America’s Victory Mail |
World War II V-Mail 1942-1945

e o : Plan of Exhibit:
This is a military postal history How V-Mail Worked
exhubit of V-Mail. 1. Introduction & Forerunner Er 1Pl
; . 2. Starting V-Mail Fr1 P9
oMl usec_i mlcrophotogr aphy 3. Supporting the War Effort Fr2 P15
to reduce military letters to film. 4. V-Mail Processing Fr3 P9

Rolls of film were sent by air,

V-Mail Use A d the World
developed, printed, and ail Use Around the Wor

5. Wartime V-Mail Deli Fr4 P4
delivered worldwide. V-Mail worked as a morale & Rea iltri?s: of W: ine\/lf;lgl F; 5 P4
booster for the troops, and saved air cargo space. 7' V-Mail Use - Military Branches Fré6 Pl

8. Use of V-Mail Around the World Fré6 P7
It has been 70 years since WWII. Today’s simplified 9 Tlf: (\)Nar En?lls Fr8 P11
Email makes the complexity of providing those .
wartime V-Mail service something of great historic / ) )
significance. I :

vou WRITE
Scope: How V-Mail worked, and an in depth display A" we'w FIGHT /
of V-Mail delivered around the globe. \ ¢ ‘=

Format: Military locations and key text are bolded.
Quotes from V-Mail text highlighting wartime life and
perspective are angled in bolded italics. Page headings
and subheadings are colored.
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THE HONCRABLE FPRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, SENDERS NAME

PRESIUENT, INITED STATES OF AMERICA, SENDEAS ADDHESS

Highlights & Rarity: : '
Significant items have indicators. Items of

rarity include a red underscore in their description.

CENSOAS STAMPE

Distributed
First V-Mail
s & 0 s Dear Mr. President;
v MAIL copy: t0 It ia moat fitting, upon the sdvent of the Y-Mail
Franklin D. servioe for the bemafit of American troops in this theatrs,
ROOSeVe]te that the firet messsge be semt to you to express the

appresiation of the troops for this new servics, as well
as to renew our pledge of service until victory is mchieved.

Wo other single fmotor ties in our soldiers with

Significant Event V-Mails:
Manhattan Project V-Mail Greeting

Mail from a Tuskeege Airman

Normandy Invasion Details

Nisei Soldier to Relocation Camp
Submarine V-Mail - USS Squalus
Merrill’s Marauders in Burma

Combat troops on: Iwo Jima and Okinawa
A V-Mail from Refueling Post in Russia

‘the people at homs so muoh as prompt and adequate meil
ssrvice. The advent of this servies is & dlstinet

eontribution towards vietery.

Sincarsly .
-E. » -
Baj ral, U.5. Army,

[, Comsanding.
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V---MAIL

Selection Criteria: This exhibit uses select V-Mails that emphasize the far reaching aspects of the war, and the
complexity of V-Mail processing. The exhibit is formed from collections of George Cosentini, E.H. Keeton and more.
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1. V-Mail Forerunner Airgraph Introduction
British Microfilmed Mail ‘

More than a year earlier than V-Mail, British Airgraph service began in April, 1941. Service terminated on
July 31, 1945, before the discontinuance of V-Mail. By service end well over 350 million Airgraphs were sent.

Forerunner: Airgraph used same Kodak system, starting before V-Mail

Early Airgraph from Cyprus July, 1941.
Sent uncensored.
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1. V-Mail Forerunner

British Microfilmed Mail British Airgraph Form

Franked

- h -
“ranked 3d on instruction ?1h;§r sudisde e_ r_v b

The reverse is a blank form.
This Holiday Greeting form

was used 1 y . .
hrough war. o The destinations to which the airgraph service is available may be.ascertained

: t any Post Office.
Instructions emphasize: R >

* Form will be photographed * Nothing should be written on this side of the spaper.

_ and rec_iuced in size « The whole of the message should be written on the other side below the sender's
. Wflle in large, block letters  pame and address.

*  Original will be destroyed !

« The name and address to which the message is to be sent should be written in

. . ly withi : ided. - )
In contrast, V-Mail Service was large BLOCK letters wholly within the panel provided. The address should be the

free same as for an ordinary letter except in the case of airgraphs for personnel of

Merchant Navy ships, which should be addressed to the addresseé and ship (by
name) followed by “ c/o G.P.Q., London, E.C.1."

o A miniature photographic negative of the message and address will be made and
sent by air mail. At the destination end a photographic print, measuring about
5 inches by 4 inches, will be made and delivered to the addressee. It is therefore
important that the message should be written very plainly and that the address
should be written as large as possible in block letters. Wherever possible, black ink
should be used. Very small writing is not suitable.

v, The completed form may be handed in at any Post Office, or if preferred, may
be forwarded to Londen in an envelope addressed to: “ Airgraphs ™

Foreign Section

London
In that case it is desirable that a large envelope should be used and that the form
should be folded as few times as possible, preferably in the same direction as the
writing. As an exception to the general rule that postage is payable on letters
addressed to Government Departments, Postmasters, etc., postage is not payable
on covers containing completed Airgraph forms addressed to **Airgraphs,” Foreign

Section, London.

« Ifitis desired to send more than one sheet, a separate form must be completed,
and the name and address of the sender and of the addressee must be inserted on

each form in the usual way.

» The original will be retained by the Post Office and eventually destroyed.

please complete your message and post without delay
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1. V-Mail Forerunner ' British Airgraph Fofms
British Microfilmed Mail New Form Standard & Envelopes

Write

address in large
BLOCK letters
wholly within

this panel “Jipem—gps

The address
must NOT

be typewritten.
Fer method

le address P msnee o=

see paragraph
(4) overleaf.

2222

7

Write the message very plainly below this Hume.

J

Sender’s Address :

I

MR E. Evans, 323548
%9. CorPoraTon R,
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Grea~ Baivam. _ ﬂ“
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1. V-Mail Forerunner British Airgraph Use
British Microfilmed Mail Civilian and Military
H = e € Civilian Use - May 27, 1942
e : Still prior to V-Mail Service

ot
,_?' From: Johannesburg, South Africa
3 To: Mardley Hills, England

— d‘l:[
:;: W ’:‘ has been 150r 16 monthys
Z e e have heard from yey, »
; AS Yo
(/4 kno;p A =
> mertc oy o
very roundap, Hmail i

ut these days. »
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e

19 . R - [fom NCvJQu:,,
Tervian + 1Rne, Foraes

Military Use - November 10, 1942 >
Censor marked Airgraph Holiday Greeting

WY

From: Persia and Iraq Forces - P.A.L
To: Royal Air Forces - R.AF.
Edmonton, England

Mail service delays were expected, this
Christmas greeting sent November 10th.




1. V-Mail Forerunner British Airgraph Forms

British Microfilmed Mail Simplified Instruction
Affix stamp
here.

(1) The Airgraph service is available from Canada to members of the Armed Forces in the United Kingdom.
(®) The whole of the message must be written on the other side below the double line.

(3) The name and address of the addressee must be written in the panel provided above the double line.

The same address as in the case of ordinary letters is to be used.
(4) Nothing is to be written on this side of the paper.

(5) A miniature photographic negative of the message and address will be made and sent by air. A photo-
graphic print measuring about 5 inches by 4 inches will then be made and delivered to the addressee. It is there-
fore important that the message and address should be written very plainly. Wherever possible black ink should be
used. Very small writing is not suitable.

(6) A postage stamp or stamps to the value of the fee (10 cents) must be affixed in the space provided above.
The completed form is to be handed in at the Post Office wicket in order that the stamp or stamps may be cancelled

and the message forwarded.

(7) Ifitis desired to send more than one sheet a separate form must be completed and a postage stamp or stamps

to the value of the fee must be affixed to each form.

(8) The original will be retained and destroyed alter the corresponding film has arrived Overseas.




1. V-Mail Forerunner
British Microfilmed Mail

— ———

JLIARAAAMAAARARAVAAARNAAARAAY

1L

A1 II

Airgraph Envelopes:
Symbol on Right and Left

Canadian use only

British Airgraph
Canada

€< Canadian Calgary Regiment -
Airgraph service extension to Canada

From: Sicily, Italy
To: Benalto, Alberta, Canada

Censoring War Correspondence:
F.P.O Censor marking and “Passed by
Censor”




{| 2. Starting V-Mail The V-Mail Process

V-Mail used the same Kodak system as the British Airgraph but was sent Free

V-Mail Benefits:

Space savings: 37 mail sacks of 150,000 letters reduced from 2, 575 pounds to one 45 pound bag
Delivery speed: given specialty processing and expedited air transport

Functionality: the stationery functioned both as a letter and as an envelope in one

Cost: sent free for the military, encouraging communications to boost morale

Safety: was reproduced near the addressees’ location, out of harm’s way and lightened war zone work

Actual V-Mail Film

V-Mail’s Simple Process:

Forms given out, letters written on forms
Form letters then censored and filmed
Film sent, letters reprinted upon receipt
Mail sorted, put in envelope to deliver
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2. Starting V-Mail Postal Announcement & The Military’s Process Diagram

Fuhl-';lmi Monday, Wednesday and

1 Frilay, excapt legal holidays, hy di-

Far the information and guidance
of officers and employees of the
Postal Service

! rection of the Postmasier General

The Postal Bulletin

JANUARY 8, 1943—Two pages

WASIINGTON, FRIDAY, No. 18539

[ — == e —

ORDER OF af the postmaster at New York, N. Y., San Franciico, Calif., Seattle, Wash.,

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL New Orleans, La., Miami, Fla,, or Presque Isle, Maine.
RESTRICTIONS ON OVERSEAS SHIPMENTS TO ARMY PERSONNEL Mail of any character originally addressed to individunls at Army posts,
Onroer No. 10687; DATED JANUARY i7' 1943, camps or stations in the continental United States and received, at sueh
places after departure of the addressees for an overseas destination will be

The War Department has informed the Post Office Department that in

: ; S : orwarded,
view of the heavy demands being made on cargo space for military ship- forward !, .

[ o #oan e " " W LT S | B A LRI T o L]

ALL V-MAIL STATIONS
PERFORM BOTH FUNCTIONS

SENDING RECEIVI
(LETTERS TO FILM) (FILM TO FAC%I%HLE)

INDIVIDUAL LETTERS IN
FROM P.O. DEPT AND APS

TO ADDRESSEES
THROUGH A PS

ROLL FILM BY AIR
1800 LETTERS PER ROLL

ARMY POSTAL
SECTION

|
0 B

- ——

ARMY POSTAL
SECTION

- -
L 280"
- T RATORY Lapo- -L
M5G CEN RATORY
V'MAIL : : MSG CEN | T

LABORATORY ' 7 LAVB- OMAII_
RECORDING DE vELOPIG RATORY

S E-TH

Figure 1. General V-mail flow chart.

installation concerned. 6 o o | Civil Service rules; that the reports of the postmaster or other postal official
Parcels addressed to individuals at A, P. O.'s overseas must be accompuniel be somplete as to the pertinent facts and contain information necessaty to

with the approved writt.tiv requ,f,?t frunti tﬁ‘c a;d(:;e;sce n:t;b,ol;idwt fu::ltll; permit the Department to make a judicial determination and defend its'
when presented for mailing. e request shi e pol &Y Y action in the event of appeal. '

: i enrant | n en be 't Y
agcepting employee In such manner as to prevent its reuse & d then b Letters of charges should consist of three parts:
returned to the sender. it Cestinam A8 Dastel Tomsad Tamslelio=s e Y i




2. Starting V-Mail
A. Censorship

4th Marine Raider Battalion, stationed —=>
Guadalcanal or New Georgia,
Solomon Islands area.

V-Mail Censor stamped and initialed in box left.
“Offending” information, as stipulated in V-Mail
instruction, was found and obliterated, with heavy
black pen. Effectively, after photographing,
blacked out text cannot be read.
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Censor Stamp & Censor Blacken Text

Guadalcanal, New Georgia Solomon Islands
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€ Using Temporary APO 11460

The censor removes the name of the ship.
This V-Mail from an Atlantic ocean crossing.
Replacement troops were being sent to
Europe on one of the two “Queen” ships
given over to the war effort.

“It looks moye like a large
overcrowded hotey lobby”

=

Censorship Warning
Reminder

Next Page: Greetings provide iconic examples of V-Mail. In his most successful design, Lt. Dave Breger, noted cachet
artist, used a combination Holiday Greeting Card and Censorship Warning. Military sensitive information,
especially troop location, would be censored. While not technically correct, this graphic sends a forceful message in a
friendly fashion. Nothing could be physically excised from V-Mail.

Artwork drawn on early design black V-Mail forms, Lt. Dave Breger is artist for at least five other cachet designs known.
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2. Starting V-Mail

Filming - Start & End Pages

From: Start Page February 11, 1945
V-Mail Station YK, Kwajalein Islands
V-Mail Station ZP, San Francisco

Role #18: Mixed States

STARI

SIGNATIONS
LL NUMBER

Start Pages and Blank Form Buffer Sheets
guide in printing of V-Mail letters. End Pages
carry counts: 925 X-Mas, 1319 Total.

cobpeé DE
AND RO

The Buffer Sheets were discarded as the V-
Mail messages were inserted into envelopes.

RECEIVING STAT

__;L,’l’/_ won
ROLL ATION

Few Buffer Sheets remain.

DATE PHOTOGRAPHED

L T N TV 1T ¥ TUTIporp

yOU FILLED IN COMPLETE

T TTTT RS W




2. Starting V-Mail

B. Filming - Light Target

From: V-Mail Station JB, London to
V-Mail Station ZP, San Francisco
September 2, 1945

Processing: 1,800 V-Mail Letters

Processing the film was not always without its

own problems. A light target was needed to set From STATION #‘m ZP

the printing. In this roll there are some variations

in between light and dark print. iz e ,Mnm-..?id_

Note remarks: "Many ZP's, Pencil, Typed,
Light Stock." Rolls like these needed TLC.

o s et DENSlTY TEST TARGET

use large L]ear print. For filming and printing, it

mattered. LEFT CENTER RIGHT

Start & Finish Target, and Density Test Targets. '}
Tools to make the prints clear as possible. |
|
. ; . ; .




2. Starting V-Mail

B. Filming - Retakes

A great big SPOT, or bunches of SPOTS to
indicate retake.

This Large SPOT— a split on the form >
Large RETAKE to alert the operator.

Retakes would be added to another role, and
noted on the film roll worksheet.

Wpaen provided

i Sy phutey

F9T0 657§
i




2. Starting V-Mail

ilming

B. F

From: APO 32-SF 32nd Infantry Division,

Anabat, Luzon, Philippine Islands
Counting V-Mails on the film reel was done on
machine by the Veeder Company, an adaption of a

commercial machine to a military use.

Processed buck slip, “Veeder Count 1300.”

AT

ez /73)

ALL LETTERS

Counting Fili

A F a 32. % Bt Huter

San F‘! Antliton
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RTINS

APO 427-NY 427th Bob Squadron,
303rd Bomb Group,
Molesworth, England

< The “GT Target” Buffer Slip indicated
breaks between destinations groupings.
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B. Filming

In the Holiday Spirit:

This Finish Blank to ZP—London
From QT—Port Moresby, New Guinea

Roll #388 contained 1715 V-Mails, 2 retakes
removed for final count of 1713.

Cut, Fold, Insert finished V-Mails into Envelopes
Dispatch tracking ticket:
“Dispatched to PO 127— 0750 and date stamped:

“Received from E.K. Co” (Eastman Kodak Co.)
- bottom right

GROSS COUNT /<
RETAKES /-’
NET COUNT/ /¢

DESTINATION AN
ROLL NU "

SENDING STATIO
ROLL NUMBER . AND

FINI/S};

Tl(\H

$END NG STAL
ROL| ﬁ\o-__%w

“._:/ s

—
= i s .
i /i "-“1} =
- /i / A
c.}l 7’ é/ f / .// /\ /?
EC 1944
t!._(; 7 .’/—-"- D
for o ) /L4

< Finish Page

October 17, 1944

Christmas Mail Roll with 1,587 V-Mail
Note Handwritten “Xmas Roll” sent
2 1/2 months before the holiday.




2. Starting V-Mail Reusable Mailing Boxes
C. Sending the Film

Protecting the Film in Shipment:

“Kodak Airgraph Film”

This has British Airgraph branding and & “V...- Mail Station” on the same box.
“Post Office Department” which became War and Navy Departments.

“Air Mail” priority given to ship V-Mail by air.

These Sturdy little boxes were relabeled and reused.

I Early V-Mail Film Box l




2. Starting V-Mail

C. Sending the Film

A Definitive Reusable Box:

This design, once established, was used through the end of the war:
Simplified text and RUSH labeling improved the design.

War & Navy Departments had replaced Post Office Departments.
Kodak and Airgraph branding removed.

Adhesive labels were added, easing repeated usage.

* CONTENTS » l
PHOTOGRAPHIC SAFETY FILM

WAR & NAVY
DEPARTMENTS
V...-MAIL SERVICE
OFFICIAL BUSINESS

ceem MAIL
STATION

»

Reusable Mailing Bo>

RI
KES - K1




2. Starting V-Mail Tagging V-Mail Pouches & Rolls
C. Sending the Film

V-Mail was a high priority in air cargo, clear tags and labels to direct the V-Mail to where it need to go.

V-MAIL ROLLS
HIGH PRIORITY

NOTICE
OFFICERS RESPONSIBLE FOR RECEIPT AND ONWARD DISPATCH OF
THIS POUCH WILL SUPPLY INFORMATION REQUESTED ON THE
REVERSE SIDE OF THIS TAG. THE BASE POST OFFICE OR APO
DELIVERING IT TO V-MAIL STATION WILL REMOVE THE TAG AND
RETURN IT BY AIR MAIL TO: THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
ARMY POSTAL SERVICE, WASHINGTON 25 D. C

PosT OFFICE DEPARTMENT PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE ’
. Veoommu MAIL TO AVOID PAYMENT OF
OFFICIAL BUSINESS 'POSTAGE, $300

AIR MAIL

MAIL

f u
‘ o o0 mmm MAL ’
4 y

NO POSTAGE REQUIRED
(SEE PAR, 3, SEC. 511, P. L. &R)




2. Starting V-Mail Destination Aids

C. Sending the Film

Destination Tags for Essential Air Mail
V-Mail film roles are small compared to other wartime cargo. Film needed to be clearly identified and

carefully controlled. These Special Handling labels and pouch tags were developed for the film’s safe travel.

To: V-Mail Station, San Francisco, CA
Tag from Air Transport Command at the Hamilton Air Force Base
For: S.F.P.E. is San Francisco Port of Embarkation
“Do Not Enclose in Another Pouch”

Control Officer, Air Transport Command
Hamilton Field, Calif. For: S.F.P.E.

V-Mail Station San Francisco, California
Do Not Inclose In Another Pouch i

V-MAIL STATION

732 W. VAN BUREN STREET
CHICAGO, (7) ILL. NO..... ...

Army V-Mail Station Pouch Tag:
“ARMY?” is expressly stated as the Army and Navy
each had different location codes.

W D ESSENTIAL AIR MAIL
ARMY V-MAIL STATION

DO NOT INCLOSE IN ANOTHER POUCH




2. Starting V-Mail Fold Up, Addressable Design

p. Creating Standard Forms

The V-Mail form needed an addressable envelope style exterior for conventional mailing. Multiple design, many
printing variations were created by the Government Printing Office and private companies as V-Mail began.

Forms “GPO 16-28143-3” government issue, and “Post Office Permit No. 17

FROM:

SEE
INSTRUCTION
NO. 5

N\ J

V-Mail service provides a most rapid means of communication. If addressed o a
place where photographing service is not available the original letter will be
dispatched by the most expeditious means.

INSTRUCTIONS
(1) Write the entire message plainly on the other side within marginal lines.

(2) Print the name and address in the two spaces provided. Addresses of members
of the Armed Forces should show full name, complete military or naval
address, including grade or rank, serial number, unit to which assigned or
attached and army post office in care of the appropriate postmaster or
appropriate fleet post office.

(3) Fold, seal, and deposit in any post office letter drop or street letter box.
(4) Enclosures must not be placed in this envelope.

(5) V-Mail letters may be sent free of postage by members of the Armed Forces.
When sent by others postage must be prepaid at domestic rates (3¢ ordinar
mail, 6c if domestic air mail service is desired when mailed in the U. S.)

POBT OFFICE DEPARTMENT PERMIT NO. 1

held by Wessel Company, Chicago.

ious dispatch and reduces the weight
med Forces outside the continental
aits where micro-film equipment is
e of the message will be made and
on available for reproduction and
oyed after the reproduction has been

points where micro-film equipment
riginal form by the most expeditious

IONS

he other side within marginal lines.
anels provided. Addresses to members
tk or rating of the addressee, unit to
ddress.

ffice 'letter drop or street letter box.
velope and o separate V-Mail letter
than one sheet.

ge by members of the Armed For
repaid at domestic rates (3¢ orggffary

% Gro 16—25143-3




2. Starting V-Mail

D. Creating Standard Forms

Format Details

At a glance, the forms look similar, but differing designs were tried. Comparing these two forms:
* White vs. Cream colored Paper  * With and Without “From.” * Orientation of Instructions, printed Up or Down

FROM:

SEE
INSTRUCTION
NO. 5

TO:

V-Mail service provides a most rapid means of communication. If addressed to a
PB-ERIST—O0L  Oum 3 place where photographing service is not available the original letter will be

dispatched by the most expeditious means.
Aipuipio 2g) s2ybi dl§s2WOp 4o piodaid

'§2210.] pP2uillyy 2u} Jo siaquaw Aq 28ny
$P-Re Bl j2ys 2UO UDY} i INSTRUCTIONS

12442 |IDWN-A 240ipd2s B pub 2dO[2AUA (|} Werite the entire message plainly on the other side within marginal lines.

'x0q Jay2] j22us Jo doip Jayd| 2d4ja

'$s24pp

of jun 'aassa:ppn ayy o Suypi 1o Hup,

(2) Print the name and address in the two spaces provided. Addresses of members
of the Armed Forces should show full name, complete military or naval

s12quiaLll O} $2552IPPY/ "PapIACid sjaund address,«including grade or rank, serial number, unit to which assigned or
‘sau)| [DUIBIDI UIYIM 3PIS JYHO 24 attached and army post office in care of the appropriate postmaster or
SNOIL appropriate fleet post office.
(3) Fold, seal, and deposit in any post office letter drop or street letter box.
snojifpadxa isow ayj Aq uiof [DuIbHO (4) Enclosures must not be placed in this envelope.

juawdinba wiy-omiw 22ym sjulod wic ;
u22q soy uoydnpoidal ayf 124 pakosys (5] V-Mail letters may be sent free of postage by members of the Armed Forces.
puc uoyonpoidal i0j 2|QD[IDAD UOH|
pub 2pow 29 |(Im 26pssaw a4y O 24}
§| juawdinba wjy-onlw 2j24Mm sjuId
IDIIU@IJ!IUQD 3!{{ ap!smu San.lﬁi Pal.l.l-lb POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT PERMIT MO, I8
{yBam 2yj s20npal pup yyRdsip sNOHIR

When sent by others postage must be prepaid at domestic rates (3c ordinary
mail, b¢c if domestic air mail service is desired when mailed in the U. S.)




2. Starting V-Mail Flap Design

p. Creating Standard Forms

The Varieties of Flap Design on Unprocessed V-Mail:
Red lines incorporated into the design, and “Do Not Write Here” on this side nothing would be photographed.

Al D TOP iD B 4 i
FOLD TOP AND BOTTOM IN, THE FOLD SIDES OVER AND THEN FOLD BOTTOM UP AND SEAL
, NO OTHER ENVELO ' ENVELOPE SHOULD BE USED
e ' ; o X
\ N\ \__

—— ——

DO NOT DO NOT
WRITE HERE WRITE HERE
FOLD HERE 2 —  _ FOLD HERE

DO NOT _ DO NOT
WRITE HERE WRITE HERE

P s e




2. Starting V-Mail V-Mail Delivery Envelopes
D.. Envelopes

Arriving at a Standard Format:
On the left: US V-Mail Service, depending on the civilian Postal Service. No penalty indicia, an early type.
On the right: War & Navy Departments with penalty indicia.

A large number envelope types were used because of wartime paper shortages, different manufacturers, and
materials available by location. Some V-Mail were delivered without envelopes, and reuse of envelopes for
servicemen abroad was common.

Envelope variations occur in:
Paper Used
Window Sizes
Printing & Ink
Window Cuts
Envelope Knife Cuts
Wording on the Envelopes

“Return envelope to APO for reissue” 2>

A scarce early envelope type.




2. Starting V-Mail V-Mail Delivery Envelopes

i ). a nve l( ) p@.h

The Standard Envelope Cancelled at Each Processing Center:
V-Mail received from troops abroad one printed were folded and placed in envelopes. The cancellations

serve as date stamps, and V-Mail from troops were sent free.
U.S. Postal Service #1 — New York City

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID U.S. Postal Service #2 — San Francisco
WAR & NAVY PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300

DEPARTMENTS
V-MAIL SERVICE/A

U.S. Postal Service #3 — Chicago

VAR Ssvy "R AR~
P .

DEPARTMENTS //\\ 557/
V-MAIL SERVICE | ©2 AUGI0 S

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

e FPRENALTY FOR PRIVATE U TO AVOID
WAR & NAVY Sill 5 o R
DEPARTMENTS. —

Location No. 3, Chicago -2

was added as volume of V-Mail
expanded. The format of its cancel
reflects a new design.




2 Staﬂlng V-Mail Original Black V-Mail
E. Early Forms
Print the complete adress in plain block letters in the panel below, and your

return adress in the space orovided, Use typewriter, dark ink, or penoil, MWrite
plainly, Very small writing is not suitable, '

- ' From
% _Cpl John Kowchak
Mr and Mrs Louis Korotun USA ;{bfilgﬁname
i . sender ' s YESS i
U 325 Wall Street Pinance ftise, 4is ot o
. N = . s
bt ﬂMMM,Jﬁfi-J Neplden —; Conmpoiiom New York, New York
’ . ] : 4
et S T e " o August Lk, 1943
' Sicily

Dear Sis, Lou and Lorraine,

i

Just received your July 24th letter to-day which
had that change of address. However, I have gotten from you a July 25th
letter several days ago so we didn't gain any time. Nevertheless it is-
n't bad time. '

[N T, N, e T
v

It is good to hear from you again and to learn that
all is well with you all and in addition, sofhome town news. Glad to
know that you visit the old folks as I feel sure that they enjoy having
5 you do that. I also received a letter from them a few days ago.

Sis, you know what I have always told you. Anytime
you want to take the typewriter, you can. I have told Catherine that
that was my desire, As far as the car is concerned, Pop is the one
to say what would be the best plan., I am also glad to hear that you
are taking care of our cemetery, as we have always kept it in good shape.

LB i T B aEe s Ly

Are you receiving my letters regulsrly? Have you
gotten the fifty dollars I sent you to give to Pop? You have never
mentioned whether Lorraine is getting the post-cards I sent her. I
hope she has., I bet Lorraine is kept quite busy this summer helping
about the home,

4 As for myself, there isn't much to say. I am still
A in good condition, working as usually and going swimming as oftem us
possible, Don't know just how long we will be staying here, it 2ll
depends how fast our boys ahead of us keep moving, But it isn't bad !
] here, Of all surprises, we are-starting to get bread with our meals, e
g So I know things are on the up-swing when our bakery can get to us. _
However, if ever you have the desire to send me some of your home-made
cookies or something that will keep, don't hesitate to send it. But 3%
it isn't a rush call - anytime will do. “t

S
/

>
]

b .

4

/

/ I went to the dental clinic this morning to have a !

/ cavity on the side of one of my teeth filled, I had just noticed it "{;gtj;_,
and decided to have it taken care of before I had trouble with it, |
They had a pretty good set-up for the clinic., It is a few miles in

/1 back of us and I was able to bum a ride both ways, I was also able

to go swimming to-day. I know that T will miss this place whenever
t we move, it

~

2

1 just got another letter from Nick Harchenko and
he is now located somewhere in Africa. Well, folks, I'll be signing off

for govy roring el 7N A ] L et by T

———




2. Starting V-Mail Improving Black Format
E. Early Forms

An improved format for V-Mail, this July, 1943 V-Mail has simplified instructions and an address block on the
reverse. Like an Aerogram, a V-Mail letter could be mailed on its own, with an added envelope.

From APO 521-NY- The Allied Forces Prisoner of War Board, Algiers, Algeria. Writer a civilian, franking required.

E-CPIRZT—a1 ocdn 2
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2. Starting V-Mail Original Black Unprocessed V-Mail
E. Early Forms

This is the original: Mailed from Army Post Office 887, Sutton - Coldfield, England, V-Mail station #1.

Early V-Mails were often sent without microfilming as equipment, when supplies and staff were not yet set up.
This letter mentions a visit to the troops by Bob Hope, and $20. to $40. to pay for whores, “Piccadilly Commandos.”

PRINT THE COMPLETE ADDRESS IN PLAIN BLOCK LETTERS IN THE PANEL BELOW, AND YOUR RETURN ADDRESS IN THE
SPACE PROVIDED. USE TYPEWRITER, DARK INK OR PENCIL. WRITE PLAINLY. VERY SMALL WRITING IS NOT SUITABLE.

No. : s Opl. John S.Romanowski

. ( i 32467781
. SENDERS NAME

Mr. Ehester Wysienski Ng. Sg. EW,ATC, APO 887
SENDERS ADDRESS

? 6. Garfield Ave.

/ - ! m. New !ﬂ_-
L9 3 Jersey City, New Jersey s
_ i s
CENSORS STAMP L/ DATE

Well here I am vif iting Jolly Ole London and having a heck of time,
80 much to do one wonder whether he will be able to see it all, We had Bob Hope and
his gang out here and they certainly put on a good show, It made you feel homesick for
the minute but you soon got over that as this place has a lot of action and you al
can do something, g

m e -
Cpl. John S.Romanowski

they had no knowl Hqe Sa. EW. ATC, APO 887
% Postmaster , New York

R N OO

__ 3

want anything you

& Piccadilly Comm ¢

she want 10 and m lir Chester Vysiemdki~"
&/, Garfield Ave,

How about that in Jersey City, New Jersey

you need mot bothe T

LA AR AR AR R b e

expecting to hear A lf_;" \




2. Starting V-Mail Branding V-Mail
E. Early Forms

From APO 639-NY
“Some where in England” “V-Mail” Logo Black

Not all V-Mail forms were microfilmed. In this case, the sender notes (at bottom In cursive):

“Just found out this form is no longer acceptable, so will send by air mail.”

Damaged and illegible forms could not pass through the microfilming machinery. Sometimes processing
stations were not working or simply forwarding full-sized sheets was the fastest option.

This is an early design, introducing boxed “Reply by V-Mail” in red color.
Contrasting early letters with early branding concepts in black.

TR

//
HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE REPLY BY HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE .//

ADDRESS AT TOP? ‘V M A I ADDRESS AT TOP? L
11 5 16—281!5—5 * ; U, 5. GOVENNMENT -P.Ilﬂﬂﬁ OFFICE 1 1943
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PRINT THE COMPLETE ADDRESS IN LARGE BLOCK LETTERS IN THE PANEL BELOW, AND YOUR RETURN ADDRESS IN
THE SPACE PROVIDED. USE DARK INK OR DARK PENCIL. WRITE VERY PLAINLY. SMALL WRITING IS NOT SUITABLE.
SENDER'S RETURN ADDRESS :

PRINT ADDRESS IN LARGE BLOCK LETTERS
- —\| "alor Cartwricht Hunte

(Grade or Rank and Name)

{Army Serial Number): N-OQ7OK”KC

Dr. an? Mrs. George W. Hunter

435 West 1Cth Street 4 4
Clarement, California U,S.A. Ha. *(ﬁﬂ;miﬂgm@ﬁh CCRC
I,. A, CO‘-lﬂty G‘T‘P-UT"- address)
- L ! )| APO: zzg c/o POSTMASTER,
NEW YORK, NEW YORK
PeTTeRt Fot e ant bac Serewhere el ana TR ae |

SRR

This is beilng written on an entirely different typewriter, but the one
that I exveet I'll be using in the future. In case I make a few extra mistak
Ainn't mind me. Well, here I am at a new station, and in a new job, the same g
in fact that I first had over here in England, 'nuf said. Don't worvy tho for
this =ill not be as rough as the other was by anyv matter of means. Strangely
enuf, I'm serving with the same CO that I had over in Ireland (one of them at
least) and there are plenty of rumors of things to come, and I may be wrone,h
I think that if there 1s something else that I can do in some other line whe
these develope, if they do, I may be glven a chance to at least try for them.
or the moment, K've had it. Otherwise things remain about as before, excert
that since I waes stuck anvyway, I really hated to leave that last outfit with
hich I was, for their werk was interesting and I liked the boys. Also I had
he feeling that I was prarticipating a bit more than thiq will be, but once
gain, I've just told myself that in the Army we 4o as we've told, not as we
ike, and so it goes. I'm taking over frecm a lad, who should have been da TN
>00d at this work, hence I'l!' have to really knuckle down and bone. I don't
tnow whether or not I'm going to be able to meke it, but I spoke to the CO reg
uesting a pass in the next few weeks to take my lcnq hored for visit to Irel
‘uch to my surprise, he pointed out that things were a bit upset at the momerd
nd that he thot that this would be a fine time to go, so if I think that he [k
eally serious, I may do just that very thing the end of this week, or the filpgt
cart of next. I'd reallv like to co over for a little trio, and he no doubt fig=
res that if he sent me over, I might feel a 1little bit better about things a
o do a better Job. Well, I'll try to doc the job, no matter how I feel, byt
t111 would like to go over, and it would mske me feel a little haﬂniﬂv abonty
svervthing. No don't go and cet all excited and unset, for this job will.no

cubt dogy— . 24 te be performed "

n office; f"l&lw GHT—qu‘ AT H“"‘T’“"D 1770538 B - or not I really e

O 1t. A1 Nys NSy 4R CLRC Browp Bt ings that we 11ked

ut rathel Ao 639 % PM Mo York )U"/ . be done, I might as
ell be tl y Mother, but none fjrem
ou, Dad. S »st you get a lot ad
hen you ¥ = gnything like 1t. Be
leve 1t ¢ last letter, 'twas
nly a not it, but seemed to bd
making out reather latelv, I 4iA
ot realiz iether or not it is

B\N\K

| \g\\\u\\\\\\\\\\\\w

NN

ﬁ\\

-

lanusual ", .ful blue sky, balm
7/ and nice. s : ng? Arcording te ths
,/ yadlo, the Drcwd Hvs/iméx W Mw‘ . the combined effoqt
111 confuy . , bythe end of the vqay
7 f course, L bix Vis M /U‘Wo i 1t never huvrt to ¥
hat, at X | taken my trip whe
last wro QQN Ji&% 5%“% that Mary Alice J4g
a is in I Pl Nb,yo-,m}- ﬁhi CL@, Uj,({_ (le.Thanx for the 4dqog
///Bn the Fry \éx\ fsr havn't had g, chiédn
//ﬁg contact one of thep-f 4~l;/
4 'ﬂ'!ﬂlnﬂ!ElETﬂlWWTil

%«wwww»gmm Co Lovg —or oaa bl o wntd rond A Mad].




3. Supporting the War Effort

A. Promoting the Use of V-Mail

Distributed FREE as a Public Service By

REICHART FURNITURE COMPANY

1121 MAIN STREET
Wheeling, West Va.

V-Mail Pack

Wessel & Company, Chicago, was the largest commercial printer of V-Mail, offering different sized packs of
blanks, they called “Envo-Letters.” The package drawings explain the V-Mail process especially well.




3. Supporting the War Effort V-Mail Pack
A. Promoting the Use of V-Mail

Wessel & Company, Chicago, was the largest commercial printer of V-Mail, offering different sized packs oi
blanks, they called “Envo-Letters.” The package drawings explain the V-Mail process especially well.

@ DELIVERED

A COMBINATION
N\ SHEETS AND
5 ENVELOPES

COPYRIGHT REG. U.5. PAT. OFF

PRI G715 OF THE WESSEL COMRBRANY - CHICAGO




3. Supporting the War Effort
A. Promoting the Use of V-Mail

V-Mail Messages

Communicating with our troops was positioned as our patriotic duty. Here V-Mail itself is used to promote
the use of V-Mail to stay in touch with our servicemen.

PVT. WILLARD J. ROB, 32000000
COMPANY F, 167th INPANTRY,
APO 801, a/o POSTMASTRER,

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.

John R. Roe,

706 = 18th Streat, N.W.,

Washington, D. C.

HERE ARE SOME OF THE REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD USE V-MAIL:

Vemall 18 spead mall..sssscnnanscnssas It ia pgiven the moat expeditious
handling and has pr!.ur.‘nt{ over all
other classes of personal mall.

V-mail 1a saf@eccsssnnnrovnravnonnnnne Safe Lecause 1f {:wu' letter ia on
a film which is lost or destroyed
the original letter is agaln phot:
graphod and dlspatohed by alr.

V-mail 13 POPULAT esessssnasnannnsnsens More than 40,000,000 individual
pleges are handled monthly.

Vemall saves vital oargo BpACOs..cesses It aaves more than 98 per cent aof
the space required for other type:
of letter mail.

To mssurs that your V-mail will be handled and dellivered promptly
overseas, ommplate military adldresa i1a apgontial., The above address may
be used ms a gulde. It will be noted thai Lhe cank or crade, full name,
serial number, anl complete organizatlon wliress are alhiown.

N Spelling out the benefits. Promoting the
notion that V-Mail is popular. Initially, it took
some convincing to adopt V-Mail.

«] am well and happy qnd n:y
morale is 100%. The btgges ]
item it that way---15 mat
The V-Mail

[ are working hard to

d service... » Next Page?

single
from home.
personne
give us §00

&“V-Mail is speed mail”

«y-Mail saves vital cgrgo
| space...more than 98% of
l the space required for S
other types of letter mai

I |

Mrs., J. R. Forbes
136 Lorimer St.
Salinas, Calif,

Have you a son, husband, sweetheart,
friend overseas?

Then tell us about him when we meet
if you pleage.

Bring Souvenirs or interesting
letters to share.

Let's aalute our brave service men
by all being there.

Call 3315 or 7621

Y =MAIL

N The Women’s Committee of Salinas, California sent this
simple and small printed powerful reminder to use V-Mail.
Salinas, California is home to the Salinas Airdrome, quite
busy during wartime.

War Artist
V-Mail Form

=




NN

Print the :umnlefe address in plain letters in the panel below, and your return address in the space provided
on the right. Use typewriter, dark ink, or dark pencil. Faint or small writing is not suitable for photographing.

FROM
7
O:
_ e J
7 [CENSOR'S STAMP) SEE INSTRUCTION NO. 2 (Sender's complete address above)

RN RN S

DEAR

I AM WELL AND HAPPY AND MY MORALE IS 100%.
THE BIGGEST SINGLE ITEM TO INSURE KEEPING IT THAT
WAY IS MAIL FROM HOME. THE NAVY MAIL CLERKS AND
V-MAIL PERSONNEL ARE WORKING HARD TC GIVE US GOOD
MAIL SERVICE. YOU CAN HELP THEM BY USING V-MAIL
AND BY ADDRESSING ALL MAIL COMPLETELY AND CORRECTLY.
MY MAIL SHOULD BE ADDRESSED AS FOLLOWS:

¥
*

t_.f
Print the complete address in plain block | Prters In the panel below, and your refurn address in the sp
provided. Use fypewriter, dark isk pencil. Write plainly. VYery small writing is not suit

,—4-“"'-..

/" T10. B

FULL MNAME (sreLLed our) RANK OR RATE

NAME OF ACTIVITY

NAVY NUMBER IF APPLICABLE (SPELL OUT ALL NUMBERS)

T
\ APPROPRIATE FLEET POST OFFICE )

(CENSOR'S STAMP)

name an
i ine your full name On third
it PRINE On £588 200, cre name of activills, o 1ine

On M ymber if applicables e

1:1?1:' };;‘;io;iw . fleet post office.
yo

BEEF LY BY HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE

HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE
ADDRESS AT TOP? ‘; ---—MAI | ADDRESS AT TOP?

Ehhbinaihhhe Latitaint o

¢U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE :1844 O - 567523

SSRSNEISISRESSS S




3. Supporting the War Effort V-Mail Messages
B. Boosting Morale

Reminders to stay in touch, and easy and light communications were sent easily by V-Mail. Sitting down to
write a letter took more time, and took longer to deliver.

& For this Writer:
«Doing lots of nothing.

- s i e e L B e — Iuon'
? - —— wish I had more amb
PYELISN Mes. CUA/TM/_E ANE | % and, »
) N
? N\ L2201 fEswick Bl .11 the cows come home
o : AOVISVILLE, = “Yours till the
7\
- KENTUCKY 4
p_{ e v SE WSTAUCTION 0.3 i
| F = . — B I  pes e e sss o g . seg
4 GREETINGS FROM ITALY Z "~ - -
- ™ - Vs &.
A o " /// VIR &~ KLEMA
;,)' :l. Z - 0‘?, _.A. TLi&: ‘24:}97’
;x 2 7 r‘r 3u{’§u-f A.
sS4 Fomd X b
_.’_ +  HOW ARE YOU X Fy /
N Z 7
2 wa ¥ HOPE YOU HAVE X : ;
/‘ mm Everything vou want / .
A K Behaved yoursell %
/_/_ You Been having fun E 4
o A Mors shoey Kept well L /
v Samesne w love e Been true tw me s /'
o : mm x |T:L“vb:;wn Ml %
# . pomc LOTS Of ® Sutiny A m Chisi ,6
[ 1 Sught - wing Baautiful ] l/
‘A Thinking of you Flo itk 4
1 Work Saelly YOURs "
1 Loabing Picturesque ; THl the cows Y
Shecping THE FOOD I8 With love 7
Nething X Fair Sincerely /
Mol Lousy Focerer ' ;
Traveling g:dm NAME ; r /
— ',;
Siravy - : G
HAVE YOU FLLED IN COMPLETE > /
:.._ - moiggar 1082 : ‘V’ I\"'l[\il 1'/'
/
/
4
N Sponsored by the American Red Cross of A
Italy, this light spirited V-Mail form provides a “
quick way for a serviceman to send out a hello.

N From the Seabees, 1944 artist greeting send
letters. Note the 2nd Brigade marking replaces the
You, G.1. Joe” well established V-Mail branding at the bottom.

wwe're Proud of #
B?:hday Greeting. Next Pages

Morale Booster
Artist Greetiugs

Next Pages: It was common during the WW II for community groups, like this from the Saucon Valley Defenders
Committee, to personalize a V-Mail Greetings.




Print the complete address in plain letters in the panel below, and your return address in the space provided on
the right. Use typewriter, dark ink, or dark pencil. Faint or small writing is not suitable for photographing.

From
i To0
|
/)III
(CENSOR'S STAMP) SEE INSTRUCTION NO. 2 (Sender's complete address above)

e
-

‘ﬁﬁg it be @yotiy will that
he New Z‘Iﬁﬂr bring youmuch
happiness~ang o e world a
¥ Just and euduring peaces |

Early format V-Mail form
in black without logo.

Have You Filled In Complete SHARE AIR MAIL BY He

Address At Top? . !
USING V-MAIL

i |




?

Print the comnlefe address in plain letters in the panel below, and your return address In the space provided
on the right. Use typewriter, dark ink, or dark pencil. Faint or small writing is not suitable for photographing.

P N
1O SAUCON VALLEY DEFENDERS

COMMITTEE
Hellertown, Pennsylvania

{CENSOR'S STAMP) SEE INSTRUCTION NO. 2 (Sender's complete address above)

FROM

oT ARE. YOU N W' VES, YOU DO, Buppy"/

5 gs‘&.
' »gf Ll-)fo[:lgGR’?'f. _F?R' GRIPE, OR CHOMF YOUR GUMS, ABOUT }
2 ‘ . /LA Wot YOURE DOING TO WIN THE WAR, /

N BUT—BECAUSE IT's YOUR

NOT ONLY ON ACCT. OF YOU NENVER

B\RTHOAY I/

SANRRRE R A RN i S SN

K

HAPPY BIRTHDAY on_ a7

And Many Happy Returns from the Saﬁcon Valley Defenders.

. . Pre-printed sender’s address
" REPLY BY | | and graphic art, needing just

HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE _ _ .
ADDRESS AT TOP? v ""‘—M AIL | the birthday date.
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|
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7] Print the complefe address in plain letters in the ponel below, and your return address in the space provided eon
i the right. Use typewrifer, dark ink, or dark pencil. Faint or small writing Is not suifable for photographing.
; From:
i (To: 1
A
f <t
:
i s sk
1 g g B
By ["é’:(:; r&gw u._i':\u -ﬁ@b :
71 e s
A g LS
- 'E.M
g : 5 :
“ REST WISHES DAL. ...
b I ‘e |
. ON THIS 'SEECIAL DAY
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| B
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I
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< HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE REPLY BY Father’s Day limited printing
A ADDRESS AT TOP? S s M A I L war artist greeting V-Mail
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3. Supporting the War Effort Buy War Bonds
C. Funding the War

“Another Bond Between Us... From The Folks Back Home” Artist Greeting Text
Private Maloney at APO 153-NY, 36th Reinforcement Battalion in Marburg, Germany and Lieutenant
Weinberger at APO 41-SF of the 186th Infantry Battalion, 41st Division in Rockhampton, Australia both
send home the message to Buy War Bonds. The Greeting promotes Series E War Bonds

“Three of these you bought yourself.” From Australia, a logo added at the bottom, “Buy War Bonds”. ¥

mﬂmwhwmhuﬂpﬂmﬂm"lﬁ-hhw-ﬂ“ g
e 1y dark ink, or pencil, Wrie pleinly.  Very small e mat puinabie.
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Buy War Bonds

“I Will Protect My Country, My Family - Buy War

Bonds” V-Mail Insignia, Above and Next Page >

V-Mail insignia, scarce usage at the bottom of this V-Mail. Sergeant
Bjorklund, APO 921-1 380th Bomber Group at Adelaide River Air
Base, Australia.

This V-Mail handstamped, “This V-Mail Could Not be Photographed,
Message Sheet Mutilated” Water damaged V-Mail sent with early
American Base Forces four bar cancel on reverse.




Print the complete address in plain block letters in the panel below, and your refurn address In the space provided,
Usa typewritor, dari ink, or pencil. Write plainly. Very small writing is not suitable,
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4. V‘Mail PrOCeSSing Domestic & Foreign Censor
A. Censorship

After a V-Mail letter is written, it is censored before film processing. Censorship and filming while
straightforward in nature can still have some unusual situation and outcomes, examples shown here.

From APO 658-NY Civil Affairs Unit #1, Rochefort, France
Censored with German Feldpost handstamp

As an officer, Major Heffernon could self censor his mail. In this case, he did censored with his Base
Examiner #1047 Censor marking, but as a collector, he chose to leave a philatelic artifact behind. He
substituted a real German Feldpost handstamp where the censor marking should have been placed.

o send you this

‘ a note t :
“Just which, if you ever

_Mail letter, 0
:'Ielz:ive it, will be of consnderable
i ic interest.” —
philatelic1 e
Feldpost Censor

T
| “§
1047

N \\>>§>>§>}
" |
)

—al‘.._;_

S

Dear Folka:
Just & note to send You this V mail

S T

letter -- which 1f you ever receive 1% will be of

# A

7 considerable philstelic interest.

_//J' Is reining here again todsy as usual.

A There 18 11ttle else to write about here other than
/_1 the weather. If *he war goes on for two more months
/

/d I will have served overstas just 18 months since war
/j was declafred or a *otal of 2% months. I'm resdy
/4' for 1t %o end sny day mow.

7]

| Love to you both,
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4. V-Mail Processing Censored for Language
A. Censorship Esquadron 201 Mexican Air Force

Written in Spanish, this V-Mail handstamped “Referred to the District Censor”, who had foreign
language specialists and this V-Mail was “civilian censored” in San Francisco. The Mexican Air Force, as
their contribution to the war effort, formed Fighter Squadron, “Esquadron 201” deployed to Philippines
using Temporary APO 18888. This V-Mail, correspondence by foreign nationals using V-Mail, is scarce.
V-Mail franked 25 centavos for Airmail to San Francisco, to enter the military mail stream.
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V-Mail service provides a most rapid means of communication. If addressed to a
place where photographing service is not available the original letter will be
dispatched by the most expeditious means.

INSTRUCTIONS
(1) Write the entire message plainly an the other side within marginal lines.

(2) Print the name and address in the two spaces provided. Addresses of members
of the Armed Forces should show full name, complete military or naval
address, including grade or rank, serial number, unit to which assigned
attached and army post office in care of the appropriate postmaster #r
appropriate fleet post office.

(3) Fold, seal, and deposit in any post office letter drop or street letter b#;:ﬁgg;n;?,&;

[4) Enclosures must not be placed in this envelope. :‘:?1?;;;7,5@‘-‘- |

(5) V-Mail letters may be sent free of postage by members of the Armed Forces.

When sent by others postage must be prepaid at domestic rates (3c ordinary
mail, 6c it domestic air mail service is desired when mailed jn the U\S)

mlly o S N
POST OFFIGE DEFARTMENT RERMIT NO. 1
ar @




4. V-Mail Processing Comp!lexity

Multiple Censoring & Forwarding

A. Censorship ‘. Morocco to Trinidad
|
To: Trinidad, APO-688 6th Hospital Tracking thé Four Censor Markings and Forwarding of this V-Mail:
Forwarded To: New York processing From: AP(252-NY, 2nd Armored Division in Rabat, Merocco.
Forwarded To: Hot Springs, AK, « #1 Censoring: Captain Souza Self Censors at time of writing
Army-Navy Hospital . #2 Opegcd, Censor marked inside

RETURN TO—

« #3 Censor marked outside front with Base Examiner #0618
+ #4 Taped and again Censor marked Base Examiner #0618
Sent to: AP(") 688-NY, 6th Station Hospital, Greeahill, Trinidad
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Processing Complexity: Highly manual work taking place in a time before computers. The keeping track
of millions of servicemen was done using card files. Gonsidering the volume, complexity of military moves,
chaos of war, importance of censoring, the lack of technglogy, and limited resources available, it is impressive

to see the effort made to put the mail in the right hands. |




/»

‘_ 4. V-Mail Processing Retake and Destruction Order
| B. Filming

| The importance and priority of V-Mail:

| If a processed V-Mail form was damaged, that V-Mails would have a new negative made from retained
original, and added to new role, with its send to, location and contents noted on this summary report.
\ Few of these completed forms remain. Careful tracking and quality processing for V-Mail was a clear priority.
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4. V-Mail Processing
B. Filming

From: APO447-NY 100th Infantry
Division, Ft. Bragg, NC training
(  for deployment to Europe.

Enlarging and processing V-Mail:
A process with complexities. Note
the differences in writing from
heavy to faint in just one V-Mail.

B

provided. s ippeweiter, dork inh. oc puscll Wette plalaly. Vory swsll writing fn wet seitebde.

Lighting & Text

V-Mail Processing
Source: Photomail Operations, War Department
1943, Field Operations Manual FM 11-150

Figure 16, Message center clerk checking an incoming microfilm roll.




4. V-Mail Processing Enclosures

C. Filming Problems

APO 456-NY Bomb Group, 744th Bomb Squadron located in Stornara, Italy

One of the main stipulations with V-Mail service was that there could NOT be any enclosures. The V-Mail
letter was filmed and delivered, and an exception was made for the dog tags to be delivered alongside the V-
Mail. APO 520-NY in Cerignola, Italy handled the mail for this and other small airfields and units in Italy.

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID

FAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300
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4. V-Mail Processing Enclosures
C. Filming Problems

This V-Mail was sent without filming because of an enclosure. This press release was inserted onto the V-
Mail form. This was an unauthorized usage as it was expressly prohibited by V-Mail regulations, and was
missed at all checkpoints. It is the only recorded item of its kind.

From the U.S.S. Nevada BB-36, this very large vessel was severely damaged during the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. It was repaired and played a large role in the Normandy landings and the
Okinawa operations.

" HOW NEVADA BLASTED FOE I'TILES INLAID

(BY B. J. 1"cQUAID SPECIAL CABLE TO THZ CIICAGO DAILY NEUS)
With U,S. naval amphibious forces, ashore in France, June 10, delayed,

WWhen paratroo pers team up with battleshins - especially old
battleghips -~ you have & combination of ancient and riodern wariaking
instruments which is bound to cause trouble for spiieboldy.

It caused plenty of trouble for “Jerry™ on D-day when our pareé-
troopers and the imperishable old U,5.8., Nevada joined forces,

I learned about one particular action f rom two paratroopers wio
ic (P

toek part, Ther were Lieut. Richard C. Hash, 26, Saginsw, llich.,
and Pvt. (fce) Vernon Stanley, 28, Pengilly, iian,

SPOTTING 1LISSION
These two v /

after H-hour in
cission of spott  FROM;
SEE
"Our pilot L
us from about 1,
to be, and our r

Nk arg

found

© My J W EThrse

join up unt 306 CALH17E AOE-

beaches.

7244{ -f'(C (IrevE
64-/,'7%1“”//*

iThose tanks
had the good old N
gunnery) on the ot
had given her the




4. V-Mail Processing Written In Pencil, Faint
C. Filming Problems

From: APO 413-NY Headquarters U.K. Base, London, England

Handwritten in pencil, this V-Mail too faint to be filmed, therefore it was sent as a regular letter. Sent by Cpl.
Smith, with tracking indication: 91st MRU (Machine Record Units), a government computer type system.
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Damaged Forms

ing

I Processi

. V-Mai

4

o Problems

ing

C. Film

France
and “Damaged”

, Paris,
”

on

From: APO 887-NY Headquarters European Theater
Handstamped, “Regular Mail / from V-Mail Stat

feeding blanks to be photographed.

Track marks on opposite ends of the form were made by the machinery

Here the blanks swerved while
non-standard paper used.

ine. Unsuitable

d split at the upper left fold |
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4. V-Mail Processing
C. Filming Problems

Damaged Forms

From: APO 502-SF 540th Ord HM Company stationed in Noumea, New Caledonia

This V-Mail was mailed as a letter sheet. A locally made enclosure explains: “damaged by cutting machine.”

Print the :umn!e{e address in plain letters in the panel below, and your return address in the space provided

on the right.

se typewriter, dark ink, or dark pencil. Faint or small writing is not suitable for photographing.
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Damaged Forms

From: APO 77-SF 77th Infantry Division at Fort Hase, Oahu, Hawaii

4. V-Mail Processing
C. Filming Problems

] -, - - .J-l.!
3 S Ve 3
' m = b m
...m - o, I T-Le TR (b o T 1 b B e e o <2 Y
MM <-_(.__o= Service provides the most expeditious dispatch and reduces the weight
of mail to and from personnel of our Armed Forces outside the continental

United States. When addressed to points where micro-film equipment s
operated, a miniature photographic negative of the message will be made and
sent by the most expeditious transportation available for reproduction and
delivery. The original message will be destroyed after the reproduction has been
delivered. Kmmuawww addressed to or from points where micro-film equipment

is not operated will be transmitted in their original form by the most expeditious
means available.

INSTRUCTIONS

(1) Write the entire. message plainly on the other side within marginal lines.

(2) PRINT the name and address in the two panels provided. Addresses to members
of the Armed Forces should include rank or rating of the addressee, unit to

|
% which attached, and APO or Naval address.

” and an explanatory form

ing

(3) Fold, seal, and deposit in any post office letter drop or street letter box.

(4) Enclosures must not be placed in this ehvelope and a separate V-Mail letter
must be sent if you desire to write more than one sheet.

(5) V-Mail letters may be sent free of postage _uw members of the Armed Forces.

-

is
e S R, T

inclosure was made in the envelope.
The message sheet was defaced or mutilated.

Unless V-mail can be micro-filmed, the purpose of the service

advise your correspondent that this letter was not properly prepared.

This message could NOT be photographed on micro film for
W.D., A.G.0. Form No. 967

the reason checked:
omitted or incomplete.

30, 1942

<eoewenro-.-The message was not kept within the specified limits on the sheet.
veeeeeeeeeor..The address or return address on the message side of the sheet was

<eeeeeeearr- The writing was too faint.
<eeeeeeeeee. The writing was too small.
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enclosed indicating the V-Mail was defaced or mutilated. This V-Mail was sliced down the middle, then

This V-Mail was returned with a handstamp “Unsuitable for Fi
repaired. Few of these explanatory forms were saved and have survived.
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V-Mail Use Around the World

5. Wartime V‘Mail DElivery Correct Address Notification
A. Addressing, Mail

The remaining sections 5 through 8 of this exhibit show how the established V-Mail system effectively delivered
V-Mail everywhere the troop went. The following sections show V-Mail use through the realities of war, from
soldier in camps to casualties. While established as an army post office operation, the next section shows V-
Mail use by branches of military, and finally the extension of service around the world shows a comprehensive
view of V-Mail service organized geographically by the theaters of war.

Wartime V-Mail Delivery: Delivery of V-Mail is simple in concept, but has complexities as shown in this section.
Wartime addressing of mail to troops on the move, forwarding of mail, returning mail are all complicated by the
changes of circumstances of war across the globe. This section highlights these complexities.

Military troops were on the move, so address changes were frequent. Keeping mail properly addressed called
for specific forms. By the end of the war, over 4,000 form types had been used.

< From: APO 637-NY Headquarters 8th Fighter
SV Command, Watford, England.
Form by known War Artist Captain Clowes.
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S. Wartime V-Mail Delivery Temporary APO Notification
A. Addressing Mail

The Temporary Army Post Office addresses, as on this V-Mail below, were given to individuals or units for
accounting purposes while moving. Once at a planned destination, the Unit would be assigned an APO address.

Corporal Davis wrote this V-Mail while headed to North Africa, with his Unit assigned Temporary APO
9180. This V-Mail cancelled and censored and taped closed a few days later at APO 759-NY, Headquarters
for Atlantic Base Section in Casablanca, Morocco. Sent unfilmed.

front of problems, including keeping mail Mail Notification
out of the system that was avoidable. This
Hold Holiday Mail notification was an effort
to get out ahead of a problem.

Next Page: The Army Post Office got out in Hold Holiday E

The back of this form is a map, paper was
scarce during the war.




in plain letters in the panel below, and your return address in the space provided on

A
\

\‘\4‘ Print the complete address
\\ the right Use typewriter, dark ink, or dark pencil. Faint or small writing is not suitable for phetographing.
. From :
(1o 5
/ (Date)
\ (CENSOR’S STAMP) Sender’'s complete sddress abo

Deare i

| am scheduled to return to the United
States sometime before the end of December
so please hold any Christmas parcels you
have for me.

Until | advise you otherwise, continue

to send my letters,but DO NOT SEND

ANY MORE PA_CKA GES.

V-Mail form printed
on reverse of a map

(Signature)

HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE
ADDRESS AT TOP?
H.F 4000 M _ Mad. 7

Y0000 0000000000000 00000




5. Wartime V-Mail Delivery Forms Damaged in Transit
B. Mail Forwarding

To a Serviceman Pvt. Osgood in England:

This envelope, is called a “coffin cover” which is term used for an outer envelope used to deliver damaged
mail. After some forwarding, mail caught up with Pvt. Osgood at APO 121-NY, used for a Hospital in
Blackmore Park, Engiand.

Enveloped Backstamp




S. Wartime V-Mail Delivery Fire Damaged in Transit
B. Mail Forwarding

To a Serviceman in England
Fire Damaged V-Mail to Pvt. Osgood using Temporary APO 15381, going overseas as part of a Ground

Forces replacement unit Co. H, Infantry. Only explanation is in the envelope, indicating processing for
delivery to England.




5. Wartime V-Mail Delivery Multiple Forwarding
B. Mail Forwarding Military and Civilian Post
To: Private Kavanaugh at APO 635-NY, Base Area Depot in Burtonwood, England. Sent November 21, 1942.

Early V-Mail sent by a civilian in Denver, Co through traditional civilian mail, franked 6 cents. Once in the
Army Postal Service, three forwarding attempts were made and they did apparently locate Private Kavanaugh.

Wil complete this o,
anothey page.”

e - . - Lt =S —— S TR~ WS-

To: Auckland, New Zealand. Posted in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on May 23, 1943 with a 6 cent air mail franking.
Returned two days later marked, “Returned for Additional Postage”. Civilian rate for US to New Zealand was
the Clipper rate of 50 cents. Letter sent between military wives.

_— o T 3 i ¥

letters becayse on this
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H ,.I- Write on anothey lettey. »




S. Wartime V-Mail Delivery Multiple Address Changes
B. Mail Forwarding

These two V-Mails showcase the effort made to deliver the mail to the serviceman. Interestingly, in this
correspondence between two brothers, the sender and the receiver both changed addresses during the course of

the mail delivery.
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID

WAR & NAVY PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300

To: Private Rogers at APO 668-NY, 86th Medical DEPARTMENTS EW
Battalion, Casablanca, Morocco. B 7
The 86th Battalion had shifted to the fighting
underway, moving to Tunisia.

Private Rogers was wounded, and sent to the 21st
General Hospital in Oran, Algeria.

He was transferred to Harmon General Hospital,
Longview Texas. From Algeria to Texas, the
mail was sent to Port of Embarkation, New York,
and into the civilian postal system.

Mail “Return to Writer, Unclaimed” and sent
to sender in Denver, Colorado.

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID

WAR & NAVY PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, 8300
DEPARTMENTS _
V--MAIL SERVICE -
e T, LU TR
OFFICIAL BUSINESS ‘A ﬁn ed States, <

QN@M

On port POB“I Oiji

f{'?

‘7 dO llOpe fo /l ear _ﬁ'

Note how envelope is pulled open on the P
right to expose the sender’s address. This was
the APO’s common practice for Returned Mail.

Reverse of envelope on the left reduced to 80%




5. Wartime V-Mail Delivery
B. Mail Forwarding

Restrictions on Overseas Shipments

To keep mail cubic volume to a minimum, strict restrictions were set for packages: no more than 5 pounds and no
more than 36 girth. Validator strikes were not normally found on V-Mail, were used to caution against making

shipments requested in V-Mail, as restrictions applied
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5. Wartime V-Mail Delivery Forwarding Complexities
B. Mail Forwarding

From Lebanon, this V-Mail between relatives is sent with Lebanese franking from a Charitable Mission in Beruit,
Lebanon. Written to Corporal Freidinger, APO 73-SF, in Batangas, Philippines. By the time the V-Mail got to him,
he had returned to his home in Kentucky, and the V-Mail forwarded. This V-Mail made Three Ocean Crossings.

Rate: Airmail rated two 12 p surcharged on 7 '4p issues, and an overprinted 5p on 30c as Postal Tax.
g

Wartime Delivery Complexity:

1st Ocean Crossing - From Lebanon to New York APO, forwarded to San Francisco.

2nd Ocean Crossing - From San Francisco to the Philippines, where marked for forwarding to Kentucky.
3rd Ocean Crossing - Returned from the Philippines to Kentucky.




5. Wartime V-Mail Delivery Incorrect APO
C. Returned Mail

Limited mail sent to a serviceman survived, this V-Mail is an unusual one. Civilian commercial mail sent with
a most unusual franking of 3 cents by pictorial meter tape. To Private Holliday with an not much of an address
to go on. Incorrect APO addressing to Seattle for soldier likely in Alaska, handstamped with “Incorrect APO”
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Forwarding & Returned

5. Wartime V-Mail Delivery
Military and Civilian Post Offices

C. Returned Mail

Sent to the Army Financial Services of the British Expeditionary Forces in Cairo, Egypt. Civilian Cairo
machine and handstamp arrival markings, and Egyptian Civilian censor, circled M.

Marked “Return to Sender”, returned via airmail, re-censored in US by examiner #5868. 13 months transit.
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5. Wartime V-Mail Delivery Returned, Not on Board
C. Returned Mail Military and Civilian Post Offices
These two V-Mails received endorsements from unsuccessful delivery attempts and were returned to the

senders. Each V-Mail were directed to servicemen on civilian cargo ships, and the endorsements state, “Not on
Board War Emergency Tanker” and “Not in Directory at Armed Guard Center, Brooklyn, New York.”

As this was civilian to civilian mail, there was a fee of 3¢ mailing. The top V-Mail has an additional 6¢ for
airmail service from sender to the New York military gateway postal facilities.
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5. Wartime V-Mail Delivery Hospitalized, No Record
C. Returned Mail

From APO 218-NY, Myitkyna, Burma. Unique form, printing on one side omitted. To APO 298-NY,
Tidworth, England hospital, marked “Hospitalized” “Not Found” and then Returned to Sender.

“ S
omewhere in N, rthern

Burma opn the Ledp Road”

— Text left on th
by the censor. € V-Mail, not blackened

Myitkyna, Burma
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5. Wartime V-Mail Delivery U.S. & British Mail Handling
D. Allied Forces Mail Processing Tebessa, Algeria
From: APO 302-NY U.S. Army Coastal Artillery Unit

Sent from an Army unit, this V-Mail was censored by an American Officer, but received a British handstamp
cancel, from British Field Post Office Unit 289, part of the British 50th Infantry Division in Algeria.

To expedite mail, cross-cancelling between British F.P.O.s and American A.P.O.s was done quite often.
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S. Wartime V-Mail Delivery

D. Allied Forces Mail Processing

From: Digby Company, Nova Scotia

To APO 77-SF, on Okinawa, Ryukyus Islands. This V-Mail was franked for Canadian Air Mail to San
Francisco, to then use V-Mail service to Okinawa. The V-Mail was sent prior to U.S. V-Mail service authorized to
and from Canada. V-Mail service was later approved for U.S. servicemen and Canadian soldiers attached to U.S.
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Germany to Canada

Arrival cancel August 8,
1945, Cambridge, Mass.
With the war is over in

Europe, this V-Mail is P -
forwarded without S R .
franking to Canada.

Unusual forwarding to
another country of
Army mail.
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5. Wartime V-Mail Delivery Canadian Mail Handling
D. Allied Forces Mail Processing

From: Royal Air Force, 93rd Squadron, Algiers RAF Algeria to Canada
At onset, the V-Mail system was reserved only for U.S. Forces. Later extended to Allied Nations service personnel.
This V-Mail is an example of the extended service. Sent by Canadian Pilot Officer Hunt, from Canadian Field Post
Office 583. The V-Mail bears a Canadian Censor, likely by Office Hunt himself, with receiving in Byron, Ontario.

AFTER &« DAYS RETURN TO—
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From: APO 360-NY, 71st Infantry :ﬂ—_:_,d
Division, France ﬁ\P 0. # 340 _\“"'"—-__, ":5» Hﬁ
France to Canada New Yo ¥ N )( o -J-""ﬂsﬂn..b

Captain Monachino, U.S. Army, just
arrived in France, writing to his father

in-law in Canada. . v---_ MAIL };y ap 17T

V-Mail processed by the Canadian
Forces, using a scarce Canadian i N
Overseas S.C. 2 P.D. cancel, and Toe

received South Mountain, Ontario, 3! :
Canada, March 17, 1945, Mee. Conrles W MorRisory

SourH Mountriy
OHTﬂgio, Cavada

This usage is a Canadian postal unit
handling what is U.S. Army mail.
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6. Realities Of Wal‘ ill V‘Mail Missing in Action - P.O.W

Germany

In this section, Realities of War, V-Mails that indicate “Missing in Action”, “Prisoner of War”,
and mail from refugee camps, as well as those marked as casualties are displayed.

APO 34-NY, 168th Infantry. Endorsed “Missing in Action” and later “Prisoner of War.” These P.O.W.s were
first held by the Italian Army, later transferred to the German Army. The Germans sent the P.O.W.s to Arveits
Kommandos (Labor Camps) at Stalag VII-A in Moosberg, Germany, then onto Stalag I1-B in Hammerstein.

€ Missing in
Action
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6. Realities of War in V-Mail P.O.W. - Declared Missing
Belgium

V-Mail to Servicemen, Returned:

To: APO 443—NY. The 106th Infantry Division, shortly after arriving in the European Theater of Operations.
These inexperienced troops, located in quiet section of Belgium, were routed by the German offensive in the
Battle of the Bulge on December 16th, 1944, the 422nd and 423rd Regiments were forced to surrender. Private
Kattman was in the 423rd, part of approximately 6,500 US troops captured in the Schnee Eifel salient.

' [1
Declared Missing February 7, 1945. This V-Mail to his last known address. 7 he encloge, d

Battle of the Bulge

FENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TC aAavo:iC

EMBARKATION ARMY POST OFFIDE. S 2 S Do

THE INCLOSED V-MAIL LETTER IS
RETURNED BECAUSE IT WAS UNDE-
LIVERABLE AT THE ADDNESS SHOWN
OR TO WHICH FORWARDED.

WAR DEPARTMENT Penalty for Private use
OFFICIAL BUSINESS tn avoid payment of postage, $300.

V-Mail returned in an Oversized Envelope
developed just for this purpose (top).

Original envelope handstamped “Return to
Sender” and noted “Missing 2-7-45” signed
“Gilbert Maisus, Capt.” (lower).




6. Realities of War in V-Mail Refugee Camp Mail
Extricated Jewish & Algerian Camp

.cated WAR & NAVY L3 Y FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID
Jewish Refugess i T [————
1344 = e ST
"FICL A o —\——\
- o 4 = 8 _——-‘_‘h

dea of receiving
m New York that
el like they are

“Jt is just the i

something fro
makes them fe

”
in heaven.

APO 554, North Africa NAJEM Refugees 2>

This group took care of Jewish refugees that
had be “extricated” from many European and
African countries or Displaced Persons Camps.

Prict the cecaplete ki phein Loty o She punsl M, s o retirs adivess b e smes o
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Refugee Camp for
Yugoslavian Nationals

< Algerian Refugee Camp

From: Col. Emge, a U.S. Public Health doctor,
APO 399-NY located at Maison Blanche Airport,
Oran, Algeria.

Before being admitted to the U.S., refugees had to
pass strict physical examinations. This explains
the presence of a US officer at the “Yugoslav
Refugee Camp BNAF” December 1944,

w IS S N R . SOOOUOUOANNNANNEN
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6. Realities of War in V-Mail P.O.W. Mail
North Africa

V-Mail to Servicemen:

Redirected V-Mail written to Private Foster, 34th Infantry Division, which at the time was located in Omagh,
North Ireland. V-Mail envelope indicates Air Mail service requested for air delivery within United Kingdom.

By the time the V. Mail caught up with the unit, now in North Africa, Private Foster had been declared
P.O.W. at the hands of the Axis troops, and the V-Mail returned, with 166 day transit time.

Timeline of V-Mail transit:

¢+ Sent from Churchville, VA December 12, 1942
United Kingdom Cancel December 24, 1942
Redirected in Africa April 6, 1943
Handstamped P.O.W. May 19th, 1943
Returned to Sender May 27th 1943

* + & @

Handstamp on Envelope Front:

“...Regretted this item could not be delivered as the
addressee has been reported...” this portion
blackened.




P.O.W. Mail

6. Realities of War in V-Mail
German Camp Silesia, Poland

To P.O.W. camp for Allied Air Forces Officers, Stalag Luft 111, Sagan, Oberschlesien. Sagan (now Zagan, in
Silesia, Poland) is located about 100 miles from Berlin. Handstamped “Unmailable” and Returned with

manuscript, “No V-Mail to P.O.W.” There was no such regulation in place.
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6. Realities of War in V-Mail P.O.W. Camp Mail
Texas & California

This section provides a stark look at the Realities of War, detailing those realities, locations and some quotes.

V-Mail to Servicemen:
To: APO 7-SF, 32nd Infantry Regiment, at this time on Okinawa, about six weeks after landing. From a

Guard Detachment at a P.O.W. Camp housing German Soldiers in Brady, Texas. Sent May 14, 1945.

1 e is
«Now that the mess Elu:-:g)
3.
er. 1 hope it won’t be hoe e
f;)V ﬁ;re Japan i out of t
e

we can : .
off; drinking 1 @

about it?”

Pec. SOHN LRKOWS K1-y2en58s

Co. R 3200 [yre U.S. Femy

KRO.XF S o |
Son Fernessco, CALF)

J apanese Inte.rment To Nesei San
California in Philippines :>

Next Page: To a Nesei Serviceman from his mother in a Japanese Internment Camp, written in Japanese ->

Mrs. N. Tsuchida, interned in the Relocation Center at Tule Lake, California writes this V-Mail in Japanese to
her son Jack Tsuchida in the Philippines Military Intelligence (XY Section). This was an extremely dangerous
assignment for a Nisei, an American born of Japanese ancestry. It was also a most unusual assignment for a Nisei
to be sent to the Pacific area, as most Nisei had been sent to Europe with the famed 442 Infantry Battalion. Censor,
“Referred to District Censor by US Military Authorities” for language, examined and sent.




Print the complete address in plain block letters in the panel below, and your return address in the space
provided., Use typewriter, dark ink, or pencil, Write plainly. Very small writing is not suvitable.
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6. Realities of War in V-Mail Casualties
Okinawa

m In Actighy

L._/tzth’ (f/ffi*'*"”“’

LT |hf ’/-//_5:///-; AP V%

Wartime death of soldier Edward Alboroni




6. Realities of War in V-Mail

Careful Communications:

Casualties
Okinawa & More

On a single V-Mail envelope, eight handstamps trace the communication related to the wartime death of soldier

Edward Alboroni; most notably the Killed in Action.

Note the long time, from January to June 1943, to return the V-Mail with the official notice on scanned envelope.

DE A
_ EEASED /

Scan of Reverse of Envelope, prior page at 80%.
Death Edward Alboroni acknowledged by D.F. Ross.

Dated October 29, 1944
V-Mail Delivery Envelope
used in the United Kingdom.

“Deceased” Signed
\ Wilbur V. Duffel, Captain
APO 655, France

Penalty for Private nse

i B 5 & avoid payment of postage, $300.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

< Dated June 15, 1945
Hawaii 15 BPO

relays another
Okinawa casualty.

“Deceased” Signed
Vincent de Paul Britt



6. Realities of War in V-Mail

Casualties
Okinawa

To: APO 96-SF, 381st Infantry, 96th Infantry Division, Private Virgil L. Thompson, on Okinawa. July 1, 1945.
This V-Mail reached his unit, where Lieutenant Smith had to apply the endorsement, “Deceased.”
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V-Mail service provides a most rapid means of communication. If addressed to a
place where photographing service is not available the original letter will be
dispatched by the most expeditious means.

INSTRUCTIONS

(1) Write the entire message plainly on the other side within marginal lines.

of the Armed Forces should s
‘address, including grade or ra
attached and army post offic
appropriate fleet post office.

i 5

(3)
(4)
()

Enclosures must not be placed in thi

5a) niimbar-.

mplete military or naval
Anit to which assigned or
> &%he‘ 'ggaropriaie postmaster or

3
.
Ty

or street letter box.

V-Mail letters may be sent free of postage by members of the Armed Forces.
When sent by others postage must be prepaid at domestic rates (3c ordinary
mail, 6c if domestic air mail service is desired when mailed in the U. S.)

T
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT PEAMIT NO. L)
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6. Realities of War in V-Mail War Casualties

APO-4994 NY First Special Service Force, Italy

Italy

Private Lewis J. Christiansen, part of the First Special Service Force, attached to the US VI Army Group. In late
1943 the unit was clearing Mount La Defense on Highway 6, on the way to Rome. Heavy fighting was

recorded in this area. Under the blackout you can see “Missing” later changed to “Deceased”.
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WAR & N PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID

PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

Signed Off > L " P
“Deceased” by Vo .k 18
unit Captain CAR

< Under Black

Marking, “Missing”




6. Realities of War in V-Mail

APO-629 NY Chabua, India, 1st Ferrying Group, 3rd Squadron—CBI.

War Casualties
India

Private Sims, possibly involved in the “Over the Hump” resupply operations has correspondence initially
marked “Missing”. The erasure on reverse and flap missing by the envelope window indicate status changed to

“Deceased”. Correspondence marked with four separate handstamps.

Sent in unique envelope with no printed indicia, handstamped: “War Economy. Please Return this Envelope
to Nearest APO. V....Mail” . This is the only known envelope of this type.

V-Mail written with unusual sideways orientation.

Envelope Reverse at 80%

Careful verification of Status Provided
As shown on envelope.

On Reverse: Three signed verifications
Typewritten marking under black may say
“Missing”. May, 1943,

On Front: Casualty Status verified as
Missing. November, 1943.
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6. Realities of War in V-Mail War Casualties

Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands
V-Mail to Servicemen:

To: Lt. Sullivan, Marine Pilot in VMSB-141, based in Guadalcanal from September 23, 1942 to November 19,
1942, using the Marine Corps Mailing System, USMC 760.

] e
] |(msol s sTamp)

Saturday,Nov.7, '4P «
Dear Sully,
How's the Marine? Or should I say "How ars the Marinss?"
Uaddy received your last letter,und we sure were glad 1_'e hear
£ - from you.
[/ Since I'm taking typing at "Ye Olde High School,” 1 decided
to type this lstter,

1 winter sure came quick to our "1ittle village." You'd think 1t'd besen
] snowing,the +uy the frost lays itself on the ground ln the morning.
Evelyn,Betty Jean, andl want out Hallows'sn from 10:00 to 12:00 F. M.
Boy! Did we have fun! We dumped garbage cans, turnsd over furniture,
Took down washings on the lines, rang doorbells, played "treat or trick,
put flosars pots in fish ponds, snd gug up "private drivewsy"” signs
and put them in peopla's hedges blocks a'uy.

B. J. went to the shoc last nite vith Halph, and boy, have I been
kidiing her.

WAR & NAVY PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID

PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300
DEPARTMENTS
V--MAIL SERVICE

This envelope handstamped, “USMC Reports Undeliverable” February 20, 1943. The removed flap, used
to find sender’s address, suggests that Lt. Sullivan was an early war casualty.
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7. V-Mail Use - Military Branches

Celebrati

A. Army, Army Air Corps, Americal Division

Greetings from Military Branches:
Army APO 777-NY 15th in Florence, Italy
Easter ¢ h N | e gen aibert N

Army APO 860-NY in Reykjavik, Iceland
Promotion

Air Force APO 634-NY (Army Air Corps) ——— :,:H::ﬂ. r
US 8th in Wellingborough, England o ok e Y |

Valentine’s Day

Army Americal Division APO 715-SF
Bougainville, New Caledonia

Christmas




Army, Army Air Corps, Americal Division

Valentineas Day
ngland

Air Force inE

Handwritten to Artistic,
V-Mail Greeting Popular Benefits:

+ Reduced Censor Concerns

¢ Quickly Processed

¢ Boosted Morale

+ Celebrated War Artist Talent

Chl‘ iStmas
my Amen'Ca] in

From: APO 716 - SF 4
From the Americal Division

Bougainville, New Caledonia

The Americal Division of the United States
Army was formed in the immediate emergency
following Pearl Harbor, to defend New

Caledonia against a feared Japanese attack.

The Americal Division—the name being a
contraction of ""American, New Caledonian
Division".



7. V-Mail Use - Military Branches
B. Navy, Navy Construction Battalions (Seabees), Coast Guard

Greetings from Military Branches: U.S. Navy Seabees

geabee—C B.r—Construc'r[;cm f?ory
o ; 11 Tern
Navy USS Reuben James DE 153, A Destroyer Escort e S

On convoy escort to the Mediterranean

atta“On

Navy Construction Battalions—Seabees
US Navy 128 Advanced Base Construction Depot
Pearl Harbor, The Hawaii Territory

Christmas Greeting

Navy Construction Battalions—Seabees

US Navy 128 Advanced Base Construction Depot
Pearl Harbor, The Hawaii Territory

Mail Greeting: Keep ’Em Flowing

2 OOV

\_‘\-_\“ “

Coast Guard USS Tanney—WPG 37
U.S.C.G. Patrol Gunboat #37

On patrol duty, Honolulu area

Navy Destroyer
On the Mediterranean
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The Seabees - What is in a Name:

The word Seabee comes from the initials of
Construction Battalion, (C.B.), of the U.S. Navy.

The Seabees have a history of building bases,

bulldozing and paving thousands of miles of

roadway and airstrips, and other construction
' projects beginning with World War I1.




Navy, Navy Construction Battalions (_Scabees), Coast Guard

rtist Greeting Mail Request
booster for at home and
AB. (Hawaii Advanced

This War A

is another morale

Seabe ’

e’s Mail G .

reeting abroad. From H

Base) at Pearl Harbor for us€ all.

On Pearl Harbor, Hawaii Territo
ry

The V-mail service encourage rather

than discourage mail.

Coast Guard

in Honolulu
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From: U.S.S. Taney - WPG37 2 ﬁ { bana . Coamn
U.S.CG. Patrol Gunboat # 37 ﬁ o m ~ u.‘tm'_,‘ o, ‘
On patrol duty, Honolulu area. ml‘c:‘ o t"‘: J%L
|y it 97
A former Navy ship, U.S.S. Taney was moored 4 a’ 'y e
at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 The ship f S Ll
was transferred t0 the Coast Guard in early lu._.-w- _zz:' Se d
1942. V-Mail from the Coast Guard is ﬁ Wovalate
2 e

difficult to locate.




7. V-Mail Use - Military Branches

B. US Navy War Artist Brouwer Greeting
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7. V-Mail Use by Military Branches
C. US Navy, Civilian Use

CONUS Usage
Cargo Ship Mail

V-Mail generated from Civilian use would generally run through the Army Post Office with franking. These were
not. Civilian to Civilian, with Airmail franking and a U.S. Navy Z— Type cancel and British franking example.

—
Roger J. Woon '

Tebwrs - -/
Nies, VMicrigan |

M. and Mes. Lucian F. Woop ]
1205 Deaxe Avervue
OurermGame
Churrornia -, ULS.A. §

Niles, Michigan:
Naval Installation

Sent Civilian to Civilian
with US Navy cancel
within Continental U.S.
(CONUS).

AL S7or0)cH
S5- WICHoLRAs HWeE
/.Do.sr‘ I ASTER, W

Used like a letter sheet, and
not filmed, sent by a crew
member on a cargo ship.
Posted with 2 %d in
Southhampton, England.
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8. V-Mail Use Around the World

A. European Theater of Operation

World War it truly was! In this section, V-Mails and mailed V-Mail forms are organized to showcase the immense
geographic footprint of the war. Covering specific geography, the V-Mails here were selected to show the extensive
geography of troop locations served by V-Mail. These V-Mails are organized by the military theaters of operation.
e ~ Selection of V-Mail shows used the criteria of
; f_ﬁ,‘_‘,’,ﬁ‘,‘;‘;_,‘ s % showing worldwide coverage, but allowing the
] Attes - L (n R - more elusive locations, where mail service was
o y challenging, to be highlighted.
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England and Ireland

Incoming Mail:
How long can you carry all the letters and V-Mails from home in your duffel bag?

Few V-Mails to Servicemen have survived.
These two sent without censoring.

Iceland APO 860-NY Reykjavik - Greeting
APO 610-NY Meck Army Base

Northern Irelang England APO 149-NY in Sunninghill

Northern Ireland APO 153-NY Bangor

" APae
[Chneton g "‘;:. |’4 @ M'/é’.’

Typed correspondence
a challenge to read
without magnification.




8. V-Mail Use Around the World

France
A. European Theater of Operation

From APO 230-NY, HQ 1st US Army, sent from Normandy, France.

Cpl. Veale is under fire, 81st Chemical Battalion was one of the D-Day invasion units, HO-Rear of the 1st
Army, from Bristol, England where the mail was processed.

Normandy Invasion
D-Day Invasion Unit

Omaha Beach
A{I / § .am hear ig shells
WAR & NAVY e 5F vowaee: s30s ' Whizzing over..[ g d
DEPARTMENTS W - own i
V-MAIL SERVIC w m}’ Ilole, ‘Cﬂuse as longas in
_ ) rth ;
ERON_ Gorgy iy 0

t‘ .
limes, ” 8 1s rough q¢

Sent within days of the
Omaha Beach invasion.

=

ate answering
but we really

”»

I’'ma little l

our letter...
)I,mve peen kept busy-

_—mn

From: APO 10-NY, 184th Port Company, sent from Normandy, France. Next Page=>
Cpl. Cole was in Normandy, on Omaha, one of the invasion beaches. This V-Mail censored and mailed with
out filming is significant as it confirms that mail indeed was moving in and out of the landing zones

within a few days after Festung Europa was invaded. Outgoing mail was taken to London and processed
through Base Post Office 11.
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8. V-Mail Use Around the World France
A. European Theater of Operation

Normandy
D-Day

192-17 417 Quenve | &
Floswing, LoalG Laiano| @Y
6w YarK

LN
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Evacuated to a hospital in England.
Private Tennyson is very likely a casualty
of the early fighting on the continent,




8. V-Mail Use Around the World
A. European Theater of Operation

Normandy
D-Day

o

France

“We are on th

and day, cqy,
mo re.. 3 ”

€80 nighy
% say

LST 504, Normandy
( LST = Landing Ship, Tank)

V-Mail sent just six days after D-Day.
The ship is still ferrying supplies into the
invasion beaches.




8. V-Mail Use Around the World France
A. European Theater of Operation

APO 758-NY, HQ US 7th Army. Pfc. Sammy Kurano, from the now famed Nesei 442nd Infantry Battalion.
a unit composed of mostly of Japanese-American born enlisted men, in Luneville, Southern France. The
unit became the most highly—decorated regiment in the history of the United States armed forces, the

motto of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team was “Go for Broke.”

Private Kurano writes to Kim Ozawa in Poston, Arizona Japanese Relocation Camp, Area 35, Barrack 10,
Space A. Japanese-American men in relocation camps, after much trying, were allowed to join the US Army.
For a battalion of 300 to 1000 men, over 10,000 applied.

Nesei 442nd Battalion
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8. V-Mail Use Around the World
A. European Theater of Operation

From: APO 399-NY Hq 9 US Army 2>
Maastricht, Holland

998th Medical Collection Company
Not a choice assignment in the military.

This V-Mail heavily censored.

Censors mark out:

e Specific troop locations
e Operations details

e Anything they want to
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< From: APO 448-NY 87th Infantry Division
Andier, Belgium

VIII Corps is trying to breach the West Wall.
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8. V-Mail Use Around the World
A. European Theater of Operation
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France
Netherlands

From: APO 757-NY SHAEF- Supreme HQ
Allied Expeditionary Force Paris, France

V-Mail Written in Italian.
As long as specified, a V-Mail written in a
foreign language could be sent.

Irregularities in Censoring: Two similar
V-Mails, one censor marked, one not, both
from PFC Norris (Mario) Rospigliati.
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From the 1st Allied Airborne Army = Jordtecd e PR

APO-740 NY, Holland; February 12, 1945 ’ f S T ¥
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Established by the British 1st Airborne, the P Amoat ardecn. |
Polish Parachute Brigade and the US 82nd and uo/al Fees d-& ..( our ’”’,,"Z" e L. -
101st Airborne, this unit was involved in m“-v l" , J B d - 7 .

“Operation Marketgarden” in Holland. The
unit was also used as infantry during the
“Battle of the Bulge”, the German
counteroffensive in the Ardeenes.
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8. V-Mail Use Around the World
A. European Theater of Operation

From: APO 251-NY Ist Armored
Division Anzio, Italy

LA

Anzio Beach Head after invasion.

Mail originating in Anzio would
held until for Naples processing.

DATTRNE

Y

V From: APO 36.NY
136th Infantry Division
Rome, Italy

Hospitalized Soldier.

h

Sy,

B, 5

AN

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300

WAR & NAVY
DEPARTMENTS
V--MAIL SERVICE

e \\'\"L\\\‘\'\\

—— i ——

ALAN AR ARRR R R

B S SRAAR R LRSS

Incoming mail to Servicemen: >
To: APO 528-NY 12th A'F. Service
Command, Rome, Italy

V-Mail Written in Finnish, clearly identified.
Sent from Michigan, home to many immigrants
from Finland who came to work in ore mines,

Absence of censor marking of any kind.




8. V-Mail Use Around the World Russia
A. European Theater of Operation

From: APO 798-NY, HQ US Strategic Air Force, Eastern Command, in Erivan, Ukraine, Russia.
Only Recorded Example: V-Mail from Russia and “Operation Frantic Joe”.

“Operation Frantic Joe” established bases inside Russia. This enabled American heavy bombers stationed in
Britain and Italy to strike deep into the heart of Nazi territory and occupied Eastern Europe. By landing on
secret American air bases located inside Soviet Russia to re-arm and re-fuel, they could then attack a
second target on the way home.

| V-Mail from Russia
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| My correct mail address is:
e e g vl

RANK NAME SFRIAL NUMBER
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—w——mg = S

| l ORGANITATION UNIT

send. APO_ 7228 _</o POSTMASTER

Tébsame pddecss LI, NEW YORK, N.Y-

~ My code cabl%egldress is:

HELP REDUCE THE MAIL LOAD
USE V-—MAIL

Only Recorded Example: V-Mail from Russia




8. V-Mail Use Around the World Czechoslovakia
A. European Theater of QOperation

To a Serviceman abroad:

OSS Detachment 5937, Navy 100 Fleet Post Office

Office of Strategic Services operatives were natives of the countries they were sent to. Most of the time
they parachuted in to gather information or conduct sabotage. This V-Mail traveled: Sent from Riverhead,
NY to its NY V-Mail station, onto London’s V-Mail station as film, reprinted and delivery to Navy 100, in
London, and onto addressee’s undisclosed location.

Undisclosed Location

W From: APO2-NY 2nd Infantry Division
Located in Pilsen, Czechoslovakia, the center
of Europe during war campaigns. This V-Mail
dated May 12, 1945, fighting continued in
Czechoslovakia until May 14, 1945.
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8. V-Mail Use Around the World Italy
A. European Theater of Operation
Sgt. Edgar T. Brown was a member of the 99th Fighter Squadron, 332 Fighter Group located APO 525,

Ponte Olivo, Sicily Island, Italy with its airfield at Barcellona, Sicily. Sgt. Brown was a part of first flying unit
of African Americans, escorting US bombers from the 12th and 15th Air Forces.

Tuskegee Airmen
99th Fighter Squadron
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Locally-made V-Mail

form, all blank on
reverse, sent unfilmed.

Sicily Island, Italy.




8. V-Mail Use Around the World Sicily Island, Italy

Print the complete address in plain block letters in the panel below, and your
return address in the space provided. Use typewriter, dark ink, or pencil,
Write plainly., Very small writing is not suitable.

No. From

3 =0 BTN c ' : 77
' EHSOEU SXTS T0 Sender!s name
: 3 : Mr and Mrs Touis Korotun Finance 0
N £ Sender's address

325 Wqll Sireet APQ 45, o/o Postmaster
New Y, rk, New York

Meriden, Connecticut R August

——

STAMF™

7 )

gl iR IRESFEEY &

A= Dear 8is, Louwie and Lorraine,

Just a few lines to say "hello" and to let
you know that all is going well with me and that I am
L in the best of health. For some unknown reason we are
not getting any letters for some time now and it seems
8o strange to be continuously writing to ones who never
answer. But I know that some gf your letters have besn
delayed and I surely will get them maybe to-morrow or 7
within the next few days.

I hope that all is going OK at your home and I
bet Lorraine is already thinking of school. Before we
will realize it will be fall and sumer will be just a
memorys With all those rationing ete, I imagine that
you couldn't do much in enjoyments the past few months.
Here 's hoping that next summer will be different.

Now that we are in control of Sicily, I wonder where
we will be going next? I do not suppose that we would
be here any length of time, now.

The firet night we were here in the new' biwouac
area, we had a bombing raid for about an hour. The next
day we all made sure *‘hat v dug our fox-holes. Butwe
haven't had any more raids since then.

ok SRR R N R T VR

5\

5\
N W

To-day proved quite an eventful dey for us as
we had none other than the commander of the Unted States
7th Army, Lt Gen. George S. Patton, Jr speak to us.

He gave a great speech. He told us that we were now

a

. seasoned troops and have proven ourselves to be among

o the best fighting men in the world. He praised the
division for the splendid work we did here., Of course

- that is great for the moral of the soldiers to get such

praise from their commender.

> We are quite busy at the office as pay day is

i Just around the corner, and we are still paying on time,

' NoW that the fighting is over, we will be getting a little
; liberty and I am expecting to go to one of the towns for
- 8 half a days. I am hoping to be able to take in & movie,
to sit at a tahble an eat a meal to be
finished with some T cicadt k2 % real ice.cream.
p Will close for

T T T T 7T T T T T T T T TI77
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. 8. V-Mail Use Around the World

| A. European Theater of Operation Iran
APO 523-NY Persian Gulf Command Tehran
! Celebrating the opening of the first V-Mail
station in the Persian Golf, October 1943. \/

Gibraltar

Mh“hu”umuﬁlﬂhﬂm*“-
uq—pﬂu.nnu—n-mumu—uhu-l-qn--nu

From: APO 512-NY

HQ Mediterranean
From England to North

»
stop «On the Rock Gib

Theater of Operations.
Africa and Italy with a

raltar. (lower right)

“It is getting increasingly difficult to

write letters, v
we can say, you know.

the restrictions on what

This Medallion is the official insignia of the
Persian Qulf Service . wapprly

kground. The star
is from the flsg of Irag(Mesopotamia), the sword from
Lhe government flag cf Iran (Persia). Red stands for
Bacrifice, white for Purity, and green for Ajriculturs.
The last onlor alsc signdfies Islam, the sta.e relig-
ion of theoe countries. All three colors are comson
to the flage of both countries,
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North Africa for Sicily Invasion € Sicily invaded one week before.
This division stationed in Sicily.

From: APO 252-NY 2nd Armored Division ol ) A,
Mail Facility: North Africa. l'iming of this V-Mail is July 1943, the

beginning of the Invasion of Europe.

\
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8. V-Mail Use Around the World China, Burma, India
B. Pacific Theater of Operation

World War in the Pacific Theater. Select and significant V-Mails and mailed V-Mail forms are organized in this
second section of V-Mail Around the World showcase the immense geographic footprint of the war. and the
extensive geography served by the mail. These V-Mails are organized geographically and as the war unfolded.

s E e heda o alkar L #AUlIG " Lakicd Merrill’s Marauders
3 { Jspanesa Tertory Post WW i Myiktyna, Burma

g e From on the Ledo Road ___ :i e
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Burma India
tion Christmas
1943

China
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Greeting
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From: APO 628-NY at the time
stationed in Ramgarh, India—>

HAPPY AND MAT Twis

’. RAPPINESS OvVERFLOW

LLLLLH LTI RETL LR ER LSRR LR LRRARRARRANRNN

US Army Christmas Greeting
covering a very large geography.

Merrill’s Marauders Description

FNSN AN NN VAN Y

Next Page: APO 487-NY, Dinjan, India. Merrill’s Marauders V-Mail, a US Army Special Operations Force >
In pencil, handstamped “Not Suitable for Photographing” Indian form, printed in available vellow ink. Shown at 80%.
This V-Mail is from the 5307 Composite Unit, where each soldier was awarded the Bronze Star.

Famous for its deep-penetration missions behind Japanese lines, this unit of Merrill’s Marauders was extremely depleted
by casualties and disease, working in Burma, along the Ledo Road, to capture Myitkyna territory.

“Well, Mom, I finally arrived here on the Burma front, and we have taken a taste of
Jap artillery fire...at least they can’t call this a picnic...If anything happens to me just
remember that this is the way I wanted it.”
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8. V-Mail Use Around the World
B. Pacific Theater of Operation

APO 488-NY in Yunnanyi, China -
Christmas Greeting from the
Headquarters of the “Y Force”.

APO 885-NY HQ India-Burma Theater
New Delhi, India.

Unusual yellow printing of this V-Mail
form. By mid 1942 the now familiar red
V-Mail form was just put in use; a
shipment was sent to India with sheets
printed in red color, on one side only.
Instead of destroying the forms, the U.S.
Military Postal Authorities in India instead
were told to finish printing them with
what ink they had.

Yellow Form W
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China
India & Ceylon
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MAVE YOU PILED ™ COMPLITE
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RS _ s
ADNAELY AT l"\’ - = - —= -‘.1, L

ADDEFIS AT TOM

APO 432-NY Kandy, Ceylon
Serving the Southeast Asia Command.
Printed on local, primitive Rice Paper.

Ceylon Greeting
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8. V-Mail Use Around the World Philippine Islands
B. Pacific Theater of Operation

APO 74-SF Esquadron de Pelea 201 serving in Clark Field, Manila, Philippines.
The Mexican Air Force, as one of their contributions to WW II formed a Fighter Squadron, “Esquadron 201”
that after training in the US, was deployed to the Philippines.

This V-Mail, written in Spanish, was censored on exit from Mexico, sealed with the ‘Examinado” gummed
paper tape, with no further censor. Franking is the letter rate from San Luis Potosi, Mexico to San Francisco,
where it then entered the US Military Postal System.

_'OC‘V'NIWX‘X!”

From S 7 o &7 oo a_?,?gp; 4@,;:{/;"‘ N
BRI Jxziny o J5 v
Tow 55 [ou5- -S4/
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V--—=MAIL
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204 57, /7 A Spve ohow /f//-oﬂff/.
% g‘/)’g.?d“ﬁv ..j:--r: 94'2'-—;7 /5@ 0 é,///
. :

USH.

From a P.O.W. Camp,
in Chinese. To Manila,

*I\_
Philippine Istands ——

Next Page: To: APO 38-SF Manila, Philippine Islands. -
From a P.O.W. Camp Guard, at Dept. 1849, Camp Swift, Texas.

Written in Chinese, censored and handstamped. “This Communication/Referred to District Postal/
Censor by US Military Authorities.” and with civilian censor at exit mailing in San Francisco.
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8. V-Mail Use Around the World

B. Pacific Theater of Operation

V-Mail to the Canal Zone
From: PFC Kimball in Co. A, 1st Amphibious Tractor Battalion attached to the First Marine Division in Milne Bay.
The Battle of Milne Bay is considered the first battle in the Pacific campaign in which the Allied forces soundly
defeated Japanese land forces, forcing them to withdraw. After winning the battle, Milne Bay became a major
Allied base. This V-Mail addressed to Ancon, Canal Zone, V-Mail to the Canal Zone is not often found.

V-Mail Routing:
Sent to Fleet Post Office,

San Francisco, forwarded.

New York APO and onto
Ancon, Canal Zone.

WAR & NAVY

DEPARTMENTS
Y-MAIL SERVICE

GFFICIAL BUSINESS

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID
- PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, §300

e 1 Bet suibmisly

s )f —3
P98 facrn Hnwwsns ,ﬁ"""; Y 27
Bex 1073 Las ’I’?""m‘ B
Awcon S P lree 0. |

CANAL Zong §ir

De 2'!9’3

Milne Bay, New Guinea

< Receiving Mark
on Reverse




8. V-Mail Use Around the World
B. Pacific Theater of Operation
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Incoming mail to Servicemen:

To: APO 565-SF Hollandia, New Guinea A
New Guinea Netherlands Administration.
Located opposite Wake Island.

“... in this you wrote that you
have not heard from me for 2
weeks - have written every day.”
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New Guinea

From: APO 503-SF Oro Bay, New Guinea A

“We are deprived of a few things,
like Ice Cream and Beer...”

Note V-Mail lower right form marking, ‘Buy
War Bonds™ and insignia, found on some V-
Mail stationery.
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8. V-Mail Use Around the World
B. Pacific Theater of Operation

From: APO 25-SF, 25th Infantry Division
“The Rainbow Division”

Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands

V-Mail sent April 22, 1943

First major land offensive operation in
the Pacific area from the start of the war.

Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands
New Guinea

Wishing a Happy Easter ¥
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From: APO 41-SF, 186th Infantry Division
New Guinea
V-Mail sent 1943

Unusual to see 2 Mother’s Day Greeting.




8. V-Mail Use Around the World
B. Pacific Theater of Operation
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Battle of Saipan, Mariana Islands ->

From: 2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division,
Saipan, Mariana Islands.

V-Mail, passed by Naval Censor, and likely carried
by the Army Air Force. A mix of forces at work.

Following the Battle of Saipan, Mariana Islands,
July 1944, Pacific Campaign.

as am

«Fxcuse the writing dle light.”

trying 10 write by can

W

Iwo Jima
Saipan

V-Mail Processed on Iwo Jima
One day after coming ashore

€ First

Sent by the 4th Marine V-Malil station.

V. Amphibious Corps landed on Iwo Jima February
19, 1945. Within a few days the 3rd, 4th and 5th
Marine Divisions had a Command Post opened on
beachhead by February 23rd, 1945.
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8. V-Mail Use Around the World Okinawa
B. Pacific Theater of Operation :

From: APO 27-SF, 106th Infantry,
27th Infantry Division

V-Mail sent May 8, 1945.

b’i‘” 1t sure majeg You feel
er (the mail) 4, get yoy

mind Oﬁ' the J,
aps and
Jor a few minuges the war

I'’ve had 4 lot of close calls.”

Nagasaki Bombing

- . SR RS N N LN NN TR T A% % w

& From: APO 201-SF 1st Cavalry
Division, Okinawa, Ryukyu Island

Sent: August 9, 1945. On this date the
2nd atomic bomb was dropped on
Nagasaki, Japan.

WWII ended shortly thereafter.




8. V-Mail Around the World
B. Pacific Theater of Operation

From: APO 331-SF 170th Engineering Combat
Battalion, Schofield Barracks
Oahu, Hawaii

On the importance of V-Mail to the troops:

“It is just impossible to try to explain
how much I enjoy and appreciate
hearing from you.”

“Hope you have more luck with this
V-Mail than I have with mine.”

Holiday Greeting
APO 965-SF

Kaunakakai, Hawaii
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Rosh Hashanah Greeting

APO 958-SF Fort Shafer
From Oahu, Hawaii




Print the complete address in plain block letters in the panel below, and your return address in the space
provided. Use typewriter, dark ink, or pencil. Write plainly. Very small writing is not suiteble.

Z
9

( e Chaplain Norman Siegel

(Sender’'s name)

Headquarters, AP0-958

(Sender's address)
% P.M. San Francisco, Calif.

October 3, 1943

[CENSOR'S STAMP) [Date)

Dear friend:

You will be pleased to learn that your loved one worshipped at our ROSH
HASHONOH SERVICES, and then he enjoyed a luncheon sponsored by the
JEWISH WELFARE BOARD., With fervent wishes for a HAPPY NEW YEAR, We are

Faithfully yours

== f/,_:) .
CHAPLAIN JOSEPH H. LIEEF- ! PL B RUD CHAPLAIN NORMAN S L

ALEEARBRRELS | L LAERRL LR NSRS SRR TR

Ve~ M AT

B A N A R SR Ca e AN SRR R R R




8. V-Mail Use Around the World Guam
B. Pacific Theater of Operation

From L.S.M. 441 (Landing Ship Medium) a small vessel.
Military Vessel to Military Unit Mail. Few military vessel to military unit V-Mail known.

V-Mail written on May 4, 1945 to APO 246-Unit 2 on Guam. The writer mentions that hopefully the war will end
soon. Between his writing and posting on May 9, 1945, President Truman declared Victory in Europe Day, now
known as V-E Day, May 8th, 1945.

't be long before

it won
«J guess it WO awhere in

we,u get to meet som
the Pacific- d
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8. V-Mail Use Around the World
B. Pacific Theater of Operation
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From: Navy Hospital #12 on =
Manus Island, the Admiralty
Islands

“Where we are now is
really nice, we sleep in
Army regulation tents,
five mentoatent...”
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Wake Island
Admiralty Islands

<From: U.S.S. Essex - CV-9
Aircraft Carrier flagship of T/F 14

Sent October 14, 1943, after completing
raids on Wake Island.

Wake Island served as a key military
position in the war.
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8. V-Mail Use Around the World New Zealand
B. Pacific Theater of Operation New Hebrides

Sent Chaplain to Chaplain

From: Lt. Col. P.W. Huntington, Chaplain APO 453 SF, Bougainville, Solomon Islands.

To: Captain A.H.Voyce attached to the 2nd New Zealand Expeditionary Force on Vella Lavella.
V-Mail forwarded to F.M.C. (Forward Maintenance Center) on Guadalcanal.

Then forwarded to Remuera, “Evac. N.Z.” as marked and handstamped.

Finally to P.O. Box 931, Christchurch, New Zealand. Self Censored and not photographed.

To {fﬂ ]
rur:.v._
F«-z??

ﬂ
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M;v il
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e =

& G0 PU. wm;r
Addressing V-Mail, complex = J__&lﬂﬁ H-JJM CT PO

2nd New Zealand Expeditionary & o o IL e <
Force APO 150. ‘ \. :

free

Ser
Insgruetion
No. &

<From: APO 708-SF
Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides
| IV Island Command Base

Today it is a “Politically Incorrect” message.
Artist Greeting sent without censor.



8. V-Mail Use Around the World
B. Pacific Theater of Operation

From: APO 923-SF Brisbane, Australia, 80th Pursuit Squadron (later F ighter Squadron)

July, 1942. This V-Mail was handled within a week of V-Mail service starting from the US to Australia.

Australia

The delivery envelope is non-standard, imprinted inside “Invitca Registered, Made in Australia.” These were
used before regular V-Mail delivery envelopes arrived. The V-Mail. a scarce example, delivered to Brisbane,
Australia, forwarded to Melbourne (APO-501), then to Petric, a field where the 80th Pursuit Squadron was

located. Sent uncensored.
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Marking
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if bave *V* mail available, I would like to hear m“
"&”""“"' 1 know that you are busy, #o do mot go to too
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At home I am diresting the USO drive, which takes a
time = alse sm Asst Chief County Alr Raid Wegden, o I also keep &
-:;-tu-. Incidentally, dees the USO you thare?
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8. V-Mail Use Around the World Australia
B. Pacific Theater of Operation

APO 915-SF 7th Airway Command Squad. December 1942, Early RAF Greeting use in Australia.

Looking Jorward ¢,

again .
and see yoy g1 » drop in

From: APO 201-SF US Armed Forces =
Mount Isa, Australia

December 12, 1942

This location used during early presence
of U.S. troops in Australia.
U.S.A.F.LLA. Censor:

U.S. Armed Forces in Australia.

AR
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8. V-Mail Use Around the World

Holiday Greeting written on December 7, 1943,
two year to the day of the attack on Pearl Harbor.

J

CANSCRL STAMP)

- Merry

Alaska

Incoming mail to Servicemen:
Adak Island, Alaska

Y To: 11th Fighter Squadron APO 980-SE
Headquarters of 11th Air Force.
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From: APO 939-SE 206th >
Coastal Artillery Regiment

(AA) Alaska Artillery _
Fort Mears, Dutch Harbor, !
Unalaska Island, Alaska '

November 10, 1943

SE notation for Seattle,
Washington processing.

urasaun,Coiirumia
USSR
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Santa Fe, New Mexico

8. V-Mail Use Around the World

P.O. Box 1663, Santa Fe, New Mexico.

/-Mail

ted usage of V

1l

ilian employee in the engineering section of the Manhattan project, the

From a famous address with very |

Sender Robert Sackheim was a civi

codename known for the operations of A-Bomb development at Los Alamos.

V-Mail Service provides the most expeditigus dispatch and reduces the weight
of mail to and from personnel of our Armed Forces outside the continental
United States. When addressed to points where micro-film equipment is
operated, a miniature photographic negative of the message will be made and
sent by the most expeditious transporiation available for reproduction and
delivery. The original message will be desiroyed after the reproduction has been
delivered. Messages addressed to or from points where micro-film equipment
is not operated will be transmitted in their original form by the most expeditious

means available.
INSTRUCTIONS

(1) Write the entire message plainly on the other side within marginal lines,

(2) PRINT the name and address in the two panels provided. Addresses to members
of the Armed Forces should include rank or rating of the addressee, unit to
which attached; and APO or Naval address.

(3) Fold, seal, and deposit in any post office letter drop or street letter box.

(4) Enclosures must not be placed in this envelope and a separate V-Mail letter
must be sent if you desire to write more than one sheet,

(5) V-Mail letters may be sent free of postage by members of the Armed Forces.
When sent by others postage must be prepaid at domestic rates (3¢ ordinary
mail, 6¢ if air mail is desired),

1 France.
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* POST OFFICE DEFARTMENT FPERMIT MO, )

Chaplains, APO-758, HQ of US 7th Army in Ep
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This V-Mail handstamped “Unsuitable for Micro-Filming” and because of the added Christmas Seals.

V-Mail then mailed to Lt. Sherman Stackheim,
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9. The War Ends V-Mail Censoring Stops

A. V-Mail Service Ending

As the war draws to a close, V-Mail censoring stops and V-Mail announcements go out to say service is ending.

After a huge effort to run the V-Mail system around the globe, recognition V-Mails in “last roll” and “last letter
were processed and shown here. Final V-Mail and announcements of peace. The War Ends.

3 Nuremberg, German
Berlin, Germany APO 252-NY - y

V-Mail no longer censored
Nuremberg
Nuremberg, Germany APO 403-NY War Crimes Trials
Location selected for War Crimes Trials

v T —— L - —-'-——_.__..___'-
Leyte, Philippine Islands APO 72-SF - |
San Joaquin, Leyte (next page)

Tacloban, Philippine Islands APO 500-NY

Berlin, Germany
Late July, 1945

To_bfos Bowwie Gae Maigbr ) Lbktdlblai
P87 w rulberny S| 4,
Saw AuTewin) | *
“.‘.. T“"“ - . ;
oS STAME;
.‘-M"

M To: Lieutenant Commander Harold
Leventhal, Office of the Chief of Counsel

Nuremberg War Crimes Trials

£ >~ ' Sent to a member of the American staff of the
"‘: . ﬁuﬂ Q;.’L, International Military Tribunal (IMT) that
d fove Hlorn . Tald Aukls conducted the trials from November 20, 1945
A lo dama A2 to October 1, 1946.
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9. The End of War Effort Last V-Mails
A. V-Mail Service Ending

From: SF V-Mail Processing Lab.
Islands “This is the last Army V-Mail dispatched

Philip[ﬁ“e ‘ d
Last Roll Jfrom San Francisco to Tacloban.
From: 9th V-Mail Detachment APO 72-SF San F Fancisco

San Joaquin, Leyte, Philippine Islands

Graphic details the air route for the V-Mail.

[ ————— “Wot? No Censorship?”
'ried e somplate - _wu&wﬁ?w#mth—|

|~ = __pewled Ven bypaeitr, dok PN B o o, noted across censor box.
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From: APO 500-SF October 15, 1945
Tacloban, Leyte, Philippine Islands

V-Mail had become such a foundational and
iconic aspect of wartime that at its end the
war artists joined for a final send off.




9. The End of the War Effort

Left behind after the war this V-Mail was used as a letter sheet and processed in the Chinese

Internal Use in China - Kunming to Shanghai

mail system.

Sent by Mr. L.L. Huang, owner to two stamp shops. This V-Mail sent to the China Stamp Co. at No. 318
Chungcheng Road in Shanghai asking if scamp stocks are still available. Reduced letter form shows the V-

Mail form used in appropriate fashion.
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HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE
ADDRESS AT TOP?

EANNNNN
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REFLE W¥ WAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE
y
.- M AL s

wrvice provides a most rapid means of communication. If addressed to a

ere photographing service is not available the original lefter will be

d by the most expeditious means.

ISTRUCTIONS
Yn the other side within marginal lines.

bwe spaces provided. Addresses of membg

e Armed Po- |full name, complefe military or nay}
ess, including rial number, unit to which assigned| ¥
hed and ar pf care of the appropriate postmaster

seal, and deposit in“any post office letter drop or street letter box.

isures must not be placed in this envelope.

il Tetiprs may be sent free of postage by members of the Armed Forces.
1 éent by others postage must be prepaid at domestic rates (3c ordinary
6c if domestic air mail service is desired when mailed in the U. S.)
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9. The End of War Effort V-Mails & The Press
B. V-Mail Announce The War’s End

Many newspaper and even magazines published reduced sized editions, termed “Servicemen Editions” in
V-Mail format. These example for V-E Day and a Proclamation of Peace.
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9. The End of War Effort Last V-Mails
A. V-Mail Service Ending

From: SF V-Mail Processing Lab.
“This is the last letter photographed in

Saipan, : : =
Mariana Islands the San Francisco V-Mail laboratory.
From APO 244-SF Saipan San FFaHCiSCo

“I wonder what will

happen to all of us?... You

can have the last two letters i
from this station.” ¥ e o e S
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sonle production went into m

Tope that the above nests ﬁummu = sorry that

it ran into two pages. Now,-hOwEVer, yOu can have two last lette
etk i

1 am very sorry to mlhuﬁof?-__-_&llm:mw
somooiated with it for mearly throe years, but I suppome it is the
benst thing now that there is little more nend for its l‘hﬂo-ll'ruix/

fron this station,

adventanes,
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HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETR
t ADDRESS AT TOPY

From: SF V-Mail Processing Lab.
On a specially made vertical handstamp:

“The 174,806,973rd letter processed.”
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9. The End of War Effort
A. V-Mail Service Ending

Last V-Mails

From the Beginning to the End

V-Mail had become such a foundational and iconic aspect of wartime that at its end there was a specific

beginning and ending pageantry to its use.

To President Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Dear Mr. Fresident:

I am glad to have this chance to send you a
mesaage by the first V-Mall Servioe to the United States
from the British Isles. It is & fine thing to lmow
that during ths trying days .nr separation betwesn thoss
serving their country abroad and those working for
victory at nome, this Service will pive encouragement
and allay anxisty. It marks & thoughtful recopnition
of family affeotion and the tles of friendship whioh so
strongly unite the Amerioan people. I know that all
our soldiers here and their families and friends at
homes will ba grateful lfor this Service.

With warmest grestings and best wishes, always
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ce will of
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na.mmgement and allf
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“It marks a thoughtful recognition
of family affection and the ties of
friendship which so strongly unite
the American people.”
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Authorized Reproduction
First day V-Mail, June 4, 1942.
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