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PREFACE

Undoubtedly, the history of life on the Great Pleins furnishes
some of the most interesting reading in American History. The colorful
lives of the plains Indisns, the ruggedness of the scouts and soldiers,
and the dogged determination of the frontiersmen combine to present an
unending source of adventure, bravery snd endurance.

In this thesis, it has been the purpose of the writer to endeavor
to portray the conditions under which Fort Supply was established, the
necessity for its continued existence snd at the same time o present
a few illustrations of life &t & frontier post in the seventies and
eighties.

In the first chapter, an effort has been made to demonstrate the
necessity for the establishment of the post and in chapter two, a
brief summary of the famed Washita campaign has been presented. In
chapters three and four, it has been the purpose of the writer to pre-
sent evidence which would necessitate the continuation and improvement
of the post.

The final chapter has been devoted to the presentation of a brief
picture of living conditions at the post and the great amcunt of energy
and erpense fnvolved in maintaining such a military post on one of our
last frontiers.

The writer desires to express his sincere thanks te Dr. T. H.
Reynolds, Head of the History Department; to the library staff, and
especially to Miss Grace Campbell of the Document Department; and to his
wife, Alyce Cottom Hughes, for their kindly suggestions and encouragement
in the production of this thesis.

September, 1940 W.H.H.
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CHAPTER I
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CAMP SUPPLY

Camp Supply, later to become Fort Supply, came into being &s a
result of an emergency cempeign sgainst various tribes of the plsains
Indians in the fall of 1868. The site of the old fort is now occupied
by the Western State Hospital of the State of Oklahoma and a number of
the old buildings are in use at the present time. Geographically
loceted at a point near the confluence of Beaver asnd Wolf creeks in
Latitude 56050' and Longitude QBOSO'f it was approximately fifteen
miles northwest of the present city of Woodward, Oklazhoma.

With the close of the Civil War, thousands of young men, especially
of the Union Army, were mustered out of service only to {ind a scarcity
of opportunities for securing a livelihood. Furthermore, they were
now possessed of a feeling of unrest. The lure of buffalo-hunting
and its remunerative possibilities brought thousends of them to the
reglon of the Great Plains where began a wanton slaughter of these
animals. Literally, millions were killed, the hides removed and the
carcagses abandoned to the vultures.

Fhat was the effect of this upon the Indian of the plainse? The
buffalo was his source of food, his source of shelter, his source of
fuel and his source of clothing. In a word, this peculiar looking
animal was the very foundation of his existence in that treeless
region. It is not unusuel then, that he should fight to retain that

which he found so absolutely necespary to his existence.

1
Report of the Quartermester-Genersl to the Secretary of War,

House Executive Document, 1394, I, p. 3%7.



More than this, the Indien regarded lsnd as "free goods.®™ Lend was
something common to all humanity as alr and sunlight, and the aggressive
manner of these settlers from beyond the big river was & cause for
retalistion. So begsn 2 series of depredations, mirders and robuveries
along our western frontier that to us seem terrifying yet did not long
stay the powerful advance ol that sturdy group of pioneers on the west-
ern fringe of our advancing civilization.

The extension of railway development in western Kansas end the
resultant inllux of settlers 2long ths Arkesnssas end other rivers to
the north added further impetus to the difficuliles snd soon tne
FPedersl government leunched a new program destined to place these
nomadic tribes of the plains upon permenent reservations., When that

colorful gsthering of soldiers, sovernment representetives, end

'Y

Indisng wet at iledicine Lodge in 1887, little did they realize the
length of time recuired to couvert these wild people to a sedentary

life. The lodge Tires of that meeting had barely cocled hefore mauny

ssatisfaction with the new
arrangenent and & new series ofboutbreaks brougsht death and destruction
to the frontier settlements.

General Sheridsn reported, in a tabulated ststement to the
Secretary of War, & series of more thsn sixty depredations, murders

and vobberiss thet occurred during the year of 18068 in the Depart

of the Missouri. In one ol these, which occurred at Spanish Fort,
Texas, on September 1, 1863, our people were murdered, sight were

gealped and three women were outrsagsd., He revorted thats

House fxecutive Document, 1862, I, p. 52,
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One of theze women wag outraged by thirteen Indisns, who
&fte*warﬂ“ killed and scazlped her--leaving a hatchet 1n
they then killed her four little children,®

On September 8, 1868, General Sheridan reporied the murder of
seventeen white people st Cimarron crossing & f{ew nlles west of Dodge

City, Kansas. Yifteen of these people were burned to death by the
4

Perhaps the most notable engugement of that summer occurred a

{ew daye later early in the worning of the 17th day of September on
the Arickarce, @ braach of the Hepublican River. The sites of this
3>

bloody fight was a few miles west of the present Colorasdo-Kansas line.
Colonsl Geo. A. Forsythe was in command of a company of fifty scouts,
who were endessvoring to overtske & band of the mersuders. At the

beginning of the Indian attick, the scouts, who had camped on the

o]

orth bank of the river durinpg the night, hurriedly made their way
to & sendy islend in the river, tyling their horses to some trees grow-
ing on the island, Apparently the scouts had underestimatsd the

or hundreds of Cheyennes, Arapahoes

i

number of Indisns in the vicinity

o

Y
=]
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ioux bore down upon them wounding many of the men and killing

2

11 the horses within the {irst hour. Meny brave Indian chiefs

@

were killed in this {irst eancounter. The attsck beceme disorgaaized

when about ten ol'clock in the morning the famed chief Romsa Nog

wn
@

appearsd, reorganized and venewed the attack. He was mortslly wounded
but the warriors held him upon his horse and he retrested from the

field, At two o'clock in the eaftermoon, & new band cppeered under Dull

Pl
o
9
.

Ibid., p.

[
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Enife end the attack was renewed. He was killed and fell from his
horse, yet the braves advanced on foot under heavy fire and bore him
from the scene of the battle.

At midnight, two scouts volunteered to attempt to reach Fort
Wallace. They encountered almost insurmountable difficulties. The
country seemed to be alive with Indians and they were forced to go in
hiding daring the day but successfully reached Fort Wallace, eighty-
five miles distance on the 20th day of September.

In the meantime, snother bend of Indians, who were ignorant
of the battle came down the Arickaree from the west and these were
fired upon and repelled. After days of eating horseflesh, drinking
brackish water from a dug pit and suffering {rom wounds, the men were
rescued by a troop of cevalry sent to thelir reliaf.5 It is estimated
that perheps 700 Indiens took pert in this fight.6

This demonstrates the f{act that the pursuit and punishment of
the Indians after these raids wes a difficult problem, especially
with the limited number of men available. In 1868, General Sheridan
reported that he had 1400 foot troops and 1200 mounted troops east of
New Mexico with which to attempt to control 6000 hostile Indians. s
Furthermore, it was estimated that there were on the plains
%,000,000 head of buffalo which supplied the Indian his necessary

subsistence.

5

Finfield Freemsn, "The Battle of the Arickaree,” Kansas State
Histordesl Soclety, VI, p. ¥46.

6

P. H, Sheriden, Personzl Memoirs, II, p. 204. (Hereinafter
cited as Sheridan's 8) »

7

Ivid., p. 297.

———
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It was with thig thought in mind that General SBheridan transferred
8
his hesdouarters to Fort Hays where he immediately inaugurated plans
for a winter campaign against the Indisns at-a time when it would be
very dlfficult for them to travel and %“their ponies would be thin, and
9

weak from lack of food".

It wes the custom of the Cheyennes, Arspahoes, Kiowas and
Comanches to esgtablish winter camps along the rivers in the South Great

]

P lains region and especislly along those affluent to the Red River.
General Sheridan was cognizant of the fact thet the distance was too
great to use any of the estzblished forts of Xansas as a supply base
and with this thought in mind, he planned the establishment of a supply
base at a sultable place within the boundaries of the Iudian country.

During the serles of depredations which had occurred in recent
months, General Sully had pursued a band of Comeanches and Kiowas into

10

this region but had been foreed to retreat after thres severe flights.
He had crossed the tongue of land above the confluence of Beaver and
Wolfl creeks snd had recognized its possibilitics as & campsite. General
Sully was, therefore, ordered to select and establish s temporary camp
at a suitable point which would serve as a supply base for the troops
in the field,

It is guite apparent that the establishment of Camp Supply was
definitely a temporsry proceedure. There was no intention, at the
time, of making this a permanent camp, yet it is interesting to note

that all the forts of Cklehoma that have been abandoned, Fori Supply

was the lsst to be turned over to the Depariment of the Interior.

8

Ibid., p. Q95.

g _

Sheridan, op. cit., p. R97.
10

v

cheriden's Memoirs, p. k94.

)
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It should be further noted that the fort was occupied continuously
3 3
from its inception in the fall of 1868, until a short time Dbefore its
b4
relinquishment by the War Department on November 5, 1894,

11
House Executive Document, I, p. 94, 189%. (hccording to the
report of the Adjutant-Genersl dated Ceptember 27, 1893, there were 244
men stationed st the post that year.)
12
Land 0ffice Reports, 189%, p. 11l




CHAPTER II
THE WASHITA CAMPAIGN

Many pages have been written relative to the Washita campaign
which was conducted during the winter of 1868-£9. General Sheridan,
in his "Personal Memoirs®™, has given us a clear and concise account,
yet a historical study of old Fort Supply would be incomplete without
a chapter dedicated to this important movement.

As has been previously stated, Camp Supply was established as a
base of supplies to support General Sheridan's forces in the [ield.
General Sully and General Custer, with eleven troops of the United States
Cavalry, hed reached the site several days prior to the arrivel of

_General Sheridan on the 21st day of Hovamber.l

The Nineteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, commanded by Colonel
Crawford, had not arrived as had been expected but General Sheridan
had recognized a fresh Indian tresil a short time before reaching
Camp Supply and wes of the opinion that it probably would lead them
to the Indian villages. He, therefore, ordered Custer to pursue them
with all haﬂta.2

A snow-storm had occurred the dey of Sheridan's arrivael which
made Custer's pursuit quite difficult when he moved out on the R%rd
yet they were able to locate the trall &t points of high land where
the wind had swept the snow away. With the aid of friendly Ossge
guides, Custer moved fest end on the 26th struck a fresh trail in the
show leading rsou‘t.l::.!5 The column pushed on durdng the night of the

28th and shortly before daybresk of the Z7th, came in sight of the

1

Sheridan's Memoirs, p. %12.
2

Loc. cit.

P ;

Sheridan's Memoirs, p. 713.



Indian village on the Washita river.
It was decided to attack from all four sides at the same moment.
Sheridan describes the action in these wordss
As the first light grew visible in the east, each column
moved closer into the village , and then, all dispositions
having been made according to the prearranged plan, from
their eppointed places the entire force--to the appointed
notes of "Garry Owen,"™ played by the regimental band as the

signal for the attack--deshed at a gallop into the village.

The sleeping and unsuspecting savages were completely
surprised by the onset; yet . . . they seized their

weapons . . . and kept on fighting with every exhibition

of desperation. In such a combat mounted men were use-

less, so Custer directed his troops to fight on foot,

and by 9 o'clock the entire camp was in his possession

and the victory complete. Black Kettle and over one

hundred of his warriors were killed, and about {ifty

women snd children captured.4

Custer planned to keep the herd of ponies but after being
surrounded most of the day by hostiles, he decided to kill all the
ponies and return to Camp Supply under cover of darkness. The
command errived back at Camp Supply on the 30th, heving lost
nineteen men.

A very unfortunate occurrence of the affair was the disappearance
of Major Elliott and fifteen men who became separated from the main
command &nd were all killed about two miles south of the villagel

General Sheridan immediately prepared to follow up this
successful stroke against the Indisns by following them deeper into
this southwest territory. The Kansas volunteers had not yet arrived.
Search parties located them in e bad plight in the rough breaks of
the Cimarron probeably near the present town of Fresdom, Oklahoma.

The snow-storm had prevented their further advance and over 700 of

their horses had perished. The men had existed on buffelo mest

4
Ibid., p. Z15.
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and eventuslly were brought to Camp Supply without loss of life.
Due to this delay the start of the expedition wes retarded until

the 7th of December. General Sheridan described the force in the

following words:

The column was mede up of ten companies of the Kansas regiment,
dismounted, eleven compenies of the Seventh Cavalry, Pepoon's
scouts, and the Osage scouts. In addition to Pepoon's men
and the Osages, there was also "California Joe," snd one or
two other frontiersmen besides, to act as guides and interpreters,
Of g1l these the principal one, the one who best knew the country,
was Ben Clark, a young man who hed lived with the Cheyennes
during much of his boyhood, &nd who not only had & pretty
good knowledge of the country, but elso spoke fluently the
Cheyenne and Arapahoe dialects.®

A headboard, which carries the date 1876, rests in the cemetery
at the Western State Hospital and bears the name of Tachomeah, an
Indian woman who was the wife of Ben Clark, the guide.

The new expedition followed General Custer's route to the site of
the battleground on the Washita, located and buried the frogen and
stripped bodies of Elliott's men. It 18 interesting to note that
Louis McLane Hamilton, a grandson of Alexander Hamilton was killed in
the Battle of the laahita.? Traveling dowm the Washita, the expeditiomn
came up to the Kiowa camp. Satanta and Lone Wolf promised to move to
Fort Cobb. The Kiowas &nd Comanches came in &nd the Arapshoes under

8
Yellow Bear. Only the Cheyennes now remsined at large.

5
BE&-. p. 522,

Ibid., p. 524.
7

Clarence Wharton, Sgtepts, the Great Chief of the Kiowas and
his People, p. 171.
8

H. L. Woore, "The Nineteenth Kansas Cevalry,® Kanses State
Historical Socjety, VI, p. 4Z.
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General Sheridan placed General Custer in command of the pursuit
and returned to Camp Supply with the Intention of joining General
Custer later by s more direct route with an additional train of supplies.
Upon his arrival at Cemp Supply on the Znd day of March, General
Sheridan found orders awaiting him to return to Washington, however,
the supply train was dispstched according to the prearranged agreement.

On the 2nd of March, the Nineteenth Kensas Volunteers sud the Seventh
United States Cavalry under General Custer began thelr westwsrd wmarch
across the North Fork of the Red River to the Salt Fork ‘of the seme
streem. Here the command wes divided, the majority being ordered to
follow the Texas boundary northward to the Washita and there to go
into camp.

The balance ascended the Salt Fork to its headwaters thence along
the Llano Estacado. The rations were greatly reduced, mules died and
the wagons were burned. On the 20th, they came upon & village of £50
Cheyennes lodges on the Sweetwater. Following a parley, General Custer
demanded the return of two captive white women end took six chiefs
captive. He threatened to hang the chiefs if the women were not re-
turned within twenty-four hours. The following afternoon, Mrs. Morgan
and Miss White of Minneapolis, Kansas were delivered to.General Custer.
The chiefs were held captive until later when the Cheyennes ceame in to
the reservation. Cenersl Custer's command, now moved toward the

10
rendevous on the Washita and from there returned to Camp Supply.

k3

Sheridan's Momoirs, p. $44.
10

Moore, op, cit., p. 45.
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Here they enjoyed a short rest and quickly moved on to Fort Dodge.

~ They Cheyennes had promised to come into Camp Supply but it was
leter learned that they divided. About 250 went north and joined a
band of Sioux on the Republican. The remasinder of the tribe under the
heed chief, Little Robe, remeined in the Indian territory. These sent
delegates to Camp Supply to talk of submission but finslly Little Robe
declared his intention of remaining at large.

The band that went north met an i1l fate during the summer at the
hands of CGeneral Carr in an engagement on the Republican. Ag soon as
their brothers of the Indian territory leerned of this, they submitted
to the government. Their protection was assured by the United States
Indian Commission, then at Camp Supply. lilth- the exception of a small
group thé.t made thelr way north from Kansas end joined the Sioux, it
was thought that the entire Cheyenne tribe were located near Camp
Supply during the autumn snd winter of _1869.11

The Nineteenth Kanses Voluntesrs returned to Fort Hays where they
were mustered out. Lieutenant-Colonel H. L. Moore reported that "the
expedition resulted in forcing the Kiowas, Comenches, Cheyennes and
Arapahoes onto their rea-ervations.'u

Carl Coke Rister reported the results of the campaign in the follow-
wordss:

By the midsummer of 1869, Little Robe's and Medicine Arrow's

Cheyennes and Little Raven's and Yellow Bear's Arapshoes, had

accepted their reservation, and soon thereafter thelr captured

women and children were restored, as well as the hostage chiefs
whom Custer had seized on the Sweetwater.l®

11
Report of t.he laJor-Gmeral Sohof:leld, Department of Missouri,
Octobel’ 25’ 1869’ A J He11 L I’ p. 67-
12
Moore, op. cit. p. 43.
13
Carl Coke Rister, Border Captives, p. 16l




CHAPTER III
A PERMANENT POST
Camp Supply was originally established for the purpose of supply-
ing the troops in the field during the Washita campaign. It is not
unusual then to find records ol recommendstion to ebandon the post,
General Pope, commander of the Department of the Missouri reported in
1870 in the following words:
Camp Supply was first established as a depot of supply
for General Sheridan's campsign agsinst the Indiens in 1868.
It has been retained as a position half way on the road to
S411. It is in en entirely unsettled region, not even in
the vicinity of the Indians, and seems to me to serve no
purpose whatever. It simply invites travel into & part of
the country where it would never go except for the existence
of the post eand for its service, and this travel is a
constant temptation to the Indians.to attack trains or small
parties. If there were no post there would be no travel,
and consequently no Indian hostilities. I recommend its
abandonment in the early spring.
General Pope also recommended that all the smeller forts in the
_Department of Missouri be abandoned and the troops concentrated in
larger posts. He reasoned that it would then be possible to operate
summer [ield cemps to patrol the plains region during the seazson when
the Indisns were on the move.
General Sheridan, on the other hand, hesitated to accede to the
recommendations of Genersl Pope concerning the abandonment of certain

posts and voiced his opinion in these words:

1
Report of General Jno. Pope, Department of Missouri, October 1,
1870, House Executive Document, I, p. 14.



I do not fully agree with General Pope in the proposed
concentration of troops. I consider that the necessity
for active operations ageinst Indians in his command--
except, perhaps, a smeall number of Apaches--to be &t an
end. His duties will therefore be simply to give pro-
tection to the general line of the frontier and the
commercisl lines of travel, and to form here and there &
nucleus for the youthful settlements coénstantly springing up.

As soon as active operations against Indians cease, our
duties chanﬁe from administering punishment to giving
protection.

Thus, the temporary camp became a permanert post and eventually
attained the status of & fort.

The maintenance of an army post on the plains frontier was a
difficult and expensive endeavor. In previous years, the frontier
was & single line which moved westward at ell points. In 1862, it was
necessary to scatter the army over a wide expanse of territory.
Furthermore, it was necessary to trangport the supplies great distances
in wagens which increased the cost of maintenance two or three t:lmes.5

Camp Supply received the major portion of its supplies by rail to
Dodge Mity, Kansas, and then bw"aéon train to the post, a distance
of eighty-six nilea.4 The freight was hauled by private contractors.
A contract with Edward Fenlon, dated June 23, 1876, stipulates a price

5
of eighty-six cents per hundred weight.

2
Report of Lieutenant-General P. H. Sheridan, Division of Missouri,

November 4, 1871, House Executive Document, I, p. 24.
%

Report of General Sherman to the Secretsry of War, 1869, House
Executive Document, I, p. Z0.
4

Report of the Quartermaster-Gemeral, 1877, House Executive
Document, I, p. 204.
&

Loc. cit.
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1

The post, as originslly constructed, was of the stockade type with
logs which stood on end and enclosed log bulldings within the stockade,

but &3 the yesrs passed, lumber was hauled end frame buildings con-

n

structed. One of the old log building:
6
to Ir., J. L. Dey, probably dates from 1868. Ilany cedar logs have

: iIs yet in usde and, according

been found on the grounds znd cedar trees are qulite plentiful in the
canyons to the northeast.

Since the post was situated on the tongue of lend between Wolf and
Beaver crecks, both fresh water streams, & water supply wes esasily

obteinable by sinkiang shallow wells in the immediate vicinlity and it

| mid

s apparent that such & supply was used until the later yesrs of its
existence.

The Cheyenne and hrepshos agency, wilch had {ormerly been at
Fort Lerned, Kensss, was tempgr&rily transferred to Cemp Supply snd,
in 1870, permanently loceted at Darlington, where the Chisholm trail

7
crossed the North Cenadiasn river.

Since the Indisns were now to be confined to resgervations, it now

became obligatory for the Federal government to furnish them with rood

especially during the winter season., MHany times these rations were of

€

De, J. L. “ay is the oresent superintendent of the Western State
Hoepital st Supply, Oklahoma, 1940.

7

John Marphy, ®lheminiscences of tae Yashita Campaipgn and the
Darlington Indisn Agency,™ Chronicles of Oklshoms, I, p. 269,

8
Report of Wm. ¥. Belknzp, Secretary of War, House Exscutive
Document, 1869, I, p. 5.
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poor guelity sand were distriluted at unsuitable perlods of the year.

Mr. B. B. ¥right of Dodge City, Kansas, who with his partner dr.

<3
Anthony were working = hay contract nesr Camp Supply, describes such
an issue in the following words:

It was issuing day to the Indisns; I think the first time
thet live }eef was ever dlstributed to them. Several hundred
blg wild Texas steers were turned over to them, but the
Indldﬂ& didn't care for the meat; they could slways get
plenty of buifszlo, which they 1n‘1nitely preferred but they took
greet delight in the sport of killing them after thelr manner
of hunting hwuffelo. They ren the frightened creatures on
horssback, lanced them withh their spears, and shot them
full of arrows, until the last one wss desd. The whole
trail wag strewn with dead steers, though scarcely one of
them weg touched for food. OJccasionally, I would notice one
whose skin was covered with pretty white upou., end this
fzet having struck the savage fancy, they had peeled o ff the
most besutiful of them to meke guivers for their arTows.”

Toroughout these sarly yesars, the troops were concerned chieily

in watching the wovements of the Indi=mn tribes, to the south. Every

effort was made to keep them on their reservations. General Pope,
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Bihere hes been 1little troubls with

the Indians during this sesson . . . these Indiens heve been fed and
10
3,

ched with nesrly everything they have asked for,®
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H
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Cemp Supply was garrisoned st that time by two compsnies of the

Sixth Infantry, two uompanleﬂ 0f the Third Infsntry sad four troops
11
of the Tenth Cavelry, A very serious obstacle confronted the troops

B, #. Wright, "Address before th
Soclety, " Januazry 1f, 1901, Kaunsas Histordcal COlLCCblOHm, VIii, p. 71.
10
Report of General Jno. Pope, Department of Missouri, House
Executive Locument, 1870, I, p. 6.
11
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in maintaining order. The regulstions of the Indian Bureau stated that
the troops could not enter the reservation in pursuit of the Indians.
General Pope reported that it had become customary for the Indians to
organize and carry out a raid snd when danger of pursuit wes eminent,
rush back to the reservation.lz The comminders of the various military
poste received much criticism from the public for the conduct of the
Indiens and it can readily be understood how their hands were tied.15

It is quite apparent thet the military suthorities were far too
optimistic concerning the reservation system. General Pope, in his
October report of 1871, remarked that, "the danger from these tribes
may be considered substantislly at an end.'14 Lieutenant-Colonel
J. W, Davidson, commanding Camp Supply,proved very capable in fore-
stalling any hostile action of the Cheyennes, Arapehoes and Kiowas
who ranged in the country around the post during the year. He was
highlyrconmended by General Pope for his successful supervision of the
area.lu

Notwithstanding the fect that the Indians were quite peaceful
during this period, it was necessary that the militery be constantly

on the alert to prevent minor depredations and murders. In March, 187%,

12
Ibid., p. 8.

3
Ibiéo ’ _P- 90
14
Report of General Pope, Department of Missouri, House

mgﬂt%.u.hmb 1871, I, p. 4.
Ibid., p. 44.

1
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16
three surveyors were murdered on the Cimarron by a party of Cheyennes.

In the late fall, a party of some two hundred Cheyennes left their re-
servation end passing far to the west of the military posts went as
far north as the Kensas Pacific railroad at Riverbend, Colorado.

They killed a few cattle and stole some cooking utenails.l?

By March, 1874, the depredations became more numerous, Several
persons were killed along Medicine Lodge Creek. A small detachment
under Major Compton, Sixth Cavalry, returning north from Cemp Supply
was attacked but the Indisns were soon dispersed. Gensral Pope was of
the opinion that the difficulties were caused by white traders at
Adobe Walls, who had been secretly selling the Indians whisky, arms
and auuunition.la

Other serious depredations occurred. The agent at Darlington
was compelled to abandon his post and many lives were lost in the
vicinity of the agency. A determined attack was mede on the traders

at Adobe Walls but after several deys fighting, the Indisns were
18

repuls ed.
In the meantime, the military had urgently requested permission

to enter the reservations end punish the marauders. This suthority

16
Report of Generel Pope, Department of Missouri, House

Executive Document, 187%, I, p. 42.
17

Loc. cit.
18

Report of General Pope, Department of Missouri, House Executive
Document, 1874, I, p. 29. :
19

Heport of Lieutenant-General Sherman, House Executive
Document, 1874, I, p. 26.
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was recelved on the Zlst of July, 1874, znd soon an expedition was
in the field under the command of Colonel H. A, ¥Wiles. He orgsniszed
his cempalgn and proceeded southward from Camp Supply. MNajor ¥, R.

rice moved down the Cenadian Irom Forts Bascom and Union to join
Miles near the Antelope Hille on the ¥ashita. Colonel #Hiles en—
countered the Indisns on the Washitae and after & series of running
fights, drove them out scross the Hed River on to the Steked Plains.
He was then forced to return to the Waghita for supplies which

were to be conveyed from Camp Supnly by Captain Lyman and Lieutenant

Lewls with & smell troin-guerd of shout sixty men. This train was
attacked velfore reaching the Vashita., Their plight is well described
in the following letter from Ceptein Lyman to Lisutenant-Colonel

R0

~ £ o

¥. 4. Lewls, the commanding officer at Camp Supply.

In the field, nesr VWashita kiver
%2 0'clock P.i. Sept. 10, 1874

Sirs
I heve the honor to report that I am corralled by Comanches
two miles north of the Washits, on General Miles'! trsil. Ve
have been engagsd since yesterday morning heving moved since
the first firing ebout tvelve miles. 1 consider it injudicious
to attempt to proceed farther, in view of the importance of
my train end the broken ground ahesd. It was nearly stempeded
yesterday. Communication with General Miles is closed. My
geout very properly will not reiurn.
Lientenant Lewis is dangerously wounded through the knee,
and I think will die if he hss no wedical sssistance. The
sistent wegoner, ¥cCoy, is mortally wounded. I fear Sergesnt
rmon, Company I, Fifth Infentry, is killed. A dozen mules
disabled.
t ink I msj'properl) uvgk guick gid, espscislly for
& mogt valueble officer. 1 have only a swall

N
0
o

e

0 re. r the 1uﬁ, which will dry up today.

I sstimate the Indisus guely at several hundred (as Lieutenant
Beldwin did,) whonm we have punfshed somewhat. Scout Mershall,
wao Lleft Camp Supply, I am told, has not 1eachec WE,

£

Report of Gensrsl Pope, Department of Missouri, House Ezecutive
Document, 1874, I, p. 86,
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I have tut twelve mounted men. West made a pretty charge
with them yesterday.

Very respectfully,
your obedient servant,

To the W. Lyman
Commending Officer, Caeptain Fifth Infantry,
Cemp Supply. Commanding Train-Guard

Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis immediately responded to the request of
Ceptein Lymen and ordered out =ll the avallable men at the post. The

following letter in which he made his report to the Department of
21
Missouri demonstrates the ready response.

Hdqrs. Camp Supply, Ind,, T.,
September 12, 1874
Sir:

At 8:70 AM. this morning & courier from Captain Lyman, Fif'th
Infantry, who was in charge of Colonel Miles' supply-train,
reached me, bringing a letter from him stating that he was
"corralled" by a strong force of Comanche Indians in the
vicinity of the Washita Eiver, and asking for assistance., I
got together &all the mounted men at thls post, from the
cavalry and scouts, and started to his relief et 12 M.

The command sent consists of one lieutenant and acting
assistant surgeon, end fifty-one soldiers and scouts, and
seven quartermaster's employees, making « total of fifty-
eight armed men in the party. I should heve sent a larger
force had it been possible to mount it, but to get this
together required that all the serviceable horses, toth from
the cavalry and Quartermaster's Department, should be used,

I understand, unofficially, that Ceptein Lyman's command
consisted of two officers and thirty-six infantry, and one
officer and twenty cevalry, & totel of fifty-six enlisted
men. He had, besides, thirty-six quartermsster's teamsters, ten of
these being armed. This would mske his total of armed men
8 kty- six.

I have intrusted the officer in charge of my party to reach
him as soon &s possible, and, if necessary, to accompany him
to Colonel Miles' command. Owing to this delay, the expedition
will be out of rations before Lyman's train reaches it, and
I presume that Lyman's command will meet Colonel Miles be-
fore reaching the Hed River.

I send enclosed with this 2 copy of Lyman's note which
will give you the extent of his casualties at the time of
his writing. I am somewhat short of men here and in order to
do the ordinary guard-duty and labor of the post have been

1.
Loc. cit.



compelled to order in a smell guard that I have heretofore
furnished to the hay-contractors at their hay-field. The
infantry compsnies are smell, and teking out the guard at
the mail-station and the maill-escort, & small number of
men is left for duty.

The scout "Marshall™ referred to by Captain Lyman, 1is
&ll right, having started with the command today.

Very respectiully,
your obedlent servant,

To Asst. Adj-Gen. W. H. Lewis
Dept. of the Mo. Lieutenant-Colonel Nineteenth
Ft. Leavenworth, Kens. U. S. Infentry Commending

General Sheridan did not sgree with General Pope concerning the
causes of the outbreaks. He expressed his conception of the difficulties
in the following words:

I attribute it to the immunity with which these tribes
heve been treated in all thelr raids into Texas for the past
three years. Their reservations have furnished them supplies
with which to make the raids, and sheltered them from pursuit
when they returned with their scalps and plunder . . .

This outbreak does not look to me as being originated by the
action of bad white men, or the sale of whisky to Indians by
the traders. It is the result of the restless nature of the
Indian, who has no profession but srms and naturally seeks
for war andaglunder when the grazing gets high eough to feed
the ponies.

From July 21, 1874, until February 12, 1875, the Indians were
kept continually on the move. The troops were well supplied and kept
the field. The Cheyennes under Stone Calf surrendered themselves in
Margh, 1875, the Kiowas and Comsnches went into Fort 511l and in June
the Quahade Comanches surrendered to Colonel Mackenzie. Followlng an
extended gquestioning of the leaders of the various tribes, sbout seventy-

23
five Indian prisoners were ment to Saint Augustine, Florida.

22
Report of General Sheridan, Division of Missouri, House
Executive Document, 1874, I, p. 26.
23.

Report of General Pope, Department of Missouri, House
Executive Document, 1875, I, p. 73.
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It should be noted that the Cheyenne prisoners who were taken to
Florida were réturned to the agency in the spring of 1878, with the
exception of a few of the younger men who wished to remain there and
attend achool.24

Following this series of outbrezks, the Indiens sgain settled
down on their respective reservations and the troops at Camp Supply
again returned to their routine work. They were, howevcr, celled upon
to perform numerous duties. General Sheridan outlined the work to be
performed in his report of 1874. The military were to protect the
frontiers from the depredations of Indians, to assist the Department
of the Interior in maintaining order on reservations, to explore and
survey unknown territory, to aid ecivil authorities in ourlying districts,
to escort National Boundary, State and Territory surveying parties

£5
and to protect the railways of the west.

24
C. E. Cempbell, "Down among the Red-Men,"™ Kansas State
Historical Society, 19285 XVII, p. 674.
25

Report'of Lieutenant-General Sheriden, Division of Missouri,
House Executive Document, 1874, I, p. 23,



CHAPTER IV
THE LATER YEARS

It would seem that, following the chastisement given them in
1874-75 and the subsequent imprisonment of their leaders, th:t the
Indians might settle down &nd endeavor to make the best of an un-
desirable situstion. There was some feeling that it might be possible
to abandon Cemp Supply in the not too far distent future., OSuch
anticipations were soon foreshadowed by the development of new difficul-
ties and before many yesars Camp Supply became Fort Supply and a
large reservation was set aside for its use.

Even when there were no disturbances in the immediate vicinity
of the post, the troops might be called to duty in another section of
the department. General Shermsn, in his November report to the
Secretary of War, in 1876, stated that the Fourth Cavalry from Fort
8411, Cemp Supply, Fort Dodge and Fort Elliott were withdrawn to
assist in suppressing the uprising in the northern plaeins region, in
which General Custer and his men lost their lives at the Battle of
the Little Bighorn.l

One new source of friction originated as & fesult of the effort
to place the Northern Cheyennes on the reservation with the Couthern
Cheyennes to the south of Camp Supply. Genersl Pope reported the
arrivel of "about a thousend northern Cheyennes® in 1877. There was
some dissension due to insufficlent rations. Both the military and
the agent endeavored to interest the Indiens in sheep-raising but with

little success. Cattle-raising was then introduced and the results

1
Report of General Sherman to the Secretary of War, House

Executive Document, 1876, I, p. Z5.
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2
were more satisfactory. It is interesting to note, that by the year

1877, the importance of maintaining military posts in the Kansas area
was greatly diminished. General Pope stated that "The only important
posts, . . are . . . Forts 5ill, Reno, Elliott, and Camp Snpply."5

Many of the northern Cheyennes were displeased with their new
location. The climate did not agree with them. They had been given
arms, ammunition and horses in the Department of the Plette and now
there was an effort to take these from them. Finally, the northern
Cheyennes ran away to the north and the Cavelry at Camp Supply and
Fort Reno were sent in pursuit but after severszl skirmishes gave up
the chase.4 General Pope urged that the Indians must be completely
disarmed and dismounted and fully fad.s

There now developed another new responsibility of the military.
Numerous outlaws and horse thieves had been taking refuge in the
Indian territory. These were now greatly increased in numbers end the
men at Camp Supply were called upon to hunt them out. In addition to
this problem, another of even greater consequence, developed in the

spring of 1879. A group of white people under & men by the name of

Carpenter, organized for the purpose of occupying and settling in the

2
Report of General Pope, Department of Missouri, House Executi

Document, 1877, I, p. 58.
5

4!9.&:_.5&-

Report of Genersl Pope, Department of Missouri, House Executive
Document, 1873, I, p. 9.

5

Indd., p. 40.



territory and forces were called out to protect the Indian lands
from the invasion of white sattlers;s

Although the need for military posts in western Kansas had
very greatly diminished, their importance in the Indisn territory
became greater than ever, Genersl Pope urgently regussted the es-—
tablishment of & contonment on the North Canadian river between
Fort Supply and Fort Reno and asked an appropriation of $£0,000.00
for this purpose.7 In the report of the Quartermaster-Genersl for
the year 1879, §4,600.00 was authorigzed for shelter st this canton-
nent.B During the year following the estzblishment of this canton-
ment, there were 192 men stationed there under Lieutenant Colonel
Re 2 Dodga.g At the same time there were 227 men &t Fort Supply.lo

On the 1l2th of February, 1380, the President of the United
States issued a proclamstion forbidding the intrusion of whites into
the Indian territory and thereaflter until the opening of Oklashoms
in 1882, the troops from Fort Supply were called constantly to

11
to police the northern boundary.

6
Report of General Pope, Department of Missouri, House Executive

Document, 1879, I, p. 79.
7

8
Report of the Quartermester-General to the Secretary of War,

W 1879, I, p. 78.

Report of the Adjutent-General to the Secretary of War, House
W 1880, I, p. 10.
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Report of General Pope, Depertment of Missouri, Houce
Executive Document, 1380, I, p. 8.
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The dissatisfaction among the remaining northern Cheyennes eand
the unusual amount of sickness eventually aroused the military
commanders to urge that they be sllowed to return to their former
home in the north and by the feall of 1883, this transfer had been
t:onl:!let‘t‘,ed.:l.2

The troops were called out from Fort Supply to protect the
rights of the Indiens on severzl occasions in 1882, Large herde of
cattle were being driven through from Texzs. Some of the owners
paid a herd tax while others peld nothing. This mixed condition of
affairs made it necessary to call out the militery to quell the
difficultiea.ls

For some reason, the importance of the new cantonment between
Fort Supply and Fort Reno was not as great as was anticipated snd
by 1882, the post had been abandoned and was turned over to the
Indian Bureau to be used as a acl:\o-::]..l4

By 1882, most of the wild geme had disappeared from the re-
servations and trouble resulted on account of the short rations
distributed by the government., More and more cattle were being
driven through the Indian lands. In addition, cattlemen from Kansas

and even St. Louls end Chicago, were not introducing herds to

12
Report of General Pope, Department of Missouri, House
Exscutiye Docment, 1888, I, p. 1%0.

Report of l‘.:leutanant—&meral Sheridan to the Secretary of
:. 5 - JLUREST Ly 1»882 I’ p' 79-
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pasture, offering the Indians live beef in payment for the leases.
Permission to do this had been refused by the Indian Bureau but Gen-
eral Pope reported that "The herds were nevertheless there, 2nd un-

less the military forces are converted into herders of cattle, it is
- 15
not practicable to keep them out."™

General Pope also reported that the "Notorious Captain Payne®

hed made another attempt to settle in Oklahoma but had been arrested
i 186
and taken to Fort Reno and later to Fort Smith for trial.

The reservation for Fort Supply was declared by the President
of the United States on April 18, 1882, and was later emlarged by
Edecutive Order on January 17, 1883, In the annual report of the
Department of the Interior of 1899, it was described in the following
wordss

‘Fort Supply, situated in Woodward County. Embraces
all of T. 24 N., R. 22¥., the 8. % of T. 25 N., R. 22 W.,
and the SW} of T. 25 N., R. 21 W. Establiched by
Executive Order of April 18, 1882. Enlarged by Executive
Order of Januery 17, 188%. Relinguished, with improvements,
for disposal under act of Judy 5, 1884, by authority of
Executive Order of November 5, 1894, Surveyed. Area
%9,%56,63% acres. Appraised. Act February 8, 1899 (20
Stat. L., 822) permits use of buildings, end so much land
as is necessary, by Territory for insane asylum.

15
Report of General Pope, Department of Missouri, House
Executive Document, 1882, I, p. 97
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General Pope reported in 1883, thet Forts Heno, Sill, Supply and
Elliott would need to be maintained for some yeers to cons.lB
Captain Payne continued to be very active and on August 7, 1884 was
arrested by the military eagsin, taken to Fort Smith where he was
later released and by October was agaln meking an attempt to enter
Oklahona.lg

In the meantime, many of the Cheyenne Indians had become very
displeased concerning the occupation of their reservation by herds of
cattle. The agent at Darlington, Jno. D. Miles, had gone so far as
to secure permission from some members of the tribes to lease their
lands to cattlemen. A total of 5,117,880 acres were leased to E,
Fenlon, W. E, Malaley, H. B. Denmen, J. S. Morrison, L., M. Briggs,
A. G, Evens and R. D, Hunter at two cents per acre meking 2 total of
$62,557.60.20
In & letter dated July 18, 1883, Colonel J. H., Potter, commanding

Fort Supply, states that a party of Cheyenne Indisns arrived at the
post and through the guide and interpreter, Amos Chapman, requested
permission to mske some statements regarding their affairs. Colonel
Potter refused the request at first but after two or three days had
passed, he eventually recelved them in his office. A few minutes after

they had left, Colonel Potter received & telegram from agent Miles

18
Report of Genersl Pope, Department of Missouri, House

Executive Document, 188%, I, p. 1%0.
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20

Senate Exocutive Document, No. 54, 1883-84, p. 92.
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who was at Lawrence, Ksnsas. Miles had learned that the Indians were
intent on leaving the reservation and asked Colonel Potter to arrest
them. The commanding officer read this message to the Indisns who

then agreed to return to the reservation on the 17th. Colonel Potter

then reported the entire affair to the Department of Missouri and in-
21
cluded the statements made by the various Indian chiefs present.

The feelings of this particular group of Indlans were expressed in
the following wordss

* Little Robe® said: I have come here to know why they (the
parties alleged to have improperly leased the land) took this
land., I have done nothihg to make them do so; am getting old,
and was present when the treaty was msde, and now they have
taken the land that was given us away. By the treaty the land
belonged to us (meaning the Southern Cheyennes). The agent has
come to us. Bob Bent, George Bent, and Ben Clark, all have
come with money to give up the land to be leased for ten years,
The hnlf—breedn, John Parsell, Jack Fitzpartick and Mary Keith,
have come. I live on the Washita; have a place so fixed up
that in a few years I shall be able to support myself, and

now these white men the leasers of the lands have come upon

the land. The agent told me that it was my land to settle on.
I have been to him time and again to know what right he had

to give this land away; have never teken eny money or agreed
to lease it awsy.

Stone Calf saids I have complained to the agent, but he would
say nothing and he gave us no satisfaction and since then I
have not gone back to him. He, the agent, offered us money for
our land, but we would not teke it. The zgent said if we
did not take the money we would get no rations, end I Eave not
been back to him since and heve not received rations.

The dispute became very serious and General Sheridan wes ordered

to investigate the situation. He arrived at Fort Renmo on July 15, 1885,

and after interviewing many of the Indians who had agreed to the leases,

he concluded that practically all of these were sick of their bargain.

21
mg-. p. 115.

M&M No. 54, 188%-84, p. 115.

Rﬂport of General Sheridan to the President of the United States,

House Fxecutive Document, 1885, I, p. €6.
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While General Sheridan was engeged In meking the investigation, an
order was issued by the President cancelling the leases and ordering
the cattle snd fences removed entirely from the reservations.
Immediately, the Indians became more peaceful and the crisis paased.24

On December £6, 1884 a telegraphic report {rom Fort Reno stated
that ®225 intruders, armed with shot-guns and Winchester rifles, had
eff'ected their entrance into Okleshoma." Colonel Hatch, who was in
command of the area desired by these white people, called for more
troops. These were furnished from Forts Elliott, Riley and Supply.zs
The Oklahoma country proved a constant temptation to the adventurous
population of the frontier thereby requiring constant alertness on
the part of the military to prevent their intrusion. A permsment
camp was established about sixteen miles south of Arkansas City,
Kansas, end was known as Camp Hartin.zs

The report of General W. Merritt, dated September 12, 1888, stated
that the cattle traffic with the north was immense requiring the

27
maintenznce of Forts Supply, Reno &and Sill &nd possibly Elliott.
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Report of General Sheriden to the President of the United States,
House Executive Document, 1885, I, p. 66.
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Report of Brigadier-General Nelson A. Miles, Department of the
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Woen the Oklahoma country was finally opened to settlement in
the spring of 1889, troops were sent from Fort Supply to assist im
enforcing the regulations relative to the opening. General Merritt
reported that the event proceeded very smoothly in so far as any
friction was concernad.28 In the same report, he recommended that
funds be obtained to improve Forts 5111, Supply and Elliott, however,
it was decided that the time had arrived when the expenditure required
to improve Fort Elliott was hardly justifiable and on October 14,
1890, it was relinquished to the Department of the Interior.29

Graduelly, the various duties and responsibilities of the
military in the area were considerably reduced. The Indisns had, as
a whole, settled down on thelr reservationsy the cattle drives had been
greatly diminished by the extension of railroads and the Oklshoma
country had been opened to settlement. The Cherokee Outlet, however,
was under lease to the Cherokee Strip Livestock Association and in
1830, the troops were called upon to enforce regulations thare.so This
country was opened to settlement in the fall of 1898, In 1894, Ceneral
Nelson A. Miles reported the activity of the troops in the area in these

words:

28
Report of General Merritt, Departiment of Missouri, House

Executive Document, 1889, I, p. 164.
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As in previous years, the troops in the Indian and
Oklahoma territory have been occupied in . . . removing
tresspassers from the public lands, in preserving order in
the newly settled region, and in keeping peace between
hostile factions of the semi-civilized Indian tribes
« « «» the troops stationed at Forts Keno, Sill and Supply
were called on for the purpose of protecting the United
States mails, guarding railroad bridges, andsiupporting
the United Stetes marshal in meking arrests.

Following the opening of the Cherokee Outlet, the importance of
Fort Supply as a military post was greatly diminished and on
November 5, 1894, the military reservation was relinquished to the
Department of the Interior. There were ninety-two buildings, whose

IR
value was unknown, snd & land aree of 79,356.6% acres.

o
Report of General Miles, Department of Missouri, House
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CHAPTEE V
LIFE AT A FRONTIER FORT

Undoubtedly, the history of Fort Supply is typical of meny such
posts established in the plains region during the middle of the
ninetesnth century. As previously mentioned, the fort came into being
as a result of an emergency campeign ageinst certain Indizn tribes
of the plains region. Despite the fact that its establishment was to
have beem temporary, it was continued end improved from year to year
throughout the twenty-six years of its existence.

During the years from 1868 to 1894, & considerable force of men
were stationed at Fort Supply. The average number, according to the
available reports of the Adjutant-General, was almost Z00. The
greatest number in any one yesr wes in 1870 when there was a total
of 658,1 and the smallest number wes recorded in 1876, when there were
only eightas&tx.z' The unusual low figure recorded here was due to
the withdrawal of troops to sid in the subjugation of the uprising
in Wyoming in which General Custer and his men lost their lives.

As a rule, the commending officer held the rank of Colonel or
Lieutenant-Colonel although there were years when a Msajor or even &
Captain commanded the Fort. Other officers included & medical officer,
two to seven captains, three to eleven subalterns and in some yeers e

8
post chaplain, regimental adjutant and regimental guartermaster.

X
Report of the Adjutant-General to the Secretary of War,

Mw 1870, I, p. €8.

Report of the Adjutant-General to the Secretary of FWar,
House Executive Document, 1876, I, p. 42.
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Desertion was, of course, quite common. There were mahy con-

z FAY. 3

tributing factors to this condition of affairs. Ceptain Arthur Murray,
ecting Judpge-Advocate of the Department of Missouri, reported in
1883 that:

Three-Tifths of the desertiong were from no apparent cause
or from dissatisfaction with the service; also that about
four-fifths ocecurred in the lst znd 2nd yezrs of enlistment.
From this it would geem that the majority of the deserters
were men who enlisted wmithout fully comprchending what a
soldiers life is, end who, after giving it a trial and finding
it unsatisfactory, concluded to degert rather thsan serve

ut & {ive years enlistment.%

Very Little effort was msde to retske these deserters. Out of 257
7

desertions recorded in the report, only twenty-three were retaken.

Hajor J. J. Coppinger, zcting assistant Inspector-Gencral stated in

is report of October &7, 188%, that there was "too much labor

inposed upon the men.® They worked alongside civilian laborers who

@

received two or three dollars per day and with mechanics who received
8
four. H¥ajior Coppinger also gtated that the system of paying the men

aevery two months was conducive to Mthriftless lavis shness" which en-
» 2
couraged drunkeness which in turn czused degertion.

B
Report of Ceptsin ALrthur durrey, hscting Judge-Advocate of the
Department of Missouri, House Executive Document, I, p. 289.
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Army, Eouse Executive Document, 1882, I, p. 101,
@




hia]
o

Attempts were made on verious occasions to interest the enlisted
men in attending school but with little success. After the men had
completed thelr day’é work, théy had 1ittle inclination to attend
classes. The instructors were generslly soldiers who were alwsys
subject to military duty snd when cslled out, school was temporarily
dismissed. In 1880, an appropristion of §2322.00 was set sside to
construct a building at Fort Sﬁpply’to be used as a chapel, school and

10 :
reading room. In 1890,‘the attendance report of the twelve post
schools in the entire department of Missouril only totaled 486 of which
318 were enlisted men, nine were children of officers, sixty wére

children of enlisted men and forty-one were children of eivilians.

The rooms, as a rule, were guite inadequate and the students fumished

11
their own books. In 1886, the Quartermaster-Genersl reported an
12
expenditure of $276.00 for school-teachers at Fort Supply eand, in
13 : ‘

1883, &£12.00.

The health of the men stationed in the verious posts in the plains
region was appsrently good. In his report of 1886, Surgeon-General
J1 H. Bﬁxter reported that, in‘the Uepartment of Missouri, "The only
diseases showing any specisl prominence were the malarizl Tevers,

14
diarrheal diseases, tonsillitis, and other digestive diseases.?

10
Report of A, McCook, Colonel and alde-de-camp in charge of
Education in the Army, House Executive Document, 1880, I, p. 295.
11
Report of Chauncey McKeever on Education in the Army, House
Executive Document, 1890, I, p. 61.

12
Report of the Quartermaster-Generzl to the Secretary of Wer,
House Executive Document, 1886, I, p. 360.
13
Report of the Quartermaster-General to the Secrstary of War,
Houge Executive Document, 1888, I, p. 329.
14
Report of the Surgeon-General to the Secretary of War, House
Precutive Document, 1886, I, p. 599




It is quite appsrent that, in their isolated positlon, & balanced diet

wes difficult to maintain. In 1873, an expenditure of §4,824.00 was
15
authorized for the construction of & hospital at Fort Supply and in

the following years, additicnal appropriations weré made for its repair
and improvement. Additional :eports of the Quartermaster-General show
an expenditure of $1780.00 in 1875, §$415,00 in 1876, $768.00 in 1372,

$%46.00 in 1B86, end $379.71 in 1888. In 1588, kssistant-Surgeon J. L.
Powell  reported the following concerning the water supply at the posts

For the past three years or more thie supply has been
obtained from driven wells situated in close proximity to
the post corral and cavalry stables, and 1in the midst of
various quartermaster's buildings, etc. These wells are
pumped by an engine, which collects the water in a reservoir
on & neighboring elevation, from which it is distributed
in pipes throughout the garrison. It is hardly possible to
conceive of a site within the garrison or its vicinity that
would have been more unsuitable for the purpose for which it
was selected, With a view to obtsining the szfest and best
weter supply for 2ll purposes in the garriscn, I have made
an examination into ell the sources in the neighborhood, and
have found a short creek, about one and a half miles distant,
vhich yields the least amount of solid residueg of &ll the
samples examined, and is, at the szme time, less liable to
pollution than any water in the naignborhood of the post.

On evaporatlon this water yielded but 14 grains of solid
residue to the gallon. The source consists of a number of
gprings, in close proximity to sach other, which emerge from
& bed of siliceous sand, snd unite to form § bold and rapid
stream that has never been known to go dry.

The Quartermaster-General's report in 1890, stated that a weter supply
17
and sewer system was under construction at the post.  The report

15
Report of the Quartermaster-General to the Secretary of FWer,
House_ Fxecutive Document, 1873, I, p. 115,
16 .
Eeport of the Surgeon-General to the Secretsary of War, Houge
Executive Document, 1888, I, p. 7R7,
17 ‘
Report of the Quartermaster-General to the Secretary of ¥ar,
House Fyecutive Document, 1890, I, p. 852.




of 1801 records its completion and refers to the source of water supply
18 ‘
as Water Cress Canon. An additional report in 1894 stated that the
18
capacity of the reservolr was 80,000 gallons.

St

The expense involved in naintaining Fort Supply was quite large,

6o

especially during those many years preceding the projection of the
Southern Kansas Reilroad into the Indian territory in 1885-86. The
post was supplied by way of Fort Dodge and Dodge City, a distance of

20
approximately eighty-six mileg, 1t was necessary to let contracts

to private concerns to hsul the {reight. Comparatively 1ittle materisl
was availsble in the immediate neighborhood of the fort, however,
immense guantities of hay were ciot in the valleys of Wolfl and Beaver
creeks, Firewood and some building logs wers obtained slong the
streams in the area.

The report of the Quartermaster-General of 1386, gave a list of
gkilled workmen stationed there permemnently. Included in the group
were one forage-master at seventy-five dollars per month, one guide
and interpreter at one hundred dollers, one farrier at fifty dollers,
one blacksmith at sixzty dellars, one engineer at sixty dollsrs, one
saddler at sixty dollars, four teamsters at thirty dollsars, snd one

21
wvheelwright at sixty dollars.:

18 :
Report of the Quartermester-General to the Secretery of War,
House Fxecutive Document, 1891, I, p. 548.
19
Report of the Quertermsster-General to the Secretery of VWer,
House Executive Document, 1894, I, p. BE7.
20
Report of the Adjutent-Genersl to the Secretary of Wer, Houge
Executive Document, 1884, I, p. 75.
€1
Report of the Quartermaster-General to the Secretary of War,
House Fxecutive Document, 1886, I, p. Z84.




In addition to these men,git was cuslomary to engage additionsal
men for extrs duty. These included school-teachers, mechanics and
laborers., Immense guentities of coal and wood were hauled for fuel.

A contreet with J. M, FTerguson, dated June 8, 1888, showed a total
R

of %80 cords of wood delivered at $14.34 meking a total of §5,162.00.

Another contract of the same dete with Mr. Ferguson reported the

N

. 23
delivery of 480 tons of cosl =t $11.48 msking & totzl of §5,510.00.

¢

Other contracts of a similer neture included one with S. C. Douglas,
dated May 1, 1889, for 450 cords of wood at §9.75 toteling $4,887.50

and one with W, E, Thomas for £,800,000 pounds of cozl at thirty and
24
four-fifths cents per hundred weight totallng £7,700.00. One other

contract dated June 9, 1882, with W. M, D. Lee reported dhe delivery
%5
of £,500 cords of wood at §15.48 msking & totsl of $£7,616,%2.

The expense incurred in mainteining troops of cavalry at one of
these frontier posts was enother Important financial item. The average
cost of a cavalry horse in the Department of HMissouri, in 1890, was

26
$173.24 and » mule $158.%2. - Once the animale were obtained, the

il

22 : _ :
Report of the Quartermaster-Genesrel to the Secretery of War,
House Ezecutive Document, 1888, I, p. B56.
2Z
Loc. cit.
R4
Report of the Quartermaster-flieneral to the Secretary of War,
House Executive Document, 1889, I, p. 619.
25
Eeport of the Quartermaster-General to the Secretary of War,
House Fxecutive Dorument, 1884, I, p. 595.
26
Report of the Quartermastsr-General to the Secretary of War,
Houge Executive Document, 1830, I, p. 74%.




29
supplying of feed was a matter of great import. Although the hay was
obtainable nearby, the expense was yet very high. $5,107.00 was paid
Owren James Martin for 800 tons of prairie hay in l889.2? In the same
report §$Z,090.00 was expended for eats, $1,%05.00 for bran and
$4,600.00 for corn.28 In 1884, W, M. D. Lee delivered 1,008,000 1bs.
of hay at £17.95 totaling 38,077.50,29 and in 1886, $6,546.50 was paid
for hsy at Fort Supply.so

Food and clothing for the men, and furnishings and equipments for
the post were brought in from the outside. The report of 1886 showsd
that $3,105.20 was paid M. F. Weiglien snd W, F. Murphy for freight-
ing between November 14, 1885, and June Z0, 1888.51

New buildings end the repair of previously constructed buildings
wes another importsnt finencial problem. In 1885, £6,478.45 was

32 3]
expended for this purpose, In 1886, $18, ¥81.00, in 1887,

A
Report of the Quartermaster-General to the Secretary of War,

House Executive Document, 1890, I, p. 742.
28

Loc. cit.

Report of the Quartermaster-General to the Secretary of War,
House Executive Document, 1884, I, p. 595.
20

Report of the Quartermaster-General to the Secretery of War,
House Executive Document, 1886, I, p. 350.
51

Ibid., p. 407.
52

Report of the Quartermaster-General to the Secretary of War,
House Executive Document, 1885, I, p. 480.
3z

Report of the Quartermaster-Generasl to the Secretary of Wer,
House Executive Document, 1886, X, p. 42%.
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54 86 86
§769.00 , in 1888, £3,871.00, 1in 1889, £2,721.29, , and in 1890,
$1,270.5'?.57 These bulldings included quarters for the officers and men,
as well as bath-houses, a guard house, storehousep, shops, stables,
corrals, library, schoolhouse and magazine. There were also
quarters for married men.
It should be noted that some steam power was used &t the post.
In 1888, the Quartermaster-General reported the cost of a steam power
plant for pumping water to be §790.00 with a yearly cost of maintenance
of $1890,00. A stesm plant was also secured for sawing wood at a
cost of &498.50.58
It is thus apparent from the foregoing reports that the maintenance
of a frontier post was a great responsibility and perhaps the problem

of keeping the men content was even more difficult. There was, of course,

constant contact with other posts and the outside by meens of the

4
Report of the Quartermaster-General to the Secretary of War,

House Executive Document, 1887, I, p. %48.
iy

Report of the Quartermaster-General to the Secretary of War,

House Executive Document, 1888, I, p. 442.
26

Report of the Quartermaster-General to the Secretary of War,

House Executive Document, 1889, I, p. S0Z.
7

Report of the Quartermaster-General to the Secretary of War,

House Executive Document, 1890, I, p. 622.
Z8

Report of the Quartermaster-lenersl to the Secretary of War,
House Executive Document, 1888, I, p. 474.
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telegraph. This was used for official purposes, however, and the
majority of ordinary communication came by way of the stage from Dodge
City. Captain Richard T. Jacob was ordered to Camp Supply in the

fall of 1870 and stated thet they received their mail once each week,

however, soon after his arrival, he was sent to Fort Dodge to srrange
39
to have the mail brought to Cemp Supply twice each week. There were

two relay stations between Fort Dodge and Camp Supply "where a few
40
soldiers were posted with extra mule tesms for the mail hack.® In
41
time, the stage made & daily trip to the post. In 1885, with the

extension of the Southern Kansas Rallway, a stage was inasugurated from
42
Kiowa, Kansas, a distance of sixty-eight miles. Eventually, the

Dodge City stage was discontinued and the Kiowa stage remained in
operation a few months until the railroad reached Woodward. From this

date, & stage was in operation between Woodward and Fort Supply until
43
the abandonment of the post in 189%-84, It is interesting to note
44
that the stage fare to Dodge City wes $10.00 per person.

29
Captain Richard T. Jacob, "Military Reminiscences,® Chronicles

of Oklshoma, March, 1924, II, p. 29.
40
Ibid., p. 30
4

Report of the Adjutant-General to the Secretary of War, House
Executive Document, 1882, I, p. 50.
42

Report of the Adjutant-General to the Secretary of War, House
Executive Document, 1885, I, p. 97.
4%

Report of the Quartermaster-Generel to the Secretary of War,
House Executive Document, 1894, I, p. Z37.
as

Report of the Quartermaster-General to the Secretary of Wer,
House Executive Document, 1885, I, p. £40.
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Tndoubtedly, life at Fort?Supply was quite pleasant durlng the

mzjor portion of the year, especislly for those who enjoyed the great

a3

outdoors. Wild geme was plentiful throughout the years of its history.
Mr, J. H. Imnis of Supply, Dkiahoma, wags employed 28 a teamster in
1891 and remzined there at the fort until the last mules and wagons
were removed to Fort Sill on December €5, 189&6. Mr. Innis stated

that antelope end deer were plentiiul and occasionally & black besr
was killed. In addition, there were many {locks of wild turkeys
aespeclally in the cenyons to the ﬁorth end east. It was customery

for the soldiers to take frequent hunting trips lasting as long as
45
ter: to fourteen days. The climate was very agreeeble for the major

part of the year. However, the blizzards which are common on the plains

during the winter months, proved severe and very destructive in the

.

seventies and elghties when there was very little protection afforded
on the prairie. On Janusry 1%, 1385, the "Topeka Commonwealth®
carried the following news item:

The Fort Supply stage which wes due at Dodge City last
Fednesday did not arrive until Saturday., The Griver en-
countered the blizzard at & point about two miles south
of Appleton, in Clark county. He struck a haystack, which
gave food and psrtiszl shelter to his four horses. The
driver took refuge in en abandoned dugout nearby, where
ke remained lorty-eight hours without food, water or fire.
The horses also had to go without water. Nesr this dugout
lived an old lsdy and two daughters. They attempted on
Wednesday night to walk to the residence of a son of the
old lady, on an adjoining cleim. The daughters perished
in the snow. The mothgr succeeded in resaching the son's,
more desd then elive.? :

45
J. N. Innis, Supply, Oklahoma, September 4, 1940,
46
Collections of the Kangss State iHistoricsl Soeciety, 1912,
11, p. 117.




Another blizzard, of even greater intemsity, occurred the
following winter. 0. P. Byers of Hutchinson, Kansas, wrote the
following report for the Kansas State Historical Society:

Numerous stage routes were still in operation a2t that

time. A number of stages became lost and wandered miles

from their routes. A stage came into the military post

at Camp Supply, Indian territory, with the driver sitting

on the box frozen to death. The passengers inside knew

nothing of the death of their driver until after they hed

alighted st their destination.?”

Thus, the record reveals a few of the interesting events that
oceurred in or near the old fort. In a personal interview with Dr.
J. L, Day, the present superintendent of the hospital, it was
learned that the land occupied by the Western State Hospital of
Oklahoma now toteals 3,760 acres and the state has an investment of
well over §1,500,000.00. There are thirty major buildings, housing

: 48
1500 patients and 135 employees. In addition to the old log
building, previously mentioned, the old headquarters building, the

guard house, snd five sets of officers quarters are yet in use.

47
o, P. Bynrs, 'Paraonnl racollections of the territle Blizzard
of 1886,% Ka : cal Society, 1912, XII, p. 104.
48
Dr. J. L. Day, Supply, Oklahoma, August 71, 19240.




l.

B.

c.

House Ex, Doc.,
House Ex. Doc.,

House Ex. .y
House Ex. Doc

o ]
House Doc.,

House Ex. Doc.,
House Ex. Doc.,
House, Ex. Doc.,
House Ex. Doc.,
House Ex, Doc.,
House Ex, Doc.,
House Ex. Doc.,
Hg%e k’ DQCQ’
House Ex. Doc.,
House Ex. Doc.,
House Ex. .
House Ex, Doec.,
House Ex. Doc.,
House Ex. Doc.,
House Fx, Doc.,
House Ex. Doc.,
House Ex. Doc.,

House Ex, Doc.,

House Ex, Doc.,

House Ex., Doc.,

41
41
42
4z
4z
4%
a4
4c
4

46
46
47
a7
48
48
49
49
50
50
51
51
52
52
53
53

BIELIOGRAPHY

Primery Sources
House Executive Documents:

congress,
congress,
congress,
congress,
congress,
congress,
congress,
congress,

5 congress,

congress,
congress,
congress,
congress,
congress,
congress,
congress,
congress,
congress,
CONgress,
congress,
congress,
congress,
congress,
congress,
congress,

Senate Executive Documents:

Senste ?5, Doc., No, 54, 48 cong., 1 sess., IV, (Washington,
1883-84).

Land Office Reports:

N MHEFOMFPMNMFEFMHFMEPMMFOFAOMNMMOMO NG ND

session,
session,

session, I

session,
session,
session,
session,
session,
seseion,
session,
session,
sesslon,
session,
session,
session,
session,
session,
sesgion,
session,
session,
session,
session,
session,
session,
session,

1,
1,
’
! ]
t
»

W W W W w

-

e W

Y e W W e

»
:

I
I
3
I
I
I
I
I
1
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

(Washington,
(Washington,
Washington,
Washington,
(Washington,
Washington,
Washington,
(Washington,
ilashingtan,
VWashington,
(Washington,
(Washington,
(Weshington,
(Fashington,
(washington,
(Weshington, 1885).
Weshington, 1886).
Washingtonk 1887).
SWashington, 1888).
Vashington, 1889).
(Washington, 1890).
Elaahingtan, 1891).
Washington, 1892).
(Washington, 1808).
(Washington, 1894).

1869).
1870) .
1871).
187%3).
1874).
1875) .
1876).
1877) .
1878).
1879).
1880) .
1881).
1882) .
188%) .
1884).

Annusal Report of the Co ssioner of the Genersl Land Office,
Washington, 1895).

Annuel Report of the Depar

1899).

n

of

e Interior, (Washington,



E.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

S Sourc

Kansas Higtorical Collections:

Freemen, Winfield, "The Battle of the Aricksree," Kansas Sta
Historicel Society, 1200, VI.

Wright, R. M., "Address before the Kansas State Historical Soc-
iety,” Kansag | rical Co ons, 1802, VII.

Byers, 0. P., "Personal Recollections of the Terrible Blizzard
of 1886," Kansas Stete Historical Society, 1912, XII.

Campbell, C. E.,, "Down among the Red-Men,"™ Kansas State Histor-
ical Society, 1928, XVII.

Chronicles of Oklahoma:

Murphy, John, "Reminiscences of the Washita Campaign and of the
Darlington Indian Agency,"™ 1921-2%, Chronicles of Oklshoma, I.

Jacob, Richerd T., "Military Reminiscences of Captain Richard T,
Jacob,® Chronicles of Oklshoma, 1924, II.

Books:

Rister, Carl Coke, Barder Csptives. Normen, Oklshoma: University
of Okleshoma Press, 1940, 196.

Wharton, Clarence, Sagenta, the Gre £
People, Dallas: Banks, Upshaw and Company.

Personal Interviews:
Day, Dr. J. L., Supply, Oklshoma, August Zl, 1940.

Innis, J. N., Supply, Oklshoma, September 4, 1940.



Rl »

.

v
I |

e f‘."‘ ‘v.h‘ A






