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The two Houses of
Parliament on Thursday

witnessed unprecedented tur-
moil with the BJP making a
fiery attack on Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury for
his “Rashtrapatni” remark
against the first tribal President
Droupadi Murmu.

The heated exchanges over
Chowdhury’s comments also
escalated outside, triggering
protests by the BJP MPs. 

The Congress MPs were
already sitting on “dharna”
before the Mahatma Gandhi
statue in Parliament precincts,
seeking withdrawal of suspen-
sion of MPs, immediate debate
in Parliament over price rise
and the imposition of the GST
on essential food items. 

As soon as the Lok Sabha
met at 11 am, BJP members
were up on their feet demand-
ing an apology from Congress
president Sonia Gandhi over
Chowdhury’s remark. 

“The Congress leader has
disrespected the President. The
Congress cannot tolerate that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
made a poor tribal woman the
Presidential candidate,” Union
Minister Smriti Irani said.

Amid the furor, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla adjourned
the proceedings of the House

till 12 noon and thereafter it
was adjourned till 4 pm and
then for the day. Similar scenes
were witnessed in the Rajya
Sabha, which too witnessed a
ruckus on the issue.

The Lok Sabha saw Irani
making a belligerent attack on
Sonia and accusing her of
“sanctioning humiliation” of
the Constitutional head of the
country, demanding her apol-
ogy. In his defense,
Chowdhury, who is the leader
of the Congress in the Lok
Sabha, said he never intended
to disrespect the President and
his “Rashtrapatni” remark was
a “slip of the tongue”. He
accused the BJP of making a
“mountain out of a molehill”.

“Yesterday, when we were
holding a protest at Vijay
Chowk, journalists asked where
we wanted to go. I said
‘Rashtrapatni’ only once by
mistake. I urged the journalists
not to show my video where I
committed a mistake. The BJP
is creating a row over it now,”
he said. 

“What should I do? I said
it and realised I uttered the
wrong word. I even looked for
media persons to whom I had
said this to request them to not
focus on it. However, I could-
n’t find them,” he added, a day
after the remark. In a video
message later, he said India’s
President, be it Brahmin or
tribal, is respected by all. 

“I am a Bengali and not flu-
ent in Hindi. I will apologise to
the President if she felt hurt. I
won’t apologise to these frauds.
I have sought time to meet her
the day after tomorrow. 

Continued on Page 9
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In an apparent damage con-
trol exercise, Bengal Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday removed Partha
Chatterjee as a Minister and
from all posts of Trinamool
Congress five days after he was
arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate in connection  with
the school-level job scam.

The Chief Minister’s deci-
sion comes within hours of
Arpita Mukherjee — a close
associate of Chatterjee from
whose apartments huge  cash,
jewellery, bank and property
instruments worth crores was
recovered by the ED — telling
the investigators that all the
properties belonged to the
Minister.

Soon after a  Cabinet meet-
ing Mamata announced the
removal of Chatterjee — the
number two person in the
State Ministry — saying, “I
have relieved Partha from all
his charges,” till his name is
cleared from all accusations.

“The Trinamool Congress
is strict about its ideology … we
run the party with great hard-
ship,”  the Chief Minister said.

A former Education
Minister, Chatterjee, had been
in charge of Commerce and
Industries, Parliamentary
Affairs and Information
Technology portfolios. The
Chief Minister would retain all
the Departments with her for

now.
Chatterjee a former cor-

porate top boss who left his job
before the Singur movement to
join the Trinamool Congress
was also removed from all his
party posts, TMC national gen-
eral secretary Abhishek
Banerjee said.

“The TMC disciplinary
committee has decided to
remove Chatterjee from all the
party posts … he was the party
secretary general, a national
vice president and member of
national executive as also a
member of the party discipli-
nary committee … he has also
been suspended from the party
till he is exonerated by the judi-
ciary … and the onus to prove
innocence completely lies with
him … and as the citizen of this
country he has every right to
fight his case in the court,” said
Abhishek at the end of a party
disciplinary committee meet-
ing.

Besides incriminating doc-
uments cash worth �50 crore
and property deeds of 32 bun-

galows, apartments and lands
both in Kolkata and districts
have been recovered from  two
houses of Mukherjee, a close
associate of the former
Minister.

The ED  also recovered
about 8 kgs of gold — in the
form of bars, biscuits, jew-
ellery and statuette — from two
apartments of Mukherjee apart
from bank instruments and
property deeds worth crores.

Officials quoting
Mukherjee said she was not the
owner of the property seized
and that all that had been
recovered by the ED belonged
to the Minister.

She is known to have told
his interrogators that Chatterjee
often sent his men to her apart-
ments with bags which were
kept inside a particular room
not be entered by anyone. Not
even Mukherjee was allowed to
enter these rooms, she is
known to have told the ED offi-
cials adding only the Minister
would enter these rooms when

Continued on Page 9
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Amid the 50-hour-long relay
sit-in by the suspended

MPs on Parliament premises,
three more Rajya Sabha mem-
ber — Aam Aadmi Party’s
(AAP) Sandeep Kumar Pathak
and Sushil Kumar Gupta and
Independent legislator Ajit
Kumar Bhuyan — were sus-
pended from the House for a
week on Thursday. 

The 20 suspended RS
members are on a relay protest
near the Gandhi Statue at the
Parliament complex braving
the night, heat and rain.

A total of five MPs, includ-
ing CPI’s Santosh Kumar and
AAP’s Sanjay Singh, spent the
night near the Gandhi statue in
Parliament complex, while
TMC’s Dola Sen and Santanu
Sen were present at the site till
post midnight. With authorities

not granting permission for a
tent, the MPs slept under the
sky as a protest against the sus-
pension of 24 MPs, 20 from the
Rajya Sabha and four Congress
members from the Lok Sabha. 

So far 27 MPs of the
Opposition have been sus-

pended for “unruly behaviour”.
TMC MP Mausam Noor

brought tea for the MPs on
Thursday morning and said
that the Opposition MPs will
not apologise and the protest
will continue.

Continued on Page 9
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The CBI has recovered paint-
ings of Indian maestros

FN Souza and SH Raza worth
�5.50 crore besides two luxu-
ry watches of Jacob and Co and
Frank Muller Geneve brands
worth �5 crore apart from
jewellery worth �2 crore dur-
ing fresh searches related to
India’s biggest bank fraud
involving DHFL worth �34,
615 crore.

SH Raza’s oil-on-canvas
painting titled ‘Village’ of 1956
vintage worth over �3.50 crore
and FN Souza’s 1964-untitled

oil-on-linen creation valued at
�2 crore were among the lux-
urious items worth �12.5 crore
seized by the agency during the
latest round of searches against
DHFL promoters Kapil
Wadhawan and others, accord-
ing to the CBI.

The agency has also seized
two luxury watches of Jacob
and Co and Frank Muller
Geneve brands worth �5 crore
during the searches. 
The DHFL promoters had
acquired these expensive items
using the diverted funds, the
agency said in a statement.

The CBI is conducting cus-
todial interrogation of former
CMD of DHFL Kapil
Wadhawan and Director
Dheeraj Wadhawan for the last
nine days. 

Continued on Page 9
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After the simmering tension
between the Treasury

Benches and the Opposition
for the past eight days burst out
into a full-blown confrontation
between the two sides over
Congress leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury’s “Rashtrapatni”
remark, the BJP focussed its
attack on the Congress presi-
dent, alleging that Adhir made
the calumnious comment at the
behest of Sonia Gandhi.

The party demanded that
Sonia must apologise to the
nation. 

The no-holds-barred attack
on Sonia was spearheaded by
Union Minister Smriti Irani
and Nirmala Sitharaman in
the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha respectively. No sooner
than the lower House com-
menced its proceedings, a
vociferous  Irani accused
Chowdhury of disrespecting
Murmu by calling her
“Rashtrapatni” and charged
the Congress leader with doing
so with the “sanction” of Sonia.

Irani claimed that
Chowdhury has disrespected
the entire tribal community,
women, the poor, and the
downtrodden by his remark.

Targeting Congress presi-
dent, Irani alleged that Sonia
had “sanctioned humiliation” of
a poor tribal woman who has
occupied the highest constitu-
tional post in the country.

“Sonia mafi mango (Sonia
must tender an apology). Your
male leaders are disrespecting
a poor tribal woman,” she said,
raising her voice dramatically.

BJP MPs, particularly
women members, aggressively
backed Irani, inviting counter-
protests from Congress mem-
bers. As the turmoil continued,
Speaker Om Birla adjourned
the House till noon. 

Continued on Page 9
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Hours before the inaugura-
tion of the 44th Chess

Olympiad in Chennai on
Thursday, Pakistan pulled out
of the prestigious event protest-
ing against the  passing of the
torch relay for the event
through Kashmir. 

Criticising Pakistan for this
move, India said it is “highly
unfortunate” that Islamabad
has “politicised” the presti-
gious international event.  The
Pakistani team had already
reached India.

Citing India’s torch relay for
the prestigious event through
Kashmir on July 21 as a reason
for withdrawal, Pakistan’s for-

eign office spokesperson Asim
Iftikhar said in a statement to
Radio Pakistan, “India chose to
politicise this prestigious inter-
national sporting event.”

He also said, “Pakistan was
invited by the International
Chess Federation (FIDE) to
participate in the Chess
Olympiad. A Pakistani contin-
gent was already training for
this event.”

An official statement from
Islamabad described the torch
relay through Kashmir as a
“travesty” and called upon
India to free political prisoners
in the valley.

“Pakistan condemns India’s
mischievous attempt to mix
politics with sports. 

Continued on Page 9
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Avaccinator allegedly used a
single syringe to adminis-

ter anti-coronavirus vaccine
doses to 39 children at a private
school in Madhya Pradesh’s
Sagar city, prompting the
authorities to suspend the dis-
trict vaccination officer, offi-
cials said on Thursday.

The incident took place on
Wednesday at the Jain Higher
Secondary School in the city
during a mega vaccination
drive, after which an FIR was
registered against the vaccina-
tor, identified as Jitendra
Ahirwar, a district official said.

The 39 children, aged 15
and above, were from Classes
9 to 12, a health official said.

The parents of some of the

children on Wednesday
observed the vaccinator using
the same syringe to inoculate
the children and raised an
alarm for the gross negligence
on his part, the officials said.

After the parents protested,
Sagar’s in-charge Collector
Kshitij Singhal sent district
Chief Medical and Health
Officer Dr D K Goswami to
inquire about the incident.
Those present at the spot told
Goswami that the vaccinator
allegedly used the same syringe
to administer vaccine doses to
as many as 39 children, the dis-
trict official said.

After the protest by par-
ents, Ahirwar escaped from the
spot before the CMHO started
to inspect the school. 

Continued on Page 9
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In a glittery event, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

declared open the FIDE 44th
Chess Olympiad here on
Thursday. Encouraging the
players, Modi said that in
sports there are no losers, but
winners and future winners. 

“Sports is beautiful because
it has inherent power to unite.
Sports brings people and soci-
eties closer. Sports nurture a
spirit of teamwork,” he said.  

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
MK Stalin said that the Chess
Olympiad has turned the
world’s attention on Tamil
Nadu and this grand event
would enhance the State’s
tourism prospects. The mascot
for the event was named
“Thambi,” which symbolises
brotherhood and that all the
people are one fraternity. Stalin
thanked Modi and the Centre
for holding the event. 

Continued on Page 9
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Asmall statue of an elephant
installed at Dr BR

Ambedkar Park in Gautampalli
police station area is reported
have been stolen. Interestingly,
the memorial is manned by
guards and personnel of
Vishesh Parikshetra Suraksha
Vahini (Special Zone Security
Battalion). The place from
where the elephant statue was
stolen is near a fountain in the
park and three security guards
are deployed there even as no
visitors are allowed there.

As per reports, the staff
tasked with guarding the
memorial count the number of
elephant statues first in the
morning and then in the
evening on a daily basis. The
counting was started after a
statue of an elephant was

Continued on Page 9
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NOTICE

Marksheet & Certificate of
My High School Examination
Session 2009 Index No.
T/7152/083 have been really
lost. Kshitiz Katiyar S/o Deepak
Katiyar R/o House No.45,MIG,
Ashok Vihar, W-1 , Saket
Nagar, Kanpur - 208014.

NOTICE

I Afzal Hussain S/o Asgar
Husain R/o 358/216-1
Rajajipuram Lucknow. I have
lost my chain deed which is
registred at Bahi No. 1 Zild No.
201 Page No. 233/244 Serial
No. 3533 on dated 16/09/1993.
If any one find that deed
please inform in below contact
no. Mob no. 9695176001
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NOTICE

I Pradeep Kumar Gupta
S/o Late Devi Prasad Gupta
R/o 690 Amberpur, Banthra
Bazar Lucknow. I have lost my
sale deed which is registred at
Khasara No. 1740 Zild No.
8479 Serial No. 6907 Page no.
181 to 204 on dated
27/07/2007. If any one find that
deed please inform in below.
Mob no. 9839949213,
7651825245

NOTICE

I have changed my name
from Ramesh Gupta to
Ramesh Kumar Gupta S/O
Shree Kishan Gupta for all
future purpose, R/O Flat No.-
7 Varun Apartment 2A/221A
Azad Nagar Kanpur

NOTICE

I  Army No- JC NYA
15133206 Y NB/SUB ( OPR )
SANJAY KUMAR CHOUBEY
Unit 315 FD REGT ( Kargil )
C/O 56 APO hereby declare
that in my service records my
wife name SHALINI
CHOUBEY, DOB 20.07.1981 is
wrongly mentioned. Her correct
DOB is 05.04.1982 for all
work, read and written in future. 

NOTICE

I Army No- 15160950 A
Rank Hav. ROHIT ASHAW
KUMAR GADHWAL Unit-315
FD Regt (Kargil) C/O 56 APO
hereby declare that in my ser-
vice records my wife
SULOCHNA DEVI, DOB
10.11.1985 and pin code-
331028 wrongly mentioned.
Her correct name is
SULOCHANA, DOB 05.06.1989
and pin - 333707 for all work,
read and written in future.
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In a bid to promote the art of
pottery and clayware and

improve the financial condi-
tions of clay artisans, the Uttar
Pradesh government will
organise Mati Kala Mela from
October 14 to 23 in Lucknow
on the occasion of Diwali.

The 10-day-long exhibi-
tion organised by the UP Mati
Kala Board will be held at
Sangeet Natak Academy in
Gomti Nagar. 

The Mati Kala Mela will
showcase handcrafted prod-
ucts made from clay by artisans
from across Uttar Pradesh.
Craftsmen from all districts of
the state will be exhibiting
their skills and talents via their
products at the fair.

The Mati Kala Board will
bear the cost of lodging for the
participating artisans for 10
days. The artisans will also be
exempted from paying stall
charges.  

A wide range of products
will be exhibited at the fair,
including terracotta of
Gorakhpur; black pottery of
Azamgarh, earthen cooker of
Khurja, in addition to clay
products of Agra, Lucknow,
Mirzapur, Azamgarh,
Chandauli, Unnao, Ballia,
Kanpur, Pilibhit, Allahabad,
Varanasi, Ayodhya and Banda.

Promoting 'Vocal for Local'
this Diwali, products such as
idols of Lord Ganesh and
Goddess Lakshmi, decorative
lamps and diyas, earthen lamps
and other clay and handmade
products will be available at the
exhibition.

This year, the idols of
Ganesh-Lakshmi will be made
using standardised moulds of
eight inches, which will ensure
uniform size and shape. The
moulds have been made avail-
able in every district. According
to the need, the production can
be increased by making dupli-
cate moulds from them. 

Only 37 districts were pro-
vided these moulds last year.
These standard-sized moulds
have been made available to
Khadi Board's training centres
located in Lucknow, Mau,
Allahabad, Azamgarh, Basti,
Jalaun, Najibabad, Mathura,
Shahjahanpur and Gorakhpur.

Besides displaying a wide
variety of clay products from
different districts, the Mati
Kala Mela will feature live
demonstrations of how the
products are made to
encourage aspiring artisans as
well as to raise awareness
about Uttar Pradesh's rich her-
itage of craftsmanship among
people. 

The Mati Kala Mela will
also feature 3-day training for
aspiring artisans. The three-day
seminar on technical know-
how will help the artisans learn
about the use of tools and
machinery in the making of
clay products. Information
regarding packaging, market-
ing, and especially e-marketing
will be also provided. 

As per the intentions of
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, the initiative is
designed to curb the sale of
Chinese idols and products
during the festive season and to
reclaim the domestic market. 
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The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment is set to launch a new

scheme under which power
looms will operate with solar
energy, which will not only save
conventional energy but also
make the finished good eco-
friendly.

The new scheme will be
named Chief Minister Weaver
Solar Energy project.

"For this, all the formalities
have been completed. If the
plan is implemented, the con-
sumption of conventional ener-
gy will be reduced, which in
turn will reduce the cost of pro-
duction and the profit of the
weavers will also increase," a
government spokesman said
here on Thursday.

A provision of Rs 10 crore
has been made in the budget to
energise power looms with
solar energy.

UP has a rich tradition in
the textile industry. The basis
of this tradition was first hand-
loom and later power loom.
Even today, 34 districts of the
state are handloom dominated.
The number of handlooms,
handloom weavers, and
weavers' cooperatives in UP is
1.91 lakh, 0.80 lakh, and 20,421,
respectively. Mau, Ambedkar
Nagar, Varanasi, Meerut,
Kanpur, Jhansi, Etawah, and
Sant Kabir Nagar districts are
power loom dominated.

"Connecting handlooms
and power looms with solar
energy in a phased manner will
be in line with Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath's intention to
make Uttar Pradesh the textile
hub of the country," the
spokesman said.

He said the government
would connect 50,000 weavers
of Varanasi with banks in three
months and grants would also
be made available to them
under the One District One
Product (ODOP) scheme by
linking them with banks. 

It has also been decided in
a meeting of the Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises
(MSME) department and
bankers that formalities will be
relaxed as per the need in this
regard. 

The Small Industries
Development Bank of India
(SIDBI) will also help in this
campaign. 

Already about 25,000
weavers are registered on the
portal of the Handloom depart-
ment. Their form will be
uploaded by August 15.  

Lucknow (PNS): The Uttar Pradesh
government will soon bring a new tex-
tile policy incorporating innovations
that will boost investment and increase
employment generation capacity in
the state. A senior official said on con-
dition of anonymity that the draft of the
policy had been prepared and sent to
the advisory committee of the govern-
ment for its opinion.

"With the implementation of the

new policy, investment in the textile
industry in the state will increase fur-
ther. Along with this, employment
opportunities will be created," the offi-
cial said. To start with, the process has
been initiated for the acquisition of land
for the establishment of Mega Integrated
Textile and Apparel Park in Hardoi
under the PM Mitra Scheme of the
Union Textiles Ministry.

"The establishment of textile units

in the park is likely to provide employ-
ment to about five lakh persons," the
official said. 

He said there was also a proposal to
set up an apparel park in Noida with an
investment of Rs 3,000 crore. Land for
developing the park has been arranged. 

"About 115 export-oriented textile
units will be set up in this apparel park
with an investment of Rs 3,000 crore,
which is likely to provide employment

to about two lakh persons," the draft of
the new policy says. The policy says that
this region is full of skilled weavers but
the irony is that because of Banarasi silk
saris, the focus is only on Varanasi thus
pushing the weavers of other regions
into an unorganised sector.

"The Yogi government wants to
bring them (weavers) into the organised
sector to give respect to them and their
skills," the official said.
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Amid the controversy
around Congress leader

Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury's
sexist remark on the President
of India Droupadi Murmu,
former chief minister of Uttar
Pradesh and Bahujan Samaj
Party supremo Mayawati lam-
basted the leader of Congress
in Lok Sabha by calling his
'Rashtrapatni' remark "shame-
ful" and "highly condemnable".

Taking to Twitter on
Thursday, Mayawati said, "The
spectacular election of
Droupadi Murmu ji as the
first woman of the tribal soci-
ety to the post of President of
India is not liked by many. In
this sequence, the objectionable
remarks made by Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, leader of Congress
in Lok Sabha, against her are
very sad, shameful and highly
condemnable."

Mayawati slammed the
Congress over Chowdhury's
remark about Droupadi

Murmu and said that the grand
old party should apologise to
the country. 

"The proceedings of
Parliament have also been dis-
rupted today (Thursday), in
protest against calling the
Honourable Rashtrapati ji
'Rashtrapatni' on TV. It would
be appropriate that the
Congress party also apologis-
es to the country for this and
abandons its casteist mindset,"

the BSP chief tweeted.
Meanwhile, Mayawati has

also taken seriously the theft of
an elephant statue in the state
capital. Mayawati said that the
theft of an elephant statue
from the memorial of saints of
Dalit society, Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar Social Change Sthal
(Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar
Samajik Parivartan Prateek
Sthal) was a matter of shame
and concern. She tweeted that
in the respect of great saints,
gurus, great men born in the
neglected, despised, Dalit and
other backward classes in the
country, the BSP government
had built a grand Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar social transforma-
tion site and this area was now
the main centre of tourism. She
said the theft of an elephant
statue from there was a matter
of shame and concern.

Mayawati further said in
the tweet that the neglect in
protection and maintenance
of the grand sites and monu-
ments built by the BSP govern-

ment earlier during the
Samajwadi Party regime and
now in the Bharatiya Janata
Party rule was a cause of great
concern. 

The BSP supremo said
while these places were a source
of tourism income, the work
being done at the Kanshi Ram
memorial site and many other
places was very sluggish and
the government should pay
attention to it.

It may be mentioned that
the theft of an elephant statue
has come to light from Buddha
Vihar Park in state capital
Lucknow. According to infor-
mation, the elephant statue
was installed in a fountain in
Buddha Vihar Park developed
on the Gomti Riverfront, and
it has been stolen. No one other
than the security personnel is
allowed to enter the place from
where the theft took place.
The Gautampalli police have
registered a case on the com-
plaint of security personnel
Niyaz Ahmed. 
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To boost income of the farmers
and facilitate large-scale employ-

ment, the Uttar Pradesh government
has decided to set up 7,500 food pro-
cessing units in the next one year. 

"On the occasion of Amrit
Mahotsav of Independence, we have
decided to set up at least 7,500 food
processing industries this year under
the Prime Minister's Micro Food
Industries Upgradation Scheme",
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya disclosed here on
Thursday. 

He said the officers of the
Horticulture and Food Processing
department had been directed to
make all necessary arrangements in
this regard.

"There is immense employment
potential in the food processing
industries and to make the people
employable and self-reliant, the
establishment of food processing
industries should be encouraged
more and more, so that more and
more people may get employment,"
Maurya said, adding that at least 100

units would be set up in each dis-
trict. 

It may be mentioned that
Maruya, while camping in the model
villages in Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's parliamentary constituency
Varanasi, had issued instructions to
identify the potential beneficiaries
by conducting a survey in the field
of food processing and to benefit
them from the departmental
schemes. 

He asked the officials to create
a cold chain so that the products of
the farmers were not spoiled. He also
directed officials to prepare an

action plan for fruit and vegetable
processing to reduce the post-har-
vest losses of farmers. 

Maurya asked the officials to
work closely with the Cooperative
department to encourage Parag
brand marketing of processed food
products. 

With the objective of attracting
and encouraging unemployed youth,
girls, farmers, entrepreneurs to the
unlimited opportunities in the food
processing sector, Maurya directed
the Horticulture and Food
Processing department officials to
organise exhibitions and seminars at

the district level every month.
He said that entrepreneurs who

were being selected for distribution
of grants under the Uttar Pradesh
Food Processing Industries Policy-
2017 in the year 2022-23, should be
invited to Lucknow. 

He said that a target had been
set to invest Rs 20,000 crore in next
five years in the field of food pro-
cessing to make UP a 1 trillion dol-
lar economy.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath has criticised

the remark of Congress MP Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury calling
Droupadi Mumru as
"Rashtrapatni", saying such a
remark is highly condemnable.

"This remark is atrocious and
an insult to the Constitution of
India as well as an insult to the
matra shakti of India. As the
President of India is the highest
constitutional post, the remark is
also an insult to the country in a
way," Yogi said in a statement here
on Thursday.

He said: "I condemn the
Congress MP and Congress for this
indecent remark. They should apol-
ogise to the countrymen for this
condemnable act. This country
can never accept any such com-
ment."

Yogi Adityanath said that
Congress should also take the
blame for the behaviour of its MP
and it could not shy away from its
accountability.

The controversy was triggered
by Chowdhury when he referred to
President Droupadi Murmu as
"Rashtrapatni" in a comment to a
Hindi news channel. 

When a hue and cry was raised,

he admitted his mistake, saying it
was a slip of tongue.

Bharatiya Janata Party state
president Swatantra Dev Singh also
criticised Chowdhury for his com-
ment and said that it was an insult
to the tribal women. 

"The women who rose to the
highest constitutional post should
not be treated this way," Singh said
in a statement.
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The Communist Party of
India (Marxists) has asked

the state government to stop
realising power tariff on unit
basis by metering the tube
wells of farmers.

In a statement, Uttar
Pradesh state secretary of CPI
(M), Heera Lal Yadav, said the
Bharatiya Janata Party, in its
election manifesto, had
promised free electricity to
farmers' tube wells up to 300
units but after forming the
government they were realising
power tariff by metering the
tube wells of the farmers. 

He said this move had
exposed the government's anti-
farmer face.

Yadav said the farmers
were upset by this decision of
the government as they were
unable to pay Rs 10,000 per
month in place of Rs 500 per
month charged earlier.

The CPI (M) leader said
the farmers were now remov-
ing the metres installed at their
tube wells and depositing them
at the offices of power distrib-
ution companies which were
lodging FIRs against the farm-
ers.

Yadav urged Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath to intervene in
the matter and stop metering of
farmers tube wells and with-
draw FIRs registered against
farmers.
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Mau (PTI): The district
administration here has
ordered the  attachment of a
plot of land worth Rs 83  lakh
belonging to a close aide of
maf i a - tur ned-p ol i t i c ian
Mukhtar Ansari, an official
said on Thursday. District
Magistrate Arun Kumar said,
"Orders have been issued to
attach  properties of Anand
Yadav, who is said to  be close

to Mukhtar Ansari. The said
property worth Rs 83 lakh was
made using  money earned
from criminal activities."  The
order was issued under provi-
sions  of the Gangsters Act.
Ansari is currently in jail. A
special court for MPs/MLAs
has  rejected discharge applica-
tion of Ansari and  his sons
seeking clean chit in an evac-
uee  property case. 

New Delhi (PTI): Minority Affairs  Secretary Renuka
Kumar was repatriated to her  Uttar Pradesh cadre with imme-
diate effect, a  Personnel Ministry order said Thursday. Kumar is
a 1987-batch Indian  Administrative Service (IAS) officer of the
Uttar  Pradesh cadre. The Appointments Committee of the  Cabinet
has approved the repatriation of  Kumar  to her parent cadre with
immediate effect, the order said. She has been working on the post
since July 1, 2021, according to official records. Women and Child
Development Secretary Indevar Pandey has been given addition-
al charge of the post of Secretary, Minority Affairs with immedi-
ate effect till the appointment of a regular incumbent, it said.
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Barabanki (PTI): A man
was arrested for allegedly rap-
ing his six-year-old sister-in-law
here, police said on Thursday.
Following a complaint filed by
the victim's sister and the wife
of the accused, a case was  reg-
istered on Wednesday, they

said.  The woman claimed that
her husband assaulted and
raped her sister four days aga
while she was  not at home,
Additional Superintendent of
Police Manoj Pandey said. The
minor has been admitted to the
district hospital, police said.
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Lucknow University Vice-
Chancellor Prof AK Rai said

they have a roadmap after
achieving the NAAC A++
grade and they want to take the
university to international 
standards.

“We would like to strength-
en our position globally. The
thrust will be on various cate-
gories — small term, medium
term and long term. We are
requesting the authorities for
the restructuring of the
Lucknow University Act deal-
ing in certain aspects because
that restricts us. For example,
we cannot have a foreign fac-
ulty and our advertisements
have to be from Indian citizens.
But if we have to compete glob-
ally, we need to have people
from outside and hence both
procedural issues have to be
addressed on a long-term
basis,” he said.

Prof Rai said that regarding
the medium term plans, there
has to be complete intimation
to affiliated colleges and the
transfer of benefits of the New
Education Policy.

“Similar is the case of our
ranking internationally which
we need to improve but that
will take us time because of all
our collaborative activities.
This will be a medium-term
plan,” he said.

He added that Lucknow
University has started several
initiatives like the implementa-
tion of the New Education
Policy, benefits of which have
to reach the students.

“The integration of the
four district colleges is yet
another initiative while setting
up the Faculty of Agriculture
since we now have a College of
Agriculture will also be carried
out,” he said.

Regarding how the
Lucknow University was able to
get the desired NAAC ranking,
he said, “It was a  focused
approach with complete coop-
eration from majority of the
stakeholders.”

“The immediate advan-
tages that we have received
after getting the ranking
include a placement offer from
a well-known company. We got
the ranking on Tuesday and the
very next day, we got a call
from Amazon. Till now, we
were going after companies
but now they are reaching out
to us. This comes as an imme-
diate benefit and in the medi-
um term, we are planning to
have an open distance learning
programme. This is one thing
which we are going to start
right which was otherwise not
possible,” he added.

Commenting on strength-
ening research, he said that
they plan to strengthen the
research infrastructure.

“We have been able to
establish two interdisciplinary
research centres in the last
two years like the Institute of
Advanced Molecular Genetics.
My aim is to help research tran-
scend beyond science like com-
merce, law, arts, social science
etc,” he said

On whether he would ask
for additional grants for the
university from the state gov-
ernment, he said the sustain-
ability of an institute does not
depend on grants and it would
not take the institute any-
where. “Self-dependence is the
solution. The university has
taken several measures to
strengthen its finances and
explore its resources. For exam-
ple, centralised admissions is
one and increasing numbers of
foreign students is a good
source of revenue. We have
reinitiated several programmes
which gave us good returns and
with the NAAC grade improv-
ing, the number of students will
increase and so will the intake
of students.

Meanwhile, members of
the Meritorious Students’
Council met Prof Rai to con-
gratulate him on achieving the
NAAC A++ grade.

DSW Prof Poonam
Tandon and Dean (Faculty of
Arts) Prof Prem Suman were
also present during the interac-
tion. The council expressed joy
and vowed to keep working
towards the betterment of the
university and students.
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District Magistrate Surya Pal
Gangwar on Thursday car-

ried out a surprise inspection of
Gajharapurwa area in Vikas
Nagar where diarrhoea cases
had been reported. The district
magistrate also had an interac-
tion with locals.

He directed the managing
director of Jal Kal department
and project manager (sewage)
to catty out inspections for
detection of leakage in
pipelines. The Jal Kal depart-
ment informed the DM that the
water supply has been stopped
for the next six days and tankers
have been provided in the area
for the availability of drinking
water.

The DM appealed to peo-
ple to collect drinking water
from the tankers as long as the
survey was underway to detect
leakage in the pipelines.

He directed Lucknow

Nagar Nigam officials to carry
out a special cleanliness cam-
paign in Gajharapurwa.

He said strict monitoring
was being carried out by ASHA
workers and medical help was
being provided on priority. He
added that medical monitoring
would be carried out for the
next ten days and separate
arrangements were being made
to cleaning of the sewage line.

A medical team visited the
area and a medical camp was
also organised at the site. An

official from the CMO office
said that a medical mobile unit
has been deployed in the village
along with an ambulance.
Medicines were distributed
among the locals and eight
people had been admitted to
BRD College till Wednesday.
“ASHA workers and ANMs are
carrying out a survey of 172
houses in the area,” he said.

He added that instructions
have been given to people to
keep washing their hands with
soap throughout the day.

“People must have fresh
food and avoid outside food,
including cut fruits and vegeta-
bles. ORS solution should be
given to all those suffering
from diarrhoea and drinking
boiled water is also important.
Take water along if you are
going out and take special care
of the food for children and
senior citizens. Contact Nagar
Nigam if sewer lines are over-
flowing,” the DM said.
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Six samples of suspected
monkeypox cases were sent

for testing out of which three
tested negative while the result
of rest was awaited.

Giving this information,
State Surveillance Officer
Vikasendu Agarwal said that
till date, a total of six samples
have been sent for monkeypox
testing in the state — two each
from Gautam Buddha Nagar &
Ghaziabad and one each from
Auraiya & Firozabad. He said
one sample was sent by LNJP
in Delhi while another sent to
NIV in Pune by DSO,
Ghaziabad.

“The samples from
Auraiya, Firozabad and
Gautam Buddha Nagar were
tested at KGMU and all turned
out to be negative for monkey-

pox. The reports of Ghaziabad
and Gautam Buddha Nagar
samples are awaited,” he said.

Meanwhile, OMAG
(Organized Medicine
Academic Guild) president Dr
Ishwar Gilada said that the
mass smallpox vaccination pro-
gramme in India ended around
1979. “85% of those who
received the smallpox vaccine
have protection from getting
monkeypox while the rest will
be protected against the sever-
ity of the disease. Those above
42 years of age in India and
elsewhere are fairly well pro-
tected. Even all those below 42
years of age do not need the
smallpox vaccine. It has to be
a targeted vaccination, recom-
mended for those already
exposed or at a greater risk of
getting this virus infection,” he
explained.
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Minister of State (inde-
pendent charge) for

Environment, Forest, and
Climate Change Dr Arun
Kumar Saxena chaired a virtu-
al conference at the Forest
department headquarters in
Lucknow regarding the pre-
paredness for Harishankari
plantation from August 8 
to 15. 

“The joint planting of
saplings of banyan, peepal
and pakad is known as
‘Harishankari’. It is consid-
ered an act of virtue in Lord
Shiva temples and so devotees
plant ‘Harishankari’, especial-
ly in the Shiva temple premis-
es. These saplings are consid-
ered as Shiva, Vishnu and
Brahma respectively,” he
pointed out. 

“Harishankari takes the
form of a tree and provides
shade to people, food to differ-

ent types of birds and animals.
Moreover, large-scale planting
of Harishankari in the planta-
tion drive will help in the
expansion of forest and tree
cover in the state. Against the
target of 35 crore saplings
under the mega plantation
campaign, more than 30 crore
saplings have been planted in
the state so far,” he added. 

He appealed to the repre-
sentatives of various organisa-
tions participating in the con-
ference and people of the state
to contribute to the establish-
ment and protection of
‘Harishankari Vatika’ on a
large scale.

Additional Chief
Secretary, Environment, Forest
and Climate Change, Manoj
Singh said: “Till now, 100
crore saplings have been plant-
ed with the coordination of the
Forest department and other
departments from 2017 to
2022. From 2022 to 2027, 35

crore saplings will be planted
every year. Overall, a target of
planting 275 crore saplings has
been set in 10 years.”

He added, “These trees
will contribute to the environ-
mental balance by absorbing
13 lakh tonnes of carbon.
Banyan, peepal and pakad
saplings will be made available
from departmental nurseries
and to make this campaign a
success, active cooperation
should be ensured from social
organisations at the district
level.”

PCCF, UP, Mamta Sanjeev
Dubey directed the officials
concerned to follow the pre-
scribed standards while plant-
ing Harishankari. 

“The forest personnel will
have to protection the saplings
and take special care of them.
Active participation of the
public at large can help in
increasing the forest and tree
cover,” he said.
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World Hepatitis Day is
celebrated every year

on July 28, bringing the world
together under a single theme
to raise awareness of the glob-
al burden of viral hepatitis
and to inf luence real  
change.

There are mainly five
types of hepatitis viruses — A,
B, C, D and E. Hepatitis B and
C mainly leads to chronic
hepatitis and liver cancer in
some cases. More than 335
million people in the world
are currently infected with
Hepatitis B or Hepatitis C
virus which also accounts for
more than 13 million deaths
per year in the world.

A patient awareness pro-
gramme on the occasion of

World Hepatitis Day was con-
ducted in the Medicine OPD

of KGMU. Faculty members,
residents and paramedical

staff, along with 200 patients
and their attendants, were

present on the occasion.
Head of the department

Prof Virendra Atam spoke
about the contributions of
the medicine department in
the management of hepatitis
patients. Prof Kauser Usman
spoke about fatty liver dis-
eases while  Prof  SC
Chaudhari gave a brief insight
into alcohol- and toxin-
induced hepatitis. Other fac-
ulty members also presented
their views on prevention
and treatment of hepatitis. 

The patients who recov-
ered from Hepatitis B & C
also shared their experiences.
A vote of thanks was present-
ed by Dr Ajay Kumar Patwa.
The programme was con-
ducted by Dr Ajay Kumar
Patwa and Dr Deepak
Sharma.
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The Uttar Pradesh Chapter of
PHD Chamber of Commerce

and Industry organised an interac-
tive industry members’ meet at the
PHD House in Lucknow on
Thursday to discuss their past
and future activities along with the
current industry scenario of the
state and issues as well as chal-
lenges faced by business owners
and to create awareness primarily
on energy audit, new technologies
on energy efficiency and on financ-
ing EE projects.

Senior energy consultant,
UPNEDA, Girish Kumar gave a
detailed presentation on energy
audit and new technologies on
energy efficiency. He explained the

energy management system, its
implementation and also the scope
of energy audit. He also shared
some of the effective measures with
the audience for saving energy.
Kumar also explained  energy
efficiency technologies in various
SME sectors.

Director (Commercial), Green
Gas Ltd, Sharat Kumar said GGL
is committed to providing eco-
friendly natural gas and clean fuel
for several transport, domestic,
commercial and industrial opera-
tions. He said GGL is also facilitat-
ing conversions of commercial
and private vehicles into CNG
through external agencies by mak-
ing ready availability of quality gas
kits and creating a network of
workshops. He threw light on the

unparalleled benefits of using nat-
ural gas in various industrial oper-
ations instead of the convention-
al fuel.  

Resident director of the UP
Chapter of PHD Chamber Atul
Srivastava shed light on how they
have been acting as a catalyst in the
promotion of industry, trade and
entrepreneurship for the last 117
years. He also briefed the audience
about the outstanding benefits
provided by the Chamber to its
members in addressing their busi-
ness needs.

GM, IOCL, BB Goyal said
that Indian Oil has plans to scale
up its portfolio of renewable ener-
gy with solar, wind, etc for refin-
ery operations, thereby reaffirming
its commitment towards environ-

mental sustainability and reduction
of carbon footprints. He added that
Indian Oil is also poised to lever-
age India’s sustainable commit-
ments through multiple green ini-
tiatives, including increased use of
natural gas in all refineries,
ethanol-blended motor spirit, sale
of compressed biogas (CBG) and
production of biodiesel using
cooking oil as feedstock.

Chief manager, SME City
Centre, Bank of India, Abhinav
Kumar shed light on the various
schemes of the bank under the
credit facilities to small and medi-
um enterprises. He said that the
Bank of India has been acting as a
support system for the MSME
sector by handholding them in
their credit requirements. 
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Arefiner took over 116 kg
silver and 425 gm gold

blocks worth over Rs 1 crore
from five jewellers and did the
moonlight flit. The victims
registered five FIRs and peti-
tioned their case to senior offi-
cers. On the instructions of
Commissioner of Police DK
Thakur, different teams worked
on the case and arrested the
accused. He had also collected
gold and silver ornaments from
a jeweller named Alok Gupta.

He was identified as Amit
Agarwal of Bagh Mahanarayan
area in Chowk. He reportedly
confessed to his crime and
told the police that since his
business was not picking up
pace, he wanted to start it
anew in another city with a dif-
ferent identity. He was booked
for criminal breach of trust and
forgery. The police recovered
116.64 kg silver worth Rs 75
lakh, 425 gm gold (Rs 25 lakh),
over Rs 1 lakh in cash and two
luxury cars. He told the police
that he suffered huge losses in
business due to lack of fore-
sightedness and could not
return the silver he had taken
from different jewellers for
refining.

Amit said the jewellers
trusted him as he had been in
the business for a long time. A
week ago, he took huge quan-
tity of gold and silver from dif-
ferent jewellers, including one
Amar Singh, and later disap-
peared. A couple of days later,
Singh called him but Amit did
not attend the calls and later

switched off his phone. Amar
Singh then lodged a case in this
connection.

Initially, the police treated
the case as a dispute out of trust
deficit and did not pay heed to
Amar’s pleas. Amar then peti-
tioned the case to senior offi-
cers. It was then that the inves-
tigation of the case gained
momentum. A domestic help
of Amit tipped off police after
which different teams worked
on the case and arrested him
from Jhansi.

CP, Lucknow, DK Thakur
said the police interrogated
Amit’s domestic helps, employ-

ees and driver. It surfaced that
Amit, along with his family,
domestic help Vaibhav Singh
and driver Ayaz, left for
Khajuraho and then travelled
to Gurgaon via Jhansi and
Delhi. In Gurgaon, Amit got
four SIM cards issued on the
IDs of his staff and driver. He
then moved to Jhansi again and
got the cars parked in the
parking slots at Jhansi railway
station. He then moved to
Gurgaon via cars hired by trav-
el agencies. He again reached
Jhansi where he called some of
his acquaintances belonging
to Datia in Madhya Pradesh

and handed them silver and
gold packets.

Amit’s staff who were with
him during his stay in Jhansi
and at other places said they
suspected that he had commit-
ted some big fraud.

Thakur said the police
recovered Amit’s cars and also
put his number on surveillance.
“Amit’s location was found to
be in Jhansi and a team nabbed
him from there. The blocks of
silver and gold were also recov-
ered. Over Rs 1 lakh in cash
was also recovered from the
possession of the accused,” he
said.
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Lucknow (PNS):  A BSc
(Nursing) student ended his
life at his house in Para police
station area on Thursday.
Reports said Shubham Patel
(18) of Hardoi was staying in
a rented house in Yogipuram
locality of Para. House owner
Reshma Chaurasia found him
hanging from the ceiling with
a scarf  tied around his neck.
The police informed the fam-
ily of the deceased and sent
the body for autopsy. The
incident was reported around
6 am on Thursday.

Meanwhile, a man ended
his life in Nagram after his
wife left for her parents’ house
following a verbal spat.
Reports said Ramu of
Mahuabagh locality did not
wake up on Thursday morn-
ing and his mother went to his
room. She found him hanging
from the ceiling with a rope
tied around his neck. Reports
said Ramu was sad since his
wife Komal left for her par-
ents’ house in Barabanki six
months back. Differences
cropped up between Ramu
and Komal over some person-
al issues.

In another incident, a 45-
year-old man, identified as
Sartaj Hussain of Karbala
Talkatora, succumbed to
injuries he had suffered in a
road mishap on Wednesday. 

Reports said Sartaj was
crossing the road when a
speeding motorcyclist
knocked him down and sped
off. He was admitted to
KGMU Trauma Centre where
he died on Thursday morning.
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Students of City Montessori School,

Rajajipuram Campus II, celebrated World
Nature Conservation Day on Thursday and
spread awareness about the importance of
environment conservation through a cycle
rally, street play and various cultural items. They
also called for people’s participation in the cam-
paign. Earlier, CMS, Rajajipuram Campus II,
principal Anupama Checker flagged off the cycle
rally which started from the campus and cov-
ered an area of 4 km. Besides, a team of 10 stu-

dents enacted a street play titled ‘Paryavaran ke
Suraksha Jeevan ke Raksha’ at three places.

���	��
A differently-abled farmer, along with his

family members and villagers, staged a sit-in at
the Eco Garden Park to protest the high-hand-
edness of police and attempts by land sharks to
usurp his land in Dubagga. Biknu of Begariya
locality said some people backed by land sharks
were attempting to grab his parental land. “When
I go to the police station, I am shooed away
because I am poor,” he said.
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District Magistrate Visakh
G Aiyer, while inspecting

the Panki thermal plant on
Thursday said the plant got
delayed due to COVID-19 but
assured that it will become
functional from January 30,
2024. He directed the officials
concerned to ensure that all
work was accomplished on
assigned dates. He said boiler
light up should be completed
by February 28, 2023, and
coal firing should be complet-
ed by August 31 next year.

He said this plant will
produce a total of 660 MW
electricity and this will be the
first time that operations of
such a huge project will be car-
ried out from Kanpur and the
source of this thermal plant
will also be the effluent of the
Bingawan Sewage Treatment
Plant (STP). He said this will
help in water conservation,
will be a zero waste water

emission and provide power to
the entire state. He said this
will make Uttar Pradesh self-
reliant in power generation. 

Aiyer said this plant will

be exclusive and a strategic
wastewater management sys-
tem that ensured that there
will be no discharge of indus-
trial wastewater into the envi-

ronment.  He said it was
achieved by treating waste-
water through recycling and
then recovery and reuse for
industrial purpose. He said

zero waste promoted a circu-
lar material flow that allowed
materials to be used over and
over reducing the need for
landfill space.  He said through
zero waste the number of tox-
ins released into the air and
water will also be decreased
and products examined to
determine what chemicals
were used in the production
process.

He said once this plant
became functional it would
not only cater to the need of
Kanpur but also the entire
state. He said when Kanpur
was becoming a Smart City
there was emergent need for
becoming self-reliant in power
supply. He the face of Kanpur
was changing and this plant
will be of great help for giving
further momentum to indus-
trialisation and economic
progress. RP Saxena along
with project manager,
Samrendra Saha and several
other officials were present.
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World Nature
Conservation Day is

observed on July 28 to create
awareness among people about
the importance and signifi-
cance of natural resources and
highlighted that a healthy envi-
ronment was the base for a sta-
ble and healthy society. Natural
resources included air, miner-
als, plants, soil, water and
wildlife. It encompassed pre-
serving the diversity of species,
genes and ecosystems as well as
environmental services such as
nutrient cycling as well.

This was stated by noted
soil scientist, Dr Khaleel Khan,

Chandra Shekhar Azad
University of Agriculture and
Technology (CSAUA&T) while
addressing the workshop on
World Nature Conservation
Day at Kailash Bhawan on
Thursday.  He said conserva-
tion and preservation were
equivalents yet different. He
said nature gave all what a
human required. He said the
prominent reason to conserve
nature and its resources is to
sustain life by promoting eco-
logical balance, to ensure that
future generations had access
to the resources, to  protect
biodiversity and to safeguard
the survival of the human
race.

He said transition zones

between distinct ecosystems
had expanded as human pop-
ulations and agricultural land
clearance had increased.  He
said this caused species from
diverse environments to min-
gle and interact in novel ways.
He said these increased  con-
servation actions can enhance
ecosystem services, encour-
age sustainability and help us
maintain a healthier environ-
ment. Conservation can main-
tain natural resources for
future generations to use,
focusing on the well-being
and longevity of our planet.
Nature conservation comes in
many forms with each one
aiming to benefit all living
organisms on earth.
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Afake Crime Branch (CB)
team comprising a circle

officer, a sub-inspector and
three constables raided the
house of a block pramukh in
New Azad Nagar outpost area
under Vidhnu police station
early on Thursday morning
and demanded Rs 5 lakh bribe
from him for suspending the
search operation. Suspecting
the identity of team members,
the security guard called the
police which immediately
rushed to the spot and took all
the imposters into custody.
According to reports, the
house of a block pramukh is
situated near Sainik Chauraha,
New Azad Nagar, Vidhnu. At
5 am on Thursday, five cops
including a circle officer, a
sub-inspector and three con-
stables posing as members of
the Crime Branch, raided his
house and carried out search
operation. During it they
started mounting pressure on
the block pramukh and other
family members on pretext of
the raid. When the block pra-
mukh got scared on their ask-
ing for submitting details of
properties, they demanded
Rs 5 lakh bribe for suspend-
ing the search operation.
Meanwhile, suspecting the
identity of cops, the security
guard of the block pramukh
informed the police.

Immediately New Azad Nagar
outpost incharge Mukesh
Bajpai along with force rushed
to the spot and took all the
imposters to police station.
During search police recov-
ered fake identity cards of a
circle officer, a sub-inspector
and three constables from
their possession. SHO Prakash
Chandra Sharma said accused
were being quizzed and facts
of the case will be divulged
after investigation. 

CLASH: Panic prevailed
in Pheelkhana police area

when members of two groups
clashed and indulged in a
scuffle over a dispute of main-
taining supremacy in the
locality late on Wednesday
night. They also lobbed
bombs at each other.
Immediately, local police
rushed to the spot and arrest-
ed three persons. Both the
groups had also clashed in
Halsey Road in the past.
According to reports, Arsh Rai
alias Harsh Yadav, Ujjwal
Sonkar and Aniket of a group
held duel with Chetan Dubey

and his accomplice of anoth-
er group near Pheelkhana
police station late on
Wednesday night. After a
heated argument, both the
groups lobbed bombs at each
other in succession. 

This cause panic in the
locality and residents were
forced to remain confined to
their houses. On coming to
know about the incident, DCP
(West) Pramod Kumar and
SHO Pheelkhana Amit Kumar
Bhadana rushed to the spot
and took stock of the situa-
tion. During the scuffle Arsh
sustained serious head injury
while Ujjwal some minor
injury marks. Police took
Arsh, Ujjwal and Chetan
Dubey into custody and sent
the seriously injured Arsh to
KPM Hospital for treatment.
SHO Amit Kumar Bhadana
said the clash took place over
a dispute over maintaining
supremacy in the locality
when members of both the
groups lobbed bombs of very
low intensity. Raids were on to
nab the absconding mem-
bers. 

About six months ago,
both the groups had also
clashed on Halsey Road over
a dispute over eve-teasing. If
no complaint was received
police would lodge an FIR and
initiate action against them
after investigations, he added. 
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Ajewellery shop was burgled
in Sanigwa under Chakeri

police station area late on
Wednesday night. The incident
came to light on Thursday
morning when the jeweller
reached there to open it.
However, the exact amount of
loss could not be ascertained so
far. Rajneesh Soni, district vice-
president of Adarsh Vyapar
Mandal, owns jewellery shop
on Sanigwa road in the name
of Prakash Jewellers. On
Thursday morning he found its
shutters broken and jewellery
missing. 

After informing the
Sanigwa outpost incharge
about the incident, when none
of the cops reached the spot till
late noon, dozens of traders
staged an agitation and raised
anti-police slogans. They also
announced to meet the City
Police Commissioner to
apprise him about the ‘lack-
adaisical’ attitude of local
police. Thereafter Chakeri SHO
Shailendra Singh reached the
spot and after taking the com-
plaint from the victim got the
matter pacified. 

He said the exact amount
of loss could not be ascertained
so far. However, after lodging
an FIR, efforts would be made
to nab the thieves, he said. 
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General secretary of Sakhi
Kendra Neelam

Chaturvedi while addressing
a workshop on  “Think Tank”
at Merchants Chamber audi-
torium on Thursday said it
aimed at apprising teenaged
girls and women of weaker
sections as how to make their
lives better and more com-
fortable. She said there were
umpteen challenges and thus
this workshop will work out
ways to tackle such situation
and prepare women to take
up the challenges as well.

She said marginalised
rural women make a sizeable
portion of the Indian popu-
lation but they were key con-
tributors to agricultural pro-
duction, food security, cli-
mate advocacy, enterprise
and citizenship.  She said
ironically  active contribution
and effort of rural women
were not recognised and their
ful l  potent ia l  remained
untapped. 

She said Sakhi Kendra
was making best efforts, espe-
cially in the area of adult edu-
cation and training, and
added that investing and
building the capacities of
rural women will improve
their business, social, eco-
nomic and financial skills. 

Chaturvedi said capacity
building and adult training
range from providing adult
education, life and social
skills training can be chan-
neled to help rural women to
be empowered.  She said one
of the greatest barriers to the
sustainable development of
women was their lack of
access to quality adult educa-
tion and training.  She said

when women had access to
quality holistic personal,
emotional and entrepreneur-
ial development training
opportunities, they will be
empowered to speak for
themselves.  She said they
become confident and can
speak up against every abuse
and violence. 

She said another area
which needed lot of promo-
tion was vocational skills and
business and said that rural
women were looking for dif-
ferent ways to be empowered
through hands-on skills,
entrepreneurship and micro
business expansions. She said
one can contribute to help
rural women gain direct
vocational skills training or
business idea expansion
opportunities. She added that
currently they were eagerly
looking for news to enhance
their daily living activities
and to become more efficient
in all sectors within their
community. 

Chaturvedi said another
area was access of financial
facil it ies and said rural
women were consistently
looking for different avenues
to access microloans, farming
tools, business management
and operational tools. 

She said a woman who
had committed herself to
work will do more and mul-
tiply her efforts if she had
access to basic tools for effec-
tiveness and productivity. She
said another area of concern
was women’s health. 

She added women were
primarily vulnerable to every
form of health issues in dif-
ferent communities and they
face all forms of health chal-
lenges.
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Deputy Medical Officer, Dr
AK Singh while addressing

presspersons at his office on
Thursday said at present the
weather was f luctuating
between hot and cold weather.
He said this weather always
reduced the immunity of a per-
son and thus it engendered the
need to remain vigilant to dis-
eases and consume nutritious
and fresh food in this season.
He said monsoon gave rise to
food poisoning, cough, cold,
diarrhoea, fever and thus spe-
cial care had to be taken in the
season.

He said during monsoon
on account of stagnant water

there was always a rise in vec-
tor-borne diseases like malar-
ia and dengue. He said there
was a sharp rise in water-
borne disease along with vec-
tor-borne disease and the hos-
pitals were inundated with
patients of the two major dis-
eases. 

He said the reason for rise
in vector-borne disease was
stagnant water in potholes and
craters on the roads. 

He said the fields were
inundated with water which led
to rise of more vector-borne
disease in rural areas. 

He said in case of any
health problem residents of
suburban areas need to contact
the nearest health centre. He

said for urban residents they
can contact the nearest govern-
ment hospital.

He said communicable dis-
eases were easily spread and
thus one had to wash hands fre-
quently and use mask. He
advised people to wash vegeta-
bles carefully and properly as
bacteria reached homes
through vegetables as well. He
advised people to refrain from
eating outside or roadside
foods. 

He said people need to
keep themselves hydrated and
there should be proper intake
of water. 

He said proper sleep was
highly essential for good health
as it improved immunity.
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Varanasi (PNS): Eastern UP
Exporters’ Association
(EUPEA) on Thursday
demanded the government at
Centre to declare Varanasi as
Town of Export Excellence so
that this commercial capital of
the eastern belt of the state
could be upgraded to compete
with China and other competi-
tors in the field of export. It has
also shot off a letter to the
Director General, Foreign
Trade (DGFT) regarding its
demand.

Talking to the pressper-
sons here, the president of
EUPEA Amitabh Kant, vice-
president Anupam Agrawal,
general secretary Anil Kumar
Agrawal and treasurer Raj
Kunwar informed that there is
an immense possibilities of

the export in Varanasi and
added that there are 15 GI
products in the district which
have set a new standard of the
export in their respective fields
during last a few years.

This city has recorded the
export of over Rs 565 crore pre-
vious year in which the contri-
bution of handicraft, hand-
loom, carpet, Banarasi saree,
etc was of around Rs 150 crore,
they informed. 

The manufacturers of the
city would get financial aid
from the government and they
would get better infrastructure
for the export of their products,
after the city would get a sta-
tus of Town of Export
Excellence, they informed,
adding that the fairs and exhi-
bitions would also be organised

to attract the international buy-
ers. Moreover, the exporters,
manufacturers and traders not
only of the district but also of
the adjoining districts would
get a level playing field to
compete with China and other
competitors in the field of
export by showing better per-
formance.

This region has immense
possibilities of overall develop-
ment in the fields of hotel,
tourism, agriculture and food
products and the exporters,
manufacturers of handloom &
handicraft, weavers and arti-
sans would get benefits if the
city is declared Town of Export
Excellence, they said further
and hoped that the DGFT
would pay serious considera-
tion to the demand
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National President of
Samajwadi Party (SP) and

Leader of Opposition in state
legislative assembly Akhilesh
Yadav said that the party has
already started preparations
for 2024 Lok Sabha elections.
In an informal talk to the
media persons at Lal Bahadur
Shastri International Airport,
Babatpur here on Thursday, the
former Chief Minister Yadav
also said that the SP would re-
capture Rampur and Azamgarh
parliamentary seats, once again.
Akhilesh came here by a private
aircraft and after a brief stay at
the airport he went to Jaunpur
by car to attend a programme
organised on the death
anniversary of late Hansraj Jag
Nandan Yadav at Khuaw village
under Mariahu police station.

When asked about his pic-
tures performing
Rudrabhishek, Akhilesh said
that he did not need to learn a
lesson on religion from the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
‘The BJP is a party which uses
religion with politics,’ he said.
Ex-CM strongly launched a
scathing attack on the central
government for increasing the
rates of Goods and Service Tax
(GST) and said that the BJP-led
government had imposed tax
on the milk which is offered to
Baba Bholenath.

Training his gun further on
the BJP, Akhilesh said that the
BJP government was misusing
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) to put pressure on the
opposition. According to him,

during the regime of BJP, the
corruption has increased
alarmingly and recently inau-
gurated Bundelkhand Express
is its example where within 10
days after its inauguration, big
potholes were visible there
which just hinted at prevailing
corruption and not following
the standard norms in the con-
struction and development
works.    

In a question over the
party’s alliance with Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party (SBSP),
he also blamed the BJP for
mounting pressures on the
alliance partners to divorce
their relations with the rival

parties. He said that afraid of
BJP, the SBSP president Om
Prakash Rajbhar had given
some statements against him. It
was the first time when he was
alleged of distributing tickets by
taking money, he said in a satir-
ic mood. Reacting over the
statement of ‘AC’ given by
Rajbhar, the SP president said
that some other’s soul has
entered the body of Rajbhar
who now needs treatment.

When asked about the
recent acts of his uncle and
president of Pragatisheel
Samajwadi Party Shivpal Singh
Yadav, he just said that he was
not able to respect his uncle so

he left him free to serve the
farmers, helpless and poor in
his own way. Earlier, when
Akhilesh arrived at the airport,
senior party leaders including
former UP Minister Surendra
Patel, MLAs Ragini  Sonkar
(Machhalishahr), Toofani Saroj
(Kerakat), and Lucky Yadav
(Malhani), Manoj Rai
Dhoopchandi, Varanasi city
president Vishnu Sharma,
women’s wing chief Puja Yadav,
Kishan Dixit, district presi-
dent Sujit Yadav (Lakkad
Pahalwan), Jubair Ahmed,
Sadhu Yadav, Guddu Rajbhar
and many others accorded
warm welcome to the ex-CM.
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The continuous rising water
level of river Ganga has

posed a serious threat of floods
not only in Varanasi but also in
this belt of Purvanchal (eastern
UP). As the rising speed of
water has been maintained, it
has increased the worries of the
residents of low lying areas. In
this holy city, the links between
one ghat to other have already
been disconnected, posing a
problem now to the devotees as
well as Kanwarias, arriving in
thousands daily during the
auspicious month of Shravan,
to enter the Shri Kashi
Vishwanath Dham (corridor)
from Lalita Ghat easily as many
now are preferring to reach
there through the lanes.

The river water has already
touched the feet of Sheetla
Mata Mandir and several low
lying temples located at 84-odd
internationally famous ghats
have already either partially or
fully inundated into the river
water. Famous hanging temple
near Scindia Ghat has sub-
merged half of it into the river
water. As per the report of
Middle Ganga Division-III of

Central Water Commission
(CWC), the river has main-
tained its rising trend as its
water level has increased by 30
mm per hour at 8 am on
Thursday. The same speed was
also seen between upstream
Mirzapur and downstream
Ballia. The water level of river
Ganga was recorded at 64.58
metres, while it was flowing at

63.8 metres a day ago. During
the last 24 hours, its level
increased sharply by 78 cm.
Right from the upstream
Phaphamau and Allahabad to
downstream Ballia including
Mirzapur, Varanasi and
Ghazipur, the river was record-
ed rising. The river was record-
ed at 53.61 metres against a
warning level of 56.615 metres

in Ballia.
Among the other rivers

Rihand was rising at Rihand
Dam while Sone at Bansagar
Dam, Gomti steady both at
upstream Sultanpur and down-
stream Jaunpur, Chhoti Sarju
steady at Azamgarh but falling
at Mau, Tons steady at
Chakghat and Kanhar at
Duddhi in Sonbhadra district.
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The health employees on
Thursday continued their

agitation and staged a token
demonstration at Pt Deen
Dayal District Government
Hospital and other govern-
ment hospitals by being absent
from the health services for two
hours in protest against the
high handedness made by the
authority for making transfer of
employees against the transfer
policy.

On the call given by State
Employee’s Joint Council, UP,
the health employees launched
agitation on July 20 last and
worked by tying black ribbons
on their hands till July 24 in
protest against the transfer
policy of the authority. In the
continuance of their agitation,
the health employees have been
staging a token demonstra-
tion for two hours by being
absent from the health services
from July 26 which entered the
third day on Thursday.

The employees of all the
government hospitals joined
the agitation and in this order,
the health employees of Pt
Deen Dayal Upadhyay District
Government Hospital demon-
strated in the hospital premis-
es in Orderly Bazar here and
submitted a memorandum to
the district administration to be
forwarded to the Chief

Minister.
The agitated employees

said that the authority made
high handedness in making
transfers of employees and the
employees were also trans-
ferred against the transfer pol-
icy of the government. The
employees who have just two
years in the retirement, were
transferred to other districts
and moreover, the ill employ-
ees were also transferred to
other districts which is against
the transfer policy of the gov-
ernment, they blamed, adding
that such employees were also
transferred to other districts
who had joined in the district
just one year or two years ago
while contrary to this, there are
number of employees, who
have been working here for the
last many years, were not trans-
ferred.

There is a policy that if the
employees are husband and
wife, they would be posted in
the same district but the
authority in the Health depart-
ment transferred the husband
and wife to different districts
which is against the transfer
policy.

Similarly, the authority
made high handedness in
changing the tables of the
employees going against the
policy regarding this, they
blamed and demanded the
withdrawal of the transfer of

such employees who were
transferred against the
transfer policy of the govern-
ment. They submitted a mem-
orandum of their demand to
the district administration to be
forwarded to the Chief
Minister.

Among those who joined
the token demonstration by
boycotting their works for two
hours included Sunil Pandey,
Rakesh Kumar Singh, Mahant
Yadav, Ram Badan Yadav,
Rajesh Kumar Singh, Praveen
Pandey, Raj Kumar, Shamsher
Ali and Ashok Yadav.

A A P P R O T E S T S
AGAINST RISING INFLA-
TION : The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Thursday staged a
demonstration in protest
against the high  inflation rate
and GST levied on kitchen and
other necessary items.

The activists of AAP gath-
ered at Shastri Ghat here tried
to take out a protest march to
the district headquarter but the
police stopped them on the
way. Thereafter, they demon-
strated to raise their protest
against the high inflation rate
and GST levied on food and
other necessary items. 

The people are already fac-
ing the skyrocketing price of
daily use items and the decision
of the central government to
levy GST on kitchen items has
left no option before the com-

mon people except to remain
hungry.

The GST was levied even
on the milk of children; they
blamed and added that the gov-
ernment is doing nothing for
the children but is taking deci-
sions in the interest of indus-
trialists and capitalists.
Contrary to this, the govern-
ment reduced the corporate tax
(tax levied on capitalists) from
30 to 22 per cent, they blamed
adding that the country would
have to face a loss in thousands
of crores.   

The government has no
fund for the farmers, to control
the inflation rate and provide
employment to unemployed
youths but contrary to this, it
has money to waive off the loan
of some capitalists. 

The value of rupees is
falling against the dollar and it
will benefit some capitalists but
the government is taking no
step to check it effectively, they
blamed and threatened that the
party would intensify its agita-
tion against the faulty policy of
the government if it failed in
taking a concrete step to check
the rising dearness.

They also submitted a
memorandum to the district
administration to be forward-
ed to the President of India.
Pawan Kumar Tiwari, Rama
Shankar Patel and others joined
the demonstration.

%
��
	�����
�	4�
4��������	���	
0*0<	(�	4����7	��"�	����
��

�����
���
���"���
���=���+�����*���������������:�����������&������ ���������������������������������������������������������������������

��

'�����	=����	4��
�	�����
���
���	��	������2���		

9�
���
+
���(���+
��	�����
�������
����:�����������&������ <����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�

'�	��.�������������	���
�������	�����

�<$$2��<1@21+		�'(�)�#*�

DIG (Police) RP Singh has
directed the cops to make

all arrangements in advance in
view of Kanwar Yatra,
Moharram, Raksha Bandhan
Krishna Janmashtami etc. He
also directed the officials con-
cerned to keep all the budget
related records updated. Such
directions were issued by him
while holding the range level
meeting of officials related to
Radio branch and Accounts
branch in his office on
Wednesday.

Addressing the meeting
the DIG directed to conduct
regular patrolling, keep a close
watch on Kanwar Yatra and
solve pending disputes related
to Moharram, if any, in advance

He directed the cops of Radio
branch to keep all equipment
operational so that compli-
ance of orders of senior author-
ities could be done timely. He
directed the staff to remain
updated with wireless orders.
The cops were directed to con-
tinue patrolling in the markets,
streets, especially during festi-
vals.      The staff related to
accounts was directed to clear
all allowances of the concerned
timely etc.

CONCLUDES: In the
series of programmes under
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ a
two day Cultural Talent Hunt
competition concluded at the
auditorium of Zila Panchayat
on Wednesday. District
Information Officer (DIO) Om
Prakash Upadhyay said a QR

code-based identity card was to
be issued to participants and
only registered artists in e-
directory could perform in the
programmes organised by the
government. He said 46 cultur-
al teams participated and per-
formed stage show within two
days. He said programme was
held to promote folk art and
participants exhibited their tal-
ent related to folk song, tribal
dance, Ramlila and other local
art. As many as 29 teams pre-
sented Kajali, 12 teams –
Biraha, two teams–  bhajan and
two teams folk dance and one
team played Sitar. Judges on the
occasion were music teacher of
KBPG College Namrata
Mishra, music teacher of
Sundar Mundar Inter
College Jyoti Verma, adminis-

trative officer Collectorate
Ashok Kumar Shakya, assistant
regional tourism officer
Naveen Kumar and DIO OP
Upadhyay.

LAUNCHED: New vari-
ant of Brezza was launched by
city magistrate Vinay Kumar
Singh at Maruti showroom
‘Star Cars’ on Wednesday.
Giving details of the special fea-
tures of modified model GM
dealership Ravi Jain said it
was equipped with modern
facilities like 360° camera, six
airbags, wireless charging,
head-up display etc. The pro-
gramme was conducted by
Satyam Agrawal and vote of
thanks was proposed by MD
Satish Agrawal. Dheer Pratap
Jaiswal, Awadhesh Pandey and
others were present.
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The water level of Ganga and
Yamuna has picked up pace

since Wednesday evening. The
water released from Haridwar,
Narora and Kanpur dams is
now reaching here. The effects
of risen water level are visible
in Phaphamau ghat of Ganga
and Chhatnag, Naini Ghat of
Yamuna. Here the water level is
rising at the rate of four cen-
timeters per hour. Also, there
are signs of danger in the
coastal areas due to the rise in
the water level of both the
rivers.

After the rainfall in hilly
areas, the local rain showers
are showing their impact in
Prayagraj. Due to excessive
rains,  the water from
Haridwar, Narora as well as
Kanpur dams is being released
into the Ganga.

According to the
Irrigation Flood Control
Room, the water level of
Ganga in Phaphamau was at
78.09 on Thursday evening
whereas on Wednesday it was
77.19. The water level in
Chhatnag was measured at
71.50 meters. The water level
of the Yamuna river at Naini

was recorded at 77.64 meters.
It was recorded at 76.85
meters on Wednesday and
75.86 meters on Tuesday. If we
look at these figures, the water
in Phaphamau is increasing at
a speed of more than four cm
per hour.

People living in the coastal

areas are frightened by the
speed of rising water level.
The priests are busy in remov-
ing the checkpoints from the
Sangam, the shops set up here
are also being removed due to
the alert. 

The area of erosoin has
started increasing gradually

towards Ramghat,
Phaphamau, Salori. In the
coming week  it will definite-
ly increase the problems. The
denizens are quite worried
about the present situation as
the water will now rapidly
move towards the population
after the erosion.
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Authorities of the
Madhyamik Shiksha

Parishad, Uttar Pradesh, pop-
ularly known as UP Board,
have written to the police high-
er-ups to check publication
and circulation of textbooks of
class IXth to XIIth by unautho-
rized publishers and printers
who are selling them illegally at
high prices in the markets.

Secretary, Madhyamik
Shiksha Parishad, Divya Kant
Shukla told the reporters that
they have written a letter to the
senior superintendent of police,
Prayagraj appealing him to

take stern measures against
unauthorized publishers selling
textbooks on higher prices
under the name of National
Council of Educational
Research and Training
(NCERT).” He said NCERT,
New Delhi has sanctioned the
copyright of publishing and cir-
culation of 67 NCERT text
books of 34 subjects for class-
es IXth to XIIth to the
Madhyamik Shiksha Parishad,
Prayagraj for the academic ses-
sion 2022-23.

He added, “The
Madhyamik Shiksha Parishad
authorities have identified three
publishers — one from Agra

and two from Jhansi —
through E-tender and autho-
rised them to print and circu-
late textbooks.” After receiving
the payment for royalty and
GST from the authorised pub-
lishers, the amount was to be
paid to the NCERT, New Delhi,
said the official.

However, the UP Board
authorities came to know that
some unauthorized publish-
ers were involved in printing
and selling textbooks illegally.
They were even printing
NCERT on the unauthorised
textbooks and minting money
from gullible customers. These
unauthorised publishers were

extorting money two to five
times from the customers in
the Sangam city alone, UP
Board officials said.

The unauthorised publish-
ers were not only cheating the
children, but also denting the
government exchequer.

Shukla said that teams of
UP Board have carried out a
series of raids on book stalls
and served notices to some
shopkeepers after they were
caught selling unauthorised
textbooks. A senior police offi-
cial said that a probe has been
launched into the issue and
measures would be taken
accordingly.
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This time camels, horses,
sticks and swords will not

be used in the procession of
Moharram. Action will be
taken against those doing fenc-
ing and stunts during the pro-
cession. The procession can be
taken out with tradition and
simplicity. Tight security
arrangements will be made
around the old city and
Karbala.

Police and administrative
officials held a meeting with

Tajiyadars, members of the
peace committee, civil defense
and elite citizens in the Four
Seasons lawn of Kareli for
peace on Muharram. 

During this, the Tajiyadars,
including those leading the
procession of Moharram, were
clearly told that camels, hors-
es, sticks, weapons, swords
should not be used under any
circumstances. It is also illegal
to perform fencing and stunts
along the way, which have
been banned. By doing this, the
violators will be identified and

strict action will be taken
against the offenders. SSP
Shailesh Kumar Pandey, SP
City Dinesh Kumar Singh
emphasized on observing
Moharram by taking out the
procession in traditional way
with simplicity. Along with
this, the instructions were also
given to maintain the Ganga-
Jamuni tehzeeb to maintain a
peaceful environment.

It was also said in the
meeting that if any person
tries to disturb peace, then
effective action will be taken

immediately. Any misleading
message surfacing on the social
media needs no attention. Strict
action will be taken against
anyone spreading fake news or
rumours. The Tajiyadars
promised full cooperation to
the police-administration while
observing Moharram. 

Taking up other problems
like bad road  conditions, water
logging and no street lights,
they demanded redressal, so
that no inconvenience should
be faced in taking out the pro-
cession.
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PRAYAGRAJ (PNS) :
Authorities of the Staff
Selection Commission (SSC)
would be filling up 7,686 vacant
posts in various Central gov-
ernment offices through the
Combined Graduate Level
Exam (CGLE)-2021. Besides
3,024 unreserved seats, these
include 897 posts reserved
for economically weaker
section (EWS) candidates,
1,858 for Other Backward
Class (OBC), 703 for Scheduled
Tribe (ST) and 1,204 for

Scheduled Caste (SC) aspi-
rants.

SSC had declared the result
of the Tier-1 exam on July 4. As
per the result, a total of 1,56,387
candidates cleared the SSC
CGL Tier 1 exam. Now in the
next phase for those qualifying
Tier-1, the Tier-2 examina-
tion is all set to be held on
August 8 and August 10 in two
shifts.

“On August 8, paper-1 and
paper-2 exam will be held that
is mandatory for all candidates

while paper-3 will be held on
August 10 for shortlisted can-
didates vying for the post of
junior statistical officer from
10am to 12am and paper-4
from 2pm to 4pm for those
vying for the posts of assistant
accounts officer.

These exams will be con-
ducted in computer-based
mode,” said SSC central region’s
regional director Rahul Sachan.
A total of around 19 lakh reg-
istered candidates across the
country, 4.97 lakh candidates

were from Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar which comes under SSC,
Prayagraj-based central zone
headquarters. Admit cards of
the candidates will be soon
available on SSC’s official web-
site— ssc-cr.org .

“This CGL Tier-2 exam
will be followed by the
Combined Graduate Level
(Tier 3) exam that is scheduled
to be held on August 21, 2022.
The CGL (Tier 3) exam is to be
held in pen and paper mode,”
he added.
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Sir — Serum Institute of India is planning
to develop a vaccine against monkeypox and
is in talks regarding this with partners. It
clearly shows how India is leading in the field
of medical science and vaccination research
and development. Also, the institute exports
vaccines globally which will elevate India's
role in the vaccine industry and will lead to
a collaboration with global pharma compa-
nies. The world has already seen India's
prowess in vaccine development when
Serum Institute's covishield was not only
used to vaccinate Indians but has been
exported to other countries as well. Thus it
will lead to India becoming a global leader
in the field of vaccine research.

Ashwini Tomar | Ujjain

�	�
��������	����������	��	�	�
Sir — Refer The Pioneer(27th July, 22),
Admit Medical students The government of
India has fulfilled its obligation by
'Operation Ganga' - an evacuation process
and brought back home Indians safely from
Ukiran when Russia launched the invasion
of Ukraine on February 24. Around 22,500
Indian nationals - mostly students - have
returned from war-hit Ukraine to India since
February.

The Centre government should come
to the aid of these youngsters who are in seri-
ous distress and who already have spent large
money for their admission in Ukraine and
China, and had to return mid-way from
their courses amid the war in Ukraine and
the Pandemic in China. The government
should make a special plan to admit these
medical students to various government col-
leges and private medical colleges in the
country by relaxing the rules "in the inter-
est of the country and public at large.

India has a large medical education
infrastructure with 612 medical colleges with
90695 seats for MBBS courses, more than
300 are Govt. medical colleges,49 are
deemed medical colleges and the remain-
ing are private medical colleges.

Even if the Russian-Ukraine conflict
ends which looks unlikely, these students can
not go back as already massive damage is
done to the infrastructure of various med-
ical colleges and institutions in Ukraine in
the Russian attack.

Hence, in the interest of these young-
sters, the Government can amend by ordi-
nance the National Medical Commission
(NMC) rules, which do not allow the trans-
fer of students who are pursuing medical
courses abroad and have to return home
midway, in medical colleges here between
academic sessions.

Even the government can add one more
semester in their courses for the clinical
training for these returning students so they
can match Indian education standards.

Ramesh G Jethwani | Bangalore
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Sir — According to the reports, three hun-
dred bridges, small and big, were damaged
and about five hundred kilometers of
roads were dilapidated this Monsoon. The

six bridges of Gwalior-Chambal were bro-
ken, and their construction has not start-
ed to date. Earlier the government was not
in a position to provide funds, so the pro-
posal got stuck. 

But when  the approval of the fund was
received, the process got entangled. These
matters cannot be ignored, because, along
these roads, the public's trust in the govern-
ment is also broken, like a bridge-culvert,
the expectations of the common man also
collapse, which he keeps from the govern-
ment for development.

The government routinely suspends
some officials and blacklists companies

People are now beginning to under-
stand that suspension is not a punishment
and how will the loss of crores caused by
blacklisting the company be compensated?

The government should ensure better
qulaity and speedy delivery of infra projects. 

Divyansha Sharma | Ujjain
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ner under a banyan tree on the
school premises, where he
would spend his day, waiting
for the dispersal bell. My
school-going excitement was
somehow short-lived; the rou-
tine, punctuality, rules, and
lack of independence were
enough to dampen my spirits.
Finally, my patience gave away,
and one day I planned to bunk
the school.

Collecting my bag, I man-
aged to sneak out of the class.
Tipu loved this pleasant sur-
prise, and his hurried stretch
and enthusiastic tail wagging
signaled that he was happy.
Tip-toeing quietly, we man-
aged to move around fifty
meters from the school
periphery, undetected.
Breaking the silence of the hot
summer's noon, I heard the
shrill voice of one of the
dreaded teachers. He was call-
ing out my name, and without
looking back, I got into a
sprint, with Tipu leading the
way. Enraged at my audacious
escape, the teacher mustered
three boys to follow me, catch
me, and get me back to school.
Midway, the trio was able to
catch up, and they asked me
to return, to which I refused
and continued on my way.
Irritated by my indifferent

and intrepid reaction, one of
them tried to pull me by the
arm to force me to return to
the school.

Tipu, a silent spectator till
now, flew into a wild rage and
started barking violently.
Sensing that the dog may
bite, the arresting party with-
drew quietly. I do not know
what happened to them when
they returned to school, but
Tipu became the talk of the
town from that day onwards.
The scene was repeated on a
few more occasions, and final-
ly, the teacher had to request
my grandmother to ensure
that Tipu did not accompany
me to the school. Poor Tipu
was put on a leash during
school hours. After some time,
I changed school, and the
chances of Tipu accompany-
ing me diminished. Even
being reserved with the dis-
play of emotions, he could not
hold back his excitement on
my return from school. He
would vigorously wag his tail
and would stay by my side for
the rest of the day.

Tipu was the undisputed
king of the neighborhood. A
guard dog breed, he was
unfriendly and reserved. One
day, a neighbor got a pet, a
ferocious, large-sized Gaddi

Dog, Moti. This started the
war for turf between the
canines. Observing that the
skirmishes between Tipu and
Moti grew violent, we tried to
keep Tipu away from Moti.
But one day, Moti ambushed
Tipu. Tipu fought back brave-
ly but got seriously injured.
Timely evacuation and hospi-
talization saved his life.

Tipu was back to his orig-
inal self within a fortnight. As
the injuries were internal and
had not healed well due to old
age, Tipu's health deteriorat-
ed, and visits to the doctor did
no good. Tipu got bedridden
with failing health, and his
drooping ears, limped walk-
ing, and wet eyes said it was all
the pain of an ailing being.No
amount of medication helped.
On a sultry summer after-
noon, after suffering for about
a week, Tipu, my friend, my
savior, my co-explorer, left us
for his heavenly abode. Pained,
I cried for days. Tipu is gone
a long time back, but his
memories linger on in my
consciousness, reminding me
of the meaning of true friend-
ship, loyalty, and selfless love.

(The writer pens down
stories of human interest and
his travels . He also likes to click
portraits.)
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Tipu, our pet, a medium-
sized black Himalayan
sheepdog, was my first
true friend. With my

brothers away to pursue their
studies, Tipu was my sibling. My
parents were working, and I was
in the care of Amma, my grand-
mother. In rural Himachal, those
were not the days when children
were admitted to school at the
earliest eligible age. Amma was
in no hurry to expose me to for-
mal education as avenues of
informal education were many. I
lived, experienced, and savored
the simple village life.

I would roam in fields with
Tipu in the toe and watch the
crops sown, weeded, bloom, and
harvested. In summers, we would
sneak into mango orchards, tast-
ing the best of the produce.
Exploring the muddy meander-
ing streams with paper boats was
our favorite pastime during the
rainy season. Misty winter morn-
ings were spent in the greens of
sprouting wheat decked up with
shiny dew drops. Springs took us
through sprawling yellow fields
of mustards to the sugarcane
plots, where I feasted on the
sweetest of the cane. The beau-
tiful balmy autumn was spent
watching the leaves turn orange.

Tipu would often follow me,
and he possessed a real sixth
sense. Being an alert bodyguard
of a five-year-old, he would over-
take me if he felt the need to
check the area for any danger
before I venture. Whenever the
hill trails grew narrow and steep,
Tipu would always lead the way.
He chased stray dogs and cattle
away from my path and always
sensed the people I did not like.
One of Amma's friends regular-
ly complained to her about my
mischiefs, and I did not like her.
Tipu sensed the same. Violently
barking, he would chase her
away.

Close to my sixth birthday, I
was admitted into the neighbor-
hood government school, an
understaffed, dingy, single-story
block of classrooms, crying for
repairs. I wouldn't say I liked the
school, but the prospect of learn-
ing was overwhelming. Tipu
started accompanying me to
school. He found a resting cor-

1�������-��"�)�����
�**��� ������,
*����������!�*���*����
�"+�1�)�����!����������
������������������-��"
��� ���-���!�-�((����
��������������������&�(�-������*��*(�
��������������+

���8����5�)*�
O�����!�����!�

	��2���!�&"��������
������������������((
������(!���� ��
1�����-��������"+
���� ����'��*(�!��
��������������.��'
 ����(���("���.��!��������-�����
������������� �������*���������
������-����&������!�� ��������
�((����&�����(������������+

#�)*�<�57�!���
O��&����%����$��

C0��!� �����*(�"
 *���<;�"������-��
P��������.����E

��*5�))�����5���
O0��'�����?��&�

���������&��"
�������)� �����

�������������	
!�!����'��.�Q
��������-�(������
���'�&��)"�� ��
*����+

�9*%�
O����$�%�$*�"��

# ���������������!��
��.��"*������")��!
.��(!�.��+�	��!���!�!
����������&�����,
�����"���!����!
.����&�(����"������ �
&�����* �������������

-�������������������(��&*����(����.��
��������>'�����
+
���59"����)�,�5*
O�&&�� �(�������



3��
�)	)������
*��-��
���)	��
�!�
�	

��������
�������=	����	�����>&���
0�?<��@
�	
��	
���������	�	
�<
����
�������&�
���
�������/
����������
���������
�#�	�&
A����	
����
��
	
���	���������#���	0

������	
�����
��	
��
���������������
#�0��������0��
�
�����
	������<�������

��
�	����	<����
���0��������
�	
�	
�
���&
A<����
��
	
��	��	��

"�
	�������	�������	�
�����	��	#������
��	���	���
��	����
�	����!
�
�
�	���
���	������	�	������
���	����
	���
������	��
�������	��	(����%�
�
������������	��	�
��	��	$2	�����
��	��
	
 ����	��	����	;��	��

*�����
	���	����	
��
�
�	���	������	���	��
	�����	��	��
������	���	�
�����	����
�G	���	��	��
�
	���
	�����	������������	���	(�����

;���	���	������	����������
	��	1
�����	����	
���	��
�	������
�
��	���	������	����	*�����
	��	���	�������	���	��	�
	�	������	��������
�
���������	��������	��	�
���
	������	��
	����
�	;�
�	������	�
��	����
*�����
�	
�
���
	�������	��	�����	�
	�	����
�	��	�	�
�	���	�
���
	�
�����
�
	���
��
��	H��
�
��	����	����%�	������
�	��	���	��
	����
�
�
��
��	����	���	��������	��	��	I���	��	���
�%	�	*3	���	E����
	��	���
�	�����	���	�������	�������

;
��
��	�������	�
�	�	��
	*3	����
�
�	��
	���������	�
���
	�������
�������	�
������	<���	;��	
��	���
�	������	(�	����	����
�	���	���
�!
���	E����
��	�������
�	����	��	$
����	��	�
���������
	��
��	�������
��������
��	��
�
�	���
�����	�����	����	���
�	��
�����	�
�����	����
��	������
	�����
�	"�
	����	�����������	������
	��	��
	���	��	�
�����
�	�������	�
�����
	���	<����	���	���	�����
	����	��	������	��������
�

<����	��	������%�	����	���
����	������	���	���	���	���	�
������
�
��	����
	����	�������	��
�
�	�
��
������	��
	����
�	���
����
	��	I���
��!
����	�
���	��	������%�	<����	���	
�
�	���
	���	����	����
�
���	��
���
	��	����	�����	����
�����	���	�����
�����	��
	�
��
��	�������
!
�
�	<���	;��	
��	���������	�
���
	�������	�������	;���	<����	��	����
!
�	��������	��
	��
	�����
��
�	������	���
�	��	��
�
��	���	��	�����
�
���	���	���	<����	�����
	���
��	����	��
�
	���
����	��	��	�
���
�	��	����
���	������
���	�������	����
�����	��	��	����	��	��
	����
�

(����	���	�

�	������	��	��
	�����	����	�
������������	(�	���	�	���!
�����	�
����������	����	�������	���
������	���
	����	���	�
���
�	���	��
��
	��	��
	����
��	��
��	��	�������	�
������	H��
�
��	��	��	�
	���
!
�����	 ����	 ��	���
	��	�	 ����
!����
	�������	 ����
	��	����	<�����	 ��

�
�����	��	����	���
�	�����	�
	��	�������	�������	(�	�����	����	�
��
������	��	���
	��	���
	�	�����	����	�
��

�	�	���
����	������	���
J<����K	���	��	���	�����
�	���
��	J(����K	��	��
	������	����
�

<����
�	��
	������	�����	�����
	��
	����
��	'
������
�	(����	���
<����	�
����������	��	����
�	�
���
�	����
�	���
�%�	�����
��
�	������!
������	��	��
	����	���	�������	D�	��
	�������	����	���
�	���
	���

��
	�����!�
��
��	����
�	������	�
����
��	�������	9��
�	�
�
������
�
	�������������
	��	��
	������
	H�������	�
������	"�
	����
��	��	6566
���	���	���
	��	���
	��
	����	���
�	��	�
	�
��
�	���
�	<����%�	�
����!

�
�	����
������

'
������
�	��	��������
���	������	����	��	��
	:�(<3	������	<����
��	����
����
�	�����	��	����	���	�	�
�
��
	����
���	�����	��	���
�	��
����
	����	��
	���������
	��	�	������	�
�������
�	����
�	<����	��	����
�������	���	����
	������������	��	�
������	���	�����	��	
��������	��
���
������
	��	����
��	���
���������	(��
�����	#��
��	3��
���	�����
��	�����
�	�
��	�������	E����
	���	*3!�
�	���
��	(�	��	�
	�
�����
�
����	(����	���	���	�����
�	���

	�
�������
�	���
���������	����
	�
�!
��
�
����	���	���	�

�	�������	��	��	���
����
�	��	�����	����
�	���
�!
����	�
���
�
����

"�
�
	��
���	�����	���
	
��������
�	��	���
����
	���������	��!
�
��	������
�	(����	���	<����	�����	���
	���
	��	��
	�
���������	����

��	�������	��
	�
����������	����������	���	���
�����	��������
��	(�����
<����	����	��
��	���
�	:�(<3	�����
���	������	���	:��9���	�����	���

�
�����
�	���	�����
�	
������
�	��	����	��
	�
�	���������	���
��
H��
�
��	����	�

��	����
���	���	��	����
	��
	��	��
	��
�������	�
���!
�������	�������

�������	
���	������	���������
�������	��������������������������

����� !�"�#$%&�' "�(��' )*+�),))

$)
���3$����(�� ##"3.�� ����)��'+��&:!��("*�������L 8�����("9�������L ��������&+��&:!��("*������:

����	�����
65'�+,9	%�'	��6=;.	6�
&,	.;9	%'&,=	#&&.

����	���	
�����	

�+�����73��'5

(����	���	��	����	�	��������
	����	�	�����
�����	���
�

�����
�F9�#	���0��

#���#����
%>#��>1#�15

	�1�>���
���#�����#5
��������	�3

�>
���9�#��#��#0

+�%>�#��	1��
1���3�0�����

��%�����9���	�
	��	��	�����

���0���#��1�
���3��������
R�;�#	��	��
�1����5�%5

�;I;+

Eleven people, including
the manager of a Noida
software firm, were arres-

ted in February 2022 for alle-
gedly stealing and misusing
credit cards of about 100 people
across the country. In October
2019, the RBI asked banks to
secure their customer card data
after a website reported that
nearly 1.3 million debit and
credit card data of Indian banks
are on sale on the dark web,
potentially causing losses of
millions of dollars.

There are millions of people
using credit and debit cards on
a regular basis. As a measure to
safeguard the interest of card-
holders, the Reserve Bank of
India proposed a process called
‘tokenisation’. Credit and debit
card tokenization is the process
of replacing sensitive data with
a token, a randomly generated,

one-of-a-kind placeholder, from
the company’s internal network.

The Reserve Bank of India
on June 24 extended the time-
line for tokenisation of debit and
credit cards by three months till
September 30, 2022 "to avoid
disruption and inconvenience to
cardholders". Originally, the RBI
mandated that after December
31, 2021, entities other than card
networks and card issuers can-
not store card data. This time-
line was subsequently extended
to June 30, 2022.

Now after September 30, no
entity in the card transaction or
payment chain, other than the
card issuers and card networks,
should store the CoF (Card-on-
File data or storage of actual card
data) and any such data stored
previously will be purged.

"On a review of the issues
involved and after detailed dis-

cussions with all stakeholders, it
is observed that considerable
progress has been made in
terms of token creation.
Transaction processing based on
these tokens has also com-
menced, though it is yet to gain
traction across all categories of
merchants," the RBI said in a cir-
cular to payment system
providers.

In its press release issued on
June, 24, 2022, the RBI also
urged credit and debit card
holders to opt for tokenisation
on a voluntary basis. It will be
worthwhile for credit and debit
card holders to try this sane
advice of RBI for a smooth tran-
sition, when it is made compul-
sory in course of time.

Currently, many entities,
including merchants, involved in
an online card transaction chain
store card data like card number,

expiry date, etc., [Card-on-File
(CoF)] citing cardholder conve-
nience and comfort for under-
taking transactions in future.
While this practice does render
convenience, availability of card
details with multiple entities
increases the risk of card data
being stolen/misused. There
have been instances where such

data stored by merchants, etc.,
have been compromised.

Under the present system as
an additional factor of authen-
tication is not mandatory, there
is always a possibility of fraud-
sters using the stolen data and
the cardholders may be put to
monetary loss. It is possible
that social engineering tech-
niques can be employed to per-
petrate frauds using such data.

The RBI has issued a frame-
work for CoF Tokenisation
(CoFT) services. Under this
framework, cardholders can cre-
ate “tokens” (a unique alternate
code) in lieu of card details; these
tokens can then be stored by the
merchants for processing trans-
actions in future. Thus, CoFT
obviates the need to store card
details with merchants and pro-
vides the same level of conve-
nience to cardholders.

To create a token under the
CoFT framework, the card-
holder has to undergo a one-
time registration process for
each card at every online/
e-commerce merchant’s web-
site/ mobile application, by
entering the card details and
giving consent for creating a
token. This consent is validat-
ed by way of authentication
through an Additional Factor
of Authentication.

Thereafter, a token is crea-
ted which is specific to the card
and online / e-commerce mer-
chant, i.e., the token cannot be
used for payment at any other
merchant. For future transac-
tions performed at the same
merchant website/mobile appli-
cation, the cardholder can iden-
tify the card with the last four
digits during the checkout
process. Thus, the cardholder is

not required to remember or
enter the token for future trans-
actions. A card can be tokenised
at any number of online/e-com-
merce merchants. For every
online/e-commerce merchant
where the card is tokenised, a
specific token will be created.

The RBI has also said that
19.5 crore tokens have been so
far created. Opting for CoFT
(i.e., creating tokens) is voluntary
for the cardholders. Those who
do not wish to create a token can
continue to transact as before by
entering card details manually at
the time of undertaking the
transaction.

The Reserve Bank of India
encourages cardholders to
tokenise their cards for their own
safety. Cardholders’ payment
experience will be enhanced
through an added layer of secu-
rity by way of tokenisation.
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(The writer is a retired banker.
The views expressed 

are personal.)
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5+��������7�5�29�� India is aspiring to be a $5-trillion 
economy in a short span of time. 
By 2030, the target of the government
is to hit the $10-trillion economy 

size, and take off from thereon for qua-
litative and quantum jump in the socio-
economic space of the country. The 
government may have a robust action plan
to execute the economic aspirations.

But the plans are executed by the men
and women in various domains who are
the faces of the government on the ground.
If the administrators prove to be enablers,
India will reach the target economic size
within the time frame. But if they prove not
to be adequately equipped with the skillsets,
India may falter, and that calls for urgent
steps for the much needed administrative
reforms in the country.

The Narendra Modi-led National
Democratic Alliance government at the
Centre is taking various measures to equip
the administrative officials with the skills
that are required to build ‘New India’. The
exercise at the various levels seeks to
address the issues concerning the capacity-
building challenges. The National Pro-
gramme for Civil Services Capacity
Building is one such exercise which is
addressing the skill set challenges at the
individual and institution levels. There are
other digital modes of interventions to
reorient the civil servants to the required
knowledge sets. The State governments are
also embarking on the path of adminis-
trative reforms.

The focus as of now is clearly seen to
be on bridging the gap between the 
government and the citizens for various
services. But the pace with which techno-
logy is evolving may herald a stage where
the citizens can self-source such services
with the digital eco-system as has been the
case mostly in getting passports made,
which in the previous years and decades
used to be arduous tasks.

If the current thrust to reorient the
bureaucracy for timely and speedy deliv-
ery of the services to the citizens are met
with the interplay of technology, India
may have a huge army of civil servants
who would be least productive and also
liability to the national exchequer and also
the hard-earned money of the tax-payers.

If we look back, it’s hard to find
thought leaders from among the bureau-
cracy, who by their innovations would
have changed the face of the socio-
economic domains of the country. This
must be on account of the Indian bureau-
cracy not yet shedding its British era out-
look. The civil servants just need to crack
one examination, and afterwards they can
lord over their subjects.

‘New India’ cannot have any space for
such bureaucratic resources. Administra-
tive reforms in the country have been
attempted for several decades, and the first
such commission was headed by none
other than Morarji Desai in 1966, who
later became Prime Minister of the coun-
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(The author is Director,
Public Policy Research

Centre.)

try. Later, Veerappa Moily also
headed one such commission in
2006.

But the outcome has just been
incremental, with focus on down-
sizing of the bureaucracy to save
the expenses. The recent report of
the Reserve Bank of India on the
indebtedness of the States has
shown an alarming scenario. Many
of the States are reeling under the
burden of salary and pension to its
employees. This is despite the fact
that the States have been downsi-
zing their bureaucracies since the
1990s. That means that India is still
stuck in the cobweb of the old age
bureaucracy, which is essentially
seen as a measure to offer jobs at
the expense of the state exchequer.

The Modi government has
done a few experiments to reform
the bureaucracy, which included
lateral entry, weeding out nonper-
formers by giving them compul-
sory retirements, and so on. But it
appears that radical changes need
to be adopted if India indeed
wants to reach the goal of a $ 10
trillion economy by 2030 and
triple the size by 2050.

India will need people at key
positions, at policy formulation
stage, and in fields to execute them,
with speed that would be unseen,
and scale that would be the best in
the world. The interventions would
essentially be at the entry levels,
and the time may have come to
write an obituary for generalists.

That an IAS officer can be at
one time a revenue secretary, and
another time he could be handling
the affairs of road and transport is

just an idea of the time that has lost
its relevance. India must say a
goodbye to the culture that gene-
ralists can do all roles, as if they are
blessed with some divine skills to
acquire the know-how of the new
tasks with the change of the
departments.

The basis of the biggest
reforms in the Modi government
is the use of data with the digital
interplay, which essentially banked
on the skills of data mining and
data analysis. That saved India
several thousands of crores of
rupees. This makes it clear that we
need to create a manpower power-
house of specialists, who can man
areas of their expertise. A specia-
list will be better equipped to inno-
vate, and innovations will accele-
rate India in scaling up its socio-
economic depth.

We are no more in the 20th
century that the people will be
patient with incremental progress
of the bureaucracy. Technology is
making things irrelevant which
were in vogue previously. Indeed,
such specialists cannot appear on
the horizon on their own. We get
the skill sets only from our insti-
tutions, and the time has just
come to overhaul our education
system, and make them tuned to
the needs of specialized skills in
diverse spheres — economy, com-
merce, technology, social and poli-
tical sciences, bio-technology, cut-
ting edge management and so on.

Besides, it's also worth debat-
ing why bureaucrats should have
career spans of 30 years and more.
Why cannot they come in for

about 10-15 years, and take up
assignments in other spheres,
including the private sector. The
Agniveer scheme in this aspect is
a harbinger of a change that may
have spillover effects in the other
domains. Let the government avail
of the best of the time of the pro-
fessionals working in its ranks, and
when the fire in their belly gets
extinguished they should be
respectfully retired, which can be
institutionalized with a career
span of about 10-15 years.

Such an ecosystem will also
make available a trained talent base
for the private companies, who in
the end have to expand their
capacities to take India to the $ 30
trillion economy by 2050. The best
of the talent shouldn't be just with
the government, and an easy flow
with the private sector can help
bring in better convergence of the
ideas for ‘New India’.

Indeed, India is essentially a
welfare state, and the time has
come for the private sector to share
the burden of the government to
care for the poor of the country.
This again can be achieved if
there is a flow of the talent pool
from the government to the private
sector. Corporate social responsi-
bility and its various other modes
in diverse areas will also require
new age managers, who cannot
bank on the graduates of the man-
agement institutions, as their
hands-on training would only be
possible with stints in the govern-
ment services. That calls for urgent
administrative reforms, and time
is ticking.
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Army Chief General Manoj
Pande said here on

Thursday Defence manufac-
turing has shifted from buyer-
seller relationship with for-
eign countries and collabora-
tion with them now focused on
co-development and co-pro-
duction. Enunciating this fac-
tor, he also said collaboration

with foreign companies is
intrinsic to India's ambition of
becoming self-reliant in
Defence production. 

The geostrategic security
environment has witnessed
significant changes in recent
times, leading to recalibration
of established world order, he
said at an event organised by
the Federation of Indian
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI). "India's secu-
rity concerns emanate from the
geopolitical dynamics at both—
global as well as the regional
level. These include the ongo-
ing Russia-Ukraine conflict as
well as the instability and the
political uncertainty that we see
in our immediate neighbour-
hood," he said. 

The contemporary securi-
ty environment and the chang-
ing character of war requires

that the Indian armed forces
must be prepared to handle
wide spectrum of challenges in
conventional and sub-conven-
tional domains, the Army Chief
noted. Underlining this, he
said our interests are best
served by being atmanirbhar,
especially in Defence produc-
tion.  Self-reliance is one of the
key factors on which the mili-
tary capability of any nation
rests, he said.  

There are new opportuni-
ties for "our foreign partners"
and Atmanirbharta (self-
reliance) is not only about iso-
lating ourselves from the world,
he noted.  It is about self-sus-
taining and pursuing policies
that promote efficiency, qual-
ity and resilience, Pande added.
The ongoing reforms in the
defence sector offer opportu-
nities to the foreign Original

E q u i p m e n t
Manufacturers(OEM) to part-
ner with Indian companies
and work towards our shared
objectives, he said. There is
huge potential for export which
can also contribute to the vision
of our Prime Minister to
become USD 5 trillion econo-
my in the foreseeable future,
Pande said.

He also stressed that a
holistic, all-encompassing,
well-calibrated, multi-pronged,
and futuristic approach in
defence production is funda-
mental in safeguarding our
national interests. A pragmat-
ic and actionable indigenous
defence production strategy
would ensure a secure and
sustained supply of armaments
and ammunitions to cater for
our national security needs, the
Army Chief said.
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President of Maldives Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih will pay a

four-day visit to India from
August 1 with an aim to further
bolster bilateral ties. It will also
provide an opportunity to
review the relations and take the
cooperation forward. Solih is
scheduled to meet President
Droupadi Murmu and hold
extensive talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. The
visiting dignitary will also visit
Mumbai. 

Meanwhile, Army Chief
General Manoj Pande on
Thursday held extensive talks
here with the chief of Maldivian
defence forces Major General
Abdulla Shamaal, focusing on
ways to further strengthen bilat-
eral defence and security coop-
eration. Shamaal also called on
Defence Secretary Ajay Kumar.

Maldives is one of India's
key maritime neighbours in
the Indian Ocean Region and
the bilateral defence and secu-
rity ties have been on an upward
trajectory in the last few years.
"Gen Manoj Pande #COAS
extended a warm welcome to
Maj Gen Abdulla Shamaal,
Chief of Defence Force,

@MNDF_Official and dis-
cussed ways to strengthen the
#DefenceCooperation between
the two countries," the Army
tweeted. External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar, during a
visit to Male in March handed
over a coastal radar system to
Shamaal.  India and Maldives
share common perspectives on
maritime security issues in the
Indian Ocean and have been
working together to expand
defence cooperation. In April,
Navy Chief Admiral R Hari
Kumar visited Maldives and met
Maldivian President Ibrahim
Mohamad Solih and other
senior leaders of the island
nation to further boost mar-
itime security cooperation.

Development cooperation
has been a key pillar of the
India-Maldives relationship
with New Delhi providing Lines
of Credit of over $1.2 billion
(one billion=100 crores) for
infrastructure and grants for
community development pro-
jects to the island nation.

In August last year, the
island nation sealed a contract
for the implementation of an
India-funded connectivity pro-
ject, billed as the largest infra-
structure initiative being rolled
out in the island nation.
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In a major milestone, the
Indian Navy on Thursday

took delivery of the first
Indigenous Aircraft Carrier
(IAC) Vikrant from the builder
Cochin Shipyard
Limited(CSL), Kochi.  The
ship has undergone all the
mandatory trials and is likely to
be commissioned into service
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi next month.

With the delivery of
Vikrant, India has joined a
select group of nations having
the niche capability to indige-
nously design and build an
Aircraft Carrier.  The other
countries are the US, United
Kingdom, France, Russia and
China.

Designed by Indian Navy's
inhouse Directorate of Naval
Design (DND) and built by the
public sector CSL, the aircraft
carrier costing about Rs 20,000
crores is christened after her
illustrious predecessor, India's
first Aircraft Carrier which
played a vital role in the 1971
India-Pakistan war.  Coinciding
with the celebrations to com-
memorate 75th anniversary of

India's independence 'Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav', the rein-
carnation of Vikrant is a true
testimony to the country's zeal
and fervour in pursuing capa-
bility build up towards
enhanced maritime security,
navy officials said here. 

The 262 metre long carri-
er weighs 45,000 tonnes which
is much larger and advanced
than her predecessor. The ship
is powered by four gas turbines
totalling 88 MW power and has
a maximum speed of 28 Knots.

The project progressed in
three phases of contract
between the defence ministry
and the CSL, concluded in
May 2007, Dec 2014 and Oct
2019 respectively. 

The ship's keel was laid in
February 2009, followed by
launching in Aug 2013. With
an overall indigenous content
of 76 percent, the IAC is a per-
fect example of the nation's
quest for "Aatma Nirbhar
Bharat” and provides thrust to
the 'Make in India' initiative.

Vikrant has been built with
high degree of automation for
machinery operation, ship nav-
igation and survivability, and
has been designed to accom-
modate an assortment of fixed

wing and rotary aircraft.  The
ship will be capable of operat-
ing air wing consisting of 30
aircraft comprising of MIG-
29K fighter jets, Kamov-31,
MH-60R multi-role heli-
copters, in addition to indige-
nously manufactured
Advanced Light Helicopters
(ALH) and Light Combat
Aircraft (LCA) (Navy).

Using a novel aircraft-oper-
ation mode known as STOBAR
(Short Take- Off but Arrested
Landing), the IAC is equipped
with a ski- jump for launching
aircraft, and a set of 'arrester

wires' for their recovery
onboard. The ship has large
number of indigenous equip-
ment and machinery, involving
major industrial houses in the
country like Bharat Electronics
Limited(BEL), Bharat Heavy
Electricals Limited(BHEL),
Garden Reach Ship and
Engineers(GRSE), Keltron,
Kirloskar, Larsen and Toubro
and Wartsila as well as over 100
MSMEs. The indigenisation
efforts has also led to develop-
ment of ancillary industries,
besides generation of employ-
ment opportunities and bol-

stering plough back effect on
economy, both locally as well as
pan-India. A major spin-off of
this is the development and
production of indigenous war-
ship grade steel for the ship
through a partnership between
Navy, Defence Research and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Organisation(DRDO) and Steel
Authority of India (SAIL),
which has enabled the country
to become self-sufficient with
respect to warship steel. Today
all the warships being built in
the country are being manu-
factured using indigenous steel. 
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The Election Commission
(EC)  on Thursday

announced that youngsters
above 17 years of age will now
be able to apply in advance for
having their names enrolled in
the voters' list. 

With this, the youngsters
will now not necessarily have to
await the pre-requisite criteri-
on of attaining the age of 18
years on January 1 to get
enrolled in the voters' list. The
newly modified forms, which
are simpler and more user
friendly, will come into force on
August1, 2022.

“17+ year old youngsters
can now apply in advance for
having their names enrolled in
Voters' list and not necessarily
have to await the pre-requisite
criterion of attaining age of 18
years on 1st January of a year,”
the Election Commission said
in a statement. 

Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
and Election Commissioner
Anup Chandra Pandey have
directed Chief Electoral

Officers/Electoral Registration
Officers and Assistant Electoral
Returning Officers of all states
to work out tech-enabled solu-
tions such that the youth are
facilitated to file their advance
applications with reference to
three subsequent qualifying
dates - 1 April 1,  July 1 and
October 1 and not just  January
1.

The Electoral Roll will be
updated every quarter and eli-
gible youngsters can be regis-
tered in the next quarter of the
year in which he/she has
attained the qualifying age of 18
years," the EC said.

The poll body said that the
current round of annual revi-
sion of electoral roll, 2023, any
citizen attaining the age of 18
years by 1 April, 1 July and 1
October of 2023 can also sub-
mit an advance application for
registration as a voter from the
date of draft publication of elec-
toral roll.  For the current

round of annual revision of
electoral roll, 2023, any citizen
attaining the age of 18 years by
April 1, July 1 and October 1 of
2023 can also submit an
advance application for regis-
tration as a voter from the date
of draft publication of electoral
roll, it explained.  EC has
already managed to induct
1,736,181 (1.7 million) new
voters between the ages of 18-
19, people familiar with the
matter said. Last year,
14,526,678 (14.5 million) new
voters were added to the list.

The EC has also begun the
process of linking Aadhaar
numbers with Electoral Roll
data. “(A) provision has been
made in the modified registra-
tion forms to seek Aadhaar
details of electors. A new Form-
6B has also been introduced for
collecting Aadhaar number of
existing electors. 

However, no application
for inclusion of name in elec-
toral roll shall be denied and no
entries in electoral roll shall be
deleted for inability of an indi-
vidual to furnish or intimate
Aadhaar Number… it is vol-
untary,” the statement added.
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In an effort to boost its com-
bat capabilities, the Indian

Navy on Thursday received

two of the 24 MH-60 'Romeo'
multi-mission helicopters from
the US. All 24 all-weather
helicopters will be armed with
Hellfire missiles and lethal
rocket systems.  Navy officials

said the two helicopters were
delivered at Cochin airport
while another helicopter is
scheduled to be delivered next
month.  India and US inked a
Rs 15,000 crore deal for the
helicopters through the
Foreign Military
Sale(FMS)route.  It means the
US government stands guar-
antee for all the obligations of
the contract.  Lockheed Martin
manufactures these helicopters.

The first three MH 60
'Romeo' helicopters were deliv-
ered in the US in 2021 and are
being used for training of the
Indian Navy crew, they said.

The delivery of all 24 MH
60R helicopters will be com-
pleted by 2025. The induction

of state-of-the-art mission
capable platforms will signifi-
cantly boost the integral anti-
submarine warfare capability-
of the Indian Navy. 

With Thursday's delivery,
the total number of helicopters
handed over to the Indian
Navy has gone up to five.
MH-60R helicopter is an all-
weather helicopter designed to
support multiple missions with
state-of-the-art avionics and
sensors. 

The Navy said it will be
able to deploy the helicopters
in a range of roles including in
anti-submarine warfare, anti-
ship strike, specialised mar-
itime operations as well as
search and rescue operations. 
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Notwithstanding Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s

pitch for enabling even a com-
mon man in “hawai chappals”
(slippers) to use air travel ser-
vices and “sabka saath, sabka
vikas”, a Grade-IV employee of
Railways has been chargesheet-
ed with an explanation sought
for breaching protocols by
using his private family car to
report to office.

The matter relates to a
Gateman (name withheld)
posted near the Hapur Railway
Station (Ghaziabad), a few
kilometers from the national
Capital. The employee uses
his private car to report to his
place of work during late
evenings or nights. But the
poor Gateman has been con-

veyed that his reporting on
duty in a car is totally against
protocols laid down by Indian
Railways and hence, this relates
to ‘dereliction’ of duty as per
railway employment conduct.
The Gateman earned ire of his
seniors after they were on an
inspection and ostensibly took
offence as their junior was
using a car on duty and termed
it a case of ‘insubordination’.
All efforts to contact gateman
and officials for their response
and comments till late evening
proved futile. “You were on

duty 23/24 July and the
Principal Engineer arrived on
inspection at the P-Way Hapur. 

When the officers belong-
ing to the Northern Railway
noticed a Maruti car parked a
few meters away they were
inquisitive about the owners.
Upon their on-spot inquiry
the Gateman himself conveyed
to the inspecting officers that
it belonged to him.

This is pure violation of
the service conduct as you as a
Gateman cannot report to duty
hours in a car as it is against the
protocol. It also amounts to
total dereliction of duty and
that you have flouted Railway
Administrative Service Act
1968, para 2, clause I and II,”
says the show-cause notice in
Hindi issued by Senior Section
Engineer (P.Way), Northern
Railway, Hapur. 
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Expressing displeasure over
news reports that it was

delaying hearing a plea alleging
increasing attacks on Christian
institutions and priests across
the country, the Supreme Court
on Thursday said there is a
limit to which you target judges
even as it admonished an advo-
cate who sought to speed up
the case.

Give us a break, a bench
of Justices D Y Chandrachud
and Surya Kant said. "Last
time the matter could not be
taken because I was down with
Covid. You get it published in
newspapers that the Supreme

Court  is delaying the hearing.
Look, there is a limit to which
you can target the judges. Who
supplies all this news?

"The news I saw online was
that judges are delaying the
hearing. Give us a break. One
of the judges is down with
Covid and this is the reason we
could not take the matter.
Anyway, we will list it other-
wise there will be another news
item," the bench observed oral-
ly. The observations came after
the petitioner's counsel sought
hearing of the case. 

Senior advocate Colin

Gonsalves had mentioned the
matter before a vacation bench
in June and said 45 to 50 vio-
lent attacks on an  average take
place against Christian institu-
tions and priests across the
country every month.

The relief sought in the
plea filed by Peter Machado
and others includes the imple-
mentation of guidelines issued
by the apex court  in the
Tehseen Poonawala judgment
under which nodal officers
were to be appointed to take
note of hate crimes  and regis-
ter FIRs.

In 2018, the apex court had
come out with a slew of guide-
lines for the Centre and the
states. These included fast-
tracked trials, victim compen-
sation, deterrent punishment
and disciplinary action against
lax law-enforcing officials. The
court had said offences such as
hate crimes, cow vigilantism
and lynching incidents should
be nipped in the bud.
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New Delhi: The CBI on
Thursday sought an urgent
hearing of the appeal filed
against the trial court judgment
in the 2G scam case following
which the Delhi High Court
posted the matter for hearing
before the Chief Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma-headed
bench on Friday. 

The agency, which filed the
appeal along with Enforcement
Directorate on March 18, on
Wednesday sought urgent
hearing of the appeal in all 2G
cases against acquittal of for-
mer Telecom Minister A Raja
and many Corporates includ-
ing Anil Ambani headed
Reliance Group, Unitech and
Essar Group. 

ASG Sanjay Jain sought
immediate hearing of the
appeal of CBI’s appeals, citing
that the appeal filed more than
four years ago is still at the stage

for granting leave for appeal.
Justice Asha Menon, who is
retiring in September said her
court had certain time con-
straints. 

Sanjay Jain, ASG for the
CBI, has submitted that “the
matters require urgent hearing.
In fact, two applications seek-
ing early hearing are stated to
be pending, but in effect what
is sought thereby is the draw-
ing up of a schedule for argu-
ments on the merits of the leave
to appeal petitions, so that the
matters can be heard at the ear-
liest. “While appreciating the
need for urgent hearing, this
Court will not bein a position
to draw-up such a schedule due
to certain time constraints. In
these circumstances, the mat-
ters be placed before Hon’ble
the Chief Justice on 29th July,
2022 for appropriate orders,”
said the Order. PNS

New Delhi: Shiv Sena's
Uddhav Thackeray faction has
filed another petition in the
Supreme Court challenging
the decision of Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla to recognise
that Rahul Shewale belongs to
the Eknath Shinde faction as
floor leader.  

A three-judge Bench of
Chief Justice NV Ramana and
Justices Krishna Murari and
Hima Kohli is already sched-
uled to hear on August 1 a
batch of petitions filed by the
Thackeray faction in relation
to several political develop-
ments in Maharashtra, before
the Election Commission with
regard to claim over the party
and its symbol and in
Parliament. 

The fresh plea challenged
the decision of the Lok Sabha
Speaker to recognise Shewale
as Shiv Sena's floor leader at
the instance of the Shinde
faction. The Uddhav group
terms the action of the Speaker
as “illegal” and “arbitrary”
alleging that the Shiv Sena
leader and its chief whip in the
Lok Sabha were removed uni-
laterally. "The Speaker made

the impugned changes to the
positions of the leader and the
chief whip without adhering to
basic rules of natural justice or
even calling for an explanation
from the Shiv Sena political
party or the petitioners here-
in, despite categorical requests
in this regard having been
communicated to him," the
plea submitted. 

The plea said names of
Vinayak Raut and Rajan
Vichare as the Leader and the
Chief Whip of the Shiv Sena in
the Lok Sabha respectively
were reiterated and commu-
nicated to Birla, it said.  

However, the Speaker
approved the names proposed
by the Shinde faction, it said.
Chief Minister Shinde, with 12
of the 19 Lok Sabha members
from Shiv Sena by his side, had
named Shewale as leader of the
party in the Lok Sabha and
Bhawana Gawale as chief whip. 
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The Supreme Court
Thursday warned the

Maharashtra State Election
Commission (SEC) of con-
tempt action if it renotifies the
election process to 367 local
bodies, where it has already
commenced, in order to pro-
vide reservation to OBCs.

The SEC, it said, "cannot
and shall not" renotify the elec-
tion programme, voicing dis-
pleasure over the "misreading"
of its July 20 order. Any breach
of its directives will invite
contempt for the SEC and
others concerned, the court
said.

The Supreme Court had
on July 20 accepted the rec-
ommendations of the Banthia

commission providing 27 per
cent OBC reservations in local
body elections and directed
that election for local bodies in
the state be notified in the next
two weeks. 

It had, however, made
clear the same day that the new
reservation policy will not
apply to the 367 local bodies
where the election process
had already begun.  

The court had noted in its
July 20 order that the counsel
for the SEC had said the elec-
tion programme in respect of
367 local bodies has already
started and will be taken to its
logical end. The apex court
had quashed the SEC notifi-
cation providing for 27 per
cent quotas for OBCs in local
bodies in early 2021.
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The Gujarat Home
Department on Thursday

transferred the Superintendents
of Police of Botad and
Ahmedabad and suspended
six other cops following the
death of 42 people after con-
sumption of spurious liquor, an
official said. 

Primary investigations by
police have revealed that some
small-time bootleggers of dif-
ferent villages in Botad district
had made the spurious liquor
by mixing water with methyl
alcohol or Methanol, a highly
poisonous industrial solvent,
and sold it to villagers for Rs 20
per pouch.

According to police, foren-
sic analysis established that
the victims consumed methyl
alcohol.

"We have transferred Botad
SP Karanraj Vaghela and
Ahmedabad SP Virendrasingh

Yadav. Six other police officials,
including two Deputy SPs,
have been placed under sus-
pension," Additional Chief
Secretary, Home, Raj Kumar
told PTI.

Those suspended are
Ahmedabad's Dholka division
DySP N V Patel, Botad DySP
S K Trivedi, Ahmedabad's
Dhandhuka police station
inspector K P Jadeja,
Dhandhuka division's circle
police inspector S B Chaudhari
and Botad sub-inspectors B G
Vala and Shailendrasinh Rana.

These officials were sus-
pended for "dereliction of duty
and lack of commitment as
they failed to stop the trans-

portation, sale and consump-
tion of liquor laced with poi-
sonous chemicals in their
respective areas," say the sus-
pension letters issued by the
state Home Department.

Forty two people from
Botad and neighbouring
Ahmedabad district have died
so far after consuming the
spurious liquor on July 25,
while 97 people are still admit-
ted to hospitals in Bhavnagar,
Botad and Ahmedabad,
Gujarat Minister of State for
Home Harsh Sanghavi said on
Wednesday.

He said police will file a
charge sheet in 10 days to
ensure quick justice and the
government will also appoint a
Special Public Prosecutor to
fight the case.

Fifteen key accused,
including the one who acquired
the chemical and those who
sold the liquor to people, were
already arrested, he had said.

The Botad and
Ahmedabad police on Tuesday
registered three First
Information Reports (FIRs)
against nearly 20 culprits under
Indian Penal Code Sections 302
(murder), 328 (causing hurt by
poison) and 120-B (criminal
conspiracy).

Police investigation has
revealed that a person named
Jayesh aka Raju, who has been
arrested, had stolen 600 litres
of methyl alcohol from a
godown in Ahmedabad where
he worked as a manager and
then sold it to his Botad-based
cousin Sanjay for Rs 40,000 on
July 25.

Despite knowing that it
was an industrial solvent,
Sanjay sold the chemical to
local bootleggers of different
villages of Botad. 

These bootleggers mixed
water in the chemical and sold
it to people as country-made
liquor, police had said.
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ABombay High Court bench
led by Chief Justice

Dipankar Datta on Thursday
recused from hearing a petition
challenging the appointment of
Subodh Jaiswal as the Central
Bureau of Investigation direc-
tor, following a letter of com-
plaint against CJ Datta.

Former Maharashtra
Assistant Commissioner of
Police Rajendra Trivedi had
filed the PIL challenging
Jaiswal's appointment.

CJ Datta said it had come
to his notice that on March 22
this year, Trivedi wrote a letter
to Chief Justice of India N V
Ramana, "complaining" against
him.

Jaiswal, who had earlier
held the post of Maharashtra's
Director General of Police
(DGP), was appointed as the
CBI director in May last year.

Trivedi had on November
11, 2021 filed the plea through
advocate S B Talekar against
Jaiswal's appointment. 

A bench led by CJ Datta
was hearing it since then. The
bench had also passed several
directions on the plea, includ-
ing asking for affidavits from
the Union government and
Jaiswal. 

Earlier this month, Jaiswal
filed an affidavit before the
bench saying Trivedi's PIL had
been filed out of "personal
vendetta."

The Union government on

Wednesday submitted an affi-
davit, saying Jaiswal had been
appointed the CBI director
following due process and he
had adequate requisite qualifi-
cations for the appointment.

On Thursday, Additional
Solicitor General S V Raju
appeared along with ASG Anil

Singh on behalf of the Union
government. 

They mentioned the mat-
ter for urgent hearing and
sought that a specific date be
fixed for next hearing.

CJ Datta then said it will
not be proper for him to hear
the matter. 

"It won't be proper for us to
hear this matter because a
complaint has been against
this court," CJ Datta said. 

"Mr Talekar, you might
not be knowing this but your
client, the petitioner, wrote a
letter to the Chief Justice of
India complaining against me,"
he said.

Talekar said he did not
know of the letter and that his
client was claiming he had not
written it.  Both Raju and
Singh urged the bench to con-
tinue hearing the matter, say-
ing on behalf of the Union of
India that they had "full confi-
dence in the bench."

"It has nowadays become a
trend for people to make ran-
dom allegations if they want

their matter to be heard by a
different bench. If a court
recuses, they feel they are suc-
cessful," ASG Singh said. 

Talekar also said his client
was "very happy" with the way
the hearing was going on, and
urged the bench to not recuse
itself from hearing the plea.

However, CJ Datta said
even if he were to continue the
hearing and in case he passed
an adverse order, the petition-
er might not be satisfied with
the hearing.

"It is very easy to write a
letter and tarnish someone's
image. It will be appropriate if
this matter is heard by some
other bench. Justice must be
seen to have been done," CJ
Datta said.
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Soon after sacking its scam-
tainted Minister Partha

Chatterjee, the Trinamool
Congress on Thursday
launched a scathing attack on
the Enforcement Directorate
and its handlers in Delhi won-
dering why only Opposition
leaders were singled out in
cases of corruption and the
BJP politicians were spared by
the Enforcement Directorate.

“We are not defending
Partha Chatterjee as the party
has already removed him
from all the posts and the
Chief Minister has sacked
him from the Cabinet ...
because the Trinamool
Congress tolerates no cor-
ruption … but it has to be
clarified by the BJP as to why
only the TMC leaders are sin-
gled out and when they join
the BJP they are spared,” party
national general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee said.

When asked to comment
on BJP seeking Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s the TMC
leader who is also her nephew
said “they are referring to a
photograph where the Chief
Minister was seen with Arpita
Mukherjee … as the Chief
Minister she has to attend a
number of programmes and is
it possible to find out every-
one’s credentials,” wondering
“why do not they first ask for
the resignation of the Prime
Minister who was seen with
Mehul Chowksi … why don’t
they ask for the resignation of
Nirmala Sitaraman during
whose time Nirav Modi fled
with some many crores … and
why don’t they arrest or ask
for the resignation of Shivraj
Singh Chauhan during whose
reign the Vyapam scam took
place.”

Speaking about Partha
Chatterjee he said “though it
seems that it is another case of
vendetta … because ED would
not have touched  him had he

joined the BJP like some other
leaders --- like the Opposition
Leader (Suvendu Adhikari)…
it seems that for the BJP when
you are in any other party you
are a thief but when you are in
the BJP you are as pure as rose
water.”

Referring to the school
level recruitment scam he
said “there are other leaders
who are in the BJP today
whose names are coming in
the scam for abetting illegal
appointments in districts like
Purulia and Bankura but they
have not been touched by the

ED.”
Meanwhile, in a suspi-

cious development a farm-
house reportedly owned by
Sohini the daughter of the
minister --- located at
Baruipur some 35 km south
off Kolkata --- was burgled in
the wee hours of Thursday,
sources said.

Locals said that three per-
sons wearing black robes came
in a vehicle, jumped over the
high boundary wall broke the
locks and entered the building
which has a sprawling court-
yard. Later they came out
with a number of bags and
fled away in the vehicle in
which they had come. When
the locals questioned their
credentials they were threat-
ened by the intruders, sources
said.

The burglary took place in
the night when Rs 28 crore
was recovered from an apart-
ment owned by Arpita and
Partha. The police were inves-
tigating the case.
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Two persons with suspect-
ed links to the Popular

Front of India (PFI) were
arrested by Karnataka police
in connection with the mur-
der of a BJP youth wing
leader in Dakshina Kannada
district which had sparked
outrage. The arrested accused
have been identified as Zakir
(29) and Mohammed Shafiq
(27), both from Bellare in
Sullia taluk, where the 32-
year-old zilla Bharatiya Yuva
Morcha committee member

Praveen Nettar was hacked to
death by unidentified motor
bike-borne assailants on
Tuesday night, police said.

"Both are from Bellare,
they have got suspected links
with PFI - that we have to ver-
ify. We had taken them into
custody last evening and after
inquiry we have arrested
them. We will produce them
before court and ask for police
custody and do further inves-
tigation," the Additional
Director General of Police
(Law and Order) Alok Kumar
said.
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“When I am called, I will tell you and go,” he said. On a per-
sistent asking by a newsperson, whether Chowdhury would apol-
ogise, Sonia made a terse remark “ he has already apologised”.

Leading the offensive both inside and outside Parliament,
Union Ministers Nirmala Sitharaman and Irani said Chowdhury
used the term knowing well that it demeans Murmu and her office
and is against India’s values. Both Houses witnessed frequent
adjournments due to protests by BJP members. Accusing
Chowdhury of hurling a “deliberate sexist insult”, Sitharaman
demanded an apology from the Congress president, saying Sonia
appointed Chowdhury as the leader in the Lok Sabha to speak
and he had insulted the President.  “Chowdhury’s comments were
not a slip of tongue. It was a deliberate sexist insult against the
President,” Sitharaman said, making a brief statement in the Rajya
Sabha.

She said at a time the entire country is rejoicing at the selec-
tion of a self-made woman from a tribal background as the
President,” for the leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha to
call her ‘Rashtrapatni’ in a ‘Pati-Patni’ (husband-wife) kind of a
level, has insulted the President of India.” “Sonia should come
before the nation and apologise to the Rashtrapati and also to
the entire country for the insult by her own leader in Lok Sabha.”

Alleging that the Congress has been targeting Murmu “mali-
ciously” ever since the BJP-led NDA named her its Presidential
candidate, Irani said she was called a “puppet” and a “symbol of
evil” by its leaders. “A tribal woman from a poor family who cre-
ated history is being continuously demeaned by the Congress,”
she told reporters. The attacks don’t seem to stop even after her
election to the highest constitutional office of the country, the
BJP leader said.

Leader of the House in Rajya Sabha Piyush Goyal accused
the Congress of insulting the President of India by using deroga-
tory words and alleged that the Opposition party now wants to
view the President’s office through the prism of caste and reli-
gion. He said the Congress party has not only insulted our
President and all women of the country but also tribals as well
as the entire Upper House. “Today the entire country is seriously
concerned that the President has been insulted and it will not
tolerate this,” he told the house amid uproar by ruling party mem-
bers and demanded that the Congress president apologise to the
President and the entire country. Goyal said Chowdhury
repeated this insult again today by saying the president can be
a Brahmin or Adivasi. According to Chowdhury, the BJP does
not have anything on the party and is finding “masala” against
it.  “The issue is being blown out of proportion... I do not have
the remotest intention of humiliating the highest chair of our
country,” Chowdhury said. Women BJP MPs, including Union
Ministers, also held a protest in the Parliament complex against
Chowdhury.Holding placards near gate number one of Parliament
House, the MPs, including Sitharaman and Minister of State for
Agriculture Shobha Karandlaje, raised slogans seeking an apol-
ogy from the Leader of the Congress Party in the Lok Sabha.

Several of Union Ministers spoke against the comment of
“Rashtrapatni” and claimed that it is Sonia who should be apol-
ogising.
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Opposition leaders said Sonia was heckled in wolf-pack style

by BJP women MPs. The face-off did not stop even after the
adjournment. After the session was adjourned, Sonia crossed the
floor and spoke to Rama Devi.  Congress leaders later Sonia
reportedly told Rama Devi that Chowdhury has apologised and
wanted to know what was her fault. They further claimed that
was when Irani intervened and reportedly said, “Madam, may
I help you? I took your name”. Sources said Sonia then shot back,
“Don’t talk to me”.  Sever BJP MPs then spoke in one voice and
took on Sonia.  It was Sonia’s angry tone that started it all,” Devi
said.   Sonia had moved to the BJP benches alone but after heat-
ed exchanges were made a few Congress and other Opposition
members  reached across to escort her back.

Irani was seen gesturing toward the Congress president and
protesting against Chowdhury’s remark. Sonia at first tried to

ignore Irani’s protestations, but soon was seen gesturing towards
the Minister and speaking angrily. TMC member Mahua
Moitram, who was present in the Lok Sabha, later tweeted that
the 75-year-old Congress leader was “encircled and heckled pack-
wolf style”.  Disgusted to read BJP lies and false version in the
Press, said Moitra.   Congress leader Jairam Ramesh later
described Irani’s behaviour in the Lok Sabha as “atrocious and
outrageous”. “Atrocious and outrageous behaviour by Irani in the
Lok Sabha today! But will she be pulled up by the Speaker? Are
rules only meant for the Opposition,” AICC general secretary
Ramesh said on Twitter. Former Union Minister Milind Deora
said he had never seen Sonia being rude or impolite, even when
provoked. “This is not the first time that she has been targeted
personally and of late, unjustly, both inside & outside Parliament.
She has and will always endure,” Deora said on Twitter.

NCP member Supriya Sule and Trinamool member Aparupa
Poddar were seen escorting the Congress president away from
the Treasury benches as BJP members flocked around Devi and
Sonia.  BJP women members were seated in the front rows in
the Lok Sabha as they led the protests in the House against
Chowdhury’s remarks.

Later, Devi told the media that Sonia sought to know why
her name was dragged into the issue. “What is my fault,” she asked
Devi, the BJP member from Sheohar in Bihar. Devi said she told
Sonia that her fault was that she had selected Chowdhury as the
Congress leader in the Lok Sabha. In the Rajya Sabha too finance
Minister Sitharaman claimed that the Congress president told
a BJP member not to talk to her. However, the Union Minister
did not name any BJP leader. Later, addressing reporters on
Parliament premises, Sitharaman accused Sonia of speaking in
a “threatening tone” with BJP members.

Sitharaman claimed that the Congress leader told BJP mem-
bers “you don’t talk to me” when they sought to know what was
the issue being discussed. “Instead of tendering an apology, she
is misleading by claiming that Chowdhury has already apolo-
gised. Instead of an apology, she is resorting to threats,”
Sitharaman said referring to the incident in the LS chamber. 
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he came to the apartments. Meanwhile, soon after sacking
its scam-tainted  Chatterjee, the Trinamool Congress on
Thursday launched a scathing attack on the Enforcement
Directorate and its handlers in Delhi wondering why only
Opposition leaders were singled out in cases of corruption and
the BJP politicians were spared by the Enforcement Directorate.
“We are not defending Chatterjee as the party has already removed
him from all the posts and the Chief Minister has sacked him
from the Cabinet ... because the Trinamool Congress tolerates
no corruption … but it has to be clarified by the BJP as to why
only the TMC leaders are singled out and when they join the
BJP they are spared,” party national general secretary Abhisek
said. When asked to comment on BJP seeking resignation of
Mamata, Abhisek said, “They are referring to a photograph where
the Chief Minister was seen with Mukherjee. As the Chief
Minister she has to attend a number of programmes and is it pos-
sible to find out everyone’s credentials,” wondering “why do not
they first ask for the resignation of the Prime Minister who was
seen with Mehul Chowksi? Why don’t they ask for the resigna-
tion of Nirmala Sitaraman during whose time Nirav Modi fled?
Why don’t they arrest or ask for the resignation of Shivraj Singh
Chauhan during whose reign the Vyapam scam took place.”
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Sources said they  purchased these paintings from a noted
art auction house at Fort in Mumbai, officials said.

After coming to know where these items were kept, the CBI
conducted searches and seized the assets, they said. The CBI also
recovered gold and diamond jewellery, including bangles and
necklaces worth Rs 2 crore, the agency said. About 20 days back,
the CBI had recovered Tyeb Mehta’s painting ‘Bull’ worth over
Rs 27 crore and an untitled piece by Manjit Bawa estimated to

be valued at over Rs 7.7 crore. Mehta and Bawa’s pieces were
among a large number of paintings and sculptures, altogether
valued at Rs 40 crore, cash and incriminating documents seized,
the CBI had said in a statement.

“During the investigation, it was found the promoters had
allegedly diverted the funds and made investments in various
entities. It was also alleged that the promoters had acquired expen-
sive paintings and sculptures using the diverted funds,” it had
said.

The federal probe agency had booked Dewan Housing
Finance Ltd. (DHFL), the Wadhawan brothers , and others on
June 20 in a bank fraud case worth Rs 34,615 crore, making it
the biggest such under probe by the agency, officials said. They
had allegedly cheated a consortium of 17 banks led by Union
Bank of India by siphoning off Rs 34,615 crore bank loans by
diverting them using falsified account books of DHFL. They
allegedly used shell companies and a parallel accounting system
known as ‘Bandra Books’ to siphon off public funds in DHFL
by disbursing money to fictitious entities as retail loans. 

The CBI acted on a complaint from Union Bank of India,
the leading bank of the consortium which had extended credit
facilities to the tune of Rs 42,871 crore to DHFL between 2010
and 2018. The bank has alleged that the Wadhawans in crimi-
nal conspiracy with others misrepresented and concealed facts,
and committed a criminal breach of trust to cheat the consor-
tium by defaulting on loan repayments from May 2019 onwards.

The audit of DHFL account books showed that the compa-
ny allegedly committed financial irregularities, diverted funds,
fabricated books, and round-tripped funds to “create assets for
Kapil and Dheeraj Wadhawan” using public money.  It was fur-
ther alleged that separate audits conducted by other private audit
accounting organisations had identified multiple instances of
diversion of funds by the accused for personal benefits and fal-
sification of books of accounts to camouflage and conceal dubi-
ous transactions. The audits also identified several instances where
large value loans were provided to such fictitious entities with-
out due diligence and without securities. Instances of sanction
and disbursement of loans, merely by e-mail communications
were allegedly found for which no loan files were maintained in
DHFL. Earlier, searches were conducted at various locations in
Mumbai at the premises of the accused which led to recovery
of incriminating documents.
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Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh named the three
members for holding placards and shouting slogans in the well.
Soon Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs V Muraleedharan
moved a motion to suspend the three members from the House
for the remainder of the week. The motion was passed by a voice
vote. As some Opposition members demanded division of votes,
Harivansh then asked the members to go to their seats to allow
a division of votes.  But the opposition members continued to
raise uproar.
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The accused had also switched-off his mobile phone,
Goswami said. Taking serious cognisance of the incident, Sagar
divisional commissioner Mukesh Shukla on Thursday suspended
district vaccination officer Dr Shobharam Roshan on the basis
of the CMHO’s report, another official said. The suspension order
was issued by the divisional commissioner, who also directed the
collector to appoint another official in place of Dr Roshan, he
said. An official from Gopal Ganj police station said they have
registered an FIR against Ahirwar under Indian Penal Code (IPC)
section 336 (rash or negligent act endangering human life or per-
sonal safety of others). On the basis of a report of the CMHO,
the collector recommended to the divisional commissioner a
departmental probe and action against district vaccination offi-
cer Dr Roshan, Singhal said. Meanwhile, health officials exam-
ined all the 39 children. The reports of 19 of them were found
to be normal and the reports of the remaining children were await-

ed, Goswami said.
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reported missing several years back. The officials had beefed
up security arrangements thereafter and installed CCTV cam-
eras for surveillance. The one-and-a-half feet elephant statue
weighing around 2 kg was amongst the smallest ones. ADCP,
Central, Raghvendra Mishra said the area from where the stat-
ue was stolen remains under surveillance 24x7. “The record of
the statues, including their numbers and condition, is maintained
on a daily basis by officials of the security wing. Gardeners and
other staff visit the park for maintenance and cleaning work every-
day. The police teams are interrogating them. We hope the ele-
phant statue will be recovered soon,” Mishra said.

The park was built when BSP supremo Maywati was the chief
minister of UP. A statue of an elephant was also stolen several
years back. The ACP, Hazrtaganj, said the police talked to the
manager of the park who said was told that the then manager
had not lodged any FIR in that case. “An FIR is being lodged for
the first time in connection with the theft of the elephant stat-
ue,” he added.
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The Nehru Indoor Stadium here sparkled with classy light-
ing, and a sense of excitement was palpable during the inaugural
event. The sprawling arena in downtown Chennai was buzzing
with fresh ideas represented in the form of elegant decor with
the undercurrent being the nerve-wracking game of chess. The
stadium’s dais was decked with king-sized brightly coloured chess
pieces of king, bishop, rook, queen, knight and the pawns.  Modi
said the Chess Olympiad, the most prestigious tournament, is
being hosted by India, the home of chess at a special time in its
history, which marks 75 years of freedom from colonial rule.  This
is the first time the Chess Olympiad is being held in the place
of origin of chess, India, he said. 

It is coming to Asia for the first time in 3 decades. In his
address during the inaugural at the Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor
Stadium, Modi said it is an honour to have international chess
players at such a special time. “In sports there are no losers, there
are winners and there are future winners,” he said. 

“May the 44th Chess Olympiad in Chennai be an enriching
experience for everyone. Best wishes to all the participants.” 

On his arrival here, Prime Minister Narendra Modi was
accorded a warm welcome with performances by musicians and
percussionists all along the route he took by road to reach the
venue, the Nehru stadium.  Modi sported a shawl and dhoti with
a chessboard design border.  Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin
wore a silk like yellow shirt, dhoti and an ‘Angavastra’ (shawl).
The FIDE 44th Chess Olympaid commences on July 28 and ends
on August 10. This is the first time, India is hosting the event. 
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“As a protest, Pakistan has decided not to participate in the
44th Chess Olympiad and will also raise the matter with the inter-
national Chess Federation at the highest level,” said the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs in the statement. The torch relay passed through
Kashmir’s capital Srinagar on June 21. Reacting to Pakistan’s deci-
sion, Ministry of External Affairs Spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said it was surprising that Pakistan has suddenly taken
the decision not to participate in the event.

It is highly unfortunate that Pakistan has politicised the pres-
tigious international event by making such statements and with-
drawing its participation after its team has already reached India,
he said. Bagchi was responding to questions on Pakistan’s deci-
sion to pull out from the Olympiad, citing the torch relay of the
event passing through Jammu and Kashmir. On this, Bagchi
asserted that the Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh “have been, are and will remain an integral part of India.”
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Russian forces on
Thursday launched mas-
sive missile strikes on

Ukraine's Kyiv and Chernihiv
regions, areas that haven't been
targeted in weeks, while
Ukrainian officials announced
an operation to liberate an
occupied region in the coun-
try's south.

Kyiv regional governor
Oleksiy Kuleba said on
Telegram that a settlement in
the Vyshgorod district of the
region was targeted early on
Thursday morning; an “infra-
structure object” was hit. It
wasn't immediately clear if
there were any casualties.

Vyshhgorod is located 20
kilometers north of downtown
Kyiv. Kuleba linked the strikes
with the Day of Statehood,
which Ukraine was marking for
the first time on Thursday.

“Russia, with the help of
missiles, is mounting revenge
for the widespread popular
resistance, which the
Ukrainians were able to organ-
ise precisely because of their
statehood,” Kuleba told
Ukrainian television. “Ukraine
has already broken Russia's
plans and will continue to
defend itself.” Chernihiv gov-
ernor Vyacheslav Chaus report-
ed that multiple missiles were
fired from the territory of
Belarus at the village of
Honcharivska.

Russian troops withdrew

from the Kyiv and Chernihiv
regions months ago after fail-
ing to capture either. The
renewed strikes on the areas
come a day after the leader of
pro-Kremlin separatists in the
east, Denis Pushilin, publicly
called on the Russian forces to
“liberate Russian cities found-
ed by the Russian people —
Kyiv, Chernihiv, Poltava,
Odesa, Dnipropetrovsk,
Kharkiv, Zaporizhzhia, Lutsk”.

Kharkiv, Ukraine's second
largest city, also came under a

barrage of shelling overnight,
its mayor Ihor Terekhov said.
The southern city of Mykolaiv
was fired at as well, with one
person sustaining injuries.

Meanwhile, the Ukrainian
military continued to counter-
attack in the occupied southern
region of Kherson, striking a
key bridge over the Dnieper
River on Wednesday.

Ukrainian media on
Thursday quoted Ukraine's
presidential adviser, Oleksiy
Arestovich, as saying that the

operation to liberate Kherson
“has already begun”.

Arestovich said Kyiv's
forces were planning to isolate
Russian troops there and leave
them with three options — to
“retreat, if possible, surrender
or be destroyed”.

Oleksiy Danilov, the sec-
retary of Ukraine's National
Security and Defense Council,
in televised remarks on
Wednesday said he was “cau-
tious” in assessing the timeline
of the possible counteroffen-

sive.
“I would really like it to be

much faster,” he said, adding
that “the enemy is now con-
centrating the maximum num-
ber (of forces) precisely in the
Kherson direction.”

“A very large-scale move-
ment of their troops has begun,
they are gathering additional
forces,” Danilov warned.

The British military esti-
mated on Thursday that
Ukraine's counteroffensive in
Kherson is “gathering momen-
tum”.

“Their forces have highly
likely established a bridgehead
south of the Ingulets River,
which forms the northern
boundary of Russian-occupied
Kherson,” the British Defense
Ministry said on Thursday.

It added that Ukraine has
used its new long-range
artillery to damage at least
three of the bridges across the
Dnieper River, “which Russia
relies upon to supply the areas
under its control”.

The 1,000-metre-long
Antonivsky bridge, which
Ukrainian forces struck on
Wednesday, is likely to be
“unusable”, the British Defence
Ministry concluded.

Ukraine's presidential
office said on Thursday morn-
ing that Russian shelling of
cities and villages over the past
24 hours killed at least five civil-
ians, all of them in the eastern
Donetsk region, and wounded
nine more.
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Russian, French and
American leaders are criss-

crossing Africa to win support
for their positions on the war
in Ukraine, waging what some
say is the most intense compe-
tition for influence on the con-
tinent since the Cold War.

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov and French
President Emanuel Macron are
each visiting several African
countries this week.

Samantha Power, head of
the US Agency for
International Development,
went to Kenya and Somalia last
week. The US ambassador to
the UN, Linda Thomas-
Greenfield, will go to Ghana
and Uganda next week. “It's like
a new Cold War is playing out
in Africa, where the rival sides
are trying to gain influence,”
said William Gumede, director
of Democracy Works, a foun-
dation promoting good gover-
nance.

Lavrov, in his travels across
the drought- and hunger-
stricken continent, has sought
to portray the West as the vil-
lain, blaming it for rising food
prices, while the Western lead-
ers have accused the Kremlin
of cynically using food as a
weapon and waging an impe-
rial-style war of conquest —
words calculated to appeal to

listeners in post-colonial
Africa. Under President
Vladimir Putin, Russia has
been working to win support in
Africa for several years, rein-
vigorating friendships that date
back a half-century, when the
Soviet Union backed many
African movements fighting to
end colonial rule. “Now that
campaign has gone into high
gear,” Gumede said. Moscow's
influence in Africa was on dis-
play in March during the UN
vote to condemn Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine. While 28
African nations voted in favour
of the resolution, a significant
minority of countries on the
continent — 25 — either voted
to abstain or did not vote at all.

Russia's top diplomat this
week visited Egypt, Congo,
Uganda and Ethiopia, pledging
friendship and charging the US
and European countries with

driving up food prices by pur-
suing “reckless” environmental
policies.

He also accused them of
hoarding food during the
COVID-19 pandemic. “The
situation in Ukraine did addi-
tionally negatively affect food
markets, but not due to the
Russian special operation,
rather due to the absolutely
inadequate reaction of the
West, which announced sanc-
tions,” Lavrov said in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia's capital.

Lavrov was warmly
received in Uganda by
President Yoweri Museveni,
who for years has been a US
ally but has refused to criticise
Russia over the invasion.

Museveni even suggested
at the outbreak of the war that
Putin's actions might be under-
standable because Ukraine is in
Russia's sphere of influence.
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The US has offered a deal to
Russia aimed at bringing

home WNBA star Brittney
Griner and another jailed
American, Paul Whelan,
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said Wednesday. In a
sharp reversal of previous poli-
cy, Blinken also said he expects
to speak with his Kremlin coun-
terpart for the first time since
before Russia invaded Ukraine. 

The statement marked the
first time the US government
has publicly revealed any con-
crete action it has taken to
secure the release of Griner, who
was arrested on drug-related
charges at a Moscow airport in
February and testified
Wednesday at her trial. 

Blinken did not offer details
on the proposed deal, which was
offered weeks ago, and it is
unclear if it will be enough for
Russia to release the Americans.
But the public acknowledgment

of the offer at a time when the
U.S. Has otherwise shunned
Russia, reflects the mounting
pressure on the administration
over Griner and Whelan and its
determination to get them
home.

Blinken said Washington
would like a response from
Moscow. Russia has for years
expressed interest in the release
of Viktor Bout, a Russian arms
dealer once labeled the
“Merchant of Death,” who was
sentenced to 25 years in prison
in 2012 on charges that he
schemed to illegally sell millions
of dollars in weapons. Blinken
said he had requested a call with
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov. U.S. Officials said the the
desire for an answer on the pris-
oner offer was the primary, but
not only, reason that the U.S. On
Wednesday requested the call
with Lavrov.

Should the call take place, it
would be the first conversation
that Blinken and Lavrov have

held since Feb. 15, about a week
before Russia invaded Ukraine.
Blinken said he would also be
speaking to Lavrov about the
importance of Russia complying
with a UN-brokered deal to free
multiple tons of Ukrainian grain
from storage and warning him
about the dangers of possible
Russian attempts to annex por-
tions of eastern and southern
Ukraine.

Whelan, a corporate secu-
rity executive from Michigan,
was sentenced in 2020 to 16

years in prison on espionage
charges. He and his family have
vigorously asserted his inno-
cence. The U.S. Government has
denounced the charges as false.
He and his family have vigor-
ously asserted his innocence.
The U.S. Government has
denounced the charges as false.

Griner, in Russian custody
for the last month, acknowl-
edged in court this month that
she had vape cartridges con-
taining cannabis oil in her lug-
gage when she arrived in

Moscow in February but con-
tends she had no criminal
intent and packed the car-
tridges inadvertently.

At her trial Wednesday,
Griner said she did not know
how the cannabis oil ended up
in her bag but explained she had
a doctor's recommendation for
it and had packed in haste. She
said she was pulled aside at the
airport after inspectors found
the cartridges, but that a lan-
guage interpreter translated only
a fraction of what was said dur-
ing her questioning and that offi-
cials instructed her to sign doc-
uments without providing an
explanation.

Griner faces up to 10 years
in prison if convicted of trans-
porting drugs. The U.S.
Government has long resisted
prisoner swaps out of concern
that it could encourage addi-
tional hostage-taking and pro-
mote false equivalency between
a wrongfully detained American
and a foreign national regarded

as justly convicted. But an ear-
lier deal in April, in which
Marine veteran Trevor Reed
was traded for jailed Russian
pilot, Konstantin Yaroshenko,
appeared to open the door to
similar resolutions in the future
and the Biden administration
has been hounded with political
pressure to bring home Griner
and other Americans designat-
ed as unjustly detained.

There was no indication
that Blinken and Lavrov had
communicated to secure Reed's
release. 

Their last publicly recog-
nized contact was Feb. 22, when
Blinken wrote to Lavrov to can-
cel a meeting they had planned
as a last-ditch effort to avert the
Russian invasion, saying
Moscow had shown no interest
in serious diplomacy on the
matter. 

The State Department said
later that Russia's diplomacy
was “Kabuki Theater” — all
show and no substance.
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COLOMBO: Sri Lankan
President Ranil
Wickremesinghe has said his
government's main priorities
are to fix the country's ailing
economy and end the severe
fuel shortage that has exacer-
bated after the last shipment
under the Indian credit line
arrived here in June.
Addressing a gathering at his
party headquarters on
Wednesday, the newly-elected
president said his government
was not against peaceful protest
and would allow them all the
time if the protesters did not
break the law. “I became the
president at a most difficult
time for the country. We have
to set the economy right,” he
said. Wickremesinghe said his
government's main task was to
first reduce the length of fuel
queues and then eliminate
them completely. Since June 27,
the government has stopped
fuel supplies and restricted

essential services. Minister of
Power and Energy Kanchana
Wijesekera said on Monday
that Sri Lanka will restrict fuel
imports for the next 12 months
as it is facing a severe shortage
of foreign exchange and
announcing a rationing system
for the distribution of fuel
across the crisis-hit island
nation. “QR system was intro-
duced since the daily fuel
demand cannot be fulfilled.
Due to Forex issues, Fuel
imports have to be restricted in
the next 12 months,” he said.

Sri Lanka, a country of 22
million people, is under the
grip of an unprecedented eco-
nomic turmoil, leaving millions
struggling to buy food, medi-
cine, fuel and other essentials.
The severe foreign exchange
shortage has hampered the
import of fuel and other essen-
tials in the country reeling
under the worst economic cri-
sis in seven decades.
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WASHINGTON: President Joe
Biden and China's Xi Jinping
held the fifth conversation of
their presidencies on Thursday,
speaking for more than two
hours as they chart the future of
their complicated relationship at
a time of simmering economic
and geopolitical tensions.

The call began at 8:33 am
EDT and ended at 10:50 am
EDT, according to the White
House. It took place as Biden
aims to find new ways to work

with the rising global power as
well as strategies to contain
China's influence around the
world. Differing perspectives
on global health, economic pol-
icy and human rights have long
tested the relationship — with
China's refusal to condemn
Russia's invasion of Ukraine
adding further strain. “The two
heads of state had in-depth
communication and exchanges
on China-US relations and
issues of mutual concern,” China

Central Television reported on
its website. The latest pressure
point has been House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi's potential visit to
Taiwan, the island that governs
itself democratically and receives
informal defensive support from
the US, but which China con-
siders part of its territory. Beijing
has said it would view such a trip
as a provocation, a threat US
officials are taking with height-
ened seriousness in light of
Russia's incursion into Ukraine.
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Former Chancellor Rishi Sunak has an edge
over his rival, Foreign Secretary Liz Truss,

in the race to be elected the next Conservative
Party leader and British Prime Minister among
swing voters, a new survey revealed on
Thursday. The British Indian ex-minister, who
has been trailing Truss among the hardcore Tory
members who will vote for their favourite in
postal ballots from next week, is favoured among
voters who had voted Conservative for the first
time in the 2019 general election.

"While there is little to separate the two lead-
ership candidates among for example those who
currently intend to vote [Opposition] Labour
(minus 59 for Sunak, minus 62 for Truss) or those
who voted Conservative in 2019 (0 and +3 respec-
tively), the crucial difference between Truss and
Sunak comes among swing voters,” YouGov said
in a statement. "Net favourability among those
who voted Conservative in 2019 but now tell us
they plan to vote Labour stands at minus 25 for
Sunak and minus 45 for Truss. Equally, scores
among those who voted Labour in 2017 but
Conservative in 2019 register at minus 6 for Sunak
and minus 19 for Truss,” it said.
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Africa still does not have a
single dose of the mon-
keypox vaccine even

though it's the only continent to
have documented deaths from
the disease that's newly declared
a global emergency, its public
health agency announced on
Thursday.

“Let us get vaccines onto the
continent,” the acting head of
the Africa Centres for Disease
Control and Prevention, Ahmed
Ogwell, said in a weekly media
briefing.He described a situation
where the African continent of
1.3 billion people is again being
left behind in access to doses in
an uncomfortable echo of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Less than a week ago, the
World Health Organisation
declared monkeypox an “extra-
ordinary” situation that qualifies
as a global health emergency.

To date, more than 20,000
cases have been reported in 77
countries. More than 2,100

monkeypox cases have been
recorded in 11 African countries
and 75 people have died, the
Africa CDC director said.

Although monkeypox has
been established in parts of
central and west Africa for
decades, it was not known to
spark large outbreaks beyond
the continent or to spread wide-
ly among people until May,
when authorities detected
dozens of epidemics in Europe,
North America and elsewhere.

Now the global race is on to
obtain monkeypox vaccine
doses. The European
Commission, the European
Union's executive arm, has
secured the purchase of 160,000
doses of vaccines for the disease.

On Wednesday, US health
regulators said nearly 800,000
doses of the monkeypox vaccine
will soon be available for dis-
tribution after what they
described as weeks of delays.

Such delays are far more
pronounced on the African
continent, where the painful dis-

ease has been endemic in some
countries for years.

Ogwell said the Africa CDC
has engaged with international
partners in attempts to obtain
vaccines, and while he said
“good news” is expected in the
coming days, “we cannot be able
to give you a timeline”.

Even doses of the smallpox
vaccine, which has shown effec-
tiveness against monkeypox,
are not available in Africa,
Ogwell said.

“The solutions need to be
global in nature,” he said, in a
warning to the international
community. “If we're not safe,
the rest of the world is not safe.”

The COVID-19 pandemic

and the global hoarding of vac-
cine doses were a jolt to African
leaders, who quickly joined
together in an unprecedented
effort to obtain doses and estab-
lish the production of more vac-
cines on the continent.

Now, to their dismay, the
monkeypox outbreak is again
showing how the world's rich-
er countries hurry to protect
their own people first.

WHO has said it is creating
a vaccine-sharing mechanism
for protection against monkey-
pox, but the organisation has
released few details, so there's no
guarantee that African countries
will get priority. No countries
have yet agreed to share any vac-

cines with the WHO.
WHO officials have empha-

sised that monkeypox can infect
anyone in close contact with a
patient or their contaminated
clothing or bedsheets.
Researchers are still exploring
how it spreads but believe it's
mainly through close, skin-to-
skin contact and through con-
tact with bedding and clothing
that touched an infected per-
son's rash or body fluids.

In Africa, monkeypox
mainly spreads to people by
infected wild animals like
rodents in limited outbreaks
that typically have not crossed
borders.

In Europe, North America
and elsewhere, however, mon-
keypox is spreading among
people with no links to animals
or recent travel to Africa.

In the US and Europe, the
vast majority of infections have
happened in men who have sex
with men, though health offi-
cials have stressed that anyone
can contract the virus. 
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Bangladesh's International Crimes Tribunal on
Thursday sentenced six members of the infa-

mous paramilitary force 'Razakar Bahini' to death
for collaborating with the Pakistani Army for
"crimes against humanity" during the 1971
Liberation War. 

The three-member tribunal headed by
Justice Mohammad Shahinur Islam delivered the
verdict.

“They shall be hanged by neck until their
death,” Islam pronounced, with five of the con-
victs faced the trial in person, while one convict
was tried in absentia. The six accused include
Amjad Hossain Howladar, Sahar Ali Sardar,
Atiyar Rahman, Motachim Billah, Kamal Uddin
Goldar, and Nazrul Islam. Of them, Nazrul Islam
is absconding.

The convicts were present on the dock as the
judgment was delivered after which they were
brought to Dhaka Central Jail.

“All the six convicts were charged on four
counts of crimes against humanity,” prosecution
lawyer Mokhlesur Rahman told reporters.
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North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un warned he's

ready to use his nuclear
weapons in potential military
conflicts with the United
States and South Korea, state
media said Thursday, as he
unleashed f iery rhetoric
against rivals he says are
pushing the Korean Peninsula
to the brink of war.

Kim's speech to war vet-

erans on the 69th anniversary
of the end of the 1950-53
Korean War was apparently
meant to boost internal unity
in the impoverished country
amid pandemic-related eco-
nomic difficulties. While Kim
has increasingly threatened
his  r ivals  with nuclear
weapons, it's unlikely that he
would use them first against
the superior militaries of the
US. And its allies, observers
say.
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Beijing grumbled but swallowed its irritation
in 1997 when then-Speaker Newt Gingrich

of the US House of Representatives visited
Taiwan, the island democracy claimed by the
mainland's ruling Communist Party as its own
territory. China had other priorities. President
Jiang Zemin's government was preparing to cel-
ebrate Hong Kong's return and wanted to lock
in Beijing's emergence from diplomatic isola-
tion after its 1989 crackdown on pro-democ-
racy demonstrations in Tiananmen Square.
Gingrich, a booster of closer US-Chinese ties,
had just helped that campaign by meeting Jiang
in Beijing. China avoided a disruptive clash with
Washington. A quarter-century later, conditions

have changed drastically. Chinese President Xi
Jinping's government is richer, more heavily
armed and less willing to compromise over
Taiwan following news reports the current
speaker, Nancy Pelosi, might become the most
senior US official since Gingrich to visit the
island. Beijing sees any official contact with
Taiwan as recognition of its democratically
elected government, which the mainland says
has no right to conduct foreign relations.

The timing adds to political pressure. Xi is
widely expected to try to award himself a third
five-year term as party leader at a meeting in
the autumn. That could be undercut if rivals can
accuse Xi of failing to be tough enough in the
face of what they consider American provoca-
tion.
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Germany will face England in
Sunday's Euro 2022 final

after Alexandra Popp struck
twice to beat France 2-1 in
Milton Keynes on Wednesday.

The German captain's
opener was quickly cancelled out
by Merle Frohms' own goal, but
Popp's towering header 14 min-
utes from time sent the eight-
time winners into another final
at Wembley. Popp had been at
risk of missing the European
Championship for a third time
due to injury, but the Wolfsburg
striker proved her fitness in
time after two knee surgeries
and has gone on to be the star
performer of the tournament.

The 31-year-old's double

took her level with England's
Beth Mead on six goals in the
battle for the Golden Boot,
matching the record for a single
women's European
Championship held by Inka
Grings from Euro 2009.

That tournament ended in
a German rout over England in
the final and Die Nationalelf will
be hoping for a repeat as they
aim to upset the hosts in front
of a sell-out crowd of 87,000.

In contrast to Germany's
pedigree at the women's Euro,
France were in the last four for
the first time. Les Bleues were left
to regret a series of missed
chances early in the second half
as they lacked a clinical goalscor-
er without the injured Marie-
Antoinette Katoto.
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Providing some relief to the
Indian shooting fraternity,

Commonwealth Games
Federation's (CGF) CEO Katie
Sadleir on Thursday expressed
optimism about reintegrating
the sport into its programme
before the 2026 edition in
Victoria.

Shooting, along with
wrestling, disciplines in which
India normally win the bulk of
its medals at the Games, didn't
make it to the initial list of the
16 sports picked for the Games
in the Australian state of
Victoria.

However, hours before the
2022 Birmingham Games were
to begin, Sadleir said the disci-
plines would come up for dis-
cussion in September, before the
final list is announced.

"We have recently
announced an initial pro-
gramme with 16 sports, with the
definite ambition to grow that
programme," Sadleir said.

"There currently is an
expression of interest out there
with the international federa-
tions that are currently not in the
programme have been invited to

put forward their proposals for
considerations, and shooting is
definitely on the case," she
added. Shooting, which account-
ed for 16 of the 66 medals India
bagged at the Gold Coast Games
four years ago, was omitted
from the ongoing Games at
Birmingham, leading to a strong
protest by the Indian Olympic
Association (IOA).

There was more setback
for India when the sport again
did not find itself in the list of
events for the 2026 Games along

with wrestling where the nation
had topped the medals tally in
2018.

A former CWG medallist
and an Olympian, Sadleir said
there's a strong wave of interest
for the two disciplines' inclusion.

"I know there's a significant
amount of social media going on
in Australia, plus the interna-
tional federation, has made it
clear that they are going to put
forward a very strong case for
consideration," the Scotland-
born New Zealander said.
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Apodium finish on its mind, the
Indian women's hockey team
would look to bury the ghosts

of a disastrous World Cup campaign
by steam-rolling minnows Ghana in
the Commonwealth Games opener on
Thursday.

The Indian women are clubbed in
Pool A alongside hosts England,
Canada, Wales and Ghana, while
Australia, South Africa, New Zealand,
Scotland and Kenya complete Pool B.

Just like their male counterparts,
the Indian women returned empty-
handed from the last edition of the
Games in Gold Coast, finishing fourth
after being routed 0-6 by England in
the bronze medal play-off match.

Going into Games, the Indian
women must have been haunted by
their below-par effort in the recently
concluded World Cup in Spain and
the Netherlands, where the Savita
Punia-led side finished a disappoint-
ing ninth.

And the Janneke Schopman-
coached side would be desperate to
prove that it is a far better side than
what the recent results indicate. They
would be itching to prove their detrac-
tors wrong about the perception that
a historic fourth place finish in last
year's Tokyo Olympics was a mere
fluke.

The Indian women would also be
hoping to break their 16-year medal
brought in the Games here. The
India's last medal -- a silver -- in CWG
came in 2006 Melbourne.

The only other medal that Indian
women bagged in the Games since
hockey introduction in 1998 was a
gold in the 2002 edition in
Manchester.

Besides the brilliant Olympic
campaign, the Indians would also be
boosted by their creditable third place
finish in their maiden Pro League out-
ing this season.

But to finish on the podium, the
ninth ranked Indians will have to get
the better of world No.3 Australia, fifth

ranked England and world No. 8 New
Zealand, who are also strong medal
contenders.

In the last edition of the Games,
New Zealand won the gold ahead of
Australia and the Trans-Tasman rivals
would fancy their chances in this
Games too.

Australia have dominated
women's hockey in CWG, bagging as
many as four gold medals, one silver

and a bronze.
While it is expected to be a cake-

walk for India in their opening two
pool games against world No. 30
Ghana, and world No. 24 Wales (on
Saturday), the Savita's side will face its
first real challenge against England on
August 2 before finishing their pool
campaign against No.15 Canada.

With the top two teams from each
pool progressing into the semifinals,

India and England are clear favourites
from Pool A unless something dras-
tic happens.

But the recent World Cup has
brought to light some chinks in
India's armour, which they need to
address quickly.

For Indian women, while penal-
ty corner conversions remain a major
concern, the forward line too needs to
pull up its socks.

In the recent World Cup, the
Indians created plenty of scoring
chances from open play as well as
penalty corners but squandered most
of the opportunities.

Coach Schopman would be
expecting a much-improved show
from her forwards and drag-flicker
Gurjit Kaur.

In the other Pool A match of the
day, Canada will take on Wales. 
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Indian women's cricket team
captain Harmanpreet Kaur

wants her players to develop
the "killing attitude" that
champion teams of the past
possessed.

India are still some dis-
tance away from becoming
world beaters but all the play-
ers who are here for the
Commonwealth Games have
bought into an idea suggest-
ed by all-rounder Pooja
Vastrakar during the Sri
Lanka tour last month.

Harmanpreet, who began
her all-format captaincy stint
with the Sri Lanka series, feels
a ruthless approach is need-
ed even when the chips are
down. "During the Sri Lanka
tour, we had a meeting with
the players. I asked the girls
how they want the team to
play. Pooja gave a good
answer about the killing atti-
tude.

"Right now we are work-
ing on that whether we are
training or playing. Everyone
is talking about that in the
team. All players have bought
into this and Pooja is some-
one who comes up with
funny ideas all the time," said
Harmanpreet on the eve of

the opener against Australia
at the Birmingham Games.

Pooja however is not part
of the team yet as she was
forced to stay back in India
after returning a positive
COVID-19 test a day before
the squad's departure for
Birmingham.

"She has been doing well
for the past one year.
Normally senior players give
a lot of ideas but she came up
with this and spoke about it
and I really liked it."

India had an optional
training session on Thursday
with six players travelling to
Edgbaston.

The team will be looking
to form the right balance in
the T20 format.

"We have a balanced side
and we need to shuffle our
batting and bowling here and
there for the right combina-
tion." The Australia clash will
be followed by the big game
against Pakistan on July 31.

"We know the stakes are
high but when you are play-
ing you just think about doing
well on the day. When we
were kids we have seen the
men's Indo-Pak games. We
used to get excited as kids but
as players these things don't
matter," she added. 
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World champion Nikhat
Zareen and reigning

Olympic Bronze medallist
Lovlina Borgohain have been
handed a relatively easy opening
round draws in the women's
boxing competition of the
Commonwealth Games which
begins here with the opening
ceremony on Thursday.

Nikhat will open her cam-
paign in the women's 48-50kg
light flyweight category against
Helena Ismael Bagao of
Mozambique on Sunday. A vic-
tory would see her pitted against
another easy opponent in Helen
Jones of Wales in the quarterfi-
nals.

Lovlina will also be up
against the lesser-known Ariane
Nicholson of New Zealand in
her opening light middle weight
(66-70kg) bout on Saturday,
and a win will pit her against
Gold Coast silver medallist
Rosie Eccles of Wales in the
quarterfinals.

The Welsh boxer, who won
a silver medal in 2016 and a
bronze in 2019 European
Championships, got a bye in the
first round.

In the lightweight (57-60kg)
division, Jasmine will feature

straight in the quarterfinals after
getting a first round bye.

But a tricky quarterfinal
final awaits Jasmine as she will
be up against 2018 Gold Coast
bronze medallist Troy Garton of
New Zealand on August 4.

In the women's minimum
weight (45-48kg) category, Nitu

needs just a win to secure a
medal as only eight boxers fea-
ture in the draw.

She will square up against
Nicole Clyde of Northern
Ireland in the quarterfinals on
August 3.

Among men, Asian Games
gold medallist and 2018 CWG

silver medallist Amit Panghal
will kick-off his campaign
against Vanuatu's Namri Berri in
the flyweight (48-51kg) catego-
ry on August 1.

On the other hand,
Mohammad Hussamuddin,
who won bronze medallist in the
last CWG, will play Amzolele
Dyeyi of South Africa in his
opening featherweight (54-5kg)
bout on July 30.

Former Asian and World
Championships medallist Shiva
Thapa will take on  Pakistan's
Suleman Baloch in the first
round of light welterweight (60
to 63.5kg) category on Friday,
while welterweight (63.5 to
67kg) pugilist Rohit Tokas got a
first round bye and will take on
Alfred Kotey of Ghana in his
second bout on August 2.

Sumit too got a first round
bye in the middleweight (71-
75kg) division and will face
Callum Peters of Australia in the
second round on Sunday.

In the men's light heavy-
weight (75 to 80kg) event,
Ashish Kumar too got a bye in
the opening round and will
face Travis Tapatuetoa of Niue
on August 1, while Sanjeet will
take on Ato Leau Plodzicki-
Faogali of SAM in the heavy-
weight first round on Saturday.
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The 2022 edition of the Commonwealth
Games kicked off in Birmingham on

Thursday. This year, as many as 215 Indian ath-
letes will take part in 19 different sports. In the
last edition of the games, India won 66 medals,
but this time it will get a bit tough to match that
tally, particularly in the absence of shooting.
India won 16 medals in shooting last time, but
this year the sport has been dropped.

Apart from that, a few superstars like Tokyo
Olympics Gold medallist Neeraj Chopra, six-
time world champion and defending Gold
medallist MC Mary Kom and two-time Gold
medallist Saina Nehwal will miss the event
because of injury and other related issues. But
then too, there are a few players who will start
as favourites for the top position. Here's a look
at the top five Indian athletes competing in the
2022 games.
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Two-time Olympic medallist PV Sindhu

will hope to win
her maiden Gold
medal in
women's singles
this year. In the
2018 edition, she
lost to Saina
Nehwal in the
Gold medal
match. But this
time, in Saina's
absence, she will
be India's biggest
medal hope in
women's bad-

minton. She has recently won the Singapore
Open tournament and is in the seventh posi-
tion in the world rankings.
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Star Indian weightlifter Mirabai Chanu will
hope to win another Gold medal in the CWG
this year. She won Silver at the 2014 Glasgow
Games and Gold at the 2018 Gold Coast
Games. The 27-year-old Manipuri athlete cre-
ated history in Tokyo last year when she became
the first Indian weightlifter to win a Silver
medal in the Olympics. There will be high
hopes from the ace weightlifter, and she'll look
to maintain her numero uno status.

��$����<�	������?<�G��@
Like Sindhu and Mirabai, Lovlina also won

a medal at the Tokyo Olympics last year. The
24-year-old from Assam won a Bronze medal
in the women's 69kg category. In the previous
edition of the CWG, Lovlina lost in the quar-
terfinals to eventual Gold winner Sandy Ryan
of England, but this year, she will start as one
of the favourites for the top place finish.
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Freestyle wrestler Ravi Kumar Dahiya

surprised one and all when he defied all odds
to win the Silver medal at the Olympics last
year. He lost the Gold medal match in the 57kg
category against ROC wrestler Zaur Uguev to
settle for a second-place finish. In his maiden

CWG this year, he will start as the favourite for
the Gold medal. The 24-year-old is one of the
best wrestlers in the country and there will be
high hopes from him after his spectacular dis-
play in Tokyo.
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Manika Batra won a total of four medals

in the 2018 Commonwealth Games. She won
the top prize in women's singles and women's
team events apart from winning a Bronze in

mixed doubles and settling for Silver in
women's doubles. The 27-year-old from Delhi
defeated world number 4 Feng Tianwei as well
as Zhou Yihan in India's 3-1 win in the women's
team event final against Singapore and also
became the first Indian female paddler to win
an individual Gold medal in the CWG. This
year, she will again be the favourite to retain
her title.
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Indian racer Jehan Daruvala
will be looking to secure his

seventh top-three finish as he
heads to his next event in
Hungary's Hungaroring race
track this Sunday.

The 23-year-old chalked up
his sixth podium of the season
in France when he finished sec-
ond last week.

It was also the fifth time this
year he finished in the runner-
up spot.

"The Hungaroring is a track
that I really enjoy. While it is a
purpose-built circuit, its tight,
twisting corners have a street-
track feel to them, making it very
similar to Monaco," Jehan said.

"Of course that means over-
taking is always difficult here
and qualifying will be absolute-
ly crucial this weekend. We
know that's an area we need to
improve on but we're working
hard to make that step up so we
can fight at the front in the
Feature race on Sunday," he
added. Jehan has raced at the
4.3-km long track on the out-
skirts of Budapest several times
in his career.
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Four-time Formula One world
champion Sebastian Vettel will

retire at the end of the 2022 season,
he announced on Thursday.

"The decision to retire has been
a difficult one for me to take, and I
have spent a lot of time thinking
about it," Vettel, 35, said in an Aston
Martin team statement.

"At the end of the year I want to
take some more time to reflect on
what I will focus on next; it is very
clear to me that, being a father, I
want to spend more time with my
family. But today is not about say-
ing goodbye. 

"Rather, it is about saying thank
you — to everyone — not least to the
fans, without whose passionate sup-

port Formula One could not exist."
Vettel won four successive

championships with Red Bull from
2010 to 2013, but struggled to
reproduce his best results after
moving to Ferrari before joining
Aston Martin last year.

His 53 Grand Prix victories
place him third on the all-time list
behind Lewis Hamilton (103) and
Michael Schumacher (91). Vettel last
won a race in Singapore in 2019.

"He is one of the all-time greats
of Formula One, and it has been a
privilege to have been able to work
with him," said Aston Martin exec-
utive chairman Lawrence Stroll,
whose son Lance is the team's other
driver. "He will continue to race for
us up to and including the 2022 Abu
Dhabi Grand Prix, which will be his

300th Grand Prix entry. We will give
him a fabulous send-off."

The German made his F1 debut
with BMW Sauber at the United
States Grand Prix in 2007. He
joined Toro Rosso that same year
and raced the final seven races of the
season.
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He then spent a full season with

Toro Rosso before making the step
up to Red Bull in 2009.

Vettel's first title in 2010, aged
23 years and 134 days, saw him
become the youngest world cham-
pion in history. He moved to Aston
Martin last season after six years at
Ferrari, with whom he twice finished
runner-up for the world title to
Hamilton in 2017 and 2018.
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Spinner Prabath Jayasuriya
grabbed another five-wick-

et haul as Sri Lanka thumped
Pakistan by 246 runs in the sec-
ond Test to end the series 1-1
on Thursday.

Chasing a mammoth 508
for victory, tourists Pakistan
were bowled out for 261 in the
second session on day five in
Galle with skipper Babar Azam
hitting a valiant 81.

The 30-year-old Jayasuriya,
a left-arm spinner, claimed his
fourth five-wicket haul in just
his third Test since making his
debut against Australia earlier
this month. Fellow spinner
Ramesh Mendis took four
wickets.

Sri Lanka were racing to
wrap up the match ahead of
forecast rain after Pakistan
resumed with nine wickets
remaining and gamely fought
on through the morning.

But Jayasuriya kept hit-
ting back with regular strikes
and got Agha Salman out for

four at the stroke of lunch, then
trapped talisman Azam lbw to
end Pakistan's resistance.

"When Babar was dis-
missed we knew that we could
pull this off. Babar is their
anchor," Jayasuriya, who has
bagged 29 wickets in three
Tests, told reporters.

"That was crucial and once
he was out we knew we could
pull it off."

Ramesh, who took five
wickets with his off-spin in
Pakistan's first innings, wiped
off the tail to trigger Sri
Lankan celebrations in former
captain Angelo Mathews'
100th Test.

Pakistan won the opener
with a Galle record chase of 342
and fought hard to outdo
themselves, with the in-form
Azam scoring his 23rd Test
fifty and putting on brave
stands with overnight partner
Imam-ul-Haq (49) and
Mohammad Rizwan (37).

"We were definitely in the
game but Dhananjaya's innings
changed the game," said Azam.
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Finn Allen and Ish Sodhi both produced
format-best displays as New Zealand

overwhelmed Scotland by 68 runs in the 1st
T20I at Edinburgh on Wednesday.

Allen's 101, his maiden T20 hundred,
was the cornerstone of New Zealand's 225-
5, the opener sharing a first-wicket stand of
85 with the experienced Martin Guptill (40).

Scotland were rarely in the hunt in reply,
with leg-break bowler Sodhi taking a career-
best 4-28 from his four overs, while fellow
spinner Mitchell Santner, the New Zealand
captain, weighed in with 2-23 as the hosts
were held to 157-8 in their 20 overs.

Calum MacLeod top-scored for Scotland
with 33 as New Zealand went 1-0 up in this
two-match series.
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Jonny Bairstow's excellent sea-
son continued as he made 90

in England's 41-run win over
South Africa in the 1st T20I at
Bristol on Wednesday.

Moeen Ali compiled
England's quickest T20 fifty, off
just 16 balls, in the hosts' 234-6
-- their second highest total at
this level behind the 241-3 they
posted against New Zealand at
Napier in 2019.

"It was a great performance,
what we've been looking for, a
brilliant total, we were under
threat for a while but delighted
with the win," England T20
captain Jos Buttler told Sky
Sports.

Moeen, the plyer of the

match, added: "Generally I back
myself, try to see it and hit it.
Jonny is so powerful, I try to
remind him of the good things
he does."

But amid the 20 sixes in
England's innings, Proteas
quick Lungi Ngidi took an
excellent 5-39, his career best
T20I figures.

England's Reece Topley then
struck twice in the second over
to reduce South Africa to 7-2,
the in-form left-arm quick
removing dangerman Quinton
de Kock and Rilee Rossouw.

South Africa were 86-4 in
the 10th over, with Reeza
Hendricks having made 57 off
33 balls, when Tristan Stubbs
hauled them back into the game
with a brilliant maiden T20I fifty

off just 19 balls, including six
soaring sixes.

Even allowing for a good
pitch and a relatively small
ground, it was a superb display
of ball-striking by the 21-year-

old Stubbs.
But with South Africa need-

ing 54 off 18 balls, paceman
Chris Jordan conceded just three
runs, with Andile Phehlukwayo
defeated by several yorkers.

It was a decisive over, with
South Africa also paying dear-
ly for several fielding errors
earlier in the match.

"CJ (Jordan) changed the
momentum of the game, a bril-
liant over," said Buttler.

Stubbs launched Richard
Gleeson to long-off as a brilliant
innings of 72 off just 28 balls
came to an end, with South
Africa finishing on 193-8.

"They demolished us in the
last 10 (overs) but we dropped
four or five catches which cost
us massively in the field," said
South Africa T20 captain David
Miller.

"It was a phenomenal knock
by Stubbsy, an extremely disap-
pointing result but there's anoth-
er two (matches) to get it right."
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Afull-strength Indian team in
all its might  will be looking
to overwhelm West Indies in

its bid to record a second successive
clean sweep in the three-match
T20I series starting Friday.

With less than three months left
for the T20 World Cup, skipper
Rohit Sharma and coach Rahul
Dravid will get around 16 games (5
vs WI, 5 in Asia Cup (if India play
final), 3 vs Australia, 3 vs South
Africa) to firm up their core team
that will then play unchanged going
into mega event.

The mere thought of a first
eleven comprising Rohit, Rishabh
Pant, Suryakumar Yadav, Hardik
Pandya and Dinesh Karthik as the
five specialists batters in the top six
can have an intimidating as well as

debilitating effect on the opposition.
And that too at a time when a

player of Virat Kohli's stature has
been failing miserably in shortest
format and doubts are being cast
about his place in the playing XI.

The preceding England series
has shown that India's white ball
players have that imposing alpha-
male like presence out there in the
middle even if their best player
Kohli is on the wane.
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Thus the five-match series
against West Indies, technically
being played in three different
countries (Trinidad & Tobago, St
Kitts & Nevis and USA) will also
give us a clear picture whether
Kohli's days of invincibility are
over or not.

Deepak Hooda, whatever little
amount of T20Is that he has played,
has shown that belongs to this
level. He has a hundred opening the
innings against Ireland and in the
only T20 that he played against
England, he looked the part before
being forced to relinquish his place
to Kohli.

With his tight off-breaks adding
to his skill-set, at least three to four
good matches in this series will cer-
tainly increase Rohit's headache
and also put Kohli under pressure
when he returns for Asia Cup in the
UAE.

Number three will be the only
position that will be a bone of con-
tention as far as India's batting order
is concerned going into the T20
World Cup.

The other factor will be regular
vice-captain KL Rahul's return to

the squad and where does one fit
this prolific IPL performer although
his way of constructing a T20
innings could be debated.
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In terms of sheer numbers, the
Pant-Rohit opening pair didn't set
the stage on fire against England but
statistics often do not provide the
bigger picture.

The left-right combination has
shown intent to dominate and with
their kind of range could prove to
be a nightmare for any opposition
on a given day.

On tacky West Indies tracks
where spinners could operate in
Powerplay, the duo could be even
doubly dangerous and as far as
Australian wickets are concerned,
their ability to effortlessly play hor-

izontal bat shots would keep them
in a good stead.
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With Jadeja's fitness being an
issue and also his growing focus on
being a batting all-rounder,
Ravichandran Ashwin is still India's
best slow bowler in Powerplay overs
with his variations that include the
lethal carrom ball.

There is Kuldeep Yadav also in
the squad and Ravi Bishnoi, who has
been more of a glorified traveller
since Chahal found his mojo.

Yuzvendra Chahal's place is
non-negotiable in first XI and
Washington Sundar will be back in
the set-up any day which effective-
ly makes it last chance for Ashwin
to stake his claim for a place in play-
ing XI.
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If they remain injury-free,

Jasprit Bumrah and Bhuvneshwar
Kumar are sure-shot starters in the
playing XI on October 23 when
India meet arch-rivals Pakistan.

With Hardik Pandya also bowl-
ing full tilt, India would be looking
to finalise their third specialist
pacer and if Harshal Patel does well
in this series, there will be lot of
pressure on Deepak Chahar, who is
likely to be back for Asia Cup.
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India: Rohit Sharma (C), Ishan
Kishan, Shreyas Iyer, Deepak
Hooda, Suryakumar Yadav, Hardik
Pandya, Rishabh Pant, KL Rahul,
Dinesh Karthik, Ravindra Jadeja,
Ravichandran Ashwin, Kuldeep
Yadav, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Avesh
Khan, Harshal Patel, Ravi Bishnoi,
Axar Patel, Arshdeep Singh
West Indies (Probable): Nicholas
Pooran (C), Shamarh Brooks,
Brandon King, Rovman Powell,
Keacy Carty, Kyle Mayers, Jason
Holder, Gudakesh Motie, Keemo
Paul, Shai Hope, Akeal Hosein,
Alzarri Joseph, Jayden Seales.
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Wicket-keeping legend Adam
Gilchrist on Thursday said

he wants the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) to allow
the Indian cricketers to take part
in T20 leagues outside the coun-
try.

The BCCI, presently, does not
allow the Indian players to participate
in overseas T20 leagues like
Australia's Big Bash League to
maintain exclusivity of IPL.

"It will be wonderful (if the
Indian players are allowed to play
in overseas T20 leagues), I person-
ally feel that it won't diminish the
IPL, it will only grow them as a
brand. If they (Indian players) can
play in Australia or South Africa,"
Gilchrist told reporters.

"But the challenge is we
are all playing our domestic
seasons at the same time, so
that is a hard thing, isn't it?,"

he added.
Gilchrist's suggestion

came after a day he ques-
tioned the growing domi-

nance of the Indian Premier
League (IPL) franchises in
world cricket.

However, the three-time
World Cup winner maintained
he was not against the most
world's most popular T20
league.

"I'm not criticising the IPL,
but why won't Indian players

come and play in the Big Bash
league? I've never had an open and
honest answer: Why are some
leagues accessing every player in

the world? No Indian player plays in any
other T20 league. I am not saying in a
provocative sense, but is that a fair ques-
tion?" he asked.

"I really want to highlight (that the) six
seasons (I played in the IPL) I loved it. It
was a great experience. It is the premier
T20 competition in the world, but it is
important to allow other boards and
countries to prosper as well," he added.
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Gilchrist once again praised India's

swashbuckling wicket-keeper batter
Rishabh Pant and urged the Indian board
to be patient with him when things go
awry.

"He (Pant) is one of the most exciting
cricketers to watch, I think he just lights
up a stage, and makes an electric atmos-
phere when he is playing, that is wonder-
ful," Gilchrist said.
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India maintained their third
position in the latest men's

ODI Team Rankings following
the 3-0 series whitewash of the
West Indies in their own back-
yard.

Despite missing a slew of
first-choice players, the Shikhar
Dhawan-led India showed they
have plenty of depth waiting in
the wings as they completed a
sweep over the Caribbean side
on Wednesday with an
emphatic 119-run victory in
the third and final match.

The triumph was India's
third ODI series victory on the
trot and saw them boost their
rating to a total of 110 and
some four rating points clear of

arch-rival Pakistan (106), who
is in the fourth place.

New Zealand sit alone at
the top of the team ODI rank-
ings with a rating of 128, while
England (119) remain in sec-
ond place despite their recent
series loss to India and drawn
series against South Africa.
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All-rounder Pooja Vastrakar
became the latest Indian

cricketer to sign for Brisbane
Heat for the upcoming edition
of the Women's Big Bash
League (WBBL).

The 22-year-old will
become the third Indian
woman cricketer to play for
Brisbane Heat. Smriti
Mandhana and Poonam Yadav
had previously played for the
side. "Pooja is an outstanding
athlete. She bowls with sharp
pace, can find the boundary
with the bat down the order
and is an absolute jet in the
field," Heat coach Ashley
Noffke said.
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Shubman Gill was unlucky to
miss out on a maiden century

but India rode on his sublime 98 to
outclass West Indies by 119 runs
and complete a 3-0 rout in the ODI
series here.

In a rain-affected final ODI,
India scored 225 for 3 in 36 overs,
courtesy Gill's career-best knock
and another half-century from
skipper Shikhar Dhawan (58 off 74
balls).

The revised DLS target of 257
from 35 overs was a tricky one and
Mohammed Siraj's (2/14 in 3 overs)
near-perfect first over with the new
ball set the tone as West Indies
could finally manage only 137 in 26
overs.

Spinners Yuzvendra Chahal
(4/17 in 4 overs), Axar Patel (1/38
in 6 overs) and seamer Shardul
Thakur (2/17 in 5 overs) also per-
formed their role admirably on a
slowish surface as Brandon King
(42 off 37 balls) and Nicholas
Pooran (42 off 32 balls)'s counter-
attacking resistance was never
going to be good enough.

While all the three ODIs were
played at the same venue, Dhawan
and his men deserve full credit for

making most of the opportunities,
showing good game awareness in
crunch situations throughout the
series.

If they defended well under
pressure in the first game, the sec-
ond one saw the lower middle-
order accomplish a tricky chase
after a not-so-great show from top-
order.

The third game posed a differ-
ent challenge as rain-break could
have caused a decisive shift in
momentum but the stylish Gill and
the talented Shreyas Iyer (44 off 34
balls) changed the complexion of
the game post rain-break.
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