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BOOK L I

The fo l lowing is contained in the Fifty - fi rs t of Dio ’

s

Rome

H ow Caesar afte r his v ic tory at A c tium s e t t le d mat te rs of
immed iate c once rn (chap s . 1

Conc e rning Antony and C leopat ra and t he ir mo vement s
afte r t heir d efeat (chap s . 5

H owAntony , d efeat ed in Egyp t , k il led himse lf(chap s . 9

H owCae sar s ubd u ed Egyp t (chap s . 15

H ow Cae sar came t o Rome and c e l ebrat ed his t riumph
(chap . 2 1

H ow the Cu r ia I u liawas d ed icat e d (chap .

H owMoe sia was c onq u e red (c hap s . 2 3

Du ration of t ime
, the r emaind er ofthe c onsu lship of

Cae sar (I I I ) and M . Vale riu s Cor vinu s Me ssalla
, t oge th e r

with two ad d it ional year s , in which t here we re the magis
t rates (cons u ls)he r e enume rat ed

30 Cae sar ( I V ), M . Liciniu s M . F . Crass u s .

2 9 Cae sar (V), Sex t u s Ap u leiu s Sex ti F .

SUCH was th e naval bat tl e i n which they engaged n o . 31

on the second of Sept ember . I do no t men t ion t his
date without a particular reason

,
no r am I

,
in fact

,

accustomed to do so ; but Caesar now fo r the fi rst
t ime he ld all the power al one

,
and consequently

3 i51r . s upp lied by ES .
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BOOK L I

the years of his reign are properly reckoned from
that day .

1 In honour of the day he dedicated to
Apol lo of Actium from the total number of the c ap
tu red vessel s a trireme

,
a quadrireme, and the other

sh ips i n order up t o one of ten banks of oars ; and
he bu ilt a larger t emp le . He al so i nstituted a quad
r ennial musical and gymnastic contest, i ncluding
horse - racing

,
— a

“ sacred ” festival
,

as they cal l
those in connexion with which there is a d ist rib u

tion of food
,

— and entitl ed it Ac t ia. Furthermore,
he founded a city on the site of his camp by gather
ing together some of the neighbou ring peopl es and
dispossessing others

,
and he named it Nicopolis . 2

On the spot where he had had his tent , he laid a

foundation of square stones
,
adorned it with the

captured beaks
,
and erected on it

,
open to the skv

a shrine of Apol lo .

But these things were done later . At t he time
he sent a part of the fleet i n pursuit of Antony and

Cleopatra ; these ships, accordingly
,
foll owed after

th e fugitives , but when it became c lear that they
were not going to overtake them

,
they ret urned .

With his remaining vessel s he captu red the enemy
’s

entrenchments
,
meeting with no opposition because

oftheir smal l numbers
,
and then overtook and with

out a battl e won over the rest ofth e army
,
which

was retreating into Macedonia. There were various
important contingents that had al ready escaped ; of
these the Romans fled to Antony and the al lies t o
their homes . The latter

,
however

,
no l onger fough t

1 D io is ve ry car eful t o date eac h empe ro r
’

s re ign p re

c ise ly . Cf. P r efac e t o v o l . i. p . xiii.
3
L
'

. e. City ofVic to ry .

”
The same name had been giv en

by P omp ey t o a t own fo und ed afte r his d efeat ofMith ri
date s . See x x xvi. 50.
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BOOK L l

against Caesar
,
but both they and all the peopl es

which had l ong been subj ect to Rome remained
quiet and made terms

,
some at once and others later.

Caesar now punished the cit ies by l evying money
and taking away the remnant of authority over their
citiz ens that their assembl ies s t il l possessed . He
deprived all th e princes and kings except Amyntas
and Archelaus of the lands which they had received
from Antony

,
and he al so deposed from thei r thrones

Philopato r, the son of Tar c ond imo tu s, Lycomedes, the
king of a part of Cappadocian I ’ont u s , and A l exander,
the brother of I amb lichu s . The last - named

,
because

he had secured h is realm as a reward for accusing
Caesar

,
h e l ed in his triumphal procession and aft er

wards put to death . H e gave the k ingdom of Ly c o
medes to one Me d e iu s

,
because the latt er had de

tac hed the Mysians in Asia 1 from Antony before th e
naval battl e and with them had wagedwar upon those
who were on Antony ’

s side . He gave the peopl e of
Cydonia and Lampe 2 their liberty

,
because th ey had

rendered him some assistance ; and i n th e case of
the Lampaeans he helped them to found anew their
city

,
wh ich had been destroyed . A s for the senators

and knights and the other l eaders who had aided
Antony in any way , he imposed fines Upon many of
them

,
sl ew many others

,
and some he actual ly

Spared . In this last class So siu s was a conspicuous
example : for though he had often fought against
Caesar and was now hiding in exil e and was not
found until lat er

,
nevertheless he was saved . Like

wise one Marcus Scau r u s
,
a hal f- brother of Sextus o n

his mother
’

s side
,
had been condemned to death

,

1 Of. no te on x l ix . 36.

2 U s ual ly c al led Lap pa.
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BOOK L I

b u t was later rel eased for th e sake of h is mother
Mueia. Of those who were punish ed

,
th e Aq u ilii

Flori and Curio were most talked about
,
the latter

because he was a son of that Curio who had once
been of great assistance t o the former Caesar, and

the Flori because
,
when Octavius commanded that

th e one of them who should draw the lot should be
slain

,
they both perished . They were father and son

,

and when the son
,
without wait ing for the lot

,
vo lun

tarily offered himsel f to the executioner, the fath er
was exceedingly distressed and died upon his son ’s
body by his own hand .

These men
,
then

,
fared in th e manner described .

The mass of An tony ’s soldiers was incorporated in
Caesar

’

s l egions
,
and he later sent back t o Ita ly the

citi z ens of both forces who were over th e mil itary
age , without giving them anything

,
and scattered

the rest . Fo r they had caused him to fear them in

Sicily after h is v ictory there
,
and he was afraid they

might create a distu rbance again ; hence he made
haste

,
before they gave the l east sign of an upris ing

,

to discharge some enti rely from the service and t o

scatter the maj ority of the others . A s h e was stil l
at this time suspiciou s of the freedmen

,
he remitted

to them the fou rth payment which they stil l owed of
the money levied upon them .

1 So they no longer bore
h im any grudge because of what had been taken from
them

,
but rejoiced as ift hey had actual ly received the

amount they had been rel ieved from contributing .

The men stil l l eft in the rank and fi l e al so made no
trouble , partly because they were held in check by
thei r commanders , but ch iefly because of their hopes

1 Le . one -

q uar te r ofthe tax of113 p er cent . lev ie d upon
them a l it t le ear lier . Se e 1. 10. 4.
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BOOK L I

but was later rel eased for the sake of h is mother 31

Mu c ia. Of those who were punish ed
,
th e Aqu ilii

Flori and Curio were most talked about
,
the latter

because he was a son of that Curio who had once
been of great assistance to the former Caesar, and

the Flori because
,
when Octavius commanded that

the one of them who should draw the lot should be
slain

,
they both perished . They were father and son ,

and when the son
,
without waiting for the lot

,
volum

tarily offered himsel f t o th e executioner, the father
was exceedingly distressed and died upon his son ’s
body by his own hand .

These men
,
then

,
fared in th e manner described .

The mass of Antony ’s soldiers was incorporated in
Caesar

’

s l egions
,
and he later sent back to Italy th e

citi z ens of both forces who were over th e mil itary
age , without giving them anything

,
and scattered

the rest . For they had caused him to fear them in
Sici ly after h is v ictory there

,
and he was afraid t hey

might create a disturbance again ; hence he made
haste

,
before they gave the l east sign of an upris ing

,

t o discharge some enti rely from the service and t o

scatter the maj ority of th e others . As h e was st i l l
at th is time suspiciou s of the freedmen , he remitted
to them the fou rth payment wh ich they stil l owed of
the money l evied upon them .

1 So they no longer bore
h im any grudge because of what had been taken from
them

,
but rejoiced as if they had actual ly received the

amount they had been rel ieved from contributing .

The men stil l l eft in the rank and fi l e al so made no
troubl e, partly because they were held in check by
thei r commanders

,
but ch iefly because of their hopes

1
one -

q uarter ofthe tax of12 5 p er cent . lev ie d up on
them a l it t le ear lier . Se e 1. 10. 4.
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BOOK L I

of gaining the wealth of Egypt . The men , however,
who had helped Caesar to gain h is v ictory and had

been dismissed from the serv ice were irritated at

having obtained no reward , and not much later th ey
began to mutiny . B u t Caesar was suspicious of
them and

,
since he feared that Maecenas

,
to whom

on this occasion al so Rome and the rest of I taly had
been entrusted

,
would be despised by them inasmuch

as he was only a knight
,
he sent Agrippa to I taly

,

ostensibly on some other mission . He al so gave to
Agrippa and to Maecenas so great authority in all

matters that they might even read beforehand the
l etters whi ch h e wrote to th e senate and to ot hers
and then change whatever they wished in them .

To this end they al so received from him a ring
,

so that they might be abl e to seal th e l etters
again . Fo r he had caused to be made i n dupl icat e
the seal which he used most at that t ime

,
the design

being a Sphinx, the same on each copy since it was
no t til l lat er that h e had his own likeness engraved
upon his seal and seal ed everything wi th that . I t
was this latter that the emperors who succeeded him
employed

,
except Gal ba

,
who adopted a seal which

h is ancestors had used
,
its devi ce being a dog

looking out of a ship
’

s prow . I t was the custom of
Caesar in writing to these two ministers and to h i s
other intimate friends

,
whenever there was need of

giving them secret information
,
to substitute in each

case for th e appropriate l etter in a word th e lett e r
next in order aft er it .

NowCaesar, bel ieving there would be no further
danger from the veterans

,
administered affairs i n

Greece and took part in the Mysteries of the two
goddesses . 1 He then went over in to Asia and

1 Deme ter and K o r é .
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BOOK L I

communities i n I taly wh ich had sided with Antony 30

he was abl e to grant to his soldiers their citi es and

thei r farms . To most of those who were dispossessed
he made compensation by permitting them t o settl e
in Dyrrachium

,
Phi lippi

,
and el sewhere

,
whil e t o th e

remainder he either granted money for thei r land o r

el se promised to do so for though h e had acquired
great sums by his v ictory

,
yet h e was spending stil l

more by far . For this reason he advertised at

auction both his own possessions and those of his
companions

,
in order that any one who desired t o

purchase any of them ,
or t o take any of them in

exchange for someth ing el se
,
might do

'

so . And
al though nothing was purchased

,
and nothing taken

in exchange
,
either— for who, pray, would ever have

dared fol low either cou rse —

y e t he secu red by this
means a plausibl e excuse for delay in carrying out
his promise

,
and later he discharged the deb t out of

the spoil s of Egypt .

Aft er settling this and th e other bu siness that
pressed

,
giving to those who had received a grant of

amnesty the right al so to l ive i n I taly
,
no t before

permitted them
,
and forgiving th e populace wh ich had

remained beh ind in Rome fo r no t having gone to
meet him , he set out once more fo r Greece on the
th i rtieth day aft er h is arrival . Then

,
because it was

winter
,
he carri ed his ships across th e isthmus ofth e

Peloponnesus 1 and go t back to A sia so quickly that
Antony and Cleopatra l earned at one and the same
time both of his departure and of his retu rn . They

,

it appears
,
when they had made th eir escape from the

naval battl e at A ctium
,
had gone as far as th e

1 I n o rd er t o avo id the dange ro u s pas sage aro und Cap e
Malea.
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BOOK L I

Peloponnesus together ; from there , aft er they had
fi rst dismissed a number of their associates whom
they suspected

,
-many

,
too

,
withdrew against th eir

wishes
,

— Cleopatra had hast ened to Egypt, for fear
that her subj ects would begin a revol t ifthey heard
of the disaster before her arrival . And in order
to make her approach

,
too

,
safe sh e crowned her

prows with garlands as ifshe had actual ly won a

v ictory
,
and had songs of tri umph chanted to the

accompaniment of flute - players . But as soon as sh e
had reached safety

,
sh e sl ew many of the foremost

men
,
inasmuch as they had al ways been displ eased

with her and were now elated over her disast er ;
and she proceeded to gather vast weal th from thei r
estat es and from various other sources both profane
and sacred, sparing no t even th e most holy sh rines ,
and al so t o fit out her forces and to look about for
al lies . She put to death the Armenian king and sent
his head to the Mede

,
who might be induced thereby

,

sh e thought
,
to aid th em . Antony

,
for his part

,
had

sail ed to Pinariu s Scarpu s i n Africa and to th e army
under Scarpu s

’ command prev iously assembl ed there
for th e protection of Egypt . But when this general
not only refused to receive him b u t furthermore sl ew
the men sent ahead by Antony

,
besides executing

some of the soldiers under his command who showed
displ easu re at this ac t , then Antony

,
too

,
pro

c e e d ed to Al exandria without having accomplished
anything.

Now among the other preparations they made for
speedy warfare

,
they enrol led among the youths of

mil itary age , Cleopatra her son Cae sarion and Antony
his son Antyl l us

,
who had been born to him by

Fulvia and was then with him . Their pu rpose was

VOL. V I .
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BOOK L I

to arouse the enthusiasm of the Egyptians
,
who 30

would feel that th ey had at last a man for their
king

,
and to cause the rest to cont inue the struggl e

with these boys as their l eaders , in case anything
untoward should happen t o th e parents . Now as

for the lads , this proved one of the causes of thei r
undoing ; for Caesar spared neith er of them ,

claiming
that they were men and were clothed with a sort of
l eadership . But to retu rn to Antony and Cleopatra,
they were indeed making their preparations with a

view to waging war i n Egyp t both on s ea and on
land

,
and to t his end they were cal ling to their

aid the neighbouring tribes and the kings who were
friendly to them but they were al so making ready

,

none the l ess
,
to sail to Spain ifneed should aris e ,

and to stir u p a revol t there by their vast resources
of money and by other means, or even to change
the base oftheir operations to the Red Sea. And
in ord er that whil e engaged in these plans they
might escape observat ion for the l ongest possibl e
time or even deceive Caesar in some way or actual ly
slay h im by treachery, they despatched emissaries
who carried peace proposal s to him and bribes of
money to his fol lowers . Meanwhil e Cleopatra

,
on

her part
,
unknown to Antony

,
sent to h im a golden

sceptre and a golden crown together wit h the royal
throne , signifying that through them she offered him
th e kingdom as wel l for sh e hoped that even ifhe
d id hate Antony

,
he would yet take pity on her

at l east . Caesar accepted her gifts as a good omen
,

but made no answer t o Antony ; to Cleopat ra, how
ever, al though he publ icly sent threatening messages,
i ncl uding the announcement that

,
ifsh e would give

up her armed fo rces and renou nce her sovereignty
,

I 9
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them many promises . Inst ead, they sent for Antony,
feel ing that th ey would fight better even in Syria

i f he were with them ; and then , when he neither
came himsel f nor sent them any message, th ey at

last decided that h e had perished and rel uctantly
made terms

,
on condition that they were never to

fight as gladiators . And they received from D id iu s

Daphne
,
the suburb of Antioch

,
to dwel l in until

the matter shoul d be brough t to Caesar
’

s attention .

These men were later deceived by Me s salla and

sent to variou s places under th e pretext that they
were to be enl isted in the legions

,
and were th en

put o u t of the way i n some convenient manner ,
Antony and Cleopatra

,
for th ei r part

,
upon h earing

from the envoys the demands which Caesar made of
them

,
sent to h im again . Cleopatra promised to give

him large amounts of money
,
and Antony reminded

him oftheir friendship and kinship
,
made a defence

al so of his connex ion with the Egyptian woman
,
and

recounted all the amorous adventu res and youthful
pranks wh ich they had shared together. Final ly

,

he su rrendered to him Publ iu s Tu ru lliu s , who was a

senator and one of the assassins of Caesar and was
then l iv ing wi th Antony as a fri end and he offered
to take h is own l ife

,
ifin that way Cleopatra might

be saved . Caesar put Tu ru lliu s to death (it chanced
that this man had cut wood for the fleet from the
grove of Aesculapius in Cos

,
and s ince he was executed

i n Cos
,
he was thought to be making amends to the

god as wel l as to Caesar), but this time al so he gave
no answer to Antony . So Antony despatched a
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th ird embassy
,
sending him his son Antyllu s wi th

much gold . Caesar accepted the money
,
but sent

the boy back empty - handed, giving him no answer.
To Cleopatra

,
however

,
as in the fi rst instance, so

again on the second and third occas ions, h e sent
many threats and promises alike . Yet he was afraid ,
even so

,
that th ey might perhaps despair of obtaining

pardon from him and so hold out
,
and eith er prove

superior by thei r own efforts
,
or set sai l for Spain and

Gaul
,
or else might destroy their weal th

,
which he

kept hearing was of vast exten t ; for Cleopatra had
col lected it all in her tomb which she was construct
ing in the royal grounds

,
and sh e threatened to burn

it all up with her in case sh e should fai l of even
the sl ightest of her demands . So h e sent Thyrsus

,

a freedman of h is
,
to say many kind things to her

and i n particular to tel l h er that h e was i n l ove
with her. He hoped that by th is means at l east

,

since she thought i t her due to be l oved by all

mankind , she would make away with Antony and

keep hersel f and her money unharmed . And so it
proved .

But before th is happened
,
Antony l earned that

Cornelius Gal l u s had taken over Sc arpu s
’

army and

had suddenly marched with these tr00ps upon
Paraetonium and occupied it . Hence

,
al though he

wished to set out for Syria i n response to the
summons of the gladiators

,
he d id not go th ither

,

but proceeded against Gal l us
,
in the hope of winning

over the troops without a struggl e
,
i f possibl e

,
i nas

much as they had been with him ou campaigns and

were fai rly wel l disposed toward h im
,
but otherwise

of subduing them by force
,
s ince he was l eading
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agai nst them a large force both of sh ips and of E . G . BO

i nfantry . Neverthel ess , he was unable even to talk
with them

,
al though he approached thei r ramparts

and raised a mighty shout ; for Gal l us ordered his
t rumpeters t o sound thei r instruments all together
and gave no one a chance t o hear a word . More
over

,
Antony al so fail ed in a sudden assaul t and later

suffered a reverse with his ships as wel l . Gal l u s,
it seems, caused chains to be stretched at night
across th e mouth of the harbou r u nder water, and

th en took no measu res openly to guard against h is
opponents but contemptuously al lowed them to sail
i n with perfect immunity . When they were inside

,

however
,
he drewup the chain s by means of mach ines

,

and encompassing their ships on all sides — from the
land

,
from the houses

,
and from the sea— he burned

some and sank others . In the meantime Caesar took
Pe lu sium ,

ostensibly by st orm
,
but real ly because

it was betrayed by Cleopatra. For she saw that
no one came to their aid and perceived that Caesar
was not to be withstood ; and

,
most important of

all
,
she l istened to the message sent h er th rough

Thyrsu s
,
and believed that sh e was real ly beloved

,
i n

the fi rst place, because sh e wished to be, and , i n th e
second place

,
because sh e had in the same manner

enslaved Caesar’s father and Antony . Consequently
she expected to gain not only forgiveness and the

sovereignty over the Egyptians
,
but th e empire of

the Romans as wel l . So she yielded P e lusium to
him at o nce ; and later, when he marched against
the city

,
sh e prevented the A l exand rians from making

a sortie . She accompl ished th is secretly
,
of course

,
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BOOK L I

she hastened into the t omb with a eunuch and two
maidservants

,
and from there sent a message to him

from which he should infer that she was dead .

And he
,
when he heard it

,
d id not delay, b u t was

seiz ed by a desire to fol l ow her i n death . H e fi rst
asked one of the bystanders to slay him but when
the man drew his sword and sl ew himself, Antony
wished to imitate his cou rage and so gave h imsel f a

wound and fel l upon his face , causing the bystanders
to believe that he was dead . At this an outcry was
rai sed

,
and Cleopatra

,
hearing it

,
peered out over

the top of the t omb . By a certain contri vance it s
doors

,
once closed

,
could not be opened again

,
but

the upper part of it next to the roof was not yet
ful ly compl eted . Now when some of them saw her
peering out at this point, they raised a shout so that
even Antony heard . So h e

,
l earning that sh e sur

vived
,
stood up

,
as ifhe had st il l th e power to live

but
,
as he had l ost much blood

,
he despaired of his

life and besough t the bystanders t o carry him to th e
monument and to hoist him up by the ro pes that
were hanging there to l ift the stone blocks .
So Antony died there in Cleopatra’s bosom ; and

she now fel t a certain confidence in Caesar
,
and im

mediately informed him of what had taken place ;
stil l

,
she was no t al toget her convinced that she

would suffer no harm . She accordingly kept herself
within the building

,
in order that

,
even if th ere

should be no other mot ive for her preservation
,
sh e

might at l east pu rchase pardon and her kingdom
through his fear fo r the money . So thoroughly
mindful was she even then

,
i n the midst ofher dire

misfortune
,
ofher royal rank

,
and chose rather to
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BOOK L I

die with the name and dignity of a sovereign than
to l i ve in a pri vate station . At all events , she kep t
at hand fi re to consume her weal th

,
and asps and

other reptil es to destroy hersel f
,
and sh e had th e

latter tried on human beings
,
to see i n what way

they kil l ed in each case . Now Caesar was anxious
not only to get possession of her treasu res but al so to
seiz e her al i ve and to carry her back for his triumph ,
yet he was unwil ling to appear to have tricked her
himself after having given her a kind of pl edge,
since he wished to treat her as a captive and to a

certai n extent subdued against h er wil l . He there
fore sent to her Gai us Pro c u le ius

,
a knigh t

,
and

Epaph roditus
,
a freedman

,
giving them direct ions

as to what they were to say and do . Fol lowing out
this plan , th ey obtai ned an audience with Cleopatra,
and after discussing with her some moderate pro

po sals they suddenly seiz ed her before any agree
ment was reached . After t his they put out of her
way everyth ing by means of wh ich she could cause
her own death and al lowed her to spend some days
where sh e was , occupied i n embalm ing Antony

’s
body ; then they took her to the palace, but d id not
remove any of her accustomed retinu e or attendants,
i n order that sh e should entertain more hope than
ever of accompl ish ing all sh e desired, and so shou ld
do no harm to herself. A t any rate, when she ex

pressed a desi re to appear before Caesar and to have
an i nterview with him

,
she gained her request ;

and to deceive her sti l l more
,
he promised that h e

would come to her h imself.
She accordingly prepared a spl endid apartment

and a costly couch
,
and moreover arrayed hersel f

with affected negligence
,

— indeed
,
her mou rning

VOL . V I .
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BOOK L I

garb wond erful ly became her, — and seated hersel f 30

upon the couch ; beside her she placed many images
of his father, of all kinds

,
and i n h er bosom sh e p u t

all the l etters that his father had sen t her . When ,
after th is, Caesar entered , sh e l eaped graceful ly 1 to
her feet and cried : Hail

,
master— for H eaven has

granted you the mastery and taken it from me .

2

But su rely you c an see with you r own eyes how
your father looked when he visited me on many
occasions

,
and you have heard peopl e tel l how he

honoured me in various ways and made me queen of
the Egyptians . That you may , however, l earn some
th ing about me from him himself

,
take and read th e

letters wh ich he wrote me with his own hand .

"

After sh e had spoken thu s
,
she proceeded to read

many passionate expressions of Caesar
’

s . And now
she would lament and kiss the l etters, and again she
would fal l before his images and do them reverence .

She kept turning her eyes
.

toward Caesar and b e

wail ing her fate in musical accents . She spoke in
melting tones

,
saying at one time

,
Of what avail to

me
,
Caesar

,
ar e these thy letters ? and at another

“ But in th is man here thou al so ar t al i ve for me
again

,
Would that I had died before thee

,

”

and stil l
again

,
But ifI have him

,
I have thee .

Such were the subtl eties of speech and of attitude
which she employed

,
and sweet were the glances sh e

cast at h im and the word s sh e murmured to him .

Now Caesar was not insensibl e to th e ardour of he r
speech and the appeal to h is passions

,
but he pre

1 Or b l u shing, ” ifthe variant read ing offered by Xiphi
linu s b e ac cep ted .

2 That is , the powe r she had e xerc ised ove r Caesar
,
in

c onseq u enc e ofwhich he had be come he r wil ling s u bj ec t ,
was ofno avail in the case ofA ugu s tu s .
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BOOK L I

i n th e hope that b y - these means she might i nspi re
bel ief that it was not her purpose to die

,
and so

might be l ess closely guarded and thus be able to
d estroy hersel f. And so it came about . For as soon as
the others and Epaphroditu s, to whose charge she had
been committed

,
had come to bel i eve that sh e real ly

fel t as sh e pretended to
,
and neglected to keep a

careful watch , she made her preparations to d ie as
painl essly as possibl e . First she gave a seal ed paper

,

i n wh ich she begged Caesar to order that she be
buried besid e Antony

,
to Epaphroditu s h imsel f to

del iver, pretending that i t contained some other
matter

,
and then , hav ing by th is excuse freed hersel f

of hi s presence
,
she set to her task . She put on her

most beautifu l apparel , arranged her body i n most
seemly fash ion , took i n her hands al l the embl ems of
royal ty, and so d ied .

No one knows cl early in what way she peri shed
,

for the only marks on her body were sl ight pri cks on
the arm . Some say that sh e appl ied to herself an
asp which had been brought in to her in a water - j ar

,

or perhaps h idden in some flowers . Others declare
that sh e had smeared a pin

,
with wh ich she was wont to

fasten her hai r, with some poison possessed of su ch a
property that in ord inary circumstances it would not
inj u re the body at al l , but if i t came in contact wi th
even a drop of blood wou ld destroy the body very
qu ickly and painl essly and that prev iou s to th is time
she had worn it i n her hai r as u sual

,
but now had

made a sl ight scratch on h er arm and had dipped the
pin in the blood . In th is or in some v ery similar
way sh e peri shed

,
and her two handmaidens with

her . As for th e eunuch
,
he had of h is own accord

del ivered h imsel f up to the serpents at the very time
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BOOK L I .

of Cleopatra’s arrest
,
and after being bitten by th em B .C. 30

had l eaped into a coffin al ready prepared for him .

When Caesar heard of Cl eopatra
’

s death
,
he was

astounded , and not only v iewed her body but al so
made use of drugs and Psy lli

1 i n the hope that sh e
might revive . These Psy lli are mal es , for there is no
woman born in thei r tribe

,
and they have th e power

to suck out any poison of any reptil e, i f u se i s made
of them immediately

,
before th e victim d ies ; and

th ey are not harmed themselves when bitten by any
su ch creatu re . They are propagated from one
another and they test thei r offspring either by hav ing
them thrown among serpents as soon as t hey are

born or el se by hav ing their swaddl ing - clothes thrown
upon serpents ; for th e repti l es i n the one case do no
harm to the ch il d

,
and in the other case ar e benumbed

by its clothing. So much for th is matter. But Caesar ,
when he cou ld not i n any way resu scitate Cl eopatra,
fel t both admiration and pity for her

,
and was ex

cessi vely grieved on his own account
,
as i f h e had

been deprived of all the glory ofhis victory .

Thus Antony and Cl eopatra
,
who had caused

many evil s to th e Egyptians and many to the Romans
,

made war and met their death in the manner I have
described ; and they were both embalmed i n th e
same fash ion and buri ed in the same t omb . Their
qual ities of character and the fortunes of thei r l ives
were as fol lows . Antony had no superior i n com
prehending his duty , yet he committed many acts
of fol ly . H e sometimes distinguished himsel f for
bravery

,
yet often fail ed through coward ice . H e

was characteri z ed equal ly by greatness of so u l

1 Cf. P liny , Nat. H is t . xxi. 78.
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BOOK L I

and by servi l ity of mind . He would pl under the
property of others and would squander hi s own.

He showed compassion to many without cause and
punished even more without j u sti ce . Consequently,
though he rose from utter weakness to great power,
and from the depths of po verty to great rich es, he
derived no profit from either circumstance

,
but afte r

hOping to gain s ingl e - handed th e empire of the
Romans

,
he took h is own l ife . Cleopatra was of in

satiabl e passion and insatiabl e avarice ; sh e was
swayed often by laudabl e ambition

,
but often by

overween ing effrontery. By love she gained the
titl e of Queen of the Egyptians, and when sh e hoped
by the same means to win al so that of Queen of the
Romans

,
she fail ed of th is and lost the other besides .

She captivated the two greatest Romans of her day
,

and becau se of the th i rd she des troyed hersel f.
Such were these two and such was thei r end . Of

thei r ch ildren
,
Antyl l us was slai n immediately

,

though he was betrothed to th e daughter of Caesar
and had taken refuge i n h is father’s sh rine

,
wh ich

Cleopatra had bu i lt ; and Cae sarion whil e fleeing to
Eth iopia was overtaken on the road and murdered .

Cleopatra was married to Juba
,
the son of Juba ;

for to th is man who had been brought up in I taly
and had been with h im on campaigns

,
Caesar gave

both the maid and the kingdom of h is fath ers
,
and

as a favou r to them spared the l i ves of A l ex
ander and Ptol emy . To his n ieces

,
th e daughters

whom Octavia had had by Antony and had reared
,

he assigned money from thei r father
’

s estate . H e
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BOOK L I

to view the remains of the Ptol emies
,
though th e 30

A l exandrians were extremely eager to show them
remarking

,

“ I wished to see a king
,
no t corpses .

For thi s same reason he would not enter the presence
of Apis

,
either

,
declaring that h e was accustomed

to worship gods
,
not cattl e . Afterwards h e made

Egypt tributary and gave i t i n charge of Cornel ius
Gal l us . For in v iew of the popul ousness of both the
cities and country

,
the facil e

,
fickl e character of th e

inhabitants
,
and the extent of the grain - supply and

of th e wealth
,
so far from daring to entrust the land

to any senator
,
he would not even gr ant a senator

permission to l i ve i n it
,
except as h e personal ly made

the concession to h im by name . On th e other hand
he did not al low the Egyptians to be senators i n
Rome ; but whereas h e made various dispositions as
regards the several c ities

,
he commanded the

A l exandrians to conduct the i r government without
senators with such capacity for revol ution

,
I suppose

,

did he credit them . And of the system then imposed
upon them most detai l s are rigorously preserved at
the present time

,
but they have their senators both

i n A l exandria
,
beginn ing fi rst under the emperor

Severu s
,
and also in Rome

,
these having fi rst been

enrol l ed in the senate i n th e reign of Severus ’ son
Antoninus .
Thus was Egypt enslaved . A l l th e inhabitants

who resisted for a time were final ly subdued
,
as

,

indeed
,
Heaven very clearly indicated to them

beforehand . For it rained not only water where no
drop had ever fal l en previously

,
but al so blood ; and

there were flashes of armour from th e clouds as th is
bloody rain fel l from them . E l sewhere there was
the clash ing of drums and cymbal s and the notes of
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BOOK L I

flut e s and trumpets
,
and a serpent of huge size 30

suddenly appeared to them and uttered an incredibly
loud h iss . Meanwh il e comets were seen and dead
men ’s ghosts appeared

,
the statues frowned , and

Apis bel lowed a note of lamentation and bu rst into
tears .
So much for these events . I n the palace quantities

of treasure were found . For Cleopatra had taken prae
tical ly all the offerings from even the hol i est shrines
and so helped the Romans swel l th ei r spoi l s w ithout
incu rring any d e fi lement on their own part . Large
sums were al so obtained from every man against
whom any charge of misdemeanou r was brought .
And apart from these

,
all th e rest

,
even though no

particu lar complaint could be lodged against them ,

had two - thirds of thei r property demanded of them .

Out of th is weal th al l the tr00ps received what was
owing them

,
and those who were with Caesar at th e

time got i n addition a thousand sesterces on con
dition of not pl undering the city. Repayment was
made in fu l l to those who had previously advanced
l oans

,
and to both the senators and the knights who

had taken part i n the war large sums were given .

In fine , th e Roman emp i re was enriched and its
temples adorned .

After accompl i sh ing the things j ust re lated Caesar
founded a city there on the very site of th e battl e
and gave to it the same name and the same games as
to the city h e had founded prev iously .

1 He also
cl eared out some of the canal s and dug others over
again

,
besides attending to other important matters .

Then he went th rough Syria into the prov ince of

1 See c hap . 1, 3.
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BOOK L I

Asia and passed the winter th ere settl ing the vario us 30

affai rs of the subj ect nations as wel l as those of the
Parth ians . I t seems there had been dissension among
the Parth ians and a certain Tiridat e s had risen
against Phraat e s ; and h itherto, as long as Antony

’

s
opposition lasted

,
even after the naval battl e

,
Caesar

had no t only not attached h imsel f to e ither s ide,
though they sought h is al l iance

,
bu t had not even

answered them except to say that he woul d think the
matter over . H is excuse was that he was busy wi th
Egypt

,
but in real ity he wanted them in the mean

time to exhaust themsel ves by fighting again st each
other. But now that Antony was dead and of the two
combatants Tiridat e s

,
defeated

,
had taken refuge i n

Syria
,
and Phraat e s , victorious , had sent envoys , he

entered into fri endly negotiation s with the latter ;
and, without promising to aid Tiridat e s , he per
mit t e d him to l ive in Syria . He received from
Phraate s one of h is sons by way of conferring a
favou r upon him,

and taking h im to Rome
,
kept him

as a hostage .

During thi s time and stil l earl ier the Romans at
home had passed many resol utions i n honou r of
Caesar

’

s naval victory . Thus they granted him a
tri umph , as over Cl eopatra, an arch adorned with
trophies at Brundisi um and another in the Roman
Forum . Moreover

,
they decreed that the foundation

of the shrine of Jul i us should be adorned with the
beaks of the captured ships and that a festi val should
be held every four years in honour of Octav ius ; that
there should al so be a thanksgiving on his birthday
and on the ann iversary of the announcement of h is
victory ; al so that when he should enter the city the
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a pri vil ege possessed by none of th e tribunes,1— also a c . so

that he should j udge appeal ed cases, and that in al l
the courts his vote was to be cast as Athena’s vote .

The priests and priestesses also in thei r prayers i n
behalf of the p eopl e and the senate were to p ray for
h im l ikewise

,
and at al l banquets

,
not only publ i c

but p rivate as wel l , everybody was to pou r a l ibation
to h im .

These were the decrees passed at that time ; and B e 2 9

when he was consu l for th e fifth time , with Sextus
Apul eiu s

,
they ratified al l h is acts by oath on the

very first day of January. When th e l etter came
regarding the Parth ians

,
they further arranged that

h i s name should be incl uded in thei r hymns equal ly
with those of the gods ; that a tribe shou ld be cal l ed
the “ Jul ian after h im ; that he should wear th e
tri umphal crown at al l th e festival s that th e senators
who had participated in hi s v ictory shoul d take part
in the triumphal procession arrayed i n purpl e
bordered togas ; that th e day on which he entered
the city should be honoured with sacrifices by th e
whole popul ation and be held sacred for evermore ;
and that he might choose priests even beyond the
regular number

,
— as many

,
i n fact, as he shou ld wish

on any occasion . This last - named pri vi l ege
,
handed

down from that time, was afterwards inde finitely
extended

,
so that I need not hencefort h make a point

of giving the exact number of such offi cial s . Now
Caesar accepted all but a few of these honou rs

,

though he expressly requested that one of them
,
th e

proposal that th e whole population of the city should

3 That is in c ase ofa t ie vo te Cae sar’s vo te l ike Athena’s
i

in the Areopagu s at Athens , was to de c ide in favo u r ofao

q u i ttal . Cf. Ae sc h .
, E 1L77167L. 737 if; Eu r .

,
I p h. T . 965f. , 1472 .
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BOOK L I

go out to meet h im
,
should not be put into effect .

Nevertheless
,
th e action wh ich pl eased h im more

than all the decrees was the closing by the senate of
the gates of Janus

,
implying that all thei r wars had

enti rely ceased
,
and the taking of the augwium

salu lis, which had at th is time fal l en into disuse for
th e reasons I have mentioned .

1 To be sure
,
there

were stil l under arms the Tre ve r i, who had brought
i n the Germans to help them

,
and the Cantabri

,
th e

Vac cae i, and the Ast u re s , — the th ree last - named of
whom were later subj ugated by Statiliu s Taurus

,
and

the former b y Nonius Gal l us, — and there were al so
numerous other disturbances going on i n various
region s ; yet i nasmuch as noth ing of importance
resu lted from them

,
th e Romans at the time did not

consider that they were engaged in war
,
nor have I

,

for my part, anyt h ing notabl e to record about them .

Caesar
,
meanwhil e

,
besides attending to th e gene

ral business
,
gave permission for th e dedication of

sacred precincts i n Ephesus and in Nicaea to Rome
and to Caesar

,
his father

,
whom he named the h ero

Ju liu s .

2 These cities had at that time attained ch ief
place in Asia and in Bithynia respectively . He
commanded that th e Romans resident in th ese cities
shoul d pay honou r to these two d iviniti es ; but he
permitted the al iens

,
whom he styled H el lenes

,
to

consecrate precincts to h imsel f, the A sians to have
thei rs i n Pergamum and the B ithynians thei rs in
Nicomedia . This practice , beginning u nder h im

,
has

been continued under other emperors
,
not only in

the case of the H el l en ic nations but al so i n that of
all th e others , i n so far as they are subj ect to th e
Romans . For in the capital itsel f and in I taly

1 Cf. x x xv i i . 2 4 .

2 D ivus I u liu s .
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general ly no emp eror, however worthy of renown he 2 9

has been
,
has dared to do th is ; sti l l , even there

various d ivi ne honours are bestowed after their death
upon such emperors as have rul ed uprightly, and , in
fact

,
shrines are buil t to them .

All this took pl ace in th e winter ; and th e Per

gamenians also recei ved authority to hold the
“ sacred games, as they cal l ed them ,

i n honou r of
Caesar’s templ e .

1 In the course of the summer
Caesar crossed over to Greece and to I taly ; and
when he entered the city

,
not only all th e citizens

offered sacrifice
,
as has been mentioned

,

2 but even
the consu l Val eri us Po tit u s . Caesar

,
to be sure

,
was

consu l al l that year as for th e two preceding years,
but Po t itu s was the successor of Sextus . I t was he
who publ icly and i n person offered sacrifices in behal f
of th e senate and of the peopl e upon Caesar

’

s arrival
,

a thing that had never before been done i n the case
of any other person . After th is Caesar bestowed
eulogies and honours u pon h is l ieutenants

,
as was

customary , and to Agrippa he further granted, among
other distinctions

,
a dark bl ue flag i n honou r of h is

naval v ictory, and he gave gifts to the soldiers ; to
th e peopl e h e d istributed fo ur hundred sesterces
ap i ece, fi rst to th e men who were adul ts

,
and after

wards to the ch ildren because of h is neph ew Mar
c e llu s . I n v iew of al l th is

,
and because he would not

accept from th e citi es of I taly the gold requi red for
th e crowns 3 they had vo te d h im ,

and becau se
,

won a triumph , fo r the c i tie s ofh i s pro v inc e to send go ld
c rowns , wh i c h we re c arried befo re him in the triumphal p ro
c e ssion . By Cic ero

’s t ime i t was a c ommon prac t ic e t o send
,

instead ofthe c rowns themse l ve s
,
the i r valu e in money

(LL
'

LLrLum co ronar ium) and th i s was now regarded as a fo rm
oftribu te .



D IO ’

S ROMAN H ISTORY

1
LLLLL 77Li157 LL LL 7 6 a 157 6s 05 <j>6LLt 6 7 L0 L151LLLL 67 L

Li776605/L6 , ICCLL LL 0L L
’

iLtLt 0L 677050
‘
56LLt 015 O15/L 60 6

77pa
‘
g
"

615, 650 776p 6 2
'

p777 LLL, 7 6515 7 6 6v 0X6p6515 776157 0515

01 P 057LLLL0L 67767t L
i

90 157 0 , LLLLL 7 LL 677115L/c 1a LL157 0 15

7766059 059 IcaL LLLtLt 0<p15Lt 0515 LL77Li157 0515 7 0515 777 7 77
96157 0515 6157 0515 6L6O15 °

7 0 0 0157 015 r
yLLp 7 6 77Lt 7790 9 7 0515

xp777LLi7 0515 6LLL 77Li0 779 6,1L0L05 9 7 779 776Lt 6059 éX‘b ‘

p770 615 650 7 6 7 LL
,
1L615 167 77pLLL7 LL 677 L7 L7L779 7715LLL, 7 LL 66

6LLV6L0 /LLL7 LL 0 70 77777 059 677L6pLLX7L77 77p67 6p015 6
'

157 LL

7 67 6 677L7 05 7p
L7 77/L0pi05 LL157 779 7 61560 9LLL. 6

0
5p7 a0 6

66 7 770615 7rp057 g7 7771L6pLL 7 Li 7 6 7 0515 110 1515015v K LLL

7 LL 7 0515 A6Lt/LLL7 0515, 7 779 7 6
’

I LL77156LLL9 2 1LLLL 7 0515

77p00XL15p0515 0 175L0 L,
3 K eLt 7 0515 7 6 1LLLL FaM TwV 7 L150515.

FLiL09 r
yc Kapv a 9 7 0159 7 6 Ma5pL150v 9 KaLLLLtLt ov 9

7 L15LL9 0 vv677LLvLL0 7 Liz57 LL9 LL157 0 L9 6X61p050 a 7 0 , xaL

7 0 159 2 0v 77,30v 9 7 615 4
c

P 7715015 677L 77 07t67L05 6LLL

,8Li157 a9 Li776050 LL7 0 °

1LLLL 6LL
L

7 LL157 LL 777/ay e ,
u 615 xaL

61760509 7 LL 15L1c777 77pLLL, 5LLLL7 0 L 7 0 15 7 6 77a 7 p69 LL157 015

15776 7 015 2 15LtLt 015 9 LL15LL7 0596157 09 , K aL 0 157 69 LLp
’
g
'

LLL

7707 6 [LGTC
L

7 0515 LLLtLt 0515 7 6515 6/LOL0515 0L fc t v9 6L9 ,
777

0576 66 LLLLL 6 K LLL0 LLp , 67761677 77 15150 750c 7 779
15a 9 7 77 LL157 0

0

/LpLi7 0pL LL157 O15 LipX77
A

WpOO
'

fi/COUO
'

a

7715. 615 LL615 0 1515 7 77 77p057 77 77,1L6pLL 7 LL15 7 LL 6L605p7 Li

0 977, 615 66 7 77 66v7 6pLL 77 77p69 7 05 A/L7 L05 15av

ILpLL7 iLL, 1LLL15 7 77 7 pi7 77
77 7 779 AL7 1577 7 015 fLLL7 a

0 7 p0¢ 77. 6771<75LL156L9 [L615 677 icaLLLL LLLt Lt LLL 770/L770 L

6LL
L

7 L
L

aw 0 157 779 Lt LigbvpLL (7 00 LL157 LL r
yc

779poi0 977050 7 6 77 Li0 LLL9 677LLp/L60 LLL), 7707t v7 6Lt60 7 Li7 77
6 0 1

5

15 ILLLL LL§L077p677 60 7 Li7 77 0 1
5

7 77 77ALryv777 LLL. 7 Li

7 6 1

7c L
’

iLt Lt LL u LL77KLt 6077Li7 pLL 677L 7LLt L15179 615 705

67 1 Bk. 67 L VM .

2 ’

I a17061
'

as Xy l . , 20 77157401: V hI .

3
0 7510 1 M , om. V.

4
7 LV Bk. ,

7 157 7 6 V IVI .

60



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


D IO ’

S ROMAN H ISTO RY

A I I c I

7 0 15 9a 15Li7 0v LLL/L777LLL7 L 77LLp 6/L0 ,LLL0 977, 050 7 6 7 p0 770 15I A
7 L15LL KaL65c eL157715 p 67 Li 7 6 7 0515 L

’

L
'

LtLtwv aL
’

Xp LLLt 057 0515A A f I A
LLLLL p e7 LL 7 0 15 ALt efLiv6p0 15 7 0 15 LLLLL HLt Lo v , 7 779 7 6

I A I A I
K >t €0 7Tp a 9 7 779 ILLLL 2 6Lt 7715779 , 7 0515 7 65a50515, 059

A A A A
770/L776L0 15 0¢9nvau ,

LL67 LL 66 677 7 0v 7 0 0 KLLL0 ap
( I A I V

e cf) LL77LL0 L15 LL157 0 L9 60 67t LL0 LL9 7 LL
,
LLGV LLLtLt a LLa7 LL

I I
7 6 150

,
1LL§0,LL615015 677pa§6 , 7 015 66 677 0 v 15v 77LL7 015 7 0 159

A
7 6 Lt 0L770v9 L

’

L
'

pX0157 LL9 776p16L66 77LLp LL 7 0 7LLL960 7 775L0 9A A A A
677L0 770

,
1L6150v 9 oi 7L67 LL 7 0115 Lt 0L7705 15

,80 15Lt 6v 7 0515 7 0515

I f A f
0 151515615L7L777L07 0515

°

6205960 11 15 r
yap 0L

,
u 6x5 7776L0 0LLL 0 L

8
\ 5 5

0 1
6 64567760 LLL.

A I I 3

B776L 66 7 LL157 LL 6L67 67t 60 6 , 7 0 7 6 A9 7715LLL015 7 6
a I I

XLLLt /LL6L/L015 05150/LLL0 ,
LL615015 LLLLL 7 0

,
80157t 6v 7 77pL015 7 0

I A A A A
I o t LeLov, 7 0 677L 7 77 7 0 0 77LL7 p0 9 LL157 0 15 7 LLL77

I I I
7 615071 615015, LLa0L6p050 615 . 61560 7 770 6 66 69 LL157 0 7 0

)I A I A SI 0 Q
LLfyLLLt/LLL 7 0 7 779 NL/Lns 7 0 LLLLL z5u z5 0 15, 6777t 0515, 059
I I A I
60L/L615, 67 L 77LLp

’

LL157 779 7 7715 LLpX7715 6x 7 770 a 7 o
°

7715A I 3 A 7 t I
66 677 7 0515 Tapav7 L150515, Ka t 6/L6L9615 69 7 7715 13 0570 7715

)I A I f I
LL0/LL0 9 615 615 7 6 7 05 0 v 1566pL05 L6p 15977 LLLLL AL'yvI I 3 I A A A
777 L0L9 Raq pOL9 6/L00 7L776

’
77. iLa L 7 0 0 7 0 /LLLL 7 05 7 0 0I f I f I I f A

I o t Lo v 77pa5a5 0 0 L0596157 L 7 07 6 157777p§6
°

O
'

UXVCL
r

yapI A A
1LLLL 69 6/L6L150 61567 6977, LLLLL 67 6pLL 7 05 7 6 ALL 7 05I A f/ A Q A Q I
K LL77L7 057t L05 LLLLL 7 77 Hn 7 77 7 6 A9 77n 16p 05977,I A I 9 A 3 A I
77 0 157 0515 7 0515 77p07 6p015 6157 LLv 19LL LLz5LL/L6L0 9LLL 60/Lov15

I 9 I I

7 0515 77 LLLLL 67 L LL61/.L6150515 GIG 7 07 6 KaHaL
I I OI

p 696157 0515 059 LLLLL
,
1L671LLLL0 7L6150515.

2
LLaL 0 v7 059

‘
77

I A A
KLt 6077 Li7 pLL LLLLL776p IcaL 777 7 7796L0 0L lLLLL LLLt0 150 LL

1 617567760 9011 M ,
67760 60 1 V.

2
711670 10 0716v v . H erwe rd en, 71674 10711706q VM .



BOOK L I

in a way she
,
too

,
together with the other capti ves B . C .

‘

2 9

and with her chi ld re n
,
A l exander

,
cal l ed al so H el ios

,

and Cleopatra
,
cal l ed al so Sel ene

,
was a part ofth e

spectacl e and a trophy in th e p rocession . A fter
this came Caesar

,
riding into the city beh ind them

al l . He did everything in th e customary manner,
except that he permitted h is fel low - consu l and th e
other magistrates

,
contrary to precedent

,
to fol low

him along with th e senators who had participated i n
the v ictory ; for it was usual fo r such offi cial s to
march in advance and for only the senators to
fol low.

1

After finishing thi s cel ebration Caesar dedicated
the templ e of M inerva

,
cal l ed al so the Chal cidicum

,

and the Curia Iul ia
,
which had been bu il t in honour

ofhis father. I n the latter h e set up the statue of
Victory which is stil l in ex istence

,
thus signifying

probably that i t was from her that h e had received the
empire . I t had bel onged to the peopl e of Tarentum

,

whence it was now brought to Rome
,
placed i n the

senate - chamber
,
and decked with the spoi l s of Egypt .

The same cou rse was foll owed in the case ofthe
shrine of Jul iu s which was consecrated at this time

,

for many of these spoil s were placed i n it al so and
others were dedicated to Jupiter Cap ito linu s and to
Juno and Minerva

,
after all the obj ects i n these

temples which were supposed to have been placed
there prev iously as dedications

,
or were actual ly

dedications, had by decree been taken down at th is
time as d e fi led . Thus Cleopatra , though defeated and
captured, was nevertheless glorified, i nasmuch as her

1 The c u stom was fo r the magis trate s to issu e from the

c i ty t o mee t the v ic toriou s gene ral , and then t o turn and
marc h ahead ofhim. Oc tav iu s , by pu t t ing them beh ind him ,

symbo l i z ed h is po sit ion as c h iefc i t i z en ofthe s tate .
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ado rnments repo se as dedications in o u r templ es and
she hersel f is seen in gold in the shrine of Venus .
At the consecration of the shrine to J ul i us there

were all kinds of contests
,
and the boys of the

patricians performed the equestrian exerci se cal led
“ Troy

,
and men of the same rank contended with

chargers
, with pai rs, and with four - horse teams ;

furthermore
,
one Qu intus Vitel l i us, a senator, fought

as a gladiator . Wild beasts and tame animal s were
sl ain in vast numbers

,
among them a rh inoceros and

a hippopotamus
,
beasts then seen for th e fi rst time

in Rome . A s regards the nature of the hippopotamus ,
i t has been described by many and far more have
seen it . The rhinoceros

,
on the other hand

,
i s i n

general somewhat l ike an el ephant
,
but it has also a

horn on its very nose and has got its name because of
th is . These beasts, accordingly, were brought in, and
moreove r Dacians and Suebi fought in crowds with
one another . The latter are Germans

,
the former

Scyth ians of a sort . The Suebi
,
to be exact, dwel l

beyond the Rhine (though many p eopl e elsewhere
claim thei r name), and the Dacians on both sides of
the I ster ; those of the l atter, however, who l ive on
this side of the river near th e country of the Trib alli
are reckoned in with the district of Moesia and are
cal led Mo e sians

,
except by those l i ving in the

immediate neighbourhood
,
whil e those on th e other

side are cal led Dacians and are either a branch of
the Getae or Thracians belonging to the Dacian race
that once inhabited Rhodope . Now these Dacians
had before this time sent envoys to Caesar ; but

65
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when they obtained non e of thei r reques ts
,
th ey went 2 9

over to Antony . They proved of no great assistance
to h im

,
however

,
owing to stri fe among themselves

,

and some who were afterwards captured were now
matched against the Suebi . The whol e sp ectacl e
lasted many days

,
as one would expect

,
and there

was no interrup tion , even though Caesar fel l il l , but
it was carried on i n h is absence under th e direction
of others . On one of the days of th i s cel ebration
the senators gave banquets i n the vestibul es of th ei r
several homes ; but what th e occasion was for thei r
doing th is, I do not know

,
since it i s not recorded .

These were th e events of those days . And whi l e
Caesar was sti l l i n h is fou rth consul sh ip

,
Statiliu s

Taurus both constructed at h is own expense and
dedicated with a gladiatorial combat a hunting
theatre of stone 1 in th e Campu s Martiu s . Because
of th is h e was permitted by the peopl e to choose one
of the praetors each year .
During the same period in wh ich these events

occurred Marcus Crassus was sent into Macedon ia and
Greece and carried on war with the Dacians and
Bastarnae . I have al ready stated who the former were
and why they had become hosti l e th e Bastarnae , on
the other hand, who are properly classed as Scythians ,
had at th is time crossed the I ster and subdued the
part of Moesia opposite them ,

and aft erwards sub
dued the Trib alli who adjoin th i s district and the
Dardani who inhabit the Trib allian country . And as
long as they were thus engaged

,
they had no troubl e

I Th is was the first s tone amph i theatre in Rome .
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the re . Then
,
when the Bas tarnae , i n th e bel ief that a

the scouts were all al one
,
rushed to attack them and

pursued them as they retreated into the th ick of the
forest

,
he destroyed many of them on the spot and

many others in the rout which fol lowed . For not
only were they hindered by their waggons

,
which

were in thei r rear
,
but thei r desire to save thei r

wives and ch ild ren was al so instrumental in their
defeat . Crassus h imself sl ew their king D e ld o and

would have dedicated his armour as 1710110 07117170 to
J upiter Fe re t riu s had h e been general in supreme
command . Such was the natu re of th is engage
ment. A s for the remainder of the Bastarnae , some
perished by taking refuge in a grove

,
which was

then set on fi re on all sides
,
and others by rush ing

into a fort
,
in which they were annihilated ; stil l

others were destroyed by leaping into the I ster
,

or as they were scattered here and there th rough
the country . But some su rvi ved even so and

sei z ed a strong position
,
where Crassu s besieged

them in vain for several days . Then with the aid

of Rol es
,
king of a tribe of the Getae

,
he destroyed

them . Now Rol es
,
when he visited Caesar

,
was

treated as his fri end and al ly because of this ser
vice ; and the captives were d istributed among the
sold iers .
After accompl ishing th is task Crassus turned his

attention to the Mo e sians ; and partly by persuasion
in some cases

,
part ly by terrifying them

,
partly al so

by applying force
,
b e subdued all except a very few,

though only after great hardships and dangers . And
for the time being, since it was winter, he retired
into friendly territory

,
after suffering greatly from
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the cold and much more stil l at th e hand s of the
Thracians

,
through whose country he was returning

in the b e lief
’

that it was friendly . Hence he de
cided to be content with what he had al ready
accompl ished . For sacrifices and a triumph had

been voted
,
not only to Caesar

,
but to him al so ;

neverthel ess
,
he d id not receive the titl e of imperato r ,

as some report, but Caesar al one assumed it . The
Bas tarnae , now,

angered at thei r disasters and

l earning that he would make no fu rther campaigns
against them, turned again upon the D enthe le t i and

Sitas
,
whom they regarded as having been the ch ief

cause of thei r evil s . Thus it came about that Crassus
rel uctantly took the field ; and fal ling upon them
unexpectedly after advancing by forced marches

,
he

conquered them and imposed such terms of peace as
he pl eased . And now that he had once taken up
arms again

,
he conceived a desire to punish the

Thrac ians who had harassed him during his retu rn
from Moesia ; for it was reported at this time that
th ey were fortifying positions and were eager for war .

He succeeded in subduing some of them
,
namely

the Maedi and th e Serdi
,
though not without diffi culty

,

by conquering them in battl e and cutting offthe
hands of the capti ves and he overran the rest of th e
country except the territory of th e Od ry sae . These
he Spared because they are attached to th e service
of Dionysus

,
and had come to meet h im on this

occasion without thei r arms ; and he al so granted
them the land in which they magnify the god

,

taking it away from the Bessi who were occupy
ing it .

Whil e he was thus engaged , Roles, who had

become embroil ed with D apy x , himselfal so king of
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a tribe of the Getae, sent for h im . Crassu s went to
h is aid , and by hurl ing the horse of h is Opponents
back upon thei r infantry he so thoroughly terrified
the latter al so that what fol lowed was no l onger a

b attl e but a great slaughter of flee ing men of both
arms . Next he cut offD apy x, who had taken refuge
in a fort, and besieged him . In the course of the
siege someone hai l ed him from th e wal l s i n Greek

,

obtained a conference with h im
,
and arranged to

betray the place . The b arbarians
,
thus captu red

,

turned upon one another
,
and D apy x was ki l l ed

along with many others . H is brother
,
however

,

Crassus took al i ve
,
and not only did him no harm but

actual ly rel eased h im .

Aft e r finish ing this campaign Crassus l ed h is troops
against the cave cal l ed Ciris . For the natives in great
numbers had occupied th is cave

,
which i s ext remely

large and so capabl e of defence that the tradition
obtai ns that the Titans took refuge th ere after their
defeat s uffered at the hands of the gods ; and here
they had brought together all their h erds and their
other most cherished belongings . Crassus fi rst sought
out all th e entrances to th e cave, which are tortuous
and diffi cul t to discover, wal l ed them up, and in th is
way subdued the men by famine . Afte r this su ccess
h e did not l eave i n peace the rest of the Getae

,
either

,

even though they had no connex ion with D apy x ,
but he marched upon G enu c la

,
the most strongly

defended fortress of the kingdom of Z y raxe s , becau se
he heard that th e standards which the Bastarnae
had taken from Gaius Antoniu s 1 near the city of the
I strians were there . His assaul t was made both by

Cf. xxx viii. IO.
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The fo l lowing is contained in the Fifty s e c ond ofD io ’
s

Rome

H ow Caesar planned to lay as ide his sove re ignty (chaps .

1- 401
H owhe began to b e cal led empero r (chap .

Duration of time , the remainde r ofthe consulsh ip of
Caesar (V) and Se x tu s Apule ius .

SUC H were the ach ievements of the Romans and
such their sufferings under th e kingsh ip , under th e
republ ic

,
and under the dom in ion of a few

,
during a

period of seven hundred and twenty - fi ve years .
After th is they reverted to what was

,
strictly

speaking
,
a monarchy

,
although Caesar planned to

lay down his arms and to entrust the management
of th e state to th e senate and the peopl e . H e made
h is decision

,
however

,
in consul tation with Agrippa

and Maecenas
,
to whom he was wont to comm un i cate

al l h is secret plans ; and Agrippa, taking the l ead ,
spoke as fol lows

“ Be not surprised
,
Caesar

,
if I shall try to turn

your thoughts away from monarchy
,
even though I

should derive many advantages from i t, at l east if i t
was you who held th e position . For i f i t were to be
profitabl e to you also

,
I shou ld advocate it most

earnestly ; but since the priv i l eges of a monarchy

79
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BOOK L I I

are by no means the same fo r the rulers as for thei r 2 9

friends
,
b u t , on the contrary, j eal ous ies and dangers

fal l to the lot of the rul ers wh il e thei r friends reap
,

without incu rr ing eith e r j eal ous ies or dangers, al l the
benefits they can wish for

,
I have thought it right,

in th is question as in all others
,
to have regard

,
not

for my own interests
,
but for yours and the state ’s .

Let us consider , now, at our l eisure all the
characteristi cs of th is system of governm ent and
then shape our course in whichever direction our
reason ing may l ead us . For surely no one wi l l assert
that we are obl iged to choose monarchy in any and
all ci rcumstances

,
even i f i t be not profitable . I f we

choose it
,
peopl e wi l l th ink that we have fal l en

v ictims to our own good fortune and have been bereft
of our senses by our successes

,
or el se that we have

been aim ing at sovereignty al l the wh il e
,
making of

ou r appeal s to you r father and of our devotion to h is
memory a mere pretext and using th e peopl e and the
senate as a cloak, with the purpo se, not of free ing
these latter from those who plotted against them

,

but of making them slaves to ourselves . And either
explanation involves censure for us . For who could
help being indignant when h e finds that we have
said one th ing and then discovers that we have
meant another ? Would he not hate us m uch more
now than i f we had at th e outset laid bare our de s i res
and set out directly for the monarchy ? To be sure

,

men have come to bel i eve that i t somehow is an
attribute of h uman nature

,
however selfish that may

seem, to resort to deeds of v iol ence ; for every one
who excel s in any respect th inks it right that h e
should have more than his inferior

,
and if he m eets

with any success
,
he ascribes h is success to the force

VO L . V I .
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BOOK L I I

of his own intel ligence
,
whereas if h e fail s, he lays

the blame for h is fai lu re upon the i nfluence of the
d ivine wil l . But

,
on the other hand

,
the man who,

in fol lowing such a course, resorts to plotting and
vil lainy

,
i s
,
i n the first place

,
held to be crafty and

crooked
,
mal icious

,
and depraved

,
— an opinion which

I know you would not al low anyone to exp ress or to
enter tain about you , even if you might rul e the
whole world by such practices ; and , i n th e second
place

,
i f he su cceeds

,
men think that the advantage

he has gained is unj ust
,
or if he fail s

,
that his dis

c omfi tu re i s meri ted . This being the case
,
men

would reproach u s qu ite as much if we shou ld now,

after the event
,
begin to covet that advantage

,
even

though we harboured no such intention at th e outset .
For surely it i s much worse for men to l et c ircum
stances get th e better of them and not only to fai l
to hold themsel ves in check but to abuse the gifts of
Fortune

,
than to wrong others in consequence of

fai l ure . For men who have fai l ed are often comp el l ed
by thei r very misfortunes to commit wrongs even
agai nst thei r wi l l i n order to meet th e demands of
thei r own interests

,
whereas the others vol un tari ly

abandon thei r sel f- control even when it is unprofitabl e
to do so . Andwhen men have no straightforwardness
i n thei r soul s

,
and are incapabl e of moderation in

deal ing with the blessings bestowed upon them
,
how

cou ld one expect them eith er to rul e wel l over others
or to conduct themsel ves properly in adversi ty In
the conviction

,
therefore

,
that we are gui l ty of

neither of these shortcomings
,
and that we have no

desi re to act i rrational ly
,
but that we shal l choose

whatever course shal l appear to us after del iberation
t o be best, l et u s proceed to make our decis ion
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opposite as belonging to all al ike
,
th ey not only wish

no harm to befal l any one of the citizens
,
but devoutly

hope that noth ing but prosperity wil l fal l to the lot
of each and al l . And if one of them possesses any
excel lence h imsel f

,
he readily makes it known

,

practises i t enthusiastical ly
,
and exh ibits i t most

joyful ly or i f h e sees it in another, he readily brings
i t to the l ight

,
eagerly takes part i n increasing i t

,

and bestows the most Spl endid honours upon it. On
the other hand

,
ifany one shows h imselfbase

,
every

body hates h im
,
and if any one meets with misfortune

,

everybody pities h im ; fo r each person regards th e
loss and the d isgrace that ari se th erefrom as shared
i n by the whol e state .

This i s the character of democraci es . Under
tyrannies exactly the opposite conditions are found .

But why go into al l the detai l s at length ? The
ch ief th ing is that no one is wil l ing to be thought to
have any superior knowledge or possession

,
because

the dominant power general ly becomes whol ly hosti l e
to him on account of such superiority ; on the con
t rary , every one makes the tyrant

’s character h is
own standard of l ife and pu rsues whatever obj ects h e
may hope to gain through him by overreach ing
others without personal risk . Consequently

,
the

maj ority of the peopl e are devoted only to their own
interests and hate al l thei r neighbours

,
regarding the

others
'

successes as th ei r own losses and the others
’

misfo rtunes as thei r own gains .
Such being the state of the case

,
I do not see what

motive could reasonably induce you to desi re to
become sol e rul er . For that system

,
besides being

diffi cul t to apply to democraci es , would be vastly
more difficul t sti l l for you you rsel f to put into effect .
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Or do you not see how the city and its affai rs are

even now i n a state of turmoi l P I t i s d iffi cul t
,
al so

,

to overthrow our populace
,
which has lived for so

many years in freedom
,
and difficult, when so many

enemies beset u s round about
,
to reduce again to

slavery th e al l ies and subj ect nat ions, some of wh ich
have had a democratic government from of old

,

whil e others of them have been set free by us ou r
selves .

To begin first with the l east important consider
ation

,
i t wil l be necessary that you procure a large

supply of money from all sides ; for it is impossibl e
that our present revenues should suffi ce for th e
support of the tr00ps

,
not to speak of the other

expenses . Now th is need of funds
,
to be sure ,

ex ists in democraci es al so
,
since it is not possibl e for

any government to continue without expense . B u t

i n democracies many citi z ens make large con
t rib u tions , preferably of thei r own free wil l

,
i n

addition to what is required of them
,
making it a

matter of patriotic emulation and securing appro

priat e honours in return for thei r l iberal ity ; or, i f
perchance compul sory l evies ar e al so made upon the
whol e body of citi z ens

,
they submit to it both because

it is done with thei r own consent and because the
contributions they make are in thei r own interests .
In monarch ical governments

,
on the o ther hand , the

citi z ens all think that the rul ing power al one
,
to

which they credit boundless weal th
,
shou ld bear th e

expense ; for they are very ready to search ou t th e
rul er’s sou rces of income

,
but do not reckon his

expenses so careful ly ; and so they make no c on

t rib u tions from their private means gladly or of their
own free wil l , nor are the publ ic l ev ies th ey make
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voted of thei r own free choice . A s for th e volun tary 2 9

contributions
,
no cit i z en would feel free to make one

,

any more than he wou ld readi ly admit that he was
rich

,
and i t i s not to the advantage of the rul er that

he should
,
for immediately he would acq u ire a r e

putation for patriotism among the masses
,
become

conceited
,
and i ncite a rebel l ion . On the other

hand, a general l evy weighs heavi ly upon the masses,
the more so because they suffer the l oss whi l e th e
others reap the gai n . Now i n democracies those
who contribute th e money as a general ru l e al so
serve in the army, so that i n a way they get thei r
money back again ; but in monarchies one set of
peopl e usual ly engages i n agricul tu re

,
manufactu ring,

commerce
,
and pol itics, — and these are th e classes

from which the state
’

s receipts are ch iefly deri ved
,

and a different set i s under arms and draws pay .

“ This singl e ci rcumstance, then , which is as I have
described it

,
wi l l cause you troubl e . But here is

another. I t i s by all means essential that whoever
from time to time commits a crime should pay some
penal ty. For the maj ori ty of men are not brought
to reason by admonition or by example, but it i s
absol utely necessary to punish them by d isfranc liise
ment

,
by ex i l e

,
or by death ; and such punishments

are often administered in an empire as large as t his
i s and i n a population as great as ours

,
especial ly

du ring a change of government . Now i f you
appointed other men to j udge these wrongdoers

,

they would v ie with each other in acquitting the
accused

,
and particularly all whom you might be

though t to hate ; for j udges, you know,
gain an

appearance of authority when they ac t in any way
contrary to the wish of the rul er . And if an
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check on them ,
he cannot do so j ustly . What, then , 2 0

will you do with them ? How wil l y o u deal wi th
them I f y o u root out th eir families , diminish thei r
weal th

,
and humbl e their pride, you wil l not have

the good - wil l of you r subj ects . How could you
have it

,
i f no one is permitted to be born to nobl e

rank
,
or to grow rich honestly

,
or to become strong or

brave or intel l igent ? Yet ifyou al low these various
classes to grow strong, you wil l no t be abl e to deal
with them easi ly. True

,
i f you al one were equal to

carrying on the business of the state and the bu siness
of warfare successful ly and i n a manner to meet the
demands of each s ituation

,
and needed no assistant for

any of these matters, i t would be a different matter.
A s the case stands

,
however

,
since you would b e

governing this vast world
,
i t would be qu ite essential

fo r you to have many hel pers ; and of cou rse they
ought all to be both brave and high - spirit ed . Now
i f you hand over the l egions and the offi ces to men
of such parts

,
there wil l be danger that both you and

you r government wil l be overthrown . For it is no t
possibl e either for a man of any real worth to be
natu ral ly lacking in spi rit

,
or on the other hand for a

man sprung from a serv i l e sphere of l ife to acqu ire a
proud spi rit , nor, again , ifhe proves himself a man

of spirit
,
c an he fai l to desire liberty and to hate all

mast ery. If
,
on the other hand

,
you entrust nothing

to these men
,
but put affairs in charge of common

men of i ndifferent origin
,
you wil l very soon incu r

th e resentment of the first class
,
who wil l think

themsel ves distrusted
,
and you wil l very soon fail

i n the greatest enterprises . For what good thing
could an ignorant or low - born person accompl ish ?
Who of o u r enemies would not hold him in c on
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had go ne thro ughmany bitte r expe rie nces , concei ved 2 11

a desi re for l iber ty ; and when we had secured it, we
advanced to o u r pre sent proud eminence

,
strong in

no advantages save those that come from democracy .

I t was on the strength of these that the senate
del iberated

,
th e peopl e ratified

,
th e sold iers in th e

ranks were fi l l ed with zeal and thei r commanders
with ambition . None of these th ings could happen
under a tyranny . At any rate the ancient Romans
came to feel so great a hatred of tyranny for these
reasons that they even laid that form of government
under a curse .

And apart from these considerations
,
ifone is to

Speak about matters which touch you r personal in
t e re st s , how cou ld you endure to admini ster affai rs
so manifold

,
not only by day but al so by night ?

H ow could you hold out if you r health should fai l P

What human bl essings coul d you enjoy
,
and how

could you be happy if depri ved of them ? In what
cou ld you take genu ine pl easu re

,
and when would

you be free from the keenest pain ? For it i s
qu ite inev itabl e that a man who holds an office of
this kind shou l d have many anxi eti es

,
be subj ect to

many fears
,
and have very l ittl e enj oyment of what

is most pleasant
,
but shou ld always and everywhere

b 0th see and hear
,
do and suffer

,
only that which i s

disagreeabl e . That
,
I imagine

,
i s th e reason why

,
i n

ce rtain ins tances, among both Greeks and barbarians .
men have refused to accept the office of king when it
was offered to them .

“ Therefore I would have you foresee al l these
d isadvantages and take counsel befo re you become

i nvol ved in them . For it i s disgraceful
,
or rath er

it i s qu ite impossibl e
,
for a man to withdraw when
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BOOK L I I

of a l ess agreeable natu re
,
so that a man should be 2 9

induced for the sake of gaining this advantage to
accept those disadvantages al so, especial ly when the
sovereign i s bound to bestow upon others the benefit
to be derived from this advantage and to have for
h imself alone the unpl easantness that results from
the disadvantages . I n the second place

,
th is ad van

tage is not without complications
,
as peopl e th ink ;

for a rul er cannot possibly satisfy all who ask for
favours . Those

,
namely

,
who th ink they ought to

receive some gift from the sovereign are pract ical ly
all mankind

,
even though no favou r is due to them

at the moment for every one natural ly th inks wel l
of h imsel f and wishes to enj oy some benefit at the
hands of him who is able to bestow it. But the
benefits which c an be given them

,
— I mean titl es

and offi ces and sometimes money
,

— wil l be found
very easy t o count when compared with the vast
number of the applicants . This being so, greater
hostility wil l inevitably be fel t t oward the monarch
by those who fai l t o get what they want

,
than friend

line ss by those who obtai n their desires . For the
latter take what they receive as due them and th ink
there is no particular reason for being gratefu l to
the giver

,
since they ar e getting no more than they

expected besides
,
they act ual ly shrink from showing

gratitude for fear they may thereby give evidence of
their being unworthy of the kindness done them .

The others, when t hey are disappointed in their
hopes

,
are aggrieved for two reasons : in the first

place
,
th ey feel that they are being robbed of what

belongs to them
,
for invariably men think they

al ready possess whatever they set their hearts upon
and

,
in the second place

,
th ey feel that

,
ifthey are
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BOOK LH

others wh ich I mentioned a l ittl e whi l e ago, be
prudent whil e you may and duly place in th e hands
of the peopl e the army

,
the provinces, the offi ces ,

and the publ ic funds . I f you do it at once and

vol untarily
,
you wil l be the most famous of men

and the most secure ; but if you wait for some
compul sion to be brought to bear upon you , you
wil l very likely suffer some disaster and gain in

famy besides . Consider the testimony of h istory
Marius and Sul la and Metel lu s

,
and Pompey at fi rst

,

when they got control of affairs
,
not only refused to

assume sovereign power but al so escaped disaster
thereby ; whereas Cinna and Strabo, 1 the younger
Marius and Sertorius, and Pompey himself at a later
time

,
conceived a desire for sovereign power and

perished miserably . For it i s a diffi cu l t matter to
induce th is city

,
which has enj oyed a democrat i c

government for so many years and holds empire
over so many pe0p1e, to consent to become a slave to
any one . You have heard how th e peopl e banished
Camil l u s j ust because he used white horses for his
triumph ; you have heard how they deposed Scipio
from power

,
fi rst condemning him for some ac t of

arrogance ; and you remember how they proceeded
against you r father j ust because they conceived a

suspicion that he desired to be sol e rul er . Yet there
have never been any better men than these .

Neve rth el ess
,
I do no t advise you merely to

rel inqu ish the sovereignty, but first to take all the
measu res which the public interest demands and by
decrees and laws to settl e definitive ly all important
business, j ust as Sulla d id

,
you recal l ; for even if

some of his ordinances were subsequently overthrown
,

1 Cf. x liv. 2 8, l .
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the privi l ege ofdoing and saying precisely what one 2 9

pleases becomes
,
in the case of sensible persons

,
i f you

examine the matter
,
a cause of the highest happiness

to them all
,
yet in the case of th e foolish it becomes

a cause of disaster . For this reason he who offers
this privil ege to the fool i sh is v i rt ual ly putting a sword
in the hands of a child or a madman : but he who
offers it to the prudent i s not only preserving all thei r
other privil eges but is al so saving these men them
selves even in spite ofth emselves . Therefore I ask
you not to fix your gaz e upon the specious terms

appl ied t o t hese things and thus be deceived
,
but to

weigh careful ly the results which come from the
things themselves and then put an end to the

i nsol ence of the populace and place the management
of public affai rs in the hands of yoursel f and the
other best citiz ens

,
to the end that th e business of

del iberation may be performed by the most prudent
and that of ruling by those best fitted for command

,

whil e the work of serving in the army for pay i s l eft to
those who are strongest physical ly and most needy . I n
thisway each class of citiz ens wi l l z eal ously discharge
the duties wh ich devolve upon them and wil l readily
render to one another such services as are due

,
and

wil l thu s be u naware of their inferiori ty when one
class i s at a disadvantage as compared with another

,

and all wil l gain the tru e democracy and the freedom
which does not fail . For the boasted freedom of the
mo b proves in experience to be the bitterest servitude
of the best el ement to the other and brings upon both
a common destruction whereas th is freedom of which
I speak everywhere prefers for honour the men of
prudence, awarding at the same time equality to all

according to thei r desert s
,
and thus gives happine ss

impartial ly to all who enjoy this l iberty .
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unho ly ci vil str i fe . For these are the e v i l s fo und in 2 11

e very democracy
,

- the more powerful men
,
name ly

,

in reach ing out after the primacy and h iring the
weaker

,
turn everyth ing upside down

,
— b u t they

have been most frequent in our country
,
and there

i s no other way to put a stop to them than th e way
I propose . And the ev idence is

,
that we have now

for a long time been engaged in wars and civ i l strife .

The cause is th e multi tude of ou r population and
the magn i tude of th e bus iness of our government ;
for the population embraces men of every k ind , in
respect both to race and to endowment

,
and both

thei r tempers and thei r des ires are man i fold ; and
the business of th e state has become so vast
that it can be adm in i stered on ly with the greatest
diffi culty .

Witness to the truth of my words i s borne by our
past . For wh il e we were but few in number and
d iffered i n no important respect from our neighbours ,
we got along we llwith our government and subj ugated
almost al l I taly ; but ever since we were l ed outs ide
th e pen insul a and crossed over to many con tinents
and many islands

,
fi l l ing the whol e sea and the

whol e earth w ith our nam e and power
,
noth ing good

has been our lot . At first it was on ly at home and
with in ou r wal l s that we broke up into factions and
quarrel led , but afterwards we even carried th is
plague out into the l eg ions . Therefore our c ity

,
l ike

a great -merchan tman manned with a crew of every
race and lacking a pi lot

,
has now for many genera

tions been rol l ing and pl unging as it has drifted th is
way and that in a heavy sea

,
a sh ip as it were

without bal last . Do not
,
then

,
al low her to be

longer exposed to th e tempest ; for you see that she
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fi rst . And yet some say that Sulla, fearing th is very
fate, forestal l ed it by making away with h imself ;1 at

any rate, much of his l egislation began to be undone
whi l e h e was y e t al ive . Therefore you al so must
expect that there wil l be many a man who wil l prove
a Lepidus to you and many a man who wil l prove
a Sertoriu s

,
a Brutus

,
or a Cassius .

Looking
,
then

,
at these facts and refl ecting upon

all the other considerations invol ved , do not abandon
yourself and you r country merely in order t o avoid
giving the impression to some that you del iberately
sought the office . For, i n th e fi rst place, even i f men
do suspect this

,
the ambition i s not inconsistent with

human nature and the risk invol ved is a nobl e one .

Again
,
what man i s there who does not know the

circumstances which constrai ned you to assume you r
present position ? Hence

,
ifthere be any faul t to

find with these compel l ing ci rcumstances
,
one might

with entire j u stice lay i t upon you r father
’

s murderers .
For if they had not slai n him in so unjust and pitiabl e
a fash ion

,
you would not have taken up arms

,
wou ld

not have gathered your l egions
,
would not have

made you r compact with Ant ony and Lepidus
,
and

would not have had to defend yoursel f against these
men themsel ves . That you were right

,
however

,

and were j ustified in doing all th is
,
no one is unaware .

Therefore , even if some slight error has been com
mit t e d

, yet we cannot at th is time with safety undo
anyth ing that has been done . Therefore

,
for ou r

own sake and for that of th e state l et u s obey
Fortune , who offers you the sol e rul ersh ip . And le t
u s be very grateful t o her that she has not only freed
u s from our domestic troubl es

,
but has al so placed in

1 This t rad it ion is fo und h e re only .
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the best
,
and the richest men obtainabl e, selecting 2 9

them not only from I taly b u t also from the al l ies and
the subj ect nations . In th is way you wil l have
many assi stants for yourself . and wil l have in safe
keeping the l eading men from al l th e prov inces ;
thus the prov inces

,
having no leaders of establ ish ed

repute
,
wil l not begin rebel l ions, and thei r p rominent

men wil l regard you with affection because they have
been made sharers in your empire .

“ Take these same measures i n the case of the
knights also, by enrol l ing i n the equestrian order
such men as hold second place in thei r several
districts as regards birth

,
excel lence and wealth .

Register as many new members i n both classes as
you please

,
without being over particu lar on the

score of their number . For the more men of repute
you have as your associates, the eas i e r you wil l find
it
,
for your own part

,
to adm ini ster everyth ing in

time ofneed and
,
so far as your subj ects are con

cerned, the more easi ly wi l l you persuade them that
you are not treating them as s laves or as i n any way
inferior to us, but that you are sharing with them ,

not only all the other advantages wh ich we oursel ves
enjoy, but al so the ch ief magistracy as wel l , and thu s
make them as devoted to that office as i f i t were
thei r own . And so far am I from retracting th is
last statement as rash ly made, that I declare that
the citizens ought every one actual ly to be gi ven a
share in the government

,
i n order that

,
being on an

equal ity with u s in this respect also
,
they may be

ou r faithful al l ies , l iv ing as it were in a singl e city,
namely ou r own , and considering that th is i s i n very
truth a city

,
whereas thei r own homes are but th e

countryside and vi l lages .
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th is wil l be accompl ished if you assign them on
appointment chiefly to home affai rs and do not
permit any of them to have armed forces during thei r
term of offi ce or immediately afterward

,
but only aft e r

the lapse of some time
,
as much as you th ink suffi ci ent

in each instance . I n th is way they wi ll n ever be put
in command of l egions whi l e stil l enj oying the pres
tige of thei r offi cial t it le s and thu s be l ed to sti r up
rebel l ions

,
and after they have been private c itizens

for a time they wil l be of milder disposition . Let
these magistrates conduct such of the festi val s as
natural ly belong to thei r offi ce

,
and l et th em al l

several ly sit as j udges in all kinds of cases except
homicide during thei r tenu re of offi ce in Rome .

Cou rts should be establ ished
,
to be sure

,
with th e

o ther senators and knights as members
,
but final

authority should rest with these magistrates .
“ A s for th e prefect of th e city

,
men should be

appointed to that office who are l eading citizens and
have prev iously passed through the appropriate
offices ; it should be the prefect

’s duty
,
not to govern

merely when the consu l s are out of town
,
b u t in

general to be at al l times in charge of the affai rs of
the city, and to decide the cases wh ich come to h im
from al l the other magist rates I have mentioned

,

whether on appeal or fo r review
,
together with those

wh ich invol ve the death penal ty ; and h is j u risd iction
should extend, not on ly to those who l i ve in the city,
e xcept such as I shal l name

,
but al so to those who

dwel l outside the city for a distance of one hundred
miles .

Let stil l another magistrate be chosen
,
th is man

al so from the class described
, whose duties shal l be

to pass upon and supervise al l matters pertain ing to
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to these official s . As fo r those who have served as 2 9

prae tors, le t them h o ld some office among the subj ect
natio n s (befo re th ey have be e n praeto rs I do not
th ink they should have th is p ri v i l ege, but they
ought first to serve for one or two terms as l i eu
tenants to the ex - praetors j ust mentioned); then
they should next hold office as consu ls, prov ided
that they have proved satisfacto ry offi cial s to th e end
of their terms, and after that they shou ld recei ve
the more important governorsh ips . I advise you

,

namely
,
to arrange these pos itions as fol lows . Take

I taly as a whol e (I m ean the part ofi t wh ich i s
more than one hundred m i l es from the city), and
all the rest of the territory wh ich owns ou r sway,
the islands and the continents

,
and div ide it into

districts
,
i n each case according to races and nations

,

and take also al l the c ities that are strong and in
dependent enough to be rule d by one governor w ith
ful l powers . Then station soldiers in them and send
out as governor to each distri ct or independent c ity
one of the ex - consu l s

,
who shal l have genera l charge

,

and two of the ex - praetors . One of the latter
,
fresh

from the city
,
should be put in charge of al l matters

pertain ing to persons in private l ife and of th e c om

m i ssary ; the other, a man who has had special
train ing for th i s work , wil l adm in ister th e pu bl i c
bus iness of the c ities and wil l h ave command of th e
sold iers

,
except in cases that involve d isfranch isement

or death . Such cases, of course, shou ld be referred to
the ex - consu l who is governor

,
and to h im alone

,
except

where the persons involved are centurion s recru ited
from the l ev i es or pri vate persons of prom inence in
their respective commun ities ; as for both these classes ,
do not al low anybody but yoursel f to pun i sh th em

,



D IO ’S ROMAN H ISTORY

1

110710 5610 67717 71610779 , 100 0 77 007 01 7 100 0 07 010
A

4 41080107 0 1 010 7 6 770 7 6 110 1 110 70 0 0 0 7 1 77p050 1. 0

6
’

0 7 1 7 00 67 6p00 7 010 6777
7 0 29 0 7 p0 7 1017 0 19 67 17 67 609696 “ 662, 7 0100700 60 7 10 .

00 060 07117101 7 1069 60 560111029 TGLXGO
‘

LV 77 110 1 60

601 7707117 11101 110 71019 67461 7 00 7 0

1
71

1

7
1060 90 0 00 66 60 0 77071 17 1110 0 7 p0 7 6000 7 0 60

7 0 0 7 01 69061 966100577 (7771 6101 1
7070 7 00 7 010 0 011 00

0 01 7 01 0 0 701 0pX007 1
5 66750 61 7700 7 0 0 9 600 7 00 9 60 700 7 777771107 0 9 110 1

611610010 , 1610 6110 7 67000 , 110 1 7 010 0 7171010 7 010 7 6

77071 17 111010 110 1 7 010 161017 111010 0001019 77p01
'

0 7 0 0 9 0 1.

0 6 000 0 770 7 6011019 7 0 0 7 0 7 6
1
110 1 777000 67 1 110 1

709 7 09 7 6 6111171757 00 9 110 6709 000 7700 7 5000 9
709 0770 2

7 010 0 7p0 7 77
1

y010 0 0 701 3 (71017 010 0 9 11p106

6 7 01 . 110 1 077 90 0000 779 61 110 1 7 770 17 0 7110 0 7 0 10 0 7 0

06p77 06200 1 0 01 770 p0 1001
°

770717175 7 6 110 1

770710009p017 m9 00 0 0 060 00 709 60 7 10 0 770 7 010 60

701 00 7 61 07196007 010
”

110 71019 60
0111620 90 1. 662 7070

7 0 29 7 6 6750019 7 00 0 pxo07 0 0 61 770 p6200 1 110 1 7 0 29

0px00 0 1 70 6000 70 77p00 700 0 60 90 1.

2 3 “ A00 ,80 067 010 0 0 66010 900 77007 69 0 0 7 0 1 0 1 7 09
6501 7 779 770716019 0px09 67717 p6770060 01, 7771 6101 060

0 1 061500 9 , 67107 7 01 66 0 1 110 7 0 6660 7 6p01, 060 00 66

01 060 01
’

00 7 6 70p 0770 7 010 011161010 0 100 7 6 60 7 10

0 0 7 009 60 7 77 0701 0750 10 07705770 , 0 0 7 00p10 7 01 110 1

2 00 7 0 90 757 01 000 710100 7 1 a10 776p 00 0 700770 90 1. 110 1

0px67 010 0 0 0 757 6 6710 7 7 00 67 010 7 p1010 , 61 075 7 19

06111750 616 7 1, 0757 6 77716200 77607 6, 7 0 060 0 7 1 0 1

1 Lacuna recogn ised by Bk.

2 0170B IL , 0170VM .

3
007 45Rk. , 007 00VM .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


D IO ’

S ROMAN H I STORY

I 7 I I I
6010 0 0 10 1 110 1 0711ryoxp0010 1 0 pxa1 6160 50 0 0 1 7 100 9

B 9 I I A
7 0 000 1

7110 10 0 770 77607700 0 1 77p 10 7 1 0 07 010 0770661
A f

XH’WW ’ 7 0 66 07 1 0 1 00 11p07 6p0 1 110 7 77071 0xp0010
'

1

I
7 e

’

d 67ra 1pou0 1 77019 7707171 009 110 1 69 06017 6p077011
'

0 0

I
3 6503100 0 1. 61077 6p 0066 6770 7171 7571 0 9 709 06550 0 9I T I I

75171600010 9 0 100 1 7 10 1 77p00 7711610
1 61600 90 1. 007 6

I I A A

r
y0p 610067061 7 1 00 7 6 60 7 01 0 07 01 69061 00 7 6 110 7
3 I 3 A I A I
60 7771 6100 10 6065779 6 771 00 11p07 6p00 7 00 66007 0 9
I A I I I
0pX010 1

°

110 1 0 06100069
1
0 7 0007 0 1, 6776160 0 610 711I

77010 1
2
7 6 7 100 9000000 110 7. 6770 06719010 1 110 7.

161017 600 010 1.
G7 A“ T00 9 0 60 677 00 0 ,
8007160 7 09 3 7 0 0 70 7 6 110 7. 007 01

I A A f I I
2 4 61677610 0770 1 Xp 7700 1, 7 010 66 677 177776010 60 0 7 0 0 9

3 I A A I I

ap10 7 o0 9 7 779 0 6 0p00pa9 0pX610
°

7 0 7 6 7
70 p

3 9 I
601 0 0 7 770 67717p67760 90 1 000 716p00 110 1 7 0

I A I

2 7771 6100 1 7 0
7
00 9601669 60 7 1. 600 7 6 000 60 7 010 0 0 0 1

'

I I
? r/ 3 t A I

6770 717601 0 0 7 01, 10 00 110 7 0 0 07 010 6770 1
I A A

0 9777 0 1 7 1 7 01 0 0100 7 1, 0757 1
4

r
ye 110 7 6066779 7 00

I I I A
00710 5007 0 9 0 6 110 7. 110 910 7 0 0 9010 0 0 611 7 010

I I V
77071710 1119 7 6 60 7 p0 7 60060010 110 1 77071710 110 1 0 71710

8
I I

8
\

8
\ 5 A

8
I

3 10 11771107 010 . 0 709667 010 0 0 6 77 7 010 7 6 0p 000p 010A A A A A 3 I
110 7. 7 010 710 177010 0 7 p0 7 1017 010 7 010 60 7 77 17 0 71 10

I A A
77007 010 , 010 7 6 110 7. 90 00 7 000 7 0 0 9 0611100 07 0 9

A A I A SI

0 07 010 77717
7

70 7 010 7 6 6110 7 007 0 px010 110 1 7 010 0 7171010

7 010 7 0 29 611 7 00 [30 071 60 7 11100 0pxo0 0 1 77p0 0 7 67 0I I A I
4 7 0 07 00 9 060 «

yap 0 07 07. 611 61001 61110 10 0

1
777100 7511610 Bk. , 7rp00 7

'

71100 VM .

2 610171f77010'fB IL , 61071 6f17100fVM .

3
0 270 7300716 0 7 6”B S .

,
0 008007160 7 03 VM .

4
0757 1 D ind . , 0757 01 VM .

5 67) BI , om. V.



BOOK L I I

offices held for only one year or for short periods a c . 2 9

merely teach th e official s th ei r bare duties and th en
dismiss them before they can put any of thei r acquired
knowl edge into use

,
whil e

,
on the other hand, the

l onger terms of many years ’ duration somehow have
the effect

,
i n many cases

,
of fi l l ing th e offi cial s with

conceit and encouraging them to rebel l ion . Hence ,
again

,
I th ink that th e more important posts ought in

no case to be gi ven consecutively to the same man.

For it makes no difference whether a man i s governor
in th e same province or in several i n succession , ifh e
holds office for a period l onger than is advisabl e ;
besides

,
appointees improve when there is an interval

between thei r incumbenci es during which they return
home and resume the l i fe of ordinary citi z ens .

As regards th e senators
,
therefore

,
I declare that

they ought t o discharge th e dut ies named and in the

way described . Of the knight s th e two b e st shoul d
command the bodyguard which protects you

,
for it i s

haz ardous to ent rust i t to one man
,
and su re to l ead

to confusion to entrust it to more than two . There
fore l et the number of these prefects be two

,
in order

that , ifone of them feel indisposed , you may stil l not
lack a person to guard you . And men should be
appointed to t his office who have served i n many
mil itary campaigns and have

,
besides

,
held many

administrative positions . And they shoul d have com
mand both of the P retorians and of al l th e other
soldi ers in I taly

,
with power even to put to death

any of them who do wrong, with the exception of
th e centurions and of those in general who have
been assigned to the staffs of magistrates of senatorial
rank . For these sold iers should be tried by th e
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BOOK L I I

for the knights
,
since they are poorer than the

senators, to meet thei r expenditu res out of their
own means

,
even when their duties keep them in

Rome
,
and for the fi rst point, that it is neith er

practicabl e nor to your interest that th e same men
shou ld be given authori ty over both the troops and
the public funds . And

,
furthermore

,
i t i s wel l that

the whole business of the empire shou ld be transacted
by a number of agents

,
in order that many may at

th e same time receive the benefits and gai n ex

p e rienc e in public affai rs ; for in this way you r
subj ects

,
reaping amanifold enj oyment of th e common

bl essings
,
wil l be more favou rably disposed towards

you
,
and you wil l have at your disposal in the largest

measu re those who are at any particular time the best
men for all u rgent needs . One official of the eques
trian order is sufficient for each branch of the fiscal
service in th e ' city

,
and

,
outside the city

,
for each pro

v ince
,
each one of them to have as many subordinat es

,

drawn from the knights and from your own freedmen
,

as the needs of the case demand ; for you need to
associate with the official s such assistants in order
that you r service may offer a priz e for merit

, and

that you may not lack those from whom you may
l earn the truth , even contrary to thei r wishes, in
case any irregularity is commit ted .

“ I f any ofthe knights , after passing through many
branches of the service

,
distinguishes himsel f enough

to become a senator
,
his age ought not to hinder him

at all from being enrol l ed i n th e senate . Indeed
,

some knights shou ld be rece ived into the senate
,

even ifthey have seen service only as company com
manders in the citiz en legions

,
except such as have

served in the rank and fi l e . For it is both a shame
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some such advantage
,
they may i ncu r j ealousy o r

danger
,
do many things that are u nworthy of them

selves
,
expect ing by such behaviou r to l ive in greater

security . A s a consequence
,
not only do they , on

their part
,
become obj ects of pity as being victims of

inj ustice in precisely this respect, that men bel i eve
that they are deprived ofth e opportun ity of l eading
upright l i ves

,
b u t their rul er al so, on h is part, suffers

not only a l oss
,
in that h e is robbed of men who

might have been good
,
but al so i l l - repute

,
because he

is blamed for the others
’

condition . Therefore never
perm it this th ing to happen

,
and have no fear

,
on

the other hand
,
that anyone who has been reared

and educated as I propose wil l ever ventu re upon
a rebel lion . On the contrary

,
i t is the ignorant and

licentiou s that you should suspect ; for it i s such
persons who are easily i nfluenced to do absol utely
any and every thing

,
even the most disgracefu l and

outrageous
,
fi rst toward themsel ves and then toward

others
,
whereas those who have been wel l reared and

educated do not deliberately do wrong t o any one
else and l east of all to the one who has cared for
thei r rearing and education . I f

,
however

,
one of

these does show himself wicked and ungrateful
,
you

have merely to refuse to entrust him with any
position of such a kind as wil l enabl e him to do
any misch ief ; and i f even so he rebel s

,
l et him be

convicted and punished . You need not, I assu re you ,
be afraid that anyone wil l blame you for this

,
pro

vid e d that you carry out all my inj unctions . For in
taking vengeance on the wrongdoer y o u wil l be
guilty of no sin

,
any more than the physician is who

resorts to cautery and su rgery ; b u t all men wil l
assu red ly say that the offender has got h is deserts ,
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business
,
and the rest wil l find it easier to carry on

thei r farming, seafaring, and the other pursu its appro

priate to peace, i f th ey are not compel l ed to take
part in military expeditions but have others to ac t as
thei r defenders . Thus the most active and vigorous
el ement of the population

,
which is general ly obl iged

to gain i ts l i vel ihood by brigandage, wil l support
itsel f without mol esting others

,
whil e al l th e rest

wil l l ive without incurring dangers .
From what sou rce

,
th en

,
i s th e money to be pro

vid ed for these soldiers and for the other expenses
that wil l of necessity be incurred ? I shal l explain
thi s point al so

,
prefacing it with a brief reminder

that even if we have a democracy we shal l i n any
case

,
of cou rse

,
need money . For we cannot su r

vive without sold iers
,
and men wil l not serve as

soldiers without pay . Therefore l et u s not be
oppressed by the idea that th e necessity of raising
money belongs only to a monarchy

,
and l et u s no t be

l ed by that consideration to tu rn our backs upon this
form of government

,
but l et u s assume in our del ibera

tions that
,
under whatever form of government we

shal l live
,
we shal l certainly be constrained to secu re

funds . My proposal
,
therefore

,
i s that you shal l fi rst of

all sel l th e property that belongs to the state
,

— and

I observe that this has become vast on account of
the wars

,
— reserving only a lit tl e that is distinctly

useful or necessary to you ; and that you l end
out all the money thu s realiz ed at a moderate rate
of interest . I n this way not only wil l th e land
be put under cul tivation

,
being sold to owners who

wil l cultivate it themsel ves
,
b u t al so the latter wil l

acquire a capital and become more prosperous
,
whil e

th e treasury wil l gai n a permanent revenue that wil l
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securi ty and fo r their fe arl ess enj oyment ofthe rest 2 9

of thei r proper ty, and that, again , the larger par t of
thei r contri butions wil l be recei ved by non e but them
selves

,
as governors

,
procurators

,
or sold iers, th ey

wi l l be exceedingly grateful to you
,
s ince they wil l

be giving but a sl ight portion ofthe abundance from
which they derive the benefit without having to
submit to abuses . Especial ly wil l thi s be true i f
they see that you l i ve temperately and spend noth ing
fool ish ly . For who

,
ifh e saw that you were quite

frugal in your expenditu res for yoursel f and qu ite
lavish in those for th e commonwealth

,
would not

wi l l ingly contribute
,
bel iev ing that your weal th

meant hi s own security and prosperity ?
“ So far as funds are concerned

,
therefore

,
a

great abundance would be suppl ied from these
sources . And I advise you to conduct as fol lows
the administration of such matte rs as have not yet
been mentioned . Adorn th i s capital with utter dis
regard of expense and make it magnificent with
festi val s of every kind . For i t i s fitting that we who
rul e over many peopl e shou ld surpass al l men i n al l
th ings

,
and bri l l i ance of thi s sort

,
al so

,
tends in a way

to insp i re ou r al l ies with respect for u s and our
enemies with terror . The affai rs of th e other citi es
you shou ld orde r i n th is fash ion In the first place

,

the populace should have no authority in any matter
,

and should not be al l owed t o convene in any assembly
at al l ; for nothing good would come out of thei r
del iberations and they would always be sti rring u p a
good deal of tu rmo i l . H e nce it i s my opin ion that
o u r populace here in Rome

,
fo r that matter

,
should

not come together either as a court or to hold the
election s

,
or indeed in any meeting whose obj ect i s
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keep the populace from becoming deplorably crazed
o ver such a sport

,
and

,
above al l

,
to gi ve those who

are serving in the army an abundant supply of the
best horses . I t is for these reasons

,
therefore , that I

would altogether forbid the hold ing of such races
anywhere el se than here in Rome ; as to th e other
games

,
I have proposed to keep them with in bounds

,

i n order that each community
,
by putting upon an

inexpens ive basi s its entertainments for both eye and
ear

,
may l i ve wi th greater moderation and l ess

factious strife .

“ None of the cities should be al lowed to have its
own separate coinage or system of weights and
measures ; they should all be requ ired to use ours .
They should send no embassy to you

,
unl ess its busi

ness i s one that i nvol ves a j udicial decis ion ; th ey
should rather make what representations they wil l to
thei r governor and through h im bring to you r attention
such of thei r petitions as he shal l approve . In th is way
they wil l be spare d e xpense and be prevented from
reso rting to crooked prac t i ces to gain their obj ect ;
and the answers th ey recei ve wil l be uncontaminated
by thei r agents and wil l i nvol ve no expense or red
tape .

Moreover (to pass to other matters), i t seems to
me that you would be adopting th e best arrangement
i f you should

,
i n the fi rst place

,
introduce before the

senate the embass ies which come from the enemy
and from those under treaty with us

,
whe ther kings

or democracies ; fo r , among oth e r consid e rations , i t
i s both awe - inspi ring and cal culated to arouse com
m e nt fo r the impre ssion to pre vai l that the senate
has ful l authority in al l matters and for all men to be
ful ly aware that those envoys who are unfai r in thei r
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wrong and are but conferring benefits upon al l
,
and 2 9

i t i s only those who are rul ing badly who bel ieve
such th ings ; for they draw e vidence from th e i r
own conscience of the credibil ity of th e al l eged
slanders . And it i s

,
furthermore

,
a dangerous th ing

even to show anger at such imputations (for if they
are tru e

,
i t were better not to be angry

,
and if they

are fal se
,
i t were better to p retend not to be angry),

s ince many a man in times past has
,
by adopting

th i s course
,
caused to be ci rcu lated again st h im

sel f scandal s far more numerous and more diffi cul t
to bear. This

,
then

,
i s my advice concern ing those

who are accused of c alunm iat ing you ; for you
should be superior to any insul t and too exal ted to
be reached by it, and you should never al low your
self even to imagine

,
or lead others to imagi ne, that

it is possibl e for any one to treat you with contumely
,

since you desire that men shal l th ink of you
,
as they

do of the gods
,
that you r sanctity is i nviolabl e . If

,

however, any one is accused of plotting against you

(and such a th ing might al so happen), refrain , i n h is
case al so, from either giving j udgment yoursel f or
prej udging the charge (for it i s absurd that th e
same man should be both accuser and j udge), but
bring him before the senate and l et h im pl ead h i s
defence there

,
and

,
i f h e is convicted

,
punish him

,

moderating the sentence as far as possibl e
,
in order

that bel ief in h is gu il t may be fostered .

’ For most
men are very rel uctant to bel ieve that an unarmed
man is plotting against one who i s armed ; and th e
only way you can win them to th e bel i ef i s by
showing, so far as possibl e, neither resentment nor
the desi re to exact the utmost when you infl i ct th e
penalty. But I make an exception to th is rul e i n
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official s and th e procurators, from the prefect of the
city

,
the sub - censor

,
and from the prefects i n charge

respecti vely of the grain - supply and the night -watch .

1

For none of these should have such absol ute j uris
d iction and final authority that an appeal cannot
be made from him . Do you , therefore, pass upo n
these cases and those wh ich invol ve knights and

centurions recru ited from the l evies and the foremost
pri vate citiz ens

,
when they are defendants on a charge

pun ishabl e by death or di sfranch isement . For such
cases should be committed to you al one

,
and for th e

reasons mentioned no one el se should j udge them
solely upon h is own responsibility . Indeed , i n th e
rendering of decisions general ly you shou ld be brought
into consultation

,
i nvariably by the senators and

knights of highest rank and al so
,
as occasion cal l s for

one or another
,
by the other senators who are ex

consuls and e x - praetors
,
th e obj ect being twofold

that you on your part may fi rst become more in
timate ly acquainted with thei r characters and may
then be able to put them to the right kind of
employment

,
and that they

,
on thei r part

,
may fi rst

become familiar with your habits of mind and you r
plans before th ey go out to govern the prov inces .
Do not, however, ask for a public expression of their
opinion on any matter that requ ires an unusual ly
carefu l consideration

,
l est they hesitate to speak

freely
,
since in giving thei r Opinions they fol low

thei r superiors in rank ; make them ,
rather

,
write

their Opinions on tabl ets . These you should read in
private, that they may become known to no one el se,
and should then order the writing to be erased forth
with . For the best way for you to get at each man

’s

P raefec tu s 0 71710710 6 and p raefec tus 079 1771771.



D IO ’

S ROMAN H ISTORY

I 3 I V
,8010 610 9 , 61 0 0671 67117 00 0 07 770 77 000 7 0 19 0 7171 019

I
7710 7 600 610 0 60 60 90 1.

I“ K 0 1 0607 01 110 5 77009 7 0 9 61110 9 7 159 7 6 6771
I A I

0 7 0710 9 110 1 7 0 «71 7717110 00 7 0 7 010 77071 6010 7 0 9 7 6

7 630 561017 1530 1551030 619 , 110 5 60 0 1571710 777 7 779
A I

150x779 610111770 61 7700 0 771161, 0 00603
10759 7 6 7 100 9 110 5

I A A
{17777067 0 9 611 7 010 577776010 6X6

°

0060 7 6 1
700 0557 019

019 6110 0 7 0 61074010770 61, 110 5 0 6 0 757
,

0 67 07001A A A
6 000010 0 1110 71770 77 0757

’

0 757 0 000 10 611110077. 7 770 7 6

I A C A
77000770 10 0 770 07 5 7 01 80 071006001 110 5 0 7 100 0 0 00

A I I V
,80 07160 0 0 1 0 01 0 67 0 156610 9 0606

'

0 0 7 6 700
A A A S A 3

15060 9779 7 0 19 716769610 10 7377 0 757 00 , 77 07171 0 01016
I I A I

150 7 6 110 5 077 7 610 9779 , 0 75660 57105770 77.
A Q I

7 110 5 7 00 9 060 7 0x607 0 9 7 779
1
710030779 110 1 6770 1061

I A
110 5 7 100 (7 0 19 7 150 611650010 éfGUp fi/LCLO‘

LV 0 0 7 09

I I I
7 0 0 9 6 050007 007 0 9 0 777 157 10 0 0 779

A A
77 0 76 0777

’

0 57 1150 77 7 770
1
7100 611500 10 0 0 757 010 661

A I I
0 11077610 , 0 7171 0 0 7 770 0 011 GWLTUXLaV 0604160 90 1 .

A A A

8 7 66 0 757 0 7 0 0 7 0 110 56775 7 010 7707160111010 (7575710 7 7 6,
I I I I

110 1 0 777 6 6775 SUU TUX‘F.‘ 151100 0 101 76617167”)v 7 101

I 9 I I ( I I

0777 6 677 60 7 0x101 01900 770 779 , 100 110 1 7700900019

110 5 7766019 771507 69 757760 0 0 73 111060 0675010 1, 7710

0

7 60 007 69 67 1 0557 6 7 7 0 50 0 07 69 7 1 110710 0 9 770 007 0 1
)I

9 0 07 6 110 7 009 030 0 07 69 7 071710 1
A A I

7000 7 60 770015 7 010 7 6 110157 09 676607 010 4190000

1
13141671170 77 R . S tep h . , 15101671770 61 V lVI , 154167177660 7) fi or .

164



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


D IO ’

S ROMAN H ISTORY

(71030 750600 1 0 1710717700 5 7 1 0 15717100 77 110 7
0
7701550 1

77006571 007 0 , 111511 7 0 757 0 0 7 0 060 150 030 7169 0 757 05

60xo 0 , 7 6 66 677
1
597050100 611650019 7 00 0 6705

100 07 0 . 030 7 6 0 75769 7 6 7771 6100 1577 1501710 760010
6005019 110 5 7 010 X61000010 1105 7 010 15061060010 15770

710 750 010, 077660 0 7 69671 770 779 7107701 060 157171 019 60701

66 0 0 0 703 (71900770 0 1.

“ 111509
’

60 0 7 0759 15 0 600 0 110 5 01 00620 110 5PX 1“ 9 P
770157 7 610 71676 110 5 770 161. 0 757 01 1

700
0 0 00 7171 00 770 16600 610 9 0 757 0 759 77 7 0 19 611 7 010

000010 7 1001050 19
2 66100 7 030 610 9 7 6060 1

700 {7771 0 0
7 6 66 (716300 6X61, 110 5 01560 7 19 010 617 0 1 7 0

110657 7 01, 60010 60701 0 1007107 7 67 0 1 7 0

2 X65pa), 0 110 75010 7113
1

7
1
01 11 6110 71 00600 . 110 5 0 757 69 060

1511013019
3

77150 7 0 7700 7 7 6 , 07766050 0 0 0 177 0030 770

0 60 0 7 01
"

060010 , 030 7 6 110 5 60 616019 0 7 1 77000

7570 779 “ 77150 7 69 110 5 0 0 6577779 110 5 0 0 0 00

7701770 779 00 9770 007 0 1. 110 9157760 7 150 60 605 7 101

7 779 671779 011100060779 96157001 5370 77, 110 5 00X 0 160

7 6 0 01 60 7 0 1 0 7566 300 7057 0 7 00 150007 607 1 610

3 710 9 610 '

0 757 6 7
700 110 7 15 0600 9 7707 6 157171 0 110 5

067 15
”

0 0740 010 1565 7 1 770155619 , 110 5 77071 0 7700

700000 0 5 77019 7 1
5

75776 7 010 6510756”v
1
71

1

7060600

110 5 0 1 71 017705 77150 7 69 77610 7 0 , 010 7 0 0 15770 110 7 0

0159010 5 0 6 1571710 060 0 757 059 0 00 0 7006000 7 0 1571710

66 0 75760 770 10 7507 0
,
0 75 7 159 157761K159 0 00 0103779 77

0 007 0 1
4
15717115 7 0 60

1

70 010770 00 7 0 1.
4

“ T60 66677 7 010 0 7171 010 3500 677 10 11137761 060 , 0 77
0607 01 110 5X0 71677 019 157171

’

60 0 060 110 7501

1 877M ,
om. V flor .

2
7 10 01050 13 flor . ,

om . VM .

0 60 0703 fi o r . B , 60 117 03V hl fi o r . A .

4
01078770770 007 0 1 VM ,

(7103570 007 177 flor .



BOOK L I I

part of those i n power have chosen to accept d efeat 2 9

rather than achieve success
,
and as a resu l t have

gained safety for th emsel ves whil e inflicting the loss
upon their ru l ers . Therefore

,
since you yoursel f

stand to reap the maj or part of th e fru its ofboth
outcomes

,
th e fail u res as wel l as the successes, you

shoul d never consent to become j ealous
,
nominal ly

of others
,
but real ly of you rsel f.

“ Whatever you wish your subj ects to thi nk and

do
,
th is you shou ld al ways say and do yoursel f. I n

thi s way you wil l be educating them ,
rather than in

t imidat ing them through the punishments prescribed
by the laws . The former policy inspires z eal

, the

latter fear ; and one finds it easier to imitate that
wh ich i s good when h e sees i t actual ly practised
than to avoid that which i s evi l when he hears it
forbidden by mere words . Be scrupulous yoursel f
i n all you r actions

,
showing no mercy to you rself

,

i n the ful l assu rance that all men wil l forthwith
l earn of whatever you say or do . For you wi l l l i ve
as it were in a theat re in which th e spectators are

th e whol e world and i t wi l l not be possibl e for you
to escape detection if you make even the most
tri vial mistake . Indeed

,
you wil l never be al one

,

but always in th e company of many when you do
anything ; and s ince th e remainder of mankind
somehow take the keenest delight in prying into
the conduct of their ru l ers

,
i f once they ascertain

that you are recommending to them one cou rse but
are yoursel f taking another

,
instead of fearing your

threats they wil l imitate your actions .
“ You should

,
of cou rse , supervi se the l ives of you r

subj ects
,
but do not scrutinise them with t o o much

rigour. Sit i n j udgment upon all offences reported
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persons who are utterly incorrigible ; and you shou ld 2 9

honour thei r good action s even beyond the m erits of
th e deeds themsel ves . For you can best induce men
to refrai n from evi l ways by kindness, and to desire
better ways by l iberal ity . You need have no fear
that you wi l l ever l ack eith er money or th e other
means of rewarding those who do good deeds . On
the c ont rary , I fancy that those who wi l l deserve
your favou rs wil l prove far too few

,
seeing that you

hold empire over so vast an extent of l and and sea .

No r need you fear that any who have recei ve d you r
benefactions wil l ever act ungrateful ly ; for noth ing
so captivates and concil iates a man

,
be he foreigner

or fo e , as be ing no t only the obj ect of no wrongs
but i n addition

,
the recipient of kindness .

As regards you r subj ects
,
then

,
you should so

conduc t yoursel f, i n my opin ion . So far as you your
sel f are concerned

,
permit no exceptional or prodigal

d istinction to be given you
,
through word or deed

,

either by the senate or by any one el se . For whereas
th e honou r which you confer upon others l ends
glory to them

,
yet noth ing can be given to you

that i s greater than what you al ready possess
,
and

,

besides
,
no l ittl e suspicion of insinceri ty would

attach to i ts giv ing . No subj ect
,
you see

,
i s ever

supposed to vote any such distinction to h is rul e r
of h is own free wil l

,
and since all such honou rs as

a rul er recei ves h e must rece ive from h imsel f
,
he

no t only wins no commendation for th e honour but
becomes a laugh ing - sto ck besides . You must there
fore depend upon your good deeds to provide for
you any additional spl endou r. And you should
never permit gold or si lve r images of you rsel f to be
made , for they are not only costly but al so inv ite
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honour to any other being), but because such men , 2 9

by bringing in new divinities in place of the old ,
persuade many to adopt foreign practices , from which
spring up conspiracies

,
factions

,
and cabal s , which

are far from profi tabl e to a monarchy . Do no t
,

therefore
,
permit anybody to be an atheist or a

sorcerer. Soothsaying
,
to be sure, i s a necessary

ar t , and you should by all means appoint some
men to be diviners and augurs, to whom those wil l
resort who wish to consul t t hem on any matter ;
but there ought to be no workers in magic at all .

For such men
,
by speaking the truth sometimes ,

but general ly fal sehood
,
often encou rage a great

many t o attempt revol utions . The same thing is
done al so by many who pretend to be phil osophers
hence I advise you to be on your guard against them ,

too. Do not, because you have had experience of
good and honourabl e me n like Are ius and Atheno
dorus, 1 bel ieve that all the rest who claim to be
ph ilosophers are like them ; for infinite harm ,

both
to communities and to individual s

,
is worked by cer

tain men who but use th is profession as a screen .

Now you shou ld be whol ly inclined to peace
,
so

far as you r pu rpose is concerned and you r desi re for
nothing more than you now possess

,
but as regards

your mil itary preparations you should be distinctly
warl ike

,
in order that

,
ifpossible

,
no one may eith er

wish or attempt to wrong you
,
but if h e should

,
that

he may be punished easily and instant ly . And inas
much as i t i s necessary

,
for these and other reasons ,

that there shal l be persons who are to keep eyes and
ears open to anything which affects you r imperial
position

,
i n order that you may not be unaware of

1 Fo r Areiu s see li. 16, 4 fo r Athenod o ru s , lvi. 43, 2 .
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possesses power be imputed to him as a crime even 2 9

though he . c ommit no offence . B ut in th e case of
the masses

,
vindicate them vigorously when they are

wronged and be not too ready to give heed to accu
sations against them but make the accused persons

’

actions alone and by themsel ves the obj ect of your
scrutiny

,
neither harbouring suspicion again st what

ever is superior nor placing your trust i n whatever i s
inferior . Honou r those who ar e dil igent and those
who by their skil l devise something useful

,
but ab

hor those who are sl othfu l or who busy themsel ves
with trivial th ing s, i n order that you r subj ects,
cl eaving to the former by reason ofyou r emo lu

ments and holding themselves aloof from the latter
by reason of your punishments

,
may become, as you

desire
,
more competent in respect to their private

affairs and more serviceabl e i n respect to the in
t e re sts of the state .

“ I t i s wel l to make the number of disputes on th e
part of private citiz ens as few as possible and to
render as expeditious as possibl e their settl ement ;
but i t i s most important to restrain th e rash enter
prises ofcommunities

,
and ifthey ar e attempting to

coerce others or to go beyond thei r capacity or
means in any undertaking or expenditure, to forbid
it , even though in thei r petitions they invoke
bl essings upon the empire and pray for your wel fare
and good fortune . I t is important al so to eradicate
thei r mutual enmities and rival ri es

,
and not to

permit them to assume empty t itl es or to do any
thing else that wil l bring them into strife wi th
others . And all wil l readily yield obedience to you

,

both ind ividual s and communities
,
in th is and in every

other matter, provided that you make no exceptions
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I must pass over
,
s ince it i s impossibl e to incl ude 2 0

them al l i n a singl e discu ssion . There is , however,
one statement which wil l serve as a summary with
respect both to what has been said and to what has
been l eft unsaid : i f you of your own accord do all that
you would wish another to do if h e became your
rul er

,
you wil l err i n noth ing and succeed i n every

th ing
,
and in consequence you wil l find you r l i fe

most happy and utterly free from danger . For how
can m en hel p regarding you with affection as father
and saviou r

,
when they see that y o u are orderly and

upright in your l ife
,
su ccessfu l i n war though in

c lined to peace ; when you refrain from insol ence
and greed ; when you meet them on a footing of
equal ity

,
do not grow rich yoursel f wh il e l evying

tribu te on them
,
do no t l i ve i n l uxury yoursel f

whil e imposing hardsh ips u pon them
,
are not lic en

tious you rsel f whil e reproving l icentiousness i n them
,

— when
,
i nstead of all th is

,
you r l ife i s i n every

way and manner precisely l ike theirs ? Therefore
,

since you have i n your own hands a mighty means
of prote ction

,
— that y o u never do wrong t o another,

— b e of good courage and bel i eve me wh e n I tel l
you that you wil l never become the obj ect of hatred
or of conspiracy. And since th is i s so

,
i t fol lows of

necessi ty that you wi l l al so l ead a happy l ife ; fo r
what condition i s happier

,
what more bl issful

,
than

,

posse ssing v i rtue
,
to e njoy all the bl essings wh ich

men can know and to be able to bestow them upon
others P

“ Think upon these th ings and upon al l that I have
told y o u , and be pe rsuaded of me

,
and l et not th is

fortune sl ip which has chosen you from al l mankind
and has set y ou u p as thei r ruler. Fo r

, i f you

183
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BOOK L I I

assumed th e titl e of imp erator . I do not here refer a o . 2 9

to the titl e which had occasional ly been bestowed , i n
accordance with th e ancient custom , upon general s
i n recognition of thei r v ictori es

,
— for he had r e

c e ived that many times before th is and recei ved it
many times afterwards i n honou r merely of h is
ach ievements

,
so that he won th e name of imp erator

twenty - one times
,

— but rather th e titl e i n its other
u se

,
which signifies th e possession of the supreme

power
,
i n which sense it had been voted to h is

fath er Caesar and to the chi ld ren and descendants of
Caesar.
Aft er th i s h e became censor with Agrippa as h i s

col l eague
,
and in addition to other reforms which h e

instituted
,
he purged the senate . For as a resul t of

th e civi l wars a l arge number of knights and even of
fo o t o so ld ie r s were i n the senate without j ustification
i n meri t

,
so that the membersh ip of that body had

been swol l en to a thousand . Now though i t was
his wish to remove these men

,
he did not erase any

of thei r names h imself, but urged them rather, on the
strength of thei r own knowl edge of thei r famil ie s and
the i r l ives

,
to become thei r own j udges he th us fi rst

p ersuaded some fifty of them to withdraw from the
senate vol untari ly

,
and then compel l ed one hundred

and forty others to imitate thei r exampl e . H e dis
franch ised none of them

,
but posted th e names of

th e second group only ; for h e spared the members
of the first group the reproach of the publ ication of

thei r names
,
because they had not delayed but had

straightway obeyed h im . So al l these men returned
to private l ife of their own free wil l

,
so far as ap

pearanc e s were concerned ; but Qu intus Stat iliu s
was deposed

,
decidedly against h i s wi l l

,
from the



D IO ’

S ROMAN H ISTO RY

I
4 6770007450 9 , 69 770 077666661117 0 , 610560 . 67 6000 9 7 6

7 100 9 60071 60610 6 7705770 6 , 110 7. 69 7 6 7 0 0 9 0770 7 60 1115

7 0 9 6150 0 0600 9 611 7 010 60 07160 00 7 010 , K710150 0 100
I I

. I 1 I r I

7 6 7 100 110 1 (130 00010 0 F0 100 9 , 67 110 7 6716560 , 0 7 1
I I A

77000 77066661
f
y06001 0 1511 7760 0 779770 0 0 , 07171010 7 10 010

7 0 9 00760 9 0 157 010 0770 7 60 0 0 1.

5 7 0 7 6 7 010 615770 7016010 7600 9 7 779

60071779 0 1 677960 67 1706000 779 7 0 0 7 0 770 1770 0 1,
3

8
\ I A I 3 I 1 3

8
\

67761 77 7 0 7 6 7771610 7 00 0 0010 0 770171017161 (00 60
A A I

700 0 157 019 019 7 0 76000 100 60 7 0 19 60007110 19 770716
I A

0019 000 7110 1167 0 1) 110 7. 69 7 770 7705770 10 7 010
I A 3 9 I A

6 770 701010 000 7110 101 0 67 6100 1 000 1500 7 0 1. 7 0 07 0
4? I A A A

7 6 0 00 67700 56 , 110 1 7700 0 0 7761776 7 0 0 1 7 0 19 60 0I 3 A 3I A 3 I i
71 6000 0 1 077 6116770610 6501 7 779 17 0 7110 9 , 0 0 077I I A
0 157 09 7 101 11671 600 77 77 110 1 677 170617177. 110 7. 7 00 7 0

A 3 I ( I 1I

110 1 66000 0 6 1 00710 0 0 67 0 0 7771770 7 00 0 7 1 6 9 7 6
I 3 I

7 770 2 111671 10 0 110 1 69 7 770 F0 71 0 7 10 0 7 770 77601
3 I 1! A 3N0060100 , 0 06000 0 6 0 71710 0 6 60071 60 7 77 0 770677A A I

7 0770 0 1 6560 7 10 . 611610 6 1
700 610 7 6 7 0 0 00 6770 9

I

110 7. 610 7 0 00777100 7 0 7 6 61077
00 100 7 010 00900177010

6660 7 0 1 7 0 19 r
yé 7 1 116117 770600 19 0 157 091 110 1 0060

77000 17 770 60 9 , 00 01119 00 69671 770 010 10 , 0771600 1.
8 67761677 7 6 77 071710 0 9 67 1 110 1 7 010 60 07160 7 010 110 1

7 010 07171010 7 010 7 0 7 00 A0 7 01010 0 0 77 0060 0 007 0 0

0 770777 019 7700 9 0 0 7 00 610 116106000 9 60100 , 110 1

600677977 077 060760010 010 5 7 1, 77007 0 6077 7 0

1

700000 7 0 70 60 7 0 19 1116017 50 19 0 157 00 60069607 0

110 1 019 071779019 ‘

76 61609001161
I

7 100’

7 0 1
700 677 77716101 110 7 77000 67 77061, 050 7 6 0776

’

15110770 0 1 150 7 6000 0 157 0 29 Xp 770 0 0 90 1.

1 07701710
5

A61 D ind . ,
0770710

5

716 1 V IVI .

188



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


D IO ’S ROMAN H ISTORY

T0070 7 6 000 0 157 019 67705770 6 110 77 770 Kapxn6000
677a77011110 60 , 0 A677160 9 0600 9 7 1 0 157 779 77077

0011161 110 7. 610 7 00 7 0 7 0 65110 10 7 779 0770 11110 9 00010
716710 11600 1 6601161. 7 00 7 6 A07 5ox00 7 00 K o000

~

7 77000 0 67 67760100 7 0 , 07 1 7 100 77060660 7 770 0 770

7 00 06671000 610 0000 0 01 007 0 9 0 7 0 71607 0 69 7 770

P 010770 66071 0000770 6 , 110 1 69 7 6 70 0 0 0660100

60 7770 76 110 7. 110 7 0077010 9607 0 0776117 6106 . 110 7.

7 770 K 0 77
0
50 0 77000 7 010 N607707117 010 , 0107760 70

0
0x

a 100 770 , 00 7 1600 61 X0 00 9 777171050 7 0 . 11617 0 1

66 0 15 7700001 7 779 110 70 2 00060700377776500 0 , xp 77
0 700 060 00000 66 110 1 000 67 1 610 7 770 7 0 0

T1660500 600511770 10 6xou0 a .

1 2 000607 00 H . S teph . , 0 00607 00 VM .

19 0



BOOK L I I

So much for these matters . Caesar al so settl ed
Carthage anew

,
because Lepidus had laid waste a

part of it and by th is act
,
it was held

,
had abrogated

the rights of the earl ier colonists . And h e sent a
summons to Antiochus of Commagene , because h e
had treacherously murdered an envoy who had been
despatched to Rome by h is brother

,
who was at

variance with h im . Caesar brought h im before the
senate, and when j udgment had been passed against
h im, put him to death . He also obtained Cap r eae
from the Neapol itans

,
to whom it original ly belonged ,

giving other territory in exchange . I t l i es not far
from the mainland in the region of Su rrent um and i s
good for noth ing

,
but is renowned even to th e

present day because Tiberius had a res idence the re .
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handed down from the earl iest t ime s , and, i n par 2 8

tic u lar
,
he del ivered to Agrippa

,
hi s coll eague, the

bundles of rods as it was incumbent u pon him to do,
whil e h e h imself used the oth er set, l and on com

ple t ing h is term of offi ce he took th e oath according
to ancestral cu stom .

2 Whether h e ever d id th i s
again

,
I do not know,

for he always paid exceptional
honour to Agrippa ; thus he gave himhis n iece i n
marriage

,
and prov ided him with a tent simil ar to

h is own whenever they were campaigning togeth er
,

and th e watchword was given out by both of them .

At th is particular time
,
now

,
besides attending to h i s

other duties as usual
,
he completed the taking of

the census
,
i n connectionwith wh ich h is titl e was

p rinc eps senatus
,
as had been th e practice when

Rome was truly a republ ic . Moreover
,
he com

p le t e d and dedicated th e templ e of Apol l o on the
Palatine

,
th e precinct surrounding it

,
and th e

l ibraries . He also cel ebrated i n company with
Agrippa the festival which had been voted in
honour of the v ictory won at Actium ; and during
this celebration he caused the boys and men of th e
nobil ity to take part in th e Circensian games . This
festival was held for a time every fou r years and was
in charge of the fou r priesthoods in succession
I mean th e p ont ifi c e s , the augurs, and the septem
viri and q u ind e c imviri

,
as th ey were cal l ed . On

the present occasion
,
moreover

,
a gymnastic contest

1 Augu stus seems t o have u sed twenty -fou r l ic to rs unt i l
2 9 B .C . , and thereafte r twe l ve , first as c onsu l (unt i l then
as proc onsu l (unt i l and later on all o c cas ions . Cf. liv . 10, 5.

2 The c u stomary oath taken by the c onsu l s at the c lo se of
the ir term ofoffic e t o the effe c t that they had done no th ing
c ontrary to the laws and had ac ted for t he h ighe st intere sts
ofthe s tate . Cf. x x xv i i . 38, 2 , and x x xv i i i . 12 , 3.
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he restored h imsel f. He did no t , however, appro 2 8

p riat e to h imsel f the credit for th ei r erection , but
al lowed it to go as before to the original bu ilders .
And inasmuch as he had put into effect very many
il legal and unj ust regulations during the factional
stri fe and th e wars

,
especial ly i n th e period of h is

joint rul e w ith Antony and Lepidus
,
he abol ished

them all by a singl e decree
,
setti ng the end of h is

sixth consulsh ip as th e time for thei r expi rati on .

When
,
now

,
he obtained approbation and praise for

th is act
,
he desi red to exh ibit another instance of

magnanimity
,
that by su ch a pol i cy he might be

honoured al l the more and might have h is sovereignty
vol untari ly confirmed by the peopl e

,
so as to avoid

the appearance of having forced them against th ei r
wi l l . Therefore

,
having fi rst primed h is most in

timate friends among the senators
,
he entered th e

senate in h is seventh consul sh ip and read the fol
lowing address

I am su re that I shal l seem to some of you
,
Con

script Fathers
,
to have made an incredibl e choice .

For what each one of my hearers woul d not wish
to do h imsel f, h e does not l ike to bel i eve, either,
when anoth er claims to have done it

,
especial ly as

everyone i s j ealous of anybody who i s superior to
him and so i s more prone to disbel i eve any utter
ance that i s above h is own standard . Besides

,
I

know this
,
that those who say what appears to be

incredibl e not only fai l to pe rsuade others but al so
appear to be impostors . And indeed

,
i f i t were a

question of my promis ing something that I was not
intending to put into e ffect imm ed iat e ly , I should
have been exceedingly l oath to proclaim it

,
fo r fear

ofgaining
,
i nstead of gratitude

,
some grievous im
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BOOK L I I I

requi red me for any such task
,
but that we of th is

generation al so might have l i ved from the beginning
in p eace and harmony, as our fathers l i ved of yore .

But s ince some destiny
,
as i t appears

,
brought you

to a position where you had need even of me
,
young

as I stil l was at the time
,
and pu t me to the test, I

did everyth ing with a zeal even beyond my years
and accompl ished everyth ing with a good fortune
even beyond my powers, so l ong as th e situation de
mand ed my help . And noth ing in the world coul d
deter me from aiding you when you were in danger

,

- nei ther toil
,
nor fear, nor threats of foes, nor

prayers of friends
,
nor the mu ltitude of the conspi ra

tors
,
nor the desp eration of ou r adversari es ; nay , I

gave mysel f to you unstintingly for any and all the
exigencies which have ari sen

,
and what I did and

suffered
,
you know . From al l th is I have derived

no gain for mysel f except that I have kept my
country from perish ing ; b u t as for you , you are
enj oying both safety and tranqui ll i ty. Since

,
then

,

Fortune
,
by using me , has graciously restored to you

peace without treachery and harmony without
faction

,
recei ve back al so you r l iberty and the r e

publ ic ; take over the army and th e subj ect pro
v inces

,
and govern yoursel ves as has been you r

wont .
You should not be surpri sed at th is purpose of

mine
,
when you see my reasonabl eness i n other

respects
,
my mildness

,
and my love of qu iet

,
and

when you reflect
,
moreove r

,
that I have never ac

c e p t e d any extraord inary privi l ege nor anyth ing
beyond what th e many might gain

,
though you have

o ften voted many of them to me . Do not
,
on the
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BOOK L I I I

the crossing of the Rh ine ? Yet these are greater 2 7

and more importan t deeds than even al l our fore
fath ers together performed in all previou s time .

Ne verthel ess, no one of these exploits deserves a
place beside my present act

,
to say nothing of our

civi l wars
,
of all which have ever occu rred th e

greatest and most vari ed i n i ts changing fortunes,
which we fought to an honourabl e concl usion and
brought to a humane settl ement

,
overpowering as

enemies all who res isted
,
but sparing as friends al l

who yielded ; th erein setting an example, so that i f
it should be fated that ou r city should ever again be
affl icted

,
one might pray that i t shoul d conduct its

quarrel i n the same way . Indeed
,
I wil l go fu rther :

that we
,
when we possessed a strength so great

,
and

when we so cl early stood at th e summit of prowess
and good fortune

,
that we could exerci se over you ,

with or without your consent
,
our arbitrary rul e

,
did

not lose ou r senses or conceive th e desi re for sol e
supremacy

,
but that he thrust that supremacy aside

when i t was offered h im and that I return i t after i t
has been given me

,
— that

,
I say

,
transcends th e

deeds of a man ! I say th i s
,
not by way of idl e

boasting, — indeed, I shou ld not have said it at al l , i f
I were going to derive any advantage whatever from
it
,

— but in order that you may see that
,
although we

can point to many benefits conferred upon the state
at large and to many services rendered to ind ividual s
of which we might boast, yet we take the greatest
pride in th is

,
that what others so desi re that they are

even wil l ing to do viol ence to gain it
,
thi s we do not

accep t even under compulsion . Who coul d be found
more magnanimous than I

,
— not to mention again

my deceased father
,

— who more nearly divine ? For
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I mysel f have undergone both labours and hardsh ips 2 7

and am no longer abl e to stand th e strain
,
e ither in

mind or i n body . Furthermore, I foresee the j ealousy
and hatred wh ich are engendered i n certain person s
against even the best men and the plots which ari se
therefrom . I t i s for these reasons that I choose th e
l ife of a pri vate citizen and fai r fame rather than
that of a sovereign and constant peri l . And as for
the business of the commonwealth

,
i t would be

carried on far better by all i n common
,
i nasmuch as

i t would be transacted by many m en together i nstead
of being dependent upon some one man .

For these reasons
,
then

,
I ask and implore you

one and all both to approve my course and to
c o iip e rate heartily with me, reflecting upon all that
I have done fo r you al ike i n war and in publ ic l ife,
and rendering me complete recompense for it all by
th is one favour

,
- b y al l owing me at l ast to be at

peace as I l i ve out my l ife . Thus you wil l come to
know that I understand not only how to ru l e but
also how to su bmit to rul e

,
and that all the command s

which I have laid upon others I can endu re to have
laid upon me . I ask this because I expect to l ive in
secu rity

,
i f that be possibl e

,
and to suffer no harm

from anybody by eith er deed or word
,

— su ch is the
confidence

,
based upon my own conscience

,
which I

have in your good -wil l ; but i f some disaster shoul d
befal l me

,
such as fal l s to th e l ot of many (for it i s

not poss ibl e for a man to please everybody
,
especial ly

when he has been invol ved in wars of such magnitude ,
both foreign and civ i l

,
and has had affairs of such

importance entrusted to h im), with enti re wil l ingness
I make my choice to d ie even before my appointed
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you and to refrai n from what ever they forbid , and d o 2 7

this not only in word but al so in deed , not only
i n public but al so i n private

,
that you may obtain ,

not penal ties
,
b u t honours . Entrust the offi ces both

of peace and of war to those who ar e th e most
excel l ent and th e most prudent , harbouring no
j eal ousy of any man

,
and indulging in ri val ry, not to

advance the private interests of t his or that man
,

but to keep the city safe and make it prosperous .
Honou r men who show th is Spiri t

,
but punish those

who ac t otherwise in politi cal l ife . Treat you r pr ivate
means as the common property of the state, b u t
refrain from the public funds as bel onging to others .
Guard strictly what you al ready have

,
but never

covet that which does not belong to you . Do not
treat the al lies and subj ect nations insol ently nor
exploit them for gain

,
and in dealing with the

enemy
,
neither wrong him nor fear him . Have you r

arms always in hand
,
but do not use them either

against one another or against those who keep th e
peace . Maintain the soldiers adequately, so that
they may not on account of want desire anyth ing
which belongs to others ; keep them in hand and

under discipl ine
,
that th ey may not become pre

sumptuous and do harm .

But why make a l ong speech by going th rough
everything in detail which it behooves you to do ?

Fo r you may easily understand from th ese hints how
all other matters should be handled . I wil l cl ose with
this one fu rther remark

,
that i f y ou wil l conduct th e

government in this manner
,
you wil l both enj oy

2 1 5
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every argument in its favour
,
unti l they forced him

,

as it was made to appear
,
to assume autocratic power.

H is very fi rst act was to secure a decree granting to
the men who should compose h i s bodyguard doubl e
the pay that was given to th e rest of th e sold iers

,
so

that he might be s trié t ly guarded . When thi s was
done

,
he was eager to establ i sh the monarchy in

very truth .

In th is way he had h is supremacy ratified by the
senate and by the peopl e as wel l . But as he wish ed
even so to be thought democratic

,
whil e h e accepted

al l the care and oversight of th e publ ic business
,
on

the ground that i t requ i red some attention on h i s
part, yet he declared he would not personal ly govern
all th e prov inces

,
and that i n th e case of such pro

v inces as he should govern he would not do so
indefinitely ; and he did , i n fact, restore to th e
senate the weaker prov inces

,
on the ground that

they were peacefu l and free from war
,
whil e he

retained the more powerful
,
al l eging that they were

insecu re and p recarious and either had enemies on
thei r borders or were abl e on thei r own account to
begin a serious revol t . H is professed motive in th i s
was that th e senate might fearl essly enj oy the finest
portion of the empi re

,
whi l e h e h imsel f had the

hardsh ips and th e dangers but h i s real pu rpose was
that by th is arrangement th e senators should be
unarmed and unprepared for battl e

,
wh il e h e al one

had arms and maintained sold iers . Africa
,
Numidia

,

Asia, Greece with Epirus , th e Dalmatian and Mace
d onian distri cts

,
Crete and the Cyrenaic portion of
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1 I n li. 17, 1.

2 The de tail s ofthe earl ier legislation ofAu gu stu s ( cf. l iv .

16, 1 lv . 6) in t he inte re st ofmo re marriage s and large r
fami lie s ar e no t c lear ; b u t as final ly embod ied in the L ea:

J u lia, c t P ap ia P opp aea (cf. lv i . the spec ial privi lege s of
a father ofthree legi t imate c h i ldren (the 1718 tr ium liber or um)
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of them which came into the Roman empire after
th is period were added to the provinces ofth e one
who was emperor at th e time .

Such
,
then

,
was the apportionment of the pro

v inces . And wish ing
,
even then

,
to l ead the

Romans a long way from the idea that h e was at al l

monarch ical in h is pu rposes
,
Caesar undert ook for

only ten years th e government of the provinces
assigned h im ; for he promised to reduce them to
order within th is period

,
and boastfully added that,

i f they shou ld be pacified sooner
,
h e would the

sooner restore them
,
too

,
to th e senate . Thereupon

he fi rst appointed the senators themsel ves to govern
both classes of provinces

,
except Egypt . This

province alone he assigned to a kn ight
,
the one we

have al ready named
,

1 for the reasons mentioned
there . Next he ordained that the governors of
senatorial provinces should be annual magistrates ,
chosen by lot

,
except when a senator enj oyed a

special priv il ege because of the large number of h is
children or because of h is marriage .

2 These govern
ors were

.to be sent out by vote of the senate i n
publ ic meeting ; they were to carry no sword at
thei r bel t nor to wear mil itary uniform the name of
procon su l was to belong no t only to the two ex
consul s but also to the others who had merely served
as praetors or who held at l east the rank of ex
praetors ; both classes were to employ as many
l ictors as were usual i n th e capital ; and they were

inc luded the righ t t o re c e ive inheritanc e s left t o bac he lo rs
(who c o u ld no t inhe rit), prefe renc e in standingfo r the variou s
offic e s , inc lud ing the righ t t o b e a c and idate befo re the regu
lar age o r wi thou t the u sual inte rval be twe en offic e s, p re
c ed enc e before eq ual s and c o l leagu es , and e xempt ion from
c ertain c ivic obl igat ions .
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ofthei r position ofauthori ty when they enter thei r
appointed province and l ay them aside immediately
upon completing thei r term ofoffice .

It was th us and on these conditions that the
c u stom was establ ish ed ofsending out ex -

p raetors
and ex - consul s respecti vely as governors of the two
classes of p rovinces . I n the one case

,
the emperor

would commissio n a governor to any province h e
wished and when he wished

,
and many secured

provincial commands wh il e sti l l praetors or consul s
,

as sometimes happen s even at th e present day. In
the case of the senatorial provinces

,
he assigned

A si a and Africa on h is own responsibi l ity to the
ex - consul s

,
and all th e other provinces to the ex

praetors ; but by publ ic decree , appl i cabl e to all the
senatorial governors

,
he forbade the al lotment of any

senator to a go vernorsh ip before th e expiration of
fi ve years from the time he had held offi ce i n th e
city .

1 For a time al l who fulfi l l ed these requ ire
ments, e ven i f they exceeded the number of the
prov inces , were al lotted to governorsh ips but later

,

inasmuch as some of them did not govern wel l
,
th e

appointment of these offi cial s
,
too

,
was put i n the

emperor
'

s hands . And thus it i s
,
i n a manne r of

speaking, the emperor who assigns these governors
also to thei r commands ; for he always orders the
al lotment of precisely the number of governors that
there are p rovinces , and orders to be drawn whom
soever he pleases . Some emperors have sent men of
thei r own choosing to these provinces al so

,
and have

al lowed certain ofthem to hold office for more than
a year and some have assigned certain provinces to
knights instead of to senators .

1 Th is was mere ly a renewal ofthe de c re e of52 wh ic h
had remained in fo rc e . Cf. x1. 46, 2 , and l i i . ‘2 0. 4 .
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These positions, then . appertai n to th e senators .

Passing now to th e knights . th e emperor h imsel f s e

lects knights to be sent o u t as mil itary tribunes (both
those who are prospective senators and th e others :
concerning thei r d ifference i n rank I have al ready
spo ken d e spat ching some ofthem to take command
of the garri son s ofpu rely citi zen - l egions

,
and others

of th e foreign l egions as wel l . In thi s matter h e fol
l ows th e cu stom then inst i tuted b y Caesar. The
procu rators (for th i s i s th e name we gi ve to th e men
who col l ect the publ i c revenu es and make disbu rse
ments according to the instruct ions gi ven them)h e
sends out to all th e prov inces al ik e, to those of the
peopl e as wel l as to h is own

,
and to th is office knights

are sometimes appointed and sometimes even freed
men ; but th e proconsul s may exact th e tribute from
the p eopl e they govern . The emp eror gives in
s tru c tions to th e procurators, the proc onsul s , and the
propraetors

,
in order that th ey may be under defin ite

orders when they go out to thei r prov inces . Fo r both
thi s practice and the g i v ing of salaries to th em and to
the other official s was establ i shed at th i s time . I n
former times

,
of cou rse

,
certain p ersons had made a

business of furnish ing the offi cial swith al l t lie y ne e d ed
for th e conduct ofth ei r offi ce

,
drawi ng upon th e

treasuryfo r th e money ; but u nder Caesar these offi cial s
now for the fi rs t t ime beg an to recei v e a fixed s al ary .

This 'as not assigned to them all on the same bas i s .
but approx imatel y as th eir needs requ ired ; and the

procurators . indeed , get the very titl e of thei r rank
from the amount ofthe salari es ass igned to them .

i I n 1a. 2 5 , s f.
c enl enar ii, ( lurenau

’

i, and ( rec enm ' ii
,
re ce iv ing one

hundred , two hundred , and t h re e hund red t hou sand se s terc e s
rc spe c tiv c lv .
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The fol lowing regulations were laid down for them
all al ike they were not to raise l ev i es of sold iers or
to exact money beyond the amount appointed , unl ess
the senate should so vote or the emperor so order ;
and when thei r su ccessors arrived

,
they were to l eav e

the province at once
,
and not to delay on th e

re tu rn journey, but to get back with in three months .
These regulations were establ ished at that time,

to speak general ly ; for in real ity Caesar h imsel f
was d estined to have absol ute control of al l matters
for all time

,
because he was not only master of th e

funds (nominal ly, to be sure , he had separated the
publ i c funds from his own

,
but as a matter of fact

,

he always spent the former al so as h e saw fi t), but
al so commanded the soldiers . At all events

,
when

hi s ten - year period came to an end , th ere was voted
to h im another fi ve years

,
then fi ve more

,
after that

ten
,
and again another ten

,
and then ten for th e

fifth time
,
so that by the succession of ten - year

period s he continued to be sol e rul er for l ife . And
it i s for th i s reason that the subsequent emperors

,

though no longer appointed for a specifi ed period ,
but for thei r whol e l ife once for al l

,
nevertheless

always hel d a cel ebration every ten years
,
as i f then

renewing thei r sovereignty once more ; and th is i s
done even at the present d ay .

Now Caesar had received many privi leges and
honours even prev iously, when the question of de
c lining the sovereignty and that of apporti oning the
prov inces were under d iscussion . Fo r th e right to
place th e lau rel trees i n front ofthe royal resid e n c e
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same time .

1 The name of monarchy
,
to be sure , th e a 1

Romans so d etested that th ey cal l ed thei r emperors
neither dictators nor kings nor anything ofthe sort
yet since th e final authority fo r th e governmen t
devol ves upon them

,
th ey must needs be kings . The

offi ces establ ished by the l aws , i t i s true , are main
taine d even now

,
except that of censor ; but the

entire d i rection and administration i s absol utely i n
accordance with t he wishes of the one i n power at
the time . And yet

,
in order to preserve the ap

p earanc e of having this power by v i rtue ofth e l aws
and not because of thei r own domination

,
th e em

pe ro r s have taken to themsel ves all th e functions,
incl uding the titl es

,
of th e offi ces which under th e

republ ic and by the free gift of the p eopl e were
powerful , with the single exception of the d ictator
sh ip . Thus

,
they very often became consu ls

,
and

they are always styled proconsul s whenever they are
outside the pomeri um . The name of imp erato r

” i s
held by them all for l ife

,
no t only by those who have

won victories i n battl e
,
but al so by those who have no t ,

i n token of thei r independent authority
,
and this has

di splaced the titl es ki ng ” and dictator. These
l ast titles they have never assumed since the time they
fi rs t fel l ou t of use in the conduct of the government

,

b ut the functions of the se offi ces are secu red to them
under the appel lation of “ 1111116171107 . Diy vi r tue of the
titl es named they secure the right to make l evi es

,
to

co l l e c t funds, declare war, make peace , rul e foreigners
and citizens al ike everywhere and always

,
— even to

the extent of being able to put to death both knights
and senators i nside the pomerium ,

- and al l th e other

1 Se e no te on 8 inf.
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children , and to thei r subj ects, that th ey sho u ld
revere them as they would the i r fathers .

Such i s the number and natu re ofthe appel la
tions wh ich those who posse ss th e imperial power
emp l oy i n acc ordance with the l aws and with what
has now become tradition . At present al l of them
are

,
as a rul e

,
bestowed upon the emperors at on e

and the same time , with the exception of th e titl e
of ce nsor ; but to the earl i er emperors th ey were
voted separately at diffe re nt times . A s regard s
th e censo rsh ip

,
some of them took it i n accordance

with the ancient practice
,
and Domitian

,
i n fact ,

took i t for l ife
,
bu t th is i s no longer done at th e

present day ; for, i nasmuch as th ey possess its
powers

,
they are not el ected to the o fi ic e and d o

not u se the titl e except in connex ion with th e
census .
I n th is way the gove rnment was changed at that

time for t he bette 1 and i n th e interest of greater
sec urity ; for i t was no doubt qu ite impossibl e for
the peopl e t o be saved u nder a republ i c . Never
the le ss, the events occu rring after th is time can not
be recorded in th e same manner as those of prev iou s
times . Fo rmerly

,
as we know

,
all matters were re

ported to the senate and to th e peopl e
,
even if they

happene d at a distance ; hence al l l earned ,
of them

and many recorded them
,
and consequ ently the

tru th regarding them
,
no matte r to what extent

fear or favou r
,
friendsh ip or enmity

,
colou red the

reports of certai n writers
,
was always to a certai n

e xtent to be found in the works of the other writers
who wrote ofthe same events and in the publ i c
re cords . But after this time most things that hap
pened began to be kept secre t and c on c eal ed

,
and
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soothsayers prophesied that he would rise to great 2 7

heights and hold the whole city under h i s sway .

And wh il e variou s persons were trying to outbid
one another i n different k inds of flattery toward
him

,
one Sextus Pac uvius, or, as others say , Apu d iu s ,

l

su rpassed them all . In the open senate
,
namely

,
he

dedicated himsel f to h im after th e fash ion of th e
Spaniards “

and advised the others to do the same .

And when Augustus h indered h im
,
he rushed out to

the crowd that was standing near
,
and

,
as he was

t ribune, compel led first them and then the rest
,
as

he went up and down the streets and lanes
,
to dedi

cate themsel ves to Augustus . From this episode we
are wont even now to say , in appeal ing to the
sovereign

,
We have dedicated oursel ves to you .

Pac u viu s ordered all to offer sacrifice i n v i ew of this
o ccu rrence, and before the multitude h e once declared
that he was going to make Augustu s h is h eir on equal
te rm s with his own son , — not that he had much of any
th ing, but because he hoped to rece ive sti l l more ; and
so it actual ly turned out . Augustus attended to all th e
business of the empire with more z eal than before

,

as if he had recei ved i t as a free gift from all the
Romans

,
and i n particular h e enacted many laws . I

need not enumerate them all accurately one by one
,

but only those which have a bearing upon my history ;
and I shal l fol low th is same course al so i n th e case
oflater events

,
i n order not to become wearisome

1 Inasmuc h as Sex tu s Pac u v ius Tauru s is fi rs t heard of(as
tribune) in 9 , it is probable that Apud iu s is the p rope r
form to b e read he re .

‘3 A cc o rd ing to Valerius Maximu s (ii. 6, the Ce lt i
b e rians tho ugh t it wrong to s u rvive a bat t le when t he lead e r
fo r who se p res e rvation the had vowed their life (371111 1111111
(1611011116 111)had p erished . f. Caesar, iii. 2 2 .
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to the ancient custom and l eft them under the con 2 1

t rol of the peopl e and the plebs , yet he took care
that none should be appointed who were unfit or
as the resu l t of partisan cl iques or bribery
I t was i n th is way , broadly speaking, that he ad

ministered the empire I shal l now relate in d etail
al so such of his acts as cal l for ment ion, ttogether
with the names of the consul s under whom they
were performed . In the year al ready named , per
c e iving that the roads o utside the wal l s had become
diffi cult to travel as th e resu lt of negl ect

,
he ordered

various senators to repair the others at th eir own
expense

,
and he himsel f looked after the ‘Flaminian

Way , since he was going to lead an army out by that
route . This road was finished promptly at that time ,
and statues of Augustus were accordingly erected on
arches on the bridge over the Tiber and at A riminum
but the other roads were repai red later

,
at the expense

either of the publ ic (for none of the senators liked
to spend money upon t hem) or of Augustus, as one
chooses to pu t it . For I am u nabl e to distinguish
between th e two funds

,
no matter how extensively

Augustus coined into money silver statues ofh imself
which had been set up by certain of his friends and

by certai n of th e subj ect peopl es
,
purposing thereby

t o make it appear that all the expenditu res which
he claimed to be making were from his own means .
Therefore I have no opinion to record as to whether
a particular emperor on a particular occasion go t the
money from the publ ic funds o r gave it himself.
For both courses were frequently fol lowed ; and why
should one enter su ch expenditures as loan s o r as gifts
respecti vely , when both the pe o lile and the emperor
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ofthe publi c . O 11 the other hand , Cornel i us Gal lus
was encouraged to insolence by the honour shown
him . Thus

,
he ind u lged in a great deal of d is

respe c tful gos s ip abou t Augustus and was guil ty of

many reprehensibl e ac tions b e sid e s ; for h e not on l y
s e t up images of h imsel f pract ical ly everywhere in
Egypt

,
but al so inscribed upon the pyram ids a l ist of

h is ach ievements . For th is act he was accused by
Valeriu s Largu s , h is comrade and intimate, and was
disfranch ised by Augustu s

,
so that he was prevented

from l iv ing in the emperor ’ s prov inces . A fter th is
had happened , many others attacked h im and brought
numerous indictments against h im . The senate unan i
mo u sly voted that he shou ld be conv icted in the
courts

,
ex i l ed

,
and deprived of h i s estate

,
that th is

estate should be g i ven to Augustus
,
and that th e

senate itsel f shou ld offer sacrifices . Overwhelmed b y
grief at th is , Gal lus comm itted su icide before th e
decrees took effect and the ins incerity of the maj ority
ofpeopl e was again proved by h is case

,
in that th ey

now treated the man whom formerly they had been
won t to flatter in such a way that they forced h im to
die by h is own hand

,
and then went over to Largu s

because he was beginn ing to grow powerful — though
they were certain to vote th e sam e measures against
him also

,
i f a s im i lar s ituation shou ld arise in h is case .

Pro c u le iu s , however, conce ived such contempt for
Largu s that once , on meeting him,

he clapped1 h is
hand over h is nose and mouth

,
thereby h inting to the

bystanders that it was no t safe even to breathe in the
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exped ition into Britain
,
since the peopl e there 71;

would not com e t o terms
,
b u t he was de ta ined by

the revo l t of the Sa lass i and by the hosti l ity of
the Cantabri and As tu re s . The former dwel l at the
foot of the A lps

,
as I have stated, 1 whereas both th e

other tribes occupy the strongest part of the
Pyrenees on the side of Spain , together w ith the
plain which l ies below . For these reason s Augus
tus

,
who was now consu l for the n inth time

,
with

Marcus S i lanus as col l eague
,
sen t Te rent iu s Varro

against the Salass i . Varro invaded their country at
many points at th e sam e time

,
i n order that they

m ight not j oin forces and so be more difficu lt to
subdue ; and he conquered them very easi ly

,
inas

much as they attacked h is d iv is ions on ly in smal l
groups . After forcing them to com e to term s h e
demanded a stated sum of money

,
as if h e were

going to impose no other pun i shment ; then , send
ing soldiers everywhere ostensibly to col l ect the
money, he arrested those who were of m i l itary
age and sold th em

,
on the understand ing that none

of them should be l iberated with in twen ty years .

The best of thei r land was g i ven to some of the
Pretorians

,
and later on rece ived the c ity cal led

Augusta Praetor ia .

2 Augustus h im se lf waged war
upon the Astu re s and u pon th e Cantabri at one and
the sam e time . But these peopl es wou ld neith er
yield to h im

,
because they were confident on account

of thei r strongholds
,
nor wou ld they come to close

quarters, owing to their inferio r numbers and the
c ircumstance that most of them were j avel in
throwers

,
and

,
bes ides, th ey kept caus ing h im a

I Probably in a los t .po rtion ofthe wo rk
,
pe rhaps Book

x x i i . Cf. Frag. 74 and Bo ok x l ix . 34 .

2 The mode rn Ao s ta.
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d istrict. About th i s same time Marcus Vinici u s
took vengeance u pon some of th e Germans because
they had arrested and slain Romans who entered
thei r coun try to trade with them ; and thus he, too,
caused the titl e of imp erato r to be bestowed upon
Augustu s . Fo r th is and hi s oth er exploits of th is
period a tri umph

,
as wel l as th e titl e

,
was voted to

Augustus ; but as h e did not care to cel ebrate it, a
tri umphal arch was erected i n the A l ps i n h i s honou r
and he was granted th e right always to wear both
the crown and the tri umphal garb on th e fi rst day
of the year.
A fter these ach ievements in th e wars Augustus

closed the precinct of Janus
,
wh ich had been opened

because of these wars . Meanwhi l e Agrippa beauti
fi ed the city at h is own expense . First

,
i n honou r

of the naval v i ctories h e compl eted the bu ilding
cal l ed the Basi l ica of Neptune and l ent it added
bril l iance by the painting representing the A rgonauts .
Next he constructed the Laconian sudatorium . He
gave the name “ Laconian ” to th e gymnasi um b e

cause the Lacedaemonians had a greater reputation
at that time than anybody el se for s tripping and e xe r
cis ing after anoi nting themsel ves with oil . A l so h e
comple ted the bui lding cal led th e Pantheon . I t has
this name

,
perhaps because it received among the

images which decorated it the statu es of many gods
,

i ncluding Mars and Venus ; but my own opinion of
the name i s that

,
because of its vaulted roof

,
i t r e

sembles th e h e avens . 1 Agrippa
,
for h i s part

,
wi shed

to place a statue of Augustus there al so and to
1 The p re s ent Panth e on

,
as i s now re c ogni z ed , date s fro m

the re ign ofH ad rian. The vast ro tu nda i s su r m o unted by a.
do m e , in the c entre ofwh i c h the re i s a c i rc u lar opening
nearly th irty fe e t in d iam e te r fo r the ad m iss ion ofl igh t
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BOOK L I I I

taking oaths . And when word was b ro ught that he 2 4

was al ready drawing near th e ci ty (fo r his i l l ness had
delayed his return), and he promised to give the
peopl e fou r hundred sesterces each

,
though h e fo r

bade the posting of the edict concerning th e dona
tive s until th e senate should give i ts approval , they
freed h im from all compulsion of the laws

,
in order

,

as I have stated
,

l that h e might be in reality in

dependent and supreme over both himsel f and the
laws and so might do everything he wish ed and

refrain from doing anyth ing he d id not wish . This
right was voted to him whil e h e was yet absent ;
and upon h is arri val in Rome variou s oth er pri vil eges
were accorded him in honour of his recovery and

return . Marcel l us was given the right to be a

senator among the e x - praetors and to stand for th e
consul ship ten years earl ier than was customary,
whil e Tiberiu s was permitted to stand for each
office five years before the regular age and he was
at once el ected quaestor and Marcel l us aedi l e . And
when there were not enough m en to serve as

quaestors i n the provinces
,
all drew l ots for th e

places who during the ten years prev ious had held
the quaestorship without being assigned to any
province .

These
,
th en

,
were the noteworthy occu rrences that

took place in the city at that time . A s soon as

Augustus had departed from Spain
,
l eaving beh ind

Lucius Aemiliu s as it s governor, the Cantabri and
the Ast u r e s revol ted ; and sending word to Aem iliu s ,
before reveal ing t o him the l east sign whatever of
their purpose

,
they said that they wished to make a

present to his army of grain and o ther things . Then ,
1 Se c c hap . 18.
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upon them . For h itherto they had been defeated
wheneve r they j o ined battl e

,
and had even been

lo sing some places ; b u t now
,
with the disease as

their al ly
,
they no t only won back thei r own posses

sions
,
but al so drove the survivors of th e expedition

out of t he country . These were the fi rst of th e
Romans , and , I bel ieve , the only ones, to traverse
so much of th is part of Arabia for the purpose of
making war ; fo r t hey advanced as far as the place
cal led Athlu la

,
a famous local i ty .

1

When Augustus was consul for the el eventh time, 2 3

with Calpu rniu s Piso, he fel l so ill once more as to
have no hope of recovery ; at any rate , he arranged
everything as i f he were about to d ie

,
and gathered

about him the magist rates and th e foremost senators
and knights . He did not

,
to be sure

,
appoint a su c

cessor
,
t hough all were expecting that Marcel l us

would be preferred for this position
,
but after tal king

with them awhil e about the public affai rs
,
he gave

Piso the list of the forces and of the public revenues
written in a book

,
and handed h is ring to Agrippa.

And al though he lost th e power of attending even
to the most u rgent matters

,
yet a certai n Antoniu s

Musa restored h im to healt h by means of cold baths
and cold potions . For this

,
Musa received a great deal

of money from both Augustus and the senate
,
as wel l

as the right to wear gold rings (for he was a freed
man), and he was granted exempt ion from taxes

,

both for himsel f and for th e members of h is p rofe s
s ion , not only those living at the time but al so those
of future generations . But it was fated t hat he who
had taken to himself th e functions of Fortune or

1 The p lace has no t be en id ent ifi ed ; S t rabo (xv i. 4 , 2 4)
cal ls it Athru la.
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1 D . Magie The M iss ion ofAgr ippa t o the Orient in
2 3 in Classical P hilo logy , i i i . , 1908, 145 if. ) po ints o u t
the d i ffi c u l t ie s in the popu lar ve rs ion ofAgrippa’s j o u rney t o
L e sbo s , and su ggests that he was in reali ty sent o u t by
2 74
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ment
,
and that h e either wished the peopl e to regain

thei r l iber ty o r fo r Agrippa to re ce ive the l eadership
from them . Fo r he we l l understo od t hat Agrippa
was exceed ingly beloved by them and he p re

ferred not to seem to be committing the supreme
power to h im on h is own responsibil ity. When he
recovered

,
therefore

,
and l earn ed that Marcel l us b e

cause of th is was not fri endly toward Agrippa, h e
immediately sent the latter to Syria

,
so that no

occasion for s c ofling or for ski rmish ing might ari se b e
tween them by thei r being together . 1 And Agrippa
straightway set out from the city

,
but did not reach

Syria ; instead , acting with even more than hi s usual
moderation

,

2 he sent h is l ieutenants th ither
,
and

tarried himself i n Lesbos .
Besides doing al l these th ings i n the manner

related
,
Augustus appointed ten praetors

,
feel ing

that he no longer required a larger number ; 3 and
this happened for several years . Most of them were
to perform the same du t i es as formerly

,
but two were

to be i n charge of the financial administration each
year. Having arranged these matters in deta il , he
went to the A l ban Mount and resigned the consul
ship . For ever since conditions had become settl ed

,

both he h imsel f and most of h is col l eagues had hel d
the office for the whol e year

,
and he now wished to

end th is practice, i n ord e r that as many as possibl e
might become consul s ; and he resigned outside the

Au u stu s on a d iplo m at ic m ission c al l ing fo r se c re cy
no t ing less , in fac t , than fo r the pu rpo se of indu c ing
Phraate s to re tu rn the c aptu red Ro m an standards and

re c e ive in re tu rn h is son. C f . c hap . 33, 2 inf.

2 C f. l iv . l l , 6.

3 Unde r J u l iu s Cae sar the nu m be r had b c cn as h igh as

sixte en ; see xl i i i . 49 , l , and 51, 4 .
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su rrender Tiridate s t o Phraat e s , b u t sent back to the 2 3

lat ter h is son whom he had once recei ved from him

and was keeping ,1 on cond it ion that the capt ives
and th e m i l itary standards taken in th e disasters of
Crassus and of Antony shoul d be returned .

Du ring th i s same year one of th e minor aedil es
died and Gaius Calp urniu s succeded h im ,

i n spite of
hav ing served previously as one of the major aedil es . 2

Th is is not recorded as having occu rred in th e case
ofany other man. During the Fe riae there were two
prefects of th e ci ty for each day ; and one of them
held the offi ce in spite of the fact that h e had not
yet the standing even of a youth .

Liv ia
,
now

,
was accused of having caused th e

deat h of Marcel l us
,
because h e had been preferred

before her sons ; but the j ustice of th is su spicion b e
came a matter of controversy by reason of the
character both of that year and ofthe year fol low
ing, which proved so unheal thfu l that great numbers
perish ed during them . And

,
j ust as it usual ly hap

pens that some sign occurs before such events
,
so on

this occasion a wol f was caught in th e city , fi re and

storm damaged many bu i ldings
,
and th e Tiber

,
r is

ing , carried away the wooden bridge and made the
city navigabl e for boats during three days .

1 Cf. l i . 18, 3 .

3 By
“ mino r and “ maj o r

”
aed ile s D io means the

p lc b eian and c uru le aed iles re sp e c tive ly.
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L . Domitiu s Cn. F . Cn. N. Ahc no b arb u s , P . Co rne l iu s
P . F . P . N. Scip io .

M . Liviu s L . F. Dr u s u s Libo , L . Calpu rniu s L . F. Piso

Frugi.

M . Liciniu s M . F . Cras s u s , Cn. Co rne liu s 077. F. Lent u l u s .

Tib . C laud iu s Tib . F . Ne r o , P . Qu intiliu s Sex . F . Varu s .

M . Vale riu s M . F. Messalla Barbat u s
,
P . S u lp iciu s P . F .

Quirinu s .

Pau l u s Fabiu s Q . F. Max imu s
, Q . Ae lius Q . F . Tubero .

Ial l u s Antoniu s M . F . ,
Africanu s Q . Fabiu s Q . F .

TH E fol l owing year
,
i n wh ich Marcus Marcel l u s

and Luciu s Ar runtiu s were consul s
,
th e city was

again submerged by the overflowing of the river,
and many obj ects were struck by thunderbol ts,
especial ly th e statues in th e Pantheon

,
so that th e

spear even fel l from the hand of August us . The
pestilence raged th roughout all I taly so that no one
til l ed the land, and I suppose that the same was th e
case i n foreign parts . The Romans

,
therefore

,
re

d u c ed to di re straits by the disease and by the
consequent famine

,
bel ieved that these woes had

come upon them for no other reason than that th ey
d id not have Augustus for consu l at th is time al so .

They accordingly wish ed to el ect him dictator
,
and
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BOOK L IV

col lapsed as they ascended it on the fi rst day of th ei r
ho lding the office

,
and was shat t e r c d in pieces ,

and after that no others of the same rank as these
became censors together. Even at th is t ime, in

spite of their having been chosen to the position ,
Augu stu s performed many of the duties bel onging
to their oflic e . Of the publ ic banquets, he abolished
some al together and limited the extravagance of
others . H e committed the charge of all the
festival s to the praetors

,
commanding that an

appropriation should be given them from the public
treasu ry

,
and al so forbidding any one of them to

spend more than another from his own means on
these festival s

,
or to give a gladiatorial combat u nl ess

the senate decreed it
,
or

,
i n fact

,
oftener than twice

in each year or with more than one hundred and

twenty men . To the curul e aedi l es h e entrusted
the putt ing out of fi res

,
for which purpose he granted

them six hundred slaves as assistants . And s i nce
knights and women of rank had given exhibitions
on th e stage even then

,

1 he forbade not only the
sons of senators

,
who had even before this been

excl uded
,
but al so thei r grandsons

,
so far

,
at l east,

as these belonged to the equestrian order
,
to do

anything of the sort again .

A l though in these measures h e showed himsel f
,
in

form as wel l as i n name
,
both law- give r and arbitrary

rul er
,
i n h is behaviour general ly h e was moderate

,
to

such a degree
,
in fact

,
that he even stood by some of

h is friends when t heir offi cial conduct was under
investigation . A l so when a certain Marcu s P rimus
was accused of having made war upon the Od ry sae
whil e h e was governor of Macedonia

,
and declared at

1 Cf. l iii. 31.
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the publ ic good
,
he gave very strong p roof ; at any 2 2

rate
,
when Caep io

’

s father freed one of the two
sl aves who had accompanied h is son i n h is fl ight
because th is sl ave had wished to defend his young
master when he met h is death

,
but in th e case of

the second slave
,
who had deserted h is son , l ed h im

through the midst of the Forum with an inscription
making known the reason why he was to be put to
death

,
and afterwards crucified him , the emperor was

not vexed . Indeed
,
h e would have al layed all th e

criti cism of those who were not pl eased with what had
been done

,
had he not gone further and p ermitted

sacrifices to be both voted and offe red as for a vic t o ry .

I t was at th is time that he restored to the p eopl e
both Cyprus and Gal l ia Narbonensis as districts no
longer needing the p resence of hi s armies and thus
proconsul s began to be sent to those prov inces also .

H e also dedicated the templ e of Jupiter Tomans .
Concerning th is templ e two stories have been handed
down , first, that at that time claps of thunder occu rred
when the ritual was being performed

,
and

,
second

,

that at a later time Augus tus had a dream as fol lows .
The peopl e

,
he thought, approached Jupiter who i s

cal l ed Tonans and did reverence to h im
,
partly b e

cause of the novelty of h is name and of the form of
his statue

,
and partly because the statu e had been

set up by Augustus
,
but ch iefly because it was th e

fi rs t they encountere d as th ey ascended the Capitol
and thereupon the Jupiter in th e great temp l e
was angry because he was now reduced to second
place as compared with the other. A t th is

,
Augustus

related , he said to Jupiter Capito linu s ,
“ You hav e

Tonans as you r sentinel and when it was day
,
h e

attached a be l l to the statu e as confirmation of th e
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BOOK L IV

he arrived
,
hoping to make good the ir escape . But a c . 2 2

be ing overtaken on the road
,
they were defeated and

thus drew h im after them into the ir own country .

There
,
too

,
he fought successfu l ly w ith them

,
and

took Napata, the i r capital , among other c it ies . Th is
place was raz ed t o th e ground, and a garr ison left at
another po i nt ; for Petron ius, find i ng h imself unabl e
e ither to advance farther

,
on account of th e sand and

the heat
,
or advantageously to rema i n where he was

w ith h is ent ire army, w ithdrew ,
tak i ng the greater

part of it w ith h im . Thereupon the Eth iopian s at
tacked the garrisons

,
but he agai n proceeded aga i nst

them
,
rescued h i s own men

,
and compe l led Candace

to make terms w ith h im .

Wh i l e th is was go ing on , Augustu s went to S ic i ly i n
order to settl e affa irs i n that island and el sewhere as
far as Syr ia . Wh i l e h e was st i l l th ere

,
th e Roman pc pu

lace fe l l to quarrel l ing over th e e lection of the consu l s .
Th is i nc ident showed clearly that it was imposs ibl e for
a democrat ic government to be ma i nta i ned among
them at any rate , although th ey had but l ittle
author ity e ither i n th e matter of th e e lect ion s or of th e
offi ces themse l ves, they fe l l to r iot ing. One of the
con su l sh ips

,
it seem s

,
was be ing kept for Augustus

,

and accord ingly at the beginn ing of the year Marcus
Lol l ius alone entered upon ofiic e ; bu t when the em

p e ro r wou ld not accept th e pos ition , Qu i ntu s Lepidus
and Luc ius S i l vanus became r ival cand idates and threw
everyth ing i nto such tu rmo i l that Augustu s was sum
moned home by those who retai ned the i r sen ses . H e

2 1
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BOOK L IV

While Agrippa was thu s occupied, Augustus after
arranging variou s matters in Sicily and making
Roman colon ies of Syracuse and certai n other
cities , crossed over into Greece . H e honou red th e
Lacedaemonians by giving them Cy th era and at

tending thei r public mess
,
because Livia

,
when sh e

fled from I taly with her husband and son
,

1 had spent
some time there . But from th e Athenians he took
away Aegina and Eretria

,
from which th ey received

tribute
,
because

,
as some say , they had espou sed the

cause of Antony ; and he furthermore forbade them
to make anyone a citiz en for money . And it seemed
to them that the thing which had happened to th e
statue of Athena was responsibl e for th is misfortune ;
for th is statu e on the Acropol i s, which was placed
to face the east, had tu rned around to th e west and
spat blood . Au gustu s

,
now

,
after transacting what

business he had in Greece
,
sail ed to Samos

,
where

he passed th e winter ; and in the spring of the year
when Marcu s Apul eius and Publius S il iu s were
consul s

,
he went on into Asia, and sett l ed everything

there and i n Bithynia. For al though th ese prov inces
as wel l as those previously mentioned were regarded
as belonging to the peopl e, he d id no t for that
reason negl ect th em

,
but gave most careful attention

to them all
,
as i f they were his own . Thus he

instituted variou s reforms
,
so far as seemed desi rabl e

,

and made donations of money to some
,
at th e same

time commanding others to contribute an amount
in excess of the t ribute . He reduced th e peopl e of
Cyz icus to slavery because during a factious quarrel
th ey had flogged and put t o death some Romans .
And when he reached Syria

,
he took the same action

1 Cf. x lviii. 15.

B . C . 2 1

B . C . 2 0
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BOOK L I V

ofa decree ; on thei r own initiative , however, th e B . C . 2 0

aedil es gave games in th e Circus and a slaughter of
wild beas ts on Augustus

’

birthday .

This is what was going on in the city . Augustus
admini stered the subj ect territory according to the
customs of the Romans

,
but permitted th e al l ied na

tions to be governed in their own traditional manner ;
and he d id not regard it as desirabl e eith er to make
any additions to the former or to extend the latter
by any newacqu isitions

,
but thought it best to be satis

fi ed wit h precisely what they al ready possessed
,
and

he communicated this opinion to the senate . There
fore he undertook no war

,
at any rate for th e time

being
,
but actual ly gave away certain principal iti es

— to I am b lichu s
,
the son of I amb lichu s , h is ancestral

dominion over the Arabians
,
and to Tar c ond imo tu s ,

th e son of Tar c ond imo tu s , th e k ingdom of Cil i cia,
which h is father had held

,
except fo r a few places

on the coast. These latter together with Lesser
A rmenia he granted to Arch elaus

,
because the Mede,

who previou sly had rul ed them
,
was dead . To

Herod he entrusted th e tetrarchy of a certain
Z enod o ru s

,
and t o one M ithridates

,
though st il l a

mere boy
,
he gave Commagene , inasmuch as its k ing

had put the boy ’sfather to death . And since the other
A rmenians had preferred charges against Ar taxe s

and had summoned his brother Tigranes
,
who was i n

Rome, the emperor sent Tiberius to driv e Ar taxe s

out of the kingdom and to reinstate Tigranes . And
al though nothing was accompl ished by Tiberi u s
commensu rate with his preparations

,
since before h is

arrival th e Armenians sl ew Ar taxe s , yet he assumed
a l ofty bearing

,
especial ly aft er sacrifices had been
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out of season on account
,
they say

,
of Augustus, who B . C. 2 0

al so was an initiate
,
and h e then threw h imsel f al ive

into the fi re .

The consu l that year was Gai us Sentiu s ; and wh e n B . C . 19

i t became necessary for a col leagu e to be el ected (for
Augustus on th is occas ion, also, did not accept th e
position after it had been kept open for h im), factiou s
quarrel l ing again took place and murders occurred

,

so that the senators voted a guard for Sent iu s ; and
when he was unwil l ing to use i t

,
th ey sent envoys to

Augustus
,
each with two l ictors . Now when th e

emperor l earned of these th ings
,
real iz ing that there

would be no end to the evi l
,
he did not th is time

deal with the matter as h e had before
,
but appointed ‘

one of the envoys themsel ves, Quintus Lucretius, to
the consul ship

,
though th is man

’

s name had been
posted in the l ist of th e proscribed ; and he hastened
to Rome himsel f. For this and the other th ings he
had done wh il e absent from the city many honours
of all sorts were voted him

,
none of which he would

accept
,
save th e founding of an al tar to Fortuna

Redux (for th is was th e name they gave to her), and
the provision that th e day on wh ich h e arrived
should be numbered among the hol idays and be
cal l e d Augu stalia. Since even then the magistrates
and the rest made preparations beforehand to go
out to meet h im

,
he entered the city by night ; and

on the fol lowing day he gave Tiberius the rank of an
ex - praetor and al l owe d Drusus to stand for the
various oflic e s five years earl ie r than was the practice .
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and sold , had kil l ed their masters in every case , and B . C . 19

returning home
,
had induced many to j oin in thei r

rebel lion and with the aid of these they had seiz ed
some positions

,
wal l ed them in

,
and were plott ing

against the Roman garrisons . I t was against th ese
peopl e

,
then

,
that Agrippa l ed an expedit ion . But

he had some troubl e also with his soldiers ; for not a
few of them were too old and were exhausted by the
continual wars ; and fearing the Cantabri as men
hard to subdue

,
th ey would not obey him . Never

the le ss, partly by admonishing and exhorting them
,

and partly by inspi ri ng them with hopes
,
he soon

made them yiel d obedience . In fighting against
the Cantabri

,
however

,
he me t with many reverses ;

for they not only had gained practical experience
,
as

a resu l t of having been slaves to th e Romans
,
but

al so despai red of having their l i ves granted to them
again ifthey were taken capt i ve . But final ly Agrippa
was su ccessful ; after losing many of his soldiers

,

and degrading many others because they kept being
defeated (for example, he gave orders that th e
enti re Augustan l egion

,
as it had been cal l ed, shoul d

no longer bear that name), he at l ength destroyed
nearly all of the enemy who were of mil itary age ,
deprived the rest of thei r arms, and forced them t o

come down from thei r fortresses and l ive in the

plains . Yet he sent no communication concerning
them to the senate

,
and d id not accept a triumph ,

al though one was vo t ed at th e behest ofAugust us
,

but showed moderatio n in these mat ters as was his
won t ; and once , when asked by th e consul for his
opinion about his brother

,

1 he would not give it . At

No th ing ofth is so r t is re co rd ed e l s ewhe re . The pas sage

may b e c o r r up t it has be en p rop o sed t o read 1rp3 fo r 37 677,
ahead ofthe c ons u l ’s bro ther ,” ou t ofhis t urn.
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BOOK L IV

obtained th e other five years ofhis imperial power in
addition

,
so that th e total number became ten again .

When he had done th is
,
he purged the senatorial

body. For th e members seemed to h im to be too
numerous even now

,
and he saw noth ing good in a

large th rong ; moreover, h e hated not only those
who were notorious for some baseness

,
but al so those

who were conspicuou s for th ei r flattery . And when
,

as on the previous occasion
,

1 no one would resign of
his own free wil l , and Augustus , i n h i s tu rn , did not
wish to incu r blame alone

,
he h imsel f sel ected the

thi rty best men (a point which he afterwards con
firmed by oath)and bade them ,

after fi rst taking the
same oath

,
choose fi ve at a time, relatives not to be

incl uded
,
by writing th e names on tabl ets . After th is

h e made the groups of five cast lots
,
with the arrange

ment that th e one man i n each group who drew the
l ot should be a senator h imsel f and should write
down five other names accord ing to the same plan .

The o riginal th irty
,
of course

,
were to be incl uded

among those who were availabl e for sel ection by
the second th irty and for the drawing of lots .
And since some who were chosen were out of
town

,
others were drawn in thei r place and di s

charged the duties that bel onged to them . A t

fi rst al l th is went on fo r several days in the way de
scribed ; but when various abuses crept in , Augustus
no longer entrusted the l ists to the quaestors
and no longer submitted the groups of five to the
lot

,
but he h imsel f thenceforth made the sel ection

and h imsel f chose the senators who were sti l l r e

quired in order to make th e number of men ap
pointed six hundred in al l . I t had

,
i ndeed

,
been hi s

1 Cf. I ii. 42 .
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BOOK L IV

but some few were l eft in an intermediate position ,
be ing regarded as belonging neither t o the senate
nor to the peopl e .

After these events
,
many immediately and many

later were accused
,
whether tru l y or fal sely, of

plotting against both the emperor and Agrippa . I t
i s not possibl e, of course, for tho se

'

on th e outside to
have ce rtain knowl edge of such matters ; for what
ever measures a rul er takes

,
either personal ly or

through the senate
,
for the pun ishment of men for

al leged plots against h imsel f
,
are general ly looked

upon with suspicion as having been done out of spite
,

no matter how j ust such measu res may be . Fo r
th is reason it i s my purpose to repor t i n all su ch
cases simply the recorded version of the affai r

,
wi th

out busying mysel f with anyth ing beyond the pub
lishe d account

,
except i n perfectly patent cases

,
o r

giving a h int as to th e j ustice or inj usti ce of the act
or as to the truth or fal sity of the report . Let thi s
explanation appl y al so to everything that I shal l
write hereafter. A s for th e time of which we are
speaking

,
Augustus executed a few men in the case

of Lepidus
,
however

,
although he hated the man

,

among other reasons
,
because h is son had been

detected i n a plot against h im and had been pun
ished

,
yet he did not wish to put h im to death

,
but

kept subj ecting h im to insu l t from time to time in
variou s ways . Thus he would order h im to come back
to the city from h is estate in the country

,

1 whether
he wished to do so or not

,
and would always take him

to the meetings of the senate
,
in order that he

might be subj ected to th e utmost to j eering and

1 A t Cir c e ii.



D IO ’

S ROMAN H ISTORY

IN I A 9 I
7 779 50 963 0 9 163 5 777009 7 7717 7 179 ( 5&t e 3 67 3 603 7717I ’I 3 3, Q , P

’

0473 50 163 1777 163 5 0 3 7 6 69 3 33 0 7 5 079 163 5 3 g507 05

x
I A I

8
\ A f

070 3 6Xp777 o , 7 0 7 6 6 163 5 7 7717 37 77670 17 3 0 7 657 07 7 0717
f I A I A
3 773 7 63 160 7 0717 6777776 . 7 0 3 9 3 617 r

yap 333 0 3 9 617 7 77I I I A i Q I

163 9 77160 3 0 77 7 3 565 7 0717 3 3 773 7 63 1607 0717

A I I c

7777077617 7 6 7 5173 163 2 3637 670017 7 p 57 o z7 7 6 163 5

I f I ( I
7 67 3 3 7017, 7 0 3 9 7 6 3 05770 3 9 03 050

79 , 079 770 3 163 5

3 I A t PI 7 I ( I
163 5 7 0 3 7 0 163 5 0 5 3 773 7 05 6770503 17 . 0 3 7 07

I I a 1

3 617 377 7 017 A677 530 17 3 67 6X65p 5§67 0 , 163 5 677 65377 7 6
I I I

A177 50 7 5O9 Aafi edm69 7 039 ,
3 03 3 63 0 0 177 3 9 l 3 37 017,

( I C
8

I 2 3 I I 3 I
0 7 6 77 53 7 17073 77 616651777 675712 657 0 , 60 67773 317 3 7 0 ,

A I 9

77p 077 017 3 617 677 507p1677166173 5 7 6 3 3 7 017 163 2 7 53 07
I I I

70770 60 03 5 7577653 770 617, 677657 3 36 6577 0177 0 9 3 37 0 3
I

163 5 7 5 365170 17 776770577163 16617 650w 617 7 07 0 3 176

I I A A
3p507 3 017 0 3 3707756706073 67 5 163 2 173 17 776p5opa s

031667 03363 53 17 370
5

77717 67705770 3 7 0
'

7703

3 3 1659 7377 163 2 5353 163 2 160517777 179 t epa70 3l7779 7 3 37 779I 3 I A A I
3 550 33 63 09 0 3 16 635163 5070 6 ( 07177 0 9 7 03 A677530 3

A I I Q A I 3

3 3 786517 3 3 7 7717 . Av7 50 7 50 9 3 617 0 3 17 7 0 3 7 0 7 6 0 3 16

3 770 16a5po3 65776517 630356 , 163 5 770 7 6 3 07 0717 617 7 77

,
803 3 77 7 57 1703 617073 079 xpewv 6577 7 317 A3fyov 0 7 017 616A A )I I t 3 A
353 3096779 0 473 9 ¢p03 p6517, 3 777 3 177 65776517 7 03
A I .

9 OI Q I
3 0717 3 777 6 37703 63 073 , 0 7 5

“

776w
I A A 3,

163 5 03 33 173 3 3 5 3 37 0 3 77p0160 57 770 3 5.

G“ I
O 3 0 3 17 A3ryov 0 7 0 9 6533 3 7 6 61703 09 67 170 6 ,I A A

163 2 7 0 3 9 36163 0 3 177 3 9 7 5173 9 677 2 7 3 59 3 pX3 59 69

1
303 3 630 0177 3 3 R . Steph . , 303 3 630 3 177 3 5 M .

2 37 6 353 7 170
3

3 77 Rk. , 37 5 5356155 7 170
3

3 171 M .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


D IO ’S ROMAN H ISTORY

I Q A A A
Wei/7 6 37 77 av 7wv TOLS

‘

7 6 dy duom Kai 7 um
I

dVCiVBpOLS
‘ Bap157 6pa 7 a 6

’

7n 7 bp ta, 6
’

7ré7 afe , Kai
A A I

£11, 7 a 7 0 1) 7 6 f
ydp ov K ai 7 779 7ra z80 7rou aq ft fi ka

a/ a I A 31 A
2 €7T6L877 7 6 wokv 7r7x6wv 7 0 app ev 7 o u

I A A 9 9 I 3

finkeo q 7 ou ev r

yevov s
‘
77V, 67r67 p64f6 fc cu efeh evfi epas‘A I A I )I

7 0 59 efi ehov cn , 71
'

a 7wv Bo vkevowwv, afyeo
' fi a t ,

I A
gum /aau 7 97V 7 exv07r ou av av7wv ezvat xeXeéaa s‘ .

3 K
) I

B
I 2 A

8
I I

a v 7 o u 7 go fca7 a 07706
609
6
1} 7 9) 0 11116 pcq:

7T€p b

7 6 7 779 7 u m f
yvvaucwv [Ca b 71

'

6p b 7 779 7 u mveavwxwv
I I I A c I

a /fooyufl s
‘

, 77700 9 awoko ryca v 877 7wa 7 ou
,
unp C‘LBLwS

‘

A I A
31, av 'mv 7 a9 7 am r

ya/Lcov a vvahkafya q wat ewea t ,I I
fyevo/u évnq , lcai évafyowwv au

’

7 by Kai é ICGLVflV 6771 1A A ( I h fl

vc

ip
fi a
i
aac Xxevaaffcp

f
yvvafif

w expni
o ,

4 7 0 p er) 7rpw7 ov awe/610511617 0 av7 o zs
‘

0 7 1, 7 a [.LGV
S I I I I
a va r

y/caw7 a 7 a 8p w'

7 a t , 7 a 36 Kam a, a8vva7 0v
3 f I A )I 3

GO
'

TLV 0
,
170a wapaSoa /a c, 677 6L7 a 86 GKBLCLO

'HGLS‘
9 A A
6L7T€V 3TL “

av
’

7 02 6¢65K67 6 7 aL9 Kai
A I ( I I ( I

wapawew fca o x ekevew o o
-

a, Bovkeo
‘ fi e '

o 7rep 7ro v

A A A

5 Kai éfy tb wow) . c
’

uc o fi o-

avms
‘

0 1
3

1) 7 d v7
’

e
’

xewo z
A A I A

WORK?) y akkov évelc et v
'

ro Bovké/Levm 7 219
I A A I A )I A

wafczicvecj ew fi
h ovbf‘z T

apawew « (my ,
u cffi ew.

mu 0 9 mean) p e lf, 6L7T€ 8 o vu 7wa [Ca b 77
'

6pL 7 179A A A A
60 9777 0 9 mu 7 ou kom ov xéo'

p ov m m 7 6

3 I A A 3 f A
6508031) Kai 7 779 awcfipoa é vnq av 7wv, “778 o7 tovI A A
gbpovn aa q 37 4

,
m

‘

) [cal 7 9) 35p a137 c
‘

z 6
’

7rw7 o v7 o .

I I I I I
6 ma) 67 6p01) 86 TL 7 0t ov86

'

7 6
,
1107“ v évrevromzc eu

A I A
6776a (

yap Wpoafivyafye
'

7 L9 au
’

7 zy veavw/cov r
yvvau caI I A ( I

616 ,uozxebas
‘ r
ye

f
y ayn/c07 a , K a t 7r> ww7 a 00 a xa7 77

1
eipg

‘

e R. Steph . , efpfie M .

2
Kawafi m

'wews R . Steph . , Ka
’

reBénaev M.

3 2 2



BOOK L IV

fi ve years . H e laid heav ie r assessments upon th e
unmarri ed men and Upon the women withou t hu s
band s

,
and on the other hand offered prizes for

marriage and the begetting of ch ildren . And since
among the nobi l ity there were far more males than
female s, he al lowed all who wish ed

,
except th e

senators
,
to marry freedwomen

,
and ordered that

thei r offsp ring should be held l egitimate .

Meanwhil e a clamor arose in th e senate over th e
d isorderly conduct of th e women and of the young
men, thi s being al leged as a reason for thei r r e

luc tanc e to enter i nto th e marriage relation ; and
when they u rged him to remedy th i s abuse al so

,
with

i ron ical al l usions to his own intimacy with many
women

,
he at fi rst repl ied that the most necessary

restrictions had been laid down and that anyth ing
further could not possibly be regul ated by decree in
similar fash ion . Then , when he was driven into a
corner

,
h e said : “ You yoursel ves ought to admonish

and command your wives as you wi sh that i s what I

do . When they heard that
,
th ey pl ied h im with

questions all th e more
,
wish ing to learn what th e

admonitions were wh ich he professed to give Livia .

He accordingly
,
though with rel uctance

,
made a few

remarks about women ’s dress and th ei r other adorn
ment, about thei r going out and thei r modest b e
haviou r, not in th e l east concerned that h is actions
did not l end credence to h is words . Another in
stance ofsuch inconsi stency had occurred wh il e h e
was censor . Some one brought before h im a young
man who had taken as h is wife a married woman
with whom he had previously committed adultery

,

and made ever so many accusations against th e
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BOOK L I V

e l se might read them . He p ermitted all to stand D . C . 18

for offi ce who possessed p roperty worth fou r hundred
thousand sesterces and were el igibl e by the l aws to
hold office . This was the senatorial rating which
he at fi rst establ ished ; but later h e raised it to
one m i l l ion sesterces . Upon some of those who l ived
upright l i ves bu t possessed l ess than th e fou r
hundred thousand sesterces i n the fi rst instance , or
th e mil l ion i n the second

,
he bestowed th e amount

lacking. And because of thi s h e al l owed the
praetors who so desired to spend on th e publ i c
festi val s three times th e amount granted them from
the treasury. Thus

,
even if some were vexed at

the strictness of h is other regu lations
,
yet by reason

of th is action and also because h e restored one
Pylades, a dancer, who had been ex il ed on account
of sedition , they remembered them no longer.
Henee Pylades i s said to have rej oined very cleverly,
when the emperor rebuked h im for hav ing quar
r e l led with Bathy llu s, a fel l ow- arti st and a favou rite
of Maecenas 1 I t i s to your advantage

,
Caesar that

the peopl e should devote thei r spare time to u s .
These were the occurrences of that year. In th e

consul ship of Gaiu s Fu rniu s and Gaiu s S ilanus
,

Agrippa again acknowl edged th e birth of a son ,
who

was named Lucius ; and Augustu s immed iately
adopted h im together with h is brother Gai us

,
not

waiting for them to become men
,
but appointing

them then and there successors to h is office
,
i n order

that fewer plots might be formed against h im . He
transferred the festival of Honor and Vi rtu s to th e
days which are at present thei rs

,
commanded those

who celebrated tri umphs to e re c t o u t of thei r
1 Cf. Tao . Ann. i . 54 .
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BOOK L I V

gladiatorial combats
,
Tiberius and D rusus rep resent

ing h im in the matter after the senate had granted
them permission . Then he committed

,to Taurus
the management of the city together with the rest
of Italy (for h e had sent Agrippa again to Syr ia and
no longer looked with equal favou r upon Maecenas
because of the latter ’s wife), and taking Tiberius ,
though praetor at the time, along with h im, he set
out on h is j ourney . Tiberius , i t appears, had
become praetor in sp ite of h is al ready holding the
rank of a praetor ; and D ru sus now performed all

the duti es of h is offi ce in pursuance of a decree .

The night fol lowing thei r departure th e templ e of
I uventus 1 was burned to the ground . Other portents
al so had occu rred a wolf had ru sh ed into the Forum
by the Sacred Way and had kil l ed p eop l e, and not
far from the Forum ants were conspicuously swarm
ing together ; moreover, a flame l ike a torch had
shot from the south towards the north al l nigh t
long . Because of al l these signs prayers were
offered for the return of A ugustus . Meanwhi l e they
held the quadrennial cel ebration of h is sovereignty

,

Agrippa
,
represented by his fel low -

p ri ests, bearing
the expense ; for h e had been consecrated as one of
the q u ind e c imviri

, upon whom the management of
th e festival devol ved in regular succession .

There were many other disturbances
,
too

,
during

that period . The Camunni and V ennii
,

2 Al pi ne
tribes , took up arms against th e Romans , but were
conquered and subdued by Publ ius S i l i us . The
Pannonians in company with the No ric i overran

1 Aed es I mien!LLLis .

2 Othe r forms ofth is name are V enuone s , V ennonte s , and
V eno s te s .
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BOOK L IV

whol e of th is year
,
as wel l as th e next , in wh ich

Marcu s Libo and Calp u rniu s Piso were c o nsul s .
For no t

'

only had the Gaul s suffered mu c h at the
hands of the German s

,
but much also at th e hands

ofa certai n L ic inu s .

1 And of th is
,
I think

, t he

sea - monster had given them ful l warning before
hand ; twenty feet broad and three times as l ong,
and resembl ing a woman except for its head , i t
had come in from the ocean and become stranded
on the shore . Now Lic inu s was original ly a Gaul

,

but after being captured by the Romans and b e
coming a slave of Caesar ’s

,
h e had been set free by

h im
,
and by Augustus had been made procurator of

Gaul . This man
,
then

, wi th h is combination of bar
barian avarice and Roman dign ity

,
tried to overthrow

every one who was ever counted superior to h im and
to destroy every one who was strong for the time
being. He not only suppl i ed h imsel f with pl enty
of funds for the requi rements of th e offi ce to which
he had been assigned

,
but al so incidental ly col lected

pl enty for h imsel f and fo r hi s fri ends . H is knavery
went so far that i n some cases where the p e opl e
paid their tribu te by the month h e made th e months
fourteen in number

,
declaring that th e month cal l ed

December was real ly th e tenth , and for that reason
they must reckon two more (which he call ed the
el eventh and the twelfth 2 respectively) as th e last,
and contribute the money that was due for these
months . I t was these qu ibbles that brought h im
into danger ; fo r the Gaul s secured the ear of
Augustus and protested indignantly, so that the

1 Lic inu s appears to b e the proper spe l l ing ofthe name ,

al though we find L i c iniu s e ven in some Roman write rs .
Bekke r plaus ibly su gge sted ‘

EvSexe
’

p Lov and Awaexe
'

p wv ,
1

°

. e. Und e c emb er and D uod ec emb er .
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BOOK L I V

whom they d iscovered by some means of d iv inat ion .

Fo r these reasons
,
then

,
Augustus fi rst sent aga in st

them D rusu s
,
who speed i ly routed a detachment of

them wh ich came to meet h im near th e Tr ident i ne
mounta in s

,
and i n consequence rece ived the rank of

praetor . Later
,
when the Rhaet ian s had been re

pu l sed from I taly, b u t were st i l l harass i ng Gau l ,
Augustu s sen t ou t T iber ius also. Both leaders then
i nvaded Rhaet ia at many po i nts at th e same t ime ,
e ither i n person or through the ir l ieu tenants, and
T iber ius even crossed the lake 1 w ith ships . In th is
way

,
by encounter i ng them separate ly, th ey terr ified

them and not only eas i ly overwh elmed those w ith
whom they came i nto c lose quarters at any t ime,
i nasmuch as the b arbar ian s had the i r forces scattered,
but al so captu red the rema i nder

,
who i n consequence

had become weaker and less spirited . And b ecau se
the land had a large popu lat ion of males and seemed
l ike ly to revolt, they deported most of the strongest
men of m i l itary age

,
l eav i ng beh ind only enough to

g ive th e country a popu lat ion, b u t too few to b egin
a revolut ion .

Th is same year Ved iu s Pol l io d ied , a man who i n
general had done noth ing deserv ing of remem
brance

,
as he was sprung from freedmen

,
belonged to

th e knights
,
and had performed no br i l l iant deeds but

he had become v ery famous for h is wealth and for h i s
cru elty, so that he has even ga i ned a place i n h is tory .

Most of the th ings he d id it wou ld b e wear isome to
relate, b u t I may ment ion that he kept i n reservo irs

1 The Laons Vene tu s (Lago d i Garda).
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BOOK LIV

and he bu i lt a colonnade, insc ribing on it th e name, B .C. 15

not of Pol l io , b u t of Livia.

H owe ver, he d id th is later . At the t ime we are

cons ide ring he coloni z ed numerou s c ities in G au l and
in Spain

,
restored to th e peop le of Cy z icu s the i r

freedom, and gave money to the Paph ians, who
had suffered from an earthq uake , bes ides al low ing
them,

b y a decree , to cal l the i r c ity Augusta. I re
cord th is

,
not that Augu stu s and the senators

,
too

,

d id not aid many other c ities also both before and

after th is occas ion , i n case of s im ilar m isfortunes,
i ndeed

,
if one shou ld ment ion them all

, th e work in
volved in making the record wou ld be end less, — b ut

my pu rpose is to show that th e senate even assigned
names to c ities as a mark of honou r and that the
i nhab itants d id not

,
as is u sual ly done now, make

o u t for themse lves in each instance l ists of names
accord ing to the ir own pleasu re .

The next y ear Marcu s Crassu s and G naeu s Corne B e 14

l iu s were consu l s ; and t he cu ru le aed i les, after
resigning the i r offi ce becau se they had been e lected
under u nfavou rable au sp ices, rece ived it again, con
t rary to prec edent, at another meeting of the as

semb ly . The Basi l ica of Pau lu s was bu rned and the
flames spread from it to the templ e of Vesta

,
so

that the sacred obj ects there were carrie d up to the
Palatine b y the Vestal V irg ins ,1— except the e ldest

,

who had become bl ind
,

— and were placed in the

hou se of the priest of J up iter. The bas il ica was
afterwards rebu i lt, nominal ly b y Aemilius , who was

1 Cf. xlii. 31, 3.
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BOOK L I V

as notify the senate of what had been accompl ished
,

B . C . 11

and in consequence subsequent conquerors
,
treating

h is course as a precedent
,
also gave up the prac t ice

of sending reports to the publ ic ; and he would
not accept th e cel ebration of the tri umph . For th is
reason

,
— at l east, such i s my opin ion , — no one el se

of h is peers was perm i tted to do so any longer
,

either
,
but they enj oyed merely the distinction of

tr iumphal honours .
Nowwhen Augustus had fin i sh ed all the business

wh ich occupied h im in the several prov inces of Gaul
,

of Germany and of Spain
,

l having spent l arge sum s
upon special d istricts and recei ved large sums from
others

,
having bestowed freedom and c i ti z enship

upon some and taken them away from others
,
he left

Drusus in Germany and returned to Rome h imsel f in
the consu l sh ip of T iberius and Quintiliu s Varus . B L 13

Now it chanced that the news of h is com ing reached
the city during those days when Cornel ius Balb u s
was celebrating with spectacl es th e dedication of
the theatre wh ich i s even to - day cal led by h is
name and D albus accord ingly began to put on ai rs

,

as if i t were he h imsel f that was going to bring
Augustus back

,
— although he was unabl e even to

enter h is theatre
,
except by boat

,
on account of

the flood of water caused by the T iber
,
which

had o ve rflowed i ts banks
,

— and T iberiu s put the
vote to h im fi rst

,
in honour of h is bu i ld ing the

theatre . For th e senate convened
,
and among i ts

oth er decrees voted to place an altar in the senate
chamber itsel f

,
to commemorate the return of Augus

Li te ral ly
,

“ in the G auls , in the G e rman ies , and the

Spains .

” “ G e rmany ” he re and j us t be low re fe rs to the

p
rovinces ofUppe r and Lowe r G e rmany , wes t ofthe Rh ine .

ee note on l iii . 12 , 6.
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BOOK L IV

pu rpose th e patrician boys, i ncluding his grandson
Gaius

,
performed the equestrian exercise cal l ed

“ Troy
,

” 1 and si x hundred wild beasts from Afri ca
were slain . And to cel ebrate the birthday of
Augustus

,
I ullu s

,
the son of Antony

,
who was

p raetor, gave games i n the Circus and a slaughter
of wil d beasts

,
and entertained both the emperor

and the senate
,
i n p ursuance of a decree of that

body, up on the Cap itol .
After this there was another purging of the l i sts

of th e senate . At fi rst
,
as we have seen

,
th e rating

of senators had been fixed at fou r hundred thousand
sesterces

,
because many of them had been stripped of

their ancestral estates by the wars, and then , as time
went on and men acqu ired weal th , i t had been raised
to one mil l ion sesterces . Consequently no one was
any longer found who would of h is own choice be
come a senator on the contrary

,
sons and grandsons

of senators
,
some of them real ly poor and others re

d uc ed to humble station by the misfortunes of thei r
ancestors

,
not only would not lay claim to the

senatorial dignity, but al so, when already entered on
the l ists

,
swore that they were inel igibl e . Therefore,

previous to th is time ,whil e Augustus was stil l absent
from the city

,
a decree had been passed that th e

Vigintiviri, as th ey were cal l ed , shou ld be appointed
from the knights ; and thus none of these men
el igibl e to be senators was any longer enrol l ed in
the senate without hav i ng al so held one of the other
offi ces that l ed to it. These Vigintiviri are what is
left of the Vigintisexviri, of whom three 2 are in
charge of criminal trial s

,
another three 3 attend to

1 See x li i i . 2 3, 6, and no te .

2 Tr esvir i 1071110168 .

3 Tr es vzr z 111011610 163 .
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BOOK L IV

Lepidus he was appointed high priest and the senate
accordingly wished to vote him [other honours
but he declared that he would not accep t any of
them

,
and when the senators u rged him , he rose and

l eft the meeting. That measure
,
therefore, now

fail ed of passage
,
and he al so recei ved no offi cial

residence ; but, inasmuch as it was absol utely ne c e s
sary that the high priest shoul d l i ve i n a publ ic
residence

,
he made a part of h is own house publ ic

property . The house of th e samfifi cu lu s , how
ever

,
he gave to the Vestal V i rgins

,
because i t was

separated merely by a wal l from their apartments .
When Cornel i us Sisenna was censu red for th e

conduct of h is wife
,
and stated in the senate that

he had married her with the knowledge and on
the advice of the emperor

,
Augustu s became

exceedingly angry . He did not
,
to be sure

,
say or

do anything v iol ent
,
but rushed out of the senate

house
,
and then retu rned a l ittl e later

,
choosing to

take this cou rse, though it was not the correct th ing
to do

,
as he said to hi s friends afterward

,
rathe r

than to remain where he was and be compel led to
do something harsh .

Meanwhil e he increased th e power of Agrippa,
who had retu rned from Syria

,
by giving h im the

tribunician power again fo r another five years
,
and

he sent h im out to Pannonia
,
which was eager for

war, entrusting him with greater authority than
the official s outside I taly ordinarily possessed . And

Agrippa set out on the campaign in spite of the fact
that the winter had al ready begun (th is was th e
year in wh ich Marcus Valerius and Publ iu s Sulpici us B . C . 12

were the consul s); but when the Pannonians he
c ame te rrified at h is approach and gave up thei r
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honour and influence he received from him upon
benefactions to others . I t was becau se of this in
part i cu lar that h e never became obnoxious to
Augustus himself nor invidiou s to his fel l ow - citiz ens ;
on the contrary

,
he helped Augustu s to establish th e

monarchy
,
as ifhe were real ly a devoted adherent of

th e p rinc ip le of autocratic ru le
,
and he won over th e

peopl e by his benefactions
,
as if he were i n the

h ighest degree a friend of popular government . At
any rat e , even at his death he l eft them gardens and
the baths named after him

,
so that they might bathe

free of cost
,
and for th is purpose gave August us

certain estates . 1 And the emperor no t only turned
these over to the state

,
but al so dist ributed to the

peopl e fou r hundred sesterces apiece
,
giving it to be

understood that Agrippa had so ordered . And
,
in

deed
,
he had i nherited most of Agrippa’s property

,

incl uding the Chersonese on the H el l espont
,
which

had come in some way or other in to Agrippa
’s hands .

Augustus fel t his l oss for a l ong t ime and hence
caused h im t o be honoured in the eyes of the
peopl e ; and he named the posthumous son born to
him Agrippa. Neverth el ess

,
he did not al l ow th e

cit iz ens at large, al though none of the prominent
men wish ed t o att end the festival s

,
to omit any of

the time - honoured Observances
,
and he i n person

superint ended the gladiatorial combats
,
though they

were often held without h is presence . The death of
Agrippa

,
far from being merely a private l oss to h is

own household , was at any rate such a public loss
to all th e Romans that portent s occu rred on this
occasion in such numbers as are wont t o happen

1 Fo r the baths , se e liii. 2 7, l . The e s tate s he re mentioned

we re to p ro v id e an income fo r the maint enance ofthe bath s .
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BOOK L IV

the public treasu ry from his privat e funds the
amount of its annual tribut e and assigned to it for
two years a governor chosen by lo t and no t

appointed .

On one occasion
,
when Apul eius and Maec enas

were subj ect ed to abuse i n court when a case of
adultery was being tried , no t because they had

behaved wantonly themsel ves
,
but because th ey

were actively aiding the man on trial
,
Augustu s

ent ered the court - room and sat in the praetor’ s
chair ; he took no harsh measures, but simply forbade
the accuser t o i nsult e ith er his relat ives or h i s friends

,

and th en rose and l eft th e room . For this act ion
and others th e senat ors honoured him with statu es

,

paid for by privat e subscription , and al so by giving
bachel ors and spinst ers the right t o behold spectacl es
and to att end banquets al ong with other peopl e on
his birthday ; for neither of these things had been
permitted previously .

When now Agrippa
,
whom he loved because of his

excel l ence and not becau se of any kinsh ip , was
dead

,
Augustus fel t th e need of an assistant in th e

publ ic business
,
one who would far su rpass all the

others in both rank and i nfluence
,
so that h e might

t ransact all business promptl y and withou t being
the obj ect of envy and i ntrigue . Therefore he
relu ctan t ly chose Tiberiu s ; for his own grandsons
were st i l l boy s at this time . He fi rst made him

,
as

he had made Agrippa, divorce his wife , though sh e
was th e daugh t er ofAgrippa by a former marriage
and was bringing up one chi ld and was about t o
give bi rth to another and having betrothed J ulia to
him

,
he sent h im out against the Pannonians . This

peopl e had for a time been quiet through fear of
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BOOK L IV

left h igh and dry by the ebb of the oce an . He was
saved on th i s occasion by the Frisians

,
who had

j oined h is e xpedi t ion with thei r i nfantry, and with
drew

,
since it was now winter. Upon arri ving in B . C . l l

Rome he was appointed praetor u rbanus
,
i n the

consul sh ip of Quintius Ae liu s and Paul u s Fabius,
al though he al ready had the rank of prae tor . A t
the beginning of spring h e set out again for the war,
crossed the Rhine

,
and subj ugated the Usipetes .

He bridged the Lupia
,

1 i nvaded th e country of th e
Sugamb ri, and advanced through it i nto the country
of the Cherusci

,
as far as the V isu rgis .

2 He was
able to do th is because the Sugamb ri, i n anger at
the Chatti

,
the on ly tri be among thei r n e ighbou rs

that had refused t o j oin thei r al l iance
,
had made a

campaign against them with all thei r population ;
and seizing th is opportun ity

,
he traversed thei r

country unnoticed . He would have crossed the
Visu rgis al so, had he not run short of provision s,
and had not the winter s e t i n and

,
besides

,
a swarm

of bees been seen in hi s camp . Consequ ently he
proceeded no farther

,
but retired to friendly terri

tory
,
encountering great dangers on th e way . For

the enemy harassed him everywhere by ambuscades
,

and once they shut him up i n a narrow pass and all

but destroyed h is army ; i ndeed, they would have
annih ilated them

,
had they no t conce ived a con

tempt for them
,
as i f th ey were al ready captured

and ne eded only th e finish ing stroke
,
and so come

1 The Lippe .

2 The We se r.
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BOOK L IV

upon both ofthem at o nce
,
shift ing now to one

front and now to the other. As a re su l t of his
success h e gained the same prizes as ‘ Drusus . After
this Dalmatia was given over into the keeping of
Augustus

,
because of the feel ing that it would always

requ ire armed forces both on its own account and
because of the neighbouring Pannonians .

These men
,
then , were thu s engaged . At th is

same period Vo logae su s , a Be s sian from Thrace and
a priest of the D ionysus worsh ipped by that peopl e ,
gained a fol l owing by practising many divinations

,

and with these adherents revolted . H e c onquered
and ki l l ed Rhas c ypo ris , the son of Cotys , and after
wards

,
thanks to h is reputation for supernatural

power, he stripped Rlio eme talc e s
,
th e v ictim ’s uncl e

,

of h is forces without a battl e and compel l ed him to
take fl ight . In pu rsu it of h im h e i nvaded the Cher
sone se

,
where he wrought great havoc . Because of

these deeds of h is and because of the inj u ri es the
Siale tae were causing to Macedonia

,
Luciu s Piso was

ordered to proceed against them from Pamphyl ia
,

where he was governor . The Bessi
,
now

,
when they

heard that h e was drawing near
,
reti red homeward

ahead of him . So he came into th ei r country
,
and

though defe ated at fi rst
,
vanqu ished them in tu rn

and ravaged both thei r land and that of the n e igh
b ou ring tribes which had taken part in th e upri s ing .

At th is time h e reduced all of them to submission
,

winning over some with thei r consent
,
terrifying

others into reluctant surrender
,
and coming to te rms

with others as th e resu l t of battl es and later
,
when

some of them rebel led
,
he again enslaved them .

Fo r these successes thanksgivings and triumphal
honours were granted him .

8 3 2
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BOOK L I V

the procession by her sons - in - law ; b u t not al l t he
honours voted for her were accepted by Augustus .
A t th is same period the p r i est of J upiter was

appointed for th e fi rst time since Me r u la,
l and the

quaestors were ordered to preserve the decrees
pas sed at various times

,
inasmuch as the tribunes

and aed i l es
,
who had previously been e ntrusted with

th i s duty
,
were perform ing i t through their ass istants ,

and in consequence some m istakes and confusion
occurred .

I t was voted that the temple of J anus Greminu s ,
which had bee n opened

,
shoul d be closed

,
on the

ground that the wars had ceased . I t was not closed
,

however
,
for the Dacian s

,
cross ing th e I ster on the

i ce
,
carried offbooty from Pan non ia

,
and the Dal

matians rebel l ed aga inst th e exactions of tribute .

Against these people T iberiu s was sent from Gaul ,
wh ither h e had gone in company with Augustus ;
and he reduced them again to subm i ss ion . The
Germans

,
particu larly the Chatti

,
were either

harassed or subj ugated by D ru sus . The Chatti
,
i t

seems, had gone to j oin the Sugamb ri, having
abandoned their own country

,
wh ich the Romans

had g i ven them to dwel l in . A fterwards T iberius
and D rusus returned to Rome with Augustus

,
who

had been tarrying in Lugd unensis much of th e time ,
keeping watch on th e German s from near at hand ;
and they carried out whatever decrees had been
passed in honour of thei r v ictori es or did whatever
el se devol ved upon them

1 Se e vo l . 11. 477, and no te .

5
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BOOK LV

Augus tus (XI I ), L . Co rne l ius P . F . Sulla .

C . Calvisiu s C . F. Sab inu s ( I I), L . Pas sienu s F . Ru fus .

L . Co rne l ius L . F. Lentu lu s , M . Vale r iu s M . F . Me ssalla

Me ssallinu s .

Augus tu s (X I I I), M . Plaut iu s M . F. S i lvanu s .

l Co s sus Co rne l ius Cn. F . Lentulus , L . Calpu rniu s Cu . F .

Piso .

C. Caesar Augus ti F .
, L . Aemiliu s L . F . Paulu s .

P . V in ic ius M . F . ,
P . Alfenu s P . F . Var us .

L . Ae liu s L . F . Lam ia , M . Se rv iliu s M . F .

Se x tus Ae liu s Q. F . Catu s
,
C . Sentias C . F . Satu rninu s .

L . Vale rius P o titi F . Me ssalla Vo le s u s , Cn. Co rne l ius L .

F . C inna Magnu s .

M . Aemiliu s L . F . Lep idus , L . Arr untiu s L. F .

A . Licin iu s A. F . Ne rva Silianu s , Q. Cae ci l ias Q. F .

Me te l lus Cre ticus .

8 M . Fu riu s M .

1 F . Cami l lu s
, Se x . Noniu s C . F . Qu in

t ilianu s .

TH E events related happened in the consul sh ip of
I u llu s Anton iu s and Fabius Maximu s . I n the fol low
ing year Drusu s becam e consu l with T itus Crispinu s ,

1 Or P . , ifwe fo l low the fo rm g iven in the FastiCap itolin-i.
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BOOK LV

Augustus
,
upon l earning of Drusu s

’

i l lness before
it was far advanced (for he was not far off), had sent
Tiberius to h im in haste . Tiberius found h im sti l l
breathing

,
and on hi s death carri ed the body to

Rome
,
causing the centurions and mil i tary tribune s

to carry it over the fi rst s tage v ofth e j ourney, — as
far as the winte r quarters of the army, — and after
that th e foremost men of each city . When the body
had been laid i n state in the Forum

,
two funeral ora

tions were del ivered Tiberiu s pronounced a eu logy
there in the Forum

,
and Augustus pronou nced one

in th e Ci rcus Flamini us . The emperor
,
of cou rse

,

had been away on a campaign
,
and i t was not l aw

ful for h im to omit the customary r ites in honour
of h is exploits at the time of h is entrance ins ide
the pomerium .

1 The body was borne to the Campus
Mart iu s by the knights, both those who belonged
strictly to the e qu e strian order and those who were
of senatorial family 2 then it was gi ven to the flame s
and the ashes were deposited in the sepul chre o i

Augustus . Drusus
,
together with h is sons

,
received

the titl e of Germanicus
,
and he was given the fu rther

honours of statues
,
an arch

,
and a cenotaph on the

bank of the Rhine itself.
Tiberius, whil e Drusus was yet al ive , had over

come the Dalmatians and Pannonians
,
who had once

more begun a rebel l ion
,
and he had cel eb rate d the

equestrian triumph
,

3 and had feasted the peopl e
,

some on the Capitol and the rest i n many other
places . At th e same time Livia

,
al so

,
with Jul ia

,

had given a dinner to the women . And the same
1 H e c o u ld no t re tu rn the c u sto m ary thanks t o the gods

at th is t i m e bec au se he was in m o u rning ; henc e he re m ained
o u tside the po m e riu m unti l h is pe riod ofm o u rning sho u ld b e
at an end .

2 Cf . l iv . 2 , 5 .

3 The 0111110 .
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BOOK LV

passing decrees
,
according to the several kinds of 11 1 9

decrees
,

- to state only the chief points of the
matter ; and he increased the fines of those who
without good excuse stayed away from the sess ions .
And since many such offences had regularly gone u n

punished owing t o the large numbe r of those who
were l iabl e to punishment

,
he commanded that if

many were gu ilty
,
they should draw lots and one

out of every fi ve
,
according as th e lot should fal l ,

should incur the fine . He had th e names of all the
senators entered on a tabl et and posted ; and th is
practice

,
originating with him

,
i s sti l l observed each

year. Such were the measures h e took to compel
the attendance of the senators ; but if on any
occasion

,
as the resu lt of some accident

,
fewer as

sembl ed than the occasion demanded
,

— and i t shou ld
be explained that at every session

,
except when the

emperor h imsel f was present
,
th e number of those

in attendance was accu rately counted , both at that
time and later

,
for p racti c al ly every matter of

business
,

— the senators would proceed with thei r
del iberation s and thei r decis ion would be recorded

,

though it wou ld not go into effect as i f regularly

passed , but ins tead, thei r action was what was
termed (1711101111119

,
the purpose of wh ich was to make

known thei r wi l l . For such i s the general force of
th i s word to translate i t into Greek by a term that
wi l l always be appl icabl e i s impossibl e . This same
custom prevai l ed in case th ey ever assembl ed i n
haste at any but the usual place

,
or on any but th e

appointed day
,
or w itho ut a l egal summons

,
or i f by

reason of th e opposition of some of the tribunes a
decree could no t be passed and yet they were nu

wil l ing that th ei r Opin ion should remain unknown ;

[
0

C C
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BOOK LV

c u se r , though th i s man had indulged in th e utmost B C 9

frankness in h is speech
,
that l ater on, when the same

man appeared before h im ,
as censor

,
for a scrutiny

ofh is moral s, the emperor acqu itted h im,
saying

openly that the other ’s frankness was necessary
for th e Roman s on ac count of the baseness ofth e
majority of them . However

,
he punished others

who were reported to be conspi ring against h im .

He al so caused quaestors to se rve along the coast
near th e city and in certain other parts of I taly ;
and th is practice was foll owed for many years .

A t th e time in question h e was unwil l ing
,
as I

have stated
,

1 to enter the city because of Drusus ’

death ; but the next year, when Asiniu s Gal lu s and B e 8

Gaius Marci us were consul s
,
he made h is formal

retu rn and carried the lau rel
,
contrary to custom

,

into the temple of Jupiter Fe r e t riu s . H e h imsel f
did not cel ebrate any fe s ti val i n honour of the
ach ievements mentioned

,
feel ing that h e had lost

far more in th e death of Dru sus than he had gained
i n h is victori es but the consul s performed the cere
monies usu al on such occasions

,
among other th ings

exhibiting combats between some of the capti ves .
And later, when both they and the rest ofth e
offi cial s were accused of having secu red thei r el ection
by bribery

,
Augustus fail ed to in v estigate the matter

,

and furthermore pretended not even to know of i t
at al l for h e was unwi l l ing e ither to pun ish any of
them or yet to pardon them ifthey were conv i cted .

I n th e case of candidates for offi ce
,
however

,
he

demanded ofth em in advance of the el ections a
deposit of money on the understanding that they
shou ld forfei t th is monev i n case th ey resorted to

1 I n c hap .
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BOOK LV

Besides doing th is
,
Augustus granted money to

the soldiers
,
not as to v ictors, though he h imsel f

had taken the titl e of imp erator and had al so con
ferred i t upon Tiberi us

,
but because then for th e

fi rst time they had Gaiu s taking part with them in
thei r exerci ses . So he advanced Tiberiu s to the
position of commander in p lace of Drusus, and
besides distingu ish ing h im with the titl e of imper
ator , appointed him consu l once more

,
and in

accordance with the ancient p ractice caused him

to post up a proclamation before entering upon the
offi ce . He also accorded h im th e distinction of a
triumph for h e did not wish to cel ebrate one him
sel f

,
though he accepted the pri vi l ege of having h is

bi rthday permanently commemorated by Circen sian
games . He enlarged the pomerium and changed the
name of th e month cal l ed Sextil is to August . The
peopl e general ly wanted September to be so named

,

because he had been bo rn i n that month ; but he
preferred the other month in

' which he had fi rst
been el ected consu l and had won many great
battl es . l

All these th ings fi l l ed h im with pride ; but he was
grieved at the death of Maecenas . He had received
many benefits at h is hands

,
for which reason he had

entrusted him
,
though but a knight

,
with the over

sight oft he city for a long period ; but h e had found
him of especial service on occasions when his own
temper was more or l ess uncontrol labl e . For
Maecenas would always banish h is anger and bring
him to a gentl er frame of mind . H ere i s an in

stance. Maecenas once came upon h im as he was
holding cou rt

,
and seeing that he was on th e point

1 Cf. Sue t . , Aug . 31.
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BOOK LV

he used Aqu ila
,
a freedman

,
to train a cons iderabl e B . C. 8

number i n th e system.

Tiberi us on the fi rst day of the year i n which he was 8 7

consul with Gnaeus Piso convened the senate in th e
Curia Oc taviae , because it was outside the pomeri um .

After assigning to himsel f the duty ofrepai ring the
temp l e of Concord , i n order that he might inscribe
upon it h is own name and that of Drusus , he cel e
b rated h is tri umph , and in company with h is mothe r
ded icated the precinct cal l ed the precinct of Livia .

He gave a banquet to the senate on the Capitol
,
and

she gave one on her own account to th e women
somewhere or other. A l ittl e later

,
when there was

some distu rbance in - th e province of Germany
,
he

took the field . The festi val held in honour of the
return of Augustus was directed by Gaius

,
i n place

of Tiberi us
,
with the assistance of Piso. The Cam

pus Agrippae and the D irib it o r ium were made publ i c
property by Augustus h imself. The D irib it o rium
was the largest build ing under a singl e roof ever
constructed ; l i nd e ed, now that th e whol e covering
has been destroyed, th e edifice is w ide open to
the sky

,
s ince i t could no t be put together again .

Agrippa had left it sti l l i n process of construction
,

and it was completed at this time . The port i co in
the Campus

,
however

,
wh ich was

°

b e ing bui lt by
Pol la, Agrippa

'

s si ster
,
who also adorned the race

cou rses
,
was no t yet fin ished . Meanwhil e th e

funeral combats in honour of Agrippa were gi ven
,
al l

except Augustus putting on black clo th ing and e ven
Agrippa 's sons doing the same . There were not

1 The D irib ito rium was u sed fo r the so rt ing (d iribc r e)of
the bal lo ts u sed in vo t ing . P liny (Nat . H ist . xv i . 2 01 and
x x xv i . 102 ) speak s ofi ts remarkable roof th i swas destroyed
by fire in 80 A. D . (cf. D io , lxvi .
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BOOK LV

were being flattered by everybody in the city
,
some

times sincerely and sometimes to cu rry favou r
,
and

consequently were being spoil ed more and more .

Among other th ings ofth is sort
,
the peopl e had

el ected Gaius consu l before h e was as yet of mil itary
age . All th is

,
as I have said

,
vexed Augustus

,
and

he even prayed that no compel l ing circumstances
might ari se

,
as had once occu rred in h is own case

,

such as to requ i re that a man l ess than twenty
years old should become consu l . When even so th e
peopl e i nsisted , he then said that one ought not to
rece ive th e office unti l one was abl e no t on ly to
avoid error onesel f bu t also to res ist the ardent im

pul ses ofthe populace . After that he gave Gaiu s a
priesthood and al so the right to attend the meetings
of the senate and to behol d spectacl es and be
present at banquets with that body . And wish ing
in some way to bring Gai us and Lucius to thei r senses
stil l more sharply

,
he bestowed upon Tiberiu s the

tribunician power fo r fi ve years
,
and assigned to h im

A rmen ia
,
which was becoming estranged since the

death of Tigranes . The resu l t was tha t he need
l essly offended not only h is grandsons but Tiberi us as
wel l for the former felt th ey had been sl ighted

,
and

Tiberi us feared thei r anger. At any rate h e was
sent to Rhodes on the pretext that he needed in
c id entally a bit of in struction ; and he d id not even
take h is entire retinue , to say nothing of fri ends,
the obj ect being that Gaius and Luci us shou ld be
rel i eved both ofthe sight of h im and of h is doings .
H e made the journey as a private citizen

,
though he

supplied by sc ribe ofL ’

.

51161716 Xiph . , Liner/6 175. 6 Z on.

177100 67 0156 RIL ,
r poafife Xiph . ,

npoaexkfi pwd ev Z on.

D D
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BOOK LV

Augustus l imited the number ofpeopl e to be sup 2

pl ied with grain
,
a number not prev io usly fixed , to

two hundred thousand ; and , as some say , he d ist ri
buted a largess of s ixty denari i to each man.

H ow th e Forum ofAugustus was dedicated ]
How the Temple of Mars there i n was dedicate d ]

to Mars
,
and that he himsel f and hi s grand

sons should go there as often as they wished , whil e
those who were passing from th e class of boys and
were being enrol l ed among the youths of mil itary
age should invariably d o so ; that those who were
sent out to commands abroad sho uld make that thei r
starting - point ; that the senate should take its votes
there i n regard to the granting of triumphs , and that
the victors after cel ebrating them should dedicate
to th is Mars thei r sceptre and thei r crown ; that
such vi ctors and al l o thers who recei ved tri umphal
honours should have thei r statues in bron z e erected
in the Forum ; that i n case mi l itary standards c ap
t u r ed by the enemy were e ver reco ve red they should
be placed in the templ e ; that a festi val should be
cel ebra ted be side th e steps of the templ e by th e
caval ry commanders ofeach year 1 that a nai l shoul d
be drive n into i t by the censors at the close of thei r
terms 2 and that even senators shoul d have the

right of contracting to supply the horses that were
to compete i n the Ci rcensi an game s

,
and al so to take

1 The sevir i equ itum .

2 Th is c u stom is no t e lsewh e re re c o rded in the case ofthe
c enso rs . I n early t ime s a nai l was driven eac h year into the
s ide ofthe c e l la ofthe temple ofJ upi te r Cap ito linu s , fo r
the pu rpo se ofk e eping offic ial c ount ofthe years . After the
prac tic e had lapsed fo r a t ime

,
i t was again rev i ved on the

o c cas ion ofgreat d isaste rs o r dangers , as a propi tiatory rite ,
and a d ic tato r was some time s c ho sen for th i s so le pu rpo se in
the absenc e ofbot h c onsu ls .
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BOOK LV

merely been addressed by that titl e without th e B C

formal ity of a decree . Moreover
,
he now for th e

fi rst time appointed two prefects over th e Praetorians
,

1

Quintus Ost o riu s Scapu la and Publ i us Salviu s Aper,
— for I , too, apply this name “ prefect ” sol ely to
them

,
of all who e x ercise a similar office

,
inasmu ch as

it has won its way into general u s e . Pylades
,
th e

dancer
,
gave a festi val , though he did not perform

any of the work himself, since h e was very old , but
merely wore the insignia of offi ce and prov ided the
cost of the entertainmen t ; and the praetor Quintus
Crispinu s also gave one . I mention th is only because
i t was on this occasion that knights and women of
disti nction were brought upon the stage . Of th is

,

however, Augustu s took no account ; but when he
at l ength discovered that his daughter J u l ia was so
dissol ute in her conduct as actual ly to take part i n
revel s and drinking bouts at night in the Forum and
on the very rostra

,
he became exceedingly angry .

He had su rmised even before thi s t ime that sh e was
no t l eading a straight l ife

,
but refused to bel ieve it .

F0 1 those who hold positions of command
,
i t appears

,

are acquainted with e ve 1y th1ng else better than with
thei r own'

affairs ; and although thei r own deeds do
not escape the knowledge oftheir associates

,
th ey

have no precise i nformation regarding what thei r as
sociates do . I n the present instance

,
when Augustus

l earned what was going on
,
he gave way to a rage so

viol ent that he cou ld not keep the matter to h imself
,

but went so far as to communicate it to the senate .

A s a resul t J ul ia was banished to the island of Pan
dateria, 2 lying offCampania, and her mother Sc rib onia

1 P raefec ti p raetor z
’

o .

2 The modern V ento tene , be twe en the P onz a islands and
Isc h ia.
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BOOK LV

dare send any o ther influential man ; as for Gaiu s B .C . l

and Luciu s
,
they were young and inexperienced in

affai rs . Neve rthel ess, under the stress of necessity,
h e chose Gaius

,
gave him the proconsular authori ty

and a wife
,

— in o rde r that h e might al so have the

increased d ignity that attached to a married man)
and appointed advisers to him . Gaius accordingly
set ou t and was everywhere rece ived with marks of
di stinction

,
as b e fi t t e d one who was th e emperor

’

s
grandson and was even looked upon as h is son .

Even Tiberiu s went to Chios and paid court to h im
,

thus endeavouring to cl ear h imsel f of su spicion ;
i nde ed , he humi l iated himsel f and grovell ed at th e
feet

,
not only of Gaiu s

,
but also of all the associates

of Gaius . And Gaius
,
after going t o Syria and

meeting with no great success
,
was wounded .

When the barbarians heard of Gaius
’

expedition ,
Phratac e s sent men to Augustus to expl ain what had
occurred and to demand the retu rn of his brothers
on condition of h is accepting peace . The emperor
sent h im a l e tter in reply, addressed simply to
“ Phratac e s

,

” without th e appel lation of “ king
,

i n which he directed h im to lay aside th e royal
name and to withdraw from Armenia . Thereupon
the Parth ian

,
so far from being cowed

,
w rote back

in a general ly haughty tone
,
styl ing h imsel f “ King

of Kings and addre ssing Augustus simply as
Caesar . Tigranes did not at once send any en

voy s , but wh e n Ar tab az u s somewha t later fel l i l l
and died , he sent gifts to Augustus, i n v iew ofthe

1 Se e no te on l i ii . 13, 2 .

5 6112x121; Xiph . , om . Exc . U r s .

bwep¢pduws Exc . Urs .
, 1

'

71rep171po
f
vws Xiph .

AQ D . 1
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BOOK LV

Neverthel ess
,
war d id not break ou t w ith the

Parth ian s
,
e ither . Fo r Phratac e s, hear i ng that

Ga ius was i n Syr ia
,
act ing as consu l

,
and

,
fu rther

more
,
hav ing su Sp ic ions regard ing h is own people,

who had even before th is been inc l ined to be d is loyal
to h im

,
forestal led action on th e ir par t by com i ng to

terms w ith the Romans
,
on cond it ion that h e h im

sel f shou ld renounce A rmenia and that h is brothers
shou ld rema i n beyond the sea . The A rmenians ,
however

,
i n spite of the fact that T igranes had

per ished in a war with barbarian s and Erato had
res igned her sovere ignty

,
neverth el e ss went to war

w ith the Roman s becau se they were be ing handed
over to a Mede

,
Ario b arz ane s

,
who had once come to

th e Roman s a long w ith Tiridat e s . Th is was i n th e
fol low ing year

,
when Pub l ius V i n ic ius and Publ ius

Varu s were con su l s . And though th ey accompl ished
noth ing worthy of note

,
a certa i n Addon

,
who was

hold ing Ar tagira, induced Ga ius to come up close to
the wal l

,
pretend ing that he wou ld revea l to h im

some of the Parth ian k ing ’s secrets
,
and then

wounded h im ,
whereupon he was bes ieged . H e he ld

out for a long t ime ; bu t when he was at last captu red ,
not on ly Augustu s bu t Ga ius al so assumed the t itle
of imp erator , and Armen ia was g iven by Augu stu s
and the senate fi rst to Ario b arz ane s and then upon
h is death a l ittl e later to h i s son Ar tab az u s . Ga ius
became il l from h i s wound

,
and s i nce he was not

robu st to begi n w ith and the cond it ion of h is health
had impa ired h is m i nd

,
th is i l lness b lunted h is fac u l

t ies st i l l more . A t last he begged leave to ret ire to
pr ivate l ife , and it was h is des ire to rema in some
where i n Syria . Augustus

,
accord ingly

,
gr ieved at

heart, communicated h i s w ish to th e senate , and

1
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BOOK LV

mother and Augustus to re tu rn to Rome , he told
h im i n advance what news i t would bri ng.

The bod ies ofLucius and Gaiu s were brought to 4)

Rome by the m i l itary tribunes and by the ch ief men
of each c ity . And the golden targes and spears
wh ich th ey had recei ved from the knights on entering
the class of youths of mil i tary age were set up in
the senate - house .

When Augustu s was once cal l ed master by the
people

,
he not only forbade that any one should u se

th i s form of address to h im
,
but al so took very good

care t o e nforce h is command . And now that h is
th i rd ten - year period was completed , he accepted
the l eadership for the fou rth time

,
though ostensibly 3

under compul sion . H e had become milder through
age and more rel uctant to incu r the hatred of any of
the senators

,
and hence now wish ed to offend none

ofthem .

For l ending sixty mill ion ses terces for three years
without inte rest to s uch as needed it h e was praised
and magnified by al l .
Once

,
when a fire destroyed the palace and many

persons offered h im large sums of money
,
he accepted

nothing but an aureus from entire communities and
a denariu s from singl e indiv idual s . I here use th e
name aureu s

,
according to the Roman practice

,
for

the coin worth one hundred sesterces . Some ofthe
Greeks

,
al so

,
whose books we read with the obj ect

ofacqu i ring a pure Attic styl e
,
have give n i t th is

name .
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BOOK LV

honou red and appointed three of them ,
sel ected by

lot
,
to examine the qual ifications of senators . There

were not many, howe ver, who were affected , e ither
by declaring themsel ves disqual ified when permission
was given them to do so, as had been done on th e
previous occasion

,

1 or by havi ng thei r names erased
against thei r wil l .
Now Augustus caused others to carry through th is

business for h im ; but he h imsel f took a census, but
only of the inhabitants of I taly who possessed
property worth at l east two hundred thousand ses
terces

,
for h e did not compel the poorer citizens or

those l i ving outside of I taly to be l isted
,
fearing l est

,

i f th ey were disturbed
,
they would become rebell ious .

And in order that he m ight not appear to be acting
herein in the capacity of censor , for th e reason I
mentioned before

,

2 he assumed the procon su lar
power for th e purpose ofcompleting the census and
performing the purification . Inasmuch

,
moreover

,

as many of the young men of the senatorial clas s
and ofth e knights as wel l were poor through no
fault of thei r own

,
he made up to most of them the

requi red amount
,
and in th e case of some eighty

increased it to one mil l i on two hundred thou sand
sesterces . Since also many were freeing thei r slaves
indiscriminately

,
he fixed the age which the manu

mitte r and also the sl ave t o b e freed by him must
have reached and l ikewise the l egal principl es which
should govern the relations of both citizen s in
gene ral and the former masters toward slaves who
were set free .

Whil e he was thus occ upied
,
various men formed

plots against h im
,
notably Gnaeus Cornel i us

,
a son

1 Cf. I ii. 49 , 3 , and l iv . 2 6, 4 . or. l iv . 1, 5
- 2

,
1.
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can not obta in
,
and some chafe because they are l ess 4

honoured than o th ers hence both these classes find
fau l t with the ru le r . Therefore i t i s impossibl e to
avoid meeting with misch ief

,
either at the hands of

these o r
,
i n addition

,
at the hands ofthose who

attack
,
not you personal ly

,
but the monarchy . For

if you were a private citizen
,
no one would wil l ingly

have don e you any harm ,
unless he had prev iously

recei ved some inj ury but al l men covet th e offi ce of
rul er and the good th ings that office affords

,
and

those who al ready possess some power covet much
more than those who are lacking in this respect . I t
i s
,
i ndeed

,
the way of men who are wicked and have

very l ittle sense to do so ; in fact, i t i s implanted in
thei r natu re

,
j ust l ike any other instinct

,
and i t i s

impossibl e e ither by persuasion or by compul sion to
destroy such instincts i n some of t hem ; for th ere
is no law and no fear stronger than the in stincts im
planted by nature . Refl ect on th is

,
therefore

,
and

d o not b e vexed at the shortcomings of the oth er
sort of men

,
but as for you r own person and you r

sovereignty
,
keep close guard of them

,
that we may

hold the th rone securely, not by the strictness of the
punishments you infl i ct upon individual s

,
but b y the

strictness with which you guard it .

”

To th i s Augustus repl ied : “ But
,
wife

,
I
, t o o , am

aware that no high position is ever free from envy
and treachery

,
and l east of al l a monarchy . Indeed .

we shou ld be equal s ofthe gods if we had no t

troubl es and cares and fears beyond al l men in

private station . But precisely th is i s what causes my
grief

,
— that th is i s inevitably so and that no rem edy

fo r i t can be found .

“ Yet
,
said Livia

,

“ since some men are so c o n
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heart . This situation
,
then

,
and the necessity of 4

taking measures to protect ou rsel ves against th e
other group of pl otters

,
combine to make ou r position

utterly dreadful . Fo r to be always under the ne c e s

sity of taking vengeance and inflicting punishmen t s
is a source ofgreat sorrow

,
to good men at l east . ”

You ar e i ndeed right
,

answered Livia
,

“
and I

have some advice to give you
,

— that i s
,
i f you ar e

wil l ing t o receive it
,
and wil l not censure me because

I , though a woman
,
dare suggest to you something

which no one el se
,
even of you r most intimate

friends
,
would ventu re to suggest

,
— not because they

are no t aware of it , b u t because they ar e not bold
enough to speak .

“ Speak out
,
replied Augustu s

,

“ whatever it is .

I wil l tel l you
,

” said Livia, without hesitation ,
because I have an equal share in your bl essings and
you r i l l s

,
and as long as y o u are safe I al so have my

part in reigning
,
whereas ifyou come to any harm ,

(which H eaven forbid l), I shal l peri sh with you . If
it indeed be t rue that man

’s natu re persuades some
persons to err under any and al l conditions

,
and that

there is no way to cu rb man
’

s natu re when it has
once set ou t upon a cou rse of action

,
and that even

what some men look upon as good conduct (to l eave
o u t of considerat ion the vices of the many) is forth
with an incen t ive t o wrongdoing t o very many men

(fo r example, boasting ofhigh birth
,
pride of wealth

,

l oftiness of honours
,
arrogance of bravery

,
conceit of

power— all these bring many t o grief); ifit be tru e
that one c an not make ignobl e that which is nobl e

,

o r cowardly that which is brave
,
or prudent that

which is fool ish (fo r that i s impossibl e); if, on the
o ther hand

,
one o ught no t to cu rtail th e abundance
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BOOK LV

require cu res of a similar nature . Gent l e words
,
for

example, cause all one
’

s inflamed passion t o subside
,

j ust as harsh words in another case wil l stir t o wrath
even the spirit wh ich has been calmed ; and for

givene ss granted wil l melt even th e utt erly arrogan t
man

,
j ust as punishment wil l incense even him who

is utterly mild . For act s ofviol ence wil l always in
every instance

,
no matter how j ust they may b e ,

exasperate
,
whil e considerate treatment mol lifies .

Hence it i s that a man wil l more readily submit to
the most terribl e hardships— and gladly

,
too

,
— ifhe

has been persuaded , than if compul sion has been
put upon him . And so true it is that

,
in fol lowing

both t hese cou rses
,
man is subj ect to a compel ling

law of natu re
,
that even among the irrational

animals
,
which have no int el l igence

,
many of the

strongest and fiercest are tamed by pett ing and

subdued by al l u rements
,
wh il e many even of the

most cowardly and weak ar e aroused t o fury by acts
of cruel ty which excite terror in them .

“ I do not mean by this that we must spare al l

wrongdoers without dis tinct ion , but t hat we must
cut offthe headst rong man

,
the meddlesome

,
the

mal icious
,
the troubl e - maker, and the man with in

whom there is anincurabl e and persistent deprav ity ,
j ust as we treat the members of th e body that ar e

quite beyond all heal ing . I n the case ofthe rest, how
ever

,
whose errors

,
committed wilfu l ly o r otherwise

,

are due t o youth o r ignorance o r misapprehension
or some other advent itious circumstance

,
we should

in some cases merely rebuke t hem with words , in
others bring them t o thei r senses by threats, and in

st i l l o thers apply some other form of moderate treat
ment

,
j ust as in the case ofslaves

,
who commit now

A . D . 4
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this and now that ofl
'

enc e , a e g rea ter M ) . 4

penalties upon some and l esse H ence
,

so far as these political offenders ar¢ onc e rne d
,
you

may employ moderation without dager, punishing
some by banishment , oth ers by d

‘franc his em ent
,

stil l others by a pecuniary fi ne
,
an anoth er class

you may dispose of by placing somen confinemen t
in the country and others in certai n t ies .

“ Experience has shown that men re brought to
their senses even b v failing t o obi n what they
hoped for and by the object
oftheir desires . better

8 seat s
which confer no honour

,
or by be inappoi nted to

posts to which disgrace at tach es , anLalso by be ing
offended or fright ened in advance ad yet a man of

'

high birt h and spirit wou ld sooner ie than sufl
'

e r

such humiliat ion . By such means hei r plans for
vengeance woul d be made no easier, ht rather more
diffi cult , ofaccomplishment , whil e 6 on our part
shoul d be abl e to avoid any reproach 1d also t o live
in secu rity . A s th ings ar e now

, peole think that
we kil l "

i r o ugll resentment, any through
y, others throughfear of their
c t ually through jeo usy of thei r
finds it easy to e lie ve that a
so great auth md power
ilo t ting o of an un

e stati nvent the
oned

,
and stillbthe rs assert

tions come to u r ears and

any idle rumws as i f they
say , and eavw'

oppe rs ge t

then— ac tuaa? sometime s



D IO ’S ROMAN H ISTORY

A ) I I A 3 A
7 o u 9 86 0p

1
755, akh 0v 9 LLp

'

yvpLov 77LLpLL 7 0111 6xdpwvA I )I h 3 I

a v 7wv XaBOV7 LL9 , LLMt o vs 77ap av 7wz1 €K€v v

I A A
KLLBOV7 LL9 , 770Mt a [Ca t «11 611815 0

'

1161101p6117 9LLL (paaw,

3 I r I

011 510110 11 0 7 L 7 L 86L110v gwpafdv 7 Lv69 15 K LLL 770115
I f c

0 6111
,
LLéXKo va L 7t 6fyov7 a 9 , L

’

LXXL
‘

L K LLL 07 L 0 51 611
9 l I I l

6 <p961yfa7 0 7 OLO1186 7 L, 0 86 LL1L0110 1L9 60 110 77150 611 ,

L
’

L
'

Xko s‘ 6ryéka0 6v , L
’

L
'

7t7t 09 68d /Lp110 611.

I I A J
“ M vpLLL L

’

Lv 7 010v 7 07 p 07rLL 61
’

776w éxOLp L, LL
I 3 A SI )I

6L Ka t 7 LL
,
LLLLXL0

'

7 LL a7t 151915 6L15, ah )» G un 1

76 xaL

I I A
7rp0 0 15110117 LL 60

'

7w 0 157 6 7ro7t v 77pa
f
y5LoveL0 9aL 77LLpI I

67t ev96p0L9 LLvfi pw77019 0 157 6 (70 0 8LLLfyfye
'

Mt60' 0a L.

I A I I
Xa90v7 a r

yLLp 7 LL 7 OLLLv 7 LL 0 158611 L
’

Lv LL

LL110 110' 96117 LL 86 wap o
‘
g
’

é veLe 1caL L
’

L
'

fcom a .

L 3 I

2 0
'

77 6p 151110
'

7 LL Xp 15 600
11 09 7 6 fcaL LL

'

pxov7 L 7 v v

A
f
yovv 61C 7 0 v7 0 v , 7 0 159 ,

LLev

I I

Lp L7 0v 9 7 0 119 86 1LLLL 60'

1L6 1110p155161155 7 LVL 11a7 a

I I I

y ucc a
-

a 8L/LLLLr 7 15pL0v , LL8L
'

1Lw9 Livr okh va fi aL WOXXOL1
I 1 1

110/ “favo u r 0 157 6 f
yLLp 7 LL9 ,

LLap 7 vpLa9 0 157 6 7 LL9
a A

a o
'

LLvo v 9 L
’

L
'

Mt o 7 L 7 11111 7 0 10v 7wv 059 K CLL
A

LL7t156
’69 011 1LLL7 av 7w11 77p00 L6117 LLL. 7 LL117 LL L

yLLp
c

0 157 10 9 , 6L xaL 8L1L0L110 9 60'

7w LL LL157 0111, LLMt 677L

7rLLz17 10 11 r
ye 109

2
6L776LV 7 0111 0 1

5

7 10 6’LL111L7 0 115L61110 11A A I I

9p v7t 6L7 LLL. K LLL 86L 0) A z
’

flyov 0 7 6 , ,
LL011011

3 h 3 A I
5L158611 LL8L116L11 , LLM

‘
LLL

,
LL1586 80x 6111 . L8Lw7 55 51611 f

yapA h I I

Lip/LeL ,
LL158611 7r7t 155L5Le7wL11 , L

’

LpXovw 86 815 77p0 0 15/1 6LI I a A I s I
4 W586 80x150 L11 7 LuLL a v7 o u hay /Ba r fl y . LLv9p Lo71

-mv
I I C I I

r

yLLp , LLMt 0 11 6’15p 11 fi ve/10116 11619 Ka t 5101110 9 av

1 woAAoi ad d e d b y co rr e c t o r in M , 0111. Xiph
2

Lb s Xiph . V ,
om . M Xiph . C .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


D IO ’S ROMAN H ISTORY

0 177 019 6 13110621} O
'

OL a 137 0 1
‘

19 (LX179 1339 770 L17
'

0 6 1a 9 , L
i

v

wa v7 axé96v o dd s Kai 81a. 77 12117 10 1) 614 01510 9 77650 179

13
'

7 L
,
1L17

'

7 6 616031) 7 Lva
,
1L1j7 6 L

’

i/v L
’

L8L/L1j1r 6L9 .

l
(I m

Beia daL «
yap 7 Lva avaf

y/Laa fi fi vai 7 L9 8151/a 7 a L,
5 11> L7t 6

'

L
'

v 86 776L0
' 915va 1 6¢6£7t 6a 7765967 aL 86 151)

6

so

I Q I C I I
av a v 7 o 9 7 6 eu 7ra937 LLa L 67 6p0v 9 GUEP

’

YGTOU/LGVOUS
‘

Q f I I
L837. 0 8 0 770 7 077170

'

a 9 p 17 8L/LaLw9 7 Lva a 7ro7tw
I A I I e

7&6vaL LLa L ¢0 ,86L7 a L 710 7 6 7 L 0
'

,
u 0L0v 77

'

d mm
A I 3 3 I

[.LLO
'

GLV 7 OV 8pa 0
'

av7 a av7 0 a va r
y/La é

’

67 a L. 7 0 86 817
n 1 a 1 a

,
11L0 6L0

'

19aL m m 7 601} L
’

LpXO/Le vwv, 77p0 9 7 19 11178
1! A al 3 I I a
aMt Lo 9 mahm9 akv aL7 67t 60 7 a 7 0v GO

'

T L. Ka t

I f A SI

c
yap xa L 0 L 7 0 L9 ,

LLGV akkoL9
A 1‘ Q A I

Livafy/La Lov 6Lva L Wax/7 a 9 7 ou9 K ai 07 100 11 118111 1)
I 3 I I I A

a
'

aVTa s 0
'

a 9 a
,
1v 60

' 9aL, Lva ,
1L177 6 xa 7 agbp0 v 7 aL

I I A > I

,
1L177 6 611 7 0 117 0 11 77K60v6/L7wV7 aL, mm 8 apXOV7 a 9

A A I A
7 0 L9 ,

a eu 7 0 Ic owov L
’

L8L/L0v0'w éwefLeva L Xpnva c ,I A A
7 0 0 9 8 L8La 7 L 6 9 a v7 0 v9 Wknp p ekew 80x0v v7 a s
I I I I
¢ 6pew

°

”177 6 y ap fca 7 a¢pov170 6w9 ,
1L177 65A A I I

6
’

77
'

L8p0/L179 d8Lx176
’
17vaL 0 ¢a 9 8vva 0' 9a L 8LLL 7 0

I 3

WoXXa 7 a 77p0 1/> v7\aaa ov7 a av 7 0 v9 6LvaL.

( I A I
Q O

'

TG é
'

f
ywv
ye 7 av 7a 7 6 L

’

uco vovaa xaL 77p0 9A 9 I I A
7 av7 a a 7ro ,87\ 67ro v 17a LLLv8v1/6v1o [ca l 77a V7 6>tws
3 A I A I I
a776L776Lv

,
1L1786va Sta c

7
'

OLOU
'

TO 7 L L
’

Lwox 7 v vvaL.

I I I I A A I
2 a 1 7 6 L

yap 7rp oa 7 aa La L 67 L 7 6 7 17 7 10 1) L
’

LpXO/LevwvI I ( I I f 3 I
17 10 7 1711191, xa t9La 7 av7 aL, 0 77109 ,

1L1786v v 7r aah ;
3 A 9No v

,
1L179 15770 7 u m akko¢ 1§7twv Bkd 777wv7 aL, o u

I ( I A I A
,
LLa ALa 0 13X 0 77109 1377

’

a 137wv 6
’

1L6v v 7 L Xv '

zrwwaL
'

1
1316111150 613 fi 0r . , 618111156 1113 M , 818111170 4 013 Liv Xiph .

444



BOOK LV

beasts
,
and th e only way you can mak e them tru ly A. D . 4

wel l d ispose d toward y o u i s by con v incing them ,

by e very means and on e ve ry occasion consistently
,

that y o u wil l wrong no one, e ither purposely or un

wittingly . A man can be compel led to fear another
,

but he ought to be persuaded to love him ; and he
i s persuaded not on ly by the good treatment he
h imself receives

,
but al so by the benefits h e s ees con

ferred on others . The man
,
however

,
who suspects

that a ce rtain person has been p u t to death unj ustly
both fears that he may some day meet a l ike fate
and i s compe l l ed to hate the one who is responsibl e
for the deed . And to b e hated by one ’s subj ects

,

quite apart from its being deplorable i n general , i s
al so exceedingly unprofitabl e . Fo r most p eopl e
feel that

,
although al l other men must defend them

sel ves against all who wrong them in any way or else
become obj ects ofcontempt and so be oppressed

,

yet rul e rs ough t t o prosecute on ly those who wrong
the state

,
tol erating those who are supposed t o b e

committing offences again st them privately ; rul ers,
they reason

,
can not themselves be harmed eith er

by contempt or by direct attack
,
inasmuch as there

are many instrumental iti es which protect th em from
both

I
,
the refore

,
when I hear such considerations

advanced and tu rn my thoughts to them
,
am incl ined

to go so far as to urge you t o give up al together th e
infl icting ofthe death p enalty in any case for reasons
ofth is kind . Fo r the office ofrul er has be en estab
lishe d fo r th e pre servation of th e govern ed

,
to

pre vent them from being inj u red either by one an
other or by fo re ign pe opl es

,
and not fo r a moment

that they may be harme d by the rul ers themse l ves ;
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BOOK LV

and the greatest glory i s gained
,
no t by putting

many citizens to death , but by be ing in a position to
save them al l

,
i f that be possibl e . We must educate

th e citi zens by mean s of l aws and ben e fits and
admon itions

,
i n order that they may b e right

minded
,
and furthermore

,
we must watch o ve r them

and guard them
,
in order that

,
even ifthey wish to

do wrong
,
they may not be abl e to do so ; and if

there i s any ailment among them
,
we must find some

way to cu re it and correct it
,
i n order that th e ail ing

member may not be utterly destroyed . To endure
the offences of the multitude is a task demanding at
once great prudence and great power ; bu t if any
one i s going to pun ish th em all without di sti nction
as th ey deserve

,
before he knows i t h e will have

destroyed the majority of mankind . Hence and for
these reasons I give you my opin ion to th e effect
that you should not infl i ct th e death penalty upon
any man fo r such offences

,
but should rather bring

them to the i r sen s es i n some other way
,
so that they

wil l not in future commit any crime . What wrong
doing

,
indeed

,
could a man indulge in who is shut up

on an isl and
,
o r in the country

,
or in some c ity

,
no t

only de prived of a th rong of servants and a supply
of money

,
but al so under guard

,
i n case this

,
too

,

i s necessary ? Of course
,
ifth e enemy were any

where near here or i f some part ofou r sea belonged
to a foreign p ower, so that one or another of the
prisoners might escape to them and do us some

harm
,
o r i f, again , there were strong cities in I taly

with fortification s and armed forces
,
so that ifa man

s e ized them , he might become a menace t o us
,
that

would be a diffe re nt story . But in fact al l th e
places here ar e unarmed and wi th o ut wal l s that
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BOOK LV

to any l engths i n his benefactions . Heed me, there 1

fore
,
dearest

,
and change you r course i f you do

,
al l

you r other acts that have caused displ easure wi l l be
thought to have been dictated by necessity, — i ndeed ,
i t i s impossibl e for a man to gu ide so great a city
from democracy to monarchy and make the change
wi thout bloodshed , - but i f you continue i n your old
pol icy

,
you wil l be thought to have done these un

pl easant th ings del iberately .

Augustu s heeded these suggestions of Liv ia and
rel eased al l th e accused with some words of
admonition ; and he even appointed Co rnel iu s con
sul . A s a resul t of th i s cou rse he so conci l iated
both him and the other persons so treated that
neither they nor any one of the rest thereafter either
actual ly plotted against him or was su spected of
doing so . I t was rath er Livia hersel f

,
who was

ch iefly responsibl e for saving the l ife of Cornel ius
,

that was to be charged with plotting the death of
Augustus .

A t th is time
,
in the consul sh ip of Cornel iu s and 5

Vale riu s Me ssalla
,
v iol ent earthquakes occu rred and

the Tiber carried away th e bridge and made the ci ty
navigabl e for seven days ; th ere was al so a partial
ecl ip se of the sun , and famine set in . This same
year Agrippa was enrol l ed among the youths of
mil itary age

,
but obtained none of the same

priv i l eges as h is brothers . The senators witnessed
the Ci rcensian games separately and the knights al so
separately from the remainder ofthe populace

,
as is

the case to - day al so . And since the nobl est famil i es
d id not show themsel ves incl ined to give thei r
daughters to be priestesses of Vesta

,
a law was

passed that th e daughters of freedmen might l ike
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BOOK LV

Lower Moesia (for two leg ions were th us named after 5

Claudius because they had not fought against him in
th e rebel l ion of Cam i l l u s the Twelfth (Fulm inata)
in Cappadocia ; the Th irteenth (G emina)

‘

in D ac ia ;
the Fourteenth (Gem ina) in Upper Pannon ia ; the
Fifteenth (Apol l inaris)in Cappadocia ; the Twenti eth

(cal led both Val eria and V i ctrix) in Upper B r i tain.

These lat t e r
,
I b e lie ve ,we re th e troops wh ich Au gustus

took over and retained
,
along with those cal led

the Twenty - second who are quartered in Germany
,

2

— and th is in spite of the fact that th ey were by
no means cal led Val erians by al l and do not use
that name any longer . These are th e l eg ions that
sti l l remain out of those of Augustus ; of the rest,
some were d isbanded al together, and others were
merged with various l egions by Augustus h imsel f
and by other emperors

,
in consequence of wh ich such

leg ions have come to bear the nam e Gem ina .

Now that I have once been l ed into g iv ing an
account of the leg ions

,
I shal l speak of the oth er

l egi ons al so wh ich ex i st to - day and tel l of their
en l istment by the emperors subsequen t to Augustus

,

my purpose being that
,
i f any one desires to learn

about them
,
th e statement of al l th e facts in a s ingl e

portion of my book may prov id e him easi ly with the
information . Nero organ i z ed the First Leg ion

,

cal l ed th e I tal ica , which has its winter quarters in

Cf. 111. 15 , 4 .

2 D io is in e rro r h e re ; the Twenty - s econd (Primigenia)
was o rgani z ed by Claud ius and the re fo re should b e in the l is t
oflate r legions g iven in chap . 2 4 .
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BOOK LV

into service against Antony the troops who had
served with h is father

,
and he maintained them

afterwards ; they const i tute even now a Special corps ,
and carry rods

,
l ike the centurions .

Now Augustus lacked funds for all these troops
,

and therefore he introduced a proposal i n th e senate
that revenues in suffi cient amount and continu ing
from year to year should be set aside, i n order that
the soldi ers might rece i ve without stin t from the
taxes l evied thei r maintenance and bonuses without
any outside sou rce being p ut to annoyance . The
means for such a fund were accord ingly sought .
Now when no one showed a wil l ingness to become
aedi le

,
some men from th e ranks of th e ex - quaestors

and ex - tribunes were compel led by lot to take the
offi c e — a th ing which happened on many other
occasions .1 Aft er this, i n the consul ship of Aemiliu s
Lepidus and Lucius Ar runt ius

,
when no revenues for

the mil itary fund were being discovered that su ited
anybody

,
but absol utely e very body was vexed because

such an attempt was even being made
,
Augustus i n

the name of himsel f and of Tiberius placed money in
the treasury wh ich h e cal led th e mil itary treasu ry

,

2

and commanded that three of the ex - p raetors
,
to be

chosen by lot, should administer it for three years ,
employing two l ictors apiece and such fu rther as

sis tanc e as was fitting. This method was fol l owed
with the successiv e incumbents of th e offi ce for
many years ; but at present they are chosen by the
emperor and they go about without l ictors . Now
Augustus made a contribution h imsel f toward the
fund and p romised to do so annual ly , and he al so

Cf. x li x . 16
,
2 ; l i i i . 2 , 2 ; l iv . 11, l .

2 Aerar ium militar e .
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BOOK LV

accepte d voluntary contributions
certain communiti es ; but h e too
private c iti z ens , although
made offe rs of is
al leged . But as all th i s proved
parison with the amount being
need of some permanent supply, h e
of th e senators to seek out sources
independently of the others, to wri
and g i v e them to him to consider .
cause h e had no
ce rtai n means of p e r su
he pre ferred . A t all

had proposed

t not

A . D .
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fo r as Rufus could neither hav e devised nor aecom A . D .

plishe d any of these things , i t was bel ieved that
o thers

,
making use of h is name

,
were planning a

revol ution . Therefore an investigation ofth e affai r
was voted for and rewards for information were an
nounc e d . Information began to be offered

,
and this

al so contributed to the commotion in th e city . This
lasted unti l the scarcity ofgrain was at an end and
gladiatorial games in honou r of Drusus were given
by Germanicus Caesar and Tiberius Claud iu s Nero

,

his son s . For this mark ofhonou r to the memory of
Drusus comforted the p eopl e , and al so the dedication
by Tiberius of th e templ e of Castor and Po l l ux

,
upon

which he inscribed not only h i s own name
,

— cal l ing
himsel f Claudianus in stead ofClaudius

,
because of

his adoption into the family of Augustus
,

— but al so
that of Drusus . Tiberiu s, i t should be explained ,
continued to carry on the wars

,
and at th e same tim e

v is ited the ci ty repeatedly wh e n e ve r th e opportun ity
offered ; this was partly, to be su re , on account of
various business

,
but chiefly because he was afraid

that Augustus might take advantage ofhi s absence
to show preference to some body el se .

These were the e vents in th e city that year . In
Achaia the governor died in the middle of hi s term
and instructions were gi ven t o hi s quaestor and to
h is assessor (whom ,

as I have stated
,

l we cal l envoy)
fo r th e former to administer the prov ince as far as
the I sthmus and the othe r the remainder . Herod ?

of Palestine
,
who was accused by hi s brothers of

some wrongdoing or other
,
was banished beyond the

1 Cf. l i ii . 14 , 6.

z Arc he lau s, s on ofHerod the G reat , who u sed the name

Herod on h i s c o inage .

VOL . V I . H H
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especial ly Tiberius . He advanced fi rst to the river

Visurgis and l ater as far as th e Al bis , but nothing
noteworthy was accompl i sh ed at th is time, although
not only Augustus but also Tiberius was cal l ed im

p eralo r because of the campaign , and Gaius Sent iu s ,
the governor of G e rmanv rece ived triumphal honours

,

inasmuch as the Germans
,
th rough thei r fear of the

Romans
,
made a truce

,
not merely once

,
but twice .

The reason that peace was granted them a second

time
,
i n Spi te of thei r having broken thei r truce so

soon
,
was that th e Dalmatian s and Pannonians were

i n a state of great disturbance and requ ired sharp

attention .

The Dalmatians
,
chafing under the l ev ies of tri

bute
,
had h itherto kept qu iet, though unwi l l ingly .

But when Tiberius made h is second campaign against
the Germans

,
and Valeri u s Me s sallinu s

,
the governor

ofDalmatia and Pannonia at th e time
,
was sent out

wi th him , taking most of h is army along, the Dal

matians , too, were ordered to send a contingent ;
and on coming together for th is purpose and behold

ing the strength of thei r warriors
,
they no longer

del ayed , but, under th e vehement u rging of one

Bato, a D e sid iat ian
, at fi rst a few revol ted and

defeated the Romans who came against them
,
and

then the rest also rebel l ed in consequence of th is
success . Next the Bre u c ians , a Pannonian tribe , put
another Bato at thei r head and marched against
Sirmium and the Romans in that town . They did

l ‘ . D o
’i
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ravag ing it
,
and T iberius and Me ssallinu s were tarry A D 0

ing i n S isc ia
,
the D almat ians overran the terr itory of

the ir al l ies and caused many more to revolt . And
although T iber ius approached them

,
they would

engage i n no pitched battl e w ith h im
,
but kept

mov ing from one place to ano ther, cau s ing great
devastat ion ; for, ow ing to th e ir knowledge of the
country and the l ightness of the i r equ ipment, they
cou ld eas i ly proceed wherever they pleased . And
when w inter set i n they d id much greater damage,
for they even i nvaded Macedon ia again . A s for
these forces

,
now

,
Rho eme talc e s and h is brother

Rhasc y po ris checked them by a battle ; and as for
the others

,
they d id not come to the defen ce of the ir

country when it was later ravaged (i n th e con su lsh ip A D . 7

of Caec i l ias M ete l lus and Lic in ius S i lanus), but took
refuge i n th e mounta i n fortresses, from wh ich they
made ra id ing exped it ion s whenever the chance
offered .

When Augustu s learned of these th i ngs
,
he began

to be suspic ious of T iberius
,
who

,
as he thought

,

m ight speed i ly have overcome the D almat ians
,
but

was delay ing purposely
,
i n order that he m igh t be

under arms as long as poss ible
,
w ith the war as h i s

excuse . H e therefore sent out German icus
,
although

he was on ly a quaestor
,
and gave h im an army com

posed not on ly offree - born c it i z en s but al so of fr eed
men , i ncl ud ing those whom he had freed from s lavery
by tak ing them from the ir masters and m istresses on
payment of the ir val ue and the cost of the ir maint en

ance for six month s . Th is was not the on ly measure
he took to meet the need occas ioned by the war

,

but he also postponed the rev iew of the kn ights
,

wh ich was wont to occu r i n the Forum . And he
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These we re the events in the ci ty . Afte r Ger
manic u s reached Pannonia and armi es were assem
bl ing there from many sides

,
th e two Batos waited

u nt i l Severus approached from Moesia and then fel l
upon h im unexpectedly

,
wh il e he was encamped n e ar

the Vo lc aean marshes . They frightened the pi ckets
outside the ramparts and drove them back inside , but
when the men in the camp stood thei r ground , the
attackers were defeated . A fter th i s th e Romans
were d ivided into d etachments

,
i n order that they

might overrun many
'

par t s of the country at once ;
most of these detachments did nothing worthy of
note

,
at l east not at that time

,
but German icu s

conquered i n battl e and harassed the Maz ae i
,
a

Dalmatian tribe .

These were the achievements of that year. In
the consul sh ip of Marcu s Fu riu s and Sextus Nonius ,
th e Dalmatians and Pannonians desi red to make
terms

,
because th ey were affl icted fi rst by famine and

then by disease that fol lowed it
,
s ince th ey were

using fo r food roots and strange herbs . They did
not

,
however

,
make any overtu res

,
being hindered

by those who had no hope of being spared by th e
Romans

,
but even i n thei r distress sti l l resi sted .

And one
,
Sc eno b ard u s

,
who had pretended h e was

going to change sides and with reference to th i s very
matte r had sent to Manius Enniu s

,
th e commander

of the garrison i n Siscia
,
as if he were ready to

desert , became afraid that he might suffer harm
beforehand

0

The P0
,
which

,
under the name Er idanu s

,

l they
cal l the king of th e rivers that cl eave the soi l of I taly

,

had its waters l et into a very wide canal by the
1 Th i s i s the u sual name ofthe r ive r in G re ek.
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sima fossa d emiss u s , qu i sep t ima su i al vei parte p e r
mediam influit c ivitatem

,
ad osti a sua amoenissimum

por tum praeb ens , c lassem d u c entarum qu inquaginta

navium
,
D i one referente

,
t u tissima d udum crede

batu r r ec ipe re s tatione .
— J ordanes
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trates as they tried cases . Also , whenever those who Am . 8

sat i n j udgment with him found themsel ves i n d is
agreement , the emperor

'

s vote was counted as no .

more than equal to that of any other j udge . But at
the time to which I refer, Augustus al lowed the
senate to try most cases without him, and he gave up
attending the popular assembl ies . Instead

,
he had

the year before personal ly appointed al l who were to
hold office

,
because there were factional outbreaks

,

and in th is and the fol lowing years b e merely posted
a bul leti n recommending to the plebs and to the

peopl e those whom he favoured . Yet h e was so

vigorous when it came to di recting campaigns
against th e enemy that he proceeded to Ariminum
in order that he might be near at hand to gi ve al l

necessary advice in regard to both the Dalmatians
and the Pannonians . On his departu re vows were
made , and on his retu rn the sacrifices customary
when he came back from the enemy

’

s country were
offered .

This was what was done in Rome . Meanwhi le ,

Bato
,
th e B re u c ian, who had betrayed Pinnes and had

received the right to rule over the Bre u c ians as h i s
reward

,
was captured by the other Bato and put to

death . The Bre u c ian, i t seem s, had been somewhat
suspicious ofhis s ubj ect tribe and had gone round
to each of the garrisons to demand hostages ; and
the other, l earning ofth is , l ay i n wait for h im some
where o r other

,
defeated him in battl e

,
and shut h im

up in a stronghold . Later
,
when the B re u c ian was

del ivered over by those insid e
,
he took him and

brought h im before the army, and then , when he
had been condemned

, p u t him to death on the spot .
After th is many of the Pannonians rose i n revolt

,

48 I
'

wo n v r.
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(All date s are B .C . unless otherwis e stated .)

Ac haia 465
Ac ropolis , the , 2 9 9
Ae

g
is , festival in honour ofActium,

Act ium,
bat t le 1 15 , 61, 19 5 f.

Ad d on, 419
Aegina, 2 99
Aemiliu s , L . (p erhap s the same as

Pau lus Aemiliu s Le p id us), 2 67
Aescu lap ius 2 3
Africa, 17 as
Agri pa, lid . Vip sanius , honoured
at r Actium, 11, 59 , 195 f. ;
ad v ises Octavian agains t estab
lieb ing a monarch 79 — 109 , 185
censor , 187 p ub c wo rks sup er
vised by , 2 53 , 2 63 r. , 311 f. ;
ind icated as Au gu stus ’

successo r ,
2 71- 75 ; retirement to Lesbos ,
2 75 restoration t o favo ur , 2 97 f
319 , 355 ; military exp loits of
309 f. , 345 r. , 355 ; d eath and
character of, 357— 65 ; funeral
games in honour of, 39 9 f.

A grip pa Po stumu s , son ofp reced
ing , 400, 451, 475

Ahenob arb u s , L . Domitius ( cos .

A lban Mount , the , 2 75 , 2 97 361
A lbis , th e , 38 1, 417 469

A lexand er the Great 45
Al

g
xand er , brother ofI amb lichu s I . ,

A lexand er , son of Antony and
C leopat ra,

43 , 63
A lexandr ia

,
17 2 9 , 47 f. , 53

A lexand rians the , 2 7 45 f.
A lis o (or rinse ), the , river in
G ermany , 369 77.

A lma
,
mountain in Pannonia,

471

D !“ V ] .

A lp s , t he , 2 59 , 2 63, 467 ; Trid en
t ine 337 f. Maritime 345

Ar
ggp
tas , king ofGalatia

,
7 , 2 1,

Antio ch , 2 3
Antiochus , king ofCommagene , 19 1
Antistiu s , 0 . S ee Ve tus .

Antoninu s , M . A ure lius , 457
Ar
i
t

p
ninus

,
M . Aure lius (Caracal la).

Antonius , C . co s , 75
Antonius , I n us , son ofthe t rium
vir , 45 , 351, 379 , 413

Antony , Mark , flight of, afte r
Actium , 5 , 13 f. ; in E gyp t , 15 ,
2 9 ; d eath of, 31 character of,
41 f. ; o ther references t o , 7 f.
13 , 37 f. , 45 , 51 f. , 67, 119 , 189 ,
19 9 , 2 65 , 2 79 , 2 9 9 , 305 351, 459

Antyl lus , son ofp receding , 17 f. ,
Ap er , P . Salviu s , 411
Ap is , 47 f.
Ap o l lo ,

5 ; temp le of
, on P alatine ,

19 5 , 409
Ap o l lonia 471

Ap u d ius (or Pacuvxus) Sex. , 2 47

Ap u leius , Sex . ( cos . 55 , 59

Ap u leius , Sex . ( co s , A.D . 363

Aq ua Virgo , t he , 311
Aq uila,

freedmanofMae cenas , 39 7f.
Aq uitania , 2 2 1
Ar abia, 2 69 f. , 453
A rabian G ulf(the Red Sea), 2 1
Arabians , the , 2 1, 303
Arc

gg
laus , king ofCap pado cia, 7,

3
Arche laus , king ofJudaea, 465 and
n.

Areiu s , a philosopher , 45 , 175
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Ar onaut s , p icture of
,
2 63

Ar minum, 2 51, 481
Ariob ar z anes , 419
Armenia

,
45 303 , 403 , 415, 419

Armenians , the , 303 , 413 , 4 19
Arruntius , L . ( co s . 2 83
Arruntius , L . ( cos . A.D . 459

Artab az u s , 415 , 419
Artacii, t he , 77
Artagira, 419
Artavasd es , king ofArmenia,

17

Ar
gg
vasd es , king ofMedia,

17, 45 ,

3

Artaxes , 45, 303
Asand er , 345
Asia

,
11, 15, 51, 57, 2 19 , 2 9 9 , 361

Asians , the , 57
Astures , the , 57, 2 59 f 2 67 f. , 2 9 3
At hena, 55, 2 99
At henians , the , 2 9 9 , 305
At henians ," the p ar ty in naval
bat t le given in

.

ome
,
409

Atheno dorus , a p hi losop her , 175
Athens , 305
At hinla, 2 71
Augurium salutis , the , 57
August , name given to the month
Sextilis , 395

Aug
4

usta, name given t o Pap hos ,
3 3

A ugusta Emerita, 2 61
ugu sta Praetoria, 2 59

Augustalia., the , 307, 369
.Augustus , p assim. Sigmfi canc e o r

“

name , 185 n. , 2 35, 2 41, 2 45

Baetica, 2 2 1
B alb u s , D . Lae lius (cos . 401

B alb us , L . Corne lius , 347
Basilica ofNep t une , the , 2 63
Basilica ofPau lus , the , 343 f.
Bastarnae , t he , 67

— 75
Batavia, 365 , 457
Batavians , t he , 365, 457
Bathy llus , 32 7
Bato , a B reu cian chief, 469 f.

,
477 ,

481
Bato , a Dalmatian chief, 469 f. ,
477, 481f.

Belgica 2 2 1
Bessi, the , 73 , 333 , 371
Bithynia, 59 , 2 2 1, 2 9 9
Bocchus , 2 61
Bogna, 2 61

B osp orus , kingd om of, 345

4 86

B reuc ians , the , 469 f 481 f.
B ritain, 2 53, 2 59 , 453 f.British o cean, t he , 2 2 1
Britons , t he , 2 05, 2 53 , 2 77B rundisium , 13 , 51B rutus , 119

Fannius , father and son,

Caesar , C . Julius , 7, 9 , 2 7, 35 f. ,

117, 335, 461 ; shrines
of, 57 f. ; assas sins of

, 2 3 .

S ee also Julius .

Caesar , C . J ulius (Oc tavianus),
p assim. After 2 9 B .0 . sty led
August us , q . .v

Caesar , C . grand son ofAugustus ,
32 7, 331, 351 f. , 395, 39

g
—9 405 ,

409 , 413
— 2 3.

Caesar , L , bro ther ofp re c edin ,

32 7,
— 405, 42 1

Caesar , 3 3 1mp er1al t 1t le
Cae
sa

rians , t he (imp e rial freedmen)
1

Caesarion, 17 f, 43
Calp urnius , C . (aed ile 2 79
Camillus , 107
03

3
1

7

11113 , M . F urius ( cos . A .O .

Ca
gg

lus , M . F ur ius (Sc rib onianus),

Campania, 353 i 411
Campanians , the , 409
Camp us Agrip pas , t he , 39 9
Camp us Mar tins , the , 67, 197, 2 53 ,
357, 383

Camunni, the , 331
Candace , 2 93 f.
Ca

é
it

g
l
g
ri, t he , 57, 2 59 f. , 2 67 f. , 2 9 3,

0

Cap
é
t
é

o l , the , 2 91, 301, 349 f. , 383,
3
Cap pado cia, 345
Cap reae , 19 1
Carisius , P . (o r 2 61

, 2 93
Carrinas , C . , 61
Car thage , 19 1
Cassius , 119
Castor and Po l lux , t emp le of, 465
Ced rus (or Ceb rus), river inMo esia,
69
Ce lts , t he , 2 2 1
Censorinus , C . Marcius ( cos . 39 1
Chalcid icum,

name giv en to t emp le
ofMinerva , 63
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l t risians , e , 365 f.
Fu lvia, 1 45
Fu rnius , ( t r . 50) 189 , 2 9 3
F urnius , C . (cos . 32 7

Gaetu lia
,
2 61

Gaetu lians , t he ,
467

Galatia, 2 1, 2 61Galba
,
the emp ero r , 11, 457

G allia (Gau l), 309 ,
333 39 , 343 , Lugd u
neneis , 375 Narbonensis , 189 ,
Gal lus , Aelius , 2 69Gal lus

,
C. Asinius ( cos . 39 1

Gal lus , C . Corne lius , 47 , 2 55Gal lus , Lucius , 333Gal lus , Nonius , 57
Gau ls , the , 335 , 365
G enu c la, 75Germanicus , t it le conferr ed up on
Drusus and his sons , 383Germanicus , son ofDrusus , 42 5,
465

,
473 79

Germans
,
the , 57, 61, 65, 2 2 1, 309 ,

333 f. , 365 , 39 3 , 417 , 4 2 5 ,
467 1.

Germany , 471 ; p rovinces of, 2 2 1,
333 , 347 , 39 9 453— 57, 469Getae , the , 65 , f.
Greece , 11 , 15 , 59 , 67, 97, 2 19 , 2 9 9Greeks

, the , 9 9 , 305 ,

H aemus ,Helio s , name given t o A lexand er ,
son ofC leop at ra,

63

He l lenes , name given by August-as
to foreigners living in Asiat ic
p rovinces , 57Her cules , P il lars of, 2 09

H ermes , stat ues of, 305
H ermund uri, the , 417Hero d the Great , 303Herod Arche laus . S ee Arche laus
Honor , fest ival of, 32 7Horatius , 2 09

I amb lich us I ” Arab chieftain,
7
, 303

I a

gb
i
é

lichu s I I . son ofp reced ing ,
I ap y d es , the , 61
Imp erato r , use oft erm und e r the
empire , 185 f. , 2 37

Ind ia
, 305

4 88

I otap e d aughte r ofArtavas d es of
Media, 45

I saurians , the , 467
I stffi

the
,
67, 77 , 333 , 375 , 413

,

Istrians , t he 75
I sthmus ofCorinth , the 15

,

I taly , 9 1 , 15 , 57 r. , 113, 12 3 , 133
37, 189 , 2 2 5 , 2 83 , 331 , 337 1 .

471, 477
I u llus Antonius . S ee Antoniu s
Inventus

, temp le of
,
331

J anus , temp le of, 57, 2 63 ,
375

J uba I . , 43 , 2 05

J uba I L , 43 , 2 61, 467
Judaea

,
453

Ju lia, daught er ofAugust u s
,
43

,
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301, 363

,
373 , 383, 405 ,

411 f. , 4 2 5
Ju lius , t he hero Divu s ),
shrines of, 51, 57, 63 f. , 373
Juno ,

63
Jup iter Cap ito lians , 63, 2 9 1, 349 ,
381 , 407 n. , 409 ; p ries t of, 343 ,
375 . J . Feretriu s , 301, 39 1.

J . Tonans
, 2 9 1
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Pharnac es , 345
Ph1lip p i,
Ph
7

iIOp ator , son ofTarcond imotus ,

Phoebe , freedwoman ofJu lia, 413Phoenicia, 2 2 1 , 453
P l

ggl
ates , 51, 2 05, 2 75 n. , 2 77 f. ,

P hratac es , 415
— 19
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Romans , the , p assimRome , 11- 15 , 47, 57 f. , 63 , 153 f.
2 45 , 2 83 , 2 97, 301, 309Romu lus , 2 35 hu t of, 361Rufus
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