
CONSERVATION COMMISSIONS REPORT 2021 

 
includes: 

 
 Lists of Conservation Commission Contacts in NH & VT 
 Reports of Conservation Commissions 2020 Activities  
 UVLT Conserved Properties Map  
 UVLT Staff Directory 
 Conservation Easements – Frequently Asked Questions 
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19 Buck Road, Hanover, NH 03755 

603-643-6626 / www.UVLT.org  



 
 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION CONTACTS - NH 
 
New Hampshire Association of Conservation Commissions 
Barbara Richter, 54 Portsmouth St, Concord, NH 03301 / 603-224-7867 / barbara@nhacc.org 
 
Bath  
Bruce Barnum, barnumtumosa@myfairpoint.net 

 
Canaan  
Bill Chabot / bill.chabot@gmail.com   
 
Charlestown 
Richard Holmes / rlholmes46@comcast.net  
 
Claremont  
Gary Dickerman / gdman141@gmail.com  
 
Cornish 
Corey Fitch / conservationcommission@cornishnh.net  
 
Dorchester  
Maria Weick / bomabesa@gmail.com  
 
Enfield  
Alan Strickland / alanstrickland@me.com   
 
Grafton  
Frank Neufell, Prescott Hill Road, Grafton, NH 03240  
 
Grantham 
Dave Wood / cadawood@comcast.net    
 
Hanover 
Vicki Smith / vicki.smith@hanovernh.org   
 
Haverhill 
Marie Bjelobrk / marie@nsmpt.com  
 
Lebanon  
Mark Goodwin / mark.goodwin@lebanonnh.gov  
 
Lyme  
Blake Allison / conservation@lymenh.gov  
Newport 
Stanley Hannum / ASK@NewportNH.net  
Orange 
Dorothy Heinrichs / nhdorothy@gmail.com   
Orford 
Edmund Cooley / conservation@orfordnh.us 
Piermont  
Helga Mueller / rabenest@myfairpoint.net 
Plainfield  
David Grobe / pcc@plainfieldnh.org  
Unity 
Stan Rastallis / stanrastallis@gmail.com   



 
 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION CONTACTS – VT 
 
Association of Vermont Conservation Commissions 
c/o VLCT, 89 Main Street, Montpelier, VT 05602 / 802-828-5067 / vtconservation@gmail.com  
  
Bradford  
Nancy Jones / npj.4251@gmail.com 
 
Corinth  
Glynn Pellagrino / glynnpellagrino@tops-tele.com   
 
Hartford 
Matt Osborn / mosborn@hartford-vt.org  
 
Hartland 
Rob Anderegg / ccommission@hartlandvt.org  
 
Newbury 
Michael Thomas / conservationnewbury@gmail.com  
 
Norwich  
Craig Layne / NorwichConservationCommission@gmail.com 
 
Randolph 
Mike Van Dyke / RCC@randolphvt.org 
 
Royalton 
Brad Salzmann / rselectman@bluemoo.net 
 
Sharon 
Fritz Weiss / rossvall.weiss@gmail.com 

 
Strafford 
Steve Willbanks, conservation@straffordvt.org   
 
Thetford 
Steve Lehman / slehman616@gmail.com  
 
Tunbridge 
Betsy Gaiser / betsygaiser@gmail.com   
 
Vershire  
Kathy Hooke / kathy.hooke@mountainschool.org  
 
Weathersfield 
Heather Shand / hshand@gmail.com  

 
West Fairlee  
Peggy Willey / peggywilley@mytopsmail.com  
 
West Windsor  
Ted Siegler / ted@dsmenvironmental.com  
 
Windsor 
Tom Marsh / tmarsh@windsorvt.org  
Woodstock  
Neil Leitner / nleitner@townofwoodstock.org   
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LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION  
2020 ANNUAL REPORT  

 
Like other Lyme committees and commissions, the Conservation Commission found itself in 
2020 trying to navigate the uncharted waters of conducting the people’s business and 
maintaining the Town’s recreational properties during the time of the Covid19 pandemic. 
Beginning April 2020, the Commission no longer was able to conduct face-to face meetings. In 
May, it began meeting remotely via UberConference call. In December it switched to the Zoom 
format in December. Despite limitations imposed by Covid-19 related mandates, the 
Commission was able to realize some significant achievements. 
 
Trails and Land Management 
The 2020 summer season saw the completion of two major trail projects. The first was the 
building of two structures that enabled the dry crossing of two perpetually wet areas on trails in 
the Town Forest. The second was the construction of a new trailhead at the Big Rock Preserve’s 
Route 10 entrance. The work was done by the Upper Valley Trails Alliance’s High School Trails 
Corps, with financial support from the Lyme Foundation and the Conservation Fund.  
 
Also, in 2020, the Commission-sponsored, Lyme Biodiversity Working Group (LBWG) 
continued its program of Japanese knotweed eradication in the Big Rock Preserve. The project 
uses systematic, repetitive cutting management, rather than herbicide application, Due to 
strictures imposed by Covid-19, the participation of volunteers was not possible. To compensate 
for the labor shortfall, LBWG retained three interns. Funding for the program was provided by a 
generous grant from the Lyme Foundation and matching funds from the Conservation Fund. The 
program was managed by Commission member Meg Sheehan and Lyme resident Rob Wipfler, 
 
Outreach and Education 
Most programs were cancelled, but thanks to considerable support from CommunityCares of 
Lyme, the always popular “Green up Day” took place in early May with almost 90 individuals 
and family members participating. 
 
Commission 2020 Membership 
Blake Allison (Chair and Secretary pro tem). Other voting members were Tom Colgan, Meg 
Sheehan and Matt Stevens. Alternates included Rebecca Hanissian, Russell Hirschler, David 
Lysy and James Munroe. Ben Kilham served as the Select Board’s representative.  
 
More information about the Commission, its properties and activities can be found at:  
http://www.lymenh.gov/conservation-commission 
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The Upper Valley Land Trust permanently 
protects specific parcels of land using 
voluntary, legally binding agreements known 
as conservation easements. A conservation 
easement is a deed that specifies the types and 
locations of activities permitted on a 
particular parcel of land. A conservation 
easement "runs with the land" so all future 
owners of the parcel are bound to the terms of 
the conservation easement. 

UVLT works directly with landowners to 
draft restrictions appropriate to the unique 
characteristics of each property and the 
landowner's goals. For instance, a landowner 
may choose to conserve some, but not all, of 
their land; or a landowner may wish to 
specify timber or habitat management 
standards to continue their investment in 
good stewardship. 

Land subject to a conservation easement 
remains in private ownership and can be sold, 
given, or inherited at any time. A 
conservation easement assures landowners 
that the natural resource values of their land 
will be protected forever, no matter who the 
future owners are. 

Conservation easements are usually donated 
to UVLT, and easement donors may realize 
income tax, estate tax, and gift tax benefits. 
When funds are available, UVLT may 
purchase conservation easements. This is 
sometimes called "selling development 
rights." 

Who Can Grant an Easement? 
Any owner of property with conservation 
values may grant a conservation easement if 
UVLT accepts. If the property belongs to more 
than one person, all owners must consent. If 

the property is mortgaged, the owner must 
obtain an agreement from the lender to 
partially subordinate its interest so that the 
easement cannot be extinguished in the event 
of foreclosure. 

How Restrictive is a Conservation 
Easement? 
Each conservation easement is designed to 
limit or prohibit development and other 
activities in order to protect the significant 
natural values of that particular property. 

Agricultural and forestry activities are usually 
permitted and encouraged on conserved 
lands, and structures such as culverts, 
bridges, barns, sheds, fences, and dams 
necessary for farming and forestry are 
allowed. Habitat management and 
improvement, such as creating ponds and 
wetlands or establishing plant species to 
benefit wildlife, is also usually permitted. 

Depending on the characteristics of the 
property and the landowner's wishes, future 
residential or commercial construction may be 
prohibited entirely — or limited to a site 
where it will have the least impact on the 
natural values of the property. Additional 
restrictions usually include prohibition of 
mining, excavation, advertising billboards, 
and dumps. 

How Much Land Must Be 
Included in a Conservation Easement? 
The appropriate amount of acreage depends 
on the purposes of the easement and the 
natural values of the land, the landowner's 
objectives, and UVLT land protection goals 
and priorities. The restrictions must convey 
meaningful conservation benefits consistent 
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with UVLT's mission as a charitable 
organization.  

How are Conservation Easements  
Enforced? 
When UVLT accepts a conservation easement, 
it takes on a duty of stewardship — the right 
and responsibility to defend the terms of the 
easement against any future violation. UVLT 
representatives visit conserved properties 
periodically to verify compliance, using 
written records and photographs to document 
the condition of the property. 

Does a Conservation Easement  
Require Public Access to the Property? 
A conservation easement does not allow 
access to the public unless the landowner 
specifically provides for it in the document. 
Public access is more often granted when the 
property has a history of public use and is 
perceived to be a recreational resource. Some 
landowners provide public access rights to a 
limited area, such as hiking along a defined 
corridor. Landowners may limit access to 
specific purposes (education or hunting, for 
instance) or permit only certain types of 
activities such as hiking or skiing. Vermont 
and New Hampshire state laws protect 
landowners who offer public access from 
liability. 
Conservation easements do permit regular 
access by UVLT for the purpose of monitoring 
the use and activities on the property to 
ensure that the terms and conditions of the 
conservation easement are upheld. 

Are There Financial Incentives to 
Donating a Conservation Easement? 
Income Taxes:  The donation of a conservation 
easement constitutes a charitable gift which 
may be deductible for federal income tax 
purposes if the property meets conservation 
standards established by the federal 
government. The value of the gift, determined 
by an appraisal, is equal to the difference 
between the fair market value of the property 
before and after the easement is donated. 

Estate Taxes:  A conservation easement can be 
a useful estate planning tool, enabling heirs to 
keep land they would otherwise have to sell. 
State and federal inheritance taxes on real 
estate are often so high that the heirs are 
forced to sell some or all of the land just to 
pay the taxes. Because an easement reduces 
the value of the property, the inheritance 
taxes are also reduced. 

Gift Taxes:  When a landowner gives land to a 
family member, the gift is subject to gift taxes 
if its value exceeds the maximum tax-free 
amount. Lowering the value of the land 
through a conservation easement may allow 
the landowner to give more land free of tax, 
or may help reduce the amount of tax owed. 

Property Taxes:  Most property subject to a 
conservation easement is eligible for 
preferential tax treatment under current use 
taxation. Landowners whose property is 
already enrolled in a current use program will 
generally not see a further reduction in their 
property taxes. 

 

 

 



 
 

STAFF DIRECTORY 
 

PHONE: 603.643.6626 
FAX: 603.643.6636 

www.UVLT.org 
 

                                                         
 

Jason Berard 
Stewardship Director 
Ext. 104 
Jason.Berard@uvlt.org  
 
Andy Boyce 
Conservation Mapping & Field Specialist 
Ext. 111 
Andy.Boyce@uvlt.org  
 
Megan Chapman 
Conservation Project Manager 
Ext. 114 
Megan.Chapman@uvlt.org  
 
Katelyn Currie-Huggard 
Land Steward 
Ext. 110 
Katelyn.Currie-Huggard@uvlt.org 
 
Lorie Hood 
Office Manager 
Ext. 101 
Lorie.Hood@uvlt.org 
 
Robin Kilfeather-Mackey 
Vice President, Operations 
Ext. 105 
Robin.Kilfeather-Mackey@uvlt.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Alison Marchione 
Programs Director 
Ext. 109 
Alison.Marchione@uvlt.org  
 
Jeanie McIntyre 
President 
Ext. 106 
Jeanie.McIntyre@uvlt.org 
 
Peg Merrens 
Vice President, Conservation 
Ext. 112 
Peg.Merrens@uvlt.org 
 
Craig Privett 
Conservation Project Assistant 
Ext. 108 
Craig.Privett@uvlt.org 
 
Micah Tilles 
Land Steward 
Ext. 122 
Micah.Tilles@uvlt.org   
 
 


