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In the blac;k eiU'ly morning hours ofOccxi Friday, 1989. what nan Lawn saw m 
the viewfinder of his home video camera was a pictu%e of his wom nightmare: w 
sup:nanker Exxon Valdez apouml on Bligh Red as millions of pllons of cru4o oil 
pow-ed from iu hull 011t into .Alasb.'s Prlnc.e W1Wam Sound. 

. Lawn, an Wpoctor fat .Alasb.•s JJepartment of~ntal Conservation, 
was recordins the tim imaps ot one ot the. worst oU ;pillt in U.S. history, It was a 
disaster he had predicted for years. 

"1'hls wa.s goin1 to happen:• said Lawn. "'Why didn't the oil industry do 
some~g .t..b¢1.3 h? W'hy cli®'t 1M Gtme And fod=!A~~a do .S041le:!Uui 4Luul W1 rr 
they had. done what they promised to 4o, (tlus] never would have happened. Why do we 
ler them go on with broken promises?" 

In 64Anatomy of an Oil Spill," aidttf(!'uc.sday. March 20, at 9 P.M. _{che~k l~al 

~ - listings). FP..ON!"....L.'-c"i w1iA l'udy Wooc:iruii investisates the long history of 
complacency, neslipnco, aDd 'brcm promises by governr.nenz agenci~$ and oU 
companies that led te the pat A.1&ska oil spill on Ma.teh 24, 198~. 

•4>J'his is far more than the stcry of or1e allesedly drunken captain SteerinJ hU 
tanker Qnto a reef:• says PR.ONTt .lNE ccmespondent !on Tuttle. "Purtina the Exxon 
Valdez ontO Blirh Reel.i:ook the bBd judp$1'1C of a lot of people over a ~of yW$." 

The FitON1"1...N:i investipaon cxart.Unes how eri~'ltal premises z:cade 
whc:::~ Congress approved the Aliski pfpeUnc in 1973 wem never kept and how me 
system of .safeguards, inuall=d years before the !xxon disaster, was allowed to slowly 
fall apart. 

After the Alaska pipeline opened in 19n, !he U.S. Coast Guard had the key role in . 

pre.,: eating tanker spill! hl Prineo W"tWw So41ad. n.: Coot Oumi set up a sophisticated 
system of traffic restrlctic~ tanker Ian.es, ancl! CO'UZ'Se plotting to mcm:ltor and conrrollho 
tU.k¢t traffic. 

Bur over the nexl NJelve years, a set~SCJ of confldcru:e md complaceney pew. 
The Coast Guard allowtd tanker Cllpmirlt ~ St:!iy outside the ttafflc lan~s. and by March 
1989. the: suit u the Vslde2: Coast Ou:trd Station had been reduced 
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4•Ji a.ny one of those links l1ad remaiacd ia tho chain. it would not hlve failed. and 
that ship would not have sone on Bligh Reef." says Charles ·Champion, fonnerpipeUne 
coordinator tar Ihe suue o! .AlukL 

The Atyeska Pipeline Serviee Company, a conson:iwn o£ the AWka oU 
companie$. wu responsible for cmeracncy response to aay oil spills that might occur in 
Prince Wil.l.Wn Sotmd. 

By 1981, Alyeska's emergency respoaso capability bepn to 11m'avel. In 1984. 
A!yes.k& t'ailecl the stare's ~ drlll, .lWi in ~986, iuspogtcr Dan Lawn says thoit score was 
44barely pusins." 

During the eighties, Lawn ~ aln:Jcst a lcmc voic:e ealUng for beUm- momroring 
of A!yeska's operation at Valdez.· ugc wu screamin&' •pay auen1:fon."• says BayHss. 
"Thiaes are JOWS 11:1 lt.;ll hma, poopie are quia:lng. They'rci DOt repla.CinJ people. 
Equipment's breakmg down." 

••Aiyeska'.s au.ituc!e in all reJP,llatol)' ~uers," aays BUl Ross, fonner head of 
Alasl<a's Oepanment of .Environme:1tal Consmation, 11Wa&··let's see if we can do as llwe 
as possible. •• 

In 1984, lnsp~ Lawn wtOte a memo tc his superiors: "We can no lon1cr 
ignore tht rcudne WOJu1urin~ ol Alyt:ska unless we do no& cue 5i a major QataStrophic 
event occurs . ., 

FJ!¥' • 

- Bu: ·by then, me awe which ~ived bllUons tvfll"J year from its share of pipeline 
revenues harl~mr baek fu:ndlnr to the :OC~t rl Rnvfronme.ntol Const!NtdOI! 11\C 
there was no fall-rime state =mployee.to monitor opcmions az Valdez. 

'1 think that evezybody aot ~ iflteresr~d in spendiJla mdr oU money rllat they -
stopped. rc:,iUlatinat" saya R.amiy-BayUss. "And wich that kDxi or compl&Cen(;)', tlUnes 
just went to hell" 

When tho Exxon Valcl= went qn:mnd. Alyeska failed ro meet the pzcm!ses 1t had 
made Ut. its oU spill contingency plans.~ equi;men~ was not ready 111d dfd not mach the 
spill for over foumen hours. 'Ibe sure iw:lexpecmd a rcaponse within .ftve hours. In tbe 
end, Alyeslca rcccvered only g,ooo bamWi, ono pcn:en' ot me spm. The Oentfal 
Ac:eourninf Office larer concluded. ;t Clo11o :properly, Alyub's emefJt=C)t ~sponse 
should ha.ve cleaned up onc-thhd of tho eleven mUJion pllonJ spilled. in Prmca WUliam 
So~nd. 

'
4t'his investiiation of oventa lOlt.ctin& to Matoh .24. 1989, otrm sobetlng lu$ons 

far l.lS all," says FRONTLINE exeoutlvc producer Dalid.Pannfng. ~of how CO#ll)lacency 
• 

by i.n.stitutions and individUal$ 48ft set the stage for an inevlmble disaster ... 
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.a Anaramy of an Oil Spm" Ia t1 co-l'J'QductioD afPRO~ and Oteaon Public 
Bl'O~!· It was produced by Michae.l Miemximf~ Jon ~ale. '!be 

comspondent was Ion Tuttle. 
FRONll.lNE is produced by a c:ousartium afpllblic television srations: 

KC'rS Seattl~ WOBH Boston. WNE.T New YOrk, 'WPBT 'Miami., WTVS Detroit. 
Pundins tor ~ONTLINi is prov.i(!ed by publlc retms!on stations ancl dle 

Cotpomion fot Publia .Btoadcastiq. 
FRONIUNE is c1osed-captiooed ~ t&o I~ impaiRd. 
The am:hcr fer FR.ON'I'IJNE Is Iud.y WoodMff. 
Thl' RVMUtfvl ~~ti' liJ ]).yMJ ~"' 
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EXPLANATION OF TAPE 3 -
THREE MORE EXCURSIONS INTO PR1NCE WILLIAM SOUND. 
AUGUST 12-13. OUT TOUR1NG BEACHES WITH DAVID HALL, DIRECTOR OF THE PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND CONSERVAITON ALLIANCE. 

OURFIRSTSTOPWASHERRINGBAY,KNIGHTISLAND.WETOBRABEACHTHATWASSOBEAUTIFULONTOPBUTAFfERDIGGINGINTG 
IT WE WERE DEPRESSEP TO DISCOVER LARGE AMOUNTS OF OIL IN ITS INTERIOR. THE SECOND BEACH WAS HIDEOUS ON TOP AND 
BELOW. WITH A HOT SUN BEATING DOWN ON IT THE BEACH SMELLED TERRIBLE OF CRUDE OIL WITH EXXON'S SURE-FIRE INIPOL 
MIXED' IN. 

LATE IN THE AFI'ERNOONWE MOVED ON TO SNUG HARBOR. DAVID AND I WALKED THE BEACH AND DISCOVER A WORKSITE THAT 
HAD BEEN BULJ?;:CDOZED EVEN THO VERLY L1Tl1LE OIL WAS THERE. AFTER WALKING THROUGH 'l'HE AREA PULLING UP LAST YEARS 
OILY POMPOMS OUT OF THE BEACH WE RETURNED TO THE BOAT FOR: THE NIGHT WITH THE PLAN OF RETURNING IN 'l'HE MORNING 
TO FIND OUT WHAT THE HELL HAD GONE ON THERE. THE NEXT MORNING (AUGUST 13) WE RE'l'URNED AND WERE IMMEDIATELY 
INFORMED THAT WE WERE ON A RESTRICTED WORKSITE. THEN A HELICOPTER LANDED WITH (FEDERAL ON SCENE COORDINATOR) 
REAR ADMIRAL CIANCAGLINI·ON BOARD. OUR DISCUSSION IS RECORDED HERE. THERE IS ALSO A DISCUSSION BETWEEN DAVID AND 
A DEC BEACH MONITOR. DAVID IS EQUIPED Wl"FH A REMOTE MICROPHONE SO MY ONLY CONCERN WAS TO GET THE AUDIO 
RECORDED SO THE VIDEO ISN'T THE BEST. • 

AN HOUR LATER WE WERE ON OUR WAY TO SMITH ISLAND. AFTER TOUR1NG A GROSSLY OII.ED BEACH WE RUN INTO THE "DON 
BOLLINGER" INIPOL SQUAD. DAVID GOES ASHORE WITH IDS REMOTE MICROPHONE AND HAS AN EXCHANGE WITH THE 
COASTGUARDSMANTHAT TRIED TO CHARGE US WITH TRESPASSING IN JUNE AT NORTHWEST BAY, ELEANOR ISLAND. I EVENTUALLY 
GOT ANGRY ENOUGH TO GO ASHORE MYSELF TO CONFRONT mM ABOUT HIS ARROGANT, MILITARISTIC B.S. 

SEPTEMBER 13 FINDS ME ON SMITH ISLAND ONCEAGA:IN. 2 DAYS BEFORE EXXON'S SELF IMPOSED DEADLINE TO END THE SECOND 
YEAR OF CLEANUP. AS WAS EXPE0l"ED; THE BEACHES REMAINED. DISGUSTING AFTER REPEATED DOSES OF INIPOL, CUSTOMBLEN 
AND STORMBERM RELOCATION. ALSO A QUICK TOUR OF A TROUBLE SPOT IN BAY O'F ISLES, KNIGHT ISLAND CALLED "DEATH COVE" 
ORKN 136. 

OUR MOST RECENT TRIP IN THE SOUND. JANUARY 23, 1991. OUT INTO THE SOUND WITH SUE LffiBENSON OF THE ALASKA CENTER 
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, MY FRIEND VERENA, AND KAREN JETTMAR OF THE WILDERNESS SOCffiTY. WE MAKE TO STOPS, ONE ON 
APPLEGATE AND ONE ON PERRY ISLAND. STILL PLENTY OF OIL OF COURSE AND ON PERRY ISLAND WE DISCOVERED-ABOUT 100 POM 
POMS AND OTHER DEBRIS ON THE BEACH AND BACK IN THE WOODS. WE BROUGHT THE GARBAGE BACK TO ANCHORAGE AND ASKED 
EXXON TO DISPOSE OF IT PROPERLY, THEY REFUSED SO WE "FOOK IT ALL TO EXXON'S OFFICES IN THE CALAIS BUlliDING AND LEFT 
IT THERE. 

I 
I 
i 
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VID-tf(/Jr)~?Y 
TAPE 2 CONTENTS-

STARTS WITH OUR SPILL ANNIVERSARY. PROTESTS IN FRONT OF THE ANCHORAGE OFFICES OF ALYESKA PIPELINE 'THE HOME OF 
BROKEN PROMISES' ON MARCH 24, 1990. 

NEXT- ON JUNE 21 A SMALL GROUP OF US HEADED OUT INTO THE SOUND TO PROTEST THE USE OF INIPOL. DUE TO CREW CHANGES 
ON THE DAY IT WAS PLANNED WE CANCELED OUT PROTEST, BUT WHAT DID OCCUR WAS JUST AS GOOD. WE WENT ASHORE ON A 
INIPOL SITE TO VIDEO IT AND EXXON AND OUR MIGHTY COAST GUARD TRlED TO "BRING ME UP" ON TRESSPASSING CHARGES. ON 
PUBLIC LAND EVEN! WHAT ARROGANCE! THE CHARGES WERE DROPPED OF COURSE. KEEP IN MIND THAT AS WE ARE TOURING THESE 
OILY BEACHES, EXXON'S P.R. DISPLAY WAS SET UP AT THE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER IN ANCHORAGE. BRAINWASHiNG TOURiSTS 
(AND PROBABLY SCHOOLCHILDREN) INTO THINKING THAT THE SPIL WAS BEHIND US. ALSO EXXON BROUGHT SOME BIG-WIG BRITISH 
SCIENTISTS TO THE SOUND WHO CLAIMED THAT THEY HARDLY FOUND ANY OIL. 

ON THE LAST PART OF THE TAPE. A RETURN TO MAR'S COVE, PORT DICK AND TONSINA BAY A YEAR AFTER THE VOLUNTEER 
CLEANUP. WITH ME WAS BENN LEVINE THE LEADER OF THE VOLUNTEERS. 

THRILL TO THE Sl"FE OFMOREEXXONPOMPOMS- AMAZE YOURSELF TO THE SIGHT OF EXXON "WILDLIFE DETTERRANTBALLOONS" 
BLOWING AWAY INTO T0NSINA BAY FORESTS (AND OTHER PLACES TOO). PLUS LOTS OF OIL TOO, FOR YOUR VffiWING PLEASURE! 
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EXPLANATION OF TAPE 1 -
STARTS OUT WITH OUR FIRST ENCOUNTERS WITH EXXON'S Oil.. WHEN IT FIRST REACHED THE CIDSWELL ISLANDS OFF OF THE 

KENAI FJORDS. HUNDREDS OF BOATS SAT IDLE IN THE SEWARD BOAT HARBOR AND WITH A CALM GLASSY OCEAN. NO ONE WAS 
DOING ANYTmNG ABOUT IT. WHEN I TRIED TO SIGN UP FOR WORK WITH EXXON'S PUPPET (VECO) I WAS TOLD I DIDN'T LIVE IN 
SEWARD. SO,- TOUGH LUCK. 

I CONTINUED TO FISH ROCKFICHTIT..L APRil.. 30 WHEN ALL FISmNG CEASED. ON MAY 5 WE TOURED A TERRIBLE Oll..ED SPOT ON 
ELRINGTON ISLAND CALLED FOX FARM ANCHORAGE. _ 

NEXT IS A SECTION ON THE HOMER VOLUNTEER CLEANUP IN MAR'S COVE, PORT DICK. BORN OUT OF HOMER RESIDENT Bll..L DAY'S 
FRUSTRATION AT WATCHING EXXON CREWS BAG UP THE BEACHES FOR REMOVAL TO AN OREGON TOXIC WASTE SITE. HE, IDS 
BROTHER BOB DAY AND OTHERS BUIT..T AN EXPERIMENTAL ROCKWASH MACmNE. ON JUNE 30 I TOOK Bll..L, IDS TWO DAUGHTERS, 
MY DOG CODY, THE· ROCKWASHER AND LOTS OF OTHER GEAR OUT TO PORT DICK FROM HOMER. A MONTH WAS SPENT FIELD 
TESTING AND THEN ORGANIZING AND GETTING FUNDING FOR A VOLUNTEER ARMY. THE TAPE Wll..L BE SELF EXPLANATORY. GAZE 
IN WONDER AT EXXON HOSING DOWN "GRIM" BEACH IN TOSINA BAY - I!ill!!b TO THE SIGHT OF EXXON HELICOPTERS HOVERING 
OVER OUR CAMP. WIDCH SEEMED TO BE MORE IMPORTANT TO THEM THAN CLEANING UP ANY Oil.., FOR BY THAT TIME THEY HAD 
LEFT PORT DICK. 

ON AUGUST 25 MY FELLOW ECO-TERRORIST VERENA AND I LEFT PORT DICK. ON SEPTEMBER 9 WE JOINED THE CORDOVA 
FISHERMAN'S UNITED IN A BOAT PROTEST IN VALDEZ. AN EDUCATIONAL EVENT. 

THE LAST PART OF THE TAPE IS WHERE VERENA, BOB [AWE] AND I TOURED INGOT AND KNIGHT ISLAND BEGINNING ON SEPTEMBER 
22 AFTER EXXON SEPTEMBER 15 (fHOSE VIOLENT WINTER STORMS!) CLAPPING THEMSELVES ON THE BACK AND DECLARING 
"ENVIRONMENTALLY STABLE"??? 

WE FOUND WHAT BECAME KNOWN AS THE SE€0ND GREAT SPILL. EXXONS GARBAGE WAS SPREAD ACROSS THE SOUND. POMPOMS, 
' j PLASTIC VECO BODY BAGS, DEAD ANIMALS, ETC ..... NOT TO MENTION LOTS OF OIL. 

i 
ENJOY!! 

TED RAYNOR 

P.S. GUESS WHO EVENTUALLY HAD TO SCOUR THE SOUND AND PICK UP EXXON'S GARBAGE MORE THAN A YEAR LATER? YOU 

GUESSED IT. THE STATE AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES DID. 
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3tatj of Alaska - Pipeline Tour 
weones~ay~ August Jo, 1989 

oe~ar~msn~:o! Natural Ra~ouroe~ 

Itinerary* 

ERA '"'-"~A\1.~ ~R_ 
Leave Anchoraqe (infliqht cola breakfast) 

Leave ro.irba.nk..s Cinfliqht cold breakfast) 
I . 

~rrive Galbraith j 

TOU~ PS#4 and Br1ef1nq 

011 Spill Public lnlmullon Cenlu 
645 (3 t11118t 

ft,ne;l!flfll~~. fl,K 1Ufi01 

6~30 a.m. 

7:45 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

5h30 a.m. 

Leave PS:lt4 11~4$ a.m. 

Lunen (on bus) 

:tnspoc:t At19Un Floo~plain(Corrosion Di9) 12:3o p.m. 

l:nspe~!:· Ai:igu.n: Po.e.a 'Nort:f:: ~.ide (..Pipe·· Retape) .. 1 :.~o .. p-.m. 

I ! 
Leave· Atigun South ,; .· 2:30 p.m. 

Inspect HP 200 Reroite., 4:30 p.m. 
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J- ; 
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Arrive Anehoraqe 
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Except tor deparjure from 
ootimat•• of the r•rl~··· 

8:00 p •. m. 

S:tS p,l!l, 

~hlS p.m. 

Anchorage~ all times are 
an event might occur. 
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'- ------ -- -- -- -- -- _/ 
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RECEIVED 
FEB 1 .9 1992 

OH Spill Pu•tic laltrlllltl Cttttr 
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ARLIS Call Number: V I\:) - 00 '::1. '{ 0 
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ARLIS Call Number: ' 
VID-00241 I 
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'..._---~---------- ____ / 
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