUET IS EE
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_buying guide

Year Verdict

CD Players £

One of the best budget all-rounders there Is. A shade treble-heavy.

£250 Aug 93 Walfly bass and enthusiastic treble mean the Kenwood prefers Classical to Rock.
£180 Jan 99 A fine performer. Lacks only some of the spirit of its predecessors.

£249 Jun 94 Upholds the Marantz tradition of lively CD players.

£270 Nov 96 Fine vocal projection and treble. Bass Is deep if not that tight.

£200 Oect95 Hard to criticise at the price, with a typically smooth, fluid NAD sound.

£170 Jan 99 Warm and smooth, this is a cultured player. Can be over-civilised at times.
£130 Feb 96 Notthe most accurate machine, but holds its own at the price.

£140 Feb 95 Rolled-off treble limits detail. Light bass retains foot-tapping ability.

£230 Oct94 Controlled and invigorating player albeit a touch sterile.

£200 May97 Refuses to become flustered. Can lack emotion as a result, though.

£249 Nov 92 Like many of its contemporaries, the Teac Iis too smooth to shine.

£100 Jan 99 In spite of a bias towards bass and treble, this machine remains a bargain.
£200 Feb 98 Typical Technics' bright and bassy sound. Prefers Dance and Rock.

£200 Mar95 Mature, laid-back machine drops points for inferior timing and imaging.

£230 Feb 98 Detalled, refined but not particularly engaging or exeiting.

£180 Jan99 Lean and up-front, the Yamaha is involving on Rock but can sound rough.

Very musical outfit which gains sweetness with optional valve output stage.
The '07 is even-handed but has no real fortes.

Jan 97 Superbly-designed, instinctively musical player destined for success.

Jun 98  The 8SE builds on the strengths of the standard 8 with HDCD filtering.

Dec 98 Apart from its tonal brightness, the Alpha 9 is a very capable machine.

Apr99  Effortless, wholly musical delivery. The Paganini does far CD replay what its stablemate Puccini does for amplification.
May 96 Grainiess treble is detailed but the Alto misses that vitai emotional spark.

Jul 93 High measured distortion mars the treble and bass is dry.

Oct98 A competent player with a musicality that will seduce any music-lover.

May 99  Great detail and imaging with intimate music. Classical and Jazz suit the 1.5 down to the ground but Rock can sound harsh.
Dec 96 Lacklustre with Classical, dramatic and lively on Dance and Rock.

Jul 98 Clean and precise, the Denon lags only in warmth and openness.

Aug 96 Strong on dynamics and drive, but lifeless treble can dampen music.

Apr95 Tonally hard but possesses many, if not all, of the Linn rhythmic strengths.

Sep 96 This is a rare player, greater than the sum of its parts.

May 95 Taken as a whole, the CD-63SE is one hell of a CD player. No digitai nasties.

Dec 98  With its brightness balanced by warm ancillaries the T20 will win friends.

Mar 97 Clean and tidy on electronic music. Not so good with acoustic material.

Sep 96  Fluid midrange leads a dry bass and tonally-limited trebie.

May 93 One of the top players at the price with great speed anc grip.

Dec 94 Fast, clean sound verges on the clinical at times.

Sep 98 Refinement is a plus point, but lack of vitality holds the Rotel back.

Sep 96 Tuneful, pungent bass are the pros, fiat sound staging and tone the cons.

Mar 98  Neutral, dynamic and stylish but not quite up with the best.

Mar 97 In spite of fine sound staging and clarity, the Sony fails to involve.

Jan 96  Clean and dry, the Teac is rather sterile compared to the competition.

Sep 95 Not the last word in bass control. Midrange is more persuasive.

Apr99 A very smooth and refined player with the added bonus of good detailing. Can lack rhythmic bite at times.
Sep 96 Warm and bassy, but extremely natural. Not the most consistent player.

May 97 When it's good, it's very good indeed. Can get confusec on dense mixes.

Sweet treble and full midrange give the 8000CD a lucid sound.

£119% Feb 99 Perhaps lacks the last ounce of strength on Rock, nonetheless has winning all-round ability.

£1279 Dec 97 Its warm, musical sound plus HDCD compatibility are a strong combination.
£899 Jan95 Up with the best at the money, the Cyrus simply sounds ‘right’.
£895 Jun 95 Breathtaking imagery and dynamics. Not strictly accurate, but who cares?
£800 Jan 94  Construction is price-correct, but not the excessively relaxed sound.
£989 Oct97 The Heybrook loses out because of its rough treble and lack of clarity.
£950 May 98 It's not cheap but the Xara scores for firm bass and exciting presentation.
£999 Nov 97 The Mistral is outclassed in areas like pace and bass depth.
£800 Mar96 The CD-17 has a presentation which excels in musicality and lucidity.
£1300 Sep 97 The KI-S has a valve-like smoothness and clarity.
£875 May 95 Characteristically dry Meridian balance which could do with more emotion.
£800 Feb 99 Bright, clear and well-built, the X-Ray’s transparency can be hard on poor recordings.
£1099 Apr98 This very natural one-box fully justifies its £1000 price tag.
£850 Nov 95 Competent, entertaining machine with neat styling and remote.
£895 Aug 97 The Caspian is a gifted player well worth its asking price.
£8506 Mar 93 A superb all-rounder with particularly convincing rhythms.
£850 Apr96 Draws you into the music. Soundstaging fine but treble is a littte bright.
£1300 Aug 96 Solid build doesn’t make up for sound which lags in Integration and detail.
£1250 Dec 97 Rhythmically satisfying, but can sound hard in the wrong system.
CD Players £ Year Verdict

Sweet sound and numerous features make the Anthem fine value for money.

£5460 Sep 94 Amongst the best with its belt-drive transport.

£2635 Dec 95 Unmatched quality from CD at a high but fair price.

£1995 Jul 98 The 508.24 is one, of the top performers at its price.

£1998 Apr97 CD2 excites at the expense of subtlety. More at home in a Naim system.
£2063 Feb 98 One-box player with sound capable of mixing it with the best.

£2300 Jun 92 You'll elther love or hate this machine’s great flair and confidence.

Prices shown
are those at the
time of review

Sony CDP-X3000ES.

Marantz CD-63 KI-S.

Roksan Caspian CD.
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HURRY, CALL NO

WANTED, TOP QUALITY HI-FI CLASSIC OR MODERN - WE’LL SELL ON COMMISSION, YO

-
= Previously owned quality HI-Fi - Huge savings off
8 m Linn LK2 Power Amp Upgraded to Sonographe SC1 Pre Amp
v - 280 Spec £650 £299 {By Canrad Johnson) £399
Luxman 3600 Power £700 Sugden Optima 140 Int Amp £770 £449
g Adcom GTP 500 MK 2 + Pre 150wpc £1200 £599 Luxman X33 Int Valve Amp £699 Sumo Athena - Andromida 3
- Albarry 1008 Mk 2 Mono Block’s £999 £49% Meridian 201 Pre-Amp £760 £329 Pre/Power £3000 £1499
AR Cambridge AQ Int Amp (Teak) £200 £79 Meridian 605 Mono’s {150wpc- Bal)  £2850 £1149 Sumo Athena Pre-Amp (Lowest ever) £649  £249
Z Arcam Alpha 10 Amp S/H Metaaxs Charisma Pre-Amp + Technics SU A800 Mk 2 55wpc £350 £179
A Cusrent Model) £800 £49% PSU (Stunning) £1800 £599 Thuel PR200 - PA200 Pre/Power £2700 £1199
I.I.- Arcam Delta 110 Pre-Amp £700 £129 Michelle Argo HR Pre Amp + YBA Pre-Amp (Insane Price} £1700 £499
— Arion Tycho Power Amp £1800 £959 Hera PSU £1340 £795 Unison Research Simply 4P Int Aamo ~ £1595 £999
I Aucio Innovations 2nd Michell Argo Pre-Amo (Marked) £730 £295 Vestax PMCOS5 Pro DJ Mixer £550 £379
t Audio Innovations Mono Blocks £3299 £1199 Muse Model 300 Mono's
= Audidlab 8000A Int Amp (Black) ~ £500 £299 {150 WPC - Bal Solid Stote Superb)  £4400 £2199 m
=l Audiolob 8000C Pre Amp (Blcck) £299 Musical Fidelity 3aPre Amp £379 £249
< Audiolob 8000 MX 1 Pr (Mint) £1800 £1299 Musical Fidelity A100 Int Amp
= Audiclab 8000 PPA Phono Stage £900  £699 {Closs A Classic) £375 £169 Braun 301 Tuner £99
(¢} Audiolab 8000Q Pre Amp £1200 £799 Musical Fidelity A370 Power Amp ~ £2500 £1399 Magnum Dynolabs FT11 Tuner £500 £289
= Audic Note M2 Valve Pre £1000 £589 Musical Fidelity MVX Pre + PSU £2200 £999 Sansui TU-710 Tuner (Black) £149
4 Audio Note Meishu Line Int Vave Amp £2750 £1299 Musical Fidelity P270 Mk1 Power Amp £1300 £675 Sony STE-500 RDS-EON £99
'i' Audic Note OITO SE Int Volve Amp  £1200 £869 Musical Fidelity E100 int Amp £700 £379 Tecnics ST1OL Tuner £49
— Audio Synthes’s Passion Passive Musical Fidelity E1 Int Amp £300 £129 Trio KT815 Tuner - (Mint, Last Chance] £199
] Pre-Amp (VGC) £800 £359 Musical Fidelity F19 Power Amp Yomaba CT 7000 Tuner £579
7] Aura VA50 Int Amp £229 £129 {Mint) £4000 £2699 Yamaha T80 Tuner £159
E AVI 52000 M Int Amp £999 £599 Musical Fidelity MVT Pre + PSU £1299 £299
Beard BB 10C Int Amp 100wpc £599 NAD 115 Pre Amp £99 ; [/
P~ Conred Johnson PV Pre Amp £1399 Nad 3240 35wpc (Classic British Amp)£199  £119 - CD Pla ers & DAC S
o Counterpoint Solid One Power Amp ~ £1495 £599 Nad 1000 Pre/2700 Power 120wpc £359
LAy Creek 4040 Int Amp £199 £99 Naim 32 Pre Amp £199 Acuphase DP65 CD Player +
2 Croft Series 3 OTL Power Amp £799 Naim 32.5 Pre Amp £229 Digital Volume £4700 £2399
(o) Croft Series 5 Power Amp £239 Naim Hi Cap (Old Style) £740 £389 Arcam 70.3 CD Player £700 £249
X Cyrus 2 Int Amp £159 Naim Nait 2 Int Amp £299 Arcam Delta Block Box DAC £449 £149
(9] Cyrus ACA7 Latest Pre-Amp £800 £599 Naim NAC 22 Pre-Amp £250 £59 Audio Alchemy DAC in a box £250 £159
o Cyrus Pre Amp £650 £299 Naim NAC 72 Pre Amp £750 £489 Audiolob 8000 CDM CD Trans £1400 £849
= Cyrus PSX Signature Naim NAC 92 Pre-Amp £499 £299 AVI 2000 Reference CD Player £1300 £789
o) {Gloss Black, Marked) £325 £199 Naim NAP 90 Power Amp (Old Style) £199 DPA En'ightenment DAC £800 £399
el DNM Pre 2-PA1 Pre-Power £2800 £1099 Naim NAP 140 Power Amp DPA Mains filter £69
DPA DSP200 A Pre-Amp £495 £279 {Old Style) £750 £379 DPA PDM1 DAC £179
[ 4 EAR 509 Mk 2 Mono's + 802 Pre Naim NAP 180 Power Amp £1080 £799 Kinskaw Overture DAC £250 £99
o (One owner from new) vge £7000 £30%9 Naim NAP 250 Power Amp Kenwood DP 7060 (Inc Remote) £360 £175
— EAR 549 Mono Blocks {Old Style) £1705 £849 LFD Minstral CD Player
; {Good coud, as used by Pink Floyd)  £6220 £3229 Naim SBL X-Over (Old Style) £700 £399 {Gold & Gloss Black) £650 <£445
o) Exposure 10 Int Amp £350 £169 Nakamichi 620 Power Amp £159 Linn KARIK int c¢d £1850 £995
Exposure 15 Int Amp £750 £399 Nakamichi IA3 Int Amp £300 £129 Linn Mimmick CD Player £800 €499
4 Fisher 440 Solid State Reciever NVA A70 Mono's + Hard Wired Cables £349 Linn Numerick Dac £1500 £795
(7, (1960's Classic) £159 NY Tech CPA 602 + CP 122 Marariz CD 36 (Inc Remote) £99
= | Grant G100 Valve Pre Power 100 w.p.c £1149 Pre/Power Amp £300 Marantz CD 52 £250 £120
-l Hafler DH101 Pre Amp £149 Onix OA30 Mk2 Int Amp £239 Marantz CD 56 £55
&l Hofler DH200 Power Amp £229 Ortofon T-3000 MC Transformer £900 £299 Marantz CD 65 £75
Harmon Karden AVP1A Processor £2000 £459 Ortoton T30 MC Transformer £250 £99 Marantz CD 80 CD Player £229
v Harmom Kardon Citation 17 Pre Amp £199 Pink Triangle PIP Pre-Amp (Legendary) £2400 £1099 Marantz CD 95 DR Transport £1500 E799
d Heybrook Signature Pre + 2x Power - 2x PSU  £1099 Pioneer A300 Int Amp £200 £89 Meridion 206 CD Player £999 £389
o | Krell 300i Int Amp (Lowest ever price) £2590 £1849 Pioneer A400X Int Amp £149 Meridion 263 DAC £650 £299
B Krell KBL Pre-Amp + PSU - Bal £4998 £999 Pioneer C90a Pre-Amp £549 £229 Meridian 606 DAC £1500 £559
= Leak 1800 Reciever £99 Pioneer VSP 200 Dolby Pro Logic Micromega Stage 2 CD Player £700 £395
(7, Leak Stereo 3Q Int Amp £79 AV Proc £279 £129 Micro Seiki CDM2 CD Player
[T Leak Delta 30 It Amo £79 PS Audio PS4.6 Pre-Amp {Ex Dema) £998 £599 (Totally solid, Musical too} £2800 £1159
2 Leak Delta 70 Int Amp £99 PS Audio Elite Int Amp £999 £379 Mission DAD 7000
(-4 Lexicon CP2 AV-Proc £399 Quod 34 Pre-Amps from £159! {Quality CD + Remote) £600 2799
a LFD LSB + PA2 Pre/Power £3800 £1099 Rotel 935 BX Open Agile Sound Nad 5320 (Quality British CD Player) £189 £75
g Linn Kairn Phano Pre £1850 £999 50wpc Int Amp £275 £139 Naim CDI CD Player 1996 modcel £2000 T1099
&‘ linn K1 Pre Amp £249 Roksan L1 Pre-Amp + PSU £1100 £549 Nokamichi OMS - 7E CD Playe- £2500 £699
vy
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VHILE STOCKS LAST

SET THE BEST PRICE WITHOUT ANY HASSLE - MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS - FULL WARRANTY

inal retail values, all goods sold with full warranty! 4
. : -
m
Pink Triangle Ordinal DAC £800 £A79 DBX Pro Sub Tower System 4 x 15" m o
Pink T-iangle Decopo DAC + Bass - Various Mid- HF £4000 £1999 -]
1307 Chip £1500 £599 DCM Time Windows {Morked) £700 £229 —
Pink Triongle Digital Package Definitive Tech BP2X Surround £595 £349 Fonz CQ30 + Sme 3009 + AT Cort ) £189 ‘[?1
Cardinal Trans ~ Decapo DAC + Diesis Solitare £250 £149 Gcrrqrd 401-Sme 3009 Inc P|yn.th +Lid £249 (7,3
Battery PSU £4500 £1999 Epos ES25 (Walnut) VGC POA Goldring Lenco 85 T/Table (White) £89 -
QED Digit reference DAC (chrome) ~ £450 £199 Foundation Speaker Stands £200 £59 L LP12 + Basic Plus £1600 £499 m
Quad 66 CD Player £449 Heybrook HB200 (Teak} £139 L!nn LP12 Inok LVI1 + ATOFQ £2500 £849 r-
Rotel RCD 865 CD Player £229 £99 Heybrook Quartet Speakers + Stands £4%9 tf"n tg:g lL'fOk L\'/<II9+BSum|(I;J " f:g?gg z: p
Rotel RCD 9658X CD Player £250 £99 Horning Agathon Bronze Signature ~ £3499 £1480 Jnn Ingo B e
Shorp MD-X54 Mini Disc/CD System IMF TLS 80 (Tranmission Line Classic) €900 £399 Linn Sondek’s Steck changing weskdy, plecse cull g
(As New) £399 K275 Jamo Concert 8 £1400 £699 forieei certsle -
Sony CDP-XA30ES (Gold} £600 £459 IEwISEREsRAI AR o £200 £109 Luxman PD 300 T/Table o -
Teae VRDS 10 CD Player £770 £449 Kef 103-4 Walnut vge £900 £399 Lyra Parnasus , £2000 £5 cC
Technics SLP 200 CD Player £99 Kef 104-2 Speakers (Teak} £599 O_'Gde. Alexondra (Piano Blocl). £499 (73
Technics SLP 400 A CD Player £59 Kef Model 90 Centre £269 £129 ik + sl riz= - —
Theta GEN3 DAC (Silver) £4200 £2229 Kef Q 70 (Black) £750 £429 High spec PSU £1500 ;’”
Theta TLA + Uograded PSU £400 £199 Kelly KT2 (Black, Marked) £1200 £499 Oracle Delphi ll/Linn Ittock | 1wy o
Yamaha CD 400 €D Player £59 Leak 2060 {Teak) £169 Pink Triangle PT2 (SME-cut) 5299 i
Yomaha CDX 3050 179 Leak Sandwich 250 £99 RkeerIR S+ a2 £6001 S043 3
Linn Isoborik (Walnut) £1300 £699 Roksan Xerzes + Air Tangent 16 £3500 £1599 -
k Linn Kaber + Kustone Stands {Black)  £2200 £7%9 Roksan Xerzes + Artemiz + ATOC5  £1700 2699 o
Cassefte Decks Linn Nexus (Grey] 450 £279 Rokson Xerves RB300 (black) £529 o
Linaeom LFX Ribbon Hybrid Bookshelf £600 £299 Rotel RP830 T/Table (No Carf) £129 =<
Denon DRM 650's Cassette Deck Mango Planar MG.2.5 o
(With Do!by s £129 (Oc?meol, Ex Demo) £2000 £1199 c
Nakamichi 682 ZX Discrete Head Meridian A500 (Black) £895 £499 / i-Fi - ~
oo DY £259 Meridian DSP 5000 {Rosewood} £2499 New Ex Demo HI FI O
Nakamichi 700ZXL Cassette deck Meridion M10 Active (Rosewood) £2500 £1399 : - ) T
{Needs Attention) SONers invited Mission 770 + Stands £169 GenUIne Sav'“gs' o
Revox A77 Reel to Reels (Call for Spec) £269 Monitor Audio Monitor 9 £149 3
Covn PR3P Top o F S TR Amplifiers 0
Revox PR99 Pro Tape Machine £999 Naim SBL Various, Please oull £ (o)
Rotel RD955 Cossatte deck £300 £119 Pro-oc Response 2 (Black) £1700 £759 "
Tanberg 3034 Silver Cassette deck £199 Pro-ac Response 3.5 ((;herry) £4250 £2299 Arcam AV-50 Prologic Amp £700 £599 -
Yamaha KX580SE Cassetie (Marked} Rogers FS33 + Sub-Units (Black] £600 £299 Arcam Zeto One Int Av Amp £999 £499 :
Current model £250 £149 REPEIAtn el (BiEe ey Audiolob 8000 LX Int Amp £469 329 ]
Sony 176E 90 Watt B1 - Wireable ~ £300 £149 psi . M -
k Spendor Prelude ) Bal Convertor £799 £549 —
Loudspeakers (Teak, Needs Some Attention) £650 £199 Audio Research D200 Power Amp 4
Spendor SP 2/2 {Block) £999 £499 (ExIDerma) £3248 21899 g
Apogee Stage £2300 £659 Spendor SP2/3 {Rosewood) £1195 £499 Audio Reseorch LS8 Pre-Amp £1450 £1249 |
B W 2000 IFS Centre £79 Tangent RS4 (Teak) £179 Audio Research LS5 Mk | Pre-Amp  £5995 22999 0
EOWiSikver Signcmte £6000 £2499 Tonnoy 638 PLus (Rasewood) £750 £A99 c
Cambridge Audio R50 TDL RTL 3 (Black) £400 E259
N : iangle Graphite (Block £800 £499 Est 1974 B2
{Tranmission Line Clossic) £299 T”cmg.e Graphite (Block) -
Castle Durham Speakers + Stands £169 Veladine Sub Woofe: e -
Castle Pembroke fBlock] £199 {Huge Deep Bass 15” response) £1500 £699 :
Celesion 3000 Ribbon Hybrid £379 Thomas Transducers Vituoso Go'd vge T
Celestion CS7 £169 {Lowther Driven Horn) £3200 £1999 Tradlng Stahon —
Whorfdale Horewood (Black) £1000 £398 .'“
MORE GREAT STOCK OVERLEAF ¥
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buying guide

Turntables £ Year Verdict

Based on a Rega Planar 2. Both pleasant to use and look at with a mature sound, all for £200.
£200 Jun 97 A bargain at £200 with its substantial and invoiving sound.

£180 Feb95 A good, basic budget bargain.

£199 Jun 93 Superbly lucid and clear midrage, but lower reaches are a littie lightweight.

£750 Feb99 If you seek a powerful presentation where musicality takes precedence over absolute finesse, this could be the answer.
£400 Sep94 Definitely a turntable for devotees of attack and strong bass lines. Not strong on imaging.

£775 Apr99  Great sound, superb build and excellent upgradability make the ‘spider’ a wonder at the price.

£539 Jan 94 Silent and beautifully made, with transparent reproduction.

£900 ©Oct95  Sofid as a rock and almost as heavy, it's a satisfying performer, but not quite the best.

£575 ©Oct97 Simply the best at the money. Combines PT's customary transparency with real authority.

£350 Dec93 Involvement and rthythm are priorities. Highly recommended.

£435 Sep94 The 6.1 gives a very full, strong sound. A very exciting deck.

£500 Aug96 Clear and precise sound through midrange and treble puts it up with more expensive rivals.

£415 Sep 94 Detalled sound stage and broad Imaging with a good, even range of tonal colour,

£450 Jan93 Combined with an SME 309 it achieves great results, with a massive sound stage.

£405 Sep94 Tonally smooth with a warm midrange, but a iittie too laid back.
£600 Nov95 With fine detail resolution, transparency and a neutral balance the Reson rs1 represents super value.
€500 ©0ct97 The Junior is a very good deck Indeed, with an assured and involving sound.

<o
The Symphony has to be one of the best the British can offer. It's expensive, but a true sophisticate.
£1950 Apr95 Fast and detailed with crisp sheer treble and clean, deep bass.
. . £950 Dec 98 Nice looks and a good sound, but can be bettered on price.
Pink Tnangle £2250 Oct98  The Oasis-S is a cool, lean but very transparent performer thanks to battery power. Up against strong competition.
Tarantella. £900 Aug 98 Aesthetically, the Perspective is a winner, but better sound can be had from cheaper decks.

£2390 Oct96  With its battery supply and ultra-quiet DC motor, the Pink displays great accuracy and neutrality. A top-ftight deck.
£1295 Jan 97  An undoubted bargain and class leader in all areas with a precise, confident and well-balanced sound.

£2500 Oct92  This is a deck for those with a substantial record collection who demand the best. Exemplary sound.

£1000 Apr97 Looks expensive at £1000, but don't let that put you off the capable standard version,

£1775 Jul 96 Gives a technically excellent rendition but fails to really communicate the emotion in music.

£2000 Mar98 Offers clarity in abundance with a natural ease. Looks gorgeous too.

Phono stages £ Year Verdict

Prices shown
are those at the
time of review

One of the best MC phono stages on the market at the price
£110 Nov97 Smooth and truly musical, exceedingly worthy entry-level phono stage.

£350 Sep 97 A beautifully made, tine sounding device that looks great too.

£495 Oct94  Could be too forceful for some, but with excellent detail and extremely powerful bass.

oL Unison Simply Phono £510 £419 Kef Model 30B Subwoofer £500 £399
Ampllflers Cont . .. l Unison Simply 4 Int Amp £1595 £1299 M K MX1.50 THX Subwoofer £1500 £1199
T P — sffomcrio Unison Research Simply 845 £3095 £2399 Martin Logan Request (Mint) £5875 £4869
oplan nt Amp Meridian DSP 5000 (Black £3885 £2999
Copland CTA301 Pre-Amp {Ex Demo) £1249 £779 CD Player Trans & DAC’s l Me:;d::: Sl (Black) e
EOP:“j gﬁgg: 'F:" A'"Z (Ex Demo) £1698 £1069 Y Mission 750 (Black) £250 £199
oplan ower mp . . .
(Ex Demo) £1420 €899 Audio Alchemy ACD2 CD Player ng'g;ﬁl;?sijiis 20 SE (Cherry)  £2500 :::7{49:
Copland CTA504 Power Amp (Secleglibox) . pe Opera Duetto (Cherry) £400 £319
{Ex Demo) £1999 £1299 Audiolab DAC 20 bit £899 £499
. Opera Platea (Cherry) £800 £639
Cyrus 3l Int Amp £600 £479 Copland CDA - 288 CD Player £1999 £1599 h
Cyrus DAD3 CD Player £600 €479 Pro-Ac Response 2.5 (Cherry) £2700 £2199
Cyrus Power Amp £500 £399 MY rontz CO17 K Sianatur £1100 £849 Pro-Ac Response 3.8 (Rosewood) £4390 £3299
Cyrus Pre-Amp £650 £529 ? - gnature Pro-Ac Response 5 (Rosewood) £9995 £6999
Cyrus PSX-R PSU £330 £269 Micromega Stage 5 CD Player £750 £549 Pro-Ac Studio 100 €699  £549
Meridian 501 Pre-Amp £740 £590 Musical Fidelity E61 CD Player £299 £229 Pro-Az TO?)'(;' (Cherry) €500 £479
idi . 149 Pink Tr.angle Literal CD Player £2200 £1499 Z =
Meridian 502 Pre-Amp £1385 £1 K d iy . Quad ESL63 £3500 €1999
Meridian 556 Power Amp o . Sk SBIEST (A6 EEEE s~ Sonus Faber Electa Amator 2 £2849 £2349
mww: Efje:{'y QZPZO Int Amp E?ZZ :;:?:Z S k Wilson Audio Witt Mk 1 £8888 £6199
usical Fidelity X Pre eaKers | Wilson Benesch Orator
Musical Fidelity XAS0 Mono Blocks ~ £499  £399 p ! (Cherry, Graded) £2900 £1899
No.d 208.THX Power Amp - Bal £1100 2732 ARS Reference Monitors Wilson Benesch Actor
g iRP'“' % zg?go ;:;499 (A High-End Steal, Marked) £8995 £5795 (Cherry, Graded) £4000 £2499
ass Alep O] Castle Avon Speakers £729 £549
E: i“j@ Ezgg P’Z'A"‘P (Ex Demo)  £998 ggz Casfle Seven:2 jBlack) £579 £429 -
ol Al Epso ES22 (C £1385 £949 st
PS Audio PS6.1 Pre-Amp (Ex Demo) £799  £449 =4 ng :R:f;:flo " el M0
PS Audio P$6.2 Pre-Amp (Ex Demo)  £899  £549 f Mol 1 (Block T
ZSA;";'; ie"" 2°:e' ‘Z‘ge'“c’l’ 2 Kef Model 1 {Santos Rosewood) ~ £1399 £999
wbor) il s 230 sieh
(riz::::)m e zggg gi:f; Kef Model 3 Speakers (Block) £2250 £1699 Trading Station

Sales/Expert Advice

(01733) 555514

Business Hours: Tues - Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm, Closed Modays. Visitors & Demonstrations by appointment

The Hi-Fi Company Trading Station. 35 Cowgate, Peterborough, PE1 1LZ - N a
All major Credit Cards accepted s -
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Phono stages £ Year Verdict

I} > £340 t Very fine phono stage with precise imagery and a bargain at the price. | Prices hO
Lanmann Biack Cube £398 Oct98 Capable of involvement, neutrality and insight usually the preserve of stages three or four times the price. S wn
LFO Mistral £299 Sep 97 The most lucid and musical budget phono stage around - a true audiophile bargain. I are those at the
Musical Fidality X-LP £13C May99 First-ciass inexpensive phono stage. MM and MC inputs catered for. Low on distortion, high on clarity, build legendary. | = ]

NAD PP1 £40 Sep 98 At this price the NAD is an accomplished all-rounder. Slowish bass will suit leaner systems though. time Of review
QED Discsavar £35 Jan 97 A ba-gain. Beguilingly musical presentation, with mare than enough detail and power for a mere £35.

Rotel RQ-970BX £13¢ Nov 94 Combine with a good cheap line level Integrated and it will show you how good vinyl can be. 1

Sonneteer SedigyMCIMM, £399 May 98 The Sedley combines transparency and fine dynamics with excellent rhythmic ability.
‘Unison Simply Phono £495 "Mar96 Liquid sound with great dynamics, but a little hissy and muddled too. Begulling, but not perfect..

Antrwm Prs 1P £89S Aug98 Despite a sizeable price tag the Anthem offers a smooth, lucid sound and superb build quality.
Audio Innovations P2 £74S Feb 96 Fantastic bass and super insight make this one of the best phono stages around.

Auniciat 8000PPA £80C Oct94 Instruments can have a somewhat fiat perspective, but excellent clarity

Kinshaw Perception £525 Oct94 Extremely impressive results, especially with MM cartridges.

Linn Linto £850 Oct97  Marries beautifully into the Linn family, but not too hot with other components.

Michell Iso £528 Oct94 Gives athoroughly cohesive picture of a recording with a very tight and rhythmical bass.

KWhchetl 150 HR £85C May 93 Perhaps too good for some record collections.Extremey revealing

Roksan Artaxerxes/DS5. £945 Oct97 Doesn't worry about genre, it just gets on with the job of making music in an enjoyable way.

Sanic Frontiers Phono 1 £200C Apr98 Expensive, yes, overpriced, no. The Phono 1 is a superb al-round phono stage A
Cartridges £ Year Verdict Sonic Frontiers
| S0 T B 0 O e e e
Clearaudio Alpha £13C0 Apr99 Tends to sound quite hard at the top but imaging and deatil are good. Best in a warm system.

Dener: DL103M £110 " Aug 97 First manufactured in 1963, it sounds mature and sure-footed rather than over the hill.

Denon OL110 £65 Mar 94 May be a little soft-natured for some. Splendid dynamics and an even tonal balance.

ONM Mica £185 Feb98 Betters Goldring’s 1042 without difficulty. MC quality frem an MM

Goldring 1042 £90 Jan 93  One of the best MMs at the price with strainless delivery.

Golinng 1C12GX £60 Jul 93 Great with Rock music, the 1012GX is the best value low-price MM

Grado Prestige Silver £11§  Apr97 Good tracking and inoffensive sound, but somehow lacks sparkle in any department.

Linn K9 £58 Sep 94 Rnythmic bite compensates for a lack of vibrancy in music (MM).

Ortofon 540 £100 Jan93 Smooth operator and very good value for money (MM).

Ortofon MC15 Super |1 £11C  Mar95 In the right system, can be masterful with its dry and acurate response

Ortofon MC25E £170 Sep 95 A considerable achievement that adds true verve a pizzazz to the MC15 Super Il

Raksan Corus Bluck £120 Jan93  Light and dry presentation with good presentation (MM).

Slate Brazen MM £18% Sep 97 If you like the V15 you'll love the Brazen. Works well with an SME 3009.

Sumiko Biue Point £100 Oct92  Excellent value for money. It does its job of transcribing the information on the disc without fuss or bother.

Cirtiidge Man Music Maker £549 Feb 99  Good price, high output and a winning musicality make this Moving Iron cartridge the one to beat.

DNM Lexe €130 Jan 99 A Goldring make-over that tracks well and sounds good. Pricey, though.

DNM Rica MM Caidridge s €255 Jun 98  This betters the Mica, has super-MM virtues

Dynavector DV20X-H £299 May 99 Delighttully musical sound makes the Dynavector a very stron contender in the budget MC stakes.

EMT HST6 £850 Oct 96  Solid bass and smooth, musical sound make this rare MC cartridge worth the money.

Goldring Excel VX £495 May 97 Has tine midrange clarity, but is bettered in other ares by cheaper competitiors.

Lutn Al £12068 Dec 97 Linn fans will love it but it's up against strong competition. van den Hul
Linn Kiyde £489 Jun95 Sumptious sounding cartridge that borders on the bass heavy but has a good feel for music. Grasshopper.
Lyra Lydian £649 Jun95 Extermely smooth, civilised MC with no obvious weakresses

Ortofon Jubilee £1256 Mar 99  Detalled, musical and sure-footed, the Jubilee goes a long way towards justifying its elevated price tag.

Oitofon MC25F £225 Sep95 Delightfully sweet, musical sound with added refinemet on FL that takes some beating

Ortofon MC30 Supréme © £450 Jun 95 Involving yet refined presentation but some could feel it's slightly coloured.

Ortofon MC7500 £2000 May 94 Conveys the full gamut of emotion from A-Z with the fervour of a live concent. Expensive, but the business

Ortofon Rohmann £1000 Apr96 A top quality MC with superb tonal quality and excellent imagery.

Shure V15VxMR €295 Mar97 Wam, dynamic rendition of music with great detail and impact (MM)

Transtiguration Spirit £1000 Jul 98 A balanced all-rounder that misses out only on the last ounce of detail and bass weight.

Van Osn Hul MC10 £840 Jun95 The MC10 is very hard to faull. A honey, pure and simple.

VOH Grasshopper IV £3750 Dec 95 Allows music to flow with superb fluidity and reveal things which were previously unheard - at a price!

Wide
range of Division of Ha LFIN
popular, classic, 50 years of experience.

vintage, rare i i
E[ectrgn Tubes Electronic Tube On Line Shopping peshipyworldwide.

from STOCK.

37/39

> Quai aux
Web site Pierres de Taille

: B-1000 Brussels
Free membership ' BELGIUM

gives access to the gateway = www.halfin.com/shop
of the ] world. ‘ Phone:+ 32.2.218 10 11 Fax: +32.2.218 69 98
E.Mail:etols@halfin.com
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Tone-arms £ Year Verdict

Prices ShOWn ec onstruction won't worry SME but its sound quality will unsettie a iot of the competiton.
h varies Nov 97 These modified arms are a considerable improvement on the originals

are those at t e £689 Jan 93 Tight, neutral sound with good tonality, but lacks the IVs pace and precision.

time of review

£828 Mar92 Sexy chassis and staggenng engineernng along with potent performance earn it a piace in audo history.

Tuners £ Year Verdict

Although it has a tempting price, its sound qua is poor compared with its rivals.
£230 Mar97 An attractive, smooth sounding tuner that won't break the bank.

€180 Feb99 The T500 Is one of the most gifted tuners under £500; a very accomplished all-round pertormer.
£200 Jul 96 Sound quality is generally impressive. Let down by a rather constricted sound stage, but still good value.
£130 Feb97 Smooth, even balance allows the KT-2080 to convince with whatever it's receiving. £130 well spent.

£150 Oct97 The ST-57 is a smooth, warm tuner but lacks a little clanty and transparency.

£299 Apr94 Musical, comunicative and extremely detalled and a steal at the price.

£190 Jun 96 A remarkably musical and natural sounding tuner. Unbeatable at the price, or even twice the price for that matier.
£160 May 94 A competent machine, but time has taken its toll on the sound quality.

£300 Dec98 One sole mark against the class-leading transparency is its slightly dry character.

£230 Jan95 Sounds on the whole more than its price, but In other respects it isn’'t especially competitive.

£175 Aug94 The RT-930AX is a glowing little bargain. real quality at a very reaslitic price.

£250 Apr97 The Sony is worth every penny of its asking price. If you're a fan of radio this Is one to go for.

£180 Aug97 The ST-SE700 is one of the best at this price. LW reception is a welcome bonus.

£140 Jun 95 Nota bad buy at all and a very good fit for budget and mid-price systems.
£200 Feb95 If you want something for casual listening with superior asthetics, this might be the one for you.

Hadcock 228 SE.

May 93  Quite musical but does not rejuvenate the waves! Good solid performance but less than luxurlous.
£4347 Nov 94 This is not a cheap tuner, but its cheaper than buying a radio station, which is the only possible alternative.
£399 May 98 A great little tuner. This is the one in the price bracket.

£400 Mar98 A stylish, well-built tuner which has a detailed sound but needs careful partnering

£1350 Mar 95 Whether it's sweaty disco or symphony hall, the Fanfare comes up to scratch.

£300 Oct95 A good value, excellent sounding rds tuner, but lacks full EON facilities

£1645 Mar 92 Commendable basic performance but, considering the price there are limitations.

£749 Apr92  Worth auditioning but bass rather dry and light.

£600 May 99 Knock-out build quality and rich velvety sound. Poor-signal mute a bit too enthusiastic.

£660 Mar96 A clear, natural sound with good punch. Has strong rivals at the price, but acquits itself well.

£700 Jul 95 An unusual design from Micromega that’s well built but sonically unrewarding and expensive.

£330 Jul94 Well worth auditioning, even if you've never previously considered a receiver.

£499 Sep 93 Soft and pure, especially across the midband. Speech very well reproduced plus solid weighty bass.

£350 Nov 95 Well engineered and competent tuner, but a little uninspiring.

£895 Mar94 This classy looking tuner can hold its head up high amongst the best tuners at the price.
£500 Apr95 The price of twenty concert tickets, and for that you can listen as if you were there. A bargain.

£1100 Mar 99 Extremely well built with a lucid if slightly dry sound. The only real drawback is the high price.
£500 Dec 97 An otherwise competent tuner is let down by a rather processed character.

Cassette £ Year Verdict
Rotel Michi Tuner.

No Doiby S, but three heads and two capstans make the Alwa a bargain.
£160 May96 Good enough for the price and no worse than the competition.

£230 Aug 96 Top sound quality with ferric and chrome makes this deck a steal.

£299 Sep98 Only the lack of Dolby S conspires against the otherwise excellent JVC.

£200 Jan 97 Stable transport gives fine results on metal and chrome. Rough on ferrics.
£230 Jan 96 Decent playback and good recording when used carefully.

£270 Sep 95 Excellent electronics are let down by a low-grade transport.

£230 Oct95 A solid, competent machine which is reasonable value for money.

£150 Dec 93 Auto-tuning is mediocre and the general results are unexceptional.

£170 Jan93 A mix of average heads and electronics doesn’t make for happy taping.

£100 Apr97 The V-610's performance matches its price well, but audiophile it isn't.-
£150 Sep 94 Satsfactory for in-car recordings, but the low price shows.

£250 Sep 97 The '580 lives up to its SE tag with a fine performance in all areas.

LAT INTERNATIONAL
World Ofoss Cobifes Made in US A

AC-2 Power cable - Silver clad, Teflon insulated at 10awg; this
is the largest gauge of power cord we know of. The design of our
shielding system effectively eliminates interferences from
RF and EMI sources. Fitted
with a MK Tough plug and
IEC or Fig of eight
connector.  European con-
nectors also available. Hi-Fi World Aug 99
Solder connections  with “gained speed, control &
Wonder Solder. 2ft £49, 3ft £59, involvement. Improved
41t £69, 6ft £89. Other lengths to cohesion and musicality”
order. 4, 6 and 8 way all steel distribution boxes with 3 ft of cable
2700 walt SIGNATURE SUB-WOOFER 13 INGH CUBE 16 Hz & MK Tough plug £149, £179, £209. Analogue Interconnects,
R elRcn5eon UnonThames IC-50, IC-80, IC 100, IC, 200. - refer What Hi Fi for review ratings.

e o
m@q@@ @ @© TS {0) 181 241 9826 &f&dﬂ/td& Hi-Fi World Sep 99 - IC-50 ‘this months bargain”

Aeowstics
Avante Garde RX20 - a mere 36" tall and 12" x 12" at
the base - Absolute Sound review - “a true
torture test with a bass line that's big, super fast and
continuous - the Gershman's handled it beautifully, servo
driven Infinity RS1 towers have more power but are way
too slow. The Magnepan MG3.5/R’s, can’'t match the
low bass impact of the Avant Gardes, only the Thiel 3.6
can handle this track with aplomb and even they don't
sound quite as fast. Unquestionably, the Avant Gardes
are a tremendously musical loudspeakers”.
X-1, Specter, Enigma 500-X, GAP-520X

Sunfire Corporation

AC2 X
POWER CORD

“For the money,
that's no mean feat”
Hi Fi Word June 99

TUBE PRE AMP, POWER AMPS 300 & 600 wpc
FIVE CHANNEL AMP 200 wit X §
2700 watt TRUE SUB WOOFER 11 CH CUBE 18 HZ

Far 44 (0) 161 241 0099 *kddkx WHAT-HIFI?  Speaker cables - SS800, BIWIRE, SS1000

E-Mail cweere @mcmail com
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Cassette £ Year Verdict

ice-free playback is mirrored by impressive recording.
€300 Jan92 On the right tapes, the Denon repays with delightful sound quality.

£400 Sep92 Disappointing on mplay but recording is another kettle of fish altogether.

€330 Dec94 Convincing all-rounder except for heavy-handed notse reduction.

€500 Jan 92 The Cassette Deck 1.5 has no rivals in its ability to recraate a realistic performance.

€780 Jun93 Not perfect but as close as you can get for the money.

£300 Mar93 Unfortunately keeping the price down keeps performance below Nak's norm.

£350 Oct94 Top transport but the electronics aren’t on a par.

€£1000 Mar97 On chrome and ferric, the '95 is smooth and natural. Not so good with metals.

£340 Feb 99 Three heads, ease of use and high quality make the Dolby S equipped Precision a strong contender
£430 Jun96 Complex but superb in every important area.

€330 Feb94 Muffled on pre-recordeds but pulls out all the stops on recordings.

£550 Nov97 Solid build and so'id sounds. Top-notch at the price. Nakamichi DR1.
£650 Aug 95 One of the highest quality Dolby S decks avallable.

£300 Jul 96 Excellent bass but mid and trebie lack dynamics. Auto-tunes poorly on metal.

DVD £ Year Verdict

Prices shown

Aug 98 The Denon is a fine performer with CD and better stili with 24/96. are those at the
£1500 Mar 99 Build is second to none. Sound is very solid convincing, but not as musical as the 3000. time of review
€700 Jul 98 The A350 wipes out the CD-only competition at the price and threatens players up to £2000.
£1000 Nov 98 Isn’t cheap, but it's an outstanding portable and a capable domestic device.
£700 Aug 98 The Sony is warm and smooth but lacks clarity and precision.

Headphones £ Year Verdict

y and transparent panel-like sound.
€100 Mar99 Clarity and openness are their traits, rather than slammmg bass, but still good value.
£200 Nov 98 In the company of a smooth, warm system the 580s can shine.
£1000 Feb95  Electrostatic that set a class standard and can put a case for chucking out your power amp and "speakers.
£80 May 98 Have a lot of potential but basic operating problems have to be cleaned up first.
£50 Nov 95  Excitement that is rarely heard in headphones, but have a little trouble with heavy orchestra’ loads.

CD Transports £ Year Verdict Panasonic DVD.

£1249 Distinguished by a wide array of facilities. Thoughtfully designed and high quality.
£1808 Smooth and cohetive. The Disc Master looks good and comes with the Dac Master within the price.

£695 Mar 95 Solid and lifelike sound with Rock music and full bodied on Classical.

£530 Feb92  Superb build for the money and a very musical sound. Benefits greatly from clocking.

£3435 Apr93 Excellent build quaity and a sound quality to match

£1595 Jun 94  Isn't cheap but has a solid dependable sound with a big. powerful presentation.

£1695 Jun 97 The belt drive is an Interesting idea but the Parasound is bettered by cheaper transports.

£1448 Feb 95 Hean-stopping spred and impact contribute to what is an exceptionally good machine.

£450 Jul96  Good, clean dynamic sound with a neutral and pure midrange tone.

£2295 Aug 96 Top flight machine with an easy, musical and enjoyable sound, for those that can afford it.

£6999 Sep 98 A handsome machine both sonically and @sthetically. We love the camera aperture-style loading system.
£2500 Jun 97  Costs a lot of money and sounds nothing short of superb.

£499 Feb 95 Enjoyable player with good insight. Good finish and keen pricing make it a thoroughly good buy.

£900 Jun 96 A soft and warm sound will please vinyl lovers, but it's riot the last word in detail.

£1208 Apr96 A warm and musical sound with a taste of high-end refinement and detail.

CD Convertors £ Year Verdict

Smooth, natural and relaxed, highly persuasive with acoustic material. A bit soft on Rlock and Dance
£750 Aug 97 Smooth and accurate treble and easy-going rhythm. Measured and engaing; good value too. . |
£900 Aug 97 Treble roll-off serves to remove some of the music’s sparkle; lags behind the group leaders somewhat. Sonic Frontiers 3.
£150 Jun 95  Instant upgrade for a budget player but out of its depth within a properly designed hi-fi CD player.

Are you making the right connections?

Send for Britain’s biggest catalogue of R ~ PR oo e oo Rt A - ~g ST
specialist cable and connections.

All available by mail order. e

Address

Phone 0181-942 9124 or clip i /\

the coupon for your Free copy i
E Postcode - QJ‘STQ"
1 NO FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED %.E

Send to: Custom Cable Service / ™
PO Box 4007 ! * Catatoy,.

London SW17 8XG .
HFW 10/99 S ——

CUSTOM CABLE

PO Box 4007, London SW17 8XG
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Midiman Flying Calf.

Prices shown
are those at the
time of review

Leak TL12 Point
One.

Thorens TD124.

CD Convertors £ Year Verdict

£1700 Dec 98 The Chord combines composure with musicality and transparency. Fort Knox build and priced to match.
£239 Jun99 Combined DAC and passive pre-amp; at the money there is no competition.

£795 Mar 95 Powerful, taut bassand remarkably solid higher frequencles. A nice touch with acoustic muslic especially.
£825 Aug97 An engrossing listen with good manners to boot. Never uninvolving or lacklustre, plays with realism.

£300 Nov 95 Don't be misled by the name - it's the budget convertor to have. Impossible to criticise for the money.
£8000 Jun 98 A real smoothie for high-end digital conversion. Given the right transport, an outstanding sound is on the cards
£895 Aug 97 If detail is high on your list of priorities, with forceful, hard-edged presentation, this looks like a very good bet.
£109 Feb93 A great little DAC which simply can't be beaten at the price. A bargain in all areas.

£300 Jun98 First-class as a DAC; doubles as an ADC for archiving to CDR - great value.

£595 Aug97 Never offensive; its multi-bit convertor packs a mighty bass punch. Useful analogue volume control.

£795 May 95 Delicate brightness does a lot to open out music and create a sense of space.

£300 Jan99 Crisp. detailed and dynamic. the MF is a genuine music maker, if a touch hard and bright at times.

£300 Nov 97 Outstanding value for money. Excellent sound in the usual attractively styled package.

£399 Jun 95 Nicely built using quality components, the DA-188 has a lively sound. Solid bass, tidy midrange and crisp trebie.
£1400 Feb 95 An old hand at the game. One of the first HDCD-compatible convertors is still a fine piece of gear.

£699 Nov 95 A fine musical performance makes this idiosyncratic CD convertor worth searching out.

£450 Jul 96 An affordable route into two-box players. Good, clean dynamic sound with a neutral and pure mid-range tone.
£240 Jan 95 Easy and fun to build, competitively priced and delivers fine sonic results.

£7000 Sep 98 An awful lot of money - use it forever. Quality which can outlive any amount of cheaper purchases.

£699  Jul 85 The Transdac has a smooth and focussed sound. but partnered with the Ultra Jitterbug looks expensive.

£700 Jun 96 Partnered with the TCD 2000, produces a sound that is certainly focussed, deatiled and spacious.

£1200 Apr96  Ataste of the elegantly smooth, slightly laid-back sound - the epitome of American good taste.

World Classics Section

Nakamichi (varnious) See main Guide
Yamaha TC-800GL Early classic in serious cassette. Its ski-slope looks got it a cult following once it had ceased to be simply ugly.

Mendian 207 Beautifully-built two-box with pre-amp stage. Very musical although not as refined as modern Bitstream gear. No digital output.
Pioneer PD-91 Built-to-last player with easy upgrade routes for modifiers. Not knockout as it stands but get one cheap and have a go!

Leak Point One, TL12 & TL10 Ancestors of hi-fi, consequently expensive nowadays. As with all vintage stuff, overhauling is de rigueur before use.

Leak Pre-amps Line of ‘good for their time’ pre-amps. Use of EF86 pentode for high gain rules out ultra performance. Not the highest-fi.
Leak Stereo 20 Excellent workaday classic. In good order the 20 will not disgrace itself. Various upgrades are available from specialist repairers.
Leak TL12+ Plentiful monobloc equivalent of Stereo 20. Reasonably inexpensive and a tweakers’ dream. Genuine hi-fi on a budget.
NAD 3020 You can't argue with success! NAD's budget integrated gave thousands their first taste of hi-fi and remains great value.

Quad 33 By no means a bad job and value for money. With its matching 303 pre-amp makes a good introduction to audio classics.
Quad il One of the all-time classic mono amplifiers. Unusual circuit but it works beautifully. 22 pre-amp not up to today’s standards.
Sugden A21 Seventies transistor integrated has an eminently likeable smoothness and musicality. Limited inputs via DIN sockets.
Technics SE-A5 Mk2 Nice transformer and electronics. shame about the casework. With tweaking, this 150watter can sound sweet.

Klipschorn Not exactly plentiful or cheap but a splendid beast. For efficiency they have seldom been equalled. Space hungry!

Leak Sandwich Rather warm sounding big infinite baffie but cheap with it. With reasonably powerful amp can sound quite satisfying.

Lowther PM6A High quality full-range driver; still manufactured. High sensitivity, as fitted to many classic horn designs.

Magneplanar SMGa Touch dry in the bass but a technological 'speaker with genuinely musical abilities. Usual warnings re: dipoles apply.

Mission 770 Father of the 77 range which continues to this day. Well mannered with a warm sound and a kind load to amplifiers.
Quad ESL57 Unrivalled. Properly serviced there is nothing like ‘em. Their natural presentation may make them cawviar to the general.

Tannoy GRF & Autograph Folded horn monsters which certainly sound good if you have the space. For Tannoy vintage see HFW November 1998.
‘Wharfedate Super 8 RS DD Ideal experimenters’ driver. High sensitivity ~14,000 Gauss magnet and extended frequency range. Inexpensive too!

Yamaha NS1000M Hi-tech favourites of the Japanese and Americans. Viewed more warily in the UK but can give excellent results.
TannoyYork, Lancaster etc. Many similar models of infinite baffle or reflex design. Not the last word in tautness but the drivers work well in modern cabinets

Acos Lustre Very honest piece of kit, well made and easily adjusted. Vinyl beginners could do very much worse.

Alphason HR100S Sirst class arm, up to present-day standards. Buy carefully, though, as there's no service available now.

Ariston RD11 A one-time king of turntables very similar to the Linn LP12. Now deposed but worth a look at the right price.

Garrard 301 & 401 Legendary and fairly plentiful. Excellent back-up available; many different custom plinths available. High quatity.

Goldring Lenco 88 & 99 Great deck for the kitchen table enthusiast. Garrard fans won't look at ’'em but cheap and capable. Servicing available.
Hadcock 228 Recently out-classed by Hadcock's updated 228 Special Edition but a proper hi-fi arm for all that. Makers still service.

Linn Axis Uncomplicated, lower-price version of the famous Sondek. Considerably less expensive than some of its stablemates.
Michedl Focus One 20 years and still going strong Farly runner in the modern’ turntable ¢ye le with a tirst <lass arm. Factory servicing available
Shure M75 Recent line-contact Improvements have lett the M75 behind but the wide range of needles make it a handy tool.

SME 3009 1S Everlasting classic tone-arm. Spares permanently available from SME. No longer the last word but peanuts second-hand.
Thorens TD124 Best classic deck ever? Judging by the prices they felch it's possible - 78rpm too!

Thorens TD150 Mid-price deck with a keen following. No real difficulty with servicing - novices may find the suspension system unnerving

Trio L-07D Knockout heavyweight from 1980 with stainless bearing and 111b platter! Not a give-away and beware! - spares scarce.

Leak Troughline (onginal) interesting ornament but no longer hi-fi. Bandwidth limited to 88MHz to 100MMHz only.

Leak Troughline Il & Il mono Arguably the best-sounding tuners ever. Adaptation for stereo easy via phono mulitiplex socket.

Leak Troughtine I} Stereo Excellent tuner with indifferent stereo decoding circuit. Best when adapted to use modern outboard decoder.

Marantz ST-8 Possibly the ultimate Tardis console, including an oscilloscope for checking the strength of signal. Expensive even now.
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WELCOME TO OUR 5%

N

MARKET PLACE

Here you will find a variety of stalls
offering a wide range of products.

Look out for our regulars, some of
whom have sales on, with some
real bargains to be had.

So if you’re looking for a great deal
this summer, then look no further.




Previously Cherished Items,

@ Clearance
Iterns
Our Original
Price  Retail Price
Exposure V Active x over {3 Way) £ 29500 £ 99500
EAD 7000 Transport £ 895.00* € 2495.00
Magnum P200 pre amp £ 895.00* £ 1895.00
Alon PW1 Subwoofer (Passive) £ 29500 £ 750.00
Gale 401 £ 25000 £ -
Kinshaw Overture Phono £ 19500 £ 395.00
( 72’ New in
POWER AMPLIFIERS
Conrad Johnson Prem 113 £ 2495.00 £ 3500.00
Mark Levinson 331 £ 2995.00 £ 5000.00
Jeff Rowland Synergie + External power supply€ 3200.00 £ 5000.00
PRE AMPLIFIERS
Conrad Johnson PV10A £ 89500 £ 1300.00
SPEAKERS
Meridian DSP 5000 £ 2495.00 € 3300.00
Meridian DSP 5000 C {centre) £ 1150.00 £ 1750.00
Meridian M 2500 Sub £ 1095.00 £ 1600.00
Quad ESL 63 £ 1895.00 € 3600.00
Meridian DSP 5500 £ 4300.00 £ 6000.00
Thiel C$1.5 £ 1595.00 £ 2700.00
A.TC. SCM 1000 SL Active Speaker £ 4500.00 £ 7000.00
Sonus Faber Extrema + Stands £ 399500 £ 6500.00
AV COMPONENTS
Meridian 565 {AC3, THX, Dolby, Prologic) £ 199500 £ 2850.00
Meridian 518 Digital Audio Processor £ 55000 £ 950.00
C.D PLAYERS & DACS
Marantz CD 94 mk Il Transport & DAC £ 69500 £ -
Meridian 500 C.D. Transport £ 179500 £ 1245.00
Meridian 565 (THX, Dolby. Prologic) £ 149500 £ 2500.00
Meridian 508 24 bit player £ 1695.00 £ 2200.00
Pink Triangle Numeral 24 bit DAC £ 700.00 £ 1048.00
Pink Triangle Literal transport £ 149500 £ 2200.00
Audiolab 8000 CDM transport £ 79500 £ 1200.00
Meridian 563 dac 20 bit £ 49500 € 950.00
Wadia 6 CD Player £ 199500 £ 3600.00
TURNTABLES/ ANALOGUE/ VARIOUS
Linn LP12/ Akito/ Avondale £ 69500 £ 1300.00
Counterpoint SA9 Phono stage £ 1750.00 € 3500.00
Zeta V.D.H Silver wired tone arm £ 39500 £ 795.00

Ay Power
: Amplifiers

Copeland CSA 14 Integrated (Silver) £ 79500 £ 1195,00
Restek Extract Monoblocks (180 watt) £ 1995.00 £ 3500.00
Mark Levinson 331 £ 3395.00 € 5000.00
Krell KAS 2 Monoblock £ 9995.00 £18000.00
Michell Alecto Stereo £ 99500 £ 1500.00
Jadis JA500 £ 799500 £21000.00
Boulder 102 AE £ 2650.00 £ 3400.00
Boulder 500 AE £ 2995.00 " £ 5000.00
Audio Note P1 SE £ 500.00*€ 950.00
Jadis JA 80 Monoblocks £ 4995.00 £10000.00
Audion Golden Knights £ 1995.00 * £ 4000.00
Jadis Defy 7 mk il} £ 3250.00£ 4790.00
Micromega Tempo 2 Integrated £ 550.00"€ 900.00
Krell FPB 600 £ 8995.00 £12900.00
Krell KSA 250 £ 2750.00 £ 6700.00
Audio Note Ankoru Monoblocks £ 8500.00 £14500.00
Micromega amp £ 695.00*€ 1295.00
Micromega Tempo P £ 695.00*£ 1250.00
FM Acoustics 611X Resolution Power £14995.00 £22000.00
Audio Research M300 £ 4995.00 £12000.00
Lamm M1 Monoblocks {100W)} ¢ POA £ POA
Quad 77 Integrated (Quadiink) £ 49500 £ 700.00
EAR 519 £ 2695.00 £ 4699.00
VTL 225 Monoblocks £ 2250.00 £ 5000.00
Audio Note Kassi £12995.00 £30800.00
Audio Note Kagon £29500.00 £80000.00
Exposure Dual Reg {V £ 89500 £ 1800.00
Krell 508 £ 2250.00 £ 3690.00
Exposure XV integrated £ 35000 £ 750.00
Aura Evolution A100 £ 19500 £ 350.00
Exposure XIt psu £ 49500 £ -
Musical Fidelity F19 £ 2250.00 £ 4000.00
Krell KSA 808 £ 1850.00 £ 4000.00
Krell KSA 50 mk (I £ 99500 € 3000.00
KSA 2008 £ 249500 £ 6000.00
Audio Research D130 £ 1395.00 £ 1850.00

£ 69500 £ 1000.00
£ 59500 £ -

£ 2250.00 £ 3500.00
£ 850.00 £ 950.00

Electrocompaniet ECI-2 Integrated
Denon 4400 Monoblocks {New)
Conrad Johnson Prem 11A (Stereo)
Meridian 556 Power amp

. Pre
Amplifiers

£ 3995.00 £ 8000.00
£ 650.00*£ 1095.00

Jeff Rowland Consumate + Phono (3box)
Meridian 541 Dolby Surround

Audio Research LS7 £ 1095.00 £ 1620.00
F M Acoustics 266 Resolution £10995.00 £17000.00
Krell KRC2 £ 2200.00 £ 4190.00
Meridian 501.2 {New) £ 59500 £ 700.00
Quad 34 £ 22000 £ -

EAR 802 (inc phono) £ 650.00 £ 1200.00
Musical Fidelity F25 £ 795.00 £ 1500.00
C.AT. SL1 Signature mk Iil £ 4500.00 £ 6900.00
Conrad Johnson Prem 78 £ 5995.00 £11000.00

- Qualit
O Speakers

Wilson 3/2 (Black) £ 5995.00 £15000.00

Thiel C$1.5 £ 159500 * € 2700.00
B & W 801 Series 2 (Black Ash} £ 189500 £ 4000.00
Apogee Stage £ 995.00 £ 3000.00
Sonus Faber Guarneri £ 4500.00 £ 6500.00
Roksan ROK 1 £ 29500 € 600.00
Wilson System V.1 (Black} £12000.00 £18000.00
Rogers LS3/ 5A Black {NEW) £ 57500 £ 798.00
Rogers AB1 Sub (NEW)} £ 39500 £ 598.00
Monitor Audio Studio 50SE (Black Laquer) € 3500.00 £ 4799.00
Linn Khelids {Oak) £ 39500 € 750.00
Rogers LS55 (New) £ 33000 £ 430.00
Aliante Spazio £ 25000 £ 500.00
Kef C95 £ 25000 £ =

Martin Logan Stylos £ 2200.00 £ 2900.00
Monitor Audio Studio 50SE £ 249500 £ 4000.00
AE 2 (Piano Biack) £ 79500 £ 1495.00
B&WCDM1 £ 37500 £ 600.00
Roger LS35A £ 29500 € 798.00
Alon Adriana {New} £ Special £10000.00
Alon V mklll £ Special £ 5500.00

X CD Players

& DACS

£ 15000 £ -
£ 4250.00 £ 5000.00
£ 450.00"€ 995.00

Cambridge Dac Magic
Mark Levinson No 39
M C Cormack DAC-1

Forsell Air Ref Transport mk Il £ 499500 £ 8000.00
Forsell Air Ref dac £ 2995.00 £ 5800.00
Mark Levinson 30.5/31 £11500.00 £24000.00
Meridian 566 DAC (20 Bit) £ 89500 £ 1095.00
DPA PDM 1 mk HI £ 550.00 £ 1000.00
Naim CD2 £ 169500 £ 2200.00
Krell KPS 255 £13995.00 £19995.00
Kreil KAV 300 CD £ 2500.00 £ 3500.00
Quad 77 CD Player (Quadlink) £ 49500 £ 700.00
Genesis Digital Lens £ 109500 £ 1900.00
Meridian 203 dac £ 22500 £ 500.00
Pink Triangle de Capo/ Cardinal £ 149500 € 2331.00
Arcam Alpha plus £ 19500 € 500.00
Naim CD 3.5 + Flat Cap £ 99500 £ 1500.00
Naim COI £ 119500 £ 2000.00

Turntables

Voyd Reference/ Reference Power supply/ Helios Cyalene/ Audio Note 10

fimited + P/S £11500,00 £22000,00
Roksan Xerses/ Linn Akito/ PSIIl/ DSU £ 650.00 € 1200.00
Piere Lurne J1/SL5 £ 1500.00 * € 4500.00
Forsell Air Force One £11995.00 £25000.00
Linn Kiyde £ 45000 £ 600.00

Pink Triangle PT Too Ref Bearing, platter, clamp £ 595.00*£ 950.00
Transparent Musiclink Reference

{RCA-RCA) £ 1000.00 € 2200.00
Transparent Musicwave Ultra Bi-Wire 3.6mtr £ 1600.00 £ 3300.00
Linn LP12/ARO/Armegeddon/ Prefix/

Hi Cap/ 17 DIl £ 2500.00 £ 4000.00
Lyra Parnasus {NEW) £ 1200.00 £ 2000.00
Clear Audio Master Reference/ Clear Audio Insider Reference
(Wood) £ 8995.00 £16000.00
Basis Debut Gold/ Graham Model 2.0 {Ceramic) £ 7500.00 £12500.00
Linn LP12/ LVili Lingo Cirkus K9 £ 109500 £ 2000.00
Linn Sondeck LP12 Vallhala/ Basic £ 28500 € -

Pink Triangle Export (Ref bearing & Platter) £ 850.00 £ 1050.00

392 1959 & o181

rsomethin
new from

Choice

STOCKIST OF:

Acoustic Energy, Rockport,

Alon, SME,

ATC, Soundstyle,
Boulder, Tara Labs,
Bryston, Target,

CA.T, Totem,

Chord, Trichord,
ClearAudio, Trilogy,
Elemental Audio, van den Hul,
Graham, VP,

Helios, XLO,

Lavardin, DVD Players now
Michell, available from g
Musical Fidelity, g:gybi’;f,’;:?""’
Oracle analogue

and digital, and many more.

#® In-depth experience on high end
new and used equipment

%) Best prices paid for top quality
equipment

#) Generous part exchange

% Show room/dem room

¥ Long term trade in policy, to allow
continual upgrading

®) All credit cards inc. Amex

*) Mail order

%) Export service

#) Finance arranged subject to status
%) Widest range available

#® Unbiased advice

#® Unique ‘Hi-Fi Exchange’ - a
computerised database of sales
and wants - will put you in touch

Choice hi-fi make it easy for you to fulfil your
sonic dreams. Quality hi-fi is not just about
expensive brandnames, it's about aspiring to
the very best sound, about choosing your ideal
system from the widest selection in the country,
in a unigue no-pressure environment. It's about
taking advantage of our unrivalled knowledge
and being given the freedom to choose and
upgrade the audio equipment you want, when
you want. Others may sell you hi-fi, Choice hi-fi
will sell you solutions.

392 1963

Stlw ll'blm 10am .to 8pm by appointment
o< or as mew condition - guaranteed
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Sound & Vision o ]
Budget to Esoteric s.
its all here at D L

BARGAIN PRICES

Sale

P WAS oW -
£ 379

ROTEL RC972/RB971 PRE/POW £ 450
COMPACT DISC PLAYERS TECHNICS SUA 700 MK3 £ 250 £ 199
UNISON RESEARCH SIMPLY 845 £ 3085 £ 2469
MARANTZ CD67 Il £ 250 £ 189
MARANTZ CD67 OSE £ 300 £ 215 LOUDSPEAKERS
MARANTZ CD63 Il K.I. £ 400 £ 329
MARANTZ CD17 K.I. £ 1100 £ 899 AE AEGIS ONE £ 150 £ 125
MERIDIAN 200/DPA L8T IIl S/H ¢ - g 599 AEAET09 £ 330 £ 279
R s 10 ¢ 250 ¢ 175 AEAE120SE CH £ 600 £ 479
AE REF. AEQ 11 TEAK £ 845 £ 599
[ENERG 14 £ 370 £ 259 )+ o0TSL RW £ 3055 £1999
PROCEED CDP S/H £3400 £1499 L T E a0 B B
PROCEED CDP £ 3400 £2799
CASTLE SEVERN || £ 580 £ 449
PIONEER PDS 904 £ 400 £ 275 ohoT| E HOWARD S2 MH £ 1200 £ 799
PIONEER PDS505 PRECISION £ 460 £ 359 5ApASON ADEMANTES Ill INC. STANDS £ 2500 £ 1799
ROTEL RCD 951 £ 300 £ 259 EpOs ES22 CH c 1350 £ 949
ROTEL RCD 971 £ 400 £ 339 jaAMO CLASSIC 6 RW £ 330 £ 229
TEAC VRDSTI/DT-I £ 1050 £ 849 gL TI200 BEECH £ 400 £ 299
JBL ESC-550 HOME CINEMA £ 1250 £ 875
AMPLIFIERS
TUNERS
AVI S2000 MP PRE £ 949 £ 649
CHORD CPA2200.SPM600 PRE/POW £ 4380 £ 2999 MARANTZ ST48 £ 120 £ 99
CHORD CPA3200/SPM1200C PRE/POW MARANTZ ST59 £ 150 £ 125
INCL. TRAGER ISOLATION £10125 £7299 MARANTZ ST17 £ 600 £ 489
GRAAF GM20 & WFB2 PRE/POW £ 4200 £ 2995 PIONEER F204RDS £ 140 £ 119
LINN MAJIK L £ 650 £ 455 ROTEL RT 935 AX £ 175 £ 145
LINN KAIRN PRE £ 1700 ¢£ 1199 TECHNICS STGT550 £ 180 £ 155
MARANTZ PM57 £ 200 £ 135
MARANTZ PM66SE £ 230 £ 189 CASSETTE
MARANTZ PM68 £ 300 £ 239
MARANTZ PM66 K.I. ¢ 400 £ 329 MARANTZ SD455 £ 170 £ 139
MARANTZ PM17 K.I. £ 1300 £1059 ';,"Igﬁ*\]‘\E'\éECST%iSO g fgg g }gg
MARK LEVINSON 380S PRE £ 6495 £ 4950
MUSICAL FIDELITY XA100R £ 1000 £ 789 JEAC 8030 GOLD £ 700 £ 449
TECHNICS RSAZ6 £ 270 £ 229
MUSICAL FIDELITY E11 £ 300 £ 199
MUSICAL FIDELITY E20/30 PRE POW £ 900 £ 649 puenel | ANEOUS
NAD 312 £ 200 £ 139
kR £ 260 £ 179 Ag ST-AE1 STANDS £ 350 £ 245
PIONEER A207R £ 150 £ 125 cap|E TALK SIGNATURE 1M £ 300 £ 189
ROTEL RA 921 £ 125 £ 99 pONEER CLD515-1 LASERDISC £ 550 £ 249
ROTEL RA 951 £ 175 £ 135 STANDS UNIQUE STANDS FIRM £ 300 £ 239
ROTEL RA 971 £ 225 £ 179 STANDS UNIQUE HIGH AV10 £

429 £ 299'

k ALL GOODS ARE NEW OR EX-DISPLAY UNLESS MARKED OTHERWISE
71 HIGH STREET,

TEL: NEW MALDEN, FAX:
0181 336 0012 el 0181 336 2703
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Audio Note Kit Amp/iﬁers -

Fowoer—-Arrp Kt
The Audio Note Kit One fiustateq)

8ased around the justly farmous 3008 directly heated friode, we see this kit as the
nfroduction to real Audio Amplification, as it covers all the important aspects of
design necessary, Single Ended, No-Feedback, Class A, Directly Heated Triode,
fo become a member of this exclusive club of amplifiers.

Kit One has one 300B per channel running at 420 volts with 75mA current ghiving

8-9 watts of the cleanest power you will ever hear, the input stage conslsts of

a 65N7GT with a 5687 double thode driver stage running in SRPP. The power supply

is capacitor-choke-capacitor configuration with a 5U4G HT rectifier, the 300B's have
a DC filament suppty for hum-free operation whilst the other vaives are AC heated.
Component quality is similar to our Level 2 finished products, Audio Note poper in oil
signal capacitors, Beyschlag 1 watt 1% metal film resistors, good quailty electrolytics
{sorry NO Black Gatesl} and a simple, aftractive
stereo chassis in black paintwork. We have
several component and cosmetic
upgrades avallable for Kit One,
please ask for details.

The Kit One
has recently
been
awarded the
title “The
Greatest Audlo
8argain of the
Twentieth Century”
by Dick Oisher
{ex-Stereophiie] In a review on
the Internet - this Is just one of
many rave reviews, copies of
which we can supply on request.

Price: £799 incl. VAT,

which includes ALL parts & valves
{yes, also the 2 x 3008’s needed)
but not postage/packing which
to UK customers is £12.00.

KIT ONE ORDER CODE: AN-KIT-001

Audio Note Is happy to provide a wide range of complete kis, output and mains
transformers, chokes, paper in oil, aluminium, tin, copper or silver foil signal
capacitors, Black Gate, Cerafine or standard electrolytic capacitors, tantalum,
carbon and metal film resistors, silver wires, interstage and driver transformers,
switches, balance controls, patentiometers, attenuators, chassis’s and fittings for the
qQuality oriented DIY’er, whether you are a beginner or hardened experimenter, male
or female, we have the best (and not always most expensive) parts for most projects.

Audio Note Loudspeaker Drivers & Kits

We shall be offering the speaker drivers that we use In our own loudspeakers for general
saie from now on. You can by the drivers individually or fogether with matched and
tested cross-overs, cabinet drawings and reflex ports.

Audio Note Circuits, Valvedata & Basic Technical Information

If you would like sorme suggestions which 1o base a future project around, then we shall
be happy to provide you with a circuit pack containing good circuits ke ONGAKU,
KEGON/KASSAI, NEIRO, GAKU-ON plus several othér pawer amplifier circuits and the
M7Tube & M10 pre-ampilifiers, which are the best sounding pre-amplifier circuits we
have come across.

Audio Note Quality Output Transformers

We are in the process of building up four separate ranges of Audio Note output
fransformers, in order to offer the best possible outputs at ditferent pricepaints, they will
fall into four categories,

Economy range Selected to ensure quality audio in a price efficient package.
Mid-price range Top quality with specially selected components.

High Quality range Double C-core outputs for single-ended circuits exclusively.
Super High Quality range All-siiver wired outputs of the best possible quatity.

Audio Note offer a design, prototyping and production service, where we can supply
for almost any requirernent. Please telephone for details.

Audio Note Mains Transformers

Available for most popular designs. We shall continue to expand the fange as
opportunities become available

The Audio Note Kit Two

Kit Two features a single 6550 tetrode running in Single-Ended mode, yielding some
12 watts of pure Class A. With a vaive rectified HT for the output stage, stereo chassis,
and 65N7GT input and 12AX7/ECC83 SRPP driver stage, componentry and chassls
as Kit One.
Kit Two costs £599 incl. VAT, includes valves, but not postage/packing.

KIT TWO ORDER CODE: AN-KIT-002

The Audio Note Kit Three

Kit Three features 2 x 3008's per channel running in single-ended paraliel yielding
16/17 watts in pure Class A. This kit is on two mono chassis with valve rectified HT
supplies, no signal feedback, it uses a 6SN7GT double tiode as input vave and
a pair of 5687 doubte tiodes running in SRPP as drivers. The Kit Three is essentially
a mono version of the Kit One with double the power, the same component choices
and on two chassis” instead of one.
The Kit Three costs £1,550 incl. VAT but excluding delivery.

KIT THREE ORDER CODE: AN-KIT-003

The Audio Note Kit Four

The Kit Four is really our infroduction to vaive amplifier kit building, the circutt and
power supply being mounted on a single printed circult board. The high-qualtty push-
pull output and mains transformers are all mounted in a smail alurninium chassis
covering everything so nobody will be able to see that you have succumb 1o the lure
of the valve amplifier which is sweeping the word. The circuit consists of two 6V6GT
tefrodes running in Push-Pull class A, yielding about 10 watts, diiven by a 6SN7GT and
a 12AX7/ECCB83 input stage. Easy to bulld, even for the beginner. Visually Kit Four
matches the Audio Note Pre-amplifier shown here but with a single chrome-plated
volurme control. As with all Audio Note kits everything (except solder} is included.
The Kit Four costs: £299 incl. VAT but not delivery.

KIT FOUR ORDER CODE: AN-KIT-004

Audio Note Driver, Interstage & Pre-Amplifier Output Transformers

Here is a product group that you do not see advertised every day! As usual we start
small with the intention to grow quickly.

Audio Note Paper In Oil Signal Capacitors

These handmade signal capacitors are sonically superior to any of the plastic or other
poper types we have come across. If you have never experienced the difference that
a really good paper / oif capacitor can make in a valve ampilifier, then you really
shouid try.

Audio Note Paper In Oil Tin Foil Signal Capacitors

The fin foil is better than alu-foil for most applications, we recommend you fry them.

Audio Note Paper In Oil Copper & Silver Foil Signal Capacitors

These copperfoil paper signal capacitors are considerably better than both the
standard offerings and the tin foils. To start with there will be a few values / voltages of
each available and we shall expend as fast as we can to cover all the popular values.

Audio Note Acid & Chloride Free Silver Solder
The best solder available, used in alt our amplifiers from OTO to the mighty GAKU-ON.

Audio Note Cables & Wires

Audio Note manufacture a range of high quality copper and silver coax, speaker and
wirlng cables, which, depending on the overall price of the project, will do justice to
any hifi systermn, regardiess of price. Please call for prices and details.

Audio Note High Quality Stepped Attenuators & Switches

These handmade attenuators and switches are manufactured by a fiend of
Mr Kondo of Audio Note. They are the best you can buy.

Audio Note High Quality Vailve Bases

All of our valve bases are of the highest possible quality materials, Ceramic, Tefion
and gold and siiver plated. If you want the best ook no further - they are the ultimatel

Audlo Note Resistors

Audio Note endeavour to stock the entire E12 range of all the ditferent makes of
resistor, since most are used in our products stock is generally available within four weeks,
BEYSCHLAG - HOLCO - SHINKOH Tantalum Film Resistors

AUDIO NOTE 1/2 Watt Tantalum Reslstors

AUDIO NOTE 1 Watt Tantalum Resistors

AUDIO NOTE 2 Watt 1% Tanfalum Resistors

AUDIO NOTE Precision Carbon Film Resistors

ALLEN BRADLEY 1 Watt 5% Carbon Film Resistors



Components & Valves

-
Iore-Arzp Kt
The Audio Note Pre-Amplifier Kit fiustatec)

A complete kit loosely based on the Audio Note
M7Tube pre-amplifier circult is now
available. The moving-magnet
compatible phono stage
conslsts of a cascode
input, with passive RIAA
equalisgton and anode-
follower output using the
12AX7/ECC83. Line buffer/
amplification for the four line
inputs consists of an ECC82
configured in parallel anode-
foliower mode. For the power supply a
valve rectifier and choke-input fittering
are employed. Al circuitry Is hous2d in
a non-magnetic aluminium chassis
giving the very best sound quality

Both phono and line stages are ouitt on
‘frack-less’ pebs allowing easy construction
but with the sonic benefits of hard-wirng.

The standard-quality version of the pre-
amp kit includes Roederstein polyester
fim capacttors, Beyschlag 1 watt *%
metal film resistors, Noble open-fame
style potentiometers and all pcbs. valves,
wire etc. various component upgrades
are avallable, details upon request.

Cost of The Pre-Ampilifier Kit is: £349
Incl. VAT but not delivery.

Audio Note Black Gate Electron Transfer, High Performance,
Graphite Foil Capacitors

Audio Note is currently the sole saurce in Europe that holds any significant rarge of
values in stock, we use literally 1C00's in preduction, as we were the first company to
reglise the tremendous benefits that Black Gate capocitors ofter, and we are to date
the only high-end audio company in the world to incorporate Black Gate capacitors
consistently in our finished products.

There are very few audio parts that promise a guaranteed Improverment when
replacing practically any other part, but this is what the BLACK GATE capocitors
actually do. Exchanging any electrolytic capacitor anywhere in the circult of an
amplifier or in the crossover of a soeaker will greatty improve sound quality, We are
working on some guidelines as to where, how and which types of Biack Gaies to use
in different circults, the first such fiechnical guideline Is availlabke now and is calied
“Improving your CD-Player” and can be obtained by sending a stamped addressed
enveiope to us requesting this leaflet. Ait AUDIO NOTE Level 2 Signature procucts use
Black Gate Eiectron Transfer in crtical signal / power supply jurctions.

Audio Note Cerafine Powdered Ceramic Electrolytic Capacitors

We have at long last secured a reliable source for these fine power supply ‘iter
capaciors, a must in any single-ended project. The Cerafines really cover many of
the Biack Gates values and where the prices for the BG's are prchibitive the Cerafine
is a fine sounding aiternative. We have increased the range o Cerafines we stock
quite recently, and strongly recommend alt the Cerafines as a for superior
replacement or substitute for ordinary electrolytics, and at the prces offerect *hat
should be within most budgets. Ak power supply Cerafines are supplied with a
capocitor clamp and are upright mounting.

Audio Note Potentiometers

The best available from a sounc quality / price viewpoint, mode by Noble r Japan,
utilising high quality conductive pastic film. However a better alternative is the KO-ON
volume controls which are used in pre-amgplifiers like the M7 Tube, M7Line, cnd in a
mono version on the input in the NEIRO, KASSAI, KEGON and GAKU-ON, these are very
good sounding pots by any stardard.

Audio Note also carny large quantities of STANDARD TYPE SWITCHES, STANDARD
ELECTROLYTIC CAPACITORS (good quality industrial types), RCA, BNC, BANANA, PLUGS,
RCA SOCKETS, SPEAKER & GROUND TERMINALS & LOUDSPEAKER SPADES.

Audlo Note Moving Coil, CD Line & Input Matching Transformers

Audio Note now offer moving coil, CD and Input matching transformers for general
sale. Common to alt of these small signal franstormers is that they come in a
mumetal screening con with a threaded spindle with a nut for Mounting.

Stock Clearance

SALE

In anticipation of the arrival of the new in-house
made Audio Note copper foil paper in oil signal
capacitors, we are pleased to offer a

60% discount on current list price

on all Tobias Jensen made paper in oil aluminium,
tin and copper foil signal capacitors.

Offer strictly limited to availability, while stocks last.

Minimum Order
4 pcs single or mixed values or £20.00.

Audlo Note Selected Audio Valves

QOur valves are selected from the best available sources and are tested to the same
stringent standards thaf we apply in the production of our own ampilifiers. They fall into
two categories, standard production items and rare, mostly NOS (New Old Stock]
valves which are no longer in production. We have compiled a special list of the NOS
tems, which is available against a stomped self addressed envelope, if you live
outside the UK, send US $2. You should be aware that the valves on this list are NOT
cheap, but we have stock of original GE, RCA and United Electronics 211, both
standard versions and reinforced anode type for the US airforce, 845 Westinghouse,
VI25/10/10Y, V162/801A, WE300B, STC4300A, Mullard GZ34/CV1377, Tungsol SU4G
(best sounding S5U4G we have ever heard!), Chatham SRAWGY and many others.

Audio Note now has a dedicated division to keep pace with the
growing demand for amplifier kits and speciallst components.
Music’s Finest Conductor Limited will now be able to provide

a specialist service to DIY enthusiasts and record collectors.
Personal callers stictly by appointment only.

Call us today for more Information and catalogues
on the following numbers:

Kit and Component Sales
Tel: +44 (0)1273 770778 Fax: +44 (0)1273 773476

Specialist Record Sales
Tel: +44 (0)1273 324029 Fax: +44 (0)1273 773476

Please make all cheques payable to: Music's Finest Conductor Ltd

Al other enquiries relating to Audio Note products should be addressed to their
head office: Audio Note (UK), Unit C, Peaccock Industriol Estate, Lyon Close
125-127 Davigdor Road, Hove, East Sussex BN3 15G
Tel: +44 (0)1273 220511 Fax: +44 (0)1273 731498

Audio Note

Music’s Finest Conductor

Music’s Finest Conductor Limited
25 Montefiore Road, Hove, East Sussex BN3 1RD

Web: www.audionote.co.uk



PRODUCT LIST NOW
ACOUSTIC PRECISION EIKOS CD EXDEMO £2,150 £1,500
ACOUSTIC PRECISION FRI green speakers EXDEMO  £800 £500
ANTHEM CD 1 EXDEMO £1,700 €£1,000
ANTHEM INTEGRATED AMP 1 EXDEMO £1,300 £800
ATC SCM20T SL walnut speakers EXDEMO £2655 £1,700
AUDIOLAB 8000LX Intamp NEW  £450 £300
AUDIOLAB 800CQ pre amp NEW/EX DEMO £1,250 £800
AV1 52000 MC od player EXDEMO £1400  £800
B&W CDM1 speakers SH £600 £300
CABASSE FARELLA 400 beech speakers EX/DEMO £1,000 £700
DEF TECH BP 2002 EX/DEMO £2,400 €1,200
DEF TECH BPS EXDEMO  £750 £400
DENON PMA Q5 10l amp EXDEMO £1,800 €£1,100
KEF RDM 3 red speakers EXDEMO £1,500 £800
LINN CLASSIK SH £1,000 £700
LINN KARIK cd player SH £1500 £500
MARANTZ PM66 SE amp SH £400 £150
MARANTZ SR 1040 reciever EXDEMO  £400 £200
MERIDIAN 506/20 cd player EXDEMO £1,195 £750
MERIDIAN DSP5000C centre speaker EXDEMO £1,750 £1,200
MICROMEGA AMP power amp EXDEMO £1,250 £600
IMICROMEGA PREMIUM 20 cd player EXDEMO  £850 £550
MICROMEGA TEMPO P pre amp EXDEMO £1,250 £600
MISSION 754 rwood speakers EXDEMO £1,500 £900
MUSICAL FIDELITY A1001 amp EXDEMO £2500 £1,600
IMUSICAL FIDELITY-3B pre amp SH €380 €150
F'MUSICAL FIDELITY XA200 power amps EXDEMO £1,000 £700
NAIM 135 mono power amp (old style) SH £3000 £1,500
NAIM NAIT 3R SH £850  £550
NAIM NASBL speakers EXDEMO £2225 £1,260
PARASOUND C/DP 1000 EXDEMO  £500 £250
PINK TRIANGLE TARATELLA (no am) T/Table EXDEMO £680 £475
POLK RT8 EXDEMO  £400 £250
PROAC STUDIO 150 cherryMwalnut speakers EXDEMO £1,400 £950
PRO-AC STUDIO 150 walnut speakers EXDEMO £1,400 £850
ROGERS GSS black speakers EXDEMO  £380 £190
ROGERS GS6 black speakers EXDEMO  £430 £215
ROKSAN L2.5 pre-amp EXDEMO £1,250 £500
ROKSAN ROK1 black/riwood speakers NEW  £600 £250
ROKSAN S1.5 silver power amp EXDEMO £1495 £1,150
TEAC ABX10 amp SH £1000 £300
XTCDAC 1 SH £1,000 £500
XTC POW 2 power amp EXDEMO £1450 £1,000
PLEASE VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS OR
CALL OUR HOTLINE NUMBER FOR DETAILS.
HURRY, THESE ARE ONE-OFF ITEMS!!
EE IT! HEAR IT! BUY IT!

HOTLINE NUMBER:
0171 497 1346

14-18 Monmouth Street, Covent Garden, London WC2H 9HB
E-Mail: sales@musical-images.co.uk
Beckenham Edgware Hounslow

0181 663 3777 0181 952 5535 0181 569 5802

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR PROMOTIONS E&OE
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@ /ndnadually calibrated in ouwr workshop for
your lowdspeaker.
tnulogue phase lingar

@ Uswradjistments
Instructions supplied

@ \ore accurate than the best
loudspeaker computer software

@ Buldiusing audiophile
('("IIIX”M'HI.\'

@ /ully alwerable for funre
loudspeakers

Wvailable for 2 way. 3 wa)
satellite and subwoofor systems

@ Specifications
00002% Distortion
110dB S N Ratio
0 5uS Rise Time

01z 10 450k1iz Bandwidth

Available exclusively from

AUDIO=LINKS

7 Fairmont Crescent, Scunthorpe, North Lincolnshire DN16 1EL
TEL (+44) 01724 - 870432 FAX (+44) 01724 - 875340

Dt . v

BorderPairol
Valve Amplifier Power Supply Upgrade £595.00

Off board valve rectified, choke input filter power supply for valve
Amplifiers. This upgrade reduces distortion, increases resolution and
strengthens bass performance and dynamics. if you like the sound of
your valve amplifier but would like to tighten the bass and strength-
en the overall dynamics this is what you need. versions available to
suit everything from vintage Leaks to modern Audio Innovations,
Audio Note and Art Audio designs. If you are unsure about the suit-
ability for your amp please telephone us.

‘In every instance the Border Patrol effect was nothing short of a trans-
formation. Bass solidified, imaging became significantly more three-dimen-
sional and substantial, and the power supplied amp made the regular ver-
sion sound, quite literally, a mess.’

‘With the Border Patrol back on the music regained its composure:
instruments not only sounded more natural and realistic, but seemed much
more musically coherent. In many respects it was like taking the good
things about transistor amps and adding them to the natural strengths of
valves - a remarkable blend.’

...Jason Kennedy Hi-Fi Choice April 97

Check out the full range of BorderPatrol activities:
power supplies, power amps, components, used
equipment etc at http.//www.borderpatrol.net

BorderPatrol Tel/Fax Brighton 01273 276716

HIFI WORLD



THE EMPORIUM

28 St Nicholas Street, Diss, Norfolk
IP22 3LB Tel/Fax: 01379 650744
emporium@dircon.co.uk

IPMENT

Cost Price
HEYBROOK HBI 75
ABRAED AMP 200 75
TANDBERG TR1055 TUNER AMP 19705
loads 75
TECHNICS SL 1500 75
GARRARD 40! dependng on condtion
60-120 sme 3009 75.

LEAK 2100, 2300 TUNER AND AMP for both 75
n addion to the above we have loads of cheap

stuff come and have a look
CO& DACS

ALﬂStoploadungu'ansponmdmbcxdac best

cd mdrange |'ve ever heard 5500 1500
AUDIO NOTE dac SIGNATURE smocth valve
sound 1000
CYRUS DISCMASTER/DACMASTER
transport/dac 1750 800
DPA little bit dac 35 125
LINN KARK cd player 2000 700
MARANTZ CDI0 900 400
MERIDIAN 203 DAC 500 150
MICROMEGA SOLO cd player 1500 600
MICROMEGA DUO BS dac 650 200

PINKTRANGLE ORDINAL dac 850 400
PRIMARE D20 cd player,amp akso avalable 700 500
ROKSAN CASPIAN cd player 900 600
SUGDEN AUDITION cd player ex dem650 425

SUGDEN SDA-| dac 275
TEAC PSO0/DS00 transport & dac H(I) S50
VALVE AMPS

ART AUDIO QUINTET monoblocks2000 1100
AUDIO NOTE MEISHU 3008 integrated with
phono NEW with ful marufacturers

3250 2400

warranty

AUDIO NOTE M2 RIA pronostage NEWI0S0 - 700
AUDIO RESEARCH 5P14 pre with m¢

phono 3395 1300
AUDION PREMIER SLVER KNIGHT two box pre-
amp with phono matches siver knights 1500 800

BEARD BBAI00 lne integrated 1500 575
BEARD P35 MKil power amp 500
BEARD P500A PREAMP 1000 350

COUNTERPOINT SA100 100 watt per channel
mosfet/tube hybnd |

mint 1000 500
QUAD AM3 200
REVOX B77 one owner from new with ful servce
history high speed 2 track 600

REVOX A77 severa avalable servced 200250
TANDBERGTCD 330 dual capstan cassette deck 100
yamaha t| fm tuner black analogue tuner 100
NAKAMICHI 600 siver top loader oldbugoodl(x)
INAKAMICHI BX 100 black 3 motor 150

TRANSISTOR AMPS
ALBARRY DMP pre 250
ALBARRY M408 moroblodks 400

ALCHEMIST FREYA PRE AMP 1050 450
ALCHEMIST ODIN POWER AMP 1050 500
ATC PRE/POWER ex dem 5200 3500
AV 52000MP preamp 950 600
AUDIOLAB 8000C pre grey colour 450 200

500 AUDIOLAB B000A black 500 250

AUDIOLAB 80005 remote ntegrated 800 450
AUDIOLAB 8000P black power amp 800 425

CHORD S$PMB00 stereo power amp.

boxed 2200 1350
CRIMSON pre/power 170
CYRUS STRAIGHT LINE rtegrated amp400 275
DENSEN DM 10 ntegrated 1250 750
DENSEN DM20/DM30 PRE

POWER EX DEM 2500 1500
DENSEN D200/D300 prefpower 1850 1200
DENSEN BEAT 100 integrated 700 475
ELECTROCOMPANIET prefpower 25 WATTS
CLASS A 500
EXPOSUREVI pre mmyme  with psu 250
LAVERDIN IT 3200 2400
LFD PA | power amp 900 400
LINN KAIRN PRO 1500 750
MGNTOSH MC250 power amp 400
MOTH 60 WATT power amp 650 300
MUSICAL FIDELITY PREAMP/TYPHOON
pre/power 300
NAIM NAP 250 old style 700
NAMNAC32 " -~ 150
NAIM NAIT ONE * ° 150
NAIM SNAPS PSU ™ 7 150
NAMNAXO3 * © 150
NVA pre/power old style 50 watts 400
NIVA passive pre 350 200
OCM 500 power amp stereophile rec

ommended
components list 250 waitts per channel 2500 1200

000 PLINIUS SA 50 new class a power amp

CROFTV 30 watt power amp 650 300 boxed 2800 2000
CROFT MICRO 250 PRIMARE A20 AMP 800 500
GAMMA SPACE REFERENCE 3008 UNE INTE-  PS AUDIOTWO PLUS C power amp 250
GRATED 4000 1500 QUAD 34/306 grey 400
LUMLEY M75 monoblodks 75 watts big black & QUAD 44/405.2 400
beautiful 1000 QUAD 77CO/AMP & REMOTE 1500 750
LUXMAN X33 vahe integrated 600 QUAD 77 it no remote 700 300
MELOS 333 two box ine pre 3000 1300 ROTEL RB 991 power amp 400
MORE ADALITY 300B stereo poweramp 2200 750 SUGDEN AUDITIONT S50 375
ORANGE VALVE PRE 300 SUGDEN OPTIMA 200 bne mntegrated 900 450
RADFORD RENAISSANCE STA25 700 THRESHOLD S300 150 watts per channel
VTL 50 watt monoblodks 700 power amp designed by Netson Pass

senous 1200

LOWDSPEAKERS
_TURNTABLES, ARMS & cartndges

ALANTE LINEA(sonus faber dones) 2500 1300
AUANTE MOD SPAZIO 500 250 ALPHASON SOLO no am 350 100
ATC SCMIO ex dem 1080 700 AUDIO NOTETT2 425 200

ATC SCM20 SLTOWER ex dem 2655 1750
ATC SCMS0A SL actve 505 ex dem 5875 3250
AUDIO PHYSICS TBMPOS with Essex dgttal

equalzer 4000 1500
BANDORBANDORAm Ight oak 1350 650
CADENCE ES mk | 3500 1350
CADENCE ARCA top of the range electrostatic
hybnd n prana pne stunning locks &

10000 30(X)
CASTLE SEVERN mk | floorstanders 579
DYNAUDIO AUDIENCE 5 400 2(1)
EPOS ESI | 600 300
GALE 301 100
HEYBROOK HBI 200 75
HEYBROOK QUARTETS 550 275
IMPULSE H2 2250 1000
JBL 200t latest model iIn maple 500 325
JR 149 round version of s3/5a 150
KLIPSCH LA SCALAS, black, delwee,
boxed 2500 1500
LIVING VOICE AUDITORIUM 1750 900

MONITOR AUDIO 1200 GOLD 800 300
ORIGIN LIVE SOVEREIGN

floorstanders 1200 800
REGA ELA 8 ex dem 325
RUARK SWORDSMAN 100
SPBNDOR SPI 1000 425
SPENDOR 15/2 MINI MONITOR 800 350
SYSTEM AUDIO floorstanders 500 300
TANNOY UTTLE GOLD MONITORS 600
TANNOY D700 2500 1300
UKD CARUSO ttd edition. four way

floorstanders 2500 1500

TUNERS,CASSETTE DECKS & RGEL TO REEL

AV S200MT2 FMTUNER 900 600
CAMBRIDGETSS siver fm tuner .
twanan T-2 tuner 70
MERIDIAN 101 fm tuner 100
NAD 402 tuner 120

PONEER CT95 dofty s, &pprox 5 years o'd

AUDO TECHNICA AT-OCIH0 new |
CLEARAUDIO TURNTABLE with parallelarm &
beta cartndge 1650 1000
GARRARD 301 in Green marble pinth 500
KOETSU ONYX SIGNATURE perfect, boxed

3500 IS(X)
LUNN LP12 vahalla, nn arm board
ORACLE DELPHI MK | with ONIX PSU SOO
PINK TRIANGLE earty pt too with hefus am 350

00 REVOLVERTT with am 130
ROKSAN XERXES 400
SOUTHER TRIQUARTZ SLA3 arn boxed 1000+ 350
SYSTEM DECK X/900 with rega arm 225
THORENSTD 125 in sme 2000 plirth 150
VOYDVALDI wath spit phase psu and

rega amn 1000 S00
VPITNT mkl |} boxed 4000 2000
WELL TEMPERED ARM 500

VINTAGE

DECCA LONDON RIBBONTWEETERS 150
DYNATRON LF59 tnode monoblocks poa
IONOFANE TWEETERS parr serviced 350
LEAK stereo 20 excellent n ong packaging ~ 25(
LEAKTLI2+ nice rebuit par 300
LEAKTLIZ| par 1000
LEAKTLIQ par excellent ongnal 450
PARTRIDGE WWFB output tx each 100
PX25 baloon shape poz

QUAD ESL 57 nice bronze par serviced 400
QUAD 22/ serviced with ongnal valves 500
RADFORD STA!S mkn

RGD 1046 tnade monobiocks 1000

ROGERS CADET ! | pre/power 100
ROGERS BABY DELUXE KTé! pp par 500
TANNOY rect GRF with |57 golds 3000
THORENSTD124 MK § 150

THORENSTD 124 MK2
"SONIC LINK CABLE RANGE NOW IN
STOCK

HIFI WORLD

Oxsord Audio Consultants
HI-FI SPECIALISTS

WE'VE MOVED RIGFET NEXT DOOR TO
MUCH BIGGER PREMISES WITH SUPERB
PURPOSE BUILT DEM ROOMS

&orara
NOW DEMONSTRATING

MARANTZ CD 7 CD PLAYER OUTRAGEOUS VAL & FOR MONEY

LEXICON M 1 HOME THEATR  PROCESSOR SUPERB QUALITY

THETA CASANOVA & DAVID - HOME THEATRE MADE REAL

SONUS FABER AMATI HOMAGE - a sesisational world-beating product from our
favourite Italian company - a full-scale floor-standing GUARNERI that we've prayed
for for ages - we've got our demonstrator’s - and - wow!!!

KRELL KPS25 CD PLAYER - THE NEW REFERENCE - we become more and more
impressed as each day goes past ; it is just outrageously good !

B&W NAUTILUS 800 SERIES - WE ARE VERY PROUD TO BE A PREMIER

RETAILER OF THIS MOULD-BREAKING RANGE FROM £1400 TO £8500

NAIM AUDIO CDs mk 2 - a sensationally good CD PLAYER for the money - audition an
absolute must!

KRELL FPB POWER AMPS - THE NEW RANGE IS OUT - AUDITION A MUST?
yamaha DSPAL - a ingly good home theatre package vidikron helios
projector - PININFARINNA looks & picture

DAVIS D1450 LITEBEAM PROJECTOR - FANTASTIC VALUE FOR MONEY!!!

MUSICAL FIDELITY NUVISTA POWER AMP - 3 perfect match for the preamp

NAIM 827250 - top-quality British products BOTH IN TERMS OF BUILD AND SOUND

SONUS FABER signum - A replacement for the wonderful Minima amator at £1249

MUSICAL FIDELITY X RAY CD. X-A1 AMP & ALL OTHER X SERIES

- superb value for money

PIONEER 717 DVD PLAYER - sets the DVD standard at this price point

AUDIO ANALOSGUE PAGANINE CD PLAYER - staggering build quality and
unrivalled sound; on dem at last afler a long wait cables & accessories from
TRANSPARENT, NORDOST, CABLE TALK, GM AUDIO.STANDS UNIQUE,
SOUNDSTYLE, TARGET, KONTAK etc

GM AUDIO EQUIPMENT TABLES - THE ELITE - NOW EVEN BETTER
LOOKING AND SUPERB VALUE

#=xaxsMALL ORDER INTEREST FREE CREDIT NOW AVAILABLE**#***

EX DEM & P/EX BARGAINS

CADENCE VALVE MONOBLOCK POWER AMPS 550 SH
ROKSAN CASPIAN INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS £495 SH
ROKSAN CASPIAN POWER AMPS £395 SH
ROKSAN OJAN 3S SPEAKERS WITH SUBWOOFERS £1495 SH
GENESIS DIGITAL LENS £795 XD
[B & W P5 LOUDSPEAKERS £595 XD
KRELL KRC-HR PREAMPLIFIER £4500 SH
| KRELL KPS201 DELTA 09 £5995 SH
B & W SILVER SIGNATURES BOBINGA WOOD £2995 SH
SONUS FABER AMATORS £1795 SH
PROAC STUDIO 1508 YEW £1095 SH
PASS LABS X350 POWER AMPLIFIER £5495 SH
LINN KABER LOUDSPEAKERS BLACK £495 SH
NAIM SBL PASSIVE SPEAKERS BLACK £995 SH
WILSON SYSTEM FIVE EX DEM £10995 XD
MARTIN LOGAN QUESTS &NDASH; NEW STATORS/X-OVERS £3495 SH
KRELL KRC2 PREAMP £2295 SH
NAIM 92R PREAMPLIFIER £395 SH
QUAD ESL63 SPEAKERS BROWN £995 SH
AUDIO ALCHEMY DDS 3 £295 SH
UNISON RESEARCH SMART 845 - OUR DEMONSTRATORS ~ £2495 XD
MICHELL ARGO HR PREAMP £695 SH
MICROMEGA STAGE 2 £200 SH
KRELL FPB600 POWER AMP £8995 XD
KRELL REFERENCE 64 4000 SH
0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT
Licensed Credit Broker
Agencies include: Audio Analogue, Air Tangent, At Audio R Audio Te i BAW,
Cable Taik, Castie, Copland, Denon, Goldnng, Harmonix, Heybrook, Jamo, Jadis, Koetsu, Krell Lexicon,
Lyra, Marantz, Martin Logan, Michell, Musical Fidels; . NAD, Naim, Ork, 0,0rtoton, Cisiera,Pioneer, Proac,
Proceed, Projekt, QED, QUAD, REL Subwoofers, “lotel, Sennheusev “ME, Sonus ' #aber, Stax, Target,
TEAC, Theta, Thorens, Transparenl Cables, Unison Research, van den Hul, Vidikron, Wilson, Yamaha

FREE ol

EXPORT SERV
MAIL-ORDER AVAILABLE ON MANY ITEM

Open Mon Sat 10am=6pm

Onxgord Audio Consultants

Oxford Audio Consultants, Cantay House, Park End Street Oxford OX1 1JD
Telephone: Oxford (01865) 790879 Facsimile: Oxford (01865) 791665
E-MAIL: Oxford.Audio @btintemet.com
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CANARY AUDIO

Hear what you’ve been missing...

CA608 INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER

CANARY PRODUCTS ON DEMONSTRATION BY
APPOINTMENT AT THE FOLLOWING OUTLETS

River Crossing Audio NORFOLK 01263 741230
Doug Brady Hi-Fi WARRINGTON 01925 828009
Progressive Audio KENT 01634 389004
Better Hi-Fi LIVERPOOL 0151 227 5007
Sounds Perfection CORNWALL 01326 221372
Definitive Audio NOTTINGHAM 01159 733222
Serious Kit MANCHESTER 0161 798 9649

Watch out for news of the new 300B
Single Ended Mono Blocks
from Canary Audio

DISTRIBUTED BY AUDIO CONNOISSEURS
TEL/FAX +44 151 343 0007

;5\

o T

RRP SALE

AMPS/PRE-AMPS/A.V.CONTROLLERS

ARCAM ALPHA 7 250.00  169.00 D
ARCAM ALPHA 9 INC. PH.ST AS NEW 395.00 SH
ARCAM ALPHA 9P AS NEW 250.00 SH
ARCAM KETA | AV AMP 49990  349.00 N
AUDIO RESEARCH LS 3 PRE AMP 1895.00 99500 D
AUDIOLAB 8600LX 469.90  299.00 D+N
AUDIOLAB 8000A 49990  379.90 D
KRELL KRC3 2998.00 1,999.00 D
LINN 5105 POWER 120000 779.00 D
LEXICON DC1 POINT 11 AC¥/DTS CONTROLLER

JUST FACTORY UPGRADED 1995.00 MINT
MERIDIAN 555 POWER 695.00 449.00 D
MERIDIAN 501 PRE 69500  489.00 D
MICHELL. J.A. ALECTO stereo 115000  849.060 D
MICROMEGA TEMPO2 int 89990  599.00 D
QUAD 77 int 65000  449.00 D+N

CD PLAYERS/TRANSPORTS/DACS
AUDIOLAB DAC 89990  449.00 D
ALPHA 7 CD 3290  249.00 D+N
COPELAND CDA 288 1999.00  1199.00 D
COPELAND CDA 277 1649.00 107960
LINN MIMIC 87500  595.00 D+N
MARANTZ CD67 26990  189.00 D
MARANTZ CD67 SE 34990  269.00 D
MERIDIAN 506 119500  §95.00 D+N
MICROMEGA DAC | 699.90  379.00 D
MICROMEGA STAGE 2 549.00  299.00 D
MICROMEGA STAGE ! 49900  279.00 D
QUAD MODEL 77 59500  359.00 D+N
TRICHORD GENESIS 54900  349.00 D
TRICHORD REVELATION 79900  479.00 D
SPEAKERS

B & W 601 199.060 12900 D
B&W 302 149.95 95.00 D+N
EPOS ES12 500.00  350.00 D
KEF CODA 7 59.00 D
KEEF CODA & 189.00 9560 D
LINN KABER 200000 99500 D
MERIDIAN M 1500 SUB 895.060  679.00 D
MISSION 753 349.00
PROAC TABLETTES BLK 59500  419.00 D+S/H
NEATE PETITE 3 800.00  519.99 MINT

D=EX DEMONSTRATI()N. N = NEW, S/H =+ SECOND HAND
HE LISTENING ROOMS LTD
161 OLD BROMPTON ROAD LONDON SW5 0L.J
TEL: 0171 - 244 7750/59 FAX: 0171 - 3700192
E-mail: tir@dial pipex.com Mon-Sat 10-6pm

THE MIDLANDS QUALITY USED
BEST USED EQUIP- EQUIPMENT,
MENT 3 BOUGHT, SOLD, PAR
SPECIALIST EXCHANGE
TELFAX 0121 747 4246 URGENTLY REQUIRED
W :‘ LINN, NAIM,
- K- MERIDIAN, QUAD,
N R CASH WAITING
RRPE NOWE
Audio Research LS7 1700 850
AV] 2000mm 6mths old 1400 895
Conrad Johnson PV10AL 1200 695
Copland CDA 266 3 months old 1:850) M350,
DPA Renaissance CD (Brand New Sealed in Box) 1000 650
Jeff Rowland Model 1 3000 995
Kef 104/2 (rosewood 1500 595
Linn Kan Stands Mkl n/a 25
Linn Karik Il Brilliant P/S 1850 995
Linn LP12 Valhala Basik + K9 n/a 450
Linn LP12 Vaihalla Ittok n/a 495
Linn LP12 Ittok Cirkos goldrlng 1042 n/a 695
Meridian 200 Transport MKIl 895 395
Meridian 203 DAC 450 150
Meridian DSP 5000 (Black) 3500 2200
Micro Seiki CD 2800 795
Micromega Duo B/S 500 195
Mission Cyrus Tuner MK1 n/a 95
Naim 110 na 250
Naim 32.5 na 250
Naim 42.5 na 150
Naim 90.3 480 295
Naim CD2 2000 1195
Naim52+PS 5000 2495
Naim 01 1780 1095
Naim 250 (old styI%) 1705 795
Naim SBL (cherry 6 mths old) 2200 1395
Naim CD3 1000 550
Naim CDI 1800 995
Nuance Plentitude pre amp na 295
Pioneer PDQS 2500 795
Revox A77 MK nfa 195
ers LSBSA (6mths old) Black 800 395
fq 2250 mli50,
Rotel RC 972 225 150
Rotel RB 981 300 * %96
Royd Abbott 500 195
Spendor SP9/1 Walnut 3500 1495

OPEN MON-SUN 10.00 TO 8.00 website: hitp:/members.tripod.co.uk/centralaudio
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—Interconnects & Speaker Cables —

1994 Best Speaker Cable

1995 G  EER Best Interconnect & Highly
.8. .’0, Recommended Speaker Cable
it e 7 Best Interconnect &

1996 ety

,' A Best Speaker Cable

Best Speaker Cable &
1997 E&@ @ Highly Recommended
g "’-n

Interconnect

Interconnects  Speaker Cables

Doesn’t Your System Deserve The Best?

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Please telephone, fax or write to

Cable Talk,

Unit J, Albany Park, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 2PL
Tel (UK ONLY): FREEPHONE 0808 - 100 - 6868
TEL: (+44) (0) 1276 686717. FAX: (+44) (0) 1276 686353
(CT HFW 10/99)

HiFI WORLD




TRY AN £800 INTERCONNECT IN YOUR SYSTEM

... AND KEEP IT FOR £125

Cables are designed with a sonic signature or tonal character to match specific
components, In well-matched systems these cables are often found to be harsh or

dull.

Petros and Stratos cables were designed for AudioSOURCE to complement
transparent components in a well-matched system: the goal was neutrality, thus
the musical flavour is transmitted as water flows along a smooth pipe. If our
cables sound bright or blurred, be confident that it is the equipment that you are
hearing! Petros and Stratos cables have the greatest differentiation of all
interconnects we have compared, that is to say that different recordings and dif-
ferent components just yield their own characters, transparently.

The design is complex, based on simple physics and extended listening tests. We
are now so far ahead of the game - and still moving the goal posts - that we will
disclose the basic principles. The two major principles were conducfivity and con-
tamination. Conductivity: low resistance, capacitance, etc, using the highest puri-
ty copper (silver content acid-free solder) in very fine but many strands. In outer
space, such cables would transmit Nothing But Signal (hence the esteemed
American NBS brand! Incidentally, we have some of their amazing cables for sale
at half-price). Contamination: since the invention of radio we are aware that your
wires act as aerials. Designers cannot eliminate this in the equipment without seri-
ous degradation of the music signal. Planet Earth is now cantaminated with EMI,
RFI, you name it, fields from cellular phones to AC mains. Coming from your

neighbours, factories, and your own hi-fi and non-hi-fi devices. Our cables use
twin axial (quasi-balonced) plus and minus wires, inside a triple-shielded braid
earthed at source only and taken through to the plugs. We also apply Kontak
cleaner (£14.95) to greatly reduce RF rectification and enhance surface conduc-
tivity. | losts for about six months. If you haven't tried it, you don’t know what
yOU are missing.

Stratos Series Il (launched in August) is a major leap forward in interconnects
which exceed the sonic performance of all but one extremely expensive (NBS)
digital and stereo interconnects we have tried in o wide variety of equipment.
Series two features our own RCA state-of-the-art phono plugs which feature our
tried materials {phosphor bronze, machined not bent copper) but enhanced noise
rejection. They are available for £29.95 per set of four. Do not judge the perfor-
mance by the price ... customers are disposing of major brands now shamed by
Stratos Il because our cables are sold direct to end-users without marketing
costs. This saves at least 75% when you consider that packaging and promotion
double the cost of cables and dealer margins and vat double it again. One stereo
metre of Stratos I, RCA or XLR thus sells for £125. Stratos Digital costs £59.

We are currently working on mains cords, forgive the humour, but it is very dif-
ficult to filter the nasties without contaminating the power itself. We will have a
cheap product which is quite good most of the time, and we may soon have a very
simple but powerful cord without passive electronics but it won't be inexpensive.

PHONE 0141-357 5700. FAX 0141-339 9762.

E-MAIL:jack@audiosource.co.uk The web is at www.audiosource.co.uk.

AE
Atacama
Audiolab
Ba&W 5 E.8
Cable Talk
Gonir a great placefor...
yrus — —
Epos | « Widest choice in the area‘
Harman-Kardon |, |ndependent advice
13 « Qualified staff
« Comfortable dem rooms .
Kenwcod
Kren'rv Superb showrooms Audiolab
Marantz » Main road location R E : .
Martin-Logan Maijor car parks nearby A
Mendian ol
Michell * Over 30yrs expenence
xlssi;O"A ” « Service Dept
onitor Audio « Del Lallati

Musical-Fidelty | ?f.i?fihi‘n'ﬂi atign The very best
Eﬁ:e.;-‘:gn | o Open 10 30-5:30 6 days in Hi-Fi and

gle p
Pioneer Home Cinema...
Quad ' N ]
REL Upto 3 yrs.
Rogers
o | Interest Free
Sonus-Faber Credit
Spendor deposit only 20% of
Tannoy | £500+ for 12 manths
TDL £1500+ for 24 months
Thorens £3000+ for 36 months
Yamaha subject to status.
& lots more.. - CEED

PS if you're making a special trip W
It's best to book, weekdays v
Krell

Monitor-
Audio

24 Gillygate, York
Tel. 01904 629659
High Fidelity Specialists est.1967

X Dem. Sale... Was  Now | Classic second-hand...
Acoustic Energy AE1 Il t/'w  £995  £745 Acoustic Energy AE! r/w £495
AE2 1l r/wood incstands £2090 £1400 Audiolab 8000C pre-amp £375
Audiolab  8000C £580  £475 8000A integrated amp £350
8000LX £470  £395 | Audio Innovations Series 1000
8000CDM+DAC  £2300 £1725 monoblox {were £1799) £750
8000DAC £900  £650 2nd Audio (was £3000) £1000
8000MX pair £1800 £1495 Gale 401 chrome/black £250
B&W CDM2 rAivood £400  £320 | HK Citation 11/12 prefpower
Copland CDA288 £1999  £1599 & 15 tuner the very first models,
Cymus 1111 £598  £475 in walnut cases £300
Commander remote £100 £50 | KEF 104/2 r/w (£2000) £850
PSX-R £328  £275 Marantz CD63 I KI-S £275
Power £498  £395 CDS8S (built like atank)  £250
SL integrated amp £398  £325 | Mission 776/777 bait pre amp &
JBL Aquarius S119 LSs  £1250  £625 2 x 100w power amp £950
KEF LS3/5a pianobk, LE £1800  £895 Argonaut bk.. big, twin bass £325
Krell 250 Pre+power £5195 £4650 | Quad 22 pre & powers £600
KAV300 cd £3550 £3195 ESL57 pair bk latest spec. £750
Marantz CDI17 bk. £800  £650 34 pre-amp £150
PM17 gold £900  £695 44 pre (din) £185
Meridian A500 r/wood £875  £650 405 power amp £200
M60 r/wood £2500 £1875 FM4 tuner (din) £150
566.20 £1095  £750 | Revox G36 1/2track 10”  £195
500 CDT +566.20 DAC £2420 £1795 B77 reel-rect 1/4 track. 7.5ips
M:chell Argo pre.+Hera £885  £595 pro-nabs. op cover £850
ISO phono stage £420  £320 | Rogers LS6 teak £175
Mission  753f oak £898  £750 Ruark Sabre bk £250
754f oak £1498 £1125 SME original 3012 £175
Monitor Audio Studio SOSE 3009 mkl original box £75
r/wood piano laq £5000 £2995 Tandberg TD20A
Studio 12 r/wood £1100  £825 1/4 track 7.5ips 10" 'reet  £650
Pink Tniangle Litaural CD  £2099 £1675 Tannoy Cheviot 10™
Tarantella+RB+XLZ £1054  £750 Dual Concentrics , walnut ~ £350
Pioneer CLD-D925 £800  £595 609 marble effect inc. stands £195
A300 Precision £400  £300 Thorens TDI124 mk2 +3012  £150
[ PDS505 Precision £460  £350 TD125 mk2 +3009 £200
| Quad 77 Power amp £600  £450 | TDI150+3012 in SME plinth  £300
77 Pre-Amp £700  £525 | vortexion Serics 4 recorder £100
77 Remote £300 £150
| 77CDbus (allcarbon) £700  £595
REL QIO00E bk, £495  £395
Yamaha DSP-A3090 £1500 (1125
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O ~ Interest Free Credit
~ On Selected items
o N Subject to status

~ UK only

NOW DEMONSTRATING
ANTHEM INTEGRATED 2 - “True Valve Monster Amplifier
AVI NU NEUTRON/BIGGATRON - “Monitor Heaven”
BOSE - “Speakers + Lifestyle Products”
CYMBOL DIGITAL TUNER - “A True Masterpiece”
ELECTROCOMPANIET - “Norwegian Class A Amplifiers”
GAMMA ACOUSTICS - “Rhythm Valve Amplifier”
GRADIENT - “Loudspeakers + Subwoofers”
JAMO CONCERT SERIES - “Unchallenged”
JM LAB - “Refreshing... Monitor To Monster”
LINN - “Hi-Fi + Multiroom
LUMLEY MONITOR - “At Last An Alternative”
MARANTZ - “Cd + Amplifiers”
MICROMEGA CD - “Premium 18+20
PRECIOUS METALS - “There Is No Rival”
PRIMARE - “Cd + Amplifiers”
QUAD 99 SERIES - “New Range... Truly Excellent”
REDGUM - “Australian Amplifiers”
RESTEK CHALLENGER - “German Monster Amp”
RESTEK CONCRET Il CD - “All Hail To The Ultimate”
RESTEK FANTASY - “Competent And Smooth”
ROKSAN CASPIAN - “Good Old Reliable British”
SONIC FRONTIERS - “Cd Heaven”
SONNETEER ALABASTER - “So Open”
SONNETEER BYRON CD - “Beautiful Sounding”
SONNETEER CAMPION - “The OId Faithful”
SONNETEER SEDLEY - “Phono Stage Perfection”
TOTEM - “Canadian Monitors”

AVI, ALCHEMIST, ANTHEM, BEYER, BOSE, BOULDER, CABLETALK, CASTLE, CHARIO,
CITATION, ELECTROCOMPANIET, EXPOSURE, FINAL, GAMMA ACOUSTICS, GENESIS,
HEYBROOK, JAMO, KEF, LINN, LUMLEY, MAGNUM DYNALAB, MARANTZ, MARSTON,
MCINTOSH, MERIDIAN, MICHELL, MICROMEGA, MONARCHY, MYRYAD,

MAIL ORDER HOTLINE 0181 878 0066
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5 Rocks Lane « Barnes
London SW13 0DB

Tel: 0181 876 3355
Fax: 0181 876 3399
e-mail:hiend2000@aol.com

CLEARANCE BARGAINS

WAS NOW
ALR JORDAN ENTRY 3M XD £350 £249
ALR JORDAN ENTRY 5 XD £550 £379
ALR JORDAN NO4 (BEECH) NEW £1200 £899
ALR JORDAN TAKE 2 (BEECH) NEW £1500  £1099
ALR JORDAN TAKE 4 XD £2000  £1399
ANTHEM CD1 CD (BLACK) XD £1700  £1299
ANTHEM CD1 CD XD £1700  £1299
ANTHEM INT 2 AMP XD £1800  £1399
CHARIO ACADEMY 1 NEW £1500  £1099
CHARIO ACADEMY 1 XD £1500 £950
CHARIO ACADEMY 2 XD £1750  £1199
CHARIO ACADEMY 3 XD £8500  £4995
GAMMA RHYTHM XD £2500  £1995
MARSTON AUDIO SILHOUETTE CD XD £899 £599
MCINTOSH MCD 7008 MULTI CD XD £3000  £1995
MICHELL GYRODEC RB/300/0C3/GYROPOWER XD £1320  £1099
MICROMEGA MICRODAC XD £499 £199
MONARCHY AUDIO D188 XD £595 £399
MUSICAL FIDELITY X-A1 AMP XD £480 £399
MUSICAL FIDELITY X-RAY CD XD £800 £679
MUSICAL FIDELITY XA100R XD £1000 £799
ROGERS LS55 XD £450 £249
ROTEL RCD951 CD PLAYER XD £300 £249
SONIC FRONTIERS LINE 1 PRE XD £2500  £1750
SONIC FRONTIERS LINE 3 PRE XD £5000  £3499
SONIC FRONTIERS LINE PRE XD £5000  £3499
SONIC FRONTIERS PHONO 1 XD £2000  £1399
SONNETEER CAMPION AMP XD £600 £479
THORENS TD10 TURNTABLE XD £199 £145

PRECIOUS METALS, PRIMARE, PROJECT, ORTOFON, QED, QUAD, RESTEK, REVOX,
ROKSAN, RUARK, SEQUENCE, SOUNDSTYLE, SONNETEER, SONICLINK, SENNHEISER,
SONIC FRONTIERS, SME, STAX, TDL, TEAC, TOTEM, TRICHORD, TANNOY, TARGET,
XANTEK.

WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER + 44 181 878 0066
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ORIGIN LIVE TURNTABLE KITS
Standard & Ultra

Now you can save money and build your own high
performance deck. The standard kit version is oftered at £145.
and the ultra version at £279. Both decks come with a full set of
drawings and guidance instructions. The kit allows for your cre-
ativity or there are optional parts that will enable you to assemble
a tried and tested design within 1-4  hours.
This is probably the easiest kit you will ever make.

“this Vinvl font end had my jaw heading towards the floor with
the solidity and transparency of the music it was making”...
“ the stundard came up with crysial clear images set in a broad
sound stage”... “With all these goodies in place. the standard
would give turntables at the £1200-£1400 mark o hard time.”
HI-FI WORLD SUPPLEMENT NOV 97

“is exceptionally easy to build and professional in both sound
quality and appearance”
HI FI NEWS SUPPLEMENT NOV 97

SUBPLATTER

SPINDLE & BEARING HOUSE

TURBOCHARGING

YOUR REGA ARM

“Nothing less than total dynamite!”

HI-F1 WORLD, FEB 1999
If you are the proud owner of any Rega arm, why not
atterly transform it into the league of super arms with the Origin
live structural modification:- £75 inc post & packing.
This modification will enable your Rega to perform at a level
exceeding that of arms costing over £1200. Internal rewiring with
high grade litz cable is also offered at an additional £70.

“I huve to sav the Regu modifications turn this humble arm into a
real Giant killer. Gone is the rather grey, sterile sound of the
cooking Regu. Instead. tonal colour is fresh, dynamics have great
speed and impact, and the sound stage is huge.” HI FI WORLD
SUPPLEMENT NOV 97 (structural modification only to a RB250)
WHAT HI-FI Sept 98 gave this modification a 5 star rating.

For arm modifications we normally return your arm in 2-3 days

I I ALLEN 8O.
= !

- ——

. REPLACEMENT REAR STUD.

COUNTERWEIGHT RICID ATTACHMLN

CROSS SECTION OF ARM END

THREADFD INSER

REGA ARM TUBE
WGH TENSILE THIN BOLT

BYSOLT ADJUETHMENT

For further information contact:-
Origin Live, 87 Chessel Crescent, Bitterne,
Southampton, SO19 4BT
Tel: 01703 578877 / 442183 Fax: 01703 398905
Email: origin.live@virgin.net
web site: http://www.originlive.com

TEL: 01428-651554 FAX: 01428-654592

P.G. Hi-Fi

Buying & Selling Vintage HiFi, Valves,

Classical LP Records & Spare Parts.

BT $ VALVE ALERT

Multiplex Decoder to fit Quad FM1  £50
QA12P Amplifiers (Pair) £0ffers ORIGINAL MULLARD ECC83
LAST BATCH MADE IN UK

33/303 £120
BLUE BOX - N.O.S.

£10 EACH INC P&P

Pai 00

s 520  FOREIGN ORDERS WELCOME
Stereo 60 £600 MINIMUM ORDER 10 VALVES
TL12.1 (Pair) £1300 -
TL25+ Gold (single) £220 Servicing for Quad Il + Leak
Trougline 3 stereo £100 A

Troughline 3 mono £40 Amplifiers

Leak Stereo 70 with Trougline 3
mono in original Leak wooden
sleeve £70
TL50+ (x2) (very rough) £300

Valves (G.E.C. Mullard etc.)
84 EF80

PX25 KT66 ¢ 3

Photocopies Of Circuit Diagrams +
Vintage Hi-Fi Literature
Spare Parts For Quad +
Leak - Transformers etc.
Garrard 301 spares

Many Others

Please Phone For Details. Quad Il mains transformer £100
CV378 (GZ37) Mullard £10 each Quad It output transfomer £100
Most Models Of Leak Mono + [RSEESRIEES £30

Please phone for details of other

Stereo Pre-Amps In Stock. Quad/Leak/Garrard spares

Garrard 401 + Acos Lustre arm + Speakers
Plinth £150
Garrard 401 £100  Celestion Ditton 66 studio

Decca H4E Cartridge £70  monitors £450
Nytech CA202 Amplifier boxed £50  Tannoy Canterburys with
Pye Mozart amp +pre amp + 12" monitor red's £900

FM Tuner

Technics SU8600 amp
{needs repair;

Radford K25 amp (single)

£400  Tannoy 3LZ Cabinet (single) for
10" monitor red
£25  Tannoy speakers + drive units

£350  for sale please phone for details

Wanted
Tannoy Speakers - Lancaster,

York, G.R.F. and Autograph.
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TEL: 01209 710777

NEW ITEMS

N T

)
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Denon AVD-2000, best buy for home cinema £380.00

' Denon DVD-3000, best buy for home cinema £650.00 |

’ Denon - full range available £POA |
Neat Acoustics - full range available £POA
Ortofon cartridges - full range available £POA
Seleco SVP 350, AWARD WINNING CRT PROJECTOR £3,500.00 !

‘ Sharp XV-C20E LCD projector £1,350.00
SME 20/2 precision turntable £POA
SME 20/2A as above with series V arm £POA

| SME series Il model 3009 pick-up arm £POA

. SME series 300 model 309 pick-up arm £POA
SME series IV pick-up arm £POA
SME series V pick-up arm £POA
TDL Loudspeakers - full range available £POA

We are Dealers for a good number of audio brands including PA and studio
equipment. Please conduct us with your requirements.

DVD, LASER DISC AND PROJECTION SYSTEMS NOW AVAILABLE

Consult us for your high (or low) end repairs/mods, CD
re-clocking, LASER DISC AC3 UPGRADES - PIONEER, SONY, PHILIPS,
DENON. We are valve and transistor specialists. Specialist cables
supplied and made fo order.

DUE TO THE ADVENT OF TRICHORD CLOCK ill WE NOW HAVE A NUMBER
OF CLOCK Il UNITS FOR DISPOSAL. WE CAN OFFER THESE FITTED TO
YOUR CD PLAYER OR TRANSPORT AT £110.00 INCLUDING RETURN
CARRIAGE.

— LT
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SUMMER SALE
NOW ON

PLEASE PHONE

FOR PETAILS Affordable Audio - (Northampton) Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists
168 Wellingborough Road Northampton NNI 4DU
Tel / Fax: (01604) 231261 or 845138 Mobile (0370) 877893

A séecoon of our e changng offrs or sale ale A slecon of o ever changng ofers for sale Equrvacnt e A selzcpon of our ever chamging ofers for sale Equvalent ale
(@ by guaranteed) Pre by puaraneed) Nwbre  Poe [l by gananned) Newboe P
AMPLIFIERS Cefesuon S8 63 (black) {f.c) s/h 400.00  169.95 Musical Fidelity X-Act DAC (new) (ex-dem) 13000 100,00
Dali Royal Menuet Ii mini monitors (cherry) {mint) s/h 50000 299.9% Philips (D1 210 (interactrve) (munt) s/h 40000 10993
Auton Siver Neghts (300B) valve power amps (ment) o/h 205000 110000 Infinity Reference 10 {vge) s/h 20000 129.95 Pioneer PDS 703 stable platter) remote {vgc) s/h £000 17993
Aram A0 (1981) (vge) v 30000 89.95 JPW Momtors ¢/w stands {black) {vgc) s/h 15000 139.95 Rotel RCD.970BX Remote (D Player (Mint/As New) s/h 35000 249.95
Aram 8 d/w remote nt (msnt/as new) b 10000 M99 Mission 752 Floorstanders (mint/as-new) s/h 500.00 299.9% Sony (DP-X 3000 £5 Top-Load (Gold) (D Player (minU/as new) /b 500.00 349.95
Creek (AS 4040 Int. MM. Phono () /h 9500 Mission 7351 Floorstanders (mint/as new) s.h 4£50.00 29995 Techmas St PS50 remote (vge) s/h - 129.95
Greec (6 420 7 x 40 was o anp (gg vh 100 8% Mrssion Cyrus 781 {black) {v.g.c) /b 15000 149.95 Techmes SL PTI7 remote {vge) s/h 35000 12998
Mararg P40 SE. e anp (g vh - 9% Stands for the above or others [v.g<) s/h - 59.95 Techmas SL-PG 200A remote (vge) s/h - 49.95
Mesn (s VPSX (b model g vh 0000 % Monitor Audio [l Mk.2/Phinths (pine) mint/as new) s/h 400.00  299.95  Teac YRDS.T {munt) s/h 60000 379.95
Mesn (s one feary} e} vh . 3% Monitor Audto R300 MD {black) (vgc) s/h 30000 159.95
Mesn (s oaebia) L it/ new) vh 30000 199 Homtor Audio R8SY MD [io!d] {vge) s/h 450.00  189.95 OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST
Hendon M(A . amp imm modie) e vh - 199 Monitor Audio MA-T00 PML (black} gc) w/h 600.00 299.95
P Fdey MO0 B 50 vars dis A fe) sh 10000 W00 Ruark Paladin (Dark Walnuty/Soundbytes {vgc) 110000 499.95  Aphason Glass 4 shell mun sand (el for X Senes) {mung) 10000 6995
NAD 3130 e (v} vh 30000 IN% Spendor SP.) (walnuty {vge) s/h 450.00 22995 Audioquest Chrystal Bi-Wire 2 X 4 Meters (vg<) vh 16000 6000
Papriorts M100 100 wats vahe moncblods pover amgs {ming vh 380000 199500 Tannoy TI85 Dual Concentnc (Walnut) {vgq) s/h loads 149.95 Gt Tak LS. Cables / Incans now m stock “New” - POA
Proneer A400 ) mt vz} vh 28000 14900 Rega Ela Floorstandars tblack) (mint) sh 500.00  299.95 Hordaunt Short Decoder One {Dolby Pro Logc Processor)
Quannim (02/2020 pre/power 2x 35 watt/phono stage {vgx) vh 14995 Celestion 7 1l (black) (munt) s/h 150.00  149.95 (mexpensve route 10 home anema) (mint) /h 40000 14995
Quad 33 preamp {gq) v/h 40000 7500 Lots of LS. stands i stock including Target/Alphason et :llaiplm trpe Ik nm”x/h 1500
Quad 303 power amgs (240 stodk) g¢) v - adh 12995 metre Neutrk pro.f | interconnects
Quad 34 preamp (BFF) (e} b 300 20000 PRODUCT OF THE MONTH (Recording st over purchase, 204 teyre good) per pa 3000
Quad 4 preamp (BUFF) o) b Ho s Masca by YRS (cass A [new) 13000
Rait KB 960K (ibibats) power-amp (v s T MUSICAL FIDELITY A-1000 Pureson 90104 Proce bterconnecs (e 00000 995
Sony TAF 300GES remote mt. {goid) (mwnt) /b $00.00 34995 ' Remote Angel 8 mto | immable remote control {mme) vh 90.00 59.95
Supden (51 preamp (vgc) b P 89.95 2-BOX INTEGRATED AMP (/W M.M./.C PHONO Yamaha 08 “:1 remote Pro Lagc amp (me) §50W |3;-:5
2 X 50 WATIS PURE CLASS A IN YGC BOXED & MANUALS ey i'lll.lél‘ o W iy
TURNTABLES/ARMS/CARTRIDGES PHONO-STAGE ETC NEW PRICE £&4560-066 AA PRICE £995.00 *;"h"m) o SEPARAT Esk t N N Idﬂ)'l ";'I;‘
oo Seing vale M. phere soge ) W0 250 TAPE DECKs/TUNERS ETC one! anyn‘m.e WIl(d Y‘."I']r Nty .“°(w‘ a"F'"g el
hudo Tedma 0C9 momg<ai armdge (1) h W00 1699 - - equipment 15 Sol with warranties. e welcome part-
Deca Spes Gl / POD hoed) (50) vh 51900 25000 Denon DRM 6505 Doby 5 etc fMimn sih 3000 14995 exchange on any of the above.
Denon D1+ 1030 mompg<ud carmdge (9 vh 1000 6995 Denon DRMIDHX cassetie deck / 3 motor / HLPro exc vge) s/h 19.95 -
Garrard 401 (s only) (vgg) vh kats 1000 Denon DRM 550 HXPRO etc: (mn/as new) s/h 160.00 13995 ’t forget we can offer mail
Heybrook 11 2 / formus four / Grado B + g9 sh 000 900  Denon TU - 215 RD RDS Digial Tuer () /b 15000 89.95 : .
U ke o oo 0 h 0000 995 Maranw SD.52 Dolby etc (mint) s/h BT XS All major credit cards accepted.
Lnn LP-12/ok [MALS (ahaba) (vi) vh 00000+ 59500 Quad FmAd (gnB) (mint/as new) s/h 480.00  275.00
Kuzma Stog sherr - wred toneam {mwng) h 75000 29995 Teac TH 500 RDS. Tuner i gold (mint/as new) sth 170.00  119.95 .
Mewon T8 T4 arn 0F (5] sh kot 3995 Technics ST.GT350 FM Digical Tuner {New) 15000 11995 Affordable Audio 15 always keen to buy, {or part-exchanﬁe)
Horacor SPR6 MM Phono Scge/PSU (Brllant Yzhue) New 2695 - | -kt H H ¢
mmxwmmnn"mm{&w 13000 COMPACT DISC PLAYERS/TRANSPORTS/D.A.C.S. Good quality Hi-Fi separates in good condition. Especially
NAD 533 fhega 1) / | Godmg Bl (s ne) shh M0 9%
&Ul&mmw m"?r] (xd( % 0000+ m;g :um ::vx ; remote e - 00425‘%0; H9.95 We can also sell your equipment for you on a
. ant {may X cam Alpha T remote {mint) 5 00249. b0 -
e B B30 KS (g} oh W00 9% Cambndge Dsamagi 1/ Dacmagi | (xge) o/h 50000 26995 commission basis. {Lowest rates/best return)
SHE 3012 2 Toneam ) s 000 15000 OPA hude bir 3 DAC fvg) s/h 35000 199.95 {Please phone Paul for details!)
Thorers 10320 W < am (g b 40000 1995 DPA fnllih(mem DAC (mint) s/h sig.go :1522
Marantz (DA2 {f.) s/h 250.00 i
LOUDSPEAKERS Maranaz (D-10 (S.O.T_l one box (D Player (vgc) s/h 120000 59995 WHY NOT V|SIT OUR WEB-SITE (UPDATED DA"-Y)
Marantz (D 73 (Gold} Drawer/Loader (D Player {vge) w/h loads 99.95
Canon 5.35 inc, stands {vgc) sth 30000 16995 Marantz (.50 S.E. remote (mint) s/h - 149.95 WWWAFFORDABLE-AUD'O(OUK
Canon $U.15 mi monitors {mint) s/h ;ID.OO 1495 Micro Mega (D3 top loader transport {Acrylic) {vgc) s/h I;OO.Dg 195.00
Castle Durham Bwire (black) {vgc) s/h 0000 11995 Musical Fidehity X-Ray 24/96 player (superb player} (new) 99.0 - J . -
Castle Tay (Rosewood) (mmllzx(ngnr) sth 35000 24995 Musical hdtllg X2k DAC (new) 300.00 E MAI L SALES@ AFFORDABLE AUDIOCOUK

Meonsitice
Avante Garde RX20 - a mere 36" tall and 12" x 12" at
the base - Absolute Sound review - “a true
torture test with a bass hne that's big, super fast and
continuous - the Gershman's handled it beautifully, servo
dnven Infinity RS1 towers have more power but are way
too slow. The Magnepan MG3.5/R’s, can't match the
low bass impact of the Avant Gardes, only the Thiel 3.6
can handle this track with aplomb and even they don't
sound quite as fast. Unquestionably, the Avant Gardes
are a tremendously musical loudspeakers”.
X-1, Specter, Enigma 500-X, GAP-520X

Sunfire Corporation

LAT INTERNATIONAL
World Class Cabfes Mads in USHA

AC-2 Power cable - Silver clad, Teflon insulated at 10awg; this
is the largest gauge of power cord we know of. The design of our
shielding system effectively eliminates interferences from
RF and EMI sources. Fitted

with a MK Tough plug and
R IEC or Fig of eight & & ‘L & !
connector.  European con-

nectors also available. Hi-Fi World Aug 99

Solder  connections  with “gained speed, control &

Wonder Solder. 2ft 249' 3ft 259' involvement. Improved

4ft €69, 6ft £89. Other lengths to ~ coesion and musicality”
order. 4, 6 and 8 way all steel distribution boxes with 3 ft of cable

& MK Tough plug £149, £179, £209. Analogue Interconnects,

1C-50, 1C-80, IC 100, IC, 200. - refer What Hi Fi for review ratings.

urfi o
@@m & Co Tl oy 18! 241 9826 74%644{/446 Hi-Fi Word Sep 99 - [C-50 ‘this months bargain”

POWER CORD

“For the money.
that's no mear: feat”
Hi Fi World June 99

TUBE PRE AMP. POWER AMPS 300 & 600 wpc

FIVE CHAMMNEL AMP 200 wpt x 5

2700 watt TRUE SUB WOOFER 11 INCH CUBE 18 HZ
2700 watt SIGNATURE SUB WOOFER 13 INCH CUBE 16 Hz

4 Arundel RoadZKlngslon UponThames
12

Pax 44 (0) 161 241 0099 *khk* WHATHIFI?  Speaker cables - SS800, BIWIRE, SS1000

E-Mail cweere @mcmail com

Are you making the right connections?

Send for Britain’s biggest catalogue of Iy 0" 5 s oil FRER Custom Cable Catalogue |
specialist cable and connections.

All available by mail order.
Phone 0181-942 9124 or clip
the coupon for your Free copy

CUSTOM CABLE

PO Box 4007, London SW17 8XG

Name

Address

]

]

]

[}

)

[| 4

]

]

] -

[}

[}

' Postcode _ . QJSJQT’
i NO FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED / G

E Send to: Custom Cable Service | &

: PO Box 4007 [ Gty
'
]
]

London SW17 8XG
HFW 10/99 ‘\"""»-\

|
/
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The Outstanding V20 Integrated Amp

E.A.R./Yoshino qull\jlpmcnt and Notti
V20 &

V20
Introducing Tim De Paravacini’s latest masterpiece. the outstand-
ing ¥ 20. Using no less thun 20 ECCK3 triodes operating in Class A
with no overall feedback, the result is the most natural and
uncoloured sound available today.

HI-FI NEWS: Ken Kessler: *What I think we're witnessing here is Tim
De Paravicini's finest moment and thig's scary. when you consider that
even his disastens are better than most designer’s tiumphs’™!

WHAT HI-R: vVerdict

Leading French magazine Diapason voled the V20 Anyplitier of the yeur.
To ez whid all the fies is about phone now for it personul home demonsgration

Used Equipment For Sale
Audiy Resezsch A0 pur mT Yyn old boxed new £5000 £1995
Roksan Xerves with XPS 3.5 DS-U1, RB300 mint boxed

£395
Alchemist forsetts pre, balanced.dual. moeno.psu 12mths old new £1009£495
£995

RETRO REPRODUCTION

Exclusive Scotiish distributor for

C3 and Spacedcgf now in stock.

“SPECIAL OFFER®
R. Clear Kit comprising of MM stage 5 passive

line stages housed in the E.A.R, 834 case work.
Simply stunning. £299.00

Musical Fideluy XLP £95
Sondzx inlegruted am| £75
Tannoy 11l LZ 105" M £50
Mendian 100 senes wner. power amp & PSU £350
Rogers SL6 speakens HES
Mendian 605 monoblocks 200 watt £795

‘Tube Technology Genesis 101) watt monoblocks with 2 box pre as new£ 1995

Fisher x 100 Integruted valve amp £14500
Rodgen Cuxet 111 valve amp mint £145
Leak stereo ) wath Pre very good condition £225
Rodgens LS 35A BBC Monitors 15 ohin Walnut Boxed £350
DNM Floor Stand For Tumtabies /Pre Amps / £75
Pionecr PL 12 [¥Drive Tumtable 145
Garrurd 401 Tumtable £95
Audio Innovations S200 Valve Pre with MC £195
Revox A78 Amp MK I £95
Meridian SX) Trany £625
P Ac response |S Burr walnut finsh as new £1000£795

EAR 834 L vaive hine stage £275
Quad FM3 winer with quahity mterconnect L5

Lumiey ST 40 valve power amp. 5881 x 4 valves 40 wait. chrome fiish
boxed unmarked £1300 new £595
Lumley 120 valve monoblocks Triode/Petode 120 watt chrome black finish

ham Analogue Tumtables

Sma perfectly formed MC3

M
Producing the very best trong vi

seh art and 1t's no

wonder with so many permutat \ M ot pdeple agree that
Moving Conl cartridge design i technically
superior than the Moving magnet but demands much more trom 1t's

ancillaries, especially the phone stage.

E A R/Yoshino have just launched the MC1 Cartridge Transformer with
a band width of Hz-1(0kHz, facihties for a wide range of quality car-
tndge outputs and twin wolated earth terminals for maXimum noise
reduction

The MC3 captures all the subtleties from the most complex recording
without resorting to thrusting or spitting 1t out. Its extreme clarity a
grainless presentation makes for a superb vinyl expertence

ART DUDLEY" Leading American hi-fidelity critic.

I'm impressed with the MC3. and from a musical point of view, [
think it's worth every penny of the price. Those of you who have
tube-based systems & can afford it should pester your local dealer

CARY CAD 872 SE 20 WATT CLASS A NIONOBLOCKS
SUPERB BULLDQUALITY ATA VERY COMPETTTIVE PRICE §

3 - mint. fantastic drive £3700 new £1995 |until he lets yiou take one home and try out Value/Quality ** =
Apogee € entaur Hybrid nbbgan « \mboxcd 2 Audiolab PPA phono stage boxed s new £505
R E T e A Wl 17 Audiolab 83%/M meno blocks (pain £795  Leak TL12+ parr £30000
L!"" Tikeg I“"‘ 4 Oy Audiolab 8000 A Integrated amp 9 manths old £295 EAR 834P £235.00
(‘mn ;(u;; . nlﬂc m:ll ) MR FAR G AT £1595 Quad 77 Tuner us new boxed £399  Mendrn 206 Delta Sigma CD £25040)
Cfr) n l‘]ml. v \edm['nu.\hlr 0 L I Quad 77 Iniegrated amp with quad system remote £399  Revox B77 Open Reel mint £495.00
ary SP301 Foontanden pran black 91.5 db ideal maich fro single s Pye FM Tuner valve with nwe gold finish £150  Leak Troughling 3 Tuner £95.00
e £2300 - g& Lk stervo 60 mint & professiomatly rebuil £595  Ledh Troughfine Tuner with studio 12 decoder full
Spendor T e P i o Rl chisd Meridian 602 Transport £605  reburld £150.00
T T oy pray T mes e~ G0y Cury 000 A s ol bosld £45500
o e 4 Mendian 604 Tuner £895  Cary 300b kit anip professional bui £495.00
’h#cnd&nmlg%f’(rl‘/l’kgu R T gz: Leak Stercopetic Tuner mint £50)  Stax head phones and encrgisens vasious models (phone)
il B i RO paddic. 05 Lk Stereo 30 amp min £50  Michell ISO phono stage £195
Opera Callis Flooranding spks mahogany finish. LomNSTereo Z4mp mint £65  Arcam Alpha 6 CD Player £175
Sonus Faber Extrema Sphs. ane of the best sphs in the world boxed mmt Thorens TDI24 BBC wmtable very rure £350)  Vanous Open Reels, Revex. Ferogruph. Sony (phone}
ﬁ:?c)ngc QG prenartly 297 Awam Nigha ¥ CD playe 12 mont, ok o0
< Mendian 205 monoblocks 100 watt £395 Duein:
él;hﬁkﬁ::d: Dl‘ﬁdmrmup:r::ﬂzs;ﬁm:nh £1995 |0k TL 10 monoblocks with spare valve £395  Leuk TL 50 + bronze & blsl(ck.sQuud 77 System, Leak Stereo 60,
- VA integrated o L3l R ixd 101 spendor as new £395 Mendian 601, 602, 604, PX 25, KT 61. KT8 (valves new boxed).
guarnioe BARGAIN £1995 &m m m,m“;'*‘ £300 Quad boxed ESLS7 mint. Thorens 124, Garrard 301, Revox G36,
R 149 Sphrs anginal GRILL nunt conditren £175 Radtord STA15, SME 12" Toncams (vanius iodels)
*NOW DEMOSTRATING NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN

Phone / Fax 0131 553 4126 or 07801/288686 |

s . TEL: 01283 702875
Used and Ex-Demonstration Equipment IAN HARRISON HI-H s 4
Equipment Description New Sale INCLUDING SUNDAYS
HIF| AT DISCOUNT PRICES. FREE NATIONWIDE DELIVERY
Arcam Alpha 7 Integrated Amplifier New £260 £195 TRADE IN YOUR OLD MOMING COIL CARTRIDGE & SAVE UP TO 45% OFF THE RRP.
Arcam Alpha 7 CD Player Ex-D 2330 £250 TONEARMS  CASSETTE DECKS COMPACT DISC
Audiolab 8000Q Pre Amplifier Used 1200 £995
DENON
B&W603 Loudspeakers Ex-D  £500 £285 Mok e PIONEER
Cyrus FM7 Radio Tuner Ex-D  £400 £325 AUDIO TECHNICA SONY R
Cyrus Pre Pre Amplifier Ex-D £648 £350 GOLDRING DENON DENON
Epos ES12(D.Cherry) Loudspeakers ExD £550 £350 AUDIOQUEST YAMAHA YAMAHA
Epos ES30(Cherry)  Loudspeakers Ex-D £2550 £1995 TRANSFAIGURATION SME MARANTZ MARANTZ
Krell PAM3 Pre Amplifier Used  £1900  £500 LONDON (DECCAl | 1~ s TASCAM PHILIPS
Krell KSA100MK2  Power Amplifier Used  £3847  £1200 — MICHELL EREER
Micromega Stage 1 Integrated CD Player  Used £550 £250 ADO CLEAR AUDIO PIONEER
Micromega Drive3 CD Transport Used £1000 £450 m HUL I TEAC SlASRS
Marantz PM66Ki Integrated Amplifier Ex-D £400 £195 ORTOFON | HIFI TASCAM
Marantz CD63KISig CD Player Ex-D £400 £275 AUDIO NOTE | FURNITURE SONY DENON
Marantz CD63SE CD Player Used £300 £165 DNM FOSTEX PIONEER
Martin Logan QuestZ Loudspeakers Used £5500 £2050 CLEAR AUDIO YAMAHA
Naim 32.5 Pre Amplifier Used £125 LOUD SARAIERS MINI DISC MARANTZ
PHILIPS
Opera 3a(Rosewood) Loudspeakers Used £1000 £595
Project 6+#MC15 Turntable inc MC15 Ex-D £500 £325 HARBETH AMPLIFIERS
Ruark Templar2/vV Loudspeakers (Cherry) Ex-D £630 £526 ATC
Rega Brio(New Style) Integrated Amplifier Used £298 £175 CABLES DENON
YamahaDVDS700 DVD Player Ex-D £700 £450 PIONEER MARANTZ
SONIC UNK PIONEER
@ ) AUDIOQUEST REEL-REEL ,Ypf:mf:)lsﬂ
SENNHEISER TECH!
THE \?” BEYER O e A sTuDER SONIC LINK
SONY TASCAM & OTHERS
owerplant o
p p GRADO QED [*ALL GOODS ARE BRAND NEW & BOXED
AUDIO- ORTOFON WITH FULL U.X. GUARANTEES. NO
2 TECHNICA EX/DEM OR EX DISPLAY GOODS. NO
66-67 Upper North Street, Brighton s NORDOST ~ GREY IMPORTS.
Tele: 01273 775978 Fax: 01273 748419 IBTCDS ES / DISCS CESSORIES
RECOH! = DL ER AAXE]
email@powerplant.co.uk DEMO CD'S : - v SONY o
0 OR o AXE] OTCl OLD
O 1) s [ OTEl
hi-fi, home cinema & multi room systems T A
Arcam. ATC B&W. B&O. Cyrus. Epos. M&K. Mission. Mark Levinson. Linn.
Lutron. Pro Ac. Rega. Rotel. Ruark. Tag Mclaren. XLO. Yamaha and more e s e liieg Ll ‘ 2 - St .
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Wanted all vintage and modern valve amps any
condition any age. Repair service for all models
Quad + Quad ELS57’s!!

DENYS TRICKETT’S
HI-FI CURIOSITY SHOP

QUAD ELS57 NEW GRILLES !!!
ORIGINAL PATTERN
£80 In plain aluminium

EUROCARD

)

AMPLIFIERS Lowiner Acousta ipain) |+ £350 £125 pair bronze or black
ual Vel u
Radford K25 pair + SC22 £1500 KEF 104's (pain) £275 RING FOR DETAILS
lé(iiAalksTtL12 Point restored pr. £g(g)g 1l\fjaonnnoor é\tigi(o 23)2 s (pair) gggg
ereoscope noy p

Quad It x2 + 22 P built £550 Linn Isobariks (tate model) £750 |
e b 22 e ebriiea £030 WE BUY & SELL VALVES!
iadf?rdassTAZnS amp or(\ly : £ggg TUNERS

antic al I ore H .
I(.:e‘;ak 'stow+|pPear’eLeusin ’P £00  Leak Tioughine St 140 For all valve amp repairs,

1 roughline Mono {
évgﬁtiéaéésgiesie?%%(irii. “ ggg ﬁ%%pn:ansgl_glve AM/FM ggg overhaulﬁ, rebuil Sf ! he best
e re| t arantz

Fiahor 400 Valve reciever (mint) £250 Tro LO2T £950 workmanship at the fairest prices
uai(r:r;32.5 5288 TAPE RECORDERS ALWAYS Buy: ell: EXChan?e:

I
Nairh 250 £350 _ Tannoys: Garrard 307/401
Linn 280 Power amp £325 Several - Ring for details Thorens 124/224 J Quad. Leak. Radford'

High voltage CAPS - Cheap
Ring for details

TURNTABLES

All our valve amps carry a
TWO YEAR guarantee

LOUDSPEAKERS

Williamson W.H.Y.
We ship abroad:-

T: Buckingh i 1,850 Thorens 150 £50 g 9
Tomoy 2 RecgPr " T8 Gana i fom £80 Tel/Fax for a guote, No destination too far
Tannoy Berkeley PR £400 arrard 40 from

Lomggr TPI (Iati;. model) £1,100 Garrard 401 _?ranite plinth A.D.C. 1 71 328 3281

Lowther Classic 400 (pair) £550 Arm V15 Mil £375

Lowther Corner Acousta {pair ~ £400

Visit us at:
Unit 231-2
Webheath Community Workshop
London NW6 2JX

5 mins Brondesbury + Kilburn Stn.
On-site parking!!

Tel/Fax 0171 328 3281

OPENING HOURS
TUES:THURS: SAT:10.30AM - 5.30 PM
WED: FRI: 10.30 AM - 2.00 PM
Ciosed all day Monday
Sunday by appoinment demonstration
of valve amps and Quad ELS57
E-MAIL: denystrickett@yahoo.com

-

Sound Investment

*High quality aluminium construction.

I you have invested expertise and

monay in building up @ sound system *Finishes available to your choice.

to your own unique specifications,
then why compromise wth indifferent
housing units®

Fi-Rax offers o new dimension in
audio visual racking - from a range
of standard designs to the flexibility
to custom create a unit to suit your
particular sound system and ifestyle.

*Fully adjustable 6mm glass shelving
*Sound isolation on shelving/feet.
*Custom crected to suit your system
*Free delivery throughout the UK.

Fi-Rax - a sound investment for those
who want the best from their

equipment.

Audio Visual Furniture

For further informotion or @ free brochure cantact JEM Dictribuhion

Springficld Mills, Spa Street, Ousett Wakefield WFS OHW
Tel: 01924 277626 Fox: 01924 270759

’ \ 202 FINDON ROAD, WORTHING, WEST SUSSEN. BN 14 0E)
S AT 5 3 o L N 3 g
VI,SQ, HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD. .L"& TEL. 01903-872288 OR (AFTER HOURS) 0860 660001 1-AN. 01903872234
- e-mail: heatherdale@hifi-sterea.com hitpi//avwavhifi-sicreo.com
HEATMERDALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED EOUIPMENT EXPORT FAC'LITES AVAILABLE  EXPOSURE 17 €495 MERIDIAN 203 D\ £18
EXPOSURE 21 Pri amp NEW /et ¢ VAC S 28 7 (WRCD b
SPEAKERS FINESTRA Py artg 8 FS MMSCELLANEOUS
AEY SIGNITURE speste . KRELL KRC2 Pre amp #) Remetp AUDIO RESEARCH Ve ¢
ACOUSTIC ENERGY A¢ €50 MARK LEVINSON 28 " srmo WIH PHONO T “5) Posy spesir Gabile # (1toe fos £
ATC TOWER 7'S MARK LEVINSON 357 T 55 R ! ¢
AUDIONOTE A% PASSLABS A (74 7 MOBILE FIDELITY
BKS 107 My 1 SYSTEMS REP LATEST SPEC 3 NAKARICHI *
CELESTION &« 0 NAIM NAXO
CASTLE HARLECHS ¢ AMPLIFIERS REVDX Pwif) 108 Tunteg £
DITTON 15 e AUDIONGTE 4 TEAC « 4
IMPULSE K5 Stwaicer ' AUDIONOTE Oritu VRSN HALL P50 5 15
KEF 103/104 £50 AUDION