




POLYBIUS (born ca . 2 0 8 BC) of Mega
lopolis in the Peloponnese (Morea) , served
theAchaean League in arms and diplomacy
for many years , favouring alliance with
Rome . From 1 6 8 to 1 5 1 he was hostage in
Rome where he became a friend of Ae

mili us Paulus and his two sons
,
and espe

cially adopted Scipio Aemilianu s whose
campaigns he attended later. In late life he
was a trusted mediator between Greece
and the Romans whom he admired ; helped
in the di scu ssions which preceded the final
war with Carthage ; and ,

after 146 ,
was

entrusted by the Romans with details of

admini stration in Greece . He died at the

age of 8 2 after a fall from his horse .

The main part of Polybius
’

history covers
the years 2 64

— 146 BC . It describes the rise
of Rome to the destruction of Carthage
and the domination of Greece by Rome .

It is a great work ,
accurate

,
thoughtful ,

largely impartial , based on research
,
full of

insight into customs
,
institutions

, geogra

phy, causes of events and character of peo

ple ; it is a vital achievement of first rate
importance , despite the incomplete state in
which all but the first five of the forty
books have reached us . Polybius

’ overall
theme is how and why the Romans spread
their power as they did .

The Loeb Classical Library edition of Poly
bins is in six volumes .
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Quare historiae huius non postrema haec laus est, quod
in parte versetur rerum Romanarum longe nobilissima, sive
virorum virtutem spectes , sive publica instituta aut mores ,
sive g estorummagnitudinem. Cum autem inter excellentis
historiae condiciones doctissimi veterum hanc cum primis
ponant, ut certi intervallo temporis circumscribatur, et a

notabili princip io ad notab ilem finem perducatur, hanc
historiae legem, ut quidem illis p lacet. a Polybio mirifice
esse observatam invenimus .

CASAUBON .



INTRODUCT ION

POLYB IUS was born about 208 at Megalopolis
in Arcadia . His father , Lycortas , who sp ent the
greater p art of his life—more esp ecially the years
18 1—168 B .c.

—in the service of the Achaean League ,
was a friend and supporter of Phi lopoemen ; he
went as ambassador to Rome in 189, to Ptolemy
Ep iphanes , king of Egyp t , in 186 and again in 18 1
and he was Strategus of the League in 184. In hi s
youth Polybius began to take p art in public affairs .
He seems to have served with the Romans in the
camp aign of 189 against the Gauls in Asia Minor ;
he carried the urn of Philopoemen to burial in 183
he was associated with hi s father Lycortas in the
embassy to Egyp t in 18 1 and he was Hipp archus
of the Achaean League for the year 169—8 .

Throughout the p eriod (18 1—168) of political associa
tion with his father Polybius consistently maintained
the View that the sup remacy of Rome in Greece
must be accep ted , and that the Greek states must
conduct their affairs , whether singly or collectively ,
and p reserve their freedom , without giving any
offence , or cause of comp laint , to the Roman republic .
But there was much intriguing , in Greece and at
Rome , against this p olicy of legal indep endence ;
and the susp icions of the Romans were so far arous ed
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INTRODUCTION

that they came to regard the indep endents with no
less disp leasure than the avowed enemies of the
republic . Thus , though the Achaean League main
tained correctly enough this policy of a strict legality
during the third war between Rome and Macedon
(172 its leaders were quickly brought to

account after the defeat of King Perseus at Pydna
(168 ac ) , and no less than a thousand Achaeans
were transported to Italy to be tried for their alleged
opposition to the sovereignty of Rome . Of this
company was Polybius—we hear nothing more of

his father Lycortas he may have died about this
time . Quartered in Italian cities , these Greeks
waited for the trial which never came and at las t
in 151 B .C ., when after sixteen years liberty was
given to them to return home , there were less than
three hundred of the thousand left to go back .

Polybius was more fortunate than the rest . He
had become acquainted with Aemiliu s Paulus and
his two sons during the campaign against Perseus
and afterwards in Macedonia , and now in 167 he
was allowed to remain in Rome in the house of

Aemilius , to act as tutor to the two boys . This was
the beginning of that famous friendship between
Polybius and the younger son , who became by
adop tion Publius Scip io Aemilianu s . Panaetius , the
Stoic philosopher , was also an inmate of Aemilius
Paulus ’ house about this time , exercising—p erhap s
in rivalry with Polybius—a tutorial influence upon
the sons . Polybius had access through Aemilius
Paulus to the best of Roman society during those
sixteen years of exp atriation in Italy , and he made
good use of his opp ortunities . He studied the history
and institutions of Rome , doubtless with a view to

vui



INTRODUCTION

the history that he meant to write himself ; he
observed Roman life and character , in the individual
and in the state l ; he hunted the boar with the
younger sportsmen .

The Romans app reciated the ability and the

versatility of Polybius , and in 149 B .o.
—less than two

years after his return to Arcadia—invited his assist
ance in the dip lomatic discussions that p receded
the last Punic War . And when Publius Scip io
rej oined the army before Carthage in 147 as

commander-in—chief, Polybius was in close attend
ance , to advise on questions of siege op erations ,
or to conduct exp lorations on the coast of Africa in
ship s officially supp lied . He stood by S cip io

’s side
while Carthage was burning (146 no ) ; and when
that destruction was finished he returned to Greece ,
in time , if not to witness the sack of Corinth by
Mummiu s , at any rate to modify the executions of
the Romans and to rescue some of the treasures of
art from destruction or dep ortation . And when the
Roman commi ssioners withdrew from Greece , they
left Polybius with authority to settle the details for
the admini stration of each surviving city . Thus he
came to be regarded as a public benefactor , for he
had done his work well and statues were raised to
him in Megalopolis , Mantinea , Tegea , Olymp ia , and
elsewhere .

Polybius lived for some twenty years after this
work was done , but we know little or nothing about
his emp loyments . He may have j oined Scip io during
the siege of Numantia in Spain (134—132) he Visited
Egyp t again his travels in Europ e , Asia , and per
haps in Africa , may have been continued and

1 Cf. vi. 56, on the moral tone of the Romans .
ix



INTRODUCTION

extended in this p eriod ; and his literary work
there were , in addition to the H istory , a Life of
Philop oemen in three books , a Treatise on Tactics ,
and a H istory of the Numantine War—must have
occup ied much of his time . A sp ortsman to the last ,
he met his death at eighty-two by an accidental fall
from his horse as he was returning from the country .

The p roj ect of writing a history of the age p robably
suggested itself to Polybius , and was certainly
develop ed , during the years of his detention in
Italy . Exp atriation loosened the links with Greece ,
and tightened the connexion with Rome . His
original scheme was to record the rise of Rome to
sup remacy over the Mediterranean states in the
years 220—168 B .C . , i .e. from the beginning of the
Second Punic War to the end of the Third Mace
donianWar. He subsequently extended this scheme
in order to include an account of events from the
first exp edition of the Romans outside Italy (i .e.

from the beginning of the First PunicWar , in 264 B .C . ,

the p oint where the history of Timaeus had ended)
and to continue the record to the year (146
which witnessed the destruction of Carthage and of

Corinth . In the end the History consisted of forty
books , of which the first two were introductory

the next thirty dealt W ith the
main subj ect , and the last eight with the corollary .

Of the forty books the first five only are p reserved
comp lete : of the rest there are only sections and
fragments—numerous , it is true , but of varying
length and importance—gathered from ep itomes
and excerp ts .
Polybius was keenly alive to the greatness of his

subj ect : he never forgot it himself, and he did
X



INTRODUCTION

not allow his readers to forget it . Fruitful as

Fortune is in change , and constantly as she is

producing dramas in the life of men , yet assuredly
never before this did she work such a marvel , or
act such a drama , as that which we have witnessed .

” 1

What man is so indi fferent or so idle that he would
not wish to know how and under what form of

government almost all the inhabited world came
under the single rule of the Romans in less than
fifty

-three years (220—168 2 Thus at the out
set he stated the scheme of his work ; several times
in the earlier books 3 he rep eated the formula , for
such it was , exp laining in due course the extension
of the scheme 4 in order to p rovide a p rop er introduc
tion and conclusion and in the last surviving chap ter
of the last book 5 he acknowledged the comp letion
of his purp ose . Careful to observe throughout the
prop ortion and the continuity of things , he composed
h is systematic history (wpayua-reia ) to be at once
catholic (Ka0

’

So ) in its relation to the general
history of the world , and

“

pragmatic or
“

apo

deictic in its conscious demonstration of the

princip le of cause and effect .

6 And so he made his
work perhap s the greatest universa l history , or his
tory of the civilized world , attempted in old times .” 7

Was there ever a book, indeed , written so strictly
according to p lan , by_ a p erson so well qualified
For indeed it seemed that destiny itself had called

and trained Polybius to thi s task . The son of a
statesman , he sp ent the first forty years of his life
in actual connexion with p olitics , dip lomacy, and war ;

2 i . 1 .

3
e.g . iii . 1—3 , 3 1 , 32 .

5
x1. 14.

6 iii . 6—8 .

7 Mahaify , Greek L ife and Thought, p . 556 .

1d



INTRODUCTION

and be naturally came to regard it as an indisp ensable
qualification of a historian that he should be able to
record his own exp eriences of p eace and war ,
describing from his own knowledge men and circum
stances , events and localities . As a man of action
himself, he felt the necessity of first-hand evidence
wherever it was obtainable , and sp ared no p ains
to obtain it and he had no op inion of stay-at-home
historians (like Timaeus) who lived in libraries and
wrote as bookmen . Nevertheless , in the technical
prep aration of his work Polybius was cautious and
p ainstaking beyond all others : he was a p ractical man ,
but he did not desp ise theory . So for and with
his travels , extensive and systematic 1 as they were ,
he made a sp ecial study of geography—embodying
many of his observations in Book xxxiv., which is
almost entirely geographical ; and with hi s visits ,
official or unofficial , to various countries , he combined
an examination of documents and records—and all,
no doubt , to make his work correct , continuous , and
comp lete . He may not have been a great general,
or dip lomat , or even topographer but he was always
careful , and generally right in his conclusions . He
was imp elled and guided by a natural instinct for
truth F or as a living creature is rendered wholly
useless if dep rived of its eyes , so if you take truth
from history , what is left is but an idle unp rofitable
tale ? 2 Truth , he says elsewhere , is shown by nature
to mank ind as supreme in divinity and p ower sooner
or later , truth must p revail over all opp osition .

3

It is worth while to consider a little further what
1
a g . he crossed the A lps by the pass which Hannibal

was believed to have used .

3 i. 14.
a xiii. 5.
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INTRODUCTION

proverbial . Was he not nicknamed émr t
’

p a tos for

his treatment of Timaeus in particular ? He divides
historians into three classes those who write
for pay

—to su it the p leasure or the p lans of

kings and states ; those who write for rhetorical
di sp lay those who write for truth , and for the good
of mankind .

1 He appreciates the p ower of rhetoric
in hi story for good and ill ; but he avoids such
assistance in his own work, for fear that he may fail
to tell the truth , the whole truth , and nothing but
the truth .

” He emp loys the vocabulary of ordinary
usage and though hi s statements are always clear,
and generally adequate , the style is seldom remark
able or attractive . Yet in the op inion of a great
historian the narrative is a model of comp leteness,
simp licity , and clearness

2 it is the concentration
of intellect upon a task—a vital century in the
history of Rome—for which something besides
intellect was needed , something of moral j udge
ment , of sp iritual understanding . In this resp ect
the larger humani ty , where a sense of imagination

joins wi th a sense of humour to modify the mechanism
of intellect—Polybius is certainly lacking ; and his
narrative , for all its simp licity and clearness , fails
often to interest j ust because it is so uniformly
correct , so invariably instructive .

The work of Polybius was valued in ancient times ,
and not least by the Romans . Was his H istory
intended p rimarily for Roman readers ? Possibly :
but at first it would scarcely be comprehended by
more than a few of them , such as the S cip ionic circle .

1 xvi. 14.

3 Mommsen, H istory of Rome (Eng lish Translation), vol .
iii. p . 467.
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And to many , if not most , of the Greeks of his own
day he must have seemed something of a susp ect,
and no prop er p atriot, who could devote forty books
to an outspoken appreciation of all things Roman .

Yet, save for his lack of rhetoric , he was thought
to have exemp lified every virtue of history : his
op inions were frequently quoted , his works were
comp ressed into ep itomes and rep roduced in excerp ts .
The p ity is that by such abridged editions we have
been dep rived of the means of forming a j ust estimate
of his work as a whole . F or what was chosen for
survival in ep itome or excerp t, because it app eared
most interesting or imp ortant in the generations
that followed his own, cannot give us the whole
story as Polybius told it—the oxijp a Ka0

’

6
'

o Ka i

p épos, we might almost say—nor reveal the whole
mind of Polybius . Yet enough remains to establish
his worth , as a historian who was generally right
in p oint of fact and reasonable in p oint of view , who
accomp lished what he had intended , a history to
guide life , to p roclaim truth , and in all sagacity to
forecast the future from the p ast .

” 1

For the books (i .-v .) which are still extant in
comp lete form the best Manuscrip t is A , Codex
Vaticanus 124, of the eleventh century . Fragments
of the lost books are to be seen in P , Codex Urbinas

102 , of the eleventh century , in the Constantine
Excerp ts , and in M , Codex Vaticanus 73 , of the

tenth century , a p alimp sest containing excerpts .
The Constantine Excerp ts , so called because they

1 Wyttenbaoh , P raefatio ad selecta princip um histori
corum.

XV



INTRODUCTION

were made by direction of the Byzantine Emp eror
Constantine (A .D .912—959) as part of an Encyclopaedia
of History and Political S cience , give passages of

Polybius arranged under various headings according
to the subj ect matter.

COL . H. J. EDWARDS , GB .

The Translator died suddenly in 192 1 , and the
Editors have seen the work through the press .
The Introduction has been supplied by Colonel
Edwards, C.B .

Addendum Sp ecial mention must be made of

F . W . Walbank
’

s monumentalA Historical Commentary
on Polybius , 3 vols , Oxford 1957 (1 1967 (7 and
1979 (1 9 and of his Polybius (Sather Classical Lec
tures), Berkeley 1 972 ,

the best introduction to Polybius .

See also the Penguin Polybius ; The Rise of the Roman
Emp ire,

translated by Ian Scott-Kilvert and selected and
introduced by F . W . Walbank (Harmondsworth 1 979 ,

with bibliography on pages 37
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THE H ISTOR IES OF POLYB IUS

BOOK I

I . HAD previous chroniclers neglected to speak in

praise of History in general , it might perhap s have
been necessary for me to recommend everyone to
choose for study and welcome such treatises as the pre
sent , sinee men have no more ready corrective of con
duct than knowledge of the past . But all historians ,
onemay say without exception , and inno half-hearted
manner

,
butmaking this the beginning and end of their

labour
,
have impressed on us that the soundest educa

tion and training for a life of active politics is the study
of History , and that the surest and indeed the only
method of learning howto bear bravely the vicissitudes
of fortune , is to recall the calamities of others . Evi

dently therefore no one, and least of all myself, would
think it his duty at this day to repeat what has been so
well and so often said. For the very element of

unexpectedness in the events I have chosen as my
theme will be sufficient to challenge and incite
everyone, young and old alike

,
to peruse my system

atic history. F or who is so worthless or indolent
as not to wish to know by what means and
under what system of polity the Romans in

3
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BOOK I .

simp le truth , unknown to them . But the Romans
have subjected to their rule not portions , but nearly
the whole of the world [and possess an empire which
is not only immeasurably greater than any which

preceded it, but need not fear rivalry in the future].
In the course of this work it will become more clearly
intelligible [by what step s this power was acquired],
and it will also be seen how many and how great
advantages accrue to the student from the systematic
treatment of history .

3. The date from which I propose to begin my his
tory is the l 40th, Olympiad [220—216 s o ], and the
events are the following : (1) in Greece the so-called
Social War , the first waged against the Aetolians by
the Achaeans in league with and under the leadership
of Philip of Macedon , the son of Demetrius and
father of Perseus , (2) in Asia the war for Coele-Syria
between Antiochus and Ptolemy Philopator, (3) in
Italy

,
Libya , and the adjacent regions

, the war

between Rome and Carthage , usually known as the
Hannibalic War . These events immediately succeed
those related at the end of the work of Aratus of
Sicyon . Previou sly the doings of the world had been

,

so to say , dispersed , as they were held together by
no unity of initiative , results , or locality ; but ever
since this date history has been an organic whole,
and the affairs of Italy and Libya have been inter
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BOOK I .

linked with those of Greece and Asia , all leading up to
one end . And this is my reason for beginning their
systematic history from that date . For it was owing
to their defeat of the Carthaginians in the Hannibalic
War that the Romans , feeling that the chief and most
essential step in their scheme of universal aggression
had now been taken ,

were first emboldened to reach
out their hands to grasp the rest and to cross with an
army to Greece and the continent of Asia .

Nowwere we Greeks well acquainted with the two
states which disputed the emp ire of the world , itwould
not perhap s have been necessary for me to deal at all
with their previous history, or to narrate what purpose
guided them ,

and on what sources of strength they
relied

,
in entering upon such a vast undertaking.

But as neither the former power nor the earlier history
ofRome and Carthage is familiar to most of us Greeks ,
I thought it necessary to prefix this Book and the
next to the actual history , in order that no one after
becoming engrossed in the narrative proper may find
himself at a loss , and ask by what counsel and
trusting to what power and resources the Romans
embarked on that enterprise which has made them
lords over land and sea inour part of the world but
that from these Books and the preliminary sketch in
them

,
it may be clear to readers that they had quite

adequate grounds for conceiving the ambition of a
world-empire and adequate means for achieving their

purpose. 4. F or what gives my work its peculiar
quality, and what is most remarkable in the present

9
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BOOK I . - 7

age, is this . F ortune has guided almost all the affairs
of the world in one direction and has forced them to
incline towards one and the same end ; a historian
should likewise bring before hi s readers under one

synop tical view the op erations by which she has
accomplished her general purpose . Indeed it was
this ch iefly that invited and encouraged me to under
take my ta sk ; and secondarily the fact that none of
my contemporaries have undertaken to write a general
history, in which case I should have been much less
eager to take this in hand. As it is

,
I observe that

while several modern writers deal with particular
wars and certain

,

matters connected with them
,
no

one, as far as I am aware
,
has even attempted to

inquire critical ly when and whence the general and
comprehensive scheme of events originated and how
it led up to the end . I therefore thought it quite
necessary not to leave unnoticed or allow to pass into
oblivion this the finest and most beneficent of the

performances of Fortune . For though she is ever

producing something new and ever p laying a part in
the lives of men, she has not in a single instance
ever accomp lished such a work, ever achieved such
a triumph, as in our own times. We can no more
hope to perceive this from histories dealing with

particular events than to get at once a notion of

the form of the whole world, its disposition and
order

,
by visiting, each in turn, the most famous

cities
,
or indeed by looking at separate p lans of each

a result by no means likely. H e indeed who believes
l l
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BOOK I . 5 . 3

cause of the cause and so on, my whole work would
have no clear starting-point and princip le . The
starting-point must be an era generally agreed upon

and recognized , and one self-apparent from the
events , even if this involves my going back a little
in point of date and giving a summary of intervening
occurrences . F or if there is any ignorance or indeed
any dispute as to what are the facts from which the
work Opens

,
it is impossible that what follows should

meet with acceptance or credence ; but once we
produce in our readers a general agreement on this
po int they will give ear to all the subsequent narrative .

6. It was , therefore , the nineteenth year after the 387
battle of Aegospotami and the sixteenth before that
of Leuctra ,

the year in which the Spartans ratified
the peace known as that of Antalcidas with the King
of Persia ,

that in which also Dionysius the Elder
,

after defeating the Italiot Greeks in the battle at the
river Elleporos , was beseiging Rhegium ,

and that in
which the Gauls , after taking Rome itself by assault

,

occupied the whole of that city except the Capitol.
The Romans

,
after making a truce on conditions

satisfactory to the Gauls and being thus contrary to
their expectation reinstated in their home and as it
were now started on the road of aggrandizement ,
continued in the following years to wage war on

their neighbours . After subduing all the Latins by
their valour and the fortune of war, they fought first
against the Etruscans , then against the Celts

,
and

next against the Samnites , whose territory was
conterminous with that of the Latins on the East

16



THE HISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

5 11 6 7 13 36
'

7 1V01 xp3V0V TapaV7 13V07V 3113. 7 7)V 6 1
3

9 7 01
3

9

77p 60fi6v7 1i 9
3

P0711 011
'

07V 11 11
3

0 7 13V 3131 7 d v7 11

¢3Bov
3

6 77 1177ra 170111 6V07Vv pOV 7 07 77p37 6p0V 67 6 1

7 07V PaA11 7 07V 6
3

96330v 7 07V 7 6 776p 1 A6A1130139 10011767
6 7 07V 11011 776p0110796

'

V7 07V 6 1
3

9 7 7)V
3

A0 1
'

11V
, P071101101

Tvpp7)V0139 116V 11011 Z avV1
'

7 119 13115
3

0137 0139 776 77017)

11 6
'

V01 , 7 0139 36 11 11 7 11 7 7)V
3

I 7 o1/\130V K6A7 0139 770M11 19

11 03x0119 V6V111 7) 1137 69 , 7 37 6 77p077 0V 6
3

77 1 7 0

11 6
'

p
7)

3

I 7 11 /\1311 9 03p11 7)0
'

11V, 013X 039 13776p 39V6 1307V,
6
3

77 1 36 7 0 77)\6 1ov 039 137r6p 13w 110107) 113V

7 07V 770A611 7)170V7 69 , 30A7) 7 a 1 y 6y0V3 7 6 9 0
3

1)\7)91V01

7 07V 11 11 7 01 7 0V 77336110V 6py07V 611 7 07V 77p09 7 0139
7 Z avV137 a9 11 11 1 K6A7 0139 0

3

1
'

y0
'

7V07V. 13770177 aV7 69 36

y 6w01
3

079 7 0V 773A6110V 7 ov7 0V, 11 111 7 0 7 6 /\607 11 10V

7 39 7 6 3uvé 11e19 11 11 1 v pOV 6
3

11fio1/\3V7 6 9 6
3

11 7
'f)93

I 7 11 /\1311 9 , av919 6
3

770A6
'

11 0vV 11011 11 11 7 6 177 p6
'

130V7 0 7 013

8 1101V07V7)170V7 019 v pcp 7 07V 77pay11 11 7 07V. y 6V311 6V01

36 7701p 1133f079 13.773V7 07V e
3

p c17 6 59 , 11 11 2 77017) 17 1i11 6V01

7 0139
3

I 7 a /\1
'

11V 01
3

11013
3

V7 019 1393
3

11 137 0139 77/\7)VK6A7 1
'

1

3

7V,

11 67 11 7 av7 a 770A10p 11 6 1V 6
3

V6x6 1p7) 17 11V 7 0139 7 37 6 11 11 7

6x0V7 11 9 7 13 P0711 11 1
'

0v9 .

7
"

1310V ydp 7 1 17vV6
'

,87) 11011
3

. 77 11p0177A7)0'

10V 6
3

11 11 7 6
'

p 11 19

7 01
3

1
3

9 77 6p 1
3

. 7 3V 770p911 13V 6
3

11 7 11711 6
'

Va 19 773A6 171V '

6 1317 1
3

. 3
3

2 av7 a 1 M6007)V7) 11 11 1 P7)'y 10V. M6007)V7)V 11 6V yap
013 770)v\0 19 0

3

1V0
'

77 6p0V Xp3V019 7 07V VUV A6y011 6
'

V07V

1101p07V K0111 7701V01 7701p
3 3

Ay 119011A6 1 11 11700160p0vV7 69 ,
11 11 1

3

. 773A11 1 7rep 1
3

. 7 13 11
'

09 11 11 1 7 7)V 01777
‘

)V 6 133011

110V1311V 393001A11 107V7 69 , 311 11 7 07 Aafiew
3 11 11 1p0V 6 139139 6

3

776X6 1
'

p77011V 7701pa 17770V36 1V
' flap

3
3

079 113191101 , 11 11 1 Ka7 aox3V7 69 7 7)V

773/\1V, 0v9 11 6V éfe
'

fiaAOV 7 07V 770A17 07V, ov9 3
3

0
3

177

4 éogbafav. 77p3§aV7 69 36 7 av7 0 , 7 09 1L6V yVVa 111 11 9

16
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and North. After some time the Tarentines, fear
ing the consequences of their insolence to the

Roman envoys
,
begged for the intervention of

Pyrrhus. (This was in the year preceding the expedi 280

tion of those Gauls who met with the reverse at
Delphi and then crossed to A sia.) The Romans had
ere this reduced the Etruscans and Samnites and had
vanquished the Italian Celts in many battles, and

they now for the first time attacked the rest of Italy
not as if it were a foreign country, but as if it right
fu lly belonged to them . Their struggle with the
Samnites and Celts had made them veritable masters
in the art of war

’

,
and after bravely supporting this

war with Pyrrhus and finally expelling himself and 274

his army from Italy
,
they continued to fight with

and subdue those who had sided with him . When
,

with extraordinary good fortune, they had reduced
all these peoples and had made all the inhabitants
of Italy their subj ects excepting the Celts, they
undertook the siege of Rhegium now held by certain
of their compatriots.
7. For very much the same fortune had befallen

the two cities on the Straits
,
Messene and Rhegium.

Certain Campanians serving under Agathocles had
long cast covetous eyes on the beauty and prosperity
of Messene ; and not long before the events I am
speaking of they availed themselves of the first
opportunity to capture it by treachery. A fter being
admitted as friends and occupying the city , they
first expelled or massacred the citizens and then took

17
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BOOK I. 7 . 4—12

possession of the wives and families of the dispossessed
victims , just as chance assigned them each at the time
of the outrage . They next divided among themselves
the land and all other property . Having thus

possessed themselves so quickly and easily of a fine
city and territory, they were not long in finding
imitators of their exp loit . F or the peop le ofRhegium ,

when Pyrrhus crossed to Italy , dreading an attack
by him and fearing also the Carthaginians who
commanded the sea , begged from the Romans a
garrison and support . The force which came, four
thousand in number and under the command of

Decius
,
a Campanian ,

kept the city and their faith
for some time, but at length , anxious to rival the
Mamertines and with their co-op eration, p layed the

people of Rhegium false, and eagerly coveting a city
so favourably situated and containing so much private
wealth, expelled or massacred the citizens and pos
sessed themselves of the city in the same manner as
the Campanians had done. The Romans were highly
disp leased, yet could do nothing at the time, as they
were occup ied with the wars I have already men
tioned . But when they had a free hand they shut
up the culprits in the city and proceeded to lay
siege to it as I have stated above. When Rhegium
fell, most of the besieged were slain in the actual
assault, having defended themselves desp erately, as
they

’

knew what awaited them
,
but more than three

hundred were cap tured. When they were sent to
Home the Consuls had them all conducted to the

forum and there
,
according to the Roman custom

,

scourged and beheaded their obj ect being to recover
as far as possible by this punishment their reputation
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BOOK I . 9. 1—8

9. For observing that the Syracusans, every time
they d ispatch their forces on an expedition accom

panied by their supreme magistrates, begin quarrelling
among themselves and introducing continual changes

,

and knowing that L ep tines had a wider circle of

dependents and enjoyed more credit than any other
burgher and had an especially high name among
the common peop le, he allied himself with him
by marriage, so that whenever he had to take
the field himself he might leave him behind as a
sort of reserve force. He married, then, the daughter
of this Leptines , and finding that the veteran mercen

aries were disaffected and turbulent, he marched
out in force professedly against the foreigners who
had occup ied Messene . He met the enemy near
Centuripa and offered battle near the river Gyamo
sorus. He held back the citizen cavalry and infantry
at a distance under his personal command as if he
meant to attack on another side

,
but advancing the

mercenaries he allowed them all to be cut up by the
Campanians. During their rout he himself retired
safely to Syracuse with the citizens . Having thus
efficiently accomp lished his purpose and purged the
army , of its turbulent and seditious element, he
himself enlisted a considerable number ofmercenaries
and henceforth continued to ru le in safety. Observ

ing that the Mamertines, owing to their success, were
behaving in a bold and reckless manner

,
he efficiently

armed and trained the urban levies and leading them
out engaged the enemy in the My laean p lain near
the river Longanus, and inflicted a severe defeat on 268
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BOOK I . 9. 8—10. 8

them
,
capturing their leaders . This put an end to

the audacity of the Mamertines, and on his return to
Syracuse he was with one voice proclaimed king by
all the allies .

10. Th e Mamertines had previously, as I above
narrated

,
lost their support from Rhegium and had

now suffered complete disaster at home for the
reasons I have j ust stated. Some of them appealed
to the Carthaginians, proposing to put themselves
and the citadel into their hands, while others
sent an embassy to Rome , offering to surrender
the city and begging for assistance as a kindred
people. The Romans were long at a loss, the
succour demanded being so obviously unju stifiable.
For they had just inflicted on their own fellow
citizens the highest penalty for their treachery to
the people of Rhegium, and now to try to help
the Mamertines

,
who had been guilty of like

offence not only at Messene but at Rhegium also,
was a piece of injustice very difficult to excuse . But
fu lly aware as they were of this, they yet saw that
the Carthaginians had not only reduced Libya to

subjection
,
but a great part of Spain besides

,
and

that they were also in possession of all the islands in
the Sardinian and Tyrrhenian Seas . They were
therefore in great apprehension lest

,
if they also

became masters of Sicily, they would be most
troublesome and dangerous neighbours

,
hemming

them in on all sides and threatening every part of
Italy. That they would soon be supreme in Sicily,
if the Mamertines were not helped

,
was evident ;

for once Messene had fallen into their hands
,
they

would shortly subdue Syracuse also, as they were
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BOOK I . 10. 9

absolute lords of almost all the rest of S icily . The

Romans , foreseeing this and viewing it as a necessity
for themselves not to abandon Messene and tl i us

allow the Carthaginians as it were to build a bridge for
crossing over to Italy , debated thematter for long, (11)
and

,
even at the end , the Senate did not sanction the

proposal for the reason given above
,
considering that

the objection on the score of inconsistency was
equal in weight to the advantage to be derived frcm
intervention . The commons

,
however

,
worn out as

they were by the recent wars and in need of any
and every kind of restorative , listened readily to the
military commanders

,
who

,
besides giving the reasons

above stated for the general advantageousness of the
war

,
pointed out the great benefit in the way of

plunder which each and every one would evidently
derive from it . They were therefore in favour of

sending help and when the measure had been passed
by the people they appointed to the command one of
the Consuls

,
Appius Claudius

,
who was ordered to

cross toMessene . TheMamertines , partly by menace
264 B

and partly by stratagem ,
dislodged the Carthaginian

commander, who was already established in the
citadel , and then invited Appiu s to enter, placing
the city in his hands . The Carthaginians crucified
their g eneral, thinking him gu ilty of a lack both of

judgement and of courage in abandoning the citadel .
Acting for themselves they stationed their fleet in
the neighbourhood of Cape Pelorias

,
and with their

land forces pressed Messene close in the direction of
S unes . Hiero now

,
thinking that present circum

stances were favourable for expelling from Sicily
entirely the foreigners who occupied Messene

,
made
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BOOK I . 12 . 3—13. 2

retreat in disorder to the neighbouring cities.
Having raised the siege by these successes, he
advanced fearlessly, devastating the territory of the

Syracusans and of their allies
,
no one disputing the

open country with him . Finally he sat down before
Syracuse and commenced to besiege it.
Such then was the occasion and motive of this the

first crossing of the Romans from Italy with an
armed force

,
an event which I take to be the most

natural starting-point of this whole work. I have
therefore made it my serious base

,
but went also

somewhat further back in order to leave no possible
obscurity in my statements of general causes. To

follow out th is
‘ previous history—how and when

the Romans after the disaster to Rome itself
began their progress to better fortunes

,
and again

how
’

and when after conqu ering Italy they entered
on the path of foreign enterprise—seemed to me
necessary for anyone who hopes to gain a proper
general survey of their present supremacy . My
readers need not therefore be surprised if

,
even in

the further course of this work
,
I occasionally give

them in addition some of the earlier history of the
most famous states ; for I shall do so in order to
establish such a fundamental view as wil l make it
clear. in the sequel starting from what origins and
how and when they several ly reached their present
position. This is exactly what I have just done
about the Romans .
13 . Enough of such explanations. It is now time

to come to my subj ect after a brief summary of the
events included in these introductory Books. To

8 1
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take them in order we have first the incidents of the
war between Rome and Carthage for Sicily. Next
follows the war in Libya and next the achievements
of the Carthaginians in Spain under Hamilcar and
afterwards under Hasdrubal . At the same time
occurred the first crossing of the Romans to Illyria
and these parts of Europe, and subsequently to the
preceding events their struggle with the Ital ian
Celts. Contemporary with this the so-cal led
Cleomenic war was proceeding in Greece, and with
this war I wind up my Introduction as a whole and
my second Book.

Now to recount all these events in detail is
neither incumbent on me nor would it be u seful to
my readers ; for it is not my purpose to write their
history but to mention them summarily as introduc
tory to the events which are my real theme. I shall
therefore attempt by such summary treatment of

them in their proper order to fit in the end of the
Introduction to the beginning of the actual History.

Thus there will be no break in the narrative and it
will be seen that I have been justified in touching on
events which have been previously narrated by others,
while this arrangement will render the approach
to what follows intelligible and easy for students.
I shall

,
however

,
attempt to narrate somewhat more

carefully the first war between Rome and Carthage
for the possession of Sicily ; since it is not easy to
name any war which lasted longer, nor one which
exhibited on both sides more extensive preparations,
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more unintermittent activity
,
more battles

,
and

greater changes of fortune . The two states were
also at this period still uncorrupted in morals

,

moderate in fortune , and equal in strength , so that a
better estimate of the peculiar qualities and gifts of
each can be formed by comparing their conduct in
this war than in any subsequent one.

14. An equally powerful motive with me for

paying particular attention to thiswar is that
, to my

mind
,
the truth has not been adequately stated by

those historians who are reputed to be the best
authorities on it , Philinu s and F abius . I do not indeed
accuse them of intentional falsehood

,
in view of their

character and principles , but they seem to me to have
been much in the case of lovers for owing to his con
victions and constant partiality Philinus will have it
that the Carthaginians in every case acted wisely

,

well
,
and bravely

,
and the Romans otherwise

,
whilst

Fabiu s takes the precisely opposite view. In other
relations of life we should not perhaps exclude all
such favouritism ; for a good man should love his
friends and his country

,
he should share the hatreds

and attachments of his friends but he who assumes
the character of a historian must ignore everything
of ,
the sort

,
and often

,
if their actions demand this

,

speak good of his enemies and honour them with
the highest praises while criticizing and even
reproaching roundly his closest friends, should the
errors of their conduct impose this duty on him.

For just as a living creature which has lost its
35
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decisive engagement
,
and the Romans following up

the enemy not only laid waste the territory of the
Carthaginians and Syracusans

,
but sat down before

Syracuse and undertook its siege . This account i s
,

it seems to me
,
full of inconsistencies and does

not require a lengthy discussion . F or those whom
he introduced as besieging Messene and victorious in
the engagements , he now represents as in flight and
abandoning the open country and finally besieged
and dispirited

,
while those whom he represented as

defeated and besieged are now stated to be in pursuit
of their foes

,
and at once commanding the Open

country and finally besieging Syracuse . It is ah

solutely impossible to reconcile the two assertions
,

and either his initial statements or his account of

what followed must be false . But the latter is true
for as a fact the Carthaginians and Syracusans
abandoned the open country

,
and the Romans at

once began to lay siege to Syracu se and ,
as he says

,

even to Echetla too
,
which lies between the Syracusan

and Carthaginian provinces . We must therefore
concede that Philinus ’s initial statements are false ,
and that

,
while the Romans were Victorious in the

engagements before Messene , this author announces
that they were worsted .

We can trace indeed the same fault throughout the
whole work of Philinus and alike through that of

Fabius
, as I shall show when occasion arises . Now

that I have said what is fitting on the subject of this
digression

,
I will return to facts and attempt in a
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BOOK I . 15 . 13 - 16 . 9

narrative that strictly follows the order of events to
guide my readers by a short road to a true notion of

this war.
16. When news of the successes of Appiu s and

his legions reached Rome
,
they elected Manius

Otacil ius andManiu s Valerius Consuls
,
and dispatched

their whole armed force and both commanders to
Sicily. The Romans have four legions of Roman
citizens in all apart from the allies . These they
enrol annually, each legion comprising four thousand
foot and three hundred horse. On their arrival in
Sicily most of the cities revolted from the Gartha
g inians and Syracusans and joined the Romans.
Hiero

,
observing both the confusion and consterna

tion of the Sicilians
,
and at the same time the

numbers and powerful nature of the Roman forces,
reached from all this the conclusion that the pro
spects of the Romans were more brill iant than those
of the Carthaginians. His conviction therefore
impelling him to side with the Romans

,
he sent

several messages to the Consuls with proposals for
peace and alliance. The Romans accepted his over
tures, especially for the sake of their supplies ; for
since the Carthaginians commanded the sea they
were apprehensive lest they should be cut off on all
sides from the necessities of life, in view of the fact
that

‘

the armies which had previously crossed to

Sicily had run very short of provisions. Therefore
,

supposing that Hiero would be of great service to
them in this respect

,
they readily accepted his

friendly advances. Having made a treaty by which
the king bound himself to give up his prisoners to
the Romans Without ransom

,
and in addition to this

4-1
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BOOK I . 16 . 9 - 17 . 6

to pay them a hundred talents, the Romans hence
forth treated the Sy racusans as allies and friends.
King Hiero having p laced himself under the pro
tection of the Romans

,
continued to furnish them

with the resources of which they stood in urgent
need, and ruled over Syracuse henceforth in security,
treating the Greeks in such a way as to win from
them crowns and other honours. We may

,
indeed,

regard him as the most illustrious of p rinces and the
one who reaped longest the fruits of his own wisdom
in particular cases and in general pol icy.

17. When the terms of the treaty were referred
to Rome

,
and when the peop le had accepted and

ratified this agreement with Hiero, the Romans
decided not to continue to emp loy all their forces
in the expedition, but only two legions, thinking
on the one hand that

,
now the king had joined

them
,
the war had become a l ighter task and

calculating that their forces would thus be better
off for supp lies . The Carthaginians

,
on the con

trary , when they saw that Hiero had become their
enemy

,
and that the Romans were becoming more

deep ly involved in the enterp rise in Sicily, con
sidered that they themselves required stronger
forces in order to be able to confront their
enemies and control Sicilian affairs. They therefore
enlisted foreign mercenaries from the opposite
coasts

,
many

zD

of them Ligurians
,
Celts

,
and still

more Iberians
,
and dispatched them all to Sicily.

Perceiving that the city of Agrig entum had the
greatest natural advantages for making their

preparations, it being also the most important city
in their province, they collected their troop s and

4-3
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1 8 . After this the Carthaginians were more in
clined to be cautious in taking the offensive

,
while

the Romans were more on their guard in foraging. As
the Carthaginians did not advance beyond skirmish
ing range

,
the Roman generals divided their force

into two bodies, remaining with one near the temple
of A sclepiu s outside the walls and encamping with the
other on that side of the city that is turned towards
Heraclea . They fortified the ground between their
camps on each side of the city, protecting themselves
by the inner trench from sallies from within and

encircling themselves with an outer one to guard
against attacks from ou tside

,
and to prevent that

secret introduction of supplies and men which is
usual in the case of beleaguered cities . On the

spaces between the trenches and their camps they
placed pickets

,
fortifying su itable places at some

distance from each other. Their supplies and other
material were collected for them by all the other
members of the alliance

,
and brought to H erbesus ,

and they themselves constantly fetching in live stock
and provisions from this city which was at no great
distance

,
kept themselves abundantly supplied with

what they requ ired. So for five months or so matters
were at a standstill, neither side being able to score
any decisive advantage, nothing in fact beyond
incidental success in their exchange of shots ; but
when the Carthaginians began to be pressed by
famine owing to the number of people cooped up
in the city—fifty thousand at least in number
Hannibal

,
the commander of the besieged forces

,

found himself in a difficult situation and sent
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constant messages to Carthage explaining his position
and begging for reinforcements. The Carthag ini
government shipped the troops they had collected
and their elephants and sent them to Sicily to

Hanno their other general. Hanno concentrated
his troops and material of war at Heraclea and in
the first place surprised and occupied H erbesu s,

cutting off the enemy’s camps from their provisions
and necessary supplies. The result of this was that
the Romans were as a fact both besieged and be
siegers at the same time ; for they were so hard
pressed by want of food and scarcity of the neces
sities of life

,
that they often contemplated raising

the siege, and would in the end have done so, had
not Hiero

,
by using every effort and every device,

provided them wi th a moderate amount of strictly
necessary supplies. 19. In the next place Hanno,
perceiving that the Romans were weakened by
di sease and privation, owing to an epidemic having
broken out among them

, and thinking that his own
troops were in fit fighting condition

,
took With him

all his elephants
,
about fifty in number, and all the

rest of his force
,
and advanced rapidly from Heraclea.

He had ordered the Numidian horse to precede him,

and approaching the enemy’s fortified camp to pro
voke him and attempt to draw his cavalry out, after
which they were to give way and retire until they re
j oined himself. The Numidians acting on these orders
advanced up to one of the camps

,
and the Roman

cavalry at once issued forth and boldly attacked
them. The Libyans retreated as they had been
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BOOK I . 19. 4 12

ordered until they joined Hanno ’s army and then ,
wheeling round and encircling the enemy

,
they

attacked them , killing many and pursu ing the rest
as far as the camp . After this Hanno encamped
opposite the Romans , occupying the hill called Torus ,
at a distance of about ten stades from the enemy . For

two months they remained stationary
,
without any

action more decisive than shooting at each other every
day but as Hannibal kept on announcing to Hanno
by fire-signals and messengers from the city that the
population could not support the famine

,
and that

deserters to the enemy were numerous owing to

privation
,
the Carthaginian general decided to risk

battle
,
the Romans being no less eager for this owing

to the reasons I stated above . Both therefore led out
their forces to the space between the camps and en

gaged . The battle lasted for long
,
but at the end the

Romans put to flight the advanced line of Cartha

ginian mercenaries
, and as the latter fell back

on the elephants and the other divisions in their
rear

,
the whole Phoenician army was thrown into

disorder. A complete rout ensued
,
and most of

them were put to the sword, some escaping to

Heraclea. The Romans captured most of the

elephants and all the baggage. But after nightfall,
while the Romans

,
partly from joy at their success

and partly from fatigue
,
had relaxed the vigilance of

their watch
,
Hannibal, regarding his situation as

desperate, and thinking for the above reasons that
51
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BOOK I . 20. 6 13

Romans from dread of their land forces
,
still more

seaboard cities deserted their cause in terror of the
Carthaginian fleet . Hence when they saw that the
balance of the war tended more and more to shift
to this side or that for the above reasons

,
and that

while Italy was frequently ravaged by naval forces
,

Libya remained entirely free from damage
,
they

took urgent steps to get on the sea like the Cartha
ginians . And one of the reasons which induced me
to narrate the history of the war named above at

some length is just thi s , that my readers should , in
this case too, not be kept in ignorance of the beginning—how,

when
,
and for what reasons the Romans first

took to the sea .

When they saw that the war was dragging on
,

they undertook for the first time to build ships, a
hundred quinqueremes and twenty triremes. As their
Shipwrights were absolutely inexperienced in build
ing quinqueremes, such ships never having been in
use in Italy

,
the matter caused them much difficulty,

and this fact shows us better than anything else how
spirited and daring the Romans are when they are

determined to do a thing. It was not that they had
fairly good resources for it, but they had none what
ever, nor had they ever given a thought to the sea
yet when they once had conceived the proj ect

,
they

took it in hand so boldly, that before gaining any
experience in the matter they at once engaged the
Carthaginians who had held for generations undis
puted command of the sea . Evidence of the truth
of what I am saying and of their incredible pluck
is this. When they first undertook to send their
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BOOK I . 20. 13 21 . 4

forces across to Messene not onl y had they not any
decked ships

,
but no long warships at all

,
not even a

single boat , and borrowing fifty
-oared boats and

triremes from the Tarentines and Locrians
,
and also

from the people of Elea and Naples they took their
troops across in these at great hazard . On this
occasion the Carthaginians put to sea to attack them
as they were crossing the straits , and one of their
decked ships advanced too far in its eagerness to over
take them and running aground fell into the hands
of the Romans . This ship they now used as a model

,

and built their wholefleet on its pattern so that it is
evident that if this had not occurred they would
have been entirely

'

prevented from carrying out their
design by lack of practical knowledge . 21 . Now,

however
,
those to whom the construction of the

ships was committed were busy in getting them
ready

,
and those who had collected the crews were

teaching them to row on shore in the following
fashion . Making the men sit on rowers’ benches on
dry land , in the same order as on the benches of the
ships themselves

,
and stationing the fugle-man in

the middle
,
they accustomed them to fall back all

at once bringing their hands up to them ,
and again

to come forward pushing out their hands
,
and to

begin
'

and finish these movements at the word of
command of the fugle-man. When the crews had
been trained

,
they launched the ships as soon as they

were completed
,
and having practised for a brief

time actual rowing at sea, they sailed “ along the
coast of Italy as their commander had ordered . For
the Consu l appointed by the Romans to the command

a I t is often necessary to use the word sail, ” but it
should be borne inmind that the ships were propelled chiefly
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BOOK 1. 2 1 . 4—11

of their naval force, Gnaeus Cornelius Scipio, had
a few days previously given orders to the captains
to sail in the direction of the Straits whenever
the fleet was ready

,
while he himself

,
putting to sea

with seventeen ships, preceded them to Messene,
being anxiou s to provide for al l the urgent needs of
the fleet. While there a proposal happened to be
made to him with regard to the city of Lipara

,
and

embracing the prospect with undue eagerness he
sailed with the above-mentioned ships and anchored
off the town . The Carthaginian general Hannibal

,

hearing at Panormus what had happened
,
sent off

Boodes, a member of the Senate, giving him twenty
ships. Boodes sailed up to Lipara at night and shut
up Gnaeus in the / harbour. When day dawned the
Roman crews hastily took refuge on land, and
Gnaeus, falling into a state of terror and being
unable to do anything, finally surrendered to the
enemy. The Carthaginians now set off at once to
rejoin Hannibal with the captured ships and com
mander of the enemy . But a few days later , though
Gnaeus’ disaster was so signal and recent , Hannibal
himself came very near falling into the same error with
his eyes open . F or hearing that the Roman fleet
which was sailing along the coast of Italy was near at
hand , and wishing to get a glimpse of the numbers and
general disposition of the enemy, he sailed towards
them with fifty ships. As he was rounding the
Cape of Italy he came upon the enemy sailing
in good order and trim . He lost most of his ships
and escaped himself with the remainder, which was
more than he expected or hoped.
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broadsides . Once the ravens were fixed in the p lanks
of the enemy ’s deck and grappled the ships together , if
they were broadside on

,
they boarded from all

directions but if they charged with the prow ,
they

attacked by passing over the gangway of the raven
itself two abreast . The leading pair protected the
front by holding up their shields , and those who
followed secured the two flanks by resting the rims
of their shields on the top of the railing. Having,
then

,
adopted this device , they awaited an Oppor

tunity for going into action .

2 3 . As for Gaiu s Du il iu s, no sooner had he learnt
of the disaster which had befallen the commander
of the naval forces than handing over his legions
to the military tribunes he' proceeded to the fleet.
Learning that the enemy were ravaging the territory
of My lae, he sailed against them with his whole
force . The Carthaginians on sighting him put to
sea with a hundred and thirty sail

,
quite overjoyed

and eager, as they despised the inexperience of the
Romans. They all sailed straight on the enemy,
not even thinking it worth while to maintain order
in the attack

, bu t j ust as if they were falling on a
prey that was obviou sly theirs. They were com
manded by Hannibal— the same who stole out of
Ag rig entum by night with his army—in the seven
banked galley that was formerly King Pyrrhus’ . On
approaching and seeing the ravens nodding aloft on
the

'

prow of each ship
,
the Carthaginians were at first

nonplussed , being surprised at the construction of

the engines . However
,
as they entirely gave the

enemy up for lost
,
the front ships attacked daringly .

But when the ships that came into collision were in
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every case held fast by the machines, and the Roman
crews boarded by means of the ravens and attacked
them hand to hand on deck, some of the Gartha

g inians were cut down and others surrendered from
dismay at what was happening, the battle having
become just like a fight on land. S o the first
thirty ships that engaged were taken wi th all th eir
crews

,
including the commander’s galley, Hannibal

himself manag ing to escape beyond his hopes by a
miracle in the j olly-boat. The rest of the Gartha
ginian force was bearing up as if to charge the
enemy, but seeing, as they approached, the fate of

the advanced ships they turned aside and avoided
the blows of the

'

engines. Tru sting in their swift
ness

,
they veered round the enemy in the hope of

being able to strike him in safety either on the
broadside or on the stern, but when the ravens
swung round and plunged down in all directions and in
all manner ofways so that thosewho approached them
were of necessity grappled

,
they finally gave way

and took to flight
,
terror-stricken by this novel

experience and with the loss of fifty ships.
24. When the Romans had thus, contrary to all

expectation, gained the prospect of success at sea

their determination to prosecute the war became
twice as strong. On this occasion they put in on

the coast of Sicily, raised the siege of Segesta which
was in the last stage of distress , and in leaving
Segesta took the city of Macella by as sault.
After the battle at sea Hamilcar, the Carthaginian

commander of their land forces, who was quartered
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BOOK I . 24. 3 - 12

in the neighbourhood of Panormus
,
heard that in the

Roman camp the allies and the Romans were at
variance as to which had most d istingu ished them
selves in the battles

,
and that the allies were eh

camped by themselves between the Paropus and the
Hot Springs of Himera . Suddenly falling on them
with his whole force as they were breaking up their
camp he killed abou t four thou sand. After this
action Hannibal with the ships that escaped sailed
away to Carthage and shortly after crossed from there
to Sardinia

,
taking with him additional ships and

some of the most celebrated naval officers. Not long
afterwards he was blockaded in one of the harbou rs
of Sardinia by the , Romans and after losing many of
his ships was summarily arrested by the surviving
Carthaginians and crucified. The Romans

,
I should

explain
,
from the moment they concerned themselves

with the sea
,
began to entertain designs on Sardinia.

The Roman troops in Sicily did nothing worthy
of note during the following year ; but at its close
when they had received their new commanders
the Consuls of next year

, Aulus Atiliu s and Gaius
Sulpicius , they started to attack Panormus , because
the Carthaginian forces were wintering there. The
Consu ls

,
when they got close up to the city, offered

battle with their whole forces
,
but as the enemy did

not come out to meet them they left Panormus and
went off to attack H ippana. This city they took by
assau lt and they also took Myttistratum which with
stood the siege for long owing to its strong situation.

They then occupied Camarina which had lately
deserted their cause

,
bringing up a siege battery and
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a fleet of three hundred and thirty decked ship s of
war and put in to Messene. Starting again from
there they sailed with Sicily on their right hand,
and doubling Cape Pachynu s they came round to
Ecnomu s, because their land forces too happened to
be just in that neighbourhood. The Carthaginians,
setting sail with three hundred and fifty decked
vessels

,
touched at L ilybaeum,

and proceeding thence
came to anchor ofl

‘ Heraclea Minoa. 96. The plan
of the Romans was to sail to Libya and deflect the
war to that country , so that the Carthaginians might
find no longer Sicily but themselves and their own
territory in danger. The Carthaginians were re

solved on just the opposite course, for, aware as they
were that A frica is easily accessible

,
and that all the

people in the country would be easily subdued by
anyone who had once invaded it

,
they were unable

to allow this
,
and were anxious to run the risk

of a sea-battle. The object of the one side being to
prevent and that of the other to force a crossing, it
was clear that their rival aims would result in the
struggle which followed. The Romans had made
suitable preparations for both contingencies—for an
action at sea and for a landing in the enemy's country.

For the latter purpose
,
selecting the best men from

their land forces
,
they divided into four corps the

total force they were about to embark . Each corps
had two names ; it was called either the F irst Legion
ora

'

the F irst Squadron
,
and the others accordingly.

The fourth had a third name in addition ; they were
called triarii after the usage in the land forces . The
whole body embarked on the ships numbered about a
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hundred and forty thousand , each ship holding three
hundred rowers and a hundred and twenty marines .
The Carthaginians were chiefly or so lely adapting their
preparations to a maritime war , their numbers being ,
to reckon by the number of ships , actually above
one hundred and fifty thousand . These are figures
calculated to strike not only one present and with
the forces under hi s eyes but even a hearer with
amazement at the magnitude of the struggle and at
that lavish outlay and vast power of the two states

,

if he estimates them from the number of men
and ships .
The Romans taking into consideration that the

voyage was across the Open sea and that the enemy
were their superiors in speed , tried by every means
to range their fleet in an order which wou ld render
it secure and di fficult to attack. Accordingly

,
they

stationed their two six-banked galleys
,
on which the

commanders
,
Marcus Atilius Regulus and Lucius

Manlius
,
were sailing

,
in front and side by side with

each other . Behind each of these they placed ships in
single fil e, the first squadron behind the one galley , the
second behind the other , so arranging them that
the distance between each pair of ships in the two
squadrons grew ever greater . The ships were
stationed in column with their prows directed out
wards .

“ Having thus arranged the first and second
squadrons in the form of a simple wedge, they
stationed the thi rd in a single line at the base

,
so

that when these ships had taken their places the
resulting form of the who le was a triangle . Behind
these ships at the base they stationed the horse
transports

,
attaching them by towing-lines to the

directed to the op en sea and not to the ship in front of it ;
i.e. they were in echelon.
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vessels of the third squadron . F inally , behind these
they stationed the fourth squadron , known as trLam

'

L,
making a single long line of ships so extended that
the line overlapped that infront of it at each extremity .

When all had been put together in the manner I have
described , the who le arrangement had the form of a
wedge

,
the apex of which was open , the base compact ,

and the whole effective and practical , while also
difficult to break up .

2 7. About the same time the Carthaginian com
manders briefly addressed their forces. They pointed
out to them that in the event of victory in the battle
they would be fighting afterwards for Sicily

,
but that

if defeated they would have to fight for their own
country and their homes

,
and bade them take this

to heart and embark. When all readily did as they
were ordered, as their general

’s words had made
clear to them the issues at stake, they set to sea in a

confident and menacing spirit. The commanders
when they saw the enemy’s order adapted their own
to it. Three-quarters of their force they drew up
in a single line

,
extending their right wing to the

open sea for the purpose of encircling the enemy
and with all their ships facing the Romans. The
remaining quarter of their force formed the left
wing of their whole line

,
and reached shoreward at

an angle with the rest. Their right wing was under
the command of the same Hanno who had been
worsted in the engagement near Ag rigentum. H e

had vessels for charging and also the swiftest
quinqueremes for the outflanking movement. The
left wing was in charge of Hamilcar, the one who
commanded in the sea-battle at Tyndaris , and
he, fighting as he was in the centre of the line ,
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force which was posted near the shore
,
changing

their former formation and deploying into line
with their prows facing the enemy

,
attacked the

vessels which were towing the horse - transports .

Letting go their tow-lines this squadron met and
engaged the enemy. Thus the whole conflict con
sisted of three parts , and three sea-battles were going
on at a wide distance from each other . As the
respective forces were in each case of equal strength
owing to their d isposition at the outset, the battle also
was fought on equal terms. However, in each case
things fell out as one would expect

,
when the forces

engaged are so equally matched. Those who had
commenced the battle were the first to be separated,
for Hamilcar’s division was finally forced back and
took to flight. Lucius was now occupied in taking
the prizes in tow

,
and Marcus

,
observing the struggle

in which the triarz
'

i and horse-transports were in

volved
,
hastened to their assistance with such of the

ships of the second squadron as were undamaged.

When he reached Hanno ’s division and came into
conflict with it

,
the triarz

'

i at once took heart
,

though they had had much the worst of it
,
and

recovered their fighting spirit. The Carthaginians
,

attacked both in front and in the rear, were in
difficulties

,
finding themselves surrounded

,
to their

surprise
,
by the relieving force

,
and giving way

,

they began to retreat out to sea. Meanwhile both
Lucius

,
who was by this time sailing up and observed

that the third squadron was shut in close to the
shore by the Carthaginian left wing

,
and Marcus

,

who had now left the horse-transports and triarz
'

i in
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BOOK 1. 29. 23—10

which refused to surrender voluntarily. Those
Carthaginians who made good their escape from the
naval battle sailed home

,
and being convinced that

the enemy
,
elated by their recent success

,
would at

once attack Carthage itself from the sea
,
kept watch

at different points over the approaches to the city
with their land and sea forces . But when they
learnt that the Romans had safely landed and were
laying siege to Asp is, they abandoned the measures
taken to guard against an attack from the sea, and
uniting their forces devoted themselves to the pro
tection of the cap ital and its environs . The Romans,
after making themselves masters of Asp is, where they
left a garrison to hold the town and district, sent a
mission to Rome to report on recent events, and to
inquire what they should do in future and how they
were to deal with the whole situation. They then
hastily advanced with their whole force and set
about p lundering the country. As nobody tried
to prevent them,

they destroyed a number of hand
some and luxuriously furnished dwelling - houses,
possessed themselves of a quantity of cattle, and
cap tured more than twenty thousand slaves,
taking

)
them back to their ship s. Messengers

from Rome now arrived with instructions for one
of the Consuls to remain on the spot with an
adequate force and for the other to bring the fleet
back to Rome. Marcus Regulus

,
therefore, re

mained
,
retaining forty ship s and a forceuo f fifteen

thousand infantry and five hundred horse, whil e
Lucius

,
taking with him the ship

’s crews and all
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BOOK I . 30. 9 31 . 3

enemy’s force was rendered unserviceable by their
position , did not wait for the Carthaginians to come
down and offer battle on the p lain , but , seizing on

their own opportunity , advanced at daybreak on the

hill from both sides . And so their elephants and
cavalry were absolutely useless to the Carthaginians

,

but their mercenaries sallying outwith great gallantry
and dash compelled the first legion to give way and
take to flight but on their advancing too far and
being surrounded and driven back by the force
that was attacking on the other side , the whole
Carthaginian army were at once dislodged from their
tramp . The elephants and cavalry , as soon as they
reached level ground

,
effected their retreat in safety ,

and the Romans
,
after pursuing the infantry for a

short distance and destroying the camp ,
henceforth

over-ran and p lundered the country and its towns
unmolested. Having made themselves masters of

the town named Tunis
,
which was a suitable base

for these raids , and also well situated for Operations
against the capital and its immediate environs , they
established themselves there .

31 . The Carthaginians , having thus been twice
defeated

,
shortly before at sea and now on land , in

both cases owing to no lack of bravery in their troop s ,
but owing to the incompetence of their commanders ,
bad , now fallen into a thoroughly difficult position .

For
, in addition to the misfortunes I have mentioned ,

the Numidians
,
attacking them at the same time as the

Romans
,
inflicted not less but even more damage on

the country than the latter . The terror-stricken in
habitants took refuge in the city of Carthage where
utter despondency and extreme famine prevailed ,
the latter owing to overcrowding and the former
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BOOK I . 32 . 1 - 8

brought up in the Spartan discipl ine, and had had a
fair amount of military experience. On hearing of

the recent reverse and how and in what way it
occurred

,
and on taking a comprehensive view of the

remaining resources of the Carthaginians and their
strength in cavalry and elephants, he at once
reached the conclusion and communicated it to
friends that the Carthaginians owed their defeat
not to the Romans but to themselves, through the in
exp erience of their generals. Owing to the critical
situation X anth ippu s

’

s remarks soon got abroad
and reached the ears of the generals

,
whereupon

the government decided to summon him before
them and examine

,

him . He presented himself
before them and communicated to them his estimate
of the situation, pointing out why they were now
being worsted

,
and urging that if they would take

his advice and avail themselves of the level country
for marching, encamp ing and offering battle they
could easily not only secure their own safety

,
but

defeat the enemy. The generals
,
accepting what

he said and resolving to fol low his advice
,
at once

entrusted their forces to him. Now even when the
original utterance of X anth ippu s got abroad, it had
caused considerable rumour and more or less sanguine
talk among the populace, but on his leading the
army out and drawing it up in good order before the
city and even beginning to manoeuvre some portions
of it correctly and give the word of command in the
orthodox military terms, the contrast to the in

competency of the former general s was so striking
that the so ldiery expressed their approval by cheers
and were eager to engage the enemy , feeling sure
that if X anth ippu s was in command no disaster could
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BOOK 1. 33 . 8—34. 5

the enemy drawn up to offer battle
,
issued forth to

meet them with alacrity. A larmed at the prospect
of the elephants’ charge

,
they stationed the velites

in the van and behind them the legions many
maniples deep

,
dividing the cavalry between the

two wings. In thu s making their whole line shorter
and deeper than before they had been correct enough
in so far as concerned the coming encounter with
the elephants

,
but as to that with the cavalry, which

largely outnumbered theirs
,
they were very wide of

the mark. When both sides had made that general
and detailed disposition of their forces that best
suited their p lan, /

they remained drawn up in order,
each awaiting 6 favourable opportunity to attack.

34. No sooner had X anth ippus ordered the elephant
drivers to advance and break the enemy’ s line and
the cavalry on each wing to execute a turning
movement and charge

,
than the Roman army

,
clash

ing their shields and spears together, as is their
custom and uttering their battle-cry

,
advanced against

the foe. As for the Roman cavalry on both Wings
it was speedily put to flight owing to the superior
numbers of the Carthaginians while of the infantry

,

the left wing, partly to avoid the onset of the
elephants, and partly owing to the contempt they felt
for the mercenary force

,
fel l upon the Carthaginian

right wing, and having broken it, pressed on and
pursued it as far as the camp . But the first ranks of
those who were stationed opposite the elephants

,

pushed back when they encountered them and
trodden under foot by the strength of the animals

,

fell in heaps in the mé'lé e, while the formation of the
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BOOK I . 35 . 2 36. 1

“the better conduct of human life . F or the precept to
d istrust F ortune

,
and especially when we are enjoying

success
,
was most clearly enforced on all by Regu lus

’

s
misfortunes. He who so short a time previou sly
had refused to pity or take mercy on those in
distress was now

,
almost immediately afterwards,

being led captive to implore pity and mercy in
order to save h is own life. And again Euripides ’

words
,
so long recognized as ju st, that “ one wise

counsel conqu ers many hands were then confirmed
by the actual facts . For one man and one brain
laid low that host which seemed so invincible and

efficient
,
and restored the fortunes of a state which

in the eyes of allWas utterly fallen and the deadened
spirit of its soldiers. This I mention for the sake
of the improvement of the readers of this history.

For there are two ways by which all men can reform
themselves

,
the one through their own mischances,

the other through those of others, and of these the
former is the more impressive

,
but the latter the

less hurtful . Therefore we shou ld never choose the
first method if we can help it

,
as it corrects by means

of great pain and peril
,
but ever pursue the other,

since by it we can discern what is best without
su ffering hurt . Reflecting on this we shou ld regard
as the best discipline for actual life the experience
that accru es from seriou s history ; for this alone
makes u s

,
without inflicting any harm on us, the

most competent judges of what is best at every time
and in every circumstance . Well, on this subj ect I
have said enough .

36. All having now fallen out with the Gartha

g inians as they could best desire, there was no

extravagance of rej oicing in which they did not
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BOOK I . 36. 10 37. 6

F u lvius
,
who proceeded along the coast of S icily

making for Libya . Encountering the Carthaginian
fleet near the Hermaeum they fell on them and easily
routed them

,
capturing one hundred and fourteen

ships with their crews . Then having taken on
board at Aspis the lads who remained in Libya they
set sail again for S icily . 37. They had crossed the
strait in safety and were off the territory of Camarina
when they were overtaken by so fierce a storm and so
terrible a disaster that it is difficult adequately to
describe it owing to its surpassing magnitude. F or of
their three hundred and sixty-four ships only eighty
were saved the rest either foundered or were dashed
by the waves against the rocks and headlands and
broken to pieces , covering the shore with corpses and
wreckage. History tells of no greater catastrophe at
sea taking place at one time. The blame must be
laid not so much on ill-fortune as on the commanders
for the captains had repeatedly urged them not to
sail along the outer coast of S icily , that turned to
wards the Libyan sea

,
as it was very rugged and had

few safe anchorages they also warned them that one
of the dangerous astra l periods was not over and
another just approaching (for it was between the

rising ofOrion and that of S irius that they undertook
the voyage) . The commanders , however , paid no
attention to a single word they said , they took the
outer course and there they were in the open
sea thinking to strike terror into some of the Ci ties
they passed by the brilliancy of their recent suc
cess and thus win them over . But now,

( all for
the sake of such meagre expectations , they exp osed
themselves to this great disaster , and were obliged

S iriu s rises in Ju ly , Orion early in December.
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BOOK I . 38 . 4—89. 2

his elephants and the rest of his force, and plainly
intended to dispute the possession of the open
country.

The Romans
,
on receiving full information about

the disaster from the survivors of the shipwreck,
were deeply grieved

,
but being resolved on no

account to give in, they decided to put on the

stocks a fresh fleet of two hundred and twenty ships.
In three months they were completed—a thing
diflicult to believe—and the new Consuls, Aulus 254 11
Atiliu s and Gnaeus Cornelius, having fitted out the
fleet

,
put to sea , and passing the straits picked up

at Messene the sh ips that had escaped shipwreck.

Descending with their total fleet of three hundred
sail on Panormus

,
the most important city in the

Carthaginian province, they undertook its siege.

They threw up works in two places and after
making the other necessary preparations brought up
their battering-rams. The tower on the sea shore
was easily knocked down, and, the soldiers pressing
in through this breach, the so-called New Town was
stormed

,
and the part known as the Old Town being

now in imminent danger , its inhabitants soon sur
rendered it. Having taken possession of it the Consuls
sailed back to Rome leaving a garrison in the town .

39. Their successors , Gnaeus Servilius and Gaius 253
Sempronius , put to sea with their whole fleet
as soon as it was summer and after crossing to
S icily proceeded thence to Libya

,
and sailing

along the coast
,
made a number of descents in which

they accomplished nothing of importance, and finally
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BOOK I . 39. 11 40. 4

Romans’ ranks and killed most of their men,
grew so

afraid of the beasts that for the two years following
this period , though often both in the district of
Lilybaeum and in that of Selina s they were drawn up
at a distance of five or six stades from the enemy

,
they

never dared to begin a battle ,
and in fact never would

come down at all to meet the enemy onflat ground, so
much did they dread a charge of the elephants.
During this period all they accomplished was the
reduction by siege of Therma and Lipara

,
keeping as

they did to mountainous and difficult country.

Consequently the Government, observing the timidity
and despondency that prevailed in their land forces,
changed their minds and decided to try their fortunes
at sea again. In the consulship of Gaius Ati lius and
Lucius Manlius we find them building fifty ships and
actively enrolling sailors and getting a fleet together.

40. The Carthaginian commander-in-chief, Has
drubal, had noted the lack of courage which the

Romans exhibited, on the occasions when they were
in presence of the enemy, and when he learnt that
while one of the Consuls with half the whole force
had left for Italy, Caeciliu s and the rest of the army
remained at Panormus with the obj ect of protecting
the corn of the allies—it now being the height of the
harvest—removed his forces from L ilybaeum and
encamped on the frontier of the territory of Panormus .
Caecilias, observing Hasdrubal

’s aggressive spirit and
wishing to provoke him to attack, kept his own
soldiers within the gates. Hasdrubal gained fresh
confidence from th is, think ing that Caecilius did not
venture to come out, and boldly advancing with his
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BOOK I . 40. 13 - 41 . 5

trampling down and killing the men and disturbing
and breaking the ranks. Caecilius, on seeing this,
made a vigorous sally and falling on the flank of the
enemy

,
who were now in disorder

,
with his own fresh

and well-ordered tr00ps caused a severe rout among
them

,
killing many and compelling the rest to quit the

field in headlong flight. He took ten elephants with
their mahouts

,
and after the battle

,
having penned

up the others who had thrown their mahouts, he
captured them all. By this exploit he was universally
acknowledged to have cau sed the Roman land forces
to pluck up cour

a
ge again and gain the command of

the open country.

41 . When news of this success reached Rome it
caused great rejoicing, not so much because of the
enemy being weakened by the loss of their elephants
as because of the confidence which the capture of
these gave to their own tr00ps . They were conse
quently encouraged to revert to their original plan of
sending out the Consuls to the campaign with a fleet
and naval force ; for they were eager by all means in
their power to put an end to the war. When all
that was required for the expedition was ready

,
the

Cons 'uls set sail for Sicily with two hundred ships .
This was in the fourteenth year of the war. Anchor
ing ofl

'

L ilybaeum, where they were joined by their
land forces

,
they undertook its siege

,
thinking that

if it fell into their possession it wou ld be easy for
them to transfer the war to Libya. On this matter
at least the Carthaginian Government agreed more
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BOOK 1. 42 . 7—43 . 1

side facing the sea by shoaly water
,
the passage

th rough which into the harbour requ ires great skill
and p ractice.

The Romans encamped by this city on either side
,

fortifying the space between their camps with a

trench
,
a stockade

,
and a wall . They then began to

throw up works against the tower that lay nearest
the sea on the Libyan side

,
and

,
gradually advancing

from the base thus acqu ired and extending their
works

,
they succeeded at last in knocking down the

six adjacent towers
,
and attacked al l the others at

once with battering rams. The siege was now so
vigorou sly pursued

,

and so terrifying, each day seeing
some of the towers shaken or demol ished and the
enemy’ s works advancing further and further into
the city, that the besieged were thrown into a state
of utter confu sion and panic, although, besides the
civil population, there were nearly ten thou sand
mercenaries in the town . Their general

,
H imilco,

however
,
omitted no means of resistance in his power

,

and by counter-bu ilding and counter-mining caused
the enemy no little difficu lty. Every day he would
advance and make attempts on the siege works

,

trying to succeed in setting them on fire
,
and with

this obj ect was indeed engaged by night and day
incombats of so desperate a character, that at times
more men fel l in these encounters than usually fall
in a pitched battle.

43 . About this time some of the superior
officers in the mercenary force, after ta lking the

1 19
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BOOK I . 43 . 7 - 44. 5

narrowly escaped a complete disaster due to the
treachery of their mercenaries, and Alexon, who
had previou sly saved by his loyalty not only the city
and district but the laws and liberties of Ag rig entum,

now was the cause of the Carthaginians being saved
from total ru in .

44. The Carthaginian government knew no

thing of all this, bu t calcu lating the requ irements
of a besieged town , they filled fifty ships with troops.
After addressing the soldiers in terms befitting the
enterprise

,
they sent them off at once under the

command of Hannibal
,
the son of Hamilcar

,
trierarch

and most intimate friend of Adherbal
,
with orders

not to delay
,
butf at the first opportunity to make a

bold attempt to relieve the besieged . Setting sail
with ten thousand troops on board, he came to
anchor off the islands called Aeg usae, which lie
between L ilybaeum and Carthage , and there awaited
favou rable weather. As soon as he had a fine stern
breeze he hoisted all sail and running before the
wind sailed straight for the mou th of the harbou r,
his men drawn up on deck armed ready for action.

The Romans
,
partly owing to the suddenness of the

fleet’s appearance and partly becau se they feared
being carried into the hostile harbou r by the force
of the wind together with their enemies, made no
effort to prevent the entrance of the rel ieving force,
but‘ stood out at sea amazed at the audacity of the
Carthaginians. The whole population had assembled
on the walls in an agony of su spense on the one
hand as to what wou ld happen, and at the same
time so overjoyed at the unexpected prospect of
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BOOK I . 45 . 6—13

watch, and his orders having been executed, he led
the whole force out as it was getting light and
attacked the work s in several places . The Romans,
who had foreseen what was coming

,
were not idle

or unprepared
,
but promptly ran to defend the

threatened points and opposed a vigorous resistance
to the enemy. Soon the whole of both forces were
engaged

,
and a desperate fight was going on al l

round the wal ls
,
the salliers numbering not less than

twenty thousand and the force ou tside being rather
more numerou s. Inasmuch as they were fighting
confusedly and in no order

,
each man as he thought

best
,
the battle was all the more fierce

,
such a

large force being/eng ag ed man to man and company
to company

,
so that there was something of the

keenness of single combat in the whole contest.
It was

,
however

,
particularly at the siege-works

themselves that there was most shouting and
pressure. For those on both sides whose task from
the outset was on the one hand to drive the de
fenders from the works

,
and on the other not to

abandon them
,
exhibited such emulation and resolu

tion
,
the assailants doing their very best to tu rn the

Romans ou t
,
and the latter refusing to give way,

that at last owing to this resolute Spirit the men

remained and fell on the spot where they had first
stood. Yet

,
in Spite of all

,
the bearers of pine

bra-nds, tow,
and fire intermingled with the com

batants, attacked the engines from every side,
hurling the burning matter at them with such
pluck that the Romans were in the utmost peril ,
being unable to master the onset of the enemy.

B ut the Carthaginian general, observing that many
were falling in the battle, and that his object of
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BOOK I . 46 . 8 —47 . 3

ten of his fastest ships
,
and now he himself and his

whole army stood by the harbour waiting to see
what wou ld happen. The ships were waiting on
either side of the entrance as near as the shoals
would allow them to approach

,
their oars out and

ready to charge and capture the ship that was about
to sail out. But the Rhodian

,
getting under

weigh in the sight of all
,
so far ou tbraved the

Romans by his audacity and speed that not only
did he bring his ship and her whole crew out nu

hurt, passing the enemy
’s ships j u st as if they were

motionless
,
but after sailing on a short way, he

pu lled up without shipping his oars as if to challenge
the enemy

,
and f no one venturing to come out

against h im owing to the speed of his rowing
,
he

sailed off, after thus having with one ship su ccess
fully defied the whole Roman fleet. A fter this be
several times performed the same feat and was of
great service by continu ing to report at Carthage
the news of most u rgent importance

,
while at the

same time he kept up the spirits of the besieged
and stru ck terror into the Romans by his venture
someness . 47. What tended most to give him con
fidence was that from experience he had accu rately
noted the course to be followed through the shoal s
in entering. For as soon as he had crossed and come
into view

,
he would get the sea-tower on the Italian

side f

'

on his bows so that it covered the whole l ine of
towers turned towards Africa ; and this is the only
way that a vessel running before the wind can hit
the mou th of the harbour in entering. Several others
who had local knowledge

,
gaining confidence from the

Rhodian’s ” audacity
,
undertook to do the same,

and in consequence the Romans
,
to whom this was a

13 1
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BOOK I . 48 . 2 - 8

such violence and fury on the actual apparatu s for
advancing the engines, that it shook the protecting

pent-houses from their foundations and carried away
the wooden towers in front of these by its force.

During the gale it struck some oftheGreekmercenaries
that here was an admirable opportunity for destroying
the works

,
and they communicated their notion to the

general
,
who approved it and made all suitable pre

parations for the enterprise. The soldiers in several
bodies threw fire on the works at three separate

points. The whole apparatus being old and readily
inflammable

,
and the wi nd blowing very strongly on

the actual towers a/nd engines
,
the action of the flames

as they spread was most effective, whereas the efforts
of the Romans to succour and save the works were
quite the reverse, the task being most d ifficult. The

defenders were indeed so terrified by the outbreak
that they could neither real ize nor understand what
was happ ening, but half blinded by the flames and
sparks that flew in their faces and by the dense
smoke

,
many of them succumbed and fell

,
unable even

to get near enough to combat the actual conflagra
tion. The difficulties that the enemy encountered
for these various reasons were immense

,
while the

exertions of the incendiaries were correspondingly
facilitated. Everything that cou ld blind or injure
the enemy was blown into flame and pushed at them,

missiles and other obj ects hurled or discharged to

wound the rescuers or to destroy the works being
easily aimed because the throwers could see in front
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voyage was but a short one and the prospect of

booty seemed certain. After making these prepara
tions he put to sea about midnight unobserved by
the enemy, and at first sailed in close order with the
land on his right. At daybreak when the leading
ship s came into view sailing on Drepana, Adherbal

was at first taken by surprise at the unexpected sight,
but soon recovering his composure and understand
ing that the enemy had come to attack

,
he decided

to make every effort and incur every sacrifice rather
than expose himself to the certitude of a blockade.
He therefore at once col lected the crews on the

beach and summo ed by crier the mercenaries from
the city. On al l being assembled he tried in a few
words to impress on their minds the prospect of

victory if they risked a battle
,
and the hardship s of a

siege should they delay now that they clearly fore
saw the danger. Their Sp irit for the fight was readily
aroused

,
and on their calling on him to lead them on

and not delay
,
be thanked them, praised their zeal ,

and then ordered them to get on board at once
,
and

keep ing their eyes on his ship , to follow in his wake .

Having made these orders quite clear to them he
quickly got under weigh and took the lead

,
making

his exit close under the rocks on the opposite side
of the harbour from that on which the Romans were
entering. 50. Publius

,
the Roman commander, had

exp ected that the enemy would give way and would
be intimidated by his attack

,
but when he saw that

on the contrary they intended to fight him
,
and that

his own fleet was partly inside the harbour, partly at
the very mouth, and partly still sai ling up to enter,
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much surpassed the Romans in speed
,
owing to the

superior build of their ships and the better training
of the rowers

,
and their position was very favourable

to them
,
as they had freely developed their line in

the open sea . For if any ships found themselves hard
pressed by the enemy it was easy for them owing to
their speed to retreat safely to the open water and
from thence

,
fetching round on the ships that pursu ed

and fel l on them
,
they either got in their rear or

attacked them on the flank
,
and as the enemy then

had to turn round and found themselves in difficu lty
owing to the weight of the hu l ls and the poor
oarsmanship of the crews

,
they rammed them

repeatedly and s
’fink many. Again if any other

of their own ships were in peril they were ready
to render assistance with perfect secu rity to them
selves

,
as they were out of immediate danger and

could sail in open water past the stem s of their own
line . I t was

,
however

,
j ust the opposite with the

Romans
,
Those in distress could not retire back

wards
,
as they were fighting close to the land, and

the ships
,
hard pressed by the enemy in front, either

ran on the shal lows stern foremost or made for the
shore and grounded. To sail on the one hand
through the enemy’s line and then appear on the
stern '

of such of his ships as were engaged with
others (one of the most effective manoeuvres in
naval warfare) was impossible owing to the weight
of the vessels and their crews’ lack of skill . Nor

again cou ld they give assistance where it was
requ ired from astern

,
as they were hemmed in close

to the shore
,
and there was not even a small space

left for those who wished to come to the rescu e of
their comrades in distress. Such being their difficult
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BOOK 1. 52 . 6—53 . 7

having now a hundred and twenty ships and the
supp lies in about eight hundred transports. There
he entru sted half the transports and a few of the
war-ships to the Quaestors and sent them on, as he
was anxious to have what the troops requ ired con
veyed to them at once. He himself remained in
Syracuse waiting for the ships that were left behind
on the voyage from Messene and procuring addi
tional supplies and corn from the allies in the
interior.

53. At about the same time Adherbal sent the
prisoners from the naval battle and the captured
ships to Carthage

,
and giving Cartha lo his col leagu e

thirty vessels in addition to the seventy with which
he had arrived

,
dispatched him with orders to make

a sudden descent on the enemy’s ships that were
moored near L ilybaeum,

capture all he could and set
fire to the rest. When Carthalo acting on these
orders made the attack at dawn and began to bu rn
some of the ships and carry of? others

,
there was a

great commotion in the Roman camp. F or as they
rushed to rescue the ship s with loud cries, H imilco,
on the watch at L ilybaeum, heard them ,

and as

day was just beginning to break, he saw what was
happening, and sent out the mercenaries from the
town to attack the Romans also. The Romans were
now in danger from all sides and in no little or

ordinary distress. The Carthaginian admiral
,
having

made off with a few ships and broken up others,
shortly afterwards left L ilybaeum,

and after coasting
along for some distance in the direction of Heraclea
remained on the watch

,
as his design was to intercept
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BOOK I. 54. 2—55 . 1

look-outs again reported that the enemy were in
sight, put to sea and sailed with all haste, as he
wished to engage them at as great a distance as
possible from their own ships . Juniu s had sighted
the Carthaginian fleet for some time

,
and noticed

the number of their ships, but be neither dared to
engage them nor cou ld he now escape them

,
as they

were so near. He therefore diverted his course to a
rugged and in every way perilous part of the coast
and anchored there

,
thinking that, no matter what

happened to him, it would be preferable to his
whole force of ships and men falling into the hands
of the enemy. The Carthaginian admiral

, on seeing
what Junius had done , decided not to incur the risk
of approaching such a dangerous shore

,
but

,
gaining

a certain cape and anchoring off it, remained on the
alert between the two fleets

,
keeping his eye on both.

When the weather now became stormy
,
and they were

threatened with a heavy gale from the open sea, the
Carthaginian captains who were acquainted with
the locality and with the weather signs, and foresaw
and prophesied what was about to happen

,
persuaded

Carthalo to escape the tempest by rounding Cape
Pachynu s . He very wisely consented

,
and with great

labour they ju st managed to get round the cape and
anchor in a safe position. But the two Roman fleets,
caught by the tempest, and the coast affording no
shelter at all

,
were so completely destroyed that not

evexi the wrecks were good for anything. In this
unlooked for manner

,
then, the Romans had both

their fleets disabled .

55. Owing to this occurrence the hepes of the
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BOOK 1. 55 . 10—56 . 8

Jealously guarded both these positions, especially the
latter

,
in the conviction that by this means he would

securely hold the city and the whole mountain.

56. The Carthaginians shortly afterwards appointed
Hamilcar surnamed Barcas to the command and
entrusted naval operations to him. He started with
the fleet to ravage the Italian coast (this, I shou ld
say

,
was in the eighteenth year of the war) and

after laying waste Locris and the B ruttii quitted
those p arts and descended with his whole fleet on the
territory of Panormus. Here he seized on a place
called Hercte lying near the sea between Eryx and
Panormus, and though t to possess peculiar advantages
for the safe and pfolong ed stay of an army. It is an
abrupt hill rising to a considerable height from the
surrounding flat country. The circumference of its
brow is not less than a hundred stades and the
plateau within affords good pasturage and is su itable
for cu ltivation, being also favourably exposed to the
sea-breeze and qu ite free of animals dangerous to
life . On the side looking to the sea and on that
which faces the interior of the island, this plateau is
surrounded by inaccessible cl iffs, while the parts
between requ ire only a little slight strengthening.

There is also a knoll on it which serves for an
acropolis as well as for an excellent post of observa
tion over the country at the foot of the hill . Besides
th is

"
H ercte commands a harbour very well situated

for ships making the voyage from Drepana and Lily
baeum to Italy to put in at, and with an abundant
supply ofwater.

b The hil l has only three approaches,
4 NowMonte Pelleg rino.

This cannot be the harbour of Palermo, wh ich was in
the hands of the Romans , and must be looked for on the

opposite side of Monte Pellegrino.
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can be convey ed. Nothing was neglected ; neither
traditional tactics nor p lans suggested by the occasion
and by actual pressu re of circumstances

,
nor those

strokes which dep end on a bold and strong initiative.
Yet there were several reasons why no decisive suc
cess could be obtained . For the forces on each side
were evenly matched ; their trenches were so strong
as to be equally unapproachable, and the camp s were
at a qu ite small distance from each other , this being
the chief reason Why there were daily conflicts at
certain points , but no decisive engagement . The losses
in these combats consisted only of thosewho fell in the
hand-to-hand fighfi ng , while the side which once gave
way used to get out of danger at once behind their
defences

,
from whence they would issue again and

resume the fight.
58 . But Fortune, however, l ike a good ump ire,

unexpectedly shifted the scene and changed the
nature of the contest, confining both in a narrower
field

,
where the struggle grew even more desperate .

The Romans
,
as I said

,
had garrisons at Eryx on

the summit of the mountain and at the foot .
Hamilcar now seized the town which lies between
the summit and the spot at the foot where the
garrison was . The consequence of this was that the
Romans on the summit—a thing they had never
expected—remained besieged and in considerable
peril , and that the Carthaginians, though it is scarcely
credible

,
maintained their position though the enemy

were pressing on them from all sides and the con
veyance of suppl ies was not easy, as they only held
one place on the sea and one single road connecting
with it. However, here again both sides emp loyed
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but strike a deadly blow
,
was the only way of

bringing the war to a favourable conclusion. And
this they finally accomp lished. It was y ielding to
the blows of Fortune that they had retired from the
sea on the first occasion ; the second time it was
owing to their defeat at Drepana, but now they made
this third attemp t, and through it, by gaining a
victory and cutting off the supp l ies from the sea of

the Carthaginian army at Eryx, they put an end to
the whole war. The attempt was indeed of the
nature of a struggle for existence . For there were no
funds in the public treasury for this purpose ; but
yet, owing to the patriotic and generous sp irit of the
leading citizens

,
enough was found to carry out the

proj ect ; as either one, two, or three of them,
accord

ing to their means
,
undertook to provide a quin

quereme fully equipped on the understanding that
they would be repaid if all went well . In this way
a fleet of two hundred quinqueremes was rap idly got
ready, all built on the the model of the Rhodian’s
ship . They then appointed Gaius Lutatius to the
command and dispatched him at the beginning of

summer. Suddenly appearing off the coast of Sicily ,
he sei zed on the harbour of Drepana and the road
steads near L ilybaeum,

the whole Carthaginian navy
having retired to their own country. First of all he
constructed works round the city of Drepana and
made all preparations for its siege, but while continu
ing to prosecute this by every means in his power, he
foresaw that the Carthaginian fleet would arrive

,
and

was not forgetfu l of the original motive of the expedi
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sea too being heavy and rough. At first he hesitated
much what to do under the circumstances, but
reflected that if he risked an attack now that the
weather was stormy

,
he would be fighting against

Hanno and the naval forces alone and also against
heavily laden ship s, whereas if he waited for calm
weather and by his delay allowed the enemy to cross
and 30m the army, he would have to face ship s now
lightened and manageable as well as the p ick of the
land forces and above al l the bravery of Hamilcar
which was what they dreaded most at that time. He
therefore decided

/
not to let the present opportunity

slip . When he saw the Carthaginian ship s under full
sail he at once got under weigh . As his crews easily
mastered the waves owing to their good training, he
soon brought his fleet into a single l ine with their

prows to the enemy. 61 . The Carthaginians, seeing
that the Romans were intercepting their crossing,
lowered their masts and cheering each other on in
each ship closed with the enemy. As the outfit
of each force was just the reverse of what it had been
at the battle of Drepana, the result also was naturally
the reverse for each. The Romans had reformed
their’ system of shipbuilding and had also put ashore
all h eavy material except what was required for the
battle ; their crews rendered excellent service, as
their training had got them well together, and the
marines they had were men selected from the army
for their steadfastness. With the Carthaginians it
Was j ust the Opposite. Their ship s, being loaded,
were not in a serviceable condition for battle, while
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venturesome it seemed, unemployed, and if there
ever was a general who p ut to proof in a war every
chance of success

,
it was he . But now that fortunes

were reversed and there was no reasonable p rospect
left of saving the troop s under his command, he
showed his practical good sense in yielding to
circumstance and sending an embassy to treat for
p eace. For our op inion should be that a general
ought to be qualified to discern both when he is
victorious and when he is beaten. Lutatiu s readily
consented to negotiate

,
conscious as he was that the

Romans were by this time worn out and enfeebled
by the war

,
and he

,
s ucceeded in putting an end to

the contest by a
” treaty more or less as fol lows.

“ There shall be friendship between the Carthaginians
and Romans on the following terms if approved by
the Roman peop le . The Carthaginians to evacuate
the whole of Sicily and not to make war on Hiero
or bear arms against the Sy racusans or the allies of

the Syracusans . The Carthaginians to give up to
the Romans a ll prisoners without ransom . The
Carthaginians to pay to the Romans by instalments
in twenty y ears two thousand two hundred Euboean
talents. 63. But when these terms were referred
to Rome

,
the p eop le did not accep t the treaty, but

sent ten commissioners to examine the matter. On
their arrival they made no substantial changes in
the

"

terms
,
but only slight modifications rendering

them more severe for Carthage : for they reduced
the term of payment by one half, added a thousand
talents to the indemnity, and demanded the evacua
tion by the Carthaginians of all islands ly ing between
Sicily and Ita ly.
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Those
,
however

,
who are puzzled by this

,
will be

enabled to understand the reason clearly when we
come to deal with their political institutions

,
a

subj ect not to be treated incidentally by the writer
or followed inattentively by the reader . It offers a
noble Spectacle and one almost wholly unrevealed
hitherto

,
owing to the incompetence of the authors

who have dea lt with it
,
some of whom sinned from

lack of knowledge
,
while the account given by others

is wanting in clearness and entirely unprofitable . As
regards, however, the war of which we are speaking,
one will find its purpose and prosecution on the part of
the two states equally characterized on both sides by
enterprise

,
by loft/y

f

sp irit, and above al l by ambition
for supremacy. In individual courage indeed the
Romans were far superior

.

on the Whol é , but the
general to whom the palm must be given both for
daring and for genius is Hami lcar called Barcas , the
actua l father of that Hannibal Who afterwards made
war on the Romans.
65 . Shortly after this treaty it so happened that

both states found themselves placed in circumstances
pecu liarly similar. For at Rome there fol lowed a civil
war against the Falisci

,
but this they brought to a

speedy and favourable conclu sion
,
taking Falerii in

a few days. B ut the war the Carthaginians had to 241
face was no little or contemptible one, being against
theirmercenaries

,
the Numidians and those Libyans

who joined in the revolt. In this war they em

countered many great perils and finally were in

danger of losing not only their territory
,
but their

own liberty and the soil of their native town. For
several reasons I think it worth my while to
dwell on this war, and ,

according to the plan I
stated at the outset , to give a summary and brief
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partly because, owing to their recent outlay, they
were not very well off for money

,
and partly

because they were convinced that the mercenaries
would let them off part of their arrears of pay

,

once they had got them all collected in Carthage
,

detained them there on their arrival in this hope
,

confining them to the city. As they committed
frequent offences there both by night and by
day

,
the government in the first place

,
suspiciou s

of their numbers and their present licentiou s spirit
,

asked their commanding officers
,
until arrangements

had been made for paying them in fu ll and those
who were still missing had arrived

,
to withdraw

them all to a town/called Sicca, each man receiving
a gold stater for pressing expenses. The troops
readily consented to leave the capital

,
but wished to

leave their baggage there
,
as they had formerly

done
,
thinking that they would be soon returning

to be paid off. The Carthaginians, however, were
afraid lest

,
longing to be with their wives or children

after their recent protracted absence
,
they might in

many cases refuse to leave Carthage
,
or

,
if they did

,

wou ld come back again to their families
,
so that

there would be no decrease of outrages in the city.

In anticipation then of this
,
they compelled the

men
,much against their will and in a manner ca lcu

lated to cau se much offence
,
to take their baggage

with ' them. The mercenaries
,
when assembled in

Sicca
,
lived in a free and easy manner

,
having not

enjoyed for a long time relaxation of discipline
and leisure

,
things most prej udicial to a force raised

abroad
,
and nearly always the very arch-instigators

and sole cau ses of mutiny. At the same time , as

they had nothing else to do, some of them began
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wi ld beasts or men deranged , as happened in the
present case . Some of these troops were Iberians

,

some Celts
,
some Ligurians

,
and some from the

Balearic islands ; there were a good many Greek half
breeds

,
mostly deserters and slaves, but the largest

portion consisted of Libyans. It was therefore im
possible to assemble them and address them as a body
or to do so by any other means ; for how could the
general be expected to know all their languages ? And
again to address them through several interpreters

,

repeating the same thing fou r or five times
,
was

,
if

anything
,
more impracticable . The only means was

to make demands or—entreaties through their officers,
as Hanno conti ued to attempt on the present
occasion

,
and even these did not understand all that

was told them,
or at times, after seeming to agree

with the general, addressed their tr00ps in just the
opposite sense either from ignorance or from malice.
The consequ ence was that everything was in a state of
uncertainty, mistru st and confusion. For one thing

,

they thought the Carthaginians had acted pu rposely
in not communicating with them through the

generals who were acquainted with their per
formances in Sicily and who had made them the
promises of bounties, but in sending one who had
not been present on any of those occasions. At

length , then, refusing to treat wi th Hanno
,

thoroughly distru sting their divisional officers, and
highly indignant with the Carthaginians

,
they

marched on the capital and encamped at a distance
of abou t one hundred and twenty stades from
Carthage at the place called Tunis. They were
more than twenty thousand in number.
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at during the war. In short they always went on

devising some new claim
,
putting matters off so as

to make it impossible to come to terms
,
a great

many of them being disaffected and mutinous.
However

,
on the Carthaginians promising to con

cede everything in their power
,
they agreed to refer

the disputed points to one of the generals who had
been present in Sicily. Now to Hamilca r Barcas

,

with whom they had served there
,
they were ill

disposed
,
thinking that it was largely his fau lt that

they had been slighted
,
since he never came himself

as an envoy to them and was believed to have
resigned his command voluntarily. But being very
favou rably incl ined

’

to Gesco, who had been general
in Sicily and had been fu ll of attention to them in
other matters and in that of their transport, they
submitted the points in dispute to him . 69. G esco

,

on reaching Tunis by sea bringing the money
,
at

first conferred privately with the officers, and sub

sequently held meetings of the troops accord ing to
their nationalities. He rebuked them for their past
conduct

,
attempted to enlighten them about the

present
,
but most of all dwelt on the future, begging

them to show themselves well-disposed to those in
whose pay they had been from the outset. Finally
he proceeded to discharge their arrears, paying off

each
'

nationality separately. There was a certain
Camp anian, a runaway Roman slave , called S pend ius ,
a man of great physical strength and remarkable
courage in war. He was afraid of his master coming
to claim him

,
when

,
if given up , he wou ld by Roman

law be tortu red and put to death . He therefore
hesitated at nothing in his endeavour both by speech

1 87
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BOOK I. 69. 14 70. 7

for this reason no one dared any longer to exp ress
an Op inion , they appointed Mathos and Spendius
Generals .
70. Gesco saw how comp lete was the d isorg aniza

tion and distu rbance
,
but valuing more than any

thing the interest of his country and foreseeing that
if these troop s became utterly deaf to all considera
tions of humanity

,
Carthage would evidently be in

the gravest danger
,
he p ersisted, at great p ersonal

risk, in his conciliatory efforts, sometimes conferring
p rivately with their officers, and at other times sum
moning and addressing meetings of the separate
nations. The Libyans, however, had not y et received
their pay, and considering it overdue, came to him to
demand it in a very insolent manner, when Gesco,
think ing to rebuke their p resump tion, told them to
go and ask Mathos their General for it. This
aroused their anger to such a pitch , that without a
moment’s delay they , first of all

,
seized on what

money they could lay their hands on and next
arrested Gesco and the Carthaginians who were with
him. As for Mathos and Spendiu s , thinking that the
most expeditiou s means of setting war ablaze would
be to commit some violation of law or good faith

,

they co-operated in the excesses of the soldiery
,

p lundering the personal effects as well as the money
chests of the Carthagini ans , and after subjecting
Ge sco and those with him to the outrage of putting
them in fetters

,
gave them into custody. F rom thi s

time forward they were at Open war with Carthage ,
having bound themselves by certain impiou s oaths
contrary to the princip les recognized by all mankind.

Such then was the origin and beginning of the
war against the mercenaries, generally known as the
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BOOK I . 7 1 . 6—72 . 7

had been engaged at sea. They had not even
the means of providing supplies and not a single
hope of external assistance from friends or allies.
So it was now that they thoroughly realized how
great is the difference between a war against a
foreign state carried on over sea and civil discord
and disturbance .

72 . They had chiefly themselves to thank for all
these grievous mischances. During the former war
they had thought themselves reasonably j ustified
in making their government of the Libyans very
harsh . They had exacted from the peasantry

,
without

exception
,
half of their crops

,
and had doubled the

taxation of the town
'

smen without allowing exemption
from any tax or even a partial abatement to the
poor. They had applauded and honoured not those
governors who treated the people with gentleness
and humanity

,
but those who procured for Carthage

the
'

larg est amount of supplies and stores and used
the country people most harshly—Hanno for ex
ample . The consequence was that the male popu la
tion required no incitement to revolt—a mere
messenger was sufficient—while the women , who had
constantly witnessed the arrest of their husbands
and fathers for non-payment of taxes

,
so lemnly

bound themselves by oath in each city to conceal
none of their belongings , and stripp ing themselves
of “

their jewels contributed them ungrudgingly to
the war fund . Mathos and Spendius were thus so
well off that not only could they pay the soldiers
their arrears

,
as they had promised in inciting them

to mutiny, but found themselves furnished with
M p le means for a protracted war. This teaches us
that it is the right policy not only to look to the
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BOOK I . 74. 1 - 9

when it came to taking the field with his forces , he
was another man . He had no idea how to avail
himself of Opportunities and generally showed an en
tire lack of experience and energy. It was then that

,

as regards Utica, he began by coming to the help
of the besieged and terrifying the enemy by his
strong force of elephants

,
of which he had no less

than a hundred ; but when, in consequence of this,
he had a chance of gaining a decisive success

,
he

made such poor use of his advantage that he very
nearly brought a catastrophe on the besieged

, as

well as on himself. For bringing from Carthage
catapults, missiles and all requirements for a siege
and encamp ing

f before the city he undertook the
assault of the enemy’s entrenched camp . When the
elephants forced their way into the camp, the enemy
unable to face the weight of their attack all evacuated
it. Many of them were mangled and killed by the
elephants

,
but those who escaped rallied on a steep

hill overgrown with brushwood
,
relying on the

natural security of the position. Hanno had been
accustomed to fight with Numidians and Libyans,
who once they give way continue their flight for
two or three days

,
trying to get as far away as

possible . Thinking then
,
on the present occasion

too; that the war was over and he had secured a
complete victory he took no precaution for the
safety of his army and camp, but entered the city
and occupied himself with the care of his person .

The mercenaries, who had rallied on the hill, were
men schooled in the daring tactics of Barcas and
accustomed from their fighting in Sicily to make
in one day repeated retirements followed by fresh
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BOOK I. 75 . 4 76. l

the neck of land connecting Carthage with L ibya
is a chain of hills difficult of access and with several
passes to the country artificially cut in them .

Mathos had posted guards in all those spots which
were favourable for the passage of the hills . In
addition to this there is a river called Macaras ‘1

which shuts ofi in certain places the access from the

town to the country. This river is for the most part
unfordable owing to the vo lume of water , and there
is only one bridge , which Mathos had also secured ,
building a town at the bridg e -head. So that not
only was it impossible for the Carthaginians to reach
the country with / an army, but it was not even an
easy matter for single persons wishing to get through
to elude the vigilance of the enemy. Hamilcar

,

seeing all these obstacles
,
after passing in review

every means and every chance of surmounting this
difficulty about a passage

,
thought of the following

plan. He had noticed that when the wind blew
strongly from certain quarters the mouth of the
river got s ilted up and the passage became shallow
just where it falls into the sea. He therefore got
his force ready to march out

,
and keeping his pro

ject to himself, waited for this to occur. When the
right time came he started from Carthage at night,
and

”

without anyone noticing him, had by daybreak
got his army across at the place mentioned. Both
those in the city and the enemy were taken by
surprise

,
and Hamilcar advanced through the plain

making for the guardians of the bridge . 76

The same as Bag raclas .
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BOOK I . 76. 9 - 77. 6

About six thousand Libyans and mercenaries fell
and nearly two thousand were made prisoners . The
rest escaped , some to the town by the bridge and
some to the camp before Utica . Hamilcar

, successful
in this fashion ,

followed closely on the retreating
enemy and took by assault the town by the bridge

,
the

enemy in it deserting it andflying to Tunis . He next
traversed the rest of the country

,
winning over

some towns and taking others by assault . He

thus restored some confidence and courage to the
Carthaginians

,
delivering them in a measure from

their previous despondency .

77. Mathcs for his own part continued to prosecute
the siege ofHippacritae , advisingAutaritus , the leader
of the Gauls , and Spendius to harass the enemy ,

keeping away from the p lains owing to the numbers
of the cavalry and elephants opposed to them
but marching along the foothills parallel to the

Carthaginians and descending on them whenever
they were on difficult ground . While adopting this

p lan he at the same time sent messages to the
Numidians and Libyans

,
begging them to come to his

assistance and not lose the chance of gaining their
freedom . Spendius , taking with him from Tunis a
force of about six thousand men in all drawn from all
the tribes

,
advanced along the slopes parallel to

the Carthaginians . He had also with him Autaritus

and his Gauls numbering only about two thousand ,

the rest of the original corp s having deserted to
the Romans when encamped near Eryx . Hami lcar
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BOOK I . 78 . 8—79. 1

coming to him and his simple frankness at their

interview that not only d id he consent to associate

him in his undertakings but swore to gi ve him his

daughter in marriage if he remained loyal to Carthage.

The agreement having thus been made
,
Naravas

came in with the Numidians under his command,
abou t two thousand in number

,
and Hamilcar, thu s

reinforced
,
offered battle to the enemy. Sp endius,

after effecting a j unction with the Libyans, descended

into the plain and attacked the Carthaginians. The

battle was a stubborn
'

p ne, but ended in the victory

of Hamilcar
,
the elephants fighting well and Naravas

rendering brilliant services. Autaritus and S pend ius

escaped
,
but with the loss of about ten thou sand

killed and four thousand prisoners. After the victory

Hamilcar gave permission to those of the prisoners

who chose to j oin his own army, arming them with

the spoils of the fallen enemies ; those who were

unwilling to do so he collected and addressed saying

that up
'

to now he pardoned their offences
,
and

therefore they were free to go their several ways,
wheréver each man chose, but in future he threatened

that if any of them bore arms against Carthage he

would if captured meet with inevitable punishment.

79. About the same time the mercenaries who

garrisoned Sardinia, emulous of the exp loits ofMathos
211
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BOOK I . 79. 10—80. 4

advised them to keep careful guard over Gesco and
all the others whom they had

,
as above narrated

,

treacherously arrested at Tunis
,
since some persons

in the camp were negotiating with the Carthaginians
about their release. S pend iu s , seizing on this

pretext, begged them in the first p lace to have no
reliance on the Carthaginian general ’ s reported
clemency to the prisoners .

“ It is not
,
he said

,

with the intention of sparing their l ives that he has
taken this course regarding his captives, but by
releasing them he designs to get us into h is power,
so that he may take vengeance not on some

,
but on

all of us who trust/Him. Moreover
,
he warned them

to take care lest by giving up Gesco and the others
they incur the contempt of their enemies and
seriously damage their own situation by al lowing to
escape them so ab le a man and so good a general,
who was sure to become their most formidable enemy.

He had not finished his sp eech when in came another

post supposed to be from Tunis with a message
similar to that from Sardinia. 80. A utaritu s the
Gaul was the next sp eaker. He said that the only
hope of safety for them was to abandon al l rel iance
on the Carthaginians. Whoever continued to look
forward to clemency from them could be no true ally
of

”

their own . Therefore he asked them to trust
those

,
to give a hearing to those

,
to attend to those

only who bring the most hateful and bitterest
accusations against the Carthaginians

,
and to regard

speakers on the other side as traitors and enemies.
Finally, he recommended them to torture and put to
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BOOK I . 81 . 1 - 9

unhappy event , could take no action , but their
indignation was extreme , and in the heat of it they
sent messengers to Hamilcar and their other general
Hanno imp loring them to come and avenge the
unfortunate victims . To the assassins they sent
heralds begging that the bodies might be given up to
them . Not only was this request refused but the
messengers were told to send neither herald nor envoy
again

,
as any who came would meet with the same

punishment that had just befallen Gesco . With regard
to treatment of prisoners in the future , the mutineers
passed a resolution and engaged each other to torture
and kill every Carthaginian and send back to the
capital with his hands cut off every ally of Carthage ,
and this practice they continued to observe carefully .

No one looking at this would have any hesitation in
saying that not only do men ’s bodies and certain of

the ulcers and tumours afliicting them become so to
speak savage and brutalized and quite incurable, but
that this is true in a much higher degree of their
souls. In the case of ulcers, if we treat them, they
are sometimes inflamed by the treatment itself and
spread more rap idly, while again if we neglect them
they continue

,
in Virtue of their own nature

,
to eat

into the flesh and never rest until they have utterly
destroyed the tissues beneath. Similarly such
malignant lividities and putrid ulcers often grow in
the h uman sou l

,
that no beast becomes at the end

more wicked or cruel than man . In the case of men
in such a state, if we treat the disease by pardon and
kindness

,
they th ink we are scheming to betray them

or deceive them ,
and become more mi strustful and

hostile to their would-be benefactors , but if, on the
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BOOK I. 82 . 6 - 12

they suffered the total loss at sea in a storm ,
of the

supp lies they were conveying from the p lace they
call Emporia , supp lies on which they entirely relied o

for their commissariat and other needs. And again
,

as I said above, they had lost Sardinia, an island
which had always been of great service to them in
difficult circumstances. The severest blow of all,
however, was the defection of H ippacritae and Utica,
the only two cities in Libya which had not only
bravely faced the present war, but had gallantly
held out during the invasion of Agathocles and that
of the Romans ; indeed they never had on any
occasion given the,

.least sign of hostility to Carthage .
But now

,
apart from their unjustifiable defection

to the cause of the Libyans, their sympathies so
suddenly changed, that they exhibited the greatest
friendship and loyalty to the rebels, while beginning
to show every symp tom of passionate and determined
hatred of Carthage. After butchering the troop s
the Carthaginians had sent to assist them, about
five hundred in number

,
together with their com

mander, they threw all the bodies from the wall, and
surrendered the city to the Libyans. They would
not even give the Carthaginians the permission they
requested to bury their unfortunate compatriots.
Mathcs and Spendius in the meantime , elated by
these events

,
undertook the siege of Carthage itself.

Barcas had now been joined in the command by
Hannibal

,
the general whom the citizens had dis

patched to the army, on the soldiers voting that
Hanno should be the one to retire

,
when the decision

was left in their hands by the Carthaginians at the
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BOOK I. 83. 8 - 84. 6

the remaining p risoners from the Sicilian war and
henceforth gave p rompt and friendly attention to
all their requests . They gave p ermission to their
merchants to export al l requirements for Carthage,
but not for the enemy

,
and sh ortly afterwards, t n

the mercenaries in Sardinia on revolting from
Carthage invited them to occupy the island, they
refused . Again on the citizens of Utica offering to
surrender to them they did not accept, but held to
their treaty engagements.
The Carthaginians, then, on thus obtaining assist

ance from their friends continued to withstand the
siege. 84. But Math cs and Spendius were just as
much in the position of besieged as of besiegers.
Hamilcar had reduced them to such straits for
supp lies that they were finally forced to raise the
siege . A short time afterwards

,
collecting a p icked

force of mercenaries and Libyans to the number of
about fifty thousand and including Z arzas the Libyan
and those under his command

,
they tried again their

former p lan of marching in the open parallel to the
enemy and keep ing a watch on Hamilcar. They
avoid ed level ground, as they were afraid of the
elephants and Naravas

’ horse
,
but they kep t on

try ing to anticipate the enemy in occupy ing positions
on the hills and narrow passes . In th is campaign
they were qui te equal to the enemy in terms of assault
and enterprise , but were often worsted owing to their
want of tactical skill . This was , it seems , an oppor

tunity for seeing by the light of actual fact , how
much the methods gained by experience and the
skill of a general , differ from a soldier ’s inexperience
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BOOK I . 85. 2 - 86. 3

give themselves up to the enemy and discuss terms
with Hamilcar. They therefore dispatched a herald,
and when they had obtained leave to send envoys

,

they went, ten in all, to the Carthaginians. The
terms Hamilcar made with them were

,
that the

Carthaginians might choose from the enemy any ten

they wished
,
the remainder being free to depart

with one tunic ap iece. These terms having been
agreed to, Hamilcar at once said that by virtue of

them he '

chose the ten envoys. By this means the

Carthaginians got into their powerAutaritu s, Spendiu s,

and the other p p
‘

fr
’

fcipal leaders. The Libyans
,
when

they learnt of their officers’ arrest, thought they had
been betray ed, as they were ignorant of the treaty,
and rushed to arms

,
but Hamilcar, surrounding them

(more than forty thousand) with his elephants and the
rest of his forces , cut them all to pieces . This occurred
near the p lace called the Saw it got this name from
its resemblance to the tool so called.

86. By this achievement Hamilcar again made
the Carthaginians very hop eful of better fortune

,

although by this time they had nearly gi ven up all

for lost. In conjunction with Naravas and Hannibal

he now raided the country and its towns. The

Libyans in general gave in and went over to them
owing to the recent victory , and after reducing most of
the cities , the Carthaginians reached Tunis and began
to besiege Mathcs . Hannibal encamped on the side of
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BOOK 1. 87 . 3 - 88 . 2

and by all their remaining citizens of military age
,

whom they had armed as a sort of forlorn hope.
They enjoined these comml ssmners to put an end by
all means in their power to the two generals ’ long
standing quarrel , and to force them,

in view of the
circumstances, to be reconciled. The senators

,
after

they had brought the generals together
,
pressed

them with so many and varied arguments
,
that at

length Hanno and Barcas were obliged to yield and
do as they requ ested. After their reconciliation
they were of one mind

,
and consequently everything

went as well as ,the Carthaginians cou ld wish, so
that Mathos

,
unsuccessful in the many partial engage

ments which took place around the place called Leptis
and some other cities

,
at length resolved to decide

matters by a general battle
,
the Carthaginians being

equally anxious for this . B oth sides then , with this
purpose , called on all their allies to join them for the
battle and summoned in the garrisons from the towns

,

as if about to stake their all on the issue . When they
were each ready to attack

,
they drew up their

armies confronting each other and at a preconcerted
signal closed . The Carthaginians gained the victory

,

most of the Libyans falling in the battle
,
while

the
‘u

rest escaped to a certain city and soon afterwards
surrendered

, but Mathos himself was taken by the
enemy.
88 . The rest of Libya at once submitted to

Carthage after the battle
,
but Hippocritae and Utica
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BOOK I . 88 . 11—12
last war, were in every respect il l-fitted at this
moment to resume hostilities with Rome . Yielding
therefore to ci rcumstances

,
they not only gave up

Sardinia
,
bu t agreed to pay a fu rther sum of twelve

hundred talents to the Romans to avoid going to

war for the present . Such then was the nature of
these events .
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nine years of ag e, he crossed the straits of Gibraltar
and applied himself to subj ugating Spain to the
Carthaginians. In this country he spent abou t nine 238
years during which he redu ced many Iberian tribes
to obedience either by force of arms or by diplomacy

,

and finally met with an end worthy of his high
achievements

,
dying bravely in a battle against one

of the most warlike and powerful tribes
,
after freely

exposing his person to danger on the field . The
Carthaginians handed over the command of the army
to Hasdrubal his son- in-law and chief naval officer.
2 . It was at Ahis period that the Romans first

crossed with an army to Illyria and that part of
Europe . This is a matter not to be lightly passed
over, but deserving the seriou s attention of those
who wish to gain a true view of the purpose of this
work and of the formation and growth of the Roman
dominion. The Ci rcumstances which decided them 233

to cross were as follows : Agron, king of I llyria,
B ' C‘

was the son of Pleuratu s
,
and was master of stronger

land and sea forces than any king of Illyria before
him. Demetriu s

,
the father of Philip V. had indu ced

him
'

by a bribe to go to the assistance of the town
of Medion which the A etolians were besieging.

The Aetolians being unable to persuade the Medich
ians to join their leagu e

,
determined to reduce them

by force. Levying all their forces they encamped
round the city and strictly besieged it, employing
every forcible means and every device. The date

2433
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hoplites and cavalry on the level ground just in front
of their lines, they occupied with a portion of their
cavalry and their light-armed infantry certain favour
able positions ou the heights in front of the camp.
The I llyrians, charging the light infantry, drove
them from their positions by their superior force and
the weight of their formation

,
compelling the sup

porting body of cavalry to fall back on the heavy
armed troops. After this

,
having the advantage of

attacking the latter, who were drawn up on the
plain

,
from higher ground

,
they speedily put them

to flight
,
the Medionians also j oining in the attack

from the city. They kil led many Aetolians and
took a still larger number of prisoners, capturing all
their arms and baggage. The Illyrians, having thus
executed the orders of their ki ng, carried off to
their boats the baggage and other booty and at once
set sail for home . The Medionians, thus unex

pectedly saved, met in assembly and discussed,
among other matters

,
that of the proper inscription

for the shields. They decided, in parody of the
Aetolian decree

,
to inscribe them as won f rom and

not by the present A etolian chief magistrate and

the c andidates for next year’s office. It seemed as

if
_ ,
what had befallen this people was designed by

Fortune to display her might to men in general.
For in so brief a space of time she put it in their
power to do to the enemy the very thing which
they thought the enemy were just on the point of
doing to themselves. The unlooked-for calamity of

the A etolians was a lesson to mankind never to
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BOOK H . 5 . 4 - 6 . 1

in numbe r, at present in the employ of the Ep irots .

They approached these Gauls with a proposal for the
betrayal of the city

,
and on their agreeing

,
they

landed and captured the town and its inhabitants by
assau lt with the help from within of the Gauls.
When the Epirots learnt of this they hastened to
come to help with their whole force. On reaching
Phoenice they encamped with the river that runs
past the town on their front, removing the planking
of the bridge so as to be in safety. On news reach
ing them that S cerdila

’

idas with five thousand
Illyrians was approaching by land through the pass
near Antigonia,

’

they detached a portion of their
force to guard Antigonia, but they themselves
henceforth remained at their case, faring plenteously
on the produce of the country, and quite neglecting
night and day watches . The Illyrians, learning of

the partition of the Epirot force and of their general
remissness

,
made a night sortie , and replacing

planks on the bridge
,
crossed the river in safety and

occupied a strong position where they remained for
the r st of the night. When day broke, both armies
drew up their forces in front of the town and
engaged. The battle resulted in the defeat of the
Ep irots , many of whom were k illed and still more
taken prisoners, the rest escaping in the di rection of

Atintania.

6. The Epirots, having met with this misfortune
and lost all hope in themselves, sent embassies to the
Aetolians and to the Achaean league imploring their
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BOOK II. 6 . 11—7 . 9

not only to have acted now towards their benefactors
without judgement, but to have blundered from
the outset in the management of their own affairs.
7. For we are but men, and to meet with some un
expected blow is not the sufferer

’s fault
,
but that of

Fortune and those who inflict it on him ; but when
we involve ourselves by sheer lack of judgement and
with our eyes open in the depth of misfortune,
everyone acknowledges that we have none to blame
but ourselves. It is for this reason that those whom
Fortune leads astray meet with p ity , pardon and

help , but if their failures are due to their own

indiscretion
,
all

[
right - thinking men blame and

reproach them. And in this case the Greeks wou ld
have been amply justified in their censure of the
Epirots . To begin with would not anyone who is
aware of the general reputation of the Gauls, think
twice before entrusting to them a wealthy city, the
betrayal of which was easy and profitable ? In the
second place who would not have been cautious in
the case of a company with such a bad name ? First
of all they had been expelled from their own country
by a general movement of their fellow-countrymen
owing to their having betrayed their own friends and
kinsmen . Again

,
when the Carthaginians, hard

p ressed by the war, rece ived them,
they first ava iled

themselves of a dispute about pay between the soldiers
andgenerals to p illage the cityofAgrig entum ofwhich
they formed the garrison ,

being then above three
thousand strong . Afterwards , when the Carthaginians
sent them on the same service to Eryx

,
then besieged

by the Romans
,
they attemp ted to betray the city

and those who were suffering siege in their company,
and when this p lan fell through, they deserted to
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BOOK II . 8 . 4 13

was twice as eager as before to molest the Greeks
.

For the present , however , she had to defer her
projects owing to the disturbance in her own
dominions ; she had speedily put down the Illyrian
revolt , but was engaged in besieging Issa

,
which

alone still refused to submit to her
,
when the Roman

ambassadors arrived by sea . Audience having been
granted them , they began to speak of the outrages com
mitted against them . Teuta

,
during the whole inter

view , listened to them in a most arrogant and over
bearing manner, and when they had finished speaking

,

she said she would see to it that Rome suffered no
public wrong from

/
I l lyria , but that, as for private

wrongs , it was contrary to the custom of the Illyrian
kings to hinder their subj ects from winning booty
from the sea . The younger of the ambassadors was
very indignant at these words of hers

,
and spoke out

with a frankness most proper indeed
, but highly

inopportune O Teu ta,
” he said

,
the Romans have

an admirable cu stom , which is to punish publicly the
doers of private wrongs and publicly come to the
help of the wronged . Be su re that we will try , God
willing

,
by might and main and right soon

,
to force

thee to mend the custom toward the Illyrians of their
kings .” Giving way to her temper like a woman and
heedless of the consequences

,
she took this frankness

ill
,
and was so enraged at the speech that , defying

the lawof nations
,
when the ambassadors were leaving

in their ship
,
she sent emissaries to assassinate

the one who had been so bold of speech . On the
news reaching Rome

,
the woman’s outrage created

great indignation and they at once set themselves to

prepare for an expedition
, enrolhng leglons and

getting a fleet together.
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BOOK II. 9. 9—10. 7

their homes by the Illyrians. The two Leagues
,
after

listening to the envoys, consented to their request,
and both joined in manning the ten decked ship s
belonging to the Achaeans. In a few day s they were
ready for sea and sailed for Corcyra in the hope of
ra ising the siege. 10. The Illyrians

,
now reinforced

by seven decked ship s sent by the Acarnanians in
comp liance with the terms of their treaty, put to sea
and encountered theAchaean ships off the island called
Paxi. The Acarnanians and those Achaean ship s
which were told off to engage them fought with no
advantage on either side, remaining undamaged in
their encounter eifcept for the wounds inflicted on

some of the crew. The Illyrians lashed their boats
together in batches of four and thus engaged the
enemy. They sacrificed their own boats

, p resenting
them broadside to their adversaries in a position
favouring their charge, but when the enemy

’s ship s
had charged and struck them and getting fixed in
them, found themselves in difficulties, as in each
case the four boats lashed together were hanging on

to their beaks , the marines leapt on to the decks of

the Achaean ship s and overmastered them by their
numbers . In this way they captured four quadriremes
and sunk with all hands a quinquereme

,
on board of

which was Margus of Caryneia , a man who up to the
end served the Achaeans most loyally. The ship s
that were engaged with the Acarnanians

,
seeing the

success of the Illyrians, and trusting to their sp eed,
made sail with a fair wind and escaped home in
safety. The Illyrian forces, highly elated by their
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BOOK II . 1 1 . 6—16

friendship, set sail for Apollonia, Demetrius in fu ture
acting as their guide . Simu ltaneously Postumius

was bringing across from Brundisium the land forces
consisting of about twenty thousand foot and two
thou sand horse . On the two forces uniting at
Apollonia and on the people of that city likewi se
agreeing to put themselves under Roman protection,
they at once set off again

,
hearing that Ep idamnus

was being besieged. The I llyrians
,
on hearing of

the approach of the Romans
,
hastily broke up

the siege and fled.
,
The Romans, taking Ep idamnu s

also under thei{ protection
,
advanced into the

interior of Illyria , subduing the Ardiaeans ontheirway .

Many embassies met them,
among them one from

the Parth ini offering unconditional su rrender. They
admitted this tribe to their friendship as well as the
Atintanes, and advanced towards Issa which was also
being besieged by the Illyrians. On their arrival
they forced the enemy to raise the siege and took
the I ssaeans also under their protection. The fleet
too took several Illyrian cities by assault as they
sailed along the coast , losing, however , at Nutria
not only many soldiers , but some of their mili
tary tribunes and their quaestor . They also
captured twenty boats which were conveying the
plunder from the country. Of the besiegers of

Issa those now in Pharos were allowed , through
Demetrius’ influence , to remain there unhurt , while
the others dispersed and took refuge at Arbo .

Teuta , with only a few followers , escaped to
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BOOK II . 12 . 7—13. 8

Such were the circumstances and cau ses of the
Romans crossing for the first time with an army to
Illyria and those parts of Europe, and of their first
coming into relations through an embassy with
Greece. But having thus begun

,
the Romans

immediately afterwards sent other envoys to Athens
and Corinth , on which occasion the Corinthians first
admitted them to participation in the Isthmian
games .
13. We have said nothing of affairs in Spain

during these years“ Hasdrubal had by his wise
and practical administration made great general
progress

,
and by the foundation of the city called

by some Carthage
,
and by others the New Town

, 223

made a material contribu tion to the resources of

Carthage, especially owing to its favourable posi
tion for action in Spain or Libya . On a more
suitable occasion we will describe its position and

point out th e services it can render to both these
countries. The Romans

,
seeing that Hasdrubal was

in a fair way to create a larger and more formidable
empire than Carthage formerly possessed

,
resolved

to begin to occupy themselves with Spanish affairs.
Finding that they had hitherto been asleep and had
allowed Carthage to build up a powerful dominion

,

they tried, as far as possible, to make up for lost
time. For the present they did not venture to

impose orders on Carthage, or to go to war with her,
because the threat of a Celtic invasion was hang
ing over them, the attack being indeed expected
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BOOK II . 149. 5—12

apex of the triangle, formed by the meeting of these
two sides

,
is the southernmost cape of Italy known

as Cocynthu s and separating the Ionian Strait from
the Sicilian Sea. The remaining or northern and
inland side of the triangle is bounded continuou sly
by the chain of the Alps which beginning at
Marseilles and the northern coasts of the Sardinian
Sea stretches in an unbroken line almost to th e head
of the whole Adriatic

,
only failing to join that sea

by stopping at qu ite a short distance from it. At

the foot of this chain, which we shou ld regard as

the base of the triangle, on its sou thern side, lies
the last plain of all Italy to the north . It is with this
that we are now concerned , a plain surpa ssing in
fertility any other in Europe with which we are

acquainted. The general shape of the lines that
bound this plain is l ikewise triangu lar. The apex
of the triangle is formed by the meeting of the
Apennines and Alps not far from the Sardinian Sea
at a point above Marseilles . Its northern side is

,
as

I have said
,
formed by the Alps themselves and is

about two thou sand two hundred stades in length,
the southern side by the Apennines which extend
for

'

a distance of three thou sand six hundred stades .
The base of the whole triangle is the coast of the
Adriatic

,
its length from the city of Sena “ to the

head of the gu lf being more than two thou sand five
hundred stades ; so that the whole circumference of

S inig lia .
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describing
,
is inhabited in the former case by the

Transalpine Gau ls and in the latter by the Taurisci,
Agones and several other barbarou s tribes. Trans

alpine is not a national name but a local one, trans
meaning beyond

,
and those beyond the Alps being

so called . The summits of the A lps are quite unin

habitable owing to their ruggedness and the quantity
of snowwhich always covers them . 16. TheApennines,
from their junction with the A lps above Marseil les,
are inhabited on both slopes

,
that looking to the

Tyrrhenian sea an
/
d that turned to the plain, by the

Ligurians whose territory reaches on the seaboard-side
as far as Pisa

,
the first city of western Etruria

,
and

on the land side as far as Arretium.

“ Next come the

Etru scans
,
and after them both slopes are inhabited

by the Umbrians. After this the Apennines
,
at a

distance of abou t five hundred stades from the

Adriatic
,
qu it the plain and

,
turning to the right

,

pass along the centre of the rest of Italy as far as the
Sicilian sea, the remaining flat part of this side of the

triangle continuing to the sea and the city of Sena.

The
"

r1ver Po
,
celebrated by poets as the Eridanu s

,

rises in the Alps somewh ere near the apex of the
triangle and descends to the plain, flowing in a

southerly direction. On reaching the flat ground
,
it

takes a turn to the East and flows through the plain.

Arezzo.
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BOOK II . 16 . 15—17 . 9

this, especially as Timaeus has shown much ignorance
concerning the district.

17. The Etru scans were the oldest inhabitants of
this plain at the same period that they possessed also
that Phleg raean plain in the neighbourhood of Capua
and Nola, which, accessible and well known as it is
to many, has such a repu tation for fertility. Those
therefore who wou ld know something of the

dominion of the Etru scans shou ld not look at the
country they now inhabit

, but at these plains and the
resources they drew thence. The Celts , being close
neighbours of the Etruscans and associating much
with them, cast covetous eyes on their beautiful
country

,
and on /

é . small pretext
,
suddenl y attacked

them with a large army and
,
expelling them from

the plain of the Po
,
occupied it themselves. The

first settlers at the eastern extremity, near the source
of the Po, were the L aevi and L ebecii, after them
the Insubres, the largest tribe of all, and next these,
on the bank s of the river, the Cenomani . The part
of the plain near the Adriatic had never ceased to
be in the possession of another very ancient tribe
called the Veneti

,
differing slightly from the Gauls

in cu stoms and costume and speaking another
language. About this people the tragic poets
tell many marvellous stories. On the other bank
of the Po, by the Apennines, the first settlers begin
ning from the west were the Amares and next them
the Boii. Next the latter, towards the Adriatic,
were the L ingones and lastly, near the sea, the
Senones.
These are the names of the principal tribes that

settled in the district. They lived in unwal led
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BOOK II . 18 . 6—19. 4

after the occupation of Rome
,
the Celts again

appeared before A lba wi th a large army , and the
Romans on this occasion did not venture to meet
them in the field

,
because

,
owing to the suddenness

of the attack, they were taken by surprise and had
not had time to anticipate it by collecting the forces
of their allies. But when

,
twelve years later

,
the 348

Celts again invaded in great strength
,
they had early

word of it
,
and

,
assembl ing their allies

,
marched

eagerly to meet them
,
wishing for nothing better

than a decisive battle. The Gau ls
,
alarmed by the

Roman advance and at variance among themselves,
waited until nightfal l and then set off for home,
their retreat resembling a flight. After this panic,
they kept quiet for thirteen years, and then, as they
saw how rap idly the power of the Romans was 334
growing, they made a formal peace with them, to the
terms of which they adhered steadfastly for thirty
years. 19. But then, when a fresh movement
began among the Transalp ine Gauls, and they feared 299

they would have a big war on their hands, they
deflected from themselves the inroad of the migrating
tribes by bribery and by p leading their kinship , but
they incited them to attack the Romans

,
and even

joined them in the exp edition . They advanced
through Etruria

,
the Etruscans too uniting with

them
,
and

,
after collecting a quantity of booty, retired

quite safely from the Roman territory
,
but, on

reaching home
,
fell out with each other about division

of the spoil and succeeded in destroying the greater

part of their own forces and of the booty itself.
This is quite a common event among the Gauls, when
they have appropriated their neighbour

’s p rop erty,
chiefly owing to their inordinate drinking and
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BOOK II . 20. 2 - 2 1 . 2

marched out in ful l force . The united armies gave 282
battle to the Romans near Lake Vad imon

,
and in

this battle most of the Etruscans were cut to p ieces
while only quite a few of the Boii escap ed. But

,

notwithstanding, in the very next year these two

peop les once more combined and arming their young
men

,
even the mere strip l ings, again encountered the

Romans in a p itched battle . They were utterly
defeated and it was only now that their courage at
length gave way and that they sent an embassy to
sue for terms and made a treaty with the Romans.
This took p lace three years before the crossing of

Pyrrhus to Italy and five years before the destruction
of the Gauls at Delphi ; for it really seems that at
this time Fortune

-

afflicted all Gauls al ike with a sort
of ep idemic of war. From all these struggles the
Romans gained two great advantages. In the first

p lace, having become accustomed to be cut up by
Gauls

,
they could neither undergo nor exp ect anymore

terrible exp erience, and next, owing to this, when
they met Pyrrhus they had become p erfectly trained
athletes in war, so that they were able to daunt the
courage of the Gauls before it was too late

,
and

henceforth could give their whole mind first to the
fight with Pyrrhus for Italy and afterwards to the
maintenance of the contest with Carthage for the

possession of Sicily .

2 1 . After these reverses, the Gauls remained
quiet and at peace with Rome for forty-five y ears.
But when

,
as time went on

,
those who had actually

witnessed the terrible struggle were no more, and a
younger generation had taken their p lace, full of

unreflecting passion and absolutely without experi

291



THE H ISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

3 7 39 KaKoiJ
'

Ka i. 77050759 a 7
5

9L9 fipfawo

7 3 Ka06<77 <37 <1 KLVGEVf
a

3 <fi75<nV 6X6 L '

y L
'

V609a L, Ka i.

Ta 75V60'9a L
,
716V 6K 7 <3V 7

'

vXoV7
'wV 77p<59 Pwp a Lovg ,

4 677L0'

77a 09a L 36 7 009 6K 7 <3V
"

AA776<0V PaA<57 <19 .

,
L1 6V 00V 77p 0]! X<0p L9

7 00
7
7A7590759 3L d 757'c3v 7

'

<3V

75y0v/1 6
'

V<0V 6V a 770pp777
'

0L9 6 77pa7
'

7
'

67
'

o 7 3. 77p06 Lp75

5 p éva . 3L<5 Ka i. wapay evop e
’

vwv 7 L3V TpaVGaAmv

Ap LLvov M6 115. SUd GwS‘ , 7 31

77A75O7) 7 <3V B0L<0V Ka i. 77p<59 7 6 7 0759

6av7'

<3V 77p0607 <37 <1 9 Ka L 7rp<5g 7 0759 77apay 6yovo
'

7
'

a g ,

<1 V6 LA0V p 6V L3Lovg Ba oLAeLs
"

AT LV Ka L PdAa

TOV, Ka 7
'

6
'

K07/7aV 3
’

dAA75A0719 , o vaA<5V7 69 6K 77apa

6 37 6 375Ka i Ka7 <5<pofl0L yGVéy GVOt
7 75V 6<po30V, 67575A90V p erd ovV6

'

V7
'

69

36 7 75V a 759a L
'

p67
'

0V K07 flopdV 7 L3V FaAa7 <3V,

7 a09L9 639 7 75V 07K6 LaV. 11 67 36 7 0v

TOV 7
'

<5V <6<5fiov 6 7 6 L M<5pK0v A 6 77 6
'

3ov orpa

my03V7 09 , Ka 7 '

6KA77povx770
'

aV 6V I
‘

aAaT L
'

a
'

Pwp a im
7 75V I I LK6V7'

L
'

V77V wpooay opevop e
'

vnv m av, 65 69
VLK750<1V7 6 9 656,80.o 7 0759 Z 75V<0V<1 9 wpooayopevop é

8 V009 F dA<1 7 a 9 , F <1 Lov (DAap LVLov 7 a 757 '

77V 7 7)V
ayw

'

y LaV g um/77007571 6300 Ka L 770AL7'

6 7aV, 77V 375 Ka L

059
"

6 7709 6 L77 6 LV <pa 7
'

6ov apXm/dv [1 6V y 6
V609<1 L 677L X6 Lp0V 7 ou 37557100 Lam-

pogbfig ,
a Z'rLfaV 36 Ka i. {1.e 7 av7

'

a 770A6
'

,
L1 00 0007 <5V7 09

9 a 757
'

o
'

i9 77p<59 7 0759 77p06 Lp7751 6
'

V009 . 770AA0L p 6V ydp
7

'

<3V F aAa7 <3v 757763750V7'0 7 75V 77p0. LV, pp
w-‘

ra 3

0L B OLOL, 3L<5 715 O
'

UV
'

T Gpp Ol/GLV 7 75 7
'

<3V Pwp a L
'

wV

X<0p <1 , 075X 75776p 75y 6p 0VL
'

a 9
"

67 L Ka L 3v

V<107 6 L<1 9 P<051 <1 7009 7 3V 7rp<5g 07757-07
5

9 770L75<7a <79<1 L
we y ov, aAA 75776p v aXepovg 6§av<1 07 a06<09 Ka L

KaT a gtflopd9 .

292



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


THE HISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

22
A

AL<577 6p 6 7596079 7 3. 571 6
5

5 407 0 7 <3V 69V<3V, 7 6 7 6

7 <3V IV0<5
p
LBpwV K<1 L B0L<0V, 0vp <6p0V750<1V7 a 3L6 77 6

'

;L

770V7 0 77p<59 7 0759 K07 7 a 9
"

AA77 6 L9 K<1 L 776p L 7 <5V

P03aV<5V 7707 051 <5V K<1 7 0LKovV7 <1 9 F aA<1 7 <19 , 77p00<1y0
~

p600/1 6
'

V0779 36 3La 7 3
1
1 10900 07 pa 7 6 756 LV I

‘

<1 L0
'

a 7 ov9

2 75'

y ap A6§L9 av7 7y 7 007 0 Unp
a fveL KvpL<09 . <0V 7 0L9

fia oLAevoL KoyKoAL7 aV<p Ka L AV77p0607 <p 77<1pav7 LKa

p 6V v oL
'

ov 77p07 6 75V<1 V7 6 9 77A7
'

5909 , 6 L
’

9 7 3 [1 6Ao

3
’

7577036 LKV75V7 6 9 7 3 5716516909 7 759 6 753<1 L

[1 0V7571 9 Ka i 77A7
'

5909 7 <3V 7577<LpfOV7 <0V 0757 029 dy a

903V, 637V Kp
H

<1 7 750<00L, 77pov7 p 6
'

770V7 0 Ka i 77 <1p<0§vV0V

3 7rp <5g 7 75V 677L Pwp a fovg 07 pa7 6 7507V. p <13L<09 3 6776 L

007V, a ,
11 <1 7 0L9 7TpO€LpThlL€VOL$ 3L3<5V7 6 9 7L6V 7 0 77L07 <1

77 6p L 7 779 0.757 L3V ovpa L
'

a g , 36 7 759
4 7 <3V L375<0V 7Tp0

‘

y OVCUV 77p <5§6 <09 0757 0759 6V 75 K6 LV0L

07 pa 7 6 750<1 V7 6 9 075 ;1 <5VOV 6VLK7700V a <5/1 6V0L P<0

,
LLa Lovg , aAA<1 K<1 L {L67 0 7 75V d 77

v 65 696630v Ka7

5 60X0V 0L757 75V 7 75V P<0571 75V
°

y 6V<5,71 6V0L 36 Km. 7 <3V

757TapX<5V7 <0V a 770V7 <0V 6p a 7 6 L9 , K<1 L 7 779 77<5A6<09
0757 779 6777 3 571

757 09 Kvp L6 750<1V7 6 9 , 7 6A09 696A0V7 L Ka L

“6715. XdpL7 09 77<1p<13<5V7 6 9 7 75V 776ALV, d
’flpavo7 0L K3.

(Tu/6 39 6X0V7 69 7 75V <3¢6A6 L<1V 6 759 7 75V 0L
’

K6 75<1V 677
6 <1V75A90V. <0V <1 K0750V7 6 9 0L 7repL 07757 0759 75y 6p0V6 9

6 77L 7 75V 07 p <1 7 6 L<1V (007 6 571 7736

7707 6 “757 6 77A6 L009 ,
71 757 6V3o§07 6pov9 71 757 6 a p

7 6p009 <1 V3p<1 9 6£€A0€ LV 6K 7 0757 <0V 7 <3V 7 <577<0V 7 779

7 PaA<1 7 L<1 9 . K<1 7 <1 36 7 07
5

9 Ka Lp07
5

9 7 0757 009 P<01.La L01

7 d. p 6V dK0750V7 6 9 , 7 d. 36 p 6
'

A

A0V, 6 L9 96658009 6V677L777 0V 0vV6X6 L9 K<1 L 7 ap <1X<579

3 677 7 7 000737 0V 7707 6 7L6V a 7 p<1 7 <577e3a

956W Ka L 0 757 OU K<1 L 7 <3V 677 L7 7736 L<0V 770L6 L09<1 L 770p0.

0K6 77059 , 7707 6 36 Ka i 3vV<5p 6 L9 6§<5y 6 LV 6772 7 0759
294



BOOK I I. 22 . 1—8

22 . The two largest tribes, therefore, the
‘Insubres 231

and Boii, made a league and sent messengers to the
Gauls dwelling among the A lps and near the Rhone,
who are called Gaesatae becau se they serve for hire,
this being the proper meaning of the word. They
urged and incited their kings Concolitanu s and
Aneroestus to make war on Rome , offering them
at present a large sum in gold , and as to the future ,
pointing out to them the great prosperity of the
Romans

,
and the vast wealth that would be theirs

if they were victorious. They had no difficu lty in
persuading them, as, in addition to all this, they
pledged themselves to be loyal alli es and reminded
them of the achievement of their own ancestors

,

who had not only overcome the Romans in combat
,

but, after the battle, had assau lted and taken Rome
itself

,
possessing thems elves of all it contained

,

and
,
after remaining masters of the city for seven

months
,
had finally given it up of their own free will

and as an act of grace, and had returned home with
their spoil

,
unbroken and unscathed. When the

kings had been told all this, they became so eager
for the expedition that on no occasmn has that
district of Gaul sent out so large a force or one

composed of men so di stinguished or so warlike. All

this time
,
the Romans, either hearing what was

happening or di vining what was coming, were in such
a state of constant alarm and unrest, that at times we
find them busy enrolling legions and making provision
of corn and other stores, at times marching to the



THE HISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

3p009 , 0
5

9 75375 770p<5V7 <0V 6 759 7 75V x<75p0V 7 <3V 770A6

pLL
'

<0V, K6KLV77K07 <0V 6K 7 759 075K6 L
'

09 7 <0V K6A

9 7 <3V. 075K 6A0XL07 0 36 00V75py 7506 K0L K0px7530

V75OL9 7 007 0 7 0 KLV
'

INLG 77p09 7 0 K07 00K60050'

0000L

10 K07 L5 7 75V Ifla av 00050A<39 .

5

’

P<0;1 0 L0L
'

yap , <09 K0L

77p<50
'

6V 7571 LV 6
’

L
'

p 757 07, Kp L
'

V0V7 6 9 0V0yK0L<57 6p0 7 007 0

3L<5 7 0 77p<59 7 0 L9 77A60p0 L9 0757 <3V 757705pX6 LV 770p0p0V

75V0yK<5Z0V7 0 K070 7 75V
’

Ifla
'

aV, 077003<75Z0V7 6$
77p07 6p0V 6V KOA<3 H6090L 7 d. K07 L5 7 0759 K6A7 0759 .

l l 3L<5776p 77p<59 7 0759 K0px75
30VL

'

ov9

3L<5 7 <3V 77p <59 7 <5V A03pov
'

BaV (5MOAO
‘

y cd5V, 157Tép <0V

0p7 7. BGSnAwKaflGV, 6V6X6 L
'

p
7500V 651 09051 03<5V 6V 7 075

7 0L9 7 0 L9 Ka Lp0L9 77p0
5

9 7 0759 K07 <5 7 75V I 7 0A750V 77e

570 009 , VO/LLCOVTGS
‘

00
,
0956p6 LV 0¢750L 3L0Kp L975V0L

77p<59 7 0757 009 .

23 OL
c

36 P0w057 0L F0A<i7 0L UUGTnGd GVOL 375V0;1 LV

770A07 6A75 K075fiapeiaV, fiKOV 75776p<5p0V7 69 709
"

AA

WGLS
‘

6 L9 7 0V II <1
5

30V 7707 0571 <5V 6 7 6 L
,
71 6 7 0

5

. 7 75V 7 759 x05
2 pa g 3L<5300<V ,

71 6V 075V 7 <3V
’

Ivoépfipwv
K0 75B075<0V y6V09 651 6w6 y 6VV0 75<09 6V 7 0759 65 dpx75
677LfloA0

'

L
‘

9 , 075 3
’

0756
'

V6 7 0L K0 7
5

F0V0710
'

V0L, 3L077p6

0
,
8 600051 6V<0V 7 0757 079 6 LA0V7 0

3 3L<5 K075[1 6p09 7 L 7 759 30V0p.6<09 K07 0AL776 LV 7

5
V0

'

yKa5

097500V 0LB007A6 L9 7 <3V K6A7 <3V q60A0K759 xap LV 7
7

59
4 x<0p09 7rp<5g 7 <5V 7 0757 c0V <1S<5BOV. 0757 075 3 6

dp0V7 69 770V7 7
5

07 p07 6 7551 07 L K07 07 690pp77K<57 <0$
<0p7L75<70V, 770L0051 6V0L 7 75V 770p6 L0V 059 67775 Tuppn
V7509 , 6x0V7 6 9 7L6V 6 L9 776V7 0KL0p.0p 7

5

009 , L77

5 776 L9 36 K0L 00V<0pL309 6 L9 3L0,7v 75009 . Pwp a LOL 3

079 007 7 0V 75K00<70V 7 0759 K6A7 0759 7577 6p,86fiA77K6
'

V0L
”

AA776 L9 , A6 75KL0V ALMLALOV 07707 0V {1 670
3vV0p.6 <09 660776

5

07 6 LA0V 009 677 Ap Lvov, 7 75p 7500V7 0
$ 6



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


THE HISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

7 0757 7) 7 L3V 6V0V7 L
'

<0V 7 75V 6675030V, 6V0 36 7 <3V 6
5

50
6 77 6 /\676 607V 6 59 T0pp 75V750V. <5 06V ydp 67 epos 7 <3V

7577057 05V FdLog
5

A7 5)7L09 67 0x6V 659
7 2 0p3<5V0 06 707 <3V 07 p07 07763wv, 0L

5

3
5

6V 7 35
5

13 55555
77

7705V7 6 9 776pL36 6 L9
5

770
-
av, 06y av 7605 960586p

<5v 0757 0L9

éflOAapfidI/OVT GS 677 7¢6p 6090L 7675V30V0V . 67700XOV 36

7 007 6 L76<57 <09 , 6 7 L 776p 75 I
‘

a) 07 <3v 6y 76007506V00 7 0 L9

8 l/IUXG LS
‘

0 757 <3V 7 00 770/\0L00 67565300 . 3L<5 7605 77p<59
7 0757 77V <5V0056p0V7 69 7 75V 6VV0L0V 06V 00V759p0L
ZOV, 36 7607 6~yp0<60V 07 p07 <577630 , 7 039 3

5

6
5

7 0L
'

0OL9

9 6 LV0L 7 <3V ( 700005w . K09<5A00 36 7 029
757707 6 7 0y06V0L9 <5V0956p 6 LV 67767 050V <5770yp0<5509 7 <3V

6V 7 0 L9 75AL76 750L9 , 077003<5§0V7 6 9 6 L36V0L 7 0 000770V

10 77575909 7 759 75770pxo750779 0 757 039 30Vd06w9 . 0 757 00

36 7605 7605 7 759 <5
'

7\A759 677L7 7536 L<57 777 09 77p<59
7765600V 7 755060 757 70 6770L7500V7 0 7607 00766075V 75/\L

'

7677V

11 07536 759 0V7500V6 756 L 77p07 6p0V. 00V77py 6
'

757 0

12 0757 0 L9 77<5V7 0 L60L 770V7 ax<506V 6
5

7 0L0<09 . 7607 077 6

77A77y06V0L y ap 0L 7 75V 0L7600V7 69 7 75V 7 L3V

P0507 <3V 6975030V, 0757667 L
5

P05
0
0L0L9

5

77)/OUVTO 00000

X€ LV 07536 776p 75 7 759 7 0757 <0V 75y 600VL09 y LV6090L 7 <5V

<5M<5 776p 750g6<3V 6V<50LC0V
5

6 76007 0L 7605 7 759
L37509 7605x05p09 677 Lq56p6090 L 7 <5V 76LV30V0V .

13 3L<577 6p
5

6 7 050079 7 0 79 wapayy 6M006VOL9
5

0777576000V.

24
"

Iva 36 000¢0V69 677
5

0 757 <3V y6V757 0L 7 <3V 6py07V

fiAfKOLS‘
5

AVV75509 67 6507706 77p<5
'

y000
'

LV 677L06090 L

[06 7036 7 007 0] 760577p<59 755757670 30V007 6 L0V 770p0

5755059 677 75 7 00007 0 760975766 7 0 7 759
77p09606 <09 <007 6 7 0 L9 06y L07 0L9 000777 05000L 776p L

2 Bah/ kw P
5

<000 75009 , p
5

757 6ov 65V 6 57) 7 75V 770
p
00766075v

7605 77A75909 7 759 75770pxo750759 0757 0 L9 7 07 6 30V<5

3 06059 . 06 7006V 3757 <3V 7577057 <0V 666A77A7596 L 7 67 7 apa
298



BOOK I I . 23. 5 24. 3

here the attack of the enemy , and one of their Praetors
to Etruria ,

their other Consul , Gaius Atilius having
already gone to Sardinia with his legions . There was

great and general alarm in Rome , as they thought
they were in imminent and serious peril , and thi s
indeed was but natural , as the terror the old invasion
had inspired still dwelt in their minds . No one

thought of anything else therefore , they busied
themselves mustering and enrolling their own

legions and ordered those of the allies to be in
readiness. All their subj ects in general were com
manded to supply lists of men of mil itary age

,
as

they wished to know what their total forces amounted
to. Of corn

,
rnis

’

siles and other war material they
had laid in such a supply as no one could remember
to have been collected on any previous occasion. On
every side there was a ready disposition to help in
every possible way ; for the inhabitants of Italy

,

terror- struck by the invasion of the Gauls
,
no longer

thought of themselves as the al lies of Rome or

regarded this war as undertaken to establish Roman
supremacy, but every man considered that the peril
was descending on himself and his own city and
country. So there was great alacrity in obeying
orders.
24. But, that it may appear from actual facts

what a great power it was that Hannibal ventured
to attack

,
and how mighty was that empire boldly

confronting which he came so near his purpose as
to bring great disasters on Rome

,
I mu st state what

were their resources and the actual number of their
forces at this time. Each of the Consuls was in
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BOOK II. 24. 14 15. 6

two hundred foot and two hundred horse . Of
Romans and Campanians there were on the roll two
hundred and fifty thousand and twenty-three
thousand horse so that the tota l number of Romans
and allies able to bear arms was more than seven
hundred thousand foot and seventy thou sand horse ,
while Hannibal invaded Italy with an army of less
than twenty thousand men . On this matter I shall
be able to give my readers more explicit information
in the course of this work.

25. The Celts
,
descending on Etruria ,

overran the
country devastating it without let or hindrance and ,

as

nobody appeared to oppose them
,
they marched on

Rome itself . When they had got as far as Clusium ,
a

city three days ’ journey from Rome
,
news reached

them that the advanced force which the Romans had
posted in Etruria was on their heels and approaching.

On hearing this, they turned to meet it, eager to
engage it. At sunset the two armies were in close

proximity
,
and encamped for the night at no great

distance from each other. After nightfall, the Celts
lit their camp-fires, and, leaving orders with their
cavalry to wait until daybreak and then, when
visible to the enemy

,
to follow on their track

,
they

themselves secretly retreated to a town called
Faesu lae and posted themselves there

,
their intention

being to wait for their cavalry
,
and also to put

unexpected difficulties in the way of the enemy’s

303
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BOOK II . 26. 3 27 . 3

out the infantry at daybreak
,
he himself proceeding

in advance with the cavalry towards the hill mentioned
above . The leaders of the Gauls

,
on seeing the camp

fires at night
,
surmised that the enemy had arrived

and held a council at which the King Aneroé stes ex
pressed the op inion , that having captured so much
booty (for it appears that the quantity of slaves , cattle
and miscellaneou s spoil was enormous), they should
not give battle again nor risk the fortune of the whole
enterprise

,
but return home in safety

,
and having

got rid of all their encumbrances and lightened
themselves

,
return and

,
if advisable

,
try issues with

the Romans . Itwas decided under the circumstances
to take the course recommended by Aneroe

’

stes
,
and

having come to this resolution in the night, they
broke up their camp before daybreak and retreated
along the sea- coast through Etru ria. Lucius now
took with him from the hill the survivors of the
other army and united them with his other forces.
He thought it by no means advisable to risk a general
battle

,
but decided to hang on the enemy’s rear and

watch for times and places favourable for inflicting
damage on th em or wresting some of the spoil from
their hands.
27. Just at this time , Gaius Atilius , the other Consul,

had reached Pisa from Sardinia with his legions and
was on his way to Rome , marching in the Opposite
direction to the enemy . When the Celts were near
Telamon in Etruria ,

their advanced foragers en

countered the advance guard of Gains and were made

prisoners . On being examined by the Consul they
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BOOK II . 28 . 1—9

so near him, now, when he saw the fight going on

round the hill, knew that the other Roman army was
qu ite close . Accordingly , sending on his cavalry to
help those who were fighting on the hill

,
he drew

up his infantry in the usual order and advanced against
the foe. The Celts had drawn up facing their rear

,

from which they expected Aemil ius to attack, the

Gaesatae from the A lps and behind them the In
subres, and facing in the opposite direction, ready

to meet the attack of Gaiu s
’ legions

,
they placed

the Taurisci and the Boii from the right bank of the
Po . Their waggns and chariots they stationed at

the extremity of either wing and collected their
booty on one of the neighbouring hills with a pro
teeting force round it. This order of the Celtic
forces

,
facing both ways, not only presented a for

midable appearance, but was wel l adapted to the
exigencies of the situation. The Insubres and Hon

wore their trousers and light cloaks , but the Gaesatae
had discarded these garments owing to their proud
confidence in themselves, and stood naked, with

nothing but their arms
,
in front of the whole army

,

thinking that thus they would be more efficient
,
as

some of the ground was overgrown with brambles

which wou ld catch in their clothes and impede the
u se of their weapons. At first the battle was con
fined to the hill

,
all the armies gazing on it, so g reat

were the numbers of cavalry from each host com

3 1 1
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BOOK II . 29. 6 - 30. 6

time, there was such a tumu lt of sound that it
seemed that not only the trumpets and the soldiers
but al l the country round had got a voice and caught
up the cry . Very terrifying too were the appearance
and the gestures of the naked warriors in front

,
all

in the prim e of l ife, and finely bu ilt men, and all in
the leading compani es richly adorned with gold
torques and arm lets. The sight of them indeed
dismayed the Romans, but at the same time the
prospect of winning su ch spoils made them twice as
keen for the fight. 30. But when the javelineers
advanced, as is their usage, from the ranks of the
Roman legions and began to hurl their javelins in
well-aimed volleys ; the Celts in the rear ranks indeed
were well protected by their trousers and cloaks , but
it fel l out far otherwise than they had expected
with the naked men in front

,
and they found them

selves in a very d ifficult and helpless predicament.
For the Gaulish shield does not cover the whole
body ; so that th eir nakedness was a disadvantage,
and the bigger they were “ the better chance had
the missiles of going home. At length

,
unable to

drive off the javel ineers owing to the distance and
the hail of javelins, and reduced to the u tmost di s
tress and perplexity

,
some of them

,
in their impotent

rage
,
ru shed wildly on the enemy and sacrificed

their lives
,
while others

,
retreating step by step on

the ranks of their comrades
,
threw them into

disorder by their display of faint-heartedness . Thu s
was the spirit of the Gaesatae broken down by
the javelineers ; but the main body of the Insubres,

L iteral ly so that the more naked and the big g er they
were

8 15
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BOOK II . 31 . 7—32 . 5

Thus were destroyed these Celts during whose
invasion, the most serious that had ever occurred,
all the Italians and especially the Romans had 5been
exposed to great and terrible peril. This su ccess
encouraged the Romans to hope that they wou ld be
able entirely to expel the Celts from the plain of

the Po ; and both the Consuls of the next year
,

Quintus F ulvius and Titus Manlius , were sent against 224
them with a formidable expeditionary force . They
surprised and terrified the Boii , compelling them to
submit to Rome, but the rest of the campaign had
no practical results whatever

,
owing to the very

heavy rains
,
and ,an

‘

ep idemic which broke out among
them.

32 . Next year’s Consuls
,
however

,
Publiu s Purins

and Gaius F laminius
,

again invaded the Celtic
territory

,
through the country of the Anares who

dwelt not far from Marseilles. Having admitted
this tribe to their friendship

,
they crossed into the

territory of the Insubres, near the junction of the
Po and Adda. Both in crossing and in encamping
on the other side

,
they su ffered some loss, and at

first remained on the spot
, but later made a truce

and evacuated the territory under its terms . After
a circu itous march of some days, they crossed the
river Clu siu s and reached the country of the
Cenomani

,
who were their allies

,
and accompanied

by them
,
again invaded from the district at the

foot of the Alps the plains of the I nsubres and began
to lay the country waste and pillage their dwellings.
The chieftains of the Insubres, seeing that the
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BOOK II . 33. 3—9

their swords are made
,
as has been already explained,

only the first cut takes effect ; after this they at once
assume the shape of a strigil

,
being so much bent

both length-wise and side-wise that unless the men
are given leisure to rest them on the ground and set
them straight with the foot

,
the second blow is qu ite

inefiectual . The tribunes therefore distributed
amongst the front lines the Spears of the triarii who
were stationed behind them, orderi ng them to use

their swords instead only after the spears were done
with . They then drew up opposite the Celts in order
of battle and engaged. Upon the Gauls slashing first
at the spears and making their swords unserviceable
the Romans came to close quarters, having rendered
the enemy helpless by depriving them of the power of
raising their hands and cutting

,
which is the peculiar

and only stroke of the Gau ls, as their swords have
no points. The Romans

,
on the contrary, instead of

slashing
,
continued to thrust with their swords which

did not bend
,
the p oints being very effective.

Thus
,
striking one blow after another on the breast

or face
,
they slew the greater part of their adver

saries . This was solely due to the foresight of

the tribunes
,
the Consu l F laminius being though t to

have mismanaged the battle by deploying his force
at the very edge of the river-bank and thu s rendering
impossible a tactical movement pecu l iar to the
Romans , as he left the lines no room to fall back
gradually. F or had the tr00ps been even in the

slightest degree pushed back from their ground
during the battle, they wou ld have had to throw
themselves into the river, all owing to their general

’s
blunder. However

,
as it was

,
they gained a decisive

victory by their own skill and valour, as I said, and
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many of them throwing themselves into the river
and being swept away by the cu rrent

,
while the

larger number were cut to pieces by the enemy.

The Romans now took Acerrae, which was wel l
stocked with corn

,
the Gau ls retiring to Mediolanum

,

the chief place in the territory of the Ins ubres .

Gnaeus followed close on their heels
,
and suddenly

appeared before Mediolanum. The Gauls at first
did not stir, but, when he was on his way back to
Acerrae, they sallied out, and made a bold attack on
his rear, in which they killed a considerable number
of the Romans and even forced a portion of them to
take to flight

,
un'

til Gnaeu s
,
call ing back the forces

in advance
,
urged the fugitives to rally and withstand

the enemy. After this the Romans
,
on their part

obeying their Consul
,
continued to fight vigorously

with their assailants
,
and the Celts after holding

their ground for a time
,
encouraged as they were by

their momentary success, were shortly put to flight
and took refuge on the mountains . Gnaeus

,
following

them
,
laid waste the country and took Mediolanum

itself by assau lt
, (35) upon which the Chieftains of

the Insubres
,
despairing of safety

, put themselves
entirely at the mercy of the Romans.
Such was the end of the war against the

Celts
,
a war which

,
if we look to the desperation

and daring of the combatants and the numbers
who took part and perished in the battles, is second
to no war in history

,
but is qu ite contemptible as

regards the plan of the campaigns, and the judge
ment shown in execu ting it, not most steps but
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was my motive for giving here an account of these
events, summary indeed, but going back to the
beginnings .

36. This digression has led us away from the
affairs of Spain

,
where Hasdrubal

,
after governi ng the

country for eight years
,
was assassinated at night in

his lodging by a certain Celt owing to wrongs of a
private nature . He had largely increased the power
of Carthage, not so mu ch by mil itary action as by
friendly intercourse with the chiefs. The Cartha

g inians appointed Hannibal to the chief command
in Spain

,
although he was still young, owing to the

shrewdness and
,
courage he had evinced in their

service . From the moment that he assumed the
command

,
it was evident from the measures he took

that he intended to make war on Rome, as indeed
he finished by doing

,
and that very shortly . The

relations between Carthage and Rome were hence
forth characterized by mutual su spicion and friction.

The Carthaginians continu ed to form designs against
Rome as they were eager to be revenged for their
reverses in Sicily

,
while the Romans

,
detecting their

proj ects
,
mistru sted them profoundly. I t was there

fore evident to all competent judges that it wou ld
not be long before war broke out between them .

37 . It was about this same time that the Achaeans
and King Philip with their allies began thewar against
the Aetolians known as the Social War. I have now
given a continuous sketch , suitable to this preliminary
plan ofmy book, of events in S icily , Libya and so forth
down to the beginning of the Social War and that
second war between the Romans and Carthaginians
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have attempted in the past to induce the Pelopon
nesians to adopt a common pol icy

,
no one ever

succeeding, as each was working not in the cause of
general liberty, but for his own aggrandizement,
this obj ect has been so much advanced

,
and so

nearly attained
,
in my own time that not only have

they formed an allied and friendly community , but
they have the same laws, weights, measures and
coinage, as well as the same magistrates, senate, and
cou rts of ju stice

,
and the whole Peloponnesu s only

falls short of being a single city in the fact of its
inhabitants not being enclosed by one wall

,
all other

things being, both as regards the whole and as

regards each separate town, very nearly identical.
38 . In the first place it is of some service to

learn how and by what means al l the Peloponnesians
came to be called Achaeans. For the people whose
original and ancestral name this was are distinguished
neither by the extent of their territory , nor by the
number of their cities

,
nor by exceptional wealth

or the exceptional valour of the ir citizens . Both
the Arcadian and Laconian nations far exceed
them

,
indeed

,
in population and the size of their

countries, and certainly neither of the two could
ever bring themselves to yi eld to any Greek people
the palm for mil itary valour. How is it

,
then

,
that

both these two peoples and the rest of the Pelopon
nesians have consented to change not only their
political institutions for those of the Achaeans, but
even their name ? It is evident that we shou ld not
say it is the resu lt of chance

,
for that is a poor

explanation. We must rather seek for a cau se
,
for

every event whether probable or improbable must
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makers, but it was the Achaeans on whom these
cities placed most reliance and to whom they
committed the task of putting an end to their
present troubles. And it was not only at this
period that they showed their approval of Achaean
political principles ; but a short time afterward s,
they resolved to model their own constituticn

exactly on that of the League. The Crotonians
,

Sybarites and Cau lonians
,
having called a conference

and formed a league , first of all established a common
temple and holy place of Z eus Amariu s in which to
hold their meetings and debates, and next, adopting
the cu stoms and laws of the Achaeans, decided to
conduct their government according to them. It
was only indeed the tyranny of Dionysiu s of Syracuse
and their subj ection to the barbarian tribes around
them which defeated this purpose and forced them
to abandon these institutions

,
much against their will .

Again
,
subsequently

,
when the Lacedaemonians

were unexp ectedly defeated at Leu ctra, and the
Thebans

,
as unexpectedly

,
claimed the hegemony

of Greece
,
great uncertainty prevailed in the whole

country and especially among these two peoples, the
Lacedaemonians not acknowledging their defeat,
and the Thebans not wholly believing in their
victory. They

,
however, referred the points in

dispu te to the Achaeans alone among all the Greeks,
not taking their power into consideration

,
for they

were then almost the weakest state in Greece, but
in view of their trustworthiness and high character
in every respect. For indeed this opinion of them
was at that time

, as is generally acknowledged, held
by all.

S uch as the Achaean Leag ue had.
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it reached in my own time the state of completion
I have just been describing.

41 . It was in the 12 4th Olympiad that Patrae 284
and Dyme took the initiative, by entering into
a leagu e

,
ju st abou t the date of the deaths of

Ptolemy son of L ag u s , Lysimachus, Seleucu s, and
Ptolemy Ceraunus , which all occurred in this

Olympiad. The condition of the Achaean nation

before this date had been more or less as follows .

Their first king was T isamenus the son of Orestes,
who

,
when expelled from Sparta on the return of

the Heraclidae
,
occupied Achaea

,
and they continued

to be ruled by kings of his house down to Ogygus.
Being dissatisfied with the rule of Ogygus’ sons , which
was despotical and not constitu tional

,
they changed

their government to a democracy. A fter this
,
down

to the reigns of A lexander and Philip , their fortunes
varied according to circumstances

, but they always
endeavoured

,
as I said, to keep their Leagu e a

democracy. This consisted of twelve cities
,
which

still al l exist with the exception of Olenus and of

Helice which was engu lfed by the sea a little before
the battle of Leuctra. These cities are Patrae

,
Dyme,

Pharae, Tritaea, L eontium, Aegium, Aeg ira , Pel lene,

Bura
,
and Caryneia . After the time of Alexander

and previous to the above Olympiad they fell, chiefly
thanks to the kings of Macedon, into such a sta te
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be confirmed by the actual evidence of facts. What
I asserted was that the Achaeans always followed
one single policy, ever attracting others by the offer
of their own equality and liberty and ever making
war on and cru shing those who either themselves
or through the kings attempted to enslave their
native cities, and that, in this manner and pursuing
this purpose, they accomplished their task in part
unaided and in part with the help of allies . For
the Achaean political principle must be credited
also with the resu lts furthering their end

,
to which

their allies in subsequent years contributed. Though
they took so mu ch part in the enterprises of others,
and especially in

,
, many of those of the Romans

which resulted brilliantly
,
they never showed the

least desire to gain any private profit from their
success

,
but demanded

,
in exchange for the zealou s

aid they rendered their allies
,
nothing beyond the

liberty of all states and the union of the Peloponnesians.
This will be more clearly evident when we come to see
the League in active operation.

43 . For twenty-five years
,
then

,
this league of

cities continu ed
,
electing for a certain period a

Secretary of state and two Strategi. After this
they decided to elect one Strategu s and entru st him
with the general di rection of their affairs , the first
to be nominated to this honou rable office being
Margus of Caryneia . F our years later during Margus

’

255

term of office , Aratus of Sicyon , though only twenty 251
years of age

,
freed his city from its tyrant by his

enterprise and courage
,
and

,
having always been a

passionate admirer of the Achaean polity , made his 243
own city a member of the League . Eight years
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events seemed to flow for a time in favour of the

Achaeans’ constant purpose ; for the Peloponnesian
tyrants were much cast down by the death of
Demetrius

,
who had been

,
so to speak, their furnisher

and paymaster
,
and equally so by the threatening

attitude of Aratus
,
who demanded that they should

depose themselves
,
offering abundance of gifts and

honours to those who consented to do so, and
menacing those who turned a deaf ear to him with
still more abundant chastisement on the part of
the Achaeans. They therefore hurried to accede
to his demand

,
laying down their tyrannies, setting

their respective '
"c

'

ities free
,
and joining the Achaean

League . Lyd iades of Megalopolis had even fore
seen what was likely to happen

,
and with great

wisdom and good sense had forestalled the death of

Demetriu s and of his own free will laid down his
tyranny and adhered to the national gover nment.
Afterwards Aristomachus

,
tyrant of Argos, X enon,

tyrant of Hermione
,
and Cleonymus , tyrant of

Phlius , also resigned and joined the democratic
Achaean League .

45 . The League being thus materially increased in
extent and power , the Aetolians , owing to that nu
principled passion for aggrandizement which is natural
to them

,
either out of envy or rather in the hope of

partit ioning the cities , as they had partitioned those of
Acarnania With Alexander and had previously pro
posed to do regardingAchaea with Antigonus Gonatas

,

went so far as to join hands with Antigonus Dosou ,

then regent of Macedonia and guardian to Philip
,
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actually set their seal to his occupation . He saw
too that they

, who on previous occasions , owing
to their lust of aggrandizement

,
found any pretext

adequate for making war on those who had done
them no wrong, now allowed themselves to be
treacherou sly attacked and to suffer the loss of
some of their largest cities simply in order to see
Cleomenes become a really formidable antagonist
of the Achaeans. Aratu s, therefore, and all the
leading men of the Achaean League decided not to
take the initiative in going to war with anyone

,

but to resist Spartan aggression. This at least
was their first resolve ; but when shortly afterwards
Cleomenes boldly began to fortify against them the so
called Athenaeum in the territory of Megalopolis ,
and to show himself their avowed and bitter enemy,
they called the Council of the Leagu e together and
decided on open war with Sparta.
This was the date at which the war known as

the Cleomenic war began ; and such was its origin.

47.
The Achaeans at first decided to face the L acedae

monians single—handed, considering it in the first
place most honou rable not to owe their safety to
others but to protect their cities and country unaided,
and also desiring to maintain their friendship with
Ptolemy owing to the obligations they were under
to him

,
and not to appear to him to be seeking aid

elsewhere. Bu t when the war had lasted for some
time

,
and Cleomenes, having overthrown the ancient

pol ity at Sparta and changed the constitutional 225
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assistance from the A chaeans
,
as the latter were

themselves in difficulties and distress. As he also
knew for a surety that they were well disposed to
the royal house of Macedon ever since the favours
received in the time of Philip

,
son of Amyntas, he

felt sure that, hard pressed as they were by Cleo
menes, they wou ld be very ready to take refuge
in Antigonus and hopes of safety from Macedonia.

He therefore communi cated his proj ect confidentially
to Nicophanes and Cercidas of Megalopolis who
were family friends of his own and well su ited for
the bu siness, and he had no d ifficu lty through them
in inciting the Megalopolitans to send an embassy to
the Achaeans begging them to appeal to Antigonus
for help. N i00phanes and Cercidas themselves were
appointed envoys by the Megalopolitans

,
in the first

place to the Achaeans and next
,
if the League con

sented, with orders to proceed at once to Antigonus.
The Achaeans agreed to allow the Megalopolitans
to send an embassy and with the other ambassadors
hastened to meet the king. They said no more than
was strictly necessary on the subj ect of their own
city

,
treating this matter briefly and summarily

, but

dwelt at length on the general situation
,
in the sense

that Aratu s had directed and prompted. 49. He had
charged them to point out the importance and the
probable consequ ences of the common action of the
Aetolians and Cleomenes

,
representing that in the firs t

place the Achaeans were imperilled by it and next and
in a larger measure Antigonu s himself. For it was
perfectly evident to all that the Achaeans cou ld not
hold out against both adversaries, and it was still
more ea sy for any person of intelligence to see that,
if the Aetolians and Cleomenes were successful, they
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50. Antigonus, having listened to them,
felt con

vinced that Aratu s took a true and practical View of
the situation, and carefully considered the next steps
to be taken, promising the Meg alopolitans by letter
to come to their assistance if such was the wish of

the Achaeans too. Upon Nicophanes and Cercidas
returning home and delivering the king ’s letter

,

assuring at the same time their people of his good
will towards them and readiness to be of service

,
the

Megalopolitans were mu ch elated and most ready to
go to the Council of the Leagu e and beg them to

invite the aid of Antigonu s and at once put the
direction of affairs in his hands. Aratu s had private
information from

{

Nic0phanes of the king
’s favour

able inclination towards the Leagu e and himself
,
and

was much gratified to find that his proj ect had not
been futile

,
and that he had not, as the Aetolians

had hoped
,
found Antigonus entirely alienated from

him . He considered it a great advantage that the
Megalopol itans had readily consented to approach
Antigonu s through the Achaeans ; for, as I said
above

,
what he chiefly desired was not to be in need

of asking for help also , but if it became necessary to
resort to this , he wished the appeal to come not only
from h imself personally, but from the Leagu e as a

whole. For he was afraid that if the king appeared
on the scene and, after conqu ering Cleomenes and
the Lacedaemonians

,
took any measures the reverse

of welcome regarding the League, he himself wou ld
be universally blamed for what happened, as the
king wou ld seem to have justice on his side owing
to Aratus

’ offence against the house of Maced on in
363
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appeal with one voice to Antigonus. Aratus on this
occasion sent his son as envoy to the king and
ratified the terms of the alliance . They were

,

however, in considerable doubt and difficulty about
the Acrocorinthus , as they did not think Antigonus
would come to their assistance unless it were restored
to him

,
so that he could use Corinth as a base for

the p resent war, nor could they go to the length of

handing over the Corinthians against their will to
Macedon. This even caused at first an adjournment
of the Council for the consideration of the guarantees
they offered.

52 . Cleomenes,

,

having inspired terror by the
victories I mentioned, henceforth made an unimpeded

progress through the cities, gaining some by per

suasion and others by threats . He annexed in this
manner Caphyae, Pellene , Pheneu s, Argos, Phliu s ,
Cleonae, Ep idaurus, Hermione, Troezen, and finally
Corinth . He now sat down in front of Sicy on, but
he had solved the chief difficulty of the Achaeans ;
for the Corinthians by ordering Aratus, who was
then Strategu s , and the Achaeans to quit Corinth,
and by sending to invite Cleomenes

,
furnished the

Achaeans with good and reasonable ground for

offering to Antigonus the Acrocorinthu s then held
by them . Availing himself of this, Aratus not only
atoned for his former offence to the royal house, but
gave sufficient guarantee of future loyalty

,
further

providing Antigonus with a base for the war against
the Lacedaemonians .
Cleomenes , when he became aware of the under

367
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stronger than that of Antigonus, and he was much
better off for supp lies, as wel l as animated by greater
courage and ambition, no sooner did the news reach
him that Argos had been seized by the Achaeans
than he instantly took himself off, abandoning all

these advantages, and made a precipitate retreat,
fearing to be surrounded on all sides by the enemy.
Gaining entrance to A rgos he possessed himself of
part of the city

,
but

,
on the Achaeans making a

gallant resistance, in which the Argives j oined with
all the zeal of renegades

,
this plan broke down too

,

and, marching by way of Mantinea, he returned to
Sparta.

54. Antigonus
'

nowsafely entered the Peloponnese
and took possession of the Acrocorinthus and ,

without wasting any time there, pushed on and

reached Argos. Having thanked the Argives and
put matters in the city on a proper footing, he moved
on again at once

,
making for A rcadia . After having

ej ected the garrisons from the forts that Cleomenes
had built there to command the country in the terri
tory of Aegys and Belbina, and handed over these
forts to the Megalopoli tans, he returned to Aegium
where the Council of the Achaean League was in
session. He gave them an account of the measures
he had taken and arranged with them for the future
conduct of the war. They hereupon appointed him
commander-in-chief of all the allied forces , and after
this he retired for a short time to his Winter quarters 223
near Sicyon and Corinth . Early in spring he ad

vanced with his army and reached Tegea in three
days. Here the Achaeans joined him, and the

871
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greater part of its citizens of military age in the
battles at the Lycaeum and at Ladoceia . He there
fore procured the co-operation of certain Messenian
exiles then living in Megalopolis and by their means
got inside the walls secretly by night . On day
breaking, he came very near not only being driven
out, but meeting with complete disaster owing to the
bravery of the Megalopolitans

,
who had indeed ex

pel led and defeated him three months previou sly
when he entered the city by surprise in the quarter
called Colaeum. But on this occasion

,
owing to the

strength of his forces, and owing to his having had
time to seize on the most advantageous positions

,
his

proj ect succeeded, and finally he drove out the Megalo
pol itans and occupied their city. On possessing him
self oi it, he destroyed it with such systematic cru elty
and animosity, that nobody would have thought it
possible that it could ever be re-inhabited. I believe
him to have acted so

,
because the Megalopolitans

and Stymphalians were the only peoples from among
whom in the varied circumstances of his career he
could never procure himself a single partisan to share
in his proj ects or a single traitor. For in the case of
the Cl itorians their noble love of freedom was sullied
by the malpractices of one man Thearces whom,

as
one wou ld expect

,
they naturally deny to have been

a native-born citizen
,
affirming that he was the son

of a foreign soldier and foisted in from Orchomenus.

56. Since, among those authors who were con
temporaries of Aratu s, Phylarchu s , who on many
points is at variance and in contradiction with him,

is by some received as trustworthy, it will be useful
or rather necessary for me, as I have chosen to rely
on Aratus

’ narrative for the history of the Cleomenic
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a Literally a front seat in the theatre or elsewhere.
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poet, try to imag ine the probable utterances of h is
characters or reckon up all the consequences probably
incidental to the occurrences with which he deals

,

but simp ly record what really happened and what
really was said, however commonp lace. For the
obj ect of tragedy is not the same as that of history
but quite the opposite. The tragic poet should
thrill and charm his audience for the moment
by the verisimilitude of the words he puts into
his characters’ mouths, but it is the task of the
historian to instruct and convince for all time
serious students by the truth of the facts and
the speeches he narrates, since in the one case it is
the probable tliat takes p recedence, even if it
be untrue, the purpose being to create illusion
in spectators, in the other it is the truth, the pur
pose being to confer benefit on learners. Apart
from this, Phy larchus simply narrates most of such
catastrophes and does not even suggest their causes
or the nature of these causes, without which it

is impossible in any case to feel either legitimate
p ity or prop er anger. Who

,
for instance

,
does

not think it an outrage for a free man to be

beaten ? but if this happ en to one who was the
first to resort to violence, we consider that he got
only his desert

,
while where it is done for the

purpose of correction or discip line, those who strike
free men are not only excused but deemed worthy
of thanks and praise. Again

,
to kill a citizen is

considered the greatest of crimes and that deserving
the highest p enalty, but obviously he who kills a
thief or adulterer is left untouched , and the slayer of a.
traitor or tyrant everywhere meets with honour and
di stinction.

“ So in every such case the final criterion
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calamities than the Mantineans
,
all owing to their

humane treatment by Aratus and the Achaeans.
5 8 . Subsequently, as they foresaw discord among
themselves and plots by the Aetolians and Lacedae
monians

,
they sent an embassy to the Achaeans

asking for a garrison. The Achaeans consented and
chose by lot three hundred of their own citizens,
who set forth

,
abandoning their own hou ses and

possessions
,
and remained in Mantinea to watch

over the liberty and safety of its townsmen. At
the same time they sent two hundred hired
soldiers

,
who aided this Achaean force in safe

guarding the established government. Very soon
however the Mantineans fell out with the Achaeans,
and

,
inviting the Lacedaemonians, put the city into

their hands and massacred the garrison the Achaeans
had sent them . It is not easy to name any greater
or more atrocious act of treachery than this . F or in
resolving to forswear their friendship and gratitude ,
they should at least have spared the lives of these men

and allowed them all to depart under terms . Such
treatment is , by the common lawof nations , accorded
even to enemies but the Mantineans , simply in order
to give Cleomenes and the Lacedaemonians a satis
factory guarantee of their good faith in this under
taking violated the law recognized by all mankind
and deliberately committed themost heinous ofcrimes .
Vengefu lmurderers of the very men who previou sly
on capturing their city had left them unharmed,
and who now were guarding their liberties and lives
against such men, one asks oneself, can any indigna
tion be too strong ? What should we consider to be
an adequate punishment for them ? Someone might

8 83
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author gives us a made-up story of his cries when on

the rack having reached the ears of the neighbours
,

some of whom, horrified at the crime, others scarcely
crediting their senses and others in hot indignation
ran to the house. About Phy larch us

’ vice of sen
sationalism I need say no more

,
for I have given

sufficient evidence of it ; but as for Aristomachus
,

even if he had been gu ilty of no other offence to the
Achaeans, I consider that the general tenor of his life
and his treason tohis owncountry rendered himworthy
of the most severe punishment. Our author

,
it is

true , with the view of magnifying his importance and
moving his readers to share his own indignation at
his fate, tells us that he not only had been a tyrant
himself but was descended from tyrants. It would
be difficu lt for anyone to bring a graver or more
bitter accusation against a man . Why ! the very
word “ tyrant alone conveys to us the height of
impiety and comprises in itself the sum of all human
defiance of law and ju stice . Aristomachu s

,
if it is

tru e that he was subj ected to the most terrible
punishment

,
as Phylarchus tells us, did not get h is

full deserts for the doings of one day ; I mean the
day on which when Aratu s with the Achaeans had
gained entrance to the town and fought hard to free
the Argives at great risk, but was finally driven out,

because none of those inside the city who had agreed
to j oin him ventured to stir owing to their fear of the
tyrant

,
Aristomachus, availing himself of the pretext

that certain persons were cognisant of the entrance
of the Achaeans, put to death eighty of the leading
citizens who were qu ite innocent, after torturing
them before the eyes of their relatives . I say noth
ing of the crimes that he and his ancestors were
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Yet notwithstanding his abominable character, all

the harm he suffered was to be drowned in the sea
by the officers in command at Cenchreae .

61 . To take another instance, Phy larchu s, while
narrating with exaggeration and elaboration the

calamities of the Mantineans
,
evidently deeming it

a historian’s duty to lay stress on criminal acts, does
not even make mention of the noble conduct of the
Megalopolitans at nearly the same date, as if it were
rather the proper function of history to chronicle the
commission of sins than to cal l attention to right and
honourable actions , oras ifreaders ofhis memoirs would
be improved less by account of good conduct which
we should emulate than by criminal conduct which
we should shun . He tells us howCleomenes took the
city , and before doing any damage to it , sent at once a
post to the Megalopolitans atMessene offering to hand
back their own native country to them uninjured on
condition of the ir throwing in their lot with him . So

much he lets us know
,
wishing to show the mag

nanimity of Cleomenes and his moderation to his
enemies , and he goes on to tell how when the letterwas
being read out they would not allow the reader to
continue until the end

,
and how they came very near

stoning the letter-bearers . So far he makes every
thing quite clear to us

,
but he deprives us of what

should follow and what is the special virtue of history ,
I mean praise and honourable mention of conduct
noteworthy for its excellence . And yet he had an

opportunity ready to his hand here . F or if
we consider those men to be good who by
speeches and resolutions only expose themselves
to war for the sake of their friends and allies , and
if we bestow not only praise but lavish thanks and
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BOOK II . 62 . 4 - 68 . 1

unison and enjoy, it is thought, very great prosperity,
I assert that a sale of all the goods and chattels,
apart from slaves

,
in the whole Peloponnese would

not bring in such a sum . That I do not make this
assertion lightly but after due estimate will be
evident from the following consideration Who
has not read that when the Athenians, in conjunc
tion with the Thebans

,
entered on the war against the

Lacedaemonians , sending out a force of ten thousand
men and manning a hundred triremes

,
they decided to

meet the war expenses by a property-tax and made a
valuation for this purpose of the whole of Attica
including the hm’

ises and other property. This
estimate

,
however

,
fell short of 6000 talents by 2 50,

from which it would seem that my assertion about the
Peloponnese at the present day is not far wide of
the mark. But as regards the times of which we
are dealing

,
no one

,
even if he were exaggerating,

would venture to say that more than three hundred
talents could be got out of Megalopolis, since it is
an acknowledged fact that most of the free popula

tion and the slaves had escaped to Messene. But
the best proof of what I say is the following
Mantinea

,
both in wealth and power, was second to

no city in A rcadia, as Phy larchu s himself says, and
it surrendered after a siege, so that it was not easy
for anyone to escape or for anything to be stolen, but
yet the value of the whole booty together with slaves
amounted at this very period to but three hundred

63 . What he tells us next is still more astound
ing for after this assertion about the booty, he
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BOOK II. 64. 3—65. 3

missed his forces, he knew well that, in the first
place, he wou ld be exposed to no danger in invading,
and secondly, that, if the country were laid waste up
to the walls, the Argives on seeing it would certainly
be much vexed and lay the blame on Antigonus.
If, therefore, unable to support the reproaches of the
people, he marched out and risked a battle with such
forces as he had, the probabilities were in favour of
Cleomenes gaining an easy victory ; but if, adhering
to his plan, he remained quiet, he thought he could

,

after terrifying his enemies and inspiring his own
troops with fresh courage, effect a safe retreat to
Laconia, as actually happened. For

,
when the

country was being laid waste, the popu lace held
meetings in which they heaped abuse on Antigonus ;
but he

,
like a true general and prince

,
paid no

attention to anything bu t a wise conduct of affairs,
and remained quiet, while Cleomenes, having carried
out his intention of devastating the country and thus
striking terror into the enemy and encouraging his
own troops to face the coming danger

,
retired in

safety to his own country.

65. Early in summer, on the Macedonians and
Achaeans rejoining from their winter quarters,
Antigonu s advanced with his own army and the
allies into Laconia. His Macedonian forces con
sisted of ten thou sand to form the phalanx, three
thousand peltasts

,
and three hundred horse. He

had besides a thou sand Ag rianians , and a thousand
Gauls

,
while his mercenary force numbered three

thousand foot and three hundred horse. The
Achaeans furnished three thousand picked infantry
and three hundred horse. There were also a
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BOOK I I . 65 . 11 66. 9

whole formation resembled a charge . For attack
and defence al ike nothing was wanting

,
the position

being at one and the same time a fortified camp
difficult to approach and a line of battle ready for
action. 66. Antigonus therefore decided to make
no hasty attempt to force the position and come to
blows with the enemy

,
but encamped at a short

distance with the river Gorgylus on his front
,
and

for several days remained there noting the pecu liar
features of the country and the character of the
forces, while at the same time, by threatening
certain movements

,
he attempted to make the

enemy show his h and. But being unable to find
any weak or unprotected spot

,
since Cleomenes

always checked him at once by a counter-movement
,

he abandoned this proj ect
,
and finally the kings

agreed to try issues in a battle : for they were very
gifted and evenly-matched

,
these two generals whom

Fortune had thu s brought face to face . To confront
those on Buas Antigonus drew up the brazen
shielded Macedonians and the Illyrians in alternate
lines

,
placing them under the command of Alexander

son of A cmetu s, and Demetrius of Pharos. Behind
these

‘stood the A carnanians and Cretans, and in the
rear as a reserve were two thousand Achaeans.
His cavalry he opposed to that of the enemy by the
river Oenous under the command of Alexander and
supported by a thousand Achaean and as many
Megalopolitan infantry. He himself in person
decided to attack Cleomenes on Olympu s with the
mercenaries and the rest of theMacedonians. Putting
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BOOK II . 67 . 6—68 . 7

cavalry engaged, abandoned what they had in hand
and running back to their original position came to
the aid of their cavalry. The Illyrians and Mace
donians and the rest of this attacking force were
now disengaged, and threw themselves with great
dash and courage on the enemy. Thus

,
as became

evident afterwards, the success of the attack on

Eucleidas was due to Philopoemen. 68 . Hence it is
said that subsequently Antigonus asked Alexander ,
the commander of the cavalry

, to convict him of his
shortcomings , Why he had begun the battle before the
signal was given . On Alexander denying this and
saying that a stripling from Megalopolis had begun it
contrary to his own’

judgement , the king said that
this stripling in grasping the situation had acted like a
good general and Alexander himself

,
the general ,

like an ordinary stripling.

To continue our narrative , Eucleidas
’ troops , on

seeing the enemy’ s lines advancing, cast away the
advantage the ground gave them . They should have
charged the enemy while stil l at a distance, thus
breaking his ranks and throwing them into disorder

,

and then retreating slowly, have returned in safety to
the higher ground. Thu s having in the first instance
spoilt and broken up that peculiar serried formation
of the enemy so well adapted to their special equip
ment

,
they would easily have put them to flight

owing to their favourable position. Instead of doing
this

,
they acted as if the victory were a lready in then

hand and did exactly the Opposite . They remained ,
that is

,
at the summit in their original position with

the view of getting their opponents as high up the
hill as possible so that the enemy ’s flight would be
for a long distance down the steep and precipitous
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BOOK II . 69. 6—70. 3

level ground on the point of giving way
,
was afraid

of being charged from all sides and was compelled to
pu ll down part of his defences and to lead out his
whole force in line from one side of the camp

.
Each

side now recal led by bugle their l ight-armed troops
from the space between them

,
and shou ting their

war-cry and lowering their lances
,
the two phalanxes

met. A stubborn struggle followed. At one time
the Macedonians gradually fell back facing the
enemy

,
giving way for a long distance before the

courage of the Lacedaemonians
,
at another the latter

were pu shed from their ground by the weight
of the Macedonian phalanx, until, on Antigonus
ordering the Macedonians to close up in the pecu liar
formation of the double phalanx with its serried
line of pikes, they delivered a charge which
finally forced the Lacedaemonians from their
stronghold . The whole Spartan army now fled in
rout

,
followed and cut down by the enemy ; but

Cleomenes with a few horsemen reached Sparta in
safety. At nightfall he went down to Gythion

,

where all had been prepared some time previously
for the voyage in View of contingencies

,
and set sail

with his friends for A lexandria.

70. Antigonu s having attacked and taken Sparta
,

treated the Lacedaemonians in al l respects with
great generosity and humanity, and, after restoring
the ancient form of government, left the city in a
few days with his whole army, as he had received
news that the Illyrians had invaded Macedonia and
were ravag ing the country. Thus ever is it the way
of Fortune to decide the most weighty issues against
rule and reason. For on this occasion Cleomenes,

41 1
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BOOK I I . 71 . 4—10

time
,
his brother Antiochus succeeding him in the

kingdom of Syria . The same thing in fact occurred
in the case of these three kings

,
as in that of the first

successors of Al exander in the three kingdoms
,

Seleucus , Ptolemy , and Lysimachus
, who all

,
as I

stated above , died in the 124th Olympiad , while these i3
5

0.

kings died ln the 139th.
2

13
2

2
1

5,
I have thus completed this Introduction or

preliminary part of my History . In it I have shown
in the first place when , how,

and why the Romans,
having mastered Italy , first entered on enterprises
outside that land and disputed the command of the
sea with the Carthaginians , and next I have dealt
with the state of Greece and Macedonia and with that
of Carthage as this existed then . So having

,
as was

my original purpose
,
reached the date at which the

Greeks were on the eve of the Social War
,
the

Romans on the eve of the Hannibalic War
,
and the

kings of Asia about to enter on the war for Coele
Syria ,

I must now bring this Book to its close
,
which

coincides with the final events preceding these wars
and the death of the three kings who had up to now
directed affairs.

END OF Boox II
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58 ; 59 ; 60; 66 ; 77. 4 ;
ii. 7. 8

Etruria , Etruscans , Rome’s
wars with , i. 6. 4, 6 ; see

Tyrrhenians ; 2 3

17. 1-3 ; 19. 2 ; 20. 1

l ; 26. 7 ,

27

Euas , 11. 65. 8 , 9 66. 5

Euboea , ii. 52 . 7

Euclidas , ii. 65 . 9 ; 67. 3, 8

68 . 3. 9

Euripides , quoted , i. 35 . 4

Europe, 1. 2 . 4, 6 ; ii. 2 . 1

14. 7

Q. F AB IU S PI OTOR ,
h istorian,

inadequacy of, i. 14. l

58 . 5

F aesulae (F iesole), 11. 25. 6

F alerii, 1. 65 . 2

F alisci , i. 65 . 2

C. F laminu s , tribune, 11.

2 1 . l ; 33. 7

F rentani, ii. 24. 12

Cu . F u lvius Centumalus , in
I lly ia , ii. 11. 1 ; 12 . 1

Q. F u lvius , cos . , ii. 31. 8
Servius F ulviu s , cos . , i. 36. 10

C. F urius Pacilus , cos . , i. 39. 8

P . F urius , cos . , ii. 32 . 1

GAE SATAE , GAE SAT I , ii . 22 . 1

23. 1 ; 28 . 3 ; 30. 5 ; 34. 2

Galatus , ii. 2 1 . 3, 5

Gauls (Celts ), take Rome, 1.
6. 2 ; 6. 4 ; 13. 4 ; 17. 4 ;
43. 4 ; 77. 1 ; 77 . 4 ; ii.
5 . 4 ; 7. 5 ; 13 ; 15. 8 ;
17. 3 111 ; 18 . 5, 8 ; 19 ;
20; 22 . 8 ; 24 ; 25 . 1

27 ; 28 ; 65 . 2
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Gesco, Gisco, i. 66 ; 68 . 13

69 ; 70; 79. 10, 13

80 8 1 . 3

Gorgy lus , 1 , 10
Gorza , i. 74. 13

Greece, Greeks , i . 2 . 3 ; 3. 1 ,
4, 6, 8 ; 16. 10; 32 . 1

7. 4 ; 8 . 4 ; 9. l ; 12 . 3

16. 13 ; 35. 7 ; 37. 3
38 . 3 ; 41 . 10; 49. 4

55. 6 ; 58 . l l 70. 7 ;
71

Gythion, 11. 69. 11

HAMI LCAR , at Panormus , i .
24. 3 ; at Tyndaris and

Ecnomus , i. 27 if .
Hamilcar, Carthaginian Gen
era] in Spain, 1. 13. 3

Hamilcar Barca, i. 56 ; 57
58 ; 60. 8 ; 62 ; 64. 6 ;
66 ; 74. 9 ; 75 ;
78 8 1 . 13

84. 2 ; 85 ; 86-88 ; 11. 1 . 5

Hannibal , Hamilcar Barca’

s

son, 1. 64. 6 ; 11. 1 . 6 ; 14. 2 ;
24. l , 17 ; 36 . 3

Hannibal , Carthaginian Gen
eral at Panormus , i. 2 1 . 6fl

'

.

Hannibal
,
Carthaginian Gen

eral at Agrigentum,
i. 18

19. 2 , 3

Hannibal , son of the above,
1. 43. 4

Hannibal , surnamed the

Rhodian, i. 46. 4 if . 59. 8

Hannibalic war (2nd Punic
War), 1. 3. 2 ; 3. 6 ; 65 . 8 ;
ii. 14. 2

Hanno, 1. 67 ; 72 . 3 ; 73. 1

74. 1 , 4 ;
82 . 1, 12 87. 3, 5 ; 88 . 4
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Libya , Libyans , cf. a lso

Numidians , i. 2 . 6 ; 3 2 ;
10. 5 ; 19. 7 ;

26. l ; 29.

65 . 3 ; 72 . 1 ; 73 ; 74. 7 ;
75 . 4 ; 76. 6 ; 77. 3, 7 ;

7 ;
85 . 6 ; 97. 10; 88 . 5 ; ii .

Liguria , Ligurians , 1. 17. 4 ;
67. 7 ; ii . 16. 1 ; 31 . 4

L ilybaeum,
promontory, 1.

39 . 6 ; 42 . 6

L ilybaeum, town, i. 25 . 9

38 . 4 ; 39 . 12 ; 40. 2 ;
41 . 4 ; 42 . 6 111 ; siege of,
53 ff.

L ingones , ii . 17. 7

Lipara ,
1. 2 1. 24. 13 ;

39 . 13

L ip araean islands , i . 25 . 4

L is sus , ii . 12 . 3

Locrians , i . 20. 14

Locris , i . 56 . 2

Longanu s , river, 1. 9 . 7

Lucanians , ii . 24. 12

C . Lutatius Catu lu s , cos . ,

victor at Aegatian Isles , i.

Ly caeum,
ii . 55 . 3

Ly cortas , ii. 40. 2

Ly d iades , ii . 44. 5 5 1 . 3

Lys imachu s of Thrace, 11.

41 . 2 71 . 5

MACARA S , i. 75 . 5 ; 86. 9

Macedonia , Macedonians , i.

2 . 4, 9 ; ii . 37 . 7 ; 39. 13 ;

5 ; 50. 9 ; 5 1 . 6 ;
54 ; 55 . 6 ; 62 . l ; 65 . 1 ;
66 ; 67. 7 ; 69. 8 ; 70. 5 ;
71 . 8

Macella , taken by Romans ,
1. 24. 2

Magna Graecia, 11 . 39. 1

Mamertines , i. 7. 8 11.

Q. Mamilius , cos ., sent to

Sicily, i. 17. 6

L. Manlius Vulso Longus , cos .

At Ecnomus , 1. 26. 11

28 . 7 ; 29. 10; 39. 15

T. Manlius Torquatu s ,
8

Mantineans , 11 . 46. 2 ; 53. 6 ;
54. 1 1 ; 55. 6 ; 57 ; 58 ;
61 . 1 62 . 1 1

Margu s of Caryneia, 11 . 10.

Marrucini , ii . 24. 12

Marsi , ii . 24. 12

Massilia
,
ii. 14. 6, 8 ; 16. l

32 . 1

Mathos , i . 69 70; 72 . 6 ;
75 . 4 ; 77. 1 ; 79 . 8 ; 82 .

l l , 13 ; 84. 1 ; 86 ; 87 ;
88 . 7

Med iolanum,
11 . 34. 10if.

Med ion or Medeon, ii. 2 . 5 ;

3. 1 if .

Mega lopolis , Megalopolitans ,

51 . 3 ; 54. 3 ; 55 ; 61. 2

62 . 9 ; 66. if .

Megara ,
ii . 43. 5

Meninx ,
i . 39. 2

Mercenaries ’ war, 1. 65 . 3 fi
'

.

88

Mergane, i. 8 . 3

Messapians , ii . 24. 11

Messene, in Italy, 1. 7 . 1 9.

4 ;

7 38 . 7 52 . 8

Messene, Messenia , in

Greece, 11. 5 . 1 55 . 3 ; 61 .

4 ; 62 . 10
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Minerva , 11 . 32 . 6

My laean plain, 1. 9 . 7

Myttistratum, i. 24. 11

NARAVAS , i. 78 ; 82 . 13 ; 84.

4 ; 86 1

Naples , 1. 20. 14

Nemean festival, 11 . 70. 4

New Carthage, 1

Nicophanes , 4, 6 ;
50. 3-5

Nola , ii. 17. 1

Numid ians , 1. 19 . 2 ; 31 . 2 ;

Nutria, 13

OENOUS , ii. 65. 9 ; 661
'6

"

Ogygu s , 11. 41 . 5

Olana ,
ii . 16. 10

Olenu s , ii . 41. 7
Olympus , in Laconia , 11 . 65 .

8 ,
Onei (ass

’

s back) mounta ins ,
ii. 52 . 5

Orchomenus , ii . 46. 2 54. 10

1 1 55. 9

Orestes , 11. 41 . 4

Orion, i. 37. 4

M’

. Otacilius , cos . in S icily,
i. 16. 1

T. Otacilius , cos ., in Sicily,
i. 20. 4

PACHYNUS , i. 25. 8 ; 42 . 5 ;
54. l

Padua, 11. 16. 11

Padus , river P0, 11. 16. 6 ;
17. 3 11 ; 23. 1 ; 28 . 4 ;

Panormus , in Sicily, i . 2 1 . 6 ;
Romans at, 24 ; 38 . 7

39. 6 ; 40. 55. 7

Paropu s , i. 24. 4

Parth ini , ii. 1 1 . 11

Patrae, ii. 41 . 1 41 . 8 , 12

Paxi , islands , 11. 10. 1

Pellene, in Laconia ,
ii. 41 . 8

52 . 2

Peloponnesus , Pelop on

nesians , i. 42 . l ii . 37 ;
38 ; 40. 1 ; 42 . 6 ; 43 ; 44.

3 ; 49. 3 ; 52 . 5 ; 52 . 9 ;

Pelorias , cape, i. 42 . 5

Persians , i . 2 . 2 , 5 ; 68 . 8 '

ii . 35 . 4

Perseu s , i. 3. 1

Phaethon, ii. 16. 13

Pharae, in Messenia , 11. 41 . 8 ,
12

Pharos , 11. 1 1 . 15

Pheneus , 11 . 52 . 2

Ph ilinus , h istorian,

qu acy of, i. 14 if .

Philippu s , son of Amyntas , ii.
41 . 6 ; 48 . 3

Philip V, king of Macedon,

son of Demetriu s , father of
Perseu s , 1. 3. 1 ; ii. 2 37. 1

45 . 2 ; 70. 8

Ph ilopoemen,
n. 40. 2 ; 67.

4, 8 69. 1

Ph legraean plain, 11 . 17. 1

Ph liu s , ii . 52 . 2

Phoenice, in Epirus , 11 . 5. 3

6 . 3 8 . 2 , 4

Phy larchus , historian,
11
, 56 ;

58 58 -61

Picenian land , 11 . 2 1 . 7

Pisa , ii . 16. 2 27, l ; 28 . I

Pleuratu s , 4

Polybiu s , vii scope of his

history, 1. l 12 . 5

13. 6 114 14. ii . 71 .

7-10

inade

423
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Aulus Postumius , cos . , in

Illyria , ii. 11 . 1 , 7 ; 12 . 2 , 4

L. Postumius Albinu s , cos . ,

in Sicily, i. 17 . 6

Prion, mountain in Africa ,
1.

85 . 7

Ptolemy Ceraunus , king of

Macedon, ii. 41. 2

Ptolemy, Euergetes , 11. 47. 2

51 . 2 ; 63 ; 71. 3

Ptolemy , son of Lague, 11.

41 . 2 ; 71 . 5

Ptolemy, Philopator, i. 3. I

ii. 71. 3

Puni c war, l st, nature, 1.

13. 10-13 ; 63. 4 if . sources

1. 14, 1 if . outbreak , i.
16. 1 resu lt, 1. 62 -3

Pyrrhus , i . 6. 5-7 7. 5 ; 23 . 4;

ii. 20. 6 , 9-10; 41 . 11

RHEGI UM , i. 6. 2 ; 7 . 1 , 6 ;
10. 1 fi

'

.

Rhizon,
ii . 11 . 16

Rhone, ii . 15 . 8 ; 22 . 1 ; 34. 2

Romans , i . , p ass im ; ii. 7 .

10; 8 . 3, 6 ; 1 1 . 4
, 9 ;

12 . 2 ; 13. 3 ; 14. 2 ;
18 . 2 ; 2 1. 22 ; 24. 1

25-31 ; 71 . 1 ; Roman

dominion, i. 1 . 5 ; 2 . 1-8

Rome, 1. 6, 2 ; 7. 12 ; 17 . 1 ;
29. 6 ; 31 . 4 ; 38 . 10;
39 ; 41 . 1 ; 49. 1 ; 52 . 3 ;
63. 1 ;
12 . 2 ; 22 . 4 ; 23. 6 ;
24 ; 31. 3 ; 339

SAB I N E S , ii . 24. 5

Samnites , Rome’s wars with ,

i. 6. 4, 6 ; ii. 10. 5 ; 24. 10

Sardinia , i. 2 . 6 ; Romans

blockadeHannibal in, 79. 14

424

82 . 7 83. 1 1 Romans

seize, 88 . 8 ; ii. 23. 6

27. 1

Sardinian sea, 1. 10. 5 ; 42 .

6 6

S arsinates , 11. 24. 7

S aw, a place, i. 85. 7

S cerdil aidas , ii. 5 11.

Segesta , reli eved by Romans ,

1. 24. 2

Seleucus Ceraunus , 11. 71. 4

Seleucus Nicator, 11 . 41. 2

71 . 5

S elinu s , i. 39. 12

Sellasia , battle of, 11 . 65. 7 11.

C. Sempronius B laesus , cos . ,

inAfricanwar, 1. 39. 1

Sena , 11 16. 5 ; 19. 12

Senones , 7 ; 19. 10;
20. l 2 1. 7

Cu . S ervilj us Caep io, cos .

onAfrican coast, 1. 39. 1

Sicca , i. 66 ; 67
Sicily, 1, p assim ; geography ,
i. 42 ; ii. I . 1 ; 20. 10 ; 24.

6

Sicilian sea, 1. 42 . 4-5 ;
11. 14. 4 16. 4

Sicyon, ii. 52 . 2 , 5 54. 4

Spain, Spaniards , i. 10. 5 ;
13. 3 ; 17 . 4 ; 67. 7 ; ii .

1

Sparta , Spartans , see Laconia,
Lacedaemonians

Stymphalians , 11. 55 . 8

C. Su lpiciu s Paterculus , cos . ,

at Panormu s , i. 24. 9

Sumes , i . 11 . 6

Sybarites , ii . 39. 6

Syracu se , Syracu sans , i. 8 .

1 111 ; 15. 1 ff . ; 52 . 6

Syria , see Coele-Syria
Syrtis minor, 1. 39. 2
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