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TH E APOSTOLIC FATH ERS

TH E SHEPHERD OF HERMAS

TH E Shephe rd of H ermas i s in form an apocalypse .

I t consists of a series of revelations made to Hermas
by the Chu rch

,
who appears in th e form of a woman

,

fi rst old, and afterwards younger ; by the shepherd,
or angel of repentance ; and by the great angel, who
i s in charge of Chri stians . Each revelation i s aecom

panie d by an explanation , and from these it can be
seen that though the form of th e book is apocalypti c
and visionary

,
its obj ect i s practical and ethical . The

main problem
,
which constantly recurs

,
i s that of s in

after baptism . In the circle towhich Hermas belonged
the bel ief obtained that Christians after baptism were
capable of l eading sinless l ives

,
and that if th ey fel l

they could not again obtain forgiveness . Experience ,
however

,
had shown that in thi s case few indeed

would be saved
,
and the message of H ermas was

that for sin after baptism there was stil l the possi
bility of forgiveness for those who repented, though
this repentance wou ld not avail more than once .

A great part of the book is taken up in developing
the detai l s of this doctrine of repentance

,
which i s

entrusted t o an angel call ed the Shepherd, who
gives h i s name to the book

,
and it i s obvious that
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THE SHEPHERD OF HERMAS

we have here the beginning of the Catholic doctrine
of penance .

The Shepherd i s d ivided into Visions (in the last
o f which the Shepherd appears), Commandments
or Mandates

,
as they are more usually cal led , and

Parables or Simil itudes . It may roughly be said that
in the Visions the necessity for repentance i s enforced ,
in the Mandates the l ife required from the penitent
is explained , and in the Simil itudes the working
and theologi cal doctrine of repentance i s developed .

The date and provenance of th e Shepherd i s fixed
by the list of canonical books in the Muratorian canon ,
which rej ects the Shepherd of Hermas, though some
accepted it as a canonical apocalypse

,
on the ground

that it was written quite recently
,
in our own time

in the city of Rome , by Hermas , while his brother
Pius was sitting on the throne of the church of the
city of Rome . Pius was Pope about 148 A .D . ,

so that th e Shepherd must have been wri tten in
Home at about that time . Many criti cs

,
however

,

think that it may have been written at interval s
during the twenty or thirty years preceding th is
date

,
and that traces can be seen of varying dates in

the three divisions of the book . This question
,

which can probably never be decided satisfactorily
,

and in any case depends on the consideration of a
mas s o f detail s which cannot be discussed shortly

,

may best be studied in Harnack ’ s Cbronologie and in
Z ahn ’ s D er H irl de s H ermas .

The authorities for the text of the Shepherd are
218 follows

N, Codex Sinait icus , conta ining Vis . I . i . l . t o

Mandate IV . i ii . 6 . written in the fourth century
,

i robably in Alexandria or th e neighbourhood .
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A
,
Codex Athou s

,
a MS of th e fifteenth century

,

original ly containing ten leaves
,
of which six are stil l

in the convent of S . Gregory on Mt . Athos
,
three

are at Leipsi c
,
and one , th e last, has been lost .

The text of th is MS was copied on Mt . Athos by
the celebrated forger Simonides

,
who brought back

with him th e three leaves now at Leipsi c
,
and later

on was collated rather hastily by G e organdas , but
it i s very difficult to read

,
and both the copy o f

Simonides and the collation of G e organdas are very
inaccurate . A photographic reproduction and trans
cript of the Athos fragment have recently been
published at the Clarendon Press .

H
,
a small fragment of vellum MS

,
containing

Sim . IV . 6- 7 and V . 1—5
,
now in Hamburg

,
published

in th e Sitzungsberic/zten d. Berliner Alcademie , 1909,
pp . 1077 f .

Fragments of t he text have al so been found in
the following papyri quoted as Pam

,
P
M

,
etc .

Amherst papyri
,
CXC . containing Vis . I . 1 , 2- 3,

I ; I I I . 12
,
3 and 13

,
3- 4. Mand . X I I .

and I
,
3 . Sim . IX . 2, 1—

2 and 4—5 . IX . 12
,

2—3 and 5 ; IX . 17, l and 3 ; IX . 30, 1—2 a
3 - 4. Publ ished by Grenfell and Hunt
Amhers t Papyrz

'

,
i i .

Oxyrh . No . 404, containing Sim . X . 3 ,
Published by Grenfel l and Hunt in
chus Pam/71

°

,
i i i .

Oxyrh . Pap . 1 172, containing Sim . I
Publ ished by Hunt in Oxyrync/zus Papyrz

'

,

Berl in Pap . 5513 , containing Sim . I I . 7—10
Sim . IV . 2- 5 . Published in Berliner K las s
Tewte , vi .
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Berl in Pap . 6789, containing Sim . VI I I . 1
,
1—12.

“

Publ ished in Berliner K lassiker Texte , v i.
Besides th ese Greek MSS and fragments

,
there

are three extant versions .
L
] ,
the Vulgate version found in many MSS .

,

publ ished in the Editio Princeps of Faber, Paris ,
1513 .

L
, ,
th e Palatine version found in Cod. Vat .

Palatin . 150, and publ ished in the Pa trum Apos toli
cor um Opera of von Gebhardt, Harnack and Z ahn .

L
,
without qual ification, i s u sed for the consensus

o f L
I
and L

2
.

E
,
an Ethiopic translation found by d

’

Abbadie and
publ ished in the Ablmndl. d. deu tschen morgenlana

’
.

Ges ells ch. Bd . 11. Nr . 1 .

C
,
a few fragments of a Sahidic Coptic version

have also been found in Papyri now in the Bib . Nat .

at Pari s and in the l ibrary of the Louvre , and have
been publ ished in the Sitzungsbericlzten d. Berlin

Altud . ,
1903

,
pp . 261 ff

,
in the Revue de l

’

Orienl

Clzrélien, 1905 , pp . 424 if
,
and in the Z . f Aeg. Sp r.

and Alfe rlums lcwzde 1910, pp . 137 if . Some evidence
is al so given by the numerous citations in Cl ement
of Alexandria

,
pseudo-Athanasius, and Antiochus of

Palestine
,
quoted as Clem .

,
Athan .

,
and Ant .

The text of Hermas i s probably far from good the
evidence of the papyri shows that neither N nor A
is completely trustworthy

,
and it i s unfortunate

that for s o large a part of the book A i s the onl y
continuou s Greek text . The evidence of LE and
the Patri sti c quotations

,
though often valuable

,
i s

too free t o be used with confidence .
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V IS ION 1

Hermas

l . H E who brought me up sold me to a certa in R h oda
Rhoda at Rome . After many years I made her
acquaintance again

,
and began to love her as

a si ster . 1 2. After some time I saw her bathing
in the river Tiber

,
and gave her my hand and

helped her out of the river . When I saw her
beauty ,

I reflected in my heart and said : “ I
should be happy if I had a wife of such beauty
and character . ” This was my only thought

,
and no

other
,
no

,
not one . 3 . After some time

,
whil e I was H e rmas

going t o Cumae, and glorifying th e creation of God, 533333
for its greatness and splendour and might

,
as I

walked along I became sleepy . And a spirit seized
me and took me away through a certa in pathless
district, through Whi ch a man could not walk, but
the ground was precipitou s and broken up by the

1 A s it stands t his is hardly inte l l igible : pre sumably t he
mean ing is that He rmas was born a s lave , and t hat his
own e r sold h im to Rhoda . I t i s impl i e d that he the n pas s e d
out of he r pos se ss ion , and late r on made he r acqua intanc e
again . The alte rnative i s that am m pwdw m e re ly m e ans
came to know he r prope rly .

”
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THE SHEPHERD
,
V IS . 1. i . 3—8

s t re ams of water. So I crossed that river, and came
t o the level ground and knelt down and began t o

pray to th e Lord and t o confess my sins . 4. Now
The Vi s ion

wh i l e I was praying the H eaven was opened
,
and I

ot oda

saw that woman whom I had desired greeting me ifoii
‘

l

kmg

out of the H eaven and saying “H ail
,
Hermas . Heaven

5 . And I looked at her, and said t o her : “ Lady
,

what are you doing here ? and sh e answered me
I was taken up t o accuse you of your sins before
the Lord .

”

6 . I sa id to her : Are you now accusing
me ? ” “No

,
she said, “ but li sten to the words

which I am going to say t o you . God who dwel l s
in Heaven and created that which i s ou t of that
wh ich i s not , and ‘ increa sed and multiplied it ’

for

the sake of his Holy Church i s angry with you
because you sinned against me . 7 . I an swered and
said t o her : Did I sin again st you ? In what place ,
or when did I speak an evi l word to you

? Did I
not always l ook on you as a goddess ? Did I not
always respect you as a sister ? Why do you charge
me falsely, Lady, with these wicked and impure
th ings ? 8 . She laughed and said t o me : “The
desire of wi ckedness came up in your heart . Or do
you not think that it i s an evil deed for a righteous
man if an evi l desire come up in h is heart ? Yes

,

it i s a sin,
” said she ,

“ and a great one . For th e
ligh t e ou s man has righteous designs . So

‘ long then
a s hi s designs are righteous hi s repute stands fa s t in
Heaven , and he finds the Lord ready t o assi st him
in al l h i s doings . But they who have evil designs in
their hearts bring upon themsel ves death and cap
t ivity, especial ly those who obtain this world for
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THE SHEPHERD
,
V IS . 7. i i . 4—i i i . 2

heart concerning her . It i s such a design a s this
which brings s in on the servants of God . For i t
is an evil and mad purpose against a revered spirit
and one already approved, i f a man desire an evi l
deed

,
and especial ly if it be Hermas the temperate ,

who abstains from every evil desi re and i s ful l of all

s implicity and great innocence .

l . BUT i t i s not for this that God i s angry with

you , but in order that you should convert your
family

,
which has sinned against the Lord

,
and

against you
,
th eir parents . But you are indulgent,

and do not correct your family, but have al lowed
them to become corrupt . For th is reason the
Lord is angry with you , but he wil l heal al l the
past evil s in your family, for because of their sins
and wi ckednesses have you been corrupted by the
things of dai ly l ife . 2. But the great mercy of th e
Lord has had pity on you and on your family

,
and

wil l make you strong and wi l l establ ish you in his
glory ; only do not be slothful , but have courage
and strengthen y our family . For as th e smith , by
hammering his work

,
overcomes the task which he

desires , so al so the daily righteous word overcomes
al l wi ckedness . Do not cease

,
then

,
correcting your

children , for I know that if they repent with all

their heart
,
they will be inscribed in the books of

W h y God
is angTy
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THE SHEPHERD
,
V IS . 7. i i i . 2— i v . 2

l i fe w ith th e sa ints . 3 . After she had ceased these
words she sa id to me Would you like t o hear me g

a

zi
n
g)
!

read aloud ? and I said : “ I should like it, Lady .

”

She sa id to me : “ Listen then , and hear the glory
of God . I heard great and wonderful things which
I cannot remember for al l the words were frightful

,

such as a man cannot bear . So I remembered the
last words

,
for they were profi tabl e for us and gentle

4. Lo
,

‘ the God of the powers
,

’

whom I love
,
by

hi s mighty power
,
and by his great wi sdom created

the world
,

’ and b y h is glorious counsel surrounded
his creation with beauty

,
and by his mighty word

fixed the Heaven and founded the earth upon the
waters

,

’ and by his own wi sdom and forethought
created hi s holy Church

,
which he also blessed

Lo
,
he changes the heavens

,
and the mountains and

the hil ls and the seas
,
and al l things are becoming

smooth for his chosen ones
,
to give them the promise

which he made with great glory and j oy
,
if they

keep the ordinances of God
,
which they received

with great faith .

1 . So, when she had fini shed reading
,
and rose The c lose

from the chair, there came four young men , and
took up the chair and went away towards the East .
2. And she ca l led me and touched my breast and said
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THE SHEPHERD
,
V IS . 1. i v . 2—11. i . 3

to me ; “Did my reading please you ? and I said
to her : Lady

,
this last part pleases me

,
but the

first part was hard and diffi cul t . And she said t o

me : “This last part is for the righteous, but the
first part was for the heathen and the apostates .
3 . Whil e she wa s speaking with me two men
appeared

,
and took her by the arm and they went

away towards the East, whither the chair had
gone . But she went away cheerfully, and as sh e
went said t o me . Play the man , Hermas .

V ISION 2

1 . WH ILE I was going to Cumae , at about the Th e s econd
“3 1011 at

same time as the year before, as I walked along I Cumae
remembered the vision of the previous year

,
and

the spirit again seized me and took me away to the
same place

,
where I had been the previou s year .

2. So when I came to th e place , I knelt down and
began t o pray t o the Lord and ‘ to glorify his
name

,

’ because he had thought me worthy
,
and had

made known to me my former sins . 3 . But after
I rose from prayer I saw before me the ancient lady

,
The anc ient

whom I had seen the yea r before
,
walking and lady re t um s

reading ou t from a l ittle book . And she said to

VOL. 11.
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THE SHEPHERD
,
V IS . n . 11. 4

—8

Master commanded me t o reveal to you , all the s ins
which they have forme 1 ly committed shal l be for

given them ,
and they shall be forgiven to al l the

sa ints who have sinned up to this day, l if they l e pe nt

with their whole heart, and put aside double
mindedness from their heart . 5 . For the Master
has sworn to his el ect by his glory that if there be
still s in after thi s day has been fix ed, they shall find
no salvation ; for repentance for th e ju st has an end ;
the days of repentance have been fulfil led for al l the
saints

,
but for th e heathen repentance i s open unti l

the last day . 6 . You shal l say, then , t o the leaders
of the Church , that th ey reform their ways in
righteousness

,
to receive in full th e promises with

great glory. 7. You
,
therefore

,

‘ who work
righteousness

,

’ must remain steadfast and be not
double-minded, that your passing may be with th e
holy angel s.2 Blessed are you , as many as endure
the great persecution which i s coming

,
and as many

as shall not deny their l i fe . 8 . For the Lord has
sworn by his Son that those who have denied their
Chri st have been rej ected from their l ife

,
that is

,

those who shal l now deny him in the days to come .

1 Th i s is t he main point of t he She phe rd . The

prim itive teach ing was that for s in afte r baptism no repe nt
an ce is pos s ible (cf . H eb . He rmas now s t ate s tha t it
has be e n re v e aled to him tha t up to th is day ,

”
i. e . t he

time of h i s re ve lation , s in wil l be forgive n to t he repe ntant
Bu t th i s offe r of forgive n e s s wi l l not be made a se cond
time .

2 Cf. He rm . Sim . ix , 25 . and Mar tyr . Polycarp . ii 3 wi th
the note on t he latte r pas sage as to t he doc t r i ne of a

t ran s formation of t he jus t into ange ls af t e r th e i r de ath .

2
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THE SHEPHERD
,
ms . 77. i i . 8—i i i . 4

Bu t those who denied him formerly have obtained
forgiveness through his great mercy .

1 . BUT , Hermas , no l onger bear a grudge against
your children

,
nor neglect y our si ster, that they may

be cleansed from their former sins . For they wi ll
be corrected with righteous correction

,
i f you he ar

no grudge against them . The bearing of grudges
works death . But you , Hermas , had great troubles
of your own because of the transgressions of your
family

,
because you did not pay att ent ion to them .

But you neglected them and became entangled in
their evi l deeds . 2. Bu t you are sa ved by not
‘ having broken away from the l iving God

,

’ and by
your simplicity and great temperance . These things
have saved you , if you remain in them,

and they
save all whose deeds are such

,
and who walk

in innocence and s impl icity . These shal l overcome
al l wi ckedness and remain steadfast to eternal l i fe .

3 .

‘ Blessed ’ are al l they ‘who do r ighteousness ’

;

they shal l no t perish for ever . 4. Bu t you shall say

t o Max imus : ‘ Behold , persecution i s coming, if i t
seems good to you deny the faith again .

’ ‘ The
Lord is near those that turn to h im

,

’ as i t i s written
in the Book of Eldad and Modat

,

1 who prophesi ed t o
the peopl e in the w i lderness .

”

1 Th is book is me nt ioned among t he Apocrypha o f t he

N .T. in t he A thanas ian Synops i s and in t he St ichome try of

Nicephoru s , but is no t e xtant . It is thought t o be quote d in
II Clem . x i . 2. E ldad and Moda t are me nt ioned in Numb e rs
x i . 96 .
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THE SHEPHERD . V IS . 17. i v . 2 - i i i . i . 2

1 . AND a revelation was made t o me, brethren , The
whil e I slept

,
by a very beautiful young man who £3 122

”

said t o me , Who do you think that the ancient lady ancient lady
was from whom you received the l ittl e book P I
said

,

“The Sibyl . “You are wrong, he said
,

“
she i s not . Who i s she , then ? I said .

“The

Church
,
he said . I said to him ,

Why then is sh e
old ? “ Because

,
he said

,

“ she was created the
firs t of all things . For thi s reason is she old ; and
for her sake was the world established . 2. And
afterwards I saw a vision in my house . The ancient Th e ancient
lady came and as ked me if I had al ready given the lady re t um s

book t o the elders . I said that I had not given it .
“You have done well, she said, “for I have words
t o add . When , therefore , I have fini shed all the
words they shal l be made known by you t o all the
elect . 3 . You shal l therefore write two l ittl e books
and send one t o Clement and one to Grapt e .

Clement then shal l send it t o the citie s abroad
,
for

that is hi s duty ; and Grapt e shal l exhort th e
widows and orphans but in thi s city you shal l read
it yourself with the elders who are in charge of the
church .

”

V I S ION 3 .

l . Tm: third vision which I s aw
,
brethren

,
was as Th e ancient

follows : 2. I had fasted for a long time
,
and prayed iifn

come s
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THE SHEPHERD
,
V I S . m . i . 6—i i . I

she touched me and said : Hermas ! s t op asking
all these questions about your sins

,
ask also

concerning righteo usness
,
that you may take presently

some pa rt of it to your fam i ly . 7 . And she raised
me up by th e hand and took me to the couch and sa id
t o the young men Go and bu ild . 8 . And after
the young men had gone away and we were alone ,
she said t o me S it here . I said to her : Lady

,

let the elders sit fi rs t .

1 She said Do what I tell

you ,
and sit down . 9 . Yet when I wi shed to sit £3n

on the right hand sh e would not let me , but signed couch
t o me wi th her hand t o sit on the left . When there
fore I thought about this, and was gr ieved be cau se
she did not l et me sit on the right hand, she said to
me : “ Are you sorry, Hermas ? The se at on the The place
right i s for others

,
who have already been found

well-pleasing to God and have suffered for the Name
.

But you fal l far short of sitting with them . But
remain in your s impl icity as you are do ing

,
and you

shal l sit with them
,
and so shall all who do their

deeds and bear what they also bore .

1 . What
,
I said, did they bear ? Listen

,

she said : “ Stripes , impri sonments, great affl i ctions ,
crucifixions , w i ld beasts, for the sake of the Name .

1 The me an ing is obs cure t he e lde rs ’

is ofte n e xpla ined
as the E lde rs of t he Church

,

’ but it is more probably a

me re formula of pol ite ne s s s e n iore s pr iore s .

’
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THE SHEPHERD
,
V I S . m . 11. 1 — 6

Therefore is i t given to them to be on the right
hand of the Holiness, and to everyone who shal l
s uffe r for the Name but for the rest there i s the left
side . But both

,
whether they sit on the right

or the left, have the same gifts, and the same
promises

,
only th e former sit on the right and have

somewhat of glory . 12. And you are desirous of

sitting on the right hand w ith them
,
but your

fail ings are many . But you shall be cleansed from
your fail ings

,
and all who are not double-minded

shall be cleansed from al l sin s
,
up to this day .

3 . When she had said th is she wished to go away
,

but I fel l at her feet and besought her by the Lord
,

to show me the vision which she had promised .

4 . A nd she again took me by the hand and l ifted Th e vis ion
me up, and made me sit on the couch on the left Of t h e “W“

and she herself sat on the right . And she l ift ed up
a certain glittering rod

,
and she said to me : “Do

you see a great th ing ?
” I said to her : “ Lady

,
I

see nothing. She said t o me : Behold
,
do “you

not s e e before you a great tower being built on the
water with sh in ing square stones ? 5 . Now the
tower was being bu i lt four-square by the six young
men who had come with her ; but tens of thousands
of o ther men we re . bringing stones , some from the
deep sea

,
and some from the land, and were giv ing

them t o the six young men , and these kept taking
them and building . 6 . The stones which had been Th e stone s
dragged from the deep sea

,
they . placed without

e xception as they were into the building
,
for they

had all been shaped and fitted into the j oins with
the other stones . And they so fastened one to th e
other that their j oins cou ld not be seen . But t he
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THE SHEPHERD
,
Vis . 771. i i . 6 - i i i . 1

bu i lding o f the tower appea red as i f it had been
built of a single stone . 7. Of the other stones

,

which were being brought from the dry ground, they
cas t some away

,
and some they put into the building

and others they broke up and cast far from the
tower . 8 . And many other stones were lying round
the tower

,
and they did not use them for the

building
,
for some of them were rotten

,
and others

had cracks
,
and others were too short

,
and others were

white and round and did not fit into the building.

9 . And I saw other stones be ing cas t far from
the tower

,
and coming on to the road

,
and not

staying on the road
,
but roll ing from the road into

the rough ground . And others were fal l in g into the
fire

,
and were being burnt

,
and others were fall ing

near the water
,
and could not be rolled into th e

water
,
al though men wished them to be rol led on

and to come into the wate

1 . Wh en she had showed me these things she The

wi shed t o hasten away . I said to her : Lady
,
what 000011

7110 10 1)

does it benefit me to have seen these th ings
,
i f I do Vim “

not know what they mean ? She answered me and
said : You are a pers i stent man

,
wanting to know

about the tower . “Yes
,
I said

,

“Lady
,
in order

that I may report t o my brethren
,
and that they

may he made more j oyfu l , and when they hear these

VO L. 11.
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THE SHEPHERD
,
V I S . m . i v. r—v . 7

young men who are bui lding ? These are the
holy angels of God

,
who were fi rst created , to whom

the Lord del ivered all his creation to make it increase ,
and t o build it up, and to rul e th e whole creation .

Through them
,
therefore

,
the bui lding of th e tower

shal l be completed . 2. But who are the others, who
are bringing the stones They also are holy angels
of God

,
but these six are greater than they . Th ere

fore the building of th e tower shal l be completed,
and all shall rej oice together around the tower, and
shall glorify God because the building of the tower
has been completed . 3 . I asked her saying
Lady

,
I would l ike t o know the end of th e stones

,

and what kind of force 1 they have . She answered
me and said It i s not because you are more worthy
than al l others that a revelation should be made to

you , for there were others before you and better
than y ou ,

to whom these vi sions ought to have been
revealed . But in order that the name of God m ight
be glorified ’ they have been

,
and shal l be

,
revealed

t o you because of the double-minded who dispute in
their heart whether these things are so or not . Tell
them , that all these th ings are tru e , and that there
is nothing beyond the truth

,
but that al l things are

strong and certain and wel l-founded .

l . L I STEN then concerning the stones which go Th e s tone

into the building . The stones which are square and
1 H e re almos t t he equi vale nt of ‘mean ing.

’ What is
the ir meaning in t he vis ion ?

’
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THE SHEPHERD
,
V I S . Il l . v . 1 - 5

white and which fit into their j oins are the Apostles
and bishops and teachers and deacons who walked
according to the maj esty of God

,
and served the

elect of God in holiness and reverence as bishops
and teach ers and deacons ; some of them are fallen
asl eep and some are stil l al ive . And they always
agree d among themselves

,
and had peace among

themselves
,
and l istened t o on e another ; for which

cause their j oins fit in the building of the tower .
2.

“But who are they who have been brought out
of the deep sea, and added on to the building, and
agree in their j oins w ith the other stones which
have already been built ? ” “These are they who
have suffered for the name of the Lord . 3 .

“But
I should l ike to know

,
Lady

,
who are th e other

stones which are being brought from the dry land ?
She said “Those which go into the building with
ou t being hewed are they whom the Lord approved
because they walked in the uprightness of the Lord
and preserv ed his commandments . 4.

“ But who
are they who are being brought and placed in the
building ? ” “They are young in the faith and
faithful ; but they are being exhorted by the
angels to good deeds

,
because wickedness has been

found in them . 5 . But who are they whom they Th e re ject ed
were rej ecting and throwing away ? “These are
they who have sinned and wish t o repent ; for thi s
reason they have not been cast far away from the
tower, because they wil l be valuable for th e building
if they repent . Those

,
then

,
who are going t o

repent, if they do so, wi ll be strong in the faith i f
they repent now

, while the tower is being bui lt ;
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TH F. SHEPHERD ,
V is . 777. v . 5

—vi . 5

but i f the building be finished , they no longe r have
a place

,
but wi ll be cast away . But they have only

this
,
— that they l ie beside the tower .

”

1 .

“Do you wi sh t o know who are those which The s tone s

are being broken up and cast far from the
These are the sons of wickedness ; and the ir faith
was hypocri sy, and no wi ckedness depar t ed from
them . For th is cause they had no salvation, for
because of their wi ckedness th ey are not useful for
the bu ilding. Therefore they were broken up and
cast far away

,
becau se of th e anger of the Lord

,
for

th ey had provoked his anger . 2. But the others of Th e s tone s
whom you saw many l eft lying and not going into £132

0“0“

the building, of these those which are rotten are they
who have known the truth , but are not remaining in
it . 3 .

“And who are they which have the cracks ?
“These are they who he ar malice in their hearts
against one another, and are not ‘ at peace among
themselves

,

’ but mainta in the appearance of peace,
y e t when they depart from one another their wicked
nesses remain in their hearts . These are the cracks
which the stones have . 4 . And those which are
t oo short are th ey which have believed

,
and they l ive

for th e greater part in righteou sness
,
but have some

measure of w i ckedness . Therefore th ey are short
and not perfect . 5 .

“But who, Lady, are the white
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THE SHEPHERD
,
VlS . 177. vii . 7—6

road
,
and err and wander m i serably in the rough

grou nd . And they who a re fal ling into the fire
and are being burnt

,
these are the y who finally

‘ apostatise from the l iving God ’ and it no longer
enters into their hearts to repent because of their
l icentiou s lusts

,
and the crimes which they have

committed . 3 . But do you wi sh to know who are
the others which are fall ing near the water and can
not be rolled into th e water ? ‘These are they who
have heard the Word ’ and wish to be bapti sed ‘ in
the name of the Lord .

’ Then, when the purity of

the Truth comes into their recol lection they repent
and go again ‘ aft er their evi l lu sts . ’ 4 . So she
ended the explanation of the tower . 5 . I was stil l Th e e nd o f

unabashed and asked her whether really al l these 3
1

5,
5

3
t

stones which have been cast away
,
and do not fit into

the building of the tower
,
— whether repentance i s

Open to them and they have a place in th i s tower.
Repentance , she said, “ they have , but they can
not fit into this tower . 6 . But they wil l fit into
another place much less honourable

,
and even this

only after they have been tormented and fulfi l led
the days of thei r sins

,
and for thi s reason they wil l

be removed, l because they shared in the righteous
Word . And then 2 it shal l befall them to be removed
from their torments, because of the wickedness of

the deeds wh ich they committed . But if it come
not into their hearts they have no sal vation , because
of the hardness of their hearts .

1 from their punishment .
2 Apparently the meaning is Then , i. e . i f they repent , ’ but
the text is obscure

,
and probably some word s have been lost .



THE APOSTOLIC FATHERS

1 .

"

07 6 07
5

V 6770 V0 0/7 77V 67007
7 05V 0 757 77V 7repL

770V7 0>V 7 015v , 7767 6 7 07070 786 7V ;
K d T G7Tl56U/LOS

‘ 05V 7 0V 96 0 0 00 90 7 7760776070779 67 6

11 75/ a 7 075 7867V. 2. 6773 57 6717 0 0 0 7577 606 7870 0 6 V

7707 57 6776 7 77707 1357 677 6 79 6 77 7 0 n V07770 9 17 75w
7 075 77 75pyou ; BA677 70, 77Vp70 . 0 77 7507 09
07
5

7 09 7577 75 7 015v 780 0 7 023 7 0 7 770 7 67777 07 77V

7 075 p 70V . 3 . 0
'
770V 6 V75V 7 0 9 6V6p

'
ye709 0 757 05V .

77 776V 7773057 77 0 75T05V, 77 77
700

7 0750 0 7 0 9 746700 9 ,
H 70 7 79 770776 77 00 870 7 0 757 779 0 05§0V7 0 7 07 677M /7 7 0L

7 075 96 075. 4 . 77 86 77 77 6p76 §w0776v77 770 7

dv8p7§0776V77,
(

E'
p CiT GLa 77057 677 00 0 757 77 9V ryaf7 77p

60 7 LV 7 779 117
50 7 6079 . 09 a v 07

5

V 077057 0V9770 77 0 757 77,

77077070709 7 711 6 7 61717 6V 7 77 {0 77 0 757 075, 757 7 770V7 wV

705V 770V77p05V 670w 0 76656
7 0 7, 77 70 7 6 7507V 07 7, 60V

0775651777 0 7
1

7700 779 677 7907770 9 770V77p0 9 , 772t 77p0V0
77 770 6 7

2
7
’

a 0 705V70V. 5 . A7 86 K up7a , 7 7V6 9

6 70 7V ; ®n a 7 6p6 9 0707 777 t 6 70 7V. 007t 075V7 0 7

86 7777 ,
06V A77?»07n9 , fi 86 E77 70 7 777

7 77, 77 86
5

A770 /6 7
'
0 ,

77 86 2671 707 779 , 77 86 A7 0 7777. 07 0V 075V 7 0 6p7 0

7 779 77777 77759 0 757 05V 770 V7 0 7707770 779 , 875V0 0 0 7 £7700 7.

6 . H 9e7t ov , n 05va 7, xvp70 , 7 79 7 7V0 875V0/7 7V

6X6 7 0 757 05V .

”
A ff ove , 76770 7V, 709 8UV0 /.76 79 , 0 9

6XOV0 7V. 7 . xp0 7 075V7 0 7 86 V 77 0577“? t 0 7 8VV0

;7 6 79 0 757 05V 7707 07707t 0V90750 7V 057 57 7757 0 79 , 7709079
770 7 r

ye
f

e Vn776V0 7 670 75V. 677 7 779 H00 7 ew9 7 6 V

Va 7 a 7 Ef
yicp07 6 70 , 677 7 779

’

E7

y/cp07 6 70 9 A77M57 779 ,
677 7 779 A77)»07 777 09 Aka /7 70 , 677 7 779 Aim /770 9

1
77 707 6 750717 07 7 667V 0 77766777 07 ALE, 7707N .

9
7702«Anpovom

'
we t N.



THE SHEPH ERD ,
V lS . 717. v i i i . 7— 7

I . WH EN
,
the re fore

,
I ce ase d aski ng he r all the se The v is ion

things , she sa id to m e :
“Would you l ike to s e e 3

5

0723
6 5”

some th ing e l se ? I was anxi ou s to s e e it
,
and

re joice d gre atly a t t he prospe ct . 2. She looke d at

m e and sm i l e d and said to m e : Do you s e e se v e n
wom e n round t he towe r 9 Ye s

,
I sa id ; “ I s e e

them .

“Th is towe r is b e ing suppor t e d by them
accord ing to the comma ndm e n t of the Lord . 3 .

H e ar now the i r qual itie s . The fi rst of them who The

i s clasping he r hands i s cal le d Faith . Through he r
e X planatm"

the chose n of God are sav e d . 4 . The se cond
,
who i s

girde d and looks l ike a man
,
i s cal le d Contine nce ;

she i s t he daughte r of Fa ith . Whosoe v e r the n shal l
fol low he r be come s ble sse d in h is l ife , be cau se he
wi l l absta in from all e v i l de e ds, be li e v ing that if he
re frains from e v e ry e v i l lu st he w i l l inhe rit e te rnal
l ife . 5 . Bu t who are t he othe rs

,
Lady ?

“They
are daughte rs one of th e oth e r, and the ir nam e s are
Simp l icity, Knowl e dge , Innoce nce , Rev e re nce , and

Love . Wh e n th e re fore you pe rform all t he de ed s of
the ir mothe r

, you can l iv e . 6 . I wou ld l ike
,
The powe rs

Lady, sa id I
,

to know what are the ir se v e ral
powe rs .

” 1 Liste n
,

she said, to the powe rs wh ich
they hav e . 7. The ir powe rs are supporte d one by
t he othe r, and they fol low on e anothe r accord ing to
the ir bi rth . From Faith i s born Contine nce , from
Contine nce Simpl icity, from Simpl ic ity Innoce nce

,

1 H e re als o (of . V i s ion III. iv . 3)
‘

powe rs
’

probably is
almost equ ivale nt to ‘mean ing

’ or ‘
s ign ification .

’
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SHEPHERD
,
v is . m . v i i i . 7—ix. 2

Innocence Reverence
,
from Reverence Know

from Knowledge Love . Thei r work s there
e re nt and godly. 8 . Whosoever

serves them
,
and has the strength to lay hold

eir works
,
shall have hi s dwel l ing in the tower

the saints of God . 9 . And I began to ask her
u t the times , i f th e end were yet . But she cried
with a loud voice saying

,
Foolish man

,
do you

see the tower stil l being bui lt ? Whenever
re fore the building of the tower has been finished

,

the end comes . But it wi l l quickly be built up ; ask
me noth ing more . This reminder and the renewal
of your spirits i s su ffi ci ent for you and for the saint s .
10. But the revelation wa s not for you alone, but for
you to explain it t o them all

,
11 . after three days

,

for you must understand it fi rst . But I charge you
first

,
Hermas, with these words, which I am going

to say to you , t o speak them all in to the ears of

the sa ints
,
that they may hear them and do them

and be cleansed from their wickedness
,
and you with

them .

1 . L I STEN t o me, chi ldren ; I brought you up in Th e charge
great simplicity and innocence and reverence by the
mercy of God , who instil led righteousness into you
that you should be j ustified and sanctified from al l
wickedness and all crookedness . But you do not
wi sh t o cease from your wickedness . 2. Now

,
there

VOL. II.
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THE SHEPHERD
,
v is . m . i x . 9

—x . 6

therefore
,
children

,
that these disagreements do

not rob you of your l ife . 10. H ow wi l l you correct
the chosen of the Lord if you yoursel ves s u ffe r no

correction ? Correct therefore one another and ‘ be
at peace among yourselves,

’ that I also may stand
j oyful ly before the Father

,
and give an account of

you al l t o the Lord .

1. WH EN therefore sh e ceased speak ing with me, Th e
the six young men who were building came and took 35131

1

8

1 01 ?

her away to the tower
,
and four others took up the

couch and bore it away al so to the tower . I did
not see their faces because they were turned away.

2. But as she was going I asked her to give me a
revelation concerning the three forms in wh ich she

had appeared to me . She answered me and said ,
Concerning these things you must ask some one
else to reveal them to you . 3 . Now she had
appeared to me

,
brethren

,
in th e first vi sion in the

former year as very old and sitting on a chair . 4.

But in the second vi sion her face was younger
,

but her body and hair were old and she spoke w ith
me standing but sh e was more j oyful than the first
time . 5 . But in the th ird vision she was quite
young and exceeding beautiful and only her hair
was old ; and she was quite j oyful

,
and sat .on a

couch . 6 . I was very unhappy about thi s
,
and
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THE SHEPHERD ,
VIS. m . x. 6—x i . 3

wi shed t o understand this revelation , and in a vision
of the night I saw the ancient lady saying t o me

,

Every request nee ds hum il ity : fast therefore and

you shall re ceive what you ask from the Lord . 7 .

So I fasted one day and in the same night a young
man appeared t o me and said to m e ,

“Why do you
ask constantly for revelations in your prayer ? Take
care lest by your many requests you inj ure your
flesh . 8 . These revelations are suffi cient for you .

Can you s e e mightier revelations than you have
seen ?

”

9 . I answered and said to him
,

“ Sir
,
I

only ask you that there may be a complete revelation
concerning the three forms of the ancient lady .

He answered and said to me, H ow long are you
fooli sh ? You are made foolish by your double
mindedness and because your heart i s not turned to
the Lord .

”

10. I answered and said again to him,

“ But from you , s ir
,
we shal l know them more

accurately.

”

I. LISTEN, he said ,
“ concerning the forms Th e thr e e

which you are asking about . 2. Why did she appear {533
5

1127t
to you i n the first vi sion as old and seated on a

lady

chair ? Because your 1 Spirit i s old and already fading
away

,
and has no power through your weakn ess and

double-mindedness . 3 . For j ust as old people, who
have no l onger any hope of becoming young again

,

1 This ‘ your ’ is p lural , in contrast t o t he ‘

you
’
in the

preceding sentence , which is s ingu lar.
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THE SHEPHERD
,
VIS. m . x i . 3—xn . 3

look for nothing except their last sleep
,
s o also you ,

who have been weakened by the occupations o f this
l ife

,
have given yoursel f up to worry

,
and have not

‘ cast your cares upon the Lord .

’ But your mind
was broken, and you grew old in your sorrows . 4.

“Why
,
then

,
I should like t o know

,
did she s it i n a

chair
, s ir ? Because every sick person sits in a

chair because of his si ckness
,
that the weakness of

the body may find support . Here you have the

type of the first vi sion .

1.

“BUT in the second vision you saw her stand
ing

,
and with a more youthful and more cheerful

countenance than the former time
,
but with the

body and hair of old age . Listen
,
he said, “also t o

this parable . 2. When anyone i s old
,
he already

despairs of himself by reason of hi s weakness and
poverty, and expects nothing except the last day of

his l ife . Then an inheritance was suddenly left him,

and he heard it
,
and rose up and was very glad and

put on his strength and he no longer li es down but
stands up, and hi s spirit which was already destroyed
by his former deeds i s renewed

,
and he no longer

sits sti ll
,
but takes courage . So also did you

,

when you heard the revelation
,
which the Lord

revealed to you, 3 . that he had mercy upon you
,
and

renewed your spirit ; and you put aside your weak
ness

,
and strength came to you , and you were made

57



THE APOSTOLI C FATHERS

x5 7 77p00
'

77M96V 15
,
1LZV L

’

0
'

v 67 779 5 5 7 6:V65vV5 ,
1LL69777 6

6 V 7 77 77L0
'

7 6 L, 1175 7 L5wV 50 1L15pL09 7 77V L0
'

v 0770L770
'

LV

15
,
1LL5V 6XLip77 5 5 7 5L5 7 0157 0 6577>t 0>0 6 V 15

,
1LLV 7 77V

OZICOSO/l fl
‘

fll 7 015 77 15p
'
yov 1175 7 5

'
7 6p5 577X050

'

6L, 6
’

5V 6
’

5X779 1cap5155 9 65p77V6 156 7 6 6
’

V 55 07 029 .

R I f I

1 . T77 56 7 pL7 77 0p50
'

6 L 6756 9 5 157 77V Véw‘

Tepa V ma 7C 3 a

17 5 a Ka l. L7t 5 p5 V lca L 5 5 7t 77V 7 77V 71.0pcp77V 5 07 779
'

c I I al a I

2. (09 6 5 V yap 7 LVL Kvwov/Lw tp 6X977 5 77 675 5
3 I 3 3 I A I n

5 7 5 077 7 L9 , 6 v909 6 77 6X5 96 7 0 v 71
'

p07 6pwV Kv
'n

'wv
V I 3 I

11:5 L 0v56 V 5 k7t o 7rp00
'56X6 7 5 L 6 L

,
5 77 7 77V 5 77 655 5 5

77V 7
’

71cov0 6 V, 5 5 7 L
’

0v 0770L627 5 L 7&0L775V 6 L
’

9 75
a A a

5 fy5 195V 17 5 7 5V5 V6007 5 L 5 157 00 7 0 wve v/La 5L5 7 77V

X5 pLiV, 77V 6 7t 5
,
8 6 V °

0157 079 5 5 7 5V5 V6070 LV

6 15 7755 7 6 7 L5V 77V6 v/L57 5 V 15
,
1LL5V 1550V7 6 9 7 5 157 5 7 5

I 9

57 5 195 . 3 . 775 7 (in 6
5

77 7 O
'

U/LNJI
‘

GM OU 6 L56 9 5 5 977
I c I

p éV77V, 150
'

v 5 77 0
'

7 L 7 6 0 0 5 p5 9 77055 9 6X6L

7 5 a vpxjr ekwv 15a”

v (59 5 5 7 7 5p 0

5L5 7 60 0 5pLoV 0
'

7 0LX6LL0V 1Lp5 7 6 L7 5 L. 4. 0L

A I

015V 75 6 7 5 V077
'
0
'

5 V7 6 9 07t o7 67tw9 V60L 6
'

0
'

0V7 5 L 5 5 7
I t 3 f l I

7 6965 6XL077L6 V0L, 0L GE07t 779 5 5 p5L5 9 71.6 7 5 V0770 5 V7 6 9 .

I A 3 I I

5 77 6X6L9 0X07 67t 77 7 77V awoxa hvxpw
'

7L771L6 7 L 7L7756VI I 1 , I

8
\

8
,

5 L7 770 779 7repL 5 770x5 7t mlr ew9 , 6 5 V 7 L 6 677,I
57705 5 7t vcf>9770 6 7 5 L am .

1
7rep7 57ron5 A151I/ 6ws ALIE ,

0m . N L2.



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


12 ;

THE APOSTOLIC FATHERS

O p a 0 L 9

l . HV 6750V, 556X¢015, ,
5 6 7 5 775 6705 9 6 L5 O0L 7 779

77p07 6p5 9 5p50 60>9 7 779 7 6
1

V05 6V779 , 6L9 7 15770V 7 779

fii r e
H

am7 779 6 71
'

6pX071 6V779 .

1 2. 1577 7
'

77 0V 6 L9 57p5V

7 77 055) 7 77 5 5 ,
1.L77 5 V77. 5775 7 779 55015 7 779 577,5 00L5 9

6 0 7 7V 050 67 0 7 55L5 56 5 5 °

pa5L0>9 56 556 156 7 5 L 5
7 57709 . 3 . /.LL5V09 015V 776pL77 5 70

7V 7 5V 5 15pL0V,
LV5 7 59 5 7705 5 7\.15\lreL9 5 5 7 7 5 5p5 ,LLa 7 5 , 5 ,

LLOL
”

56L66 V 5L5 7 779 59 55 9 E5 5N170 L5 9 7 67\6 L050 77,
LV5 L0

v
0770L77077 5 5 7 505 7 77V 71.6 7 5V0L5 V 7 0L9

5 157 015 7 0L9 6 0 5 5 V55 7CL0
,
5 6 V0L9 , LV5 5055 0 977

7 5 5 157 015 7 5
,
5 67 5 5 5 7 6 V501fov, on 75 6 5§L0V

777 770 5 7 0 7 015 56L§5 L [.LOL 7 5 95 V
,
5 50 L5 5 157 015.

50§5§0V7 L59 y ou 5 5 7 6 vX5 pL0 7 015V7 09

079 77X09 ¢ 0>V779 5 t
577 6 5 75977 M 77 5L17rvX770 6L9 ,

c

E
,
07L5 . 6 V 65 5 V7 L?) 77,055,1a 5L5 X07 L§60 9

x
a L 5 5 7

Xe fyeLV
° E7 0)

”

7 L GXO) 5L\,lr vX770 5 L, 0157 0) 7 69671467 t

75 6
'
V09 15775 7 015 5 vpL0v 5 5 7 L50>V 6 115055 7130575 5 7 5 ,

5 . 5 5 777p00 68 77
V
2
,
LLL5 pL5V, 5567t gb0L, 5 5 7L5015, ,8X6 770)

5 0VL0p7 5V
A

059 6 L9 7 5V 015p5 V5V 5 5 7 7757557. a M yeLV

6 V M 77'n-O7 6 5 7 77V77 6pXOV7 5 L 5 5 7 5 0VLop7 5V
G'YGLpOUO

'

LV , 0157 0) 56 77V 577 059 5775 0 7 5 5Lov .

6 .
L

yLVO/Lévov ,
LLeLC0V09 5 5 7 5 6L§0V09 5 0VL0p7 015

1577 6VL5770 5 6 LV5 L 7 L 96 LOV'
65675 5 5 1e 5

7755 09 5 5 7 L5015, BXem
-w 1977pL0V ,

LLe fyL0 7 0V 050 67

5 777 59 7 L, 5 5 7 6 5 7 015 0 7 55 5 7 09 5 157 015
“

55 70556 9

77 15pL1/ 5 L 77V 56 7 5 977pL0V 7 0) ,
5 775 6 L

1
6 2s 7 1

5

77 01/ éwepxoy e
’

vns ALIE , 0111 . N (L) .

9 WPOO
'

G
I

B
'

UV N L2 , 1rp06
'

B77V ALlE.



THE SHEPHERD
,
VIS . I V . i . 1—6

V I S ION 4

1. TH E fourth vi sion which I saw
,
brethren

,
Th e vi s ion
o f t h e

twenty days after the former Vision, was a type of Lem than

the persecution which i s to come . 2. I was going
into the country by the Via Campana . The place i s
about ten furlongs from the publi c road , and i s
easily reached . 3 . As I walked by myself I
besought the Lord to complete the revelations and
visions which he had shown me by hi s holy Church ,
to make me strong and give repentance to hi s
serv ants who had been offended, ‘ to glorify h is ’

great and glorious ‘ name ’ because he had thought
m e

'

wort hy to show me his wonders . 4. And whil e I
was glorifying him and giving him thanks an answer
came to me as an echo of my voice, “Do not be
double-minded

,
Hermas . I began to reason in

myself
,
and to say, In what ways can I be double

minded after being given such a foundation by
the Lord, and having seen his glorious deeds ?
5 . And I approached a l ittle further, brethren , and
behold

,
I saw dust reach ing as it were up t o heaven

,

and I began to say to myself
,
Are cattl e coming and

rais ing dust ? and it was about a furlong away from
me . 6 . When the dust grew greater and gre at e r I
supposed that it was some portent . The sun shone
out a l ittl e

,
and lo ! I s aw a great beast like some

Lev iathan
,
and fiery locusts were going out of his

mouth . The beast was in size about a hundred feet
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THE SHEPHERD
, m . w. i . 6—11 . 3

and its h e ad was l ike a piece o f pottery . 7 . And I
began t o weep and to pray the Lord to rescue me
from it

,
and I rem embered the word which I had

heard
,

Do not be doubl e-minded, Hermas .
8 . Thus

,
brethren

,
being clothed in the faith of the

Lord and remembering the great things which he
had taught me

,
I took courage and faced the

beast . And as the beast came on with a rush it
was as though it could destroy a city . 9 . I cam e

near to it
,
and the Leviathan for al l its size stretched

itsel f ou t on the ground
,
and put forth nothing

except its tongue , and did not move at al l until
I had passed it by . 10. And the beast had on
its head four colours

,
black

,
then the colour of flame

and blood
,
then golden

,
then white .

1 . AFTER I had passed the beast by and had gone Th e ancient
about thirty feet further, lo ! a maiden met m e

lady

‘adorned as if coming forth from the bridal chamber
,

al l in white and with white sandal s
,
veiled to the

forehead, and a turban for a head-dress
,
but her hai r

was white . 2. I recognised from the former vi sions
that it was the Church

,
and I rej oiced the more

.

She greeted m e saying
,

“Hail 0 man
,
and I greeted

her in return , Hail , Lady . 3 . She answered me
and said, Did noth in g meet you ? I said to her

,

“Yes, Lady, such a beast as could destroy nations ,
but by the power of th e Lord

,
and by his great
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me rcy, I escaped it . 4. You did wel l to escape

it
,

she said , “ because you ca st your care upon

God
,
and opened your heart to the Lord , bel ieving

that salvation can be found through nothing save
through the great and glorious nam e . Therefore

the Lord sent hi s angel
,
whose name is Thegri,

1 who

is over th e beast
,

‘ and shut his mouth that he should
not hurt you .

’ You have escaped great tribulation
through your faith

,
and because you were not double

m inded when you saw s o great a beast . 5 . Go then Th e
1 t ‘

and tel l the Lord
’

s elect ones of hi s great deeds
,
and gfgh

a

e

m um

tel l them that thi s beast i s a type of the great
Lemma“

persecution which i s to come . If then you are
prepared beforehand

,
and repent with all your hearts

towards the Lord
,
you w il l be able to escape it

,
if

your heart be made pure and blameless
,
and you

serve the Lord blamelessly for the rest of the days

of your l ife .

‘ Cast your cares upon the Lord ’ and
he wil l put them straight . 6 . Believe on the Lord

,

you who are double-minded
,
that he can do al l

things
,
and turns his wrath away from you

,
and

sends scourges on you who are double-minded . Woe

to those who hear these words and disobey it were
better for them not to have been born .

1 No other ment ion of th i s Angel is found in Jewish or
Christian l iterature , and no su itabl e meaning has been
suggested for Thegri. Dr . Rendel H arris suggests Segri as
an emendat ion , connecting it with the H ebrew word meaning
to shut (sagar), found in Dan . 6 , 22.
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V is . v. 1—5

TH E FIFTH REVELAT ION I

1. V
V

e : I was praying at home and sitting on Th e com ing
o f t hemy bed

,
there entered a man glorlou s to look on , in She pherd

the dress of a shepherd, covered with a white goat
skin

,
w ith a bag on his shoulders and a sta ff in his

hand . And he greeted me , and I greeted him back .

2 And at once h e sat down by me, and said t o me
,

I have been sent by the most reverend angel to
dwel l w ith you the rest of th e days of your l ife .

”

3 . I thought he was come tempting me
,
and said to

him
,
Yes

,
but who are you for

,
I said

,
I know

t o Whom I was handed over . He sa id to me Do

you not recognise me ?
“ No

,
I said . I

,
said

he
,

“ am the shepherd to whom you were handed
over. 2 4. Wh il e h e was stil l speaking

,
his appear

ance changed
,
and I recognised him

,
that it was he

to whom I was handed over ; and at once I was

confounded
,
and fear seized me

,
and I was quite over

come with sorrow that I had answered him so basely
and fool ishly . 5 . But he answered me and said

,

Be not confounded
,
but be strong in my comm and

ments which I am going to command you . For I
was sent

,

” said he, “ to show you again al l the
things which you saw before

,
for they are th e main

points which are helpfu l to you . First of all write
my commandments and the parables ; but the rest
you shall w rite as I shal l show you . This i s the
reason

,

” said he
,

“ that I command you to write first
the commandments and parables

,
that you may read

1 Th is s e ction i s cle arly inte nde d a s an introduction to t he
Mandate s

,
bu t i t i s alway s quot e d a s t he Fifth V i s ion .

2 The re is no me n t ion of th is i n t he pre ced ing V i s ion s
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—M AN D . n . 2

them ou t at once
,
and be able to keep them . 6 . So

I wrote the commandments and parables as h e
commanded me . 7. If then you hear and keep
them

,
and walk in them

,
and do them with a pure

heart
, you shal l receive from the Lord al l that he

promised you , but if you hear them and do not

repent
,
but continue to add t o your sins, you shal l

receive the contrary from the Lord . Al l these things
th e shepherd commanded me to wr ite thus, for he
was the angel of repentance .

M ANDATE 1

1 . F of all believe that God i s one , who made
all th ings and perfected them

,
and made al l things

t o be ou t of that which was not ,
’ and contains all

things
,
and is h imself alone unconta ined . 2. Beli eve

th en in h im
,
and fear him

,
and in your fear be con

t ine nt . Keep these th ings
,
and you shal l cast away

from yoursel f al l wi ckedn ess
,
and shall put on every

virtue of righteousness
,
and shall l ive t o G od, if you

keep this commandment .

MANDAT E 2

l . H E said to me : “ Have simpl icity and be
inn ocent and you shal l be as th e ch i ldren who do no t
know the wi ckedness that destroys the l ife of men .

2. In the fi rst place
,
speak evil of no one , and do

not l i sten gladly t o him who speaks evil . Other
wi se you al so by l i stening share in the s in of him
who speaks e vi l, i f you bel ieve in the evil-speaking

Be lie f
God

Simplicity
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hich you hear . For by bel ieving you yourself also
il l have somewhat against your brother ; thus

you wil l share the sin of the speaker
of evi l . 3 . Evil -spe aking . is w i cked ; it i s a restless En l
devil

,
never making peace

,
but always l iving in Speaking

stri fe . Refrain from it then
,
and you shal l have

wel l-being at al l times with al l men . 4 . And put
on reverence, in which i s no evil stumbling-block ,
but al l i s smooth and j oyful . Do good

,
and of all

your toil which God gives you
,
give in simpl icity t o all

who need, not doubting to whom you shal l give and
t o whom not : give t o all , for to al l God wi shes gifts
to be made of h is own bounties . 5 . Those then who
receive shal l render an account to God why they
received it and for what . For those who accepted
through distress shal l not be punished, but those
who accepted in hypocri sy shal l pay the penalty .

1

6 . He therefore who gives i s innocent ; for as he
received from the Lord the fulfi lment of thi s
ministry , he fulfi ll ed it in simplicity, not doubting to
whom he should give or not give . Therefore this
ministry fulfil l ed in simpl icity was honourable before
God . He therefore who serves in simplicity shal l
live t o God. 7. Keep therefore th is commandment
as I have told you

,
that your repentance and that of

your family may be found to be in simplici ty,
and that your innocence may be pure and without
stain .

1 Th is serie s of precepts i s a lso found in the Didache (i . 5)
and i s there quoted as being “ according to the command
ment (6V7 0A‘Ly— t he same word as H ermas uses for the com
mandment s or Mandate s of the Sheph erd).
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,
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- 1v . 1—3

5 . Now then , s a id he , “yo u do understand them .

Keep them that your former l ie s in your business may

8 becom e tru stworthy now that these have
und true . For it i s possibl e for those al so to
trustworthy .

l If you keep these things and

from henceforth keep the whole truth , you can

obtain l ife for yourself ; and whoever shall hear thi s
commandment

,
and abstain from the sin o f lying

shal l l ive to God .

M ANDATE 4

1.

“ I COMMAND you , he said, t o keep purity and Purit y
let not any thought come into your hear t about
another man ’ s wife

,
or about fornication or any such

wi cked things ; for by doing thi s you do great sin .

But if you always remember your own wife you will
never sin . 2. For if this desire enter your heart you
will s in , and if you do other such -like wicked things
you commit sin . For this desire i s a great sin for
the servant of God . And if any man commit this
wi cked deed he works death for h imself. 3 . See t o
i t then

,
absta in from this desire

,
for where hol iness

1 The meaning is obscure , but it appears to be t hat
H ermas having made untrue statements in the course of
busines s must try so to act tha t h i s statements wi l l be
justifi ed in fact ; for instance , if h e had made extravagant
promi ses he must fulfi l them.
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s s ought no t to enter the heart of a
ht e ou s man . 4. I said to him

,

“ Sir al low me
ask you a few questions .

“ Say on
,
said he .

ir, said I , “ i f a man have a wife faithful in the Man and

he finds her ou t in some adultery, does
Wi fe

e husband s in if h e l ives with her P 5 .

“So long
he i s ignorant

,
said he

,
he does not sin

,
but if

e husband kn ows her sin
,
and the wife does not

t
,
but remains in her fornication

,
and the

nd go on l i ving with her, he becomes a partaker
sin

,
and shares in her adultery . 6 .

“What
said I, sir

,
shal l the husband do i f th e wife

in thi s disposition P “Let h im put her
he said

,

“ and let the husband remain by
But ‘ if h e put hi s wife away and marry

er he also commits adultery h imself. ’ 7.

“ If
11
,
sa id I , “ sir, after the wife be put away she

repent
,
and wish to return to her own husband

,
shal l

she not be received 8 .

“Yes, said he ; i f the
husband do not receive her he sins and covers h im
self with great sin but it i s necessary t o receive the
sinn er who repents

,
but not of t en, for the servants

of God have but one repentance . Therefore
,
for the

sake of repentance the husband ought not to marry .

1

1 Th is manda te is really e xp laining t he pract ica l problem
wh ich aros e from the conflict betwe e n t he Chr i s t ian pre cept
aga in s t d ivorce (M t . 10, 11 f . ) and t he equa lly early pre cep t
aga ins t hav ing inte rcours e w ith immoral pe rsons . As t he

ins e rt e d claus e e xcept for t he cau s e of forn icat ion in t he

Matthae an ve rs ion of Mk. 10, 11 f. (M t . 19 , 9 ; cf . Mt . 5 , 32

and Lo . 16 , 18) s hows , t he latte r pre cept was regarde d as

more important, and immora l wives we re put away , bu t
H e rmas and othe r wr ite rs always ma inta ined that th i s was
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This i s the course of action for wi fe and husband .

9 . No t on ly, sa id he ,
“ i s it adultery if a m an defi le

his flesh , but whosoever acts as do the heathen is
also guilty of adultery

,
s o that if anyone continu e in

such practices
,
and repent not

,
depart from him and

do not l ive with him ,
otherwi se you are also a sharer

in hi s s in . 10. For th is reason it was enj oined on

you t o l ive by yourselves, whether husband or wife ,
for in such cases repentance is possible . I

,
there

fore
,
said he

,

“ am not giving an Opportunity t o
laxity that this business be thus concluded

,
but in

order that he who has sinned sin no more
,

1 and for
his former sin there i s one who can g i ve healing,
for h e it i s who has the power over all .

”

1 . AND I asked him again , saying I f the Lord has
thought me worthy for you alway s to l ive with me ,
s u ff e r yet a few words of mine , since I have no
understanding and my heart has been hardened by
my former deeds ; give me understanding, for I am
very foolish and have absolutely no understanding .

2. He answered me and said, “ I am set over
repentance

,
and I give understanding to all those

not st rictly d ivorce , as the innocent party wa s not free to re
marry in order to give the other the opportunity of repenting
and of returning.

1 H ermas is guarding against the impu tation that he is
lowering the st andard of moral ity. This accusation was

actually brough t against him later by Tertul lian.

8
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M AN D . lV . i i i . 3—i v . 1

those who have already bel i eved on the Lord . For
those who have already bel i eved or shall believe in
the future

,
have no repentance of sins

,
but have

remission of their former s in . 4. For those, then ,
who were called before these days

,
did th e Lord

appoint repentance , for the Lord knows the heart ,
and knowing all things beforehand he knew the
weakness of man and the subtlety of the devi l, that
he will do some evil to the servants of God, and
will do them misch ief. 5 . The Lord

,
therefore ,

being merciful
,
had mercy on his creation

,
and

established this repentance
,
and to me was the

control of this repentance given . 6 . But I tell you ,
said he

,

“after that great and holy call ing, if a
man be tempted by the devi l and sin

,
he has one

repentance
,
but if he s in and repent repeatedly it

(i
s unprofitable for such a man, for scarcely shall h e

Ji ve .

”
7. I said to him,

“ I atta ined life when I heard
these things thus accurately from you

,
for I kn ow

that if I do not aga in add to my sins I shal l be
saved .

” You shal l be saved, said he, “ and all
who do these th ings .

1 . I ASKED him aga in
,
saying

,

“Sir
,
since you for Second

once endure me explain thi s al so to me . Say on
,

marriages

said he .

“ If, si r,
”

said I
,
a wife

,
or on the other

hand a husband
,
die, and the survivor marry, does
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the one who marries commit s in 2. He does not
sin, sa id he, but i f he remain single he gains for
himsel f more exceeding honour and great glory with
th e Lord

,
but even i f he marry he does not sin . 3 .

Preserve therefore puri ty and holiness
,
and you shal l

live t o God . Keep from henceforth
,
from the day

on which you were handed over to me , these things
which I tell you and shall tel l you , and I wi l l dwel l
in your house . 4. And for your former transgress ion
there shall be remission if you keep my command
ments

,
and al l men shall obtain a remission

,
if they

keep these commandments of mine and walk in thi s
puri ty.

MANDATE 5

l . BE
,
said he

,

“ l ong-sufi
'

e ring
l and prudent and Long:

you shal l have power over all evi l deed s and shalt
“mu ng

do all righteousness . 2. For i f you are courageou s
the Holy Spiri t which dwell s in you wil l be pure

, not

obscured by another evil Spirit
,
but wi ll dwel l at

large and rej oice and be glad with the body in which
it dwells

,
and wil l serve God in great cheerful

ness
,
having well-being in itself. 3 . But i f any Agains t

i l l temper enter, at once the Holy Spirit, which i s
del icate

,
i s Oppressed, finding the place impure

,
and

1 The translation of 0aKp09110La and 13£uo La i s di ffi cu lt.
Maxp00u0La i s a l ittle more than long suffering and a lmost
equals cou rage . éfuxokla is a rare word , l ite ral ly qu ickness
t o wrath ,” bu t thi s phrase does not convey in Engl ish th e
bad sense wh ich H ermas obviously impl ie s .
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t o depa rt ou t of th e place, for it i s choked by

Spi ri t
,
having no room to serve the Lord as

i s contaminated by th e bitterness . For

t he Lord dwells in long-suffering and the devil
dwell s in il l temper . 4. If therefore

,
both spi ri ts dwel l

in th e same place it i s unprofitabl e and evil for that

man in whom they dwell . 5 . For if you take a little

wormwood
,
and pour into it a jar of honey

,
i s not

the whole honey spoilt ? And a great quantity

of honey i s ru ined by a very l ittle wormwood, and it

Spoil s the sweetness of the honey, and it has no

longer the same favour with the master
,
because it

has been mixed and he has lost its use . But if no

wormwood be put into the honey, the honey is found

t o be sweet, and becomes valuable t o th e master.
6 . You s e e that long suffering is very sweet, surpassing
honey

,
and is valuable to th e Lord and he dwells in

it . But il l temper i s bitt er and useless . If
,
there

fore
,
il l temper be mixed with courage

,
the courage

is de file d, and its intercession i s no longer valuable
before God . 7. I would l ike, si r, said I , “ to know
the worki ng of ill temper, that I may be preserved

from it. ” “ Indeed, said he,
“ if you do not keep
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time
,

’ has nothing bitter in itself
,
but rema ins eve r

meek and gentl e . Therefore thi s long-suffering

dwel l s with those who have faith in perfectness .

4 . But il l temper i s fi rst fool ish , frivolou s , and s i l ly

then from s i l l iness comes bitterness
,
from bitterness

wrath
,
from wrath rage

,
and from rage fury ; then

fu ry
,
be ing compounded of such great ev i l s, becomes

great and inexp iabl e s in . 5 . For when these sp irits

dwel l in one v essel
,
where al so the Holy Sp i rit dwe lls,

there i s no room in that vessel
,
but it i s over

crowded . 6 . Therefore the del i cate Sp i rit wh ich i s

unaccu stomed to dwel l with an ev i l sp i rit, or w ith

hardness
,
depart s from such a man,

and seeks to

dwel l with gentleness and qu ietness . 7 . Then
,
when

it departs from that man where it was dwell ing
,

that man becomes empty of the righteou s sp irit ,
and for the future is fi ll ed with the ev i l spi rits, and

is d isorderly in all hi s act ions
,
be ing dragged here

and there by the ev i l sp irits, and is who lly bl inded

from goodness of thought . Thu s
,
then

,
it happen s

with all who are i l l tempered . 8 . Absta in then from

i ll temper, that most evi l spi rit , but pu t on long

suffering and wi th stand il l temper, and be found with

the holin ess which i s beloved of the Lord . See then

that you forget not thi s commandment
,
for if you

master thi s commandment you wi ll also be ab l e t o

9 3
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THE SHEPHERD
,
M AN I) . V I. i i . 1 — 5

1. H EAR now
,
sa id h e,

“concerning fa ith . There Fa ith

are two angel s w ith man , one of righteousness and

one of w i ckedness .” 2.

“ H ow then
,
s i r

,
sa id

I
,

“ shal l I know the i r work ings
,
becau se both

angel s dwel l with me I” “ Listen
,

” sa id he, and

understand them . Th e angel of righteousness i s

del i cate and modest and meek and gentl e . W’hen
,

then
,
h e comes into your heart h e at once speaks

w ith you o f righteousness
,
of purity, of reverence, of

self-control
,

of e ve ry righteous deed
,
and of all

gloriou s v i rtue . “h e n al l these things come into

your heart
,
know that th e angel of righteou sness i s

with you . These things
,
then

,
are the deeds of the

angel of righteou sness . Therefore bel ieve h im and

his works . 4. Now see al so the works of the ange l

of w i ckedness . Fi rst of all
,
he i s ill tempered, and

bitter
,
and fool ish , and hi s deeds are ev i l , cast ing down

the se rvants of God. \Vhe n e v e r th erefore h e comes

into your heart , know him from his works . 5 . I

do not understand , s ir , sa id 1
,

“how t o perce ive

him .

” “L isten
,
sa id he .

“When ill temper or
bitterness come upon you , know that h e i s in you .

Next the des ire of many deeds and the l uxury of

VOL . l l .
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THE SHEPHERD
,
MAND . v11. 1—5

MANDATE 7

l . said he
,

‘ the Lord and keep his Fear
commandments . ’ By keeping

,
therefore

,
the com

mandme nt s of God you shal l be strong in every act
,

and your conduct shal l be beyond compare . For by
fearing the Lord you shal l do al l th ings well

,
and

thi s i s the fear with which you must fear and be
saved . 2. But the devi l do not fear, for by fearing
the Lord you have power over th e devi l becau se
there i s no might in him . But where there i s
no might

,
neither i s there fear. But where there i s

glorious might
,
there i s al so fear . For everyone

who has might gains fear . But he who has not
might i s despised by all . 3 . But fear th e works of
the devil

,
because they are evil . If therefore, you

fear the Lord you shal l not do them , but depart
from them . 4. There are therefore two sorts of fear .
For if you wi sh to do that which is evi l

,
fear th e

Lord and you shal l not do it . But
,
on th e other

hand
,
if you wish t o do that wh ich i s good, fear th e

Lord
,
and you shal l do it . So that the fear of the

Lord i s mighty and great and gloriou s . Therefore
fear the Lord and you shal l l ive in h im . And
whosoever shal l fear him and keep his command
ments

,
shal l l ive t o God . 5 .

“Wherefore , s i1 ,
sa id I

,

“did y ou say of those who keep his com
mandme nt s

,

‘they shal l l ive t o God “Because,
”

sa id he
,

“ the whole c1 e at ion fears the Lord , but it
does not keep his commandments . Those, therefore
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follows on these things . 5 . But si r
,
said I

,

are there stil l other evi l deeds Yes
,
said he

,

there are many from which the servant of God
must refrain . Theft

,
lying

,
robbery

,
false witness

,

cov e t e ou sne s s , evil desire , deceit, vain-glory, pride ,
and whatever i s l ike t o these . 6 . Do you not th ink
that these are wi cked ? Yes

,
very wi cked

,
said

I
,

“ for th e servants of God .

“From al l these h e
who i s serving God must refra in . Refrain

,
therefore

from al l these
,
that you may l ive to God and be

enrol led with those who refrain from them . These
then are th e th ings from which you must refrain .

7. But now hear the things from which you must not
refrain but do them, said he . Do not refrain from
that which is good, but do it . 8 . And explain t o
me

,
sir

,

” said I
,

“ th e power of th e things which are
good

,
that I may walk in them and serve them

,
that

by doing them I may be saved . Listen
,
then

,

said he
, t o th e deeds of goodness, which you must

do and not refrain from them . 9 . First of all
,
faith

,

fear of God
,
love and harmony, words of righteous

ness
,
truth

,
patience ; than these there i s nothing

better i n the l ife of man . If any man keep these
things and do not refrain from them

,
he becomes

blessed in his l ife . 10. Next hear the things which
follow : To mini ster to w idows

,
to look after

orphans and the destitute
,
to redeem from distress

th e servants of God
,
to be hospitabl e

,
for in

hospital ity may be found th e practice of good
,
to

resist none
,
to be gentl e

,
to be poorer than all men

,

t o reverence the aged, to practise j usti ce , to preserve

1 05
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be ar malice , but i s h imself wi thout mal ice , and has
mercy on that which he made . 4 . Therefore purify
your heart from al l th e vanities of th is world , and
from the words which were Spoken to you before
hand

,
and ask from the Lord

,
and you shal l rece ive

all things
,
and shal l not fail to obtain any of your

petitions
,
i f you ask from the Lord without doubting .

5 . But if you doubt in your heart , you shal l rece ive
none of your petitions . For those who have doubts
towards God

,
these are the double -minded

,
and they

shal l not in any w i se obtain an y of their petitions .
6 . But they who are perfect in faith ask for al l
th ings

,

‘ trusting in the Lord
,

’ and they receive
them

,
because they ask without doubti ng

,
and are

double-minded in noth ing. For every double
minded man

,
unless he repent

,
shal l with di ffi culty

be saved . 7. Therefore purify your heart from
double-mindedness

,
but put on faith

,
because it i s

mighty
,
and bel i eve God

,
that you shall obtain al l

your requests which you make . And if ever you
make any petition from the Lord

,
and receive it but

slowly, do not be double-minded because you have
not rece ived the request of your soul speedily

,
for in

every case it is because of some temptation or some
transgression

,
of wh ich you are ignorant

,
that you

receive your request slowly. 8 . Do not therefore
cease from making the request of your soul

,
and you

shal l receive it . But if you grow weary
,
and are

double -minded in your request
,
blame yourself and

not him who g ives to you . 9 . Consider thi s double
mindedness for it i s wicked and fool ish

,
and

uproots many from the faith
,
yes

,
even those who are

very faithfu l and strong . For thi s doubl e -minded

1 09
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THE SHEPHERD
,
MAN D . i . 2— 6

ou t the Holy Spi rit— and aga in saves u s . 3 . Ye s ,

s ir,
" said I

,

“ I am a fool ish man
,
and do no t under

stand these parables
,
for how it can wear out and

again save
,
1 do not unders tand . 4 . Listen

,
h e

said
,

“ those who have never inqu ired concerning
the truth

,
nor made search concerning the Godhead ,

but only have fai t h , and are mixed up w ith business
and riches

,
and heathen friendsh ips

,
and many other

occupations of thi s world
,
— such as are intent on

these
,
do not u nderstand the parabl es o f the

Godhead ; for they are d arkened by these deeds ,
and are corrupted and become steri l e . 5 . Just as
good vineyards when they meet w ith neglect

,
are

made barren by the thorns and various weeds
,
so

men
,
who have bel ieved

,
and fal l into these manv

occupations
,
which have been m entioned above

,
are

deceived in their understanding
,
and understand

nothing completely about righteousness . But even
when they l isten concer ning th e God head and truth
their mind is taken up with their business

,
and they

understand nothing properly . 6 . But they who

have the fear of God
,
and inquire concern ing the

Godhead and truth
,
and have their heart towards

the Lord
,
perceive quickly and understand all that

i s said to them
,
because they have the fear of the

Lord in themselves ; for where the Lord dwell s ,
there al so i s great understanding . Cleave therefore
to the Lord

,

’

and you shal l understand and perceive
1 things .

I [ 3
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THE SHEPHERD
,
M AND . x . i i i . 1 1

flourish in it for every j oyfu l man does good deeds ,
and has good thoughts

,
and despises grief. 0 But

the mournfu l man always does wi ckedly . First of
al l he does w i ckedly because he grieves th e Holy
Spirit

,
which i s given to man in j oyfulness

,
and

secondly he grieves the Holy Spirit by do ing
wickedly

,
not praying nor confessing to the Lord .

For the intercession of the mournful man has
nowhere power to ascend to the altar o f God .

3 .

“Why, said I
,

“ does not the intercession of
the mournful man ascend to the altar ? “Be

cause
,
said he

,
grief sits in hi s heart . Therefore

,

the grief wh i ch i s mixed with h is intercession does
not permit the intercession to ascend in purity to
the altar . For j ust as vinegar mixed with wine has
not the same agreeableness

,
s o al so grief mixed w ith

the Holy Spirit
,
has not th e same power of inter

cession . 4. Therefore purify yoursel f from thi s
w i cked grief

,
and you shal l l ive to God

,
and all shal l

l ive to God who cast away from themsel ves grief,
and put on all j oyfulness .

M ANDATE 11

l . H E showed me men sitting on a bench
,

l and
another man sitting on a chair

,
and he sa id to me :

“Do you see the men sitting on t he bench ?

Yes
,
s ir

, said I ; “ I see them They
,
said he

,

are faithfu l
,
and he who i s s itting on the chair i s a

false prophet
,
who i s corrupting the understanding

1
0 1101561111 1011 canno t be he re tran s la te d by t he same word

as in V is . I I I . i . 4 . H e re i t is t he be nch ’
of t he le arne r as

oppos ed t o t he cha i r ’ of the t eache r .
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THE SHEPHERD
,
MAND . xl . 7

- 1 2

you
, so you shal l j udge th e tru e prophet and th e

fal s e prophet . Test th e man who has th e D iv ine
Sp iri t by his l ife . 8 . In th e fi rst place

,
h e who

has th e sp i rit wh ich i s from above , i s meek and
gentl e

,
and lowly-m inded

,
and refra ins from all

wickedness and evi l des ire of th i s world, and makes
himse l f poorer than all m en ,

and g ives no answers to

anyone wh en he is consu l ted
,
nor does h e Speak by

h imself (for th e H oly Sp ir it does not speak when a
man wi shes to Speak), but h e speaks at that t ime
when God wi shes him to Speak . 9 . Therefore

,
when

the man who has th e D i vine Sp ir it comes into a

meet ing of righteou s m en who have the fa ith of th e
D i vine Sp irit

,
and intercess ion i s made to God from

the assembly of those m e n , th en th e angel of th e

prophet i c Sp ir it rests on him and fi l l s the man
,
and

the man , be ing fi l l ed with th e H oly Sp i rit
,
Speaks to

the congregat ion as th e Lord wil l s . 10. Thus
,
then

,

th e Sp ir it of th e Godhead w i l l be pla in . Such
,
then

,

is th e power of the Lord concern ing th e Sp i r it of
th e Godhead . 1 1. L i sten , now,

sa id he
,
concern

ing th e sp irit wh ich is earth ly, and empty, and has
no power

,
but i s fool ish . 12. In the fi rst place

,
that

man who seem s to have a sp ir it exal ts h im se l f and
wi shes to have the fi rst place

,
and h e is instantly

impudent and shamel ess and talkat i ve
,
and l ive s in

great l uxury and in many other dece its
,
and accepts

1 2 1
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THE SHEPHERD
,
MAN I ) . x1. 1 8—x11. i . 2

Take a stone and throw it u p to Heaven and s e e i f

you can touch it ; or take a syringe 1 and squirt it
towards the sky, and see if you can make a hole i n
the Heavens . 19 . H ow

,
s ir

,
said I

,
can these

things be ? For both these th ings which you have
spoken of are impossible .

” Even
,
said he

,
a s

these are impossible
,
so also are the earthly spirits

without power and feeble . 20. Take h ow the power
whi ch comes from above . The hail is a very l ittl e
grain

,
and when it fa ll s on man

’

s head
,
how i t hurts !

Or
,
again

,
take a drop which fall s on the ground

from the roof
,
and makes a hol e in stone . 21 . You

see
,
then

,
that the small est things which come

from above and fall on th e earth have great power
so also the Divine Spirit which comes from above is
powerful . Have faith then

,
i n thi s Spirit

,
but

refrain from the other.

MANDATE 12

1 . He said to me, Put away from yourself every

evil desire
,
but put on th e desire which is good and

holy for by putting on th is desire you wi l l hate t he
wicked desire , and wil l curb it as you wil l . 2. For

the wi cked desire i s cruel and hard to tame
,
for it i s

fearful , and destroys men greatly in its cruelty, but
1 The syringe or hand pump u sed for cle an ing and wate ring

t he v in e s in t he Ital ian vineyard s .

I)e s ire
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THE SHEPHERD
,
M AND . xn . 11 . 4

—i i i . 3

w ith the fear o f God
,
and resisting it

,
i t w il l fle e far

from you and wil l no longer be seen bv you
,
for fea r

H

of your weapons . 0. Do you
,
therefore

,
conquer

i t, and come in triumph over it to the desi re of

righteousness
,
and giving up to it the victory whi ch

you have gained , serve it as it wi shes . If you serve

the good desire
,
and submit to it

,
you wil l be abl e to

overcome th e wi cked desire
,
and subdue it as you

wi sh .

"

I. I WOU LD l ike, sir , said I , to know in what

way I must serve th e good desire Listen
,
said

he
,

work righteousness
’ and vi rtue

,
and fear of the

Lord
,
faith and meekness

,
and whatever good th ings

are l ike to these . For by working these you wi l l be
a well-pl easing servant of God , and shall l ive to h im ,

and whoever shal l serve the good desire
,
shal l l ive to

God. 2. So he finished th e twelve commandments
,
Conc lus ion

and said to me : You have these comm andm ent s ;
0 f Mammt c s

walk in them
,
and exhort those who hear that their

repentance may be pure for the rest of the days of
their l ife . 3 . Fulfi l carefully this ministry which I
give you , and work much in it

,
for you wi l l find

favour with those who are about to repent
,
and they

VOL. I] .
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THE SHEPHERD
,
MAND . x11. i v . 2- v . 1

mighty and wonderful it is
,
because he created the

world for man ’ s sake , and subdued al l h i s creation

to man
,
and gave him all power

,
to master al l th ings

under heaven ? 3 . If
,
then, said he

,

“man is the

lord of al l th e creatures of God
,
and masters them

,
i s

it not possibl e to master these commandments al so ?

The man
,
said he

,
who has th e Lord in hi s heart

,

i s able to master al l th ings and all these command

ments . 4 . But those who have the Lord on thei r

l ips
,
but their heart is hardened

,
and they are

far from th e Lord
,
for them these commandments

are hard
,
and diffi cult to walk in . 5 . Do you

,
there

fore
,
who are empty and light in the faith

,
put the

Lord into your heart
,
and you shal l know that

nothing is easier or sweeter or more gentle than

these commandments . 6 . Be converted , you who

walk in the commandments of the devil
,
which are

difficult and bitter and cruel and foul
,
and do not

fear the devil , for there i s no power in him against

you . 7 . For I , th e angel of repentance who masters

him,
.wi l l be with you . The devil can only cause

fear, but fear of him has no force Therefore do

not fear h im and he w ill fly from you .

1 I SA ID to him Sir
,
l isten to a few words from

me . Say what you wi l l, he said .

“ Sir
,
said I

,

man desires t o keep the commandments of God
,

I S3
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THE SHEPHERD
,
M AND . x11. vi . 1—5

t o strengthen you in the faith . 2. Bel ieve
,
therefore

,

i n G od, though you have renounced your l ife
through your sins

,
and have added t o your sins, and

have made your life heavy
,
that if you turn to the

Lord with al l you r heart, and do righteousness for
the rest of th e days of your l ife

,
and serve h im in

uprightness
,
according to hi s wil l

,
he wil l h eal

your fmm e r sins, and you shall have power t o

master the works of th e devil . But do not fear the

threa t of th e devil at al l, for he is powerless as the

s inews of a dead man . 3 . Listen
,
therefore

,
to

me
,
and fear him who has al l power

,

‘ to save and to
destroy

,

’ and keep these commandments
,
and you

shall l ive to God . 4. I said t o him “Sir
,
now

I have received power in all the ordinances of the
Lord, because you are w ith me, and I know that

you wi l l break down all the power of the devil
,

and we shal l master him
,
and have power against

all hi s deeds . And I hope
,
s ir

,
that I shall now

be able t o keep these commandments whi ch you

have commanded, the Lord giving me strength .

5 .

“You shal l keep them
,

” said he
,
if your heart

be pure towards th e Lord
,
and all who ever puri fy

their hearts from the vain desire s of this world
shall keep them , and shall l ive to God .
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THE SHEPHERD
,
SIM . 1. 5

— 1 0

t his city ? Take heed that i t be not unprofi table t o
deny you r law

,
for i f y ou w i sh to return back t o

your city
,
y ou wi l l not be rece ived

,
because you have

denied the law o f your city
,
and you wi l l be ex

cluded from it . 6 . Take heed
,
then

,
make no further

preparations for yourself beyond a su ffi cient com

pe t e nce for yourself, as though you were l iving in a

foreign country, and be ready in order that , whenever
the master of thi s city w ish es to expel you for re

sisting his law, y ou may go out from his city, and
depart t o your own city

,
and j oyful ly follow your own

law suffering no harm .

1 7. Take heed, then , you
who serve the Lord and have him in your heart .

Do the deeds of God, ‘ remembering his command
ments

,

’ and the promise s which he made
,
and bel ieve

him that he w i l l perform them if hi s commandm ents
be observed . 8 . Therefore instead of lands

,
purchase

affli cted soul s
,
as each i s able

,

‘ and look after
widows and orphans

,

’

and do not despise them
,

and spend your wealth and all your establi shments
for such fields and houses as you have rece ived from

God . 9 . For, for this reas on did the Master make

you ri ch , that you should fulfi l these ministries for
him . I t i s far better t o purchase such lands and
houses

,
as you wi l l find in y our own city

,
when you

go t o it . 10. Thi s wealth i s beautifu l and j oyful
,

and has neither grief nor fear
,
but has j oy . Follow

therefore not after the wealth of the heathen
,
for it

1 ap zam s is e i the r active or pas s ive : i t may qual ify
iyaAALéLLevos , m de corou s joy ,

” “
joy unm i xe d wit h Sc s .

’

I 4
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THE SHEPHERD
,
S IM . 11. 4

—
7

cause , said he
,

“ t he v ine , wh e n i t hangs on the

e lm, giv e s much beautifu l fru it, bu t wh e n it is lying
on the ground, it be ars bu t l ittl e fru it and rotte n .

Th is parabl e , th e re f ,
ore app l ie s to t he s e rvants o f

God
,
to the poor and t he rich . 5 “ How

,
s ir ?

said I
,
le t m e know .

“L isten
,
said h e .

“ The

rich man has much we a lth , bu t he i s poor as touch
ing t he Lord, be ing bu s ie d abou t h is riche s

,
and h is

inte rce ss ion and confe ss ion towards t he Lord is v e ry

sma l l , and that wh ich h e has is we ak and smal l, and
has no oth e r powe r. Bu t wh e n t he rich man re sts
upon the poor, and give s him what he ne e ds, he
be l ie v e s that what he doe s to the poor man can find

a reward w ith God, be cau s e the poor is rich in inte r
ce ss ion and confe ss ion , and h is inte rce ss ion has gre at

powe r w ith God . The rich man
,
the re fore , he lps t he

poor in all th ings w ithou t doubting. 6 . Bu t t he

poor man
,
be ing he lpe d by t he rich

,
make s inte r

ce ss ion to God, giv ing him thanks
,
for him who gav e

to him
,
and t he rich man is stil l ze alou s for t he poor

man, that he fa i l not in hi s l ife , for he knows that
the inte rce ss ion of t he poor i s acce ptab l e and rich
toward t he Lord . 7. The re fore t he two toge the r
compl e te t he work, for t he poor works in t he inte r
ce ss ion in wh ich he is rich

, wh ich he re ce ive d from
the Lord : th is he pays to the Lord who h e lps him .

1 45

VOL . 11.
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THE SHEPHERD
, SM . 111. I -IV . 4

trees ? Ye s , s ir,
” sa id I , “ and I s e e that they are

al l al ike and d ry . And h e answered me and sa id
“These t rees which you see are they who dwel l in
thi s world . 2. Why, then , sa id I , s i r are th ey
as it were dry and al l al ike ? Becau se, sa id he ,
“ in thi s world

,
ne ither righteou s nor s inners are

apparent, bu t are al l al ike . For thi s worl d is winter
for th e righteou s and they are not apparent, though
th ey are l iving w ith si nners . 3 . For j ust as in th e
winter t he trees wh ich have shed the ir l eaves are
al ike

,
and it i s not apparent wh ich are dry and

which are al ive
,
so in th is world ne ither the

righteou s nor th e s inners are apparent, but all are

al ike .

ANOTH ER PAR ABLE (IV)

1. H P: showed me aga in many trees
,
some budd ing The

and some w ith ered
,
and sa id to me

,
Do you see

,

” budding

said he
,

“ these trees . “ I see them , s i r , said I
,

“ some budd ing and some withered .

”

2.

“Th ese “9“

trees
,
said h e

,

“wh ich are budd ing are the
righteou s

,
who are dest ined to l ive in the world to

come ; for th e world to come i s summer for the
righteous, but winter for the s inners . When there
fore t he mercy o f th e Lord shal l sh ine

,
then the

servants of God shal l be made pla in and al l men
shal l be made apparent . 3 For

, j ust as i n the
summer t he fru it of each ind iv idual tre e is made

pl a in , and th ey are recognised for what they are , so
al so the fru it of the righteou s w il l be pl a in , and they
wi ll al l be known

,
by blossoming in that world .

4 . But the heathen and the s inners— the withere d
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THE SHEPHERD
,
sm . v . i . 1—5

done With me , I saw the shepherd sitting by me ,

and saying : Why have you come here so early ?
“Because

,
si r

,
said I

,

“I have a station .

” 1 2.

“What,
said he

,
i s a station .

“ I am fasting
,
s ir

,
said I .

“ But
,

” said he
,

“what i s th is fast
,
which you are

fasting ? “ I am fasting
,
si r

,
said I

,

“ as I have
been accustomed . 3 . You do not know

,
said he

,

how to fast t o th e Lord , and this u seless fast which

you are fasting t o him is not a fast P Why
,
si r

,
said

I , “do you say thi s ?
” I tel l you , said he ,

“ that
thi s fast which you th ink to fast i s nothing

,
but I

will teach you what is a fast
,
acceptabl e and com

ple t e t o the Lord . Listen,
” he said 4. God does

not w i sh such a vain fast . For if you thus fast to
God you do nothing for righteousness . But fast to
God in this way : 5 . do nothing evil in your l ife

,

but serve the Lord with a pure heart ; ‘ keep his
commandments

’

and walk in h is ordinances
,
and let

no evi l desire arise in your heart, but bel ieve in God ,
that if you do these things and fear h im

,
and

refrain from every wi cked act
,
you shal l l ive to God ;

and if you do thi s you wil l fulfi l a great fast and one

acceptable to G od .

1 Sta t ion ’ is not found elsewhere in G reek wr iters but i s
used in La tin writer s in th e sense of a fi xed time for fas ting
(e .g. cf . Tertu l l ian dc ora t . 19 , de j ej un. l , 10, It is
apparently one of the many terms taken from mil itary
language

‘ statio de mi l itari exemp lo nomen accepit , nam e t

mil itia dei s umus says Tertu l lian.
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THE SHEPHERD
,
SIM . v . 11. 5

—1 1

vines fertil e
,
he was gre at lv pleased at the acts of

the servant . 6 . So he call ed hi s beloved s on
,
whom

he had as hei r
,
and his friends whom he had as

counsel lors
,
and told them what he had ordered his

s ervant
,
and what he had found accomplished . And

they congratulated the servant 011 th e character which
the master gave him . 7. And he said to them : I

promised thi s servant h is freedom if he kept the

orders which I gave h im . Now he has kept my
orders

,
and has added good work in the vineyard

,

and greatly pleased me . So in reward for this
work which he has done I w i sh to make h im

j oint heir with my son
,
because

,
when he had a

good thought he did not put it on one side
,
but

carried it ou t . 8 . The son of th e master agreed
w ith thi s plan

,
that th e servant should be j oint

heir with the son . 9 . After a few days he made
7 feast and sent t o him much food from the feast .
But th e servant took the food which was sent to

him by the master
,
kept what was suffi cient for

himself
,
and distributed the rest t o his fellow

servants . 10. And his fellow-servants were glad
when they received the food

,
and began to pray

for him
,
that he might find greater favour with hi s

master
,
because he had treated them thus . 1 1 . His

master heard al l these events
,
and again rej oiced

l 5
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THE SHEPHERD
,
sm . v . i i i . 6- i v . 1

evil word
,
and from every evi l desire and purify your

hea rt from all the vanities of thi s world . If you
keep these things

,
th is fast shal l be perfect for

you . 7. And you shal l do thus : After completing
what has been written

,
in that day on which you fast

you shal l taste nothing except bread and water, and

you shal l reckon the price of th e expense for that
day which you are going to keep, of the foods which

you would have eaten, and you shal l give it to a
widow or an orphan or to some one destitute

,
and

you shal l thus be humble-minded that through your
humility he who receives it may fi l l h i s soul and pray
to the Lord for you . 8 . If then you thus fulfi l the
fast as I commanded you

,
your ‘ sacrifice shal l be

acceptabl e to God
,

’ and th is fast shall be written
down t o you r credit, and the servi ce which is
thus done i s good and j oyful and acceptable t o

the Lord . 9 . You shal l therefore keep these things
thus with your children and all your house

,
and

if you keep them you shal l be blessed
,
and all

who hear them and keep them shal l be blessed
and shall obtain from the Lord whatever they ask .

1. I BESOUGHT h im much t o explain t o me the The
parable of th e field and the master and the vineyard figfig

‘t ion

and th e servant who fenced the vineyard
,
and the 532

9

1

7

1

1

2
16 3 5

fences, and the weeds which were pulled up from the s ervant

.vineyard, and the son , and the friends th e counsel lors .

VO L. II.
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THE SHEPHERD
,
SIM . v . v . 1—5

V

l .

“ I TOLD you ,
said he , “j u st now

,
that you The

are obstinate and importunate in asking for the ig
‘

gfi
‘

fgfi on
explanations of the parable . But since you are
so persi stent I wil l explain to you the parabl e of
the field and al l the other consequences of it

,

that you may make them known to everyone .

Listen
,
now

,

” he said
,
and understand it . 2. The

field is th is world
,

’ and the Lord of the field i s
‘ He who created everything ’ and perfected it
and gave it strength . And th e servant i s the
Son of God

,

l and th e vines are thi s people wh ich he
planted . 3 . And the fences are the holy Angel s of
the Lord who support h is peopl e . And the weeds
which are pulled up ou t of th e vineyard are
iniquities of the servants of God . And the food
which he sent t o him from the supper is the com
mandment s wh ich he gave to his people through h is
Son

,
and the fr i ends and counsel lors are th e holy

Angel s who were first created . And the absence of
th e Master 2 is the t ime which remains before hi s
coming. 4. I said t o him :

“Sir
,
al l i s great and

wonderful and all i s glorious . H ow then
,

” said I
,

could I understand it ? Nor i s there any other man
,

however understanding he may be
,
who can under

stand it . Moreover
,
sir

,

” said I
,

“ explain to me
what I am going t o ask you . 5 .

“ Say
,

” said he
,

“what you wi sh .

“Why
,
said I

,

“
s ir, i s th e

Son of God in the parable given the form of a
servant ? "

With t he te x t give n it mu s t be noted that t he Son in t he
parable (Sim . v . ii. rema in s un e xplaine d .

2 The ab se nce of t he Maste r i s no t m e ntion e d in t he te x t
of the parab le but s e e t he critical note on Sim . v . 2

,
2.
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o f thi s flesh pleased him , because it was not de filed
while it was bearing the Holy Spiri t on earth .

7. Therefore he took the Son and the gloriou s
angel s as counsel lors

,
that th is flesh also

,
having

served the Spirit blamelessly, should have some
place of soj ourn

,
and not seem to have lost the

reward of its service . For al l flesh in which the
Holy Spirit has dwelt shal l rece ive a reward if it

be found unde file d and spotl ess 8 . You have the
explanation of th is parable al so .

1 . I AM glad, si r, said I ,
“
t o hear thi s explana Th e

tion .

” “Listen, now, he said .

“Guard this flesh 553271
1

1311,
of yours, pure and unde file d

, that the spirit which
dwell s in i t may bear it w itness, and your flesh may

be j ustified . 2. See to it, l est the idea enter your
heart that this flesh of yours is morta l

,
and you

abuse it in some de filement . For if you defi le your
flesh you defil e also the Holy Spirit, and if you
defi le the flesh you shal l not l i ve .

”

3 .

“ But
,
if
,

sir
,

” said I
,

“ there was any previou s ignorance
before th ese words were heard

,
how can the man

who de file d hi s flesh be saved ?
” “For the former

ignorances
,

” said he
,

“ it i s possible for God
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ness, you shal l be able t o keep these commandments ,
and no longer add to your sins . Therefore walk
in these commandments of mine

,
and you shal l

live t o God . Al l these things have been spoken
t o you by me .

”

5 . And after he spoke these Th e v is ion
things with me

,
he said to me : “Let us go into

the country
,
and I wi l l show you the shepherds

of the sheep .

” “Let us go, s i r,
” said I . And we

came into a plain
,
and he showed me a young

shepherd
,
clothed with a suit of garments of

yel low colour . 6 . And he was feeding very many
sheep

,
and these sheep were wel l fed and very

frisky
,
and were glad as they skipped here and

there . And the shepherd himself was very j oyful
over hi s flock

,
and the face of the shepherd was very

j oyful
,
and he ran about among the sheep .

1. AND he said to me ° “Do you see this The
shepherd ?

” Yes
,
s ir

,
said I

,

“ I see h im .

” “This
,

”

$3823?
said he

,

“ i s the angel of luxury and deceit . He
wears ou t the souls of th e servants of God

,
and

perverts them from the truth
,
deceiving them with

evil desire s in which they perish . 2. For they
forget the commandments of the Living God, and
walk in deceit and vain luxury

,
and are destroyed by

thi s angel
,
some to death

,
and some to corruption .

3 . I said to h im :
“Sir, I do not know what is ‘ to
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caught in the thorns and thistles . 7 . These then
were being pastured all entangled in the thorns and

thistle s
,
and they were very wretched, being beaten

by him
,
and he was driv ing them about here and

there
,
and gave them no rest

,
and those sheep had

no happy time at al l .

1 . WHEN therefore I saw them thus beaten and
m iserable I grieved for them that they were being
so tormented

,
and had no rest at all . 2. I said to the

shepherd who was speaking with me : “Sir, who i s
thi s shepherd who i s s o pitiless and bitter, and has
no compas sion at al l on these sheep ? “This,

"

said he
,

“ i s the angel of punishment . He is one of

the righteous angel s
,
but is set over punishment .

3 . Therefore he receives those who have wandered
away from God

,
and walked in the lusts and deceits

of this world
,
and punishes them

,
as they deserve

,

with various terribl e punishments . 4. I should
l ike , sir, sa id I

,

“
t o know these different punish

ments
,
of what kind they are .

” Hear
,
said he

,

the different tortures and punishment s . The tor
tures befal l them in th is li fe

,
for some are punished

with loss , others with deprivations, others with divers
il lnesses, others with al l unsettlement, and others are
insulted by the unworthy

,
and su ffer many other

things . 5 . For many have been unsettled in their

I 7

VO L . II.
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THE SHEPHERD
,
sm . v i . i v . 2—v . 3

such luxury and forget God
,
ought t o be punished

sevenfold . 3 . He said t o me You are fool ish
,
and

do not understand the power of punishment .
” No

,

said I
,
Sir

,
for if I had understood it

,
I should not

have as ked you to tel l me .

”

Listen
,
said he

,
to the

power of both . 4.

‘The time of luxury and deceit
i s one hour, but the hour of punishment has the
power of th irty days . I f, therefore , any man l ive in
luxury and deceit for one day

,
and be punished one

day
,
the day of punishment has the power of a whole

year
,
for a man is pu ni shed as many years as h e has

l ived days in luxury . You see
,
therefore

,
said he

,

that th e time of luxury and deceit i s very short
,
but

the time of punishment i s long .

I. SIR , said I , I sti l l do not at al l understand
about th e time of decei t and luxury and torture ;
explain it to me more clearly . 2. He answered
and said to me : “Your fool i shness i s lasting, and
you do not wi sh to purify your heart and to serve
God . See to it, said he , “ l est the time be fulfi ll ed ,
and you be found stil l fool i sh . Listen

,
th en

,
said

he
,
that you may understand it as you wi sh . 3 . He

who l i ves in luxury and deceit for a single day
,
and

does what he l ikes
,
i s clothed with great fool ishness

,

and does not understand the deed which he i s doing .

For he forgets t o-morrow what he did yesterday .

For l uxury and deceit have no memory
,
because of

the fool ishness which they have put on . But when
punishment and torture cleave to a man for a singl e

1 8 1
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THE SHEPHERD
,
S IM . vu . 1—4

me Wh at more are you s e ekin cr I have come The re-1 80m
D fo r t h e

here
,
Sir

,

” sa id I
,

“ in order that you may command continued
the shepherd of punishment to depart from my house , 55

1

3
1

2
11006“

because he afflicts me too much .

“ You must be pen itent
afflicted, said he

,
For thus

,

” said he , “ the gloriou s
angel enj oined concerning you . For he wish e s you
to be tried . Yes

,
Sir

,
sa id I

,
but what have I

done so w icke d
,
that I should be handed over to t h i s

angel 2. List e n ,
said he

,

“your s ins are many
,

but not s o great as that you should be handed over
t o t h i s angel ; but your fam ily has done great ini

qu ity and s in ,
and the glorious angel has become

enraged at their deeds
,
and for t h is reason he

commanded you to be afflicted for some t im e
,
that

they also may repent and purify themselves from
every lust of th i s world . When

,
therefore

,
they

repent
,
and have been purified

,
then the angel

of punishment will depa
‘

rt from you . 3 . I said to
him : Sir, even if they have done su ch things that
th e gloriou s angel i s enraged

,
what have I done ? ”

They cann ot
,

” sa id he
,
be puni shed in any other

way, than if you , the head of the house, be affli cted .

For when you are affli cted
,
they also w il l necessarily

be afflicted, bu t wh i le you prosper, they cannot
suffer any affli ction .

”

4 .

“ But see
,
Sir

,

” said I
,

“ they have repented with al l thei r h eart .” “ I
know,

” sa id h e
,

“myself also
,
that they have

repented with al l thei r heart ; do you then th ink
that the sins of those who repent are imme diat e ly
forgiven By no means but he who repents must
torture his own soul

,
and be humble in al l h i s deeds

and be affli cted with many divers affli ctions. And if
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THE SHEPHERD ,
e . v 111. i . 1—7

PARABLE 8

l . H E showed me a great willow
,
covering plains Th e

and mounta ins, and under the cover of the wil low
tree all had come who were called by the name of Wmow ’ t re“

the Lord . 2. And there stood an angel of the Lord ,
glorious and very ta ll

,
by the side of the wil low,

with
a great pruning-hook, and he kept cutting branches
from the wil low

,
and gave them to the people who

were in the shade of the willow
,
and he gave them

little rods about a cubit long. 3 . After they had
al l received the little sticks the angel put down
the pruning-hook

,
and that tree remained as sound

as when I first saw it . 4. And I wondered i n my
self saying : How is the tree sound, when so many
branches have been cut off The shepherd said to
me : “Do not wonder that th is tree has remained
sound

,
though so many branches have been cut

off ; but if you see everything it w i l l be made
clear t o you what it is .

”
5 . The angel who had

given the sticks to the people asked them back
,

and as they had received so also they were
called t o him,

and each of them gave back the
sticks . And the angel of the Lord took them and
looked at them . 6 . From some he received the
sticks dried and

,
as it were

,
moth-eaten . The angel

commanded those who had given up such sticks
,
to

stand apart . 7. And others gave up dry sticks
,
but

they were not moth-eaten
,
and these he commanded
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THE SHEPHERD
,
sm . vm . i . 1 8—i i. (7

and the buds had , a s it were , some fruit . And those
men whose sticks were found thus were very j oyfu l

,

and th e angel rej oi ced and t he shepherd was very
j oyful over them.

1 . AND th e angel of th e Lord commanded crowns
to be brought

,
and crowns were brought

,
made

,
as it

were
,
of palm leaves, and he crown ed the men who

had given up their sticks with buds and some fruit
,

and sent them away into the tower . 2. And he

sent also the oth ers into the tower who gave up

their sticks green and with buds
,
but the buds

without fruit, and he gave them seal s . 3 . And all
who went into the tower had the same cloth ing

,

white as snow . 4 . And he sent away those who
had given up their sticks green

,
as they had received

them
,
and gave them clothing and seal s . 5 . After The

i nstruct ions
the angel had finished this he said to the shepherd of t h e

“ I am going away
,
but you shal l send these within 23

1

31
0

1

1

6

the walls
,
according as any i s worth y to dwell there .

St hcrd

But consider their sti cks careful ly and thus let them
go

,
but look carefully . See to i t that none pass

you ,
he said

,

“but if anyone pass you
,
I wi l l test

them at the altar . When he had said thi s t o the
shepherd he departed . 6 . And after th e angel had
departed the shepherd said t o me : Let us take the
sticks of all of them, and plant them to see if some

VOL . I I .
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THE SHEPHERD
,
Sm . \

'
l ll . i i i . 2 — 7

all t he. ea rth , is God
'

s law which wa s given to a ll

\he world . And this law is God
’

s s on pre ached t o

the ends of the ea r th . And tho se who are unde r its
”

fhade are nations which have h e a rd the preaching
have bel ieved in it . 3 . And th e great and

glorious angel 1 i s M ichael , who ha s power over this
people and governs them for thi s is he who put the
law into the hearts of those who bel ieve . Therefore
he looks a ft er those to whom he gave it t o see i f
t hey have real ly kept it . 4 . But y ou s e e the sticks
3f each one

,
for the sticks are the law . Therefore

,

vou see that many sticks have been made useless
,

and you wi l l understand , that the v are al l the men
who have not observed the law ; and you wi l l se e the
dwell ing of each one of them . 3 . I said to him
Sir

,
why did he send some into the tower, and left

s ome to you “Al l those who have transgressed
1gainst the law

,
which they received from him

,
he

le ft to my authority for repentance . But a s many
18 were al ready well -pleased with the law,

and have
7bs e rv e d it , he keeps them under hi s own authority .

3. Who then
,
Si r, said I

,
are they who were

-
rowne d and went into the tower ? All those

,

.aid he
,
who wrestled with the devil and conquered

i im
,
have been crowned . These are they who

suffered for the law . 7. And the others who also gave
1p their sti cks green and having buds , but w ithout
i
ruit , are they who were persecuted for the law ,

but
1 Bu t in Sim . i x . he i s t he Son of God . Th i s toge t he r

.vith t he ide n t ificat ion of t he 8011 w i th t he Spi r i t i n h im . i x .

(c f . Sim . v . 5 ) make s i t v e ry hard to re cons t ruc t t he
Z
'
hris t ology of He rma s . On t he qu e s t ion of M ichae l s e e

Lueke n
’

s M ic/111 1 1, (id t t inge n , 1898 .
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TH E SH E PH ERD
,

< IM . 1 111. i v . S
— v .

of them gav e up th e i r s t i cks gr e e n and som e (lrv

nud cut as i t we re b y moth . Those th en who gave.
them up green he commanded to stand apart

,
and

those who had gi ven th em up drv and cut h e
80mmande d to stand w ith the fi rst ones . 6 . Then
those gave them up who had them ha l f drv and
c racked

,
and many of them gave th em up green and

w ithout cracks
,
and som e green and w i th buds

,
and

w ith fru it on th e buds
,
as those had had who

had gone crowned into the towe r . But some gave
them up d ry and moth -eaten

,
and some dr y but not

ea ten , and some rema ined half drv and w ith cracks .
And he commanded each of them to stand apart

,

some in the i r own stat ion and some apart .

1

1 . Next those
.

gave up the ir st icks who had had

them green but with cracks , and these al l gave th em
up green and stood in th e ir own stat ion . And th e

sh eph erd rej oi ced over th ese that al l were changed and

had lost th e i r cracks . 2. And those al so gave th em

up who had had them hal f green and hal f dry . The

st i cks of som e of th em we re found qu ite green
,
of

some ha l f d ry, of som e dry and moth -eaten
,
but of

som e green and w ith buds . A l l th ese we re sent each
to h i s own sta t ion . 3 . Nex t th ose ga ve th em up who
had two -th i rds green and one—th i rd dry ; many of

1 Th i s mu s t me an t ha t s ome we re s e nt back t o t h e i r
o r igina l p lace , oth e rs we re mo ve d a s ide . Bu t t he te x t is
obscu re and prohab lv corrupt .

2 0
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repen t .

> H e ga ve repentance to those
,
sa id he

,

“whose hea rt h e saw woul d be pu re
,
and would

serve him w i th all the i r h eart . But in whom h e s aw
gu i l e and w ickedness , that t hc v would repen t
w i th to th em h e gav e no repentance ,
l es t they should aga in defi l e h i s name . 3 . I sa id to
h im S i r

,
now th erefore , e xpla in to m e those who

gave up th e st icks
,
what i s th e characte r of each and

the ir dwel l ing
,
that when those h ear who have

bel ieved and have rece ived th e seal
,
and have broken

it
,
and have not kept it whol e

,
th ey may recogn ize

the i r own deeds
,
and repent

,
and rece ive a sea l

from you and glor ify th e Lord
,
that h e had m ercy

on them and sent you to renew th e i r sp irits . 4 .

Li sten
,
sa id h e

,
th ose whose st icks are dry and

were found moth -eaten are th e apostates and the
betrayers of th e Ch urch , and blasphemers of the
Lord in the i r s ins ; and m oreove r they we re ash amed
of ‘ th e name of th e Lord wh ich was cal l ed ove r
them .

’ These then hav e final ly peri shed to God .

And you see that not e ven one of them repented
,

al though th ey heard th e words wh ich you spoke to
them

,
wh ich I commanded you ; from such l ife i s

departed . 5 . And they who gave up th e i r sticks dry
and not moth - e at e n , t he s e are al so near them ; for th ey
were hypocr ites , and introduced strange doctr ines
and corrupted the servants of God

,
and espec ial ly

those who have s inned
,
not su ffer ing them to repent

,

but persuad ing th em w ith th e i r fool ish doctr ines .
These

,
then , have hope of repentance . 6 . And

you see that many of them have repente d s ince I

2
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the y who gave up thei r sti cks green and w i t h cracks ,
these were ever faithfu l and good

,
but had some

j ea lousy among themselves over the fi rst place and

some question of reputation . But al l these are fool ish
,

who quarrel among themselves about the fi rst place .

5 . But these a l so
,
when they hea rd m y command

ments
,
because they were good

,
purified themsel ves

and quickly repented so their dwel l ing was in th e
tower. But if any of them turn again to schism he
shall be cast ou t from th e tower

,
and shal l lose his

l ife . 6 . Life is for al l those who keep the command
ments of the Lord . And in the commandments
there is nothing about the fi rst place or any question
o f reputation

,
but about man ’ s long-su ffering and

humility . Among such
,
then

,
i s th e l ife of th e Lord

,

but among the schi smatic and law-breakers there is
death .

1. Box t hose who gave up thei r sticks hal f-green

and half-dry these are those who are concerned with

business and do not cleave to the saints ; for this

reason half of th em is al ive
,
and half i s dead .

22. Manv then
,
o f them

,
when they heard my com

inandm e nt s repented . As many
,
as repented

,
have

their dwel ling in the tower ; but some of them were

aposta te to the end . These then have no repentance
,

for because of their business they blasphemed the

Lord and denied him . So they lost their l ife because

209

V0 ! fl
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w i th t he hea then ,
and we re corrupted by the va in

glory of the h eathen
,
and we re apostates from God

and d id the deed s of th e heathen . These were
reckoned w i th th e hea then . 4 . And others of th em
were doubl e -m inded

,
not hop ing to be saved

because of the deeds wh i ch th ey had done . And
others we re doubl e-m inded and made sch i sm s
among them sel ves . For th ese

,
th en , who becam e

doubl e -m inded because of th e ir deeds there is st i l l
repentance , bu t th e ir repentance m ust be speed y
that the i r dwel l ing may be w ith in the tower . But
for those who do not repent, but rema in in th e i r
pl easu res

,
death i s near .

1 . BUT those who gave up the i r st icks green , but
th e t ips were dry and had cracks

,
these we re alwa y s

good and fa ith ful and gl orious before God
,
but th e y

s inned a l ittl e because of sma l l l u sts
,
and had smal l

quarre l s w ith one anoth er . But when they h eard
my word th e greate r part repented qu ickly , and
the ir dwel l ing was in the tower . 2. But some of
them were doubl e -m inded

,
and some in th e i r

doubl e -m indedness made a greate r schism . For
these then there i s st i l l hope of repentance

,
because

they were always good
,
and not eas i ly shall any of

them d ie . 3 . But those who gave up the i r st i cks d ry
,

but with a l ittl e green , these are they who had
bel ief on l y but did th e deeds of wickedness ; bu t
they were neve r aposta te s from God , and they bore

2 1
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to these commandments
,
and th e y s ha l l l iv e to (Jod .

But as many
,
sa id he

,

“
a s add to the i r s ins , and l i ve

in the l usts of th i s world sha l l conde nm themse l ves
to death . 4 . But do you wa lk in my commandments
and y ou shal l l i ve to God , and a s many as wa lk in
them and do r ightly , sha l l l i ve to God . 5 . \Vhen
he had showed m e these th ings and had tol d m e

everyth ing
,
h e sa id to m e And the rest I w i l l

sh ow y ou afte r a fe w da y s .

PA RABLE 9

1 . AFT ER I had wr itten the commandments and
parabl es of th e shepherd , th e angel of repentan ce ,
he came to m e and sa id to m e

“ I w i sh to show you
what th e H oly Sp i rit wh i ch spoke w ith you in the
form of th e Church showed you , for that Sp irit is
th e Son of God . I2. For s ince y ou were too weak in
the flesh

,
i t was not shown you by an angel . But

when you were strength ened by th e sp ir it
,
and made

strong in you r strength
,
so that you cou ld al so see

an angel
,
then th e bu i ld ing of th e tower was sh own

to you by th e Chu rch . You saw al l th ings wel l and
hol i l y as i f from a v irg in .

1 But now you see them
from an angel

,
yet th rough th e same Spi r it . 3 . But

I The po int is that t he form o f t he v i s ion was accommodate d
t o H e rmas

’ powe rs . It was a t fi rs t s e nt in t he form o f a

h uman be ing (t he emphas i s is on t he h uman i ty
, no t 011 t he

V i rgin i ty ) and a ft e rward s wh e n he was s t ronge r s p i r i tua l l y
in t he form o f an ange l.

Intro
( lllC t iUD
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THE SHEPHERD
,
5m . 1x. i . 9—i i 4

ta in had great tree s and wa s full o f shady pla ces , and
under the shade o f the trees sheep we re l y ing resting
and rum inat ing . 10. And the eleventh mounta in
was full of tree s and those trees had fruit , and were
each adorned w ith different fruits , s o that whoever

saw them desi red t o eat o f their fru its . And t he

twelfth mountain was all white
,
and it s appearance

was j oy ful , and the mounta in was i n itself very
beautiful .

I . In th e middl e of the plain he showed me a Th e grea t

great white rock, which had risen out of the plain ,
and the rock was higher than the hill s

,
four—square

,

s o that it could hold the whole world . 2. And that
rock was old , and had a door hewn ou t of i t . But it
seemed t o me that the cutting of the door was recent .
And the door gl istened so in the s un ,

that Imarve lle d

a t the brightness of the door . 3 . And round the door Th e

there stood twel ve maidens the four who stood at the ”a
ide " ;

corner, seemed to me to be the more glorious , but th e
others al so were glorious

,
and they stood a t th e fou r

parts of the door , each with two other maidens on
each side .

1 4. And they were cl othed in l inen mantles .

(
A b b A

b1 The arrangeme n t m eant i s so that t he ‘doo r ’

l
b b

I
.
A b b A

,

must have be en a sort of porch , cu t out of the rock ,
and t he

towe r was bu i l t dire ct lv above it

2 2 1
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THE SHEPHERD
,
sm . i i i . 2

running here and there round t he tower . 2. And
the maidens stood round the tower

,
and to ld the

men t o make speed w ith building the tower . And
the maidens held ou t their hands as ii

'

they were
going to take something from the men . 3 . And the
six men commanded stones to come up from a
certain deep place

,
and to go into the bu ilding o f

the tower. And there came up ten square stones
,

beautiful and not hewn . 4. And the 5 171 men
called the maidens and commanded them to take al l
the stones which were to come for the building of
the tower

,
and t o go through the gate, and give

them to the men who were going to build the
t owe z. 5 . And the ma idens put the ten stones,
which fi rst came out of the deep place

,
on one

another
,
and the y carried them together l ike a single

stone .

1 . AND j u st as they had stood together round the
gate, so the ma idens who seemed to be strong were
carrying

,
and they were st ooping under the corners

o f the stone .

1 But the others were stooping by the
sides of the stone , and s o they were carrying all the
stones . And they brought them through the gate as
they had been commanded

,
and gave them t o the

men in the tower, and they took the stones and

went 011 building . 2. Now
,
the building of the tower

1 The me an ing i s that t he fou r ma ide n s kep t to t he i r
ori ina l fo r mat ion , with t he fou r s tronge s t a t t he corne rs

,

an t he o the rs in t he m iddle of e a ch s ide of t he s ton e wh i ch
th ey ca rr i e d

YOL. U .

Th e t e n
s t o rm.»

The

bu ild ing
o f t h e

stone s by
t he ma iden s
and t he

men
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TH E SHEPHERD
,
sm . 1x. i v . 6- V . 2

not been brough t in th rough the door. The re fore
these stones we re unseemly in the bu i l d ing of the
towe r . 7. And when th e s ix men saw the unseemly
s tone s in the bu i ld ing the y commanded them to be
taken away and to be brough t down to the i r own pl ace ,
whence they had been taken . 8 . And they sa id to
the Zme n who we re bringing the stones in :

“You

must on no account put s tones into th e buil d ing, bu t
put them by th e s ide of the towe r

,
that the ma idens

may bring them in through the gate, and gi ve them
ove r for t he

‘

bu ilding. For i f,
”

said they
,
they are

not brough t in by th e hands of these maidens
th rough the gate they cannot change the ir co lou rs
do not then

,

” said they, “ labou r in vain .

”

1. AND on that day the bu i l d ing wa s fin i shed , bu t jrh e pau s e
the tower wa s no t compl eted, for i t was go ing to Quillfng
be bui l t on to, and there was a pau se in th e bui l d ing.

And the s ix men commanded al l the bu i l ders to
retire a l i ttl e and re st, but they commanded the
ma idens not to go away from the towe r . And it
s eemed to m e that the ma idens had g iven up
look ing afte r the tower . 2. Bu t afte r they had all

gone away and were re s ting I s a id to the shephe rd
Why, Sir, s a id I “wa s the bu i l d ing of the towe r

no t com pl e ted ?
”

The towe r
,
sa id he

,

“ cannot

yet be compl eted unl ess its lord come and test thi s
bui ld ing, in order that if some stones prove to be

2 2 9
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THE SHEPHERD ,
5m . ix. v i . 1—7

a man so tal l
,
that he overtopped th e towe r . Th e com ing

2. And th e s ix men , who had been in charge of th e
1

7707
1

5
6

0!

building
,
were walking with him on th e right hand t h e TOW“

and on the l e ft
,
and al l who had worked at th e

bu i ld ing we re w ith h im
,
and there were many othe r

gl oriou s beings around h im . And th e ma idens who
kept th e tower ran to him and kissed h im

,
and

began to wal k near h im round the towe r. 3 . And
that man examin ed the building careful ly

, so that

h e fel t each stone
,
and he held a sta ff in h i s

hand and hi t each ind iv idual stone used in th e

bu i ld ing . 4. And when he struck
,
some of them

became as black as p itch , and some rotten , and some
with cracks

,
and some short

,
and some ne ither wh ite

nor black
,
and some rough and not fitting in with

th e other stones
,
and some with many sta in s . These

we re th e variet ies of th e rotten stones wh ich were
found in the bu i ld ing. 5 . Therefore he commanded
al l th ese to be taken away from th e tower

,
and to

be put bes ide the tower
,
and oth er stones to be

brought and la id in the i r place . 6 . And the
bu i l ders asked him from wh ich mounta ins h e w ished
stones to be brought and l a id in the ir place , and h e
commanded them not to be brough t from the
mounta in s , but h e commanded th em to be brough t
from a certa in pla in near at hand . 7. And the pla in
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THE SHEPHERD
,
sm . \ i i . 4 2

stone s ? ” said he .

“ Yes , Sir, l s e e th e m
,

s a id I .

“ I will he w
,
said he

,

“ the greate r part of these
stones

,
and put th em into the bu ild ing

,
and th er

will fit in w i th th e rest of the stones . 5 . H ow
,
Sir

,

said I
,

“ can they fi ll the same room afte r they have
been hewn P

” He answered and said to me
Those wh i ch turn out to be l ittl e wi l l be put into
the middle of the bu ilding

,
and such as are b igger

wil l be put outside and wil l hold th em togeth er .
0. When he had said th is he said to me : “ Let us
go

,
and afte r two days let u s come and cleanse th ese

stone s and put them into th e building, for eve ryth ing
round the tower must be cleansed l est the Maste r
come suddenly and find it d irty round the towe r
and h e wi l l be angry

,
and th ese stones wi ll not go

into th e building of the towe r, and I shall seem
t o be carel ess before the Master. ” 7 . And afte r two
days we came to the towe r, and he said to me Let
u s l ook a t all the stones , and let us see wh i ch
are abl e to come into th e building . I said to h im

'

Si r, l et us l ook .

”

1. AND when we began we fi rst looked at the The
black stones

,
and these were found to be the same 1

5

1

1

232333
as when th ey were put out of th e building. And of t h e

the shepherd commanded them to be removed from 8m“

the towe r and sent away . 2. Then he l ooked
a t th ose which were rotten and h e took and hewed
many of th em and commanded the ma idens to take
them and put th em into the bu ilding . and the maide ns
took th em and put th em into t he building in t he

middle of the towe r . And the rest he commanded t n

2 3 7
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THE SHEPHERD
,
S IM . vi i i . 6 4

Lowe r ; fo r they were t oo weak . 7. Th e n he be gan
look a t thos e which had s t ains

,
and o f th e se a

very fe w were turned black
,
and were rej ected with

the rest, but most of them were found to be bright
and sound

,
and these were fitted by th e maidens

into the building
,
but ther were put on the outside

because of their strength .

1 . NEXT he came t o look at the white and round
stones

,
and said to me \Vha t do we do with th ese

stones . H ow should I know
,
Sir ? said I .

“The n do you not notice anything about them ?

0 I
,
Sir

,
said I

,

“have not th is art I am neither
a stone -cutter

,
nor can I understand . Do you no t

see
,
said he

,
that ther are very round , and if I wi sh

to make them square
,
a great deal must be cut awar

from them 3 Yet some of them must of necessity be

pu t into the building . 3 . If then . Sir, said I , “ it
i s ne ce s sai y , why do 1 011 11

'

01 r1
' y our

'

,
sel f and no t

choose fm the building those which 1 011 wi sh and fit
them into it 3 He chose out f 1om them the la i ge s t
and br ight ones and hewed them ,

and the maidens
took and fitted them into the outside of the building .

4 . And the rest which remained over were taken up
and put back into the plain from which they had
been brought . But they were not rej ected

,

“Be

cau se
,
said he

,

“ there remains stil l a l ittle to be

I
»)

VOL. II
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THE SH EPHERD
,
S IM . xx. x ; 1—7

been t aken up
,
and put into the bu ilding. Fo r all

the ground round t he tower mu st be l evel . ” 2. And
I did as he commanded and brought th em to him .

Se rve me said he
,

“ and th e work wil l soon he

completed . So he fi l led up the marks of th e stone s
wh ich had gone into th e building, and commande d
al l round th e tower to be swept

,
and be made

clean . 3 . And th e maidens took brooms and swept
,

and they took away al l th e dirt from the towe r
and sprinkled water , and the place of the towe r

became j oyful and very beautiful . 4. The shephe rd
said to me Everyth ing, said he , has been made
clean . If th e lord come to visit the towe r

,
he has

noth ing with wh ich to blame us . When he had
said th is h e wi sh ed to go away. 5 . But I took him
by his wal l et, and began to adj ure h im by the Lord
to expla in to me what he had shown me . H e said to
me : “ I am busy for a l ittl e and then I w ill
explain eve rything to you . Wait for me here
t i l l I come . 6 . I said to him :

“ Sir , what shall I
do h ere alone ? “You are not alone h e sa id

,

for these maidens are h ere w i th you . G i ve me
th en

,

” said I
,

“ into th e i r charge . The sh epherd
cal led them and said to th em I entru st h im to you
t i l l I come

,
and he went away. 7 . And Iwas alone

with the maidens
,
and th ey were merry and graciou s

towards me, especial ly th e four more gloriou s o f

th em .
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TH E S HEPH ERD , 5 1111. x i . 7—xii.

them unccas inglv and not l ess than t he v , and the

ma iden s i e |o ice d when I “as praying thu s and I
stayed the l e unt i l t he 1no 1 1 ow un t il th e second hour
w ith th e maidens . 8 . Then the shepherd came and

sa id to th e ma idens : H ave y ou done him any de s
p ite ? A sk him

,
sa id t l1e v . I sa id to him

S i r
,
I 1 e joi6 e d at i emainin t r w ith th em .

“ On
what

,
sa id h e

,

“ d id 1 011 sup ? “ I supped
,
Si r

,

sa id I
,

011 th e words of th e Lo1d the whol e n ight .
D id they rece ive y ou we l l sa id h e

,
Yes , S i r ,

sa id I . 9 . Now
, sa id he , what do you w i sh t o

hea r first .

7 Even as
,
S i r

,

”

sa id I .

“you showed me

from the be winning I ask 1
'

,
ou 8 11‘ to declare th ings

to me even a s I ask them of 1 011.

“Even as 3 ou
des i re

,
sa id h e

,
so I wi l l inte rpret to you

,
and

h ide from you noth ing at al l .

I . F IRST of al l
,
Si r

,

” sa id I te l l m e thi s \Vha t
'

i s th e rock and the door ? Th i s l ock and th e
door

,
sa id he

,

“ i s th e Son of God . H ow i s it
,

’

sa id I
,

“ Si r
,
that th e rock i s ol d

,
but th e gate i s

new ? L i sten
,
sa id h e , and understand

,
fool i sh

man . 2. Th e Son of God i s ol der than all h i s creat ion
,

s o that h e wa s th e coun se l l or of h i s Creat ion to the
Father

,
therefore th e rock is al so old .

” But why i s
th e gate new ,

Si r ? sa id I . 3 . Becau se
,

” sa id h e
,

“ H e wa s man i fested in the la st dav s of th e e nd 1

1 The G re ek means
‘
t he cons nnnna t ion ,

’

t he t ime wh e n
t h i s age or wo r ld -pe r io d is fin i s h e d , and a new age w i l l
begin . (Cf . M t . I3 ,

fi ne mt

17111 11 1 1 1011

o f t he

pai able
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T llE SHEPHERD ,
sm . xn . S- x i i i . .7

those s i x a re gl o r iou s ange l s s upport ing him on the

r ight hand and on the l e ft . None of these glo r i ous
ange l s

,
sa id he

,

“
can ente r into God

'

s p resen ce
w i thout him . W

'

hoeve r rece ives not h i s nam e
shal l no t ente r into th e k ingdom of God .

’

l . BUT
,
sa id I , “what is the tower ? Th is Th e Tom r

towe r
,
sa id he

,

“ i s th e Chu rch . 2.

“And what Th e
,

a re these ma idens ? “They
,
sa id h e

,
are holy

Mu le“?

sp i rits . And a man cannot be found in th e k ingdom
of God in any oth er way, e x cept they cl oth e him

w ith the i r cl oth ing . For if you rece i ve the nam e
al one but do not rece i ve th e cl oth ing from them

,

vou wi l l benefit noth ing, for these maidens are th e
po wers of th e Son of God . I f you bear th e name ,
bu t do not bear h i s powe r you w i l l be bearing h i s
name in va in . 3 . And the stones

,
sa id he

,
wh i ch

y ou saw rej ected , these are the y who bore t he name ,

but were not clothed with th e ra iment of the
ma idens . What, sa id I , “ i s the i r ra iment , S i r ?
“ The i r names them se lves , sa id h e

,

“ are the i r
ra iment . Whoever bears th e name of th e Son of
God mus t al so bear th e i r names ; for even t he Son
h im sel f bears t he name s of these ma idens . 1 4 . A l l
th e stones

,
sa id h e , “wh ich vo u saw enter into th e

bu i l d ing of t he tower, g iven by th e i r hands and
rema in ing in the bu i ld ing, had put on the powe r of

l The e xp lanat ion is given in Sim. ix . 1
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THE SHEPHERD
,
sm . 1x. x i v . 1—5

1 . H ow wil l it then be, Sir, said I
,
if these

me n
,
such as they are , repent and put away the lusts

of these women , and return t o th e maidens and walk
in their power and in their deeds ? Will they not
enter into the house of God ? 2. They wil l enter,
said he

,
if they put away the works of these women ,

and take back the power of the maidens and walk in
their deeds . For thi s cause also there was a pause

in the building, in order that, if th ey repent, th ey may

go away into the building of the tower. But if th ey

do not repent then others wil l enter and they wil l
be finally rej ected .

”

3 . I thanked the Lord for all

these th ings
,
that he had mercy on all who cal l upon

his name
,
and sent the angel of repentance to u s who

have sinned against h im
,
and renewed our Spirit

,
even

when we were already corrupted , and restored ou r
life when we had no hope of l iving . 4. Now

,

Sir
,
said I , explain to me why the tower was not

bu ilt on th e ground but on the rock and on the gate .

Are you still ,
” said he

,
sil ly and fool ish ? I

need, Sir, said I , to ask everything from you
,
b e

cau s e I am wholly wi thout power of understanding

anyth ing. For al l th ings great and glorious are also
di fficult for men t o understand . 5 . Listen

,
said

he, “ the name of th e Son of God is great and in
comprehensible , and supports the whol e world . I f

2 5

VOL. IT.
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THE SHEPHERD
,
SIM . 1x. x v . 3

—x v i 2

th ese names shal l s e e the K ingdom of God , but shal l
not ente r into it . 4. But

,
S i r

,
sa id I

,
what are The s tone s

th e stones wh ich were fi tted into th e building from 56115
1

5051001;
th e deep ? The fi rst

,
said h e

,
th e ten which

were placed in the foundat ion
,
are the fi rst genera

t ion ; and the twenty-fiv e are the second generat ion
of r ighteou s m e n and th e th i rty-five are the pro

phe t s of God and his servants, and th e forty
1 are

prophets and teachers of the preach ing of the Son of
God . 5 . Why

,
then

,
Si r

,
sa id I

, did th e
maidens g i ve these stone s al so for the bu i l d ing of
th e towe r, and brought them th rough the gate ?

”

6 . Because , sa id h e , th ese fi rst bore these Sp ir its
,

and they d id not depart from one anoth er at al l ;
ne ithe r th e sp ir its from th e men nor th e m e n from
th e Sp i rits

,
but the sp i rits rema ined with them unt i l

they fel l asl eep . And if th ey had not had th ese sp ir its
w ith th em they wou ld not have been useful for th e
bu i ld ing of th i s tower .

1 .

“ EXPLAIN to me , Sir, sa id I
,

“ st i l l more . The s tone s
What

,
sa id he

,

“ are you ask ing further ? ” Why 39
0

6

1

53
1 t h e

Si r
,
sa id I

,
d id the stones com e up from th e deep

and were put into th e bu i l d ing of th e tower
,
afte r

th ey had borne th ese sp ir its ? 2.

“They had
need

,
sa id h e

,
to come up th rough th e water that

they m igh t be m ade al i ve
,
for ‘ they coul d not ’

1 It mu s t be note d t ha t t he numbe rs give n he re do not

qu i te agre e wi th thos e in Sim . i x . 4
, and no s a t i s factory

hypoth e s i s has e ve r be en s ugge s te d as t o any hidden
meaning wh ich the numbe rs may conce a l .
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,
SIM . 1x. xvi . 7— xvi i . 4

together with them for the building without being
hewn . For they had fal len asleep in righteousness
and in great purity

,
only they had not received

thi s seal . You have then the explanation of these
things also .

“Yes
,
Sir

,
said I

,
I have .

XVI I

I.

“Now therefore
,
Sir

,
explain t o me about Th e

the mounta ins . Why i s their appearance di fferent mountm s

from one another and various ? “Listen
,
said

he ,
“ these twelve mountains are th e tribes

which inhabit the whole world . The Son of God
then

,
was preached to them by the Apostles .

2.

“But tel l me
,
Sir

,
said I

,

“why the appearance
of the mountains differs one from another and i s
various . “Listen

,
said he

,

“ these twelve tribes
which inhabit the whole world are twelve nations ,
but they are various in understanding and mind .

Just as
,
then

,
you saw that the mountains are various

,

so al so are there varieties in the mind and under
standing of the nations . And I will explain to you
the action of each one . 3 . First of all, Sir,

” said
I , explain this to me

,
why though these mountains

were so various
,
when the stones from them were

put into the building they became bright with a
single colour

,
l ike the stones which had come up

from the deep . 4.

“Because
,

” said he
,

“
all th e

nations which dwel l under heaven
,
when they heard

and bel ieved were call ed af t e r the name of the Son
of God . So then when they received the seal they
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has been purified, and the wi cked and hypocrite s and
blasphemers and double-minded

,
and doers of various

wi ckedness
,
have been rej ected from it . 4 . After

these have been rej ected the Ch urch of God shal l
be one body

,
one mind

,
one Spirit

, one faith , one

love
,
and then the Son of God shal l rej oice and

be glad in them
,
when he has received h is people

in puri ty .

“All this, Sir,
” said I

,

“ i s great and
wonderful . 5 . Yet

,
Sir

,
said I

,
explain to me the

power and the action of each one of the mountain s,
that every soul that has believed on the Lord

,
may

hear and glorify His great and wonderful and glorious
name . Listen

,
said he

,

“ t o the vari ety of the
mountains and the twelve nations .

1 . FROM the first mountain
,
the black one

,
are Th6 charac

such bel ievers as these : apostates and blasphemers 595
1

5512
08

against the Lord
,
and betrayers of the servants of God .

mountain s

For these there i s no repentance
,
but there i s 3512351,

death
,
and for thi s cause they also are black

,
for thei r

race i s lawl ess . 2. And from the second mounta in
, Th e se cond

the bare one , are such bel ievers as these : hypocrites
mountain

and teachers of wi ckedness . These then al so are like
un t o the first, having no ‘ fru it of righteousness

,

’ for
ju st as their mountain is unfruitful

,
so al so such men

have the name, but are devoid of faith
,
and there

is no fru it of truth in them . For these then
repen tance i s ready if they repent quickly

,
but if

they delay their death wi ll be with the former ones .

2 69



Mt . 1 3 , 22 ;

THE APOSTOL IC FATHERS

71
'

po7 6pa717 60 7 0 1 0 915170 7 09 0 157 0517 . 3 . A10 7 5,
17777715, 16 15p16 , 7 0157 019 116 701701060 7 1 , 7 019 86 77p077 019
01516 60 7 1 , 7rapé 7 1 1

70p 05 0 157 05 05 77pL5§6 1s 0 1570511

6505. A10 7 0157 0, 1777705, 7 0157 019 71 6 7 6517010 16 6 17 0 1,

57 1 01516 681 00 1777771 7700 17 7 817 16 15p1017 0 157 0517 01586

676170177 0 77p0807 0 1 7 0517 8015? t 7 015 96015 810 86
7 7717 677 19v/1 50 17 7 015 X77/17107 09 15776 16p597700 17 1605

68580 756 17 61600 7 09 160 701 709 677 191771509 7 0517

L5179p07770717 7 0517 000p7 0 170177 0717 . 81700 1 7 500150 1
85167717 7 117L5° 16 657 0 1 86 0 157 059 71 6 7017010 810 7 8

,
11 77

7 6 1760 90 1 0 157 01
5

9 Bka 0¢ 7700v 9 ,
11 7786 7rp0807 0 9 .

1 . E x 86 7 015 1
’

7
'

p0v 9 7 015 7 p57 017 7 015 6750177 09
01601790 9 1605 7 p1,80)60v 9 05 77 10 7 6 150 0 177 6 9 7 010157 05

650 117 . 68 0 1570517 05
,
11617 7776 0150 101, 05 86 77p07

1107 65019 05
,
11617 7 p5,807\05

650 117 05 7776 0150 101, 05 86 65160 1790 1 05 617 7 0 19 77p07
MC 4 18 19

7110 7 650 19 7 0 19 7 017 /{5d 3 e/LWGCIJUp/LGVOL 2 011 7 00

Mt . 19, 23 ;
Mc . 10, 23 ;
Luk. 18, 2

01
5

17 , 05 617 77 01 1 0 19 16 05 77p07110 7 650 19
015 2 16 010605177 0 1 7 019 8002x019 7 015

96015, 6516 1 0770777t 0 1705177 0 1 7TVL'70,LL€VOL 15778 7 0517

7rpL5§60717 0 157 0517 ’

05 86 7711 0150 101 800 1601 079 16 0k

71105177 0 1 7 019 80151 019
“

7 015 96015, (503 01571 6 1701, 1177 7 1
057 10 9050 117 1577 0 157 0517 ’ 05 7 010157 01 01

5

17 811076 0
,w

f A A
4
650 67t 6 150 0177 0 1 6 19 7 7717 6 00 116 6 10 17 7 ou 9eau .

3 . 070 7rep
r
yL
5

p 617 7 p1,80>»019 f
yv,11 17019 7700 5 77 6pL

77 07 6 117 81
5

0 16056017 60 7 117, 0157 07 1605 7 019 7 010157 019

1
1607 0

5 LE
, om. A .

2
0517 015 re tran s lated from LE , om . A .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


THE APOSTOL IC FATHERS

81507 60AC5V 60 7 117 659 7 7717 ,
8 00 17t 65017 7 015 9 6015 650 671

96517 . 4 . 07t7t 65 7 0157 019 770 0 1 716 7 65170161560 7 1,
86, 517

,

0 7 019 77p07 6p019 Xp017019 01516 65077650 0 177 0

171517 L51708p65/1 070 117 7 0 19 77,06p0 19 1605 6577709017 7 1 7 0177
0 070 117 . 66517 0017

,
116 7 0 170770 070 1 160 5 6577109017 7 1

C770 0177 0 1 7 07 9605
' 66517 86

7 059 77p65
‘
g
‘

60 117 0 157 0517, 770p080977
'
0 0177 0 1 7 059

7

717170 19 17 616 65170 19 , 057 1176 9 0 157 0159 901707 030 000 117 .

.

’

E16 86 7 015 7 6 7 65p7 ov b
'

po179 7 015 6770177 09

,
8 07 65170 9 770706 659, 7 0

,
0617 677 651707 7 0517

,
807 0 170517

m 11, 7 65 86 77p89 7 059 p5§0 19 fnpd, 7 11769 86 1605

65778 7 015 777000 fnp0 117071 6 170 1 , 01 77 10 7 6 1500 177 6 9
7 010157 05 650 117 ' 01

,
11617 853507701, 01 86 7 817 16 15p1017

6770177 6 9 6775 7 65 956556 77, 6775 7 7717 l6ap85a 17 86 ,
11 77

6XOV
'
TGS

‘

. 2. 8165 7 0157 0 7 6
5

967.167t 10 0 1570517 $77p65
60 7 1 1605 81517071 117 ,

11 77 6770177 0 , 1605 7 65p77,1107 0 0 157 0517

710170 6070 1 , 70
.

86 6p
7

ya 0

2

1570517 17 6 16p65 60 7 117 . 01

7 010157 01 0157 6 050 117 0157 6 2 7 69177716 00 117 . 0710101

01717 650 5 7 019 81151577019 1605 f
yL5p 01 85717 07701 0157 6

k pozf 650 117 0157 6 §np05
°

0157 6
3

7

76
5

p {070 117 0157 6

7 6917 771600 117 . 3 . 070 7rep
f

yL
5

p 0 1
5

7 0 1
3
0 1

,8 07 0 170 1 771 1017

580150 0 1 6877p65179770 0 17 , ou7 07 1605 05 37 0 17

970
5

177 117 6516 0150070 1, 8165 7 7717 86 1150 17 0 1570517 658077t 07ta

7 p0150 1 1605 7 8 6170710 6770 10771517017 7 0 1 7 015 1cvp5ov

0 1570517 . 4 . 05 7 010157 01 01517 0157 6 57050 117
4

0157 6

6 77 . 7 01
-60070 1 retranslated from LE , 1605A .61

067 6 (050117 , 0157 6 LE , 0111. A .

1

2

3
0157 01 LE , 0 157 0577 A . 0157 6 (050 177 LE, om. A.



THE SHEPHERD
,
SIM . xx. xx . 3

—xx i . 4

als o ‘diflicult
’

for such men ‘
to enter into the K ing

dom of God .

’

4. But for al l these there is repentance
,

but it must be speedy
,
that they may now retrace

their days and the omissions of former years
,
and

do some good . If then they repent and do some
good they wil l l ive t o God

,
but if they remain in

the ir deeds they will be del ivered to those women
,

and they will put them to death .

1 . AND from the fourth mountain which has many
herbs

,
with the top of the herbs green but the part s

by the roots dry, and some dried up by the sun, are
such beli evers as these : the double-minded, and
those who have the Lord on their lips but do not

have him in their hearts . 2. For thi s cau se their
foundations are dry and have no power

,
and only

their words are al ive but their deeds are dead .

Such are neither al ive nor dead . Therefore
they are l ike the double-minded

,
for the double

minded are neither green nor dry
,
for they

are neither alive nor dead . 3 . For j ust as these
herbs

,
when they saw the sun

,
were dried up

,
so also

the double-minded when they hear of affliction
, be

come idolators through their cowardice, and they are

ashamed of th e name of their Lord . 4. Such men

VO L. 11.
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I .

“AND those of the sixth m ounta in which has Th e s ixt h
cracks

,
great and small

,
and w ithered plants in the

cracks
,
are such bel ievers as these . 2. Those who

have the smal l cracks are those who have quarrel s

wi th on e another, and are withered in the faith

from their evi l speaking . But many of these

repented, and the rest shal l al so repent when they

hear my commandm ents
,
for their evi l- speaking was

smal l and they wi l l qu ickly repent . 3 . But those

who have great cracks are those who are persistent

in thei r evi l-speaking
,
and are become mal icious in

their rage against one another . These then were

cast away from the tower and were rej ected from its

building. Such men then wil l l ive with diffi culty .

4. If God and our Lord who rules over all and has

power over al l h i s creation bear no malice against

those who confess their sins
,
but is merciful

,
shal l

man who i s mortal and ful l of sin bear malice against

man as though he were ‘ able to destroy or t o save

him . 5 . And I, the angel of repentance , say to

you
,
do all you ,

who have this h eresy
,
put i t aside

and repent
,
and the Lord wil l h eal your former sin s

,

i f you cl eanse yourselve s from this demon . But i f

not you shal l be del ivered to h im to death .

mounta in
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THE SHEPHERD
,
SIM . 1x. xxv . I — xxvi . 4

bel ievers as these : 2. Apostl es and teachers who

preached t o all the world , and taught reverently and

purely the word of the Lord , and kept nothing back

for evil desire
,
but always walked in righteousness

and truth
,
even as they had received the Holy

Spiri t. The passing of such is with the angel s .1

XXV I

1 .

“AND from the ninth mountain
,
wh ich was desert

,

and had in it creeping things and wild beasts which

devour men
,
are such bel ievers as these 2. Those

with spot s are m inisters who ministered amiss, and

devoured the l iving of Widows and orphans
,
and

made gain for themselves from the ministry which

they had received t o administer. If then they re

main in the same covetou sness they are dead and they

have no hope of l ife . But if they turn and fulfi l their

min istry i n holiness they shall be able to l ive .

3 . And those with scabs
,
these are they who have

d enied and have not turned to their Lord
,
but have

become barren and deserted by not cl eaving to the

s ervants of God, but keeping alone, they are destroy

ing their own soul s . 4. For j u st as a vine left alone

with in a fence and neglected i s spoilt and is wasted

by weeds, and in tim e becomes wild and is no longer

1 That is , after dea th they wi l l bewith the angel s . Cf . notes
on H erm . Vis . ii . 2, 7 and on Martyr. Polycarp . ii . 3 .
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2. Bishops and hospitable men who at al l times re

ce ive d the servants of God into thei r houses gladly

and withou t hypo crisy ; and the bishops ever cease
lessly sheltered the destitute and the Widows by
their min istration

,
and ever behaved with holiness .

3 . These then shal l al l be always sheltered by the

Lord . They then who have done these th ings are
glorious with God, and their place is already with
the angels

,
if they continue serv ing the Lord unto

the end .

XXVII I

1 . AND from the eleventh mountain
,
where were Th e

trees ful l of fruit, each adorned with different fruit, 22221331,
are such bel ievers as these 2. they who have
suffered for the name of the Son of God

,
who also

suffered readily with al l thei r heart and ‘ gave up
the ir 3 . Why then

,
Sir

,
said I

,
have all

the trees fru it
,
but the fruit of some of them is more

beautiful ? ” “Listen, said he, “as many as ever
suffered for the name are glorious before God

,
and

the sins of al l these have been taken away because
they su ffered for the name of the Son of God . But
l isten why their fruits are different and some better
than others . 4 . As many,

” said he
,

“as were brought
under authori ty and were questioned and did not deny

,

but su ffered readily
,
these are especial ly glorious

before the Lord ; the fru it of these is excellent . But
as many as were fearful, were in doubt, and considered

2 85
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THE SHEPHERD
,
S IM . 1x. xx ix . I—xxx . 2

babes, and no evil enters into thei r heart, nor have
they known what wi ckedness i s

,
but have ever

remained in innocence . 2. Such then shall l ive
without doubt in the kingdom of God

,
because by no

act did they defil e the commandments of God
,
but

remained in innocence al l th e days of their lives in
th e same mind . 3 . Al l of you , then, as many as shall
continue

,
said he

,

“and shal l be as babes, with no
wi ckedness

,
shal l be more gloriou s than al l those

who have been mentioned before
,
for al l babes

are glorious before God
,
and are in the first place

by him . Blessed then are you who put away
evil from yourselves

,
and put on guiltlessness

,
for

you shall be the first of all to l ive to God . But The stone s
after h e had finished the parable of the moun 3

1

2
6

313755
01
,

ta in s I said to him :
“ Sir

,
now explain to me about

the stones which were taken ou t of the plain
,

and put into the building instead of the stones which
were taken away from the tower

,
and th e round

stones wh ich were put into th e building
,
and those

which are stil l round .

XXX

1 . L ISTEN also
,
he said

,
concerning all these .

The stones that are taken from the plain and put into
the building of the tower instead of those which are
rej ected

,
are th e roots of th e whi t e mountain .

2. Since then al l the bel ievers from the white

VO I ll.
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quare rot undi sunt

reperti . Divit iae suae eos pusillum ob s curav e runt

a veritate atque obfu s cav e runt , a deo vero nun

quam re ce s s e runt , nec ullum verbum malum pro

ce s sit de ore e orum , sed omn is aequ it as e t virtus
v e ritat is . 5 . Horum ergo mentem cum v idi s s e t

dominus posse eos v e ritat i fav e re , bonos quoque
permanere

,
iu s s it opes e orum circumcidi, non en im

in totum e orum tol li, u t pos s in t al iqu id boni
facere de e o

,
quod eis relict um est

, e t vivent deo,
quoniam ex bono genere sun t . Ideo ergo pusillum
circumcis i sunt e t positi sunt in s t ruct uram t urris

huiu s .

1
7 6617 73102717 LE , 0111. A .

2 At th is point A e nds , as t he las t leaf is m is s ing. T he

Latin te xt wh ich fol lows is that of LI. The few ve rs e s in
Gre ek are from Pam

. Some words have be e n re stored as t he
Papyru s i s in bad condition , but t he re con struction s are

almost ce rtain .
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XXX I

l . Ce t e ri vero, qui adhu c rot undi remans e runt

neque aptat i sunt in eam s t ru ct u ram
,
quia nondum

accepe runt sigil lum,
re pos it i sunt suo loco ; valde

enim rot undi repert i sun t. 2. Oport e t autem cir
cumcidi hoc saeculum ab il l i s e t vanitat e s opum

snarum
,
e t tunc convenient in dei regnum . Ne ce s s e

est enim eos intrare in dei regnum ; hoc enim genus
innocuum ben e dixit dominus . Ex hoc ergo genere
non int e rcide t qu isquam . Et em

’

m l icet qui s e orum

t emp tat u s a nequis simo diabolo al iquid de liqu e rit ,
cito re curre t ad dominum suum . 3 . Fe lice s vos

iudico omn es
,
ego nuntius paenit ent iae , qu icumque

esti s innocentes sieut infantes, quoniam pars vestra
bona est e t honorata apud deum . 4 . Dico autem
omnibus

,
vobis

, qu icumqu e sigil lum hoc accepis t is ,
s implicitat em habere neque offe nsarum memores esse
neque in malitia vestra permanere aut in memoria
offe n sarum amarit udim

'

s , in unum qu emqu e spirit um

fi e ri e t has malas s cis s uras pe rm ediare ac tol lere a
vobis, u t dominus pe corum gaude at de his .1 5 .
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1 The G re ek wh ich fol lows is a quotation pre s e rve d in
Antiochus .

2 92



THE SHEPHERD
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sm . 1x. xxx i . 1 —6

XXX I .

l . BUT th e others wh ich stil l remained round and
were not fitted into the bu ilding

,
because they had

not yet received the seal , were put back in their place,
for they were found very round . 2. But th is world
and the vanities of their riches must be cut away from
them

,
and then they wil l be meet for the kingdom

of God . For they needs must ‘ enter into the kingdom
of God ’

; for the Lord blessed th is inn ocent kind .

Therefore not one of thi s kind shal l perish
,
for

though one of them be tempted by the most wi cked
devil

,
and do some wrong, he wil l qu ickly return to

hi s Lord . 3 . I , the angel of repentance, j udge you
al l happy who are innocent as babes

,
for your part i s

good and honourable w ith God . 4. But I say t o

you all , as many as have received the seal , keep
simplicity and bear no mal ice

,
and do not remain in

your guilt, or in remembrance of the bitterness of

offences . Be of one spirit and put away these evil
sch isms

,
and take them away from yourselves that

the lord of the sheep may rej oice over them . 5 . But
he wi l l rej oice if al l be found whole ; but i f he find
some of them fallen away

,
it wil l be woe to the

sh epherds . 6. But if the shepherds themselves be
found fallen away, what shal l they answer t o the
Master of th e flock ? That they have fal len away
because of th e sheep ? They wi l l not be bel ieved

,

for i t i s incredible that a shepherd should be harm ed



THE APOSTOL IC FATHERS

9 770 0177 LLL 8LL
i

7 8 177 6 15809 LL157 6)17 . Et ego sum
pastor

,
e t validis sime Oport e t me de vobi s re dde re

rationem .

XXX I I

l . Remediate ergo vos, dum adhu c t urris aedifi

catur. 2. Dominu s habitat in viri s amant ibu s pacem ;
e i e nimv e ro pax cara est ; a lit igios is vero e t pe rdi t is

malit iae l onge abe s t . Reddite igitur e i spirit um

integrum,
s icu t accepis t is . 3 . S i enim de de ris fulloni

v e s t imen t um novum integrum idqu e integrum iterum

vis re cip e re , fu llo autem s cis sum tibi illud redde t ,

re cipie s illud
? Nonne statim s cande s ce s 1 e t e um

convicio pe rs equ e ris , dice n s . V e s t imen t um integrum

tibi ded i ; quare s cidis t i i‘lud e t inutil e 1 edegis t i
?

Et propter s cissu ram , quam in e o fe cis t i, 111 u su esse
non potest . Nonne haec omnia verba dices fulloni
ergo e t de sci ssura, quam in vestimento t uo fe ce rit P2

4. S i s ic igitur tu doles de vestimento tuo e t qu e re ris ,
quod non illud integrum re cipias , qu id putas dom

inum tibi fact u rum
,
qui spirit um integrum tibi dedit

,

e t tu e am totum inu t ilem redegis t i, ita u t in null o

u su esse pos sit domino suo ? Inu t ilis enim esse

coepit usus eius, cum sit corrupt u s a te . Nonne

igitur dominus spiritus eiu s propter hoc factum tuum

morte te adficie t ? 5 . Plane, inquam , omn es eos,
1 Scande scis L 1, iras ce ris L .

2 A great part of th is paragraph is found in Gre ek in

Antiochus , but he s e em s h e re to abbre viat e and pe rhaps to
paraphras e too much to rende r it wis e t o fol low his text .

294
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quos cumqu e inv ene rit in memoria offensarum per

manere
,
adficie t . Clement iam

,
inqu it , eiu s cal care

nolit e , sed pot iu s honorificat e e um , quod tam patiens

est ad del i cta vestra e t non est sieut vos . Agite

enim paenit ent iam u t ilem vobi s .

XXX I I I

1 . Haec omnia, quae supra script a sunt, e go pastor

nuntius paenit ent iae ostendi e t locu t u s sum dei

servis . Si cre dide rit is ergo e t audie rit is verba mea

e t ambulav e rit is in h i s e t corre xe rit is itinera vestra
,

vivere pot e rit is . Sin autem pe rmans e rit is in malitia

e t memoria oifensarum ,
nul lu s ex hu iu smodi v ive t

deo . Haec omm
'

a a me dicenda dicta sunt vobis .
2. A it mih i ipse pastor : Omn ia a me interrogasti ?

Et dix i : I ta, domin e . Q uare ergo non interrogas ti

me de forma lapidum in structura repos it orum ,
quod

e xple v imu s formas ? Et dix i : Oblit u s sum,
domine .

3 . Audi nunc, inqu it , de illi s . Hi sunt qu i nunc

mandata mea audie runt e t ex totis prae cordiis

ege runt paenit ent iam . Cumque vidis s e t dominus

bonam atque puram esse paenit ent iam e orum e t

posse eos in ea permanere, iu s sit priora pe ccata

e orum deleri . Hae enim formae peccata e rant

e orum, e t e xaequat a sunt, ne appare rent .



THE SHEPHERD
,
S IM . 1x. xxx i i . 5- xxx i i i . 3

all those whom he finds keeping the memory o f

offences . Do not then
,
said he , trample on his

mercy
,
but rather honour h im that he is so patient

to your offences and i s not as you are . Repent
therefore with the repentance that avail s you .

XXX I I I

1. ALL these things which have been written
above I

,
th e shepherd

,
the ange l of repenta nce , have

declared and spoken to the servants of God . If then
you shal l bel ieve and shal l l isten to my words
and shal l walk in them

,
and shal l correct your

ways
,
you shal l be able to l ive . But if you shal l

remain in malice and in the memory of off ences
,

none of such kind shal l l ive to God . All these things
that I must tel l have been told to you . 2. The
shepherd himself said to me

,
Have you asked me

about everyth ing ? And I said : Yes
,
Sir

,

” Why
then did you not ask me about the marks of th e
stones which were placed in th e building, why we

fi l led up the marks ? And I said : I forgot
,
Sir .

3 .

“Listen now,
said he

,

“about them . These
are those who heard my commandments

,
and re

pe nt e d with al l their hearts . And when the Lord
saw that their repentance was good and pure, and
that they could remain in it

,
he commanded their

former sin s to be blotted ou t . For these marks were
their sins, and they were made level that they should
not appear .”

2 9
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SIM ILITUDO X

l . Pos tquam pe rs crips e ram librum hunc, venit
nuntius il le

,
qu i me t radide rat huic pastori

,
in dom

‘

um
,

in qua eram
,
e t cons edit supra le ct um , e t ads t it it ad

de xt e ram hic pastor . D e in de vocavit me e t haec
mih i dix it : 2. Tradidi te, inqu it , e t domum tuam
huic pas tori , u t ab e o protegi pos s is . Ita, inquam ,

domine . Si v is ergo protegi, inqu it , ab omni
v exat ion e e t ab omni sae vit ia , s u cce s sum autem
habere in omni opere bono atque verbo e t omnem

v irt u t em ae qu it at is , in mandat is hu iu s ingre de re ,
quae dedi tibi

, e t pot e ris dominari omni n e qu it iae .

3 . Cu s t odient i enim tibi mandata hu iu s subie ct a e ri t

omnis cupiditas e t dulcedo sae cu li hu ins
,
s u cce s su s

vero in omni bono n egot io te s equ e t ur . Mat urita t em

hu iu s e t mode s t iam su s cipe in te e t dic omnibus
,
in

magno honore esse e um e t dignitate apud dominum
e t magnae pot e s t at is e um prae s idem esse e t potentem
in officio suo . Huic sol i per totum orhem paeni
t e n t iae potestas tributa est . Pot en sne tibi videtur
esse ? Sed vos mat u rit at em huia s e t verecundiam ,

quam in vos habet
,
de spicitis .

1 . Dico e i : Interroga ipsum ,
domine

,
ex quo in

domo mea est
,
an aliquid extra ordinem fe ce rim , ex
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quo e um offende rim . 2. Et ego, inqu it , scio nihil
extra ordinem fe cis s e te neque esse fact urum . Et

ideo haec loquor tecum, u t perseveres . Bene enim
de te h ic apud me e xis t imavit . Tu autem ceteri s
haec verba dices, u t e t 1111, qui ege run t aut act uri

sunt paenit ent iam , eadem quae tu s ent iant e t hic
apud me de his bene int e rpre t e t ur e t ego apud
dominum . 3 . E t ego, inquam ,

domin e
,
omni bomin i

indico magnalia domini ; spero autem,
quia omnes

,

qui antea p e ccav e runt , s i haec audiant
,
libent e r

act uri sunt paenit ent iam vitam re cupe ran t e s . 4 .

Permane ergo
,
inqu it , in hoc mini sterio e t consumma

illud . Q u icumqu e autem mandata huiu s e fficiunt
,

hab ebunt vitam,
e t h i c apud dominum magnum

honorem . Q u icumqu e vero hu iu s mandata non ser
vant

,
fugiun t a sua vita e t illum adversus 1 ; nec

mandata eius sequuntur, sed mor t i se t radunt e t

unu squ isqu e e orum reus fit sanguinis sui . Tib i
autem dico

,
u t serv ias mandat is his, e t remedium

peccatorum habebis .

I. Misi autem tibi has v irgine s , u t habitent tecum
vidi en im eas affabile s tibi esse . Habes ergo eas

adiu t rice s , quo magi s pos s is huiu s mandata servare ;
non potest enim fi e ri, u t sine h i s virginibu s haec
mandata s e rve nt ur. Video autem eas libent e r esse
tecum ; sed ego prae cipiam ei s

,
u t omnino a domo

1 H ilgenfeld eme nd s to av ers antur illum.



THE SHEPHERD
,
sm . x . i i . r—iii. 1

against his command
,
to offend against him 1 2.

“ I
kn ow myself

,

” said he
,

“ that you have done
nothing and wi l l do nothing against h is command

,

and therefore I am speaking thus with you , that

you may persevere ; for he has given me a good
account of you . But you shall tel l these words
t o others

,
that they also who have repented

,

or shall repent
,
may have the same mind as you

and that he may give a good account to me
of them

,
and I to the Lord . 3 .

“ I myself
,
Sir,

sa id I
,

“ show the ‘mighty acts ' of the Lord to al l
men

,
but I hope that all who have sinned before

,
if

they hear this
,
wi l l w il l ingly repent

,
and recover

l ife . 4. Remain then
,
said h e

,

“ in thi s mini stry
and carry it ou t . But whoever perform his command
ments shal l have l ife

,
and such a on e has great honour

with the Lo rd . But whoever do not keep his com

mands, are flying from their own l ife and against
him

,
and they do not keep his comm andments

,
but

are del ivering themsel ves t o death , and each one of
them is gu ilty of hi s own blood . But you I bid to keep
these commandments

,
and you shal l have heal ing

for you r sins .

l . BUT I sent these maidens t o you to dwel l wi th

you , for I saw that they were cou rteous t o you . You
have them therefore to help you ,

in order to keep his
commandments the better

,
for it i s not possibl e that

these commandments be kept without these maidens .
I see moreover that they are with you wil lingly but
I wil l enj oin on them not to depart at all from your

He rmas and
t he ma idens
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tua non dis ce dant . 2. Tu tantum communda domum

tuam ; in munda enim domo libent e r habit abunt
mundae enim sunt atqu e cas tae e t indu s t riae e t

omn es habent e s grat iam apud dominum . Igitur si
habu e rint domum tuam puram

,
tecum pe rmanebunt .

Sin autem pusil lum al iqu id inquinat ionis accide rit
,

prot inus a domo tua recedent ; hae enim
v irgin e s nullum omn ino diligun t inquinat ionem .

3 . Dico e i : Spero me, domine, placit urum eis
,

ita u t in domo mea liben t e r habitent semper.
LLa L w0 71'6p 01

5
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°1 Q uoniam video vos libent e r in domo
hu iu s habit are , commendo e um vobis e t domum eius

,

u t a domo eius non re ce dat is omnin o . Illae vero
haec verba libent e r audie runt .

l . A i t de inde mihi : Virilit e r in ministerio hoc
conversare

,
omni bomini indica magnalia domini, e t

habebis grat iam in hoc ministerio . Q u icumqu e ergo
in h is mandat is ambulav e rit , v iv e t e t fel ix e rit in
vita sua ; qu icumqu e vero negle xe rit , non v ive t e t

e rit infe lix in vita sua . 2. Dic omnibus, u t non

1 The G re ek is from POX (Oxyrynchu s Papyr .
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cessent, quicumqu e recte facere pos sunt ; bona
Opera e xe rce re uti l e est il li s . Dico autem

,
omn em

homin em de incommodis e ripi oport e re . Et i s enim
,

qui eget e t in cotidiana vita patitur incommoda, in
magno tormento est ac necessitate . 3 . Q ui i gitur
hu iu smodi animam e ripit de necessitate, magnum
gaudium sibi adquirit . I s enim

,
qui huiu smodi

v e xat ur incommodo, pari tormento cruciat ur atque
t orqu e t se qui in v incula est . , Mul t i enim propter
hu iu smodi calamitat e s , cum eas s u ffe rre non pos sunt ,
mortem sibi addu cunt . Q u i novit igitur calamitat em
hu iu smodi hominis e t non e ripit e um

,
magnum

pe ccat um admit t it e t reus fit sangu ini s e ius . 4 .

Facit e igitur opera bona, qu icumqu e accepis t is a
domino, ne

,
dum tardat is facere

,
consumme t ur

stru ctura t urris . Propter vos enim int e rm is sum est
Opus ae dificat ionis eius . Nisi fe s t ine t is igitur facere
recte

,
con summabit u r t urris

, e t e xcludemini. 5 .

Pos t quam vero locu t u s est mecum, surre xit de le ct o
e t appre hen s o pastore e t v irginibu s abiit

,
dicens

autem mihi
,
remis surum se pastorem illum e t virgin e s

in domum meam .



THE SHEPHERD
,
S IM . x . i v . 2—5

able to do right,1 that they cease not ; the e xe r

cise of good deeds i s profitable to them . But I say
that every man ought to be taken out from dis t I e s s

,

for h e who i s destitute and su ffe i s distress in hi s
daily life i s in great anguish and necessity . 3 . Who
ever therefore rescues the soul of such a man from
necessity gains great joy for h imself. For he who i s
vexed by such distress i s tortured with such
anguish as h e su ffers who i s in chains . For many
bring death on themselves by reason of such
calamities when they cann ot bear them . Whoever
therefore knows the distress of su ch a man

,
and does

not rescue him
,
incurs great sin and becomes gui lty

of hi s blood . 4 . Therefore do good deeds
,
al l you

who have learnt of the Lord
,
lest the building of

the tower be finished wh i le you delay to do them .

For the work of the building has been broken off for
your sake . Unless therefore you hasten to do right
th e tower wil l be finished and you wil l be shut out .”

5 . Now after he had spoken thi s he rose from the
couch

,
and took the shepherd and the maidens and

departed
,
but said to me that he would send back

the shepherd and the maidens to my house .

re cte face re ’
can hardly b e tran s late d othe rwi se : but

from t he conte xt it s e em s probably to repre s e nt a
”
) 1ro¢e717

,
or

some such ph ras e
,
m e an ing to do good i n t he se n s e of char i

table acts .

30
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TH E MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP

TH IS obviously genuine and contemporary account
O f th e martyrdom of Polycarp

,
in the form of a

l etter from the Church of Smyrna to the Church of
Philomelium

,
i s the earlie st known h istory of a

Chri stian martyrdom
,
the genuineness of which i s

unquestionable
,
and its val ue i s enhanced by the fact

that in the extant MSS . a short accoun t i s given of
the history of th e text . From this it appears that
Gaius

,
a contemporary of Irenaeus who had himsel f

seen Polycarp when' he was a boy
,
copied the tex t

from a manuscript in the possession of Irenaeus .
Later on Socrate s in Corinth copied the text of

Gaiu s
,
and final ly Pionius copied the text of Socrates .

Pioniu s
,
who i s supposed t o have lived in the 4t h

century
,
says that the ex i stence of the document

was revealed t o him in a vision by Polycarp
,
and

that when he found it the MS . was old and in bad
condition .

Of the text of Pioniu s
,
the following five Greek

MSS . are available and furth er research among bagio
graphical MSS . would probably reveal the ex i stence
of more

,
but there i s no reason to suppose that such

discovery would make any important addition to our

knowledge of the text, which is quite good .

309
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m
,
Codex Mosqu ensis 159 (13th in
the Library of th e Holy Synod at Moscow.

b
,
Codex Baroccianu s 238 (1 1th century), now in
th e Bodleian Library at Oxford .

p
,
Codex Parisinu s Gr . 1452 (l0th century), now
in the Bibliotheque national e at Paris .

5
,
Codex H ie rosolym itanu s (l0th century), now

in the monastery of th e Holy Sepulchre at
Jerusal em .

v
,
Codex Vindobon ens is Gr . Ec‘cl . i i i . (11th cen
tury), at Vienna .

Of these MSS . b p s v form a group as Opposed
t o m

,
which has often the better text.

We also have the greater part of the letter pre
served by Eusebius in quotations in his Ecclesiastical
H istory IV . 15 , quoted as E .

Besides these authorities there ex i sts a Latin
version

,
quoted as L, and extracts from Eusebius in

Syr iac and Coptic which have obv iously no inde
pendent valu e .

The date of the martyrdom of Polycarp i s fixed by
the chronicl e of Eusebius as 166—7, but this date has
now been almost universal ly abandoned, as according
t o the letter t o the church at Smyrna, Polycarp

’

s

martyrdom was on Saturday, Xant hicu s l 2, that is
Feb . 23 , in th e proconsul ship of Statius Q uadratus,
and from a reference in Ae liu s Ari stides, Waddin gton

(Mémoire sur la chronologie de la vie du rhéteur
,

Ae liu s Ari stide, Paris, 1864) showed that Q uadratus
became proconsul Of Asia in 153- 4. Now

,
Feb. 23

fel l on a Saturday in 155 . It i s therefore suggested

1 The nam e of t he spring month in the Macedon ian
Calendar wh ich was commonly u s ed in Smyrna.

3 1 0
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TH E MARTYRDOM OF ST . POLY

CARP
,
BISH OP OF SMYRNA

TH E Church of God which soj ourns in Smyrna , to
the Church of God which soj ourns in Philo
mcl iam

,
and to al l th e soj ournings of the Holy

Cathol ic Church in every place . Mercy, peace
and love of God the Father

,
and our Lord

Jesus Christ be multipl ied .

I

1 . WE write to you
,
brethren

,
the story of the Intro

martyrs and of the blessed Polycai p, who put an
duct ion

end t o the persecution by his martyrdom as though
adding the seal .1 For one might almost say that al l
that had gone before happened in order that th e
Lo rd might show t o u s from above a martyrdom 2 in
accordance with the Gospel . 2. For he waited
t o be betrayed as also the Lord had done, that we
too might become his imitators, not thinking of

ourselves alone , but also of our neighbours . For i t
i s the mark of true and steadfast love

,
not to wish

that oneself may be saved alone
,
but al l the brethren

also .

1 H e was t he last to suffe r and thu s m ight be regarde d as

be ing t he sea l to t he ‘ witn e s s ’ or ‘ te st imony ’

(y ap7 15p1017) of
t he Church . It is not cle ar whe the r y ap—rupia and p apn fipiov

ought to be tran s late d ‘ mar tyrdom ’
or wi tn e ss ’

: th e re i s
an unt rans la t e able play on the word s .

2 Or pe rhap s witne s s .

”
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MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP
, 11. 4

— 1v . 1

4. And in the same way al so those who were
condemned t o the beasts endured terrible torment ,
be iri

’

g stretched on sharp shells and bu ffeted with
other kinds of various torments, that if it were
possibl e the tyrant might bring them to a denial by
continuous torture . For the devil used many wil es
against them .

I I I

1 . BUT thanks be to God, for he had no power over German i cus
any . For the most noble Germanicus encouraged
their fears by the endurance wh ich was in h im,

and
he fought gloriously with the wild beasts . For when
the Pro-Consul wi shed to persuade him and bade
him have pity on his youth

,
he violently dragged

the beast towards himself
,
wi sh ing to be released

more quickly from their unrighteous and lawle ss
l ife . 2. So after thi s all th e crowd , wondering at
the nobil ity of the God- loving and God-fearing
people of the Christians

,
cried out : Away with the

Atheists let Polycarp be searched for. ”

l . BUT one , named Q uintu s, a Phrygian lately come Qu intus
from Phrygia , when he saw the wi ld beasts played
the coward . Now i t was he who had forced himself
and some others to come forward of their own

accord . Him the Pro-Consul persuaded with many
entreaties to take the oath and offer sacrifice . For
this re as on

,
~ t he re fore , brethren, we do not commend

those who give themselves up
,
since the Gospel does

not give this teach ing.
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MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP
,
v 1. 2 — v i 1. 3

that he might fulfi l h is appointed lot by becoming a
partaker of Christ

,
while they who betrayed him

should undergo the same punishment as Judas .

l . TAK ING the slave then pol ice and cavalry Th e arriva l
wen t ou t on Friday 1 about supper-time

,
with their Of“16 130110"

usual arms
,
as if they were advancing against a

robber .2 And late in the evening they came up
together against h im and found him lying in an
upper room . And he might have departed to
another place but would not

,
saying

,

“ the wi l l of
God be done . 2. So when he heard that they had Th e ir

.

arrived he went down and talked with them
,
while 13

8

51352?n
those who were present wondered at hi s age and
courage

,
and whether th ere was so much haste for

the arrest of an old man of such a kind . There
fore he ordered food and drink to be set before them
at that hour

,
whatever they should w ish

,
and he

asked them to give him an hour to pray without
h indrance . 3 . To this they assented

,
and he stood H is prayer

and prayed— thus fi lled w ith the grace of God
so that for two hours he could not be sil ent

,
and

those who l istened were astounded
,
and many

repented that they had come against such a vener
able old man .

1 Am mo
-
0 6 1577 is lite ral ly Pre parat ion (i. e . for t he Sabba t h )

and has a lways be e n u s e d in t he G re e k Church for Friday .

2 robbe r ” i s t he t raditional tran slat ion bu t brigand
i s n e are r t he re a l m e an ing .
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MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP
,
IX . i—x. 1

speaker
,
but our friends who were there heard the

voice . And next he was brought forward
,
and there

was a great uproar of those who heard that Polycarp
had been arrested . 2. Therefore when he was brought
forward the Pro-Consul asked him if he were Poly
carp

,
and when he admitted it h e tried to persuade

him t o deny, saying :
“ Respect your age

,
and so

forth
,
as they are accustomed to say : Swear by the

geniu s of Caesar, repent, say : Away with the
Atheists but Polycarp

,
with a stern countenance

looked on all th e crowd of lawless heathen in the
arena

,
and waving h is hand at them

,
he groaned and

looked up t o heaven and said :
“ Away with the

Atheists . ” 3 . But when th e Pro-Consul pressed him
and said : “Take the oath and I l et you go, revi le
Christ, Polycarp said : For eighty and six years 1

have I been his servant
,
and he has done me no

wrong, and how can I blaspheme my K ing 2 who
saved me

1 . BUT when he persisted again , and said Swear
by the geniu s of Caesar

,
he answered him I f you

vainly suppose that I wil l swear by the genius of
Caesar, as you say, and pretend that you are ignorant
who I am ,

l i sten plainly : I am a Christian . And if
you wi sh to l earn the doctrine of Christianity fix a

1 H e was th e re fore probably a Christian born
,
unl e s s We

as cribe to h im a qu ite improbab le age .

9 BamAe és repre se nts impe rator not rex ,

’
and though it

can hardly be tran s late d Empe ror, ’ the ant i the s is to Cae sar
is clea rly impl ie d .

3 2
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MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP
,
x11. I —xm . 2

times “Polycarp has confessed that he is a Chri s t ian .

2. When this had been said by the herald
,
al l the

multitude of heathen and Jews l iving in Smyrna Th e anger
cried ou t with uncontrol lable wrath and a loud
shout : “This i s the teacher of Asia

,
the father of

the Christians , the destroyer of our Gods , who teaches
many neither to offer sacrifice nor to worship . And
when they said this

,
they cried out and asked Philip

the Asiarch to l et loose a l ion on Polycarp . But he
said h e could not l egally do thi s

,
s ince he had closed

the Sports .1 3 . Then they found it good t o cry ou t

with one mind that he should burn Polycarp al ive , for
the vis ion which had appeared to him on his pil low
must be fulfi lled

,
when he s aw i t burning

,
while he

was praying, and he turned and said prophetically
to those of the faithful who were with him

,
I must

be burnt al ive .

X I I I

o f t h e Jews

1 . THESE things then happened with so great speed, The pre .

quicker than it takes to tel l
,
and the crowd came to parat ions

for burn ing
gether immediately

,
and prepared wood and faggots h im

from the work-shops and baths and the Jews were
extremely zealous

,
as i s their custom

,
in assisting

at this . 2. Now when the fire was ready he put off
al l h is clothes

,
and loosened his girdle and tried al so

to take off his shoes, though he did not do th is before ,
because each of the faithful was always zealous, which
of them might the more quickly touch his flesh . For
he had been treated w ith al l respect because of hi s

1 L ite ral ly hunting
,

’
t he Latin v ena t io .

"
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MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP
,
xrv . 2—xv 1. I

as Thou , th e God who l ie s no t and is t ru t h ,
hast

prepa red beforehand
,
and shown forth

,
and fulfi l led .

3 . For this reason I al so praise Thee for al l th ings
,

1 bless Thee
,
I glorify Thee through the everlasting

and heavenly high Priest
,
Jesus Chri st

,
thy beloved

Child
,
through whom be glory to Thee with him and

the Holy Spirit
,
both now and for the ages tha t are

to come, Amen .

1. Now when he had uttered his Amen and The fi re
'

finished his prayer
,
th e men in charge of the fire li t hgh t ed

it, and a great flame blazed up and we
,
to whom it

was given t o see
,

saw a marvel . And we have
been preserved to report to others what befel l .
2. For the fire made the l ikeness of a room

,
l ike the

sail of a vessel filled with wind
,
and surrounded the

body of th e martyr as with a wal l, and he was

with in it not as burning flesh
,
but as bread that is

being baked
, or as gold and silver being refined in a

furnace . And we perceived such a fragrant smel l
as the scent of incense or other costly spices .

1 . AT length the lawless men, seeing that hi s Polyearp
’

s

body could not be consumed by the fi re
,
commanded de at h

an executioner to go up and stab him wi th a dagger
,

and when he did this
,
there came out a dove

,

1 and
1 Th i s n o doubt points to t he be lie f tha t t he sp ir it appe ars

a t de a th in t he form of a bird . Cf. Prude ntiu s P er is teph .

H ymn. iii. 33 (othe r re fe re nce s are al so give n by Ligh t foot ).
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MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP
,
xvn . 2—x1x . 1

saved in the whol e world
,
the innocent for sinners

,

or to worship any other . 3 . For him we worship as
the Son of God

,
but the martyrs we love as disciples

and imitators of the Lord ; and rightly, because of
their unsurpassabl e affection toward their own King
and Teacher . God grant that we too may be thei r
companions and fellow-disciples .

XV I I I

l . WH EN therefore th e centurion saw the contem Th e

t iou sne s s caused by the Jews, he put the body in the 83
1

2
5

51
1

123
“

midst
,
as was their custom

,
and burnt it . 2. Thus ashe s

we
,
at last

,
took up his bones

,
more precious than

precious stones
,
and finer than gold

,
and put them

where it was meet . 3 . There the Lord wil l permit u s
t o come together according to our power in gladn ess
and j oy

,
and celebrate th e birthday of his martyrdom ,

both in memory of those who have already contested
,

1

and for the practice and training of those whose fate
it shal l be .

1 . SUCH was th e lot of th e blessed Polycarp
,
who Conclus ion

though he was, together with those from Phila
delphia

,
the twelft h martyr in Smyrna

,
i s alone

especial ly remembered by all
,
s o that he i s spoken of

in every place
,
even by the heathen . He was not

only a famous teacher
,
but also a notable martyr

,

1 Th is is almost a technical term for martyrdom,
cf .

Ignatius ’s epistle to Polycarp 1 , 3 .
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MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP
,
xx . 2—xxn . 3

Evare s t u s , who wrote the letter, with his whole
house

,
greet you .

1 . Now the blessed Polycarp was martyred on the Th e
second day of the fi rst half of th e month of
Xanthicu s , th e seventh day before th e kalends of
March

,

1 a great sabbath , at the eighth hour . And he
was arrested by Herod, when Phil ip of Tralles was
High Priest

,
when Statius Q uadratus was Pro-Consul ,

but Jesus Christ was reigning 2 for ever
,
to whom

he glory
,
honour

,
maj esty and an eternal throne

,

from generation to generation
,
Amen .

XX I I .

1. WE bid you God- speed
,
brethren

,
who walk Note s by

according to the Gospel
,
in th e word of Jesus Christ

(with whom be glory to God and the Father and the
Holy Spirit), for the salvation of th e Holy Elect,
even as the

/

ble s s ed Polycarp su ffered mart yrdom ,
in

whose footsteps may it be granted us t o be found in
the K ingdom of Jesus Christ .
2. G

'

aius copied th is from the writing of Irenaeu s
,

a discipl e of Polycarp
,
and he l ived with I renaeus

,

and I
,
Socrates, wrote it out in Corinth , from the

copies of Gaius . Grace be with you all . 3 . And I
,

1 Feb . 23 .

2 Th is phrase is pointedly inserted instead of a re ference
to the reigning Emperor .
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MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP
, 3

—6

he also handed on the eccl esiastica l and cathol ic ru le
,

as he had received it from the saint . 4. And he also

says thi s that once Marcion ,1 from whom come the s o

ca l led Marcionites
,
met the holy Polycarp and said

“ Recognise u s
,
Polycarp

,
and he said to Marcion

,

I do recognise you
,
I recognise th e firs t -born of

Satan . 5 . And thi s i s al so recorded in the writings

of Irenaeus
,
that at th e day and hour when Polycarp

suffered in Smyrna Irenaeus, who was in the city of

Rome
,
heard a vo i ce like a trumpe t saying :

Polycarp has su ffered mart rydom .

6 . From these papers of I renaeus
,
then

, as was

stated above, Gaius made a copy, and I socrates

us ed in Corinth the copy of Gaius . And again I
,

Pioniu s
,
wrote from the copies of I socrates

,
accord

ing t o th e revelation of the holy Polycarp
,
after

searching for them,
and gathering them together

when they were almost worn out from age , that the

Lord Jesus Chri st may also gather me into h i s

Heavenly Kingdom together with h is Elect. To

h im be glory
,
with the Father and the Son and the

Holy Spirit
,
for ever and ever

,
Amen .

1 Marcion was the most famous heret ic of the second
centu ry . H e was a native of Pontus and afterwards came
to Rome . The main points of h is teaching were the rejection
of the Old Te stament and a d istinction between the Supreme
God of goodness and an inferior God of justice , who was the
Crea to r , and the God of the Jews . H e regarded Christ as
the messenger of the Supreme God .
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TH E EPISTLE TO D IOGNETUS

TH E epistl e t o Diogn e t u s i s an anonym ous writing
of uncertain date . The Diogn e t u s t o whom it is
addressed i s unknown

,
though some scholars have

sought to identify him with a D iogne t us who was a
teacher of Marcu s Aurel iu s . Its claim to be included
among the apostol i c fathers rests on custom rather
than right

,
for it i s probably later than any of the

other writings in thi s group, and if it were j udged
by the character of its contents would more probably
be placed among the works of the Apologists .
Like most early apologies for Chri stianity it begins

by expounding the fool ishn ess of the worship of

idol s
,
and the inadequacy of the Jewish rel igion and

th en proceeds to give a short sketch of Christian
bel ief

,
a panegyri c on Christian character and a

description of the benefit which it offers t o convert s .
In this respect it re sembles th e apology of Aristides,
and somewhat less closely those of Justin and
Tatian

,
and the suggestion has been made that

it may have been written by Aristides . Its style
is
,
however

,
rhetorical in th e extreme and it may

be doubted whether it was not an academic
treati se or possibly the exercise of some young theo
logian rath er than an actual apology sent to a l iving
person . The general impression made by the docu
ment i s unfavourabl e to any theory of an early date
and quite decisi ve against th e tradition which seems
to have been preserved in the lost MS . in which the
epistl e was found

,
attributing it t o Ju stin Martyr .

Harnack thinks that it more probably belongs to the

348



THE EPISTLE TO DIOGNETUS

third than t o th e second century
,
but early tradition

does not mention the epistl e and there i s nothing in
the internal evidence to j ustify any cert a inty of
opimon .

The concluding chapters (x1—x1i) have clearly no
conn ection with the preceding ones

,
and it i s

general ly conceded that they belong to a different
document

,
probably an Epiphany homily

,
though

possibly, as Otto thought, an Ea ster homily . Bon
we t s ch has shown very strong reasons for th ink
ing that H ippolytus was th e author. (Naclzriclzlen

d. Ges ells cizaf t d. lVis s ensc/mflen 2 11 G
'

o
'

ltingen,
The best authority for the text i s th e third edition

of Otto ’ s Corp u s Apologe ticum,
vol . 3, published in

1879, as the uniqu e MS . of the epistl e in the l ibrary
at Strasburg was twi ce col lated for Otto ’ s edition
but was destroyed by fire in 1870. This MS. ,

prob
ably written in th e thirteenth or fourteenth century

,

was formerly the property of Reuch lin, passed about
1560 to th e Alsatian monastery of Maursmuns t e r,

and between 1793 and 1795 came to Strasburg . It
was col lated for th e first edition of Otto by Cunit z
and for th e th ird edition by Reuss . Earl ier copies
were made by Stephanus in 1586 (now preserved in
Leiden

,
Cod . Voss . Gr. 30)and about 1590by Beurer

and (a collation of thi s copy whi ch i s no longer
ex tant was publi sh ed by Stephanu s at the end of his
edition of A third copy wa s made by H au s iu s

about 1580 for Martin Cruciu s and i s now preserved
i n Tiibige n (Cod . Misc . M .b . The fullest
account of these MSS . and the proof that none of
them are more than copies of th e Strasburg MS . i s
given in O . von Gebhardt’ s edition of the Apostoli c
Fathers

,
vol. i., part 2, publ ished in 1878 .
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THE EPISTLE TO D IOGNETUS
,
11. 1 — 6

a new man from the beginn ing, as one, as you yourse lf
also admitted, who is abou t to l i sten to a new story .

Look
,
not only with your eyes

,
bu t also with your

intel ligence
,
what substance or form they chance to

have whom you cal l gods and regard as such . 2. I s
not one a stone, l ike that on which we walk, another
bronze

,
no better than the vessel s which have been

forged for ou r use, another wood already rotten ,
another si lver

,
needing a man t o guard it against

theft
,
another i ron

,
eaten by rust

,
another earthen

ware
,
not a whit more comely than that which i s

supplied for the most ordinary service 3 . Are not
all these of perishable material ? Were they not
forged by iron and fire ? Did not the wood-carver
make one , th e brass-founder another, the si lver
smith another

,
th e potter another . Before they were

moulded by their arts
,
into the shapes which they

have
,
was it not possibl e and does it not stil l remain

possibl e
,
for each of them t o have been given a

different shape ? Might not vessel s made out of the
same material , if they met with the same art ifice rs , be
stil l made similar to such as they ? 1 4. Again

,
would

it not be possibl e , for these, which are now worshipped
by you

,
to be made by men into vessel s l ike any

others ? Are they not al l dumb ? Are they not
bl ind ? Are they not without souls ? Are they not
without feel ing Are they not without movement ?
Are not they all rott ing ? Are they not all decay
ing ? 5 . Do you cal l these things gods Are these
what you serve ? Are these what you worsh ip and
in the end become l ike them ? 6 . I s thi s the reason

1 The me an ing is that, give n t he requ i s ite worke rs , t he
mate r ial us e d for ord inary ve s s e l s of wood or bras s or s i lve r
m igh t a t any mome nt be turned into a. god .

’
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THE EP ISTLE TO DIOGNETUS, 111. 3
— 1v . 4

by making o fferings to sensel ess and deaf images , so
the Jews ought rather to consider that they are
showing fooli shness

,
not reverence

,
by regard ing

God as in need of these th ings . 4. For “ He who
made heaven and earth and all that i s in them , and
be stows on al l of u s that which we need , would not
h imself have need of any of these things which h e
himself supplies to those who th ink that they are
giving them . 5 . For after al l

,
thos e who think that

they are consecrating sacrifices to him by blood and
burnt fat

,
and whole burnt o fferings

,
and that they

are reverencing h im by these honours
,
seem to me

to be in no way better than those who show the
same respect to deaf images . For it seems that the
one offer to those who cannot partake of the honour,
the others t o him who i s in need of nothing .

1. Mormovna I do not suppose that you need t o

learn from me that
,
after all , their scruples about

food and superstition about the Sabbath
,
and their

pride in circumcision and the sham of their fast
ing and feast of the new moon, are ridiculous and
unworthy of any argument . 2. For how can it be
anyt hing but unlawful to receive some of the th ings
created by God for the use of man as if wel l
created

,
and to rej ect others as if u seless and

superfluous ? 3 . And what can it be but impious
falsely to accuse God of forbidding that a good deed
should be done on the Sabbath day ? 4. And what
does it deserve but ridicule to be proud of the
mutilation of the flesh as a proof of election

,
as if
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THE EPISTLE TO DIOGNETUS, v . S
— V l. 3

al l th ings as strangers . Every foreign country i s
their fatherland

,
and every fatherland is a foreign

country . 6 . They marry as all men
,
they bear

children
,
but they do not expose their offspring .

7. They o ffer free hospitality
,
but guard their purity .

8 . Their lot i s cast “ in th e flesh
,

” but they do not
l ive “ after the flesh . 9 . They pass thei r time
upon the earth

,
but they have their citizenship in

heaven . 10. They obey the appointed laws , and
they surpass the laws in their own l i ves . 11 . They
love al l men and are persecuted by al l men .

12. They are unknown and they are condemned .

They are put to death and they gain l ife .

13 .

“They are poor and make many ri ch they
lack all things and have all th ings in abundance .

14. They are dishonoured, and are glorified in their
di shonour, they are spoken evil of and are j ustified .

15 . Th ey are abused and give blessing
,
they are

insulted and render honour . 16 . W hen they do
good they are buffeted as evil-doers

,
when they are

buffeted they rej oice as men who receive l ife .

17. They a re warred upon by the Jews as foreigners
and are persecuted by the Greeks

,
and those who

hate them cannot state the cause of their enmity .

1 . To put it shor t ly what the sou l i s in th e body
,
Th e world

that th e Chri stians are in the world . 2. The soul i s aimin g

spread through al l members of the body
,
and Chri s

tians throughout th e cities of th e world . 3 . The sou l
dwel l s in th e body, but i s not of the body

,
and

Chri stians dwel l in the world
,
but are not of the
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THE EPISTLE TO DIOGNETUS, vn . 2—7

men the truth from he ave n
,
and the holy and in

comprehensible word
,
and es tabl ished it in thei r

hearts
,
not

,
as on e might suppose , by sending some

minister to men
,
or an angel, or rule r

,
or one of

those who direct earthly things
,
or one of those who

are entrusted with the dispensations in heaven , but
the very art ifice r and Creator of the universe h imsel f,
by whom he made the heavens

,
by whom he e n

closed the sea in its own bounds, whose mysteries
all the elements guard faithfully ; from whom the
sun received the measure of th e courses of the day

,

t o whose command the moon is obedient to give l ight
by night

,
whom the stars obey, fol lowing the course

of the moon
,
by whom al l things were ordered, and

ordained
,
and placed in subj ection

,
th e heavens and

the things in the heavens
,
the earth and the things in

th e earth
,
th e sea and the th ings in the sea

,
fire

,
air

,

abyss
,
th e things in the heights

,
th e th ings in the

depths
,
th e th ings between them— him he sent to

them . 3 . Yes, but did he send him ,
as a man might

suppose
,
in sovereignty and fear and terror ? 4 . Not

s o, but i n gentleness and meekness, as a king sending
a son , he sent him as K ing, h e sent h im as God , he
sent him as Man t o men, he was saving and persuading
when he sent h im, not compell ing, for compulsion is
not an attribute of God . 5 . When he sent h im he
was call ing , not pursuing when he sent him he was
lovmg, not Judg1ng 6 . For he wil l send him as

*j udge
,

and who shal l endure h is coming .

1

7. . they are thrown to wi ld beasts
1 The re is he re a la cuna in t he MS. P1 obably t he n e xt

s e nte nce may b e comple te d by pre fi xing Do you no t; s e e

that be fore “ they are thrown .
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when he revealed it through his beloved Child
,
and

manifested the things prepared from the beginn ing
,

he gave us all things at once
,
both t o share in h is

benefits and to see and understand
,
and wh ich of u s

would ever have expected these things ?

1. H AV ING thus plann ed everything by himself The plan of

with his Child he suffered u s up t o the former time
s alvat lm

t o be borne along by unruly impulses as we wil l ed,
carried away by pleasures and lust . Not at al l be
cause he delighted in ou r sins, but in forbearance ;
not in approval of the time of iniqu ity which was
then, but fash ioning the time of righteousness which
is now

,
that we, who at that time were proved by our

own deeds t o be unworthy of life
,
may now be granted

it by the goodness of God, and that when we had
made it plain that it was impossibl e for u s by ourselves
t o enter in to th e kingdom of God

,
we might be made

abl e by the power of God . 2. But when ou r in iquity
was fulfi l l ed and it had become fully manifest

,
that

its reward of punishment and death waited for it
,

and the time came which God had appointed to mani
fest henceforth his kindliness and power (0 the ex
ce llence of the kindness and the love of God !) he
did not hate u s nor rej ect us nor remember us for
evil

,
but was long-su ffering, endured us, himself in

pity took our sin
,
himself gave h is own Son as ransom

for u s , the Holy for th e wicked , the innocent for the

360
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,
51 . 3

—8

“tave this ful l knowledge , with that joy do you think
t hat you wil l be fi ll ed , or how greatly wi l l you love
aim who thus fi rst l oved you ? 4. But by your love

you wil l imitate the example of his goodne s s . And

10 not wonder that it i s possibl e for man t o be the

gaita t or of God it i s possible when he wi ll . 5 . For

happiness consists not in domination over neighbours ,
nor in wi sh ing t o have more than th e weak

,
nor in

wealth
,
and power to compel those who are poorer

,
nor

can anyone be an imitator of God in doing these th ings
,

but these things are outside his maj esty. 6 . But who
ever takes up the burden of hi s neighbour, and wi sh es
to help another

,
who i s worse off in that in which

he i s th e stronger
,
and by ministering t o those in

need the things which he has received and holds from
God becomes a god t o those who receive them ,

— th i s
man is an imitator of God. 7. Then

,
though your lot

be placed on earth you wi ll see that God lives in
heaven

,
then you wi l l begin to speak of th e mysteries

of God
,
then you wil l both love and admire those who

are being punished because they wi l l not deny God
,

then you wil l condemn the deceit and error of the
world

,
when you knowwhat is

-th e true l ife of heaven
,

when you despise the apparent death of thi s world
,

when you fear the death which i s real
,
which is kept

for those that shal l be condemned t o the everlasting
fi re

,
which shal l punish up to the end those that were

del ivered t o it. 8 . Then you wil l marvel at those
who endure for th e sake of righteousness the fi re
which i s for a season

,
and you wi l l count them blessed

when you know that other fi re .
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—xi 1. 5

not broken , nor the decree s of the Fathers trans

gre s s ed. 6 . Then is the fear of the Law sung, and
the grace of the Prophets known

,
th e faith of the

Gospel s i s established, and th e tradition of apostle s
i s guarded

,
and the grace of the Church exults .

7. And if you do not grieve th is grace you w i l l
understand what the word says through the agents
of h is choice

, when he will . 8 . For in al l th ings
wh ich we were moved by the wi l l of him who

commands us t o speak w ith pain
,
we become

sharers with you through love of the th ings revealed
t o us .

1 . IF you consider and listen with zeal to these
truths you wil l know what things God bestows on
those that love him rightly

,
who are become a Para

dise of delight
,

” raising up in themselves a fertil e
tree with al l manner of fruits, and are adorned with
divers fruits . 2. For in this garden has been
planted “ th e tree of knowl edge and the tree of

l ife
,

” but the tree of knowl edge does not kill
,
but

dis obedience kill s . 3 . For that which was written
is quite plain, that God in the beginning planted “a
tree of knowledge and a tree of l ife in the midst of
Paradise

,

” and showed that l ife i s through know
ledge . But those who did not u se it in purity were
in the beginn ing deprived of it by the deceit of the
serpent ; 4. for neither i s there l ife without
knowl edge

,
nor sound knowledge without t rue l ife ;

wherefore both are planted together . 5 . And when
the apostle saw th e force of this, he blamed the
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xxv i . 3 1 I 356 xx . 44 I 386 xxvi . 18
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xxv i i . 52 I 206 i i i . 5 i . 32
xxvi i i . 18 I I 1 70 II 250, 258 , 260, i i . 1 1
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Mark i i . 1 7 I 130, 356 i i i . 8 I 244 i v . 3
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iv 3 I 52 i i i . 1 7 I I 364 iv . 12—13
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